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TO 
THE MEMORY OF 

THOMAS PATRICK EGAN 
FATHER OF MY WIFE 

Late Cincinnatian 
Credited with Founding of National Group 

Thomas P .  Egan, late Pres ident of  the Cincinnati Chamb er 
of  Commerce and head of  the J . A .  Fay & Egan Co . ,  woodworking 
machinery company, is given credi t for founding the National 
As so ciation of Manufacturers 50 years ago . 

James E. Finger , New York Director of Promo tion of  the 
N . A .M . ,  said the magazine "Dixie," pub lished at Atlanta, Ga . , 
carried an editorial during the depres s ion of  1894 , urging 
the Nation's manufacturers to organize and work together to 
imp�ove bus ines s conditions . This g roup was called the "Big 
50" and under Egan's leadership invit ed the manufacturers of  
the country to meet at Cincinnati, Jan . 25, 1895, to form 
their first National As sociation, Fing er sai d .  They met at 
Oddfe11ows Temple - 583 manufacturers attending - and forme d 
the National As sociation of Manufacturers , that now has 1205 
members . 

Eg an was born in [Limerick] Ireland 1874 [= Nov . 20, 1847] 
and came to-Cincinnati from Canada [Hamilton, Ontario ] in his 
youth . After he los t an arm while working in the factory at 
Steptoe ,  McFarland & Co . ,  pioneer woodworking f irm at Cincin
nati, Egan was employed in that Comp any's office .  He became 
an outs tanding salesman, formed a company of hi s own and was 
later President of what was the larges t woodworking plant in 
the world, the Fay & Eg an Company . Egan was firs t Pres ident 
of the Cincinnati Manufacturers' Association and Pres ident 
of the Chamber of Commer ce in 1908 . He died Jan . 10, 1922 
[Cincinnati , Ohio, Times Star , Jan . 24, 1945 , p . 2] .  

In 1900 he was awarded the decoration o f  "Legion o f  Honor" 
by the Fren ch Government, because the woodworking machinery 
which he had des igned proved of such value in the development 
of that industry in France [Fay & Egan's Lightning Line , v . 2, 
No . 124, Feb . 1922, p.7 ] .  

(For explanation� see page XLII� lines 15-17.) 



liTo cat ch a sp irit, or to pro te ct your spir it  agains t 
the catch ing , or to release your caught spir i t  - this 
is the complete theo ry an d  practice o f  hoo doo. II 

HOODOO page 24 , line s 16-17 



PREFACE 

This limited edition for the immediate preservation of the material within 
will give me more time to consider in what final form it should be preserved , 
permi t me to subs ti tute a fuller Preface with acknowledgmen ts and to comple te 
the thorough Introduction already s tarted , and allow me to add more material. 

If you want a quick survey of HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK , 
I sugges t that the incomp lete INTRODUCTION be read ,  then the title quo tations 
of the INTERVIEWS , followed by several of the latter: MY FIRST DOCTOR, Richmond , 
Va., p . 933; MADAM COLLINS , Memphis , Tenn. , p . 992; SHE FORESAW AUTHOR IN A DREAM, 
New Orleans , La . , p.1085; and "TOMB OF DE BABE OF BETHLEHEM," Brunswick , Ga . ,  
p.1325. S tories and descrip tions are something special; no two p ers ons would 
agree on the same list . Here are a few with item, no t p age number: 7, 8, 16, 
17, 62, 7 8, 84 , 101 , 203, 204 , 205 , 214, 239, 242, 311 , 424, 427 , 546, 547, 559, 
568 , 569, 576, 577 , 578, 602, 722, 723, 822, 916, 920, 921, 922, 927 (one for 
p sychologis t), 928 (time and p sychology), 1000, 2757 (private shrine - private 
spiri t), 2760 (pUblic shrine), 3070 (fabulous doctor Buzzard) ,  3088 (woman who 
got sanctified), 3092-3095 (celebrated George Jackson) , and not i tem but page 
1125, line 4 through page 1126 (John the slave builds a house) , and also page 
1601 , las t  title quo tation (poetry). 

Problems? Everywhere! (1) They varied between Atlantic coas t and New Orleans 
area, coas t al f lats and higher ground, city and country, ci ty and city , and him 
who s tayed at home and him who had lived in a large northern city. Besides these 
differences , I had the prob lem of s tudying each informant as a unique individual 
with a personality of his own .  Why? Because I am a priest of the Episcopal 
Church , a part of  �e world-wide Anglican Church (see p .160l , my comment follow
ing title). I respected him or her as persons , until he or she showed cause for 
non-respect. That cause never happened . No , you do not wear your coll ar turned 
b ackward while collecting witchcraf t. Backward , as every folklore scholar knows, 
scares spirit s  away . (2) Lowland dialect s were dif ficult and at times impossi
ble. All that remains of average language will be found in my phonograph album, 
4-12" 78rpm records - ROOT DOCTOR� A FOLKLORE STUDY� in whi ch a Negro healer ). 
explains his work • • •  publishe d by the Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation, and for sale by 
Harry M. Hyatt, Box 12, South Branah, N. J. Copyright 1942. This material -
marked out into the 8 s ides o f  the 4 phonograph records - will be found in the 
preceding MY FIRST DOCTOR. We had a small farm at South Branch , 100 yards from 
the confluence of the North and South Branches of the Raritan River. To "River
brook". we frequently retired , le aving the noise and dirt of New York City . (3) 
Reference following s tory and des crip tion or pre ceding INTERVIEW is for locality 
where collected; cylinder numbers, no longer important, are con fusing b efore 
Mobile work because transcriber began numbering with Telediphone cylinders , 
whereas I s tarted with the original 85 Ediphone cylinders I had transcribed by 
hand. (4) The usual disk typ e of recording would have been impossible for witch
craf t .  I sp$ak for myself and collecting days. How others recorded wit chcraft 
then or since I do no t know. (5) Punctuation was a headache! In doubt, or when 
weary of s triving , I used the dash. (6) My greatest prob lem was trying to reduce 
a mass of intractable material to a semblance of order. I solved the problem by 
transpos ing everything into music, into a free fantasia of  three movements on a 
given theme - Spirits, Doators, Interviews. Yes , I did the end - INTERVIEWS -



firs t! 
The underlining of words and sentences - some times too much , o ther times too 

little - was done to help the eye find things among small print and unindexed 
material . 

E��ata - not many for a work like this - wi ll be printed later . 
Despite an index of firs t lines for all stories and st atements , I trus ted my 

memory once too often - 655 on p . 22l repe ats 105 on p . 39 . There may be one or 
two more . How and where to keep odds and ends was always a problem . One lit tle 
gem I wanted for margin title INCENSE under BUSINESS (p . 700) , I los t and found 
several times . Here it is: 

"Dey burn diff ' rent incent [incense] . Dere lotsa likkah [liquor] houses 
right now dey sellin ' moonshine right on an '  you go in an '  smell dat - jes '  
a little pot like da t wi t one of dese Jesus on i t .  An' he ' s  settin '  up 
dere an '  it jes ' look like he ' s  smokin ' an ' it  smells tur ' b le [terrible] . 
Incent dey call i t. An' de law come by - nevah s top . "  

"(Has what! Jesus on it?) " 
"Has somepin like a Jesus - somepin . Dis fellah [who kept this liquor 

hous e] - dese fohinahs [ foreigners] have a Je sus dat dey pray to . Well , 
dey have made in a lit tle pot like dat , an ' dat Jesus set tin '  up ovah it 
[ demons trates], an '  dey lighted dat dere." 

"(With his hands on his bosom [belly?] . ) " [Jacksonville , Fla . , (550) , 
6 89:5 . ]  [ Is he a god of India or China? The (550) = informant ' s  number , 
689 - cylinder number ,  and 5 = space number . For parenthesis and bracket , 
and for special bracke t [demonstrates] , see INTRODUCTION , p . I ,  paragraphs 
1 and 2.] 

. 

Since this material was collected under the old Abna Egan Hyatt Foundation, 
it has every right to be  called by that name. 

I fought through cold and heat and many discomforts for this  material that 
answers the question - What ' s  out there? Twice I had serious dialogues with the 
police - these to be described with documents in the completed Introduction . A 
white man who did his interviewing throughout all Southern States excep t Texas , 
not in white-folks ki tchens but in black homes and hotels (see illus trations)  -
I mean before World War II , not after Sebna - I could expect a little troub le .  
After all , the work I was seeking to record was called unde�orZd work (p . 6 59) . 
The experience I brought to the field , everything , will eventually be told in the 
Introduction. Here I pause in memory , s top and thank those many lowly and unedu
cated and underprivileged people who came to me - sometimes in fear (p . 140l , las t 
title quo tation) , often in hunger (p . 164l, title quo tation ) .  They are my co
authors . 
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Nine Days 356 - Friday 356 - Nine-Month Spell 356 
Zodiac 357 - Moon 357 

Time (3) Spiritual ................................................................ " "  " .. ..  " " ,,  .. ,, "  

When de Spirit Tell Me 360 - Your Star 360 
Directional Star at Crossroad 360 - Tide 361 
Magic Delay 361 

FOLK !rIEDICINE " " .. " " " " " .. ..  " " " " " .. " .. ..  " " " " .. .. ..  " " .. " .. e " " " " .. " .. " " " " " " " " " " " 

FOLK MEDICINE (1) PRINCIPLES OF HEALING • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Witchcraft and Bible 362 - Doators Use Folk Cures 362 
Doator'Makes Medicine No. 876 - Page 363 
The Triple Cross: Medicine Labeled XXX 364 
Crossmark Cure 365 - Medicine by Proxy 365 
The Ritual Bath 367 - Bathing Downward 369 
Bathing Downward: Earthworm oil 374 - Backward to Sunrise 374 
Forward to Sunrise 376 - Snake Oil and Roots 376 
Downward Rubbing 377 - Bewitched Objects into Running Water 377 
Running Water 381 - Healing Bath 381 
Bath in Running May Wate� 381 - Drink Running Water 381 
To Cross Running Water 381 
Water Thrown Towards Spell caster 382 
Eaves Water Hair Tonic 382 - Dishwater Removes Sickness 382 
Holy Water Medicine 382 - Transference 383 
Transferred to a Stranger 384 
Expelled into the Air 384 
Disease Evicted into Related Object 384 

349-361 
350-356 

356-360 

360-361 

361-519 
361-410 



Triform Transference 385 - Part for Whole Transference 386 
Crossroad Cure 386 - Dead to Living 386 
Docto� Absorbs Disease 387 - Bewitched Articles Burned 387 
Three Persons Witness the Burning 388 - Whipping 388 
Cure by Breaking 389 - Spirit Caught in Knot 389 
Pain Shared 391 - Pain Is C�ssed Prayer 391 
Lord's Prayer 392 - Coffeepot Rite Prayer 393 
Powered by Singing 393 - Like Cures Like 394 
Magic of the Opposite 395 - Backwards 395 
Rite of Disguise 395 - If Evildoer Dies, Spell Incurable 396 
Spellcaster Must Cure Spell 396 
Spell caster Unable to Cure Spell 396 - Turning Back Spell 396 
Dpessing 397 - Ove��ss 397 
Wrong Remedy: Doll Baby Booby Trap 398 
Correct Remedy: Doll Baby Booby Trap 398 - Greatest Remedy 399 
Seven-Year Remedy 399 - Hitting Remedy 399 - Blowing 400 

. Breath Blown Three Times 400 - Blow Yore House Out 400 
Cupping 400 - Spitting 401 - Scatologic Rite 402 - Sweeping 402 
Wrongside Out 404 - Upside Down 405 - Upwards 405 
Westward 405 - Cursing 406 - Curse Canceled 406 - Holy Oil 406 
Holy Water Again 407 - Measuring 407 - Pay off Fo' Dat Root 408 
Bandage Disposal 408 
Until You Are Cured, Never Destroy CUnjupe Object 408 
As Long As It Alive, It Ain't Coming Out 409 
Live Snake Fried from Man 409 - Last Medicine 410 
Protective Hand 410 

FOLK MEDICINE (2) CURE AND PROTECTION . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 410-519 
Adam-and-Eve 410 - Alder 411 - Alligator Root 412 - Alum 412 
Ammonia 412 - Ants 413 - Asafetida 414 - Ashes 414 - Baby 414 
Basil 416 - Betsy Bug 417 - Bible 417 - Bitterweed 417 
Black Cat Oil 417 - High John de Conke� Tablets 417 
Black Master 418 - Black Pepper 418 - Black Root 418 
Blacksnake Root 418 - Bloodroot 419 - Bluestone 419 '---, 
Brambleberry 419 - Borax 420 - Brimstone 420 - Broom 420 
Buckeye 421 - Bull Nettle 421 - Bull of the Woods Root 421 
Button Willow or Button Bush 422 - Buzzard 422 
Buzzard Rock 423 - Buzzard Root 424 - Caraway Seed 424 
Cedar 425 - Chicken 425 - Cinnamon 429 - Cow 429 - Crab 431 
Crossroad Dirt 431 - Devil's Shoestring 432 - Dirt Dauber 432 
Dishwater 434 - Dog 435 - Dog's Tongue 436 - Dog Fennel 437 
Dogwood 43.7 - Doorstep Dirt 437 - Dragon's Blood 437 - Eel 438 
Elder 438 - Fig Tree 438 - File [tool] 439 - Firewood 439 
Fish 439 - Fish Brine 440 - Five-Finger Grass 440 - Frog 441 
Garlic 445 - Gasoline 446 - Goat 446 - Gourd 446 
Grapevine 447 - G�avey�d Di�t 447 - Gunpowder 451 
Hickory 451 - Hoecake 452 - Hog 452 - Hog Hoof Powde� 452 
Hors� 453 - Horseshoe 453 - Horseshoe Nail 454 - Incense 454 
Iodine 454 - Jimson Weed 454 - John de Conke� Root 455 
John de Conke� Powde� 457 - Knife 457 - Knots Again 457 
Lodestone 458 - Lye 459 - Maple 460 - May-Wate� 460 
Milk [Human] 460 - Mistletoe 460 - Mockingbird 461 - Nail 461 
Needle 461 - Nutmeg 462 - Oak 462 - Onion 462 
Oyster Plant, Jerusalem Artichoke, Kohlrabi 462 
Parsley 463 - Peach 463 - Penny 463 - Perfume Weed 464 
Persimmon 465 - Pins 465 - Potato 466 - Psalms 467 
Quicksilver and Tin Foil 467 - Rain Water 467 - Ratsbone 468 



Rattlesnake 468 - Rattlesnake Master 469 - Red Bay 470 
Red Brick Powder 470 - Red Oak 470 
Red Pepper and It's Combinations without Salt 470 
Roach 473 - St. John's Weed 473 - Salt and Combinations 473 
Saltpeter 480 - Sampson Root or Sampson Snakeroot 481 
Scissors 481 - Shoe 481 - Silkroot, Silkweed, Milkweed 483 
Silver 484 - Slippery Elm 493 - Smartweed 494 - Snail 494 
Snake 494 - Snakeroot 494 - Spider 494 
Sulphur and Combinations without Salt and Pepper 495 
Swamproot 496 - Sweat 496 - Tidewater and One Way Water 497 
Tobacco 497 - Turpentine 497 
Urine (1) - Bath or Ointment 498 
Urine (2) - Taken Internally 502 
Urine (3) - Worn on Body 503 
Urine (4) - Used about House 504 
Van-Van 509 - Water 509 - Whiskey 512 - Willow 513 
Wood (1) - New Wood Against Spirits 513 
Wood (2) - Struck by Lightning 514 
Wood (3) - Spirits Fear Matches 517 
Wood (4) - Lightwood and Lighter Pine 518 
Wood (5) - Woodpecker Wood 518 
Wood Louse 519 - Wood Rat 519 

HANDS: MAGIC HELPERS • . • • . . • • . • . • • • . . • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 519-669 
Author Sees Hand 519 - Adam-and-Eve 520 - Anvil Dust 521 

.Baby's Hand 521 - Baby Slobber 521 - Basil 522 - Bat 522 
Bathwater 522 - Bible 523 - Bird Nest 523 - Black Bottle 523 
Black Cat: Living Hand 526 - Black Cat: De�d Hand 526 
Blaak Cat Pow de p  526 - Black Cat Wishing-Bone 526 
Black Cow Milk 527 - Black Cross 527 - Black Diamond 527 
Blacksnake Root 527 - Black Star 528 - Blood 528 ( 
Bloodshed Kills Hand 529 - Blow Your Breath 529 \ 
Boat-Shaped 530 - Bow of Man's Hat 530 - Boxing Hand 531 
Brass Ring 531 - Brimstone 531 - Broken Bottle Hand 532 
Broomstraw 532 - Buckeye Hand 533 - Buzzard Lard Hand 533 
Chair 533 - Chastity Hand 534 - Chicken 535 
Chicken Wishbone 536 - Chimney Dirt 536 - Coffin 536 
Coffin Nail 542 - Confusion Powde p 542 - Cross Vine 542 
Dead: Bone From 543 - Dead: Fingernail From 543 
Dead: Hair From 544 - Dead: Hands From 545 
Dead: Thief's Candle or Light, or Hand of Glory 545 
Dead: Letter to 545 - Dead Man 546 - Death Takes a Hand 546 
Devil's Duet 546 - Devil Powdep 546 - Devil's-Shoestring 546 
Devil VinegQP 547 - Dice as Hands 547 - Dirt Dauber 548 
Dishrag 548 - Dog 549 ( Doll Baby or Snakehide No Nature Hand 549 - Doorstep Dirt 550 
Dragon's Blood 551 - Dpawing Oil 551 - Dustman 551 
Egg: Walking Blues 551 
Egg: Crawl Like a Snake, Wander Like an Ant 552 
Egg: Gambling Hand 552 - Evil Eye 552 
Fishhead Roak (Drumfish or Gaspergou) 552 
Five-Fingered Grass 553 - Foot Skin 554 - Foot Track 554 
Fork and Knife 556 - Four Leaf Clover and Wish Bean 556 
Frog or Toadf�g 556 
F�g Dus t, Toadfpog Bpead, Devil's-Snuffbox 562 - Garlic 562 
Getaway Powdep 562 - Good Luak Pe pfume Powdep 562 
Grave-Shaped 563 - Grave: The Third 563 - Gpaveyapd Dipt 563 



Graveyard Penny 569 - Graveyard Plants 570 
Guinea SeedS, Guinea Pepper, Guinea Grains, Paradise Seed, 

Seeds of Paradise, Grains of Paradise 570 
Gunpowder 57 1 - Hair 572 - Hall's Lucky Hand 573 
Hand Maker 573 - Hand Maker's Trademark 575 
Hand: Degrees of Power 576 - Hand: Time Limit for 577 
Hand: Feeding 578 - Hand: Power Renewed by Docto� 580 
Hand: Secrecy 580 - Hand: Acquainted with You 581 
Hand: Like a Ball 581 - Hand: Jumps 582 
Hand: Hot or Cold 583 - Hand: Talking Hand 583 
Hand: Disguised Name 583 - Hand: Stolen Ingredients 583 
Hand: Handshaped 583 - Hand Bought on Trial 585 
Hand: Salesmanship (in selling) 585 
Hand Returns to Maker 585 
Hand: Heart'll Jump 586 
Hand: Heart-Shaped 586 
Hearts Cologne 586 - Holly 588 - Holy Oil 588 - Hoodoo Bag 589 
Horse 589 - Horseshoe Nail 589 - Hot-Foot PowdB� 590 
Incense Hand 591 - Indian Turnip 591 - Inftuence PowdB� 591 
The,Hand Called Jack 592 - Jay Bi� Rock 592 - Jockey Club 592 
John dB Conke�, Low John dB Conke�, High John dB Conke� 593 
John de Conke�: He and She 595 - John dB Conke�'s Oil 595 
Jomo 595 - Keyhole 596 - King of dB WoodS 596 

. King of the Wo�ld and Queen Elizabeth 596 - King-Snake Root 597 
King Solomon Root 597 - Knothole 597 - Knots Nine Tied 597 
Knot Tied Tighter and Tighter 598 - Knotted Snakeskin 598 
Ladyfinger-Root Toby 598 - Letter 599 
Lightning-Struck Wood 599 - Living Hand 599 - Lodestone 599 
Lodestone Powder 600 
Lodestone: Black and White 600 - Lodestone: He and She 601 
Love Hand 603 - Love PowdB� 603 - Luck Piece Hand 604 
Luck Powde� 605 - Lucky Bag 605 - Lucky Bean 605 
Lucky Button 606 - Lucky Dog Perfume 606 - Lucky Glass 606 
Lucky Heart Plant 607 - Lucky Heart Powde� 607 
Lucky Star 607 - Lucky Oil 607 - Magic Cont�l Powde� 607 
Magic Sand 608 - Man's Shirt 608 - Maste� of the WoodS 609 
Matches 609 - Measuring 609 - Mojo 610 - Money Belt Hand 611 
Money Counting 611 - Money: Paper 611 - Money: Penny 611 
Money: Prices for Hands 615 - Money: Silver 6 15 
Money: Uneven 616 - Moon 6 16 - Mullein 616 - Nail 617 
Name 617 � Nation Sack 620 - Needle 621 - Nitle Days 622 
Oak 622 - Olive Oil 622 - Onion 622 - Oystermen HandS 626 
Palma Christi 626 - Palmetto 627 - Perfume 627 
Picture or Photograph 628 - Pinto Bean 628 - Pin Protection 628 
Playing Cards 628 - Plowshare 630 - Pocket 630 
Queen's Delight 630 - Queen Weed 63 1 
Quicksilver or Silve� Dust 631 - Rabbit Foot 632 
Rattlesnake Master 634 - Red Flannel 636 - Red Pepper 636 
Red Pepper Pod 636 - Rolling 636 - Root Bottle Magic 637 
Root: A Triple 637 - Roots 637 - Rose, Oil of 639 
St. John's Wate� 639 - Saint Pete�'s P�tection Key 640 
St. Theresa Medal 640 - SalamandB� (Pocket Gopher) 640 
Salt 641 - Sand Root 642 - Sassafras and Blackberry 643 
Scissors 643 - Seals Are HandS 643 - Seven Siste�s Root 645 
Sex As a Hand 645 
Shame Brier, Shame Vine, Sensitive Brier, Shame Face, 



(continued) - Shame Jim, Ashamin', Shamin' Judy 646 
Shimmy -TaiZ Tea 647 - Shoe 647 - Shoemake or Sumac 647 
Shoe-Tongue Root 648 - Sifter 648 - Sinnerman's Hand 648 
Snail 648 - Snake Bone 649 - Spider 649 - Spirit of Jesus 649 
Spitting 649 - Squeezing Hand 650 - Steel Dust 650 
SteeZ Dust Hands, a Warning 650 - Stones or Rocks 650 
Sweat 651 - Sweet Oil 651 - Table Corner Scrapings 651 
Tar Soap 651 - Three Directions 651 - Three Graves 652 
Three Ingredients 652 - Three Minnows 652 - Three Oils 652 
Three Pockets 652 - Three Roots 652 - Three Stitches 653 
Three Times, Three Days 653 - Three Times, Walk Round 653 
Three Waters 654 - Three Wishes with Bright Eyes 654 
ThunderboZt Hand 655 - ThunderboZt, to Find 655 - Tobacco 655 
Toby 655 - Trumpet Root 656 - Turpentine 656 
Turtle (Cooter) 657 - TWin Brothers Root 658 
TtPo Dirts (Fork of Road Dirt) 658 
UndersZeeve Work: Problem with Children 658 
UnderworZd Work 659 - Upside Down 660 - Urine 660 - Van-Van 662 
Vinegar 663 - Walk-A�ay PowderJ W� PowderJ W� Water 663 
Well 665 - Whalebone Hand 665 
White Man de ConkerJ White Man's Conker 665 - Willow 666 
Wishbone 666 - Wise Man 666 - Witah Doator 667 - Witah Hand 667 
Witaharaft Hand 667 
Witchcraft, Hoodoo, Conjuration, Roo�ork, Triaks 667 
Wooden Box Hand 668 - WrestZing (RastZin') Hand 668 

BUSINESS AND CUSTOMERS • • • . • . • . • • • • • • •  " • • •  " • " . •  " " • " " " . " • • .  " • " " " " " 

Allspice 669 - Ammonia 670 - Asafetida "670 - Banana 670 
Bath for Business 670 - Beer 672 - Bible 673 
BZaak Cat Drawing OiZ 674 - Blueing 674 - Bluestone 674 
Broom and Sweepings 674 - Brown Luak Powder 677 
Business Po�der 677 - Buttonroot 677 - Buzzard 677 
Cedar , Oil of 678 - Chair 678 - Chicken 679 
Chicken Wishbone 680 - Cinn�on 681 - Clover, Oil of 682 
Cloves 683 - Codfish 683 - Darby's Fluid 683 
De Ole Man is Dead 684 - Devil's-Shoestring 685 
Dirt Dauber 685 - Doorstep Dust 685 - Elder 685 
Fast Luak 686 - File (tool) 687 - Fingernail and Toenail 687 
Fish 687 - Foot Skin 688 - Fork-of-Road Dirt 688 - Friday 688 
Friday and Monday 689 - Garlic 689 - Geranium, Oil of 690 
Get TogetherJ Never PartJ ImmateriaZs 691 - Ginger 691 
Graveyard Dirt 691 - HoZy IdenJ Van-Van HoZy OiZJ SaZt-Bag 694 
HoZy OiZ 695 - HOZy Mammy OiZ and BZue MoundS 695 
Holy Water 695 - Holy Water on Friday and Java Water 696 
Horseshoe 697 - Horseshoe Nail 699 - Incense 700 
Jockey Club 705 - King of Roots 705 
King Snake and Blacksnake 705 - Lice 705 - Lye 706 
Mary Garden Perfume 708 - Menses 708 
Monday, First in Month 709 - Nutmeg 709 - P arsley 709 
Peanuts 710 - Peroxide 710 - Quincunx 710 
Red Brick and Redding 710 - Red Pepper 711 - Rice 711 
Salt 711 - Saltpeter 717 - Sampson Snakeroot 718 
Scissors Cut Luck 718 - Sea Salt 718 
Seven-Eleven, Oil and Perfume 718 - Seven-In-One-OiZ 719 
Seven Eleven Time 720 - Shoe 720 - SiZver Sand 723 
Sloan's Linament and Turpentine 723 
Smoke 'em (Fumagate Self) 723 - Sugar 726 - Sulphur 726 

669-744 

\ 



Three Ing redient s 728 - Th�e Kings Oil 728 - Three Mon ths 728 
Thre e  Oils 729 - Three-Way O il 729 - Three Pe rfumes 729 
Three Seeds 730 - Tobacco 730 - Tree of P aradis e 731 
Up s ide Down 731 - Urine 732 - Vanilla 739 - Van-Van 739 
Vinegar 740 - Water 740 - Water Thrown 742 - Wrong S i de Out 743 
Yellow Wash 743 

SHRINE S: ALTARS - CANDLES - SAINT S 
NEW ORLEANS AREA 

(1) ALTARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

They Believe in Candles 744 - Hoodoos Town 745 
Seven Sisters 745 - Seven Brothers 746 
It's a Gift S ays Doator Sims of Washing ton , D . C . , 747 
You Have to be Born Psyahia: You We� Born Psyahia 748 
At the Four Corners of the Earth Take Nine New Keys 

Send Out Your Thought s 751 
Wash ing t on Sp iritualis t Reminis ces: Mary Moody of Ri chmond 

Man Calls on Four WindS and Five Waves 752 
Mo th er Jone s , Washing ton , D . C . , 755 
Woman Acros s the Creek in F ront o f  the Cemetery 

"Her Hard-Time C andles 756 
Madam Jacks on Across de Creek 757 
Rout ine Work for Do ctor 758 
Glove Hand in a Candle S et ting 758 
Doator McConni ck of Algiers: B l ack B o t tle , B lack Candle 

Your Grave Numb er Will be 65, p age 767 
Aaross the River Alg iers 769 
Pub li c  Shrine and the Cus todian 770 
The Private Shrine: Mas ter and Uncle: Jesus and Spiritualism 773 
Unique Offering at P rivate Shrine 775 - The High Al tar 775 
Helen: Miss , Madam , Mo ther: Owner of Shrine 776 
Doator Johnson 787 - Spiritual Hoodoo Rap s  for Saints 789 
Another Rapp ing Doator 790 - Mi ss Mo' 792 
Doator Burns Candle to Make P o l i ceman Lenient 793 
Marie Bap t is t e , Marie L ave au , Hoodoo Dance 794 & 796 

744-888 

744-797 

(2) CANDLES � . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . 797-862 
Why We Burn Candle s 797 - Color Symb ol ism 797 
Green Candle Qui cker 800 - B rown Candle to Recover 800 
Whi t e  Candle and Whi t e  Rum for White P eople 800 
Pink Candle for Whi te Man 801 
Whi t e  Candle , White Man ; Red Candle , Dark Man ; 

Black Candle , Enemy Man 801 
Green Candle , Whi te Man ; Red Candle , Dark or Black Man ;  

Blue Candle , Brown- Skin Man 801 
Lucky Candle s: Red , White , Blue , Green 801 
Candle Colors Mixed 802 - Ridgy Candle 803 - Cup Candle 803 
Lit tle Short Fat Candle 803 - Called a Death Candle-B03 
Man- Shaped Candle 804 - Dragon's-Blood Candle 804 
Numbers in Candles 804 - Seal in a Candl e 804 
High-Power Candle 805 - Eigh t-Day Candle 805 
Nine-Day Candle 806 - S ixty-Hour Candle 806 
B ite Off Candle Top and Bottom 806 
Glas s  of Water and Pho tograph 808 - Name F ace Down 808 
Name on Can dle and P ap er 808 - Name Under and Around C andle 809 
N ame B ackwards 809 - Red Ink , Red Candle ; Draws B lood 810 
Name Three Times Backwards 810 
Name Three Time s Around Candle 810 - Name F ive Times 811 



Name on Label S even Times 811 - Name Nine Times 811 
Name Nine Times Backwards 811 - Spiral Wri t ing of Name 811 
Name Nine Times Barb er-Poled on Candle 813 
Three Names and Candles, Cup of Water 813 
Names Cros sed , Cup of Water 814 
Names Cros sed Five and Nine Times 814 
Name Folded Three Way s 8 14 - Outline of Fingers with Name s  815 
Name s  Burned to Ashe s  816 - Broken Candle 816 
Bap t ize Them in Al cohol 816 - Roll Candle in Lu cky Powder 816 
Roll in S alt 817 - Rolled in Pepper and S alt 8 1 7  
Rolling , Calling, Curs ing 817 - Rolled i n  S ug ar f o r  P eace 8 1 8  
To Roll C andle in Whiskey 81 8 
New Pins and Needles Pushed into Black Candle 8 19 
New Whit e Plate Holding Black Candle , Cros s ed Knif e and Fork 819 
Black Candle and Red Pepper in Green S aucer-8l9 
Clothes Beneath Three White C andles 820 
Black Candle Burned over Cros s road Di rt 820 
Doll of Wood: Wake For 820 - Candle on Foot Track 820 
Le ft-Foot Shoe: Eas t or West 821 
Shoes and Black an d  Red Candle s 821 
Graveya:l'd Dirt under Black Candle 821 
Groveya:rod Dirt and Black Candle: Name Three and S even Times 8 2 2  
Candle Burned o n  Ugly-Drawn Heart 8 2 2  
Three Different Colors: I c e  i n  a Bowl 8 2 3  
Lye, Onion, P epper and Black Candle i n  Whi te S aucer 823 
Burned in P epper S auce 823 - Black C andle on Pho tog raph 823 
Candle Burned 

'
in Whiskey , Gin, Coffee , Wine 8 2 5  

Burned o n  Floor at Main Door 8 2 5  - North Room 8 2 6  
In Toile t  and Flush 826 - Dark Corner 8 2 6  
Three Corners; Three Candles 8 2 6  
Four Corners ; Four Candle s 82 7 - S al t  i n  Four Co rners 8 2 7  
Cat er-Cornered: Magic o f  the Diagonal 82 7 
Opposite Corners: Mag i c  of the Diag onal 82 8 
Diminishing Time 828 
S i ck the Firs t Day; Dead the Ninth Day 828 
Five Minutes Daily N ine Days 829 - Fi fteen Minutes 82 9  
Three Hours Daily 829 - Three Days ; Three Colors 829 
Eight Days o r  Weeks 829 - Black Candle on Friday 829 
Monday , Wednesday , Friday 830 
White and Red at Sunup and S undown 830 - Five in the Morning 830 
Six o'clo ck Morning and N ight 830 - Formula 6-12 -6, page 830 
Nine U�t il Twelve 831 - Name and Hail, Mary 831 
B la ck Candle Curs ed , Candle Will Pop 831 
No Candle ; No Job: Pray at Candle 832 
Purple Light and Dragon's Blood 832 
Green and Yellow: Talk to Pho tograph 832 - Candle Smoke 833 
The Halo Sign 833 - White Candle and Prayer 834 
Read Bible and Pray: Nine Days 834 
Headache S t ar t s  When Candle Lit 834 
Imagine P erson's P ic ture: Calling , "To Hell , To Hell, You Go . 

Dri f t  Foreve r . "  834 
Candle Burning Caus es Headache 834 
Black Candle: Fas t  and Pray 835 - Knock and Call 835 
Diminish ing Distance , Wash Candle, P inch Out 835 
Fli ckering Candle 836 
Name Called Three Times; Written Seven Times 836 



Candle and Sulphur Burned; Name Called 836 
Three Highest Names; Sign of Cross 837 - Holy Name Vah 837 
Candle Set in Whiskey; Pull Flame to You 837 
Nine Broomstraws Circling Candles 838 
Saucer Upside Down; Resistance Varies 838 
Nine Lumps of Sugar in Circle 839 
Three Knots in String; Nine Notches in Candle 840 
Nine Black Candles; Five Up and Four Down 840 
Nine Candles in Nine Glasses; Two Cigars and Ice 841 
Circumambulation Nine Times 842 
Subpoena Frozen and Burned 842 
White Candle on Subpoena; Circled by Sugar on Ice 842 
Candle and Key Crosses 842 
Circle of Three Green Candles in Saucer 843 
Mirror Behind Black Candle 843 
Seven Red Candles In a Round Row 843 
Black Candle and Coffin 844 
Black Candle, DoH Baby, Little Coffin 845 
Candles and Business 845 - Candle for Better Crop 845 
Candle to Rent Room 846 - Red Candle and Judge 846 
Drink Muddy River Water; Throw over Shoulder 846 
Photograph and Black Candle: MiLt and piZth 847 
Candle and Scissors 848 - Candle and Left Sock 848 
Candle sponge Buried 848 - No Donation; No Success 849 
Let Candles Bum Out 849 
Luck Piece or Hand Recharged by Candles 849 
Whether Candle Burning Against You: Run Cards 849 � How Do You Feel 850 - Mistake Puts Out Candle 850 
To Put Out Candle Against You: 

Hoodoo or Fortunete11er 
Well up on Clairvoyant Power 
Direct with the Astral Plane 
Might Ketch the Vibration 
Concentrating with Will Power 
Offer up Pure White Light 
Pop! Pop! Popl 851 

If You Don't Deserve It, They Goes out Theyse1f 851 
Broomstraw Stolen 851 - Broomstraw Broken 852 
Broken Candle Again 852 
Broken Water Glass Upside Down Over White Candle 852 
Bible and God Bless Them 852 - Psalm 91 - Backwards 85 3 
Pray and Magic of the Opposite 853 - Magic of the Same 853 
Holy Water Puts Out Candle 854 - Matches �ainst Candles 856 
Candle Burning Stopped by Mirror 857 
Needle Remedy For Candle 857 
Pins Protect Against Candles 858 
Salt and Sugar Burned 858 
Urine Thrown, Drowns Burning Candle 858 
Defeated by War Water 858 - Against Burning Candle Use Water 859 
Wrongs ide Out Reverses; Burning Candle Goes Out 861 
More Rites to Put Out Candles 861 

(3) SAINTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 862-888 
St. Anthony 862 - St. Black Hawk (Hoodoo Saint) 863 
St. Expedite 863 - St. Joseph 866 - St. Michael 867 
Mother Catherine 868 - Mother of Perpetual Help 869 
Blessed Mother 870 - St. Peter 871 - St. Raymond 877 



St. Rita 880 - St. Roc 887 - Sacred Heart of Jesus 888 
MORE DOCTORS DESCRIBED BY LAYMEN • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  888-931 

Ole Man Alexander 888 - Doctor' Armour of Berkley 889 
Doctor' Bayhan, white doctor' of Eastern Shore 891 
Doctor' Buzzard of Beaufort, S. Car. 891 
Aunt Cora of Hopewell, Va. 905 
Ole Lena Davis, called Mammy Doctor', Richmond, Va. 906 
Madam DeLong, white doctor', Savannah, Ga. 906 
Aunt Sally of Savannah, Ga. 906 
Aunt Eliza: Fayetteville, N. Car. 907 
Woman Who Got Sanctified and Doctor' Harrison or Harris 908 
Ole Church Hines: near Wilmington, N. Car. 909 
Mistah Durbena Hone: Patterson, Ark. 911 
George Jackson: of the Eastern Shore 912 
Madam Jane: near Birmingham, Ala. 915 
Mother Kate of New Orleans, La. 917 
Molly Lee, white doctor', near Suffolk, Va. 919 
Pauline of the Island, white doctor', near Brunswick, Ga. 920 
Doctor' Robinson: Jacksonville, Fla. 921 
Doctor' Small: Florence, S. Car. 922 
Zippy Tu11 of the Eastern Shore 923 
Uncle Tom Williams: Lollie, Ga. & Jacksonville, Fla. 929 
DoctoI' Wilson 930 

VOLUME TWO 

INTERVIEWS: MY CONVERSATIONS WITH DOCTORS 
MY FIRST DOCTOR: Richmond, Va. 933-948 
GIFTED MEDIUM: New Orleans, La. 948-969 
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INTRODUCTION 

WITHIN THE WITHINS 

The contents of these volumes are well described in the ti tle of the first 
chapter or section - A STRANGE WORLD . For throughout the following pages , 1606 
s trange-world believers and I will talk about magic ri tes and spiri ts - talking 
on more than 3000 ol d-fashioned Ediphone and Telediphone cylinders . These 
recordings took an expert transcriber more than 1 1/2 years to transcribe . What 
did they in totality - collecting , arranging , edit ing and publishing - require 
from me? That is the purpose of this introduc tion . 

As an appropriate vehicle to convey the atmosphere of s trangeness soon to 
envelope us , we have a living text - one vast quo tation , a dialogue interrupted 
only by ti tles and occasional explanatory no te . To identify these ever-present 
two speakers - ALL PARENTHESES AND BRACKETS ENCLOSE MY WORDS ; the former indi
cating question or comment during actual interview , the latter denoting subse
quent edi torial matter . EVERYTHING ELSE BELONGS TO THE INFORMANTS . 

That word dialogue is more than a two-way conversation - informant ' s  words ; 
my questions and comments . Somet imes informant saying nothing says much by pant
omime ; at other t imes words are accompanied by acting to illus trate meaning . In 
either case I warn reader by frequent bracket [ demonstrates ] ,  that informant is 
about to  act (see Memphis do otor , p . 1117 , line 45) ; or I actually des cribe infor
mant ' s  motions by parenthesis (see fantast ic description of blood circulation by 
Do otor Lindsay of Ri chmond , p . 944 , line 30 to p . 946 , line 41 ; see also how I fol
low Dootor Caffrey of New Orleans , wh ile he dances up to the picture of St . Peter 
on his altar p . 1464 , lines 2-35) . 

Like my Po lk lore Prom Adams Coun ty Il linois - abbreviated PACI - this new work 
offered to s cholars and interested readers is a serious investigation of super
st ition . Similarly bo th publications are collections of original material gath
ered orally among believers themselves . Both may be called j ourneys among peop le 
and into their minds . The newer j ourney begins . 

NEW JOURNEY - NEW METHOD 

PA CI was an exhaust ive search for general folklore within the few square miles 
of a small community , whereas the present s tudy - confining i tself to  witchcraft 
and allied magic practice - covers a wide geographi cal are�; from New York City 
south through �lorid a ;  west across the Gulf of Mexi co to Mqbile , New Orleans and 
Algiers ; and north up the Mississippi River to Vicksburg , Memphis and Lit tle Ro ck . 
Algiers - called Hoodoos Town (p . 745 ,  line 14) , over the river (p . 782 , last line) 
and aoross the river (p . 769 , line 39) , being west side of river in New Orleans -
has always been considered by many hoodoos a town separate from New Orleans . 
These j ourneys mus t be narrated later because they illus trate important problems 
and techniques , adding significance and interest to the text . 

Ano ther difference between PACI and the present study - whi ch I abbreviate 
HOODOO - are informants . Who were interviewed? PA CI sayings and s tories were 
given both by white and colored persons ; amounts from each prob ably being in pro-
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p ortion t o  population - 20 to 1 .  This rat io is reversed in HOODOO - 1605 Negroes . 
to 1 white man (p . 5 ,  No . 8) - becaus e collecting condit ions in the S outhern S tates 
advised me no t to attempt the two fo ld or s imultaneous operat ion I had us ed in 
Illinois ; also becaus e the beg inning o f  World War II and g aso line rationing pre
ven ted me from working separately among white people . For the hoo doo-bel iever 
ratio be tween coZo�ds and whites - as one woman called them (p . 1155 , line 6) -
le t us lis ten to the opinions of p rofes sional men and women eng aged in hoodoo 
work : 
Zorro the Mentalist o f  Norfolk , Va . ,  s ays :  

"We do find in the South that 90 percent o f  Neg roes is been traine d 
tmder that hoodooism and 40 percent whites be lieve in hoodooism . " (p . 1 163 , 
line 29 f . ) 

Like Zorro , the Memphis doctor who p er formed OPERATION SHOEPOLISH ( p . 1567 f . ) , 
make s an ex treme s tatement : 

"Yo ' kin s t art right ' cros s  West Memphis b ridge ,  git below West Memphis , 
and all de way into Little Ro ck - 135 mile ah think is de highway - yo ' 
cain ' t  hardly s t op at a home but whut p eople don ' t  believe in hoodooism. " 
( p . 1569 , line 10f . )  (Rememb er , my info rmant is talking about Wes t  Memphis 
and the ro ads be fore World War II ! Everything then was p rimi t ive compared 
to what I saw in 1968 , while driving up the Mis s i s s ippi River from New Or
leans to S t .  Louis . )  

Almos t ag reeing with ZOrTO is Faith Doctor o f  Li t t le Ro ck , Ark . , who s ay s : 
"Well , ah te ll yo ' mah deah frien ' , de white race , ah would give i t  an 

even b reak , 50 outa ev ' ry  100 ; an ' in de colore d , 9 out a ev ' ry  10 . " 
(p . 1 3 2 3 , line 42 . )  

No t s o  exces s ive as Zorro , a Blind Doctor of Flo rence , S .  Car . , s ays : 
''Yo ' t ake 7 out a 10 be lieves in it . "  (p . 1535 , l ine 40 . ) After as suming 

that I am a whit e  hoodoo doctor , a frequent ass ump tion among informants , he 
con tinues with a valuable obversation about b lack and white doctors , b l ack 
and whi te b e lievers : "Yo ' [ and he means me ] kin go tuh work now , [workin ' 
on ] white an ' bl ack , de bl ack will b e l ieve yo ' quicker den me but ah kin 
play mo '  whites den you kin . "  ( p . 1535 , lines 46-47 . )  

Divine Healer , also o f  Little Rock , lowe rs the p re ceding e s timates : 
"All would s ay aroun ' 40 percent - 40 percent of de people believes in 

hoodooism • • •  whi te and colored ' caus e dey come to mah office. fo r dat kinda 
mes s . But ah tell ' em ah don ' t do dat . "  (p . 1046 , lines 41-46 . )  

Some info rmants , like Root Se l ler of Mobile Al a . , do not mention percentages : 
[ I  ask during interview] " (Wel l , how many white peop l e  believe in i t ? ) 11 
"De re ' s  a-p lenty o f  ' em believe in it j e s t  like we colored - dat ' s de 

b igges t thing they be lieves in , cunjura ti on .  I t ' s  nuthin but a ism • • •  i f  -

a man got a wife and she git s i ck ,  de fus t thing he s ay ,  ' Somebody ' s  done 
s omep in tuh mah wif e , '  or ' S omeb ody done s omepin tuh me and ah los t  mah 
j ob '  [ or ]  ' All done dis -and-dat . '  [ Then I ]  s e ll mo re John de Conker [ a  
roo t , see p . 593 ] ' en [ then = than ]  evah . Dat ' s de b igges t s eller ah g o t . 
And ah [ even ] sell it to - ef [ if ]  Jedge [ Judg e Somebody ' s ] fool enough to 
buy i t , ah le t him have it . "  (p . 12 , No . 11 . )  

Madam Wi ley o f  Memphis ,  also un concerned about percen tage , i s  in te re s ted only in 
the number of white be lievers : 

''Mah trade is white . Ask eve r ' body yo ' see . "  
" (Are the re many white people in this busines s o r  not? ) "  
' 'Yes suh , dere ' s some in it . Oh , i t ' s ten or twelve here . " ( p . 156 7 , 
line 3f . )  

Madam Collins , likewise o f  Memphis , s tates the prob lem in a different way : 
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"Dere is a 10t ta peop le who don ' t  know whut they talkin ' about - dere ' s  
mo ' f alse p re tenders den dere are real workers . I t  

" ( That is what a woman down in New Orleans told me . ) "  
"Dere so  many fakes until when de real person come , dey are j is ' g rabbed 

up an ' carried into j ail . But when de real peop le come along dat chew 
don ' t know how to believe ' em . "  [What a s tatement ! Within a few hours , I 
myself was a1mos t in j ai l ! ]  

"It ' s  de s ame way heah in dis city . I t ' s  so many people out wa1kin ' de 
streets kno ckin ' on do ' s  dat until de people who have homes an '  private 
[ hoodoo ] business cain ' t  git any work . A co ' s e [ o f course]  we git plenty 
work from whi te people but we don ' t  git very much from colored people . The 
real doctors of this ci ty dey do git cooperation from de white people , 
busine ss peop le , be cause they are the peop le that needs them . 1 t (p . 99 6 , 
lines 37-49 . )  (Her ''we don ' t  g i t  very much [work] from colored p eop le" 
means colored peop le do not vis it Madam Collins as of ten as whites do , be
caus e colored peop le l ack the money - not the belief . Remember , this was 
during the Great Depres s ion before World War I I . )  

Under cover Man of New Orleans answers my percentage question : 
" (What percentage o f  the people do you s ay would believe very thoroughly 

in this s ort of work? ) "  
I tWell , the maj ority is colored peop le , but we got right smar t of  whi te -

right smar t of ' em . 1 t (p . 16 7 2 , line 15£ . )  
" (I s  it dying down or is it  s U11 ab out the s ame as it us ed to be ? ) " 
"Well , you take out in parts of  Arkans as and Texas it ' s  good yet . Some 

p arts of Louisiana it  ain ' t  as good as it used to be on account of there 
so many graf ters , you see . But you ge t in Mississippi and North Louisiana 
[work is s till good] . You take Arkans as - they paid me as high as $ 60 
for a toby . "  (p . 1672 , line 17f . )  (Toby = hand. For toby , see p . 6 55 £ . ; 
for hand, pp . 5 7 3-586 . )  

Another New Orleans informant s ays concerning a cousin , Do ctor Julius P .  Caesar :  
" So finally his eyes had taken [ on]  so , h e  went on to the Charity Hos

pital and - they have a good many white folks [ at the hospital]  b elieves 
in that , he was colored and he was well known there - and they treated his 
eyes . 1 t (p . 1642 , line 47f . )  

T rue , only 1 whi te man appears in this material collected in Southe rn S tates , 
and I have exp lained why (p . II , line 2 ) ; but I have in these volumes quoted 11 
white believers from FACI - see HOODOO� pp . IV-VI ; 1-2 ,  Nos . 2-3 ; 348 , line 40f . ; 
349 , line 7f . ; 372 , No . 9 77 . How many white persons and what percentage accepted 
some form of wit chcraf t - secret belie f , half belief , cris is belie f  - in Adams 
County , I llinois , in 1935 ? No one can answer that question . 

As a matter of fact , A STRANGE WORLD (pp . 1- 19 )  was selected , given section 
s tatus and put at the beginning of the text to emphas ize , that the HOODOO
CONJURATION-WITCHCRAFT-ROOTWORK comb ination was neither invention nor spe cial 
prerog ative of the Negro . The text opens with the death of a colored witch , 
followed by a de tailed account  of the death of a white wit ch - a woman of German 
orig in . The whi te woman te lling the second s tory is j ust as supers titious as the 
colored woman telling the first s tory . 

Bes ide s examples of white believers and do ctors g iven in A STRANGE WORLD and 
els ewhere in the se volumes (re ferences Later ) , I will now name two white men who 
for 60 years or more were the mos t famous doctors on the Atlantic Coas t :  the 
fabulous Doctor Buz zard of Beaufort (Bu ' - fert) , S .  Car . , and Doctor Harris near 
Florence , S .  Car . Doctor Buzzard , born before the Civil War and dead by 1888 , 
was - as his name signifies - a symbolic s cavenger of rotten or evi. l condi tions . 
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That this wo rk included heal ing i s  evident. Though Do ctor Buzz ard may no t  have 
o riginated them ,  he prob ab ly set the fashion for the t i tle doctor (everywhere) , 
quee r p ersonal name (p . 293) , odd appe aran ce (pp . 294-300 ) and iso lated res idence 
(p . 30l) . Was Doctor Buzzard succeeded by a white m an ?  He certainly was followed 
from h i s  de ath until my time by a lo t of Li ttLe b Lack BuzzardS (p . 14l7 , l ine 2) ; 
one o f  whom I interviewed - see interview DOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK . Doctor 
Harris was well-known on April 3 ,  1909 , when Doctor Nelson began to work for him 
(p . 1600 , line 6) . Court�m Spe ciaLis t knew Harris from 1908 (p . 1448 , line 43) 
and s ays he was the orig inal Doctor Bu z z ard (line 45f . ) . I say to Courtroom 
SpeciaUst , " I  talked with one of the men that worked for Harrison (Harris ) " 

( l ine 49) , p rob ab ly meaning Nelson . Harris , who died 1926-1927 , was almos t  im
mediately succeeded by a wh it e man calling himse l f  Doctor Harris (p . 1044 , line 
l7 f . ) . Thi s  is what caused the confusion b e tween names Harris and Harris son 
(Harrison) . Do read the remarkab le story of Doator Harris (Harrison) and the 
Woman Who Go t Sanan lied (p. 908f . ) • 

( Re fs . for Doctor Buz z ard : pp . 89l-905 , especi ally No . 3070 , wh i ch mus t  
b e  read ; p . 997 , line 48 t o  p . 998 , line 8 ;  p . 1044 ; pp . 14l6- l4l7 ; pp . 1447-
1448 ; p . 15l5 , t i tle & comment ; p . 1526 , title quo tation ; p . 1S99 , line 44f . ; 
cf . 125S , line 7 . ) 

( Re fs . for white b e lieve rs and doators , in addit ion to thos e  previous ly 
g iven : p . 22 , No . 30 ; p. 122 , line 52 to p . 123 , line 12 ; p . 132 , line S f . ; 
p . 178 , line 46 & p . 9l9 , Mollie Lee ; p . 194 , pp . 22-28 ; p . 197 , line 46 ; p . 276 , 
line 48 & also p . 309 , line 37 , Madam Kay ; p . 280 , line 47 ; p. 297 , lines 23-
31 , Ole Man Stuckey ; p . 47S , lines 32-47 ; p . 747 ,  l ines 22- 23 ; p . 777 , line 38 
to p . 77 8 , line 4 ,  Madam Helen ; p . 89l & p . 28 ,  No . 62 , Doator Bayhan ; p . 920 , 
Pauline of the I s land ; p . 1154 , line 51 to p . 1155 , line 11 , doing hoodoo 
work for b la ck & whi te Roman Catho li cs , no thing b ad ,  uses saints ; p . 1S 7 8 ,  
lines 14-20 ; e t c .  The best I could do for the moment without an index . ) 

Folkloris t ,  anthropologis t ,  e thnolog ist , so ciolog is t and psychologi s t  know 
that supers tition influences the mind regardles s o f  race , na tional i ty or creed ; 
that the person investigating this complicated subj ect is no t "making fun o f " or 
degrading the people investigated . S ince a few general readers o f  the s e  volumes 
may be unaware of these facts , le t me exp lain what I mean by quo ting a personal 
exper ience : 

After the pub lication o f  FACI in 1935 , printed reviews and p r ivate comments by 
s chol ars were excellent - see I llus trat ions . The book was not sent to news 
p ape rs , but a copy presented to the Quincy Pub li c  L ibrary immediately caught the 
eyes o f  a repor ter who wro te an outs tanding review - long , well done , fair - ye t 
some o f  the material dis turb ed :  

"Do you remember wh en you we re a child , and you learned that th irteen 
was unlucky , that a b lack cat mus t neve r be al lowed to cross your path • • • 

while you may no longer b elieve these o r  the s cores and s cores o f  o ther 
sup ers t i tions you firs t  heard as a ch ild , there apparently are many Adams 

· countyans who do , j udging by the impres s ive volume comp iled by • • • •  L is ted 
according to subj ect , there are 10 , 949 items of f o lklore in Mr . Hyatt ' s 
volume , rang ing from popular b eliefs reg arding weath er and nature t o  Child
hood rhymes and rhymed riddles , and including downrigh t voodoo belie fs , 
listed under ' Hoodoo and W.it chcraft . ' While many will b e  recogni zed with 
a smile b y  re aders who hear such b elief s  expres s ed - usually humorously -
nearly every day , the re are many as tounding items o f  dark and horrib l e  be
lief , whi ch , if s til l b elieved in Adams County today ,  e qual the wi t ch craft 
b eliefs of Pennsylvania witchcraft sects , o r  voodoo worshippers o f  Hait i . " 

(HeraLd- Whig , S unday , Feb ruary 2 ,  1936 . ) 
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A few of the
'
astounding i tems encoun tered by the rep orter may have b een the 

fo llowing ones . National or rac ial origins o f  info rmants I have ident i fied by 
italics as they are in the orig ina l text . The parenthes es re fer to pag es and 
item numb ers o f  quotations in the first edi tion o f  FACI : 

v 

'�y mo the r- in-law i s  a wi t ch . Every we ek she would 
of pie and s ay ,  ' Don ' t  le t anyon e eat this but John . ' 
him have it , for she was trying to g e t  him b ewi t ched . 
pie to the chi l dren . "  Gexman . (p . 4 7 1 ,  No . 9 19 0 . ) 

s end my J ohn a piece 
I sure didn ' t  let 
I always gave the 

"I had a beaut i ful whi te lily out in the y ard and thi s  neighbo r - we 
all thought could b ewi t ch anything - wanted a p iece of my li ly . I gave 
her a roo t seve r al years ag o not thinking . And my flowers h as no t b loomed 
s ince . " Gexman . (p . 46 8 ,  No . 9 1 7 5 . )  

"S omeone put a hoodoo baU under my mother ' s  front doors t ep years ag o 
and when she s t arted to go through the door she could no t move . Sh e j us t  
s tood there . They found the hoodoo baZZ and th rew i t  in the s t ove and all 
kind of l ight sh ot up from i t . The l igh ts were j us t  beaut i ful . My mo ther 
co ul d walk r igh t away as s oon as that b al l  s t arted to burning . "  Negro . 
(p . 4 6 7 , No . 9 l6 3 . )  (This suddenly being unab le to move o r  speak - thought 
to be caus ed by wit ch cr af t - is cal led ar res tmen t or arres tation . For ex
amples o f  it among wh ite persons in FACI , 1s t ed . , see p . 460 , No . 9 088 ; 
p . 4 7 7 , No . 9 2 5 6 ; p . 4 7 8 , No . 9 2 6 7 ; wh i ch wil l als o be found rep rinted in FACI , 
2nd e d . , pp . 817-8l8 . For examp les in HOODOO , see p . 25 l f . S everal ex amp les 
of colo red ligh ts in the text - see p . 7 3 ,  line s 17-20 - indi cate that fo r
me rly some doctors put a chemical preparat ion in their b ur ied or o ther 
obj ects to make them flare when burned . )  

"A man out in the country wen t to town to buy s everal b arre ls o f  mo las
ses . He had t o  p/as s an o l d  wom an ' s  hous e that everyone called a wit ch . On 
his way to town wh en he went by , she had a larg e  whi te towe l hang ing in the 
window and a large whi t e  ket tle under the towel . On his way b ack this wo
man was at th e window pulling on the towel j us t  like she was milking . J us t  
when his wagon got by her door , the b arrels in the wag on s tarted t o  dancing 
and danced all the way home . When the old man go t home he did not have any 
molas ses in hi s b arrels . The old witch had drained out every drop o f  his 
b arrels int o he r ke t tle in the window . " -Irish . (p . 4 7 1 ,  No . 9 1 8 8 . ) 

'�ears ag o I was wo rking on Broadway b e tween S ix th and Seventh [ in 
Quincy ] . I was out sweep ing the s idewalk when I s aw some thing on the walk . 
I went over t o  see what i t  was and it happ en to b e  a lit tle puppy dog 
( s alamander) . I s t arted to killing i t  and a colo red man tha t  was walking 
up the st ree t holler over at me and s aid , ' Don ' t  kil l  it . G ive it to me . '  
But I killed it j us t  the s ame . I s ai d  t o  this man , ' Wh at did you want with 
tha t .  " I t is poison . ' He said , ' I  could dry i t  up and make a powder out o f  
i t  an d  put it i n  a lit tle paper b ag an d  carry it , and if anyone was acros s 
the st ree t I could drop it on the s idewalk , and if the wind was in the 
right way to carry i t  acro s s  the s tre e t , it would go up their nos t ri l  and 
poison them and they would be full of puppy dogs . ' I was g lad I didn ' t le t 
him have it , but I was always af raid o f  that man . The woman I was working 
for s aid he could not hur t  me , b ut I was s cared o f  him j us t  the s ame for 
ye ars . "  Negro . (p . 4·68 , No . 91 7 7  . )  

"A farmer living out here [ a  few miles f rom Quincy ] in the country was 
bo thered with a b lack cat .  Every time he would go to the b arn a b ig black 
cat was aro und hi s  cows and his cows were g iving b loody milk all the time . 
He could not find out what was wrong with the "cows . So one day the c�t 
bothe re d  him so much , that he got af ter this b lack cat wi th the pitChfork , 
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and when he go t this cat up in the co mer o f  th e bam and was ab out to kill 
it , the cat turned into an old woman and begg ed thi s f armer for mer cy . And 
after that his cows did not g ive any mo re b loody mi lk . " Ge�an . (p . 482 , 
No . 9 2 8 4 . )  

"A woman [ the informant ] was walking down Madison S t reet and pas sed a 
neighbor ' s hous e and a p ig came out o f  the yard and s t arted after her . 
She pi cked up a s t i ck and hit the pig over the ne ck real hard . The pig 
s quealed and turned around and went b ack . The next day a ne ighbor came in 
wi th he r neck all t ied up . I s ai d , ' Wh at is wrong with your ne ck ? ' She 
s ai d , ' You hit me las t night . '  I said , ' Why , I only hit a p ig last night . '  
And she s aid , ' We ll , that pig was me . ' "  Ge�an . (p . 459 , No . 9 0 85 . )  

'�ears ago I had a very dear friend . We b o th had th e same amount o f  
hens . One day I moved i n  wi th her . W e  s ai d  w e  would n ot h ave any troub le 
over the eggs . We put a cur t ain up acro s s  the ki t chen . She had one s i de 
and me the o the r . We cut a round hold in the curt ain s o  we coul d  put 
thing s through . She always g o t  the eggs . I didn ' t  get any egg s .  One day 
I was over in her s i de and she had a bucket ful . I didn ' t  s ay a word , but 
I though t she was bewit ching my hens . Righ t  after that I s e t  an old hen 
with twenty-one eggs and she hatched out nine teen ch ickens . My friend kept 
t alking ab out the nine teen chi ckens , so I thought I would move and take my 
chi ckens before she got them . After I g o t  moved , my chi ckens would j u s t  
j ump up and d own  al l the t ime and d i e  one by one . I told my husb and she 
had my chi ckens bewi t ched . He s aid , ' I  will fix her . ' So he drawed he r 
picture wi th her p ipe in he r mouth . I t  sure look like she was s t anding 
righ t  there . My husb and is a wit ch doctor and he did no t have to t ake her 
p i c ture to a whi te oak t ree , he j us t sp it tob ac co j ui ce in her eyes . Sev
eral weeks af ter that I me t my friend and she could no t see . Her eyes were 
all sore .  I s ai d , ' What is wrong wi th your eyes ? ' But I knew it was the 
tob acco spit in her eyes . "  IPish.  (p . 4 80 , No . 9 27 5 . )  

"A woman was liv ing at Ninth and Jersey S t reet [ then a part o f  the old 
g ashouse district] and had a little g irl . An I rishwoman was living in the 
o the r part of the house and she j us t  hate d th i s lit t le g irl . Th is g irl 
got si ck .  They had one doctor af ter ano ther . '  They could not even f ind 
out what was wrong . One day I s aid t o  thi s  woman , ' Why don ' t you l ook in 
he r p illow .  I believe this old I r ishwoman has a spell on her . ' We op ened 
the pillow and found a large wreath [ o f  f eathers ] .  We took it and put i t  
i n  a hot stove an d  burned it . The lid j us t  kep t  hopping up and hopp ing up 
while the wreath was burning . Al l at on ce th is I ri shwoman came to the 
doo r . We had it locked so she could not get in . She s aid , ' My hands are 
burning up . Won ' t  you g ive me some b ut ter to rub on them ? ' I told this 
woman no t ,to let that old devi l in , for she is the one that has your li t t le 
girl b ewi t ched . We did not g ive her any but t er .  We j us t  le t her hands 
bum . And after that the lit t le girl got well . "  Ge�an . ( p . 4 9 7 , No . 9 34 7 . )  
(For a rare p i c ture o f  an orig inal wi t ch wre ath , drawn by a Quin cy s chool 
teacher a few hours af ter i t s  dis cove ry , see page i llus tration pre ceding 
T able o f  Content s ,  FACI , 2nd ed . )  

The bes t wit ch s tory o f  all , the actual death and b urial o f  a Quin cy wit ch -
one to ld t o  me s lowly , word fo r word ,  by a woman from o ld Ameri c an  s tock o f  Br it
ish des cent - I could not list here b ecause it b e long s to the s e cond edit ion o f  
FACI. Bes ides , it is alre ady in the t ext - pp . 1- 4 , No s . 2-3 . 

The p re ceding nine s tories or simi lar ones - should you be unf ami liar with the 
firs t edi t ion of FACI - wi ll show wh at dis t res sed the Quincy reviewer . 

A few years b e fore FACI appeared , a book o f  American super s t it ions t reated the 
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be liefs with in as pieces of  mi sinformation , quaint relics rap idly disappearing 
be fore the light o f  education . Unfortunately the prob lem is not that simp le . 
A person can be a s cholar o f  international repute , pos sess vas t s to res o f  krtowl
edge , and yet believe fervently in every aspect o f  witchcraft . I spe ak of a 
well-known Englishman , who died only thirty years ago . His mental ro adblo ck was 
the s ame one stifling my uneducated informants in these volwnes : "Thou shalt not 
suf fer a witch to live . " (E:codus 2 2 : 18 . )  

During the pas t week I have been wondering whether my reviewer was s till alive 
and watching television as I was . For on the night of  June 3 ,  1969 , on channel 
10 ( also S) at eight Central t ime , I s aw  that excellent program FIRST TUESDAY .  I 
had a surprise ! Not sho ck . The only thing shocking me is man ' s  inhumanity to 
man . There has been a revival o f  interes t  in wit chcraft . No , not by the unedu
cat ed and underprivileged I usually interviewed , but by those who consider them
selves among the elect - college s tudent s .  We were shown s tudents o f  Ameri can 
Univers ity - Washington , D . C .  - cons tructing magic charts and discus sing beliefs . 
We were t old ab out s imilar practices at Wes tern Maryland University and a uni
versity in South Carolina . A professor of  anthropology and a psychologis t 
t alked - the latter about the sense of power g iven by witchcraft . Students of  a 
high schoo l in Washing ton , D . C . , also appeared on the program . Finally , or in 
between , we s aw  a group of girls in paj amas s taring at a candle flame - some of 
them twittering , o thers a litt le frightened .  None o f  these things are new among 
s tudent s . Fifteen ye ars ago when we gave a party in our New York City apartment 
for the graduating class o f  S t . Bernard ' s  School (Epis copal) , Glads tone , N . J . , 
some members o f  the clas s  were trying to hypnotize one anothe r .  Hypnotism is 
used by the hoodoo world - see Do ctor Caffrey of New Orleans , p . 1470 , lines l-S . 

The United S tates and England are not the only count ries in whi ch witches 
s till exis t :  

"Late yes terday , when I gave the manus crip t for this interview t o  my 
s tenographer ,  I did not know what tomorrow would b ring forth . This morn
ing , Tues day , April 22 , 1969 , on televis ion ' s  Today Show , I heard that 
10 , 000 �i tches and �2ardS in I taly were demanding public recogni tion of 
their pro fes s ion by the gove rnment or else . They threatened to confuse 
parli ament . One cynic replied that even fortunet ellers and seers could 
no t confuse what was already confused ! And that word PUBLICITY in the 
title [PUBLICITY AND HEALING , p . l226]  was chosen only several days ago ! "  
(Quoting myself in HOODOO , p . 123 7 ,  lines 1-7 . )  

While examining the contents of  a news tand re �ntly - June 1969 - I picked up 
a number o f  advertisements whi ch copyright laws forb id me to quote in full . Text 
words of  common usage and a few short word-g roups I it alicize . Capi talized words 
are that way in the original . Brackets and parentheses as eve rywhere in these 
volumes , unless  otherwise noted , enclose my words . My paraphrases o f  course lack 
the s ales appeal o f  and exp lain more than the concise originals . Each advertise
ment , as you will - recognize , is directly related to this  inves tigation - HOODOO : 

VOODOO DOLLS from Hai ti are advertised - fi ve of them , handmade [ showing 
that great care was taken to infuse and preserve ] mysti cal power for good 
and evi Z .  Each doll is dressed in a diffe rent colo r :  red , black , yellow , 
g reen , pink ; symb oli zing love , money , happines s , success , he alth . Fur
nished free with the dolls are pins [ the purpos e of which is not s tated but 
can be guessed ]  and a brochure titled HOW TO VOODOO . [Advertis ement ends . ] 
[ Doll , o ften called dol l-b aby , appears frequently in HOODOO (pp . S4 ,  No . 197 ; 
39 8 ,  margin title ; 549 , No . 184l ; 845 , No . 29 2 6 ; 1364 , line 28f . ; l36S , 
line 9 f . ) . I use the word infuse b ecause a doll with mystical power is a 
hand (pp . S19-669 ,  especially pp . S7 3-S86) , a magic helper ,  which like a 
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b at tery mus t be re charged . Thi s  re charging i s  done by infus ing , pouring 
into or over the hand a liquid - whi skey , perfume , o i l  and othe r sub
s tances . ( Chris tian b ap ti sm by inf usion is pouring holy water over the 
head . ) The technical term for this pouring is feeding (p . 57 8 )  the hand. 
The general reader shoul d  unders t and that a hand is a fetish , a cap tured 
or bribed spiri t . Power , the spirit , was formerly given to a hand by a 
mas t e r  of spiri ts ,  b ut in these days o f  db-i t-yourse lf wi tchcraft ( fo r  
this expre s s ion , see FACI , 2nd ed . , p . 800) spirit mas ters are starving to 
death l Spirits in HOODOO of cours e do no t actually drink o r  eat ; they 
ab sorb the sp irit of the liquid or food ( for an o f fering or drink and food , 
see p . 140l , t i t le quotation) . My word dressed does no t appe ar in the ad
ver tisement . To dress is a t e chni cal term meaning to prepare magi cally and 
is always italici zed in HOODOO . The adve rt isement say s  a doll in red sym
bol izes love , but the be liever knows it confers love . With the pos s ible 
excep tion of red under certain condit ions , the symbolism given for the 
dolls is ne ither psychologi cally nor magi cally co rrect , as candle color 
symbolism will demons trate (p . 79 7 f . ) . The us e of pins is everywhere in 
HOODOO . ] 

BOOK OF LEGENDARY SPELLS. Of fered here is an ex citing co lle ction o f  
s trange o c cul t secre t s , includ ing ri tuals f o r  money , power an d  health ,  and 
rites o f  voodoo , wi tchcraft and the three mag i cs - white , b l ack and cere
monial - hidden in supernatural and occul t lore , all exp lained s tep-by-s tep 
s o  that you may le arn how to use the s e  materials , ins tPUfTlents , pObJders ,  
oi ls , and potions . [ Ce�monial magic is a new term to me - s ure ly t auto
logi cal . ] 

LUCKY LODESTONES? Yes , s ay s  this advert i s er whose brand is the same 
type the ancients may have used for drawing two obj e c ts together .  [ For 
this reason lod es tones are s old in pairs - a he and she , though the adve r
t is ement does not ment ion s ex . ] Yet p revious ly i t  was sugges ted to the 
reader - surely you want to b e  succe s s ful in the /affairs o f  love and money . 
Re gardless o f  pObJerful claims made by o thers , continue s this s ales pitch , 
our lodes tones are ALIVE and GENUINE and o f  MAGNETIC FULL STRENGTH , but we 
make no supernatural claims and offer these as curios only . [ This latter 
s tatement to avoid the law has been printed s o  o ften , by so many curio 
deale rs , and for so many years , it can no longer be in copyright (see my 
comment following interview t i t le , AGENT FOR CURIOS , in HOODOO , p . 107 5 ;  
also my reading aloud a curios s ales sheet in the year 1937 , p . 1082 , line 
3f . ) . ]  These lodes tones wil l be de livered to you in a red flanne l bag . As 
a g i f t  - j us t  as i t  appears in the 6th and 7th BOOK OF MOSES - we include 
the a ZZeged Talismanic SEAL OF LUCK. [ This b ook of mag i c  we shall meet 
oc cas ionally in HOODOO ; many uneducated Neg roes as well as white persons , 
cons ide ring it a part o f  the Bib le . ] 

TR8ASURE • • •  DETECTOR. Our adve rti sed de te ctor is an up-to-dat e  fU l ly 
e lectronic 1 9 69 mode l ,  being transis torized - not the o ld- fashioned probe 
type , unexp lained , but meaning a s teel rod to be driven down into the 
g round until a met al ic sound is heard . Thi s new s cient ific machine weighs 
only 2 pounds and is powered by an ordinary 9 V  batterry . As the holder of 
the detector walks ove r  buried treasure a c lear signal is sounded . So good: 
is thi s  mode rn  detector that we o ffer it to you for a 1 0  DAY FREE TRIAL . , 
What many readers do not not ice i s  a s t at ement in small p r int - return in : 
1 0  days for refund!  [ One of the chief skills o f  many hoodoo do ctors , ; 
wit ches , cunj�s , rootworkers , s eers , and s imilar p ro fessional p ersons is 1 
to find buried t reasure (HOODOO pp . 111-135) .  Orig inally treasure was I 
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, 'located by : (1)  dreams or vis ions ; (2 )  a pie ce of metal , usually a silver 
coin , attached to the divining-rod - forked s tick or switch of wood - used 
bY" A dowser or llJater llJi tch (FACI , 2nd ed . , p . 526 , No . 117 7 9 )  ; and ( 3) a Jack 
(IOODOO pp . 190-193) . These s imple and inexpens ive devi ces were followed by 
comaercia1 contrap ti ons us ing compass , clo ck , almos t anything , and finally 
electricity - some o f  the latter tri cky , throwing off  sparks or a flash of  
118ht (HOODOO p . 130 ,  line 47 f . ) . ]  

:' - ,  .. SBCRETS OF THE PSALMS. I once having s tudied the Psalms can agree th at 
they hold secrets , but the imp lications of our advertis ement sugges t magic . 
lealms we read privately or at Morning and Evening Prayer were not read to 
l"Sosive information thpough a dPean or vision , or to free ourse Zve s  fpom 
EVi Z  Spirits .  [ Psalms are mentioned o ccasionally in HOODOO , but mos t ma
terial of this sort I never recorded . My one delightful dis covery - much 
to the surprise of  my informant I am sure - was the Secre t ppayerbook . Do 

read about it (p . 1 5 ,  firs t 16 lines o f  No . 14) . 
LEARN THE SECRETS OF THE STARS . Thous ands have been amazed by the abil

ity of MADAME ZEUS of London , England , to read the s tars . If you are not 
afr<ri,d of the truth she tel ls you • • • •  Who wants to be called "chi cken ! "  So 
you mail your name , address and birthdate - not forget ting to enclos e $ 1 -
to her California address and re ceive a horos cope reading . 

AMAZING NEW RECORD TEA CHES SELF HYPNOSIS ! Wi th thi s LP phonograph rec
ord you can remake your Zife : self- confidence will be won ins tantly , pain 
banished , s tubborn hab i ts broken , and hidden power released . Other persons 
can be hypno tized and secretly controlled . BORROW IT FREE . 

SISTER GRACE - CHRISTIAN READER. Do you feel Zos t? Does a feeling of  
evi l, surround you? Let nothing keep you from happine s s . Wi thout delay 
visit this Gifted Lady .  She has the pOllJe r that God has onZy given to a 
fellJ. Urgency is also suggested by including S is ter ' s  telephone number , 
and the information that Philadelphia can be reached from all directions 
by bus . No red t ape - appointments are unnecessary . [No Gifte d Lady dur
ing my colle cting days called herself Sis ter.  Mother , A un t , Madan , yes . 
Every dt;ctor I interviewed was gifte d - l i the ungifted dt; ctor , one lacking 
the gift of the spiri t ,  is somewhat rare in hoodoo " (quo ting myself in 
HOODOO , p . 269 , first line of 796 . For other g i f ted persons , see p . � 7 3 , 
line 30 ; 94 7 , title quotation ; p . 1048 , ti tle quot�tion ; p . 1085 , ti tle quo
t ation ; p . 1268 , title quotation ; even I the author , H .M .H . , have been 
"marked in de forehead" and am among " the e1ect , 1 I p . 1290 , ti tle quo tation 
and comment ; p . 1309 , ti tle quo tation ; p . 1314 , ti tle quotation ; etc . ) .  This 
my seventh and las t  advertisement interested  me mos t ,  b ecause back in 1937 , 
I interviewed a CHRI STIAN READER - DOCTOR ENGLI SH of Norfolk , Va . , p . 1399 , 
line 36 . The use of Chris tian formulas and ideas in HOODOO is too wide
spread and compli cated to dis cus s here . ]  

S ince the preceding advert isemen ts are only a very small part of our material , 
I will delay until later the great question : What do you mean by the title 
Hoodoo - Conjupation - Wi tch craft - Roo tllJork ? Ins tead I will continue wi th the 
differences between FACI and HOODOO . 

Besides geographi cal expansion (p . I ) , narrowed subject  matter (p . I ) , black 
and whi te believers and doctors (pp . II -III ) , and the necessary digress ion about 
the local recep tion of FACI in February 1936 with examples of the offending 
material ( pp . IV-VI ) ,  and the similar digression ab out the current (1969)  belief 
in hoodoo and wi tchcraft (pp . VI-IX)  - besides these , a fourth dif ference be tween 
FA CT and HOODOO was the change from hand reporting to machine re cording . These 
four chang es were to cause unexpected prob lems and at times serio�s troubles ; 
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bu t they finally produced HOODOO , a wo rk tot ally d i f f erent from FACI . What the 
prob lems and t roub les were will appear as I proceed . 

Though these four chang es will be pos tponed un ti l we reach field work , I mus t 
say a few words here about machine recording to b lame i t  for my pre sence every
where in the tex t . 

Me chanical equipment f reed me from or lessened many dis t ractions : ho t ,  cold , 
and damp weathe r ,  all unf avorab le for fie ld wo rk ; the neighbor who suddenly de
cided to vis it informan t , prevent ing the s t art of an interview or terminat ing i t ; 
the long drive only to find prospective informan t  no t home ; the next-door phono
g raph or radio at high volume ; children s creaming outs ide the window ; s t ree t cars 
and he avy trucks p as sing by in the c ity ; dog b arking or roos ter crowing unde r the 
house in the country . Thes e and o thers we shall mee t in the t ext . 

Wor s t  o f  the annoyances is what I call the co l lector ' s  di lemma. On the one 
horn , s omeone tells you a wonder ful treasure-hun t ing s tory and you ask h im  t o  
re tell it so that you can write it down ; but never is the ret o l d  s tory t h e  s ame . 
You choo se the o the r horn , when someone s ays he has a treasure-hun ting s tory ,  
by writ ing down the very firs t word - only to dis cover later that you have was ted 
energy and t ime . The worthl es s s tory me chani cally re corded you e limina te by 
marking the b eg inning and end on the cylinder measurement tab and cros s ing it 
out . Yet the di lemma w ill continue in o the r forms when we rea ch actual f ield 
work .  

Ano ther b ene f i t  o f  me chani cal equipment , i t  rel ieved me from the tiresome 
s cribb l ing that had to b e  rewrit ten o r ret ouched that night b efore b ecoming col d . 
Ins tead ,  I could now res t  a t  nigh t o r  rep lay cy linde rs to evaluate recording and 
wor th . Thus many cyl inders b adly reco rded o r  h aving doub t ful m ate rial were set 
as ide t o  b e  shaved and used ag ain . 

All these and o ther reliefs permit ted me t o  think during an int erview and to 
par ti cipate in it . I could also concentrate upon the speaker : s tudy him , fo l low 
his s to ry carefully , seek de tails or ask for repetit ion . As a part of the con 
vers ation - asking que s t ions o r  making commen ts - I would now app ear on almo s t  
every reco rded page , making the material alive and p ersonal . Two persons were 
t alking ,  talking ab out l ife ; a third person lis tening , the reader . 

Personal i ty - the living s i tuation , the pers on interviewed as we ll as the 
materi al - my new approach to folklo re field work needs an exp lanation ; not only 
for HOODOO , but also be caus e i t  affe c t ed and trans formed radically the b e lated 
se cond edition o f  FACI. 

FA CI , af ter its appearance in 1 9 3 5 , had been praised by the foremos t folklore 
j ournal in the Engl ish- speaking world ; one of the p raises be ing

"
, "The book g ives 

a clear and impersonal p i c ture o f  the daily l i fe o f  the people • • • •  " (For thi s  
Bri tish j ournal , Folk lore , s e e  IZ Zus . , p .  . )  B y  impersonal the reviewe r meant : ' 
( 1 )  that FACI was no t a piece o f  l i terature b ased upon folklo re but s traight 
fo lklore , a s cient ific inve s t ig ation of superstition an d  as s o ci ated b el ie fs ;  or 
( 2 )  the autho r  nowhe re ent ers the t ext with any theory , comment o r  personal anec
dote from the colle cting field . Th is latte r  impersonal i ty I vio lated in the s e c
ond edition of FACI ! Mos t  not i ceable of th es e viol ations are the long e rys ipelas 
cure I have quo ted in HOODOO (p . 3 7 2 , No . 9 7 7 )  and the f ishing expe rience (FACI ,  
2nd ed . , p . 5 4 l , l ines 1 - 1 7 ) . 

Mo reover . that I al so had int ended an int roduction for FACI - s imilar to thi s  
one he re f o r  HOODOO - is proved b y  my NOTE f o r  THE DEATH OF A WITCH o n  p ag e  9 18 :  
"This s tory I have explained in the Intro duct ion . "  I fai led to p ro duce an intro
duct ion b ec aus e the long illne ss and recent death o f  my wi fe , and the resump t ion 
and comp le t ion of FACI as a memorial to her l e f t  me exhaus ted ; also my ag e and 
un cer tain cataracts on my eyes warned ag ains t any de lay . Later I learned th at 
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I had b een correct in planning the FACI introduction ; in assuming that persGps 
interes ted in folklore want ed to know something about field-work me thods and 
perhaps vital experiences . 

For example , Herbert Halpert , on the faculty o f  Memorial Univers ity - S t . 
John ' s , Newfoundland , Canada - wrote : 

XI 

'�our b ook ( firs t edition) bas long been a st and-by for me in my folk
lore teaching [Nov . 19 , 1965 ] . "  And afterwards , "I do hope you will finish 
your index some day . But what i mis s even more is the absence of a des crip
t ion of how you gathered your very remarkable collection . Couldn ' t  you 
find ti�e some day to write a des cription o f  how you got s t arted on the 
p roj ect and j us t  wh at procedures you followed • • •  ? Without it there is a 
very real gap in our knowledge about the his tory of  folklore collect ing , 
and particularly since you seem to have been one of the earl ies t  Americ an 
collectors to recognize the importance o f  collecting wherever possib le a 
full des cription rather than merely a s tatement about a folk belie f . This 
is particularly true in yo ur sections on ghost lo re and witchcraft [Feb . 2 2 , 
1966 ] . " 

Another member o f  the same faculty , Richard E .  Buehler ,  o f  the Department o f  
Folklore , wrote : 

"If you have the time and would be so kind , I would very much appreciate 
any information you would supp ly as to your collecting techniques , edi torial 
prob lems , time expended , et c . " [March 7 ,  1969 . ]  

Further Duncan Emrich , who will s t art a folklore class at American Univers ity 
this fall ( 1969) , wrote : 

"During the period when I was chief of the Folklore Section of the Li
b rary of Congress (1945-19 5 5 ) , as well as at all other times s ince becoming 
acquainted with your book [ first edition] , I have used it and enj oyed it  
g reatly . I t  is a superb work [ July 2 ,  196 9 ] . "  

Mr . Emri ch is the firs t person , so far as I know , to mention the special qual
ity of the first edit ion of FACI ; a quality improved and intens ified in the se c
ond edition he has not yet s een . Because I shall s omewhere describe in det ail 
this special quality , I am quoting a copy o f  his following order : 

July 2 ,  19 69 
Dear Mrs . Fuhrman , 

I shall appreciate it if you will request the lib rary to order two 
copies o f :  

Harry M . Hyatt , Folklore from Adams County , Illinois , Wes tern Print ing 
and Lithog raphy Co . , Racine , Wiscons in ( 1965)  920  pp . 

It is one of the great examples of  the results o f  concent rated field 
collecting of folklore , and I shall want the copies on the reference shelf 
during the course . 

With best  wishes , 

Mrs . Ruth Fuhrman 
Department of English 
Ameri can Univers ity 

S incerely , 
[ Copy initialed ] DE 

[Not e : the two copies , as well as a copy for Mr . Emrich , were sent as 
a gift by the author ;  the few remaining copies no longer being for sale . ] 

As Mr . Halpert requested , I will now tell the combined s tories of  FACI and 
HOODOO by quoting the first record : 
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"Do you remember the some four-hundred i tems of folklore I showed you 
last S eptember [ 19 3 2 ] ? S in ce your dep arture [ fo r  Europ e ]  I have made two 
expedi tions to I llinois , each one of s eve ra l weeks , and comb ined with my 
sist er ' s  continued as s i s t an ce , that colle c tion has now grown to 2500 ex

amp les . Much of thi s  da t a  has not been p revi ous ly re co rded . Ac tually my 
co llection as it now s t ands is the third larg es t  eve r accumulated in the 
United S t ates . Three or four years of further s earch wil l permit me to 
pub l ish the mo s t  ou ts t anding monograph upon American folklo re .  You under
s tand all of this mate rial is fas t p as sing in to ob livion . Moreove r it is 
orig inal ;  the book wil l  be of permanent value • • • •  

"I ment ion my folklore e f fort here s imp ly because I bel ieve tha t in the 
long run thi s  book will be more important than the plan whi ch I d i s cus s e d  
in m y  forme r  le tter [ and was I righ t ! ] . [ The p re ceding b racke t is in the 
printe d  but no t in the orig inal letter . ]  To l ink thi s  up wi th the general 
s i tuation , I am thoroughly convinced , whichever o f  the two cho i ces I sele ct 
during the nex t few weeks , that my ultima te aim wi ll be att ained • • • •  My 
men tal condit ion is such that I shall be s at is fied no matter what happens . "  
( "Hyat t in New York to Me rcer at Lausanne , March 12 , 19 3 3 , 1 1 in "Pi ctures 
for Alma , "  in FACI , 2nd ed . ;  p ages of this addenda unnumbered , but would 
be p ag e  9 40 . )  

My early evaluation o f  uncomple ted FACI actual ly announ ces the b ook as' a 
f ore seeab le s o lution of an impos s ib le s i tuation . This fo lklore work had to b e  
wri tten . Qualities mandatory fo r it we re orig inali ty and wo r th . Out of s elf 
respe ct - now called a search for iden ti ty o r  purpos e - I h ad to p rove to mys elf 
th at I was some thing more than a h andyman ab out th e Church . S everal years be fo re 
I had at temp ted the proo f with a book that failed b e cause I could not unde rtake 
the ne ce s s ary f ield work . To te s t  whe ther such f ield wo rk in the trop ics was 
po s s ib le for me , my wife and I wen t to Cub a .  The first n ight in Havana at the 
old Ingl at erra the mo squi toes drove me out int o the park where I s at unt i l  d awn .  
Next night we had mosqui to netting over our b eds but i t  was too late . Th at S un� 
day af ter comp l e t ing my sermon at the Ameri can Cathedral , I cou ld s carce ly get 
out o f  the p ulp i t . The wel l-known Doctor Ag ramonte [ s ee CoZumbi a Ency c Zopedia 
unab ridge d ]  was summoned to the hotel and I wi th dengue feve r was, s en t  to the 
Ang lo-Ame ri can Ho sp i t al . As soon as I was we ll enough to travel , I was ordered 
ou t of Cub a - al so to s t ay out of the trop i cs . Thus , ins te ad o f  the con tribution 
to knowledge I had planned , I released The Church of Abyssini a as a s ci s s ors-and
p as te book . Two things can be s ai d  ab out the work . Firs t ,  it was o r ig inal , the 
f irs t comprehens ive des crip tion of thi s branch of the E as tern Chur ch . S econd , 
though i t  p ro duced no rave reviews , ne ither was i t  damned : 1I • • • le Dr . Hya t t  nou� 
a donne un ouvrage palp itant d ' in tere t , un pre cieux ins trumen t de travail ,  une 
mine d ' inf o rmat ions • • •  j uge s ainement e t  for th ob j ec t ivemen t des ques tions dogmat
iques • • •  " ( review by Dom F .  de Wyels in Irenikon , p aru dans Ie No . 2 ,  mars- avril , 
19 30 ,  pp . 2 4 2- 2 4 6 , D ' Amay S /Meuse [ Be lg ique ] ) .  Third - more about th is l ate r .  

A real p rob lem g reeted my return t o  The Uni ted S t at e s  in 19 2 6 . Could I find 
Chur ch wo rk in New Yo rk City where my wife for good reas ons had t o  l ive? Chi cago 
and Cincinna t i  exper ience , and three vi s i ts to New Yo rk C i ty and common report 
did not inspire too mu ch hope . Af ter my wife and I were sett led , I asked Bishop 
Manning to receive me canonically from the Dio cese of Southern Ohio , de sp ite no 
o f f e red wo rk in his diocese . He answe red , I�es , cons ide r yours elf a t tached to 
the Cathedral unt i l  such work is available . "  This p ersonal relat ionship with the 
Bishop me ant that I mar ched in the great pro ces s ions , moved along the s an c tuary 
rail with one o f  the ch ali ces during Holy Euchari s t and o ccas ional ly read a 
le sson at Evens ong . Moreover there was special ou t s ide wo rk for the Bi shop . 
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Mos t  in tere s t ing o f  i t  for the present purpose were my Sundays a t  the Churc� o f  
the Holy Communion, a p arish made imp or tant b y  i ts ear ly Re ctor , W i l liam Augus tus 
Muhlenb erg ( 1 796- 187 7 )  - see Co Zumbia EnayaZope di a. My f irs t Sunday there I 
stood before a firs t- clas s cho ir and organis t .  The cong reg ation ? In f ront of 
me sat ten o r  f if teen persons ! Yes the Church of the Holy Communion was dead . , 
Alive only were the elderly Re ctor and endowment fund . But th a t  nigh t the nave 
was crowded . S ome of the congregation had come f rom a g r eat dis tance . All were 
there to hear the organ re cital by our organis t ,  Lynn Farnum - als o o f f i cial 
organis t to the New York Ph ilh armonic O r che s tra . Once b ef ore , in 19 20 , I h ad 
visi ted a p arish surrounded by a dead neighborhood - I h ad s tayed in the P ar ish 
Hous e - S t . Marks in the Bowery . The Re ctor , Norman Guthrie , had been one of my 
prede ce s s ors as as s i s tant at the Chur ch of the Advent , Walnut Hills , Cincinna t i , 
Ohio . He was ye ars ahead of the Church in trying to adj us t to ch ang ing condi
t ions . I men tion his barelegged dancing g irls and quarrel wi th Bi shop M'anning 
in I IPi c tures for Alma . "  F inally , Bishop Manning asked me to pre a ch  several Sun
day s  at Chris t Chur ch , Yonkers , N . Y .  Th is was a workingman ' s  par ish originally 
built for persons from England who wo rked in the carpe t factory . S urprised when 
the ves t ry invi ted me to be come the Re c tor , I went to the B ishop . Ye s , he hoped 
I would accep t .  No , he s aw no reason why I could no t cont inue living in New York 
City . I accep ted , remained three years and res igne d  in 1930 to be come the curate 
o f  my fr iend , John A . F . Maynard at the Chur ch du S t .  Espr i t  in New York City . By 
doing th is , I too , like Guthrie was years ahead of the Chur ch . I b e c ame a wopkep
prie s t ,  s upporting my self outs ide the Church - a practice now cons idered h onor
ab le and o f ten de sirab le by e c cles ias t i cal au thority , though as old as S t . P aul 
the Ap os tle who made his living as a tentmake p  (Act s 18 : 2-3) . Un like S t . P aul , 
I wo rked for a wife . Also I prob ably be came the firs t cur ate o f  our Chur ch to 
ente r Who 's Who in AmePiaa - accep ted 1928 and appearing in the 1930-1931  edition , 
Vol . 16 ,  where I remained for twenty years , continuing on in Who 's Who in the Eas t 
for a numb e r  o f  ye ars . Yes , the third re sult of The Chupah of Abyssinia was 
Who 's Who in Ameri aa .  

Yet , The Churah of Abyssinia had lit tle inf luen ce o n  FACI. The latter logi
cally developed out of my exp erience with Mi ZZeps of Mi Z Zepsburg � Kentuaky , a 
f amily h is tory pub lished in 19 29 - s t arted when I was a b oy , an earlier seapah 
fop iaentity . In b o th books I wro te ab out p eople and land I knew . 

MMK was merely a small f amily tree o f  a coloni al family , who for th ree gener
ations we re p ionee rs on the wes tern f rontier ; in Peqnsy1vania , then Ken tu cky and 
f inally Mis souri . Furthe r work through the years has greatly increased the orig
inal materi al . I t  all began be caus e my grandfather Jame s Mar t in Mille r - born at 
Mille rsburg in 1829 - told me a s tory during my childhood ab out h is g randfather ' s  
s is ter b e ing killed at the family s to ckade by Indians (MMK p . 2 7 ) . In 1921 my 
future wife and I drove down from Cin cinna ti (I was then at S t .  James , Columbus , 
0 . ) to Mille rsburg to visit the g r ave of my grandf ather ' s  gr andf athe r - my great
great grandf ather - John Miller , founder of Mille rsburg . More genealogi cal j our
neys togethe r  followed . They eventually turned into folklore ones . 

NOTE S AND MEMORIES OF FOLKLORE JOURNEYS 

The f irs t belie f f o r  these vo lumes was colle cted in New York City ,  March 12 , 
1936 - see opening paragraph on p age one o f  tex t and s tory following . Informant 
No . 1 ,  Ju l i a ,  was interviewed by hand ; the ten persons she s everally brough t ,  by 
Ediphone . Th is mach ine was made by the Thomas A .  Edison Company . Why cl1.d I use 
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it with its cylinde r  f o rm  ins tead of the flat- d isk typ e o f  re cording ? Material 
could be marked off on the measurement t ab p ar al lel to 

NEW YORK CITY the cyl inder ; the good numbe re d and preserve d , the wo rth
less as well as inconsequent ial dup licates s crat ched out 
and el iminated . Trans cript ion would be e as ie r . 

PAUSE AND P REPARATION Af ter the pub lication of the f i rs t  edit ion of FA CI ,  I had 
s ome material lef t  over f rom f ie ld work done during July , 

1 9 3 5  in the nor thern part of Adams County . Wh at to do with it I had no ide a . 
Mo reover ,  I was out of wo rk until I could think up a wor th-wh ile que s t .  To at
temp t ano ther FACI e l s ewhere would have b een a was te of time . As cons equen ces o f  
these two p rob lems , I de cided f irst t o  cont inue temporar i ly the Adams County col
le cting , and s e cond to experiment with the p o s s ib i l i ty of conf ining my self to a 
wit ch craf t inves tig at ion . Thi s  twofold p lan offe red an insurance poli cy .  I f  I 
f ailed wi th w i t chcraf t ,  I migh t f ind enough new material in Adams County t o  is sue 
a revis ed edition of FACI. 

My wife and I prepared for our f irst wit ch craf t j ourney by s ailing , Apr i l  23 , 
19 3 6 ,  on the Bremen for Eng land , whe re we s aw The Ring at Coven t G arden , s even 
play s o f  Sh akespeare at S t ratford-on-Avon , and dis cove re d P o r tmeir ion in Wale s . 
Of course we s topped t o  revis i t  former shop s and s cenes at Ox ford wh ere we h ad 
been marrie d  and had lived . 

I had two f olklore adventures wh ile ab road . One af ternoon I purposely had a 
dr ink at the Shakespeare Hotel in order to eng age the b ar t ender in a cas ual con
ve rs ation about supers t i t ions . (We were s t aying outs ide the c i ty at the WeI combe 
or Treve lyan [ ? ]  the his torian ' s  f ormer home . )  "Do bartenders have any good or 
b ad- lu ck bel ief s , t I  I aske d ?  Wh at he answered I no longer remember . But soon he 
remarked ,  ''Why , we have wit ches here in S t r at ford . " That word wi t ch in mo dern 
England surp rise d me . "All thes e  actors you are s ee ing go to them , they are the 
mos t  supe r s t i t ious p eople on ear th , "  he cont inued .  Wh at did wi t ches do ? We ll 
they told for tune s , g ave charms , somet imes had cures and th ing s of th at s o r t . 
Then I ven tured that re cent Englis hmen had wr it ten f ew b ooks about p opular b e liefs 
and rites of the ir country . Why ? He did no t know about books , but any Eng lishman 
cap able of wri t ing such a book would be too superior to learn mu ch f r om his in
f o rmant s  if he could f ind any . Whe ther the latte r p art of th at i s  t rue I do not 
know . The corollary s oon followed , "But you could do such a b ook in England . "  
Whethe r th at was true I do not know . Was he pulling my leg ?  I r ather doub t it . 
No , he did no t know , never knew , I had published a folklore b ook ; and he could 
see that I was a clergyman not talking down to him .  Finally he o f f ered to lis t 
wh a t supers t i t ions he could , if I wante d them . I was del ight ed , would call for 
them day after tomorrow , and g ave him a good t ip . His lis t I s aw j us t  two weeks 
ago . 

My s e cond f olklore adven ture was indire ctly caus ed by Clough Wil liams-El lis , 
Welsh archi tect and cre a tor o f  P o r tmeir ion , a f airy land on the coas t o f  North 
Wales - telegrams and te lephone ( 2 8) b e ing Penrhyndeudrae th . Having re ad his 
b ook on ar chite cture , and autob iog r aphy The Arahiteat , b e f ore leaving London or 
along the way , I asked f o r  autog raph s when I re ached Portmeirion . During our 
convers at ion he sug ge s ted his nearby ances tral home , a spe cial p iece of o l d  
coun t ry  ar ch i te cture , would interes t m e  and g ave u s  a n o t e  to show his caretaker . 
I asked whe ther th e hous e had a ghos t and re ceived the answer I had hoped for . 
''No , ' ' he s aid , "but I can int roduce you to a wit ch . "  (Ne i ther he no r anyone knew 
tha t  I was a folklo re colle ctor un til af ter I had dep arted f rom Portme irion . )  
Th� o ld s tone hous e was a treasure , g rowing natural ly ou t of the l ands cape . I 
found the wit ch ' s  home , knocked on the door but re ce ived no answer . As I was 
re turning to the car a man came out the adj o ining building , "I f you want to see 
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my si s te r , she ' s  not home , the old dev i l . "  My cle ri cals may have prompted Ms 
nex t remark , "Did you know she was a wi tch ? " We let him talk awh i le and then 
le f t .  

xv 

I canno t  le ave Portmeirion and end our f ourth t rip t o Wales wi thou t  men t ion
ing two charming men ; the poet and dcamatis t , Rob ert Nichols , and a man who s e  
n am e  I n o  longer rememb er . H e  was not the p ain ter , Augustus John , who was f re
quent ly the re . I have a feel ing tha t he belonge d to the wo r ld of mus i c  becaus e , 
af ter we had t alked ab ou t th e New Yo rk and London theatre , the h ob o  poe t , William 
Hen ry Davies ( I  re cently had been re ading his poe try) , L af cad i o  He arn (because 
N i chols had t aught Eng l ish L i terature at the Imp erial Univers i ty of Tokyo , Jap an) , 
and o the r matters , and f inal ly turne d to recen t phonograph re cording s ( a  f ield in 
wh ich I was out of date ) , my unremembered comp anion b e came b r i l l ian t . I actually 
took no tes for records to buy . As soon as I re turne d to New York City , I rushe d 
to that o ld me c ca - The Gramophone Shop , 1 8  East 48th S tree t . 

Even b e f ore the exp eriment w i th the firs t 1 1  persons interviewed (s ee las t 4 
line s on p . XI I I )  I knew th at exp lorat ory j ourneys t o  f ind living witchcraf t would 
b e  quit e a t ask . Every th ing ab out su ch an inve s t ig ation looke d uncert ain . Wh at 
actually was out the r e ?  Any th ing ? 

I had s tar ted FA CI with two of my three b as i c  p rob lems mo re or les s  alre ady 
solve d .  Firs t ,  I would work in a small communi ty I knew , one pers on p as s ing me 
on to anothe r .  S e cond , I had a logi cal outline o f  the subj e c t  matter wanted : 
weathe r ,  plants , animals , b ir th and inf ancy , human b o dy , f olk medi cine , dre ams , 
wishe s , love beliefs and rites , marri ag e , clo thing and dres s ing , hous eho ld a c
t ivi t ie s , s o cial relations , death , spiri ts , and wit chcraf t whi ch is b as ed upon 
sp irits . For example , i f I found a we ather s aying , al l I had to do was to p lace 
it under the con ceale d marg in t i tles of we ather - such as s un ,  moon , s taps , e t c . , 
(see f irst few pages o f  FACI) . Many marg in t i t le s  o f  cours e ,  l ike those under 
Folk Medi cine , are p rint ed for easy referen ce . This me thod o f  internal indexing 
mean t tha t a f inal manus crip t was ready for typing any minute . Th e th ird b as i c  
p rob lem merely required the finding o f  th e material . 

Eve ry thing ab out HOODOO - CONJURATION - WI TCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK would b e  diff er
ent . I ts cong lomerate nature made it dif f i cult to g rasp as a wh ole . No t until 
the ve ry end did I manage to devise some sort of wo rkab le i f  no t  log i cal o rde r . 
New techn iques for coll e c t ing material h ad t o  be sought . A f ew of the p rob lems 
conf ronting me I knew f rom the s t ar t . 

Firs t , whe re should I search for material .  My f ield of inquiry would be down 
the At lan t i c  coas t from Maryland through F lorida , b e cause h ere were comf,ortab le 
and intere s t ing p l aces where my wife could ac company or j oin me summe r  o r  winter .  
She had had a rugged time wi th me on that July 193 5  trip to Adams County (see 
lines 6-8 , p . XIV) . Our ho tel in Keokuk , I owa , was mo re than f air and the food 
good , but the he at dur ing field work had been s ti f ling . We swe l tered - s t ewed 
in the s te aming bot toms along the Mis s i s s ipp i , baked on th e top s o f  th e rive r 
b luf f s . We alway s carried sandwi ches , drinking water , and other equipmen t wh i ch 
af te r the firs t day in clude d s everal l arge towels for each of us . Unfor tunately 
th e p rimi t ive air- condi tioning o f  our club car f rom St . L ouis to Keokuk and 
beyond h ad not yet reached hotel ro oms and au tomob iles . 

Th e s e cond p rob lem - among whom down the coas t shoul d I wo rk als o h ad been 
solved . To in te rview wh ites and blacks at th e s ame time , as I h ad done in Adams 
County , app eared unwise and impo s s ib le in the South ; there fore I de cided to begin 
with b l acks be cause o f  their spe cial concentrat ion in o r  near ci t ies , o r  in coun
try dis tricts . I s tudied the large two-vo lume U . S . Census reco rds for thes e  fig
ure s , b u t  it was a was te o f  time . Only out in the field do es one gr adually b e
come aware o f prob lems and p roduce some o f  the solu t ions . Blacks were Chosen f or 
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ano ther reas on . I had had both ghe tto and s lum experience in Chi cag o ; the former 
Church wo rk , the l at ter non-se c tarian s o ci al servi ce . 

The ghet to exp erien ce o c curred in S t . John ' s  Evang eli cal I talian Mis s ion o f  
the Epi s cop al Chur ch ; th e P r iest-in-Charge b e ing Jo s eph Anas t as ia , b o rn  Mes s ina , 
I taly , 1 883 . He , previous ly h aving b een in the P resby te rian minis try , entered 
the Epis cop al Ch urch and created thi s  Ch icago mis s ion , 1912-19 2 1 . Later he worked 
for ye ars in the Dio ce s e  of Newark (New Jersey - informa ti on f rom hi s  b iog raph
ical ske t ch in The Cle ri cal DirectopY of the Prote s tant Episcopal Church in the 
Uni ted States of America, 1 962) . I became invo lved at th e mis s ion be caus e Al fred 
Ko lkebe ck , my former roomma te at temporari ly revive d Racine College (Wis cons in) ,  
de cided to re turn home to Chi cag o for h is theo lo g i cal training - in o ther wo rds 
both of us were now at the We st ern Theolog i cal Seminary , present Seab ury-Wes t e rn "  
Th eo logical Seminary o f  Evans ton , Illinoi s .  Ko lkie h app ene d  to b e  an extreme 
h igh chur chman and a ceremonial is t .  The mission gave him a chance to expre s s  
himsel f . I s ince 1 9 1 5  h ad been a Pos tulant for Ho ly Orders o n  my way t o  the 
fore ign mis s ion f iel d . Was I try ing to widen my expe rience among an unknown 
people? Our servi ces were south -It al ian-Roman with additions and sub tracti ons 
by the team o f  Anas tas i a  & Ko lkeb e ck .  And the cong reg at ion o f  compl e te families 
wi th b ab ies cry ing , chi ldren eating , everyone j es t i culating , talking or moving 
about - well , it appe ared ve ry un-EpiscopaUan ; b ut prob ably ve ry Chris tian in 
the p rimi tive- Co rinth ian-Church way . Do not misunders t and me . They we re s imple , 
hard-wo rking and hones t people , but di fferent . I would underst and them b et ter 
af ter I had worked among the b l acks of New Orleans . What do all thos e  p r ivate 
al tars and relig ious organizations I found there mean ?  

That non-se atarian social semae means I b e came a membe r  o f  Chi cag o  Red Cro s s  
s t af f  a s  a f i e l d  se cre tary for returning veterans . Here was a s upervised , de
manding j ob ,  but no t an overpaid one . We had a career bus ines s woman who sup er
vised "us , all men , our department o ccupying one flo o r  of the building . There 
we re a ls o  sever al as s i s t ant- supe rvisors . You did no t run to the s uperviso r o r  an 

as s is t ant- s upervis or every time you had a litt le problem , you fi r s t  talked it ove1 
with any se cre t ary avai lab le .  Remember , more than half thes e  men were always out 
working in their dis tricts . Each s e cre tary h ad a district in Chicag o , his own 
de sk , f i les , and he shared a s tenog rapher from a poo l . My district adj o ined the 
so- called b laak be l t  on the South Side ; in fact s ome o f  the b l acks sp illed over 
int o my dis trict . The re was the reason why the b lack-be lt s e cre t ary ' s  de sk aqd 
mine were adj acent . We could talk over mu tual p rob lems . What s ort of work did 
we do ? A ve teran from my dis trict come s in to make an appli ca tion for as s is tan ce 
ab out all sorts o f  th ings - b ack pay , j ob ,  los t wife , etc . I f  I am ab s en t , an
othe r se cret ary or an assistant-supervi sor wil l interview h im .  I f  I am p resent 
I will fill out the preliminary case sheet , whi ch includes h is name , ag e , b irth
p l ace , se rvice iden t i f i cation , address , avai lab l e  telephone number , whe re he 
worke d b e fore en tering the service , e t c . I mus t lis t  every poss ib le p i e ce o f  
informa tion I c an ob tain . Then I ask him to s it in the wait ing room . Me anwhi le 
I study the case b e fo re going to an ass is t ant- s up ervisor for a cons ul t at ion . He 
may sugges t fur ther dat a I mis sed , therefore I b rie fly re inte rview the app li cant . 
O r  he may rej ect the appli cat ion , in whi ch ci r cums t ance I te ll the appli cant th e  
as sistant-s up ervi s or wi ll s ee him . But i f  the app l ication is a ccept ed , I so tell 
the vet eran , ad ding that he wi ll be no ti fied when to re turn fo r th e f inal de ci
s ion . And then I s tart to work out in the s lums . We h ad some g eneral rules , 
though I rememb er only a few of them . You kept a t ime sheet , i t inerary and ex
pense account fo r the day , calls made and reports . These you wro t e  up , a t t ached 
to the case sheet and dropped into the s tenog rapher ' s  baske t on your desk s o  th at 
they coul d  be typed into the cas e  his tory . You rarely s tarted out on a s ing le 
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case , but had other uncompleted cases in your notebook to save backtrackin& . Why 
visit the s ame s treet or block twice , if  you could do it all at one time . Though 
I never felt in danger , all of us realized that the work could be dangerous . 
Here are a few of the pre cautionary measures I remember . Identify yourself at 
once . Watch for the drunk and the person you thought was doped or perhaps a 
lit tle weak-minded . Never pas s anYbne on the stairs , especially a woman . Never 
stand expose d at the bottom of a s tairs well , someone above could drop a heavy 
weight upon your he ad . Never enter a room , interview out in the hall . Have you , 
ever been in a delapidated tenement in the slums ? Visit one some time . Without 
the Chi cago training I could never have worked in New Orleans , Alg iers , Memphis 
and Jacks onville . There is much more - the splendid ( for their day) so cial ser
vice records kept by Wes tern Ele ctric , the nigh t we waited for a race rio t that 
never happened or reached the newspapers - but enough . 

At times I had to ge t away from i t  al l - the routine chapel services and the 
gruelling intelle ctual work , half of it , like dogmatic theology ,  pas toral theology 
and homiletics , out-of-date and unrelated to a rapidly changing world . Even ac
tivities in church and social service , in any thing , wi ll some times pall . The 
sp irit suffers from claus trophob ia ,  occasionally needs elbow room in order to 
b reathe . To s upply this want I developed my own spiri tual exercises : ( l )  three 
nights a week Campanini conducting orchest ra and S inging s tars , Mary Garden , 
Galli- curci , Ros a  Raisa , Claudia Muz io , Muratori , Baklanoff , all of them I can 
remember ; ( 2 )  on Saturday or Sunday afternoon , Ysaye and Spaulding , Godowsky and 
Shattuck ; Walter Hampden and Ben Web s ter , all I remember for the moment ; and 
( 3) several times when free tickets came to the seminary , Stock and the Chicago 
Symphony Orches tra . I was not yet accus tomed to symphony orchestra and chamber 
mus i c . 

Ye t my one great gif t from Chicago did originate in the seminary - a civilized 
view of the Bib le and religion . That view was given to me by our Old Test ament 
man , Samuel Alfred Brown Mercer (Harvard and Ph . D . , Munich) , and New Tes tament 
man , Burton S cott Eas ton (Ph . D . , Pennsylvania) , who were mas ters of  higher cri t
icism . In 1916 , Mercer introduced me to the Go lden Bough , and Eas ton , to The 
Ques t of the His toriaal Jesus - these some years before Frazer and Schwe itzer 
became public names . From them I learned that the Bible is not a b ook o f  magic , 
or a crys tal b all revealing present and future events , or  a colle ction of texts 
to prove anything you wanted to believe ; but a colle ction of books to be s tudied 
by s cientific methods and j udged by the time in whi ch each was writ ten . This 
knowledge was the greatest  preparation I carried into the folklore f ield . Mer cer , 
of cours e ,  became my greatest  friend and is mentioned in "Pictures for Alma . "  

MARYLAND - THE EASTERN SHORE 
OCEAN CITY - BERLIN - TYREE CHURCH 

The term Eastern Shore includes that pa�t of 
Maryland eas t of the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Virginia counties of Accomac and Northampton . 
Sometimes all o f  Delaware is included ,  making 

the term equivalent to the Delmarva [ Delaware-Maryland-Virg inia] Peninsula.  The 
Maryland-V irginia def init ion I wri te about - bo th the Ches apeake and Atlantic 
Coas t sides - was one o f  the wonders o f  the world . The word wonder should be 
applied to the coast all the way down south through Florida . Within the las t  34 
years have modern roads , increase in automobiles , and the Great Ameri can Crowd 
ruined this former natural beauty and wonderland? See my no te about the Gulf 
coas t 30 years later . 

My wife Alma and I start from New York City . 
"Lef t Aug . 14th , Friday , 19 36 - 2 hrs . to Cranberry [ N . J . ] - Weber ' s  

Hofbrau [ for lunch] , Camden , N . J . , at 12 : 30 - very hot all day - road dus ty 
on U . S .  130 due to repairs between Camden & Brownsville Ferry - ferry le ft 
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minute after we arrived , j us t  as it  did 2 years ago - about 241 mile s to 
Ocean City [ from N . Y . C . ] - Ho tel Atlantic , wooden bui lding , 2 smal l rooms 
2 5 1  & 253 - food served in dining room good - spoke to  wai ter [ Jerry 
Williams ] about folklore - no colored peop le in Ocean City - [ those at 
ho tels ] come from Washing ton & Baltimore to work - [but ]  colored peop le 
in Berlin . " 

"Sat . drove over to Berlin - picked up old co lored man in s treet in 
Berlin who took us [ chauffeur and me] out to the church [ Tyree Church ]  -
they were get ting ready for a camp meeting [ revival servi ce ) - dilapidated 
church - preacher from Bal timore - benches and pulpi t outs ide , close to
gethe r , unp 1 aned boards . Interviewed old man in church - mosquitoes [ in 
church ]  - made arrangements for Tues day [ from Numbers Book No . 1 ,  informants 
12-14 ] . "  [ Arrangements I no longer unders tand . The old man was No . 12 ,  
Samuel Forman , who is probably someWhere in the text . ]  

During lun cheon I told my wife we would attend the camp meeting early that 
af ternoon . What was in s tore for us we could see and hear as we app roached the 
small cemetery near the church . Emotions were already in action . A lone woman 
s tood at a grave , s creaming and waving her arms . Samuel Forman that morning had 
thought our attendance at the meeting qui te all right . Now seeing a lone white 
man across the road from the church , I asked him about our presence . He agreed 
with Forman . We passed through the gate , my wife dropping a free-wil l o f fering 
into the box , and walked towards a large crowd under the trees . The peop le , 
three or four rows deep , enclosed an open circle . At one edg e o f  it swayed the 
evangelis t exhorting us to accept God , around the other edges were men kneeling 
and beating the ground with large switche s and f lat clubs , and in the center 
rolled a man and a woman groaning . Soon a third man threw himself on the ground 
and began to writhe . And all the while the surrounding crowd sof tly hummed or 
clapped hands . Underlying eve ry thing pulsed the beat, a fas cinating rhythm . Here 
was the release of inhib itions and a manifes tation of the spirit as old as relig
ion . The revival would continue on into the nigh t . This was not Broadway , this 
was primitive man . I was awe d .  We soon left . On the way out I asked the white 
man , surely from the sheriff ' s  off ice , ab out what happened at night . He said 
some of the young men were already drinking and that there could be troub le . 

This falling to the g round o r  rolling is a form o f  the old s acred dance , comes 
in many variet ies (cf. the dance mania of the Middle Ages ) , being phenomena com
mon to b lack and white , and where periodi cally practiced the modern parti cipants 
are of ten called holy � lle ps (I  mention them somewh ere in the text) . There is 
a vas t literature about all these spiritual exercises - speaking with tongues , 
seeking martyrdom , mutilation , flagellation , etc . Le t me quo te brie fly one o f  
the clas s i c  accounts about white men : 

"The g reat meeting at Cane Ridge  [ Bourbon , Co . ,  Ky . ]  corranenced on a 
Friday be fore the third Lord ' s  Day of Augus t ,  1801 . From the commencement 
the ro ads we re literally crowded with wagons , carriage s ,  horsemen , and 
people on foo t , all pressing to the appointed place , until by the Sabbath 
Day the g rove that was then open near Cane Ridge meeting-house ,  was filled 
with wagons , tents and people . It was supposed that there were b etween 
twenty and thirty thous and people present . Elder Stone in his j ournal 
remarks - ' From the very commencement , an uncommon s olemnity appeared to 
res t  on the countenances of the people . Not unfrequent1y s everal p reachers 
would be speaking within the bounds of the encampmen t wi thout any interrup
tion to each other . Wagons , s tumps and logs were us ed for s tands . The 
preaching and exhortations we re interesting and impress ive • • • • Many sinners 
were cut to the heart , and fell pros trate [ on the g round] under an awful 
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guilt and condemnation for sin . This was not confined to any one class ' 
[ end of Stone quotation ] - I recollect having seen a small girl , not more 
than ten or eleven years of age , held up by a friend that stood in a wagon , 
while she invited sinners to the Saviour .  All who heard her seemed to be 
ast onished at her e10quence • • • •  At this meet ing, and in this revival ,  there 
was a most solemn and interesting spirit of prayer manifested . In crowds, 
tents and wagons , you could hear fervent prayer . I have gone from the 
camping ground into the woods , and it was difficult to get away from prayer . 
For more than a half mile , I could see people on their knees . . • .  This was 
not a sectarian meet ing , although it was held at a Presbyterian meeting
house • • • •  The meeting lasted six days • • • •  The obj ect of the meeting was not 
to build up any sect or party , but to bring sinners to the Saviour • • • •  There 
were many there from Ohio , and some from Tennessee, and the excitemen t 
spread with the peop1e • • • t he bodi Ly exe rci se , as i t  was called , seemed to 
change i t s  manner of operat ion . The faUirt{J exercise became not sO common, 
and the jerks succeeded . These , if possible , were harder to account for 
than the former • • • •  The first I saw affected with them were very pious , ex
emplary persons . Their heads would j erk back suddenly , frequently causing 
them to give a yelp , or make some other involuntary noise . After this , 
nearly all classes became sub j ec t  to them • • • •  Somet imes the head would fly 
every way so quickly that their features could not be recognized . I have 
seen their heads fly back and forward so quickly that the hair of the fe
males would be made to crack like a carriage whip , but not very loud • • • •  

Some wicked persons have t aken them [ jerks ] ,  while ridiculing them • • •  others 
have taken them while t rying to mimic t hem and had them in good earnest . "  
(This ends the quotat ion from a book published in 1 84 8 by Elder Levi 

Purviance , who quo t es Elder Barton Stone . The whole quo tation comes from 
W . H .  Perrin , History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Niaho Las Counties 
Kentuaky , Chicago , I ll . , 18 82, pp . 4 8-49 . I italici zed the words . The 
fal ling exercise and later the jerks spread in all directions . )  

Ocean City was not too bad for a start out into the unknown world . I had 
picked up a man on the streets of Berlin to guide me to Tyree Church where I 
interviewed him , and I had found Jerry Williams a nearby school teacher to ac t 
as contact man . Tent ative arrangements were made wit h him for anot her visit 
before the end of the year . I did my interviewing in our second hot el room . 

After leaving Ocean City , we drove to Cape Charles , 
OLD POINT COMFORT , VIRGINIA Va . , where we took the ferry across the entrance to 
WARRENTON , VIRGINIA Chesapeake Bay (a long bridge has now el iminated 

the ferry) to Little Neck on the mainland of 
Virginia . From there we drove to Norfolk , taking ano t her ferry to Old Point 
Comfort , where we stayed at Hotel Chamberlain on the bay .  Here the head waiter 
acted as my cont act man , sending men up to our living room to b e  interviewed . I 
also interviewed several persons on the street by hand . After we had been there 
a week , my wife made a discovery - her sister and husband had also been in the 
hotel for a week . The discovery was made when t he t wo women met in the state 
liquor store ! That is not all . Our chauffeur had seen the sister from a dis
tance on each of these days, but assumed we knew she was there . 

On our way back north we evidently stayed at the old Jefferson Hotel in 
RiChmond , had luncheon at Hotel Stratford in Fredericksburg , and continued on to 
Warrenton for the night . While a t  Stratfo rd ,  where we had had luncheon on several 
other trips , I made arrangements with Carter to act as a future contact man . At 
the hotel in Warrenton I first met the fear that I might be a detective or a 
hoodoo man ! Our waiter agreed to talk to me after dinner . Nine o ' clock and no 



xx - Memoi rs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t Found ation -

waiter l I wen t downst airs and f ound h im . S everal o f  hi s con tribu tions are in 
the tex t . As I s aid in the PREFACE , in thi s  work you f igh t for eve rything . 

On the way to Frede ri cksburg , I interviewed the porter of 
FREDERICKSBURG � VA . my P ullman car , called Man on the Train , [ informant )  No . 3 7 ,  

who gave m e  210 8 , p . 6 ll . This rite I would hear in many 
variants f rom seve ral hundred p ersons later , almo s t  everywhere . I s t ayed at the 
S tratford , where I did al l my interviewing , excep t on two night s wh en I vis i ted 
famil ies in the ir homes out in the country . Seve ral episodes I recal l . One 
nigh t af ter dinner my contact man Car te r  b rought to my room an elderly man to be 
interviewed . I was s till us ing the Ediphone , meaning I h ad to repeat into the 
speaking- tube eve ry word or phras e  spoken by the informan t .  Such an tiphonal 
act ion of course soon b e came monotonous , p roducing a s ing-song ri tual . The fol
lowing morning the man f rom the ro om adj oining mine , s ai d  at b reakf as t to one o f  
the wai ters , "You won ' t b e lieve thi s , b u t  las t  n igh t I heard two men i n  the next 
room p r ay ing . Th e sound was sort o f  in terest ing but I could no t unders t and a wor 
of i t . 1 I I met here a waiter who worked on Sa turday s , Sunday s  and hol idays ,  who 
h ad a t itle tha t  h as or will soon b e come ob sole te . He was the Ass is t an t  Superin
tenden t  of Education , Spo tsylvania Co . ,  Va . , fo r Colored P eop le . These may no t 
have b een the exac t words of th e  ti tle , but he was top education man for his 
people - :ld a good one . Good als o  was th e h eadwai ter , a nephew o f  Car ter ' s  only 
29 years old , bu t 6 feet 6 inches tall , who. ran an ex cel lent hotel res tauran t . 

RETURN TO MARYLAND 
SNOW HILL - BOXI RON - GIRDLETREE - STOCKTON 
ST . JAMES - DEAL I SLAND - PRIN CE SS ANNE 

Thi s  t r ip is outl ined in Numbers 
Book , No . 3 ,  informants 83-134 , and 
I rememb er mu ch o f  i t  very we ll . 
Here begins the g reat change in 
co llecting me tho ds . Af ter the 

Fre dericksb urg t rip I traded the Ediphone in for a Telediphone h aving a mi cro
phone . But ins tead o f  th e light-weigh t E d iphone , I now had two larg e heavy 
cases , reco rde r and amp lifie r , adding to my transpor tat ion p roblem . There were 
s t ill the former spec ially-made container hol ding 50 cy linders - built like a 
sui t case with a h andle - and my cons iderable personal lugg ag e . 

"F riday , De c .  4 th [ 19 3 6 ) lef t N . Y .  [ City]  8 : 10 [ A . M . ] - chang ed [ from 
P enn sylvani a R . R . ) at Wi lming ton [ for lo cal train running down Delmarva 
Peninsula to Cape Charle s , Va) - met George P ro c tor ? or Re ctor? on train . "  
[ I  have talked t o  many persons on trains . I f  I rememb er th is is the man 
who h ad taught eng ineering at Penn S tate and was now canvas s ing f or DuPont 
of Wilming t on ,  trying to int eres t college seniors to work for th em .  You 
neve r realize how lit tle you know about the world un til you talk to o ther s .  

'�aited at Wi comico for Je rry [Williams wh o had been my contact man at 
O cean City , Md . , las t Augus t ) . He got th ere 6 : 30 [ P . M . ) - late . "  [ This 
evidently means I had told him , i f  he f ailed to meet my train at Salisbury : 
I would go to the Wi comico Ho tel and wai t for him th ere . ]  " [ H is ] car was 
out of o rde r & [ h e ]  was using a bo rrowed [ one ) .  Went to Snow H i ll [ ove r 
Route 1 2 , the sho rt e s t  way ] . Interviewed Nos . 83 ,  84 , 85 , 86 . Tel . Al 
[ te lephone d my wife Alma in N . Y . C . ] f rom Ho tel P urne ll . [ Ex cep ting two o r  
three nigh ts , I telephoned my wife eve ry nigh t wh ile away . ] Go t t o  Berlin 
after 12 [midnight . I had no t yet b een there ] . B aby acros s h all cried 
until 3 .  [ I  h ad b een awake 2 1  hours . ] " 

" S at . called [ by desk clerk ]  at 8 A . M .  Jerry failed to get car unt i l  
4 P . M . " 

What did I do with my time? I always carried several b ooks in my briefcas e . 
As soon as Jerry reached the Wi comi co , we s tarted for Boxiron . I wouldn ' t  know 
this country today . That road f rom Salisbury through Berlin to O ce an City - my 
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wi fe and I h ad taken four mon ths b e fore - i s  today Route 50 , leading up to 
Camb ridge , up to the Che s ap e ake B ridge , acro s s  to near Annapo lis , where the road 
divides for Wash ing ton and Bal t imore . Thi s means that Ocean Ci ty , the who le 
Eas t ern Shore is many more t imes acce s s ib le today . Whe ther we traveled the prim
itive be ach road to save t ime or pass ed through Snow Hil l , I no longe r remember . 
All this land is low-lying and fertile - in my day a great tomato country wi th a 
canne ry  at Snow Hill . The re were s till few cars in 193 6 - roads could be muddy 
and some t imes s andy towards the water . Whether before o r  af ter we inte rviewed 
Mr . and Mrs . John S .  Doug las ( 87 ,  88) , we b rie f ly went out into the o ld dunes 
covered wi th p ine s to look out upon Chinco teague Bay . Even in the cold damp 
Las t Light it was g lorious ! Was that outer b e a ch ever turned into a national 
monument ? Chincoteague oys ters , fish , ponies , du ck b linds - a world apart , then . 
Now ? 

' 'Went to Girdlet ree - cal led on Mi s s  S tee le . "  Under he r number ( 9 1) I have 
no te " smallpox it em . " Th is is not 1165 , p . 42 5 , from "Boxi ron , Md . ,  by hand . "  
Al l items from small communi t ies o r out in the coun try h ad to b e  taken down by 
hand . Before her , I had in terviewed ( 89 )  ' �rs . L aura Mills , dau . of Mrs . 
Do ug l as "  (wh i ch ?  86 or 87 1 ) . 

'�egro dis t rict near G irdle tree calle d Egypt .  Went t o  S to ckton t o  Miss 
He len? H ?  [ unab le to read my wri ting of her name ] , who teaches on Deal 
I s land , to arrang e for l ater work . Went b ack to Mis s S t eele a t  Girdle tree . 
Interviewed Nos . 89 , 90 , 91 . Back to Berlin ab out 11 : 45 & went [ t o S alis 
b ury ]  to get something to e a t  - had no t e aten s ince 1 2 : 30 P . M .  [ This means 
I did not re turn to my hotel in Berl in unt il 1 A . M . ]  Trip for day rather 
cold - therm o at 4 P . M .  34 0 , heavy f ro s t . "  

Sunday , I ag ain in terviewed at the Doug las home in Snow Hill , beg inning wi th 
Mr . Douglas ( 9 2 )  and ending with ( 101) . 

Mon day , Jerry taught s choo l . Af ter s chool we drove to Deal I s land to make 
arrangements for work there on Tuesday . After dinner , p robab ly at Po comoke City , 
we went out to S t . James , a Negro coun try dist r i ct nearby . I rememb er two o f  
thes e homes very well , though one o f  th em I did not en ter . First came Mr . and 
Mrs . Purnell Denn is ( 102 & 103) in their 7 0 ' s ,  whom I do not re call . Next I 
int erviewed the e l derly Mrs . Ward ( 104 ) . Her radio h aving b roken down she 
wanted Jerry ' s  advi ce . As soon as Jerry turned the cab inet about , the cause o f 
the t roub le be came apparent . The imp res s ive shell held an ins t rument the s i ze o f  
your hand and it was bat tery powered . Jerry g ave th e corre ct di agno s is , "Your 
b at te ry is dead . "  Ano ther so cial p rob lem awai ted us at the next home - a young 
married co uple Je rry knew well , he having taugh t them .  Jerry b lew his horn 
s everal t imes , called out his n ame and then their names , asking them to come 
down . We could see a lamp burning up st airs . '�aybe they ' re no t home , "  I sug 
ges ted . " Th ey ' re home all right , "  he answered . Af ter awhile we drove away . 
Then it h appene d - the car d i s integ rated s omewh ere . Fortunately we were e i ther 
in Po comoke City or S ali sbury - the l atter I b e lieve . I reached my ho tel in 
Berlin at 2 : 30 A . M .  S o  s ·tates Numbers Book No . 3 .  

Be fore I forge t , a f ew day s  later Jerry told me what had happened at the las t  
hous e .  The young man an d  h i s  wife had re cognized Jerry ' s VO i ce , but th ey coul dn ' t  
make up their minds whe the r it was J e rry or s ome sp irit imi tating h im . Th e sp iri t 
won the de cision . ' 'Were they kidding you , " I asked . "I wish they had b een , but 
that i s  ano ther one of our s o ci al prob lems , "  he rep l ied . (For this p roblem see 
12 , p . l lf . )  

Despite my f ew hours s le ep , Jerry p i cked me up b efore s choo l  Tues day morning 
and drove me to Deal I s land .  I would work in the home o f  Mr . and Mrs . Me lvin 
White . He was a coope r ,  making b arrels for oys ters , and he was also the 
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Repub l i can le ader f or the dis tri ct . The re were three s ons - Albert 15 years o ld , 
George and Melvin , Jr . The fi rs t pers ons in terviewed we re Mr . White and th en his 
wife , so that they would know what I wanted and what to tell peop le .  (A Deal 
I s land no te , Numbers Book No . 3 ,  s ays Bayhan , a white high man or hoodoo doctor -
s ee p . 89 l  - l ives 3 miles f rom E as ton ,  Md . )  For the f irs t and only time I inter
viewed a numb e r  of children on Deal Is land - no thing ab ou t wi t ch cr af t , j us t good 
and b ad- luck thing s . 

You do no t s tart out colle c t ing wi t chcraf t ;  you work in to it gradually , feel
ing your way .  

Among my wif e ' s  p ap ers I f ound an imp res s ive lis t of uncomfortab le nigh ts we 
had had during our t ravels . Well ,  Deal I s land was one o f  my alone b ad nights . 
The Whi tes were no t at f aul t ; but tha t  pene trating , co ld , damp Decemb er ai r of 
the Che s apeake . As I entered that up s tairs gues t room , i t  was like wa lking into 
a re f r igerator . No , th ere was no heat . Even downs tairs had only one smal l s tove 
at night . I b egan with p aj amas , leaving my so cks on and put ting over them a p air 
of woo len s o cks . To these I added a sweat er ,  my b athrobe , and a pair of heavy 
S co t ch woo len gloves . Only the foo tb al l  b lanket I carried f o r  an eme rgency re
mained . Should I lay it under or over me ? I j ump ed into bed only to j ump out 
lat er to s p read the floor rug on top of every thing . No thing worked . I had a 
miserab l e  nigh t . 

Downs t airs nex t  mo rning the g lowing co al s tove looked and f e l t  wonderful , as 
I dres s ed in front of it . Yes , I came down in my bathrob e  ho lding my clothes -
a trick I ,  like many o the rs my age , had learned during chi ldhood . Almo s t  b e t ter 
than the hot s tove was the b reakf as t Mr . Wh ite and I s at down to , the pie ce de 
resis tance be ing p ig ear s - something I had no t eaten f o r  ye ar s . There mus t be 
a special way of cooking them , because they were deli cious . 

"Had you ever eaten with a b lack man b ef ore , "  you ask . In some f orm or other 
someone is go ing to ask for a full explanat ion . Here it is . 

My grandfather , Jame s  Mar t in Mi ller (see p . XI I I )  and his father James Mil ler , 
bo th born in Millersburg , Bourb on Co . ,  Ky . , were s lave owners - see original 
census reco rds of Lewis Co . ,  Mo . ,  for 185 0 and 1860 , at the National Archives 
in Washing ton , D . C .  My mother , born 1 85 5 , who p l aye d with slave children , was 
a b it te r  opp onen t of s lavery even as a small child . Somehow she overheard a 
l i t t le go s s ip she was not s uppo sed t o  hear - s omeone telling how my mo ther ' s  
relative had killed a slave woman . According to my mo th er ' s  s tory , this man as 
a puni shment had put the slave woman in an ear th cellar under s ome out-b uil ding 
to s tay the night . Nex t morning they f ound her dead from exposure . My gr and
f ather said my mo ther was too young t o  unders tand what had h app ened , that the 
woman had died from natural causes [ I ]  or h ear t f ailure [ I ] . My mo ther never 
liked this b ranch of the f ami ly , though I personally knew them as wonderful 
peop l e . 

I knew three of my g reatgrandf a ther ' s  s l aves , Mar th a  Miller , Frank Hende rson 
and his much older sis ter , Sue Mi lle r . F r ank ,  as a growing b oy ,  renamed himse lf 
Henderson b e c aus e he liked his boss . Two of these three are mentioned in my 
Des oondants of John Wal ton of Baltimore County Mary Zand and Harris on County 
Kentucky , New York , 1950 , p . 16 .  Mar tha , about my mo ther ' s  age , moved t o  Quin cy , 
Illinois , and when I f irs t met her lived on the wes t  s ide o f  10th S t reet in a 
ni ce house s ou th o f  the alley b etween Ches tnut and Cher ry . My mo ther , and I as 
a ch ild , of ten drove by so that they could talk over o ld t imes . I f  I rememb er 
cor re c t ly ,  her mar r ied name was Mo rris . Years later her daughter , who marr ied 
and lived on a f arm out in the county near Fowler or Paloma , contr ibu ted folklore 
s ayings to FACI . F r ank and h is s is ter Sue , I firs t saw ab out 1915 . S ue ' s  memory 
had s t ar ted to go , her snow-white hair and o th er features dat ing her b irth long 
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be fore the Civil War . When I said to  her , " I  am Fannie Mi ller ' s  son , "  all  she 
could answer was , "Ole Marse Mi ller , "  with mumb l ings . Frank , a small boy when 
the Civi l War began , I have des cribed in my Walton his tory . 

My closes t relationship to a b lack man began be fore I can remember . Al Carver 
came to us when he was about 16 , as a uti lity man - horse and buggy and s table , 
cutting g ras s or raking up leaves , shoveling snow , or carrying in wood and coal 
and removing ashes . He live d at home but ate his noon meal in our kit chen -
summer-kitchen in summer . I of ten ate wi th him or s at and talked to him while 
he ate . Let me qualify these st atements . Al worke d for us when he was not work
ing for the county or ci ty .  In fact , my firs t social service activitie s beg an 
wh ile vis iting him at work . I rememb er the basket of  Eas ter eggs my grandfather 
and I carried to him in the county j ail . The iron b ars , every thing impressed me . 
On anothe r occas ion we took him a b asket of foo d .  This required a long s tree t
car j ourney including a transfer , f rom our home on the southwes t  corner of 6th 
and Cedar to the city workhouse . "What are tho se chains about your ankles , "  I 
inquired? These were my f irst shackles . Years later I would see them on chain 
gangs along a few main roads of the South , but each year as northern touris t  and 
au tomob ile in cre ased they were pushe d f arther and farther back into the hills . 
I las t s aw the road gang , unshackled , in 196 8 while driving along the gulf coas t 
road of  Alab ama .  S ince the men were on my side , I slowed down to pass them . 
Firs t came the guard , the only one along the line . Just as I approached the 
final man , I g ave h im a sharp hand s alute . He was so surprise d he coul d re turn 
only a one-finger salute . He could no t know that in s aluting him I also had 
saluted the few ex-chain-gang men I had interviewed . During the day or that 
night I am sure he s aid to s ome of  hi s comp anions , "Did you see that priest who 
passed us ? He saluted me . "  Wh at priest ? Who cares . Among his own peop le Al 
was called the me ane s t  nigger in town ; among us he was cons idered the salt of  
the earth . Yet he had one fault , a temper , and he l ived up to h is name , carver -
handy with a knife . Al was also handy with his f ingers , being the greatest rag
time player I ever he ard . After leaving us he played in dives , anywhere , his 
t errito ry being St . Louis , Kansas City and Denver .  He last re turne d home for a 
few days and called on us about 1 9 10-19 1 1 . Whether he ever made ragtime history 
I do no t know . 

Why St . Alb ans Chapel of the Episcopal Church had been built years before out 
on The Prairie in the middle of nowhere , neither the Bishop of Quincy , I ,  nor 
anyone else could gues s . In any case , I was now out there at Bishop Fawce t t ' s  
reque s t  s tudying the spars ely settled neighborhood to determine whe ther the o ld 
b rick building could b e  reopened for relig ious use . This survey I made in 19l? 
while at tending summer s chool at Culver-S tockton College twenty mile s  away and 
commuting home weekly . Adj oining the chapel to the wes t was a row of ni cely kept 
Negro homes , representing the firs t large b reak away from what we today call the 
black ghetto . Homes and chapel were isolated several b locks from the nearest  
white ne ighbors . S idewalkless dirt ro ads served as s treets . Pub li c  ut ilities 
were lacking . I suggested to the Bishop that white people would no t crowd the 
Negroe s by building too near them ; that a new type of Negro home-owned community 
would develop round this initial nucleus and chapel . The b ishop agreed wi th me . 
I f  the Negroes could use the building , he would permi t  them to ho ld their own 
servi ces there under liberal conditions - provided I found funds for res toration . 
These funds I raised and the walls I painted , but the floor s crubb ing I turned 
over to others . We opened with a mixed congregation o f  twelve or more whites 
and a larger group of b lacks including ch ildren . The whites included my fa ther, 

n i e ce an d  a young woman she knew - the two l a t te r  s ti l l  l i ving . Surely this mus t 
have been among the first mixed congreg ations in the Episcopal Church - I mean 
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the b lacks no t s i t t ing in the b a ck row o r  up in s lave g al le ry . I will p rint a 
p i cture o f  that congregation s tanding at the chapel ent rance , i f  I can f ind it 
b e fore p ub lication . The re were f ive o r  s ix servi ces b e f ore I le f t  f o r  the theo
logi cal s eminary in Chi cago . Wh at happened after my ftepar ture I no longer remem
ber . The old chapel has d i s app e are d , but b lacks s till live there on Spruce 
S tre et b e tween 2 0 th and 22nd . And would you b e l ieve i t  - they are completely 
surrounded by Whites . How wrong I h ad b een ! 

Bu t through these years even my mis takes were right , though not the presen t  
one - I have t alked too much , exhaus ting allo tted sp ace , and mus t now conf ine 
my self to a few e s s en tial high spots . As Duncan Emr i ch has sugge s ted , after I 
have had a lit tle re s t , I am going to d is cus s te chni cal i ties with a t ape re co rder . 

After I re s igned from the Red Cross s t a f f  - I mean resigned b e cause the 
dire ctor l iked my wo rk and wanted me to remain - I s pent my thi rd and f inal year 
at Bexley Hall , the divinity s chool o f  Kenyon Colleg e ,  Gambie r ,  Ohio . Las t y ear 
the name and s chool were trans ferred to New York S t a te to be come p art of a uni
ve rs ity sy s tem . Two years af ter my graduation , Me rcer followe d me to b e come Dean 

of B exley , s t ayed a year and continued on to Trinity College , Unive rs i ty of 
Toronto , whe re he remaine d .  For the f i rs t  time in my life , wi thout church work 
and th e tensenes s and the g lamour of Chicago , I was living the l i f e  o f  a quiet 
country gentleman b eh ind those second and third windows , to the righ t  o f  that 
o r iel window ove r the main entrance - Canon Watson ' s  l iving room . 

The day o f  graduation I me t f or the firs t time a man who , if I were e i ther 
supers tit ious or very relig ious , could have been a sp ecial mes s enge r  f rom God . 
The Rev . Lee B aird of Ch ill i co the , Ohio , had returned to Kenyon for the exercises . 
He asked me where I expe cted to wo rk . I told him I had b een o f fered Thermopo lis , 
Wyoming , but had re fus e d  i t . Then came the special mes s age : "Why don ' t  you s top 
in Cin cinnati , m aking it a roun dab out way to S t .  L ouis on your way home ? Dunlop 
at The Church of the Adven t ,  Walnut Hills , is looking f or an a s s is t an t . "  O f  
course I had he ard of Dunlop and the chur ch . At le as t by trave ling a f ew ex tra 
miles I could s ee a new city . 

Wi thout telephoning Dunlop to see whether the p o s i tion was s till open , I l e f t  
Gamb ier that a f ternoon , change d  trains a t  Co lumbus , reached the o l d  Union S tation 
late at night , walked acros s the s tree t  to th e Grand Ho te l and by sheer Zuck ap
p roached the de sk j us t  as a man unexpectedly had to che ck out - thi s  g iving me 
the only room left in town b e c ause o f  the racing season . Nex t  morning I tele
phoned Dunlop , te ll ing h im ab out Ba ird . He said , " Come on up . "  

Dunlop knew no th ing ab out me , ex cep t I came f rom b road- chur chmanship Bexley 
Hal l , had been recommended by Lee B aird , and was rathe r young f or th e j ob - the 
lat ter perhaps some thing in my favor , b e ing no pos s ib le comp e t i tor . "I am 
leaving on a n ine-weeks vacation the las t Sunday in June , " he began , "and up 
unt i l  the las t minu te there is s o  much to be done I can not be fair to you o r  
to m e  by formal interview . Ins tead , suppose f o r  several days y o u  follow me 
ab out , wa t ching me work , hearing me exp lain i t . Meanwhi le you may want to ask 
ques tions or tell me some thing about yoursel f .  Today and tomorrow we will have 
luncheon togethe r , tonight you wil l  dine with us at the re cto ry to meet my wi fe 
and ch ildren . "  

Dunlop sprang a li t t le s urprise the se cond day . "As you know , "  he exp lained , 
"s everal months ago I s tarted a spiritual he al ing s e rvice on Thur sday night s . "  
I did no t know b u t  kept quie t . "The se service s , "  he emphas i zed , "mus t go for
ward . "  Spiritual he aling ! We s tudents at the Wes tern had heard ab out the 
revival of spiritual he al ing among Epi s copal ians and Ang l i cans , The Emman:ue Z 
Movement in Ame r i c a  and the Gui Zd of HeaZth in England , both cre ate d in 1905 , 
but they held no spe cial inte res t for us . There were no s piri tual heal ing 
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s ervices in Ch i cago . Neithe r s eminary I at t ended ever ment ione d  the subj ect . 
As a mat ter o f  f act Episcopalian s were a little susp icious o f  any thing like 
th is - so were doctors of med icine , though a few part ic ipated in the movement . 
Dunlop had he ard the Eng l ish spiritual healer , James Moor e H ickson , and h ad b e en 
tremendous ly impr e s s ed .  Dunlop though t I could do the work , there f ore I became 
the a s s is tant . 

What was a spir itual healing service ? Unfor tunate peop l e , usually ac companied 
by f r iends , came from all over Cincinna t i  and adj acent Kentucky acr o s s  the Oh io 
River . Wheel chair cases and those on crut ches were ushered up in f ront of or 
into the firs t p ews . Very few of our own churchmen attended , excep t tho s e  with 
some duty to per f o rm .  Who wr o t e  the s ervice ? Dunlop , I imag ine . W e  sang a 
hymn , I repeated the pr ayers and talked . You talk to the well , not the unwell . , 
That may sound like Coue , th en in the news with the celebrated formula : EVery 
day in every way I am ge tting be tter and better. But act ual ly I learned to treat 
th e s ick as well back in h igh s choo l days wh en I made ho spital and s i ck calls 
with the Rev . William Osmond Cone , or occas ionally a call upon the lone ly with 
his wif e . These wer e �asual calls , a p ar t  of norma l lif e ; no f alling on knees 
to ask f or guidance , nothing relig ious about them a t  all . The Cone s , ma s ters of 
lif e , I have named in "P icture s f or Alma . "  Af ter the talk , tho s e  who des ired , 
came up to the altar r ail , where I pas s ed along th e kneeling line , placing my 
hands upon their head s while repeat ing the authorized words . Th en  I left the 
chancel to lay hands on those in wheel cha irs or on crut ches . Another prayer 
was said f or all and the f inal hymn sung . Somewh ere dur ing the s ervice came the 
s ilent paus e ;  j us t  before the laying on of hands , I think . The s ervice la s ted 
ab ou t an hour . I greet ed everyone at the door , t alking long er to tho s e  who 
needed a little ex tra att ent ion . There was no follow up ,  no records wer e  kept . 
I o ften though t o f  thos e healing s ervices while interviewing healers - even wh ile 
working on thi s  manus cript . 

Th e Chur ch of the Advent t oday is an integ rat ed par ish and has been for year s . 
But even in my day - neither Dunlop nor I having an automob ile and b oth always 
pre s sed for t ime - we did a token integrat ion out s id e  the par ish . Among my many 
ins t itut ional act ivities I spent two part day s  each week at th e hug e  Cincinna t i  
General Hospital . Sunday a f t ernoon was the b ig s ervice , one at whi ch I spoke t o  
a congregat ion with ages s eventy down t o  small ch i ldren . In a mixed-ag e group 
you addres s th e children . Deacone ss Brant worked among the women , e specially 
fa L Len women - there always b e ing a group of them present . She knew mor e about 
prost i tut ion than anyone in the City . Every pr o s t i tute in s er ious troub le knew 
sh e could g o  to Deacone s s  Brant for advice and he lp .  Also in the congregation 
we always had a few bl acks . Af ter th e service we tr ied to g reet as many o f  these 
p er s ons as possib le , including the b lacks . My o ther s ervice at the hospital wa s 
the weekly bedside luncheon f or veterans o f  Wor ld War I ,  invented and controlled 
by Mis s  Eliza Foot e ,  a memb er of our par ish who had b e en a voluntary hospital 
worker for year s . She not only rounded up the socialite waitre ss es but also 
begg ed money f or the food . Who cooked th e food and where puzzle s  me . I well 
r ecall slicing one hot ham af ter anothe r , and that int ernes and nurses have good 
app etite s . Following the meal we vis it ed with the men , s ome of whom o f f  in one 
corner o f  the ward were b lack . Here , in a way , I was returning to my previous 
Red Cros s work . 

C incinnati is the place where I met my f ir s t  wel l-educated black man , Edmund 
Harrison Oxley , BA . , BD . (Howard) , STD . (Harvard) , Rec tor of S t . Andrews , 1912-
19 5 7 . Forty-f ive year s in the same par ish l Here is one of the outs tanding b lack 
men of h is day . Oxley , born in Tr inidad , British Wes t  Indies , was a special 
fr iend of Dunlop ' s .  Although I knew Oxle'y and had pa id a few v is its for him ·, as 
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well as for othe r  pries t s , on my General Ho spital days - I had never b e en in his 
parish . Dunlop remedied thi s by sugges ting I attend the pre-Chr i s tmas party 
Oxley alway s gave for the chi ldren of his parish . How d id it happen that I 
played Santa Claus f or them? Volunteered ? Not I ,  the wo r s t  actor in the worl d .  
I am gue s s ing that I was the only one pres ent the suit would f i t . 

My Lenten s ervice also dr ew a f ew  b lack peop le , perhap s Oxley ' s . The Epis copal 
Church during L ent held a f i f t een minute s ervice daily in a downtown th eat re , 
these each day b eing in charg e of a dif ferent Epis copal clergyman who talked f ive 
minutes . Wh ether all these preacher s wer e car tooned or only the odd- looking ones , 
I found a cartoon o f  myself in the evening newspaper - s t ill have i t . 

Near the end of my year in C inc innati , I wen t to S t . James in Columbus , Ohio , 
a mis s ion that had been pr act ical ly clos ed t en weeks b e f ore my arr ival . Later , 
a friend of mine named Randolph - chap lain for our s tudent s at Ohio S tat e Uni
ver s ity - asked me to invite a Hindoo s tud ent out to Thanksg iving Day dinner . I 

t elephoned The De shler , our bes t hotel , telling the p roper o f f i cial that I was 
Father Hyatt of S t . James Episcopal Church , who wanted to enter tain a Hindoo 
stud ent from the Univer s ity . Then I heard , " Father , we would be delighted to 
serve you , but you know the s i tuat ion . How dtzrok is your gue s t ? " I answered , 
"As b lack a s  the .ace of spades . "  He was . Neil Hous e ,  I did not try . On the day 
it self I exp la ined to my gue s t  that having been unable t o  ob tain r es ervat ions , we 
would take a chance . Oppo s i te the Cap itol was a Chinese r es taur ant on the s econd 
floor . Asking my companion to wait on the s idewalk , I cltmbed the stair s . 
" Father , "  said the head wa iter , " everything is taken exc ep t that s ec luded booth 
back the re near the kit chen . If you would car e to wait a little wh ile • • • •  " We 
were soon in the s ecluded booth . Did I use my c lericals t o  dec eive ? A white man 
de ceive a Chines e? We talked Hindooism while eat ing an ex cellent meal . 

Af t er two years at St . James , I sailed f or Eng land to live in Oxf ord . 
I have now answered the que s t ion : "Had you ever ea t en wi th a black man b ef ore 

[ l ine 2 7 , p . XXII ] . "  There remain two additions . In 1928 when I gave a s cholar
sh ip to Culver Stockton College , no one wa s barred from it by reason of nat ional
ity , r ace , color , creed , b elief , e t c . Second , I had called up on Neg roes for FA CI. 

At the end of my s econd day on Deal I s l and , J erry came to drive me to P rinces s  
Anne ;  b u t  along the way we decided t o  cont inue o n  to Pocomoke City . Her e we ate 
d inner and afterward made more calls out in the country . Number s  123 -124 , in 
Numbers Book 3 ,  may b e  two of the home s vis ited . Thi s  I know , i t  mus t h ave been 
t en o ' clock b efor e I registered at P r ince s s  Anne ' s  old-fa shioned and unmoderniz ed 
Wash ing t on Hot el . 

Next morning at breakfast I s tud ied the waiter as a pos s ib le con t ac t  man . He 
knew my eyes wer e wat ching him .  His f ur t ive g lance s showed an interest in m e .  
Af t er the las t cus tomer le ft , I s igned the check , g iving h im  an ext ra good tip -
a dollar ? Large f or that day . "Do you mind talking with me a f ew  minutes? You 
have never seen me bef ore , "  I star ted . He int errupt ed , "But I have . "  Hav ing 
s een me was qui te poss ib l e . "Where? " Then came the surprise .  "Dur ing the pas t  
week I have seen you thre e  t ime s in my dreams . You are the man who came i n  my 
dr eams to show me where there ' s  s ome buried money . I recognized you wh ile you 
were enter ing the dining room this morning and I was j us t  as s c ared o f  you as I 
could be . I ' m s till s cared . "  He was !  The name of the man talking was "Maddox -
[No . ]  125 - key , t reasur e , money at Bel [+ 2 or 3 letter s ]  near Princes s Anne -
skull [Nwnbers Book 3 ] . "  The treasure and money at Be Z, [ ? ] was the t reasure I 
showed h im  in his dreams . The key I no longer r emember , the skull story he re
peat ed to the Teled iphone later (see 820 , p . 2 8 3 ) . He also told a corps e s lobb er 
story (see 821 , p . 2 84 ) . I t  is always pos s ib le Maddox could have heard that a 
strange man was out at Deal I s land . He could not have heard from the nigh t  
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port er ,  there was none . I pr efer to cons ider this experience in the s ame cla s s  
as int erview : SHE FORESAW AUTHOR I N  A DREAM , pp . 1085- l09 7 .  

Maddox brought in s everal good informan t s , two of them Joe Dorman ( see 8 2 2  
p . 284 & 3103 , p . 9 2 5 ) , and George T ilmar o r  T ilman ( see 310 2 , p . 9 2 3 )  b . 1850 in 
Pr incess Anne . The wh ite hotel manag er , J .  Shr ieve volunt eer ed a s tory ( s ee 8 ,  
p . 5 ) , and later not if ied me to drop everyth ing , King Edward V I I I  was about to 
speak - the abdication speech , Fr iday , D ecemb er 11 , 1936 . At that moment I was 
in the d ining room where I d id my recording . Jo shua Wilson (see 3095 , p . 9l5 ) who 
met tra ins for p eople s eeking Georg e J ackson or Z ippy Tull - was a hor s e  and wagon 
t axi-man . He told me about his exp er ience and I never recorded a wor d ! I was 
s t ill p ar t ly under th e inf luence o f  the old aatena-of-saying s me thod of collect ing 
rather than of life s i tuat ions . Field work can b e  discourag ing , especia l ly your 
failure s  and mistakes . Yet , at P r incess Anne , I felt for the f ir s t  t ime that 
wit chcraft material was actually out there , if I could f ind it . 

Jerry Williams having returned home t o  Baltimore for The Hol idays , I went down 
there af ter Christmas t o  interview in the church and home of the Rev . and Mrs . 

J ohn Burke (Numbers Book ,  No . 4 ,  136-317 ) . He worked in the 
BALT IMORE , MD .  s teel mill and had his pr ivat e  chur ch in a former small s tore , 

b ehind whi ch were two rooms - a comb ina tion living -d ining room 
and kit chen . Up s t a irs were s aid to b e  three b edrooms . About 7 : 15 P . M .  the Rev . 
Mr . Burke beg an his s ervice , he dres s ed in a b lack clerical suit and wear ing a 
larg e  pectoral cros s .  Some 25 persons sat in the pews . Aft er the cong regat ion 
le ft , we - the Burkes , Jerry and I went back into the l iv ing -dining room , where 
I int erviewed the clergyman and then his wife . On the morrow and in the same 
place I would interview members of his chur ch . He approved of me , thoug h he d id 
not know I was a clergyman , and I cert ainly approved o f  his relig iou s  work . N ex t  
morning when J erry and I arr ived we wer e  m e t  b y  a g roup of young b oys who want ed 
to pass out my cards and handbills (see p . 305 and illustrat ions) - the f ir s t  t ime 
I had heard o f  advert i s ement connec t ed with this type o f  work . During that day I 
interviewed Mrs . Williams , J erry ' s  mother , who s e  informat ion about Z ippy Tull 
(see 3104 , p . 9 2 6) and Geo rg e J ackson , her husband ' s  uncle (see 3 0 9 2 , p . 9l2 ; 309 3 , 

p . 9 l 3 ) , was alone wor th my tr ip . That night the three o f  us at t ended a s p ir i tu
alist chur ch , which b ecause of leng th I re serve for the t ap e  r e cord ing . Pr ivate 
churches , t emples , t ab ernacle s , altars and relig ious and s p ir itual ass ociat ions 
are numb ered by the thousands in our larg e cities . 

Wilm ing ton fol lowed Bal t imor e because I could wo rk the re in the home o f  
Julia ' s  s i s t er Carrie Gavin (see f ir s t  few line s  of p . l ) - her husband ' s  f ir s t , 

name unrememb ered . He , a ret ired workman , acted as contact 
WILMINGTON , N. CAR . man , a good one ; also a s  r ecep t ionist ,  checking informant ' s  

knowledge of what I wanted , and b r inging them into and out 
of the dining room where I interviewed . My luncheon , Carrie s erved in the same 
room . In Wilming t on I made a great colle ct ing chang e . Here tofor e , I had o cca
s ionally played b ack to an informant what he or she had said . After I had lo st 
an exceptionally good s t ory and found sever al voi celess cyl inders , I s t opped the 
pra c t ice . The ex act opposite followed . I wrapped a p iece of thin b lack clo th , 
once only , about th e small microphone and put i t  into an old b la ck hat face
opened t o  informant . OLd b Zaak hat is ment ioned f r equent ly in these volume s . 
My Cap e  Fear Hot el room overlooking the r iver and down into the Sound added much 

to this exper ience . Almos t  always I would work near wat er . 
RICHMOND , � About the t ime I reached Richmond , the Federal Bureau o f  Inve s t i

g ation (FBI) app eared p rominent ly in newspapers - adding mor e men 
to the s ta f f  or doing something . For the f ir s t  t ime ,  as f ar as I know , I b ecame 
the � ;  and the Zaw I remained to the end for some persons (see line s  3-4 , p . 89 8 ; 
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44- 5 3 , p . 1408 ; e t c . ) .  Her e  in Richmond - having int erviewed 3 7 1  per s ons , only a 
few o f  them in Richmond - I met my f ir s t  pr ofess ional worker , the kind o f  doctor 
I sough t : 

"No . 3 7 2  - E . W .  Lindsay [ see pp . 9 33-948 f or his interview ]  - [ bo rn ]  
Greensboro , S . C .  - lives 142 0 Wes t  Catherine S t . , go ing t o  move [ to ]  We s t  
Boyd S t . , 1315 - E x  [ excellent ] - f inish ed talking after 1 A . M . [ I  am 
wri ting th is Wednesday morning , April 20 , 1937 , after reaching my interview 
p lace ] - left Carter last night [ Tue s . ]  at 2 : 2 0  A . M .  in lobby [ o f old Je f f 
ers on Hote l ,  Richmond , Va . ]  - after checking records [ Tel ed iphone cyl inder s ]  
g o t  into b ed a t  3 : 30 A . M .  - 50 records [ qui te a day - one o f  th e few nigh t s  
I d i d  n o t  t elephone my wif e l . "  Numbers Book , No . 6 ,  340-442 . [ This does 
no t mean 50 cylinders of usable material . Quite a numb er of them would b e  
left unnumbered , shaved and used again . I had interviewed from 9 A . M .  t o  
10 P . M . , when L indsay appeared j us t  a s  I began to pack t o  leave . For 
luncheon and dinner , my contact man Car t er brought me a sandwich and a 
glas s  of milk . ] 

" [ No . 1 3 7 5  - ng [ no g ood ] - came to f ind out how to protec t s elf , et c . "  
Numbers Book 6 .  [ Only s everal o f  thes e persons seeking pro f e s s ional help 
ever reached me . These few are s cat tered through the t ext . Th e whi t e  
woman who was no t admitted at Wilson , N .  Car . , may have b een person repor t
ing me to police - see ILLUSTRATIONS . ]  

Lack o f  space prevent s dis cus s ion of many problems and per sons : of disapp ear
ing Doctor King ( another doctor in Nor f olk did l ikewis e) ; of No . 39 l , who wai t ed 
5 hour s , the record , before I could int erview him . (I always paid extra for 
extra long wait ing p eriods - see line 34f . , p . 10 2 l ) ; and Eugene Love , who hear ing 
his number 346 casually spoken to b e  recorded on the T elediphone , immediately on 
leav ing me b et a penny on it at his gamb ling place , winning $4 . Next day he re
turned to split his winning s , asking for another numb er !  Was I a s t onished ! I 
exp lained . This s or t  of chance use o f  my words could have caus ed a rumor that I 
was giving out lucky numbers (there are in the t ext example s o f  persons s elling 
lucky numbers) , therefore I chang ed t o  reco rding informant ' s  numb er· a f t er he had 
le f t  th e room . ' 

Yes , Richmond with doctors L ind say , Humpadee ( a  hug e woman full o f  laughter ) , 
King and J ohnson (see pp . 1620-l624) proved that the s e  s trange pro f es sional men 
and women were out there . 

Carter and I will now travel 
( various relatives owned shares 

DOWN THE ATLANT IC COAST 
PETERSBURG - NORFOLK 

down the At lan t ic Coa s t  in his fami lY , car 
in i t ) ; f ir s t ,  p icking up P e t er s�urg on the way 

to Norfolk .  P etersburg I had visit ed once 
b efore dur ing my per sonally historic drive 
in 1922 from At lant ic City - through Wash
ing t on , Richmond , Pe ter sburg , Farmville , NEWPORT NEWS - NANSEMOND COUNTY 

EL IZABETH CITY - CHARLESTON 
BEAUFORT - SAVANNAH - JACKSONVILLE 

Lynchburg , Stat esville , Hickory , Ashvill e , 
Knoxville - to Cinc innati , Ohio . The s e  were 
the days of bad road s  - no t much traf f i c , 

without trucks , almos t s ign-les s  and inadequat e ly mapped , no g asoline s tat ion s 
and f ew  gaso line pumps , these lat t er always at a g arage . My detour round road 
construct ion b etween Ri chmond and Farmville took me pas t P e ter sburg ' s  railroad 
station . I approached a door marked MEN and I was about to ent er wh en I saw the 
lower word COLORED . T o  make certain , I walked r ound the corner to check and to 
f ind a s imilar door lab eled MEN and underneath WHITE . For the f ir s t  t ime uncon
cealed and total s egr egation st ared me in the face , not by hearsay or something 
read , but by the s t ark and b rutal t ruth . We in the North likewi s e  had s egrega
tion ; but , as I have already wr i t t en , i t  was hidden and sug ar- coat ed : " Father , 
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we would be delighted to serve you, but you know the situation. How dark is your 
guest?" (Line 17, p.XXVI.) Another first-time experience followed the signs a 
few hours later - chain gangs along a 30 mile stretch of main highway construction 
west of Farmville. My 3 night letters to my future wife during this journey -
found years later among her papers -,give itinerary, mileage, hotels and dates. 
But back to Petersburg - rainy weather hindering our work there, we continued on 
to Norfolk where I stayed at the Monticello, the only hotel and old-fashioned 
even then. As usual I would interview among the black people themselves. 

Here is a convenient spot to explain this important matter. Never in my life 
did I interview a black person in a white person's home, except my own (which 
includes my own hotels) on 5 occasions: (1) in my own New York City apartment 
study; (2) in our second room at Atlantic Hotel, Ocean City, Md., where I also 
interviewed one man inside Tyree church; (3) in our living room at Hotel Chamber
lin, Old Point Comfort, Va.; (4) men only, in my room at Hotel Stratford, Fred
ericksburg, Va., though in this city I also went out into the country to inter
view in a few homes of blacks; and (5) in the dining room of Washington Hotel, 
Princess Anne, Md. Excepting these 5 occasions, all interviewing was done in 
the homes or hotels of black people. 

We did well in Norfolk. Then, Doatop Bowles (s ee 1733-1738 ) having recom
mended his cousin Bowles as a root doctor in Newport News, we worked that city 
for a few days while continuing to live in Norfolk. Twice Carter and I visited 
a shack in a public dump searching for a doatop called Dogfaae or Doghead (Bee 
lines 30-32, p.175). 

After resuming work in Norfolk, we on two separate days sought and found 
Doatop Frank Harris (Bee 1958, p.573) near Suffolk, a remarkable person; and 
Madam Griffin (se e pp.1309-l3l4) out in the country from Berkly. At this point 
my wife came down from New York City and she and I went to a hotel in Virginia 
Beach - The Cavalier. 

Southward down Route 17, Carter and I now traveled to Elizabeth City, N. Car., 
where we interviewed for several days and then continued to New Bern for the 
night. Myrtle Beach, S. Car., had nothing but a new, unopened, modernish resort 
hotel and a deserted beach. The main street of Georgetown along �he water front 
I liked. Finally came Cooper Bridge, the long main street into Charleston and 
the Francis Marion Hotel. I would have preferred the Fort Sumter where my wife 
and I stayed in 1927, but the former was more convenient for my work. 

I began interviewing Friday, June 25, 1937, at 4 Percy Street, the home of 
Mrs. Clayborne, No.495, Carter's landlady - Numbep8 Book 7. Many informants here 
gave me the dialect trouble that had begun in Wilmington. This problem I will 
discuss on the tape recording. My first and only bemedaZed doatop must not be 
omitted: "No.503 - Root Doctor - Tobby Cason [showing he made tobies, see p.655, 
wore] medals on breast, brought roots in a bag [see introductory comment for 
Doatop Johnson, p.1620]" - Numbeps Book 7. Somewhere I mention the fight be-
tween two doatops, but not the old man who entered so scared he asked to be 
excused for a moment. Then I heard screams and a great commotion. Sopn Carter 
appeared shaking with laughter - the old man seeking the restroom failed to make 
it. The newspapers of Charleston were filled about someone from Brown University 
recording the cultured voices of the city. Who selected the VIP'SI 

(This is Monday morning, June 28, 1937. I'm working in Charleston, 
testing the machine before beginning the day's work, and it is going to 
be hot as helllll!) [Because my transcriber used five l's, I must have 
emphasized the word.] 

(Yesterday, Sunday afternoon, Carter and I went down south to several of 
these islands to find poot doatops but there wasn't one there.) [Charles-
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ton, S. Car., author on 574:2. This was not the special week-day trip 
Carter and I made to Beaufort, S. Car.] 

Before I forget, if the reader finds the numbering of any early cylinder 
confusing, I transcribed the first 85 cylinders (Ediphone) by hand causing the 
occasional No. + 85. 

Our wonderful side trip to Beaufort [Bu'fert], S. Car., I mention under Doctor 
Buzzard. In Savannah I lived at the De Soto Hotel, and Carter with Mrs. Lewis at 
824 West 39th St., where I interviewed. In Jacksonville, I stayed at the May
flower Hotel and interviewed at the downtown hotel for blacks - Wynn Hotel, 
Ashley & Jefferson streets (Numbers Book 7 at No.547). Here a woman about to 
interview me had to be replaced with someone else because, as Carter said, she 
had to turn a trick with a newly arrived customerl She came in later. 

Route No.1 led us back to Fredericksburg and on to Washington 
WASHINGTON, D.C. for the final interviewing of the long trip. 

At last I felt experienced enough to attempt New Orleans. 
MOBILE, ALA. Instead of waiting until after Mardi gras, I decided on a 

pre-Mardi-gras practice session, first in Mobile and then in 
Vicksburg - a wise decision because both places were strongly influenced by New 
Orleans. My wife and I taking the train to Mobile stopped at the Battle House. 
The first two days we hired an automobile to tour Mobile and the nearby coast. 
Our driver was Edward Bufford, Jr., born near or at East St. Louis, Ill . Liked 
by both my wife and me, he became my contact man and after training an excellent 
one (see ILLUSTRATIONS). 

I worked in the home of Daisy Edwards, who signs receipts daily for $2 - rent, 
electricity and receptionist - but on Feb. 26, 1938 an additional 50¢ for coal 
reminded me of England in 1923. The same receipt gave her a $5 bonus (Numbers 
Book 8, 647-694, used as temporary account book). If $17 for a 6 1/2 day week 
(probably 30 hours) sounds like small rent and wages, these were years of the 
Great Depression when people were lucky to obtain $7 weekly on public relief. I 
must have been fair, for on my second trip to New Orleans and Memphis my contact 
men and women came back to work. Let me add, not once did I have any trouble 
with anyone interviewed by or working for me. Not one of them ever uttered an 
improper word or made an inappropriate suggestion. 

Mardi gras we observed in Mobile. 
My wife, not feeling too well, telephoned an old friend of ours in New York 

City, Clarence Garfield Bandler, M.D., for the name of a Mobile doctor. The 
latter, hearing that I was working in the Negro district, asked her the date of 
my last smallpox vaccination. She answered I had never been vaccinated. "Get 
him out at once, we are having a smallpox epidemic in there!" With smallpox, 
just a handful of cases is an epidemic. Not a word about this had been in the 

newspaper or on radio. 
VICKSBURG, MISS. And so we moved to Vicksburg, staying at Hotel Vicksburg. 

From here to the end of this INTRODUCTION, most of the ma
terial will be my lone comments to the Te1ediphone, always in parentheses, or 
my conversation with contact man Edward, his words in double quotation marks 
as follows: 

(Testing the stylus, Vicksburg, Miss. Wednesday, March 2, 1938. The first 
day's work. We are beginning with No.7l4.) 

"[They will be] round heah about 9:15 or 9:30." [Edward talking.] 
(Who were they?) 
"Ah got the name in the book. Miss C[something] - got the name listed and 

everything." 
(Well, why are they going to call me up?) 
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" IIThey wants to call you up on account, they say, they ain't taking any chances 
of coming and telling dere story that they wants to tell.1I 

(Well what did they say about North and South? What did they say about that?) 
[Edward is repeating something previously told to me.] 

IIWell, they say, if you was a Soutbern man, they reckon they wouldn't come and 
tell you no story of no kind." 

(I see.) 
II And if you was a Northern man, they know you wasn't out to put 'em in j ail or 

nuthin and they'd come round and tell you their story." 
(I see. Well, let's get on with our work. Have you been able to get in touch 

with that root doctor here?) 
"Yes, sir, at half past one." 
(Think he'll come?) 
IIMight be here the middle of this week. He got a office and everything - use 

a license for that kind of stuff." 
(Oh, they use a license.) 

"Have a license for that kind of stuff." 
(I see. Well, that should be very interesting.) 
"He have an office right down in back of [something]." 
[He came later but was "no good."] [Vicksburg, Miss., 981:1.] 
We reached New Orleans at night and took two taxis to The Roosevelt; my wife 

riding alone with her and my luggage, Edward and I with my equipment and his 
bag - it being against the law for a white taximan to drive 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. a lone Nigger passenger. He used the word Nigger in Edward's 
MY FIRST VISIT presence. I told Edward I would not work for several days (I 

wanting to be with my wife), but he was to meet me for in
structions next morning. I wanted him to find an old-time taximan, thoroughly 
reliable, who knew the underworld of fortunetellers, doators, healers and the 
like. He came up with Mack Berryhill (see ILLUSTRATIONS). No other person could 
have been better and without him we could have failed. 

(Testing the stylus for the 3rd time.) 
(New Orleans, La. Friday, March 11th, 1938.) 
(In the two previous times of testing the stylus there seems to. be a skip -

it must be the stylus, it couldn't be the amplification. Edward s'aid that there 
were probably 60 people downstairs waiting for me. Yesterday when I came there 
were 30 people and about noon there were over 100. This morning when I came, 
Edward said that a policeman had come up asking why all the people were standing 
out on the sidewalk, and he explained that they came around to talk to me -
everything was quite all right. I do hope this thing will get straightened out 
in a few minutes, because I had trouble with amplification this morning but I 
didn't have any trouble with the stylus. Now, let's see how that works. Now.) 

[At this moment a policeman walked in!] 
(An officer just came in to see what was going on here and we had a little 

talk for about fifteen or twenty minutes, talking about hoodoo, and he said he 
would go down and clean out that crowd for me downstairs. I missed a great 
opportunity. I should have had my machine on while the officer was talking. 
It was very interesting.) 

(An officer just left. The report is around that I was working for the govern
ment - giving away money for hoodoo business. So we had a talk for fifteen or 
twenty minutes and he just said he would go down and clean out the crowd for me. 
There are about 50 people downstairs.) 

[After the policeman left the room, Edward Bufford my contact man walks in to 
warn me I had to be careful. Though Edward had worked for me in Mobile, where I 
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had found him, and had continued with me and my wife to Vicksburg and now to New 
Orleans, he was doubtful about success here, also a little frightened. I was 
neither too confident nor brave - the latter especially, after the policeman's 
visit. Had my wife not been with me, I might have abandoned the Great Quest. 
Everything would depend upon the experience of this day.] 

[Many brackets in these volumes were made years ago, while checking tran-
scription against cylinders.] 

(Careful?) 
"Yes, sir, you gotta be careful." [Edward speaking.] 
(You think we are throwing away money, huh?) 
"Yes, sir." 
(Well, now if you'll get your chair and sit around here beside me, they won't 

do anything in the daytime.) 
"No, sir, but we gotta keep our eye on them. You can't never tell what a man 

has under his shirt. Some of them. are half crazy, too." 
(Well, now, you put your chair right in front of the door [outside my door] 

where you can hear what is going on.) 
"I sure will." 
(Now, you keep right here.) 
[New Orleans, La., 1144:8.] 
(Testing the stylus, New Orleans, La., Wednesday, March 16, 1938. The last 

person yesterday with whom I talked, Edward said he had talked with me for two 
hours and forty-five minutes - in fact Edward came into the room to see if any
thing had happened to me.) 

(This man is a hoodoo doctor. He calls himself Charlie Wilson - probably is 
an assumed name because Mack knew him as Alfred.) 

(I am having some trouble with the stylus on my transcriber • • •  the crystal 
stylus, so I called up the [manager?] at the [Thomas E. Edison] Company this 
morning and he is sending a man around tonight after I get back to the hotel to 
check up, to see whether the stylus is tipped or whether there is a catch in the 
mechanism somewhere. When I take a record, it digs into the cylinder for about 
one revolution and spoils whatever is to go on that revolution. It has not be
come too bad yet, but I thought I might as well check up on it at once.) 

[I have a note made later, "rubber was worn out."] 
(The next number will be 853.) 
[New Orleans, author on 1343:2.] 
As soon as my wife left for New York City, I moved over to the St. Charles, 

an older hotel but more convenient for me because it had a side entrance, was a 
less showy place, and near Kolb's (German) Restaurant. 

One morning Mack, while driving me to the Patterson Hotel, said Edward had 
hurt himself badly by running against a projecting piece of waterpipe. True, I 
saw that Edward could scarcely walk, and then only by holding his hip. Caffrey, 
evidently let in by Mack who was helping Edward, told me he had healed him (lines 
5-16, p.1469). That I doubted. To have a confrontation, I called for Edward to 
show Caffrey out. Believe it or not, Edward was walking! Not holding his hipl 
Collusion? Not a chance. I could see that that bruise and pain were still 
there. That night, having worked from 9 A.M. to 8 P.M., not getting out of my 
chair more than twice for a minute or two - that night I could not lift myself 
out of that chair. Edward helped me up. And when I started to walk, I limped 
and held on to my hip the same way Edward had done that morning! I began to 
laugh but could not possibly explain to Edward. As I entered the St. Charles 
dining room, the head waiter conuniserated, "Captain, how did you hurt yourself?" 
I should explain here for the general reader that in hoodoo and similar healing, 
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a disease or pain is cured by transferring it to someone or something else (see 
p.383). My pain was a long-standing calcium deposit or whatever it is called. I 
had limped and held on to my thigh before. But my coincidental experience could 
have been psychologically dangerous for an unprepared field worker or believer. 

Another danger came at the end of one long day's work. My last informant, a 
woman, was talking - every word, her voice evil. For the first and only time in 
my life I felt the physical presence of evil. The woman's departure came as a 
relief. I just made the dining room before it closed. A shower followed. I now 
understood what total-submersion baptism meant to the early Christian - a washing 
away of evil. Completely refreshed and ready for bed, I delayed to take the 
final therapeutic action. Tired as I was, I sat down to replay those evil 
cylinders. The evil had disappeared! Fatigue and exhaustion are also a danger 
in field work. The woman's monotonous voice had half hypnotized me! 

A third danger for the field worker is a newspaper reporter! Neither in Adams 
County, Illinois, nor in the South did I want prospective informants making up 
sayings or stories, or visiting public libraries, as a preparation for my visit 
to them or their visits to me. One morning Edward entered to say, "There's a 
young colored man out here, been setting over a hour waiting to see you, but I 
won't let him in - says he's a newspaper reporter." I let him in, a pleasant 
and intelligent person. Neither of us asked for credentials. My work I explained 
briefly. "Have you ever found much use of drugs among these people, he inquired?" 
"That," I replied, "I wouldn't know, not being able to identify an addict; but 
plenty of alcohol is evident." Was he a stool pigeon? I doubt it. Fortunately 

he had no real interest in my work. 
LITTLE ROCK, ARK .  The train from New· York City through St. Louis brought me to 

Little Rock. Memorable were the 4 tallest osage orange trees 
I had ever seen, these in front of my hotel, the Pike - whether Albert or Zebulon, 
I am uncertain. 

(Testing the stylus, Memphis, Tenn., Tuesday, May 24 or 25 - I don't know 
which - 1938. The next number will be 915. We have been having considerable 
trouble getting started here in Memphis. We arrived from Little Rock, Ark., 
Thursday night. So we have been here Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday and this 
is Tuesday. In my recordings at Little Rock, Ark., I did not test the stylus on 
the ordinary cylinder, therefore I must be careful and see that I have those cyl
inders marked properly when I get home. Edward has just gone out to bring in the 
people.) 

(I think we began a little bit the wrong way here, or at least Edward did. He 
began by rounding up all the professionals, which frightened them, so today we 
are beginning by rounding up the ordinary people, and if the professionals want 
to come around later, why all well and good. But we figure with the ordinary 
people we will probably do our usual work here.) [Memphis, Tenn., 1481:1.] 

"No.920 - the landlady - Eureka Hotel [downtown, for black people, and near 
my hotel, The Peabody] - several things" - Numbers Book 10, 885-977. 

(Testing the stylus, Memphis, Tenn., Thursday, May 26, 1938. Last night I 
thought I might try to see if there was an Italian or a Chinese Restaurant in 
Memphis because I have become thoroughly tired of hotel food, so I asked the 
porter and he told me to go to Pete and Joe's, just opposite the Court House -
the County Court House and City Jail. Surprisingly to relate, the food was very 
good. I had ravioli and it really was excellent. I shall go there tonight and 
try to have spaghetti or something of that sort.) 

(I don't know whether this groove is cutting deep enough or not - I think 
probably it will work, I will see in just a moment. Edward has gone out to get 
the first carload.) 
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(I am having the same difficulty here that I have always had every place. 
People are [too] frightened to come around. Yesterday a man came in and before 
his turn came, he disappeared.) 

(The reverberation in this roam is very sharp. There is no carpet on the 
floor and the walls are quite a bit bare.) 

(The next number is 932.) [Memphis, Tenn., 1512:15.] 
(End of 952. It's after six o'clock and it's terribly hot in this roam with 

the window closed, and the noise in the next room with the radio going, and there 
are still some people to be interviewed.) [Memphis, Tenn., 1538:10.] 

"No.977 - man - police came in [to my interviewing room at Eureka Hotel] -
about 10 o'clock I would say - just started [to interview this informant] when 
they [two policemen slammed open the door and] came in" - (Numbers Book 10). 
[This entry was made as soon as I returned to The Peabody - that was as fast as 
I could pack and leave the Eureka.] 

Up to this point I had had no trouble with the police, seeing no reason why I 
should have had. In fact, the policeman in New Orleans (see p.XXXI) had been 
courteous, and from Memphis on, I found the chiefs-of-police cooperative when I 
called upon them for permission to work in the Negro district (see what I say 
about police in my letter to Edward Bufford in ILLUSTRATIONS). Permission of 
course was never given in writing. As soon as the police rushed into the room, 
one said to the other, "Call the wagon and throw this goddam son-of-a-bitch and 
his crap into it." And worse! I was too stunned to be frightened or to say any
thing foolish. Experience in the Chicago slums came to my aid (see p. XVI). Had 
I said, "This is a free country," I would have had hell beaten out of me for 
resisting arrest! Fortunately they mistook my comatose condition for composure, 
poise or whatever term lawmen use for this situation - cool was then unknown. I 
explained my work, a scientific investigation of beliefs, and if they would ac
company me to The Peabody, I would in the presence of the manager open my safety 
deposit box and show many credentials. Who reported me to the police? Probably 
a stool pigeon. All this happened on a Saturday! Back at the hotel I sat down 
to write the note (see ILLUSTRATIONS). It was only then I realized I had taken 
one hellofa beating. Further work in Memphis was impossible. I telephoned my 
wife to explain everything and to tell her I was boarding the next train home. 
First, I drove Edward down to the railroad station to watch his train pull out 
for Mobile. 

This experience in Memphis almost killed Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft -
Rootwork. My wife and I, while in Toronto on business, suddenly decided to crpss 
Canada by train, drive down the Pacific coast to and a little way into Mexico, 
and return to New York City, stopping at Grand Canyon and elsewhere. 

Finally, I decided not to chicken out - I had to resume work, I had to return 
to Memphis. But, before I did, I interviewed 539 informants elsewhere (see MADAM 

WILEY, pp.1556-l567). 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. My letter of Jan. 2 3, 1939 to Edward Bufford shows the 

preparation for St. Petersburg (see ILLUSTRATIONS). We 
stayed at The Vinoy Park Hotel; the food being excellent and the manager, Kennedy, 
one of the best we ever met. 

(Testing the stylus, Tuesday, February 13, 1939, St. Petersburg, Fla. Working 
at Clark Hotel [the colored hotel out near or beyond city limits].) 

(One thing about work here at St. Petersburg is this. First we had a rather 
difficult time breaking in - it took us four days before the work broke. So far 
we have been doing fairly well - filling a considerable number of cylinders. The 
difficulty is that there isn't a large quantity of material on each cylinder, be
cause the people do not seem to know as much as some of the other places where I 
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have worked • • • •  I think I shall probably do West Palm Beach and then go up to 
Georgia.) [16 77:9.] 

(Friday morning, February 10, [1939], St. Petersburg, Fla., at the Clark 
Hotel.) 

xxxv 

(So far, the first three days, things have been coming in slowly, but I think 
today and tomorrow, that things will really begin to break. There seems to be 
plenty of work here but the people are still a little bit frightened. I am having 
some trouble with my teeth. I hope they do hold out until this trip - the "c" 
Series - is completed.) [15 98:2.] 

Our rented car looking presentable enough, Edward drove us to Fort Meyers for 
the night, across the Tamiami Trail to Miami and The Flamingo at Miami Beach, and 
finally to Palm Beach. From here Edward returned the rented car to St. Petersburg 
and used the pre-purchased railroad ticket home to Mobile. 

(The Breakers, Palm Beach - Thursday afternoon, February [I do not know date!]. 
The machines, the recorder and reproducer, which I shipped over by truck from St. 
Petersburg to Palm Beach [my wife says 23] arrived with some damage. I probably 
will be able to get a cabinet-maker to glue up these cracks. At the moment I am 
testing the stylus to see whether the recorder is in working condition. Tell me 
something, Al [Alma].) [Palm Beach, Fla., 1717:1.] 

After Palm Beach my wife and I took the train to New York City. 
WAYCROSS, GA. Later I sent Edward ahead of me to Waycross, Ga. Here we found 

two outstanding contact men - names unknown because Numbers Book 
11, 977-1290 is misplaced or lost - who combed the countryside for doctors. 

(It's raining outside and the ceiling of this room is beginning to leak in 
three or four places. In fact half the plaster is off the ceiling, anyway, and 
I have three more people to talk with tonight before I leave and I must stick it 
out - unless I'm simply drowned.) [Waycross, Ga., 175 7:5.] 

(Testing the stylus. Waycross, Ga., Friday, March 3 ,1939. Yesterday after
noon I quit because I seemed to have neuralgia. The roof was leaking and the 
room got very damp. Last night it was very cold, in fact it got down to 34° this 
morning. Last night I went to bed at nine o'clock, took two aspirins and this 
morning [when] we got to the room it was so cold I'm wearing my overcoat and have 
built a fire in the fireplace. The stylus seemed to stick a little bit tpis 
morning so I'm testing it out. Hope we have another good day. The next number 
will be 1116.) [1789:3.] 

(Testing the stylus, Waycross, Ga., Monday, March 6, 1939. Working at the 
Cooper Hotel [a Negro hotel].) 

(Saturday night we had decided to go on down to Brunswick, but some of the 
boys called up and said they would probably give us a good week next week, so we 
decided to stay on. I also hear that a preacher has been preaching against me. 
That right, Edward?) 

"That's right, sir." [Edward.] 
(He'll probably do us a little good, don't you think?) 
"Ab think he did ever so much." [Edward.] 
[Edward, though he had been with me a long time, had no idea that I myself was 

a preacher.] [Waycross, Ga., 1855:1.] 
(Testing the stylus, Waycross, Ga., Wednesday, March 8,1939. Edward went out 

this morning and got a man in the country about nine mi1es� who is out here wait
ing for us now.) [See THE PATIENT DOCTOR, pp.969-992.] 

(Last night another white man wanted to come around to see me?) 
"That's right." [Edward talking.] 
(He's from the country, too.) 
(The next number will be 1165.) [1943:1.] 
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(Testing the stylus, Brunswick, Ga., Saturday, March 11, 1939. I am staying 
at the Oglethorpe Hotel. I came down from Waycross yesterday morning. I had to 

get up at 4:15 in order to catch that 5:30 train. It seems as 
BRUNSWICK, GA. though we might do a little work here, although usually Saturday 

is rather a light day.) 
(The next number will be 1174.) 

(Testing the stylus, Brunswick, Ga., Tuesday, March 14, 1939. ) 
(We seem to be having quite a time getting started here. The people seem to 

be quite frightened.) 
(One thing is certain. Working in a colored hotel is more conducive toward 

bringing people around than working in a private home, as we are working here.) 
(The next number will be 1205.) 

Dere certain hours dat chew go out dere an' certain days, an' ah would have 
tuh look ovah mah othah books • • • •  [No.1206; Brunswick, Ga., 2034:2.] 

[Informant, man, shows me a book.] 
(These books: The Key to Success, by Dr. Jihgje - P'Jlma Jihdje - at 794 

West Orange St., Gainesville, Fla., & Spiritual Guidanae in Divine • • .  Revealing 
the Egyptian Searets of Love, Suaaess and Prosperity.) 

(You've had this book for 18 years?) 
Yes sir. 
(This black cat charm [shown me], you wear it so you will be able to see.) 
Da t' s right. 

Saturday, March 18 , 1939. Yesterday I 
Quite a large one here. You know, there 
population here in this city - quite a 

(Testing the stylus, Savannah, Ga., 
watched the St. Patrick's day Parade. 

is quite a large Irish 
SAVANNAH, GA. large population.) 
SECOND VISrr- (I'm staying at the Hotel Savannah, and I am beginning work this 

morning at - what is the address here? You gave it to me didn't 
you?) [I am speaking to my contact man, Edward.] 

(The next number will be 1230.) [Savannah, Ga., 2nd trip, CS06 - 2087.] 
(Testing the stylus, Savannah, Ga., Monday, March 20, 1939. We are working at 

506 Montgomery Street.) [Savannah, Ga., 2nd trip, C519 = 2100.] 
(Testing the stylus, Savannah, Ga., Tuesday, March 21, 1939, the first day of 

Spring. Also, the weather is warmer than it was yesterday. Yesterday my feet 
were cold sitting in here - the room was a little bit damp. The next number wilf 
be 1252.) [Savannah, Ga., 2nd trip, C543 = 2124.] 

(End of 1259. This woman talked in a whisper, that is the reason her voice 
was so low.) [Savannah, Ga., 2nd trip, C558:l = 2139.] 

(Well, how did she happen to ask you about addressing a letter?) 
"Well, ah asked her wus dere any place tub git stamps, an' she tole me ah had 

tub go down dere an' git a nickel machine an' put a nickel in dere an' git fo' 
ones. Ah tole, 'Well, still wouldn't do me,' ah said, 'ah'm goin' put money in 
it to send to mah wife. '" [Edward is talking.] 

"She say, 'Well, ah kin take care of dat.'" 
"So she taken de lettah an' rubbed it 'cross her breast an' crossed it an' shet 

her eyes, an' done somepin an' put de lettah on back an' said, 'Now, nobody in de 
world will tetch dat lettah but chure wife, an' whut's in it she'll git it.'" 

"So ah had a lettah from mah wife heah last night an' say she received de 
money - de money wus in it." 

(She told me something when she was in here, but most of her works is con
cerned about spiritual things.) 

"Well, the law won't let her do witchcraft work, 'cause she tole a man somepin 
about ten yeahs ago an' de man went off an' kilt his wife. But whut she told him 
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wus true." [Savannah, Ga., 2nd trip, C594 : l = 217 5.] 
(Testing the stylus, Florence, S.C., Friday, March 31, 1939.) 

FLORENCE, S. CAR. (After leaving Savannah, I went to New York and then came 
back last night. We are working at Henry Tillins, 1108 East 

Cox Street. It is a very nice home.) 
(The next number will be 1282.) {C598 = 2179.] 
(Testing the stylus, Florence, S.C., Saturday. April 1, 1939.) 
(Last night - Timmins [H. L. Timmons in Account Book] this morning, when he 

came to the hotel to get me, he said that a man had killed his wife last night 
just here about a block away. The husband came home and he found a man [woman] 
running out the back door, and he chased him [her] , the man [woman] , and he fell 
down. He couldn't catch the man [woman] so he went back and got into a quarrel 
with his wife and shot her right through the heart. They haven't found the man 
[woman] yet. Timmins and Edward said that it rather disrupted their work last 
night, because the woman was killed after I came, rather than before. ) 

(The next number 1291.) 
[My transcriber, Miss Hayes, made what she considered necessary corrections; 

she couldn't understand a woman running out the back door - but a woman did!] 
(This room that I am working in is as cold as ice, although the sun is shining 

outside and it is probably about 70 degrees. My nose is dripping and I suppose 
I've got a terrible cold.) 

(Ought to warm this room up some tomorrow.) [C639 = 2220.] 
(Think I'll work today until only about three o'clock, because of the funeral 

of that girl who was shot by her husband several days ago. Everybody is going 
there - all our contact people.) [C655 = 2236 . ] 

(Testing the stylus, Florence, S.C., Wednesday, April 6, 1939. The funeral 
is over now, so the people will come around today.) 

(The next number will be 1313.) {C655 = 2236.] 
(Edward [my contact man] and I have been talking about the numbers racket 

here. They call it the Cotton Exchange or the Cotton Market. He says that four 
or five hundred people here are selling numbers. They have a membership of how 
much?) 

" All the Cotton Exchange membership." [Edward speaking.] 
[He shows me some used numbers tickets. ] 
"Ab got it from de grocery sto' up dere. " 
(Did you buy this?) 

" No sir, ah sneaked 'em from anothah fellah, whut he played yesterday." 
(Those are the numbers that won yesterday?) 
" Dose de numbah didn't win." 
[There were 3 numbers on 1 ticket (see later) ,  the reason for my confusing 

these and this.] 
(You think that some white men are behind it and don't want anybody to know 

that they have anything to do with it?) 
" Nobody knows who runnin' it. It run by white men. Nuthin operated by 

colored." 
(And these people get percent commission' for selling the tickets?) 
" Five percent commission offa 25 cents - see, 20 percent of the dollah." 
(And you can get 4 numbers for a penny?) 
"Three numbahs fo' a penny." 
(And you play as much as you want to?) 
"Yo' kin play - go on right through to 25 cents. Play 25 cents in de box; 

then they play 25 cents straight. If yo' play 25 cents in de box, it briDgs 7S 
to 100 dollahs - if it comes both ways. Yo' kin change dat number aroUDd or yo' 
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kin put it in de box one way. Den yo' kin change it back an' it will come back
wards - object [opposite] of what yo' got straighten in de box." 

(And there's no way of tracing it to find out who's got it?) 
"Can't trace it - whut dey been trying tuh do fo' de last month. De police 

heah can't trace it. It's unpublished - it's not published. It's against de 
law to operate de game here an' dey operating it." 

(The people who sell these numbers take this money and give it to the man in 
the grocery store?) 

"Give it to de man in de grocery store." 
(He gives it to somebody else.) 
"He gives it to de local man an' de local man carries it to anothah man, an' 

den yo' nevah know who de boss is. Can't nobody tell who's behind it." 
(Well, now, how do they find out what number is winning?) 

"Dey find out through de local man 'cause he come an' put it up on de black-
bo'd in de evenin' at five-thirty." 

(Where are these numbers supposed to be drawn?) 
"Don't nobody know where dey supposed to be drawn. Dat's de trouble." 
(Don't know whether they are drawn in New York or somewhere else?) 
"No sir, don't know whether dey drawn in New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans 

or where. All dey knows is dat de numbers come out at five-thirty. When dey 
make de bo'd dey sees de numbah on de bo'd. Dere only comes three numbahs on de 
bo'd. Yo' kin play a hundred numbahs an' only three numbahs come on de bo'd. 
But who behin' de numbahs, nobody heah knows." 

(And the agent - this man there at the grocery store?) 
"He doesn't know who's behin' it." 
(Who tells them - who puts those numbers up on the board?) 

"De local man - local man when he brings de slip in de evenin' and put de 
numbah on de bo'd." 

(And when - and who spreads the news around then?) 
"De riders." 
(How many riders did you say there was in town?) 
"Dere's about five-hundred riders." 
(This fellow up here that killed his wife - Edward just tells me that he has 

been to [has returned to] or he is [back] in the hospital. They let him out on 
bail. He was [is] a cook. Somebody over at the hospital went over and got him 
out on bail. What are they going to do with him do you think?) 

"Well, dey got de trial set fo' June." 
(He isn't in jail at all?) 
"Not in jail at all, no sir.1I [C708 = 2289.] 
(Beginning work at Memphis, Wednesday, October 24, 1939. This is our second 

attempt at Memphis. We are working at 592 South Wellington Street - Mrs. Jones. 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 
RETURN TO MEMPHI S 

Edward is also staying here. We are testing the stylus.) 
(In getting into Memphis - we had a train wreck, a freight 
wreck over in Pennsylvania. I missed my connections in Cin
cinnati and was twelve hours late reaching Memphis, so I've 

been on the train two nights. I am staying at the Hotel Peabody. We have taken 
a car from the Dixie Garage.) 

(How do you think we are lined up for the day?) 
"We have a pretty good line-up fo' today [Edward speaking], an' de work oughta 

be right good fo' de fust day, fo' de fus' beginnin'''. 
(Madam Collins [see pp.992-l024] this morning said that 

through here from Michigan, who had machines and was doing 
that I am doing; but that he worked in some white home and 

last year a man came 
the same type of work 
the colored people 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - XXXIX 

came to see him.) 
(Dr. Hyatt, about a month ago «probably about the 10th of April» an edition 

of the World-Telegram carried a story about the WPA doing a great deal of this 
work in Mississippi, even giving a short resume of some of the superstitions and 
practices.) [My transcriber, RH = something Hayes.] 

(Also, last year there were people from Brown University [see line 46, p.XXIX] 
going about the country, mostly New England and North I think, using the disc 
apparatus to pick up the various dialects. R.H.) [Three preceding comments from 
Memphis, 2nd trip, 2786:5.] 

On my retu� to Memphis, I carried a letter of introduction from the National 
City (now First National City) Bank of New York to their correspondent bank in 
Memphis. A vice-president greeted me, then telephoned the Chief-of-Police, 
telling him he was sending over a friend of the bank's and that anything he could 
do for me would be greatly appreciated. The Chief and I were having a pleasant 
talk when all of a sudden he asked, IIAren't you the fellow who was here some 
months ago? When two of my men knocked on the door and asked you what you were 
doing, you got excited? Be calmer this time. Go over the bridge to Arkansas 
and buy yourself a bottle of booze. " 

I now used a similar bank letter for New Orleans, but the bank interviewed 
the Chief for me. 

(Testing the stylus. Beginning my second trip to New Orleans, La., Wednesday, 
February 14, 1940. The first number here will be 1558. The location is very, 

very noisy, so I don't know just exactly how good these 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. recordings are going to be. This is Wednesday. I got in 
MY SECOND VISIT Monday night and I am staying over at the St. Charles Hotel. 

I came down on the Southern Railway from New York, I left 
there Sunday. We are working again at the Patterson Hotel but he has moved 
across the street from his old location and is now a [something? transient?] 
hotel. ) 

[New Orleans, La., 2nd trip, El:l = 2833.] 
(End of 1558. This woman was the wife of the Peg Leg whom I interviewed when 

I was here two years ago. The reverberation in this room is very, very bad. I 
don't know what's wrong.) [New Orleans, La., E6:2 = 2839.] 

[The old Patterson Hotel looking something like a cheap hotel was pretty bad; 
the new or second Patterson Hotel, a few delapidated upstairs rooms, was just 
about impossible.] 

(Testing the stylus, Thursday, February 15, 1940, New Orleans, La. I am 
staying at the Hotel St. Charles, Room 568. The recordings from this particular 
room are not going to be very good because the room is very bare and the reverb
eration is bad, and there is tremendous noise outside the building. Also, it is 
very difficult to keep people here in the building quiet - the walls are very 
thin. ) 

(The next number will be 1563.) 
(End of 1562. This man in here, he works at the Cracker Drug Store. All he 

could talk about was powders and things of that sort, so I couldn't use him. 
But I think I will get around to the store later on and talk to him and see what 
their material is. However, he'll act as a contact manl) [Was he sent round to 
investigate me? I never paid the visit.] 

(Testing the stylus, Monday, February 19, 1940. New Orleans, La.) 
(I am still working at the Patterson Hotel. The weather has been terrible the 

last few days. Friday, I took ill and had the doctor on Saturday and had a tem
perature of one degree plus. Sunday night the fever was gone but I'm still feel
ing rather weak. Last week we got just two day's work in, so I will have to do 
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better this week. The next number will be 1568.) [New Orleans, La., 2nd trip, 
E45 = 2878.] 

(Testing the stylus, Algiers, La., February 21, 1940. Wednesday. This is my 
birthday. A1 [wife Alma] called up this morning. I am still suffering from a 

very bad cold. In fact, I have almost a degree of temperature. 
ALGIERS, LA. The doctor came in again last night and I told him to drop by 

tonight to see how I am.) 
(We are working at the Eagle Eye Hall, 1700 Nunez Street, Algiers, La.) 

(The next number will be 1575.) 
(Testing the stylus, Algiers, La., Thursday, Feb. 22, 1940. Today we have a 

bright sunny day for the first time - well, since I've been here. We must come 
across on the ferry each morning and go back each night. The next number will 
be 1579.) [E75 = 2908.] [See Mack's story about May Day water, 986, p.381; 
also 1385, p.460.] 

(End of 1586. There is a colored funeral going by, the band playing Chopin's 
Funeral March, and going along slowly - about 2000 of them • . • •  ) 

(Testing the stylus, Algiers, La., Tuesday, February 27, 1940. We are having 
our old difficulty again - great crowds of people rushing in but none of them 
really knowing anything. The good ones still are holding back, although we have 
had five or six since we have been here.) 

(The next number will be 1598 [actually 1597A].) 
[My contact man Edward and I test stylus.] 
(That was by way of testing the stylus on Wednesday, Algiers, La., February 

28, 1940.) [E183:1 = 3016.] 
(What did he [Marshall] say about those people that Marshall [he] went for?) 
"Well, dey wa1kin', won't ride - two miles." [Edward speaking.] 
(Why wouldn't they get in the car?) 
"Wouldn't git in the car - superstitious." 
(Superstitious about what?) 
"Ab dunno, suh." 
(How far did they go off?) 
"Two miles - jis' heah on de bridge, city limit bridge." 
(What was that other place where the people wouldn't get in the car and ride? 

Some other place we were, where they were afraid to get in the car, and walked 
over?) 

"Let's see - dat wus [St.] Petersburg, wusn't it?" 
(I suppose they were afraid we would hurt them on the journey.) 
"Ab dunno whut de mattah wit 'em. Dere's 'bout five of 'em an' dey 'fuse tuh 

ride. He [Marshall] come back an' tole me jis' now. He gone on back tuh git 
anothah load an' ah seen dem ride off. Dey wa1kin'." 

(Those that came yesterday walked too, didn't they, and they walked back?) 
"Wouldn't ride, 'fuse tuh ride back." 
(What did you say about these fellows over there in Algiers? You went into 

some of their offices yesterday?) 
"Went into some of their offices, yes sir." [Edward talking.] 
(And what did they have in there?) 
"Well, they had diff'rent - all kind of animals come out of human beings in a 

jar. Well, I see some frogs, I see some lizards, I see snakes, I see some things 
that look like maybe jelly fish[?] and worms, and see some bugs and also some 
maggots - diff'rent things in the jars." 

(What did you say when you left there?) 
"I left there, I was kind of frozy. I was scared - didn't know the way out, 

had to take me back on across the roofs. And then they say that after they send 
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a couple of their friends over and they tell their s t ories, and come back and 
tell 'em all righ t, s ay, they'l l  come over t o  see you. I f  you's f rom the South -
caus e they a in't takin' no chances on ' em [from the South]. 

(I see . Why is that?) 
"Well, they say the people in the South alway s up to g e t  somebody in jail -

migh t get int o t rouble prop osition . And they g o t  licens e t o  do that, but some 
o f  th em does this modern [jo in religion to their work ] and if you working out 
South , you wouldn't git a s tory . [New Orleans , La. , 1234:7. This is a trip 
Edward and Marshall made to Algiers on our first visit to New Orleans. ]  

FINAL COMMENTS 

As s oon as I h ave had a res t  of s eve ral months by g oing away s omewhere , I will 
s tart to p roduce the tape recording account of many things omit ted - these from 
no tes made th rough the years . 

A few final comment s fo llow . 
Af t er four consecutive years o f  concentrated work on this manuscript - these 

not including former years of s ort ing , eliminat ing and trying to reduce a mass of 
material to wo rkable dimensions - I was too tired at my age to write an adequate 
o r  o rdered INTRODUCTION . A t  leas t the dis order of the preceding attempt is qui te 
in keeping with the subject mat ter . 

Subj ect mat t er! Fortunately a mas ter of it reached me jus t  before these final 
few pages were h anded to the print er. He raises a que s t ion about FACI I had for
go tt en: 

"University of California Los Angeles, Center for the Study of Compar
ative Folklore and Mythology, December 18, 1969 . Rev . Harry Middleton 
Hyat t • • • •  Dear Rev . Hyat t: At las t I have an e f f ective address for you , 
supplied by my friend o f  many years, Dr. Duncan Emrich of Washing ton . . • •  

I am so pleased t o  learn tha t  you are s till active, and that you have now 
j us t  comp leted a definitive work on wi tchcraft and conjury. I am certainly 
eager to receive a copy of this new work, and to make sure that copies will 
also be in our main University Research Library and i n  the Staff Library of 
the Center for the Study o f  Comparative Fo lklore and Mythology . Duncan 
tells me that the supply of the second edition of the Adams County book is 
about out of print . We h ave a copy in the University Res earch Library , but 
I s hould like to pos s es s  it pers onally; s o  pleas e dispatch me a copy at 
once, toget her wit h the invoice • • • • You would be able to feas t your eyes on 
my wonderful s ections on witchcraft , conjury, the devil, the evil eye , 
hoodoo, voodoo, etc. - all o f  which is from p ublished s ources - i f  you 
could find a way to vis it our Center . Your s sincerely [signed] Wayland D. 
Hand - Director." 

I was delighted to hear f rom Dr. Hand because a cons iderable amount of unus ed 
hoodoo mat erial - perhaps enough for a third volume - mus t  be pre s erved and may 
need a future home . But his reques t for an invoice could no t be honored, the few 
remaining copies o f  FACI being reserved for the new universities s pringing up 
everywhere round the world. Ins t ead, I pres ent ed FACI to him as a token of 
respec t  for his great contribution t o  the folklore field. Few persons are aware 
that more than 100 folklore clas ses are now offered in our universities; that in 
s everal universities a doctor's degree is given in the subject . 

Of the 1000 copies o f  FACI printed (2nd ed.) , 750 were mailed in ope�tion 
Odyssey of a Book to libraries in every part of the world as a memorial to my 
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wife. I have an astonishing collection of acknowledgments, some of them includ
ing friendly letters or notes, or brief notations on formal acceptance card. 
[See LI BRARIAN LETTERS AND NOTES section at end of Volume Two.] Every great 

university and national library accepted - even a few libraries behind the Iron 
Curtain and Peking (so spelled on letterhead). Only eight copies were rejected -
a non-university town in Germany, Palma in Majorca (sent as a tribute to what 
used to be called The 12th Noctu�e, the .first Chopin I ever heard), and Morocco. 
The five returns in the U.S.A., included four public libraries in cities of mod
erate size, and one university I had never heard of until I picked it out of The 
Wo�Zd A Zmanac. 

FACI - a special memorial - was not offered to reviewers. For this reason I 
treasured librarian acceptances that began to arrive. They came at an opportune 
time, another personal misfortune being seemingly imminent. These formally 
printed cards and sheets, as well as typewritten letters and notes, inspired and 
encouraged me to resume work on HOODOO. Some of them I have quoted in part at 
the end of volume two - the most important position, liturgically. 

The first paragraph of the PREFACE refers to several copies Xeroxed for copy
right purpose and for distribution should anything have happened to me. 

The in the memory of is for a man I never knew, he dying of cancer in a 
hospital when I first met my future wife. I am merely keeping a promise made 
to her years ago and in a manner she would have approved. 

That name Henry before Hyatt in illustration two at the end of volume two 
puzzles my memory. True, more people knew me as Henry than Harry because my 
future wife had renamed me; but where could the detective agency have found it? 
And how did they learn about the honorary doctor's degree I have not used in 
years? Evidently among identification papers submitted to them, they saw one 
referring to me as Dr. Henry Hyatt. I employed the agency because we were work
ing in a TOUGH district. Not the blacks did I question, but the white underworld 
bosses. An unknown white man working in black neighborhood was always suspected. 
Only once before had I felt doubtful - that was on my �eturn to Memphis. 

The second edition of FACI was delayed because I attempted an elaborate index. 
For example take the word red - Red: clothes (all item numbers listed after each 
entry), cow, flower, food, medicine, paper, sky, etc. Cf. blood. I also used 
an exhaustive system for magic rites, classifying every possible type - Magic: 
articles, colors, deception (1179), difference (1257), direction, hand, location 
(corner, center of room, attic, etc.), etc. I have over 6000 cards with thou
sands of entries, and not halfway through the manuscript! HOODOO was delayed 
because I felt it a little advanced for the public. These last ten years it is 
I who have been unadvanced! 

I f  I have spoken much about myself in this INTRODUCTI ON, it is because - had 
someone else written these volumes, I would like to know something about the man 
who made the attempt. If the reader agrees, he will learn more about me in 
"Pictures for Alma," at the end of the second edition of FACI. Perhaps this is 
also a protest against today's impersonality. These two volumes are also a 
protest showing how society failed to educate underprivileged people, black 
and white. 

Among special acknowledgments are: R.H. Hayes, the expert transcriber, 
called Miss Hayes though married and having children in school. Barbara 
Connelly - a twenty-three year old girl - obtained from Manpower in Morristown, 
N.J., married, mother of a two year old son, and working for me at her mother's 
home. We met for conference at Manpower. Mrs. Alfred F. Pogge who typed the 
complete manuscript of HOODOO. She, her husband (a biologist at Quincy College) 
and their four young daughters have been my personal friends for more than three 
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years . And finally Mrs . Harry Dyel , who did preparato ry typing on parts of 
HOODOO and o ther wo rk . These last two helpers were obtained from Manpower ,  
Quincy , Illinois . 

And finally there are thanks that.I was ab le to complete two separate works -
PACI already typed doub le space - after I thought my working days had ended . 
All this is a long way from that September morning in 1964 when I drove out of 
Cincinnati for home in Glads tone , New Jersey . Never did I drive more carefully . 
A few day s before I had been shocked in Quincy , Illinois , on learning I had cata
racts; so muCh so , I made a serious mis take . I should have been fi tted for tem
porary glasses before leaving Quincy . As I went along towards the Turnpike my 
problems were two , one immediate and the o ther later . How was I going to drive 
through the tunnels on the Pennsylvania Turnp ike? I could have used tunnel-less 
Route 40 to the south , but driving hazards wo uld have b een greater. Bes ides , I 
knew the Turnpike . And that second but later prob lem . What was I going to do 
with mys elf? I could not live alone ano ther winter in the old home . One answer 
came befo re I reached the Turnpike . I would comple te the second edition of PACI! 
Whe re could there have b een a bet ter place to work than in our very new dinekit -
as I called i t  - on our dining tab le in front of the wide p icture window , looking 
out over our feeding s tation . The firs t ni ght I made the first motel on the 
Turnpike . Next morning on reaching the firs t tunnel I pulled off to the right , 
to stop t o  think . I saw a large t ruck just entering the tunnel . I looked behind 
me . Here came another large truck . As he passed I jumped in b ehind him , letting 
him run interference for me . Similarly I cleared all tunnels! Thus are diffi
cul ties  solved one by one . Once again - Deo Gratias! 



" I  shall be call ing you and waiting . 
Perhaps even b eyond the stars, 
They have need of a little house of mercy . 
God knows , wherever I am, 
I shall have need of you . "  

Grief for a Death in Paris - 1919 

"Once again the sea shall ro ll over us , 
The old sea with a new name . 
Does it mat ter? 
Thi s time we'll be together . "  

An Answer Years Later 



A STRANGE WORLD 

FEAR AND FRUSTRATI ON - DI SEASE AND DEATH 

My Fo lklore from Adams County Il linois ended wi th the death of a whi t e  wit ch . 
A dying colo red wi t ch will begin this book - not to practice the mag i c  rit e of 
revers ing , but to commemorate the s tory i t s e l f ; the f irs t belief collected for 
the present vo lume , Mar ch 1 2 , 19 3 6 . Informant No . 1 ,  Julia , my wi fe ' s  reliab le 
hous ehold-manager for years , also b ro ught the next ten informan ts to our apart 
ment a t  130 E as t  End Avenue , New York City . Later my work at Wilming ton , North 
Caro lina , was done in her s is te r ' s  home . 

This book is a vas t quo tation from my interviews wi th hundreds o f  informan t s . 
To identify the two speakers - a l l  parentheses and braakets enalose my words ; the 
firs t ind i cat ing ques t i on o r  comment during actual int erview , the second deno t ing 
sub s equent editorial ma t ter . Everything e lse be longs to the info�ants . 

NEGROES AND WHITES BELIEVE IN THI S STRANGE WORLD 
i 

1 .  I t  wa s a s tormy nigh t , thundering and lightning and raining , and this old 
wi t ch [Mil lie ]  was dying . My mo ther and fath er and g randmo ther and lots of o ther 
peop le were there . And she s t arted to climb up the wall . O f  cours e they had to 
tie her in b ed .  And th en they all g o t  f r ightened . My mo ther go t under the b ed .  
And she died tha t  nigh t . And when the time for the funeral c ame , wh i ch I gues s  
was ab out two or three days after , they p u t  h e r  i n  t h e  hearse . And she b led from 
the hous e t o  the cemet ery . I t  came through the caske t  [ co f f in ]  and hearse .  They 
say there was a s tream o f  b lood from the house to the cemet ery . [ New York City , 
( 1 ) , by h and . These three faats - where ao l leated, from whom and how, are given 
for aU material; sometimes ''when '' is added, this in Gas t on Co • •  N .  Car . , 189 2 . ]  

2 .  [ I  now quot e  for comparison o f  b e liefs my accounts o f  the p receding whi t e  
wit ch"' s death and burial : ]  

Mis s Healer [ a  pro fess ional healer ] called me [ the In formant ] up [ 19 3 2 ]  and 
s aid Wit ch was s i ck and she wanted to s ee me . So that Sunday a f t ernoon [my ] 
Daugh t er t ook me over t o  Wi t ch ' s ,  and Wit ch t old me she was s ick . And then she 
s a id , "Informant , do you know that Chris t came t o  me th is morning and had His 
thorns on Hi s head l ike when He was crucif ied . "  And then she s aid He had His 
arms s tr e t ched out like this [ here Informant s tret ched out h er arms imitating 
Wit ch ' s  action ]  and called her . He wanted her to come . Then we j us t  talked 
from then on . Well , then I don ' t know what happened . See . But every day it 
j us t  seemed like I would have to go to her hous e . And we generally j us t  set 
and talked . Tha t  was ab ou t six weeks all told . 

And then one Saturday morning I went real early , ab out e igh t o ' clock , and 
when I went in , th is Mis s Healer was there . And then she left . Then W i t ch ' s  
Husb and , he wanted t o  go to the b arb er shop t o  g e t  shaved , and he said , "Well , 
I ' ll go b e c ause Info rmant is here . "  Af ter he lef t , W i t ch g o t  those hys terical 
spells . She would scream and pull her hair and kind of go wi l d .  I couldn ' t do 
anyth ing wi th her . Then , every time I would leave h er h ous e ,  she would pray on 
me and made a c ross ab out here [ Informant crossed her heart ] .  Every t ime she 
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made a prayer , she was praying over these medals . [ Informant , though a Pro t
es tant , was wearing s everal b l es sed Roman Catho lic medals over h er heart . ]  She 
didn ' t  know I had them on , o f  course . We ll , that was the las t Saturday I was 
there . S ee . So when I got home I called Mis s Healer and I s aid , "Do you think 
Wit ch is wo rs e ? "  And she said , "No . "  She s aid , "Mrs . Informant , I think she ' s  
j u s t  working on your nerves " - caus e she said , whenever she ' s  there , Wi t ch ' s  all 
right ; but whenever Wi tch s e en me coming , she would throw hers elf into thos e  
spells . So I told Mis s Healer ab out Wi tch p raying o n  me , and she s aid , " I  b e
lieve she ' s  putting you in a spell . "  And she said , "Why can ' t you go ou t t o  
Father Z?" And , let ' s  s ee , w e  wai t ed until next week . 

Mis s  Friend [ Roman Catholic ]  took us [ I nformant , Daugh ter and small Grandson] 
out . We p r es sed the b e ll and went into the hallway and some young pries t came . 
We t old him we wanted to speak t o  Father Z .  Then Mis s  Fr iend introduced me to 
him . And he t o ld her to go into the parlor on the o ther s i de . And I gue s s  I 
went into his s tudy . Well , then we talked and he s aid , "What made you come to 
me ? "  He said , "Don ' t  you go to any church? " I t old him I b elonged to B .  Church 
[which Inf ormant had not att ended for years ] and he s aid , why d idn ' t I go t o  him 
[ the clergyman there ] .  I told him that I heard out t o  Y .  Church the pries ts 
could help y ou if you thought y ou were hoodooed. He didn ' t say much of anything . 
He was a very firm o ld man . Let ' s see , s o  then I told him ab out Witch and told 
h im that it seemed like I h ad to go every day . S o  then he said , "Wh o is th i s  
old hex? " I s aid , "Her name is Witch" - I didn ' t even s ay h e r  las t name - " she 
lives in the s outh part of town . "  And he said to me , "Oh my ! "  He said , "You are 
ab out the f i f t ieth person from the S outh End of town that ' s  b een t o  me b ecaus e 
they thought this woman had hoodooed them . " And then he said s omething ab out the 
S outh End of town . I don ' t rememb er what he s a id . I told him , too , ab out her 
s aying that we had it too g ood here [ in Info rmant ' s  home ] , that she was g o ing to 
get even with us and make me suf f er , having this swell home and g e t t ing all of 
[ Husb and ' s ]  s alary , and this and that . And then I told him ab out [ Husb and ] . At 
tha t t ime Husb and hadn ' t lef t home yet . [ Informant and Husb and s eparated perman
ently two years later . ] And he said to me , "Don ' t you divorce him" - tha t ' s  been 
three years ago [ 1932 ] - "he ' ll g ive this g irl up . "  Everyb ody though t s o .  He 
said , "A wi f e  has the b es t  chance o f  holding a husband . "  S o  then he p rayed on 
me . He s tood up wi th his cross and prayed over me - whatever you call it . And 
he said , "I am going to g ive you this medal . I think it is the b es t  one in my 
whole colle c t ion . " Then after I thought a minut e ,  I s aid to Father Z . , "Do you 
think it would hur t  me to put thi s medal in Husb and ' s  cloth es ? "  And he s aid , 
"No , it might help . "  He wanted Husb and to come out to see him ,  and I t o ld him 
he would never come . S e e , he kind a thought we were b o th put in a sp ell . But 
see , Husb and would never go . S o  he said to me , "Don ' t you ever go in Wit ch ' s  
hous e again . " I t old him I wouldn ' t .  And he s aid he would · o f fer special prayers 
for me in church next day . I said , "What do l owe you? " He s aid , "Noth ing . "  I 
said , " I  want to g ive you s omething for your troub le and time . "  S o  I gave him a 
do llar . And he told me to drop it in a little s l it in the desk . I don ' t know 
what he s aid , whe ther they u s e  it for the p oor or for the church . I think he 
s aid that . Mis s Friend said if I had given him a quarter he would have b een 
s a t is f ied . 

And then we [ Informant and Mis s Friend ] went out t o  the car . And then Miss 
Friend took Grands on and Daugh t er in . Daughter though t  Witch had Grandson hoo
dooed too . It seemed tha t every t ime she [Wi t ch ] would come he re [ to Informant ' s 
home ] , Grandson would g e t  one o f  those spells . He would b e  p laying ,  and if Wi t ch 
would b e  here , s ee , why i t  j u s t  s eemed like he would fall any p lace he would be 
at . One day he was a t  the top o f  the s t ep s  and fell clean down . Ano ther day he 
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s t ood in the cellar way here [j us t  off  the kitchen where I s at while recording 
this s to ry ] . And several times he was s i t ting in the high-chair and would j us t  
get like a dish rag , limber , and fall right out o f  the chair and turn b lue . And 
sometimes it would take us a half hour to get him to come out o f it . And Wi tch 
[who was f requently hired for housework ]  would always run and pick him up and rub 
him .  Daughter and I would cry , though t he was going to die . And she said , "0h , 
he will be all right . "  S o  one day Daughter found one of his s to ckings on a bush 
around the house , and so she got it and took it to the cellar and burned it up . 
Af ter we b urned that up Wi tch never came b ack .  Then Witch took sick .  That ' s  
where my s tory s tarted , s ee . Wel l , then , all the doctors thought Grandson had 
heart troub le and they couldn ' t do anything for him . And they said they didn ' t 
unders tand why the medicine didn ' t work on him to get h im out o f  thes e  spells .� 
Dr . Q. said , whenever he go t  ano ther spell , to call him up that minute . He never 
got any more after we burned the s tocking . But in the meantime we took him to 
Father Z .  I didn ' t  go in , but Daughter told him that she thought he had heart 
troub le .  And he said he never heard a child s o  small [ two years old ] having 
heart troub l e .  He prayed on Grandson and he never had another spell . Daughter 
wasn ' t  so generous . She didn ' t give him a nickel . It was worth a dollar , if 
you though t you were in a spell , to get rid of it . From that time on he b egan 
t o  gain and gain , and Dr . Q. couldn ' t  unders tand it . 

When I came b ack from Father Z . , I called up Miss Healer and told her I went 
to Father Z .  and he told me not to go to Witch ' s  hous e any more . So  I didn ' t .  
But the end o f  the week , Wi tch kept calling for me , said she mus t s ee me . And 
Mis s  Healer knew that I would not go there any more b ecause Father Z .  told me 
not to , so she told Witch my phone was out of order . And Witch told her , "You 
try again every day until you get her . " That was like Friday . Saturday after
noon Miss Healer went to Wit ch ' s to give her a treatment . Mis s  Healer is s up
pos ed to be a healer . She don ' t  tell you what she does . Peop le say she is good . 
She don ' t  take no pay .  What you give her she takes . Then , while she was there , 
Witch grabbed her by the wris t ,  like this [ Informant demons trated the hold ] , and 
Mis s Healer said to me , "You don ' t  know what a feeling it was . "  I said to Miss 
Healer , "Maybe she is put t ing a spell on you . "  And Miss Healer s aid , "I am not 
afraid o f  her b ecaus e  I can take spells off . I I  She s ays she can ' t ,  but the South 
End s ays she can . S o  Monday morning Miss Healer called me up and told me she 
went to S t . Mary ' s  Hospital S unday afternoon to give one o f  her patient ' s  treat
ment . She walked up the s teps and as she got in the b ig hall she fell f lat , full 
leng th o f  her face . She s aid the sis ter run to s ee if she was hurt . She said , 
"No . "  But she said , "I f elt like a fooL " She said it hurt her so bad she could 
hardly get home . So she didn ' t  go to WitCh ' s ,  S unday night . So Monday morning 
Witch ' s  Husb and went after her . She told Witch ' s  Husband she couldn ' t come , she 
fell and hurt herself . So she didn ' t go Monday to Witch ' s .  Then he said , "Call 
Informant on the phone . "  And she told him our phone was still out of order . 
Then Tuesday morning early , Witch ' s  Husband went ab out s ix o ' clo ck and b egged 
her to come again .  She said � " I  can ' t  come , I can ' t walk on my foo t . "  She told 
me she wouldn ' t  go back . So he went back home and to ld Wit ch . And she made him 
go to the g rocery store on the corner , F ' s  Grocery , and call her up again , or me . 
She s aid , "I  told you I couldn ' t  come at s ix o ' clock and I can ' t  come now . " I 
don ' t  know what I will do , "  he says , "no neighbor will come in [ they were afraid 
of Witch ] . " 

Then Witch ' s  
Died all alone . 
then . British . 
American s tock ; 

Husb and went home from the grocery s t ore and Witch was dead . 
I went to the funeral after she was dead . I wasn ' t  afraid 
[British = Informant was of Bri tish descent , though of old 

other persons were of German descen t  - FACI {= Fo Zk Zo� From 
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Adams County IZ Zinois ) ,  2ed . , 1 9 6 5 , p . 9 18f . ; re co rded by hand , word fo r wo rd . ] 
3 .  [ My account o f  the funer al of the preceding whi t e  witch follows : ]  
S ome S outh End ( o f  Quincy) women were out to the cemet ery a f t er J ' s (Mary ' s ) 

funeral , and they s aid they tried several times to lower her casket and they 
couldn ' t do it . They had to dig the hole lar ger than usual . [ I  now comment on 
this in forman t ' s  s ta tement . ] This refers to the burial o f  a r eputed witch who 
died in 19 3 2  and is a good examp le o f  the unreliab i li ty o f  eyewitnes s es , espe
cial ly when thes e witnes s es wer e expecting s omething unusual . I t  should be 
remembered that by this t ime a cof fin was no t lowered into an emp ty g rave , but 
into a wooden cont ainer ; hence the width and leng th of a grave were much larger 
than the cof f in .  Another wi tnes s ,  however , said i t was only the lowering appa
ratus which refused to work . ( Even that would be awesome l ) This was probab ly 
the cas e .  A third wi tness said the reason the cof f in could not b e  lowered was 
that J " didn ' t  want to go . "  [FACI ,  2ed . , 1965 , p . 7 ll ,  No . 153 7 4 . ]  

4 . There was an old woman who went for a cunjure . She lived in King Geo rg e 
and she mus t have b een a good cunjure becaus e she made her living in that way , 
pu tt ing on spells and t aking them o f f . A neighbor lived not f a r  from her hous e 
was hunt ing s quirrels in the s quirrel s eas on and he pas s ed near her home in the 
wood s , and he s aw she had a snake tied by the tail hang ing up the tree , and she 
had cut its thro at and catching the biood in a small bucket . She wasn ' t ther e .  
And he s aid to hims e l f , "Damn you ! I always heard you was a cunjure and now I 
know it . "  That was about for ty years ago . She was a real cunjure . Everyb ody 
was afraid of that woman , b o th whi t e  and co lored . I f  s he came t o  your hous e  and 
asked you for anything , it paid you to g ive i t  to her . She said , "You ' re going 
to los e t en t imes more than that . "  [This is cal led "put ting a bad mouth on 
you . " ]  She went to a neighbor one day and asked for a watermelon and he did not 
b elieve in aunjuring . S o  he didn ' t g ive her the watermelon and lo s t  his horse 
that night . And then on he took off his hat to this woman . I knew b o th of them . 
[ Fredericksburg ,  Va . ,  ( 7 1) , Ed . ;  King George Co . , Va . , 189 6 . ] 

5 .  (Would you s ay that the peop le who are engaged in this kind of work • • •  

know much ab out i t ? ) 
Dere 10t t a  peop le workin ' ' long dis line dat really don ' t know much about i t . 

Yes suh , i t ' s lotta peop le ' long d i s  l ine dat know much mo ' den ah do , b e caus e  
a l l  of u s  buy i t  out a de drug s to ' anyway . 

[ Buying from a hoodoo drug s t o r e  or hoodoo mail-order f irm or owning a hoodo o 
manual do es no t make a doctor. ] 

(Wou ld you s ay that many o f  them make a good l iving out o f  this type o f  wo rk? ) 
Yessuh , yes s uh - white an ' colored heah , ownin ' nice homes an ' don ' t do any

thing but da t , plenty nice car s an ' p l enty s ervants . 
[ This woman marked " good" and "p ro fess iona1 ( ? ) " exagg era t es , cons idering me a 

white hoodoo doctor f rom New York C ity with car and s ervant ; car and owner hired 
locally , servant ( ! )  my skilled contact man Edward t rained by me in four cit ies . ]  

( Do the whi t e  peop le in thi s work handle b oth whi t e  and colored ? )  
Some o f  ' em  an ' s ome o f  ' em  doesn ' t . 
[ Some doctors ar e exclus ive . Madam Wiley of Memphis - s ee my interview with 

her - s ays , "Mah t rade i s  whit e . " ]  [Memphis , T enn . ,  ( 9 2 5) , 1503 : 18 . ] 
6 .  I t ' s  an ole whit e  g entleman in the neighb orhood where I lived d own  there 

in Georgia . I l ived at Daisy [ pronounced i t  Da ' ze ' l ,  Georgia , into de country . 
An ' he was said t o  b e , you know , they said he was The god of Liberty County . S o  
when anything happened to the colored people they went to hunt him .  I ' ve s een 
him many a t ime . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 15) , 123 : 2+85 ; Daisy in Evans Co . ,  Ga . 
A not e  on my or ig inal trans c rip t ion in pencil calls him "white hoodoo doctor. " ]  

7 .  I h eard a whi t e  man tell this . I don ' t  know whether it is t rue o r  not . 
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He said this old lady , she was a witch , her name was Smith . He said he missed 
the ties that come out from under the s treetcar track - he had a lot of  old ones 
in his b ack yard - so he watched one night to see where they went . He said that 
old Mrs . Smith came over and go t on one and rode it as a horse into her yard . 
It  went right off the ground through the air . He said the next day he went over 
there - he was afraid of her anyhow - he said , "Mrs . Smith , where did you get 
this log at? " And she said , "Where do you think I get it at? " And he said , 
"You rode that log over here las t ni.ght . "  She said , "You ' d  better get out of  
here or I ' ll ride you like I did the log . "  And he said he left , too . We  were 
all scared to death of that old woman . [New York City , ( 7 ) , Ed . ; at Harrisburg , 
Pa . , where informant , from Va . ,  lived some years . ]  

8 .  [ I  have four stories ab out the celeb rated Zippy Tu11 of  the Eas tern Shore , 
each told by different informant . The following story , all the material he gave ;.--
me , came f rom my hotel manager at Princess Anne , the only white informant in this 
b ook . The latter alone makes him memorab le in my life , but a favor he also did 
later made the day doub ly a wo rthy memory . See Zippy Tull in the Index·. ] 

This was I would imagine about s ixty-five or seventy years ago [before 19 36 ] . 
This lady [ a  white woman ] was a relative [ great-aun t ]  of mine , [ the informant is 
a white man] , she was living in Wicomico County at a little country place by the 
name o f  Siloam, Maryland - Wicomico County .  She was going with a young man 
living in that same neighborhood and they were engaged to b e  married . There was 
another girl that this same gentleman was [had b een ] going with , which of course 
I can ' t  [do not care to ] call his name , but he was [had been ] going with these 
two girls and they we re very much in love with this one particular man . 

And in order to get the advantage o f  the [ engaged ] girl - her name was a Miss 
B . ,  she [ the other girl ] tried to f ind some way to get rid o f  Mis s  B . , and in 
doing s o , the only way she knew how would be to fix s ome way to put a spell on 
her . She had lady friends of course was s topping with Miss B . , and also with 
her , so she got one of  these ladies to secure a lock of her hair . And in doing 
that , Miss B . , of  course ,  didn ' t know that she was securing this lock of hair . 

It run on for a little while and she was taken s ick . In o ther words , it was 
more like her mind - her mind go t  to be very , very b ad , very b ad . She consulted 
doctors frequently but nob ody could seem to do her any good . She gradually grow 
worser in her condition . Of course ,  the gentleman friend that she had , wasn ' t  
paying s o  much at tention to her while her being sick . He figured that wouldn ' t  
be the woman for him . He was paying more attention to this other young lady , 
number two I would call her . But in doing that , this lady tried round different 
phys icians . 

Finally she couldn ' t  get any relief , she went to see an old [ colored ] lady by 
the name of  Zippy Tu11 . She was known for several counties as being a great 
fortune teller . She could remove spells , as we now call them , from dif ferent 
people ; she could put ' em on someone els e ,  if neces sary .  She consulted Zippy 
Tu11 and , in doing that , she [ Zippy Tu11 ] told her her troub les , told her what 
was causing these troub les . 

She said , "Well , can I get cured? "  
She s aid , "Yes , I can cure you . I can also put this s ame thing on the one 

that put it on you . " 
She said , "No , I don ' t  want to do that , I would jus t  love to get well . I f  I 

can get well , I feel that that would be the bigges t thing in life . " 
"But , "  she said , "I can tell you how to get well . I f  you go to the graveyard , 

your f amily graveyard , bes ide your brother that ' s  now dead , there you will find 
a lock of your hair burried [buried ] in the ground with a brick on top of it ; 
there you will find a cord wrapped around a lock of your hair , and just .  so .long 
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as that 1bck of hair s tays there , this will g radually work on you ; there you ' ll 
f ind a cord which b inds tha t hair perf ectly tigh t . Now , when you go t o  th at 
g rave , don ' t  go until this hour is over - between this hour of twelve and one 
o ' clock at nigh t , and her spirit won ' t be there or any of  her spirits  wi ll be 
there t o  prot ec t it . You go there at that t ime . There you dig ' in the ground at 
a c ertain spot [next to  her b ro ther ' s  grave ] . You ' ll f ind this brick ,  and under 
there you look and you ' ll find a lock of hair j us t  as I have told j Oo ,  and you 
bring it to me . Don ' t chew t ell anyone tha ' chew found i t , don ' t  t el l  any o f  
your people tha ' chew found i t ,  but b ring i t  back t o  Zippy Tu1l and I ' ll tell you 
what to do with it . I I  

Of cours e ,  she was l ike mos t  people , 
know ,  t o  bring her health back t o  her -
would do it . But she wait ed until  next 
Z ippy Tu11 . 

she felt that anything she could do ,  you 
she was rej oicing in the fact , if  it  
morning and she went b ack to see Aunt 

And when she got there Aunt Zippy said t o  her , she s aid , ' 'Well , ' ' she s aid , 
"you found j us t  what you ' re looking for? " 

She s aid , "Yes , I found it . I t  was there . "  
She s aid , I IWou1d j oo say that ' s a lock o f  your hair? " 
She s aid , "Well ,  it ' s  the s ame co1ah and looks like the same hair . "  
She s aid , "How did j oo f ind i t ? "  
" I found it  wi th a li t t le piece o f  cord wrapped around that hair . "  
"And that cord around the hair , it  mus t  b e  caus ing you all this trouble , your 

headaches and your pains ; and j us t  so long as that  string , cord , was wrapped 
round that hair , you would have never got ten any bet ter , you wou ld have gradually 
g rown worse . Now then , i f  you want , I can put the s ame spel l  b ack o n  t h e  person, 
which o f  cours e  you know who it is . I can put it  back on them ;  � ,  t o  g e t  rid 
of your t roub le ,  you mus t do away wi th this hair . But chew mus t firs t remove 
that s tring . 1 I And Aunt Zippy Tull - that ' s  how s he was known , they all called 
her Aunt Z ippy - she said , "You take this hair and you des troy it  by burning it  
up . And don ' t let anyb ody ever have any o f  your hair , b ecaus e  this s ame woman 
will be t rying to do the same thing again . " 

Thi s woman , af t er doing thi s , she gradually got better . She 
s t rong healthy woman , and lived to be a qui t e  o ld ag e .  I would 
she was around seventy or seventy- five years o ld when she died . 
age o f  ab out twenty- three-or-four years old when this spell was 
this woman . 

got well , made a 
posi t ively say 

This  was the 
f irs t put on 

Naturally , I know i t  f rom actual knowledge . I t  had been handed down right in 
the family and we knew this to b e  a pos i t ive f act . This is  not a heresay or 
s omebody t elling you about it , i t ' s  really pos i t ive , it ' s  ab solute ly true . The 
woman had prac t ically gone crazy and los t her mind . The woman j us t  pulled her 
hair right out of he r head . But her life , it would have b een a blank . She went 
on through life . I don ' t know her married life of cours e , I don ' t  know whether 
that would be necessary now in th is particular case or no t , but I know this 
thing was put on by this woman and was taken off  by Aunt Zippy Tu11 which [who ] 
in thos e  days were looked upon as a great wi tahara� and fortune-t eller . 

I would imagine she [ Zippy ] died between the age of  - it ' s  been thirty t o  
forty years ago [b efore 19 36 ] . But , she was known all over thes e four count ies 
[ S omerset (where we then were) , Wicomico , Dorches ter and Worces ter ] .  She lived · 
around S iloam ; her home was Wicomico County . [ Princess Anne , Md . , ( 129) , 31 : 4 . ] 

9 . Dere ' s  a fore-knowing woman heah at - to Shamrock [ Florida ] . An ' yo ' go 
dere , yo ' f ind dere both black an ' white  day an ' night , an ' dey l ingering around 
her place to get a chance t o  talk wi th her an ' she kin predict . [ A  fore -knowing 
woman will also do a lit t le hoodoo work . ] [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (990) , 159 7 : 3 . ] 
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10 . We l l ,  I know of a lady t ryin ' to poison s omeone else . An '  s o  I wus told 
by a gentleman [doctor ] that - she goes to work an ' t akes a tahrahp in [ t errapin ] , 
a wat er tahrahp in , cooks th is water tahrahp in up , t akes this greas e of it an ' 
greases the o ther lady ' s  husb and in order to poison this lady [husb and ' s  wi fe ] . 
Wel l , see , th is lady [wi fe ]  was a - she happened to b e  cunnin '  enough to no t let 
th is man [her husb and ] git nowhures nigh ' er e  Wel l , he goes back to whure th is 
woman wus . An '  so in j is t  ab out a - well , say ab out nine mon th ' s  t ime - we ll , 
it wus - yes , i t  wus nine month ' s  t ime ,  th is woman she has to b e  taken to the 
hosp i t al . An '  so whenever she go t  to the hospital th e do c t or s  wanted to ' topsy 
' er aft er she died . So whenever she d ied they f inds a tahrahp in wus hung on to 
this woman ' s  l ivah . This wus re ' lly true . I knowed this woman mahs elf . Tha t 
wus in 1926 . Tha t happen in Faye t t eville , North Carolina . The woman died in the 
hosp ital . / 

[The p receding word poison is a techni cal term unknown to toxicology ; i t  is a 
concept belonging t o  the realm o f  magic though t and action . We shall meet poison 
again and again , also the concept fixed, and always there will b e  p rob lems . Why 
d id not th e husb and have th e t errap in hanging to him ?  The evil-doer intended the 
terrap in for the wife . How was this intention thwarted? By counter-intention. 
W e  a r e  i n  a s trange world - the nature of reality faces us . ]  

She got i t  b ack on hers e l f . But how th is man turn it b ack on her , I don ' t  
know . But I know how the man told de man ' s  wi fe to do to not let i t  b e  turnt 
back - for her to no t get it , you s ee . 

(What did she do t o  g e t  this on him? ) 
She rubbed i t  on h im . 
(Al l over h im ? )  
No , not all over him .  She j us t  rubbed i t  o n  h im  (his p rivates ] .  S o  th is 

fellah he wus supposed to go home to his wife . See , he wus to get this g reas e 
on her an ' this wus supp osed to take onto h er , you s ee . He didn ' t  get i t o f f  on 
his wif e . So by his wife b ein ' cunnin '  enough to no t let h im touch her · no way , 
he goes righ t  b a ck to this woman an ' re turned this deal r igh t  back on her . An '  
so the l eng th o f  t ime that it wus supposed t ah  take - you know , in de nine 
months - why i t  taken effec t . 

( Ins t ead of an actual ch i ld i t  was this terrap in? ) 
I t  wus a tahrahp in that wus at t ached to her livah . 
( At this p o int , from the informant ' s  h e s i t ation and manner , h er companion ' s  

at t i tude , I suspec ted that th e s tory mus t  have been a personal exp er ience and so 
asked for th e complete details . ]  

She wus t ry in ' t o  git r id o f  me . So she a - I commence , you know , I ' d f eel 
funny . Mah husb and , he wouldn ' t  s tay at home , you see . I couldn ' t keep l im 
home . Nothin ' I could do , you see . I couldn ' t  keep ' im a t  home . I could do -
come in an ' c lean up ( and leave ] .  An '  two chi ldren in the home . Workin ' ever ' 
day . You see , I couldn ' t  do nothin ' atall wi th ' im .  An '  so he ' d  come in ; he ' d  
s t ay in the hous e for a f ew  minutes . 

An ' so mah moth er- in-law ,  she s t ayed there with me , an ' she s ays , "Nora , "  she 
says , "you ' d  b e t ter wat ch , "  she s ays , "mayb e perh ap s  that woman has done somethin ' 
to Thornt on . "  

I says , "Ab shucks ! "  I says , "Do away with that , mama . "  I s ays , "They ain ' t  
no woman c an do nothin ' • " I s ay s , "He j is ' want to run anyhow . "  

S o  one day she come to me - I wus dr ivin ' an ' ole Ford car . I ' d always take 
h im to work ev ' ry day , b r ing ' im b ack home - b ackwards an ' forewards . S o  I s ays 
to l im ,  I says - she s t ayed home with me ,  she s ays , "Nora , "  she says , "I wan ' 
choo to go o f f  a p ie ce with me . "  

I says , "Go o f f  a p iece wid j Oo ,  mama? " 
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She s ays , "Yes . "  
S o  I s ays , "Al l right . "  
An '  s o  that day - s o  I goes on an ' takes mah husb and to work an ' I rushes 

righ t  b ack there . 
I says , "Al l righ t , mama . " I s ays , " I 'm ready to go . "  S he g o t  right in -

she g e t s  in the car . 
When she gets in the car , why , I s ays , "Where you goin ' ? "  
She says , "I ' m  goin ' t o  Dunn [North Carolina ] . "  She says , "No mat t er where 

I ' m goin ' , " she said , "you come on an ' take me . " 
Well , I felt funny , you know because I know de whole - all o f  th em , you know , 

that i t  wus us ed to such as tha t  [ all peop le who b e lieved in aunjupation ] ,  that 
they did somepin [ to p ro t e c t  themse lves ] .  

So I s ays , "All righ t . "  
So I goes ahead with ' er e  
An '  s o  we get there , we g et s  out o f  the car . An '  s o  we commence go in ' through 

a b ranch . We s topped the car way out here an ' commence goin ' [walking ] through a 
b ranch . 

I s ays , "Where you goin ' , mama? " 
She said , "That ' s  all right . Joo come 
S o  we goes on acros t to a - s o  we goes 

acros t  tussoaks, zhoo know ,  goin ' acros s . 
word tuss oaks in the U . S . A . ] 

on an ' go with me . "  
to a branch . An '  we wus s teppin ' 

[ This is my only encounter wi th spoken 

I kep ' axin ' ' e r . I s aid , "Mama , whar is you goin ' ? "  
Well , I wus afraid , j oo s ee . 
An '  she says , "Don ' t j oo b e  uneasy . "  
But whenever [ as so on as ] we walks in the hous e - we come to th e door , she 

walks righ t  up to de man . He wus an ' 01 ' cunj ure-man [ a  whi t e  �an ] . And we 
walked right to the door . 

And so he said , "Good evenin ' ,  Mis s  Nora , c ome in . "  
We ll , I looked at ' im .  Well , I could have [been ]  shot [ she was s o as tonished 

because he knew her name ] . 
Wel l , I s ays , "Good evenin ' . " 
He s ays , "Pore thing . " He s ay ,  "You ought to have b een her e long ago . "  [ This 

is a usual opening remark by doctops. ] He says , "You ' re tormented . "  He c augh t 
me by the hand an ' s ays , "Have a s eat , chair . "  

We ll , he d rawed his chair righ t up . 
He s ays a - he says , "We ll , you is certainly in a b ad condit ion . "  
[ This is anothe r  usual remark b y  doatops . ] 
I s ays , "In a b ad condit ion ! Why ? "  Wel l , she [ the mo th er-in- law ]  s ti l l  

hadn ' t  t ole m e  anything , y o u  know . So I says , "Why y o u  say I ' m in a b ad 
cond i t ion? " 

He says , "They ' s a b r own-skin woman that ' s  g ivin ' you lots o f  troub l e , "  an ' he 
says , "you are [ s omething ] . " He says , "Now , I ' m gon ' a  work f or you . "  He s ays , 
"I seen you comin ' here . "  He s ays , " You b een on your road here s ince one 
a ' clock . "  

I says , "Yes ? "  
says , "Yes s ir . "  

An '  so he say s  
" t onight when you 
h ome tonigh t , " he 
wan ' a  go to b ed . "  

I says , "Yes ? "  
He says , "Yes , "  

We ll , I know ' d  I left home at one a ' clock sure enough I 

a - "Well , "  he s ays , " th e  th ing for you to do , he s ays a , 
get home , "  he s ays , "whenever [ as s o on as ] your husb and comes 
s ay s , "he ain ' t goin ' hard ly wait to eat his s upper b efore h e  

I looked at ' im .  I says ,  "Wan ' a  go to b ed ? "  
h e  says , "but don ' t  choo g o . "  He s ays , "Don ' t  j oo g o  t o  bed 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witch craft  - Rootwork -

find something to do . Keep ev ' ry night alone for two or three nights - keep 
away from him an ' he ' ll care [ carry ] this right b ack . " He s ays , "Pore thing , "  
he says , "I ' m  sorry for you . " 

Well , I go on b ack . I says ,  "Well , "  I says , "now , if  he [ the husb and ] don ' t  
do this , I know he ' s  [ the aunjur>e man is ] not tellin ' de truth . "  So  I goes on 
back home . I talked wi th mah mo ther-in-law gain ' on b ack all the way . 

9 

She s ays , "Well , I knowed whare I wus car ' in '  you . 1 I  She says , "Lots of people 
would say their mother-in-law wouldn ' t  do that , you see , but it ' s  a shame for him 
to do like that . "  

I goes on b ack home . Sure enough , he comes in from work an ' goin ' out - you 
know how this house is , out on the por ch , an ' washin ' his face . He - I had 
supper on the tab le .  He couldn ' t  - it  looked like he wus nervous or something . 
He couldn ' t  eat . He -

"Come on , "  Nora , "let ' s  go to b ed . " 
I says , "No . "  I says , "My land of mercy , I ' ve got all these clothes to pack 

up here . "  I says , "I can ' t  go . "  
"l ' se wantin ' to get it . 1 I 
I says , "No . "  I says , "No , whenever I ain ' t  go t no work to do" - we j ist had 

a b ig racket ab out it . I says , "When I ain ' t  got no work to do , "  I says , "you is 
out an ' gone . " I says , "You can git out an ' gO . 1 I 

Well , he worried me around , around , there till ab out eleven a ' clock , j is t  like 
he [ the aunjur>e man ] said . 

At eleven a ' clock he says , "I believe I ' ll walk down to the depot . 1 I  
I says , "All right . "  
He walked on out . But when he came back ' twus that next morning . All right . 
An '  ab out two month ' s  time another girl came to me . She says , "Oh-oh-oh , "  

she says , "Thornton an ' Mary is raisin ' a new fami ly . "  
I says , "They is ? "  I says , "That ' s  nice . "  
She says , "I suppose it ' s  so  - I 'm only tel lin ' whut I hear . " 
An '  so mah mother-in-law - in a few days mah mother-in-law come to me . She 

s ays , "Oh , " she says , "Fannie [ someone sent by Mary ] come here to get some 
medicine . I I  

I s ays , "Did you give it to her? " 
She says , "Yes , I give it to her . "  
I says , "All right . "  
S o  - I still - so she hadn ' t heard s till whut he [ the aunjure man ]  told me . 

I told her some an '  I kep t some . [The mo ther-in-law was not present during the 
actual interview between the informant and the aunju� r. ] 

So sure enough , about - well , she taken ill on ab out S aturday . 
So  on Saturday he came to me an ' he says , "Nora , I guess you ' re s atis fied . "  
I says , "Whut ' s  de mat ter? " 
"They say you has poisoned Mary to death . "  
I says , "Oh l beg your pardon . "  I says ,  "Poison ? "  I says , "I haven ' t  paid one 

nickel out to poison nobody . " I s ays , "I f you think that j oo would want to die 
yourself [be hanged or electrocuted for poisoning a person ] . "  I says , "Whut ' s  
de good of a head an ' you don ' t  use it ? "  I says , " I j is '  as well take a knife 
an ' cut de thing off  an ' throw it away . "  

S o  when I s aid dat , he says , "Well , you ' s  poisoned her . "  
I says , "Whut ? "  
He says , " I 'm gon I a  do ever ' thing I can for ' er . "  
I s ays , "Well , that ' s  all right - go ahaid an ' do it . "  
So on Saturday night he comes in - she wusn ' t  dead , she wus in the hospital . 

Well ,  I wus workin ' on Fairmont Hill , that ' s  why I heard i t  - I could come down , 



/ 
10 - Memoir s of Alma Egan Hya t t  Foundat ion -

the hospi tal s e t s  a-way b ack - an ' I could hear her s creamin ' murder , an ' she ' s 
screamin ' 

• 

They said , whu"te'lah i t  wus , it would rise up in her - j is '  rise up j is t  like 
that [from her s tomach towards the throat ] an '  g o  back down an ' r is e up . " 

Well , the do c tors b eg g ed an ' b egged her fa thah to le t ' em ' topsy her . So when 
they ' tops ied her they said it was a tahrahp in [about s ix inches in d iameter ] wus 
hang in , onto her l ivah . 

So he came in that Sunday nigh t  an ' s et down by me an ' s et on the side of de 
b ed , an ' he bus t ed out in a- cryin ' . 

He says , "Well , you have kil led her . "  
I says , "Well , thank God ! My p rayers is answered . "  
That ' s all I said . 
So mah mother-in-law come acrost a-laffin ' to me . 
She says ,  "Nora , she ' s gone . " 
I says , "Yes ! "  [Balt imore , Md . , ( 1 50) , 5 3 : 1 . ] 
11 . My father used t o  go with a lady name Lida and she g o t  t ired of h im  and 

h� wus goin ' wi th another one named E lla . We ll , Mis s Lida didn' t l ike it and she 
s ent to papa' s house for him to come around to hers , and she knew that" papa loved 
whis key , and so papa wen t round there and she went back in the kit chen and b rung 
out some drinks . And him and her sat there and dr ink . But whi le she was in the 
kit chen she took some swe et spirits of nitre and put it in papa ' s  drink . We ll , 
he didn ' t know no diff ' r ent , ' caus e it was s trong, and he j i s t  drank i t right on 
down . And while he was as leep she took s ome of h i s  hair and - she cut i t  out -
and if you take a person ' s hair and put i t  in runnin ' water i t ' ll run ' em crazy . 
And s o  she cut some of papa ' s hair. So when he woke up he says , "Well , " he says , 
"Lida , I didn ' t know I was goin ' to s leep , "  he says , "p lease excuse me . "  She 
says , "Wel l , that ' s  al l right Sam , "  she says , "you us ed to come to s ee me and go 
to s leep." And h e  didn' t think anything of i t  and went home. 

And ab out three days after , he b e g in to feelin ' funny for s ome cause or 
ano ther . And every t ime he ' d  take a drink he would - seemed like he wouldn ' t 
have any s ense at all . When he' d  come home , s eemed like if anybody would say 
anything t o  him - a t  leas t you wouldn' t have t o  say anything t o  him - the leas t 
lit tle faul t  he' d find , he ' d wan 'a s tart fightin ' . And Miss E lla couldn ' t under
s tand i t . She says , " Sam , what ' s  ailin ' you? " And he ' d cus s and rip and rare , 
and the same way he ' d  b eat us . He ' d  make us all pul l off our clothes and he ' d  
take h is b el t  - he ' d  always wear a heavy b e l t  - and take i t  off and double i t  and 
b eat us with it. 

And s o  one day a man came to the house and Mis s E l la, he was a whi t e  man , he 
claimed to b e  a for tune-t eller , and Mis s E l la was t e lling h im how papa would act. 
And he said he would come back when papa was home . And s o  when he came b ack he 
looked at papa and he told Mis s  E lla, he says , "Ella , "  he said , " there ' s s ome
thing awful wrong with Sam , "  he says , "but I ' ll tell you wha t choo kin do , "  he 
says , " zhoo can go to Conway , South Carolina , to a certain man , and he ' l l  tell 
you exactly what to do t o  cure him . "  And s o  Miss E l la did . 

And she t ook papa to Conway . And b efore they g o t  there - b efore they go t in 
the gate , the man said ,  "Wait a minut e l  Wait a minute l  Don ' t  come in here wi th 
all that mess on you , "  he say . "Wai t  a minu t e! Don ' t b ring tha t in mah h ous e . "  
And he went out there and he took a wis t [whisk ] b room and b rushed papa o f f. 
And he went in there . And th e man told Mis s Ella that the woman [Mi s s  Lida ] that 
he used to go with , he says , that she s t ill wanted him b u t  she was mad becaus e 
she [Mis s  Ella ]  was going with him .  And he said that i f  he didn ' t get a p iece 
of her clothes and wrap it up with some s ulphur and h er t rack - j us t  one would 
be all right , the right t rack , a tab lespoonful of her right track - he said that 
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there was n o  way t o  cure him b u t  dat e And p u t  i t  i n  a l i t t l e  b o x  o r  can or paper 
bag wi th s ome sulphur and a p i e ce of her b e long ing s , and s ome cayenne pepper , and 
mix it all up and put i t  ov er her head �ure she had t o  go - l ike wure she had to 
pass und er . �d wel l , Mis s E lla cou ldn ' t do it , b ecaus e she knew that Miss Lida 
didn ' t  like her . S o  she had her lit t le b oy to g o  to Miss Lida ' s h ous e one day 
and tell Mi s s  L ida that a certain woman wan ted to s ee her up at d e  corner . And 
she le f t  home and j us t  as s o on as she did , J ame s , Miss Ella ' s  litt le b oy ,  go t h er 
t rack , her right tr ack , and pu t i t  in a b ox .  And Miss Lida came b a ck .  She s ays ,  
"There wasn ' t  any one to s ee me . "  He s aid , "Yes mam , i t  was , it was a lady . "  And 
then h e  as t her fer a drink of water and den she wen t in dere t o  get him a drink 
of water , and he went in the front room , and he t ook a pair of ---scis s o rs and cut 
a piece of her dress and he took tha t . And th en -

(How old was the l i t t le boy ? )  
He was nine years o ld .  And h e  took i t  b a ck t o  Mi s s  E l la . And Mis s E l la got 

s ome cayenne p epper , hot p epper , and s ome sulphur , and mixed i t  up al l together . 
And she s ent papa there [ to Mi s s  Lida ] with i t . And wh ile she was b a ck in the 
ki t chen papa took and put it - j is '  like that [p oint ing to the doo r ] , you s ee , 
put it over the door . And , the man [ in Conway ] t o ld him if he wou ld do th at and 
l eave it ther e , in nine days time he would b e  cur ed , you know , of the wors t part 
of i t , then to come b a ck to him . And sure enough , in n ine days t ime pap a  went 
b ack to h im .  And he said , "Now S am , "  he s ays , " take s ome o f  your ur ine , "  h e  
s ays , " in a lit tle b o t t le and pu t  i t  under h e r  doo r s t ep , "  and h e  s ays ,  " she ' l l 
come to you and conf es s . "  And p ap a  did that . But sh e came while papa was a t  
work . And she s i t  down and to ld Mis s  E lla j us t  how s h e  h a d  done . And she s aid , 
" I f  you will j is t  p leas e , "  she s ays ,  " t ake wh atever you g o t  on me away , "  she 
s ays , " I ' ll never do it agin . "  And Mis s Ella had a chance to take the b o t t l e  up 
from und er her door s t ep and we didn ' t  have any more troub le with her . [Wilming
ton ,  N .  C . , ( 2 6 7 ) . 26 1 : 10 . ] 

12 . Somet imes s ome have s trong minds . P eop le b e ' s  s ick and de g ive up quick . 
S ome '11 b e  s i ck and ever ' thing go along and d ey g i t  well wit coal oi l , and think 
they g i t t in ' de r igh t th ings . Mos t ly de ' feet yo ' kin take on a man is by his 
p lani c  [ p lanet ] and de t ime he wa s b o rn under de mo on and so for th ,  and g i t  his 
mind . I kin go roun ' s ell thing s but e f  ah cain ' t g i t  a man mind , ah cain ' t d o  
nuth in ' wi t h im .  Dat ' s  r igh t . Yo ' g o t t a  g i t  h im t uh b elieve whut yo ' s ay ,  woman 
or man . [ I f  he say , ]  "Well , ah know [ as ]  much ab ou ' t  [ ab out i t ] as yo '  do , " d a t  
wouldn ' t  d o  me n o  good , [ ther efore ] y o u  s ay ,  "Wel l ,  go on ab out chure bus ines s . " 
Nu thin ' to it [ " ah cain ' t do nu th in '  wi t him" ] .  

(Are th er e many aunjuremen - wh at th ey call aunjuremen - h ere in t own ? ) 
Dat ' s  all dey call ' em aunjuremens . Dey call me hoodoo - sure d ey do , ' c aus e 

d e  li t tle chi llun - ah ' m  goin ' long de s tree t , "Mama , har de hoodoo doator , har 
de hoodoo doator. " 

(Ar e  they f righ t ened o f  you? ) 
Yeah , de l i t t l e  chil lun is . Dey runs dey d o ' s  - oh yeah , r un an ' hide . Wel l , 

ah u s e  t o  b e  a trudin [ truant ] officer fo ' de C ath ' l ic s chool and dat ' s  one th ing 
make ' em ' f raid me anyhow . 

(You us ed to round th em up . )  
Yeah , that was out in P r inship . I used to b e  in Pr inship - fo ' years - ah use 

t o  run a r oo t  s tore r igh t chere on th is s ame s t reet , only i t ' s  d own  dere next to 
Davis Avenue - dat litt le shop down dere - ah b e  dere f o ' years .  Ah know dese 
people very we ll - all dese p eople - dis whole c ountry . 

( I  supp o s e  th ey are s ti ll go ing to b elieve th at for s omet ime to come , ar en ' t  
th ey ? )  [ A  leading ques tion but not with thi s  man . ] 

Oh , yes . 
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(Aren ' t  these chi ldren that are go ing t o  high s choo l  - are they smar t ? )  [My 
sudden chang e he r e  does not foo l him . ] 

Oh , yeah , they ' f raid too . Yeah , they believe in every th ing - like , i t ' s  whut 
chure parents teach you . I f they teach at home th at you ' ll gi t cunjuped or git 
hoodooed , all , even de l i t t le chi l lun come and look fo ' i t . S choo l  t eachers d on '  
t ea ch ' em dat ; might a s  wel l  t each ' em dat ' caus e  they b e lieve i t  all der e lives . 

Dey go to whut dey call de O ld Age As s i s tance . S ome p eopl e  go d6wn dere and 
de ain ' t  even got sens e enough to talk t o  de woman dat talkin' to ' em ;  wan ta have 
dere way about it . S ome of them ' ll say they b een tpi aked , wan t de do ctor , but 
"no need a-s end me a doctor ' caus e ah b een hoodooed and you have t o  s end a hoodoo 
doatop to me" - tell de mediaa l  doatop dat . "You can ' t do nuthin ' fo ' me ; I 
done tried ever ' doctor in town , I ain 'tIBi t t in '  no b e t ter . You h ave to s end a 
hoodoo doatop ' caus e  s omeb ody done hoodooed me . "  And she ain ' t go t a thing b ut 
heart troub l e  or s omething like that , drop sy or something - ain ' t nob ody kin do 
her no g ood - or TB ' s .  Dey ' l l do dat . Dis heah is d e  wus t  p lace f o ' hoodoos 
y ou f ind . 

(What do the doc tors s ay ab out - what do they s ay ab out it ? )  
Doctors d on ' t have nuthin ' t o  s ay ab out i t  ' caus e when dey go t o  ' em dey ' ll up 

and tell him s o . You know when de j edge can ' t work wi th ' em ,  nob ody els e ain ' t .  
( Wel l ,  how many whi t e  people b e lieve in i t ? ) 
Dere ' s  a-p lenty o f  ' em b e l ieve in i t  - j es t l ike we colored - dat ' s  d e  b igges t 

thing they b e l ieves in - aunjuration - i t ' s  nuthin ' but a ism .  D e  whole ent ire 
thing is whut a man ' s  mind is - dat chew think , dat chew b e lieve - whut wo rries 
on yo ' mind . 

T ake a man us ed to dr inkin ' or t ake a man us ed to r unn in , around , hi t ' ll p rey 
on his mind - he ain ' t  s a t is fied unles s  he into it . I t ' s  de s ame way - don ' t  
care whu t chew do - i f  a man got a wife and she g i t  s i ck , de fus t thing he s ay ,  
" S omeb ody ' s  done s omep in tuh mah wife" - or " S omeb ody done s omep in tuh me and I 
l o s t  mah j ob ,  ah done dis-and-dat . "  [ Then I ]  s e l l  more John de Conkep ' en [ then ]  
evah - dat ' s  de b igges t seller ah got - an ' a h  [ even ] s el ls it to - e f  Jedge 
[ Someb ody ' s ]  fool enough t o  buy i t , ah let him have it . 

[ I  have und erlined many examp les of wha t  a hoodoo thinks ab out mediaa l doatops 
or physiaa l  doatops - see Doctor , not Doatop in Index . Doatop Zorro of Nor fo lk ,  
Va . , in my int erview wi th him later , es t imates colored believers at 9 0  and wh ite 
b elievers at 40 p er c ent . In my int erview later wi th Fai th Doatop o f  L i t t le Rock , 
Ark . , he s ays , "Ah tell yo ' mah deah fren ' - de white race , ah would g ive it an 
even b r eak , f i f ty outa ev ' ry hunderd ; an '  in de colored , nine outa ev ' ry t en . " ]  
[ Mob i le , Ala . , (655 ) , 85 8 : 1 . ] 

1 3 . It ' s  j es '  lak [ like ] i f  ah ' m  runnin ' a p l ace o f  bus iness an ' ah has s ome 
enemies - yo ' know yo ' has enemies ever 'where yo ' go . If yo ' large ' nuf f to 
b other ' b out yo ' l l have enemie s . Ah kin have s ome enemies an ' ah kin b e  runnin ' 
a p lace o f  bus ines s - j es ' s e llin ' f i sh s an ' wishes an ' all dat kinda j unk . Well , 
a lot ' a  peop le would hate me on dis - yo ' see , ah ' m  makin ' mo ' money den dey can 
an ' dey ' l l hate me . 

Well , a l l  righ t . Dey ' l l g o , prob ' b ly up town an ' tell a f a ls e ' on me an ' h ave 
me put in j ail . Yo '  see , ah done lock up an ' ah ' m  g o t ' a  p ay out a bunch of money 
den an ' come out if ah got it or p rob ' b ly make time on i t . Well , whens omevah ah 
g i t  out - well , ah may go b ack to mah busines s ag in . Well , now heah dey come 
ag in af ter me . Unders tan '  - h eah dey come agin af ter me . 

We l l , now , I kin go tub de g raveyard zac t ly twelve a ' clock at nigh t .  Now , 
ah ' m  g o in ' to mah p eop les - wh ere dey ' s  buried . An '  a f t er ah g i t  dere ah walks 
f ive feet into de graveyard . Then - if ' yo ' ll ' low [ al l ow ]  rna ah ' ll show yo ' 
axely [ actually ] whut ah mean [his voice turned from me whi le he demons trates ] .  
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Ah walks dis way [he walks ] .  Now , heah ' s  de gate chere . We ll , ah walks [he 
walks ] f ive feet from de gate an ' when ah git ins ide [ that near ] de gate ah turns 
round [he turns ] an ' b ac�s up five feet [he b acks up ] t il] ah git  inside de ceme
tery . Ah wheel round right quick an ' de firs t g rave ah ' ll put mah eyes on , ah ' ll 
go  to dat grave an ' ah makes me a b ig round ring at de head of dat grave . [He 
ac ts out every thing . ]  An '  after ah make me a big round ring at de h ead of dat 
grave [ as a protect ion against spirits ] ,  ah take me a solid f ifty-cent piece an ' 
put it j es '  as fur down in dat grave as ah kin git  it . An '  af ter ah put it down 
dere mah hand would come up wit all de dir t-cover ovah dere [ the dirt s t icking 
to the half dollar ] . Den ah takes a eatin '  fo ' k  [ t ab l e  fork ] an ' ah s ticks it  
in dat  grave . Well , ah went to mah mother [her grave ] to control her mind of 
might to dash dese peoples ' mind from me an ' keep dem from b otherin ' me , but 
dose [his people ] are daid . Now , dose folks are daid - like dey say hants an ' 
s pirit an ' al l l ike dat e Well , dey come t o  form - to  skel ' ton , s ee . 

Well , now heah about three yeahs ago ah had a sis ter - sh e came down heah an ' 
dere peoples in dis town wi ll tell yo ' dis very day , wh it e and colored . Well , 
dey ' rest her two-three t ime of drunk ' . She could take j is '  dat much of whiskey 
[ demons t rates] an ' j es '  go to her haid , an ' she s tart to call any thing come ovah 
her . Well , now , she was fixed , dey tell me in Jacksonville - now , dat ' s  whut she 
tole me some other [person ]  did to her . [ Alcoholism is usually caused by someone 
putting a spell on you - see Drinking-spell in Index . ]  An '  ah could go an ' git 
her sometime two an ' three a ' clock in de morning - bring her b ack . An '  ah have 
went round to diff ' rent peop le I knowed " dat give ' er dat s tuff an ' tell ' em don ' t 
let her have none . Well , sh e got to  find dis s tuff but hit  don ' t b e  until de 
change of de moon . When dat moon come to be a quarterfull , den dat ' s  de time she 
commence goin ' on , commence goin ' on . We ll , now , when dat moon done vanish ' way 
an ' gone , she j es '  as good , j e s ' as p leasant an ' happy as she kin b e .  

We ll , she wus to ld t o  go t o  d e  g raveyard - she lives in Jacksonville - an ' 
when she gi t to  de graveyard - now , our mother ' s  daid - our mother died of  wi tch
craft - whut chew call roots . She died of dat an ' ah kin sp lain it tuh yo ' how , 
whut caus ed her to die [he explains thi s later ] .  

An '  dey tole her to go to de graveyard an '  after she got to de graveyard , tuh 
walk f ive feet ins ide the graveyard an ' wheel round right quick , an ' de firs t 
grave she saw ,  she take a solid fifty-cent piece an ' push it  j is '  as fur down in 
de grave as she kin gi t it an ' take her han ' s  out , an ' in takin ' her han ' s  out 
befo ' her han ' gi t to de top , git j is '  a lettle b i t  da t  dirt - see , root [ dig ] 
fo ' it  [wi th the coin ] . Well , now , dere ' s  nuthin ' dey put wi t  dat dirt . An ' 
j is '  s tick dat eatin ' fo ' k  in dere an ' leave it , chew s ee .  Dat eatin ' fo 'k yo ' 
wanta leave . 

We ll , now , she got de dir t  - dat ' s  whut chew call buying dirt from de daid. 
[We shall meet many examples of the spirit of the dead b eing paid off wi th 

coins , but here the fork - s ilver-plated or s t ee l ,  is b o th payment and protective 
device . ]  

(What did she do with that dirt then? ) 
She j is '  take it  an ' put it on her an ' to te it , j es ' tote it - she didn ' t  put 

anything in de worl ' wit it . 
[Usually , this graveyard dirt would be wrapped in a piece of paper and worn 

sewed up in a very small cloth b ag and called a hand or toby or mojo - these of 
great variety and purpose - many examp les of  them being given later . ]  

(How was your mo ther hurt did you say ? ) 
Now , mah mother - dat wus in 19 19 in Tallahas se , Florida . We lived in 362 

Caldwell [ ? ] Avenue . Well , during dat den de s treet wus name No ' th McCommins [ ? ]  
Avenue . Mah mother she wus poisoned with whut ah may call dung - it ' s  a bottle 
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of your dung . Jes ' lak i f  ah go to de bathroom right dere  an ' use de - well , her 
stuff was taken an ' it was placed into a bottle . An '  after it was placed into 
dis bottle , j es t nuthin ' but hit - an ' it wus a cork s t opper wus p laced in de 
top of dis bottle , whut chew call to s top it up airtigh t dat no air in de worl ' 
couldn ' t git in it , an ' it wus buried to de no ' th corne r of our house . Mah 
mother lived an ' suffered - lived an ' suffered fo ' [ four ] yeahs . But we tried 
doctors f rom Thomasville , Florida - Dr . McClintook [ ? ] , supposed to be as good 
a doctor as evah walked out - a mediaa l, doatol' de hOl'sepi tal, - we tried him . We 
tried all other doctors an ' none couldn ' t  do her no good . Mah grandmo ther went 
to a place you call Quincy , Florida - out in de country to a fellah by de name of 
Mr . McClain . She went dere to him . 

(White or colored ? )  
White - he , wus white - went out dere tuh him . An ' he tole mah grandmo ther , he 

said , "Ab been layin ' heah lookin ' at de condition of yore daughter . "  [He was a 
forseer or foreknower . ] Dat ' s  whut he tole mah grandmother . He said , "Ab been 
laying heah lookin ' at de condi tion of yore daughter , "  he say , "fo ' [ for ] munts 
an ' munts an ' she been sufferin ' fo ' othah people . "  He said , "De p eople dat ' s  
doin ' her dis dirt is comin ' in her house eve ' other mawnin ' , b ahrin ' [borrowing ] 
a match or bahriri ' some s alt or bahrin ' some peppah an I s tuff . "  He said , "Dat is 
to he ' p  [help ] build dis s tuff whut dey got in de ground . "  Now , he tole her , 
said , "Yo ' go b ack home . "  

She said - but now d is man wouldn ' t  take no money out chure han ' - he didn ' t  
take a d ime - but chew owed him whut he charged to do . Yo ' didn ' t  pay him what
somevah he sit fo ' doin ' yore ' mount of work . When he git done wit his - whut 
yo ' want to have him tub do - yo ' goes back home . He given yo ' a piece of  some
thin ' look like a five-dollar gold piece in a b lack clo th an ' he got dis money by 
de air . Dat ' s  de way he worked it , by de air - he re ' lly did it his s elf . [See 
in Index , Doatol' , payment of . ]  

Well , he tole mah grandmother - she go back to de house an ' look up on de 
south corner of yore house , an ' he say , "Yo ' ll find a quart bottle wit some dung 
in i t . "  An '  he s ay ,  "Yo ' take dat quart bottle an ' unstop it , "  an ' he s ay ,  "po ' 
dat s tuff out of  it . "  He say , "When yo ' po ' it out of it , "  he s ay ,  "then yo ' 
come back to me . "  

Well , mah grandmo the r po ' d  it  out an ' mah mother then commence tuh - her 
bowels den commence movin ' ;  her bowels wus locked den [before th�t ] , yo ' see . 
Well ,  she went back to him an ' he give her some kind of medicine - ah don ' t  know 
whut it wus . But she give him s omepin - she had a twenty-dol lah b ill dre ssed , 
mah grandmother did fo ' mah mother . Now ,  dis man tole her , s aid , "Now , let her 
tote dis on her as long as she live , an ' nob ody won ' t  hu:t't her no mo '  . "  Well , 
leas tways , she died from it  - she lived 'bout a couple of  months aft erwards , 
af ter dis s tuf f was po ' out de bottle , but she died . 

[How the twenty-dollar bill was dressed (prepared magically) by the doatol' 
I do not know , but my skep tical natur e refus es to believe he returned it to 
grandmother . One of many ways of dre ssing money for oneself will b e  found in 
margin-title Cas t It Into Ob Zivion. The medicine given to grandmother �ould 
have been b lack draft or Epsom salts bo th commonly used by doatol's in such 
situations .  The woman had been dying - cons tipa tion was not the cause . For a 
s imilar hopeless case , a po ignant one , see margin-title Doatol' Assis ts Death . ] 

(Well , how did the man get his money when you paid him - how did he get that 
money ? )  

He tole mah aunt an ' mah grandmother t o  - h e  give d em somepin look like a 
five-dollah gold p iece an ' [ also ] i t  was a b lack rag ; seemed to me [when I saw 
it later ] that i t  was a han ' chief . He tole her , said , "Yo ' take dis an ' go b ack 
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home an ' leave di s on de tab le - dis five-dollah piece yo ' see - on de tab le . "  
Well , it looked like to me it was five dollahs , b ut he didn ' t  tell he r no five 
dollahs , but ah called it five -dol lah gold pie ce . [ The coin was a f ake . I 
conunent he re while che cking trans cript ion with cyl inder - "speaks very rap idly . " ]  
But he tole he r ,  when she give i t  [ his fee]  t o  him , s ay ,  "Lay dis [ p iece ]  on de 
table an '  spread dis b lack rag ovah i t  - j es '  spre ad i t  [ rag ] ovah i t  [ piece ]  an '  
put chure money [ fee ] on top of  dat an ' tie it up , an '  walk out chure room . " He 
s ay ,  "Ab ' ll g it i t ,  don ' t  chew worry . "  he say ,  '�e caus e mah working is de air , 
s t ar an '  de moon . " 

He s ay ,  "Ab don ' t work j es ' nat ch ' al com in , to a pers on . "  He s ay ,  "Ab kin do 
mah work an '  not even go to you . Yo ' kin j es ' only write me an ' yo ' got  to tell 
me whut chew want done - j es '  write me an ' ah ' ll come to yuh [ in the spirit ] . "  

Dat ' s  whut he t ole mah grandmothe r and aunt . 
But anyway de money didn ' t  leave out de house an '  he didn ' t  come an ' git  it -

but didn ' t nobody carry it to him . But when we went b ack in de room de next 
mo rning , de money wus gone , an ' mo s t  all de three of us WllS in de hous e - mah 
aunt , mah grandmothe r an '  me , ' s cus in ' mah mother whut wus s i ck .  He re ' lly got 
dat money . [Waycros s ,  G a . , ( 1143) , 1861 : 2 . ]  

1 4 .  Ah t�ke de name of  de party who havin ' spells so terrib le it seems tuh 
be . Ah wri te dat name seven times , ei ther seven or nine , but then this is a 
prayin ' job now . When ah write th at name seven times ah prays de seven prayers -

de same p rayer seven times an ' in less than nine hours he ' ll ' b out come tuh life . 
(What prayer - any part icular p rayer? ) 
Yes s uh . Dis p a ' tic ' lar prayer , dat ' s  in a sea� t  prayerbook . 
(You t ake any praye r you want to choose ? )  
Yess uh , yo ' kin look through an '  see whi ch is de bes t one fo ' sech cas e ,  

accordin ' tuh whatevah yo ' likely tuh p ray on . [ Thinking h e  had f inished I 
stopped my machine - he repeats a line or two o f prayer . ]  Dat ' s  page 51 though 
mos tly . 

( I t ' s  a prayer o f  the Epis cop al Church , isn ' t  it? ) 
Yessuh .  
[ The secret praye rbook was The Book of Common Prayer - certainly not from 

page 51 , whi ch begins wi th The Thanksgi ving of Wcmen after Chi ld-birth ; prob ab ly 
one of Co l le ats from p age 49 . ]  

Dat ' s  a gurantee tuh put a person in a house i f  they wanta git in there . 
Well , we t ake dis pink lu ak suaaes s an ' de whi te luak suaaess an ' have them tuh 
pass an '  b reak a bottle in f ront of de do ' an ' in de nex t six or s even days de 
hous e  is his , if  i t ' s  no one in it . 

(Where do you get  this luak suaaess ? )  
At de Cracke rj ack Drug S to ' down heah at - dat ' s  where ah deals at mos tly . 
An ' though ah nevah did des i re to handle so much o f  de mean s tuff , but some-

times yo ' have tub do those mean things tuh g i t  a t  the good ones . 
An '  ah uses de hair o f  a white person into a colored person ' s  ear fo ! di zzy 

haids , an ' ah use a colored person ' s  hair into de white person ' s hai d  fo ' dizzy 
hai ds . S ometime dey think yo ' re burnin ' candle on ' em .  [ In the New Orleans area 
di zzy he ad is us ually caus ed by someone burning a candle on you - see Headache 
in Index . ]  So ah take a lit t le o f de white person ' s  hair , about s ay an '  inch , 
an '  st ick in his [ colored person ' s ]  ear , or  ah ' ll t ake de colored person ' s  hair 
an '  put it in de whi te person ' s  ear - [ claps  hands once ] j es '  dat qui ck [ the 
diz ziness  leave s ] . [ For Negro hai r  in white pers on ' s  ear as earache cure , see 
FACI , 2ed . , p . 20l ; 1st ed . , p . 2 4l . ]  

Well . about burning de candle on j ah  - tuh put de candle out , ah take rivah 
watah , rain wat ah an '  ditch wat ah or well watah , anything lak dat , j es ' s o  i t ' s  
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three watahs mixed together , an ' ah pas s  dat ovah dere haid th ree t imes dis way 
an ' den three t imes de othah way an ' make him wash his haid good wit it , an ' it  
seems tuh been workin ' out  very well so fur . 

[Many doctors and spirituaZs in the New Orleans area make their holy water -
usually they b les s i t  - this three-waters rite being one way of making i t . ]  

(You b ring that water over his head three times forward and three times b ack-
ward? ) 

Dat ' s right . 
(What wi ll that do ab out that candle then? ) 
Well , it supposed tuh put it out . Yo ' git  relief to de haid . [ For other 

methods to put out candle , see Candle in Index . ] 
Us e a gr een candl e ,  at leas t ah does , on Mondays an ' Wednesday an ' Fridays 

fo ' success . Dat green candle dat ' s  mo ' fo ' success . An ' den with the green 
candle - yo ' doesn ' t  light the cand le with a match , yo ' git van-van [a hoodoo 
pe rfUme ] .  Dat ' s  whut ah use ,  van-van , an ' put a little in de s aucer an ' light 
de van- van an ' hold de candle to dat , an ' den make yore prayer , whatevah wish 
yo ' wanta make , an ' den s et dat dere an ' yo ' supposed tuh have a success f rom 
Monday up to Saturday . Burn dat Monday , not de same candle dough - b urn dat 
whole one out Monday , an ' de whole one out agin Wednesday , an '  de whole one out 
Friday . An ' den Sa�urday yo ' ll have a succ ess  in receiving a payment , if it ' s  
nuthin ' but a li t t le j ob in order to make a dollah or s o .  

( Do you light that candl e  a t  any particular hour s ? )  
On Monday yo ' light it  at s ix a ' c lock , an ' on Wednesdays yo ' light it  a t  nine 

a ' c lock , an ' on Fridays at twelve a ' clock noon [ light th em with th e growing of 
the day ] . 

(That i s  j us t  for general s uccess ? )  
Ye ssuh . 
I f  someone is fixed an ' dey husban ' an ' wife doesn ' t  agree at home very well 

ah have them tuh b urn a white  candle - if dey kin burn it in dere home . Some of 
' em ,  dey cain ' t burn it in de home - ah ' l l burn dat fo ' dem o Ah ' ll have dem tuh 
hold de candle an ' ah ask God tuh b less it , an ' den let dem burn dat . Dat ' s  tuh 
make de husb an ' an ' wi fe agree an ' s t op squabb l in '  an ' goin '  on . Dat ' s  de wh ite 
candle . 

(Do you burn that at any spec ial  time ? )  
Yessuh - ah burns that a t  three a ' clock . 
(Any special day , I mean . )  
Yessuh - f o ' peace , ah burns dat on Tues day . 
( I f  he has left , this is to bring him back? ) 
Yes suh - if he ' s  gone an ' yo ' have de pic ture of him ,  well , dey t ake it an ' 

turn it against de wall . Turn de face of de picture against de wall an ' write 
his name nine t imes an ' put it in de bottle , an ' put essence of  van-van on dere 
with the same amount of FZoridy [ Florida]  watah , an ' shake dat an '  set it down 
on de flo ' undah de picture , j es '  lak de pic tures up dere an ' yo ' set  dat bottle 
undah dere . An '  ever ' time yo ' shake i t , it ' ll ups et his mind till  he returns � 
Dat ' s  been proven . Ah don ' wanta talk nuth in '  dat ain ' t b een proven . 

( In writing that man ' s  name down nine times , how do you mean you write i t  -
j us t  one name right after the other ? )  

No , suh - wri te this thi s way three times . Swing yore papah roun ' an ' wri te 
it de whole s ix times . De firs t three times yo '  wr ite it right straight that 
way , an ' den whirl it ovah again an ' den write it s ix times . Dat ' ll return him 
back .  Then yo '  fold dat good an ' keerful an ' put it in de b ottle an ' put de 
FZoridy watah an ' de same amount of FZoridy , yo ' put that amount of van-van . 
Dat ' s  de ess ence of van-van . An '  when yo ' shake that , well , no doub t it may be 
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thr e e  or f o ' days befo ' de par ty returns - depend on de dis t ance dey are . But 
when they shake that until the papah come a100se , it ' s  okay . An '  i f  he ' s  a long 
[ dis t anc e ] we gen ' ral ' y  wri te that with red ink an ' that returns him . 

( Can you g ive me a little account of y our work - ab out that h ealing ? )  
Mos t ly a healer , dat ' s  mos t ly whut ah am . a healer . When it come tuh lawsuits 

o r  any o thah little home ups et , weLl , ah j e s ' makes dat ovah . But mah main work 
is a healer . Ah g en ' ral ' y  do de mos t  o f  m ah work wit mah necke d  [ naked ] han ' . 
If a person come tub me wi t a pain in dey 1aig or dey arm , anywhere , ah lay dat 
han ' on ' em an ' p ray , an ' rub up in it an '  he g it up an ' go ' way , s ay in ab out 
th ree minutes . Dat ' s  mah main work . [ Rub up ins t ead o f  down is unusual . ]  

(You use an altar you say . Do you do anything with the altar ? )  
N o  suh , ah j es '  s t an ' s  in front o f  d e  altar . 
( Do you wear any cos tume or any thing o f  that sort when you are doing that 

work? ) 
Nuth in ' but de beads - prayer beads [he shows a rosary ] . 
(With the little cross on them . ) 

Yes suh , dat ' s  right . 
( Do y ou wear anything on your head ? ) 
Nuthin ' but � lit t le cap - a l it t le b lack cap . 
(Like a l i t t le skull cap ? )  
Yes suh . 
(How did you get your powe r to do these th ings ? Did someone t each i t to you 

or were you ini tiated into i t  or were you j us t  b orn that way ? ) 
[ This is not a leading que s t ion ; I h ad asked it too of ten - the answer always 

b eing the s ame . ] 
Jes ' nachally b o ' n dat way - nevah went tuh s chool nary a minute in mah life . 
( This man who was j us t  in here i s  a healer . He only knew a few thing s to tell 

me , but he migh t b e  a good contac t man . End of 1578 . )  [ Algiers , La . ,  on wes t  
side of Mi ssis s ippi River and oppos ite New Orleans on eas t side , ( 15 7 8) , 2907 : 3-
2908 : 2 . ] 

1 5 .  Now , I think I ' ll almos t explode de whole si tuation - i t ' s  mighty rough 
on a man ' s  b elief . I ' ve been what you migh t cal l  a globetrot ter for ab out 20 or 
30 years . I ' ve spent my life ramb ling over de world . I ' m a des cendant from de 
' fore t ime Ind ians . Well , naturally , we b e lieve in the great virtue of roots , 

herb s  and b ark - th at is , for medical purposes . B ut I find after I s e t t led here 
in d is part o f  de world dat de p eople got a g reat b e lief in ' em doing wonderful 
th ing s . These b oys that - the b ig fellow tha t  you met yes terday ,  h e  always runs 
up t o  see me every time h e  g e t s  a lit t le s trained there . He ' s  one of these 
hoodoo doctors - s o  he c laims - but my b elief about it is j us t  act ually where dey 
work is de will power that you got over de person that you delivering ' em to . 

Yo ' kin take the root - well , all of ' em has s ome legend behind of ' em .  They 
believe in dat and no sooner you get da t  b elief , why , they will do wonders f or 
you . I f  you haven ' t got dat confidence in ' em ,  why , d ey ' s  no more than the 
o rdinary roo t . But I finds through th e s outhern part of this country , everyb ody 
is g o t  some b elief about ' em  that-a-way . And I pret ty well knows the growth of 
' em - where dey kin b e  found and all . Dat ' s  why I g o t  acquainted with des e 
fellows . Dat ' s  why I coming up dere to find out dif ferent kind o f  - the way dey 
believes , d at ' s , actually j us t  what i t ' ll do ; any th ing they b elieve in , you get 
their b e lief in it . 

[ This man , a part- t ime s eller o f  roots , wanted to b ecome acquaint ed with the 
b e liefs of h is cus tomers and their patient s . ]  

Course when dey practicing dat witchcraft and all dat j unk on de people ,  you 
s o t ta prepare your victim for you , � - you mus t have a go-between that pr epares 
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him for de shock dat ' s  coming off . Well , den natural after it ' s  passed on , you 
come and relieve d e  s ituation and there ' s  no law in the world then that make him 
b elieve that you can ' t do those wonder ful things . We ll , that ' s j us t  the way that 
I ' ve always taken it , and since I ' ve b een here I ' ve found that everyb ody , nearly , 
has a b elief in some kind o f  a root or know the virtues of i t . 

(What State were you born in by the way ? ) 
Well , I was b orn in Oklahoma . Course I left there when I was quite small . I 

never knew anything ab out my people till I was round ab out 2 7  years old . And 
af ter I found out , I made a couple o f  trips back dere . I b rought my mo ther over 
her e - she ' s  only b een dead about five years - 10 2 year old she was • • • 

Through here you meet an awful lot of ' em that ' s , you know , in that practice , 
selling roo ts and digging ' em and us ing ' em for different purposes - mos t all of 
' ems in the hoodoo business. Lo t of ' em comes up around dere to see me a lo t of 
times . I do paint ing and decorating and I ' m a mechanic too , b ut I j us t know de 
names of ' em and mos t of the natures concerning ' em - what they are in shape or 
de form dey is and what they kin b e  used for . Lo t of ' em  run around there time 
after t ime to s ee me ab out different ones . 

(Well , where did you learn thes e s tories ab out them - from your own p eop le , 
the s tories ab out these roo ts ? ) [ If from your own peop Ze s ounds tricky , it is 
not int entionally so  - s ee Introduction . ]  

About dese roo ts - some o f  ' em  and some I didn ' t .  Now , we have a roo t chere , 
hit ' s  well known all over de world . I t ' s  a gras s , it grows with a small leaf , 
it ' s  called the b Zood p Zant [ the b loodroot , Sanquinaria canadensis ] and ins ide 
the leaf it looks like it circled wi th b lood . Well , now , you take over in de 
o ld countries , everyb ody over dere b elieves that a hemorrhage or any kind of a 
bleeding or issue from de flesh can b e  stopped in a few minutes with a tea made 
from that p lant . Well , they claim the reason why is it ' s  circled - well , that 
b loods tain , i t  came from when Chris t was killed , when He was hung on de Cross . 
A man was driving nails in His feet , he got  his hands b loody and when he f inished 
he j us t  bent down and wiped them right there at the foo t of the Cross , and by Him 
hanging there b leeding , that fr om then on tha t  grass sprung and after that it 
always showed a b loody s tain . And they cla im up until this day , it will cure 
any kind of b leeding or any kind of issue that-a-way . I t ' s  used purpose ly for 
that and nothing else that I know of , but a lo t o f  these hoodoo fe Z Zows use i t  
f o r  other purpos es - but it is , that ' s  the legend of it . 

You put it  in some wat er and s teep it - the water looks like b lood when you 
take i t . 

(Have you heard that if a person thinks he is going to be hurt , that he can do 
s omething to protect himself ? ) 

The onlies t way for him to protect hisself is the will power he ' s  gotta have . 
He kin go r ight to  de same pers on that really is going to fix him through [ for]  
someb ody els e , and g o  to  dem and j us t  g et him a bag o f  roots . Now , i f  he ' s  got 
the confidence , if he ' s  got ' em , nothing wi ll hurt him . As long as he keep s that 
b ag on him and feels that confidence in it , there ' s  no thing they going to do . 
The moment he lose this b ag , why den he ' s  all to pieces - almos t  crazy , you see , 
becaus e he knows that ' s  what is going to happen to him • • •  

(What tribe did you say you came from? ) 
From de Crowitans . 
(The Crowitans . Well , do the full-b looded colored people b elieve the same 

thing that  you are telling me ab out this ? )  
[My mind mus t  have been tired l Fortunate ly , I d o  not think he understood the 

implication of my unfortunate and meaningles s fuZ Z-bZooded. This man , like 
Doctor Johnson j us t  interviewed in Richmond , was both Indian and Negro . ]  
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Yes s iree - they b elieve that right out - pos itively you can ' t  get it out of 
their heads - they really believe that - no way in de world to change their ideas 
ab out it . It ' s  half of dere relig ion , b elieving in dis hoodoo s tuff. 

(Well , they don ' t b elieve in it as much as they used to , though? ) 
No , naturally , they are getting out of  it  s ome , but mighty little different 

you kin see today from what it was 3 5 , 40 or 50 year s ago .  I t ' s  actually in ' em ,  
it ' s  impossible t o  remove it  from t�em . Why , I ' ve talked wi th s ome of thes e 
graduates and colleges and stuff right here in this City and they are j us t  as 
deep in it as their grandmother and father was - believes part of it if they 
don ' t  b elieve it all . They ' ve got some b elief about tha t supernatural part , the 
roots and the herbs and s tuff of dat kind . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 70) , 4 77 : 2  • • •  4 80 : 1 . ] 

SPIRITS 

GHOSTLORE 

[The b elief in spirits is the foundation of hoodoo , conjuration , witchcraft ,  
rootwork and s imilar supers tit ions . Everywhere throughout this inves t igation 
sp irits are mentioned or assumed . ]  

1 6 . My unc le , he was awful scared o f  ghos ' es ,  and he stayed that-a-way for 
ab out three year ' . Af ter them three year ' was up he sent and got some man , who 

never tried re Zigion ,  to see if he couldn ' t  do s omepin .  S o  h e  went and got 
FEAR this fellah - de fellah come from down de South . He got him to see if  he 

couldn ' t break him from being s o  s cared . So  we went and got some graveyard 
dus t , sand , got a rabb it ' s  foot or somepin - this fellah told him a graveyard 
rabbit , and took and fix it up [dressed i t ] for him . He took the rabb it foot and 
put it  in a little bag and put de sand in there with it . He was to  take it and 
wear on a belt . Ab out two year ' he got he ' d  s ee ' em right on but he wasn ' t  
scared of  ' em . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 249 ) , 244 : 12 ;  another examp le of hand or 
mojo or toby . ] 

1 7 . Mah brother had a way of goin ' way out in de woods to see a girl an ' mah 
mother had tole him ' b out goin ' by de graveyard . S o  he said he wasn ' t  afraid . 

So  mah father tole him , say ,  "One dese night s  one dem ghos t  is gon ' a  
BRAVADO run yo '  . "  He says , "Well , it ' ll j es '  b e  two runnin ' . "  S o  he went on 

dere by hisself an ' he kep ' continyin ' to go out dere . S o  one night -
it was ' b out two miles from de hous e - a ghos t got after him . He knew it was a 
ghos t because usually when a gho s t  gits in b eh in ' yo ' yore hair stand on yore 
haid - but it don ' t  stand , it feel 1ak it s tandin ' . 

An '  so , j es ' as he s t epped ou t , d is ghos t  go t behin ' ' im .  He said it was 
first large and then it was small . An '  he say he looked at it - he say ,  "Ah 
knowed that was nuthin ' nachur ' 1 . " He says , "Hit ' s  no need tuh run ' caus e i f  ah 
run i t  would run too . "  S o  he thought dat once [he ] hear our grandfather say 
whenever anything gits after yo ' 1ak dat , always make it tuh de fork of de road . 
So he turn roun ' an ' he let it follow him till he got tuh de fork of de road . 
When he go t to de fork of de road , he said hit couldn ' t  go any further ' cause he 
missed it . An ' so ever s ince then always , when ah 'm  out anywh ere an ' ah s ee any
thing that ah knows not nachur ' l , ah wi ll always make it tuh de fork of  de road 
an ' dey can ' t  follow me any further . [ S t .  Petersb urg , Fla . , (1006) , 1624 : 9 . ] 

18 . I know of a man one time , he was no t s cared of spirits , and he said one 
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night that he was going through the woods and he s aw a ghost  and he s t opped . And 
after stopping h e went around and sit  on a [ fallen ] tree . And he made b elieve 
that he was as leep . And in the meantime this ghost came and sit on the s ame tree 
wi th him ,  and the ghost re ' lly went to  sleep according to his b elie f  b ecause he 
was snoring . And th is man said that he got up and walked to this ghos t - he did 
not put his hand on him though - he j umped at h im and yelled hard and s'aid , ''What 
are you doing sleeping here ! "  And that ghost j umped up then and outrun th e Word 
of God . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 2 7) , Ed . , about 19 25 , Elizabeth City Co . ,  Va . ] 

19 . My b rother-in-law told me the old s tory . And he said they were in the 
bed one night and they heard something coming in the house , and when they looked 
up to see what it was , it was an evil spirit , and it come to the fireplace and 
sat at the fire . While th e spirit was sitting there he b roke wind . The old man 
th at was in the b ed with my b ro ther-in-law , he said , "Git up and go out of here . 
You done farted . "  The sp irit got up and went away .  [Old P oin t Comfort , Va . , 
( 2 8) , Ed . = E diphone . ]  

. 

20 . I ' ve seen two spirits myself because I have asked God . When - I was 
going to church one Sunday night when something says to me , a spiri t , "You 

haven ' t  got someth ing to tell them p eople . Are you go ing to get 
TWO SPIRITS up th ere b efore al l them people and tell that little thing ? Why 
GOOD AND BAD they ' l l all laugh at you . " I didn ' t  get up that nigh t . I went 

back home and said to the Lord , "Lord , if l ain ' t righ t ,  make me 
righ t ; and if I is right , show me that I am right . "  He did show me that I was 
righ t and I ' ve b een right ever s ince . 

[The informant , a grown girl in Georgia when Sherman marched t o  th e sea , here 
acknowledges two spirits within - one urging evil thoughts and actions , the other 
prompt ing their opposi tes . While going to church her good spirit s aid to her 
evil spirit , "Better tes t that tes timony you are about to give . " [New York City , 
( 8) , Ed . ]  / 

2 1 .  A good spirit , it leaves the body "  that is why the b ody becomes helples s . 
It  cannot exis t any longer . I t  goes to de�omp osition b ecause the spirit is gone . 
The life is g one out of it . But still the spirit never d ies .  I t  goes to its 
immediate loved ones on earth , i t  overlooks them , it  hovers around them . In my 
b elief , what I have really had experience of , we are continually being enveloped 
and surrounded by the spirits of our loved ones who have gone before ; especially 
until their spirits have been reincarnated and born in s ome child and come back 
to the world in the flesh again . The reincarnation comes earlier in s ome and 
late in others . Somet imes they are reincarnated in b ab ies who are cut off . That 
spirit comes righ t back and goes again to be on ear th until it is reincarnated .  
That is the good spirit . 

The evil spiri t , it is ab road in the world . That is the spirit of thos e who 
haven ' t  lived their lives consistent with right living . Their spirits are abroad 
and still doing work th ey were engaged in , either frigh tening or bringing ab out 
disorder , j us t  like they was when in the b ody , until they are reincarnated . They 
are reincarnated . Usually it comes out in the child . The child is very fretful . 
Usually , if it goes to any age ,  it goes into crime . That is the p eople that 
chose the evil way in life . 

When man was created he was created in the image of God . When he fell , that 
is in the Garden of Eden . Then wh en he was redeemed , he has since that time b een 
left as a free agent to  chose whi ch he will do , right or wrong . That is the 
choice given us by the S on of God who died for us that we migh t b e  redeemed under 
the curs e of the b roken Law .  S ince then , we have this privilege of chosing for 
ours elves and being left as a free agent . Then this is the pOint where the evil 
and the good spirit exis t .  This is th e origination of the good spiri t and the 
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evi l . Th e good i s  permanent and the evil spirit i s  a cho i c e  o f  man . 
You know how long Chri s t  s t ayed on the Cro s s , three days . I t  is s uppo s ed that 

everyb o dy when they die their spir i t  s t il l  lingers in the i r  b ody and ab out the ir 
pers onali t ies for three days unt i l  they are p lanted in the g round . Then i t  i s  
around and ab out unt il the changes c�e . Wh en t he spirit come s  o u t  o f  your b o dy 
your b ody rea l ly b ecomes l ike neutral , you can ' t move or do anyth ing ; you neve r 
will again . The mind o f the person does no t  die . Tha t i s  the sp iri t after all . 
That i s  the soul s o  to speak . I t  l ing e r s  around and i t  real ly s ees what ' s  b e ing 
done unt i l  i t s  v i s i t  is comp l e t e . The per son who is respons ib le f o r  the arrange
ment of the f inal a f fairs will dream ab out them . O f t en you wi l l  be ha l f  asleep 
and that per son will appear to you and g ive you s ome g e s ture s , satis fac t ory or 
dis s a t is f a c tory .  I know that by exper ienc e .  [New York C ity ,  ( 10) , Ed . ; inf o rm
ant , widow o f  clergyman , b o rn and bro ught up near O rang eb urg , S .  C ar . ] 

22 . [ Desp i t e  the p rec ed ing t i t l e  Two spirits , they are two in charac ter but 
one in s ub s tance . ]  

I have hear ' n peop l e  say tha t your spirit travels - i t  is out walking around 
at plac es where you have worked . You ' re s l eep ing and mayb e you ' re trying to 

wake up - you ' r e having a hard t ime waking . I f  yo u  die , your spir i t  
ONE SP IRIT is gone from you , they s ay . I t t akes a long time to g e t  it b ack . 

Some p eop l e  are ho l lering and ho l l er ing and c an ' t move . You ' re 
sup p o s ed to go and put your hand on them and shake them t i l l  they speak to you . 
They s ay you some t ime s dies in tha t condi t ion . P eople s ay they have hear ' n  this , 
people making a no is e thro ugh the night . They think they we r e  dreaming and they 
didn ' t b other , pay any att ention to them . N ext morning the ' re late g e t t ing up . 
When they g o  to rouse t hem , they would b e  dead . [New Y ork , ( 6 ) , Ed . ]  

23 . I f  that sp i r i t  goes out somewhere and g e t s  kil l ed or droWnded , i t  wi ll 
no t return and the b ody lays dead . [ Ol d  P o int Comfort , ( 24 ) , Ed . ]  

24 . [ There used t o  b e  a mathematical axiom s ta t ing that the �ho le is the sum 
of a l l  i ts parts . In hoodo o , however , a par t  can equal t h e  who le . Every part 

and funct ion of your b o dy ( hair and b r eath) - anything 
PART OF S P I RI T  t ouching you ( cl o thes and b athwa ter )  - whatever s ignifies 

EQUAL S  WHOLE OF SPIRIT you (name and pho tograph ) - all the se and o thers are 
s ub s t itutes for ei ther the wh ole or p ar t  o f  the spiri t .  

Many exampl es o f  this b e lief will b e  found elsewhere - here are a few : ] 
25 . Yo ' could write a p er s on name on a piece o f  papah an ' throw it ovahb o ' d  

an ' i t  would caus e dem to go . I t  would c aus e dem t o j ump ovahb o ' d  - j es '  l ike 
yo ' throw it in a r ivah , it would caus e dem to go an ' j ump in de r ivah . [ B runs
wi ck , Ga . , ( 1175) , 1987 : 6 . ] 

26 . G e t  a l i t t le b ox - a t in b ox . Put dat toenails in there and f ing ernails 
in th ere , c ayenne pepp er , �ar �ater - you get th e �ar �ater , devi l dus t .  You 
pu t s  in there and you s top that can up tight . you s ee , and bury it . Den when you 
bury i t , the p er s on wha t it b e long s to , th eir hand ' ll come l ike that - they ' l l  
draw up . 

( Draw up - drawn up . )  
Yeah , all drawn up . I f  it s t ay longer , the more it draw . They won ' t  b e  no 

use for theirs e l f . 
(What is devi l dust ? )  
Devi l dus t i s  what you g e t  in the [ hoodoo ] drug s t ore . [New Orleans , La . ,  

( 7 9 8 ) , 1113 : 5 . ] 
27 . Take your handwr i t in ' - see , d e  handwritin ' wh ere i t  was wr it wit ink 

or lead . D ey t ake i t  and s o ak i t  in wa ter and get dat ink , get da t ink o f f  it 
f r om your handwr i t i n ' . Den dey will take dat water and boil i t . S e e . Den t ake 
dat wat er and pour i t  out gradual ly - don ' t p our dat all at one time , j e s '  kinda 
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sprinkle it along . When dat water pour out chew begin tub feel bad - yo ' hand 
beg in to feel nervous up thru yo ' arms and f inally , if you don ' t know what to do , 
yo ' become paralyzed in your right hand . [Washington ,  D .  C. , ( 6 38) , 824 : 2 . ] 

28 . A man , he tole me his ole lady went outdoors one nigh t  an ' went to her 
chicken coop an ' got a b ig sack ful la chicken dirt - taken it in de house an ' 
taken ashes out de fireplace an ' taken his underwears an ' rolled dis s tuff up in 
it an ' taken - yo ' know , rolled i t  ovah . Didn ' t  mes s wit i t  any way at all -
j es ' rolled i t  ovah an ' take i t  out an ' carried it to his b ed an ' washed his 
feet , an ' let de wa tah drene off his feet into that ashes an ' chicken stuf f , an ' 
says , he can ' t  even walk now . Says , lak i f he walks , s eems lak needles stickin ' 
in him .  

(Was he asleep - she did that while h e  was as leep ? )  
No , h e  wusn ' t  asleep - h e  j es '  though t she wu s  washin ' his feet . Dat ' s all , 

but he had not iced dat e [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1403) , 2 5 26 : 4 . ] 
29 . Dey tell me dat dey kin take yore b ath water and bury i t . Dig a hole 

and pore it  in dere and put a piece o f  - j es t  a small piece of blues tone , sulphur 
an ' asafi tadee [ assafetida ] in dat hole with dat water and cover it up . And dey 
tell me dat will keep yo ' perishing away all de time . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 701) , 
9 5 1 : 9 . ]  

30 . I was on a is land ' tween here and Wes t Point , Virginia . Dere come a 
little white fellow from Danville County for to s ee one of Cap t . Dick Coleman ' s  
daughters - first cous ins , too , but he was loving her .  He goes up a t ree - he 
drawed de other man ' s  pitchure on de ground - I don ' t  know as you wanta hear 
that . 

(Yes , I want to hear it  - yes . ) 
He draws his pitchure on de ground - de o ther man p i t chure , because he wanted 

her himself . He draws the pitchure on de ground and he goes up a tree righ t  at 
sunrise and he sho t  at dat picture - that is to kill the man . Way up yonder he 
shot at dat pitchur e .  

(He went up in the tree and sho t  down a t  the picture - shot down? ) 
Shot down on de pitchure . 
(He j us t  drew it in the ground - with a s t ick or something ? )  
Yes , j us t  drew him on de ground and den go up de tree wi th a pistol , you know , 

for to try to shoot him in de hear t . I f  he shot him in de heart - up here where 
he drawed that there - then he ' d  akilled that man up in [ s ome place ] . But he 
didn ' t do i t , you see - s truck him all around de edges of his clothes , arms and 
pl aces . I f  that bal l hadda struck him in de heart where he drawed it ,  he would 
have kil led him instantly . 

(You say a whi t e  man did this ? )  
Yes . 
(Well , whom was he doinS i t  fo r - another white man or - ) 
He was doing it  fer himself . 
(Do ing i t  for himself . )  
Doing i t  for himself - I seen him do it . I was with him .  
(What isl and was this on - what was the name of  the is land? ) 
Pur tain - Per tin I s land . 
(Purtin I s land - that ' s  in the James River? ) 
York River . 
(Oh , the York River . I s ee . How long ago did that happen ? )  
Oh , that happened n ow  - over thirty years ago [ 1906-7 ] about d e  shootin ' . 

[Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 4 7 3 ) , 485 : 4 . ]  
3 1 .  I f  they kin [get ] hold of it , they kin take your photograph and shoot 

it - shoo t it . 
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(What will that do? )  
That will afflict you - ' cause I knowed a lady one t ime , somebody s tole her 

pitchure . And she used to wear a piece over her eye , see . S o  I asked her , I 
says , what ' s  de mat ter with her eye . [ She ] say ,  we ll , someb ody s tole her pit
chure and shot her in de eye . She was cal led a hoodoo and I was afraid of her . 
Yes , they shot her in de eye . That ' s  the reas on that she wear dat piece over 
her eye . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 71) , 480 : 6 . ] 

3 2 . During my childhood days I heard that a s ick person wh o was very 
t roub lesome and worried them and worth a little money , the only thing you could 
do to s t op the law from coming into it , this person went to a hoodoo and he told 
her to  take this pers on ' s  picture and turn i t  ups ide down under the [ sick ]  bed 
and watch its e ffect . In three days the person was a corpse .  You turn a photo
graph down like that and you watch the person and s ee if he don ' t get weaker 
every day . When you lay it down you are turning the life down like that . [ Fred
ericksburg , Va . , ( 5 4 ) , Ed . ]  

3 3 . Ah had a little boy home but ah stayed off  about s even years , an ' he 
wanted tuh see me awful bad . Ah went home but ah didn ' t know d e  cause of it -
ah goes wi thout any thoughts whatever - j ust picked up unconcerned an ' went home . 
An '  when ah got home ah found my picture s tanding on it ' s  head and the grand
mother said that he s aid that would bring me home . It must have some powder . 
[ She is mis taken - s tanding on it 's head is suffic ient . ]  So I did go home . 

(Your son did this ? )  
Yes . 
(Was the picture facing out or facing in to the wall ? )  
I t  was facing out . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 90 ) , 1 59 6 : 10 . ] 
3 4 . I t  will drive them away but you can ' t make ' em  s tay ,  s ee . A spirit is 

s omething that you can ' t nevah drive away , but you kin s ilence h im .  
You silence him' by the 2 3rd division of  the Psalms of David - 3 7 th divis ion 

of the Psalms of David , the 108th d ivis ion of the Psalms of David - will silence 
a traveling spirit - that ' s  the sp irit that comes in and goes out 

MANY SPIRITS and each time when he comes in , he brings from one to s even more . 
Now , that ' s  how come so many people become restless and dis satis

fied - is b ecause of evil spirits trans forming ' em , b ack and forth . Every time 
you b reath you are breathing in and out some kind of a spi ri t . Well then , at 
night you wil l begin to worry about his moving around . In other words you kin 
take holy water and spr inkle it at chure door - up ovah your door and on each 
s ide of it ,  and read de 23rd division of the P salms of David , and you will 
silence them , you won ' t  have any more trouble out of ' em .  

Ho ly water is very good . Holy water is good to sprinkle on a person who , we 
would say , i f  they were very sick ,  or if  they were afflicted some way , could 
sprinkle this holy water around . Dere ' s  lots of times again we would say that 
evil spirits vis i t  around - dis holy water keeps the evil spirit away b ecause de 
holy water supposed to b e  b lessed by holy spirits . [Washington , D .  C . , (639) , 
828 : 13 ;  Doctor Sims from New Orleans - at leas t he lived there for a time - is a 
spirituaZ who like many spiri tuaZs makes his own holy water . ]  

35 . De woman kin take or either a man , ah guess - b ut chew kin take a dozen 
needles an '  put ' em  in watah an ' let ' em stay in dere ten days an ' give someone 

de water to dr ink off . Dey say it ' s  a deadly pois on - say it j e s ' 
ALL IS SP IRIT de same as yo ' drink a need le - feel like some pins is sticking 

yo ' in de ins ide - somepin like , j es ' like if a person wanted to 
put a spe ll of s ome kind on - yo ' d  have dat pain j es ' lak yo ' d  swallowed some 
needles yo ' know . It  take effect on yo ' dat-a-way . Whut dey would do to s top 
it ah don ' t  know . 
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[Jus t as the person ' s  e s s ential qual ities were in the b ath water (see No . 29 )  
s o  als o the essential quali ties o f  the needle ab s orb ed by a b ath ar e trans ferred 
to a person dr inking needle-wate r . ] [Way cros s , Ga . , ( 10 6 7 ) , 1 7 2 7 : 1 . ] 

3 6 . Don ' t  leave de daid s t i cks of a ma t ch in yore hous e , cuz i t  gives yo '  
b ad luck . 

(What do you do wi th them? ) 
Yo ' burn ' em up in d e fiah ,  burn ' em up . 
( Why do t hey g ive you bad luck , have you any idea? ) 
Cuz dey ain ' t  good tuh be in de hous e ,  dey s ame as de dai d  - dey ' s  no t  live 

ma tches ,  dere daid ma t che s . [Algiers , La . , ( 1 59 3 ) , 2894 : 11 . ] 
3 7 . [Talking to so- called inanima te ob j e c ts is a common pract i ce . ]  
Why , i f  yo ' wanta make peop le come in a p lace , yo ' j es '  take de pot salt an ' 

carry i t  all round de p lace an ' talk to i t , f lAh want chew tuh draw a crowd at 
mah p lace . "  Why , de nex ' day or two yo ' b e  s uc ces s ful - b e  a crowd at dat 
place . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 36 3 ) , 2414 : 17 . ]  

3 8 . [ T o  ca t ch a spirit or to p ro tect your spiri t against the cat ch ing or to 
releas e your caugh t spirit - th i s  i s  the comp lete theory and practice o f  h oodoo . ] 

Ah kin ke t ch yore s p iri t  easy . A pers on kin - j es ' lak yo ' s e t t in '  dere an ' 
ah kin b e  t alkin ' to yo ' . Yo ' talkin ' tuh me an '  I b e  walkin ' b ack an ' ah g o t  

a b o t tle . Ev ' ry word chew s ays , I e a s e  dat s topper down -
TO CATCH A SPIRIT ev ' ry  word yo ' s ay until yo '  g i t  t o  de end , d en yo ' s top i t  

down . Wel l , then yo ' won ' t b e  s ick b ut yo ' ll j es '  b e  lak a 
b ird flyin ' - here an ' yon - an ' de moment dat y o ' kin git to i t  an ' pull de 
s t opper yo ' ll b e  yores e l f  al l de s ame . 

(You have to walk backwards whi le you are push ing that cork down? ) 
Yes s i r . [ B runswi ck , Ga . , ( 12 1 7 ) , 20 70 : 2 . ] 
39 . Oh , yes , dey t ake dat chamber lye and s top it up and call yo ' name . 

Af ter yo ' answer dey s top dat chamber lye up and den dat ' ll s t op you up . See , 
long as dat chamber lye i s  runnin ' ,  why yo ' is go tta luck ; but de time dat dey 
s top dat and call yo ' dis way , da t ' s  j es ' l ike yore spi ri t . We ll , d ey ke t ch 
yore spirit and put i t  away with dat j ug .  Wel l , da t s t op yo ' b owe ls from moving 
al toge ther - you can ' t  make no wa t er . [ Th i s  confus ion b etween b owels and b ladder 
is common . ]  No way in de world fer you to make wat er ' t ill dey t ake dat s t opper 
out . [ Charles t on , S .  Car . , ( 5 20 ) , 6 20 : 7 . ]  

40 . De sp irit l ike - yo ' kin ket ch dere voi ce . Yo ' kin ket ch a person ' s 
voice - j es '  lak if yo ' in love wi t someone an ' s omeb ody else is · a f ter ' em  an ' 
yo ' want s ' em  - yo ' call ' em .  Yo ' g i t s  yo ' a b lack s oda watah b o t t l e  - i t j es ' 
b e  a dark b rown b eer b ot t le , an ' yo ' put da t chamber lye in dat ; put dey chamber
lye , not yores , an ' yo '  call ' em . An '  after yo ' call ' em an ' dey answer , yo ' 
s top i t  up an ' yo ' keep i t  on i t ' s  haid all de t ime . Ah don ' t ca�e where dey is , 
yo ' kin make ' em come to yo ' . 

(You keep this b o t t le on it ' s  head all the t ime . )  
An '  when yo ' g i t  ready fo ' ' em  - j es ' lak i f  dey out an ' yo ' want ' em tub come 

on home , make has te ,  yo ' j es '  shake i t  an ' ca l l  ' em - cal l  dere name three t ime 
an ' dey ' ll come to yo '  f ive minut es af ter yo ' do it . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 60 ) , 
2139 : 9 . ]  

4 1 . Ah heard ' em say dey ' d  cal l yor e spir i t  lak . Ah kin g i t  chew an ' ah 
takes yo ' - yo ' s ee , ah calls yor e name . We ll , ah draw yore p i t chure an ' yore 
p i t chure would come tuh me . Yo ' see , lak if ah take a pencil an ' draw a man , 
den ah calls yore name an ' yore good sp irit will fall on me . Den ah mus t ket ch 
yore spiri t an ' s top ' em up . 

(How are you going to s top it - in wha t ? )  
In a b o t tle . 
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(When you call their name ? )  
An '  ah blows mah breath in dere an ' stop i t  up . 
(That cat ches my spiri t ? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1558) , 2 736 : 2 . ] 
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42 . Yo ' mean gains influence wi t anybody? Well , yo ' could take an ' wash yore 
hands [ and ] yo ' could put it in whis�ey or put it in water - or b low yore b reath 
in a g lass three time s an ' give them that glass to drink water out of ; j es t  b low 
yore b reath in that glass three times an ' talk to dem o 

(What will that do then ? )  
Ga ins influence - . dey ' d  have mo ' care tuhwards yo ' ,  they ' d  d o  anything yo ' say 

do . They couldn ' t  he ' p  deys elf . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1141) , 185 6 : 3 . ] 
4 3 .  A woman right here in Beaufort S treet , she got holt o f  a man ' s  foo t track 

and took it  and while it was hard , you know , and put it in a b ot tle and took it 
in her house and put it right in front of her door - wrapped it  up in a s ilk 
cloth and put it in front of her door and used it as a door s top , and as long as 
dat was dere why he would come b ack . When she moved she didn ' t take that with 
her and de [ other ] peop le moved in that house .  Long as dis b ag was dere he kept 
coming back looking fer her . He always was coming b ack looking fer her and de 
people would tell him that she didn ' t live there any more - kept coming back -
coming back . [ Jacks onville , Fla . , ( 562) , 699 : 3 . ) 

44 . (Do you know how they do that - catching a person ' s  spirit ? )  
Well , yo ' takes nine peas an ' yo ' put these peas in a b o t t le o f  hearts co Zogne 

an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' ket ch his shadah [ shadow] - his shadah is his spiri t ,  
chew know . An '  yo ' take that an ' yo ' ketch that an ' yo ' put nine peas in a 
cologne b o t t le - hearts co Zogne bottle . Yo ' j es '  watch ' im dere as he go along , 
yo ' see ,  yo ' j es '  stop it  up t ight - yo '  ketch his speech wh en he speak , yo ' take 
advantage o f  it an s top that up tight . 

(Well how do you g et that shadow into the bot tle? ) 
We ll , j es '  lak a person walkin ' ' long - walkin ' ' long lak dis an ' yo ' may walk 

up to him ,  anyway - yo ' j es '  unstop de bot tle lak dat an ' his shadah go in dere . 
Dat hearts co Zogne an ' dat peas wil l  draw it in dere . 

(Then you stop i t  up quickly? That ' s g ot his spirit ? )  
Yeah , yo ' go t  h i s  spiri t .  
( And then afte� you go t his spirit in that bot tle , what happ ens ? )  
Well , yo ' kin do anything wit i t  dat yo ' want - anything - yo ' j es '  got his 

spir it den . Yo ' got his spiri t there - y o '  could use ' em mos t  any way . 
[ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 396) , 2 5 11 : 13 . ] 

45 . Yo ' calls a spirit . Now , ah ' ll go an ' put a table out in de middle of 
de hall - in de middle of the floor and ah ' l l sit there and rap three times and 
call a spirit and dey ' ll come and talk with yuh . And de table will walk - de 
tab le will walk . [Mob ile , Ala . ,  ( 66 7 ) , 878 : 10 . ) 

46 . Quite a while ago a friend of mines - dey don ' t  know whether he got 
killed or don ' t know whether he died , b ecaus e when dey held de inques t fo ' him "  
dey didn ' t find no spot o f  where he was killed o r  either sho t .  De doctors 
' xamined pretty good . Now , dat righ t chere in Waycross heah ab out three or foah 
years ago . But in examining him - yo ' know , dey t ells me dat a person kin be  
daid , dey kin be s t if f , an ' after being s ti f f  - like if dey found a person dead 
an ' dey being s tiff , well de undertakers can ' t  git him in dat casket until he ' s  
properly s tretched out , but dey tells me dat chew kin j es t  walk up an '  j es t  call 
dis person - a natural person , an ' he limbers himself . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1143) , 
1865 : 1 .  ) 

47 . I worked at College Park , Maryland , and when I would leave the quar ters 
and pass by the hothouse , every time that I passed by this hothous e I would have 
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a peculiar feeling , and when I got by this ho thouse this peculiar f eeling would 

PRESENCE OF SPIRIT 
CREEPY FEELING 

WARM AIR 
HAIR STANDS 

HEAVY AND LUGGY 

a hot s team , they 
2 56 3 : 6 . ] 

leave . It impressed my mind that it surely was ghos ts or 
something creeping around . [ Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 22 ) , Ed . ]  
48 . They tell me you can fee l them . You feel creepy your
self ; feel like something creeping up on you and going to 
grab you . You get awful res t less . They s ay - a spirit is 
creeping up on you .  [New York City , ( 6) , Ed . ]  
49 . I f  you are walking along de road an ' you leave [pass by] 

say that ghosts is travel in , by yo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1493) , 

50 . In country p laces in the wintertime you can pass a warm s tream going over 
your shoulder and all up and down your face . You ' re kinda like where they was 
over a s tove right out of  doors . There ' s  something funny about that . But olden 
peopl e s aid it was a spirit that you met .  I ' ve pas s ed them many a time in my 
t ime . I ' ve been awful frighten because I hearn the olden people speak about 
them so  much . I thought they could harm me . I used to  tell my mother about it . 
She said , "There ' s  no harm in them .  Don ' t be afeard . "  [New York Ci ty , ( 6) , Ed . ]  

51 . They say you can feel a peculiar feeling . Sometimes a flash comes over 
you . Your hair seems to s tand on your head . I felt it myself . People s ay then 
you are passing a ghos t .  They are near you . That ' s  why th es e hot b reezes meet 
you . I have been driving , my husb and has been driving , when we pas s ed thos e hot 
b reezes . The horses s t and almos t up in the harnes s es , they get so frightened , 
and dash to one s ide o f  the road . I have witnes sed that . And the olden people 
t old us that , that it was a ghos t .  [New York Ci ty , ( 10 ) , Ed . ]  

52 . I f  spirits are around you light a candle with insent [ incense ] .  Af ter 
awhile everything will be light and nice . And as long as they are around every
thing is heavy and 1uggy and you think something is going t o  happen every minute .  
[ This refers t o  a headache caused b y  spirits . ]  [New York City , ( 8) , Ed . ] 

5 3 . I was home in the yard one evening j us t  ab out dusk and I happened to see 
an old lady coming up to the house . I run in the house and told mama I s een aunt 
Jozrah .  Mama said , "If you don ' t  stop coming in here and telling me about you 

seeing spirit s , I ' m  going to whip you . " My father said , "Don ' t  
BORN WITH CAUL whip her . You know she was born with thes e sp irits . "  They tell 

me when I was born there was a cord [ caul ] around my face, it  went 
under my nose and caught over my head and against my eyes . So  this Saturday 
night papa went to town .  Mama never d id believe that I seen them . So that night 
[ the second time she s aw aunt Jozrah ]  my two brothers and mys elf was out in the 
yard playing . The moon was j us t  ris ing and so when I looked down the lane I saw 
aunt Jozrah coming up the lane . I said , "Lord , Harry and Jim , here comes aunt 
Jozrah . "  S o  we ran in the house all of us . Mama said , "What you s ee? " And I 
said , "Aunt Jozrah . " And she said , "You don ' t see her . "  And I s aid , "Yessum ,  I 
do . You come to the door mama and you will s ee her . "  So mama came to the door 
and when she got to the door she s een her too . So  mama fas t ened the door and put 
the bar acros s it so she couldn ' t  g et in there . Whether she came in we don ' t 
know . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 31) ,  Ed . ]  

5 4 .  I know that when my g randmo ther died they s ay that she came back .  The 
reason for her coming b ack was that she wanted to see her younges t s on .  At the 
time of her death he was in France [World War I ] . Of cours e he wasn ' t  able to 
get home before she died . I had an aunt , Elizab eth , she was b orn with a veil 
over her eyes . I t  happened that she was the only one who could see my grand
mother .  When she would go in a certain room she would see her mother s t anding up 
there as if she was looking for someone . So my mother got some ho ly water f rom 
the church - we are Roman Catholics . She sprinkled this water around , especially 
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in the room where my aunt had seen my grandmo ther . And th ey say they didn ' � see 
her any more . [Ocean Ci ty , Md . ,  ( 19) , Ed . ; near Baltimore , 191 8 . ] 

5 5 . I know p eop le that have what they call a caul over their eyes . They can 
set right  down with you and they can see things you can ' t  see . People tell you 
that the air is full of spirits and with that caul on your eye you can see 
things . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  ( 46 ) , ' Ed . ] 

5 6 . I f  yo ' evah had a ch ild b e  bo ' ned vei led - yo ' know ,  yo ' heard of ' em 
being vei led. Wel l , yo ' take dat veil an ' don ' nevah throw it off ; always take 
it  off  farwards , don ' t take it off backwards . S omet imes - now ah have two tuh 
be b o ' ned wi t dat - two twins . I t  takes de luck away from ' em  to take ' em off 
th is way , j es '  [ demons trates ] .  

(Over their heads - forward . )  
Jes ' lak yo ' take yore dress off dis-a-way . An '  den yo ' take those veils -

yo ' have tuh keep ' em .  Sew ' em  up in somep in whe re dey ' ll keep ' em ,  yo ' know . 
Co ' s e ,  yo ' may have tuh res ew ' em or els e  dey supposed tuh b e  split heah , an ' put 
in dere an ' sew it  up . Yo ' s ee [why ] some people be so  lucky an ' so  successful . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2818 : 4 . ]  

5 7 . Yo ' take a pitcher - dis wus gived to me in a vis ion - yo ' take pennies , 
an ' ah tr ied it to see whether or not it  wus true . Yo ' set it in de eas t corner 
of yore house , a half a pitcher of watah . An '  ev ' ry day yo ' drop a penny in 

GIVEN 
BY 

dere . S ee ,  dat ' s  p lantin ' ' em .  An ' if  yo ' drop one in dere , yo ' goin ' 
git anothah one de next day , s ome way - if yo ' don ' t know where yo ' goin ' 
git it , yo ' git it . An '  ev ' ry time yo ' drop a p enny in dat pitcher yo ' 

VI SION say somepin good ovah it , j es '  lak a Bible verse or somep in - whatevah 
come to yo ' , an ' yo ' j ot dat down so yo ' kin rememb er , yo '  see . An ' dat 

works out all righ t . I t ' s  diff ' rent things yo ' should say ovah ' em an ' dey 
always come out - diff ' rent things come true . Dat ' s  called p lantin ' pennies . 

(How long do you keep that up ? ) 
Jes ' as long as yo ' evah want success to yore house or to yore  business or to 

whatevah yo ' doin ' . See , try not tub take ' em out till yo ' git ready to  s tart 
tuh p lantin ' some mo ' .  Don ' t take ' em out an ' j es '  leave de pitcher empty . Look 
lak yo ' don ' t  do s o  good if yo ' move ' em .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2816 : 1 1 . ] 

58 . I wouldn ' t  want to sp eak ill of the dead ,  for I think they know what you 
are saying . My �eas on is , they can come back and give so many warnings . These 

warnings come mos t ly in your sleep . I have heard something ab out a .an 
DREAMS that was buried . This man kep t on coming b ack to his fami ly and asking 

them in a dream to take him up out of that grave , so finally they went 
and took him up , and the coffin was in water . They took him up and put him in a 
dry p lace , and they never s aw him again . [New York City , ( 1 ) , by hand . ] 

59 . I have tried to s ee my father ' s  spir it ever s ince he died . I tried to 
draw him to me but I have never been ab le to  do it . I ' ll tell you what I have 
seen . Sometimes I go to bed and I am warned in a dream - of any man or woman who 
is ab out to approach - by my father . However , I never hear his voice , but I s�e 
him in this dream . [Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 20 ) , Ed . ]  

60 . Yo ' dress that bed - specially when yore dead p eople come to  yo ' an ' 
s tar t to tell you somep in an ' yo ' wake befo ' they tell you . Yo ' take two matches 
an ' cross them like that - s tick a needle through it and lay it underneat '  chure 
pil lah with de point turned down , an ' they ' ll come b ack an ' fini sh tellin ' you 
what he was tellin ' you . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 59 6 ) , 7 69 : 2 . ] 

6 1 . Fer p rotection from a root doctor - yo ' already got dat , ain ' t  cha? Dey 
cain ' t do nuthin ' , ah ' m  telling yo ' now , if you keep it  on ; but chew go tta keep 
it  on yo ' .  After ah got hurt , ah learnt - see , it  come to me through de spirits 
to do it . You take yo ' - dey kin put down any thing dey wanta and you kin walk 
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over it and it won ' t  hu�t se e .  You go to de drug s tore and git  ch ew a nicke l ' s  
wor th of  s altpeter and a nickel worth of b lues tone and you 

GUIDED BY A SPIRIT take them two things . Don ' t put all it  together . Take j es t  
a lit t le p inch of i t , take i t  on a knife , and every t ime you 

pick i t  up s ay ,  "In de Name o f  de Father , Name of  de Son , Name of de Holy Ghos t . "  
(Each time you take a pinch on a knife , you say tha t . )  
A p inch on a knife , say it  on each one . All righ t , yo ' take yo ' some sulphur , 

take three pinches of that , "In the Name of  the Father , Name o f  the Son ,  Name o f  
the Holy Ghos t . "  All righ t , that ' s  three o f ' em together - that ' s  sulphur , b lue
s tone and s a ltpeter . All r igh t , yo ' take dat tab le sa lt de same way - you take 
dat sugar de s ame way . And th en j es t t ake and break yo ' three match haids off  
and name dem de s ame way , "In the Name of the Father , S on and Ho ly Ghos t . "  Sew 
it up in a lit t le rag , j es t  a lit t le small thing , and t ie i t  around yore waist 
[ this i s  a hand] and you kin s tep over anything , dey can ' t do nuthin ' - dey kin 
touch chew but dey ain ' t goin ' do nuthin ' to yo ' ,  dey ain ' t goin ' do nuthin ' .  
[ Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , ( 549 ) , 687 : 9 . ] 

62 . I wus livin ' wi th a woman once on Mulb erry S treet an ' this woman claimed 
that she could - we had a li ttle fuss - she c laimed that she could have me kilt . 
So she goes down on the Eastern Shore [ that part of Maryland eas t  o f  Chesapeake 
B ay ] to see Mr . B ayhan ' - he wus a man dey call Mr . Bayhan ' [white  man ] - gon ' a 
have me shot wit ' a ball . He ' s  gon ' a  shoo t me through de ball an ' I wus to b e  
dead inside o f  twenty- four hours . She paid him $ 3 5 . -An '  then h e  give her some 
s tuff  to come home to sprinkle all through the house .  She s tart at de b ack doah 
an ' sprinkle to  the dining room doah an ' s tarts from the d ining room doah an ' 
sprinkle ups tairs - sprinkle de whole house ovah . An '  h e  g ive her somepin to put 
under de runner where I walked when I come in de f ront doah - where dat I would 
walk over this , this would t�ick me .  

So , I wo rked [ nights )  t o  the s teel plant , an ' I came home [very ear ly ] one 
morn in ' .  She ' s  asleep . Jis '  as I opened the fron t doah , I s tart to s t eppin ' , 
somep in says , " Rais e de runner up" - jis ' that way , j is '  the same as i f  s omeb ody 
wus speakin ' to me . An '  I though t i t  wus her . 

I says , "Frances I Frances · ! " 
No one answered . Well , I come up to a s tandst i ll . I s t op [ at ]  de doah an ' 

looked . After awhile I s tar ted to take ano ther one [ s tep ] . 
I t  says , "Raise de runner up . "  
Well , then I kin ' a got uneasy: you know . Then I called ' er an ' called ' er ,  

but I couldn ' t  g i t  no answer . 
Well , I say , "Well , I don ' t believe I ' ll raise it myself . I ' l l go across over 

de s treet , "  I says , " I ' ll git  this man up" - the man across the s t reet kep t  a 
little resturrant . So I went across de s t reet an ' go t him to come over with me . 

I s ays , "Do you wan ' a  rais e that runner for me ? "  I s ays , "cuz there ' s  somepin 
told me twice to  raise that runner up , "  I says , "an ' I think my wife , "  I says , 
"must b e  as leep - I called ' er an ' she didn ' t  answer . "  

So  he said , 1 1 1 ' 11 raise  it  up . "  
So  he raise the runner up . I t  wus a b lack s tockin ' ,  about that long , across  

underneath de runner . I t  wus a ten-cent piece in the center , an ' two b rass tacks 
in the toes an '  two brass  tacks in th e end [ the top ] of it . 

He looked at me an ' said , "Oh ! "  he said , " I  ain ' t gon ' a  put my hands on i t . "  
I say ,  "Well , "  I s ay , "they s ay the grace of God is  suf ficient for all thing s . 

I t  can ' t hurt me . "  I says , "I ' m  gon ' a pick it up , but I 'm not gon ' a  pick the 
s tockin ' up ,  but I ' m gon ' a  git de ten-cent piece up . " So I reached over an ' took 
my penknife [ s tee l  = protection ]  an ' picked th e ten-cent p iece up an ' dropped i t  
i n  my pocket . 
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I goes back in the house , I walks up an ' I walks aroun ' the runner , an ' �i ts a 
fahk [ fork ] . I takes de end o f  the fahk an ' folds it [ s tocking ] up , [b eg inning 
at ] de toe end , an ' keeps rollin ' it up . An '  when I got it [ rolled ] up , you s ee , 
then I picked it up on de fahk an ' car ried it through in de kit chen , an ' drops i t  
in d e  s t ove an ' put sal t o n  it , touch a match to it  an ' s tar ts it  t o  burnin ' . So  
when it  s tar ts  to burnin ' ,  I goes to

' 
call he r .  

I says , "Frances ! "  
She says , "LET ME ALONE l "  
I says ,  "Whut ' s  wrong ? "  
She says , "You ' s  done concern with somepin that don ' t  concern you . "  She s ays , 

"Mr . Bayhan ' will get even wit you . "  
Well , i f  ever I ' d  walk over it - well , she would git  [hear ] de shot  from it , 

choo know . Well , [ then ] I got [would get ] the dose . See , as soon as I touched 
it , why I guess it roused her up , you know . You s ee ?  

(As soon a s  you walked over that s tocking , that was to shoot the gun o f f  down 
there where he was ? )  

Yes , sure . That would kill me , you see . 
(What kind o f  a gun did he have ? )  
He had s ome kin ' a  glas s , suppose to shoo t you through the glass with the gun . 

That wus suppose to kill me in twenty-f our hours . But the Lord ' s  gr ace i s  suffi
c ient for all th ings . De sp irit put me wise to it befo ' I got to  it . [ Baltimore , 
Md . ,  ( 15 7 ) , 148 : 1 . ] [ The amazing thing about this story , despite the protective 
fork , is a man risking his life for a ten-aent pieae ! ]  

63 . Now , ab out two years ago [ 19 34 ] , up here to my p lace [ farm near Hampton ,  
Virginia] ,  an aut omob il e driv [ drove ] in with f ive men into i t  and I knew them 

every one . They driv through my yard and went out and never did come 
WRAITH back . When I g o t  after them [ later ] they dis owned it . I t  was their evil 

sp irits , and they wer e j us t  as natural , and they were trying t o  do me out 
of  my p lace . [Hampton ,  Va . ,  ( 24) , Ed . ] 

64 . They used to say , when you met a spirit and they knew who it  was , they 
didn ' t  say anything to them .  When you got  home where this party lives at , they 
are there . They say , I IThat was their spirit I met then . "  They say ,  "Have you 
b een away from home tonigh t? " "I haven ' t  b een away . Why do you ask? " "Oh well , 
I didn ' t know whether you were out tonigh t or not . " [New York City , ( 6 ) , Ed . ]  

65 . I have seen men ' s  spirits , living spirits . I went to visit  an old woman 
one night and I stayed unt il ab out ten o ' clock . When I was going home a man was 
s tanding on the s treet . I knowed it was the man ' s  spirit and when I go t over a 
little drain of water and looked back he was gone . I knowed that was a spirit -
the man was living , he wasn ' t  dead , he isn ' t  dead yet . [Hamp ton , Va . , ( 2 8) , Ed . ] 

6 6 . I have heard my great-aunt say that she was driving along a dark road 
once with her daughter . While driving along she s truck a match to light her 

pipe . When she drove a li t tle farther a man s t epped out of the woods 
APPARITION wearing a full dress suit , a high silk hat , and grabb ed the horse by 

the bridle . And rear as the horse  would , he would not let him go . 
After holding the horse for about three or four minutes he le t the hors e go . My 
great-aunt explained thi s fac t by saying that it  mus t have b een her father who 
was dead and he wanted to warn her that she mus t no t s trike a match on a dark 
road b ecause some dang er might take place becaus e of her doing s o .  [Ocean Ci ty , 
Md . ,  ( 13 ) , Ed . ]  

67 . There had been a burying of a pers on and s ome of the peop le ,  that was at 
the funeral that was at enmity with the dead person , on their way home they heard 
a rus selling [ rus tling ] at the edge of the road . And when they turned to look , 
there was a man standing without a head . And they ran until they were out o f  
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b reath . Fo r the nex t few days the doctor had to a t t end them becaus e they were 
f r i gh t en . And i t  was s aid by the peop l e , tha t it was the s p i r i t  o f  tha t  dead 

pers on a f t e r  tha t man he was mad a t . [New York Ci ty , ( 1 0 ) , Ed . ;  
HEADLE S S  SPI RI T  ab ou t 191 1  in Orangeb urg Co . ,  S .  Car . ] 

6 8 .  Some t imes you s e e  a woman w i th n o  head on . S ome t ime s she 
wi ll be naked . Th at ' s  a s p i r i t . And she ' ll follow you around . And you s ay ,  "0 , 
g e t  b eh ind me S at an , "  and she w i l l  vanish o f f . [ N ew  Yo rk C i ty , ( 8) , Ed . ]  

69 . I was a g ir l  ab out s even years o ld and my mo ther had let me go to th e s e  
p eop le - th e i r  name was Kane - t o  r o c k  the b aby . An d  af t er th is b aby wen t  t o  
s l eep , h er l i t t le s is t er and I went out doors - i t  was i n  th e s ummer t ime - to 

p lay .  And the moon was shining as b r igh t as day .  Y ou could 
LOOKED LIKE JESUS s ee from one end o f  the f i eld and woods to the o ther . She 

[ the o ther girl ' s mo ther ] was in the ki t chen making l ight 
b r ead . ,And all a t  on ce I look towar ds th e b arn and I s a i d , "Oh , look Mary l 
Wha t ' s  coming ? "  And she turned around and looked and she said t o  me , "Oh , Lucy ! 
What is tha t ? "  I s aid , " I  don ' t know . " And at th a t  t ime i t  was something looked 
like Jesus . He had a wh i t e  robe throwed around Him and He wasn ' t  t ouching the 
ear th . He came from the s unr i s e  and kep t  r i s ing higher and higher and went t o  
the s uns e t .  Then we g o t  f r igh ten and run i n  th e hous e and hol lered . S o  the 
madam s ays , "What is th e ma t t er with you? " And we t o l d  her what we s een . And 
she s a i d , " I t  is a s t o ry .  You didn ' t  s ee any th ing . I t ' s  j us t  a lamp s e t t ing in 
th e window . " So next nigh t we t ried i t  again , and th e next n igh t we t r ied i t  
aga in . And I h ave never seen i t  s inc e . [ New York C i ty , ( 7 ) , Ed . ]  

7 0 . I h eard o f  a gho s t  coming in once - the re was an o ld hous e - my mo ther 
tole me th is . They was a f amily that owned th e home and th ey couldn ' t  rent it 
to anyone because p eop l e  had gone th ere to l ive and wasn ' t  ab le t o  s tay on 

account o f  ghos t s . The las t f ami ly tha t  had any tr oub l e , wh en th ey 
THEME OF went to s tay there , th e f irs t night , a dog came in and walked around 
PROTEUS the room . They tr ied to chas e h im ou t and s truck at h im and he turne� 

into a cat . And they s truck a t  i t  again and i t  turned int o  a hand , /a' 
human hand . Th e next t ime th ey took a kni f e  and cut a t  it and a c tua lly cut :i t 
then [ d rew b lood ] and then it di s app eared and th ey never s een the gh os t in the 
h ous e evermo r e . [ O cean C i ty , Md . , ( 1 8) , Ed . ; happ ened Mt . O l ive , N .  Car . ] 

7 1 . I can t ruly s ay f o r  myself tha t  I have s een a sp i r i t . I was lying in bed 
one morning and turned over and looked toward the door and the re s tood my f a ther
in-law .  I knew him well . I knew i t  was my husb and ' s  f a ther . I said , "Mer ciful 

Fa ther ! Mer c i ful ! What does father Dempsy wan t ? "  I d idn ' t  g et 
MELTED AWA Y  f r igh t ened a t  all . I s aid , "He has come f o r  s omeone , I know . " I 

never s aid anything at al l to h im ,  but when I k inda winked my eye I 
s aw h im g o  up - he me lted away . I never s aw no mo re o f  h im af ter that . He 
looked j us t  as he looked in l i f e , only he was j u s t  wh i t e . I t o l d  my husb and 
ab out i t , oh , I gues s about th ree days a f t er th at , and he s a id , "That ' s  no th ing 
s t rang e  to me . I ' m wi th al l of my dead ones mo s t  eve ry nigh t . "  He said , "Tha t 
don ' t b o ther me at all . "  And th ree month s  att er th at my husb and was taken 
s er ious ly s ick , and I s aid , "Now I know he will never g e t  up from th i s  a t t ack he 
h ad . S ee ing father Dempsy , I know he came t o  no tify me that he was go ing t o  take 
h im away . "  I t  worked out j us t as I had s een i t  would . [New York C i ty , ( 6 ) , Ed . ; 
near Elizab eth C i ty , N .  Car . } 

7 2 .  A man t o ld me th a t  you will s ee a s p i r i t o r  a gh os t as long as you look 
at i t  or seem in teres t ed in its p resenc e .  As s o on as you look away o r  b ecome 
ind if ferent , th e spec tre will van ish . [New York C i ty , ( 9 ) , Ed . ]  

7 3 .  [ My w i f e  and I on my f ir s t  hoo doo collec t ing t r ip s t ayed at th e Atlantic 
Hotel , O c e an C i ty , Maryland , wher e I in terviewed a few memb e r s  o f  th e s ta f f . One 
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o f  these men , native to the locality , acted as  my contact man . He told me the 
following story and later repeated it - as an example of what I want ed - to' a 

second man recently up from North Caro lina . What happens when an 
SUDDEN original s tory is repeated for the firs t time ? ] 

DI SAPPEARANCE [Ol'igina l. story : ]  
A man , who was drivi�g around the country , had the hab i t  of  

driving ra ther late at night . One evening b etween twelve and one he was on his 
way home , and as he was driving along the road - i t  happ ened to be  rather lonely 
along thi s part icular road - he s aw a woman s tanding there and she acted like one 
of thes e hitch-hikers . And she waved her hand and so he s topp ed . He asked her 
where she was going and she told him this particular place . He told her he would 
take her along . So this lady go t  in the car and there was one peculiar thing 
ab out it , she want ed to sit  on the b ack seat . The man no ticed that and that she 
seemed to be rather nervous . The main thing he couldn ' t unders tand was why she 
want ed to s i t  in the b ack when there was plenty of room up in front . However ,  he 
told the lady to get into the car and he would take her to the place she wanted 
to go .  So  they drove along and he didn ' t  say any thing to her . Finally he 
arrived at this house that she had spoken of . S o  this man got  out of the car 
and opened the b ack door of the car and looked ins ide and he didn ' t  see anyone 
there . Naturally he b ecame very upse t . So  he went to this hous e and rang the 
bell . A man came down . So  he told the man what had happened and the man didn ' t 
s eem to b e  at al l  dis turbed ab out it . And he said , I IThat was my wife who died 
sometime ago and quit e  a numb er of mo toris ts  have b een annoyed by having her get 
in the car and when they arrive at my house she is not  there . In that par t icular 
place where you picked her up she had been in an accident and was killed there . "  
[Ocean City , Md . , ( 13) , Ed . My no tation reads , [happened ] ItLas t winter , Feb ruary 
1936 , between Washing t on and Baltimore near a p lace called Dead Man ' s  Curve . l t ]  

[Repe ti tion of ol'igina l. s tOl'Y : ] 
7 4. I am j us t  now thinking o f  the mos t wierd gho s t  s tory that I have heard tn 

recent years . There was a man enrout e from Washing ton to Bal timore and on �/ 
way he overto ok an old lady who was walking and carrying a b asket . When- fie saw 
the old lady , the man s topped the car and asked the old lady her des t ination . 
She gave h im a certain address in Baltimore . The man drove along wi th his pass
enger and j us t  as  he was reaching Balt imore he looked back and saw that there was 
no one on the rear s eat . Where the o ld lady had been s i t t ing there was nothing . 
The man of course was very as tonished and wondered where the lady had disapp eared 
becaus e he had not s topped a t  all after he had stopp ed to p i ck the lady up . He 
hardly knew what to do . Finally , he decided to go to the address that the woman 
had given him to take her . When he reached the addres s the occupants of the 
house told him there was a woman who had once lived there by that name but that 
she had been dead three years . Of course the man did not exp lain what he had 
seen that day . [Ocean Ci ty , Md . , (18) , Ed . ;  supp osed to have happened in 1932 , 
four years ear lier . The vanishing passengel' or s tl'angel' who dis appeal'S suggests  
a folk theme . ] 

7 5. There was a fellow who was gambling . His name was Jacob B rown . A lot of 
people was g amb l ing and this Jacob Brown made a terr ible excitement by saying 
tha t if he would los t his las t dollar , he would curs e God and die . There was a 

tree that had b een b lown down and they all had this p lace where they 
IMMOBILITY were gambling right close to this tree . And after he had los t h is 

las t dollar he curs ed God and he went t o  this tree to  s it down . So 
he laid upon the log . And after laying there he could not be moved . And specta
tors went there to see him . And after viewing his body laying out on the tree , 
they p i t ied his condit ion and some tried to g et him away , and they could in no 
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ways move him . S o  one day three preachers went there to see what was the t roub le 
and so they viewed the place and the man likewise ; and they decided that they 
would cut this log [ cut out the piece of tree upon which he was lying ] in o rder 
that they could move the man away . And when they b eg an to cut , the log beg an to 
b leed ; s o  there fore , they couldn ' t move this man and so they lef t h im .  That man 
l ived accord ing to my unders tanding ab out two month s  and nob ody could move him 
o f f  o f  that log . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  ( 2 7 ) , Ed . ; happened about 1906 in 
Georgia , so my info rmant s ays - ac tually , this immobility being a folk theme in 
many forms , see Arres t at ion in FACI , Z ed . , pp . 817-18 , et c . ] 

7 6 . I know s omething about spiri ts getting thirs ty and coming and drinking . 
I f you leave a g las s o f  water overnigh t ,  don ' t dr ink out o f  i t next mo rning ; for 

they s ay ,  when i t  sets all nigh t , the sp iri ts drinks out o f  i t . Always 
THI RSTY pour that out and get fresh water for yourself so in order no t t o  drink 

after the spir i t . That ' s  what olden peop le us ed t o  say . [ New York 
City , ( 6 ) , Ed . ]  

7 7 .  [An excellent example of this b elief wil l  also b e  found in my interview 
Bee� For St . Pe te� - Whiskey And Ciga� For St . Anthony . Here we have a desperate 
s i tuation demanding excep tional power and daring to make an unwilling man run 

away from a chain gang . ] 
ALCOHOL Now , ah show yuh . I t ' s  two miles from h eah to de cemetery ovah 

FOR THE SPIRIT beyond [ S omebody ' s ]  Hill , an ' a man tole a woman tub go to de 
cemetery at fi�s t dark an ' g i t  s ome graveya�d dus t an ' fetch i t  

tuh him , an ' her husband was i n  yonder fo ' nine months o u t  chere tuh de  chain 
gang . An ' he says , "Ah wil l  have him released in t en days . "  

Ah went wi t Mag to de cemetery dat night - went round to de cemetery wi t h er 
but ah did not git  ovah in de cemetery - an ' she g o t  de g�aveya�d dus t dere ; tole 
her to go righ t  to de head o f  de grave an ' go  down in dere ab out hal f a foot an ' 
git  it , y eah , down in below de ground . Mag come back [ to wh er e Informant was -
outs ide the graveyard ]  an ' me an ' her come on back home to  mah home wh ere ah 
s tayed . 

Ah s ays , "We ll , Mag , "  I says , " did j oo g i t  chure dirt ? "  
[Mag could no t speak between h er leaving and returning home ; no one could 

ent er the g raveyard with her . ] �---
She said , "Yes . "  She showed it to me . She had it tied up' in a hand ' chief , 

Mag did - had de g�avey�d dus t t ie up in de hand ' chief dere . 
An '  ah s ays , "Well , "  ah s ays - dere ' s a fellah by de name of Ol e Man Andrew , 

he was a hoodooer an ' dat . 
She says , "Yo ' t ell Mr . Andrew ah ' 11 s ee him in de mornin ' . "  He was de hoodoo 

ah had rent ed de room from in de two-s tory buildin ' where I had a room .  
Next mornin ' Mag come ovah dere an ' s een duh ole man Andrew , an ' she g ive o le 

man Andrew , she did , de gmveya�d dus t .  Ole man Andrew tole ' em ,  says , "Ab ' ll 
use i t  j es '  as ah wanta us e  i t . "  

He s ent me den de next day after a quart o f  likker . Ah goes an ' ah g i ts de 
quart of likker fo ' him .  He gives me d e  7 5  cents - ah goes an ' g i ts de quar t  of 
likker . 

He says tuh me , he says , I I Cal , "  he s ays , I Inow , ah want chew to keep dis kin t a 
secret" - says , " ah ' m go tta fellah tuh run away from de chain gang an ' go to h is 
wife to Has tings [ ? ]  an ' g i t  her an ' go to Florida in eigh t or ten days . Yeah . 
An ' sure ' nuff dis boy come away from de chain gang tuh mah hous e  (his room in 
the docto� ' s  hous e ]  that  nigh t . 

When he ,was in there , h e  took the g�aveya�d dus t an ' put whiskey on it an ' put 
it in a b o t t l e , yeah . An '  when Mag come d e  next mornin ' he give it to Mag an ' he 
tole Mag to take that g�aveyard dus t an ' in dat wh iskey whut h e  shook up an ' use 
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i t  round h e r  bed an ' o u t  in h e r  b ack yard .  Yeah . An '  she s ai d  da t she done i t  -
she t o l e  me dat she was gon ' a  do i t . 

(Wha t will tha t do then? ) 
Dat ' fec t s  dat fellah - dat made dat fe llah g i t  away from de convict camp . He 

come to my p lace , de f i rs t t ime when he b roke out - h e  come t o  mah place an ' den 
went on up heah to Fairfax an ' him an ' Mag went tuh Florida , ah know dat much , 
an ' his t ime wasn ' t  near up . 

[ The b o t t l e  and cont ent s  i s  a hand , the whiskey is the sp i r i t ' s  p ayment for 
work t o b e  done , the g iving o f  liquor is called feeding , and the shaking i s  to 
activate and inc i t e  the drunken sp irit . My trans cr ib er heard the doato� 's name 
as Ander or Anders ; I as Andrew or Andrews . ]  [ Waycros s , Ga . , ( 11 20 ) , 179 7 : 3 . ] 

7 8 . [An alcohol-loving sp irit or the a l cohol spirit i t s e l f  has no s c rup les 
ab out as s i s t ing with a dPinking spe l l . } 

We ll , it ' s  a lady doesn ' t  s t ay s o  far from me . I t  was a lady liked her hus 
b and an ' she couldn ' t  g i t  him b ecaus e her husb and loved her more than he did her . 

S o  she framed up a way to g i t  him away from her . So she goes an ' 
DRINKING SPELL g i t s  some liquor an ' she t e l ls dis lady , s ay , " Come ovah tuh mah 

hous e an ' have a d rink . " Co ' s e  d is lady went ovah there an ' she 
had s omep in put in ther e , an ' that has been ab out two - two an ' a ha l f  years ago .  
An '  s o  ever s ince that la dy t ook that drink she go t  t o  de p lace she j es t  can ' t  
s top drinking - drinking - drinking . Wherever she goes [ t o  a doato� ] , they all 
tells her that i t ' s a drinking spell ' s  b e en put on her tuh make her s t ay drunk to 
make her husb and leave her . An '  so she s ays , "We ll ,  ah kinda though t tha t  b e
caus e ah knows tha t  ah can ' t  s t op dr inking - j es t  dr ink all de t ime" - so she 
asked him [ a  doato� ] , s ay , "Whut kin ah do to s t op me f rom dr inking ? "  [ S t . 
Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 16 23 : 1 . ] 

79 . [ There i s more than one way to cas t a d�nking spe l l . ] 
But ah do know dis fo ' a t rue fac t . Yo ' kin take a per s on ' s pho tog r aph - if 

he nevah dr inked a dr op of whiskey b e fo '  in his l i f e  - an ' turn i t  down ovah a 
litt le small glass o f  wh iskey , s omepin like a wineg lass , an '  let i t  s t ay there 
un t i l  de whis key fade dat photograph , an ' dat p er s on will drink h i s s e l f  to death . 

( Th is wh iskey mus t touch the photograph - you mus t put i t  righ t over there ? ) 
No s ir - not touch i t . �.-
( Jus t so the fumes wi ll come up ? )  /// 
Yes s i r . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1175) , 1986 : 4 . ] / 

80 . I know a lady a t  home had a husb and who would drink a l o t s  - he s tayed 
drunk all the t ime . Someone told her i f  sh e went out to th e graveyard and go t 
some dirt o f f  o f  a drunkard ' s  grave and sprinkled i t  in s ome o f  his f ood , tha t 
that would cur e him . And a f terwards she did . I t  didn ' t  exa c t ly cure him ,  but 
it kind of s topped it . [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( 83 ) , 2 : 7 ;  collected Fri . , De c .  4 ,  19 36 , 
from Mary E .  Henders on , t ea cher b orn Nans emond Co . ,  Va . ,  where it happ ened . ]  

81 . Years ago in the days o f  my grandmo ther - my grandmother died b e fore 
f re edom was decla red . I never saw her . I only heard her s tory from my mo ther . 
They built thei r  hous es out o f  logs . There was j us t  a front door . They had 

nothing on the f loor but the dir t . The logs were laid 
BLOOD FOR THE SPIRIT close tog ether on top o f  each o ther to form the walls . 

They didn ' t  even have shing les th en . The logs were hewed 
on each s ide and laid clo s e  tog e ther for the roof so the wat e r  would run o f f . 
Then they made lit t le b ed s  in each corner ,  like a she l f , near the ground . We 
would call them b unks . In one corner they would have for a tab le .  The chimney 
was in the b ack of the hous e oppos i t e  the door . They had no windows . 

They [ the chimneys ] were mad e o f  clay . The c lay was mixed up , pine s traw put 
in i t  t o  make it s t ick . Jus t daub it . And they made the chimney like a pen wi th 
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small s t icks , two rows going this way and one in the b ack , and this [ the fourth 
or front s id e ]  was le f t  open . That was the firep l ace . When they got up a cer
tain distance [ ab ove the f ireplace opening le f t  in the form ]  it  was a pen with 
four corners . They made i t  as high as the house was .  They filled i t  [ the doub le 
walls of the p en ]  with clay and s traw .  In the firep lace was a iron oven and an 
iron pot . They had some thing in the middle of  the f irep lace [ c rane ] they hung 
the pot on , with the f ire under it . The oven had a iron door . The ovens were 
iron and made flat . They put b read in there and b ake it , and po tatoes .  

This house whenever i t  was complet ed they ki lled a cal f . I f  they had sheep , 
they would kill a little lamb to let the b lood go  wherever it was killed , let the 
earth drink it up .  This lamb was barbecued in f ront of the door . All of their 
friends and neighbors would come and have a feas t there . They did that entering 
a new family to the house . They kill it righ t near the house . The b lood was tes 
on the g round , the ground drinks it up , near the hous e they were dedicating to 
the f ami ly . Now that I have b een reading the Bib le , I can s ee that the o lden 
peop le we re taking that from the Bib le . I t  was on the l ines of the B ib le but 
they didn ' t  understand i t  as they do today . The Israelit es were told to kill a 
cert ain lamb and put it on their door f aces . The olden p eop l e  were j us t  doing it 
in their way the best they coul d . 

In our neighborhood [ Orangeburg County , S outh Carolina ] in erecting a home , 
building a new house to l ive in , you always are supp osed in one o f  the f ront 
pillows [pil lars ] of  the house to fold the Holy B ib le , wrap it carefully in oil 
cloth , that will protect it , put it in a s ti f f  pas t eboard , and lay i t  in the 
holler [hollow ]  of the f ront pillow of  the house . This is supposed to b e  a p ro
tection s ent from God on your home . And you are supposed to live happ ily there . 
This is one of  the cus t oms . [New York City , ( 10) , Ed . ]  

8 2 . This happened in 19 1 7  in the City of Petersburg , Virg inia , on Whych [ 1 ] 
S tree t  in a sect ion of  the town called Glanvi lle [ ? ] . I was in the cus tom of 
coming home each nigh t - after f inishing work - and get t ing to a part icular 

corner and wait ing on a f riend of mine . Then we would b o th p roceed 
FOOTFALLS on until we got  to C lutchf ields Laundry . That ' s  where another friend 

worked . Then the three of  us would proceed on home together . Th is 
b oy that worked at Clutchf ields was killed in an automob ile wreck . Several 
months after , on a rainy nigh t we were coming home and we heard foo t falls . They 
were following us . We looked and could not s ee any thing . Then we thought the 
ref lect ion on the s treet lamp s  hid the p erson from our view .  S o  we stopped and 
t ried to  look under the glare of  the ligh t to see if we could not see what i t  was 
that was following us . We didn ' t see anything . We walked a little  fur ther and 
we s topped again . As we stopped the foo t f alls s topped . We walke d  ab out three 
more b locks and thes e foot falls cont inued . They f ollowed us until they got to 
where this b oy always us ed to turn . From there we didn ' t hear it any mor e . �o 
I spoke of this when I got home to an old man , a man that had fought in the 9ivi1 
War , and he said that ' s  something peop le hear anyt ime . That there ' s  a crater 
that ' s  on the righ t  hand side of Whych S treet and there were many soldiers kl11ed 
in there . Peop le s ee things and hear things mos t  any time o f  nigh t . [ Ocean \ 
City , Md . ,  ( 1 4 ) , Ed . ]  

83 . I went t o  Pit tsburgh from Staunton , Virginia , and my husband had rented 
me a house there . So  one night while I was se tting there sewing , I was v ery much 
dis turbed about my children , so I s ent the girl I had living with me ups tairs to 
look after them . She came down and said , '�rs . Baker ,  what is the mat ter wi th 
you? " She s aid , "The children is al l righ t . "  So after awh ile in ab out ten or 
f i f t.een minutes I heard someone put the key in the door and unlock i t . But no 
one had a key but my husb and . So  I heard the tip s  [ tip toes ] going up the s tep s  -
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you could hear the steps cracking. So I said to Mr. Davis and Mr. Walker, they 
were boarding with me, "Do you hear that?" And they said, "Yes." And Mr. Davis 
said, "That ain't nobody but Bummie" - that's what they called my husband. And 
I say, "Oh, he would not do that." So we got up and we went upstairs to look and 
see what was going on. Well, I didn't see anything. I didn't hear anything up 
there. I said to Mr. Davis and Mr. Walker, "I guess that's a token of the man 
who lives on the third floor, for his wife." She had gone to the hospital. In 
the meantime then I had forgot my own people. And in a week's time my husband 
was sick and died. And I never believe anything that that was a token of his 
death. [New York City, (7), Ed.] 

84. Ah knowed a lady one time, her son he got killed on de railroad out here 
and nobody knowed how he got killed, and she always believe dat a fellah dat he 
had put in jail one time did it - see, had pushed him in front of de train. So 

she would go out to some grave ev'ry night and git at de head of 
BOTTOMLESS PIT dis grave and dig a hole right at de head of dis grave and put 

her hands down in dere and she would give all kind of prayers -
prayers fer him to come back alive and haunt dis man. 

Well, it's a man he was night watchman out here at de railroad yard himself. 
Well, one night, he would sleep like, he would jest seem to go to sleep on de 
switch all de time and nearly wreck de trains all de time. See. And he never 
did befo', but nights she wouldn't go out dere, like nights when it rained, he 
would be all right. But ev'ry night she'd go out dere, he would always have some 
kind of accident happening to him. So one night she was there and he was walking 
down de railroad yard and she was out at de graveyard. People says she was out 
dere, dey'd seen her out dere, for she lives right cross from it, out heah on 
Union Street. And they said that he was walking down de railroad yard when he 
had stepped in a hole, a big deep hole, and he kept fallin' and kept fallin' and 
nevah seen him no more. But dey always said when de walked through dat yard on a 
dry night dey always could hear him hollering dey really could hear him hollering 
nights like that. 

(He actually disappeared right there?) 
He disappeared - dey found his lattren [lantern] an' all by a hole dere. De 

people dey tried to fill dat hole up but dey never could fill dat hole up. [Here 
is the bottomless pit of Revelation (King James Version), 9:11,11:7,17:8,20:1&3.] 
[Jacksonville, Fla., (562), 699:9.] 

85. This woman lived on the same street I lived on. Her husband was sick and 
dying, and he told her, he said, "When I cross Jordan River I am going to let you 

know. " And she asked him how she was to know. And he said 
CROSS JORDAN RIVER his whole frame was going to shake when he was crossing. And 

when he died, he was dead about one-half hour, and just ,shook 
so hard until the bed shook with him. [New York City, (1), by hand; abouti9l0 
in Wilmington, N. Car.] ;, 

86. There was a whipping post at the Bloody Angle before the [Civil] Wa� . 
Slaves were sometimes whipped to death there and they would come back singing. 

It was about a mile from Spotsylvania Court House. [Informant, 
SINGING SLAVES thirteen years old when Civil War began, was born in what became 

the Bloody Angle during battles of Spotsylvania Court House, May 
8-21, 1864; battle at Bloody Angle, May 12 . ] [Fredericksburg, Va., (44), Ed.] 

87. I'll tell you this one, it's an actual fact. A family of people that had 
two boys, they were poor people it's true, and the city in which they lived you 
could sell most anything to the junk dealer - rags, bones, iron, tin, glass 
bottles and the silver paper in cigarette packages. This boy had a habit of 
picking up bones. Where he went to get his bones was an old burying-ground that 
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had went down and he did not know it. Everybody thought that when they changed 
this burying-ground they removed all the bodies but it wasn't so. 

MOANING BONES So one night this boy had been out collecting bones and he had 
it in a crocus bag - that's the same as a potato bag [gunny bag 

or sack] - and he wanted to hide them, so he put them under his mother's bed. 
Around about midnight his mother and father heard a moaning and groaning all 
over the house. They couldn't locate it. They came back in their room and it 
was still moaning. So they looked under the bed and there was this bag. They 
pulled it out and the father shook the bones out on the floor and they were 
still moaning. That's the way he recognized them as human bones. So he woke 
his son up and made him take those bones out that time of the night. The next 
morning he asked him where did he get them from. He showed him. He tole him 
from now on don't never bring a bone from here near the house for this used to 
be a burying-ground. [Fredericksburg, Va., (54), Ed.; at Richmond, Va., 1911. 
My informant was the boy.] 

88. I heard of a woman, she wanted people to move out de house next do' to 
'er, cuz dey always kep' too much noise. She used to at night git up an' go out 
to de graveyard an' come back with dis yere graveyard dust dat ah tole yo' befo'. 

She used to take it an' take an' sling it all up against de 
SCREAMS AND NOISES windahs on de porch an' dat would bring such a damp an' musty 

oder into de house until it made all dose people re'l sickly 
feelin' all de time. De always wus hearin' a Iota screams an' noises in de house 
until dey had to move out. [Jacksonville, Fla., (562), 700:4.] 

89. When I was a little boy [in 1860] I was praying an old-fashioned prayer 
the colored people used to pray. They went to the graveyard to get their souls 
converted. I went and prayed on a man's grave that was buried that day and I 

heard him moving and knocking on the coffin. I never paid no 
COFFIN KNOCK attention. 

[The knocking or beating on the coffin, once a common expression, 
survived in a few love divinations also about extinct - s ee FACI, 2ed., p.39l. 
For praying in the graveyard and conversion, see my experience at Tyree Church 
in Introduction.] [Hampton, Va., (24), Ed.] 

90. My mother died and I didn't like to stay with strangers and I went to 
this lady's house to work. And while I was getting supper one night, this noise! 
something fell very hard upstairs and jarred the house so, that Mrs. J. and her 

mother, her sister-in-law and a fellow by the name of Ed and myself, 
MYSTERIOUS all armed and went up, thinking because there were valuable things it 

DOOR the house, that someone had broke in, but there wasn't a thing could 
be seen on the floor anywhere. Lots of times when I used to go up t( 

make this young man's bed I had to pass a room they called the Red Room. Every
thing in there was red, partly red. Every time I got against this door, th� dOOl 
would open. But I didn't see no one come out. And I was afraid to go down \be
cause I would have to call some of them down there to see me down the steps. \" An( 
many many times they used to see soldiers marching across the garden. And that 
house was supposed to be han'ted. They used it for a hospital in the time of thE 
[Civil] War. That's about five miles from Brandy Station [Culpeper Co., Va.]. 
[New York City, (7), Ed.] 

91. If your door opens and shuts, some of your [dead] relatives are passing 
through the house. [Fredericksburg, Va., (58), Ed.] 

92. If you leave the house and lock the door and go away and come back and 
find it open, after awhile you'll wonder, "What's the matter? I'm sure I locked 
that door. Every time I come back the door is open." You get it in your mind 
somebody has died here and they didn't want anyone to come back in here to live. 
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It want s it to remain jus t as they left it. Their family has got out and tbey 
feel the hous e should stay emp ty. [New York City, (6) ,  Ed. ] 

37 

93. On the Old Dominion Lines a boy, a room steward, s topped a passenger and 
told him to go forward , for what reason I don ' t know and the captain met him on 
the starboard s ide and asked him what did he want . And the man that [was ] told 

to go forward said he was looking for a room . The captain sent 
SPIRIT ABOARD the boy back with the passeng er and he went down to the s econd 

deck and op ened the room, left the p as senger outside, put the 
baggage in, locked the door and lef t  the key in. The passenger stopp ed and was 
talking to someone right near there. When he went to the door the door was 
lo cked and the key gone . They never did find that key . They accus ed the boy of 
taking i t . They s ent for the chief engineer to open the door . When they opened 
the door the baggage was scat tered all over the room and the b eds unmade and 
everything upside down. And everything was all right when the boy left the room. 
Here ' s  what the boys thought about it. That was the Jamestown under Captain 
Tapley . She got into a big s torm and around Bos ton Light, b e fore they g o t  to 
Bos ton , thi s was several trips before this [the present story] happened , and 
they los t two passengers and they were in this room . And they thought the ghost 
of those p eople done i t . [Hampton, Va . ,  (23 ) ,  Ed. ; about 1 89 5. ]  

9 4 . If  yo ' kill a man - he's lookin ' yo' in yore eyes an ' yo ' kill 'im - an ' 
he lookin ' at yo ' an ' dey come back, yore picture will b e  in his eyes an '  dey kin 

t el l  who done de deed. [ Faye tt eville, N .  Car . , (139 8) , 2 5 18 : 6 . ] 
EYES OF CORPSE 9 5. (Ab out thos e eyes? ) 

I made a mistake - I said a nickel, I wanted to say a s ilver 
dime . Like it be - you ' d  kill a man and you ' d  start on off. Somebody done get 
to h im and take and roll his eyes back and put a silver dime on each one of his 
eyes - this man h e  cannot g et out of exis tence. He ' ll try, but he ' ll get  caugh t 
before he can get away . 

(Well, who - oh, they put thes e dimes over the dead man ' s  eyes . )  
Over the dead man's eyes . [New Orleans, La . ,  (866) , 140 4:1.] 
9 6 . Jes '  lak if ah walk in heah an' shoot a person ; well, all dey have tub do 

is look at de person ' s  eyes - take mah p icture from his eyes , an ' evah which way 
he b e  lookin ' dat ' s  de way ah ' m  goin ' . 

(The way that dead man ' s  looking, that  is the direction yo ' ve gone ? )  
Yes. [Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1460), 2650:4. ] 
97 . I f  yo ' kin git de b lood, i f  yo ' kin g it  a shirt - [anything ] dat got 

blood on his garment where he g o t  killed - i f  yo ' kin git a piece of that, take 
it  an ' git a aig, j est a aig, an ' bury it in his han', an ' open his eye up first 
an ' look in his eye, den take that  aig an ' put it in his han ' ,  an ' dey say dat de 
person whut kilt him will appeah be fo' yo ' in his eye, will appeah b efo ' ' em  in 
his eye . An' put dis heah piece of his garment whut ' s  got his b lood on it  - say, 
yo ' tack it to de no'th side of yore hous e . An '  dat person'WjJ��ome b ack whut 
kilt dis person, dey will come right to yore hous e . [Memph is, Tenn . ,  (1523) , 
2716:5 . ]  

9 8 .  Somet imes i t  looks like they [a corpse ] are looking . Their eyes are wide 
op en . I have heard people say they are looking for their loved ones . [ New York 
City, (7) . ]  

99. Don ' t  visi t the graveyard and look upon them too oft en . They say i t  
dis turb s them . Short ly they wi ll come back after you . I f  you keep a looking and 
a looking , they are coming b ack after you soon . You soon go. That ' s  very true . 
You ' ll soon go . [New York City, (6), Ed . ]  

100. Dere wus a man in slavery time - he went, s tarted to cross de woods. In 
slavery - mah cousin wus one de slaves , an' he come in de hous e an ' he says, 
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"Boss, ah see a head bone down heah in de woods an' dis head bone said, "Turn 
yore teeth towards de" - nuthin' dere but de head bone, all wus gone but de head 

bone. De head bone talked to dis colored fellah an' tole him when he 
HEAD BONE passed - it wus layin' down on de ground as he passed - it say, "Tell 

[him] mah teeth called me out chere." Well, dat means - tell 'im 
[boss, overseer or master] de teeth caused de head bone tuh be out dere, yo' see. 

(Caused the head bone to be out there?) 
Oat's right - tuh be out dere. 
An' so he said, "Well, ah'm gonIa tell de boss, dat ah see a head bone out 

chere an' it say, "Mah teeth called me out chere." 
All right, he went on an' he says, "Boss," say, "ah see a head bone out yondah 

in de woods says, 'Tell lim mah teeth called me out chere.' An' want chew tuh go 
out dere an' see." 

All right. [he] said, "John, if dat head bone don' say, 'Tell lim mah teeth 
called me out chere,' ah'm gon' a kill yo' • " 

"Yassuh, Boss, dat head bone will talk." 
All right. Den he went out wit de Boss - dis dapky went on out in de woods 

where de head bone wus, an' dis Boss took de head bone teeth an' kicked de head 
bone an' de head bone wus silent. He says, "John, didn't ah tell yo' ef dat head 
bone didn't talk ah wus gon'a kill yo'?" 

He say, "Yassuh, Boss, hit gon'a talk good an' plenty." 
So he kicked de head bone an' de head bone didn't 'gin say nuthin'. 
Well, all right. Den he said, "Well, John, ah say ah wus gon' a kill yo' if 

dis head bone didn't talk." So de Boss turn roun' an' killed John. An' when he 
kill John, de head bone say, "So mah teeth called yo' out chere, too." So both 
of 'em wus dead. See, tellin' him his teeth called him out heah . 

[This device is frequent - the attribution of a well-known story or folktale 
to oneself or relative or acquaintance; here a cousin.] [Florence, S. Car., 
(13ll), 2322:7.] 

101. De lady next do' tuh me - it's some kin'a man dat curses her, it's a 
evil spirit, an' wherever she goes he's always using bad language tuh her an' 
saying things to her, putting all kind of things into her head. She went to 

someone an' they told her that it's a evil spirit that someone 
A CURSING SPIRIT had worked on her, an' she asked him if he could cure it an' 

he tole her, yes. Well, he went in de house an' he asked her 
fo' some salt, an' she gave him some salt an' she gave him some sulphur an' two 
drops of heapts coZogne. Well, he put that in thar an' he tole her to put it in 
de corner an' every night say some kinta word over that stuff. An' so she tole 
me last night at mah home that she was gittin' rid of it - said she jest kin hear 
him now whisperin', and she said the man tole her that in a few days she wouldn't 
hear him at all. 

(She can't see this man at all?) 
She can't see him but she kin hear him. ---
(Well, what - just what do they think this thing is that is bothering/�) 
Dey think it's a evil spirit that someone got from de graveyard. [St. Peters-

burg, Fla., (1006), 1622:1.] 
102. He said once when he wus young [about 1867] follerin' the water, he say 

there wus some man put bad luck on lim. An' he say he fell overboard twice. An' 

he say he went to some place, he said, to a fortune teller. Said he [fortune 
teller] told him that a man had put bad luck on 'im, becuz if he 

MOCKING SPIRIT fell overboard three times, he said, he would be drown. An' he 
told 'im when he come home for to go to the church an' to the 

freshest grave an' get a pocketful of new clay. He wus to wear that in his 
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pocket until it wasted away. An' he went out there an' got a pocketful of,new 
clay, an' when he left - he [fortune teller] told 'im that he would hear some
thing to the church for a long ways, he said, the further he walked - an' when 
he left the church, why, he heard a laugh until he got home. An' after he wus 
home, then, he said it disappeared. An' he said all at once sound like he heard 
some lumber fall right in the yard. [Deal Island, Md., (?), 22:5.] 

103. Once upon a time I heard the story that a man - two men were at variance 
with each other and one of the men died. After two or three months this living 

man was passing along the road near this house where the other 
ATTACK BY SPIRIT man that was dead did live . And all of a sudden he imagined he 

saw something and kinda hesitated, and something slapped him, 
and his head became one-sided and he had to move through life that way. He was 
never able to turn his head around straight again. [New York City, (10), Ed.] 

104. (This is the old witch who wouldn't come around to see me?) 
Yes sir. 
(What did she do?) 

She went to de graveyard an' went to a new grave, and she run her 
TERRIFY 'EM hand down in de dirt, way down about up to her elbow, and got her 

a handful of dirt, three handful of dirt, put it in a tin cup, an' 
then, she taken a penny an' put it down in de hole to pay de spirit fer de dust 
dat she took from de grave dirt, an' it had to be a wicked person wus buried dah. 
An' she went on den an' fixed de dirt an' made some bluestone dust. An' she put 
de bluestone dust an' de graveyard dust togethah, an' den she went to de church 
an' dusted it all around in de church. An' de people got so angry an' got so -
an' she said to de ghost, "Go theah an' terrify 'em, terrify 'em." An' de ghost 
went to de church an' jis' kept ever'body confused all de time in dah an' de 
preacher had to leave. 

[A note on my original transcription reads, "Informant repeating a story he 
had just heard about a woman who wouldn't come to see me." This was just about 
the first colored witch or hoodoo who refused to meet me; also first boy friend 
or girZ friend to investigate me for the professional worker - Bee Introduction.] 
[Wilmington, N. Car., (159), 158:1; happened in S. Car.] 

105. I heard a church member said dere's a ole man in de church where he were 
a member - he ain't got much confidence in 'em now 'cause dey did dat - ole man 
da'd [that would] git mad at anybody at church; you know, he'd fall out with ' em. 
Well, he'd go to de graveyard an' reach his han' as far in dere as he could, an' 
he'd git some dirt jis' off, jis' as near de coffin as he could, an' wrap it up, 
[and] bring it back. Well, he'd put it in somepin thin, cheesecloth or somepin 
or othah, an' put it in each pocket, in his coat pocket. An' he'd go to church 
you know, until de preacher git to preachin', you know, an' dat de people git to 
shoutin', why he jis' git to shoutin' an' go right aroun' near dis person [he's 
mad at] , you know, an' jis' let dis dus' - it would jis' fly so it'll, a '� 
lot of people would inhale it, an' dey'd git so sometime dey'd git to coughin'." 
Well, dey say, if you git enough of it, it'd kill 'em. [Wilmington, N. Car., 
(215), 20 8:1; Darien, Ga., 1896. ] 

106. Well, you've seen dat in de graveyard - you seen where dere one stick 
standin' up on dis end [of the grave], de haid [the headboard], an' one on dis 
end [the footboard]. Well, she'll take his name - she'll know his name, an' I 

guess she'll get somebody to do dat, because she'll be scared to 
WORRY 'EM UP go dere aroun' two a' clock in de night, see. She'll get somebody 

to go dere an' jes' call his name - his name John, Will or somepin 
another - an' say, "Will, I take dat foots toll [footboard]," an' turn it over an' 
say, "Well, I turn you haid over heel, in de Name of the Lord, therefore, dat 
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He ' ll  find you an' bring you back to  me , In the Ncone of de Lord" -
(Say that slower . )  [ She was speaking this incantation so fas t I could hardly 

unders tand her . ] 
Well , dis way . "John, I turn you" - you take dis foots toll [footboard] jist 

like dis [ demons trates] , an ' you turn it  over an ' say , "As I turn you haid over 
heel, therefore I don ' t  want you to refus e , an ' bring you b ack to me an ' make you 
love me , In the Name of de Lord , Our Saviour , Jesus Chris t . "  
, Well , you s tick dis one [the foo tb oard ] here [at the h ead of ] de grave where 

de haidb oard had been, an ' you take dis one [the headboard] an ' turn dis one over 
[ and say ] , "I turn you haid over heel , therefore if you refuse, an ' make you love 
me an ' come back to me , In de Name of de Lord , Our Saviour, Jesus Chris t. " 

Well , he'l l [the man acting for the woman will] run his hand down in de middle 
of dat grave an '  he'll take some of dat dirt , a handful of  dat dirt out de grave .  
Well , dat'll b e  about dat deep . 

(A hole as deep as - up to the elbow . ) 
Take a handful of dat dirt out an ' af ter you get  a handful o f  dat dirt out , 

den he'll drop three pennies in dat grave jest for the spirit ,  an ' [say , ]  "I ' s  
[ I has] pay you t o  work for me , In de Name of de good Lord , Our Saviour , Jesus 
Christ . "  An ' he ' ll walk righ t  aroun ' dat grave three t imes an ' he wouldn ' t  look 
back . An '  he would take dat dirt an ' he ' d  throw dat dirt up in de air an ' say , 
"Go , spiri t , an ' worry ' em up , an ' bring ' em  back , In de Name of de Lord . Go to 
de wes t , eas t , north an ' south , de four corners of de world an ' wheresomever you 
may b e . "  He'll come . 

An' if he righ t in dat town , you don ' t have to  do dat but twice ; i f  he ' s out 
dat town , you go t ta do it nine times, nine nights . You go dere after twelve 
a ' clock , b etween twelve an' one . Den , I don ' t care where he ' s  at, he ' ll always 
contended [contented ] with ' er on his mind . He ' ll come where she ' s  at . I don't 
care where he ' s  at , unless he ' s  in jail .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 23) , 2 14:1 . ]  

101 . Jes' lak if a pers on botherin ' yo ' , yo ' go to a graveyard where a sinful 
person is an' git dirt off  their grave an ' put it undah a person ' s  step an ' that 
hag will worry demo Oat ' s  whut chew call a jack mulatta. 

(You mean jack-o ' -lantern ? )  
JACK MULATTA No , jest lak if ah wanta tantilize somebody an ' ah know s omebody 

died dat ' s  a evil person , well ah go to their grave an ' git dirt 
from there an ' throw it undah de hous e .  We ll , dat ' s  whut yo ' call a jack mulatta 
an' it ' ll come in jes ' lak a hag would - would ride yo ' tuh dea th an ' tanti lize 
yo ' an ' de person fo ' who ah put it dere couldn ' t  even rest. 

(But this doesn ' t  ride you? ) 
I t  doesn ' t  ride yo '  but it  jes ' somep in dat tantilize yo '  tuh death - nobody 

couldn ' t  see  it but chew . [Sumter , S .  Car. , (1340) , 2 3 11 : 9.] 
108 . Jes' lak dere was someone in de crowd dat yo ' was trying to find out 

who did it , killed him , yo' could turn him on his face an ' let ev ' ry man tetch 
him , an ' de man dat killed him , when he tetch him de wound 

AVENGES OWN DEATH will s tart to b leedin' agin . [Waycross ,  Ga . , (10 61) , 1121:5 . ]  
109 . Now , if a man was to g et kilt in my hous e an ' it was a 

crowd there . Now ,  if I want anyb ody found out who kilt  that man , I wouldn' t let 
nobody come out of my house .  I gi t  me a s traw [ demons trates] an ' break it an ' 
make a cross - jis '  lak this , right across his forehead , an ' let ev'ryone of dem 
s tep over this man whut ' s  dead . Well , now , when de right one s t epped over this 
man whut ' s  dead , well then de nos e begins bleeding - that ' s  him . [Memphis, 
Tenn . , (912) , 1513:13. ] 

110 . A white man killed another white man in slavery time - had ki lled him 
for years . An '  one day they was riding ' long an ' he says , "Thare zem pones - I 
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killed dat fellah ten or fifteen or twenty years ago." An '  de other fellah says 
tuh him, "Aw hush, git down an' let's see yo' tetch 'em." An '  dey say. when he 
touched de bones, de blood come out - out that bone, an' he had him 'rested. An' 
that was de evidence - dat blood. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1003), 1619:5.] 

Ill. Yo' take him lak yo' fixin' tuh bury him an' yo' turn him on his face. 
Well, yo' see if that man is on his face an' yo' bury dat man, de man or woman 
dat killed him, she's worried until she goin' soon come up an' it ain't goin' be 
ovah nine days 'fore she goin' come up an' give herself up. 

(How did you say they carry him out of the house?) 
Jes' lak if dere's a windah on dis side - well, jes' lak a windah dis heah, 

yo' take him out dis windah on dis side. No, don't chew take him out de do'. 
Carry him out either one dese windah but don't take him dis way. Let him be 
goin' dis way, where de sun set at. Don't nevah take him where de sun rise -
it's not goin' work as fast. But if yo' put him on his face an' carry him out 
de way de sun go down, it won't be nine days 'fore she goin' come back. 

(You carry him out the door, though?) 
No suh, don' take him out de do'. Yo' wanta put him out de windah - take his 

body out de windah. Let him be on his face an' take his body out de windah. 
[Fayetteville, N. Car., (1423) , 2568:1.] 

112. Well, you can find that out very easily. If I killed you and it seemed 
to be hard fer anybody to understand how it was done and who done it. See, you 
won't be naked, you bound to have some clothes on. They'll strip your clothes 
right off and put 'em to de side and get ready fer to lying you out as a corpse -
you know, take 'em and stretch 'em right out right in de casket and lay you right 
on top of 'em. And I don't care where you are or where I am - if I've kill yuh, 
why I'm bound to be coming dere, and the moment I comes near, why the blood will 
gush out chure mouth and nose. It's not necessary to have the law do anything to 
me at all after dis, because I can't stay here. You bound to take me along with 
you. [Charleston, S. Car., (514), 596 : 3 ; Doato� Glover.] 

113. Git chew a fresh ya�d aig an' tie it in his right han' an' bury him on 
his face. Now, dat happen right chere about fo' yeahs ago, right at dis basin 
[dock for ships along Mississippi River] befo' dey closed it in. A colored 

fellah kilt a girl dere an' got away, an' her mothah didn't know whut tuh do. 
So she sent ovah tuh mah house an' got me. So ah says, "Yo' got any chickens 
roun' heah?" 

She say, "De lady nex' do'." 
Ah says, "Tomorrah git me a fresh ya�d aig." Ah says, "Does yo' min' buryin' 

dis gurl on her face?" 
She says, "No, ah' 11 bury her any way if ah kin find de fellah." 
She put de yard aig in her han' dis-a-way an' shet her han' up on it an' tied 

a han'ke'chef ovah it an' buried her on her face. In twenty-four hours he come 
right dere where he chunked her ovahbo'd an' dis white fellah, de night watchman 
out dere, caught him. He carried him ovah dere an' called up de law at dis Union 
Station, an' the law took him ovah to the gurl's mothah's house. Den the girl's 
mothah went an' had de gurl redug up an' buried on her back. Dey broke his neck 
outen dis jail out heah. [New Orleans, La., (1566), 2871:6.] 

114. Ef he killed dis man, you'd git chew a pint of likkah an' lay it right 
in his breast - crossways in de grave an' dat man cain't stay 'way from dat 
grave - right across his breast in dat grave an' de man dat killed him, ef he's 
gone away - don't keer where he done go - he kin go to de No' th Pole - dat' 5 - __ ,_ 
'bout fer as yo' kin go, to de Eskimo. Well, ef he get ovah to de Eskimo den a�' 
his life is spared an' he git back, he comin' right smack to dat same graveyard, 
an' he jes' walk around dat grave. Yo' ain't got to hunt fer de man 'tall - jes' 
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[take a] turn around dat grave. [Savannah, Ga., (542), 673:1.] 
115. To make him follow him, they'll go to the woods and they'll get a green 

switch, which they call a weeping willow switch. See. They place it into the 
dead man's hand and they talk to this dead man and tell him whoever killed him, 
in nine days time he must whip this person to death. 

Or, they'll bust a quart of whiskey on the coffin of the person and then they 
will also talk to this person and tell them whoever did this trick to whip them. 
See. And then after they bury the person, they'll plant maybe peas on their 
grave. See. And when them peas come up, wherever you are, if the law doesn't 
get you, why you are compelled to die. [Savannah, Ga., (539), 661:1.] 

SPIRITS WITH SPECIAL FORMS 

116. I was going through a piece of pines one night - as usually in the 
summertime, I was tired and throwed myself down by the path by a tree. So this 
night I started out and I heard a stamping on the ground just as though it were 

a horse right by the tree I was going to. And I advanced a little more. 
HAUNTED It didn't only stamp and go like a horse, but it seems as though there 

TREE was a quick flash around the tree. It seems though it jarred de ground. 
So I stopped. By and by I started again - the same noise. I started 

again - the same noise. Then I got out of there pretty quick. My hair was all 
standing up like that [demonstrates}. It was real. I didn't see anything. The 
moon was shining so bright - like this electric light [in my study - late after
noon, March, 1936}. I went to the nearest house I could get to. I told the old 
man about it and stayed there all night. He said, "How Pres, don't you know that 
place is ha'nted?" I said, "No, I didn't know." So I stayed all night. I don't 
know why that tree was ha'nted. [New York City, (11), Ed.; Albermarle Co., Va.] 

117. The man was murdered on a certain spot of ground and a tree came up and 
grew there, and for years afterwards, anytime anyone would strike it or bruise it 
in any way, there was a peculiar voice that they could hear. The tree would moan 
as if it were being mistreated. The people watched it and watched it, and after 
a long time an older person came along and told them, "Right along here such-and
such a-one was murdered. There was no tree there then." That was why this tree 
was so peculiar. [New York City, (10), Ed.; Orangeburg Co., S. Car., see FACI, 
1st ed., No.lO,50B; 2ed., Nos.15426-l5429.] 

lIB. This happened near Battleboro, North Carolina. My uncle - was my 
grandmother's brother - had to watch the team while they was eating in a meadow 
that was almost grown up. There was a giant oak tree that stood in the meadow. 
He used to climb in this tree and sit on the branches. One day while he was 
sitting in this tree and watching his master's team while they grazed, the tree 
started to moan. He jumped out of the tree and ran into the house just as fast 
as he could. His master built a fence around this tree and charged people to 
come in and grew to be a very rich man. People from all over the country would 
come to this tree. [Ocean City, Md., (14), Ed.; see preceding refs. to FACI.] 

119. I saw a ghost one night. I was going up the Riprap Road. A big mul
berry tree was on the ditch bank. When I got right opposite tree a man came 
out from under this tree. I didn't see no man when I was going up to the tree 
but when I got there he walked right out on this side, my left side. He said to 
me "Where are you going?" I said, "I'm going home." He said, "It's a fineo-----.. 
evening isn't it?1I I said, IIYes." So then - he had on a brand-new pair of 
shoes, a brand-new broadcloth suit, a hard-bosom white shirt, a black high-top 
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hat. I and him walked on. When I got up to Spring, I said to him, "I'm going to 
turn into Spring Street.1I So then he said, "I'm going this way.1I And then he 
tipped his hat to me and said, "Good evening." So the house where I was going 
at, not being far from the corner, I went to the fence and called the woman to 
give her her lodge card. She came to the door and said, "Who were you talking 
to?1I I said, "I was talking to a man." She said, "Where is he at now?" I said, 
"He's gone up the road.1I In the meantime he turns around and comes back and when 
he gets in sight for her to see him, I said to her, "There's the man now." She 
said, "I don't see nobody." I said, "You don't see nobody?" She said, "No.1I 

She said, "Where's he going?" I said, "He's going right back to the tree." And 
so when he got to the tree that's where he disappeared. Then I said, 1I0h, I've 
been talking with a ghost." And I commenced to running and I run until I got 
home and fell in the door. Mama said, ''What in de world is de matter with you?" 
I said, "Mama, I've been talking to a ghost." And she said, "You're always out 
seeing ghoses." [Hampton, Va., ( 3 1), Ed.; happened 1908.] 

120. Once an old man by the name of uncle Esham would go on a hunting trip 
every night, Sundays included. Friends tried their best to refrain him from 
going hunting on Sunday but the old man continued as if nothing was said. One 
Sunday night he heard a voice speaking from a tree, saying, "Esham, Esham, what 
is the matter with you? You hunt Monday night, you hunt Tuesday night, you hunt 
Wednesday night, you hunt Thursday night, Friday night, Saturday night and Sunday 
night. Poor 'coons [racoons] can't get no rest.1I The old man would just listen 
and go on hunting just the same. One Sunday night when the old man passed be
neath the tree, not only did the voice speak to him, but when he looked around he 
saw red eyes, a man standing with his tongue out, pointing down the road. And he 
also said, "Esham, Esham, what is the matter with you? You hunt Monday night, 
you hunt Tuesday night, you hunt Wednesday night, you hunt Thursday night, Friday 
night, Saturday night and Sunday night. Poor 'coons can't get no rest." Just as 
this was spoken the tree fell down and killed uncle Esham. He was found lying 
there the next day. The story was told by an old man who used to follow uncle 
Esham about a hundred yards away. And that was the end of uncle Esham. My 
grandmother told me the story. [Ocean City, Md., ( 13) , Ed.] 

1 2 1. An' ah'll tell yo' anothah one. What ah'm goin' tell yo' it's true, 
'cause it happened 'bout mah brothah - whut he experienced, yo' see. Well, we 

were at whut dey call de Peedee River. Ab don't know whethah yo' 
SPIRIT LIGHT know where dat is or not. Well, it called Peedee Rivah. Ab wus 
AND FIREBALL haulin' wood one time. Ab wus livin' in town but ah be keepin' 

roun' de stable an' haul de wood into de town. An' ah corne in dere 
[to town] dat night. When ah come in mah brothah say - he say, "Ben, let's go 

see some girls." 
Ah say, "Well, ah don't care." 
An' whensomevah we got ready tuh go dat night, he says [to the man he was 

visiting], "Leave de fiah to yore home." 
He [de man] say, "Why leave de fiah1" 
An' he tole him, "Tuh go on dat day." An' he say, "Ab'm goin' come back tub 

school tomorrow." Dat's de fellah wus seein' his own death. 
[He had been attending school (staying with this man), had dropped out, and 

had suddenly decided to return to school tomorrow - "Tuh go on dat day."] 
An' when he said dat den, jes' as he walk out de do'step, a light come this-a

way an' come right down by de corner of de steps in a big ball of fiah - jes' _!�k 
down, an' it come right down by de corner of de steps an' it stayed a good while; 

So we went on to dis girl's house - it wus a big dance, a big dance. An' we 
went on tuh dance. An' he say, "Ab don't b'lieve ah'll dance tonight." He says, 
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"Ah b ' lieve ah ' ll sing , "  he says , "ah'll git mol bettah sens e outa s ingin ' den ah 
will  dancin'." He went tuh sing in' an ' he s ing a lot - he sing - s ing - louder. 
An '  s o  he s ays , "Ben , "  he says ,  " let's go . "  

Well , when we s tarts back on de southboun' track , train comin ' south - we wus 
on de no ' thboun' track comin' southwards .  We went on de - ah mean comin ' no ' th
wards , de train on de southboun ' track comin ' no ' th .  An' we j es '  walkin ' ' long , 
an ' here wus dis train . He begin to - he says , "Well , ah ' m  off till tomorrow . " 
An' ah wents ahead . [Two pers ons walking in the narrow space between the rai ls 
walk Indian file - one behind the other . ]  An' when ah look back he wus behin ' 
me - j es' lak , yo' know , he not payin' any 'tenshun to anyone. He wus behin' me 
when ah look back . De train wus j est dat close when ah look , de t rain wus j es' 
dat clos e .  An ' he look back , which-an ' -why - when ah turn roun ' an ' look back , 
he turn roun' an' start  lookin ' back too. An '  whensomevah he looked back dat 
train ketched him .  See , de train ketch him , jes ' clipped him - all de back of 
de haid off , broke all de ribs of his back , broke both laigs . [ Florence , S .  
Car. , (1311) , 23 2 4:5 . ]  

1 2 2 . My mother said , about three days before she died , she saw a light in the 
room and thi s  light kept going around the room . She followed it all around the 
room with her eyes .  We asked her what she was looking at . She s aid she s aw this 
light . When anybody in the fami ly was going to die , my mother would always see a 
light in the room - then she knew there was no hope for them . [New York City , 
(1) , by hand ; Wilmington , N .  Car . , 1930 . I interviewed all my Wilming ton infor
mants in this hous e - see note preceding No . 1 . ]  

1 23 . This woman kep t a bad p lace on the wharf , like where sylors [ s ailors] 
came in. She was taking little young girls . She died and nobody could run this 
house and res taurant any more . This ball of fire would be running all over the 
place . This ball of  fire was this woman . Her spirit came in the ball o f  fire 
because she was such a wicked old woman . They tore the house down . [New York 
City , (1) , by hand , at Wilmington , N .  Car . , about 1911 . ]  

1 24 .  A man once told me that a sp irit made a remark that he would be home on 
a cer tain night .  He told his peop le exactly how he would come . He would app ear 
in a light on the wall. When the hour arrived he really came just as he said . 
That night he p layed all around the room jus t as he already said, then quietly 
went out and did not return . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  ( 3 7 ) , Ed . ]  

125 . I do know a story about a church up here . This church is near Shelby
Ville, Delaware. At present this church is closed. And in this church there is 
a very large Bible. And they s ay that anyone who goes in there and tries to 
carry this Bible out , they will not be able to get away further than the door . 
There are certain cases where peop le actually tried to take this Bible out and 
the person claimed that it became so  heavy that finally they would have to drop 
it b efore they got to the door . And on other occas ions before , they claim that 
motoris ts who pass there in the evening see lights in the church and they can 
hear peop le talking and s inging . [Ocean City , Md . ,  (19) , Ed . This church is 
midway on the road driving up from Berlin - on the left hand side o f  the road . ]  

126 . This i s  about a old cemetery . It  was on a farm in the S tate of Virginia 
below Suffolk . This f arm was owned by a white man . His name was John H .  He 
had four sons . They were very brave boys . They used to tell me of a light that 
would arise from the cemetery on a damp or rainy night. This light would g o  
about four feet in the air and then disappear . They of f ered to pay m e  money t o  
go there but I would not go . One offered me five dollars to hang my hat on a 
tombs tone but I would not do it . [Ocean C ity , Md . ,  (14) , Ed . ]  

1 2 7 . My mother said that when she was a young girl [during s lavery] , a house 
girl , she used to have to sit up and wait for her mis tress and mas ter to come 
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home . She had to serve ice wa ter . She seen two graveyards fighting each o ther -
they were throwing balls of fire , they were fighting . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , 
(30 ) , Ed . ]  

128 . I f  you see a light and you follow that light and keep on following the 
light , do you think you ' re going to get to that light? You can ' t  get to it . 
It ' s  quite likely i t ' s  way out in the river and you ' ll walk overboard . I f  your 

parents are terrib ly , terrib ly smar t and they should look out 
JACK-O ' -LANTERN at nigh t t ime and see those lights , they s aid , "This is a night 

for j ack-o ' -lanterns . I ' m going to put an iron in the fire , my 
children are out , "  for feared they wi ll get led off by j ack-o ' -lanterns .  They 
used to take a poker from the fire hearth . I put it right  along these ashes in 
the fire and let it  s tay right there . It  will make the j ack-o ' -lanterns vanish , 
they tell me . Keep i t  right there until the chi ldren get back . Of course after 
that they had no thing to worry about . [New York City , (6), Ed . ]  

129 . What they tell me about a j ack-o ' -lantern , it ' s  like a ghost , j ust as 
ragged as they could be . They carry a light , and they would lead you in the 
worsest briers and bramb les they could find , and all through water to terrify 
you . They say they would laugh at you . [Tyree Church Md . , ( 12 ) , by hand . ]  

130 . I ' ve o f t en heard that a Jack-a-ma-lantern is nothing but a weed that 
wanders at  night , a unknown creature invis ib le to people on this earth . The 
weed is invisib le . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 3 7 ) , Ed . ]  

131 .  [An old woman (my in formant)  said that j ack-o ' -lanterns were little 
p eople , misshapen and browned-skinned who carried small lanterns wi th them at 
night while out hunting .  The following day they spent their time cooking what 
had been caught the preceding evening . They never appeared during the  day , and 
at night if you meet them they were harmless . ]  [I dis covered after the informant 
had left that I had failed to record this information on the Ediphone - I wrote 
up the account immediately . ]  [New York City , ( 8 ) , Ed . ]  

132 .  A man followed one of th ose j ack-o ' - lanterns . He took him everywhere . 
I t  led him a mile through the brush and through the water . Yes , that ' s  j us t  what 
I was coming to . He began to guess it  was a j ack-o ' -lantern and as soon as he 
thought of h is knif e  and opened it , it turned into a lump of j elly . No , he did 
not know it  then . It  j us t  disappear . But next morning when he went back he 
found the lump of j e lly . [New York City , (5) , Ed . ]  

133 . I ' ve had jack-a-ma-lanterns after me righ t  at twelve o ' clock noon day . 
I had my horse and wagon in the woods - filled my wagon with wood . S tarting out 
of the woods I s een a limb , a large limb . I go t off the wagon , trimmed the limb 
up , cut it in two and th ree p ieces , started back to the wagon . And I walked about 
five minut es looking for my wagon . I continued to walk . I los t my horse , wagon 
and all and didn ' t know where they were , and they wasn ' t as much as twenty- five 
yards from me . I couldn ' t  get  myself together . I walked until I got  out to the 
old field and I looked at houses  I really knowed and I couldn ' t  even recognize 
what house s  they wer e . My horse nicke�ed in the woods and when he nicke�ed I 
came b ack to myself just  the same as I had changed clothes . I went right to him , 
got on the wagon , and I couldn ' t  find the limb . I was walking so  long that I had 
thrown thi s  limb down . So my mo ther told me that it was a j ack-a-ma-lantern . 
[Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 3 2 ) , Ed . ]  

13 4 .  I ' ve heard my mother say , any time a j ack-a-ma-lantern get� after you , 
you lay down or set  down and they ' ll leave you . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (53 ) ,  Ed . ] 

135 . I f  you meet a j ack-a-ma-lantern , you pull off  your coat and turn it 
wrongsid e  out and put i t  on again ; then he would drop into the ground , h�-�igbt 
wouldn ' t  burn , and he would s top following you . [Ocean City , Md . ,  region of , 
( 21) , by hand . ]  
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13 6 . They say when a jack-a-ma-lantern gets af ter you you either have to 
turn one of  your pockets wrongs ide outwards of it . You go t a two-b lade knife  
you can open that and they won ' t lead you nowhere . [Hamp ton , Va . , ( 31) , Ed . ]  

13 7 . De whirlwind , well dat suppose tuh b e  a spirit in dat whirlwind . S ome
times it ' s  a good one an ' othah times it ' s  a bad one, but de main point of it is, 

it is a sp irit. Den a person is suppose tuh walk b ackwards ten s teps 
WHIRLWIND an ' concentrate his mind , an ' whatevah his mind fall on , dat's a good 

spirit or a bad spirit; wha tevah it says , see , tuh him .  An' if  he has 
s omepin tuh do , dat mind will tell him tuh go do dat - he do it , especially when 
he s ee de whirlwind; an ' if dat mind tell him not tuh do, it ' s  b e s t  fo ' him not 
tuh do it. [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1521) , 2 612:14 . ]  

138. (They say that whirlwind ' s a spirit? ) [ I  am repeating what he had j us t  
said . ] (Do they say you can do anything to it ? ) 

Well , dey say dat ' s  a evil  spirit , an' i t ' s  g i t t in '  away from de good sp iri t , 
an ' de two spirit s  are havin ' a argument , an ' dat ' s  de evil spirit git t in '  away 
from de good spirit . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , (1459) , 2548:18.] 

139 . Whut ah heard peop le say it wus ; dat it  wus a evil spirit - j es '  lak a 
person dies wicked an ' he wants to come back roun ' his horne or s omepin lak dat , 
an ' he comes in a whirlwind . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1497) , 2566:11 . ]  

140 . Some say i t ' s  - ah don ' t know how true it is, but ah heard some peop le 
say dat ' s  de ole daid people yo ' know . Say dey gits in a whirlwind . Yo ' see , 
when dey comin ' round whirlin' lak dat , dey call da t a whir lwind . It goes into 
diff erent p laces - i t  goes into de woods , s ometime yo ' kin hear bushes ratt lin ' .  
Ah used to heah mah ole parents say dat ' s  called to b e  some daid peop le. Ah 
don ' t  know how true i t  is , yo ' know . [ Sumter , S. Car., ( 1388) , 2389:4 . ] 

141 .  S ay dat ' s  d e  spirit o f  d e  person dat owns d e  great lord ' s  p lantat ion -
say dat's de  day dem come roun' lookin' at all de p laces .  An' den j es '  lak if ah 
reckon - say dat b e  dem comin' roun ' lookin ' ovah de p lace , jes ' a whirlwind 
spirit . 

(Thi s  whirlwind is the spirit of  the old owner of the plantation looking over 
it . )  [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , (1450 ) , 2535:9 . ]  

142. Dat whirlwind is a daid spirit - j es '  somebody j es '  wandering around or 
s ome daid spirit somebody send to yo ' .  An' that sp irit j es' wandering roun', he 
wandering roun ' where yo ' at . He come to yo ' from de grave to where yo ' at; but 
dat wind , see it ain ' t  de wind. An ' hit corne down dat way - yo' kin tell it de 
minute yo' s ee, don ' t care whut time a day it is; but it  corning to yo ' ' cording 
to whut time a person send it to yo' , cause yo ' see  dey works on de moon wi t it . 
It's always j es '  a bad spirit . If hit comin ' tuh harm yo' , yo' goin '  know it . 
If it comin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  it goin '  git direct in yore way where yo ' kin see an' 
yo ' can ' t  he ' p  from seein ' it tuh save yore life . But if i t  ain't tuh harm yo' 
hi t goin' work c lean 'way round yo ' an ' i t  gwine to someb ody ' s  else path . 

(Suppose i t  is corning toward you , is there anything you can do to  s top it or 
break that up - you know , to pro tec t yourself agains t it ? )  

No suh , ah nevah heard whut dey do t o  stop i t . But dey tells me when yo' see 
one, if yo' usin ' a hammer - yo ' see , i t  ain't got  [ to be] a nat ch ' ra1 nail, but 
den dey got de nail  in view, an ' den jes ' so many time a day da t hammer nai l , dat 
gain yo' so many days f rom bad luck or good - it ' s  always mos t ly fo ' bad . I don ' 
nevah hear talk dat it was fo ' good. [ If you have a hammer in your hand or near
by when you see a whirlwind , as many t imes as you hit a nail or an imaginary nail 
that day will be the number of days you will be f ree  f rom b ad luck . ] [ Sumter , 
S. Car . , ( 1382 ) ,  2356:5 . ]  

143 . Ah have heah ' ern say whut a whirlwind wus . When yo ' s ee a whirl�-lak 
dat , i t  somepin 1ak whut dey call a hazen [spirit ] ;  said yo ' have tuh l06k ovah 
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yore left shoulder , ah think , if yo ' wanta see whut wus in it , in de whirlwind . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1483 ) ,  2559:19 . ]  

144 . Say it wus ha ' nts , an ' if yo ' wanta see who wus in dere , j es '  go to a 
s ow dat ' s got little peegs an '  suck her tits an ' j ump in dat wh irlwind an' yo ' 
s ee ever ' thing that ' s  in dere . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 5 5 ) , 2 5 6 6:4 . ]  

145 . (I f a fellow s ees a wh irlwind coming , he ' s  gotta stop it?) [I am 
repeating informant ' s  statement . ]  (How will he do that? ) 

He take a s ifter an ' hold it up . 
(Well , what does he want to stop it for ? )  
Make it turn dat way , it won ' t  come to ' em. 
(Well , what i f  it can ' t  turn , what would happen?) 
Nuthin ' .  It j es ' goes an' stop it . Lak ah s ee someb ody separatin ' rain , too; 

lak ra in comin ' ,  dey hoI ' a hatchet up - one part [of the rain] go dat way an ' de 
othah one go dat-a-way , split it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 33 ) , 26 50 : 4 . Sifter iden
tif ies whirlwind as spirit or witch . ]  

146 . Folks say de devil in de whirlwind . An '  ah heard ' twas witches - de ole 
witch where dey has sold deys elf to de devil yo ' know , at de fo ' k  of de road; 
dere where dey had buried de [what?] or s omepin ' noth ah yo ' know , an ' s old dey
s elf to de d evil . An '  so when dey come b ack tuh see ' b out it , dey come in de 
wh irlwind .  [Wils on , N. Car . , (150 6 ) , 2573 : 20 . ]  

147 . When it start tuh runnin ' ,  take s ome s alt an ' throw into it wh ile it ' s  
a-runnin ' ,  ah hear dem s ay ,  an ' it won ' t  whi rl where yo ' live no mo ' .  

(Why wouldn ' t  you want it to whirl where you live - why do you make it go away 
f rom there?) 

It ' s  yore enemies .  Dey say it ' s  j es '  yore enemies - dese ha ' nts an ' thing s ,  
yore enemies . Want chure enemies go ' way from dere , throw de salt into it . 
[Wils on , N .  Car . , (1504) , 2571 : 9 . ]  

148 . Some people say i f  you shoot in that whirlwind , there will b e  f ire right 
in front of it . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (150 3 ) , 2570:1 . ]  

149 . Chunk a knot , a ligh ter kno,t in it , a lightwood knot. 
(A knot from a lighter pine? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . Well , dey s ay yo ' kin take an ' chunk one of them in it an' it 

will whirl away . Yessuh , whut ah mean , it will j es '  go on away . An '  s ome s ay 
it's spells [s omeone is trying to put a spell on you] an ' some s ay it ' s  de s ign 
of a quarrel . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 25 39 : 3 .  ] 

150 . (What do they say ab out the whirlwind - what do people s ay it is?) 
S ay dat i f  yo ' wh istle at it , it will stop fightin' . 
(Did you ever try it ? ) 
No , ah nevah tried it. Ah ' fraid it might stop sho ' nuf f . [Fayetteville , N .  

Car . , (139 8) , 2418:13 . ]  
151 . (What did they s ay the wh irlwind was, now ? )  
A hurricane from d e  Gulf o f  Mexico , an '  when it g it up aroun' heah , see , it 

would b e  so small it wouldn ' t  harm anything . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (1475 ) , 255 6 : 18 . ] 
152 . (They s ay that was what? ) 
Dat a s ign of dry weather . 
(Th i s  whirlwind ? )  
Yessuh . 
A small one dey took as a sign o f  a cyclone or hurr icane , yo ' know , wit de 

sand in it . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (1473 ) ,  25 54 : 1 . ]  
15 3 . It ' s a s ign o f  rain if dat goes ovah a creek - dat [is] a wh irlwind . I f  

it winds ovah d e  creek , [they] s ay it ' s  g o in '  b e  a rain . [A spirit can not cross 
water , b e c aus e this c ircling wind cro s s ing wat er is an ordinary whirlwind - b ut, 
after it has cros s ed water, it is pos s ib le for a spiri t  to enter-alld ride i t . ]  
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[Fayetteville, N. Car., (1433 & 1434 , two women interviewed together), 25 14 :8 . ]  
154 . De whirlwind goin' south is rain; de whirlwind goin' east is dry 

weather. [Memphis, Tenn., (1549) , 2 7 15:9 . ]  
155 . Ah heard 'em say when that whirlwind wus on, that they had see - says, 

well, de trouble wus all ovah. Whosomevah seen de whirlwind, says they troubles 
wus all ovah. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1414) , 2445 : 7 . ] 

156 . If it goes straight up, everything is clear. 
(This whirlwind - everything is clear.) 
If it goes up an' keep a-gittin' less an' less, dat clears up - dere's no 

impediment on yo' gen'ally. 
(You generally will be lucky - something of that sort?) 
Yes. 
(What if it falls down?) 
An' jes' goes towards a branch [a brook], why things goin' be boist'rous fo' 

yo'. [This is based upon the weather significance of whirlwind.] [Sumter, S. 
Car., ( 13 7 2 ) , 23 30:3 . ]  

1 5 7 . When yo' see a whirlwind, if yo's quick enough at it an' yo' have a 
great 'sponsibility on yo' dat chew cain't git [manage ] ,  chew know; yo' run 
right quick an' git chew some table salt in yore han' an' run right in dat 
whirlwind whilst it whirlin' up, an' all yore troubles of whatevah yo' thinkin' 
about, whatevah troubles yo' have, would go 'way with the wind - with that 
whirlwind . [Memphis, Tenn., (1556) , 27 29:5 . ] 

158 . Yo' will have bad luck, dat if yo' be in de center of dat, yessuh. Yo' 
know sometime it be right near to yo' an' dey say yo' have bad luck if yo' be 
in dat lil' whirlwind. Yessuh, if yo' git inside of it. [Sumter, S. Car., 
( l3 78) , 2348:9 . ]  

159 . When a whirlwind is in front of yore do', goin' whirl roun' lak dis, 
it's a sign of fights - someone gon'a fight . [Wilson, N. Car., (1469 ) , 2552:12.] 

160 . Dat's de sign of a quarrel. 
(When you see a whirlwind out in the street?) 
Yeah. (Memphis, Tenn., (1524) , 2622:1 . ] 
161 . Dey says de whirlwind represents up a fuss. If it start up in mah 

yard, it represents a fuss. If it come through mah yard an' go in jes' what
soevah direction de whirlwind goes, de row is goin' in de same direction - de 
fuss. It'll be goint in de same direction de whirlwind go out at. 

(How do you mean, if there is a fuss in your house or what?) 
They'll fuss at my house or either dey'll start in front of my house. Well, 

if it keep up, it'll start right there an' keep right straight up. Well, de 
fuss supposed tuh be right heah. Well, if it start heah an' git tuh whirlin' 
right heah an' keep goin' , well de fuss goin' on somewhere else, but it start 
there. [Sumter, S. Car., (1384) , 2361:7 . ] 

162. [They] said dat a evil man had died an' had some money buried, an' he 
come back an' be visitin' where dis treasure he had buried. 

(That is, this whirlwind?) 
Yessuh. [Sumter, S. Car., ( 1381) , 2 35 1:9 . ]  
163 . Anywhere sometime, lak dat a whirlwind wus stopped dat-a-way, a fellah 

would watch it. Dey claim right where it stop at dere's a hidden treasure. A 
hidden treasure generally be where it stop at. Dey prove it . Jes' watch it 
where it stop at. [New Orleans, La., (1560) , 2754 : 6 . ]  

164 . I went to visit my aunt at Suffolk, Virginia, on Memorial Day [May 30]  
and they didn't know where the graveyard was. Nobody had lived on this land for 
about forty-five years and it was somewhat grown up. And the plac;�-- told me 
to go now stands a giant tree. The only way she could describe the direction of 
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the cemet ery - she told me I would find two giant wa lnut trees in the middle o f  
the f ield and i f  I would g o  t o  the larg est t ree and take about twenty- five s teps 
to  the south , that is where the kit chen door was ; and if I would turn to th e 
nor th and go about two hundred yards I would see j us t  ab out where the cemet ery 
was . So I took a gir l friend and ano ther boy friend and s t arted to take a wreath 
to put on my grandmo ther ' s  grave , or what I thought was the grave . So I went to 
the p lace - tried to get  the righ t  d irect ion - and as I s tarted towards what I 
though t wou ld be the cemet ery , there arose a great whirlwind . I didn ' t s ee any
thing : but there was j u s t  a wh irlwind . I t  hur led its elf across what had been a 
f ield , so  I decided it mus t of  b een a spirit of  relatives . I had an aunt and an 
uncle and a hos t  o f  cous ins buried there and grandmother . I f  that was a gho s t , 
I think it  was trying to direct me where the cemetery was . I went to about where 
the whirlwind stopped and placed the wreath . [ Ocean C ity , Md . ,  ( 14 ) , Ed . ]  

165 . Dey s ay it ' s  dea th . 
(This whir lwind . How do you mean i t ' s  death ? )  
S omebody ' s go in '  tuh die in d e  community . S o  ah hear d e  o le folks say . 

[ Faye t t evil le , N .  Car . , ( 139 7 ) , 2416 : 2 . 1 
166 . Somet ime dey say it ' s  confus ion , sometime dey say death ; but whensomevah 

yo ' see dat whir lwind go round an ' round lak dat , yo '  watch it an ' dere ' ll b e  a 
fuss or a f ight or someb ody probab ly g i t  killed ,  j es '  where it stop . Dat ' s  whut 
dey say about dat . 

(Do you know what they us ed to say about that ? )  
Yeah . Well , dey s ay some o le devil died dere , s omepin lak dat - yo ' know , 

some b ad person . S ome evil spirit or somepin lak dat . Dat ' s whut dey call dat 
evil spirit . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 139 6 ) , 2411 : 11 . ) 

167 . Ah heard that they say it ' s  the devil in that whirlwind - when the 
whirlwind goes round an ' round lak that , dey say i t ' s de devil . 

(Are you supposed to do anything to it ? ) 
Ah dunno . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 3 ) , 2 6 17 : 4 . 1 
168 . Dey say dat is de devil in his char iot an ' if yo ' wanta j es r , yo ' 

know , do wicked things , why yo ' could git dat dus t an ' spr inkle roun ' a p er s on ' s 
premises . It  wil l  always keep a man an ' his wife at arms at each othah . I t  will  
keep a household in confus ion if yo ' j es ' take dat  dus t , yo ' know , an ' sprinkle 
it roun ' dere premises ; an ' i t  will always be  ways where they would b e  at arms at  
each othah , an ' break up de peace of a home wit  dat  same dus t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 13 7 4 ) , 2336 : 10 . ] 

169 . De whirlwind - i f  yo ' kin ketch it , but i t ' s  hard tuh ket ch - yo ' kin 
stop dat an ' j is '  lak dat goes , yo ' done dat . Dat ' s  yore signal , yo ' go t dat • 

. De devil , yo ' got him ' cause dat ' s  de devil . De whirlwind is de devil .  
(What do you do with that dus t ? ) 
Keep in de pocket an ' yo ' kin conker anybody . [Algiers , La . , ( 159 3) , 2893 : 7 . ) 
170 . Lak dey t ake peop les carryin ' on work , heah , yo ' know - j e s ' lak yo ' go 

t o  a crossroads  an ' sell yo ' s elf to de devil - an ' he ' ll come an ' git  chew in a 
whirlwind . [ Informant , like devil , go t me in a whirlwind ! Aft er the int erview 
and she had left , I comment to  microphone : " (This woman who was j ust in here 
almost ran me crazy fanning her self wi th the newspaper ; the room is so hot ) " -
she was f lapp ing a battered newspaper near my concealed microphone . For weather 
while col lect ing , see Introduct ion . ]  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 1514) , 2581 : 14 . ] 

171 .  Dey tole dat wus de devil . 
(That whirlwind is the devil? Did you ever hear them say that they could do 

anything to  it ? )  
S ay yo ' g o  dere an ' take yore knife an ' cut througp.-..-ti ,

-
i t  wi ll b e  bloody when 

yo ' tuk it out . [Wilson ,  N .  Car . , ( 1508) , 2575 : 5 . 1 ' 
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1 7 2 . Look at de whirlwind an ' turn roun ' an '  look ovah yore shoulder , yo ' ll 
see de devil . 

(Which shoulder ? )  
De left  shoulder . [Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 149 5) , 2564 : 16 . ] 
17 3 .  Dey says dat wus de devil whuppin ' his wif e ,  de whirlwind j es '  goin ' 

round an ' round . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1498) , 2567 : 5 .  ] 
174 . Dat de devil beatin ' his wife - de wh irlwind . Git  a rus ty nail an ' 

drive it down in there . That ' ll s t op i t  - say , if it  don ' t s top , yo ' ll heah 
' em fus s in ' . [Wilson , N . Car . , ( 149 2 ) , 2562 : 9 . ]  

17 5 .  Dey say yo ' throw yore pocketknife  in i t  an ' yo ' ll s ee de devil . 
( The wh irlwind . )  
[ Informant is old man 87 who came barefoo t according to no te at end o f  inter

view - he also sat on the floor during the interview and I had to s tand up to see 
him . ] [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 4 ) , 2552 : 4 . ] 

1 7 6 . S aid dat wus de devil , dat whirlwind dat wus de devi l .  An '  den ah mind 
some say dat dere wus money buried close round dere . [Af ter informant depar ts , I 
comment : ]  (This fellow who was j us t  in here wanted me to  get his wife b ack for 
h im ! )  [Wilson , N. Car . , ( 14 70) , 2552 : 1 7 . ] 

1 7 7 . De devil - dey say yo ' kin j ump in an ' open yore pocketknife an ' yo ' see 
de devil . Ah ' ve nevah seen anyth ing to i t  mahself . 

( That ' s  this whirlwi�d . )  [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1438) , 2514 : 8 . ] 
1 7 8 . Take an ' s t ick a pitchfo ' k  in it  an ' yo ' ll s ee de devil . 
( In the whirlwind . )  
Yeah - ah ' ve heard that . [Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 29 3) , 2 19 3 : 4 . ] 
179 . I f  yo ' take a needle , an ' during de t ime when it ' s  thunder in , if yo ' 

take de needle an ' g o  out to de corner of de do ' s tep an ' take an ' put i t  t o  yore 
ear , now dey tell me yo ' [wil l ]  heah de devil in hell when it  would b e  thunderin ' 
an ' lightnin ' j es '  as sharp - yo ' know de ligh tnin ' [ is ]  sharp . Den , if  yo ' t ake 
this heah needle an ' put it  to  yore ear an ' go to de corner of  de do ' s tep an ' put 
yore ear down on de ground , say yo ' lis ten dere , an ' say yo ' could heah de devil 
an ' his imps in hell . Dat ' s  all ah ' ve evah heard about a needle . 

Ah heard tha t  if yo ' could lay down an ' keep yore eyes open wh ils t de wind wus 
whirlin ' - j es '  git in it an ' lay down an ' keep yore eyes open - dat yo ' could 
see de devil . Jes ' git in it  an ' look up , an ' when yo ' look up yo ' ll s ee him . 

( During this wh irlwind . )  [ Faye t tevi lle , N . Car . , ( 139 1) , 239 6 : 6 . ] 
180 . Dey said de whirlwind had de devil in it . An ' dey tole me when ah wus 

little , say , yo ' go to that whirlwind , an ' g it chew a pocket han ' s ckuff  an ' put 
it  in nine knots , an ' git in that whirlwind an ' the devil will come an ' talk with 
yo ' . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 22) , 2 46 4 : 4 . ] 

181 . Ah know dey say yo ' could throw a brass pin in dere an ' yo ' see de 
devil - a IiI ' b rass safety p in .  Ah know yo ' seen dese IiI ' yellow pins . 

(You throw it  into  the whirlwind and you ' ll see the devil . )  [ Faye tteville , 
N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 2 400+ . ] 

182 . Dat de whirlwind dus t goin ' roun ' an ' roun ' . Well , dey s ay dat ' s  de 
devil showin ' his  power , whut he kin do . Sometime ah saw dem th ing s when dere 
not a breath of air s t irrin ' - de devi l wit de angpy sinnahs . 

(What is he doing with them? ) 
He whupp in ' ' em  - dat ' s  de devi l wit de angpy sinnahs , not a b it ' a  air 

s t irrin ' . Had a o le fellah heah yeahs ago , tole us , said , "Boy s , dat ' s  de devil 
yo ' s ee yonder . Yo ' can ' t s ee him but yo ' kin see de whirlwind . De devil havin ' 
a t ime wit his imp s"  - de same thing ah 'm talkin ' ' b ouy1fe s ays , "Dey tryin ' 
tuh do ' way wit him but dey can ' t do ' way wit h im .  Ht' s wrestlin ' wit ' em . " 
[ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1433 ) , 2497 : 4 . ] 
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1 8 3 . This was dur ing the period of influenza [World War I] . It happene� 
b etween two women , both colored women , very supers t i t ious . One h ad an argument 
with the o ther . One not wanting to get in a heated argument started to walk away 
and she was feeling s i ck .  Th at was the b eginn ing o f  that influenza that was 
going around all over the country . .And thi s  woman overtook her and started to 
fight and she pulled her hair and almost stripped her and she gave h er a good 
b eating . Thi s  woman turned around and s aid , "All r i ght , you may go , b ut I will 
get you . I f  I die I will come b ack and I wi ll haunt you . I will g et you . "  
[ Th i s  is another example o f  bad mouth . ] So they p arted . The one that started 

the fight , thinking that she had the b etter hand , went merrily home , whi le the 
other went s adly home feeling s i ck from the pains of the dis ease and h aving got 
a good b e ating . That went on ab out three weeks without saying anything b etween 
them . The one that was s i ck s oon died. The woman that had b eat her made fun o f  
h e r  de ath . 

Many a month pas sed and she didn ' t  give a thought to what th i s  woman had told 
her . One afternoon she started to the store to get s ome coal o il , and - thi s  was 
in a rural district where they did not have ele c t ri c  l ights . She pas s ed the cem
etery where this woman ' s  b ody had b een laid . She had a little child w ith her , a 
child o f  f ive . The child noti ced it . There was someth ing over on the grave the 
shap e  o f  a g o at .  The child s aid , "Mother , look at the goat on Hanna ' s grave , "  
for that was the dead woman ' s  name . The mother exclaimed to the child , "Oh , come 
on , that isn ' t  anyth ing but the devil holding Hanna down . "  The child went reluc
tantly , passed the c emetery b ut hes itated [ stopped ] to look down b e fore having 
g one too f ar that the cemetery might not be s een . 

They went to the store and purchased the oil and on the way b ack the child 
exclaimed again , "Mother , there ' s  the s ame goat on Hanna ' s  grave . "  The moth er 
s aid , "Oh , come on , I told y ou . " She gave her a qui ck j erk . As she gave her 
the j erk there arose a whirlwind that twi s ted around the two of them . As it 
twi s ted around them it s eem to grow hotter and hotter until it had thrown her 
down . After having thrown her down it continued to whi rl , carrying them b o th 
within i t s  grype [ grip ] . It twisted and turned them unt i l  the woman s eemed to 
be exhausted . Finally ,  she lost cons ciousnes s .  The child was afraid t o  leave 
i t s  mother b ecause darknes s had almost covered the earth . The ch ild s tayed there 
until a pas s erby inquired why the mo ther was on the gr ound . Then the child ex
plained the whole detail to the p a s s enger . 

They t ook the mo ther and carried her h ome and went f or th e doc tor . And I 
drove the doc tor there to the h ome o f  th is woman . The s t o ry was told to the 
doctor wh ile I s a t  and lis tened and as we c ame away from there I wanted to know 
f rom the doc tor did he think tha t  was true . The doctor b e ing a very intelligent 
man , I th ought he would tell me nothing but the truth . S o  he s a id to me that it 
was the mos t mys ter ious case he had eve r attended . The woman s eemed t o  b e  like 
s calding water had b e en p oured over her skin . He doesn ' t  know ab out [ the t ruth 
o f  the] story b ecause he wasn't there , b u t  there was s ometh ing mysterious ab out 
it . S everal times I inquired from the do ctor and he wou ldn ' t  d i s cus s it very 
much b ec ause he didn ' t want me to th ink that he was supersti t i ous , nor d id he 
want me to th ink that he b e lieved in spooks . Ye t , I th ink that he b elieved very 
s trong ly in the story that this woman �-; - that it was a true experience . That 
was ab out 1919 near St . Petersb urg , F�rida . The do ctor was wh ite . [ Oc ean City , 
Md . , ( 14) , Ed . ]  / 

1 84 .  This s tory happened ab out thirty-two years ago [ 1904 ] at a church near 
Greenville , South Carolina , where we pas t ored [ the informant ' s  husb and was pas tor 
of the chur ch ] . We were having night servi ces . When I got to the church door , 
mys e l f  and ano ther memb er of the chur ch tha t  h ad called on me at the pars onag e 
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that evening , they me t me , the o f f i cer s o f  the chur ch , and asked me t o  go b ack to 
the par s onag e  and b r ing them ano ther lamp . I s a id t o  the lady , you s t ay here , I 
wil l  g o  b ack and g e t  it . I wen t b a ck ,  b r ought the lamp , we went in th e chur ch . 
Af t e r  s e rvices we call all the Chr i s t ians to come and knee l around the altar . 
When we went up , this par ti cular s is t er that had c ome t o  vi s i t  me that evening , 
she kne l t  down j us t  in front of mys e l f . About the t ime she g o t  s e t t led down they 
commenced p r ay ing . We s aw her b eg in to twi t ch around and to g ive away . People 
near her ros e  up , t ook hold o f  her , and they s eemed to inves t ig at e . It s e ems 
th at sh e  had a part ial s troke . They took her up , put her on a chair . Then the 
next though t  was - the pas tor s aid ,  "Le t s  g e t  the doctor to her . "  Th en her hus
b and s aid , "No , lets t ake her to the doctor . "  They got her out , put her in a 
buggy , s tarted t o  th e doctor with her . My husband and her husb and and two o th er 
men , when they g o t  ab out twenty yards f rom chur ch , there was a wh irlwind r igh t in 
f ront of th em .  And it cros s e d , went on the left s ide o f  the road , g o t  in a tree 
and j us t  wrung tha t t ree , unt il , when they go t by the tree , i t  was al l they c ould 
d o  to get the h or s e  by . My husb and s aid that he was ve ry frightened . But they 
went on to the do c t or . When they got there the d o c t o r  s aid s he had a partial 
s troke and t o  take h e r  h ome at once . The home was two miles away . They carr ied 
her h ome . In an hour ' s  time she could no t wa lk . They sent back home for me . I 
went . Ab out day ligh t I g o t  there and she could no t s peak . I n  two hour s  a f t e r  
she t o o k  a very s ever e  groaning and made such a nois e . And the very wre s t ling , 
that they heard on go ing to the do c tor , was heard on the outs ide o f  the hous e . 
And she p a s s ed away in gr�at agony . [New York City , ( 10) , Ed . ] 

185 . I t ' s  bad luck fo ' a wh irlwind to come anywheres nearby yore p lace o f  
bus ines s - yo ' know , make th o s e  ring s lak that yo ' know , fo ' kind a lak a cir cus . 
S ay i t ' s  bad luck . 

(What do they s ay that whirlwind is ? )  
Ah hea red - ah tell yo ' de truth ab out i t . Ah re ' lly hear some p eople s ay -

de knowledge o f  mah exper ienc e of dat . Ah heared p eople say dat i f  yo ' t ake de 
vinegar an ' throw i t  roun ' yore place o f  b us ines s - s ome t ime people kin do thing s 
lak dat ; they c ome up an ' b e ' s ,  do ' s  de devi l work . Throwin ' vinegar round yore 
p lace of bus ines s , dey s ay that [devi l work ] would nevah happen . 

(What wouldn ' t  h appen? ) 
Do s e  wh irlwinds comin ' in a circus , yo ' know , roun ' a person place of bus iness 

where dey - round in de yard wh ere men ab out c los e roun ' in de f i eld . Jes ' 
sprinkle vinegar roun ' ab out two acres o f  yo re p lace o f  bus ines s ;  a f t er th at it 
would nevah happen . Ah hear d a lady t o l e  me dat , but no t as ah rea lly think . 

(They s ay i f  i t  came h er e , i t  would b r ing bad luck to what you are doing ? )  
Yes suh , b e caus e she said dat i t  was a man caused da t tuh come r oun ' he r hous e 

one t ime . 
Sh e said i t  come in - j es '  lak a wh irlwind ; she couldn ' t  s ee nu th in ' b u t  j es '  

a round wheel o f  dus t . I t  would come , she say ,  some time on th ree corners o f  de 
hous e , an ' she s ay every t ime that would happen , her ch ild would b e  s ick , unt i l  
she went to a man an ' he s a i d  d a t  man had h e r  p lace dressed , and told h e r  that 
she mus t put vinegar aroun ' ab out two acres of her place o f bus ines s , an ' carry 
some along with her . An ' she s ay f rom tha t day un t i l  dis , she tole me - she say 
i t  happen ab out two yeahs b e f o ' dis , den it nevah h app en any mo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , ( 1380) , 2351 : 4 . ] 

186 . Well , dey s ay yo ' ke t ch i t  when dat wind - j es ' de wh irlwind , if yo ' kin 
g i t  it . G i t  a papah an ' ke t ch s ome o f  it when de wind is up in a wh irl , an ' t ake 
that an ' mix it up with graveyard dirt an ' lodes tone an ' sulphur - dere ' s  s omep in 
else yo ' kin mix up wit it - an ' p lant i t . An ' j es '  lak dat wh i r lwind go up , dat 
p e r s on wi l l  j es '  c ontinue tuh go dat- a-way - j es ' drift t i ll yo ' nevah s ee ' em 
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agin , j es t  run ' em p lumb crazy . Yo ' p Zant i t  right in back of de do ' s tep where 
dey do the mos t  of they walkin ' - da t ' s  where yo ' p Zant dat s tuff . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 7 ) , 2 60 9 : 11 . ] 

187 . I f  yo ' go to de fo ' ks o f  de road - j is t  like if yo ' mad at  a person an ' 
go to de fo ' ks o f  de road - you have to wait to a whirlwind . You ever see a 
little whirlwind when yo ' git to de road? Well , tha ' d  a time of  de yeah when 
' t is a cer tain day of  de mont ' dat dey have a lit t le whirlwind . De wind will git 
a thing of dirt an ' make a whirlwind [ demons trates ] - j is '  like da t , j is t  like a 
wh irlwind around like dat e Dey say dat ' s  de day when [you ]  go  dere , see . You 
gi t de dirt an '  say you kin do anyth ing you wan ' a  wit it . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 79 ) , 
320 : 1 .  This came from his grandmother - born Louisa Co . ,  Va . , 1836 ; died 19 2 3 . ] 

188 . I have hear ' d  ' em say dey ' ll go at de graveyard an ' s tan '  dere in de 
daytime . Whenevah a whirlwin ' come by , it ' ll j is '  circoolate roun ' an ' roun ' ,  
an ' whenevah any trash go up in dere , an ' wheah dis whirlwin ' s tan ' s t ill at de 
longest , while it ' s  out dere in de graveyard , dey ' ll go theah an ' take de f ingah 
down in de dirt , like dis heah [ demons trates ] , an ' h ave it up an ' say , "In de 
Name of de Fathah an ' de Son an ' de Holy Ghos t . "  An '  dey care it on den at de 
hous e . An '  dey git ' em a silk rag an ' git ' em some oak roots an ' some sweet gum 
roots an ' s ome b lack j ack [ oak] roots , an ' t ie ' em togethah ; an ' s o  evahwheah yo ' 
s tay at , dey ' ll have ' em undah up de s t ep s  da ' yo ' b e  in an ' out ovah . Dat will 
j is '  run yo ' min ' les s , dey say . [Wilming ton , N . Car . ,  ( 2 29 ) , 237 : 3 . ] 

189 . Dat ' s  a wander in ' spirit . 
(The wandering sp iri t is that wh irlwind . Do they ever do anything wi th tha t 

whirlwind ? )  
No suh . But yo ' kin ketch some of de dirt as it f ly an ' carry [hold ] it ovah , 

an ' i f  dere ' s  any wi tches b e  riding , dat kin s top d e  wit ches from ridin ' yo ' .  
(How would they do that ? )  
Dey ' ll give yo ' somepin t uh  put on yore b ed . 
(What will you do wi th that dirt ? ) 
Carry it  to de man - root man . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , { 139 2 ) , 2403 : 4 . ] 
190 . Dey s tudy where de whirlwind stop at , mos t ly settle , so dey kin git some 

of de dus t .  See whut ah mean . Jes '  de las t whirl an ' go way an ' leave it , when 
wus t part gone , see . I t  will go ' way an ' it migh t have s everal p laces , yo ' know , 
it  leaves where de whirlwind ' s  gone an ' lef t  off , dere be ' s  a whirl . See .  Well , 
if th ey kin git s ome of that an ' make a wish with it , dat yo ' kin do a lotta 
persons some damage with it . Git some p arts o f  it . See whut ah mean . Dey does 
a lot ta troub le wit dat e [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 490) , 249 1 : 5 . ]  

19 1 .  Dey says if yo ' could take , go an ' git  dat dus t ; s ays if yo ' evah killed 
a man , said yo ' could j es t g i t  it - yo ' have tuh reach in dere . Ah ain ' t  nevah 
knowed nob ody or s een nob ody could do it , while de wh irlwind ' s  comin ' by , tuh 
reach down in dere righ t quick an ' g i t  chew as much s and as yo ' kin . Keep dat in 
yore watch pocket all de time an ' if yo ' evah happen tuh kill a man , or  evah has 
killed a man , says yo ' kin git away wit dat s and after yo ' kill him .  

( I f  this man has ki lled a man , he can get away and they can ' t catch him? ) 
Yeah , ah ' ve heah dem say dat e [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1479 ) , 2 558 : 16 . ] 
19 2 .  They used to  say that there were yeahoos , something like to a bear , and 

we children were afeard to put our head out the door af ter night . And when I was 
a b oy f rom twelve to thirteen years old , as soon as the sun were down , I 

YEAHOOS was afeard to go out to the back part o f the field after my sheep and 
lamb s . [ Tyree Church , near Berlin , Worces ter Co . , Md . , se e  Tyree Church 

in Index , ( 1 2) , Ed . ]  
19 3 .  I have heard that student doctors used to roam the s treets of our cities 

and would kidnap peop le that were found out late and unp rotected , and especially 
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s o , i f  the p e r s on had any ab normal i ty in wh i ch the s tudent doctor was int eres t ed . 
I have also heard tha t the re was a lady , who s aid that she was 

STUDENT DOCTOR out late one nigh t , and a s tudent doator s t ole her and car ried 
her into the hosp ital and put h er upon the t ab le and cut her hee l 

s t r ing . She was s lowly b leeding to d ea th when her husb and and other relat ives 
came int o  the hospital wi th a policeman ; they t racked them the re and arres ted the 
doctor and f reed the woman . And after whi le b ecaus e of medi cal t reatment she b e 
came we l l  again . [ O c ean C i ty , Md . ,  ( 1 3 ) , Ed . ]  

194 . Years ago when I was a g i r l  there used to b e  s tudent doators . They were 
allowed so many bodies a year , if they g o t  them . Af t er ten o ' clock [ at nigh t ]  
the g i r l s  couldn ' t g o  out o r  r emain out , afraid the s tudent doctors wou ld cat ch 
them . Al l this I am talking ab out , now is called f ogg ery [ f ogeyism ] . [New York 
City , ( 3) , Ed . ]  

1 9 5 . One dark rainy nigh t  grandfather was go ing home on hor s eb ack . He h ad 
b een t o  town . He lived out in the coun try . He had to cros s a s tream o f  water 

called a b ranch . I f  you were on foot , you walk acr o s s  a p l ank ; 
BIG BLACK MAN i f  on hor s eb ack , the horse walked th rough t he water . Wh en th e 

horse g o t  in the middle he s a t  down . Grand f ather looked b ack . 
He s aw a big b laak man with red eyes . Grandfath er s a id a praye r and the thing 
j umped in th e wat er , made a terrib le no ise and disappeared . [New York C ity , 
( 1 ) , by hand , Gas t on , Co . , N .  Car . , 1 8 7 0  decade . ]  

19 6 .  [Many examples o f  the mos t powe rful of sp iri ts , the sp iri t o f  th e d ead , 
have b een g iven . Very potent also ar e s p i r i t s  dwelling a t  or c alled t o  where two 

CROSSltOAD 
OR 

FORK OF ROAD 
SP IRIT 

or more roads mee t . ]  
De cro s s in ' o f  de road i s  called cros s -sp i r i t  [ only u s e  o f  thi s  
t e rm ] , an ' dey goes dere , if dey th ink d a t  yo ' i s  doin ' good o r  
g o in ' at any thing g o o d  - d i s  evil-minded someb ody will g o  dere 
to cross yo ' .  Den dey has a certain th ing dey put in d ere . Dey 
d i g  a hole yo ' know - j es ' a o rd ' n ' ry l i t t le hole an ' drop i t . 

(What do they put in that hole ? )  
Dey t el ls me dat dey drop s cayenne peppah - whut ' s  dat o thah thing - cayenne 

peppah an ' sulphah an ' garlic , yes . I t ' s  j es '  a ord ' n ' ry hole dat chew dig wit 
chure f ingah an ' cover it ovah qui ck . 

(What else do you do out there? What is that s upp osed to do ? )  
Den dey has some d is same wiaked graveyard dirt [ dirt from a wi cked pers on ' s  

, rave ] wit ' em  an ' leave dat evi l  sp irit dere tuh aross yo ' . [ Florence , S . 
Car . , ( 1 281) , 2 1 7 8 : 5 . ]  

19 7 . I rememb er one t ime when I wus in Ph iladelphia . There wus a lady , her 
husb and lef t her , she wanted to b r ing him b a ck .  S o  she g o t  ready an ' she went 
to this doator. So she as t ' er ,  she s aid , " Could j oo get my husb and b a ck? " 

She t old ' er , "Yes . "  
Sh e s aid , "Whut way could j oo g e t  ' im b ack? " 
S o  she s aid , " I ' l l tell you wha t  choo do . "  She s aid , "You g e t  a b lack cloth , 

you make it up like y ou do a b aby , an ' you s tick out one pin an ' one needle in 
it - new needle an '  new pin . "  

An ' she [ the wife later ] t aken the needle an ' she s tuck i t  up one p lace , here 
[ she demons trates ] .  

( In the head . )  
I gue s s  i t  mus t o f  b een the eyes she makin ' - an ' [ she half-p ant om imes ] . 
( The pin . )  

Another p lac e . [ Many persons acted out every thing they did . ] 
( For the othe r eye . )  
She put i t  [ the doll ] r igh t up over the doah [ s t il l  demons t ra t ing ] .  
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( So that i t  was held there by the needle and pin s tuck through the eyes and 
into the p last er . ) [ Final result of my commenting . ]  

I was in the hous e .  I seen that mahself . 

5 5  

An '  she [ the doctor ] said , "Ev ' ry time you come t o  this  house [ the wi fe ' s 
own ] , "  she said tha t - "an ' I ' ll pin i t  up here over the doar - an ' ev ' ry time 
you come in , " [ she ] said , "be fore you speak to anybody , "  she said , "you cus s at 
it , an ' that ' ll bring l im back again an ' make ' im s tay with you . "  

S o , after that , another time , I seen her dress [ prepare mag ically ] a let ter , 
this lady [ the wif e ] . She dress ed a letter for t o  send t o  him . An '  when she 
dresse4 that let ter she took an ' went down there [ the page ] j es '  l ike that with 
her fingernails - you know , went down j es t  like that . Den she had somepin , ever ' 
now an ' then she dip her fingernails into this  mess  - it  was j es '  like per fume . 
She ' d  dip her fingernails into it , she ' d  make a s traight line , she ' d  go s t raight 
on down [ the page ]  for to  make him s tart writ in ' . 

So they went on at dat an ' went on at dat [using various devi ces to  bring the 
man b ack ] . 

So the next two weeks - I think i t  wus , yes - the moon wus shinin ' . You see , 
this wus dark nights  when this happened . So the next two weeks there would b e  a 
moon shinin ' at night . So  af ter that [ in the light of  the moon ] , she said to  dis 
lady , she said , "When you came again , "  sh e s aid , "you b ring me a piece of money , 
but le t it be  s i lver - a ten-cent piece , but don ' t  bring it in two nickels . "  

So when this woman [ the wi f e ]  came [home ] again she as t me to go wi th ' er , an ' 
I went b ack with ' er . An '  it wus some way out in de country , see . We t aken de 
trolley [ or s treetcar ] because we went a long ways . You know I ' d  heard tell of 
these things an ' I wanted to s ee ' em .  So  when I went with ' er ,  she taken this 
money - she tied it up .  It wus tied up in four corners - it was a handkerchief . 
She made it [ the four corners of the handkerchief } in a cros s like - like a b aby . 
An '  after she g o t  way out de country , she taken an ' threw it  to  the end o f  this 
road . The road was crossed up . She threw it  to the end of the road [ down the 
le f t  prong whi ch was crooked ] .  She threw it over her right shoulder an ' said 
somep in three times . 

So I said to the lady , I said , "Whut did you do that for? " 
She said , "We g o t  to pay of f the evil spirits whut we git  our work to act , 

so they ' ll do whut we want to do , see . "  
So  I imagine that ' s  whut dey did that for . That ' s  all I know ab out that . But 

anyhow I went with ' er .  
So aft er that , why she [ the doctor ] said t o  th is woman , she says , "When this 

b aby falls down off  of the doah , "  she says , " in seven days aft er that , if  no t 
s even days then the ninth day , "  she s ays , "he ' ll come home . "  

I didn ' t  go back with ' er though after dat baby fell , but I went wi th ' er for 
to  pay of f ,  you know , dat concern to  the ends of that road . I went with ' er den . 

S o  after that I as t the lady , I said , "Did your husb and came? " 
She said , "Yes , he come back all righ t . "  
I said , "Well , how he ' s  treatin ' you? " 
She said , " Fine , b e t ter than he did before . "  [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( 9 7 ) , 13 : 6 . ] 
1 9 8 . I t  was tole to  me that a woman took - s tole ano ther woman ' s door key and 

t ook it  out to  de forks o f  de road and buried it  - buried dat key - sprinkl e some 
dat - wrote dat woman ' s  name five times on a piece of paper and sprinkled some 
salt and cayenne pepper - de pulverized cayenne pepper and dis heah hard ice
cream s al t , but chew beat it up - no t de fine tab le salt but ice-cream salt . An ' 
taken dis s alt  and pepper and put it in dis paper wi t dem names on it and put de 
woman ' s  do ' key in dat salt and pepper and rolled i t  up and j es t  cussed de woman ; 
j es t  called her b ad names and ro lled i t  up tight and buried it  right in de forks 
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o f  de road . Well , de woman had to walk all on her feet for days , but s till an ' 
all de mo ' dat key rus ted in dat sal t  de worser de woman got . And when dat key 
rus ted in dat , rus t in two , dey tell me dat woman died . Yes sir , gotten rid of 
her . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 69 2 ) , 9 25 : 4 . ] 

199 . Ah know one thing ' bout i t  - yo ' kin go out tuh de fo ' ks of de road i f  
i t ' s  anything yo ' wanta d o  t o  anyone , yo ' kin g o  tuh d e  fo ' ks o f  d e  road - or 
anything yo ' wanta learn - yo ' kin go tuh de fo l ks of de road an ' sell yo ' self 
to de devil of co r se .  But yo ' kin run a person o f f  f rom dey home . Dey kin have 
evah s ech a nice home but yo ' could go tuh de fo l ks o f  de road an ' g i t  nine grain 
of sand , s ay ,  "Ah ' m  g i t t in '  dis fo r puh tection fum yo ' - ah want chew tuh puhtec ' 
�. " Git nine grains o f  sand , "Ah want chew tuh puhtec ' me fum all things - ah 
want chew puhtec ' me in mah home . Mah home i s  gotten b ad an ' ah want chew tuh 
puhtec ' me in dis nine grains of s and . "  An ' yo ' take dem nine grain o f  s and an ' 
g i t  chew a brand new whi te pocke t han ' ke ' chef an ' tie dem nine grains o f  sand up 
in it . An '  yo ' kin go t o  dat fo l ks o f  de road fo ' n ine nights an ' g i t  nine grain 
o f  sand an ' dat las '  night yo ' go an ' git dat nine grains of sand , yo ' kin bring 
i t  in de hous e an ' put i t  up ovah yore do ' an ' if yo ' want dat person tuh go out , 
dat per son will go out an ' dey won ' nevah come in dere no mo l .  Dat will do ' way 
wit dat person altuhgethah . 

( That person who i s  bo thering you - you do that for pro tection? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 6 5 ) , 2413 : 3 . ] 

SPIRITS AND ANIMALS 

[ This sub section ,  in addition to animals as spirits , introduces that amazing 
animal , the doatop ' s  or wi tch ' s  ass i s tant . ]  

200 . I f  you say something to someone and they don ' t like i t , they can see a 
hoodoo doatop and he has some kind of an animal . And whi le you are as l eep , th e 

animal will j us t  roll al l over you . I f  you try to wake up , 
DOCTOR 'S AS SI STANT you ' ll cough or sneeze or something , and that ' ll make you go 

b ack to sleep again . He ' ll j us t  ro ll on you until you b reak 
out into a sweat h e ' ll let you alone . 

[Here the doatop has taken over the hag ' s  prerogatives with a difference . 
Since he himself is unab le to go or prefers not to , he s ends an a�sistant - an 
animal . For the great master o f  animal as sistants , s ee margin-t i t le Doatop 
Buzzapd of Beaufopt ; for the hag , see s ubsec tion later . ] [ Fredericksburg , Va . , 
( 50) , Ed . ] 

20 1 .  I heard an old gentlemen say once during slavery times his  mas ter go t  
after him to whip him and h e  ran away i n  the woods and after he was in the woods 

his master couldn ' t  catch him . So then th ey s e t  b loodhounds af ter him and 
BIRDS they couldn ' t do any thing with him .  He went in the woods and trans formed 

hims elf into a b ird and s i t  on a fence and saw his mas t er and the people 
pass by .  I heard thes e  words f rom the lips o f  the man hims elf ab out f i f ty years 
ago [ 1886 ] .  The old man was b orn in a p lace called Halifax , Virg inia . 

[ For Shape- chang ing among white p ersons - a witch b ecoming a cat , deer , dog , 
fly , horse ,  pig , rabb i t , snake , etc . - see FACI , 2ed . , pp . 820-829 , Nos . 16l24-
16160 ; for Zooanthrophy And Pos s es s ion ,  pp . 829-83 l , Nos . 16l6l-l6l66 ; for Live 
Th ings In You , pp . 83 l- 834 , Nos . 16l67-l6l7 7 ; for Bewit ched Animals , pp . 834-850 , 
Nos . 16l 7 6-l624l . ]  [Old Point ' Comfort , Va . , ( 2 7 ) ,  Ed . ]  

202 . A woman had s ome trained b i rds that would go and pick up a person ' s  hait 
and b ring it to her so she could dress it . The hair was put in a tree and the 
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woman died . [Baltimore , Md . , (1 54) , 60 :2 ; Ch arlotte  Co . , Va . ]  

5 7  

2 03 . I had a sister-in-law was fixed. I t  wusn ' t  put down for ' er ,  it wUs put 
down for ' er husband beh ind de chimley . 

[Usually the fixed article hurts only the person for whom it  is fixed. ] 
(What was put down? ) 
Dey said dey ' d digged up a hole ; �t  turn out [ i t  was ] somep in looked lak a 

root or somep in in a b o t t le o r  s omepin . She ' d  [ she would be ] de f irs ' one to 
get up [ in the morning ] when she went out to do round in chimley cornah , you 
know ,  lak de country folks do [who are without toilets ] ,  why she s tep ovah it 
[ the buried root] an ' aftah dat her leg begin painin ' ' er an ' she went to de 
docto � . Dey thought at firs ' it  wus de rheumatism but it wusn ' t  de rheumat ism . 
She wen t to  de [medical] doctor - I went wit ' er .  I wus livin ' no t fah from ' er .  
Dat wus in 191 7, dat wus de same year I get married . [ The doctor as usual failed 
to help a hoodooed person . ] An '  dey tell ' er to get a root doctor an ' den dey 
tell ' er - said she took real s ick an ' cared ' er dere [ to the root doctor] in f er 
wagon - it wus ab out thirteen miles . An ' so  she come back [home ] . Dey [roo t 
doctor ] tellen ' er dat it  will turn [happen ] a buzzard will come and swum ovah 
f er hous e .  De [root doctor] tole ' em de nex t  day - tell ' em  de buzzard [ next 
day ] will swum ovah de house . [Root doctor] tell f er she wus [will ]  commence to 
get frighten , but she mus tn ' t  get  frighten . 

(When they went t o  the root doctor , the root doctor s aid that next day a 
buzzard would f ly over the house ? )  

Yes sir . An '  i t  sure nuf f  i t  did . I t  turn [ i t  turned out or happ ened that ] 
a buzzard come an ' fly all right , all on de b arn an ' s tuff lak dat . An '  she 
would get up ev ' ry day - she ' d  get [ up ]  an ' go  around b ehind dat barn an ' she 
commence to los in , ' er min ' [mind ] . An '  she ' d  get out in f er nigh tgown an ' she ' d  
come ovah home to my house an ' set  down . Ve [we ] had a little  tree up agains t de 
chimley drC1JJ)in ' water [ in folklore a tree leans toward water and here it would 
surely be leaning toward the chimney corner ] .  She said , "You all wan ' a  hang me . 1 t 

[ The informant drops too much o f  h er though t  here . I am certain th e bewitched 
woman pointed to the t ree , having in mind either , "Jesus , whom ye slew and hanged 
on a tree" (Acts 5 : 30 )  or the fact th at persons in her lifet ime were lawles s ly 
hanged on a tree . ] 

"You al l wan ' a  hang me , "  she say [ this is her repetition no t mine ] , but dat ' s  
all right . Dey didn ' t tree [ treat ] me right , dey didn ' t  tree me right . "  An ' 

dey had to h ide all dere . knives an ' fo ' ks - she would try to kill ' erself ' er 
husb and tole - all de knive an ' fo ' k  an ' smoothin ' rod [ this I do no t know - does 
she mean smoothing iron ? ]  an ' cared it out in a lit tle outhouse an ' locked it up . 

[ I  trans crib ed all the Wilming ton cylinders by hand , though some of it was 
typed later by the profess ional t rans crib er I had to call in . For tunately I 
could eliminate  dup licates and doub tful material , but even s o  my no te f or this 
s tory indicates the task , "Not all copied . "  The end is unknown . ]  [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , (2 72 ) , 192 : 5+85. For +85J see Introduct ion . ]  

204. Mah ole parents said that she was witchcraf ' once by a buz zard , zhoo 
know . They had witchcraf ' ' er s o  that buz zard fo llow ' er ,  follow ' er .  An '  she 
s tuck [ s tunk = s tank ] j is '  like de b uz zard . Didn ' t care where she go , she could 
look up , why no buz zard would be ahnd [ or ' oun ' = round ] ' er ,  swimmin ' ahnd ovah 
de hous e but that one buz zard . An ' she went to a wi tchcraf ' man . An '  he tole 
' er that that buzzard had been fixed to follow ' er ,  that she had been witchcraf '  
with graveyard dirt - she go t i t  in likkah . 

(Who was this person? ) 
Mah mother . 
(Go on with your s tory . )  
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She said this ole fortune te l ler man [witaharaft man , who like mos t  profes
sional wo rkers was also a fortune teller ] t ole f er she git i t  in graveyard dirt 
in likkah - she was a great l ikkah drinkah - an ' they j is '  fixed , got tha t grave
yard dirt, fixed it in likkah , an ' give it ta ' er . · · They fixed i t  s o  tha t buzzard I 
j is '  follow ' er .  She s tuck [ s tunk = s tank] like that buz zard . 

(How did she get rid o f  that ? )  
Well , she was cured by yur ts [= y-eart ' s ?  = earth s ?  � roots ] in de woods . 

[ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , (102 2 ) , 1654 : 8  - for another woman wh o became an alcoholic 
by witchcraft , see No . 78 . ]  

205 . A woman once was livin ' an ' she had a s on .  Another lady had a daughter .  
Well , this daughter was much older than the s on .  This woman [who ] had the son 
d idn ' t  want fer her chi ld - i t  was too much - to marry this woman ' s daughter . 
But anyhow , they went on together an ' courtin ' an ' got  married . An ' this woman 
was heart-mad about i t . An '  so she went down in Jacksonville , Florida - some ' ere 
' nother - to get s omepin fo ' these people . We ll , these peop le was wis e , you see .  
These  p eop le was already o n  to  it , see . They could d o  things to  s ave theysel f , 
you know , to look fer theirself , protect theirse lf . 

An '  s o  the [hoodoo ] woman t ole this woman [ b oy ' s mother ] - she went dere - now 
I ' m not any lyin ' - she say ,  " I f  dey [gir l ' s  family ] see dis chi cken fo r [be fore ] 
i t  g e t  to the house an ' kil l  i t , you ' ll die . "  

(Did she g et this chicken from the woman down there in Florida? ) 
I couldn ' t  tell . Anyhow , they s ee this chi cken come out on Sunday mornin ' ,  

comin ' up to the house - it wen t over to  the front . Well , she [ the girl ' s  
mo ther ] gon I a  watch out , you know , an ' see this  chi cken comin ' aroun ' there - a 
necked [naked ] chicken , a fry-s ize chicken , j is '  as necked , didn ' t  have a b i t  of 
feather on it . 

[A  naked chicken - a chicken dressed to kill - a chi cken carrying so  much 
pois on i t  had los t all feather s - see margin- t i t le Doator PT-i a a ly . ] 

A fellah s ay ,  "Oh , look at that chicken yonder ! "  An '  thi s woman run out an ' 
she me t the chicken , an ' she took a s t ick an ' killed it , an ' s ay ,  "Father , Son 
and the Holy Ghos ' ,  an ' Three in One , I kil l  yeh . "  An' she sailed on the chICken 
an ' she ki lled it . An' soon af t er that this woman took s i ck an ' she died - the 
b oy ' s mother . 

(What did she tell her to do to  th is chicken? ) 
I don ' t  know , but she had the chicken dress an ' sent it [ t o ]  this house , you 

know .  The chicken was goin ' to the house . She [ the hoodoo woman ] said that she 
[ the b oy ' s mother ] couldn ' t  go - you s ee , they was watchin ' then an '  none of them 
couldn ' t  g o . She sent that chicken . The woman tole her , "Now , you s end this 
chicken , you can ' t git to her - you s end this  chi cken . "  

[ The action here is quite clear . The hoodoo woman did not give the boy ' s 
mother a dressed chicken to  carry back to Georgia or wherever she came from ; she 
gave her a two-purpose powder to sprinkle on a chi cken af ter she had returned 
home - one part of the powder propelling the chicken forward , the o ther part 
containing the spell to be cas t . A s cienti fic exp lanation is also pos s ib le - the 
God of Chance took care o f  the final result , some s tray undressed chicken getting 
itself killed . ]  [Wilming ton ,  N .  Car . , ( 3 20) , 253 : 2+85 . ]  

206 . Dis wus a woman done dis . She had some t ame woopin ' [whipping ] ow ls , 
had ' em tame - hawks we all call ' em ,  chicken hawks , an ' d ey could say mos ' any
thing dat she would tell ' em  tuh say .  An ' dere wus d e  t ime she had dis woman tuh 
pay her if she would git  her clear of her chile [ clear her ch ild ] dat day , an ' 
dey wus tuh ,  yo ' know , des troy [hang ] l im dat day , an ' dey had de owl tuh go way 
down in de b ranch [ creek , run , b rook]  ·wit de voice an ' de hawk up in de air outa 
s ight , an ' she had de hawk to say , "If  dey kill dat man , Ah des troy de worl ' " -
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an ' de owl he mus t say , "De Lawd . "  An ' all o f  dem heah de voice , an ' j es '  as  
dey f ixin ' tuh kill de man dey all s top , an ' j es ' he  say "Lord" again fo ' three 
t imes , an ' dey thought sho ' ' nuf f it  was s omepin up in de air - de good Lord or 
s omepin . Den ever ' b ody to ' [ t ook]  out 'way from dere an ' dey nevah did hang dis 
fellah . 

• 

( Thi s old aunjure woman had thi s fi�ed up ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(These  two b irds - that ' s  an old s t ory ? ) 
Yes . 
(Where did you hear that? ) 
In Alb any , Georg ia . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 2636 : 5 . ]  
207 . I was ab oard a ship where [ a t  a later date ] all the crew had been taken 

o f f  and no account could be g iven , and I was on the lookout one morning between 
four and f ive o ' clock on the fore s tage . And there came five pigeons and sat on 
that s tage and what they were I never could tell . I thought those f ive pigeons 
were the sp irits  of those dead . They said a sea serpent took those f ive men o f f  
that b oat down in the Caribb ean Sea . An d  that was i n  1 86 7 . That b rig was from 
New York , the Mary Ce les te . 

[This man in 1860 was old enough t o  travel from Yorktown to Hamp ton by him
self , sleeping one night out in the open . Wi thout claiming anything or boas ting 
he said he had b een a sailor on the ship j us t  after the five men were los t in 
1867 . The loss o f  the complete crew to which he refers - the Mary Ce les te lef t 
New York for Genoa on Novemb er 7 ,  1872 , and f our weeks later was found abandoned 
in the Atlantic ; no one aboard ever being heard f rom again . ] [ Hampton , Va . , 
( 24) , Ed . ]  

208 . Ah heard o f  a man wus in troub le once , an '  he went tuh see a wise man 
[ rare term]  to try tuh git  some help . So  dis man said to him , said , "Yo ' go on 

b ack home an ' yo ' s tay there an ' yore bossman will go down dere an ' s tan '  yore 
b ond . "  So he went on back home , an ' de law caught him an ' put him in j ail , an ' 
de bossman went down an ' s tan '  his bond . We ll , aftah s t andin ' his b ond , den he 
[bonded man ] went b ack to him [wise man ] , yo '  know ,  af tah he got  out . Den he 
went on b ack to dis man an ' he said to him , said , "Yo ' go on back home now an ' 
yo ' make yo ' self sati s f iable an ' whenevah yo ' in co ' t , "  s ay ,  "yo ' look up ovah 
de j udge ' s  haid an ' yo ' ll see a b ird flyin ' . "  An ' sho ' ' nuff  - ah heard he say 
he done it , an '  he look up dere an ' de b ird f lyed across ,  an '  af tah de bird fly 
up , he go on an ' win his cas e - de j udge clear him . De b ird wus a sparrow . 
[ The b ird , of  course , was sent by the wise man or hoodoo man . ] [Wils on , N .  Car . , 
( 149 7 ) , ( ? ) . ]  

209 . [Acquainted wi th Doator Frizz ly more than forty years , I could not 
include him among ordinary b irds of the p receding margin-title ; sure ly the zeal 
of Doator Frizz ly of Memphis town at the end of this  mediaal group deserves 
special commendat ion by separation . ]  

A woman from Beaufort [ South Carolina ] t ole me dat . I went to ' er home one 
day an ' see dis chi cken , an ' ask  ' er why did she have dis  little hen . She s aid 

she had dat fri z z ly hen to keep anyone f rom hur.tin ' ' er .  An '  I 
DOCTOR FRIZZLY asked how she could keep anyone from hurtin ' ' er .  She s ay ,  we ll , 

dat hen , i f  anyb ody put down any roots or anything fer ' er ,  dat 
hen would s cratch ' em up , an '  o f  course if  dat hen died , she would know dat she 
would di e af ter dat , too . 

(Well , why was that ? )  
Why dis root has [WOUld have ] poison ' e r .  
(Oh , i t  poisoned the chicken . )  
Yeah , i f  i t  poisoned de chicken , o f  course i t  would poison ' er ;  but i f  �a t hen 
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l ived an ' s cra tched up de root ,  den she would live , too .  
(Where did you hear this ? )  
A woman from Beaufort told me dat . 
(An old woman in Beaufort or f rom Beauf or t . )  
Right here in Charles ton .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . ,  ( 49 5) , 5 38 : 1 . ] 
2 10 . A b lack frizzly hen won ' t  let nothin ' s tay in de yard - he ' ll s cratch 

it  up . You see some frizzly hen it b e so necked [ naked ] in de back an ' i t ' ll 
be  red? I t  be necked ,  then he done pick [ up ] a root . You see s ome chickens 
dat  scratch aroun ' de door for fresh wo rms ? Well , if dere toby or anything 
s tuck down here , if i t ' s anything in a bag , dey [ the ordinary chicken ] ain ' t 
goin ' do i t ; but a b lack frizzly hen , dey take it up an ' eat al l dat pisen an ' 
den dat pisen , when he pick it  up , he gets necked . An '  de person who puts i t  
down , dat hen take it  up . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 504) , 555 : 1 . ] 

211 . I f  yo ' have a frizzly chicken - dey tell me dat i f  you always keep a 
fri zzly chicken on yore yard , providin ' if anyb ody puts down anything fo ' yo ' 
tuh go ovah , de friz zly chicken will pick i t  up , an '  if yo ' s ee dat chicken 
begin git tin ' necked , dat ' s  what dat thing wus gon ' a  do f o '  yo ' , an ' de 
ch icken g i t  it [ ins tead of you ] . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1456) , 2647 : 14 . ] 

212 . Yo ' ll git  a b lack frizzly - dem o thah ch ickens ain ' t no good - git  a 
b lack frizzly . Yo ' ll turn dat b lack frizzly chicken in de yard an ' yo ' ll gon ' a 
not ice her haid b e  clean as yore han ' . Well , she done p ick up s tuff  people done 
put roun ' dere fo ' yo ' - de same kinda s tuff lak ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ,  yo ' see . 
[Algiers , La . , ( 1602 ) , 30 25 : 8 . ] 

2 13 . De fr i zzly chicken - mos t  people have dem on dere yard . I f  anybody 
wanta do anything to yo ' , why dey suppos ed tuh s cratch up al l de p oison . 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 2535 : 11 . ] 

2 14 . Yo ' kin take a frizzly chicken , if  there ' s  anything 1ayin ' roun '  yor e 
p lace - if  anybody dress yore home , put anything down - dat chicken will find 
it , he ' ll s cratch an ' he ' ll f ind it an ' he ' ll des troy it . 

Thare was a lady had one right heah an '  he wen t f rom heah on 21st  Street ovah 
in Memphi s town somewhare . Dat chicken went thare hisself an ' he found some s tuff 
was ovah thare . Dat was righ t  heah in ' 2 6 [ 19 26 ] . 

(How far is  that? ) 
Well , Memphis town - ah don ' t know which way yo ' come [ to the hotel where I was 

interviewing in St . Petersburg ] or . 
( I s  i t  a half mile or ? )  
Oh , Memphistown is two miles . He went all ' cross - well , dey didn ' t know [ he 

had gone so far away ] . Well , it ' s  dis lady an ' de lady dat lived ovah dere [ in 
Memphis town ]  dey was fren ' s ,  yo ' know , an ' she tole dem , said , "Well , ah got a 
chicken heah an ' if  dere ' s  anything lak dat - he be ' s  gone [ af ter it ] . Ah don ' t  
know whare he is now . He ' s  in de town heah somewhare now [ looking for troub le ] . 
He j es '  goes about lak dat , "  an ' she say , "if  dere ' s  anything dere he ' ll find 
it . " An '  sho ' ' nuf f he went dah an ' found it . 

(You mean this ch icken j us t  wanders around f inding this s tuff ? )  
Jes ' all h e  do - dat ' s  all he , dem kin ' a  chicken do - yo ' [ see] dem of ten , of 

dem kind . 
[ For Memphistown ,  s ee Negro communi ties , some unofficial names for , in Index . 

Years ago the South End of Quincy , I llinois (ment ioned frequently in FACI) , us ed 
to be called Ca tftown , because so many of the German fami lies living there kep t 
a cow . ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1585 : 1 . ] 

2 15 . I ' ll tell you what I have seen - twenty-eight years ago [ 19 0 8 ]  a cat 
behind a young woman and the young woman was kin ' a  intoxicated . 

There were two s i s t ers . They lived together . One sis ter had gone out to a 
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party and the o ther one was all ready to go out . And this one , that hadn' t gone 
yet , waited for her s ister to come in . She wai ted until eleven o ' clo ck . 

CAT And it was in the sunnnertime . So  she said , "Mrs . Duke , wil l  you take my 
key . "  - I said , ' Yes ' - " t o  ' g ive to my sis ter when she comes , b ecaus e I 

have been wai t ing for her . She h'asn ' t got here yet . "  S o I said "Very well , 
sure , I ' ll do that for you . " I took the key . 

And her sis ter came in ab out one o ' clock at nigh t t ime and was rapping on her 
s ister ' s  door . I was in bed so I holler to her and s ay ,  "Emma , " I said , "I  have 
your key , your sis ter is out . "  She s aid , "Very wel1 . "  I go t  righ t up and opened 
my door and passed her the key . Meantime , the cat got in behind her . I was 
trying to move b ack . I couldn ' t  move [ the reason is given later ] . She was 
trying to  unlock the door but couldn ' t .  She ha4 a lit t le too much drink in her . 
I said , "Emma , come on in my house . "  She said , "No , I am going on in home . The 
door is a little hard to unlock . "  She unlo cked i t  and went in . And she said , 
"Cordelia , there ' s  a cat over h ere . Is it  your cat ? "  I s aid , "No , not my cat . "  
She said , "Yes . "  I said , "No , Emma , "  l ike that .  I said , "Well , come on in my 
place . "  She said , "No , no , I can ' t do that . "  So  in the meantime she says , 
"Here goes the cat . I t ' s  going out . "  But I am a lit tle ahead o f  my s t ory . 

During the t ime she was unlocking to get in , this cat got very t ired awaiting . 
And it  turned three di fferen t  colors while she was trying to get in ; one was 
yellow ,  the o ther was g rey , the other was b lack - b lack and whit e .  I t  didn ' t 
worry me about b eing a spiri t . What came over me , I couldn ' t move . I s aid , 
"Couldn ' t  it be the mo onshinetl - i t  was night t ime - looking for the moon to see 
i f  it was reflecting on the cat . Had i t  o f  been the mo on I wouldn ' t  have been 
frightened . Af ter I couldn ' t get a s ight o f  the moon and couldn ' t move , I was 
terrib ly frightened . And I never moved , couldn ' t  move , un til she unlocked the 
door and the cat went in behind her . Then I went and g o t  into my bed . 

Thi s was on l15th S treet [New York City ] where I us ed to live . I never had 
the nerve to ask her ; but one thing I do know , she never came to her sis ter ' s  any 
more . In s ix months she never came to her sis ter ' s  house . She s tayed around 
o the r peop le ' s  houses fur ther downtown . I said to her sis ter ab out the cat , 
"Th ere ' s  a meaning to that . "  Her sis ter said , "Don ' t  mind tha t . That ' s  only the 
devil af ter Emma . "  That was one s is ter speaking ab out the o ther . I knew is mus t 
have b een a token . I asked a minister . The minis ter said , "That cat was the 
devil shown to you be cause Emma has a ll th e faith in the world in you . She is 
not a Christ ian . I t  was shown to you for you talk to her be caus e she has lo ts 
of  faith in you . "  Six mon ths af ter that she d ied . [New York C i ty , ( 6) , Ed . ]  

2 16 . Thi s  s tory that  I am about to tell happened in New York [ City ] about two 
years ago [ 19 34 ] . There was a black cat came t o  a lady and followed her home . 
She tried to keep h im out . He followed her on into the house . To begin with she 
intended to  get rid of him , but after he s tayed for a day and a night , she liked 
h im and she kept him .  He was ther e about four weeks . The woman went away to 
Chicago to the b ig fair that  was there and she took the cat , she carried it over , 
to another woman ' s house to spend the ten days she was away . They took care o f  
him over ther e .  When she came back home , she s ent and go t this c a t  and b rough t  
it  b ack . 

This woman ' s  house she carried it  to , her b ro ther-in-law was living with her . 
Three days after the cat was carried back , thi s  woman ' s  bro ther- in-law - he had 
hear t trouble - that had kep t  i t  ten days , s tarted ups tairs . He got to the third 
floor , he lived on the fourth , dropped down wi th his c igarette in his mouth and 
died righ t there . Peop le came up the s tairs and found him with the cigarett e  
s till in his mouth and had t o  take i t  out to  keep it from burning him .  They took 
him back up to the apartment and he was bur ied f rom there . 
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One week a f t er , the woman that the cat had f o l lowed home , s h e  went to work .  
She didn ' t work a l l  the t ime , but thi s  wa s a s p e c ia l  day she went out t o  do s ome
th ing . She kis s e d  everyb ody goodby , went down town t o  do some li t t le h ous ework . 
She did what she had t o  do on the f irs t f loor , went up th e s t airs , go t to the t op 
o f  the s t ai rs , gave one l i t t le s igh . S omeone came to her and when th ey g o t  there 
she could no t s p eak . She died . The b lack c a t  wa s s t i l l  at her house . 

They huddled him out f rom there b e caus e no one wanted to s ee th a t  cat b e caus e 
s ome people was wat ch ing the e f f e c t s  wh er ever he had b e en . They took h im t o  
ano ther apartment o n  Grant Avenue . Tha t  f ami ly was d emo l ished . Troub l e  came 
up and they s eparat e d . 

So they g o t  s omeone to t ake th e cat out in the country and I heard no more 
of him . [New York C i ty , ( 10 ) , Ed . ]  

2 1 7 . I r ememb er a s to ry o f  a cat . Th i s  was a man who wen t to a ho t e l . H e  
put h i s  h o r s e  up . Go ing i n  t h e  h o t e l  the man t o l d  him tha t , "Y ou g o  over y onder 
and s t ay . "  He s a id , "Wh a t  am I g o ing t o  pay for the nigh t ? " He s aid , " I ' l l go 
to work and give i t  to you free , i f  y ou ' l l j us t  only s t and th ere for one nigh t . "  
He s ays , "We l l , I ' l l try i t . "  S o  he goes ove r to th is house . He had a l antern . 
He s i ts i t  down , s e t  b a ck and commence smoking . In walked a b ig ca t . He wa lked 
up along s i de of h im and lo oked in his face and s ai d , " John , "  he says , " look , 
John , the r e ' s  nob ody in here b u t  you and I . "  J ohn looked at the cat . The cat 
was as larg e as a young cal f . J ohn s aid , "Li s t en , in a f ew minut es th ere won ' t  
b e  anyb ody in here b u t  you . " [ O ld Point Comfor t ,  Va . , ( 3 2 ) , Ed . ] 

2 1 8 . One t ime a f el low was f rying s ome eggs . He was s e t t ing down the re c ook
ing and looking th ing s over . He heard a vo i c e . He looke d  around t o  s ee wh ere i t  
was a t  and couldn ' t f ind i t . S o he goes t o  th e s tove and s ome thing up on t op o f  
the chimley s aid , " I ' m  g on ' a  drop . "  He s aid , "Yo u can drop a l l  you wan t , s o  y ou 
don ' t  d rop in my pan o f  s lop . "  F inal ly , a ca t leg fe ll down th e chimley , went in 
the corner and s e t  down . Th e f e l low looked a t  i t , then a t  the pan , and s ome thing 
on t op o f  the h ous e s a i d , " I ' m  gon ' a  drop . "  Ano ther leg f e l l  down the ch im l ey 
and wen t  over there and b o th g o t  tog e th er . Wh en th e two legs commenced t o  g e t 
t ing toge ther h e  said , " I t ' s  g e t t ing kin ' a  t i g h t  i n  here . "  T h e  leg s  s aid , 
"That I s no thing . Wa i t  t il l  my b o dy comes down . " S ometh ing on top o f  the chiml ey 
s aid , "I ' m  gon ' a drop . "  Th a t  cat ' s  b ody f e ll down the ch imley . I t  wen t over and 
g o t  with th em legs . Th e fellow look at th em ag ain and th e pan of s lop and sa i d , 
"I t ' s  g e t t ing kin ' a  t igh t in here . "  Th en they s a id , "Wai t  un t i l  th em front l eg s 
g e t  down h e re . "  S omething s a id , " I ' m  gon ' a  drop . "  He s a id , "Y ou can d rop all 
you want t o  j us t  so you don ' t  d rop in the s lop . " The f ront legs dropped and went 
over the r e  and g o t  toge th er . He said , " I t ' s  t ight in here now sure enough . "  
Then i t  said , "Yes , bu t y ou wait un t i l  th e h ead come s down . "  The man s a i d , "Th e 
b ack l eg s  is here , th e b o dy is here , th e f ront legs is here , b u t  wh en tha t  head 
ge t s  d own I ' m g on ' a  be gone . "  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 3 8 ) , Ed . ]  

2 19 . A man was tramp ing and go t ten hung ry and he s topped by a hous e , and the 
woman gave him a p int of meal and told him there wa s a old cab in further down the 
road and he could s top there that night , and she s ai d  h e  could b uild him s e l f  a 
f ir e  and cook this meal . The f i r e  was g e t t ing h o t  - th ey made ash cakes in tho s e  
days . Wh i l e  the f i r e  w a s  g e t ting h o t  s ome thing spoke up the ch imley , ' �Qok out , 
I ' m g on ' a  falL " Down f e l l  a leg . He p i c ked that up and threw i t  b ack b eh ind 
him . Af t er awh i l e  it cried again , "Look out , I ' m g on ' a  f a l L " He s a i d , " Fall . "  
He t ook that l eg and threw i t  b eh ind him .  P r e s en t ly i t  cr ied again , "Look out , 
I ' m gon ' a f a l l . "  He t o ok that arm and thr ew i t  b ack b eh ind h im .  P r e s ent ly i t  
s aid , "Look out , I ' m gon ' a  fall . "  The o th er arm f e l l . H e  threw that b eh ind h im . 
Th en i t  kin ' a  cried , "Look out , look out , I ' m g on ' a  fal1 . 1 1 The b o dy d ropped 
down . He threw that b eh ind h im .  He done gone b a ck t o g e th e r . He grabb ed thi s 
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poker and st arted af t er him and he run out ran around to the corner of the 
chim1ey and went down into a hole . And he dug and came to a pile of money . 
[ Fr edericksburg , Va . ,  ( 81) , Ed . ]  

63  

220 . A g irl was always crazy for fixing her hair . Her mo ther was going to a 
party . Her mo ther was hurrying her . ' And she told her mo ther she ' d  rather g o  to 

hell than to go to this party without time for f ixing her hair . 
HEAVY COFFIN And she died and they laid her out in the co f f in . They couldn ' t 

move the cof f in .  They open it  and 
'
a b lack cat j umped out . The 

hair was f ixed as good as anybody ever could fix i t . They said the cat mus t o f  
f ixed it . [ Fo r  girl " fixing h e r  hair , "  cat , and heavy cof f in ,  see FACI , 2ed . , 
pp . 710-711 , Nos . 15 3 72-15373 . ]  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 4 5 ) , Ed . ]  

2 21 .  I heard one time that a woman died and the day - they g o t  ready to bury 
her and the pallb earers had taken her out of the house and put her in the hearse . 
And they had four horses and they couldn ' t  pull it . So they got  two more and 
they couldn ' t  pull it . And they said they got two more  horses and they couldn ' t  
pull it . S o  then they decided to open it  and see what was in it . And when they 
opened it there was a cat in there comb ing her hair . So they got  the cat out and 
the two horses could pull it . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 31) , Ed . ] 

2 2 2 . I did hear one t ime that there was two girls whi ch was par tners , used 
to go t o  and fro together .  So at las t one day , one Sunday , they decided t o  go to 
church . And they went to Sunday s chool in the morning , also to  eleven o ' clock 
service , and that night one of the girls decided she wanted to go to the night  
service . So when the one girl got  to the o ther girl ' s  house , the other girl was 
comb ing her hair . She told the o ther g irl , "Leave us go  to chur ch . "  The other 
girl  s aid to her in rep ly , "Before I go to church I ' d rather go to hell wi th b oth 
eyes open wi thout my hair being comb ed . "  After then they went . The next day , 
which was Monday , this g irl was t aken s ick . Tuesday she died . On Thurs day they 
wer e ge tting ready for her funeral . They had taken the corpse to the church . 
And af t er carrying it  to the chur ch they opened it  s o  everybody could review .  
And after doing so , they went to p ick up the cof fin t o  put i t  to the hearse and 
they couldn ' t  nob ody move i t . Then at las t a gang of  men put this co f fin in the 
hearse . Af ter the cof f in g o t  in the hearse they had four horses pulling the 
cof f in . All four of those horses could no t move it . I t  was an awful thing t o  
s e e  the great excitment . Then they decided t o  take this coffin out of the hearse 
and open i t  to see wha t  was the troub l e .  S o  when they open this coffin there was 
a b lack cat in there comb ing th is girl ' s  hair with its  paw .  [ Old Point Comfort , 
Va . , ( 2 7 ) , Ed . ]  

223 . That ' s  the reason I don ' t  plat my hair t o  this day . I f  a woman dies and 
her hair b e  p lat ted , they said , " She ' s  gone t o  torment [he11 ] . " The horses could 
not pull the coffin it would be s o  heavy . A b lack cat would b e  in that cof f in 
unp1atting the hair . You open the coff in and run that cat out and g o  on to  the 
grave . They say never p lat your hair . I never pla tted my hair in my life . They 
say i t ' s  a bad s ign .  [ Informant a large g irl near Woodvi lle , Miss . ,  when Civi l 
War began . ] [New York C ity , ( 5 ) , Ed . ]  

224 . I heard of  another s tory one time , I don ' t know how true i t  is , ab out a 
man dying . He wasn ' t a church memb er .  So when he  died they had the casket and 
they carried it  to  the g rave . And i t  s eemed as heavy , well , as doub le as what it 
belong ed to be . S o  when they opened i t , out f ly a turkey buzzard . That buzzard 
was supposed to b e  the devil .  Then the casket b ecame light and they could carry 
it  t o  the grave . [ Tyree Church , Md . ,  see Index , ( 1 2 ) , Ed . ]  

225 . They s aid they were going down a woods r oad one nigh t and they said this 
dog ran up and ran through the legs of the horse and right  on between the buggy 
wheels and ran on off into the woods . They thought it  was someone trying to  put 
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b ad luck on th em . They thought i t  was a sp ir i t , they didn ' t  think i t  was a dog . 
They though t i t  was s ome sp irit s omeone had s ent out f o r  you know , to kin ' a  

DOG aunjure them . 
--- [ The reader can see at once tha t  this dog was not an ordinary prowling 
animal me e t ing by chance a horse and b uggy . A natural dog would never have me t 
a horse head on , running b e tween the four legs and then the four wheels , two legs 
and two wheels each s i de o f  h im - qui t e  a feat at nigh t ! Thi s  dog was go ing in 
the oppos i t e  direct ion to 01'OBB the occupan t s  of the buggy . -] [ Snow Hi ll , Md . ,  
( 83 ) , 4 : 1 . ] 

2 26 . I f  you are a s inner , you will come in any kind o f  shape . I know a man 
at h ome who died and his home had a b l a ck dog in i t  a l l  the t ime . You could s e e  
i t , t oo . [ New York City , ( 7 ) ,  Ed . ] 

2 2 7 . I heard a man s ay he was c oming along one night and th ere was a li t t le 
b it o f  a dog corne t ro t t ing along b eh ind him . He s a i d  he hollered a t  the l i t t l e  
d o g  and asked him where he was go ing . And t h e  l i t t l e  d o g  s t il l  kep t t r o t t ing out 
a f t e r  h im and he turned around and ki cked the lit t le dog . He said the li t t le dog 
ros e up high , as high as his sh oulder was , and liked to s cared him t o  death . He 
ran unt il he fell . The d og was supp osed t o  b e  an evil s p i ri t �  [ Hamp t on , Va . , 
( 2 8) , Ed . ]  

2 28 . Then , I saw a b i lly goat one nigh t  th at was a sp ir i t . We wer e coming 
h ome from over town and wh en we g o t  up to the g raveyard we had to p a s s . There 

was a b ridge th ere by the p a th and this goat h e  come up from under th at 
GOAT b ridg e . There was twen ty- f ive or more women tog ether coming over . And 

I said , "Oh ! lo ok at tha t goat . "  An o ther old lady along there with us , 
she s a id , "Tha t ain ' t  no b i lly g oat , that ' s a spir i t . "  When we g o t  up t o  the 
b r idg e he went overb oard then and the water sp lashed all up . And when we g o t  
u p  there w e  didn ' t  s e e  noth ing . [Hamp t on ,  Va . , ( 3 1 ) , Ed . ] 

2 2 9 . He wan t ed th i s  gurl t o  love ' im .  She wouldn ' t  love ' im - didn ' t  kear 
anything ab out ' im atall . An '  s o  it wure a camp mee t in ' . An '  he b ough t a wat er-

me lon - a great b ig , nice waterme lon - took out a nice s lice of i t . He pu t  
HOG s omep in o n  i t  [ a  love p owder ]  - I don ' t  know wha t , b ut he g ive i t  t o  th is 
--- gur l . An '  while h e  g ive i t  to thi s  gur l  - but his gurl wouldn ' t  eat i t . So 
s ome hogs out the re - he threw it out t o  the hogs an ' the h ogs et e  i t . An ' th i s  
h o g  come b a ck an ' fol lowed this man all over the camp i n  , aroun ' un t i l  f in ' l ly h e  
went home . [ Snow H i l l , Md . ,  ( 97) , 12 : 1 . ] 

2 3 0 . My mother told me that once when she was a chi ld her f a ther and ano ther 
g entlemen had b e en to the c i ty [Mt . O l ive , North Caro lina ] on S aturday nigh t t o 
g e t  food for the week , and on th eir way b ack - they had wa i t ed real late t o  come 

b ack , and they had to corne through a s t retch of wood s . They g o t  along at 
HORSE a c e r t ain dis tance whe re people had said a man was ki lled . The hors es 

s t opped that was carrying them in the b ug gy and they couldn ' t  get them t o  
s t art . The t eam made an a t t emp t tha t  they were looking a t  s omething but they did 
no t  see it a t  all . After ab out a ha lf a hour th ey g o t  the team to go . But in 
the meant ime s ometh ing j ump ed on the b ack o f  the b ug gy and d i dn ' t g et of f unt i l  
ab out a quar t er o f  a m i l e  f r om  the i r  horne , and when i t  go t of f i t  f e ll like a 
t ree had f al l en . Yet they didn ' t  s ee anything . [ Ocean City ,  Md . , ( 18) ,  Ed . ]  

2 3 1 . Now I know a woman down here in Carol ine , she was called on a Sunday 
morning to come ove r  there t o  th e farm . They had a hors e  very b ad o f f . She 
dis covered where they had p lanted a b o t t l e under this door , th e  door of the 
s t ab l e , and they g o t  thi s  hor s e  s o  he couldn ' t  ge t up . She r emoved i t  and th e 
horse g o t  all r igh t . [ Freder i cksburg , Va . , ( ? ) , Ed . ;  Caro l ine Co . ,  Va . , 1 934 ; 
a rare examp le in my Neg ro fo lklore o f  an animal i t s el f  b eing b ewi t ched . ]  

2 3 2 . Wel l , now da t ' s  done fa ' ho s s e s  [ horses ] an ' fa ' humans , too . Fa ' 
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nins tance , s ay if yo ' wanta b uy a hos s - a nice f ine h o s s , fat an ' all an ' yo ' 
wanta b uy ' im an ' d e  man wants too much f o ' h im o r  he don ' t  wan ta s ell him to 
yo ' .  Well , yo ' take - g i t  chew a b rand new piece o f  homespun an ' s tart f rom his 
hip-b one an ' make one kno t , an ' go up . Ev ' ry time yo ' come up to ev ' ry j oint , 
yo ' make a kno t , an ' yo ' t ake an ' b ury i t  in dat ho s s ' s  t rack an ' he ' ll become 
tuh b e  lame - cripp led an ' he lay down an ' he can ' t  g i t up . We ll , de man mayb e 
want ed de h o s s , b ut he t ake mos t any kinda p rice - we ll , he t ake it den . 
[ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( ? ) , 2 10 7 : 7 . ]  

2 3 3 . I have seen a spiri t in the shap e of an animal . I was go ing h ome one 
night from the lodge . My daugh t er and myself were together . And we came to this 
pool of wat er and a g reat b ig mule , he was s tand ing up in this p ond and he didn ' t 

have any head on him . I said to my daugh t er , "Look a t  that b ig mule . "  And 
MULE she g o t  scared and run and said , " I don ' t  see no mule . "  S o  when we g o t  

home she t o ld p ap a ,  " I  ain ' t  g o ing with her no more - a t  night . Mama seen a 
gho s t tonigh t and I didn ' t see nothing . "  He asked me what i t  were and I to ld him 
it was a mule b ut i t  didn ' t  have no head . [Hamp ton , Va . , ( 3 1) , Ed . ]  

2 3 4 . Th is colo red f el low used to hunt a '  nigh t f or ' po s s um  and ' coon . He 
said one nigh t his dog s wer e on a c o ld track and th ey con t inued to f o l l ow th is 
' c oon t rack unt i l  the track b egan to get warm . Af t er awh i l e  they bayed and after 

they b ayed he to-1d [ took hold ] his lant ern and went t o  se e what the 
OPOSSUM dogs were a f ter . He went to the dogs and there was s ome thing on the 

ground that looked like a ' possum . He p i cked i t  up and put it in his 
b ag . He s tarted to trail another and he a lmos t reached the do g s  when the thing 
in the b ag b eg an to cry . It s ounded like a b aby crying , so he had to t ake it out 
of the b ag . He took it ou t of the b ag and he hurried home as fast as he could . 
He le f t  i t  there . He didn ' t know what "it was . [ Ocean C i ty , Md . ,  ( 14 ) , Ed . ]  

2 3 5 . I heard one ab out a ' possum .  Some p eop le went out ' pos sum hunt ing that 
nigh t and when they got out in the woods they looked in a tr ee and see wha t  they 
thought was a ' po s s um and they [ shot ] at him and mis s ed him .  When they s tarted 
to cut t ing on the tree they cut it unt i l  they cut it  down . When the tree fell 
they looked all around with their lan terns and the ' pos sum was gone . Right 
b ehind them then they heard a noi s e  sp lashing in the water . They though t it had 
gone in there . They never did s ee the ' p os sum . It was real f unny the ' po s sum 
g o t  away . When they come to find out an o ld man told them i t  wasn ' t  a ' p ossum 
but i t  was a spirit in the shap e o f  a ' po s s um .  [ Hamp ton , Va . , ( 31 ) , Ed . ]  

2 3 6 . Well , dey s ay i t ' s  useles s  to g o ' po s s um  huntin ' or varmint - any kin ' a  
varmint - on a Friday nigh t . As a rule , de dogs wil l run ha ' nts . 

(Where did you hear that ? ) 
Oh , ah ' ve heerd dat all mah days . 
(What p art o f  the country , I mean ? ) 
We ll , I heerd da t  in north Florida an ' south Georgia . [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , 

( 9 89 ) , 15 9 6  : 8 . ] 
2 3 7 . Another f e ll ow used to hunt and his dogs treed s ometh ing . When he went 

to cut the tree s ome thing like a sheep fell b ut it fe l l  like it we ighed f i f te en 
t ons . Thi s land on whi ch the t ree s t ood b e long ed to an old fel low who had for
b idden hunting on the g r ound and a f t er he died anyb ody that hunted on there would 
always see s omething o r  hear s omething p e culiar . [ Ocean Ci ty , Md . , ( 14 ) , Ed . ]  

2 3 8 . I t wus a long t ime ago . I hear mah f a ther use to o f f  ten talk about i t . 
He s aid i t  wus a man had s ometh ing down fer ano ther man , an '  it wus a rabb i t  tha t 

p as sed acros t his p a th ev ' ry day he wus going f r om work goin ' his home . 
RABBIT An '  he wus t e1 lin ' s ome his friends ab out l im [ the rabb i t ] . An '  he [ the 

f ri end ] t o le ' im ,  he said to g o  an ' see a wi tchcpaft , you know , who 
knowed something ab out poot things . He s ay i t  wusn ' t  quite nachura1 . An '  this 
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rabb i t  he would pass acro s t  de road ev ' ry day when thi s man wo uld b e  goin ' home 
at nigh t . An '  he vent to de wi tchcraft an ' he wus t e llin ' ' im about i t . An ' th e 
man he fixed [ dressed] a long h i ck ' ry s t ick an ' he tole th i s  man , he s a id , "Wh en 
this rabb i t  cro s s  the road , "  he s ay ,  "you wan ' a take this s t i ck an ' f ling it a f '  
t im [ a f t er him ] . "  An '  he said , "An ' when you fl ing i t  af ' t im , "  he say , " i f  i t  
h it de rabb i t , "  he say , " the pers on that put i t  down they [ there ] , he ' l l  di e . "  
An '  he said , " I f  yo ' can ' t  h i t  d e  rabb i t , "  he s ay ,  "you come b ack an ' you s ee 
me . "  S o  he t ook th e hick ' ry s t ick along with ' im .  An ' he wus comin ' b ack home 
an ' he took an ' had de s t i ck with h im ,  an ' the rabb i t  wus cros s in ' h is path , an ' 
he t ook the s t i ck an ' f l ing a f t er de rabb i t , an ' de s t i ck ro l led t o  it an ' s t ick 
through de rabb it , an '  the rabb i t  then run through [ b e tween ] two trees an ' i t  
s top ' im .  An ' t he next day h e  came along d e  rabb it wus dead . An ' f in ' l ly , thr ee 
days a f t er tha t , th is man , de man that put i t  [ s ome roo t ]  down they [ ther e ] , he 
d ied . [ Wi lming ton , N. Car . , ( 19 3 ) , 9 7 : 6 . ] 

2 39 . Ther e was a woman that d i ed - the nigh t b e f o r e  she d i ed ,  we was cro s s ing 
G i lmo re and Moore S t r ee t , going to church and her snake g o t  away . 

(Her snake ? )  
SNAKE Her snake g o t  away f r om  her . 

( D i d  she have a snake ? )  
Y e s , kep t  two snakes in de hous e - s ay she could s end ' em  anywhere/ she wanted t o .  

( Dh ,  I s ee . )  
And tho s e  snake s g o t  away and come out and one run down d e  culver ' [ one ran 

into a culvert and was lo s t ]  and a man kil led one , and when the one he ki lled -
when he killed that snake she drahpped [ dropped ] s i ck in de chair . S o  I went 
around next morning to s e e  her and she made me o p en de drawer s .  I was ab out 
twenty-nine year s o ld · then . And she had a drawer on s i de of de wall the r e  -
s et t in '  up in a rack - and she mad e  me open that drawer and pull out ab out ha l f  
a dozen s o cks , t ied i n  a kno t  in t h e  midd le and p ins wer e u p  i n  de t oe s . And 
then she h ad pieces b e longs to d i f f ' rent women , and one o f  the women that the 
p ie ces b e long ed t o  l ived r ight up in th e s quar e , and she g o t  tha t when she g ive 
b ir th t o  a b aby ,  and she was r i dden down , b ut sh e d i dn ' t  d ie t i l l  recent ly 
b e c aus e s omeb ody - th ey c leaned the p lace up and burnt up all them rags . She 
had r ag s  - she had hair - she had p ieces cut out the seat of a person ' s p ants -
oh ,  she had every thing , in a j ar ab out tha t tall . 

(Well , why did she d i e  wh en the se snakes we re ki lled - wha t  d id she s ay ab out 
that ? )  [ He doesn ' t und ers tand me . He would have , had he known the answer . ]  

S he t ake s the snakes - she s ay she could t ake them snakes and . make ' em go 
anywher e she want ed ' em and spr inkle the dus t . 

(We ll , that ' s  wha t  she d i d  - but she died when tho s e  snakes were ki l led ? ) 
She d ied - we ll , they s ay tha t that was all her company .  
[He almos t  has the answer . She and the snakes are r eally one s p i ri t ; her l i f e  

being mag i c a l ly bound u p  w i t h  the l ives o f  t h e  snake s . ]  
(We l l  now , th i s  woman you say , tha t was go ing t o  have a b aby or s ometh ing ? )  
She had a baby . And she paid f ive dollars for s omeb ody to get one o f  her 

s an i t ary p ieces and she had tha t  s t opped up there in a b ox . 
(Try ing t o  harm her or something ? )  
Harm her , wh ich she d i d  harm her . Whatever she d i d , now ,  I d idn ' t  know ; but 

whatever she did i t  j es t  r i d  her down . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 4 2 8 ) , 3 8 1 : 1 . ] 
240 . The s e  two b r o ther had get mar r i ed . An ' s o  one of the b ro the r wi f e g o t  

s ick ,  an ' s o  he though t  h e  would g e t  h i s  s is ter-in- law t o  vai t  o n  ' er e  An ' s o  
ev ' ry t ime s h e  seem l ike s h e  wus g e t t in '  a lit t le b e t tah ,  they would t ry t o  d o  
s omep in else t o  ' er e  I t  s eemed l ike a snake - they had a snake up in the l o f t  
[ o f the s i ck woman ' s  cab in ] . An ' s o  one day s h e  [ th e  nurse ]  ven t  h ome t o  g i t  
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huh husb and dinnah , an ' s o th is snake he come down wh ile she wus ' vay [away ] . 
An ' so a f t ah the snake come down , he [ the patient ' s  husb and ] killed the snake. 
An' sh e [ the nurse] come runnin ' an ' hollerin ' an ' to le t im that he would kill 
' er e  An ' s o ,  f in ' lly , she [ the nurse ] died . An ' the woman whu t they had b een 
hurtin ' by this s nake , she lived a good wh i l e  - b ut a f t ah while she did die . 
[Wilming t on ,  N .  C ar . , ( 213) , 118 : 7+8 5 ; near Darling ton , S .  Ca r . ] 

6 7  

241 . Once upon a time a lady b rought a friend o f  her a p ot o f  ri ce and 
toma toes , and the neighb or , no t wanting to eat it , she gave it to her lit t l e  
gi r l .  And the lit tle g irl ate some o f  it and i t  m a d e  h e r  s ick . Af t er tha t  the 
little g i rl would always go out into the woo ds to drink her milk . Her p arents 
d idn ' t  know wh at the ch ild was doing with th is milk . Later her b ro t her followed 
her t o  find out what was happ ening wi th th is milk and he f ound the li t t le girl 
was g iving th is milk to a snake . Her b rother to ld her fa ther . Her father and 
the neighb ors s e t  ou t to f ind th e snake . A f t er they found the snake and killed 
i t , the little girl pas s ed away . [For snake eat ing or drinking ch ild ' s  food , 
see FA CI , 2ed . , pp . 62- 6 3 , Nos . 15 71- 1 5 7 3 . ]  [New York City , ( ? ) , 3 7 0A : l; near 
Charle s t on , S .  Car . ,  19 2 2 . ] 

242 . I f  p eople keep coming there and you don ' t  want ' em there , we l l , you kin 
go to a hoodoo . Mis s  Young , thi s  lady I know . 

(You go to Miss Young, you s ay ? ) 
Yes . 
(What does she do , you s ay ? ) [I am asking him to r epea t . ]  
Say , she s i t  you down and have a long s nake . Well , dis isn ' t  much ab out i t  

what I know ab out i t . See , tha t snake have - talk l ike a human , and s h e  s ay [ t o 
the snake ] , "What he ask you , you tell it to him . "  And s o th en she g ive you a 
little b ag . And sh e say ,  "You g o  there and wh ilst they s e tting down , "  say , "you 
j us t  take this lit tle powder out of th is and j us t  spr inkl e on thei r  b a ck behind . "  
And she s ay ,  "They ' ll stay away from your hous e . "  

(You s a id , when you go to see thi s  Miss Young , you see a snake - you say a 
larg e snake ? ) 

Yes , a large snake . 
(Well now , a large or a live one? ) 
A larg e and a live one - he ' s  large and he ' s  alive . 
(And you s ay tha t  snake talks ? )  

Yes s ir . 
(Wha t did he talk ab out ? )  
Well , they never told me tha t .  
(You said , i t  told you [ not my inf ormant] wha t  to do . )  
What ever you tell - wha t ever tha t  snake t ell you , you tell dem o 
(Tell whom? ) 
Tell de people you wanta stay away from your hous e . 
( I  s e e . )  
[ The client asks Mi s s  Young ' s  snake a ques t ion . The s nake answers . Ventr i l

oquism ?  I doub t i t . The snake ta Zks int o Mi s s Young ' s  e ar and she repeats wha t  
th e snake s ays t o  her . A good examp le of the rout ine will b e  found under the 
marg in-ti tle Earphone in s ub s ec t ion Diagnosis . ]  [ Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 14) ,  
1014 : 3 . ] 

243 . That ' s  wha t  she t o ld me [ this woman who had gone down t o  New O r l eans to 
consult Madam (Someb ody) . ]  

(What d id sh e have - a snake , you say? ) 
A b ig snake , and they s ay that she ' d  mee t you at the door and turn you in 

that room . And she would go on out and directly that b ig snake come crawling 
out . And they s ay ,  i f  you didn ' t get frigh t ened and could s tand tha t snake -
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and she ' d  come back a f ter awhile . And tha t snake would j us t  crawl and lo ok at 
you . I know - I heard . (She has a f i t  of laugh ing [ comment by  trans crib er ] . ) 

A man told me that he went a f ter a gamb ling hand and he say ,  he got  that hand 
and he j us t  won money , and she [preceding Madam ] didn ' t trus t him .  "Now , you 
ain ' t  got  the money [ to pay me now ] . "  Say ,  "When you make your f irs t $ 200 , you 
send me $ 100 , "  and he didn ' t do i t . And he j us t  make money hand over f is t  and 
say ,  after ab out s ix months he was taken death ly s i ck .  And they couldn ' t  do 
noth ing with him - he s tayed her e  in the city [ Vicksb urg ] - and they s ent him 
down to New Orleans [ s eeking a cure ] . And he say ,  one day she came in the room , 
Madam [ S omeb ody ] , and s i t  down at his b edside and says , "Do you rememb er you came 
down to a woman at such-and-such a time ab out s ix months ago ? " He said , "Yes . "  
"And you know what you promised her ? "  "Yes . "  "And didn ' t you have luck? " 
"Yes . "  And he said he cried and carried on , told her to r elease h im . She say , 
"That ' s  cause you ar e thief . I ' ll release you and God knows what you do then . " 
So she re leas ed him , s ay ,  " I ' m  going to let you get well this time , and now , you 
send me $ 200 . "  And he say when he went b ack he made it  and he s ent her $ 200 . 
[Vicksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 7 64a) , 104 5 : 1 . ] 

244 . I f  a person is pos s essed o f  certain spells ,  they have a peculiar 
t reatment for them . In fact , my uncle told me this s tory . He told me that he 
went down to South Carolina wi th a man several years ago and he said th is man 
was poss es sed wi th a cer tain spell , a spell that would worry him.  I think h e  
couldn ' t  e a t  and he couldn ' t  - he was erri s t ab le all th e t ime , couldn ' t hardly 
keep s t ill . And so  he  went to  s ome doctor who deals wi th serpents . And he took 
th is serpent and he asked him ,  he t old thi s man r ather , to take hold of this 
serpent . So  he took ho ld o f the serp en t .  The s erpent was s t r etched out acros s 
the top of the ceil ing - near th e ceiling , rather , he had a rack full o f  ' em .  
I t  looked s imilar to a fish [ ing ] pole I should have said . And s o  he took a hold 
of  this pole , he s aid - and he though t it was a f ish pole , so h e  told me . And 
so after having grasped this fish pole , seeming i t  was a fish p ole , why this f ish 
pole turned into a s erpent . Well , this man b ecame fr igh tened and he b egan to  
s cream .  And after having s creamed for  a long t ime ,  why this man sp oke to this 
serpent . And it cur led b ack and went b ack up to this rack and b ecame a pole 
again . And s o  this man walked on out and he  charg ed him five dollars . But he 
said he never had no more troub le with that spell . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 253 ) , 
249 : 3 . ] 

245 . (All righ t  - suppose you t ell me that? ) 
See , year b efore las t , I had a fence round my hou s e  and I had ve�t cross  to 

the s tore , and when I come b ack and I put my hand on the gate . Well something 
hit me in tha t  f inger [ demons trates ] j us t  like it was a - had s tuck it with a 
pin or something . 

(The little f inger of the lef t  hand . ) 
The lit tle f inger . S o , I didn ' t pay no at t ention , and the next day I looked 

on my arm , r ight along up there and i t  was a long b lack mark like that  and like 
a cross . We ll , when I s een it , I know it was something wrong . Well , I got up 
and went got me s ome of this f ish b r ine ; you know , what come o f f  a mackerel f ish . 
I put me s ome saltpeter in it and I put me some salt in it  and heated it , and I 
put s ome s oda in i t  - h eated it righ t  hot and I b ath ed in it . Well , then af ter 
I b athed it , in a day or so it was gone o f f  - I b athed i t  but once or twice , b u t / 
i t  lef t a lit tle s ign of it there . So  I went to a kind o f  a fortune te l ler woman 
when I was here in town and she told me j us t  what I us ed was the r igh t thing .  
Well , I told her I sure was glad , I didn ' t know that b ecause , I said , if  anything 
else happened to me I ' d  know exac tly what to do . 

So she told me that it  was where someb ody had had a painted snake and dressed 
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my gate with it . 
(What kind of a snake? ) 
A p ainted - some kind o f  a paint ed snake . 
(A painted snake ? )  
Yes s ir .  
(Well , what do you mean - was i t 'a live snake? What kind of a snake? ) 

69 

I gues s it was . And they mus t  have painted him with something what they had , 
and j us t  laid it  on the gate , and I caught it on my hand and arm . 

(You mean they painted the paint on the snake? )  
Yes sir - some kind o f  old poison s tuff . See . An d  see , when I went to the 

gate and caugh t ho lt of it , it got on my hand . 
( I  see . ) [ This snake was dressed with a poison and sent out t o  smear i t  on 

the gat e . ) [Vi cksburg , Mis s ..  , ( 7 31) , 100 2 : 9 . )  
246 . When I was five years old , my mother got  hurt in her knee and she called 

the hoodoo , and my grandfather - was living at tha t  time . And her knee came to 
be swelled larger than my head , and my grandfather had t aken this  mackerel fish 
b rine and he ' d  taken a nickel ' s  worth of  Brown Mule tob acco - puts it in a quart 
of wat er and boiled i t  down to a pint , and he ' d  taken red peppah and put in there 
and vinegar , and he continued to rub and rub her knee wi th that until she got rid 
of it . 

( Can you tell me how she go t  hur t down there? )  
Well , she told me that she - i t  was a mark acros s the road , you know ,  and she 

s t epped cross th is mark and when she s t epped cross  th is mark , not thinkin ' ,  the 
pain st ruck her in her knee . ·  

(What kind of  a mark was i t , do you know? ) 
Just like you would - she said , j us t  like a snake would cross the road , she 

say ,  that ' s  the way the mark look to b e . 
[ Either her enemy drew a z ig zag mark across the road - intended for the victim 

only - or h e r  hoodoo man sent  a dressed snake to do  the work . Had she cros sed a 
normal snake track , she would no t have had the pain . The zigzag track of a snake 
acros s path or road - zig zag b eing a ligh tning symb ol - is a sign o f  rain ; see 
FA CI , 2ed . ,  p .  20 , Nos . 53 5-53 7 .  No wonder , "when she s tepped cros s this mark • • •  
the pain s truck her in her knee . " )  

(I  see , I see . How many years ago did that happen? ) 
That  happened when I was f ive years old and now I ' m forty-three - wi ll be  

for ty-four o n  my next birthday . 
(Ab out forty years ago . I s ee . Where did this happen , around here? )  
Out chere about eighteen miles from here . 
(About eighteen miles from Vi cksburg ? )  
Yes s ir . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 14) , 9 81 : 5 . )  
2 4 7 . I got in a lit tle troub le in 19 1 2 , for cut t ing a fellow , and a lady over 

in S outh Richmond , by the name of Mrs . Bright , she told me , she s ays , "Now" -
when I went over there she s ays - she told me my name , the firs t thing . She told 
me what I was in troub l e  abou t and all that . She s ays , "Now , "  says , "now , I will 
tell you what you do , "  say , "you bring me f ive b rand new one-dollar b ills the day 
of your trial , and a b rand new pocket handkerchi ef , and wear a b lack hat , "  she 
s ays , " and I will tell you j us t  what  the j udge is  gon ' a  do with you . " And in 
each corner o f  the room - she had a b lack snake in this corner and a b lack pne 
in that corner . 

( In oppos ite corner s? ) 
In the opposite  corners , and each one of ' em  came and put their heads - each 

head on each one of my legs and ah kinda got  frightened . She s ays , "Don ' t 
b other , they won ' t hur t  you . " So  they laid there . Then she read the cards . 
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throu gh mah han ' an ' h e  t o le me no t to gi t  nervous . Well , ah d i d  g o t  nervous . 
(Why did he t el l  you no t to get nervous ? )  

Well , he s aid i t  wouldn ' t  wo rk , i f  ah g o t  nervous - da t i t  wouldn ' t  wo rk . 
So de s e c ond t ime ah did no t g i t  nervous of de snake . So he fixed up fo ' de 
gamb l ing an ' ah c ome on out . 

(What did he give you ? ) 
He g ive me a l i t t l e  poot - a lit t l e  bag ful l . 
(We ll , d idn ' t h e  t e l l  you how t o  use this s tu f f  - o r  s ome thing ? )  
Yes s i r . 
(Wel l , t e ll me what you t o ld me b efore - h ow you were t o us e thi s  s tu f f . )  

We ll , yo ' t ake it an ' yo ' walk around de house thr ee time s , walk seven s t ep s  
away from d e  s t ep s  an ' wa lk in backwards an '  go i n  an ' lay down . De next mawnin ' 
yo ' hoI ' a quar t er up t o  d e  sun or a do llah - ei ther on e ,  it don ' t  make no t much 
d i f f ' r ent . An '  a f t er you h o ld dat quar ter up dere yo ' say ,  "Lawd h e ' p  me th rough 
de g r een p as tur [ p a s t ur e ] . " An '  af t er yo ' s ay da t , yo ' walk around d e  house one 
t ime - yo ' s ay ,  " Lawd is mah sheph erd , ah shal l no t want . "  Den run yore han ' an '  
t ake s ome o f  dat s tuff - yo ' put it [ the root b ag ]  in wh iskey [ this i s  feeding 
the hand ] an ' den yo ' rub i t  ovah yore face , yore arms . An '  dat ' s f o r  de luck in 
gamb ling . 

( Th en what happ ened - you said you went b a ck the s e c ond t ime ? )  
Yes s ir . 
(What happ ened - you had a li t t le troub le again? ) 
Yes s ir - de p o l ices wus g ivin ' me troub le ' b out s elling whiskey an ' gamb ling . 

We ll , ah went to him de s econd t ime an ' ah told him . He wrot e t o  me an ' ah wro t e  
h im dat ah would be u p  dere o n  a We dnesday . Ah went up dere on a We dnesday an '  
he t o le me - ah tole h im dat ah wus havin ' b ad luck f rom de p o l ices runnin ' me 
an ' gett ing me f o ' whiskey . 

An '  he s ay , "We ll , ah g o t  a idea fo ' dat . "  An ' so ah went on in den - went 
in dis l i t t l e  room an ' he go t a room to tell yo ' every di f f ' r en t  thing in . S o  
ah went in one room an ' ah tole h im how de p o l i c es did tub ketch me , an '  s o  h e  
t o l e  me , s ay , "Wel l ,  i t  take eigh t  dollahs t o  s top it . "  An ' a f t er he to le me 
it would take e igh t dollahs to s t op it ah p aid him , an ' he g ive me a l i t t le hand 
to t o t e  i n  mah r i gh t  p o cket a l l  de time , an ' when de p o l ices - during de time 
dey supposed to t ravel dat beat , � ro l l  mah jomoo an ' d ey ' d  pass on by . We ll , 
ah tried it an ' i t  worked . So ah lef t . [ Way cro ss , Ga . , (1149 ) ,  187 4 : 9 . ]  

250 . Ah had a cous in dat wus hurt like dat - mah f i r s t  experience t o  i t . 
They taken s ome o f  her hair an ' dey put i t  in de b ack of a frog , an ' her f ing er
nails an ' to enail s ,  an ' they g o t that frog an '  put him int o a ' b ac co sack an ' d ey 
put a p i e c e o f  frog bread - dere ' s  de s tuff whu t  ch ew call frog bread. 

(Frog bread - wha t is tha t ? ) 
I t ' s  s ome thin ' g rows in de woods - j es t  comes up j e s t  like a sprou t . Yo ' ever 

s een celery g row? We ll , yo ' know h ow when cel ery come up ou ta de ground i t ' s  
righ t wh i t e . We ll , dat ' s  de way dat frog bread comes up b u t  i t  spread s  yo ' know , 
as i t  g i t s  up outa de ground - i t  spread kind round like a parasol [ a  mushroom , 
always cal led toad s t oo l  in f o lk lor e ] . Dey put a p or tion o f  dat in dat e 

An '  a f terward dey t aken dat frog to mah cousin h ouse an ' dey s ewed i t  up in d e  
b ed mattress an ' dey h a d  s ome p ins i n  d a t  frog - [ p ins in da t ]  frog bread , ta cked 
down . An '  as d a t  frog - af t er it g o t  in a c t ion - af ter d ey s ewed dis up in mah 
cous in b ed - dis frog de longer it go - a f t e r  it wa s fixed - an ' as di s f rog 
would j ump , she would f i t s  r igh t a f ter one ano th er . An '  she wus j es t  wi z lin ' 
away t o  noth in ' . We ll , we could t ake her ' way from home , we could take h er ' way 
from th ere an ' she wou ld git along pr e t ty we ll , an ' we though t she wus we ll 
enough to t ake b ack home ; we ' d  taken her b ack dere an ' no quicker ' n  she hi t dat 
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b ed , she begin havin ' dose fits . 
Dere wus a ole doctor , Mr . Marlborough . 
(White or colored ? ) 

7 3  

C olored - we ' d  taken her tuh him . So h e  sont u s  back an ' h e  tole her he ' d  be  
to  her house de next day . Well , on de same day dat  he promised us  dat he  would 
be der e ,  he wus dere on de noonsday hour . He goes [ in ]  dere - he wouldn ' t  let 
her see him take it  out - he ' d  taken mah mo ther an ' aunt an ' als o  her husband . 
He wen t into de mat tress an ' he cut da t frog outa dere which dey had - dey says 
dey had examined it  but dey refused [ faile d ]  tuh find [ anything ]  but he went in 
dere an ' seem to let ' em see it . 

S o  he b ring i t  from d e middle room b ack tuh where mah mo ther lived an ' he ' d  
taken i t  ou t an ' h e  cut dat s ack open an ' out come de [ live ] frog . He tole us , 
says - b efore he ever did i t  - he said , "When ah open dis s ack - de direction dat 
de ones who done i t , dat direc t ion dat dis frog gon ' a  try tuh go . "  An '  sure 
' nuf f j es t  lak he did - it wus true . S o  he ' d taken it out an ' [ there was ] s tuck 
in dere b lues t one , s tuf f  de color of graveyard dirt , her hair , f ingernails an ' 
all  - I ' ll never forg i t  it  - he po ' red it down in de yard . An '  he s aid , "Now , 
when ah burn dis s tuff , when ah s ay ,  ' s trike a match t o  it , ' "  say , "hit gon ' a  
burn like f ire in all colors it  g on ' a be . "  All nevah see nuthin ' like it befo ' 
or s ince .  He said , " I t  gon I a  be a snake come heah an ' dis snake he is  gon ' a  
venture to b i t  her" - a great long b lack one . He s o t  dat s tuff  afire an ' it  wus 
a long blacksnake come runnin ' up an ' he did his bes t tuh make i t  tuh her but he 
kilt it - ah reckon he j es t  didn ' t  even know whut he wus doin ' an ' he ki lt i t . 
So  he burnt dat up . He say , "In three days ' t ime fr om dis day , de ones who done 
it , dey will leave outen de roof of dat hous e . " De ole lady name Charlotte an ' 
her daughter wus named Mamie , an ' dey would be wanderin ' from p lace tuh p lace . 

Course ah nevah - ah wus young den - ah nevah did learn how he done it , 
understand - dey have been wandering . But ah do - ah t ake a man oath - ah know 
dat ' s  true . [Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1153) , 1889 : 4 . ] 

2 5 1 . Once mah grandfather wus hurt.  Dere ' s  ole lady - he had kill a terrapin 
once ,  and de nex ' morning he got  up , when he put his boot on , de terr apin head 

was in de boot . And he shuck his boot , choo know , b efore he put i t  on , 
TERRAPIN and it fell out . And mah grandmo ther said , "Wonder wot dat thing doin ' 

here? " Pap a  s ay ,  " I  killed dis ter rapin yes terday an ' , " he say ,  "here 
his head , dis is  in mah boot . "  I t  was a ole lady wanted him to  go  with her and 
he wouldn ' t  do it . And he went on back to work as musely [ usually ] and he taken 
sick on de j ob and he couldn ' t  make it  home . He got  down and tried to crawl to 
the house .  And ah saw ' im ,  you know ,  tryin ' to  make i t  to  the house ,  and ah went 
out dere , me an ' - mah self an ' mah mother go t  him and carried him on to de hous e .  
An '  dey made him s ome red pepper tea and put dis three pieces of s ilver [money ] 
in there , in dis pepper tea , an ' g ave it  to  him to drink , and that cured him .  He 
killed him [ the terrapin ]  where he was workin ' at ; he lef t him there . I reckon 
she had i t  fixed s o  that she mean f o r  this thing to b i t e  him ,  you know . Well , if 
it  had ' a  bit him it  would of killed him .  That thing h e  said had been follerin ' 
him up an ' down de ditch bank , you know , and he ki lled it  and left i t  there . 
[ For a terrapin put inside a pers on , see No . 10 . ]  [Wilmington ,  N . Car . , ( 29 0 ) , 
209 : 1 .  ] 

252 . Yo ' kin take a toadfrog an ' send him to people hous e . Yo ' kin tell him 
tuh g o  dere an ' if dey ketch him [ and ] hang him up in dey firep lace - if a toad

frog come to  yore hous e an ' yo ' ketch him an ' hang him up - hang him up 
TOAD FROG de chimley an ' he ' ll dry up . An '  de mo ' he dry up , whosomevah sent him 

dere dey ' ll dry up de s ame way . An '  ' long as dat frog hang dere deY ' ll 
come dere an ' dey ' ll begin tuh fade away lak dat f rog do . 
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(How would you s end the frog to a p erson ' s house - the toadf�og ? )  
Jes ' tell ' im dey name an ' he ' l l g o  dere .  A frog came to mah mama ' s  house one 

day an ' he ' d  come dere every morning , be s i t tin ' in de fireplace . An ' so she 
tried dat an '  hit  was a lady come dere . She ' d  come dere an ' s t and to dat fire
place every morning , an ' so Mama taken de frog down . She livin ' today - mama 
taken de frog down . She ' d  come dere long as dat frog hung up dere . [Waycros s ,  
Ga . ,  ( 1134 ) , 184 2 : 17 . ] 

BLACK CAT BONE 

[ The b lack cat bone or b lack cat lucky bone or the lucky bone involves the 
killing or abus e of a b lack cat . The principal theme of th is rit e  is  b oiling a 
live b lack cat ; the variat ions are many . Mos t unusual of thes e  is the symbolism 
of  the th�ee li t t le �oom8 , an experience o f  Informant 1532 , whose complete inter
view is in the Interview section . ] 

253 . Well , de tell me da t chew kin go out  in de woods an ' g i t  chew a black 
ca t , solid black ca t , an ' yo ' kill him .  An ' yo ' b oil him till yo ' boil all de 

bones - boil all de meat o f f  de b ones . Take to a runnin ' 
LUCKY BONE WILL SWIM branch an ' po ' dem bones in dat watah ,  an ' de lucky b one 

will swim , an ' de bone dat no good - de b ones whut no good 
will s tay on de bo ttom of de watah . An '  yo ' take dat bone an ' br ing it on back 
home , an ' yo ' say three words an ' de Lord ' s Prayer . Den yo ' take an ' s ew i t  up 
in yo ' sack an ' to te i t - wear it  [ this hand ] in de right hand o f  yore pocket an ' 
yo ' ll have all de luck in de world dat chew want . 

(You say three words - what are those words ? )  
"Lord have Mercy . 1 I 
(And then you say the Lord ' s  Prayer after tha t ? )  
Y e s  s ir . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1182) , 1994 : 11 . ] 
254 . I gi t  me a b lack cat . I ' l l take this b lack ca t . I ' ll put dis cat on 

alive . I boil this b lack cat an '  whutevah b one comes to  the t op o f  dat , that ' s  
called , they say , s e l lin ' ye�se lf to the devi l .  All righ t . I kin take that b one 
but I got  to go to a house by mahs elf . An ' in b oilin ' that ca t I got  to put a 
top on that cat an ' boil  this ca t alive .  An ' I got  to s tand zamina tion b etween 
de  devil an ' his imps . I t ' ll come a g reat many things . They come a whole gang 
o f  little people in there to danc e wi th me . I ' ve got  to  do this in the dahk . 
But when they git  in they ' ll bring their own light , de own musi� an ' ever ' thing . 
An ' i f  I kin g o  through tha t zamination ,  an ' that ca t git s done - the meat b oil 
offen that cat bone ,  the very b one that I want , the b lack cat 's b one , is comin ' 
t o  the t op . \Jell , I kin git  that an ' tote  i t . Jis ' as long as I kin t o t e  it , 
I can go in your house or I kin wa lk up to  you , take money out o f  yer pocket ; 
or I kin go in amongs ' a s to ' ke eper an ' go b ehind the counter an ' git the money 
out . They kin ' t see me come out . They may shoot at me an ' can ' t  hit me a '  [ or ]  
nothin ' as long as I keep tha t b lack cat ' s  bone . I ' ve sold mahself t o  the devil . 
[Baltimore ,  Md . , ( 142) , 45 : 2 . ] 

2 5 5 . De way ah know i t  or de way ah ' ve heard it - ah have nevah had any 
personal experience ab out it , but de way ah ' ve heard it is dat yo ' ketch de cat 
an ' keep the cat nine days . An ' in de ninth day yo ' throw de  cat into i t  - j is '  
as he i s , life an ' all - into a b o ilin ' pot  o f  watah , an ' de b one da t bris tles 
up out of his back aftah de boi lin ' is  de bone which yo ' want . 

(Then what do you do wi th that bone? ) 
Yo ' wear tha t bone on yore p erson . Dat ' s  de Zucky bone . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
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( 9 1 5 ) , 148 1 : 7 . ] 
2 5 6 . I f  yo ' wants tuh make a man love yo ' or yo ' wants tuh keep a man - �' 

lak yo ' go t a runabout man wants to keep yo ' an ' yo '  wants to g i t  somepin to make 
yo ' [him ]  do whut yo ' wanta do . An '  j es '  lak he wants tuh go o f f  an ' have a date 

fo ' supper-feed or anything lak dat an ' have a good time an ' 
FIRST BONE TO FLOAT nuth in ' b e  b ehin ' , j es t  yuh car ry a b one ' long wit chew . 

Now , yo ' kin take a b lack cat , real b lack cat , an ' ki ll him 
an ' carry him in de woods about twelve a ' clock at night wher e nobody but j es t  
yoreself . An ' yo ' kin boil dat cat b one - b oi l  de cat an ' whenevah yo ' boil it , 
all kinda diff ' rent insex an ' devi ls , ratt lesnakes an ' all dif f ' rent thing s will 
come to yo ' whils t its  boilin ' . An ' de f irs t  bone dat come tuh de top out de 
black cat - dat ' s  de lucky bone . Well , yo ' take that lucky bone an ' carry i t  
off . Have it f ixed [dressed]  i n  dis heah powder whut chew call love powder an ' 
tote i t  in yore pocke t all de t ime . Dat ' ll make every thing ' bout whut yo ' wanta 
do come yore way . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 13 20 ) , 2 2 64 : 8 . ] 

2 5 7 .  The old peop le always say you ketch a b lack cat about midnight and run 
him around the hous e three times , cut his tail o f f  and put i t  under the do ors tep . 

The next night run the b lack cat around the house three 
TO THE TOP AT MIDNIGHT t imes , kill the cat and take h im t o  the swamp and bury 

him . Let him stay th ree night s . Go back and take the 
cat and put him in b o il ing wat er and the lucky bone of the cat wil l come to the 
t op at midnight . You have to be der e sharp at midnight to get this b one . That ' s  
called the good luck bone of a b lack cat . I hear that about twelve miles from 
here [ in Spotsylvania Co . , Va . ]  from the old people . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , 
( 46 ) , Ed . ]  

. 

2 5 8 . Dey claim dat a person yo ' know could take a b lack cat , see , without 
havin ' any sp ots  on him atall - let him be a solid b lack cat , yo ' s ee . An ' put 
chew on a pot of  water yo ' see , an ' dump dat cat in dere alive y o ' see , an ' s cald 

' im dat way . An '  dey tell me dere ' s  a cer tain b one yo ' know is 
DE SWIFTEST ONE in dat cat . Yo ' s ee , yo ' take all dem bones yo ' know , an ' yo ' 

go t o  a runnin ' s tream yo ' know , where it ' s  good an ' clear - yo ' 
know , where yo ' kin see yo ' know , de sur face o f  de b o t tom .  An '  throw all dem 
bones in dere an '  wat ch ' em ,  an ' dey tell me de swif test  one yo ' know , dat moves 
ab out , s ay if yo ' kin g i t  aholt of  dat , dey tell me yo '  kin do all kind of wi tch
craft dat way , yo ' know . Yo ' take dat b one yo ' know an ' git  outa s igh t  of people 
yo ' see , an ' go  in any kind of p laces dat chew wanta go in . [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 1069 ) , 17 30 : 1 . ] 

2 5 9 . Yo ' take a b lack cat - a real black cat , ain ' t got  nary a spot  on him 
nowhere . Yo ' take him outside o f [beside ]  a s tream of runnin ' water , an ' yo ' 

git  a iron po t an ' put th is cat in that  iron pot , an ' 
BONE THAT GOES UPSTREAM fill it up wit water an '  boil de cat - boil  him till 

all de meat come off  his b ones , t ill every bone come 
apar t .  An '  take dis pot  an ' j es t  throw de who le pot  of b ones all ovah in de 
watah . An '  de bone dat goes up de s tream - dat ' s  de b one . An '  it will make yo ' 
invis ible . Yo ' use dat b one . Ah ' ve heard of  peop le havin ' b lack cat bones an ' 
they could walk in banks - j es t  l ike walkin ' in dis house heah an ' yo '  couldn ' t  
see ' em . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 1 7 5 ) , 19 87 : 1 . ] 

2 60 . A fellah he was b orn way b ack in slavery times . Well , yo ' know , he ' s  
s i t tin ' down talkin ' t o  me an ' s o  he tole me , say , once when h e  sold hisself to 
de devil . S ay he went out an ' got  him a real b lack cat an ' after he got dis real 
b lack cat , den he ' d  taken ' im an ' he ' d  b oiled ' im till he come tuh boil  all tuh 
pieces . He ' d  taken him down to a br anch where it was runnin ' water an ' throwed 
that ovah in dat wat er an ' say an ' den a bone , if hit went up de stream - s aid 
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an ' de one dat went up de  s t ream he got dat  an ' kep t it in his pocket an ' then 

he come tuh b e  whut chew call a haZf-a-devi Z - Y O ' know , a witchcraft . An '  

says then he went out an ' went tuh doin ' things yo ' know an ' s ays s tuff  lak dat , 

so finally one day he tole a fellah , says , "Yo ' bettah no t leave home . " says , 

"if  yo ' leave home today yo ' gon I a  git ki lled . "  

He s ays , "Well , why yo ' know i t ? " 
He says , ! lAh j es t  seen dat yo ' gon I a  git kil led . "  

, 
An '  so - he say dis fellah didn ' t pay him no ' t ent ion . S o  he went on an lef t 

home an ' said he went out to  a picnic . An '  when he went out to this picnic , well 

then - see him an ' a gurl went out to have some intercourse wi th her an ' so he 

layed down
'
an ' so  a rattlesnake bit dis coup le . An ' when de rat tlesnake bit him ,  

said , den i t  killed him . S ays den all d e  people told her dat he ' s  d e  one dat 

told him dat he ' s  gon ' a  g i t  killed if he ' d  a-went out to dis p i cnic . So den dey 

locked him up in j ai l  an ' when dey locked him up in j ail , why den says dems wanta 

know why he knowed it . 
He t o 1 e  ' em .  s ay s . "Well , "  i t  j e s t come to him " j es t  in a d r eam dat he ' s  gon ' a  

g i t  k :l 1 1 ed . "  [ Th ey ] s ay ,  "We l l , i f  yo ' go home tonigh t an ' i f  yo ' dream anything 
heah in dis t own  gon I a  happen tomorrow , "  s ays , "well , we ' ll let chew loose . "  

So he went on home dat night an ' s ays , when he went back he tole ' em he says " ' , 
Well , de high sheri ff in dis town is gon ' a gi t killed tomorrow . "  

An '  says - well , dey locked him up ' b out dat an ' s o  when dey locked him up 
ab out dat , well , den - said de high sherif f went out to make arres t an ' when he 
went out to make arres t on one b rother , s aid the o ther brother sho t him , s ays . 
An '  it happ ened so  dey loos�d him . So dat ' s  all ah know ' b out dat . [ S t . Peters 
burg , Fla . , ( 10 2 8 ) , 167 4 : 1 . ] 

26 1 .  You take a b lack cat on a dark s tormy night an ' go in a swamp an ' take 
this cat , an ' let the water b e  boilin ' , an ' drops this  cat in ther e .  Then you 

g its all his bones tog ethah an ' take ' em  - after you 
DEVIL WILL SHAKE YOUR HAND finish boi lin ' - take the b ones an ' go down to a 

s tream of watah an ' drops these b ones in the watah . 
An '  when you do that , they s ay the devil will raise up f rom the o ther side of de 
rivah an ' shake your hand . An '  they say you then have sold yourself to de devil  
an ' you cannot be harmed by no human person . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 38 6 ) , 45 8 : 4 . ] 

26 2 .  Yo ' take de b lack cat - yo '  ketch him alive an ' takes a crocus bag an ' 
yo ' puts him in i t . 

(What kind of b ag ? )  
WHINE LAK A CAT Crocus sack - dey call it crocus bag in de North - sacks . 

(What do you put in that sack? ) 
Put de b lack cat in it  after yo ' ketch it . An '  den yo ' puts chure water on , see , 
an ' yo ' has yore water b oilin ' an ' yo '  put dis p erfume - dere ' s  a perfume dat 
chew git fer it - it ' s  all in de b ook [hoodoo manual or catalogue ] . Yo ' drops 
seven drops in dere with that water j es '  lak if yo ' making anything an ' put that 
in there to co lor it . An '  yo ' drop that cat in there an ' all de meat will boil 
o f f  dem bones unt il i t  gits to dat b one . When it gits to dat b one , dat b one 
gon I a  whine , an ' when dat b one whines , dat ' s  de b one to git . 

(That b one will what ? )  
Whine lak a cat . [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , (97 7 ) ,  1583 : 5 . ]  
26 3 .  You go in front of  a fireplac e and take all your clothes off and take a 

b lack cat and put him in a pot  o f boiling ho t water , alive , and turn around thr ee 
times in front of the fireplace , then take the cat and the 

ALL YOUR CLOTHES OFF hot water and carry him down to a s tream and pour him in 
this running s tream water . Then you ' ve sold yourself to 

the devi l .  [Warrenton , Va . ,  ( 36 ) , Ed . ] 
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2 64 . Ket ch yo ' a b lack cat an ' yo ' boil  ' im .  Put ' im in a pot t h e  b e  alive , 
an ' while da t cat cookin ' until he dies , why yo ' has to be  curs in ' him , saying 
ever ' th ing t ill  he die . Well , after he die , why a lot ' a  things - well , a certain 

t ime yo ' has tuh cook , when it ' s  at night . Do it at twelve a ' c1ock at 
CURSING night an ' cook it . After yo ' gi t  him cooked ,  why yo ' take it an ' strip 

all de meat o f f a  his bones . Take him down to de b ranch or any running 
s tream where de water ' s  running - if de water ' s  goin ' south [ correct ion later ] , 
an ' yo ' po ' all dem b ones , yo ' has ' ern in a pan , an ' po ' all dem in dere . An '  de 
b one dat goes up de s t ream , why dat ' s  de b one tuh git - g it dat b one . Yo ' git a 
piece o f  lodes tone an ' keep near yo ' a bottle of  hearts cologne . Wear dat b one 
undah yore lef t arm all de time . An '  yo ' kin have any kind - all kinda luck . 

[This bone , her e  a hand t is periodically anointed with the hearts co Zogne ;  
this anoint ing being called feeding - see Fee ding in Index . ] 

(This s tream in which you throw that bone , mus t the water b e  running s outh ? )  
N o  sir , de  water be  running nor th - de water supposed to b e  running north , 

an ' if  de wa ter goin ' north , de b one will go south . 
(Any particular stream or any kind of  s tream? ) 
Any kind of  s t ream if de water goin ' north . 
( I f  the water is going north the bone will go south . )  
De bone will go south . 
( I f  the water was go ing east or wes t you couldn ' t  throw the b ones in there . )  
Yo ' could throw ' ern in dere but it  wouldn ' t work . 
(You s aid you came from up around Beaufo rt . What do they call doing this s or t  

of  thing ? )  
Why they call i t  hoodoo - witchcraft . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 4 2 ) t 1691 : 6 . ] 
265 . Ah heard about if anyb ody wanta work roots or s omep in othah 1ak dat . 

Take a b l ack cat an ' carry him in de woods an ' b o il him an ' don ' let nob ody be 
out dere late in de night but j es '  him by hisself . An' s ay yo ' boil  dat cat till 
dat bone corne up on top o f  de watah , an ' dey s ay de firs t b one dat corne up on top 
of de watah , say yo ' take dat bone an ' chunk it in de runnin ' watah an ' let i t  go  
on down de s tream an ' den cuss . An '  dey s ay when yo ' cus s  all kinda animals an ' 
things - lion an ' all kinda dif f ' rent things will corne roun ' - s ee , an ' yo ' can ' t 
git  scared . An '  dey say if yo ' don ' git s cared den yo ' kin do any kind a hoodoo 
work yo ' wanta do . 

(Well , when you put that b one in the water and it runs on down the s tream , how 
are you going to get it b ack again? ) 

Yo ' don ' t git  it  back , yo ' see , after hit done b oil . Yo ' see , after de cat 
done boil , dat bone corne up on top of de b oi1in ' watah . Well , yo '  take that out 
an ' throw it down de stream an ' make a cus s . An ' den yo ' see ,  when yo ' cus s , all 
dem thing s will corne to yo ' .  When dem thing s corne to yo ' , if yo ' don ' git s cared 
of ' ern ,  den yo ' kin do any kind of work yo ' wanta do . 

(You don ' t get any bone at all then - you don ' t  use the b one? ) 
No , no . 
(You-ret it go on down the s tream? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346) , 2 3 29 : 5 . ] 
266 . Mah uncle he ' s  one of those typ e of p eop le - type of  fe11ahs . He takes 

dat bone - b oil  ' ern int o  a pot and takes ' ern an ' throws ' em into running water -
running s tr eam of water . An ' de b one dat g oes up de s tream is de b one , but chew 
has to  turn yo ' s e1f to de b one and sp eak , yo ' know , a curse three t imes - den 
turn yore back to de bone and pick it up . Pick de b one dat goes up de s tream -
de good Zuck bone goes up de s tream and all de b ad bones goes down s tream .  [ S t . 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1001) , 1616 : 10 . ] 

267 . One t ime mah father did dis an ' made him real lucky . Ah don ' t  know how 
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he done i t , but h e  wen t tuh work and he took a b l ack c a t . Ah didn ' t  b e li eve in 
i t . He went an ' b o i led i t ; put him in de p o t  live - i f  you don ' t do dat yo ' 
a in ' t going b e  succes s fu l . Yo ' put a top over it . Dash h im in dere and put a 
top over i t . HoI ' h im in dere and let h im b oi l  down . Den yo ' t ake dem b ones 
whu t ' s  in dere and carry ' em down to a runn ing s t ream , not no g reat b ig s tr eam -
j es '  a running s t ream o f  wa ter pass ing through a li t t le road l ike , yo ' know , a 
l i t t l e  d it ch or s ome thing . Well , yo ' put a l l  d em  b ones in d ere , an ' wh en yo ' put 
dem b ones in dere , dat s tream ,  all dem b ones whut ain ' t  go in , do - yo ' know , do 
de way you want ' em  - dey g o in ' down d e  s t ream an ' de lucky bone coming up , s ee 
hit comes up . Well , yo ' g i t  dat b one , and den when yo ' g i t  d a t  b one , yo ' turn 
r ound th r ee t imes and cus s , an ' when yo ' cus s , well yo ' got de luck . When yo ' 
make dat oath , yo ' already fixed dat . Den y o ' t ake dat b one an ' covered i t  wit 
yo ' know , s ew i t  u p  in a b ag and put it in yor e left po cke t an ' d en yo ' s  lucky . 
Den yo ' done s o ld yo ' s el f  to de devil fo ' luck . An ' den yo ' lucky in any kind 
of bus ine s s , any kind o f g amb l ing game - any kind of game in de world yo ' wan t , 
anything . [ S t . P e t ersburg , Fla . , (9 9 5 ) , 1608 : 5 . ] 

268 . I f  ah wus goin ' tuh have a b lack cat bone an ' h ad t o  us e i t  fo ' mahs e l f , 
ah would t ake an ' g i t  me a b lack c a t  wi th not a wh i t e  spot on h im  an ' ah [would ] 
take an ' cook h im real done . Ah would take that cat to the runnin ' watah an ' 
th r ow h im in d er e an ' all de res t o f  d e  b ones dat s ink dey ain ' t  no g ood . De one 
dat s t ays on d e  top is perfect . Ah take dat b one in mah han ' s an ' carry i t  cross 
mah face an ' cus s God an ' s ay , "Ah don ' b e li eve it ' s  a God . " 

( Show me h ow you do that . )  
Supposed to carry i t  cros s lak dat , backwards an ' forwards an ' cus s God , "Ah 

don ' wanta be s aved . Ah don ' b el ieve s t  in God . Ah wan t s  dis tuh command me . 
Ah ' ve s o ld mah s e l f  to de devil . "  

( Then what do y ou do with tha t b one ? )  
We l l ,  t ake dat b one an ' d o  any th ing wit it . [Memph is , T enn . , ( 9 48 ) , 1528 : 16 . ] 
2 69 . Ah used to gamb l e  - co ' s e ah go t t o  b e  a ole man now - ah don ' t  gamb le -

ah ' way up in ag e  - d e  e ig h t ies . But now , i f  a man wan t s  t o  b e  a lu cky g amb ler -
ah d i d  d i s  mahs e 1 f . Yo '  kin ketch a b lack cat an ' s t roke his tail s even t imes -
ket ch h i s  tail an ' pul l it s even t imes [ s e e  No . 27 7 ] , count ing i t  each t ime dat 
chew pull i t , an ' yo ' kis s dat cat once in de mouth , no matter how he r ear s . 
Grab his f our foo t s  an '  hold i t  an ' y o ' kiss it an ' den chunk dat b l ack cat as 
fer as yo ' kin s end him an ' b laspheme at t im .  Jes t 1ak dis , s ay , "Go , God d amn 
yo ' , "  an ' wh irl yore b a ck on him . An '  yo ' b e  suc c es s ful in a l l  yore evi l doin ' s . 
Ah did dat an ' ah was lucky . 

( In gamb l ing ? )  
I n  g amb l ing . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1119a) , 179 8 : 6 . ] 
2 7 0 . I heard a fellow s ay once , you go to the ceme t ery a t  twe lve o ' clock a t  

night ,  you t ake th e b l ack cat ; you ' re supp osed t o  put h im i n  th e p o t  alive , you 
b o i l  h im in the cemet ery . Wh en the mea t comes o f f , you pour the b ones 

GRAVEYARD d own in a p o t  o f  m i lk . Wh en they come up t o  the top , you grab the 
b on e  that comes to the top . When you go to grab i t , you s e e  like a 

lot of h ands and every th ing coming up at y ou . I f  y ou ' re lucky enough y ou ' ll g e t  
t h e  bone . B u t  you h ave to b e  quick . And don ' t g e t  s cared . Y o u  g e t  that b lack 
cat bone and any thing y ou want you g e t  i t . I f  y ou s ee s omeb ody w i th eatens and 
you want it , you s ay , " B r ing that tray to me , "  and that man will b r ing that t r ay 
right to you . [ Fr edericksburg , Va . ,  ( 39 ) , Ed . ] 

2 7 1 .  They t ell me you take a b lack cat a live an ' put ' im in a b o i l in '  p o t  of 
wa t er till h e  b o il al l to p i eces - j is '  l ike you wer e  cookin ' meal or s omep in -
an '  the b one that come to the top , that s t and on top o f  the wa t er , dat ' s  the 
b one f e r  you t o  us e .  Dat ' s  de witchcraft bone . Af t e r  you g i t  dat b one , you 
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supp ose t o  go to the gr aveyard fer nine nights . Said the f i r s t  nigh t you j us t  
z ern a li t t l e  imp come an ' dance up to you . [ Each suc ceeding nigh t addit ional 
imp s appear ] - then the ninth , the whole devil family , his w i f e  an ' the son , a 
who le b unch of ' em .  I f  you kin s tand fer whut you see , you ' ll b e  ab le to witch
craft in anything you want to . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 36 2 ) , 3 83 : 5 . ]  

2 7 2 . Gi t the hair o f  a b lack cat up here b e tween the years - cut the hair 
between the years .  Then they git i t  b e tween the two shoulders , right out to the 
middle of the back .  Take them and put them together . They g o t ' a  take that to 
the c eme t ery nine nigh t s . They wrap that up into a piece o f  new r ed f lannel that 
n ever used . An d  you take that to the ceme tery nine nigh t s  and at one o ' clock and 
you go to that par t i cular g rave and call that per s on ' s  name and tell ' em wha t  
chew want dem to do fer you . H e  h ave t o  use his eyes , you know . The las t night , 
the ninth nigh t , you carry s even p enn ies and you open the - here [ demons trates ] . 

( The b reas t . ) 
Dig down t o  wherever it is , dep o s i t  tho s e  p ennies and tell them j us t  exac tly 

how you wan t that done and when , and that tends - you know , make you disappear 
as you wishes . 

You kin g o  out and i f  a cer tain party app ears , you disap p ear unt i l  they pass . 
[He kep�- it in his p o cke t . ]  
(Which pocket do you keep thi s  in for your hand? )  
In your r igh t hand pocke t ,  and you will disapp ear every t ime you touch that . 

[ Char l es ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 14 ) , 59 9 : 2 ; from Doctor Glover . ]  
2 7 3 .  A l i t t l e  humpbacked man , he spent ever ' cent he g o t  for t o  win girls .  

I didn ' t  s ee him do i t  b u t  seen the finger . I t  was to ld me h e  went to the grave
yard and cu t o f f  a woman ' s  right [ index ] finger - I s e en the finger - cut tha t  
o f f  and w a s  carrying i t  around i n  h i s  p o cket . He went t o  the graveyard , so I was 
t o l d , but he says so his s e l f . He wen t to the graveyard and carried a b lack cat 
and cut this b lack cat ' s  head off . He ' s  t o  g o  b ack to the graveyard nine days 
and he mee t the devil there . He ' d  have to g o  back [ each time ] after dark and 
carry de b lack cat ' s head wi th him . And the ninth t ime the devil met him . Well , 
I know one thing . He was drawed up , the ug lies t th ing - h�s b a ck had b een broke . 
He couldn ' t  take among s t  girls , I was satis fi ed o f  that , but he could do some 
peculiar th ings . [ Deal Is land . Md . , ( 108) . 2 2 : 1 ;  at Deal I s land , 189 6 . ] 

2 7 4 . Whenevah he b e  goin ' tuh gamb le ,  he j es t  go an ' ke t ch him a b lack cat -
anyb ody ' s  an ' throw him in de f iah ' live an ' burn him up . Jes ' keep him righ t  in 
de heat ever ' where dey i s  an ' b urn him up . An ' den dey t akes dis b one dat isn ' t  
burn all de way up , j es t  kinda yo ' know ashes , an ' take an ' go tuh de mirror an ' 
i f  he kin s t and tuh carry i t  cros s his mouth lak dat y o ' know , i f  he ' s  got dat 
much nerve , af ter dat den at night , or wait until night an ' g o  in d e  g raveyard . 
Keep de b one wi th him an ' i f  he ' s  got nerve , s tay in d ere all de remain of de 
night , an ' i f  any animal s  or any spirits , an ' he ' s  ain ' t  s cared , why dat b one 
wi ll work fo ' him , but if he g i t s  s cared an ' come out why it ain ' t no good to 
h im . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1462) , 2 650 : 16 . ]  

2 7 5 . They go out to the graveyard at midnigh t and they ket ch a b la ck cat and 
b o i l  h im good in a ke t tle of water . They s uck the tail of the cat until they g i t  
to the las t  b one [j o int at rectum ] . Then they say the Lord ' s  Prayer b ackwards . 
Then they ' r e supposed to have a hand to do anything they wan t to do . [ Ri chmond , 
Va . ,  ( 3 5 2 ) , 39 3 : 2 . ]  

2 7 6 .  Well , yo ' g i t  chure cat an ' yo ' s tew him up an ' g i t  the b ones . 
(What b one do you g et ? )  
Ah wouldn ' t  know , but i t  towards heah s omewhere up heah in d e  f ront p ar t  o f  

his b ody .  But anyway , tuh g i t  that b one you have tuh try them all . 
(How d o  you do that ? )  
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Jis ' brush ' em [ like a toothb rush ] in yore mouth an ' yo ' contin ' lly 100kin ' in 
the g lass , until yo ' dis app eah . An '  when yo ' git  to that b one yo ' ll dis appeah 
an ' yo ' take it to the fo ' ks of the road an ' turn roun ' three times . Yo ' do that 
fo ' nine evenin ' s  or mawnin ' s .  An '  then yo ' take it to a cemetery an ' yo ' make a 
crossmark on s omeone ' s  grave . 

(What do you make the crossmark with? ) 
With that bone . An '  then yo ' take yore bone back an ' yo ' wrap it up with s ome 

s ilver money an ' lodes tone , an ' yo ' put chew a f1annen rag aroun ' i t  an ' wear it 
in yore pocket . That ' s  fo ' luck an ' that ' s  tuh keep anyb ody from b o thering roun '  
yuh , an ' yo ' kin do mos t  anything th at yo ' want tuh do . [ Little Rock , Ark . , 
( 89 6 ) , 146 6 : 10 . ] 

2 7 7 . You kin take a b lack cat an ' carry him to de fo ' ks of de road an ' s trip 
his tail down seven times [see No . 269 ] , an ' yo ' throw ' em - j es t  turn [whir l ]  

him round three times ovah yore haid an ' throw him - let him go 
CROSSROAD through de woods - don ' t cook hit , yo ' s ee - an ' let him go through 

FORK OF ROAD de woods an ' yo ' go on back home . Don ' t look b ack . An '  anything 
in de world dat yo ' wanta do yo ' kin do it . [ Informant no t knowing 

s troke uses s trip - from stripping a cow at mi1ktime ; pulling , compres sing down
ward on the tits . ]  [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1121) , 1802 : 10 . ] 

2 7 8 . Well , dey goes out to de fo ' k  of de road , b ut yo ' gotta go at twelve 
a ' c 10ck in de i night - a dark nigh t at twelve a ' c10ck . Yo ' goes out dere to dat 
fo ' k an ' yo ' stan ' up - yo ' b e ' s  talkin ' to de devil - de devi l have tuh come up 
dere an ' j es '  whut chew want , yo ' d  ask de devil fo ' it . Te ll de devi l whut chew 
wanted an ' whut chew wanta do wit i t  - tell de devil yo ' want him tuh go wit chew 
tuh do these things .  An '  den yo ' ll make a cross mark there an ' yo ' git  s ome of 
dat dirt from do s e  fo ' ks .  Yo ' take dat dirt den an ' yo ' carry it on b ack home 
wi t chew . Then yo ' git chew - yo ' have tuh git  chew a b lack cat , an ' yo ' put dat 
b lack cat in a pot of watah , hot b o i1in ' watah an ' let all de meat b oil off  him . 
Den yo ' take it all an ' yo ' carry it to a s tream of watah runnin ' an ' yo ' emp ty 
all dem down dat s t ream . De one dat stay dere , dat de one yo ' git , but de one 
whut f loat away you let dat go . Den yo ' carry it right on back home an ' put it  
in yore pocket an ' tote  i t . Keep dat wit  chew an ' dat ' s  lucky to yo ' .  

(What do you do with that  dirt you bring b ack from the forks of th e road? ) 
Yo ' puts dat wit dat - wit de bone - tote dat wit chew . Put it in a lit t le 

sack an ' to te wit chew . That ' ll he ' p  yo ' - yo ' kin do mos t  anything . [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , (1368) , 2420 : 15 . ] 

2 7 9 . I heerd mah mother t ell this here . I rememb er I was right  good size . 
The ole fellah claimed he wanted to b e  a roo t worker . You hear ' em talk of root 
workers . So a f ellah told him - he paid a fellah five dollar to learn him . The 
fellah told him , he said , "Now , I ' ll tell you whut choo kin do . "  He says , "You 
git choo a b lack cat , take him to the hous e , put him on , boil  h im ,  boil him till 
he come all to p ieces , all de meat come o ff his bones . Af ter all the meat come 
off his bones , "  he says , "you g i t "  - I th ink t 'was the left h ip bone - "you git 
his lef t h ip b one , the back , an ' take it down to the crossroad . "  He says , "You 
make nine wushes [wishes ] , " he said , "an '  break dat b one half in two . "  He s aid , 
"You go to a crossroad where ' s  one goin ' dat-a-way an ' one goin ' s o . "  So he went 
on down there .  He got down there an ' he lo oked an ' he looked , an ' he s t ood there 
an ' looked . Didn ' t see nobody . He broke de bone in half in two . An '  he said , 
"Well , I ' m  goin ' b ack dis-a-way . "  He come dat-a-way , but he said , "I ' m  goin ' 
dis-a-way . " So he took the bone , j is ' broke it  choo know an ' th rew it  away . 
[ Informant demons trat es . ]  

( Facing the direction he intends to take , he throws one-half bone to the righ t 
and the other half to the left , at right  ang les to the intended road . In other 
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words , the bones are thrown down the two f orks that form the bisec ting line of 
the crossroad . )  

81 

"After you git sich a dis tant [distance ] from there , "  he said , " don ' t choo 
look back, " he s aid , "you keep a-goin ' .  Af ter you git sich a dis tant down the 
road an '  you don ' t see nobody , well ,' you stop an ' pick up you nine pinches o f  
dirt , "  h e  said , "an ' ev ' ry pinch o f  dirt you pick up " - he told him whut t o  say 
[ informant could not remember the words ] - "put i t  in a red han ' ker chef an ' tie 
it up " - he told how many knots to tie , I think it was nine kno ts - "an ' tie it 
up an ' care [ carry ] it to th e runnin '  water an ' throw it  overboard in the river 
an ' let it go on down the river , "  he s aid , "an '  you kin do anything you want . "  
[Richmond , Va . , ( 340) , 37 1 : 1 . ] 

280 . Dey tell me yo '  kin take a b lack cat an ' put him in a pot ' live , see , 
an '  boil him . Now , when all de flesh boil offa him , yo ' takes him to a branch . 
See , take dose bones to a branch . De Zuaky bone hit comes to de top ; it doesn ' t  
leave - it circle right round . Yo ' gits that yo ' see an ' after that then yo ' 
comes back to de fork of the road fo ' fo ' nights , an ' those fo ' nights yo ' sees 
one of  fo ' diff ' rent men - fo ' [ for ] each night yo ' come , a man tuh each night . 
See . An ' he will g ive yo ' somepin , speak to yo ' plainly an ' tell yo ' whut that 
ar e ,  to keep yore enemies away from yo ' - to keep anybody f rom doin ' yo ' any harm 
or whatevah . 

( Four different men - what do you do wi th that b lack cat b one then ? )  
Well , o n  dat b lack c a t  bone yo ' kin g i t  money , go t o  s tores an ' things -

nobody can ' t see yo ' when yo ' goin ' . Ah ' ve seen dat . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 1012 ) , 163 7 : 7 . ] 

281 . Ah heard dat chew could ketch a b lack cat an ' take him an ' boil him -
dat ' s  b lack all ovah - take him an ' boil him in water . An '  der e ' s  a crossbone 
dat come out of him ,  but chew got ' a  take him to a s tream somewhere an ' le t it  
wash off , an ' den dere ' s  a crossbone come out of him . Ah heard that chew could 
take an ' go  to a forks of de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' den de ninth mawnin ' 
whenevah yo ' go there , why den yore luck ' ll chang e .  Yo ' j es ' keep dat same b one 
i f  yo ' go to de forks of de road nine mawnin ' s  an ' then whenevah yo ' come back , 
why take that bone in de p lace yo ' want de luck in . An ' yo ' wrap i t  up an ' j es '  
put it  in yore pocket an ' tote i t  an ' that wi ll bring yo ' luck an ' success for 
many years . 

(You go to this crossroads after you get that b lack cat bone? Do you carry 
the bone with you there? )  

Yes - yo ' carry de bone wit yo '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  af ter yo ' done cook him to 
pieces and g it dat bone . Dat bring s yo ' luck . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1058) , 1718 : 3 . ] 

282 . Yo ' kin take a b lack cat - yo ' boil him alive an ' go to a s tream of  
watah an ' de firs t b one dat wash down de s tream , dat ' s  de  bone fo r yo ' tuh git . 
An '  take an ' go  to de fO l ks of de road nine mawnin ' s  an ' chew dat b one , an ' de 
las t mawnin ' yo ' go dere , everything will turn dark an ' different things wi ll 
come to yo ' . Then yo ' kin do anything - yo ' b e ' s  s old yo ' self to the devil . Yo ' 
kin be de ruler of anything an ' git out of i t . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 25 ) , 
25 70 : 9 . ] 

283 . The way I heard it was this - that he takes a b lack cat that ' s  b lack all 
over and throw him in boiling water and le t all de meat boil off the bones . And 
suck one of them bones each morning for nine mornings and go to the forks of the 
road and make a wish for whatever you wanted . And at the ninth morning , the 
council of the devil would meet him there and make him ruler over b lack arts -
the way I heard that , make him a ruler over b lack ar ts . He could go into a place 
and couldn ' t  be s een and take what he wanted and go out and do anything of  that 
kind . [ E lizabeth City , N. Car . , ( 441) , 412 : 6 . ] 
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284 . They claim you go  to the fork of the road fo ' nine mornin ' s t raigh t . 
You walk backward . You curse the day you were b orn . You curse the sun , the 
moon . You curse God . Then they ' ll sell theirself to the devil .  The nin th 
mornin ' they ' ll take a b lack cat to de  fork of that road an ' they ' ll git  a tea
ket t le of wat er boilin ' . They ' ll take dat cat an ' they ' ll t ' row him down in dat 
water an ' let him cook t o pieces . An '  then they ' ll take a - s omep in , an '  they ' ll 
fin ' one of  them bones , an ' they ' ll call that the b lack �at bone . An ' they sell 
theirself to  the devil an ' they b e  ab le to do all kin ' of mat t er . [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 80 2 ) , 1117 : 2 . ] 

285 . Dey says yo ' ll go an ' yo ' ll ket ch a b lack cat an ' yo '  take him an ' yo ' 
put h im in a pot o f  water , live . Git one dese pot s whut ' s  got  a neck t o  i t , yo ' 
know , where yo ' kin put his nose  r ight in de neck where he won ' t  die - where he 
won ' t drown . 

( S ort o f  - l ike a teakettle?  His nos e  is s t icking in that sp out ? )  
That ' s  righ t - right whare his nos e will s t i ck in dere where h e  won ' t drown . 
An' then , say yo ' ll s tart - put him in cold water an ' b uild yo ' a fire after 

yo ' put him in dere . Build yore fire an ' den ,  dey say - den yo ' b o i l  him an ' yo ' 
boil  him t o  pieces . Boil him t i ll all his b ones , hair , everything j es '  turns 
loose - j es '  be ' s  a liquor - j es '  b e ' s  afloatin ' in dat liquor . An ' dey say , den 
yo ' take that then an ' go to a runnin ' s tream of water an ' yo ' s tand wit chure 
back to  it  - de left shoulder to i t , an ' yo ' po ' dis ovah yore left  shoulder but 
don ' t  look b ack at i t . An '  dey say whilst yore [you ' re ]  standin ' dere r ight by 
it - wit chure lef t shoulder to it an ' throw i t  over yore lef t  shoulder an ' p o ' 
it  out - de b one dat goes - comes up de s tream - whut yo ' see comin ' up , yo ' git  
that b one but nevah look b ack . An '  dey say yo ' take that bone an ' den yo ' go den 
an ' yo ' g o  to  a road dat ' s  g ot  fo ' forks . Go to a cross roads dats got  fo ' forks 
to it . Yo ' go dere in de mornin ' - yo '  go dere fo ' nine mornin ' s .  Dey s ay ,  yo ' 
go dere an ' yo ' come to all de f orks , go j es '  right  where them f orks at  - right 
in dat b lock [ square ] , an ' den yo ' go b ackwards up one of ' em .  Says , yo ' go t ' a  
cus s God , den all yo ' kin think o f  - j es '  any thing yo ' kin s ay agin Him . Dat ' s  
fo ' de f irs ' mornin ' .  

(You go int o  any one of those forks ? )  
Either one of  those forks - g o  backwards . 
(When you cuss God do you s tand r ight in the center , righ t  where all these  

roads are ? )  
Dat ' s  where yo ' s tarts at , yes s ir .  Den yo ' goes b ackwards . Dat ' s  d e  fus t 

mornin ' .  
Well , when yo ' cus s es Him de firs ' mornin ' dey s ays on de se cond mornin ' de 

devil meet chew dere . He meet choo an ' he ' ll talk wit choo , an ' then he ' ll t ell 
yo ' - he ' ll show yo ' then de glit t er of  de world - j is '  whu ' de  world ( is ]  an ' 
what ' s in de wor ld , an ' j is '  how yo ' kin come to git  t o  i t  - richness - j is t  g i t  
rich .  

But s t ill , yo ' ain ' t  not through den until  yo ' g o  t o  all fo ' o f  d e  forks ev ' ry 
mornin ' - go up each one . De one yo ' went up dis morning don ' t go up it  de nex ' 
momin ' . 

An' de second morning yo ' come down dis road yo ' cus ses Him agin - yo ' cuss es 
Him fo ' all yo ' knows dat morning , an ' de  devil ' 11 meet chew dere dat morning an ' 
he promise yo ' dat morning - he tells yo ' tuh cuss Him an ' what ever yo ' promis e -
yo ' got ' a  tuh make the devil a faith ful promise dat chur e soul is  his ' n  when yo ' 
curs in , God . Well , yo ' go there for all nine mornin ' s ,  but de las t morning -
when yo ' gi t  to the ninth morning , yo ' go back there , but don ' t run out on de 
fork of the road , yo ' go back to the first fork where yo ' s t ar ted - yo '  go b ack 
down that fork an ' yo '  curses Him agin . Well , devil dere an '  yo ' promise  him dat 
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chur e s oul is h i s ' n .  
We ll , dey says tha ' chew t ake tha t b one an ) yo ' put i t  on a s t r ing an ' t ie i t  

ar ound yore neck an ' le t  hang down in yore b o s om  heah an ' yo ' g o e s  ahead on . 
Dey t e ll me yo ' kin go t o  a lock aft ' j i s ' ( p u f f )  [ d emons trates by b lowing ] -

b low dat lock an ' i t ' l l  come op en . Yo '  kin take dat b one then an ' a f t er yo ' g i t  
everything whu t  chew want i n  da t building an ' g o t  out , yo ' kin j es '  t ake d a t  b one 
an ' s t i ck i t  in yore mouth an ' walk out , cain ' t  nob ody see yo ' .  

(Now while you are go ing down t o  this cro s s r o ad tho s e  nine morning s , where is 
this b one a l l  tha t t ime? ) 

Yo ' ve got dis bone - yes sir , yo ' go t this b one then but dis b one won ' t b e g in 
t o  work unt i l  yo ' cur s e  God . [ S t . P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 10 14 ) , 1639 : 5 . ] 

2 8 6 . Ah c ould t el l  yo '  dat s t ory but no t known in , whe ther all of i t ' s  ' zac t ly 
t rue or not - about de cat . Ah hear dem s ay dey kin - dat chew b o il a b lack cat 
an ' yo ' put de b lack ca t in runnin ' watah a f t er y o ' boil it an ' yo '  g i t  d e  b ones 
dat come toward s yo ' .  An '  d en fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yo '  go to f ive points - fo ' ks o f  
d e  road , an ' when yo ' go there , dey s ay yo ' hear d e  wind , s t ormy like , an ' on de 
ninth mawnin ' i f  yo ' kin s t and an ' hear an ' s ee whu t  chew s e e , why den - a f t er 
yo ' done b oiled dis c a t  an ' g o through thi s proc es s , why yo ' ve s o ld yore soul t o  
d e  dev il an ' yo ' kin do mo s t  any th ing . 

(You t ake those b ones t o  tha t road ? ) 
Yes - yo ' carry them wi th you . In de firs t p lace y o ' c arry dem to the runnin ' 

watah , an ' then yo ' t ake ' em  out . S e e , th er e ' l l b e  s o  many come t o  yo ' an ' s o  
many g o  from yo ' , b u t  d e  ones fo ' yo ' i s  d e  ones d a t  c om e  towards yo ' .  An '  then 
yo ' go to tho s e  fo ' ks of de ro ad nine mawnin ' s .  

(You j u s t  carry th ose bones wi th you when you g o  to the f ork of the road ? )  
Yes - but th en thos e  three b ones dat c ome t owards yo ' , you s upposed t o  keep 

d em  b ones wi th you always . Tha t ' s  fo ' yo ' .  De o thahs i s  fo ' de o th ah fellah -
p rovidin ' i f  i t ' s  a p ers on s e l l in ' dat kind of wo rk . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 29 3 ) , 
219 3 : 3 . ] 

2 8 7 . We l l , d e  way ah ' ve heard yo ' have to do dat , yo ' have tuh g i t  a b lack 
cat an '  put him in - g i t  s ome real hot wat ah an ' g i t  chure wat ah tub boilin '  an ' 
don ' t  kill d e  cat . From whut ah heard ab ou t it , yo ' don ' t ki l l  de c a t . Yo ' 
takes de cat alive wit ' out any wh i t e  spots a t a l l  on him - no p la c e  a tall , an ' 
thr ow him in dat ho t b o ilin ' wa tah an ' le t him b o i l  unt il all d e  meat b o i l  o f f  
his b ones . A f t ah de meat b o i l  o f f a  his b ones , den yo ' t ake de b ones - t akes a l l  
his b ones , a l l  de laig b ones - t ake all h i s  bones an ' c arry him t o  a s t r eam o f  
runnin ' watah . Yo ' t ake dem b ones an ' th row 'em i n  runnin ' watah an ' d en d ere ' s  
one o f  d e  b ones goin ' go up s t ream . We ll , yo ' t ake dis b one dat g oes up s t r eam -
one of ' em wi ll run up de s t ream . Yo ' t ake de b one dat run s  up d e  s t ream an ' yo ' 
t ake i t  an ' put i t  in yo re lef t-han ' pocke t an ' yo ' g oes b ack . When yo ' go b ack , 
yo ' s t art g o in ' to de fo ' ks o f de road every mawnin ' - every S unday mawn in ' an ' 
be dere at nine ' c lock . An '  yo ' go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' wear da t b one in 
yore p ocket every mawnin ' an ' de las t mawnin ' yo ' go dere , d ey t e l ls me , s ay ,  
pract i ' ly ev ' rything - a l l  kind a animals an ' ev ' ry th ing dat yo ' kin think of wi ll 
mos t ly come to yo ' , j es ' come nat chral r ight up befo ' y o ' face , an ' i f  yo ' don ' t  
g i t  s cared , i f  yo ' kin s tay d ere an ' make i t  out un t i l  de la s ' thing come , dey 
t ell me dat de las t thing come i s  de d evi l . But i f  he come an ' yo ' kin ' f ord tuh 
see all dat , den yo ' t ake dis b on e an ' dere prob ' ly s ome marr ow in dat b one an ' 
yo ' have tuh suck i t  out - y o ' don ' have tuh swal low i t , s p i t  it out . An ' then 
yo ' kin prob ' ly do any thing yo ' wanta do - disappeah an ' a l l  dat s tuff . 
[ Faye t t eville , N .  C ar . , ( 14 3 8 ) , 260 3 : 10 . ]  

2 8 8 . We l l ,  d ey take an ' dey b o i l  a b lack cat . An '  dey t akes d e  b lack cat 
bone from b e tween his laigs d er e  - let i t  b e  a b u l l  cat , a b oy cat . 
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(Whi ch b one b e tween h i s  l egs - wha t  do you mean by th e b one b e tween his leg s ? ) 
We ll - dat l i t t l e  this heah wh en it runs out . 
(His too l ?  That b on e  in there ? )  
Yassuh - g i t  that bone an ' yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road .  
(What do you do out there at the f orks of the road ? ) 
Yo ' turn yore b a ck tuh the f o l ks of de ro ad an ' throw it ovah yore r ight 

should er an ' go on whare yo ' g o in '  an ' nevah lo ok b ack . 
(What will th at do ? )  

Wel l , that wi l l  keep yore enemies f rom ovahtakin ' yo ' - dat cat b one will take 
care o f  yo ' .  

(You don ' t keep tha t b one at all? ) 
No s ir . [ L i t t le Rock,  Ark . , ( 900) , 1 4 7 2 : 14 . ] 
289 . We ll , tuh g i t  a b lack cat lucky bone is to t ake a cat an ' - don ' t  put 

him in de watah no so oner den yo ' kill him an ' don ' t thr ow him in dere alive . 
Yo ' take a cat an ' walk by him three times ' fore yo ' ki ll him , an ' 

TWO BONES s ay , "Ab ki ll dis cat in de Name of de Father , Son an ' Ho ly Ghos t , "  
an ' on de las t  word ki ll him - mash his haid an ' then throw h im in de 

p ot an ' let him b o il thorough ly . Den aftah dis cat is b o i led , yo ' see de firs t 
b one dat s t i cks up , yo ' reach in dat p o t  o f  hot wa tah an ' snatch i t  up an ' sp i t  
on i t  an ' rub it in yo re hands - rub i t  all ovah yuh . 

( Rub it in your hand and rub i t  all over you? ) 
All ovah yo '  - j es t  rub it in yore han ' an ' rub it all ovah yo ' .  An '  let de 

c at boil dere fo ' a f ew minu t es . An '  den take dat cat an ' go to a r ivah or a 
creek , anything [where water runs ] an ' chunk him in dere an ' yo ' j es t s tand in de 
one place right where yo ' are - j es t  s tand dere . One of tho se bones wi ll s e t t le 
r ight back t o  the b ank of th e watah . Ah don ' care how f as t  de watah is runnin ' , 
dat bone ' s  comin ' back to de b ank . We ll , den , co r se yo ' j es '  reach righ t in d e  
wat ah an ' pick i t  up . Yo ' take dat - d em  two b ones y o ' go t  from d a t  b lack cat . 
Tha t  will g ive y o ' all de luck in de wo r1 ' - all de luck y o ' want - i t  runs 
contin ' l ly - dat will g ive y o ' all de luck in de world . Yo ' l l g i t  in troub l e 
but chew ' l l git out . 

( That ' s  the lucky bone ? )  
Dat ' s  r igh t . [ Faye t t evi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1415) , 2 54 7 : 1 . ] 
290 . They t ell me the mos t  lucky th ing a person can get to guide him for 

one ' s  life or luck or love is to take the b ones f rom the carcass o f  a b lack cat . 
Now , the way to find thi s b one is s imp ly to g et a s o lid b lack cat , a cat that 
hasn ' t  a p ar t icle of white ab out it , no t even a s trand o f  wh ite hair . Take a 
boiling p o t  o f  wat er and put the cat in alive un t i l  al l the f lesh is b o i led o f f  
the b ones . Then take the bones and carry them i n  f ront o f  a mirror and lo ok i n  
tha t  mir ro r , and p u t  a b one in your mouth until it comes that you are invis ib le 
in the mirror , then you p ut that b one as ide . Then you put all the b ones b ack 
and s t art to put t ing them in your mouth again unt il you can s ee your self again 
ref lect ed in th e mirror . Then take those two b ones and carry them to a stream 
o f  running water , and throw them over your le f t  shoulder and run down the s t ream 
and catch them . Jus t  where y ou ca tch them you take them and mark them , and carry 
them to a clear poo l  o f  deep water . And when you s ee yours elf reflec ted in the 
water , you put the b one in your mou th unt il you can ' t  see y ours elf . Put that 
b one in one p o cket - ei ther pocket . And put the o ther b one in your mouth , and 
when you come b ack visib le again , you have the �o lucky bones . And you c an do 
anything you want with them . You can walk righ t  into a bank and they can ' t  see 
you and you can take the money out . I know a b oy tha t  tr ied that at home and 
they put him in j ai l . I don ' t  think he waited long enough unti l he found th e 
b ones . [Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 14) , Ed . ; f rom Suf f o lk ,  Va . ]  
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29 1 .  Ah heah talk of ' em  s ellin ' deyse1f to de devil . Well , dey take a black 
cat an ' dey carr ies him - dey builds a fiah to de pot  an ' dey b oils de cat ' live . 
Dey boils him till al l de meat comes of f his b ones . Den dey take all dem bones 
out an ' carry dem tuh runnin ' watah . See , de two b ones dat go up de s tream , dey 
gits dem two an ' dey worries ' em in dey mouth , an ' dey go tuh de 100kin ' g lass 
an ' s t an '  befo ' de glass an ' try demse1ves , an '  whenevah dey go out of s igh t dey 
knows dey ' s  workin ' den . 

An '  dey goes on de ninth mawnin ' aftah dey do dat an ' dey meets de devi l - to 
de fo ' k  of de road j es '  at sunrise , an ' dey meet de devil an ' he  tell ' em whatso
mevah ar t dey wanta take , he tells ' em whut tuh do . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , 
( 1395 ) , 2507 : 5 . ]  

29 2 .  Git de b lack cat an ' boil dis b lack cat and git  five of dem li t t le bones 
an '  yo ' cros s es dem 1ak Joseph 's �ddep { surely Jacob ' s ] . {He demons trates . ] 

(You take two p aral lel b ones and two mo re parallel and you cros s them like 
that ? )  [This sound l ike a ticktacktoe ( or noughts-and-aposses ) diagram . ] 

Yes . 
FIVE BONES ( That ' s  Joseph ' s Zaddep? )  

Yes . 
An '  yo ' cros s ' em 1ak tha t  an ' yo ' make yore wish - 1ak yo ' want luck or make 
money or somepin , wish i t  on Joseph 's Zaddep fo ' nine times . [He holds up an 
imaginary ladder . ]  Dat called Jos eph 's Zaddep , s ay ,  "In God we trus t - luck -
luck - luck" - fo ' nine times , with tha t  b lack cat bones . 

(What do you do wi th the fifth bone? ) 
Well , yo '  takes hit an ' yo ' we ars hit  - yo ' wears hit down in yore bosom ,  dat 

fifth bone . 
(When you are making these wishes , what do you do - you hold the bones up 

like tha t ? ) 
Yo ' hold de b ones up in de eas t an ' yo ' cal l Joseph ' s  name - Joseph 's �ddep 

name nine times , den yo ' wish fo ' luck . 
(How do those bones s t ay together that way ? ) 
Well , dey takes a little fine wire - wire ' em  togethah . Den yo ' make a 

mattres s , kinda 1ak dat , of ' em [demons trates ] - kinda take a little sawin ' 
knife , so yo ' kin file [ something like this # ] . 

(Make it like a [ rus t i c ]  picture frame? ) 
Yes , kinda 1ak a li ttle picture frame an ' hold i t  up t o  de east an ' make nine 

wishes . 
(What part of  the cat do you get these from? ) 
Yo ' git ' em outa the hin ' 1aigs . 
(Either hind leg ? )  [This sort o f  ques tion is usually conversat ional - not 

inves tigative - and meaning les s , see Introduc tion . ] 
Yessuh , in de hin ' 1aig - that part of the thigh , de small b one - git dem 

b ones , de thigh bones .  
[ Two cylinders later the b Zaak aat bone reappears . ]  
( I  have to  go down before the j udge - now , what do I do? ) 
' Fore yo ' go yo ' have dis heah wishbone - dis heah b Zaak aat wishbone . 
(Where do you get tha t ? ) 
Dat ' s  de one ah wus te11in ' yo ' ' b out when yo '  boil de cat an ' git dat othah 

bone - yo ' know , dere ' s  five of ' em .  Well , yo ' only us e but f o ' of ' em ,  an ' � 
keeps one an ' yo ' has i t  on a b lack cord around yore neck . We ll , yo '  takes i t  
out an ' when dey brings d e  - yo ' settin '  dere waitin '  an ' yo ' make a wish nine 
t imes in de east - 100kin ' in de eas t an ' make a wish .  Den yo ' take de lode
stone an ' rub hit on dere an ' make yore wish an ' put it back in yore pocket . 
An '  when yo ' go  out , go out with this heah lodes tone in yore han ' ,  an ' de j udg e 
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will make yore f ine light an ' he liable tuh dismis s  de case . 
(What did you say about pas s ing something over my tee th or lips ? )  
Ah said , nine t imes , t ake dat wishbone ovah yore face nine time s lak dat -

while yo ' makin ' yore wishes . 
(You said you had to look a certain way when you do it ? ) 
In de eas t , an ' make yore wish . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 3 ) , 2 7 16 : 8  & 2 7 18 : 2 . ] 
293 . Ah heard where yo ' kin disappear - yo ' disappear . Yo ' git  a b lack cat 

wit not a white  speck on h im nowhere , an ' yo ' make a f ire in yore firep lace -
wherevah yo ' might make yore fire at , chew know . An ' when that water git 

MIRROR hot , yo '  put dat cat in dere an '  yo ' put s ome b r icks on top or any weight 
tuh hold it  down , an ' boil him alive . An ' when dat cat g it done , de meat 

will slip of f  de b one . An ' git chew a mirror-g lass , an ' don ' t  look in de pot -
reach down like dis - don ' t tetch yore mouth - j es '  came across [ d emons trat es ] -
"No , that ain ' t the one . " Keep a-do in , till yo ' gi t de right bone , an ' yore face 
will disappear out de glass . An '  then yo ' j es ' keep da t b one - yo ' go anywhere 
yo ' want . If yo ' wanta disappear , yo ' can ' t be caught by a officer or nuthin ' -
yo ' kin disappear . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 142) , 1859 : 3 . ] 

294 . [My info rmant thinks my asking about the b lack cat b one means that I am 
go ing to try the rit e . ] But chew ain ' t goin ' do dat - yo ' ain ' t goin ' even do 
that . Yo ' got ' a  g it a b lack cat an ' put him in de pot ' live an ' boil  him ,  see . 
An ' after yo ' b oil dat cat an ' he git  done good , yo ' ain ' t  got done - well , � 
got ' a  tuh eat dat . An ' when yo '  git  to de right bone - an ' yo ' g o t ' a  s t an '  in 
front o f  a mirror , understan ' , whils t yo ' eat in ' it . An ' when yo ' strike dat 
r ight bone , den yo ' kin see yo ' se1f in a dark room in de g lass - see yo ' self  in 
de glass . But yo '  got ' a git a j e t  b lack cat . 

(You have to b e  in a dark room when you are doing that ? )  
Have t o  b e  in a dark room - all d e  shades , an ' everything . Let i t  b e  as b lack 

as it kin b e .  Yo ' got ' a  eat dat cat - eat it after yo ' boil  i t . Yo ' put him in 
de pot an ' she t h im up where he can ' t  j ump out , an '  put him in de  po t of  watah 
an ' b oil him - have him , yo ' know , done good . 

(What do you do wi th that b one after you get it , then? ) 
Yo ' keep de bone an ' yo '  kin do any thing yo '  wanta do - anything yo ' wanta do . 

[ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1348) , 2330 : 10 . ] 
29 5 .  We ll , the way you se l l  youpse lf to the devi l , you get you a b lack , b lack 

cat , you see . And after you ge t you a b lack cat , you t ake that b lack cat and you 
boil it  - you boil 

·
that b lack cat ' till it get real done . Af ter ' the cat boil  

and you get  done , you take that lef t  hind leg , you see , and get that lef t b one 
out of it . Get  that bone out of  it , out o f his left leg and you get in front of 
a glass and you pass this ' cros s your teeth three t imes , you see . And the third 
t ime you pass it across your teeth , if you got the right b one it wi ll b lind you , 
you see . And after it b lind you , we ll you got the righ t  bone . You can - you are 
so you can go anywhere and get anything you want . You can do s ome thing and as 
long as you go t  that bone in your hand , they won ' t  s ee you . [ New Orleans , La . , 
( 823) , 119 0 : 7 . ] 

2 9 6 . Ah had two uncles an ' dey wus lak dat . Now , dey had whut chew call a 
b lack cat bone an ' John de Conkep roo t . Mah uncle Sam said dey had taken a b lack 
cat an ' tied him an ' had a pot  of b oilin '  watah in a dark house ,  an ' dropped de  
cat  in  de pot an ' let de meat boil  off his  b ones . Den dey g i t  b e fo ' de lookin ' 
glas s an ' when dey g it  befo ' de g lass , dey pull dese bones across dey mouth an ' 
dey know when d ey git  to  de last , dey - when dey git near to de last , it come tuh 
git t in '  dark an ' thunder in , an ' l ightnin ' an ' snakes an ' everything - chains , 
b ells , an ' everything . An ' den he s tood dere unt il he got dat . Den he taken de 
John de Conkep root an ' put dis in dere mouth an ' den dey go out an ' take dat 
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black cat bone an' put it  in yore righ t  han ' an' hold i t, an' say no one will s ee 
yo ' disappeah . An' yo '  kin unlock any kinda lock dat wus locked. 

( They had to cook this cat in a dark room?) 
Yes, they had tuh cook him in a dark room - cook him 'live , don ' kill h im .  

Dey ' s  lucky - da t's high luck. 
Dey say dat ' s de smalles t bone in him .  An ' it  will stick t o  d e  lip s when yo' 

g it to  it , s t ick right to yore lips - yo ' cain ' t g it rid of i t . An ' af tah it  
s t ick to it , den it come a-1 ightnin' up, den yo' see. [ Memphis, Tenn. , (1530) , 
2 738:7.] 

2 9 7. Now , fo' gamblin' , it's a black cat yo ' mus t g i t  - a j et b lack cat , de 
only thing white on him should be his teeth. Yo ' ket ch dis cat but have him 
penned up fo ' six days . Fo ' ins tance , have a lit tle cage or somep in 1ak yo ' 
have fo' b irds. Keep him penned dat he mus t  git mo' fury - yo' know, tuh git  
angry, mad, angry fo ' human bein ' s. Git  him dat-a-way. Now, de s eventh day, dat 
mawnin' yo ' g i t  up at dawn dat seventh day an' put on a boi1 in ' po t of watah -
a large, large pot. Keep dat watah b oilin ' .  Let i t  boil dere till yo ' see it 
bubb 1 in '  an ' dere's a foam ovah i t . Git  dis cat. Event ' ly [ eventually] yo ' ll 
have tuh have someone tuh work with yo', ' caus e qui te nat chra1 yo ' couldn ' t  
handle a cat in a wild fury - take him outa dere an ' put him in dere . Have some
body dere tuh take dat lid off  dis p o t  yo ' g o t . Have dem take i t  off. unpen an' 
dump h im down in dere in dat po t an' put dat lid on i t , but chew mus t  have a lid 
heavy enough to keep him down, 'cause yo' know if a person - say, if a per son is 
in a fury an ' ar e bein' killed or somepin , dey have sup er-s trength. Yo' know 
whut ah mean - dey b e  evah so s trong. Now, yo' put de top on dat pot an ' let him 
boil dere fo' three hours . ---

A
-

f t ah he's boiled there fo' those three hour s, let him cool off .  S oon as i t  
da ' k, whut we call dusk heah - don' know how yo' call it up dere [ in the No rth ] -
aft ah it ' s  da ' k, yo ' take an ' yo' separat e all tho se b ones . Be somewhere where 
yo' kin reach , but be in a dark room befo' a mirror. An ' s tandin ' be fo ' dis 
mir ror, yo ' take bone fo ' b one an ' hoI ' yore teeth dat-a-way . [Demons trates, 
bar ing t eeth.] Jes' pass it - now , it ' s  one of thos e b ones in there dat's goin ' 
sparkle an' yo'l! see it befo ' de glass . Now, dat b one is de b one yo' mus t wear , 
an ' ther e's no special place tuh wear it, but secure it in a place dat yo ' won't 
misplace it . An ' yo'll have all de luck in de world fo ' gamb1in ' . Dat's all it 
is to d is black cat. [Alg iers, La., (1581) , 291 7:5.] 

29 8 .  Ah heard chew git a black cat an' yo ' take dis ca t an ' put h im in de 
pot - put dis cat in de pot an' put dis pot on de fiah an ' yo ' git s a Bible an' 
in Revelation, dat ' s  where yo ' read it, ovah there . An ' yo' g i t  the Bible an ' 
yo' r ead the Bib le the whole time that cat is in that pot boilin' an ' that cat 
will - yo ' know, yo' will pray in yore mind. An ' den when dat cat ' s  got  done ,  
yo' take that cat an ' git chew - yo' take dat bone when dat cat cook all tuh 
pieces an' yo' take dat black cat bone - j is ' a solid black cat , nuthin ' , no 
white about it or nuthin ' - and when he gits  done yo ' b r ing dat pot dere an ' yo ' 
put dat pot an ' ever ' t ime you take out a bone - g i t  chew a g lass an ' yo' sit 
an' look in dat 100kin' glass an' put a b one in yore mouth , an ' when yo' git  de 
right bone yo' cain't see yo's elf in dat glas s .  S ee .  An' den yo' kin do any
thing, cain ' t  nobody s ee. Yo ' kin go tuh de bank an' g i t  money out de bank b ut 
cain ' t  nobody see yo ' ,  'long as yo' got  dat black cat bone in yore mouth. Well, 
yo' have sold yo'self to de devil, becuz ' dat's mo ' fo' evil. 

(Do you know in what par t of Revelations they r ead, or j us t  any part of 
Revelations?) 

No , j is '  r ead any part  of Revelations, but 's t id readin ' it  farwards, read it  
b ackwards - r ead i t  b ackwards . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . ,  ( about 890) , 1459:5.] 
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299 . Af ter you play de moos ic a certain lenck of time [at the fork of the 
road ] , all de rest of spirits gon ' a leave but dey gon ' a  leave dis spirit s tandin ' 
dere . Dis de spirit da ' choo want to git  chore gif ' from . An ' den yo ' ask ' im 
an ' den he ' ll tell you , whut to do an ' how to do it . I t  jis ' de same as us in ' a 
black cat bone an ' ev ' ry thing like dat . Now , de black cat bo ne is us ed at de 
same fork of de road . 

Gi ' choo a black cat roun ' about de ahur [hour ] of twelve o ' clock at night . 
You go out dere [to the fork of the road ] an ' you boil ' im out dere . You take 
a lookin ' glass out dere wit cheh . Put it in fron ' chore face like dis . Do 
[though ] when you put dat cat in dat boilin ' water , you gon ' a  be worried wi t 
a-many pains, becah ' zhoo got ' a  put ' im in dere live - you can ' t  kill ' im an '  
put ' im dere , you got ' a  put ' im in dere live . An' you take dat cat out when de 
meat all boil of f de bones . Now , dis is hoodooism, too .  You kin git  anything 
you want any ahur [of the] day , go in any place . 

You take dat glas s , you hold it  like dis at twelve o ' clock at nigh t , an ' if  
it  dark an ' rainy would be de bes t .  You go out dere , you pas s ev ' ry one dem 
bone cros t yore mouf . You see , ain ' t gon ' a  be no meat on ' em .  De meat is gon ' a 
be boiled of f de bone , but it gon ' a be a hot bone . Take an ' cros s ' em out of 
yore lips . An ' de bone tha ' choo gon ' a  git , it gon ' a  have thr ee forks [prongs] 
to it  - two long forks an ' a lit tle small fork [ a  devil ' s  trident?] . You pas s 
' em all aroun ' in yer mouf . Well , i f  you didn ' t know dis bone , you might have 
to pass - dat migh t be de las ' one you g it to , cah ' zhoo don ' t  know whi ch bone 
i t  is . But choo jis ' gon ' a  pas s till you git  to de bone . When yo ' git  to dat 
bone , yore pitchure disappear from dis glas s . You see , dat wha ' choo call de 
disappearin' bone. You kin walk in a place - when you walk in a place you us e 
dat bone in yore mouf [ demons trates] . 

(Hold it in your mouth like that . )  
Dat make de people can ' t see you - you disapp ear . Dey may hear ' em walkin ' ,  

but dey think it  a cat or somep in . You unders tand , dey can ' t  see you as long as 
you got dat bone in yore mouf . Well , dat bone don ' t ' pos e  t o  b e  used - when you 
gon ' a  go in a place - in yer pocket; it  suppos e to be used in your mouf . Jis ' 
[like] you goin ' into a bank or somep in to rob it; well , when you git  to de doar , 
jis ' befo ' you git  to de doah , put chore bone in yore mouf . By de time you git 
in de doar you be done disapp ear . You be in de bank but nobody kin see you . 

Well, dat used [the way you did it] at de fork of de road , bu ' choo got ' a  talk 
to dis spirit when you pass dem bone acros s yer mouf [at the fork of the road ] . 
Why d ey gon ' a  be spirits all dere , out dere .  Some have mayb e eye like a ball of 
f iah; some make f iah come out dey nose .  
---

Y
-

ou see , some people can ' t  s tand it . It ' s  jis ' natchral somep in joo got ' a  go 
through wit to git  de g i f ' . An' dis spir i t  wi ll command you to g0 to do whatso
mever you wanta do .  You see , dis is a evil spirit - he died in a evil way .  You 

see , dey got a good spirit but de mos t of de people dese days dey lookin ' fah 
somepin evil - dey not lookin ' fah de good. 

You got to dress that bone . 
(Well , why do you dress that bone?) 
To be sure dat it wi ll work . You take it  to a hoodooism, an ' dey ' ll take dat 

bone an ' dey ' ll polish i t . You see , dey ' ll polish i t  jis ' like a lookin ' glass .  

Now , here ' s  a way for when you firs t git  i t . But i t  not ' pos ed to be finished . 
You have to take it  to a hoodooism to git i t  finished .  NOW , dey take i t  an ' dey 
call dat polishin' it. Dey ' ll take an ' dey ' ll have i t  jis ' like a lookin ' g las s .  

An' den dey ' ll dress it . You see , in dressing it , dey ' ll put it down wit  somep in 

else in it about ten or fif teen day . An' dey ' ll soak in dis an ' dey soak it  in 
somep in else, an ' dey ' ll soak i t  in somep in els e [soak it in three things ] .  Well 
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dat ' ll cos ' zhoo money to g it dat done, but you wouldn ' t  min ' payin ' money to 
git s omepin done you gon'a live off  of . See . 

89 

An '  dey will take dat bone an ' dey'll dress dat bone . An' when dey give you 
dat b one back, dey'll let you try �t. You see, dat whut dey [call] test it. If 
you wouldn't go g ive it test an ' put it in yore mouf - you'd w�s omepin to 
guarantee it. Mayb e, before you put de bone in yore mouf - well ,  you say, "How 
many years you goin ' to guarantee it?" 

Now, in dis room dey gon'a have you in, it gon'a be glas s all roun '  you, all 
aroun ' you . Dey put choo in a room where dere ' s  no thin , but glas s . An' den you 
put dat bone in yor e mouf an '  you look - you can ' t see yorese lf. An' whosomever 
be in dere wit you , dey can ' t  see you . Well ,  dey tell you to take de bone out 
chore mouf . You have to take de bone out chore mouf yorese lf . You see, still 
alive in yore natchral us e .  You kin be in dere us in ' yore arms, you see , but de 
other f eller can ' t  see you . Yore [you ar e] de same as a pers on dat ' vaporated 
away. 

Now, ain ' t  many people use black cat bones b ecuz dey don't wanta go through -
see , you have to sell yo�eself to de devil. Any hoodooism is sold to de devil . 
You got to go dere twelve o ' clock at night. A rainy night de b est b ecuz de evil  
spirits walks more . When it lightnings an ' thunders spirits travel more dan dey 
do any other nigh t . But any ahur of night at twelve o'clock de evi l spirit s out .  
[New Orleans, La . , (786) , 1095:2. ] 

300. Now , there was a man at my home whose name was Phi lip Williams. 
(Where was your home?) 
Mackey ' s  Ferry , North Carolina . 
(What county is that in?) 
Dat ' s in North Carolina. 
(What county?) 
Oh , Pasquo tank County. [On Albermar le Sound; county seat, Elizabeth City, a 

p lace where I collected . ]  
Now, dis f ellow - I was talking to him once about de wo�ld's gift - he could 

take a piece of paper and turn it to a dollar bill [bank not e1 or a twenty-dollar 
b i ll, or anything that he wanted to turn it to . So ,  well , he told me to get me 
a black cat and find me a stream of water runnin ' off in two brothe�s' Lznd. 
We ll , I did that. Well , you take this old black cat and you stick -

(A stream of water that runs of f in two brothe�s' land.) 
And you boil dis cat till - let it be about eleven-thirty when you put him in 

there . Well , you put him in there and put a top on him, and while dis cat is 
cooking and beg in to die - a wind will rise, it will b egin to rain and it will 
thunder and lightnin' around there a little b it .  And if you kin stand de test 
when dis cat g ets done, so you kin take him up it and shake - the meat wi ll fall 
off de bones . You wan ts to get you a looking g lass . After you get your looking 
glass, take dis cat to a stream of water. 

(The stream of water that runs on the two b�othe�s' land?) 
Yes - that runs off the two b�othe�s' land. Kind of always , when you doing 

that, you must try to locate two b�othe�s' prope�ty that joins so the water b e  
coming offen both o f  ' em like - where dis bone will work. 

And you take dem to the stream of water an ' drag de b ones cross your mouth 
and - [but f irst] throw dem in the stream of water, but you want to ketch dese 
b ones. When you come to de right bone, dis right bone will hang up in your 
mouth and you will disappear in this looking glas s  - you can ' t  see yourself in 
dis looking glas s .  When you do that, you got the right bone . Den, the devil, he 
gon'a appear in front of you and ask you what you want, and you'll tell him that 
you wants the world's gift, and if you kin stand to get the wo�ld'8 gift, then 
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you kin do anyth ing that you want to do. You kin disappear be fore people and 
talk to ' em  and they can ' t see you . That's what you say when you walk about wit 
a black cat. 

(I see - that is why they s ay you walk with a black cat.) 
That ' s  the on1iest thing you kin say . [Norfolk, Va . ,  (466) , 461:6; by Docto� 

Paul Bowes . ]  
301 . Dey takes a black cat an ' gits his bone out dere tuh de fo'ks o f  de 

road. Dat make yo ' become wise to anything . 
(Do you know what they do to get  that bone?) 

BLIND OR INVISIBLE Yes suh, dey draw each bone ' cros s dere mouth till dey become 
WITHOUT MIRROR blind, an '  de right bone will natch1y run yo' blind. An ' yo ' 

be wise tuh doin ' anything; jis ' 1ak ah wanta take dis suit
� , yo ' nevah will dis cover ah ' m  takin ' until ah ' d  be gone - s ee, out de way 
wit it . 

[ This may be the only recorded referenc e to my specially-made sui tcas e for 
carrying fifty cylinders - see Introduction. [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (941) , 1523:6.] 

302 . Well, dat ' s  if yo ' wanta sell yo'self to de devil an ' do anything in de 
world. Well, yo '  kin take a black cat an ' tie his fo ' futs [ foots] tog ethah 1ak 
yo ' would a hog [the verb for this act is hogtie]. Have yo ' on a boi1in ' pot of  
watah an ' throw him into de watah until all de meat boils off  his bones . Then 
aftah de meat boils off  his bones, let it git cold . Yo ' take each one those 
bones an' draw ' em  ' cross yore mouth that way [ demons trates ] ,  until when yo' g it 
to  the right one yo' will know it - yo ' 11 come blind as a bat an ' somepin will 
t etch yo ' an ' says, "Meet me at de fo ' ks  of  de road an ' ah will talk wit joo." 
But when yo' go tuh d e  fo ' ks of de road - yo ' jes' go tuh any fo'ks of de road 
at twelve o'clock at night an '  de devil wi ll be dere wit chew . An' anything dat 
chew start he ' ll back yo ' up in it. 

(You can ' t go to the forks of the road until you get that bone?) 
No suh , yo ' cain ' t go there until yo ' git that black cat bone. Then yo ' kin 

do anything dat chure big enough tuh do. [New Orleans, La . ,  (1566) , 2867:2 . ]  
303 . Jes ' 1ak yo ' spot a cat, yo ' know , a black cat in yore neighborhood. 

Perhaps , at twelve a ' c10ck in de night , yo ' go git dat cat. Yo ' d  have yore watah 
boi1in ' an ' yo ' d  set down aftah it boil an ' den g it him ' mersed down . Yo ' d first 
repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer . Close yore eyes an ' rep eat the Lord ' s  Prayers ovah that 
hot kittle of  watah. Den yo ' would take it off an' let  it cool. Put it in some 
watah, yo ' know, an ' git it cool. Then yo ' d  set down an ' right near dat pan. 
Yo ' might say yo ' d have a - yo ' d  s et there aftah yo ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer an ' 
yo' take bone by bone an ' draw it across  yore mouth an ' yo ' lay it down , bone 
by bone . Well, when yo' git to de right bone, yo ' d  los e sight on [ of ]  ' em, an ' 
den dat ' d  be de right bone . Yo ' would take that bone then an ' put it in yore 
han ' or pocket, an ' go in any othah p lace an ' the peop le that are in there , they 
would lose  sight on yo ' as yo ' are sighted. [Memphis, Tenn., (1542 ) , 2789:7 . ]  

304 . Why yo ' kin take a cat an ' kill him yo ' know an ' cook him who le an ' take 
all de bones out . 

(You said the bones of that black cat will do what? After you boil him you do 
what with them?) 

You put everyone dem little piece o f  bone in yore mouth until yo ' find one f it 
yore mouth, yes . 

(Like what - you s aid like what?) 
Jes ' like a false teeth - yo ' unders tand , jes ' somepin fit round dere like 

date An' dat ' s  de bone fo' yo' tuh keep tuh puts across whats omevah yo ' wanta 
go ovah. [ Brunswick, Ga., (1183) , 1996:6 . ]  

305 . Ah heerd mah p eople talk about a black cat . Dey said if yo ' wanta be 
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lucky, yo' go ahead an' yo' cook dis cat, see. An' yo' would take ev'ry bone an' 
pull it through yore mouth until yo' git to de right one an' when yo' git to de 
right one, dat right one would drop out chure mouth - dis bZack oat bone. Yo' 
would have to pull ev'ry one through dere till yo' git to de right - den de right 
one, when yo' git to de right one, dat right one would fall out chure mouth. 

(Well, you would be holding it - how could it drop if you are holding it?) 
Well, yo' draw it through see - �ne will go one way and de other ones will go 

de other, an' dat main bone would fall out. nat's de way yo' finds de luckiest. 
[This is the magic rite of alternation - draw a bone right to left across 

your mouth, then the next bone left to right, and keep repeating this alternate 
process. ] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1018), 1649: 3. ] 

306. I heard of a man telling another man that, "If you can get me a black 
cat - he must not have a white spot on him - and get him alive and bring him to 
me, I will get a certain bone out of that cat that will enable you to do anything 

you wish to do." 
SMOTHERED TO DEATH So the man said, IIWell, how will I manage to get the cat?" 

"When you are walking at night" - you walk in a certain 
direction - "when you meet this cat you won't see anything but its eyes. But 
when you see his eyes, open your eyes and stare into his eyes, and don' t blink 
until you have caught hold of him. He will not move as long as you do not bat 
your eyes." 

When the man went out he met the eyes that the man told him he would meet. 
When he met them he did accordingly the way he was instructed. When he gazed 
into the eyes of this black cat he crept stealthily up to him without batting 
his eyes and grab him around the neck. Then he had him. He went on to the man 
with him which is supposed to be a eunjure. He took him to him. 

The man took him and wrapped him up carefully, smothering him to death with
out hitting him a lick. Then he was placed into a box and let remain there until 
his flesh rotted away. Then this man, which was the ounjure, was able to get all 
of the skelton of this cat without any strength being taken out by heat or by 
suffering - he was only smothered to death. It is said that a cat, especially 
a black cat, has nine lives. And it is stealthy. And in order to concentrate 
all of these qualities, that is why he was not hit, he was not cut. No violence 
was done to his body. He was only caught back of his neck, wrapped up carefully 
and smothered to death, so that all of his qualities were left in and went to the 
bones when the flesh decomposed. 

Then the man, it was said, got the bone that he wanted right between the two 
front shoulders and right down where the ribs of the cat joined from the back of 
his neck down his vertebrae. Those are the places that they say the vital bone 
are gotten that will enable you to keep with you to do anything you wish. Take 
this bone and wish whatever you want to and it will come to you. [New York City, 
(10) , Ed.; happened 1890 in Orangeburg Co., S. Car.] 

307. There's a man that could - you see, I guess he' s  sleight a' hand - did 
sleight-a'-hand work. An' he did a whole lots of things. So he said - mah 

brothers would get after him to tell them how he came to know how 
BURNT DE BABY to do these things. He could do anything - jis' go an' take money 

or anything. An' when the officers went behind him an' taken an' 
locked him up in the jaiZhouse, he' d come on out an' say, "Well, come on, Captun, 
let's go togethah," and walk on away - now, that' s the truth - an' walk on out, 
an' he would jis' turn into a grey horse an' jis' go on off. So mah brothers 
wanted to know whut did he do to get this way. 

So he told them he had to take a black cat an' go in de woods so many miles 
before day, an' put a pot out there a-boilin', an' put this cat in there an' boil 
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all the f lesh o ff the b ones an ' the bones all over jis ' like you dryin' ' em .  
Then he had t o  g o  where ' s  there ' s  a newborn baby, take this baby , an' pu t this 
baby right in there an ' burnt de baby all up jis ' like he did the cat. An ' he 
would take the cat, the cat thigh - the first bone from the hip on the back. 
He ' d  take this bone from the hip an ' take the baby ' s  breastb one - an ' throw 
ever ' thing else away excep t these bones - an ' take thos e two bones an ' put ' em 
into fresh water , an ' boil them until they boiled down like a lickrish [liquid -
a thick pot ZiquorJ. Put it in a bottle an ' rub yourself with it, grease your
self with it for nine mornings [ at a cros sroadJ , an' go right back to the cros s
road the ninth morning, an ' when you git there an' rub yours elf, an ' dance there , 
an' a b lack cat would cross it [the cross road ] ,  you take that cat an ' kill that 
cat, an' take this blood an ' put in this bath an ' take a b ath. You g rease your
self nine mornings into that blood an ' s tuff [cat-and b aby salve ] an ' you could 
do anything you wanted to . 

[See also 375. Neither colored person nor white takes serious ly rites 
like these two . Whe ther they start from a hoodoo manual or a taZZ taZe, I do 
not know.] [Wilmington , N. Car . ,  (171), 169:1; Manning, S. Car . ] 

308. Jes ' take a b lack cat in de house an ' jes ' have a hot pot of water on de 
stove an '  jes ' s tick him in dere. An ' dey say when he boil up , say yo '  jes' take 

it out an ' go to de water an ' throw de bones in - in runnin ' 
FINAL PREPARATION water . De one float up de stream, dey s ay yo ' gi t da t out an ' 

OF LUCKY BONE' dey say have it dressed an ' dey say - yo ' know, was luck. 
(How do they dress it?) 

Say, well , yo ' take it to a root man an ' have him to dress dis bone fo ' yo ' . 
[Waycross, Ga . , (1 114) , 1786:8 . ] 

309 . Get that bone right from back here. 
(Right from in back by the rectum?) 
Yes . Right there . It ' s  a kind of crooked bone - and that ' s  the bZack cat 

bone - anybody that can carry that in their pocket - it ' s  worth s omething to tum 
' cause any thing th ey do or get in , it sucks them out . When this is gone - when 
some p er s on is fixed, you know. They [doctors] done fixed this bone and give it 
to you - not jus t  picked it ordinary out of the cat . 

(Well, how do they fix it, I wonder?) 
Oh, well, you take this bone. You get a s aucer . You got to pray over it.  

You got to roll this  in that  steeZ dust, roll it in this p owder they call the 
come back powder. All the drug s tores down here got all this I ' m  telling -
s ells all that down on Rampart Street. 

(Would they sell to me?) 
Correct. Everything you want . 
(You mean that I couldn ' t  jus t  go out and ge t this  bZack cat bone? I woula 

have to get it from somebody that had them fixed up - prepared?) 
Yes . 
(I see . We ll , where would I get that?) 
Here. 
[So far as I knew , informant was not a prof essional worker , hence my note 

after the interview - "guessing at  how it is  prepared . "  Had informant been a 
doctor, the bone could have been dressed in this way or any way . J  [New Orleans, 
La., (798) , ll15 : 9 . J 

3 10.  Sho '  yo ' git at the drug s t o ' . 
(You get the bZack cat Zucky bone at the drug s tore?) 
Pantages Drug Sto ' , ye ssuh, right heah in Pantag es , yo ' kin buy the bZack cat 

Zucky bone. [Memphis, Tenn., (1544), 2804:9. ] 
311. Well , mah aunt had a little b lack cat. Ah don ' t  know if  yo ' s  heard of 
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'im - dere wus a man used tuh be heah in dis town, dey called Sweep, de Monkey. 
Dey claim he had one. Dey say he cookeded de cat - a black cat without ' ary 
[nary] a white spot on him, anything [white] - he couldn' t have one white hair 
in his mustache, no white furs on him at all. 

Me an' mah brothah, we tooken de [Aunt's] cat - take him down tuh de swamp an' 
he'd put on a can of watah - a large can an' we started de watah tuh boilin' -
down side a stream of runnin' watah. We put de cat in - tie his feets togethah 
an' put him in dere alive an' shet de lid down on him. An' whensomevah we put-de 
lid on de can an' shet de cat up in dere an' it start - yo' know, jes' when it 
start tuh cookin' him, yo' understand, like he wus meat [beginning to cook], dere 
come up a big ole thundercloud [lightning and thunder]. Ah wanted tuh go an' mah 
brother he wanted tuh stay. He keep coaxin' me until ah stayed with him until 
all de meat boiled offa de bone. An' he takes de can an' turn it into de stream 
of runnin' watah - a place dey call Jeffer's Creek, a creek dey got rig ht down 
dere to de Coastline [Railroad] pumphouse. An' he always hear dat de bone dat 
dey po'd in de runnin' watah - all de rest of de bones an' de meat would go down 
de stream, but de lucky bone would come back up de stream. An' dat's de one dat 
he got. Ah didn't git it, but he git de bone. An' he taked it to a lady dey 
called Doctor Campbell in dis town an' she dressed it fo' him. She wrapped it up 
in some red flannel an' he used de bone until he leave heah in 1921. 

He got into a murder scrape heah an' he leaved heah an' dey nevah did look fo' 
him nowhere tuh put him in j ail. Dey couldn' t keep him in dere, dey nevah would. 
Then Columbia would git him. [If they could have caught him, he would have been 
sent to Columbi-a.] He's be gone ever since 1921. Dat' s aIl fo' dat black cat 
bone. Ah suppose dat's whut dis man SWeepin' Monkey [did to get his bone] - he 
used his' n fo' gamblin' - an' dey nevah could shoot him an' hit him or nuthin'. 
Course mah brothah didn't git in dat roundup [raid] an' shootin' ' cause he run 
away - he slip through, nobody seen him. Fo' me usin' it pusson'lly mahself -
ah didn't, but ah have done de cookin' proposition. [Florence, S. Car., (1306), 
2210:3.] 

312. Ah heared dat yo' kill nine black cats an' yo' put 'em in a pot an' yo' 
boil 'em an' till dey drop off de bone. Den yo' take dese bones an' throw ' em in 
runnin' watah an' de lucky bone will come to de top. An' yo' take that an' tote 
it in yore right hip pocket - yo' carry it an' have it dressed - tote it in yore 
right hip pocket. An' then yo' kin do anything yo' want to. 

(How would you dress that bone?) 
Well, ah don' know. 
(You get nine cats?) 
Yessuh - nine cats. [Sumter, S. Car., (1343), 2327:2.] 
313. Yo' take a live black cat an' throw 'im in a hot oven - yo' know he'll 

soon be daid. Let him cook down. It's a certain bone, ah disremember now - ah 
have heard all about that. It's a certain bone dey pickin' out dere an' dey git 
red flannen an' dey wrop dat bone. When dey wrop dat bone, they wrop it to ' em  
this way - coming to them [demonstrates]. 

(Coming to them.) 
Now, they had that fo' luck way back in those days, if they had hard luck. 
(Did they use the black cat bone back in slavery times?) 
Yes sir. 
(Did you hear about it as a young boy?) 
Yes sir - dat's why ah knows. 
(I see, you were born in ' 58 [1858].) [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1003), 1619:6.] 
314. Well, ah heard dey ketch de black cat an' dey' ll kill him an' dey take 

it outa his rib, de bone. An' dey'll smoke dat black cat bone an' dey'll wear it 
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den. Dey ' ll smoke it  a n' wash it . Aftah dey washi n' it dey git s  some de vi1' s 
[ vi nai gre?] out de drug st o' . Dey s oak i t  in dat agin. De n dey ' ll take it a n' 
dey ' ll wear it an' dey'll make 1ak a ba g a n' put i t  i n  dere an' wear it.  

( What i s  that supposed to do?) 
Dey wo uld do anyth i ng da t  dey wanta do. Dey ' ll corne i n  heah an' y o' won't 

know it an' dey '11 go out chere an' yo' won't know it .  Dey ' 11 do anything dey 
feel 1ak doin ' . 

( They j us t  take this cat and they take one of his  rib s  out . ) 
Yeah , one his b one s out . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1558) , 2833 : 6 . ] 
315. In de gamb li ng line dat yo'  cud [ c ould ]  git chew a b lack cat b ut yo' 

have to ketch dat cat when he 'li ve, an'  put h i m  in a pot of water an ' b oil him 
an ' b oil dat cat ti ll all de meat b oi l  off his b ones, an' go t o  a runnin' s tream 
of water a n'  throw him i n  dat water. An '  all dat b one will gone down de s t ream 
b ut de lucky bone wi ll corne back up t o  y o'. De n yo' git dat b one an '  git chew a 
li t t le sack an' take a lit tle b ot t le of heart's cologne an' put dat bone i n  dat 
sack a n' yo'  keep dat bone jes' wet [feed it ] wi t dat cologne, yo' know , ' b out 
once or twice a week . [ This is a hand or mojo or toby.] A b oy t e ll me dat -
said he di d it  an ' when he went to a skin game . He broke up every s kin game 
he ' d  git i nt o. [ St .  Pet e rsburg, Fla . , ( 1019), 1649:7. ] 

316. Fo' luck, i f  it ' s a woman or man - a man, he kin take de bone from a 
black ca t .  It 's a b one made 1ak de b reast of a chi cken bone an ' it lie somewhere 
betwee n his - thi nk i t 's s omewhere through hi s si de , ah thi nk it  is. It 's a 
forked b one je st 1ak dat [ like a chi cken wishb one - no such bone in a cat ] .  

Dey gi t dat cat an'  kill dat cat an' boi l h im; jes t  let him b oi l  all t o  pieces 
an' take dat cat j es '  as he is an'  put it int o a pail of wa tah, a n' in dat watah, 
let i t  be high enough for it tuh corne t uh pie ces. Yo ' know, jes t  g it all de meat 
offa dem b ones.  Put 'em int o a t ub an' dat lucky bone of dat cat ,  it wi ll corne 
up to de t op an' de rest of dem b ones wi ll s tay i n  de b ot tom. 

Well,  he gits dat bo ne an'  he git s  him a bottle of Jockey Club perfUme. Take 
dat bone an' keep it  in his po cket an '  when he goi n' anywhe re he goin' to  g a mble, 
why he takes dat bone a n' he rubs it  thoroughly whi le it got dat pe rfume - dat 
pe rfume will be all in his han's. An' quite nat ural,  i t  goi n '  bring his l uck to 
him un til he let someb ody else know he go t it in his pocket . Well, i f  he go tell 
s omebody else ab out it,  it  ain' t goi n' do him no good. [Memphi s, Tenn., ( 1530) , 
2777:7. ] 

317. Take a black cat an' take a pot of hot b oi 1i n' watah an' t ake d is cat 
alive . Yo ' mustn't ki ll li m - yo ' take h im alive an ' put him i n  dat hot b oi1in '  
watah live an' let him b oil all t o  pieces . An' take dem b ones a n' hold dem ' fore 
de mirror an' de one dat shake i n  de mirror dat's , yo' know, dat 's de righ t bone . 
O r  y o' either take it  to runnin' water a n' de bone dat go down de st ream dat 's 
not de right b one , but de bone dat go up de st ream an '  de water running dat's de 
right b one . Take it an' put it i n  a black bag  - sew it up in a real black bag 
an'  je s' whe n  yo' wanta do a trick or anything , put on a rea l black shirt an' 
yo'  ki n go in a s t ore or anywhere a n' gi t anything yo' want - nob ody will nevah 
see y o ' , yo ' disappear . 

(Now whe n  you hold that bone in front of the mi rror - what ha ppe ns t o  tha t  
bone when you hold it in front o f  the mirror? ) 

It will shake in fr ont of de mirror.  
( Oh, the bone will shake . )  
De righ t bo ne will j es' shake i n  front of de mirror. 
(You do ei ther one - y ou either hold it b e fore the mirror or you go t o  runni ng 

water. ) 
Yo' d o  either one of those a n' yo ' git de r i ght bone . [ Way cro s s ,  Ga. ,  ( 1073 
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or 1093) , 1763:2.] 
318. Yo' kin take a black cat - ketch a black cat an' kill dis black cat an' 

git her right foot bone, de front foot. Git this bone an' put dis bone in a sack 
an' wear it roun' yore neck. Yo'll be lucky in jobs, lucky in anything yo' go 
fer. Jes' wear dat black cat foot bQne - de right foot bone, de front bone. 
[Wilson, N .  Car., (1492), 2662:4.] 

319. Ah don' know how dey git dat separate, but dey say dey take de left leg 
an' yo' boil it, an' den yo' always - yo' boil it an' tie a red string on it an' 
tote it in yore left pocket. Dey say that will give yo' a luoky hand. [Sumter, 
s. Car., (1384) , 2463:3.] 

320. Then yo' kin take him [black cat] an' cut his feet off alive - jes' cut 
[off] his left feet 'live an' turn him loose. Ani if dat feet heals up - yo' see 
dat's jes' de chance yo' take - if dat feet heals up an' if he live de length of 
a year or something lak dat, yo' kin go in any bank, any place, anywhere, g!! 
anything yo' wanta git, 'long as dat cat still stirring. But when dat cat dies, 
dat kills de foot. 

(The foot is no good then when the cat dies. You cut off the left foot, you 
say?) 

The left hind feet. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (977) , 1583:6.] 
321. Well, dere ain't but one thing ah know about this blaok oat bone - dis 

superstitious way yo' git all of these blaok oat bones. Yo' keep this blaok oat 
bone undah yore haid an' yo' keep it there nine nights. Yo' sleep with it undah 
yore haid nine nights. An' after that then yo' take this blaok oat bone an' yo' 
wear it on yo'. In case yo' go to make a deal or somepin lak dat, why yo' put 
in yore han' an' yo' squeeze it an' yo' make yore wishes. Den yore wishes come 
true. [Fayetteville, N.  Car., (1396) , 2510:6.] 

322. You kill a black cat, you get the rectum bones, dry them, put them in 
a towel, mash them up into a powder, put them in soup, anything with vegetables 
a woman wants to eat. Then in the spring of the year when the sap begins to rise 
and the she cat meows for the tom cat, the woman will do the same thing - they 
[a cat] goes in heat twice a year - and want you. [Fredericksburg, Va., (64), 

Ed.] 
323. This is a peculiar thing, I must say humorous thing, what chew may call 

witohoraft. Of course I don't have - I don't know anything about it, but I've 
heard about it. And so they said that if you take a cat, 

BLACK CAT BONE CURES a black cat, and boil him down to get a blaok oat bone and 
just apply that bone to a certain part to your body or the 

affected part of your body, why that'll cure you. I've heard that. 
(What do you mean by apply?) 
Well, apply meant - I guess it means to massage the place where you're hurt, 

affected, your arm swollen I guess or your leg is swollen, why you just take this 
blaok oat bone and that'll have the power to drive those witches out, to drive 
that condition out of your body. That's what I was told years ago by some of the 
old relatives. [Wilmington, N. Car., (253) , 250:1.] 

324. Ah heard dat yo' could take a black cat at fa' a'clock on a Sunday 
mawnin' an' carry him at de fo'k of a road - carry a pot 'long wit chew or have 
yore pot dere. An' dey tells me now - ah don' know - dat yo' take dat cat an' 
put him in dat pot alive an' kiver him up airtight - boil him. 

An' after he's done, take dat pot an' go set down by a stream of runnin' watah 
an' yo' commence pullin' out bones from dat cat an' yo' pull dem till yo' git to 
de ninth bone. Yo' take dat ninth bone an' take keer of it. 

(That ninth bone?) 
Yes. Now, yo' got take ca' of it. Yo' take dat bone an' yo' carry it an' git 
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good whiskey an' put it  in a b o t t le an' drop dat b o ne down in dere , an'  dat b one 
or dat whiskey o ffa dat b o ne ,  if a pers on is s ick o r  poisoned, a teaspoonful o f 
dat whiskey - sometime s ,  if he gwine gi t cured dey comes near tuh ki llin'  him -
give a t easpoonful of  dat if  he ' s  poisoned. [ Sumter , S. Car . , (1360) , 2397:10. ]  

325. A lady that lived i n  mah part  de country , she was a wicke d o le wo man -
she was as wicked as all out of door . An' dat [woman go t ]  the cat in the fami ly , 

they got a b lack cat in the house , an ' there anyone in that 
BLACK CAT BONE HURTS family she don ' t like him - and you kin [ take ]  that b lack 

cat - g it  the cat - s it you a hot boi lin ' pot  of wat er on 
de f ire - have it b o i ling - git that cat - throw him in that pot an'  put de lid 
on him .  Bo il  h im until h e  b oils all to pieces , unt i l  you kin git  his  flank-bone .  
An ' the road that p erson travel - s ay fer in ' ance [ ins tance ] there ' s one in the 
hous e name Mary , one name Jane , an ' one name Tom - this goin ' make me a parab le 
[e xamp le ]  - an ' dat [ is ]  de road they travel - you t ake thos e  b one an ' bury ' em 
in that path an '  the one that in de hous e tha ' choo wanted to hurt - jes ' s ays 
whi le you buryin ' the bone that , "This is Tom" or "This is  Mary" [or ] "This is  
Jane" - an ' s oon as they walk over dere , why dey s ay it ' s  too bad.  [ Wilmington ,  
N .  Car . , (292), 299:1. ] 

326 . Now dere ' s a whole lot ' bout dis dat a person kin do , ' cause ah s o ld 
liquor once an' mah hous e nevah was s earche d two year s in dis town . But chew 

g it - ah go t  holt of  a ki nd of a p owder dey calls de black 
BLACK CAT POWDER cat powder, unders tand. Den dey take dat p owder ev ' ry mornin '  

fo ' seven mornin ' s ,  go t o  de win dow where yo '  got de sunris e 
an ' say de Lor d' s Prayer ,  an ' sprinkle dat dus t  - dat powder round yore house . 
Yore enemy can ' t nevah come over it . Ah sold it two years heah an ' mah house  
nevah was s earched.  See ,  us in '  dat powder , yo ' understand.  

[ This could b e  the Black Cat b rand of talcum p owder , thought by informant 
t o  come from a b lack cat - see Doctor Frank Hall ' s  orig in of  dragon' s b lood . ]  
[ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1119a) ,  1798:5. ] 

327 . [Doctor Hall, who I sought and found in the country near Berkley , 
Nor folk County , Virginia - see Int roduct ion - " des crib ed the usual method for 
ob taining a black cat bone but said you hold a lodes tone near the b o nes an d it 
will draw out the lucky bone" (a note  made at the t ime of the interview) . ]  

328. Well, ah ' ve hear d  o f  de b lack cat . Yo ' t ake dat black cat - ah ' ve h eard 
o f  dis . Yo ' take him wh ils t  he ' s  ' live , take him an ' boil h im .  Ket ch him an ' 

put him in hot watah an ' boil  him .  An ' yo ' take dat watah an ' 
BLACK CAT WATER let it cook do wn an ' yo ' take an' mix it  wit s ugah an'  o il o f  

bergamot a n '  oil  o f  cinnamon .  Af tah yo '  g i t  dat lucky bone -

ah ' ll t ell yo ' dis firs t .  Yo ' take that an ' have yo '  a pan of  watah , aftah yo '  
b o i l  h im all tuh p ieces . Den yo ' t ake an ' put it  all in dat watah an' dat lucky 
bone wi ll s t ay on top an ' de others  will go to de b o t t om . Yo ' take dat b one out 
an ' den yo ' kin go by poli ces or anybody e ls e .  Yo ' take that black cat bone an ' 
put i t  ovah yore do ' ,  up ovah yore do ' ,  or either undah yore s t ep . De p o li ces  
ain ' t  com in , no further den dat .  Dat ' s de way yo ' got'a git  dat b one . 

(Af t er you boiled that b lack cat ,  what do you do ?) 
Take an'  mop yo' flo' with it [ demons t rates while I comment ] .  
(Af ter you put that black cat bone over your door , then you us e  this black cat 

water and this o il o f  bergamo t , that ' s to mop with . )  
Wi th the s ugah an ' the concentrat ed lye . Put a teaspoonful dat concentrat ed 

lye in dat wat ah an ' yo ' mop yor e po ' ch ear ly in de mawnin ' b efo ' sunup . Dat 
keeps de poli ce away an ' draws de luck to yore hous e . [This is one of  many ways 
to bring i n  cust omers - see Scrub bing and Mo pping in Index . ] [Memphis , Tenn. , 
(1548) ,  2812:1. ] 
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329. I knows of several gamblers aroun' here who carries one of those bones. 
They say [that] whut it is an' that's why they so lucky. They said take a hot 
pot of boilin' water an' sit it up there on the range, an' put it to boilin'. 
Grab a black cat right off de floah, you might say, an' dash him right in there 
an' have somepin to hold 'im in there. An' he gits in there an' let him boil 
all to pieces while he' s alive. Then take the cat an' carry him down to a 
runnin' stream of water, after this water is boil down to a quart. An' you got 
to drink this quart of water. An' take the cat an' carry him down to a runnin' 
stream of water an' pick those bone. That stream be runnin' from you to the 
left. An' try to git as near sunrise as you know an' as you pick those bones 
you repeat the "Name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen." An' after 
you fin' tha' choo got this right bone - an' fer you to know tha' choo got it, 
it's the third bone tha' choo pick an' throw in that stream - will go from you 
an' you got the right one. An' when you git the right one it'll turn aroun' an' 
come back to you. Then you will - you repeats another verse tha' says, "Three 
dead men looked out of a windah - one was deaf an' the other was blin' and the 
third one could not see. In the Name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. " Then your luck' s on you right then. [Thl'ee dead men is used in a variety 
of rites.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (316), 334:3.] 

SELL SELF TO THE DEVIL 

330. This lady had lived on the suburbs of the town over there at Berlin, 
Maryland, between Ocean City and Berlin, and she had jus' lost her husband. She 
has a little four-room house, very poorly constructed, it didn't cost much, and 

she has one boy. The boy's around fourteen years old. 
STRANGER IN THE HOUSE And directly after she lost her husband, there was � 

colored man came there and insisted that she take him in 
as a lodger. Well, she told him no, that she had never did it, jis' lost her 
husband - she rather not to do it. But he insisted staying there and she jis' 
couldn't get away - see, he jis' forced hisself to stay in her house. 

And after he had been there a couple of days, she come in home one afternoon 
from her work, and there she discovered this man had company. And on the second 
afternoon that this fellah had been at her house she come in from her work, and 
her son and her both heard this laugh in , and talkin' upstairs. Knowin' there 
wasn't anyone but de one man there they began to investigate. And de boy goin' 
up de steps come back to his mother and says, "This man is up there and he has 
another heavy-set right black man settin' there with him," and he says, "they 
are a jis' havin' a big time." 

(How did the boy see him?) 
Through the crack of the door. And well, she begin - she was alarmed anyhow 

by him being there, and dat re'lly alarmed her more. And the next afternoon when 
she came in, her boy with her, they heard him a-laughin' and a-playin' upstairs. 
And when de boy went to see who was up there again and he had a great big black
snake on de bed playin' with it. Well, she asked him to leave again. But he 
laughed at her. So directly afterwards before she went back to her work, he came 
on out and went out, and she fastened ev'ry winder, locked ev' ry door in order 
that he couldn't git back in there. Well, when she came on back that night from 
her work he was right back in the house upstairs in his room. So then she began 
to think there was somepin funny about it. And he wanted to stay to his room. 
He didn' t want to be seen around in de public. In fact he told her dat he didn't 
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want to be seen in de public too much. 
And on the fifth day then he decided to leave and he went to her and he ast 

her what did he owe her. "Well," she say, "I don't make you any charge; anything 
you wanta give me is all right." She was only too glad to git clear of him, she 
told me. "Well," he say, "but I wan' choo to tell me." She says, "No, I won't." 
Well, he says then - he up and says to her, he says, "NOW, you have recently lost 
your husband." She says, "Yes, that's right." And he say, "You owe the under
taker two-hundred dollars for this burial and everything. Is that right?" She 
says, "Yes." "And you promised to pay him so much ever' month?" She said, "I 
did.1I "Well," he says, "I'm gon'a give you enough money to pay that bill off. 
But I want choo to do this. I want choo to pay them. You take this money and 
put away home here and keep it. And you go up and you jis' pay the twenty-five 
dollars a month like you have been doing, and don't pay any more than that, don't 
make any display with this money, becuz they know that choo can't make it. You 
haven't made it so quickly, and they'll want to question you where you got it 
from. And you act as I have instructed you." And she says he out and counted 
her out two-hundred dollars and gave her. And he packed up and disappeared, and 
told her that, "choo'll never see me again." 

And she believed that he was a man that had sold hisself to the devil. And 
when a person do that, if there's anything dat they want to accomplish, they can 
do it. [Princess Anne, Md., ( 125), 37: 1. ] 

331. Ah had a man tuh tell me jest exactly how yo' do dat. In mah time of 
gamblin' why ah studied all dat fo' luck, you know. If yo' wants tuh sell yore

self to de devil, yo' has to swear by man an' by lan' da' chew 
SERVE THE DEVIL don't want nuthin' but jes' whut chew has in dis world, an' 

nuthin' aftah death an' nuthin' tuh do with God. In all yore 
works, "Ah'm goin' work for de devil an \

_�!! .... _don't nevah wants tuh pray." Den, 
yo' have to take a oath on dat. Yo' understand? An' when yo' take dat oath dat 
chew don't want nuthin' but of de world, an' yo' go serve de devil all yore life, 
an' then won't pray none, 'cause yo' ain't gon'a serve God none, why den de devil 
takes yo' a sinner. Den yo' kin do any kinda devilment dat chew want - yo' kin 
come outa jail at twelve a'clock at night; yo' kin shake de jail an' de do' will 
come open. [Waycross, Ga., (1200-9), 1802:3.] 

332. Heard a ole man speak about dat - say ev'ry Sunday mornin' you go to de 
fork of de road an' you curse God an' you dance an' den you prays. You jes' 
prays to de devil and you curse God. An' you go out dere ev'ry .. Sunday mornin' 
an' dance an' jes' pray to de devil an' curse de Lord, an' de devil will put 
ev'rything into your way that you can get an' make it easier for you. You jes' 
tell the Lord that you take your soul out of His hands an' you put it into de 
devil's hands, an' you know, de Lord will quit answering your prayers then an' 
you see He'll jes' turn your soul right over to de devil. [Charleston, S. Car., 
(500), 544: 4. ] 

333. You go to the fork of the road on Sunday morning before day, go there 
for nine times in succession before the sun rise and make a special wish, a 
special desire, and whatever you want to do, if it's to be a aunjure or to be 
a bad person, then the devil comes there. First comes a red rooster and then 
after that the devil sends something else in the shape of a bear. And after that 
he comes himself and takes hold upon your hands and tells you to go on in the 
world and do anything that chew want to do. [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (182), 
400 : 12. ] 

334. Well, dat's a small matter. You go to de fork of de road and jest like 
you is a rich man and I want a job from you or something like dat - wanta git 
you mah way so I could manage you, see, I'd go to de fork of de road about four 
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o ' clock in de morning . I ' d git on mah knee and turn my face to de s unrise , you 
see, and I would say mah pray ers and I wo uld axe de Lawd to do what I want to be 
done, s ee; and I would turn around to de sundown , you unders tand, and den I'll 
axe satan .  See , I'll b eg de devi l - b eg 'em both,  s e e; but I'll serve de Lord 
firs t  an d then I'll t urn around to  de sundown and beg de devi l. We ll,  I ' ll a xe 
' em fer just what  I want . Well, aft er I don e  dat I'll turn mah fac e  acposs de 

wopZd - s ee, p erhap s  I migh t  turn my face to th e eas t - mi ght be to th e wes t ,  
s e e  - might b e  t o  th e north and t o  the south ,  s e e  - but I'll t urn my fac e  and 
I'll axe de Lord twice and I'll axe de devi l twi ce, see . Well, after you done 
axe de devil, you done sign up with ' im s ee, fer a cer tain length of time - and 
you s i gn it wit de devi l fer a c er tain length of time well, you'll have goo d 
luck for dat leng th of time , see - an d everything wi ll work your way for that 
same length of t ime you beg for . 

(Well, what happens when that t ime i s  up ?) 
Naw, you je s t  fall in bad luck - dat 's all I kin tell you. Everything will be 

jus t  lai d  on you, that ' s  all - can't g i t  no thing going or coming . [Charles ton. 
S .  Car . ,  (511) , 575:6.] 

335 . Well, I've never tr i ed that fer thi s  reason. I have the unders tandin' 
that whenever you go t o  a cross road t o  learn any thing fer any purpose , you have 
th en put Go d beh ind you an' the devi l in front o f  you. You will have ma de abs o 
lut ely , y o u  know, a conversi on wi th him - you've s o ld your s oul outright to him 
for s even years . An' then I have the unders tandin ' tha t  you could go there at 
one o ' c lock in the night , right in th e cros sroads an' you turn your fac e  to the 
wes t ,  y our back to the eas t,  your righ t to th e north an' your left to  the s o uth , 
an ' you shall call th is man who p ret end to do anything that you des ires . This 
devil will come o r  send som eon e direc tly t o  you . The reas on I tell you that,  I 
know that 's positi ve .  The reas on I tell you that is because I tried i t  one t ime 
wh en I want ed to learn to p lay mus ic on de guitar, an ' pr et ty s oon I found o ut 
that i t  was true - why, I throwe d de guitar r ight do wn an' I walked o ff an '  left 
' im. So that break the tie [ th e  compact be tween him and devil] . [Char les ton, S. 
Car., (514 = Doctop Glover), 596:1. ] 

336. I've hear d that if  they would go t o  a forked road and s tand s traddle of  
that forked road, there is  something h e  would say , and after he would say that he 
done s old himself to  th e devil. For seven years he could do anyth ing he want ed 
to  do . When them s even years run out you would have to do that over aga in .  You 
do that around twelve o ' cloc k  at night . You go thre e night s .  [Hampton, Va . ,  
(31), Ed.] 

337 . I' ve heard about dat but I don' know if i t  be  true.  But one th ing about 
it - you have to  vis i t  the four forks o f  the r oad for nine mornings . On de ninth 
morning that you vis i t  dere, you'll find de devil .  He ' ll meet you at de four 
forks o f  de road and yo' and him'll git  t ogether ,  and then you ' ll have a good 
wras 'lin ' [wres t ling match ] and he'll ast you what you want.  And you ' ll t ell 
h im that you want the wopZd's gifts for twen ty years or thir ty years - just  how 
long you want ' em. Now, when de t ime runs out, dat 's when de devi l ' s coming for 
you. We ll, wh en he comes for you, you might s t oop down and cut off a pie c e  of 
your shoe sole and hand t o  him, and he ' ll t ell you tha t  you got de world again 
an d you kin go , and you s ure enough got him if you kin s tand to  face him . And 
you do anything that  you want t o  do, wras ' lin', fi gh tin ' - any thing o f  the kind. 

(I s ee - but you have to fight him out there at the cros sroad?) 
Yes s i r ,  figh t h im dere - then he turn you loo s e  an d tell you i t  is all right,  

go for yours elf.  
[A few m inut es later my info rmant added a mus i cal not e . ] 
Go out t o  de four forks o f  de road fo r nin e morn ings and he'll play s ometh ing ; 
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play the guitar, play a  banjo. He'll visit de devil out dere for nine mornings 
and he'll give you de wopld's gifts. Just ask [for] anything - a gold-finding 
hand - or you kin play all de music you want, nobody kin beat you playing. 
[Norfolk, Va. , (466) , 461:5 main text & 462:8 note - by Doatop Paul Bowles. ] 

338. I know a man, he was a woodcutter, that sold hisself to de devil to do 
whatever he wanted - right around here. Every Sunday morning for nine mornings, 
early in the morning, he met him at nine forks of the road - it' s [the road with 
nine forks] right around here - and shake hands with him. The devil appears each 
morning. And the last morning he gives him a hand for whatever he wants to do 
wit it. This here man I'm telling you about fooled him. When he come after him, 
he gave him a shoe sole. Instead of giving him his soul he gave him his shoe 
sole. [Mt. Vernon (near Princess Anne) , Md. , (134) , by hand; no electricity. ] 

339. They says, after - twelve, at exactly twelve 'clock on Friday night, 
you go to a crossroads, any crossroads, and there you are to kneel and say you 
make vow to stay wit de devil and do whatever he wants yo' to do - hell, raise 
destruction - what not - from now until long as yo' live - and that' s the vow to 
de devil. Has to do dat to de crossroads. 

And to overcome this and to change, why you have to go right back to the same 
crossroads and make a vow to reform. 

(That's all you have to do is to make the vow there - nothing else - face any 
particular direction?) 

They say you turn your face to the east. [Jacksonville, Fla. , (556) , 693:4. ] 
340. Jes' lak if yo' wanta learn some tpiaks yo' know, yo' kin take a black 

chicken an' go dere fo' nine mawnin's, to de fo'k of de road. Have yo' a fupther 
poad - both of ' em  public roads each way, not no blind roads 

DEVIL AND ANIMALS yo' know. Both of ' em have tuh be public roads, forkin' . Yo' 
take dis chicken an' go dere fo' nine mawnin's an' on de ninth 

mawnin' de devil will meet chew dere. An' he will learn - well, anything yo' 
wanta learn. 

(Do you do anything with that chicken?) 
De chicken, he have tuh be 'live. Yo' ketch him alive an' carry him to de 

fo'k of de road an' yo' go fo' nine mawnin's, an' on de ninth mawnin' he'll meet 
chew dere. [Fayetteville, N. Car. , (1415) , 25�8:3.] 

341. If yo' wanta learn to pick a guitar, go to a road nine Sunday mawnin's -
de fo' ks of de road, nine Sunday mawnin' s. But ' fore yo' evah go tuh de fo' ks of 
de road to learn yo' self, dey way fo' yo' tuh do - git a rooster, an' if he ain't 
blind, have some de young ones to knock his eye out. It won't .hurt him yo' know. 
Don' do it chewse'f but have somebody else tuh do it - lak yo' ketch a rooster, 
put one his eyes out. Ah reckon yo' heerded dat ole song - dey say long time ago 
it wus named atter [after] [what a] poot wopkep done, chew know. Dey says, "De 
Ole Blind Rooster, When He Comes." Well, dat' s de way dat is. See, yo' take dat 
rooster one eye. Den yo' kill him an' yo' take his drumstick when all de meat is 
done ' way - done eat de meat off yo'self� Take dat drumstick an' yo' go ahead 
an' yo' put it in yore pocket. 

(What do you put in your pocket, the eye or the drumstick?) 
No, not de eye, jes' de thigh an' let somebody else eat de meat off it. 
[He calls the thigh bone a drumstick, a term usually reserved for the leg 

bone. Thigh in old-fas hioned country-fried chicken was never called second 
joint, a carving term; the chicken being completely disjointed and cut up when 
fried raw. ] 

(What do you do with that eye that you took off the rooster, what do you do 
with that eye?) 

Well, yo' see -
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(You j us t  blind t he roos t er? ) 
Y eah. j es' blind de roos t er in dat one eye. Den yo' t ake dat ot hah eye an' 

put undah de back do' s t ep yo' know . A n' s o  whenevah de mawnin' when yo' goin' 
tu h learn tuh pi ck de gui t ar. an' au� tPiaks . yo' know . yo' got dat roost er 
drumstick i n  yore pocket . 

(You kill the rooster and eat hi m? ) 
Uh-huh, kill de rooster an' eat him, b ut don' eat none of i t  yo'self .  s ee �  

Y o' gi t de dru msti ck an' de eye - t ake de eye time yo' ki ll him an' bury i t  undah 
de do' st ep an '  let nobody know whut chew done wit i t .  

D en yo' t ake d e  drums tick an' yo' go down t o  fo ' ks o f  de road Sun day mawnin' 
'fore day, j es' right round ' b out three a'clock an' when yo' gi t  down dere, yo' 
want a learn tuh play de guit ar. So de f irst Su nday mawnin'  yo ' go dere. well . 
yo ' don' t s t ay but  'bout ei ght or ten minutes - give yo' eight or t en minutes.  
Well now, whe nevah yo' ' ci de tu h leave dere . if  yo' go dere f o' dat business , 
yo' know. well . yo' dr op dat bone down right in de mi ddl e of de f o'ks of de road, 
near as yo' know, say, "Well, dey ain't nobody h eah di s mawni n ' , thigh , but me, 
an' s o' s to'. "  Now yo' ain' t goin'  s ay nut hi n ' . Well, yo i s t art t o  pi cki n' yo' 
gu it ar an whenevah yo' s t ar t in' tuh pi ckin' yore guit ar,  the corner of th at bo ne 
rou nd dere would be heah ,  an'  i t  wi ll keep changi n' b ut yo'll nevah see it ch ange 
dat mawni n'.  Yo' ll look at it - one end of i t 's small an'  de ot hah end large , 
yo' know. C o ' s e  it be larger up heah , yo' know, d en it would be down dere, but 
t hat end wi ll be round, that end, an' ever' time yo' pick a t une, it  wi ll be 
chang in , - yo' k now yo' comi n' on den wi t de guitar, yo ' kno w  whut chew done. 
An' when it  q uit ch ang i n  , yo ' know it time tuh go. "Well, " yo' s ay, " nex' Sunday 
mawnin' ." I f  yo '  want it be at t welve a'clock, yo' say, "Twe lve a'clock" an'  i t  
change agi n. Not wat ch it  yo' know, an' whatevah yo' see it  comin ' at de change, 
yo' j es '  h old it  at dat h our an ' yo' come de next tim e  dat hour an'  - s o  - on 
whe nevah Sunday mawni n '  come agi n, yo ' go back dere. 

Well, whut yo' do dat time, yo' go back dere an'  yo' set right down , right up 
on de - sit down dere an' p i ck .  Say, "Der e' s nobody tub worry yo ' ah ai n' t g ot 
but one eye. "  An' yo' ll s ee a s heep - a sheep wi ll come up cross de road an' 
git right in de road an' f ace yo' an' look mournful an' pi tif ul ,  an ' yo'll look 
at dat sheep an' keep on picki n '  an' dat sheep att er whi le wi ll vani sh away. 
Atter while yo' s ee somep in black comi n'. Well, dey'll pass on by, won' t st op 
dat time .  Well, it ' s time t uh go den. 

Y o' goes de nex' time. W ell, de nex ' time yo' go dere, yo '  gui t ar wi ll git 
pi ckin'  b et t ah an' bet tah.  Well, whu t'll drive yo' 'way dat t i m e ,  yo'll heah a 
cow come ' long. Well, yo' ll nevah see dat cow dat t i m e, an' f ore yo '  leave - yo' 
st ay dere ' b out a hour da t time bef o' yo' leave, an ' i f  anybody on de road ki n 
see yo' or anyt hing, den dat cow de las ' time she ' ll low, sh e say, " Aah-aah- do" -
sou nd lak s he say. An '  it 's time t uh go den. An' s o  yo' go dat time. 

An' de next time yo' go � ere, dere a IiI ' ole funny boy wi ll come out an ' yo ' 
speak t o  him an' he' ll play all dumb, an' yo' not know a thi ng ab out hi m .  Well, 
it  natu ral s om et im e  yo'll run up on people yo' nevah knew. An' yo' gi t pi cki ng 
de guitar t i ll yo' git t uh messi n' wi t him, an' qui te nat ural yo' t hi nk h e ' ll not 
keep it,  keep it  down. Well, at leas t it wus wit me.  An' ah got t uh playi n' an' 
f ust  thi ng ah knows he had t wo IiI ' ole sti cks yo' know, an ' keep playin' i t  on, 
dat bark got t o  ringin', yo' know ,  good, an ' ah kept playin', kept playi n' an' 
ah wus playi ng one tune an' whe n  de guitar got playi n' anothah , ah change b ack. 
An '  den ah didn ' t have tuh go no mo' . Ah di dn' t have t uh go no rna ' ' tall ' caus e 
ah got playin ' so' s ah could play anythi ng ah want . Ah h ave been where ah could 
lay de guitar up side down an ' s tan' bes i de it - it  would ring rig ht on. Dat ' s  
true.  But ah laid off of it.  Way ah wus doin' , ah' d be a speck mol den ah is . 
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Ah went dere ' b out - ah mis s e d  two Sundays an ' ah g o t  o f f on de guitar a IiI ' 
b i t , an ' ah went b ack den on a Sunday mawnin ' an ' ah me t s omep in dere . Wel l , 
people say yo '  meet de devil , but tell de truth ' b out de thing , ah don ' t  know if 
it  wus de d ev il or no t .  I t  wus a b lack s ome thing o thah j es '  ' b out dat h igh -
sorta ' mind me o f  a dog . He had han ' s lak a dog wh en ah fus ' seen him b ut fus t  
an ' las t h i s  han '  wus j es ' lak mine only i t  wus j es '  as ho t a s  could b e . Wel l , 
ah wus drinkin ' put ty ha ' d  dat mawnin ' tuh h o I ' mah nerve , but ah warn ' t  drunk , 
an ' he t o ok dat guitar an ' got tuh p i ckin ' an ' h e  ch anged it b ack tuh me . Wel l , 
at ter whi le ah g o t  tuh de place ah could pick anything . An '  de b o t t om o f  mah 
shoe , ah had had a s o l e  an ' h i t  wus ' b out tuh come o f f , yo ' know , an ' he s ays , 
"Gimme yore soul" - whut he s ays . Ah wus g i t tin ' ready tuh leave yo ' know . Ah 
s ay , "We l l , nobody knows . " An ' ah says ,  "Good-day "  - j es ' lak dat an ' turn roun ' 
an ' h e  s ay , "Gimme yore s ou l  b e f o ' yo ' goes . "  Ah went an ' pulled de ha l f - s o le 
o f f  mah sho e  an ' g i ' h im  de s o l e , yo ' see , an ' he d isappeahed . Wel l , ah went on 
back tuh de house an ' ah go t tuh p lay - ah go t tuh p i ck de guitar ext ra good . 

(Were you supp osed to do any th ing else th e res t o f  the times you were suppo sed 
t o  go out there ? )  

De nine days ? 
(If you keep on g o ing out there wha t happ ens ? )  
Yo ' keep on g o in '  dere? We ll , yo ' see i f  yo ' keep on g o in ' dere , yo ' kin g o  

d e r e  eight mo '  days o n  Sunday mawnin ' an ' yo ' g i t  t o  d e  p lace , de devil wi ll g ive 
yo ' a roo t .  Dere ' s  somep in come out lak a dog an ' he ' ll come by an ' he ' ll drop 
s omep in down - it ' s  ' b ou t  s ix inches long , j es '  ' b out lak dat . He b e  runnin ' 
j es '  lak a dog or s omep in an ' drop somepin yo ' know , an ' qui t e  nat chral y o ' ll 
p i ck i t  up yo ' know . An' yo ' pick i t  up an ' yo ' keep da t .  If yo ' o f f ah tuh show 
it tuh s omeb ody , dey cain ' t s ee i t  - [ d ey ]  say , "Yo ' ain ' t g o t  nuthin ' in y ore 
han ' . "  Yo ' c a in ' t see i t . Well , i f  yo ' try tuh show i t  t o  dem , dey don ' t  hardly 
be lieve yo ' .  S o  yo ' keep dat in yore pocket t i l l  yo ' git to d e  h ouse an ' g i t  a 
chance tuh go down ' s id e  de spring an ' bury i t . Well , de day yo ' bury dat , if 
yo ' b ury it d eep enough ,  yo ' l l nevah find it yo ' s e l f , but yo ' l l have luck de 
l onges t day yo ' l ive . 

But chew g o  tuh d a t  cros sroad s nine Sunday mawnin ' s .  We l l , dat ninth mawnin ' 
yo ' know ,  yo ' done made dat a f tah yo ' done learn tuh p i ck de guitar . We ll , yo ' 
don ' t have but s even mo ' .  An '  yo ' go d ere seven mo ' Sunday mawnin ' s .  Well , yo ' 
beat righ t on de guitar . Yo ' kin cut all kinda tricks den an ' de dev i l  will show 
yo ' how tuh manag e tricks . Yo ' kin s ee th e p olice dere an ' every thing in clos e 
p laces , an ' how tuh g i t  out chew know . an ' ever ' th ing . [ Faye t t evi lle , N .  Car . , 
( 1 438 ) , 2 5 8l : l . J 

3 4 2 . I did hear once [ of a man J sel lin ' h is self to the devil wi th a b lack 
ch icken , you under s t an ' . He wus , s eemed t o  b e  kinda unlucky - you s e e , couldn ' t  
have any luck country-fashi on an ' s o  he went to a wi t ch . 

She tole ' im ,  she says , "You ' re crossed wi th b ad luck , you can ' t h ave no good 
luck . "  

Wel l ,  he as t her how she could do . 
She s aid , "Well , I ' ll tell you wha ' choo do . Now ,  you g o  to work , "  she s ay s , 

"now , you g i t  a b lack roos ter . "  She s ays , "You t ake th is b lack roos t er , take ' im 
t o  a runnin ' s tream , an ' you cut h is throa t , you s e e , an '  h o I ' ' im up over de 
wat er l ike tha t , an ' a s  that b lood dr ip s , say . ' N ick , Nick , b la ck cock , over the 
water , p l ea se to teach me to b e  one quarter as w�as�u . ' An '  repeat tha t  
over nine t imes while t h e  b l ood runs . An' y ou can take t h e  carca s s  an ' throw i t  
away i f  you wanta . "  

An '  they say from righ t th en you ' re sold to the devil - you ' re supposed to 
b elong t o  him body an ' s oul . 
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Ye s  s ir , that was a ole sayin ' at horne in Tennes see . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( 9 3) , 
1 6 : 3 ;  informant from Sewanee , Tenn . , 38  mi . NW of Chattanooga .  Sewanee i s  the 
horne of  the Univers i ty of  the South �Ep is copa1ian) and th e Sewanee Review , oldest 
l it erary quarterly in U . S . A . , ( 189 2 ) . ]  

343 . Say , if  yo ' kin take a frog out a God an ' put ' im  in man - an '  build yo ' 
a brush heap an ' s tand in de smoke o f  it , s ay de devi l will app ear b efo ' yo ' ·  lak 
a nachur ' l  man , an '  he ' ll talk wi t chew , an ' den he ' ll tell yo ' whut chew kin do . 

(You t ake a frog out of what did you say ? ) 
Take him ou t God hide an ' put him in man hide - now , ah don ' t  know whut dey 

meant by dat . 
(You take this  frog out o f  God hide and put him in man hide . )  
[ Burning a frog t akes the animal out of  the hide God gave him and by means o f  

the smoke p u t s  him within man ' s  hid e . The smoke , as in ancient burnt o f f erings , 
is the sp irit of the s acrificial g i f t . Once ins ide man , the spiritual smoke 
could b ecome a frog . Us ually , live things put in a person is done by us ing the 
b lood or powdered b ody o f  the animal in a person ' s  f ood or drink . ] 

Yes , an ' then b ui ld a brush heap an ' set  it afire an '  g i t  in de  smoke of it . 
(You put th is frog in there alive . )  
De devil wil l  appear befo ' yo ' 1ak a nachur ' l  man an '  talk wit yo ' - tell yo ' 

whu t  all yo ' could do . [Waycross ,  G a . , ( 10 6 6 ) , 1 7 25 : 12 . ] 
344 . I heard you have to  go to a runnin ' s tream whare the water runs clear 

an '  go  thare nine mornin ' s ,  an ' read a certain chap t er s omewhare ,  the Bib le ,  on 
ever ' mornin ' . An ' when you go  the ninth mornin ' you meet  the 

BIBLE AND PRAYER devil thare on the ninth mornin ' an ' he ' ll give you a tes t . 
An ' i f  you kin s tand the tes t after you git  thar e that he puts 

on you , s ays you kin do anyth ing you want to an ' he ' ll defend yo ' .  You kin go  
out an ' kill a person almos t an ' he ' l l clare you . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( ? ) , 11 : 2 . ] 

34 5 . Dey tell me dat chew take a Bib le an ' go  to  de  crossroads on a Sunday 
night at twe lve a ' clock an ' yo ' read , but  chew have tuh read it b ackwards - an ' 
when yo ' read one verse , dey s ay yo ' hear de voice of  de  next verse somewhere in 
de woods ; an ' when yo ' finish it up , dat chew have s o ld yo�ese lf to de devi l .  
Dat ' s  all ah know ' b out da t .  [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1240) , 2111 : 9 . ] 

346 . You meet there every morning regular for nine mornings at the same hour 
or late at nigh t  [ to ]  get [ learn ] your mus ic . And I was told you get on yore 
knees and prays backwards , but pray not to God but to the devi l - see , you pray 
b ackwards . And the devil will as s i s t  you along dat line , if you kin s tand there .  
I f  you kin s tand the tes t , den you would get g raduated . But I did never g o  out -
don ' t  know whether you get graduated or not . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 6 7 ) , 4 65 : 4 . ]  

347 . I had a party to t ell me tha '  chew could go  to a four cros sroad - what 
is called a four-way road [ a  cros sroad ] - for nine morning s at one partic ' lar 

hour in de morning , and dance and s ing and put on a little program 
BIG BLACK MAN such as you ' re ab le to  d o , and on the ninth morning the devil ' 1 1 

put in his appearance or s ome of  his imp s and g ive you the power 
to accomp lish what you want to do . And this one b oy did do it , but h e  - and also 
you can do it by goin ' to the woods . And there ' s  a certain location in the woods 
tha ' chew kin do it . And this b oy d id do it - had he carried i t  out , he was on 
his ninth morning . And when a big b lack man came from b ehind a pine tree and 
corne to him a-laughin ' , he couldn ' t s tand it and he run and lef t it . [Princess 
Anne , Md . ,  ( 1 25 ) , 38 : 1; happened 19 34 , so informant s ays . ]  

348 . Dere wus mah ole g randdaddy , ah used tuh hear him t ell it  de way he had 
a uncl e  doin ' it - dat he wanted to b e good wit his boss . He would go out to a 
road-cros s in ' [ cros sroad ] befo ' day in de mawnin ' at fo ' ' clock - wel l , when it 
is winter in de fall of  d e  yeah . An '  he ' d  go d ere fo ' so many mawnin ' s  an ' stan '  
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in dat road- cross in '  an ' make his wishes . He ' d  go dere de firs t mawnin ' an ' he ' d  
make his wish an ' he would go back fo ' de second mawnin ' an ' make his wish ; he 
went back dere de third mawnin ' an ' he made his wish an ' he didn ' t s ee anything . 
He went back de fo ' th mawnin ' an ' made his wish an ' he wus tole tuh turn aroun ' .  
When he turn aroun ' he  seed a man , a great big b lack man , an ' dat man as t him 
whut did he want . Said h e  tole him dat he wan ted luck . He said , "Well , go back , 
an ' come back fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  he went back an ' de  ninth mawnin ' he met 
dis man dere ag in an ' he as t , "Whut chew come fo ' ? " 

He said , "Wel l , ah come fo ' luck . " 
He s aid , "We ll , it ' s  one thing yo ' will have tuh do . "  S aid , "Yo '  wi 11 have to 

no t serve nobody but me . "  An' he as t him ,  he says , "Kin yo ' s ay ,  God isn ' t  all ? "  
An '  h e  tole , says , "We l l , ah will s erve yo ' . " 
Dat whut wus called s e l lin ' yo 'se lf to de devi l .  
Well , de devil ast him , says , "Do yo ' b elieve in God ? "  
H e  says , "Yes . "  
He s ays , "Yo ' cain ' t  serve me . "  
Den he went b ack an ' as t him agin . He s ays , "No , ah believe in yo ' . "  
An '  he tole him den , says , "Ah ' m goin ' make yo ' a part  ruler ovah de whole 

earth as long as yo ' s erve me , an ' yo ' mus t cuss God three t imes . "  
Say he cus s God three times . An '  he tole him tuh go then an ' g i t  a b lack cat 

an ' throw dat b lack cat into boilin ' watah .  He tuk dat b lack cat an ' throw it in 
boilin ' watah , an ' de b one dat come on top , he took i t . 

An '  he s ays , "Now , when ' s  [when it ' s ]  de t ime tuh g i t  ready fo ' a piece of 
money , git  where it  is , an ' s ays yo ' j e s '  take dis p iece [b one ] an ' put it in 
yore mouth an ' go an ' g i t  de money an ' walk on out . "  An ' s aid , dis uncle [went ] 
down dere [ a  b ank? ]  one day an ' dey all wus s i t t in ' in dere count in , out money , 
he put it  [bone ] in his mouth an ' walked in dere an ' git  de money an '  walked on 
out . 

An '  wel l ,  ah ' memb er de t ime - Iota peop le used tuh tell i t  dat he us ed tuh go  
down to  de s to ' s  an ' git th ings in  de name of G .  Berry . His  name was G .  Berry . 
Said G .  Berry would go  down to de sto ' s  an ' g i t  shoes or anything he wanted an ' 
come on out an ' de wou ldn ' t  s ee him t ill he  take dat bone out h is mouth . See . 
Dey gi t  atter him an '  put de houn ' s  on him , de dogs on him . An '  he ' d  ran an ' ran 
an ' put dat thing in his mouth an ' de dogs turn roun ' , dey nevah could run him 
back . He ' d  run an ' de dogs couldn ' t  see him . De dogs j e s '  runnin ' an ' howlin ' 
an ' j es '  goin ' on . 

An '  one time dey put him in j ail - dat wus in mah days when ah wus a boy . An ' 
dey put him in j ail an ' when dey come out - dey locked him up an ' come outa j ail , 
dere G .  Berry s i t t in '  right on de s t ep s . 

(Where did .he live? ) 
He lived in Ti fton , Georgia . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 50 7) , 2 6 74 : 1 . ] 
349 .  I f  you want to know how t o  p lay a banj o or a guitar or do magic t ricks , 

you have to  se l l  y ourse lf to the devi l .  You have to g o  to the cemetery nine 

DEAD AND DEVIL 
AT 

FORK OF ROAD 

mornings and get  some of  the dir t and b r ing i t  b ack wi th you and 
put it in a l it t le b o t t le , then go to some fork o f  the road and 
each morning s i t  there and try to p lay that gui t ar . Don ' t care 
what you see come there , don ' t get  ' fraid and run away . Jus t 
stay ther e for nine mornings and on the ninth morning there will 

come s ome rider riding a t ligh tning speed in the form of the devi l . You s t ay 
there then s t ill p laying your gui tar and when he has pas sed you can p lay any tune 
you want to p lay or do any magic trick you want to do b ecause you have s old your
self to th e devil . [Ocean City , Md . , ( 14) , Ed . ] 

350 . I f  dey g o  out dere , dey call dat prayin ' to de de vi l or do someb ody a 
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d irty trick , yo ' know . Well , ah heard dat yo ' go out der e  n ine mawnin ' s  an ' b o ' 
a hole an ' g it some graveyard dus t an ' put in it , an ' dey say yo ' git down on 
yore knees ovah dat graveyard dus t fa ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' pray what evah yo ' want 
to b e  done , say dey ' ll do it . Bo ' a hole right at de fo ' k  of de road . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1544) , 2 804 : 5 . ] 

3 5 1 . A man once , he s o ld his self to de devil . So  he go t ready , he went in de  
cemet ery , he  s tepped across sev ' ral graves , you know , an ' he cur sed an ' he sold 
hisself to de devil . So ev ' ry day at dinner time when he go for his lunch he ' d  go 
off to hi s s elf an ' eat . So at las t one t ime he wus sett in '  o f f  to hi sself , he 
wus talkin ' , he wus feedin ' somepin .  They s ay it wus a little b lack thing there 
an ' he wus f eedin ' it . It  looked like a little dog , like . I t  had long ears an ' 
de ear s hung down on de groun ' . So  af ter that , well , he  g ot ready an ' he said he 
thought this  thing got  mo re than he did to eat of i t . So he chopped thi s  concern 
acrost  de haid wid thi s spoon w ' ut he had eat en out o f . So  when this thing came 
again i t  told him , it  said , "Next time I come , I ' m gon ' a  care [ carry ] you with 
me . "  So a f t er that , wel l , when this  thing came again i t  smacked d e  man . An ' 
when it smacked de man , it  j is '  burnt de whole side  of  his face [see No . 103 ] . 
An '  de man went when he [ this thing ] went . [ Snow Hi ll , Md . ,  ( 9 8 ) , 12 : 5 . ] 

3 5 2 . Yo ' kin go t o  d e  fo ' k  of de r oad an ' .ever ' b ody ' s  mad wi t chew . Yo ' go  
dere  a rainy b i tt er nigh t an ' set  down , an ' j es ' lak ah lak a dead man - if  yo ' 
know any mur derer , yo '  call his name . Wel l , heah wi ll come a cat sweepin ' aroun ' 
an ' aroun ' , talkin ' cat , and - yo ' take pepp ah an ' salt wi th yuh , an ' [while ] dat 
cat turn aroun ' , throw dat salt  on him . An '  s ay s ,  "Yo ' s on of a b i t ch , yo ' come 
out heah . "  But yo ' go out der e  agin de nex ' night , an ' dis man wi ll be settin ' 
right dere . Yo ' gain ' kil l h im or do whut chew please wi th him .  He be r igh t 
dere to de crossroad s . 

(You throw this s al t on the cat ? )  
On d e  cat . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1504) , 2 6 7 0 : 7 . ] 
3 5 3 . I f  yo ' wanta b e  a pro fes s ional gamb ler , why yo ' git chew a deck of  cards 

an ' go  in de cemet ery aftah hour s in de night , j es '  aftah twelve a ' c lock , an ' g o  
to de first  man grave in de cemetery an ' s traddle de grave . When 

DECK OF CARDS yo ' s traddle de g rave , s omeb ody wil l  come dere an ' p lay a g ame or 
two with you , unt i l  you see a ligh t comin ' ' cross de c emet ery an ' 

dat ' l l be  de ole devi l . I f  yo ' kin s tan ' de temptation till he git  dere wi t dat 
light , den he ' ll play wit chew , an ' when he g i t  through p layin ' wi t chew , why yo ' 
be  a ' fe s s i onal gamb ler . 

(Who plays with you firs t ?  O r  d o  you j us t  pretend you are p laying wi th some
body ?  ) 

Wel l , it ' ll be  - dat bad fellah down in de ground dere , he ' ll s t ay tuh p lay 
wi t chew , until de devil git  dere . 

(Well , do you cal l that bad fellow ' s spirit up in any way ? Or what? ) 
Well , yo ' kin call it but it ' s no t necessary . 
(You j us t  g o  to the grave and play wi th this  sp irit ? )  
Yo ' g i t  company t ime yo ' s t raddle de grave - time yo ' s tradd le d e  grave an ' 

shu f f le yore cards , dere ' ll b e  someb ody dere tuh take de cards up , den s t art 
playing wit chew .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 7 7 ) , 2 4 4 6 : 5 . ] 

3 5 4 . I f  ah want tuh g o  gamblin ' , go to a cros sroads ' fore de sunup an ' have 
de dice in yore han ' s ,  an ' look at de sun when she s tar t tuh peepin ' up , an ' yo ' 

s t ay dere an ' shook dem dice at dat cros s roads until d e  sun gits  up where 
DICE yo '  kin see it . Ah ' ll do this - thrown ' em out , thrown ' em out . Ah ' ll do 

this In de Name of de FatherJ Son an ' Ho ly Ghos t .  An ' ev ' ry time yo ' throw 
' em out pop yo ' f ingers - "Dat ah may be  lucky in my trave ls [ quotat ion? ] . "  Ev ' r  
t ime yo ' throw ' em ou t pop yore fing ers an ' aftah while yo ' s ee de sun ris e . � 
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will rise j es '  a l i t t le b it up , a f t er yo ' done say de names - yo ' see , i t  will 
rise j es '  a lit t le bit  up . Ah used t o  be a g amb l er but ah quit i t . 

( That will t each you how to be  a good gamb l er ? ) 
Yes . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1415) , 2 5 4 7  : 3 . ] 
35 5 .  He want ed to become a dice-shoo ter , an ' he was t o  go to dis holly [ t ree ] 

nine morning s an ' p lay , you know , [wi th ] whatever corne . An ' I think prob ' ly de  
firs ' morn in ' come was - prob ' ly - I th ink i t  was a roos ter , a b ig dark rooster .  
We ll he played craps with him .  An ' then the nex ' [ se cond ] Sunday corne - why a -

(He had to  go nine Sunday morning s ? )  
Nine Sunday mornings . 
(Any particular time ? )  
I think i t  was nine o ' clock . An '  d e  nex ' [ third ] Sunday mornin ' h e  p layed 

with a d rake . See , wouldn ' t  be no f emales ; always be males there they p layed 
with - would corne to him . An '  the nex ' Sunday mornin ' ' twas - it went up a 
lit tle from a fowl and went to - a dog corne . An ' at de fo ' th Sunday mornin ' he 
says a - it went a little futher - he said a bull corne . An '  he said he played 
with him an ' he was g i t t in ' along good ; said he won all - they played craps . An ' 
the nex ' Sunday morn in ' he said  a wh i t e  horse corne with no head , an ' eyes at de 
shoulders . He said he hadn ' t  got s cared ye t .  An '  he s aid he p layed craps wi th 
h im .  An '  de nex ' [ s ixth ] Sunday mornin ' he says a - I don ' t  know - he s ays de  
image of a man came but he j es '  couldn ' t  zackly f igure out . B u t  anyhow ,  he j es '  
t ook a chance an ' p layed right on ' an ' he said he b eat h im .  

An '  he said he p layed on an ' on till d e  ninth Sunday mornin ' an ' when d e  devil 
carne hisself ,  he d idn ' t git  s cared . He said  he heerd a great - act like de win ' , 
you know , comin ' in a whurl [whirlwind ] .  He s ays , " I  know , " he says , " that mus ' 
be  de  Ole Man hisself . "  Well , then [he ] shuck his dice an ' throwed eleven - that 
was a winnin ' p int [ p o int ] .  An ' when he got  there , he said , p layed cr ap s wi th de  
devil ; said  he was a lucky man gamb l in ' ever s ince . [ For devil in  whirlwind , see  
Nos . 167 -183 , and No . 3 6 1 . ] [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( 9 2) , 5 : 3 . ] 

3 5 6 . Now , de fo ' ks of de  road - now , in case dis  is  whut chew wanta do , i f  
yo ' wanta learn hoodooism . See , i f  you wanta learn hoodooism , you g o  to  de  fo ' ks 

o f  de road . Go dere - yo ' leave horne zac t ly f ive minutes of  twe lve 
SILVER FORK an ' make it dere at twelve ' clock - make i t  der e  zactly twe lve an ' 

have yo ' a fo ' k .  G i t  chew a b ran ' -new s i lver fo ' k  an ' g i t  to de 
f o ' ks of de road an ' git down on your knees an ' s ti ck dat fo ' k  in de  groun ' ; s ee , 
an ' anything on earth yo ' wants tuh learn an ' know , thing s will corne ' f ore yo ' 
an ' tell yo ' what to do . See . But chew g o t ' a  b e  der e  zac t ly twelve ' c lock - go 
dere de  third day but i t ' s  g o t ' a  b e  in de night , twelve ' clock in de night . 
[ Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 5 6 ) , 9 3 7 : 3 . ] 

3 5 7 . Well , whatevah yore des i res i s , yo ' go  tuh de  fo ' ks of  de  road - one 
goin ' yonder way an ' one goin ' dis way , lak dat . We ll , dat ' s  a fo ' k ,  see . We ll , 
yo ' s t and d irec t in de  f o ' ks of dat road an ' look towards de  sun j es '  befo ' i t  

rise . Yo ' makes yore wishes an ' wh atevah yo ' wants done or d i d  
S UN  AT THE FORKS why yo ' s ay d a t  an ' den make a wish In de Name of de Father, 

an ' de Son an '  de Ho Zy Ghos t .  Da t ' s d e  c limax on wha t evah yo ' 
wish fo ' .  Do dat fo ' nine mawn in ' s  b efo ' d e  sun r is e . Be shor e yo ' do dat b efo ' 
de sun rise an ' yore wishes wi ll corne true . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 1 542) , 2 7 88 : 7 . ] 

358 . Whenever s omeb ody wants s ome help , dey go to the forks of the road for 
nine mornings and carries some kin ' a  mus ic piece with ' em - a b anj o b ox or ei ther 
some , you know , record . And the sun ' ll move j is '  like dis here [ demons trates ] .  

( S un swings back and forth like a p endulum . ) 
You ' l l meet d e  devil dere every morning for nine morning s and de ninth morning 

dey ' ll be some form dere to show you da ' [ dat ] chew want . And after the nine 
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morning s you ' l l have anything you want and you ' ll be  lucky .  I f  you b e  gamb lin ' , 
yo ' go to a skin game and you ' ll win every t ime , s ee .  But , i f  you turn back and 
startin ' doin ' any , you know , things dat de Lord would wan ' chew to do , you can ' t 
as t de devil for nothin ' else . You couldn ' t  curse and get nothin ' else da ' chew 
want [ one relapse and you are uns o ld to the devi l ] . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 60) , 
2 5 6 : 2 . ] 

359. You go out under a holly t ree for nine Sunday mornings and whatever you 
wanted to be or to play , on de ninth Sunday mo rning de devil would come himself . 

On the ninth Sunday morning if  you wanted to be a dancer , the devil 
HOLLY TREE would come hims elf and strike a step .  But he [ a  man known to the 

informant ] couldn ' t  s t and it . The pres sure was too heavy . I heard 
him laughing ab out it many a t ime . [ For holly t ree , see also No . 3 5 5 . ] [ S t .  
James , Neg ro community about 5 miles from Pocomoke City , Md . , ( 10 2) , by hand . ] 

3 60 . Take ever ' Sunday mornin ' before sunup , about seven [Sundays ]  I think , 
an ' go out in de woods an ' go to a ole dogwood . Do ever ' thing you kin do mean -

say any thing you kin to it  [ the tree ] . You bury your face up 
DOGWOOD TREE [ against the t ree ] an ' de  devil ' 11 s end his imps . An ' de seven 

years up [ the seven-year period for which you s old yourself to the 
devi l ] , you can ' t res t ,  you can ' t  stay in de hous e , you j is '  have to walk all de 
time . Den , after a whi le he come an ' git  j oo an ' care [ carry ] you away . [ Snow 
Hill , Md . ,  ( 95) , 11 : 1 . ] 

3 61 . They say you kin go to the hucklebe rry bush - the devi l 's  huck leberry 
bush - ever ' Sunday morning fer nine Sunday morning , an ' on th e ninth Sunday 

mo rning , why , when he goes theah , he stays theah a wh ile an ' 
HUCKLEBERRY BUSH he cuts  up [ clowns ] an ' waits an ' s ings songs , an ' aftah while 

the devi l meets ' im .  He hears  a great rus lin ' [ rus tling ] in de 
leaves an ' things , then the devil comes up .  [A great rus lin ' in de leaves shows 
the devil arriving in a whirlwind - see Nos . 167-1 83 ,  and No . 355 . ] The devil 
comes up - him an ' de devil has a talk - an '  dey talk toge thah , s tayed theah an ' 
t alked tog ethah a wh ile . Then af tah dat he sells hisself to the devil . Then the 
devil tells ' im he kin do j i s '  whut he please - nothin ' won ' t hurt h im , he would 
not have to wo rk hard , an ' de likes of that .  Then he goes  back [home ] . An '  den 
when he goes to work, why s ome ole man hires ' im - some white man hires ' im  to 
work fer ' im . 

One day he wus set tin ' in the woods , cut t in '  wood , haulin ' logs , an '  one thing 
anothah . Well , he goes in the woods an ' goes to  work . An ' he works theah an ' 
goes up that night an ' he tells his mast er how much wood he had cut or how many 
logs he had mauled [ sp lit with a maul and wedge into cordwood ] .  Well , he didn ' t 
believe he had done all that work , s o  he makes up his mind tha t he would watch . 

So one day when he went out to work , why the man that bossed , he kin ' a  wat ched 
at ' im .  So , af tah he went to work , why he went out theah an ' hid himself . An ' ·  
he heard th e axes a-goin ' ,  cut t in ' , an ' chips a-f lyin ' , an '  de logs an ' wood 
a-bus t in ' . He wat ched an ' he st art to creppin ' [ creeping ] through the woods an ' 
got a little clos er to ' im .  See in ' ' im ,  he wus settin '  upon a stump whettin '  his 
axe , whis t lin ' , s ing in , - he had some lit tle  things theah p layin ' with . Well , 
them b oys wus workin ' l  He had a crowd of  ' em theah workin ' l The logs wus a
flyin ' , they ' s  pilin '  up wood an ' cord in ' wood . It s cared the ole man . He 
couldn ' t  see nob ody with ' im until he got r igh t theah . He could see all these  
here litt le b oys theah a-workin ' .  When he got there all  these scattered . He 
went back - went back in the hous e . An ' af tah while he come up , he tole ' im whut 
he had done . So this ole white man he got s cared of  ' im . So he discharged ' im .  

[ Few present-day readers can appreciate the act ivity here , the cording o f  
wood . I have never cut a cord of wood but I have watched axmen cut and cord , 
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and I have carried many cords cut up into the usual three s t icks . Tho s e  devil ' s  
imps began work by driving down into the ground two s olid s t akes ab out two feet 
s ix inch es apart and four f eet high ; then , eight feet away and parallel , two 
simi lar stakes were driven down ,  thus : --- ----- : Wood was then cut into f our
foot lengths - smaller logs round , large ones split - and s tacked b etween thes e 
four s takes , s o  that the s tack or pile f illed th is 132 cub i c feet space ; 128  
being wood , the o ther 4 air space . ]  [ Snow Hi ll , Md • •  ( 9 6 ) , 1 1 : 3 . ]  

3 6 2 . Dey go  to de fo ' k  of  de road if yo ' wanta learn to do any trick o r  to 
have people , or to win some goal or ' nothah . Yo ' go to de road an ' lay flat on 

yore back on a Sunday mawnin ' ,  an '  any thing dat yo ' wish fo ' , it 
DIABOLI C MUS IC  would app ear , an ' yo ' could perform de ac tion whut chew wish fo ' .  

Ah heard that once there was a man he wanted tuh learn j es '  tuh 
be a b anj o p i cker , an ' he undertake to try dat same trick at de fo ' k  of �e road . 
He went tuh de road undah a tree an '  he lied flat on his back ,  an ' fin ' lly he got 
s o  he could pick a tune on his banj o . An '  de fo lks didn ' t  wanta b elieve it dat 
he had learnt that way , so he made de second trip in order to prove it , an ' his 
han ' become tied to  his banj o at  de fo ' k  of de road on a Sunday mawnin ' .  [Tied 
to log , see No . 75 . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 381) , 245 2 : 2 . ] 

3 6 3 . You go out there [ t o  the f orks of a road ] aroun ' ab out  four a ' clock -
j is '  commence dawn in , day , j is '  ab out crack of day - an ' s tart a-p ickin ' at de 
guitar . You go j is '  ones t .  An' they says de devil came out an ' take it - j is ' 
s omepin wi ll pul l  it  from you , you j is ' give up to it . An '  he ' ll tune up an ' 
hand i t  back to you and you s tart to play . You can pick any s ong you want to 
pick.  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 241) , 239 : 4 . ] 

364 .  There was a man who wanted to play an accordion and he didn ' t know how 
to play it . And someone told him that if he would go  to the forks of a road nine 
Sunday mornings in succession , one after the other , at four o ' clock , and on the 
ninth morning if he could s tand what he saw ,  he would be a musi cian . S o  he went 
those periods of t ime and the las t morning as he wen t acros s  th e field he heard 
a nois e . When he was sitting in the forks of the road he heard an accordion 
playing a long time b efore it  got to him . He said the accordion was ab out the 
s i z e  of a horsecart body .  He was coming across the field p laying the accordion . 
And j ust  a little b efore he got to him , he b egan to s ing Darting� hlhere have you 
been? Where have you been so  tong ? I 'm on my hlay to the Otd She t t  Road. Then 
when he got to this man he clicked his tail on the ground , the same as a whip , 
and presented him that accordion . The man couldn ' t  s tand f or it and j umped up 
and run . [Old P oint Comfort , Va . ,  ( 2 7) , Ed . ; happened in Eli za�eth Ci ty Co . , 
Va . ,  1918 , s o  informant says . ]  

365 . Now a man kin get ab out as high as he wants to by going to de forks of 
de road . You kin go to de forks of de road , if  you wanta do anything - you wanta 
b ecome a pro f es sional musi cian or a man to  do slight of hand or anything or walk 
out of p eopl e ' s  s ight . You kin go to de forks of de road and ins tead of praying 
to de Lord like mos t de peop le pray dey s ins away , you p ray to de devil . Well , 
de firs t morning you is there , it prob ' b ly may get a little windy . You do that 
for nine mornings . The next morning you may meet a bunch of b irds , chickens or 
something like that . And the ninth morning you go there , you ' ll mee t  the devi l 
himself . Well , if  you go t  guts enough to stay dere and face what h e ' s  going to 
tell you , you ' ll be  all right - you kin do any thing you wanta do . [Norfolk , Va . , 
( 491) , 528 : 5 . ] 

366 . If  you want to  learn to play mus ic or a fiddle , a man told a fellow what 
to do . He told him to g o  down to two roads [ cross road or fork of  road ] b ef ore 
sunup and turn his b ack to the sunrise and lay on his face , and no matter what 
noise he heard , never to turn around , never to raise his head and look at i t . 
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I f you can s tand that you can learn to  play musi c .  The f ellow was laying down . 
He heard someth ing ,  he was laying there , the sun was ris ing , and he looked behind 
him . I t  was a big b lacksnake . He j ump ed up and lit out . He didn ' t learn how 
to p lay the music . Then he wen t b ack to the man that was learning him and he 
told him he couldn ' t  learn him . So he wen t there again the next morning , real 
ear ly , with the sunris e on him .  He was laying ther e and some th ing run out of 
the p as ture , it was a big b lack bull , and run dir ectly at him ,  and he j ump ed 
up and run . And he couldn ' t  play the music . He didn ' t try t o  do it any more . 
[ Fr edericksbur g ,  Va . , ( 5 7 ) , Ed . ]  

3 6 7 . The p iece he wanted to  play was called The Fishe�an ' s  Hornpipe -

seeming that he couldn ' t  git  righ t on his wyo lin . S o  an ' ole feller tole him one 
t ime , he s aid , he says , "You go to a crossroad at twelve o ' clock at nigh t "  - it ' s  
a road goin ' that way and one goin ' that way direct ion - and he s a:i,d , "Take your 
wyolin wid j eh . "  And he says , " I t  will  be a man will come . You set  there and 
play till twe lve o ' clock . I t  will  b e a man will come , "  he said , "b ut don ' t chew 
mind , "  he s aid , " that . "  lJ.e was supp osed to g o  nine nights . The ninth night the 
devil would come and s tart to p lay . He could p lay any thing he want ed after the 
ninth night . Of course , he s aid he went . He se t  there and p layed this wyolin 
t ill twelve . He s aid he though t a man , but i t  was a bull come . No , i t  was a 
lamb . The first thing come was a lamb , the first nigh t . He said , he passing 
along wery car efully , this lamb . The next night , the second night , he goes b ack 
again , sets and plays till twelve o ' clock at this cross road . The s econd night , 
he said ,  there was a breeze , and wind come as though the whole woods was falling , 
every tree was falling . And he goes back the th ird nigh t and p lays . The third 
nigh t , he said there was a bull come through a-sling ing f ire , wid eyes j ust as 
red as could be . And he s t ill set there and p layed . The four th nigh t he go back 
again . He s aid it was a b and of  six men come up with a co f fun , set this cof fun 
down , b eg in to take the leads o f f . We ll , he couldn ' t  s tand that . He said he had 
to leave . [Deal Is land , Md . ,  ( 117 ) , 3 1 : 1 . ] 

3 6 8 . Go out to de fo l ks of de road an ' s tand when yo ' git  to th e fo l ks of  de 
road . Yo ' goes out there an ' mee ts - s omep in comes to l im .  Dey s ay s omep in 
comes tuh yo ' an ' tells yo ' to come to de fo l ks of de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
meet j es t  whatevah he wants done . Jes ' lak if he wants tuh b e  a mus ician . We ll , 
yo ' take an ' go to de fo l ks of  de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s , if yo ' wants tuh b e  a 
p iano p layer or gui tar p layer , yo ' take that guitar an ' go to the road fo l ks fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s .  When yo ' git there then s tar t tuh p layin ' . Well , dere somep in 
comes up ' cros s de field b ehin ' yo ' lookin ' j es t  lak a cow . Well , mayb e i t  have 
great b ig eyes when it git there . Why heah come snakes - a snake will come up 
there . Heah ' ll come a cat up . Heah ' ll come a dog up . Heah come a lion . Heah 
come a beah . Mayb e a b ig smoke drop down ovah yo ' - drop right down ovah yo ' an ' 
yo ' stand there an ' meet that fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' aftah de nine mawnin ' s , yo ' 
supposed tuh leave an ' go p lay any kind of  music dat chew wanta .  [ Fayettevi lle , 
N .  Car . , ( 14 2 2 ) , 2562 : 5 . ]  

369 . He [ informant ' s  father ] was a g reat vio lin p layer - guess he wasn ' t a 
violin p layer , he was a f iddler in them days , you s ee . S o  he was a g reat fiddler 
and he fiddled and he was de b es t  dey was around in de neighb orhood where he was . 
I think it was in Westmoreland County , Virginia . S o , after awhile ano ther fellah 
come aroun ' dere , could fiddle as good as him and he didn ' t want dat ; he wanted 
to be de  king b ee , he wanted to be de  best  one . S o  he  heard de ole p eople speak , 
you unders tand , dat if he went to work and went to de crossroad , you see - either 
cros sroad or thr ee forks of de road - twelve a ' clock on a Sunday night , and take 
his violin and set down ther e and p lay , why de devi l would come and learn him 
how t o play . He made up his mind he was goin '  to do it . So he s aid one Sunday 
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night he takes his violin and goes to - he didn ' t go to the three f orks , he went 
to de cros sroads , one way go here and one go here . He said there was a b ig line
s t one [boundary s t one] , so he set  on this l ines tone and b eg in to play his violin . 
And de fir s t  he heard was a - i t  sound like t o him that it was someone coming 
down de road on a hors eback , coming like s omeb ody galloping on a horse , you know . 
So he set there and he b eg in t o  p lay righ t  smart .  S o  dis hors e  kep t comin ' and 
gallopin ' .  De hor se don ' t  g i t  no close ter . Well , he was s e t t ing on this line
s t one , you unders tand , wi th his back to s ome litt le bushes . So after awhile dis 
man s t opped on dis horse ,  he' don ' t  hear him no more .  He kep t p laying , wondering 
why dis man don ' t come up , and there was a noise in the b ushes b ehind him .  He 
turned around and looked . My father said ther e was a b lack dog .  Th e  way he s aid 
it was half tall as a man . He s aid when he turned around the dog looked him in 
the face with great b ig eyes . He looked at it . He said he believed if de dog 
come up even [ in front of ] him he could have made i t , b ut this dog come up b ehind 
him . He didn ' t  like that . Of course he g o t  up and le ft . 'But he told me , "I f 
you don ' t b elieve i t , you t ry i t . "  [ Snow Hi ll , Md . ,  ( 9 3 ) , 9 :  3 . ] 

370. If a man wants to s e ll hiss elf to the devil , why - if he wants to play a 
b anj ah [banj o ]  good , he ' s  to go to a four-corner road [ crossroad ] nin e  mornings . 
You g o  ever ' morning till the ninth morning . He s e ts along ther e p laying de 
banj ah until after awhile a lot of things would come up . They ' ll go around him 
nine times . And after awhi le the las t one b ehin ' ll ast  him what would he rather 
do , do what dey doin '  or s erve de Lord . The man said do what they ' re doin ' . He ' 
can b ang his banj ah up and he' ll p lay on de bal l  anywhere . [Deal Is land , Md . ,  
( 121) ,  33 : 2 .  ] 

371 .  Dey goes t o  d e  f o ' k  o f  d e  road t o  learn how t o  pick a guitar , an ' dey 
goes to de fo ' k  of de road to do all d if f ' rent works . 

(Do you know what they do when they get out there? ) 
Yes sir , dey goes to de fo ' ks of de road - on de guitar pickin ' , now , ah 'm 

goin ' g ive yo ' f ir s t  on dat . When dey goes down to de fo ' k of de road fo' guitar 
pi ckin ' ,  d ey take a guitar - da t ' s  a person nevah have know how to pick a guitar . 
We ll , in goin ' tuh de f o ' k  of de road at twelve ' clock at nigh t  wit a fif ty-cent 
piece in yor e hand , wit de gui tar in yor e hand - we ll , de devil walks up dere an ' 
takes dis gui tar outa yore hand an ' picks a piec e , de piece dat dey ' s  tryin ' tuh 
pick yo' know fo ' months or s omepin like dat . An ' then dey lays de fifty-cent 
piece down an ' he  picks it  up , an ' after he picks de fifty-cent piece up , den he 
picks de guitar up an ' he p i cks de same piece dat dey been try in ' tuh learn . Den 
dey [pupil ] - de devil supposed to be backin ' his life - den he [pupi l ]  p i cks de 
box up himself an ' after p icking de box up ,  he ' ll pick dat same piece an ' any 
o ther p iece dat he wants tuh p lay .  

Ah knows a fellow right chere now done d e  s ame identical thing , in Waycross .  
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1143) , 1860 : 8 . ] 

37 2 .  This man came out on the little end of this one . He sold himself to 
the devil .  This happened righ t  here in Snow Hill . I heard a man say that he 
wanted to p lay a banj o b e t te r  than anyb ody in Snow Hill . A man came to him who 
could beat him p laying a banj o and he went to see a man to see what he could do 
to learn how to play a banj o bet ter than this other f ellow . The man t old him to 
go and get himself two tin plates , and go in the woods eigh t  mornings s t raigh t 
and kneel between two tall oak trees , and rub these tin p lates together , to sell 
himself to the devil , and pray to the devil that his heart would b e  as free of 
Jesus Chr is t  as these tin p lates are of rus t - b rand-new tin p lates , too . And 
he did that thing . He got so he could p lay a gui tar [banj o ] . He done i t  s even 
mornings .  And the eighth morning he went out there wi th these two b right shiny 
t in p lates , p laying a gui tar , to be as free of Jesus Chris t as these two tin 
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p lates were of  rus t t and one o f  these tall oak tree s  s t ar t ed to twisting around t 
you know t and moving . And he j umped .  And the t ime he j umped , one of th e limb s 
fell o f f . He left  there - and the gui tar , too . [ S now Hill , Md . ,  ( 85) , 1 :9 . ]  

3 7 3 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' go t o  de f o ' k  o f  de road between midnight an ' day 
an ' yo ' take wi th yo ' a vio lin , an ' whatevah de per s on wants tuh do at de fo ' k  of 
de road b e tween twelve an ' one a ' clock in de nigh t , dey say they will p lay that 
vio lin an ' whatevah evil dey wants done , why that evil spirit will come tuh dem o 
An '  dey wi ll have a conversat ion wi t de evi l spirit an ' dey kin call dat evil 
spirit  to dwell around an ' aggravate de person dat dey want dis evi l thing done 
to . An '  will cause dis person , yo ' know , to lose his mind like yo ' know , an ' 
ho ller things in de nigh t . [Waycross , Ga . , (1144) , 1867 : 2 . ]  

3 7 4. [Years ago when th e in fo rmant lived in Louisvi lle , Ken tucky , he did a 
great amount o f  gamb ling wi thout much succes s . A fr iend o f fered to make him a 

suc cess ful g ambler , provided he would participate in a cer tain rite . 
MUD PIE To  perform this ceremony , b oth men one dark night went out  in  the woods , 

where the friend immediately made a larg e mud pie . Th en , taking from 
h is p o cket a red-flannel ball whi ch he began t o  roll round the out side o f  the 
pie , he asked the informant to cut th e pie with a knife . But , befor e  the lat t er 
could overcome his t imidi ty , things b egan to happ en . I t  ligh t ened and thundered . 
Dishes d ropped from th e sky and b roke on th e gr ound . A c o ck app eared and began 
to crow .  Knowing the cock to be the devil , the info rmant b egan to run and never 
s t opped until he reached Louisville . ]  [New York City , (9), by hand . Informant 
talked so r ap idly and diffus e ly I was unab le to rep eat his words to the Ediphone . 
He refused , was afraid , t o  use the speaking tube . ]  

3 7 5 . (How do you s ell yourself to the devil - wh at is th e s tory ? )  
D e  way yo ' sells yo ' self tuh d e  deVi l , yo ' go t ' a  take someb ody yo ' dearly 

loves - a chi le dat yo ' dearly loves , i f  it ' s  yor e  own chile or yore s ister ' s 
chile dat yo ' dearly love , an ' no t feel s orry for ' em an ' kill 

A CHILD INVOLVED it , an ' g o  an '  hide it an ' bury i t . Den yo ' ve sold yoreself to 
de devi l . Dere ' s  no way atall fo ' yo '  tuh gain inf luence wi t 

God agin , but s till yo '  goin ' tuh live yo ' days out . An '  den de devi l will learn 
yo ' anyth ing yo ' wanta know - yo ' kin do anything yo ' wanta do . [ For killing 
b aby , see comment in No . 30 7 . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1217),  207 1 : 9 . ]  

3 7 6 . When I was a ch ild we p layed a game as we touched s even telegraph posts 
th en looked in seven alleyways you ' d  see th e devil riding a whi t e  horse . 

(What was the name o f  the g ame ? )  
CHILDREN GAMES I t  was j us t  a gho s t  game . We p layed it  in Carlisle [Penn . ] .  

[ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (84) , 2:12; inf ormant a young s chool t eacher . ] 
3 7 7 . I f  you run around de h ous e s even times and look over your le ft shoulder 
you ' ll s ee d e  devil . [ Th e  devil is reduced to a ch ildren ' s  game ! ] [Deal I s land , 
Md . , (120), 33 : 3 . ] 

SPIRITS GUARD BURIED TREASURE 

[ Every nigh t of  the year hunt ers for buried treasure are out digg ing ; daily 
all year persons s eek hidden h ordes in old houses and delap i dated c i ty apart
ments , ripp ing up a f loor or t earing out p las ter . Treasure hunting is some thing 
more than monetary value - i t  is a p art of e ternal hop e , a mys t ical ques t , the 
satis faction of an unfulf illed dream . ] 

[ This endless search for desired wealth is very much the work o f  doatops , s ome 
of them being exp er ts in the field - see margin-titles Tpeasure Expept fporn N� 
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Jersey and Professor Prank of New Or Zeans and Doctor Washing ton of CharZes ton at 
the end of  this sub sec t ion . ] 

3 7 8 . This man was a very rich white man , j es t  about - oh , [my grandfather 
heard this ] sometime when he was g rowing {up ]  - mah grandfather he did this 

GUARDIAN 
BY 

VIOLENT DEATH 

[ treasure hunt ed ] , too . That [hunting ] was when he was ab out 
twenty s ome years old - [he ] didn ' t go [back ] to  s lavery too , yo ' 
know [ g randfather born after slavery ] . All right , [grandfather ] 
said dat dis man was very r ich , and he was old an ' he didn ' t  need 
the money . He was old and he had an idea he would die soon . So 

he took dis ches t of money out - way out in dis b ig - had a b ig p lantation .  An '  
he took a Negro man out dere wit him - one of his best  s tronges t Negroes he had 
on his p lace . Mah g randpa t ole me about it . It took five or six boys to lift  
dis b ig heavy ches t out de wagon - two wheel�d wagon an ' set it  on de ground . 

All right , now . He say he wrote his s ons three names - only th ree boys he had 
living , on a piece of  paper an ' put it in dis trunk ; wrote de b oys names on a 
piece o f  paper , all three names yo ' know , an ' put it in dis trunk . All right , 
den dey say ,  after he got  de trunk set  on de ground , he tole de o ther b oys to  go  
on  away , "Go  on back , Boys , or  go on down a piece an ' take de wagon" - go  on  b ack 
up dere an ' b eing doing something to keep from b eing around . 

All right , it was s it t ing on de ground by a oak tree . All right now , he asked 
dis Negro b oy t s ay ,  "Yo ' promise yo ' 11 t ake care of  dis money f o '  my boys , heah . " 

De Negro said , "Yes sir , sure do - dat a good-weather j ob . "  
He s ay ,  "Now , lookit heah , ah want chew to take care of de money for me . "  
"Yes s ir . "  
So de man had , dey s ay ,  had a pistol in his pocket . So  he showed John some

thing to ' tract his ' tention , j es '  lak , "Say , John , whut ' s  dat ovah yonder? " An ' 
quite  na tch ' ly when he looked to s ee ,  when John looked to see , why he pulled his 
p i s t ol out an ' sho t him - s ee , shot him down over his money . 

An ' dey say anybody in de world wanta g o  dere b es ides dose family b oys , git  
near dere , someone s tart throwin ' d e  trees on  yo ' - or s omepin will happen to 
yo ' . Gi t near dere an ' yo ' d hear some ringin ' like bells or s ee somepin com in , 
dere ; s ee a snake or somepin that will fright en yo ' away . Well , yo ' see de other 
boys - co ' s e it is  dere money an ' dey kin go right dere an ' g i t  a dollar or two 
whatever dey want ; lif t de lid an ' j es t  put i t  down an ' go about" dere business . 
Nob ody kin go dere ' caus e  dis  Negro is there an ' he kill dem o 

(Because the names are there? ) 
Dat ' s  right ' caus e dose names are dere an ' dis other fellah dat fell ovah dis 

money guards dis money - killed him a t  dis money - "he tole me to  take care of  
it . "  Anyb ody go dere that ain ' t one of  them , fall a tree on ' em ,  or de wind wi ll"  
start to b lowing , or somep in will happen to make yo ' frighten away f rom de money . 
[ St . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 3 ) , 1605 : 4 . ] 

3 79 . Well , to  dress the hous e thataway , you s ee thos e paradis e  s eeds . You 
take that paradise seed and you take you s ome pars ley with paradise seed , you 
takes you nine rocks like o ff the railroad [b ed o f  railroad track] . See . Tie 
that up into a sack . You put tha t , you understand , at your s tep but don ' t  bury 
it  - the same as you ' d  take a piece of  s tick thataway and tie it  up on the s ide 
there . Everybody ' ll pass there , even the children - they ' ll look , their mind 
will tell them to stop there , but they ' ll continue by . [ S tick and children I 
explain later . ] The same as any treasure what ' s  buried . 

In the olden time when they used to bury money , they would take a individual 
back to the p lace where they going to bury the money , he not knowing anything . 
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The p oor darky would b e  ignorant o f  the act . And h e  would st and there and they ' d  
ask him ,  "Would you watch th is money? " He knows it ' s  money and he would say ,  
"Ye s " - f o r  th is r eas on , they worked h im so h ard ,  h e  thought he would j us t  M t 
there and watch the money , it would b e  a easy j ob for h im .  He ' d  s ay "Yes . "  
They ' d  s ay ,  "Would you swear ? "  "Yes . "  They ' d  make h im rais e his hand and 
swear . When he raise his h and to s�ar they wou ld shoot him down . 

Now ,  to get that money - the evil spir i t  wi l l  come around th ere and worry you 
s o .  You have t o  know your bus iness t o  g e t  that money ; i f  no t , you will never g et 
it , s e e , b e caus e  he h ave promis ed , he have made an o ath , a dying oath to wat ch i t  
and h e  wa tch that money . Y o u  go ing to d ig t h a t  money . They have diff ' rent forms 
come th ere such as lions , elephan t  and diff ' rent thing s . I t  don ' t b e  anyth ing 
but a shadow b u t  who ' s  the man will s tay there to see whe ther i t ' s  anything o r  
not . Well , it ' s the s ame way . Wh ensomever you make a swear , make a oath that
away , you unders tand , it means someth ing . I t ' s  the s ame as a law b eing made in 
the S ena t e  with an amendmen t t o it ; s ee , not to b e  b r oken . Yes s ir . 

( I  s e e . That ' s  th e same thing , you s ay , as th�s li t t le b ag hanging on the 
s t ick by your ga t te� ? )  [ This is a hand to keep chi ld r en o f f  the ga t Ze� . ]  

Yeah . For ins tance , i f  th ere ' s  money b ur ied in the corner o f  this yar d and -
you kin have f i f t een children , th ey ' ll never go in that corner and play ; th ey ' ll 
p lay all over the yard , th ey may s tar t tha t way b ut b ef o r e  they get there they 
wi ll go to ano ther direct ion . 

(Why is tha t ? ) 
We ll , ' caus e  that money i s  there and the sp irit is ther e  and they have a good 

mind - the spirit don ' t  allow no one ther e , he ' s  ther e  to wat ch it . They ' ll have 
a mind - they ' l l leave th ey h ous e  to go to that corner of the yar d b u t  b efore 
they g e t  there , th ey ' l l go off . 

I saw the [ thi s in ] natural l i f e  - the thing happened a t  a p lace in a swamp 
[ a  spirit guarded a t r ee ] - th ey had the skeeter pulling out s ome logs . Ther e 

was a tree leaning t owards the s unris e .  Th ey have a kind of a s lot , look l ike , 
cut in th e tr ee thataway - like i t  had b e en cut out of the tree , the tree was 
hollowed , and s o t  b ack in ther e  ag ain . [ Th i s  treasure was b ur i ed in th is s l ot . ]  
Now , to make fas t f or the s keeter wi th that line , he ' d  have t o  go and cut the top 
off that tree for th e r igg er t o  t ie his r ig ging th ere to pu ll the log wi th , and 
don ' t  you know he couldn ' t  g o  the re .  He put the axe on hi s  shoulder and leave 
from th e skeeter b efore he go th er e . He s t art tha t away but b ef ore h e  g e t  there , 
he come ou t the o ther way . S o  the whi t e  f e llow said to h im , "We l l , skeeter, 
what ' s  the mat ter - going t o  ke ep me all day ? " S ay , "We l l , I can ' t g o  there -
get in the r e . "  I t  doing the s ame th ing - they never g e t  th ere - have to make 
fas t somewhere else . 

(What ' s  a skeeter - what ' s  his work? ) 
That ' s  pullin g  the logs out of the swamp , you s ee .  They s et here , you know , 

and they got a line pract ' ly go to Canal S t reet - they g o t  a line g o  to Canal 
S t reet , and they at tach it to the t op of the top b ou gh of a tree . They got a 
b i cycle runs on that cab le and they g o t  a tong t o hook the log . And , gee , hi t 
pull l og s  and th er e ' s  them log s  f lying up in there j us t  th e same as a b u llet . 
[ New Or leans , La . , ( 879) , 1448 : 1 . ] 

380 . When they would see the ear th s inking in s ome p l ace , they commence to 
vi s it that p lace and they would mee t many many sp iri t s , and that would make them 

take not i c e . They wou ld s ay , "There ' s s ome
NAME SUBSTITUTED FOR VI OLENT DEATH thing b ur i ed ther e . The spiri ts are watching 

over i t . I ' l l b e t  it ' s  money . Le t ' s get 
together and dig for it . "  And they would s t ar t  out . They s ai d  that many p eop�e 
used to find it and dig for i t  and they wou ld ge t i t . Th ey say you don ' t dare ,Ito 

I 
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talk .  They dig .  No mat t er how near you are there , don ' t speak a word.  I f  you 
speak airy a wor d,  it  g oes down. By keep ing qui et you get the money . They s ay 
it comes back ,  but it ' s  real ly gone s o  deep it takes time.  It  really sinks and 
it rises , it sinks and it rises . You keep on to [ ti ll] y ou g et i t . But you 
get it s oon . You ' ll get it quicker by not talking . I used to hear the olden 
people s ay they had s ome kind of rod f or g etti ng the money , a cer tain rod.  I 
don ' t realize what they were . They push that down into the earth unt i l  i t  comes 
along the pot of money . They use t o  s trike it , t oo . They s ay when it was place d  
there , there wou ld b e  s o  many names called . They were bur i ed with the money down 
into the earth . The pers on who buried that money would say , "Now , I want you to 
t ake care of this money and s ee that no o ne takes i t  away . Stay here until I 
come for it. " Then all of thos e names [ ar e ]  placed there to take care of i t ;  if 
you get to interfering , they come before you . That ' s to f r ighten yo u to make you 
get away . No , not dead peo ple ; only the names of peo ple living , they say , for 
witness to see i t  bur ied there. All thes e spooks around a-guarding of  it, I 
could s ay they wer e alive . They never dig for the money in daytime . I used to 
ask, "Why do you dig at nigh ttime?" "We have to do that when everybody is  quiet 
in or der t o  keep th e money from going way way down . 1 I [New York Ci ty , (6) , Ed . ] 

381 . I went out with s ome people - a whi te man and two c olored fellows and 
mys elf . We went to a p lace by the name of Port  Alle n .  That used t o  b e  a [Civil ]  

War place . Lot of  Yankees was running away from there 
MURDERER DENIED TREASURE wi th money - supposed to be b uried there - wh ich they 

had found money in di fferent s tates . We ll , we hadn' t, 
didn't find that so  far . We got  near to  it but we didn ' t git it. 

So we had a shovel and we had a money pod and also we had a radio. See .  And 
t es t  where the money at . So the closer we'd g et t o  the money , the more the b ell 
would ring - that arr ow would go around j us t  like a radio. So , we dug there and 
so we got  down to a po t and one fellow ,  doing time b efore [ i n  the penitentiary] 
was in there. He got his for murder ,  and if you suppos e  t o  do any kind of  mur der 
or anything , you can ' t  get  i t. So , i t was twelve o ' clock that night , s o we  could 
not get i t . So we came back the next nigh t  and after we came back the next night 
we dug . We l eft that fellow - we f ound out that fellow had b een in  troub le , s o  
w e  lef t him and picks up another fellow . So we had a preach er wi th us and s o  he  
said a pray er . So we dug again until we g o t  down t o  the money b ut there was so 
many dif f eren t  things come i n  front of us we could n ' t stand to s ee . Fir s t  thing 
came , a horse wi th no head on i t  - a hors e wi th a lot o f  fire coming out ; a man 
with no head , and a lot of bells and noise . Well , we l eft it - we never di d get 
i t - a great big hole. We couldn ' t  get the mo ney . I c ould get  that  clos e and 
c ould almos t reach to  it down there - i t  was about fo ur feet down . [New Orleans , 
La. , ( 782) , 1084 : 6. ] 

3 82 .  The people was afraid of the b anks then [before and during the Civil 
War ] and they would hi de their money .  They put i t  in a iron or cop per po t and 

seal i t ,  and then they would always take s omeone with 
SPIRIT GIVES TREASURE them to where they would hi de it , and then they wou ld 

ask this person if  they wanted to mind the money , and 
then they wo uld kill thi s perso n and bury them wi th the money and they wo uld 
alway s  kept a watch over it .  Sometimes they [ the sp irit] would ge t t ired [of 
wa tching the money ] and give i t  to someone . They are the only peop le who can 
g e t  it. The spirit come s i n  and asks, "Do you want the mo ney ? 1 I An d  they take 
you to thi s  p lace . 

She was living out in the c ou nt ry and a whi t e  g entleman [h e had been killed 
and buri ed wi th money to watch it, and had become ti red of his task ] came up to 
the gate. He was dress ed in a long-tailore d  coat and high silk hat. And he 



- Hoodoo - C onj urat ion - W i t chcraft - Rootwork - 115 

s p oke t o  her and said , "Good evening . "  And then h e  asked her did she want s ome 
money . And she s aid , "Yes . "  And he s a id , "I wi l l  b e  here tomorrow at twelve . "  
And h e  vanished . And she go t  frigh tened b ec ause he wen t  away s o  quick . And s he 
wen t t o  bed . Wh en noon [next day ] came , he was righ t  on th e d o t , knocked on the 
g at e  and said , "Are you ready ? " S he said she was s i ck .  She wa s  so scared she 
didn ' t wan t t o  go wi th him . And then h e  s t ep s in the h ouse . H e  mad e one s t ep 
and wen t to the b ed and rol led her in the bed and said , "Now y ou wi l l  b e  s i ck . " 
And she was f lat on her back for one year . He did it b ecaus e she told the s tory . 
[New York C i ty ,  ( 1 ) , Ed . ; near Wilming t on ,  N .  Car . ] 

3 8 3 . A h ous e s e t  on the h i l l  and a spring was in the b o t tom and a t ree was 
nearby the spring . And ev�ryb ody who l ived in that house , the gho s t  would mee t  
them o n  t h e  way to th e sp ring and would t a l k  t o  them . Th is gho s t  would follow 
th em to th e spring and tell th em ab out the money but they we re a fraid to talk 
t o  h im .  This was supposed t o  b e  th e ghos t o f  the p erson who put the money in 
the t ree and died b efore h e  g o t  i t  out . A f el low followed this ghos t to th e 
spring and th e gho s t  told him to cut in th e tree w i th an axe . H e  cut in th e 
tree but found nothing . The gh os t told him again to cut the tree down . And he 
d id . He found a pot of money in the tree and b e came to be a we al thy man . [ O ld 
P o int C omfo r t , Va . , ( 21) , by hand . ]  

3 8 4 . I know tha t  when I was th ree y ears o f  ag e , we lived in the coun try .  
Ther e was a b ig cherry tree out in front of my hous e . Every day ab ou t thr ee 
o ' c lock in the afternoon I would s ee a man clad in a suit of armor , a helmet 
on his head , running out b r eak-neck speed around thi s  cher ry t re e . Af ter h e  
would run around t he tree a f ew  t ime s h e  would run down the lane and d i s appear . 
I would call my mother and sis ter and t ry to show th em th i s  man , but they wou ld 
tell me that th ey s aw nothing and would wond er why it was th at I would say I s aw 
s omething . One day when I was trying to show them this , my grandmo ther came t o  
my res cue and said there was money buried there under that che rry t ree , that a 
man who had b e en a s o ldier in the C ivi l War h ad b ur ied it there , and there was 
no doub t that it was that man ' s  sp iri t who wou ld app ear to me every day , b ecause 
mayb e he wan t ed me to have th i s  money . L a t er , my mo ther never cons en ted to allow 
me to dig at th is tree . My grandmother als o t r ie d  to exp lain tha t  th e rea s on I 
could see and the others couldn ' t  was mayb e due t o  the fact tha t  I was too young 
t o  b e  a fraid o f  wha t  I s aw .  [ O c ean C i ty ,  Md . , ( 13 ) , Ed . ] 

3 8 5 . Well , he [ informant ' s  father who was a doctor ] said da t chew could g o  to 
de fo ' k  of de road an ' y o ' could contac t sp ir i t s  an ' dey would g ive yo ' treasures 
an ' g ive yo ' information of peop le who ' ve lived long . Den sp ir i t s  would appear 
an ' d ey wou ld g ive yo ' treasure s an ' t e ll yo ' where hidden treasures wer e . 

(Wel l , how would yOll contact them - how wou ld you g e t  in touch wi th th os e 
spiri t s  - wha t  would he do out there ? ) 

Wel l , he s aid burn inc ense - yo ' kin b urn incense dere , or yo ' could take yore 
money needZe an ' i t  would le ad yo ' where de money wus of cour se . [ Way cros s ,  Ga . , 
( 1104) , 1 7 7 7 : 1 1 . ] 

386 . He went r ight roun ' an ' roun ' i t  [ the grave ] .  He had h ad tuh had a r ed 
sack o f  s and . He had went r oun ' da t cer t ain one gr ave , an ' he had tuh b e  very 
care ful of d em sacks - s aid he would o f  call up s ome animos i ty dere . He had a 
red sack of de graveyard sand an ' a wh i t e  sack , an ' he t aked an ' emp ty it righ t 
aroun t de grave dere , wa1kin ' r i ght roun ' an ' roun ' de grave of his wife [magic 
circle ] an '  emp t ied de red sack r ight around de grave dere an ' after he emp ty 
de red s ack he emp t i ed de wh i t e  sack . An '  af t er he do dat , he s t an '  right in 
de midd le of de grave an ' his wif e ' s  sp iri t come up an ' she tell him everything 
dat he want ed tuh know an '  every th ing - an ' any th ing she had done , where she 
had leave it an ' every thing . 
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(Where she had left this money? ) 
Yeah . 
(Well now . this man . what do es he do when he first  goes out to  the graveyard ? )  
He g oes t o  dat certain g rave - his wife g rave an ' go es roun ' an '  roun ' dat 

grave dere - circle lak t owards - lak de sun circle - twelve a ' clock at  night . 
(Where did he g e t  the graveyard dirt ? )  
Right in de heart of de grave - right in de heart o f  her g rave righ t dere . 
(He gets  this dir t from her grave ? ) 
Yeah . 
(Then he must use this red sack and whi t e  sack - then he sprinkles i t  back on 

her grave? ) 
Yeah - he sprinkle i t  roun ' an ' roun ' her grave - like de circ lin ' of  de sun . 
(And wh o told you this ? )  
Ah heard mah grandmothah said dat wus true . 
(The old man had done this . His wife had died and left s ome money and he did 

not know where the money was . S o  he went out there to find it  - to sp eak with 
her to find out where this money was buried ? ) 

Yeah . 
(He went out there and he c ircled around her grave and then he s tood in the 

middle of her grave and got  this dirt and put it in these sacks . Then he went 
around th e grave again and circ led it and sp rinkled this dir t  around her grave . 
Then he s tood on her grave and she told him where it was? ) 

Yeah . 
(Your grandmoth er told you the s t ory? ) 
Yeah . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1359) , 229 2 : 6 . ]  
38 7 .  There was a man who went to look for a h idden treasure because he had 

dreamed that in this part icular spot there was a treasure hidden . He asked two 
men t o  accompany him on this j ourney but when the nigh t came the two men didn ' t  

show up . The man hims elf became very determined to  get  the 
TREASURE treasure and went on the trip hims elf . When he arr ived at the 

REVEALED IN DREAM spot des ignated in his dream , the wind b egan to b low . But the 
o ld man paid no attention . He b egan to dig and dig and dig . 

Finally . the rain b egan to  pour , thunder began to roll . lightning be gan t o  flash . 
But the old man dug j ust  th e same . After awhile his pick struck something that 
sounded like an iron pot . The old man felt that his troub les were over . It was 
not long b efore he could see the shining pot  in the moonlight , b e caus e  by that 
t ime the clouds had cleared away . The old man nervous ly took the pot  from the 
ground and opened the pot . And when th e pot  was opened he saw that it was f illed 
with gold and s ilver . The old man forgot that he wasn ' t  supposed t o  ut ter a word 
b ef ore he got the piece of s ilver in the pot and the old man suddenly cried , 
"Lord have mercy l Look what I found ! "  At those words which wer e spoken b efore 
he had put the silver in the pot every bit o f  the s i lver turned to b lack charcoal 
and the pot turned to j us t  a p i ece of  clay . And the old man suddenly rememb ered 
that he did wrong in ut tering a sound b efore he put the silver in the pot . He 
decided to go treasure hunt ing no more . [ Ocean City ,  Md . , ( 13 ) . Ed . ]  

388 . Well , in finding b uried money , us ually when yo ' move in a house if 
there ' s  some money buried there . see . it b e ' s  someth ing always there . If yo ' 
don ' t  say anything , o r  ask it - s ay ,  "Do yo ' want anything in the Name of the 
Lord ? "  Then , when yo ' go to s leep , a dream wi ll come t o  yo ' where that money 
is . Then . yo ' g i t  up the next morning an ' yo ' dig . But chew can ' t s ay anyth ing 
to anyb ody while yo ' digging . Can ' t talk , if yo ' s ee anyone coming - why yo ' 
j est  have to stop diggin ' , ' caus e if  yo ' say one word why yo ' can ' t g i t  it . 
[ St .  P et er sburg , Fla . , ( 10 0 6 ) , 1625 : 3 . ] 
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389 . I have heard that in digg ing money you carry s ome ins trumen t and wh en 
you s t ick i t  down into the ear th this money has a t endency to draw i t  and one 
will know tha t  he has s truck money . In the meant ime s omething c ome s to one in 

the nigh t and t ells them ab ou t where the money is buried .  
THREE HIGHEST NAMES They ar e supp osed to b e  the one who buried the money . His 

ghos t comes and tells you . Thi s  i s  made o f  iron some th ing 
l ike a sp ear . And when y ou are digg ing thi s  money , all the t ime s ome thing is 
around you - a ghos t or s ome thing ,  although you may not see it y ou hear a lo t o f  
queer noises . S ome t imes p eop le when they want t o  avoid th is noi s e  or this ghost 
they s ay ,  "What in the N ame o f  the Fa ther , S on and Holy Gho s t  do you want ? "  And 
this gh o s t  wi l l  disapp ear . And in the mean time I have heard , you will s e e  ghos t s  
all away around you . You s ay , "Wha t  in the Name of the Fa th er , S on and Holy 
Ghos t do you want ? "  They s ay tha t  money i s b uried s omewhere and they dis app ear . 
You g o  ge t  th i s  money and you wi l l  never s ee them any more . At my home th ere 
used to b e  a lo t of p eop le d igging money .  They used to have a lo t o f  troub l e  
d igging it . They g o  there three or f our times and they s ay they would g e t  it . 
Every t ime th ey g o  t o  d i g  money they have big b ad s torms - windst orms , trees 
would b l ow over . You go out on a c lear nigh t and a s to rm  would come up . You ' r e 
not s upposed to s ay anything . [Ti t le Three Highes t Names is informant ' s  term , 
FACI , 2ed . , 19 65 , pp . 746 , 7 8 7  etc . ] [ P lace and info rmant numb er los t ; by E d . ] 

390 . I ' ll t ell you one thing that I h ave h eard . A long t ime ago p eop le used 
to b ury their money ins tead o f put t ing it in the b anks . The p erson tha t b uried 

the money b elieved that if they ki lled s ome one or an an imal 
MONEY GOLD LIGHT and cut the animal ' s  head o f f  o r  the person ' s  head o f f  and 

bury the h ead w i th - the money that i t  would keep someone els e  
f rom get t ing the money . At a p lace on the road [ Mary land S ta t e  Road No . 12 ] 
b e tween Snowh i l l  and Salisbury , near the Worces t er C oun ty line , there ' s  a tree , 
an oak I think , where they c laim that s omeb ody was buried . And this man - thi s  
was bef ore the C ivil War , ki lled a lit t le colored b o y  and cut h i s  head o f f  and 
buried it with the money . Later on p eop le h eard ab out this money b eing buried 
there and a numb er of them t ried to get i t . Everyone who t ried to dig up thi s  
money never succeeded and the b e li e f  was that thi s  head p ro tected the money and 
kep t the p eop le f rom get t ing i t . They claim that on cer tain nigh t s , esp e cially 
dark night s ,  peop le go in g along thi s  r oad from Snowh i l l  to Sal isbury see a l i t t l e  
ligh t like and thi s  li ght s eems to flicker and it i s  near thi s  tree . Th ey c laim 
that th at ' s  the way you know money is buried there . We l l , one man , I don ' t  know 
whe ther i t  is true or not , tried to dig up th is money . S o  he took s ome other man 
with him t o  help him .  S o  they dug and dug under th is tree and th ey almo s t  g o t  to 
the money and j us t  as he looked up he claimed that he s aw a sword suspended by a 
h a ir from the limb o f  the tree and he claims th at he heard a voice s ay ,  " I f  y,?u 
touch the money the sword wi l l  drop . "  Hi s comp anions also s aw and heard the same 
thing and they le f t  him and ran away . But he s t ayed as long as he c ould but it 
se ems that s ome thing was holding him b ack a l l  the t ime . But h e  didn ' t g et this 
money . On e night [ 19 3 5 ] I was driving a long that way and it was a very rainy 
night and dark and it seemed as though we could see this ligh t  twinkling . I t  
migh t have b een my ima ginat ion . They called i t  the money go Ld Light .  [ Ocean 
C i ty , Md . ,  ( 19 ) , Ed . ] 

39 1 .  Gwynn ' s  I s land [ Gwynn on map s ] ,  it ' s  up the [ Ches ap eake ] Bay about 
forty- f ive mi les up . A man there goes in to the woods and by him go ing into this 

woods he s ee s ome trees , and these t r ee s  look l ike they was in a 
TREE AND MOSS d i f f ' ren t  f o rm f rom the o thers . There was a lot of green moss 

and by this green mos s  b eing there he goes to work and commence ,  
digg ing .  He dug up a ches t of money . [ Old P oint C omfort , Va . , ( 3 2) , Ed . ]  ! 
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39 2 .  I heard one t ime tha t a man went out in the woods , h e  went out t o  dig 
s ome money and while he was out th ere digg ing - four men we re out there digg ing -
a woman came and s i t by them all in wh i t e . The one that was read ing the Bib l e  -
he g o t  f r igh t ened and s tar t ed to run . Wh en he s t ar t e d  to run th e f el lows what 
was d igg ing s tar t ed r igh t b eh ind h im .  When he g o t  out on th e road - the sp i r i t  
had le f t  th em out i n  the woods and run ahead of th em . They manag ed t o  g e t  by 
s ome kinda way . On e of the men he l ived in th e count ry , he was quite old , and 
th e th ree young men l e f t  him b eh ind . Wh en th ey g o t  up to the hous e h e  [ th e  o ld 
man ] was s i t t ing on the por ch laughing and talking . S o  then th ey dec ided to g o  
b ack and f as tened this h o l e  up . They wen t b ack the next day and they c laim they 
couldn ' t  f ind th is p lace when they went b ack . Tb is was out in a hi ckorynut woods 
r i ght ne ar a b i g  tree w i t h  mos s all over it and they had a s t i ck th er e .  They say 
wh en you mar k  a p lace and go back you won ' t see i t  no mor e  at all . Tha t  was j us t  
ab out thr e e  miles from Hamp t on .  [ The old man out running y oung men - a dog i s  
s ome t imes added - is a f o lk- tale theme long s ince worn thr eadbare b y  comedians . ]  
[ Hamp ton , Va . ,  ( 3 1) , E d . ] 

39 3 .  N ow ,  another th ing , in the fork o f  the r oad - f o r  ins tance , we wa s go ing 
t o  a buried treasur e ,  and when we got out to that b uried tr easur e , the forces was 

s o  b ad when someve r we would s t ar t making our s urr ound ing 
TROUBLE FROM SPIRITS round dere ,  why we couldn ' t  get a chance to work on ac coun t 

o f  the ev il force . Ev ' ry time y ou ' d  turn ar ound s ometh ing 
would appear . Well , you would go to that p oint [ f or k ]  o f  the road and you ' d  make 
a real call - that is , to the astral f o r c e , to gather ' em t og e ther and th en you ' d  
make what you call a payday out th ere [ p ay o f f  the sp i r i t s ] .  Well , s ome o f  ' em  
us e what you call gr igr i [ or g reegree ] out of candy and d i f f ' rent th ings of th at 
kind . [New O r leans , La . , ( 819 ) , 1169 : 5 . ]  

394 . Wh en they go t o diggin ' they s ay th ere ' s  a lways s ometh ing in th e hole , a 
s nake or a s corp i on or s ome thing in there to try to s care th em away ; but i f  you 
keep on d ig g in ' th ey ' ll go away and leave you b e  and you can cont inue t o  g e t  the 
money . [ Hamp ton , Va . , ( 28) , Ed . ] 

395 . (Who was thi s  man ? ) 
H e  wus a P owhatan - a mu la t to , yo ' know. 
(That ' s down her e  near the wa ter , i sn ' t  it ? )  
Dat ' s  down heah cross de town . 
(You s ay a P owhatan is a mulat t o ? ) 
[ Momentar ily , I do not unders tand him . A mulat t o  by d i c t i onary d e f init ion is 

half Ne gro and hal f Wh i t e .  My inf orman t  calls th is man - part Ne gr o and par t 
P owh atan (Amer ican Indian) - a mulat to . ]  

I s  a mulatto man . S omeone ki l led h im an ' dey ki lled th is man an ' dey b ur ied 
dis man an ' a t  de head of his g rave they buried $ 300 an ' h is cous in when he came 
from up in de c oun try - he had found out ab out de money . He wus told dat de 
money wus buried ther e , wh ich it wus . I t  wus s aid then that th i s  man wen t there 
to dig up th is man - dig up this grave an ' g i t  this money . He thought th e money 
wus his ' n .  An' wh atevah p ar t i c ' lar t ime he goes ther e , an ' when he g o t  near t o 
it , d e  p lace wher e  de money wus buried - i t  wus s ilver money - dere j es t  come a 
wh ir lwind or a s torm an ' ab out a dozen dogs , an ' th e wind b lew an ' he had tuh 
run away f rom dere immed iately , with d e  hole open an ' de money wus dere v i s ib l e . 

(He couldn ' t s tand it ? )  
He couldn ' t  s tand i t . De ev il sp i r i t  or whut i t  wus , it want ed tuh g i t  th is 

money - he had t o run o f f  an ' leave i t . [ Fayet t evi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 253 2 : 5 . ] 
39 6 .  Th ey came by the house - I was working on a p i le driver - they wanted me 

to g o  wi th them and I decided I wou ld g o with them . Th ey put me on guard duty 
when I g ot out wher e  th e hole was . Ab ou t a half h our mor e or les s s omeb o dy came 
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by t h e r e  and h o l l er ed to them . W e  though t  i t  w a s  the owner o f  the p roperty - I 
d i d , and ano ther man c ame and he heard it . They were down in the hole digg ing , 
ab ou t s even or ei gh t  feet down in the h ole . I t  mus t  o f  b een the sp irit o f  the 
peop l e  that owned the money . [ O ld Point C om f or t , Va . , ( 3 0) , Ed . J 

39 7 .  He and two men - t here were th ree men t og eth er and they o f  course had 
locat ed this money [ informant did not know wha t  method was us ed . J Th i s man was 
t e l l ing my f ath er . And when he wen t out and s t ar t ed t o  d ig , they dug ab out an 
hour , and wh en they got a hole b ig enough for the thr ee men to be d own there , 
th ey heard these l i t t l e  heif ers , the s e  l i t t le c a lves ; and they s a i d  they was 
j us t  j ump ing over the hole [ in whi ch the th ree men wer e J  and mak ing a l l  kind s o f  
noi s e . They were n o t  real - they wa s s ome kind o f  gh os t s . Two o f  the men ran 
away and one s tayed and dug unt i l  he go t thi s  l i t t le p o t .  He got it . And when 
he go t up out of the h o le , a woman appear in rags and t a g s . She was so ragg ed , 
and had no t ee th , and her grey hair was s t anding a l l over her head . An d she 
lo oked at the man and s a id , " Damn it t o  he l l . You got i t . "  And he s a id he 
wa lked on and he s tumb led over a b a g , one o f  tho s e  b u r l ap [ b ag s J ,  and he s aid 
he p i cked it up and put [ i t J in the p o t , and the woman d i s appeared . When he went 
home he op ened the p o t  and the re was f ive-hundred do l lars in s i lver and gold . He 
g ave the o ther men s even ty- f ive do l lars each . [ New York C i t y ,  ( 1 ) , Ed . , s econd 
in t ervi ew ,  Mar ch 19 , 19 3 6 ; near Wi lming t on , N .  Car . , 1 9 0 5 . ]  

39 8 .  [ The no- t a lking ru l e  is ab s o lute wh ile hun t ing b uried t reasure . I do 
no t c ons ider Yo ' kin go off an ' ta Lk a L L  y o ' wanta (No . 4 26 )  a vi o la t ion of the 

rule . I know of only the f o l lowing exc ep t ion ,  which is c on f ined 
RULE O F  S ILENCE to thi s one examp 1e . J 

Dey hunt money a t  nigh t  b ut dey s ay y o ' has t o  go on de r igh t 
� t o  do dat ; b u t  yo ' woul dn ' t  have a wo rd t o  s ay , n o t  a word to s ay . Jes t g o  
dere an ' den yo ' s t ar t  a f t er i t . Der e ' s  two words you have to s ay when yo ' s  in 
t r i a l , "He lp me , Lord , Our Father , to over c ome ' em . " Tha t ' s a l l  yo ' g o t ' a  d o  
wh en yo ' go t o  digg ing . 

( Wh en you go t o  this p la c e  wher e the money i s b ur ied . )  
An '  let nary no man say nuthin ' .  S t art t o  dig an ' when yo ' go ovah three feet 

den yo ' kin t a lk . But don ' t yo ' say a word unt i l  yo ' go th ree f e e t . 
(What t ime of the moon do y ou go there t o  dig ? )  
On d e  young moo n .  
(We l l , how d o  you l o c a t e  th i s  treasure? ) 
Dey has a c omp as s ,  but i '  t a in ' t a l l . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 10 7 4 ) , 1 7 40 : 9 . J 
3 9 9 . Yo ' kin t ake a pers immon b ush an ' cut de fo ' ked p ie c e  like d i s  [ demon

s t r a t es a Y-shaped s t i ck ]  an ' yo ' know , let de end of it be ab ou t  da t  long ,  an ' 

TO LOCAT E  TREASURE 
FORKED S T I CK 

MACHINES 
RODS 

NEEDLE 
PLUMB L INE 

C OMPAS S 

yo ' kin g o  anywhere i t ' s money at an ' h i t ' l l t urn ovah in 
yore han ' . Yo ' j is '  ho ld i t an '  j is '  p o in t  i t  righ t  on de 
g round an ' h i t ' l l j is '  turn - h i t ' l l turn c l ean ovah in 
yore hand , i t ' l l almos t snat ch out [ f ly ou t of your h and � 
see No . 400 . J [ Way cro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1 1 3 4 ) , 1843 : 4 . ]  
400 . Yo ' kin g o  ou t an ' g i t  a young h i ckory t r ee , g i t  de 
f o ' k  o f  a young hi ckory tree an ' sp l i t  i t  in d e  fo ' k  an ' 
put a f i f ty c en t s [ co in ] in d er e , an ' c arry i t  any p lace 
d a t  chew s p i c ion there i s  a t reasure , an ' g e t t in ' t o  dis 

p l a c e , if th er e  i s  a t r easur e , yo ' kin hard ly h o ld the s t i c k .  
[ Th i s  i s  t h e  original tr easure f inder or a Locator b e fore commercial firms 

en t e red the f ield with many gadgets . I t  is the dowser ' s  f o rked s t i ck used in 
dows ing or wi tching for wa ter ; a p i e c e  of s i lver b eing added for buried t r easure . 
The dows e r ' s Y-shaped ( or wishb on e-sh ap ed )  s t i ck sh ould be ab out three f ee t  long 
with th e end s of the V ab ou t two feet apart so tha t  they can b e  c onvenient ly h e ld 
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in b o th h ands . The short s t em o f  the Y or the hyp ocleidium o f  th e wishb one -
holding th e s i lver - p o ints away from the operator . As the d owser or treasur e 
hunt er walks over the water or money , the end o f  the forked s t i ck d ip s  down "yo '  
kin hardly hold th e s t i ck . "  I h ave d es crib ed a chi ldhood exper ience in whi ch a 
dows er fough t his d ipp ing fork (I should say fough t h imsel f ) until it f l ew out 
of his hand s with great f orce - see FACI , 2ed . , p . 5 26 , No . 11779 . ]  

We l l , yo ' don ' have tuh talk - yo ' shouldn ' t talk an ' yo ' should f irst have 
su lphur an ' als o a p iece of s i lver money in yore p o cket , an ' in digging thi s  
tr easure yo ' shouldn ' t s ay any thing � o  anyb ody . O f  co ' s e there ' ll b e  winds an ' 
gh o s t s  an ' d i f f ' rent th ing s comin ' up , but j es '  dig righ t  on an ' don ' say any
thing b ecaus e i f  yo ' say anything it wi ll go away . 

(What d o  you do wi th th at sulphur? ) 
Dat sulphur is tuh keep de gho s t s  from worryin ' yo ' tuh d eath . [Wi ls on , N .  

Car . , ( 145 4) , 2643 : 12 . ] 
401 . [ The inf o rmant ' s  father , a c lergyman , fr equent ly attemp t ed t o  locate 

hidden tr easure at the reque s t  of b oth colored and whi t e  people . The fact that 
he had b een b o rn  with a vei l ( caul) ass i s t ed him in th is work . He emp loyed the 
following me thod : ]  

He used a swi tch . I think i t  was a wi llow swi t ch . I t  was two b ranches out 
from the tree with an end on them like a wi shb one . He put s ome kind o f  s i lver 
thing [holder ] around that par t  [ the j oin tur e of the f ork] . Then he put a hole 
in the t op o f  i t  so money could fit in i t , ab out the size of a quarter . I t  had 
to b e  s i lver money . You take each hand le in your hand and you j us t  hold that 
s t eady and follow i t  where it le ads , becaus e i t  wi l l  l ead anywhere money is -
no t paper money , s i lver and gold . You wa lk and when you get t o  the money , i t  
[ the fork ]  wil l turn down [see No . 400 ] . [ New York Ci ty , ( 1) , Ed . ]  

402 . I know a s t ory ab out fellows went hunt ing hidden treasur e . I t  had b een 
onc e  dug up by a s team shove l  and it sl id away b ack in the dirt ag ain . In way
back times they us e  t o  always ki l l  a man . They g et the hole p repared and put 
the tr easur e  in , then they would ask him if he would take car e o f  this money . 
He wou ldn ' t know what was g o ing to happen . He would t ell them , "Of cours e . "  
Then they ki ll h im and turn him over in the h o l e  and cover him up . Then , when 
you go there , that ' s  his spirit that takes car e  o f  the money , and i t  does things 
to fr ight en you so you won ' t  b o ther i t . They are suppos ed t o  h ave a machine .  
I t ' s  a r ound thing l ike a c l o ck and has three p o ints s t icking out . One was s e t  
for gold , one for silver and th e o ther f o r  b rass . I t  has two h and les of hi ckory . 
You h o ld them two hand les and walk along Zike y ou witch for wat�r . When you walk 
over hidden money one of them p o in t s  g oes down . As s oon as y ou s t art t o  dig , no 
talking . You use signs . I f  you talk , it s lid away in the d i r t . Wel l , five men 
went hunt ing it again , th at ' s  af ter it was dug up by the s t eam shovel and s l id 
away , and as s oon as they hit the old ches t that was in the ground , the wind 
b egun to b low ,  the trees b egan to weep - they rocked like they were j us t  60ing 
to b low over . And the men b egun t o  run . One g o t  lo s t . He s tayed all nigh t  and 
b egan to see every kind of a thing like a ghos t - men walking , men f lying , b easts 
in the air . He never dis c overed the way out unt i l  daylight app eared . And he has 
been afraid o f  i t  ever since . I knew this man . That h app en ab out th irty years 
ago [ 1906 ] in Suss ex County , Virg inia . [ O ld Point Comfort , Va . , ( 21) , by hand . ] 

403 . They have s omething they call minera Z rods . [ Th is is als o called money 
rod (No . 423 ) and sounding rod (No . 416) . ]  I have heard and h ave known peop l e  
who had ideas where deceas ed peop le have buried money . They have b e en told in 
their dr eams where they could f ind it . And when they would g e t  wha t  they call 
minera Z rods , th ey had to go at midnigh t with only [ one ] pers on w i th them . And 
usually they had to be very b rave , b ecaus e I have hear d  of them d igg ing f or two 
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hours and all of a sudden s uch a rus s e lling [ rus t ling ] , such a nois e , like i t i t  
were a wag on and i t  was about t o  run over them . And i f  you got frigh t ened you 
would never f ind anyth ing . But you had t o  s tand s t il l  t il l  the nois e had pass ed . 
Hold t o  that rod ,  push it a l i t t le further and you would s t r ike s ome thing � Then 
you had to b e  very calm , no t sp eak one t o  the o ther , t i l l  the excavat ion was open 
and you h ad taken out whatever ves sel the money was in . I f  you sp eak b efore , 
they say i t  would go down and you would never f ind i t . That no ise th ey s ay is 
the spirit that will t e s t  you to whether you are th e p r oper per s on to f ind i t  
and t o  have it . I f  you Yre no t ,  you wi l l  become fright ened and los e s ight of i t . 
[New York City , ( 10) , Ed . ]  

404 . Now , yo ' take hunt in , money - j es t  lak money ' s  b uried .  Yo ' go t o  wor k 
an ' yo ' ll g it a machine an ' go wh ere de money i s . An '  dey t akes a per s on tuh 
read de B ib l e  b ackwards - one who read it ba ckwards . De o ther one t akes .de 
machine an '  dey - yo ' take a new shovel whut ain ' t  nevah been us ed , a new pi ck ,  
a new axe ain ' t  nevah been us ed .  We ll now , yo ' g i t  t o  us in ' dat - an ' d e  one 
r eadin ' de B ib le b ackwards , da t ' s  to keep de money from goin ' any further down . 
As long as h e  reads an ' de other works , why dey ' ll g i t  t o  it ; but i f yo ' don ' t 
go t o  read , de mo ' yo ' g i t  to i t , de deeper i t ' ll s ink . [Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 10 9 7 ) , 
1774 : 3 . ] 

40 5 . Why that ' s  a thing , yo ' s ee ,  that ' s  worked wit a machine , yo ' know . Yo ' 
have t o  car ry sulphur ' long wi t yo ' an ' der e ' s  - ah don ' t know whut dat s tu f f  is , 
but it ' s  a kind of a thing like a s aucer an ' y o ' burns dat when yo ' out . I t  has 
a needZe on it chew s ee , an ' y o ' p lace down dis-a-way , yo ' s e e , an ' as it goes 
round wheres omevah i t  s top s an ' p oints down , why i t  dere that yo ' h ave t o  d ig at . 
An' yo ' no t supp o s ed when y o ' commence d ig g ing - dere might b e  all kinda th ings , 
but if yo ' don ' t  see any thing - can ' t open yo ' mouth or anyth ing - j es t  continue 
working , why then yo ' ll g i t  i t . But if yo ' s e e  any thing why then you los e your 
wh ole hope on it . [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , ( 100 1 ) , 1617 : 14 . ] 

406 . Ah ain ' t  nevah done none , but ah hears dey h ave a needZe - a sear ch 
needle . 

( Wh ile y ou dig some fellow has t o  read th e B ib le . )  [ I  rep ea t  his words . ]  
Read de Bib le - King S o lomen - an ' a t  de t ime dat chew is diggin ' , he have to 

read dat Bib le .  Den yo ' h ave - have t o  have yo ' a dynamo concern , an ' yo ' have 
to h ave wires c onnect ed round from dat dynamo - round dat p l ace - an ' den dat ' ll 
keep dat devi lment from coming in der e .  [ The cir c le ab out the d igg ing place has 
b ecome an elec t r i f i ed wire ! ]  S o  dey t ell me . [Waycr o s s , Ga . ,  ( 1120a) , 1802 : 1 . ] 

407 . Ah ' ve seen one - i t ' s  a l i t t l e  ar t i cle that hangs on a cor d th at - the 
cord is made of ' lect r ic [wire ] - i t ' s  g o t  ' lectrif ied [ needs e lectric p ower ] -
b ut chew hand dat cord an ' dat ball dat hangs - i t  a s even-pound b all an ' i t  
hangs o n  i t  - well i t ' s  g o t  a li t t le i ron s t i ck - kind s t icks j es t  dat way an ' 
he hang that there . S ee , i f  dat money ' s  anywh er e r oun ' th ere , i t  go t  f o ' prongs ; 
, two drops an ' two s t il l  s t ays ,  but de two drops . Wal now , yo '  j es t  put thar an ' 
g ive i t  a turn , j es t  turn i t  j es t  de leas t b i t  dat-a-way an ' yo ' talks t o  it . 
An' wheresomever -

(What do they s ay t o  it for example? ) 
Wel l , dey s ays , " Sp ir i t "  - j es t  lak wh os omever dey name tha t  bur ied dat money , 

dey call de f irs t let t er of yor e name . You s ay , I IPoint me t o  dis money . "  An '  
dat thing will j es t  wave an ' wave t i l l  i t  gi t d er e , an ' when it s e t t le hi tself , 
those two down prong s , if that money is that direct ion out , they gon ' a  g ive they
s e lf j es t  lak dat , if i t  c lo s e near . An' i f  it ' s  way out , dey b o th g on ' a  s t and 
o f f  j es t  lak d e  two whut do s t and s traigh t  up . An '  i f  i t ' s  right dere , dey b oth 
g on ' a come j es t  like dat , an ' den dey g e t s  up to set it unt il dey g i t  right IDver 
it . [What ever the contrap t ion , it works on the Jack or dows er princip le . ]  / 

�/ 
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(When you get over this money what do you do then? ) 
When yo ' find it , yo ' dig dat money . Yo ' don ' talk , don ' s ay anything , an ' if 

yo ' git to it an ' happen to s tr ike it  - dere was a fellah dat found some money , 
him an ' two fellahs together , an '  when he reached down he said , "Oh l ah got it , "  
j es t  lak dat , and dey said dat j es t  lak to j erk him in two an ' dey heard it  [ the 
money ] fall r ight dere . Yo ' can ' t git it . I f  yo ' don ' speak , don ' say nuthin ' , 
den yo '  kin gi t  it . 

(Where do peop le b ury this money ? Do they bury it in any sort o f  way ? )  
Bury i t  in pots  - have t o  bury i t  in pots . I f  they bury it in anything else , 

it  will s ink . But dey bur ies it i� a iron pot . 
(Are th ere any spirits  around money of tha t kind ? ) 
Oh , yes , i f  a person b uried money , that people wi ll stay r ight there . Yo ' kin 

go there , if  yo ' got  nerve enough to  s t ick - dere ' ll b e  a spirit corne to yo ' an ' 
yo ' ask it  lak dis , "Well , what in the Lord , whut do yo '  want - what in de Name 
of de Lord do yo ' want ? "  He ' ll s ay ,  "Yo ' go look such-an ' -such a p lace an ' git  
dat money , " an ' if  he ' s got a wife or children , "an ' give i t  to mah children or 
g ive it to mah wif e , "  or whos omever he wants . Well , he disappear . 

Well , if  yo ' go  an ' g i t  d a t  money , that spirit  won ' t  b e  worried there no  more .  
But if yo ' don ' t go g i t  it , he ' ll b e  at chew again , say , "Yo ' didn ' t do whut ah 
ask yo ' , " an ' he worry yo ' lak dat till dat money i s  moved . Then after dat money 
is  moved , dere is no more worry from him . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1583 : 8 . ] 

408 . [To discover hidden treasure ,  walk ab out holding a plumb l ine in your 
hand . Naturally , the sway of your body imparts an os c illat ing movement to the 
implement ; but as soon as you stand over the concealed hoard ,  the plumb wil l  
begin t o  swing i n  a c ircle and then drop violent ly into the ground . ]  [ This is  
a plumb line us ed as a Jack - s e e  Jack in  Index . ] [New Yo rk City , ( 9) ,  by hand 
and in my words ; informant could no t be recorded . ]  

409 . De tree - it  carries a po r t ion of lodes tone . 
(What t ree does ? )  
Git  de tree out d e  cemetery - carries a reas onab le po ' t ion o f  lodes tone or 

somep in s imilar tuh ' lectricity - dat have a tendency tuh draw to  s ilver . 
( They u se that for what? ) 
Fo ' sech as huntin ' money .  
(What do they do - j us t  take a s t i ck or what? ) 
Jes ' take a s tick - see , it  magnet ism dat draws an ' guides yo ' .  
(You say there i s  lodes tone in that wood ? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 4 ) , 2506 : 7 . ] 
4 10 .  Lodes tone is only for attrac tin ' money , finding money , or  s omething l ike 

dat - get t in '  de locat ion of  treasure with dat if  someone happen to b e  b uryin ' a 
treasure ,  d ied and lef t  i t . [Nor folk , Va . , ( 4 6 6) , 4 63 : 9 ,  Doctop Paul Bowes . ]  

4 1 1 . ( Suppose you and I are going out to hunt th is buried money - well , you 
tell me al l about it . )  

Well , ah ' m  goin ' tell  yuh . Ah lived in a place once up in Georg ia that they 
told me th ere was s ome money buried , an ' dere was a old bachelor , dey s aid that 

KNOWED WHUT KIND 
OF 

WHISKEYHE LIKED 

run de salt mill dere had buried his money . An ' we went out 
to  dig dis money an ' we found - well , dey c laimed dat it was . 
Sound [we s ounded ] down dere , sound l ike money - ah mean like 
a can or po t or something . We went to digg ing at it . An ' it  
had - was growed up a lit tle tree , a little hickory tree righ t 

where it was . We dug up dat tree - i t  was in de winter time , cold up [had turned 
cold ] . We dug up dat tree - it was solid , good an ' s olid , little  hicko ry , an ' a 
little ole rattlesnake run in de hole . So  we came out of it an ' went an ' tole de 
white  fo lks about i t . Dey went there - dey got  ins truments an ' went d ere  an ' dey 
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sa id dat it wa s something come like a b ig b ull; looked like i t  goin' j ump r ight 
in de hole on ' em. They r un out. They went then an '  sot little tumb ler s of 
whiskey around, f illed 'em f ulla whiskey , an' they di gged then , an ' dey tole me 
'cause ah'd kn own ab out it - it was m uch as one man could r oll away on a wheel
barrow. They knowed de gen t lemen an' knowed whut kind of whiskey he liked [see 
Sp irit s and alcohol , in Index] . 

(You wer e t elling me something ab out killi ng a dog. You started to tell me 
ab out killing a dog. ) 

Well, they t ells me that yo' kill a dog or snake or somet hing an' b ur y  wi t h  
t hat money, an ' it will take car e  of it . 

( That' s to guard the money? ) 
Dat ' s tuh guard de money - or a man or any thing lak dat e [ St.  Petersb urg ,  

Fla . ,  ( 1039 ) , 1686 : 1 . ] 
412 . Th is is one my grandmother told me. She wa s in slavery . S he b elong ed 

to Tom Wa tson the man tha t  the Tom Wats on water melon gets it name from .  He wa s 
supposed to have b een a good master . That was i n  the Stat e of N orth Car olina . 

During the War [ C ivil War ] he b ur ied his money. My gra ndfather , 
BIBLE BACKWARDS b ei ng a man ar ound t he house an d not needing any money , wasn't 

concern ed where he h ad it b uried, b ut he r ememb er ed seein g him 
one af ternoon after he had made a sale - a man had b oug ht something , he went t o  
a certain place wh er e there was a n  old walnut tr ee;  when he came b ack t here was 
dirt undernea th on his hands. He suspicioned that tha t wa s where he had b uried 
his money . L ong after the War had ended and he ha d b een set free, they were 
talki ng ab out mone y  one ev en ing and a man said he knew where there wa s a man who 
knew h ow to dig money. So he decided to go and dig t hi s  money . So t hey wen t to 
dig this m oney . He was put to r eading t he Bib le backwards wh ile hi s b roth er used 
the spade and another man had a long silver f or k. He held that f ork whil e his 
br other used the spade and he r ead some par t  of the Bib le b ackwards. As he r ead 
he said t here ca me a shrill Cry fr om t he top of the tree and a wind arose and 
they all star ted to r un. I don't know whether t hat was a cry of an owl; it sound 
t oo shr ill f or an owl, b ut they didn't stay to f in d  out what it wa s.  I r ememb er 
that j ust b ef ore this cry , t he b lade of the shovel hit some har d  object which 
seemed t o  b e  the t op of a pot or something . Anyway ,  the next day he went down 
t her e. This m oney-di gger had gone b ack t here.  He could see his print s in f r ont 
of a place where a pot had b een. And he alwa y s  t hough t t hat t hi s  man th at was 
the money- dig ger got the money , f or he grew to b e  a ver y  pr osper ous fa rmer. He 
had six head of team and a farmer and cat t le .  

M y  grandmother wa s b orn out in t he country near Bat t lesb or o, Nort h Carolina . 
[ Ocean Ci ty ,  Md., ( 14) , Ed. ] 

413 . O r  some people say y o' put de mon ey in de ground an' yo'  b ury a ch icken 
or b ur y  a cat or somepin - what ev er dey b ury , ah don' t kno w what. Why , dis thing 
will com e  back wi t chure money . Or b ury di s Neg ro - why dis Negro will b e  so 

str ong,  somepi n t o  make yo' 'fraid an' kee p y o' 'way . 
MAGIC CIRCLE (I s  t here any way th at a f ellow can g o  t here a t  all and pr event 

tha t and get the money ? )  
Well, dey say if y o' git chew a Bib le an' go t o  dis place readin' y o' Bib le,  when 
dis st uf f  start - y o' got chure gang a n' yore sh ov el wit chew - g o  ahead an' dig 
de mon ey up . Don' t pay any 'ten tion, j es' go ahead an' y o' see de stuf f fall, 
j es' wa lk r ight on la k y o' don' t see it ; r eads y o' Bib le - r eadin' God's word, 
y o' see . An '  dey sai d, when yo' git t o dis place, why y o' got an idea how much . 
r oom it might take, y o' know, to dig di s money up - y o' know, yo' all stand round 
in a ring r ound dere an ' keep on r eading de Bible.  Say, den one man wil l walk� 
around dere dragg ing his f oot che w know , an' mark de place out, while dey b e  ' 
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read ing de B ib le .  Why d en when dey g i t  through reading dis B ib le ,  take d is B ib l e 
an ' lay i t  down on de l ine , puts i t  de way dey came - come d is way an ' lay i t  
right down o n  dere where h e  came in ; o n  dat l and marked round dere , lay de Bib le , 
an ' dey s ay yo ' g i t  r ight down dere an ' dig . As long as dey didn ' t talk - don ' t  
talk an ' don ' t ,  yo ' know , make a fuss . Git r ight down dere an ' dig . S ay all 
kind o f  animals - a l l  kind s of mes s wi ll come right up dere live , but pay no 
' t enshun t o ' em . Yo ' d ig right der e , j es ' don ' t make no fus s , yo ' ll g i t  chure 

money . Git dat money an ' s i t  right on de - all kind of animals wi l l  c ome right 
t o  dat line , but co ' s e d ey wouldn ' t  c ome in ' caus e  dat ' s  de B ib le - see , wouldn ' t 
come ovah dat B ib l e . [ S t . P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 3 ) , 1605 : 5 . ]  

414 . Ah have went out wit s ome f e11ahs t ryin ' tuh dig money . A g ang of us 
decided tuh go ou t an ' dig money . We wen t  out one n ight . Ah taken mah o ld car 
an ' dr iven out on e nigh t an ' s t opped it up at de edg e o f  de woods an ' we went all 
down - took our p i cks an ' shovels an ' wen t  on down an ' s tarted tuh diggin ' de 
money . We ll , we supposed t o  have de money once right where i t  was . Wel l , yo ' 
make a whi t e  mark . Git chew a b o t tle o f  sweet milk an ' make two or three marks 
all de way round with this mi lk - all de way round dis place , j es ' 1ak dis tab le , 
yo ' makes yo ' a round one [ c ir c l e  of milk round the treasure ] . An ' dey all g i t s  
ins ide o f  t h a t  p lace . We ll , w e  s tar ted tuh diggin ' money an ' we d u g  there , an ' 
dug an ' du g an ' dug , t i l l  we g o t  close to it . An '  as we g o t  close t o  the money 
an ' we lis tened out an ' we heered somep in comin ' ' long dat be ' s  a-ho11erin '  an '  
i t  wu s  a b ig c ow come r igh t up to de - right up c los e t o  dat l ine an ' j es ' s t ood 
up dere an ' hol lered . We ll , h e left away an ' heah c ome a great b i g  bul ldog an '  
he gone up d ere . H e went away an ' aftah while he left an ' nob ody s topp ed . Well , 
on dis s ide heah come ano thah - heah come lion up . He come up an ' dere d idn ' t  no 
one s ay any thing ,  dey s t ood a-digg in ' right on . Snakes an ' ever ' thing crawled 
all de way round an '  dey nevah d id s top diggin ' .  We looked up an ' dere come a 
b ig b a l l  o f  f iah right down an ' j es ' look 1 ak  i t ' s  goin ' drop right down . I t  
come down s o  fur an ' s t op an ' a man sp oke an ' s aid , " I f y o ' don ' move , ah ' m  g on ' a  
drop it . Ah ' m  gon ' a  drop i t  on yo ' . " An ' one de fe 11ahs got s cared an ' dropped 
out de line an ' i t  mus t a  b een a g reat big b lue smoke an ' a b ig b a ll , an ' de money 
went an ' we nevah did s e e  de money no mo ' - i t  j es ' b o ' ed a h o l e  in de g round an ' 
went on out 1ak dat . We didn ' t  see no money ata11 - i t  wus g one . [ Faye t t evi lle , 
N . Car . , ( 14 2 2 ) , 256 3 : 3 . ] 

4 1 5 . I r ea l ly had experience o f  that my ownself . Another fellow and I went 
out one night to t ry and locate a hidden treasur e . And af ter get ting to the 
p lace , he drew a circle around it and made a gate t o  it . And af ter leaving the 
gat e he sprinkled sulphur , milk and s o  for th all around , and then he b egan t o  
s ound with his apperrat tox [ apparatus ] and h e  s truck what he thought was money . 
Tha t  was a iron rod ab out s ix feet long . And we began to dig . And wh i l e  we were 
digging - I had never b e en upon that occas ion [ adventure ] b e fore in my life - you 
can ' t  t alk - whatever you want you mus t  make s i gns - and I was digging and I held 
up my head to ask h im for s omething t o  work with , and I looked and he was g one 
and I was all there alone . The ring which he mad e was surrounded by lots of 
people , but who they were I know them no t .  And all I had t o  do then was to come 
out of the hole and make my getaway - and I b eat i t , t oo . [ O ld P oint , Comfort , 
Va . ,  ( 2 7 ) , Ed . ;  Norfolk C o . , Va . ,  189 6 . ]  

4 1 6 . You have to us e them too , f o r  treasures . 
(Hunt ing t reasures ? )  
Hunt ing t reasure . Take a piece - not take the whole [ tomb ] s t one , but take a 

piece of it . Suppo s ing we wer e  going t o  dig money here . We c ome down and locate 
the t reasure right he re . All right . Now , you ar e the party got a heads t one . We 
knew he d ied - when he died and p as sed out .  He did good things a l l  of his days . 
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Well , we take that along with us and we d ig a hole in the g round so the people 
pas s ing wouldn ' t  see that light , and we ' d  light that ligh t there - a pure wpite 
candle at that headstone . We ' d  light that light there , then we' d go ahead and 
we ' d  make a circle round there after we locate the treasure - to keep the spirit 
from entering the ring , and we ' d  go to work and we ' d sp rinkle all around there 
mustard seeds , mus tard seeds all around there. Then we ' d  go ahead down in and we 
found - we done found the treasure - we got the sounding rod right  on top of the 
treasur e . Now ,  after we ' d  go through that proces s ,  why , then we ' d  go ahead right 
on down and dig .  That ' have a tendency to keep the spir it away and the treasure 
won ' t  move . [New Orleans , La . ,  (819) , 117 1 : 3 . ] 

417 . Go to the graveyard at midnigh t .  But chew have to go by yours elf and 
you take a penny . You got ' a  give ' em ,  take something with you ' cause then - when 
you go walk round the grave two or three times see , around the head and you walk 
round the foot two or three times . And then you go back - well , about nine t imes 
all together , and then you kneel down. But yo '  have to put yore hand - dig down , 
put chure hand in and g it the dir t from this , right off the cof fin . S ee . But 
then , when you do that , you have to leave a penny or some vinegar or something. 

(Why vinegar ?)  
Well , that ' s to keep the spirit from hurt ing you. You kin even have whiskey 

on you , see , to keep the spirits from harming you ; you see , so they don ' t  b e  
disturb ed [ see Spirits and alcohol , in Index ] . Cours e  ah never did this but ah -

(I know , you are jus t telling me what you heard . )  
And then when you go out, if you don [ leave a gift ] when you git t o  that 

gate , they wi ll ras sle [wres t le ]  with your soul . Even if  you call spirits in 
here now , you make a circle and call spirits ; you'd have to fortify that circle , 
because if you don ' t  - course you do that around twelve ' clock at night.  You 
fortify that circle . You kin call the sp irit s and when you - they scare yuh to 
death , but if you fortify it and sit inside that they can ' t  harm you. 

(How would you fort ify that circle , then?) 
Well , you have to make cros ses you s ee - make a circle for yourself to sit in. 

And then you make a gat e  like and you put - make a cros s there and then you have 
to use holy oil and holy water and candles , and then you set ins ide of it and 
then you can call de spirits and s i t  there quiet and pray and they ' ll come . But 
you has to have a dozen candles . [Washington , D. C .  (627) , 804 : 2 . ] 

418. Anybody that finds money has a hard time . If you talk one word , it wi ll 
go away . They have an iron rod. When they g et over the place where the money is 

and they dig and get down , they s t ick it down through 
TREASURE MOVES IN GROUND the earth. And you can hear the rod when it touches 

the pot . They hold the rod on [ the pot ] and they go to 
digg ing around. If they are succes s ful , they will get it ; but if not , this money 
will s tar t going right on , if it ' s  not for you. You can hear it going through 
the ear th. You know a ground mole in the earth? It makes a road j us t  like that. 
Then it comes back to that s ame spot af ter you leave. You can go and do the same 
thing to it. [New York City , (1) , Ed . ] 

419 . When you dig it up , don ' t say a word , don ' t  op en your mouth ; if you do , 
it will sink down into the earth - it will keep on going r igh t down . No , you 
can' t try for it again . You ' ll never s ee a s ign of it  any more . They say what 
makes it go , the spirit what b uried that money will come back if you sp eak . I t  
will take the money right away from you . I rememb er once in my father ' s  time 
[b efore the Civil War ] a man p lowed up s ome money and he said , "Uncle Pompey , I 
found s ome money . "  And when father got there the money was gone . [New York 
City , ( 5 ) , Ed. ; informant b ig g irl near Woodville , Miss. , when Civil War b egan . ] 

420. The way it s tar ted , twelve o ' clock every night a noise would come in the 
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hall like you throw something down .  So my father decided there was money some
where under the house and he used the same thing [method described in No . 4 18 ]  to 
locate the money . So  he took up par t of the f loor of.  the kit chen f loor . Wel l , 
he put his rod on it , but i t  [ the money ]  would go away every time . One S aturday 
morning , he was away , and my l ittle brother [ a  man ! ] star t ed to dig . And he dug 
unt il  the sand was all off the pot and the little handle that was on it . H e  
s tuck h i s  f inger in i t , s tarted to  pull it up , and h e  got so excited he called 
my mother . And the pot went .. away . [New York C i ty , ( 1) , Ed . This is the hous e 
in which I interviewed people at Wilming ton , N .  Car . , see no te preceding No . 1 .  
I stood over the spo t where the money had dis appeared ! ]  

4 2 1 .  Dese olden- t ime people - yo ' know , yo ' have heard tell how dat is . Dey 
say i f  dey come to yo ' an ' tell yo ' where dat money is , yo ' kin go dere an ' g i t  
dat money , but yo ' has to b e  by yorese1f . [To b e  by yourself is  rare in treasure 
hunt ing . ]  An '  when yo ' s tart digging dat money yo ' couldn ' t say nuthin ' - it ' ll 
b e  all kinda thing s comin ' fo ' tuh run yo ' away . But yo '  j es t  b e  diggin ' dat 
money , j es t  don ' t  pay ' em  any mind - j es t  don ' t  say nuthin ' . I f  yo ' s ay anything 
dat money will j es t  keep goin '  deeper an ' deeper an ' pretty s oon it  apt to g i t  
away from yo ' .  But yo ' j es t  got ' a  go an ' dig i t  by yores e1f , dig dat money up by 
yorese1f . An ' den , after yo ' g i t  through diggin ' , den yo ' kin gi t someone den to 
help yo ' bring i t  home . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1019) , 1 650 : 3 . ] 

4 2 2 . Ah thought ah could tell a story of once ah went to - i t WllS ab out some 
money . I t  wus one night mahse1f an '  mah fren ' an ' another lady an ' her fren '  we 

went to  a place to dig some money an ' de older coup le dey 
WOMEN-CAUSE-TROUBLE g ive up dere nerve , an ' mahse1f an ' de o thah b oy we ' s  de 

THEME younger coup le .  So we ' s  supposed tuh hold ou t ,  but den ah 
heard such a lamentat ion , so  ah got fr ightened an ' so ah 

s creamed an ' so ah b eg in tuh run , so dis boy he b eg in tuh run with me . An ' dere 
wus a awful noise , but dey still got ' a  st ick an ' git de money . 

(You said she couldn ' t get the money because of what? ) 
She looked roun ' every t ime she hears dis - looked roun ' at dis lamentation -

dis draggin ' an ' dis noise o f  dis chains . She s aid i t  s ounded 1ak a chain and it 
be right close to her an ' she would look roun ' tUb see wus i t on her . An ' co ' se 
de man dat wus doin ' de digg in ' he claim he nevah did see it , b ut she would see 
it . I t  wus her father an ' her s tepmother dat d ied an ' left her dis money buried 
under de tree . We heard ab out it an ' we went tuh diggin ' . 

( S o  she never got it b e cause she looked away from the money? ) 
Yes - she looked aroun ' 1ak dat - she didn ' t  nevah keep her eyes on it . 

Faye tteville , N. Car . , ( 1409) , 2 53 2 : 7 . ] 
423 . When I was a child I hear ' n  of the old folks say they knew where there 

was some hidden money and they come to the conclusion that they would go and look 
for i t . They wasn ' t  positive sure it was there . And they app ointed a night  that 
they would go and try and see if something would happen . The leader was a woman . 
And when they got there they stop and draw a large c ircle on the g round . They 
drew that c ircle right around the money , where they had ideas to believe that it 
was there . And they was to come inside of that circle . And there mus t not be  
any conversation here at all  ins ide of that circle . So she [ the leader ] said , 
"Lets try it . "  And so  they got inside of that circle , and she took her s tand 
ab out here , [ demons trates ] ,  and she was r eading a lesson from the B ib le .  Aft er 
that was over they had to go to work . She put her sp ur [ spear ] down into the 
ground , a rod , a money rod , right in the center of the c ircle . And there was 
something else they did but I can ' t think of that . But anyhow , this rod , after 
it got to a place so deep , it looked like s omeb ody dancing - i t  j us t  shivered .  
Then they s tart to dig and they got down to the money j ar .  They were . ab out to  
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put it o n  top of the ground , and j us t a s  they re ached d own  to g e t  a h o ld o f  the 
j ar ,  the woman s aid , "Up ,  up . "  Boom !  it wen t b ack into the ear th and di sappear . 
S o  they didn ' t  g e t  i t . But they s ay a fellow came b ack a coup le o f  nights af ter 
that and g o t  it . That happ en s ixty - f our years ago [ 18 7 2 ]  down here near Snowhi11 
[ Mary l and ] . [ O cean City , Md . ,  ( 16 ) , Ed . ]  

4 2 4 . Af ter ! married Mr . B anks , th ere was a b ig crowd went out one nigh t  to 
hunt money and they wer e  get t ing to the b ox .  They had a woman r ead ing the B ib le .  
They always s ay to read the B ib le to keep down the spirits . They had one man 
that was digg ing in there , he had one leg , and he had on a r ed shirt . And th ey 
s ay everything came in the shap e o f  dogs , hogs , and everything . The las t  th ing 
came was like what they call a red devi l .  He had to tail t o  him , long ears , and 
a spear in his h and , and sp oke . And he said he wan ted the man with the red sh irt 
�. It s o  s cared them all they a l l  run away . And they left this p oor man in the 
hole by his own self and he had a hard time g e t t ing out b ecaus e he only had one 
leg . That ain ' t no lie . They went digg ing in there and all g o t  s car ed and lef t . 
A lot of the men are dead and a lo t living today . They never got the money . I 
don ' t  know how they located it . They seen the b o x  all righ t when these th ings 
came . There ' s  certain S c r ip tures you read f or sp irits , they s ay . I don ' t  think 
this woman could of b een reading the right one or the spirits wouldn ' t  have come 
so f a s t  and s cared them . [New York Ci ty , ( 7 ) , Ed . ; near Harrisburg , Pa . ]  

425 . Firs t of all , take f o ' ins t ance i f  dere a tr easure down de c ellar dere . 
We l l , y o ' ll g i t  dis t reasure - i t ' s  accordin ' t o de kind o f  ind ivi dual dat chew 

are . I f  yo ' a Chr i s t ian ,  we l l  it ' s  a cert ain vers e dat chew read ; 
RED CLOTHE S now whu t  vers e i t  i s  ah don ' t know . All righ t , when yo ' r ead dis 

verse , s omeone supp osed to b e  der e . Yo ' no t supp os ed to make any 
fus s , not supposed to talk at all , j es t  continuati on o f  dig ging an ' continua tion 
of r eadin ' . All righ t , if he have any thing to s ay t o  yo ' a f ter yo ' s t ar t  diggin ' 
an '  walk of f ,  ah ' ll h o le yo ' r ight whar e yo ' are . Wel l ,  i f  dif ferent sp irits an ' 
thing s f a ll in dat hole or th row de d ir t in i t  or throw s ometh ing down whi le ah ' m  
digg ing , well ah im not supposed to s ay nu thin ' - j es t  continu e t o dig righ t  on 
unt i l  ah g i t  where ah want . An '  ah can ' t s ay anything unt i l  ah g i t  i t  outa the 
hole an ' git i t away f rom d e  hole . Then ah kin t alk . Got ' a  wear red all de time 
t o  keep de sp iri t s  away [yet , see No . 424 ] . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( numb e r  los t , 
b e tween 9 7 7-99 3 ) , 158 8 : 7 . ] 

4 2 6 . Ah ain ' t  nevah seen dem hunt money but der e was money g ived to me twic e  
through de sp irits - s ee , whe ther ah wa s  hoodooed or whut ,  but anyhow i t  was give 
to me j es ' 1ak if ah ' m  laying in dat bed dere ' s leep . S omep in come tuh me an ' 

. 

TREASURE EXPERT 
FROM 

NEW JERS EY 

woke me up and tole me , s ays , " Ri gh t  undah heah dere ' s  $ 12 , 000 
b uried right d own heah in d e  g r ound three and a half feet in de 
g round , l I and s ay s , " ah g ive i t  to yo ' . " 
We l l , ah g o t  i n  tech wi t a man i n  O cean C i ty ,  New Jers ey - a 
hoodoo fe l lah and he come down dere . Hi t was a man dey called 

to put peop le , yo ' see , tog e ther when dey separate - he kin put ' em  back together 
lak dat e  [He is not talking about a marr iag e couns elor but ab out a hoodoo fe l lah 
who us e s  hoodoo methods for putting togethep or back togethep - b o th techni cal 
t erms . ] We ll , he come down and he tole me , I I  S ay , Boy , if dere ' s  money heah , it 
ain ' t  g on ' a  cost yo ' nuthin ' .  It was not righ t  whare ah was s tandin ' den , b ut ah 
knowed wh ere i t  was . 

(Where were you then ? ) 
In Augus t a , Georgia , an ' dis happen sixty miles f rom Augus t a .  
Well , w e  comes o n  down dere den to dis p lace . S o when h e  g o t  dere , was s ome 

p e op l es in de house an '  s o ah tole him , ah s ay , "How we g o in ' git dat ? " He say , 
I IAh f ix d at . " S o  we went on in dere an ' dis man talked wi t dis man - de co lored 
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f e l lah wha t  had d e  house and de was s t aying in d e  house - he was j us t  r ent ing i t , 
see , but it was a white fellah ' s  p lac e . So , we ll , we goes t o  work d ere den , and 
dis man s aid , "Wel l ,  ah ' ll g i t  all de p eop les out from roun ' heah tuh work , then 
ah ' ll let yo ' a11 go ins ide dere . "  

S o  we went in dere and de man took de needZe and went over search ing fa ' it 
to see was i t  dere . S o he searched al l  round dere and when he g o t  t o  whar e ah 
tole him where it was , the needle p o inted right there - see , went to drawing his 
hand righ t  on down t o  de ground . So he b owed his haid , s aid , "Us mus tn ' t  talk . " 
An '  s o  us went on o f f  den .  He said , "Yo ' kin go o f f  an ' talk all yo ' wanta . " 
S o  we went on o f f  dere to de car and he s aid , "Well , now , ah ' m  going dress � 
f ir s t , "  an ' s ay ,  "an ' yo ' ahead on dere and go to digging right s t raight down . "  
Say , "But if i t ' s  under de house , righ t  at dat man ' s  pi llar whut h o lds up d e  
hous e" - you see , we had tuh kinda d i g  [ t o keep ] from undermin ing d a t  hous e , 
throwing i t  down , to ke t ch up with it [ treasur e ] .  

An ' s o  ah went on an ' dig and when ah g o t  through digg ing , ah h ad tuh b eg -
when ah got t ir ed ah had to b eg fa ' another fel lah - wi t chure f inge r - yo ' can ' t 
talk . An '  s o  he s ay ,  "Ab ' m  gain ' have tuh dress yo ' a1 l .  Yo ' rub dis ovah yore 
face [ d emons trates ] ,  ' cause somep in wil l  come th rough dire c t ly b ig [ as ] a cow an ' 
SC'i:lre yo ' to death . "  S aid , "Ah have t o  dress yo ' wit dis heah s tu f f  to keep yo ' 
from b eing s cared . "  

[For another examp l e  of a doator curing a per s on of f ear , see No . 16 . ]  
(And where d id he put it , over your fa'ce like that ? )  
Oil - s ome kind o f  o i l [hoZy oi Z - oil the doator had b le s s ed ] . 
(He rubb ed it over your face? ) 

Yassuh , he ' d taken an ' j es '  rub i t  ovah his face j es t  1ak dat an ' h i s  hands , 
yas suh . An ' s o  dis fellah go b ack to d igg ing . 

S o , wel l  it looked dat - he come b ack ' g in an ' he pu t dat needle b ack d er e  
' g in and i t  p ointed and draw righ t  up under dere where dat b lock was . An '  dat ' s  

wher e de money was under dat b lo ck ,  but chew see , we couldn ' t gi t to i t . So he 
got a wagon axle and s tuck d own in dat ground where dat money was bur ied , an ' 
c overed it up , an ' tole de fellah , s ay , "We are coming b ack . " Jes ' 1ak dat . But 
ah b e lieve he doub le-cross me . S ee . He went to work den and d e  f e l lah t o le him , 
said , "Ab ' ll burn de hous e down" - see - " an ' le t  chew know . Ah ' l l s t ay in touch 
wi t chew s o  yo ' kin g i t  to dis here s tuff . "  See . 

He s ay , "Yes , ' caus e yo ' git good pay if yo ' do dat - yo ' won ' t los e  nuthin ' . "  
S o  we never did g o  back . 
S o  we wen t to de other place where d e  money was gived to me - see , de money 

g ived tuh me twi ce . An '  we wen t to de o ther p lace an ' we couldn ' t  git up to it 
' cause dere s ome whi t e  folks s taying dere , yo ' see , an ' we couldn ' t  t alk tuh ' em  
1ak we wanted - t o ,  so we wou ldn ' t  b ring it up ata11 - j es '  wait till dey move out . 

( Th is root doator , did you give him any money or any thing ? )  
Didn ' t g ive h im a p enny - h e  wou ldn ' t  ch arge me nu thin ' - an ' de expenses cost 

him ' round about $12  ' cause' we made two trip s down dere .  But he didn ' t  charg e me 
a penny - g ive me a l l  ah wanted to eat , an ' ah ' s wandering why he did dat . Oat ' s  
why ah f igured he doub le-cros sed me . He wen t b ack an ' got i t .  [ S t . Petersburg , 
Fla . , (995 ) , 16 10 : 1 . ] 

427 . (The Rev . Young is g oing to tell his s t ory again ab out his experience 
in New Orleans . )  [The preceding words are not for Mr . Young wh o heard them , 

but f or the concealed mi croph one - a not a t ion 
PROFE SSOR FRANK OF NEW ORLEANS to remind me later that his s tory the p receding 

day had not b een well r ecorded . My p revi ous 
knowledge o f  his adven ture is the reason why I c an p romp t  the rerecording . ]  

Th i s  man was named S co t t  - that lived at Moundvi lle , Alab ama - an ' he came to 
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New Orleans and was s topp ing at de Chicago Hotel , run by a man by the name of A .  
O .  Smith on d e  corner o f  [name began with P ]  and Lib erty S treets . He come to 
New Orleans to see one of these wi zards as they call them [never so cal led ] , 
or either fortune-tellers or hoodoos ,  and he was talking to the proprietor , Mr .  
Smith , relative to having s omeone who knew New Orl eans who would t ake him around . 
He [ Smi th ] told him he knew a young man who was in s chool at Leland Univers ity , 
and that he would pos s ib ly be there and that he was j us t  the man he was looking 
for . So , while they were talking , I happ ened up that afternoon . 

I s imp ly happened up and Mr .  Smith s ays , "Here ' s  the very man we was talking 
about"  - introduced me to him and said , "This is Mr . S cott from Moundville and 
he wants to go wi th someone who knows New Orleans , to go about with him .  1 1  Well , 
firs t thing he explained the nature of his bus iness t o  me , and said whatever ah 
charged him f or mah time , he would give it to me . He was looking for a man that 
would help him to  find some money that was suppos ed to be buried on his premis es ,  
on his property . 

The first th ing he wanted to do was to f ind him s ome of those barrooms where 
he could f ind him some gin , and he claimed that gin was lucky to him , and after 
clearing ab out a quart o f  this gin - drinking it - why we went round s ight-s eeing 
in New Orleans and visited a deal of p laces up until about pos s ib ly t en-thir ty or 
' leven ' c lock that night . Then we went out , way out B ienville - near Ga1vers 
Street - way out - seventy- five b lo cks away , pos s ib ly - way out in New Orleans , 
way out to Bienville Street - dat ' s  about two b locks from Canal S treet , parallel 
to Canal Street . We got out there , ah suppos e ab out ten-th irty or ' leven ' clock 
and knocked on a door and dey - mostly all downtown houses in New Orleans have 
dese b linds and shutters , and d e people is very supers titious - it ' s a very hard 
matter to find anyb ody round New Or leans . I f  you knock on a person ' s door and 
dey ' ll ask you who you looking for and somet imes you ' s  t alking to dis par ty , and 
dey won ' t answer you . And if  dey are somewhere else in de house dey ' ll call ' em  
and perhap s yo ' gone , and if you wanta see dat person perhaps they ' ll call you 
back .  

S o  [b efore ] we went in and - h is wif e  said , "Oh , sure i t ' s  you , Percy ? 1 I Ah 
said , "Yes . "  She s aid , " Come on in . "  Ah s aid , I IAh got company ,  someone to see 
Pro fessor Frank . " She s ay ,  "Why he ' s  in bed as leep . 1 I Ah s aid , "Well , this is 
rather important and I would be  g lad should you call him . " She say , "All right . "  

So she went and called Professor Frank and he came out dres s ed in a very 
gorgeous robe , seem ' ly made of red velvet and larg e arms - had a cap on same as 
that which a priest wears , and had dis man to come and kneel . 

[ Since I did not ask for a description of this cap "same as that which a 
pries t wears , "  I evidently as sumed that it would b e  a b iretta rather than a 
zuc che tto and that the color would be b lack ; this ar ticle and color being more 
acces sib l e  to him at a Roman Catholic religious shop . But I had not yet vis ited 
New Orleans and had much to learn - the aap was prob ab ly red . ]  

De room was lighted wi th two large candles on either side of the mant lepiece -
red candles - de carpet on de f loor was red , and then they had a large altar over 
in de corner . I t  seem to set the room off  katycornered , and there was a stool 
[pr ie-dieu ] by which a man could kneel down upon as th e peopl e do in s ome of the 
churches to pray . This man knelt down on this s t ool and he told him to put his , 
right hand on hi s heart and his lef t  hand on a b ook which was suppos ed to be the / 
S ixth and Seventh Books of Mos es of wi tchcraf t and supers tit ion . Then he mumb1e�/ 
s ome words , turned his back to dis man and looked up as in meditation and mumb led 
something and turned and told him dat he would seek wha t he was 100kin ' fo ' .  

This altar I didn ' t  describ e  it as I had yes terday - the rob e  [ frontal ] on de 
al tar was o f  deep . dark red velvet with fringe all round and worked wit gold and 
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various colors of stars , and de moon . It  had a large gold and silver horseshoe 
mingled with s eem ' ly various colors - ivory . 

(You spoke o f  that awning [his word ] being held up ,  yes terday . )  
Yes , this awning [ canopy ] over the altar was caught up right in de center in 

front , seem ' ly by dis hors eshoe and den draped down to a point on either side 
and went almos t round de - in fac t , it covered de altar . This altar was made 
very similar to that of a pulpit - s uppose it was about two and a half or three 
f eet and about eighteen inches wide - something like dat - and he stood with dis 
heavy rob e  on him - this large robe girded round him in fringes on de end . 

( I t  was the kind of a robe that a priest throws around him ? )  
Yes s ir . An d  h e  had the bottom o f  his hand u p  this way - h i s  right hand - he 

was s eat ed in front of a table . Now dis tab le was something s imilar to a living
room or a parlor room mahogany tab le ,  s eem ' ly ab out four feet poss ib ly and about 
eighteen inches in width , very heavy carved , de legs - I didn ' t  say dat yes terday 
but it was large ole ant ique furniture . On this table was a large red covering 
with fring es that went up and down in the center . I t didn ' t  exactly cover the 
tab le .  On this tab le was a large  reading lamp with a shade seem ' ly p rob ab ly of 
gold , and he went b ehind dis table and s i t  down in large reclining revolving 
chair . But before he s at down in this chair - no , af ter he sat down in de chair , 
he pulled out a drawer in dis tab le and got out a kind of pipe - seem ' ly i t  was 
gold - had a l ittle crooked pipe s t em to it [ surely a calabash - my firs t pip e ]  -
got some what we cal l mo ss tobacco or cut-plug - something s imilar to cut-p lug 
tob acco and filled h is p ip e  wi th tobacco continuous ly looking at  this man , who 
sat dere and s eem ' ly hal f out of his wi ts and tremb ling - looked upon dis man as 
s ome supernatural being or s ome man da t was extraordinary - out o f  the ordinary 
person . He continuous ly looked at him searchingly , and dis man would look up at 
him guardedly . Af t er he had filled his pip e  with toba cco , s till  looking at dis 
man , he got out a - out from underneath his rob e  - the rob e  was lined wi th heavy 
satin - ah don ' t think I said that yes terday - he pulled out dis gold match
lighter and some way pushed a spring and out come a b lue flame whi ch seem ' ly had 
some thing e lse in it - resemb led that of ligh tning - still continuously looking 
at dis man . After lighting his pip e , put this cigaret t e  light er out and s tuck 
it back in his pocket . 

He sat down and looked at this man and told him what he came there for . Firs t 
he told him that his mother was dead and that he lived with his father ; that he 
was in a bus ines s and that he was very succes s ful in this bus ines $ , and he had 
a large amount of money and had come to New Orleans lo oking for him and that he 
would find there was heap much money on this p roperty of his buried . S eem ' ly 
it was prob ab ly buried there by the Indians who seem ' ly had formerly owned -
l ived in that settleme�t before it was thickly inhabited or populated . 

(Then he sent you away for the nigh t , didn ' t  he? ) 
Yes s ir . He had us to leave with the  unders tanding that at ten ' c lock de next 

morning he would come back and not say a word to anybody and bring $75  with him , 
which dis man did . We meets at de hotel and de next morning ah b rought him back , 
since he didn ' t  know New Orleans , and we came back - made it  our business to  be 
there exact ly at ten ' clock . Came there and then he took him in his b ack yard . 
They had a rod that resemb les a lightning rod , s omething like a lightning rod . 

(What was the shape of this rod? ) 
Hit was round and at the ends it went down in an inner case and was made s o  it 

went down in an inner case and was made s o  i t would go  up and down at a certain 
length , a certain dep th .  

(Yes terday you said it was like a drill . )  
Yes s ir - it  was like a drill in one end and it was curved like curved wire -
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like a curved ligh tning [ rod ] wire . 
(How long was i t ? ) 
Oh it was poss ib ly - probab ly s ix feet near as ah kin j udg e . 
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And he went in his back yard and had some wires attached to it [ the dril l ]  -
he app arently had these wires [ also at tached ] on de wall of his house [ in ]  back
yard , but it seems he attached them to some other wires connected with , possib ly 
the electric wires , and place this machine out in de middle of de yard . Had it 
to drill itself - worked it a cer tain way that it worked itself down in de yard , 
and s tood o f f  from it , waved his hand like magic and s aid s ome p ecul iar words 
three different times , and then flames of fire like ligh tning flamed up at the 
top of [ this ] rod - f lamed up three different times at de top of th is rod . Well , 
the man as well as mahself , we s tood there amazed b ecause i t  was - well , now you 
unders tand i t . 

We , when we went out of his hous e - dere was a little alley between his house 
and the next hous e - the houses in New Orleans are built very closely together -
went out in the s treet and right in f ront of his home was a gutter .that j es ' 
carries off  the wat er , a ditch , very se ldom cleaned out and there was water in 
it , s topped up - s t agnant wa ter dere most all de time . S tuck dis rod down in de 
wat er , but he never lef t the rod of f the wire as he went through the yard - that 
wire was coils you know . 

(He kep t on to thi s  wir e  - the wire was s t ill attached to the house? ) 
Yes sir - s till attached to the house and he uncoi led i t ·  as he went on through 

the alley and s en t  thi s  same rod - it was made to go down in de ditch of water , 
and said thos e same words he said in th,e b ack yard and waved his hand over this 
wire and then the flames came up seem ' ly out of  the water through this wire . 
Jes ' how it was [ done I ]  don ' t know [ ! ! I ] .  But after that he said to this man 
that regardles s o f  where dis money was buried , if i t  was an old well , if it was 
in water anywhere , or it was on dry land , dis machine would b e  sure to find it . 
And this man gave him the $ 7 5 . He gave him that when h e  f irst  went in the house 
the s econd day . 

And he was to go  to thi s  man ' s h ome at Mo undville , Alabama - thi s  side of 
Tuscaloosa , Alabama , up on de Alabama Great Southern Rai lroad between Meedan [ ? ] 
[Meridian , Missis s ipp i ]  and Tus caloosa [Alab ama ] . And sometime that afternoon 
they lef t  all of a sudden for Moundville wh ere he was supposed to go to find dis 
money . 

(This man went with him? ) 
Yes sir , thi s  man went with h im .  
[As the reader has already suspected , when the p rof essor "waved his hand like 

magic" his wife ins ide the hous e pulled the switch ! ] 
(You were t elling me yest erday about this candle-burning . You said it is very 

pr evalent along the Gulf here and New Orleans to burn candles . )  
[This was s everal weeks b efore I reached New Orleans on my fir s t  trip . ]  

Yes sir . 
(What was your idea about why they burn candles in o ther parts of the country ; 

you told me that yesterday . ) 
Wel l , because de relig ious idea seem ' ly is borrowed from de Catholics who burn 

candles in their rel ig ious ceremonies . A deal of  dese p eop le are p ersuaded , some 
of them are Catholic p ersuasion and some of them belong to the Catholic Church . 
Th ose who do not b elong to the Catholic Church , as the Catholics to some extent / 
predominate along the coas t and in New Orleans , through Mexico , down through 
Central American - these peop l es ideas are molded by their religious worship . 
These supers titious get the idea that they use these candles - they us e highly 
p erfumed candles . 
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(You were telling me ab out the p erfume th ey us e  over there in New Orleans -
what was th at ? )  

Van-van they name it . Th e name is van-van - i t ' s  a h ighly p erfumed powd er 
j es t  a l i t t l e  above th e odor of oil of peppermint - o i l  of cinnamon . I t has a 
wonderful p leas ing effect on peop le who sme ll it . The p eople around New Or leans , 
wh i t e  and b la ck ,  around certain dis tr i c ts us e that in s crubb ing th eir doors t eps 
and houses , and even pouring this van-van wh i ch is very exp ens ive o i l  - perfumed 
oil in the water with wh i ch they s crub their f loors and even sweept o f f  the b rick 
pavement around their doors . They claim that it b r ings good luck . Ra cehors e men 
and racehorse women who p lay lot s  on racehorses are known to use this perfume 
grea t ly on their cloth es . I t ' s  a very frequent th ing to meet p eop le with the ir 
clothes h igh ly p er fumed wi th th is van-van odor . 

(You were t elling ab out the women in the fast hous es ; do they use that in some 
way? ) 

Yes s i r  - very much s o . How do they use that ? They us e it p er fumed in their 
bath water - they us e it als o in having their maids t o  s crub th eir house s . I t ' s  
also u s ed in these candles . S ome of th ese cand les th at they b urn , th ey are very 
exp ens ive and they ar e per f umed . Th ey burn that cand le and practica lly shut that 
room up practica lly all day . Well , every th ing in da t hous e is perfumed wi th dat 
incens e or wha t ever they call i t . 

(What do they do that for? ) 
Tha t b r ings luck - that makes dem very succes s ful or lucky , and nine times out 

of t en luck comes thei r way . 
[Af ter my informant left , I comment to the mi crophone . ]  
(Thi s i s  the Rev . Mr . '  Young telling some of the thing s he told me yes terday -

I j us t  wanted to make sure I got them down . )  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 9 16 : 10-9 19 : 4 . ]  
428 . (Have you he ard of candles in your work ? )  
Candles ?  Yes s ir - dat ' s  goin ' out on hidden treasure . 
( Hidden t reasur e? Now , can you locate hidden treasure for s omeb ody? ) 
Y es s i r . 
(Well , how i s  

men ts and things 

DOCTOR WASHINGTON 
OF 

CHARLESTON 

that supposed to b e  done -
o f that sort ? )  

loca ting hidden treasure wi th ins t ru-

I kin call de sp irit and let him show me where i t  is . Tha t 
spir it shou ld work dat e Ah ' ve got a compas s  - da t ' s  from-de 
catalog • • •  

[ The recording i s  b ad here and there but my comment s give the 
sens e of what is los t . ] 

(You have to g e t  in t ouch with the owner spirit and the spirit will find the 
treasure - th e spirit will get in touch wi th the watchman . The [ owner ] spirit 
wi ll f ind [ loca t e ]  the treasure and then you can do s ome thing . )  

(You get them by giving them whiskey? How do you do that ? )  
Well , those kind o f  people wasn ' t  no thing b ut a drunk all dey life , you know 

that . 
( For f inding the treasure? ) 
Yes sir , you git de b ades t man in de world to do da t - don ' t  want no good 

quie t Chr is tian mind t o  do dat - de b ades t kind , one who was ·  • • •  

(Whom do they put to guard that tr easure? ) 
We ll , dey t akes me and my charac ter - dey know i t .  Dey rai s e me and dey know 

I don ' t  min ' killing and don ' t  care f er God nor man , and don ' t  care ab out dying 
dead , don ' t  care ab out dying , and let ' em  ki ll me . Dey will take me ovah to dat 
tree y onder and make me dig a hole dere . All righ t , gimme s ome corn-crazin ' 
drink [whiskey ] and show me how to do it . And I gits me how to do . All righ t , 
dey b r ing dat [money ] s a f e  out dere in a ole car t , a ra1e [ r eal ] one , pulling and 
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carryin ' ,  and set it on down dere . Dey ' ll set de ches t in dere [ the hole ] .  , All 
right , dey ' ll set nails in dere . NOw, dey mus t call living people fer guardin' . 
Dey s ay to me - my name might b e  Washing ton [it is Was hingt on ] . 

"Well, list en , Was hington .  Well now, we g oin' of f to  [do something else ] ,  so  
don' t leave [un til we  return ] . "  

Dat ' s  whacha call de sandman [get ting ready to  put you to s leep ] .  Many people 
don' t know what  de sandman is. 

[ This . is a mock burial . Washington, made drunk , b elieves he is wat ching a 
dead body , not money . ]  

"Lis ten, Washington , as you live and die, dis here body dat 1ayin' b efo' you 
and you got ' a  be g ood to dem o Hasn ' t  we b een good to you?" 

"Yes sir." 
"Well , has y ou b een 1is tenin ' to your bos s or your missus ? "  
"Yes sir . "  
"Have you done make a vow? Raise your han' on your heart . "  
"Yes s ir . "  
"Over your other ann . "  
"Yes s ir ." 
"You swear by all de Great Good and God dat you ' ll mind dis b ody until de 

Resurrection Mawnin ' and hear dat you do? " 
"Yes sir . "  
Bam !  Den I' m shoot chah . I' m right b ehin' yuh and shoot yuh, and walk dere 

and cut my [your ] throat, and dey got somethin ' dere to ketch de b lood and rub s  
it all ovah dat casket . 

(That the money is in . )  
All ovah dat caske t - rub ' em all over it. And den the - the other par ty will 

come quickly and s eal me up jes t like a wall - righ t in dere and I ' m  guardin ' -
nob ody kin git dat money . But you go t ' a  mind me . 

(You got ' a  manage the spirit ? )  
You got' a manage my spirit - can ' t git dat money , ' caus e I made a vow . 
Well , I kin go out dere  and stay dere like dat a I go out dere on de full of 

d e  moon - t' ree days befo' de moon rise and t' ree days after he ris e  - no one 
around . T' ree days after you r is e  and t ' ree days before it going to b ed - dat ' s  
on de  full of moon - t' ree days  b efore de full and t' ree days after de full . All 
righ t - ah got it rig ht .  

T' ree days af ter you rise and d e  new moon come out - t ' ree days after de moon 
is full - when de moon is full up to tiptop - then I g o  to work and git de owner . 
You got ' a  git to someb ody - g ot ' a find out ab out it. Then I question her . And 
what I done question her [ about ] and s he done [tell ] me that how she come by de 
money. 

I takes her with me and I makes her go and git me four hens . Out' a de four 
hens, one mus t b e  a rooster, and I want ev' ry drop of de b lood out of him, ev' ry 
one little drop - cut him neck o f f  and ket ch de b lood - and a drop from each one 
of dem o Dat' s a ceremony . Let ' em ke t ch de b lood and put dat b lood aside . 

Then you ' ll pick dat hen and when you done picking , you gut ' em and have 
another basin and you ketch all de b lood that drip ; every thin , that drop , ketch 
it - dat blood, ketch it . All right, dat two b lood ain ' t it . De third blood, 
when y ou wash it, ket ch that. That three jahs [ jars ] . "Father, Son and Holy 
Ghos t "  - t hat mas t er d e  world, dat work dat man with de trunk [ tr easure ches t ] .  
If you ain' t got dat [guardian ]  you go t no busines s [ hunting b uried treasure] . 

(That ' s  the spirit that man is looking for ? )  
Dat what h e  looking for and dey ain' t one out ' a  hunderd can ' t [ can ] git it . 

Oh, ye ah . Good God dat what he died wit [ the buried money] . Dat ' s  what dey done 
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when dey done dat to me [ killed him in his i llus trat ion ] . But g i t  dos e three 
things . 

Now , when you do dat , now nob ody know - half p in t  a '  li quor - there ' s  at leas t 
a quar t , at leas t . For four-f ive days g o dere fer drinking water and g i t  s ome 
your s e l f  - carry hal f  a gallon . All right , don ' t  dr ink a drop t i l l  you git dere . 
S e t  your compass - dat ' s  one way , g o  on de compas s , let d e  compas s pull you and 
you goin ' call de sp irit ou t wit it , and g o  back [ and ] git de th ing r i gh t . Jes t 
lak I was dere - I go dere and t ake two drinks of l iquor , s crew de j ar down tigh t  
and I point eas t , south , north , wes t  and t ' row d e  b ot tle ovah my h ead and let d e  
b o ttle fall and wher ever d e  b o t t le fall I g o  righ t d e r e  and pi ck i t  u p  and p our 
j es '  ab out dat mu ch [ whiskey ] on de g round - ab out as much as I dr inkin ' - dat 
g o in ' in de sand now . I wait ab out thir ty minu t es and I ' m going call , "He-ey , 
S amuel [ a  name for th e  devil ] .  Samuel , watchman on de wat ch , g ive me de h our -
he-ey , S amue1 . "  And wh i ls t  you is talking ,  looking r igh t at de p lace , he and I 
be f o o l in ' , wa lking up and down by de place , like dat - righ t  on down . I go der e 
and I make a ring [ c ircle ] . I done all of my working in dat way . All r igh t , den 
I take dat b lood - des e t ' ree kind o f  b lood - I s e t  one eas t , I s e t  one wes t , and 
I s e t  one s outh and leave nor th o f f ; leave a door open dere fer h im to come out . 
And r ight der e down take a s aucer - thr ee s au cers . P our s ome o f  dat whi skey in 
i t  - each s aucer . Broke a egg and turn in each one of dem [ s aucers ] and se t  ' em 
on de th�ee corne�s of de wo�Zd. And I g o in '  in dere [ the circl e ]  and I go t o  
work . 

B efore goin ' to work [ f or clien t s ] I go th rough the ceremony the same as th is 
[ one des cribed ] .  I talk my ' g reemen t over - what dese f our peop le ag ree on ' fo '  
dey le f t  my home . And I ' m looking righ t  at one fellah al l de t ime . I lookin ' a t  
him , at d a t  one f e llah and talkin ' to him .  

Di s man had come t o  me on Monday gone [ las t Monday ] ,  on the 1 7  or the 18 , and 
he done ' clare [ declared ] t o All Great and Good God that th is [ dead ]  man done 
[ g ive th e treasur e ] t o h im .  I h op e  and trus t th at she wi l l  s t and by h im and have 

h im and whats omever dere [ in the hole ] . 
[ The woman in the preceding paragraph is mentioned earlier - th e woman to whom 

owne� spirit or gua�dian spi�it had g iven the t r eas ure , the woman who s upp lied 
three hens and one r oo s ter . S ince she was unab le to parti cipate in th e dang erous 
work of digging up the treasure , she with the s p ir i t ' s  consent chos e a man to act 
as her proxy . I mus t  add - to emphas i z e  the dang er involved - that Washing t on 
had come t o  me in a tr easure-s e eking mood , having t aken a f ew dr inks of moonshine 
whiskey from his screw- t op j ar .  Af t er he left me , h e  and a docto� wai t ing for me 
got into the alter cat ion des cribed elsewhere - s ee Washing t on in Ind ex . ] 

He ' s  not ' t oxica ted now , but he s oon wi l l  b e . 
[Who? Prob ab ly the gua�dian spi�it or watchman . ] 
[Docto� Wash ing ton exor cises - preaches t o  the watchman 's  spi�it through the 

owner spi�it 's  voice : ] 
"Dis b ody b e ' d  [was ] laid down here through de s and [ sancbnan ] ceremony . We 

come to take up dis b ody by and th rough d i s  ceremony , and we f ind no harm in him 
or anyth ing , as I have known dat man in de f l esh of h i s  shap e . "  

And he ' d  [ owne� 's spi�it would ] w�lk up to him [gu�dian spi�it or watchman ] 
and p o int [ ou t ] da t man to me p e rs onally , and I would ' cus e [ excus e ] dat pers on 
direc tly I s ee h im - t alking like you ' d  talk to man you wanta s ave . 

[ The p receding r i t e  at the buried treasure s i t e  is the sancbnan ce�emony in 
r ever se . The watchman or gua�dian spiri t of the t r easure - once an evi l  man , 
now a dangerous spirit - can not b e  killed a s econd time ; h e  mus t b e  tri cked o r  
mollif ied in s ome manner i f  t h e  treasur e  is to b e taken f r om h im .  Once again he 
mus t  be made drunk ; the whiskey being poured on the gr ound wh ere he can ab s orb 
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i t s  liquid or fume s . To show good f e llowship , Doator Washing t on drinks with the 
spirit . Then , us ing owner spiri t 's  voice , Washing ton proclaims , I IWe come t Q  take 
up dis b ody (honorab le burial is intended) • • •  we find no harm in him . 1 I Even t o  
s ay th e words n o  harm mag ically reduces the p os s ib i l i ty o f  harm . Meanwh i le , that 
half-gallon of whiskey has a t t r ac ted other sp ir i t s , but fortunat e ly owner spirit 
now appears in person - t aking his voi ce cal led h im up - and ident ifies watahman 
f or the doator . The lat ter a c t  aut oma t i cally relea s e s  watahman from h i s  oath to 
guard the t r easure . Doator Washing t on ,  now returning t o  hi s own voice , begins 
ta lking like you ' d  ta lk to ( a )  man you wan ta save . He ' auses ( excus e s )  watahman , 
ab s o lves him from h is wicked human li fe ; h e  excus es ( r elieves)  him immediately of 
h i s  treasur e-wat ch ing dut i es . S o  res t ored and released , watahman comes up int o 
th e magic circle , g oes out the g at e , and d i s appears forever . We will fail to 
under s t and th i s  r i t e  unles s we rea l i z e  tha t  a g i fted doator - we shall meet many 
s imila r ones - i s  a mas t er of sp irits . ]  

[ They now b e g in to dig . ]  
I ' s ign [ as s ign ] you [ p roxy and help er s ] de work , all de work [ of dig g ing ] . 
And by t ime I g o es down dere [ in t o  the f inished h ol e ]  - g o  down dere - don ' t 

f ind nothin ' but a so lid p iece of s t ee l  or a s o lid p iece of i ron . L o t ' a  t ime I 
g o  down dere and f ind j ewelry , nothin ' but all s i lver - old spoons , s i lver forks , 
s i lver wa t ch . [ Ch arles ton , S .  Car . , ( 509 ) , 5 7 0 : 5 . ] 

THE HAG 

WI TCH IN HAG FORM 

[As in the preceding sub s e c t ion spirits Guard Buried Treas ure , here a ls o  we 
h ave a sub j ec t  in wh i ch doators are very much inv o lved - s e e  margin- t i t l e  Witah
riding and Doators at end of thi s  sub s e c t i on . ] 

[What is a h a g ?  An elderly root doator in Savannah , Georg i a , s ays : "De h ag 
is a ha ' nt ,  a sp iri t . Dere ' s  two o f  ' um  ( two kinds of hag s ) . One o f  ' um is 
comin ' s o  y ou can ' t  s leep in de nigh t - dat ' s  ha ' nt s , dat ' s  a h a ' n t ( sp ir i t  o f  
a dead person) . An '  ano ther one is a h a g  - a h ag i s  a living p ers on ; dey ' ve 
b e comes a h ag , dey dea l s  with de dev i l . " ] [ Quot a t ion from my int erview g iven 
la t er - O ld Man� R. D . � No . 540 . R. D.  = Root Doator; parenthes e s  are m ine . ] 

[ The p r eceding s p ir i t  of the dead ei th er come s of i t s  own accor d  t o  wor ry 
s ome one a t  nigh t (see No . 535) o r  is s ent , usua l ly b y  a doator (No . 7 7 ) . I t  is 
occasionally called Jaak Mu latta (No . 10 7 ) , a t erm approximat ing Jaak-mu- Za ' t '  
or Jaak-ma- lantren , a corrup tion of Jack-o ' - lant ern (No . 128-136) - lant ern 
pronounced lantren or latren by uneducat ed Negroes and Wh i t es . Jaak MU Zatta� 
a hag or wit ch carrying a ligh t at nigh t , is ident i f ied wi th Jack-o ' -lant ern 
(No . 436) .  T raveling ligh t s  are s ome t imes sp iri t s  of th e dead ( Nos . 121-12 7  
and s e e  Ligh t s , mys t erious , in Index) . O f ten a sp ir i t  o f th e dead is s ent in 
a whirlwind (No . 14 2 ) . A doator can also send a dre ss ed animal t o  wi t ch-r ide a 
p er s on ( N o . 200 ) . ]  

[ The pre ced ing wi t ch , th e old man ' s  living pers on s o ld to the d evil - who h ag 
r i d e s  and cas t s  s p e l l s  and cures - is a l s o  called a wi tah-hag (No . 462) ; a reas on 
for des cr ib ing her or h im in the sub d ivis ion t it le as Wi tah in Hag Form. ] 

4 29 . Dey s ay a wi tch i s  a ole woman - s ay i t ' s when a woman lives t o  b e  year s 
old an ' s ay sh e  takes , g i t s  t o  whare she ' ll come out ' er h ide . She ' ll come out 
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' er skin , s ay at night wh en she g i t s  r eady t o  go out t o  do her devilmen t ; say 
she ' ll g i t  ou t ' er hide an ' then s he ' ll g o  out necked wi th 

WITCH RIDES P ERSON dis heah skin o f f  ' er e  S ay den , when she go out , s ay she 
kin go thr ough yore keyhole anywhares - j ump in de keyho le 

an ' come in t o whare yo ' is . When she come in dey s ays she come in t o  y o ' by 
night , and she ' s  one of dese thing s then whut chew call - dey don ' t  us e a man 
a t  night . Make y o ' have nigh tmares , yo ' know . S ome t ime dey nature g i ts s o  high 
t ill dey j es ' - at night , dey dreamin ' yo ' know . Dat ' s  a w i t ch - s ay dat ' s  whut 
she ' s  doin ' at n ight when sh e comes into yore hous e .  [ S t . P e tersburg , Fla . , 
( 1014) , 1641 : 10 . ] 

430 . A wi t ch i s  s ome th ing that comes t o your bed a f t er you lay s down and he 
r ides you . You can ' t  sp eak either when he g e t s  on you , they s ay . They j us t  r ide 
y ou t i l l  they b r ing you t o  nothing . You g e t so p oor you can hardly l ive . You 
can ' t  holler . You th ink you are holler ing but you ain ' t s aying any thing . S ome 
peop le call them nigh tmar es now . Dey t ell me , th at i f  they once s t ar t  a f t er you , 
it ' s  hard t o  b r eak them of f . [ O ld P o int Comf or t ,  Va . , ( 2 1) , Ed . ] 

431 . I knew a man that use t o  b elong to this chur ch , Tyr ee [ Afr i can Method i s t  
Ep is copa l ]  Chur ch [ j us t out o f  Ber l in , Mary land ] .  I t  was h i s  mother-in-law .  She 
was one of thes e wi t ches . So she go t  him in kin ' a  poor health , the way he told 
the s t o ry .  Some one t old him t o  cat ch her when she was riding him . When you are 
in b ed a s l eep they get on you and b e ar on you . They r ide hor s es t o o  and tang le 
the manes . And s o  he caugh t his mo ther -in- law , s o  he t o ld me . Af t er th at sh e 
came to s o  she couldn ' t  t a lk , and j us t  na t ch ' ly p ined away . She talked r ound -
you couldn ' t  under s t and her - unt i l  she died . Some call that nightmare .  [ Tyree 
Chur ch , Md . ,  ( 1 2) , Ed . ] 

4 3 2 . Mah s t epmother t old a s t ory o f  her father an ' a wi t ch . Her fathe r  went 
to sleep - h e ' d  o f t en hear d  tha ' chew kin ke t ch wit ches if yo ' put a B ib l e undah 
yo ' haid - s o  he p laced the s i f t er an ' s ome mus tard s eed down b e s i des the b ed an ' 
he went t o  s l eep . The wi t ch tr ied to lure him t o  s leep , he said , but j es ' ab out 
d e  t ime dat she thought he was as leep she s t ar t ed to do s ome th in g to him and he 
g r abb ed her ; an ' immed iately when he ho ller ed fo ' his mother tuh come an ' b r ing 
a ligh t , she vanished out of his hands . Ah don ' t  know how but th at ' s  all she 
t o le me . [ St .  P e t er sb urg , Fla . , ( 1005 ) , 16 2 1 : 5 . ]  

4 3 3 . They say when they catch dem [wit che s ] i t ' s noth ing b ut a bunch of r ags . 
Dey turn into snake s and turn int o  a squich [ s creech ] owl . A man told me he 
catch her and he hollered f or his wif e to b ring the light , and i t  turned into 
a snake and s l ipped out o f  his hand . My uncle , he was laying in b e d  and de wi t ch 
p i t ched r ight on de foot of de b ed . And when he drawed his foo t up to kick her , 
den she le f t . The wi t ch looked j u s t  lak a li t t le s quich ow l .  Dat was in s lavery 
time her e . [ S t . Jame s , Negro community near Pocomoke C i ty , Md . , ( 102) , by h and . ]  

4 3 4 . My mother was in bed , my mother and f ather had gone t o  bed , and mo ther 
was making a funny nois e like th ey do when they try to get their b r eath . And my 
f a ther saw thi s  old wi tch leaning over my mo ther . And my father knew i t  wa s  her . 
They called it riding her . S o  he j ump ed up and grabb ed her . He s aw h er . She 
looked like herself but she was not as vis ib le . And my father s a i d  sh e chang ed 
j u s t  as qui ck . Sh e turned into a leather s t rap and s lipped thr ough his hand . 
He s t ood th er e ho lding the s t rap . [ An  int ere s t ing l i t t l e  do cumen t - a man wi th 
s t rap in hand s t and ing over s leep ing wif e ! ] [ New York City , ( 1 ) , by hand ; Gas ton 
Co . , N .  Car . , 1890 . ]  

435 . I know a woman once who was a fami Zar hag . She g o t  mad wi th me becaus e 
I was g o ing to see another woman and wouldn ' t  look after her . S o  she t old me one 
day , "I am g o ing t o  g e t  even wi th you . " S o  I t o ld ' er i t was all r i gh t , that 1£ 
she was t o  monk [monkey ] with me I would shoot ' er e  She t o ld me that I couldn ' t  
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shoot ' ere So I said, "All right, you jus t  try i t . "  S o aft er I had been over to 
my g irl ' s hous e , you know, I went over to my bat�h. And after going home I had a 
chain on my door . Jus t as I undres sed and went to bed I heard de chain rattle on 
my door and I wasn ' t  a bit  sleepy at that minute . After I got my clothes off  I 
sat on the b ed , I lit my p ip e  and began to  smoke . As I smoked I b egan to get 
drowsy . Den I saw the door open and I saw de form of dis woman walking in . She 
came to me and used the expression by saying , "Shish, shish . "  And when she got  
close to me I fell as leep . When I fell  asleep she j ump ed right on top of  me  and 
she rode me perilous and i t  was all I could do to catch her by the thumb , but 
hold her I could not . And when she got away from me I woke up immediately and 
she was g one . [ Hampton, Va . ,  (27) , Ed . ; near Hamp t on , 1918 . ]  

436 . Way peop le go [travel ] ,  call a hag - ya ' evah hear dat ?  
( Yes, yes . What do they d o  about that?)  
And [a  hag ] goes out  fishing - [ sh e ]  open de light [old- time dark lantern] -

j es t  like a torch [when lant ern opened ] and a man said one day he coming in de 
night - it was dark - an ' he saw de light opening and he take out a knife - new 
s teel knif e and he hold 'em on i t . 

(He p oint ed this knife toward this ligh t . )  [See No . 517 . ] 
An '  de woman came direct up to him out de pond [where she had been fishing ] -

out de wood . He say , "Who dat ?  You ? " It say, "Yes . "  He say ,  ''Whatchu doin ' 
heah?" It s ay ,  "Ah." 

It ' s  a woman - ole woman - she said, "Don ' t  t ell nobody [see "Shish , shish" in 
No. 435 ] . "  An' s oon dat mornin ' he come and tell my mo ther . Say he s eed a hag 
las t night - s o it was s o . 

(What was she supposed to be?)  
She a hag . 
(And when she goes around she looks like a ligh t ? ) 
Yeah . 
(LIke a Jack-o ' -lant ern?) 
Yah - dat ' s  it . 
(Oh , a hag is a jack-o ' -lantern? ) [ Travels like a j ack-o ' -lantern - see my 

comment at b eg inning of this sub section . ]  
Yeah . 
( Then that ' s  true? ) [ I  repeat his 80 it was 80 . ]  
Yeah, dat ' s a fac ' and if i t  came to yo ' house today and yo ' want prove it , 

yo ' d  take yo ' broom and put it to dat door, cross de door - he ' ll nevah go out 
de door today , he ' ll take up dat b room before he go out der e .  I ' ve seed dat . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , ( 543 ) ,  677:2. ] 

437 . (Wh en a person wakes up in the morning ?) 
Yeah - it ' s  jes ' kinda 1ak a mu cus in de corners of de mouth . 
(And it comes from the mouth?) 
Uh-hum . 
(And they say that ' s  the effect of what ? )  
It  i s  de after ef f ect of  d e  hag ridin ' yo ' through dat night . 
[ The informant had jus t made this b rief statement while my Telediphone was 

switched off . This is a lab orious attempt to ob tain a repetition. ] [ Sumter ,  
S .  Car. , ( 1 344a) , 2327 : 1 4 . ] / 

438 . Now ,  I wi ll tell you s omepin that's a coincident [co incidence b ecause / 
I had j us t  asked ab out wi tch-riding ] .  I t  ac tually happened to me las t week 
[ Augus t 19 3 6 , at Atlantic Hotel, Ocean City, Maryland , where my wife and I were 
s t aying whi le I collected hoodoo] . I was as leep one morning . I don ' t know 
whether I was dreaming or what happened , but I j umped and fell on the f loor and 
I bus t ed my knee . I thought a rat was riding me . After falling on the f loor I 
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tried to go out of the room and then I awoke. It must have been a nightmare or 
a dream or somepin. I really busted my knee. I found the rat wasn't there. � 
don't know whether I was doing somepin and somebody was riding me or not - that 
somebody was getting it back on me. I don't know anything in particular to 
account for it. [Ocean City, Md., (18), Ed. Informant was a young man who 
had graduated recently from a large high school in North Carolina.] 

[More examples of hag-or-witch riding will be found in the following margin
titles. ] 

439. I knew of an old man and he used to live at northwest Berlin [Maryland] 
and he was alone, and a woman stayed with him keeping house. And so she used to 

watch him at night and she said he would go to an old 
WITCH TAKES OFF HER SKIN wooden chest, and she would play that she was asleep, 

and he would go to de chimney, a old fireplace chimney 
and outten he would go up de chimney. She said she would lay there and sometimes 
would drop off to sleep for an hour or two. After awhile she would hear somepin 
scuttering. Down the chimney then he would come and go to this old box. [Tyree 
Church, Md., (12), Ed.] 

440. The old people tell this, that they [witches] take something, put on de 
hand and rub under their arms, went and smoothed it back of the chimley and say, 
"Mount devil and fly." And out their skin dey went. [Fredericksburg, Va., (65), 
by hand.] 

441. He [informant's father] use to say that he heard that before they 
[witches] go out to do their mischief, that they would take a ole grease and 
grease all over. They kept the grease in a gourd - the big gourd for drinking. 
[Wilmington, N. Car., (158), 152:1; informant Carrie [Mrs. Gavin], in whose house 
I interviewed at Wilmington, was a sister of Julia in No. 1.] 

442. An' they went tuh work - yes, if dey wanted tuh ketch de hag. An' they 
went tuh work and sit at his hour. Dey got [discovered] his hour he comes in to 
do his work and dey sit where he comed in, caught his triak - he'd git out of his 
skin [getting out of his skin was his triak]. 

Dey went tuh work after he come out of his skin, in order to ketch him so dey 
would know whether it was de man who was haggin' de people. [This is the only 
time I heard the verbal form of hag.] They took salt an' peppah an' put it in 
his skin, and when he come back an' pick up his skin - started to go back in it, 
it would burn him. He had a way of sayin', "Skin, skin, do yo' know me? Skin, 
skin, do yo' know me?" An' dey say his skin would crawl right back ovah his body 
an' he'd become all right. 

But the folks caught him with his triak by putting peppah an' salt in his 
skin, and dey find dat dat wus de man whut was haggin' de people. [Sumter, S. 
Car., (1381), 2352: 1. ] 

443. I often hear people say a witch will ride yo'. Well, some people say, 
"Oh, dat's" [fogyism] - all right. So she goes in de room one night an' put her 
some salt right down by dis boy's bed. All right, an' she takes a little salt 
an' sprinkle it round, yo' know, at de side of de bed lak right along heah where 
yo' got'a git in de bed. An' say dis witch come - when dey git on yo', why dey 
pull off dere skin, yo' know an' git on yo'. See, de witch throwed de skin down 
on de flo' an' when it throwed it down why it got salt on it. When it jumped 
back in de skin, why it make a noise - de salt be burning yo' see an' it couldn't 
git back in de skin. So dey caught dat witch. Said it was a woman right dere in 
town. Said dey caught dis lady an' said de white folks got her an' took her out 
an' burned her. Dat's a real fact. She [who?] tole me about it - dey took her 
out an' dey said dey burned dis lady. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (993), 1605:6.] 

444. Ah've heard dat dere wus a boy travelin' once an' he stopped at a lady's 
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hous e  - some widow wimmins wus s tayin ' out to deyselves , a whole lot of  ' em ,  an '  
so h e  wus 1ayin ' dere an ' h e  heard 'em whi sp erin ' an ' talkin ' roun ' dere an ' he 
gits  up an ' p eeks an ' see whut dey wus doin ' . Dey went up de chim1ey an ' got 
somep in o thah , an '  dey - all three of  ' em or all fa'  of ' em - jes ' put somep in 
on deys e1ves yo ' see , an ' say ,  "Devil, speedily fly . " Yeah s i r , an' said dey 
went right on out an ' dis b oy he got  up an ' done d e  s ame . An ' he went on out 
an' then he found hi sself in de s t ore righ t  whare dey wus . 

We ll , when dey got whut dey wanted , dey s aid de same words an ' dey went right 
back home whare dey come from . An ' dis b oy he said, "Lord, h ave mercy , ah don ' t  
know how ah ' m  goin ' g i t  out ch er e . II An' he jes ' turned right b ack 1ak he wus . 

An ' s o  dey went dere den an ' dey found him in dere an ' he told dem how dey 
done an ' carried 'em an ' showed 'em how dey done , an' dey found deyse1f - dey 
was in dat same store . An '  dey said they burnt them [the wi tches]  up . 

(Where did you hear that s tory ? )  
Ah heard d e  s tory when ab out fif teen yeah old. [Waycross, Ga . ,  ( 107 7) ,  

1745:6 . ]  
445.  Now, yo ' take whut dey used to call de wit ches - yo' take a greas e an ' 

dey ' ll grease deyse1ves all ovah , j es '  like dey g ain ' out tuh do s omepin an ' g it 
clean out dere skin . Well , when dey git clean out dere skin dey ' d  b e  in de  
house ; dey has a word dey s ay, "Round an ' ab out - out de keyhole go. "  Right out 
de keyhole dey ' ll go . Well, dey go on out an ' do whut dey's gon ' a  do an' come 
back . And when dey come b ack , dey' d say de s ame thing , "RQund an ' about de key
hole - out de do ' we go." Well , dey ' d  come back in . When dey ' d  come back in 
dey ' d  git back into dey skin , git in - walk up to de skin , s ay ,  "Skinny , don ' t  
chew know me ? "  An ' dey ' d  jump an ' i f  - now , if a pers on b e  lucky ' nuff, dey ' d  
g it dere befo ' dey git in dere skin an '  take dat skin , den dey couldn ' t git  b ack 
in it.  

( What did the wit ches do - what did the witches used to do? ) 
Well , dey say now , wi tches , dey used to ride hosses . Dey go to a cowpen an ' 

milk cows an ' go in a smokehous e an ' take meat an '  things . Wel l , dey all jes '  
carry dat b ack to dey homes - dey nevah did do nuthin' but jes'  practice dat . 

( Were these men or women? ) 
Mens an ' wimmin . 
(Did the witches do any conjuration at all - or no t ? ) 
Well, dey done a whole lot ' a  dis cunjUPation. Dey claim dat dat ' s  where de 

aunjuration come from - de �itah ar�d. 
(Were you born here in Georg ia?) 
Yes suh , b orn in Georg ia. [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 7 ) , 1774:5 . ]  
446 . There was a wi tch that used to go out every nigh t . She would ride 

diff erent peop l e .  Anyhow , she kep t on riding dif ferent people . After awhile 
someone was smart enough to go to work and ketch up with her . They caught her 
as she come out of her skin and they sprinkled salt into her skin .  And when she 
came in and goes to work to put her skin on , the salt had drawn her skin up . 
And her words was,  "Do wi tch! Do come! Come on skin!" She couldn ' t  get in her 
skin and died.  [Old Point Comfor t , Va . , ( 3 2) ,  Ed . ]  

447 . This is  a s t ory I used to hear my grandmother tell . Ther e was once an 
old witch who used to go  out every nigh t . S o  one nigh t she went out and jumped / 
out of  her skin and left it  hanging on the door . So some of the folks in her // 
hous e s alted it and the next morning she came in late and jumped into her skin 
and it stung her s o  she jumped out and s ay ,  "Lookee here , old skin , don ' t  you 
know me? " And she j umped in again and out again and say , "Lookee here , old skin, 
don ' t you know me? " S o  at las t  it worried her so she died . [Girdletree , Md., 
( 90) , by hand . ]  
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4 48. "If you don't come in, a old witch will catch you ." [This was a warning 
to children when they stayed outside too late at night.] [New York City, (3), 
Ed., in Virginia.] 

449. It was suppose to happen there home in the country. She was suppose to 
be a witch. That was years ago. My father used to tell us about it to scare us. 
I used to be a-scared to look out of the door at night, thought I would see her 
standing there out of her skin. At a certain time in the evening she would go 
about what they called witah-riding. Dem days witah-riding is what we call these 
days stagnation of the blood. Why I said that - when I came out of a operation 
in the hospital I saw about one thousand cats. The cats just clawed me. I woke 
up trying to get away from them cats. This witch would get out of her skin and 
go to somebody's place at night when they were asleep and ride dem. They would 
see things, just lak dem cats I told you about. She did that every night. Some
body said to find out where she lived and go where she lived and put salt in 
their skin. They leave their skin behind when dey go out, get right out of it. 
I don't know how they found out where she lived. When she came back to go into 
this skin she couldn't get in it. They must never let the light [dawn] catch dem 
without being in their skin - they will die sure. She couldn't get into the skin 
and dey say she went down [to the river] and jumped overboard. [New York City, 
( 4 ) , Ed.; Norfolk Co., Va.] 

450. There was a old witch. She said, "I'm gon'a get out of my skin and when 
I come back I will get in my skin." She lifted it right off like this [informant 
demonstrates, putting her hands to her shoulders and taking hold of the skin, 
lifted it off as she would her nightgown]. If you haven't anybody wise enough, 
she can go and stir up trouble. One time when she was out of her skin they put 
salt in it and when she got back she said, "Oopl My skin doesn't know me." She 
couldn't get in it. She died. [New York City, (5), Ed. Informant, 13 when 
Civil War began, said she had heard this story near Woodville, Miss., as a child 
in slavery.] 

451. I've hear'n about one getting out of his skin and couldn't get back in. 
That had been going on for a long time. They had been missing some of the food, 
so they decided they would really watch to see. So this old man came in. They 
said he commenced to shake and shake like that [twisting his shoulders]. They 
said they were a-watching of him and they said he got out of his skin. They 
said he looked to be putting something [grease] on himself. I don't know what 
he put on. And they said when they came to look at him, sure enough, he pull it 
off and laid it aside, then he commenced going all over the pla�e and getting 
ever what he wanted. In the meantime some of them said to put pepper and salt 
in that skin. They said he couldn't get back in. The last they saw of him he 
was saying, "Skin I Skinl Don't you know me?1J That's the last they saw of him. 
Then they left. They were scared to hang around for fear he might do them some 
harm. That's the end of it as far as I know. I was a small child when I hear'n 
that. That was seventy years ago [1866]. [New York City, ( 6), Ed.; near Eliza
beth City, N. Car.] 

452. My grandmother, she knew of a party in this community that were accused 
of being a witch in her day [during slavery]. And this party always denied it. 
And they figured up ever' way to tpiak her. So finally they goes to the stable -
this'll sound so unusual, but of course we had to believe it - and they find dat 
de horse was gone. The horse was gone and there was her [the witch's] hide. 
They taken the hide and they put salt and pepper in the hide and that's how they 
found who the witch was. [Princess Anne, Md., (125), 35:2.] 

453. I've heard the old story about the old lady who went out one night to a 
country fair and coming back home she thought she heard a noise. When she got in 
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the house a witch was there. She saw herself [she herself saw] a witch. She 
looked and she shook and she crooked - and she moaned and she groaned - and she 
couldn't get out of her skin. She looked like she was as tight as a fish in its 
skin. Just at once somebody shook her and she came to her senses and the witch 
was gone. [Fredericksburg, Va., (38), Ed.] 

454. Once upon a time dey said there was an old woman and there was a certain 
family that was always pestered with what they called nightmares or hags. They 
called it hags in those days . Some people would get 'em. It seems it would bear 
on 'em so hard until they would just holler in their sleep. It was called a hag. 
And so, once upon a time , an old woman came and she said to the other woman, "You 
know what you do? You sprinkle salt all around your bed and later on you'll find 
out what that is that's bothering you." So that night the woman sprinkled salt 
all around her bed. She got in her bed. At the usual hour this thing came and 
she got all overpowered with it. She jumped up in her sleep and when she jumped 
up there was a man standing there. And he said, "Skin! skin! You don't know me! 
Skin I skin I You don't know mel" So the woman caught him. And it was some man 
that she knew that was a witch. And he pulled his skin off and laid it down, 
then torment her. When he got ready to put it back on that night, it had salt 
on it and he could not put it back on. They said they caught him and tortured 
him and really destroyed him, because this other witch instructed them how to 
catch him. [New York City, (10), Ed.; Orangeburg Co., S. Car.] 

455. (Did you ever hear that story about the old witch that got out of her 
skin - some old witch got out of her skin or something?) 

Well, yes, I heerd of date They tell me once that a witch used to go through 
the keyhole, get out and go to riding people. They'd get out of dere skin and 
they'd turn round in de room and say, "Round about, round about, and out you go." 
Well, they'd go through de keyhole. And they tell me once that a ole man was 
laying dere - it was chilly, you know, and he happen to watch dis witch. When 
she'd get out of her skin, he slips dere and takes salt and pepper and peppered 
dis skin; you know, filled it full of pepper as he could get it. And after he 
filled it full of pepper, why dis witch come back and went to get in dis skin, 
dis skin would burn her . Well, she was running round dere and she was hollering, 
"Skinny, don't choo know mel Skinny, don't choo know me!" Finally she couldn't 
stand it to get back in her hide, and finally she died. [Norfolk, Va., (466), 
464:1; poot doctop Paul Bowes.] 

456. Dey have some oil what dey grease wit, called witch oil, and dey grease 
wit dat oil and dey stretch demself and dey out dere skin. Den they go through 
a keyhole with a fellow, you know, and have a big time with de skin off 'em lak 
dat; you see, witches. 

Dey say, one time a old lady done dat and a boy saw her done it, and dey tell 
me dey put red pepper all in her skin, and so when she come back dat morning for 
to get in it, to get in her skin, dere was bubbles [?] on her and she couldn't 
get in it, and said she was laying down in de bed raw - all de skin off of her. 
So old master come dere and call her to go to work and she couldn't - wouldn't 
get up, you know. And dey pulled de covers off her and all de skin was off her. 
[Petersburg, Va., (447), 423:5.] 

457. I remember at one time the hags used to ride our horses. A young man 
and I - it was in the summertime in the month of July - we had been out visiting 

and in coming home, its being so hot, we decided to go up in ! 
WITCH RIDES HORSE the barn 10ft to sleep. That was right over de horses stabl�/ 

So we opened both doors [of the 10ft] and there is where we 
laid. So each of us went to sleep. And at one time he was asleep and I was 
awake, and I heard the horses scrumbling in the stable. What was the matter I 
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did not know. So f inally , I got up and went downs tairs in the s tab le , and when 
I got down ther e , the doors was open and the horses were out in the yard running 
to and fro . But what was on the horses I know not . I did s ee that there was a 
little knot upon their manes up around the shoulders . They tie  this knot in his 
mane and use it as stiprups [wit ches' stiprups] and ride it until it drops dead . 
When we go t the hor ses in the s tab le the hors es were all wringing wet . [ Old 
Point Comfort, Va . ,  (27 ) ,  Ed . ;  Norfolk Co . , Va . ,  1 929 . ]  

458 . My father had a grey horse  at home . He b ought him from a very old man 
and this was hi s [the o ld man ' s] riding horse . Ev ' ry morning h e  would find two 
little stiPrups tied in his mane. The horse wouldn ' t  g et fat . Ev'ry morning my 
father would comb that all out nicely. each nigh t when we get through feeding , 
and the next mo rning thos e two lit t le knots would b e  tied in there . You would 
hear th e hor se groaning and groaning at night t ime. Someone told us that the old 
man was riding the hor se and to turn the horse around the o ther way in the s tall . 
Af t er that the hors e go t all right . It was that old man . It was sold in his 
es tate and he didn ' t want anyone to have i t . [ Fredericksbur g ,  Va . , ( 57) ,  Ed . ]  

4�9 .  I had a horse that was real poor with a long mane . I combed that mane 
out every morning . I would get up the next morning and it was all t ied up with 
stippups from witches riding him . It looked like the more I fed him ,  the hor s e  
kep t getting thinner . I to ld him what to do . I told him to go and get h im  a 
broom , drive a nail up behind the s tab le door, hang this broom up there .  If this 
witch comes there , she has to count every s traw in that broom before she can get 
a ride, then day wi ll be on her and she will have to leave. [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . , ( 5 7 ) ,  Ed.] 

460.  Now , I have s een thi s. I can say this . My uncle had a hor s e , a lit t le 
b lack hors e .  He did dray work around the street s , hauling trunks and boxes and 
things for fo lks in town . And I ' ve had him come and show us dat horse  any number 
of mornings . She ' d  be soakin ' wet , hardly could move de next day . And he ' d  show 
i t  to me for the fact and say t o  me , "De wit ches has rode d is hor s e  las t night ."  
And then he has also showed me  her mange [mane ] de next day . It would b e  all 
p1aded [p lait ed] up where they had developed over night . Now ,  what did that ? 

(Was th ere any way to pro tect th e horse?) 
No . De onl y thing , he had hors eshoes s tuck up over de doors . [ Pr incess Anne , 

Md . ,  ( 125) , 36:1.] 
461 . In 187 7 I lived wit a man by de name of  Mr . Charlie B .  My father hired 

me there for carrying water for de women folks and br inging in kindling and s tuff 
for the women. I was eleven years old and a lit t le ways into tw�lve . A man from 
S now Hill by the name of Mr . John S .  - and in that time a hors e  and carriage was 
de fas test way to g et along - he had a bay horse , come to  Mr . Charlie B .  And 
this hors e , one day his mane was all tangled and ming led. And he wanted to lick 
me over i t . Mr . Char lie B. told him , "No , that boy ain ' t  bothered that horse , 
because my horse is so of ten like that when I go to take them out . And I know he 
didn't bother him . "  And he saved that man from cracking me . I f  you want to keep 
the wit ches from tangling them , you nailed a hor seshoe right over the b arn door 
with the points down to keep the witches from r iding the horses . [Tyree Church, 
Md., ( 12) , Ed.] 

462 .  They claim that a witah-hag would go to a stable and g e t  a horse and get 
on his back backwards and come to your hous e and go through the keyhole while you 
were sleeping and ride you to death . That is [now ] called stagnat ion of the 
b lood . [Hamp ton, Va . , ( 25 ) ,  Ed . ] 

463 .  I rememb er one night I was living on a farm a l l  alone . Whilst being 
there , I had b een told that this  p lace was witchy , so I minded it not . So I went 
there to l ive . And after s taying there for a period of time a witch came to my 
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home. And I was told how to capture this witch. So I captured this witch. So 
after capturing this witch I had her on my way to the stable and she turned into 
a horse, a beautiful grey nag. After I put her in the stable, I was so delighted 
with my new horse that I hardly could sleep. I wanted day to come so bad so I 
could go down to the blacksmith shop and have my nag shod all round. So finally, 
the next morning - I stayed all night by her in the stable - and the next morning 
before breakfast I take my nag to the blacksmith shop and had her shod all round. 
After she had been shod I carried her back to the stable and put her up in the 
stable. One of the neighbors round there had taken violently ill. What was the 
trouble, nobody knowed. So they sent for the doctor. The doctor came. I told 
the doctor about my new pony. So I went to the stable to get my nag to show the 
doctor and when I got there de nag was gone. When I heard of this neighbor being 
so sick, deathly ill, I went to see her. And when I went to see her she refused 
to let me look at her hands and also her feet. I persisted on doing that and den 
I got help so I should examine her. After I examined her I found she had horse
shoes on each feet and on each hand. She was deathly tormented with those nails. 
She had den turned to a natural human form. (About 1886 , near Hampton, Virginia. 
This is an example of a folktale told as a personal experience.) [This is my 
comment in 1936 , after informant left room.] [Hampton, Va., (27), Ed.] 

464. I heard of a man, his wife she would go out hag-Pi ding every night. And 
that night when she came in, her husband was in the horse stable when she brought 

the horse in. And when she opened the door he cut her finger off 
WITCH'S RING with the ring and he got that. She would go to the stable and get 

the prettiest white horse he had in there. And when he cut her 
finger off it dropped and he got the ring, she rushed to the house. And when he 
went in she were in bed. Next morning when he got up she had her finger tied up. 
So he asked what was the matter with her hand. She said she cut it. So then 
he asked her where was her ring. And then she said her finger was sore and her 
finger was gone. So then he asked her where was the finger. She didn't know 
where the finger was at. So he taken the finger and ring and showed them to her 
and told her, "This is the ring I gave you. You've been out hag-Pi ding with my 
horse. I were in the stable when you came in. You don't need to worry because 
I'm going to kill you." And he killed her. [Hampton, Va., (31 ) , Ed.] 

465. An old lady one time, her husband had give her a gold ring. She use to 
go out every night witah-piding. So that night when she went out and when she 
got out of her skin, she left her skin laying on the floor. So while she was 
gone her husband came home and he saw this skin on the floor. And he picked it 
up and he recognized the ring on it. So he took the ring off and put it away. 
So when she came that night and was in bed - no, he didn't say anything to her 
that night. So the next morning when he got up he asked her where was the ring. 
She said she had put it away. He told her to go and get it. She never did go 
and get the ring. So finally he asked her at midday to get the ring again. And 
she wouldn't get it. So the next night he asked her again where was her ring. 
And she wouldn't get it. So then he took the ring out of his pocket and asked 
her what was it doing on there with her skin. So he found out that she was a 
hag-pidep. So then he burnt her up. [Hampton, Va., ( 31 ) , Ed.] 

466. Ah heard dat a wumman jumped out de skin an' - it was in slav'ry times -
say, ev'rytime dey'd go out dere yo' see, dey said dere would be a white gyp dog; 
a white dog would be trottin' round all de time, ev'rytime. Said, at last one 
mawnin' dere was a man took a axe an' chunked it at dat dog an' cut one of his 
laigs off - de front laig off. An' dey say dey picked it up an' it turned back 
to a nachur'l han'. An' dey went in an' tole - de han' had a gold di'mon' ring 
on it, an' dey showed it to de marster an' he tole 'em, say, dat look lak mah 
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wife's han', an' dey went in dere an' he tole 'er. "Lemme see yah han' ." An' it 
was her han' [Waycross, Ga., ( 10 7 7 ) , 1 7 45 : 7 . ] 

467.  They said there was some men traveling and they had no place to stay. 
They came to this house. This man told them there was a house there and there 
couldn't nobody stay in it. He give them some matches to make them a fire he 
give them some potatoes and said they could roast them if they wanted to. 

'
They 

made a fire and roasted these potatoes. Something came down the chimley and 
scratched the fire out. They had nerve enough to make the fire again. They 
scratched the fire out again. They decided they wouldn't make the fire again. 
They blowed the light out. They lit the lamp and they blowed that out. They 
said they wouldn't light the lamp again. So they laid down to go to sleep. One 
man watched. After awhile a whole lot of people came in and began to dance. 
Then they went out and brought the card table in and began to play cards. Then 
they went out. And after awhile - this man was still watching - the door flew 
open. He fastened the door and the door flew open a second time. He fastened 
it a third time and the door blew open again. Then he happened to look up and 
this cat had her paw through the door. He said, "Now, I'm going to get that.1I 
He got up and goes around the side of the house and taken his knife and whacked 
off the paw. The ring dropped on the floor. He taken the ring up and put it in 
his pocket. So the next morning he walks on up to the house and this man says, 
"Well, you made a night of it." He says, "Yes sir." He said, "Well, did you see 
anything?" He said, "A plenty. There's one thing I want to tell you. Look what 
I got,1I and he held the ring up. He said, IILet me see that. Do you mind if I 
show this to my wife?" "Not at all if you bring it back." So he went upstairs. 
And his wife was in bed. He said, "Haven't you got up yet?" She said, "Go away, 
I don r t feel well." He said, "Look, I got something to show you." "Go on away 
from here, I don't want to see nothing." He pulled her over and took her by her 
hand and her finger was gone. That was his wife's ring. He said, "Well, if 
that's what you are, I'm going." So he left her. I heard that story ever since 
I was a little girl [in Orange County, Virginia, 188 6 ] . [Fredericksburg, Va., 
(7 4). Ed.] 

468 . I remember one time about a shoemaker. He had a wife and three children. 
And one night this shoemaker was at his work late. So another woman went to the 
shoemaker's wife's home and began to talk to her, and as they began to talk, one 
says to the other, "Leave us transform ourselves." And they did so. And they 
turned to cats and went down to the shoe shop where her husband was working. And 
after they got there they set and watched him work on the shoes. And one of the 
cats pawed at this man, and while she did it, he grabbed a shoe knife and hacked 
at this cat with the knife and cut one of the eat's forefeet off. He left it 
standing there and the cats went away and he didn't see them any more. While he 
was at his work, the foot being lying on the floor, he got ready to go home. He 
picked up the foot and looked at it. And while he had it in his hand the foot 
turned to a natural hand. And on this hand was a ring. It was the engagement 
ring he had gave his wife before he married her, not knowing that he had married 
a hag. [Old Point Comfort, Va., (2 7) , Ed.) 

4 69. I heard a story of a man who had a mill. The miller died that owned the 
mill. There couldn't nobody work in that mill. They could go there all right in 
the day but at night there couldn't nobody stay there. This woman that owned the 
mill was a witch and turned into a cat. This cat would just dance around and all 
at once she would light on whoever was staying at the mill at night. So nobody 
couldn't stay there. One man said, "I'll stay there." He went to the mill. He 
had a very sharp knife. And when this cat commenced to dancing around and around 
he watched her. She lit on him and he cut her front paw off. It was the man's 
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[dead miller] wife's hand with a gold ring on. [Fredericksburg, Va., ( 81) , Ed.] 
4 7 0 . An old witch used to worry the miller. He sat one night for to ca�ch 

her. She came in the form of a cat. She put her paw through the hole to raise 
the latch up and he took a knife and chopped it off. She had her gold ring on 
her finger. He took the ring and carried it to her husband next morning and this 
finger. And he looked at the ring and knowed the ring, and he said, "This is my 
wife's ring." And he went upstairs and she was in the bed with her hand wrapped 
up. And he asked her what was the matter and she told him, "Nothing." He told 
her, "There is something the matter," and showed her the ring and said, "Ain't 
this your ring?" She tried to deny it but he wouldn't let her. I heard that he 
killed her. [Hampton, Va., ( 28 ) , Ed.] 

4 7 1 . I have heard that a miller was at his mill one night grinding corn. 
There was a big cat came in and put its paws upon him. He was setting down. So 
he took his knife and cut this cat's paw off. After awhile he began to examine 
it, and instead of seeing a cat's paw, it was a woman 's hand. So when he goes 
home next morning he found his wife in bed. He asked her what was the matter. 
And she said she didn't feel very good. So he goes and turns the cover down and 
looks. And he had cut her finger off that had her engagement ring on. So his 
wife was a witch. That was down in Culpeper [County, Virginia] some place. They 
say it was done there. [New York City, ( 7 ), Ed.] 

4 72 . Well, they tell me a man once lived by himself and there must have been 
a woman who had something against him for she turned herself into a witch and the 
form she taken was a cat, a black cat. So the man when he come in from work, he 
set down to eat, and the cat would grab at his food. He would just shoo the cat 
away. Finally the cat continued to do so and he kinda got angry and took his 
knife and when the cat grabbed at him again he chopped off his paw. When he 
chopped off the paw the cat disappeared. He was holding the paw of the cat and 
it turned into a woman's hand. So he decided to investigate. Next day he heard 
of this woman being sick who he knew. So he decided to visit her. So he went 
there to enquire of her what was the trouble. And she said, "Oh, nothing." And 
he said, "What's the matter with your hand?" She had it covered. She said, 
"Nothing." Then he pulled the cover back and found her hand was missing. 
[Fredericksburg, Va., (49), Ed.] 

4 7 3 . I can tell you one thing in my childhood days about a witch. There was 
a � and it used to come and set right down on the hearth. And the cook would 
be cooking. She did that for weeks in and weeks out. She said, "I wonder why 
that old cat hangs around here every morning? I can't get rid of her." She 
said, "Never mind, I 'm going to get rid of her. Some morning I'm going to have 
the poker and set it right here and I 'm going to cut her feet out from under 
her." That went on maybe for a month or so. The cat came in, set down right in 
the corner, it was cool weather, very, just sat ther.e. And the cook had that 
fire iron setting off there. The first time she got that cat's eye on her she 
grabbed that poker and swung it like that [in a sweep] and cut one foot off. It 
wasn 't a foot no longer, it was a hand. It had real beautiful rings on it and 
she knew it was madam's hand that had the rings. I heard that told when I was 
a child [about 1866 near Elizabeth City, North Carolina]. That was in the 
morning. Then she took the breakfast from the kitchen and carried it on to the 
great house and served it there. After putting it on the table the boss [the 
master] came in and madam didn 't come. The cook said, "Where 's Miz Sarah?" He /' 
said, "She doesn't feel well this morning." So we went in to speak to her. In 
the meantime she had her hand all covered and wrapped over. She was never able 
to see that hand. The cat went on about its business. They never saw that cat 
come back. The cat went on. I can't remember just how long she stayed there, 
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the cook , but they got rid of the cook . She was too 
madam ] turned into a witch . This cook knew ab out it 
any such thing as witches , I am going to find out . "  
found out . [New York City, (6), Ed . ]  

smart . 
and she 
So that 

They claim she [ the 
said , " I f  there ' s  
was the morning she 

474. I have heard that there was a man , his wife would be gone every night to 
a baIl or a danc e . The husband came to the p arty and asked for a drink of wine . 
The cat waited on him .  I t s eems in some way o r  another she didn ' t satisfy him 
and he cut her paw off . It  was a fing er with a ring on . When he got back home 
he s aid to his wife , "Let me s ee that hand . "  And the finger wi th her wedding 
ring on was cut off . [ Hamp ton ,  Va . , (30), Ed . ]  

475. Well , I know onc e , a wi tch used to ride a woman - a man , it was . You 
would like for to hear dis s tory? 

(No, I never heard it - yes , yes , I ' d  like to  hear it . )  
Once dere was a boy he was traveling through de country and he went to a rich 

f armer ' s  home and he asked him ,  s aid , "Mis ter , could you give me a place to s tay 
tonight ? "  He says to  him , said , "Yes , I got a b ig p lace over yonder , "  he said , 
"if you kin s tay over dere," he say , "I ' ll give you dat p lace - you kin have i t . "  
He s aid , "Wel l , I ' ll go over dere and s ee kin I s tay . "  He said , " I t ' s  really 
ha ' nted , "  he say , " I  never knowed no one to  go there and s t ay . "  He s ay ,  "Well , 
I ' ll go  try . "  So he cut up some wood dat day what he carried in to her and she 
fixed supper for him ,  and den she give him an old lamp and a little oil  to go to 
make him a fire , or so he could have a little lamp burning s it tin ' up dere by 
himself • 

Sittin ' up d ere by himse lf he s tarted to burn dis old lamp . And after while, 
he had him s ome beans an ' he ete up all dem beans . And aft er while he looked 
and he saw five b lack cats was coming down de s tairs - looked to him they had 
a coffin tot in '  of i t , and he ' d  taken his [New ] Testament and begin to read it 
upside downwards . And the next thing walked in was five chickens . He ' s  s till 
read ing - still reading . And the next thing he looked and saw a cat dipp ing his 
paw in de wash basin tryin ' to put de light out . 

(He what ? )  
The cat had his paw - put ting i t  in de water , trying t o  s lap d e  light out -

sp lashing de wat er trying to put de light out - he still reading . And after 
while he looked and s aw dis cat and he seed a ring on de cat ' s  paw and he g rabbed 
de hat chet, you know, and chopped de paw off and had taken it up and pu t i t in 
his p ocket with de ring on it . 

Wel l, de next morning he went up to de b os s ' house and spoke to him . De boss 
s ay , "Well , I ' m surprised to  see you here alive . "  He say ,  "Yes , "  s ay ,  "wel l ,  I 
mad e out all right but I had a hard time - [he ' s  ahead of his s t ory ]  - but j es t 
before he gets ·  dere [ t o the boss ] , a litt le low-s ided , gray-headed man walked in , 
whi ch was a ghos t . Well, dis boy -

( What kind of a man?) 
A li t t le short gray-headed man - ab out three foot high with beard hanging down 

to hi s shoe-top . Dis b oy say ,  "What in the Name of the Lord , the Father, and the 
S on do you want here?" And dis ghos t says , "You follow me , "  said , " I ' ve got a 
f ortune for you . "  Well, de boy went on down in a old out-house way down into de 
basement and he [ghos t ]  put a mark down and he s ay, "You dig down here and you ' ll 
f ind a fortune . "  Well, de b oy ,  he marked dis p lace and after he marks it , he 
waited till the moon got righ t - on the growing of de moon , he s tart ed to plan 
for to dig at dis p lace . 

Den he g oes up t o  de house 
to see you livin ' . "  He says , 
We ll , he told de b oy he could 

and the old man [ the b os s ] says , "I ' m  surpris ed 
"Well , I had a hard time but I made it all r igh t . "  
have the p lace , which he gave de p lace to him , and 
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de boy he run his hand in his pocket and passed him dis ring. De old man l�oked 
at the ring and says, "Seem lak I know dis ring." His wife was in bed very sick. 
Well, he got de doctor for her. When de doctor rech for her hand, she 'fused to 
pass him her right hand and give him de left hand. Well, why she give him de 
left hand? 'Cause de right hand was chopped, you see, which had de finger cut 
off in de shape of a cat, for she was a vitch, you see, but dis man didn't know 
she was a vitch. Well, he made her hand her right hand and he happen to see de 
finger all chopped up dere and the hand being bloody. He wanted to know what 
was de trouble. He happen to look at de ring and he found it was de ring dat 
boy give him, and dey found out she to be a hag. Well, de old man got a little 
troubled den and got to worryin' over it. An ole riddle says, "He sent 'er out 
jes' as fur as men an' water could take 'er" - he got rid of 'ere 

An' dis boy he begin to dig down dere and he find a whole lot of silver and 
gold, what de spirit had give him. 

(Where did you hear that story?) 
Well, I heard dis story in North Carolina, down in Bertie County. [Norfolk, 

Va., (466), 463:10; Doctor Paul Bowes.] 
476. There was a man annoyed every night by being rid by a witch. He thought 

it was a certain woman who hated him through jealousy and worried every night. 
He did everything he could to prevent this witch from riding him. Finally one 
night he was ridden by this witch. He looked and he saw a woman sitting on the 
side of his bed, whom he knew very well, the same woman whom he had suspected. 
He struck at her with a pair of scissors and cut the end of her finger off. She 
then turned into a cat and went out the door with one of her paws cut off. Next 
morning a daughter of this lady's came over to the house and said her mother had 
one of her fingers cut off and she didn't know what happened. There's no doubt 
this woman was a witch in the form of a cat. [Fredericksburg, Va., (35), Ed.; 
happened (!) at White Oak, 7 miles from Fredericksburg.] 

477. We use to live in a house where a witch would come in dere ev'ry night -
a little ole woman. She'd come in dere an' she'd ride me ev'ry night. Ev'ry 

night, Laws [Lord's] sake, she'd ride me - jes' worry me so 
PROTECTION AGAINST ah couldn't sleep dere. An' when she'd come in she'd come in 

WITCH-RIDING from de do', from de front do'. 
(How did you get rid of her?) 

Well, ah took an' put a Bible up undah mah haid. Yo' kin put a Bible up undah 
yore haid if yo' dream a lot - yo' kin stop it. [Waycross, Ga., (1134), 1843:3.] 

478. There's something on you riding and you can't speak. You get up and put 
de Bible under your head; open de Bible and put it under your head, then you'll -
they come back there no more. Or you take a open knife or put a ice pick under 
there. See, those are evil spirits bothering you - see - and it won't bother you 
no more. [Norfolk, Va., (472), 481:8.] 

479. You put a Bible underneath your - open it to any chapter and turn it 
down under yore pillah, and then you kin put a pair of scissors and that will 
keep them away. 

(The hag.) 
Uh-huh. [Jacksonville, Fla., (559), 695:4.] 
480. You read de 35th Psalms of David and then after that reading that Psalm, 

you put the Bible under your head, but you must read that Psalm for nine nights 
and after reading that Psalm, you put it under your head, and then go to sleep 
and after that nine nights the hag will go away and won't worry you. [Savannah, 
Ga., (539) , 660:13.] 

481. Put a Bible under your pillow. A witch will have to read that Bible 
backwards before she can ride you. Sometimes it takes much longer - if they miss 
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one word in one chapter the witch must go straight on back [start] again, and by 
dat time it's daybreak and they can't ride you. [Fredericksburg, Va., (5 4), Ed.] 

48 2. Dey put the Bible under dey haid - yeah, open it to any chapter in the 
Bible, jest put a key in it and close it back up and put it under their haid. 

(What will that do?) 
That keeps the hag from riding them. [Jacksonville, Fla., (556), 693:1.] 
483. I was living in a lady's house. I couldn't sleep in de bed for nothing. 

And I used to hate to go upstairs to bed because every night after I would go to 
bed I would hear something tipping on the steps. So when it would get about 
middleways on the floor it would jump on me and just nearly mash the life out 
of me. I waked up in de morning, the lady's grandmother lived across the street, 
I went over there and was telling her about it. And she said, "Honey, that's an 
old witch." She say, "You put a knife and de Bible under your head and she won't 
come back no more." So I put the Bible and knife under my head and never heard 
of her or seen her no more. [New York City, (7), Ed.; Culpeper Co., Va.] 

48 4. To keep a hag from ridin' a person, sleep in black - ole black - or ole 
black undershirt or even is worth while a black shirtwaist. Put on that and he 
can't come. [Charleston, S. Car., (51 2 ) , 585:1. For black coat over outside 
door to keep out witches, see FACI, 2ed., p.889.] 

[I should note here that hag riding was practically unknown in Adams County, 
Illinois; a community largely of German extraction. The word hag does not appear 
in the exhaustive index of the first edition of FACI.] 

485. Once there was an ole lady and she kept comin' in the keyhole, and this 
woman [the victim] would sleep flat on her back. So when this witch. would come, 
why she [the victim] stuck a pin in [the clothes at] her breast. This witch, 
when she go ride this lady, why she stick the pin in her [drawing blood] and that 
will keep the witch from ridin' you. [Snow Hill, Md., (97), 1 4:5.] 

486. We were setting there talking. Somebody went to tell a tale. He said 
his mother said a witch rode her at night. Being much worried about it she told 
her parents and her parents told her to place a knife under her pillow at night. 
She did this. And they told her if the witch came, to cut it with the knife [to 
draw blood]. She did this the next time the witch came. Later on in the day she 
found out it was her brother. He had a cut arm. I don't know how true it is. 

[The knife (with Bible) under pillow (No. 483) is not used for drawing witch's 
blood - witch keeps away from it, afraid she will cut herself.] [Fredericksburg, 
Va., (62), Ed.] 

487. I heard my mother say lots of times that witches used to ride people in 
olden times and she herself. A woman didn't like her and she thought that she 
came one night'. She said she saw her come through the keyhole. There was no 
other way to get in, she had fastened the door. It was just something [that came 
through the keyhole] but when she looked at the fire she saw [recognized] her. 
And she went to the fire and warmed her hands and walked back to the bed and then 
back to the fire again. And she saw her pull off her shoes. And she got on her 
in the bed and for hours she couldn't speak a word. And all the week she seemed 
to be sick from it. Then night after night she would sit up and watch for her 
but couldn't see her until she went to bed. Then she decided, if aunt Margaret 
come again - that was the old lady's name - she was going to bite her, if she 
couldn't do anything else. So she did it. From that the witch had a bad hand. 
[More than this, drawing witch's blood stopped her permanently.] [Girdletree, 

Worcester Co., near Pocomoke City, Md., (89), by hand; happened 1886.] 
488. Well, if you wan'a keep out witches and ha'nts away from your house, you 

can take bluestone [= blue vitriol], put it in the four corners of the house and 
right at the steps where you go over, and you won't be bothered with 'em no more. 
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You put s  nine g rains [crys t als ] at each corner of the house and nine at the front 
door . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . ,  (24lL 239: 7. ] 

489. [ The  following eight belie fs are variations on the bottle rite for 
catching a person ' s  spirit - see Nos . 38-44.] 

I heard ab out my uncle catching a witch . They hung a b o t tle up the chimney 
and crossed a knif e  and fork . It was b o thering and b o thering him every night .  
Somebody t old him to do this and he did it . And the next morning he taken thi s 
bottle down and something was in it . He lef t it s topped up . S omeb ody told him 
this woman who was bothering him was sick . He didn ' t  go  to s ee her . Finally , 
she s ays  fo r  him to come and see her . She said, " For the Lord ' s  sake , p leas e  
let m e  out , I ' ll never b other you again." H e  turned her out and the woman g o t  
wel l .  [ Fredericksburg, Va . , (74), Ed . ;  Orang e Co . ,  Va . ,  1896.] 

490. You kin put down mus tar d s eeds, sprinkle 'em over the f loor, and j es ' 
before they g o  they ' ll have all them seeds to count . And you kin ket ch ' em and 
you kin put it in a bottle and s top it up. And early that morning there ' ll be 
someb ody come aroun ' and want to borrow a match or salt or somepin . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . ,  (248), 244:7.] 

491. Take nine new nails an ' put ' em in a bo t t le or nine new needles, either 
one , to ketch a thing dey call a wit ch at night when dey r ide yo ' .  [ Sumt er, S .  
Car., (1377), 2447:1. ] 

492. No, sir - say a wit ch don't put spells on you, a wit ch rides you . 
[A gr eat amount of evidence is  g iven in th is b ook th at a witch does put speZZs 

on you and also �ides you.] 
(How could you keep her from riding·you ? )  
We ll , you git - lemme s ee now - you g its new needles and you g it s  [ new ] pins -

I know a man had ketched one o f  ' em  - g it new needles - he was a sensib le man -
you know , he know all dem things - he was a sens i ' le man - he died now - he 
caught one . You g i t  new needles and you got ' a  pins - git new need les and pins, 
he say , and put ' em in a bot tle and when he come a-riding, you know, someone will 
call his name . You s ee , s omeone will be shaking his side to wake him up and 
somebody will call him - j us ' like if I ' m  over here and you say "John" - you call 
my name and dat b ottle ' ll be op en and s lap dat b ottle up like dat [ demons trates ] ,  
you see , and you got his spirit . S ee , you got de  spir it and dey s ay you kin see 
de  lit tle b lack thing running around in de bottle . 

And this one this man had ket ched , he s topp ed de b ottle - dey called his 
[witch ' s] name - his [victim ' s ]  wife called his [witch ' s  name] while he was 
riding her husbandiind s topped de bott le up - s t opped de spir it up in de bottle, 
you see, and [later] dis wi tch takes fits and dey takes him ovah to the hospital 
and d e  witch never did get bet ter . And dis wit ch s ay if he [ cou ld] s ee dis man -
dis man was by de name o f  Mr . Joe Richards on - he s ays, "I f I could see Mr . Rich
ardson, I would g it well." You see, if he could see you and jus t talk wi t you, 
you see, he would get bet ter - see, b ecause it would git his spirit b ack . You 
s ee, dis man had his spirit . But dis man wou ldn ' t go to de  hospital and see ' im, 
you see , becaus e  he done b elong ed to de same church dat dis man b elonged tuh and 
that he was a wit ch. And everybody us ed t o  say he was a wit ch, but you s ee, some 
people doesn ' t  b elieve it . 

Well, thi s  g entleman [Richardson ] he was , you see , half-whi te  and half-colored 
but he was more whit e den he was colored and he had p lenty sens e . So he say, "I 
tell you he ' s  a witch all righ t," he s ay, " I ' m  gain ' ket ch him b ecause I know how 
to ketch him - I ' m gain '  ketch him." And he [hi s  wife] got de bottle and stopped 
de bottle up and called his name and ketched his spirit in de bottle wit de new 
need les and pins, and he tuk sick and he was s ick until he died - he died in de 
hosp ital. 
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Dey come to y ou r  hou se in de n igh t  - la te h ou rs .  
(Now te ll me h ow to ca tch a spirit - wha t w ill they d o  n ow ? )  
Dey ca l l  you la te hou rs in de n igh t when you s leepin' and when you an swe r ' ern ,  

den dey shu t de b ot t le up and shut you r sp irit up in de bo t t le. Da t' s de way dey 
ca tch y ou .  

( 1  see - y ou have to an swe r them though befo re they ca tch y ou ? )  
Ye s ,  an swe r - y ou go t'a an swe r ' ern ,  and i f  you don' t answe r 'ern dey can' t 

ke tch you - you r  sp irit. 
(Th is is if somebody wan ts to ge t your spirit to ha rm you ? )  
Tha t's righ t . 
(Wha t if they ca tch you r  spirit - wha t will happen to y ou then ? )  
We ll, you may be spritely and , yo u know , plen ty o f  spirit in you , and then you 

be ' s  dead like - yo u have t o  be j us t  l ike how I am - you see, I can ' t  wo rk - I 
a in ' t  wo rkded fo r ove r  two yea rs ,  I'm not able to w ork. 

(Wel l ,  wha t do you th ink is w rong w i th you ? ) 
You see , I wa s  poisoned. Y ou see , I use to been sma rt , y ou see, and work ing , 

g oing a ll de t ime , and dey d idn ' t  l ike da t - they fixed some th ing you see to take 
a l l  of my s t reng th away f rom me . [ Cha rle s ton, S .  Ca r. , ( 500) , 544 : 8 . ] 

49 3 .  Tha t's if he is a h uma n  an' be a livin ' pu ss on. 
(Wha t have y ou hea rd ab ou t tha t ? ) 
Dey [hag or w i tch ] j is '  take an ' s trip o ff necked [naked] , j is '  s trip off 

necked , if dey g on ' a  ride joo . Dey write cho re n ame d own f o ' d iff ' ren ' place s -
wr ite i t on one p iece of papah, w rite it on anothah ' p iece, w ri te it on ano thah, 
an' on ano thah one. He' ll take it  an' tie it  rou n ' h is ahrn, he ' ll t ie one r oun' 
d is laig , an' one on d is la ig, an ' one on d is ahm . An ' he' ll pu t one roun ' dere 
[h is neck ] .  Dat ' l l be f ive pieces - j is' y o' name on it - two fee ts an' yo ' 

ahms , an' pu t one piece a roun ' de neck. An '  af tah dey do da t, why dey grease 
a ll ovah w it  fre sh h og lah 'd [ la rd ]. Da t make ' im go to bed w i t  d is th ing on 
h is min'. An '  in de nigh t when you lay in bed s leepin' , h is spirit wand ah an ' 
git whe re you ' s  a t , an ' j is t  bea t on yo' , knock on yo ', choke on yo ' , an ' have 
yo ' so yo ' can ' t ha r 'ly ta'k. An '  de way to  g i t  ' im ,  de on ly way yo' can g i t  
' im, is j is' take some peppah an ' p u' t  in a bo ttle , red peppah pu t t  in a bo t t le , 

an '  open de top of it. An' he' ll go down in da t bo t t le an ' he can' t g i t  ou t ,  
an ' he' ll stay thah , in th ah till nex ' mawnin '. He ' ll pu t on his c lo the s [nex t 
morning ] ,  whe revah he be he' ll pu t h is clothes on, an' it ' ll be de f irs' o ne a t  
yo ' h ou se da t mawnin ' ax in ' yo ' fo' somepin. An '  if yo ' d on ' t  care wha ' chew 
give t im ou t cho re han' , da t ' ll turn ' im loose ou t da t b ot tle . An '  wh ile he ' s  
in dat bo t t le he turn in to a ll k in' o f  in se x ,  an ts, bugs . An' whe n h e  c ome to 
yo' hou se da t mawnin ' , an' if y o' g ive 'im any th ing , a c ouple of ma tche s o r  any
th ing , why you tu rn ' im l oose . When he come thah he ' ll be down [dejec ted ], lak 
da t , chew know . 

(Suppo se you burn that bo t t le up? ) 
He'l l  d ie . Da t is h is spirit . [Wi lm ing ton, N .  Ca r. , ( 22 3 ) , 214 : 5 . ]  
49 4 .  I have he ard tha t if a witch rides you a t  n igh t take a sma ll vial , pu t 

h airpin s  and p la in pins and vine ga r and a loo se s toppe r  in the b o ttle, and pu t i t  
unde r  you r  pillow, and they say i t  w il l ca tch the w i tch . The wi tch wil l ge t in 
the b o t tle , c an ' t  ge t ou t .  The pins w ill ca tch the w i tch and keep h im in , and 
the vinegar w i ll d is so lve h im and ch ange the co lor of the c on ten ts and y ou w i ll 
know th a t  you have the w itch . You ' ll neve r have troub le with w i tche s as long a s  
y ou live. [ Seven m ile s  from Fredericksburg , Va. , ( 7 1) , by hand. ] 

49 5 .  I did he ar the o ld people s ay a t  one time tha t a w itch came in the h ou se 
and go t in a w ine b ot t le and d rank to o much and c ouldn' t  ge t ou t. E v'ry once in 
awh ile she wou ld h o l le r  ab ou t the keyho le , trying to  g o  th rough it  t o  esca pe , and 
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fall back on the floor . There where the wit ch was caugh t . The olden people us e  
to make the wine and set i t  under the b ed or tab le and the wi tch got in one of 
these b ot t les . [ Fr edericksburg , Va . ,  ( 4 4 ) , Ed . ;  informant b oy of  7 when Civil 
War b eg an - see Spirits , like alcohol , in Index . ] 

4 9 6. They t ell me that they take a bottle and pee in it and put that bottle 
up the chimley and when the wit ch comes in and comes down the chimley she ' ll go 
right in tha t bot tle . Then cork it righ t  up and that holds her until you find 
out who she is . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 1 81) , ? ]  

49 7 .  Yo ' takes dis chamber lye an ' yo ' puts it in somepin an ' s t op s  i t  up an ' 
let it stay fo ' nine days , an ' ev ' ry mawnin ' dis witch will come t o  yo '  to borrah 
somep in . Slong [ s o  long ] as yo ' keep dat dere , don ' nevah lend f er any thin ' , an ' 
if yo ' do not lend ' er any thin ' ,  we ll , den she ' ll bust . But if  yo ' j es '  keep dat 
den she ' ll bus t . But if yo ' - she ' ll come to yo ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' if yo ' 
lend ' er some thin ' ev ' ry time she come to yo ' , den she kin git ovah it . But i f  
yo ' don ' t lend f er any thin ' , why it ' s  nuthin ' she kin do . 

(Whose water do you put in that bottle? ) 
Yo ' put d e  wi tch ' s  watah - oh l yo ' put chure watah in de b ot t le - yo ' know , 

yore ahamber lye , yo ' put hit in de bot tle . 
(You have this bottle by your bed when you s leep at night? ) 
Yes s ir , an ' yo ' turn two fo ' ks up - yo ' take a fo ' k  an ' a knif e  an ' yo ' s tick 

de knife in de  fo ' k  [making a cross ] an ' lay i t  undah yore pi llah , an '  den if she 
s tart s r id in ' yo ' yo ' ll s ee her , yo ' ll wake an ' she ' ll  appear tuh yo ' .  

(You use both th e fork an ' the kni fe ,  an ' this bot tle of ahamber lye - all 
together? ) 

No sir , yo ' leave de ahamber { lye ] - yo ' put h it in de bottle de next morning , 
af ter yo ' see this wit ch . 

( Oh ,  you have to see her that night . )  
You wi ll see her if yo ' put dat fo ' k  d ere . [Way cross ,  Ga . , ( 10 80) , 1748 : 3.] 
4 9 8 . My mother was rode by a wi tch . I us ed to sleep in the next room from 

her . When a wi tch rides you you can ' t talk , you holler , you j us t  make a b -o-o-m 
sound . Then you know s omething is wrong . My mother s tarted to making that fus s  
and I called and asked her what was the mat t er wi th her . And she said a wi tch 
was riding her . So  I told her the next time a witch got after her I was going 
to catch whoever it was . Th ey say you take a sifter , a bottle of water and a 
br oom .  You put i t  down a t  the bot tom of th e [ door ] s teps . The wit ch has to 
count all those holes in the sif ter , all those s traws in the b room , and if  day
b reak catches him he goes in the b o ttle of wat er and you stop him up , and you 
find out who was riding you . The person will come to you and beg you to turn 
them out of that bottle . { Fr edericksburg , Va . , ( 39 ) , Ed . ]  

499. Use de straw from a broom for a hag . Take de s traws from de b room an ' 
take de b room an ' lie it down s ide de bed , an ' de nex ' mawnin ' dere will b e  
somepin down dere side d e  b ed .  Peop le s ay it be ' s  d e  hag , but say dat d e  firs ' 
pusson dat came to your house to borrah s omepin from yo ' ,  don ' loan it to ' em, 
say dat ' ll b e  de s ame pus s on dat rode j oo .  [Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 2463 : 4 . ]  

500. Jes ' lak i f  a hag b e  r idin ' yo ' ev ' ry night - ev ' ry nigh t  yo ' go to bed 
an ' a hag ride yo ' , j e s t take de broom an ' s leep wit de b room ' cros s  yore foo t 
ev ' ry  nigh t an ' dat ' ll keep de hag away . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346 ) , 2328 : 19 . ] 

501. Dey only use a b room in case [what ] dey call de hag or  s ome kind of a 
�taharaft rides yo ' at night . Dey takes an ' put it ' cross de do ' an ' - sprinkl& 
lot ' a  s alt on d e  f lo ' yo ' know an ' den take an ' put it ' cross de do ' .  Dat s tops 
dem from-comin ' in . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 1) , 1652 : 9 . ] 

502 . In Norfolk city [not the county ] , there was an old witch that used to go 
around riding people . So one day an old woman came around and told them ,  " I  can 
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do something s o  they won ' t come in . You take straws from the b room you sweep 
with and lay them all a-way across the door . "  They mustn ' t  come together l ike 
that but cross l ike that [demons trates ] .  

(One s traw overlapping th e  other . )  
"And if a witch comes to that door , she can ' t come in . She can ' t  cross the 

s traws b ecause a b room sweeps  out . "  [New York City ,  ( 4 ) , Ed . ; from Norfolk , Va . ] 
503 . Take nine s traws ,  brooms traws , an '  yo ' put ' em down - yo ' kinda pound 

' em an ' yo ' put ' em down . Put nine to de haid an ' nine middleways an ' nine to de 
foot on d e  f lo ' . Th en yo ' put nine on de middleways an '  den pu t de wh ole s traw 
on de b ack an ' a bottle r ight down by dem nine s traws . When de hag g it on yo ' he 
got ' a  s tart tuh count in ' dem s traws , he count dem s t raws - he count right dere 
an ' yo ' ketch him , ketch him in dat b o ttle . 

(What does he look like , then1 ) 
Says he look lak a j elly of b lood - j es '  lak a lump of  j elly .  
(Now , ab out those s traws - how many s traws do you put on the b ed ? )  
Put nine each ways - nine on d e  f lo ' , nine up d e  next d e  pos t an ' tuh d e  b ack . 
(Well , where do you put the three nines now? ) 
From de  s traw broom j es '  g it de s traw an ' put nine up dere ; j es '  lak yo '  

p lantin ' - nine der e ,  nine heah an ' nine dere . 
(Where do you put the f irst nine? )  
On d e  flo ' . 
(Where do you put the second nine? ) 
On de b ed .  
(Where do you put the third nine ? )  
On d e  b ack - dat ' s  d e  b room , d e  whole b room - right undah de b ed righ t  ' b out 

chur e haid . 
(You have to do that with the b rooms traws , too . )  [Have I suddenly become 

incoherent - too? ] 
An '  de b o t t le ' long wit it . 
504 . I told him to g et some 

We ll , af t er dey [ a  hag ] came in 
pepp er before they kin g et out . 

(Why won ' t  he do that? ) 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1368) , 2426 : 3 . ]  
pepper an ' throw de seeds all aroun ' on de floor .  
there , they've got to p ick up ever ' grain of dat 

They kin ket ch ' em and they won ' t come no more . 

I don't know , sir . He ' s  ' fraid , say he git de p epper - might g it  it in his 
eyes or somep in or 'nother like that . Den I told him , I s aid , "Well , if ' fraid 
dat , "  I say , "well , take your broom and sweep your b ed down , "  I s a.y ,  "ever ' nigh t 
befo ' you g et in de bed . "  He do it  for about nine nights or nine mornings , why 
dey won ' t  bother him no more .  But dey ride him mos t  ever ' nigh t . See , he ' ll b e  
hollerin ' an d  moanin ' .  

(Where does he  live? ) 
Next door . So one night , de night befo ' las t ,  he wus hollerin ' and s t rugglin ' 

in his sleep . So I called and as t him what wus de matter . And he as t de Lord to 
help him .  He say he tore de cat up and threw him in de f ire . 

[ Inf ormant paused here and I turned off my machine , thinking she had ended . 
But , she added a final s tatement which I had to rep eat as a ques tion to the 
quickly turned on machine . ]  

(When he woken up the cat was gone ?)  
Yes s ir . 
[ The witch-hag had changed into a cat b efore riding this man . ]  [Wi lmington , 

N .  Car . , ( 224) , 217 : 1 . ] 
505 . You buy yo ' f ive c ents wor th of [ corn ] meal an' you go to yo ' b ed an ' 

you sweep de  floor clean an ' take dat meal an ' set  it right down by yo ' b ed on 
each side . Well , now he got ' a  count ev ' ry nine grains of that thing , ev ' ry nine 
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piece o f  it . In which you got'a go to work an ' - [ unles s  you set the witch this 
counting task] your b lood , you get  s trangulation an ' yo ' can't speak , yo' �n no t 
say noth in'. [But ] when dem nine grain dere - all dat meal down - count ed it , 
all dem grains - [ the wit ch ]  can ' t [ do ]  nothin ' - [ from] de time yo ' g o  to s l eep 
ain ' t nothin ' harm yo ' till yo ' wake up . [ Char les ton , S .  Car. , ( 525) , 6 30 : 8 . ] 

[ This witch in hag form is quite s imp le-mind ed , ab le to count only to nine -
the reason why he mus t separate thous ands of  corn-meal grains into litt le piles 
of nine . Such a primi tive sys t em of counting he had inherited from his wi tch 
anc es tors . Wi tches are mos t  cons ervative . Us ing the four fingers of his left 
hand - a wi tch would never s tar t with the right hand - he presses each in turn 
agains t his left thumb ; then he presses the four f ingers and thumb of the right 
hand agains t the left thumb . The total is nine - a mag i c  numb er . Yes , he forgo t 
to count his lef t thumb ! Actually , the left thumb of a right-handed person was 
useless until late in civi li zation when an unknown genius gave us one of the 
greates t  of all inventions , a concep t of vas t importance - he called the left 
thumb zero . The decimal system was born. ] 

506 . Well , now , yo' kin take a broom an ' j es t  lay it cros sways under yore b ed 
an' dat ' ll s top ' em .  Or yo ' kin go to three crossways - go to three crossroads 
an ' pick up a little sand outa thr ee crossr oads an ' throw it up und er yore b ed 
an ' they wouldn ' t bother yo ' no mo ' tuh save yore life . I f  dey do , ah ' ll eat dis 
hat [my b lack hat containing concealed microphone - see Hat , my b lack , in Index] . 

( That will s top these wit ches ? )  
Yes s ir - dat ' ll shore s t op ' em .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1166) , 176 1 : 9 . ] 
50 7 . Git yo ' three fat- ligh ter sp lint ers ; yo' take a hors ehair and t ie it 

with three cross es  in it [ demons trates ] - yo ' cro s s  one dis way and den lay 
one in that angle . 

[ Yo ' cross one ( sp l inter )  dis way ( over ano ther sp linter , making letter X or 
cross ) and den lay one ¢ ( the third sp linter) in that ang le (of  the X - like 
this six-pointed s tar the lat ter making three crosses ) . ]  

Take th at horsehair and tie it and whoever yo' think that witch is , set 
a chair by de s ide of de bed and lay it [ three fat- lighter sp linters tied by 
horsehair into three cro s s es ] right in there overnight . If dat witch comes up 
dere , he will throw that out of the chair on de floor and yo ' won ' t  be worried 
with him any more . 

(You have to throw it out on the f loor ? )  
No , h e  will . He will do tha t  himself b ecause he comes up and sits down in dat 

chair and he s i t s  on dat and i t  gits  him and he j umps ; you know , j es t like if  you 
in a chair s omewheres and dere's a pin sticking in dat chair - s ame you , yo ' j ump 
up and put chure han ' behin' yo'. Well , he throws dat on de f loor . [Wash ington , 
D .  C . , ( 6 2 1a) , 794 : 1 . ] 

508 . A broom what you sweep wi th , you leave that to yore feet an' a Bib le at 
chure head and dey won ' t  worry you . But, if  you wanta ket ch ' em , you sprinkle -
you go to de drug store and you buy a nicke l ' s  worth of flaxseed and you sp rinkle 
that around in de room , and if de come in d ere , you ' ll wake ' fore he done pick up 
every one , ' cause dey got ' a  pick up every one of ' em an ' ' fore he done pick ' em 
up you kin ketch him . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 21) , 624 : 1. ]  

509 . They tell me that you can take a broom or f laxseed . I think flaxseed is 
more bett er than a broom .  You get ab out a hal f  a pound of  flaxs eed or else 
mustard seed , they are small . � this hag comes in and you can manage to wake 
up before she goes out , you take these s eeds , all loose , and you sprinkle them 
between her and the door , and she will have to pick up all these  s eeds before 
she can get away . While she is p i cking up these seeds you will be successful 
in capturing her . [Old P oint Comfort , ( 2 7) , Ed . ] 
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5 10 . I have b een told that if you want to s t op a hag when she comes to your 
hous e ,  you wil l  take a fork and s ti ck it in a chair , in [ under ] the b ottom of a 
chair . And if you believe this par ty is a hag , then you will make you a big  fire 
and you take this chair and se t  it c lose to the f ire , and then you take a b room 
and put it at [ across ] the door , and then you ask this  p arty to s it down . She 
will  sit in this chair the fork is s t i cking in . Then you make a ho t  fire and 
they can ' t  move . She will keep twis ting . And before you r elease them , you take 
the broom up across the threshold before you remove the fork , and they can ' t go 
otherwise until  you move this . And after you move that b room and the fork they 
will certainly go . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 2 7) , Ed . ] 

5 11 . Jus t lay the hackle on your breas t and they can ' t r ide you . [ S t .  James , 
Negro community near Pocomoke City , Md . , (102) , by hand . ]  

512 . Dey claim if a witch ride j oo it ' s  a person dat ' s  l iving . 
(A pers on that is living - what about it ? )  
Dey say - now it ' s  a ole s t ory - dey come out a dere  skin and comes in through 

a keyhole . Dat ' s de ole story - course it ' s  almos t impossib le fo ' yo ' to b elieve 
it . Dey s ay dey comes outa dere skin and den comes in through de keyhole an ' 
comes in only whilst yo ' s leep an ' rides yo ' - usually b e  a ole woman - b e  a 
wit ch - turns to a wit ch - she be ' s  a witch . 

(How do you get rid of  her ? ) 
Well , nail a horseshoe up ovah yore do ' an ' she won ' t  come in . 
( Is  there any way you can catch her? ) 
Well , dey say , de way yo ' kin ke t ch her , say yo ' kin take a handful of mus tard 

seed and put it down righ t on de f loor right round your b ed , an ' she got ' a  count 
dose seeds befo ' she leaves an ' dey say yo ' ke tch [her ] dere counting de seeds . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . ,  ( 9 9 6 ) , 1612 : 6 . ] 

5 1 3 . W�l ,  ah take a horseshoe and wets it - ah dips it in salt wat er an ' ah 
p lace dat ovah mah door and each night ah s ay ,  "Lord , ah wish dis hag would nevah 
r ide any mo '  and ah b e  j es t [ left  alone ] . " [Jacksonvi lle , Fla. , ( 56 0) ,  69 6 : 6 . ] 

514 . Mah grandmother she used to do dat - she ' d  take a horseshoe . When dey 
put shoe s  on a horse - yo ' know , take dose shoes off an ' put new ones on , why 
she ' d  take dose shoes an ' put one ovah her front door an ' one over her back door ; 
every do ' she had yo ' know , an ' ' nother one right at de doors tep dere at de right 
corner . Why, she would dig a hole down dere j es t  ab out dis b ig maybe an ' put 
sulphur down in dis hole an ' den cover it b ack up . An ' she den would say some 
kind of ole funny word dey have in dere mind , an ' by dat way dey s ay dey keep 
wi tches away - dey wou ldn ' t  come in de house an ' bother ' em. [ S t .  Peter sburg , 
Fla . , ( 9 9 3 ) , 1 605 : 7 . ] 

515 . If d e  hag rides yo ' , yo ' gits a piece o f  dis rus ty iron an ' yo ' take it 
an ' cut it de " length of  de firs t  j oint of midd le fingah yoah lef ' han ' - yoah 
midd le f ingah , an ' y o ' sew it up in a sack an ' wear it roun ' yoah neck , an ' de 
hag won ' ride yo ' .  Jes ' lak if  de hag be ridin ' yo ' ,  have yo ' crYin ' . 

(You mean that tin that comes off o f  roof s ? ) 
Dat tin-iron . [ Sumter , S .  Car. , ( 1359) , 239 4 : 1 . ] 
516 . An '  then yo ' kin use a knife crossways j es ' lak we wus sp eakin ' abou t -

not s traight up an ' down - j es '  cr oss undah yore pillah - cross de bed - righ t  
crossways of yore haid , where yo ' s leep at night . Dat keep ' em from ridin ' yo ' . 
[ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1390 ) , 2494 : 10 . ] 

517 . Take yo '  pocketknife , de knife yo ' tote in yore pocket , an ' de witch 
bothers yo ' or mess around wi t yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  open dat knife ev ' ry nigh t  befo ' 
yo ' g o  to b ed an ' turn de point of it towards yor e  b ed [see No . 436 ] . Yo ' ll 
never have no troub le . 

(What els e  did you say would keep that wi tch out o f  the house ? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chcraf t - Rootwork - 155 

Dat s tuf f r igh t heah , dat gar lic up over de do ' .  Yes s i r . [ S t . Pet ersb�rg , 
Fla . , ( 1024) , l658 : 3 . } 

518 . I f yo ' wanta ket ch a wi tch - now , i f  a person is rid ing an ' yo ' wanta 
ket ch ' urn ,  yo ' takes nine mus tard s eed s an ' put ' em undah a s i f ter an ' turn ' em 
d own undah a s i f t er . De next morning h e ' ll b e  there tryin ' tuh count dose s eeds 
an ' y o ' kin ketch him righ t dere . 

(What " wi l l  he look l ike ? )  
He liab l e  to b e  a ant or liab le tuh b e  any kind of a l i t t l e� - you may not 

pay it no mind bu t dat ' s whut it is . [Way cros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1093) , 1 7 63 : 4 . ] 
5 19 . I f  de wit ches ridin ' yo ' a t  night , d en yo ' could take mus tard seeds -

yo ' take twenty mu s t ard s eeds an ' put under d e  s i f ter , see , an ' yo ' ket ch d em o  
Ah ' ve heard dat . 

(What would you do i f  y ou caugh t her ? )  
S ay dey ' d  b e  under dere tryin ' coun t de s e eds - find ' em und er dere de next 

morning count in ' de seeds , trying tuh g i t  ou t . 
(What do they look l ike ? )  
We ll , dey t el l  me i t  lo oks like - when yo ' f irst s ee i t  i t  looks l ike a little 

doll , s omep in lak dat . 
----[ Her e , the w i t ch does not b e come an insect or t ake o f f  skin to enter a house , 
he or she reduces s i z e  to a d im inut ive p ers on - again chang ing form at your first 
glance . Th is p rot ean ab i l i ty i s  charac ter i s t i c  o f  all sp irits (see No . 70 and 
Ind ex) ; a witch in hag f o rm b eing a spirit . ]  

Ah had a unc le ones t he caugh t one . He ' s  dead now but he tole us h e  caugh t  
one . [ S t . P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 1012) , 1638 : 5 .] 

520 . Yo ' t ake n ine needles an ' yo ' us e ' ly puts ' em on a card tog e ther - de 
nine needles an ' take an ' wrop ' em up in a b al l , in a small ball , an ' drop ' em 
righ t  down at de foot o f  yor e  bed , an ' dat us e ' ly keep de witch away or either 
yo ' ket ch ' em ,  but ah nevah known dat yet . [ S umt er , S .  C ar . , ( 1342) , 2323 : 10 . ] 

521 . If a wi t ch comes to your h ouse and when she come in she g i t s  on you , 
you know , and beg ins riding you , you have a handful o f  � and throw i t  all 
over the room . She ' ll b e  there in th e morning pi cking them up . [ Boxiron , 
Wo rces t er C o . , on Chinco teague Bay , near Snow Hil l , Md . ,  ( 88) , by hand . ] 

5 2 2 . You t ake d i s  sage whu t  dey use f o r  Ch ris tmas in turkey an ' da t ' ll keep 
' em away f r om  dere . You take di s s age , you und ers t and - you j is '  t ake a leaf , 

you und er s t and and rep eat s ome of de Ten Commandments ; j is t d e  s ame as each one 
of dese l i t t l e  leaves is a l et t er , "Thou shalt no t s tea1 . "  You j is '  take dos e 
l i t t l e  leaves off dis sage , j is '  pull ' em  o f f , "Thou shalt not s t eal" - you put 
it down dere . "Thou shal t no t commit adu ltery " - you put it down dere , unt il 
you git th e t en .  An '  t ake ' em ,  you understand , wher ever de wi t ch comes in , you 
und er s t and , j is ' sp read ' em out over de doors i l l , you unders tand , an ' put a piece 
of carpe t  over ' em ,  and dat ' s  where he g i t  r ight to de door - he s t op r igh t dere . 
[ Snow Hill , Md . , ( 9 3 ) , 11 : 9 .] 

5 2 3 . Dat s u lphur , yo ' take dat sulphur an ' sprinkle i t  round yore hous e -
j es '  lak yo ' go t  a room an ' s omep in worry in ' yo ' in dere , yo ' know , yo ' take 
su lphur an ' sprinkle i t  all round in yore room . An ' i t  won ' t  worry yo ' any mo l . 

( That was a hag ? )  
S upposes tuh b e  a hag . S ome folks s ay it a hag an ' s ome folks s ay i t ' s yore 

b lood , b e c ause ah ' ve b een lak dat . Dey r ide me in de night . 
(Wha t do they say they do to get rid o f  them? ) 
Well , s ome folks s ay yo ' kin put a br oom on de b ed an ' s ome folks say yo ' kin 

sprinkle s al t  ovah de b ed .  S ome fo lks say yo ' kin take a b rand new knife an ' put 
dat - lay dat in d e  bed s i de an ' dat ' ll keep ' em  from worryin ' yo ' at night r But 
ah re ' l ly didn ' t try none of tho s e  thing s . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1338) , 2312 : 1 . ] 
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524 . You take a s ciss ors and put it und er d e  bed on a newspaper , you under
s t and ; lay de s ciss ors here and de newspaper her e ,  an ' when he git  dere he got ' a  
put his hand on ev ' ry let ter . See , by time he git through dat , it ' s  day an ' he 
got ' a  go . 

(You put the s cissors and the newspaper under the head o f  the bed , a newspaper 
next to it - underneath the s c issors or next to i t ? ) 

Right next to it - here ' s  one and here ' s  the other . [Jacksonville , Fla . ,  
( 606) , 7 85 : 12 . ) 

5 25 . I f  yo ' in a house or s omepin of d e  kind an '  s leepin ' in dere an ' wit ches 
an ' things , sech things lak dat , ridin ' yo ' , tell yo ' whut ' s  g ood fa ' yo ' . Some
t ime yo ' put chure Bib le undah yore haid . If yo '  don ' t do dat , some times yo ' kin 
take a knife  an ' fo ' k  an '  cross it - cros s it dataway yo ' know an ' lay hit undah 
yore haid . Sometimes d ey say yo ' kin put a sifter undah yore haid - dat ' ll s top 
dat e [ S ifter under head but on floor . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 109 4 ) , 1 7 64 : 5 . ] 

526 . Take d e  collard or any small seed an ' take yo ' a sifter an ' put d e  s eed 
down lak dat an ' cover it up , an ' lay dat sifter ovah it whut chew s i f t  de flour 
with , if  yo ' wanta ketch him [ the wit ch ) , an '  yo '  wake up de nex '  mawnin ' , say he 
be undah d ere - he got ' a  count ever ' one dose seed ' fore he git out dere , an ' yo ' 
kin ketch him . 

(How would you know he ' s  there? ) 
We ll , i f  he ' s  dere , he ' ll b e  in a bug or he ' ll be in a b ig f ly or some kind a 

insect or s omepin . 
(What d o  you call that when you catch that ? )  [Not a leading ques tion l ] 
A witch . [Wilson ,�Car . , ( 1 455) , 2646 : 14 . ) 
527 . Tuh ke tch dat thing yo '  call a wi tch - ah ' ve known of ' em tuh ketch dat e 

Jes ' lak if  yo ' ' cus tom t o  have a witch ridin ' yo ' ,  yo ' alway s have somebody 
notified . Jes ' lak yo '  will snore - yo ' cain ' t holler , yo ' kin snore , an ' when 
dey rid in ' yo ' ,  have somebody dere wi t de s i ft er an ' a whole lot ' a  mus tard s eed . 
An '  no sonner [ sooner ] den dis wit ch s t artin ' ridin ' yo ' ,  dey come right on ovah 
an ' j es '  take dat sif ter an ' j es '  lay it ovah dere . 

(They do that while you are asleep ? ) 
Take dat an ' j es '  lay dat ovah yo ' .  Now , when dey git offa yo ' , when yo ' wake 

up den, yo ' ll find dem s tandin ' ; Dey at e  a hole in it an ' dat mus t ard seed went 
through dat s ifter . An '  yo ' kin git  a - or if yo ' kin git a s ilver ball, s i lver 
or copper or s omep in lak dat , an ' de person whosomevah it is dat j umped outa d ere 
skin -

(That person whoever it i s  will j ump out of their skin? ) 
Dat ' s  righ t ,  dey call dat jumpin ' out dere skin . An '  if  yo ' s ee da t thing , 

don ' t  kill ' em .  Yo ' kin go an ' put some p eppah an ' salt on i t , an ' ev ' ry time 
d ey j ump in d ey got ' a  git righ t back out . An ' dey stay dere lak dat seven or 
eigh t hours , trying tuh git in i t .  De b lack p eppah burns 'em every time - d e 
time d ey j ump in it . 

(And that kills them? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville, N .  Car . , ( 1450 ) , 2634 : 1 . ] 
528 . I have heard my mother t ell how to s top wit ches from riding you in your 

sleep and awake . The way to stop them is to hang a sif ter on your bedroom door 
near the keyhole, and when they come in they g et in that sif ter and has to � 
through each and every ho le in the bottom of the sif ter before they can do as 
they want . O ften i t  gits caught in the shape of  a f ly or worm going in and out 
the holes . [ St . James , a Negro communi ty 5 mi les from Pocomoke City , Md . ,  ( 104) , 
by hand . )  

529 . I f  you f eel like he ' s [ a  hag ' s ]  comin ' on you, ke ep workin ' tour fingers 
and toes and dey ' ll g o  away . An '  den s ometimes dey won ' t do dat ,  dey 11 j is '  
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j ump on you an ' ride you - j is '  ride you unt il dey s ee fi t to turn you loose . 
When you wake up you j is '  make a long b reathe [ long b reath ] . Well , dey t ell me 
you kin put a sifter down , if the hag come in dere or de wit ch or whatsomever it  
is . An '  [ later ) it happen to b e  a bug crawlin ' aroun ' in dere , you ketch it an ' 
put him in s omep in , you know , where he couldn ' t  git out . An ' da ' choo goin ' 
count ever ' one dem holes [ in the sifter ) , ever ' one dem holes , an ' b efo ' you g i t  
through countin ' dat dere ' ll b e  someb ody dere to come an '  b eg to turn ' em loose . 
An '  you ' ll know dat ' s  an enemy . You have to count ' em , take a needle an ' go 
roun ' an ' count ' em ,  an ' before you git through count in ' dem ,  dat dere be  some
b ody to come in . Dey as t you to turn ' ern loos e .  [ The victim ins tead of the hag 
or wit ch counting the ho les of a sif ter is mos t  unusual . ]  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , 
( 225) , 2 19 : 4 . ) 

530 . Th ey tell me to s top a witch from coming to your hous e hang a sifter 
over the door hole and when she comes she ' ll have to count every one o f  those 
holes ,  and if she misses a count she ' ll have t o  start all over again and by that 
time it wi ll b e  day and she ' ll have to leave . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 49 ) , Ed . )  

531 . I f  yo ' b e  worried lak that , yo ' take yore chewin ' t obacco an ' yo ' place 
it undah yore pillah . Well , yo ' put chure money there undah yore pillah - s ilver 
money , a dime or a quarter , ah gues s . Wel l , dey s ays take a chew of tob acco an ' 
count yore money if yo ' got any chang e an ' den dey are gone . 

( The night hag?) [ Informant had called the r ider a hag . ] 
Yes . 
[This is a good t�ick i f  you can do it - to count your silver whi le chewing 

tobacco , desp ite a witch ' s  hands about your throat . Spirits and wit ches dislike 
tobacco , detest tobacco j uice : "I told my husb and she had my chickens bewitched . 
He said , ' I  wi ll fix her . ' So he drawed her picture wi th her p ip e  in her mouth . 
It  sure look like she was s tanding right there . My husb and is a witch docto� and 
he did not have to take her picture to a whi t e  oak tr ee , he j us t  sp it tobac co 
j uice in her ey es . Several weeks af ter that I met my fr iend ( the wit ch) and she 
could not see . Her eyes were all sore . I said , ' What is wrong with your eyes ? '  
But I knew it  was the tobacco sp it in her eyes . "  ( Following this quotation is 
the word Irish - meaning informant was of Irish origin . )  See FA CI , 2ed . , p . 835 . )  
[Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 89 6 ) , 1467 : 13 . ]  

532 . Dey claim yo '  kin put a pan of watah under yor e b ed and say three words , 
j es t  say ,  "Father , Son and the Holy Ghos t , "  and den go to  b ed and dey claim de 
witches will not come . [Washing ton , D .  C . , ( 639) , 829 : 4 ;  Docto� Sims from New 
Or leans . )  

5 3 3 . A bucket of water or somepin under de  bed an ' you ' ll ketch ' em [hag ) or 
either flaxseeds . Jis ' put de water under de b ed ,  you know , an ' de next mornin ' 
you ' ll find a bug or somepin in it . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 22 7) ,  2 21 : 1 . ] 

534 . Ah heard tell , 1ak ketchin ' a �erson ' s spirit - i f  dere ' s  somepin dey 
calls a witch dat is r idin ' yo ' - if i t  s a spirit or somebody dat wantin ' tuh 
tell yo ' somepin - or somebody is tryin ' tuh worry yo ' b ecause yo ' worry in , some 
of dey folks upon h eah . Ah heard tell dat at times dey might want a drink of 
whiskey or somepin if dey wus a b ig drunkard , an ' dey wor ry yo ' lak dat j if  yo ' 
po ' down a dr ink of whi skey , dey ' r e gone away an ' won ' t  bother yo ' no mo ' .  I f  
they bo ther yo ' right on , yo ' take an ' g i t  chew a s if t er an ' p lace i t  in d e  bed 
wi th yo ' . an ' at the time this thing s tar t tuh r idin ' , if yo ' kin ketch i t  up -
but it ' s kind of a s train f o ' yo ' tuh ketch it up , an '  turn it ovah one time an ' 
yo ' ket ch de spirit in dere . Dey tell me yo ' see a IiI ' somep in de next mawnin � 
there in de sifter .  [See Sp irits , like alcohol , in Index . ] [ Faye tteville , � .  
C ar . ,  ( 139 8) , 2519 : 8 . ] 

535 . Well , dey say if a per s on dies , if  he die cruel to yo ' or s omething 1ak 
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dat , say his spirit will come back . Well , it  comes den through a dream - co ' s e 
dey has rid me - it j es t  as natchral though as I ' m lookin ' at chew . They j ump s  
right up on yo ' an ' dey ket ch yo ' an ' when dey ketches yo ' , yo ' try to call but 
yo ' can ' t call - yo ' j es '  [ demons trates ] ( gasp - gasp) j es t  lak dat unt il he 
turn yo ' loose . 

(Trying to cat ch your breath? ) 
That ' s  right ,  until he turn yo '  loos e , an ' yo ' kin hear ' im when he h it de 

floor - an ' yo ' kin hear him when he come in , but chew can ' t s ee him .  
(This is a spirit ? )  
That ' s  right . 
(Well , can ' t you keep them out of the hous e any way ? ) 
Yo ' take a new p iece of lumber an ' take yo ' a lamp . Firs t ,  yo ' take that 

lumber , a new p iece dat nevah been used , an ' drive it r ight cross  de do ' an ' set  
dat  lamp ab out three and a half f eet from it , an ' he ' ll nevah walk in no more . 

(What kind o f  a lamp ? ) 
Jest a ordinary burning lamp , oil lamp . 
(You keep that lamp lighted a t  night ? )  
Jes t turn i t  low an ' put dat p iece o f  new lumb er down dere an ' yo ' won ' t be 

b othered with him any more - unless you ' d us e it , take it up . 
(Did you ever hear of them cat ching one of those peop le - somet imes they catch 

them? ) 
Well , ah ' ve heard they cat ch them in a sif ter . Yo ' takes a sif ter an ' when 

yo ' put it over yore face , right up on yore b reas t 1ak that , or if it ' s  a pers on 
dat have drunk whi skey - if he is a whiskey drinker , yo ' takes a li t tle whiskey 
yo ' put right round in dat place , an ' when he comes , he ' ll git in dat an ' yo ' ll 
ketch him and when yo ' ketch him , he ' s j es t  a lump of j elly .  [ St .  P etersburg , 
Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1583 : 7 . ] 

5 3 6 . This  happened down here in Charlotte [ C ounty , Virg inia ] ab out fif ty-one 
years ago [ 1886 ] . They used to say it was s omething they called The OZd Hag . 

WITCH-RIDING 
AND 

DOCTORS 

(The O Zd Hag .  ) 
Used to ride folks . And this old man us ed to come to this other 
man ' s  hous e and ride him like a horse . It ' s  a fact , he us ed to 
ride this old man . And it was this old lady over there tell him 
what to do - this old witch tell him what to do , say , "S tane1y 

[ S tanley? ] ,  you go and get you a bottle tonight and put it r ight by your bed and 
when dat ole hag j ump on you - course you can ' t get dat bottle [while he ' s  riding 
you ] , but the t ime he j ump off you , you grabs de bottle and makes your water in 
it  ' fore he get out de hous e . "  

[Like No . 531 , this  is ano ther good trick , if you can do it l ]  
And this ole man did that . And the next morning the old man that was doing de 

riding , he come back there - he come back and he ' d  been walking round and talking 
round , looked kind of draggy-fied , kind of ashamed , downcas t ,  and all that thing . 
But this old man , he didn ' t said anything - [ didn ' t ]  s aid why did he ever come 
again - walking round and talking round ,  and the fellow s aid nuthin ' , and the 
third time round he said , "Goodness sakes , you got me tie up - I want you to 
please turn me loose . "  

(What do you mean by tied up - he couldn ' t  make water ? )  
Couldn ' t  make water - and he say , "No sir , I ain ' t  got you tie up - you tie 

yourself up . "  He says , "Yes , "  he says , " this is the last place I stays at -
please turn me loose . " So he p leaded wit him and he promis ed him dat he wouldn ' t  
ride him no more , so the ole man turn him loos e . And that was a fact becaus e  
dat happened s ince I was a child like that . [ Petersburg ,  Va . ,  ( 443) , 414 : 2 ;  
informant Mrs . Gibbs , col lected Wednesday , June 2 ,  193 7 . ]  
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537 . Ah said dat de wi tch got mad wit me one day ' b out mah husb and . 

159 

( Did you call her a wit ch - a colored witch? ) [ I  am repeating what she had 
previous ly said . ] 

Yes s ir - she ' s  daid though now ,  b ut she come dat night an ' got at me ' caus e 
ah d idn ' t  let ' er s ew on mah machine an ' she said , I tFo ' ks es b e  her e s ewin ' on 
dat machine an ' you ' ll b e  gone." An '  she lit right on me - ah had a li t t le b aby 
an ' she took de b aby an ' laid him off aside - then she j umped - s aid she didn ' t  
wanta hurt de baby - said, "Ah ' ll kill you tonight . "  She j ump ed on me an ' she 
caught me right in my throat here - an ' yo ' know yo ' can ' t talk p lain when dey 
ketch yo ' an ' ah j es ' could mumb le - mumb le - an ' mah husb an ' he wus as leep -
sleep in ' in another b ed an ' he heard me g roaning . So  he j umped an ' run up in 
de room where ah wus an ' asked me whut on earth de mat tah , an ' ah said it wus a 
woman , "Dat woman whut worked wit you , she j ump ed on me j es ' now." An ' when she 
went to  go out ,  de hous e popp ed - an ' she said, "Ah didn ' t git chah dis time . "  

( She went out of the hous e ,  how? ) 
De house popped when she went to go out . An ' ah tole ' er,  ah say . "You 

didn ' t  git  me dis t ime , " ah say , "you won ' t  nevah g i t  me , "  ' cause she didn ' t  
know ah knowed dis triak about whut t o do tuh wi tches . 

Ah j umps up an ' made de watah an ' put de b o t t le up de chim1ey - turn de bottle 
up - den in a day or two she come dere beggin ' me t o  take ' er down, beggin ' me to 
take ' er down . Ah tole ' er , "Take yo ' down for wha t , " ah said , "ah didn ' t put 
chew nowhere . "  She say , "Yes , yo ' got me up de chim1ey . "  An ' she j es '  - an ' 
begs me t o  take ' er down . An ' dey said it ought nevah b een done - ought nevah 
took de bottle down - oughta j es '  let ' er die . Yes sir . 

(What did you do then with that bott le? When you released her, what did you 
do with that bott le? ) 

I t  was a b lack b ot t le . 
formerly much used in the 

( I t  was a b lack bo t t le 
Yes sir . 

[ See als o No . 40 . Here is the deadly black bottle 
New Orleans area . ] 
- you took the b o t t le out o f  the ahimZey ? )  

( S o  she could b e  all right . What did you do with the bott le? ) 
Ah j us t  took it an ' chunked it  away . Dey tole me to chunk i t  in runnin ' watah 

an ' ah chunked it , an ' she j es '  goin ' it all de t ime - she nevah was s atis fied 
nowher e .  

( Did tha t happen to her ?  She didn ' t  ride you any more? ) 
No sir . She nevah bothered me no more . 
(Who told you that old prank - where did you hear it? ) 
Wel l ,  a ole lady . She was ole , too - she tole me t o  do dat e 
(A colored woman or a white woman? ) 
Colored woman . 
(Where did thi s happen - what county ? )  
Marengo [County ] ,  Alab ama . 
(How long ago was that ? )  � 
Dat ' s  b een now about thir ty-f ive years ago . 
[This is  my only example of a wi tch pu tting a bad mouth on a s leeping or ha1f-

s leeping person . ]  [Mob i le , Ala . ,  ( 7 06) , 9 7 0 : 3 . ] 
538 . Nine pins and nine needles . 
(Ye s ? )  
You s ee , you put haids down and tails up ,  and heads down and tails up 

[ alternate them ] - say , t o  keep the wit ch away f rom your house . 
(To keep the wit ch away . Where would he put these ? )  
You j us t  s t ick ' em  in a bot t le . 
( I  see . Who t o ld you that ? )  

I 
/ 

/ / 
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His name was S imon Pugh . 
(Pugh . Well , what was he - was he a root doctor? ) 
He called hi sself to be a root doctor and also a preacher . 
( I  see - that was down in North Carolina . )  
That ' s  right - in Lit tleton , North Caro lina . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 43 3 ) , 3 89 : 1 . ] 
539 . (They do what ? )  
Three tacks , new tacks , in the doorsill and that b roke ' em off  o f  her . I ' ve 

heard her t e ll that . 
(Thes e hags riding her - or what ever i t  was ? )  
Yes - everwhat i t  was, they us e t o  ride her . I rememb er her making this awful 

noise - 1eas tways I was a great b ig girl but we used to be afraid of her when she 
lie down and go to s leep , and run and leave the house and get somebody to come in 
and to shake her . I ' member one [ once ] we ' d  taken a broom and throwed on d e  b ed 
on her - we were afraid t o  go t o  her - she was carryin ' on so . And s o  the way 
she got broke of  them , I heard her say that she went to some old root doctor and 
he told her to go to the s tore and buy a new b ox of tacks - drive three new tacks 
in the doors ill in her bedroom and s aid they couldn ' t  cross those tacks . I ' d 
heard that s tory - when you ask me , things come to me . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 445) , 
432 : 1 . ] 

540 . De same thing as ah s aid - yo ' kin take a b read sifter and a fork, j es t  
put de fork in de bread sif t er and s e t  d em  down on de chair b y  de side o f  d e  b ed ,  
and he ' ll be r igh t dere till morning trying to count de holes . 

(What does he look l ike in the morning?) 
Ah nevah caught one . But ah ' ve had some f ew [pat ients ]  to  come tuh me for 

da t , an ' ah tole ' em  to do dat and dey'd j ump out of  b ed and run , leave ' em  dere . 
Dey looked like a man was skint [ skinned ]  - look like a pers on what was skint , 
had j us t  b een skint like yo ' d  skin a cow . I t ' s  his frame s t anding d ere and he 
s lip out o f  his hide . [Washing ton , D .  C . ,  ( 6 21a) , 79 4 : 2 ;  a doctor . ]  

541 . I was ab out ten years old . We ll , mah grandmo ther used to tell me i f  ah 
wouldn ' t  b e  good that a hag she would come at night an ' ride me . Well , ah never 
did believe it tu11 - when ah ' d  go to b ed ,  j is ,  about ev ' ry mawnin ' j is t  about 
fo r  ' clock , it would always be some dark woman would come an ' g it right on mah 
b ed an ' seemed if she tried t o  choke me . An '  she ' d  be chokin ' me an ' chokin ' me 
an ' i t  seemed like always j is t  de time ah ' d  b e  tryin ' tuh holler she ' d  choke me 
all de tighter . Well , she kep t doin ' dat fer ab out a week - she never would 
choke me to death but she always would choke me where ah really would be s tran
gled .  She did dat about two weeks out of ev ' ry month an ' it wus j es t  like dat 
fer about six months . 

De doctor he said ah was nervous . So  my mother she kep t on tryin ' ev ' rythin ' 
an ' s o a ole lady [doctor ] tole her to take s t raws an ' put 'em in d e  center of 
b ed at night when ah go to bed , like a cross , an ' dat would s top it . Well ,  she 
tr ied dat - two crosses dere fer a while an ' fer a while de woman she ' d  always 
come an ' bother me but she never would come near to choke me , she ' d s tand o f f  
with one of her hands up in front of her face . S o  mah mother she s tart ed t o  put 
mah b rother in de b ed to s leep with me . Well ,  ins tead of bothering me de woman 
would go to mah b rother an' bother �im , an ' she did him de s ame way she did me 
fer a long t ime until she had him where he was gittin ' p ore - los in ' weigh t all 
de  time . She t ried de s traws on mah brother but dey wouldn ' t  help him at all . 
S o  she would take him an ' put him in b ed with her an ' she could wake up an '  
really see him choking at  night . But de woman never did come b o ther me long as 
de s traws was in mah bed . 

So de ole lady tole my mo ther that it wasn ' t  but one thing fer her to do , that 
was to burn this heah sulphur in all de rooms at night b e fo ' we go to bed - shut 
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de windahs t ight down an '  wouldn ' t  open up de windahs no mo ' atall at nigh t to 
let air in - let her in - fer at least a month . So mah mother she did dat for at 
least a month . Well , grad ' lly - we ' d  always hear a noi s e  lak s omebody scratchin ' 
on de s ide of de windahpane tryin ' t o  git  in . So purty s oon it  s t opped an ' mah 
mother she could raise de windahs again . 

B ut always , along ab out around de full of  de moon , dis woman she ' d come b ack . 
She always would come b ack an ' yo '  could hear her laugh - a funny laugh at night . 

(But she never b othered you any more? ) 
Nevah bothered us any mo re but she always j es '  come b ack an ' laughed . 

[ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 7 00 : 9 . ] 
542 . Well , I know a lady one t ime that was s ick from - ah don ' t  know what was 

de cause of her s i cknes s ,  but they s aid that they thought someone was mad at her 
and they claimed that the wit ches wa s r id ing her . But what I was j us t  speaking 
ab out was here in - thi s has been ' round about twenty-one years ago . And - oh , 
the wi t ches wou ld ride ' er night s .  A wit ch got  af t er her  one day in the daytime 
and she d es crib ed the lady ' s  dress and cal led de lady ' s  name , and de lady came 
there to de hous e that day . She said the man [dootor ] told her that he would 
bring her there to her . And the lady came there and she said this lady had on 
a b lue dres s with white round the s leeves - said that she had a real fat wr is t .  
And this lady , we childr en us ed to call her butter-�ri8t .  She wasn ' t  neither 
ligh t nor red ; she was a kind of a pumpkin color and we used to call her butter
�ri8t - her comp lext ion , you know . And so she said this lady was mad with her -
see , over a young man . Seems if  - she had a niece tha t , why she had raised , and 
this young man you know had visited her [ the niec e ]  once or twice and he liked 
this other g irl b e t t er than he did her , and s omeone had circulat ed the news that 
they were married , go ing to marry . And this g ir l  [niec e ]  go t s ick , and then when 
she b egan to get b e t t er , why then this wit ch commenced to bother her . 

And somet imes you could be s et tin '  b eside o f  h er b ed and you could hear j ust 
like s omeone came in the door , but the door  would s t i ll b e  shut . Somet imes the 
door would shake and the p eople would say it was the wind . And then you would 
hear her keep ing [ imi t at ing ? ] the noise - see if it would go away . She ' d  say , 
"That wit ch pest is after me , "  says , " there she go . "  

And s o  one night we said we were going to  s tay there and wat ch - I was always 
like a lit tle curiosity . So we said we were go ing to set  up and wat ch for her 
that night . So th ey heard ' em  s ay you could hang a sift er over th e door , you 
know , or over your b ed , and the wit ch couldn ' t  b o ther you b e caus e it had to count 
all those holes , and b efore they ' d  get through counting thos e holes it would b e  , 
dawn .  So we hung the s ifter up and then they cros sed nine need les and nine pins 
in the b ack - said they would s t ick in her when she come down the b ack o f the 
f ireplace . 

(Where did they cross these needles and pins ? )  
I n  the b ack o f  the f ireplace - you know , the fireplace that  has the lit t le 

shoulders , two of  them . And you cro s s  them , you see , and th ey get s  hot . And 
they t ook a horseshoe and hung up over the door [ demons trates ] - see , that will 
keep evil ones out . 

( They hung i t  with the open par t up - I see . ) 
Yes - see they hang s this horseshoe with the open par t  up . Say , long as that 

horseshoe up over the door with the open par t  up - and we ' d  taken and got  us a 
box o f  new cayenne pepper and a b ox of salt and a b ox o f  sulphur , and we mixed 
that together and put s ome of tha t in a thin b ag or a piece like mos quito lawn , 
so it would j ust  set  righ t down over the door , and anyone come in , see , opening 
the s creen door ,  why that would touch it , you s ee . Well , they say a wit ch ,  you 
know , doesn ' t  have any skin on , you s ee , and if that salt and pepper gets on ' em , 

! 
/ 
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you see , that wi ll hurt them . And so  then we all goes in de room and lays down 
and we leaves de door op en a crack so we could wat ch her b ed , and so we fixes de 
light out there in her room .  And so we takes some Sunday S choo l b ooks - a man 
told us t o  take some Sunday S chool books and Bib les and turn to a cert ain chap t er 
in d e  B ib le , but have de whole nine chapters - b ooks of de s ame chapter and lays 
' em  open - said , and she would come and we could see her in p erson .  Said the 
person -

(They used nine b ooks ? )  
Uh-huh - there wouldn ' t  b e  any way fer her t o  get on d e  b ed . 
(Nine b ooks o f  what - nine different Bib les ? )  
Nine Bib les ,  all th e s ame chapt ers - see , us e those Sunday S chool books or 

what ever b ooks you can ; lit tle Bib le s t ories that have the same chap ter , j ust  
like the 15th Chap ter o f  John , you see , or the Psalms . Well , you see , we  had 
diff iculty in get ting nine B ib les and they used Sunday School b o oks with them . 
And you take thos e Sunday S chool books ,  and you j ust  lie them down , you see , on 
de s ide of de b ed and one to the head of de bed and one to de foot and then she 
takes the B ib le , you see , and lies that right ' cross her breas t . 

[Nine B ibles should b e  used - three on each side of the bed , one at head and 
foot of bed , and one on the b reast ; the lat ter mus t b e  a Bib le .  These nine books 
are unevenly , odd-numbepZy p laced . ] 

And so , we hadn ' t  j ust finished fixing that and b een in the room more than 
thirty- f ive minutes before she s ays , "Here she is" - says ,  "here ' s  Mi z So-and
So" - says , "here ' s Mi z So-and-So . "  She s aid that she made a shadow between her 
and de l ight . She says , "Hurry up - she ' s  done b lowed out dat light - hurry up 
and come on ou t with a lamp - she ' s  done gone and blowed out de light . "  

Th e lady [ aunt ] she s ays , "No , she ain ' t . "  
"That was her shadow , "  s ays [bewitched woman ] , " that ' s  her" - s ays , " that ' s 

her - the light ' s  not out - that ' s  her - she ' s  in between me and the light - ah 
thought  mah light was out . "  

And the door shook again , but we didn ' t fix but one door , and then she come in 
the b ack door . There was two back doors and a shed on the hous e , and we d idn ' t  
f ix b o th o f  thos e back doors becaus e it usually b een the front door , see , where 
we come in to , the nearer the g irl ' s  b ed - s ee , the bed was like there and we 
fixed the door there , but we didn ' t  fix these two back doors . So , when she went 
through this door it j us t  shook , and the back door j us t  opened and shut , and we 
op ened the door - opened the ins ide door and it looked j us t  like looking out 
through her kitchen door , and it was s t ill so j us t  like we left it . 

(Did you see anything at all ? )  
No , we didn ' t  see anything , but she s een it . [ E lizabeth City , N .  Car . , ( 438) , 

409 : 3 . ] 
543 . Her daughter wouldn ' t  let her b e  shrouded . 
(Well , why wouldn ' t  they l et her b e  shrouded - what ' s the idea of  that ? ) 
Well , they said people would find out where she was . 
(Oh , I s ee . ) 
You see , that was to keep peop le from finding - knowing where she was , and she 

had been shot in her hip , and she was cripp led in her hip . O f  course ,  you know , 
she wasn ' t  sho t person ' ly - she fell on the road and it [her hip ] b roke , but they 
s aid a man had drew her pit chure in the woods , you know . 

He had a lit tle s t ore and each and ev ' ry night someone would go in there , you 
know , and g et things outen the store and he couldn ' t  see nowheres they ent ered . 
So  a man [doatop] told him one day what to do to prevent ' em  - s ays , "Now , you 
put a hacks aw in there [ s toreroom? or keyhole? ] .  

(A hacks aw? ) 
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A hacksaw - that ' s  one of them things with a who le lots of picks s ticking up . 
I don ' t  know now what you us e i t  for . [He ]  says , "When you come b ack t omorrow , 
you kin sprinkle s ome salt and pepper ' round here near the keyhole" - says , "and 
when you come back tomorrow morning , she ' ll be s tanding out chere anxious fer you 
to go in" - says , "and don ' t you open the door and let her in" - s ays , "if  you 
do , why you can ' t taken it offen her . "  

So  that morning , the man says , when he came down , why she was standing there . 
And she says , "Ah been here wait ing and wait ing fer you fer hours . "  
[ He ]  says she j us t  hollered at him . 
[ She ] says , "And ah want some matches . I can ' t make a fire , "  she says , "and 

cook me and my children no thing to eat . "  
He says , "Wel l , I ' m sorry , I haven ' t  got no mat ches , "  says , "I ' m  started down 

to the post  o f f ice  and I haven ' t  got time to go  in th e s t ore . I 'm in a hurry . " 
And he went right on . 

Ooh , they says she j us t  shook and she ran on then and s tarted running home . 
So  h e  went on b ack to the house - inst ead of keeping on to the pos t of fice , 

he went on b ack to the house . And he ' d  always heard that you could draw a person 
if you [ the p erson ] was a wit ch and draw dey pitchure on a shing le , or eitherwise 
on a cake of bread , you know , like peop le us ed to  bake bread to a firep lace , 
fZoup bpead. I don ' t know whe ther you ' ve heard talk of it but they could . 

(FZoup bpead? ) 
Yes , take and make it up like you gon I a make b i s cuit s  and put it on a griddle 

and sit it up to a f ir e  - in f ront of a firep lace and le t it  bake .  And he draw 
her pitchure as near as he could , or the image of her , you know , and taken it 
back in de woods and shot i t  - cut up silver money and put in there ins tead of  
the sho ts in de shell and shot it . And they s aid that she was j us t  about a 
quarter of a mile f rom home and on a plain s traight road , smooth road - no roots , 
not anyth ing - and wh en he shot that pitchure j u s t  through de hip , she fell . Her 
leg broke - her hip . 

And s o  de people went and found her - she hollered and the peop le came . And 
she said she had s tumped her foot over a roo t and there wasn ' t any root there , 
and they said she had a broken h ip . And so her daugh ter wouldn ' t  let anyone 
shroud her when she died . [ Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , ( 4 3 8) , 40 8 : 2 . ] 

544 . So  we didn ' t  have any more troub le .  Ah s een a man [dootop] and this 
where I was t elling you ab out de f rog s . So  ah to ld him [ ab out the witch or hag 
b othering his mother ] .  And he told me - it ' s  about a piece of b eef , says , "We 
goin ' tuh kill beef t omorrow , "  say ,  "when you buy a piece o f  b ee f , b e  sure and 
have a piece of s i lver money to  pay for it  - you fetch i t  but I give it back to 
you . " He says , [When ]  "you buy this p iece of beef , "  s ays , "don ' t  carry any pan 
or no thing out ther e for tuh bring in de hous e then , but let the b lood drop from 
that beef right on s traigh t  o n  through the house , from b eginning righ t  on in the 
kit chen , "  say , "and you won ' t  be  bo thered anymore , "  and he says ,  "they might come 
bu t they cain I t come in . "  

(Was he a whi t e  man or a colored man? ) 
No , he was a color ed man . 
(Colored man . )  
He was a colored man . And so I went down there to the gat e  and got the beef 

and he gave me a piece of b eef  liver too , see , and I had a pi ece [ of beef ] in ; 
each hand and de b lood was j us t  a-dripping , and it dripped righ t  all round there / 
[ the gat e ] . And I carried it in de kit chen and put it  on de table and I ' d taken, 
a cloth and wiped my hands . And my mother called me - she was helpl ' s  then , and 
she called me then to come in and get the [ s ilver ] money [ for the man] and I 
threw this cloth righ t on de f loor . And it seems - looked like de blood j us t  got 



164 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundation -

right down there . And my s i s t er was out there and s o  she picked i t  up and hung 
up beside de doo r. Well , you see i t  was so bloody and all becaus e it was - the 
porch , see , down there . They had one of those walkways [ breezeway or dogtrot ] 
between the hous e ,  and she hung it up there . And see , there was s o  much b lood 
on it unt il it j us t  ran up there , you know , agains t the s ide of de  door - you 
know , like you have a nail for to hang a pan or s omep in beside de door . So, that 
was a Saturday evening [ aft ernoon ] round about two o ' clo ck .  So , I hung de beef 
up in de kitchen . He t ole me to put j ust a p iece o f paper or somepin lak that 
wha t I could throw right on away, under it fer to ket ch the drops . 

And that Saturday night ' tween nine and ten o ' clock my mo ther lied down. So 
then , b ro ther and I, and my niece what stayed there wi th us - we sits  round dere . 
Ther e  wasn ' t but three o f  us dere to home - and my s i s t er ' s  child s t ayed with us . 

And so we wasn ' t  more than in the bed good b efore my mo ther called me and she 
s ays, "There ' s  [ they are]  right round de hous e . " 

And I got  out and looked and I didn ' t  see anything at all . 
She says , " I s  there [ th ey are there ] . "  
And we had s ome geese and they was j us t  de same as a dog in de yard when there 

was anyth ing out there, and they was j us t  running round and keep ing a nois e , j us t  
lak whenever a dog would get dere in d e  yard , o r  some person - j us t  a-honking and 
keep ing a lot s  o f  noise ,  and it s eems like I had de funnies t feeling t o  de shoes . 

And she says , " I t  was r ight there in that window . " 
I t  was in the summertime and we had the s creen in the window, wire t acked in . 

We didn ' t  us e drawed [ s liding ] s creens - us ed de wi re nailed in - and de curtain 
were up, and see there was a moon shining j us t  as pretty and brigh t  as day . 

And she said they were s tanding right dere in dat window , "Cause ah s eed ' em , "  
says, "and I wouldn ' t  t ell you that there was someb ody there , ' cause I was afraid 
you would get frightened and I know you would take the gun and shoo t," she says , 
" and then that would tear my nerves all to p ieces . " 

"Well , "  ah s ays , "mother, ah does feel funny . "  
She s ays , "Well, when you went out in de other room ,  dey come back , "  she s ays , 

"you go b ack in the other room and see will dey come b ack . " 
Ab s ays , "Well, if dey do , you kin ' ly knock on de ho use or s omep in . " 
And she says , "Ab clear up mah throat . "  
So  I went on back den in de livingroom and went on through in de shedroom , and 

she s aid , "Here dey is , "  and I went back and looked and ah couldn ' t s ee anything . 
My brother and I we took de gun and shot and ah thought my mother would die . 

And I ' ve been shoot in , dat gun ever since I gues s I was round about t en  year old , 
and had never had it kick before .  But I don ' t figure though where it kicked me -
s ee, I didn ' t hold it fast ' nuf f when I was shoo t in ' in de excitement , but I know 
i t  was a mis erable feelin ' .  And thos e gees e kicked up until day . That's my las t  
great experience that I ' ve had with wit ches . 

[ After informant leaves I comment to microphone . ]  
(And that ended the wit ch s tory - end o f  438 - rep eated things of yes terday 

b ecause of bad re cording . )  [ Elizab eth City, N .  Car . , ( 43 8) , 410 : 1 . ] 

THE DOCTORS AT WORK 

REPORTS FROM LAYMEN 

[ Although relations between layman and doctop were previously mentioned , here 
we wi ll cons ider in greater detail and wider field laymen ' s  though ts about and 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wit chcraft - Roo two rk - 165 

experiences with doatops . This will comp lete  our p reparat ion for meeting doatops 
personal ly in the following interview s ection . Where to b eg in is the pr�lem 
b ecaus e do atops are many-s ided p ers ons - healer , wi t ch do ctor , ghos t layer , s eer , 
fortune- teller , shrine keep er , spiPi tua Z , buried-treasure hunt er , love advis er , 
courtroom specialist , gamb ling consultant , boot legger ' s  friend , and j us t about 
anything wanted . I s tart with a rather broad subj ect I mus t call diagnosis . ]  

DIAGNOSIS 

545 . Now in case a man ' s child - somebody has caus ed a man ' s child to wander 
about from the house , won ' t s tay home , yo ' ll see the ' fect of it aroun ' de fire
place . Dere ' ll come a drove of  ant s ,  black ant ses , all an de mantelp iece comin ' 

in droves , some ga in '  an ' some comin ' ,  an ' will cross each o thah this way , 
ANTS cross each othah gain ' to  an '  fro . Well , p eople have o ftentime wondered 

whut does that mean . Yore child will wander aroun ' an ' can ' t s tay home . 
Well , now there ' s  remedy fa ' that . The remedy is , i f  yo ' would like to heah it , 
take some salt - Epsom salts , some quinine an ' b lack pepp ah an ' mix it  together 
three days cont inuous , an ' sprinkle it all an de edge of de mantelpiece all 
aroun ' it an ' thos e  antses will leave . Any child mind will b ecome s ettled . 

(Well , why are thos e ant s there? Have you any idea ? )  
Well , it ' s  a s ign your child ' s  mind is no t right - i t  i s  unsettled . Where 

dey come from ah don ' t know , but dey will cease to come . 
(Well , what causes that ? Somebody has done s omething to the child? ) 
Someb ody have done something to de child t o cause de child not to stay home 

an ' aggravate de parents , keep de parents confused an ' dey don ' t know whut ' s  de 
matter with de chi ld . He will come home an ' his mind b ecome sett led fa ' a while . 
Event ' ly de chi le go clean off an ' won ' t  s tay at home none at all - dat ' s  a s ign 
of dat e [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , ( 1408), 2530 : 17 . ]  

546 . This was in Caroline [ County , Virginia ] .  This is a aunjuping thing . I t  
was two s is ters . One s i s ter took the other sis ter ' s  husb and . So  this sis ter had 
a spell put on the s is ter who took the husband . So she b ecame suddenly ill and 

sent for her son and he came . And she grew s o  ill they sent for the doc tor 
BALL and he came , but did no t do any good . S o  finally , the son s ent for a 

neighbor and the neighbor thought she was going to die so she s ent for the 
o lder son . And when he came his sug ges tion was to send for an old colored woman 
Who ' s supposed to be  a aunjupe . So  they sent for her . 

And sh e came in a buggy with her grands on driving . And she called for the 
woman to come out to the buggy that was s ick. And they said she could not come . 
So she insis ted on her coming . But she s aid she could go anywhere in the house 
excep t to the front door . Every t ime she moved toward the front door she got · 
wor s e . 

So  this aunjupe woman got out of her buggy and s t ood at de front gate opening 
her bag of f ixtur es , and she t ook out a ball ab out the s i ze of  a apple - a wood 
ball , and asked for a hoe ,  after which she talked to  the ball and s aid , "Go where 
'I"'"S'e'nd you and when you have found the spot s tand s t ill . " S o  she tos s ed de b all . 
I t went a few s teps and stopp ed r ight in front of the front door . And she told 
the boy to dig two feet righ t under that ball and there that he would find a 
bott le and bring it to me , which he did . 

S o  she s aid to her [ s ick woman ' s ]  son , "Go , t ell your mother to come to the 
front door . "  

So she got up and came immediately . 
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She didn ' t  say what was in the bottle she fouqp . 
And the (!unjure said to her , "Let your sis ter 't; husb and alone . "  [Near 

Fredericksburg , Va . ,  ( 7 1), by hand ; in Caro line Co . , 1886 . ] 
5 4 7 . We had a team , the name of i t  was Blue Caydex - a baseball team , an ' we 

had chalunge of  a very hard team , an ' we were told to go to an 01' lady , that she 
could give us somep in that we would win . Anyhow , we goes an ' tries the luck out . 

An ' she gave us a little b o t t le - cut g lass . I t  had eighteen li t tle 
BALLS b alls an ' somep in [a liquid ] into  it . One [ g roup of nine b alls ] wus 

EIGHTEEN dark , an ' the others wus light , an ' they wer e representin ' each t eam ,  
you s ee ; an ' when one o f  the nine would go down t o  the b o t tom ,  nine 

would come up to the top . That wus repres entin ' the teams , one gain '  down , an ' 
one comin ' up wus us . An ' she told us to take that an ' rub a little bit  of  it 
in the sand [ of the baseball diamond ] b efore we entered de g ame . An ' we did lak 
she said an ' we didn ' t  have any troub l e  ei ther . [ Deal Is land , Md . , ( ? ) , 2 2 : 1 . ]  

548 .  Dat ' s  one part ah nevah did b e lieve in , Captain , ah have tuh tell yo ' 
' b out dat . Ah ' ve heard - a man have come tuh me an ' told me tha t since ah wus a 

married man in mah home dat fo lks had done somep in to me - ah wus in hard 
BIBLE luck , an ' if  ah would give him so  much cash he could go an ' git  me - put 

somep in - a t oadfrog an ' de tail of  redhead scorpion - an ' ah could avo id 
all de troub les dat ah wus gain ' have in mah home , sech as . 

An ' then , too , once when ah f irst married , a man come tuh mah home an ' claimed 
to be a root man - a man could give han 's . He said to me - ah hal ' de Bible on 
mah desk - ah ' d  comed in from mah j ob and was there settin '  down talkin ' wit mah 
wi fe - he said that someone wus gain ' git  b etween me an ' mah wife - he could take 
dat B ib le an ' make dat Bib le dance . 

He said , "Now , this yo ' Bib le - yo ' bough t  dis Bib le . "  
"Ah didn ' t  bought it . "  
He said , "No? Yo ' b ought it an ' yo ' pres ent i t  to  yore wife . "  An ' he said , 

"Anyway , anyb ody is working agains t yo ' an ' agains t yore wife , "  said , "ah kin 
make dis Bib le t ell us by dancing , as I call to it . " 

So I set there an ' lis ten awhile after de man talked . Yo ' know how a fellow 
when he don ' t  b elieve whut yo ' saying . Ah says , "We ll , now yo ' come with han 's . 
I unders tand dat yo ' s  a man go roun ' givin ' han ' s . " Ah s aid , "Well , ah b ought 
dat B ible as yo ' say an ' present to  mah wi fe . Ah did , but so fur as de Bib le 
dancing , ah don ' believes dat any man on earth kin make a B ib le dance . But ah 
do believe dis , "  ah said , "ah know dat ah kin make yo ' dance . "  

An '  ah set  dere awhile an ' he commence talkin ' ab out a fo ' k  - he could take a 
fo ' k an ' put dat fo ' k  - two fo ' ks in d e  Bib le an ' talk t o  i t  an ' i t  would dance , 
a natural dance wi th a man , an ' he s ay if ah didn ' t bel ieve ,  he could make it  cut 
up a j ig ,  j es '  lak an ole-time j ig-dance . People used to s ay j iggin ' . An ' he 
said he could make dat Bib le do that . So ah didn ' t give him time to make de 
Bib le do i t .  Ah j es '  tole him , ah said � "Now , lis ten ,  j es '  wait ' l l ah come out 
in de road an ' ah ' ll find ou t can ' t yo ' dance de same as de Bib l e . "  An ' he 
leaved . 

(In preaching and get t ing around the country , meeting people , do you find that 
be lief in that stuff is dying out - the belief in thi s conj uration and wit chcraf t 
is dying out ? Or is there as much of i t  now as there was when you were a b oy ? )  

No sir , not a s  much , now as i t  was when ah wus young . We ll , ab out as much , 
but then folks don ' t  partake of  it as b ad as dey did then . Yo ' know , ' way b ack 
dere , folks wus a little rna '  dumb er den dey is now , an ' any thing lak dat would 
pret� near - a fellah would take on to him [ " take him in" ] . [ SlUllter , S .  Car . ,  
( 13 81 ) , 2453 : 1 . ] 

5 49 . They t ell me now , if any o f  de fami ly git  kil led , like you [want to ] 
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find out who did it - let  me see how I ' ll work that thing . Yes . If  s omeb�dy 
got killed , yo ' take de B ib le an ' you ' ll read tn de Bib le ,  in the - I can ' t  call 

de [ refer ence ] , "When ah p as s  by yo ' , ah saw yore b lood pollut ed an ' ah 
BIBLE s aid unto thee , ' Thou [ thy ] s oul shal l live ' "  = [ "And when I pas s ed by 
DIME thee , and s aw thee polluted in thine own b l ood , I s aid unto thee when 
GARTER thou wast in thy b lood , Live ; yeah , I said unt o thee when thou wast in 

thy b lood , Live . "  Eze . 16 : 6 . ] 
At the s ame t ime you ' ll take a garter - any kind of garter like worn ens wear round 
dere laig , or if yo ' have des e  heah wris t ones like yo ' wear on yore s leeve to 
hold it up , yo ' ll take dat . An ' yo ' ll put i t  in de  B ib le an ' yo ' ll hold yore 
finger on that garter wit a dime in it , an ' when yo ' read dat thing den agin an ' 
call dat fellah ' s  name , repeat his name five t ime . When yo '  turn ovah dat garter 
an ' it  done s lipped out from under dat dime , yo ' put dat b uckle on dere - yo ' see 
dat gar ter go t  a buckle on dere - yo ' put dat gart er - dat dime done s lipped out 
from under dat buckle as yo ' call his name . Well , den , now lak if yo ' say , "Wi ll 
Johnson" over dat or "Sam Williams " when yo ' strike his name . Yo ' might possib ly 
call s everal names , but when yo ' s trike d e  right name yo ' watch dat dime - i t ' ll 
s lip out f rom u�der dat buckle . Dey tell me dat ' ll certainly f ind out whoevah 
it is , if a individual have done i t  an ' nob ody know who it is . [Waycro ss , Ga . , 
( 113 8) , 185 3 : 1 . ] 

550 . Take an ' pick - pick yore lef t , dis fingah right heah . 
( The f ing er next to the little finger on the lef t hand . )  
Yes , an ' put it  - take a key an ' put i t  in de  Bib le an ' de plac e  where yo ' 

turn dat book open , i f  it turns to "Now , an ' i t  came to pass , "  whatevah yo ' want 
tuh happ en will happ en . 

(Where do you put this b lood ? )  
On d e  key . Yo ' put d e  key in d e  Bib l e  an ' j es ' - well , yo ' don ' b e  lookin ' .  

Yo ' know ,  yo ' drop de b lood on it  j es t  anywhere in dere an ' then yo ' p lace that 
key in dere . Den yo ' turn op en de b ook an ' i f  yo '  open it to a place whatevah 
yo '  - yo ' already make yore wish or whatevah yo ' f ind out , whether it ' s  goin ' tuh 
happen or not - an ' i f  it  comes , "An ' den it  came to pas s "  or "now it came to 
pas s "  i t ' ll happ en , but if yo ' don ' t turn to that , it  won ' t .  

(The b l ood is put on the key , though , isn ' t  it? ) 
Yes , it ' s  put on de key an ' it p laced in d e  B ib l e . [Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , 

( 1426) , 2 5 7 2 : 11 . ] 
55 1 .  You kin take a Bib le and tie a white s tring aroun ' it , any kin ' a  cord 

string aroun ' it , and lash a key onto it  - whenever you tie dat s tring aroun ' 
dere let de key b e  hangin ' onto dat s tring . And take de B ib le , j is '  like you 
take de Bib le up - j is '  like dis here , like dis is de s tring and de key is 
fas t ened on dat [ demons trates - lifts  up on the s tring , lif ting up the Bib le ] , 
and you say , " I f  S ich- and- Sich - if  anyb ody has did any thing to me , let me knOw 
by movin ' . "  And see , dat B ib le wi ll b e  right s till , it ' ll s tay righ t still  if 
dere ' s  nothin ' wrong wid j eh ; but if ' tis anything wrong wid j eh ,  it ' ll swing 
j is '  like dis here [ demons trates - Bib le swings b ack and forth ] . I f you say , 
"I f dere ' s  anything here on me , swing and dr op . "  Then it ' ll swing and fall . De 
Bib le wil l fal l .  I t ' ll s l ip right ou t ch your han ' regardles s of how tight choo 
ho ld it - it ' ll come out . But after dat it swings like dat and let choo know 
dere ' s  someb o dy has done somep in , dat ' 11 let yo ' know whether to go to a doctor - : 
a medical dooto'l' either [ or ]  a 'l'oot dOato'l'. And after you do dat , why , you kin ) 
go to de 'l'oot aootO'l' and tell him dat you ain ' t  feeling - [you do feel ] like 
somebody has did somep in t o  you , and then he ' ll know ' z ackly what , you kn� , 
s tart doin ' for yeh . [Wi lmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 60) , 256 : 1 . ] 

5 5 2 . I ' ve know a woman to do that . 
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(What ? ) 
Take a lit t le girl ' s  pho tograph - a lit t le g row awful fas t , you s ee .  And she 

disliked her and she shoved her f inger at her and told her ' r.ays , "I ' ll keep even 
with your daugh ter" [see Bad mouth in Index . And she g o  into 

BLACK-CAT DOLL her mother ' s  hous e and it was a friend of her mo ther ' s ,  you s ee , 
AND SHOT see , that had her pho to on a t intype , and she ' d  taken this photo 

and she bur ied it with de face down . See . And bur ied i t  wi th de 
face down but be fore she buried i t , she got her some feathers . 

(What kind o f  f eathers ? )  
Turkey feathers ,  j us t  turkey fea thers , and she g o t  those turkey f eathers and 

she aross- laid thos e turkey f eathers . 
(How do you mean cross- Zaid them? ) 
Jus t  like my hand is laying ' cr os s  my fing ers there now [ d emons t rates ] .  
(Made a sort o f  X? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(All r ight . ) 
And she laid those things down there , and then she covered them , s ee . 
(Well now , what did she do - lay them in the g round with the picture on that ? )  
The pi cture on that and then she put some over de p icture , and cover ed ' em  up 

and she s tuck one righ t s traigh t up in de center of it , after she covered it , in 
de shape of a grave - she s tuck one r ight straight up in the center of it . 

(One of what ? )  [ I  knew what , but I want a defini te s tatement from her . ] 
One of thos e f eather s .  
( I see . All right . )  
Right s t raight up and down in de center of i t . Well , the g ir l  then , she b egan 

in the next t en days lingering . They ' d  taken this g ir l  t o  the do ctor and they ' d  
taken the girl to the doctor .  Th e more they ' d taken her to the doctor , the more 
doc tor medicine she take , the worse she get . Finally , it was a fellow come along 
and told ' um  - o ld colored fellow ,  he come along and told this gir l ' s mother that 
she was hurt and she never would get over it . See . And told her one of her 
friends d id it , and told her to give him a dollar and he would cure her . So she 
done what he t old her [ gave him a dollar ] .  S o  when she done that the old man set 
something at the door like a b lack cat . See . Set that thing at the door and he 
went to saying magic and something , c alling de Lord ' s  name , and s omething j ust 
fell all out of that thing j u s t  like shots , running al l over dat hous e . [ In
formant now confuses logical order by g iving conclusion b efore final detai ls . ]  
And that lit t le girl got up and she walked - she hadn ' t  been up walking - she 
got up and walked and she got all right . 

Well ,  this old man then , see - and he told her , "Now , the on e what hurt your 
daugh t er will b e  here , but she ' ll b e  here b efore she [ daughter ] get out de b ed . " 
[ The culprit would soon appear but the victim would not become well unt il later . ]  
Sh ore enough she [ culprit ] walked in , and when sbe walked in , her husb and [ no t  
the culpri t ' s ]  took a wing of a chicken , wi th the b one i n  it , and hi t her righ t 
in de forebead , and when he hi t  her in de forehead , i t  got de b lood from her , and 
he t aken s ome of her b lood and give t o dis man , and dis man throwed [ daughter ' s ]  
spell on hog be bad out in the lot [ cf .  healing of demoniac in Mk . 5 : l ,  Mt . 8 : 28 ,  
Lk . 8 : 26 ;  see Trans ference in Index . ] 

(On a hog ? )  
On a hog he had out in the lot - the hog went crazy - j us t runned - j ust 

hollered and j u s t  went p lumb crazy . 
(Where did that happen?) 
That was up here at Kings - righ t up here at Kings ' Cros s ing . 
( I  see - righ t  near Vicksburg ? )  
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Yassuh . 
(How long ago did i t  happen? ) 
Well , that ' s  been about four years ag o .  
( I  see . Now, what do you mean some thing Zike a b Zack cat ? Was i t  something 

alive ? )  
No , i t  wasn ' t  alive , but it was in the shape of a b lack cat , you s ee , j us t  

cloth - showed up j us t  like a b lack cat , jus t like you go t  on dat b lack coat 
dere [ informants frequent ly mentioned my b lack coat - see Coat , my b lack , in 
Index ] , but he had it in the shape o f  a black cat and he s et i t  on the f loor . 
You see . 

(And something fell out of it ? )  
Yes s ir - something come out of  it  j us t like little balls - j us t like little 

shot s ,  and run all around over de floor . 
( I  see . Well , did he find this thing that was buried or not ? )  
This woman b rought it - th is woman come and brought i t  - she come and brough t  

it . See . 
( I  mean , did he f ind that stuff that this woman had buried ? ) 
That this woman had buried on the g irl? Wel l ,  she come , see . Well , she come 

to vis i t  dis woman dat morning b efore the child get up. She had it in her hand . 
She had went and took i t  up . S ee , this man had b een there , you see , he made her 
take it up , you s ee . And she took it and when her husband hit her , she dropped 
it out of her hand . 

(What did that man hit her on the forehead for?  Who told him to do th at ? )  
This man what had cured the child . 
( To ld him to do that ? )  
Yassuh . 
(Use the chicken wing ? )  
To use th e chi cken wing and hit her with the b one of  it , so he could get her 

b lood so he could throw the spell on a hog . 
( I  see . Do you know how he put the spell on the hog ? )  [ Fortunately she does 

no t know , the s tory would have b een too comp lete . ] 
Well , I s ee the hog hollering and ho otin ' - never see do nothin ' like that . 
( I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 735) , 1001 : 1 . ] 
553 . Take an '  go , no t exactly [ to ]  a cross roads , yo ' know ; roads run lak a 

T - one jes ' run dis way , up , an ' dis one come up to  it lak dat , yo ' know , a T 
road lak e An '  yo ' go  in that road , lemme see - i f dis man wus shot , dey 

COAT us e his coat . Carry i t  to dis T road an ' take his hand an ' r each down 
underneath de coat right in de middle , b ack of this man ' s  coat , an ' take 

sand an ' sprinkle it a l l  ovah dis coat , an ' den walk b ack an ' call dis man ' s 
name three t imes an ' de coat will lift up off de ground lak dat e An '  he ask ' im , 
say , "Did a certain p erson - John or Jack , kill yo ' ? " An '  dey s ay that coat wil l  
move ovah i n  the sand , and dey say when de coat move ovah o n  dat s ide , dey s ay on 
yore way back to de house , why yo '  meets de man who killed dis person . 

(You put this coat right out there where these two roads come t ogether - put 
it on the g round and you take some dirt from under the coat and put the dir t on 
top of the coat?  And then you ask the questions ? )  

Yes . 
(And if the coat goes in what direction? ) 
I f  the coat come up lak that .  
(Goes up in the air ? )  
Yeah , not far , yo ' know ; j es ' lak i f  yo ' push i t  up lak that [ demons trates ] .  
(Lif t s  up ? )  
Yeah , an ' s ay yo '  walk b ack off  from i t  a IiI ' piece an ' call this man ' s  name 
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dat dey s ay shot dis pers on , an ' dey say dat de coat will move ovah tuh de s ide -
like s lidin '  like de wind wus b lowin ' i t , an ' dey s ay yo ' ll meet de person on de 
way back . 

( The man who puts the coat out there • • • •  he calls different names , and when you 
get to the right name , this coat will raise up a lit t le and move to the s ide . 
And when it does that , why he will meet this fellow on his way home? )  

On his way b ack . Maybe he ' ll b e  l ef t  out o f  town , but he will come back . He 
can ' t s t ay away . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1 403) , 2 5 26 : 1 . ] 

554 . Yo ' take a person - de family of a person dat got killed yeahs ago , say , 
"Well , ah wonder who killed him , ah don ' t know . "  We ll now , say ,  "Well , we ' ll go 
to a fortune-teller . "  Well , go to de fortune- teller an ' he ' ll take s ome cof fee , 

po ' i t  in a cup an ' he ' ll let chew drink three lit t le s ips o f  it an ' h e  
COFFEE turn de cup down .  When dey turn de cup down , let it s et dere about f ive 

minutes . Af ter den he ' ll take it up an ' he ' ll look in it . Yo ' ll see de 
grains of coffee an ' de very picture of de p erson dat killed him , an ' it t ell yo ' 
directly , j es t  lak if it ' s  two miles or three miles - well , yo ' s ee dem grains of 
coffee will be j es t  dat fur apar t an ' j es t  de very shap e  o f  it [mi les ] an '  tell 
' zactly . Dere ' ll be letters cut - de ' ni tial of  his name in de cup . [ Waycros s ,  
Ga . , ( 109 7 ) , 1 7 7 1 : 3 . ] 

555 . (What did you say your name was ? ) 
William Scott . 
(Wil liam Scot t . All right .  No . 5 3 5 . ) 
[ On my firs t trip down the Eas t ern Coat from Virginia into Florida , I 

occasionally still asked a person his name and casually gave him a number . Both 
practices I have previous ly s topp ed , recording only a name vo lunt eered and the 
numb er b efore entrance or after depar ture . ] 

Well , dis woman dat I was goin ' wit , see - me and her quit and she had wanted 
to come b ack to me , and ah wouldn ' t  take her b ack becaus e ah ket ched her doin ' 
wrong . She try to do me harm . She git another man to set  s ome s tuff  on me to -
s ome stuff  for me to s t ep in . She know ah was de first one to cross over it in 
de mawning to go to work . Ah come on out and go on to work and it s tar ted about 
eleven- thirty that I felt my b ack g iving and mah laigs they cracked - ah couldn ' t  
hardly walk with it and ah asked to  git off . At dinner time , at noon , ah git  off  
and come on home . By de time ah kin git home mah laigs and toes was all swollen 
up . So I went to a do ctor - h e ' s  j est  here on Commings Street , root doator . 

(What was his name? ) 
Williams - he named Williams , too . [ Informant ' s  firs t name William - doator 's  

las t name Williams - hence the too ! ] He lived here right now .  H e  stayed dere 
on Commings S treet and now he moved . S o  I went to him and exp lained mys el ' dat 
Satiday . So he s aid , "Well , ah tell yuh what chew do - you come b ack here Sunday 
mawning round f ive ' clock or six ' clock [or ] Sunday noon , "  he s aid , "so  I kin see 
what I kin [do ] wit cha . "  [This is an act of magic - the mag i c  delay . ] 

So ah went down dere . So  he t ells fortunes in cof fee . S o  he went round dere 
and he tells me to sit down and he git de coffee and he tell me ,  he say , "Well , 
b oy ,  ah kin cure you" - it would take seven dollars . Ah s ay ,  "Yes s ir . "  

He s ay ,  "Now , whut ah want chew to do - ah ' m  goin ' g ive you dis dime . "  He 
say , "You take dis dime ah give to you and you take dis dime and you cut i t  up 
real fine . " He said , "An ' you git chew a piece o f  red f lannel and you take dis 
red f lannel and rub dis dime round and round in d is red f lannel . "  He said , "An ' 
git  a little bit o f  sulphur an ' put wit dis s ilver whut you cut off  de dime and 
work i t  round in dere good , and after you rub it round dere good , you take s ome 
assafitadee [ asafetida ] and put wit i t  and sew i t  up in a b ag and put it  round 
yore neck . "  [ This i s  a hand or mojo o r  toby - see Index . ] He said , "An ' you 
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drop back to m e  Monday and ah ' ll let chew know whut I kin do for you . " [Again , 
the magic delay . ] 

So dat Monday ah went b ack t o  him and when I went b ack to h im ,  he s aid , '�ell , 
you come on into de house . "  I went b ack to de hous e wit ' em .  He said , "Now to
night at twelve o ' clock , 1 I  he s aid , "you come here to me , "  he s aid ,  " an '  ah ' ll 
f ix you up good to  [ at ]  the Morris Brown Cemet ery . 

(Morris B rown Cemet ery . )  [Negro cemetery . ]  
S o  ah went out dere wi t ' em dat night an ' he said , I INow ah want chew to do 

dis . "  He said , "Ab want chew to walk wit me to  dis grave , "  he s aid ,  " and ah 
want chew to pick up a handful of dis sand , 1 I he said , "an ' you walk backwards 
s ix feet [ s t eps ] and t ' row it  over you and wheel to yo ' right . " 

(Throw i t  over - how do you throw it ? )  
T ' row i t  ovah yore left shoulder an ' wheel t o  yer right . An ' I done that . 

I walk s ix feet and wheeled to mah right , wheeled to mah right . And he said , 
"Well , come on b ack home now . " 

Ab went on b ack wit him - ket ched a [ s treet ] car and went on back to his 
house . And af ter I went back t o  his hous e , he s aid , 1 INow , what chew want me 
to do - do you want me to d:r>ess dis woman or fix dis woman? "  

Ah said , "No . "  
He say , "Well , all you want ' s  me to do is unloos e you? " 
I say , "Yes s ir . "  
He s ays , "All r ight . Now , look whut I ' m g on ' a  do . I want cha in d e  morning 

to git  up early , "  he said , "you git up early and go right to the s t ep ,  and t ake 
you a b ig spoon - cooking spoon and dig down underneat ' dat s t ep , " he say , "an ' 
you see all yo ' troub les right to the step . "  So  dat morning I git  up and I dig 
down at de foot of de s tep and when I g it dere [ it ]  was a lit t le packag e rolled 
up j es t  like a little - about de size o f  a egg - in de package looked like it 
was gunpowdah and some other - ah don ' t [ know ] whut to tell yuh - some other 
stuff in dere real f ine like lit tle  grounds and dust and things like that . An '  
I dig it up and af ter digging this up - he say , "You bring it on to me" - and I 
dig it up and I bring it on to him . He s aid , "Now , this was the beg inning of 
you ' trouble . " 

An '  so af ter dat , mah f eet b eg in to goin ' down - de swelling stuff b egin to 
leave mah f eet . Den he say ,  "Well , ah ' ll boil  s ome root mediaine now ,  to g et 
that thing out chure sys tem . "  An '  which like he did . He went and b oiled dis 
medicine and ah drinked dis medicine ever ' twice a day until i t  went and went 
until i t  went down to my f eet - down to mah feet . Now , ever ' summer dat same 
thing come out j es t  like s ome ' neral [veneral ] disease , j es '  broken out i n  yor e  
f eet , ever ' summer . I t  go es back in de winter t ime , but in de summer time , spring
time , it like that . 

(In summer you s t il l  have i t ? ) 
Yes , sir - got it now . 
( I t  looks l ike a veneral dis ease ? )  
I t  j es t  broke out in a fine bump and then i t  turn out sore . Then i t  swell -

it s tart in de knee and den it go r igh t on to de feet - all the ankles and 
ever ' thing swole up - j es '  like it swole up now . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 53 5 ) , 
649 : 1 .  ] 

556 . I ' ll tell you what my father saw in a white g ir l ' s  coffee cup . She 
brought her cup to my f ather , asked him to  read it . He looked in it and said he 
did not want to tell her what was in it , but she begged him to tell her . He saw 
a casket [ coffin] wit lots of flowers on it . That was Saturday morning . Tuesday 
afternoon she was dead . [New York City , ( 1) , Ed . ; Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , 19 15 . ]  

5 5 7 . I f yo ' wanta know whether yo '  goin ' git married or not , yo t kin take a 
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spoon an ' put it in a cup an' po' coffee grounds in it an ' i f  dose coffee grounds 
circle roun ' an' makes a circle right roun ' de top part of dat spoon , then yo ' ll 
git married ; but if it doesn ' t ,  yo ' not goin ' tuh git married. [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , ( 1426) , 25 72 : 10 . ] 

558. I had a aunt , she got hurt , and it started up in her head and it j es' 
keep on worryin ' her head. And so she went to a doctor and found out that some
body had put somep in down for her . It somep in wrahpped up in a l ittle bondle 

and they had it over the door. It was some kinda powder and some 
COMPASS sharp instruments in there, look kinda like pins - it didn ' t  have 

heads on it but it j is' was straight sharp . It was a rootman find 
it. He took a little somepin like a watch and laid a fifty cents on that , and 
anywhere they got anything down, it was a little hand turned [ either a compass 
or buried-treasure finder] ,  and that little hand turned toward that door and he 
went and got it . He took that [cunjuring obj ect ]  - I don't know what he did wit 
it . He gave her some sweet milk and sheep bur [round droppings - dung ] and sul
phur m ixed together. They boil that [ sheep dung ] and get the juice out of it -
the sheep bur - and pour that in there and then mix the sulphur with it. And 
then she got well . [Wilmington , N .  Car. , ( 245) , 241 : 5 ;  happened near Sumter , 
S. Car. , 1934 . ] 

559. I was married quite a spell and I met this woman , as I was lodging wit 
her . Well , she seemed to have been my best friend before she knowin' dat my 

husband was goin ' tuh marry me . At de time we was gettin ' ready 
CRYSTAL BALL to get married she attempted, no doubt , to separate us. And she 

got very special pieces and cut 'em into pieces . Well, I found 
' em  after goin' to see dis man. 

(Well , tell me about going to see that man again. ) 
I went to see de man and he says to me , he says , "Dis woman is your worst 

enemy . "  Said, "Dis woman means to separate you and your husband . "  
(And he was looking into a crystal or something like that wasn't he? ) [ She 

is retelling the beginning of the story because I had fai led to start machine. ] 
Yes - you want me to tell dat again? 
(Yes . ) 
He said , "Well , I will show you dis woman as your enemy , and I wants to see 

whether you mow her . "  
The crystal was as big as a - great big round crystal and j ust as clear as a 

crystal - that ' s  why I thought it was a crystal - must have been a crystal ball . 
(You actually could see her in there with her arms spread out? ) 
I seen her spreaded and when he put de crystal ,  he said , "�, look in here -

it tells you . " 
I says , "All right . "  Dis woman was standing between me and my husband like 

this . He say t  "Now t dat ' s to keep you apart." 
(Well , how did it happen that you went to see this man?) 
I went home . I had something it effected [ affected ] me like the rheumatism -

that what she had done it effected me just like a rheumatism . I had on my knees 
something de shape of a egg , dat you would bury you finger in - you know , it 
would give . 

(Was it a bump - a b ig bump ?) [ I  am trying to prevent her from omitting 
details previously told . 1 

Yes , it was right in this p lace and it just like you would bury a egg in sand ; 
you know how de egg i s  an oval - something like dat and it would be half b uried -
and if you stick your finger in it in de morning it wouldn ' t  come up through de 
day . And so he examined i t  and he had to give me a bath . He put de feet j ust in 
a bath and he - course I didn't want him to go dat far , but he said that he were 
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my best friend . Then I begin to know it wasn ' t  rheumatism , when he told me ab out 
de woman . So , well , I s aid , " I  don ' t  believe what you say . "  He s ay , " Certainly , 
you don ' t  b elieve it but I want to  show you . "  And when I s een de woman I bel ieve 
there was something that wasn ' t  s o . 

S o ,  she was j us t  between us - she trembled j us t  like a leaf - jus t like that 
[ d emons trates ] • 

[How he ag itated the concealed photograph depends upon whether the crys tal was 
in his hands or on a permanent base . More important than the how is the clever
ness of the why . ] 

I s ays to  him , I s ays , "Well , why is that [ tremb ling ] ? "  He says ,  "She  is very 
nervous - I ' m  sending i t ,  turning it back to her . "  He said , "Now , when you go 
int o  your home" - I were leaving in a day or so - "you go to walk . " I had to b e  
carried ups tairs and brought down . He say ,  "You g o  to walk and when you g o  in , 
you j us t  say , "Take i t  o f f  of me and put it on her . "  

(You s ay that as you went in the door? ) 
I was t o  say that as I g o  up de s teps , and he g ive me s omething to  sprinkle 

as I pas s ed - "Take it off of me and put it on Julia" - her name was Julia -
"take it  off  me and put it on Julia . "  [He said ] "In a few days Julia will b ecome 
j us t  like she wanted you to b ecome . " 

(How many times did you have to say that ? ) 
Right as I was goin ' up de s t eps . 
(Was there any number of times you had to s ay it ? )  
Ri ght on as I goin ' up the s tairs - till I landed upstairs . I lived over her . 

And in a few days , he said , she ' ll b ecome just  like she intend me to b ecome , and 
that was that she ' d  be  s ore - all of  her private parts would b e  very , very sore 
and she ' d  be so - j us t  ef fected nobody want ed to have her round . Well , she did . 

And he said that she ' ll  ask y ou to wash f or her . He said , "Don ' t  fail to do 
it . "  We ll , dat scar ed me to  death and I wanted to get - you see he s aid , "Oat ' s  
your only savior - that ' s  your only s avior . " S o  I went downstairs that morning -
she asked me - and she was in a bad condi tion , and "Don ' t  let dis woman g et to 
your back . " Well , it wou ld be every five minutes she could be in dere , and I 
had t o  g e t  up , you know , and turn my face to her ,  and I washed de clothes and I 
hung dem out . And when I get to my landing up de stairs again , he says , say de 
s ame thing , "Take it off of  me and put it on Ju lia . "  Wel l , dat woman was taken 
down s o  nobody - her husband lef t her and nobody s tayed in dere , all de lodgers 
le f t . She was j us t  so  off ensive - de house and every thing . And she s tayed that
a-way , I reckon , about three months in de house all alone , nobody paying no 
attent ion . And she died all alone . And they f ound dis package dat belonged to 
me where she had - and - because I knew de things - and s ome of my dress and it 
was something - I said i t  was red p epper and d is man s aid it was . And he said 
that thes e things were put together to separate us through living very much like 
two cats or dogs ,  see , and they ' d  make me f ight .  [See No . 78 in which a woman 
becomes a drunkar d b ecause another woman put a spell on her . ] 

We ll , while he were treating me , he put me in dis bath and over here he had a 
table dat he mixed up all kinds of  s tuff  - he had that tab le full o f  everything . 
S o  this s olution that he give me to keep up de bath was s omething like blues tone , 
and he had b lues tone - as I think i t  was , and - I was looking r ight at him - and 
he had sulphur and he had some kind of a whi t e  s tu f f  looking j us t  l ike s alts , I I 
gues s . 

(Any kind o f  s alts - like Eps om s alts . )  
Eps om s alts - very much like Eps om salts 

that [ demons trates ] - mix it . 

) 
- and he would mix it - he ' d  do like 

(He would cross his arms . )  
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Yes . [ She continues demons trat ion . ] 
(Then he would do like that - fo ld his arms . )  
I - here - that - yes , j ust l ike that . [Demons t ra t ion con tinues . ]  
(Then he would move his hands out like tha t - and he would b ring his arms b ack 

again - and fold them again - and they would keep g oing out - hands g o ing out . )  
Yes , six t imes . 
( S ix t imes - while he was mixing i t  over the water - a f t er i t or what ? )  
He had de wa ter now , i t  was j us t  l ike spring water - i t  was j us t  so clear and . 
[ She s topp ed here whi le I chang ed to cyl inder 429  and as usual I t alked to 

dist rac t a t t ention . ] 
(He mixed i t  for you - he put it in a bo t t le , this med icine ? )  

Yes , and I was to drop that , wh ich - h e  said i t  was two drops o r  s omething -
looked l ike b lood . 

( Af t er it was all mixed up it looked like b lood? ) 
Yeah - no , he j us t  put three drops in dere - very mu ch l ike b lood .  
(Oh , he put three drops o f  [ s omething looking like ] b lood in there? ) 
Yes , and he told me to take this and bathe that leg down with mah f eet s e t t in '  

propped s quare and f lat in d e  b as in or in a tub , any p lace that I wou ld g e t , and 
I was t o  p ray and ask d e  Lord to uproot that .  Sur e enough I did - in ab out four 
days I was ready to run up s tairs , and that p lace gone . 

(Was it on the s ide o f  yo ur knee or j us t  above your knee ? )  
Just ab ove - r ight up on top o f  d e  knee - not o n  de cap but r ight i n  d e  - like 

in de lap- l ike o f  de knee . 
(Oh , in the lap - I s ee - one on each s ide? ) [ I  eviden t ly thought I s aw then 

what I do no t s ee now . ] 
Yes , one on each side , and they were t o  go all over me and I was to b reak out 

so my peop le wou ld have lef t me like her p eop le left her . 
Wel l , a f t er she d ied , why I g o t  on sp lend id and my health improved and every

thing s eemed to be g o ing on nicely , and this husb and and I g o t  b a c k  friendly 
aga in , and we l ive together now . 

(Where did this happen - up here in Petersb urg , you s ay ? ) 
Yes - no , no - in Norfolk . Now , P et ersburg is mah home . [Now - at the 

int erview - she lived in Norfolk . ] 
(Oh , P e t ersburg is your home , I s ee . ) 
Yes , and they took me t o  Pet ersburg t o  thi s  doatop. 
(Oh , this doatop was in Petersburg ? ) 

Ye s ,  de doatop was in P etersburg . 
(What was his name - is he s t il l  alive up ther e? ) 

Now? I don ' t  think he is ,  b e cause I tried t o  look for him for another friend 
and I don ' t  believe dat he is alive . De las t dat dey s ay dat he was in Ri chmond . 
But nob ody over there kin tell anything ab out him no more than he were there ,  and 
nob ody in P et ersburg kin tell no more t en h e  was there - lived over in P o cahontas 
in two huts - there were dirt f loors and roughly f ixed as a b ed - you might s ay a 
bunk - that ' s  the way he s t ayed . And it wa s a dirt f loor in b o th o f these bunks , 
these hu t s  - and I went in both o f  ' em  - s end me firs t in one and den the o ther ,  
and I s tay ed there all day . He ordinar ily treated in those places - and when I 
come on there .  

(He treated in one room once and then go and treat you in the other room? ) 
Yes , and each time I was in a different kind o f a chair . 
( D i f f erent kind o f  chairs . ) 

Yes - now one chair he s crewed me up to b e  tall - you know , somepin l ike a 
o f f ice chair . 

(Oh , like a o f f ice chair - I see . ) 
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Yeah - a office chair b rings you low and high ,  and h e  s crewed m e  up . I didn ' t 
have to  get down for anything unt il he got ready and then he would attend and do 
everything , but he used this medicine all de t ime , see . 

(What you had to do at home , he did it in the of fice first ? )  
Yes . 
(Well what sort of  - what did he have in that tub - did he have wat er in that 

tub or a special mixture in there? ) 
He had water . 
( Jus t plain water . )  
Yes , first it was warm water , and then he  put dis medicine in there . 
( In the water that he had p repa red? )  
Yes , and then he told me what to repeat , when I went up de s t airs , "Take it 

off of me and put it on Julia . "  "Take it o f f  me and put it on Julia . "  And it 
took me about six or ten t imes to  say that going up stairs . 

(How long ago did this happen? ) 
Well , that was - I was quite young . 
(About how many years ago would you say that was ? )  
Oh - that would b e  thirty years - have to be thir ty years and more , I think , 

t oo - yes , a long thirty years ago . And I see dis man , I think , twice after dat . 
After I had improved a little , I went to see him again and he s ays to me , he say , 
"Don ' t have anything to do with dat woman whatever - if you even correspond with 
her , it ' ll b other my work . " And sure enough dat man was do ing mirac les round in 
Pet ersbur and I know eo Ie now that he attended , i f  they ar e al ive . 

(What was his name - do you know his name? 
He was named Skipper Tan - John Skippertan . 
(John Skippertan? ) 
S-k-i-p-t-a-n . 
( I  s ee . )  
A mos t peculiar name - and he looked very much l ike a cat . 
[ This reminds me of Doghead whom I twice tried to find in his shack on an 

isolated public dump in or near Newport News , Virg inia - s ee Introduction . While 
my machine was stopped I had evident ly re turned to  the almost forgot t en packag e . ] 

My hair?  
( Some of your hair was in that ? )  
Ye s , my hair , and these p ieces and this [what ] looked like to b e salt . They 

were all folded up in a neat lit tle - you might [ s ay ]  little p apers , li t t le piece 
of pap er s and there wasn ' t  much of it , you know , but dey were in j us t  little 
papers about a inch long and I reckon about a inch square - j us t  folded ' em all 
in dere , and it  seems dey were in something like tissue paper , and they were 
folded over , and when I got dem d ey were under my b ed . [Her words do not mean 
what they s ay - the reason for my following comment . ]  

(That ' s  where they found them . ) 
That ' s  where dey found ' em - under my b ed . 
(How many were there of thes e little things fo lded up that way? Did they 

count them or anything like that , thes e lit t le pieces of  paper folded up inside 
of  that c loth? ) 

No , he didn ' t  count d em o  
[ The doctor found them . ] 
They were a powder like and de other pieces in d ere and my dres s  - piece o f 

my goods , I knew it by dat , you see . Well , now , how anybody go t it but her , ! 
don ' t  know . So , that ' s  why I know when he t old me dat this was the woman - I ' d 
s een de woman [ in crystal ball]  - he said , "Dis is de woman dat did dis to you . " 

(You say your mother took you down there the f irs t time? ) 
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Yes , mo ther took me . 
(We l l , wha t  d id sh e think ab out i t ? )  
Well , my mo ther thought it was rheumatism and she took me . Thi s  friend o f  

hers didn ' t  bel ieve it was rheumat ism , b u t  she didn ' t  tell my mother - she j u s t  
said it was a doctor that would cure me , and I went over the re - j us t  married , 
you know , and couldn ' t  walk , so th ey tried everyth ing they coul d  to see whe ther 
it would do any good . 

(How s oon did this affect you aft er you were married ? ) 
Ab out thr ee months . 
(Ab out th ree months a f t er you were married? ) 
Yes - I was married f rom her house - I lodged wi th her . 
(Wel l , what did it fee l  like when i t  f irs t s tar ted to come on - how did it 

come on you , I mean? ) 
I t  come on j us t  like , you might s ay ,  pains in mah feet and laig s , and ah 

comp lained ab out i t  for th ree weeks - I th ink it was ab out three we eks coming . 
(Did you h ave a headache or b ackache or anything of that sor t  wi th i t ? )  

D e  laigs p ained and then i t  affected me in my b ack , whi ch I never h ad b ackache 
s ince or b e f ore , and I couldn ' t g et up and down de s t eps - the s e  knees and th is 
b ack wouldn ' t  allow me . 

I didn ' t think anyb ody was tryin ' t o  do anything b e caus e I didn ' t  b e li eve in 
such thing s . 

(You j us t  gradually started t o  g et pains in your f eet and your legs and i t  
kep t getting wors e ? ) 

Yes . 
(And in three weeks , you s aid , you couldn ' t  walk at a ll ? )  
I couldn ' t  walk a t  all - I couldn ' t  get up unles s somebody helped me . Well , 

ah though t I was going home as I didn ' t  have any p eop le heah . I was go ing to 
leave and go home unt i l  I got we ll , and I did . When I got up there , a friend of 
my mother ' s  s aid she knew a man that would cure me , and she b e lieve all de time 
what it - wha t she was go ing to do - she went with us . Now , my mo ther didn ' t  
know th is man , but she knew him and she took us over th er e , and I thought I was 
going to a doctor . 

(Wel l ,  when you f i r s t  went ther e - what did you say to the man - did your 
mo ther speak to him or who spoke to him? ) 

The minute I come int o  the hut , to the p lace - nob ody spoke . He s aid , "Good 
morning , "  he says , "and what are you h ere for ? "  He didn ' t give me a chance to 
s ay wha t  I was there for . He says , "You ' re painful - you ' re s i ck - i t ' s  good 
dat you come . "  Well , ah b egin to be all funny-looking and f eeling funny b ecause 
why should he say I was f eeling b ad .  I was feeling awfu lly b ad . 

And he says , "Walk righ t  in d is room and I ' ll wait on you righ t  
s ays , "Now , don ' t you b e  s cared . "  Jus t like dat [ she imitated his 
ah suppose he knew he was comical looking , and I would be afraid . 

away . "  He 
vo ice ] • We ll , 
And he d idn ' t 

let my mother s t ay in dis room . And - b ut I was so anxious to get well , as I 
had j us t  l ef t my home - married and le f t  a home - all da t e 

(You lef t your husband in Norf o lk in o ther words . )  
Yes , he had to s tay on the j ob but I went to my mo ther b ecaus e I though t I 

was go ing to b e  real s i ck .  S o  I s ent for money and he s ent me $ 25 and I had to 
pay him a part o f  the money when I went in ,  and then when I got through and got 
well for him t o  d i s charg e me , I paid him the res t . But h e  s aid , if I was t o  t ake 
s ick l ike that again I could come to him and he would g ive me every penny b ack. 
But I never f el t  i t  or s een i t  again - i t went away j us t  like d e  wind would b low 
a p iece o f  paper away .  

I d idn ' t realiz e i t  was go ing or noth ing , but I real ized that I didn ' t see i t  
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anymore and I continued t o  wa lk . I walked everywhere af ter dat and I didn ' t - I 
warn ' t  no t ime married before I was s ick and I j us t  couldn ' t  und er s t and , b�t now , 
I b e l ieve mor e  in i t  after he showed me dis woman . We ll , if  he hadn ' t showed me 
dis woman , i t  would b e  j us t  like some throwed to eas t or wes t ' caus e I wouldn ' t  
have believed in i t . But I d id b elieve in it afterward . 

(You actually s aw th is woman in ther e ,  you s ay ? ) 
I s aw her like I ' m looking at you , and she was s tanding between me and my 

husb and , and he s aid , i t  was to s eparate us , and dat was her working to an end . 
But she d ied j u s t  like she intend me to die . I would have suf f ered j ust like she 
suf fered . 

(Did she have those bump s  on h er when she d ied ? )  
Ah don ' t think she had the bump s , but she was j us t  all over sores - she h ad 

very bad troub l e  and s ores . She wa s s ore j u s t  everywhere and the doator p r o
nounced it in curab l e , and d ey couldn ' t  do her no good . 

( I  s e e . ) [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 5 4 ) , 4 28 : 1-430 . ]  
5 60 .  I ' ve b een hurted with this here witaharafter twi cet in my lif e . The 

f irst in 19 18 , I was wo rkin ' down to the B roadf ord [ B radford ? ] I ron Works -
dat ' s  down here to f oo t  o f  Church S t reet - an ' I was a mechanic helper an ' I was 
inst a11in ' a mo tor there one day . They ' d  pull de truck from d e  r iver up to de 
machine shop that was to haul de heavy tools out from d e  wa t er up to d e  shop an ' 
one day I was workin ' along an ' workin ' along an ' d idn ' t thought ab out any th ing . 
That night I come on home an ' de nex ' mornin ' I got up ,  aimed to get up - this 
ahrm heah felt like it we ighed hunderd pounds .  I t  would carry me down 1ak dis , 
as fer as tha t [ d emons trates ] . 

(B end you over . )  
Look like it would weigh me on down like that . I laid down [ on ]  de co t in 

the re an ' ho ld it up l ike that an ' kinda f ee1ed i t . So I called my wife , I said , 
" Look her e , " I said , " this ahrm look to me 1ak it weighed a hunderd pound s . "  I 
thought it would pull my head o f f  of me . 

She said ,  "We l l , whut ' s  de mat ter with i t ? "  
I s ay , " I  don ' t  know . I j is '  can ' t  ho ld my sh oulder up heah an ' dis ahrm j i s ' 

heavy . "  
"Well , "  she s ay , " i f  you can ' t  g o  to work t oday , well you ' d  b e t ter g i t  de 

doctor . "  
We ll , I got Du Bos e [ ? ] , he was de fami1y .d octor . S o ,  she went out there an ' 

called him up . He came ther e an ' g ave me his medicine . He give me some rubb in ' 
medicine to rub i t  wi th an ' s ome internal medic ine to take an ' I took that ab out 
two months . That didn ' t  do me any good ata11 - i t  j is t  look like i t  was git t in ' 
worse r an ' wors er an ' worser an ' wo rs er . I j i s '  had to put that hand an ' hold 
it in a s l ing like that . 

There came a man heah from Greenvi l l e , South Caro l ina . Hi s name was Doator 
Danie l - Dani el s omep in , I can ' t  rememb er his who le name now .  But he c laimed to 
be a mediaa l  doator - he was a mediaa Z doator an ' h e  was also witaharaft doator. 
So I went t o  him . I heerd ab out it , I went to him that day . I t o ld him ab out 
how this ahrm was an ' I had my fami ly doctor workin ' on i t  an ' he seemed to not 
do me no good . He s ay ,  "We l l , I wi ll examine i t  an ' s ee what ' s de matt er . "  He 
say , "I don ' t care wha t ' s  de matter wi t 00 or an b od , "  he says , "j is ' as long 
as you r e  hurte by witchcraf t ,  an i f  you s urte , if it ' s rheumatism or your 
b lood or s omepin like that , I can git you a ll right . "  � So , he s e t  me upon [ a ]  chair an ' we set down there in the b edroom an ' [ he ] 
took a baa [ imitating doctor ' s  ki t ] . He looked down an ' he looked in it an ' got 
out a g lass - it wasn ' t  a wat er glass - ab out - it wa s ab out dat h igh [see later ]  
an ' s e t  i t  down . An '  he brough t out a great b ig whi t e  b all [ demons trates ] .  
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(Three or four inches in diamet er . )  
An ' set it on d e  tab le . An ' he put that ball r ight on top of de g lass [ s tand 

or base ] , an ' he set  there , an ' the ball s tarted to turnin ' righ t on top of de 
glas s . He says , "Now , i f  any thing [ is ]  wrong wit you , "  he s ay , iI af t er de date 
that you was hurted , "  h e  say , "you ' ll see what ' ll be  the consequence nine days 
af ter they hU1't choo . " Af t er that the b all kin ' a s top . The b all stop , it got 
as b lack on de other s ide yonder as that t ab le there [whi ch I wa s u s ing ] , an ' 

then i t  [ this s i d e  t owards informant ] was j is '  like a lookin ' -glas s  then , only 
turn to me . 

An '  I looked on that g lass like that an ' s een a man comin ' from down out de 
boiler shop wit somepin in his hand j is '  ab out that long - it  looked like a 
f eathah about that long , ab out a foot long , an ' he comes there where dat I was 
ins tallin ' s ome motor up to de shed up there ,  an ' [ d emons trates ]  he p icks up mah 
hammah an ' took de h ammah up by de ball  [ s teel head ] , an ' hold dat hammah up an ' 
took dis thing out of his hand an ' hold de hammah down on dat side an ' hold de 
hammah down on dat s ide , an ' hold de hammah down on dat s id e .  [ I now comment : ]  

(Holding the iron head of  the hammer , with the handle pointed downward , the 
man took this dressed feather and rubb ed it down b o th s ides of the handle and he 
did this three t imes on each side . ) 

An '  I was lookin ' [ at ]  him j is '  de s ame as I ' m lookin ' at you . 
An ' he laid the hammah down . S o , he went on back down de shop an ' then I come 

out de shop an ' go up there an ' got up mah hammah , I nailed the motor down an ' 
s t ar t ed de motor , then went on b ack de shop . I was feelin ' j is '  as good as any
thing in de wor ld .  I went b ack de shop an ' went on to work - worked on aroun ' 
an ' worked on aroun ' that after he had did that . 

Well , I set there . He told me , '�ell , now you s ee - you see what ' s  happened 
to you , "  he s ay ,  "now you were hU1'ted nine days ' fore dis thing [ pain ] happened . "  
He says , "Now I kin cure you . " 

I s ays , "Well , all right ; if you can cure me cure me . "  
He says , "Now , you do what I ' ll tell you to do - you t ake j is '  whut I t el l  you 

to do an ' I ' l l guarantee you I ' l l cure it . I ' ll cure it for forty- f ive dollahs 
an ' you give me fifteen dollahs now an ' the others after you ' re cured . "  

I s ay ,  "All right . "  I give him fifteen dollahs . 
He say , "Now , you go back home . II He s ay ,  "You got any red peppah? " 
I told him , "Yes sir . " 
He s ay ,  "You got  any saltpeter ? " 
I told him , "Yes s ir . "  
"Well , you g o  on back home an ' g i t  j oo ab out a quar ter of a p ound of  red 

peppah an ' get choo two balls of saltpeter about as larg e as the end of your 
f inger . An '  grind that red pepp ah up goad an ' fine an ' put i t  in a p in t  of 
water , an ' grind that saltpe ter up an ' put it in with that - saltp eper an ' dat 
red peppah tog ether . An '  git choo" - then I went an ' got a five-cent b ox of 
sulphah - " t ake a half a teaspoon of that sulphah ever ' night an ' mornin ' ,  take 
a teaspoonful of dat pepp ah-water three time a day , "  an ' that was fer nine days 
a piece . It cur ed me . [Wilmington , N. Car . , (29 5 ) , 30 3 : 1 . ] 

561 . [ "Mollie Lee ( a  doctor in or near Suf folk , Virginia) received her 
cry s t al ball through the spirit s "  - from a note ab out her . ] 

56 2 .  Ah heard of  people usin ' shoes in runnin ' wa tah , yo ' know , bury it in de 
creek , whare de watah runnin ' .  Bury i t  an ' let de watah run ovah i t . Wel l , ah 

knowed a woman outen mah home , she come pinin ' away tuh 
DEATH AND DIAGNOSIS nuthin ' an ' she wus larger den yo ' an ' she j es '  pine away 

an ' died . An '  aftah she died , well , her people went tuh 
� doctah , a �o-haided person , an ' dey tole ' em  dat her shoe wus in d e  creek 
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in runnin ' watah , an '  dey s ay it wus bur ied j es '  ab out a hal f a foo t in runnin ' 
watah , an ' said that whut caus ed her death , caused her tuh p ine away an ' she wus 
n o t  s ick or nuthin ' , an ' she j es '  went down tub nuthin ' .  

[ Informant cites ano ther case surely taken to a two-header.  ] 
(Whom d id this happen t o ? ) 
Tuh mah s i s t er ' s  chile - d e  b aby , yo ' know - i t  wus walkin ' , j es '  a l it t l e  

tot walkin ' ,  an ' i t  j es t  g o t  weak i n  its b ack . Dey t aken it shoe an ' throwed i t  
i n  d e  f iah an ' b urned i t  up . Dat ' s  a l l  d ey done . Dey didn ' t nevah put nuthin ' 
in w i t  i t , j es t  t aken de shoe an ' s to ckin ' an ' throwed it in de fiah , an '  dat 
mad e h im weak in de back an ' in de kne es , so he couldn ' t s tand up , s t opped him 
from walkin ' . [ Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 1 544) , 2 7 9 5 : 5& 6 . ] 

5 6 3 . Well , may I t el l  mah exper ience ab out i t ?  Well , on ce ah was dres s ing a 
lady ' s  hair an ' I s l ightly took o f f  mah shoe ,  de le f t  one . Well , de lady was an 
o le en emy o f  my father and I didn ' t know any def ini te reas on why she shou ld do 

anyth ing to me . But on June the 4 ,  19 3 7 , I immediately had a swelling 
DREAM ar ound mah ankl e . Ah didn ' t pay it any attent ion - ah though t it was 

prob ab ly from my shoe , and it con t inue d to gr ow .  Everyth ing go t swo llen 
' b ou t  me ' cep t mah arms , and I didn ' t  know de r eas on why my daddy cared [ carrie d ]  

me t o  de do c t or ' s  - h e  [ f ather ] thought it was a touch o f d ropsy , b u t  d e  doctor 
s aid i t  was dropsy an ' g ave me med icine . The mor e mediaine -mediaine [ doator 's  
mediaine ] that a h  took , de w o r s e  ah g o t . Ah only found out whut wa s de mat ter 
wit me by a dr eam - an ' I int erpret de dr eam mah se l f . I had a dream o f  mah 
mothe r . I d r eamt she had a j ade g reen earring - earring and necklac e  round her 
neck , and I asked her whut we re they for . She say , "Dar ling , "  [ she ]  s ays , "Gr een 
s ignif ies po ison . "  An '  ah immediately waked up - an ' when ah awaken ah went 
d owns tairs an ' tole mah daddy j us t  whu t  ah dream an ' interpret mah dream to him ,  
an ' s o  he car ried me to a roo t doator . 

An ' de roo t doator tole me da t  ah was poisoned an ' ah wasn ' t  pois oned fr om 
de mouth - ah was poisoned from de sho e . An '  he took de shoe an ' dressed i t  f o ' 
me an ' t o le in five days ah would b e  ab le to wear mah shoes ag in , an ' ah was . 

( D id he tell you how this shoe was dressed f o r  you ? )  
H e  didn ' t tell me defini t e ly how d e  shoe was dres s e d ,  b u t  h e  t o le m e  the lady 

had p laced s omething in it . And he took th is shoe an ' sprayed it wi th s al t . An ' 
after spraying with salt , he told me tuh wear i t . I wore d e  shoe an ' immediat ely 
my swe lling went down within five day s . [ S t . Petersburg , F la . , ( 1005) , 1 6 20 : 7 . ]  

564 . She [ the informan t ' s  g randmothe r ] commence with a sore leg . An ' she go 
to the doctor fo r a treatment , an ' the more he ' t end to it ,  de wo r se r  it would 
�. So one moon night she lay down an ' she dreamt ab out a r emedy fer it . She 
got up the next morning , she went out an ' s it on de doahs t ep - an ' she s ay she 
dreamt tha t a ole lady t ole her t o  ge t  s ome cow manure an ' put on this leg an ' 
tha t would heal it . S o  she went out an ' s et on th e s tep . A cow came by , an ' 
s he t o ok de manure an '  put i t  on her leg , an ' f ive b lack-headed worms came out 
in di s manur e .  Sh e nevah did have any more troub l e  wi th i t . [Was she told in 
the dr eam to s i t  on do o r s t ep unt i l  a cow came by ? My note , wh ile tran s c r ib ing 
r ead s , "This sounds l ike the r emnan t  of a fo lktale " - the theme . ]  [Wilming t on ,  
N .  Car . , ( 20 5 ) , 19 7 : 2 . ]  

5 6 5 . Y es , we ll , th a t wa s in Co lumb ia [ S outh Caro l ina ] now . That was years 
ago , you know . My mo ther was alive then - thi s was a long l ong time . I had 
b een a g ir l  of ab out s event een or e ight een years o ld .  We we re living on Smith 
S treet near [ Some thin g ]  Street and in my s lumb er one night de sp irit tole me -
mus t ge t  up next morning and UJhen I aome dO/JJn de s teps in de haZ ZUJay mus t tum 
my baak and aome out de door baakUJardS . When I aome out de door baakUJards J i t 
say - unde rneath the s teps UJas a pie ae of brown paper and some thing UJas in it . 
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And I got up next morning and I told my mother what was told to me in my s lumb er 
and I got  up and there I found it . She threw i t  in de toilet and washed it out 
and then we had to clean up out that place and go back to the place where we 
moved from . That was fixed to run us out of  there . But we knew who put it ther e 
though . 

(What was in this paper ? ) 
I t  was graveyard dirt and s omething els e .  I t  is known that if  you get grave

yard dirt and kind of dress i t , why they will run you out wherever you goes . 
Ah ' ve found that . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 49 8 ) , 54 : 3 . ] 

566 . I wus blin ' 1ak dat one time . They j is '  put it on a pocket han ' kachef -
dat s ame dus ' off  de ratt lesnake , j is '  like she took de  [ snake ] shed an ' do like 
dat [ demonstrates ,  pulverizing it ] , an ' then dus ' it on de han ' kache f . An '  I 
pick up de han ' kachef to go out de room , an ' look lak thousan ' pins in mah face ; 
an ' lak you settin ' there , you look like you ab out dat b ig [ demons trates with 
hands , very small ] .  Well , I wus s ick ab out I reckon about three months with it . 
I couldn ' t  see a bit . An ' I wus tole in mah s leep - I j is '  dreamt one mornin ' 
befo ' day - it looked like it wus a white woman to1 ' me in mah s leep to git  a 
dime an ' wash i t ,  an ' boil it in a quart of  watah down to a j il l , and drop nine 
drops in mah eyes ever ' momin ' b efo ' de sun rise , nine [mornings ] .  An ' I done 
it . I ain ' t  been blin '  s ince . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 19 6 ) , 188 : 7 . ]  

5 6 7 . I f  you have a bad dream , this shows that s omeone is trying to aunjure 
you . An '  [ if ]  you wan ' a  find out who it is , you take an ' make de mark like a 
snake on dis tab l ecloth an ' then [ say ] , "In the Name of the Lord , j oo mus t  come , "  
an ' turn the tab lecloth b ack ovah the snake , an ' b efore nine o ' clock the next day 
he ' ll b e  there . [Wilmington , N .  C ar . , ( 205 ) , 19 8 : 7 . ] 

5 68 .  Well , mah husband was runnin ' with a woman an ' ah didn ' t know about it . 
He came - he was in this city an ' he came to  mah home where he married me an ' he 
brought me ovah heah , an ' he moved me not far from dis woman , an ' at  de time she 
knew of her affair b etween he an ' her , an ' ah didn ' t .  Well , she b egin tuh g it 
friendly with me , bring ing me diff ' rent things  to eat , an ' a lady tole me that 
ah s tood in danger , an ' ah asked what did she mean . She said , "Why dat woman 
likes yore husb and - been liking him fo ' ab out t en- ' leven years . "  

An '  s o  ah beg in to watch around an ' I find out . So pretty soon she b egin to 
work some kind evil spirit in mah home an ' ah not ice on certain moons mah husb and 
would b e  very cruel to me an ' mah baby . An ' so  his treatment to me was so  cruel 
tu1l [ till ] it arouse mah mo ther in Bay Ci ty ,  Florida - forty-nine miles b e low 
Tampa , an ' she b eg in to have bad dreams about me . She had a dream about me that 
night that mah brother came to  her an ' said , "Mother , "  s aid , "whut kinda casket 
[ coffin ]  do yo ' want us  tuh buy for Janey May . "  

An '  she s aid , "Well , ah want chew to git a brown casket . "  
Wel l , he g oes downtown an ' couldn ' t  f ind one so  he comes back an ' tells her 

that he couldn ' t find a brown one but that he has a gray one . 
She s aid , "Ab don ' t  like the gray . "  
So ,  in her dream she woke up and she s ent mah two sis ters over here to  s ee 

whut was wrong with me . S o  they came over here an ' they s aid , '�ama had b ad 
dreams about chew s o  we came to s ee about cha" - to s ee whut was wrong with me . 
S o  they talked with me and they s aid , "Something ' s  wrong between yo ' an ' yore 
husband , "  said , "yo ' b etter go s ee s omeone . "  So ah came up de way heah on Ninth 
avenue to Mr . Sing leton whi ch is a palmist .  He r ead mah palm an ' he tole me that 
mah husband was vitaharafted an ' de woman did it b ecause she wanted him tuh b e  
cruel to me - he would treat me so mean so  ah would leave him .  S o  f in ' lly ah 
left him. an ' went home - ah vowed ah wouldn ' t come back tuh h im .  Ah talked with 
him to g o  to Tampa , so he went to  Tampa an ' the lady tole h im  the same thing ,  an ' 
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tole him that the s tuf f was buried under the s t eps . 
She tole me to watch close and ah would ke tch dis woman b e cause all vitchcraft 

is usually done at twelve ' clo ck in de nigh t .  An ' s o  ah asked her if ah could 
dig fo ' it . She said if ah wou ld dig fo ' it ah wouldn ' t  find it [ I I I ] ,  but the 
b es t  thing to do was to go round an ' round de house with salt and sulphur . So 
when ah came back f rom Tampa that Sunday afternoon ah went round an ' round de 
house wi th sulphur an ' s alt . 

An '  so ' b out twe lve ' clock dat night mah s tep-daughter was comin ' f rom de 
picture show - i t  was ' xactly twelve an ' dis woman was down on her knees in my 
yard digg ing hole s . We ll , mah s tep-daughter ran ahead and tole me , "Dis ole 
woman is out heah in de yard dig ging holes , "  s o  ah got up an ' run to de do ' ,  an ' 
she had run . 

Well , ah come b ack to Mr . Sing leton , an ' ah asked him , ah said ,  "What was de 
trouble - what was dat woman out dere fo ' ? "  He say ,  "She ' s  burying s omething to 
make yo ' g it along b ad . "  An' ah asked him if he could dig i t  up an ' he said , 
"Yes . "  An '  ah asked him tuh p lease dig it up . He went out an ' he dug up a 
little hearts co logne b o t tle - de b ot t l e  had a little j unk in it - an ' he said , 
"Dis s tuff in heah raises lotsa cain . "  

An '  ah said , "What do yo ' mean by cain ? "  
He said , "Well ,  it makes yore husb and be very cruel to yo ' - he love s yuh but 

he can ' t treat chew nice b ecaus e she ' s  got  him goin ' that way so yo ' kin leave 
him . " 

Ah say ,  "Well , ah ' ll no t leave him . " I s ays ,  " I f  she kin spend her three an ' 
fo ' do llars to make him qui t me , ah 'm  goin ' tuh spend mine to show her that she 
can ' t git him . " Ah said , " I f  she ' d  come an ' ask me fo ' him , mayb e  ah ' d  give him 
to her , but i f  she gon I a  work s ome kinda dirty p lan like dat to get l im ,  ah ' ll 
live tuh see the grass grow on her grave . "  

So , fin ' lly , it kept on an ' on t ull dey tole me ah would have tuh move outa 
de house ah was in b ecause it was so b adly dpessed , it would take at leas t $ 7 5  
to fix it up so we ' d  have peace in it . 

So  ah moved in another house an ' she f in ' lly tpicked that one . 
So ah wro te a let ter tuh de Unity School an ' they wrote me b ack and tole me -
(Where was this school? ) 
I t ' s  in Kansas Ci ty , Mis souri . 
An '  so they wrote me back and tole me that they were praying fo ' me and tha t 

they were very sorry I was havin ' such luck . So ah p rayed on an ' read the 3 5 th 
Psalm , see , as ah was tole to do , an ' ah read it fo ' nine morning s .  An' so de 
lady tole me , said , "Yo ' continue on tuh read this , that God ' s  will will b e  done 
to the person who did yo ' this way . "  

So fin ' lly , ah kept readin ' an ' readin ' , an ' readin ' , an ' readin ' , an '  s o  ah 
said , "Lawd , look lak yo ' will ain ' t nevah goin ' be done" - ah say that in mah 
mind . So  on de las t day in May , which is the 30th day o f  - Decoration Day in 
May , she got drownded . An' so all de peop le came around an ' s aid , "Mayb e yo ' ll 
have peace . "  Ah said , "Mayb e ah ' ll have peace , after she ' s  gone mayb e ah ' ll have 
peace . "  

So then , the man tole me ab out two weeks ago , says ,  "She ' s  dead , but da t [ he r ]  
s tuff !SStill livin ' . "  

An '  ah tole him , ah say , "Ah don ' t believe yo '  kin kill i t , "  I said , "b ecause 
they usually say when a person dies an ' leave that kinda s tuf f , well , yo ' can ' t  )i 
sit i t  off . "  

He said , "Well , ah kin take it off , "  said , "b ut ah ' ll have tuh do it dis way , " 
said , "ah ' ll have to  leave it at de [her ] grave . "  He say , "Usually when a person 
do anything to yo '  and they daid , "  say , "yo '  have to take it off an ' leave it at 
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de grave I I  he said , I Ibut if the person 1ivin ' , why , yo ' don ' t  have that to do . 1 I 
�-'2._=-':;;'� '  , I I h He s aid I IBut chure trouble , it has tuh be took off  an left at the grave , e 
say l I a� ' ah ' ll have to go in de grave fo ' yo ' r ound fo ' ' clock in de morning . 1 I , I I An ' ah tole him , ah said , "Won ' t chew b e  ' fraid tuh go in there? 

i " H  . d "Th t '  He said , "No , I I  s ay , "ah went to the grave on many morn ngs . e sa1 , a s 
mos t 1y how ah ket ch p eop 1e . " He s a id , "Usu ' l ly , yo ' write a let ter to a daid 
per s on an ' take three cents an '  lay it on de let ter an ' when yo ' go to de grave
yard , yo ' j es ' dig a litt le hole an ' s t ick it in there , "  said , "when yo ' go home 
yo ' ll have a dream j es '  what plan to do . 

An '  ah asked him how did he know , an ' he s aid he had experience with that , 
that ' s  how he got so much money f or that . 

S o ,  well , we discus sed a 10tta things an ' he tole me ,  he s aid , he wanted me 
t o  have some hog husk an ' things r eady fo ' him Tuesday afternoon . 

(What ? )  
Hog husks [ tusks ] . 
So  we d is cussed things on an ' he tole me , he s aid , "Yo ' husb and has 10tsa 

enemi es ' caus e  he ' s  a older man than yo ' an ' yo ' s  a younger woman than him , "  an ' 
said , " lotsa men envy him of  yo ' , "  an ' he said , "ah 'm go in ' fix him an ' put him 
on his feet but de one thing ah want him tuh do is tuh git me nine hog husks . "  
An '  say , "Ah ' m  gon ' a take dem nine hog husks , an ' ah ' m  gon ' a  git a dime worth of 
herts perfUme an ' ah 'm gon ' a put this dime into some kind of eskit [ th is is the 
word = essence? = greasing dime ] an ' ah want chew tuh swallow i t . "  [See Dime , 
swallowing , in Index . ] He said , ! lAh want that dime to remain in yo ' body ' leven 
days . "  

(How many ? )  
' Leven . 
An ' he said , "When ah return on de ' leven day , "  he s ay ,  "ah ' ll remove that 

d ime from yore body . "  An '  he say ,  "Then ah ' ll take thos e hog ' s  husks an ' ah ' ll 
grind ' em an ' ah ' 11 put some mah s trong stuff wi th it . "  He said , "Then ah want 
chew to roll it into a cigarette an ' smoke it fo ' nine mornings , an ' each time 
yo ' smoke tha t Cigarette , "  s ay ,  "yo ' s ay these words , say , ' let chure work b e 
done Lawd , ' say ,  ' let this bad luck and the evil spell g o  away an ' let me b e  1ak 
ah once was . ' " 

He said , "Say that fo ' nine days , " say ,  "ah 'm quite sure that yo ' wi ll b e  on 
yore f eet again . " 

Ah said , "Well , what about dis evil  sp irit that ' s  bothering me? " 
He s ay ,  "It will even do away with the evil sp ir it , 1 I an ' he s ay ,  "there ' s  one 

s crip ture in de Bib le that ah want tell yo ' tuh read when ah come back . " Say , 
"Ah want chew tuh read it fo ' nine mornings an ' ah 'm quite sure yo ' ll be on · yore 
feet . 1 I 

(Well , what happened then? ) 
Well , he hasn ' t  come ye t  - he ' ll b e  in Tuesday . 
(He hasn ' t told you what to do yet ? )  
He hasn ' t tole me yet . 
(Well , now , when you get to  the end of the s tory , you come around and tell 

me again , will you - tell me what he does . )  
Yes s i r .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 162 2 : 3 . ] 
569 . Wh� ah was twelve years old , peop le us ed to come to mah hous e and g it 

mah daddy t o  let me come cut cards f o ' ' um - see , it was a gift to me . Ah nevah 
been to school two months in mah li fe but I musta had [ s omething ? ] 

EAR TRUMPET down in mah heart , but ah got wi cked and got to cursin ' , te1 1in ' 
lies and it left me . Now , f or exper ient [ exp erience ] ,  for se 1f

experient ab out mahse1f , ab out mah wif e - ah tole you about my wi fe . Ah ' m  got a 
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wife an ' fa ' kids . My wife , somebody put a spe ll on her in liquor [see No . 7 8 ] . 
She got i t  in whiskey and she done walked off . She b een gone now fer ab out round 
three months . [ This was not the firs t time she had left home . ]  Ah done sp ent 
money , all ah had - ah been to Beaufort , South Carolina , ah b een to other peop le . 

(Whom did you s ee at Beaufort ? )  
A man dey cal l Dp . Rob inson - j ' ever hear talk about him - live on an is land ? 
( I  never heard of Rob ins on - I know Rikker who is there . )  
( Did he live in Beaufort or outside of town ? )  
He lived outside o f  town on a l it t le is land . 
(Oh , � , I know him - I know him . ) [See Rob inson in Index . ] 
Well , anyways he lived on a little is land . 
(Wha t did he do for you when you went there? ) 
He tole me if I could get my wife hair - he put somep in to his ear , s ee - he 

say , "Yore wife got a sp ell on her in whiskey , "  which ah knows that , but I aiIi"t 
said nothing . He put s omepin to his ear and ah hear him talking and i t  look to 
like - and he say , "What dis boy done? " [He s ay ]  "Ain ' t  done nothin ' ? "  He s ay ,  
"Uh-huh . "  He s ay ,  "Two wimmins put a spell on your wif e  in liquor . "  

[ The moment informant said the doctop had put somepin to his eap , I suspected 
Doctop Rob inson had us ed an old-fashioned ear trump et to consul t a spirit . My 
informant could heap him ta lking - both sp irit and doctop . Ventri loquism? I 
doub t it - i t  was unneces s ary . Ins t ead of asking his patient wha t was wrong , the 
doctop inquired of the spiri t , What dis boy done ? Presumab ly the sp irit rep lied , 
Ain ' t  done nothin ' ,  for doctop somewhat surprised r epeats , Ain ' t  done nothin ' ?  
And then he knowing ly comments , Uh-huh .  I f  the reader is skep tical ab out method 
and belief here , rememb er that the Tomb-of-de-Babe-of-Be th lehem preacher (see 
Contents or Index) could hold a sea she ll to hi s ear and hear the roaring of the 
primordial ocean of Genes is - f irs t b ook in the Bib l e . See also No . 242 for 
talking snake . ]  

He s ay ,  " I f  yo ' kin bring her to me , "  s ay ,  "ah ' ll cure her . " Ah s ay ,  "Well , 
ah ain ' t  got  no way b ring in ' her - she done left home . "  He say , in seven days 
from den she gain ' b e  back - and she was back de s eventh day . She come back , 
but he say , " She won ' t s tay without chew b ring her to me . "  But ah never did 
get enough money to take my wife . All right , she left again . An ' ah went to 
diff erent peop le right here in town and dey couldn ' t make her come back . An ' you 
know what I hear oncet? I did oncet , heah ab out two weeks ago , ah went to de 
peop le and tole ' em ,  ah said , "Don ' t  work on her no rna ' - j es '  let her go . "  But 
dat day when ah come , heah she was sweeping de house .  

[ At this point in the trans cr ip tion an original note o f  mine reads , "Hayes 
(my trans cr iber)  left out mater ial ab out spirits - my use of s i lver . "  What this 
silver means I no long er know . ] 

Ah give mah wife up . She wouldn ' t  come near . She would come dere when ah 
wouldn ' t  answer [while he was away from home ] and go along . I t  come to me to 
take a aig , writ e her name on it three times and ah put i t  in a glass and bury 
it under - right near de hous e under a tree , see . 

(Near her hous e or your hous e ? ) 
To my hous e - right in mah yard . 
(You didn ' t break the eg g ? ) 
Didn ' t b reak i t . All right . Now , here where dis come . Ah have a little ole 

p lum tree , too , out in de yard . Jes t as plain as ah ' m  talkin ' to you , it come to 
me in mah sleep - a man tole me - to take a white pine - p iece of white pine -
yo ' know what a white p ine is - go to dat tree three nigh ts and three days and 
cal l her name nine t imes fore ah hit one o f  those - s ee ,  j es t  like a leaf - a 
tree done sprung from it [ a  cone ] - cal l  her name and hi t  on it three times fer 
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three nigh t s  and three days . All right . Ah tole de ole man yes t iday she done 
workin ' around s omeb ody - s eems she done g et t in '  worried . S e e , las t  night was 
de las t night after sundown - she come home las t night at twelve ' clock with her 
clothes and s o  help me , God , and she tole me , she said she ain ' t  going leave no 
more . S o  I mus t a  done gi t  de sp iri t [ the man in his s leep ] , s ee . Now , dat ' s  
the t ru f ,  i f  I never s p eak agin . 

An '  she ' s  g i t t in ' j es t further - she wouldn ' t  come near me a tall . Dey man 
moved in , say de spell was put on her to make her hate me - s ay two wimmin did 
it wi t whi skey and one man . But now , th is thing heah what ah ' m  te1lin ' yo ' ' b out 
with that piece o f  whit e  p ine , and go to that tree af ter s undown and call her 
name three t imes an ' j es t  tell her what chew want , tell her that you want her t o  
come home and s tay home . 

(When you cal l her name , do you hit the tree with that thing ? )  
Jes t kno ck a lea f  of f  i t . Yo ' j es t  p ick yo ' one o f  ' em  dat g rows , see -

tain ' t  no p ine , j es t  any kind o f  tree , but you g i t a p i e ce o f  whi t e  p ine to do 
it wit . You go t ' a  go to a l i ttle o le green tree - s omep in like a p lum tree or 
any kind of a green tree . That what the man tole me and what ah d id .  

(Who t old you this ? )  
A sp iri t  t ole me . 
(Qh, a spir it man - I s ee . )  

Dat ' s  righ t  - come to me in mah s l eep - wasn ' t  no man - j is t  come t o  me in mah 
s leep - a man tole me to do it and ah d id it and las t nigh t  made de s ix days - my 
wife walked in de hous e las t night a f t er twelve ' c lock - kno cked on de do ' and 
t o le me to l et her come in . 

[ At this point in the trans crip t ion an orig inal no te o f  mine reads , " S ome 
untrans crib ed material ab out his wife . " ]  

No , heah how it s t ar ted . Dey tuk d e  liquor and dey put somep in in i t . See , 
when dey put s tuff in dere like dat ,  no telling wh at - i t  gits yore mind , g i t s  
yo ' dull and gits in yore b rains . See . Every mon th , j es t  d e  date dey give it 
to you , every month dat dat you sits foo lish head - den you wanta do j es t  what 
dey want chew to do . [See sub sect ion Time in thi s s e ction . ]  

See . De chi1 lun kep t tellin '  me ab out i t  - say , "Mama j es t s e t s  round dere 
an ' cry-b abying an ' [we ] say what de matter and she s ay dere ain ' t  no thin , in 
her . "  Dey say , "Dere ' s  s omep in in her . "  Dat spell was working on her more an ' 
mor e  and at last one Saturday night ah go home and to de chi l lun , ah s ay ,  "Where 
yo ' mama? " [They s ay ]  ''Mama tuk her coat and left , "  and she s t ayed about a day . 
Ah went and talked wi th her and ah said , "What ' s  the mat ter swe etheart ? "  And she 
j es t  cri ed and cried , "Ah don ' t  know . "  Wel l , ah said , "Y o '  come on home . "  She 
come on b ack home . About two mon ths af ter that she was g one agin - she stayed 
about three days den . Ah go talk wit her and she come b ack home ag in .  B ut ah ' d  
taken her to dis Father Abraham and he told her she was witaharafted. He g ive 
her somepin ou t of de Bib le to drink and s ome water -

(He had t aken something out of the Bib le and s ome what ? )  
He ' d  taken what h e  got out d e  B ib le - s ome s ort s omep in ,  h e  mad e a little pill 

out of and give it to her [probab ly a Bib le- text pill ] . She got all ri ght den , 
see , fer about a month . 

( Father Abraham i s  up here at Lot t ie , Florida? ) 
Lot t ie , Florida - dey buried him las t week . An '  he say , "Yo ' wi taharaft -

dat ' s  your t rouble . "  And he prayed s ome kind o f p rayer over her - put h is h and 
on her haid . She got all right fer ab out a couple of months . Ah go home and she 
was laying on de floor s t iff . Ah p ick her up and say , "What de ma t t er . "  She 
didn ' t  know nothing . Next morning I ' d taken her back t o  him . Ah give dat f el lah 
$200 . All r ight , she got al l righ t  fer about a coup le o f  months .  He says fer to 
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stay from around dem people , say ,  'You ' ll b e  all righ t , but every time you go 
around dem , dey doub les yore dose on yo ' . S ee . An ' she laid [ stayed ]  hom� agin . 
Ah ' m  telling you she s tayed den three weeks . 

All right , ah goes to Beaufort , where ah was tel ling you about where ah went . 
Ah g ive dat fellah three do llars - Dr. Rob inson - and I mean he had plenty people 
round dere to see him . He put that thing t o  hi s ear and he s ay ,  " S even days and 
if she ain ' t come back under seven days - s even days , she ' ll b e  dere . But she 
ain ' t  gon ' a  be stationery - she ain ' t going to s t ay . "  [He ] s ay , "You b ring her 
here to me and ah ' ll take it o f f  her . " But ah never be ab le to take her dere . 

She come b ack in d e  seven days . She come back in de seven days j es t 1ak ah 
count de days , see , de s eventh day on de minute she walks in af ter sundown . 

(She came back las t night , did you say? ) [No , I am mis taken . ]  
Dat de s even days he talking about , see . She worked all right fer about two 

months round dere er [ o r ]  three months . Three months after that , three months 
from las t  night she was gone - walked out agin and she been gone three months . 
Ah went to diff ' rent root peop Ze ,  ah been al l ove r . Dere ' s  p lenty of dem here in 
dis t own  - plenty of ' em tell yo '  dey kin do things , whether they done do it er 
not , see . And ah spent money with white wimmens , colored wimmins , colored men -
j es t  thrown mah money away and S O  ah b een worried . You know ab out how ah b een 
feeling - every t ime ah g o  home , de chillun s ay ,  "When yo ' goin '  git mama to come 
home? " Ah say , "Ah don ' t  know . " She ' d  go out once a week and see de chil1un b ut 
she sneak away fore ah git dere . Dey put a spell on her to make her spirit die -
make her hate me , see . An ' dat spirit b rough t dat to me what to do , s ee . 

Dat ' s why ah ' m  telling yuh , I know it  goin ' work - nob ody have to  tell me . 
Now , you know when ah started to work on that - last Sunday nigh t .  I t  ain ' t  

b een six days . See , you go to dat tree j es t  like ah t ell you with a piece of 
p ine b oard - don ' t make no diff ' rent whether it is  b ig or not - and yo ' looking 
at de good limb wit de le aves on it , see , and you s tart to de head and call her 
name three t imes and you knock o f f  some of  dem leaves each t ime you call - j est 
three times - and s tick dat s tick in de ground , not up on de tree - s tick it 
where nobody won ' t s ee it . See . An '  you g o  b a ck dere - you do ' s  it fer three 
days and three nights . And de las t night she walk in dere twelve ' clock wit her 
clothes under her arm . 

Dis mawnin ' ah said , "Well . " Ah knowed she was coming , s ee ,  ' caus e de spirit 
had done showed it to me dat night wi t her clothes coming - ah seed her p lain wit 
her clothes coming . All right . 

(What did she have to say? ) 
She knock on de door an ' ah say ,  "Who dere? " She s ay ,  "Git  up and open de 

door . "  She come in and ah say , "Why , you comin ' "  and she s ay ,  "Yeah , ah ' m  goin ' 
stay now - ah ain ' t  goin ' no more - ah ' m  tired . "  

Ah know where she was s tayin ' . She was stayin ' tuh her aunty a while , stayin ' 
over tuh her cousin a while - see j es t  s cab ering aroun ' j es t  like somebody goin ' 
away when she got h er own home dere to s tay tuh . But dey put a spell on her -
she couldn ' t  he ' p it . Dis mawning she tole me . De chil1un ,say dey sure is g lad 
to git  her home . But she ain ' t  exactly right yet - de sp irits  tell  me it goin ' 
wear off o f  her more and more . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 49 ) , 688 : 1 . ] 

5 7 0 . Yo ' kin take a earwax an ' if a g irl is got de bad disease an ' yo ' don ' t 
want to ask her if  she have it an '  yo ' don ' t know i t  an ' she wanta turn a trick 

EARWAX 
RED PEPPER 

wit chew , well , yo ' go an ' g i t  in de bed wit her an ' take yore 
finger an ' put it in yore ear lak dat [ demonstrates ]  an ' j es '  take 
dat wax an ' tech her ; an ' if she got it , she comin ' out from undah 
yo ' , she cain ' t  stay dere . Dat earwax will �at her up . [ To turn 

a trick is known everywhere . ] 
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An '  i f  yo ' in a house an ' yo ' mis tru s t in ' if anyone in dat house is got de 
bad d i s ease an ' yo ' in dere an ' yo ' think d ey got i t , yo ' j es '  t ake a piece of 
r ed p epp ah , if it ' s in d e  f al l  of de yeah , an ' th row a lit t le piece on de fiah ,  
an ' yo ' see ' em  leave ou ta dere . Dey goin ' out a dere - cain ' t  s tay in dere . 
[ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 3 0 ) , 2 7 3 8 : 4 . ] 

5 7 1 . Yo ' take a chi cken aig - yo ' take that aig an ' hold i t  up , look at i t  
j es t  that very way . We ll , now , if dere ' s  a person have d i d  anything an ' yo ' 

wants tuh f ind out ' b out it , yo ' take that aig an ' yo ' hold i t  up that-a
EGG way . Now , d ere ' s a c er tain way to b reak dat aig , an ' yo '  kin go dire c t ly 

t o  de p er son whut did dese thing . Yo ' b r eak de aig - s ome f olks b reak it 
' cross , but ch ew b r eak i t  s t raigh t . 

( Break it the long way . )  
Yeah , de long way . De reas on yo ' b r�ak i t  de long way - dat hold s  all de 

yellow part r ight t ogether . Take da t yellow den an ' put it in a g las s . Yo ' 
put it in a glas s  an ' yo ' t ake a magnifying g la s s  an ' look through i t  an ' yo ' 
kin s ee de s treets an ' de shap e  of de p erson , de way d ey g o in ' . 

( Th i s  is t o  f ind out who your enemy is and where he lives . )  
Th at ' s  righ t , anywh ere yo ' enemy is why yo ' kin take it dere - take a 

magnifying g lass an ' look th rough i t  an ' yo '  kin tell ' z ac t ly whi ch s ide dey 
c oming or whi ch way d ey is . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 9 7 ) , 1 7 7 1 : 6 . ]  

5 7 2 . We ll , this is fact - ah s een this . Ah wen t  with a girl once t o  a hoodoo 
an ' her husb an ' wus s i ck ,  an ' he wus with ano thah woman . See . An '  he s t ayed 
s ick , j es '  g oin ' b ad . An '  so he t o le her tuh go b ack an ' look in de p i l lah an ' 

she ' d  f ind a b all of s t range feather s  in dere . An ' s o  she went b ack 
FEATHERS and she got de f eathers out an ' it wus a b all o f  owl f eathers dat he 

wus s leep in '  on . Yo ' s ee ,  yo '  t ake dose owl f eathers an ' yo ' put ' em 
in yore pillah , s ee dey won ' t  mix - dey ain ' t  goin ' mix wi t de o thah f ea th ers , 
dey ' l l ball up to gether . An ' s leep on it , see , an ' dat runs yo ' crazy , ki ll yo ' . 

(What d id they do with them then , those feath ers ? )  
Dey t ook ' em an ' throwed ' em  in de r ivah , an ' dat runs de o thah p erson on 

' b out dere b us ines s . 
(The hoodoo man - was he colored or whi t e ? ) 
He wus colore d . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  ( ? ) , 2817 : 7 . ] 
5 7 3 . A woman in Georgia s aid if yo ' got a pain ab out chew anywhere , s aid , 

take a f r og an ' don ' t kill him , but j es '  lay him in de p alm o f  yore h and or 
wherevah de pain wus an ' dey tie him an ' let him s tay th ere .  An ' dey 

FROG s ay , if he d ies , yo r e  poisoned ; if he don ' t  die , then yo ' are not 
poisoned . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 1 8 ) , 2 5 5 2 : 1 . ] 

5 7 4 .  You kin take and ki ll a frog and tie it on your hand [ or o ther sus pected 
p lace ] and that frog will turn green if you are fixed and dry up hard ; and if 
you are not fixed , that frog will remain Tike he is . [ Vi cksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 1 ) , 
9 8 7 : 6 . ] 

5 7 5 .  I t ' s  a g amb ling hand - that ' s  what ' t is . Ah did that mah s e l f  - l ike yo ' 
p layin ' numbers - y o '  ket ch you a toadfrog and take yo ' a indel i c a t e  [ indelib le ] 
p encil and j es t  de numbers you wan ta win on , put it on that frog ' s  s t omach and 
ev ' ry t im e  dat frog go - it [mus t ]  turn and go [ j ump ] - b e fore you gon ' a  win . 
[See als o Frog in sub s e c tion Hand. ] [ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , ( 5 4 9 ) , 687 : 6 . ]  

5 7 6 . I know a fellow ,  a s choolmate of mine down in King George [ County , 
Virgini a ] , he wo rked in New Jer s ey years ago and mos t everyone took h im to b e  

a aunjure and fo rtune- telle r , wh i ch h e  was not . But his father was a 
GOURD S outherner from Louis iana and he [ the s on ]  also b elieved in aunjuration . 

And whi l e  he worked in New Jersey , i t  was an old colored family and the 
old man was s i ck , and s omeone told him ab out this man that came from Virg inia who 
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was supposed to be a cunjure. And this [supposedJ cunju� didn't like to work 
hard and he thought he would make some easy money. So he went to the home of 
this old family and had a talk with the old man, and he was convinced that he 
also believed in cunjuration. And after he talked with them awhile, he said he 
could cure the old man. The old man was sick. After he found out they believed 
in hfm, he went to work and he said he could cure him for fifty dollars and put 
the spell back on the woman who put it on him. 

So he went away that night and came back another dark night. Being very late 
at night, he planted a bottle under the doorsill containing button hooks [hooks 
and eyes] and needles and pins, and he had a coloring, some liquid in a bottle. 
He hid it under the doorsill and came back another night. So the next night he 
brought with him a simlin [or simling] gourd [= simnel, a squash in U.S.A.] which 
he had sawed in two and sealed up with a live frog inside. And then he told the 
man he would tell him in a few moments what was wrong. If no one hadn't thpDWn 
a hand [Thpow fop, in IndexJ at him, he did not want his money. So the old man 
was satisfied. Then he laid the gourd before the fireplace with the live frog 
inside and says, "Gourd, gourd, you have never lied to me, and don't lie to me 
tonight." Then he put his hand acrost his eyes and he said, "If anything is 
wrong, move, move, move," three times, of [onJ which the frog began to get warm. 
He [the frog] was a little slow in moving so he [conjurer] stood up [closer to 
the fire]. And he knew the gourd was going to move because the frog was inside. 
By that time the gourd got hot and the frog made one jump. And he said, "Move 
again." And the gourd moved. And said, "Move again." The gourd moved off the 
fireplace between the old man's legs that was sick. He was setting in a chair. 
And he says, "Mister, I told my wife I was cunjuped. Now I know it and you know 
it." So he told the cunjure the money was ready whenever he would cure him. So 
the aunjure said it would take about three weeks, because the person that put the 
spell on him was a far off. 

So the aunjupe went home that night knowing that he had some easy money 
coming. He went in the woods the next day and got some pokeberry roots and red 
oak bark and saxafras [sassafras] roots and cooked it together and made a tea, 
which is got for rheumatism, [I] don't care how [long] standing, because his 
father cured himself with the very same remedy. So he came back three days later 
to the old man's home and brought a pint of this tea that he had made, and told 
him to take a tablespoonful three times a day before each meal, which he did. 
And inside of one week he was feeling much better. And the following Sunday this 
aunjupe came back to see how the old man was. And the old man said, "Boy, I'm 
feeling fine. Come over one night next week and I will give you half of the 
money. " The cunjupe didn't wait a week. He came back the third day with another 
pint and told him to double the dose, which the old man did. And at the end of 
the second week the old man's rheumatism was gone. And instead of giving him 
twenty-five dollars he gave him fifty and just spread his name abroad. 

And the cunjure still lives today and said he made over three-hundred dollars 
just for this good remedy which his father cured himself. And lots of other 
people that don't know him go and see him today, for he still lives. He still 
lives in King George as a aunjure, of which he knows nothing about. [Near 
Fredericksburg, Va., (71), by hand.] 

577. Wal, ah'll tell yo' a incident 'bout where a cunjuration did good. Ah 
came heah and ah knew an ole party dat came from out in Ohio somewhere - moved 
right down in de same place called Hick's Bottom right heah in Richmond. An' 
those people - a man [old man from Ohio] an' his nephew came an' dey were nice 
to me when ah wus a boy an' ah nevah fo'got 'em. So when ah went in de Navy an' 
came back heah agin, why, ah found out that de old man wus very ill, an' mah 
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grandmo thah tole me da t d e  on ly t rou ble wi t de old man wus dat he be lieved dat 
he wus aunjured. An' he s t a ye d  in de hous e, he d idn 't g it any de fr esh a ir ,  he 
di dn ' t g i t  any exer ci s e .  Now, she s a y, all h e  nee ded wus a bath ,  s ome exer cis e, 
fresh air an ' s ome good foo d. 

S o ah went tuh a friend of mine wus in de racket - wus a root doctor an' on e 
thing ano thah yo ' know. But h e  knew dat ah ' a d only but so mu ch beli ef, yo ' know, 
in it . S o, he cons ent ed to co me an' h el p  d e  ol e man out from i t .  But ah had tuh 
wo rk on de o l d  man 's s u per s t i t ions t o  do him an y good. 

S o  ah t o le him dat ah wus goin' bring him a papa Zoi - a good aunjure doctor, 
yo ' under s t and. 

(A papa Zoi - i t  us ed t o  be down in Hai t i  they cal led them that, a papa Zoi 
or a mama Zoi?) 

Yeah . 
(How did you g et that wor d  - h av e  you b een do wn  in Ha it i ?) 

Yes - ah been in Hait i but ah've been roun' wit s o  many Wes t  Indians in New 
�, s ee ,  an' we all talk i t  ovah, yo ' know, s ometime. An' s omet ime ah kinda 
beli ev e  mahs elf, b u t  - ah don' know . Anywa y, we'l l skip date  

S o ,  d i s  o le man - we' l l  omit his name. An' a ft ah mama ,  mah grandmo thah , t ol e  
me whut wus whu t ,  a h  t alked t o  dis fri end o f  mine who da bb l ed i n  d e  s t u f f, an' 
he s a y  he had de han ' an' a ll da t kin da s t u ff, s ee.  An ' he had a bZack cat bone 
h i ms elf , s ee, ti ed aroun ' his n eck . But, anyway, he go es tuh de o le man an' d e 
ole man had con fi den ce in me, so h e  put hisself in de han ' s o f  dis man - see, 
d i s  cunjure doctor. S o  wh en ah e xplain to dis cunjure doctor jes ' whut wus whu t .  

(Di d you t el l  t he cunjure doctor that he wasn ' t hurt or that h e  was ?) 
Ah t ole him jes ' whut wus whu t .  
W ell, h e  t ole me dat h e  wus g oin ' t a ke d e  s pell o ff him. 
Dis cunjure doctor had a gourd - yo' kno w whut a gour d is , a small gour d -

da t yo ' us e tuh drin k out a, but a smal l  one. He had put a hol e  in his gou r d  an' 
he had put in dis g ourd, woodbugs an' worms an ' th ings lak da t , an' he sealed i t  
back u p  again . 

Well, he tole de o l e  man dat he had tuh have a tub o f  hot watah, t welve ' clo ck 
at n igh t but n ot at d e  ful l  moon - wh en d e  moon wus go in ' o ff. Well , dat 's when 
yo' g i t  d e  fifth moon - d e  {some thing ?] moon. {Hi s  fifth moon = dark of the moon, 
the few days int erval bet we en full and new moon . ]  

S o  he had tuh have dis hot watah a t  midnigh t an' i t  mu s t  b e  midnigh t when de 
cycl e i s  chang in , - well , ever ' man know whut a cycle means - an' dat he ha d tuh 
have moon s oa p. In dos e  days yo ' sold soap cal l ed moon soap, but i t  jes ' dat 
Octagon soap {trade name] dat had a {pi ctur e  o f  the] m oon on it . An' it di dn' t 
have a fu ll moon either - i t  had a moon jes ' about de s i ze o f a mo on wh en i t ' s  
fulla watah . {Eviden t ly I co mmen t  "a cr es cen t "  whi l e  my mach ine i s  s to pped .] 
Dat ' s  it - a cres cen t .  S o ,  he had tuh have thi s  soap. 

So, in d e  meant ime he g i ts a pas tebo ' d pi llbox - dat is d e  aunjure doctor -

an' he puts a few g rub worms an ' bugs in dere, an' rock s a lt ,  an' s o  fort h, an' 
he put s  that in his po cket . 

Well , at sharp twelve a 'clo ck he puts de o le man in de t in tub, yo ' kno w, a 
r egular was htu b. See. An' he begin t ub give d e  o le man a b ath. Wel l, plen t y  
dirt wus co min' o ff .  S o ,  i n  d e  meantime, he put de gourd on de tab le. He put s  
his pi pe near de gourd. S o ,  he s a ys ,  " S pir i t s , t ell me, hokus -po cus " o r  s ome 
kinda wor ds or ritual he us ed, yo' k now, an ' he gra bbed de o le man an ' he pinch 
him {see P in ch in Index] - pinched de ole man . H e  s a ys ,  "Have ah got 'im , have 
ah g o t  'im, s pirit s ,  have a h  g ot 'im?" B u t  i n  d e  meant ime he pus h his pipe cl os e  
u p  tu h d e  g our d. Well, d e  heat from his pipe g o e s  t u h  d e  g ou rd an' dat makes d e  
wo rms mov e  - de heat makes d e  worms move. W el l, de g o ur d  woul d  mov e .  We l l ,  den, 
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de ole man's eyes would git big as dat [demonstrates with his eyes] yo' know. 
When he see de gourd he figured de spirits wus in dat gourd showin' off. Well, 
when he pinch him an' do dat, an' de gourd roll, he would reach in his pocket an' 
drop in de tub a bug or a worm, see. Well, he kept dat up - see, continuously 
an' he give de ole man a hot bath. He give him a good rubdown. It wus whut de 
ole man really needed, ah guess. 

He tole de ole man not to empty that tub until de sun wus directly ovahhead 
de next day, an' he wus tuh keep it covered, an' when he empty it out, empty it 
out so he see it an' he would see jes' whut was in it, that he had re'lly gotten 
it out of him. An' he tole de ole man dat he wus bein' hoodooed, yo' understan', 
between de hours of five an' six a'c1ock, an' fo' him tuh git out ever' mawnin' 
at quarter tuh five, so dat when dis cunjure person dat wus puttin' dis trick on 
'im - when he sprinkle down dis goofer dust so it wud make him have itchin' fut 
an' run hisself tuh death - see, so dat he wouldn't be dere [in the house] an' it 
wouldn't work on 'im. An' then [after six o'clock when he reentered the house] 
he could keep his do' open. [See subsection Time.] 

So de next day at twelve noon when de sun wus ovahhead, de ole man empties 
his tub an' he finds dis rock salt, worms - grubworms an' bugs, an' de ole man 
swoah [swore] dat dis cunjure doctor had taken de spell off him. 

So de ole man would take his bath - he tole him tuh take his bath every Sunday 
befo' de week change, befo' de Sabbath change into de workday. De ole man had so 
much be1ief, he followed dem instructions. Every mawnin' at quartah tuh five yo' 
would fin' dat ole man goin' up de railroad track, wa1kin' - an' he wus supposed 
tuh walk out into de country. An' he'd git back at six a'c10ck. Den, whoevah 
wus sprink1in' dis goofer dust down fo' him, see, wouldn't harm him. 

Dat ole man followed those instructions - an' he wus tole not tuh eat any 
fried food, see - nuthin' but boiled food - dat de steam an' de moisture would 
carry 'way all de goofer dust an' cunjure an' so forth - de steam would carry it 
away - nuthin' but boiled food. An' dat ole man followed dem instructions an' 
when ah came through heah five yeahs latah, he wus workin' in de Tredica1 works 
where dey handle iron. 

(Where was he working?) 
In de Treadica1 works - Treadica1[?] Iron Works, an' dat jes' build him up by 

havin' de belief an' confidence. 
Now, dat's a incidence where it did good. 
Dere's one ah forgot tub tell while ah wus te1lin' dis. Now, yo' want me tuh 

tell yo' dat about it? 
[I probably nodded, yes.] 

He wus told - he made de ole man trim his corns an' trim his toenails. He 
tole him tuh keep his toenails short because de goofer dust would git undah his 
toenails an' it wus harder an' cost him mol to git it out - to git de spell off 
him if it got undah his toenails. An' dat ole man followed those instructions. 

Of co'se, de ole man had tuh give him money - see, he had tub give him money. 
An' ah think de ole man give him a coup1a do11ahs, but it wus bettah den a 
doctor's prescription. [Richmond, Va., (?), 370:1.] 

578. She [the informant's aunt] lingered along sick an' she sent to get a man 
from de South to come up here an' see about it. Well, when he came it wus too 
late; she had a hole in her back. He told her that she wus cunjured an' he would 

GROUND 
PUPPIES 

begun to verked [worked] on fer. An' he told fer dat it would be insex 
that came from 'er body. The first he got wus a snake, an' nex' he got 
two crabs. An' then he begin to doctor on her again. An' he told her 
dat some [ground] puppies would be [in her], an' told her if de puppies 

came out an' didn't look back an' bark at her, dat he could cure 'er; but if dey 
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came out an' looked back an' bark at her, he wouldn't cure 'ere So the first one 
came out an' he vent runnin' on out de door into de front; de nex' one came out, 
he went runnin' out de door into de front; an' de nex' one came out, he got fer 
as de front doah an' looked back at her an' bark. An' in ten minutes after that 
she wus dead. So they took de puppies an' put 'em in some alcohol. [Wilmington, 
N. Car., (205), 197:3.] [Ground puppy = the hellbender, aquatic salamander 
(Cryptobranahus aZZenganiensis), common in streams of Ohio Valley and up to 18 
inches. ] 

579. Ah has been told that if he has an enemy in the town that he's living in 
seeking to take his life. An' so he has in mind of taking a red handkerchief, 
using a red handkerchief as a flag or as, we might say, a protection to himself, 

HANDKERCHIEF 
RED 

an' he attaches it to a standing boxcar but is ready, of course, 
to be pulled off by an engine. An' he attaches it there an' waits 
until the train pulls off an' [he] stands an' looks toward that 
train as long as he can see it, an' if that flag that he attached 

to the boxcar is on there at his last sight, as long as he can see it, why that's 
a sign that he will have a chance to get out of the town an' he leaves. See, 
but, if this flag drops off beforetime, why it's a warning to him that he's to 
be cut off befo' evah he'll have a chance to git out of the town. 

(In other words, he uses this flag to find out what's going to happen to him.) 
If it's safe fo' him to stay in the town or to leave. An' if the flag stays 

on, why he has a chance to leave town an' will leave, but if the flag drops off, 
yo' see, he conceives the idea that he has no chance. [St. Petersburg, Fla., 
(988), 1595 : 4.] 

580. I remember when the town [Hampton, Virginia] first went dry and they 
didn't allow any bootlegging, so they said, and two or three people got caught 
with their whiskey and a stiff fine was put upon them. So thereafter there came 

HOG 
BLADDER? 

a man from Newport News [Virginia] to Hampton, going from one place to 
another, saying he could prevent the law from coming to my house and 
that I could go and sell all the whiskey I wanted to and the law could 
not bother me. So I took it in my charge that I would try him. I had 

taken in my house fifty gallons of liquor and I began to distribute it �rom one 
place to the other. Sometimes I would look out and see the law coming and was 
wondering whether or not they were coming to my house. I can say with a clear 
conscience that the day I saw the man and paid him one hundred and fifty-three 
dollars and fifty-three cents for this instrument, and I can say and witness the 
fact, that the law has never been to my house since that occasion. He gave me 
an instrument and told me to hang it by my stove and leave it stay there, and 
whensoever I saw the law coming, to take it down and put it on the table and the 
law would turn around and go back. It �in'a resembled a hog bladder or something 
of that sort. When the law was coming in your direction, this instrument would 
puff out, and you could always look out your casement and see the law; and then 
you would take it down and put it on the table, and the law would turn around 
and go back. Then this bag would come down to its normal size. [Old Point 
Comfort, Va., (27), Ed.] 

581. [The following divination device is usually known as Jaak, but he has 
other names. I have never heard him named for a woman. A person asks questions 
of Jaak. His answers by swinging have at times given him the nickname taZking 

hand (see FACI, 1st ed., p.622; 2ed., p.799). Technically, Jaaks are 
JACK hands. For more examples, see Jack in Index.] 

When I first come from the country [from near Spotsylvania Court house 
to Fredericksburg] I was eighteen years old - I'm eighty-one now [1936 ] .  I 
worked in the paper mill with this man. He wanted to learn me to make money by 
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cunjuration. He had a little ball with something he put in it. He would speak 
to this ball. It was wool - flannel. He would speak to this ball and i�would 
go first one way then the other. The ball hung on a string. Anything he would 
ask this ball would twist around. He would sell you this thing for so much 
money. "John,�, I want you to be my guide today. If anything is in my way 
I want you to tell me." He made money on it. He gave this ball a name. He 
called it John. And John would tell him if anybody was doing anything for good 
or anything for harm. He was a cunjure himself. He only made this ball and sold 
them. [Fredericksburg, Va., (44), Ed.; for informant see No. 86.] 

582. I used to go to an old man' s house and he had a bag and he called that 
bag Jack. It was long and big at one end and kinda small at the other end. The 
string was tied to the small end - red flannel covered the bag. And then when 
you would ask him any questions he would take this bag and hold it up [by the 
string] and stand still and let it strike the question you asked. If you asked 
him if this person was hurt, this bag would spin around like a top; if he wasn't 
hurt, it would stand still. You asked the question, he didn't say anything at 
all. [Hampton, Va., (31), Ed.] 

583. Then they had another one they called John the Conquer. It wus made in 
a little - somepin wus cut in [out of] wood about as big as my thumb. An' the 
bottom of it wus about as big as my two fingers an' the top wus like my thumb. 
It wus about that [several inches] long. It looked like it wus jist a roun' 
little piece of wood cut out with a neck to it. The bottom wus heavy an' the top 
wus light. Well, he had somepin in that bottom there [as a weight] I reckon. I 
don't know whut he had in there. Anyway, you'd [he'd] take it an' set it up an' 
says, "Now, So-ant-So - where is he? Which a-way he a-goin'?" He'll be settin' 
there. "Which a-way Sich-an'-sich?" He'll call your name. An' it'll rock which 
a-way you goin'. I don't know how it did it. But it'd rock which a-way you're 
goin'. An' he said, "How long he gon' a be gone?" If it would make two bows, he 
said it wus a hour each bow. [Wilmington, N. Car., (159), 154:1. ] 

584. Making a Jack. 
(Making a Jack? Well, how do they do that?) 
Well, that's out of red flannen [flannel]. 
(I see. Well, tell me how they do that.) 
Well, ah tell yah. You see, now, that's like you say I wanta find out where 

my husband at tonight. Well, I will take this piece of red flannen, you see. I 
will make a little Jack , if his name is Jack - I'll say [for example] I'll make 
William, and I make it re'lly small, and then I will take the rest of the thread 
and I holds it up in the front of my eyes and I will talk to it just like I was 
talking to you. I say, "If he is gone to his meeting or gone to his church" -
wher'enever he is gone - ah looking right at Jack , � William � Sam - you got'a 
name him whatever he is named. 

(You give him the name of the man you are talking about?) 
Yes. Yes, and I hold it by the thread - hit so long but it not larger then 

your finger is, you see [demonstrates]. 
(Like a little bag.) 
And I say, "Now, you tell me where is he?" Well, if he is gone to his church 

or gone to his lodge meeting, Jack will swing back and forwards to you. If he 
isn't, that will stay solid still. 

(I see - you ask these questions and it will swing or it won't swing?) 
Yes. [Richmond, Va., (431), 386:2.] 
585. (How do you find this money now?) 
With John de Conker . 

[This is rare, to call Jack by the name of a root within the package or bag. 
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Root bags as hands are common.] 
(And how do you prep are that?) 

Well, yo' fix it in a flannel - sew it up in a flannel, yo' s ee an ' keep it in 
yore p ocket. Keep it p erfumed [fed] wit Heapts OWn perfume [sometimes confused 
with HeaPtsoPn or HeaptshoPn = Hawthorn? perfume ] .  Put chew nine pins in it an' 
if yo '  go out 'cross de way anywhere - cross de f ield whare dere's any money 
buried, it'll po int. Yo' talks to it - it ' s  got a s tring on de s ide - an' yo ' 
t alk to it an' jest where dat money is it's goin ' point direct ly where dat money 
are . 
---(Well ,  you don't point in your pocket though?) 

No, yo' has to take it out chere pocket. S ee, it ' s got a little s tring on to 
it. Dis John de Conkep yo' know , it's got little roots to it - all roots kind 
lak a [centipede?]. [A small piece of John de Conkep has so many root hairs i t  
looks like a centipede.] [St. Petersburg, Fla . , ( 1012) , 1638:9.] 

586. Get some dirt from de grave an ' put s ome lodes tone in dere , put some 
dragon's b lood and put a piece of John de Conkep, put a piec e of Eve and Adam 
root - put s dem togedder and sew dem up tight . 

(Put them in a bag?) 
In a piece of red flannin and sew d em  tight and you wears it somewheres around 

you f er two or three days and he [enemy] come around and if he annoys you, you 
take aholt dat, it b e ' s hot [if an enemy is near] , and you c arry dat b y  de s tring 
you know - a little piece of s tring ab out dat long and you hold on to dat [end of 
the string so t hat the b ag or sac k hangs f ree]  and you talk t o  'im, "Come on , 
Jack, any enemy around me? Any enemy c oming toward me?" And he ' ll [Jack will] 
move - i f  he don't move , there ain't nothing wrong. [Charlest on ,  S .  Car. , (509), 
574:1. ] 

587. (This is the Lucky hand you say - and how is that made?) 
It made with peppah an '  salt an' a penny or a dime. 
(A p enny or a d tme?) 
Yes - an' sew it up in a p iece of red flannel . An' d ere's a s tring left to it 

an' when yo' git ready to - fo' anything to happen in yore favor, you hold it b y 
de string lak dat an ' talk to it . An' when yo' git ready tuh go 'way, yo' say, 
"When ah g it ready tuh leave h eah - when ah git ready tub leave dis country, ah 
hope ah nevah come back." 

(That thing will revolve?) 
If yo' de nerve tuh go. When it stops, den yo' go . Well , ah tri ed dat once 

mahself - ah h eard it an '  ah tried it. 
(What do they cal l that little bag?) 
Dey call dat a Lucky hand. 
(You ask qu es tions o f  it?) 
Yeah . An' hit goes certain ways, an ' whatevah it says, yo ' do . [Fay etteville , 

N. Car. , (1393), 2505:5.] 
588. I seed dis. He had dis bottle, little black bottle, looked lak somep in 

into it like leaves [?] [see later] , and he talked to it, you know , and it would 
b ow . "Well Jack, t ell me so-and-so . Now Jack, tell me de troof . " And that 
would bow to him. He'd hold de bot tle in his hand and hold a string . He had 
dat string on de end of de bottle and he'd hold dat bottle up, you know, and he'd 
talk to it and it would bow, you know. [To bow meant "yes" - not to b ow ,  "no."] 
He s aid , "Now, you tell me de troof, Jack. Jack don't you lie to me,·now." It 
[the bottle ] was kinda white but de stuff into was black, black as that [point s 
to my dis carded b lack hat containing concealed microphone - see Hat, my black, 
in Index.] 

(How long ago was that?) 
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Oh, I guess it's been fifty years [1876]. 
(Where did you see that?) 

193 

Oh� between Stockton and Girdletree [Worcester Co. � on Eastern Shore]. [Snow 
Hill, Md. , (98), 15:3. In original transcription soon after interview I could 
not understand word for what was in bottle, though I knew it was decayed leaves. 
Word should be shadders or correctly shatters; see Index.] 

589. Ah kin tell yo' a way dat he kin find out whether dat wus so. Jes' 
say dat wus his wife down dere - when he wants tuh go out with another woman, 

take his pocketknife, an' when him an' her git down to, yo' know - stick 
KNIFE it right up in de ground or in de flo' by dem, an' if his nature won't 

come, why she's [wife has] got him tied [unable to have another woman]. 
Now to loose dat, ah don't know, but ah have been told two ways on dat - wear a 
silver dime in de left shoe fo' de woman. 

Den ah wus told another one - take a silver dime an' - see, dis is his 
private - fo' nine mornin's rub it up dere - dat silver dime once fo' nine 
mornin's. 

(Rub the silver dime on the side of his - once each morning for nine mornings. 
That is supposed to restore his nature. ) [Brunswick, Ga., (1174), 1983:2.] 

590. Yeah, you kin git a piece of lodestone and you kin go to de drug store 
and git you some turpentine - not de one you drink. You know some turpentine you 
gits you kin drink it - put on sugar or something like dat and take it, but chew 

don't git dat kind. You git de kind you can't - you see, you rub wit 
L ODESTONE it but you can't drink it. Well, you kin take dat and if anybody 

tryin' to do you anything you know, you take dat and sulphur and burn 
it and dey couldn't do you nothing - dey couldn't stand you, dey wouldn't have 
nothing to do with you. 

(What do you do with that lodestone?) 
Well, dat lodestone, it just let you know when anything critical or wrong -

you see, it just keep movin'. 
(What do you mean?) 
Oh, well, dat turpentine - you keep dat lodestone and den at times you jes' 

take dat turpentine and wet it [lodestone] , chew know. And den jes' like if 
anybody's tryin' to do anything to you or putting down anything for yuh - well, 
dat lodestone, it would move, you know. You could feel it movin' in yo' pocket 
or somepin like dat and then you kin jus' rub yourself jest all over, you know, 
with dat turpentine and just burn it with sulphur an' old shoe, and that will 
kill that whatsomever it is. [Charleston, S. Car., (521), 623:4.] 

591. Take matches, yessuh, an' put 'em in a shoe an' take his shoes an' place 'em undah de head of yore bed an', if yo' wanta find if it's a person whether 
yo' goin' tuh marry 'ern or not, an' yo' cross those shoes an' place 'em 

MATCHES jes' lak a T an' don't say a word to anybody when yo' goin' tuh bed, 
an' yo'll dream yo' goin' tuh marry dat person. Yo'll dream about 'em 

that night. 
(You put matches in each shoe. How many do you put in each shoe?) 
Yes, in each shoe. Yo' put three matches in each shoe. 
(Lighted or unlighted?) 

No - unlighted. [Fayetteville, N. Car. , (1426), 2572:13.] 
592. Well, I've hear'd of 'em gittin' dirt from de fork of de road. Well, 

if a - you could go to the fork of the road and git dirt. You works with a 
mirror. You takes a mirror and you bury it at the fork of a road. 

MIRROR Understand? And you let that mirror stay there for three days and 
afterward you digs this mirror up, and you don't want to be de first 

one to look into it. Let a cat, either a dog, look into it first. Then after 
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that you can know just what you wants to know through this mirror if anything 
coming against you. 

(You can see it in that mirror?) 
Yes, sir - that what ah knows about the fork in the road. [New Orleans, La., 

(822), 1186:4.] 
593. Well, jest befo' day, whatevah sign yo' wanta know - whut luck or whut 

performance it goin' be - first we gotta git our mind. Whatevah we mind tuh 

MOCKING 
BIRD 

change, we git our mind on de mockin' bird. Well, he'll come somewhere 
on our premises, on de lot, an' if he come dere successful [successive] 
three mawnin's - three early mawnin's 'fore daylight, den we put ovah 
whatevah we undertake. It's de same as put ovah. Dat's our sign from 

de mockin' bird - comes three successful [successive] days. [Fayetteville, N. 
Car., (1395), 2508:8.] 

594. If yo' think anyone got chew poisoned, yo' kin take three needles an' 
stick 'em in yore pillah, an' then yo' kin take one an' stick it in yore mouth. 

NEEDLE 
An' if dese needles turn black, why yo' know den yore poisoned. Dat's 
all ah know dat needles is good fo'. 
(You just stick the two needles in your pillow?) 

Dat's right - an' put one in yore mouth. 
(If the needle in your mouth turns black then you are poisoned. (Florence, 

S. Car., (1331), 2292:2; man from Beaufort, S. Car.] 
595. To begin with in that I have been abnormally mistreated by superstition 

what we call hoodoism. See. Well, in that my family was torn to pieces and I 
was just wrecked and jest now recovering from that. Now, when it come ah went 

to a hand reader to read mah hand. 
PALMISTRY (Where did you go - here in town?) 

Yes - she read my hand - a white lady, and she told me of dese things 
without coming in contact with any of them. Being a minister I found what she 
said about people being torn in mah congregation - I found that to be true. She 
told me that I wouldn't be able to get along with 'em - ah found that true. Now. 
ah been married three times. This wife I have now - ah was told that they did 
not want me to have her, and hear say to de cause and de reason why they did not 
["want me to have her"] and what they done to prevent me from her and have her 

return back home. 
Ah married her against her people's consent - they didn't want me to have her. 

Then they put in to take her from me and to kill me - that was, she said, because 
of my age, you see. They wanted me out of de way so she could come back home, 
and in that they give me all kind of trouble. A friend of mine, who was in my 
church at dat time, somehow or another got onto it and told me it was best for 
me to go see about it mahself. I'd done got into a kind of a wreck some way -
my mind wasn't nuthin' and ah couldn't remember nor think nuthin' long - couldn't 
do no one thing completely - ah'd start and stop. 

(What did this woman do to tell you to get rid of this? Did they tell you 
what to do?) 

They told me what to do and give me something to protect myself - ah kin show 
you some of the things now - got 'em in my pocket. See 'em [he shows them]. 

(This white woman gave you this to carry - a white fortune-teller - a hand
reader?) 

Yes - a reader of cards. . 
(It's a little tin box with - it's a large quinine capsule with red powder of 

some sort in there. Do you know what is in there?) 
No, ah don't. 
(What is that supposed to do - you carry that?) 
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Well, that is supposed to give me success and prosperity and get by. 
Now, this dime was given - she told me to get a dime and put in mah pocket 

and handle it as much as ah could fo' three days. Now, it wasn't as colored as 
it is now, and at that time it was real bright as you could see. And she said 
whatever they was trying to do, the dime would ketch it and turn like a copper 
cent. And sure as I sit here today and tell you, this is the same dime - only 
it jest like a copper cent. And den again, I could tell just as good when the 
thing was going to strike me and was on me, as I can tell I' m sitting here. 

(How can you tell that?) 
By mah feet - by de way ah felt, and I had kind of strikes in mah toes - big 

� , each one of them - and I couldn't hardly stand the blow. Well, I had a 
strike de side of de head like somebody struck me - it was sore for several days. 

[I repeat one thing he said while machine was off for lack of interest:] 
(Six people made a wish for you - gave you this bad luck?) 
Yes - made a wish fo' me - an' then they was intendin' that ah'd die and mah 

wife come back home - right heah in dis city. Ah' s pastor heah. [Mobile, Ala., 
(652), 852:5.] 

596. Yo' kin take a fellah whut had a peg-laig yo' know an' he die, an' 
when he die why yo' git dat knee-cap off an' � heapts cologne an' whiskey 

on it, an' tote it in yore pocket, an' yo' know, when 
PEG-LEG OR WOODE N LEG yore luck come on hit would jump, an' then, yo' know 

that would give yo' more attention to bet mo' . [St. 
Petersburg, Fla., (1028) , 1672:2.] 

597. Jes' lak dey say somebody got chew down - yo' can't rise an' strive wit 
nuthin'. Dey got somepin roun' yore house fo' yo' an' de way yo' kin tell - dey 
say yo' kin nuse [use] dis bluestone an' red peppah while bathin' yore foot with 

it; yo' know, washin' yore feet with it. An' den yo' tote cookin' salt 
PEPPER an' de red peppah in yore shoes - wear that an' make a pad like an' wear 

dat in yore shoes. An' if it' s true, when yo' strike it yo'll know 
'cause yo' give in to yore knee. 

(You do what?) 
Yo' give 'way - go down - give ' way tuh yore knees. Yo'll know when yo' run 

cross it. 
(That is if you wear anything like this bluestone?) 
Yeah, see, yo' have tuh nuse dis bluestone washin' yore feet an' it eat it up, 

an' ev' ry mawnin' befo' de sunrise, why yo' throw out chure night chambep lye yo' 
know an' bluestone an' cookin' salt soaked in it, chew know - throw dat out - all 
round yore house - yo' know whut ah mean - put it all round yore house an' it 
kill it out. 

(Well, now what would cause you to sag in your knees - your knees get weak -
what causes you to do that?) 

Say yo' run cross de poot - de devilment ever whut it is dey got round dere 
fo' yo' - when yo' hit it why dat peppah an' salt weakens it but it let chew 
know yo' hit it 'cause yo' go down. 

(In other words, as soon as you hit it, that pepper and salt will let you 
know by letting your knees get weaker.) 

Yassuh - go jes' lak yo' drop a curtsy. [Brunswick, Ga., (1201), 1518:1.] 
598. In 1888 I was well and hearty and doing daily labor, and a man told me 

to my face that he would fix me. And I asked the boss what time it was and he 
told me it was half past five o' clock. And I was breaking on 

PLAYING CARDS cracked stone. And I fell backwards and I was carried away 
from the place by two white men and I didn' t know nothing from 

how I got home. And one old gentleman told me that two white men brought me home 
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on their shoulders. And I asked this old gentleman haven [have] the sun gone 
down yet. I was not of my mind until the next day three o'clock. I sent for 
the doctor and he told me that he didn't know what to say about my case. And I 
taken with a swellen in my right leg, and then I had a pain in my hip, and I had 
it from that day to this, and I have been in with this misery since 1888. 

[At this point the informant's wife broke into the story to say that at first 
her husband had not suspected conjuration:] 

He was home here years before I was showed by the Lord in the Spirit that 
something was wrong with him. The Spirit told me that something was wrong, he 
was hupt. 
---[She then described this spiritual revelation at length, but so rapidly that 
it was impossible to write it down. She was so suspicious of my intentions that 
she would not repeat the story, nor would she tell me anything about conjuration. 
Finally, the old man gave an account of his experience with the first poot doctor 
who tried to cure him.] 

The fellow took me upstairs and asked me to cut a pack of cards. I told him 
I didn't know nothing about cards, "I never had a pack in my hand in my life 
and you'll have to show me how to cut them," and taken them and shuffled them 
and laid them down and told me to shuffle them out three in a pack [make four
teen packs of three cards each]. And he said, "I'm going to tell you who hupt 
you. You have been hurt." And he caught me by the toe [patient was barefoot] 
and show me right where the poison went up. And it went in my hip and swellen 
my leg up. He showed me who done it on the cards. He took a card from each 
pack and held them before me, and it appear to me that it was the man and woman 
and I had to confess [to the identity]. I recognized them but I ain't calling 
no names. And he said that he could cure me if my nerves would allow me to 
take the medicine he would give. And that's about all he told me. He gave me 
some dark medicine in a bottle. It had whiskey in it. And he told me I had to 
get a lot of whiskey and I got seven gallons. And he made the medicine and gave 
it to me. But my system was gone so weak that I couldn't take the medicine. 
That's what he told me. And he swoll me up so, he told me to cut the dose down 
three tablespoonful three times a day. Then I cut them down one half spoonful. 
And I found that it didn't do me no good and I quit. I went to see two or three 
fortune tellers and they told me the some thing. [Fredericksburg, Va., about 
ten miles out in the country, (65) , by hand, no electricity.1 [The dark medicine 
could have been black draft, frequently used by doctops - see Index. Whiskey is 
too often the chief ingredient of doctor-made medicine.] 

59 9 .  Well, ah'm sorta man - ah ain't no crazy man jealous. Ah works fo' mah 
livin', do ever'thing ah kin in de worl' fo' mah woman, if ah had one, but ah 
ain't got nobody but mahself now - haven't been fo' yeahs. But ah'm a jealous 

PLAYING CARDS 
SPECIAL 

man, see whut ah mean, but ah ain't crazy. An' a woman come up 
fo' murder heah at Florala, Alabama. Ah reckon yo' heah talk of 
date Well, ah married her dere an' ah brought her back tuh mah 
hO;e an' we live together down heah a couple of yeahs. An' she 

took advantage of me. A lotta people says dat a person can't do nuthin' to yo' 
lessen dey git something in yo' dere to stay. Dey kin take advantage of yo'. 

Well now, while me an' her has transaction, she got mine de same as ah would 
git hers, see. She got me an' dressed mah side of mah bed up. See, she know 
whut side ah sleep on, an' she dressed it all an' she got me so dat ah didn't 
pay any 'tenshun to her. 

(What did she do when she dressed it?) 
She got her sickness an' dressed it up an' got mine with hers an' put it in 

some flannel rag. She got a new one an' got mine an' hers together, an' she 
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cut de fo' corners off it, see - lak de for aOPners of de �ortd. Well, she dry 
hit by de sun, see, an' she bandage dat up an' dressed dat up an' had her piece 
wit date Well, she got me crazy by that - ah didn't care whut she done, how she 
come an' how she go. Ah wouldn't say a word. It tickle me tuh see her enjoy 
herself. Well, ah knowed that weren't nachural an' ah went to a man an' he fixed 
me. Ah wentto a man at mah horne an' he fixed me so that ah could corne tuh mah
self - said, ah come back to mahself. 
---Well, ah went back home an' ah tole her, "Well, that's all right. Yo' took 
advantage of me." Ah went dere Sunday an' Sunday night ah woke her up an' said, 
"Well, listen" - ah wake her up, say. "ah want talk wit yo' a little bit.1I 

She asked me. "Whut' s de mattah?" 
So de main thing wus, "Ah ain't angry with yo' an' ah know yo' ain't with me, 

but we cain't stay tuhgethah any longah, 'cause ah done done de best dat ah 
know how. If yo' fix me one way yo' fix me anothah." An' ah said, "Bess, in 
de mawnin' ah' 11 take yo' back to yo' mother." Thought, well, maybe some day 
when ah cain't he'p mahself, ah may calI on her tuh do me a favor, see. "Ah'm 
goin' take yo' back 'way from me." 

So dat Monday mawnin' ah took her an' carried her back home an' told her 
mothah ever'thing, how it was. 

Well, ah came back agin tuh dis man an' he dressed me again. 
(Do you know what he did?) 
Yessuh. 
(What did he do the first time you went there?) 
De first time dat ah went dere he - now, ah tell yo' de kind a man he are. 

He's a Zady-hearted man. He won't do nuthin' tuh harm anybody, he'll take it 
off yo'. He had a pack of IiI' cards dere an' dey didn't have no diamonds or 
nuthin' on 'em - jes' wimmin's on 'em. Had some wimmins on dose cards, an' he 
kept turnin' 'em up an' he handed me two, an' he kept turnin' 'em off till he 
got where he wanted to. So dat's all right. So he took dem back an' he give 
me two leaves an' he crossed 'em an' ah took 'em in dis han' an' ah couldn't 
turn 'em loose. Ah couldn't turn 'em loose until he got 'em. He said, "Well, 
ah know where it's at now." He said, "It's in yore haid." 

-

Ah said, "All right." 
An' he got up an' went off in his othah room an' come back in dere an' he 

stood up behin' mah haid an' caught me in de back of mah neck, in de spine of 
mah neck right dere an' he caught me dere an' ah heah him sayin' somepin - he 
wus prayin' or somepin. An' it jes' felt lak ah wus - did yo' evah tote a load 
an' put it down an' it felt lak yo' raisin' [it] up agin? Well, he �essed me 
dere twice lak dat, an' ah ain't been troubled wit dat woman an' ain't thought 
about her no mo' an' done fo'got about her. 

(What did she do to you, fix you up so that you couldn't do anything?) 
Well, ah couldn't fuss with her, see, about nu th in , she'd do. 
(You just took everything she did?) 
Everything. 
(Was it a colored man or a white man told you this?) 
It wus de white man straighten me out. 
(Did he tell you how this was done?) 
Yessuh. 
(And what did he say that she did to you to make you that way?) 
A lizard. Jes' took dis lizard an' skin dis lizard an' laid him out so many 

days an' dried him until he come tuh be a ashes. Well, she took dis an' den put 
it in mah hat. an' took mah bow outa mah hat. Well, she done somepin tub dat 
bow but he didn't nevah finish tellin' me. Ah's tuh go back an' he told me he'd 
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finish te 11in '  me de res t o f  it . Well, ah didn ' t nevah go back to  him to finish 
te11in ' me all of it , but he tole me dat much . 

An ' we ll, ah went in dere dis man, he ' d  rub mah haid up 1ak dat an ' when he ' d  
rub mah haid up , ah ' m  t e 11in ' yo ' true , it jes ' felt 1ak ah had a hundred pound 
of lead on me. [ Fayetteville, N .  Car. , ( 1430) , 2580 : 1.] 

600 . Mah husband , he wus witchcraft heah a little b efore Chris tmas , an' when 
he begin , he begin as a chi11s-an ' -fevah . An' course I didn ' t know , you know, 
right then [ that he was witchcraft] an '  I had de do ctor - de medical doctor. 

They say he had the f lu .  An ' so  he wusn ' t  whut you call real , you know, 
PROXY sick like a medical doctor, you know . The medicine he give 'im - he give 

' im medic ine an ' it didn ' t s eem to do him no good. So his mind led ' im 
that he knew i t  wusn ' t  pure sickness .  So I had my fortune told an ' i t  [ her 
husband ' s  s icknes s ]  wusn ' t  pure natural. [ This is diagnosis b y  proxy . ] So they 
fixed ' im - a root doctor fixed him s ome medicine . An ' it holp him, too; but 
you see, jis ' like they put s omepin down for yah , all the medicine you t ake it 
won ' t  cure you . So I had someone to come to pick it up . I don ' t  know exac ' ly 
whut i t  wus, but it wus down under the - kin ' a in the s outh part o f  the hous e an ' 
right in the middle, jis ' l ike you walk over it . An' this filth, of  cours e  you 
have to s t ep in it . An' they taken it up , an ' af ter takin ' it up , you know, they 
kill i t . They kill it with sal t . An' then I had to - after takin ' it up they 
put salt on it, wash i t  off,  an' put it in a paper an ' let it dry . Th en I had 
to t ake it an ' put lye, an ' sulphur, red pepper an ' gunpowder, put it in a quart 
cup an ' put a quart of wat er in it an ' boi l  it airy bit of the wat er out it , 
right dry , an ' then take an ' care [ carry ] it  to a runnin ' water an ' ,  you know, 
put it in . That ' s  called, that ' s  turn in , b ack on th e one that did i t . 

( What was this s tuff that you found ? )  
I didn ' t look in i t  becuz I wus kin ' a  s cared . I t  wus a package . One wus a 

p ackag e an ' one ' s a b ot tle . I had taken ' im to de hospital , you s ee .  Of course 
I didn ' t know it  [was witchcraft]. The s ame day I taken ' im hosp ital , that ' s  the 
day I had it taken up . An' the one take it up says he ' d  find s ome relief in 
twenty-four hours , but no t till it wus taken up . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 221 ) , 
219 : 9 . ] 

601 . Yo ' wants luck , wants re' l good luck, s ay yo ' go ahead an ' yo ' ketch 
chew a rabb it an ' yo ' cut his foot off - cut off  his front lef t foots whils t 

he ' s ' live , don ' t kill dis rabb i t . Take him an '  cut it o f f  an ' turn 
RABBIT de rab bit loose . Wrap dis heah up - let it cure good an' wrap it up 

an ' pu t it  in yore pocket. An' dey says , while yo ' got  de rabbi t , yo ' 
keep de rabbit - put him in a p en-like a garden-like where yo ' kin keep dis 
rabb it . An' s ays whenever yo ' git  ready to go to gamb le somepin 1ak dat , yo ' 
go  an ' yo ' look a t  dis rabb it . I f  dis rabbit ' s a-movin ' ab out in dere an ' b usy 
in dere , jes ' movin ' about , well yo ' know yore luck ' s  on. An ' then yo ' go any
where in de worl ' to gamble then, an ' yo ' ' g in to gamble, an ' whenevah yo ' s tarts 
to gamb l in ' , dey, tell me de b oys jes ' wants tuh leave right then . The boys then, 
who yo '  b e ' &gamb 1in '  with, jes ' wants tuh quit becus ' yore luck is on . [ S t . 
Petersb urg, Fla . , ( 10 14 ) , 1639:2 . ]  

60 2 .  In case someone go t o  the penitent ' ry, you goes t o  the four corners of 
the road [cross road] and you dig up a little of that dirt from those four corners 

of the road, and you bring that home and you put a lit t le s ugar and a 
ROCKS litt le of that s teel [dus t?]  - or that white powder - they call it - let 

me see now, they cal l it -
( First you put in white  s ugar?) 

Yes . 
(And then what else?) 
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Pulverized white saltpeter. Well, you take all dat and you put it in a little 
bottle. Like you take a little piece of soft flannel, you tie it in a little 
bundle and the party what is in trouble, you have their name on a piece of paper 
in that, and you roll it to the - the day the case come up, you roll it nine days 
before the case come up and the day the case come up, you roll it seven times 
early in the morning. 

(How do you mean roZZ it seven times?) 
You got it in a little ball - you know, just take a little ball like that and 

you just roll it like that; roll it towards you, like that. 
(Oh, it' s a little ball and you roll it over seven times. ) 
Yes, seven times. And then when you rolls it, you rolls it more like this to 

you. 
(You roll it to you?) 
Yeah, so you can get discharged. 
(I see. And what do you do the nine days before the trial - what do you do 

with that ball?) 
Well, you just - you just handles it and moves it around and rolls it from 

one corner to the other, and be wishing from St. Agnes for them to come back 
home - put a good-luck light [candle] . 

(I see.) 
And then you see, a rock I got - if a person got a hard case. See that? 

There's two rocks. I got a hard case to get discharged in court. Now, you see 
that? 

(There are two rocks.) 
There are the two rocks. Now you see, if you want to know whether you get 

discharged of this dangerous crime. Well, all I got to do - say to you, "Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, hand me one of them rocks." See, keep your mind on - keep 
your mind on your business. "Hand me one of them rocks." Now, which one would 
you hand me? Which rock would you -

(You mean, pick up one of those?) [I must have hesitated!] 
Pick it up, it won't harm you, any one you want. Which one would you hand me? 
(All right - this one. ) [I must have picked it up despite germs - probably 

the only time I ever touched anything.] 
You' d get clear - you' d get cleared - get cleared of your case. 
(Because of that white rock?) 
It's a clear rock. 
(A clear rock, I see. Now, someone must pick up one of those rocks for you, 

or you yourself pick it up?) 
No, I don't pick it up. If you are in trouble and you want to know whether 

you will get discharged out of this trouble. 
(Oh, I see - if I was in trouble and I would come to you?) ""I Yeah, and you come to me and say, "Will I get discharged?" I say, "Well, in 

the Name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost," say "pick me,.Up one of them 
rocks and put it in my right hand." You pick up one and put it in my right hand 
and whilst you pick up that one, say, "No, you ain't going to be discharged," and 
if you pick up that one, "You going to be discharged. " 

( I  see. Now, one of these rocks is white like crystal and this is reddish 
brown - a dark rock. I see.) 

Yes. And then - now, watch. If this rock is there and then you come and say, 
"I wants to know the party what killed such-and-such a one. I'd like to know is 
it true that it is a relation of mine, or who - or is it a outsider - whether it 
is any relation of mine." Just take it like that - you want to know if it's an 
outsider. Look - I say, "Now, hand me that rock. " You hand me that rock. 
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(All right - then I p ick up this black rock? ) 
Yes . 
(All right . ) 
Well , you see this light across it  there?  
( Oh ,  yes . )  
Well , that ' s  your relat ion - they going to get out and if  you hand i t  t o  me 

this way , "They ' ll get dis charged . But if you hand it to me in any way , like 
that - see what I mean - my hand like that - say ,  "No , no chance . "  

(Now , let me put that rock down there again . Now , if it ' s  like this - this 
ro ck is a little di ff erent - this is the b i g  end and this is the small end - it  
makes a diff erence with that end toward you? )  

Yes sir . 
(Now , if  I ' d  hand it to you this way - this way , then what would it b e ? ) 
I f  you hand it t o  me in this way , then there ' d  wouldn ' t  b e  no chance of  them 

getting out o f  troub le ' cause they got  a heavy load on their back . 
(Oh , a heavy load on their back . And suppose I handed it to you like this ? )  
Like this - it would be s traightened but not g reat - you ' d have a lit t le 

trouble but not too much . I f  you hand right straight t o  me like thi s - straigh t  
out to me , well , there ' s n o  chance of  coming out . 

(I  see . Well , what would happ en wi th this little end to you? ) 
[ I  may have touched the rock once but I certainly did not play with i t . These 

lat ter manipulations are surely by pointing . ] 
You sure o f  - gittin ' out of troub le .  
( I  s ee . )  
Gittin ' clear . 
( I  see - if I hand i t  t o  you with that large end , that means a heavy load . )  
Yeah , that ' s  i t  - a heavy load - that ' s  troub le on ' em .  
( I  s ee . ) 
And then ag ain , if  somebody get  arres ted and you say ,  "Well , I got  t o  go to 

cour t Monday . Do you reckon I ' ll get  dis charged Monday? " You know , they ast 
you , "Do you reckon I ' ll get dis charged Monday , I ' ve got to go  to court Monday? "  
I ' ll s ay , "We ll , let me s ee . " Wel l , I ' ll take these two rocks again and i f  you 
hand me that light one , you ' ll get dis charged . 

( I  s ee . ) 
Anything -
( And i f  I handed you the dark one , well you wouldn ' t  get dis charged? )  
You wouldn ' t  get dis charged. 
(I see . You only use three rocks then - two for one thing and j us t  one for 

the o ther? ) 
That ' s  al l .  You can us e thes e three ro cks for the - for the world [ for any

thing in the·world ] .  
(Well , how would you do that ? )  
Y ou could use 'em for anything - and I ' ll throw ' em around like this 

[demons t rates ] .  
(You mix those three rocks up with your hand like that . )  
I f  somebody come to see me that they don ' t know [what he is doing ] - what any 

concern of his - don ' t  know what my mind is. 
(I see.) 
Now , I 'll say [demons t rates ] .  
(You put th os e three rocks down. ) 
I ' ll s ay ,  "Hand me thes e - hand me one at a time In the Name o f  the Father ,  

Son and Ho ly Ghos t . "  Well , you ' ll either hand me either one . 
(You s ay ,  "Hand me one o f  thes e - one at a t ime , In the N ame o f  the Father , 
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Son and Holy Ghost? " }  
Yes sir. Well, whatever one they pick up and hand me, I look and put that 

down - I remember what that's for - and you hand me another one and I s ay, "Well , 
you are going to hand a little trouble - a relation of yours going to get in a 
little trouble . 1 I See , that's a blood kin to you, that ' s a relation of yours . 

(Because it's a reddish rock ? )  
Yeah , but you say, "Well , will h e  get discharged? 1 I [ I say] "Well, hand me one 

and see if will he get discharged. 1 I  [You hand me one and I say] "Yeah , he ' ll get 
discharged . I I  

(I see , I see. Now , who taught you that way of us ing these three rocks - did 
you learn that from someone? ) 

In my mind .  
( Oh , that - that a - ) 
That the s pirit of my mind . 
( I  see - the spiri t of your mind j ust told you how to do thi s ? )  
Yes , sir. And then again . I ' ll show you in another way. You hand me a cup 

of water and a glass of water - lit tle plain cup that nobody uses - a cup of 
water and a glass of water. You set that there and you say , I IWell , I come to see 
whether my son will get out of trouble or will I get out of trouble. " Ah say , 
"All right. In the Name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost . "  Say, I IHand me 
one of those utensils with the water in it . 1 I Well, you hand me the cup , see . 

(I  hand you the cup. ) 
You hand me the cup and I say, " No ,  no chance of him getting out. I I [Why? 

Because ] ,  when [you] travel cross water you troubled . Well , hand me the glass of 
water . [I hand him the glass of water . ]  See all the way through - you can see 
all the way through the glass and you can't see through a cup. 

(Oh , I see . If I hand you the cup , you can get in trouble because you can't 
see through it at all ; but if I hand you the glass, i t's good , you get out of 
trouble because you can see through a glass . )  

Exactly . 
(I see , I see .  You can use the rock because you don ' t  want - don ' t care to 

use the cards . )  
Yes. 
(About those cards? ) 
There are 5 2  cards in a deck. 
(Yes. ) 
Well , clubs is drinks and noise and corning of plenty people . Spades is dis-

appointments , sad dissension in your family . 
(Sad d issension in your family . )  
Yeah - spades . And hearts is love. And diamonds is money . 
(And how would you run those - I mean how could you tell that those thin�s 

would happen to you? ) /' 
Well - you got a deck of cards with you? 
(No - j ust pretend that you got a deck of cards. ) 
[ Several times I was asked for a deck of cards by an informant . I did not 

carry a deck because I did not want it found on me in case I was arrested.] 
Well now, there's a spade , there ' s  a club and here' s a heart and here' s a 

diamond . Well, now what you want to know? What you say you want me to tell you ? 
(Well , now suppose I ' m  in trouble and come to you - have you read the cards 

for me . )  
Well , you hand me one of the cards out of the deck. 
(Well , I ' ll hand you this diamond - here . )  
Uh huh - you going to get out of trouble but you got to pay plenty money . 
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( I  see . All right - now , suppos e I hand you that spade . )  
No chance for good . 
(No chance for good . Now , I ' ll hand you this c lub . )  
The c lub . They going to b e  s low to speak agains t you , but if the nine o f  

c lubs is wi th - if  you pull i t  out of the top and it turns up , you is overcome . 
( I  see - if  it happens to be the nine o f  clubs . I s ee . What would it b e  if 

I gave you the heart? ) 
The hearts is love - fr iendship - everyb ody likes you - everybody ' s on your 

side . 
( I don ' t have to worry . ) 
Don ' t have to worry about nothing . 
(I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 23 ? ) , 1196 : 9 ; a doctop - excellent . ]  
603 . Now , ah had dat done tuh me . Now , ah ' ll tell yo ' de truth .  In Alexan

dria , Virginia , mah privates used to ache when mah wife would go off  or somep in 
lak dat - b e  o f f  any leng th of t ime . An ' ah couldn ' t  even bothah wit nob ody but 
her , an ' ah couldn ' t  do so  much tuh her . So , we separated an ' dey j is '  went tuh 
swellin ' up on me down dere . Ah called de doctah an ' de doc tah as t me did ah 
evah had a cramps or any th in , lak dat e 

Ah tole him , "No suh . "  
So  he give me a suscript ion [prescription ] for a suspensor b ag 

an ' s ome medicine . An '  j is t  [ it ]  ordinarily leave , yo ' know - it  
long . So , ah wus on mah way tuh hunt mah wife - yo ' know , ah had 
her . She wus in South Ca ' lina down heah an ' ah wus in Marylan ' . 
Virginia an ' someone tole me ' b out a ole woman named S tu-art ovah 
Alexandria - it ' s  r ight dere [near ] Washington .  S o , ah went ovah 
ole woman . Ah reckon she wus roun ' 75 or 80 yeahs ole . 

[ suspensory ]  
didn ' t las '  
tuh go fin ' 
So ah s t op in 
on de Canal in 
tuh see her -

She say , "Come in , �, ah know why yo ' come . "  Say , "Sit down . " 
An '  she took a roc k an ' put it in mah han ' j is '  lak dat , an ' say , "Yo ' shet 

it tight an ' think ab out yore troub le an ' make some wishes . "  
Ah think ' bout mah troub le an ' take it out . Ah ' ve nevah seen a rock look lak 

dat e 
An' she took it off an ' she went tuh read in , dis rock.  
(What color was the rock she put in your hand ? )  
' Bout a dove colored rock . 
(Did it  change while i t  was in your hand? ) 
Naw suh , it  didn ' t change .  
She s ay ,  "Yo ' s  a long way f rom home . "  
Ah say , "Yes ' m . " 
She say ,  I IAh ' m  goin ' s top yo ' heah , now [ amb iguous ] .  
An' she say , "Yore mothah ' s  uneasy ' bout chew . "  Say , "Dere she is  - can ' t  

yo ' s ee her ? She got a b ig white apern [apron ] on . "  
Ah couldn ' t  see nuthin ' [ on the s tone ] . 
Say ,  "Can ' t yo ' see her dere ? " Say , "Yo ' got somebody daid in yore family? " 
Say ,  "Yes ' m , mah sistah wus . "  
Say , "Can ' t yo ' see her dere ? "  Say ,  "She dressed all in white . "  
Den she come down heah to de b ottom of de rock an ' she say , "Think now - yo ' 

evah seen any thin , lak dat b efo ' in yore life ? "  
Ah s ay ,  "No-mam . " 
She say , "Think . " 
Ah say , "No ' m , ah can ' t  think . "  
"A ole rock , "  she say , "dat ' s  yore wife pussy . "  She say ,  "Didn ' t  she p lay 

deceit ful wit chew when yo ' g it ready tuh have sexual interco ' se with her ?  She 
had tuh go out in ano thah room or somep in lak dat ? "  Says , "Well , she dl'essed 
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herself fo r yuh" - she d idn ' t  tell whut she dressed it  wit but she dressed her
self wit somepin - an ' she say , "Yore dragged in dat while yo '  wus havin ' her . " 
An' sh e say , " She didn ' t intend tuh kill yo ' but in othah words , her intent ion 
wus fo r yo ' tuh fo llow wit her wherevah she go . She ' s  a woman wants tuh have her 
way . "  Say ,  "But it would event ' ly [ eventually ]  killed yo ' if  yo ' have nevah gone 
back to her an ' hadn ' t s een me . "  

She say , "Ah ' ll take yore case fo r $41 . 50 . " 
An ' ah paid her whut ah had an ' she tole me ,  say ,  "Now , yo ' may have tuh go 

tuh Bal t imore" - yo ' might know it  - say , "Yo ' go tuh Wa shington tuh de ole Dutch 
Center Market an ' yo ' g i t  chew a package of mayapple root . [ I  in terviewed a 
Washington root se ller , also one in Mobile - see Root se l ler in Index . ]  Yo ' boil 
it down - put it in a quart of watah an ' boil it down to a pint " [ diminishing 
amount mag ic - opposite of increas ing amount ] .  An ' said , "Yo ' take a" - think 
she said it wus a tab lespoonful de firs t  night . She said , "De next night yo ' 
g it chew a package o f pure apple vinegar - boil a quart o f  pure app le vinegar an ' 
a package o f  Sensat ion tubacca . "  

(Sensation tobacco - what is that , smoking or chewing ? )  
Wel l , yo ' kin chew or either smoke it . 
An ' s ay , "Yo ' shave yore hair o f f  easy on yore han ' . "  S ay ,  "Make a syrup out 

dat e [You have ] a syrup out dis Sensat ion tobacca an ' de vinegar . Put it [ the 
two syrups ] t ogethah an ' boil  it an ' make a syrup an ' see , yo ' ' noint chure haid 
good wit it - all yore priva tes an ' ever ' thing wit it . "  An ' s ay ,  "De next night , 
see , yo '  g i t  yo ' a bot tle o f  sweet oil an ' yo ' drink ever ' bit  of it . "  

Ah did j es t  lak she said . 
S o  one day , ' bout d e  las t day dem pains , de pains got on top me an ' ah went 

tuh hollerin ' ups tairs . 
Mah cous in came up an ' she say , "Whut ' s  de mattah ? " 
When she came ups tairs ah wus down - ah had de foo t o f  de b ed j es '  lak dis -

she say , "Whut ' s  de mattah ? "  
(Hanging onto the b ed . )  
Hang in , on de bed j es t  lak dat - wit de suspensor b ag on me . 
(What kind o f  a b ag on? ) 
Had on de suspensor bag - ah s t ill had on dat susp ensor b ag de doctah had give 

me in Balt imore . 
(What ' s that? ) 
Dat ' s  tuh hoI ' dem b alls up - dat ' s  a truss , dey call it . 
So  ah look roun ' after her lak dat an ' ah said , "Dat woman tole me dat mah 

haid wus damn b ig an ' all - dat ah couldn ' t  hear but ah ' d  feel somep in dere -
s omepin dere - an ' mayb e ah ain ' t  f ee lin ' it now . " __ 

She laughed an ' s ays , " E f  yo ' don ' treat dese wimmin righ t , dey ' 11 kil l" yo ' . " 
S o  she rushed d is one man next do ' to dis wumman cross de Canal dat had g ive 

me dat sus crip t ion tuh us e an ' tole her whut a fix ah wus in an ' he said she 
laughed at him when he got dere an ' tole him .  "He ' d  b e  all right when yo ' go 
b ack . " An '  sho ' ' nuff  when he came back ah wus al l right . 

An ' de next day ah went tuh work at de shop fo r five hours , an ' ah throw ' way 
dat suspensor b ag or dem trusses an ' ah nevah had dem pains any mo l s ince . Naw 
suh . An ' j es ' mah ordinary nature came b ack to  me an ' ah could go wit any woman 
ah wanted , an ' befo ' ah could hardly rear it up an ' ano thah woman seem j es t  lak 
a man . Dat de truth . 

(What kind of a j ob did you have with the S outhern Railroad - firing? ) 
Firelighter in de roun ' house . 
( Oh ,  you were light ing the fires in the engines . )  
In de engines .  [Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1283) , 2180 : 5 . ] 
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604 . Yo ' kin take a sif t er an ' s cissors an ' anybody taken anything from yo ' ,  
s t eal money or any sech that - yo ' kin take dat s i f ter an ' talk to it an '  set  dat 
s i f t er up on de s cissors an ' it ' ll turn ; it won ' t turn as long as yo ' didn ' t call 

d e  right name , but soon as yo ' call de right name de s i f t er 
SIFTER AND SCI SSORS turns , de name dat dey done s t eal it from yo ' .  

(Now here are the s c issors - you put them point up ? Then 
you turn the s if ter ups ide down over it ? )  

Dat ' s  it . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1365) , 2410 : 1 . ]  
605 . Whut chew could do to pertect yo ' self against i t ?  Well , yo t kin take 

yo ' a silver dime an t yo ' kin take dat dime and put a hole in it . Yo ' wear it 
round yore wais t  or yo ' wrist  or yore laig - any place you want a or either round 

yore neck . Ah guess yo ' ve s een dem wit dimes round dere 
SILVER TURNS BLACK necks hang ing down . Wel l ,  wh enever dat dime turns b lack -

a dime is silver - when i t  b eg in to turn b lack , dey say dey 
trying to harm yo ' , see . But dey can ' t  git up to yo ' long as yo ' wear dat pi ece 
o f  money - that silver dime . Well , yo ' kin t el l  if they trying to throw at che� 
or do anything by that dime turning b lack . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 688) , 9 16 : 1 . ] 

606 . Ah ' ve heerd t ell , j es '  lak if  yore laig swell or anything an ' yo t [want 
to ] f ind out yore poisoned , yo ' take a s i lver dime an ' band [ ag e ]  it round yore 
laid , around dis swollen p lace , an ' if there ' s  any thing did to yo ' in that laig , 
why it  will change de color of de dime , it will turn b lack.  Wel l , if  it ' s  not , 
why i t ' s  j es t  natch ' ly a swelling , de dime won ' t change color . [ Waycross ,  Ga . ,  
( 1067 ) , 17 28 : 3 . ] 

60 7 . I was talking to a woman the o ther mo rning . She was wearing a s ilver 
bracelet . She has been wearing it for ten years . I f  any poison is laid for 
her , it wil l  go in that bracelet and turn it b lack .  They wil l  wear a dime on 
the ankle and if  they are poison it will turn black.  [New York City , ( 5) ,  Ed . ]  

60 8 .  Wal , ah tole him [ Edward , my contac t man ] ah wus poison one time . An '  
ah had moved in a house an ' de woman had dressed de hat fo ' me ' caus e she didn ' t 
want to move out of de house , an ' mah han ' s got so till ah couldn ' t  use 'em -
mah f ingers , yo ' know , j es '  lak a person have poison . An ' ah wus in j es '  sech a 
bad fix - two doctors wus tendin ' me . Ah wus j es '  ab out - ah thought ah wus 
goin ' die . So a gentleman recommend me to anothah man , but he went an ' got dis 
man an ' bring him to me . An '  dis man put a s ilver dime in mah mouth , an ' ah 
kept it in dere fifteen minut es an ' dat dime done turn b lack .  Den h e  took d e  
dime after it turn black an ' put it in a b lack fryin '  pan an ' h e  boiled dat dime 
in dat fryin ' pan fif teen minut es . An '  when he b oiled i t  fift een minutes , he 
took de watah dat boil in de dime an ' gi ' me a tab l espoons ful o f  it  fo ' thirty 
minutes . An ' in twenty- fo ' hours ah felt as good as ah feel righ t  now . An '  two 
doctors give me up . 

(You say th is woman had fized you in a hat ? )  
Dressed me in a hat . Ah had done took de hat down an '  shaken it - sweepin ' 

yo ' know , de house out , an ' didn ' t  know dat de hat was dressed fo ' me . [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2449 : 2 . ] 

609 . Take a silver dime an ' place it in yore mouth undah yore tongue at  night 
an ' s l eep with it  undah yore tongue durin ' de night , an ' in de mawnin ' when yo ' 
wake up it will be b lack as yore coat [see Coat , my b lack , in Index ] - den yo ' 
know yore hurt . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 365) , 2412 : 7 . ]  

610 . Put it  round yore leg - that ' s  a good way to tell when yo ' pois oned or 
tricked or �i tchcPafted any way . Either yo ' swallow it or wear it round yore 
ankle , or either yo ' kin hold i t  in yore mouth . I f  yo ' hold it  in yore mouth t en 
minutes an ' yo ' take i t  out , it  b e  b lack like [ that ] little thing here [ swit chb ox 
for my Telediphone . ]  
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(Did you say you swallow it? ) 
Yo ' swallow i t . 
(How do you swallow i t ? ) 

205 

Well , yo ' j es t  swallow it j es t  like yo ' do b read or anything - it ' ll remain in 
yo ' b ody . 

(You don ' t swallow the whole dime though ? )  
Yo ' swallow the who le dime . 
(You mean the whole pi ece or do you scrape it o ff ? )  
Yo ' swallows the dime - the whole dime , an '  i t  will remain in yore b ody some

t imes ' leven days [see No . 5 6 8 ] , but yo ' have to watch yo ' self an ' s ee when it 
appears , an ' i f  it b lack ,  why yo ' know then there is something wrong . [ S t . 
Petersburg , Fla . ,  ( 100 6) ,  1 625 : 6. ] 

61 1. My mother she taken wi th a pain in the bottom of her foot an ' we thought 
she had rheumatism - that ' s  b een around ab out five years ago [ 19 3 1 ]  - an ' it 
cont inued to get worser an ' the foo t  swoll up . An ' she had the doctor an ' the 
doctor kept dostin ' [ dosing ) her with medic ine an ' she didn ' t  get any b etter an ' 
at las t he told her , "Don ' t  know whut in the world ' s  the matter with your foot . "  
So there was a man here by [ s taying wi th ) a lady he ' s  fixin ' [ doctoring ] - he ' s  
suppose to  be  one o f these root doctors or somep in an ' we taken her down there 
to her house · an '  he looked at her an '  examined her an ' s aid , "You ' re sick -
s omep in that choo ' ve walked over . "  

So  he told her to take three dimes , to put a quart o f  water on ' em  an ' boil it  
an ' s ee if that foot don ' t turn b lack [when b athed in this water ] . An ' she did 
that an ' sure enough it d id , an ' then he made her some kin ' a  grease looked like 
it  was made out of mud . I don ' t  know whut - he didn ' t  tell us whut he put in it , 
but it b lack like that , an ' he greased that foot with that an ' he made a tea out 
of  pars ley an ' g ive it  to her three time a day - one of  these wineg las s full . 
She did that for four weeks but af ter she taken that these pains b egin dyin ' . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 10 ) , 3 21 : 2. )  

612 .  I know a lady in Baltimore , she was taken to the asylum . She was hurt 
with some kind of white  stuf f .  Someone next door throwed it in her hair . She 
was crazy . A man told us he could cure her . The day sh e was to be taken away 
he carne to see her .  He put a Bib le under her head and told us to wash her head 
with tob acco and we did so . Before he did that he taken a glass of  milk , he 
t aken a s i lver ring off  of his finger and let it s tood in this  milk , and give it 
to her to drink . I t [mi lk left in glass after the drink ] didn ' t turn b lack , so 
he said she wasn ' t  hurt inside . He said let her go on to the asylum and he 
guaranteed in four weeks time she ' ll be  out . S o  we did . He give me a [dressed] 
handkerchief , a b rand-new one . He told me don ' t  let my hands touch it , c�r�y it 
to the asylum and g ive i t  to her to wipe her face . And I did . I could tell a 
d if f ' rence in her before I left . In four weeks t ime she was at horne . 
[ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 69 ) , Ed . ) 

613 .  I know when mah s is ter wus a-goin ' - someone fix her up by her hat an ' 
mah mother - there ' s  a ole witchcraft - of  course , you know , j is '  like mah father 

SILVER BOILED 
CALLED SILVER WATER 

DANCES - HOPS - JINGLES 

didn ' t  b elieve in it an ' she didn ' t  allow such things 
at de house . So they tol l mah mother to take some 
needles - two needles , an ' two broomstraws , an ' two 
quartahs whut de lady wid de s tars aroun ' , an ' take a 
pot of  boilin '  watah an ' put it in ; an ' if anybody , yo ' 

know ,  did anything to you , those things wi l l  go toge thah , you know , an '�ce ; if 
not [fixed or hurt ] , it won ' t .  So she tried it . But sure enough i t  wus true . 
Then she take an ' pour that off in a - I think de watah , i t  made a tea , you know , 
had to drink de tea .  That ' s  to ki l l  it , de poison. [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (22 1) ,  
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2 10 : 5 ;  at Rocky Point , N .  Car . , 1933 . ] 
614 . Then , when you get you two pieces of money - you understand me? I f  you 

can ' t  read cards - well , I generally tell it with cards . I read cards - find 
out pract ically anything that I want to know . But if  you can ' t  read cards , you 
wants to get you two old pieces of money and put ' em  in a pan and put ' em on and 
l et the water come to a boil , and i f  dat money will hop about and throw the water 
at ahew when dat water boil , you know that someone have put a triak on you . 

Now , what you wanta do - you wanta save dat water dat you b o il this s ilver 
in and take three swallows a day for nine mornings . We ll , you do that for nine 
mornings and you wanta to go [ to ]  the cemetery and g et three pinches of dirt 
each day for nine mornings , and b ring that dirt and p lace that dirt into an old 
sock f rom de party who harmed you , i f  you poss ib ly can , or either get a sock 
from dat house , if  you can . Well , if you don ' t  g et a sock from dat hous e ,  you 
wants to go by dere with dat dirt and sprinkle it across the door so he may be  
ab le to  cross it . That ' ll take care of him .  

(That ' l l take o f f  the spell ? )  
Take the spell away . [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 4 66) , 460 : 1 ;  by Doator Bowes . ]  
615 . Like s ometimes you have a s ore on your foot and it ' s  hard to cure up , 

or you feet swells , give you a lot of  troub le and painful . Then you take this 
b lues tone • • • you boil this silver money in this water and if it jing les [ to t ell 
whether you have been conj ured ] why then you mix this b lues tone in that and then 
mix this sulphur . You take si lver-water like that , they cal l it , then sulphur -
you mix this sulphur wi th it  and make a pas te like , or you kin j est us e it to 
soak your f eet in and then bake ' em  in de fire . You soak ' em  for nine days or  
nine night s ,  then bake your feet  by the open f ire . You  see , from the heat , and 
that draws out , they say , the poison .  I t ' s  something like , they say , they 
dressed somepin they stepped on or dressed your shoes or dressed your s tockings . 
And when that poison comes out i t ' ll leave litt le white sp eck like p laces in 
your flesh . That ' s  like if  s omepin you ' ve powdered they ' ve b rushed on you or 
you ' ve s�epp ed over . [Elizabeth City , N. Car . , ( 438) , 405 : 2 ;  doator - good . ] 

616 . The p ins and needles - well , that ' s  when s omeone hurts yeh and you ' re 
trying to turn it baak on them . You buy a new paper of needl es and a new paper 
of pins . And you take nine needles and nine pins , and you put on a quart of 
water , and you put a fifty cents or a dollar or a dime - any si lver piece of 
money in there - and then let it come to a b oil .  And if you' r e  hurt , why this 
money wi Z Z  turn over . Well then , if the water boil , it ' l l turn wi�h the b oiling 
water . You do that when the moon ' s on the last quarter or r ight on the full moot 
as the moon ' s going away . That ' s  when you boil th is money , they say .  And that 
tells whether -you ' re huzot . This money ' l! boil and turn over , j us t  cont inue to 
turn over and j us t  rattle . And then you drop these needles and pins in there 
and make your wish , you see , that whatsomever they do t o  you may return b ack on 
ehe ones that put it on you . S ee?  Well then , after i t  boiling , you boil it 
down . You take a quart , say for a instant [ ins tance ] ,  you boil i t  to a half a 
pint . Then you make this same wish again . And you go on back down then until 
i t gets to a half a pint . You never b oil it clean completely away . You drink 
this water , you see , when you take thi s  spell off . And then you take those 
needles and p ins and put them in something that you doesn ' t care for , something 
about your person , put ' em  in paper or , if you found you anything around there 
where it ' s  been put down , why you put all this together and throw that in runnin� 
water between nine and twelve o ' clock , anytime after sunset . And make your wish 
j ust whatever way that chew g oin' . 

(While wi shing , stand facing the direction that you will take af ter the 
art icle has b een thrown into the river . )  
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You see , you can turn around [backwards ] on your way [ to the r iver ] . Don ' t 
never turn around [ after reaching the river ] . Be in the po s it ion that chew 
goin ' when you throw them away . And never look back . We ll , you see , if  you do 
it right on the full moon , see , then by the t ime i t  changes and goes completely 
away , see , why this spell is o ff of you ;  then , see , and thos e needles and p ins , 
they ' ve done and washed on away . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 40 1 : 2  & 404 : 7 ;  
by a doctor , a long account condensed , her words ;  my words condensed from my 
connnent s . ]  

6 1 7. Ah knew a lady one time , her foot gave her trouble - it  j us t  bus t ed out 
in little wat er blis ters and the doctor ' s  med icine you put it on there and it 
almos t run the lady crazy . And so ah chanced to be around there . So I asked 
the lady , I said , "Wel l ,  I ' ve did everything I can , "  I said , "and we have to 
take the doctor ' s  medi cine off , "  ah said , "and [ us e ]  c lear s alt wat er . " She 
seemed to have so much f ever .  Ah s aid , "I bathes it [with ] hot salted water . " 
And it s eemed l ike that do her some good . "We ll , "  she [ third woman ] says , "Well , 
ah t ell you what to do , "  s ays , "I ' m  afraid to tell her but I ' ll tell you , "  says , 
"seein ' as you was a nurs e . "  And I was a nur se in the home at that t ime . [ She ] 
says , "Why you take a piece of silver money , "  says , "and you put on a pint of 
water now and boil it down to a half a pint , "  s ays , "and then , if that money 
turns over and jing l.es very much , "  she says , "why you boi l. i t  again . You put 
it in a tin-cup , you know , where it could [ can ] boil qui ck , and th en you boils 
it  down to j us t  about two tablespoons ful. " And then we took sulphur and mad e a 
pas t e  - sulphur in that water and made a pas t e  and I went in and took a b lack 
hen ' s feather - she [ third woman ] told me to  ket ch a b lack hen ' s  feather and pull 
one out en her tail . And I went and caught a b lack hen and pulled a feather outen 
her tail and I put that past e  over her foo t , and that ' s  what cured th e lady ' s  
foot . 

[My informant was not given any cure by a third woman or the patient ; she is 
trying to hide from me that she is  a healer . ]  

She s aid that she was hurt in it - well now , she s aid that a lady showed a 
piece o f  false hair and she rememb ered that p iece o f  fals e  hair fell on her foo t . 
And s o  after I told her how her foot go t  better - she got so she could walk den -
ah t o ld her what ah did . Then she went and seed a hoodoo doctor and they t old 
her i t  was the dus t  from out the p iece of false hair - i t  had pois oned her foo t . 

( False hair? ) 
Yes . 
(Well , did someone drop this false h air to hurt it  or? ) "'-
Yes , the lady was mad with her over another man , and they were wearing false 

hair then and it  was the s tyle of  wearing the hair in a great b ig kno t , and 
they ' d  buy this false hair , you know , to work in with the other hair , you know . 
Course , both the ladies had good hair , but see th ey were j us t  wear ing that for 
the s tyle - see , made the s tyle of the hair . And so  she was showing her - that's 
the on1ies t way that she could get  to  her , you see , and she went t o  the lady ' s 
home , you see , and was showing her and this piece o f  hair dropp ed and fell on 
her foot , you see . See , she had i t  dressed especially for it , and I guess , 
prob 'b1y , the lady mus t have had on a hous e shoe or s omething like that , or 
ei therwise if  she d idn ' t ,  you s ee that  dus t j us t  went righ t on through her 
hose - it  doesn ' t  take much dus t you see to go through your shoes . And so 
that ' s  what cured her - that sulphur and si l.ver water [ see No . 616 ] . 

(That caused the swollen foo t and she went to the doctor for thos e blis ters ? )  
Yes , thos e blis ters . 
( She went to the doctor ? ) 
Went t o  the doc tor and he gave her medicine and salve to put on there and they 
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was j us t  almos t running her crazy - wouldn ' t  do her any good .  They s ay do ctor ' s  
medicine don ' t do anything like that no good , you know , and you ' d  have t o  take 
that o f f  in hot salt water . It woul d eas e her more and it j us t made the p ain -
it d idn ' t pain her when th at doc tor ' s  med icine wa sn ' t  on there , but now s ay you ' d  
put the doctor ' s  med icine on ther e ,  it would b e  painful , and th is s tu f f  j us t  
cont inued t o  spread . She had a very neat fo o t  - she wore a numb er four sh oe and 
she weighed around ab out 165 p ound s - nic e larg e leg s  - real g o od shape she was . 
And a f t er that her foot got so that she couldn ' t  wear th at smal l  sho e  - had a 
pair o f  shoe s there she never could wear - she had to get rid o f  th em - they 
were b lack paten l eather wi th the alligator inlaid - she couldn ' t wear thos e 
shoes any p lace any more . They s aid it was b ecaus e , you see , that goofep dust 
powdep was on ' em - they were dpessed. [ El izab eth C i ty , N .  C ar . , ( 4 38) , 409 : 1 . ] 

618 . In th e b eg inning o f  i t  - s he was a woman she loved long hair and it was 
a man s e t t ing th e r e  and sh e was comb ing her hair . And he s aid , "Hat tie , ah t ell 

you how you t o  do to make fr0re hair grow . " And she said , 
SILVER IN TUMBLER "Wel l , tell me . "  He s ay , �Well , when you git through comb ing 

TYPE OF JACK yor e hair tonight , "  s ays , " leave it out there on de tab l e  and 

[will ] s e t t le on 
harr-wi ll grow . " 

when de wind b lows [ it ]  away , f inal ly , [ he s aid 1 dirt would 
it and dat hair b egin to take ro o t , and when it t akes root chure 

Well , she did i t  as he t o ld her , and fin ' lly she b eg in tuh g i t  t o  de p lace she 
couldn ' t  stay home - night neither day un t i l  sh e got to th e p lace where she did 
not pay her ch i ldr en no mind . And she got tuh tellin ' s ome man [poot doatop] 
ab out i t . C o ' s e  he knowed these th ings and he told her , say s , "Well , he j es '  g o t  
chure h a i r  buried , "  and he said , " i f  y o u  give m e "  - ah don ' t  know how mu ch de 
money was - but anyways she paid him s omething . But he had something - ab out 
f i f t y  c en t s  o r  twenty-five cents in one thes e  old-fashioned glas ses they call 
tumb lers - got a rocking b o t tom to i t . We ll , he put th e money in th at g lass and 
p laced ab out a handful of wat er in it and he went up to [ and then under ] this 
hous e and every t ime he would move ,  the s i lver [would move ] in th e g lass . He 
moved unt i l  he f ound it and when he found it , i t  was b uried in a l it t le b o x  in 
the shape of a cof f in .  An d  what he did with that , now ah can ' t  tell . Ah was a 
chile but ah kin rememb er them th ings . 

[ I  fai led to ask for obvious details here , the act ion be ing b a s ed upon the 
b oi l ing-s i lver rites in this margin- t i t le . When th e proper t ime arr ived the 
water was poured from the tumb ler and the tumbler shaken - the j ing l ing s i lver 
pub l icly announced a dis covery . ]  

(How long ago was that t ime - thir ty years ? )  
Been longer than that - b een about thirty-f ive years . 
(Where d id that happen , here in Alabama? ) 
Over in Loui s iana . 
(What par t  of L ouis iana ? )  
Delta , Louisiana . [Mob i le , Ala . , (685) , 909 : 1 . ] 
619 . [A  holy candle] that the Cath ' lics use .  
(Get a holy candle ? )  
Yes . And the only way you kin g i t  them is you g o  to some pub l i sh ing house , 

you know , like where they makes those b ooks , you know , Tes taments and B ib les and 

SMOKE 
things like that and Sunday s chool s tuff . Wel l , tha t ' s  whare you buy 
those candles - wha t th ey call de Chris t ian P ub lic Hous e - P ub li shing 
Hous e , where you buy those at . 

(What do they call those candles ? ) 
Holy candles .  And ' t is a b ig whi t e  candle that is not no more lar g er ' en that 

but it is round like tha t . 
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(Ab out this round? ) 
Yeah , and it looked more like stone - i t  don ' t look l ike wax , it look l ike it 

was s tone . 
( I t ' s  a short cand le ab out that b ig ? )  
Yes . That ' s  the only candle . 
(Now ,  what would he do wi th that - will you t ell me that againl ) 
Well , that has to b e  done at the ninth hour and you have t o  say good things 

b ecause the candle suppos ed to be a holy candle ; and whatsomever you want , you 
ask in the Name of the Lord - say g ood things . 

(Well now , you said something ab out a vis ion a moment ago - I didn ' t qui te 
get all of that . )  

Well , you see , that candle will g ive that smoke . 
( I t  smokes . ) 
And you wat ches de smoke , you s ee ,  and that ' s whare you ' ll see the things in 

the smoke . 
(Oh ,  you s ee these things in the smoke . ) 
Really in the smoke - really and truly , you certainly will . 
(Now , j us t  what would a person burn this candle for ? )  
Now , I ' ll make - I wil l  say , "Well , I c ertainly does want me some money ;  ah 

played a number today and ah want de cash . "  Well , inside of dat nine days I ' m  
gon ' a  ket ch dat number . I f I ' m gon ' a  ket ch i t , I ' m gon ' a  see it in de smoke - I 
will see that number in the smoke . I s ay ,  " I  wants t o  see such and such a man . " 
Well , in that smoke ah could s ee his vis ion . Whatsomever you want , you ' ll s e e .  
An d  you a s k  de Lord , i f  you want ed to s e e  if it ' s  gon ' a come true . I f  it ' s  gon ' a  
come true , you compelled to see it  in that smoke . Yes , but if the smoke goes 
sudden , it ' s  tough luck for yuh . I f dat smoke comes f rom dat candle and whirls 
and whirls , go down to the floor , ' t is death in the family , or there ' s  someone 
very near to yuh [ going t o  die ] . But if de smoke goes straight up , you j us t  set 
there j us t  like this - like this the candle - you s i t  right there and watch that 
smoke and you ' ll s ee . 

(And you ' l l see these things . I see . ) [ Richmond , Va . , (431) , 387 : 3 . ] 
620 . I f  a person had did yo '  any harm - j es '  say fo ' an instan ' if  they did 

j oo harm an ' yo ' d  go to  someone to  do yo ' good . Well dey call dis [ th ing ] to a 
lady somet ime - a snakesh ed don ' t chew know - an ' ast th is th ing - th is insect 

whut - if dey ' s  anyb ody did anything to yo ' ,  dey want it to go to yo ' ,  
SNAKE righ t direct to yo ' ,  an ' point out de places [where you S$e-hurt ] yo ' 

know or go to de p laces don ' t yo ' s ee .  Yo ' didn ' t ask about a snake but 
ah can ' t help speaking ab out it . [See mar gin- t i t le Madam Helen for her snake . ]  

(All right . )  [Miss Young ' s  snake (No . 242)  t ells you what ' s  wrong . ]  
[He says a dootor can use any kind o f  animal , even a s tuffed snakeshed on a 

t imid woman instead of  a live snake , which he now des crib es : ]  
Well , de snake he ' ll go an ' wind around yo ' ,  don ' t chew know - he ' ll start 

around at chur e feet an ' s top to where dis s t uf f  is  s t opped in yo ' dere , don ' t 
chew know . [ Informant continues with turtle : ]  

Well , de same way with the turt le , he ' ll point his direction to yo ' where it 
is - he ' ll come t o  yo ' an ' mark time with yo ' - make lak dat wit his head - be 
a foot , one t ime - yore neck , two t ime - lak dat e [ I f  the turt le , ( t ort oise -
terres t rial turt le) nods or wags or  moves his head "one t ime , "  you are hurt in 
a foot ; if " two time , "  in your neck - e t  oe tera . ] Don ' t chew know . An '  dat ' s 
whut dey ar e good fo ' . 

(You mean these hoodoo peop le carry those things ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1167 ) , 19 64 : 3 . ] 
621 . I was in Norfo lk , Virginia , an ' a fellah was tricked by a girl with a 
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f ork , you know , while eat in ' .  I knew h im , we worked tog ether - we worked a t  the 
cap factory . An ' he couldn ' t s t ay away f rom there [ the g ir l ' s  hous e ]  an ' he 

couldn ' t  s t ay with his wif e . She [ this g irl ] had h im tpiaked. See , 
SNUFF they ' d  b een g o in ' together an ' goin ' together an ' go in ' toge ther , but he 

g o t  married on her . See , that ' s  why she thought she ' d  do such a th ing .  
An ' he went t o  ever ' body he knew [ for advice ] an ' so he was told to go to a poot 
wopkep an ' ever ' b odies don ' t  like to g o  t o  a poot wopkep , s o  he d idn ' t j is t wan ' a  
g o . An '  s o  he g o t  s o  b ad o f f  an ' his wife was goin ' leave him so he j e s ' went on 
to a poot wopkep. An ' so d is p lace he wen t , she told him to t ake some snuff an ' 
v inegar an ' take th is snuff - he soaked it in vinegar - pu t i t  und er his g ir l ' s 
nos e  at night . An '  she s ay i f  th is woman wake s up , she hasn ' t  got h im fix - he 
j is ' does his own ideas go in ' there [ he went there voluntarily ] ;  an ' i f  she don ' t  
wake up , he know she g i t  s omepin wrong [ that he had b een fixed] . So he d id that . 
[ She didn ' t  wake up when the snuff was held under her nos e . ] An ' whos omever he 

went to told him to b r ing it back to them [ if the g i r l  didn ' t wake up ] . An ' 
af ter he did [ bring the snu f f  b ack ] she kep t  i t  for three days an ' night s .  Wha t  
s h e  d id , why h e  don ' t know , an ' I don ' t know e i ther . But she gave i t  back t o  h im 
an ' she told him t o  t ake it b ack [ on h i s  person ]  t o  this woman house ever ' day he 
went there . An ' ever ' day he carried this snuf f back there , she was goin ' back 
an ' forth t o  the s t ore , b ack an ' forth to the s t or e . An '  s o  he kep t  wo rryin ' her 
an ' kep t worryin ' her until she came c lean with it . An ' s he t old him what she 
had done . He d idn ' t tell us exac t ly what sh e s ay she did to h im ,  but she had 
tpiaked h im in his f ood . She lef t Virginia .  [Wilming t on , N .  Car . , ( 3 15 ) , 
2 4 3 : 1 . ] 

6 2 2 . Jes ' 1ak if a person s teal somepin from yo ' an ' yo ' wanta f ind out who 
d id i t , yo ' j es '  t ake a cup an '  p o ' s ome coffee in i t  an ' yo ' b lows yore breath 
in it three t imes , and put s ome snu f f  in it an ' po ' de cof fee out . Den turns de 
cup down t ill it g i t s  dry an ' whensomevah hit g i t  dry , de picture of who s t o l e  
it wi ll b e  i n  de cup - regardles s tuh who i t  ' t i s , it b e  i n  de cup . An ' de p lace 
dat dey at - if dey s t and in ' by a t ree or by a s tump or a d i t ch or o f f a  de road 
[ you wi l l  see the person there ] ;  or again , i f  dey daid yo ' kin s ee dey cof f in . 
[ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 2 63 6 : 1 . ] 

6 2 3 . Had a old lady here - she ' s  dead now - named o f  - used to l ive out ch ere 
in Moccasin Bottom ,  named Caroline Young , and ah never knowed how she did it . 

(Exp lain that to me again , now . ) 
She would take the g rounds and put in the cup - co f f ee grounds I gue s s  it was , 

they look like coffee ground s , and then put it into the grounds out o f  the cup in 
the s aucer . Then she would p our cof fee in the cup , and pour that c o f f ee out o f  
t h e  cup int o  the s aucer . [ I  believe Caro line used n o t  co f f ee g rounds but snuf f ,  
as in the preceding rit e . ] We ll , when she wou ld do that then , you would s ee 
p i t chure s  in the s aucer , see . And then natch ' ly if you would s ee a pers on ' s 
p icture in that s aucer that you knows - but you know , you wouldn ' t know it [was ] 
him .  Bu t she would tell you , s ay , "We l l , do you know thi s p ic ture . "  And y ou 
s ay ,  "We ll , sure I know that picture . "  "Well , this is the one have your s tuf f . "  
[ The seeker trap s  himself ! ]  

( That s tolen stuf f . )  [ Vicksburg , Mi ss . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 9 8 3 : 6 . ] [See  my interview 
wi th Madam Gri f f in (Gri f f i th) for a reader o f  snu f f . ]  

6 2 4 . She told me that her husband was running with a woman and she s ai d  that 
it was revealed in her to whup his tracks - j is t  t ake a s t ick l ike a whup . See , 

j is t  like he t rack down a plow row ,  see p l owed-up land , 
SPIRI T S  - DIAGNO S I S  BY and j is t  whup his tr ack and say , "Go , go ,  go . "  And she 

dec lares dat dis man moved shor t ly . S ay s  he come r igh t 
by her doah and s aid , " I ' s  1eavin ' thi s  p lant at ion , "  s aid , " I  ain ' t gon i a  s t ay 
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here no long ah . "  
(Who revealed this to her ? )  
She said it was God . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 40 2 ) , 35 1 : 2 . ] 
625 . We ll , ah had a sister an ' ah know that was true . An' a pootman told 

her he [ her sister ' s  husb and ] had a sweetheapt woman he was living with befo ' 
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he married mah sister . An' he told her , said that he would nevah l ive with mah 
s i s ter , which he didn ' t live with her no longer den but about a mon th or little 
bet ter . An '  she [sweetheQPt woman ] had some of her friends to s lip in dere some 
way or ' nother an ' she had seven ole rusty keys an ' seven pods o f  peppah an ' 
seven need les - well , she had ' em ovah each do ' ,  one ovah de back do ' an ' one 
ovah de front . Dey nevah woulda found it unles s  [ as ]  ah s aid , d e  spirit brought 
it to her mind . At las t one day she spoke , said , "Ah believe ah ' ll look up ovah 
dis  do ' an ' see whut ' s  he ah . "  She looked up dere an ' dat ' s  where she found it . 

We ll , mah mother , she ' d taken these to a man in [ name o f  t own not clear ] an ' 
this  man tole her , said , "That was to keep her out all dem many years - keep her 
out de hous e , dat she nevah would live dere any mo ' . " But after she had found 
the se th ing s why he could turn it back on de woman , an ' so mah mo ther to le him , 
why she didn ' t care fo ' i t  t o  be turned back , an ' s o  she le ft  de keys an ' thing 
dere with him .  Say , she nevah would live with him . 

An '  then , too , after she did that - we had been doin ' some washing yo ' know , 
an ' her ministratin ' clothes , yo ' know , we didn ' t git through wash in ' dat - at 
leas t dat day , an ' we j est  le ft ' em out do ' s in de tub . She wen t dere an ' s tole 
dem an ' t aken ' em o f f  an ' buried ' em fo ' ' em to kill her . 

An' s o  dis aunjupeman tole mah mother , say , after them things rot , why yo '  
could j e st  p ick ' em up an ' dey f al l , yo ' know , to pieces j es t  lak a ole rot ten 
rag or somepin lak dat . See , an '  she would f in ' lly die . We ll , she did suf fer , 
yo ' know , a long t ime till mama got her cured by diff ' rent mens yo ' know . When
evah she ' d  go to minis trate oncest a month , why she looked like she was gon ' a  
soon go to bed - git confined an ' kno ts would come in her s t omach as large as 
yore f is t , an ' when dat p as sed through - i t  passed through in knots  like dat . 

(Do you know anything - what they did to cure he r ? )  
Yes sir . 
Wel l ,  a man by de name o f  Mr . Oleberry , he cured her - he cured her wit j es t  

an ole green gourd . She had to make teas oncest a month out a green gourd . An ' 
when she couldn ' t  git de green gourd why he tole her j est  to  s ave up some dry 
gourds an ' j es t  put a little turpentine in it , an ' dat got her we ll . 

(That ' s  all  that cured her ? )  
Dat ' s  d e  only thing dat cured her . 

an ' all - an' all kinds of doc t ors an ' 
case . 

An' we had t aken her to mediaal doatops 
dis man wus de only man dat reached her 

� ,  then s omet ime ago ah had a b rother - he wus out in Tennes see , ah believe 
where he go t hupt . Some wimmins hupt him . Ah don ' t  know j est  how it wus done , 
but anyway they had him dead from heah on down t o  his feet . 

( From his stomach on down to  his f eet ? )  
Yes s ir , an' dis s ame man cured him wi th j es t  d e  s implest thing . 
Yo ' could j es t  s t ick a pin in him an ' he couldn't feel i t  from his s t omach on 

down . An '  he said two wimmins an '  one man fixed him lak dat out in Tenne ssee . 
An '  he didn ' t  do anything but j est  had us tuh git green pine tops an ' give 

him - bathe him ,  yo ' know , from there on down an ' g ive him some to drink . An '  
he tole him everything he do from de first  day he s t arted taking it . He hadn ' t  
walked none in twelve months , not nary a step had he walked . 

Yes s ir , he tole him dat af t er de first day he ' d  s i t  up - he ' d  have to lay 
down mos t o f  de t ime after he had taken his b ath in dis green pine-top tea an ' 
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g iven him some t o  drink an ' tole him on de second day he would stand up , an ' say , 
an ' de third day , he s aid , "Yo ' gon ' a walk wit a s tick out to  de toilet "  - de 
toilet wus out do ' s  yo ' know .  An '  really he did it . An '  s o  we kep t dat up fo ' 
about two months , an ' now he ' s  in Flor ida , married an ' got  three children . 
[ Waycross , Ga . , ( 110 7 ) , 1 7 82 : 6 . ] 

626 . Some gir ls wanted to get this boy she was going wi th . There were two 
s isters . He went with Rebecca . Rebe cca got so she couldn ' t  walk . Her sis ter , 
who was almost white , she believed in hoodooing ; but Reb ecca was a brown-skin 
girl and she didn ' t  believe in it . So  she went down t o  a lady ' s  house to a par ty 
one night and set  down and she tore a s quare p iece out of he r dres s . So when she 
came home , she was working for s ome very wealthy white people , she got so then 
she couldn ' t hardly walk . And she s aid she felt like ther e was a mouse crawling 
on her leg . She had to  go  down to  get sug ar and things t o  this li t t le town and 
she rode down . And when she came back home she had a b ig black b lis ter on her 
foot . She hadn ' t  walked nowher e .  So she s t ayed home a few days and she go t s o  
bad she had to tell her sister wha t  had happened . Her sis ter said , "Oh l Well , 
they got you but didn ' t g e t  me . "  So the young man , who went to see Reb ecca , 
asked his mother for a wagon and his nephew to drive her t o  a woman ' s  h ouse what 
could do something for you . I guess she was what you call a two-header . I t  was 
about twenty miles . When she came in the door she [ the two-header ] took a b o t t le 
like that and shake it . Rebecca hollered and said , "Oh l Oh ! Don ' t you do that 
any more . "  She did that to try to see what was wrong with her . She come on in 
and set down . She [ the two-header ] called all the peop le [ their spirits ]  t o  her 
that were doing something to her . She said , "Now Reb ecca you are going home , and 
the bright woman [ the innocen t  one ] is going to g o  away and isn ' t  going t o  sp eak 
to you ; the one that did it is going to whip you , if you let her . " 

[ S ince the spiri t of the innocent woman called before the two-header possessed 
a bright countenance , we must assume a dark one for the spirit of  the culprit -

see No . 62 7 . ]  
So  Rebecca came back and stop in front of thi s s tore and de young b oy [ nephew ] 

went in to  get  s ome things .  I heard such a fuss  out s ide , myself , I goes out to 
s ee what is happening . This  girl that done something t o  Reb ecca , she lived j us t  
across  the road , says t o  her , "There comes your partner [ the young man returning 
from the s t ore ] . Yes , you ' re cunjured. And God Almighty cunjured you . I f  I 
get close enough t o  you , I ' ll take you out of that wagon and give you a good 
wooping [ whipping ] . " But she didn ' t t ouch her . And Reb ecca went on up home and 
done what the woman told her to  do . She told her how to us e [ the medicine ] what 
she give her . That would do away with that caus ing her leg . I don ' t know what 
was in i t . Rebecca got so then she could run and j ump and ride good . I t  shows 
that s omething had been done to her . [ New York City , ( 7 ) , Ed . ; Rappahannock Co . , 
Va . , 1896 . ] 

62 7 .  I can tell you something my father did when my little brother was s i ck .  
You know that hoodoo doctor I told you about ? My father sent for him to  see 
whether my brother was going to get well . He looked at  the baby and said , "Come 
on outside . "  So when my father went outside . He [doctor ]  s aid , "A city lies 
over there . "  My father said , "Yes , it ' s  Charlotte . " He said , "I don ' t mean 
that , I mean the city of the dead . " My father said , "Yes , that is the ceme tery 
over there . "  And he s aid , "Well , call s omeone that you know from the ceme tery . "  
And the f irs t name that came to  my father ' s  mind was that Millie woman [wit ch in 
No . 1 ] , and my father called this woman Millie ' s  name . And the man put his hands 
up t o  his eyes and said , "No , don ' t call Millie . "  And he turned his head away . 
My father said , "Yes , I know someone else , I know sis ter Easter . "  And my father 
called her . And he said , "Yes , "  and smiled and turned and s aid to my father , 
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"your son wi ll get  better . "  My father asked why he turned his head away , and he 
said he s aw this Millie woman coming towards them - she wasn ' t  looking at them -
[ and ] he  said she had the most horrible face he ever saw .  So he said when the 
Easter woman came she was dressed in white and smiling , and he knew the baby was 
going to get better. And my b rother go t better . [ New York City , ( 1 ) , by hand ; 
Gas ton Co . , N .  Car . , 1900 . ]  

62 8 .  He ' d  take a s t ick about that long [ demonstrates ] . 
(About two feet . )  
Yes s ir .  And take a certain number [ two ] wires and set it on this s t i ck ,  and 

then this man would say something t o  that piece of  wire there , and he could say 
thing s to this one . 

STI CK (How did he get these wires on that stick? ) 
He j us t  had them b ent [ demons trates ] .  

(Around the s t ick in one loop with the two ends pointing down . ) 
Laid right over that s t ick . 
(Like a staple ? )  
Yes sir . 
(He held the stick in his hand. ) [ Informant is holding imaginary s t ick . ] 
Yes s ir .  And he ' d  say , "Now" - for ins tance - "wh ich way should I go to look 

for th is  [ conj uration ]  stuf f ? "  And this p iece of  wire would walk j us t  the same 
as you walk . 

[ " In other words , the stick and wire held in the conj urer ' s  hand worked on the 
principle of the planchette or ouij i board . " This - preceding words - is a note 
of  mine when I trans crib ed cyl inder a few days after recording . The stick and 
wires could be called a type of Jack.  ] 

He ' d  s ay ,  "Now , don ' t fool me , I don ' t want you to fool me , "  and say , " I  want 
you to s top when you git  near the p lac e . " Then that p iece of wire would stop 
and he ' d  say , " Lis ten , now , which way shal l I gO ? 1 I  The piece o f  wire commence 
stepping and it walked and go t near the place - and he let you set there and 
watch it - and when it got near the place where he had put this stuff , I say put 
[hid " this s tuff" ] , it would s top . [Princess Anne , Md . ,  ( 1 2 6 ) , 40 : 1 . ] 

629 . [ The following root doctor used a s imple and inexpensive method for 
finding the buried art icle o f  conj uration : ]  He had him a lit t le stick you know , 
and he goes aroun ' and he s ticks it , j ahb s down in ground , and he says , I IThere 
it is . "  [Wilmington , N. C ar . , (289) , 207 : 3 . ]  

630 . About d e  bee - well , h e  did dat e He say dat he believed dat de woman 
loved him - he wasn ' t  married to her , an ' he say dat a fellah tole him ,  say , 

"Now , if  she love yo ' , yo ' go to  a bee nes t  an ' yo ' put chure 
STINGING BEES hand in dis bee nes t ; an ' if she loves yo ' de bee won ' t  s t ing 

yo ' , but if she don ' t den it ' s up to yo ' . 1 1  An '  he went an ' he 
tried it , an ' de bees didn ' t s t ing him .  So he b elieve dat she loved h im .  
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1176) , 1989 : 7 . ] 

631 . Take a girl an ' a boy , yo ' mo ' den apt tuh find a pair of  ' em together 
an '  dey be seein '  which one of  ' em love each other - dey pulls knots  in string s 

to see which one o f  ' em kin hold de longest . 
STRING KNOTS (How do they d o  that ? )  

Dey ' ll ,  yo ' know , j es '  take a p iece o f  a string an ' tie who le 
knots  an ' she pull on it an ' he pull on it . Well , i f  de kno t that she pull on 
don ' t come out , her love is s till s ticking ; an ' if he pul l on it an ' it j ump out , 
why dere ain ' t nuthin ' dere fo ' him atall . Ah ' ve done dat mahself . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1182 - small-time doctor ) , 1994 : 3 . ] 

63 2 .  This fel low [root doctor ] you ' re going to see now , said my brother-in
law was hurt - he gave him a root to put  in  hi s hand and hold it  right tight , and 
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when he opened hi s hand his hand was sweated ,  and he said , "You ' re hUY't . " He got 

SWEAT 
DIAGNOS IS 

some mullein roots , p ine tops , cedar berries and put them in a pot 
and a pint of  water and kept adding to it as i t  boiled down [magic 
rite of increasing amount ] .  He put in a ten-cent piece and boiled 
i t  with it . "Now , "  he said , "you take that drink and you ' ll get 

well . " He never got  wel l .  What really was his trouble , he had b ladder troub le 
inwardly . He couldn ' t urine because s omething went right to the tub e of his 
b ladder and stopped it and caused agony all over his sys tem .  When he would go 
to make wat er his f eet would dance up and down on the floor , j us t like tha t . 
This  fellow was working on him but he was never ab le to cure him . His f ather 
was good [ a  g ood Y'oot doatoY' ] but he ' s  dead . He [ the s o- called Y'oot doatoY' I 
was going to see ] don ' t  know anything about i t . They had to operate on him 
[ the brother- in-law ] . The root they principally us e is cal led the b lack pip
pip-away [ ? ] . They take that roo t and hold it in their hand and the hand would 
sweat . That ' s  an eviden ce something has e f f ected you , somebody has done some
thing to you . If your hand d idn ' t sweat , you wasn ' t  eff ected then . It looks 
more like a piece of  snakeroot than anything else . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 4 2 ) , 
Ed . ] 

633 . [ Doctor J. D .  Buz zard of Norfolk (see Index) , whom I interviewed , has 
pat ient hold a magia aY'ystal in the palm of his hand ; if the hand sweats , he has 
b een troiaked. The Crys tal Ball rite previous ly given in this subse ction is s ome
thing quite dif ferent . Nor folk , Va . , ( 464) , 453 : 1 ;  original text misp laced or 
los t .  ] 

634 . My aunt , she wus sick in bed , she couldn ' t  walk , an ' they s ent fer some 
man . He came an ' he taken-dout [ taken ' d  out ] something they said wus in shape o f  

TERRAPIN 
a terrapin . An '  they s aid he put it down in [�] the f loor , said to 
it , "Go f ind it , "  whutever that wus . [ I t had to be a terrapin (see 
No . 620) , not a child ' s  mechanical toy shaped like the animal . ]  I t  

went around each corner o f  the house in the house an ' come back to ' em .  An ' he 
said , " I t ' s  not in this house . "  He carried it to the door an ' put it  outdoors , 
an ' i t  s tarted around the house unti l  it gets to the southeas t corner o f  the 
house it stopped . He said , " It ' s  right heah . " 

[ Since there was no p lace in the house where he could conveniently find the 
obj ect caus ing conj uration , he was forced to go outside where he could d ig -
under the edge of the house so that his back was to watching eyes . ]  

He went diggin ' an ' he dug up a b o ttle wi th a lo t of needles ,  p ins - Lord 
knows whut kin ' of stuff it wus . The other s tuf f wus something like qUicks ilver 
[ t in-foil? ] into this bottle , with the stopper turned down , drippin ' .  That wus 
suppos ed when that got done through drippin ' that she would die . An '  we had a 
man aroun ' thah by the name of H . , he went crazy the time she wus in thah s i ck ;  
an ' when he go t crazy an ' started out , they told ' er he wus comin ' ,  then she got 
up an ' run . [ Deal Is land , Somerset Co . , Md . ,  ( ? ) . 21 : 2 . ]  [ For torto ise or 
tur tle , see also No . 62 0 . ] 

635 . If  a tree gits s truck wit lightnin ' yo ' know - well de lightnin ' s trike 
it yo ' know an ' it run down - well , it goes down ' ward de ground . As it s troke , 
de  lightnin ' shoots ,  yo ' know ,  down in de ground - it ' ll hit yo ' know . Dat whut 

cuts it , yo ' know , it ' s  a bow lak e An '  whenevah de lightnin ' got 
THUNDERBOLT a sort of heavy dash yo ' know , an ' when i t  j es '  s trike de tree it 

j es '  peel de b ark off it , yo ' know . Lak ah comes an ' goes roun ' 
an ' roun ' [ the lightning-struck tree ] yo ' know , an ' yo ' ll [ I ' ll ]  f ind that thing 
j es '  ab out dat long . I t ' s  a bow or sword or something othah de c all it . Ah 
fo ' git de name of it whut de call it , but anyhow , it ' s  a long thing j es '  about 
dat long an ' it got a round ring around it lak that . I t ' s  a p iece of  s t eel lak 
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tin-steel [met al roo fing ? ]  an ' it ' s  tough as s t eel . Yo ' nevah b end it or bruise 
it no way . Dere ' s a piece right at home now , j es t  ab out dat long . 

[ This is  the t hundepbo Z t  � Zightningbo l t  I have describ ed elsewhere (see 
Index) , but this par ticular obj ect with a poun ' ping apound i t  is  definitely a 
smal l arrowhead or spearhead of metal sold by s ome mail-order firm . ] 

(What do they do with that ? )  
Whut dey do with it ? Well , yo ' kin take dat air an ' yo ' kin g o  tuh de j ail

house wi t dat in yor e pocket an ' if de  law nevah g it it  an ' dey try yo ' ,  d ey 
can ' t  do nuthin ' wid chew . I t ' s  luck tuh keep i t  roun ' yore house , yo ' know , 
it changes color s somet ime , de  tip end of it . Well , de  t ip end r ight ' bout dat 
long an ' it  slim as a need le point on de end . Jes ' long as out on dat end it 
s t ays wh ite , everything ' s  okay ; but yo ' bet tah watch yo ' self if  i t  all change 
co lor . 

(Where did you hear that - where did you hear ab out that ? )  
Mah granddaddy . 
(Wher e did you come from? ) 
South Ca ' lina . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1439 ) , 2609 : 1 . ] 
6 3 6 . Mah ole cousin - she ' s  dead now - she used to  could look in a g lass of 

wat er and she could concentrat e with the spirits in this glass of water and she 
have tole s ome things out of that . She ' d  knock on de table and she would hold 

her head down and she would look in that g lass of wat er and she could 
WATER j es t tell you mo st anything . Ah know , ah have heard - she have told me 

that . Ah went to her whenevah ah ' d  git worryin ' or vexed - you know , 
any way aroun ' home . Ah would go to her an ' ah ' d  say , " Cousin Net , tell me some
thing - ah ' m  j es t  worried to death , ah don ' t  know what  wi ll b e  mah outcome . "  But 
co ' se ,  in mah faith [ Roman Catho lic ] we ' r e  not supposed to believe in witchcraft 
o r  anything like dat e An' ah - ah didn ' t pay her any thing - she j es t  cons olatin ' 
me and that ' s the way ah looked at it . An '  so she s ay ,  "Everything ' s  all right , "  
she say ,  "b ut d e  peop le in yo '  house yo ' got ' a watch out - d ey gon ' a try tuh skip 
yo ' r ent . "  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 64) , 87 3 : 4 . ] 

637 . One time when I was aunjuped I was ab out sixt een year s old .  And another 
girl invited me to go to a party , and to the party they served ice cream , and on 
the way b ack home I taken s i ck .  And mah mother go t ev ' ry doctor she could in de 
town to try to do me some good and he wouldn ' t  [ couldn ' t ] . And s o  she told me -
mah mother said dat dey told her - she said ev ' rybody kep t tellin ' her - to get 
a aunjupe doatop for me . And so she did . And when she got the aunjupe doatop 
he told her if she had a waited twenty- four hours longer to gotten him that he 
couldn ' t of saved me . And so he got some p okeberry root and boiled dem and made 
a poultice and put it to mah s t omach , and taken wat er off  of nine dimes that had 
been boi led fer nine hours , and I drank that fir s t . Then after I drank that , he 
gave me some s alts and s odee [ soda ] - takin ' salts [ Ep som salts ] and sodee warm , 
and I drank that and that s tar t ed me to get s i ck .  And af ter I got sick on mah 
stomach he got two j ars , half-a-g allon j ar s , one with muddy-lookin ' water in it 
and the other was clear . And when I would vomit , he said the poison that I had 
taken would go in the muddy j ar or the clear j ar .  He had to have both . And so 
when I vomit , it was a little snake about that long and it went in the muddy j ar 
o f  water . 

( C ould you see it ? )  
I could see i t  af ter they show i t  to me . Of course I was s o  sick then still 

I couldn ' t  see it . And after I taken that to s top mah p ains , I had to have some 
silk-root boiled in a quart of water down to a pint , and some sp irits  of turpen
t ine in it , to keep the misery out of mah stomach and take the soreness out - and 
still  wear the p oultices until  I was better . [ And I wore a ] silver dime and salt 
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in my shoes for about two yea rs after dat - I wore a s i lver d ime round my ankl e , 
round b o th o f  ' em ,  and salt in b o th shoes . And he said that I could wear it on , 
if I want ed to ; b ut I would b e  out de dang er of thos e  people hurting me again . 
He d idn ' t  s ay ev ' rybody , j us t  those peopl e .  [ Wilming ton , N .  C ar . ,  ( 2 68 ) , 2 7 3 : 7 ; 
Ro se Hill , Dup l in C o . , N .  Car . , 19 29 . ] 

638 . Gpaveyard dipt kin be used in many d i f f erent thing s .  I t  kin b e  used in 
love cas e s . Wel l , gpaveyapd dus t , if yo ' wanta use fo ' protect ion in love cases , 
yo ' use i t  wit de �ondepful �atep . 

(What is the �ondepful  �tep ? )  
I t ' s  got f rom a spr ing runnin ' dead no ' th ,  a spring runnin ' no ' th - lak dis 

way , de s t ream dis-a-way an ' 'de spr ing heah runnin ' no ' th .  
(You g et th i s  �ondep �tep and you g et this graveyard dipt . How do you 

prep are this thing now? )  
Wel l  now , we ' l l come on down an ' prepare i t  fo ' yo ' . Yo ' g i t  the s t ream 

runnin ' no ' th - de s p r ing is ovah on whut ah would call de south s ide of a 
stream runnin ' dead no ' th .  Be sure dat chew f ind a sp ring wi t de s t r eam runnin ' 
no ' th .  We ll , we t akes our gpaveyapd dust an ' we g i t s  i t  in a c lear b o t t le den 
wit a s topper to it dat we kin s top up , an ' we goes an ' put s some of de dirt in 
de b o t t le an ' we g i t s  our sp r ing wit de wa t ah runnin ' no ' th - we g i t s  dat an ' 
put it in dere . Den when we ' s  g o in '  pull a deal o f  any kind , we s i ts our b o t t l e  
with t h i s  heah gPaveyaPd dus t  i n  i t . Wel l , qUi te nat ch ' l ,  de dust will s et t le 
to de b o t t om  o f  anything . Whatevah we g i t s  our mind on , wha t  de ob j ec t  we got 
befo ' us - what evah it may b e ,  whe ther we make good or whe ther we lose out . 

We ll , we handle dis bo ttle - we s e t s  it on de tab le s o  de top o f  i t  wi l l  come 
c l ear . Yo ' know spr ing watah is clear as a cry s t al , an ' s ince [ i f ]  it c l ear as 
a crys tal , why we knows everything what evah we goin ' do , we know we ' l l put it 
through . We put it ovah what somevah i t  may b e . Wel l , den , if it ' s  not dat way 
c lear , i t  not fa ' our luck tuh chang e  right at dat time , d i s  heah gpaveyapd dus t 
wi l l  come up dere an ' cloudy dat water j e s ' lak a c loudy day - chang e - de ski es 
wi l l  chang e .  I t  will chang e wi thin de per iod of f i f t een minut es . It wi ll come 
on up an ' c loudy dat water so yo ' can ' t  be sure atall . Den we j es '  keep i t  dere , 
an ' wh enevah we ga in' tuh do anything - in love cases or whatevah we may do , we 
goes an ' g it our bottle an ' set it on de tab l e  in a quiet place . I t ' s  a great 
magic watah - it ' s  a magic gif t . 

Den we use dat tuh conquer spirits , yo ' see , for s e ch th ing s as wh ut dey c al l  
hant s . We use dis heah sp ring wat ah wit de gpaveyapd dust in i t . 

(How would you conquer a hant in that case ? )  
Well ,  i f  we conquer a hant in dat case , we put a l it t le add int o  dat watah -

we add somep in to dat watah , we ' d  add sulphur . We ' d  add burnt sulphur , we ' d  
burn it - we ' d  burn it on de watah , somep in tuh form a litt le Cl011d on de wat ah . 
Den we g o  up on dere an ' git de cloud o f f  an ' put de cloud in dere on top o f  d at e 
Dat give us mo ' f orce to conquer de spirit - we ' d  keep sp ir its away from anything 
we ' d go tuh do . 

How to make a man come back .  Yo ' d  have tuh us e d is same wat ah i n  a case lak 
dat - it ' s  a mind drawin ' thing . Firs t , yo ' got ta g it chure mind on whatevah 
obj ect yo ' gain ' tuh undertake tuh do . An '  aftah we g it our mind pin on dis 
�, then we sits de watah befo ' us an ' we looks at de wat ah . We naturally 
s i t s  dere an ' looks - somet imes it takes us hour s , until we kin g i t  contact 
wi th the party whosomevah dey may be . They mind an ' mah mind contact wit each 
o thah , an ' den he ' l l come tub me , at de same t ime whe ther dey wants me or not . 
Den if ah want tuh draw ' em  back , ah ' ll turn de wat ah , ah ' ll git de sguare 
b o t t le - see , ah ' ll turn de square s ide to me , an ' ah ' l l g ive dem three days 
tuh po l l  in . Dey come back an ' dey s end fa ' me . De s ame watah draw ' em b ack -
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draws through d e  mind , yore mind an ' d is o thah party ' s  mind would come i n  contact 
together an ' why , qui t e  natch ' ly ,  yo ' l l see ' em in three d ays a f tah that . Tha t 
is , if yo ' s t ay on i t  dat long . [ Faytet tev i1 1 e , N .  Car . , ( 1 39 5 ) , 2506 : 14- 2507 : 2 ;  
pro f e s s i onal wo rker . ]  

6 3 9 . They claim tha t a woman , his wif e , can take privat e  hair , hers and his , 
and t e l l  wh ether he ' s  out having a good time wi th ano ther woman . When he b eg ins 
to us e anothe r woman thes e  ha irs will come together like dif fer en t  kinds of knot s  
[ gr oups ] .  She p u t s  these hairs i n  a pan o f  water . I f  h e  isn ' t ,  each hair will 
f loat to i t self . [ Fr edericksburg , Va . , ( 4 5 ) , Ed . ] 

640 . To tell de diff ' r ence , y o ' kin g i t  yo ' s ome sugah an ' g i t  chew a g lass 
o f  wat ah an ' yo ' s ay a p rayer ovah i t  an ' yo ' read in de B ib le in de Book of 
P s alms - d e  21st an ' d e  3 2nd of P s alms , an ' you read that an ' yo '  put a lit t le 
s ugah in that wat ah an ' yo ' drink it , an ' yo ' kin tell the d if f ' rence . Yo ' do 
tha t fo r ' b out nine days .  

(Any par t icular t ime o f  the day - i t  doesn ' t  make any diff erence ? )  
I n  d e  mawnin ' s  b e s t . 
(How would you tell by tha t that you are tPicked or j us t  ordinar ily s ick? ) 
If yore s i ck ,  thi s  wa tah wi l l  do yo ' good ; an ' if yore tPicked , why it won ' t 

do yo ' any good . Yo ' see things i s  done f rom de power o f  God . An '  when yo ' 
pray yor e prayer , p ray it in f aith fo ' he lp . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 3 8 ) , 1517 : 16 . ] 

DOCTOR AND DOCTOR 

TWO OPP OSING SYSTEMS OF THOUGHT 

[What I s aid in the In troduction mus t  b e  repeated here . The difficulty o f  
indexing hoodoo mat erial makes every t i tle o r  lab e l  incomplete . Always the 
Index mus t be consulted . ]  

[ The preceding sub s ec t ion , Diagno s i s , showed doctop and layman s e eking in
forma t ion in p rimi t ive ways d i s carded by modern thought ; ways s t i l l  under the 
control of the spirits whose ac t ivities previous ly we had b een fol lowing .  One 
o f  thes e  ways told us "whether to go t o  a doctor - a medical doc top either (o r )  
a poot doctop (see No . 551 , p . 1 67 ) . "  This re ference , n o t  t o  ment ion o thers , 
indicates a b a s i c  d i f f erence b e tween medica l  doctop (Do c tor of Medicine) and 
poot doatop ; it a lso impl ies a limi tation in the therapeutics of s c ien t ific 
med icine . Let us b egin with the doctor . ]  

6 4 1 . You g e t t ing a medical doctop , a medical doctop and you s ay [ f or examp le ] 
I ' m s ick - I feel bad and I ' m hurting and hurting or s omething . You get a doctor 

and the d o c t o r  will come . He ' l l come mayb e once or twi ce 
DOCTOR OF MEDI C INE and he ' ll tell you , af ter his med i cine don ' t take no ' fect , 

tell you , say , "You have to get s omebody e lse know more than 
I know . " Then you got ' a  wander around and f i r s t  thing you go in '  f ind your mind 
on hoodoo , and you g o in '  g et a hoodoo d en .  Well , a hoodoo , den he goin ' c ome and 
tell you , "Yeah , ther e ' s  s ome thing done to you . " You say , "We ll , I want you to 
git it o f f . How much you charge me? " "We ll , I charge f our or f ive or t en 
dollars . "  We ll , you go in '  g ive him four , f ive or t en do llar s  and he go in '  get 
it o f f . Wel l , he ' s  the same one what put it on you . [ Yet , see marg in- t i t le , 
Do ctor Unab le to Cas t and Cure Same Spe ll . ] [ Vi cksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 725) , 994 : 1 . ] 

642 . Ah t el l  from exper ience that when ah was s i ck and tha t when ah ' ve taken 
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mediaa l mediaine it  made me s i cker . And after ah went to the doctor and ah went 
to the poot doatop and he was treating me for hoodoo I 

MEDICAL MEDICINE commenced get t i n '  better . 
( I  see . ) 

When you are fixed , when you take mediaa l mediaine hit us e ' ly make you worser ; 
prob ' b ly , i f  you cont inue wi th i t , it  wi ll kill y ou . That ' s  what it will do . 
[ Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 71 6 ) , 9 85 : 3 . ] 

643 . Your doatop mediaine would nat ch ' ly t urn agains t yeh - it wouldn ' t  do 
yo ' no good . Ever ' t ime de doctor would come and de more medicine you would take 
from l im  would make yo ' mo re iller ,  s ee .  And then after [ a f t erward ] yo ' would 
either git more ill and if you did never chang e you would die . Then yo ' f ind de 
medicine b egin t o  g it worse  and worse on yo ' ,  why yo ' have to change and git some 
hepb doatop. [Mobile , Ala . , ( 704) , 9 67 : 4 . ] 

644 . Take the toenai l ,  f ing ernail , lock of  the man ' s hair ; parch i t  well and 
make a powder and put over his food . That ' ll make the man ' s amb i t ion be f or her 
prack ' ly [ prac t ically ]  all the time . And in that leng th o f  t ime it wi ll give 
him some ailment in the stomach and no phys ician in the United Stat es can reach 
the s ickness unless it is one that knows exact ly what he has got . And [besides ] 
it ' s  outs ide the mediaa l tpade , you s ee .  Over s ixty-f ive percent o f  our men now 
by having those kind of women have bad stomachs - pusty stomaahs f rom dat e [This  
could be the only t ime I heard the word physician in hoodoo .  Rusty stomaah , a 
boiler that becomes rusty , used only here . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 6 ) , 1154 : 7 . ] 

645 . See , yo ' kin take yore ahambep lye - take dat ahambep lye an ' - person 
take hit to a red ant s ' bed .  Yo ' take it an ' yo ' po ' it into somep in an ' yo ' 
t akes some [ corn] meal an ' make it  up as a dough , an ' yo ' take it  to a red ants ' 
b ed an ' yo ' sprinkle it in dat red ant s ' bed , an ' j est long as  it  in dat ant s '  
b ed , yo ' see , dem ant ses will work dat dough up - up an ' down dat- a-way . Well , 
dat ' ll creat e germ t o  work ins ide o f  a per son ,  an ' j es t work , work , work , t ill 
i t  kills l im .  Well , yo ' see de doctors don ' t know whut dat is . De doc tors will 
b e  working on it fo r one thing , but s till it ' s  dat germ - de aunjupation. [ For 
this germ theopy , see No . 654 . ] [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 109 7 ) ,  1 7 6 7 : 3 . ] 

646 . [Out o f  many persons speaking agains t doctor and his med icine (see 
Doctor , not Doatop , in Index ) - one person , the only one , spoke favorab ly : ]  

I know a woman right here  in Northampton ,  she was sick and swoll up for at 
least eight years , and she accused her next door neighbor . This other woman told 
the whole g eneral pub lic she had never done nothing to her . She [ the sick woman ]  
went to  Berkley and got a fortune teller . When she came b ack she found a b o t t le 
down under her door . This bottle was full of lit t le snakes . Then she moved . 
And sh e b eg an to t ake doatop ' s  mediaine and it wasn ' t long before she was on her 
feet again . [ Old Point Comfort ,  Va . ,  ( 23 ) , Ed . ; Berkley , near Norfolk , a no ted 
reg ion for doctoP8 . ] 

647 . [Why mediaa l medicine or doctop mediaine is  wor thles s in hoodoo , a 
b eliever explains : ]  

I say all de - mos t  all de sickness now , it ' s  no t nat ch ' l .  
(What does it come from? ) 

Vi tahcroft .  
SICKNESS NOT NATURAL (Why do people do that? ) 

Jis ' , some of ' em j is '  begrudgin ' . Some of ' em get , you 
know , be  begrudgin ' of  anything you have an ' dey ' ll poison you . Some want cheh 
husban ' ,  dey poison yah ; an ' some want cheh j ob ,  dey poison yah . 

(Have they any good poo�opkeps up there in Ro cky Mount [North Carolina , home 
of informant ] ? ) 

No , sir . Dere i s  some up d ere kin do somepin to yah but dey can ' t cure yeh . 
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(Where do peop le go then? ) 
Dey come to town heah .  
(Any good ones down here? ) 
Yes s ir , purty good . I reckon de best ones is in South Carolina . 
(What do they usual ly charge to cure you? ) 
Some of  ' em twenty-f ive to thir ty dollars - a good price . [Wi lming ton , N .  

C ar . , ( 2 21) , 2 10 : 6 .  ] 
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648 . [ S ince s ickness is no t natural but a condition caused by witchcraf t , 
the doctor c laiming to unders tand and control it lives in a wor ld of magic and 
false knowledg e .  To illustrate this , take the word poison in No . 64 7 : ]  

Well , ah kin tell yo ' two-thr ee little stories ab out that . Mah mother onest , 
she was hurted - she was dressed by mah father and she suff ered and she swo1e up 

j est  b ig as a b ale of cot ton , dat b ig , and they didn ' t know anything to 
POISON do for her . All doctors could not do anything fo ' her . So there ' s a 

ole lady name Miz Chapman , she came to our house since we lived dere . 
(Where was she living then ? )  

I n  Orrville , Alabama . An '  dis lady come in an ' she says , "Pore thing , "  say ,  
"you ' re poisoned - you were dressed by yore hu sb an ' • " An '  she b eg in to rub her 
and rub , and fin ' l ly de swelling went down , and she give us medicine to take to 
get her up . And she tole us - it was on the ninth of  the month , which it  was de 
first  of  the month then when thi s happened - said , "This woman that hurt chew 
will come in an ' ast yo ' how yo ' feel . "  And so on that day this woman walked in 
de room and ast her - ast mah mo ther how she feels .  Mah mother tole her fine and 
she walked out . 

(How did your f ather dress your mother? )  
It was some stuff that this 'Woman �ut on net: - it was 'Poison , so\\\e \1.\\0. of 

per fume dat dis woman puts on mah f ather , yo ' see , and de minute dat it hit 
mo ther - d e  one that it was for [see No . 653 ] , i t  throwed her into f i ts .  

(Where d id she put this per fume? On what part of the b ody ? ) 
Put it under his arms . 
(What else did that woman do to get  rid o f  this , b e s id es rubb ing - d id s he do 

anything els e ? )  
She give her a bottle of medicine t o  take . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 660) , 8 62 : 1 . ] 
649 . She was goin ' with a woman ' s husb and . She asked her to g ive him up , but 

she wouldn ' t  do it . She talked to her three times and told her . She wouldn ' t , 
you know . And she says , " I ' ll make you leave . "  Thi s  woman told us after she 
[woman go ing with husband ] was d ead . She [wif e ]  said she t aken a penny and taken 
the skin off o f  a red onion . She rubb ed it all together . You know a penny is 
poison.  And she put that penny up and she let it  dry right dry and make a powder 
o f  it . She dressed her husband with it  - dus ted his clothes . And when he went 
b ack [ to the other woman ] - see , it got on her . And it turnt her j is ,  as wrong 
s ide out . No doctor couldn ' t  git  it back .  I t  turnt her wrong side outwards . 
She died . Jis ' turnt her who le womb and everything . I t  came out . That ' s  wha t  
I call trickin ' ' em .  [ Cf. No . 10 , p . 7 . ] [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 170) , 79 : 6+85 ; 
in 192 6 . ] 

650 . Mah b rother- in- law [was ] poison once . Dis man [was ] drivin ' a tru ck 
an ' dat [ same ] man poison him ,  an ' de [ boss ] man f i ' ed [ f ired ] him an ' put mah 
b rother-in- law in dis othah man ' s p lace , so dis man couldn ' t git [back] de j ob 
dat mah brother-in- law got [ therefore he ] want put him out de way , ki ll him or 
somep in . Well , he say , "Ah kin git him out de way . " He didn ' t bo thah [my 
b rother-in- law ]  yo ' know . So he went to a man , he know some roots dat would -
de rootworker to1t dis othah man , give him tuh do it  tuh mah brother-in-law , 
give him some grease [dressed wi th roots ] tuh put on de truck ;  yo ' know ,  on de 
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automob ile , on de t ruck do ' .  [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1436) , 2 502 : 2 . ] 
651 . You go down in the field and git manur e , b ut you have t o git a cert ain 

kind of manure . You have to g i t  bull manure , not cow manure .  Git that and wrap 
i t  in a red handker chi e f . He c laimed he was tricked . He let s omeone use hi s 
hammer and s ome thin the ut on his hammer ot on his hand and ke t him from 
work . [ This proves that he was poisoned. ] Some one of these two-heade peop Ze 
that he was dealing wi th told him he had to g i t  some bull manure . We ll , I was 
j is t  a b oy and they sen t  me to go g i t  i t .  I go and g i t  that bull manur e and go 
and git some pokeb erry root . Get the he pokeb er ry root . There ' s  two kinds , � 
he and a she . The he one is whi t e  and the she one is red . The she one has a 
red skin on it , she come up out the ground . Th ey g i t  that and mix up with this 
manure tog ether and cook i t  together and put that on him [his arm] and b ind it 
down. He g o t  so he went t o  work again . [ Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 39 3 : 1 ;  in 1896 . ]  

652 . Ah heard that i f  a person b i t  chew that had them b Zue gums , you would 
spr ead that [see lat er ] over it an ' it would ki ll de sore , but yore [ the b i t er ' s ] 
t eeth wou ld d rop out or something of that kind like that . 

(Wel l ,  what do the b lue gums have to do with i t ? )  
Wel l ,  dey c laim that would pois on �. 
(The p e rson with the b lue gums would poison you . And this chicken manur e will 

take i t  o f f . What kind o f  chicken manur e ? )  
B lack . [ S t .  Pet ersbur g , Fla . , ( 9 9 0) ,  159 7 : 5 . ] 
65 3 . [ Before I forget , I mus t  return t o  the woman poisoned by p er fume 

(No . 648) . Why was her husb and immune? He was dressed for his wi fe ; the 
dres s ing no mat ter how poisonous , b eing harml ess to him (cf. No . 10 , p . 7 ) .  
Intent ion is almos t  everything in hoodoo and magic .  A good examp le follows : ]  

I was l iving in a s treet here in Norfolk , and the und er t aker - you know I ' m 
a jack leg carpen ter - the und er taker t o ld me to put a p air o f  s t ep s  to h i s  door , 

and I had t o  dig down fer ' em . I come acros s a 
IT WARN ' T  PUT THERE FOR YOU Eye-sh [ Irish ] potato that had nine need l es in i t  

and nine p ins .  And de woman d at was p a s s ing b ack
ward and forward over ' em was s i ck all de t ime - two of ' em  died in dat same 
house , and both the woman was takin ' s i ck .  And I come acr oss i t  wi th my hoe , 
you know , when I was making de foundat ion to put de foot of s t ep s  down . And I 
called and asked her , "What is thi s ? "  She come and looked and she cried , "That 
thing is the caus e o f  my f ami ly b e ing ruined l "  A I ' sh potato and nine need les 
and nine pins in i t . And as that grow , the s ap of it , the s c ent of it , or some
thing o the r in that house - some of ' em [persons ] drop off . She s ays , "What you 
g o ing to do wi th it ? "  I put my hand on i t , ' cause I weren ' t  s cared of i t , you 
know , ' caus e  I didn ' t  b elieve in s uch thing s . I put my hand on i t  and I counted 
nine [needles and nine p ins ] wi th i t  in my hand . And I couldn ' t  get a s oul dere 
to touch i t . 

(No one wou ld touch i t ? )  
Nob ody - couldn ' t  get ' em t o  touch i t . Then I thought to mys e l f , I s ays , ".!. 

wonder i f  d i s  here thing goin ' do me no harm? " Then a thought came to me , " I t  
warn ' t put there for you and i t  wou ld not harm you . " I t ook i t  up in my hand , 
pul led the peelin ' s  o f f en i t  and throwed de I ' sh po tato away and s tuck the p ins 
in my coat . But - it wi l l  certainly do you harm , if it i s  p lanted f er you . 
[Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 4 7 3 ) , 488 : 3 . ] 

654 . One t ime I came out of the door ,  that was b e fore we moved to Nor folk 
C ity [ f rom County of Norfolk into Nor f o lk , Va . , ab out 1 8 8 5 ] . Right at the door 
was a snake-shed [ the whole skin shed by a snake ] . I t  was f i l led with s and . My 
mo ther was lo oking out the door . I thought it was a snake . My mother looked and 
s aid , "That ain ' t  no snake . "  I said , "Yes i t  i s , mo ther . "  "No , that ain ' t  no 
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snake . Get s ome paper . "  She wouldn ' t  touch i t  herself . She made me pick it up . 
You see , if that was for me , it wouldn ' t  hurt nobody but me . I f  you touched it , 
it would be  all right - it wouldn ' t hurt you . Mo ther thought it was for her . 
That ' s  why she made me get it on that paper . You see , some woman was mad at her .  
She [ o ther woman ] said , "Never mind , I ' ll aross your path soon . "  I have heard 
them say that a lot of times . [This is called a bad mouth . ] Then they put some
thing down for you to walk over . She was af raid I would drop it , "Don ' t you let 
that fa11 1 "  Then she said we would go to the bridge . She wouldn ' t  let me -go by 
myself . She and I went t ogether . She did not cros s it , the place where that 
snake was , but went way around . She wouldn ' t walk behind me . She walked a way 
on the other s ide of  the road . When we were halfway there [ to the b ridge ] she 
said , " I t  came from the devil , let it go back to him . " She made me go right out 
on the middle of the bridge , right in the middle of the channel ,  and throw that 
snake-shed right in the water . When she came b ack she bought a pound of salt 
and sprinkled that salt all over the place [where the snake-shed had been found ] , 
to kill the germs I gues s .  [ For these ge�s , see No . 64 5 . ] [New York City , 
( 4 ) , Ed . ] 

655 . [Pois on , then , is any subs tance charged with evil intent , often assisted 
by the Word o f  God or magic rit e .  Some substances are unnaturally though not 
toxicologically poisonous - the mos t deadly o f  all b eing graveyard dirt : ]  

I heard a church member s aid dere ' s  a ole  man in de church where he were a 
memb er - he ain ' t  got much confidence in ' em  now ' caus e dey d id dat - ole man 

GRAVEYARD DIRT 
AS POISON 

da ' d  [ that would ] git mad at anybody at church ; you know , he ' d  
fall out with ' em .  Well , he ' d  g o  to de graveyard an ' reach his 
han ' as far in dere as he could , an ' . he ' d  g i t  some dirt j is '  
of f ,  j is '  as near de coffin as he could , an ' wrap i t  up , [ and ] 

bring i t  on b ack . · We11 , he ' d  put it  in somepin thin , cheese cloth or s omep in or 
othah , an ' put it in each pocket . in his coat pocket . An '  so  he ' d  go to church , 
you know , until de preacher git to preachin ' ,  you know , an ' dat de people git  to 
shoutin ' ,  why he j is '  git to shoutin ' an ' go  r ight aroun ' near dis person [he ' s  
"mad" with ] , you know , an ' j is '  let dis dus ' - i t  would j us '  f ly so  it ' ll ,  a 
' ho le lot of people would inhale it , an ' dey ' d  git so  some t imes dey ' d  git to 
coughin ' .  Well , dey say , i f  you git enough o f  it , i t ' d  kil l  ' em .  [Wi lmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 215 ) , 208 : 1 ;  Darien , Ga . , 189 6 . ]  

656 . And this o le man - he died a s innerman , but he had played cards up until 
about one o ' clock that night and he was found dead in b ed the next morning . So 
I don ' t  know what they kin do with it  - but when we went to the cemetery to bury 
this man , there were three women out there , out here in Ca1v ' ry cemetery . 

(Calvary cemet ery . )  
There was three women out there and each one o f  these women had a cigar b ox . 

But there ' s p eop le visits  the cemetery all the time and nobody pays no mind , s o  -
but these women was not p res entab l e  to be at the funeral , or out there expecting 
the funeral or anything , they was slack and s louchy . S o , right where I was 
standing the undertaker came and snat ched these b oxes from ' em , and say ,  "What 
do you wanta do ? kil l  everyb ody in Nor folk l " Well , then the p eople began t o  - I 
looked myself - he ' d  taken these b oxes and each one o f  these b oxes had dis dirt 
in it . Said [ s omeone ] you had to get dir t from a s inner man ' s  grave to do ever 
what was to be done . I don ' t know what it was . 

(I see - they were trying to get s ome of this dirt . )  
Yes , they had it . [Norfolk, Va . ,  (455) , 431 : 4 . ]  
65 7 . [Closely associated wi th graveyard dirt and also dangerous is gooIer 

dust .  Since descrip tions o f  this sub s tance are usually brief and inadequate ,  
I begin with an account by a doator : ]  
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An '  agin we carry de dus t wit us [p robably John the Conker ] ,  we carry d e  Adam 
and Eve root and whu t we call goo fer dust . 

(What is goofer dust? ) 
GOOPER DUST Goofer dus t is dust right from de cemetery , but it ' s gittin ' out 

from undah de footstone - whut ah mean , de foo tboard yo ' see . Yo ' 
go down undah dere an ' git de dus t  out from undah dere . Yo ' tie it  up an ' yo ' 
go tuh run - yo ' cross runnin ' watah an ' yo ' b less it in de watah . Yo ' carry it  
through de watah an ' de watah puts whut chew call a Chris tian spirit on it . An '  
yo ' carry dat an ' during de time yo ' gamblin ' yo ' keep s yore mind on de gamblin ' , 
it ' s  true , but chew let chure mind think about whut chew got - de dust in mah 
pocket . Think ab out yor e dus t .  Den luck will come . 

(Do you combine the dus t  with this Adam and Eve root? )  
No , dat ' s  separate . 
(This is s eparate . All you need is the goofer dus t for luck in gamb ling ? )  
Yes . 
(But you have to get it in a special way - from under the footboard of the 

grave? ) 
Yes suh . 
(Then you have to carry it through running water? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(You j ust carry this dus t  loose in your pocket ? )  [He had s aid , "Tie it  up . " ]  
Yo ' give it a sp irit of imag ination wonder - den y o ' carry it  in yore pocke t . 
[ So far as I can recall , this is my only examp le of  graveyard dirt b eing 

carried acros s running water - a b ri11ant operat ion , a daring use of the magic o f  
the contrary o r  oppos ite , b ecause everyone knows that the spirit in this grave 
yard dirt can not cross running water . Yet , if the doctor says , "You b l es s  i t  in 
de watah • • •  carry i t  through de watah • • •  de watah puts • • •  a Christian sp irit on i t , "  
that is j us t what happens . A doctor 's intention can violate any magi c  law in 
hoodoo or create a new law . This is actually a bap tismal rit e .  All graveyard 
dirt being o f  uncer tain sp iritual quality for our doctor , he gives i t  a Chris t ian 
spirit . Spirit  of imagination wonder = power = the primitive mana . ]  

(Now what about that Adam and Eve root? Do they use that in any special way 
for  luck in gamb ling ? )  

Well , yo ' use Adam an '  Ev e  root - chew carry it fo ' luck i n  gamb lin ' an ' luck 
in any kind a thing ; use it in anything , bus ines s or any thing . 

(How do you do that - j us t  carry i t  loose in your pocke t ? )  
No , - yo ' sews it i n  a 1i1 ' bag an ' carries it . I t ' s  put up 1ak a little 

fuzzy nut o f  some kind . [This is a hand . ] 
Now , when people talk of putting de goofer on yo ' ,  they do that to ei ther run 

yo ' or b r ing yo ' undah dere contro l .  Lotta people say , "Well , we ' l l goofer sech 
an ' sech a person because ah cares fo ' dem" - ' cause  dey care fo ' a p erson , 
prob 'b1y loves ' em an ' wants dem tuh b e  around all de t ime .  Lotta po ' people 
use dat word goofer. Dey has somebody workin ' fo ' ' em  pract ' lly all de time , 
settin '  up . Yo ' know it ' s  a 10tta people has a ole man settin '  around . He ain ' t  
f it t in '  fo ' nuthin ' but tuh work an ' dey j es '  wanta git whut suppor t dey kin git  
outa him , so dey puts de goofer dus t on him . Dey t ies him s o  he can ' t  gi t  away . 
He wants tuh go free yo ' s ee , but dat s tuf f is work in , on his cons cience an ' mind 
so strong so dat he j es ' hang all round dere . An ' dey g i t  dat goofer dus t tuh 
workin ' - prob 'b1y bury it undah de s tep , in de b ack yard or somewhere else . 
Conceal it  from him whe re he won ' t know nuthin ' about i t  an ' j es '  keep it  right 
dere , an '  long as dey hold it  dere dey got him .  [ Fayettevi lle , N . Car . , ( 1395) , 
2506 : 12 . ] 

658 . (Have lOU ever heard of goofer dus t ? )  
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Yes suh , ah ' ve heered tell of that . 
(What is i t  supp o sed t o  b e ? ) 
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Well , ah heer ed - it was a preacher pr eachin ' r ound town one t ime , dis t own 
now , by de n ame of [ So - and- S o ]  an ' he prac t i ce - he wus prac t i c in ' poot doatorin ' 
an ' he had people f ooled an '  dey thought he wus a prea cher . He had a big church 
down heah on mah s t r eet on Wes t S tr eet . 

So he had a chur ch down heah by de name of d e  T emp l e . So he wus a great 
preacher . He wus from some parts up No ' th .  Hi s name was [ S o- and- S o ] an ' s o  he 
t aken an ' he p racti ' l ly had all de wimmins in de church , pract i ' lly kep t him u� -
he wus buyin ' cars an ' rid in , round . 

An '  d is man an ' his wi fe dey go t o  dis chur ch ' cause he f igur ed dere wus some
thin ' good in dis man - he f igured there wus s omethin ' to dis man . 

We l l , him an ' his wife had severa l fus s es , an ' she went back an ' she went back 
an ' told dis p reacher ' b out i t . Well , dis preacher said , "We l l , "  s a id , " d at ' s  
all right . Ah ' ll f ix dat Up . 1 I S ay s , l Iyo '  come roun ' aft ah church tuhnigh t . "  

S o  she come on out from de church dat night an ' when she came out dere he tole 
her whut tuh do - had her tuh bring s ome salt ' long wit some sulphur an ' s ome 
turpen t ine . So she b rought dat s tu f f  tuh him an ' he tuk dis s tuf f an ' he gone 
to a graveyard dat night . S ome people had died in his church an ' he wen t to de 
graveyard an ' tuk s ome of de dirt f rom de we s t  side - d e  west side i s  dat way 
f rom de wes t s ide corner of de grave . He tuk dat an ' he fixed i t  all up int o  
j es '  s ome thin ' lak a powder . An '  h e  went - ah kn ow  dis fo r mah ownse lf , co ' se 
ah s t ayed roun '  der e  an ' ah seen him on de s t reet . An ' he went tuh dis man ' s  
house an ' sp rinkle dis s tuf f all round de po rch dat nex ' mawnin ' .  An ' he t o le 
d is woman , said , "Yo ' l e t  him come outdo ' s  f i rs t .  Don ' t  yo ' come out . 1 I See . 
Say , I ILet him g i t  outdo ' s  firs t . "  S o  he tuk dis s t u f f  an '  sprinkl ed it all r ound 
d e  front porch an ' on de s ide of de front p or ch - sprinkled it round ' nu f f  so he 
could walk in it when he come out . Well , he came out an ' he wa lked in dis stuff . 

We ll , he ' d  gone on tuh work an ' he come b a ck an ' dey had a b ig fus s  about i t . 
He t o l e  her dat he wus goin ' leave dis t ime . S o  on dat Thurs day nigh t  dey had a 
b ig fuss ab out i t  - dat he d i dn ' t  want her tuh g o  t o dat chur ch or s omep in othah . 
But i t  s eemed dat his m ind wus wand ering f rom whut he [ p reacher ] had done . So he 
tole her , s ay s , I IWel l ,  ah ' m  g o in '  leave heah - dis game wit de p reacher . So dat 
Friday mawnin ' he packed up his thing s an ' left . 

Af t ah d i s  pr eacher died out a [ le f t ] heah - i t ' s  b een ' b out a yeah ago - he 
died . Dey s t ayed ap art as long as dis pr eacher lived an ' a f t e r , a long while 
a f t ah de preacher died , den him an ' h i s  wife wus s t ay in ' tugethah r ight on P lum 
S t reet . 

(What did they call that s t uf f  that he sprinkl ed around ? )  
Well , he said it wus s ome kind of goofep dus t . Ah under s t ood dat he had 

turp en t ine an ' dis gpaveyard dipt an ' salt in i t . Three d i f f ' rent thing s he had 
thr ee or fo ' d i f f ' rent ar t icles he had mixed up in dat e 

( What did he sprinkle that around the p o rch for ? )  
He sp rinkled i t  r oun ' dere s o  he could break him an ' his wife up . 

[ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1413) , 254 1 : 6 . ] 
659 . (What is goofep dust ? )  
Dey tell m e  - now i f  - goofep dust i s  j es '  lak i f  yo ' have loved s omeb ody -

th is i s  whut they tell me , i f  yo ' loved ' em an ' they have died an ' b een dead fo r a  
number o f  yeahs , then yo '  goes t o  this graveyard whe re they ' s  b een buried an ' yo ' 
d i g  right down underneath dis b o ' d ,  or und ah - j es '  lak i t  was a r ock [ tombs tone ] 
dere o f  s ome kind . Yo ' g i t  the dus t f rom the re an ' yo ' sp r inkle i t  on yo ' j es ' 
lak yo ' d  wanta go fo ' s omeb ody . Then yo ' d  sprinkle i t  on the next person that 
chew wan t a  love . That wi l l  make them fall in love with yo ' . 
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(You get this dirt from under the he ads tone or the headb oard of the grave? ) 
Yes . Jes ' lak if  yo ' loved ' em ,  but 'yo ' have to be in love with ' em .  
(You goofer them you s ay .  [ I  am repeating what info rmant s aid while machine 

turned o f f . ] What do you mean by goofer them? ) 
Well , ah don ' know dat e 
( I f  I want ed to goofer s omeb ody , what does that mean? ) 
Yo ' d  have tuh git this dus t - now dey t ell me . 
( Well , is  that doing them good or doing them harm? ) 
We ll , yo ' d  be making them love yo '  - see , j es '  lak somebody dat chew had loved 

has died an ' then yo '  -
(Put a goofer on you . [Again I repeat what was s aid while machine of f . ]  What 

does that mean? ) 
Dat means dat ' s  chew be in love wit me - j es '  lak i f  ah would wanta make yo ' 

love me , den ah ' d  have tuh cont inue j es '  keep it on yo ' .  
(Do the people around here in Fayet t eville ever speak about putting the goofer 

on you ? ) 
Yes . 
(Were you born around here ? )  
Yessuh , ah wus born in [ something ] .  
[ I  am rather insis tent and not too satis fied . ] 
(Because that is s omething that I never heard of in any other part of the 

country . It  seems to be j us t  the usual thing around here . ) 
Yes . [ I  comment at a later date , " I  want more evidence for this . " ] 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 1 ) , 2496 : 8 . ] 
660 . Well , dey s ay for ninstance , dat you go to de cemetery and de firs t 

seven grave dey come t o ,  at de foot of  de seventh grave , dey git  down about 
seven inches and get out some of de dus t .  See . Den you take i t  home and put it  
into some s alt and den you make seven s tep s into de home . 

( Into whose home? ) 
De home dat you wanta put de bad luck on , see . And den you b egin de seven 

s t ep s  back you begin sprinkling yo ' [your ] whut dey call goofer dus t .  See , dat ' s  
de beginning o f  de hard luck. 

An '  den to  offset i t  i t ' s  practi ' lly de same way . 
(How do they do that ? )  
I t ' s  de same graveyard dus t ,  see , t o  offset it . And den t o  make i t  s tronger , 

why you put s s alt into de four corners of de home and you make a wish to each 
corner and name dem o You see , dat ' s  where you have salt . 

And den some people dey s o much susp icious towards salt dat dey won ' t  loan 
s alt . I myself , you know , I won ' t  loan salt . I ' d rather give you a nickel and 
let cha buy s ome salt . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 5 5 ) , 69 1 : 18 . ] 

661 . Dat ' s  whut we cal l dat graveyard clay , goofer dus t .  
(You mean that ' s  what you call it down here ? ) 
Yes sir . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1306) , 2211 : 1 . ] 
662 . They take graveyard dirt , they s ay ,  and make goofer dus t  out of i t  and 

gave you a lingering cough . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , ( 438) , 5 58 : 5 . ] 
663 . Graveyard dirt and different things mixed together is goo fer dust . 

[Mobile , Ala . , ( 666) , 87 6 : 9 . ] 
664 . I t ' s  suppose to be dirt come out de bur ' in ' groun ' . An '  yo ' git little 

roots right from the root o f  a tree in de bur ' in '  gr oun ' - j i s ' cut de roo t o f f  
de tree . An '  yo ' take an ' keep dat an ' let it  git  kin ' a  ole , yo ' know . Yo ' take 
dat an ' ball it up lak dat [demons trates ] .  

(Grind it up by rubb ing i t  in your hands . )  
An '  yo ' take it [wi th the graveyard dirt ] an ' den you sprinkle it  right  roun ' 
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de front cher [ someone ' s ]  hous e an ' yo ' [ that person ] have b ad luck . That ' s  
goofer dust .  [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 61) , 29 6 : 8 . ] 

665 . (What is goofer dus t ? )  
Well , goofer - dis s tuff a graveyard dirt , red pepp ah an ' b lack peppah . Ah 

call all dat stuff - yo ' kin git  a snail an ' powder him - all of ' em goofer dus t .  
(Why do they call i t  goofer? ) 
Call it  goofer - it  do things dat yo ' cain ' t  j is '  ordinary things can do . 

[Lit t le Rock , Ark . , ( 89 7 ) , 1468 : 12 . ]  
666 . They claim they ' ll make it  from bones , dried bones f rom people . 

call it  goofer dust at home . They sprinkle a lit tle goofer dus t  in your 
and you ' re sure goin '  wrong . [ Snow Hi l l ,  Md . ,  ( 8 3 ) , 1 : 8 ;  Nansemond Co . , 

6 67 . Ratt lesnake dus t . You know , if  the rat tlesnake die in the dus t 
shed? ] you sprinkle that all around and moving powder. 

(They call that goofer dus t ,  rat t lesnake dus t ? )  
I t ' s  a ratt lesnake dus t .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 80 4 ) , 1130 : 7 . ] 

They 
t racks 
Va . ] 
[ snake 

668 . They claim they take serpents heads and grind them up and powder them up 
and they supposed to  bury that under your doorstep . That ' s  goofer dus t .  That ' s  
supposed to cunjure you . You ' re supposed to walk over that . [Warrenton , Va . , 
( 3 6 ) , Ed . ] 

669 . (Goofer dus t  is what ? )  
Jest a - yo ' see yo ' git  a snake - yo ' kin take a rattlesnake an ' dry his haid 

up , pound it up , an ' den yo ' kin go to wo rk an ' us e dat as goofer dus t .  Ki ll 
anybody . [Waycross , Ga . , (107 4 ) , 1 7 3 7 : 9 . ] 

6 7 0 . (Goofer dust - what is  goofer , what is that ? )  
Goofer dust is snake haid , s corpion haid , lizard haid - lis t en ,  snake haid 

dus t ,  scorpion dus t  an ' lizard dus t .  Dat ' s  whut yo ' call goofer dus t .  Yo ' git 
them things an ' yo ' kill ' em  an ' yo ' cut de haids off an ' yo ' dry that . After 
yo ' dry that , yo ' powder that up . That ' s  whut dey call goofer dus t .  

(Do the peop le around here talk about put ting the goofer on you ? )  
Yes . 
(What do they mean by that ? )  
Well , dey mean do yo ' harm - when de say goofer dey mean do yo ' harm . Dey 

don ' mean tuh do nuthin ' good t o  yo ' . 
(That ' s  j us t  doing you harm ; they want to  goofer you? ) 
Yeah , dat ' s  j es '  doin ' yo ' any kinda harm . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 6 ) , 

253 2 : 4 . ] 
6 7 1 . Ah have heard that goofer dus t is j es '  diff ' rent roots for whatevah 

kinda work it is yo ' want ed tuh do or anything bad ; dat ' s  de kind o f  roots dat 
chew would git . Dere ' s  s ome kinda roo t - devi l grass root . 

( I t  has no other name ? )  
N o  othah name . Take devi l grass an ' snake ' s  head an ' grind it up togethah an ' 

make a powder out of it . See , fo ' ins tance , if yo ' wanted tuh hurt s omeone or 
somep in o thah lak dat , an ' sprinkle it  in d ey hat , de b andin ' of dey hat . I t  
would run ' em blind . D o  different things with i t . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1507 ) , 
2 6 7 5 : 6 . ] 

6 7 2 . (What is goofer dus t � ) 
Well , now yo ' take goofer dus t - dat ' s  j es t  whut chew might call cunjuration , 

j es t  lak yo ' take a snake shed . Yo ' know snake shed . Yo ' take dat snake shed 
an ' yo ' put it up s omewhere where it wi ll dry - git right good an ' dry . An ' yo ' 
t ake it an ' pound it  up - j es t  pound it up . Well , now yo ' kin take dat an ' 
sp rinkle it ovah anything - anything a person eat or drink . Well , yo ' s ee , 
dat ' s  puttin ' goofer dus t in 'em - dat ' s  whut chew call de goofer dust .  

Jest lak a man go out hunt in , a j ob - walk up where a b ig work gwine on , 
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"Wanta s ee de b o s s . "  S ays , "Well , ah ' m  de boss heah . "  All righ t , yo ' walk up 
to him , "How are yuh , Cap tain ? "  S ay ,  "All r ight . "  

S ays , "Cap t ain , ah ' m  lookin ' fa ' a j ob . "  
We ll , he might answer , "We l l , whut kin yo ' do? " 
"Well , Cap t ain , ah kin do s o-an ' -s o . "  He migh t be fulled out . 
"Well ,  ah ' m  kinda ful led out . "  
But yet an ' s t ill yo ' got s ome dis goo fer dust righ t  on wit chew . S ee , yo ' 

kin take dis goofer dust an ' yo ' kinda rub i t  on yore hand dat-a-way , rub b ack 
yore ear , back of yor e ears thr ee times .  Walk righ t  up to h im regard les s to how 
many mens he got . He g ain ' give yo ' a j ob - if yo ' don ' t s t ay dere but three 
days he gain ' g ive yo ' a j ob ,  he can ' t let chew pas s . 

(You say thi s  goofer dus t is j us t  a snake shed ground up . )  
Jes t  a snake shed . [ Almos t anything i s  pos s ib le b ut snake-shed dust is mos t 

unusual when s eeking a j ob . ] [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 109 7 ) , 1769 : 1 . ] 
6 7 3 . Goofer dust is dus t from any live insect . [ Charl es ton , S .  Car . , ( 509 ) , 

5 70 : 3 . ] 
674 . (Do these p e op le talk ab out goofer dust down h er e ?  In New Orl eans what 

is it supp o s ed to b e ? ) 
We ll , ah tell yo ' ,  i t ' s  s o  many things kin answer in de p l ace of i t  - ah 

wouldn ' t  wanta t ell yo ' no s t ory . 
(Any kind o f  dus t is goofer dust ? )  

Ye s , any kinda s tuff lak dat in hoodooism i s  d e  goofer dust . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 1 566) , 2871 : 7 . ] 

675 . (What is goofer dust ? )  
Goofer dus t?  Well , goofer dust is j us t  - i t  j us t  a kind that peop le use .  At 

any t ime you use anything from hoodoo - s ome call i t  hoodoo , s ome call i t  goofer . 
But anything [ any t ime ] that you use a dus t  that you use t o  sprinkle - like i f  
y o u  come to m e  and s ay ,  "I ' m  upsetted i n  my home it seems like th ings ain ' t  go ing 
righ t . I want you to give me s omething to sprinkl e my home wi th ,  se e  i f  I can 
bring peace . "  Wel l , I ' ll give you some thing that you go int o  your house . I give 
you anyth ing to s crub , that wou ld caus e peaceful power . Well , you j us t  t ake that 
and sprinkle it round . Peop le call that goofer dust . Wel l , that j us t  the common 
t erm they got - the term th at is ordinary used is hoodoo . [New Or leans , La . , 
( 82 8 ) , 1 218 : 1 . ] 

6 76 .  (What do they call goofer dust ? )  
We ll , you can get stee l dust - mos t ly any dus t , you unders tand , th at you mix . 
( They call that goofer dust ? )  

Yes s i r , dat ' s  the meaning o f  goofer dust . [New Or leans , La . , (822) , 1187 : 7 . ] 
6 7 7 .  Dat ' s  s omep in de same thing dat ah have j es '  told yo ' - whut chew make 

�, peppah an ' salt . 
( That ' s  all goofer dust - any kind o f  dus t ? )  
Yeah , any kind o f  dust . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 261 ) ,  2144 : 5 . ] 
6 7 8 . Take that charcoal - brick dus t  and char co al . You know , anyth ing you 

beat up and make a dust out of i t , that goofer dust. 
( I  see . )  [Vi cksb urg , Mi ss . , (538) , 1009 : 8 . ]  
679 . That ' s  j is '  th is fine dirt . 
(Gooier dust i s  almos t anything put down . )  

Anything that would be to have inf luence - like you get from dis dirt dauber 
nes t and de pepper I told you about and mix i t  up , that would b e  goofer dus t .  

(Well ,  what i s  goofer supposed t o  b e ? ) 
What they mean i s  to make you goofy . 
( Oh ,  i t ' s  goofy dust ? )  
S o  now , s ay ,  for ins tance I want you t o  los e your memory , i f  you were going 
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to court or something with [ agains t ]  me - it  would get you where so you would 
prob ' b ly forget what you ' s  talking ab out . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 650) , 844 : 2 . ]  

680 . (What is goofer dus t ? )  

2 2 7  

Oat ' s  whut yo ' also buy from one of dos e order houses , yo ' see . I t ' s supposed 
tuh put whut chew might call tricks on a person . Oat ' s  supposed to  b e , aftah yo ' 
ob tain it , put it  in de mattress of a person where dat dey have tuh s leep on , an '  
yo ' supposed t o  j is '  go away - j is ' pine away . [Memph is , Tenn . , ( 9 15) , 1482 : 8 . ] 

681 . I have heard that cunjuPe doctors put goofer dus t in your shoes to put 
affliction on you and sometimes i t  causes you t o  havp. a b ad foot , a sore foot . 
It ' ll never be  healed , a swelling or something , unles s you go to another cunjupe 
doctor. And he will give you another dust suppos ed to fight this dus t and try to 
get it  out o f  your sys tem . [Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 18) , Ed . ; from Goldsb oro , N .  Car . ] 

682 . The way I have heard i t , that a hoodoo bag is a b ag that one carries and 
i t  contains a dus t called goofer dust ,  and whatever they put i t  on they can 
conquer . Some wear it  in their b osom and some in their pocket . They get these 
goofer bags from root doctors or cunjupe doctors . You give them a certain sum 
of money . S ome ca ll them roots , some call them rabb it ' s  foot . Some peop le wear 
these roots around their legs somet imes f or luck . [Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 18) , Ed . ]  

683 . Yo ' take de dus t  from a ant hill an ' sprinkle i t  on anyb ody , it wi ll 
make dem be  in bad condition an ' g ive 'em b ad luck , b ecause a ant will rust Le 
fo ' his food . Well , dey will pract i ' lly git  lazy an ' dey won ' t try tuh feed 
demselfs . [Here is contrary or opposite magi c . ]  Oat always keep dem from han ' 
tuh mouth all de time . Dey nevah has any thin ' . 

(You t ake that dirt from the ant bed - out o f  the ground . )  
Jes ' de dirt from de ants  - j es '  lak , yo ' know how dey is , weaves up dere 

dirt aroun ' dere little hole . We ll , yo ' j es '  rakes dat dirt into a piece of  
papah or on a p iece of  pasteb o ' d  an ' take an ' put i t  in a cloth an ' carry it  on 
wi t chew .  Wherevah anybody is doin ' f ine , doin ' well in life , throw dat dirt 
an ' dat start s  dem tuh travelin ' .  [Here is similar (sympathet ic)  magic - ants 
travel , your vic tim travels . ]  Dey j es '  continue tuh goin ' an ' always wi ll b e 
from hand tuh mouth an ' nevah has anything . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 1 5 3 7 ) , 2 7 7 8 : 12 . ] 

684 .  [Because some o f  the preceding goofer dust was made from heads o f  
snakes , s corpions and lizards (Nos . 668-6 7 0 ) , he re i s  the p lace to include a 
similar dus t or powder - one creat ing Live things in you .  The b asis  f o r  these 
b eliefs is man ' s ages-old ob s ervation that live things get int o  his b ody as well 
as the b odies of  animals : ]  

I re ' lly be lieve dat , in a way , because - now , you take a snake , blood from a 
snake or rep tile or scorpion or lizard , and if i t  lay in you long ' nuf f ,  I re ' lly 

b elieve dat i t ' ll  form . I t ' ll form and come to live thing 
LIVE THINGS IN YOU j es '  like a egg will hatch . I f  you keep de egg long enough 

it ' ll  trans form from a egg to a live chicken , if you keep it 
warm . And I b elieve dat b lood o f  de serp ent will , if  you git  it in you , it ' ll 
lodge in you ; but consequently [ s ubsequently ]  it  might pass on through you and 
not lodge in you . But I b elieve if it wi ll lodge in you , i t ' ll trans form , ' cause 
if a snake bite  a dog and af ter while you happen to kill dat dog , dat dog will 
have a - I ' m talkin ' ab out now what [I hear ] , I ain ' t talking about what some
body say , I ' m  t alkin ' about what I seen - dat dog wi l l  have a whole lot of little 
snakes round his livah , little somepin like snake worms . S ee . And dey say dat ' s  
' cause de snake done b i t  de dog s o  much and dere so many worms dat ' cumulated 
roun ' his livah dat de dog died . See . Well , dat affection from de snake bite 
wen t  to his livah , see . We cured de snake b ite on his leg - you could see it -
but dey couldn ' t cur e i t  on his livah . And dat whut de people say ,  if a dog died 
from snake b i ttin ' s o  much , "An ' you all cured de snake b ite  b ut you cut him open 
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and see h is l ivah is full o f  snakes . "  Wel l , I believe dat i f  a person would 
git any part o f  a snake , b lood or any thing in you , i f  i t  git to s tay in you , I 
believe it would ' coomulat e .  [ Richmond , Va . , ( 346)  , 38 8 : 1 . ] 

6 85 .  Ah was belonging to de HousehoLd of Ruth and ah was goin ' dere to  make 
some candidates we d id . Ah was their wardes s  - that was , turning folks in , git  
de p as s  an ' turn ' em in . Well , de lady dat was in der e  she was keeping b ooks -
secretary . Well , by me knowing how to write better than her , dey moved me from 
that do '  an ' put me secretary . An '  she got mad wit me about it . Den wh ils t ah 
was in d e  entry room , dey sent me dere to help fix dose candidates . Well , after 
ah did dat ah seen her wi t mah shoes , though ah d idn ' t  think anything o f  i t . 

(Where were your shoes then ? )  
They were a t  the chair where ah go t up from t o  g o  t o  the entryroom . 
(You had your shoes o f f ? )  
Ah ' d  taken d em  off  b ecause mah f ee t  was worn out from working all day and 

walking there dat night . An ' when ah put mah shoes on -
(Why d idn ' t  you say someth ing to her when you saw her with your shoes ? )  
Ah d idn ' t  s ay anything ' cause ah didn ' t  think anything - she was talking ' bout 

de shoe - her and dis ole man - o le-t imey man - ole aunjupating [man ] - was 
talking about de shoe being a cute-made shoe . So when ev ' ry thing was ovah , dey 
had this fes t ival downs tairs for the help of the lod ge . So ah ' d  gone down and 
all de b alance when dey turned out up dere , we went down to de tab les . 

(This Sistep Ruth business is  the female s ide of the Odd Fel lows ? )  
Yes , s ir . An '  ah got down [ took ill ] there - after dat was over and ah ' d  gone 

out to git in de car [ s omeone was taking her home ] then ah took de chill . Wel l , 
af ter the chill was over ah begun , yo ' know , throwing up . Mah head ached all 
through dere . We ll , ah woke up next mawnin ' with a fever . Well , ah had de 
fever five days . An' af ter dat mah legs  swoled about dat large an ' mah foot -
not but one - was about d is high . I t  shine lak g lass . Den i t  be came p i-ded 
[ pied ] - j es t  like a snake - brown and clar-wat er-Iooking - p ided . 

(Di f ferent colors . )  
Well , dis ole man came ' long while ah hobb led to de mailbox - half crawl ed an ' 

got down dere to gi t  mah mail , and he s ai d ,  he s ays , "Daught er whut ' s  de matt er ? "  
(This wasn ' t  the same old man that was a t  the lodge? ) 
No sir , hit was one dat always went to cure dose things . He j es t  askin ' me 

whut ' s  de mat ter , an ' he s aid , "Well , ah ' m goin ' g ive you something that chew kin 
git  somebody that chew got confidence in to make you some tea to  b ath that laig , 
an ' ' tween now an ' de morning you ' ll see whut ' s  in it . 

(Tell me j us t  how this tea was made . )  
Well , she [ a  woman made the tea ] tuk i t  an ' put i t  in a li ttle pot about dat 

h igh - de weed . 
(What did she make it of? ) 
Well , ah didn ' t know mahse lf - he g ive me de weed , yo ' know , but dey called 

it  John de Conker , but ah didn ' t  know i t , an ' she made de t ea .  
(Just out of this one thing ? )  
Dat one bunch o f  weeds [ prob ably more than one kind of root ] , and give me tuh 

bath mah feet and bath i t  three t imes , ' fore de sun got tuh s et . Then , when de 
sun begun tuh se t ,  he tole me tuh t el l  her to throw i t  [ toward ] de sunset , an ' 
ah ' d  see befo '  day whut was in dat leg . 

(You had to bathe that leg before the sun set . Then what do you do? ) 
When it begun tuh s et , throw de water out . An '  she throwed it  fo r me - ah 

couldn ' t  walk then , ah had to stay where ah b ath-ed i t  at . An ' dat night ' bout 
two ' c lo ck she woke me up an ' ah crawled t o  de fireplace and blowed up a ligh t  
wit some mat ches - made u p  a light and looked down an ' de re were five - looked 
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lak young dirt daubers but dey were log s awyers - dey had dat l it t le brown tip 
on der haids , flat , an ' ah took a little  white rag an ' th row ' em in de fire . 

We ll , Dr . Jedge Hopper [M . D . ? ]  - ah sent fo ' him an ' he came an ' put me s ome 
medicine on dere an ' - it  was red as b lood - an ' tole me tuh wrap it  up . An '  de 
next morning when ah got up dem places where them thing s was healed together , an ' 
from that on , why they begin tuh heal . 

[Here is the perfect si tuat ion to help a pers on b e  hoodooed - a tired woman , 
excited and important by lodge promo t ion , s ees the displaced and hos tile woman 
ho lding the shoe while talking to a well-known aunju�ting man. No rmal ly this 
would have caus ed a suspicion if no t a fear , but the f lattery about the cute
made shoe , the s econd compliment of the evening deceived her . Our tired woman 
goes downs t airs and overeats and vomits . There was no o ther exp lanat ion - she 
had been hoodooed . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 9 6 : 10 . ] 

686 . This was in Washing ton [D . C . ] ,  and this man was from King Georg e [ Co . , 
Va . ] ,  and he marr ied a woman from Washing t on ,  and he had lots of  g irl friends . 
And after he was married he s tarted home with his wi fe to King George . And she 
was well , perfectly well when she lef t Washington on the boat as they thought , 
and when they went to get  off  the boat at the whar f they had to bring her o f f . 
And she went to his home and l ived a month and nineteen days and then died . And 
after she was s trouded [shrouded ] and laid out , a water dog crawled out of her-
mouth al ive , and her son killed it . Some o f  thos e women [ in Washington ]  did it . 
Of  cours e some o f  them done i t . [ Frederi cksb urg , Va . , ( 7 1 ) , Ed . ; in 1901 . ] 

6 87 . Well , they t ake a snake , whatsoever it b e  - i f  they put a snake in you , 
i t ' ll be a snake ; i f  you g i t  a frog , i t ' ll be a frog ; if a bug , why it ' ll b e  a 
bug . Well , I ' ve s een ' em git  de bugs , frogs and snakes , put ' em on a tin and 
burn ' em up .  And after you burn ' em  up , you take de bone from de snake and dat 
frog ,  you know , mash dat ashes up and make a powder out of it . And they ' ll put 
dat in your whiskey or in your tea or in your co ffee or whatsoever they kin git  
i t  in , j is '  s o  they kin g i t  it in you . And nine day after it  git  in  you , you ' ll 
beg in to  feel a little  pain aroun ' yor e s t omach , and dat s tuff  begin to be full 
o f  germs . And if you don ' t  git  s omepin and g i t  it  out right away , ins ide twenty
nine day you ' ll b egin to pass thes e bugs and frogs and snakes . 

(How can you get  that out ? )  
Why , you kin git si lkweed [= milkweed ] .  You t ake that s ilkweed wi t a quart of 

wat er and you boil it and you put that turpent ine in i t . [Wilmingt on ,  N .  Car . , 
( 22 3) , 2 15 : 1 . ] 

688 . It  was years before I could stand to have anyb ody tell it to me . Years 
ago [ 1896 ] there was a woman that had s omething that began to move in the s ide of 
her leg and she went on for days and weeks and f inally it went into months . And 
it  seems that the moving became larger . Fir s t  the doctor s aid that i t  was her 
blood . And then they kept wait ing . And then the woman s aid , "Why does my b lood 
move in this p art i cular place and does not move anywhere else? " So she b athed 
i t , rubbed i t . And they did everything they knew . Finally , i t  got  s o  large that 
you could see the shape o f it j us t  ab ove her ankle .  They began t o  b ind certain 
chemicals to her leg whi ch seemed to weaken the movement of whatever it was . So 
they p oult iced it wi th things that blist ered the skin and b ound it very t ight 
above . And all o f  a sudden one morning when she woke there was a li t tle snake 
on her bed that had come out of  her leg from where the b lis ter was made . Then 
the doctor came and inves t ig at ed .  But he [M . D . ] never liked t o  admi t to the 
conj urat ion . While the o lder people that had been working on i t  told him that 
it was s omething that had b een put on her leg by a wit ch .  They say that that was 
really true . I could have s een the pers on . Another occasion [a differ ent s tory ], 
pretty much like that , where the lizard came out of the end o f  the woman ' s  toe . 
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Either of  these things I could have seen in S outh Caro lina , i f  I had j us t  gone to 
the next li ttle town .  [New York City , ( 10) , Ed . ; informant from Orangeburg Co . ,  
S .  Car . ] 

689 . I wus hurt in b eer . I had a snake put in me . Whur e  it s tret ch out , 
it ' s from mah knee up by mah adam [ ab domen ] . An '  he would quiver . An ' his haid 
wus near ' bout b ig as mah f is ' . You could see it plainly . Mah f ather taken me 
from here to Coving ton , Louis iana . We met a ole Indian man out dere by de name 
of Gill [ or Magill ] .  He went in de country , h e  got a whole lot of  peppah grass 
called de shoutin ' pussy . [ This is surely the shepherd ' s-pur se (Capse ZZa bursa
pastoris ) ,  an ' introduced herb from Europe , bearing pouch1ike pods . ]  Dey taken 
de root of dat , dey b oil dese . Dey b oil b lackberry root b r ier , poke salad root 
brier , bramb le root - dat comes in a big root near ' b out big  as d is fing ah here . 
Dey boil dat togethah . Dey bathe me in dat e Af t ern dey taken me out of i t , d ey 
taken dese pine tags - you git dat pine s traw wh ile it ' s  green - an ' dey wrap 
mah whole side up in dat e [Pine tags are leaves (needles) and usually mean new 
growth . ]  Den he went to de drug store an ' he got b itter aloes , he got  bitter 
apple . He put dat bit ter app le in whiskey an ' he gave it  to me with lodes tone 
an '  a lit t le gunpowder . He gave me a b ig dose of dat e De next two or th ree days 
I don ' t  know whut de nex ' stuf f h e  gave me , but anyway i t wus red [bloodroo t ? ] . 
An ' I passed dat thing in a s lop j ar ,  an ' i t  wus somep in like a - i t  had no skin 
on it - like a snake . I t  j is '  seem somepin like a j elly , but it was long when 
dey taken i t  out de s lop j ar .  [New Orleans , La . , (802 ) , 1120 : 1 . ] 

690 . An ' then it ' s  a snake . Why , yo ' kin ki ll a snake an ' put de snake out 
an ' let him dry where it ' s  real hot . Yo ' don ' t  have tuh bake the snake an ' g i t  
the powder an ' put it i n  wat er or a person eat it . In nine days it will turn to 
a snake . If  it ' s  in yo ' , why there ' ll b e  a live snake in yo ' .  An '  aftah de 
snake gits grown ,  why he will crawl around in yo ' - he usually go  to yor e  throat 
an ' choke yo ' tuh death . 

Bu t now it is a way tuh git that snake out of yo ' .  Yo ' take yo ' some - yo ' 
git  chew some g reen chinab er ries an ' yo ' boil it an ' make a tea out of it . 

(You mean the leaves - j us t the berr ies on that little chinaberry tree? ) 
Uh-huh - an ' sulphur . Lemme see , dere ' s  de chinab erries an ' yo ' make a tea 

of it . Yo ' strain this watah of f it an ' yo ' puts this sulphur in it - an ' 
b 1ackroot ; yo ' boil de chinab erry an ' de b lackroot together an ' yo ' s tr ain it . 
Then yo ' put this sulphur in it an ' a pers on kin take it  an ' i t will tear dis 
snake all tuh pieces an '  cause ' em  to pas s i t  - or yo ' kin heave it  up or yo ' 
kin pass i t  otherwise . That will g i t  the snake out of  yo ' .  [ Faye t t eville , N .  
Car . , ( 1390) , 249 2 : 4 . ] 

69 1 .  I f  you get snake dust inside of you , in twenty-four hours you ' ll have 
live snakes in you . [ This mus t be record t ime ! ] [Princess Anne , Md . , ( 132) , 
49 : 4 . ] 

69 2 .  O f  course , I ' ve heard o f  many things , b ut I know o f  one r eal happening , 
myself . 

(Will you t ell it  to me? ) 
Well , in 19 18 I was in Darlington , South Carolina . 
(Darlington . ) 
South Carolina . And there was a woman there - i t  seems that she had run with 

another womart ' s  husband . See . And this woman [wife ] located her where she lived 
and she came up - she wasn ' t  very far from where I was stopping - and when she 
came to this house this woman r an ,  you see , and t old the girl that was there , 
told her she was near . S o  she came in and she s tops and s aid she ' d  s i t  down 
there and said she was going to wait for her awhile . Where she sit  down there , 
this woman ' s  trunk was there and it  was open . So she asked the girl  in the 
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house , she s aid , "Whose nice clothes ? "  And the girl tells her they was Miz ' 
Dower ' s  • • •  

Yes , I ' m  f rom there [North Carolina ] too - Wilming ton . 
( I  see . Oh , you ar e from Wilmington? ) 

231  

Uh-huh , from Wilmington heah , but I went f rom here down to Darlington - it ' s  
my home . 

( Oh , Darlington ' s  your home? ) 
l�-huh , I went right in 19 18 . S o , this woman put her hand in this t runk . 

Then she gets up and leaves . We ll , we heard of the happening s of this woman 
put t ing on these clo the s after the woman left . She dres sed and she went down 
town and she - we ll , she j us t  s tripp ed herself down town . S o  the whole town -
it was small town , so  i t  j us t  sp readed all at once . S o  j us t  the day b e fore I 
was leaving , I s ays , "Wel l ,  I ' m going to s ee for mys elf . I heard s o  much . "  So  
I wen t . And she had s omething live in her leg . I t  was really in there and she 
had a dime t ied - you know how people wears a dime round their leg on a s tring . 
Well , she would pat her leg up in the knee - about the flesh part of her calf 
and that thing would s t raighten out and move and g o  down that leg and whils t it  
would be going under the st ring , i t  wou ld draw the s t ring so  tight that the dime 
would j us t  f lap over , over , over , like that [ demons t rates ] .  They had doctors to 
her and they didn ' t  do any good . So  then they s en t  and got a man , a o ld hoodoo 
doctor , and he asked everyb ody come in her house would they b ring him a dime . 
[ The doctor was taking up a free-will offering . ]  And he had sulphur and sweet 

milk and something - I don ' t  know what , but that ' s what he give her to drink , he 
s aid to keep the thing f rom going any further up until he could ki ll it . Well , 
I left there the next day - I didn ' t  get to see that b efore I left . And I went 
down and seen that part and that was all I s een about that . Now , what become of 
her - I know they was to operate  on that l eg ,  b ut I don ' t  know when becaus e  I 
were 1eavin ' . S o  I j us t  lef t . [Norfolk ,  Va . , ( 4 5 5 ) , 430 : 3 . ] 

6 9 3 . I f  somebody wants tuh grow a snake into yo ' ,  dey gits  de blood of a 
snake an ' let i t  dry into de haid an ' j es ' sprinkle it into s omep in to eat . 
Well , yo ' eat dat s tuf f an ' it goes down into yore sys tem ;  well , dat b ound to 
bring little snakes . 

We ll , now ah ' m  goin ' t ell yo ' whut will kill dat . Yo ' go into de woods an ' 
git  chew some rat t lesnake mas ter , a little b i t  of sulphur an ' some whiskey , an ' 
yo ' s t eep it . Yo ' give ' em dat . Well , dat makes ' em vomit i t  up - we ll , dey 
vomi t s  dose snakes up . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 7 ) , 2419 : 2 . ] 

694 . [ Snake b lood was formerly much used in cunjuration (No . 4 ,  p . 4) , 
esp ec ially b lood dripp ing down through the tail . So common was this practice 
that they s ay the snakes o f  Currituck County , North Carolina , have no tails 
b ecause cunjuremen cut all of them o f f . I heard this from Madam Gri ffith (see 
my int ervi ew of  her or Index) , born in Curr ituck and a large girl when the Civil 
War beg an . ] 

69 5 . You go t o  the drug store , they go t  what you call dried t adpo les there 
and if you get them internal , they ' ll come to life and br eed there and you ' ll 
have to go to a aunjure t o  get them out . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 44 ) , Ed . ]  

69 6 .  I can tell you about my mother . My mother was fi�ed eight een months 
suf fering with the s t omach trouble . The doctors that attended her , they couldn ' t  
do her no good . Her oldes t b oy went up in G lous t er [County , Va . ]  and seen a 
doctor which was a root doctor . And when he [ son ] came home he [doctor ] looked 
at my mother and he told her her sickness wasn ' t  natural [see No . 64 7 ] . He [ son ] 
said it  mus t b e  [ true ] b ecause the doctor said s o .  He [ doctor] goes to  work and 
gave her a little pill . She taken this pill and swallowed it and water b ehind 
it , and in a few minutes there came what you call a sea net t le she vomited . 
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There came a l i t t l e  sma ll thing that looked like a snake . I t  was a b owl he 
[ doctor ] had , a g lass b owl and when she go t t o  vomiting j us t  ab out two and one
half inches deep , the s tuff in this sea nett le looked like wo rms . She g o t  well . 
She lived ab out twelve years longer . He g o t  f ive do l lars . [Old Point C omfort , 
Va . , ( 32 ) , Ed . ;  on Gwinn I s l and , Va . ,  190 8 . ] 

6 9 7 . Her f i rs t husb and ' s  s i s t er had two daught er s  and this young er g ir l  
married . B u t  wh en she married thi s  young man there was quit e a b it o f confus ion .  
They didn ' t  want her t o  marry th is young man , s o  she marri ed th is man any way . 
And a f t er s ome cons iderab le t ime ev eryb ody though t she was pregnan t , b ut sh e 
s t ayed r ight under the care o f  a phys ic ian . And she didn ' t  s eem t o  rev ive , � 
the physician j us t  gave her up . S o  her mother g o t  very int eres t ed in her , sh e 
g o t  in teres t ed . So she went to th is same woman down in [ Augus t a ]  Georg i a . An d  
when she took th is g i rl to this doctor [ recommend ed b y  the Augus ta woman ] it was 
t oo la t e  th at nigh t for her to s e e him ,  so of course they had to go over unt il 
the next morning . 

So the next morning they went again to call on him . S o  he said t o  th is girl , 
he s aid , "Well , you ' re in righ t b ad shape , "  h e  s aid , tlb ut you ' ll have to eat 
b r eakfas t with me this morning . "  S o  he g ot an egg and he b roke this egg , and he 
put th e whi t e  of it in one d ish and the yo lk in ano ther . And he wh ipped this 
[wh i t e  of the ] egg up to a froth and he t ook something and shook over it . She 
s ays she though t it was salt . Sh e don ' t know what in th e wor ld it was . And he 
s aid , "Now , you eat th i s  and I ' ll wat ch this " - he ' s  speakin g o f  th e yolk o f  the 
egg . He handed th is p late to the g ir l , and a fork , and to ld her to eat it . She 
at e that and he wat ched the eg g [yo lk ] . And wh en she had f in ished eat ing th is 
white of the egg , why th is yolk had turned as wh ite as th e white was . S o  he s aid 
to her then , he s ays , "How do you feel now? " She said , "We l l , I ' m  not hurting 
l ike I was , b u t  I don ' t  feel very good . "  So she leant over and he s ays , "What ' s  
the mat t er ? "  She s ay ,  " I ' m  having such cramp s . "  S o  she said t o  him , she s aid , 
" I ' l l hav e  to go to the b athr oom . " So he rung his b e l l  and a woman came in . S o  
he turned around and got a s anitary p late - one o f  these paper p lates - and g ive 
her and t o ld her , "Now , you use this ins t ead of the connnode . You use th is . "  So 
she took that . 

And she s aid when sh e went to her s e l f  and her b owe ls pa s s ed , this p late was 
j us t  piled up with long and short warms [worms ] , j us t  as long as one could s tay 
on there . And he told her in the meantime , he s aid , "Now you watch your action . " 
So she went on out and th at was the result s f rom the med icine . S o  then she went 
b ack again to him . She told him .  And he s aid , "We l l , you d idn ' t  g et frigh t en ed 
did j eh ? "  She s aid to him , she s ay , "I ' m  s o  nervous , "  she s ay , " I  never saw any
th in g like that . "  And he said , "We ll , "  he s ay ,  "you ' r e in b ad shape . But a f t er 
you were ab l e  t o  pass those warms [wo rms ] , "  he s aid , "now I can cure you . " S o  he 
gave her some med icine . 

And she ' s  a perfectly we l l  woman today ,  b ut she doesn ' t  have any children . He 
s aid this thing that was put on her inter fered with her organs and s o  she doesn ' t  
h ave any ch ildr en . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 1 7 1 ) , 256 : 4 ;  at Red Sp rings , N .  Car . , 
1912 . ] 

698 . I ' l l tell you whut I heard by mah g ran ' mama . She wus hurt an ' she wus 
hurt in peas an ' rice . An ' she s t ar t ed j is '  as she got this , you know two or 
three days a f t er , she s tar ted to swel1in ' all up in he r 1aig , all up in her hip s  
an ' all . An '  there ' s  a o l e  root doctor c am e  aroun ' an ' h e  tole 'em , h e  s aid , " I f  
you g i t  a root doctor , "  he s ay ,  "he kin f ix you up " - t o  my g ran ' mama . An ' s o  he 
said that he knowed whu t  wus de mat t er wi th her . An '  s o  he g ive her two doses o f  
sulphur . An ' a f t er that h e  got s ome whiskey an ' sulphur an ' a r oo t  dey ca ll John 
de Conker ,  an ' t ake an '  b oil this John de Conker in this whi skey an ' add th is 
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sulphur t o  it an ' he give this three t imes a day . Ab out the fifth day or the 
s ixth day she got  deathly sick .  Well , they got s cared then an ' s top givin ' it  
to her , but the !'oot doato!' came back by to see ' em an ' tol ' ' em ,  "No , don ' t  
stop . " He say that was workin ' on her . An ' so , after she went on an' took it , 
aft er she got  deathly sick ,  a snake , a little gr een snake , an ' a s corpion - I 
don ' t  know whut that is , I ' ve never s een one , but this is my gran ' mama that ' s  
t ellin ' us - an ' so this came from her . An ' so she got all righ t for three 
months . She was al l right , walkin ' aroun ' j is ' like you o r  I ,  all righ t . An ' 
so  roun ' ' bout two months later this swellin ' s tarted aga in . They went an ' got  
this ole !'oot doato!' an ' he  give her the same medicine agin . Told ' em  continue 
to g ive to her . In j is '  about two or three more months she got all right . 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 301) , 2 28 : 8+85 . ] 

699 . This wus uncle ' s wi fe . She s t arted one day to limp in , in her right  leg . 
She s aid her leg wus hurtin ' her s o  b ad she couldn ' t  do this an ' she couldn ' t  do 
that . She couldn ' t  har dly walk on it and she couldn ' t cur e i t  wit that medicine . 
She ' ll feel somep in j ump in ' an '  runnin ' - claimed that ' s a j ump in ' an '  runnin ' in 
her laig ,  an ' sh e couldn ' t tell whut was the mat ter . So a little b i t  after that 
you could see that . She held it  up so ever ' b ody could look at it . That s t arted 
to  run up her to her knees and run right back down to near her ankles - j is '  l ike 
that , j is '  as plain that you look at it . An '  in that time she wus havin ' fits . 

So ole man Henderson Bird , she sent for h im .  He wus a !'oot doato!'. We ' d  call 
it a wi taha!'a� doato!'. He ' s from Camden , South Carolina . He come there an ' he 
give her a dose of medicine an ' he anoint dat laig down wi th somepin - it look 
like mer curochrome , a red liniment . He didn ' t  told whut it wus but he told how 
i t  could happen . 

He said i f  you ket ch a s corpion or a snake , j is '  like you wan ' a  put a snake in 
a person , you kin kill the snake an ' cut his haid o f f  an ' hold him up an ' drop 
that b lood into s ome wat er into a bottle  an ' stop that b o t t le up ; that in nine 
days it ' ll be a snake or a scorpion , j is '  whutever i t  wus [you killed ] . An '  he 
say that ' s  whut they dose her . They dose her in some cof fee wi th that scorpion 
b lood . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 29 5 ) , 2 19 : 1+85 ; near Camden , S . Car . , 19 00 . ]  

700 . In some cases you kin take some dragon ' s  b lood and spirits o f  turpentine 
and a lit t le s i lver and mix it all up tog ether and make a pill out of it - kind 
of a ball . Give ' em one of  them every half a hour from - until they have taken 
three , s ix or nine . When th ey have taken three or de firs t one , they will quiet 
down - three they will become normal and go to s leep . When they have taken the 
nine , they will sleep good for a while and then they will wake up and wanta vomit 
or go to the toilet . Then you take a little sweet milk , whi ch I won ' t  say what 
it is you put in it  - something you use - j es t one something that yo ' put in 
that sweet milk and give ' em  a drink o f  i t . An '  they no quicker then [ than ]  
swallow it then i n  the space o f  five o r  t en  seconds they s tart vomiting . They 
b r ing i t  up . Wel l ,  now in the course of  t ime thes e things are in yuh , de flesh 
has a t endency to bring alive that powder in de s ame form of the animal - hatch 
i t  out . And when it comes out of  yo ' it come out as though it  were young antses 
or young wasp s j es t  hat ched - have no use of  they wings , they tender and all 
that . [Washing ton ,  D .  C . , ( 6 2 la) , 79 6 : 1 . ] 

701 . They say s ome peop le had frogs . I don ' t know whe ther you ever heard 
tell of frogs that b een put in ' em .  See . The doctors couldn ' t  do ' em no good . 
They didn ' t know what they had th eir ownself . Well , there was a o ld lady , she ' s  
dead now - reckon you ' ve h eard t ell of her , Mother Catherine . 

(Mother Catherine? ) 
Yes , s ir . They went to her . She was l iving way down in S t .  Bernard Parish . 
[The State of  Louis iana is divided into parishes ins tead of  counties . S t . 
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Be rnard P arish , near ly touching New O r leans , ext ends eas tward to th e Gul f  o f  
Mexico . I t  is almo s t surround ed by wa ter and full of coas t al islands . I like 
the informant ' s  nos talg i c  words " living way down in . "  Mo th e r  Cath erine mus t have 
l ived in a natural i s t ' s  p arad i s e  long s ince s urely t aken over by aut omob i l es , 
pleasure b oat s and weekend er s . ]  

They went t o  h er and she t o ld th em what to do . She gived them des cr ip t i ons o f  
wh at t o  get . Now they go t - the f i rs t  thing they got was th i s  root th ey call 
s as a f ax [ s as s a f ras ] .  Th at was only to make a tea and t o  purify the b lood . She 
told ' em ,  s ay , " Get you s ome s as a f ax and b o i l  that s as afax , put it in a b o t t le 
and get you s ome wh iskey and put on t op of i t . You dr ink that s asafax for nine 
morning s and after drinking the s as afax for th e nine mo rning s , "  she told ' em ,  she 
s ays , j us t  like th is , "y ou g et you some asafi tadee , get that , take a s ilver dime 
and s c rape i t  and get th e dus t from it wi th a b o t t le mi lk , and you use th at for 
n ine day s . "  Tha t  would b e  eigh t een days . And cured her with in the eigh t een day s  
t ime . Got t h e  f r o g s  o u t  o f  h e r  s t omach , y o u  unders t and . 

( I see . Mo ther Catherine i s dead now , isn ' t  sh e ? )  
She ' s  b e  dead qui t e  a s p e l l  now . [New O r l eans , La . , ( 83 2) , 1240 : 1 . ] 
702 . O ld Mi s s  J. was mad at me one t ime and she s aid , s omeone overh eard her , 

she was g o ing t o  fix me . S o  she got a b o t t le and she p l aced a snake and a li t t le 
f rog all in this one b o t t le and b ur ied i t  under my doors t ep .  Lucky f or me a man 
t o ld me it was there . And I know wha t  to do for th at . I went out into the wo ods 
and got me s ome old b lack oak t ree b ark and t urpent ine and came b ack t o  the h ou s e 
s t ep and placed i t  on the s t ep .  Next morning wh en I woke up and th at b o t t le was 
right on th e g round . There was a snake in there , a frog in ther e . [ Th is mus t  
have b e en powerful drawing medioine t o  draw a b ur i ed b o t t le out o f  t he gr ound . ]  
And I s a id , "Mercy , what can tha t  b e ? " Then I t ook s ome s a l t  and turpent ine and 
put it on th e b o t t le t o  keep f rom b eing ounjured with thos e  germs . So I t ook the 
b o t t l e and shook i t  and out came th e snake and f rog . And I s ai d , "That won ' t  do .  
I don ' t  know th ey migh t  come b a ck . " S o  I put thi s s al t  and turpent ine on the 
frog and he curl ed up , and I put the s a l t  and turp entine on th e snake and h e  
died . S o  th at s t op that ounjure . 

[ I n cas e the read er was a l i t t le s l eepy during th is r emarkab le r i t e  or awed 
by the p ower ful drawing me dioine , may I p oint out there was no b ur ied b o t t le 
under th e doors t ep ; the man- to Zd-me-it-was-there threw th e b ot t l e und er the door
s t ep during the night . Th e p owe rful drawing medicine was sugg e s t ion and a trick. 
We will come to a small col lect ion of tricks later . ] [ Fredericksb urg , Va . , ( 48 ) , 
Ed . ] 

7 0 3 . I knowed a fel low and he los t all contro l  of h ims e l f . They cut up 
h o rs ehair as fine as he could cut i t  and put that up in his food and a f t er th at 
was int erna l it f ormed snakes . They commenced to d es t roy h im .  Th is doctor took 
them out . He gave him s altpet er , olive oil , poke root and o th er th ings , and 
mixed them all together and g ave him and per ished tho se snakes and they crawl ed 
out of him .  [ Fr eder icksb urg , Va . ,  ( 44 ) , Ed . ]  

704 . I ' l l tel l you ab out my own mo ther . My mo th er drank s ome wat er af t e r  a 
pers on h ad b een at h er home . Thirty minut es after this person h ad gone she was 
taken very ill . And her sis ter f rom the S outh was vi s i ting her . The f i r s t  thing 
she did was t o  put s i lver in ho t water and give it to my mother t o  dr ink . Then 
she asked for a gourd what grow on a vine , and she opened thi s  gourd and t ook the 
ins i des of the g our d out , and make tea and g ive i t  to my moth er . As s oon as sh e 
gave i t  t o  her she j us t  vomi t . In this , she vomi t up , was l ive worms th is man 
put in th e water . People in the country have wat er bucke t s  out s id e  of the house 
with a t op on . He goes out of the hous e and puts th es e worms in th e b ucke t  - h e  
dried the worms and powdered them - and my mo ther came righ t on b eh ind him and 
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took a drink of  water . The same man killed his mother-in-law . He didn ' t  like 
her . He g oes to the spring and bring s a bucke t o f  water b ack and asked her would 
she have a cool drink � something he had never done before . And she took a drink 
and was taken ill . All worked on her and nobody could do her any good . Jus t 
b efore she died she said to her daught er ,  "I ' ve never swallowed what th at man 
gave me . "  I t  was in her so she never could get it down . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , 
( ? ) , Ed . ] 

7 0 5 . Yo ' take graveyard dirt - go git de dirt o f f  a s inner ' s  grave an ' git  it 
right o f f  h is heart lak dat , an ' take red peppah an ' s ulph ah an ' bread salt , an ' 
put all those tog ethah an ' sew that up into red flannel an ' lay it  away in de 
yard , in de eas t corner of de yard . [ Th is is a hand. ] Dat will do de work fo '  
dat e Dat will kill ' em or run ' em away , ei ther one . 

Or dey kin take , i f  yo ' hurt , an ' dat . will cur e it . Take that an ' make a tea 
out of it an ' let ' em drink that , an ' that will cure ' em . 

(Anybody that has b een trioked , you mean - ounjured? You take all th is and 
make a tea out o f  i t ?  You take the graveyard dirt - everything ? )  

Yes , make a tea o f  it . I f  yo ' go t things in yore well , that will kill ' em . 
(You use that to ki ll live things in the wat er in the wel l ? ) 
Yes , j es '  lak dey wus in mah well . Ah come home back to mah house . An ' mah 

well , I j es ' had it clean out an ' dere wus wigglers [ in i t  again ] . Ever ' wiggler 
dere wus dat long - b ig as mah fingah an ' j es ' as thick in de watah , j es '  as 
thi ck as dey could be . Yo ' could heah ' em poppin ' j es '  lak dat - o Zak-o Zak . An ' 
yo ' couldn ' t even s ee ' em .  An ' dat wus tuh kill me . 

( Someone put them in there? )  
Yeah , � dootor put ' em in dere tuh kill me . 
(Did he pu t the live ones in? )  
Yeah , he put ' em in dere an ' dey come alive . He put de dus t in dere an ' dey 

come alive . But ah have sense enough to know how tuh ki ll dem o 
(What d id you do? ) 
Ah went an ' got dat same dus t  whut yo ' heah me talkin ' ' b out from de graveyard 

offen a s inner ' s  grave . An ' ah come back dere an ' ah put dat sulphah an ' dat red 
pepp ah togethah an ' t ied it up in a new piece of cloth an ' ah dropped it down in 
de bot tom of  dat we ll . Dey wus daid in two hours . 

( That killed them out ? )  
Yeah , dat ki lled ' em .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1513) , 2 6 7 9 : 13 . ]  
7 06 . A cousin of  mine wus tellin ' me th at someb ody give her somepin in her 

whiskey an ' it ' cumulated lizard an ' things in her laig . Yo ' could see ' em  
runnin ' up an ' down her laigs . She went tuh s everal peop le ,  yo ' know ,  tuh try 
to g i t  well . So firs t an ' las t she got a man dat wus [ a  dootor ] an ' he went out 
in de woods an ' go t s everal di f f ' rent  roots an ' g ive ' em to her . An '  he tole h er 
tuh put ' em in a half a gallon of wat er . 

(He boiled these roots down you s ay? ) 
Yessuh .  
(And then what did he t ell her to do ? ) 
Take a swallow fo ' nine mawnin ' s  outa dat e An ' so  aftah she done dat , he tole 

her dat it wus at de corner of  her house - somepin dat wus put down ,  too , fo ' 
her . An ' she went there an ' dug it  up . I t  wus in a red flannel sack [ a  hand ] 
in' he tole not to take an ' open that but j es '  keep it . So the next time she 
went , he gi ' d  her another bottle of roots , j es '  ab out dat high , an ' she b oiled 
them down to a pint of watah an ' she drunk them . An ' he tole her on that ninth 
mawnin ' that she would vomi t th em up an ' she done th at . She vomit them up . 

(The lizards ? )  
Come right out her mouth . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  ( 13 9 8) , 25 19 : 12 . ] 
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7 0 7 . Milk from a b l ack cow wi l l  ki ll poison .  Jes ' lak yo ' goin ' wi t  mah 
husb an ' [ ! ]  - lak ah wus g o in ' wi t  chure hu sb an ' [wi fe ! ]  - we l l , yo ' t akes a 
rat t lesnake an ' parch him - p arch de rat t l esnake an ' t akes heapts own perfume 
an ' put i t  in there an ' some graveyard dirt . An ' ah put i t  on yo ' an ' she [my 
wife ] smel l s  dat , dere comes a l ivin ' obj e c t  in h e r  body o f  de ratt lesnake , an ' 
she t akes s ome o f  dat b l ack cow ' s  sweet milk an ' a d ime . Sh e t ake de dime - yo ' 
know h ow y o ' kin file i t  an ' dat s ilver come o f f  der e ,  an ' put i t  in dere an ' 
drink it , an ' cure he r . [ The pe rfume is used as a lure . ]  [ Fayet teville , N .  
Car . , ( 14 2 5 ) , 25 7 1 : 7 . ] 

70 8 .  We ll , j es '  lak if ah want s tuh hurt chew - put a snake in yo ' . Wel l , 
yo ' kin go out - yo ' know in de fall of de year snakes shed , y o ' know . Yo ' go 
out an ' git de snake hide . Well , dey don ' t  cal l it hide but ah cal l i t . De 
snake he comes out of i t  - he leaves i t . Yo ' t ake da t an ' yo ' p ound i t  up lak 
a powder . Wel l , yo ' t ake dat powd er an ' yo ' put i t  in a b o ttle of heart 's 
perfume an ' ah ' l l  go tuh yo ' ah ' ll have dis perfume an ' ah ' l l p u t  it on mah 
han ' ke ' ch ief - put nine d rops an ' ah ' ll be j es ' p l ay in ' with yo ' . Well , when 
da t per fume dry in yo ' , dat ' s  de snake is gone in yo ' .  

Now , i f  ah want tub heal yo ' an ' g i t  that snake out of yo ' ,  ah ' ll take nine 
dime s an ' take a f i l e  an ' file o f f  every one of the nine dime s an ' put it in 
sweet mi lk an ' dat ' ll ki l l  de snake an ' run him out of yo ' .  

(What do you do with that sweet milk then ? ) 
Yo ' drinks de swee t milk - dat ' s  in order fo ' d e  snake tuh pass f rom de b ody . 

He can ' t  s tand milk . [ Faye t t evil le , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 3 ) , 2 569 : 2 . ] 
7 0 9 . The shed from a snake , a woman taken th at an ' - a woman righ t  a cross 

from the neighb o rhood and she didn ' t  like her , j ealousy - an ' she taken that 
snake sh ed an ' t akes it the month of May , an ' powders i t ,  gr ound i t . An '  th is 
woman , that sh e  wanted to g ive i t to , was crazy ab out clabb e r , b ut she d idn ' t  
have no clabb er . An '  that woman pu t  this here snake shed in tha t c labb er and 
that woman d rinked i t .  She didn ' t think there wus nuthin ' " to it because she ' d  
b een drinkin ' i t  a l l  the t ime . An '  in about two month s  that woman was full of 
snakes . 

An '  the woman said the way was to g i t  them out o f  her , after they go t thi s  
man . They sent an '  g i t  thi s  ma n  after the medica Z doctors couldn ' t  d o  her any 
good . They s ent an ' get this two-head man that know all ab out i t . An '  he s aid 
she s o  f ar gone that he don ' t  know if he cou ld do her any good or no t , but he ' d  
g i t  the snakes out of her . So they t aken that woman an ' t ied h e r  like a yoke 
sort -a- like , a b lock an ' tackle like , at the head of the bed - put h er feet up ,  
put her haid down , wi th a cup of milk under her haid . An '  tho s e  s nakes fallen 
down . I think he s aid i t  was twenty-five o f  ' em about s ix inche s long j is '  drop 
out o f  her in that cup of mi lk . But they couldn ' t  s ave th e woman . She died from 
i t . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 363) , 301 : 3 . ] 

710 . Well , being hurt now , I b een hurt mys e l f  - my se l f  experience . We l l , 
I lov es b eer and so one night I had come out de field f rom p icking b err ies , I 
had never p icked any befoah , and I s aid to my husb and I wanted s ome draf t beer . 
Wel l , he went and got it . A lady lived next door t o  me , she s aid , " Since you is 
s o  t ired , I ' ll go get de g las ses . "  She sprinkled some snake dust in de glass -
set t in ' outdoors on de porch and de moon shinin ' ,  not seein ' i t  you know ,  I 
d rank i t . 

I d idn ' t  know i t  until I was t aken s i ck and g o t  someb ody [doctor ] to wai t on 
me and he t old me ab out dis b eer drinking - how i t  was fixed.  And you s e e  dat 
creat ed young ones in me . Well he came , he told my husband t o  g o  to a d airy an ' 
get some fresh sweet milk - put i t  in a tub . And I dis rob ed myself and si t over 
it and all them things came out of me . And he said , "Don ' t  drink swee t  milk 
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while dere in you, 'cause fast as you get de old ones out, creates young ones." 
[Norfolk, Va., (486), 514:9.] 

711. Jes' lak somebody's got a snake or a frog in dey foot, somepin lak dat, 
yo' go to a stockyard an' yo' git chew a cow dat's jes' dropped manure. Pick it 
up in a shovel an' carry it home an' git chew fo'teen pods of red peppah - red 
peppah. Then yo' git chew thirteen pods of green peppah befo' it turns red. 
Yo' set down an' cut it up in round pieces in dat fertilizer. Yo' put three 
han'ful of table salt in dere - cookin' salt. Yo' put it on a fiah an' put yo' 
a quart, from a quart to a half a gallon of watah in dere an' boil it. Yo' git 
yo' a flannel rag an' place dat roun' dat person's foot an' whut's in dat feet 
is comin' out in two day's time. But chew must put it on there hot an' yo' 
change it three times a day - mawnin', noon an' night. An' if it's a frog in 
dere or snake, it's comin' out. 

[Informant now tells how the snake or frog was put in the person's foot.] 
When yo' git ' em  that way, ah tell yo' whut chew do. Say, fo' instance, yo' 

take a person's name an' yo' take de size - de numbah of de shoe dat he wears 
an' yo' write that on a aig, a fresh yard aig - it matters [not] whut kinda aig 
it is, jes' so it's fresh. It's got'a be a yard aig, though. Write that on 
there. Yo' take that an' carry it an' bury it undah dere front steps. If dey 
got a front po'ch, bury it undah de front po'ch, if dey ain't got no steps. An' 
when that begin tuh form in that aig - when that aig begin tuh form, den it will 
begin tuh form in yore instep or your feet. Dat de onliest place it's gon'a be, 
is right on de instep right in heah. It'll begin tuh form there. When it grows 
tuh be de full length of that aig, it's in yore feet de same way. 

(You put something in that egg did you say?) 
Jes' write dey name on dere, whut chew want , an' yo' must bury dat aig - bury 

it in somepin that it ain't gon'a rotten, lak a fruit jar. Yo' see, yo' take a 
rubbah - same lak yore wife put up fruit, put rubbers on the jars. Yo' put that 
aig down in there. See, it don't break it - put it down in there nice an' put 
the name on there whut chew want. See. Then yo' put the top on it an' go to 
these person's house - if yo' cain't git in there, pay somebody to do it - an' 
dig a hole an' put dat down dere an' cover it up an' level it off good. An' 
when dat frog or dat snake begins tuh form in dat aig, it will form in yore 
foot, de same way. 

Well now, de onliest way dat chew kin git rid of that, if de doctah don't 
operate on yo', is to take dat fertilizer - dat cow fertilizer. 

(What would you write on that egg, for example? Suppose you wanted to do 
that to me. What would you write on that egg?) 

Well, ah would try an' git chure name - jes' git chure name an' says, "Perform 
in his instep, right or left feet, frog or snake or lizard." See, den ah plant 
it down dere. But it's got'a be a fresh aig - matters [not] whut kinda hen it 
come from, but it's got'a be a fresh yard aig. [New Orleans, La., (1566 - a 
doctor), 2870:7. ] 

712. This girl had two snakes in huh. 
(Did she get them out?) 

Yes, sir. 
(What did they do to get them out?) 
Give huh some silvah - jis' take silvah an' scrape it an' give huh five doses 

of silvah on de young moon. An' 'en, aft' she done dat, she took asafitadee on 
some whiskey an' give 'er some asafitadee nine mawnin's befo' de sun rise. Well, 
you see, aftah she do dat, dat'll make dis snake turn down [in the body so that 
it can be passed through the bowels]. He can't stand asafitadee. [Wilmington, 
N. Car., (196), 101:4; near Darlington, S. Car., 1921.] 
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713. Ah got hurt . I walked over it. An' one man worked on mah laig one time 
an' he say I had some snakes in it, but I didn't have - not snakes, some worms. 
An' the nex' man worked on me, he tied a rattlesnake hide above mah knee an' rub 
mah laig down with some oil, but whut the oil wus I don't know. An' the laig 
didn't never bust open after he had worked on it, an' I went right on to walkin' 
an' go anywhere I wanted to go an' been walkin' ever since. 

[This is Zike aures Zike. The snake not being able to pass above the knot 
in the rattlesnake hide, was gradually rubbed downward (downward magic) and out 
through the foot - sometimes the big toe.] [Wilmington, N. Car., ( 291) , 209:2 . ]  

714 . There wus a woman that had gotten poisoned an' of course I knowed, you 
know, jis' whut to do, you know, for to save her, you see. An' I got me some 
stuff, you know, some swamp root an' some silkroot [silkweed] an' I put that 
together, you know, an' cut it all up, an' balled [boiled] it an' give it to her 
to drink. Of course she wus re'l bad off sick. An' so I gotten that an' made 
it, choo see, right away an' give it to her. An' she commence to gettin' relief, 
you know, after it worked. It jis' went right on through her, you know, an' she 
commence gettin' relief. So after that I told 'em to not to give her nuthin' 
heavy, you see, food to eat. Jis' give her fresh sweet milk, you know, to drink; 
but put de milk on an' let it bOil, you know, an' skim it. An' she gotten all 
right. 

(How did they poison her?) 
Well now, she had inhaled, 'twas some dust I think, some - I think it wus 

snake dust. You see it jis' look like it wus jis' a powder. They throw it, 
choo know, an' she - it went through in her mouth. 

(How do they make that snake dust?) 
Get de snake an' put 'em in de fire, you know, an' burn 'em, you know - jis' 

have it on a tin, you know, an' burn 'em, you know, jis' like you burn a bone, 
you know, down into a powder, you know. An' den take it you see, an' jis' throw 
it aroun'. You inhale it, you see. It's re'l strong. Jis' put any other little 
powder in with it, choo know, to make the scent, to make you smell of it, choo 
see. Well, that go all through your system. [The informant, a healer, a native 
of Willard, N. Car., denies title of root doator.] [Wilmington, N. Car., ( 2 24) ,  
215:2; 1930 in Wilmington.] 

715. Mah mothah, she tole me once dat huh sistah, huh oldest sistah - dey all 
wus livin' in de house togethah - one mawnin' she woke up an' 'uh laig wus all 
swollen. An '  dey taken 'uh tuh tuh-three doctahs - livin' in de country - didn't 
seem to do 'uh any good. An' aftah while huh laigs - hard knots came in it, in 
huh laigs an' nuthin' wouldn't do 'er no good. So an' ole man tole 'em about a 
doatah, some kin'a root doatah, an' dey got 'im to come to de house. 

An '  he taken up a bottle from de front doah an' one from de back doah. Den 
he make some liquid medicine. Whut was in de bottle wus red flannen, strands of 
hayah (hair), an' fo' brass-eyed needles. It wus in each bottle. An' whut he 
done, he taken tuh silvah dimes an' balled [boiled] demo He gave 'uh de water to 
drink off it an' she throwed up dose black things. They couldn't make out whut 
dey wus. Den he got some r unn in , huckleberry - grows down on de ground, it don' 
have a huckleberry, it's jis' de vine named dat - den some alter [alder] tags. 
It's a bush grows an' has little tags on it jis' about dat long. An' dey made 
a - yo' know, ball [boil] it an' got enough water to bathe in and bath-d 'uh all 
ovah in date Taken dese bottles an' burn 'em in some cayenne peppah, jis' un
stopped 'em an' burned 'ern; jis' sprinkle de cayenne peppah ovah 'em an' set 
'em - you know, put enough trash tuh 'em to burn an' burn 'em up. An' in about 
a day or tuh she got we ll. [Wilmington, N. Car., ( 204) , 1 10:1; near Leland, N. 
Car., Brunswick Co.] 
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716 . [The roots of everyday life and botany become poots in witchcraft and 
hoodoo - poots filled with magic and mana. Some of the mystic atmosphere about 
them has been described by a layman (No. 15, p.17) . Later the professional point 
of view will be given to us by Doatops Lindsey and Johnson of Richmond as well as 
others. Roots appearing in cures (see preceding margin-title Live Things in You) 
or (see handS later) are considered beneficial, but poots buried with evil intent 

for you to walk over can cause all sorts of pains and troub1es:1 
ROOTS I used to hear this old man talking about those poots so much it scared 

me. We used to live not far from him. He used to be always talking 
about them kind of poots. He was a poot doatop. I wasn't scared of him when I 
was small, but when I got larger and commenced to know something I stayed away 
from him. [Fredericksburg, Va., (39), Ed.] 

717.  If they put something in the ground [poot or any thing 1 and you walk over 
it, that ground when you walk over it will come up just like that [demonstrates1. 

(Rise up like a wave.) [This elderly woman, a girl of good size when the 
Civil War began was born and had lived for years near Woodville, Mississippi.] 
[New York City, (5) , Ed.] 

718. I have heard an old man say that he once went to a camp meeting and on 
his way home he walked over a poot. And as soon as he walked over the poot, a 
pain came into his leg so terribly that he had to hop all the way home. I do not 
recall how he got rid of this ailment but I do know that he thought someone had 
put a spell on him. [Ocean City. Md., (13), Ed.; 1890, on Eastern Shore, near 
New Church, Accomac Co., Va.1 

719. I remember one night a lady came to a house where I was roomin' at an' 
I goes out in de yard. [This lady was sneaking about outside the house.] People 
said [cried out1, "Mattie, dey said. dere's somebody out dere tryin' to put some 
poots aroun' yore house." And I thought [before neighbors called to Mattie] it 
was somebody tryin' to set de house afire or somepin. And when I walked out dere 
somepin got from dis arm clean up to here and commence stingin' and breakin' out. 
And I rub it all over with sulphur and it didn't hurt me, didn't hurt me a spec'. 
De lowest little pimples was gone by nex' mawnin'. [Wilmington. N. Car., (268), 
189:7 +85. ] 

720. My aunt one time - her husband was going with another lady and she found 
out that her husband was going with this lady and she tried to stop her husband 
from going with this lady. And the lady had my aunt fixed. And in doing so, she 
went to a poot doatop. The lady asked the poot doatop - she wanted an affliction 
on my aunt. The poot doatop agreed to do so. Afterward my aunt was taken very 
ill and she was unable to walk for some time. Since then she has had a bad leg 
and it will never be cured, although some say that another poot doatop can cure 
my aunt. Some say this was really what caused her to be like that. We didn't 
have any proof that she [other woman] did. She didn't give her anything to eat. 
It must have been done by some method of walking over a poot. [Ocean City, Md., 
(18), Ed.; 1927, Goldsboro, N. Car.; informant graduating from a North Carolina 
high school several weeks before I met him.] 

7 21 .  Ah've watched dis from a kid. Ah nevah did believe in poots or anything 
1ak dat but mah experience, it made me believe in poots an' diff'rent things, yo' 
know, fo' dis reason. When ah wus a kid roun' 'bout eight yeahs, ah had a mother 
an' she liked good times. She'd go out. So at last, one day she went out an' 
left me an' mah brothah home. So, while she wus away some people came through de 
yard - jest a girl an' her sister, an' she made fun of mah brothah. Mah mothah 
came back an' ah tole dat dey made fun of mah brothah. So she wus a lady liked 
tuh drink sometimes. So when dey came along - dere wus about fo' of 'em, so she 
tackled 'em an' dey had a fuss. So about a week or two after, she taken sick. 
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Dese people claimed dat dey poisoned her, yo' know. She wus taken sick an' mah 
granddaddy and [grand]mother did ever'thing in de worl' dat dey could foe her -
had taken her to doctors an' dey couldn't do her any good. So dey claimed dat 
dey poisoned her - she dried up an' looked lak [like] a witch, an' would have 
spells, jes' fall out on de flo'. She jest come to nuthin' but bones, yo' know, 
an' went away tuh nuthin'. Dey tell me dat wus whut chew call witchcraft roots. 
[Florence, S. Car., (1289), 2186:10.] 

722. There's a weed that grows called deviZ's wishbone and another one called 
hav-e-ry brav-e-ry. It has a leaf on it as tall as your finger, it's a little 
leaf that sticks up right on the end in the shape of a heart. There's only one 
leaf. You take that deviZ's wishbone and havery bravery together and goes back 
and gets something called snakeroot and sasparilla root, and put that together. 
That'll stop you from breathing. You're a dead man if they get that to you. 
It's terrible. You're ready for the undertaker. That's death in the pot. And 
I'd back away from it, too. [Fredericksburg, Va., (39), Ed. Sarsaparilla is 
generally pronounced sasparilla in U.S.A.] 

723. I was in the woods rakin' up, heapin' up shadders - you know, baiddin' 
[bedding] - an' I found those little roots, shoo know. An '  l ast mah boss, I 
says, "Mr. Paine, whut is this?1I He said, "Oh, that's rassZin' root [wrestling 
root]." An' I didn't let 'im see me, you know - I taken up five or six an' put 
'em in mah pocket. An' then I wanted to git to town fer to try this out. An' 
Saturday couldn't come soon enough fer me. So when I got to town on a Saturday, 
that's the first thing I hunted, you know. I was all prepared, had the roots 
with me an' ever'thing. Of course, I wanted to be champion rassler around there 
amongst the little bunch of boys that I was goin' with, you know. An' my, he 
throw me! I think he throwed me five best out of nuthin' - never got lim down 
to his knees or nuthin'. [Snow Hill, Md., (92), 6:4. Shadders = shatters, a 
plural of shatter, meaning in Southern U.S.A., fallen pine leaves or needles.] 

724. This is about a colored family. They lived near Girdletree, Maryland, 
and they seemed to have a lot of trouble getting along. Everythin�seemed to be 
against them. And because it was such a large family it was expenfive to live. 
So the mother she seemed to have an idea that someone was trying tQ put a spell 
on them. And so - well, she told her husband. He only laughed at her because he 
didn't believe in such things. However, she went to one of the old women in the 
village and talked to this woman. Now this woman seemed to be able to make all 
sorts of charms. Really they called her a hoodoo doctor. [High man is the usual 
term on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.] So the woman told her about her troubles 
and asked her if there was some way she could help her. This old woman told her 
to come back the next day. 

. 

So the next evening she went back to see the old woman and the old woman told 
her what she had done. She said she went out into the field, she got a piece of 
snakeroot and she mixed it with salt. And she told her to take this home and 
spread it across her doorstep. She said, "I will guarantee that if any of your 
enemies try to come to your home to create any more trouble, this will prevent 
them." She went home and did as she was told; took this snakeroot and salt - she 
put it all across the doorstep, then she decided to put some around the windows. 

Well, things continued as they were about a week, but after that week she 
seemed to see a change coming about. Her husband got a better job, one of the 
little girls that had been ill got better, and in every way the family seemed to 
be getting along better. This lady, she was so glad, that she told some of her 
neighbors and they laughed at her. They told her that she was just getting a 
streak of luck, that was all. 

[The change of luck occurred February 1936, at nearby Girdletree where my 
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informant, Jerry Williams then taught school. Several months later this young 
man became my contact man for the region and later still, with his mother, for 
Baltimore. He was the greatnephew of George Jackson - noted high man on the 
Eastern Shore - whom we will meet later in a margin-title.] [Ocean City, Md., 
(19) , Ed.] 

7 25 .  My uncle had a boy and his name wus Eddie, and so he wus about eighteen 
years old and kept a-gittin' sickly, puny, puny, havin' spells, and kept a-goin' 
to one doctor to another, and one to another, and no doctors would it seem to be 
helpin' him any. He car'ed [carried] him to a place dey call Raleigh, North 
Carolina. He went to a hospital. So de doctors dere looked at him, examined 
him from his head to his feet. He would have spells - like if he'd be on de 
street standin' up, he jis' fall off his [feet], fall dead over, and hit would 
last about twenty minutes and den it's over. And while he had him dere in de 
hospital - so some lady say to him, "Dat boy has had some poots worked on him." 
And she said, "De best thing for you to do is to go to South Carolina," to some 
lady's house down dere. She handed him de lady's name, address. And so he left. 
We went down dere. 

As soon as he got dere in de yard at dis lady, [she] met him at de door and 
say, "You's in seriously trouble," say, "yore boy is in Raleigh in de hospital, 
ain't he?" He told her yes. [Uncle and nephew, my informant, are impressed by 
the woman's fore-knowledge, totally unaware that the recommender had written all 
details to the doatop.] She say, "Well, somebody has done wopked � poots Ell 
him." She say, "Come on in." He went on in. She car'ed him dere in de room in 
de back. I stayed in de front. And so, how she had him fix up right dere, I 
don't know . Come out. He said to me, "Let's go." We went on, got in de car, 
come to Raleigh. 

Got to Raleigh. He wus in dere [the hospitalJ:/
" He had somepin 'nother in his 

mouth, operatin' his mouth up and down - so it looked jis' like sticks and he wus 
spittin', spittin' aroun' de baid. And so I seen 'im hand de boy -

(You don't know what she gave him?) 
No sir, not den. Well, he wus dere in de hospital spittin' aroun' de baid, 

spittin' aroun' de baid. He spoke den to me and say, "I'm so tired of de poots 
I don't know whut to do." I say, "I thought chew wus eatin' somepin." He say, 
"No, it's some poots." And de boy were layin' dere, his jaws done gone in and 
eyes goes in. He [uncle] reach back den for - at his han'chief, wiped his han'
chief over his [boy's] eyes. And so he looked aroun' at, de boy did - his color, 
ever'thing changed. 

And so us left den and started at [for] de house where us wus room in , at. He 
say, "Eddie [informant's as well as cousin's name]." I say, "What?" He say, 
"Dis woman told me to take my han'chief. She had de han'chief in de room and 
hand it back to me [dpessed in some manner], and [told me] when I git dere [at 
the hospital] to wipe it over his face. [The uncle was not permitted to tell 
his nephew anything until after instructions had been followed.] And you see 
at de place on him changin'." Well, it did. 

So, she [had also] said, "After de morrow is gone," she said, "he will be 
ready to go home." We went on to de house and back next evenin', and de boy 
wus up walkin' aroun' in de yard. So dere come de nurses and said, "Did you 
stop by to see yore son?" He said, "Yes, sir." Said, ''Well, he's out dere in 
de yard walkin' aroun'." And from dat day on dem spells always be offen 'im. 

And so how she had it [the handkerchief] fixed, now, to have 'em offen 'im. 
I don't know. 

(Do you know what type of poots she gave him to chew?) 
No sir, not den. And so afterwards I went home, stopped by there [his uncle's 
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house], and l ast lim [about the roots]. De boy was fine, gittin' along fine. 
And so how come [the boy was root �orked]. So, somebody had some roots worked 
on him. So, he had a other woman oldest girls - boy, you know. [He had seduced 
the oldest daughter of the same woman.] And so she [the mother] was after him 
and dis girl to marry. He wouldn't marry her. And so she [mother] jist went 
ahead on and had some roots worked on him. And de other woman [root �orker down 
in South Carolina] had de spell offen lim. And so he said to me he went back 
down dere at dis house [in South Carolina], ast dis woman [about the roots ]. And 
she said hit was roots offen a ole sweet gum tree, a pine tree, and some roots 
offen some kinta sasafract [sassafras] - that's whut it [the third root] wus he 
say. [Here is the magic of three; these roots are separately used in cures.] 
And dey some special root on dere [the sassafras] whu' chew suppose to git. And 
so at de main one now he didn't say. [The uncle did or could not tell him what 
the special root of the sassafras was.] 

[The informant said that the root doctor's home was at Gibson Station, South 
Carolina, near the North Carolina border. Gibson (surely old railroad station) 
is just over the State-line in Scotland County, North Carolina.] [Wilmington, 
N. Car., (229), 224:1; at Wilmington, 1933.] 

726. Once a young man dat love a gurl an' anothah boy done love dis gurl too, 
an' de othah [first boy] wus, yo' see, hol'in [holding] de best han' wit de gurl, 
an' he [second boy] put down a root down to dis [first boy's] do'step. It wus a 
snake, somepin fixed like a snake in a sack [this is a hand] undahneat' de do'
step; it wus a root like a snake, it jist wus a little long thing imitate a 
snake. An' dat wus in de mawnin' early dat de young man walk out, an' he walk 
ovah it an' a pain take lim, you know, in his laig an' he couldn't walk. An' he 
try all doctahs on it an' no doctah couldn't do lim no good. His laig wus start 
tuh swollen. 

An' dey went an' git a root doctor an' carted a wom�to him] an' de woman 
tole it, she say, "Ain't choo go wit a gurl?" De young man said, "Yes 'am." She 
says, "Well, " she says, "you is fixed. " She says, "Dey got a hand on yo' tuh 
keep yo' from walkin' tuh go tuh see dis gurl." She says, "Now, yo' come on now 
an' I'm gonIa care [take] yo' tuh de very spot dis hand wus put down fer yo'." 
An' she tuk de hoe an' she went undahneat' de do'step an' she dig up, an' when 
she dig it wus somepin imitate a snake tied up in a sack. An' she tuk it out 
[the sack] an' show it to de family. Aftah dat de boy wus ease, he git bettah. 

(What did they do with the root?) 
Put it in a glass of watah. An' kept it three days an' ever' time he looked 

at it - the watah turned yellah sometime, an' it turned green sometime, an' it 
turned red sometime. An' it keep on like dat until, yo' know, dey git tired of 
lookin' at it an' throw it out. [Wilmington, N. Car., (?), 93:2+85; 1934 at St. 
Paul near Summerton, S. Car.] 

727 . Down in Caroline County [Virginia] before the War [Civil War], I heard 
my father tell the story of an old root doctor. And this man, who was named Jim 
P., he che�ed roots because his master whipped him because he didn't make the 
fire on due time in the morning. This old man named P., he goes to this root 
doctor and this root doctor fixed him up with some roots. So he goes back to 
his master's home. The next morning as usual he was slow about getting his 
master's fire made. His master and his wife was laying in the bed. He noticed 
Jim P. continued to ch� roots . And he looked at Jim and he said, "Jim, Jim, why 
don't you get that fire made?" Jim didn't turn to answer his master at all. He 
just continued to chew these roots. Every time he would chew these roots and his 
master would say anything to him, he would spit. So his master laid there quite 
a while and noticed him. Suddenly his master rose in the bed and said to him, 
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IlJim, you ahewing l'oots." So his master smote him square in the jaw and those 
l'oots flew all over Jim P. He went back to the aunjuring doatol' and told him 
these l'oots that he had given him worked on his master and he like near killed 
him. And he had no more faith in these aunjul'ing l'oots. And Jim P. didn't use 
any more l'oots up to the day he died. [Fredericksburg, Va., (61) , Ed.] 

728. My father and mother used to tell me, in slavery times they had a bunch 
of hands [workmen] and one of them they used to whip. And he said he was going 
to get even with his master. He goes out and gets a hand. A hand is nothing but 
something you get from someone else to put down to stop them from doing sometaing 
to you. [This is a very limited definition.] He goes and gets this, it was in a 
bottle, and puts it under the doorstep. He covered it over. He goes to bed. In 
the morning his master woke up, he walks to the door, and they were looking for 
him to walk out for to kill the master. He walked to the door and said, "John, 
Dick, Peter and Tom, come here." He said, "Look right down here." He said, "Go 
under that doorstep and take that bottle and carry it out of there and bust it." 
He said, "You can' t hurt old master." He said, "Don't wake me when I'm asleep." 
And he went on about his business. [Old Point Comfort, Va., (32) , Ed.] 

729. An' again dey got a l'oot dey claim dey call de salamandel' !'Oot - yes, 
an' git dat l'oot an' take it an' slip it in yore hat any way, it will run yo' 
crazy. [Like the preceding snake-shaped l'oot, this l'oot has a salamander shape.] 
[Waycross, Ga., (1074) , 1736:12. ] 

730. It's a l'oot chew call John de Conkel' l'oot. An' it's a l'oot chew call de 
Seven Sis tel'S - yo' kin go git dat too, an' yo' put both dem things together an', 
as yo' go up an' ask de man, yo' be rubbin' 'em. 

(Tha t 's when you go to ask him for a job? 1-·- -, 
Yessuh. [Seven Sistel's l'oot I found rare; probably a freak seven-pronged 

l'oot.] [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1425) , 2571:1.] 
731. Tuh keep evil away from de house. Well, yo' could use a herb whut chew 

might call de High John de Conkel'. If it wus a female dat did dat - there are 
two l'oots yo' would have tuh use - use de female; an' if it wus a man that did 
that, yo' would have tuh use de man l'oot; that is, of de High John de Conker. 
Those l'oots are whut chew call as Eve an' Adam. An' that is a l'oot that cures 
kidney trouble [and] any kind of insect that is put in 'em, yo' know, by drinkin' 
or handlin'. Say, yo' give me a piece of candy. Well, maybe yo' take snake dust 
an' run ovah that candy. Ah eat dat candy. Well, that goes down in me. An' � 
kin take care of that patient by usin' High John de Conker. Yo' git it from de 
schools [mail order firms or drug stores] that handles that kind of work. 

(How do they use that?) 
Yo' could git it in powders or yo' kin take a teaspoonful to a pint of boilin' 

watah - clear boilin' watah, an' let it stan' an' drink it off, an' grad'lly that 
insect will go off - yo' know, die and come forth in yourself. 

(John the Conkel' he l'oot and John the Conker she root. What do you do with 
those two?) 

Well, the male l'oot is fo' a man, a man that do's evil; an' if it wus a woman, 
why yo' take the female - jist take ' em in de powder for any kinda insect. That 
is tuh git the ge!'ms from de body - whut chew call the old earth mediaine. 

(What about the Adam and Eve l'oot? What do you do with that?) 
Adam an' Eve root creates love. It's good fo' kidneys. It's good fo' blood. 
(How would you create love with Adam and Eve l'oot?) 
Well, yo' buy de root. De large one is called Adam an' de othah one is called 

Eve. It's a small little root looks lak - it's not a very large l'oot. Yo' buy 
it an' aftah yo' buy it there's a little prescription [directions] on there tells 
you how tuh carry it. An' anytime it's carried in his pocket, it obtains someone 
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yo ' like . I: yo ' see som7 girl yo ' like an ' us e that root wit lodes tone , natural 
they will sm1le - see , an git in clos e touch . I t ' s  j is '  like the love-drop 
perfume. I f  yo ' use those two things an '  love-drop perfume, yo ' kin take any 
kind o f  woman , see . Why ? because it has de high power. [ Lit tle Rock, Ark . , 
(887), 14 6 1:10 . ]  

73 2 . De devil ' s -shoes tring [s ] an ' den it ' s  anothah cer tin sort of a root dey 
call Jerusalem root an ' ano thah one dey call de Adam an' Eve. Dey very peculiar 
ro� ts chew know - no t ever '�o dy w�uld know ' em ' cause dey very peculiar . Well , 
yo take all those roots an put em together an ' 'yo '  go to de Ten Cent St o '  an ' 
buy some sort o f

,
ten- cent perfume , an ' put ' em in dere an ' let ' em s tay fo ' so 

ma�y hours - jes lak o vahnigh t .  An' aftah dey dis s o l ves yo ' shakes ' em lak dat , 
an naturally yore luck will gradually come b a ck .  Now , ah have know it tuh be a 
fact , because ah have done it mahself . 

( That is for luck in g ambling ? ) 
That ' s  fo ' luck in gambling . 
( What do you do with that s tuff in th is b o t t le?  Do you carry it or what ? )  
Oh yeah , yo ' 7arr� i; in yore po cket . An ' co ' �e den ,  everybo dy don ' us e it 

alike . Some of em Jes takes it , slyly yo ' know , an ' s prinkle it around in de 
room lak dat in dere han ' . An' some of ' em takes it an ' holds it i d h d ' 
go b " . , n ey an an 

y y� an put 1t on yo or somepin lak dat , chew know . Da t put chew in bad 
luck an put him in good luck .  Jes ' lak dat . 

-

( What is pe culiar ab out the Adam and Eve root?) 
We ll , i; has a very st range particular odor which it carry�-, In fact , those 

three diff  rent roots dey g rows dif f ' rent from any othah root dat ' s  grown. 
' 

( What did you say ab out those three roots tha t people say ? )  �et [people] 
. 

means , 
,

dey talk to each othah lak dat . Yo ' know , Adam an' Eve, 
dev�l s-shoest�ng, an de ruler of de earth [Jerusalem root? ] dey t alks to each 
other. Yo' put 'em in dat perfume an' puts 'em all togethah. In fact dey g rows 
in diff'rent parts of de woods no doubt, but aftah dey all be brought togethah , 

ah ' magine dey have [ are sort ] of glad to see each othah ,  somepin lak dat . Dey 

all git to gethah an ' jis '  talk lak dat , chew know . [These th ree roots in a t en

cent b ottle  of per f ume are glad to see each othah and talks to each othah!] 

[Wilson , N. Car . , (1510), 2678:1.] 

733 . Yo ' kin take , now , if yo ' want a good gamblin' hand - now , yo ' kin go 

out an ' dere ' s  somepin out in de woods grows dat cal le d rat tlesnake mas t er [or 

button snakeroot (Eryngium aquaticum) south ern U . S . A . ] .  Dere ' s  two of dose 

things grows . One ' s a she an ' one ' s  de man - one grows a wh ite flower , dat ' s  

de she ; an ' de one dat grows de red f lower , dat de man . Well , yo ' takes dat -
yo ' goes an ' dig up dat root whut chew call de ratt lesnake mas ter . Yo ' b ring s 

dat rat tlesnake mas ter back home an ' yo ' sits  down an ' yo ' cuts  i t  in de shape -

kinda cut it in de shape of a s pade; cut it out in de shape of a s pade or either 

in de shape of a tooth , ary one dat chew wanta cut i t  out lak . Yo ' s end t uh  town 

an ' yo ' git chew some hearts c ologne an ' yo ' git chew two pinches of flaxs eeds 

an' yo ' g it chew about two ounces or ' b out hal f of a haIfa ounce o f  sulphur . Yo ' 

place dat root - put all dat stuff roun ' an ' place dat root in dere an ' fills it 

fulla ole hearts cologne an ' s ews it  up in a red cloth an '  yo ' sets dat root down 

on de tab le . Git a glass of watah - a plain glass of watah an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  

yo ' go t uh dat gla ss an ' speak to it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Look at dat glas s - � 
set dere an ' look at it till it begin t uh  look lak y o ' b egin tuh git drunk in de 

haid lookin ' at  - somepin lak dat . Yo ' s peak to dat glass fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
dat ninth mawnin ' DAT GLASS WI LL SPEAK TO YOU . Den yo ' take yo ' root an ' yo ' kin 

go in any skin game wit any money . See anyb o dy ,  white or colored , take dat root 

as yo ' see ' em comin ' - put yore han ' in yore pocket an ' rub o vah yore face lak 
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dis an' walk up an' comment to 'em 'bout it. [Where? (?), 2407:2. ] 
7 34 .  Jockey Club [perfume] an' John de Conker root an' yo' keep 'em in yore 

pocket all de time an' put chure numbers in dere with it. 
(Policy numbers?) 
Yes sir, an' yo' keep dat stuff undah yore haid where yo' sleep an' yo' mo' 

den apt tuh dream 'bout policy, if yo' crazy 'bout playin' 'em all de time yo' 
mo' den apt tuh dream somepin, an' if yo' git up an' play 'em yore shore lucky, 
'cause ah've done it. Ah've caught a-plenty money playin' policy. 

(You keep this tuff - you don't keep it in there loose do you, this John de 
Conker root?) 

No suh, - yo' got it in a little bag folded up. 
(And you sleep on it?) 
Yessuh. 
Dat Jockey Club is really lucky - it's got a horseshoe on de bottle. Put it 

on de men when dey come in - jis' lak yo' know - perfume - dey wouldn't know no 
bettah. On de person whutevah come in yore place of business where yo' sellin', 
tryin' tuh make money - put it on dem when dey come in an' dey always wanta come 
back agin, yo' know, an' be k inda nice to 'em. Treat ' em  nice. [Memphis, Tenn., 
(933), 1513:17.] 

735. A man dat workin' cunjures an' things lak dat, up in mah country, dey 
take an' go an' git some peppah, sulphur, salt, an' goes in de woods an" gits a 
root dey calls de Friendly John - ah kno¥s it, Friendly John. Yo' go in de 
woods - it grows on a ridge on a hill ... /Yo' go git dat Friendly John an' break 
yo' off about six limbs of it. Make no diff'rence if yo' git de root of it or 
not - break off, git de limbs of it an' break off six of 'em an' mix 'em together 
an' carry dem in yore pockets or anything lak date An' yo' kin put some of that 
devil's-shoestring with that, if yo' want to, an' yo'll go fo' twelve months lak 
dat an' yo' kin jes' go ahead an' tear down anywhere yo' want to - yo' got a a�, 
whut chew call a goofer bag � hand. Yo' got a strong one, yo' understand. Ah 
bought one one time. 

(If you want to do any aunjuring work, that's strong?) 
Dat's strong. [Fayetteville, N .  Car., (1433), 2596:3.] 
7 36 . The way I have heard it, that a hoodoo bag is a bag that one carries 

and it contains a dust called goo fer dust and whatever they put it on they can 
conquer. Some wears it in their bosom and some in their pocket. They get these 
goofer bags from root doctors or cunjure doctors. You give them a certain sum 
of money. Some call them roots, some call them rabbits foot. Some people wear 
these roots around their legs sometimes for luck. [Ocean City, Md., (18), Ed. ] 

737. Well, oftentimes fellahs carries a lucky piece in dere pocket. Maybe 
it be lodestone or John de Conker or five-finger grass or some kinda perfume in 
lodestone - oftentimes fellahs carries it. An '  den sometimes fellahs has a 
pocket-piece like dis dey carries fo' luck. Dat's a piece of John de Conker 
[he shows it]. 

(How do you prepare this?) 
Well, yo' take it an' yo' put it in a little bag like dis [he shows it]. 
(In a red flannel bag.) 
In a red flannel bag. Yo' take a piece of lodestone an' put in that bag with 

it an' yo' take a little bit of sachet powders an' put in dat bag. Yo' take a 
silver dime an' put it in dere between de lodestone an' High John de Conker root. 
Take yo' a piece of white thread an' carry it round dat-a-way nine times. Yo' 
carry it round dat-a-way nine times an' take it right in dere wit yore finger an' 
bring it right dis way nine times. Tie it into nine knots. 

(Now wait a minute. The first time you carry this thing away from you or 
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towa rds y ou ? )  
You c a rry i t  away f rom you nine time s.  
(On thi s  s ide he re you tie a knot? ) 
No s ir, yo ' don ' t tie no kno t - yo'  je st carry it h eah .  
(You jus t  h old i t  the re ? ) 
An '  hold i t  there ,  yo ' understand ,  an ' make a loop ke tch it - don ' t tie n o  

kno t ata ll, make a l oop ke tch i t. B rin g it b ack to yo ' nine times . An ' y o'  
b rin g it back to y o '  then nine times an ' tie n ine kno ts in it righ t in de cente r  
like that. All right, yo ' c arry i t  this-a- way nine times . 

(N ine times len gth wi se - away from y ou ?) 
Yes s ir - right th is -a- way n ine times . 
Al l righ t y o' git done with i t  an ' yo ' take a s traigh t  pin an ' s tick ri gh t  

d own in the re - righ t  in de top. Take d is b a g  an ' yo ' tie it rea l  tight - tie 
in de top like dat an ' wea r  it e ithe r  u p  heah o r  in y ore lef t  pocke t.  

(Ei ther unde r you r  hea rt o r  in your pocke t. ) 
Or e ith er in y ore l e f t  pocket. 
(And wha t  is tha t  b a g  s u ppos ed to do f o r  you ? )  
Dat suppo sed to g ive y ou l uck - dr ive awa y  d e  e vil spi rits an ' b rin g luck an ' 

succes s an ' make f riend s w it e verybody - yore enemies w ill be yore f riends ,  
fel lah s who d on ' t like y o' wi ll c ome tuh like y o '. 

Ah've got a piec e o f  d i s  John de Conker [wh ich he ha d jus t  sh owed to me] 
supposed to b e  go od for date Yo ' su ppos ed tuh us e it wi t hoty oit. Der e ' s  a 
o i l  dat yo' use wi t it - it' s a li ttle red oi l, de y c a ll it de hoty oit. Yo' 
h a ve to order it. Yo ' takes dis oil an' yo ' keeps it .'n oin ted wi t dis - kee p  
d is root a noi nted wi t di s oil. [ Th e  tec hn ic a l  word �r anoin ting is often cal led 
feeding.] An' when yo' gi t ready tuh leave h ome dat mawnin '  yo' take s o me of d is 
o i l  an' po ' it in y ore han' an ' rub i t  on y o re han ' d at-a -way an' rub i t  c ro s s  
y o re ches t like dat - jes ' like tha t. 

(Your righ t on your shoul der and you b ri ng i t  d own acr oss your ches t. And 
your le f t  h and y ou ha ve on th e  ri gh t  s i de a nd b r ing it s trai gh t  a c ross . )  

S trai gh t  ac ros s i t  like tha t. An' wh ile yo '  doi n '  tha t  why s ay s d e  Our Father 
prayers. 

(That's whe n  y ou go do wn to get a job f rom the b oss ? )  
Yes sir . 
( Th at little r ed b a g  like tha t  - where d o  y ou ge t th ose ,  b uy the m? ) 

Ah ordahs 'em. 
(Oh ,  th ey have draw str i ngs on th em. ) 
Ah o rdahs ' em  from Te nnes s ee . 
(From Memph is - the Cu ri o Produc ts Company ? )  [ Tha t prob ab ly su rpris e d  h im. ) 
Y es su h. 
Ah makes a straight nail for ru nni n' a per s on crazy by us in '  three s tr ands of 

dere h air i n  a pine tr ee -
(Oh , you to ld me that. ) [Brunswick , G a . ,  (1175) , 19 88:8; s ma ll- ti me doator.] 
738. Now when a woman wants her husb and to b ri ng he r  his mo ney , she takes 

s ome ki n'a root dey call de king root, an' she take s da t root and she wea rs it 
r ound he r wais t on a b an d  - see,  make a b a nd an ' wear it round he r wais t. Well, 
yo ' kin see dat fe llah won't e ven b reak h is e nve lo pe - whe n  he gi t d e  enve lope 
he co me righ t  dere and gi ve her his money . S he s ay d at' s lo ve. [ S t.  P e tersb urg , 
Fla., (995), 1607:4.] 

739. It's a root in d e  woods dey c all de shame bush root. It' s a b r ier, s ee . 
It ru n away off l ik e  da t, an' de b ushes on it, yo ' kin tetch i t  anywhere on de 
e nd - jes t te tch i t  - a ll dem b u sh es wi ll, y o' know, will s he t  up. Dat why dey 
ca ll ' em de shame bush - y o' k now, de lea ve s  o n  it. 
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[This very common root in hoodoo is called the shame brier; outside hoodoo 
circles it is usually known as shame vine. This is the sensitive brier Sahrankia 
unainata. ] 

Well, yo' go dere an' dig dis root up. Hit grows a pretty good piece down in 
de ground - ah reckon 'bout three-fo' foot deep. She grows an' hit's a prong, 
see, on de end of it. Well, yo' go on down dere till you git to de prong. Well, 
yo' bring that on up an' cut it off right to de prong, see. Well, yo' take it 
den an' sew it up in a rag an' git chew some John hearts aoZogne an' puts it into 
another little bottle an' po' dat John hearts aoZogne onto it, an' dat's whut 
chew do wit de rest. 

(What will that do?) 
Dat make yo' lucky in anything - success in anything. [Waycross, Ga., (1136), 

1848:2. ] 
740. Ah tell yo' whut ah done about data Ah done dis heah in '37. It wus a 

man in Northcross[?]. Ah went to him - someone tole me yo' know. Well, ah wus 
wanting a job. Ah heard dat he could do anything he wanta do - jes' 1ak ah wanta 
go up to yo' an' say, "Captain, len' me fifty do11ahs." Dis man say dat he could 
do dat, yo' understand. 

Well, ah went on ovah dere. When ah got to dis man, ah went down to de -
wusn't make much, jes' makin' 'bout three or fo' do11ahs. Ah paid him a do11ah 
or two do11ahs till ah git him paid, y()' ��. He say, "Now, yo' give me seven 
do11ahs an' yo' kin do any thin , in de world yo' want." -Ah went ahead on tuh work 
an' got dis money an' give it to dis fellah. Ah give him seven do11ah an' a 
quarter - he wanted seven do11ah and a half, but ah give him dis seven do11ahs. 
He give me a han'fu1 of devi1's-shoestring - whut people call devi1's-shoestring 
an' tie it up. He tole me, he says, "When yo' git ready to do anything yo' wanta 
do, or borrow some money from somebody, or ask someone �o' a job," he said, "yo' 
take an' take a piece of devi1's-shoestring an' put it underneath yore mouth an' 
chew it, an' take it an' spit it in each han'. Rub it in yore han', take an' 
spread it all ovah yorese1f." An '  he says, now, yo' could do anything yo' wanted 
tuh do. 

Well, ah went ahead an' tried it - went to de man dat ah wus workin' wit an' 
ast him. De man say, "Well, ah can't do dat." 

Well, he tole me, say, "Now, yo' wants tuh buy a new automobile an' ain't got 
de money." Say, "Yo' don't need but five dollars." He say, "Yo' go to a man an' 
tell him yo' got five do11ahs to put on a car an' walk off fo' steps from dis man 
an' spit, 1ak to warn dis man. See, let de spit go right down on de groun' tuh 
warn dis man, an' ah'll guarantee yo' he'll come at yore command an' let chew 
have dis car by payin' five do11ahs, an' say yo' kin git de car." 

Well, ah went ahead an' tried all dat, but de fellah wouldn't sell de car, an' 
all de stuff ah tried, it nevah did come tuh pass. [Florence, S. Car., (1311), 
2223:1. J 

741. Ah tell yo', since ah've been in Savannah - ah've been heah now, if ah 
make no mistake, ah think ah've been heah now 'bout fo'teen-fifteen, fo' sixteen 
yeahs. Ah think ah have - sixteen yeahs if ah make no mistake an' if anything it 
may be a little 10ngah. 

Well, ever'where ah have stayed, people have done me bad, have done me dirty, 
an' look 1ak tuh me it because ah tried to treat people nice - look 1ak dat dey 
jes' fall out wit me. Well, since ah been ovah heah - ever' street ah would move 
off hit would be somepin else - but since ah been ovah heah on "L" street ah've 
had de best luck ah've evah had, looked 1ak to me, since ah've been big enough 
tuh know mahse1f. Well, ah tell yuh, ah walked one day about six miles, me an' 
anothah lady. Ah went with her to her auntie's aftah some plums. An' when we 
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got out dere she give us de p lums an ' then she had a great b ig bunch of gwah-lic 
[ garlic] . Ah says , ah say, "Ab shore would like to buy a piece of dat swah-lic 
from yo ' . "  

She say, "Awh - that's too much, ah wouldn't sell it." Say, "Go on pull yo' 
up a bunch." She s ays, "When yo' git home jis ' stick it out." 

She didn ' t  know whut ah want tuh did . Ah s ays, "Ah shore will." 
When ah got home ah clipped de root of it off an ' - hit [ there was] a tas sel 

had de s eed. Ah took dat root part an' ah took it an ' tied a s tring on it an ' 
hung it up ovah mah front do ' . An' dat othah s eed part [tas sel] ah tied a string 
on hit an' hung it up on mah middle room do ' .  An ' ever since den it looked lak 
to me ah ' ve b een havin ' pretty good luck .  Ah been havin' pretty good luck -
pretty good . An' people tells me, says,  "Cer ' inly looked lak s ince yo ' moved 
roun' heah dat yo ' has good luck." On dat swah-lic. 

S o  ever ' nine days ah goes to dat swah-lic an' sorta whack on it, yo ' know , 
an ' let de s cent git ovah de house, yo ' know . An' ah has pretty good luck, heah 
in dat gwah-lic. Ah shure do . [ Savannah , Ga., (1272), 2154:1.] 

742. They're tryin' tuh run yo', Well, yo' take s omething dat chew wears 
next to yo ' and b ury it right undah de steps and if yo ' b ury dat undah yore s teps 
you won ' t have to go nowhere . Den, if dat don't do, well, den you go - if you 
kin git, think of it, dere ' s  a kinda weed dey cal l de devil ' s -shoes tring, Ah 
used to use ' nuf f [ in my] time . Take dat and �ound it up and put it some place 
ovah a pitchure s omewhere ab out chure fireplace . Dat ' s  de best . Now, dos e 
things is very good. Ah used to use  dem years b ack . 

(Well, now what will this devil ' s-shoes tring do, then?) 
Well, that·devil's-shoes tring is a kind o f  a s tring - it always called de boss 

weed in de woodS. Used to use it when ah was gamb ling.  
(Well, if I put this over the mantelpiece, what will that do?) 
We ll, dat always will keep yo ' mind togethah - p ut a little whiskey on it 

sometime, dat will keep yore mind together. 
(Is that to keep people from harmiBg you or what?) 
Yeah, keep your home [ safe] . [Mobile, Ala . , (69 l), 920:5.] 
743. An' den dere's anothah way yo ' kin do it . Yo ' kin take up a fellah's 

[ foot] track. Yo' k in write his name in his track - if yo ' know his name, j es ' 
write his full name in his track. 

(With what?) 
Yo' know, wit yore finger.  Take yore finger, dis finger, an' write his full 

name in his track. Take up dat track [demons trates]. 
(You use that right - index finger of the right hand . )  
Yes , sir. Take up that track an ' go to de woods.  Have yo ' s een wire grass up 

heah in No'th Georgia ? 
(Wire grass? I know what it is.) 
[ This means I had seen a wild grass.  I did no t and do not know its name.] 
Yes, sir. Yo' go to a b ig b unch of wire grass an' dig up dat wire grass by de 

roots; jes' take yore shovel an' have yo' another shovel - dig up dat wire grass 
by de root, de whole root o f  dat wire gras s . [ Presumably two spades are needed 
for a clump of wild grass . ] Yo' dig up de whole root of dat wire gras s an' jes ' 
put dat track in dere. When yo' put dat track in dere, hit on top of it three 
times like this , "God de Father, God de Son, God de Holy Ghos t" - jes ' like dat . 

(What do you hit it with - your hand or the s hovel?) 
De shovel . An' say, "Wllosoevah passes dis track with not good things in his 

mind" - be s ure to put it though along where dis fellah travels at, yo ' know he 
travels long dere where yo' carry dat - "whosomevah passes dis track with not 
good things on his mind, he s hall be buried j es' de same as this di rt . "  An '  walk 
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away after yo' say them three words. 
(You do that in case he has any hard feeling against you?) 
Yes, sir - in case me an' him would git in some kind of a dispute or somepin 

an' ah thought he wus tryin' tuh harm me any way or he would harm me some way, 
an' it would better fo' me tuh do dat den to have to hurt him an' den have to go 
befo' de law, see. [Brunswick, Ga., (1175), 1985:5.] 

7 44.  For you to walk over? Shure, you kin do dat easy. You go to work, you 
kin make a cross out of dese needles. Yes, sir. Git you a piece of red flannel. 
Git you some of dis High John de Conker - it's notched, you kin cut off a notch 
of it or as many notches you want, whatsomever you wants to happen to a person. 
If you want him crippled up, you prob'bly take about three notches in it and -
not too large dat you kin bend it - and get dat red flannel and sew it. Try to 
sew it in a cramp [not crimp] so it will be cramped like dat [demonstrates]. 

(Sew this John the Conqueror in a cramped way?) 
Yes, bind it lak, you see. And stick dese needles across on each side of it -

dese needles and bury it under a man's [door]steps just de way; if he is going 
up dis way, bury it oblong [parallel to steps] so he will walk straight ways 
[straight] over it. And he'll become chestbounded in his laigs. His laigs will 
always feel lak dey are in a strain - fin'lly git so he can't walk on his laigs. 

[In walking straight (strai�ht ways) across the root buried obZong (parallel 
to the doorstep), the person ,passing right-angled over the root completes the 
making of a cross sign - therefore he puts a cross on or crosses up himself (see 
margin-title Marks). Since a person would never walk over a crossmark on his 
doorstep, this underhanded (undersZeeve) device (see margin-title UndersZeeve 
Work) is a trick (see margin-title Tricks). Besides, with the crossed needles 
also beneath the doorstep - this is a doubZecross.] 

(Now, in crossing these needles, do you put one across the top of the root and 
one underneath the root?) 

Dat's right. Put you a cross - jes' dis way, one on top and one underneath 
of it and bury it wit dem needles one across at de bottom and one on top. [The 
needles are crossed by sticking them through the flannel.] [Norfolk, Va., (491), 
527:6.] 

745. Ah had one [case] - Miss Katy Jones which was harmed, she had frogs in 
her. These frogs had came [from] de crushed bones of a live toady. De bones was 
grind and placed into de food with a serpent's head crushed with it and put into 
her food that she eat and create a growth. From this growth in her stomach - I 
could bring her fer you to see. An' taking a boner?] weed, which dey call a herb 
which dey call a pestle - a pounder. 

(What is the name of this weed?) 
De weed? A boner?] weed, dey call it. Yes, sir. Strip it up. 
(Is it a bone weed, like b-o-n-e - bone of your body?) 
Dh, no sir - a bore [or boar] weed - it grows like people say - dey call it 

de gall of de earth - a yella root. 
[Do pestZe, pounder and bore or boar weed suggest that he is talking about the 

Zion's-foot, a possible identification for his gaZZ of de earth? The latter root 
is frequently used.] 

Take it and pull de bark from it up - you have to for casting, dat's de way ah 
always does it. 

[Pulling the bark up is upward magic to make the patient throw up, vomit, have 
a casting (up); just as dOwnward magic, usually rubbing downward, drives pain or 
disease downward and out of the body through the feet.] 

Next, boil de herb and put a pickamarrow[?] into it. 
(A what?) 
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A pickamarrow[?]. 
(What 's that?) 
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That's a bush that grows high but you use de root of it. And boil de root and 
give dat to her to drink and that will 'cum'late a casting on [in] de stomach and 
that will bring de dangerous poison from de body, and then we kin be able to heal 
that body after bringing the casting from it. Otherwise, from that, if they have 
it in them and you never git a caskey [casting], you kin not cure de body. 

(What is that caskey - what is that?) 
That's heaving up - like you see some people heave up. 
(I see - that's what they heave up, I see.) 
That's de way I would get mine from 'em - let 'em heave it up, de poison part. 
And like rattlesnake's buttons off de body, you know, de rattle part of a 

rattlesnake - de powders from dat, people say dat will run you blind. Well, no 
doubt it will, if it git in yore eyes it will run you blind, but if it's crushed 
up into a powder and you eat that, that will create a death, because you kin not 
live with that in you. 

(Well, isn't there any way to cure it, if they got that - �--'t.hem?) 
Yes, sir. Take dat - that herb for them to throw up. 
(That will cure them, too.) 
An' you have to take a gallberry. You know what a gallberry bush is - take 

de berry from a gallberry bush and put it in water and squeeze de juice from de 
gallberry which dat is a snake food. 

(What do you do with that, then?) 
You squeeze it and take that juice from that and boil it. After boiling de 

juice, turn it into de person to drink, as after dey go to drug store and take a 
dose of castor oil. If dey have a cold, castor oil will break de cold on 'em, 
from dem, and dem [they] will be able to git rid of it. But if dey drinks dis 
medicine off of de gallberry leaves and de rattlesnake master, that will be able 
to help dem get rid of it. 

(Get rid of this - from the rattlesnake-button powder.) [Since gallberry 
(inkberry) is thought to be a snake food, here is another example of like cures 
like.] [Savannah, Ga., 655:1.] 

746. It's a certain part of root you kin git in de woods and dey call it 
A livin' Amongst de Dead. I know 'em. 

(The root is called?) 
Livin' Amongst de Dead. See. And dey takes two - only two grows up in one 

bunch, and you took dose two - it's a woman and a man and you keep dat and dat'll 
go to work and carry you through. Alivin' Amongst de Dead. Dat's right. 

(This Living Among the Dead - that root, have they any other name for that 
root or is that the only name they have for it?) 

Yes, dat's de only name. 
(The only name they have. I see. And if you keep that around you, then no 

one can hurt you?) 
No sir. 
(What does it look like?) 
You see, dere two grows up togethah, and dey bend togethah jes' like dat. 
(Stick right together?) 
Yes, and de bush grows up about dat tall and turns out like dat. 
(Each bunch turns over towards .the ground?) 

Yes, sir, dat's right. 
(You put The Living Among the Dead - you carry it in your pocket.) 
Yes. 
(When you are hunting a job - when you get there, you put it in front of you 
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and they can ' t  t urn you down ? ) 
Yes . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 0 2 ) , 5 4 6 : 2 . ] 
7 4 7 . Dey comin ' roun ' yore home all de t ime an ' yo ' can ' t keep ' em  ' way from 

dere , yo ' go out in de wo ods an ' g i t  chew s ome John de Conker , whi ch an ' dat ' s  
b l ack snakeroot . An' yo ' g i t  chew ha1f a pint o f  wh iskey an ' yo ' take dat whis key 
an ' d en put i t  in d em  roo ts an ' s t eep i t . Po ' it b a ck in de b o t t l e  an ' let i t  
s e t  two day s . An ' a f t er i t  s e t  ovah two days den yo ' po ' i t  out . Yo ' s t rain i t  
an ' when yo ' po ' i t  o u t  i t  wi l l  b e  b rown - s e e , wh i t e  whiskey [moonshine ] will 
turn i t  b rown j es t  de s ame as charred [ legal ] wh iskey [ usually called b rown sr 
red whi s key ] .  An ' wh en dat party ' s  comin ' to yore hous e agin , o f f er him a drink 
an ' if dey dr ink dat wh iskey why dey ain ' t coming b a ck no mo l .  

( I s  John the Conqueror roo t the same as th is b lack snakero o t ? ) 
Y as suh - i t ' s  de s ame thing . [ This is info rmant ' s  own ident i f i cation . ]  

[ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 11 8 2 ) , 1 9 9 3 : 13 . ] 
7 48 . I was in a p lace once in Beaumont , Texas . I was wo rking on a j ob .  A 

lady s ent word by ano ther fel low t o  me tha t  she could help me out on the j ob .  
We ll , when he t old me that , I t o ld h im ,  say , "Ah don ' t b e lieves in tha t . "  I s ay ,  
"Th e r e  ain ' t  noth in ' l ike dat I s ay ain ' t  but one th ing to help you , " I s ay , " and 
dat ' s  J esus Ch ris t . "  He s ay , "Oh , yes it did , b oy , "  he s ay ,  "she g ive me s o-and
s o and I was so-and-so-and- so . "  We ll , I told h im - I decid ed then I would go . I 
went to her and she g iv es me a lo des tone , g ives me John the Conquer root , s ome 
kind of sweet smell ing o i l  and powder wrapped up into a b all [ this is a hand ] . 
And I went back t o  the j ob and th e man told me he d idn ' t  want me no more . That ' s  
what happened ab out that . [New O r leans , La . , ( 7 9 5 ) , 1109 : 3 . ] 

7 4 9 . [Arres tation is a s toppage ,  a suspen s ion o f  action caus ed by mag i c  - the 
S leep ing B eauty theme b e ing a f amous examp l e . ] 

I t  was a man in Newport News that was giving a show . During the show the cop 
s ays , "You are rais ing too much ex ci tement" - b e caus e the peop le was holler ing 

ARRE STATION 
AND 

PARALYS I S  

and laughing . The cop walked up there to arres t him and h e  pointed 
his f ing er to him and s ays , " I ' m  no t doing any harm . I ' m wo rking 
for an hones t  l iv ing like you ar e . "  "I ' m  go ing t o  arrest you . " 
He s ays , "You canno t . "  He poin t ed h is f ing er at h im and th e cop 
s t opp ed . He went righ t  on s elling his medi cine . The cop remained 

righ t  ther e . Af t er awh i l e  he took his f inger and said , "You pas s on . "  And th e 
cop went on ab out his busines s . And he wasn ' t  arres t ed neither . [ O ld Point , 
Comfo r t , Va . , ( 3 2 ) , Ed . ; Newp ort News , Va . ,  1 9 2 4 , informant not real i z ing cop a 
p art of show . ] 

7 5 0 . (All righ t  - wha t ab out that broom? ) 
Ah s ay ah knowed a woman that she was tricked with de b ro om .  She was sweeping 

her h ous e , grabb ed that b ro om one morning - she lef t i t  out on the porch . You 
see ,  s omeb ody had angry in ' em agains t her and come along and dressed her b room 
s ome way or ' no ther . And one morning she went and g rabb ed that b room ,  and � 
she grabb ed that b room she couldn ' t  turn i t  lo ose - she was j us t  t aken with p ains 
all in h er hand , couldn ' t  t urn tha t  b room loose . 

( Bo t h  hands ? ) 
Yes , s i r . 
We ll , they had s ent and g e t  the hoodoo doctor. When the hoodoo doctor come 

h e  j us t  wa lked in and t o le ' er to , " turn th at b room loos e - wha t ' s  de mat t er wi t 
y ou . "  And her hands f l ew open . I t  could have b een th e s ame man that did that , 
you see [but see No . 64 1 ,  p . 2 1 7 ] . Well , he dress ed her hands an ' an ' int [ anoint ] 
them around her e  and wrapp ed them up and sh e  go t  al l r ight . [ Vi cksb urg , Miss . ,  
( 7 5 7 ) , 1039 : 7 . ] 

7 5 1 . My grandmo ther h ad a very dear friend , i t  was a woman , and she came to 
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see her . S i t ting , talking , while she was do ing her s ewing , she b eg an to s p i t 
around on the floor . Th e convers at ion cont inued on . And when she go t ready to 
g o , my gr andmo ther s t arted to rise to g o  with her , and she entreated her to s i t  
s t i l l  and no t to get up . S h e  ins i s t ed o n  h e r  s e t t ing down and s o  s h e  didn ' t  g et 
up . And after she had g one quite awhile , when she s t arted to g et up she couldn ' t 
even mov e .  Sh e remained that way for a long whi le . They worked on her s o  she 
could get up , but she never did s traigh t en up . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 7 4) , Ed . ;  
in O rang e Co . ,  Va . , 1886 . ]  

752 .  My husb and rented a house in S t aunt on , Virginia , and went to P it tsb urg 
to make money to buy a home . Wh i l e  he was in Pi t t sburg , th is man he rented the 
hous e from , I used to go around with his wi fe and I was very nice to her . I used 
to g ive her lunch every Sunday nigh t wh en we came from chur ch . My husb and had 
wr i t t en to me to ask Mr . Dodd to look after the hogs b e ing b u t chered . O f  course 
I told Mrs . Dodd about i t  and she told me , "Don ' t  b o ther Mr . Dodd . Mr . Do dd s ays 
that he don ' t  ki ll h i s  own hogs and he ain ' t  g o ing to kill anyb ody e l se ' s . " So 
I said , "All r ight , then . " S o when he seen me having the men ki l l  the hogs he 
s aid to his wi f e , "I wonder how it comes Mrs . Baker didn ' t  h ave me look over it ? "  
She s aid , 1 1 1  do n ' t know but I told you that ' s  the way some co lored people do es . "  
So he asked me and I s aid , "Your wife told me no t to ask you t o  h e lp ab out the 
hogs . "  O f  cours e  that was hi s wife and I wasn ' t  go ing to b o ther . I s ai d , "My 
husb and has s ent money to pay you . " 

After that then she wanted me to go to church with her . They had a revival . 
I didn ' t want to go with her b ecause she was go ing with ano ther man . My husb and 
was working and t aking care o f  me and I d idn ' t want to do no thing wrong . S o  I 
told her ,  "You know they s ay that church is condemned . You know my husb and ain ' t 
here and I ' m a fraid s ometh ing might happen and there woul d b e  nob o dy here to t ake 
care of the ch ildren . "  So that was my get -o ff to keep from g o ing wi th her . 

So her daughter , she was a young woman , us ed to come down there and s e t  with 
me . And she s a id , "Mrs . B aker , my mo ther has fi-:r:ed s omething for you . I t ' s  in a 
b ot tl e  and I found i t  and took it and put i t  over in the o rchard . And don ' t you 
ea t no thing she brings you . " They had an old-home week there . They decorate the 
wagons and sh ow what they have to sell . Her and I went down to s ee the parade , 
me and the young girl . S o  she says to me , "There ' s  tha t b o t t le" - wh en we was 
c oming b ack . And I tried to get it but I couldn ' t get it . Even my hand was 
right on it and I couldn ' t  pi ck it up . And I as ked her to get it . So she g o t  
i t  and I come o n  home with i t  and put i t  under lock and key. 

And th at very day then , the old woman didn ' t  mi s s  the b o t t l e ,  she b rough t me 
b e ets and potatoes and beans and a lot of ni c e  thing s and corn bread . I d idn ' t 
eat i t  b ecaus e the girl had told me not too . I t  look very temp t ing . S o  I s aid 
to the kids , "Don ' t  you all want s ome of this , thing s that Mrs . Dodd b rought me ? " 
And they said , "No , mama . Wh at you don ' t eat , we don ' t  want none . "  S o  I took 
the food she b rought me and s craped i t  out to the chi ckens . The chi ckens what 
was on the outs ide of my wi re fence , they e t e  i t  and they all went b lind . 

So when I go ups t airs , I did - and look at this b o t t l e  and take i t  down to the 
do ctor . Yes , he was a real doctor . Doctor [ S omeb o dy ] o f S t aunton . I asked i f  
h e  kn ew  what was i n  the b ot t le . Wel l , he named a l l  the thing s that h e  knowed was 
in the b ot t le , but he s aid he would have to s end the b o t t l e  away to h ave it ana
ly zed to see what was in i t . But she h ad new nail s , new t acks , new needles , and 
my hair I gues s , and night water . S o  he s ays , "Don ' t  g e t  none o f  that in you . " 
S o  I s aves the b o t t l e  and carried i t  to P i t t sb urg t o  show i t to my husb and . And 
I had this daugh ter along with me . She and her mo ther didn ' t get along . She 
s aid to me one day , "Mr s . Baker , why don ' t  you do away wi th that . Why do you 
keep on keep ing i t ? " S o  I s ays to mys e l f , "I don ' t know what to do with i t . I ' m  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 253 

afraid to put it in running water b ecause it migh t run me away . "  Then I put it  
in the fire and burnt it . I got  the girl to burn i t . All the different colors 
you ever saw came off  that s tuff  while burning l [New York City ,  ( 7 ) ,  Ed . ]  

753 . Yo ' kin go out to de fo l ks o f  de road an ' i f  yo ' got anything tuh use , 
why yo ' kin turn ei ther way - dis fo l k  o f  de road run dat-a-way and de othah fo ' k  
go dat-a-way . Yo ' turn each fo ' k  an ' thr� fo '  whosomevah yo ' got b ackwards . Go 
ahead an ' t ell de Lord dat he go . 

(What would you throw down in that road b ackwards ? What would you throw? )  
Well , ah had a fellah heah some yeahs ago da t ah went tuh when ah f i�st got 

dis s troke , an ' he said dat someb ody had fixed me dat way - dat had some aigs , 
and he tole me tuh git nine aigs . Ever ' night roun ' midnight ah was tuh take 
mah car an ' go down to dat fo ' k  of de road an ' turn backwards an ' throw one of 
de aigs ' gins t  i t , an ' say to de Lord aftah ah throw de aig , "He ' s  [You ' re ]  ab le 
tuh do all things , "  an ' throw de aig away . 

(Do you throw that down in both f orks o f  the road ? )  
Yeah , but not de same night . Yo ' go t ' a  ketch all fo ' of  de fo l ks ,  yo ' see , 

at dif f ' rent nights de s ame hour . 
( S uppose you tell me the whole s tory of how i t  happened to you - i t  b egan . )  
We ll , some yeahs ago ah used tuh b e  wi th a woman s ometime an ' ah go t  married 

agin - ah d idn ' t marry her . An ' she got mad at me an ' she wanta hurt me . So she 
went to a man up heah an ' ask him tuh kill me . Dis man came [ to my ] home an ' he 
gave some med icine tuh rub me . Ah got up outa de b ed an ' took hoI ' h im an ' said , 
"Captain , yo ' cain ' t kill  me - yo ' cain ' t kill me . "  

So  he went away an ' tole de woman dat he couldn ' t  do anyth ing to me . She went 
den - paid a trans fer - paid s even dollars tuh go tuh Beaufort [ South Carolina ] -
ovah heah to dis man , an ' de man al l he done was dis - j es t  take [ the use of ] dis 
han ' away . Ah don ' t know whut he did now , but he ' s a fellah - whatsomevah he did 
[ in Beaufort ] it come ovah heah [ to Sumter - ninety-nine miles by crow- flight ] . 
De woman , she sent me f ive dollahs by another fellah an ' p rob ' b ly dat might b e  
how d e  way det do it , too - when ah took de money put dis fellah han ' , dat might 
cause dis han tuh git ' fli cted . 

(What happened to your hand? )  
I t  kinda lak a s troke - paralyzed - de left  hand . 
(What did you do then? Tell me the whole s tory of what you have done . )  
Well , ah b egin workin ' on mahs elf then . Ah went to a woman ovah heah - little 

burg , Ho lly Hill , near Co lumb ia .  An '  af tah ah gotten dere , dis woman says to me , 
say s  - after she look ovah her cards , she says , "A woman hurt chew - she ' s got 
yo ' so dat chew can ' t  make an intercourse wit chure wife . "  So she tole me , says , 
ah mus t go  b ack home an ' take a aig - de white o f  an aig ev ' ry mawning in a tea
spoonful of whiskey . Ah did that . Well , ah found that come s traight . 

Then she work on me till she dies and after de death of  her then ah had to 
went to  ano thah man . So ah went to anothah fellah b ack ovah heah an ' he tole me 
' b out dem nine aigs . 

(What did he s ay to do? Tell me the whole s t ory ? )  
He said tuh git mah nerves b ack in dis han ' s , ah ' d  have t o  carry those aigs 

back ovah there each night - nine ni ghts he said . Af t ah ah ' d  work th em fo ' fo l k  
[ cros sroad ] ovah there , ah had t uh  hunt ano thah fo ' k - fo ' nine nigh t s . Aftah 
ah ' d  pitch de aig yo ' see , an ' turn b ackward an ' s ay ,  "Nuthin ' could [ can ] ovah
power God , "  and throw de aig b ackwards in dat road , an ' come b ack de next night 
an ' throw it  dat-a-way , an ' come b ack de nex ' nigh t  an ' throw it  dat-a-way , an ' 
come b ack de nex t night an ' ,  when ah git through wit dat , ah ' d  hunt anothah fo ' k  
till ah work up tuh nine aigs . 

(What happened then ? )  
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Well , ah got ' long purtty good . Ah kin use de han ' where ah couldn ' t  use 
it ' tall . Ah couldn ' t  pick up nuthin ' in dis han '  but ah kin pick up dis penny 
[ d emonstrat es ] - ah kin plow wit dis han ' an ' shovel wit mah han '  all right now -
purtty good. [ Sumter, S. Car . , ( 13 7 7 ) ,  2446 : 2. ]  

7 54. There was a man that had a farm and people would go backward and forth 
through this place. There was a public road and they wouldn ' t  go around. He 
wanted them not to  go through here . So all he could do to them they continued . 

Well , he goes to work and an old colored man [ a  aunjure ] came along and 
MARKS he said, "What seems to be the trouble that you are always worrying about 

these people? " And he says , "I can ' t s top them from going t hrough here . "  
And the old man said, "Well , give me ten dollars and I ' ll s top them. " He said , 
"I ' m  go ing to give you t en dollars in the morning , you come here . "  He said the 
next morning he came there and he says , "Come on back and see what I am telling 
you to do . Now give me the ten dollars . "  He takes some flour, he takes some 
salt, and he goes to the path where they get over the gap and draws a mark, an 0 
[ the let ter 0 - that is, a circle] ,  and he steps off a lit tle ways and draws an 

X [ the let ter X - that is , a cross ] .  He sprinkles this salt , he sprinkles this 
flour on bo th of them - the X and the O .  He goes back to him and says, "They 
won ' t  cross over there any more . "  When the old lady came there to the fence , 
she crawled over , and when she crawled over she seen this salt and this flour . 
She crawled right back over the fence . She goes back to her husband and says , 
"Husband , don ' t  go over there . They done triak us across there." [Old Point 
Comfort , Va. , ( 32) , Ed . ; 1906 in King William Co. , Va. ] 

75 5 . They take it pretty much for granted all of my race - if you' re going 
along the street and you make a mark , they ' ll go way around yonder . [ Old Point 
Comfort , Va. , ( 32), Ed . ] 

7 5 6 . It was a man in Princess Anne County [ Virginia ] .  He had los t a lot of 
chickens and they kept on stealing , and so he goes and gets a bulldog and chains 
him to the door [ o f  the chicken hous e ] . This dog was a terrible dog . So when 
this man came there to steal, he taken a stick, put a scratch on it [ perhaps a 
cross mark to aross up the dog ] and stuck it down in the ground , and goes in 
there where this dog were. That dog laid right down and went to sleep . He taken 
every one of this man ' s  chickens and he writ ten a sign and put it upon the door. 
I t  said ,  "Raise some more, I ' m  coming again. " [ Old Point Comfort, Va . ,  ( 32) , 
Ed . ; happened 19 16 , so it is said . ]  

7 5 7 . Old Mr . Ed. , he's dead now . The children were playing hopsco tch on 
the ground . When he started in his gate he saw these marks and j umped back 
and thought somebody was going to fix him . He went around the back way and 
gets  over the fence and comes in the house. He made his wife go out and scrub 
those marks off . [ Fredericks burg , Va . , ( 45 ) , Ed . ; about 19 26 . ]  

758 . I had an old lady draw a ring [ on the ground ] with a stick for me once. 
She spit in the ring and said I would never live to be a man . That worried my 
mother so, that I told my mother we had to go back and talk to the lady. So I 
went to her house that night and I said , "Martha , please mam, take that wish o f f  
o f  me that I would never live t o  be a man. " She thought I was hollering and 
sassing her in the s treet - she thought I was giving her some sass . That's the 
reason she drawed that ring and spit in it . She told me if that was the case, 
she ' d  take that wish off of me . I don ' t  know what she did . But here I am . I 
was nine years old. [ Fredericksburg ,  Va. , ( 39), Ed . ] 

759 . If they were going down the road and they met someone who was supposed 
to be a aunjure , they ' d  go back down to the crossroad where they ' d  met them and 
make an X mark right in the middle of the cross [ center of the crossroad ] and 
that would keep away t he bad luck. [ Snow Hill, Md. , (83 ) , 2 : 7 ;  informant from 
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Nansemond , Co . , Va . ]  
760 . I ' ve heerd mah mothah s ay dat you ' d  take some s alt an ' pepper sometime , 

then you could take an ' mix i t  up with some s and , sprinkle it  acrost de road ,  you 
know , an ' cross it up [make a cross with it ] . She s ay if ' en you step acrost i t , 
why i t  would cripple yeh . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( 9 7 ) , 12 : 2 . ] 

761 . I heard about a man ones t , him and a woman had a fallen-out , and dey say 
she come out to  de doo r that morning and make a cross mark right in front of de 
door . And dey s aid he walked out dere dat morning and he looked at i t  and didn ' t 
pay i t  no at tent ion . As he  walked acros t it  he fell down . And dey taken him up 
and carried him on b ack in de house . And dey s ent and got  a root doator . After 
he come dere he give him a belt to wear . [Wi lmingt on , N .  Car . , ( 249) , 246 : 5 . ]  

7 6 2 . Yo '  take an ' ole b room an ' yo ' kin go in front o f  their place an ' yo ' 
sweep a little p lace ; yo ' know , j es t  a li t t le place with the b room part . An ' 
yo ' take de handle an ' yo ' kin draw dat same cross  with that b room handle , an ' 
everywhe re they move yo ' do dat , dey ' ll move fast  as yo ' do that . Ah ' ve seen 
that done s everal t imes . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1166) , 19 61 : 5 . ] 

7 6 3 . Jes ' like s omebody got more den yo ' and dey b ig ity wi t cha and yo ' want 
make dem sit pore like yo ' • • •  yo ' go to a fork o f  de road fore dayligh t  and s i t  
s lap down o n  de ground j es t wi th yere foots s treched out , an ' call h i s  name three 
times and drag cross dat ro ad to  de eas t - from de wes t  to de eas t . Go , j es t 
drag wi th yore hands and say ,  "I  want chew to be"  - j es t  call dey name - III want 
chew to b e  j is ' like dis , "  and drag from de north to the south [ thus dragging a 
cross ]  and git up and walk off  and don ' t  say nuthin ' . But you got ' a  do dat fore 
day in de mawnin ' do ' [ though ] . They say you do it fer three time and dey say , 
j es t  watch ' em and they goin ' git  that-a-way - goin ' g it rasgety pat chy and goin ' 
git  down j es t  like you did . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 49 ) , 68 6 : 5 . ] 

7 64 . Den if you wanta turn anyb ody around , keep ' em from coming in yore 
premises any way , take in de road an ' makes a round ring like a wheel an ' cross 
i t ; make two crosses in it like a wheel - dat make like a spoke in de wheel , an '  
take yo ' some salt an ' sulphah an ' put in each one o f  dem p laces , each one of dem 
places where hit in de round of de wheel . Yo ' see , j es t  drop a little piece in 
each wheel - dat b e  ab out fo r p laces in de wheel yo ' have [ only one cross made 
in circle ] , an ' dat will turn ' em round , yo ' see . [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , (1055) ,  
1 7 15 : 4 .  ] 

765 . I t ' s  a vine - ah dunno whut chew call i t  - it ' s  some kind o f  a vine dat 
dey call a aross vine . [ Crossvine is a woody vine (Bignonia aapreo tata) in the 
southern United S tates ; a transvers e s ect ion of a stem often showing a cross 
mark . ] I t  grows an ' of cos ' if  yo ' move that , why yo ' won ' t  have any luck an ' 
yo '  b e  t roub led in every way - no prosper of no kind an ' fin ' lly yo ' ll j is t  have 
it in yore mind tuh move . 

(What do you do with that vine , now? ) 
Put it undah de ceiling of a hous e .  
(Under the cei ling - l ike that up there ? )  
Yo '  kin put i t  up ovah the do ' or underneat ' undah de s teps . 
(You get two pieces o f  this aross vine and cross it , s o  that if anybody moves 

in the re they can ' t stay - they ' ll have to move . )  
Yes . [ Little Rock , Ark . , ( 89 6 ) , 146 6 : 2 . ] 
766 . I have known of people that have had the record of saying that they 

could put a bad mou th on you . They would say ,  "S o-and-s o  will happ en to you , "  
and you will not go very far b e fore s omething will happen to you . 

BAD MOUTH I am told that to a certain degree they have power for good or evil 
and when they use the evil it is very detrimental ei ther to your 

health or to your busines s b ecaus e they have learned that they have power and 
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they use it for evil doings . [New York City ,  ( 10) , near Orangeburg , S .  Car . ] 
7 6 7 .  They claim that older peop le. put their mouth on you . They predict some

thing that is going to happen to you . They s ay to you , "That ' s  all righ t ,  seven 
years will never rot . "  That means you will have tough luck . While saying that 
they point the forefing er of their right hand at you . That is sure tough luck 
for you . [Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 14 ) , Ed . ; informant from Suf folk , Va . ]  

768 . I ' ll make you like a gipsy - you be  moving from one p lace to the other . 
[Wilmington , N.  Car . , ( 207 ) , 199 : 2 . ]  

769 . Old uncle Jim C .  used to s ay ,  " I f  you say anything to me , boy , I ' ll  
spit in your path and turn you as green as a lizard . " And anybody he didn ' t 
like , they would turn aside when they met old uncle Jim C .  He ' s  been dead quite 
awhile . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (38) , Ed . ]  

7 70 .  They say , "I ' m  going to put a spider in your grub . "  I ' ve heard them s ay 
that many a time . I ' ll tell you one th ing . We used to run a oyster-house . A 
fellow setting in there by name o f  Charlie J ,  he found one of those small crabs 
in his oysters  and he got up and wouldn ' t  eat them . He s aid , "You missed me that 
time , I seen him f irs t . "  He told we put a spider in his grub . [ Freder i cksburg , 
Va . , ( 39 ) , Ed . ; see Live Things in You , in Index . ] 

7 7 1 .  I f  a person is going to put a spider in your head , they say , "I 'm  gon ' a 
put a spider in your dumplin ' . "  [New York City , ( 5 ) , Ed . ] 

7 7  2 .  "Put a spider in your dump lin ' "  mean they gon '  a root work you . 
[Wilmington , N. Car . , ( ? ) , 9 1 : 1 . ] 

7 7 3 . I gon ' a  work mah roots on you . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( 83 ) , 1 : 6 ;  Nans emond 
Co . , Va . ; this the first Telediphone cylinder . ]  

77  4 .  "I ' m  going to chew a root for you . " That means he ' s  going to give it  to 
you . He going to fix you . "I ' ll do that on a dark night - when the moon changes 
you ' ll be changed too , when I fix my root for you ; it ' s  j us t  as well to make 
peace with your God . "  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (45) , Ed . ] 

7 7 5 . This man , his name was James Brown . He lived ' tween Suffolk and Holland 
in Virginia. He was a farmer . He lived near his b irthp lace . I t  was said of him 
that when he was a boy - he was a very mis chief b oy ,  he would run across a lady ' s  
f lower garden and the lady didn ' t  see any way to keep him of f of her flowers . So 
she said to him , "Boy , if you cross my flower garden again , I 'm going to have you 
barking like a dog . "  So he crossed her f lower garden again . And that night he 
s tarted a sound something like a cough , only more like the bark o f  a dog . That 
sound s t ayed with him until he died . He would make that sound almost every two 
minutes . Sometime he would use vulgarity with it . I t  didn ' t  care where he went . 
He even made that sound in church. He raised a family of s even girls and four 
b oys . He died when he was forty-eight and the peculiar thing was he drop where 
that flower garden was . [Ocean City , Md . , ( 14) , Ed . ]  

7 76 .  I heard my mother say one time she knowed a woman got hold a lock of 
hair and b or ed a hole in a tree and p lugged it up .  This man had spells and died , 
swell out of  his head. They s ay he used to bark like a dog . [ S t .  James , Negro 
community 5 miles from Pocomoke City , Md . , ( 104) , by hand ; no electricity for my 
Telediphone . ]  

7 7 7 . The Nas sau people - we have quite a few of them heah from the colored 
race and they are very bad that way . When they are in love with yo ' an ' yo ' quit 
them , they slip undah yo ' bed an '  light six candles - right in under yo ' ,  an ' 
pretty soon yo ' go away . They tell yo ' quickly , "Ab burn candles fo '  yo ' . "  An ' 
yo ' don ' t  know whut they mean and they don ' te ll you whut they mean , but someone 
else kin t ell yo ' ,  if yo ' ask them , say , "Look heah , Sech-a-one tole me they was 
goin ' burn candles fo ' me . "  An '  they say , "Well , yo ' better look out . " Well , 
they will light them candles under yo ' bed while yo '  s leep , an ' dey burn dem six 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork -

candles under dere and when dey go down ,  why yo ' go down . 
(What color are they - any particular color ? )  

257 

Dey don ' t  have to be no part ic ' lar color - any color , j es t  so  they candles . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 1624 : 4 . ] 

7 78 .  Aunt Dorothy Wallac e ,  if  you pas sed her an ' made any remarks at her _ 
she wus a quire [ queer ] 100kin ' woman , you know - if you passed her an ' made a 
remark that anything , you know , wusn ' t  right towards her , she would turn round 
an ' look at you , she ' d  th row her hand out , she ' d  say , "You ' ll be a corpse befo ' 
mornin ' . "  An ' you ' d  come nigh bein ' there too . [ Baltimore , Md . , (144) , 4 7 : 5 ;  
Anne Arundel Co . ,  Md . ]  

7 79 . "I ' m goin ' to throw for you . "  That means I ' m goin ' to aunjure you to 
kill you in some way . [New York City ,  (11) , Ed . ]  

780 . Well , you see , mah husband , he wus a kinda like dis he wus j ealous of 
me ; and he wanted to run aroun ' h isself , but always ,  i f  I even smiled at a man , 

he wanted to ' cuse me out wid dat man . And so he come 
DOCTOR PLAYS BOTH S IDES to me and he ' d  beat me and he ' d  abuse me , he wouldn ' t  _ 

it seemed like he j is '  didn ' t care . I tole ' im I was 
gon ' a  leave ' im and I mean ' i t . And he saw me talkin ' to a fortune-te l ler man 
dat come to de hous e one day , and he sayed , "Whu ' yah doin ' , git tin ' yore fortune 
told ? "  I say , "No , "  I say , "he j is '  come dere and wanted money for him to tell 
my fortune , "  I sayed , "but I didn ' t , " I s ayed , " ' cause I didn ' t have de money . "  
I j is ' tole ' im dat a So - and i t  went on like da t , he kep t seein ' de man dere . 
But one day he had a talk wi th de man . So de fortune-te t ter man , he would t ell 
' im whut he want ed to know and tell me de same t ' ing . He seem t o  tell Bernice 
ab out me and t ell me ab out Bernice ;  see , j is '  b reakin ' peace . 

(Jus t  working one agains t the other . )  
Yes sir . He wouldn ' t care , j is '  so he gittin '  de money - he wouldn ' t care . 

He ' d  t ell on you j is '  as quick as he would on me , and he ' d  tell you about me as 
quick as he would tell me ab out choo . And he tole me dat de b est t ' ing for me 
to do - he said , to put a little salt and su1phah in mah shoe , and to get away 
from Bernice as quick as I could . And he tole Berni ce sumepin ' nother . But 
anyhow , Bernice s tartin ' gittin '  meaner and meaner . And he mus t  of tole ' im 
sumepin ' nother to do to make me stay wit ' im ,  af tah he s aw I wus gon ' a  leave 
' im ,  becuz one day he came home he gave me a quar ter - I tole ' im I wanted to go 
to a show . He say ,  "Well , "  he say , " take dat , a nickel of  it and git me a box 
of powdered sage . "  Dat ' s  whut he tole me to do . And I though t i t  was sumepin 
mighty funny , becuz he had never ast de s age b e fo ' . 

So when de fortune- te l ler man come b ack I tole ' im .  And he say ,  "Joo git dis 
sage , "  he s ayed , "but don ' choo give it to ' im . " And he said to take dis sage 
and a raw swee t patatah . He sayed ,  "Cut de sweet patatah in half and s crape some 
out of both sides de sweet patatah and put i t  on a little piece o f  papah , and put 
a pinch of dis sage in dere and a pinch of su1phah , and wrap it up and put it in 
de middle of your shoe , on both of ' em . " I cut de patatah in half , den de piece 
heah , I s crape it and put i t  [ the s crapings ] in a piece of papah , den I puts some 
su1phah in dere and some sage , and I fold dat up and put it in one shoe ; while 
off de othah s ide of  de patatah , I do de s ame t ' ing and put it in mah othah shoe . 
And I did dat a 

(What did you do to the sweet potato? ) 
You throw it away . You mustn ' t  eat any o f  i t  or nothin ' .  You have to bury it 

or eithah throw it away where nobody can find it . 
And so  I did dat a And Bernice ast me did I get de s age . I say , "NO , "  I say , 

" and that isn ' t all , "  I s ay ,  " I ' m  not gon ' a  get it , "  I say ,  "becuz you ' re not 
gon ' a  be  ab le to fix me , "  I say ,  " if I can help it . "  He s ayes , "Huh , I wasn ' t 
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gon'a fix yah. " And so dat night I picked 'im. 
( Started a quarrel with him. ) 
When he came home I picked 'im. I sayed, "Bernice, you played up nice to me," 

so he would tell me, becuz I know if I picked 'im I could git anyt'ing I wanted 
out of 'im. And he tole me. He sayed dat de man tole 'im to git some of mah 
hair and some sage and some sulphah and some dirt out de graveyard, and mix all 
of it up in a b ox, he sayed, and carry dat in his pocket and dat would make me 
stay wit 'im ; you see, cuz he'd have some o f  my hair and some dirt from de grave
yard and a piece of lodestone. He tole 'im to git 'im a little tiny piece of 
lodestone and - lodestone is suppose to draw yeh - he say dat would make me stay 
wit 'im, jes' draw me to 'im. He wouldn't tell me who to le 'im dough [though ] .  

And I tole de man [ fortune-teller ] ab out it and he p layed like he didn't know 
nuthin' ab out it. Well, he tole me to take some of mah hair, and take some dirt 
out of Bernice's tracks, out of b oth of his tracks, and put 'em in a can, and 
some sulphah and some sage, he sayed, and to keep dat with me. And he tole me to 
take some salt and sprinkle it all aroun' mah baid and put some in mah shoe and 
keep it in mah shoe. And I did dat and I certainly have got along good since 
I've b een doin' dat. 

(How long ago did this happen? ) 
Jis' ab out two months ago [Decemb er 19 36 ] .  
(Are you still with your husband? )  
No, sir. 
(You were ab le to get away from him?) 
Yes, sir. And another thing. He tole me dat if I didn ' t  make mah get-a-way 

from Bernice - he tole me dis on a Sunday night - he tole me if I didn't make mah 
get-a-way from Bernice by Wednesday, he sayed dat Bernice wus gon ' a  kill me . And 
he saw Bernice right up de street dat same Sunday night and tole Bernice dat I 
wus gon'a leave ' im by Wednesday. And Bernice came right on back and to le me. 
He sayes, "Make your b reak Wednesday night if you wanna," he say, " I'll see yah 
in hell first. " Dat ' s  whut he tole me. 

And so dat Monday l Ief' while B ernice was workin'. l Ief' becuz I know dat 
all dat Wednesday he would be watchin ' .  And he kep' comin' back b y  de house, 
even on Monday , to see was I goin' , but I managed to slip away. I haven ' t  been 
back wit ' im since . 

(Did he come after you, after you left?) 
Oh , yes sir . He tried his best to get me to go back but I' m not. And I wear 

salt in mah shoe now to keep 'im from harmin' me . [ The informant, a gir l ab out 
18, had j ust related the childhood experience given elsewhere . ]  [ Wilmington, N. 
Car. , (26 7 ) ,  262 : 1 .  ] 

781 . ["Deceit of colored root doators - work for b oth parties but white root 
doator won't .- he mentions Williams - R. D. [ [root doator - colored or white? ] ]  
in Richmond - Richmond , Va . , 365 : 1  - cy1. ref. checked - In£. 414" - Introduation 
Notes . Informant interviewed : "Thurs . ,  Apr. 22, 19 3 7  - [ [No. ] ]  414 - Wade -
fair . "  Number's Book 340-442 . ]  

782 . They said there wus a ole man an' his wife. They wus livin' lovely 
togethah fer ab out forty years an ' nobody ever known no disagreement or nuthin' 
between ' em . So  one day he wus workin ' in the field an ' there come along a ole 
man an ' says , "I want to know if you want your fortune to ld?" 

He says , "Well , no . "  
He says, "Yes , I ' ll tell you your fortune," he says, " for a quartah [ twenty

five cents ] . " 
He says, "Well, I don ' t  - I ain ' t  got de money, but I don ' t  care ab out it . "  
He says , "But you ought to have your f ortune told becuz there some things you 
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ought to know . " So  he says , "Where ' s  your wife? " 
He s ays , " She ' s  home . "  
He says , "Well ,  now , your wife has got somepin against you . " And he said , 

"Now , I ' ll tell yo ' whut choo do . "  He s ay ,  "Well , where do you keep yore razor ? "  
He said , "I ' ll tell you , "  h e  s aid , " I  keep it  home over the doah in a little 

b ox .  " 
You know , in the country where they had j is '  a little one-room house like 

they - specially they did about twenty-five or thir ty yeahs ago [before 19 36 ] -
th ey use ' ly had a litt le  shelf up ovah de doah , an ' a rack with a gun , an ' a 
little shelf to put the b oxes where maybe they had little chains , and then maybe 
nails an ' diff ' rent things like that . 

So he said that ' s  where he kep t his razor . 
So  he says , "Wel l , now , you got to wat-chore [watch your ] wife , "  say , "she may 

try to hurt choo if she got yore razor . "  He s ays ,  "I  see , "  he says , "you got a 
mole th ere - that ' s  a lucky sign . You go t a mole there , "  h e  say , "on your neck , "  
he says , "but if you wat-chure wif e , "  he s ays - ' 'well , ' ' he s ays , "I j is '  want to 
tell you t o  be careful . "  So  he tole ' im good-by . He got  the quartah . 

S o  he went on to the hous e .  When he got there th e old lady she wus in there 
f ixin ' up her husb and ' s  dinner [midday meal ] .  You know , he tole ' im, "Now , you 
mind too , how you eat" - whut she fix it fer ' im - " i f  you don ' t mind , she ' ll 
troiak you . "  S o  when he got to the house he met her , [he ] pleas ant an ' nice , an ' 
tole ' er ,  "I  want to tell yore for tune - you need yore fortune tole . "  

She s ay ,  "You don ' t know anything . "  She say , "I don ' t  wan ' a sp end mah money . "  
So  he says , "Well , I ' l l t el l  you , I ' l l  tell yore fortune for ten cents . "  
She s ays , "Well , all right . "  
He s ays , "Where is yor e husb and? "  
She says , "He ' s  in the field . "  
He s ays , "Zhoo know , " he says , "yore husband got a b ig big mole on his neck . "  
She says , "He ' s  got a mo le on his ne ck . " 
"You see , I t el l  that much ; you know I know somepin , don ' t choo? "  
She says , "Yes , that ' s  the truth . He sure has got a mole on his neck . " 
He s ays , "Well , now , I ' ll tell you whu ' choo do , "  he s ays , "don ' t he keep his 

razor right over the doah? " 
She says , "Well , I declare , you sure do know things , don ' t chew ! "  
He s ay ,  "Well , now , I t ell you that much . "  He say ,  "Now , you take that razor 

at night when he lay down - you take that razor an ' cut th at mole of f an ' you 
kin git every do11ah he ' s  keepin ' from you ; you ' ll f ind out s omep in or othah you 
ough t to b een knowin ' long along . "  

He wus s o  earnes t that she s aid , "Well ,  I ' ll  do it . "  
So he says , "NOW , I ' ll tell yeh , "  he says , "when he come , don ' t  choo say 

nuthin ' to ' im ,  you j is ' wat ch ' im an ' , " he says , "when he g oes to sleep , you 
go an ' take that razor an ' you cu t that mole off . "  

Now , he done tole the ole man out there in/the f ield that his wife gon ' a try 
do somep in or othah to troiak ' im . So when the ole man come , he looked all up an ' 
down . 

You see , b oth of ' em wus curious now , ' caus e they ' d  heard somepin . 
So she - in order to keep from sayin ' somep in or othah to ' im - she goes an ' 

gits ' er mouth fu1la watah , ' cause she ' s a great t alker an ' she couldn ' t  keep 
nuthin ' . An '  she wanted to t ell ' im so bad that this ole man had been there an ' 
tole ' er all this . But she gon ' a  wait until he gits to s leep , you see . So she 
filled her mouth fulla watah . 

An ' when she fi lled her mouth fulla watah , he come in an ' he said , "Well , you 
got mah dinnah done ? " 
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She wouldn ' t  talk . 
He wondered whut in the world wus the mat tah wi t ' er a  
She nevah said nuthin ' .  
He wondered whut the matter . An ' s o  he went on an ' eat his d innah . Night 

come an ' not a word . He couldn ' t  imagine not to hear from his wife - this man 
said somepin a mattah wit his wife . "Now , whut in the name ' s  the ma ttah . "  S o  
f in ' lly , a t  las t he laid down .  An '  when h e  laid down h e  says , "Now , I ' m not 
goin ' to go to sleep . "  So  he pretended that he wus as leep . 

An '  she waited an ' wai ted an ' waited for him to snore . Well , directly he made 
a lit tle noise like he ' s  asleep , an ' she gits  up an ' goes to git  the razor . She 
got the razor . He looked right at her . She got the razor an ' s t art ed to  the 
b aid . Jis ' as soon as she s tarted to - this ole man j ump up , he didn ' t  wait choo 
see . They said he j umped up an ' says , "Yes , you s tarted to ki ll me . "  Th at j is '  
made a great b ig d is turbance an ' broke ' em up . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 215) , 
123 : 5+85 . ] 

[ This tpick by the fortune-teller says my informant happened years ago in 
E f fingham County , Georgia - on S avannah River and next county above Savannah . 
But it  is a folk s t ory . My note whi le transcribing original reads , "Also heard 
tRis s tory in S .  C . , use ( this ) as s eparat e appendix and refer to in Intro . "  I 
have not yet found this extra vers ion . A note about third version reads : " S tory 
o f  the old woman and the razor - b ad ly recorded - reche ck - on the full moon at  
midnight (wif e  to) get hair from b ehind husb and ' s  left  ear and had to  b e  done 
with his razor - (the tricks t er called) cunjupe doctop - b adly recorded but last 
part well recorded , so know what s tory is ab out - wife was going to cut his 
throat to get insurance money to get this young man - gave this as an actual 
occurrence (Ri chmond , Va . , 418 , 369 : 7 ) "  - Intpoduction Notes . ] 

783 . [ Two accounts o f  the gourd-and-frog tpick have been given - Nos . 5 7 6-577 , 
pp . 186-187 ; see also Tpick in Index . ]  

T ake lodes tone - ah ' ve heard dat if yo ' wanta play some kind a tpiak or ' nother 
an ' dey - now , ah know a man ,  he us e lodes t one . Ah ' ve heard of a man usin ' lode

stone - dere wus two of ' em .  Dey wus in love with a 
TRICKS girl an ' so dey were good frien ' s  an ' d ey didn ' t  wanta 

fall out . So de girl , she wus in love wi t de two b oys ,  
AH ' LL MARRY DE ONE an ' she say ,  "Well , ah ' 11 marry de one dat will come in 

DAT WILL COME IN RIDIN ' ridin ' "  - s ays , "ah ' 11 marry him . " Dis heah youngest 
one he study how he couldn ' t marry dis girl b ecause he 

re ' lly want ed to . An '  she say ,  "Ah don ' t  want chew tub ride on no cars , ah don ' t  
want chew tuh ride in no horse an ' wagon" - she name all de diff ' rent things that 
he couldn ' t  come on , dat she didn ' t  want him tuh ride on . He studied then how 
could he r ide . 

So he goes an ' git him some lodes tone an ' he showed dis man . An '  so he got 
sick an ' he say ,  "Well , boy ,  ah tell yuh , let ' s  us b o th walk. " 

"Okay , "  he says . 
So they s tarted off walkin ' .  
He say ,  "Well , ah tel l  yo ' whut " - dis heah man whut � ' lly wanted tuh marry -

de y oungs ter , he s ays , "Well ,  ah don ' t fee l  1ak walkin ' . "  He s ays , "Ab ' ll t ell 
yo ' - ah ' ll tote yo ' a piece if yo ' ll tote me . "  

So  de man tole him all right . So de man taken him an ' tote him so he wouldn ' t  
be t i ' ed [ tired ] - yo ' know ,  he got  dis lodes tone in h is hand . S o  he carried dis 
man . S o  whenevah he tote him a piece , say ,  "Yo ' ti ' ed ? " Tole him no he wusn ' t  
t i  ' ed .  Long as he had dis lodes tone - he had de lodestone in his han ' ,  s aid , "No 
he wusn ' t  t i ' ed . "  

So whenevah they got right to de do ' , dis heah man said , "Well , now we goin ' 
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walk in . "  
S ays , "All righ t . "  
So when dey go to de do' , dis heah man wus ho1din ' de lodestone an ' he got on 

dis heah othah man ' s  b ack , an ' so whenevah he got near de do ' an ' h e  s purred dis 
man - stuck spurs in him an ' made him j ump in d e  house with dis man - so he 
married her , de younges t man . So he , by him having d is lodes tone he1pin ' to do 
his trick , d is g irl she married dis man dat po l led in on dis othah man ' s  b ack . 

(Where did you hear that s tory ? ) 
Mah mothah tole me that s tory long yeahs ago. [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 139 1) , 

249 8 : 6 .  ] 
784 . Th is was in 1863 - mah hunc1e [ uncle ] was a slave an ' his mas tah name 

was Miller , an ' he made out he was a fortune-t el1ah only to keep f rom goin ' tuh 
d e  f ield tuh work. 

STOLEN RING (Where did this happen? ) 
RECOVERED BY TRICK Dis happened in No ' th Ca ' lina . An ' he made out he was a 

fortune - t e11ah in order to make good wi t his bos s , that he 
wouldn ' t  have to work so h ard . He says , "Mas tah , I kin tell fortunes . "  He ' s  
b 1u f f in '  - couldn ' t  tell nuthin . 

So one day his mi stress was out washin ' her hand s an ' she had a di ' mond ring -
prob ' b 1y not as expens ive that day as it is now , in ' 6 3 .  She pulled i t of f an ' 
she laid [ i t ]  on de side of de washbo' d whi l e  she was washin ' her hands . An ' 
Bias [ Tob ias ] come along - dat was mah mothah ' s  b rothah . He picks up de ring 
an ' goes in de kit chen an ' mix up some wheat dough righ t  qui ck an ' he bobb led i t  
u p  in dere somepin de s i z e  of a marb le of a middleman - dey us ed to have middle
men fo' marb les . An ' she s aid dey had about fif teen or twenty turkeys an ' he 
takes it out to a certain gobb ler . Dey had several gobb lers but he kn� the 
gobb ler - he h ad a b eard hang in , down his b reas t an ' de gobb ler swallowed it , 
gobb led it up . Dat evening - afternoon , mah mother said , d ey called Bi as , says , 
"Now , Bias , you s i ch a" - he spoke a oath . Shall I speak that? 

(Ye s . ) 
She s ay he spoke a oath , he s ays , "You sich a damn good maker of wisdom ,  tell 

me whare mah wi fe ' s  ring went dis mawnin ' . " 
B ias s ays , "Mas t ah ,  yo' have tuh give me a li t t le time tuh s tudy . "  
He s ays ,  " She had it heah in de hous e an ' she ' s  los t i t  somewhar e . Now , you 

make out you kin tell me that . "  S ay s ,  "The war ' s  p rob ' b 1y f ixed to go on . I f  
s i ch a thing gon ' a  b e  done , you prob ' b ly b e  de loser an ' you may not , but i f you 
tell me th is def initely , ah ' ll make i t  very easy on you - ah ' ll put chew overseah 
ovah de othahs . "  

"Mas tah , "  he says , " ah ' ll tell you . " He s ays , "When you gon ' a  feed dese 
turkeys ? "  

He say ,  ! lAh ain ' t got nuthin do wit turkeys ; t e ll me whare mah wife ' s  ring 
is . " S e e , he was hot , de mis tr e s s  was cryin ' . '" 

She [ in formant ' s  mother ] said he went on d en an ' he tole ' em  tuh call ' em up 
den . He call ' em up tuh feed ' em an ' he fed ' em ,  an ' he s ays , "Mas tah "  h e  s ays , 
"you kill dat gob b l ah thare . "  Dey didn ' t  know nuthin dat he done dat hims e l f . 

S ays ,  "Look heah , kill him fo' what ? "  
He s ays , "You kill dat gobb 1ah , "  says , " ah wanta b r ing dat ring b ack . " 
S ays , "Whut de gobblah got ' a  do wi t  dat ? "  "I f ah kill dis gobb 1ah ah ' m  gon ' a  

b uckle you acros s  dat b arrel an ' g ive you a gen ' ra1 whupping . "  
So , dey caught de gobb 1ah .  Soon as dey killed ' im - when dey cleaned ' im an ' 

cut his craw dey found de ring . An ' his mas t ah went all about ovah de country , 
tole ev ' ry man , s ays , "Ah ' ve got a niggah on mah p lace dat knows some thing . "  An ' 
he j es ' j umped up and down an ' gave ' im a very easy j ob ,  but he was awful to pick . 
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up th ings h i s s e l f  - he was a great thief h i s s e l f , you know , tub s t eal , an ' s o  he 
didn ' t be hard on him . 

(Your uncle was supposed to have done i t  in C leveland C ounty , North Carolina . )  
[ I  o ccas ional ly f ound this p rac tice among whi t e  informants in Adams County , 

I llinoi s - a per s on t elling a folktal e would ident i fy the ch ief ac tor as a memb er 
o f the family . S omet imes this was a s to� ; o ther t imes the in fo rmant as a child 
had heard the tale s o  o f ten he ac tually b e l ieved i t  b elonged to the f ami ly . ]  [At 
the t ime of co l l e c t ing I mus t have known what th e mapb Ze of a middZeman was or 
he explained whi l e  machine was of f . ] [ S t . P et er sb ur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 0 8 ) , 16 2 4 : 1 . ] 

7 8 5 . During s lavery my fa ther told me he knew a man who was a cunjupe and his 
mas ter and mi s t ress trus t h im with every thing , and he was b o s s  over the res t of 

TRICKY TALE 
OLE COON AT LAST 

the s laves as we ll as b e ing a cunjupe . And he could tell many 
tales and never get caugh t . His mis t r es s  los t her g o ld ring 
and asked h im to f ind i t  for her . And he s aid , ' 'Mi s s us , i f  
you g ive me thr ee days o f f  f r om wo rk , I ' l l f ind your ring"-

wh i ch he already had by b e ing tpicky . S o  he laid in b ed and s l ep t as much as he 
want , and got the b es t f ood from mas t er ' s  tab l e . On the third day he took th e 
g old ring and a f ishhook - at firs t - to work the tpick .  S o  h e  chang ed o f f  and 
got a g rain o f  corn and corn meal . And he put th e gold ring ins ide o f  th e meal 
and the grain of corn and g ive it to a certain duck , whi ch he had marked that he 
may know f rom the res t .  

And he give the du ck that corn meal , grain of co rn , all rolled up tog ether , 
and went to his mas ter ' s room and s aid , "Get your madam , for I ' m go ing to f ind 
your ring righ t here thi s  day . C ome and go wi th me to th e chi cken yar d . "  

He t old him to kil l  a duck whi ch he knew did no t have the ring , nei ther the 
s econd duck , but the third one whi ch he killed had the r ing ins i d e . So he said , 
"Mas ter , wh at are you going to give me for th is j ob ? "  He s a id , "Any th ing you 
ask . "  He said , "One month o f f , b os s , to court the g al s . "  When he had ki lled the 
third duck and opened i t , he found the ring . And then he got thirty d ays of f and 
the ducks wh i ch he had kil led . 

S o his mas t er af ter this went coon [ racoon ] hunt ing one nigh t and caugh t a 
c oon . And the o ther men tha t went with him go t  a b e t  o f  f ive-hundred dollars 
that his niggep couldn ' t  tell what his mas t er had in the b ag .  S o  he cal led his 
s lave John ou t o f  b ed that nigh t that he migh t win th e five-hundred dollar s . So 
J ohn go t up and come indoors with a do z en o th er men tha t  was in the coon hunt and 
also had a part in the b e t  that John could no t tell what was in th e bag . So his 
ma s t e r  s a id , "John , t ell thes e  men what i s  in the b ag . "  

S o  John s crat ched his head and �it his pipe , knowing no t  what was in th e b ag 
and that h i s  mas t er had caugh t him this time . So he s aid , "We l l , mas ter ,  you 
h ave g o t  the ole coon at las t . "  [Near Frederi cksburg , Va . ,  ( 7 1) , by hand ; 
supposed to have happ ened in King George Co . , Va . ;  a f o lk s tory . ] 

7 8 6 . Now , let me tell you an old daPky s t o ry  of the C ivi l Wa r . There was an 
o l e  p lantat ion that had a lot of da1'kies a way up in Oaksville'� He c laimed that 
his dapkies were more s ens ib l e  than any other dapkies in the country . O ther 
adj oining farmers s aid they had the smartes t  and they ag reed to put s ome thing 
under a barrel and wanted the neighborh ood to come around to see i f  this smart 
da1'ky could tell him what was under the b arrel . So th is f armer wen t out at nigh t 
and put a coon under a b arrel . Wh en the neighbors g athe red t o  s ee this wond erful 
man they put up a f ive-hundred dollars depos i t  and told h im his mas ter could g e t  
i t  i f  h e  could t ell what was under th e b arrel ; and t ell him hi s mas ter would los e 
i t , i f  h e  couldn ' t tell them what was under that b arrel . He got up and walked 
around , all around tha t  b arrel , s cratched his head and s aid , "Mas ter , you ' ve got 
the o le coon now . " [ Informant born a s lave . ] [ Fr eder icksburg , Va . , ( 4 4 ) , Ed . ]  
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7 8 7 . There was a driver that his mas ter owned and he us ed to drive him about , 
and one night he s tole the horses . The next morning he called his master up . 

A TRICKSTER 
FINDS HIDDEN HORSES 

His mast er got up and came to the door and asked , "What do 
you want ? "  "Mas ter , somebody stole the driving horses . "  
Wh ile his mas t er told him to go and hunt for them , he went 
o f f  a li ttle ways and he s t opped and turned round and said , 

"Master , I ' m a for tune-teller . I hate to tell you I know where them horses is . "  
His mas ter told him , " I f  you can tell me where them horses is and get them , I ' ll 
make you have an easy time . " He spit in his hand and said , "Mas ter , whichever 
way this spit flies ,  the hors es is that-a-way . "  He had put them there . He goes 
out there and gets the horses and he comes back and s ays , "Here ' s  your horses . "  
The mas ter said , " I ' m  going to make you my boss for the res t of  th e s laves . "  He 
went on and was the b oss of the s laves for his mas ter ' s  work . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . , (44) , Ed . ;  a before-the-Civi1-War s tory told by a man who was 86 in 19 36 . ] 

7 88 . Once dere wus a man an ' he wanted tuh marry a girl  - no , he married dis 
g irl , see . He want ed dis g irl tub s tay home , an ' every time he would go out he 
would rake his yard , see . [ Raking of loose sail or sand is an ancient device . ]  

TALKS TOO MUCH 
A ROOSTER TRICKS HIMSELF 

So sometimes whenevah he went out he would see dat 
somebody had b een wa1kin ' cross de yard . Well , he ' d  
ast her had she been off  an '  she said no . So  dis heah 
woman re ' lly wus s cared of dis man ,  so she s tayed home 

when he t ell her . Dere wus a rooster an ' he tole her he had dis rooster trained , 
an ' he told de roos t er , he s aid , "Now , whenevah she leaves , yo '  crow . " 

An ' so  dis woman , she hadn ' t  been gain ' no place , say ,  "Well , ah believe ah ' ll 
walk o f f . "  So she walked out that day . An' so  when she walked out de rooster 
crowed . Well , de man come back an ' he begin tuh rais e Sam . [ Sam = devil . ]  He 
says , "Yo '  been out dere . " 

She said , "No , ah haven ' t - ah haven ' t  been no place . "  
Say , "Yes , yo ' have . "  
Well , de man wus j es '  workin ' right cross de canal like from de house an ' he 

could tell whenevah she would leave de house by dis rooster crowin ' . 
So de next day she went o f f  - she then begin now wantin ' tub go out , an ' so  

whenevah she le ft that day , the rooster crowed agin . He heah de roos ter crowin ' .  
So when he came in de afternoon , said , "Yo ' b een out ? "  

Says , "No , ah haven ' t . "  '" 
Say , "Yes , yo ' have . "  An ' he j ump on her an ' he b eat her . 
De next day , she wondered why did he know . So she started out . She looked 

all around an ' she walked out de do ' an '  she looked back an ' she hear de roos ter 
crow .  Well , she thought about dat roos ter had crowed already fa ' three days . So 
she went out dere , yo ' see , an ' she looked down dere where de roos ter wus , an '  
dere wus a kind o f  - a 1i1 ' [ little ] pint box settin ' dere ; yo ' know ,  a 1i1 ' b ox 
dat hold j es '  about a pint of  corn . So this man had b een givin ' this roos ter a 
pint o f  corn tuh crow . So then while she wus standin ' dere she looked at de b ox 
dat wus set tin ' dere an ' she wondered ,  she thought within herself , "That ' s  why 
dat rooster wus crowin ' ,  because he had dat b ox settin '  dere fu11a corn . "  She 
goes an ' she gits a larger box then [ than ]  dat an ' she sets it down dere an ' she 
fills it up fu11a corn . She tole de roos ter ,  "Now , if  yo ' don ' t crow whenevah ah 
star t  out , ah ' ll give yo ' this corn . " 

So they says dat the roos ter had said ,  "Well , he give me a pint of corn to 
crow , "  says , "yo ' give me a quart , den ah won ' t  crow . " 

So dis woman she sets de quart of  corn down dere s o  she went on out . So dat 
night whenevah her husban ' come he say ,  "Yo ' haven ' t  b een nowhere today? " 

She say , "No suh , ah know ah haven ' t .  Why yo ' say ah haven ' t  b een nowhere? " 
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"Jes' because ah have a sign - dat roo ster hasn't crowed . "  
Dis woman then , she knowed fa' shure dat de rooster had b een crowin' , dat why 

dis man know dat she had b een gain' off , so de nex' day she killed de rooster , 
an' dey didn' t have de rooster to tell de tale . 

Ah heard that long yeahs ago - dat's a ole story . 
(You heard it from s ome older p erson?) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car. , ( 13 9 1 ) , 2498 : 7 . ] 
789 . There wus a man by the name of E . , lived about three miles from here . 

My mother and father in their younger days dey used to b elieve in cunjuration . 
My mo ther got sick an' always comp1aintin' with her feet , an' so she sends fer 

COMMONEST TRICK OF ALL 
DIGGING UP CUNJURE ARTICLE 

this man , whu '  chao call dese high men , an' he come 
over an' tole her whu '  chao call her fortune . He 
says , "A woman has measured yore foot , foo t  track . " 
An '  he says , " She' s got it b uried under yo re step . "  

He s ays , "You'll not git well until this here measure is taken from under yore 
steps . "  So he s ays , " I'll have it taken up fer so-an'-so much money . "  An '  she 
tole 'im she' d give it to ' im - or her father tole ' im he' d give it to 'im - to 
go ahead an' have it taken up . An '  anyhow , he says , "You wait until the third 
day [mag ic delay ]  - on the third day , "  he says , " I ' ll come over here at seven 
o'clock ,"  he says , " an' I'll have this measure takened up . "  

So anyhow , when he went under the steps that night [ three days later] - I ' ll 
tell you my b elief after I end my s tory - and he come out wid a little stick 
ab out that long wid nine notches cut into this stick. [Notches are unusual , 
knots are common . ]  I t  was so many on one s ide of the stick, the notches , and 
s o  many on the other s ide - j is '  the same you scallop anything. [ Scallop - this 
is  an old-time waterman and oysterman talking . ]  He come out an' he showed 'em 
this stick that was b uried under the s t eps . Next , the thing he hauled out an'  
shows ' em  wus a little red b ag [ a  hand ] , that long - a red flanne l b ag about that 
long . S o  the next thing he shows ' em  wus a little b ott le [ another hand] wid a 
whole lot o f  little somepin or others in it . I don' t know whut wus in it - it 
looked like snake sheds or s ome kinda sheds . He comes out with that an' he shows 
' em  an' says , "That ' s whut wus b uried under yore s teps . " 

I figured on that after awhile - I figure on it - an ' then I had my opinion. 
I j is '  thought that he ' d p ut it under there hisself . That' s sixty years ago 
[ 187 6 ]  on the I sland here . 

[ I was talking to this old man in the Negro home where I worked and in whi ch 
I was about to s pend the night described in the Introduction. His name was F .  
Milburn - this was Tuesday , Decemb er 8 ,  19 36 . ) [Deal I s land, Md . , ( 108) , 22 : 4 . ] 

790 . He [ doctor] j is '  come dere an ' he put his hand down, he spread down 
newspapah - he up heah tuh Midd1ewood nahow [ now) - s pread down news papah an' 

he gib en [ given ] her a glass - he give me dub glas s  
EFFERVESCENT TABLET TRICK an ' tole me to git a glass of watah from de pump . 

An '  ah pumped it from de pump an' b rung it tuh him 
�a�n�'�h�e�t�o�o�k�d�a�t�g_l_a�s�s .,  an ' dat watah j es t bGi1ed j es t 1ak he ' d put it in a pot 
an' he tole her to drink it . She drunk it an ' put her 1aig on dat newspapah an' 
he said somepin other an' dat snaked crawled out dere through de skin [ s l,eight 
of hand]. 

(You saw that?) 
Yes sir ,  looking at it , me an' Dave - b rother Dave , Clara an' Miz [ Somebody ] , 

all of us looking at it . [This happened out in the country . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 1006) , 17 25 : 8 . ] 

79 1 .  I heard lots o f  people , you know ,  would go t o  this guy . They would say 
that they would hit de numb ers , an ' I wanted to hit - ah wus p1ayin ' the numb ers , 
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too , at this s ame time . S o  I wen t to l im  an ' he as t me whut I came for an ' ah 

INVI SIBLE WRITING TRICK 
told l im .  After that , why , he put a [ drinking ] glas s 
up theah [ on tab le ]  - de g lass wus thin - an ' he put 
this g lass up theah an ' he had me to hoI ' mah han ' over 

it l ike yat [partly cover the mouth of the g las s so that she could b low into it . 
Aft er she did this , a piece o f  p aper he had p lac ed in the glass kept circling 
round and round in the water ] . S o  aft er that it would come s ome wr i t in ' in thar e 
[ on the pape r ] . I could see this wri t in ' . I know it wusn ' t  no wr i t in ' on thi s 
[before she b lew ] . He g ive me that piece o f  paper [wh ich was the gamb l ing hand] . 
Carry it wi th me . 

[ "This s tory o f  how the in formant g o t  a hand in Philadelphia , P a . , for luck 
to choose numb ers wh en p laying po Licy , a gamb ling game widely spr ead among city 
Neg roes , was f irst told without b eing recorded and then rep eated for Te1ediphone . 
Th e s econd vers ion , as usual in such case s , omi t ted s ome p revious details , hence 
my p romp t ings and anno tat ions on the p resent cylinder . Further , the cy linder was 
trans crib ed immediat ely a f t er the recording whi l e  the details were s t i l l fresh in 
my mind . Give my experience in L i t t le Ro ck , Ark . , with invis ib l e  ink or powder . I I  

This not e  was made s oon after my Li t t le Ro ck work . ] [ Snow Hil l ,  Md . ,  ( ? ) , 14 : 1 . ] 
79 2 .  We ll , they s ay you t ake the foot tracks and they can trick you wi th ' em . 

Pick it up - take something l ike a shovel or s omething like tha t and pick i t  up 

INVI S IBLE WRITING 
AND 

BOTTLE SUBSTI TUTION 

and b r ing i t . Care [ carry ] i t  to the graveyard , and they 
woul d  plant it by a grave and you ' ll find your s e l f  - y ou ' r e 
was t ing away , s ometh ing like was t ing dis ease , s e e .  We ll , 
you s ay ,  "I ' m  g o ing to a doctor , a medica L  doctor . " Well , 
.! medica L doctor don ' t  do you no good . "We l l , I think'"!"'" go 

to a wo-head doctor" - [ tha t ]  mean a hoodOo . Well , you go to a hoodoo and he ' ll 
say , I IWe ll , you ' re tricked . 1 I He ' ll ask you , I IDoes you have pains up your leg s ? "  
You ' l l say ,  "Yes . 1 I Then the hoodoo will come and the hoodoo will say , "Wel l , 
have you b een wa lking s omewher e on the ro ad s omewhere? " You ' l l s ay , "Yes . 1 I The 
hoodoo will s ay , " S omeb ody done p i ck up your t rack - wel l , I can cure y ou . "  That 
what the hoodoo wi l l  say - he can cure you . Well , you s ay , "I g ive you so much 
to cure me " - you know , to make me well . Wel l , he s ay ,  "All righ t . "  Well , I ' ll 
try - t ry with thi s  hoodoo man until he will try to do me s ome good . Mayb e he 
may do me good and mayb e , i f f en I ' m got confidence in him , he wi l l  do me good . 
Well , my f eet are s tar ting to swe lling and pa ining me . I would take all kinds 
of ' erb s and medicines f rom h im and s t art to rubb ing mys e l f  with them but that 
don ' t  do no g ood . Well , I ' l l s ay I ' ll try ano ther hoodoo . You s ee . And then 
this way he wil l go - the swell ing wil l go - qui t e  nat chur1y mos t any thing wi ll 
make swelling g o  down . This hoodoo wi l l  come along and may think he can do a 
whole lot f or y ou . 

And well , he can ' t do no thing f or you , you under s tand , becaus e my s is t er was 
s ick in the bed and a hoodoo man came there - he had a gr ip [ b ag ) in his hand . 
[He imitates a doctor by car rying a' medica L  kit - see Doctor 's b ag  in Index . ] 

He s ay t o  me - he walks in there - my s i s t er was in the b ed and I was s e t t ing by 
the bed wi th he r . [Again , he apes a doctor by having a prescrip tion' pad. ] He 
had a t ab let l ike you [see later ] - j us t  buy out en the s tore and there wasn ' t  
nothing on i t , s ame as new ,  but he had that t ab le t  fixed s o  that I cou ldn ' t  
t ell - I couldn ' t tell you wha t  I was going to tell you , but he walked in there 
and he s ay , "Your s i s ter is s i ck and she got a bug in her b ed . "  

(What in the b ed ? )  
A bug , bug in her b ed . He s ay she g o t  a bug in her bed . 
(Your s i s t er had a b ug in the b ed ? ) 
What mad e  her s i ck . 
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(I  see . )  
Causing her being sick .  
And h e  s ay ,  I I I  can g et this bug outen th e b ed for your sis ter , but it will 

cost fifty dollars . So she said , 1 I0h , I ain ' t got but thirty-five cents in the 
hous e .  1 1  Do you understand me , wh at I say ?  [See Deafness in Intl'oduaticm . ] And 
he s aid , "I  can show you what I can do . " He pull out the tablet and he tore the 
sheet off the tablet - you couldn ' t  see nothing , it was j us t  like you ' d  b uy out 
of  the s tore . He goes , says , "You got a l ittle lamp ? 1 I And he goes and he burns 
it . He burn that sheet but it didn ' t fall to pieces , you know . And on that 
sheet it say ,  I Iyou going to die - you got a bug in your b ed and if you don ' t g et 
him out , you going to die and your next door neighb or - a tall , dark woman , put 
it in there for you . "  

(Did you see th is writing on the paper? )  
Yeah , I saw i t . 
(He held this  p iece of p lain paper over the lamp ? ) 
Yeah , and let it burn , and when it burn , you could s ee the wri ting j ust as 

good as you take your hand and do [write ] i t . [See Writing invis ib le , in Index . ] 
He say ,  he ask the girl , my friend , he say , "Have yoU? 1 I  She say , "Well , I ain ' t  
got but thir ty- five cents . 1 I  He s ay ,  "Oh , it takes fifty dollars to do dat . "  He 
s ay ,  I IWell , come back here . "  He goes b ack there in the next room and he say ,  "To 
show you that I ' m not lying " - that ' s  the hoodoo man s ay that , you know . He say ,  
I ITurn your mattress b ack . " He had two lit tle bottles j us t  ab out th at big , see 
[demonstrates ] • 

(About the s ize of your finger . )  
Yeah . One had a b lack bug in it like a wood b ug - I don ' t know what kind o f  

bug , but like a bug . An d  one b ot tle didn ' t  have any i n  it . He s aid , "Throw your 
mat tress back . " Well , they throw the mattres s  back and he s ay ,  "Now look . "  Now , 
I was wat ching him very close , you know , and he say , "Now , you see this b ottle . 1 I 
Tha t bottle he sh owed us didn ' t have anyth ing at all in it . He said , "I ' m  going 
to put this b ottle under your mattress and then you throw i t  back and th at bug 
going to get out of that mattress into that bottle . "  All right . She did that . 
Now , in place of him put ting the bottle wi thout any bug in , he slipped the one 
with the bug in it , you see . And when she turn back , he said , I INow g o  b ack and 
turn the mat tress - look . " And when we turn the mattress there was the bot tle 
with the b ig bug in it . I s ay ,  "OH I " And my friend say ,  "Oh , look there , that 
bug was in your bed , too . "  I told her , I said , "Oh , don ' t mind that , tain ' t no 
bug in no bed or nothing like that . " I watched him so clos e and he was wat ching 
me very close , you know , when he was doing that . He say ,  "Well , I charge you 
fifty dollars to get him out . "  I say , "Well , she ain ' t  got no fifty dollars . " 
He say , "Well , I have to put this bug b ack in your bed . "  He goes and slips the 
bottle with the bug in in under there and taken the one what th ere was none in , 
and when he got ready to take the bottle out , he put the b ot tle what didn ' t have 
no b ug in . He said , "Now , the bug has gone back in the mattres s - into the b ed . "  
You know . Well , that was a fake . He didn ' t  have no b ot t le - he had two . And by 
watching him close , that ' s  what drawed my attention to  him - you know ,  with the 
bottle what ' s in there . [He had a tab Zet Zike you - he refers to one of my 
Numbers Book . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 82 6a) , 1207 : 5 . ] 

79 3 .  Lak sh ' m comin ' heah an ' yo ' think yo ' got frogs in yo ' .  We ll , ah goes 
out an ' git  me ab out f ive or s ix frogs , an ' ah come in an ' have ' em in mah pocket 

or either t ie it up in mah sleeve , up undah dere s ome
FROGS TRICKED INTO YOU where , an ' ah tell yo ' ,  say , "Now , whut ' s  de mat tah wit 

yo ' ? " Yo ' 11 g i ' me a hunderd dollahs if ah git ' em out . 
Yo ' say , "Well , if yo ' tell me whut ' s  de mattah wit me , ah ' ll gi ' yo ' a hunderd 
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do11ahs . "  
"Y o ' s  fu11a frogs . "  
Yo ' s e t  down dere an '  ah say , "Well , now , yo ' s e t  wi t yore b ack t o  me , "  an ' 

yo ' g i t  a ole s lop j ar an ' have yo ' s e t t in '  ovah de ole s lop j ar - well , yor e 
b ack ' s t o  me . Well , ah ' l l draw dis heah s t ring out an ' let all des e frogs fall 
out down on dat flo ' roun ' yore feet an ' up undah yore f ee t . 

Den ah t el l , "Now , g i t  up , "  say , " now lo ok down dere . "  An ' all dem frogs , 
l i t t l e ones an ' b ig ones b e ' s  hopp in ' round down der e . 

An ' den yo ' s ay , "Lawd have mer cy , ah d i dn ' t know al l dem things wus in me . "  
She as t me whut ' s  de mat tah wit her . Mayb e her feets were swo 1e or s omep in , 

an ' [ I J  give her s omepin yo ' know tuh t ake dat swe1 1in ' out o f  her feet , an ' in 
de nex t  f ew days dat swe11in ' b e ' s  gone an ' she - wel l , ah gen ' ra11y t ells ' em 
it ' s  f r ogs . "Well , ah ' ll take dese on back t o  advert i s e  - to show whut ah done . "  
Well , she won ' t b e  thinkin ' ,  or he , who s omevah dey is . Dey go to ano thah man an ' 
he g o t  snakes or li zards . We l l , he g o t  a g ang o f  liz ards an ' he has ' em  i n  a 
l i t t l e  b ag up his s leeve , small an ' b ig , an ' he [pat i ent ] b e ' s  1ayin ' in de b ed 
hurt in ' s o  an '  g runt in , s o ,  an ' de o thah ones gone out a  de room , an ' he ' l l d em  
l o o s e  u p  d ere i n  de b ed ,  s o  he k i n  ket ch ' em .  J es ' come in an ' j es '  rais e de 
cover an ' dere ' s de lizards an ' s corpions an ' thing s  all up undah de cover . Yo ' 
g o t  money then - two or three hunderd do11ah s . [ I  do no t  have this woman down as 
a doctor. She could have b e en a small- t ime worker or j us t  a skep t i c  who though t 
1ive- things-in-you was by trickery . ]  [Memphis , T enn . , ( 15 23 ) , 2 7 1 8 : 6 . ] 

7 9 4 . [ The preceding marg in- t itles , Live Things in You and Roots (see No . 7 2 0 ) 
left opportuni t i es f or a doctor ' s  ingenui ty , but the following trick at the end 
o f  info rmant ' s  ac count is one s o ld by the hoodoo trade : ]  

Ah t el l  yo ' ' b out dis hoodoo . Ah spent money an ' spent money an ' ah 1ak tuh 
lo s t  mah home an ' wi f e  on accoun t dat e Ah spent money fo ' dat to g i t  love wit 

other women an ' buy who le 10 t t a  o le j unk - dirt , graveyard dirt 
A SNAKE TRICK an ' s tuff an ' put in a rag an ' t i e  up , an ' g i t  mah home , git mah 

mind all tore up by thinkin ' ' b out whu t  h e  s ays . An ' qui t mah 
home , mah min ' all t ore up an ' ther e won ' t b e  a thing in de wo r1 ' tuh ut e I t ' s 
j es t  g i t  chure min ' all tore up an ' yore f ami ly g o in ' crazy an ' yo ' b e  worried 
' b out dat e Den yore home j es t  be tore up fo r nuth in . 

Ah t e l l  yo ' one thing ah ' ve had done . Ah ' ve had a pers on heah - ah paid a 
person f ive do l lars year b ef o ' las t to g ive me luck . He had me tuh go to a -
he had me - tuh g o  g i t  a bull b at - bull b a t  dat f ly , a leather-wing . He had me 
git him a leather-wing b a t  - dat ' s  fer hoodoo . An ' ah put out a ' ward [ reward ] 
fo r him t o  a lit t le b oy - g ive him f i f ty c en t s ' ward an '  he find him one night . 
An '  ah t uk h im an ' cut his heart out wi t a - he ' s  1 ivin ' . Ah put mah foo t on his 
head an ' cut his heart out , an ' den ah carried i t  b ack home , den went to a grave
yard , dis gravey ard r igh t ovah heah , one dark nigh t , dark night , an ' reached in 
dat grave wit mah han ' like he said , in it an ' g o t  s ome of dat dirt an ' carried 
it b ack home an ' put it in dis bull b a t , wit dis bull b at an ' tied it up in a 
piec e of red fZannen an ' dat ' s  [ a  hand ] fo ' mah luck . 

An ' ah l ike tuh went crazy , an ' to de chain gang an ' ever ' where there . Dat ' s  
one o f  b ades t lucks ah ' ve never seen . Ah ' ve s p ent thous ands an ' thous ands o f  
dollars . [ This is l ike I ' ve had every doctor in  town . ]  

(D i d  you go t o  the chain g ang b ecaus e of  that 7 )  
No , s i r , like t o  went . Yes , s i r , ah near ly did gwine j es '  on account dat dir� 

Dat hard luck . 
(He had you do that to give you luck7 ) 
To g ive me luck . 
Yo ' want s tuh know ab out s omepin ' b out gi t t in '  yore wife b ack . 
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Well , yo ' go buy yo ' t en cents b ot t l e  o f  hearts co logne . He b uy a t en cent s 
b ox o f  talcum p owder an ' he put dat wi t dat perfume an ' den he put s it on yo '  -
dat ' s  g i t t in ' yo ' wife b ack . Dere no s e ch th ing as that . I t ' s  all I magination . 

Wel l , i t ' s  s ome kind o f  root , i t ' s  a kind o f  a root that goes of f in sprout s . 
Yo ' ve s een dis heah s tu f f  called lodes tone - kinda dirt , de rock dey dig up wit 
fur on it . Dey ' l l g i t  dat , den dey goes out an ' gits s ome kind o f  a root with 
lit t le ends on i t - call High John de Conker.  Dey g i t  dat an ' dey tie i t  up -
it b e ' s  all lak tog ether an ' den dey ' ll g ive i t  to yo ' fo ' to tote in yo ' pocket , 
an ' ah paid $ 2 5  for i t . Ah tote it in mah pocket an ' tote in mah pocket an ' los t 
everthing . 

[ Lodes tone or loads tone is magneti t e , an iron oxide and important iron ore . 
What the hoodoo trade uses I do not know , though I have s een numer ous p ieces o f  
it - al l looking di f f erent . A s t one having fur , b e ing fed ,  and growing - this 
i s  beyond my visual and tact ile experience . ]  

Now , dere one ' ll come dere . He ' ll have s omep in he kin b urn ; he j e s t  ' maginat ' 
[working on the imag inations o f the ] people , s ee . He may call dis woman ou t a  de 
crowd an ' she ' l l come dere an ' he ' l l make her think she ' s  got her head hur t in ' . 
She ain ' t  got a head hurt . Den h e ' ll splain to her den ,  her head hurt an ' s ome
b ody done s omep in to her . She ' l l s ay , "Yeah . "  S ay ,  "A long t ime ago in yore 
hat . "  She say , "Yeah . "  It won ' t be a thing but he j es t  git dere I magination .  
Den h e  have s ome kind o f  a root den ,  an ' he ' ll burn dat root an ' dat root curl 
up j es t  lak a snake . Den he ' ll make lak dat ' ll come out o f  her haid - make lak 
dat come out a her haid an ' den he won ' t let nob ody pi ck it up but her . Den dey 
carry it back heah an ' throw it out . I t  ain ' t nuthin but a root b urn an ' cur l 
up lak a snake . [ A  ch emical , no t a root , is burned - an old trick. ] [ St .  
Pet ersb urg , Fla . , (9 85) , 1 59 2 : 4 . 1 

795 . I knew a man that was said t o  h ave a spell put on him .  He was a lawyer 
wh o  didn ' t b e lieve in anyth ing . Anyhow , he had s omething that they deemed t o  be 
a nervous b r eakdown . They had three doctors with h im .  I t  seems that he would b e  

TRICKERY BY DOCTOR 
CAST IT INTO OBLIVION 

up t oday b ut t omorrow he would be in the s ame condit ion . 
In the meant ime , a woman came to his wi f e  and t o ld her 
that she knew someb ody that could do h im s ome good . She 
s aid to the woman , "I wi ll do any th ing t o  try t o  help 

him , be cause he canno t go to his of fice and all of his b us ines s is going t o 
pieces . "  She said , "I will b r ing the man t o  your house t onigh t and he wi l l  tell 
you what you mus t do . "  

On the des ignated night she b rough t the man . The man went in t o  the lawyer ' s  
wife and told her , "This is a spell that is put on your husb and by conj urat ion. 
I can help him . You , tomorrow , go to the b ank , get me seventy- f ive do llars in 
s i lver [ s ilver dollars ] and have i t  here tomorrow night when I come . "  In turn 
the man l eft . The next day the woman went to the b ank , got the seventy- five 
dollars out in silver and brough t it home . 

When the man came nex t night , he took th is si lver , and he had this lawyer 
lay flat on his b ack , and he laid this s i lver all up and down his b reas t and all 
around . He b ound it every one in its p lace till he had the seventy- five do llars 
on his b ody . He said , "Leave that be f or three days and I ' ll b e  b ack . " He went 
away . 

The th ird nigh t he was b ack . He unb ound the lawyer and took th e money out , 
Each piece of the money was b lack. He took i t  out and laid it down and s aid , 
" S ee here l "  When he g o t  the seventy-five do llars o f f  it was all very dark . And 
he said to the man ' s wi fe , "Now , I wi ll rake all o f  th is into this b ag and I wi l l  
cas t it into ob l ivion , and h e  w i l l  get well , b e cause th is is h is dis eas e that ' s  
in th is s ilver . " So he t ook the s i lver and went away and s t ayed away for qui t e  
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a wh ile . 
When he came back the man was up and ab out the hous e . And he said , "Are you 

getting b et t er ? "  He said , " I  don ' t know . I don ' t feel so s t rong . I don ' t  feel 
like going to my o f fice . But s till , I am convinced of  the fact that something 
mus t o f  happened to me . "  He said , "That ' s  all  I want" - that ' s  the conj ureman. 
"Al l I want is for you to b e  convinced that you are conj ured . Now , that you are 
convinced , now I will begin to work on you . " 

He kept working on the man t ill he got ab out five-hundred dollars out o f  him -
and the man by that time was in such a low s tate o f  health and of  spirits - till 
he had to move out of  the hous e that he had been owning for about s ixt een years 
and go into another tha t was given him by a white man.  And he s tayed there as a 
baby for three years till h is hair was gone . He was j us t  like an invalid . And 
ab out three years ago he died right in Orangeburg [ S outh Carolina ] . [New York 
City , ( 10 ) , Ed . ] 

THE DOCTORS THEMSELVES 

BIRTH TO DEATH 

DESCRIBED BY LAYMEN 

[The p receding subsection , Doctor and Do cto r ,  gave s ome b eliefs and practices 
emphas i z ing the difference between the primi tive though t of hoodoo ' s  magic world 
and th e modern thought of s cience . Now comes a survey of doctor ' s  entire career . 
As an int roduct ion to the following margin-titles , I will us e a story permitting 
us to wat ch two doctors on the same cas e ,  one s ucceeding the other ; the fir s t  a 
country doctor , the s econd a city doctor . Medica l doctors are als o  involved at  
the b eginning . ]  

7 9 6 . [The ungifted doctor , one lacking the gift  of the spiri t , i s  somewhat 
rare in hoodoo : ]  

All right . Well , 
lotsa t imes I would , 

A GI Fl'ED DOCTOR 
FORESEES AND ABSORBS 

AILMENT 

I was living with a girl , s ee .  And she found me work and 
you know , kind o f  run around ; you see , kind o f  s tay out from 

home . So  she had - she was working for the S t ate here at 
the hospita l up here on Ja ckson Ro ad . So  she told me , she 
say , IIGeorge , how come you don' t like to stay at home wi th 
me ? "  I say , "Well , "  I s ay ,  "I s tay at home when I 'm off  
but lotsa times I likes to go out . '� So  she say , " I  know 

what you done doing - you going to s tart to running around , "  she say ,  "and I can 
purtty soon b reak you . " Wel l ,  I figured , you know , she tell me she going to quit 
or something like tha t  type . Well , she went up here and s ee this lady righ t  up 
here , Mis s  [ Somebody ] and they fixed me s o  that I couldn' t use no woman but her . 
See . So it had my nature s ent to my head - I ' m got this drumming j us t  bus ting 
from tha t now . 

(Drumming in your head? ) 
In dis left ear , I can' hear out of it . 

a pure come out of my nos e .  
(You what ? )  

And le t me tell you now , and I b lowed 

Blowed a pure come - you know, men' s s tuff , ah b lowed it out of my nose . 
[The preceding nature , a common term , exp lains itself but the companion t erm 
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no nature , often meaning as here - being fixed for one person - is no t so easily 
explained. Come is the usual wo rd for semen. Somewhere within (I  write before 
Index made) , a man asks me for a polit e  word to use - I suggest passage . Most 
mater ial of this type I reserve for separate publication or archive. One more -
several times I heard tomahawk, sur ely dat ing back to Indian days. Impo �sible? 
Twice I met grandfather Hyat t, born 1819, who lived with his grandfather Hyatt, 
John Sr. , bo rn 1 7 50 in Maryland . One man stands be tween me and colonial t imes 
and the American Revolut ion. In hoodoo the physiological vocabulary is limited ; 
the physiology sometimes remarkable. ] 

In ' 27 [ 19 27 ] - this was dur ing the month of May . From May up until October, 
I had a pain in my head. If I open my eyes, I couldn ' t see out of ' em  and I shut 
' em. I couldn ' t  open my head - had to lay across the bed with my head down like 
that . I had to lay with my head across my bed - not straigh t up and down like 
that - had to lay across - over the bed with my head down like that. And while 
r was laying there, my mo ther say, "Wait, we want the doct or for that . "  He said 
that my blood was bad. He said that I had chronic [something ] disease, h e  said, 
I need immediate shots. He give me nine sh ots and we pay him ten dollars for the 
shots and pay him five dollars for blood t est. [The blood ] went over here some
wher e to Jackson and this blood test didn ' t  come back [ the test result came back 
but not the blood ] my blood was pure blood. See, our National Insurance Company 
furnished me two physicians - Dr . Sanderson from Knox Hospital , special doctor , 
and Dr . Har tel fr om the First National Bank come out and treated me . They didn ' t 
do me no good - the medicine turned against me . I paid a dollar a dozen for some 
capsules from Dr. P odesky - yes, sir, a dollar a do zen . I ' d  taken up twenty-five 
do zen of th em capsules. They got to the place that they didn ' t  do me good in all 
that misery - a kno t formed on my head about that long [d emonst rates ] . 

(Right at the back of your head? ) 
Yes, sir . He said that he would lance it, but which I don ' t know whether he 

lanced it or not. But I tell you what that knot would do . When I go down to Dr . 
P odesky and get in his office, j ust in a twinkling when I open that door like 
that, that knot would go off of my head, and when I ' d  leave out of that office 
and stepped across [ the door ] , that kno t would come back up there. [ For this 
phenomena, see margin- title Time Psychological. ] I couldn ' t  wear no man ' s hat -
I had to wear a woman ' s  hat. I couldn ' t  even wear no man ' s  hat . 

So, a ole man that stayed out at Beechwood, Mr. Ramsdale - he ' s  dead now, he 
got burned up . 

(Where ' s  Beechwood? )  
Oh, righ t about ten miles from here. He come to town - he used to visit mama, 

sells [ something ] and wood and things . He had calling, he say, to tell fortunes . 
So he came here and he say, "Ah sees your trouble last night. " He say, "I was 
burning my witchcraft , "  he say, "and I told Lou, my wife, ' I ' m  going to Leona and 
see what can I do for him . ' "  

(What is your mother ' s  name? ) 
Leona Larkin - but she ' s  dead now. 
(All right . )  
When he did come in the house, he say, "George, " he say, "you got nine weeks 

to live in , and I got nine weeks to cure you in. " He say, "Righ t now, you is 
cold from your foots over half your body. " And I was and th is was in May. In 
May - ah mean I was cold as ice . He say, " If your flesh somet ime quivering over 
the bone, like they say , that ' s  the rabbit crossing your grave , " he say, " that ' s  
death gradj ' lly creeping up on your frame. " He say, "And then sometime seemed 
like the ants is biting you, " he say, " that ' s  seven more plagues that is added to 
you. " He say, "And sometimes your nose itch you like somebody coming and ever ' -
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time your nos e itch you get wors er and worser . "  He s ay ,  "And s ometime when you 
are cold like that , "  he s ay , "that ' s  death gradj ' lly creeping up on you . "  He 
s ay ,  "George , you got a narrow ri sk [ chance ]  for your life . "  He s ay ,  "Now , you 
set quiet and don ' t  you talk , " and he s ay , "Leona , don ' t you talk" - that ' s  my 
mo ther . And a lady was s taying out there - she staying in the hous e now , Mis s 
Florence Hopkins . He told her , "Now , don ' t you talk , "  he say , "but you won ' t  
keep a secret . "  He s ay ,  " I  mean , you ain ' t going to keep a s ecret but s till I ' m  
going [ t o ]  tell you . " Sh e g o  righ t  on and g o  into the meat market and three 
other s tores [ and told every one ] that I had a hoodoo working on me and that I 
was kind of on the mend . 

(On the what? ) 
On the mend - getting bet t er .  This girl come out ther e on a Thur sday night -

this girl come out there on a Thurs day nigh t and spent the night wi th me and she 
left that Friday morning and go on back to the State Charity Hospital . And aft er 
she left , my eyes got green as gras s and I run out doors s t ark necked to the 
world , whooping and a holler ing . They s ent for Dr . Podesky . Dr . Podesky come 
and he got me in the hous e .  Didn ' t look like he did no good , s o  they s ent f or 
thi s  old man . He come , Mr . Radley and he told Mis s  Florence - the lady that is 
s t aying in my house now - he s ay ,  "You , you talk too much , "  he s ay ,  "you caused 
this plague to be handed back to this ch ild . "  He s aid , "Now , I ' ve got to burn my 
witchcraft more now , I ' ve go t  to burn i t  day and night to try to save th is child 
from dying . "  He s ay ,  "George , "  he say ,  "don ' t  lay up and down on the b ed no 
�, but lay ' cros s the bed with your head down . " [ This is the mag ic rite of 
the oppo s i t e , wh ich complet es making the s ign o f  the cros s - crossing up the 
dis ease . ]  He say ,  " I f  you lay down in the b ed f lat on your back , " he s ay ,  "you 
going to hell , but i f  you lay ' cros s the b ed like I tell you ,  you got a chance 
to  live . " All righ t , he went and he brang me some lit t le yellow tops - you know , 
these little ye llow weeds what they call ye l low tops [see lat er ] . 

(Bitter weed s ? ) 
Yes . 
(Yellow t ops ? )  
Yes ,  s i r . 
(All right . )  
[Yellowtop , s o  called in U. S. A . , is the early go ldenrod (So lidago juncea ) , not 

the better-known g oldenrod (S. canadensis ) . ]  
And he b athed my head wi th them things . He told me , he s ay , "George , I ' m not 

going to cure you , " says , "I ' m going to  take s i ck mys elf . "  He say , "But another 
man is going to take you and is go ing to cure you . "  

(What did he mean by s aying he was going to get sick himsel f ? )  
He did take sick .  I don ' t  know , s ir .  
( I  s ee .  All right , go ahead . )  
[ I  was tremendous ly interes t ed .  Informant ' s  reply showed he knew nothing 

ab out what I want ed ; I having carefully avoided a leading ques tion . Ther e is no 
doub t in my mind ab out the old man b ecoming s ick b e cause he was absorb ing within 
hims elf Georg e ' s  illne s s . ( For this phenomena , s ee old war t-healer wh ose b lood 
was becoming thin b ecause al l warts  he had taken off patients were b eginning to 
appear on him - FACI , 2ed . , p . 290 . )  I had previous ly collected one example , my 
only one , from hoodoo - see margin-title Doctor Ab s o rb s  Dis eas e . ] 

So  he taked s ick , like he said and I heard of this man - Elder Bowes , a worthy 
gray-head preacher staying out Jackson Street , 1660 Jacks on Street . All right . 
Well I - me and my mother went out there - ah j us t  went out on the s treetcar to 
[ s treet b eginning with F ]  and [ Some thing ] Jacks on and got off the s t reetcar and 

went d own the hill . I was wearing s ome white trous ers and a white crepe de Chine 
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shirt . Elder Bowes said when he seen me coming , s aid he thought I was a spirit . 
He say I was so l i t t l e  he don ' t know how I done fell of f s o . When I went down 
and went in th e h ous e that is exact ly what he s ai d . He said , " S on , I s ee what 
you need . "  He s ay ,  l Iyou is in a b ad critical condit ion , I I  and he s ay , "you set 
right here . "  I set down and he prayed over my head and he anointed my head with 
some kind o f  oil - looked like oil o f  cinnamon , and he prayed over my head and 
the misery left my head . And where I had b een taking that dope , [ does no t mean 
narcotic ] you know , from Dr . P odesky fo r relief for my head , that all up se t my 
heart and my heart beat so fas t I couldn ' t - j us t  wearines s .  And he s ay ,  " I s ee 
where your hear t ' s  in a bad fix , toO . 1 I He prayed over my heart and it made my 
heart f eel b et ter . All right .  

He say that , I IThis medicine that a ' m got here , 1 I h e  s ay ,  l Iah don ' t s ell it to 
you , heah [hear ] - he say , l Iah s ells this medicine , "  that ' s  it . He s ay ,  " But mah 
prayers and ano inting you with that oil - and you is not got to get - ah cain ' t 
set no prices on you for that . "  He say , "But mah med icine is $ 1 .  25 a quart , "  he 
say , '�ut the Lord , the Spiri t ,  give me this remedy to pray over you and anoint 
you with oil . "  He s ay , I INow , you give me $ 1 . 25 for this quart of medicine and 
you pay me what you want to for the prayers and mah s e rvi ces . 1 I So mama give him 
$ 2 . 50 for h is service and give him $ 1 . 25 for dat quart o f  medicine . Ah ' ve taken 
three quart s of that medicine . Do you hear me? [I am s upposed to b e  hard o f  
h earing - see Introduction . ]  And i t  was c lear , a s  clear as any water could b e  -
as hydrant water , and it was of a min ' ral . I t was o f  a min ' ral s tuf f that looked 
kind of p inkish . I t  looked j us t  like - it kinda looked like b ig grains of sugar 
b ut it was p ink . I t  was a min ' ral b ut when it get in that water it diss olved -
it didn ' t  color the water , no color b ut j us t  a pale min ' ral co lor . 

(A mineral color ? )  
Yes , s i r .  
(All righ t . )  [ A  tPiok preparation purchas ed . ]  
And I would take a g las s of that - a wineg las s ful and then a hot cup o f  coffee 

be fore it , [ I mean ] behind it in the morning for breakfas t .  And I t ake one in 
the d innertime and one at night - three t imes a day . And that s tu f f  cut s tuff 
out of me that looked like l i t t le b ones - s ome kind of b one , it had little ridges 
in it all through . He tole me af ter I have that - had i t  in the s lop j ar wher e 
he looked at it . I t  cut little bones looked l ike out o f  me - under s tand , like 
that . 

[The mys tery is solved by the words , "He told me after • • •  in the s lop j ar where 
he looked at it . 1 I The patient did no t look - prob ab ly indispos ed after the usual 
heavy laxative given by many dootors . The dootor dropped the Zi tt Ze b one s �  
perhaps chicken , into the j ar - s e e  margin- titles Trioks and Live Things In You . ] 

And mah private ,  you know , mah lit t l e  thing , i t  done drewed up [ shrank ] ab out 
that long . And after drinking the third b o t tle o f  that - well , I took three 
bottles - I could kinda feel the effects of i t . I got to the p lace that I come 
b ack per fect to mys elf . Af t er that I had three treats [ treatments ] ,  three quarts 
of that medicine , it cured me . And he left here . Now he is in Cincinnati or 
somewhere . He is the man that cured me . Yes , s ir . 

[1  b eg in my reexamination - see Introduction . ]  
(Now thi s  doctor from Beechwood - Radley , the hoodoo - what did he do with you 

when he came to the house ? Did he do anything ? ) 
When he come dere - when he fir s t  come in the h ouse , he s ay that he s eed where 

that 1 was s ick ,  seed where mama was in dis tress . He s ay he was burning his 
�i tohcraft - that ' s  what he s ay .  And he s ay that I had nine weeks to live in . 

(Well , did he do anyth ing when he came ? ) 
No more than read his cards , that ' s  all . 
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( Oh ,  he b rough t s ome cards ? )  
Ye s , sir , he had s ome cards in his p o cke t . 
( I  see . )  

2 73 

And he r ead them cards and then he told me how I was cold f rom h er e  on down 
and he didn ' t  do noth ing e ls e . 

(Did he t ell you wha t  th is girl h ad done t o  you? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(What did they say she h ad done to you? ) 
They s ay that sh e had t aken my in tercourse [come or s emen ]  a f t er meet ing h e r  -

h aving - I had a int ercourse , she didn ' t  have none wi th her , he s ay , and she ' d  
t aken i t  and t ied i t  u p  and carried t o  th is woman up h ere on Jacks on Road at that 
t ime and had her t o  fix it f o r  [ ag ains t ] me . But they s ay the woman fixed it s o 
s t rong until it went to my head , s e e , and it bus t ed the d rum in th is ear . I 
cain ' t  hear out o f  th at ear [ demons t rat es ] .  

(The le f t ear . )  
Yes , s ir , that le ft ear . Yes , s i r .  
(We l l , th at g i r l  came back and spen t  the nigh t  wi th you? ) 
Yeah , that Thursday night . She spent th e  night , and af t er I got well she lef t 

this town . Sh e has not ever b een s een in this t own fr om that day to this - she 
run o f f . 

(How o ld are y ou now ? )  
I ' l l b e  3 9  in May . 
(How do you f eel now? ) 
Oh , ah f eel good . 
(Wel l , are you all righ t  now? ) 
Ye s s i r , j u s t  d eaf in th is ear , tha t ' s  all . 
(I  see - I s ee . ) [Vi cksb urg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 7 ) , 1070 : 3 .  ] 
79 7 . (How did you happen t o  learn thi s work - did you pick it up yourself � 

did s omeone t each you? ) 
Naw s i r , ah was g i f t ed t o  dat e Al l ah ' m  talkin ' ab out ah was gift ed - t o ok i t  

u p  mah owns elf . When ah w a s  twe lve years old ah was showed de spiri t - diff ' rent 

TO BECOME A DOCTOR 
I WAS GIFTED 

herb s  j es '  fer ab out twelve-thirt een nigh t s , unt i l  ah could 
go t o  'um and t e ll dem ,  go to ' em .  De five-finger grass 
dat ' s  one o f  de luckies t gr as ses in de world - j es '  like 
yore han ' . Juh evah seen dat ? 
(No , I never s aw i t . )  

Wal l , dat ' s  in dis country - it ' s  hard to f ind without yo ' know dere ' s s ome at . 
An' ah kin go to it righ t now . 

(Well , you were shown in this sp irit . 
spirit t each you these thing s or what ? )  

Did you make any e f fort t o  let th e 

It sh owed me . Den ah went anywhere in de woo ds to find the s ame s tuf f what 
ah s eed in mah s leep and bring it b ack to de house and showed de people and d e  
o ld er people s ay ,  "Well , d a t  [boy ] mus t goin ' b e  a do c t o r  [ or ]  somep in . "  Wa ll , 
then anoth er nigh t ah lay down and them things arrive b efo ' me agin and ah s ee 
j es t li t t le things , b ut ah go in de woods and ah couldn ' t find th em .  Wal l , de , 
s ame th ing arrive b e fo ' me de next nigh t ; ah go in de woods an ah keep ahunt in ' 
t i l l  ah f ind that thing - d ig i t  up and carry it back t o  d e  hous e . Se l l  dem j es '  
like he [ spirit ? ]  said untul a doctor [wh i ch kind? ] ,  a whi t e  man wh o was a docto� 
said , "We ll , "  he s aid , "how o ld i s he? " S aid , "He is twe lve years o ld gwine on 
thirt een . " He s aid , "Wel l ,  I would like t o  h ave this b oy wit me . "  Wal ,  ah did 
not have no mother an ' no father . Ah was j es t  a motherless child , j es '  like ah 
am now - ain ' t  know mah mo ther and mah fath er ,  b e ' s  a s t ep-b aby . But he ' s  mah 
s t ep-daddy . So he raised me - ah wasn ' t  no , but get de ide a .  They knowed mah 
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father and mother when they died and yo ' s ee mah mother and father was under 
s lavery . S o  des e people have dere freedom dey j us t  taken us and raised us after 
dey give us f reedom . An ' so  dey d idn ' t  have nowhere to go and so fer s everal 
night s  - ah kin rememb er as good , we s lep t  in de woods until de lady , name some
thing or other , that they knowed , let ' em  have a ole log house to sleep in . Ah 
remember ah was on de floor . 

An '  s o  ah kep t on s elling dem herbs to d e  white party . S o  den de doctor tole 
' em ,  s aid , "Let him stay with me , ah ' ll give him good wages . "  And then he ' d  
taken de roots after ah showed him how and tes t ed ' em  out and made medicine out 
of ' em his self . And yo ' see , he wasn ' t  -

(You were b orn in Como , Georgia? ) 
Yes . You ' ve heard talk of dat? 
[ I  certainly said Como , unles s while my machine was turned off  he had said 

s omething like Comah - in either case , i t  mus t have b een Comer , a village 75 
mil es northwes t  of August a . My f ol lowing yes to his ques tion shows me thinking 
of two things at once - Lake Como in the summer o f  19 23 , and don ' t int errupt . ]  

(Yes , but you spent your manhood mos tly in Augus ta  - you went there after you 
s t ar t ed to grow up . )  

Mos t ly in Augusta and here . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 542) , 67 5 : 5 . ]  
798 . Peop le that puts spel ls on peop le , they claim they ' re b orn that way -

they know these things anyway . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 39 ) , Ed . ]  
7 9 9 . Well , I have heard that they [cunjures and wit ches ] are born that way . 

[Ocean City , Md . , (18) , from Goldsboro , N .  Car . , Ed . ]  
800 . I ' m  a witchcraft doctor. I s tud ied witchcraf t .  [ He is the only pers on 

ever to admit being a Witchcraft doctor . ] 
(Will you talk a li t t le bit louder . )  [Se e  Introduction 

I STUDIED WITCHCRAFT about diff iculties o f  recording . ]  
I s tudied f er wit chcraf t - di f f erent things , you know , and 

I doctor dis ease and do diff erent kind of tricks , you know . Course , now , I don ' t 
know everything , but I know s ome . That righ t ?  See , I ' m  a doctor - ought to know 
somethin ' . Is that right ? 

(Well , you can s t art ahead and tell me anything you want to tell me . )  
Anything you don ' t  know ab out or unders tand - anything in particular you don ' t  

know , I may be ab le to explain i t  to you as far as I know , ac cording to my know
ledge . Course now , I s tudied over hundred diff ' rent things - all kind of magi C , 
courtship , you see , this hoodoo work and all that , lawsui ts and so  on . [Norfolk , 
Va . ,  ( ? ) , 450 : 1 ;  my note reading Doctor Harvey - ran out on me . How , I no longer 
rememb er - probab ly excused himself and did not return . ] 

801 . Prac tically what I know , you understand , I illus trate that , you know , 
plainly . 

( I  see . Well , do you call yoursel f a root doctor? ) 
No , �l I don ' t  call myself a root doctor. I 'm more of a specialis t - I make 

every kind of medicine in the world but cas tor oil , according to Hoyle . 
(I  s ee . ) 

I 'M MORE OF A SPECIALIST And I ' m  known to cure any thing in that respect that I 
know of - unders tand , what my father taught me years 

ago - but I don ' t like dat name root doctor . No .  
(Oh , you don ' t  like that name . )  

No , I don ' t  like dat name . 
(What ' s  wrong with that name? )  
Wel l ,  the prac tical r eason .  I t ' s  okay . I t ' s j u s t  like that th at I don ' t  like 

that common , you know , express ion here . There you are . 
People get ' fraid of you - think if you are a root doctor , pers on like in my 
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p redi cament in lif e .  My people especially , they g e t  ' fraid of you when dey th ink 
dat - you know what I mea� .  

(They think that you are g o ing t o  p u t  a spell o n  them ? ) 
Yeah ,  s ure - s ome o f  that predicament . Yeah . 
(And then there are s o  many fakes , I s uppos e  that they are afraid of you . I 

s ee . ) 
S ure , c ert ainly . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 3 7 7 : 2 . ] 
80 2 .  (Were you b o rn down here and have you a lways lived righ t around here ? ) 
In Mob i le - all mah l i f e  b een righ t chere - been heah 7 2  years . 
(Are there many pro f e s s ional people here - where you c an go to g et spell 

t aken o f f ? Are there as many now as there us ed to be? ) 

CURIN ' PEOPLE OF BAD DISEASE 
Dere mo ' heah now den dere evah was . 
(Do people believe more o f  i t  than they us ed t o  or 
are they s ort o f  f o rg e t t ing i t ? ) 

No s ir ,  dey worser now den dey evah was in mah life . 
(How many whi t e  people g o  t o  thes e roo t  doctors ? )  
Oh ,  ah don ' know - pret ty s ome - bigg e s t  maj ority o f  them goes . )  
(The white peop le? ) 
Uh-hmm , they go , b igges t maj ority o f  ' em ,  c aus e they believe in that ; s ee ,  

they goes s ome t imes tuh hold their s e rvant s down , all like that .  
( T o  h old their servants down? ) 
An ' p ay yo ' as little money as they can . 
[ Only t ime I ever h eard this purp o s e ! ]  
(Are the root doctor and the conj urer the s ame thing or are they d i f ferent ? )  
Well , dere ' s  a roo t doctor and den dere ' s  s ome call deys e1f hoodoos and s ome 

call dey s e l f  s leight- of-hand workers ; b ut when yo ' come down tuh de whole thing , 
they al l ab out the same thing . 

But a root doctor - now dere a who le lotta roots and things l ike that . Ah 
know - ah g o  out in de woods and g e t  ' em . 

(Well , the root doctor cures you o f  j us t ordinary s i cknes s ? )  
Yes , s e ch as curin ' people of bad dis ease , yo ' know - now , ah know how t o  do 

dat . 
-- [ So far as I know , inf o rmant was not a doctor . " 6 6 7  - woman 7 2  - 50 years ago 
worked in whore-h ous e in Mob i le - very good" - Numbers Book 6 4 7-822 . ]  [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 88 1 : 6 . ] 

80 3 .  When ah wus ' b out twelve yeahs o le , ah us ed to lead one of dem expert 
spirits men aroun ' , s ee , and he told me a heap a th ings and I ain ' t nevah forgo t 

DESE THINGS COME TUH ME 
LEARNT BY BEING ROUN ' PEOPLE 

i t . But ah g o t  some experient ab ou t few things 
mahs e 1 ' - see , ah g o t  a family and des e things 
come tuh me and dere ' s  s ome of de th ings ah learnt 
by b e ing roun ' people . But dere two- three thing s 

wh at ' s  ab s o lutely de t ruth , s o  help me Lawd , come to me and ah try it - pay [ it 
pays ]  t o  try i t  and ah knowed i t  worked . 

(You s ay y ou worked for one of thes e  men? ) 
Oh , ah used t o  lead a spirchul man around when ah was ab out twe lve . Oh , he 

c ud t el l  yo ' anything or he cud do anything . Ah know dat and he u s ed to give me 
50¢ a day - us ed to lead him around because h e  was b lind , s ee .  

[ " 549 - garag e man - 40 ' s  - good - would t ell ab out spirits - put two quarters 
b e tween us - had lent [ [Ttvins ? or T- s ometh ing ] ]  50¢ - [ [ I ] ] lent him $ 1 . 00 " -
Numbers Book 442- 6 2 1 . S i lver be tween us and o ther pro t e c t ive devices happ ened so 
of ten ; man in Mob ile making s ign o f  cros s at door , s omeone turning round , wearing 
s i lver - I p aid litt le attention to them . He probab ly had mentioned the power of 
borrowed money , esp e c i ally s i lver - I " lent him $ 1 . 00 "  - in addition to the fee I 
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gave him ,  otherwis e  my loan would no t have b een lucky . ]  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , 
( 549) , 684 : 1 .  ] 

804 .  You can , and you see , it ' s  a peculiar way ab out it - you j us t  have to go 
and t ry to work on your s elf and see . Now , i f  you hurt , doctor ' s  medicine won ' t 
do you no good . And you j us t  have to t ry some other way , and of course , people 

A SPIRIT DWELLING WOMAN 
CONS IDERED AUTHOR 

A RADIO BROADCASTER 

that dwell wi th spir its d ey kin dwell with de sp irits 
and find out things . And o f  cours e ,  I do mos t o f  my 
work through de spir i t s  and de Bib le - r eading certain 
chapters and deal with thos e things reveal to me . I 
can s ee ' em as a f lash . In visions like that I kin 

tell . And i f  such a thing is true , why you kin go to work on yourself for that . 
----(Well , suppose I had s omething wrong wi th me and I came to you - you s ay you 
only take care of women , but suppose I came to you .  What would you do ? How 
would you proceed to handle my case? ) 

We ll , dep end on what ' s  wrong wi th you . [ Good . ] 
[ I  e ither turned o f f  my machine for a moment whi le we talked or recording too 

bad to trans crib e : ]  
(I s ee .  You ' d  have to have a vis ion o f  i t  first - o f  what ' s  wrong wi th me ? 

I s ee .  And then you ' d  g ive your remedy . )  
[ Here I either lef t  out s ome mat erial about Madame Kaye , whi ch I cannot find 

or it may have been b ad ly recorded and no t trans crib ed . ]  
(And you say , you don ' t - you only have women cus tomers , you don ' t take men 

at all . Isn ' t there s omeone around here that j us t  takes men , in town - s omeone 
that j us t  takes men ? ) 

I d on ' t know . 
(You said Madam Kaye only takes women , too . )  
She j us t  takes women . 
( I  s e e .  Well , now , how d id you happen to learn this work - did you learn it 

from s ome member of your family ? )  
No . 
(I s e e . Did you have any special gift for i t ? )  
A special gift - that ' s  mos t ly what I have , a special gift and then cours e I 

have learnt from another certain woman whi ch knows . 
( I  see . Well , now , do you ever make up any of your own remedies or cures or 

do you get most of them out of a b ook? ) 
I get most out of books . And I know a woman that I works with - ah mos t ly get 

' em from h er , she f ixes ' em . 
(That woman lives. here? Would she come around and talk to me , I wonder ? )  
I think she will i f  I kin get in touch with her . She doesn ' t  live in Mob i le .  
(Oh , I s ee - she lives out o f  town . ) 
Lives out of town . 
(I  see - h ow far out ? )  

Well , it ' s  about 2 5  miles . 
( I  s ee - she lives up in th e country s ome p lace ? )  
Yes . 
(End of 709 - this woman was brought by Mrs . Bracy . She ' s  supp os ed to be a 

woman who puts men and women together [ a  technical express ion ] , and she only 
works for women . Now ,  Madam Kaye , here in town , who is a whi t e  woman , does the 
s ame type of work . She only works for women - will not have any men clients . ) 

(This woman , as you see on the cylinder s , didn ' t tell me very much . She migh t  
have b een a little bit t imid - she was , in fact , frightened and THOUGHT THAT I 
WAS BROADCASTING HER SPEECH . However , she used the Sixth and Seventh Book of 
Moses and I doub t  very much whether she knows many things . )  [My comment after 
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woman left . ]  [Mob i l e , Ala . ,  ( 70 9 ) , 9 7 8 : 4 . ] 

2 7 7  

805 . [While on the s ub j ect o f  becoming a doctor and dWe l ling �i th spirits and 
being ca l led a radio broadcaster , I might as well pause to des crib e a few other 
ac comp li shmen ts attrib uted me . Fur th er see int erviews wi th the Moj o Expert of 
Memphi s  and the Patient Doctor of Waycros s ; a lso Hyat t ,  H .  M . , in Index : ] 

We ll , ah ' ve heard o f  peop le who - o f  course , mah father us ed tuh tell s tories 
o f  thi s  kind becaus e he dealt in th is matter . An ' he said , if yo ' g i t someone ' s  

THE AUTHOR 
CALLED A DOCTOR 

foot track an ' yo ' do not want dem round , why yo ' t ake dis foot 
t rack o f  the left or de right an ' y o ' kin b ind i t  with s ome 
salt an ' throw i t  in de fire b ackward ovah yore sh oulder an ' 
s ay dey can ' t come b ack . [ S alt and dirt from foo t track are 

t ied up in a small paper package . ] 
(Whi ch shoulder do you throw it ove r ? ) 
Over the left one . 
(And whi ch track do you throw? ) 
Out de left foot . 
(Did your father work here in Georgia? ) 

Yeah , he worked - he was do in ' de s ame work that chur e doin ' . [Waycros s , Ga . , 
( 110 4 ) , 17 7 7 : 10 . ] 

80 6 . S e llin ' 1ikker yo ' mean? I f  yo ' s  a man makin ' moonshine or uns t amped 
whiskey , s ee . All righ t . Now , ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' dis heah one ' caus e  ah done 
dis mahs e1f an ' yo ' s  a doctor an ' yo ' wanta know all dat e 

Yo ' git s a l i t t le piece of red flanne l - yo '  have s een d is heah r ed f lannel , 
an ' dis b rierb erry root wit s tickers in it . 

( I t  has s t ickers on it . )  
Dat ' s  righ t . Well , all righ t , yo '  git chew a piece o f  dat an ' git chew s ix 

copper pennies , an ' h ave a lamp . Now , yo ' don ' t  want nob ody s ee dis lamp - yo ' 
h ave all dis down in de lamp where yo ' po ' yore oi l in i t , an ' yo ' s e t  it ovah 
dere in dis corner . Well , yo ' goin ' b urn dis oil , s ee .  Wel l , now i f  ah come in 
ah ain ' t  got no busines s ovah dere in dat corner - s ee whut yo ' doin ' ovah dere -
have I ?  

( That ' s  right . )  
Well , now , g i t  chew nine pods of red peppah an ' put in ther e , in dat lamp , wit 

dem s ix copper pennies . But befo ' y o '  put dem s ix copper pennies in dere - to 
keep anyb ody from knowing whut yo ' doin ' ; dat i s , i f  y o ' kin - s tamp ovah ' em ,  
put ' em  into a vis e , get ' em  pres sed out . We ll , now yo ' got chure little shade , 
yore lit t le secret place heah in dis corner . We ll , yo ' s e t  dat lamp dere an ' yo ' 
b urn it nigh t  an ' day , ' caus e yore gon I a  have cus t omer s comin ' in all times of de 
nigh t . We ll , yo ' bu rn dat night an ' day right dere , but chew kin have a li t t le 
cur tain up dere . We ll , dey ain ' t nobody got no busines s b ack dere but chew - dey 
don ' t know whut chew doin ' . 

( That is all you have to do ? ) 
Dat ' s  all yo ' got ' a  do . Ah ' ve s een dat tried . 
(And you t ake the lamp and you put this b rier gr as s in the re . )  
Now wait . Yo ' goin ' pull up the s od with it . Yo ' pull it up an ' take yo ' a 

ha t chet ' cause it ' s  h ard , an ' yo ' cut o f f  nine l i t t l e  b lue pods . 
( P ods or par ts ? )  
Pods , dat ' s  right . Cut i t  o f f  j es '  lak dese roun� - j es '  cut one , two , three , 

fo ' , till yo ' git de nine . Yo ' have yore lamp right ' long wit yo ' an ' yo ' put i t  
in dere . We ll , dat keros ene now dat chew us e in dis lamp ,  don ' t  nevah po ' none 
o f  it ou t  no mo ' than go in dat lamp , an ' don ' t  let nob ody us e an ' handle dat b ut 
chew .  Well , yo ' handle dat a dif f erent way . Yo ' ain ' t go in ' t rus t anybody else 
with i t . Wel l , all r ight , dat ' s all yo ' do .  
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(You put the nine pods of that b rier grass from the corn field in this lamp . 
Then you pour the oil on it . Then you take these - how many pennies ? )  

Nine pennies . 
(Nine pennies and you flatten them out - put them in a vise - hold them in a 

vise s o  many days and then you put those in - and anything else you put in that 
lamp ? ) 

Nine pods o f peppah - little cayenne red peppah , des e lit tle pods , yo ' know 
' bout dat long . An '  yo ' have yore little shade made right dere an ' pu t ' em in 
dere an ' g o out ' b out chure b us ines s . 

(Nothing else you put in tha t lamp ? )  
Nope - j es '  dat al l .  An '  yo '  burn i t  nigh t an ' day till it b urn down . At 

certain hours when yo ' h ave no cus tomers , g it behin ' yore curtain , an ' feed dat 
lamp . Yo ' ain ' t got ' a  b urn it high - j es '  dat-a�ay , re ' l  dim ligh t . An ' if he 
come right ou t  dere , he ain ' t comin ' in dat place . 

( The law won ' t come in there at all . )  
An ' yo ' kin tell about a man whut has did it - go to 452  Montgomery S t reet , 

right round de corner . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 261) , 2 142 : 1 ;  small-time doctor . ]  
807 . (You went to She lbyvil le , Tennes s ee . )  
That ' s  right . Well , now , during the course of three weeks there I made $ 600 , 

s ee , j us t  te l ling peop le . But ah actually know h ow to  te l l , you see . 

AUTHOR 
BECOMES A SPECIALIST 

(Well , what do you use in te l ling ? )  
Teacup . 
(You tell their fortunes with the t eacup . And then what 
do you do? ) 

Then the person say , "That is true" - which i t  is . There ' s hardly any true -
now , I kin t ell you or anyone ; well , that ' s  true . But , now you s ay , you see 
where I ' m  going to get s ome money from some p lace or well - can you do  something ,  
can you do anything to inf luence a lawsui t or something like that . Wel l ,  ah don ' 
know h ow t o  do that part . Well , AH REFER DIS PERSON TO YOU . You see , [ ah ]  s ays , 
"I  know a man that probab ly could give you something to help you that way . " [The 
specializat ion of modern medicine has influenced hoodoo l ]  

(Have you ever worked in cooperation with other peop le ? )  
Many people in that way . Say now , if  someone comes to me and says , "You t ell 

my f ortune ? "  And I charge them $ 2 . 00 - that ' s  my price you see when ah would 
t ell them . Course ah don ' t have any large fee for telling fortunes . Down where 
we lived in Tennes see it cos t something to tell fortunes . There was one whi t e  
lady that lived down de street from me that told fortunes , she paid $ 1000 a year , 
but that woman really made it . Now the people would begin at her hous e at four 
' clock in de morning and come t ill four in the evening . Well , she retired . They 
wou ld be there every day - cars j us t  be lined up . 

We ll , now for instance I tell fortune , maybe you have some magical power . A 
person says , "Well , can you do something to inf luence the s ale of my home? I 
have a piece of proper ty that I would like to sell . "  I say ,  "Well ,  I don ' t  do 
that , BUT I KNOW A MAN THAT CAN . " Well , I GIVE THEM A CARD AND SEND THEM TO YOU . 

----(Where did you learn how to tell fortunes ? )  
. 

I learned that from a child . My aunt does to this day . 
(Well , you have prepared tobies f or people , haven ' t  you? ) 
Oh , sure ah done - that ' s  what ah told you ah wanted to give you , a lit tle 

[ei ther a toby or a card of introduction to  a toby specialis t ] . 
(He doesn ' t  do anything else but j us t  take care of thos e [ tobies ] . ) 
I kin do a lot of little things but I never did profit in that [toby-making ] .  
[ I comment to  microphone as s oon as informant leaves room : ]  
(The woman who has j us t  finished talking was Mrs . Frazee . She came back to 
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t alk t o  m e  a little b i t  - she didn ' t  give m e  anything wor thwhile th is morning . )  
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , j us t  b e fore No . 709 but I c annot ident i fy her No . ,  9 66 : 2 . ]  

80 8 .  [ I  was c alled other things (see Introduct ion) b e s ides doatop : ]  
Yo ' not a boo t 1eggah , are yo ' ?  [ I  shook my head . ] Ah j es t  wanted tuh know . 

Well , ah tell yo ' whut chew do . S e e , g o  tuh de d rug s to '  an ' g i t  chew a t en-cent 
bot t le of this s tu f f  yo ' call rubb in ' alcoho l .  All righ t , 

AUTHOR A BOOTLEGGER leave f rom dere an ' g i t  chew a t en-cent b ot t le o f  wi tch 
haz el , an ' j es '  mix dat together , an ' ever ' mawnin ' when 

yo ' g i t  up , j es t  rub it on yore han ' s .  All de p eople j es '  comin ' in rush in ' . 
( Simp le as that . )  
S imp les t thing - co s t  yo '  twenty cent s . [ B runswick , Ga . , ( 1 210) , 2045 : 7 .  

Aft er info rmant - poot doator and b oo t legger - leaves , I comment t o  Te1ediphone , 
"This woman came yes t erday and sh e wouldn ' t talk to me . " ] 

809 . Ah have a b r o ther in Baltimo re .  He has two hou s es on North [ S omething ] 
S treet , an ' i f  yo ' evah t ravel to Baltimor e  - he ' s  running a big b arroom on 

Ca lvert S t r eet . He don ' t want his wi f e  to work in this 
JOB WAITING FOR AUTHOR b a rroom .  She ' s  j es '  dere - j es t  a pes t  in de way . An '  

h e ' l l do anything in d i s  world - pay any amount o f  money 
he can to g e t  her outa dis b ar room wher e  he kin hand le it hims el f .  [ S avannah , 
Ga . , ( 12 6 2 ) , 2 144 : 6 . ] 

810 . [No ma t t er how a p er s on b ecomes a doator , a first-class doator should b e  
a fortune-teller - a seer and mas ter o f  d reams and spirits - ab le to t e l l  what 
has happ ened , is  happening , and wi ll happ en : ]  

Now , I used to us e a wash you c al l  Chinese �ash [ t o keep the law away ] an ' 
i f  I had anyb ody at my hous e , any enemy o f  mine , they ' d  walk on out . 

(Wher e did you get this Chine s e  �ash? ) 
FORTUNETELLER We ll , th is same - the one in New York . You could buy it an ' 

they t e ll this woman [ canvas s er fo r a N ew York firm] - had a 
special root at a New York drug s tore where she b ought it at . 

(Did you live in New York or did you s end for i t ? )  
I lived i n  New York eigh t  year . I j is '  came here f rom New Yo rk . I ' ve b een 

away eigh t years . I j is '  got chere . S ome money - � spiPituaZi s t  t o ld me dere ' s  
s ome money was b e  left here for me to f ix my place [ hous e ] .  I came he re to get 
de money . An ' sh e t ole me wh ile I b ein ' her e  that s ome dark fellah wus gon ' a  
make love with me . So sur e  enough he did an ' I go t married Mond ay . [ Ri chmond , 
Va . ,  ( 38 3 ) , 3 25 : 3 . ]  

8 11 . They ' ll fix you ano ther way in tha t  s ame way , j es t  like you uPinate . 
They get that and put that into that t ree wheresomever you uPinate at . They find 
that and they s top that up in that t ree and tha t shakes your bowels . That gets 
you so that you be g raj ' ly ,  g raj ' ly [ gradually ] dy ing - that ' ll ki ll you . Well , 
you might live two o r  three yea r , but fin ' lly you get s o you can ' t  have no ac tion 
ata11 , un1es s en you find another man that ' s  smart enough to find that . Cours e we 
have mens in th is c ount ry that ' ll find it . They wi ll go right on to i t . They 
will come t o  you and look right at you and tell you j es t  exact ly who done i t  and 
go f ind i t  and get it and t urn you loos e ,  and you ' ll b e  a sound man again . But 
long as that there - well , you are on your way t o the cemetery all the t ime . 
[ There is frequent confusion between b ladder and b owel funct ions . ]  [Vicksburg , 

Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 10 3 8 : 4 . ] 
8 1 2 . I ' ll tell what was done t o  my husb and . He was workin ' on de gov ' ment 

and he went downt own Front and P r incess [ S t reets ] .  He knowed de Red Cross fo lks 
was h avin ' s ome kin ' o f  meet in ' and dat d r aws a crowd . And he been in dat crowd 
and he even knowed two o r  three de p eop le in dere , wa s t a lkin ' , and while dey 
was l i s t en ' at de s ingin ' and de mus i c , one dese ladies t ake de money out o f  his 
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po cket . He didn ' t  miss de money or nothin ' till he get in de Five-and-Ten-Cent 
Store and feel b ack in his pocket - why , de money b een gone . So  den he run b a ck 
to de crowd and so he as t all of ' em did dey see de money .  So none never s eed i t  
so h e  went down to d e  police headquarters and tell they [ not them ] ab out it . 

And he say af t er dat , we ll he s tudied , see . He went - he heerd talk of a lady 
dere on Se cond Street ; he went to dat lady . And dat lady told him one dem womens 
what he was talkin ' wid , while he was talkin ' to one , she s ay ,  de othern had take 
dis pocke tb ook out his pocket wid de money . And so he went to this woman and dis 
woman give him a root to chew . Dey ca lled it  Johnson , Johnson [John ] de Conquer 
root . And s o  she told him ,  she say , chew dat and den put it in his pocket ; and 
told him ,  s aid , dat money would o f  been home b efore he git dere . 

Now I ain ' t was home - dis heah real talk - I ain ' t  was home . The man I us ed 
to work [ for ] out on de farm , dey call him Mr . George S . , af ter we worked al l de 
veek , he told us on Sat ' day we could go pick up white  potatoes ready been done 
dig - along [ as long as ] he can true us [ could trus t us ] - us could pick up for 
our selves . So  he s end de truck to get us and carry us out dere to pick up des e 
po tatoes . When I get b ack to my house dey tell me de telegram b oy had b een dere 
twice . S o  I get uneasy . I wonder what he b een dere  for . So  he b een dere twice 
be fore I come . So he come b ack after I get  dere , shortly after , b efore I coulda 
wash de dirt off my hands , and tells me ,  "Heah some money for your husb and , "  and 
says , "You ' s  de wif e , you ' s  de real wi fe? " I s ay ,  "Yes s ir .  l ' s his wife . "  
"Well , heah ' s  his money . "  S o when I look at de money and de card , I was knowed 
it  by his numb er you know , his card what he ' s  b een workin ' ,  what he general ly 
been totin ' [ carrying ] .  And dere was all de money , and j is '  like dat lady told 
him ,  dat money come right back home . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 254) , 250 : 4 . ] 

813 . Yo ' kin go to what chew call a fore-knower - go to a fore -knower and she 
give ' em s omep in dey call de lucky perfume and de John de Conker root ; puts one 
piece in de b ottle and she give yo ' de res t of it to chew .  And when you go to  
d e  gang you chews a piece and rub s  yore hand with this perfume , and you spit de 
j uice - dat ' s  to g ive you good luck and put bad luck on de r es t  of d e  gamb lers . 

(Where do you spit this j uice? ) 
Jes ' spit it anywhere around de game . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 60 ) , 86 3 : 7 . ] 
8 14 .  (You are a prophet and you see these th ings b efore they come to pas s ? )  
Ah lay down tuh sleep an ' see dif f ' rent things b efo ' dey come tuh pas s . 
(Well now , could you s ee th ings for me b efore these things happ en to me? ) 
Yessuh .  Ah s ee where yo ' have great luck b efo ' yo ' an ' wher e yo ' prospers -

yo ' make a great fortune . Yo ' reach de e lementa l e levation very sho ' tly .  I t  
take a sho ' t  while - ah mean , a f ew yeahs . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 5 7 ) , 283 1 : 6 . ]  

815 . (Wha t do you mean - a two-headed pers on ? )  
Well , i f  d e  people - j is '  lak yo ' g o  t o  a person cal led a fortune-teller an ' 

dey tell yore fortune ; see , j is '  lak if yo ' los t yore horse or s omep in an ' yo ' go  

TWO-HEAD 
OR 

DOUBLE::HEADED 
DOCTOR 

to dem an ' d ey tell yo ' , say , "Well , yes , yo ' los t  yore horse an ' 
yore nex ' do ' neighb or got chure hors e an ' he ' ll b ring it b ack in 
s o-many an ' so-many days . Well , dey eventual will b ring it b ack . 
An '  den a lot ta dese peop les , dey read cards - an ' s ome of ' em 
are spiritualis t peop les .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 40) , 152 2 : 4 . ] 
816 . A whit e fellow came to me and asked me to go with him down 

to one of thes e  doub le-head doctors . He made a deal with a party and he [ party ] 
wasn ' t  satis f ied and was going to law .  H e  want ed to know if  h e  couldn ' t  s top his 
id eas of going to cour t .  We goes down and she fixed him .  She told his fortune 
and told him what to do and stopp ed him from going to court . That was down in 
Caroline [ County , Virginia ] .  I heard o f  taking hair out o f  peop le ' s  head and 
cut it up and put it in a bottle and put in a litt le water and seal it up tigh t  
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and it wi ll make snakes . They p u t  i t  under the door [ f or you to walk over ] and 
they t e l l  me as long as that is the re y ou will h ave mis ery in the head . You g e t  
o n e  of th es e doub Ze-head doctops t o  find i t . [ Fredericksb urg , Va . ,  (44) , Ed . ]  

817 . Ab out my cous in , my grandmother t o l d  me that - tha t ' s  b een round ab out 
twelve years ago , t en or twelve ye ars ago . 

PAST-KNOWER 
AUTOP SY WITHOUT CADAVER 

( He re - here in Vicksburg ? )  
No , s ir ,  that was in - up here in She lby , Mis s i s s ippi . 
( Shelby , Mi s s is s ipp i . )  

Yes , s ir , and she ' d  taken s ick . Wel l , she and a �ady 
f ri end was living t ogether . We ll , you s ee ,  she didn ' t  know this girl had no 
grudg e  agin her ; in fact , she could have did it for s omeone els e ,  you s ee , g o t  
i t  for someone else . Well , she ' s  a very beaut i ful g irl and 10 t s a  people liked 
her and s ome dis liked her , you unders t and . We ll , she was - dis lavatory was a 
good p iece from de hous e and sh e would do what she was go ing to do in de house 
and t ake i t  out . S o  one d ay she did i t  and she d idn ' t take it out except de 
girl did , and got part of it and s topped it up in a b o t t l e , and so she ' d  t aken 
s ick f rom i t . 

S o , well , they never d id take i t  t o  no two-headed peps on t o  find out what i t  
w a s  ab out ; she went to a medica Z  doctop . Bu t her b owels was t ied up - s h e  could 
not do anything . And this bot tle - after she was dead my grandmother s aw [ two
headed peps on ] conc erning of i t . And she was t old t o go t o  h er b ack s t ep s , up 
under a board she had go ing to her lavatory , that b o t tle was b uried with s ome of 
her in it ; and say , when tha t s topper b lew out , that ' s  de caus e he r d eath . 

( I  s ee . )  
S o  she died . They never d id find it out t ill a f t er she was de ad . [ Vi cksburg , 

Mi s s . ,  ( 716) , 986 : 1 . ] 
818 . [ P ower for good or evil comes from many s ources - actually , from one ' s  

des ire o r  in t en t ion : ] 
We ll , it wus a l it t le woman , her husb and died an ' leave two ch i1 ' run , a s e t t le 

woman , light [ comp lexion ] , an ' it wus a brigh t -skin man , a s e t t le man . He wus 

POWER FROM GOD 
HE WORKED THROUGH THE SPIRIT 

WITH THE LORD 

much o lder then she wus dough [ though ] . He wus 
s ing le . He had liked this woman , had loved her 
an ' wan t ed to marry th is woman . An ' ano ther woman 
had love h im ,  see , but h e  didn ' t care nut tin fer 
her . Wel l , h e  wou ld buy her ev ' ry kin ' o f  thing 

ev ' ry kin ' of - nic e  things you know to b r ing this woman . He carr ies her candy , 
milk , ham an ' all kin ' of things to b r ing this woman , b ut she never would eat i t  
when he ' d  b r ing i t . She would t ake it out an ' b ury ' it .  She wouldn ' t  eat it . 
An ' he kep ' b ringin ' her s ome of his - he ' d  b ring clo th an ' al l like dat . We ll , 
sh e wouldn ' t  us e it . So he - fin ' lly he couldn ' t g i t  her that way , he came to 
see her one day , an ' fin ' lly he wed her anyhow by chewin ' some chewin ' -gum , 
somepin like chewin ' -gum , an ' she inh al ed i t , choo know . 

(What did h e  put on tha t ? )  
I don ' t know , s i r , whut h e  put on i t . An ' h e  would use a wh i t e  han ' ker chi f -

you s ee ,  throw it aroun ' like this [ d emons trates ] ,  zhoo know , whenever he ' d come 
to s ee h er . [ The waving or manipulating o f  a whi t e  p e r fumed handkerchief appears 
to have b een a fad at one t ime . ] He ' d  throw it aroun ' an ' fin ' lly she j i s '  went 
crazy ab out him , you s ee , an ' she married dis man . But de othe r woman had loved 
' im an ' th is o the r woman wus j ealous of her an '  th is man . An ' one day she came 
to her house an ' the way she came she had to come through the b ack doah , an ' she 
[wi f e ] wus in de hous e .  As she came along she drop s ome dirt down by d e  t ab le .  

(Wha t sort o f  d irt did she drop ? )  
S ome kin ' o f  grey- 100kin ' s an ' - where she always s tan ' , you know , wash in , 
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dishe s . An '  she s a id , "Hey . "  She didn ' t  hear her b ecau s e  she wus in de hous e . 
Th i s  wus in d e  count ry . She d idn ' t hear her b ecau s e  she was inside de hous e .  
She s aid , "Where are you? " She s aid , "Here I am . "  Sh e s aid , " I  th ough t y ou 
ough t to b e  s tandin ' here washin ' d i shes . "  Sh e s ay , "No , here I am in de hous e 
t o day . "  She she went in an ' done d ropp ed dis in there in the kit chen as she was 
pas s in ' . An ' they went on in there wit d e  t alkin ' . 

She said , "Well , now , Louis e ,  I g o t ' a  g e t  up an ' fix d innah , "  she s ay ,  "h e ' l l 
be he re dire c t ly for his d innah . "  An' s he went on back in th e k i t chen , wen t  to 
s t irr in ' aroun ' the tab le ,  you know , built a f i re in de s tove an ' me s s in ' aroun ' 
d e  t ab l e  an ' thing s l ike that . An ' all at once a pain s t ruck h er in the b o t tom 
o f  her f o o t  an ' then h e r  foot went r ight o n  u p  t o  h e r  s t omach an ' h e r  s tomach 
began t o  hurt an ' she said , " Oh , "  she s aid , "y ou know my f e e t  hur t ! "  An '  the 
other woman s aid , "Yes ? "  She s aid , "Whut ' s  de ma t t er wi th you? " She s ay ,  I 
d on ' t  know . " Sh e had j es '  s t epped on this s an '  an ' i t  went al l on d e  b o t t om  o f  
her foot , but she didn ' t s ee it , you s ee ,  an ' th i s  woman knowed she had put i t  
ther e .  

An ' she s ay , "You know , I g o t  a pain down in thi s  toe . "  It looked like i t  
would come i n  spells , y o u  know . I t  would lay o f f awhile an ' come b ack again . 
An '  sh e kep ' on l ike tha t , didn ' t pay i t  no min ' , didn ' t thought i t  ' mount to 
nuthin . Fin ' lly the woman kep ' on worry in ' her - thi s othe r woman went on b ack 
home . 

An ' she g o t  b ad off , real s i ck ,  an ' they called de doctor an ' t ri ed ev ' rything 
they could an ' didn ' t s eem to do h er no good . An ' one woman come there , she s ay , 
"You know one thing , I be lieve you ' s  hurt . "  Sh e said , "You reckon ? " Sh e s aid , 
"Yeh , I b e lieve you ' s hurt . " Sh e said , "Wel l ,  I don ' t  know how i t  works but I 
s een peopl e  hurt an ' dat ' s  de way it worked - come in spell s like dat . "  An ' sur e  
enough , s h e  s ay that why she couldn ' t  make a p as s  - couldn ' t have a a c t ion . An ' 
s o  she tole her about a root man . They t ook her in de bug gy an ' carried her - I 
d on ' t know where he lived - an ' this man f ixed he r up . 

She said the man s aid , " Thi s  a s imple thing . "  He worked through the spi ri t , 
with the L o rd , you know . He r eads the Bib le an ' a l l . B efore t ime she wa lked in 
the house he could t ell her - he commence to t e llin ' her whut she come for an ' 
t el l  her she wus hurt . An '  he gave her s ome p lain alo es - th is b i t t er medicine , 
this b lack aloes with whiskey on i t  an ' t e ll her take a t easpoonful o f  that ev ' ry 
four hour . An' he g ive her a b ox o f  sulphur an ' tell her take a p inch o f  that 
sulphur whenever she t ake this a loes . So she did tha t an ' fin ' lly she begin t o 
have a act ion an ' you know her b owels b eg in t o  hurt an ' she pass . A snake come 
f rom her . The snake had a head on both end . Den a s corpren [ s corpion ] at de 
next t ime . Wel l ,  she s aid she cont inued takin ' that . After that p as sed she 
beg in t o  g e t  all right . 

Sh e had to pay f i f ty-five dollah . [Wi lming ton , N .  C ar . , ( 3 20) , 252 : 2+85 ; near 
Sumt er , S .  C ar . ) 

819 . Now , he takes dat dead man ' s  head - j es t  like you g o  dere and say , "Ah 
wan t  So-and-So to go from roun ' , want him t o  leave t own" - s ee - "he g ive me 
troub le . "  So he say [ as k )  what de name and you t e l l  him . He wri t es de name 

POWER FROM 
DE HEADBONE 

three times and he put s  three ring s around i t  and he t ake it and 
put it in that dead man ' s  mouth - dat skelet on haid [ in f o rmant 
does not know word sku Z Z ) ,  and he t el l  i t , j es t  like he talkin ' t o  
s omebody , t ell it , s ay , "Ah want chew t o  run S o-and- So-and-S o  c lean 

out o f  town ,  ah want ' em t o  g i t  clean from around heah , "  and s t ick a match to i t  
and that th ing smoke i n  dere and d e  smoke come ou t dat dead man eyes and nos e -
s ee , dat skeleton ha id . Ah ' ve s e en dat workin ' .  Ah know o f  a woman did dat an ' 
she le f t , sh e c ain ' t  nevah come b a ck no mo ' - she come round but sh e cain ' t  s t ay 



- Hoodoo - C onj urat ion - Wit chcraft - Roo twork -

a whole day . Dis person ah ' m referrin ' to is de man do dat e [ Jacks onvi l le , 
Fla . , ( 549 ) , 6 87 : 8 . ] 

820 . [The following two s to ries are to ld by the s ame man - see my comment 
at the end of the th ird s tory : ]  

283 

Th is fellah has a skull - a head , and c laims this is hi s  b rother ' s  head . He 
claimed his b ro ther could do mos t ly anything he wanted to do and mos t  h e  learnt 

it was from whut his b rother learnt ' im .  His b ro ther wanbed 
POWER FROM him to preserve his skull and keep it with him f er ac t ion . And 

BROTHE R ' S SKULL whenever he went in to do anyth ing he wo rked up to a power from 
this skull . He deal t with this skull , he talked t o  i t , he sang 

to i t , h e  danced to it , and i t  s eemly he g its his p ower and he goes righ t  on . 
Now , he would go t o  work , he had f ive lamp s , h e  p laced one in the center of 

each hand , he placed one on each shoulder and one on h is head , and buck danced . 
He - I mean danced - he wasn ' t  t ry ing t o  dance , he danced I And danced j is t  as 
ab out as fas t  as any that choo would f ind in any th eatre . Then he was ab le to go 
r ight on and do any th ing or s ay anyth ing that he wou ld want to s ay t o  anyone . He 
could tell you anyth ing mos t ly y ou wanted to know . 

And he said th at the power that he persessed [ posses sed ] ,  that he could walk 
into any trus t company , any b ank , any s tore , or any p lace o f  business , and take , 
g o  righ t  in to the counte rs , righ t behind the count ers , open th e drawers and � 
al l the money h e  wanted to take , and walk out and not a s oul could see h im ;  i f  h e  
wanted to d o  it , b u t  h e  didn ' t  want to travel that way any more . S o  it seemly as 
though he had did it once in h i s  l ife , but said he didn ' t  want to travel that way 
any more . 

And he had a lamp that he kept in his room that he only had to l igh t it or 
replenish i t ones t every s ix months . And he said when that lamp should go ou t 
he ' ll have to go out , he can ' t s tay in that room . 

[ I  th ink the inf ormant mis sed the point h ere . Th is is probab ly an examp le of 
a p erson ' s  life dep ending upon the condition o f  some material ob j ec t  - s o  common 
in folktales . ]  

And he came to me one day here t o  my work [ in the hotel ] and says to me ,  he 
was vi s i t ing [ b oarding with ] me , and he says , "I s there any p lace you kin take me 
out of t own? Anywur w e kin go? " 

"Wel l , "  I said , "we kin g o  down t o  Deals I s land and o u t  around the water and 
b ack , sigh t  seeing out dere th is af ternoon . "  

He says , "That ' s  f ine . Carry me anywur . "  He s ays , "De spiri ts are b othering 
me s o  I can ' t rest nowur I go . "  And he s ays , " I ' ve go t  to g e t  away , "  he s ays , 
"around the water will b e  a lovely p lace this afternoon . 1 I 

And that day , when we got b ack h ere that nigh t and we j is '  s tart ed into the 
d iningroom , th e people wer e  j is t  calling me up all over this t own asking that I 
would arrange an int erview with this f e llah for them . That was j i s t  as though he 
was j is t  that s lick on that sort o f  spirits . He would pead ' em [ t el l for tune s ] . 
He didn ' t want to do it . He ' d  give a show . He was traveling , h e  had a show o f  
his own . 

And his hands were s o  dried up they were a t  leas t th ree shades b lacker than 
his face was . And th e skin was righ t  t igh t to th e b ones as though someone had 
been dead for months . And he wore g loves to keep anybody fr om seeing his hands . 
I t looked that desperat e .  I t  would frighten you t o  look a t  h is hands . 

(Wer e you afraid of him? ) 
I was j is '  as skeered of h im as could be . 
I seen him hypotize [ hypno t i z e ]  a b oy .  He hypo t i z ed a b oy ,  and hone s t ly , I 

g o t  ang ry with whut h e  d id t o  that boy . 
(Was the b oy from around here ? )  
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Yes sir , our own b oy righ t  here in town .  
He stood him on hi s head . He s t ood him o n  his fee t . He made him do anything 

that would be s i lly act before everybody . Then he j ump ed up and laid this f el lah 
f lat on the floor on his b ack , and got up in his b reas t and the lower par t  of his 
s tomick, and j us t  j umped up and down wi th b o th feet all he wanted , the center of 
this b oy ' s  s tomick . When this f e llah came to he s tood there and laughed . Our 
own boy right here in t own . 

[As a p art o f  his show the man es cap ed from a lo cked-up c o f f in . ] 
The folks g o t  nervous , very nervous . And when they put him in the cof f in and 

sealed him all up , covered th is up , he s ays , " S et s t ill , "  he s ay ,  " i f  any o f  you 
want to go , I ' ll let choo go in a f ew  minutes ; but i f  I go down that door and 
turn around three t imes , not a one o f  y ou kin git up and g o  out . S o  you j es ' as 
well set s t i ll . "  [ Princes s Anne , Md . ,  (125) , 25 : 1 . ] 

821 . I have a fellah , he told ano ther boy an ' mys elf - we always knowed ' im 
being vepy high [a high man = aunjupeman ] - he could do anything he wanted to do . 
In fact , I knowed ' em t o  put ' im in j ail an ' handcuf f ' im ,  an ' put ' im in a cell , 

a c ouple of hours a f t er he ' d  be on the s treet . Nobody could 
POWER FROM never exp lain how he ' d  git out . They had to carry ' im back to 

CORP S E  SLOBBER j ail . J is ' an 01 ' peaceful 01 ' quiet f ellow , but would git 
drunk , you know , an ' not create a s cene , but j is '  be disorderly 

we ' ll s ay .  An ' they ' d  put ' im in j ail , an ' the next morning they ' d  turn ' im out 
an ' never would be no f ine . 

So he s aid to me and ano ther one o f  my b oy friends - we were always walkin ' 
down thi s t own here - that he could f ix us so that we could g i t  al l the money or 
any thing else that we wanted , but we ' d  have to go with him at nigh t t ime .  We ll , 
we decided to do it . S o  he told us to git shovels . S o  we got shovels . An ' I ' m  
no t knowin ' what h e  could d o  - o f  cours e ,  I ' m ske ered o f  thos e s or t  o f  things . 
An '  we went around to his place about eigh t o ' clock at nigh t  and he entertained 
us by p layin ' the gui tar and the b anj o , and s ing in ' and dancin ' , till along ab out 
eleven o ' clock we though t  somepin ought to take p lace then , becuz it wus time for 
us to go home and go to bed . 

S o  he say at twelve o ' c lock we wus goin ' out to the graveyard - to our colored 
graveyard , that there wus a body there had b een b uried j is t  a certain leng th of 
t ime .  Seems as though a b ody had to be buried that ' s  dead in a grave a cert ain 
leng th of time . And he said -

(Where was this cemetery ? ) 
This cemetery wus about a half a mile out o f  this pres ent town on this Deals 

Is land road . And he said after a b ody laid in the grave so many days - I think 
he s aid t en  days - that there would be a s lobber that would come f rom the mouth . 
And we had to git into this grave , that he would g i t  this s lobb e r . And he s aid 
twelve o ' clock . Well , I wus through with ' im  right then as soon as h e  s aid 
twe lve o ' clock .  But he never t old us whut we h ad t o  do until this parti cu lar 
night . 

And he would get this slobber . Our work would be to open th e g rave ,  and he ' d  
g o  in it and git this o f f  of this b ody ; we ' d  cover i t  up and come on b ack . Then 
he ' d  build these things the next day . But he had to have that . Now I ' ve heard 
speak of he had to have g raveyard dus t out of a cof fin , but he never t old us whut 
he could do wi th it or anything . But he did speciali ze in the s lobb er that would 
deve lop from a man ' s  mouth or anyone that ' s been dead ten day s . And that would 
b e  g otten and put together with various o ther things , and he would b e  equipp ed 
to do any thing that he wanted to do and get away with . [ P rinces s Anne , Md . ,  
( 1 2 5 ) , 24 : 7 . ] 

82 2 . I ' ll tell you whut happened to me . Now , I wus goin ' wi th a gurl an ' I 
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liked ' er e  It wus mah f irs ' wi fe . An ' there ' s  anothah fellow [by the �me of 
John ] liked ' er - he lived over in Bal timore aftah while an ' he died over there . 

POWER FROM 
DEAD PREACHER ' S  BONE 

He left home shortly aftahward [ the pres ent s tory ]  - he 
liked her . He [ John ] goes to - there is an ole sign tha ' 
choo kin go to a grave wahr [where ] there ' s  a preacher 
bur-ried an ' de ' s  a certain b one in that preacher , i f you 

kin get it - I don ' t  know whut it is , but I think it ' s  a rib bone ,  maybe a short 
rib ; but , a certain b one you kin get out o f  that preacher - an ' a certain amount 
of dirt j oo kin get . That clay , you kin git i t  somewahr by the head or the foot 
of  s omeone ' s  [ grave ] . But anyhow , you kin git a little b i t  of  that d irt an ' you 
work this trick . An ' you could have this woman so that she can ' t - she won ' t  
notice the other man , she won ' t  notice nuthin but choo . So  he [ John ] did this . 

Well , I had a friend goin ' with me , a great whiskey man , drinked all de time , 
s t agger in ' around . So he told me , he said - the girl got so she d idn ' t  not ice 
me , I couldn ' t  do anything with ' er at all , befo ' that she didn ' t like nobody 
but me - he says , "There ' s  somep in wrong" - she wus a cous in to him , too - he 
s ays , " there ' s  s omep in wrong about Henriet ta . " 

"Oh , "  I says , "I don ' t think so - j is '  a kin ' a  way she ' s  go t . "  
"No , no , hell l Joe , there ' s  s omepin wrong , an ' I ' m gon ' a find out . l I 
So  by an ' by [ several days later ] he come b ack to me an ' s ays , "Well , I found 

out whut I want . I I  

I says , "Whut? "  
He says , " I wus t o  John ' s  hous e the other day , "  h e  s ay ,  "an '  I s ee ' d  [ seen de ] 

clay on his pants - ole overalls he wus wearin ' las t week . " So he s ays , I II seen 
these ole pants . "  He says , "I  s een this clay . You know wahr that come from? "  

I says , I INo . " 
"My God l "  he says , " that come out d ' ole [ the old ] man Brodick ' s grave" - this 

is d ' ole p reacher , ole man Brodick . He s ays , "Th is come out of his grave . " He 
says , "That scoungrel [ s coundrel ] has got somepin out of Brodick ' s grave . "  

An '  the other fellah [who enters the s tory for the firs t time ] happened to 
come up at that time an ' he stopped , talkin ' with us . Both wus her cousins . He 
says , "Now , if I ain ' t too interes t in ' , "  he s ay , "I  guess I ain ' t interferin ' wit 
you fel lah ' s  bus ines s ? "  

"No , indeed , whut we talkin ' about . "  S o  we kep t right on talkin ' . 
He says t o me - he stood there with his haid down , an ' when he did speak - he 

says ,  "Well , well I spect [ expect ]  that may be so . "  He s ays , "I don ' t know . I 
don ' t think John would do you that way . Anyhow , he might . Anyhow , " he s ay ,  "if 
he did do that , "  he s ays , "I ' m gon ' a  tell you somepin to do , an ' you ' ll know how 
to s top it . "  

I s ays , "You wi ll? " 
He says , ' 'Yes . ' ' 
I says , "Well , I don ' t  know wurther I ' ll do it  or not , "  I say ,  "I ain ' t gon ' a  

harm ' im . 1 I  I says , "He ain ' t  got no more sense than do that t o  git de gurl , 
he ' ll have to take ' er e  I ' m not gon ' a  harm ' im . " 

"Oh l No , no , "  he says , " i ' tain ' t gon ' a  do ' im no harm [ i f ]  you do whut I 
t ell you . "  

So he told me whut to do - a very peculiar thing . Now , he told me to go wahr 
I could find wahr somebody had made a passag e  - some human b eing , you see , passed 
some dung . He says , "Now , you want i t  to  b e  maybe about a week or so  old , two or 
three days old anyhow . You don ' t want a new p i le , you want a ole un , "  he said , 
"an '  you mes s  yourself all up , git it all on your feet , so you kin smell youself . 
An '  if you ever ket ch him as ide of that gur l , "  he s ays , "don ' t  you h ' yess itate" -
he say ,  "you knowed de time he ' s  with ' er - he s ay ,  "you gi t j is '  full of it . "  
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He s ay ,  "Even if you g i t  i t  on s ome o f  your clo th es , i t  don ' make no dif ference , 1 I 
he s ay ,  "you kin g i t  i t  o f f  - j is '  s o  she kin sme ll it - an ' he could smell i t  -
an '  you could smell i t . You walk right up s i d e  o f  her an ' don ' ch oo stop unt i l  
you f o l l ow  h e r  an ' him b o th right to de d oah , "  he s ay , "an ' i f he ' s  done any thing 
l ike that " [ put a spell on you J , he s ays , "he ' ll nevah go thah no more . "  

(What would y ou do , carry thi s  stuff wi th you? ) 
No ,  that same night dat I knowe d she wus out an ' he wus t o  g o  h ome with her , 

why , f er me to g i t  ahaid of ' em s omewahr , you s ee , an ' mes s  mahs elf up ; an ' then , 
when they come by , f er me to be already to b re ak ou t . 

I did it . An '  man ! I wus smellin ' turrib le dat night . I didn ' t  even like 
mah ownse l f . That ' s  r ight . I though t it wus awful to b e  that way . 

But , I got aside of her an ' I aimed to make out to s t ay aside of her . And 
b e f or e  I g o t  - oh ,  yes , I d i dn ' t  g i t  much furth er from here to Mr . [ So -and-s o ' s J  
garage [whi ch we could s ee through the hotel window J b e f ore she b eg in t o talk 
wi th me . Now , I nevah could g i t  h er to answer me - if I was aside of her , sh e 
wouldn ' t  s ay no thin ' t o  me . 

(The other man was there , too ? )  
He was there , t oo . 
(Did you follow them to th e door? ) 
Right to the door . I nevah l ef t . S oon as I got as ide of her I nevah left no 

more . We wa lked ab ou t a mile - she lived about a mi l e , an ' I walked -
(Did they sme ll you? ) 
Oh ! They couldn ' t  he lp i t , choo know . Man ! I wus in a fur i os i ty !  I wus 

f ur ious ! I wus in a furious shape ! 
S o  I went on until I got from h er e  to tha t g arag e ,  she commenced to talkin ' 

with me , an ' she talked all the way along . Ever ' now an ' th en she ' d  answer me 
any th ing I ast her , all de way to her door . 

Now , he b eg in to g i t  dumb . He begin to g i t  s o  he wouldn ' t  talk , h e  wouldn ' t  
have much t o  s ay .  Bu t yet he walked along with us . He d idn ' t  have much to s ay .  
When she got to the door he j i s '  s aid goodby e 

( Do y ou th ink the dung a f f ec ted h im? ) 
I don ' t  know whut it done . I nevah did know whut had happened . All I know , 

I did that . 
(How long ag o would th at b e ? ) 
I ' m s ixty [ in 1 9 3 6 J an ' I don ' t  g ues s I wus much over eighteen years old . 
(Did i t  happ en around here ? ) 
Right over at Whi t ehaven , there over in Wi comi co County . I lived there , b orn 

over the re . [Princess Anne , Md . , ( 1 3 3 ) , 3 5 : 2 . ] 
[ The prec ed ing s t ory is true - not a funny s tory . Was i t  a practi cal j oke ? 

Were the g ir l ' s cous ins trying to help or hinder the romance? Did informant ' s  
r ival b e long to the consp iracy ? What ever the p urp ose , the consp irators devis ed 
it in t erms of ancient witchcra f t  - human excrement ( a ls o  urine ) is a p owerful 
protection ag ains t or cure for evil intent (see FACI 2ed . p . 9 0 5 , Nos . 164 88-l64 8 9  
and others ) . ]  

[ I have p r es erved the name o f  the man who told this s to ry ; he a ls o  the teller 
of ano ther remarkab le s tory : " 1 3 3  - Joe Do rman b egan with snake whi s t l ing -
head of peop le express ion - told s tory of old Ind i an - told s tory of dung - his 
f i rs t  wife , never told her" - Numbers Book 83-134 . Snake whi s t l ing s t ory perhap s  
los t . Head of people = g roup or crowd of p eop l e . For s t ory o f  Ind ian , Marcellus 
Gates , see marg in- t i tle Zippy TulZ . ] 

8 2 3 . I know a lady whose husb and would figh t  her qui t e  o f t en and he was noted 
for b i t ing her when he fought her . And she was t ol d , when he b it her s ev erely , 
t o  g o  t o  th e cemet ery and get s ome of the dirt f rom the g raveyard , and put on 
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this wh ere he b i t  her, and it would ca us e all of his t eeth to drop out .  
(Did she d o  it ?) 

2 87 

TEETH DROPPED OUT Well, she went out the re and put it on, b ut whether h i s  t eeth 
dro pped out or  not I don't know. [Snow Hill, Md., (85) , 2:6; 

from near Richmond , Va.] 
824 . They say they g et dirt f rom a sinne�an's g�ave, and they say they kin 

t ake dat and they kin put you out de world with dat e  They s ay d ey'll take that 
and make a heavy wish on it - and some people they s ay, mi x 

SINNE RMAN ' S GRAVE s ulphur with it - dey take and s prinkle i t  around , s prinkle 
aro und , you know, in de air, and you inhales it. And they 

say,  then you' ll go down on de bed, you' ll s tretch out o n  de b ed and be in, you 
know, what you call a linge�ng spell, unti l after a while you commence to - what 
dey call withe�ng away. [For sinnerman's g�ave, see No . 656, p . 22l;  for inhales 
it, No . 655.] [Pe tersb urg , Va., (7), 416:4.] 

82 5.  I rented a farm ab out sixty years ago [ 18 76] and this woman didn ' t  like 
it for me to b e  the re. I came in one night and I s aw a pile of  dirt jus t like a 
grave and f lo wers stuck all around it . The next morning when I came out I looked 

at it. Th e woman asked me what was that. I s aid t o  her, "I g ues s 
LIKE A GRAVE you know mo re ab out it than anybody else." Th en I took my foot 

and leveled that to the ground. I s aid, "No w  I suppose you expect 
to see me hopping like a horse with a b roken leg . II It didn ' t  have no ef fect on 
me. They did that to get me o f f  the farm. [ Fredericksburg,  Va., (4 5) ,  Ed . ]  

8 2 6 .  You take nine pins an' fold 'em a certain way an ' s tick 'em in a piece 
of papah - I knew a girl ,  the reason I [know th is ] . I know a girl gota hold a 
gi rl' s han' writin' one time. Dey wus arg uin'  abo ut a fellah . This wo man took 

this han ' writin , an ' these nine pins an ' pinned them all roun '  
LIKE A COFFIN tog ethah .  

(How did she pin that around?) 
She pinned them s omepin like a cof f in .  

(On this pi ece o f  paper?) 
Yeah . She pi nned dem pins all around like a cof fin . An' she told her child 

to throw this in d e  ri ver - in runnin ' watah . This g i rl didn ' t live o vah th ree 
or four months aft erward. Now, dat 's cruel. She couldn't b een jis'  gon ' a  die 
anyhow. But that's whut happened [1926 in Ri chmond] . ["383 - woman ab out 50 -
b ootl egger" - Nwnbe�s Book 340-442.] [ Ri chmond , Va. ,  (383) , 325:5. ] 

8 2 7. Aftah de sun have rose in de heaven - uh-huh , dat pink. Now, mind chew, 
dat pink in de day an' de g reen at night. 

(You al ways burn th e g reen candle after the s un h as gone down.) 
HOODOO BOOKS Aftah de sun is down. 

(What do you use green candles for?) 
Tuh make de  g�een-eye monste� lay wake de hours at night - tub make him come, 
yo' s ee .  Dat ' ll keep him upsetted, worried th inkin' about chew. He will come. 
Ah've tried date 

Ah had a book from Ma�e Laveau - dat wus known de  b es ' hoodoo had evah been 
i n  dis State . 

(She wrote a book?) 
Yeah , ah have her book. 
(Wha t is the name o f  it?) 
Ma�e Laveau - dat ' s d e  name on d e  b ook. 
(Jus t Marie Laveau?) 
Yeah . 
[Marie Laveau did not write a book] 
(What does it tell you in the book - what ab out?) 
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Well, it tell yo' 'bout hoodooism - how tuh make yore man come back; whut tuh 
make him do. 

(Where do you buy those books?) 
Well, a fellah died an' ah don' know where he bought this one but he brought 

it tuh me. He paid $3.50 fo' de book 'cause ah gave him de money an' he brought 
me de receipt back an' dat book cost $3.50 . 

[After informant departed I comment as follows:] 
(This woman that was just in here is supposed to be very good but I think she 

was rather lost without her book. A finch woman.) 
[The first Marie Laveau of New Orleans died June 24, 1881, at the approximate 

age of eighty-five. She may or may not have been buried in St. Louis Cemetery 
No. 1. There was a succeeding Marie Laveau, her daughter, and probably others 
unremembered. This has always been a common practice, to assume the name of a 
well-known predecessor - for example, see Dr. Buzzar d and Madam HeZen in Index.] 
[Algiers, La., (160 1), 30 23:1.] 

828. Yo' know ah wouldn't want nobody tuh heah me dat would do me evil, an' 
my thought would be ah don' know dat ah'm capable of whut chew ast, want in , of 
me. Dat wus de biggest thought wit me [before coming here]. Dat's mah biggest 
trouble, yo' see. Ah saw some books that give some thoughts on it an' that book 
say they had whut wus called move-away dirt, somethin' they would sprinkle down, 
an' it wus called hot-foot. 

(What were the names of them - do you remember the names of the books?) 
One of 'em wus a Van-Van, a magical book. [Memphis, Tenn., (1539), 2785:6.] 
829. You know you heard of the Seventh Book of Moses, the Sizth and Seventh 

Books of Moses. That book contains symbols. There' s the symbol of Jupiter, 
Jupiter being the god of lawsuits and financial plenty. You cut that symbol, 
it is the black symbol copied from where they made them in Bible times and just 
before you go to trial you bury that symbol and you recite the 72nd Psalm, using 
the name Zye[?] instead of God, which is supposed to forset all lawsuits. And 
those books cost $2. 0 0 ,  Sizth and Seventh Books of Moses. [Memphis, Tenn., 
(973), 1576 : 12.] 

830. ["Root doctors using books - the Seven Wonders of the WorZd - the Seven 
Books of Mosee - Dr. King said they were the same thing, 'They contain the same 
thing. '" Richmond, Va., (392), 342:2; my note made from cylinder. J 

831. Once ah had a very bad headache. Mah head hurt so bad until ah couldn't 
hardly see - had to put mah feet into warm water to bathe 'em and at de same time 

POWER OF TOUCH 
CURES 

bathe mah head down, too. So ah went to a hoodoo doctor and ask 
him what's de trouble, and he look at mah head and said a piece 
of hair had been cut out of mah head and buried around de house, 
and if a storm come early an' wash it away it would help me, but 

if it didn't ah would go crazy. 
(What happened - how did the story turn out?) 
Ah tell yo' how de story turned out. Ah was a missionary - ah was going to a 

missionary meeting, and whilst ah was waiting fo' de people to get ready - ah was 
at a preacher's house an' whilst setting there ah could feel that headache coming 
on. I said - I grabbed both hands, I say, "Ooh, mah haid hurts so bad ah believe 
ah'm going have one dem terrible headaches. So de preacher asked me, said, "Do 
yo' believe in prayer." I say, "Yes sir." So he came an' he put his hand on de 
top of mah haid and he said, "Now, yo' pray whilst ah prays." An' he prayed 
secretly, and ah could feel that misery jest easily goin' away - jest easily 
goin' away. And after it had gone, seemed like ah had been off in a dream, an' 
ah never did have that headache again. 

(Where did this experience happen - right here in Mobile?) 
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Yes s ir.  
(Jus t a few ye ars ago?) 
Yes . [Mo bile , Al a., (674), 890:7.] 
832. Somet imes all they have to do is to  t ouch you. I wanted to remember a 

boy and after he [a aunjure man] touched me I couldn' t remember him . I didn ' t 
know what he [boy] looked like. This [spell] las ted over a ye ar. I couldn' t see 

[remem ber ] t his boy. I was in a family way . His mother got 
POWER OF TOUCH this aunjure man to make me fo rget him . He came to my house , I 
CASTS SPELL was in this condit ion , and he put his hand on my s tomach and 

thinking of the boy when he d id it , and aft er he removed his 
hand I couldn't think abo ut him [boy].  I would s ee his pit chure b ut I couldn't 
think o f  anyth ing of him. When this [s pell] work off [aft er a year] it t urned 
back on this boy - he got so he was loving me . Aft er this s pell was broken this 
� [aunju�e man] came t o  me and told me he did it . He told me to p ut it back on 
the b oy ,  the b oy was in New York and would come back. He came b ack . I didn't 
marry this b oy. He als o gave my mo ther a lit t le b ag to wear on her stocking . My 
mother ' s  thinking o f  p ut t ing me in trouble [worrying ab out daugh ter 's condit ion] . 
Aft er he gave her this b ag she s eemed to  forge t  all about me being in troub le .  
She didn't think of it until the year was up. He told her to wear this bag. He 
put it there hims elf,  o n  her left s t ocking.  I t  had a string on it.  He tied it 
around [her] hims elf. It was a lit tle black b ag .  It contained something th at 
s me lled like spice, like c innamon. Whenever he come in contact with you he kinda 
hypno tized you .  I don't know where the hoodoo man came from. This happened i n  
Newport News [Virg inia]. His [b oy's ] g randmother d id mos t  of  it. She died about 
two years afterwards . The last t ime I s een her she had great big knots on her 
face like s ome animal. She died a ho rrible death. It mus t of went back on her , 
too. I thought it ' d  come out on the b aby but it  didn' t t ake any effect . Only 
he has funny little s pells .  Ev'ry night when he goes t o  b ed he'll holler in his 
s leep. He always did do that from a lit t le baby on up, even now. He's eleven 
years o ld . [ O ld Point Comfort ,  Va., (29), Ed. ] 

833. A fellow that lived about twelve miles out from here, he called himself 
a hoodoo doato�. People would go to him from all around. He said he could cure 
them. He used to put them under these spells wh ich would las t forty-eight hours . 

HYPNOTI SM 
He made them go t o  s leep .  Then he would send his b oy to the at t ic 
and throw down chickens and g uinea pigs.  Thes e would wake th em  about 
the time the spell was wearing off th em ,  believing it was his method 

of healing. Then he p roclaimed they were well. He ' s  been dead ab out two years 
[d.1934]. [Fredericks burg, Va.,  (46), Ed.] 

834. A fellah wus - he wus in jail an' he [the doato�] comes up from [some
where] an' he sent wo rd for his brothah t uh kill him a b uzzard an' bring him up 

DISAPPEARANCE 
OR 

INVISIBILITY 

there.  An' s o  his brothah killed dis buzzard an' fixed him in a 
b o x  lak his lunch, an' dey taken de buz zard, t aken de b o x  an' all 
on to jail, where he  wus in j ail. So dat nigh t  when de jailer 
goes in, he locks ' em all up in dose lit t le cells , an' goes on 
out, an' de next mawnin'  man come t uh clean de cell dere ' s  no one 

dere b ut de b uzzard. 
An' de jailer tole dem dat he locked all thre e up in de cell dat nigh t . 
(How did he get out?) 
Ah dunah [do not ]  know, s uh, how he got out . [This is pos s i bly a s tory about 

the amazing Doato� BU22a�d (see Index) of Beaufort , S. Car; ano ther remarkable 
disappearance , see No . 845; invis ib ility ,  see No. 849.] [ Fayet t eville, N. Car . ,  
(1429), 2579:10.] 

835. I have heard b y  having this �ot bag they can disappear and a shot wo n't 
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get them , strike th em ,  and th e one that is shooting th em wi ll miss their shot.  
[ Oc ean City ,  Md . ,  (18 ) , Ed . ] 

83 6. Yo ' take dat bone , yo ' see , an ' yo ' kin carry it . Put it in yore pocket 
an ' anywhere yo ' go  - j es '  lak if yo '  wanted to make a deal anywhe re or goin ' to 
a bank o r  anything , yo ' take dat dead man ' s b one or one j oint of his fingah , see, 
an ' j es '  ' fore yo ' git dere yo ' ll kinda s tick de end of  it in yore mouth . When 
yo ' p ut it in yore mouth why yo ' ll disappear ,  b e  nuthin den b ut j es '  a shadah -
s ee ,  yo ' be nuthin b ut a shadah . Well , now , den yo ' kin go ahead on den an ' do 
j es '  anything yo ' want .  Yo ' ki n walk right up to a person - dey ' ll nevah s ee yo ' 
until yo ' relieve dat b one out chure mouth . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (109 7) ,  1768 :5. ] 

83 7. Now , I ' ve heard old peop le down in my home [near Chattanooga , Tenness ee] 
s ay dat, b ut I don ' be lieve it . Dey s ay dat you could take a piece of a cof f in -
you unders tand , after de cof fin had b egin to decay , you know - take a p iece of 
dat coffin and wear it anywhere in your c lothes and you could walk right pas t a 
man huntin ' fe r you and he couldn ' t s ee you .  [S now Hil l , Md . ,  (9 3 ) , 10 : 3 . ]  

838 . This b oy ' s  name was Harold and his home was s up posed to b e  at Newport 
News , Vi rginia . He was s uppos ed to b e  a b oy that could walk the street beside 
a person and s uddenly disappear and b ecome vis ib le again on the other side of 
t he s treet.  I can ' t account fo r this , only , th ey say he was a s eventh-month 
child with a veil over hi s face . [Ocean City , Md . , (14 ) , Ed . ]  

839 . Ah heered ' em  sp eak of lodes tone . Say yo ' kin take a lodestone , git a 
piece of lodestone an ' if yo ' wanted tuh go i n  de b ank de re an' git two o r  three 
thous and dollars , yo ' take dat lodes tone an ' take it an '  hold i t in yore hand lak 
dat. An' say whi le yo '  walk in , yo '  walks in de shadow [you look like a s hadow] , 
an ' yo ' walks on it an' yo '  gits whut chew want; b ut yo ' s till got dat lodes tone 
in yore hand when yo ' goes in . Why de people , dat draws - dey s ays  dat draws dey 
ey es , dat lodes tone draws de eyes so yo ' can ' t see . Well , yo ' walk ovah dere an ' 
gits dis money with dis lodes tone in yore hand an ' yo ' come on out an'  git off to 
yores e1f ,  why yo ' takes dat lodes tone out of yore han ' . Yo ' don ' t have tuh do 
anything b ut walk on to de do ' an ' dat lodes tone is so s trong , dat it draws de 
money f rom through de b ars into yore hand. Dey don' t know - yo ' haven ' t been 
behin'  dem tuh [yo ' ]  seem nuthin b ut a shadow. Yo ' s tandin ' from de f ront heah 
talkin' to de man an ' yo ' s  drawin' de money from ' im j es '  de s ame .  Yo ' drawin ' 
his money an' when he go tuh look round to hand yo ' some change , well , he haven ' t  
anything - yo' drewed it all from his  han ' s . [Fayettevil le , N .  Car . , (1422 ) , 
2 564:5. ] 

840. Durin' dis same last war [World War I ]  - ah wus in dis las t war fo'teen 
months, an' me an' a fellah went tuh Camp Wheeler togethe r ,  .an ' he s aid to me, he 
s aid , "Ah th ink ah wanta go home tuh s ee mah family - ah want chew tuh walk down 
heah tuh de woods wit me . "  Yo ' s ee , ah didn' t  know whut he wus go in ' do . 

He walked tuh de fo ' ks of de road, cross i n '  of de road , an' he take th ree 
nickels an' b ury it right in de fo'k of de ro�d , an ' h e  leaved me an' went home 
an ' s tayed home thirty days out de camp befo ' dey pe rtake - he come up heah tuh 
S avannah an' stay heah thirty days an'  went b ack b ef o ' dey know dat he wus h ome .  

(They didn't know he was g one at all?) 
Di dn't know he wus gone at all. He wus in mah company , Company 15. 
(They didn't know he was gone at all . What did they do to him after he got 

b ack?) 
Dey didn't done nuthin to ' im yo ' s ee ,  b ecaus e  we didn't get de reg ' lar 

s oldier clothes yes - we wus wearin ' dis overalls yo ' kno w ,  we didn ' t draw no 
s ervice clothes yet .  [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1249 ) ,  2 12 0:3 . ] 

841.  (You mean a professional - he has n't any natupe at all?) 
Yeah , a p rofess ional - dey tell me he  h as no natupe. He h as p lenty women 
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round him an'  pro b ' b 1y - he kills they nerves , that is his woman. They tell me 

DOCTOR HAS 
NO NATURE 

that a pro fes s ional witaha�aft � �oot wo�ke�, he has no women.  
[This is my only examp le o f  the  belie f - b ut see No . 42 9, p . 135.] 
An' dey can't wo rk on white fo lks like dey can on colored fo lks . 
(Why is that?) 

I don't know - I g ive you a de finite answer,  I don' t know. [St . Petersburg, 
Fla . , (10 08 ) ,  1630 :4. ] 

842 . Mah own exp erience. Yo ' see , me an'  mah wife is n' t tugethah now , cause 
dere wus anothah man. Ah used tuh sell whis key an' quite natch'ly if yo' sell 
whis key yo'll have p lenty friends comin' in . He wus a rail road man an' he come 

DOCTOR IN LOVE 
dere an'  he te11ed her dat he could do mo ' fo '  her den ah could . 
Well, nat ch ' ly, he wus a friend o f  mine - after he were comin' 
dere , nat ch'ly ah had to take him as a friend caus e he spent 

his money dere an' d rink his whis key. He git drunk, ah ' d  take ca' o f  ' im from 
de officers till he git ready t uh go home . 

He is a man suppo sed to have been a �oot doator. He fixed up a medicine after 
he git in touch wit mah wife an'  dey went tuh lovi n' each othah, gain' on, an' 
den dey couldn ' t git 'lo ng s o  good, dey wanta git rid of  me . Understand . Dey 
fixed up dis medicine, so dis man [a root doato� I went to] tole me - de doato� 
tole me , dis othah �oot doato� tole me dat i t  wus ratt les nake , de dus t o f  a 
rat t les nake . 

I t  wus boiled into dis tea - de nat ural tea whut we drink ever' day, an'  b�om 
sage [b room sedge], dis gras s ;  broom sage b o iled with pokeroot , boiled in a ha1fa 
gallo n of watah do wn to a quart [magic of  diminishing amount]. After dat , he p ut 
it in a bottle t ill it b ecome to b e  three days old , den see he give it to my wife 
tuh g ive tuh me . Ah were drinkin' dat .  I f  ah come home s o  s ick o r  tired until 
ah hardly could walk , she would give me d is medicine befo' ah eat . 

Ah got tuh de p lace so dat when ah s et down 1ak long as ah wus [ have been] 
s ettin ' heah [with yo u] ,  ah wo uld have t uh git  up , cause mah whole b ody would 
a'been dead - jes ' lak yo' know s ometime yore han' go tuh s le ep , yo' know . Mah 
whole body would go tuh s leep . An'  ah got tuh de place dat ah could not s tand 
to talk to no woman ata1l - ah didn't have nutin to do wit her o r  no othah woman. 
Only one sister an'  mah o wn  father, dat ' s  all ah got ;  an'  ah hated dem ,  ah didn' t 
go by demo Ah wus dyin' . Ah got to de place ah couldn't wo rk - ah los t  a job -
mah job.  Ah us ed tuh run a pawn shop - ah los t a job in dere caus e ah couldn ' t 
make de [p awn t ickets ,  he probab ly was go ing to  s ay]. [He evident ly was moon
lighting - working in pawn shop by day and s elling bootleg whis key by night . ]  

Mah sis t e r  come an'  hunt me o ne dayan ' tole me, said ,  "Lance, yo ' oughta do 
s omep in - where yo '  sens e? Dere somep in wro ng wit yo ' - yo ' nevah been dis way . " 

Ah said,  "Well, dere ' s  nut in fo ' me tuh do - ah don' t want any thin'." 
She s aid , "Well , all right ,  ah ' m  gain' s ee 'b out chew mahs elf." Says, "Dey 

ain' t b ut two of us left ." 
She goes to dis man an' tell dis man. Dis man come an' tole me, says , "Now, 

yo '  go ba ck home" - ah didn't have t uh tell ' im any thin' , said , "an '  if yo' go 
back home an'  open yore t runk, loo k  right down in de back of  yore collar.  Yo re 
white sh irt ironed an'  pressed an' lay down dere, yo '  ain ' t wearin ' i t . Dis lady 
done fo ld i t  nice an' it layin' down - de co llar right s t iff. Look in de bot tom 
of dat an' yo'll find a little package co ntainin ' - about dat long - co ntainin' 
three brand- new wire na ils, fla thead wire nails, wit de hairpins , three of 'em, 
an' a litt le pinch of salt an' eggshell , j es '  tied up togethah in dis package, 
1ayin' undah a b lack comb of yore hair [= hair comb ] wh ut yo ' us e." Say, "Yo ' 
kin hunt fo ' it . "  

(Und er the comb?) 
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De comb - layin' undah de comb. De comb 'bout dat long, 
right up an' down de comb an' de comb wus on top an' it wus 
down in de back of mah shirt. An' ah went on back home an' 

He said, "B£!!, when yo' find dat, yo' bring it to me. II 

see. Dey wus layin' 
layin' right up an' 
ah found it. 

Ah car'ed it back to him an' he took de package an' opened it an' showed me 
whut wus in it - see. Den he says, "Ahm yoin' tuh keep dis. Now, whenevah she 
meet wit dis man agin, yo'll see ' em  - yo 11 be right dere an' see 'em." 

Ah says, "All right." 
He said, "But don't hurt either one of demo Dey'll hurt deyselfs. 
[This is a device to protect the doctor in case of a shooting or serious 

disturbance. He also kept the instrument of cunjuration, the package, for the 
same reason.] 

So he fixed de comb - he took de comb an' fixed de comb. Dis man [loving 
informant's wife] went on out on his work to de railroad. An '  he [root doctor] 
says, "In from three tuh nine days, he won't do her no good." So he went on out 
an' he got his laig cut off up to his thigh. Well, he lived around three weeks 
an' shortly aftah dat he died. But ah didn't tell him to do dat, but dat's whut 
he did with it. 

She's out dere in de world some place now - but me an' her's not togethah. 
Now, dat whut happened to me. 
(Well, who told you about the snake dust thing. Who told you about that?) 
De r'oot doctor. 
(What did he say?) 
How dis othah man had fixed it? Dis othah man fixed it - he cut de snake -

killed de rattlesnake an' cut de head off an' parched it till it come tuh be a 
dust like. Den he put it in dere, see, an' mix it wit dis broom sage. 

(But who had fixed this comb and stuff?) 
Mah wife an' him. [Savannah, Ga., (1279),2177:3.] 
843. Ah have a catalogue from a company dat gives a 'scripshun of all date 

Dey claim some kind of a powder called devil's powder , an' yo' sprinkle dat round 

DOCTOR 
AND 

ALCOHOL 

dere door early in de mornin' so dat dey'll walk ovah it an' they'll 
event'lly git so miser'ble in dat home till dey'll leave dere. But 
dat's jes' - ah read dat in de catalogue. 
De only thing ah know of dat - ah guess yo' heard of an incense, � 
powder called incense. Wal, ah re'lly believe it's not de powder in 

dat but it of co'se goes wit a prayer - dat's only thing lak data It's diff'rent 
kinds of it - some, it's sandal incense an' some rose. Each has a diff'rent 
name, yo' know, but after all it's incense. 

(Well, do you burn that at any special time or at any place?) 
Well, each individual has dey own hours. See, fo' instance, ah may believe 

that five a'clock in de mornin's an' twelve a'clock at noon. An' someone else 
may believe in it six a'clock in de evening. 

(Each person sort of has his luck at his own time.) 
[We had just started to talk about root workers . ] 
Some of 'em [root workers] stay drunk. 
(The root doctors?) 

Yes. Ah don't know - dey claim that helps them out. 
(That helps them in their work, you say - that's a strange sort of thing.) 

[Brunswick, Ga., (1231), 2088:1.] 
844. Way back there [before Civil War] it was mostly men [who were conjurers] 

but this day now there is two women to one man. You see, they left it to their 
wives because a man is not at home; so if somebody came [to be cured] she was 
always home. He's always around there. Down in Caroline [County Virginia] you 
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will find two women to one man. 

MORE MEN OR WOMEN 
[Although informant was born before Civil War, his opinion 
and reason for it I consider personal or local. No one can 
know. Caroline and King George were noted areas for isolated 

doctors.] [Fredericksburg, Va., (44), Ed.] 
845. (Goofer dust? What is that supposed to be?) 
Goofer dust is made up out of - lawd, lennne tell you somepin - goofer dust -

they say now - this old man what I was telling you about they got at the station 

NAMES FOR DOCTORS 
DADDY SNAKELEGS 

house [who] disappears. He says he gets a blacksnake before 
it mate - ketch him long about in March, jes' long about 
March. Hang him upsides down [tail up, head down1 and cut 
his throat and let his blood drip and have his blood drip 

into a jar. They take that blood and you kin mix it with whiskey if you wanta, 
and put that back in a dark corner. 

Take this snake and let him dry up and after he dry up, you grind that black
snake - the whole skin and all, and make a powder. Well, that's what the root 
doctors call goofer dust. 

(Oh, that's goofer dust - that powder from the snake?) 
From the snake. 
(Well, what do they do with that blood, then?) 
Well, that blood they got, if there anybody you got anything against them and 

dey come in or go anywhere, they just take about a tablespoonful of that and put 
it in whiskey - put it in a pint of whiskey. 

(And you say this is the remedy that this old aunjure doctor used. What did 
you say his name was - Alexander?) 

Ole man Alexander. 
(Did they have any special name for him?) 

Call him Daddy SnakeZegs. 
(Daddy Snake - Snakelegs.) 
SnakeZegs - cause he could run so fast and he could disappear. 
(I see - because he could disappear.) 

Yeah, then he had a friend and he disappeared - the law was looking for him 
and he would get on dat horseback - muleback and the law be close to him as here 
to the corner. He'd get up and just touch that horse and make him git up, say, 
"Git up, Ole Sal." They tell me that sech a dust would rise behin' him that 
they lose sight of him and couldn't never - has never found 'em. 

(Couldn't see him for life?) 
Couldn't see him. 
(From the dust.) 

Couldn't see from this dust. And they couldn't tell what sort of dust it was 
cause where he was riding, they say it was no dust at all. 

["428 - PZunkie [doctor] - Ex [excellent] - woman 68 - b. Richmond - knew 
Alexander conjurer" - Nwnbers Book 340-442.] [Richmond, Va., (428), 382:4.] 

846. ["High John the Conquer, the Root man, the Gall. of the Earth, that is 
what this high man or doctor called himself, wore large earrings and lived at 
Dames Quarter (Somerset County, Eastern Shore of Maryland). Deal Island, Md., 
(?), 27:111 - Introduction Notes. See in Index Doctors, names oL] 

847. ["A real root doctor - had a bottle - rubbed on hair, etc. - the bottle 
he had could do or cure anything - only item - several pages of talk torn up" -

JACK OF DIAMONDS 
Introduction Notes. "836 - man 60 [[I correct this later 
after I learned his real age]] - root doctor - 88 yrs old -
had a bottle - rubbed liquid on face, hair - by Mack" -

Numbers Book 823-884. This man was found and brought by my automobile man Mack:] 
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Now, you wants -
(Call you what?) 
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Jack of Di'monds - calls me the Jack of Di'monds. 
(Oh ,  they call you Jack of Diamonds.) 
This is Jack of Di'monds - that ' s  my name , Jack of Di'monds -
(What? Mecklin County, Virginia?) 
Born in Mecklinburg , Virginia - b orn in Virginia - county seat, Mecklinburg. 

[New Orleans , La., (836), 1257:7.] 
848. [ Among other doctors with special names are:  Dog Face or Dog Head (I 

des crib e  in Introduction my efforts to find him i n  his tin-can-covered shed on 
a pub lic dump) - Humpadee [ =  Humpty-Dumpty] of Richmond - Ready Money - TUrkey 
Gobb Zer - Zorro - Doctor Buzzard - and others . "Mama Mary on Bowling Green Road 
[ [ north out of Richmo nd ei ther helped or defended]] w oman ki lled man - cut from 
under left arm, underwear - 5 or 6 needles and s ome cotton and part of towel they 
had us ed in intercourse  - needles s tuck in this underclothes and towel - put i n  
bottle - and hair from privates - hole in cork - drips o ut - he died - Ri ch mond, 
Va., (389), 336:3. I nfo rmant des cribed as : "389 - b .  Rich mond - gum chewer"  -
gum ch�er perhaps reas on why I did no t trans cribe s tory - Numbers Book 340-442.] 

849. (What did they call it when you were a boy ?) 
Dey call it hoodoo. Yeah, dey called it de hoodoo man, de aunjure. 
(Did you ever hear any little s tories about them?) 
Ah had a firs t cousin - his name was B i ll Bidgood. Th is was in B lacksb urg, 

South Carolina, twelve miles from mah home. He was a farmer.  He had made three 

DOCTOR 
PERSONAL APPEARANCE 

or fo ' bales of cotton dat yeah an ' wheat but h e  owed de 
man dat he  was rent in , [ from] a whole lotsa money what took 
him all to pay fo' it.  Now, Wi ll tole me dis h imself.  He 
died in Cincinnati in 1906 ab out th irty-three years ag o. 

He died --he was older'n me . 
He s aid he heard of a man in Charleston, South Carolina,  from B lacksb urg , th at 

could h e ' p  him out of a strain to keep de white man from taking all his cotton , 
s o  he s aid he went on down dere . He s aid when he went on down dere , he knocked 
at de  man ' s  do' - said he lived 'way out - cans was b ent all ovah his house , de  
shingles was rotten - an' he s aid yo' wouldn't hard ly see de ole man only - � 
jes '  be looking round tuh go in de do' an' fus t thing yo' know he b e  lo oking -
s tood right at chew. He said , "He wo uld scare yo' tuh death,  Cous in John - de 
beard hung on his stomach - he looked lak he had nevah shaved - an'  his eyes was 
red as flame . An' h e  says, ' Yo' wanta see me ?' [Ah] s ays . 'Yes s i r . ' "  [ Co us in 
Bill] says he was scared tuh death - he walked into de hous e  an ' h e  s ai d  - dis is 
honestest trught, he s aid dis man WAS a cunjure - he knowed! 

He s ays tuh him, he says, "Yo ' come heah tuh see me on s ome b us i ness to s ave 
fr om pay in ' yo '  deb ts. " 

He s ay s, "I have." Says , "Ah owe ' bout three hundred dollars to mah man that 
ah have rente d  from." 

He says , "Well, ah ' 11 tell you what yo ' 11 do. Ah don't want chew to leave me 
no money heah . Be s ure, ah ain ' t  gon'a b eat chew out of it. But, when yo' g o  
home , yo' wrap it up in a rag an ' lay it ovah de do' facing of yo' hous e." D at 
was in Blacksburg he should lay dis money. 

"Then y o '  go up to de sto' next d ay an ' see y o' man. Yo' got a s hoat dere?" 
He said, "Ye s, ah got three b o' [b oar] hogs . "  
An '  he said he went up to d e  s tore to see d e  man h e  owed an ' s ays , "Ah come 

fo ' tuh settle dis mawnin'. " 
He s ays,  "Well, we ' ll settle it heah , but ," he s ays , "ah tell yo' , Wi ll, yo '  

g ot a boar there an' yo'  got a sow." Said , "Ah tell yo'  wh ut ch ew d o ,  yo' g imme 
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dat sow an'  dat b oar an' dem pigs , an'  dat two small guinea shoats an' w e ' ll call 
it o f f  even - call it off even - we ' ll s ettle fo ' new year - call de deb t off 
even. " So he gave him credit fo ' dat. 

So he went b ack to the hous e an '  de next day de money was s till dere .  An ' so 
de next morning when he  got up , he  went an' looked over dere an' i t was gone . He 
said , "Dat man mus ta knowed somep in how dat money got away out dat hous e . "  

Will Bidgood ,  my name is John Bidgood - we were b ro thers ' children - he tole 
me that.  [St . Petersb urg , Fla . , (1008), 1629 : 4 . ]  

850 . O lder peop le thought that those p eop le that were s uppos ed to have had 
thos e powers acted queerly in mos t  cas es and loo ked differently from other 
peop le . [Ocean City , Md . ,  (13) , Ed . ]  

851. I as t a lady how she knowed anyb ody eve r was hurt. She said she was 
hurt. I as t her how was she hurt. She s aid that one day a lady come to her 
hous e  an ' she was angry with her s ister. She say she as t fer s ome s nuff . She 

BLUE EYES 
FUNNY LOOKING 

told her that she didn ' t us e s nuff , she said , b ut her s is ter 
used s nuff , an' she told he r,  she said , " But I can ' t give you 
any b ecaus e  she ' s  no t here . "  An' she said this woman looked at 
her an '  tole her , she said , " I ' ll get s ome s nuff an'  I ' ll get 

choo . " An' she said the next day she began to swellin' . An' she s aid the lady 
over next doah came an ' as t her had sh e had any words wit anyone , an '  she said , 
" Well ,  I s aw this s ame woman" - she called her name - "hang in , aroun'  the s tep s . "  
She said , "She mus t of p ut somepin und er the s teps fo r you. " 

An' she said, " Well , I did cross the s tep . "  An' she s aid that they didn' t get 
it out .  They didn ' t  fo und whut it was , she said , b ut her mo ther went to a lady . 
She [the mo ther] said this woman had blue eyes an'  she was re ' l  funny lookin ' .  
She mus t  of been a root woman, she s aid she looked so funny. 

(A colored woman?) 
A co lored woman.  An'  she s aid dis woman tole her, she  said, " You go b ack 

home an'  get s ome lOU) John the Conquer an ' high John the Conquer." She said , 
" I t ' s a root." An' she s aid , "You b oil it , "  an ' said , " after you b oil i t ,  choo 
p ut sp irits of turpentine in there , "  an'  s aid , "j es ' rub her good with it. " An ' 
she said , joo could see that snake, she said . I t  would s tart i n  her laig an '  it 
would go cl ean up here , up he r  thigh an ' , she said , you could s ee the s nake . 

An ' she said her mother taken her the next day back to this woman . An'  she 
said this woman s et her in the chair an ' she s aid she looked ri ght s traight at 
her an ' tal ked a lot , an '  she said afte r  while the snake jumped righ t  out o f  her 
leg an ' she s aid this woman too k  this snake an ' put it in a bottle an ' s topped it 
up in there , an ' she s aid she ain ' t seen the s nake any mo re . An' she said she 
hartly has b een wo rried with th is leg , b ut the place was in her feet [through 
which the s nake came out] . [Wilming ton ,  N .  Car. , (319 ), 251: 8 . ]  

852 . Peop le said i f  a man ' s  ey es is red o r  somep in like that ,  then he could 
do dif f ' rent th ings to you.  I know there was a man in my home [Chattanooga , 
Tenness ee] he was a ole fellah , he had very red eyes - real dark [comp lexion] , 

RED EYES 
he had very red eyes . People was s keered of him around there . They 
said he co uld do anything he wanted to do to you.  Well , I know he  
commanded lots o f  respect of  all de colo red p eople . [ This b elief 

comes f rom the Bib le: and his eyes (were) as a flame of fire - Rev. l:14 , 2:18; 
19 :12 . ]  [Snow Hill, Md . , (9 3), 17: 1. ]  

8 53.  When you see thes e old peop le and their eyes is red , they ' re conj ures . 
[Frede ricksb urg , Va . ,  (44),  Ed . ]  

854 . They claim that people with deep red eyes a nd they can ' t  look at peop le 
s traight - they ' re born cunjures. [Fredericksb urg , Va . ,  (39 ) ,  Ed . ]  

855.  Well ,  Doctor Jackson told me to go out to the fo rk of the road - go out 



296 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

to any road that got a fork to it - running south and east, and go to the fork of 
this road and take the south road and kneel down and pray - say my prayers, three 

times, and look up at the sun and make the Sign of the Cross and 
BLACK BEARDS walk back - walk back to where the fork is divided at, you know, 
AND EARRINGS the same as a 1 - walk back to that fork and make a cross down 

there - make a cross down there and spit in it - right in the 
middle of this cross. And after I spit in the middle of that cross, I go ahead 
on back to my house. He say that'll uncr088 me - like somebody got me crossed. 
You understand what I mean? 

(I see. Find a road which has one going to the south and one to the east.) 
One to the south and one to the east, you see. That east road - you go to 

the east side and you say your prayers. After you say your prayers, why you -
(In which road do you kneel down and say your prayers?) 
On the east side. 
(East side - and then you say you walk back to that I?) 
Right to that 1. 
(And then you turn around and walk back to it?) 

Yes sir, and spit in there. 
(In that cross?) 
In that cross. 
(Do you make a cross or just spit there?) 

You spit right in that cross - right in that 1, you see. 
(Oh, you spit there. I see.) 
You spit right there. 
(Who is Doctor Jackson?) 

Well, he's supposed to be a hoodoo doctor. 
(Where does he live?) 
He was staying right there on Ramport Street, 

the next street, but he ain't there no more. He 
who was working together - they called him BiZl. 
and two earrings in ' em. 

(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (850), 1313:1.] 

right between this street and 
gone. Him an' 'nother fellah 

They wears long black beards 

856. Around Charlestown, South Carolina, the cunjure man blesses these big 
earrings and they're supposed to wear them all the time. It brings good luck 
to them. Sometimes they have pearls in them. [Fredericksburg, Va., (43), Ed.] 

857. Ah know a fellah, he was going with the same girl another fellah was 
goin' with and they was good pals. Well, dis girl she likeded dis fellah cause 
he had curly hair. See, de other fe11ah, she liked him a little bit but his hair 

TURBANED DOCTOR 
wasn't as good as the other fellah's; and she re'lly said that 
if his hair was as good as the other fellah's, she'd like him. 
So dis fellah he went to a ole Indian woman [colored woman 

wearing a turban?J heah at Palm Beach and she told him that if he would take 
salt, sprinkle it all over that man head while he asleep or somepin at night fer 
at least a week - said dat dat man hair would grad'lly fall out. And he tried 
it and de fellah's hair re'lly fell out. [For person wearing turban, see Doctor 
English.] [Jacksonville, Fla., (562), 700:7.J 

858. I was goin' to school. It was two girls. Well, I cared for both of 'em 
but it was one 1 re'lly liked bettah. De lady's livin' today, the one tha' hurt 

WEARS HIS PANTS 
BACKWARDS 

me. An' she wanted me to marry dis girl because it was her 
niece, but de other girl I liked her bettah. An' so we were 
schoolmates. De girl I care more for, well she'd [she was theJ 
one I kep' right up [with] in mah class. An' so afterward it 

come to pass, the lady, which dis girl was her niece, she sol' wine an' stuff. 
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Well, I liked wine. Well, mah mothah an' her seemed to be purtty good frien's. 
Why? Becuz she want me to marry her [niece] I reckon, becuz mothah had a little 
property an' stuff like dat an' I was de only child mah mothah had, you know. 
So I reckon she t'ought she'd tie me up, but still I loved de othah girl. 

An' so after school broke up, so de words got out - she says Carrie an' I was 
gon'a get married. As fer as I could learn, this lady said, "Well, if you don't 
marry her, why you're not gon'a marry anybody else." So I was at her house an' 
should of notice it but I didn't. I didn't notice it. We boys go down dere on 
Sunday, you know, in de country - you know Sunday's a big time in de country. I 
goes down there on Sunday an' we run in an' we'd have a little drinks. I nevah 
did pay fer mine. I didn't pay any 'tention but it seemed very funny. But aftah 
I got hurt, den I re'lize what had happen I nevah did have to pay fer my drinks. 
An' it went on fer a period about two mont's. But in de third mont' I commence 
to drinkin', I begin to go bad - I feel bad. 

An' so mah mothah called de doctor an' de doctah come an' she ast him what was 
de mattah with me - which was a country doctor, Dr. Williams, which is livin' 
today. He did the best he could. [I apologize for my comment at the beginning 
of No. 646, p. 2l8 - here is the second person to say a kind word about a doctor 
and his medicine.] An' so it seem like de more his medicine I took de worser I 
got. So he says to mah mothah one day, he says, "Ida," he says, "I don't know 
what's de mattah with de boy. lean' t do him no good an'," he says, "the best 
thing tha' I know fer to do, is to send him de hospital." 

Well, before tha' mothah sent me de hospital, came ole man name of Ole Man 
Stuckey - he's dead, he's a white fellah called a faith doctor. He came in an' 
so mothah ast 'im some instruction about mah case. So Mr. Stuckey [Mr. for a 
white man] looked at me an' he said, "Well, Ida," he say, "tha' boy hurt." He 
says, "He's hurt." An' she says, "How you mean?" He said, "Well, somebody have 
put a spell on him. " She says, "Mr. Stuckey, what will happen to him?" He said, 
"Well, you'll have to see some root doctor becuz a medical, doctor is no good. It 

So he referred to ole man Frank Bethe, Dunn, North Carolina, which is not quite 
a hunderd mile from here. I guess it'll run between ninety an' a hunderd. "I 
guess we kin git dat boy [well] if you kin git dat boy dere," he said, IIOle Man 
Frank will see him. II Dat' s de root doctor. 

[Here is one of the few documented cases - among numerous possible ones - of 
a person looking about for clients to send to a root doctor, a doctor almost one
hundred miles distant. The woman in No. 10, p. 7, also went to Dunn, 24 miles 
northeast of Fayetteville where she then lived. Does the person sending in 
patients receive a kickback? As I from personal exaerience have explained in 
the Introduction, it is not easy to find or meet a octor without a go between.] 

So mah stepfathah had a little ole Buick automobile. He takes dat ole car an' 
he goes on to Dunn. So, aftah we got in front of the door, stopped de car, � 
Man Frank walks out. He's a ole man who wears his· pants backwards - de front 
part of his pants is backward. Dat's a'showing, de sign dat he's a root doctor, 
indiff'rent [diff'rent] from anybody else. Not all of ' em  will do date 

So it was five of us in de crowd. He walks out, "That fellah there, he's hot 
[has a spell on him] ." That was before I had said anything to him. An' so Ole 

Man Frank he turnt around to mah stepfathah an' says, IIWell, why don't choo � 
you some tires?" Mah stepfathah says, III got purtty good tires." He says, ''Wha' 
choo had two punctures for?" Well, we did had two. We run ovah a nail - it was 
in a board, it was two punctures, but the punctures were all at de same time but 
two holes. So mah stepfathah he didn't git [didn't understand] - he said, "I 
haven't had but one puncture." He says, lIyou have." He says, "No, I haven't 
stopped but one time to fix tires, I didn't stop no more.1I He says, "You had two 
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holes in that tub e d idn' t you?" Mah stepfathah s ays , "Yes . "  
He says , "Well , you all kin march in an' line up." So we lined up. Now , !.!:. 

walked s traight on in pas t the firs t and s econd room and sto pped in the th ird 
[see the th�e ZittZe pooms in my int erview of  Informant 1532 o f  Memphis ] .  An' 
he had a long b ench an ' a nice line of chairs on the lef t-hand s ide . He says, 
"You wanta s it on that long bench?" We all sit on de bench . So we went o n  in 
an' we did jis '  as he said .  Well, he wasn ' t in there at present then. Well, !.!:. 
was in there awhile there came a light . It was a light lit up the room. It come 
jes'  about dark when we got there . I didn ' t  see [ a ]  light - I did n' t  see no lamp 
o r  nuthin. The room lit up an' aftah the room lit up ' an [ =  than = then] the 
light went right o ut .  

The o l e  man aftah awhile come i n .  H e  walked on down the crowd and looked ovah 
them [ for the culprit] - b efo re I go any further I'll tell you what was said .  
This ole ma n had a very nice lookin' daughter. You know exactly how mens will 
talk about 'em, ab out womenfolks . When we was comin ' up in the car, o ne of  th e 
b oys s aid, the s ame boy that was drivin ' the automob ile, a man, he said, "I would 
like to , for dat girl to be mine. I ' d like to be wit her . " So,  [we] was waiting 
for Ole Man Frank to a ppear when we first come in. O le Ma n Frank come in and he 
s ays, " The re ' s  one o f  you fellahs " - he say , "who was it spoke s lack about her?" 
Nobody didn't say anyth ing. He looked directly at us an'  said, "Li s ten," he s ay,  
"I  want you to treat mah house with respect . "  He say, "I d idn ' t think you comin '  
u p  here for any devilment o r  dis res pectab le manne r." He s ays , " I  thought youse 
comin' up here to b ring this pat ient . "  He s ay ,  "Wha' choo wanna come here an' " -
h e  s aid , "you said when you saw mah daugh ter aroun ' the edge o f  the f ield there 
that choo wanted to be with 'er." Well , God knows he said s o .  Well, I said [ to 
mys elf ] ,  "This ole man here knows s omepin." 

[My informant ' s  reac t ion , contained in the prec eding underlined words , i s  jus t 
what Frank want ed - the mysterious light and two punctures als o  preparing for it . 
This reminds me of  a man interviewed in Petersb urg , Virginia; forme r  owner o f  a 
tpaveZing medicine-show - hims elf, a t raveling-bag, and g reat experience. As a 
part o f  the tune-up for the saZes-pitch, he would call out to an o ld man in the 
audience; first having secretly learned his name and lo cal reputation . Point ing 
at th e ma n,  "You, out there , old Uncle Ben Smith I [ [ Dramat ic paus e . ]] Everybody 
for miles knows you - knows you ' re a honest man . But, you don ' t loo k  too heal thy 
to me. Don ' t b e  f right ened I I'm going to tell you what's the mat t er with you. 
Better , I'm going to give, pres ent you with a free b o t tle of my medicine, which 
will cure you b efore morning . Firs t ,  howeve r, I ' m go ing to as k you a ques tion. 
These peo ple know you will g ive me a truth ful answer . Listen care f ully. Every 
night, don't you have to get up and go outs ide to the bath room?" The old man 
shouted , "Amenl Amenl That's the truth I This man knows somepinf"] 

An' s o  I sat down there awhile. He'd s to pped you from sayin' anything. He 
said, "You go here and sit in that chair . " I s it on the chair .  I was sittin ' 
[ in] chair I recko n  'bout five minutes . He say, "Kin you read?" I says , "Yes . "  
He handed me a book.  He says, "Why don' choo read?" I start ed to readin ' .  I 
didn ' t  know thing - I was asleep . He put ever ' b ody in the room as leep. [ If a 
bu zzard can row Doctop Buzzard ' s  boat - see margin-title Doctop BuzzaPd - don' t 
b e  too s kept ic al. ] 

Well, I wo ke up b efore anybody - he woke me u p  first.  Ever'b ody s ittin' over 
there a sleep - snorin'. Then he as t me mah troub le .  [ He did nothing o f  the s ort 
as we will s ee. ] He s ays , "I knowed it was a b lack woman that ' s  put a s pell on 
yah , "  and he say, "it's two g irls you was goin'  with,  one of them' s daughter 
[niece] an' she jes '  put a s pell on you . " He says , "I know exactly what 's the 
matter with you." 
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[Doctor Frank is merely repea t ing the informat ion he had received in a let ter 
f rom the white-man faith-doctor, O le Man S t uckey.  The lat ter could have s ent the 
letter s ome t ime b efore he called on the p rospective patient - he s ays , "Ole Man 
Frank wi ll see h im .  "] 

He s ays , "I ' m  not goin' wake a one up in the house now until I f ix you. " He 
says , "You got  any money?" I say s ,  " Well , yes , I go t a lit t le b it . "  He says , "I 
don' t want a d ime but ," he said, "I 'm goin '  fix yeh. " [Frank is now preparing to 
adve rt is e  himself in the patient ' s  community . ]  I s ays, " Well , Frank [I do ub t  
that lL" I says ,  " I ' ll have t o  pay yo u ,  won ' t  I?" We all knowed h i s  name. You 
co uld s ee the big letters all aro und the wall - F-R-A-N-K B-E-T-H-E, Frank Bethe . 
He set  down. " Well," he s ay ,  "I ' m  goin ' fix i t  fo r  you. " He s ay ,  " I ' ll fix what 
I ' m  gon' a us e." He s aid, "You jis ' t ake mah money an' carry it on the b ack of 
yo ur house, on the eas t end, an' put it in a ¥.iece o f  paper - don ' t b ury it - � 
piece of news paper an' wrap i t  up , "  he s ays , '1 ' 11 g it it ." [ He means ] back o f  
mah hous e aftah I g e t  back home - do n ' t live i n  n o  Wilmington , I lived with mah 
mothah . I lived in Cas tel [North Carolina]. 

[What Doctor Bethe should have said, "My co-wo rker, white-man faith doctor, 
Ole Man S t uckey, wi ll p ick it up for me s ome night . " ] [A doctor p icking up h is 
fee at a d istance or through the air is not rare - Bee No . 13 , p . 12 and in Index, 
Doctor fee.] 

And s o  I reckon I'd have spells right aroun '  eight an' nine o'clock at night . 
It was gitt in' roun' eight o r  nine o ' clock then and I commence havin' a spell, 
commence g ittin'  dizzy an' funny an'  sort of  shakey, jis ' like I ever was . [ The 
spe ll happens at the same time it was cas t  - see margin- tit le 11:30-5:30 Trains .] 
[This dizzines s could explain his being put to s leep - a sudd en b lackout . ]  He 
come an' put his hand ovah mah fo rehead an ' ever'thing ' s  b right [ the b right light 
again] an'  I could look up an' talk to him t ill he s ay, " Well , I think ever' thing 
will b e  all right . "  

And he told me to go home an' put dat money dere. He as t me how far I lived 
f rom there [ Dunn].  I told  him where I lived . He says , "I f you l ive less than a 
hunde rd miles , I kin wo rk for you aftah I s end yo u home. He couldn' t work over 
a hunderd mile wid jo re cas t - it had to come in the p e rcentage o f  a hunderd-mile 
lis t  before that he could reach you case. But - he d idn't want to work on you in 
his house .  And so I le ft  him that night. He told me , he  s a id ,  "Now, you go on 
home and in the mornin' ," he s aid, "you won't have any more of thes e spells b ut , "  
he said ,  "you' ll b e  weak for ovah a week . "  

He fixed me a b o t tle b e f ore I left the re . And s o  h e  told me ab out th is bot tle 
he fixed - the bottle of  medicine . He told me , he s ays , "Now, I want you take 
this at nine o'clock in the morning [revers e magic - opposi t e  to nine o'c lock at 
night].  I wants you to take on Eas t e rn Standard Time [ jus t to b e  d ifferent or 
mys tify ing or to allow fo r extra hour "eigh t or nine"]. I s aid, "Well, lis ten, 
I don't know if my clock is Eas tern Standard Time or not . " He s ay, ''Wel l ,  I want 
choo t o  take the medicine by one o'clock . "  He say,  "You take it nine o'clock by \ 
your clock, take i t  one the ne xt , and three the ne xt [odd hours ] and then you ' ll 
g it all right . "  

And then he said, "I'l l wan ' choo to  come b ack to  see me aftah you put t his 
money i n  the pape r. So aftah I put the money in the pape r like he tole me and 
commence takin ' th e medici ne , I was goin '  strong, feelin '  good - I didn't have 
any more shaking s pells . S o  I return b ack and I s aw him and h e  told me, he say ,  
"Lewis " - h e  cal led my name , I nevah t old 'im mah name . He s ay ,  "Lewis ," he say, 
"you're c oming along all right now, aren't chah?" I told 'im, ''Yes sir. " Do you 
th ink you kin get your money?" I says , "Yes s i r ,  I got it. " 

[S everal p receding p ie ces of b ad recording, very short ones, confuse the f lo w 
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of events here. I am copying the text from my original pencil transcription made 
soon after the cylinder was recorded; an original I will now attach to this final 
manuscript ready for publication. The money hidden in the newspaper was not the 
complete fee; it was two things - (1) more atmo8phe�e, this for local advertising 
about a docto� who could pick up his fee at a distance, and (2) the kickback to 
Old Man Stuckey who picked it up. The real fee, no price set, to be paid later.] 

He say, "Well now, you owe me fifteen dollars. You got it?" I told him, "Yes 
sir, I got it." I thought he was goin' to charge me about hunderd dollars. I'd 
been borr'in' money from ever'body in de neighborhood - the man I was workin' fer 
I done borr'ed fifty dollars from him, and the ole lady [mother) had to mortgage 
de place. [This borrowing is like the expression I had eve�' docto� in town. So 
he said, "Well, all right, give me fifteen dollars." So I paid him. 

I say, "Well, Doc," I say, "look here." I say, "That medicine done me so much 
good," I said, "what did you put in it?" He says, "Now, if you want me to learn 
you what to put in this medicine," he said, "I'll have to tell you but," he said, 
"it'll cost you five more dollars to learn about it." I says, "I'd rather pay 
you five dollars," says I, "cause I like to have some more of this medicine - you 
see, this bottle's gone." 

He says, "Now, if you'll stay up here this afternoon" - he says, "I'm busy." 
He say, "I like the folks [patients] to be here this part of the day [all healing 
is done with the rising sun] but," says, "if you'll stay up here dis afternoon," 
he says, "I'll show you the ingredients that I put in the bottle." So I decided. 
I told 'im yes I'd stay. 

And so that afternoon, after he got done with his business, him and I went on 
out in the woods. And so he got a �oot that's called Eve and Adam. He showed 
that 'erb which I knowed today - which I could go git a piece now in less than 
thirty minutes. He showed me the g�oundhog, the sow and the boa�, that's a 'erb 
that grows - not de groundhog that we talk about, I mean dat fix up de weather -
female and male. And de nex' 'erb he showed me was de high John de Conke�; the 
nex', low John de Conke�. 

He told me to take those things an' boil 'em for four hours, add one gallon 
of water to it and boil it till it come down to one quart [magic of diminishing 
amount). Take it jes' 'fore sunrise and go out to de east corner of de bui1din', 
sit de bottle down jes' before sunrise, take nine steps backwards, go back an' 
pick de bottle up, an' ever'thing will be O.K. until the sundown. Jes' a few 
minutes before the sun leaves the edges of the trees, take it and carry it away -
walk nine steps backwards [pick up the bottle], walk direct west nine steps, turn 
back and your medicine is finish. 

(Did he say how this woman had tricked you?) 
Yes, sir. He told me she tricked me in drinkin'. 
(He didn't tell you what she had put in it?) 
Yes, he did, but I've nevah been able to do nuthin to her. But I'll nevah 

forgit de name he called it. He told me this woman had [gone] down side de back 
and got a weed that was called mint callow[?). That's what he told me. And he 
said she'd boiled the weed, that mint callow, into a quart of water down to a 
pint [magic of diminishing amount] and he said she poured it into one quart of 
wine. And he said ever'time that I'd go there she'd give me to drink out of dat, 
and de rest de fellahs out of what she was sellin'. 

[I have a feeling that Docto� Frank was pleased to be rid of this patient. 
Once a woman on leaving me threw a fit out in the hall; again, two docto�s out
side got into a fight - see Introduction. You don't want too much of this sort 
of thing. The preceding medicine-show man - my failure to take down the account 
of his work was one of my great failures - see Introduction.] [Wilmington, N. 
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Car . , ( 2 9 2 ) , 209 : 6 . ] 
859 . [ Some doatops live inl delapidated hous es . I have des crib ed my f inding 

on a pub li c  dump the t in- can-c overed hut of Doatop Dog Faae - see Introduction . 
But de �apidated house , iso �ation , queep looks , while o ccas ionally t rue - thes e  
are p a r t  o f  the hoodoo mythology : ]  

Well , d e  s tory ab out de b �aak oat bone - well , people s ay dat ' s  de bone yo ' 
nevah gi t .  Yo ' of ten hear folks s ay dey g o t  a b �aak oat bone [ see pp . 74-9 7 and 

Ind ex ] . Well , now , a ole lady - ah wus reared in her yard , 
DELAPIDATED HOUSE she lived nex ' do ' tuh me . I f  yo ' had de t ime tuh go tuh see 

thes e things yo '  could appreciate it mo ' .  Any t ime yo ' kin 
find a person that kin wopk poots , d ey say de root-wopkin ' .  Dey always lives in 
a ole delapidat ed hous e with b easts an ' cats an ' ev ' rything imag inab le but tuh 
modern c iviliz at ion . An '  de ole lady she r e ' lly would - ev ' ry t ime Friday came 
on de 13th , she ki lled de cats . She killed three cats . She nevah killed a cat 
till Friday come on de 13th . An '  she ki lled those cats , skin ' em  an '  dry ' em ,  
an ' she gi ' me a b one an ' tole me dat ah have luck o f f  it , say , " S long [ s o long ] 
as yo ' keep dis bone , yo ' l l have luck . " An ' s ays , "Yo '  won ' t have luck when yo ' 
lose [ it ]  an ' ah ' n  fall out wit chew . " 
� ,  she fell out wit me b ecaus e ah so l '  her s ome hay . Mah daddy runned de hay 
farm an ' ah sol ' her some hay one week an ' she wos tuh pay me Sat iday an ' didn ' t  
pay me an ' that Friday she wanted s ome mo ' hay . She lived de third do ' from me 
[ the preceding she �i ved nex ' do ' tuh me is one of thos e  elas t i c  expres s ions like 
I had every doatop in town ] an ' tole me tuh throw o f f  s ix bales , an ' s ay ' s  she ' ll 
pay me tuhmo rro ' . Ah said , "Y o ' haven ' t  paid fo ' dis hay an ' ah ' m not goin ' le t 
chew have no mo ' • " An ' ah put i t  on de wagon an ' ah wouldn ' t Ie t her have any 
mo ' .  An '  she tole me f rom dat day to dis yo ' goin ' have b ad luck . 

Wel l ,  she g ive me a b laak oat bone . She g ive me de b �ak oat bone an ' she 
wrapped i t  up an '  sh e say , "Any time a pers on goin ' do s omep in fo ' yo ' an ' can ' t 
let yo ' s ee whut dey do , dey ain ' t  no good . " She put s alt , peppah an ' vineg ar on 
it an ' wrapped i t  up , an ' went in de corner an ' spit in de corner three times an ' 
took i t  an ' put it in de bot tom of her shoe , an ' d id her han ' lak da t fo r or five 
times an ' rubb ed hers elf , an ' took it back out o f  her shoe an ' rubb ed it an ' g ive 
it to me . 

[ My que s tion is los t by turning machine o f f  acciden tally or too qui ckly . ]  
No suh , rubb ed her fing ahs lak dat an ' did lak that , an ' lift up her arm 

[ of. No . 264 , p . 7 7 ]  an ' did lak dat , an ' den give it b ack to me . 
(Well , sh e got this b one righ t  out o f  the cat? Some b one o f  the cat when she 

killed th es e cat s ? ) 
See , she had a lot o f  ' em [bones ] an ' s ee she dries ' em  an ' keep ' em up dere 

an ' when people come she s e l ls 'em. [ Fayettevi l le , N. Car . , ( 14 2 7 ) , 2 5 7 4 : 5 . 1 
86 0 .  We t s  have p eople thai ' s  gi f ted to thes e  things . 
(Now , g ive me - t ell me about yourself . How did you learn these things ? )  
I ' m gi fted myself . I ' m b o rn  the 7 th day of May and y ou kin look in the b ir th 

book . I s ha � l  be a tree a�one - that > is ,  to mean by the tree - I ' m by mys e l f . 
And I sees and reads - foreseen - fo reseen for me that you mus t 

I ' M BY MYSELF do things that wha t nobody never s een .  You tell ' em  s omething 
what happ ened maybe nine o r  ten years before . 

(Did anyone ever initiate you into your work? ) 
T o  my work? Well , I d idn ' t learn the work - I make my living on that . 
(Well , did anyone ever initiate you - t each y ou how t o  do this ? ) 
T each me ? No s ir , don ' t  teach me ' caus e I ' m gifted . And I ' m gifted - � 

mean that the knowledge is already in you . All you go t ' a  do is to act . 
(I s e e .  Now , in your p lace of bus ines s ,  do you us e a altar in your work? ) 
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No , I didn ' t .  I never did have that . I don ' t need no altar b e c ause my a ltar 
which is mys elf is in my b r ain - you s e e , b e caus e I was g i f t ed for that . 

(Were you b orn in Louis iana , though ? )  
Born in Louis iana and I ' m living over in McDonoghville , over the river . [New 

O rleans , La . , ( 8 6 1) , 13 7 4 : 2 . ] 
8 6 1 . [ The doub l e  team i s  somewhat usual : woman and boy friend, man and girl 

friend , husb and and wife , father and daugh t er , and o thers . Frequen t ly one memb er 
o f  the duo came to inve s t ig ate me b e fore the doctor part o f  th e t eam appeared -
in New Or leans , P eg-Leg ' s  doctor-wif e refus ing to s ee me unt il my s ec ond vis i t  
two years later : ]  

I ' ve b een vitchcraft . 
larger an ' larger . An' I 

WE ARE TWO 
FATHER AND DAUGHTER TEAM 

An ' i t  b ecame a sore on mah leg - a p imp le . S o  i t  g e t  
us ed a lot ta medison an ' none o f  i t  didn ' t d o  m e  n o  

good . An ' so I had mah f o rtune tole , an ' dey lady 
tole me I wus hurt, an ' she tole me to g e t  her father 
an ' he would t e l l  me whut i t  wus an ' where to f in ' i t . 
An ' s o  he tole me it wus a t  mah back windah an ' down 

at de one o f  de s ide o f  mah baid . So I had him to come an ' get i t  up . An ' i t  
wus nine needles , s t ickin ' pins , i n  a b o t t le . 

(What s ort o f s t icking p ins ? )  
S t raight pins - an ' mat ches an ' s ome kin ' a  liquid medison . 
( This b o t t le was bur ied at the back window . )  
An' dey [ at the baid ] wus somep in in a l i t t le rag tied up j is '  de way dey had 

my leg bandaged . An ' he took th em .  S o  he burn ' em up . An ' dey dis pop loud lak 
a pis t o l  b all shoo t . [While b urning th e cunjure article , it is fairly common to 
hear a loud pop or s ee a bright light or different colors - trick preparat ions . ]  
So he t o le me he wus gon ' a fix me s omep in t o  take an ' he g o t  s ome - he t o le me to 
get s ome sulphur an ' t o le me to t ake nine doses , two doses a day . So I t ook de 
nine dos es an ' s t op . Then he tole me he wus gon ' a g ive me s ome liquid medison , 
an ' to t ake two dos es o f  dat a day t i ll I t ake a quar t . S o  I took the liquid 
med i s on . [ This is the liquid and dry medicine cure . ] I t looked like s ome kin ' a  
b lack d raugh t , syrup . So I took that an ' dey ' s s omep in come out on my s ide j es '  
b roke out , an ' dey ' s a lo tta pus s  come out . An ' he t o le me i f  i t  cro s t  mah body , 
i t  would kill me . 

[ The doctor evident ly d iagno s ed shing les o r  herp es . "When the two ends o f  a 
chain of shing les meet , the patient will die" - FACI, 2 ed . , p .  240 ; 16 cures . ]  

S o  den I commence g e t t in '  b e t t er . He f ixed a p las t er an ' put on that s ore , 
h i t  was all aroun ' mah leg , an ' it broke out up dere [ she points .] .  

(On the le f t  s ide of your h ead . )  
Yes s ir .  An' my han ' s swoll up an ' dey b roke out . My toes wus swo l lep an ' 

dey br oke out , t oo . So I couldn ' t  do nuthin . An ' he fixed [ a  s econd ] p las t er 
an ' mah leg commence to gettin '  b e tt er an ' I commence comin ' b ack to mah right 
min ' den .  An' he ' tended me r i ght on . ' He come to see ab out i t . He t ook that 
plas t er o f f  an ' i t  was j es t  about healed up . I t wus s ome kin ' a  b rown s a lve . 

( On th is p las t er ? ) 
Yes s ir .  I don ' t  know de liniment wus i t . He put a mudd ish looking p las ter 

on it - i t  looked like sut ( soo t )  an ' lard . So he t o le me when I t aked it o f f  
to carry i t  to sunrise an ' b ury i t , th e s econd [ p las t e r ] .  

(What did he do wi th the firs t plas t er ? )  
Burnt i t  up early in the morning . He t ole me t o  wait two day [mag ic delay ] 

an ' to t ake h i t  up an ' then mah leg ' s  well . An ' h i t  wus done h ealed up an ' well 
in nine days [mag ic t ime ] . [ Wilmingt on , N .  Car . , ( 222) , 2 10 : 6 ;  July 1 9 36 . ] 

862 . [ How does a doctor s tart int o  b us ines s ?  Find work? The answers are 
s c a t t ered throughout th is b ook.  Here , I am pr imari ly concerned wi th int imidat i on 
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o f  prospect ive p a t i ent and created s i tuat ion caused by fear o f  hoodoo : ]  
A cunjure come to my hous e in Fredericksburg and she told me sh e was a fortune 

t el le r .  She s aid she came from Ri chmond t o  the f air , she though t she would do 

INTIMIDATION 
CREATED S ITUATION 

good busines s . We us ed to have it every y ear . So she came 
in , I asked her in , and she s at b ack for s ome litt l e  time .  
Then she asked for a cup o f  coffee and I g ave her a cup of 
cof fee . And then she went away . She came back on th e next 

d ay and she wanted to t ell my fortune . I told her I didn ' t have much p atience 
with for tune- t ellers . S o  she wen t away again . And the next aft ernoon she came 
b ack ag ain and my husb and was there tha t t ime . And she as ked me to g ave her s ome 
money and I t o ld her I didn ' t have any money . And she t old me if I didn ' t gave 
her s ome money I wou ldn ' t  have good luck [ this is a bad mouth ] .  I go t mad . I 
run her out o f my hous e and she went up th e s treet . We didn ' t h ave a cement walk 
then , it was a dir t walk , and she took a s tick and made a round ring [ se e  mar gin
tit le Marks ] .  And a f t er she made th e round ring she s t epped over towards it and 
s tart ed to drop some thing out o f  her fingers in this ring she had mad e . And I 
was s o  clos e b ehind h er with a b rooms t i ck that she didn ' t get a chance to f inish . 
She told me that she would get me [ ano ther bad mouth ] .  I didn ' t  g ive her t ime 
to finish h er lit tle stuf f . Then I wen t  on in the hous e .  And my husb and s aid , 
"Don ' t b other wi th them kind of p eop le . They migh t do someth ing to you . "  I said 
I wasn ' t  af raid of th em .  The las t thing I s aw o f  her was her co at t ai l  go ing 
around the corner . I a in ' t  s een that woman from that day to th is . [Near 
Frederi cksb urg , Va . , ( 7 2 ) , by hand and li gh t  from keros ene lamp . ] 

86 3 . Well , mah husb and wants onc e tuh run a j ewe lry shop an ' it was a woman 
loved him an ' he wouldn ' t love he r ,  s o  she g o t  ab out twenty needles and twenty 
p ins an ' po ' s ome kind of s tu f f  on ' em an ' put it in a red piece o f  f lannel , an ' 
that morning when he went to de j ewelry shop it was tacked on de do ' right under 
the knob . An '  he s tart ed t o  touch it an ' the man said , "Don ' t  tou ch i t . "  

S o  he said ,  "What ah ' m  goin ' do - how ' m  ah goin ' tuh g i t  in? " 
Said , "Wai t a minute . "  
S o  he thr ew g as o line on i t  an ' h e  threw a mat ch on i t . Mah husb and didn ' t 

know whut i t  meant , "  so it worried him a ll day , so he g o t  on de train an ' he went 
t o  Tampa . So a lady [ aunjure ] t o le him that a lady put i t  on dere . 

S o  he said , "Wel l ,  whut does she mean tuh do ? "  
Say , " She meant fo ' yo ' tuh tear up yore b us iness - tha t ' s  whu t chew gon ' a  

d o . "  She s ay ,  "In les s t ime than two months i f  y o ' don ' t p ay twenty- five dollars 
[ to the cUYl.jure for pro tect ion ] , yo ' goin ' out bus ines s . "  

. 

So pret ty s oon mah husb and j es t  went to giving his s tuff away an ' selling i t  
an ' he j es t  s aid h e  want ed tuh git o u t  - s a i d  his b us ines s was t orn up wit thos e 
need les and p ins an ' red f lanne l dat was s t i cking on de do ' .  [ S t .  P etersb urg , 
Fla . , ( 10 06 ) , 162 4 : 6 . ] 

8 6 4 . A fortUYI.e-te Z Zer woman told me y ear b e fo re las t that s omeone got a lock 
of my hair , that I comb ed out , and b uried it wi th the dead to keep me down and 
out , ai ling and a lways feeling b ad .  Sh e told me if I was to g ive h er a couple 
of frying chickens , s he would s t op i t . [ Sh e  als o s aid ] , in washing my face in a 
few morning s I would f ind thi s hair in the wa ter I washed in . I didn ' t do it 
b ecaus e I didn ' t b e lieve in i t . And she t o ld me , i f  you don ' t  give i t  [ them ] to 
me th at they will die . And s ure enough , they were dead in th ree day s . I ' m s o rry 
I didn ' t  g ive them to her b ut I didn ' t want to g e t  such foggyism in my head . She 
s aid the reas on I would have bad lu ck was b ecause her mother was s i ck and she was 
b eg g ing f or her . [ S t . James , Negro community near Po comoke C i ty , Md . ,  ( 104) , by 
hand . Informant thought woman was a gyps y and that she later ret urned to pois on 
the ch i ckens . ]  
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865 . Once I was hurted in mah hand and [ i t ]  las ted ab ove nine month , an ' 
whi l s t  I was like tha t - j es '  b e fore I got in that condi tion a fortune-t eller 
came b y  home one t ime an ' wanted to tell mah for tune , an ' I wouldn ' t le t ' im  
b ecaus e I didn ' t have any money . An ' he tole me s ome troub le was comin ' fah me , 
you know , an ' s aid i f  I would let ' im t el l  i t , he may could avoid i t . An '  s o  
af t er [ that ] he went of f .  In ab out two or more weeks a f t er that , a one S at iday -
y ou know ,  I had a husb and , you s ee ,  that ' s  runnin ' ab out s o  b ad .  An ' one S a t iday 
he didn ' t come home unt i l  aroun ' - he left home ab out five-thirty that mornin ' to 
wor k .  An' I looked for ' im  ab out twe lve o ' clo ck an ' he d idn ' t come , an '  f ive 
o ' clock he didn ' t  come . An ' ab out s even o ' clock I went by a lady house that h e ' s  
alway s , you know - I us ed to go by an ' he was there . S o  I went past an ' she was 
s et t in '  on the porch , an ' I as t her i f  Bert wasn ' t  th ere . An ' so she got fi rin ' 
mad with me , j oo know , b ecaus e I as t h er . So ab out Mond ay ni ght - she s aid , "No , 
he ' s  not here l What the hell you as t me i f  he ' s  here ! "  S o  I didn ' t  pay any 
at tent ion to her an ' I went on back home . 

An ' s o  that night [ the same Saturday night ] sh e s e t on her porch unti l ab out 
twelve o ' clock to s how that he wasn ' t  there that Satiday . An ' s o  she waited till 
he c ame by [ that S aturday night ] ,  you s ee ,  an ' she s topped ' im an ' wanted to know 
how come I could come there an ' ast ' er fer ' im .  An ' so when he come home h e  a s t  
me no t t o  g o  by an ' as t her again after th is . An ' so I t o l e  ' im  didn ' t  he know 
the chi ldren were hungry an ' I was hung ry an ' didn ' t have anything to cook or 
nuthin to get me s ome wi th , an ' nuthin to pay r ent with o r  nuthin . 

An '  this woman - that he p as s ed on by when comin ' home - she waited t i l l  tha t  
Monday nigh t . Ab out ten o ' c l o ck ,  af ter I h ad gone to b ed , sh e  come by my house 
an ' as t me - she came to my hous e  and kno cked b r ing in ' two mo re peop les , an '  when 
they knocked I was g one to bed . An ' so I didn ' t dres s o r nuthin . [ She s ays ] ,  "I 
come up t o  s e e  you . " I s ay s , "All right . "  I went to the door an ' as t ' em  in . 
An '  they come in an ' s et down . An '  she wants to know how come I ' d come to her 
h ous e an ' as t for him . An' we commence talkin ' . An '  I tole ' er ,  I s aid , " I f you 
had chi ldren and you husband was out an ' you had no way to g e t  yore livin ' from 
' im  but to wai t unt il he come , you ' d  go an ' hunt him yorese lf . "  An '  s o  she s aid , 
"Oh , i f  that ' s  cas e ,  we ll you kin come ag ain . "  

That happened Monday night when she was in mah hous e an ' that [ th e  fol lowing ] 
Sat iday mornin ' I got an ' wash his s i lk shirts an ' pres sed them an ' , you s e e , did 
my o ther work . An ' I didn ' t f ee l  no hur t in ' or nuth in like that . An' around two 
o ' clock mah - two o ' clock mah arm commence to hur t in ' , commence to hurt in ' - it 
was a t i re d  feelin ' . I t  kep t a hurtin ' an ' it j is '  like the mo re I ' d  draw it-Up 
an ' s tretch it out , the wor s er i t  would hur t . An ' when nigh t  c ome it commence to 
g i t tin ' wors er an ' worser an ' wors er . 

An '  that Sunday it looked like it was gittin ' wo rs er an ' worse� . S o  I went 
down about ' leven b locks from the hous e to church an ' I tote th e b aby , an ' b e for e 
I got b ack home I couldn ' t  even tote that baby ba ck home an ' I s t ay ed down there 
ab out two hours , an ' before I go t b ack home I couldn ' t  tote the b ab y .  

An ' s o  then , that Monday over in the nex ' week , then mah arm j i s '  commence to 
gi t t in '  worser . An '  mah han ' s  was swoll up that Monday ab out da t high - j is t as 
high . An '  so then I �idn ' t have any us e of i t  - couldn ' t even l i f t  i t , couldn ' t 
move it no ' e re [ nowhere ] unles s dis han ' under i t . An '  s o  I tried eve r ' thing . 
I t  looked like the doator mediaine , ever ' thing I took would make me wors er .  

An ' s o  then this fortune-teller fe llah he come by . An ' then he t o le me - an ' 
he tole me [be fore ] that i t  was s ome troub l e  comin ' for me . An '  I wouldn ' t let 
' im tell i t  [ at thei r f ir s t  meet ing ] .  An '  s o  he tole me that it s ure was put in 
the wash for Bert for me , b ecause they knowed that I had to wash with mah hands . 

[ The woman dressed B er t ' s  s o i led s ilk shirts . He took them home to be washed 
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by his wif e . ]  
An '  lis t en !  That han ' las t me nine months b e fore I was ab le t o  put all mah 

clothes on an ' take them off o f  me . I didn ' t  have no use of that han ' or nuth in . 
I couldn ' t  even steady it up for over a year , but after nine months I felt , you 
know , I could take care of mah arm - but , I couldn ' t open nor shut my hand . 

An '  so  the r emedy what mah mother us ed , why - she ' d ,  while mah arm was like 
that - she j is '  kept on b athin ' an ' rubbin ' an ' bathin ' an ' rubbin ' , b ut looked 
like none of that wouldn ' t  do any good . An '  somebody tole ' er to get a quarter , 
a silver quarter , an ' trim de edge off  o f  it an ' put it with s ome rock sulphah 
an ' beat it up an ' let me lick it . An '  af ter I us e  that , then I commence to 
fee lin ' mahself where I could , you see , get mah arm - the us e of mah arms back . 
So  they took the quarter [ that was left after the milled edge had b een s craped 
off ] an ' put it in two quarts of water an ' boil it down to a pint [mag ic of 
diminishing amount ] an ' make me a tea with that water . An ' that seems like it 
help me more than anything I took . 

An '  th en she took a white [ Iris h ]  potato an ' shave that white potato - j is '  
sp lit it as lit tle [ thin ] as you kin git it , an ' put that on mah han ' . An ' after 
I us e that - they put there that night , the nex ' mornin ' I was ab le to li ft mah 
han ' of f the p illah , wherein I couldn ' t  pi ck it up b efore . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
( 29 3 ) , 214 : 3 ;  in 19 26 . ] 

866 . I can tell you one thing they can do to  hurt you . This i s  very true . 
I know a lady . She minis trated. A woman taken her clothes and carried i t  away 
and buried it in the cemetery . This woman b egan to get th in . She minis trated 

DOCTOR 
CREATES BUS INES S 

every day for ab out five years . An old woman came by one day 
traveling and told this woman - the cemetery wasn ' t  far from 
the house - she told h er exac tly where this thing was buried . 
She carried her out to this spot underneath a b ig oak tree . 

I t was buried in brown paper . I t  looked like brown s alve . And it had needles 
and pins - these great long horsep ins - and a p iece o f  rus ty wire , and i t  had 
ab out s ix or seven s t rands o f gr ey hair . And this was put into a lit t le t in box 
[ symb olic coffin ] . The box was covered wi th a piece of someone ' s  shir t or dres s . 
I t  was buried under this tree . This old aunjure woman taken it up , she burned 
someth ing and held it over it . She taken this woman down to the branch . She 
rep eated s omething for h er ab out three times . She let her drop s omething out of 
this tin box , each time she rep eated thes e words , into the s tream .  Sh e taken one 
of the old rocks which was near and held it on top of the can and b ore nine holes 
in it , and put the rock in the can and dropped it in the s tream . The woman now 
is living . She is not ministrating . She is ab out fifty-eight years old . 

[The created si tuation mus t have b een frequent at one time , both in city and 
rural dis tricts - see marg in-title Doctor PZays Both Sides , p . 2 57 ; esp ecially 
s tory of OZd Woman and Razor , No . 782 , p . 258 . ] [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 1 ) , Ed . ] 

867 . [A p ic ture o f  a handb ill will b e  found among the illustrations . In th e 
Int roduc tion I explain my exp erience with handb ills in Baltimore . My Mojo Expe rt 
o f  Memphis in Interview section is puz z led b ecaus e I did no t advertis e . ] 

Here on Madis on Avenue in the same b lock and - so one morning I ' d  gone to the 
store and I ' d taken a awful pain in my f oo t  and I had to hop , and I hobb led back 

HANDBILLS 
home and ah told my daughter , ah s ay ,  "You go and tell Mrs . Dawson , 
I can ' t  come up dere this morning , "  I say , "b ecaus e someth in ' happen 
to mah foo t before I go t up there . "  And you know b e fore the day was 

gone my feet was this way [demons trate s ] . 
(Swollen? ) 
Swole . Well , I couldn ' t  wear a shoe , a b edroom slipper or nothin ' , and I 

hobbled round there for mos t  of the week .  But one day I was settin '  on de porch 
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and see de wind b low s omethin ' - s ome advertisin '  papers [handb i l l ]  up near de 
gate and I called my daughter to come and get dem so  I could read dem and s ee 
what they was . [ See illustrations of handb ills given to me . ] When she brought 
dem - went and got dem and I see where it  was a man out to Merr imac Avenue and 
he was from New York ,  so de paper said , and he s ay he want ever Y b ody that was 
sick to come and get well . 

Wel l ,  I got her to get her boy friend to take me out dere and he ' d  taken me 
out dere . He c al led hims elf Profes sor Purvis . And we ' d  gone out there and he 
look at my feet and legs and he said , "Oh , "  he said , "you are in bad shape . "  He 
says , "Where did you get this from? " I said , "Well , what is it? " "You walked 
over something , "  he said , "a enemy put doum fer yuh and you didn ' t  h ave - you 
wasn ' t  wis e  to the fact . "  He s ay ,  " I t ' s  a woman this man is d ealing with and i t  
s eems like he likes you bet ter , " and he say , " that she i s  s topping you from going 
to the hous e - to the s t ore . "  And he s ays , "You ' ve taken [ this ]  thing between 
your hous e and the s tore ? " I said , "I sure did . "  He s aid , "Well , I tell you , " 
he say , " that ' s  purt ty serious , "  he say , "b ut I will work on you , "  he say , "but 
ah works peculiar - ah don ' t  give you anything , but ah give something to wear . "  
And he gave me a little piece o f  something like s i lver and he s ay ,  "When I work 
on anyone and cure them , it always goes back where it come from . " 

Well , I ' d  gone on [home ] .  He say ,  "Now , in a few days you goin ' b e  s o  di zzy 
you can ' t  get up , but s tay in b ed . "  We ll , sure ' nuff ,  I was . And so when I 
commence to gett ing dizzy , well [ that meant ] this swellin2 going out of my f eet 
and veins , b ecause I couldn ' t  even walk - had to get my daughter pull me around 
in a chair . 

And s o  after then , purt ty soon I heard talk of a woman b eing very sick .  Well , 
her friend asked me where did I go and I told her where to go , but they never 
could catch him at home . Well , they ' d  gone to North Car olina and got an old man 
and brought him up there and this old man told her - her friend told me b ecause 
she lived up s tairs over me - she might of  known ab out her puttin ' this out on me . 
But I didn ' t s ee this [what was ] put out fer me becaus e he s aid  he was goin ' to 
get that one night himself . He said it was in a bottle and it was put down fer 
me and I asked him what  was it . He say ,  "I t ' s  your tracks wi th s ome pins in it . "  
He s ay ,  "Dere ' s  nine pins and your tracks is in there . "  and he s ay ,  " that ' s  to 
give great e ffect , "  he say , "and then there ' s  some graveyard dirt too , "  he s ay ,  
" that took great effect on yuh , "  and says , "but I ' ll ge t that one night myself . "  
I never did see it . He s ay he got it  and I got well ,  but the other woman was 
taken sick . And this man from North Carolina came and her own friend told me , 
that when he come in and she was going on so , he said , "What ' s  the mat ter? " He 
s ays , "Nothin ' the matter with yuh but j us t reapin ' what you sows . "  He s ays , 
"You sowed somethin ' to s omeb ody that hadn ' t did anything t o  you and they was 
j us t  sharp enough to turn it back on you , "  and s ay ,  "I  can ' t do you no good , when 
you beginnin ' to  reap I can ' t  cure you . " Say ,  ' 'You j us t  reapin " '  and they say he 
took his bag and went on back to North Carolina . He didn ' t do anything for her 
and she died . And she was one of my lodge members , too . 

(That ' s all you di d - was to wear th is s ilver ? )  
Wore that si lver , all I did - li tt le piece of s ilver that I wore a long time . 

It  look white as my oId hat here - j us t  as white . But I ' d go tten wel l  - whatever 
he did , ah don ' t  know . He didn ' t give me anything to take or nothin ' , j es t  told 
me to wear that . [Newport News , Va . ,  (482) , 504 : 1 . ] 

868 . [ Thi s margin-title , Offiae Hours , means whenever a doator and I met or 
doator and patient met ; the former an interview , the lat ter a consultation : ]  

I s ay we won ' t have as good a business in de mawnin ' heah on a day on a Monday 
as we will afternoon . 
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[My contac t man Edward is talking . ]  

OFFI CE 
HOURS 

(Why? ) 
Becaus e de p eople dat we re ' l ly want won ' t  come heah t i l l  afternoon . 
(Why not ? )  

3 0 7  

Wel l , i t  supers t i t ion . 
in de mawnin ' • 

D ey j es '  won ' t work in de mawnin '  - s ee nobody 

( On Monday morning they don ' t work? ) 
No - won ' t s ee nob ody . Dey be all h eah - b e  a f t er dinnah [ noon meal ] . So 

whut chew have tuh g i t  d is mawnin ' is l i t t le s tuf f .  
( I  s ee . )  [ Brunswick Ga . , (Edward ) , 199 9 : 6 . ] 
869 . [ How H ippocrat es b egan a consultation I do not know , but his des cendants 

in ancient Rome , the Greek- s lave doctor , always s tarted wi th , "Do you drink whi t e  

CONSULTATION TECHNIQUE 

CHEW LIKE TUH WAITED TOO LATE 
DEN YO ' GIT SCARED AN ' SAY 
YO '  RECKON AH WAITED TOO LATE 

wine or red wine ? " Two thous and years later their 
modern descendants , Do ctors of Medi cine , s t i l l  ask 
a s imilar ques t ion , "How many packs do you smoke a 
day? " Yet my roo t doctors and witch doctors , 
co lored and wh ite , have kep t the longest healing 
tradi tion , one p redat ing Hippo crates , "Scare he U .  
out o f  them l "  Wi thout primi t ive mask and rat t l e  

w e  wi l l  now learn how t h e  s caring is done : ]  
Ah hea r  d ey us e de fish - dey take live fish aigs an ' dey g ive ' em  to wh atevah 

ind iv idual dey kin put ' em on in watah , to d r ink i t  down , an ' dat w i l l  caus e live 
fish to c ome in ' em . An '  dat fish g oes t o  worry in ' yo ' - dey ' l l grow until s ome
b ody t ake dem outa yo ' .  Den dey us e snakes - dey u s e  snake ' s  b lood . Dey g ot ' a  
kill de snake , ' cause he daid . his b lood is good . O r  j es '  b ruis e him enough to 
git a grain or two of b lood . An' dey s tretch i t  out fo ' de per s on what evah dey 
g oin ' a f t ah .  An ' de snake will live righ t  on an ' long as he live dat b lood wi ll 
live in him .  See , dat woman o r  whos omevah dey b e , i t  wi l l  caus e snakes t o  form 
in ' em . 

( I s  there any way that you can get thes e live th ings out of a person? ) 
Yes suh , dere a way we kin git ' em out . We goes then an ' we find a ole 

sorcerer - whut we ca l ls o Ze witchcraft . We tells her - she tells us tuh co�e 
in an ' we don ' have tuh tell her nuthin . She says , " S omepin wrong wi t chew . "  
Den she g oe s on down an ' she carries us to d e  room an ' sh e s ays , " S omeone has 
d id somepin to yo ' • " 

Yo ' t e ll her how yo ' b een ac tin ' - say ,  "Yes , it feel lak dere s omep in j es '  
movin ' all ab out d own  in dere . "  S ay ,  "Ab went to de doctors three or fo ' t imes -
six or s even t ime an ' he don ' t s e em  to b e  doin ' me any good . " 

She say , "No , de doct o r  can ' t reach yore case . "  Say , "Ab ' ll have to cure yo ' ,  
but ch ew like tuh wai t ed too late to give yo ' t ime tuh gi t i t  up . " 

Wel l , den yo ' g i t  s cared an ' s ay ,  "Yo ' reckon ah wai ted too late? " 
She say ,  "No , prob ' b ly ah kin reach yore cas e . " 
Den she goes b ack an ' sh e calls ' em . 
( Calls whom? ) 
Calls dis heah p l ague dat chew have in yo ' - she c alls ' em b y  name , she have 

de name . De s orcerer have de name for i t . Yo ' kin find only ' b out a few of ' em. 
Dere ' s  very few now . She calls ' em  an ' she takes her han ' s an ' she carries it 
an ' she holds one on de top yore haid an ' one righ t  ch ere - d e  b a ck o f  yore neck 
right chere . An' she calls ' em an ' she g ives yo ' s ome watah an ' tell yo ' drink 
three swa l lows an ' hold yore mouth ovah a pot , an ' he comes out . Den she gives 
yo ' s omep in tuh take . 

(What comes out ? ) 
D is h e ah p lague whatsomevah it may b e  - i t  comes walkin ' right out - d i s  live 
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thing comes out . She she ts him up an ' shows ' em  to yo ' an ' she axe vo ' - she axe 
�, "Whut yo '  want done ab out i t ? " Say ,  "Do yo ' want me tuh put it b ack on de 
party whut put it  on yo ' ? " She calls de party name whosomevah may b e  did i t  -
she s ay ,  [whoever ] did it , say ,  ! lAh kin have them fixed that way by night ,  if 
yo ' wanta . "  

Well , yo ' might feel at firs t , "Yes , let ' em have i t . "  Wel l , yo ' go den an ' 
yo ' leave dat hous e an ' yo ' go dere an ' find dat p erson in de same shape . Dat ' s  
whut dey do . But 10t sa times , yo ' s ee , it  kinda raw yo ' know tuh turn d e  trick 
back on de person dat pulled it ovah on yo ' .  But f irst  dey got ' a  git  s omethin ' 
in yo ' to do it comp letely . Dey do i t  through anything dat chew love - somet ime 
dey do it  through a friend . 

(You say the fortune-t eller and the sorcerer are different ? )  [ Sorcerer = a 
witchcra� said informant . ]  

Dey ent ir ely different - dey both ob tain de s ame thing , but de sorcerer , he 
have de power to take things f rom ' em. Lo tsa fortune-teller s  doesn ' t  have dat a 
De fortune-teller an ' de sorcerer , dey have de power of tellin ' yore fortune . 
He kin tell yo ' whut happen to you an ' tell yo ' who done i t , de way dey did it 
an ' whut chew wus doin ' when yo ' wus did . An ' d e  fortune-teller he kin tell yore 
fortune - tell whut yo ' los t an ' where yo ' stole dem goods at , tell yo ' whatsom
evah yo ' lost  an ' whatsomevah yo ' ain ' t ,  love cas es . Dat ' s  de fortune-teller -
he reads yo re fortune . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . ,  ( 1395) , 2509 : 2-4 ; a profes sional 
worker . ] 

8 70 .  They said what 
a bird g rown in him and 

they give him in the whiskey - it was a bird was in it , 
it laid and it done hatch . And after the b ird hat ch up , 

then the boy died . The root man told him · that if he ' d  
got him a lit t le ear lier he could of  saved the b oy ' fore 
the bird hatched in him .  [This is one of  many excus es 
either to explain failure to cure or refusal to accept  

A LITTLE EARLIER 
COULD OF SA VED THE BOY 

the cas e . ]  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 24 5) , 242 : 4 ;  near P inewood , S .  Car . , 193 4 . ]  
8 71.  I was hurt mys elf - I was hurt in whiskey and I s tart ed with a li ttle 

pain b ack o f  my head . And it keep hur tin ' and hurt in ' and I thought i t  was from 
a - I caught co ld . And so I went to the doctor and I got s ome med icine but that 

TWENTY -FOUR HOURS 
I WOULD HAVE BEEN 

DEAD 

made me s t ill wors e and so I got down in the bed . And s o  
they keep gavin ' m e  medicine and that wouldn ' t d o  n o  good , 
and so my aunt went and s een a root doctor. I was so s i ck I 
couldn ' t  go myself . Well , she got h im and b r ing him up to 
the house and he look a fter me . And he went and got some 

mus tard and got some salt from the drug s tore , and some b lack pepper , and take a 
little bit of dat salt and b lack p epp er and put it in the mole [mo ld ]  o f  my head , 
and when he put i t  in there he said , "In the Father and in the S on and Three in 
One . "  And wh en he did that he took that mus tard and some b lack p epper and s alt 
and a little flour and mixed it together , and he take it and made a plas t er and 
he put i t  under the bot tom of my feet . And I was so I couldn ' t  sleep that night . 
And after he did that and I got relief in less than thirty minutes . I f  he hadn ' t 
of  done somepin to me under twenty-four hours , you s ee , I would o f  b een dead 
[ this is what the dOctor told her ] . He said I get it in this whiskey g ive me by 

my friend . [Wilmington ,  N.  Car . , ( 255) , 25 1 : 2 . ) 
8 72 .  Dat happened heah once . Dey s aid he was buried. Two preachers had a 

diff ' rence ovah a church . An '  one succeeded de o ther . Dis fellah dat los t had 
taken a pin - a wooden peg an ' shahp ened [ sharpened ] it , an ' whut 

TOO LATE NOW he did to it  as ide from dat I don ' t know ; but he took an ' he drove 
it three Zicks right under dis fellah ' s  doors tep . An ' de fellah 

had taken sick an ' grad ' lly p ined away - kep t pining , kep t pining . 
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(All you rememb er is that he j us t  put this p eg in the door . And then you s ay 
he went to some doctor? )  

Dis f e llah went t o  a hoodoo doctor and exp l ained it to h im .  
(What did this hoodoo doctor s ay t o  him? ) 
Tole him , "Yo ' go home an ' look under de le ft-hand corner of yore doo rs tep , 

yo ' ll find a p eg d riven undah yore s t ep . " He s ay ,  "Yo ' s  pinned dOlJJn , "  s ay ,  ' 'b ut 
i t ' s  too late now - yo ' won ' t g it ovah it , but , " he s ay , "yo ' take i t  up . "  He 
s ay ,  "De f irs t man that comes t o  see you , a f ter you ' r e home , wi l l  be de f e llah 
dat put it dere . "  Dat ' s  whut chew call pinnin ' dobm or beann ' [burying ] - j is t  
d e  s ame . [ S t . P e t e rsburg , Fla . , ( 9 89 ) , 1596 : 1 . ] 

8 7 3 . Ah kin [ t ell ] yo ' whut dey s ay ab out dat ' caus e mah husb and - he was 
then with a woman . Ah kin t e l l  you who le lot ' bout dat , b ecaus e he t o le me th is 
on his deathb ed over there in de hosp i tal - me an ' him had b een s eparated f o ' 

about ten year s , an ' s o  -
IF YOU HAD COME 
JES ' A WEEK BEFO ' 

( T e l l  me the who le s tory - how that b egan . )  
B e fo ' he b eg an to g i t  down lak he was , he came to me to mah 
home . He said - asked me fo r  s ome alcohol . Ah s ay ,  "Wel l , 

ah haven ' t  got d e  alcohol , b ut ah have a dime - g o  out chere to doc an ' as k h im 
to cred i t  me for a ni ckel an ' ah ' 11 give you a b o t t le of alcoho l . "  

S o  ah went out there and got de a lcoho l and b r ought i t  b a ck in t o  him and g iv e  
tuh h im  an ' ah s aid , "Now when yo ' go home " - he w a s  te llin ' m e  whut p art o f  him 
was daid . He says , "Mah t oe is daid r ight up to where it j oins tuh mah foot . "  

Ah s aid , "Well , what caus ed i t  to b e? "  
He s aid , "Ah have high b lood p res s ure . "  
Ah s aid , "No , ah have high b lood p ress u re fo ' de las t ten years - yo '  know 

that . "  
He s aid , "We ll , hit ' s  a s troke . "  
Ah s aid , "A s troke don ' t come like tha t , i t  comes r ight now - i t  don ' t come 

by degree an ' by degrees . "  
S o  he ' d  taken dat alcohol and he went 

or twic e  - b eg in to do good . So fin ' l ly 
wor s e .  When he came b ack tuh me agin he 
knee . "  

home and he rubbed hiss elf with i t  once 
he rubb ed ag ain and i t  b eg in to git 
s ai d , "Mah laig is daid d own tuh mah 

Ah s aid , "Deah me , whu t on ear th is de ma t ter ? "  Ah say , "Why don ' t  chew go 
to s omeone know mo '  than yo ' do and mo t than ah do ? "  

He s ays , "Ah don ' t know where tuh g o . "  
Ah says , " Go ' cross de creek down heah t uh  Madam Kay , " like dat a 
He s ays , "Well , ah don ' t know . " He s ay s , "Ah can ' t g it mah mind to do that . " 
Ah s ai d , "Well , all right , yo ' j es t  keep on an ' f in ' lly y o ' may b e  dead - you 

can ' t trus t  such things . "  P eop le have sens e - peop le have s ens e  like that . 
So , when he came b ack again - he was goin ' down to d e  shipyard tuh work and he 

come on b ack ag in , he had fell down der e .  H i s  cous in s aid fo ' m e  tuh come there , 
that he had fell . Ah w ent on ovah there . 

Ah s ays , "What ' s  de ma tter now? " 
He s ays , "Ah ' m  j es t  done got to de p lace wher e mah limb s is no good tuh me -

ah can ' t  use ' em . Ah said , "Well , ah can ' t  s ee what on earth i s  de mat ter wit 
chew . "  

He say , "Ah don ' t ei ther - ah don ' t know whut ' s  de ma t t er with me . "  
Ah s aid , "Do you think s omebody ' s  g ot anyth ing dat b elong tuh yo ' ? " 
He said , "No - h aven ' t anyb ody g o t  any th ing b elong tuh me . "  He s aid , "Why 

don ' t chew b r ing a doctor fo ' me ? " 
Ah called Dr . Edmund . Dr . Edmund come an ' he examine everywhere - all - down 

there and everywhere . He said tuh me , nAh can ' t  see what ' s  de mat t er wi th him - '  
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wi thout his b lood ' s  wrong . "  
Ah said , "Well ,  Doctor , yo ' say his hear t ' s good , his kidney and every thing -

mah mind tell me if hi s heart is good and his kidney ' s , h is b lood canno t b e  
wr ong . " Then ah said , "Cause d e  b lood th at p enetrat es th rough de heart - look 
l ike it ought to ' fee t the heart , don ' t it tuh yo ' ? " 

He s aid , "That is the truth . "  
Wel l , d e  we ek b e fo ' h e  died - on a Sunday - he s en t  fo ' me to come out ther e . 

Ah went on out there , he s aid tuh me , h e  s ay ,  "Yo ' was a go od wife to me b u t  ah 
didn ' t  have sens e enough to know i t  - ah couldn ' t  help mahs e lf . "  

He s aid , "Ah found tho s e  b o tt les in mah bed tick , ah found th at piece that ah 
was laying on , "  he s ay ,  "an ' Wi l lie" - de woman was named Willie - "she had s ome
thing around her wais t .  Sh e tole me it was to keep yo ' from hurtin ' her . "  

Ah s aid , "Well , d at ' s  s omethin ' ah don ' t b elieve in . He s ai d , "An' that have 
ki lled me . "  

--

He s ay s , "Dey have g o t  tuh de p lace now , "  he s ays , " ah ' m no mo ' good . "  He ' d  
lo s t  his us e - he couldn ' t  move his hands and he couldn ' t move h is feet , he 
couldn ' t do nothin ' b ut j es t  do that [ demons trat es a s light movement ] .  

When he t o ld me that , ah went to a man , a spiri tua l man - cal led t o  b e  a 
spiritua l ly man . An' ah didn ' t  have any money an '  ah s i t  there and ah begin tuh 
cry . He lo oked at me and he s aid , ' 'Yo ' is in troub l e ? " 

Ah didn ' t s ay anything b e caus e ah was s car ed to . 
He s ays , "Yo re husb and ' s  funeral was arranged at de s tart . "  
I s ai d , "Mah husb and . "  
He s ays , ' 'Y es , b ut yore no t w i th h im . "  
Ah s aid , "Whut ' s  de matter with him? " 
He s ays ,  "A wuman - two o f  ' em  - a dark-b rown-s kinned ' un and a light-b rown

s kin man have g o t  de toe of his s o ck - his left-foot s o ck and de s eat o f his 
drawer s . "  He s aid , "Now it ' s  t oo late . "  

Ah said , " Can yo ' do anything? " 
He s aid , "Can ' t  do nuthin - i f  you had come j es ' a week b e f o ' y o ' put him in 

d e  hospi tal . "  
Ah said , "I didn ' t put him there . "  
He s aid , "His cous in did , "  he s ay , "ab could have cur ed him . " 
Ah say ,  "Well , if I go there and ask the S is ters can y o '  come in an ' rub him , 

would yo ' go ? "  
H e  s ay , "Can ' t  d o  any good . " 
Ah said , "Well , whut did they take . "  
He says , "Nuthin but de s eat o f  h is dr awers and de le f t  toe o f  his sock , "  he 

s ays , " though they got somep in on de inside with whiskey . "  
(We l l , what did they do wi th that piece o f  s o ck? What di d they do with i t  -

did he t ell you what they did with tha t ? )  
N o  s ir , he didn ' t never tell me what did h e  d o  with i t . Ye s , yes he did -

one that ah went to , tole me to go ins ide de graveyard gate j es '  ab out fo ' s t ep s . 
O/ho told you that ? )  
I t ' s another [man ] called t o  b e  a hoodoo man . 
(Did you go to another man , then ? )  
Ye s  s ir .  S o  ah left that man and went to dis one . And b o th told me de s ame 

thing , b ut dis man tole me where to go f ind i t . He said go right ins ide de 
Magno lia Cemet ery int o  the wh ite s ide and j es '  as yo '  go in de gat e , he say on 
the le f t -hand s id e .  

(You s aid something ab ou t taking four s teps , didn ' t you? ) 
"Jes ' ' b out f o ' s teps ins ide de gate , " he said , "an ' y o ' dig d own there and 

you ' ll g i t  a c loth wr apped t ight wi th needles and pins , "  he said , "but if you 
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git it  up thare he wi ll die righ t now . " 
Ah said , "�, if ah git i t  up but [ o r ]  don ' git i t  up , he ' s  goin ' die . 1 I 
He says , "Yes , nuthin can be  done , now . " 
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Ah says , "Well , ah j es '  as well leave it there , l l ah s aid , "because ah don ' t 
want him to die if  he will stay here a while longer . "  

An' ah went on ovah t o  de ho spital an '  like tomorrow was Saturday , he died 
the next day . 

(Did anything ever happen to thes e p eople that put that spell on him? ) 
Not yet ,  there hasn ' t .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 7 ) , 945 : 13 . ] 
8 7 4 . (I see . Can you tell me what happened - j us t  how i t  was done or how 

they wer e cured ? What happened? )  

TWELVE MONTHS LATE 
CASE REFUSED 

Was no cure to dis . 
(Oh , I s ee . 
Yes . 

You know how it was done , though? ) 

(All right - supp ose you tell me that ? ) 
Hi t was -
(Go ahead - go ahead . )  

I t  was a girl friend o f  mine.  Sh e was hurt . Wel l , she went to a doctor and the 
doctor say she have to be operated on . Well , she went through the opera tion and 
come b ack home and ab out a year - she lingered and lingered about a year after 
the operat ion . Well , her father say , "Well , I ' m going t o  take you to a lady that 
I know could tell me something concerning your t roub le . "  So he carried her . 

(Where did this  happen - here in Vicksburg? ) 
No , sir . 
(Where did this happen? ) 
In Louis iana - way over in Louisiana . And he said , "I ' m goin ' carry you to a 

lady that kin t ell me more about your t rouble . And he carried her to the lady 
and she told him , say ,  "Look , you twe lve months lat e with this girl , 1 I say ,  "her 
ins ides is eat up - her ins ides is fulla ho l es j us t  like a s ifter , and it ' s  done 
into her by brass pins . "  She ' d  taken them there rags , you know . 

(A woman ' s  rags ? )  
Yes , s ir .  
(Monthly rag s ? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
She took them pins and that b rass pin in there and buried i t  and eight-p enny 

nai ls - about twe lve eight-penny nai ls . That ' s  what she �o ld him . 
(How many bras s  p ins did he put in? )  
Twelve and twelve nails . 
(Well , what did he do with that rag then , af ter he put those nails in i t ? )  
Buried it . 
(Where did this happen in Louisiana? ) 
Near Leesvi lle , Louisiana . 
(Near Leesville , Louis iana . How many years ago would that be? ) 
That was in ' 29 [ 19 29 ] . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 1 7 ) , 9 87 : 8 . ] 
87 5 .  I kin exp lain something that h appened to me once in l i fe , see . We ll , 

s ee , I married , and I married - the husband I married , he was much o l der than I 

I WOULD OF DIED 
IF I HADN 'T OF COME 
TO HIM NO QUICKER 

was . I was only fourteen years o f  age and he was living 
with a lady at the time . Well ,  he left her to marry me . 
Well , in the meantime , she didn ' t care for me to marry him . 
Well , I married him anyway and course - we lived together , 
twas about seven months . And afterwards we commence to 

having disputes and I didn ' t know wha t it was all about . 
So  one day as I was hanging up de clothes , I found in his pocket a lit t le bag . 
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I t  was s ewed in the b o t t om of one o f  his coat pocket s .  So I ' d taken the b ag out 
and opene d i t  and it was lotta dus t or some th ing like that - pepper and s alt 
mixed up and di f ferent s tuf f . Well , I didn ' t re ' lly know what i t  was . Well , I 
opened thi s  b ag and I smel led i t  and I took on a fainting headache . Well , a fter 
that I was taken s ick and wi th the headache . I never could get rid o f  it . l 
went to s everal medicaZ dOctors and I never could get rid of i t . Well , I went 
to this doctor down here on Washing t on S tree t , named Doctor Spenc er - he supposed 
to be a root doctor. 

Well , after I went to him , he put me up on the tab le and he examined me and he 
told me that I was s ick . Well , ah wanted to know then what i t  was , and he t o ld 
� ,  s ay , "Well , now , I ' ll b e  out to s ee you tomo rrow . "  

I was living on Adams S tree t . Well , wh en I ' d gotten back home - well , my 
husb and , he had le ft , but I didn ' t know what was de troub le .  And so , th en I went 
on to th e p lace where he was s topping at and they told me that he had moved his 
clothes and everything ; but he was not there , but he and the woman was tog ether 
at anoth er p lace .  

We ll , then Doator Spencer came out to me the next day , and he told me that he 
wanted to inves t igat e  round my hous e but he didn ' t wanta do i t  until night and he 
would show me something . That ni gh t he came back and he found a li t t le bot t le . 
[ We ]  had a walk - we walked from the s t reet to my hous e .  Well , i t  was a b o ttle 
s i t t ing up wi th a s topper in i t . S ome s tuff was in i t - the small b o t t le wa s 
s ticking out and the big bot t le was s t i cking in . And he s aid , "This s topper - as 
long as this big b o t t le is s t icking in , you s ee ,  you would [wi ll ]  never get r id 
o f  your headache . "  Hi t was s omething in the b ot t le - kind o f  yellowi sh looking 
and he poured it out . I t  j us t , you know , j us t  circle like . It didn ' t never look 
like wat er or anything - s eemed more like it was o i l  than any thing els e .  Well , 
he told me that that was caus ing my headache and when that s topper would have 
b lew out , he said I would of died , if I hadn ' t of come to him no qui cker . Well , 
h e  tole me that he would charge $25 for that and I would pay him . 

The nex t  day I had a notice in my door for to meet cour t . My husb and was 
put t ing in for divorce . I had a no t ice in to mee t  court . 

I went on to the [ something ] clerk and he told me if I wanted to file a suit 
agains t him ,  to s ue h im for alimony , th at I could do it . 

Well , I didn ' t know how to go up agains t him - b eing young . Wel l , I went on 
out dere - it was a lady , they told me that could read cards and tell me th ings . 
And she charged me a dollar to do that . Sh e told me that if I would enter a suit 
agains t him I could b eat h im in court , providin ' i f  she would help me . Well , I 
asked how much would it cos t  to do that and she told me and she s ent me to her 
lawyer - Lawyer Smi th . 

(What did she charge you ? )  
Th is woman , she didn ' t charge me but a do llar . But the lawyer he charged $ 50 

but he got it f rom him [ the husband ] . It was during the time b e fore the b onus 
was paid in 1931 . We ll , af ter de bonus was paid , then - b e fore de bonus was paid 
we had our lawsuit at the courthous e .  Well , this lady she was the re , the lawyer , 
and he [ the husband ] was ther e .  Well , ah b eat him in de cas e . Well , after I 
b eat him in de case - it was thr ee or four days afterwards , this money came from 
de government . Well , sh e  told me to go ahead on and take $50 - that was de bes t  
I could do out o f  it , and h e  paid my lawyer and h i s  lawyer $ 50 whi ch is $ 100 . 

Well , then we s tayed on s eparated and later he was shed o f  de woman that he 
was l iving wi th at the time . She came to my hous e one day and she b rough t a 
lit tle cake for my baby - know , we had a child . And so I j us t  broke [ a  p iece ]  
o f f  d e  cake to tas t e  i t . I didn ' t think she was trying to d o  anything t o  me 
' caus e it was nothing I had did to her ; but I j us t t as t e  the cake for i t  was 
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intended f o r  my b aby . And after tas t ing the cake I wasn' t near ly anything else 
but under a letagy [ ?  lethargy ? ] .  Th en they called de doc t o r  again . Wel l , then 
he come and he b athed me off , and it was some thin' runnin' th rough my body ,  j us t  
l ike i t  was cricke t s  or s ome thin' - you know , i t  was j us t  like s omethin ' was 
crawlin' in me but you never could tell what it was . 

(How did he bathe you - any special way ? )  [ I  wanted to know wh e ther i t  was 
the magic ri t e  of downward s . ]  

No s i r , he j us t  took me and put s ome water in a b as in and j us t  s tripped me o f f  
and j us t  took that wet t ow e l  and j ust , you know , wrung it kinda dry and wiped me 
down . Well , I could feel - I could s ee - he told me . [ He to ld me shows the 
oriokets were not crawling ab out in her unt il after his sugg es tion . ] 

( He wiped you down - he didn ' t wipe you up ? )  [ Again , I s ough t the mag i c  rite 
o f  downwards . ]  

No ,  s i r , he j us t  w ip ed it down - he s ay ,  s o  hit - s o  i t  would cover my b ody -
s ays it was coming up , and it was also dangerous . 

(Was this Dootor Sp encer that did th is ? )  
This same Dootor Sp encer . He suppos ed t o  b e  a root dootor. And s o , after 

then , I commenced to feeling p retty good , but hit would s o rta run up thi s laig 
and would go down . 

(Go down the same leg ? )  
C ome up one and go down the other one - i t  c ross ed the b ody like that . We ll , 

he dootored on me tha t  way for about six or s even months . I was - I had pas s ed 
walking at one time - I had los t my nerve - had run down s o  I j us t  couldn ' t  - and 
f r om worrying over my cond i t ion 1 j us t  couldn' t do anything . 

Wel l , that happ ened af ter the lawsui t was , and I b eat him in th e cas e  and got 
this money out of him . Wel l ,  I had to pay the b igges t o f  that out to the dootor. 
Well , I ' d  gotten better , then I went on to work again down t o  the cafe . I went 
to work at the cafe then and I heard ab out a lady in th e s ame fix I was in , and 
I s ent her to Dootor Spencer . She was tel ling me ab out that she had frogs -
the shape of frogs wou ld pop up in h er skin . And so she s aid that he cured her . 
And s o  I s ent s everal people to him s in ce then . But that my own - I ' ve b een in 
that shap e  mys e l f . And then I knows lots o f  o ther s  tha t re I lly have b een trioked 
like that - in hoodooism li ke that . 

(You finally got well , didn ' t you? ) 
Yes , I go t  well . Ah fin' lly go t well and me and my husb and s tayed s eparat ed 

then nine years and seven mon ths and then we went b ack together , and we living -
f in ' lly I g o t  we ll and I don ' t have any troub le wha tever now . 

(Are you s t i l l  living together ? )  
S t i ll living with my s ame husb and . 
(Wel l ,  what did you do - have to get married again? ) 

No , s i r . Ah divo rced h im to a clean sweep - s ee , they put the divorce in , but 
after we couldn ' t  get the divor ce. . through - he was suing me all the s ame to try 
to take the chi ld from me - and s o  they didn ' t let the divorce go all the way 
through . Then , we never did get it through , s o  we j us t  went b ack together . 

( I  s ee . )  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 16) , 9 84 : 3 . ] 
8 7 6 . The s tory ' s  i f  you g i t  a spider in whi skey . And she poisoned this g ir l  

and th is girl s aid - t o l d  her b efore sh e found this lady . The lady dootor says , 

TOO LATE FOR CURE 
BUT DOCTOR 

REMOVES LIVE THINGS 

"You ' ve wai t ed a li t t le too long for her . "  She say ,  " I  kin 
take th i s  sp iders from you and s corpions but I can ' t  cure 
you . " She says , " Th ree s corpions wi ll come out your legs : 
oue will c ome in the back of your leg , and one on the s ide ; 
and one comin ' out cher right leg , two comin ' out your lef t  

one - [ i f ]  them two would o f b e en in your r igh t leg , I could o f  cured , but i t  was 



314 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hy att Foundation -

in th e lef t one . "  S o , "The first one s tart out , "  she s ays , "he ' ll go into the 
f ireplace ; next one s tart out , he ' s  goin ' b ack under the bed ; and the las t one 
s tarts out , he gain ' s tart for the door ab out three t imes . "  Sh e s ays , "Y ou go in ' 
l ive three days . "  And the three days w ere out , she died . This happen up here at 
P ender County [No r th Carolina ] at a place called Rook S tation ab out f i f t e en years 
ago [ 19 2 2 ] . [ Cf. the s e  3 s corpions with 3 ground puppies , No .  5 7 8 , p . 189 . ]  
[ Wi lmingt on , N .  Car . , ( 241) , 2 39 : 2 . ]  

877 • Well , ah know of a man once he wus poisoned. H e  go t poisone d by his 
wif e . His wif e  given d is poison to her two o ldes t daugh ters t o  give h im . Well , 
dis man ' s li fe l ingered a good leng th o f  t ime b e fo ' he died . A week b efo ' he 

CASE TOO FAR GONE 
BUT DOCTOR 

GETS EVILDOERS 

d ied dey went to git s omeb ody tuh s ee if dey could do him any 
good . Well , a f t er gi t t in '  dis man , dey were too lat e  - d is 
s ick man h e  wus too fur gone , but thi s  man tells th is man ' s 
brother that wus s i ck ,  he s aid th at his b ro the r wus t oo fer 
gone , dat he couldn ' t  do him any good now , but he could git 

d es e  two pe rs ons that give thi s  man this tFiak , an ' two yeahs a f t ah dis man was 
buried , dey would be buried . 

Wel l , de f ir s t  y eah a f tah bury in , dis man - nine mon ths a f tah d is man wus 
buri ed , d is man ' s oldes t daughter wus b uri ed , an ' in de next nine months de nex ' 
olde s t  daugh t er wus b uried . 

(Well , what ab out that caske t - is that in th is s tory? ) 
Y es suh , dat ' s  in dis s t ory . 
De casket , a ftah dis man di ed , dis man dat come dere to see could he do him 

s ome g ood , took him a spool o f  thr ead an ' put the s¥ool o f  thread in d e  casket 
with the man an ' t i ed de loos e end t o  the porch , an as the ambu lance went away 
wit de casket , dat unwind de sp oo l o f  thr ead till i t  wound it all out .  An ' then 
he wus bur i ed an ' them two parties tha t  g ive this man this triak , in two yeah ' s  
t ime dey wi ll b e  bur i ed . So dat ' s  ab out de caske t . 

(That is all he did to make these o ther people die? ) 
Dat ' s  all he did . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 7 ) , 2665 : 13 . ] 
878 . [As the p receding examp les indicate , the firs t part o f  a hoodoo consul

t at ion concerns time : ei ther You aame to me jus t in time or You aame too late -

depending up on whether the doator thought his cure would suc ceed o r  fail . We 
now come t o  the s econd part of the consultat ion , wh ich is always s omething like : 
You 're on your tUay to the graveyard! ] 

He lived ove r on the same farm that I was rais ed on - I left th ere when I was 
f our y ears old - and he claimed that he was one of th es e high fe l lahs [ usually 
high man = root doator or cunjureman on the Eas t ern Sh o re ] . So he g o t  his name 

MAN YOU 'RE RUINED 
out here as being one o f  tho s e  high fe l lahs . S o  he fixed 
the path b etween his house and our path , our hous e r ather , 
and f ixed this path up like he wanted it . I n  fact , he g o t  

h im s e l f  a s p o o l  and h e  made some holes i n  th is spoo l  j us t  ab out the s i z e  of a 
needle po int . He takes thes e need les and he puts ' em down in here . And he goes 
and gits hims elf some murat ic [muriatic ] acid [ commerical name for hydro chloric 
acid ] . He bores [ small holes ] in the bottom o f  th is b o t t le and let s  the points 
of thes e  needles go th rough this s pool j u s t  wher e they could touch thi s  acid . 
We ll , the needle would s tick up j us t  ab ove de earth wh er e the s e  bare foot ed f o lks 
walked . 

[ "The heads o f  the needles touched the acid and the p oints s tuck up above the 
ground " - my no te made at the time o f my trans crip t ion , a few days af ter s tory 
collected . ] 

And th en , natural ly , wh en a man come along and s tepped on one of the se spoo ls 
with his bare foo t , you know wha t ·  took p lace , wi th tha t muratic acid through tha t  
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need le in his f l esh . 
[ l iThe acid i s  suppo s ed t o  g o  through th e leng th o f  the s o lid need le" - my no t e  

a t  t ime o f  my trans cript ion . ]  
And in two o r  three d ays t ime thi s man would b e  all swel led up and d ey d idn ' t 

know wha t was the t roub le . Now , they had to s end fo r h im .  
[No high man , even a s tup id one , wou ld have us ed such a c rude triak as exp o s ed 

needles in a path . Th is piece o f  gos s ip is me rely one o f  many ver s i ons o f  the 
buri ed-needle theme - a pain or swe lling in foot or leg comes from wa lking over 
a buried needle . However , a person does no t s tep on an exposed need le point ; 
cont act b e tween needle and f l esh is mag ica l . Originally the b uried need le was a 
buried poot (see No . 7 1 8 , p . 239 ) . The author o r  ed i t o r  o f  our s tory has heard o f  
hypodermic need le but h e d o es not know that it is hollow . How h e  though t acid 
could f low through a solid needle I am unab le to say . ] 

He ' d  come a round and tell ' em ,  "There ' s  firs t , one thing bur i ed here ar ound 
t his po s t . "  Said , "I don ' t  wonder tha t chew b eing swelled up - no , I don ' t . "  
He s ay s , "Man , you got somepin awful around your hous e here . I kin mov e  i t . I 
know right wh er e i t  is and I kin t ake i t  away f r om here . it 

We ll , naturally , you want that thing taken away . You all swelled up there and 
didn ' t know wha t  de troub l e  was . 

H e ' d  go t o  work and he ' d  come ther e ,  and he ' d  g i t  a b o t t l e  o f  hair , ne edles 
and p ins , first one thing and then another , and b r ing i t  in th e hous e , open thi s  
b ot t le , and there you ' d  f ind a l l  this s tuf f .  H e  said , "M.an , you ' r e ruined , you 
ru ined for l i f e . You ' ve got t o  b e  worked on and wo rked on qui ck . " And he j us t  
gone there and took thos e f ew  needl es u p  in the ear th ther e ,  s ee [ those h e  was 
suppos ed to have buried ] ,  and h e ' d  know j us t  wha t to do , you know , to cut that 
acid from hur t in ' yeh or burnin ' yeh to death . And you ' d  pay him your money . 

And the firs t thing , you know , h e ' d  go in the pound [ cat t le enclosure ] and g it 
a ole dump lin , o f  cow dung , you know , and f ix it up . And go ou t and git h i s s e l f  
a few leaves o f  ole f ie ld mullein and elder root s ,  and b o i l  a l l  o f  that s tu f f  up 
togeth er . Then he ' d  put that on a f ire and boil i t  up , and put some rock s alt 
in there and a l i t t le tab l e  salt , f ix it up , in a f ew  minutes have your feet in 
there up to your knees . And you s i t  ther e now unt i l  he t e l l  yeh t o  g e t  up in a 
c er t a in leng th of t ime . [ P r inces s Anne , Md . ,  ( ? ) , 38 : 2 . ] 

8 7 9 . I went t o  a lady and I was apossed. I used to b e  very lucky and I got 
apossed. S o  when I went in th er e she told me , she says , "Q!.,E! , vou is apos sed. " 

S o  I didn ' t know wha t she meant . So she told me , sh e s ay , "You 
YOU IS CROSSED i s  apossed in money . " She say , "You g ive a lady f i f ty cents . "  

And I had g ive a lady f i f ty cents ' caus e the lady didn ' t  have 
no th ing . I s ay , "Yessum . " Sh e s ay , "We ll , when you g ive her the f i f ty cents , " 
she s ay , " sh e  took your money . You g ive i t  to her out o f  your hand , a p ie c e  o f  
s i lver money , and s h e  took your money and she g o t  i t  b uried up und er the s t eps 
with a weight on it . "  And she said , "That ' s to keep you down . You ' ll never b e  
lucky n o  more unless you g et i t  up . "  

Well , I d idn ' t know how t o  g e t  i t  up my self . S o  I went to another lady [man ] 
and he told me the same thing . He to ld me tha t  I was apos sed and I s tart crying 
and he told me , "You going to b e  in bad luck all th e t ime . "  Ah s ay , "Well , could 
you t ell me what could I do to help mys elf . "  

(Did he tell you how you wer e aPOssed? ) 
Yes s ir .  He tole me I was apossed in money . He tole me a lady what I had a 

lo t o f  c onfidenc e in , I g ived her my money . Well , I u s ed to g ive her money . He 
say , " She apossed you in the money . "  Ah say , "Well , could you tell me how I can 
do to help mys el f . "  He s ay , "You g e t  you s ome s altpeter and some ammonia and , "  
h e  s ay ,  "you take a bath in it f or nine morning s . "  And he say , "After taking a 
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bath in i t , you throw your wa t er t o  the s unr is e . "  And he s ay ,  Ilyou meet me in 
p rayer [ at ]  nine , twelve and three , "  he s ay ,  "and you ought to ge t  that condi t ion 
o f f  you . 1 l So I d id that . That b een two years ago . S o  I did that and I got all 
right . [ New Or leans , La . ,  ( 783) , 1088 : 10 . ]  

880 . I heard of a woman onc es t - a o le man that loved her - she was a young 
gir l .  An ' s o  he t o ld her one day that she was goin ' gi t hupt , an ' told her that 
if she wou ld t rim her toenai ls an ' her fingernails p ur t ty c lo s e  an ' give ' em  to 

h im ,  that he could fix i t , you know , where nob ody could hupt 
THIS WUS BAD FIX her . But he wanted to hupt her hi ss elf s o  she would love ' im .  

S o  h e  took her f ing ernails an ' her t oenails an ' put 'em in -
h e  was a marr i ed man an ' he loved thi s  g ir l  b ut s t il l  he had a wif e . An '  so he 
took h er fing ernai ls an ' her t oenails - an ' she cut 'em o f f , she had ' em ready , 
when h e  come b ack , an ' give ' em  to him . An ' he took 'em an ' put ' em [ in ]  s ome 
kin ' a  li t t le tube c oncern . Sh e said a lit t le somep in about that long - a li t t le 
tub e , i t  was leathe r . She s aid he put tho s e  f ingernai ls [ and toenails ] in that 
tub e  an ' he car ried ' em  home an ' put ' em in his trunk . 

An '  she say she look like she j is '  los ' her min ' - i t look like s he didn ' t  
know wh at she want ed to do . An ' she fin ' l ly said she [was ] there s t ayin ' with 
' im an ' his wi fe . An ' she s aid she wus worri ed an ' look like ev ' ry  night she 
could dream o f  her dead b ro ther t e 1 1 in '  ' er t o  go back home b ecus you knowed it 
wa sn ' t  righ t . 

An '  she said one day she wus lookin ' aroun ' in de hous e .  She said he was gone 
o f f . She s ay he even had his wife cra zy , too . She loved thi s g ir l , too . An ' 
sh e was 100kin ' aroun ' one day an ' she looked in de trunk an ' foun ' this tub e . 
An ' say s he took this tub e an ' she carr ied [was going t o  carry ) it to her mo ther , 
an ' s aid that she was goin ' to get on the train an ' said his wife ask her where 
wus she go in ' . An ' she said she to ld her she was goin ' home . An ' h is wi f e  told 
her , she s ay ,  "You reckon" - I didn ' t know what de man name - "you reckon Mr . So
an ' -So wi ll like it ab out choo goin ' home? " She t el l  her she didn ' t care if he 
didn ' t like that she wa s goin ' home . 

So she t ook this tube an ' carried it on home to her mo the r . An '  i t  was a o le 
man that 1 iveded aroun ' there an ' he could , y ou know , look after poot an ' thing 
like that . So he took this tub e  an ' he looked at it an ' he shuck his head . He 
t o ld her this �s bad fix.  H e  told her tha t he could ' cus e [ excuse = r e leas e

-
]



her o f  this th ing an ' make her s t ay away from thi s  man hous e ,  but it was goin ' 
make her sick an ' then i t  was goin ' make thi s  man go cr azy . An ' s o  he took thi s 
s tuff an ' he burnt it up with sulphur an ' s tuff . An '  this man he went cr azy by 
doin ' this g ir l  like that . An ' she come all r ight . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 29 9b ) , 
223 : 5 ;  "3  year s ago [ [ 19 34 ] ] S i lvert on or Summerton , S .  C. ,  couldn ' t  get [ [ under 
s tand ) ) name" - Note o n  my original penci l  trans crip t ion . ) 

88 1 .  [The firs t two par ts of a hoodoo consultat ion have been g iven : You came 
to me jus t in time or You came too late , and You 'pe on youP way to the gmveyapd. 
The th ir d  and final p ar t  conc ludes the omnis cience o f  th e Doctop : Don ' t  te l l  me 
a thing, not a b)opd ; I knew aU about youP tpoub le even befope you came - what 
caused it, b)ho did it, and whepe to find i t : )  

Somebody buried s omething in my yard . I went out to the line to hang up s ome 
c lo thes and I got a pain in my foot . I thought I sprained it at f ir s t . I s ent 

YOU DON 'T HA VE  
TO TELL ME 

for the doctor and he g ave me some medicine . After awhile it 
come t o  hurt again . And my daugh ter she reali z ed more than I 
did about such things , s i t ting around and reading , and she went 
to somebody and when she came b ack she s ay ,  "Mama , you ' re hupt . "  

So she b ought a bot t le of medicine . I had to take it and rub with i t . She go t 
it fr om a poot doctop. Then I -went to his hous e .  And he s ay ,  " I  know j us t  where 
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they ' re at . They s eem to b e  u p  your leg . You don ' t have t o  t e l l  me . Th ey ' re in 
the b end o f  your leg going down to your heel . "  He gave me two kind s o f  medieine . 
One was whi t e  to rub my head in and the other was green to rub my body in . So 
then I got b et t er . So he told me to t ake some salt and spr inkle in the b ack yard 
to the front yard and round to the b ack (make a c ircle of salt around the house ] .  
I was to take thi s salt right from the s to re - you don ' t  us e that yourself , new 
salt - and he say ,  "Nobody will be ab le never to hurt you . You put it down ther e 
and when they come to throw any th ing else in your yard , they ' ll pick i t  up them
selves and it will turn right b ack on th em . "  (Hampton , Va . , ( 31) , Ed . ;  ther e in 
1920 . ] 

88 2 .  (Yes , go ahead . )  
In the l i t t l e  town where I was b orn , you know ther e was a lotta peop le there 

that b elieved in hoodooism .  
(I s ee - and w i l l  you talk s low ,  please . )  

THE DOCTOR There were a lot ta peopl e and they believe in hoodooism. 
KNEW WHAT SHE CAME FOR There was a man , he was - before he marr ied - he was 

court in , another lady ,  and af ter he married why he s till 
�eethearted wi th her .  And he moved next door to her when he married . And he 
took care of hi s wif e  and bought her everything that she needed as far as he was 
ab le , and his swe etheart envied her , envied his wife b ecause he neglected her 
mos t ly a l t ogether . And she tried a certain some way of g e t t ing r id of his wife , 
and she - she s ough t  around , she found out that i t  was a man in another county 
that s he could go to him and have this lady fixed to get rid o f  her . And she 
went - she caught the train one evening and went to thi s  man . It was a man . She 
went to the man and when the man saw her coming . he told her to come in - he kD;; 
what her bus iness wa s there . 

(Where did this man live that she went to s ee? What t own did he live in , or 
near what t own? ) 

He liv ed in New Or leans . 
(And where was thi s town that you were b orn in? )  
Tay lor . 
(Where? ) 
Tay lor . 
(Where is that ? )  
I t ' s in Mi s s is s ipp i .  
(Taylor - how d o  you sp ell i t ? ) 
Cary . 
(All righ t  - go ahead . )  
And after she went ther e , he told her what she - he knew what she came for . 

And s o  she exp lained everything to him . So he gave her a l i t t le bottle about fo ' 
inches tall with some kind o f  a liquid in it - i t  was a l i t t l e  green b o t t le wi th 
some kind o f  liquid in i t . And he told her , like i f  - when she come b ack to bury 
it under her (wife ' s ] s t eps . And she came b a ck wi th i t  one dark night and took 
and buried it under the s t ep s . 

And th e nex t  day the lady came out , you s e e , to go to the s tore to [ b uy ]  some
thing for breakfas t . And when she came out , she came down the s t ep s , and as she 
came down the s teps , why something caught her - a pa in caught her in the leg and 
drew her legs up and she couldn ' t  walk . A man came along and he called ano ther 
lady and he help ed put her in the bed . And she was get ting wors e and wors e ,  look 
like it would kill her aBd so her husb and thought he would get , you know , consult 
d i f f ' r ent physicians and he couldn ' t  never get any cure for her . 

S o  one d ay , he was long and sad , looking for s omeone and he met a man , and !h! 
man t old h im  that he knew his t roub le s , and then asked him how long his wife had 
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been s ick . And he said about two months . And so he said he could cure his wif e .  
S o  the man went on back t o  his hous e and told him - when he got t o  the steps he 
told him to b ring him a spad e .  He brough t him a spade and he dug up that little 
green b ot t l e .  Th e man what he met was a hoodoo himself , and he dug up the bot t le 
and carried it to some running water and threw the - opened the bot tle and threw 
the liQuid into the s tream , and threw the b ottle into the stream , too , both o f  
then , and didn ' t even look back and went on back t o  the house and he asked the 
lady how did she feel , and she sairl she was f eeling better all at once . And so 
he made up some kind o f  a mixture o f  herbs and rubb ed her up wi th it - rubbed her 
with it , and fixed some s tuf f in a bottle and told her to put it under the pi llow 
and let it  stay under there for about three days . And then a ft er he ' d  taken it 
from under her p illow ,  well , he ' d  taken and diggin '  in the front yard . you know , 
puts  it and buries it in the front yard in front of the gate - oppos ite the gate , 
and buried it deep enough so that no one could dig it  up or nothing could dig it  
up . And after he done that , why - af ter the three days he did as the man told 
him , and then the lady wa s getting along fine . 

And aft er she was getting along fine , the lady what tried to  kill her came -
you know , beg an to visi t  her . And she s een that she was get ting bett er and when 
she ' d  get there ; she came in one evening to see her . The lady was getting along , 
around the house do ing her work , and she was sitting up in the b ed .  That lady 
brought some fish , and she at e that fish and why hit kilt her . 

(I t killed her ? They killed the wife , you mean? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(That killed the wi fe? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
(What do you mean about the three days - I didn ' t  unders tand - you said some

thing about three days ? )  
Y eah , he told her for to let that - he f ixed some - a lit t le old bot tle of 

medicine - I don ' t know exactly what all the ingr edient s was , but he told her to 
put it under her pillow - under the lady ' s  pillow and let it stay under three day 
and then take it out and dig a deep hole in the ground and bury i t  deep enough so 
that nothing could dig it up . 

(He left it under the pillow for three day s ? )  
Yes ,  sir . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 l5) , 9 84 : 1 . ] 
883 . [Two class es of  pers ons were not included in the preceding margin-t itles 

regarding consultation :  the firs t b eing thos e who us e rel igious shrines ; the 
second those who approach the doctor by letter . Religious shrines I must present 
under separat e subsection Sain ts-Candles -A ltars . Material about doctors working 
by correspondence or at a dis tance is s cattered (see No . 858 , p . 29 6 , and No . 88 6 
p . 3l9 , and Dis tance or Abs ent Treatment in Index) but here is an examp le : ]  

Well , they say a man was livin ' in Kings tree , South Carolina , could do that . 
You j i s '  had to  write him - an '  j is '  wri te him an ' tell him that your [his ] wife 

DOCTOR 
DON ' T  HA VE TO MOVE 

ABSENT TREATMENT 

had left him ,  you know , an ' he wanted her back .  S o  this man 
wrote  back to him an ' to ld him t o  g ive h im s even dollah an ' 
send to him . Sure enough , he sold chickens an ' th ings like 
that an ' hogs unt il he got s even dollah , an ' he mailed it to 
him .  An ' he s ent him a letter back - j is '  writin ' . He say , 

"That ' s  all you got to do , j is '  s end me de money . " He say ,  "I  charge you s even 
dollah . "  He say ,  " I  even don ' t have t o  move" - h e  wouldn ' t  come up dere . An ' he 
say , "Your wi fe wil l  come back . " An ' sure enough she did . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . ,  
( 320) , 2 54 : 3 . ] 

884 . My great-grandmother was poisoned in some cabbages by one o f  her friends 
an ' sh e gave her the cabbage to eat an ' she ate it  an ' soon after she ate ' em she 
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was swo llen all up h er feet clean in her hips . An '  one o f  her friends went to 

BUSY DOCTOR 
s e e  her an ' she looked at her an ' s aid she thought she was hurt -
in fac t  this friend knew she was hurt an ' she told her she ' s gon ' a  
get a doator , a root doator , t o  do her s ome good . S o  s he went to 

get the doctor an ' when she g ot there he was so busy ' tending to s omeb ody else 
he j es '  told her whut t o  do fo r her . He told h e r  to t ake lys o l  an ' b a the in i t  
i n  hot water all ove r an ' take a dos e of vineg ar an ' Epsom s a l t  - m ak e  a dos e o f  
that t ogether .  She took i t  an ' when it worked th rough her l i t tle green things 
come righ t  out of her . [Wilming t on , N .  Ca r . , ( 30 l) , 2 28 : 1 . ] 

885 . A lady that I re ' lly know went and b ought somepin - it was in a li t t le 
b ox ab out that long , i t  was mai led t o  her from Conway , S outh Carolina . But she , 
you know , she wouldn ' t  show i t  to anyb ody no more than show i t  in th e b ox and 

GO HOME 
EVERYTHING ALL RI GHT 

t ake out one dem roots and show i t .  Some o f  i t  looked 
like li t t le marb les and s ome of it looked like gras s and 
s t i cks and di f f ' ren t th ings ,  you know , come out de woo ds . 
But dis man told her - she went to s e e  h im and h e  charged 

her twenty- f ive do llars - to ld her to go on back h ome and every thing would b e  all 
right . S o  she come on b ack home and when she get there , in two or three d ays de 
b ox came wit de things , yo u  know , by mail . She op ened it up and s how i t  t o  mah 
wi fe . Mah w i f e  came home and told me ab ou t i t , and told me why don ' I b uy s ome 
o f  dat kin ' a s tu f f  even though I don ' need i t . I don '  need any wi tchcraft , s ee , 
nothin ' l ike o f  the kin ' . And she ' s  b een in t roub le many a t ime and i t  don ' even 
cos ' her dime . She gets out every t ime . [Wi lmingt on ,  N . Car . , ( 26 2 ) , 2 58 : 7 . ] 

8 8 6 . Yo ' kin take dey underwear righ t  in de s eat an ' t ake it out s omewhere 
an '  b ury it an ' dat ' ll give yo ' pain all ovah , especially in all de j oints - j is ' 

YORE CASE 
WILL BE OKAY 

p ain an ' cont inue hurt in ' all de t ime . De re as on ah ' m  te llin ' yo '  
dis b ecuz ah had de s ame thing happ en tuh me y eah b efo ' las t ,  an ' 
ah ' d  wr i t t en a man a let tah an ' mai led him one dollah in i t  an ' h e  
s traigh t en i t  out fa ' me . 

(What d id he do - s end you s ome thing o r  tell what to do? ) 
H e  didn ' t s end me nuthin - didn ' t  tell me whut to do . J is ' wrote an ' tole me , 

s ays , "Yore cas e wil l b e  okay . "  An '  in fa ' or f ive day s  dat mis ery wus gone . 
(Did you wri te very far away f rom here to ge t  that done? ) 
Yes suh , a pretty g ood piece - I wro te t o  P a t t erson , Arkansas . [Lit t le Rock , 

Ark . , ( 9 0 0 ) , 1 4 7 3 : 6 . ] 
88 7 . Wel l , ah know a lady ovah heah in T ampa , that yo ' kin go to , an ' she ' l l 

s e t  chew down an ' b egin tuh t alk t o  yo ' - anoint a l i t t le s omepin in your head -

SHE WON 'T ANSWER DE LETTER 
(You go there and what does she t e l l  you to do? ) 
She t el ls you to go on back - s ay ,  "Well , j es t want 
de name . "  Den y o ' give her de name of de p eop le dat 

yo '  wan t s  to do any harm to ' em .  Den she ' ll get chew down an ' she ' ll ' noint yo ' 
wit s ome l i t t le oil in yore haid , an ' tell yo ' to go on b ack an ' take i t  easy an ' 
wr i t e  her j es t  how things comes out .  But she won ' t answer de let ter . Dat ' s  a ll 
she d oes . [ S t . P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 l ) , 1 5 9 8 : 3 . ] 

88 8 .  And that ' s another experi ence I had . You s e e , I ' m  kind o f  o l d  - I know 
a whole lat t a  things .  We ll , I had a friend once , years ago af ter I lost my firs t 

HE 'D NEVER WRITE YOU MUCH 

husb and - I ' ve had three husb ands and they al l dead -
and you know , he was a drunkard . And when he got to 
drinkin ' h e  was rough - he ' d  figh t me , he ' d  b i t e  too , 

he b it e  and knock , and h e  b i t  me on the shoulde r . I t  righ t there to show for 
i t s e l f . Ah told a lady one day , ah s ay ,  "You know Vander and he was fightin ' 
las t nigh t , "  and I s ay , " Vander b i t  me . "  

(What was his name ? ) 
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Vand er - Vander Graham . I s ay , "Vander b i t  me , "  and I s aid , " I  don ' t like i t  
nei th er , " I s ay ,  " comin ' b i t in '  me like I was a do g or no th in ' . "  

And she say , "Let me see i t , "  and I let her looked at i t  and sh e s ay ,  "Y ou got 
any chickens ? "  

I say , "Y es . "  
She s ay ,  "What kind o f  ch i ckens you h ave ? " 
I s ay , "I have al l kind - I have no special , th ey a l l  mixed up . "  
She say , "You h ave no b lack ch i cken s ? " 
I s ay ,  "Yes , I h ave a b lack hen - and she s e t t in ' though . "  
She said , "We ll , that ' s  more the b e t t er , " she s ay ,  " come on and I go h ome wi th 

you . "  
And we go on home and she went in and s ay ,  "Where i s  the b l ack hen ? " 
I showed ' e r and she went and runned ' e r  up . You know , qui t e  nat ch ' ra1 you 

run a h en up and she been se t t in '  there s o  long she do wha t  sh e g oin ' h ave t o  do . 
We ll , she did a wh ole lot . 

She s ay , "Wel l , tha t ' s  all I want . "  
And she ' d  t aken i t  and rubb ed it on this p lace [ the b i t e ]  and do you know th at 

ali h is teeth d ropp ed out . Not a too th d i d  he have . He wus j es '  as too th l es s as 
I am now - co ' s e  the do c tor had all o f  mine pulled ou t on ac count o f  my heal th , 
and th at ain ' t done me much good ' caus e i '  tain ' t no thin ' but that ole medicine , 
you know , th ey give you . 

And so he ' d  s i t  down t o de t ab le s ome t ime s eatin ' and he ' d  say , "Ugh , "  he s ay ,  
"you know , ah b e lieve I ' m  goin ' los e ev ' ry one o f  my teeth - th ey ' r e all loos e . " 

Ab s ay ,  "They is ? "  
An d  h e  s ay , "Yes . "  H e  s ay , " Ab  had a pret ty s e t  o f  t e e th . "  He didn ' t  have a 

d e c ay ed t e eth in his head . 
But thi s  old l ady put th is on me and she s ay ,  "Any t ime anyb ody b i t e  y ou , y ou 

s t op ' em f r om b i t ing you , "  she s ay ,  "j i s ' g i t  s ome b lack hen manure and put on 
th at p lace and let i t  heal up with i t , and they won ' t have no thin ' t o  b i t  with no 
more . "  I ' m t e l ling y ou it was true . 

(Aft er tha t  wh at happ ened ? )  
And when h e  le f t  me - now , I ' m goin ' tell you thi s . I runned h im away f r om me 

b e caus e he was too b ad drunkard and figh t in ' , but h e ' d  t ake c ar e  o f  me nice and 
every thing . He would dres s me nice and b uy p lenty of fo o d  and every thing , and h e  
b ough t a n i c e  l i t t l e  home and everyth ing for us , but oh ! he was awful drunk ' , y o u  
s e e , and f igh t ing all de time - al l de time he was drunk . He would work , h e  was 
smar t ,  but f rom S at ' day - he would c ome in Friday from his work , didn ' t  go back 
t i l l  Monday . He wo rked de [ tha t ]  way - all de t ime . And he ' d  come in with ' im 
a j ug o f  liquor and he wou ld drink and figh t  me - he would make me s it up all 
night long under a gun . 

(Und er a gun? ) 
Under a gun - have a gun on me and didn ' ' low me to clos e my ey es . I j us t  g o t  

s i ck o f  i t . An d  th is same Doctor T iggers - I h ad him run ' im on away from here . 
(How d id he run him away ? )  
I don ' t know - he never g ive me ant'thing , you s ee , but ch ew j us t  t e l l  him wha t 

you want , write h im ,  any th ing . Tell im wha t  chew want h im t o  do and wh en i t ' s  
done - h e ' d  s ay ,  you don ' t worry , eve ry th ing wi l l  come around all ri gh t . He ' d  
never write you much [see No . 887 , p . 3 19 ] . But h i t ' ll come j us t like he s ay .  He 
s ent him away from me and I h aven ' t s e en Vander s ince . 

(Wel l , why did he hold a gun at you th at way ? )  
We ll - me ? Jus t mean to keep me from go ing to s le ep . I ' d b e  s o  s leepy I ' d  b e  

j us t  noddin ' o ff and he ' d  s ay , "Wake up , " and curs e me . "Wake up - wake up o r  
I ' ll b low your b r ains out . "  I g o t  s i ck o f th at . But when h e  l e f t  me , h e  didn ' t  
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have no t ee th . I ain ' t g o t  none now b ut th e docto r ' s  p u l led mine - hi s ' n  dropp ed 
o ut . [ N ewport News , Va . , (482) . 509 : 1 .  ] 

8 8 9 . Dere wus a ole lady an ' sh e told me dat , to drive to de g r aveyard on a 
person dat ah know - j es t  ah wo uld b e  know in , him on de earth an ' he dies an ' ah 

ABOVE MAH 
JURISDICTION 

knows his full name . So when he die an ' ah know de man as good as 
ah know mah s e l f . S o  ah went to h e r . She t ole me whut t uh do , at 
twelve a ' clock - one minu t e  aft er twelve d at night ah mus t be tuh 
dis g rave , an I walk to his g rave , an ' she gived me a rod . De rod 

wus ' b out dat long ah b ' li eve [ d emons t r ates ] .  
(Long as your arm . )  

An '  ah t o le her that , "Ali think yo ' ve given me s omethin ' tuh do ab ove mah 
j urisdi c t ion - I wou ld no t b e  enab le tuh do dat . "  

Sh e s ays , "Why ? "  
Ah t ole her , ah say s , "Ah nevah have t alked to d e  dead . " 
She say , " I  t ain ' t  a thing - no mo ' den talkin ' tuh me . "  Dat I S  whut sh e s ay . 
Ah t ole he r .  " I t ' s  me an hard , b ut then , "  ah says , " I  couldn I t b at a eye an ' 

nob ody roun ' woul d  speak . " 
An '  ah wus to b e  tuh de head o f  dat g r ave j es '  lak in de time dat i t  twe lve 

a ' c lo ck . We l l , twe lve a ' c lo ck ah had tuh b e  right at de head o f  dat g rave , see , 
an ' call dis man by his full name . Jes ' lak mah name , ah ' d  c al l  mah full name -
c all h i s  name an ' he ' d  ask me whu t  do ah wan t . An '  ah would tel l him whu t  do ah 
want . He ' d  t e l l  me - well , ah axe him could he do des e ma t t ers , an ' h e ' d t e l l  me 
yes . Dat whut she s ay he did . 

We ll , ah didn ' t g o  - ah t ried . Den she changed i t  an ' t e l l  me to b e  down dere 
at one minute aftah tw elve a ' c lock t o  do des e mat tahs - ah ' d  h ave ' em t uh do mah
s e l f . Ah tole her , ah s ays , "Ah couldn ' t  do da t . "  

An '  she s ays , "Dere ' s nob ody in de worl ' have tuh s ee yo ' . "  
Ah t e l l  her , "We ll , where ah ' m  gon ' a hide at ? "  
She s ays , "Ah kin hinde r anybody f rom s eein '  yo ' . " [Make he r invis ib le . ]  
Ah s ays , "Maybe yo ' could but , "  ah says , "now , ah know p eop le p as s in ' de hi gh

way all de t ime an ' , "  ah says , " de man ah know is nearby on de h ighway . "  
She s ay s , "We l l , ah t e l l  yo ' whut chew do , "  s ay s , "yo ' go an ' b uy me a kni fe 

wi t fo ' b l ades on i t . "  
An ' s o  ah tole her , "We l l , ah kin 
Ah g one long out mah j ob - ah wus 

wrong c aus e an ' she could r ep lace me 
grave -

(Did you buy the kni f e  for her ? ) 

do dat . "  
put outen mah j ob ,  an ' she s ay s  i t  wus on a 
b a ck .  An ' s o  when ah s t ar t ed b ack t o  dat 

Yes s ir , ah b ought de kni fe - a fo ' b lade d kni fe , an ' she t o le me dat , she 
says - now , ah ' ll have to nus e  [ us e ]  d es e  words - she s ays , "Damn" - ah hand her 
de kni fe , she s ay ,  "De d amn s on-o f-a-b i t ch ,  ah ' m  goin ' cut his goddam has let 
loos e . "  

(H i s  wh a t  loos e? ) 
Cut his has le t loose . 
(What is that ? )  
Dat i s  whut ins ide h im .  She ' s  goin '  cut 

kni fe nevah wus nus ed [ us ed ] un t i l  she nus e 
(Has let - that is his ins ide - means his 

haslet . )  [ Heart , liver , e tc . , o f  an animal 
Ye s s ir - has let . 

i t  loos e wit d is new kni f e .  Dis 
it - ah d i dn ' t even open i t . 
guts ? I don ' t und ers tand the word -
when us ed for food . 1 

S o  ah g ive her de kni fe an ' she s ays , "Now , is yo ' g o t  five cents ? "  
All t o le her no . 
An ' she s ay , "Ah don ' t want f ive cents nei the r  - ah want a d ime . "  
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Ah tole her , "Well , dat ' s all de money ah ' m  got - ah b ough t de kni fe , ah a in ' t 
got but a d ime . "  

She s ay , "We l l , g ive it t o  me . "  
Ah hand s her d e  d ime an '  she s ays , "Yo ' come b ack ovah heah t omorrah an ' ah ' 1 1  

t ell y o ' exa c t ly whut ah done an ' whut wi ll happen . "  
S o  ah went b ack ovah den dat day an ' de next day an ' she s ays , "Ah had a t alk 

wit dat man . " 
Ah s ays , "Yo ' did? " 
She s ay s , "Yes . "  
Ah said , "We ll , den whut happ ened ? "  
She s ays , "Yo ' g o  ' way from heah an ' yo ' s t ay three days , an ' i f  he don ' t 

reply nob ody tuh yore home in des e three days , "  s ay ,  "yo ' come b ack tuh me . "  
An '  s o  ah t e l l s  he r ,  "We l l , ah kin do that . "  
Ah s t ayed the three d ay s  an ' a f te r de three days , ah went b ack ovah dere an ' 

she wus s i ck . 
Her daugh t er says , "We l l , .now , mama ' s s i ck t oday , "  an ' s ays , "yo ' 11 have t o  

come b a ck . " She s ay s , "S tay three days mo ' an ' come b ack . 11 Sh e s ay s ,  "Ah c an ' t 
claim dat chew ' ll b e  s ucces s fu1 . "  

Ah tole her , "Well , ah hope ah do . "  
An '  a f t er ah went back de three days whu t h er d augh t er t o le me , she says , "Mah 

mama don ' t  g i t  no b e t t ah . 1 I 
Ah s ays , "No ? " 
An ' ah s ays roughhan ' ,  "Ah knew yo ' all b ought h er dis kni f e "  - yo ' know , ah 

s ays t o  her d aughter , I s ays , "Mayb e ' s t i d  o f  she cut t in , de man ' s  has let in two , 
mayb e h e cut hers in two - she let de kni f e  got away from he r . "  

She s aid , "Did chew b ough t her a kni f e ? " 
I t o l e  her , "Yeah . "  
She s ays , " Ah ' m  gon I a  kins ul t mama an ' f in '  out s omep in con cern in , o f  dat 

kni fe , to s ee is she got dat kni f e  or whut did she done wi th i t . "  
Ah says , " I t ' s  a b rand-new knif e , "  an ' ah s a id , l 1 i t ' s  a good one , too , an ' she 

s aid it wus de very kni fe dat she needed . "  
S o she says , "Well , yo ' come back tomo rrah an ' when ah done kinsult mama , I ' ll 

tell yo ' when yo ' go in to her an ' let yo ' an ' her h ave a p rivate talk . " 
Ah tole her , "We l l , ah ' d b e  migh ty g lad - ah would l ike to s ee her anyhow to 

s ee whut sh e wus doin ' . 1 1  

S o  de next d ay ah went b a ck an ' s h e  says , "Now , yo '  1 1  have tuh s e t  chere one 
hour b efo ' kin ah let chew see her . "  

S o  ah s o t  dere an ' sot dere - had mah wat ch an ' could s ee whut t ime ah ' d  s o t  
down dere , an ' d e  one hour dat ah ' d  s o t  dere , s h e  comed out an ' s h e  s aid , "Now , 
yo ' kin go in an ' s ee her . "  

T ime ah walk in , she s ays , "Why is dat chew ? " 
Ah tole her , "Yes mam , dis is me . "  
Says , "Yo ' haven ' t  go t any answer ? "  
Ah to le , "No mam , ah didn ' t got any . "  
Says , "Why? " 
Ah t ole her , "Ah couldn ' t tel1 . I I  

An' s h e  says , "Uell , yo ' ll g i t  a n  answer tonight . "  Say , "Ah ' m  s i ck b u t  
chew ' ll g i t  an ' answer tonigh t . "  

Ah tole her , "Ah will ? 1 I 
She says , "Yes . "  
An ' whut happ ened den - de next mawnin ' she d i ed - she d i ed . She nevah didn ' t  

f inish dat - ah will c all i t  a s to ry ,  she nevah didn ' t f inish d e  s to ry out to me .  
But eve r ' th ing dat she asked me tuh do , wh ile she wus ab le tuh do dese great 
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me ri t s , why ah did ' em  fo ' mah p art an ' she s ays ah had nuthin tuh do now an ' i t  
all l i e d  i n  h er han ' s .  

[ I  reques t i on th e info rmant . ]  
(We l l , now what did she t ell you in the b eg inning - wh at did sh e t e l l  y ou 

that you had t o  do ? What wer e all the ins t ru c t i ons that she g ave you ? ) 
We l l , de ins t ructions dat sh e give me ab out de g rave now , she s ay s , " At twe lve 

a '  clock " - ah nevah didn ' t g o .  
(What d id she t e l l  you t o  do - tha t ' s  what I want to know . ) 
She t ole me tuh b e  t o  de g rave a t  twelve a ' c lo ck .  One minut e a f t ah twe lve ah 

wus t o  c all dis man full name - s ee , call him by his full name . S ee , j es ' lak 
his name Richard , call h im Ri ch ard s o- an ' -s o  an ' ask h im - t el l  him whut did I 
want done . An ' h i s  wo rds would b e  to me , h e  co uld do it . Yo ' unders tand , dat 
whut she t e l l  me - dat he could do i t . 

An '  ah s aid to her , "Ah nevah did t a lk to de daid . "  
She s ays , " I f yo ' do dat , dey wi l l  either h ave tuh put chew tuh wo rk or leave 

dis t own ,  an ' leave it at once . "  
(We l l , all you have to do was j us t  t o  call the man ' s  name - you didn ' t t ake 

any th ing out of the graveyard or what ? )  
Den , ah had a rod - yo ' know ah t o l e  yo ' ab out d e  rod . Ah h ad a rod an ' s h e  

gived m e  a p ap ah s ack - ah don ' t know whe th er t h e  papah s ack wus dpessed or no t , 
an ' she g i ve me d i s  rod b ut ah nevah didn ' t go .  

(We ll , what did she t ell you t o  do w ith that s tu f f  - that rod? ) 
Righ t to de t ender part o f  his ches t , heah - ah wus t o  s ound i t  righ t  down 

there . De fus t thing ah do , wus s ound dat round down in de t ender p ar t  o f  his 
ch es t . An '  when ah do that , then ah would go to t akin ' t o  h im .  After den , wh en 
ah g i t  de rod wh ere ah want i t , an ' all o f  de dirt dat would be t o  dat rod - but 
nevah yo ' turn around . I f  yo ' d id i t  on dis s ide an ' yo ' face wus he aded no ' th 
or wes ' , yo ' h o I ' yore face j es t lak dat . Den yo ' walk roun ' by de foo t o f  de 
grave an ' yo ' pull dat foo tb o ' d up an '  yo ' b ring it on round an ' c arry it t o  de 
haid . Den y o ' pull dat haidbo ' d  up an ' go right on roun ' an ' p lace to de foot . 
Se e .  An '  i f yo '  do th at - an ' when yo ' g i t  to de foo t , yo ' sp eak a word , j es '  
s ays , "L o rd b e  with me , Lord b e  wi th me in my undertakin ' . "  An '  she s ays ,  said 
de man ' ll make a wo rd - dat i s  de dead man - s aid h e ' d  make a answer , s ay s , "Yo ' 
kin b eg h im tuh b e  with yo ' • " But [ "he ' d  make a answer " ]  "Ah am with yo ' an ' 
wha t s omevah yo ' s ay t o  me ah ' 1 1  f i l l ful i t . "  S e e . Now , whe ther i t  wus [would 
h ave b een ] done-d o r  no t , ah d on ' t  know . 

(Now , what we re you go ing to do with th at dirt that s t ayed on the rod? ) 
Whut ah d i d  wi t dat dirt ? Ah wus tuh t ake it b ack to her - put i t  in dat s ack 

an ' t ake i t  b ack to her . An ' then when I ' d  t ake i t  b ack t o  her , I wouldn ' t  know 
whu t  she done t o  dat dir t  or nuth in o f  de kind . But when sh e fix i t  up an ' g ive 
to me , why ah could go anywhe re an ' wh en ah s peak , it would be j es '  de s ame lak 
ah don ' t  know whut [ ah ]  had spoke - j es '  lak ah were workin ' wit chew or s omepin 
o f  de k ind [ l ike I emp loyed h im ]  an ' ah go t uh work an ' g i t  d i s  apaf�oman - a 
th ing l ak d at - an ' she would t ake i t  an ' fix i t  up an ' den [ a ft er ] she would fix 
d at dir t up , everywher e dat ah l d go , ah h ave t uh c arry dat dir t . When d e  package 
da t  she put it in - i f  i t  g it bad , why den she ' d  g ive me o dahs [ o rders ] to put 
ano thah p i e ce ovah it to keep it f rom was t in ' . [ She could not rep air this hand 
wi tho ut permis s ion . ] 

(When you wouldn ' t  go out to that g r aveyard , then she told you to b uy her the 
kn i fe ? )  

Yes s ir . 
(But she d idn ' t t e ll you wha t  she was going t o  do with that knif e ? )  

No , sh e  didn ' t t ell me - e r , yes she did . 
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She says , "De damn son-o f-a-bitch , ah ' s  go in ' cut his has le t loos e , "  s ay ,  
"yo ' givin ' me de right thing when yo ' git  me dis kni fe . "  She s aid , "Dis  heah 
knife  nevah haven ' t  been nused? " 

Ah tole her , "No , mam , it  nevah haven ' t  been nus ed - ah b ought it . "  
She looked it  ovah , she s ays , "Jes ' de thing ah want - de very thing ah want . " 
Af ter ah give her de kni fe - lak dis even in , an ' she to le me about how ah 

would g i t  an answer twixt dat an ' tomorrah mawnin ' -
(You didn ' t get the j ob back but i f  she hadn ' t  died you would have got ten it ? )  
Ah would have got i t  - yes s ir , ah ' d  a-go t it . [ Flo rence , S .  Car . , ( 130 2) , 

2 202 : 10 . ] 
890 . Well , 

Geo rge County , 
there was a girl who had b een born and raised in the country [King 
Virginia ] .  She decided to go to the city [Washing ton , D . C . ] t o  

work . She made h e r  home wi th s ome relatives . The gi rl , b eing 
very fair ,  through her personali ty she s eemed to take th is 
woman ' s  husb and f rom her enti rely . After years and years of 

ORDERS DISOBEYED 
EXCUSE 

int imacy they had s ome fami ly troub le . She tri ed to fix the 
girl so her husband would have no other care for her . Her husband had gotten s o  
b old with h e r  that he took h e r  out to open p laces - o f f  o n  long trips where he 
couldn ' t  take his wi f e  and chi ldren . After awhile this girl was taken down 
serious ly ill . After a thorough examination the doctor decided that th e girl 
should go t o  a tub erculosis s anitarium . Her mo ther o f  cours e h ad her s ent the re . 
Af ter several weeks s t ay the doctors there finally couldn ' t  do anything for her 
so  she returned to he r home . And after being put under her former doctor ' s  care 
h e  give her up saying there was noth ing he could do . The girl o f  cours e b eing 
very fair turned very dark during her s i cknes s .  When the doctor said he couldn ' t  
do anything , her mother came under the conclus ion that some fo rm o f  cunjupation 
had b een pe rformed . 

She brought the girl to her former country home and had a cunjuPation doctor 
vis it her , I don ' t  know who she was , to work upon her . The doctor told he r , �, 
she had b een tricked, who had tricked her , and how it had been done . The woman 
[wife ] had someone perform the act . She took some fluid from her [ girl ' s ]  body -
yes , her monthly fluid , put it in a b ottle and p ut i t  in a corner o f  th e closet 
in Washington . She tole her to take this bot tle and throw it over in th e river . 
She told her she should s tay on this side over the river [ the Potomac ] and not go  
back to her city home and she would get well . 

The girl s tayed home for several months . After getting we ll , as she thought , 
she decided there was nothing anyone on that end could do to her i f she would be  
careful , s o  she returned back to the city . She one nigh t was invi t ed to th is 
s ame home and she ins is ted upon drinking wine and eating cake . We ll , on that 
night  on re turning home from the party she was taken desperately ill again . The 
doctor s aid i t  was the same thing as before . There was nothing for h er to  do 
but to go b ack to the country ai r .  S o  her mother s everal days a fter that took 
her b ack home to the cunjuration doctor again . The doctor to ld her that she had 
disob eyed her orders . She s aid she had b een tricked by thes e s ame people , taking 
wine , that she had a double dose in her system and she wasn ' t ab le to do anything 
for her . S everal days after that the girl died very quickly . They buried her 
p rivately . He r mo ther knew and other friends knew . Becaus e she turned so b lack 
they didn ' t  want he r to b e s een .  [ Frederi cksburg , Va . ,  ( 75 ) , Ed . ; King George 
Co . , 1933 . ]  

891 . There was once a lady and I us ed to b e  good friends . And so her husb and 
wrote me a lettah and sent it through de mai l , and he didn ' t  s ign the name to it . 
And s o  I was asking dif f ' rent one of my frien ' s  did they know who i t  came from 
and they said no . So I as t de lady one day - I thought mayb e she j is t p lay in ' a 
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j oke on me - and I as t her did she write it . And she s aid no . But she s aid she 

TO SEE 
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would look at it and t ell who handwrit ing it was . And the 
minute she looked at it , she s aid it was her husb and ' s .  And 
so she snat ched it and ran out o f  mah house j i s ' like she had 
found some money . 
And [ later] she came on and she tried to raise a fuss with me 

in de s t reet befo ' a crowd o f  peop le , but I wouldn ' t pay any attention to her . 
So later , two weeks , she came t o  mah hous e . And I j is '  thought maybe she j is '  
come in there on a li t t le visit , and I reckon she did . So when she left I said 
O . K .  I went t o  d e  door wi th he r and I half- shut d e  doah [ a fter her departure] . 
And so I went to vork dat momin ' - that was on a Sat iday . And dat evenin ' I 
commence feelin ' - mah fing ah got s t i f f , I couldn ' t us e  that hand that night . I 
tole my mothah ab out it . She bathed me in some keros ene , b ecuz she though t mayb e 
it was - j is '  was come from co ld and so  she b athed me in thi s  kero s ene . 

And de next momin ' I didn ' t  s eem to feel any b ettah .  And I couldn ' t  use this 
hand , you know , dis whole arm . And it went on down in the feet . Becuz my mothah 
i s  a Ho Ziness woman - and sh e thought mayb e i f  she got some of her Saints [ fellow 
wo rshippers ] to p ray wit me , I would get all right . And so she got ' em to pray 
wi t me . But it didn ' t seem to do any good . 

So Tuesday - I didn ' t ache any at all dat Monday night - s o  that Tuesday night 
she called Dr . Somebody . Well ,  he came . He said he thought i t  was a rheumatism . 
And i t  was down in mah feet - it  had left mah body and fell in mah foo t . And he 
s aid - he gave me a pe ' s c rip tion . But when I taken this medicine it  s eem like 
dat j is '  made me ache dat much more . And so she c alled him again and he s aid he 
didn ' t  know nuthin but de rheumatism . And I j is '  suf fered like dat hurtin ' an '  
hurt in ' fo r about two months . And so she had j is ' told several peop le ab out i t  
an ' they said  they didn ' t know anything unless it was the rheumat ism . '  

And so they s aid dey knowed a man named Geo rge or s omepin [ "a well-known root 
worker o f Wilmington" - Note inc luded in my penci l  trans crip t ion made soon af ter 
int erview ] .  But anyway , they s aid dis man could work �ots. And when she went 
to dis man - and he said he could tell it and give me a t reatment for f i fteen 
dollahs down . And she s aid that she didn ' t have it all right then , but she paid 
him some down and he gave her some kind of medicine . And she s ay it was made out 
of s ome kind of  St . Joseph ' s  roots [ ei ther the doctor ' s own name or a commercial 
product like several others b earing a s aint ' s  name ] . And she gave me it . And I 
t aken about two t reatment s or two o r three from him and I s aw where it  was doin ' 
me a lit tle good . And it cont inued to about two months and I got all right a 
lit t le bit . 

And then he said that he could secure de thing dat was really de mat tah . And 
so he found some !'Oots buried under de doors tep in a b ot t le - looked l ike it was 
litt le verms [worms ] on dis root . He showed it to mah mo thah ; he wouldn ' t let me 
see nuthin . He s ay i f  I didn ' t look at ' em ,  s ay he could make this spell leave 
me - make this so it would leave me . And i t  lef t . But he s ay I wouldn ' t  feel 
all that sore-ines s , but i t  would leave me enough that I could b e ab le to walk . 
And so I s tarted to walkin ' on crut ches and gradj ' ly it  left me . [ Wi lmington , N .  
Car . , ( 2 71) , 190 : 5 ;  in 1934 . ] 

89 2 . Ab out fif teen years ago [ 19 2 2 ]  I was workin ' to a p lace an ' didn ' t seem 
like de peop les s eemed to like de vay I was gittin '  along . I was gittin ' along 

purty well . [Then he b ecomes ill . ] An ' come along a co lored 
SPECIMENS LABELED fellah and his wife an ' he told me , he s ay ,  they had buried 

somepin around the place where I worked at to  throw me out 
mah j ob an ' make me unhealthy . So he as t me - he was out de woods - there ' s  a 
weed in de woods they call gall of de earth . I told [ him ] I did not [ know it ] . 
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He s ay ,  "We ll , you come an ' I ' l l show i t  to yah . [ I t was ] a little b lack p lace 
right down in d e  branch here [ near Hartsvi l le , S .  Car . ] an ' he t ake me down th ere 
an ' s ays , "Wi ll you know this when you s ee it again ? " I tole ' im , "Yes , I think 
s o . "  But I ain ' t  s een none o f  it around heah [Wi lming t on ,  N .  Car . ] .  I ' ve been 
lo okin ' close for i t  th inkin ' I ' d  s tay in tetch with it . S o  he had me to s end 
an ' g i t  s ome vineg ar . 

[ P revio us ly ]  I to le him mah right feet was swe ll up four t imes b ig as mo rnin 
[ no rmal ] - mah leg up to mah hip . I had to d rag it . 

An ' he put on a kit tle an ' hea t s  s ome water . He put co okin ' s a l t , vinegar an ' 
chamber Zye , s ome sun- cure [ rather than smoke- cured ] tob ac co in i t , and s tr ained 
i t  out an ' thi s  gall o f  the e arth , an ' he b o i led it ab out f ive minutes . Then he 
go t de fo o t  tub and he put a cove r over it like thi s , an ' he s t ir red i t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  an ' he kep ' feelin ' i n  i t  an ' i t  got s o he t o le m e  to p u t  mah f e e t  i n  i t . H e  
t o ok des e leaves o f  th i s  gall o f  d e  earth - they ' s  about dat wide I reckon an ' 
ab out dis long , lo ok kin ' a like s omep in dey call dog tongue [ =  hound ' s - tong ue ] , 
[ us e d  thes e leaves ] like a c lo th , an ' he bathed mah leg down [mag i c  r i t e  o f  down

ward ] and feet . An '  then he took de other hand ful o f  g reen s tu f f , gall o f  de 
ear th leaves . He b eat ' em  up an ' he put de s alt an ' [ co rn ]  meal in i t , an ' then 
he taken s ome o f th i s  same s tu f f  he bathe mah feet wi th an ' damp en it good all 
over an ' b ind mah leg down dis like I ' d  wrapp ed it around a wound . An '  d e  nex t 
mornin ' I could walk . De swe llin ' , ever ' b i t  o f  it was gone . An ' it ain ' t never 
hur t  me in that ankle s ince , b ut ever ' yea r I h ave a hurtin ' in de hip along 
b e tween now [ Feb ruary ] an ' de spr ing of de year . 

(How di d h e  s ay you were hurt? ) 
He dug - was some kin ' a  b o t t le ab out hal f as b ig as tha t brown bot tle yonde r ,  

ab out a ha lf pint , an ' i t  was a lata diff ' rent kin ' a  roots in it . I don ' t know 
what dey was in i t . An '  he took i t  an ' he shuck it up an '  h e  looked at i t  an ' he 
put s ome kin ' a  s eal on it an ' done some markin ' on de paper [he pas t ed on the 
b o t t le ] w i th a pencil an ' h e  t o le me did I know way dey a runnin ' s tream was . I 
t o le him yes . He as t me how fer i t  was . I t o le ab out a half o f  mile . S o  he 
said , "We l l , you arrange to git dere an ' throw it in dere at twe lve o ' clo ck mid
nigh t . "  He s ay ,  "When you g i t  dere , you j is '  s ay , ' Be tween the Fa. ther , S on and 
the Ho ly Ghos t ,  b es ide me dere is no o ther [ only time I ever heard th is unus ual 
addi t i on , ' an ' throw it righ t  over your head , b e  s ure you throw i t  in the wa t e r , 
an ' don ' t look b ack at i t . "  He s ay , "Go on b ack home . "  

An '  den a f t er dat he went o f f  an ' died an ' I never could t e l l  no more ab out i t  
b y  m e  changes p laces [moving ] comin ' over h er e  [ t o Wi lming ton ] . Thi s  happ ened in 
Ha rtsvi lle , S outh Caro l ina . [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 3 1 2 ) , 2 40 : 1 ;  I interviewed 
his w i f e  ( 313) , next . ] 

89 3 .  [ The following story from my original p enc i l  trans c rip t ion is ab out as 
exact as I c ould repro duc e the record ed t ext . I t  shows s ome o f  th e di f f i culties 
o f  t rans crib ing ; a matter I have dis cus s ed in the Introduc t i on : ]  

Mah a ' nt [ aunt ]  vus [was ] name Ella . She vure [were ] pyzon [poisoned]  on 
branch vat ah [water]  dey [ there ] vure she drinked de vat ahs from . A lady didn ' t 

DRINKING WATER TESTED 
AND 

COST DOUBLE MONEY 

1ak [ like ] ' er e  De lady ' s  name vure Reb ecca . She ain ' t 
lak ' er e Mah a ' ntie had took ' er husban ' avay f rom ' er 
an ' she vure mad vi d mah a ' n t an ' she t o le ' er ,  she s ay ,  
"E lla , ah ' m  gain ' gi t chao fer dis i f  i t  b e  las ' t '  ing ah 
do . "  An '  she done i t . She ain ' t  had no idee she g a in ' 

put nut t in [ = nothing in ] de vatah vay [where ] she dr inked . An ' she vent down 
tah de b ranch an ' put s omepin [ s omething in ] de vatah . 

(What she put in th e wa t er . ) [ I  unknowing ly dropp ed my did showing I was 
c oncentr�t ing in an e f fort t o  unders tand him . ] 
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Ve 11 , vhen de [ roo t ] doctah tes t [ ! ! ! ] d e  vat ah [ he s aid ] dey [ Reb e cca an ' � er 
docto r ]  put some ' erb medicine in de vat ah . Aftah she [ go ]  down dey an ' got a 
dose o f  i t  - she dr ink-d i t  - she vent t ah f allin ' o f f , g ot poah , got bony , ain ' t 
know vhut [wha t ]  t ah do f er huhs e1f . Nobody cain ' t  do ' er no good - [medi ca l ]  
do ctah cain ' t d o  ' er n o  good . 

An '  un [ one ] d ay a co lo red fellah come ' long an ' t o le ' er - a roo t  doctah . He 
tole ' er ,  he s ayed , I ILady "  - he ain ' t know ' e r name - h e  s ay ed , "Lady ,  yah hurt . " 

He s ay ,  "Ah kin curah [ cure ] yuh fer j is '  a lit t le ' mount of money . " An '  she 
s ayes [ s ay s , no t se z ] , "Al l  righ t e e , vhut ' s de mat t ah wid me? " He s ay ,  "Ab kin 
t e ll yah . "  He s ay ,  "Yah pizoned . "  He s ay', "Yah got yoah dose from vat ah . "  She 
s ay , "Vhure de vat ah from? 1 I  He s ay , "Ab don ' t [ know ] vay de vatah f rom , but y ah 
got pi zoned in some vatah , 1 I he s ay ,  " an '  yah pay a litt le ' mount o f  money , a 
do1 1ah down , ah ' 11 put chah on yah feet . "  She s ay ,  I IVe 11 , come on in de hah s e  
[hou s e ] an ' 1e ' m e  t a lk tuh yuh . "  

He tuck ' er on in de hahse an ' he doctah on ' er .  [ He s ays ] "Ve 11 , yeh go down 
l ong ' b out a mi le from heah an ' yah gi t yuh s omE3 alder root . "  An ' she s ay ,  "Ab 
don ' t  know whut alder root is . "  An '  he s ay ,  " I f yah come on an ' go wid me an ' 
ah ' ll show yeh , "  he s ay ,  " i f  ah go , i t  goin ' c os t doub le money , an ' [ that is ] vhy 
ah tole yuh . "  She s ay , " Ve I l , ah [ don ' t ]  caah [ care ] how much money it cos t 
' cep t so I g i t  on mah feet agin . "  

An ' a f t ah [ that ] dey vent on down in dere t uh de fahk [ fork] o f  de road , run 
vay down in de vood s , an ' g o t  alder root an ' tuck dat an ' made t ea of d at . An ' 
she drinked it . Aftah he mad e  dat t ea , verms an ' b ug s  come from uh to [ through ]  
uh b owels . An ' roun ' ' b out mont [month ] a f t ah dat she got a reli e f  f rom i t , an ' 
[ h e ] t ole uh keep on drinkin ' dat roo t  t ea . 

An ' aftah vhile she go t huh f e e t  s o  she could lay aroun ' de hahs e an ' da t same 
' uman [woman ] come to huh doah an ' tole uh , she s ay ,  "E l la , "  s ays , "yah git tin ' 
on yoah feet , ain ' t  choo ? "  "Yesuh , "  she s ay .  "Ve1l, i f  yuh s ay I hurt �, but 
I ain ' t hurt cho o ; but I vi11 hurt chah i f  yuh do me b ack t a lk about anyt ' ing . "  
An ' she run an ' pushed de doah , c los e i t  in huh face an '  s ay ,  "S tay avay from mah 
doah cuz yah done caus e me 1ak to die on ' coun t  o f  pizon me . I I  Sh e s ay ,  "I ain ' t 
pi zon y eh . "  She s ay , "Yeh did pizon me , "  an ' she cos [ c lo s e ]  de doah righ t  in 
huh face . An '  d en she kno ck o f f  de doah an ' s ay ,  "Dat ' ll b e  all righ t . "  

An ' de s ame doctah come d ere dat s ame d ay an ' tole huh , he s ay , "Dat ' s de 
' uman dat pi zon yah . "  An ' a f t ah dat she 1 e f ' , he turnt i t  b ack on de ' uman , an ' 
de ' uman died in roun ' ' b out two y ear a f t ah dat . 

[ nA Neg ro down on the Sound - this happ ened down on the S ound - his voice i s  
c l ear but d i f ficult t o  t rans crib e "  - commen t wri t t en o n  my ori ginal penci l  t ran
s crip t i on ; wh ich is att ached t o  fina l  MS ; b o th comment and t rans crip t ion made 
s o on a f t er in terview . Th e S ound was Pam1ico : " 3 11 Wi l li e  Jones - New Bern , N .  C . 
[ [ regi on ] ] - fai r "  - Numbers Boo k  1 36- 31 7 . ]  [Wi lming t on ,  N .  Ca r . , ( 311) , 239 : 4 . ] 

894 . A g i r l  named Clara B . , she was goin ' wi th a b oy named Johnnie , and de 
gir l dat Johnnie used t o  go with got mad wi th Johnnie and she got s ome kind o f  
a dus t like , it seemed like i t  was s ome s awdus t like , and s h e  took it and put 

i t in Johnni e ' s  c lothes . And wh en Johnnie put on h is clothes , his 
ANTI S EP S I S  moudt turnt from h e r e  all away roun ' t o  there , turnt way r oun t here , 

j us t  as if s omebody would t ake your moudt and turn it around j us t  
like d a t  [ demons trates ] .  And Clar a  took him i n  Kins t on [North Carolina ] , and de 
man t o ld him to t ake s ome s ulphur and j is t  dus t his s e l f  all over in d e  s ulphur , 
and t ake his clothes and burn ' em  up . He ' d  have to b urn a l l  his c lo thes what 
he wore up s ince de time he s t ar t ed goin ' wi th Clar a , and he ' d  have to wear new 
clothes . And he told him to take s ome o f  this s ame su lphur o f  wh at qe dus t ed 
hims e l f  wid and put i t  roun ' her door and roun ' her gate , and put nin, g rains 



328 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hya t t  Foundat ion -

of corn dere . And i t  
[ Wi lmington , N .  Car . , 

whi sk b room , p . 10 . ]  

turnt right back on de girl [ and h er mo uth b ecame awry ] . 
( 2 6 7 ) , 2 6 3 : 1 ;  in Wi lming ton , 19 32 ; f o r  more antisepis , see 

89 5 .  Sh e kin b r ing 
three ounce of potash , 

BEGIN RITE BY REMOVING 
HARD LUCK SP IRITS 

dis man back. She kin take s ome sulphur , she kin take 
an ' den she kin take s ome s al t  - ab ou t a teas poonful of 

tab l e  salt - an ' put all dat together . Why , ah s een dat 
done . Ah s e en de lady when she was mixing i t  up - see , 
caus e she was calling hers e l f  learning me . She t akes 
dis s tuff an ' she g oes out an ' she make a oath - cuss , 

s ee . Ah s ay ,  "Why yo ' do da t ? "  She s ay ,  she ' s  dumping all de hard- Zuck spirits 
away from her , s ee , an ' g i t tin ' th ing s out de way . An '  s ure ' nu f f  shor t ly a f ter 
den - ab out a week or s omepin like dat - de man appeared . S ee . 

(What di d she do with this s tuff then? ) 
S he took th is s tu f f  an ' buried i t  und er her do ' s t ep . S e e . 
(Br ing this man b ack . ) 

Yas suh tub b r ing h im b ack . [ S t .  P etersb ur g , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 160 7 : 1 . ] 
896 . I had a uncle , he went crazy and s taye d  crazy ab out , I reckon ab out 

thr ee years . They kep ' him home that long and then th ey s en t  him to Goldsb o ro 

P REVENT IVE MEDICINE 
CARRIED TO EXTREMES 

[ Nor th Carolina , to the asylum ] and he s tay ed up th ere a 
long time . And s o  a few years b ack they went and got him 
and br ought him b ack home and he was s t i l l  cr azy . So they 
s ent for a fe llah from down South to c ome down her e . He 

told ' em that he ' d  cu re h im for twenty- f ive dol lars . S o  he t aken and brough t a 
big bot tle of medicine th ere for h im ,  root medicine , give him that . Then he put 
s omepin under the s t eps for him so nobody couldn ' t  git in there to do h im no harm . 
He wouldn ' t  le t him take no thin ' that nob ody g ive him . He took a li t t l e  b ag and 
go t s ome kind o f  s and , they s ay he wen t  to the graveyard and got s ome s and , and 
put s ome more li t t le s tuff in that , s ome ro cks he b rough t wi th him , and wrahpped 
i t  up right t igh t and put it under the s t eps . He had to go to the [ Wrightvi 11e ] 
Sound to git s ome s a l ty water to s oak i t  in , throwed i t  all over that s tuff , he 
s ays , so nob ody couldn ' t  git it up . And th en he g ive h im s omepin t o  wear . He 
give him a b e lt to wear r ight nex t to h is meat and put a dime on each one of his 
legs . And he come to gi t all righ t . [Wi 1ming �on , N .  Car . , ( 249 ) , 245 : 9 .  I I  Two 
miles on thi s  s ide o f  Hemps tead , a pl ace (Negro community ) dey call Browntown , "  
19 3 3 . See Negro p lace-names in I ndex . ] 

89 7 .  I come to t e ll yah a l i t t le short s tory that happ ened mah a ' nt once -
she was in Georgia , she in At lant a .  Mah g ran ' mo ther moved down there . An ' she 
[ th e  aunt ) was goin ' wi th a boy an ' the b oy had ano ther g i r l  an ' th is gir l had 

BURIED OBJECT 
STERILI ZED 
BEFORE HANDLING 

hated her an ' she got s ome of her hair an ' di f f ' r ent li t t le 
o ther mixture - I don ' t  know whut i t  was - an ' s ewed i t  up in 
a rag an ' s lide it up under her doo r s t ep . An ' she got it [ the 
spel l ] , an ' she b ecome s i ck .  An ' one day ,  i t  was mah g ran ' 
mothe r washin ' , a man come over , a root worker ,  an ' ask her 

did she have some one s i ck an ' she told him yes s ir , it was her daught er wus s i ck .  
He ask her let him go in there an ' look at her an ' he wen t in th er e an ' he looked 
at her an ' say she was in p retty bad shape - y ou know , she was hurt by th is girl . 
An '  he made some medic ine . He put dime in s ome milk an ' pepper an '  s al t  - h e  
j is ' s t ir i t  aroun ' an ' she took it . An ' he looked under de doo rs tep an ' h e  got 
th is hair an ' s tuff tha ' wus under de doors tep s ewed up in r ag ,  an ' he had to put 
sulphur an ' s tu f f  on it b e fore he touched it - i f  h e don ' t  it would of made him 
s i ck .  An '  dat evenin ' she was ab le enough to p lay b all wid d e  other ch i ldr en . 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 299b ) , 223 : 1 ;  in 19 2 7 . ]  

89 8 .  And the b o t t le [ that the root doctor found buried under informant ' s  
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hous e ] ,  tha t he g o t  to turn up s ide down . H e  s aid he h a d  to turn it up s ide down -

AT LEAST UP S IDE DOWN 
it mo re o r  less ki ll you , i f  he don ' t do no thin ' fer it . 
So he had de b o t t le turn up s ide down . [Wilming t on , N .  
Ca r . , ( 2 8 9 ) , 20 7 : 3 . ] 

8 9 9 . A g i r l  hurt me , got b etweeen me and a boy . I had two ch ildren for him .  I 
was not i cin ' how she come aroun ' and talk t o  h im and thing s , and I didn ' t  p ay i t  

BEWITCHED ARTI CLE 
MUST BE HANDLED BY 

DOCTOR 

no mind . I t aken it fo r a j oke . Well , i t  wasn ' t  a j oke . 
And so this g i r l  got b e tween me and him . And s o  she got my 
t ra ck and got two thr ee-p enny nails , she go t my left t rack ,  
and put them in a li t tl e  whi te sack and b ury i t  under mah 
doo r .  And s o  mah feet went to swel ling , and legs , and I 

didn ' t p ay i t  much a t t ent ion . I worked right on . And a fter awhile I g o t  s o  I 
couldn ' t  you know , it p ained me . So I went de doctor and the do c t o r  he b athed 
me for i t , and it looked like all he did wouldn ' t  do me no good . S o  an old lady , 
she lived a roun ' there , t old me t o  go t o  s ome kind o f  other , a roo t doctor . And 
I did . And s o he told me that I was hurt , and told me I couldn ' t g i t  it up f rom 
de doo r .  He s ays I have to g i t  s omeb o dy else to g i t  it  o r  g i t  him .  S o  I give 
h im a do llar and told him to dig it up from mah door . So he did . And he told 
me wh at i t  was . And s o  he say he ' d  t ake this s tuf f  and put it t o  her door and 
that ' s  the onlyes t way he could have i t  turned off of me . And he turned i t  back 
on her . We ll , she was in the s ame condi t ion . I go t well . [ Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , 
( 24 0 ) , 1 63 : 2 ;  in 1 9 3 3 - a no t e  o f  mine reading , "Th e o ther g i r l , however , married 
the man . " ]  

9 00 . Dey did i t  with mah bro thah . We ll , dey t ook one o f  de dead b ones out 
of i t , out of de dead person rib - de las t rib on de le f t  s i de . An' dey cut dat 
rib into th ree parts an ' make it as near like a cros s ,  s e e , an ' den wrap i t  an ' 

s ew it int o a p iece o f  c loth , red f lannen , an ' den d ey put 
DIS �N DUG IT UP b la ck peppah , salt an ' gravey ard dirt in that , an ' bury i t  

right a t  d e  f ront s tep s , a s  yo ' come out . That ' l l caus e yo ' 
to go crazy , hate eve rybody dat near yo ' would care fo ' yo ' - would like anybo dy 
dat hate yo ' , an ' de p eop le dat care fo ' yo '  dey can ' t come nea r yo ' , an ' finally 
yo ' ll die . We ll , i t  b e  a short death , ' caus e he didn ' t live ovah one week an ' 
fo ' days - mah next oldes t b ro thah . An '  d is man dug i t  up an ' s howed i t  to us , 
an ' he s aid i t  wus de l as t  rib o f  a man an ' wus cut into three p ar ts - ' caus e we 
looked a t  i t . I t  p l aced in a lit t le small th ree- cent cream can - was in dat an ' 
buried undah de s teps . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 7 9 ) , 2 1 7 5 : 6 . ]  

90 1 .  I was hurt once by a rootworker. I was hurt in mah right leg . And mah 
mother she went - and I was swe llen - mah mother she went out to get a doctor . 

FEAR O F  BURIED OBJECT 
PREVENTS CURE 

The do ctor didn ' t do me no good . And after she found out 
dat de doc tor wouldn ' t do me no good , she decided on to 
go back and g i t  a root doctor.  Well , he t o ld her to go 
back and look under de f ront door s t ep and she ' l l  find a 

li t t le rag , a red [ rag ] , a lit t le ball in i t  - red rag with red l i t t le b all in 
i t , wrapped up . I t [ ba l l ]  was made o f  c lo th . And he t old mah mother dat when 
she go-ed [ p ronounce gode ] dere she might be s cared to p i ck it up , but don ' t b e  
s cared to pick i t  up . We ll , de fir s t  t ime she went dere she looked at i t , she 
didn ' t p i ck it up - she ' s  sc ared . And she went back .  He t o ld her dat de only 
way dat I would g i t  rid o f  dis swe llen , de les t d at I swe ll right on up , she ' ll 
have to g i t  dat and b ring i t  to him .  Shor t ly after she came b ack , she went on 
b ack and got de r ag and carried it on b a ck to him .  In a coup le of days after
wards , den I feel mahself g i t t in '  a li t t le eas e .  And so he wo rked on me and 
worked on me , and t urned it around on this o ther fellah that had me fi�ed up 
[by roo tworker in firs t s entence ] .  She s aid dat he took i t  [ rag and b a l l ]  and 
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dressed it up , and t o ld her t o  car ry it back - he 
[who had p lant ed the rag and ball ] - and t o ld her 
[ into thi s  pers on ' s  yard ] . [ Wi lming t on , N .  Car . , 
Ga . ,  19 28 . ] 

told her where i t  came f rom 
to g o  throw i t  over de fence 
( 2 2 5 ) . 2 2 8 : 4 ;  in P et er sburg , 

9 0 2 . I rememb er a s tory . A lady friend o f  mine [Mi z Annie ] - thi s  wus rea l ,  
too . It happen here in the city of Wi lmingt on - i t ' s  not b een over two years ago 
[ 19 35 ] . An ' a lady came to her home and she wus supp os ed to b e  a friend o f  her 

daughter [ Alb ert a ] . An ' this girl [ lady f riend o f  Alb ert a ]  
SOMETHING TOLD HER wus livin ' in her home , roomin ' in the home wi th thi s lady , 

TO DIG Mi z Annie . Mi z Annie wus a friend of mine . An ' s o  Mi z 
Anni e ' s  daugh t e r  [Alb e rt a ]  b ecame s i ck an ' she kep t ai ling 

all along . An ' they d idn ' t know whut wus de t roub le wi th her , an ' she wus always 
o f f  the j ob ,  and didn ' t  know whut , you know , the troub le with her . She kep t  s o  
s i ckly , they couldn ' t  d o  anything wi th her . 

S o  after awh i le she [Alb e r t a ]  went t o  de do ctor and the doctor t old her tha t 
he didn ' t know , he couldn ' t see any reason why , h e  couldn ' t  ac count for her 
s icknes s - he j is t  couldn ' t - she ' d  j is '  have s p ells and j is '  fall r i gh t  down . 

An '  s o  after - one evening her mother came in an ' she s ays , "No,,! , Alb er ta , " 
she s ays , "how are you f ee l ing . "  An '  Alberta s aid , "Mwmnee , "  she s ays , " I ' m  s o 
s i ck I don ' t  know whut to do . "  An ' this s ame lady [ A lber ta ' s  f riend ] wus livin ' 
in de hous e , rentin ' ; s o she went unto work . An '  [while this f ri end wus at work ] 
another lady [ doctor ] told her [ the mother ] - she [ the mothe r ]  went to another 
lady [ this doctor ] wh ich she knew f rom South Carolina an ' as t th is lady about how 
peop le acted when they were like that [ cunjured ] .  S o she [ the mother ] t old her 
how she [ Alb ert a ]  do-ed . Then she taken Alberta and carried her to th is lady , 
an '  when she carried her t o  this lady , the lady t old her she had been hurt an ' i t  
wus s omethin ' b uried under h e r  s t eps . 

An '  s o  Miz Annie came back home . An ' a f t er Mi z Annie came b ack home and sh e -
s omep in told her to go get the hoe and dig right under her s teps an ' she would 
found a b o t t le buried ther e . 

[ Th e  doctor had alr eady told her this , but somepin to Zd her was the spiri t 
confirming the doctor. Mi z Annie and the woman in the preceding s tory (No . 9 0 1 )  
could di g u p  t h e  buried art icle without dang e r  only b e caus e  each had permis s i on 
from a doctor. P e rmiss ion from the spirit is also suf ficien t  authority . ]  

An '  s o  she digged under there an ' sh e found this b ot t le , an ' i t  wus a b o t t le 
ab out that high , purta near hold a quar t . After she taken this b o t t l e  up she 
taken th is b o t t le over to the lady [doctor ] an ' dey found in this b o t tle - they 
dump e d  it out and it wus camphor an ' hair an ' p ins an ' a - s omep in els e she told 
me - b lues tone wus in this b o t t le . I t  wus buried under de s t ep s . An ' keros ene -
why , you s ee , that smel l ,  odor o f  keros ene in it . 

An '  a f t er they got dis b o t t le up , den Alb er t a  g o t  all right . They burned i t  
up , made a fire an ' b urned i t . Ever ' thin ' like that tha ' chew get up , any thin , 
like that , chew burn it . That des troys i t . [Wi lmington , N .  C ar . , ( 2 5 6 ) , 2 5 2 : 4 . ] 

9 0 3 . I know mah brother he vus [was ] s i ck an ' he s tayed sick a long t ime , 
t oo . An ' he vent [went ] to de hospi tal j is t  like I did [ in another s tory ] an ' 
no th in ' couldn ' t help ' im .  So it j is '  come t o  his min ' [ mind ] that s omeb ody had 

tried to fix t im - you know , poi son l im .  An ' dey vent an ' 
VI CTIM CURED 

BY RETURNING 

EVILDOER ' S  MATERI AL  

TO PLACE FOUND 

s eed [ seen ]  ab o ut ' im .  An '  de doctor she came ove r dere -
you know , de �ot doctor , an ' she vent under de hous e an ' 
she found i t  vus s omepin i n  a li t t le bag t i e d  up , an ' s tu f f  
d own under [near ] d e  pillah [ one of the s t i l t s  on wh ich the 
hous e res t ed a foot or more ab oveg round ] .  This vus vay 

[way ] back up under a c rack in the hous e . She tole ' em  t o  burn i t , b ut i t  vus 
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s omep in grainy 100kin ' - but dey d idn ' t open it . An ' she tole dem to take it -
of  cours e  he vus re ' l  s ick - an ' put s u1phah an ' r ed p eppah , camphah an ' s alt ; 
put that togethah an ' put it in a can an ' burn it until it get to a powdah , an ' 
t ake it  an ' put it back in de s ame hole vher e dey got it from an ' that would help 
' em . An '  sure ' nough i t  did . [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 231) , 15 5 : 3 . ] 

904 . Dey kin take chamber ly e ,  too - j es t  1ak i f  y o ' wants [ to ]  s ave s omeone 
dat s ick or ups et or somep in . Well , now , dat wus one experience ah had mahself . 
Dey suppos ed to s ay mah mother-in- law did it . Ah went to live with her - ah went 

UNFOUND HOODOO OBJECT 
HEDGE AGAINST FAILURE 

to live wit mah mother-in-law .  She like me all right but 
there was s omepin in de family befo ' that . Well , s ee ,  
she wanted to git  this out o f  me . S o  she gits some o f  
mah chamber lye an ' s h e  s topped it up i n  a b o t t le , an ' s o  

ah wus sick fo ' a long time . Ah could gi t up i n  d e  mawnin ' an ' ah would g o  out . 
[ I  felt we ll . ] Ah work all day but when ah come b ack in de hous e , ah wus s i ck -
ah had to go right t o  bed an ' ah b e  lak dat all nigh t long . 

We had doctors an '  doc tors an ' doc tors f o ' me , an ' so s omeone telled me ah 
should s ee someone . So they took me to this  man . Dey took me to s ome kind of a 
roo t man . An '  when ah went  there he worked on me an ' didn ' t s eem to do no good . 
So he s aid he ' d  read fo ' �. An ' he did that . An '  s o  when ah came back - ah had 
another ' pointment wit ' im ,  he tole me when tuh come b ack - wh en ah went back , he 
tole me then were tuh look f o '  the s tuff , an ' he tole me , said , she had s ome of 
mah chamber lye . An '  s o  he tole me where it  was an ' where to look fo ' it . An '  
he tole me to  go move de head o f  mah bed - move mah b ed , yo ' know , lak mah b ed 
was on one s ide , to move i t . S o  ah did that an ' ah find it . 

S o  he s aid if  ah f ind this b ot t le there , he tole me to po ' it  out , whut to do 
with i t ; an ' if ah find de bott le ah would git  well , but if ah didn ' t find de  
bottle  - as long as  she  have , dere wusn ' t  any th ing that ah  could do . Yo ' know , 
long as de b o t tle is level 1ak dat ah ' m  all r ight ; but when she s i t  ready fa ' me 
to have thos e s i ck spells , she turn de bottle upside down - s ee , ' caus e he tole 
me to no tice when des e spells would come on me . An '  when she want a spell come 
on me , she  turn de  bottle ups ide down . Well , i t took me fa ' a good while ' fore 
ah could git to dat bot t le . But f in ' lly ah found it an ' ah po ' d  it  out lak he 
tole me . [ Sumter , S . Car . , ( 1386 ) , 2465 : 4 . ] 

905 . [Dey put ] on me a s leepin ' spe l l  - j es '  s leep all de time ,  s leep ,  s leep .  
And s o  all the man did when he ' d  taken that spell o f f  o f  me - he came th ere and 
he measured each one of my fingernails on my fingers from here to here , from my 

PATI ENT NOT TOLD 
HOW SPELL CAST 

fingernails to there [ demons trates ] .  
(Up to your wr is t - tha t bone in the wris t . )  
Measured ' em nine times . Den he tied nine knots  in de s trings 
that he measured ' em , and he asked me i f  I knew de lady and 

had any idea wh o i t  was or was it a man . He say ,  " I  know who it is ,  but I j us t  
want to s e e  if you got any idea . "  I told him , no , I didn ' t  know who it was . He 
said , "Well ,  I know who it is . "  And he s aid , "I ' m  goin ' throw dis in runnin ' 
water , "  he  s ay , "but b efore I do this , I ' m goin ' to s end her here , "  he s ay , " i t ' s  
one of your best  friends . "  And i t  was - a woman that I ' d  taken for a particular 
friend of mine . Well , I know that she went on to the God that giveth ; she went 
to the God that giveth . He s ent  her dere like dis morning and the next night she 
was dead . I don ' t know what he s aid to it when it got to the water , but I know 
what he done at my hous e .  Maybe he make a wish [When ] he got to the water and 
throw i t  overboard . And he guar antee me that she go to th e God that giveth . 

(Which hand did he measure ? )  
Dis hand - de left hand , next t o  your heart . 
(Did he tell you what she had done to make you s leep that way ? )  
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No , he tole me lak dis - I don ' t want t o excite you in your nervous condi tion , 
he didn ' t t ell me . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 486) , 5 16 : 12 . ] 

90 6 .  A man was telling us one day [ about ] a woman ' s  daughter . She had lovely 
hair on her head . And this woman ' s  daughter and her [ ano ther woman ' s  daughter]  
used t o  go to church together . I t  s eems that this o ther woman didn ' t like this 

EVILDOER PRODUCED 
AT ONCE 

girl becaus e her hair was so much b et ter than her daught er ' s .  
So she fixed this child - she used to go and comb her hai r .  
Finally , one evening thi s  gir l  went off  crazy . An d  then her 
mother asked this old man [who told the s tory to informant ] 

did he know anyb ody that could do her any good . And he told her , "Yes , I ' ll have 
to go five mi les to get to this man ' s house . "  So he got a fas t hors e [ and b uggy ] 
and h e  got away from there that night . 

And when they got to this man ' s  hous e the man told him ,  "I know what you all 
came fo r .  S i t  down a minute .  You all came here b ecaus e the girl is  crazy and 
you want me to do something for her . "  

They told him , "Yes . "  
He said , "You all go ahead and I will be there presently . "  
So they went on and got to the g irl ' s  house . They wer en ' t  there more than 

two hours when he came in . S o  when he got  in he spoke to them and s aid , "Ge t me 
a b as in full of hot water and a towel . "  And they got the b as in and towe l for 
him .  And he put the towel right down in the boiling water and wrung it out and 
put it right to her head . After he put th is to her head she came to real life 
and knew where she was at . He mus t have put something in the water , but the old 
man didn ' t say .  He s t ayed there until four o ' clock next morning . Before h e  left 
the g irl had come to and knew everyb ody in the hous e .  

And he told thi s  man th at went after him ,  " Son ,  you know what I want you to 
do ? Come on and go around the hous e  with me . "  They went around the hous e .  I t  
was get ting kind o f  light then . They carried a lant ern . This girl ' s  father ;as 
with them . They had a spade . When they got to the corner of the house he told 
h im to dig right down . He dug . They found a little b arrel . They dug i t  and 
picked it up and gave it to him . They took it into the hous e .  He asked them did 
they want it  and they said no they didn ' t want it . So  when they opened i t , the 
image of this girl was cut out of a piece of b lack clo th . I t  had needles and 
pins in there and a whole lot o f  s tuf f .  He did no t say what all was in the re . 
This man said , "You all don ' t want thi s ? "  And they said , "No . "  So he took i t  
himself . 

And he said , "Before I go I am going to leave s omething here for you to do . "  
He told this other man to come on outdoors with him . And he took a s t ick and 
drew a r ing all the way around the house , and he gave th is man some white powder 
and s aid , "You sprinkle this al l away around on this mark and you al l watch the 
results" - he left about nine-thirty - "at  ten o ' clock you ' ll all s ee who fixed 
this girl . "  

And he said sure enough they all s at ther e and watch when he was gone , and 
exactly at ten o ' clock they s ay they seen somebody come up and t ry  to get in 
where this girl was , but they couldn ' t  get over this ring . [Did the doator - or 
a confederat e left outside and away from the hous e - try to "get over this ring" 
and then "vanished away? " ]  After they couldn ' t get over thi s  ring they turned 
and went on and vanished away . And they didn ' t s ee no more of them . 

An '  old gentleman told me this about eight years ago [ 19 2 8 ]  and he s aid i t  
happen 3 5  or 4 0  years ago over in Wight [ I s l e  of Wight ] C ounty , [ Vi rginia ] wher e 
he lived . [ Hamp ton , Va . ,  (3 1) , Ed . ] / 

9 0 7 . Once a woman hurted her husb and . He didn ' t  know who had hurt him . Ani' 
one he friends took him an ' cared ' im to a root doator. I t  was of f from Georgia , 
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[ at ]  Aiken [ S o  Car . ] or some ' eres over there . An ' this man wouldn ' t  tell  him who 
hurt him , but he knowed i t  was his wi fe . An ' so he give him s ome medi cine an ' 

DOCTOR 
WILL NOT I DENT I FY  

EVIL DOER 

tol d  him to go b ack home an ' take some of his urinate an ' put 
i t  in a j ar ,  a one-quart j ar , an ' s top it up tight an ' dig a 
hole in the middle o f  the road . An ' he put i t  down in there . 
He wat ched an '  this woman came [walked over the buried j ar ]  
an ' she took the same kin ' a disease that h e  took . Ah ' then 

this man that told him to do this [ told him that after she walked over it ] to 
come b ack to him an ' get  ins truct ions . An ' he went back to de man an ' told him 
how he done . This woman , swo ll her up in all the same that he was in . Then this 
man told him to go back an ' take the j ar up an ' throw that s tuff  out . An '  he 
went there an ' do that an ' she go t well . [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 299b) , 2 23 : 2 ;  
near Atlanta , Ga . ] 

908 . I t was mah husband . He said he was hurt in 1907 . I t  was a woman that 
want ed him to go with ' em  and he didn ' t like ' em so much . He ' s  from Virginia . 
And he use to drive [ an ]  ice wagon , and when he come in late at night , he s ay , 

TURN OFF OF 
TURN BACK ON 
REVERS E  SPELL 

and the woman had de door knob on de door dressed for him , he 
say . And j is ' as he get upon de po rch and went to open de do ah , 
he put his hand on de knob to open the door , he said s ome thing 
went over his f ace like a spider web o r  somepin like that , and 
he t ake his hand and wipe it  off , and that time he became b lind . 

And he went on then and tell his father about i t . And so they b egan to work on 
him , but it didn ' t s eem to do any good . And they as t him how did it happen , and 
he tell them what happen . And s o  he [ the father ] s aid to s ee th e doctor , but de 
doctor didn ' t do him no good .  And he went t o  see a root doctor. And he tell 
him to get a quart o f  sweet mi lk for him , and th ey s ent and get de mi lk . He ast 
' em t o  get a fresh egg , and they get dat . And he s aid he put i t  on and b oiled i t  
one hour - put d e  egg in i t  [ the mi lk ] - put de egg in i t  whole and boil it  one 
hour . He said they took that mi lk and bathed [ o ften pronounced bath-d]  his eyes 
over in that mi lk , and they take de egg and made him eat de egg . He say it was 
so hard he har ' ly eat i t , but he made him eat i t . And he take de milk and b athed 
his eyes in it one hour , and his sight commence to comin ' to him . And after that 
he took the milk what he b a thed his eyes in and carried it  to  runnin ' water some
where , a stream ,  he s aid , and he throwed it in there . And he s aid this woman -
they tell him she couldn ' t  s t ay s till . She would b e  movin ' all the time . Af ' 
while she commence to  losin ' her mind , her mind would go and come . He s aid ab out 
a veek o r a veek af ' that she moved this p lace , and af ' awhile she move ano ther 
p la ce , and j is '  kep ' movin ' , and de las t t ime he know of her , he says she was in 
de ' sylum .  [Wi lming ton ,  N .  Car . , (272 ) , 19 2 : 3 ;  Port smouth , Va . ,  190 7 . ]  

909 . Once mah mother had a cous in an ' s o  she married - dis girl married . S o  
it was another  lady she was mad with ab out her husb and . So she went on then an ' 
she kep t - she was mad with her ' bout two- three months , an ' s o  she ' cided to fix 

SOME DOCTORS REFUSE 
TO REVERSE SPELL 

' er .  So one day mah cousin was goin ' through de gate - an ' 
she ' d  fixed her wit des e st raight pins - an ' so she , j es '  
de t ime she walked ovah de s traight pins she fell . 
S o  she went to a root person an '  de man tole her how she 

was fixe d wit de s t raight pins . De lady had put de s t raigh t points of de pins 
up - nine of  ' em  - s tuck ' em s traight up an ' she s tepped ovah dem at her gate , 
an ' s o  she s tayed s ick a long time . She was sick in b ed in all of her j oints an ' 
her fingers had turnt dark - an ' ev ' ry  j oint in her laig an ' ev ' rything - she was 
real br ight-skinned . 

S o  she went to de man an ' de man axed her did she want him to take it o f f  her 
an ' she tole him yes . So he said he ' d  take it off her about three dollars . So 
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sh e s aid she want ed it turned back on ' em ,  so he wouldn ' t  t urn it back on ' em .  
Bu t she didn ' t  do any thing - j es '  took dem nine s traigh t  pins up she wa lked ovah . 
De man tole h er to go to her f ront gate , a f t er she had seen him , an ' s crat ch down 
in one o f  h er tracks an ' p ick up nine s traigh t p ins - rump le dem up an ' b rough t  
' em t o  him . An ' she dig thos e  - she carried i t  all to him an ' he s ays , "Dem i s  
de s t raight p ins yo ' is fixed with . "  An ' dem p ins h a d  turn t dark . 

(What did he do wi th tho se p ins , do you know? ) 
Well , he didn ' t  do any thing - j es t  throwed dem away . 
(That cured her? ) 
Shore - but he g ive her a b ot t le of medicine to t ake . [ Way cros s ,  Ga . , ( 10 6 3 ) , 

17 2 2  : 10 . ] 
9 10 .  My father , he got hurt . He ' uz [was ] carin ' a s o re on h i s  ankle an ' -

i t  j is '  wus small - an ' i t  kep ' inf lammin ' an ' he went t o  de physiaa Z doator .  
An '  he give ' im medicine an ' d e  more he ' d  p u t  o n  i t , d e  

TELL HIM WHA T  TO DO wors er h i t  g o t , s o  he s topped . An ' his b ro ther came an ' 
TO TURN IT BACK took ' im an ' c ar ' ed l im to a hli taharaft . So de hli taharaft 

doator he fixed l im s ome medi cine an ' tole ' im to nuse 
[ us e ]  dat on i t . I t  wus red an ' i t  smelt funny ; in fact I don ' t know de name 
of i t . So he nus ed it on dat e An '  h e  tole l im to b athe i t in ahamber Zye an ' 
salt . An ' he b a thed i t  in ahamber lye an ' s al t  b efo ' he put de medicine on i t . 
S o  he could walk . An '  in a few day s  he isn ' t  g e t t in '  b e t tah ,  s o  he went back t o  
l im again . An '  he give ' im some kin ' a  s a lve to put i n  d a t  p lace - i t  was a hole 
right in hi s ankle , r ight at bone - an ' it commence healin ' up . S o  he put d e  
s alve i n  an ' i t  hea led up . An ' he g o t  so h e  could walk aroun ' . 

An '  dey [doator ] t o le l im he wus hurt an ' tole l im t o  look unde r  de s ide of de 
b ai d . An '  he f ound s omep in down dere . But he [ doator]  wouldn ' t turn nuthin b a ck 
on ' em ;  he would j is '  show ' im an ' tell ' im whut to do to turn i t  b a ck .  An '  h e  
tole ' im somepin to do t o  turn it b ack an ' -

(What d i d  he t ell him to do? But firs t , did your father look for thi s  th ing ? )  
Yes . He found some kin ' a  l i t t le b a l ls s ewed up ; out o f  clo th - i t  wus dirty -

it wus f ive in a sort of b ag [ a  hand ] an ' hit s ewed up an ' de t op wus tied wi th a 
s t ring - it [bag ]  wus whi t e  but hi t wus dirty - looked like hit had been toted a 
long t ime . An '  a b o t t l e  of p er f ume in it [ b ag ] . [ This was one o f  those tiny 
b o t t les formerly sold at the 10¢ s tore . ] He [ doator ] tole ' im to g i t  it an ' 
b ring i t  t o  him . 

So he g o t  i t  an ' car t ed it t o l im .  An '  he tole l im to go back home an ' t ake 
a half-a-gallon j ar an '  to do dirty in de j ar .  

(Wa t er o r  the s tool? ) 
The s t ool . An '  take i t  an ' care i t  an ' bur ' i t  in [ the ] people ' s  path , an ' d e  

one whu t  did d a t  [witahara� ] would walk over i t  an ' would g i t  i n  de s ame f i x  he 
wus in . An' s o  he did it . An ' dey [ it ] wus a lady did i t , an ' s o  she took de 
s ore on her ankle . An' den [by this sore ] dey found out who did it . So de man 
tole l im to come b ack to l im af ter he found out who did i t . An ' he go t cured of 
his s en an ' he g i t  s o  he wus walkin ' aroun ' . 

(Wha tever h appened t o thi s b ag wi th the b alls in it ? )  
He took d e  bag an ' took an ' b urn i t  up , I think de hli taharaft . [Wi lming t on , 

N .  Car . , ( 22 2 ) , 136 : 1 ;  between Florence & Sumt er , S .  Car . , 19 30 . ] 
911 . Tell yo ' ' bout us fellahs g i t tin ' a han ' fo ' gamb lin ' once . We wus down 

in Sumter , S o ' th Ca ' lina , an ' we walked from S unter down tuh Florence . Both of 
us wus broke an ' we wus in t own an ' wus goin ' t o  a fe llah lived on 

DOCTOR ' S  FEE No ' th Da rling S treet , an ' he goes roun ' th ere an ' he tole us , s ay ,  
"Ah ' m  goin I g ive yo ' a han ' .  Dis han ' will cos t yo ' ten dollahs . "  

Say , "Yo ' haven ' t  got de money , now? " 
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S ay ,  " N o  suh . " 
S ay ,  "All' m  goin ' give yo ' a han ' , " s ay , "when yo ' git de money ah ' 11 know it . " 

Says , "Af t ah yo ' gits i t  - a f t ah yo ' done made , "  say , "yo ' take but ten do11ahs 
an ' envelope an ' s eal de enve lope uP . s eal i t  at de s unri s e . Yo ' walk out an '  
throw dis envelope up t owards de s unris e an ' ah ' ll git i t . "  

S o  he made a han ' an ' we came on an ' went to de [ s ometh ing ] Lumb er Company an ' 
on payday , about two week aftah ,  we had about $ 1 7 5  or $ 1 80 [ f rom g amb ling ] an ' he 
hadn ' t been havin ' any luck ata1 l .  An '  dat Monday , h e  said , "We l l , ah 1ak tuh 
s ee yo ' t ry it - if dis money come back [ af t er thrown into air ] , ah ' m go in , keep 
i t . "  An ' sho ' ' nuf f , he put dis money in de envelope an ' s eal de envelop e  up -
ah wus s t andin ' dere 100kin ' at him - an ' throwed i t  up , an ' I an ' h im haven ' t  
s een d e  envelope s ince . An ' that Thursday , we g o t  a 1et tah f rom No ' th Dar1 in ' 
S treet , thankin ' us for de money . 

(North Darling S t reet ? )  
Yes , No ' th Dar 1in ' S t reet , at Florenc e ,  South Carolina . 
(He went over there to Florence t o  inquire ab out this root doator to g e t that 

hand from him? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight an ' he got de han ' an ' i t  did j es ' 1ak de man say . 
(And the envelope d i s appeared up into the air ? ) 
Disappeah ed up in de air - ah wus right dere 100kin ' at dat , ' caus e ah got 

a f raid a f t er he did i t . J es ' as he tole him tuh do , an ' it j es '  out o f  d e  way .  
[At the end of informant ' s  int erview I made a no t e  at the t ime and trans ferred 

lat er t o  the t rans crip t ion : "That s t ory he told ab out the envelop e ,  throwing it 
up int o the air and having i t  disapp ear - he s ai d that the root  doator was old 
Doator Harr is (see Index )  d own in Flo rence , S .  C ar . " ]  [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , 
( 1 429 ) , 2 3 7 8 : 11 . ] [See Payment and Air in I ndex . ] 

9 1 2 . She v en t  down South [ to S outh Carolina ] and she s ay she owed th is man 
two dolla rs . He t o ld her f ortune and she s ai d , "Now , I ain ' t g o t  no thing to pay 
with for cur ing me . "  S o  the man told her , "You ' re aunjured in your s i de , "  he 
said , "bu t  you go on home , "  he said . She said , " I  a in ' t got no money to pay , 
now . "  He says , "That ' s  al l right , "  h e  s ay ,  "you g o  on home and take dat medi cine 
I t el l  you ,  and leave that money anywheres in the hous e  and I ' ll g e t  i t . "  And 
she s aid she laid that money on her b edroom mant elpiece and went on doing her 
work . At twe lve o ' clock she though t of it and she went ba ck ther e  and the money 
was gone . And she telegraphed down there and he s aid he got i t . Now , I wonder 
how he got i t . She t o ld me that hers elf . [Wilming ton ,  N .  Car . , ( 23 8) , 2 37 : 6 . ]  
[See P ayment and Ai r in Index . ]  

9 1 3 . I married my f i rs t w i f e  and o f  course I didn ' t know she had an enemy ,  
and me and her was coming down th e road . So we walked along talking . It was a 

DOCTOR 
AS S I S TS DEATH 

p ath that lead t o  the hous e from the r oad , and opp o s i t e  that p ath 
she s lapped me on the shoulder and s aid , "Oh , French , someb ody 
d one t'l'iaked me . "  And I said , " Go away , woman - who in the Name 
of God done any thing to you? " She s aid , "I am tPiaked . "  Sh e 

went away f rom here with the s am e  thing . 
[ The s lapping makes me assume that she had a s udden and unus ual p ain whi ch 

frigh t ened her ; this s udden pain whi le walking usually caus ed by p as s ing over a 
aunjured ob j ect - see Burying obj ec ts , in Index . ] 

I ' ll tell you wha t  happened . I t  was the s econd we ek in Augus t .  I wo rked 
along and worked along and worked along . Finally I had to go to the doc tor fo r 
h er . The doctor said that sh e had the s t omach troub le .  I worked and done every 
way I could . Finally , I sent her to the hosp ital in Washing t on ,  [D . C . ] .  They 
worked on her and worked on her there . I t o ld her when she le f t  home , don ' t  let 
them op erate on he r .  Finally then , she came b ack home , I s ay s  t o  her , " Fannie , 
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how do you feel? " She said , "French ,  I don ' t feel no better . "  I s aid , "What did 
th e doctor and nur s es say? " "The doctor said I had s tomach troub le and he had to 
operate on her [me ] . "  One of the nurs es told her , "I could tell you what ' s  the 
matter wi th you but we ain ' t  allowed . "  So  she came home on a Fr iday nigh t and 
then I went down in the country ab out twenty s ome miles on Sund ay morning . I 
s een a man , a hoodoo doator , and he give me s ome lit tle packages , three of  them , 
and told me what to do with them . And I came home and done j us t  as he t o ld me on 
a Monday mo rning . On Wednes day she died . 

I don ' t know what was in these packages . In one of them I couldn ' t  see nuthin 
but a bunch of roo ts . He told me to put that on in a pint and a half of  wat er 
and boil it  down to a pint . Aft er boiling i t  down to a pint , you s e t  i t  o f f  and 
let it ge t cool , then give her three tab lespoonfuls b e fore · meal s . He gave me a 
package to throw over my left shoulder .  I made the tea and give her the firs t 
dose , and go right on to  running water and throw it over my le ft  shoulder . I 
did s o .  He gave me a lit tle poake t pie ce and told me to give her and carry in 
her pocket . It  was a little p ackage all t ied up . 

That was the third year after the Johns town [ P ennsylvania ] f lood [May 3 1 , 
1889 ] , in this [ Spotsylvania ] county . I went down in Caroline [ County , Virginia ]  
t o  get the hoodoo doctor . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 81) , Ed . ]  

9 14 . He [Mike ] was a relat ion to  my wif e .  He ' s  dead now . And he ' s  supposed 
to be a bully . And one of his nieces [ nephews ] wanted to b e  a good rass ler. He 
rass led with a certain feller all de time and dis feller could throw him .  S o dis 

HIGHER 
HIGH MAN 

old man [boy ' s  uncle ] he got t ired o f  i t .  He s ays , "Boy , I ' m gon ' a  
fix you up to rass le . " And he taken him and rubb ed him down [ dressed 
him with a root preparation ] . And so after dat , dis man , dis boy was 
throwin ' him [ the former vi ctor ] ever ' time he met . After dis o ld man 

rubbed him down , why ,  he said he could [ throw ] dis b oy .  Dis b oy couldn ' t  throw 
h im any more . 

(What did he us e? ) 
O f  cour s e  dey wouldn ' t  tell what dey do . He [ uncle ] was called a high man . 
Dis man was named Mike Jones , this b ully-man . He used to go  aroun ' preachin ' .  

And dis man [ another high man ] was to ras s le with him a certain day . He [Mike ] 
was to a camp meetin ' den . S o  dis fe ller went down in de woods . So  he [Mike 
returned from camp meeting ]  wat ched him ,  [b eing hidden by ] thick bushes . He s aid 
dis feller had cro tched two pos ts set tled in de groun ' and a log acros t each way 
[ each cro t ch ] . And he said he had pulled o f f  his clothes , and his foot [ feet ] 
hung over d is cros spiece and he was goin ' aroun ' over and over on dat po le . Dis 
J ones was to ras s le with him . S o  after he s een him do dat he wouldn ' t rass le . 
He hollered t o  him - dis feller didn ' t  see him , he [Mike ] was s tooped down in de 
bushes - and he says , "Hey l "  Dis feller j umped down and run then . But he s aid 
he wasn ' t goin ' to rass le with htm. He wouldn ' t rass le with him after he seen 
him do that , ' cause he know he was a higher man than he was . [Deal Is land , Md . , 
where i t  occurred , ( 110) , 25 : 3 . ] 

9 15 .  (Suppose I want to break up a man and woman going together . )  
Well , dey will have tuh go to  somebody dat mo l pow ' ful den de one dat ch ew 

went to fo ' tub git loose from dat - see , because .yo ' see , yo ' went tuh s omeone 
an ' got all dis heah . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 40) , 1521 : 3 . ] 

9 16 .  (Testing the s tylus , Brunswi ck , Georgia , Monday , March 13 , 19 39 . This 
morning it was very cold . Yes t erday , I heard [when I telephoned my wife that 

night ] , there was s leet and snow - wind with snow in New , 
DOCTOR AGAINST DOCTOR York City . And there was qui t e  a strong wind last night ' 

too - and all the dus t came into the room . [This was an ' 
unusual experience , dus t  and sand cover ing every thing . ]  That hotel is certainly 
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o ld- fashioned over there . [The hotel , The Oglethoppe, was designed by S tanford 
Whi t e  (1853-1906), murdered in another of his bui ldings, Madis on Square Garden , 
Madison Square , N.Y. C. , by Harry K . Thaw - one of  the grea t  Ameri can scandaZs.] 

[I now talk with my contact man, Edward . ]  
(What ab out those two men ge t t ing into a fight out there yes terday - those two 

root doctors?) 
We ' s  goin ' to reliver [ redeliver ] d em in dis mawnin ' i f  we can .  
(I see . Well, how did they get into that argument ? )  
Well , one man wanta b e  bet ter ' n  d e  othah one . 
(What d id the other fe llow s ay to  him? ) 
We ll , de o thah fellah tole him he could make him crawl on his b elly like a 

roach , but he said he couldn ' t  do i t . 
(They had an argum ent in other words . )  
Dey had a arguments ovah i t , yassuh . 
( I  had the same thing happen up in Charles ton, � - two fellows [doctors] 

got into a fight [see Index Doctors figh t ] . ) 
The othah one got mad an ' left ' cause de o thah one had got de las t o f  him . 
( The next number wil l  be 1183.) 
917. I heard of  two old devil-heads. They used to  call a cunj ure devil-head. 

They had a lot and they had a tr ee on the line . One s aid , " I ' m  going to  cut the 

TWO FIGHTING DEVIL-HEADS 
EQUAL AESOP 

tree down . "  The o ther one s ai d, "Don ' t  cut i t . "  He 
goes there and s tarts to cut ting in this t ree and the 
other man come out and told him to s t op . So  they go 
to arguing . And he [ the second man ] s ay ,  "Now, I want 

you to  cut this tree down . I'm jus t as s trong as you are . " S o this other fellow 
start s to cutting and he can ' t do a thing . Then this othe r  fellow gets a ax e  and 
was going to show him he could cut i t  down . He couldn ' t  do noth ing - the other 
f ellow used his power agains t him . Then both o f  ' em devil-heads s tart to cut ting 
and they couldn ' t  even skin the bark of that tree . That tree is s t i l l  s tanding 
th er e. That is up in Glous ter County [Virginia] . That was in slavery t imes . 
[Old Point Comfort , Va . , (32), Ed.] 

9 18. Dere was a young gi rl one t ime . Dey was workin' s eems like on a big 
s t rawb urry faum [ farm ] and it was her great ambition to mak e  fun of everybody -
you see, to make game of everybody. So , dere was an o le man , you unders tand, 

dere - he was kinda b roke up and cripp le s ame as me, 
THIS IS UNCLE BEN MACKEY you unders tand. S o  this ole fellah come out and try 

to pick burries , and she clap t  her hands and 1af f  at 
him every morning he come out , chew underst and . So he tole her one morning, he 
says , "Daugh t er ,  let me tell you s omepin , that laf fin' is gon'a cause you t roub l e  
one o f  th es e days . "  So she 1aft and clapt her hands, told her mothe r about i t  -
her mother, she laf t . 

So , th is evening when dey all got through pickin ' burries , come in , why this 
ole man, when dey all went to wash up o f  the evening , you unders t and, this o le 
man se t righ t down and waited until everybody wash ed up. She was the las t one 
wash ed . When she wash she was always kinda count rary , you know , she didn ' t poah 
wat er like de res t o f  dem [ le t  someone pour water over her hands ] ,  she had to 
wash in a basin . The ole man gi ts up, you unders tand , and g oe s  and takes dat 
wat er , goes  in de house, puts dat in a li ttle can and sets it on de s tove , se ts 
b ack and began singin ' a lit t le, some kin ' a lit t le piece over thi s  whil e i t  was -
aft er i t  got to boi 1in ' ,  you know , s team comin ' out , he sings a li ttle piece [see 
Singing in Index ] . Aft er she go t to s t eamin ' right good , he got to singin ' ,  you 
unders tand , taken de can off and sit  it  under h is baid . 

Next morning dey cal led 'em all up you unders tand fer to go to work . Every-
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body come up but de girl. Dey call this girl. She tole dem she can't git up. 
She says, IIGot no use of my limbs. 11 IIWhat 's de matter? 11 III have no use of my 
limbs. I can't move over.1I She tried dat and she couldn't move over. Dey sent 
fer de doctor. De doctor came. He shuck his haid, lilt was the strangest case I 
ever seen.1I He done everything he knowed. Twas another lady there, she begin 
talkin', she says, IIDon't chew know one thing,1I she says, III told joo go laffin' 
at dat ole man," she says, III told joo go laffin' at dat ole man. Dat ole man's 
fixed joo." Well, she didn't believe in nobody fix in ' yo', yo' understand. Her 
mother said, "No, dey ain't nothin' like dat; de girl jest caught a coal [cold]." 
She says, "You'd better go to work and see about it," she says, IIsomebody - dat 
ole man fixe d her," she says. "He told her two or three times about her laffin' 
at him, and she would keep on laffin'," she says. So, it kept on a week or so. 
But the girl didn't git no worse and didn't git no better. 

So dey kepI s end in , fer the doctor. And the doctor didn't do her no good, � 
dey sent fer an ole gentlemun by de name of Ole Uncle Ben Mackey. He was suppose 
to be a wizard. Ole Uncle Ben Mackey, he comes you understand and looks at her. 
"Uh huh! I know what's de matter." So now, dey knowed Ole Uncle Ben hadn't been 
there. "Uh huh! I know what's de matter." They says, "What's de matter?1I He 
says, "Have you got two dollahs and a half?" Her mother says, "Yes, I've got two 
dollahs and a half." He says, "Gimme two dollahs and a half." So she give him 
two dollahs and a half. He goes and knocks on the ole gentlemun's shanty doah. 
De ole gentlemun comes to de doah. He say, "You take dat can of water from under 
yoah baid," he says, "and poah it out,1I he says. "Remember," he says, "this is 
Uncle Ben Mackey." Well, I guess the ole man kinda knowed Uncle Ben, you under
stand. He didn't have no talk. He went and throwed dat out. No sooner 'an he 
throwed de water out, in about twenty minutes de girl got up, walked aroun' jest 
like she was at first. [Snow Hill, Md., (?), 8:1; near Washington, D. C., 1901, 
but it sounds more like a folktale.) 

919. I had a son named Addison and he and myself was away in Pennsylvania and 
he went to New Jersey. And when he got out of a job I wrote him a letter to come 

DOCTOR 
REFUSES TO FIGHT 

DOCTOR 

on out here [where the father was in Pennsylvania] and he'd 
get all the work he wanted. And he came then. And he taken 
with going with a young lady and this lady fixed him. And I 
brought him home [to Stafford County, Virginia). And when I 
brought him home he breaken out with sores all over one side. 

This girl told him that if he didn't marry her he wouldn't do nobody no good. 
And I taken him to a fortune teller and he ask the boy what be wanted done. And 
the boy told him he wanted this taken off of him and put on/the person who put it 
on him. And I said to him [the fortune teller], "Wha t coul� you do with a person 
three or four hundred miles away from here?" And he say, "l; could send this just 
as far as the wind blowed." And I said, "Don't let it come close to me." But he 
said, "I can't get the one who fixed this [ doator who prepared the spell] but I 
will get the one [girl] who put it down for you." This girl what put it down for 
you." This girl what put it down, she was rolling up her sleeves to wash her 
clothes and she fell backwards and died right there. [Stafford Co., Va., about 
10 miles from Fredericksburg, (65), by hand.) 

920. ("I had a tr ave Zin ' spe ZZ put on me one time," you said?) 
Yeah, an' de way dat ah wus told 'at it was done. Dis fellah went an' got mah 

SPELL FLOATING ON RIVER 
CAPTURED BY DOCTOR 

[foot] track an' he goes to de graveyard an' he took a 
silver dime jest like if to buy some gr ave yard d ir t  
from a person, but he said dat de person would have to 
be a wicked person yo' see, jest lak a person dat live 

a - yo' know, dat live a wicked life an' den have been murdered someway. An' yo' 
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kin go there an ' b uy some dirt f rom them. Dey s ay yo ' go down a certain d istant 
in de  earth, you s ee, right by de tombstone an ' yo ' take a lighter peg - a piece 
of fat lighter [ p ine] - an '  j es '  stick it down dere with dat dime an' [that ' s] 
buyin' dat dirt from de dead , you see . An' den, j es '  whatsomevah dat yo ' want 
tuh happen, in buyin ' dis dirt from dem , well , den yo ' could put it in action . 

Well, dis guy went to work an ' got dis graveyard dirt - de way ah wus told -
an' he took hit an ' mah track an ' put it into a b ottle an ' he corked dis b ottle 
up. Throwed it into de rivah. Wel l ,  dat ' s  to git mah mind goin ' - yo ' see, � 
de tide comes an ' goe s , wel l , dis man to le me dat mah mind would travel jes ' dat 
way. Well , ah noticed , ah leaved home . Ah didn ' t  know nuthin whut it wus all 
ab out - ah j es' picked up an ' leaved . Well, after ah cross ed de rivah - de first 
rivah dat wus between mah home an ' where ah wus goin ' ovah in Brunswick - well, 
ah didn ' t  have no more th oughts or no mo' ideas ab out home den if ah didn ' t  have 
one . Wel l, ah went ovah dere [to Brunswick] an '  remained dere fo' awhile. Mah 
mind wus all con fused , ah j es '  didn ' t  have no pers'nal j udgment ab out nuthin . 
An ' dere wus a friend of  mine took me to a man cal led a doator - a hoodoo doctor 
o f  some kind . Well , he tole me -

(Where was he - in Brunswick?) 
Yes s i r . 
(This was in Brunswick - all right . )  
This [doator] was in Waycross  - an ' he told h im - yo ' know , whut they did. 

Well, he tole me de same thing . He said, d is guy had this thing fixed in order 
fo ' it tuh f loat so many days . An ' whenevah dat th ing - he had it fixed in a 
leaky condition - wherevah it leak in dat water dat dis th ing could sink , then 
ah would go ovahbo'd . They wanted tuh kil l  me - sit rid o f  me - b ut dey didn ' t  
want to d o  it, yo ' know, deyself. But dey wanted it fixed so dat ah would do it 
mahs e lf • 

Wel l , ah notice while dis thing wus goin ' dat way ,  all o f  mah days ah ' d  nevah 
b e s atisfied no p lace unless  ah wus round de rivah. 

(Well, did this fellah tell you how to get rid of it - did he he lp you get rid 
of it? )  

Shore , he  tole me dat he had t o  git it - he had tuh overtake it somehow. Ah 
d on ' t  know how he went into de rivah to git it , b ut he ovahtaken it b efo ' it sunk 
[see No . 921] . Soon as he did dat den, ah got all right . Took lim ab out three 
weeks , though ,  befo' ah g ot straight . 

Now , dat ' s  a p ers ' nal exp erience . [Waycross , Ga. , (1164), 1942:1.] 
921. Well , it wus a gir l , a fren ' o f  mine . Well, it wus three of ' em [ girls] 

an' her mothah married . She married a fellah dat wus step fathah to dese children 
an ' so de stepfathah tried tuh go with her .  An' aftah she, yo ' know , commence 
tellin ' her mothah an ' lak dat , yo '  know , wel l , den he commence tuh whippin ' her 
an ' b eatin ' her yo ' know an ' all lak data She had long hair ab out that long 
[ demonstrates ] an ' when she got up tuh about f ifteen yeahs ole, he taken a p lait 
of her hair an ' put it in a cake-f lavor bottle an ' he carried dis gir l ' s  hair to 
de Miss'ippi Rivah , an ' put it ovah-in--1iat Miss ' ipp i Rivah, an' dat chile f i fteen 
yeahs ole , she started tuh walkin ' . She le ft home that even in , an' her mothah 
didn ' t  know where she wus, an ' she walked - she walked aways. She walked b ack 
down heah to a place dey call Forest City, an ' she g ot lost walkin ' an ' so they 
wus in Cold Spring try in' tub find her, an ' dey did find her, an' dey carried 
her tuh a man named Mr. Smith . He ' s  up heah tuh Turrell[? ] Arkans as . Her mothah 
taken her tuh dis man , an ' he killed de hair in dis b ottle, but how he kilt it ah 
dunno. But he kilt de hair in dis bottle , an ' that b rought de g irl back . 

(How long ag o did that happen?) i 
Aw , it ' s  been ' bout nine yeahs ago . [Little Rock , Ark. , (885), 1460:12; see 
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preceding story.] 
922. Well s this cases she wus at some frien's - an' [she] a vury nice lookin' 

woman - an' they all got jealous of 'ere She had all the best fellahs - she had 
a beautiful head of hahr. An' one of fer frien's come roun' to brush fer hahr. 
An' in the meantime she [the friend] had took some of 'er hahrs an' all of fer 
hahr wus fallin' out. An' so she's got hahr nows but it's so short an' it nevah 
growed. An' she said her. friend wus the one that did this to 'ere 

Well nows she said she [the friend] cared it to some person [doctor] out dere 
in Dinwiddie County [Virginia] some place, an' said they takes this hahr an' put 
it with snake bones an' some kin'a 'erb they got, an' put it in a bottle an' let 
it float. An' as long as that bottle float, why yo' hahrs fall out; but if that 
bottle breaks, you die. Tha's whut she said. 

An' so, now, it's a way to quit this spell, as they say, by some kinta method 
they use. They git some of that other person [the friend who cast the spell] 
urinate an' care it to this other party. [The "other party" was a root doctor 
living at Richmond.] This party [Richmond root doctor] will put that to float. 
An' [also] he gits some of this other party's [the friend's] hahr an' put it in 
there with his [her] own [the friend's own] urniate. An' that'll float. They 
said dis [second] bottle will cause some kinta gas to form an' bus' de cork out 
of it. An' when that cork bus'es, when dat cork come outs why that will kill 
[remove the spell from] de other bottle. They claim that de other [first] bottle 

do burs', you gon'a dies because dis other fellah's [the friend's] urinate an' 
hahr - they claim that hahr turns to some kinta serpent in that bottle [see Hair, 
turning to snake in Index.] 

[This is complicated thought and action. What happened? A woman losing her 
hair thought a friend had tricked her. The Richmond doctor told her the friend 
had taken the hair to a Dinwiddie doctor who set it afloat in a bottle with 
snake bones and a root. The Richmond man, faced with a difficult problem, came 
up with the logical remedy - float a stronger bottle in pursuit. Actually, the 
friend was innocent - also, neither Dinwiddie doctor nor first bottle existed. 
I also doubt the launching of the second bottle. One small point may be missed -
the spirit of the dead snake was in the first bottle [see margin-title Snake, 
p.66 and Index]; in the second bottle was urine, destroyer of evilminded spirits. 
That Richmond doctor thinks magically ; doctors brilliantly.] [Richmond, Va., 
(341), 281: 1. ] 

923. Now mah wife, I an' her wus togethah heah year befo' last. We separated 
Christmas gone a year ago. Ab reckon we lived heah three months ago. Now, she 
wus fi�ed, although she's impregnant - understand. Sometimes she would grow out 

DOCTOR 
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an' den sometimes she would go back in. Ah could lay mah han's 
on her stomach an' I could feel somepin knockin' lak dat - jes' 

knockin'. Well, ah tried doctors - de doctors stayin' in town 
heah now - Dr. Fields , Dr. Olson, Dr. Roach. She wus workin' 
1n de Georgia Power an' Light Company. So she came home an' 

tole me, she say, "Well, now," says, "ah don't feel no bettah." She say, "Ab 
j es' have de fainting spells, ah don't feel no bettali atall." 

Well, dose peoples next do' to us would come ovab an' help do fo' her. Well, 
ah wus a man an' ah had no business doin' all those things fo' her. Some things 
I could do an' some things ah wouldn't do, although ah wus her husband. Well, 
dey would come ovah an' dey would do for her. So ah tole 'er one day , ah said, 
"Say, listen, whut de doctor say?" Ah say, "Did yo' went to him?" 

She say, "Yes, ah went to him." She say, "Dr. Fields say an' also Dr. Walker 
say I was impregnant. She say, "Well, ah tried Dr. Whitman, an' he say de same 
identical thing," she say, "but ah can't understand it, ah'm not irrrpregnant." 
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Well , ah say , "Ah don ' t  know - dis way is funny - mahs elf - but," ah s ay, "de 
b lame is on yo' - ah don ' t  know . "  

She went like that fo' s even months an '  she come out well. Well , she had to 
be op erated on fo ' first o f  October - Dr. Louis told her s he had to be operated 
on de first of Octob er, also Dr . Whitman , an ' wus operated on. 

So ah tried an ' tried an ' tried an' tried an ' at de main time dat de chi le 
wus s upposed to be b orn, i f  it wus a chile; but it wusn ' t  no chile , wusn ' t  
nuthin . So ah goes to a fel lah - de fellah ' s  in town now. Ah goes to him an ' 
ah walk to de do' an ' look round. 

He s ay, "Hello there . "  
f1J say, "Hello." 
[�] say ,  "How yo' feelin ' ?" 
[I say] "All right . "  
He s ays, "Well, yo ' comin ' tuh s ee about chure wi fe?" 
"Yes ," ah s ay - "Yessuh , "  [ I] say , "she ' s  come with a little condition." Ah 

say, "Well , from whut ah kin learn , ah can't understand de matter she ' s in , can ' t  
understand d e  sickness. " 

He say , "Her sickness is  not nach ' ral , "  s ay, "she wus run home - dat ' s where 
[when] she g ot her dose - yore wife is a woman dat s he loves tuh run round" -

well now , he wus tellin' me wit dis on cards. He says , "Yore wife loves to run 
round," h e  s ays, "s he ' s  not a woman true to one man, she wants yo ' an' fo ' or 
f ive or  s ix men." An ' he s ay ,  " She mes s ed wit a man ' s  wi fe up dere an' j tunped 
on de woman ab out her husb and an ' d e  woman had her fixed like date Now , she ' s 
fixed an ' perhaps she is pregnant . "  

We ll, ah know d e  girl  - tell yo '  de truth, Bos s, she nevah come in de house 
[came home] at al l. 

He s aid , "But chew go b ack to de hous e an ' yo ' go up under ab out three feet , " 
he s ay, "under de do ' step." He s ay, "Go up under de hous e an ' s top , dig j es '  
ab out dat deep." He s ays, "Dat ' s  where de mes s  lays - al l mes s ed up . "  He say ,  
"Can't chew smell s omeb ody's chamber lye all round yore hous e?" 

Ah tole him, "Yes s ir . "  
He s ay, "All right, den yo ' g o  back to yore house an' git dis." 
He give me some kinda thing like vas eline, but it wasn ' t  vas e line ' cause ah 

smelled it - it wasn ' t  vaseline . It was greasy - to keep de mis ery from comin ' 
on .me , yo ' s ee. 

[ This thing like vaseline was to protect him , especially his hands, wh ile 
digging up the mess.] 

He s aid, "Yo' git this an ' yo '  bring it to me. " He said , "Yo ' go in de woods 
an ' git me three , "  he s ay, "git me three piece of cedar-tree root, jes' ab out dat 
long," he s ay ,  "an' b ring dem b ack to me. " 

Ah to le him, "All right , s ir. " 
He s ay ,  "Co'se ah won ' t  have it fixed fo ' yo ' till tomor row," s ee, "s ometime," 

he s ay ,  "b ut tonight at twelve a'clock za�tly , yo' go out chure b ack gate, come 
all round de s treets dat chew come in d�/front do' an ' , "  he s ay, "have yo '  s ome 
s alt an ' s ome red peppah." He s ay, ·!'-Sp�inkle dat s alt all de way through yore 
hous e from de gate on out to back an' b ack round de hous e again. " He s ay, "Make 
a round ring," he s ay, "an ' den put s ome dat p eppah de s ame id entical way." He 
say, "Now , des e people will go to yore home tomorrow to g it a match. In cas e 
yo' don' let dem have de match, dey gon ' a b e  back ovah dere to borrah some lard." 

Ah tole him, "All right . "  , 
He s ay, "Now, yo ' have to give me chance - tomorrow ah' 11 have her all right." 
He s ay, "Co ' s e she gon ' a b e  operated" - she wusn' t operated on den . He say, 

"Co's e, she got ' a  b e  operated on - ope ration do her good , b ut still ah do somepin 
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an' let somebody else [the surgeon] do something fo' her, .Q.E.," he says, "she'll 
be in a terrible condition till she die." 

[This is my only example of cooperation between doator and doctor.) 
An' ah went back an' got dis stuff from under de house an' carried it back tuh 

dis man , an' dis man fixed it. Now, what he put in it - ah don' t know whut he 
put in de stuff. But ah tell yo' whut was in de stuff dat wus fixed fo' her. 
Dey had a piece of her hair. Dey had some of dis heah cut from de seat of her 
underclothes. Somebody had eithah slipped in de house an' got dat stuff - see, 
she wouldn' t let nobody do wash in , or anything - co'se dey prob'bly had a chance 
tuh cut it off de line out dere while it hangin' up on de line dryin'. 

(The seat of her underwear?) 
Oat's right, an' dey got a piece of her underskirt - right up undah heah 

[demonstrates]. 
(Under her arm?) 
Oat's right, dat wus in dis mess - now, ah'm tellin' you whut ah seen in dis 

mess. Oat wus inside dis mess whut dey had fix fo' her. An' a little somepin -
ah don't know whether it wus tomatoes or don't know whether it was some of her 
ministration or whut, but hit wus inside a l ittle rag, it wasn't in no bottle, 
it was in a rag . An' ah carried it on back ovah de re an' gave it tuh him. So 
after ah gave it tuh him, he say, "Well, now, don't chew git uneasy, " he say, 
"in a few days she' ll be all right ." 

An' so - well, itwus on a Friday when ah had taken it back ovah dere to him. 
An' dat Sunday, she got ' long jest as - nevah been sick no mo'. 

(Do you know what he did with those three pieces of cedar root that you took 
to him?) 

Ah don't know, suh. He wouldn' t even tell me whut he did wit it. After ah'd 
taken her back dere wit me, he wouldn' t even let me come in de room whilst she's 
in dere. When ah got de cedar tree root ah give it tuh her. Yo' see, ah went 
back ovah dere wit dem all right but ah give it to her, an' him an' her went in 
a room, like yo' in heah now [and no one else in the room], an' he wouldn't let 
me come in dere at de time he fixin' dat fo' her. An' he tole her tuh wear date 
Cause she's living now - ah reckon, if she's not daid - but ah haven't s een her 
in 'bout a year an' three months , cause I an' her separated. [Waycross, Ga., 
(1143), 1864:2.] 

924. A lady had me lak dat after ah got dat wit dis man. An' he married me. 
She did me dat way - she had me tied an' mah baby would a-nevah born until de 
doctah take it. An' aftah take it he said it wus de hardes' case he evah had. 

DOCTOR COMPLETES 
WORK OF DOCTOR 

She had de chile so dat ah'd bear tuh bring de ch ile an' it 
would drew back up in me - it jes' climb up, yo' see, it nevah 
would come down. An' when de doctah came tuh take it, it wus 
almos' bo'n an' all at once it take a suck an' jes' jump right 

back up in me. An' he said dat wus de hardes' case he evah had. 
An' befo' mah baby wus bo'n ah wus jest as black as dis hat heah [see Hat, my 

black in Index]. Yo' know, mah complex ion undah mah clothes shouldn't be dat way 
from de way ah look outside. Well, dey had me dressed. An' dey came dere. Yo' 

know in de country people wash dey clothes an' hang ' em out, chew know, at night 
dey left 'em out. Nobody takes anything - yo' kin hang out clothes at night an' 
leave 'em a l l . / 

Well, dey [the spell caster] came dere one night - dey [the doator] tole mah 
mothah. Dey [spe ll  caster] stole a bale of cotton an' mama an' dem went tuh 
someone [and reported the theft] - ah don' know who wus it, an' took dat [piece 
of clothing) off from me. De doctah [M.D.] took de baby but aftah all ah wus 
still black. [The M.D. couldn't make her color less black.] See. An ' if dey 
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[family] didn't did somepin fo' me tuh come back tuh mah nach'ral size [the M.D. 
failed to reduce her size], ah wouldn't live, neither de baby, cuz when de baby 
wus born it wus blue - all ovah de baby jes' blue. Yo' couldn't tell whut color 
it wus. 

So dey went to dis man [d octor ] an' dis man tole mah mothah dat dis woman took 
bloomers - yo' see, yore underwears an' she took de seat of 'em. She cut de seat 
of 'em out an' she took 'em an' she jest ball it up an' tie it up with a lot of 
twine thread an' - an' it's somepin she put in dere. Ah don't know how she got 
holt to it, but she musta got holt to it by some of mah frens'. Jes' got holt of 
a soiled pair of mah bloomers, yo' know, where a woman drips or somepin lak date 
When dey goin' lak dat, yo' know, it's somepin always comin' from demo An' she 
got some of dat an' she put dat in a ball an' she tied it wit a twine - she jest 
tied it so till it wus jes' lak a ball you could throw it. An' she took dat ball 
an' she went to a green oak tree in de woods an' she took a axe an' pick a hole 
or a hollow in dat tree an' she took an' buried dat ball of stuff in dat tree an' 
den she take de axe an' she knock on it fo' three licks. An' she went back for 
nine mawnin's an' knock on that tree right on that ball fo' nine mawnin's befo' 
de sun rise. [This is called kn ocking for you.] She had to be there when de sun 
start peepin' tuh hit on dat tree - three licks every mawnin' for nine mawnin's. 
An' aftah she hit on it three licks fo' nine mawnin's, then it commence growin' 
up - de tree commence tuh healin'. An' aftah dat tree heal up, den dat tied dat 
baby up in me. See. An' de baby couldn't of bo'n. . 

An' dey had it fixed so dat ah would have died, but de doctah took de baby. 
An' aftah de doctah took de baby an' tole papa an' dem dat he wusn't satisfied 
wit mah looks, an' den dey went an' had dis h an' took offa me. 

[The Doctor of Medicine who "took de baby" was not satisfied with the mother's 
looks. This dissatisfaction - meaning she would need time and care to recover -
almost signed the woman's death warrant, because the family immediately consulted 
a r oot d octor .  The latter said a h and had been put on informant in retaliation 
for her mother's reporting the theft of a bale of cotton to the authorities. 
This h and ,  made from something belonging to her, had caused Caesarean operation, 
dark color, and large size. The me dicat doctor of course could not remove this 
h and, but he the r oot doctor could.] 

An' de d octah made me some btack med icine [perhaps black draft, s e e  Index]. 
Ah don't know whut kinda medicine it wus an' ah didn't ask papa an' dem, but he 
made me a bottle somepin lak dat bottle up dere - 'bout de size of dat, full. 
An' he tole papa tuh give me every drop of dat medicine, an' three weeks after 
ah taken dat medicine, ah commence comin' clear in spots - not all ovah, jes' 
spots, an' come back tuh be mah size, to mah looks lak ah supposed tuh be. An' 

in six months time after ah took dat medicine, ah become jes' 1ak ah supposed to 
be all ovah. An' ah wus jes' ¥s black as dat hat dere. Dis mah natural color. 
[Sumter, S. Car., (No.? near 1)60), 2354:1.] 

925. A fellah wus p ois oned �n' he turned black from his toes - left foot -
he got black all up to his thigh. An' after he got black he stayed that way fer 
about three or four weeks an' he couldn't git well. An' they car'd 'im to four 

DOCTOR ON DEATHBED 
CONFESSES EVIL WORK 

or five diff'rent hospitals in Florida an' he couldn't git 
well. An' so fin'lly, he taken from one thing to another 
an' his side were gittin' a little bettah. After it got 
a little bettah, well, a fellah got sick in de hospit�l -

de fellah who p ois oned 'im, an' he send for tim. So he went to dis fellah an' he 
wus confess on his bed dat he's dyin', see, an' he told 'im dat he p ois oned 'im. 

He axed 'im whut he p ois on - said, "What choo p ois on me fer?" 
He said, "Well, jist didn't like you; somebody axe me to p ois on you an' I jis' 
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had to do it to make mah money." 
An' he axed 'im an' said, "We ll, how will I get cured?" 
He said, "I'll tell you whut I poisoned you with, an' I'll tell you whut I 

cure you with - you kin cure yourself with it." 
He said, "Whut chao poison me with?" 
He said, "I poisoned you with runnin' huckleberry, it's de root; an' go into 

a graveyard an' dig right down in de center of de grave, an' git some of dat 
dirt an' put it in dere with dat runnin' huckleberry root, an' ball [boil] it 
an' take dat tea an' put it in some whiskey, an' that how you poisoned." 

When he axed 'im, he said, "Well, how will I git well?" 
He te lled 'im to go in the woods an' find 'im some silkweed - it's some sort 

of silkweed that when you mash on it, milk it look like will come out. An' you 
[put it] right in some watah an' ball it, an' after it ball, you put fifteen 
drops of turpentine in - add it up to a quart of watah. An' you take a glassful 
like dat for nine momin' until you take it all up. Be sure an' take it all up 
in nine mornin'. In nine momin' your colah'll come back an' that'll cure you. 

Dat bin mahself. He poisoned me. I's de fellah he poisoned. [Wilmington, 
N. Car., (223), 213:2. ] 

926. Once upon a time there was a party going on and the boys of course was 
drinking as usual and a fight arose among them, and in the meantime they were 
fighting this woman's brother. So of course she went in to take her brother's 

part and she hit one of the men with her fist. So of course 
DEAD DOCTOR TRIES that roused the curiosity [animosity] of the man's mother, so 
TO COMPLETE SPELL nuthin she thought on but to aunjupe this woman. So they met 

at an all day meeting [at church]. So just at the time of 
dinner [noon meal] this young man's mother fixed the special dinner for the woman 
who hit her son in time past. And of course she fixed a plate for this woman and 
asked her to eat at once before the crowd came. And she insisted several times, 
so many times that the woman suspected. And I looked in the plate which she was 
about to eat and the food it looked very peculiar - looked like corn bread and 
butter mashed together on the same plate with other food, cabbage and so forth. 
So she looked at it so hard until the woman said, "There's nuthin to hupt you." 
This woman didn't eat it. And the woman who fixed [cunjured] the plate was taken 
sick the next Sunday and died shortly afterwards. She might of gotten the same 
plate by mistake. The cunjupe from King George [County, Virginia] who was doing 
the work [cunjuration] for her [the mother], he also died shortly after the woman 
�. The day he was buried, the same night, he came to the woman's house for 
whom he had fixed the dose, and he appeared in his own form and look. He stood 
on the steps and leaned over the bannister and looked at this woman, and the dog 
howled and run under the house, there was a whirlwind, and fright�n the woman out 
of he r wits. And the woman didn't even know he was dead until the next day. He 
come because he didn't get the dose on the woman and he wanted to get in there-

and complete the job. [It was quite evident e ven before the narrator began, from 
the hilarity and repartee of her family, that she would be the chief actor in the 
story. which happened about 1911 in Staff0t4 County. Her attempt at anonymity 
broke down when she became excited and revealed her identity by saying, "I looked 

DOCTOR EXPLAINS 
AFl'ER HIS DEATH 

in the plate. "] [Collecte� 7 miles from Fredericksburg, Va., 
(72) t by hand.] 
927. Two years ago - no more, ah was takin' so ah couldn't 
sleep at night and it went on dat way until finally my nights 

turned to days and my days turned tuh nights - jest went on around [days and 
nights were reve rsed]. 

(What do you mean by that? I couldn't quite understand you.) [To make her 
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speak louder and repeat.] 
Well, ah couldn't sleep at night you know, and when ah'd see de daylight come 

you know, ah'd git scared, ah wouldn't know it was day. Ah hadn't been sleepin', 
ah hadn't closed mah eyes. And it would be day, but de minute that ah realize 
that it was day ah'd fall off into a deep sleep, and I would sleep from daylight 
until eight 'clock in de morning, but when ah'd wake up ah'd jest be fulla aches 
and pains, so much so that ah couldn't git up, so ah layed in bed till about ten 
'clock and then at ten 'clock ah'd git up and git mah breakfast, and the minute 
ah'd git mah breakfast ah'd fall off tuh sleep agin. Well, it jest continue that 
way till finally I jest give up to day-sleepin'. An' ah'd feel tuh mahself - ah 
feel jest like a snake do or something like that or frog or something other, but 
yet ah couldn't get mahself togethah. Natchurly ah couldn't work. 

Well, it went on like that tull ah begin to git sick inside - somepin jest 
jump jest like heart's beatin' and it worried me. And when ah layed down to 
sleep, somepin would jest go 'cross mah face like this [demonstrates] and ah'd 
jump and wake up, you know, and look under the pillahs. There would be nothing, 
ah could see nothin' you know. And sometimes ah would feel like feathers was 
sticking intuh me - like de quills. Ab's take and pull dis cover off and there 
would be nothin', absolutely nothin' - could see nothin'. And so this continued 
tull finally ah became a wreck, and den dey said it was bad nerves and ah goes 
de hospital. De doctor pronounced it neuritis, ar-ritis, flamitary rheumatism, 
chronical rheumatism, muscular rheumatis, tubercular rheumatism and bone fever. 

Well, so then they stuck needles in mah arms - all in de shoulders, you know, 
and they would hurt me tuh mah heart. And ah says, "THESE THINGS BEAT LIKE -
SOMEPIN LIKE HEARTS ALL OVER ME." Ab had a pocket right chere [demonstrates] -
it's a little bit there now - jest like some thin , in there would beat, beat. 

(There was a pocket on your right side?) 
Yes. 
(Right about the waist. ) 
Jest like there was s ometh in , live in there. Well, ah takes sick at night 

and ah vomits turrible. It near kill me - green, pale, an' it near kill me. 
And ah jest kept up this thing and kept up this thing until finally one of the 
doctors says to me, says - these needles was hurtin' me so bad ah cried. They 
said, "Do those needles hurt chew like that?" Ab said, "Yes." Well the doctors 
said don't give her nuthin tuh rub and don't give her nuthin tuh gargle with. 
One little doctor was West Indian [a Negro] - dis was at de Freedman's Hospital. 

(Here in Washington?) 
Yeah, and he says, "Now, ah'm goin' to put dis needle in here," he says, and 

he didn't hurt me and ah didn't c.."{Y' and he says, "and ah'm goin' to give you 
S ome thin ' to rub with." Now, othe� doctors said ah shouldn't rub wi th nuthin, 
see. "Ab goin' to give you this li'nament to rub with and then you stop in the 
druggist and git you something to gargle yore throat with." And he says, "If 
there's a reaction, let me know." Well, ah remember that - that was the first 
encouragement ah had, and ah says, "Now, ah'm goin' do that." 

That night - see, ah's be 'sleep and somepin would work up and work up and 
choke me, but when ah'd wake up you know it would go back. And so, that night 
somepin got up heah and jest choked me turrible and I was so sleepy - ah gqt it 
out and put it on a piece of paper, and started off asleep and de second one came 
up. Well, it jest like to me ah was in daze condition, and den ah woke up like 
dat and ah felt pur tty good and ah remembered dis, and ah went looked at it and 
it was black - it was large enough to choke me. And the other one was smaller. 
So when ah told de doctors about it, den they commence to jab in here - like to 
choke me all through de body. Dey [had] to quit, but however - then, I says, 



346 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

"Ah'm goin' take now - go to church fo' this and ah'm goin' tuh pray - ah'm gon'a 
pray to get well." Ah didn't want tuh die. Well, ah thought ah would die like 
ah was. 

So it went on that-a-way until ah moved - it happened so ah jest had to move. 
Ah would go on tuh de back porch and would sit there all de day long, and then go 
back and go lay down and go to sleep. If I would eat ah would go to sleep. But 
night come ah'd be jest like a bird, frog or snake - ah'd be up ready to go, see, 
go back and go to bed. Ah couldn't sleep, so ah moved. And gittin' worse and 
worse, move - bearin' on de heart all de time. An' ah was taken wit chills and 
the lady ah lived with she was thinkin' ah'd die, so when she would come upstairs 
3he would call me, but when dat spell go way ah'd git up and go on down. So one 
day ah was laying, ah was sick and ah was layin' asleep, it was in the day and I 
was between sleep and awake, and a black man come - a jet black man and he come 
in, he come jest like dis [demonstrates]. 

(His - with his shoulder up to his head, sort of deformed.) 
[This is a usual reference to a doctor's appearance - he is a jet bLack man 

and queer in manner or physique.] [See, Doctor in Index.] 
Yes, he was and he was very old and he had stubble gray whiskers - they 

weren't longer stubble and he was very black. He says to me, he says, "You're 
not sick [sick in a medicaL doctor's way]." He says, "Ah'm from Greenville, 
North Carolina, and I did it," he says, "and I am dead and I can't rest." He 
says, "You are a good woman," he says, "but ah did this to you for" - he called 
the name of the man and the name of the woman. And it was - dey done it 
diff'rent times. 

(They did it together or separately?) 
One didn't know what the other did. [My only example of thisl] 
(People that you knew?) 
Oh, ah knew both. 
[We now have reached the only example of bewitched feathers in my collection 

of Negro folklore. The accompanying psychology is also interesting. Both I will 
discuss at the end of the story.] 

And he came back. So he says, "I f you look in yore pillah," he says, "you'll 
find out what's the trouble with you." He says, "It is to set chew insane or to 
kill you or to make you have enemies all yore life." He says, "You won't be any 
good, you'll not be able to make a livin'." An' he says, "You git into them -
if you don't, ah'1l never be saved." 

I got u� and jest took de piUah - "if dat isn I t de queerest thip,,&, ah don't 
believe itT - dis was a hard lump in mah pillah - "why there I s nothing to that" -
"there isn't anything to that" - "nobody kin do nuthin like that," I saIs. So 
ah went down and ah says, "Mrs. Jones" - ah tole her, jest like ah'm tell' you, 
what occurred while ah was 'sleep. She says, "Miz, don't chew know when you go 
up[stairs] to sleep in dose spells, you know, ah'd call you befo' ah'd git to de 
top steps 'cause ah think you're dead." Ah said, "Well, do ah look that bad?" 

She says, "Come on peek, come on." An' she says, "Well, if ah was you, ah 
would look in there and see." And ah goes to work and takes this out and it wasl 
jest about that wide and it was like that and like that [demonstrates] an I de :' 
feathers in this thing [looked] jest like dey was born and glued - was a piece \ 
of fellah looking wood, imported wood, and it was jest like real feathers and de 
way it was done, it was jest streaked through. Then these feathers was pushed 
down in there, but it had no head but it was de shape of a hen. 

(This wood was a thick thing and the wood looked like feathers.) 
And so when ah rubbed across there, you know, the feathers would come out and 

ah said, "Ah'm goin� take this and throw it in de stove." Ah took it down and 
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showed it to her. "Oh," she says, "Ab never saw nuthin like that . "  She s ai d , 
"You ' d  better look fer some more - ah would if ah were you. "  Ah goes back and 
ah gits de rooster. De rooster was three feathers fixed together in de shape of  
a rooster - red. The hen was a dominicker [Dominique] and then ah gits that. 
Then ah gits-S-piece o f  rope out about dat long [demonstrates ] ,  heavy cord , ab out 
[that] long, and then ah gets j est a bunch of feathers tied round j est like this , 
j est tied around with a string , jest like you tie 'ern to make a baby doll. Well , 
that would go in mah face and ah would brush it - keep me awake all night long 
j est torturing me. 

Well , then after it was qui ll ,  chicken quills and in the end o f  ' ern was 
powders and dey was corked up . I t  make Miz Jones sick and me too , when ah got 
[them ] out, then - that was whut this man bring in. And the next was a snake 
about that long [demonstrates ] ,  j est wrapped with feathers , dis o le man did -
paid and did de stuff  fore dese people. And he was j est grapping in dere in de 
shape of a snake and everything. And the other one was a -

(Thi s snake was about a foot long?) 
About like that and this here one wasn ' t ,  and it was all in reality. 
(This snake was only made o f  feathers?) 
No - yes it was - it was al l  feathers - if  you seen it in de pillah, you ' d  a 

thought it was feathers. Everything was made ab so lutely like feathers . 
(What was the other thing after you got the snake out? What was th e other 

thing?) 
I t  was two snakes , a hen and a rooster, and qui lls , and it was ab out that 

long - supposed to be a co ffin, ah re ckon , and the other one was j est this -
like what you' d jab to make babies laugh , string with feathers, but it was tied 
' round , it was feathers. It was a bunch o f  feathers and these feathers would 
corne into my face, would torment me. Now, jest like you t ie this [demonstrates] . 

(Tie your handkerchie f in a knot. ) 
Now you see you do that [demonstrates ] .  
(Oh , you jing le the handkerchief up and down and - like you make a b aby laugh , 

and that kept going over your face . And this was made of feathers , too. ) 
Yes, all o f  feathers .  An ' ah ' d  git up and see nothin ' you know. And whell 

daylight would corne ah would g it scared, ah woul d  say , "What is the matter with 
the sky - ah can ' t  tel1. " And finally, ah say , "Why it ' s  daylight. " 

Wel l, now ah gits everything out and I shows it to Miz Jones and she wanta 
keep th is thing like a hen and ah says, "No," ah say , "Ah' m ain ' t  go in' keep it. " 

Ab lays down agin and he comes right straight back. He says , "Now , you've 
got all ought [out] that was put in there." He says, "Now , the hen is a barnyard 
f owl - stays in de back - so you had a room in back - that was to keep you in 
ther e and to keep you down. " You see , ah was a great wo rker and a lecturer. 
And he say, "They didn ' t  mean you to go nowheres and you couldn ' t  go nowheres, 
and when you would commence to talk you ' d  cackle - sound jest like cackling - � 
crowing like a roos ter , you see. " And you know , dis snake - he saysi, "De snake 
was to make people h it at cha - pi ck at cha - and then you ' d  pick b ack at demo 
And then th ey would say you weren ' t  capab le o f  doing the things that �hut you 
were doing. De woman did that." That was to keep me from b eing president of a 
large club. And the man he did it because ah paid him th e rent. And ah couldn ' t  
git further than the back porch - ah couldn' t work - ah had to git on Emergency 
Relief - ah had to git on de Emergencies Relief, and ah would have died if ah 
did that. 

So then th is old man, after ah gits all this out - dis ole man comes back 
again fer the last time, and here's whut he tole me to do with it . He says , 
"Now, you take all dese pi llahs dat ' s  on dis b ed . " So Miz Jones she got excited, 
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it scared her - it made her sick and me too. That powder got out and got on us, 
got out dose quills and got on us. He says tuh me, "Yo' take dose pillahs" -
my two nice pillahs - "you take those pillahs and you burn dem up - the tick, 
the feathers and all." He says, "Yo' take those four dresses you wore de most 
around - de everyday dresses, and burn dem up. Take those two pair of shoes that 
you wore when you was in that house and burn them up." He says, "You know it's 
written that the wicked shall become stubbed on yore feet and shall be burned 
root and branches a�d the whole thing will go back to them. If you put it on 
water it will come back to you.1I 

[The preceding quotation and everything she says shows a woman with an agile 
mind - a great worker and a leaturer. Her words are a conflation - two or more 
passages thrown together: King James Version - (1) "The day cometh • • •  all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble [[not stubbed]] • • • shall burn them up • • •  leave them 
neither root nor branch," Mal.l:4 - (2)"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou 
shalt find it after many days," Eaal.ll:l - (3) her stubbed was suggested by 
stubble and "Dash thy foot against a stone," Mat. 4: 6 & Lk. 4: 11.] 

[As I stated previously, this story is the only certain example of bewitched 
feathers in my Negro-folklore-collecting experience (see Feathers in Index). Not 
even in Quincy, Illinois - where belief in bewitched feathers survived among 
persons of German descent - did I ever find a colored person interested in the 
matter. Similarly, I found bewitched animals rare among colored people, frequent 
among persons of German descent. The Reason? Racial? Economic? (For bewitched 
feathers in Adams County Illinois and Quincy the county seat, see FACI, 2ed., 
Nos.16255-l6323, pp.853-873; bewitched animals, Nos.16l78-l6254a, pp.834-853.)] 

[Since some general readers may be unfamiliar with bewitched feathers, let me 
briefly describe them. The witchcraft spell cast upon a person is done with the 
feathers in the feather pillow or feather bed (feather-tiak or feather mattress) 
on which the victim sleeps. These feathers on which the victim lies gradually 
weave themselves into a form: bat (animal), bird, butterfly, chicken, rooster, 
coffin, cross, flowers, shapes like parts of the human body, horseshoe, etc. 
Sometimes these forms are combined with foreign objects: piece of clothing, key, 
needle, ribbon, rope, spool, thread, etc. The most frequent form of all is the 
wreath (symbolic of the funeral wreath) - also known as a airaular. This form 
occurs more often because the head lying on the pillow pushes feathers out into 
a circle. At times a person can hear, so it is said, the weaving in the pillow -
a ticking sound (No.16293, p.865) or music in the pillow (No.16263, p.855). As 
soon as the form being woven is completed the victim dies. If you find a form 
uncompleted and burn it, the victim will recover. To demonstrate this belief 
further, I now quote two examples from FACI:] 

["Now I am going to tell you a story that was told by one of my [school] 
children. A baby [about 1931] was born in a family. Although it received the 
very best attention, it was not thriving. An old mother in the neighborhood 
entered the house one day and said, 'There is a wreath in the baby's pillow.' 
The mother wished to open the little pillow and take out the wreath, as had been 
suggested. The father scornfully laughed and forbade the mother's opening the 
pillow. From that moment the child grew more delicate and passed out. The old 
neighborhood mother entered the room and said, 'Let me examine the pillow,' which 
she did, and took from the pillow a perfectly formed wreath of feathers, all 
going in one direction. The center of the wreath was the size of the baby's 
head. The feathers forming the wreath were all going in one direction [se� also 
16277] like the down on a dress hat. I will draw you a dfjllgram. I saw i�. It 
was marvelous. [The informant's diagram of this wreath Iihave reproduced 1n 
this book.] Underneath the wreath it seemed to be flesh / like the flesh on a 
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chicken's breast with large pores. It had no odor. Dead chicken flesh has an 
odor. The skin was moist as if alive. The feathers seemed to be growing. The 
old woman took the wreath out and burned it, and said if ever another child came 
to the house to give it a new pillow and it would thrive.1I (FACI, 2ed., No.16255, 
p.853; a picture of wreath drawn by informant being reproduced just before' the 
Table of Contents.)] 

[III knew a boy out here in the south part of Quincy years ago that was sick 
all the time. They done everything for him and try everything anyone would tell 
them, but it would not do him any good. Some of the neighbors thought he was 
bewitched, but the folks didn't. But at last they went to looking in the bedtick 
and pillows to see if they could not find anything, and in one of the pillows 
they found a rooster all done but a little of its tail. If that tail had of been 
done, that boy would of died; but they took the rooster and put it in the stove 
to burn, and after that the boy got wel1. 11 (FACI, 2ed., No.16289, p. 863 . ) J 

[To return to our informant, once again we meet an old routine - the doctor 
(M.D.) fails; the doctor (hoodoo) is called in. This time, however, there is an 
amazing difference both in doctor and doctor. ] 

[My informant refrains from criticizing hospital doctors for their inability 
to cure her, though she considers them impersonal and uninvolved. Naturally, the 
West Indian, a man of her own race would appear in a better light; at least he 
permitted her to have something "to rub and • • •  to gargle with." But, when the 
woman says, "The doctors said, 'Don't give her nuthin tuh rub and • • •  tuh gargle 
with, '" do not believe her, though she is telling the truth from her changed 
point of view. After the colored doctor offered it to her, the white doctors 
by not offering it to her had forbidden it. This is a mere gripe. She knew the 
doctors had done everything medically possible; the real trouble was herself, 
spiritual - "Ah'm goin' • • •  go to church fo' this and ... ah'm goin' tuh pray to get 
wel1." She realizes death stared her in the face - "Ah didn't want tuh die." 
Two steps having been taken toward health, she then took a third - "I t happened 
so ah jest had to move."] 

[Despite her changed attitude, she still refused to accept any blame for her 
condition - a man and woman separately would not have hoodooed her had she been 
all sweetness and light! She needed a scapegoat. Scapegoat also would permit 
her to satisf y those childhood beliefs and fears which had floated to the surface 
during her illness. Too intelligent to call in a hoodoo doctor, she summons the 
spirit of a dead hoodoo doctor. He appears not as master giving orders but as 
sinner seeking forgiveness - his eternal future depending upon her. She, of 
course, is the spirit of the dead hoodoo doctor. Thus disguised she saves the 
soul of a sinner (his - actually her own) and cures herself by forgiving him 
(finding the bewitched feathers). In forgiving him she forgives herself. If you 
don't forgive yourself neither God nor Church can do it for you - though either 
or both may smooth the way. This solution of my informant's is the brilliancy 
and power that comes with a dream. This is also my guess about what happened. 
Each reader is entitled to a similar guess.] [Washington, D.C., (629), 808:3.] 

TIME AND HOODOO SPELL 

[Time in hoodoo is very important and covers a wider 
scientific medicine. So wide is time that'�any aspects 
in this subsection - see Time in Index for a'\listing of 

928. This is the real truth but I'm goin '\ tell you. 

field than it does in 
of it cannot ibe given 
separate time' entries.J 

When I was livin' in 
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Florida , i t ' s  b een eigh t  chears ago [ 19 29 ] I was g o in ' w ith a man . You s e e  
there ' s  ano the r ole woman wan t ed to go wi th the s ame man . An ' I was wo rkin ' 

TIME ( 1 ) 
P SYCHOLOGICAL 

o ut but she weren ' t .  An ' I ' d  go t o  my work in th e mo rnin ' - I 
knew she wan ted to go wi th h im a long t ime b e fore she did th is -
an '  I would go to wo rk ev ' ry  mo min ' an ' I always g i t  b ack h ome 
in time f o r  five o ' c lo ck .  S o  she live d out in the country an ' I 
lived kin ' a  in town . So she came in town one day . The t rain 
comes in there a t  1 t : 30 ,  s ee . An '  I was wo rkin ' b u t  I went home 
that a f t e rnoon about f ive o ' clock an ' , as a gener a l  thing , I went 
an ' I put my r ight foot upon the s t eps f ir s t  [ for luck ] , you s ee ,  

11 : 30 A . M. 
5 : 30 P. M. 

TRAINS 

an ' af ter I got in the hous e  I went on in the hous e  an ' put down my packag es you 
know , then I b egin to f eel s ick ,  an ' I b eg in to sp i t  foam an ' wh ite s p i t , an ' it 
j is ' went all over , you s ee , an ' I set there an ' I s ay ,  " I  wonder what ' s  the 
mat t er with me . "  

An '  I had a b rother- in-law th ere an ' h e  s ays ,  " S i s t e r , wha ' choo b e en eatin ' ? "  
I s aid , "No t a thing . I haven ' t  even eaten any dinner [ noonday me al ] . "  
S o  he come in there to s ee i f  ther e ' s  no thin , wrong . I kep ' a- s p i t t in ' that 

foam an ' s p i t  you see . I say , "I b e lieve I ' ll lie down but f i r s t I ' m g o in ' have 
a drink of water . "  Then I went an ' lied down an ' when I l ied down the mo re that 
foam an ' spit would come out of my mouth an ' I ' d have t o  spit . S o  I g o t  up an ' 
I s aid , "Bert , I f e e l  like I have to leave you . " I went to go down de f ront 
s teps b ack out to go roun ' the hous e  [ t o the to liet ] an ' I j i s '  tumb le - j is '  my 
h ead was j is '  [ demons trates ] g o in ' over and over l ike that . I s o r t ' a  h ad to hold 
i t  up you know t o  keep from fallin ' . An ' I [ came b ack and ] went on int o  the 
hous e an ' the re wouldn ' t b e  a th ing but that foam an ' spit . 

So he w ent an ' go t a do c t o r  - he g o t  a mediaa Z doatoF , see . The do c t o r  come . 
He s ays , I IWhy , what ' s  the mat t e r  with you - what choo b een eatin ' ? "  
I said , "No thin ' . "  He th ough t - he s ayed i t  migh t ' a b een a kin ' a indiges tion . 

I s aid , "I haven ' t  eat en anyth ing . "  S o  he give me s ome medi cine ; he g ive me s ome 
b Zaak froth [= b lack dra f t  see I ndex ] . Firs t , he give me a do s e  of Epsom s al t s . 
But i t  g o t  wors e .  I couldn ' t  eat an ' I couldn ' t ke ep s e t tin ' up alone . 

S o  then my b r o ther-in- law s ay , "We l l , I ' ll t e l l  you , s is ter , " he s ay ,  " s uppose 
we t ry a Foot doatoF . "  

I s aid , "Well , "  I said , "anything you think you kin do . "  That was the nex t 
day . S o  he g oe s  an ' g its a Foot doatoF . He ' s up there ab out East P al atka , 
Flo r ida . An '  s o  he got a man to take h im up th er e . They go t  b ack tha t  nigh t . 

He came in an ' immediate ly s ay ,  "This woman , "  he said ins t ant ly ,  " she ' s  hUFt . " 
He [ b r o ther-in- law ] s ay ,  "You think so ? "  
He s ay ,  I INo , I know . "  He sayed , .IINow , let me t e ll you wh at choo do . "  He s ay ,  

You go there an ' you d ig under h er front s t eps tomo rrow mo rnin ' - the fir s t  
thing . you go there an ' dig . "  Well , I g o t  along that night - he s ay , "Af ter you 
git wha t ' s  under them s teps , "  he s aid , I I then I ' l l tell wha t  t o  do . "  

He [ b ro ther-in- law? ] went out there the next mo rnin ' an ' dug unde r  there an ' 
they g o t  a pint bot tle - a p int flask with aorn whiskey [ o f ten means moonshine 
whiskey , whi t e ]  in it an ' that had f rogs in i t . He s ayed there were fro g s . He 
s tayed around there t i ll they got that b o t t le - had frogs in it an ' l i z ar ds . 
Well , after they g ot the b o t t le out , then my leg would s t art funny - i t  would 
g rab me like that , like somep in crawlin ' up my leg .  I t  would ge t up almos t to 
my knee an ' then ther e would be a big kno t , j is '  like tha t  - you could s ee that 
thing with the b lood in it .  

(What leg was this ? )  
The r i gh t  one [ s he had s t epped upon the 
Li s t en g ood . He sayed , "Now , I ' m go in '  

, i I 
s teps wi th her righ t  leg fir s t ] .  
tell yah wha t  cho o  do . 1 I He . s ay ,  l Iyou 
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po ' this whiskey o f f  of  ' em ,  you take these  things an ' b urn ' em .  He say "Then 
if k ' " " i " h  " ' , you 1n , says , you t ry  t ,  e say , I know you kin b ecuz i t ' s  right on the 
railroad" - you s ee ,  down in Florida an ' the train was always ki llin ' ca ttle you I I , d h ' 

' see - an you go own t ere an you ki ll a buz zard [ round the dead cat t le ]  " he 
say , " i t ' s agains t the law to kill [� b uz zard ] b ut if s omeb ody killed one , ;ou 
come b ack , you boi l that buzzard , an you give ' er a cup o f  that buzzard tea . " 
Dh , i t  smells horrib1e l But I want ed t o  g i t  wel l .  An ' then I would drink a 
cup ful an '  b athe that whole leg down wi th it choo know . 

(Don ' t you bathe i t  up ? )  
No , he b athed down right on out de toe ; told me to b athe righ t  on out de toe . 

An ' take tha t s tuff after I ba thed with i t , you know , an ' th row i t  north . An ' 
then after that he sayed , "Well ,  I ' m g oin ' t ry to cure you . I had four pat ients 
like this . They were in terrible condi tion . "  An ' he did that with that b uz zard 
wat er in that bucket for two or three days . Then he changed from that an ' give 
me a pint b ot t le - he put sulphur in it  an ' whiskey , pure corn whis key . An '  I 
had to shake that up an ' take a t ab lespoonful o f  that three t imes a day . Well , 
I g o t  b et ter - that spit t in ' up that foam an ' s tuff , you see . 

An' I felt good . EV ' ry  day I ' d feel all righ t . I ' d go on wi th my own wo rk 
till ab out time fo r that s ame - that train would come - the same she come on i t  
that day at 11 : 30 - I b eg in t o  feel b ad . 

(Why did you feel bad when that train came ? ) 
Dh , that the train she come on to  put that devi Zment down , you see . An ' ev ' ry  

day when that 11 : 30 train come along I b egin to  feel b ad an ' I had to go to b ed . 
Well , I - it was in summert ime you s ee , an ' I had to put on all the clo thes an ' 
all the b edclothes they kin g i t  an '  put on me . An ' the perspiration an ' sweat 
would j is '  roll off . An '  when that t rain go b ack that she went [back ] on at 
5 : 30 , I ' d gi t all right . I ' d  g i t  right out de bed - could gi t out de b ed an ' do 
my work . [ For kno t on head g oing and coming by t ime , see p . 270 . ]  

Well , then I got well , I kep ' takin ' that sulphur an ' whiskey what he told 
me . Then he fixed another dos e [pres c ription ] of  red pepper and soda and vinegar 
in a bottle an ' drinked that . He to ld me to take a swallah [ o f ] dat ever ' now 
an ' then when I begin t o  feel b ad an ' boil  all the water I drink . An '  th en he 
told me to lay hot poultices on that leg , an ' ev ' ry time i t  b eg in to pain to put 
that ho t pOUltice o f  [ co rn ]  meal an ' real hot pepper , an ' they ' d  b ind tha t  to 
i t . An ' from then I b egan to  feel b e t ter . [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 300 ) , 2 2 5 : 3 ;  
at Burnell , Fla . , 19 3 4 ; the doator charging $ 2 5 . 00 . ] 

9 29 .  Twus my gate on Campb e ll Street where I lives at right in Wi lming ton . 
At t en ' clock - I ' m talkin ' ab out mah ownself , at what I know on Campb ell S treet . 

At ten ' clock at night  I ' d  haf to lay down . I f  I didn ' t  lay 
10 P . M .  down , I would fall . But ten a ' clo ck ev ' ry  night - I ' d  nottce de 

SLEEPING SP ELL c lock . An '  comp ' ny would come to s ee me , an ' when de comp ny 
come , I s ay , "Now , you all set  as long a '  zhoo want to , becaus e 

at ten a ' clo ck I git  so weak until I haf to lay down . "  An '  I do that . 
One day when I come from work I met mah cous in on Fo ' th Stree t , an ' when I 

met ' im on Fo ' th S treet - mah gate fell fir s t  on . de side ; too , mah fence fell . 
So I s aid to ' im ,  I s aid , "Joo come home an ' help me fix up mah gate , an ' also 
mah fence fell . "  I ' m talkin ' ab out mahs e1f now , what I know . 

An '  so he come home [by her hous e ]  Monday evening ,  he s aid ,'j "Now , Cous in , two 
a ' clock [ tomorrow ] I got t o  go to wo rk . " / 

I said , "Well , all right then ; I ' m gon ' a  cook dinnah an ' you have your dinnah 
here [ tomorrow]  an ' you help me fix the gate , fix mah fenc� . "  

An' we wus fixin ' that fence , de time came fuh him to gO . He went on . I had 
de shove l , I got right to mah gat e , j is '  as I go t to come in the hous e , somepin 
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s ay ,  "Dig . " An '  I dug , I go t a b o t t le f rom mah gate , that long [ d emons t r ates ] ,  
wh ere I ' d  b e en wa1kin ' along . Oat wus de th ing caus in ' me I h ad to l ay down t en 
a ' c10ck ev ' ry  nigh t . An '  i t  had su1ph ah in i t , i t  had hah [ hair ] in i t , i t  had 
b 1ues tone in it , an ' it had s ome kind of roo ts in i t . An ' when I took it up , I 
hold i t  r igh t up , I s ays , "Oh , 10 0ka heah ! Come an ' s e e  th is ! Someb ody t ry in '  
t o  aunjure me , "  I say . An ' dey cunjured me t o o , beca ' zhoo , zhoo know , t en 
a ' c10ck at night I ' d  haf t o  lay down .  

An ' de p eop le come an ' look at i t , "Oh w e l l , i t ' s  noth in ' but ch i 1d run put 
that tharh . "  

I said , " Ch i1drun couldn ' t put h ah . "  I said , " Chi 1drun couldn ' t put al l th is 
kind o f  mes s zhoo see in it ; dey could no t  put in i t . "  I s a i d , "To b anish i t  
right , ah ' m  g on ' a care [ car ry ]  i t  t o  a cunjure s u re enough den dey d i d  d a t  to do 
[ t o  do tha t ] . "  [ She was going to t ake the b o t t le to a cunjure more p owerful than 
the one who had p repared the b o t t le . ] 

Th e p eople all said , "You ain ' t gon ' a do that ? I wouldn ' t t ouch i t . "  
I s aid , " Ah  ' m  gon ' a care i t  to a man tha t  kin cunjure and cunjure r igh t . "  I 

wus talkin ' ab out t akin ' an '  keep in ' i t  - tha t ' s what I meant choo know , when I 
s aid th at . I s ays , "No , I ' m  gon ' a care i t  to cunjure right . "  An ' s o  I kep ' i t . 

An ' do you know that nigh t , dat I could s e t  up t i ll ' leven an ' twe lve a ' clock t 
I could s e t  up t i l l  ' leven- twelve a ' c10ck .  An ' s o  I kep ' it t i l l ab out on Friday 
evening .  Oat Fr iday evening I made a fire in the po t in my b ack y ard . An '  I 
wouldn ' t  g i t  right over i t , j is '  like tha t [ demons trates ] .  I opened it like dat 
an ' I burned i t  up . 

I t  wusn ' t  long b e fo ' de lady next do ' had to go de ho sp i t al an ' have her leg 
cut o f f . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 198) , 104 : 3 . ] 

9 30 . (Wh en was this - la s t  year ? ) 
Las t year , my w i f e  g o t  hurt in her leg . Dey had her up ev ' ry nigh t  a t  twe lve 

o ' clock h opping l ike a dog [ see correc t ion lat e r ] - she couldn ' t  s l eep . And she 
j us t  t ell me , s ay ,  " S omeb ody done s omething to me . " I 

EVERY NIGHT AT TWELVE s ay ,  "Well , I s ee i f  s omeb ody done s ometh ing t o  you . " I 
HOPPING LIKE A DOVE went and g o t  me s ome dove b lood . 

(Dog b lood ? )  
Dog b lood - a dog ; I order i t  - dove b lood . 

(Oh , dove - dove like a pig eon , dove b lood ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Yes . You o rdered i t ? ) 
Took dat and ah f ixed d at in s ome medi c ine and g ive her dat and let her t ake 

dat and den I rubbed her , you see , wi th dat Noozoo oi Z .  I rubb ed her g ood and in 
f i f te en days , den I turned dat spell b ack on de pers on what put it on her . You 
s ee , when I turned back on dat p erson , den -

( Wh at did you put that dove b lood in? ) 
I put dat in John dB Conker root  - took John de Conker roo t  and b o i led i t  and 

made de medicine and then poured that dove b lood in i t . You s ee .  
( I  see . And then how did you g ive that to her? ) 
I let her take dat jus ' like a do ctor would g ive it to her - a sus crip tion ,  

take a tablespoonful three time a day befo re each meal . And when she ' d  t aken dat 
little bottle ful l , dat long , den she could get up and go . 

(I  s ee . And you say you rubbed her or s ometh ing ? ) 
Rubb ed her wi th Noozoo oi Z .  
(You rubbed her with that Noozoo oi Z? ) '\ 
Yes , s i r . 
(And then how did you turn that spell back on the o ther pers on? ) 
Well , you go - t he person what done it , you ain ' t goin ' never know who done i t  
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un til you do i t  and then you goin ' have the complaint . See , you f igure who it is 
and where dat p ers on i s pass ing b ack and fo rwards . You git in a convers ation wi t 
' em  and you b egin t o  do things - you s ee ,  put things down whe re dey kin walk over 
i t , you see , and pass b ack and forth by i t , and they ' ll ke t ch this yere . When 
dey ke t ch i t , dat ' s  got the s lam o f f a  her , you s ee - i t ' s  on dem , you see . And 
den , i f  d ey don ' t get s omeb ody to g e t  dat of fen d em  - i f  dey don ' t  get de per s on 
wh at put it on b e fore he die , they never will ge t  i t  o f fa dem o  [ Vi cksburg , 
Miss . , ( 7 25) , 9 9 3 : 9 . ] 

9 3 1 .  We l l , once she g o t  pois oned she wus poisoned an ' she s t ayed s i ck ab out 
two weeks , an ' a f t ah she s t art fee 1in ' s omepin j ump in ' in her s t oma ch . I t  s t art 

5 A . M. 
5 . P. M. 
SPASM 

in de mawnin ' at five a ' c10ck - i t j ump in de mawnin ' an ' i t  j ump in de 
even in , at f ive . So she s ay dat she feel s omep in 1ak a frog or s omep in 
in her s t omach . Well , dey decide tuh g i t  a man t o  come an ' look a f t ah 
her . S o  dis man came an ' look af tah her an' he t o le her dere wus a 
f rog in dere , an ' he g ive her some medicin e  da t  mawnin ' an ' he tole her 

dat when he j ump up fiv e  a ' c 10 ck dat even in , dat he ' ll g i t  dis frog . So when he 
j ump five a ' clock da t  aftahnoon - five a ' c 10 ck , he caugh t de f rog an ' he take de 
f rog an ' he carry i t  back wit him . 

An '  he t ole her tha t  she wus dress ed b y  her o wn  husb an ' - d a t  d i s  woman take 
a frog an ' she s queeze him in her han ' until he dies . An ' a f t ah he dies , she 
t ake him an ' put him in d e  s tove an ' p arched him up to a powder . Den dat nigh t  
when s h e  Wlls wi t  her husb an ' she put i t  on him , an '  h e  went an ' live wi t dis lady 
an '  da t ' s causin ' she got d is f rog . [Dressed by t er rapin , see No . 10 , p . 7 . ]  

(Oh - this other woman who wasn ' t  the wi f e  put th i s frog on the man . Then the 
man went home and then she [ the wi f e ] got that s tu f f ? ) 

Dat ' s right - the man - she [wi f e ] got dat s tuf f .  Den a f t ah nine days it come 
a frog in her . I t  j ump in de mawnin ' at five a ' c10ck an ' in de evenin ' at five . 
An ' dis man came an ' he caugh t i t . 

(Well - do you know wha t the man did t o  catch the frog ? )  
Yes - he give her s ome medi c ine . Ah dunno whut kinda medi cine it wus . 

[ Sumter , S .  Ca r . , ( 1363) , 2 403 : 7 . ] 
9 3 2 . Now ,  dere ' s  a girl down on de s t reet where ah live at now , she wus fixed 

up heah summer ' fore las t an ' she ain' t s t raigh t ened out ye t . An ' we carried her 

AT 1 P. M. SEE 
SNAKES RUNNING 

t o  a man . An '  d e  way she got hers , i t  wus a g ir l  g ive her some 
aigs - dey said dey wus 1i1 ' snake aigs in s ome wh iskey . An' de 
snake aig s bus t in her body dere an ' yo ' see dem snakes create . 
An ' at one a ' c10ck ,  de t ime dat she got dat s tu f f  - any d ay at 

one a ' c10ck - yo ' s ee dem snakes runnin ' in her veins . 
(You say thes e  eg g s  bus ted s ome p lace? ) 
De 1i 1 '  aigs - when she drunk ' em , yo ' s e e  de whiskey cooked -� in de person 

in whut dey d evelop an ' it made 1i 1 '  snakes . 
(Oh , they developed into li t t le snakes . )  
Yes . 
(And she hasn ' t b een cured y et ? )  

N o  - she ' s  g i t tin ' i t  out a her but sh e ain ' t g o t  [ cured y e t ] . [ Fayettevi l le , 
N .  Car . , ( 13 9 2 ) , 2501 : 7 . ] 

9 33 .  Ther e wa s a lady living in the hous e with me who called he�s e1f a good 
friend , and her husb and had two chi ldr en by his fir s t  wife . She didfi ' t care for 

OCTOBER SPELL 
his ch ildren . They g o t along so bad tog e ther , her husb and asked 
me to t ake one of the chi ldren and I did . She go t angry wi th me 
and hurt me in my leg . They say she eithe r  put i t  in the wat er 

cooler or in my s t ocking . Th e woman who cured me , she is d ead . They said I was 
hurt with Zizard dus t and some kind of weed that b looms in Oc tober . I ' ve been 
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down ever ' Octob er for years , three weeks or four weeks , I didn ' t much bother 
ab out it becaus e  I didn ' t b elieve in it [ conj uration ] until the Lord showed i t  
to m e  in the spiri t . The woman that hurt me came to me as a wi t ch and tried to 
ride me to death , and s aid to me that I had tried to hurt her . I said , "No , Mrs . 
B . , I haven ' t done a thing to you b ut you are t rying to kill me . You ' ll never 
kill me as long as Jesus lives . "  I go t  a hold of her; ankle and s aid , "As long as 
Jesus lives her ankle ' s  b roke . "  So after this vis ion!. I went to a fortune teller . 
She put a belt around my wais t and my s tomach went j uS� like tha t [ puffed out ] . 
She gave me some s tuff to put in my shoes , some dus t , arid a dime , and I could go 
over anything I wanted t o . Aft er that I got cured . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 69 ) , 
Ed . ; woman conj ured in Richmond , Va . , 189 6 , and cur ed 20 years later . ] 

934 . Wel l , ah was hurt - ah wus swollen up all ovah and ah had a rash j es t 
broke out on me j es t  like spider web - j es t  all over wasn ' t  a speck on me without 

NEXT-MONTH TIME 
WHEN IT WOULD SWELL 

I WOULD SWELL 

de web , and mah eyes , de balls of ' em fell down heah and 
dis part was up in yore head .  
(Your eyeball s ort o f  fell down ? )  
Yes - ah c ouldn ' t see . C ome on me all lak that . Ah went 
out mah house and came b ack - out well and came back all in 

dat condit ion .  Well , i t  run on me t i ll fo ' ' clo ck s o  ah didn ' t know whut to do . 
Well , ah firs t called in a doctor . We ll , de doctor he came and he s aid ah was 

pois oned . We ll , he was doctoring on me , �, an '  ah didn ' t know [ then that  I was 
hurt ] - ah was trying him firs t .  Well ,  it happened agin round de s ame time round 
de 15 th of de next month . All right , he came in and s aw me again . [ And the 
doctor ' s  med icine didn ' t do her any good . ] So it come tuh me - ah s ai d , "Dere 
s omething else wrong . 1 I S o  ah goes [ to a doctor ] tuh f in ' out . So  ah [ or doctor ] 
found a b o t tle of  s tuff look like sulphur - it was puf fed . When i t  would swell , 
ah ' d  swell - it j es t  went all ovah mah body . 

(This s tu f f  in this b o t t le puffed up ? )  
I t  wou ld puff up - it  puffed up . When ah found i t , it  was swole j es t  lak ah 

was - looked like sulphur .  I t  swo1e , you know , j es '  like sulphur when i t  get  wet 
and swell . Well , dat ' s  de way it was . Well , when it would swell , ah would swe ll 
�, yo ' s ee . Mah eyes git blind and ever ' thing . 

Well , after ah gits de s tuff up , well , de swelling was yet there , yo ' s ee .  
We ll , i t  came to me [ this is always guidance by a spiri t ] to  use - ah use chamber 
lye and saltpeter . Dat ' s whut ah used to b ath ever ' morning ' fore sunrise . Then 
throw it away - throw it out . I t  commence to s ink - all advanced away . Ah swo1e 
one time mo ' , after . Well , ah did de  same thing . Well , ah ' ve had no mo ' of i t . 

(Where did you throw this out when you finished bathing with it ? )  
Throw i t  out in de back dir t , out chure b ack do ' , yo ' s ee , sunris e - yo ' throw 

i t sunri se . 
( Towards the sunrise? ) 
Yes , thr ow it sunris e and don ' t look b ack - over de  lef t  shoulder and don ' t 

look b ack . Dat cleared me up . 
(Did th at happ en here in Mob i le ? ) 
Yeah . 
( How long ago ? )  
' 34 [ 1934] . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 76) , 895 : 1 . ] 
935 . Yo ' git a thresher b ird [ a  brown thrasher ] ,  yo ' know . Yo ' git  to  a 

thresher ' s nes t an ' yo ' git  nine s traws out of his nes t an ' i f  yo '  git  to �is 
man hat , yo ' kin put j es ' nine s t raws in his hat , j�s ' 

NESTING-TIME HEADACHE i f  he went to be  - yo ' unders t and whut ah mean , Doc l -
an ' when he put on his hat he ' ll have a s evere headache 

an ' he won ' t come back to yore house any mo ' . An ' ev ' ry s ummer dat headache wi ll 
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worry him till  i t  kill him - he die , he die wit de headache . 
(Why will the headache wo rry him in the s ummer? ) 
' Cause it in de summer - in de spring o f  de year when de  b irds are makin ' dere 

nes ts , dat ' s de t ime his head wi ll ache him .  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1269 ) , 2149 : 3 . ] 
9 3 6 . I know one that ' s  t rue . I have a b ro th er who went to the sanitorium 

for two years . They sa id he lo st his mind . In fact he had los t  his mind . They 
say that his  wif e  got s ome OI.U "/,-brain pOI.Uder . She went to a cunjure and they 

fixed this up and put i t  in his \�at . He los t his mind the s ame night 
he put this hat on . And he wande�d about the s t reets every night 
unt il daybreak in the morning [ like an owl ] . About s ix months ago my 
other b ro ther and my uncle were to ld to go  to New York to a Wes t 
Indian hoodoo doctor. They [he ]  g ave them s ome s tuff in an envelope 

OWL 
PROWLING 
TIME 

and he put th is on a need le and went to the insane asylum and put i t  in h is arm . 
Before he got all righ t  this doctor went back and shaved all his hair o f f  his 
head and put  some salve of  some kind on h is head . In three weeks t ime he was 
out . He went to the Wes t Indian in New York and s tayed ab out four weeks in h is 
home . [ Freder icksburg , Va . , ( 70 ) , Ed . ; Ph iladelphia , 19 3 2 . ]  

9 37 .  This is  one about a woman b eing tricked on account o f  ano ther woman ' s  
husb and . There was a married coup le that had lived toge th er happi ly for five 
years . Finally , they had a roomer come into the hous e ,  a girl ab out eighteen 

SLEEPING 
SPELL 
SEVEN DAYS 

years old . She fell very much in love wi th the woman ' s  husband , so 
much so that it caus ed a lo t o f  t roub le .  This woman that was the 
wife went to s ee a cunjure woman and had this boarder tri cke d .  She 
put her in a sleeping form and she s lep t for seven days and could 
not be awaked from that condit ion . So a hoodoo doc tor was s ent for 

in order tha t th e spell might b e  removed . At the end of every s even days this 
woman would go into th is s leeping spe ll and have to have the hoodoo dOctor !2 
remove it . Finally , one day she b ecame very very s ick ,  her s toma ch was swollen 
very b adly .  She began t o  vomit . Suddenly there were ab out a do zen live rats  
appear having come from the woman ' s  s tomach . Finally , the woman said , "I f you 
promis e  to leave my husband alone , I ' ll have the spell removed . "  She had the 
s pell removed . Th at happened s everal years ago down at Ladysmith , Virginia . 
[ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  ( 3 5 ) , Ed . ] 

9 38 .  There wus a man by the name o f  Alf red F . , he lived ab out three mile from 
here . My mother an ' father in their younger days they us ed t o  believe in cunju
rat ion ,  An' so my mother got  s i ck an ' always complaintin ' with ' er feet , an ' so 

WAIT UNTIL 
THE THIRD DA Y 

she s ends fer this man , w ' a '  choo cal l des e high men .  An ' so he 
come over an ' told her w ' a '  choo call her fo rtune . He says , "A 
wurman [woman ] has measured j ore foo t - foot t racks , "  an ' "she ' s  
g ot it buried under yore s teps , "  He s ays ,  "You ' ll never git  well 

until th is here measure is t aken from under yore s teps . "  So he says , "NOW , I ' ll 
have it taken up fer you fer so-an ' -so  much money . "  An '  she to le ' im she ' d  give 
it  to ' im - or her father tole ' im he ' d  give it to ' im - to go ahead an ' have it 
t aken up . An '  anyhow , he s ays , "You wait unt il the third day [mag ic delay ]  - on 
the th ird day , "  he s ays , "I ' ll come over here at s even o ' clock , "  he says , " an '  
I ' ll have th is measure takened up , "  An' so anyhow , when he went under the s t eps 
that night - I ' ll t ell you my belief as s oon as after I end the s tory - so he 
went under the s t ep that nigh t an ' when he come out , he come out wi th a litt le 
s t i ck about that long with nine no tches cut int o this s tick .  I t  was s o  many on 
one s ide of the s t i ck - the notches - an ' s o  many on the other s ide , j is '  the 
s ame as you scallop anything . He come out an ' he showed ' em this s tick that was 
buried under the s t eps . Next thing he hauled out an ' shows them was a litt le 
red b ag about that long , a red- f1annin [ flannel ]  bag about that long . So the 
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next thing he shows them was a lit t le bot tle ab ou t the same , about th e s ame s i z e ,  
a little bot tle with a whole lot o f  lit tle somepin o r  others i n  it , I don ' t  know 
' ut [what J was in it . I t  looked like snake sheds [shed = ecdysis ] or some kin t a 
sheds .  He comes out with that an ' he shows it to ' em an ' says , "That ' s  whut wus 
buried under your s t eps . "  Well , I figured on that after a while , I figured on 
i t , an ' then I had my opinion . I j is '  thought t.hat--be ' d  put i t  under there his
s elf . That ' s  sixty yea rs ago [ 18 7 6 J on the Island here . [ Deal Is land , Md . , 
( 108) , 2 2  : 4 . ] 

9 39 . I had an ' a ' nt and uncle . Both o f  them was s ick at the time , so we s ent 
fo ' a doctor , and i t  was close to a year and de doctors kept coming and dey s aid 

TIME ( 2) 
CHRONOLOGI CAL 

dey couldn ' t  do no good . So we got a kind o f  hoodoo doctor and 
so he came to s ee ' em and he came fer nine days and he told her 
that she ' d  have to go out under her s tep and dig . So she went 
out and dug an ' she got a b ot t le , and we looked down in it and 

NINE DAYS dere was some roots and lotsa needles and two sets o f  hair - her 
husband and her hair . And dey tole her she was tuh take it and 

put i t  in running wat er . And she did and he said in nine days he ' s  come back 
again [magic delay ] . So after that he started to rub ' em - rubb ed b o th of ' em 
and they both commence tuh git  well after that . They ' d  failed terr ib le - that ' s  
mah aunt , ah know that . Both of ' em got  better . 

(We ll that f irs t t ime - he didn ' t  tell them anything until  after he came the 
ninth time? ) 

No ,  he didn ' t tell ' em  ab out it  - he say he ' d  have to come right along . 
(I s ee - b efore he did anything at al l . )  [ Washing ton , D . C .  ( 6 2 6 ) , 80 l : 1 . J  
9 40 . Well , the peop le who do that work look like they us e it  on a Friday . 

Suppos e a fellow comes to  you and says he wants to do s ome work , he generally 

FRIDAY 
s tart on a Friday .  Now , why they pick out that particular day , I don ' t  
know , but that ' s  the day they generally s tart on . But the weaker the 
moon is , the more the work taken effect ; and the party that you working 

agains t ,  that ' s  the time they get in the r ed . You s ee . If i t ' s  anything or 
headache or pain in the leg , that ' s the time i t  taken effect - when the moon 
is weak . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 16 ) , 1156 : 1 . ] 

9 41 .  Now , de woman that ah ' m  [was ] living with , she ' d  taken advantag e  o f  me 
that way .  An' ah had a gypsy �oman [ usually a co lored woman wearing large ear
rings and pre tend ing to b e  a gypsy ] to tell me all ab out it , an ' de gypsy woman 

NINE-MONTH 
SPELL 

tole me j es '  where to find the nail on de eas t side of  de tree , an ' 
on de north s ide ah ' d  find a peg ,  an ' on de wes t s ide ah ' d  find a 
snuff-can top drove in de tree . I wro te home to mah mo ther an ' tole 
her about it . She had that t ree cut down an ' found thos e items in 

dat tree - dere was a b ig nai l ,  a small bot tle wi th a piece of mah shirt , an ' in 
that bottle there were some safety pins - hairpins , an '  that shirt , an ' two worms 
ab out that long an ' they were j es t  white . An '  the fellah [doctor ] that did i t  -
mah mother kept it an ' she pres erved those things fo ' certain days - ah don ' t  
know whut cause her to do it - an ' the fellah that d id i t  was s tandin ' at de 
windah - an ' she pored those things in the s tove an ' put keros ene to them an ' 
de wind b lowing j es '  dat way - he was s tandin ' dere an ' it b lew all in his face 
[see Smoke in Index] . He was den makin ' preparations to go out on de water [ as 
sailor or fisherman] but he never did go - he went crazy . An ' dey figured dat 
returned back on him an ' he couldn ' t s t and his own work . 

(Well , it didn ' t affect you in any way? ) 
Well , ah couldn ' t  s tay in no place , no place . 
(How did i t  happen that this gypsy woman told you ab out th is ? )  ""'\ 
Ah were down heah in Egyp t [ colored community ] - right ' cross in de same town 
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heah . [ The re was a Li t t le Egyp t near somewhere I worked on the Eas tern Shore of 
Maryland . ]  But it  wasn ' t  did here - i t  was did in the city Key [ Wes t ? ] Florida . 

An '  she came by havin ' a b ig b undle on her s houlder an ' she were hungry . So 
she ast me fo ' somethin ' t o  eat . Ah was making mah breakfas t-dinner [ b runch ] 
then . Ah tole ' er to  wait . SO /wDen ah tole her dat , de woman she - I let ' er 
in , an ' when ah let ' er in , sw( as t me to let ' er read mah hand . So ah did so , 
an ' she tole me j es '  how ah got chere an ' when ah came an ' how ah came . Ah . came 
de firs t  S unday in de month , de first  day in de week , de firs t of de month an ' 
de f ir s t  day o f  de year . An ' she said , "Dis woman yo ' marry ' er but , "  she s ays , 
"she ' s  no t chure wi fe . " An' she t ole me j es '  1ak ah tole yo ' whut was done , an ' 
she [ the wi fe ] had did it  [ th rough a doctop ] .  Dat wus put on me fo ' nine months , 
an '  ah went ailin ' fo r tho s e  months , an ' a foptune- te l lep man to le me after dat , 
if  I had gone j es '  one mo re month , ah never would have [ b een ] ab le t o  regain 
[mys elf ] • 

(Well , did you g o  back home or  did you go b ack to  your mo ther ' s  t o  get rid o f  
that s tuff? ) 

I did . [My ques tion is no t tricky ; h i s  answer is  not a lie - writing home 
was going home (see Introduction fo r ques t ions and communi cation prob lems ) . ]  
[ S t .  Petersb urg , Fla . , ( 990) , 1597 : 1. ] 

942 . De s ign dat dey ' s bo ' n  undah - j is '  1ak ah o r  yo ' wus bo ' n  undah a s ign 
1ak , dat ' s  de way yo '  work dese things . 

(Give me an example . )  
Fo ' yore luck yo ' gota work yore p rob lems on time dat yo ' wus b orn - yo '  know , 

on de month an ' de  day an ' lak dat . Den yo ' kin go { to the ] almanac an ' yo ' kin 
s ee whut - ah cain ' t call i t p lain 1ak some peop le [ can ' t s ay Zodiac ] 

ZODIAC but anyhow each one o f  thos e - s ee ,  1ak those fishes an ' de �oman an ' 
those things . Well , yo ' kin go  to that an ' yo '  kin t ell whut s ign yo ' s  

bo r n  undah . An ' it  show yo ' in de almanac whut days to  do th at on . 
(In other words if  you were do ing this work fo r s omeb ody , you do i t  according 

to the s ign he was born in . )  
Oat ' s  de b es t  time tuh do it in - de t ime dey is bo ' n  in . 
(Th e  s ign o f  Zodiac you were born in . What ab out the moon? ) 
We ll , de moon - i t ' s  de t ime dat de moon rises b efo ' day or s omethin ' 1ak dat . 

Yo ' always ket ch a full moon for s t illnes s on a ye11ah moon s ee tha t ' s  growin ' . 
A growin ' moon is fo '  prospec t s  an ' when de moon ' s  ' bout on de was t e  away , dat ' s 
de t ime den dat yo ' do fo ' not a good succes s , yo ' unders t an ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 3 8) , 1518 : 8 . 1 

943 . You do that on the las t quarter o f  the moon and then you s ee results  
for i t  on  the growing o f  the next moon or the new moon . That ' s  fo r someone doing 

s omething for you , you know , like when you want to make a person do like 
MOON you want them to do . Of  cours e ,  now , they s ay i f  you want to , you know , 

like running a p er son away o r  hurt a person o r  killing a person , you want 
to  begin on the new moon and they ' ll go away as the moon get older . S ee , like 
when you ' re running a per son away . Now , like I want to move you from this 
hous e .  Whatsomever I do ,  I do it righ t on the new moon and the fir s t  quar ter , 
and then , see , by the t ime the moon gets to  the las t quart er I ' ll leave this  home 
or I ' ll was te away or die on the las t o f  the moon . [ E li zab eth City , N .  Car . , 
( 4 3 8) , 404 : 6 . ] 

944 . They got ano ther thing to  do . They ' ll come to your home - they done my 
b rother that - my b rother ' s  b in dead nine er ten years . Comes to your home and 
kno cks on door , "Hey , S o-and-So . How you? Who y ou? " Have a b ot t le in hand and 
you got de s topper . As you call my name Carrie [ I  answer ] "Huh ? "  You got me . 

(What is your name ? )  [ Her e is  a ques tion I never asked at a later date . ]  
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Carrie C la rk .  
(We l l , a f t e r  they have g o t  you ,  what d o  they do then? ) 
Take dis b o t t l e  and cover i t up here and you keeps i t  dere . Dey kin keep you 

in de hous e o r  underneath de hous e ,  but you ' ll b e  ther e  - can nevah t r avel - or 
s ave a dime - an ' per ish - an ' yo ' mind b e  g o in '  j es '  like th at [ d emons trates -
b a ck-and- fo rth o r  up-and-down ] . That de t ru th ,  tho ugh . Dey had my b r o ther fixed 
that way . On de moon s ome t ime he go , on de young moon , and we ' d  have to hunt 
h im .  Dey had him s topped up in a b o t t ��. [ Charles t on , S .  Ca r . , ( ? ) , 6 4 6 : 5 . ]  

9 45 . I t  works by de moon . 
(What does ? )  
Dis thing - dis charm [ or hand] works by de moon . 
(That he g ave th is woman . )  
An '  s ays dat , if you live twenty [ y ea rs ] longah , dat only make i t  dat mu ch 

s t rongah . S ays ev ' ry t ime de moon goes ovah dat , she [ th e  cha rm ]  s t r engh ' nin ' 
up , g i t tin ' s t rongah . An ' he s ays dat i t ' ll weigh like a p ound [ i f ]  your lu ck 
c omin ' right [ to ]  yeh good . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 40 2 ) , 3 51 : 1 . ] 

9 4 6 . Mah g randmo th er us ed to tell me da t on a moonligh t nigh t dat a wi tch 
doctor he kin d o  mo '  th en - on a moonligh t  nigh t  than he c ould on any o the r dark 
night , b ecaus e de moon he lps him al ong with a lot o f  o th er witches and th ey g o es 
out and it s eem like des e  wit ches dey j es '  rais e f rom de g rave to come and help 
h im do a lo t of evil - on a moonligh t  night i t  re ' l ly is a evi l nigh t f e r  anyone . 
[ J acks onvi lle , Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 7 00 : 1 . ] 

9 4 7 . On th e 1 3 th o f  the month - tha t ' s  b ef o ' de new mo on , yo ' go out an ' ki ll 
a f rog and p lace him in de s un and let him dry and i f  any a f f e c ted part abo ut 
chew , why da t ' s  poisoned or anyth ing like dat , yo ' l ay dat frog on it and i t ' l l  
eas e i t . That ' s  a s u r e  cur e . [ J acks onvi lle , Fla . , ( 5 88 ) , 7 54 : 8 . ] 

9 4 8 . J i s ' lak if y o '  wanted s ome thin ' tuh work good , s e e  - yo ' work on de 
new moon . S t art on de new moon . Jis ' lak dis mawnin ' - as s oon as yo ' git up 
th is mawnin ' i f  ah wanta have s uc c es s , s e e , s ta r t  wit de new moon . I f  ah want 
yo ' b ack s oon , b ring yo ' b a ck or leave , yo ' s t art yo ' work den . I t ' s b e t t ah tuh 
work on de moon , yo ' s ee - he ' l l come b ack . Yore work will t ake e f fec t qui cker 
den - wa i t in '  t il l  de middle of de month t i l l  it g i t  o f f , c ain ' t  do nuthin den . 
[ L i t t le Rock , Ark . , ( 89 7 ) , 1469 : 8 . ] 

949 . I f  a p erson b e ' s  fixed - fixed on de young moon - well , every young 
moon d ey would have a f i t  or s omep in - lak i f  ah would fix a p er s on to have f i t s , 
every young moon she woul d have a f i t , o r  de was tin ' of a moon , [ o r ]  de fu ll o f  
d e  moon , [ o r ]  wha t evah t ime dat sh e would b e  fixe d .  We ll , ah - wh en dat moon 
would come , i t would come on her . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , ( 13 6 4 ) ,  2 40 8 : 2 . ]  

9 50 .  H e  was living a t  a p lace called Bearfi eld j us t  outs ide o f  B a l t imo re 
[Mary land ] .  He was a very g reat s inge r .  All the women fo lks loved h im for his 
s inging . His bro ther-in- law ' s gir l go t at tach ed t o  him and he couldn ' t d o  any
th ing with her , s o  he decided to dis figure h im .  I t  was his w i fe ' s b ro ther . S o  
h e  got a chi cken and put s omething on this ch i cken . After he a t e  th is chi cken he 
came naus eated . At las t , at a certain time of the moon , h e  woul d get on the b ed 
and put h is feet up in the air and keep running his two f ingers down h is throat . 
They got a hoodoo doctor and he gave him s ome medi cine b ut h e wouldn ' t  t ake i t . 
[ Freder i cksburg , Va . ,  ( 7 4 ) , Ed . ]  

9 5 1 .  I ' ll tell you how I go t mine . I g o t  i t  a t  my cous in ' s  down at a p lace , 
David Jacks on , down in C aroline [ C ounty , Vi rg inia ] .  I d rink s ome lemonade , i t  
made me s i ck . I vom i t ed i t  up , I c ouldn ' t g e t  i t  all . And I was s i ck one day 
and the nex t day I were well .  I went on unt i l  I had i t  every change of the moon . 
I throwed up a gro un ' dog [ g r o und puppy = mud puppy = h e l lb ender = s a lamander ] " '''-'' 
tha t ' s  as b ig as your finger , it has spots on it . From then on I had a spasm ' 
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and I had to leave h ome . I went to Washington [ D . C . ] .  I s tayed there two years 
in Washing ton . I went to a cunjurating doctor , a man in Washing ton , and h e  took 
it off of me , b ut I don ' t  know what he done . [ Frederi cksburg , Va . , ( 80 ) , Ed . ; 
Caroline C o . , 19 16 . ]  

9 5 2 . You c an take their shoes and carry th em down to th e r iv er at noont ime 
and let th e water run over them . Take them back and let them dry . On a full 
moon go down to thi s river , call , and keep calling them . And when they h av e  them 
s hoes on th ey ' ll walk into the river and drown thems e lves . [ Frederi cksb urg , Va . , 
( 50 ) , Ed . ] 

9 5 3 .  Take and wat ch the moon to s ee what - when th e moon - a full moon - i f 
the moon a full moon , well , there ' s  nothing . They h ave to wai t  unt i l  the moon 
is on a was t e .  See , when the moon is on the was t e , well tha t ' s  'the way they 
�as te you off - they work with the moon . [ N ew  Orleans , La . , ( 84 5 ) , 129 1 : 4 . ] 

954 . I s ay ,  they s ay when you wan ' a  do s omebody s omepin - j i s '  like you wants 
to have me j is '  draggin ' an ' �as tin ' �ay - fat as I am I could git small as I 
don ' t know what . Th ey s ay you do i t  on th e was te of th e moon - an ' as de moon 
�ases away , you �ases �ay unt i l that ' s  al l o f  you . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 78 7 ) , 
109 9 : 2 . ] 

9 55 . I f  any one o f  those th ings that I was outl ining to you - i f  the moon is 
very weak , that ' s  the t ime it is taking e f f e c t  on the indiv idual ; s e e , when the 
moon is weak . When the moon is s trong , then - we ll , they don ' t b e  as b ad .  For 
ins t ance - ( S omeone knocking . )  [ C omment by t rans crib er . ]  

(Y es ? )  [ I  call ou t - person knocking probab ly my man E dward - I turn o ff 
machine Yor a moment and then cont inue . ]  

For ins tanc e , if  a fellow would do anything to anyb ody and when th e moon i s  
weak , look like th ey take full control ove r  ' em ;  when the moon i s  s t rong , well i t  
d on ' t t ake such a n  effect . [ New Orleans , L a . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 7 : 3 . ]  

9 56 .  An ' de - fo ' a woman - yo ' kin take dis period fo ' de woman on de young 
moon , it wi ll work swel l ; but a f t er dat it don ' t do no good . Des e  woman ,  yo ' 
know , know how to us e d ey p eriod - g ive i t  to a man to eat . Al l righ t , but if 
dey don ' t g i t  i t  on de young moon it can ' t do no good . [ Wayc ros s ,  Ga . , ( 10 7 4) ,  
1 7 3 8 : 3 .  ] 

9 57 . When th e moon i s  on the wane ,  a p ers on can take a woman ' s  mins trationa L 
c Loth and wash ' em  and t ake that water and put ' em in a tree - you know , make a 
hole in th e root of the tree and pour that down in that hole and s top th at hole 
up . On the was t e  of the moon that pers on wi ll j es t  was t e  away , th ey ' ll j es t  
minis trate too much , j es t  flood t o  death . And they can take i t  on th e full o f  
the moon and do the s ame thing - we ll , the pers on wi ll b e  ill from the idea that 
they don ' t minis trate at all . Tha t ' s  done wi t the moon . [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 
157 6 : 13 . ] 

9 5 8 .  I t ' s  a b ad s ign to p lay numbers on a new moon - i t  brings s omethin ' yo ' 
wouldn ' t  have on yore mind , i t ' s  low number . Ful l  moon b r ing s a high numb er , 
like 80 ' s  or 9 0 ' s .  [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , ( 100 7 ) , 162 7 : 6 . ] 

9 59 .  Well , as fur as ah kin learn , that ' s whut g o t  me - i t  was g iven tuh me 
in s ome wh iskey . 

(What did they g ive you? ) 
Hi t was graveyard dirt - i t  was in whi skey . Wel l ,  ah had a s p e l l  - all righ t , 

ah talked out en mah hai d . We ll , but ah don ' t do i t  only at certain times - an ' 
ah does i t  now , t oo - an '  ah kin go fo ' a cer tain t ime till de moon changes -
when de moon changes ,  well , ah g i t ten dat drinkin ' spiri t in me an '  ah go an ' 
d rink . Well , dey went an ' dey d igged dis graveyard [ dirt ] an ' wheres omevah ah 
got dis whiskey at - [ doctor ] s aid d ey sprinkle it in dey whiskey an '  ah would 
drink i t . Wel l , ah didn ' t know i t . [ For drinking spe L L  & moon , see als o No . 13 . ] 
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(Wh at makes you talk that �ay? )  
Ah don ' t know - ah gues s ah ' m been like dat ever since I wus fixed like dat e 

See , ah had two spells - ah like tuh went crazy . 
(You said something ab out the spirit when you f ir s t  told me - what about the 

spiri t ? ) 
Well , it ' s de graveyard dirt - see , dat ' s  de spirit  from dere - yo ' go to  dat 

grave an ' git dat dirt . Well , dat spirit is gon ' a follow dat , yo ' know . We ll , 
ah already got s ome of i t  in me , an '  ah kin heah mah ins ides always talkin ' -
j est , yo ' know - dey talks to me j es t  like yo ' talkin ' - all kinda talks - curs es 
me an ' everyth ing . 

( These sp irits  inside of you talk to you 
Talk to me an ' then ah kin heah ord ' nary 
(And you say this only happens to you on 

all the time ? )  
people like dat e 
certain times of  the moon . Well , 

when 1.S that ? )  
That ' s  right  - when de moon change - ev ' ry time de moon change .  
(Then you hear these vo ices . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 2 ) , 1655 : 2 . ] 
9 60 .  Ah remembe r  a lady once lent a fren ' lady her shoes tuh wear - she ' s  a 

dear fren ' . When she b rought de shoes b ack - dis lady wor e her shoes to  church 
when sh e came b ack she began to swell . She swole up s o  until she didn ' t  even 

� ( 3 ) 
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favor herself . An ' so  they got doctors fo ' her and de  mo ' sh e  would 
t ake doct ors medi cine , it s eems like de wors e she would git . An ' so 
f in ' l ly someone tole h er ' b out git tin ' a root doctor . So this root 
doctor came - she was a lady - and she s aid , "Well , ah can ' t  work on 
yo ' today , see , ah have to work on you when de-spiri t tell me - ah ' ll 
come b ack maybe two days later . " She came b ack and she b rought s ome 
kin ' of a tea and she heated dis t ea and put th is girl in terrib le 
hot s t eaming wat er - j es t  was so hot s eems like it  was s calding . So 

she j es t  b athed her down - and she did that fo ' three mornings and de swe lling 
left her . 

(Why d id she b athe her d own - why no t up ? )  
She said by bath ing her down that ' l l c ause de mi sery to go on out - go on out 

[ through feet - see Downwards in Index . ] 
(Did that happen r igh t here in Mobile? ) 
That happened in Mobile . [Mob ile , Ala . ,  ( 6 74) , 89 1 : 1 . ] 
9 61 . Yo '  know , lo tsa  peop le works from de S igns , diff ' rent signs , ' caus e dey 

b o ' n  undah diff ' r ent s tars yo ' s ee .  Yo ' have tuh work undah yore s t ar an ' ah 

YOUR STAR 
have tuh work undah mah s tar , an ' j es '  b efo ' day in de mawnin ' is de 
best time tuh do mos ' any b ig s igns dat chew wanta do . Git up soon 
in de mawnin ' b ef o ' de day , at de break of day , an ' yo ' ll do yore 

works whut chew wanta work . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 24) , 2 7 2 3 : 7 . ] 
9 6 2 . I f  th ey had an i dea of  traveling , like if they wanted t ub  go no rth o r  

wanted tuh go t o  California o r  Oklahoma - well , th ey haven ' t  go t the money to g o  

DIRECTIONAL STAR 
AT CROSSROAD 

wi th . So they goes , walk out tub the forks of the road an ' 
turn dere face eas twards and would pray for the Lord to g ive ' 
them that directiona Z s tar in their mind that they might  be 
ab le to get ahold of the luck that would - even i f  they didn ' t  

have the money , that would give them that trip . An '  ah ' ve had them to say that -
why they short ly after doing th at ,  why th ey would meet up wi th s ome rich person 
who would wish for them to go as a chauffeur or as a cook o r  as a maid to such a 
place , to s uch a s t at e .  And they would go with that pers on to th at s t ate , make 
a trip j es t  by going t o  de cross o f  the road - dem forks o f  the road an '  looking 
eas tward and making that p rayer while they were s tanding there looking _�as tward , 
for that luck . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 88) , 159 4 : 2 . ] 

----
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9 6 3 . Yo ' take a toady - rock toady frog and kill it and let it dry up and den 
grind it up and put it in any meal [ food you eat ] . And every t ime de tide come 

up , you will swe ll ; when de t ide go down , you b ody will fall . [ Savannah , 
TIDE Ga . , ( 543) , 6 7 8 : 5 . ] 

9 64 . Dere somepin did to mah sis tah . She go fo ' a ice cream sodee on a 
Friday night an ' de o thah gir ls dere didn ' t like her at a ll . So she went dere at 
night an ' dey served her ice cream an ' dey f ixed her a saucer of i t , an ' a f t er

ward s she rememb ered dey sp eci ' lly bring her s aucer fu1 .  An ' after
MAGIC DELA Y ward , purt ty soon a f t er she leave , de s ide of her 1aig all commence 

pa inin ' her all de way up . An' p ur t ty s oon dey had taken an ' carry 
her home , couldn ' t  walk , where s he go t  s ick an ' de do ctah ' tended her [ and could 
not h elp her ] . An ' d a t  1aig had swo1e so , j es '  to de knee - swo 1e so dat it j es ' 
b e  a bag o f  skin dere an ' yo ' s ee s omepin like somepin wus c raw1in ' up an ' down 
her 1aig . 

So mah father , he goes an ' git him a ridge bass - a root worker , an ' he looked 
at her an ' he g ive her some t ea , some kind a tea in a j ar an ' tole her she ' d  b e  
a l l  righ t i n  ab ou t  eigh t or nine d ay s . Didn ' t [ give ] her n o  ' tenshun an ' she 
seem to be g i t t in '  wor s e  an ' wors e , an ' in ab out a week an ' a half h e  came d ere -
i t  wus in d e  mawnin ' ,  said , "Ab come tuh cure d e  g ir1 . 1 1 

Father say , "Ah hope so - she d idn ' t r e s t  any las t night an ' she no t res tin ' 
now . "  

An ' he g ive him three l i t t le tab l e t s  ' bout de s i z e  o f  an ' aspirin tab let but 
they were black . He tole u s , say , I IGit the s lop j ar . "  She taken de three , an ' 
in about f ive minutes t ime she commence gagg in ' an ' she gagged up a pure green 
f r og .  She re ' lly did d ere in d e  s lop j ar .  Ah wus s tand in ' r ight dere . 

(End o f  1429 . )  
(Tha t s tory he told me ab ou t the envelope - thr owing i t  up in the air and 

having it d isappear - he said tha t the roo t doator was o ld Doator Harr i s  down in 
Flo rence , S .  Car . )  [ Faye t tev ille , N .  C ar . , ( 1429 ) , 2 5 79 : 1 3 . ] 

FOLK MEDICINE ( 1 )  

PRINCIPLE S O F  HEALING 

[ Folk Medicine I will divide into two sub s ec t ions : ( 1 )  Prinaip Zes of Hea Zing . 
beginning here , and ( 2 )  Cure and FTo teation , which b egins on page 410 . ] 

[ A  cons id er ab le amount o f  ma terial about princip les o f  healing , cures and 
pro t ec tion has alr eady b een given . Here I would like to emphasize two things -
f olk cures about which we h ave heard little ; and the f ac t  tha t  diseas e , sicknes s , 
pain , bad luck , every thing in wi tchcraft and hoodoo i s  a spirit . ]  

[ The prob l ems of health are many , d if ficul t  and exp ens ive . I t  is unfor tunat e  
that they should a l s o  be encumb er ed with prej udi ce and supers t i tion . Concerning 
the lat t er - b elievers in witchcraf t ,  hoodoo and magic throw a halo about their 
h eads , claiming as their authority the Bib le ,  the Word o f  God : - ( l ) h� [ Mana s s eh ]  
observed times �  and used enahantments � and used witaharaft� and dea Z t  wi th a 
fami Uar spiri t� and with wizards (2  Ch .  33 : 6) - ( 2) Sau Z  had put ClLJay those tha t 
had fami Ziar spiri ts �  and the wizards � out of the Zand ( 1  Sam. 28 : 3 )  - ( 3) Thou 
sha Zt not suffer a wi tah to Zive (Ex. 2 2 : l8 ) . ]  

[ One inf ormant expr es s es the a t t i tude o f wi t chcraft and hoodoo b elievers as 
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well as th e view o f  B ib lica l  fundamentalis ts : ]  

WITCHCRAFT AND BIBLE 
9 6 5 .  Any man that don ' t b elieve in wi t chcraft don ' t 
b elieve in God . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 4 0 2 ) , 35 0 : 1 . ] 
9 6 6 .  I was s i t t ing t o  my machine s ewing when I taken sick 

in this arm and in the s p ine o f  my back ; felt j us t 1ike- a chill b egin to run over 
me . And f rom ther e my heart b eg in to beat too fas t and I though t once or twice 
that I might j us t had a dumb chiZ l  when i t  f ir s t  s t ru ck me . And my mind j us t  
lead me to get up and I ' d  go t ten up f rom my machine and I walks to my f ront por ch 
and I s i ts d own .  And then another spirit told me t o  p ray and I prayed . And 
whilst I w as doing that I walked on a ways and I come b ack and had t aken s ome 
medi cine . From there on I rang-ed [ r ang = t e lephoned ] up my b ro ther tha t I 
though t that I h ad a s t r oke or was taking one f rom the way I was and he came to 
me . And from there they prevai led wi th me to g o  to s omeone that knowed a li t t le 
mo re than I did . And they [ the doctor ] t o ld me how come that I h ad i t ; that � 
[ s ewing ] machine was dressed on this s ide . [ For ano ther b ewi t ch ed s ewing machine , 
see FA CI . 2ed . , No . 1 6 3 3 7 , p . 8 7 5 , whit e  pers on . ] And the chair that I s e t t ing in , 
i t  had - l iquid was p oured in i t  and f rom the re I los t the us e  o f  this arm , had 
no use for i t . And when I ' d  s t and up my hear t  would j us t  go so that I had to lie 
down .  But i t  wasn ' t  but one thing cured me and that was that ammonia and cooking 
s o da . And then they told me how come I to g e t  i t . I got i t  through a piece o f  
meat and b y  my machine w a s  dressed and chair . And t h e  minute that I b eg in t o  
take i t  and b egin t o  read t h e  B ib le , i t  b eg in t o  leave me . 

(Y ou di d  what ? )  
I read the 7 th Chap ter , Psa lms o f  David , in the morning and the 7 th and 8th o f  

Psalms , I read it i n  t h e  aft ernoon , and b e fore noon I ' d  t ak en that t easpoon o f  
s o d a  and ammonia . Y o u  don ' t  drap the medi cine , c aus e  when the B ib le speaks o f  
wi t ch craft you shouldn ' t  drap i t ; you should pour a certain amoun t ins t ead o f  
d rapping i t , caus e if you drap it , i t ' ll do you j us t  as much harm i f  you hadn ' t  
t aken i t . Y ou pour it . 

[Whe ther to dr op or pour medicine - no t  in the B ib le s o far as I know . ] 
(Well , how do you pour it then ? )  
Jus t hold i t  and pour i t  - a cer tain amount as you think you should t ake int o 

the glass , ins t ead o f  drapping i t . Wel l ,  that ' s  what I ' d t aken and then f rom 
ther e on I begin to rub this arm wi th alcoh o l  to help t o  gain the s tr ength b a ck 
and by reading the Psalms o f  David - j us t  taking it right b ack to the one who put 
i t  on me . 

(Did you als o t ake this medi c ine in the aft ernoon when you read thi s  chap ter 
in the af t ernoon? ) 

I ' d  taken the medicine in the morning and read the chap ter r igh t along with i �  
(You didn ' t  take any medicine i n  the af t ernoon? ) 

No , j us t in the morning . 
( Once a d ay .  I s ee . ) [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 10 ) , 9 80 : 3 . ] 
9 6 7 . [ Someone b egrudg ed ] me b ecaus e ah was g i t tin ' ' long pret ty good and day 

d idn ' t wanta see me git along , you know , and s o  dey us ed s ome kin ' of insex 
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[ insects ] on me . 
(What happened to you? ) 

We ll , ah got s o  ah could h ear things hol1e rin ' all de t ime any -
katydids was in mah haid , thos e o le katdydids - frogs was ho1ler in ' 
l ike dey does in a pond yo ' know - ever ' kin ' o f  thing w as holler in '  

in mah haid - j es t  had me goin ' c razy . 
(What did you do then , about i t ? )  
A fortune te  Uer lady come dere and made me u s e  dis here coo water f!'bIn d e  cow 

on mah haid and sh e killed ' em .  
\, 
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(Well , j us t  how d i d  she us e that ? )  
She had me tuh git  i t  - ah don ' t know whut she did with i t , but she give it 

tuh me and ah had t o wash mah haid ; took mah hair all out mah haid i t  did and ah 
commence gettin '  bettah .  She ki lled ' em .  Ah could s ee ' em all runnin ' ab out in 
mah f lesh - yes sir , dey was j es '  runnin ' about in mah f lesh - could see ' em -
peop l e  could look at ' em . \ 

(How long did you us e this aow water? ) 
Ah had to us e  if  o f f  and on about s ix months ' fore ah got res ults out o f  i t . 
(Did you b athe your head every day ? ) 
Ever ' o ther day one - one the othah of  ' em - but she told me to  bathe ever ' 

day unt il they got bath-ed down and when they got  bath-ed down ,  she s tarted to 
us e it  ever '  o thah day . 

(Did that happen round here in Mob ile? ) 
No sir , ah was in Marengo County , Alabama . I t ' s  b een now j es '  ab out twenty

five years ago . 
[I mus t  have asked how these live things were put int o her . ] 
Take a frog , yo '  know and tie h im - tie all his feet , tie  the frog hog-fashion 

[=  ho g- tie = tying all 4 fee t  together ] .  Dey take ' im an ' put ' im s omewhare down 
whare he can walk over ' im ,  an ' dey s ay in 9 days dey come alive an ' b e  in yo ' .  
Dey s ay dat ' s  how dey put dem in me . Dere ' s  a [ another ] lady come an ' tuk it up 
righ t whare ah walk out over ' im . 

(You have to walk over this  b efore i t  gets into you . That ' s  supposed t o  go 
int o you . )  

Dat ' s  de way sh e [ an enemy ] had me fixed up . 
(How would you get rid o f  a thing o f tha t  sort? ) 
Well , dat ' s whut [why ] she had me us.in ' dat cow ahOJTiber Zye . An '  she had me 

to use de othah , t oo ; make a pad an ' put on heah - dat whut ki lled ' em .  
(What other do you mean - the dung o f  the cow ?  Put i t  where - o n  your head? ) 
[ This is not a leading ques tion b ecause she had pointed to  her head when 

s aying put on heah , but I want her t o  s ay head for the record . ]  
Yes , she had me a big round thing made , an ' I had to  wear dat up on top o f  mah 

haid . An '  I tole ' er ah hated to wear dat s tuff on top o f  mah haid . She s aid ah 
had to  do any thing to get well . [Mob i le ,  Ala . , ( 7 0 6 ) , 9 7 0 : 2 . ] 

9 6 8 . [ S ince doator mediaine or mediaa Z mediaine i s  worth les s in hoodoo 
(pp . 217- 2 18) , a doator mus t  make his own : ]  

About 1934  I was livin ' at Mt . O live [North Caro lina ] and I mar ri ed a man up 
there and we married and s tayed toge ther around s ix months all  right , and there 

DOCTOR 
MAKES MEDI C INE 

NO . 8 7 6  

was a woman , she claimed to b e  a friend o f  mine , she was 1ikin ' 
mah husband . And [ a f t er ]  about s ix months I went t o  feelin ' 
b ad - all s t irred up in mah s t omach - and the seventh month I 
remembah dey was s omething moving in my s t omik like a b aby . I 
s uffered with that for qui t e  awhile . I s tayed s ick a �ong time 

and nothin ' couldn ' t  seem to me no good . I went to  a hospi tal . De do ctor say I 
wasn ' t  pregnant or nothin ' - couldn ' t  nothin ' do me no good . 

Mah father-in-law went and got a doator from Florence [ South Caro lina ] . This 
doator s ai d  that I had been - s omeb ody had put a spell on me . He s aid i f  he 
couldn ' t  get it out in less time than a year , that I would die . S o  this doator 
s t ayed around and worked on me fo r qui te awhile . He gave me s ome medi cine . The 
numbers on that medicine was 8 7 6  [ numbers backwards ] .  I t  was some b lack toni c .  
[See B lack draft , i n  Index . ] 

(D o  you buy i t  in a d rug s tore? ) 
No sir , you don ' t .  I t ' s  a medicine he made . 
(Was it in a bot tle? ) 
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Yes s i r . 
( Did he have a lab e l  pas t ed on the b o t t le ? ) 
Yes s i r . And s o  I t ook that med i c in e  o f f  and on three times a day b ef o r e  

ev ' ry me al . And in ab out - a f t e r  I taken de medi cine I was s i ck � er fo ' months , 
th en I b egan t o  feel b e t t er , g e t t in '  up and walkin ' around . And i t  s e em  like 
that feeling i t  went t o  goin ' down in mah f ee t , t o  wo rk wo rkin ' out mah b o dy .  
And he rubb ed me wi th s ome med i cine cal led Do Easy , s ome wh i t e  tonic - i t  wasn ' t  
licrice [ liquid ] , but i t  was like a s alve . [ N o t i c e  the magi c color change , b la ck 
t o  wh i t e . ] 

(Did you buy it a t  the d rug s t ore o r  was i t  his own med i cine ? ) 
I t  was his own medi cine he had . 
(How d i d  he spe ll that ? )  
D-U-E - I don ' t know exa c t ly how that was spelled . But the name o f  i t  was 

Do Eas y .  And he rubb ed mah knees wi t dat medicine . And h e  s ay ,  t o ld mah f a ther 
[ - in- law ] , he [ the Y'oot doatoY' ] s ay , "Th ey ' s a Y'oot und er the s t ep . "  And h e  
vent out there and dug under t h e  s t ep leg [ p o s t o r  s t ake h o lding u p  s t ep ] ,  and 
there was in de b o t t le - ab out dat high , abo u t  dat long I mean [ demons t rates ] .  

( Six o r  s even inches long . )  
Yes s i r . And it was hal f- fu ll o f  something whi t e . I don ' t know wha t  i t  was . 

And in ther e was s ome th ing s hap e round like a Y'oot , and hairs on one end and 
clean on the othe r . And he s ay ,  " Th is is what caus e zho o  to b e  s i ck . " And he 
t ook that on b ack wi th him , he didn ' t leave i t . And he s ai d  - I was s i ck then 
a f t e r  he l e f t  f o ' aroun ' ab ou t  three months , and then I go t up and was walkin ' 
a l l  righ t . 

I came d own here [ to Wi lmington ] and lived . That was 19 36 wh en I moved down 
here , las t year round about May . And I took s i ck ag ain . Wel l , I went - ev ' ry 
t ime - i t  s eem l ike ev ' ry t ime in de nigh t I go to b aid I would s e em like unre s t 
l es s . S o  it was a man s tay roun ' on Campb ell S t reet , h e  s ay ,  " I  know wha t ' s  de 
mat t er wid cho o . "  He s ay , " I t  s omething under your mat t res s . Wel l , "  h e  s ay ,  " i t  
co s ' aroun ' f i f t een dollahs t o  g i t  r i d  o f  th at . "  I s aid , "Wel l , I h aven ' t  g o t  a 
penny now - will you wai t  on me ? "  He s aid , "I d on ' t know . "  "We l l ,  I ' l l s end mah 
husband over dere and t alk wit j eh . " He went on in then an ' go t  s omep in from 
under mah ma t tress . I t  was flat - ' tween two mat t res s - it was f lat ,  r i ght on 
the s id e  I laid on . I t  was ' tween th e two mat t ress wrapped up in a pap ah . And 
what dat was I don ' t  know . I s een him when he t ook it out . I h aven ' t  b e en 
t r oub led wit mahself now s ince he t ook it from out de baid . [See George Jacks on 
margin- t i t le f or an old- time r making , s ing ing , his medicine . ]  [Wi lming ton , N .  
C ar . , ( 2 7 2 ) , 19 3 : 3 . ]  

9 69 . [ Eve ryone has heard o f  the doub le - c ros s ; her e i s  a triple-cross - three 
c ro s s es in a row or the le t t er X r epea t ed three times : ]  

THE TRIPLE CROS S 
MED IC INE LABELED XXX 

I went t o  s e e  what they call a two-headed man . And thi s  
p a rti cular man pres c r ib ed to me , h e  s ays , I ITake you thre e  
tab l espoonfuls o f  s a l tp e t er and p ut i n  your b a th water 
ev ' ry t ime that y ou b athe . And wh enever you h ave an 

int er course with this parti cular individual , b e  car e ful to wet tha t  rag - you 
see , because tha t have the tendency to tie you , to have you tied t o  a woman -
continual ly us ing that rag and you s leep ing on that rag ev ' ry  nigh t and no t 
w e t t ing i t . " 

(How do you mean? What would she wet i t  with ? ) 
Well , j u s t  the water - p lain water , yo u  s ee ,  b ecaus e it s o aks that f luid o f f  

o f  there and i t  doesn ' t  leave any dang er o f  any harm b eing done . 
Then , he gave me what they call [ he ca lls ] the Th ree X I S  packag e .  
(The Three X ' s  packag e ? ) 
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Three X ' s  pa ckag e , yes s ir - call i t  the Th ree X ' s  - they j us t  the common , 
no more than th ree X ' s .  

(Three X pa ckage . )  
The Th ree X package [ mag i c  o f  rep e t i t ion ] .  
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He told me t o  t ake th e Th ree X package - i t  cons is t ed o f  a lit t le powde r  in 
a can - j us t  exact ly how i t  was - i t  cons is ted o f  a powder s ubs tance - the powder 
s eemed to have b een in there but it would come like a pas te . Well , at that 
part icular t ime I cou ldn ' t  have an intercourse with any o th er woman o ther than 
my woman - the woman that I was living wi th [see No . 7 9 6 , p . 2 69 ] . He t o ld me to 
take th is s tuf f and p lace it und er the head of my - j us t  at the t ime that I could 
g e t  ready to h ave an int ercourse with th e one that I was tied t o , and that i t  -
and in the cours e o f  t ime , and washing in this s al tpeter and in the c ours e o f  
t ime , why I found that I could g o  out and have o ther women . 

(Now , what was on this package - th is XXX p ackag e ? ) 
I t  - it was j us t  th e XXX p a ckag e . The d irec t i ons h e  gave me tho s e  hims e lf ,  

b ecaus e no doub t thos e s e crets have t o  b e  care fully guarded and like . 
(Was there three X ' s  on the p a ckage ? )  
Three X - yes , s ir .  
(And no thing else on i t  at all? ) 
That ' s  all - three X .  
(Was i t  drawn on or p rinted on? ) 
P r int ed . 
(P rin t ed on . Nothing - was i t  a whi t e  packag e o r  s omet.h ing or that s o r t ? ) 
No , s ir - i t  was j us t - y ou ' ve s een these p i ll b oxes h aven ' t  you? 
(Yes . ) 
We ll , the box was wh i t e  t r immed in b lue . I t  was j us t  like you would have a 

p i l l-box . 
(And then i t  had a s t i cker on there with th re e X ' s  on i t ? )  
Three X - yes , s ir . [ Vi cksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 7 6 2 ) , 10 42 : 10 . ] 
9 7 0 . [ The pr eced ing doctor was ori g inal only when b oxing and lab eling his 

me di cine ; the three cross es being an o ld fo lklore devi ce : ]  
By making a cros smark - prob ' b ly i f  they had s ome kind o f  a boil 

CROS SMARK CURE or somep in on ' em ,  making a cros smark on it an ' th en marking i t  
w ith s p i t  t o  carry i t  away . 

( How do they mark it with s p it ? )  
Jes ' mark i t  three t imes crossways . 
( Th at would t ake the boil away ? )  

Yes , s i r  - remove it .  
[ "To remove a wart make a cros s over i t  at three d i ff e rent t ime s on Friday and 

do this three Fridays in succes s ion" (FACI , 2ed . , No . 7006 , p .  324)  • ] [Way cros s ,  
Ga . , ( 1061) , 1 7 2 1 : 14 . ] 

9 7 1 .  Now , I had s ome of that in our f am ' ly .  I r emember , I an ' mah aunt ' s b oy 
rode eight mile from the ' ah to p lay a game o f  b as eb all . Wel l , we g o  over the ' ah .  

A f t er the b a l l  game wus over - tho s e  days whiskey wus in that 
MEDICINE BY P ROXY c oun t ry an ' b ein ' wild , we though t we dr ink a li t t le whiskey 

wi t de b oy s  af ter we win d e  game . We p layed with thos e b oys 
an ' they g ive us a real nice t ime . All right . 

S o  that night when we get back - we live in a li t t le coun try town at that t ime 
out f rom S ewanee [ Tennes s ee ]  - i t  wus a s upp e r . I t  wus on a S aturday nigh t .  So 
we puts our hors es up an '  we go out t o  the supp er . 

And one our niece ' s  d aught er ' s  wus runnin ' for a watch - a pri z e , and she says 
to me , she says ,  "Cous in Rob , "  she s ays , " gi ve me s omepin on mah prize . "  

I s ays , "Al l right . "  
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When sh e got ar ound to the o ther b oy , Johnni e ,  she s ay s , "Cous in Johnnie , "  she 
s ays ,  " g iv e  me s omep in on mah prize . "  

He s ays , "All right . 1 I 
He give a do llah , I g ive a do llah . 
At the ma in time , he s ays , "Alice , I don ' t  feel good , like I ' m g on ' a  live to 

s e e you wear it . 1 I 
And she wus f o r  winnin ' the pr i z e  that S unday - takin ' up a col le c t ion . Th e 

one who had th e b i g g e s t  collect ion won the prize . 
Ab ou t  t en minutes a f ter he s aid tha t , he s e t  down .  Wel l , he gets d i z zy head 

he s aid . All a t  one s t  he f e l l  ovah . When he f e l l  ovah , ever ' b ody in the church , 
s omep in like a church supper , they rally [ really ] had things t o  sell - we l l , I ' m 
g et tin ' s cared - thought perhap s - well , our peop le didn ' t  know we drank whiskey 
and I though t perhaps he ' d  g o t  too much whis key , you know . Now , I ' m s ca red now , 
and didn ' t want nob ody know that we evah t aken a drink . 

And all at ones t  - i t  wus an o le man there wus s omepin like whut th ey ca ll a 
ruo-head man , a wit ch , he comes up and he s ays , ' 'Mis s Howard , "  he s ays , l Iyour 
b oy ' s  hurt . " 

And ano ther one o f  our aunt ' s  boy had driv out there [ to church s upper ] th at 
ni gh t  in a buggy . 

And thi s  o le man s a.y , " I f  you go to Tullahoma " - gues s you heard o f  Tul lahoma , 
T enne s s ee - " and get ole man Jack C leveland and g e t  him to come here and s ee your 
b oy , ' caus e  he ' s  hurt . "  He wus a fortune t eller , this man who ' s  t e llin ' i t . 

And it wasn ' t  any one t o  g o , and it j us t  s omepin came to me , s aid , l Iyou go . "  
I ' d  nevah been t o  Tullahoma , the dirt road , in mah life ; but I ' d been through 
there several t imes on the train . I knowed nothin ' ab out the dirt road . 

And so mah cousin said , "There ' s  the buggy and mar e . "  He s ay s , " I f  y ou d rive 
' er , "  he say , "and try to git there , "  he s ay s , "you ki ll ' !! r , we got s ome m�e . "  

And I j is '  g i t s  in de buggy and - goes right out through d e  supper and ge�s in 
this b ug gy . And I dr ives as fur in de count ry as I knowed . When I got in this 
[ unknown p art of the ] country somep in come t o  me , s ay s , "S la ckin ' your line . "  I 
give this mare the line . She goes right s traight to Tullahoma , three mile on de 
o ther s ide o f  Tullahoma , and walks up to this man gate and ni ckered . 

And when this mare nickered , this man come t o  the doah . Nevah s een ' im b efore 
in mah life . He c alled me directly by my name , t o ld me direct ly b e f o re I go t ou t 
whu t wus the troub le .  I came in the house . I ' m s cared a fter h e  told s o  much . 
He s ent one o f  his girls to take the mare and put h er up . He s ay s , " Come in . "  

I s e t  down . I ' m s cared . 
He taken a s i lver dime , he filed this dime up into a glass of wate r , s ome of 

i t , and he says , "Take a drink o f  it . "  
I drank it , s cared to no t d rink it , [b eing ] young . I drinked th at . 
He s ays , "Now , "  he says , "You ' ve driv y our mare pur ty h ard , "  he s ays , " i t  over 

eight een mile . "  He say s , "In the morning w e ' ll go . "  And h e  s ays , "Your nephew 
[ cous in ] i s  poisoned. He ' s poisoned ab out a g ir l , they t ry in ' to make h im mar ry 

her , and the girl s aid he ' s  not guilty o f  whut he ' s  ' cus ed o f . And he ' s  pois oned 
in eggs . "  

So it wus that 
easy that ni ght . 

When we git t o 
mare up . "  

next day , it wus Sunday . That wus Saturday nigh t . We res t 
Next morning we gets up and hi tches up and we dr ive . 
our hous e ,  mah aunt ' s  house , h e  s ay , "You go ahead and put y our 

Well , when he s tep in de hous e - in thos e days we had tho s e  o le mu z z le- loader 
sh otguns , i t  wus up over a rack ; but , he takes this gun o f f  o f  the rack and g ives 
it to mah aunt , but t e lls her noth ing . All righ t . 

He s ays , "De one that poisoned this b oy ,  I ' m  gon '  a bring him h ere so ever ' body 
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will s ee ' im . " 
And white people knowed de boy , and there wus s everal [wh it e ]  peop le there to 

find out how he got , ' caus e he ' s  awful bad . By me drinkin ' this s i lver ki lled 
de pains in him and eas e him till he gits there . 

Well , aft er he did that , he calls this man [ the poisoner ' s ]  name three times . 
This is true . This o le man name wus S am  H .  [a  whi te man ] . He come runnin ' down 
the b ig road , a lane , with his shoe s o f f , b are footed , in his s ock feet , and b are
headed and no coat on . He runs right up in de yard . He s ays , "Mis s  Howard , "  he 
says , "How is Johnnie? " 

And she says , "He ' s  re stin ' purty well this morning , Mr . H . "  
He turn around and he b reaks r ight out up the lane j us t  as - an ' I reaches up 

afte r the gun and he pats me and says , "I taken kear o f  that . "  
All right . He goes under our s teps , but I don ' t know whut it  wus .  He taken 

out a li t t le red sack ab out so long . In thos e days we ' d  s aw a gum tree down and 
split i t  and make s t ep s  out o f  it . And he rais es up that s t ep and he takes it 
out . He takes this boy and put a tin tub under him , and he ask ever 'body to come 
in de hous e . When they came in the hous e he taken a t in wash tub and set i t  by 
de b ed .  He retch over and he got this boy and he spoke in de Name of de Lord . 
He rubb ed him in the back o f  his head and he commence th rowing up .  Jis ' what h e  
s ai d th at he  wus poisoned o n  that night , h e  threw up - nothing b u t  eggs clogged 
in him ,  eggs what would b een cooked . He had ete those at th is man ' s  [Mr . H ' s ]  
hous e . Af t er he did that he laid back , laid b ack on the b ed ,  and he rubb ed him . 

And he say s ,  "Now lis t en , " he told ' em ,  ever ' b ody , he says , " I  don ' t put no 
spe lls on nob o dy , "  he s ay s , "but I do mine in de Name o f  de Lord , "  he s ays , "but 
I don ' t know , "  he s ays , "he ' s  g o t  si ch a ho lt on him , "  he says , ''he may live five 
years , he may live t en . "  

All righ t . He [ the p atient ] gits  up [well ] . We ran together , we p layed b all 
a year or two together . 

One day him and I were at the woo dpile cut tin ' wood . This man [Mr . H . ] came 
down de road - h e ' d  b een pas s ing right by de - hous e that they said poison him . He 
came down de road and this boy when he s een him coming , you never heard him cus s  
around b efore , h e  said , "Yonder comes that God damn bald-headed s on-o f-a-b i t ch" -
commence to dancin ' ,  j is '  dancin ' .  When this  man g i ts to  b e  even wi th him , he 
runs out and j i s ' s p lits  his head wide open with this axe , killed him right there 
b e fore anybody g i t  a ho lt . And he j is '  commence dancin ' aroun ' , and s ays ,  "Oh ,  I 
told j ah  I ' d  git yah ;  I told j ah I ' d  git y ah . "  

They caught him and s ent him "to  de ' sylum. He lived three days in de ' sylum .  
And b efore th is child that h e  wus ' cus ed o f  being with this girl , before this 

chi ld wus born , he [ the conj urer ] told directly who would be the father .  And the 
girl never did ' cuse de boy of wrong . Her father and mo ther were b ad b lack fo lk .  
He s ay ,  "When this girl bring this child it ' ll b e  a whi te-man child . "  He told 
de peop le ' s  name . And i t  was true . He ' s  a grown man today . He ' s  livin ' today . 
[ Baltimore , Md . , ( 14 2 ) , l26? : 1 ;  happened 189 4 . ]  

9 7 2 . Dat was in Roanoke , Vi rginia . Dere was a fellah over dere called Doctor 
[ Someb ody ] . See , he was a negro - he was called de b es t  root doctor in de world , 

Doctor P i t ron , Peckrum . 
(Doctor what ? )  

THE RITUAL BATH Doctor Peckrom - Roanoke , Virginia - Pinkerton . 
(Doctor P inker ton? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Well , b e fo ' he died , ah heard dat he had a hous e 

there which was called - and it was a red house , and they wouldn ' t  let ncibody go 
t o  that house .  And if a pat ient come to  him for any thing , he ' d  s end them to that 
little pool he had dug in there ,  and ah ' ve heard several say that when they got 
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into the p o o l , de pool was j es t  kind a o rdinary wa te r ,  you s ay for ins t ance ,  but 
when d ey come out a de poo l de water wou ld b e  b lack as de back of my han ' . And he 
called that a aonsea�ted heaLin ' watep f rom a root dey call foup aorneps of de 
worLd - dat ' s  a herb . All right , but ah didn ' t s ee dat mys e l f . 

(What did he have that pool for? Wh at did they go into that pool fo r ? )  
D a t  was a p lace dat h e  had dere - peop le come t o  s e e  him and if they had any 

kind o f  a dis eas e or any kind o f  - anybo dy hurt ' em ,  dey ' d  cur e ' em in dat way , 
and dey s aid when dey come outa dat pool , d ey would nevah be b o thered ag in . 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 54 8 ) , 6 8 2 : 3 . )  

9 7 3 . There was a man once h e  go t into s ome troub l e  and he went to Elizab e th
town [North Caro lina ) , and it was way out on the h i l l  s ome p lace , ab out t en miles 
out [ from the t own )  on de p lace , and he came t o  this lady ' s  home . And wheneve r 
she alive [while she live d ]  she [ her voi ce ) s ounded like a t urkey . [ A  voi ce 
s ounding like a turkey mus t no t b e  too rare - Bee a doatop cal le d Turkey Gobbl er , 
No . 848 , p . 29 4 . ] She ca rried him on in a li t t le p lace and they had a p ump - and 
a lit t le place it shape like a b a thtub , but i t ' s  made out o f  cemen t [ a  d rinking 
trough fo r animals ? ] . And she carried him in there and p ump wa ter out o f  de pump 
and s pr inkled him with i t , and got s ome kin ' a salve and s ome b rown- lookin ' dus t 
and put on him , and gave i t  to him and rubbed i t  in his hair and hands , and to le 
' im to go on b ack home . And he never got caugh t [ by th e p o l i ce ) . [Wi lming t on , 

N .  Car . , ( 2 19 ) , 131+85 : 10 ;  19 3 5 . ]  
9 7 4 .  Ah was hoodooed in 1 89 5 - ah were in de wh i t e- fo lks kit chen cooking . At 

home on de night b efo ' ah got b l ind . Ah s een a woman , yo ' know , go in ' down on de 
gr oun ' makin ' a mark - making a mark and she s ay ,  "When she come ' long she go in ' 
walk right ovah th is " - in mah d ream yo ' know . So wh en ah went on th at morning 
sh e was at de ki t chen do ' .  And ah wa lked in de ki t chen do ' an ' op ened d e  do ' an ' 
mad e a fire in de s tove , and when ah made a fire in de s t ove ah made mah b i s cui ts 
and put dem in de s tove and put on mah co f fee and put on mah g ri t s , an ' go t mah 
b acon re ady to fry . 

(Where did thi s  happ en? ) 
In Camden , Alabama . Y es , s i r  - dat ' s  mah home . Y es s ir , Camden , Alab ama .  

A f t er ah got that all re ady , ah went to s e t  mah tab l e . Got mah tab le all se t an ' 
every thing and come b ack to de kit chen , ah was t aken wit a swimming in de head 
s o  b ad ah j es '  couldn ' t  hard ly s e e . Ah s ays , "Whut ' s  de mat t er ? " Ah pulled de 
line r ? ] off an ' then ah wen t on b ack in de ki t chen . Ah went tub s toop down to 
open de door to git de bis cui ts out de s t ove an ' fell an ' dey had tuh carry me 
home . Dere ' s  a ole man name - let see whut was dat o le man name . Uncle Nas e . 
Well , mah mo the r s ent fo ' him and he come an ' tole her she j es '  did s end in t ime 
tuh s ave me , and h e  went in d e  woods and g o t  s ome o f  th es e g re en cuckee [ cockle ] 
burs , mad e a p oultice and put i t  all ovah my head - j es '  wrapp ed �e up in it ch ew 
know . An '  den de next mo rning he was tub b a the me . He g ive me s ome s al tpeter 
and s ome BOdY and s al t  to put in water - tho s e  th ree thing s an ' ah b a thes wi th i t  
an ' every morning throw it to de sunris e .  Yes , s ir - every mo rning th row i t  s un
ris e .  An '  after that ah b egin tuh g i t  all righ t , unti l  ah go t cher e in Mob i le . 

One day ah was working agin out heah on Montgome ry S t reet loop in Mob ile h eah . 
Well , dat ain ' t  b een ab out five years ago . 

(Government S treet and S t .  Luke ? ) 
Yes s ir ,  that ' s  righ t , and this leg swo le up on me s o  bad , y o ' s ee ,  ah thought 

it was b roken an ' ah s ent fo ' a do ctor and no doc t o r  - dey worked on it and dey/ 
couldn ' t  do it any good . And so ah bathed i t  in salty wa t er - yo ' know that .. 
always i s  mighty good . Couldn ' t  do nuthin wi th i t . Well , i t  b egin to burst and 
l i t t le ole b ug s  ran o u t  o f  i t . S o  ah went to a man dat was called to be wise , 
yo ' know ,  and he tole me tuh git me s ome s altpeter and s ome BOdY an ' vineg ar , an ' 
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m i x  them a l l  together and bathe i t  in . Ah did an ' i t ' s  a l l  right now . [Mob i l e , 
Ala . , ( 7 0 3 ) , 9 6 3 : 11 . ]  

9 7 5 .  I get out o f  b ed . I b roke down s o  b lue over th e cond i tion . I said tuh 
h im to g i t  away from the hous e .  I had s ent the chi ldren away w i th de j ar in case 
he migh t  have raised sand and [ h ave b ecome ] s up ers t i ti ous [ s us p i cious ] that I had 

i t . So I s aid to him , " Ah ' m goin ' tuh the drug s tore , I ' m s o  
BATHING DOWNWARD s i ck ,  an ' g i t  me s ome medi cine . Ah ' m  going on Clay S t reet and 

g i t  me s ome wh iskey . "  Had no idea or I had no intent ion of 
g e t t ing i t , but that was to g e t  away from th e hous e . 

S o  ah went t o  whe re I had t o ld th e chi ldren to go . I get a top and put on the 
j ar and c ome on back home and locked i t  in th e chi f forob e  o f  the front room . The 
nex t morning ah went ab out mah work , didn ' t show h im any super s t i t i ous [ nes s = 
susp i c i on = any indicat ion I had the j ar ] , and around one ' c lock ah l e f t  home 
w i th the j a r and ah taken i t  o f f  and ah went to a woman ' s  hous e , and ah said to 
her , ah said , " P lease tell me wha t  is th is and what i s  i t  f a ' ? " She took the j a r 
grace fully in her hands and she sho ok i t  thi s  way [ demon s t r at es ] .  She laid i t  on 
de f loor [ demons t rates ] .  She p i ck i t  up agin an ' she shook i t  and she looke d  
through i t  thi s  way [ demons t r a t es ] .  S h e  l a i d  i t b a ck o n  de f l o o r  [ demons t ra tes ] .  
She g i t s  up from me and she goes into a ex tra b ed room .  

(Her ex tra b edroom . ) 
[ The doator i s  putting on one o f  many pos s ib le a c t s . Th e cas e  is s o  di f fi cult 

she mus t  read for it - consult the s p i rit s . Informa t i on in fortune- tel ling comes 
f rom s p i r i t s . ]  

She came b a ck wi th a d eck o f  cards and she b egin to shu f f le the ca rds j is '  
holding her hand - the car ds was holded in her hands . She said tuh me -

( She held a handful o f  cards . )  
He held her hands fulla cards this way [ demons trates ] .  
( Two hand s of cards . )  
She had the cards in b o th o f  her hands im ' she s aid to me , she s ai d , "I t ' s  a 

man tha t ' s  do ing thi s . 1 I [ This is one o f  a fo rtune- t e l le r ' s  s to ck s t atement s  f or 
a woman c l ient or p a t i en t . ]  She s ays , "How could a man have s uch a mean heart to 
do h i s  wife like he ' s  doing . "  She s ays ,  "That ' s  your husb and that ' s  doing these 
mean thing s t o  you . "  She says , "Yo ' re s i ck ,  too , "  she s ays , " the-s on-o f-a-b i t ch 
ough t t o  b e  dead in hell f er taking such advantage o f  his w i f e  when she h as put 
forth every e f f o r t to make h im happy . "  She taken the deck of cards down and 
hold ing them into two hand s an ' she held ' em in one hand , an ' she went an ' she 
got a b o t t le - this b o t t le . 

(Tha t b ot t le you have in your hand . )  
Thi s  b o t t le that I ' ve got in my hand . 
She filled i t  with a liquid o i l  and the co lo r was nut-b rown . She s ays to me , 

sh e s ay .  "Ah want chew tuh go home this a f ternoon . 1 I Mah eyes wer e so they s eemed 
to have a skin over them tha t ah couldn ' t s ee - they were very s or e . When I went 
to look around ah had to turn al l  around - ah couldn ' t  roll mah eyes b ecaus e th ey 
hurt s o  b ad and mah face ache and I couldn ' t  c los e  my hands . I wash ed an ' ironed 
and I got to the p lace whe re I c ou ldn ' t hold mah ir ons in my hand . She s ays to 
me , sh e s ay s , "In thi s  b o t tle" - when she came b ack to me a f ter g et ting up wi th 
the cards and going in to ano ther room - she s ay s . "You take this and you " s e e  my 
hand ? "  I s ays , "Yes . "  She say , "Toni ght when you g o  home , g i t  chew a teacup of 
wa rm wat e r  - let i t  b e  r eal hot b o i ling wa ter . "  She s ay .  "Yo ' p o ' th at ' much of 
it [ oi l  - demons tra t es ]  in the cup of b oi lin ' water and th en p o ' it into a wash 
b as in . "  She s ays , "Take any ord ' nary c lean rag and , "  she s ays , " ' noint chure 
fa ce .,�' She s ays , " S tart this way w i th the rag , w i th your hand op en , j is '  with 
th� rag you know , t o  help your [ almos t  clos ed ] hand . "  She s ays ,  "Let i t  come 
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gracefully over your shoulders [ demons trates ] . " 
(Now wai t , you c�me down the le ft s ide firs t ? )  

.Xes , from the le ft s ide firs t • 
. - (With your open hand - with the rag on your open hand - over y our face , down 

{over your left shoulder and down your left arm . )  
i Right on out t o  th e end o f  mah f ingers . Taken mah lef t hand and did the s ame 
' way , going out mah righ t  hand . 

(You take your righ t hand and go down your left arm - then you take your left 
hand and g o  down your right arm out to the fingertips . )  

That ' s r igh t . 
After doing that , she s ays , take the remains . 
(Do you do that j us t  once? )  
Jis ' once . 
Af ter doing that take the remains of the water , s tart b eyond mah knee - mah 

knees were swole up - one swole up ab out like that [ demons t rates ] .  
(Huge . ) 
Then ah ' d  taken i t  from j us t  ab ove mah knee and squeeze the water and then put 

de bottom of  mah feet in the remains o f  i t . 
( I  don ' t qui t e  unders tand - af ter you finished wi th your hands , then you do 

what ? )  
Pull mah dress up and put mah feet in de b as in and taken de s ame rag an ' ,  yo ' 

know , run mah hand into de b as in , pul ls i t  up and j es '  s queeze the wat er with mah 
hand and let it run down mah laigs . 

(Wh i ch leg do you b egin with? ) 
Mah left laig - mah lef t laig fir st like I did with mah left arm . 
(Up your leg t o  your knee? ) 
No , ah went down - s tart fr om ovah mah kneecap and go down . [ She had already 

implied thi s  but I wanted her definite statement , "Ah went down . " ]  
(Then what d o  you do? ) 
Then after I did that -
(You squeeze that water out you s ay? ) 
The rag - an ' l et de water run down mah laig . Then ah ' d  taken that feet out 

o f  the b as in and taken mah left hand and did the same thing on mah right feet . 
Ah didn ' t dry them - j es '  sit  by de f ire . Then she says ,  "Take - " . 

(Now wai t a minute - you take the r ight hand and you put i t  down in the water 
and fi ll the rag full o f  water . Then you s queeze that water over your left knee 
and let it run down into the pan . )  

That ' s  righ t . 
(Then you put your right foo t  into the pan and t ake your left hand and you dip 

that down and wet the rag and then you squeeze it out over your knee and let the 
wat er run down your right leg . )  

That ' s  correct . 
After doin ' that , she s ays , "Yo ' take the remains of that water and go to your 

front do ' - go through your front [ room]  - keep [walking ] r ight out of the midd le 
room - ah was in de middle room , and go through to your front part [ yard out s ide ] 
of the house and throw it over your front gate , "  she s aid , "an '  Tuesday mo rning , "  
that was Monday night , she say , "Tuesday morning you gi t  up very early and git  
chew tin tub and git chew enough water" - she didn ' t meas ure it  - says , "Jes ' g i t  
chew enough water that chew kin s tart from yo ' b ack s teps " - and s ays , "Po ' the 
remains o f  that liquid , "  that she gave , that b rown-nut liquid , " in the wat er .  
Don ' t put any soap or anything in i t . "  She says ,  "S tart at chure back s t eps and 
go through yore house , scrubbing de f loors and keep on out through de front /// porch - on down the front s t eps - and what remains left o f  de water , she s aid ! 
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tuh , "Th row i t  o n  d e  gate and let i t  run out , "  she s ays , " an ' g o  around d e  house 
and come in , "  She s ay s ,  "Wednes day nigh t • I I  

(You g o  round t h e  hous e and come i n  th e b ack door . )  
Come in the b ack door . 
She says ,  "Wednes day nigh t , "  she s ays , "h ave a ten- cent b ox o f  s a l tp et er "  -

s ays , " g i t  chur e b ath wat e r  r eady an ' don ' t us e any soap and g i t  in th are and git 
a b ath all ovah from your neck down , and let de wa t er s t and b e f o ' de fire or 
b eh in ' the s t ove-heat er . "  

( You mean , you b athe f rom the neck down . ) 
No , ah b athe mah left s i de firs t . 
(Oh , you b athe wi th this the way y ou did th e o th er thing . )  
Jes ' all over ag in - den ah t aken mah h and an ' s quirted i t  over mah b ack th is 

way - the s ame h and . Th en ah ' d  take th is hand and s quee ze it over mah b ack and 
let i t  go down mah b a ck that way . 

(We l l  now - a f t er you had wash ed your arms o r  afte r you had washed your legs ? )  
Ah mean that was a f t er ah had did a ll the mop p ing and all th e washing o f  th e 

l egs - thi s come along de las t b a th d at ah h ad . Wh en ah h ad the las t b a th , i t  
w a s  Wednes day night , coming u p  f rom Monday . Ah ' d  t aken the water a f t er ah h ad 
b a th ed and s tood b e fo ' de f ire an ' g o t  dry . Ah put mah clo th es on and ah p o ' d  
the wa ter out o f  the tub int o  a smaller b as in - tha t ' s  s o  th at ah could carry it 
th rough the hous e.  An' ah th rowed i t  ovah . An ' sh e s aid t o  me , "Make d e  remarks 
when yo ' p o ' it ov er de gate , ' Let me h ave p eace , s uc cess and luck - mah s icknes s 
and dis eas e all pass away . ' " I did th at . 

Af t e r  ah h ad did that - the next fol lowing morning I got up - I f e l t  well as 
ever - ah didn ' t  have any o f  th e t roub l e - mah eyes was no t s or e  - ah didn ' t  cry 
that day - I us e ' lly would cry , j es '  cry , j es '  wash down in tear s  and h o ld mah 
h ead down . 

She s ays to me , sh e  s ays , "Yo ' 11 f ind a new spot - a s p o t  on y our floor tha t  
h a d  a lo t o f  new nai ls drove i n  de f lo ' . "  S h e  s ay ,  "When y o u  wash t h e  hous e , "  as 
I h ave first related of the mopp ing , sh e s ays , " that will t ake the dressing o f f  
o f  tho se nai ls " - s aid , " th at was to make yo ' ho ld your head down and no t look up 
to b e  happy when you were home . "  

She s ays , "Your h usb and has one o f  your s to cking s and that he ' d  taken i t  t o  
s omeone and they h ad dressed i t  fo ' h im - th at was t o keep you down i n  yo ' laig 
and yo ' f ee t . "  

S aid , "He h as a p iece o f  yo re unde r c lo th es wh ich was one o f  yore s anitary 
guard s . " That was to caus e me t o  h ave the t roub le ah h ad in th e lower part o f  
mah s tomach , and ah would h ave a very b ad s ick h eadach e , an ' mah ey es would b eg in 
tuh hurt • • • .  

N ow that ends that s t ory . 
(Wel l ,  I j us t  wan t to get s ometh ing abs o lut ely cert ain . I want you t o  "t ell me 

ab out the other b ath - that las t b ath you had . )  
Tha t  las t  b ath . Well , d e  las t b a th ah took , ah ' d  t aken i t  on a Wednes day 

nigh t . I had a t e ake t t le , an o ld fashioned ki t t le - that ' s  wh at I us ed to warm 
mah water in to ke ep on the s t ove . I po ' ed the kit t le of hot water in th e tub . 
I had t aken de wh ole d ime b ox o f  s alt peter and p o ' ed i t  in de tub . Th en ,  I mixed 
it around with a rag to ab s o rb de saltpeter . I g i t s  in de t ub of hot wat er . I ' d 
t aken mah righ t  h and and begin b athing mah l e f t  s ide firs t [ demons t rates ] . 

( From your shoulder down to your . ) 
Fr om mah shoulder down to mah feet . 
( Th is t ime all the way down to your fee t . 
All de way down to my feet . 
( Th at was your left s id e . ) 
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All de way down to mah f eet ah ' d  taken mah left hand and I b egan from heah 
bathing mahself all de way down to mah feets - on mah right side . 

Then when ah got through with that ah ' d  t aken mah righ t  hand an ' b egin putting 
the rag ovah mah back this way . 

(�ver your le ft  shoulder . )  
Ov h mah left shoulder - that the water would go down the b ack . An '  ah did de 

s ame to with mah left hand over mah righ t  shoulder - that the water would go 
over mah b ack . 

( So the water would go down your b ack . ) 
Yes . 
(Then after you got that down ove r your b ack , then what did you do? ) 
I got out o f  the tub - s tepped out o f  th e tub and s tood b e fore th e fire and 

let th e wat er - turned around , yo ' know , that the wat er would dry on me wi thout 
taken a towel and wip in ' i t  o f f . When ah b ecome dry ah put mah nightclothes on 
to git ready fo ' bed . Then ah taken the water out o f  the tub and po ' d  it into a 
bucket - that was to carry it  through the house ins tead o f  car ryin '  the tub - and 
ah po ' d  the water ovah the front gate this way - ovah the top o f  the gate to let 
i t  run down . 

(Let i t  run down the gate . ) [This is the magi c  ri te o f  _transference . ]  
Th en I comes back up the s teps an ' comes on back in th e house . That was 

Wednes day night . 
Thursday morning when ah got up - all the troub le ,  mah swelling from mah knees 

and my defect f rom mah ey es [were gone ] . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 69 3 ) , 9 2 9 : 1 . ] [ So 
comp licated is  this b athing rite , I will illus trate and suppor t  it  with the 
following quotation : ]  

[ (No . 9 76 mis takenly put b efore this b racket is now omit ted . )  The ri te which 
I now quote  f rom Adams County , Ill inois , used among white people can be even made 
mo re complica te d  than the p receding rite f rom Mob ile , Alab ama : ] 

9 7 7 . [Severa l years ago [ 1 9 J6 ? ] my sis ter and I [ [ Harry Middleton Hyatt , the 
author ] ]  whi le in the country heard of an e ry sipe las cure that had been worked 
wi th an Indian arrowhead by an o ld woman formerly we l l  known as a hea ler .  Our 
informant� who was re lated to the hea ler 's  fami ly � did not knOw any de tai ls � but 
said two of the o ld woman 's sons � e lder ly men� were s ti l l  a live - the one � a 
nearby farmer� professiona l ly engaged in the hea ling tradi tion of the fami ly; the 
other� a business man� the owner of a hardWare s tore in the sma l l  town a few 
mi les away . I decided to vi sit the business man firs t .  The purchase of a 
dipper� which I actua l ly wanted� s erved as an excus e .  After the us ua l  ta lk about 
things in genera l - the weather (i t was about ninety-five in the shade ) � peop le 
on re Zief� business condi tions �  prospe cts from the approaching h.arves t  - I to ld 
the man who I was � exp lained my work� and offered what credentia ls I cou ld 
mus ter. Fortunate ly� he knew a boyhood friend of mine who at that time lived on 
a farm in the neighborhood� and he had a lso known my father . He b ecame qui te 
friendly . Our conversation ended some thing like this :  

"So you Ire going over to see my brother about that o ld cure of my mo ther 's . " 
He seemed amused. "Wai t a minute . " He went over to his desk�  opened a drawer � 
took out tbJo imp Zements � he ld them up and asked� "What do you think of them? " 
One of the objects was an Indian arrowhead; the other was a piece of s tee l shaped 
Zike this - u-shaped � - two prongs s ticking out from a handle . 

"Wonderfu Z !  May I ho ld them ? " 
"Sure . " / 
"Your mother ' s ? " 
"No� mine . Fact is � I ' ve done that cure for years . Not so much �nt ly .  

Jus t do i t  as a favor. On ly cure I know . But that ' s  good for any kinaof s kin 
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troub le ; not on ly erysipe las . "  
"Why is the stee l in a shape like this ? "  
'Wo reason . I had i t  made like that yea� ago by a b lacksmi th . Easier to 

ho ld. See ,  I put my hand through here and le t these two prongs s tick out . Just  
like a handle . Those prongs are like a guard. No danger of skinning your hand. " 

"Mus t you use an arrowhead? " 
"No, any kind of flint wi I I  cw .  But my mother used an arroWhead. I found 

this one myse Zf. " 
"Have you ever to Zd anyone how y ou use thes e ? "  
"No . " 
"Cou ld you ? "  
"Yes , but I cou ldn ' t  te U you. Have t o  te U a Woman . And I have to te U a 

woman younger than myse lf. And she could on ly te Z l  a man, and he wou Zd have to 
be younger than her . If you don ' t, you ' U Zose your power . " 

"Suppose you gave this secre t to a woman younger than y ourse lf and she abused 
your trus t ,  s ay ,  by te Uing it to another woman or to a man o Zder than herse lf? " 

"That wouZdn ' t hurt me . She wou Zd lose her poWer, I wou ldn ' t . " 
"Wou Zd you be wi Uing to give the secre t  to a woman younger than YoUI'se Zf? " 
"I might.  " 
"How o Zd are you? " 
"I 'm X.  ye ars o ld. " 
"See that automobi Ze out in front ?  see 

She 's younger than you and o lder than I .  
you exp Zain every thing to her? " 

that woman in i t ?  that 's my sister . 
Suppose I go out, s end her in, 

.
and 

After some hesitation he agree d to the p Zan . So I went out, exp lained the 
hocus pocus to my sis ter, and she went into the s tore whi Ze I s tayed in the 
car . In about a ha lf hour my sister came out . We had the cure . Wrote ewwn the 
de tai Zs immediate ly . Here they are . 

You mus t hold a piece of stee l in your right hand and s trike downwards on a 
fZint he Zd by your Zeft hand - our informant ca lled this stri king fire - as you 
go through the fo Z ZoWing four actions of the comp le te ri te : 

( 1 )  Start at the top of the patient 's head, in the center, b egin to s trike 
down on the flint, making sparks ; then, come ewwn, s loW ly ,  continuing the sparks , 
over the right ear, shoulder and arm, to the finger tips ; and, whi le s triking 
these sparks from the top of the head ewwn to the finger tips of the righ t  hand, 
you mus t repeat three times : 

"Whi le fire fUes away � 
Tame fire devours you . " 

This who le act mus t be done three time s ;  hence, the incantation is repeated nine 
time s .  

(2) Start a t  the top of the pa tient 's head, i n  the center, and stri ke sparks 
down to the left finger tips whi le repeating the incantation three times . This 
whole act mus t be done three times .  

( 3) Start at the top of the patient 's head, in the center, and s tri ke sparks 
dawn over the face , nos e ,  mou th, center of the body as far as there is pain or 
the disease can be seen, eVen if i t  extends to the toes . The incantation must 
be said three times and the who le act repeated thre e times . 

( 4 )  Start at the top of the patient 's head') _ in the center, and s trike sparks 
cwwn the back of the head, down the middle of the back, and �r as the pain or 
diseas e  extends, even to the hee ls if neces sary . Repeat the incantation three 
times and the who Ze act three times . 

The comp le te rite - containing the four s eparate acts , each of which, as 
already s tated, is repeated thre e  times - mus t be performed after sunse t  or 
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before sunrise � and i t  mus t be repeated on three different occasions as fo l lows :  
if you commence after s unse t� perfo� the comp le te rite at that time � then again 
jus t before the fo l lowing sunrise ,  and then again after the next sunset;  if you 
commence before sunrise, pe rfo� the comp le te ri te at that time , then again jus t 
after the fo l lowing sunset, and then again jus t before the next sunrise . 

Now� if the comp le te rite pe rformed on three separate occasions fai ls to cure 
the patient� 'wai t awhi le �  three days or a rrruUip le of three, and pe rform the rite 
again; then wai� once more , and perfo� the ri te for the third time . 

The refore , in-- this extreme case�  the comp le te ri te is perfo�ed 9 times and 
each of the 4 acts 2 7  times - which means going down the body 1 2 8  times and 
repeating the incantation 324 times . And if this fai ls to cure the patient� I 
do not know what happens . Probab ly the hea ler wi l l  need a hea ler for himse lf. 

This remedy,  which has been worked in the communi ty since about 1 850,  Was 
brough t over from Ge�any by the informant 's grandmothe r .  Wi th our arrowhead 
cure safe ly bes towed, and with high hopes � we next went out to see the other 
brother, the professiona l healer. He refused to te l l  us any thing . It was 
another of the hundreds of disappointments and fai lures one mee ts whi le 
co l le cting fo lk lore . ]  ( From FACI , 2ed . , No . 5826 , pp . 264-265 - see comment at 
end of No .  9 7 5 , p . 3 7 2 . ] 

9 78 . Earthworms - you know earthworms that you fish with . That ' s  an experi
ence of mys elf  - I did that . I was hurt . A lady wanted my husb and . She caus ed 
me and my husband to get along bad . Well , I was working for s ome white  p eop le 

BATHING DOWNWARD 
NINE DAYS 

EARTHWORM OIL 
BACKWARD TO SUNRI SE 

doin ' days work . 
( She had what? ) (Her word caused like cu2ed or cussed. ] 
She had I and my husb and living disagreeab le and we could 
not get along . I was finding a child every year and h e  was 
very whore-ish about running around at women . Now , I had 
days work from white peop le I was working fo r s ince I was 

a little girl . So she buried a bottle at my gate and I goes in the gate that 
evening f rom my work , a pain s t ruck me in this foot . Well , I rubb ed , I rubbed , 
I b athed and the more I rubbed th e wors er it ' d  g et . And my foot bus ted open on 
top and worms like - you ' ve s een wood sawyer s , haven ' t  you? Well , they ' s  c rawl 
out o f my foot . [Thes e b eetles prob ab ly pine sawyers . ]  Well , there was an old 
man - he was a two-headed man - old man E llis Perdue . He ' s  dead now . He lived 
that far from me - f rom her e  [ to ]  acros s the street . 

(Here in New Orleans ? )  
No , that was in Alabama . 
(What town in Alab ama? ) 
Atmore , Alabama . He ' s  dead though , now . He comes to my house and look at my 

foot . He takes a hoe and goes into my garden . He digs as many earthworms as you 
could hold like that [ demons trates ] - j us t  as many as you could hold up in your 
hands . He puts ' em  in a po t and boils ' em . He goes and buys this first hog 
lard - you know , the leaf like you buy and d ry it up ( render ] yours elf . He dr ied 
that up with some saltpeter - a nickel of  saltpet er and a nickel of  red pepper in 
it and made a salve to bathe my f eet in . Then he told me to save my urinate . I 
saved my urinate until I go t about a quart and I put that on wi th nine pods of 
red pepper and a nickel of  saltpeter and a box of  tab le s alt and b oiled it . 
That ' s  to bathe me in all over , I start from here down ( d emons trates ] .  

(From your head down . ) 
For nine mornings , bathe me down in it to my feet . Then rubbed me down with 

that salve a fter he done made out of those earthworms , and on the nin�rning 
he say ,  "Now when you bathe yourself on the ninth morning , go in your back yard ,  
facing the sunrise , go but turn your back to the sunris e and th row it over your 
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left shoulder and don ' t look back and you ' ll walk . " And I ' ve b een walking ever 
since . That ' s  j ust  the experience of me . My feet was layin ' open , j us t  like you 
ab out that far [ demons t rat es ] , like you take a kni fe and split it open and thos e  
worms crawled out . And he told me , he s ays , "Long a s  you live , you get you two 
s i lver d imes and wear ' em  on your legs , to keep anyb ody from putting anyth ing 
down for you . But I ' ve been hurt s ince then becaus e I got j ealous . The s t rings 
o f  my dimes rotted and I los t ' em in the b ed .  Course I put ' em up b ut I never 
did put ' em b ack on , but I ' ve b een hurt through my minas tratin ' . 

Yes , s ir , I was hurt here in New Or leans - next month it ' ll be five years ago . 
(How did that happen? ) 
We�l , my daughter d ied . My enemies through the death o f  my daught er come in 

my hous�. ___ I was minas tratin ' , you know , like women will pull their pieces off  
and b e  careless s ometimes . I lef t one o f  my p ieces and I put it  down and the 
woman got my piece and buried me in the graveyard . Well , she s t opped me up . I 
was stopped up fifteen days b e fore I could minas trate . I was took with pains in 
my s tomach , in knots like that and I was turning dark . S o  on a Tuesday at twelve 
o ' clo ck I was cut ting s ome turnip gr eens at my tab le . I had boarders , you know -
I was s elling lunches and s elling liquor - bootlegging . And a pain hit me right 
in here and right back here and throwed me j us t  like you would knock me down . In 
the b o t t om par t  of my s tomach , right down j ust  ab ove my cros s -bone and j us t  above 
my rectum b ack here , and I fell j us t like you would , you see , j us t  s omebody knock 
you down . 

S o  they come and they picked me up and they put me in the b ed and I rang up 
f or the doctor . He come and he give me a hyperdermic .  That hyperdermic s et me 
on fire . I looked like I was - I j us t  clawed everything , my pain was so severe 
in my body that I j us t  wanted to tear up every thing I could get my hands on . S o 
I had a white doc tor - it was a co lored doctor th at come [ the firs t time } - so-r 
got my insurance doctor , a wh ite doctor ,  and the more medicine h e ' d  give me � 
worse I ' d  git . So  there was an o ld lady in the block .  She come to see me .  She 
lives in the b lock wher e I live now . She told my mother ,  she s aid , "That girl is 
hurt . "  She s aid , "You go  to  the drug s tore and get ten cents o f  jW7laaa ginger , " 
'you know what that is , "and you boil it  and you give her that tea ,  j us t  as hot as 
she can drink i t ,  three nights s traight . "  I drank th at tea . And then she said , 
"You s oak h er feet in that s altpeter , red pepper and tab le s alt and her uPinate . " 
My feet was white as cot ton wi thout a drop o f  b lood in ' em  in my feet . I was 
burning up from here down to my feet and up here I was freezing to death . S o  my 
mother did that and wh en my minastratin ' come on it was b lack as that coat you 
have on [ see Coat , author ' s  b lack , in Index } . 

I s t ayed that way a s o lid month . I was weighin ' 164 pounds - when I got up I 
was weigh in ' 9 2 .  And 100 p ounds o f  ice a day I us ed . I had a foot-tub and I had 
to crush that i ce and lay on the s ide of the b ed like th is with a pillow at the 
foot o f  my b ed to try to s leep with my feet in tha t  tub o f  water until I was 
burning up . If I didn ' t have ' em  in that ice water , it looked like you j us t  had 
f ire made agains t my feet , b urning me up . I was b urning up f rom my knees down 
and I was freezing here [ from knees up ] .  And when I ' d  get t ired o f  laying like 
this , my mother would put me in the b ed and I b ought one o f  thes e big  bot-water 
b o tt les , and I ' d  crush the ice and put it  in there and lay i t  against the foot 
o f  the bed and res t  my feet on i t , so  I could res t my b ody . You s ee I ' d get 
ti red of being cramped like th is . __ c .  

That ' s  j us t  the experience o f  me s ince I ' ve b een here . And after that , the 
old lady told me , she s ay ,  "Whatever you do , every month you come like that , you 
wash your p ie ces as fas t as you us e them and don ' t  leave away f rom home and leave 
them hanging outdoor s ; always keep your p ieces in th e house , ' caus e another rap 
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like that you ' ll never make it . Now ,  what dos e medicines was she give me , I 
couldn ' t  tell you because she didn ' t  let me know that . But I do know ab out the 
washing of my feet and my u�iate in that tub o f  s altpeter and tab le s alt , ' cause 
I had to do that mys elf . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 851) , 1319 : 6 . ]  

9 7 9 . I ' ve been hurt once by a woman . Well , I wus pois oned in good fashion . 
I liked to died . I had Doc tor A . , a medica Z doctor and his medicine went agains t 

� ,  it didn ' t  do me no good .  And the ' erbs dat I kep t home , 
which I keep s ome now , you boil them and then taken some and 
put on the whiskey in the b ottle .  I j is t  p lumb b lind , j is t  
b roke out all the way . And that ' s  whut got me on my foot . 
And I ,  see . I keep that tea . 

BATHING DOWNWARD 
NINE DAYS 

FORWARD TO SUNRI SE 

(What else did you do? ) 
Jis ' roots and teas : s i lk root , blacksnake roo t , and devi l-shoes tring root . 

You see , the firs t ti�e you take de s ilk root , and you cut i t  inch long and you 
s teep dat in overnight'\ water [water overnight ] and put a cover over it .  Well , 
i t ' s  b ittah and you ' ll 'throw up everything in you . De s tuff come out of you 
green as you ever seen ,  as green as grass you ever s een . De d evil-shoes t ring and 
the b lacksnake root you s t eep dem togethah and you drink that . Den when I got s o  
I could walk I goes in the woods , take my hatchet , I gi ts s ome cherry bark , red 
oak bark and dogwood root ; and bathed [with ] that - make a wash of this water 
you know and us e it to wash with . And bathe right down , bathing that for nine 
morning . And den when you git  ready to throw it away , you throw it to s unris e .  

[ "This lit tle fellow s old hands - a cripple" - not e  made when I did original 
t rans cription soon after collecting s tatement ; happened in Wi lmington ,  19 12 , b ut 
remedy came from S co tch Hi ll , 12  miles from Wilmington on the Newb ern Road . ] 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 227  or 2 28) , 221 : 7 . ]  

9 80 .  Ah was kinda triaked - ah had sores - s omebody done a triak tuh me and 
had me s o  mah feet was swelled and ah couldn ' t  walk . Mah fee t  got j es t  ' b out 
like - every t ime ah would get up to move it feeled like pins and needles was 

BATHING DOWNWARD 
REMOVE THIS EVIL SPIRIT 

SNAKE OIL AND ROOTS 

s t icking in de palms of mah foo t and ah j es t  had to 
go down to de floor and stay where ah \-1as wi thout 
moving dat time , pr icked me all ovah . Well ,  ah went 
to see and went around to dif f ' rent peop le to s ee whut 
de trouble was and dey tole me ah ' d  been hurt . Well , 

ah come back and went to New York and a fortune-teller told me , said , "You ' ve 
been hurt and the best thing you kin do is to get someb ody to work on you - tuh 
[work on ] de person dat triaked - de man dat ' s b een working on you . "  

Well , individual [ eventually ] - anyhow ah went and had a salve - a s alve was 
mixed up for me - it was mixed up . De firs t thing they told me to bathe with 
mullein - dis mullein tea - take dat an ' boil it and keep mah feet in dat and 
always bathe it down and s ay a prayer over it . 

(What kind of  a prayer did you s ay ? )  
Ah said , "Lord , taketh the one that put this mis fortune on m e  - to move this 

pain away from my foot - turn dis evil spirit away - amen - in Thy Name . "  Ask 
the Lord to remove this evil spirit - bathe it  down . 

(Why did you bathe it down? ) 
Dat' s to rub it out , out - s ee , it was come in [ through the foot ] and want it  

to  go  out f rom de toe . S tart down from de head and carry it  out - that ' s  to make 
de pain go out of mah foot - each s troke I gave it out . Jes t put it  in dat water 
with mullein , carrying each s troke out . Well , dat ' gin to do a little good . � 

Den dis person made a salve , it was fer me . They made it  wi th snake oi Z - ah 
mean , you know , de snake ' s  liver . And [ they ] made of dat greas e  - grease from de 
snake , s altpeter - an ' mix dat up and a litt le of de mullein - it was boiled down 
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and mixed with dat and mut t on suet. That mutton suet - and made d e  salve , and ah 
rubbed dis foot and dat ' s whut kinda go t  me up so ah could walk . But time after 
t ime ah c ouldn't go nowhere. De foo t turn kinda black j est like something had 
bit me. [Mob i le ,  Ala . , ( 6 63 ) , 870 : 1 . ] 

9 8 1 . Ah wus hurt an ' when ah wus hurt ah wus cured , an ' ah dunno whut kinda 
[rubb ing] medicine it wus . He strip me necked an ' po ' [ pour ] dat medicine in 

his han ' an ' j es ' rub me down three s trokes , an ' somep in othah 
DOWNWARD RUBBING [ u sually a "live thing in you"] fo llow his han ' down j es ' lak 

dat an ' b us t  out de end of mah toe - right de same where it 
went j.n . When ah f irst got it , ah got it in mah toe. Well , it wus somepin j es '  
lak a eedle dat stick in mah toes an ' dat needle j es '  work right on - j es '  keep 
aworkin ' oun ' t ill i t  got [ inside ] .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 68 ) , 2 4 2 6:5.] 

9 8 2 .  Now listen , mah pastor , he wo ' a little b lack cap on his haid , see . 
All right . He often walks a long de streets ' sleep . He couldn ' t  git his health 

back no way , see. All ri ght . De doctah had ordered 
BEWITCHED OBJECTS him tuh diff ' rent parts of de country tryin ' tuh 

THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER raise his health back agin . He couldn ' t git his 
health. See , he lived on de othah [ New Orleans] 

s ide but de doctah ordered him on dis [Alg iers] side - see , fo ' his heal th . 
De doctah didn't do him no good. 

(On the other side of the [Miss i s s ippi ]  river , you mean ? ) 
On de othah s ide de rivah . See , but dey [ doators ] all came tuh Alg iers. All 

right . S o  one day he wus pas sin ' on Crownlet [ ? ] S treet , dat ' s  ovah de rivah , an ' 
it was noon when de people stand in ' in front of a do ' .  It wus a man dere , see -
a colored fellah tellin ' fortunes or tell yo ' ' bout whut ' s de reason. S o  he said 
tuh de othah preacher da t wus wit him , s ay, "Let ' s  go down dere an ' take a look. " 

S o  when he walked in , by him bein ' so tall , he wus standin ' lookin ' in de do ' , 
de man looked at him an ' beckoned tuh him tuh come heah , see. He said tuh de 
preacher , "Dat fellah tellin ' me tuh come ' head . ' I  

H e  say , "Well , g o  see whut h e  wants.1 I  See . 
All right. 
So when he walks in , de man says , "Let him pas s . "  S o  when he went in , de man 

shook han ' s  wi t him an ' tole him who he wus. 
He s ay, "Yo ' been s ick a long time. " 
He say , "Yes. " 
He said , l Iy o ' cain ' t  git chure health. " He s ay , "Yo ' been travelin ' diff ' rent 

places dat de doctahs been sending yo ' an ' yo' cain ' t  git health." S o  he say , 
"Yo' see dat lit tle black cap yo ' got on yore haid ? "  Yo ' see , he had his hat lak 
dis on his haid. See , he say , "Yo ' wears a little black s kull cap on yore haid . "  
He say , "That skull cap is go t so many diff'rent grains of stuff in it , an '  fo ' 
gold-haid needles cross ways in dere. 1I  

(What kind of stuff d id it have in it? ) 
Diff ' rent kinds of stuff , see. So he said it had some lodestone , red peppah -

dat upstirrin ' ,  see. 
So he said , "Yo ' go home . "  Yo ' know he had a church on dat side an' he lived 

on di s s ide , but back in de back. He said , "Y o ' go home an '  look undah dat front 
steps goin' tuh yore dwellin ' an ' yo'll find yore underwear , de draw!rs part , � 
left-foot s ock , undah there , in a shoe box." So he say , l Iyo ' go  back "iJlto yore 
alley , by de step goin ' up in yore ho use , if yo ' look undah dere , it go t a shoe 
box g o t  yore left-foot s hoe , an '  got a left-foot so ck. " S ay , "Go inside an '  yore 
wife got two moss mattress [ two mattres ses st uffed with Spanish or long moss ] on 
de bed - two moss mattress on de bed . "  So , he said , "Yo ' turn dat mattress back , 
de first one back , "  an ' he say , " i t ' s  a little box an ' yore picture whut chew had 
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taken tuh pu t in de church , dat p icture got away f r om yo ' an ' yo ' didn ' t  know 
whut b e come o f  i t ? "  

He say , "No . "  
S o  he s ay ,  "Yo ' has yo re li t t le b l ack s kull cap whut chew dress j i s '  lak de 

pr eacher wi ll dres s wit chure B ib le in yo re hand . "  He say , " She had dat p i cture 
t aken in a small p i c ture de s am e way . She ' s  go t dat pi cture put in a li t t l e  b ox 
in de shape o f  a cas ke t . "  He s ay ,  "Yo ' lays on dat l i t t le casket [ co f f in ]  all 
de t ime an ' yo ' cain ' t  git chure he alth . When yo ' lays down yo ' a lmo s t  pas se s 
ou t . "  S ee . " She f ix every thing to make yo ' convince . "  He s ay ,  "Yo ' don ' t  dr ink 
cof fee , yo ' don ' t  drink cho colat e - yo ' drinks t ea . "  Den he s ay ,  " Ev ery t ime y o ' 
tells h er yo ' wants a cup o f  tea , she t akes a teaspoon o f  b lack-looking medi c ine 
an ' puts i t  in yor e  teapo t ,  makes yore tea an ' gives yo ' dat tea . Dat ' s  tuh ruin 
yore in side tuh hurry yo ' ' way from h eah . "  An ' he s ay ,  "Y o ' has a dres ser s et 
b e tween d e midd l e  d o ' an ' de backroom do '  • " So he say , " S e t  dere an ' yo ' call 
her an ' yo ' t el l  her tuh fix yo ' a cup o f  t ea fo ' yo ' an ' de o thah b rother . So 
she s ay , ' Al l  righ t . ' " He s ay ,  "Now y o ' watch her when she goes tuh fix dat tea 
y o ' go in ' s ee de act . 1 I 

S o  mah pas tor say when he ca ll her , says , " Sally , come heah . "  
So sh e s ay ,  I IWhut chew want ? "  
He s ay ,  "Go f ix a cup of tea for me an ' Reverend B r own . 1t 
So she s ay ,  "All right . "  
S o  she went on through an ' he s ay he took his chair an ' he s at dis w ay .  Sho ' 

' nu f f  he could look through dat mirror-glas s  r ight t o  de ki tchen . S o  she goes 
an ' takes a l i t t le bit o f  t eapot an ' she puts d e  tea in i t  an ' she reaches ovah 
b eh in ' de p o t s  an ' things sh e got an ' she g o t  a li t t le b o t t le an ' measured a 
teas poonfulla dat e An ' he cal l Reverend Br own tuh look a t  it . S ee , dey b oth 
wus lookin ' .  S ay sh e s t irrin ' i t  up , an ' s ay she s te ep ed de tea . 

All r ight . S o  she took anothah teapot an ' put a l it t le b i t  o f  t ea in it an ' 
po ' ed watah on it an ' s t eep ed i t  up . So she took de waiter [ demons trates ] an ' 
put i t  d er e  [ on the tab le ]  b ut a cup dere an ' a cup h eah [ on th e wai t er ] . She 
put a small cup dere - she put de small fo r Rever end Brown an ' his [h er hu sb and ' s  
cup ] wus a large cup cus ' he dr ank p lenty tea . She put i t  dere an ' she put d e  
s ugah an ' milk dere . See , when she s tarted in wit i t , dey b o th turned dey s e lf 
lak dey wus [ b e fore they looked into th e mirror ] .  Wh en s he come in she walks tuh 
Rever end Brown firs t an ' had de waiter . She s ay , "Heah , Rever end B r own , yo ' take 
de small cup cus ' yo ' don ' t  dr ink much tea , ah know . "  

He s ay , "No . "  
See , she didn ' t  put none de s tuf f in his cup . S o  Reve rend Brown took de t ea 

an ' s o  she s ay J "H eah , Henry , heah yo ' t ea . " 
S o  her hus band took de tea an ' s ot to b e  s ide wit it , wit de sug ah an ' ever ' 

thing . An '  she wu s s tandin ' dere talkin ' - d ey wus b usy ta lkin ' ovah th ings . S o  
s h e  s ay , "Whyn ' t  yo ' all drink yo ' tea , it ' s  gon ' a  g i t  cold . " Dey s ay de wants it 
git cold , i t  so hot right now . S o  she le f t an '  she went tuh de b ack . 

S o  he turned an ' he brough t all de s tuf f up to de church . He had de shoe b ox 
tuh show d e  memb ers whut sh e wus doin ' tuh him . 

S o  she had her bed made up p re t ty nice an ' every thin ' , s o  he s earched thr ough 
de bed an ' he looked at de b ed .  He caugh t de ma ttress , b edclothes an ' all an ' 
wh irl i t  ovah de foot o f  b ed ,  an ' sho ' ' nuff , dere wus de l i t t le cas ket - de 
b lack casket tr immed . Someb ody mus t a  made dat fo ' her - trimmed a b lack caske� 
a lit tle small one j is '  ab out that long . An ' sho ' ' nu f f  dere it wus lay in , right 
in de center o f  de b ed - s ee , b etween de ma ttress . 

(What was in that cas ket ? )  
His pi cture . S o  he took it out an ' he op en i t  an ' she had h ad his p i cture 
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drawed in a small s i z e  picture j is '  enough tuh f it in dere , d e  full length of  
' im .  Dat ' s  why ah nevah git a pi ctur e took full length - see [ th ey can ' t  lay 
you out in a coffin ] . 

3 79 

See , she had him wi t his Bib le an ' his black cap j is '  1ak he  wus wit fo ' gold
haid needles crossed . So he say , "Wel l , look Reverend Brown ,  look dere .: ' So she 
wus busy talkin ' ,  so he shut de do ' an ' latched de  do ' . He want ed tuh git all de 
s tuff . So he went out dere an ' he looked up undah de s t eps an ' he didn ' t see 
nuthin , an ' Reverend Brown say , "Do 1ak de man tole yuh . " So he got a shovel an ' 
dug down up undah dat little shelf an ' say , sho ' ' nuff he dug up de pasteb o ' d  box 
but it hadn ' t  got rotten yet . It wus s till dere an ' so he shook it up an '  he 
s ay , "Well , d is is mah shoe ah b een 100kin ' fo ' an '  ah couldn ' t  f ind i t "  - de 
left-foot shoe an ' de s ock wi t go ld-haid needles . See . 

So  he put dat in de room an ' he went undah de front an ' his underwear , a pair 
of  sho ' t  underwear an ' a left-foot sock wus undah de front  s t eps . He got i t  all . 

S o  Rever end Brown , he s ay ,  "Well , man , i s  dat de kinda wife yo ' got  - dat ' s  
how she got chew tricked up . " 

So he say , "Dat ' s  why ah cain ' t git  mah health b ack . " 
So  he s ay ,  "Whut ' s chew goin ' do? " 
He s ay ,  "Now , ah 'm  goin ' call her . "  
Dey had a back entranc e .  Yo ' could see out d e  back way o f  her plac e cus ' ah 

went d ere . 
(Wait a minute now . At the front door they had his underwear and the 1ef t

foot sock ; at the back door she had a left-foot shoe and left-foot sock . )  
An ' s ee ,  h e  open d e  do ' an ' h e  call her . S ee ,  he had all d e  things on de 

t ab le - dey hadn ' t teched de tea , see . He say , " S al ly . "  
She s ay , "What ? "  
He s ay , "Come heah . "  
So when she walked in she looked at de b ed ,  he s ay she chang e color . She wus 

a br ight umber [ amb er ]  - say she go t b 1ue-100kin ' .  So she s ay ,  "Oh , but chew 
upset de b ed ! "  

He say , "Y eah , we upset de b ed . Whut should yo ' doin ' wit mah p ic ture in a 
casket ah ' m  lay in , on it . No rea&on ah a1mos ' pas s es out at night . Dat stu£ f  
yo ' g o t  ovah b ehin ' dat pot shelf whut chew put a teasp oonful of i t  in mah cup 
an ' didn ' t  put none in Reverend Brown . "  Say she didn ' t  give him chance - she 
whirl , she lef t . She didn ' t  give him chance tuh tell her nuthin els e .  She whirl 
an ' she flew tuh d e  b ack . Nobody didn ' t  know wh ere she wus . 

Dat Friday night he came tuh church an ' we had church dere . He come wit de 
shoe b ox an ' he  s ay , "We ll , members , "  he says , "it may b e  mah las t time ah 'm  
te11in ' yo ' all  dis , but  ah wants every memb er , every friend tuh come up  in  de 
ros trwn . "  He say , "Dem who ' s  uns een , let  o thahs s ee whut mah wife had me 1ayin ' 
on . How she had me fi�ed de reason ah couldn ' t  git mah health b ack , an ' ah wus 
dyin ' off . "  So he say , "Dis underwear an ' left-foot s ock , yo ' all know how mah 
hous e s ituated , ah go t dis undah de front steps . Dis le ft-foo t  sock an ' left 
shoe , got dat undah mah back s t eps , comin ' in mah do ' . Dis li ttle casket wit mah 
pi cture [ I  found ] in de mattres s  - ah wus lay in ' on dat sleepin ' . A cup of tea , " 
he say , "de t ea whut chew see in dis bo ttle . "  He had po ' ed de tea in a bottle . 
She put a teaspoonful of s ome kinda b lack s tuff in it , but de tea whut  he��ught 
up dere dat night looked b 1ue-100kin ' •  It d idn ' t look 1ak tea , it looked blue-
100kin ' - s ee ,  from de s tuff she put in it . He s ay ,  "Di s whut ah b een drinkin ' . " 
Dat man tole me , "Ever ' time yo ' drinks t ea , yo '  drinks yore death . "  An '  he say , 
"Ever ' time yo ' eats , yo ' eats yore death . "  See . 

We ll , yo ' know whut it was . He had a lot o f  property an '  brown s tUff. He had 
one boy . See , she wus aimin ' to git him out de way , so she could have ever ' thing 
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fo ' hers elf . He say , "Now , memb er s an ' f r i ends , "  he s ay , "ah ' m go in ' an ' ke t ch 
de ferryb oat in de mawnin ' ,  f o ' ' c lock an ' ah ' m  go in ' le t dis whole box go down 
in de middle o f  de r ivah . " "An ' , " he s ay ,  "mah property an ' s tu f f , b efo ' ah 
leave de wo r ld , ah ' m  g o in ' f ix ever ' thing fo ' mah b oy . She don ' t g i t  a p inch 
f rom me . "  When he d ied tha t b oy had everyth ing in his p o s s ess ion . 

Dat wus mah p as t o r .  
(Wh er e  was h i s  church ? ) 
On D ' Ib ervi 11e [ ? ]  downtown an ' Ro chamb eau - de French part of town . Den he 

had one church up on Crown . I t s e t t in '  d ere right now - a concrete church on 
dat s id e  an ' i t ' s  got a C atho lic church b eh in ' . Dat ' s  de church h e  built . All 
right . [ Alg ier s , La . , ( 1600 o r  1598 ? ) , 3016 : 3 . ]  

983 . [ T o  throw ob j ects into running water as in the preced ing s to ry is among 
the g reat mag ic r i t es , but this throwing mus t b e  done in various specif ied ways : ]  

Now , a f t ah i t ' s  b een d i s covered - whut happen tuh put chew in de luck yore in , 
tuh make s i ck - t ake dis th ing whatevah i t  migh t be an ' go to the runnin ' wat ah , 
an ' turn yore b ack to i t  an ' thr ow i t  ovah an ' nevah look back an ' come on away . 
Dat suppos ed tuh b e  g i t t in '  r id o f  dis fo ' evah . [Memph i s , Tenn . , (9 15) , 148 3 : 9 . ]  

9 84 . I t ' s  a very b road expre s s ion , yo ' c an ' t - d er e  b lood unless yo '  put a 
pers on , unless a woman , yo ' know - y es , her ministration . [ Sh e  was uncertain 
ab ou t us ing the word . ]  We ll , onc e in a wh ile - th is i s  mah exp er ienc e w i th mah
s e l f . I ' m no t g iv in ' you an ' idea whut ah hears . 

I had a cot ton mat t ress yo ' know - yo ' didn ' t pack dem , an ' my minis t�ation 
was t aken up from my - ah worked at a hot el , s ee , an ' it was taken up an ' that 
piece was cut c lean ou t an '  hones t , it was f o ld j es '  1ak th is - ' b out f ive t imes 
an ' out a de f ive t imes , th ey h ave f ive need les in i t , an ' b es ide th e f ive need les 
they have s ometh ing it looked kind a like a b lack snake , it had a l i t t l e  t eeny 
head l ike th i s  - like that . I found tha t i n  mah ma tt ress . An ' th en they h ad 

that an ' dis l i t t l e  head was in dere . [ Two snakes were 
that wr apped up - i t  was sprinkled with s ome thing - i t  
Then they had it wrapp ed i n  one cloth , yo ' know , wh i t e  

duck . Then th e next was red fZannen .  An' tho s e  th ings ah didn ' t  s e e  mys e l f  at 
a l l  unt i l  ah found it an ' ah ' d  taken i t  to a doato�.  

H e  s ays , "Oh t they had j ure mini8t�ation . "  
Ah didn ' t take i t  to a mediaa Z doato� - ah t ook it to a �oo t doato� - ah had 

never b e lieved in them [mediaa Z  doato�8 ] .  
An '  they had 10tsa my hair in there with i t  - ah had long b eaut iful hair - an ' 

how they got i t  I does no t know ,  but I gue s s  from comb ing mah hair an ' leaving on 
de dress er . 

(What did this doato� do for you ? ) 
Whut d id this doato1' do? He ' d  taken i t  with h im .  Ah s ay ,  "�, wh at is yo ' 

goin ' do with it ? "  
-

He s ay s , "Ah tell yo '  whut ah ' m  goin ' do . Ah ' m go in ' take i t  t o  a runnin '  
s tr eam an ' ah ' m  goin ' put i t  in there an ' , "  h e  said , " th e  s ame p erson tha t  did 
j oo l ike th is , they ' ll come an ' as t chew the nex t morning , ' How yo ' fee1in ' , Miss 
Davis ?  I t , An '  he say , "Now , don ' t look ug ly an ' don ' t  look nas ty , j es ' s ay ,  ' Jes '  
dandy an ' how yo ' f ee1in ' ? ' " 

� Ah did so . 
An '  h e s ay ,  "In nine mornings when i t  come yore t ime , yo ' ll j es '  come j 'es ' 1ak 

yo ' a lways . " 
S o  i t  has - ever s ince ah never had no mo ' t roub le .  
(He cured you ? )  
He did - but h e  done s ometh ing else , but h e  did i t  t o  h ims elf [he did no t t e l l  

h e r  what he d id ] . [ S t .  P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 1016) , 1644 : 3 . ] 
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9 8 5 . We ll , t h i s  p ar ty had a shawl and s h e  loaned i t  t o  ano the r fri end o f  hers 
and wh en that friend b rough t it b ack - she worn i t  over her head and whutever was 

in that shawl caus ed her to lose all of her ha i r . 
RUNNING WATER - HEALING BATH She b e came b a ld and b l ind . And she went t o  a s o

ca l led hoodoo doctor and that doctor gave her 
s omething to take , and then she went t o  running water nine mornings and washed 
her eyes , and threw that bag over the le f t  shoulder and in the running wat er , and 
she b egan t o  have s igh t . She was t o  wear that for nine mornings b ut she mus t 
wash her eyes in th i s  running wa t er with th i s  b ag aro und her neck . [ Richmond , 
Va . , ( 40 0 ) , 3 4 9 : 5 ;  near Fred er icksburg . ]  

9 8 6 . (Tell wh at you t o ld me corning over on the ferry ab out th e day in May . ) 
[While co l le c t ing hoodoo in Algiers , I lived in New Orleans where we had b e en 

working . Each day Edward , Ma rsha ll and h is taxi and I went b ack and f o rth across 

BATH IN RUNNING MAY WATER 
the Mis s i s s ippi River . After I had set up my Te 1edi
phone on reach ing Alg iers , I had Marsha l l  r epeat the 
s t ory ;  a s  usual details b e ing los t in the r e t e l ling . ] 

Ah - ah dunno zac t 1y . Ah think i t ' s d e  f i rs t day o f  May . No , d e  f i r s t  day o f  
Ap ri l . N o , it ' s  May . I f  yo ' h ave any troub le ,  wo r ry , any hard burden an ' yo ' 
couldn ' t  g i t  r i d  o f  i t , j i s ' b e en wo rr ied a l l  de yeah , j is '  up an '  d own , s icknes s 
or any thing . We l l , yo ' go tuh d e  rivah dat fir s t  day [ o f  May ] . An ' yo ' go an ' 
git down tuh de watah an ' yo ' wash yore han ' s  an ' yore feet good , an ' face , an ' 
let de wat ah drip f rom yo ' 1ak dat - j i s '  thr ow d e  watah f r om yo ' 1ak dat , shake 
it o f f . An ' as dat wat ah h i t ' s  de s tr eam an ' - it carr ies it o f f .  

(Do many p eop le do tha t around her e ? ) 
Many fo lks s t i l l  do - ah dunno heah lat e ly , but ah know y eahs ago . Now , d i s  

lat e  g enerat ion , dey don ' t f o o l  wit i t  so mu ch . Bu t a h  rernernb ah about eigh t  o r  
nine yeahs ago , an ' yo ' know , l i f e  an ' people wus b e t t ah d en . D ey wa i t  t i ll May 
tuh g i t  r id o f  d ey troub les . 

(You u s ed to s e e  them at the rive r ? ) 
S ee ' ern  at de r ivah - each fel lah j ump ovahb o ' d .  He [ an o le fe l lah ] s t epped 

ovah yo ' know an ' ovah b a lanc ed , an ' de rivah wus a l i t t le b i t  low d er e  an ' de 
[ young ] f e llah had t uh run 1ak any th in ' tuh ket ch d e  ole f e l lah . 

[ Th e  preceding r i t e  wa s p i cked up on a Mis s i s s ippi River f er ry . S omewh er e I 
have ma t erial c o l le c t ed from my Pullman porter on a P ennsylvania t rain near 
Bal t imor e ,  Maryland . ]  

[ At the end o f  an int erview I o f t en made a comm ent t o  my microphone , j us t  in 
case my memory f a i led o r�o tes wer e los t : ]  

(That was Mar sha ll ta lking , who j us t  t o ld me about th e f i r s t o f  May . He is 
the man tha t I hired a s  a chauf f eur her e and in New Or leans . End of 1 59 9 . ) 
[Algiers , La . , ( 15 9 9 ) , 29 1 5 : 1 . ] 

9 8 7 . L ak a b aby g o t  de stretches . 
(What ' s that ? )  

�L�i�l�'�b�a�b�y�j_e_s_' �s_t�r�e_t_c�h - like yo ' do ear ly in de mawnin ' ' fo re yo ' gi t up , yo ' 
s t r e t ch 1ak dat e Well , y o ' take d is b aby to runnin ' wa t ah an ' t ake a thimb le . 

DRINK RUNNING WATER 
All righ t , when yo ' go tuh s ew  yo ' s ew  wi th a thimb le . Yo ' 
g ive ' em  s ome wat ah wit th is thimb le out d i s  runnin ' wat ah , 
out o f  a creek . De f ir s t  wat ah he go ' cross , yo ' goin ' 

s t op an ' g ive h im s ome wat ah out dat cr eek or b r anch wat ah - whu t  i t  i s , runnin ' 
watah . An ' dat will cure de stretches . [ Faye t t ev i l le , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 7 ) , 2 5 16 : 6 . ] 

TO CROSS WATER A CURE 
9 88 .  Then I hear o f  a man having a cap . Whe re he worked 
at a man didn ' t like him on accoun t  of his j ob and every 
t ime he put this cap on his haid - s ee ,  he kep t this c ap 

where he worke d , he wore his o ther hat horne . And the minute he corne and put th is 
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cap on his haid , he ' d  fall out wi th head t roub le .  S o  he went to an old man and 
thi s  o ld man told him to take this cap and in cro s s ing dis wat e r  throw his cap 
over his left shoulder and don ' t look b ack - cross the wa t er , cross the b r idge . 
S o he did that and that head t roub l e  went away . 

( That cured h im? ) 
That really went away - ' caus e  tha t  was my husband did that . 
(Well , d id he use th e cap again or j us t  - ) 
He us ed i t  - he tr ied it once mo �c - he put i t  on his head that morning and 

the p ain came b ack . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 5 5 ) , 4 3 1 : 2 . ] 

WATER THROWN 
TOWARD SPELLCASTER 

9 89 . Go to do ' an ' th row some wat er ,  dey s ay ,  in de eas t or 
either in de south - j es '  wh ich way yo ' think yo ' are hurt , 
see yo ' throw dat watah dat way . In de mawnin ' ear ly , j es '  
d e  way dat chew think dat yo ' wa s hurt or de s tuf f was put 

out f o ' yo ' , yo ' thr ow dat way . 
(What kind of water - p lain wa t er ? ) 

P lain wat er in a g las s - clean water . 
(What wi ll that d o ? ) 

Say dat is drivin ' i t  away from yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1185) , 199 8 : 1 6 . ] 

EA VES WATER HAIR TONIC 
9 9 0 .  Yo ' kin cut chure hair ou t an ' bury it in de leak 
of de house , an ' it would make it g row - make yore hair 
g row . [ Faye t t evi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 2 49 1 : 7 . ] 

9 9 1 . My grandmother t ole me , " S on ,  ah tell yah wha t yo ' kin do . "  [ She ] say [see 
lat er ] . Ah g oins t o  ole lady , ole lady s tay acros s  at de branch , and sh e t ells 
me git s ome d ishwa t er - wa t er wha t  you wash in ' de d ishes , and wip e dat wh ole hat 

DISHWATER REMOVES S I CKNES S 
good ; wip e  dat hatb and roun ' an ' r oun ' in d e  hat , no 
mind de band , and d en says , "Don ' t wear de hat fer 
about thr ee- f our days and you ' l l git rid o f  dat 

d i z z ines s in de head . "  [ Grandmother previous ly had said ] "Dey give you guinea 
sickness in yo ' head - can ' t keep you mind - you s tart on dis and j ump o f f  - an ' 
t el l  me s omepin and you go tell anodder pers on s omepin [ els e ]  - and none of i t  
won ' t  be d e  t rut ' . "  D ey ain ' t  in dey r igh t  mind , yo ' s e e . Dat ' s  s omep in like 
de s t r ike o f f  yo ' brains [brain s troke ] .  

(They t ake that b ow out of y our hat ? )  
Take de b ow out chure hat and b ury i t . [ That gave h im guinea sickness . ]  I t  

b l ows b ad luck to you t o  t ake i t  out . [ I t  is b ad luck for th e man t o  remove his 
own hat b ow . ] [ Charles t on , S .  Car . , ( 5 29 ) , 6 34 : 1 . ]  

HOLY WATER MEDI CINE 

Had pas s ed their hand 
(Had done that ? )  

9 9 2 . They was fixe d - she was near b lind . S omeb ody had 
p as s ed their hand on her head . 
(Had what ? )  
on her head wi th s omething on th eir hand . 

And had her near b lind . And she goes t o  a lady and the lady give her some 
wat er , c lear wat e r  - c lear wat er , b le s t  wat er . She b les t de wat er and give it 
t o  her and mad e her wash her face and head all the t ime in i t , and she got h er 
s igh t b ack all righ t  and she got all righ t , and the lady t urned i t  b ack on th e 
person that put i t  on her . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 8) , 1116 : 3 . ] 

9 9 3 .  Now the spiritua L peop Le when yo ' g o  t o  ' em an ' i f  yo ' go t  any kinda 
dis ease or anything wrong wit yo ' , th ey would pray ovah th is wat ah - d ey call it 
de holy wa t ah .  They g o in ' pray ovah this watah an ' yo ' drink three swal lows o f  
t h a t  wat ah three t imes a day , an ' when yo ' drink th e f i r s t  three swallows i t  
goin ' make yo '  s ick , but chew keep on drinkin ' i t  an ' f inal ly yo ' ll f ee l  b e t tah .  
They do ' s  that fo ' s ome kinda sicknes s or f ever comp laint or anything 1ak th at . 

( Is that holy wa t er that each person makes h ims elf - thes e spiri tua L peop Le ? )  
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Yes suh .  [Little  Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) , 14 60 : 5 . ] 
9 9 4 . That holy wat er is to bles s your house and keep what is supposed to  b e  

dead people away and make succes s i n  your hous e ,  especially after you s crub , and 
keep one [bottle]  t ied up b ehind the door or on your bed op en and the o ther one 
you close it up - take it as a tonic , some medicine , you know , when you feel bad , 
drink that . Tha t ' s  succes s , too , that holy water . I t  keeps all imp s and every
thing wrong from around your house - that b righ t ens it up , you unders tand . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 819 ) , 1 14 7 : 11 . ] 

9 9 5 . My aunt b een tricked and I carried ' er to a lady . We was living next 
door to  a woman and she didn ' t like my aunt . And she put something down on the 
p Lank-�aZk , but it used to come every evening about three o ' clock . I t  did look 
like i ce-cream salt but it was saltp et er , and it come up every evening at thre e .  
[See sub s ec tion Time an d  Hoodoo Spe L L , p . 349 . ] And when i t  melts away it melts  
away like dew . You ever seen like dew melt away and leave everything wet ? Well , 
my aunt walked over that . 

(You mean like in the morning it ' s  wet on the grass ? )  
Yes , sir . Well , my aunt she walked over that - i t  was on the p Lank-�aLk . 

We ll , after that she walked over it - she was b ig and fat - she weighed 250 -
th en she had one b ig leg and she had one li ttle  leg . Well , after that she began 
s o  sh e couldn ' t  walk . So I carried her to a lady [ a  spiritua L ]  and the lady took 
some holy wat er and rubbed my aunt ' s  leg with that for nine mornings and made her 
p ray an ' take the holy wat er and that holy wat er cured her . That holy water is 
really good - that holy wa t er cured her . 

(Made her take i t ?  How do you mean take it? ) 
She us ed to  drink three swallows of  it every morning , and the res t she used to 

bathe her leg in , and now she got all her health and s t rength back again . 
(Wher e did you take her - somewhere here in New Orleans ? ) 
Yes , s ir . I take my aunt into her hous e . We ll , when I b rought her in she 

tole my aunt , she say , "OOH , "  she say , "you ' re hurted. " But my aunt tole her , 
"Yes , but no thing don ' t hurt me . "  But you see , by her b ody b eing so big - she 
had a little  leg and a big leg - ' caus e that woman had put the s tuff  down for my 
aunt , well , she had put it  down to paraly z e  this one s ide . Well , she was really 
p aralyzed in that one s ide . Well , she made my aunt drink three swal lows of holy 
water , and she b athed her leg nine mornings in the holy water , and she made her 
repeat the Lord ' s Prayer three t imes a day . But she told her she had to believe 
in for it to do her any good . So she believed in it . [New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 
1088 : 9 . ] 

99 6 .  [ Everything in wit chcraft and hoodoo is spirit - even bad luck (see 
Hard- Luck Spiri ts , No . 895 , p . 3 2 8 ;  a lso Sp irits in Index) . Since you canno t kill 
spir i t , you are unab le to cure or to des troy dis ease , s ickness , body disability , 

or symp tom like headache - you get rid of i t  norma Z Ly by trans fer
TRANSFERENCE ring i t  to something else . This is very dangerous work for the 

doctor-yourself  addict ; it is quite hazardous for th e doctor him
s elf . He ed the words of a Mas ter of Spirits : ]  

[ " I f  de evil sp irit (here , your contro L , the sp irit  working for you) take yo ' 
mis ery an ' yo ' troub les away , well , he goin ' want s omebody else to put it  on 
( trans fer ence) - he turn right round ( unles s you are careful ) an '  put i t  on you 
( the doctor) . We ll , if you ain ' t got sens e ' nuf f  to protect yores elf , why he ' ll 
take de misery o f fa de person yo ' ( the doctor) cure an ' bring it right back to 
you" (Doctor Yousee sp eaks on p . 11 81 , l ine 43 f . , parentheses autho r ' s ) . ]  

[ There are many kinds of transf erence ; the mos t  usual probably being turning 
back (revers ing) the spell onto th e person cas t ing it . Equally common is any 
typ e o f  troub le trans ferred to a s tranger . ] 
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99 7 .  A si lver dime in the b ath-water - taking a b ath in the tub at nighttime , 
not no day - zinc tub , a washtub . After bathing , keeping the water in the hous e 

TRANSFERRED 
TO A STRANGER 

all night , throwing it out in th e middle of the s treet where 
someone pas s at . The man or woman pas s ing picks that up , picks 
up all your bad luck and everything that went wrong with you . 
You git along fine . you as anybody els e .  

[ I  s t op the machine t o  ask for a c learer account . ]  
In the bathtub that you goin ' bathe in , you see , you take de water , you put 

the si lver dime and a nickel which is fi fteen cent s .  odd money . Heat the wa rm 
water , pour it on the fifteen cent s . Aft er takin ' this s o lut ion - with pars ley , 
granulated sugar , with Karo syrup , ammonia and Jockey Club perfume , see - pour it 
in the wa ter and ba the from head to  feet , leave it s t ay in the house all night . 
That next day you thr ow i t  out in the middle of the s treet near to 4 o ' c lock that 
morning with the f i fteen cent s . Of course you know , if  anyb ody passes money on 
the s t reet , they will pick it  up . The one who picks i t  up , well they p i cks up 
your bad luck and you s tart a new true li f e  again . [ For cures , see Transference 
in Index . ] [New Or leans . La . , ( 8 1 6) , 1156 : 6 . ] 

9 9 8 .  [ In the f ollowing whooping-cough cure a mean trick is p layed on the 
spirit caus ing the diseas e : ] 

Everyb ody else in the family when they b en '  ovah with they han ' s 
EXPELLED on each othah ' s  back directly in front the fir s t  person , [ each 

INTO THE AIR p erson ]  right behind a person put his hands on his b ack [ the back 
o f  the pers on in front ] and - go right  b ehind each , put h is hands 

on my [ si ck person ' s back ] and the person won ' t  cough no more and the whoop wi ll 
go down the line to the las t person and go . 

[This  is  my original trans crip tion in pencil ; a not e  on it read ing , "Whoop ing 
cough cure - final trans crip t ion . "  The pers on wi th whooping cough b ends over -
b ehind him a line of b ent-over persons forms , each lay ing h is hands on the b ack 
of the person in front .  The spirit of whooping cough is interes ted and enters 
into the spi ri t  of the game . The diseased person whoops and the spirit makes his 
f irst mis take . Ins t ead of reentering the d iseased person , the spirit hops into 
the second person . Then the second person whoops and the spir it j umps in to the 
third per son - and s o  on down the line . When the las t  pers on in line whoops , the 
sp irit j umps b ackward in to the air - he is homeless and the diseased person is 
cured . 1 

[How can a spirit having power to change fo rm and to ' go anywhere b e  s o  eas i ly 
foo led ?  Why doesn ' t  he quickly reenter the las t person in line? As I previ ously 
remarked , a spirit is  a simple-minded creature (No . 505 , p . 152) . He had had a 
deligh t ful experience p laying the new game j ump ing-b ackwards ;  it  would never 
occur to him suddenly to j ump forwards . Bes ides , every person in the b ent-over 
line was intending and wi l ling or wishing him out into space . Man ' s  increas ing 
ab ility to think has permitted him to trick the spirits , overcome the ob stacles 
of the univer se . 1  [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( ? ) , 4 : 5 . ] 

999 . I f  you have chickenpox , go into henhouse ,  lie at door or under roos t . 
and le t someone shoo the chickens out so that they will f ly out over you . 

DISEASE EVICTED 
INTO RELATED OBJECT 

[This cure is based upon the magic law of like cures like 
(see margin-title so named) - chickenpox b eing symbolically 
connect ed wi th chickens . The homeless chickenpox spirit , 
evict ed by pat ient ' s  intention and the enticement of  

mys t ically related chickens , may select one new home (a chicken) or split his 
spirit persona li ty to grab s evera1 . 1  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 84 : 5+85 ; also 
heard at Girdletree . Md . ]  

1000 . I t  kinda makes me feel funny to tell i t . I t  was at Norfolk [ Virg ini a1 .  
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That was in 19 1 7 . Th is woman had b een s ick f or quit e  s ome t ime . The doctors did 

TRl FORM 
TRAN S FERENCE 

no t s eem to under s t and what was the t roub l e  with her . They d id 
every thing they could for her b ut nuthin s eemed to do her no good . 
Fina lly they got a di f ferent kind o f  doctor. I t  was a woman who 
was s upp osed to unders t and all ab out i t . 

Wh en she came she looked at her and sh e  s aid , "Can ' t  you s ee th is snake? " 
Sh e meant sh e wa s tricked by a snake . 
"Why , the t ime i s  pas t when she shou ld die . She s hould have b een d ead a month 

ago .  I t  is only her vital ity that kep t her alive . " 
She s aid she would try to d o  what she could for her .  
She [ the s ick woman ] said she didn ' t want t o  make nob ody e ls e in the condit ion 

she was in . [ She did not want her cond i t ion turned back on the pers on who had 
caus ed i t . ]  

S o  sh e  [ the doctor ] got a chicken she could throw this d is eas e on ins t ead o f  
throwing it on to a person . They kep t i t  ups t airs in the room next to th e  woman . 

"Keep it well fed [ s aid the doctor ] . "  
She didn ' t  want the ch icken t o  die . 
"Don ' t  let no one touch the chicken [ s aid the doctor] . "  
I f  anyone got a hold o f  that ch i cken they would kil l  i t . They didn ' t  want the 

p eop le downs tairs t o  kill i t , f or they knew what i t  was there for . They thought 
thes e p eop le wer e caus ing that s ickness . 

After they go t this chicken , sure enough the g i rl b egan to g e t  b et t er . 
At that t ime they u s e  t o  get a t  leas t a quart o f  bran every day f rom that b ed .  

I t  c ame off o f  her s kin . I t  looked like - you s e en husks o f  the meal after corn 
[maiz e ]  is gr ound . A f t er they us ed t o  take that up from th e sheet th ey used to 
put i t  in a p aper b ag and carry it and throw i t  into the river . They said that 
would he lp to get her well . It came o f f  of her body each day - th e s kin rubbed 
o f f . You have s een the s cales rubbed off o f  a f is h .  Her skin looked j us t  like 
that , j us t  like p eop le begin t o  p eel around th e nails in s car let fever . 

Th e woman t o ld her she wou ld have to cr o s s  water . 
The doc t ors they didn ' t want them t o  b r ing her away . They didn ' t  have a cas e 

like that . They wanted t o  f o l low the cas e to the end . 
Sh e came on here [ to New York C i ty ] . She didn ' t  live long after she got h er e , 

her condit ion was s o  weak . I gues s it was the change o f  c limat e , t oo . 
I don ' t  know what happ en after I left home t o  the ch icken . Tha t chi cken 

walking around , I t e l l  you what it was like - i t  got on my nerves . The s tuf f  
from the b owels o f  that chicken would b e j us t  as green as grass - pois on . 

[ The doctor cor rect ly diagno sed thi s s ever e cas e o f  d es quamat i on as caus ed by 
a snake ; corr e c t ly , hoodoo ica 1ly sp eaking . Doesn ' t  a snake shed it ' s  skin? Much 
mor e is invo lved . We have here a rare s ituat ion . A snake tricked int o  a patient 
fails t o  create ; that is , fails to develop into a snake from a swallowed snake 
egg ,  or to r eform the original snake b ody f rom dead-snake powder.  Had the snake 
egg or powder created a b ody , the living b o dy o f  this snake within the p a tient 
could have b een r emoved eas i ly (see marg in-t it le LiVe Things in You , p . 2 2 7 , and 
Index) . Ins t ead o f  a living snake we have a snake sp irit . How does a snake 
s p irit disp lay itse l f ?  A patient wi ll act like a snake : crawl , dar t out tongue 
or run it round lip s [ as a snake is s uppos ed to do) , have long s leep p eriods 
( h ib e rnat ion) , and p eel off skin ( ecdy s is ) . Our doctor comb ines three rites , the 
mag i c  thr ee : i f  the healthy chicken fails t o  a t t ract the snake spirit from the 
pat ient , the fish sca Les (snake sca Les ) when th rown int o  running wa t er wi ll carry 
away a p ar t o f  the snake s p irit (Part of spiri t  Equa Ls Who Le of Spirit , p . 2l ) ; 
and i f  thes e two fai l ,  the pat i ent cros s ing water will loo s e  the snake sp irit -
spirit canno t cross wat er . ] [New York C i ty ,  ( 4 ) , Ed . ;  informant b orn in county 
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near Norfolk ,  Va . , and lat er lived there . ]  
1001 . You taken a man or woman subj ect with astmee [ as thma ] - you make ' em 

passage , you go to  a tree and you dig a hole , bore a hole in the tree and put 
that down in there - bore a hole with a auger and put that in ther e and stop 

PART FOR WHOLE 
TRANSFERENCE 

that up . He ' s  got no more as tmee • .  [ S topping up a person ' s 
pas sage a dangerous rite - see Excrement and B lack Bottle in 
Index . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 81 6 ) , 1158 : 3 . ]  
1002 . De ole peop le say if yo ' have hemo rrhage - yo ' know whut 

a hemorrhage is - well , yo ' take dat b lood an ' put hit in a bot tle an ' s top it up 
an ' throw dat in runnin ' watah an ' don ' t look back . Dey s ay dat wi ll s t op de 
hemorrhage . [ Fayet t evi lle , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 7 ) , 2516 : 7 . ] 

[The mag ic rite  of conf inement - as in drawing a cir cle - is als o invo lved in 
the two p r eceding r it es . ] 

1003 . Yo ' let ' em bowels move an ' put i t  in a bucket or can an ' go to de 
rivah an ' throw it  in de r ivah . Go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 

(What wi ll that do then? ) 
Git chew s t raight so yo ' kin g i t  out an ' git  tuh walkin ' an ' do an ' talk to 

yo ' self . 
( I f  a person is hoodooed and you want to cure him , you take his s tool and put 

it in a can in the wat er ? ) 
In de wat ah . Throw it  in d e  rivah . Co ' se he kin walk ovah d ere an ' j es '  

throw i t  in de rivah . 
(But he mus t  do that for nine mornings . )  
Nine mawnin ' s ,  throw i t  in dere . 
(Do you throw i t  in there any special way ? )  
No way - j es '  throw it  in der e  an ' walk right o ff - away , ain ' t go tta stay 

round dere . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558) , 2832 : 14 . ] 
100 4 .  Ah ' ve learned dat chew kin go to de fo ' k  of a road an ' yo ' carry two 

needles with you an ' cross them , an ' if dere ' s  anyone -

CROSSROAD CURE 
(How do you cross them? Where do you cross them? ) 
Jes ' cross ' em at de fo ' k  of de road , j es '  lak i t ' s a road goin ' 
dis away an ' one disaway . Well , den dis is d e  fo ' k  comin ' heah . 

(When you cross them , you j us t  hold them in your hand or what? ) 
Jes ' lay ' em  on de ground an ' cross ' em an ' yo '  cross de needles in de fo ' k ,  

right a t  de fo ' k .  Yo ' lay ' em down an ' cross dem an ' i f  dere ' s  a person - dey 
call it a sp ell , j es '  lak someb ody has hurt yo ' someway or ' nothah , an ' yo ' cro ss 
ovah those needles , why it will take de spell offa you . 

(Well now , if I would go out there and put thos e needles down , you mean I 
would have to  cross over them or what ? )  

De person dat ' s  hurt would cross ovah them - i f  yo ' r e hurt , i f  yo ' feel dat 
yo ' have a pain dat de doctors cain ' t  cure , an ' yo ' take dose two needles an ' yo ' 
j es ' cross dem at d e  fo ' ks of de road an ' j es '  walk ovah dem o An ' dat will take 
de spell of fa yo ' den .  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 139 0) , 2490 : 10 . ] 

1005 . I f  yo ' havin ' chills like dat , why ah ' ve heard o f  they cut tin , off  they 
fingernails and dropping i t  at de forks of de road in a sack ; j es t  t i e  i t in a 
r ag and somebody comes along and pick i t  up , why the chi ll will gi t  off  you and 
git on them . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (608) , 7 86 : 9 . ] [ This is also p art- for whole 

trans ference . ]  
1006 . [ Before leaving the subj ect of trans ference I mus t  give 

DEAD TO LIVING here a remarkab le case of disease transferred from the dead t o  
the living : ]  
Well , a man died wi th the T . B .  An ' another woman didn ' t like 

h im [ a  living man ] . She fell out wi th him b e caus e she like him an ' he liked 
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another woman . We ll , s h e  wen t  to d e  gravey ard [ the grave o f th e man wi th T . B . ] 
an ' she got someone dat knew ab out dat s t u f f  [gpaveyard dipt ] an ' on a certain 
moon dat bot tom s and comes t o  de top . Wel l , th ey kn ew  ab out dat e They knew j es '  
when those things would b e ,  so she got this gpaveyard dipt an ' sh e put i t  wi th 
some thing e ls e  an ' sh e put it in a drink an ' g ave i t  to him . Then he b eg in to 
pine away j es '  like he had de T . B .  I f  yo '  want a pers on to have heart troub le 
or s omething like dat , j es '  like a person tuh die , why yo ' g o  tuh de person that 
chew knew d ied wit dat , an ' on a certain moon dat s and comes to de t op - de t op 
s and goes to de b o t t om  an ' d e  b o t t om s and comes to d�. An ' yo ' get dat s and 
an ' put it in someth ing - put i t  with s omething else an ' yo ' give i t  to them -
an ' th ey ' ll die wi th de s ame thing dat de pers on dat de s and come f rom died with .  

D at ' s  why lo t s a  peop le have such peculiar diseas es an ' we think i t ' s  one thing 
when it ' s  another - it ' s  not nachural . ( Dis eas e  is no t  natur al - s ee No . 6 4 7 , 
p . 2l 8 . ] 

(I t ' s s omething that you put in s ome s or t  o f  food or drink . ) 
Yes sir . 
(What do y ou mean by cert ain moon? ) 

Well , wi tchcra ft mos t ly comes on a young moon . [ S t . Petersburg , F la . , ( 100 6 ) , 
l 6 2 2 : 2 . } 

100 7 . ( This man sp oke s o rapidly I could repeat only snat ch es o f  his conver
sa tion to my Ed iphone . Af ter his dep ar ture I pie ced together a few b e liefs such 

as th e following : ]  
DOCTOR ABSORBS D I S EASE [ The inf ormant and another man quarreled ab out a woman . 

S ometimes later , not suspe cting any evi l  mot ive , he 
accep ted a drink of whi skey from hi s  riva l . Af t er a few days came four paraly t i c  
s trokes in h i s  lef t s id e ,  one f o llowing th e other and all on t h e  s ame morning . 
Fai ling to be he lp ed by five do c t or s ,  he went t o  Norf o lk , Virginia to consult a 
conj urer . This h ealer , s tating that he could rid him o f  paralys is , demanded a 
f i f ty-dollar f ee in advance .  The p at ient o f f ered t o  p ay twenty- f iv e  dollars 
down and the b a lanc e on r ecovery but thes e t erms were refused . At this point my 
informant b ecame s o  skep t ical ora lly , the conj urer defended h is power by c laiming 
he could t ake the p ar a ly s is up on hims elf - ab s orb it into his b ody . Neg otiations 
collaps ed . ]  [New York C i ty , ( 9 ) , by Ediphone and hand ; for a cas e of invo luntary 
ab sorb t i on of diseas e ,  see No . 79 6 ,  p . 27 l , In . 36 .  This la tter phenomena app ears 
in Chris t ian exorcism . I t  also happ ened to a healer in Adams C ounty I llinois :  
An o Zd wapt hea Zep aomp Zained of diminished powep to take off wapts b eaause his 
b Zood had beaome too thin; fUrthep� that every wapt formep Zy pemoved by him was 
now appeaping on his own body . He disp Zayed a aonsidepab Ze numbep of wapts in 
ppoof of this be Zief. FACI , 2ed . , No . 6 3 3 8 , p . 2 90 . ] 

1008 . He had a aunt named Aun t Rachel and she us e d  t o  cook for Mr . S . at Lake 
Waccamaw . And sh e h ad a friend and th i s  f r iend wanted her j ob and she didn ' t  

BEWITCHED ARTICLES 
BURNED 

know h ow to get it hones t .  I t  was j is '  like sh e knowed sh e 
couldn ' t  g et it hones t ,  I gues s ,  and s o  she worked a s ch eme 
to g et it . Wel l ,  she went to work and - of cours e we didn ' t 
know what i t  was all about unt i l  she taken s i ck .  But a fter 

she t aken s ick dey h ad several do c tors to her , dey d idn ' t know s ti ll ab out de 
mat t er - de doc t or s cou ldn ' t  found what was de troub le with her . S o  one day sh e 
swoll all up . Sh e  swoll , look like she gon ' a  b urs t  all h er skin , h ad th is fit , 
and p ant for breath . Sh e j is ' , you know , like every b reath would b e  de las t .  
She couldn ' t  do anything but j is '  lie dere and shake and hold h er hands like dat e 
Dis is a r eal s tory that I ' m tellin ' yah , I know ab out it . She took like dat and 
dey couldn ' t  do anything atall . De doc tors couldn ' t  do anything with her . 

And s o  one day Mr . S .  told his wai t r es s  ar oun ' there ,  he s ays , "Ed , "  h e  s ay , 
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" suppose we do some work aroun ' the yard today . "  Ed said , "Well , Mr . S . , I I he 
says , "what wi ll be the f irst thing on the docket ? 1 I He says , "I t ell you . I 
spect we ' ll move that pump , tear it  down and put a new plat form and all aroun ' 
it . I I  S o  they b egan t o  move d e  pump and t o  taken down this platform all aroun ' 
de pump . And right under de pump after dey b egin - . dey take up de pump - dey 
was two bran ' -new saucers and a do zen b rass pins , and some s tuff  and some hair 
was pinned up in this two bran ' -new s aucers . Dey [ s aucers ] were p lant one over 
de o ther ,  plant toge ther , and dey were placed under de pump . And she was - that 
was her dose under de pump .  And j es '  as soon as that pump was moved and thes e 
saucer s were removed from this place she go t all right . Th ey burned ' em  up .  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 25 6 ) , 2 5 2 : 3 ;  Lake Waccamaw , Co lumbus Co . ,  N .  Car . , 1896 . ]  

1009 . An '  git , yo ' unders tan ' , her minist�atin ' - a woman ' s  period an ' put it 
in wit lodes tone an ' some of her hair , rusty needles an ' rus ty p ins , an ' bury dat 

THREE PERSONS 
WITNES S THE BURN ING 

undah her do ' s tep an ' that would run her away . Well , de 
thing that ah saw wus a person had buried this undah a 
girl ' s  house name Jos ephine . Well , this Jos ephine wus 
livin ' in a house an ' she wus goin ' with a man an ' de 

peop le wanted her ' way from this place . S ee .  An ' somehow or othah they go t her 
stockin ' top an ' some o f  her hair an ' lodes tone . Wrapped that hair aroun ' the 
lodestone an ' then she had three rus ty needles an ' three rus ty p ins s tickin ' in 
through de hair ; yo ' understan ' , aroun ' dis lodes tone , an ' buried that undah her 
steps . An ' that wus tuh drive her away . 

Well , her s istah , Missus Malone , lived ' way on the south end , supposed tuh b e  
one those s o-called hoodoos could do things an ' drive yo ' away . See . An ' she 
told her - she went tuh Miz Malone an ' Miz Malone told her about this s tuff wus 
buried undah her do ' s tep an ' she got this s tuff out - out from undah her do ' s tep .  
Ah saw de s tuff  mahself . An ' she tole her whut tuh do with it  de nex ' day . She 
tole her tuh gi t up that mawnin ' befo ' sunrise an ' had tuh git three persons tuh 
burn this s tuff . Well , one boy dat ah remembered had burn dis s tuff  - co ' s e he ' s  
daid now . His name wus - an ' he wus de one go t de s tuff out from undah dat s tep 
an ' burn it fo ' her . 

(How do you mean three persons to burn it ? )  
She meant three persons that she knew - see , tuh g it i t  out an ' den each three 

of these persons do dat tuh s ee it burn . 
(Well , about that piece with the b lood - what did they do wi th that ? ) 
Well , that wus wrapped in with the hair too . Dis b loody p iece wus mixed in 

lodes tone an ' de hair aroun ' de lodestone . 
(Did they burn i t  at any particular time or do anything after they burned it? ) 
Ah r e ' lly don ' t know whut they did aftah dey burn it . [Little Rock , Ark . , 

( 894) , 1464 : 7 . ] 
1010 . I f  she get that [mens trual b lood ] on you , she ' s got you . She puts that 

in something you eat or drink and you can ' t get clear of her . I had that done to 

WHIPPING 
me onc e .  There was a old lady that asked me to come over one Saturday 
afternoon - and I was going with her daughter and she seemed to think 
a great deal o f  me . Her daughter said she [ the mother ] wanted us to 

marry . On a Sunday morning she s ent me to another daughter ' s and I went [ there ] 
and got her a j ib bonnet - that ' s an old-fashioned bonnet made out of s lats . So 
when I got ready to go home she [ the mother ] give me a molas ses cake into [baked 
in ] a tin plate . And her son who was a cripp le fellow got on a s tool and said , 
"Sam , give me a piece of your cake . " His mother replied to h im ,  "No , he ' s  [you 
have] had cake . "  He s aid , "Mine was cut-out cake [a s lice from a large cake ] , 
not that kind . "  

And s o  on going home I had to go on a road through a field o f  roas ting-ye�s 
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[ ears of (swee t )  c o rn (ma i z e) ready for roas t ing or b o i l ing ] - and I e t e  ab out 
ha l f  of it and I c ome to think what the o ld fo lks had t o ld me . And I thr ew th e 
res t [ o f  the c ake ] o f f  in the c orn . And I had a t ime in g e t t ing c lear o f  her 
[ d aught er ] .  I wasn ' t  sat i s f ied nowhere I would b e  except I was looking at her . 

There was an o ld man told me how to g e t  shed o f  i t  by t aking a brand-new 
shing le and carrying i t  t o  a sandy b ranch . And I dr ew  her p i t chure as near as I 
could . I was t o ld , you draw th e p i t chure on the shingle and dr ive the pitchure 
int o  th e s and , and I j us t  j ump ed backward s and f o rth over the sh ing le - over her 
h ead , and cut her in the face wi th a swi tch . You have to do that nine t imes 
[ once each ] nine mornings early . And I didn ' t have much more troub le .  [ Berlin ,  

Md . , ( ? ) , by hand . ]  
1011 . I f  a fellah wanta aunjure yo ' any way wit root work ,  i f  yo ' knock b lood 

out a  him he can ' t  do it - d ey say that . 
(I f you draw s ome o f  his b lood he can ' t hurt you? ) 
He can ' t hurt cha o [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1074) , 1736 : 10 . ] 
1012 . Wel l , ah t el l  you , j es '  l ike now i f  a person go t a spell on you - we ll , 

you have to gi t nex t  t o  his f riends s ee and g i t  his friend to pull o f f  a j ob for 
yuh .  Well , you will have t o  j us t  take a knife and draw his b lo od s e e ,  and d e  
minu t e  y ou draw h i s  b lood , why tha t  sp ell is a l l  ovah w i t . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
( 511) , 5 74 : 4 . ] 

1013 . I f  one of these aunjures or hoodoo persons puts a spell on you , the 
only thing you can do is to cut a wild g rapevine and make a walking cane of it 
and then b eat them wi th i t . By this t ime you b eat all the aunjure out of them . 
[New Y ork C i ty , ( 11) , Ed . ; Albermarle Co . ,  Va . ]  

1014 . What you do t o  b reak up cunjuration - you g o  out in the country and get 
a grap evine that has s even j o int s on i t , hammer i t  over their head unti l  blood 
comes and make a wish t o  the Lo rd [ for i t ] to be overcome . I heard of an old 
fellow one t ime put t ing a spell on a man and the man heard of it and he go t  a 
s t i ck for i t , and by the t ime he got to wha Zing him over the head wi th the c lub , 
he to ld him i f  he l e t  him a lone he ' d  take that sp ell o f f . And he did take that 
spell o f f . [ Freder i cksb urg , Va . , ( 44) , Ed . ] 

1015 . Wel l , s omeone wus t ryin ' tuh harm ' er ' b out f ive yeah s  ago . Well , ever 
sinc e  then she be diggin ' aroun ' de s tep - yo ' know , keep lookin ' for somepin , 

CURE BY B REAKING 
lookin ' f o ' s omepin . So fin ' lly one day she found a b o t t le 
undah our s t ep an ' she t o ok i t  an ' b reak i t  up - b us t  i t  up 
an ' ever ' th ing . An '  anyway , aftah she b us t  de thing , we ll , 

d i s  woman whu t  put de s tuf f d ere , she got b lind , ravin ' crazy . Dey had tuh s end 
her tuh d e  ' sy lum an ' ever ' thing . Fin ' lly a f tah she g o t  t o  d e  ' sy lum she died . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 129 6) , 2 198 : 6 . ]  

1 0 1 6 . [ In add i t ion to the bo t t le cat ching o f  a s p ir i t  (p . 24)  a sp ir i t  can be 
caugh t  wh i l e  operator t ie s  a knot : ]  

SPIRI T  CAUGHT 
IN KNOT 

Take a p i ece o f  s tring . Well , you may hear s omeone call yo ' in 
yore s l eep . You may b e  s l eep or may b e  in my hous e .  I ' ll s ay ,  
"John , "  o r  wha tever yore name i s . Well , whenever I s ay J ohn o r  

. Char lie , that spi ri t w i l l  answer me and I snap dat s tring and 
I ' ve g o t  yore spirit . 

(You j us t  hold a piece o f  s tring in one hand ? ) 
Two hands - j es t a small p iece o f cot ton s t r ing and t ie a kno t  in i t  but don ' t  

draw it t i ght ye t . And I call dat name and as qui ck as dat name ah call i t , 
" Charlie ? "  Char lie will s ay , "Hunh ? " I ' ll sna t ch i t , I ' ve g o t cha . 

(What wou ld you do with that s tring , a f ter you g e t  that in there ? What would 
you do , th en ? ) 

What wou ld I do a f t e r  I gets i t ?  Fas t en i t  r i ght down and t ie i t  up and put 
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it in my purs e .  
(And you have the spirit then . Well , what would a person do th at for ? ) 

What would you do dat for? When yo ' s  in love . A woman would do that when 
sh e ' s  in love wid yuh and she wanta gain yuh . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 52 5 ) , 
6 2 7 : 7 . ] 

10 17 . [ Another i llog ical result of cat ching a spirit or a p ers on ' s  mind is 
making it wand er : ]  

Take a pocke t handker chief and ke tch yore mind . Tie nine knots in i t  and take 
dat handkerchief and t o t e  i t , and everywher e you go you carry dat handker chief 
and dat ' s  got de pers on mind . You ket ch his mind when you t alking to him , you 
s ee .  He don ' t  know what you do ing you s ee , but all de time you talking you keep 
tying dem knot s  you see - ty ing dem knots , getting dem knots , y ou git him tied 
you s�e and gett ing his mind . And you got hi s mind and that makes him wand er -
you see , he be wandering f rom p lace to p lace . You s ee ,  he wanta go . I ' ve b een 
thataway , I ' ve been in dat , under dat inf luence . 

(I see . I f  I wanted t o  make you walk , then all I would do , take his handker
chief and go on talking to you and j us t  tie nine kno ts in i t , and that cat ches 
your mind . )  

Catches my mind - you s ee , gets my mind . 
(That put s you to walking ? )  
Put me to walking . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( ? ) , 99 3 : 3 . ] 
1018 . [ Instead of both hands holding the s tr ing or clo th paralle l to the 

b ody . sometimes the left hand is agains t the body while the right h and ext ended 
in f ront of the body j erks the s tring outwards . Th is is called tying a knot away 
from you : ]  

You take a new s t r ip of c loth and t ie nine knots in i t  - j erk ' em from you and 
you t ie ' em ,  snatch ' em from you . I f  you go t an enemy and you calls his name , 
you won ' t never b e  worried with him no more . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 6 6 ) , 8 7 7 : 8 . ]  

1019 . [ Whi le tying knots in the fo l lowing cures the op erator need no t call a 
name , b ecaus e the s imp le-minded spirit caus ing the dis eas e  i s  s o  curious ab out 
the loos e knot that he ventures too near . Suddenly j erked tight the hard knot 
grasp s a piece of the spi rit - part of spiPit equaZs who Ze of spiPit (p . 2 1) . ]  

Tie nine knots in a s tr ing , soak in turpentine , t ie around wais t and no one 
can harm you • • •  tie nine knots in a cord s tr ing and wet i t  with tur pent ine ; hi t ' ll 
s top childr en ' s  fever - tie it around your [ child ' s ]  wais t .  [Mob i le , Ala . , ( ? ) , 
900 : 4 . ] 

10 20 . Take a s t ring an ' t ie nine knots in it an ' put i t  roun ' yore f ing er -
I mean roun ' yore wris t  fo ' cramp s . Da t ' s  good fo ' cramps . 

( Any p lace you have the cramps ? )  
Any p lace - j es '  t ie nine kno ts i n  i t  an ' put i t  roun ' yore arm . Dat will 

cer tainly cure de cramps . [ Faye ttevi lle , N. Car . , ( 1407 ) , 2 5 30 : 6 . ] 
102 1 .  Well , ah got tuh feelin ' yo ' know - j is '  funny in de hai d ,  yo ' know -

s tar ted wit a kinda runnin ' spells like - j i s ' took me all at once y o '  s ee - j is '  
got to runnin ' an ' s cr eamin ' an ' hol1erin ' an ' goin ' on . Mah head got to hurtin ' 
an ' dey didn ' t  know hard ly whut ailed me - ah didn ' t  know mah s elf . J i s ' took , 
yo ' know , 1ak at onc e .  Had done swo le - mah stomach had done swo1e up s o . 

Well , mah brother-in- law knowed a fellah ovah in Augus ta , Georg ia , yo ' know .  
Well , he ' d  taken me ovah dere . Well , d i s  fellah had put dem nine not ches [ knot s ]  
around mah la ig - a cord , an '  he s ay ,  " In de ninth mornin ' , "  say , "yo '  take i t  
o f f  an ' throw it i n  de f ir e . "  An ' dat ' s  whut ah done . An ' ah g o t  r i d  o f  i t . 

(Did you throw it in to the f ire in any part icular way ? ) 
Yes suh . 
(How did he t el l  you to throw i t ? ) 
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Ah throwed b ackwards . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 2 ) , 165 5 : 1 . ] 
102 2 . Dey tell me tuh b reak de chills on anybody yo ' take a co t ton string an ' 

tie nine kno t s  in dat an ' insert it in turpent ine , but don ' t tie de nine knots 
all at once . Yo ' tie one kno t dis mawnin ' , put it around yo re patient - tie de 
string around yore patient , around de body . De next mornin ' yo ' t ake it off an ' 
t ie another knot , but chew always ins ert it  in turpentine every time yo ' put it 
on till de nine mo rnings up . Dem chills is gone fo ' evah from dem o [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 11 7 4 ) , 19 82 : 10 . ] 

1023 . I f  yo ' ve got chi lls or anything 1ak dat an ' yo ' wanta b reak ' em  on a 
person , yo ' kin tie nine kno t s  into a cot ton thread an ' tie i t  around h is waist 
right next to his skin . If yo ' tie it  today at ' leven a ' c10ck - i f  yo ' have dat 
chi ll today at ' leven a ' c10ck , yo ' tie dat st ring round dere tod ay at ' leven 
a ' c10ck . An' den tomorrow at ' leven a ' c10ck when dat hand gits j es '  ' bout on 
der e at ' leven , why den he takes dat st ring from round h is wais t an ' goes to th e 
closest b lack gum tree it is to dat house , an ' tie dat s tring around dat tree , 
around dat b lack gum tree , an '  go on o f f  an ' leave dat e Dat ' ll b reak dem chills 
on him - he won ' t  nevah have ano ther one .  [Wayc ross , Ga . , ( 11 20a) , 1 800 : 5 . ] 

1024 .  Peop le tie - hear o f  ' em  take thr ead-st ring an ' tie nine kno ts in it 
an ' tie i t  roun ' dey haid . 

(What will that do? ) 
Well , dey claim dat s top de headache . [ Florenc e , S .  Car . ,  ( 12 9 9 ) , 2199 : 5 . ] 
10 25 . Now , i f  a chile got de whoopin ' cough an ' nevah s een his father , he ' ll 

cut a patch de hair out de top of his haid an ' tie it in a s tring an ' hang i t 
round his neck . I t ' s  good fo ' de whoopin ' cough . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1178) , 
199 1 : 1 . ] 

1026 . [ As we had medicine taken by proxy , so can pain be shared - the spirit 
being made to divid e  itself : ]  

I f  a woman is in fo ' a labor , if she has s ome thin , o f  his about 
PAIN SHARED her , a sock . hat or somethin ' 1ak dat - sh e has someth in ' about 

her , why that ' ll caus e him tuh have s ome o f  the pains , too . 
[ "A p regnant woman by c rawling over the husband can t rans fer her future labor 
pains to him , "  FACI , 2ed . , No . 2953 , p . 13 3 ; for psychic or  pseudo-couvade -
husb and having morning sicknes s  and ailments o f  pregnancy and acute pain during 
wife ' s  de livery - FACI , p . 13 3 . ] [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 142 1) , 2541 : 1 . ] 

10 2 7 .  [ An  examp le o f  crossing pain was g iven in Crossmark Cure (p . 365) , where 
a boil  was wi L Led or intended away . In the following rite the operato r asks the 

PAIN IS CROSSED 
PRAYER 

spirit to cross or remove the pain - this is pray er : ]  
Ah wus hurt . Ah caught a pain in mah s ide an ' ah s tayed sick 
aboat - it  wus t ' ree veeks [weeks ] b e fo '  ah give up , you know , 
in de b aid . An ' ah got a veak [weak ]  an ' ah turnt re ' l  b lack . 

An '  ah vent tuh de hospi tal .  Dey couldn ' t do me no good . An '  ah get , you know , 
medica L doctah , an ' none of  dey [ not dem ] couldn ' t do me no good . So I vent in 
b aid on it , s tayed in dere t ' ree veeks , an ' dey [ fami ly or friends ] had a root 
doctah tuh come an ' zamin me . An '  t ' wus somepin in mah side wit a pain . I t  
s eem 1ak i t  keep movin ' up - you know , 1ak somepin turnin ' aroun ' in yer s ide . 
An '  she [ root doctor ] said dat she didn ' t  know no [ internal ] medicine or nuthin 
1ak dat would o f  kilt i t , but she could of  f ix an ' rub it . 

She take a penny an ' some su1phah an ' gas ' lene an '  s alt an ' pu-tit tuhgethah 
an ' tell it  to cross de pain - yuh know , cross it , cross  de pain wi t  it , zhoo 
know , j is '  rub i t . She had tuh mix it all tuhgethah in a j ah [ j ar ]  an ' sha-kit 
[ shake i t ]  re ' l good .  Yuh s ee ,  dat penny get r ight b rown - I mean 1ak su1phah . 
Fus ' '

( f irs t ]  t ' ing , she take [ s t arts ] to rub i t  - j is '  do 1ak dat ( demons trates ] ; 
made a cross ovah de pain wit de medi-seen . Den she j is '  rub it  straight down 



39 2  - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Founda tion -

fuh nine mawnin ' s  an ' tole me to stay in de b aid aboat five days . An '  af t ah she 
rubb ed it  fuh nine mawnin ' s t  den I would o f  b een ab le to  get UP t you know , an ' 
walk aroun ' . An ' it  sure did help . 

(Did you f ind out who had done this ? )  
Dey f ind it . I t  wus some needles t ied up in a lit tle c1aht [ c lo th ]  an ' s tuf f 

down in a bot t le an ' undahneat ' mah baid , you know , undah de house . An '  den 
undah de [ outdoo r ]  s t ep it wus some match haids an ' s ome kin t a  s eeds . Dat wus 
in a bottle . Dat wus undah de s t ep . She found it an ' b rought it in de hous e 
an ' sprinkled salt ovah it an ' t ake i t  wit ' er e  [ Sulphur , as well as salt , is 
us ed to s t erilize a hoodoo obj ect - see No . 89 7 t p . 3 28 . ] She tole me ah could 
o f keep it an ' pu-tit  in a runnin ' watah an ' it  would do de same good , but ah ' d  
ruthah , yuh know , let ' er care [ carry ] it off . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 231) t 
1 5 5 : 2+85 ; happened 19 3 2 . ]  

[ I  would like to  illus trate further this important rite of ta lking over 
diseas e or ai lment among per sons of German des cent in Adams County , I llinois : ]  

[ "Ten or e leven years ago ( 1 920- 1 9 21 )  I aame upon a supers tition whiah was 
quite new to me at the time . Ques tioning a little girl about the hea l th of her 
aousin who was suffePing from a badly infeated arm I was to ld that his aondi tion 
ws very serious � ' Grandma had to ta lk to him las t night . ' On inquipy I leamed 
that Grandma knew how to ' ta lk over ' peop le who were affliated with wounds or 
sores and made them we l l� and that she frequent ly exeraised her apt for a l l  sorts 
of peop le .  She had ' ta lked over ' Mapie herse lf� but Marie dealined regretfu l ly 
but firm ly to te l l  what she said. 'You dassunt te l l  or something bad wi l l  
happen. ' The s ahoo l janitor to whom a l l  the seare ts of the 'South End ' [ the 
Ca lft07.Un in No . 214 , p . 60 ]  are an open book� to ld me that he knew severa l o ld 
women who pre tended to this ski ll�  and he mentioned one wi thin two b loaks of the 
s ahoo l� a radius that would ina lude Grandma a lso .  I mentioned Grandma 's auPious 
praatiae to Mr. B. � pastor of K. Churah . He reaeived the ta le wi thout any 
surprise and aakn07.U ledged that the thing was aommon . Wa lter [ informant ' s  
bro ther ] as ked several aaquaintanaes of Ger.man parentage what they kne7.U about 
i t� and he found that o ld women who wi l l  ' ta lk over ' you aan be found in north
eas t Quincy as we l l  as in south Quinay . No doubt this is an o ld German 
supers ti tion . It is aertain ly a live and flourishing in Quinay . " FACI , .1st ed . , 
p . 206 ; 2 ed . , p . 19 9 . ] [Miss Ella Randall , one o f  my great f riends , wro te this 
s tatement as we ll as others and also gave mat erial orally . She was interested in 
my col lecting for FACI but died before the f ir s t  edit ion of 19 3 5 . A copy of the 
s econd ed it ion I pr es ent ed as a memorial to her to the Quincy Public LibrarY t 
wh ere she for years had b een on the Lib rary Board . We f irst met during h igh
s chool-f reshman English ; she the e lder ly teacher , I the young pup il . ]  

10 2 8 .  Yo ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer - that ' s great you know , 
LORD ' S  PRAYER Our Father� who art in heaven . . . .  

(Jus t once? ) 
No sir , you do i t nine times . [ For three times , see No . 99 5 , p . 383 . ] 

(What do you do that for ? )  
That ' s  for t o  protect yourself . You know dey can ' t  stand yo ' calling de 

Lord ' s Prayer when d ey trying to do you harm . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 70 6 ) , 9 69 : 9 . ]  
1029 . Ah goes dere [ graveyard or c rossroad ] an '  gives God three prayers . At 

twe lve a ' clock 1n de nigh t - don ' t go dere in d e  day . Give God ' s  three prayers 
fo ' al l mah undert akin ' an ' d i f ferent things - trans actions in b us ines s . That 
means fo ' s icknes s or death or anything inter ferin ' wi t me . [ Florence , S .  Car ' t  
( 1 334) , 23 00 : 2 . ] 

1030 . [Although the following rite deals with love t the doator uses this 
co ffeepot method for all sorts o f  cases : ]  
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Now ,  lis t en .  Dis woman an ' her husband couldn ' t  git  along . He ' s  very noisy 
an ' he has - naturally he is dif f ' rent f rom her an ' he do things she didn ' t like 

COFFEEPOT RITE 
PRAYER 

an ' always cause an argument . S o he goes away fo ' foah months , 
yo '  unders tand . He goes away fo ' foah months .  Wel l ,  dis woman 
she got in love - dis is Anna - Anna wus so much , yo '  know , so 
crazy about him an ' loved him an ' want to live with him an ' all 

lak dat , so she goes to d is woman an '  tole dis woman how , whut an ' ever ' thing . 
Dis woman said , "Kin yo ' come down heah eleven-thirty ? Ah want chew tuh go to 

de cemetery . Bring two pieces of money - two pennies , an ' take up d ir t  from de 
foot an ' de haid an ' b ring i t  back to · me .  Ah ' ll put it in a coffeepo t . "  

She fixed it up - she put sulphur an ' peppah or salt - ah don ' t know j es ' 
what , bu t we ' ll say p eppah an ' she give i t  back to Anna . Sh e put salt an ' p eppah 
with d is d irt - she put it  in d e  coffeepot an ' she prayed ovah it . Ah don ' t  know 
whut d e  prayer . An ' she give this dirt to  Anna an ' she said , "An ' yo '  write his 
name on a papah thre e  times a day an ' burn dis papah s ix a ' clock in de mawnin ' , 
twelve in de day an ' s ix in de evening" - s ee - " an ' do dat fo ' nine days ,  an ' in 
de third day wri te him a let tah . "  

(The third day during those nine days ? )  
Yes - yo ' unders tand . After ah do dis nine days [ sh e  reveals the ident ity of 

the woman going to the doctor ] , den a f t er dat three days , wri te him a lettah on 
de third day , yo ' unders tand . "An ' yo ' ll hear f rom him ,  an ' yo ' an ' him will git 
back tog ether in three days or three months . "  

An ' in two month s time dey wus b ack together . 
(When she went out to the graveyard , what did she do out there? She took 

some dirt and what ? )  
She took dirt f rom de graveyard - dat wus suppos ed to be at twelve a ' clock at 

night , but Anna had tuh go t o  dis p lace an ' be there at eleven-thirty an ' talk to 
dis woman . She had to go to dis place alone - d e cemet ery alone . Well , Anna is 
very nervous - � - ah had a lot of nerve , yo ' know . She goes to de cemetery an ' 
she g i t s  dis dirt from de foot an' de h ead . Yo ' understand me? An ' she bring i t  
b ack t o  this woman . She put i t  in a co f feepot wit , we ' ll say p eppah - put peppah 
in it an ' give it to Anna an ' said , "Yo ' write his name on a piece of papah . "  

(When she put it in the  cof feepot did she do anything to it in the cof feepot ? )  
Not any thin , - j es '  put it in dere an ' pray ovah it an ' take it out . No - no 

cookin ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1304) , 2204 : 4 . ] 
103 1 . [ In the preceding rite we warmed up or gave extra power to a fireless 

co f feepot ; in the following rite  we have a water les s  b ath p ower ed by s inging : ]  
I was livin ' [ rooming ] wi th a lady in this town here and she 

POWERED BY S INGING had a man she was livin ' wi th . An '  this man , you s ee , would 
go out and work but he wouldn ' t bring in money to suit this 

lady , see . And this lady went to s ome hoodoo lady and t ried to find out s ome way 
of gettin '  him to put his money in de house - you know , in de home . Well , this  
lady told her what to  do . 

She told her to go somewhere and ge t  a ,  about , you know , a cup o f  graveyard 
dirt from s ome plac e ,  and get and have some s trands o f  his hair out o f  him , and 
mix it together , and get some more - s ome kinna roots , you know , out de woods .  I 
don ' t zackly [know ] what de name of ' em would b e  but I s een ' em ,  you know , s eein ' 
how she mixed de s tuf f together . Sh e took de graveyard sand and roots and this 
s trand of his hair - she tied it aroun ' de roots s ee ,  put de graveyard sand in a 
li t t le sack . Den she put dat in , you s ee ,  put de s ticks [ roots ] in this b ag too , 
and tied i t  up and wore it in her bosom up here . 

And de  lady told her to get in de tub and face de sun in de mornin ' , you see , 
take a bath and holler and s ing - you know , s ing low to herself .  There wasn ' t  
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any water in i t  - j is t  an emp ty tub . But she was suppos e to do dat ear ly b e for e 
de sunrise rise , for nine mo rnin ' s and burn some kinna lamp behind de door - you 
know , a lamp j is ' like we use . But I don ' t know whether i t ' s true or not . I 
couldn ' t say that [ she didn ' t s ee th is part o f  th e r it e ] . But that was d e  wor ds 
she came back and told us . 

And sh e did it . And th en she ordered o f f  - o f  s6mepin from some firm , Johnson 
C .  Smith , I think i t  is ,  in Racine , Wis cons in , and got s omep in dey cal l  High John 
de Conquer . But she wouldn ' t  let me see that . I couldn ' t tell you zackly wh at 
dat looked like ; she wouldn ' t  let me see i t .  But I re I lly do know from myself 
experience dat he did change . He s tart to bringin ' de money in and sp endin ' it 
in de hous e  j es ' like any other man . [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 61) , 2 57 : 3 . ] 

[ For a doator s inging while making medicine , see margin-t i t le George Jackson . ]  
1032 . Gi t  chew a ole shoe , git a man ' s  sho e ,  an ' git  chew s ome sugah - yo ' 

want fren ' s  yo ' see , sugah makes it sweet fo ' anything . Gi t ch ew some sugah an ' 
sulphur .  [ Sulphur is for prote ct ion . ] Eve ry Thursday in de week , yo ' j es '  
sprinkle dat [mixture ]  in each corner o f  yore house an ' say - a s ong yo '  s ing 
[ she sings ] :  

Jesus invites yo ' heah , 
Angel is linger in ' neah . 
Prayers come f rom hearts s o  deah , 
0 , won ' ch ew come ? 
Almos ' p ersuaded - come - come . 

An '  yore hous e crowd ed lak dat e Ah us ' ta do dat mahself : 
Jesus invites yo ' heah , 
Angel is linger in ' neah . 
Prayers rise from hear ts s o  d eah , 
0 , won ' chew come? 
Almos ' p ersuaded - come - come today . 
Almos ' persuaded , turn not away . 

(I see , that ' s very good [ the singing ] . That will b ring customers  in to buy 
your liquor ? )  

Sho re . [ Florence , S .  C ar . , ( 1 ) , 2 342 . ] 
1033 . S ome o f  ' em , dey take - lak i f  yo '  b een poisoned through a snake or 

worms , yo ' take dat worm an ' y o '  make a stew out of it an ' yo ' git dat o i l  up in 
dat watah . It  get everything in de world dat oil will [ see No . 9 7 8 , p . 3 7 4 ] . Yo ' 

kin take dat oil from dat watah den an ' make a p oultice an ' rub 
LIKE CURES LIKE wit it . Yo ' going spit up dos e things . 

(They take these worms after they come out o f  you? ) 
No , dey don ' t take these worms dat come outa yo ' to make dat grease wi t ;  dey git 
some othah worms . Dey cain ' t git dem worms out chew tuh make de greas e  wit it . 
Dey go an ' git some othah worms an ' make de greas e wit it . Dey make da t poult ice 
an ' dat make dat scent , an ' dat live worm in yo ' ket ch de s c ent from de worm on 
de out side - dey comin ' out . [New Or leans , La . , ( 1558) , 2837 : 11 . ] 

1034 . I had a - suffer with this myself . A lady went and go t s ome - had a 
lizard and took the blood from thi s lizard and th e boil of this lizard [ the water 
in which lizard was boiled ] and took the boil of  this li zard and mixed i t  with 
the b lood . 

(Mixed what with i t ? ) 
O f  the boil - you see , had boiled the li zard low in hot water , and took the 

b lood and put this in s ome whiskey and give to her by nigh t - j es '  like you was 
drinking liquor .  And well , when she drink this liquor he took and had a li zard 
drin [ drained into her ] you might say . And she could feel s omep in runnin ' all 
through her head , j es '  after taking a drink and well ,  when this would happen , 
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she ' d j es '  get up and holler and she said somepin was runnin ' all through her 
head . And th is action was kep t up f or ab out - kep t up for almos t s ix months 
b e fore they went to th is - to my g rand-daddy to s e e  what was the mat t er with 
her . And s o , well , they paid out a b i g  doctor b i ll and the doctor couldn ' t -
the more med icine they g ave her , she j us t  ab ou t go crazy . 

39 5 

Well , he [grand-daddY ] told h er what to do . He told her to actually take to 
go g e t  a li zard and a s  many as she could and get the b lood from thos e li zard s and 
put s ome turpent ine in and t ake s ome turpent ine and s alts - Eps om salts and dr ink 
this - a ctua lly drink i t , and that s tuf f would run this out o f  her system . She 
a c tual ly done that and she got all r ight .  

( She had to drink s ome of tha t li zard b lood for that ? )  
She had t o  take tha t  in ord er to g e t  r id o f  i t  - t o  run it out o f  sys tem . 

[ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 4 4 ) , 10 6 5 : 2 . ] 
1035 . De mockin ' b ird aig - ah h eard dat d ey take de 

MAGI C OF THE OPPO S I TE 
ma ckin ' b ird aig an ' g ive i t  to anyb ody dat can ' t  talk 
p la in . 
(What wi ll th at do ? )  

b ird is a g reat talker 
Say dat will make ' em t alk p lain [because the mo cking 

and as a mocker talks p lainly ] . [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . ,  ( 13 7 8 ) , 
2 4 4 8 : 1 6 . ] 

10 36 . I f  y o ' f ind dat any th ing occurs ,  yo ' walk b a ckwards thr ee or f o ' s teps ,  
b ackwards de same as yo ' go f arwards an ' yo ' walk ovah i t , an ' y o ' cut de ext ent s 

BACKWARDS 
of i t  by walkin ' ovah i t , y o ' know . Why aft ah yo ' walk b ackwards 
three or f o ' s t ep s  an ' then go b ack th e s ame way three or fo ' s t ep s  
an ' g o  o n  ovah it - d a t  cuts d e  extents o f  i t , dere n o  troub le i n  i t . 

(You do th at in cas e there is any harm in it - to protect your s e l f  from i t ? ) 
Yes . [ Faye t tevi lle , N .  Car . ,  ( 1408) , 2 4 30 : 1 6 . ]  
10 3 7 . I f  a p er s on have d id s omepin tuh yo ' an ' yo ' wanta try tuh git it of f 

yo ' , yo ' come out ev ery mawnin ' a l i t t l e  b ef o ' de sunr is e an ' yo ' make nine 
s t eps b ackwards in de b ackyard - make nine s t ep s  backwards fa ' nin e  mawnin ' s  
an '  dey tell me dat will g i t  o f f  dem o Jes ' lak if yo ' have a spell - yo ' havin ' 
a s p e l l  an ' i f  ah c ould g i t  up nine mawnin ' s  ' f o re dat spell come on an ' walk 
b ackwards nine mawnin ' s - make nine s teps b ackwards an ' f orwards , dey tell me 
dat ' s  gon ' a  leave me . [ B runswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 188) , 2006 : 9 . ]  

10 38 . [ T o  fool the s p ir i t  by d i s guis ing a fami liar ob j ec t  is a wel l-known 
r i t e : ] 

They paint ed 
p er s on rec en t ly 

RITE OF D I S GUIS E 

out s id e  of the door and that will keep them [ the s p i r i t  of a 
d ead ] away . Mos t peopl e u s e  wh i t e . Well , af t er my mo ther died , 

my s is ter had a li t t le b aby tha t was ten months o ld . He was 
j us t  beginn ing to talk . I walked when I was nine month s old . 
And this baby o f  c our s e  knew my mother . He was always with 

her b e c ause she was s i ck .  He alway s cal led her , I IMama . 1 I And a f t er sh e died , my 
s i s t er was ho lding th is baby one n igh t and he waved his h and and cal led , I lMama . " 
He looked up and s aid , "Mama , 1I and waved h is hand at her . Th en my s i s t er go t 
frigh t ened . And she said , "Do you s ee mama ? "  And h e  s aid , I IY es . "  And she s aid , 
"How does mama look? ' And he s aid , "Mama looks p r e t ty . "  S o  a f ter awhi le he 
wav ed , "Bye-bye , mama . "  And then my s i s t er s ay , "What was mama do ing ? "  He s aid , 
"Mama , hum , hum" - s ang l ike that . And every nigh t  a t  the s ame t ime he would see 
moth er . So that was the time the p eop le told my s i s ter to put s ome paint there . 
Yes , sh e p aint ed the door . She h ated to do it . And he didn ' t  s e e  her any more . 
I think it was a s ign my fa ther was g oing to die s oon , for he only lived three 
mon th s  a f t er . [ The spirit unab le to recogni ze repain ted doo r never re turned . ]  
[New York City , ( 1 ) , E d . ; Wilming ton , N .  Car . , 1 9 30 . ] 
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10 3 9 . I heard t el l  o f  a woman was taken s i ck and de doctor came . De doc tor 
couldn ' t do her no g ood . Sh e s ent and got a high fe l lah , a hoodoo doctor . [ He 

I F  EVILDOER DIES 
SP ELL INCURABLE 

is also called high man , b o th names b e ing confined to parts o f  
the Eas t ern Sho re o f  Mary land - s e e  Index . ] S o  when de f e l lah 
came he say he coul dn ' t do h er no goo d .  He say , "De par ty dat 
put dis spell on you is dead , bu� if dey was livin ' I could 

turn it b ack on him and get chew well . "  S o  j us t  b efore this woman d i ed , why she 
gagged up al l tho s e  frogs and things . 

[ I  sugg es t high fe l lah e i ther he h eard the woman could no t re cover or one 
look at her was enough to make h im de cline the cas e by quoting thi s  common 
b e li e f . Who said a spell had b een put on th e woman and th e sp e l l-cas ter was 
d ead ? He did ! Who c ould prove the cont rary ? ] [ S now Hill , Md . ,  ( 9 7) , 1 3 : 4 ;  
at nearby Gi rdle tree , Md . , 19 3 1 . ] 

1040 . I have a cousin , f i rs t  cous in of mine , she was hurt . A spell was put 
on to her ab out fi f t een- twenty ye ars ago and she never got ten over it a t  all 
b ecause th e man di ed that did i t . He put s corpions and li z ards in her and dey 
b other h er now . They say they was put on her in through candy . 

[ The p receding b e l i e f  is known everywhere (see Doctor in I nd ex) . I t  sh ows the 
hopelessness of me di ca l  practice in hoodoo and wi tch c raft ; y ou can never be sure 
wh ether p er son cas ting the spell is alive or dead , his iden t i ty b eing unknown . ] 
[Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 5 6 ) , 2 5 2 : 2 . ] 

10 4 1 . Some p eop le be wi s e  enough for to b r ing ' em [ live snakes ] from ' urn .  
(We l l , how could th ey g e t  thos e out of them? ) 

SPELLCASTER MUST CURE SPELL 
Well , if ah ' m  de one dat put ' em in dere , no one 
kin ge t ' em  ou t but me . And i f  I gets ' em out , 
I ' ll never b e  ab le to do no mo re . 

(You ' ll neve r b e  ab le to do i t  again? ) 
No - ugh-awh . I f  I do my wo rk fer you , den turn aroun ' and do i t  agains t you ,  

I ' l l never b e  ab le t o  do i t  anymo re . 
[ I f  thi s  i s  the Hippocra t i c  oath o f  hoodoo-conj urat ion-wi t ch cra ft-rootwork , I 

h eard li t t le about i t . ]  
( That same thing anymo re - you ' ll never be ab le to do i t  again? ) 
No , won ' t do any thing - my hand be b roke altogether , tha t ' s the one th at is to 

take it o f f . 
(He mus t t ake i t  of f but i f  he does take i t  o f f , all his p ower is gone ? ) 
All h i s  power is gone . And then i f  he dies in the t ime , you ' ll never b e  cured 

and no one els e  c an git it off you . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 4 3 1 ) . 38 7 : 7 . ] 

SP ELLCASTER UNABLE TO CURE SPELL 
104 2 . Like I g o t  to h im to g e t  s omething t o  
hurt j Oo ,  why if y ou go to that s ame man to 
have i t  take o f f , why he can ' t take it o f f , 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 14) , 12 0 : 1 2 ;  P inewood , you ' ll have to go to ano ther man . 

S . Car . ] 
104 3 . Th ey us e snai ls j es ' like they us e  wood li ce to hurt p eop le . Now you 

take , you g et a snail , a wood l i ce and you take those thing s and cook ' em ti l l  
they ' re j es '  all t o  p i e ce s . You p u t  ' em in s omep in and j es '  rub ' em  up , you 

TURNING BACK SPELL 
know , through a cloth t i l l  they ' re j es '  mush . Then you pu t 
' em  in s ome rainwater , j es '  a small amount o f  rainwa ter and 
let it set there t i l l  - you know ra inwater - th os e things 

will come when it s e t s  the re long enough . Then y ou t ake th at s tu f f  and s t rain it 
out and put it in either milk or whiskey and that ' ll make that pe rs on - th ey ' re 
supp os ed t o  a f t er a period o f  t ime that s cales will come in [ on ]  their haid and 
they s cratch i t and thos e s ca les b e com e lit t le l ive things , e ither wood li ce or 
l i t t l e  min ' ature snails . [See Live Things in You , p . 22 7 ; a lso Index . ] They ' re 
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so  small you can ' t tell what they look like but you can dis cern the li ttle shell 
on their back . They come right out of  the skin , j us t  firs t s t ar t  like tet ter . 
I t ' ll itch and as you s cratch i t  and people are suppos ed to have wood lice or 
snai ls like that in their haid the way they do that . 

You can turn the spell right back on them and th ey ' ll automat ically leave . 
(Well , how would you turn the spell back on them? ) 
Well , j us t  get someb ody else to do the same th ing to  them they did to you . 

Cook those snails up and give them to him in a drink and when the snai ls come in 
his head they disappear out of your head . [See Like Cures Like , p . 39 4 . ] 

That ' s  why they say you can ' t cure a person that ' s  hoodooed i f  the person that 
hoodooed them i s  dead . There never is no cure for them but as long as the person 
is alive it can be reversed . [ For turning b ack spell , see pp . 3 3 3-3 34 and Index . 1 
[Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 15 7 7 : 7 ; "woman from Shr evep ort , La . , profes s ional . " ]  

1044 . My own laig was pizen onces t ,  an ' dey had my laig pisened in a way dat 
I couldn ' t  us e i t , see . And I went in a graveyard and I axt a fellah wat died 
and ah pay him a lit tle b i t , and I got  dis s ame woman dat fix my laig up , pizened 
it . And I went to de s ame woman and she died , s ee .  I got a piece of her dress -
under pieces l ike and I went and got s ome of  dat same [ dirt ] and I washed my laig 
in de water and that heal my laig up . 

(You got some dirt from one grave . )  
From one grave - a fellah wat d ied , and I paid him to us e some of that dirt , 

s ee - and de lady wat dies , wat had my laig fixed ,  and I went and got a piece of 
de dr es s b efo ' she died , see , and I got de cloth and put ' em  in dat water - in 
dat wat er wi th de graveyard dirt , unders tand , and I washed my laig in dat water 
ab out four or five times understand , and den my laig was wel l .  [ Charles ton , S .  
Car . , ( ? ) , 645 : 9 . 1 

10 45 . [Any article a doctor prepares f or his pat ient is dres sed - prep ared 
magically , b ecause the doctor hims elf is  a person wi th magi c . See Dressing in 

Index . ] 
DRESSING I heard one day that a man had tri cked ' im .  This o ther man told ' im , 

he said , I IWell , 1 I he says , l Iyou tricked me but , "  he s ay ,  "I ' ll tum it 
back on you . 1 I An '  [he goes to a root doctor ] . He [ doctor ] s ays , l Iyou take this 
[dressed] nail and go to  a tree on the sundoum side an , "  he s aid , "you driv that 
nai l right into th e tree in s even licks [blows o f  the hannner ] an ' , "  he said , 
"tomorrow be fore twelve o ' clock he ' ll be  here where ' s  he a-p lowin ' an ' . " An ' he 
s aid he done it . An '  he said j is '  ab out three o ' clock , he said ,  he wus plowin ' 
in the field . He s aid he s aw de man comin ' han ' [ hand ] on his h ead - looked like 
it  [his head ] about to  run ' im crazy . [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 309 ) , 2 35 : 7+85 . ]  

1046 . He would go an ' turn i t  [ headboard o f  grave ] b ack s traight an ' then put 
a cross on de - in de center of de grave an '  take some of de dirt from de feet -
d e  first fellah take it  from d e  haid an ' he [ second fellah ] take i t  from de feet , 

an ' cause de dir t dat he [ fir s t  f ellah 1  put to cause confus ion - th is 
OVERDRESS dirt [by s econd fellah ] would b ring ab out p eace . 

(What would he do with this dirt after he got  i t  - th is fellow who 
was going to cause peace - what would he do with that d ir t  then? ) 

He s aid he would take it  an ' overdress de s ame home - j is t  1ak the othah 
fellah dress i t  yo ' know t o  bring ab out confus ion , he would take his an ' dress 
it ovah an ' it would b r ing ab out peace . 

(He j ust  did the oppos i t e  to the o ther fellow? He changed the headboard - he 
s imp ly goes there [ to the grave ] and revers es them [ everything ] . ) 

Yessuh - ah ' ve heard dat . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1381) , 2451 : 10 . ] 
1047 . Der e was once a young lady she was very much in love - ah mean she 

wasn ' t  so very much in love with the young man she was goihg with but she loved 
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h im ,  yo' know , the kind o f  love tha t  chew kin break o f f  when yo' g i t  ready for 
i t . Bu t immedia t ely de young man gave her a Chr i s tmas p r e s ent wh ich wa s a wa t ch , 
and immediat ely a f t er she r eceived the wa t ch - ab out a couple o f  weeks , she fell 
mad ly in love wi th the young fel lah . Well , she quit him on e whi le [ had quit him 
once ] and was go ing with ano ther young man , and de young man dat she was go ing 
wi th b efore immedia t e ly br oke o ff from her but she d idn ' t know the rea s on why . 
Well , she went to a pa lmis t and de palmis t t o le h er that the per s on tha t g ave her 
d e  wa t ch had de wa t ch dressed and tha t as long as she ' d  wear t he wa tch , she would 
be mad ly in love w i th him .  

[ Ther e i s  an interrup t ion her e - p robab ly a knock o n  the do o r . Before turning 
on machine aga in I eviden t ly a s k ,  "White o r  colored ? " ]  

A c o lored palmis t .  
(All right , go ahead . )  
This c o lo red pa lmist t o ld her tha t he could fix this wa t ch in s uch a manner 

that she would thr ow o f f  de love she h ad fo ' d is yo ung fellah . And so he did . 
Ah don' t know d e fini t ely whut he [ p almis t ]  done to d e  wa t ch but h e  d id fix it s o . 
[ S t .  P e t er sburg , Fla . , ( 100 5 ) , 1 6 20 : 8 . ] 

1048 . I t  wa s a nachur' l doll . They seem to think i t  was . And they h ad this 
do L L  baby fixed. And she wen t away to her mo ther ' s  home and when she c ame back , 

WRONG REMEDY 
DOLL BABY BOOBY T RAP  

d e  do Z L  baby wa s i n  h e r  door when s h e  opened d e  d o o r  and 
she wouldn ' t put her hand on d e  doll . And th ey had this 
do ll fixed for her and she took de do ll and swep t  de dol l  
in de f iah . And af tah sh e ' d  swep t de d o ll in de f iah , 

three weeks af tah that , she g o t  b urned up . She b urned de do l l  up . And th ey had 
de doll fixed so if she burned d e  d o l l  up , then three weeks af tah tha t she caught 
a f ir e  and she burned up . [ Fo r  an ama z ing examp le of vic t im fixed to burn to 
death , see s to ry und er mar g in- t it l e  Doctor Harr i s . ] 

(Wha t should she have done wi th the doll ? ) 
Th ey said she ought t o  throw him away or g e t  someone , you s ee , tha t und e r s t and 

tha t [ kind o f work] to take it up f rom there , and she don' t have nu th in to d o  
with i t  - j is '  have it tooken away , j is ' l ike they does now , any thing that they 
t ake [ and put down ]  and have any thing [ like tha t ] t aken away . [ For do L Z  baby , 
see f o llowing s tory , a Lso No . 1 9 7 , p . 54 ,  and Ind ex . ] [ Wilming t on , N .  Car . , 
( 19 3 ) , 9 8 : 1+85 . ]  

1049 .  Well , I kin make a l i t t l e  baby - accord in ' who g o t  a s i cknes s ,  go t any 
kind of d i s ease , and how many t imes I have i t . 

CORRECT REMEDY 
DOLL BABY BOOBY TRAP 

(You wha t ? )  
I make a l it t le do L L  baby , pur t ty it wi th all kind s o f  
ribbons , you know , and I can - i f  I g o t  any' kind o f  
diseas e , j us t  how many t imes I had i t  - and I make a kno t  

i n  ther e so many t imes . I f  I had i t  thr ee or four t imes , I makes [ three o r ]  four 
kno t s  in that p iece o f  ribb on and I t i e  tha t baby and I g o  and I drop i t . The 
one that p i cks it up is the one tha t  g e t s  tha t - it b e' s o f f  of me , I won ' t have 
it no mor e . 

( I  see . Well now , firs t yo u do s omething e ls e . You have a disease , you say ? )  
I f  I had it , yes . 
(Then wha t do you do ? )  

Wind the d i s ease on the d o l l . 
(You take the p iece of r ibbon ? ) 
Take the p iece of ribb on - g e t  me - make a purt ty l i t t l e  do ll - make it like 

a s aint - nobody will no t ic e  it caus e it ' s  pur t t y , and I g e t  t h i s  p ink r ibb on and 
I t ie it in a knot j us t how many t imes I had the d i seas e ,  you s ee .  ,/--

(Every t ime you had it . You tie a kno t  f o r  each t ime you had the dis ease? ) 
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Ye s .  Uh-huh . Tie them and p u t  it o n  that d o l l  - i t  g o  o f f  me . Go o f f  and 
leave it drop - it d on ' t look l ike you drop i t , j us t  l e t  i t down in the s treet 
on the s idewa lk anywh er e .  

( I  s ee . ) 
And one p erson will p ick i t  up . Wh en th ey p i ck i t  up , well they g e t s  tha t -

i t  o f f  on you th en , no mo re f o r yo u .  [New Or leans , La . , ( 87 7 ) , 1442 : 2 . ] 
1 0 5 0 . A man , j u s t  go in ' ar ound s e lling d i f f ' rent med i c ines and th ing s l ike 

that , and h e ' d  work on these p eople wh ere they j us t  b elieved thos e  t h ings . He 
say mo s t ly de troub le with tho s e  p eo p l e  - you ke t ch de maj ority 

GREATEST REMEDY o f  ' em now , he d idn ' t say a l l  - say in d e  maj o r i ty you ket ch 
' em and they need a cleaning ou t . He s ay , "What I ' d do , "  say , 

" I ' ll b uy two or thr e e  pound s of Ep som s a l t s . "  [ L axa t ive or alcoho l i s  the 
pr inc ipal ing red ient o f  many ho odo o med i c ines - see Ind ex . ] [ Ri chmond , Va . , 
( 3 3 8 ) , 4 6 0 : 1 . ] 

10 5 1 . Yo ' u s e  a dime to keep anybody f r om poisonin ' yo ' .  Yo ' t ake dat d ime 
an ' a new f i l e  - yo ' take a new f i l e  an ' ten cen t s  an ' f i le i t int o a g la s s . Den 

yo ' put in to tha t about two good mou thfuls o f  sweet milk an ' 
SEVEN-YEAR REMEDY yo ' dr ink it down . Da t cur e s  f o ' s even yeahs - dat nobody 

c an ' t hurt chew f o ' seven yeahs . Yo ' kin s t ep ovah anything 
yo ' wanta , ea t en any th in , yo ' wanta , an '  dat s ilver wi l l  turn it . Dat ah ' ve 
proven out dat , caus e ah h ad a unc le da t h ad ea ten somep in . 

[ Could th is remedy de rive f rom the b e li e f  that , " The ent ire comp o s i t ion o f  the 
b o dy chang es every s even years ? "  FACI , 1s t ed . , No . 285 5 , p . 1 3 9 ; 2 ed . , No . 3 5 3 4 ,  
p . 1 5 9 . ] [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 4 3 ) , 2 3 2 7 : 6 . ] 

105 2 . [ Th is s tory could have gone und e r  marg in- t i t l e  Whipping ,  p . 388 , b ut I 
fo und i t  too lat e to inc lude in the closed t ex t . Be s ide s , the h i t t ing here is a 
l i t t le d if ferent from the whipp ing there - the doctor doe s the kno cking . ] 

She marr ied a man - s ome roo t vorkah maked ' em [or make d em ]  
HITTING REME DY mar ry . An '  a f tah d ey marr ied , d e  voman had b e en [ become s ick ] , 

take pain in ' uh s ide an ' dey had to care ' uh to a root vorkah . 
An ' vhen s h e  va1ked in d is root vorkah s ay , "Ah don ' t put ' em toge thah" - you 
know , put ' em toge thah an ' make ' em marry . An '  vhen d e  voman va1k in de r oom he 
s ay - h e  look in de voman eye an ' ast ' uh vhy d id s he marry dis man . She say , 
" I  mare ' im cus i t  vus love . " He say , "No , i t  vusn ' t  no love ; it vus a hand put 
on yah to make yah mare d i s  man . 1 t An ' de voman had a pain in ' uh s ide . Sh e 
couldn ' t ,  you know , ha l f  va1k . [ Word woman i s  also h eard as ' uman . ] 

An ' he t ell a l l  to go out de r o om .  J i s ' d e  voman an ' d i s  roo t doctah vus in 
de room . An '  a f tah d a t  he make d e  voman s tand up . De voman couldn ' t  har ' ly va1k 
vhen she vent [ t o the doctor] . An '  h e  v en t  ou t in ano thah room an ' came back vit 
med i c ine , an ' h e  p o ' d  s ome up in d e  t o p  huh haid . An '  he kno ck ' uh t ' r ee t ime on 
' uh haid vi t  ' is f is ' an ' evah t ime he kno ck huh he j i s ' shut ' i s eyes 1ak dat 
an ' j is ' b low .  An ' a f tah do in , 1ak dat he t e ll ' uh to s t raigh t en up . An '  de 
voman s t raigh t en up . An '  vhen she s traigh t en up j is '  lak dat , h e  kno ck ' uh t ' ree 
t ime in de b ack - fus t [ t ime ] h e  kno ck ' uh in de hai d .  An ' aftah dat he t ell de 
voman , he s ay , "Now , y o ' va1k . Don ' t va 1k s c ared , 1 t he sayes , "yo ' j i s ' p ick up 
yo ' f ee t  - j oo kin va1k . "  An '  d e  voman could va1k good j is '  1ak she vusn ' t  s i ck .  
An '  h e  t e l l  ' ub  t o  va1k on o u t  in de po ' ch [ p o r ch ]  an ' come b a ck . [ Sh e  did . ] 

An '  h e  t e l l s  ' ub  t o  lay down . He had a tong chair in de room an ' he tell ' uh 
to lay down in de chair . An '  she , you know , lai d  down in de ch air . An '  he tell 
de voman t o  g e t  up an ' go on [ home] but no t in bar e foo t - she vus [ had b een ] 
verkin ' aroun ' in b are foo t .  [ Th i s  medicat advice was to pro t e c t  her agains t 
spr inkled o r  bur ied cunjuration , no t agains t hookwo rm . ] An ' h� tell ' uh ,  he says 
d at vus dis husb an ' . He s ay t uh husban ' had cons u l t  a root vorkah f er to put ' em  
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toge thah , j is ' cus dey [cunjures ] had powah ' nuff  to put ' em togethah . Oat vus a 
woman cunjure [ who put them toge ther ] . An '  de woman vent back home bettah an ' 
nevah did b een sick no mo re vit pains in ' ub  side . 

[ Long chair is the only time I heard this exp res s ion . S ince the informant 
surely knew the wo rds couch and sofa , I am guess ing the long chair was some type 
o f  deck chair - perhaps a Mo rris chair which has a bar and s lo t s  so that th e back 
o f  the chair can be  lower ed o r raised . ]  [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 190 ) , 9 2 : 6+8 5 . ]  

105 3 .  Dey came heah an ' dey try tuh harm yo ' . Well , it  ain ' t but the one 
thing ' b out da t now fur as ah know . I f  dey kin go an ' do that  - now these things 
seem s imp le but i t ' s  this - red peppah an ' saltpeter an ' sulphur . An ' yo ' fix 

BLOWING 
them th ing s all together an ' dat ' s  j es t  if yo ' - j es t lak if dey wr ite 
dat le ttah yo ' know . Yo ' cut chew some litt le small papahs in pieces 
an ' yo ' put so much in there , much as yo ' would think that ough t to be 

ho ld in yore mouth , j es '  as d� sun rise . An '  when de sun rise ,  yo ' see , yo ' g i t  
out an ' yo '  s ay that - an ' yo ' say , " Father , Son an '  Ho ly Ghos t . "  Den yo ' b low 
dat out chure mouth - dat papah , but chew ho le de papah in dat direct ion . An ' 
when yo ' b low it out , yo ' let hit know yo ' f igh t in ' fo ' me because ah have tr ied 
to mi streat yo ' .  An '  yo ' b l� tha t [0 ' me . Well , de same thing ah had intend 
tuh come to yo ' ,  it comin ' back to me . 

(Well , what kind o f  paper did yo u put that on? ) 
Any kind papah , j es t  long as i t  papah , b ut we mos t ly us es b rown papah . 
( In o ther words if I wri te you a letter and you think I am trying to harm you ,  

you take this s tuff  [ red pepper , sulphur , saltpeter ] and put i t  in a brown paper 
and b low it toward the sunris e . ) [ Then the paper is  chewed or  torn and b lown . ] 

Oat ' s  correct .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1382) , 2456 : 3 . ]  
1054 . Really , de fac ' ' bout i t  suh , yo ' kin take a p i ece of new c loth an ' yo ' 

kin put it into a g lass of watah an ' let it wet good - dat is  soak good an ' den 

BREATH BLOWN THREE TIMES 
open it  out . Yo ' kin take a penny an ' put  on dat  new 
cloth an ' b low yore breath through it thr ee times -
dat is a penny . Sew it up an ' put it roun ' yore neck 

or anywheres roun ' yo re wais t , an '  dere ' s  no harm dat dey kin do to yo ' .  
(They can ' t  put anything down for you to walk over or any thing of  that sor t ? ) 
No t a bit  in de world . [ For penny in cures , see next subsection and Index . ] 

[ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 6 ) , 2170 : 2 . ] 
1055 . Dey always tole me ,  that chew g i t  up in the mawnin ' on Friday mawnin ' 

an ' blow yo re house out - whut call blowin ' yore house out - git  up in de mawnin ' 

BLOW YORE HOUSE OUT 
an ' put sulphur in da t corner , sulphur in dat corner an ' 
sulphur in de  fo ' corner s of  your house . See , da t blowin ' 
yore hous e  out . Take de sulphur an ' put it in a little 

somep in an ' blow it  tuh death . Say dat makes yore hous e  lucky . 
(They call that bZowing out your house .  Af ter they put the sulphur in the 

four corner s ? ) 
I f  dey put sulphur in de fo ' corners o f  dey house ,  den dey takes somep in in 

dey han ' an ' blow it al l ovah de house 1ak dat e Den take dat in de corner s an ' 
burn it . 

(You burn that in the corner s ? ) 
Yessuh , burn dat right in de corners . S ee , dat b lows yo re hous e out . 

[ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1511) , 2678 : 15 . ] 
1056 . Jus t like if you was poisoned , they use blues tone [ =  blue 

CUPPING v itr iol ] . 
( I  see . How do they do that? ) 

They make a pill out of it . Jus t like somebody poison you , you know , you kin 
get - people kin get snakes , you know and put in you .  Well ,  they take a snake , 
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you know , and put a hole through him but they don ' t  kill him . They put him into 
a f irep lace or some place and build a fire somewhere and make a dry p lace for 
him - j us t  l ike you going to dry some thing out , you s ee ,  and they ' ll dry him and 
let him dry t ill he b e  a powder like , you know . Well , when he comes to be a 
powd er , why he ' ll pound that all up , you know . He ' s goin ' to poison somebody 
then , you know . Well he take that then and spr inkle it in some wa ter , or lessen 
wher esomever you drink at , or put it into your d ipper or your cup or 'some thing 
of the kind where you drink cof fee or something o f the kind . And that wi ll come 
to be a living snake in you again . You see , in a length of t ime you ' ll - that ' ll 
kill you , you wi ll b e  full o f  snakes . 

Course , you kin take - you kin take then and if  you go to the hoodoo doatop -
well , de hoodoo doatops - I ' ve knowed people that had them things in ' em . Hoodoo 
doatop will give him a cer tain amount o f  bluestone . Th ey take i t  in a pill but 
he will put i t  in a piece of tissue paper or something so i t  won ' t  strike your 
t eeth or nuthin of the kind . You hold your head back and drap that in your 
throat ,  and in about four or f ive hours t ime , why then he ' ll g ive you a dose of 
na tch ' l  gr ease - grease what you cook with , about a half o f  a cupful behind tha t . 
Well , in about - well , I reckon in about six or s even hours ,  why he will g ive you 
another one of thos e  p ills . Well , that  cur e you firs t and las t  - he kin cure you 
with that , of that snake . 

I f  he ' s  alive - if he ' s  alive , he ' ll take him . 
Then [ if snake is dead ]  he has something or other mad e like a cup , and he ' ll 

put it on you and cup you and draw that - draw that poison and s tuff all out -
you ' d run i t  [ r emains o f  dead snake] i n  one p lace and draw it all out . 

(What did h e  do  with the snake then [ by cupp ing ] ? )  
The snake b e  dead - i t  going away [ by cupp ing ] . [ This i s  my only examp le o f  

cupp ing ; I have none for the use o f  a leech . ]  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 1039 : 6 . ] 
1 057 . I t  shore a s ign o f  bad luck , if yo ' goin ' some p lac e an ' der e ' s  some 

r eason fo ' yo ' tuh turn roun ' . Why if yo ' d on ' t [ do ]  make a cros s-mark an ' sp it 
in i t , why dere ' s  nuthin to i t . 

An '  then too , der e ' s  anothah supers tition among men dat if yo ' urinate 
SPITTING an ' don ' t spit  in it - ah learned da t from ch ildhood , ah can ' t help 

but take dat f orward when unwi t t ing ly I will do - ah learned dat from 
ch ildhood an ' ah will do i t . But somebody kin do somethin ' tuh o f fs e t  chew , yo ' 
unders tan ' , if yo ' don ' t  do dat a 

(To harm you? ) 
Yes , to harm yo ' .  
(Where did you live during your ch ildhood? Where did you hear that ? )  
Ah wus b orn in Fa ir f ield County , Winnsboro [ county s eat ] , South Ca ' lina , ' bout 

three mi les from de vi llage proper . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1374) , 2436 : 8 . ] 
1058 . [ The preceding informant ' s  wor ds somebody kin do some thin ' tuh offse t 

ahew . . .  if yo ' don ' t do that are proved true in the following two ri tes . ]  
Well , yo ' take a man ' s  wa tah an ' yo ' put it  into a bottle  - ket ch i t . Don ' t  

chew pee in i t , leave him only pee dere hisself . An ' when he pees yo ' take i t  in 
a small bo ttle . Yo ' don ' t have tuh have a b i g  one , but see d at he don ' t spi t  in 
i t  or nuthin lak da t a  An I yo ' take that pee an ' yo ' put it  in a bottle . Well , 
yo ' buries that right by yor e s t ep s . That brings him home . [ This is a bottle 
hand - see sub section Hands - used in love r i t es . ]  

(That brings him home . Keep s h im home? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
(Why wouldn ' t  you get i t , if he sp it into this ? ) 
De spi t  supposed tuh not - migh t b e  killin ' ou tfit  whut he could do . Yo ' s ee 

whut ah 'm  speakin ' o f ?  
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(That kills the power . )  
Now a woman when she co uld do dat - she ' s  tuh watch an ' s ee if he doe s  dat , 

but ket ch him when he wouldn ' t do dat - yo ' see , 1ak a man would make watah an '  
he would spit in i t . 

Den yo ' kin take a man ' s  wa tah an ' put nine needles an ' nine pins in it , yo ' 
s ee , into this wa tah an ' bury i t  anywhere ups ide  down an ' he won ' t pee any mo ' . 
Dat wil l  kill him . [ Retention o f  urine , perhaps mos t  uro logi cal troub le , is  
caus ed by hoodoo . )  [New Or leans , La . , (1568)  2 8 7 8 : 9 . ) 

1059 . Dey t ell me you kin take a bo ttle - lis ten good now - take a bo tt le 
with your husband ' s  chamber Zye . Jus t don ' t let him spi t  in i t  - j us t  like h e  
p a s s  d e  wa ter , don ' t l e t  him spi t  i n  dere , s ee .  And you take a piece of de 
underc lo thes - p iece of his underclothes and you take one piece of  his stocking 
from heel side , one p iece o f f  de middl e ,  one piece to the bottom s ee , and den put 
them three in it and then you gets s ix needles - gold-eye needles and this - some 
kind o f o ld- time cologne dey call - s ome kind of old-t ime cologne dey cal l - it ' s  
real sweet cologne . 

(Heart ' s  Co Zogne ? )  [ Informan t could no t  rememb er . I had to suggest  a name to 
get along with the s tory . ) 

I ' ll say .  Get dis Heart ' s  Co Zogne and dey put dat in dere and then th ey put 
s ix needles , and they put s ix new needles - gold-eye needles s ee , and you put -
then you take it and bury dat late at night . And den dey put ' em down at de head 
of yer s tep like dat and when you put ' em  down you say , "You son-o f-b itch , I want 
you to come b ack • • • •  " 

(The head of  the bottle is ups ide down . There is a cork in it though ? )  
Yas suh , cork in der e  too - air t ight . Nobody - no thing can get into it . And 

say , "You s on-o f-a-b itch , I want you to come . "  And he won ' t  have no nature for 
no o ther woman , j us t  have to come back to you . [ While checking t rans crip tion 
again s t  recording I made a note " lowland dialec t , " meaning that the trans crip tion 
is approximate . )  [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 7 ) , 5 39 : 3 . ) 

1060 . This wait er , he was s ick , he was cunjured right , poisone d t o  death , he 
couldn ' t  walk , and I made it my work and took it  off . I j us t  got some red oak 

bark and boiled i t and made a liquid , and went ther e and washed 
SCATOLOGIC RITE him good , I washed his f eet , and put it  down in the [ outdoor s ]  

toilet and made a wish . [ For an unusual  examp le of scatology , 
one o f  the remarkable s tories in this book , see No . 822 , p . 284 ; for " into pr ivy" 
r it e s  among persons of German descent , see FA CI , 2ed . , No s . 16488 , p . 905 and 
1 6 260 , p . 85 5 . ]  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (80) , Ed . ; informant a small-time doctor 
his d ead father cons idered a f irs t-clas s one . ] 

1061 . Take some b lack peppah , salt  an ' sulphur an '  mix it  together , an ' if 
they comes about chure hous e to harm yo ' - come in , yo ' know - sprinkle i t  on de 

f loor an '  sweep it . An '  when dey come in an ' go out , sweep de  who le 
thing out an '  that will s top dem from comin ' dere an ' cut off  dere 

SWEEPING pr osperity towards hur t in '  yo ' .  [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1129 ) , 1834 : 2 . ] 
106 2 . Well , this happened ab out five years ago [ 19 31 ] . I had a boy 
friend and he me t another lady down at his , Someone ' s  hous e ,  her e in 

Fredr icksburg . Somebody to ld me he was down ther e s o  I went down there . I r ang 
the doorbell  and the o ld lady ' s  daughter came to the door . She says , "Mama , 
here ' s  Mrs . Smi th . "  So the o ld lady came to the door with a b room and commenced 
sweeping all around . I knowed my mother done that s ame thing too . So I went on 
in and I say , "Where ' s  So-and- So ? "  She said , " I  haven ' t  seen him . "  By tha t t ime 
he came walking down the s tairs . I haven ' t been to that house s ince . Whether 
that b room kept me out of there I don ' t  know . My mind j us t  don ' t  lead; me there . 
[ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 7 6 ) , Ed . ]  / 
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1063 . Wel l , tuh prevent dis now , yo ' go tuh work - when yo '  git up de first 
thing yo' should do when yo' git up , git chew a broom an ' sweep . Sweep 'fore yo ' 
walk around any p lace on yore po r ch ,  front po ' ch ,  an ' always sweep in front of  
�, see . An ' aftah yo '  sweep , yo ' go back an '  git chew some sugah an ' yo' throw 
that in front of yo ' .  See . An '  yo ' kin wa lk on out any p lace yo' wanta go an' 
nuthin wi ll harm yo' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2814 : 1 . ] 

1064 . Jest 1ak if anybody hangin ' round yore p lace an ' yo ' don' t  wanta be 
bothered wit h ' em  an ' yo' don' t wanta tell dem ' caus e  yo '  don ' t  know whut dey 
know . Yo ' j est take de broom whut chew sweep wit - take de stick broom an ' j es t  
throw three hands of tab le salt behin ' dem an ' take dat s tick broom whut chew 
sweep wit , dat salt , goes to de do ' an ' j est turns de broom up , an ' dey �on ' t  b e  
botherin' round yo' no mo ' .  

(You mean turn the broom up ? The brush part up af ter you f inish sweep ing? ) 
Shore, that ' s  right . [Waycross , Ga . , (1118) , 1 7 9 6 : 7 . ] 
1065 . Sweep yo ' house out backward for nine mornings , that will keep him out . 
(Keep what out ?)  
Keep de ghost , the dead spirit . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 53) , 69 1 : 6 . ] 
1066 . I f  yo ' has a enemy an ' he always giving yo ' troub le ,  any morning yo' 

git up - nine mornings - if he lives - whichever direction he lives at chure 
house - from yore hou se - whichever direction he lives . why yo' ll  git up every 
morning fo' nine mornings an ' sweep . Never carry yore broom back nowhere an' 
j est sweep . Everything yo' got to p ick i t  up , j es t  sweep an ' sweep it clear 
for nine long strokes. [ Demons trates . ]  

(Nine long s trokes . They are forward and you don ' t  bring them back at all . ) 
[Never sweep back and forth . ] 
Jest bring de broom back , when yo' bring it back , sweep it [li f t  broom]  clear 

[ of f loor] . Give it nine strokes - nine long s trokes [ sweeping strokes forward ]  
an' nine short strokes [ non-sweeping s trokes backward ]  for nine mornings .  An ' 
yore enemy - de tenth morning she ' ll come up an' acknowledg e everything , every 
wrong that she ever did fo ' yo ' .  

( In other words your enemy can ' t  do anything to you . ) [ St .  P et er sburg , Fla . , 
(1042) , 1688 : 3 . ] 

106 7 . Heard if anyone sprinkles things in your home, and I ' ve known it to be 
true - if they sprinkle anything in your yard , in your home - Mondays and Fridays 
or certain days - Sundays , Mondays and Fridays - but you do this before the noon 
hour .  You get up and sweep the trash thoroughly out of your front. Put sulphur 
in it and stick a match to it and burn it . You sweep your back thoroughly and 
you do the same otherwis e ,  twice every week , that is to keep things f ound from 
around your home so no one kin [ sprinkle] anything round to take to your body .  

( I  see , you mus t  d o  this b efor e  noon on Mondays or Friday . )  
Mondays and Fridays b efore noon. 
( I  see, that' s to protect yourself against anything put down. ) 
To pro t ect yourself and also change your clothing . And on Sunday night turn 

your clothing or either b e  sure that they are on the wrong side . Put ' em on 
twicet a week of  that o ther same , the same days that you b urn . 

( I  see . You change your clothes on Sunday , you say?)  
You turns your c lo thes [ Sunday night] so you kin put  ' em on  on  Monday , Mond ay 

mornings as you burns the trash . Wear your clothing on the wrong side . Fridays 
the same . Then nothing kin b e  taken to your body . j 

( I  see . When you burn this t rash on Mondays and Fr idays , you mus t do it with 
your clothes on wrongside ou t . )  

And put sulphur in it whilest i t' s burning . 
(Put sulphur in this trash that you sweep out. ) [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 10) , 9 79 : 2 . ]  
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[ Broom r i t es , u s ed for many purpo ses , are endles s . ] 
1068 . They say that chew kin take an ' wear yore clo thes that ' s  next to  yore 

skin - turn it  wrong s ides out an ' wear that , an ' b ath in hous ehold ammonia and 
in sa�tpeter - a little pinch , an ' a t easpoonful o f  cinnamint [ c innamon] , an ' 

WRONG SIDE OUT 
INSIDE our 

bathe in i t . Throw it  [used ba thwater ]  to de sunrise  and that 
will turn dere works back on dem o 
(You mix all thes e ingredients up in the same water . ) 
The same wa t er an ' put it in three buckets o f  water in a bath tub 

or in a o rdinary tub and bath e  in i t . 
(What do you mean by put t ing i t  in three buckets ? )  
Three bucket s o f  wa ter - three , "Name o f  de Father , de Son and Ho ly Ghost . "  
(Warm wa ter or hot ? )  
Warm . [ Mob ile ,  Ala . , ( 6 9 5 ) , 9 43 : 5 . ] 
1069 . I can tell you , but I will tell you this b ecaus e there ' s  lo ts  of p eople 

that don ' t b e lieve in the Bib le ,  you unders tand . Bu t ther e ' s  nothing I kin tell 
you without g ivin ' it  to you our OF THE BIBLE . Now , th is i s what you do . You 
get you some s altpet e r . You know what that is . Put that s al tpeter and cayenne 
pepper - that ' s  red pepper g round up , that ' s  what th ey mean - mix that together 
and you raise that sole , the inner sole that ' s  in the bot tom of  your shoe , and 
you sprinkle that under there good . You take your underwear and get up in the 
mo rning and put i t  on the wrong s ide and at exactly twelve o ' clock o f  the day you 
take it from the wrong s ide and put it back on on the r igh t s ide . And then you 
take some of that saltpeter and you take a b ath in i t ; put i t  in the water and 
bath yourself good and nob ody can ' t  harm you . 

[ Informant ' s  our OF THE BIBLE may mean some hoodoo b ook claiming to  be a 
reve lat ion f rom God , but I think the meaning is any cure comes from (is  approved 
by) the Bib le b ecause the Bib le b elieves in wi t chcraft - see introductory note , 
p . 361 . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 85 5 ) , 1347 : 1 . 1 

107 0 .  You get a pair o f  hos e  an ' - cour s e  i f  i t ' s  a man h e  get d e  wh i t e  but 
if it ' s  a woman it doesn ' t  make any dif f ' rent in colors - an ' put these s tockin ' s  
on you , wear them . An ' if you get up the next mornin ' - when you go to b ed at 
nigh t if you take ' em  off an ' they ' re turned wrong s ide outward , you s t ill put 
' em on the same way the next mornin ' until after nine nights  and days , and then 
af ter , when the nin th nigh t  and day is over , you get a b o t t le of sweet sp ir i t s  
of niter , a little knif e b lade [ small b lade of pocketknif e ]  o f  lye [ the s t eel in 
the knife b lade is a par t of the rite] , an ' you put that in the amount of wa ter 
tha ' chew wanta bathe with , an ' make you a b ig hot fire . Be wearin ' those socks . 
At the end of  nine days they should have a ho le in ' em ,  but if th ey doesn ' t  have 
a hole in 'em you have to wear ' em until  they does g i t  a hole .in ' em .  An ' then 
you take saltpeter and put it  into those an ' make a f ire even if i t ' s in Augus t  
an ' throw ' em i n  t h e  f ire an ' say ,  "Rid me o f  my enemy . "  Par t ly why it don ' t 
make any d if f ' r ent [ i t is diff icul t ]  for a woman b ecause they ' re s een when they 
dirty . They wanta change ' em [which would ruin the rite ] . But the socks the 
man wouldn ' t  have to l et nobody s een ' em  becaus e his t rous ers b e ' s  over ' em .  
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 5) ,  1557 : 4 . ] 

1071 . They say if a person is trying to harm you and don ' t like you or  some
th ing of the kind l ike that , they say you mus t take your undercl o thes and turn 
th em on the wrong s ide and wear them like that for nine mornings . S ee . And get 
up and repeat the Lord ' s Prayer three t imes a day . And that ' s  why , they say , 
your enemies can ' t harm you . 

( I  see . Each morning you repeat the Lord ' s  Prayer thr ee t imes a day . )  
Ye s , thr ee times a day - nine , twelve and three . [New O�ans , La . ,  ( 7 8 3 ) , 

1085 : 1 .  ] 
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1072 . You take your las t piece and wear it on the wrong s ide . 
(What do you mean , the last piece? ) 

405 

Your drawers . You turn them ins ide out and wear it on the wrong s ide . And 
then they can ' t hupt you . [New Orl eans , La . , ( 80 5 ) , 1131 : 6 . ] 

1073 . If  anybody ' s  tryin ' tuh git  to yo ' ,  happen tuh put anything undah yore 
do ' s tep fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  go dere an ' turn dat r ight ovah - turn i t  right ovah 

an ' le t it stay r igh t dere an ' whu t he put on yo ' ,  will go o f f  an ' 
UP SIDE DOWN be on him .  

( I f  h e  bur ies anything ,  s imply turn i t  over . )  
Yes suh . [ See Nos . 1058-1059 , p . 40lf . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 489) , 2661 : 9 . ] 

107 4 .  Get a piece o f  St . John the Conguep POot , you g et he and she lodestone 
and you put a little p iece o f  it in a little bo ttle  - a little small bottle with 

a b ig mouth to it , and you pu t it down in there and you get the very 
UPWARDS bes t per fume in the wo rld which is Oil  of Ros e .  

(O il o f  Ro s e . ) 
And you put it in that bottle and you stop i t  t igh t and whenever things get -
you get wor ried about anything , you put three drops on your head , I 1 In  the Name of  
the Father , Son and Holy Ghos t "  - in your hair and push it up [ demons trates whi le 
I comment ] .  

(You put three drops in your hair and rub your hand around like that while 
you are saying , " In the Name of the Father , the Son and Holy Gho s t . " ) 

Yes ,  s ir .  
(And you rub it  over yourself ? )  
Yes . 
[ This magic rite o f  upwapds - to improve the s ituation - is rare compared to 

the downwapds rite . Perhap s th e bes t  known of the upwapd rites is carrying a 
newborn baby ups tairs  to rise  in life or become high-minded or long-lived - FACI , 
2ed . , Nos . 3201-3206, pp . 144-l45 . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  (823) , 1196 : 7 . ]  

107 5 . You s tart that - i t ' s on his elbow [ I  mean] down here to his ankle . I t  
s tart down there in the morning and at twelve o ' c lock it ' s  midd leway o f  his leg , 

of his ankle and his knee [ at noon b etween ankle and knee ] , and in the 
WESTWARD evening a t  s ix o ' clo ck it ' s  at his knee . Well , i t  s t ays there then 

and all nigh t he cain ' t rest  and that  morning it goes back in the 
cent er [ b etween ankle and knee ] . Then around at  dinner time [�] it goes back 
down to his ankle , but it makes it back up here to his knee b efore night . [ See 
SUbdivis ion Time an d  Hoodoo Spe l l , p . 349 ; a lso  Time in Index . ] 

You take Jimson weed and make it into a water [ tea ] - put ' em  on and boil ' em , 
the leaves . And you set that s tuff  in the tub or the bas in and bath i t  [ leg ] the 
way the sun sets  thataway , and when you did that and ge t  through with it  - you 
bath it about twice or three times a week the way the sun sets  - then , when you 
gets through , you takes the wat er and throw it in the same d irect ion . Well , when 
it go down here to the middleway of his " leg [between knee and ankle ] it ' ll stop , 
it  won ' t make it  back to his knee . Then , ab out the fourth or fif th day i t  will 
be at his ankl e .  I t  won ' t  g e t  no further and i t  will come b ack t o  the middle of 
his laig . Well , you goin ' to cont inue to do that unt il it  go comp lete out and he 
won ' t feel the mis ery o f  it  atall . And that ' ll stop it  - that ' ll cure that .  [An 
example of downward bathing rite - see p . 369LJ_"_ 

(Well , how d id he get that - get that thing in his leg ? )  
That b y  the d istance where he goes along walking . That star t ed that mis ery in 

his  laig . 
(And this j us t  cures it? ) 
And tha t  j us t  cures it . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 78 ) , 1073 : 1 . ] 
1076.  [ Cur sing r ites come io many f orms - here ' s  an unusual one : ]  



406 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundat ion -

Walk over i t  an ' cus s , it  couldn ' t do anything to yo ' lak dat . Ah heered dat . 
( If you thought you were walking over something that somebody put down 

CURS ING for you .  All you do - j us t  cur s e  a s  you walked over i t  and it  wouldn ' t  
harm you? ) 

Yes . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1466) , 2 6 51 : 9 . ] 
107 7 . Any spell upon you - you know tha t wo rk from ano ther - someone o f  yo ur 

people like your mo ther or your father , something like that . You believe - yo u 
know , j us t  like some peop le say tha t a child [ child ' s ]  mo ther 

CURSE CANCELED have cur s ed ' em ,  you s ee - didn ' t wished ' em no ways good , you 
unders tand , fer disobedience to ' em . Dey kin go to des e  old

t ime grave and he kin change , you know , the foo tbo ard to the head and the head
board to de foot , but he ' ll have to pray unto her , you unders t and , to b eg her 
fo r forgivenes s . 

( I  s ee - that ' s  if he wants to g et - ) 
That curse  of f .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 9 ) , 5 43 : 5 . ]  
10 7 8 .  But on mah husb and ' s  s ide , he went to a woman in Tamp a an ' she gave him 

some holy oil an ' she tole ' im to put that ho ly oil - make a cross  in his hand in 
de mawnin ' an ' make a wish an ' wish de bad luck away , an ' make cro s s  on his  feet 

a t  night fo ' goin ' tuh bed , an ' in de mawnin ' when he got  up tuh read 
HOLY OIL the 3 7 th Psalms fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' that would kill de b ad luck ; 

an ' read de 35th P salms if he wanted something to happen to the person 
that did i t . An '  so he tried that an ' his luck begin tuh change . 

(Did h e  make this  cross  in both hands? ) 
Well , yo ' kin make it in bo th o r  yo '  kin make it in the s trongest  hand , whi ch 

would be  th e r ight hand . 
(Wha t about the cross  in the pa Un of the fee t ? ) [Pa Un of the fee t , a common 

expres s ion , shows she i s  retelling rite  and I am repea ting unre co rded wo rds o f 
h ers . ]  

Bo th feet an '  make a wish . [ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 1621 : 7 . ]  
107 9 . I order me incent [ incense ]  an ' a bot tle o f  holy oil . This incent 

[ demonstrates ] I set it in this corner , this corner , this corner and this corner . 
(The four corners of  the room . ) 
Yes . An '  ah burns them down at that corner . I git  down dere an ' ah wish f o ' 

whut ah want - success , pro sper , money . An ' by burning that an ' have yor e whole 
heart an ' min ' on it , why it would - it comes true . An ' when yo ' burning that 
incent an ' with the holy o il , yo ' po ' s tha t holy oil on tha t incent , yo '  see . 
Yo ' order that . Ah don ' t buy it  out de drug s to re , ah orders it mahself . An ' 
while it ' s  burning yo ' wishes . I t ' s  j est  lak de Cath ' lics , yo ' know , by yore 
faith yore saved aren ' t [ or no t ] an ' by yore faith yore damned . An ' by mah faith 
I always has succes s an ' prosp er an ' everybody mos t ly likes me . [ S t .  Petersburg , 
Fla . , ( 1016 ) , 1645 : 1 . ] 

1080 . Take d e  graveyard dirt an ' carry it an ' git  de b �ek eat ' s  bone an ' 
carry it fo ' luck . 

( For gambling ? )  
For gamb ling . Ah s ells s tuff dey call lodes tone an ' ah sell another one call 

High John de Conker , an ' each satisf ies ' em .  Ah explains i t  so dey j es '  got 
faith in it . 

(How do you prepare that ? How do you fix it  up then? ) 
How yo ' prepare de High John de Conker? Well , yo ' wear dat chew know . I t ' s  

a root somepin ' bou t dat long an ' yo ' put it  in yore/po cket an ' wear it wit chure 
money . An ' de lodes tone yo ' puts dat in a purse . Yo ' know dere ' s  a purs e  goes 
with it . 

Den ah has ano thah s tone dat comes in de oil called de holy oil . When yo ' go 
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in at night , lak if ah wanted to have luck , yo ' uncork dis . I t ' s  in a little j ar 
lak dat an ' set it up ovah de mantelpiece an ' when ah ' m  goin ' out , take de lode
stone out an ' wrap it up an ' put it in mah pocket . When ah come back in at 
nigh t , ah go to de j ar an ' drop it back in de ho ly oil . [ Informant is a small
time curio ppoduats salesman : "Wilson , N . C . , Fri . , June 16 , 1939 . • .  1468 - man 
50 - sells art icles - ng [ [ = no good , meaning he knew his own work but little 
abou t hoodoo ] ] "  - Numbers Book 1291-1515 . For an exper t s eller o f  curios , woman 
in Jacksonville , Fla . , see Agen t for Curios in Interviews Sec t ion . ] [ Wi lson , N .  
Car . , ( 1468) , 2 6 5 1 : 18 . ] 

108 1 . Use this holy water - it ' s  clear like rain water . You can take a bath 
in that three times a day ' caus e  I tried that - take a bath in that three times 

a day . And after you take a bath in the wat er thr ee times a 
HOLY WATER AGAIN day - you don ' t use no soap or no thing , you bring it out and 

you throws i t  towards the sunr i s e . You s ee , like the sun ris e 
over there , you throw the water over there and after you throw i t  you makes a 
wish . And if anybody got you tricked o r anything like that , why ,  you see , you 
done throwed your troub les out there . Well , they cross over it  and they catch 
it - that leaves , it get off you and get on them [ see Transf erence , p . 38 3f . ] . 

(I  see .  Well , now , do you take that bath three times a day? How many days ? ) 
No , you take it  nine mornings - every morning for nine mornings , you take tha t 

bath . 
(I  s ee . Well , now , where do you get th is holy wa ter ? ) 
You get it at the Spiri tualist  [ or Sp ir i t i s t  o r  Spiritual ]  church . [ This name 

is  sometimes dif ficult to freeze into an exac t word . ] 
(The sp ir itist church holy wat er , I see . ) 
Yes , s ir . 
(You don ' t  us e the Catholic holy wa ter ? )  
Yeah , it ' s  all the same . You s ee ,  the pr iest bles s es i t  and he sends it out 

to dif f ' rent spiritual ist people - chapters and all . 
You got to take holy wa ter , if your hous e is cposs ed .  Take the holy water and 

you s ee ,  you spr inkle it in this corner - the four corners o f  the hous e .  In each 
one o f  them four corners you spr inkle the holy wa ter and then take the rest o f  i t 
and wash all in f r ont your doo r  for thr ee mornings , and that will b ring p eace and 
success to your home . [ See also Ho Zy Water Medicine , p . 382 , and Index . ] [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 3 ) , 1085 : 4  and 1086 : 11 . ] 

1082 . Well , for  ins tance , somebody might have the measles - that ' s  the f irs t 
thing to start with , a chi ld with the measles . Yo u cut right in the mole [mold ]  

of h i s  head - a s t rand o f  hair out o f  the mo le of  his head . Go righ t  
MEASURING d irec t to tha t  tree and take that child and stand him r i ght up there 

like that - have to b e  a young tree though , willow tree or something 
o f  that kind tha t ' s  growing - and you j us t  take a auger and bor e a hole r ight in 
there and take that hair . 

( Right from the top o f  his head ? )  
Yes . Take that hair and put i t  up in there and take a s tob [ peg o r  s take ] and 

drive i t  up in there , and the more that he grows over that [ taller than the s tob ] 
why you [he]  improve . [Af ter the cure]  you transport  i t  [ the hai r ]  ba ck here 
where mos t  the peop le can see . 

[ This pub l ic display o f  hair caus ing the cure viola tes the fundamental rule 
of secrecy ; the cured ailment c�d have returned . I would say that something 
more than o rdinary measles i s  invoived here , b ecaus e usually magic measurement 
of a child is confined to recurrent disorders . Fo r a chi ld measured agains t a 
tree to cure as thma , s ee FACI , 2ed . ,  Nos . 5660- 7 1 , pp . 254-255 . Also for various 
complaint s children are measured agains t many obj ects : door ,  fireplace , wall ,  
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f loor , ground , s t ick , str ing . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (819 ) , 1169 : 4 . ] 
108 3 . [Many examp les have been given of payment to the dead for their grave

yard dirt . Here , a doctor , a man o f fers a rare heal ing principle ab out roots : ]  

PA Y OFF FO '  DAT ROOT 
De dime - some people us es a dime an ' wears it around dere 
laig , so if dey walk ovah anything it ' ll turn b lack an ' 
hit  ' 11 take it . 

An ' den take a person , dey take a dime - same as if  
diggin ' a root . Well , yo ' supposed tuh pay o f f  fo ' 
off  f o ' it , i t  ain ' t  goin ' do yo ' no good . 

l ike if dey in de woods 
dat root ; if yo ' don ' t  pay 

When yo '  diggin ' John de Conker or de chew root  - s ee , hit ' s  a root dat grows 
in de woods dey call de chew root .  Well , yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' kin chew an ' 
go befo ' co ' t . Why anywher e yo ' wanta borrow any thing , why j es '  go ahead an ' 
chew i t  an ' sp it it round dere and dey ' ll take sides wit chew . 

Bu t when yo ' diggin ' dese roo ts an ' things yo ' should pay o f f  i n  s i lver . 
(Why i s that ? ) 
We ll , dat ' s  de sacr if ice . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206 ) , 2039 : 3 . ] 
108 4 . Dey wa lk to de spring an ' turn dere  back . Whut evah dey s crap e  of f 

where dey hurt at , even to de piece o f  clo th [ bandag e ]  f rom where i t  hurted , 

BANDAGE DISPOSAL 
throw i t  ovah de lef t shouldah . Don ' t look back but keep 
ago in ' . An ' when i t  hit de runnin ' s tream i t ' s  goin ' away 
from ' em an ' whoevah dat did i t ,  dey ' ll follah behind . 

[ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 8 4 ) , 3 28 : 1 . ] 
108 5 . [ Th is r i t e  and the next one , which ar e the same ,  come from Pinewood , 

South Carol ina , or igina l home of the persons telling , them . Although informants 
wer e int ervi ewed separately , they p rob ab ly knew each other . For another examp le 
of two pers ons wi th the s ame s tory , see Nos . 7 3-7 4 ,  pp . 30-3l . ] 

It  wus a woman had a aunt who ' s  hurt in ' er fee t an ' i t  b roke out ,  an ' dey git 
anothah man or woman - git a man I think i t  wus - to work on ' er e  An '  he take 10 
ten-penny nai l an ' put it in a tin can , an ' some brims tone an ' some b luestone an ' 
sulphah , an ' bur ied it in de chimley feh nine mawnin ' .  An '  ev ' ry mawnin ' he ' d  
take dat can up an ' r in ' [ r ind = pee l ]  de scuff [ dead skin ] o f fa i t  - you know , 
pick it ' of fa dis wound - an ' put it in dis can . [ Then the can was replaced in 
the chimney until next morning . ]  Dey did dat fer nine mawnin ' .  Dat turn i t  back 
on s omeone who had it fixed like dat e Den dis woman commen ce g i t t in '  b et tah . 
[ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 210 ) , 116 : 4+8 5 ; P inewood , S . Car . ] 

108 6 .  [ Comment at beg inning of preceding rite  app lies her e : ]  
They say if anyone hurt choo , tha t  you ' d  take twelve ten-penny "nai ls an ' put 

i t  in a open can , an ' nine new needles , an '  sulphah an ' brims tone . An '  you put 
i t [ can ] in your fireplace , in back of de f iahp lace , an ' f er nine mawnin ' when 
you dres s that p lace [where you are hurt ] , you t ake that , whutsom�vah you take 
offa  you [ the wound ] an ' put lt in that can ; an ' j i s '  let it s tay there an ' burn 
unt il you g it well , an ' then the spell ' ll go back on the pers on . [ Wi lmington , 
N .  Car . , (214) , 120 : 11+85 ; Pinewood , S .  Car . ] 

1087 . They had something like snakes in ' em ;  who le lo t o f  thing s j us t  working 
up . S o I fixed up a remedy and she pas s ed all those from her . I got the s tuff  
and gave her i t  and she passed a rattlesnake firs t - the f ir s t  dos e  I gave her .  

UNTIL YOU ARE CURED 
NEVER DE STROY CUNJURE OBJECT 

And then the next dose I gave her , she pas s ed a 
who le lot of  little thing s j us t  working up . 
I was working down here and someone knocked at the 
door , the f f� time . He woke me up and he says , 

"Go to the back door . "  And ther e was a bo t t le at the back door . I went there .  
He told me to carry i t  t o  her . Well s omehow another s omethin ' said , "You can ' t  
go . "  And I got the axe and took that in ther e and I s truck the bot t le and broke 
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the bottle up . I t  was a bottle about that long and in this b o t t le was a p iece of  
her dres s - the back par t  of  her  dress . The reason why I know it  was the back 
par t , we found the dres s on the back porch bal led up in a corner and that ' s  why 
I know it was a piece o f  her dr es s .  We f ound it . And then there was a piece of 
hair in there and a whole lo t of piece of needles - sharp-pointed need les and 
pins . In this bo ttle it  smelt like cologne . And there was a piece o f  root in 
there - it looked l ike High John de Conquer root - was in this bottle . And there 
was a cork s topper in the bottle . We opened it  - cours e  I didn ' t , but I got 
another lady to open it for me . And we ' d  taken ' em  out lat er on in a piece of  
paper and looked at  ' em . Th is gir l was almos t crazy . So I got some - something 
told me to do this .  I went and got some Jerusa lum roo t .  I reckon you ' ve heard 
talk o f  Jerusa lum roo t  - a root that grows . 

(Jerusalum root ? )  [ Jerusalem ar tichoke? ] 
Yes . I j us t  got tha t  roo t and then I got  some o f  thes e pokeb erry root s and I 

got me some red pepper - pod pepper and I got  me some fish salt and I put i t  into 
a boiler and boiled it all up toge ther - cooked it all up together , and j us t  
cooked i t  enough t o  have enough for her to bath in . And I bath-ed her i n  thi s  
here for  nine mornings , and then I had another - and her hair come of f h er head 
j us t  like your hand [handfuls ] she was j us t  almos t crazy . 

Then after bath- ing her with this , then I takes up this red pepp er and some 
greas e and mix it together with olive oil and j us t  g reas ed i t good all over with 
this here pepp er and oil together , af ter ba th-ing her for thes e nine morning s . 
Then after doing it nine mornings , b ath-ing her , then I told her to  take thos e 
bottles and throw i t  all overboard , but not to do i t  b efore b ecaus e  I ' ve heard 
people s ay if you wer e tricked and b efore you were cured , if you throw that away 
if you found it , why it  wouldn ' t  do any good . [Newpor t News , Va . , ( 47 9 ) , 4 98 : 7 . ]  

1088 . You us e - black molas ses and turpentine and sulphur is g ood for any 
time you got some kind of a ins ide ailment from the hoodoo . I t s  alway s - they 

AS LONG AS IT ALIVE 
IT AIN ' T  COMING OUT 

mos tly use that all the t ime for ins ide o f  you becaus e 
that will make you purge - it ' ll  purge it out you , s ee .  
This sulphur i t ' ll g et in you and help to kill it . As 
long as it alive , it ain ' t  coming ou t . The s ulphur wil l  

kill i t . And turpentine , it helps  - i t  takes pains from you , helps  y our s tomach 
from paining you know . So you can have a very b ad pain and that turpent ine ' ll 
take the gr ipe out o f  i t . 

And she takes this and she makes like p i lls with i t  and gives i t  to h im .  See .  
He take that and within thr ee days he pas s thes e  thing s out - tho s e  frogs . [New 
Orleans , La . , (820 ) , 1182 : 4 . ]  

1089 . He was fixed lak dat a long t ime ago . He was in de hous e an ' he went 
out t o  feed de chickens , an ' a lady sprinkle some powder down an ' when he s t epped 

ovah de powder s omethin ' lak a snake got in his laig , 
an ' his laigs swo1ed up an ' dey [ doctor s ]  had tuh cut 
his 1aig open an ' lef t a lot of pus out . An '  af ter 

LIVE SNAKE FRIED FROM MAN 

dey [ doctors ] let all d at pus out , o le woman come dere an ' saye s she could cure 
him .  Hit swo 1e back up �gin af ter dey [ doctor s ] healed it up . An ' [ again ]  some
th in ' 1ak a snake was moving in his 1aig . She ' d  taken s ome mull ein an ' boiled 
it an ' ba th ed his 1aig as hot as he could s tand it an i set  him r ight in front de 
f ir eplace , an ' somethin ' star t ed fryin ' in de f ir e  1ak it was a snake burning , 
but dey n ever d id s ee him come out . She rubb ed it  [ snake ] right on down to his 
foot an ' hi s 1aig went down [ see Downward Rubbing , p . 37 7 ] . 
�Do you know what kind of powder that woman sprinkled ? ) 

No , s ir , ah don ' t know whut kinda powd er it was . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 9 94 ) , 1606 : 3 . ]  
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1090 . If  someone try do anything to you an ' you die , you could put - j is '  
like de medicine you us e in de body , you kin take dat an ' put it in de grave 

when dey die , an ' de person ' ll die r ight behind dem o  [Note on 
LAST MEDICINE my origina l penc il transcrip t ion reads "medicine in cof f in . " ]  

[ Wilming ton ,  N .  Car . , ( 211) , 117 : 5+85 ; " S . C . "  b ehind 211  shows 
tha t  many persons interviewed in Wilming ton came f rom S .  Car . ] 

1091 . A boy was livin ' down our house and he was goin '  wid a girl and he qui t 
her , and she says she gon ' a  have him fixed .  So about a week af ter dat his leg 

swoll up , you know , j es '  a kin ' a roun ' p lace like .  So dey 
PROTECTIVE RAND taken him to de doctor and i t  look like de more de d octor do 

f or him d e  worser he ' d  g it .  So they taken him to a root doator 
and he taken and g ive l im  a package , you know a piece o f  cloth ,  about as long as 
his leg was , and put nine needles in it and told him to , you know , when you go to 
s leep to lay his leg on tha t . And so he got all righ t .  

[ The pr eceding mediaa t  pad f or the leg i s  actually a hand. Many o f  thes e 
protect ive handS will be found in the following two subsections - ( 1 )  Cure and 
Protect ion , ( 2 )  Hands - and see Index . ] [Wilming ton , N .  C ar . , ( 2 58 ) , 253 : 4 . ] 

FOLK MEDICINE ( 2 )  

CURE AND PROTECTION 

[ In Part One of Fo lk Medicine , Prinaip tes of Hea ting (p . 3 6 1 ) , some o f  the 
pr incip les were given . Also , as I previously summar ized : To aatah a spiri t or 
to proteat your spirit agains t the aatahing or to re teas e your aaught spiri t -
thi s is the aomp tete theory and praatiae of hoodoo (No . 38 , p . 24 ) . We have now 
reached a place where spec if ic substances mus t  be named for guarding the uncaugh t 
spirit as well as f reeing the caught sp iri t . Some of  these sub s t ances have been 
described - her e is a fur ther lis t . ]  

1 09 2 .  [The term Eve -and-Adam is mor e f requently us ed than Adam-and-Eve , a 
proper name for the p lant , but what an inf ormant means by ei ther name I do not 
know - it  could be a p lant from s ix or seven genera . Since one informant ca lls 

ADAM-AND-EVE 
CALLED 

EVE-AND-ADAM ROOT 

this root (possib ly a corm) Adam-and-Eve-and-Th eir Son , I 
would ident ify i t  as puttyroot , common name for Ap teatrum 
hyemate , a Nor th American or chid producing annually a solid 
corm , "two or three of which remain s trung together . "  When 
there are two , we have Adam and Eve ; when three , the s on is 

added . Th is could suggest The Tr inity or The Ho ly Fami ly , but as of t en as I 
hear d the plant named I remember the son once . Adam-and-Eve ,  like lodes tone and 
some o ther obj ects , is one of these He-and-She ingr edi ents - see Index . ] 

Ah knows that . Ah had a cousin , she lived in O i l  Town , Arkansas . She go t  
poiaon , see . Dis woman had her how1in ' [ like a dog - s e e  No . 7 7 5 , p . 2 5 6 , and 
s econd cur e under Dog in this sub s ection later] . Now , ah know this f o ' a pus ' na1  
fac ' . She w us  how1in ' an ' sometimes she j is '  craw1in ' on her knees , see . S tood 
up di f f ' r ent t imes though . Mah uncle taken her tuh her daddy - he [ daddy ] taken 
her ou t  heah tuh Newport , tuh Ca ' tine Dyer . He taken her out theah . Sh e go t 
some ratt te snake dus t - ah nevah will fo ' git this , an ' she made some little bags 
an ' she hung one undah dis arm an ' one undah dis one , an ' she went an ' got some 
dat Eve-an '-Adam dus t an ' she place it on cous in righ t  heah [ demonstr ates ] . Now , 
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mah cousin wus crazy - she wus s tone crazy . 
(Right on her breas t ? )  
Yes . She wus crazy . 

4 11 

One [bag ] wus made outa ratt lesnake dus t  an ' one [ b ag ]  wus Eve-an '-Adam dust . 
Dis one right heah dat ' s Eve-an ' -Adams ' dus t on yore chest , an ' dat whut she put 
undah her arm dat wus ratt lesnake dus t yo ' see . She put one undah each one o f  
her arms . An '  when she got that Eve-an '-Adams ' dust , she put that l it t l e  b ag an ' 
swung it  righ t there . An ' she tole mah uncle t uh buy a bot tle o f  turp entine an ' 
say , "Now , fo ' nine mawnin ' s  s t raight yo ' git up an ' fix yore water in a washpan 
an ' let her wash her han ' s  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  straight an ' throw it to de . eas t . "  
An '  mah cous in wus j is '  crazy - she wus j is '  howlin ' ,  she didn ' t  have b i ta sens e .  
An ' when da t woman put tha t on her , she come back home an ' she tole her mama , she 
say , ! lAh feel lak a dif f ' rent pusson . "  Dat wus in Newpor t , [Arkansas ] .  S tric tly 
brought her back to her min ' an ' she d idn ' t have sense ' nuff even to ent er tain 
mama . 

(How did he f ix this wa ter in the morning ? )  
Ah ' ll t ell yo ' whut chew do . S ee , yo ' git  s ome watah an ' yo ' put it in de pan 

an ' yo ' put that turpent ine in there fo ' nine mawnin ' s  s traigh t .  Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' 
take it in yore han ' j is '  lak yo ' goin ' wash y ore face - co ' se lot ta folks use a 
face towel but yo ' use it j is '  natural , yo ' s ee .  [ For use it jis ' natuPa l ,  see 
also the Uncle Ben Mackey s tory , No . 918 , p . 337 . ]  Rub it ovah yore han ' and 
s troke it down ovah yore f ace an ' throw it tuh de wes t . See , throw that tuh de 
wes t , an ' yo '  say , "Lawd , heah am ah . Take all mah troub les an ' heal me , In de  
Name o f  de Father , Son an ' Ho ly Ghos t . "  Co ' se ah  wus with mah cousin wh en sh e do 
that an ' she wus crazy . She wus j is '  as cr azy as a rud [ red ] lizard [ see Index ] . 

(When d id thi s  happen? ) 
Dis happen in 19 29 , Oil Town . An '  ah nevah fo ' git  de  woman ' s  name dat did 

dat [ sp ell ] . Her name wus Lou T .  [ At a later date we shall meet Caro l ine Dyer 
ag ain . See near end o f  my interview with Madam Col lins of Memph is in Interview 
s ection . ] [Lit tle Rock ,  Ark . , ( ? ) , 1460 : 13 . ] 

1093 . Take yo ' self - you kin g it somepin and fix ' em  up - dress yo ' s elf so 
nobody could harm yo ' . 

(Well , what do I get to dress mys elf ? )  
ALDER Yo ' could take three dimes and go to de graveyard - three dimes and three 

matches and three new p ins , and any p lace you kin git some of dat dus t , 
you pick i t  up and yo ' pay ' em  wit de mat ch es and de dimes . Pay de grave . Take 
up a little of dat dus t and f ix ' ern up together , unders tand , and g i t  s ome of rock 
s alt . Take some o f  dat dey call de elder [ alder ] .  

(What ? )  [ Words alder and elder ar e frequently confus ed . ]  
Yo ' know de eld�r [ alder ] dat grow in de cr eeks like , you take dat [ graveyard 

dirt ] and you f i?V/it wit dis elder [ alder ] and you b i le ' em you unders tand . You 
boil ' em together and you git  some gunpowder and you s ew it up and wear i t  round 
your wai s t  or your neck . No thing could harm you • • • •  

(What do you do with that money and p ins • • •  ? )  
Well , ah tell yo ' what ah do wit d e  money . Now i f  you g o  t o  d e  graveyard and 

don ' t pay ' em ,  dat one goin ' - you unders tand , he do somep in to harm yuh . You go 
and give him a dime . Now ' fore you g i t  s ome dus t  - heah , yo ' see [ demons trates ] .  
You ' ll have de matches wit de p ins s t ickin ' in de ma tches head . Pu t dat dere and 
put a dime dere . An ' you corne back and you g i t  s ome dirt . You do de same thing 
and when you done , you say , "De Lo rd giveth and de Lord taketh away , Blessed be 
de Lord . "  An '  you walks s traigh t away - back out .  

(With this graveyard dirt . ) 
Dat ' s  de graveyard dirt . Den bring it  home and you go down to de creekside ; 
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you find yo ' self a creek . 
like , you see . 

Sometime dey f ind ' em  in d e  t ide - de root in de tide 

(The alder . )  
Den dey git some of  dem and dey b ile ' em  togeth er , and when yo ' done boilin ' 

' em  you take dat s ame s tuff  and take the things out , you unders tand . • • •  
(What do you do with tha t graveyard dirt ? )  
You put de graveyard dirt and de elder [ a lder ] root  together and you b ile it . 

Den when you done biling dem ,  unders tand , yo ' take de wat er - leave it  go o ff .  
You take de elder [ alder ] and same [ graveyard ] powder and you s ew  it up in a 

roo t  bag or cloth or something like that and you wear it from your wais t o r  from 
your neck and nobody can ' t harm you . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (5 26) , 63 2 : 1 . ] 

1094 . Drink ald er tea if hurt. [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 214) , 1 20 : 6+85 ; 
P inewood , S .  Car . ] 

1095 . They tell me that chew can wear some roots - High John the Conker , 
a l liga tor root , and ' aoon root , and put a li ttle salt in that , a little cayenne 

ALLIGATOR ROOT 
p epp er , and make a s ack out of it [ thus making a hand] and wear 
it round your neck with a lit tle bluestone and alum in it , and 
that the individual can ' t  hurt yah . [A l ligator root is either 

shap ed like an alligator or root f rom the sweet gum tree , often called alligator 
t ree in Sou thern U . S . A .  b ecause of  its bark - "wing-like proj ec tions" from the 
smaller branch es . Coon roo t may be a root thought to be liked by racoons . ]  
[ E li zabeth City , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 555 : 8 . ]  

109 6 . Take alum , a piece about big as a dime an ' pound i t  up an ' put it in a 
little s ack , an ' wri te de name of dose  parties dat chew think dat ' s  interfering 

ALUM 
an ' put dat name in de sack wit dat an ' wear i t  in yore p ocket . Dey s aid 
dat would eliminate dat troub le • • • •  
(They couldn ' t  harm you - couldn ' t  hurt you in any way ? ) 

Co uldn ' t  hurt chew . [ Alum - like o ther chemical , metallic and organic subs tances 
lis ted later , occurs in many curative or protective comb inations of ingredients . ] 
[ Waycros s , Ga . , (1152) , 19 3 7 : 10 . ]  

1097 . (How would they do that ? )  
We ' ll take a bath . You get some ammonia and 

you bath nine nights or morning s ,  whichever you 

AMMONIA 
Tha t pro tects you , keeps your enemies 
three ingredients . ]  
(How much ammonia do you us e? ) 

A tablespoon o f  each . 
(Oh , a spoon each o f  all thos e three things ? )  

a spoon o f  salt and vinegar and 
pref er . You take a bath in that . 
from doing you anyth ing . [Mag ic 

Yeah , a tab l espoon of each and you bath e .  [ N ew  Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 2 1 ) , 1184 : 4 . ]  
10 98 . Jus t like if they got you aross ed. 
(Yes . )  
You be in bad luck . You know they try ing to fix you . You got a mind that 

the ot ou ixed cause ou contrar from our character - your lif e , you 
under stand . Jus t like you wanted to - see , I 'm fixe now . You go to the drug 
s tore and get you some Housekeep er Ammonia . [ Sound ed like hous ekeepah 'monia . ] 

(Hous ekeep ? )  
Housekeeper ammonia . You know , they got two kind - you know , the strong one 

and the one you use in the house for bath , you unders tand . You gets a bottle of 
that . You get you some cinammon powder . See . Then you get you some of that 
saltpete r  - see , saltpeter and some sugar .  And you put that in the same water . 
And get you a bar of soap what ain ' t  never been us ed . Then you get r ight in 
there and you go to scrubbing your head firs t  - j ust scrub all over . Then you 
scrub your back - just  scrub - and then all th e bottom of your fee t . [ Bathing 
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i s  downward - see p . 369 and Ind ex . ] And j us t  b athe your s elf . And then you could 
get you some - maybe any kind a good powder , you know , and j us t  powder yours el f  
down . And you wou ld do that f or nine mornings and th ey j us t  have - they couldn ' t 
do you no thing , no way they done try .  [New Or l e ans , La . ,  ( 8 7 1 ) , 141 2 : 1 . ] 

1099 . I have known a woman who had a swe l l ing from her knee down - from her 
knee down she wa s mis erab le . I t hur t  her , i t  kep t her in t erro r , unt il sh e got 
s o  sh e  could not walk . Final ly , wh en the p eo p l e  had tr ied everyth ing they knew 

to rub wi th and to b a the her leg s wi th , her f o o t  c on tinued j us t  to be 
ANT S swo l len in such a nature of mis ery unti l she could no t b ear any weight 

on it . 
On a c er t ain d ay an o ld woman came by the hous e . She said , "What have you done 
for that l eg ? "  She asked how ab out h er foo t . 

They said , "We have done eve ry thing we know . "  
She said , " Wi l l  you do th is ? "  She said , " I  wi l l  t el l  you wha t  to do . You g o  

out in an o ld f i eld and when y o u  f ind where thes e  b ig red an ts have mad e their 
nest" - i t  has a big h i l l , us ua lly there is a lot of young one s in that h ill -
"you carry a pot with you , take a shovel , go around four ways around the nes t  and 
let it go in the ground . Then you j us t  s c oop that nes t righ t up on the shove l 
and put i t  in that po t ,  all the live ants you c an g e t , and cover the p o t  up and 
take i t  home . Put it over the f ire , g et some ehamber Zye , put th e pot on the 
f ire , put the ohamber Zye in , shu t  i t  up t ight , let it g e t  hot wi th the ant s in 
there . When it g e t s  hot and you know th e ant s is all de ad and the dirt is ho t 
through , open the p o t , take a p ie c e  of c lo t h , spread this ant h i l l  out on the 
c lo th ho t ,  app ly i t  t o  the leg , as ho t as she can b ear i t , b ind i t  there and in 
her ins tep , b ind i t  g ood and let it s t and . I g uaran t ee you that i t  will take the 
mi se ry ou t of the swelling , b ec ause she has b e en ounjured . "  

Tha t wa s in Orang eburg County [ South Caro lina ] . I saw th e pers on . I saw the 
ant hill . I s aw the p oul t i c e . And the next day she could put her foo t  to the 
f loor . In four days sh e cou ld walk . They r ep ea t ed that twi ce and the leg was 
he aled . [ New York City , ( 1 0 , Ed . ]  

1 1 00 . We l l , as f o ' d e  red ants - if yo ' have a chi le dat water s de b ed an '  
yo ' kin g i t  it tuh urinate in a p o t , yo ' kin put i t  in a r ed ants bed an ' s t op 
de ch i l e  f rom wettin ' de b ed . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1204) , 20 23 : 1 . ] 

1101 . Yo ' kin take a red an ts nes t an ' go to i t  f o ' nine mawnin ' s  - dat i f  
yo ' w e t  d e  b ed - f o ' nine mawnin ' s , i f  yo '  weak , a weak b ladder under s t and . An '  
g o  t o  i t  nine mawnin ' s  ' f or e s unri se an ' p ee on dat , an ' d a t ' l l che ck d at up . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 68 ) , 2425 : 9 . ]  

1102 . I f  yo ' we re hurted - if s omeone take an ' d one s omep in to yo ' ,  yo ' s ee -
t ake a red ant an ' \boi l ' 1m . Take two or thr e e  of ' em , yo ' know - two o r  th ree 
of ' em an ' j es '  b oil ' em ,  b o i l  down . Take ' em an ' pu t ' em in a pan of wa ter an ' 
let ' em  boil down to a t ea an ' dr ink da t , dat will take dat thing o f f  yo ' . [ S t .  
P e t er sburg , Fla . , ( 10 4 3 ) , 1 69 3 : 7 . ]  

1103 . Now if a p ers on put a sp ell on yo ' an ' yo ' have headache all d e  t ime , 
yo ' kin go to one d em  b ig r ed ants ne s t  an ' take a f lour s a ck - a sack , yo ' know 
o r  s omethin ' an ' t ake up de whole , j es ' as much d a t  ne st as yo ' kin . An ' t ake 
it back home an ' put de who l e  thing in a pan or ke t t l e  an ' b o i l  i t . An' then 
bathe yo ' haid in dat same wa tah . An '  d on ' t  throw i t  out - j es t  b athe in it 
' b ou t  three t imes an ' throw i t  tuhward s d e  s unri se . Dey say d at t ake s d at sp ell 
off yo ' - yo ' won ' t  have dat headach e  spell no mo ' or wha t evah d ey put on yo ' 
like dat . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1 1 48 ) , l 8 7 4 : l . � 

1104 . He g o t  in love wi t a woman an ' he wus a marr i ed man an ' he wus abou t 
tuh qui t  home - say , he couldn ' t  he ' p  hims e l f . [ Th i s  s ort of thing is of ten 
considered a s p el l  put on a man or woman ; even a dr unkar d dr inks b e c ause of a 
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s p e l l  - s ee No . 7 8 , p . 3 3 . ] So he said he went to a o le man [ doctor]  an ' de ole 
man to le h im tuh take a pair o f  h is socks an ' put i t  in dat r ed ant s  nes t .  An ' 
he did so . An ' he to le in a certa in period o f  t ime tuh go b a ck tuh de an ts nes t 
an ' look at do s e  s o cks . An ' he sa id he went ba ck dere an ' dey j e s ' look 1ak a 
ne t , yo ' know . An ' h e  [ doctor ] said , j es ' de same as he wus f ond o f  dat woman , 
j es '  dat s ame way dat he an ' her wer e j es t  lak da t , an ' h e  wo uld nevah go b a ck 
dere any mo ' .  He j e s '  weaned o f f  from her . Oat ' s  a l l  ah ' ve evah heard about 
dat ant s  nes t . 

(And your cous in did tha t in order that he wou ld s tay w ith h is wi fe ? ) 
Oa t ' s  whu t h e  did . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 2 ) , 2 4 30 : 7 . ]  
1105 . Th ey c arry assafi tidee in a bag round the ir neck to per t ek ' ern from 

hoodooism . [ Ja cks onville , Fla . , ( 5 55 ) , 6 9 1 : 11 . ] 
1106 . A good many o f  ' em use assafi tide e  a nd p epper and s al t  and dey 

ASAFETIDA put i t in a l i t t l e  bag a round dere neck and dat s upp o s ed to ke ep ' ern 
f rom hurtin ' you , too . They put all th�s e th ing s t og e the r  in this 

b ag . Dey s ew i t  up in dere and pu t it around dere neck . 
( I s e e . Any kind o f  a co lored b ag or any kind o f  cloth ? )  
Yeah , a yellow home spun bag . I t  have to b e  a yellow homespun an ' i t  has to b e 

new . [ Charles t on , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 5 ) , 5 3 8 : 2 . ] 
1107 . Take and s ew  a p iece of as safi tide e and a p iece o f  r ed f lannel int o a 

bag . You make a bag o f  the f lannel , wear i t  in your p ocke t  next t o  your h ear t 
and , if you have any enemies or anyth ing , tha t wi ll keep them down . [ Gir dletre e , 
Md . ,  ( ? ) , by hand . ] 

1108 . You c an g et some assafi tide e  and g unpowder and wear i t  around yo ur 
wa is t , and s p rinkle a l i t t le in yo ur shoe s ; that ' ll keep the spell o f f  of yo u .  
[ B erkley , Va . ,  neighb orhood ,  (Doctor Frank Har ris , s ee Intr oduc t ion and Index) , 
by hand . ] 

1109 . I f anybody puttin ' thing s down lak dat , th en yo '  kin c ar ry a sa fe t ida -
yo ' kin g i t  i t  at de drug s to ' - i t ' l l  s top a l l  othah germs . T ake this asa fe t i da 
an ' p ut i t  in a l i t t le bo t t le wit sulphur into i t  an ' wrap i t  up . Say yo ' kin 
wa lk ovah anyth ing . [ Wilson , N .  Ca r . , ( 14 6 8 ) , 2 6 5 2 : 4 . ]  

1110 . You kin t ake th ree s t i cks of ass afe tidee an ' you kin wrap ' em  up in a 
b lack rag an ' s ew it up , you know , an ' you j is '  wure [ wear ] i t in your clo thes . 
But you had ' a s oak [ feed] i t  once a week with yore urine an ' once a week w ith 
wh is key . An '  j is '  a s  long as you wure tha t  in your c lothes , why you ne edn ' t  
worry - nobody kin harm you . [ Wi lming t on , N .  Car . , ( 189 ) , 9 2 : 2+8 5 . ]  

1 1 1 1 . J es ' take some dos e  as hes out de f ireplace dere an ' put s ome sulphah 
wi t dose ashes . Yo '  under s tood [ under s tand ] dat good - put s ome s u1phah wi t do s e  

ashes an ' yo ' take s dos e ash es [ wr apped up i n  paper and cloth ] an '  t o t e  
ASHES ' em  in yore pocket . Dat ' l�eep d a t  per s on f rom hurtin ' yo ' .  Ah ' ve 

tr ied dat e [Ashes out de firep Lace dere - see my comments ab out weather 
and f ireplace a t  Waycr o s s  in Introduc t ion . ]  [ Waycro s s , G a . , ( 1131) , 1836 : 5 . ]  

1112 . Whut ah was sayin ' ' b out luck , yo ' k in g o  in de lef t-hand s i de o f  y ore 
f ir ep lace an ' take a fire co al , take two f ire coals an ' wear ' em in yore - pu t 
' em  in a lit t le s a ck an ' wear ' em in yore le f t  p o cke t an ' no one c an ' t  do yo ' no 
harm . [ These fire coa Ls in country d i s t r i c t s  wer e small p i eces of ch arred woo d . ]  
[ Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 10 7 4 ) , 17 38 : 1 . ] 

1113 . Thi s i s a fellah one t ime dat he wus in lov e wit a gurl b u t  his p arent s 
d idn ' t  want him t o  marry this gurl , you s e e , an ' s o  they g o t  it in hi s min ' to g o  

away . An ' a he wus in love with de gur l  an ' als o  de gur1 was in love with 
BABY h im .  So t hey t o l e  h im , s ays ,  "Now , we don ' t  wan ' ch oo t o marry dat gurl , 

we wan ' choo t o  g o ' way . "  He says ,  "Wel L " This f ellah h e g i t s  ready an '  
goes away . Well this worr ied this g irl s o , aftah h e  goes away dat sh e  t ake s ick , 
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you s e e . So he g o e s  away . An' h e  wr i t es a coup l e ' a  let tahs home , an ' af tah dat 
he don ' t wri te no more at all , you under s t and . So it ' s  ab out fo ' yeah s  b e f o ' he 
comes b a ck , you und ers t and , an ' within this t ime - within ab out s ix mon ths a f tah 
he ' s  g one , you und er s t and , th is gurl dies .  Wel l , when they us ed to cour t , you 
und e r s t and , dey wus a chur ch , you unders tand - a g raveyard righ t  b acka de church , 
you unders tand . They set down on de s t ep s ther e an ' court , you know , an ' p lan 
f o r  de wed din ' • 

S o  a f t ah he ' d gone , you unders t and , thi s gurl p ined away an ' died . So , he ' d  
b een ab s ent f rom home about fo ' y eahs an ' h e  r eturned home . An '  he d on ' t  wr i t e  
dat he ' s  comin ' home , y o u  under s tand - h e  wan t s  t o  come home an ' s urpr i s e  h is 
peop l e . S o  he g i t s o ff at de stat ion , you under s tand , an ' walks up ab o ut thr ee 
mi le s , walk ing along , t il l  h e  comes pass this gr aveyard an ' - but b ef o ' he g i t s  
to d e  chu r ch h e  looks up i n  d e  gr aveyard an ' he s e es a woman comin ' out de gr ave
yar d , but h e  d on ' t  pay much a t t ent ion to i t , walkin ' along whi s t lin ' to h i s s elf . 
When she c omes down an ' comes through an ' come s out de gate to de road , h e  s t ar t s  
t o  s ee d a t  i t ' s  de gur l d a t  he wus i n  lov e wid . So he s t eps in her path . 

This gurl ' s  dead but he don ' t know any thing ab out it , you s e e . So he s t opped , 
you unders t and . She walked up t o  h im - d on ' t say any th ing . 

He sp eaks t o  her . He says , "Why , hello , "  he s ays , "how do you feel , Carrie? " 
She didn ' t  s ay apything . 
He s aid , "Why Carr ie , "  he says ,  "you ought to b e  g l ad to s e e  me , "  he say s , 

" I ' m  g lad t o  see you , "  he says ,  " i t s e ems t o  me t ha t  I ' ve b e en gone long enough . "  
He s ay s , "You know I wus in love wid you and you wus in love w id me . I t ' s  funny 
you won ' t t a lk . "  

She wouldn ' t  even hold her head up . S o  she reaches in her b o som an ' sh e  takes 
out s omethin ' dat - da t looks like a bokay o f  flower s , an ' s he handed i t  to him . 
So then she turned back an ' g o es on back to de gr aveyard . 

So he goes on home . Af tah he g i t s  home , you unders tan ' de p eople ' s  all g lad 
t o  s ee him , you know , an ' t hey set down an ' talk . 

An ' s o  h e  say s to his mothah , h e  s ays , "Mo thah , "  h e  s ay s , " don ' choo know , "  he 
s ays , " t on ight I wus comin ' along , " he s ay s , "an ' I meets Carrie . "  He says , " She 
wus comin ' out de gr aveyar d . I don ' t know whu t sh e do by [ th er e ]  dis t ime o f  
night . "  

We l l , his mo thah she turned aroun ' an ' looks a t  h er husb and . He says , "You 
didn ' t  s ee Carrie . "  

"Don ' t  t e l l  me I d idn ' t s e� Carr i e , "  he s ays , " I ' ve j i s '  b e en talkin ' to her , "  
he says , " leavin ' d e  fact lmccep t ing ] I wus talkin ' t o  her but s he wusn ' t talkin ' 
to me . Sh e  wouldn ' t  say anyt hing , you know . So I ask h er why didn ' t she sp eak . 
She wouldn ' t  s ay any th ing , "  he says . 

His mo thah sp oke up an ' says , "You didn ' t  s ee Carr i e . "  
He says , " I  know b et t ah .  I d id s e e  Carri e . " 
His f a thah sp oke up an ' s ay , "No , you d idn ' t  s ee Carrie . "  He s ays , " Don ' t you 

know one thing , s on , "  he says , "we may nevah wr o t e  to you an ' t o le you anything 
about i t , "  h e  s ays , "but Carr ie died ab out s ix months af tah y ou le ft . "  

"Why" , he says ,  " it makes no dif f ' rence when she died , "  he says , " I  s aw her 
tonight . "  He did . 

We ll he s e t s  down awhile an ' he thinks about di s bokay wh ich s he g ive him , an ' 
when h e  takes the bokay down i t ' s  a human bone ins t ea da bokay of f l owers . So he 
looked at i t . Now , ev er ' b ody ' s  skeared now , you und er s t and . 

Well they calls in an o l e  lady th ere name o f  Ole Aunt Tracey .  She wus s uppose 
to b e  a wit ch . S o  thing s g o t ten in such a b ad s hape , you know , they had to call 
O le Aunt Tracey to see how things wus g oin ' to work . Dey call ed Ole Aunt Tracey 
ab out d i s bone you unders t and . O l e  Aunt Tracey says , [ " informant p r o ceeds to 
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imitate her vo ice" - my p enc iled comment when transcrib ing original cylinder ] , 
"Well er I t ell now , 1 I she says , " it ' s  b es ' thing I know er do ' bout de thing , "  
she says , "dis bone you ' d  better carry it back whare you go t it . "  [This i s  the 
magic rite of  returning dangerous obj ec t  to the p lace found - see No . 903 , 
p .  330 . ] Oh l De boy wants to know how he ' s  gon ' a git  it back . She says , "Well , 
about de very same time dat choo met her las t night , "  she says , "you carry it 
back dere tonight , "  she says , " an '  another thing , "  she says , "when you carry dis 
bone back , "  she says , "you take a little infant baby wit you ,  cuz if you don ' t ,  
you gon ' a have troub le . "  

Well , now dis  f ellah he ' s  skeared an ' his parents is all skeared , j oo see . So 
they goes roun ' through d e  country , you unders tand , an ' barers [ borrows ] a little 
infant baby , you understan ' .  He ' s  supposed to carry it . So he sets aroun ' home 
till aftah about time dat he thinks is ever ' thing in fair ly good shape . He takes 
dis b�by in his arms an ' goes on wid dis bone an ' he goes on down you unders tan ' . 
So when he gits  near de church h e  sees her come out de graveyard . But she ' s 
walkin ' fast dat time - walkin ' f as t comin ' out [ as if ] she don ' t wan ' a  stop . 
[Then] she stands and looks . S o  he walks on down , you understan ' , an ' a  when he 
gits purtty clo s e  to her , she ' s lookin ' at him den real venimous . So he presents 
her dis bone . 

Aftah present in ' her dis bone , she  takes it  away from him - f laps it  out his 
hand . She says , "Yes , an ' if you didn ' t have dat litt le infant baby wit j oo 
tonight , I ' d tear you up . "  [ Snow Hi11 , Md . ,  (93) , 6 : 6 ;  happ ened a litt le  west 
of  Knoxville , Tenn . , says informant . ]  

1114 . I ' ve also heard that spirits do not appear in a house wher e there is 
an in fant baby . [ Freder icksburg , Va . , (37) , Ed . ]  

1115 .  Ah heard dat chew could take g�veyaPd dipt offa a baby ' s grave an ' it 
would drive away evil spirits . But chew would have to mix dis dirt wit salt an ' 
gunpowd ers an ' it ' s  a per fume yo ' git  outa de drug s to ' - dey call it a - it ' s  a 
viol et per fume dat chew git out de drug s to ' . You mix dat together . 

[ Vio lets are a graveyard flower : Some peop le say that the unusua l ly lapge 
and beautiful vio le ts whiah the ahi ldPen used to love to gathep around the o ld 
desepted Seaman ppoperty [at Fourteenth and Main Street  [ [ Quincy , Illinois ] ] �  but 
no longep desepted ] wepe unusua lly beautiful beaause yeaps and yeaps ago thepe 
was a aemetepy there� and the graves having fa llen into abandon� neg leated by 
any pe tatives and fPiends� that the spiPits of the dead aultivated the natural 
[lowe1>s :(01) theip own sake � and that any that wepe p luaked and taken away immed
iatety �tted ana died� so that fina lly none but ahi ldPen evep ventuped to piak 
them. (FACI , 1st ed . , No . 10368 , p . 59 5 ;  2ed . , No . 15 238 , p . 7 03 . ) ]  [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) , 1987 : 4 . ] 

1 11 6 .  You get bazley . You take this bazley and you boil it . 
(You mean this vas eline out of  a bottle? ) 

BASIL No , bazley - it grows like a - smells sweet . 
(Basil? ) 
Bas il - sweet basil , they call it . 

( I s  it a flower ? )  [ I  s till was not too certain . ] 
It ' s  a leaf - it grows - you p lant it - you gets the bazley seeds and you 

plant i t , and it  grows and it smel ls nic e  and is good around the p lace . N ow , 
you take tha t bazley and you take some of those  leaves and you boil ' em .  And 
you take that wa ter and you get you a handkerchief and , for ins tance ,  put it in 
a bowl with j us t  a lit tle - that lit tle wa ter you boiled i t  in - and take it  and 
do all this [demons trat es ] . 

(Just wipe or wash yourself down . ) 
Ba the yourself with that - bathe yourself wi th that for nine mornings and they 
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can ' t do you no harm . 
(This sweet ba sil - is that called sweet bas il? ) 
Basil - you buy it at the seed s tore and you p lant i t . 
( I s  thi s  a kind of a flower ? )  
I t  comes up like - i t  has a litt le flowers on it when it ' s  going to seed . 
(Wha t co lor ar e those  f lower s ? ) 
Little whi te f lowers . [ Good . ] 
(Whi t e  f lowers . )  
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And sweet smell all over - you can j us t  put  your hand over it like that and 
smell it - nice basil , sweet bas i l .  

(Now , after you bathe that way , then wha t ? ) 
Just throw that water out for nine mornings and they can ' t  do you no harm . 
(Jus t throw that water any place? )  
Any p lace . [New Orleans , La . , (824) , 119 3 : 5 . ]  
1 117 . (You get this one drop of  b lood from that same b ug [ Be tsy bug] from an 

old hollow tree . )  
Yes , f rom a ole rot ten tree . You drop this b lood - one drop into a 

BETSY BUG cup of - into a haIfa teacup of greas e .  Then you get a p i ece o f  
saltpeter about a s  b i g  as a red b ean .  Get a teacup o f  sweet milk . 

You s ee you mix that all up tog ether . You g ive that to that person that has been 
tricked and poisoned. They wull throw it up . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 79 ) , 90 5 : 1 . ] 

1118 . I know on one occasion John Crutchf ield was t elling me he stayed at a 
hous e one night ; nobody could s t ay there and he went in there . And thing s got so 

disagreeab le  in there that he couldn ' t  do nothing - very noisey , threw 
BIBLE the cover o f f  o f him , moved h is s tuff  around . Finally , he got a Bible 

that he had and s tarted reading it backwards , and he began to pray , and 
the spirit lef t and he got along all right . [ Frederi cksburg , Va . , ( 3 7 ) , Ed . ;  
King George Co . , Va . ,  1906 . ] 

1119 . Whenevah ah ' m  a fraid o f  someone doin ' me harm ah read the 3 7  Psalms 
[ Psalm 37 ] an ' co ' s e ah leaves the Bible open with the head of it turned to the 
eas t as many as three days . An '  den some t imes ah read i t  an ' ah have read i t  an ' 
lef t  it open nine days - each mawnin ' until af tah twelve at ea tin ' an '  [ then ] ah 
closed i t . An '  ah f ound out that it  r e ' lly did help me . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 28 ) , 
1510 : 14 . ] \ 

1120 . Chills - like if  you ar e subj ect to chills every day , you get the 
b i t t erweed that grows the yellow flowers on t op and the cow eat s those weeds and 

it makes her milk b it t er .  We ll , if a person has got a chill , you 
BITTERWEED t ake this cord s tring and measur e  it around their wais t , when the 

chill is on them , and you measure j us t  the size of their wrist and 
you take this  thr ead . 

(Either wris t ? )  
Either wrist , either one . You take this thread ou t  t o  that b itt erweed and you 

bunch it all on this branch , you s ee , and t i e  tha t s tr ing around it . Thre e days 
after you do that , the weed ' l l die and there ' ll b e  no more chills . I learnt that 
when I was th irteen years old . [ New Or leans , La . ,  (8 5 5 ) , 1352 : 3 . ]  

1121 . Coming ovah ag in - ah goes on an ' take some of  de same stuf f , some of 
dat oil . Ah rub mah wif e nine mawnin ' s  with it . De b Zack cat oi Z - yes sir . 

BLACK CAT OIL 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKER TABLETS 

Rub s her nine mawnin ' s  with i t  an ' ah g ive her 
several High John de Conker Tab Ze ts - several . 
(Wher e do you g et thos e? ) 
Ah ord er s  d em  from Chicago , from King Neverson 

[Neilson? ] . Ah g ive her seven of dem o  She been up goin ' ever since . [ Small
time root worker. For prot ective Black Cat Wishing-Bone see subsection Hands . ]  
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[ Florence �  S .  Car . , ( 1334) , 2302 : 4 . ] 
1122 . Tea of  silkweed � snakeroot ,  b lack mas ter [ roo t ] , gourd and 

BLACK MASTER cedar berr ies cur es aunjuration [ ins ide a person] . [ Norfolk , Va . , 
(Madam Grif f en , see margin-title Madam Grif f en) , 53 3 : 1 . ] 

1123 . I ' ve heard of them taking b lack pepper and putting i t  in the sho e  to keep 
a person from getting the dir t out of  their footpr int .  They said the f ootprint 

won ' t r egister in the sand if they have bl�ck pepper in the shoe . 
BLACK PEPPER [ Snow Hi ll , Md . ,  ( 83 ) , 2 : 22 ;  Nansemond Co . , Va . ]  

[ Black pepper like red pepper usually occurs in comb inations of 
ingr edients ; it  being les s f requen tly used than r ed . ] 

1124 . My father was s i ck and we had the doctor come attend him and the doctor 
t ended him and he couldn ' t  diagnose his cas e .  So we changed doctors and the 

[ second ] doctor waited on him about two weeks or more . He d idn ' t 
BLACKROOT s eem to do any good and we changed to ano ther [ third ] doctor . And 

we got  him and he said , "Well , I don ' t  see I kin do any good for him , 
b ecuz I think he ' s  poisoned.  I I  [ Would a Doctor of Medicine say this? See my 
comment s in Introduct ion . ]  

So a ole lady told me to go an ' see a ole man by the name of S immons . And I 
went and got a ole man by the name of Simmons and he came there and h e  talked to 
my f a ther and he told me , he said , " Come on b oy and go in the wood s with me . "  
And he got some whut th ey call b lackroot - that ' s  a weed that grows in the woods , 
a round root , r igh t black , something like a little po tato - and r ed oak b ark . 

[ For oak , see No . 1060 , p . 402 , also margin-t itle OAK later ,  and Index . Black
root is a name for a numb er of plants , the present one probably b eing ChaenoZobus 
unduZatus , indigenous to Southern U . S . A . , and having b lack tuberlike root s tocks . ]  

And he sent me to the drug s tore while he ' s  boilin ' them to get him five cents 
worth of b luestone and alum mixed . And he boil that and he made a tea out of 
that and he strained it , let it cook and he told him to take two swal lahs of it 
three t imes a day .  And the first swallahs - the f ir s t  two swallah s  - that my 
father taken of it  he vomit somepin j is '  as gpeen as gpass [ a  usual expres sion 
for vomit caused by inside aunjuration ] .  Then he got kin ' a  relief on the nex ' 
dose he taken . He didn ' t vomit . But on the third one he vomit again . Then 
[ this third time] he vomi t up s omep in there - it look somep in like j elly . Then 
he commence to gettin ' a little b etter and finally he kep t on takin ' i t  unt il he 
did g et so he could get out . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 294) , 215 : 3+85 ; year 1906 . ]  

1125 . An '  dere ' s  a root dey cal l de b lacksnake root . Yo ' kin 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT carry d at in yore pocket an ' dere can ' t  anything harm yo ' . 

(Nothing could hurt you? ) 
By walkin ' ovah i t .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1067 ) , 1726 : 10 . ]  

1126 . Heard dem say yo ' go in d e  woods like dat an ' git yo ' some r at t lesnake 
marster or b lacksnake root , an ' git a s tr ing an ' t ie it tight in so many knots . 

(How many knots ? )  
About six knots - dat ' s  a long string . Well , yo ' wear that round yo ' .  If  yo ' 

don ' t  yo ' have to , yo '  know , keep it in yor e pocketb ook - or either wear it round 
yo ' . Dey say yo ' holdin ' d em  den .  

(By wearing tha t root - that ' s  the way you d o  it? ) 
Yes sir , that ' s ,  yo ' know , he pin de othah f ellow .  Yo ' know , lak somebody WllS 

goin ' hupt chew an ' yo ' gi t dat root , why yo '  tyin ' ' em  up . S ee ,  yo ' j es '  tie 
dem kno t s  - j es '  as many kno t s  - why yo '  tyin ' dem up .  

(You don ' t  men t ion anybody ' s  name or anything ? )  
No s ir , yo ' j es '  tyin ' ' em  up . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1185) , 19 98 : 18 . ]  
1127 . [ In the two preceding b eliefs blacksnake root was a protec tion ; here 

it is  a cripp ling poison ,  wh ich r eminds us again that everyth ing dep ends upon 
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in ten t ion .  ] 
My mo ther ' s  sis t er was fixed l ike tha t . This guy wen t out in de wood s and he 

g o t  s ome b la cksnake r oo t , and he went and ki lled a r a t t lesnake and he g o t  some 
b lood o f f  it and he cut o f f  de rattlesnake ' s  he ad , and bur ied it underneath the 
d o o rs t ep and d e  nex t  morning when s he s t ep out - you know ,  she had to s t ep r igh t 
over i t , h er fo o t  f a s t ened up in her back and she s ti l l  go ab out in dat po s i t ion . 

( I t  s t ill f as tened in her back? ) 
I t  s t ill f as t ened in d e  back and she walk on crutch e s . 
(He got th e ratt lesnake and caugh t the b lood and cu t i t  up wi th thi s b lack

snak� roo t . ) 
Wi th th e b lacksnake r o o t  and bur ied i t  under de s t ep s . D e  f i rs t pers on that 

s t eps over tha t , tha t ' s the one g o in ' g et i t , see . 
[ The firs t person that s teps over that i s  s ome t imes heard , b ut i t  violates the 

wid ely accep t ed s a f e ty rule of It Warn ' t  Put There For You , No . 653 , p . 2 20 . ]  
[ Char les ton , S .  Car . , (506) , 5 5 5 : 15 . ] 

1 1 28 . I t ell yuh I he ar d  ' em  s ay wher e  - s ay d ey go up d e  s tr e et and get t en 
cent wor t h  - d ey say d ey g e t  de bloodroot . 

(The b loodroo t . )  
BLOODROOT I hear ' em  say de b loodroot and High John de Conquer .  I hear ' em  

t ell d a t e And dey s ay dey take dat and make a t ea of i t . And put 
tab le s al t  wi th it d ey says and dey take it and make a salve o f  it , and rub s 
dey se1f d own good wid i t , dey s ay s , and d ey c an b ec ome s o  dat p eople can ' t do 
any th ing wi th ' em . I heard dat e 

(Well , wher e wou ld they rub thi s  salve ? ) 
Dey say d ey r ub f rom d er e  neck to de f ee t . 
(From the neck all the way down to the f e e t . )  
And say you rub your hand s j us t  like d at [ demon s t r a t e s ] ,  and say dey rub s  ' em 

r ight on ou t , and dey can ' t  do no th ing wi th ' em . 
(That ' s  to thr ow the s p e l l  o f f  you . )  
Throw d e  spell o f f . Dey say that throws de sp ell o f f .  
(Oh , tha t i s  u s e d  whe� -the s p ell i s  on , already ? ) 

Yes , s ir , and to f ilC '1 t  s o  d ey can ' t put de spell on y ou . [ P e ter sburg , Va . , 
( 4 44 ) , 41 7 : 3 . ] 

1129 . Wel l , you ' v e  go tta go to work then to g et you s ome - you kin dress your 
home , you have to dre ss your home wi th b tues tone �atep to keep down all d anger , 

you see . You spr inkle s  with that every morning - you spr inkle your 
BLUESTONE h ome wi th b tues tone watep . You have a spr inkler , you know , and you 

go r ound and you sprinkle all ar ound your s t ep s  and everyth ing like 
tha t . Tha t kills out the p ower o f  every th ing .  Blu e s tone i s the s trong e s t thing 
in th e wo r l d  that you could us e .  [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 1037 : 7 . ] 

1130 . Wear powd er ed b lue s to ne in bo th shoes ; chang e b 1ues tone once a week . 
[ Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 233 : 1 . ] Blue s tone worn in b ag round neck . [ Richmond , 
Va . , ( ? ) , 33 6 : 1 . ] I f  f eet swo llen from walking over s ometh ing [ s ur face or bur i ed 
hoodoo ob j ec t ] , b a the wi th b 1ues tone and s u lphur and thr ow some [ of thi s  wat er ] 
ab out door . [ No r fo lk ,  Va . ,  ( ? ) , 530 : 6 . ] Burn b lues tone in hous e ;  kills evi l  and 
aunjura tion . [ Charle s t on , S .  Ca r . , ( 502) , 546 : 10 . ] 

1131 . E f  anyb ody g o t  de bad d i s eas e , yo ' kin take shoe s o le an ' 
BRAMBLE BERRY burn i t  [ and t ake th es e ashes ] an ' b lues t one an ' alum [ and ] bram-

boob er ry [ b r amb 1eb erry ] root an ' b o i l  it an ' mix i t  together an ' 
g ive him . Let d em  take a tab lesp oonfu l ev ' ry three times a day an ' mix physic 
s alts in i t , an ' sp it some on dos e  sores . Dat ' s  a s o li d  cur e f o r dat , ' c aus e  
ah ' ve cur ed many people w i t  dat e [ Here ar e c omb ined the magic r i t e  spi tting (see 
No . 1057 , p . 40l) - o f t en  to show cont emp t for s p ir i t  caus ing troub le - and the 
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mag ic healing sub s tance saliva (see Index) . ]  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1141 ) , 1858 : 5 . ] 
1132 . Git yo ' se1f some 20 muZe borax and ba the yo ' se1f in it  - in 1uke

BORAX warm wat er and if any thin , went wrong , why you bathe yo ' se1f all ovah 
and dey won ' t hurt ch ew .  [Mobile ,  Ala . , ( 6 69 ) , 883 : 6 . ] 

113 3 .  I f  yo ' th ink dat chew got something in yo ' ,  yo ' know , poison ; then i f  yo ' 
take a dose of brims tone , i t  couldn ' t  stay in yo '  - yo ' d  have to throw i t  up . 

(What kind o f  poison do you mean? ) 
BRIMSTONE Ah mean ordinary poison - ah don ' t  mean drug poison . 

[ He means cunjure or hoodoo poison , as drug poison and br ims tone 
show .  S ince br imstone comes from the devil it is of t en us ed against his work . ] 
[ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1347 ) , 2330 : 3 . ] 

1134 . Burn a broomst raw if a chile won ' t  walk [ and with the charred end ] put 
some cross  marks ' gin [ agains t ]  de bo ttom o f  ea ch one of his f eet and he ' ll walk 

in eigh t or nine days . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1223) , 2079 : 7 . ] 
BROOM 1135 . Yo ' takes d e  broomstraw [ f rom a used broom] , dey say s , an ' boil it  

an ' boil  it in watah t ill i t  comes r ight ye11ah - hi t ' 11 come ye11ah . 
Dey say yo ' kin drink dat ; cure any kinda co ld . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 1443 ) , 
2614 : 10 . ] 

1136 . Dey take two brooms traws an ' wear it  right in de mole [mold ]  of  dey 
haid . Well , dat ' s  j es t  only a li t t le s imp le remedy fo ' headaches - 1ak if some 
p eople got a headache , well dat broomstraw i s  f o ' dat purpose . I t ' s  no evi l 
purpos e  in that . [New Or leans , La . , ( 15 7 2 ) , 2880 : 4 . ] 

1137 . I f  someb ody have come to yore hous e an ' yo '  don ' t want them come there 
agin or somethin ' 1ak that , take three s traws out chure broom an ' put t em up ovah 
yor e do ' ther e an ' � one of ' em , "Name de Father , Name of d e  Son an ' Name of 
de Ho ly Sp irit , "  an ' den yo ' put a li t tle sulphur an ' s alt on it an ' t ell it whut 
chew want it tuh do . Tel l it , "Name of de Father , Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  ah don ' t  
want ' em  tuh come b ack heah no mo ' , ah don ' t  want ' em  return . "  Let them straws 
stay up there an ' don ' t take ' em  down . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 25 59 : 4 . ] 

1138 . I have heard tha t sometimes , if they die dissatis f ied abou t something 
and they will keep coming back unt il they tell somebody ,  if the gho s t  comes in 
the door annoying you ab out midnigh t , that is the time they usually come , put 
nine brooms traws across the door so they j oin together , and they can ' t  cross  it . 
A broom sweeps out . That will sweep the spirit out . [New York City , (4 ) , Ed . ]  

1 139 . Jes ' lak if somebody goin ' come to yor e house an ' - yo ' take the nine 
s traws out d e  broom an ' you set those straws - 1ak i f  yo ' have a p iece o f  cloth , 
yo '  set those straws an ' yo ' take nine need les an ' s tick in those straws into the 
[ cloth] p iece , an ' yo ' put it up ovah yore do ' wher e  dose p eop les comes in , an '  
put dere name behin ' de [ cloth ] piece 1ak dis , " In d e  Name of de ·Father an ' de 
Son , ah want chew tuh stay 'way . "  Dey come all in at  one time an ' dey goin ' out 
de back do ' an ' d ey won ' t come in no mo ' .  [ Fayetteville , N .  C . , ( 14 23 ) , 2569 : 1 . ] 

1140 . Heard of ' em  usin ' a broom s tr ing - dey use dat fo '  cramps . I f  someone 
have tricked yo ' ,  yo ' take a broom string . Firs t yo ' t ake it from de oppos it e  
end an ' den dip i t  in s ome vinegar , an ' den take i t  an ' br ing it roun ' yore waist  
an ' tie i t  in nine knots all  de way . An '  dat  drives de cramp s  away . 

(You said , when you have cramps you tie this string , f rom the broom , round 
your wai s t , and tie nine knots in it and let the knot s s tay over your navel . )  

Le t  it hang ovah de navel . 
[You unwind the s tr ing backwards f rom the broom , beg inning at de opposite end , 

the las t  par t o f  the string s ewed to the broom . This is a backwards rite , one 
of many r eversing actions in magic l ]  [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 1419 ) , 2 555 : 4 . ] 

1141 . Ah heard dat yo '  kin take a broom an ' put it ' cross d e  do ' an ' if it ' s  
a person dat has bad wishes against yo ' or  any evil agains t yo ' , dey wouldn ' t  
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walk ovah i t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 5 ) , 24 1 1 : 15 . ] 
1142 . You can take a broom and take two s traws ou t of that broom - of cours e ,  

j is ' like I ' m s i t t ing here - when I git ready t o go out I wouldn ' t  pay attention 
what ' s  on this f loor . You take tho s e two s t r aws and you cr oss them , j us t  like I 
would put one here and one ther e and put ' em  any p lace she have to go and s i t  
down . Jus t  p u t  them wher e she gotta walk over to g o  and s i t  down . Bu t you 
g o t t a  cross ' em - well , I say j us t  l ike tha t [ she shows how ] . Now , if she walk 
over them s traws - or ei ther you can put a broom down somewh ere and if she make 
a mistake and walks over that broom - or if she makes a mis take where you p ut a ,  
tie a hor s e  or any thing and she walk over that rop e - well , she ' ll never be 
delivered of i t . 

( She ' ll never deliv er that ch ild . )  
Noooo . 
Ju s t  an ordinary broom , and either walk over a rope t ied to a hor s e . [New 

Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 5 ) , 1 3 50 : 7 . ] 
1143 . Yo ' take broom sage [ broom s edge = broom gras s ] ; d e  o le-time broom sage 

whu t people used tuh sweep f lo ' s wit . Dat whut yo ' sp eakin ' of [not of the 
modern broom ] . 

(Yes . )  
All right . Yo ' go to de - if yo ' got any o le smokehouse or wher evah yo ' keep 

it an ' yo ' take t hi s  broom sage an ' make yo ' a t ea of f it an '  dr ink i t . Dat will 
break up de croup .  

(Break up the croup . You mean th i s  old- fash ioned home-made broom? What they 
made out o f  br oom s edge? ) 

Yes , but chew go an ' br eak it lak dat . [ Faye t t evi lle , N .  C . , ( 1 3 97 ) , 2 5 16 : 4 . ]  
[ Broom rites are many - see Sweep ing , No . 1 0 6 1 , p . 402 , and Ind ex . ] 
1144 . In cases if a person is down s ick wit de rheuma t ic rheumatism and i t  

seems d a t  yo ' g o  t o  d e  doc tor - seem like dey can ' t cure it , yo l want a walk out 
in � e  woods and g i t  chew two buckeye balls an ' put in ea ch pocket and 

BUCKEYE wear ' em  in yor e pocket unt i l  de hul l  come s off o f  ' em .  An ' you gits 
r id o f  de rheumatism .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 65 6 ) , 9 3 5 : 1 . ] 

1 14 5 . Bull net tle . Well , yo ' make a t ea  out o f  that . Yo ' make a tea out a bull 
net t le an ' dr ink it an ' a t  leas t thi r ty day s or a l i t t l e  mo ' ,  i t ' ll cur e d e  wor se 

case syphilis . 
BULL NETTLE [ Bu l l  net t l e , also known as hor se net tl e , is a shor t prickly weed 

(So lanum caro Zinense) , a pas ture or lawn nui sance with purplish 
f lower and small yel low f ruit , common in eas t ern and southern U . S . A . , and once 
us ed for ep ilep sy . [Li t t le Ro ck , Ark . , (89 2 ) , 1 4 64 : 3 . ] 

1 146 . Wel l , in ano ther cas e of my mo ther ' s ,  they us ed on her a roo t  called 
Bu l l  of de Wood s , and b lack snake roo t , and mad e  a t ea f or her and gave her dat . 

Well , dat brought it ou t of her . And she us ed to low 
BULL OF THE WOOD S ROOT j es t  l ike a cow - she was turrb le bad o f f . 

[ The doctor gave her buZ Z  of the woods becaus e she low 
jest Zike a cow - simi lia simi Zibus curantur , see Like Cures Like , p . 39 4 , and 
Ind ex . ] 

(Well , what d id they giv e  her to make her that way ? )  
They fixed her in a fresh fish .  She was v ery f ond o f  fresh f ish and they had 

s tay ed at my home . So thi s lady ' s husband used to go f ishing - s e t  trap s  for de 
f ish , you know . So she fixed de f i sh . But my mo ther suff ered turrib le .  

(What d id they p ut in that fish , then? You know ? ) 
Uh-huh , they put snake dus t in i t . 
[ The connection b e tween snake dus t and Zow like a cow i s  no t so remo t e  if the 

snake had re cently sucked a cow . For thi s  b elief see FACI , 2 ed . , No s .  1567 -157 4 ,  
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pp . 62-63 . As near as I can come to a cow lowing for a snake ins tead of a calf is 
the following : "A cow will b ecome so at tached to this snake tha t she will hold 
back her milk at night  • • •  The cows do like the snakes to suck th em ;  would rather 
have a snake any day than a calf to suck" No . 15 6 7 , p . 62 . ] 

(Where did that happen? ) 
I t  happened at her home in Warren County , North Carolina . [Nor folk , Va . , 

(48 6 ) , 5 15 : 1 . ]  
1147 . Well , there ' s  a little wil low tha t grows about tha t big [ d emons trates 

height ] and i t  spreads all out - it ' s  called but ton willow . [ Cepha lanthus 

BUTTON WILLOW 
OR BUTTON BUSH 

oacidentalis L .  Probably button bush - unr elat ed to true 
willows . ] 
( I t  grows about four or five f eet ta ll? ) 
That ' s  all . 

(Grows by the river ? Water ? )  
Yes , s ir , many thousands o f  ' em - look white - looks like a s tone mountain 

flower when you o f f  a dis tance - only this one is white . But when you get to it , 
ain ' t nothing to i t  - i t  ain ' t  no flower . You take that and you get  two or thr ee 
limbs and break it up - small enough to get it into a vessel and boil it in a 
ga llon of water down to a half gallon of wa ter . And you kin take that and get 
you some gr ain alcoho l and put you - well in that quar t of wa ter you put in about 
a half of a half pint and you sweeten it . 

You take a half of a half of  a pint of grain alcohol , you unders tand , and you 
pour that into that half a gallon of button-willow wa ter that you boil down , and 
th en you sweeten it . And then you put you about - well , somewhere around about 
two tab lespoonsful of sweet spir its  of niter into that , and you le t her take a 
tablespoonful of i t  about every three and a half hours .  And them chills is  go ing 
to leave her . Same thing with the typhoid fever . Hi t ' l l sweat her and hit ' ll 
work her j us t  the same a s  any other kind of medicine or purgative medi cine that 
you kin give her - something like them - p ills or calomel or something like that . 
Hi t ' ll clean her system up - do away �h those chills - yes , s ir . [ Vicksburg , 
Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 6) ,  1035 : 2 . ] 

1148 . Say , if yo ' ketch a buzzard an ' kill ' im  an ' boil ' im  an ' g i t  de grease 
ou t of  ' im an ' rub yo ' s elf with it  r ight good , dey say yo ' lucky an '  prosperous 
in all whut yo ' goin ' undertake . Jes ' rub it on yore hands . It ' vaporates right  

BUZZARD 
in . I t ' s  got a bad odor , but as it ' vaporate in yo ' ,  continue in yo ' -
if the j ob gives out , kill another buzzard an ' g i t  his grease . Dey say 
it ' s  good fo ' yo ' - it  keeps yo ' j ints [ j oin t s ]  loos ened , it ' s  good for 

rheumatism .  [ St . Pet er sburg , Fla . , (1088) , 1631 : 4 . ] 
1 14 9 . Take de buz zard an '  cook ' im up an ' let de oil - g i t  dat oil  from ' im , 

g i t  dat oil from ' im whu t chew call greas e , yo ' know , suh , an ' you kin rub in i t 
ev ' ry mawnin ' or ev ' ry night whenevah yo ' bathe o f f . Yo ' g i t  s o  limb er you can ' t 
walk , i f  you us e too much of it - it make active . [ Lit t le Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 5 ) , 
1465 : 15 . ] 

1150 . Ah ' ve heard talk of a bu zzard . Now , yo ' take a buzzard - j es ' lak a 
p erson is whut we migh t call rheumatism or somep in lak d at , stif f-j ointed . Yo ' 
take a buzzard an ' kill ' im  - take a buzzard an ' kill  it  an ' pick ' im .  Yo ' lay 
' 1m up somewher e an ' let l im  dry . Yo ' put a pan under ' im an ' ketch dat grease . 

Take dat buzzard grease an ' rub wit it - makes it  [ j oints ] j es t  as s li ck an ' 
limb er . Now , dat ' s  whut chew call - yo ' kin take dat grease an ' go through a 
keyho le in a do ' .  [ This sounds like the wi tch oi l (see No . 456 ; cf. 440-4 4l , 445 , 
451)  used by wi tches to go through keyholes (see 4 2 9 , 445 , 455) . ]  [ Waycros s , 
Ga . , ( 1097 ) ,  17 7 3 : 2 . ] 

11 5 1 . De bu zzard , yo ' use him fo ' his greas e  f o ' a chi le dat i s  born an ' 
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nevah walks - yo ' greas e with it . An '  a person dat is stif f-limbed an ' a person 
dat has rheumat ism uses his gr ease - d e  red-head one , de b uzzard . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  ( 1 206) , 2038 : 2 . ]  

1 15 2 . Brims tone an ' fa t- Lighter [ pine] sp linters  an ' feather s an ' tar - j es '  
burn round yor e place . Dat ' ll kil l  all poison - all ever ' thin ' yo ' [ someone ] go t 
down dere , can ' t nob ody do nuthin to yo ' .  

(What kind of  f eathers would they b e? ) 
Bu z zard feather s . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1066) , 1724 : 7 . ] 
1153 . Heard of ' em  takin ' buzzard feather s an ' runnin ' p eople of f - fixin ' 

' em  [ as a pro tective device ] . Yo ' take dem feathers  an ' yo ' carry it horne an '  
yo ' burn dat feather t ill yo ' burn i t  in a ashes . An ' put i t  in any kind a lit tle 
can an ' s et it af ire  - let it  b urn into ashes . Yo ' take dat feather [ ashes ] an ' 
yo ' put it in some vinegar - pu t it in some vinegar an ' let it set fo ' three 
momin ' s . An '  when yo ' set it fo ' three mornin ' s  yo ' kin t ake dat vinegar [ and 
ashes ] an ' sprinkle it either on de s t eps or any porch - on de b ack porch or de 
f ront . If  anybody yo ' had dat yo ' don ' t want ' em round yo ' , yo ' sprinkle it -
an ' yo ' s ee ' ern comin ' yo '  sprinkle it . When dey git  dere dey ' ll turn round an ' 
go b ack .  Dey can ' t corne no further den d e  step s - wit d e  buz zard feathers . 

(You b urn that buzzard feather and then put the ashes in the vinegar ? )  
Yes - d e  ashes in vinegar . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2006 : 2 . ]  
1154 . Now yo ' take a buz zard , long [ about ] - yo ' know dere ' s a time of de 

year dat d e  buzzards are nestin ' , if yo ' kin git chew a buz zard alive an ' carry 
him to some s ecret place wher e nobody knows nuthin about it . Wel l , yo ' know a 
buzzard is a kinda funny thing . Yo ' feed him diff ' rent things an ' some he vomit 
some an ' some might come ou t de othah way . Wel l , yo ' take some of both an ' put 
it together an ' put it in a sack of s ome sort to where yo ' kin tie it . 

Mayb e some of  yore people long ago had s ome of these things d id to ' em  - de 
tricks yo ' know , had ' em  walkin ' like a frog or hoppin ' .  J es t  keep it , yo ' know , 
where he [patient ] kin s leep on it fo r s everal days an ' he not knowin ' anything 
about it . An '  den yo ' take it an ' make him a b elt of  s ome sor t where he kin wear 
it round his wai st unt il da t s tuf f became hard - j es t  hard like a brick , hard 
j es t  like a brick . An '  d e  thing da t d ey have did to h im  dat causin ' him tuh be 
dat way will go up in dat bag where dat s tuff  is . 

(That i s  to cur e him . ) 
Dat ' s  tuh cure him . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1163) , 19 41 : 3 . ] 
1155 . A buz zard lays twelve eggs , you see , j us t  like twelve and - and all of 

the eggs hatches . Now , i t  g o t  a buzzard test - that ' s  for a man t o  d o  anything , 
but you g o t ta make the buzzard get the test .  Now , the buz zard , she sets on her 

egg s and after she sets on her eggs , she goes of f to feed exact ly 
BUZZARD ROCK thiryY minut es . You go t ta go to the nes t and take one of them 

eggs out of the nest when she go off the nes t feeding . You know 
she feeds  thirty minutes , [ therefo re] you boil the egg about f if t een minut es and 
then you s lip back there and put that egg in the nes t .  Now she going to hatch 
all them buz zards but that one egg , and she going to  s i t  on that one egg nine 
days . Af t er she s ee that egg don ' t ha tch , she going off and get something and 
put on [ te s t ]  the eg g . Then she s ee that egg was not good . And then , when she 
s ee that egg was not good , she going to take all her young ones away f rom there 
and she going to leave that tes t there . What  she lef t ther e - a little rock or 
something and you going to get that little rock . You take that little ro ck and 
do anything in the wor ld with i t , but you gotta make the buzzard get i t  though . 

(You mean she goes away to f eed herself for thirty minut es ? )  
Yeah , goes f eeds herself and tha t ' s  the time you get the egg out o f  that nes t 

and you get  tha t  buzzard tes t .  If you get that , why you kin go any place without 
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being seen . 
( I  see . They can ' t see you . ) 
They can ' t see you . 
(This egg that isn ' t any good - it turns to a rock? ) 
No , the egg don ' t turn to a rock . She goe s  o f f  and gets something - we li ' b le 

be walking over it but you don ' t know wha t it i s . She goes gets it . You gotta 
make her go get it . And she put it on her egg to see was the egg good , and af ter 
she f ind out the egg was no good and it didn ' t  hatch , then she going to leave 
there , but [befor e  the tes t] she going to s it on the egg nine days . 

(After she f inds out that egg is no good with that rock - she tes ts  that egg 
with the rock? ) 

Yeah , she tes t s  tha t - we call it a buzzard tes t .  
( A  buzzard tes t.  And she f inds out tha t tha t  egg is n o  good . )  
No good . 
( Then she j us t goes on away . )  
She go on away . 
(And she le"aves both the egg and the rock in the nest ? )  
Leaves the egg and the rock and you goes there and gets that . 
(You j us t  take the rock - you don ' t get the egg ? )  
You don ' t get the egg , j us t  get the rock . [There are similar stories of the 

raven . ] [New Or leans , La . ,  (859) , 1367 : 9 . ]  
1156 . Go to a buz zard . Well , now ah have heard o f  a lotta people dat seen it 

but ah have nevah seen it done yet . Dey t el l  me dat chew kin go to a buz z ard 
nest when dis hen is on her nest layin ' - ready f o ' hatchin ' . Dey tell me dat a 

buzzard nes t  is made on de ground , not built up high in de tr ees . 
BUZZARD ROOT Yo ' go to dis nes t  an ' yo ' takes yo ' a s tick - a long stick dat 

chew kin s tand about five feet from dis nes t - an' yo ' push de 
aig s ou t dis  nes t . An ' she has one big aig in de middle - a large aig in de 
middle . S ee , yo ' take da t st ick an ' yo ' rake dat aig to you ,  an ' yo ' puts dat 
a ig in yore pocket . Den yo '  takes dose othah aigs an ' yo ' takes yor e han ' an ' 
put ' em  back in dere . Don ' t put ' em  back with de s tick , j es '  put ' em b ack wi t 
chure han ' . 

Now when she come to git  on dis nest , yo ' see , she ain ' t gon ' a git on dis nes� 
' fore she know dat somethin ' wrong ' cause dat b ig aig not dere . An ' a fter she 
g i t  on de nes t , [ if she doesn ' t see the big aig]  , she gon ' a git  of f an ' she gon ' a  
f ly away , an ' when she come back she gon ' a  bring whut dey call a male or man 
buzzard back with her . An '  af ter she br ing him back he gon ' a  have a poot . Dey 
tell me he gon ' a  have a POot in his mouth an ' he gon ' a test de aigs by dis poot . 
Now , if anybody put dey hands on dose aig s ,  dat poot is to let him know and he 
ain ' t gon ' a  let ' er git on de nest . 

Well , now dey tell me if yo ' kin gi t a chance to hit ' im  hard enough to git 
dat poot dat he put down dere , dey says dat poot 's good fo ' dif f ' rent othah 
things . But ah don ' t see how it could be good fo ' some thin , - yo ' don ' t put 
nuthin with it , j est  a lucky poo t .  I t  j es '  lak a person u s e  a b Lack cat bone 
or lak dat - if yo ' don' t put nuthin on i t , dey tell i t ' s b etter luck wit hit . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (li43 ) , 1866 : 3 . ]  

1 157 . I have a 'sis ter and she was hUl't and she j is ' started to s creamin ' an ' 
holler in ' and we didn ' t know exactly what was wrong with her . And so we j is '  run 

aroun ' and as t dif f ' rent ones . And so they told us to g e t  some 
CARAWAY SEED caraway seed and b lues tone and salt [ three thing s ]  and rub her wit 

i t ; and ever time we rub her with it , tha t we mus t say , " In the 
Name of  the Lord and the Holy Ghos t , " and rub her down ; and give her brims tone 
in water - yo ' know , the wat er drunkt off  of tha t . Let her drink it . O f  course 
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we had to do o ther things . We used sulphur . We rub her with some of  it and then 
let her eat some of it . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (242 ) , 240 : 1 . ]  

1158 . Well , if anybody - now mos tly ah nuse [use ] dat to break - lak if 
dysente r y  or somepin lak dat , yo ' know . Or if yo ' b elieved yo ' re poisoned or 

somepin of de kind lak dat e  Well , den yo ' gi t ,  yo '  see , de  bark o f f  de 
CEDAR tree on de sundown side , an ' chip it sundown s ide , an ' yo ' ll boil dat an ' 

when yo ' boil i t , yo ' ll put a p iece o f  gumbo wax in it . Ah guess yo ' 
know dat e An '  yo ' make dat up as a powder an ' let it resolve [dissolve ]  an ' yo ' 
kin use dat e 

(What tree do you take tha t bark from? ) 
Yo ' kin take dat from e i ther a cedar tree or short-leaf [ p ine ] or a b lack gum 

or sweet gum ; either one of dem tr ees - shor t- leaf p ine , or posemaroy - Zeaf [pine ] 
or de th ing dat chew call long-leaf [ p ine ] . Yo ' us e either one of  dem o 

[ S ince I did no t ask ab out gumbo wax ,  I mus t have assumed she was talking 
ab out the mucilag inous sub stance o f  boiled gumbo (okra) . I did not ask which o f  
the three so-called cedars o r  tw o  b lack gums she used . Rosemary- Zeaf was unusual 
for rosemary p ine (= lob lolly = old-f ield) . ]  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1382 ) , 245 8 : 2 . ] 

1159 . De yallah jandep [ =  jandeps = j aundice ] ,  anything lak dat , yo '  g it a 
yallah hen an ' cook it an ' if yo ' can ' t  eat i t  all at one t ime , j es ' eat till 

yo '  eat i t  all yoreself - it ' ll cure dat e [ Way cross , Ga . , (1121) , 
1803 : 5 . ] 

CHI CKEN 1160 . Take a b lack hen an ' bury i t  alive . 
(Where? ) 
Bury it under de steps an ' that wi ll s top every thing . 

(What do you mean - s top what ? )  
Stop ' em if a per son wanted tuh harm yo ' - dey couldn ' t  git up to yo ' . 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1215 ) , 2061 : 11 . ] 
1161 . Go in the fowl coop - you know , go in backward s  while the chickens are 

in there , an ' as the chickens s tar t to f ly in ' out , why you come out an ' let them 
fly over you one by one as they comin ' out . You j is '  come f rom the back o f  the 
coop , an ' comin ' out like that an ' let them fly over you , an ' that care [ carry ] 
the chickenpox away . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 214) , 120 : 7+85 . ]  

1162 . My uncle was fixed oncest and they took a chicken , a b lack hen - he 
had a b lack snake in his arm . 

(He had a b lack snake in his arm? ) 
Yes , s ir - lady that had ' em [him] fixed put it ther e , and when the snake came 

ou t - when the hoodoo had the snake to come out , she say , "You kill a b lack 
chicken" - we had a b lack-feathered chicken - " and take that b lood and cook it 
and put over dat place . "  I t  healed dat - where dat snake had came out . Jes t 
take and use it as a salve , you know . [ Vicksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 7 44) , 10 14 : 8 . ] 

116 3 . Then ah 've  us ed a b lack hen ' s b lood fo ' dat - like dat e  Jes ' cut de  
hen ' s haid / off . Ah j es '  took de hen up an' j es ' le t it b l ed on it , an ' it  killed 
de shing le� . [Waycros s ,  G a . , ( 1148 ) , 187 4 : 3 . ] 

1164 . A b lack hen , now , dat ' s  for when anything - a snake or rat tlesnake 
b ites you . Wanta see wha t a ratt lesnake is , you j es '  go out here in de woods . 
I f  you is goin ' huntin ' purtty soon you s ee a rattlesnake down here [ in this 
part of the South ] . You know a rattlesnake look green-grayish ; you know you 
can ' t hardly know it ' s  a rat t lesnake less en you look down good . Well , if he 
b ites you , if  you kin git  to a frog or a b lack hen and cut him open while he 
i s  al ive - cut him open and put him on dat , it  will draw all  dat pizen out . 

[ The blood i s  the es sentia l  element in thes e split live-animal rites , which 
cure j us t  ab out everything . ]  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (504) , 55 5 : 2 . ] 

1165 . We had [ her e in the neighborhood ]  once [ about 1886 ] a sick boy and they 
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said somebody h�t him and he wa s ve ry low . Someone told him to ge t a b lack 
chi cken and cut tha t chi cken open - don ' t ki ll i t , and b ind i t  al ive to h i s  f e e t . 
They say that cur ed him of cunj�ation . They s aid it would draw i t  ou t [ through 
the f e et ] . [ Boxiron , Md . ,  by hand ; my no t e  " o l d  aunj�e -woman" in parenthe s es 
ind icates she hand led the cas e . ] 

1 1 6 6 . Ah ' v e  h eard dat chew could take a b lack hen ' s aig an ' it would cure a 
hunyun [ h ernia] on a baby ' s navel .  Yo ' know , j es '  like a b aby have a lar g e  navel 
an ' dey wear a bandag e around it - d a t  chew could take a b lack hen ' s aig , a fr esh 
hen aig s oon as she lay it an ' take i t  an ' rub it on a b aby ' s  nave l . Rub down 
h i s  nave l thr e e  t imes an ' bury it under d e  do ' s t ep , an ' it will carry d at away . 

(You mean that b ig bump on the navel ? )  
Y es s ir - i t  wou ld carry i t  away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) , 1 9 8 8 : 4 . ] 
1 1 6 7 . Yo ' kin take a chicken aig - if yo ' have a young chi ld b orn , take a 

fresh chicken aig an '  tie i t  up ovah de do ' an ' he cut all his teeth an ' yo ' 
won ' t  know when he cut ' em . [ Waycro s s , G a . , ( 1 1 2 1 ) , 1803 : 3 . ]  

1168 . Whenevah yo ' have a snake b i t e , yo ' j es ' take [ a] b lack ch icken d a t , 
chew know , her aig an ' bus t it an ' p ut it in - p las t er [ b roken egg ] anywhe r es on 
yo ' [ ! ]  an ' band i t  tight d ere an ' i t  draw d e  poison good out - d e  b lack chi cken 
aig . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 6 3 ) , 2 6 5 0 : 1 1 . ]  

1169 . De aig of a b lack hen i s  f o ' de smal lpox [ probab ly means chickenpox ] .  
Take an ' boil de aig - b o i l  de aig an ' drink de wa tah of a b la ck hen [�] fo ' 
de smallpox . [ Wilson , N .  C ar . , ( 14 5 5 ) , 2 6 4 6 : 13 . ] 

1 1 7 0 . They s ay if yo u ' ve g o t  a spell on you , you take a b lack hen egg - j is '  
wea r it in your b o s om f or three d ays . Then , a t  night , take i t  out an ' put i t  
und er your b ed ,  under your b ed o n  the f loor [ each night dur ing the three days ] . 
Th ey s ay tha t spel l ' ll leave r ight on y ou an ' go into tha t egg . Go out in the 
morning [ o f f our th d ay ]  and put i t  in de runnin ' wa ter - break it . [ Wilming ton , 
N .  Car . , ( 3 1 3 ) , 241 : 6+85 . ] 

11 7 1 .  A f resh aig an ' g i t  to de midd le of d em s teps an ' d ig yo ' a hole an ' 
turn de s harp end o f  i t  up an ' cover i t  up wi t salt - cover it up an ' a l l  de 
roo ts an ' things dey put dOwn c an ' t h�t me . Da t fresh aig an ' s a l t  sucks i t 
a ll up . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 240 ) , 2 1 11 : 5 . ] 

11 7 2 . Anybody would b e  b o therin ' yo ' , git ch ew two aigs , yessuh , an ' have 
s ome of yore fren ' s tuh throw ' em  at chew . Yo ' walk f rom yor e p lace yo ' s ee , an ' 
have d em  j es '  thr ow dos e  a ig s  in yor e b ack an ' yo ' feel dey bust , an ' d en dere ' s  
nobody kin troub le yo ' or nobody wil l  bother y o ' a tal l . 

(They j us t  have to break these eggs on your own back . ) 
Jes ' - no suh , don ' t break ' em  on yore b a ck , j es '  throw ' em  r ight tuh yor e 

feet chew know . 
( Br eak them b ehind y ou ? ) 
Right b eh in ' yo '  a t chur e f eet - any kinda ch icken aig s . 
(Two of them . That ' l l keep the law away or anybody that i s  trying t o  dis turb 

you ? )  
Yes , d ey even cain ' t  f in '  yo ' wher esomevah yo ' s  a t . [ Alg iers , La . ,  ( 15 7 5 ) , 

2899 : 3 . ] 
1 1 7 3 . Kin take d em  chicken f ea ther s  - oh , pr ob ' b ly s ix or eight ,  ah ' ve b e en 

to ld and burn ' em tog ether ; s e e , an ' enhale dat smoke and that wil l  heal yor e 
misery in de head . [Wa shing ton , D . C . , ( 6 3 8 ) , 6 2 5 : 3 . J 

1 1 7 4 . A b lack hen ' s  f eathah is good fo ' d i z z iness , if a per son has a fit . 
An '  yo '  g i t  de f ea thahs o f f  dat b la ck hen an ' yo ' keep her in yore home , an ' when 
he go tuh have one o f  thes e  f i t s yo ' g i t  these feathahs an ' yo ' burn ' em .  Jis ' 
as yo ' s e t  ' em  a f i r e  an ' dey s tar t tuh burn , y o '  b low de fire out an ' let de 
smoke es cap e up der e no s e  an ' dat ' l l surely cur e ' em .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
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( 1 33 1 ) , 2 2 9 2 : 6 . ] 
117 5 .  Black ch icken fea thers , they burn them tuh drive ev i l  sp iri t s , dey say .  
(Drive them away ? )  

Yes s i r  - tuh d r ive them away . [ Waycros s , Ga . , ( 11 5 4 ) , 1 8 9 2 : 4 . ]  
117 6 .  If yo ' have a lotta gho s t s  an ' thing s , or yore hou s e  i s  h anted , well , 

at nig h t  yo ' take a pan of chi cken f eather s an ' sulphur an ' put i t  in a pan an ' 
b urn i t . Dat ' ll [ al s o ]  keep all d e  ins ex [ insec t s ] from r ound yor e  hous e .  

(All th e s e  ghos t s  and things ? )  
Ye s s uh - dat ' ll shor e keep dem away . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 1 82 ) , 19 9 4 : 5 . ]  
1 1 7 7 . When yo ' th ink anybody has d one any thing to yore h ome , yo ' b urn chicken 

f eat he r s  and sulphur ther e . 
(What wi ll that do ? ) 
Say that wards o f f  wh a t  th ey have did . 
(You mean if t h ey a r e  trying t o  p lan t any th ing ar ound there or spr inkle 

any th ing ? ) 
You s e t , yo ' know , j e s t  like if yo ' wer e g o ing t o  fumiga t e  the house and b ur n  

tha t ; yo ' p u t  p epper , sulphur and ch i cken feather s together - r ather , t o  g e t  
b lack f e athers i s  t h e  b e s t  feather s . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 6 8 ) , 8 83 : 2 . ] 

1 1 7 8 . Wel l , yo ' j es '  have to s t rip up necked an ' ligh t d e  f i re an ' b urn h er 
f eath er s - s t an '  ovah i t  an ' b urn dat [ bad ] luck o f f  her . 

(Wha t do you burn ? ) 
---

Black h en an ' su lphur . 
( Black h en wh at ? ) 
Feather s .  
( And she s t ands in tha t smoke - tha t is j u s t  t o  gi ve her luck? ) 
Luck an ' succes s f u l . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 3 7 ) , 2 10 2 : 7 . ] 
11 7 9 . We l l , yo ' kin put dat in h o t  wa t er ,  yo ' know , an ' d en let d e  patient 

sit ovah dat to draw d own da t a f t erb i r th . Yo ' know , when yo ' f ind a woman dat 
can ' t pas s  dat a f t e rb i rth , yo ' kin t ake tho s e  ch icken feathers an ' make a hot 
b a th out o f  ' em an ' put i t  in dat hot wa ter an ' let her j es t  s i t  r igh t ova�at 
p an an ' d a t ' ll j es '  clear her r ight up . 

(Any kind of chi cken feather s ? ) 
Ye s  s ir .  [Waycr o s s , Ga . , (1166 ) , 19 60 : 7 . ] 
1 1 8 0 . Heard of ' em u s ing ch i cken f eather s f o ' t r oub le round de home . Dey 

take de feather s of a b la ck hen an ' s aturat e it wit sulphu r  an ' y o ' bury dat 
under yore d o ' s t ep . Dat wi ll run of f all d e  troub le an ' harm r ound yore home . 
[Waycr o s s , Ga . , ( 1162 ) , 1 9 3 8 : 3 . ] 

1 1 8 1 . Dey us e chi cken f e ather s , d ey say t o  take s p e lls o f f  people - d ap pled , 
d es e  speckled \ f eather s .  Yo ' take ' em  an ' yo ' put ' em  in a po t or a pan an ' yo ' 
f ry ' em  down 60 a med i c ine lak , an ' i f  dere anybody dat swo le up or roo t worked 
or s ome thin ' lak d a t , yo ' bathe ' em down wi th that . Yo ' cook d at [ f eather s ] 
down in pure lard . [ Faye t t ev i lle , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 6  - man , a roo t  doctor ) , 2 5 14 : 1 . ] 

1182 . (Th e s e  f ing ernai ls and t o enai ls ? )  
Toenails an ' par ch ' em - put ' em  in de s t ov e  an ' pa r ch ' em - cut ' em up r e al 

f ine b ef o ' yo ' parch ' em an ' then yo ' t ake an ' put ' em in de s tov e . An '  they ' l l 
pu t i-dene [ iodine ] on ' em - i -dene - a f tah dey done d r i ed out . J is ' s ew ' em in 
a red f lannel an ' then git a li t t le piece of feather f r om a chicken an ' pu t  that 
in there wi th i t . 

(What wi l l  that d o ? ) 
Da t will keep d em from harmin ' yo ' . [ This is a p r o t e c t ive hand - see next 

sub s ect ion Hand s . ]  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 3 6 ) , 15 14 : 10 . ] 
1183 . Yo ' g i t  d e  ins ide of d e  chi cken g i z z ar d , s e e  - yo ' know when yo ' clean 

a ch icken , yo ' got a s kin yo ' pu lls out dat g i z z ar d . We ll , dat ' s  d e  p art yo ' 
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want - dat skin . Yo ' keep dat e Well , yo ' pound dat up an ' if yo ' were doatoT'in ' 
on anybody dat had any kinda poison in ' em ,  yo ' j es ' pound i t  up an ' put it  in 
his medicine or in water , whatsomevah yo ' g ivin ' ' 1m , an ' let him drink dat an ' 
yo ' would see dat poison leave . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1189 ) , 2 009 : 5 . ] 

1184 . Any chicken that you kill , they say b urn the head of i t . They say ,  but 
I don ' t  know - this what they call hoodooism - couldn ' t bother you or no thin ' . 
[ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 5 5 ) , 103 2 : 6 . ] 

1185 . Heard o f  ' em  usin ' chicken dirt - i t ' s  good take hives of fa bab ies , or 
e ithah nus e  [ us e ]  for j is '  any kinda , yo ' know , bumps that chew break out with . 
Yo ' kin take that an '  g ive ho t tea an ' i t  will break ' em out on ' em . [ L ittle 
Rock ,  Ark . , (89 5 ) , 1465 : 13 . ] 

118 6 . (How do you handle chickenpox? )  
Well , yo ' boil thi s tea - yo ' kin make i t  outa hen manure . Git dat whi te -

dat little wh ite speck on der e  an ' yo ' make tea outa it an ' den yo ' g ive it tuh 
de individual . Dat br eaks it out an ' also d ey begin tuh dry up . [Little Rock , 
Ark . , (900) , 147 3 : 14 . ] 

1187 . All you have to do is  go to the henhouse and get  some o f  that whit e 
hen manure .  Jes ' take and rub i t  on your . forehead and stroke your j aws wi th it , 
and they can ' t do  a th ing in the wor ld to you .  [ Fr edericksburg , Va . , (81) , Ed . ] 

1188 . You take a snake b i t e  - and if a snake b i te you , you can take chi cken 
manure and make a poult ice out o f  i t , you understand . See , like you got  a so re 
in among s t  ther e and the doc tors can ' t cure that sore , take chicken manur e and 
put i t  on that sore . You unders tand . And i t ' ll draw that sore and take all the 
inf lamma t ion out of it and heal it up . [New Orleans , La . ,  (850) , 1315 : 7 . ]  

1 18 9 . Chicken manur e?  They use that to ro t peop le teeth out .  
(How would they do it ? )  
Well if, a per son b i t e  another per son , they g et j ust enough for ' em  to do that . 
(Wha t  do they do ? )  
Rub ' em  - like chicken manure and sugar . You burn that sugar till i t  turn a 

dark brown , mix i t  wi th tha t chicken manure and rub i t  on that sor e , and it rot 
that person ' s teeth out sure as hell . 

(You mean , if they b i te you? ) 
I f  they bite you . [ The s tory told by Vander ' s  wife i s  surely an unsurpass ab le 

account for this rite - see No . 888 , p . 3l 9 . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 82 8 ) , 1218 : 5 . ]  
1190 . Yo ' bite ' em [ he bi tes you ] like toni ght and dey [ you ] go t a nice bunch 

of chickens - j es t  any kind of chi cken , you know . Ever ' mornin ' f er about nine 
mo rnin ' s  yo ' go out and you says yor e  prayers right at the chicken coop and j es t  
a s  yo ' g o  - j es t  as yo ' say de last prayer , las t work i n  de prayer , say , "Lord 
have mercy , "  you rub some of dat chicken manure over dere - r ight fresh chicken 
stu f f  and dat wil l rot  yore [ hi s ]  t eeth out . [ J acksonville , Fla . , ( 5 99 ) , 7 7 7 : 6 . ] 

1191 .  If a p erson should bite chew , go tuh de (dere)  [ transcriber ' s  comment ] 
chicken coop on a dark night an ' git so�e ,chicken dung an ' put on it an ' dere 
teeth wil l rot t en out . 

(Mus t i t  be on a dark night? ) 
Yes . 
(Any kind of chicken manure? ) 

Any kinda chicken manure . 
[De and dere meaning the and their or there are occas ionally so much alike i t  

is impos s ib le t o  dis tinguish them . Neither trans crib er nor I was cer tain wheth er 
the b i t t en victim went to his own or the biter ' s  ch icken coop . Dark night looks 
l ike biter ' s  - if so , it is unusual . ]  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 12 85 ) , 2182 : 4 . ] 

1192 . Dey say dey take chicken manure . Dey take it  and dey mix s ome o f  i t  
with anything d a t  chew drink - take and mix i t  up and you drink it . I f  you ever 
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drink any o f it all yore teeth will fall out chure ha id . A lo tta p eop le d o ' s  it 
fer revenge . [ J acksonvil le , Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 6 9 9 : 10 . ] 

1193 .  [ Th e  preceding t eeth r i t es us ing chicken manure are usual ; no t so usual 
ar e teeth rites u s ing chicken eggs that f o l low : ] 

A b lack hen egg i s  for to ro t yo ur t ee th out , something l ike that if a p erson 
b i tes cha o 

(How would you do that ? ) 
Well , if I ' d  b i te you and put a bad b i t e  

egg . You ' d  take tha t egg and br eak the egg 
p lace gets well your teeth gon ' a  fall out . 
h en ' s egg . [ Norfolk , Va . , (49 2 ) , 5 30 : 9 . ] 

on you , you would take a b lack h en ' s  
and r ubs it on this p lace . When this 
Bu t yo u gotta shorely ge t a black 

1 19 4 . I f  yo ' happ en to kis s  her - if you kis s a woman and she happen to lov e 
you so hard and ano ther woman g o t  d e  best r ight o f  her , she [ f irs t woman ] kin 
take and kiss you and den go and take a b la ck hen egg and wash h er mouth wit it 
and you kis s again and yo ' los e yor e t eeth . 

(Take a b lack h en egg and wash her mou th wi th i t . You mean wi th tha t  yo lk? ) 
No , de white . 
(Oh , the whi t e  o f  the egg . And you kiss her again , you ' ll lose your teeth . )  

You ' l l lo s e  a l l  your teeth - they wi ll r o t  down a l l  one by one . [ Char l es ton , 
S .  Car . , ( 525) , 6 28 : 1 . ] 

1 1 9 5 . [ Oil of c innamon is u sually conf ined to compound ed ingred i en t s . ] 
Now yo " g o  - ah go to de drug s t o ' . Yo ' know o i l  o f  cinnamon? Ah go gi t dat e 

Da t  cos t a d ime , o i l  o f  c innamon - ten cents . An ' ah g o , ah ' l l git d e  oil of 

CINNAMON 
c innamon , yo ' see , an ' yo ' takes dat an '  rub it on yo re hand s all de 
time . We ll , dat will keep yo ' out al l de troub le in d e  wo rld . 
[ After th is in formant leaves I comment to Telediphone : ]  

(End o f 1250 . Tha t f el low was a for tune- t e ll er . He d idn ' t s eem to know very 
much ab out my particular work . ) 

[ This means his unr ecord ed conver sation lacked in ter est or was t o o  d i f fus e .  
I p r obab ly appointed him an as s i s t ant contact man . For b o th o f  these see 
In troduction . ]  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1250) , 2 2 2 4 : 3 . ] 

119 6 .  I f  lightnin ' would hit a house an ' whenevah dey would swa l lah s ome o f  
dat f lame o r  smoke dataway an ' d ey take de b la ck cow ' s  mi lk an ' give ' em  a d rink 
o f  i t , d at d e  only thing wil l  r evive 'him , yo ' s e e , cause a f tah yo ' g i t  hit b y 

COW 
l ightnin ' or ket ch smoke or any thing da taway , it ke tch yo ' wit a sharp 
diseas e .  I f  yo ' kin g i t  p ur e  b lack cow ' s  milk an ' drink abo ut a quar t , 
dat will eas e yo ' .  Dat de only thing would do yo ' any good . I t  bet tah 

den any med i c ine d a&4� physician g ive yo ' . [New Or leans , La . ,  (1560) , 2857 : 5 . ] 
11 9 7 . Use it fo ' shing l es . Yo ' evah h ear ' em t e l l  of people usin ' it fo ' 

havin ' shing les ? 
(No , t ell me all ab ou t it . )  

Yo ' take that b lack cow ' s mi lk an ' yo ' wa sh dat who le p lace wit it . Yo ' know 
d e  sh ing les starts in a patch an ' yo ' j es '  keep it , yo ' know , s a turated wi t dat 
black c ow ' s mi lk . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1148) , 18 7 4 : 2 . ]  

119 8 . Well , ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  g i t t in '  d e  blood of a snake , a poison snake , 
an ' put i t  into whi skey an ' give a person an ' tha t wi ll grow snakes in them , so 
ah ' ve heard . When the snakes grow in a p er son , they kin take swe et mi lk an ' mix 
i t  with th e greas e ,  which would b e  lar d  or some thin , - make a s alve an ' grease 
the intes tines wit dat ch ew know , with thi s  greas e an ' it wil l  dr aw the snakes 
b ecau s e  milk wil l dr aw a snake , an ' it will draw dem from ' em . 

(What do you mean greas e the intestines ? )  
Ah don ' t mean d e  int es tines , ah mean de r ectum . 
(And the snake would come ou t tha t way ? ) 
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He come tuh g i t  da t milk - yo ' see , he g i t  de s c ent o f  dat mi lk an ' he ' ll 
gr adually g i t  so f ar he has tuh come on out . [ Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 1454 ) , 2 6 4 4 : 2 . ] 

1 1 9 9 . I f  a p er son c omes back , they get s om e  new lumb er , put an addi tion to 
the hous e with the new lumb er . And i f  that don ' t s t op them [ gho s t ] , you g e t  
sweet milk and dress all t h e  rooms with t h e  sweet mi lk . You take th e swe e t  m i lk 
and put i t  on and b o i l . Then you take some th ing like a l i t t le broom , s omething 
tha t wi ll s p r inkl e , and spr inkle a l l  the rooms good wi th mi lk . Tha t ' s s up pos ed 
to s to p  ' em . [ Hampton , Va . ,  ( 2 1 ) , by hand . ] 

120 0 . Well , ah know d e  woman . Onc e  d ey had a woman fren ' , supp o s ed to b e , 
an ' s he wus j ealous o f  her an ' de boy f ren ' . So in comin ' to dis woman ' s  house 
sh e tr ied t o  b r eak ' em  up by ta lkin ' to h er an ' sh e couldn ' t .  So den she dre ssed 
d e  d o ' knob , dressed her do ' knob fo ' di s woman . An '  d is woman dat wus dressed , i t  
s t a r t ed from one f inger as a red sp o t  an ' den d i s  r ed s p o t  g r ew c r o s s  f r om f ing er 
to f inger , every f ing er ex cep t ing de thumb . So dis woman ' s  han ' swo 1 e  clean down 
to d i s  f inger , an ' go t to de p lace where she cou ldn ' t  open i t , couldn ' t  g i t it up 
ovah her haid , an ' she r e ' l ly d idn ' t know whut tuh do . She did thing s an ' did 
things an ' f in ' lly sh e wus told to g i t  her chamber ly e an ' to put fresh salt in 
i t  an ' to wash de do ' knob with i t , an ' it would turn whi te , an ' to do da t f o ' 
nine d ay s . An '  den she to le ' er to go to a cow lo t an ' g i t  dis ho t pas sage from 
de cow an ' pu t a p las t er in h er han ' dat nigh t  an ' de nex ' mawnin ' her han ' would 
be as whi t e  a s  a p i ec e  of c lo th , an ' it wou ld r id her of ever ' thing . An ' she did 
dat an ' dat cured i t . 

( She wip ed o ff that doorknob each day f o r  nine days . Sh e d idn ' t put any 
chamber lye on h er hand or any thing ? )  

No - j es '  de do ' knob . 
(All she put on her hand was this cow manur e ? ) 
Da t ' s  i t  - one t ime . [ For inter e s t ing s to ry o f  cow manur e on h ead , see 

No . 9 67 , p . 3 6 2 . ] [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1454) , 2 64 2 : 1 . ] 
1 2 01 . And ther e wa s ano ther fel low her e . His wi f e  had his skin , h is ur ine , 

his a c t ion and everything , sh e had i t  all in a bot t l e  and had i t  bur ied an ' that 
poor fellow - he was all h e  c ould do to wa lk , he could not s traigh t en up and he 
b end that way f or elev en months . And he couldn ' t ea t  any th ing b u t  a l i t t l e  
cracker s , a l i t t l e  sweet milk . He came down the r e  one evening dragging - h e  came 
in . Sh e [ doctor ] went back in ther e - she had b een out in the country and s he 
g o t  a b i g  old c ow tur d  and she t ied it up in a rag and made h im a b i g  cup of tea . 
He dr ank tha t - he dr ank i t , ev er b i t  o f  i t . Sh e said , "Now lay down . " And h e  
s lep t  f o r  ab o u t  thr ee or f our hour s and wh en he got up f rom ther e could s t and 
s tr ai gh t . She g ive him 15¢ wor th o f  castor o i l  and ab ou t half o f  a b o tt l e  o f  
Sal Hep a t ica . That i s  what h e  need ed and i t  cleaned him out . An d  s h e  gave him 
mounds [ in c ense mo ld ed into smal l coni c al mounds ] to t ake home and wa t ch h i s  wi f e  
t o  burn . [ While he burned the mounds , h i s  wi f e  wa s b urning . ]  And I mean i t  took 
every b i t off him , put i t  righ t back on her . She gave him the b rown and b lack 
mounds to burn . He burnt these wh i l e  his wif e was gone and thr ew i t  r i gh t  back 
on her . Jus t light ed them and burn them in th e hou s e  whe r e  h im and her s t ay ed 
and s l ep t . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( ? ) , 1 1 2 7 : 1 . ] 

1 20 2 . My mother , she wa s hoodooed a t  Mis s S ' s  hous e .  I gue s s , if you ever 
b een up on Cherry S treet to o ld S ' s  - they was J ews - but sh e had a woman ther e 
named Tu l ey [ ? ]  S .  Wel l ,  my mo ther was a pastry cook - she was making twe lve 
do llar s a week , but thi s  other woman she d idn ' t  l ike that ' caus e she wasn ' t  
g e t t ing the money . Bu t if she go t r id o f  my mo ther th at wou ld b e  her j ob .  Sh e  
hoodoo h er i n  her s ho e .  She put some th in , in h er shoe - jus t poisoned her same 
as a r a t t l esnake . She was a hoodoo .  And her [mo ther ' s ] f e et come t o  bo ther ing 
h er and was swol l en .  Doc come to my mo ther . 
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(Doator Robey ? )  [ In fo rmant had men t ioned him in ano ther s tory . ]  
Doa tor Robey , and t o ld h er to go ou t in the pasture and get some cow manure 

wher e i t ' s  done go t brown j us t  like - j us t  done caked up , and make a t ea out of 
it . Get her a b eef g all and -

(What was that - a b eef gall? ) 
A b eef gall , and take that beef gall and s que eze a li t t le o f  that syrup from 

out o f  ther e - wha t ever i t  i s - s queeze i t  into that tea and drink i t . That 
s tuf f  come out of her b lack as your hair - f rom out o f  - you know , b lack as your 
h air . And she b e f o re tha t - she d idn ' t  di e  nei ther . That o l e  man cur ed her . 
--[My hair was dark b rown . Usually informan t s  said , "As b lack as your hat , "  
r e f erring to an o ld b lack hat concealing a microphone on the tab le - see Intro
duct ion and in Index , Author, b Laak hat of. ] 

(Ju s t  put the beef gall into this cow manur e t ea ? ) 
Into the cow manure tea . Bo i l  this cow manur e .  [ Vicks burg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 2 ) , 

10 29 : 2 . ]  
1 203 . In some p ar t s  o f  the South they c laim , i f  you g e t  some d ir t  from the 

cemetery and put i t  in a box and p lace it und er the s t ep s  of your enemy , it wi ll 
cause trouble in their home . And o f t  t imes they sought a aunjure man and he in 
turn g ives them a p iece of rawhid e and te l ls them at int ervals to tie a kno t till 
that s tr ing is exhaus t ed . That wil l  do away with the evi l  spiri t . [ See Sp ir it 
Caught in Knot , p . 389 . ]  [ Frederi cksburg , Va . ,  ( ? ) , Ed . ;  informant heard when 
living in Jacksonville , Fla . ] 

1204 . Take a cr ab or anything like that - you j us t done heard people say -
whi ch you could parch . You par ch their shell , you know , j us t  like you ' d  ke tch a 
live cr ab and you burn h im .  You b urn a live cr ab and a f t er you burn him down to 

dus t , you take some ho t wat er and sugar - like i f  you wa s arossed . If you 
CRAB know tha t p eop le have go t you arossed , that you can ' t b e  succe s s ful or 

no thing , you ' r e s tarving , you take that crab , the who l e  cr ab , and you p ut 
him down in the f i re and you parch h im ther e ,  but have i t  wher e that you cou ld 
g e t  all that dus t from him . Well , you get this crab and you g et you s ome sugar 
and h o t  wat er , and you c rumb le that crab d own  in tha t . You pours y our cayenne 
p epper down in there with your s alt . 

You take that arab dus t tha t you burned of f ,  and you g et down in tha t  water 
and you s t ay in that wa t er . You bathe f rom the mo le [mo ld ] o f  your head - j us t 
like thi s here [ demons trate s ] - j us t  like I would take water with my hand - j us t  
like taking wat er wi th your hand - d on ' t us e no towe ls o r  no thing - j us t  with 
your necked [naked ] hand like that . S ee .  Take it and you wash all over with 
that . Then , af t er you g e t  o ut o f  ther e , y o u  t ake t h i s  h e r e  crab s h e l l  what you 
done parched down to dus t - take some sug ar in with i t  - and you rub your hands 
and every thing like t�- come on down wi th it j us t  the way you b a the [ thi s is 
a d ry ba th ]  and nobody couldn ' t do you no harm or no thing . [This is a r ever s ing 
rite - a cr ab moving b ackwards , here uncrosses the aroBs . )  [New Or leans , La . , 
(829) , 123 0 : 3 . ) 

120 5 . Dey suppo s ed to let nobo dy s e e  i t . Dey d i g s  a ho le . 
(At the f orks o f  the road . )  [ He had said thi s b ef o r e  I turned on my machine . ] 
At d e  forks of the r oad - f our forks of de r oad . Dey d ig a h o le and dey g i t  

d e  r ed s and .  Well , d a t  i s  f o '  if  anybody do anything to yo ' , yo '  know , an ' yo ' 
boil it in wa t er with lemons and yo ' dr ink it . Dat is supposed 

CRO S SROAD DIRT to b e  if anybody do anything to yo ' for bad luck . Jes ' like yo ' 
i s in b ad luck - well , yo ' do dat and dat is suppos ed to cut de 

bad luck o f f  yo ' . [ Jacksonville , F la . , ( 5 9 6 ) , 7 68 : 9 . ) 
120 6 . I walk t o  the forks o f  the road [ cr o ssroad ] . I make four s teps eas t 

and I make f our s t ep s  wes t , I make four s t ep s  north and I make four s teps south . 
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Then I walk eas t i f  there ' s  any dirt there . I gets me a small ' mount o f  that 
dir t and I bring it  home and I take a little piece of pas teboard and in each 
corner of the house , i f  hoodoo is round ,  I j us t  lay the dir t round in the corner , 
j us t  lay it  on the floor . If anything i s  in there that is hoodoo , i t  go ing to be 
moved . 

(You put a li ttle b i t  of this dir t in the four corners o f  the hous e and then 
you tack thi s pas teb oard over it . )  

Then the hoodoo is go ing to b e  moved , there is no mistake about it . (New 
Or leans , La . , (807 ) , 1132 : 2 . ] 

1207 . Dat devi l-shoes tring ( goat ' s-rue - Tephrosia virginiana]  - well , if 
anyone hurt chew , why yo ' j is '  git it an ' j is '  wear i t  in yor e purse or pocket

book an ' also dat John de Conker roo t .  Yo ' j is ' wear it 
DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING round yo ' .  An '  d en i t ' s lucky , too . [ Little Rock , Ark . , 

( 903 ) , 14 7 5 : 11 . ] 
1208 . A woman live out heah - she out heah now . She lived ou t to - by de 
Fairf ax [ ? ] . Well , she wus heah [ in town] an ' somebody put somepin down to her 
do ' s t ep an ' she s t epped ovah i t  an ' dis 1aig here drawed up . An '  hit ' s  a man 
lived out heah from Sappvi11e [ ? ] , Uncle Tom Wi lliams , he brough t some devi1 ' s
shoes tring an ' he tole us about how he did i t . An '  he tied i t  round dis 1aig 
an ' tied a piece round her wase [wai s t ] an ' one round her ahm [ arm] , an ' she got 
so she could walk . An '  de doc tor s say she would nevah walk no mo ' .  An ' he took 
dat devi 1 ' s-shoestr ing an ' wrapped it an ' twi s t  it , put round dere - put thr ee 
pieces round her . [ The mag ic three . ]  Dat 1aig straightened out an ' she went to 
wa1kin ' ag in . [ Waycross ,  Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 18 43 : 1 . ] 

1209 . If  they put somethin ' down f o ' yo ' tuh walk ovah , yo ' ll take devil ' s
shoes tring . Yo ' know dis devil ' s-shoestring . Yo ' ll git dis devil ' s-shoestring 
an ' yo ' t i e  i t  round , possib le round heah .  

(Where? ) 
Round yore laigs - devi l ' s-shoestring tied around yore laigs an ' let it s t ay 

right ther e round yore laig nine days . Af ter nine days yo ' take i t  an ' t i e  you 
nine knots in each one dem s tr ings yo ' got round laig . Den yo ' kin walk ovah 
anything dey put down dere - won ' t  harm yo ' .  Tie dat devil ' s-shoes tring right 
round heah - two s trands of i t . An '  af ter nine days , den yo ' tie nine knots in 
1! an ' wear it nine mo ' days , unders tand , an ' then yo ' kin walk ovah anything an ' 
i t  ain ' t gonna h�t cha o 

(You tie one piece around each leg j us t  b elow the knee? ) 
That ' s right . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1138) , 185 2 : 1 . ] 
1210 . (They do what with the dir t daub er ' s  nes t ? ) 
Make a tea out of it an ' strain the tea an ' g ive it to ' em  to drink . Dey g ive 

it to 'em tuh drink. Dey give de girls in de home - young girls in de home an ' 
i t  wi ll make dere per iods s tar t on ' em  if dey have nevah s tar t an ' dey won ' t have 

any pains . Dat ' s  de onlies ' [ only-es t ]  thing dat ah heard dat wus 
DIRT DAUBER good fo ' .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1384) , 2463 : 2 . ] 

1211 . When a person is in lab or with a baby an ' dey don ' t  have de 
b aby ,  an ' it seem dey can ' t  have it , de ole lady dey h ad dey take de dirt dauber 
an ' , j es ' throw de nest - de who le business in right hot boilin ' watah an ' den 
took it off  an ' let it s teep . An '  den give it to de woman an ' dat makes de IiI ' 
one come right out . Dat ' s  whut ah heard about dir t  daub er . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , ( 1419 ) , 25 55 : 7 . ]  

1212 . I f  a woman ' s  in bir th an ' pain , it  seems to b e  s low ,  well yo ' kin git 
dat dirt dauber nes t  - g i t  dem IiI '  dauber s out of  it . [ Whole nes t is not used 
as in preceding remedy . ]  Go an ' git  dat lit t le trash out o f  i t  an ' put i t  in a 
cup of hot water an ' let it  s teep . S train i t  an ' put chew in a - j es '  ' cordin '  



- Hoodoo - Conj ur ation - Wi tch craf t - Roo twork - 43 3 

to how much yo ' got . If yo ' go t a ha lf o f a half a pint of i t , well yo ' pu t a 
half of a half a pint of wh iskey in to half a pint of it an ' giv e  her a teacup of 
dat e An ' in ten minutes aftah she d rink it de pains r i s e  on her - de pains will 
r i s e . An ' when de pains r is e  den de wa tah f irs t  wi ll bust - d e  wa tah bag , dat ' l l 
bus t . When dat ' ll bus t d en de b aby will come ou t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368) , 
2425 : 8 . ]  

1213 . De d ir t  daub er nes t - if a chile teethin ' o r  any thin , lak dat , take de 
dirt daub er nes t an ' rub i t s  gum all kind [ways ] lak dat yo ' know . I t ' s  one de 
b es t  teethin ' medicines yo ' kin g i t  in d e  country . Yo ' can ' t  g i t  nuthin out de 
drug s tore to b ea t  dat e [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1241) , 2111 : 8 . ]  

1214 . I ' ve seen ' em  take a dirt daub er ' s  nes t and they cook it - s e e , i t ' s  
no thing but - look like mud - tha t ' s  all it is , but i t ' s  good though ,  you know . 
I ' ve s een ' em take and cook a dirt d aub er ' s  nes t .  Bu t they ' ve t aken i t  and they 
cooked it and th ey c ook it with what they call this here linse ed oil . Wel l , 
lins eed oil is good fo r rubb ing of any kind , but they t aken this and they cooked 
this dir t  daub er ' s  ne s t  with that lins eed o i l . See . Now when they ' ve cooked i t , 
it comes into a pas t e  - a f t er they done cooked i t . You see , they left all tha t  
o i l  o u t  o f  i t  - a s  the o i l  was coo king out of i t , i t  ' vapor a t ed o r  something o f  
tha t so r t . Well , anyhow , i t  came into a pas te and i t  mad e  j us t  ab out a l i t t le 
box o f s tu f f  [ d emons tr ates ] - j u s t  ab out that b ig around , must have b een ab out 
that deep . Well , anyway , i t  was a boxful , but it come into a sa lve . Now , ther e 
was a b aby that was b orn with i t ' s  navel - it was s tuck out about that b ig 
[ demons trates ] .  Well , they cleaned th e b aby up - I can show you tha t very baby , 
t oo - i t ' s  navel i s  out now - i t ' s  abou t like that [ demons tr ates ] .  

(I t was born wi th i t ' s  navel s t icking out like that ? ) 
But now , i t ' s  s t i cking out about that much now . 
(Ab out an inch ? ) 

Yeah . [ That b aby is ] right down her e  a coup l e  of b lo cks . Well ,  they s ay tha t  
baby was cpossed. Well , that ' s  what they was to ld to do and how to do i t . They 
taken and they b o i led tha t - they cooked thi s  d ir t  daub er ' s  nes t in thi s  linseed 
o i l . Wh en they f ir s t  rubb ed the baby - h er navel wa s s t icking like this - they 
cpossea tha t navel .  

(How do you mean they cpossed i t ? )  
They ' d  taken and they took the s tuff , you see , and they made a plas ter out o f  

it , you s ee , and they come tha taway wi th it and they come thi s  way - made a cro s s  
on it . An d  they made that cr oss and then they rubb ed all around i t , you s ee .  
L ike th e navel s et s  right he r e  and i t  was s t i cking out like ab out like that , s ee .  
They c�ssed it and then th ey rubb ed al l ar ound that p lace there , you s ee .  Then 
they rubb ed that navel - they pul led and they shoved i t  - they pulled and they 
shoved the navel like tha t - and they did that for ab out nine days , gr eas ing tha t 
every day thr ee t ime s  a day until the baby ' s  navel went back . And they said that 
if they wouldn ' t of used that , tha t b aby ' s  nave l would a b een out today . Tha t ' s 
the only thing I ever know ' em  to use i t  for - the dir t daub er ' s  nes t for - to do 
good . [New Or leans , La . (832 ) , 125 1 : 1 . ] 

1215 . Yo ' kin take dirt d aubers an ' make a tea out o f  i t  an ' cur e  d e  meas les , 
whoop in , cough o f  a chi le - b o i l  i t . Oa t ' s de onlys thing mah mo thah have did 
with i t .  [New Orleans , La . , (1566) , 2871 : 4 . ]  

1216 . Ah wus thpow 'd aftah once an ' mah mouth wus round dataway an ' de nos e 
wus dataway [ demons trates ] .  

(Jus t twis t ed to one side . )  
Twisted to one s ide - j es '  lay in , heah , r i ght heah . Well , ah went tuh Dr . 

Halpin , a medica l doctor , an '  he g ived me s ome little whi t e , large pills yo ' see .  
Well , d e  pills s eems tuh do me some little good b ut d idn ' t  do me much . 
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One man [ poot doatop ] come tuh me , says ,  "Yo ' g i t  ch ew some dirt daub er nes t . "  
We l l , ah go t dat dir t daub er nes t w i t  de young one s . I t ' s  migh ty nas ty , all 

r ight ' nuf f - an ' ah mashed i t  up - dat dirt daub er nes t  - got me some saltpeter 
an '  ah mixed it up good - s t irred it yo ' know , de s tu f f . An ' ah took dat dirt 
daub er ne s t  every night an ' mawnin ' an ' rubbed de s ide of mah face . Ah wus fixed 
thataway . J e s ' 1ak mah nose wus turned , why [ demons trates ] it dpuv i t  f rom d is 
s id e  d i s  way , keep arubb ing that thing thataway . [ Florence , S . Car . , (1319 ) , 
2 2 6 3 : 6 . ] 

1 2 17 . Heard dat chew kin take a dir t daub er ne s t  an ' i f  a p erson b leeding t o  
death , an '  kin cure ' em  wi th i t . Yo ' ll powd er i t  up an ' , an ' b andag e ' em u p  wi t 
i � . I c ure whut o thah thing s ah d on ' t know . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 155 8 ) , 283 9 : 2 . ]  

1218 . I f  anybo dy ' s  tryin ' tuh harm yo ' - ' s peci ally i f  i t ' s  round yore 
n�ighborhood r oun ' d er e  - j es t  git some o f  de gpaveyard dipt an ' f ix i t  up , an ' 
f :fx  de daub er nes t an ' de gpaveyapd dipt an ' d e  cookin ' salt an ' d e  sulphur undah 
d e  st ep s - or take a aig -

(What are you doing that for now? ) 
Pu t i t  up undah de s t ep an ' run dem away - ke ep dem from harmin ' yo ' .  [ For 

dirt daub er pro t ec t ion and hea l th , see Tomb of the Babe of Be th lehem in Interview 
s e c t ion . ] [ Flor enc e , S .  Car . , ( 1321) , 2 26 5 : 7 . ]  

1219 . Now a thing dat b r ing s lu ck - s omething f o ' bringing luck that ' s  good , 
yo ' kin protect a p ers on from b eing wi tahaPafted - someth ing dat goes high an ' 
low [ high and low cover s all cont ing enci es - a dirt d aub er f l ies high and low ] . 
He kin take th at di r t  daub er nes t  an ' he take swe et sp ices - j es t a who le grain 
sp ice an ' he b ea t  up de dir t daub er nes ' an ' d e s pices an ' he spr inkles or thr ow 
it up in de air an '  dat b r ing s luck an ' also keep away the evi l  spir i t s  from dat 
p er son ' s  premises or wheresomevah they are dwelling . [ Waycr o ss , Ga . , ( 108 6 ) , 
1 7 5 4 : 5 . ] 

1 2 20 . G i t  dir t daub er nes t  an ' use it as a help to keep a p er son from harmin ' 
or g i t t in '  up t o  yo ' ,  do in ' any thing to yo ' . I f  a man taken a s o ck or s omethin ' 
[ of yours ]  an '  harmin ' yo ' that way , a dirt d aub er nes t kin b e  wo r n  ab out yo ' in 
yore pocke t or eith ah in yore sho e an ' dey cain ' t  harm yo ' in no way . [Memphis , 
T enn . , ( 9 3 7 ) , 1 5 16 : 14 . ] 

12 2 1 .  If a person go t chure foo t track - you live in d e  yard , de s ame yard 
an ' he take yor e foot track out - you go b a ck in de house and de same dirty wa ter 

you wash in de dishpan , you thr ow i t  in de bo t t om  of yore shoe s and 
DISHWATER throw it in yor e track and back out de gate f er three mawnings . Den 

dat p er s on will turn loose yor e f oo t  tr ack . 
( I f  a person has my foot track? I see , that ' s  to get r id of th e sp ell . ) 

Tha t ' s  to g et rid of the sp ell . [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 19 ) , 6 13 : 1 ;  from 
Doatop Maguin - he pr onounced it Mongain ( ? ) . ]  

1 2 2 2 . She t ake dat bow in yo '  hat . When she g i t  dat bow in yo ' ha t , she ' s  
g o t  somep in dat r e ' lly b elong s t o  yo ' fer true . Well , now wh en sh e g i t  dat b ow 
in yo ' hat , you crazy to see her , you und er s tand . But de way g it rid o f  dat , 
yo ' ll t ake and take you a d i shr ag and s queeze d e  wa t er into yo ' ha t - s queeze 
de wa t er out da t dishrag into yo ' ha t . See , s he done go t dat bow out chur e hat . 
Well , af t er you done s queeze d e  wa ter out dat d i shrag into yo ' hat , tha t bow 
wha t she g o t  is no good to her . 

(Well , a f t er she go t that bow ,  what would s he do with tha t b ow? ) 
She would take dat bow and t ie it up and p ut i t  in her mat tress an ' d raw yo ' 

more near to her . [ For dishwat er curing guinea siakness , see No . 9 9 1 , p . 38 2 . ] 
[ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 5 ) , 6 2 7 : 10 . ] 

1 2 2 3 . A g ir l  in Jacksonville , Flor ida , heah ' bout f oah yeahs ago , she wus 
s ick . Wel l , she ling ered an ' ling ered an ' linger ed . Well , 10tta fo lks though t 
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mayb e she wus wi tahara[ted an ' a ll lak dat , but de chile was tub er culo s is like 
d e  do c tor tole her . D e  doc tor tole her mo ther that she had de consump tion . 

DOG yo ' see , an ' she had to be taken a good p iece back in heah [ inland ] to some 
spring or ' no thah . We ll , dere own mo ther sp ent a lo t t a  money taken her to 

dat spring up d er e .  S t il l  it d idn ' t do any good . S o  ah came on b a ck an ' ah t o l e  
h e r  mo ther , said , "Wel l . Delia , lis t en , "  ah say , "nuth in dis chi le ea t won ' t stay 
on i t s  s tomach . "  Ah say , "P eaches or nuthin like dat h o ld on h er s tomach . "  Ah 
say , "Je s t  a lit t le whut chew c all g ruel soup . "  Ah say , "Lis ten h eah , try mah 
r emedy . "  

Now , ah had a r emedy heah yeahs ago dat a [ someone t o ld m e ] . 
"Yo ' kin take a dog , j es t draw a 1i t t l e  b lo od out o f  him - yo '  a in ' t  g o t t a 

kill h im t o g i t  h is b lood , "  ah s aid . "Tuh g i t  his b lo od , j es t  dr aw a l i t t le 
b lood like a p er s on draw a l i t tle b lood outa yo ' , "  ah said , " an ' pu t ' bout three 
or f o ah drops into a aig , s ee ,  an ' beat de aig up fine . Af t er yo ' b eat de aig 
up f ine , "  ah said , "put j e s t  ab out two or thr ee dr op s of keros ene , one drop o f  
turpen t in e , in to this aig an ' whup i t  up . Af t er yo ' done whup i t  an ' - � [ in ]  
j es t  about a h alf a pint of real go od whiskey , no t moonshine bu t real good sea Z  
whiskey [ unbr oken r evenue s tamp on the bot t l e ] . "  Ah said , "Let her drink it . "  
Ah said ,  "Now j es t  g iv e  her whut chew ca l l  a do s e  of i t  - j e s t  lak yo ' g ive her 
a dose of doator ' s  mediaine . "  Ah says , " See if d at do any good . "  Ah s ay ,  "Yo ' 
j es t t ry dat . "  [ Way cr o s s , Ga . , ( 1143 ) , 1866 : 1 . ] 

1224 . D en you kin take and f eed dat dog - kill dat dog and g et her b lood 
wh ile - if sh e ' s  howling and gwine on and cut t in ' up . and f eed it to a p er s on and 
he ' l l howl j es t  l ike d a t  dog . He ' ll howl - you ' ll put him to howlin ' , you see , 
pu t h im  to howlin ' .  He j e s t howlin ' like a dog . [ For ano ther method of making 
a person bark Zike a dog� s ee No . 7 7 5 , p . 256 . ] (Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 2 5 ) , 9 9 7 : 6 . ]  

1225 . T . B ' s ? There ' s  a way to ki ll that . 
(How would you d o  tha t ? ) 
You take a fat dog , you try to g e t  a b ir d  dog - like anyone got T . B . , and you 

takes and you cu t that fat of f ther e and you f ry it and get that greas e ,  and you 
b o t tle up that grease and you keep it on ice or something like wh er e it won ' t 
sp oil , you know . And g ive h er , thi s p ers on that g o t  the T . B . , one tab lesp oo�ful 
of that grease for every meal she eats . And b e c aus e this is - T . B ' s  a germ that 
g e t s  in your syst em  and med icine can ' t g e t  ther e , b�t this here grease i t  ge t s  
there f r om that d og and it kills that germ . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 79 6 ) , 1110 : 1 . J 

1 22 6 .  Say yo ' could take a dog when she ' s  in heat an ' kill her an ' if anybody 
had consump t ion o r  T . B . or s ome thin , lak dat an ' cook her unb eknown t o  ' em  an ' 
let ' em eat it . d ey say dat would cur e  ' em .  (Waycr os s ,  Ga . , ( 10 6 6 ) , 1 7 2 5 : 5 . ]  

1227 . Dey us e  dat f or asmee . Boil it , de dog livah - b oi l  i t  r ight on d e  
s t ov e  an ' g ive ' em de j uice of i t . 

(That cures as thma . ) [ Br unswi ck , Ga . , (123 7 ) , 210 2 : 9 . J 
1228 . A man tole me if a per son i s cra zy or anything , yo ' know , an ' i t ' s no t 

a nat ch ' al diseas e ,  g i t  a dog manure .  He did t ell me , af tah it so many d ay s o ld 
i t  turns wh i t e  or yellah-lookin ' - some thing lak da t , an ' make a t ea out of i t  
an ' l e t  t h em  dr ink i t . An '  he said that will cure them . 

(Any kind of insanity? A p erson who is crazy ? ) 
Yeah . He t o l e  me tuh use that on mah mo thah an ' ah haven ' t  did i t  yet becaus e 

ah haven ' t  b een wher e sh e is . ( Li t t le Ro ck , Ark . , (896) , 1467 : 10 . ] 
1229 . Whenevah - if yo ' have a dog , wa t ch de dog carefully an ' see whenevah 

h e has an act ion . Den yo '  g i t  his manure whi ls t i t ' s  fr esh an ' p lace it in a 
quar t cup of wa t er an ' d en yo ' boil i t  down t o  a p int an ' d en use i t  wi t a cloth 
to d ab d at in good - dis out-fZannen-an ' t  ( = anointment (an ' t )  out of ( ou t )  
f lannel ( f lannen) ] i t  us ed to cur e d e  p iles . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1342 ) , 2323 : 13 . ] 
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1230 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey could - dey didn ' t  sp ec ial [ sp ec i fy ? ] a b lack dog , 
but i t  wa s - yo ' could take d e  drops from a dog - yo ' know , his bowe l s too l , an ' 
if a woman has go t body t roub le , anything l ike dat , she kin s i t  down on i t , an ' 
a- s tape [ s te ep ?  s team? ] hers elf - po ' ho t wa ter on tha t bowe l s too l of tha t  dog , 
an ' dat ' d  put da t body troub le back up an ' hit wil l nevah come b ack down no mo ' .  

( What kind of body troub l e  do you mean? ) 
Yo ' know lak a woman have female troub le - yo '  know her b ody drop down , yo ' 

know . 
( You mean her womb drops down? The ins ide of her drops down ? ) 

Yes . 
(That ' ll brace it back up ? )  

Yes . 
(You mean in the front ? You don ' t mean in the back? ) 
Front and back . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1135) , 1846 : 2 . ] 
1231 . I have seen p eople use the mess from a white dog to cure p eop le - to 

cure lockj aw . 
(Well , how would they do tha t ? ) 
Caus e ,  you s ee , my brother had lockj aw and a white dog done his bus iness and 

the man told my mo ther to take i t  and put it in a cup , an old cup , and pour 
b o i l ing wa ter on it and let i t  stand one hour and then drain it and let it get 
coo l ,  and put spir i t s  of ni t er in it and his j aws will come unlocked . My mo ther 
d id that . I ' ve s een i t . 

(I see . Did you come f rom Loui s iana ? Wer e you bo rn in New Or leans ? )  
I was born in Bayou [ something ] Par ish Louis iana? 
(Where ? ) 
Bayou La fourche , As sump t ion Par i sh . [A f ew  mil es down the Miss i s s ippi Rive r 

ther e i s  a La four che in La fourche Par i sh . ] [New Orl eans , La . ,  (82 5 ) , 1 20 1 : 5 . ]  
1 23 2 . Even if yo ' b ald , g i t  d e  milk from de dog an ' b athe de part dat ' s b ald 

of the cranium an ' yor e hair will event ' l ly grow b ack . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1104) , 
1778 : 1 4 . ] 

1233 . Well , a dog now , if yo ' got d e  yellah j a ' ndice an ' yo ' can ' t b e  cured 
f rom doctor s , yo ' have to ca tch it - it ' s  hard to ke tch - yo ' has to ket ch dat 
dog ' s  urinate . An ' den yo ' take , yo ' don ' t  let chure pa tient know that , but yo ' 
ketch his [ dog ] urinate an ' yo ' mix i t  up in his br ead an ' yo ' let him eat tha t 
b read , an ' it cures the yellah j a ' ndice . [ St .  Pet er sburg , Fla . , ( 1016) , 1645 : 5 . ]  

123 4 .  An '  if yo ' wanta mi scarry a kid , ah know how tuh mis carry a kid -
di f f ' r ent things yo ' kin take : calomel powd ers , an ' yo ' kin take nine b ucksho t s , 

an ' yo ' kin take b lues tone , an ' yo ' kin take pencil lead from a 
DOG ' S TONGUE penci l ,  an ' yo ' kin take yor e f inger an ' miscarry . Ah know how to 

do that wit that . 
An '  if yo ' ain ' t  impregnant an ' wanta git impregnant , yo ' kin take d ev il ' s-shoe
string , b lackroot , quinsy tight [ ? ] , an ' yo '  kin take l if e  ever las t ing [ cudweed ] , 
lowbush myr tle , redshank an ' dog- tongue . 

( 1 s dog ' s- tongue a weed? ) 
Yes suh , hit ' s  a weed - it grows [ cy linder chang ed ] . 
Bo i l - i t  an ' makes a tea ou t of it an ' takes it - a wineglass ful thr ee t imes a 

day . Da t ' ll c lear up yore sys tem an ' gi t all de s i lt an ' s t u f f  s t ir up , an ' 
yo ' ll g i t  imp�gnant like that . 

Den yo ' kin take dog- tongue an ' dry it an ' put i t  de f o ' corner s o f  anybody ' s 
hous e .  Now hit ' s  good fo ' medicine an ' den i t ' s  good fo r s quabb ling . Yo ' take 
dog- tongue an ' put it in f o '  corners of anybody ' s  house an ' c rumb le it up an ' rub 
it round in de house , an ' he ' ll b e  aridin ' an ' agrumb lin ' an ' aquarre lin ' an ' 
af ight in ' dere until dey separate or dey move ou t or d ey do some thing . Dey won ' t  
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live together happy no mo' - jest quarrel an' grumble an' row jest long as dat 
dog-tongue in that house. [Waycross, Ga., (1141), 1858:6.] 

1235. Take de dog fennel root an' yo' kin drink de tea out of that an' yo' 
kin git anything out of you that a person trying tuh hurt chew - that chew got 

down. Or if they tryin' tuh, yo' see, do anything to yo'. [Sumter, 
DOG FENNEL S. Car., (1380), 2449:5.] 

1236. Yo' evah heah of dog fennel? Well, de root of dat is good. 
Yo' evah heah talk of the dogwood? Well, de root of dat is good. 

Ah used tuh go tuh work an' git a tea - take de root an' make a tea of it, an' 
dat insec' or whatsomevah it 'tis dey got down in YUh, well dat'll bring it out. 

(You use either the dog fennel or the dogwood tree root? Each one is good?) 
Each one is good. [Sumter, S. Car., (1362), 2403:5.] 
1237. If yo' have a fever, yo' know, take it an' Eut it in whiskey or brandy. 
(The dogwood tree bark?) 
Yessuh, de bark, yo' know whut ah'm talkin' about now. Yo' jes' skin dat bark 

off - de inside skin. 
(Any place on the tree?) 

DOGWOOD At de sunrise side, but ah don't believe in data Anyway, an' yo' put 
dat in dere. It's a fine tonic. 

(You take that bark off the sunrise side of the dogwood tree and make a tea with 
it if you are running a fever. Any kind of fever?) 

Yes, dat's whut ah've heard. [Sumter, S. Car., (1372), 2430:6.] 
1238 . Git some de bark off it an' git about ten rusty nails. 
(You go to a dogwood tree?) 
Yessuh, an' boil dat together an' den git chew some heart leaves an' put in 

it, an' if anybody gits hurt - dat's whut ah heard. 
[If these are not heart-shaped (cordate) leaves, they are leaves of the heart-

leaf - several American species of Asarum.] 
(What do you do with that? How do you give it to them?) 
Yo' give it to 'em - yo' makes a tea out of it. 
(You make the tea out of this dogwood and these nails and the heart leaves?) 
Yes. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1443), 2614:5.] 
1239. I had a mother, she wus poison. Somebody took her hair. The fellah 

that come to cure her said they put it in a bottle, a cologne bottle, put it in 
some runnin' water - that cause her min' wus goin'. He didn't 

DOORSTEP DIRT zack1y make her, you know, straight; but he told 'er whut wus 
ai1in' her. He told 'er to git up every night jis' befo' mid

night, she wus 1ivin' in de country, an' walk to the fork of the road. She do 
that fo' five or six night. I don't know zack1y how many nights that he told 
'er, but I know he told 'er go to de fork of a road. He told 'er take some dirt 
from under her front steES an' wear it aroun' her head as a poultice. He sa� 
that would help 'era It helped a lot. [Wilmington, N. Car., (226), 220:2.] 

1240. I've heard that people will take and burn dragon's blood 
DRAGON'S BLOOD on the stove and it's supposed to drive all their trouble away. 

[Snow Hill, Md., (?), 3:3.] • 

1241. Well, she wus a woman, she sold whiskey an' she had a little tree whut 
be in her yard an' she would say a verse from de Bible to that tree an' den she 
would burn dragon's blood an' frankincense up undah de tree ant she'd grab de 
tree an' whiE it an' den she jest turn it back up. An' she'd burn that stuff 
right at the tree - right at the root of the tree she would burn it. Well, that 
wus supposed tuh keeE away evil spirits an' de law or anything tuh bother her. 
[See margin-titles Whipping, p.388; Hitting Remedy, p.399.] [Memphis, Tenn., 
(1527), 2726:5.] 
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1242. Jes' take a dry piece of eelskin an' put it on yore wrist, if any pain 
in dere or somepin. [Florence, S. Car., (1285), 2182:9.] 

1243. Gits de eel[skin] an' jes' ground it up an' they mix peppah an' 
salt - jes' de red peppah. They git that an' grind that up with the eel 

EEL and they tie that up in a sack an' they will wear it around them. 
(What is that supposed to do?) 
Keep all dere enemies away from 'em an ' keep dem from bein ' harmed dem

selves. [The eel makes the wearer slippery like an eel, difficult to hold.] 
[New Orleans, La., (1563), 2859:11.] 

1244. Well, if a person kin be sufferin' with rheumatism, if he kin git a eel 
an' skin him an' dry the skin an' wear it - make a brace of that an' it will 
carry away the rheumatism. [Wilson, N. Car., (1454), 2644:10.] 

1245. Dey takes a little alcohol an' elder root and go an' bath [not bathe] 
'em, if it's [a live thing] in de laig - bath 'em right on out de laig. 

[Jacksonville, Fla., (586), 752:6.] 
ELDER [Alder (p.4ll) and Elder are often confused.] 

1246. My ole grandmother wus poisoned an' dey take elder [leaves] an' 
sulphur an' put it together [by boiling] an' [take] a feather an' an'inted her 
laig an' worms wus in her laig. [Wilmington, N. Car., (232), 156:3+85.] [An 
ointment is also made of "elder, tobacco and lard to take out live things" -
Wilmington, N. Car., (?), 234:1.] 

1247. Yo' go to a fig tree an' dig yo' some roots from three diff'�ent �ays 
of de �o�Zd - take some from de north, some east an' some south. Yo' don't want 

nuthin from de west - don't want nuthin tuh carry yo' down, yo' wanta 
FIG TREE build yo'self up. An' tote dem roots in yore pocket - pocket book. 

An' de longer yo' tote dem roots de better it will smell. Anybody 
will tell yo' to put Hea�ts CoZogne on dere, but chew kin take dem fig tree roots 
an' long as yo' tote dem de better it will smell. Den yo' kin let chure wife or 
somebody else smell it an' yo' can't smell it - it's dead. [As in any hand, to 
let anyone touch it, smell it, even sometimes to see it - kills its power.] 

(Why do you carry these roots?) 
Fo' luck - protection - fo' friends. 
(Would this protect me against any bad luck?) 
Yes, it's good. 
People whut will hate yo' will come to be yore friends. [Waycross, Ga., 

(1158), 1929:4.] 
1248. (How are you going to cure this snake bite?) 
Why yo' take that bark an' boil it - de bark from de fig tree, an' yo' boil 

dat an' yo' give that tea to the person who's bit by the snake. That'll drive 
de poison out. [Sumter, S. Car., (1371), 2429: 8. ] 

1249. Yo' know, yo' see people has bumps all broke out in dere face. Yo' 
wanta [should] learn dis. Well, yo' go 'head if yo' got bumps on yore face -
broke out all on yo' face jes' wit bumps - yo' know whut's a cure fo' dat? 

(No. ) 
Go to a fig tree and git de fig leaves off dat and git de milk in de fig 

leaves - jes' git dat milk out dem fig leaves an' tech all over dem places and 
cure 'em. Dat'll cure date [Mobile, Ala., (656), 938:1.] 

1250. Dat's good tuh cure any poison. Yo' take de fig tree - first yo' take 
de leaves an' then yo' go an' git the root. Yo' git de root an' de leaves, stir 
it together an' make a tea. Aftah yo' stir it together an' make de tea, yo' git 
brimstone, sulphur, sweet milk, an' fifty cents in Silver, a ole fifty cents, an' 
boil it together. Make a tea an' drink the tea three times daily. 

Take the fig root - boil de fig root an' bathe wit de water an' always throw 
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it to sunrise; if yore poisoned, every bit will come out - it couldn't stay in. 
(You drink this tea only from the leaves?) 
Outa de leaves. 
(And the root tea you use just for bathing?) 
Fo' bathing - dat's right. [Sumter, S. Car., (1384), 2460:7.] 
1251. [The following beliefs are ordinary folklore:] 
On Christmas night yo' kin go to a fig tree about twelve a'c10ck an' dat chew 

could hear Eve an' Adam on de fig tree quarre1in' an' fussin' on de fig tree. 
(Where did you hear that?) 

Mah father tole me dat. [Florence, S. Car., (1311), 2222:5.] 
1252. Yo' mustn't cut down one - a fig tree. Say dere'll be a death in de 

family. Den dey say no girl mustn't climb it, because it will pine away an' 
die - no girl, no woman must nevah climb a fig tree. [Sumter, S. Car., (1385), 
2386:5. ] 

1253. Yo' 
time. why yo' 

use a file if yo' got de cramps. If yo' jes' have cramp all de 
take a brand new file an' jes' put it right wheresomevah yo' got 

FILE 
STEEL INSTRUMENT 

de cramps. Put it on yo' an' de cramp will pass an' yo' nevah 
have a cramp any mo'. 
(What kind of cramps do you mean?) 
Jes' pain cramps yo' know, jest 1ak yo' take a cramp in yore 

laig. [Algiers, La., (1575), 2900:5.] 
1254. Dey say dat if yo' come prey wit a diff'rent disease, yo' could go to 

a dogwood tree an' git some root an' skin de bark from de sunrise side, an' go 

FIREWOOD 
to a cherry tree and git de bark from de sunset side. An' then go to 
a firewood tree - dey call it firewood tree [the ironwood CyriZZa 
paaeme!Zopa of southeastern U.S.A.; a number of trees are called iron

wood] - an' git some from de south side, an' put those ingredients together, and 
it would fin'lly turn if yo' had - somebody had tpiaked yo' or somepin, it would 
turn all dat away from yo' an' yo' become well. Ah heard date 

(Well, what would they do with those barks? How would they fix those up?) 
Dey said dey would take 'em jes' lak if ah got a bark from de dogwood an' one 

from de cherry, ah would take dem an' de firewood tree. Ah'd take dose barks an' 
ah put 'em in a pot an' ah boil 'em down to a certain ingredients, so dat dey 
would become liquid, yo' know. Git some of de strength from each one. An' then 
ah would use 'em as a drug fo' to take or to rub until de parts dat were affected 
would pass - de pain would leave an' ah'd become well. 

(What is a firewood tree?) 
It's a tree that grows in the woods. De leaves all when dey come out, the 

bright side - in de nighttime dey give a light, jes' de same as if it was de, � 
�, de moon or somepin shinin' on it. It has a brighter leaf den any othah tree 
in de woods. Dey call dat firewood. 

(Do they grow that out here?) 
No suh, dey all be in de rivah swamps, mostly in the rivah swamps - jes' lak 

soggy [ground] or somewhere lak date Yo' mo' or less find dose kinda tree in 
that. [Sumter, S. Car., (1381), 2452 :4.] 

FISH 
1255. Take fish gall - make a woman miscarry by rubbin' it on her navel. 
(What kind of fish gall - from any kind of fish?) 

Any kind of a gall from a fish [gall from any fish]. Put nine drops of it 
or as many drops as you kin in her navel an' let it stay in dere, an' let her lay 
flat on her back an' put a silver button ovah it or pearl button ovah it on top 
of her navel. Dat will make her miscarry. [Memphis, Tenn., (948), 1529:11.] 

1256. Well, you get you a fresh fish - you get the heart, the liver and the 
gall. You understand? And you lets it out in the sun and dry - see, till you 
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can make a powder with it. Then you smoke yourself with that. You understand, 
you just stand over it and smoke yourself with it. Then you Can use the gall -
like someone done did you, put something in your hat like people say they do, 
steel dust or anything that fail your eyes. They can use this gall and anoint 
your eyes. [This cure is a variant of the one in Book of Tobit (in ApoopYpha) 
6:1-8; 11:10-14.] [New Orleans, La., (822) , 1186:5.] 

1257. Dey say if yo' kin ketch a catfish, yo' know, an' ketch him 'live an' 
yo' jes' cut 'im open an' git de gall of dat out. An' yo' kin take dat gall an' 
take it an' put it on a person eyes an' cure dere eyes with it. Dat's all de 
further ah heered 'bout data [Brunswick, Ga., (1207a), 2042:5.] 

1258. Dey take de blood from de catfish an' cure people of de dropsy. Dey 
take it an' dey put it in some oil, some cookin' oil an' dey take it three times 
a day. See, de catfish ain't poison, yo' know date An' yo' cook dat oil an' 
catfish blood together an' give it to 'em. [New Orleans, La., (1558), 2838:1.] 

1259. [We have already heard two persons tell the same story, neither knowing 
the other had told it (see Nos. 73-74, pp.30-31.) Here a story is told first by 
the husband at my hotel in town and then he, my contact man Carter and I drove 
nine miles out into the country to interview his parents, others, and wife. The 
latter unaware of what her husband had said, retold the story:] 

[Husband I s storry about lUi fe : ] 
FISH BRINE My wife, not knowing she had created any enemies, woke early one 

morning and started to enter the kitchen. The door being closed she 
got to the door and could not touch it. She could only stand and scream. What 
she thought, what she seen, what she felt, nobody knew. We got my mother. She 
asked me did we have a salt fish. I did not. I went to the store and secured 
two. She taken these salt fish and crumbled them in water and washed her hands, 
and she could enter the door. [Fredericksburg, Va., (54), Ed.; 1929.] 

1260. [Wife's story about herself:] 
One morning I got up and I started to cry. I didn't know what was wrong with 

me. I went out in the yard and came in the house and didn't have any mind what
ever. I was as crazy as a bedbug. I didn't even know my own children. I broke 
down and all I could cry was, "I can't touch the door." Every time I went near 
the door I could see snakes and everything. A lady came in and said, ilTake some 
salt fish, urinate, and take that and wipe the door knob off, wipe the doorsill." 
And I did that, and the next morning I was all right. [For similar experiences 
see Arrestation and ParalysiS, Nos. 749-753 , pp.251-254, and Index.] [Nine miles 
from Fredericksburg, Va., (69?), written by hand or by hand-cranked Ediphone.] 

1261. Yo' kin take a person's hair as dey comb it out chew see - git dandruff 
and all and wrap dat hair right tight. Yo' know people comb in , dere hair it come 
out in de comb, an' yo' jist take dat hair an' wrap it real tight in some red 
flannel wit a piece of lodestone, an' stick needles all through it. Jis' stick 
'em all through dem - jis' diff'rent ways an' dose needles will inflict de body 
some way. Yo'll break out in spots de size of quarters or half do11ahs on yore 
1aig or on yore body. An' yo'll always be afflicted until somebody in de family 
finds that thing. Ah'm telling dis from experience. Mah mothah wus hurt dat way 
an' ah found it when ah wus thirteen yeahs old. An' den she bathe her 1aig in 
fish brine an' she got well. [Little Rock, Ark., (900), 1473 : 12. ] 

1262. A gras s  known as five-finger grass, they say, if you git a hold of that 
grass and take a piece of - a real light piece of papah and write the 23rd Psalms 

on this piece of papah, tie this piece of papah and this 
FIVE-FINGER GRASS five-finger grass up with some clean piece of cloth and wear 

it next to your body [skin], no one can't harm you with any 
trioks and things. [This cloth-paper package is a hand.] [Wilmington, N. Car., 
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(2l7), 127:2+85.] 
1263. [Three men together are talking about two absent men:] 

441 

Ab've [informant] seen a [doctor] man take a [culprit] man's shoes an' seen 
'im, you know, dressin' demo An' so dis [third] man axed 'im [doctor], say, 

"Whut chew goin' do wit dis fellah [culprit]?" An' he say, "Well, he 
FROG [culprit] been givin' de man [doctor's client] trouble to 'is house 'bout 

'is wife." See. An' dis [client] man had hired dis [doctor] man to fix 
dis [culprit] man up. An' so dis happened, you know, up de country. [The three 
men are in town.] An' so dis [third or objector] man tole 'im, say, "Ah wouldn't 
do dat." He say, "Yes, dat's mah job." An' so he [doctor continues] says, "Yo' 
ain't got nuthin to do wit it." 

So he went to work and he dressed dis [culprit] fellah. He say, "Ah'm goin' 
have to fix dis shoe and den ah have tub [fix] dat pedal," say, "if ah can't git 
tuh fix his shoe 1ak ah wanta." See, he [culprit] was a truckdriver. He say, 
"Ah go an' dzoess dat dere clutch" - yo' know, where yo' have tuh put in clutch, 
yo' know, tuh change gears. "Ab kin git 'im good on dat." 

So he fixed up de shoe and dis fellah, yo' know, jes' lak ah say ah'm gon'a. 
(How did he dress the shoe?) 

Well, he took dat shoe and he took two toadyfrogs - see, took two toadYfrogp 
and he cut dat toadyfPOg wide open live, see, an' got dat blood and put it down 
in dat man's shoe, spread it down in dere. [A frog for each shoe.] An' den he 
put somethin' else in dere. Whut it was ah don't know, but he put something else 
in dere. An' dis heah [objector] fellah heah, tole 'im, say, "Would it hurt me 
now if ah wear his shoes back to lim? See, 'cause ah jes' borrowed his shoes 
playing partner wit 'im, see, 'cause make out lak mine was too little and want 
'im to break 'em out. Ah swap wit him tull I git a chance tuh fix 'em?" 

He [doctor] says, "No, it ain't goin' hurt chew. It jes' goin' hurt de one 
hit was fixed fo' ." 

[Why objector borrowed shoes and then objected, I do not know.] 
An' so dis fellah wears de shoes back an' so dis [culprit] man den puts on his 

shoes, see. Well, he goes down de next morning tuh git his truck. Well, dey got 
'is clutch fixed on 'is truck. Well, when he went an' got on de truck, well � 
night he wasn't able to walk home. He was hoppin'. His laig was hurtin' all up, 
clean up tuh 'is knee. An' yo' kin hear 'im hollerin'. Ab heard 'im my ownself. 
You could hear 'im hollerin' two blocks. De doctor he come. De doctor couldn't 
do no good. Dey had to go git another hoodoo �oman - big hoodoo woman stay out 
from Bergen Junction, back out dere - ole lady Rivers [Ridders?]. 

Well, she goes tuh work an' she come dere an' she lays her han' on 'im �es' 
lak dis heah [demonstrates] an' drag it over 'is face - we was all standin dere 
lookin' at 'ern - bring 'er han' right down ovah his face jes' lak dat an' carried 
it straight on down, right ovah dat laig. An' she done dat three times, an' when 
she done dat three times, two toadyfPOgs hopped outa dat man's laig, an' dat man 
got all right. Come out back dere where de two places 'bout tuh come to a haid -
where it done, you know, formed a corruption. 

(What was this woman's name?) 
Rivah - Ridder. 
(Is she near St. Petersburg?) 

No sir, she stay right up 'cross de rivah from Rocky Ford, Georgia. [Speaker 
is from Georgia.] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (995), 1608:1.] 

1264. If you'd git a toadfrog - if you swo1e up in your joints or something 
like that and you can't git it 'way, and if somebody tricked you. Well, you 
git you a toadfrog and cut him open, put it right on that place until that will 
come out, and jest whatever it is - if it is yellow or green or whatever it is -
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makes it come out in dat frog. [Jacksonville, Fla., (611),788:12.] 
1265. Jes ' lak ah could take a frog right now - yo' supposed to be plagued 

with spasm or fits. Jes' ketch a live frog an' split 'im open - slap it right 
on dere an' tie it an' dat'll kill de fits. [Waycross, Ga., (1074), 1740:5.] 

1266. If somebody poisoned yo ' in yore laig or yore feet or anywhere yo ' 
poisoned - paralyzed poisoned [paralyzed by poison] - yo' git chew a green -
don't git nuthin but a green one, green toadfrog, an' rub him - rub him until 
he dies. Be sure yo' rub him till he dies. 

(Where do you rub him?) 
Jes ' take him in yore hand an' rub him right down de back till he die - rub 

him right down his back till he die an' den split him open. After yo' split him 
open git chew a flannel - a white flannel string [strip] about dat wide an ' put 
it in dere an ' sew hit back together so hit won't come out dere, an' bind him on 
dat place an' it will turn black. Dat's de poison. [Florence, S. Car., (1334), 
2302:2.] 

1267. Dey 'd use a toadfrog - if yo' kin git a toadfrog - if a snake wus tuh 
bite chew - most any kinda snake - if yo' kin git de frog at de time an' split 
him open an' tie him on dat particular place why yo' would git to some doctor 
or 'nother, see. [Brunswick, Ga., (1183), 1996:1.] 

1268. These things on yore neck whut chew call a wart [goiter?], take a frog 
an' rub on dere till he dies - rub him jes' as hard as yo' could. Ah be dogged 
if it don't go. [Sumter, S.  Car., (1337), 2310:10.] 

1269. Well, my daddy know whut de matter. My daddy was a riverside man. I 
ain't born by de riverside but I'm 69 years old right now. My daddy was a man, 
you know, he was purtty wise. And he says, "Well, I don 't [do] know what to do 
with my Charlie." He went to work and takes [four] live toadfrogs and cut it 
open, and like he [the frog] is in dere [the raw inside], you know, git some 
sulphur and you fix like a batter for to fry bread - he daubed the [inside of] 
the frog with that red peppah and sulphur, and he bind dis one here and bind the 
other one here [but by action he indicated four frogs - one at the front of 
Charlie's head, one on each side, and one at the back]. And he done that fer 
nine days. And my brother commence to come back to us. My brother - I'm a year 
older than him. He is dead now. Tie 'em with a new bandaging of cloth that 
never was used - homespun. And he bind 'im with that and my brother lay there 
fer nine days. He stunk like a buzzard. [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 646:6.] 

1270. I've heard they use a frog, but it must be a toadfrog. You know what 
a toadfrog is? 

(No, what is a toadjrog?) 
Well, he's a thing he abides on dry land. He's not a water animal. Course he 

kin swim but he abides on dry land, see. And now, I've heard that you gets the 
toadfrog but you don't get him dead - don't let him be dead. You wants to let 
the toad frog be alive and when you get him, you take him and you puts him - well, 
you may have you a little box made. You put him in this box and you go get you 
some salt and you sprinkle that on him. You goes and you gets you some baking 
powder and you sprinkle that over him, and after you sprinkle that over this frog 
you don't want - don't kill him, you may be hurt. You bind this frog to the 
place where you hurted and just leave him lie there, see, with that pepper and 
baking powder on him, but brang him to the place where you hurted, and in seven 
days that place will come to a head and whatever in that place it will run out. 
Where doctors have failed to do you any good, well, that frog will kill it. 
[Vicksburg, Miss., (773), 1063:2.] 

1271. Well, dey use toadf�gs for fitses. Well, someone might put a fit on 
� - on anyone. Dey takes de toadjrog - takes de toadjrog 'live an' take an ' 
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tie him right round yore neck an' yo' worry de frog an' de fits will go right out 
of yo' into de frog an' it'll run him crazy an' he kill himself. [Fayetteville, 
N. Car., (1395), 2509:1.] 

1272. Take a toadjrog an' tote him in yore pocket 'live fa' chills. 
(Just put him alive?) 
Yes, put him in yore pocket 'live. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1408), 2532:1.] 
1273. Dey tell me dat yo' kin take a frog an' wrap him up in a silk pocket 

han'chief an' take jest dis common bread an' salt. Give him de bread an' put 
salt in yore shoes, an' have dis frog in yore pocket han'chief an' wear him dere 
in yore pockets, an' yo' kin walk ovah anything dat dey put down fa' yo' an' it's 
no harm dey kin do. 

(This frog, do you keep it alive?) 
Yes. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1429), 2579:1.] 
1274. All right, she had me - ah did it mahself. Ah went an' caught a bull

frog, not a bullfrog but a toadfrog, up heah in de yard. After I caught dis 
toadfrog, she took dis frog an' put him in a little cloth like an' put dis frog 
right on her side an' wore him dere fo' a few days until dat frog died. After 
dat frog died den dis pain left her jes' on account of wearing dat frog dere. 
[St. Petersburg, Fla., (993), 1605:2.] 

1275. (How do they cure the whooping cough?) 
Well, dey jes' take a toadfrog an' kill him an' make a soup an' cure de 

whoopin' cough. 
(What do they do with that soup?) 
Give it to the child to drink. [Wilson, N. Car., (1490), 266 1:14.] 
1276. Jes' lak if a person have any kinda - been trieked in any kinda whiskey 

or been hurt by a person by puttin' down somepin, yo' kin take dat frog. Yo' kin 
cut him wide open an' take an' put him in some bailin' hot water an' let him boil 
down. Take an' strain dat water out an' give it to a person tuh drink, let him 
drink de water - jes' put it in a bottle an' jes' give it to 'em to drink. 
[Brunswick, Ga., (1188), 2005:9.] 

1277. And then you kin take a 
just like person got rheumatism -
one I made plenty money on. Just 

(Yes. ) 

toadfrog - you know these toadfrogs. 
I don't tell nobody this one, though. 
like a person got rheumatism. 

Well, 
That's 

You know these toadfrogs that hop around at night. You kin take - you gather 
them and stew 'em down and take that grease and grease people. Ah'm de only one 
in dis town kin cure rheumatism. I've cure many people round here of rheumatism. 
[New Orleans, La., (859), 1367:11.] 

1278. If a fellah put a spell on yo', yo' make watah and bath in it fer nine 
mawnin's an' po' dat watah toward de sunset. And den yo' kin take nine toadfrogs 
and put 'em into a pot alive an' cook 'ern down - put nuthin in 'em but a little 
watah an' a little grease, an' grease wit de grease from dem fer nine mawnin's. 
Dat will break up anything that dey try to put on yo'. 

(These are different ways of doing this - one is you use the urine and the 
other way is you use the frogs. You don't use both of them together?) 

No, don't use both of them together - use either one of them. [Jacksonville, 
Fla., (597), 770:2.] 

1279. This is by experience. I seed my mother do this. She made us boys 
ketch her nine toadfrogs. And we caught 'em and we brought 'em in the house and 
she got a skillet of red hot grease and the lid ready to place on it. And she'd 
taken them frogs one by one and put them in that skillet - one by one - one by 
one - and put 'em in that skillet and fried 'em down to where dey was crisp. 
She'd taken that grease and she put it up, till it congeal - that is, you know, 
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until it got cold and thick, and she used it as a hair dressing and give it to 
her friends. Well, my mother, her hair -

(She what?) 
Used it for a hair dressing. She had hair that long. She was mulatto and she 

used to make it all the time. 
(That will make your hair grow?) 
Yes, sir, it make the hair grow - you know, turn it straisht. That's what she 

would get out of it. [Vicksburg, Miss., (756), 1036:5.] 
1280. (Tell it again now, the whole thing from the beginning. ) 
You take you a frog - what I mean, them old frogs. Now, this is the truth 

from here to heaven. You take you a frog - one of them old hoppy frogs, rainy 
frogs, you know, be's hopping after de rain in the country. Well, it be night -
you know, dark, up there [in the country]. Well, you just take you a yeast 
[something] can and just let it run up in there, you know, alive. Stop him up 
while he alive - stop him up there tight and put him over a door, over your door 
there. And he'll [you'll] pass the door - he's [you're] going to pass all the 
time, back and forth, back and forth. And when you passes that door about nine 
morning, your piles is cured and you go up there and you look at it and open it, 
you won't see nothing but brown ashes. You won't see no bones or nothing from 
that frog - nothing but brown ashes. And you leave it there and that's just 
going to molt away and you'll never have the piles on you long as you live. [New 
Orleans, La., (891), 1275:3.] 

1281. If any harm done to a person in de bed, yo' put dis frog in dere 'live 
an' when de frog dies, dat disease dere he would have consumed dat - whatevah 
dey have spread in de mattress for yo', for tuh make yo' sick or tuh make yo' in 
bad luck. Den dat's all ovah. When he dies he supposed tuh carry it away with 
him. Yo' put him alive yo' see. [Memphis, Tenn., (915), 1483 : 14 . ] 

1282. Jes' lak a person got de asthma - he ketches a frog an' take an' ketch 
him 'live an' take an' hold his mouth open an' blow de breath in his mouth three 
times, an' she give dat asthma to de frog, she won't have it any mol. [Waycross, 
Ga. , (1073), 1735:7.] 

1283. An' then yo' kin cure disease with that frog. A frog is wonderful tuh 
take off spells. 

(How would they do that?) 
Well, now, yo' kin ketch a frog an' yo' kin let the party that has the spell 

spit three times into that frog's mouth an' blow their breath three times in it 
an' then yo' kin - when they do that yo' read the 23rd Psalms. See, read the 
23rd Psalms an' after yo' read de 23rd Psalms, yo' let them take that frog an' 
throw it ovah dere shoulder jest as hard as they kin an' don't let that frog 
come back towards where that sick person is standing - keep that frog off from 
that sick person. An' that frog will carry that disease off. Yo' kin take off 
witaharaft fo' anybody wit date [Waycross, Ga., (1166) , 1961:3.] 

1284. Jes' lak if a person have whoopin' cough, take de frog an' cough in his 
mouth three times an' roll him in yore han's three times an' bury it undah yore 
do'steps. De next mawnin' yore whoopin' cough will be gone. [Sumter, S. Car., 
(1337), 2310: 9.] 

1285. Jes' ketch him an' tie him up some place in yo' fiahplace an' if it's 
a enemy somewhere about chew he'll leave - de law will git atter him an' run him 
away from dere. 

[As frog in fireplace becomes hot, so it becomes too hot for enemy.] 
(This toadfpog?) 
Yes. [Memphis, Tenn., (1556), 2829:13.] 
1286. If anyone has a high fever - any kind of a fever - yo' goes to de swamp 
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an' ketch yo' a swamp toad outa de watah an' cut off his tongue an' name dat toad 
aftah de one who had de fever. Throw it back in dis watah an' why his fever will 
become perfectly all right. He'll be all right in a few days. 

(What do you do with that tongue out of that toad, then?) 
Jes' throw it back into de watah. [Sumter, S. Car., (1375), 2438:1.] 
1287. Yo' take dis frog an' yo' bake [dry] him in de sunshine an' when he 

become old - dry-like, yo' powder dat up an' yo' sprinkle dat on dis man when he 
come 'way. 

(Where do you sprinkle it on him?) 
Down on his privates - down dere an' when he have connection wit dis woman, 

well dat dust will git on her an' it will carry her ovahtime. 
(The wife would do this if this other woman was going to have a child by her 

husband?) 
Dat's right. [Brunswick, Ga., (1206), 2040:4.] 
1288. Tie a garlic [clove of] around your neck; keep away evil things. 

[Jacksonville, Fla., (550), 689:3.] 
1289. Carry garlic in your pocket - no one can harm you. [Charleston, 

GARLIC S. Car., (506), 555:13.] 
1290. Yo' keeps garlic on yo' fo' hoodoo, keep it in yore shoe - that 

keeps people from hoodooin' yo'. [Algiers, La., (1593), 2995:3.] 
1291. If a person have done yo' a little wrong an' yo' have a pain or somepin 

about chew - see, if anybody have done yo' wrong, why yo' git garlic and beat it 
up with a little salt an' wear it in yore shoes, an' den it cain't take no 'ffect 
on yo'. [Algiers, La., (1575), 2899:11.] 

1292. If anything dey settin' down fo' yo', yo'll go tuh work an' yo'll take 
red pod garlic. 

(Red pod garlic?) 
Uh-hunh, an' yo'll thin it jis' as thin as a slice - thin slice. Yo'll take 

yo' nine pieces of dat garlic an' yo'll wear dat in yore right shoe with a little 
slim piece of parsley an' yo'll wear dat in yore shoe an' den yo'll go tuh work 
an' sprinkle a little steeZ dust in dere. Dat'll eat up every piece of every
thing yo' got down dere - dat'll pick it up. 

An' make lak little beads, roun' sliced thin, till yo' git enough to go roun' 
yore laig, an' yo' kin eithah wear it roun' yore laig or in yore shoe. [Algiers, 
La., (1602), 3025:10.] 

1293. If yo' wanta put a snake in anybody, yo' kin take a snake an' yo' dry 
him up an' they put him in whiskey aftah they dry up, an' yo' give it to 'em in 
their glass tuh drink. An' den it's parsley. Yo' let chure parsley set, yo' 
know, lak if yo' would let some thin , set. Yo' let it set about three days an' 
den yo' give it to whosomevah yo' wanta give it to tuh drink. An' den in three 
days dat dust form aigs, an' den in nine days aftah dey become a snake in yo'. 

Now if yo' wants tuh take dat snake out chew, yo' take garlic an' yo' take 
parsley an' yo' take peppah - yo' know this hopseshoe peppah. Yo' evah saw dat 
hopseshoe peppah? Dey would call it a cayenne. It's in a powder, beat up. 

(It has a horseshoe on the box?) 
Yeah. [That was a lucky guessl] 
Yo' would take that parsley an' take de garlic an' cut it up an' yo' boil it -

boil all that together an' when it git cold yo' add the peppah into it, an' yo' 
give it to an individual tuh drink, an' den yo' make 'em pass it up. The live 
things will come out. [Algiers, La., (1586), 2965:7.] 

1294. Ah heard 'em talk 'bout rattlesnake. De rattles of a rattlesnake, yo' 
take dem an' dry 'em an' if yo' want tuh put snakes in a person, why yo' jes' 
take an' shake dem in de water bucket or anything dat dey drink, an' de dust from 
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dem rattles will turn tuh rattlesnake in 'em. 
(Is there any way of getting those out?) 

Yes sir, wit garlic. 
(How would you do that?) 
Eat it. 
(Just eat it and that will bring those things out?) 

Yes, sir. [This simplest of remedies comes from a doatop, man.] [Brunswick, 
Ga., (1206), 2038:3.] 

1295. You could use diff'rent stuff. Like if yo' go to de drug store an' 
tell 'im yo' want yo' some bay rum, den yo' get yo' some garlic, an' yo' get yo' 
some white onions. An' yo' put all dat in a can an' yo' will boil date An' yo' 
would take a bath with it, an' yo' would tote some of it into yer pocket. An' 
whenever yo' take de bath in dat, yo' t'row it tuh de way de sun rise. Dat'll 
keep 'em from doin' yo' bodily hahm [harm]. [New Orleans, La., (802), 1118:3.] 

1296. Always put gasoline in new shoes before you use them and you 
GASOLINE can walk over anything. [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (?), 409:2.] 

1297. Get a billy goat an' keep aroun' yore house an' the ghosts 
GOAT wouldn't worry you. [Charleston, S. Car., (500), 544:3.] 

1298. Ah've heard of a person writin' a lettah wit blood tub do yo' 
some harm • • •  we jes' say fo' instance if yo' were 'fraid of me or somepin lak date 
Dey claim dat if yo' kin git de blood from a goat - yo' kill a goat an' yo' ketch 
de blood whilst it's runnin', yo' know, hot. Yo' see, yo' take de blood whilst 
it's runnin' hot an' then yo' would use dat blood to conquer dis person, don't 
chew see. Yo' take a turkey's quill an' yo' dip it into dis hot blood from a 
goat . • •  why yo' kill a goat an' yo' ketch dat blood, yo' know, whilst de goat is 
dying, an' yo' [dip the] quill in dis blood an' yo' write wit dat blood yo' see. 
It'll conquer yo'. 

(What will that do then?) 
Dey claim dat dat will conquer anybody that have any evil spirit against chew. 

Yo' know, yo' afraid of 'em - jes' lak a woman is afraid of a man, her husband. 
She left him an' yo' know is afraid of him - afraid he'll do her some bodily 
harm. They claim dat dis goat blood will vanish away all date [Waycross, Ga., 
(1116 - woman poot doatop), 1790:13.] 

1299. There's two or three diff'rent theories along that line. Now the first 
theory is - if you think you'll be bothered with the spirit after the deceased is 

taken away from the house. Why the first thing you do when you come back 
GOURD [from the cemetery], you understand, you zit a horseshoe, you see, and 

take the horseshoe, understand, and naiZ it wOPkways - just like it goes 
on a horse's foot, up over the door. And de next day [second theory] is to � 
a gourd, a green gourd, and holler it out on the inside - see, don'� break the 
shell, jis' cut off the end and hollow it out on the inside, take all de peth out 
of it, you understand, and hang that up over your bed. [Snow Hill, Md., (92 or 
93), 7:1.] 

1300. Gourds, dey keep evil from round yo', de gourds do. 
(What do you do with them?) 
Plant 'em - jes' plant de seed an' let 'em grow all ovah de fences an' keep 

'em, drink watah out of 'em. Dose people all de way back in mah grandparents' 
time use tuh use dem all de time, an' always lived peaceful an' happy. [Memphis, 
Tenn., (1549), 2718:3. Few persons realize that some old-timers drank from a 
large gourd dipper for the reason given.1 

1301. Jes' lak, now, if anyone should poison yo' - put snakes in yo' or 
scorpions or anything inside yo'. Well, that's easy tub cure. Yo' git chew a 
gourd, either a dry one or a green one, an' git de guts out of it - it's a very 
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particular thing an' yo' have tuh be very particular with it. An' yo' boil dem 
guts an' give ' em  one tablespoonful - if any kind of poison inside of yo', every 
bit of it's comin' out. 

If it's in de foot or de leg, den make a poultice an' it will kill it right in 
there. Jes' make a poultice out dose guts an' boil 'em - put a little meal with 
'em, make a poultice. Dat'll kill dat. [Florence, S. Car., (1326), 2280:2.] 

1302. In case if a person is poisoned, swelled up bad, look like dey 'bout 
tuh bust and dey poisoned, sickly, swelled as large as a barrel, a hogshead 
barrel, yo' wants to go git chew a piece of saltpeter and put dat saltpeter in 
a half glass of water and yo' go an' git yo' some gourds, some green gourds, an' 
take de entrails out 'em an' boil 'em, and let 'em take a cupful of dat, an' all 
de worms and things in dere, will throw 'em up. 

Den yo' wanta release dose parties den - dose parties who did dat. When dey 
throw de worms up, dey take 'em an' put 'em in a bottle an' stop 'em up airtight 
and go to de river and throw it ovah yore shoulder. Well, den dem parties go an' 
jump in de rivah an' drown - kill demse1ves. [Mobile, Ala., (656), 935:2.] 

1303. Well, heahs another good one. Now, it's sech things as evil spirits. 
If a person luck have been taken away - now, dis is something dat most people dey 
don't know but it's true. If a fellah's luck have been crossed any way through 
de witchcraft way, it doesn't make any diff'rent if he's sick or a spell's been 
cast on him. Yo' kin take a simple thing which is gourd. Yo' take dat gourd an' 
yo' break it up an' put it into·a pot containing saltpeter, sulphur an' salt -
cooking salt an' yo' boil dat good. Then yo ' take a bath with that. The person 
take a bath with it but dey don't bathe up - dey bathe down, see. 

An' after he finish dat, den he takes it to de rivah an' he throw it near de 
middle of de channel in a running stream of watah, an' dat relieve dat person of 
�at spell, whatsomevah that may be - crossing of luck or anything, sickness or 
anything. [Waycross, Ga., (1086), 1754:2.] 

1304. You can take the chamber lye and mix spirits of turpentine with it and 
then put it on and boil it until it dries up. That'll swell you up. [This 
bewitched condition, retention of the urine which causes hollering spells, is 

cured as follows:] You go right out and get one of these old fox 
GRAPEVINE grapes - some calls them tangle vines. Cut it off just about as 

high as your privates. Then you bend it over and put that right into 
a jar - the piece that's in the ground you bend over and put in the jar - and let 
stay twenty-four hours. Then, whatever [juice] you find in jar, you take a bath 
[with it] all over. That'll kill any 'craft [witchcraft] and hollering spells. 
[Nansemond - Norfolk Counties, Va. , (Doctor Frank Hall, see Introduction for my 

visit to him), by hand.] 
1305. Jis' like a mother die an' left her young ones an' they're worried a 

lot at night - says you kin take a stick an' go to her grave an' broke it acrost 
the grave an' - you know, jis' hit right acrost the grave an' 

GRAVEYARD DIRT let the stick broke in half - why that would prevent 'em from 
botherin' the young ones that night. [See titles Whipping, 

p.388; Hitting Remedy, p.399, Cure By Breaking, p. 389. ] [Wilmington, N. Car., 
(214), 205:4.] 

1306. Jest like I had a mother died or you had a mother died and de spirit 
you know, de spirit keep worrying you. See, 10ta people don't believe in it but 
colored peoples do believe in it. You git chew - you go to de grave and git some 
of that dirt and sprinkle it around de door and den de spirit won't bother you. 
Ah believes in it. 

(Did you ever try it - did it work?) 
Yes, sir - it worked. [Charleston, S. Car., (523), 624:5.] 
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1307. I heard that a spirit came to a woman's house one time and she didn't 
know how to keep it away and a woman told her to go out in the graveyard and get 
some fresh dirt off of a grave. She told her to take it and put it in a box and 
put a hole on top of the box and bury it under your house. She did that and she 
didn't have any more trouble with this spirit. She said that's what kept him 
away. That happened down on Vine Street here in town, Hampton, Va., (31), Ed.] 
had this woman's child and she kinda thought it was this woman [the dead mother] 
coming back because she had this child. [Hampton, Va., (31), Ed.] 

1308. Yo' take anyone dat chew wanta die - it's accordin' to whut chew want 
done - if it's anything yo' want done good - anything dat chew want done good, 
yo' know a person dat died good, well yo' go to their grave at twelve a'clock at 
night. When yo' go dere yo' have prayer, see. After yo' have prayer, yo' tell 
de - yo' talk to dem jes' lak ah'm talkin' to yo', "Ah am takin' dis dirt from 
yore grave for yo' tuh take care of me. Yo' know, when yo' wus livin' yo' always 
believed in things that were right. Things is goin' wrong wit me an' now ah � 
chew to drive away all evil spirits an' bring good things towards me - guide me, 
lead me. An '  ah'll take dis dirt from yore grave dat chew protect from now on, 
In Name of de Father, Son an' Holy Ghost." Well when yo' take dis dirt yo' place 
a dime in dis place an' cover it back ovah. Den yo' take dis dirt. If yo' wanta 
use it fa' yo' own home affairs, yo' take it an' place it in yore home - see, a 
secret place. 

(What would that do? What is the idea of putting it in your home?) 
If it's evil spirits dat cause yo' tuh [be] like unhappy in yore home, dose 

good spirits will drive dose evil spirits away. 
Now, if yo' wanta do harm wit dat graveyard dirt, yo' goes to a sinner grave. 

Yo' go dere to a sinner grave; yo' don't have tub pray wit a sinner. Yo' go dere 
an' git dat dirt, yo' go dere an' cuss 'em. Yo' cuss 'em jes' like he did - jest 
de life dat he lived. Yo' go to his grave an' git it an' act jes' lak ah'm 
tellin' yo'. Yo' say, "Yo' know yo' raised hell an' made things go jes' yore 
way. An' now, ah'm comin' heah tuh git dis dirt from yo' tuh make things go mah 
way - jes' lak yo' did when yo' wus livin'''. An' git it. 

(When you got that graveyard dirt, how could you cause harm with it?) 
Well, when yo' go fa' harm yo' go rough. 
Well, now, jes' lak yo' go git dis dirt, yo' see, yo' know dis person died 

bad - yo' know his life yo' see, yo' know how he lived. If he was a gambler yo' 
kin git it fa' gamblin', an' if he wus a man dat raise hell an' bring confusion 
git it fo' that. 

Well, now, yo' go an' git dat dirt an' throw it on a person do' or steps an' 
ease it underneat' dere house, see. Well, it penetratin' dere. Yo' can't so 
well throw it in de yard because dey'll 'seaver it, but chew kin put underneat' 
dere steps where dey transfer over it. De evil spirits will follow ' em  all de 
time an' dey can't live in peace. [Brunswick, Ga., (1206), 2033:5. ] 

1309. De object of de graveyard dust - now, we'll have tuh git dat graveyard 
dust a sutin [certain] way. Now, yo' gotta pay nine cents. That's, yo' might 
say, buyin' spirits from de graveyard to perteck yo'. Yo' see whut ah mean. 
Take nine cents an' carry it to a graveyard, an' go to a pusson who hasn't been -
dere grave, who hasn't been dead fa' very long, somepin lak two or three yeahs, 
somepin lak date Dat ain't too long. An ' go right about midways of their heart 
of the body - 'bout where dey heart is. Yo' drives it down in dere about eight 
or ten inches, an' drop that nine cents there and bring up that much dust - see. 
When yo' bringin' up dat dust, yo' say, "I git chew in de Name of God de Father, 
God de Son, to protect me in all affairs of life." See. Yo' take that an' � 
compose it with that same salt, sulphur an' stuff. That keeps that spirit alive 
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an' full of activity an' vigor - watch fo' him, see. [Florence, S. Car., (1295), 
2196:5.] 

1310. Ah hear about dat too an' ah knows of it. But chew have to pay three 
pennies but chew gotta go to someone's grave dat chew knows well. Jest lak, yo' 
know, some of yore family dat's been buried an' yo' go to de head of dis grave 
an' yo' pay dat dead man or dat dead woman - whoevah yo' knows - de three cents. 
An' den yo' take some of de dirt an' den yo' tell dem to give yo' luck, don't let 
nobody harm yo', an' yo' bring dat g�veya� dipt - git a han'fu1 of de gpaveyapd 
dipt an' bury it undah yore steps. Bury it undah yore step an' den nobody can't 
do yo' no harm cause de dead will pertec' yo'. [Sumter, S. C., (1348), 2330:8.] 

1311. Go to the cemetery and go to a sinner-man's gra ve and right over the 
middle of his chest and get some of that dirt, and as soon as I kin get it and 
bring it back home, and mix it up with vinegar and water and make it hard, hard, 
hard. Let it dry, dry. Divide it into four pieces. 

(You cut this into four parts?) 
Into four parts, and put one at the front door, one at the back, one this 

side, and [one] the other side. Can't nobody harm you, nobody come near yuh. 
(I see. You have some of that on each side of the house.) [New Orleans, La., 

(877), 1438:3.] 
1312. Yo' kin take maybe half a pint of likker or half a dozen aigs an' go to 

de graveyard, an' right down somewheres on de breast of someone dat yo' knows is 
buried dere, an' git up some dirt. Put dis down in dere, de aigs or de whiskey. 

(How many eggs do you put in?) 
Half a dozen. 
(Half a dozen and a pint of whiskey do you say?) 

Yessuh, tuh pay him tuh take care - tell 'em, "Ah'm payin' yo' tub take care 
of de situation." Carry it on back with yo', dis dirt - carry it at chure home. 
Starts to de right corner of de house an' sow it clean back on round and yo's 
jes' taken pretty well care of - de house is taken care of. 

(What will that do to the house?) 
Den yore enemies won't bother yo'. 
(You do this to your own house?) 

Yessuh, to yore house. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1441), 2610:7.] 
1313. An old lady, she lives out there in [New] Kent [County, Virginia]. I 

can't call her name now, but she's a dark woman, she's got a daughter name Mattie 
about chore color, and she goes out to it every thirty days. She goes out to the 
graveyard and get about, I reckon about a half a pound that dirt. Ev'ry morning 
she changes that dirt in her shoes - says it keep the evil spirit out. And at 
nights when she go to bed she sprinkles it all around her door. [My informant, 
who intended no offense, is merely saying that a dark woman had a daughtep name 
Mattie about as white as anyone could be.] [Richmond, Va., (389), 338:2.] 

1314. Tuh pertec' yoreself why yo' git yo' some gpaveyapd dirt an' some sugah 
an' mix it togethah an' put it on de stove an' dry it. An' yo' put a little 
cayenne peppah in. it an' yo' sprinkle a little of that in yore shoe an' roun' 
cross yore do' facin' lak dat an' that keeps away enemies. (Memphis, Tenn., 
(938), 1517:1 3.] 

1315. I wouldn't do nothing but git one penny and carry it to the graveyard 
and git me some gpaveyapd dipt and tie it up and mark it arossto�ways wit a 
piece of yallah homespun cloth - tie it dis way and tie it dat way. 

(Tie it what way?) 
You tie it across like dat [demonstrates]. 
(Across one way and across the other way.) [Two diagonal ends are brought to 

the center and tied; then the other two diagonal ends are tied.] 
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C r o s s  i t . An ' I ' l l  take dat p enny and I ' l l wear i t  in my sho e f er thr e e  days 
and den I take it and throw i t  ovahbo ' r d .  N o  one will harm yuh , d ey can ' t h arm 
yuh . De only way dey kin harm yo ' is d ey kin go ovahb o ' rd and g it da t penny , b u t  
d e y  c an ' t go ovahb o ' rd to g i t  da t penny - d ey can ' t harm you n o  way i n  d e  wor l d . 

[ Crossto�ays means two city s treet s c ros s ing at righ t  ang les - a aityfied 
vers i on of a count ry crossroad . Ya ZZah homespun a Zoth i s normal ly homespun . 
Ya Z Zah e qu als unb l eached . ] [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 520) , 6 20 : 2. ]  

1316.  Thi s woman , she ' s a f requent v i s i tor t o  the g raveyard . This h as b een 
going on for the las t twenty- f ive year s [ b efore 19 3 6 ] . [ I f ] she f eels somebody 
want s t o  harm her or prej ud ice her , she takes thi s  dir t and sprinkles i t  toward 
this person . [ St .  James ,  Negro s et t lemen t on Eas t ern Shore 5 mile s  f rom Pocomoke 
C ity , Md . ,  (99 ) , by h and . ] 

1317.  Take s ome graveyard dirt like at [ t o ]  the cr os sr oad s - you know runnin ' 
ev er ' wh i ch way , and make a cross and put this d ir t  righ t  in th e middle o f  i t  and 
kiver i t  ov er and pu t sulphur in i t , and that keeps anyb ody f rom arossing you . 

(Does what ? )  
Yo u know , harm ing y ou or arossing you in any kind of way . [Memph is , T enn . , 

( 9 7 5 ) , 1578 : 11 . ] 
1318 . I ' ve h eard some peop le say you go to the g raveyard and g e t  s ome d i r t  

from a s inner-man ' s  g r ave and b r ing i t home , and put tha t in a box and pu t a hole 
in th e  t op and b ury tha t underneath the hous e , and no th ing will come there to 
hur t you . [ Hamp ton , Va . ,  ( 3 1 ) , Ed . ] 

1 3 19. If a person put any thing down f o ' yo ' ,  well yo ' kin take that graveyard 
dirt an ' mix it with s ome - yo ' know whut ah wus tel lin ' yo ' , g i t  some saltpeter . 
Mix i t  wi th s altpeter an ' spr inkle - j is '  sprinkle it in yore hous e an ' that ' l l 
do ' way wi th tha t . [ L i t t l e  Ro ck , Ark . , (903) , 1475 : 4 . ] 

1320.  Now , dis thing , when y o ' go to this cemet ery an ' g it th is dirt , if a 
pers on happen tuh b it e  chew or anything , j es '  take dis d ir t  an ' pu t it on dis 
p l ace an ' it will rot out dere t e eth . [ The usual r i te to r o t  t e eth of a person 
b i t ing you demands ch icken manur e (No . l189f. , p.428) ; les s  u su al , chi cken egg , 
No . l19 3f . ,  p. 4 2 9 . ]  [Wi l s on , N .  Car . , (1467 ) , 2 651 : 14. ] 

1321. Yo ' kin t ake a dime an ' put it r ound yore laig , an ' yo ' take some 
graveyard dirt an ' sulphur an ' red p eppah s eed an ' wear i t in yore shoes , an ' 
yo ' kin walk ovah it [ hoodoo ] an ' it won ' t  harm yo ' . [ Fay et t eville , N .  C ar . , 
( 14 25 ) , 25 7 0 : 10 . ]  

1 3 2 2. I f  s omebody have done put down s omep in f o ' ' em ,  d ey gQ in de graveyard 
an ' g i t  a l i t t l e  d ir t an ' rub on de spot - g i t  ever ' thing s tr aigh t ened out , g it 
wel l  ag in . 

(You say if they ar e poisoned ins id e ? ) 
No s ir , j es '  lak a snake b i t  ' em ,  s ee .  Dey kin g o  ou t der e an ' g i t  a lit t l e  

b i t o f  dat d ir t  an ' rub on i t . Dat k i l l  i t . [ Flo rence , S .  C . , ( 12 86 ) ,  2185 : 8. ]  
1323. Ah h eard dat a fellah was supposed to b e  a pro f es s i onal in dat kind of 

thing . He would take da t di r t  if yo ' in troub l e  - he ' d  go to de graveyar d an ' 
git it out of de north end of - yo ' know de graves b e ' s  mos tly ea s t  an ' wes t . 
We l l , de north side what ah would mean to say . 

(O f the grave . )  
O f  d e  g rave . Rea ch down - j es t  go down an ' g i t  - pu t chure han ' way d own , 

even if yo ' don ' t  gi t  clean to de body . But dey say yo ' mus t go to yor e e lb ow 
an ' g i t  dat d i r t , an ' sav e  i t  till i t  come to - if it ' s  dry s and , an ' i f  yo ' in 
t roub le or want to 8 i t  ' way from yore enemi es , yo ' hold dat an ' let d e  wind b low 
nor th direc tion an ' dat will free yo ' of dat troub le - w i t  dat graveyard dirt. 

(You j u s t  hold that d r y  s and . ) 
Jes t hold i t  out an ' let d e  wind take i t  away yo ' s e e . 
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(The wind blowing north . And wher e  do you hold this - out at the cemetery or 
when you get home? ) 

Af ter yo ' g i t  home . Yo ' see yo ' take da t ' way from de c eme tery . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1046) , 17 01 : 6 . ] 

1324 . Take de gun an ' take de shot s  out , an ' shoot d e  powder off  roun ' de 
house in de mawnin ' .  Say dat would keep de things away - keep de hant s away . 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1404) , 25 27 : 8 . ]  
GUNPOWDER 1325 . Spr inkle gunpowder around hous e  to keep p eople from harming 

you . [ Washing ton , D .  C . , ( ? ) , 805 : 5 . ] 
13 2 6 . J is ' lak if somebody got a sp ell on me or yo ' an ' yo ' wanta git  i t of fa 
there , yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' kin j is '  take dat gunpowder , dat black gunpowder . 
Ah think it ' s  a number s even - s even- ' Zeven s omep in such . But anyhow , de b lack 
powder . Spread it on a papah an ' po ' yo ' 'bout a teas poonful of turpentine on 
it an ' light de papah , an ' when de papah git  up to de powder de powder will b laze 
up .  An '  whosomevah put dat spell on yo ' ,  it will j ump offa yo ' b ack on dem o  

(Don ' t  you put anything els e on tha t  paper besides that ? )  [ I  was probab ly 
thinking of a name or incantation . Intention would b e  suff icient . ]  

Nuthin but de gunpowder an ' turpentine . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 12 5 5 ) � 2 1 27 : 7 . ] 
1327 . You dr ink gunpowder and whiskey . They say that ' s  good to keep ' em  from 

hurting you . See , gunpowder makes you cross and that will keep the wi tohoraft 
work f rom hurting you . [Whi skey makes ? ]  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 500 ) , 544 : 7 . ] 

1328 . He u sed b lack gunpowd er , and ah know ah was chaf ed in here and he tole 
me , he says , " I ' m  goin ' f ix you up something , "  says , "and I 'm goin ' tell you what 
I 'm goin ' put in it and then I ' m going let you see . " He says , "Now , you get me a 
half pint  of whis key . "  And I got  the whiskey and carried it  to him . He says , 
"Now , you s ee this ain ' t anything but b la ck gunpowd er . "  And he took that gun
powder and emp tied the gunpowder into the whiskey and he shook it up r ight well , 
and he anointed me down ther e and all the way across  and then , af t er that - after 
he anoint ed me , he gave me a little bag and he had asafitide e , blue stone and gun
p owder in de bag . He said , "NOW , you wear this bag next to your skin . " And ah 
took the bag and ah put i t  on me . And , he says , "And ev ery morning and every 
evening , "  he say , " you anoint yourself with this gunpowder and whiskey . "  And I 
us ed this gunpowder and whiskey . And he s ays , "And you husband - you goin ' get 
rid of your husband . "  And he was going to kill my husband for me and I d idn ' t 
know it , you know , wi th this li ttle bag he give me to wear . 

And so af ter mah husband go t sick and s tayed sick so  long - you know how you 
kin j u s t  dream things . In fact , don ' t nothing else . I always dr eam things . And 
I j u s t  saw where my husband going to die , and s omething told me to pull that bag 
off and throw it in some running wat er . And I d id , and af t er I throwed the b ag 
away , then my husb and got well . But that gunpowder and whiskey for ever kept me 
from chaf ing and I haven ' t  never chafed s ince . 

(What caused the chafing ? )  
I don ' t  know .  I imag ine j us t  per spir e or som ething - don ' t  know what  i t  was . 
(Do you think that s omebody did something to you for the chaf ing or what ? )  
Ah d idn ' t know - that ' s  why I went to somebody that I thought would know . 
(I  se e .  You went t o  a roo t dootor ? )  
Ah think so . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 749) , 1019 : 4 . ] 
1329 . Yo ' kin take a young hick ' ry dat grownin ' ,  lak yo ' see in de spring , 

yo ' see . An '  i t ' s  j es ' grownin ' up good an ' yo ' say , "Well" - suppos ed mah name 
John . "Now , ah want John tuh go down , keep his haid down , keep ou ta 

HICKORY mah business anyway . "  Twis t dat limb - twi s t  it unti l  ah could , so  ah 
could tie it . Den ah t ie it - j es '  lak ah tie a s tring an ' d en j erk it 

an ' d en stick de point of it in de ground an ' don ' look back an ' go out ' bout 
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chur e bus ines s . An ' he ' ll g i t  out of yor e bus ines s . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (prob ab ly 
informant 1 361 , who is on 2401:6) , 2400 : 2 . ]  

1 330. He ah ' s  ano ther one - this i s  impo r tan t an ' th is is wor th a heaE , too , 
b ecaus e  this is true . In de event yo ' say , now if a per s on had turn t a - cas t 

some evi l  spell upon a p erson , d ey was undah der e  spell . D i s  i s  a sure 
HOECAKE way of dem turnin ' dat spell , b reaking da t spell an ' turning i t  back to 

de one whoms omevah did i t . 
Yo ' take then - l e t  him take ab out a cUE or two cUEs of meal , make him a small 
ho ecake of b read which we s ay .  But h e  makes tha t up us ing a level cup ful o f  salt 
an ' hi s own chamber Zye .  He g i t s  whi t e  homespun an ' lay tha t - t ake away all the 
ashes out de f ir eplace an ' he lay dat homespun down f ir s t  an ' he j e s t  pat - put ' s 
dat bread down in dere an ' he pads [ pa t s ] i t  out down dere s ee ,  a f t er he ' s  mixed 
it up , an ' he turns dat - has it long enough that he folds that cloth back ovah , 
j es t  towards d e  chimley . An '  that turn that b a ck an ' b urns i t  un t i l  it all b ur n  
up . An '  den dat turns d a t  same s p e l l  b ack to de person who somevah d id i t . 

[ The baker cleans a place on the hear th by removing ashes , lays a p iece of 
wh i t e  (unb leached ) homespun on the cleaned p lace , s p reads or pats out his hoec ake 
on the homespun ,  has the homespun long enough so tha t  by lif t ing up th e out er 
edg e and b ending it back towards the chimney the hoecake i s  turned comp letely 
over towards the chimney . ]  

(Where d id you hear tha t ? ) 
Well , ah got dat from a ole mas t er cra f tman . 
( I t  sounds old . )  
Y es , s ir . Well , i t ' s no t so o ld but dat ' s  de t ruth . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1086 ) , 

1754 : 4.] 
1331. Take b lack hog hoo f  an ' make a t ea of them an ' g ive a body dat ' s  g o t  

pneumonia an ' dat will ki ll pneumonia . [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (145 2 ) , 2649 : 4. ]  

HOG 
1 33 2. Well , th is cow an ' hog hoof , de hog hoo f - yo ' take yo ' a hog hoo f 
an ' b o i l  it - j es '  lak yor e ch ile - take dat hoof an ' b o i l  i t  an ' take and 
g ive a chile some de wa tah , let him drink de watah , an ' take a fr o g , a live 

frog an ' s p l i t  him wide open an ' ho I '  de chil e , pu t him on his mouth lak d is , wit 
de whoop in ' cough . 

(You mus t us e  b o th thing s ? ) 
Yessuh - boil de hoo f o f  de hog an ' let him dr ink d e  wa tah an ' d en j e s t ke tch 

yo ' a frog an ' split him open an ' hold him right ovah d e  mouth - da t ' s  f o ' d e  
whoop i n  , cough . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2646 : 15.] 

1333 . Take d e  milk of a hog , de ho g milk , an ' mayb e yo ' got boy da t s tut t er , 
anybody dat stutt er an ' cain ' t deliver der e words . An ' whi le he '. s tryin ' tuh g i t  
h i s  word out , yo '  hit ' em  i n  d e  mouth w i t  d a t  milk , he ' ll always ta lk p l ain . 
[ L i ttle Rock , Ark . , (900) , 147 3:16. ] 

1334. They tell me you can take a frog , catch a frog alive , and you put him 
into any kind of a p o t  or skillet and you p arch i t  unt i l  it come to a dus t , and 

HOG HOOF POWDER 
COMMERCIAL PREPARATION 

you sprinkle this over the f ood - you know , j us t  parch 
i t  unt il you can j us t  make a dus t out of it and put it 
in the food . And when they eat it it b ecome live again 
in ' em .  They do the same thing wi t a snake or s corp ion . 

(How do they g e t  tho se things out of them? ) 
How do you get ' em  out ? You takes sweet milk and something they call hog 

hoof - that ' s a powder you get it down here a t  the Cracker Jack Drug S tore and 
you put i t  in there and you boils it . S ee , g et fresh sweet milk . Wel l , you put 
i t  in ther e [ the hog hoof powder] and you boils i t  up . Wel l ,  you dr ink tha t and 
you vomit it up . [New Or leans , La . ,  (838) , 1261 : 9 .] 

1335. Ah know a man right in heah , in Jacks onvi l l e , that had caugh t a sp e l l  
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and he told me that he was slobb ering - took dat additional spell . And h e  tole 
me - said a man [ doatop] g ive him a hor s ehair tha t  h e  h ad pulled i t  ou t o f  d e  

hor se ' s  tail , n o t  a t  de t ip end of de hors e ' s  tai l [ but ] up heah s ome
HORSE wher es clo se to his back .  And he pu t de hor s ehair into a b o ttle and h e  

t o l d  him t o  let i t  s tay i n  there nine days . And de hors ehair , he to ld 
me , turned to a snake . And he said , he to ld him den , to take that wa ter and b ath 
his he ad with it and h is eyes . And he [doatop] said a f t er den , he s aid a f t er den 
he never would have de spell . Now , that man i s  right here r ight now . 

(You say he was s lobb ering . ) 
He was s lobb ering at de mouth . Ah know dat to b e  true - he was s lobb er ing , 

he ' d  shake his head like da t and s lobb er-s lobber go all ov er him . [ Jacks onville , 
Fla . , ( 548 ) , 68 2 : 2 . ] 

1336 . A woman ' s  in d e  family way an ' i f  i t  b e  from mah husb and an ' ah d idn ' t 
car e , an ' ah knowed i t  b e  f r om mah husb an ' , an ' she g ive me a lot of troub le ,  den 
ah git a mare ' s  r ope an ' put it righ t  wher e she walks , an '  put dat ma re ' s  rope 
an ' if she cr os s i t , she cain ' t have that b aby - that b aby ' s g o in ' be apossed in 
der e . Cit a mar e ' s  r ope . 

( I t  j us t  has to be the rop e they t i e  around a mar e ' s  neck? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight - whut d ey b e en us in ' on a o le mare hor s e .  Try tuh g i t  the rop e 

f r om her an ' put it in wher e she passes all d e  t ime an ' if she cr oss i t  she can ' t  
have that b aby . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1 5 68 ) , 2880 : 9 . ] 

1337 . We l l , dere somethin ' de woman g i t s  out his [horse ' s ] laig called dat 
nigh t-eye [ see f o llowing rite ] , an ' yo ' take some of that , if a man or a woman 
is per i shin ' wi th de toothache an ' d ey can ' t gi t eas e . Take a leetle bit of dat , 
take an ' pound i t  up an ' git i t  in d e  hollow of de tooth , an ' yo '  won ' t have any 
mo ' too tha ch e  an ' yo ' won 't have any troub le wi t nOne of yor e t eeth . [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 1 ) , 2401 : 6 . ] 

1338 . An ' then , if you wan t a  makes sores on a p er son - you wan t a  know ab out 
tha t ?  

(Yes . ) 
We ll now , if you wan ' a  make s or e s  on a person fer j es '  sass [ perver seness ] , 

eat ' em  up j es '  like it do vi trine [v itrio l ] , you know - eat choo up if they 
throw vitr ' ol on you . We ll now , you see the s e hors es go up an ' down th e s tre e t ?  
Well , you s e e  them little b l ack p lace s  o n  ' em? Those r ough p lace s ?  

(Tho s e  l i t t l e  kn o t s  like war t s ? ) 
Yeah . Oat ' s  wh a '  choo call hor s e night-eyes . Now , I ' ll s ay f er a ninstance -

now , if I wan ' a hurt choo or harm you in any way , I cut dat out dat hors e .  Ain ' t 
gon ' a  hur t  ' im ,  cut i t  out . An '  then I take i t  an ' rub s  on your clo the s , on your 
wear in , appure Z .  See , rub i t  all on your collah [ co l lar ] - s e e , like th is . An '  
then when I r ub i t  on th er e , when you put them clothes on , that j es '  cont inue s 
to eat choo up - s ores all over you . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 4 0 4 , Rumpadee, my f ir st 
doatop o f  th e f ema le s ex - see In troduc tion and Ind ex) , .  353 : 8 . ]  

1 3 3 9 .  You kin take a horsesho e if you s ee gho s tes and - you goin ' in a dark 
p lace and you kin look and see ghos t e s , you kin have yor e hor s eshoe and spi t  on 

it and thr ow i t  over your should er and the ghos tes won ' t  harm y ou all 
HORSE SHOE de way home . Like if you s taye d  in de country and you have a long 

j ourney to go late at night , and you us ed to seeing yore grandmo ther 
and you don ' t  wanta s e e  her - you know , it f r ightens you to s e e  her coming and 
dere is nobody . We ll , you thr ow tha t  over yore shoulder and yo ' all r igh t . 
[ Jacks onville , Fla . , ( 5 50 ) , 689 : 7 . ] 

1340 . If they kep t making noises a t  nigh t and you can ' t  r e s t , and you hear 
the door s opening and closing , af ter tha t body has b e en car ried out of the home , 
they say , " I  have an id ea they ' re s t ill com ing b ack . " They would g e t  th is hor se-
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shoe and hang i t  over the door and they would have no more trouble , they said . 
They hang i t  wi th the ends down . [New York City , ( 6 ) , Ed . ]  

134 1 .  [ An  o ld hors eshoe is a lmos t invariab ly us ed in folklore , but it takes 
an opposite to prove this rule : ]  

I f  the house is haunted , put a new ho rs eshoe over the d oor . [ Snow Hill , Md . , 
( ? ) , 6 : 1 . ] 

134 2 . Yo ' hang a Zeft-foot horseshoe ovah yor e do ' ,  front do ' ,  an '  da t ' l l 
keep all evi l an ' b ad spir i t s  out . [Lef t-foot hor s eshoe is rar e . ]  [ Savannah , 
Ga . , (1260) , 2140 : 8 . ]  

1343 . Take a horseshoe and put i t  over the door and take some si Zver paper 
[ tin foil ] and wr ap it around i t , and hang it over the top of the door and y ou 

won ' t have any troub l e  with the sp ir i t  coming back - the prongs down . [ O ld Point 
Comfor t ,  Va . ,  ( 3 3 ) , Ed . ] 

1344 . Well , yo ' kin - j es t  lak , now , if somepin b e ' s aroun ' yore house sorta 
lak a s pirit or s omepin , yo ' j es t  g i t  chew a ole rus ty hors eshoe an ' nail it up 
ovah yor e f ront do ' an ' nail one up ovah yor e back do ' , an ' yo ' won ' t nevah be 
bothered wit dem no mo ' .  [ Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 10 7 2 ) , 1 7 3 3 : 4 . ]  

134 5 . Yo ' makes a r ing outa i t  an ' wear i t  fo ' luck . An '  then 
HORSESHOE NAIL yo ' take it , too , an ' wear i t  in yore haid [ hair ] f o ' headach e .  

( If you have the headach e . ) 
Yes , the hors eshoe nai l . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 137 8 ) , 2448 : 1 2 . ] 

1346 . To give you bad luck , if yo '  have a enemy or somepin like dat e 
INCENSE Dey come to your hous e - dey go t s t u f f  dey cal l de ins ent [ incens e ]  -

yo ' kin burn dat inc ent in yor e house an ' d rive dat evi l spir i t  away 
f r om y o '  out de house .  Ah ' ve wi tnes sed dat mahself . Yo ' kin buy dat at de drug 
s tore . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 1031) , 16 7 5 : 1 . ] 

1347 . Th en burn this p lain temp Ze inaense . P lain temple incens e br ings the 
good sp ir i t s  to you and the evil spir its c an ' t s t ay there . Sulphur , you know , 
that drives them away , too . [Washing ton , D. C . , ( ? ) , 805 : 8 . ] 

1348 . Dere ' s  a lady out chere dat ah went tuh once ab ou t that - like someone 
was tryin ' tuh harm me ,  and she tole me to take mah s o ck .  

(Both o f  them? ) 
IODINE No , take one of ' em  an ' cut it up . 

(Which one - the r ight or lef t or both of them? ) 
No , j est any one my sock . Say , take one o f  de socks and sp l i t  it up , and s ay 
paint it wit some iodine and den put it in de b o t tom of mah s hoe and wear i t . 
And dey say that nuthin never would - couldn ' t  do nuthin wi th me . 

(Was this a white woman or colored ? ) 
Co lored . 
(Was she sort of a root doator? Or some thing like that ?  For tune- t eller ? ) 
For tune- t eller . She had hang ing on her do ' a s ign - Madam Roos e [ ? ] . [Mob i le , 

Al a . , ( 6 5 4 ) , 85 6 : 2 . ] 
1349 . Ah want tell yuh dis . Ah go t hurt onces t in mah f eet s o  ah couldn ' t 

walk . Ah go t dese doc tors aroun ' heah and d ey all of ' em  s ay d i f f ' rent things . 
You know what called to me t o  do?  Yo ' know what a j ims on weed is ? 

J IMSON WEED (Yes , 1 know what it is . )  
It go t cockleburs s tuck on i t . Pul l  up de whole j imson weed , put 

it in a po t and boil i t , put a handful of tab le salt in i t , a hand fu l of red 
p eppah , and you suppos e  to j es t  b a th in i t  - s ee ,  j es t  a s  hot a s  you kin b ear i t . 
But ah was in such a bad f ix tha t 1 drunk a teaspoonful of i t  b efore ah went t o  
b ed that night . An '  ah was [ had b een ] down f er about eight months - ah couldn ' t  
walk - an ' de nex t  mawnin ' ah h i t  de f loor fo ' mawning [ could s tand up and walk] . 
An '  a f t er ah did it , ah ta lked wit a old experiment [ experienced ] root doator 
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and he tole dat would kill any kind of poison . [ Presumably informant took bath 
before drinking t ea .  See j imson-weed b ath , No . 1075, p .405 .] [Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (549), 686 : 1.] 

1350 . (What did these people do to get r id of these snakes?  Did you say? 
She go t wha t ? ) 

Jimson weed an ' ah ' ny [ ordinary ] dock - all dat ' s  a weed an ' some Epsom salt s , 
an ' mix it  together an ' rub dat on her laig an ' it  j is ' come right on out . 

(Got r id of these things that way ? )  
Yes suh . [ Little Rock , Ark . , (88 9), 1463 : 13 .] 
1351. I know of another lady , she had a swell leg , an ' she went r ight in the 

back of the field an ' she got s ome bushes - I reckon you have heerd talk about 
j imson weeds . Well , they got some j imson weeds an ' put vinegar on 'em - put ' em 
in vinegar - an ' put ' em  to her leg , an ' the leg completely went down .  

(How did she ge t  that swollen leg ? )  
She think dat she was hurt . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (351 ) , 391 : 5 .] 
1352. [John the Conqueror or John de Conker - plain , high or low - is not the 

name of a root ; it is the commercia l  label of several roots - identity depending 
upon digger or s eller . ]  

JOHN DE CONKER ROOT Yo ' cud [ could ] git John de Conker . Yo ' writes to New York 
an ' gits dat John de Conker . Yo ' git John de Conker an ' -

why yo ' keeps it per fumed ed wit Hearts Co logne an ' dat ' s  whut dey call de root , 
King of de Wor l ' ,  an ' hit ' ll bring happ iness , good luck to  yo ' .  Everything that 
chew undertake to do , that chew ' ll have suc cessful at . Yes , ah 've  tried that 
mahself .  [ St .  P eter sburg , Fla . , ( 1012), 163 7 : 1 .] 

1 353. Low John de Conker , dey t ell me dat ' s  might y good tuh drive away evil 
spirits  an ' bring good luck to yore home - even in o ther affair s , money af fairs . 

(How would you us e that ? )  
Yo ' totes that in yore po cket . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1174) , 1984 :3. ] 
1354 . If  you chew High John de Conker and sp it it around , no one can harm you . 

[This well-known r it e  is more frequently r es erved for trail before j udge ,  asking 
j ob of boss , and gamb ling . ]  [Nor folk ,  Va . ,  ( ? ) , 482 : 5 .] 

1355. If you carry three p ieces of High John the Conker wrapped up in your 
pocket [ a  hand ] , no one can harm you . [Petersburg , Va . , ( ? ) , 421 :2.] 

1356. Dey say d at if someone wants tuh hurt chew , git a John de Conker root , 
wrap i t  up in a piece of cloth with - an ' keep it wet [feed it ] with Hearts 
Co logne - on de lef t side neares t tuh yore  heart . 

(That will pro t ect you . )  
Fo ' protection . 
Have a John de Conker root in yor e pocket wrapp ed up in dis cologne neares t 

tuh yore heart an ' git up b efo ' de sunrise every mawnin ' an ' say yore prayers 
wi th yore mind on dis root . Say it  helps yo ' . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1195), 2014 :1.] 

135 7 .  You can mix three diff ' rent perfumes and grated High John de Conker and 
rub with to keep anyone f rom harming you . [Newport News , Va . , ( ? ) , 499 :2 .] 

1358 . Yo ' would go ahead an ' yo ' would git chew s ome John de Conker an ' yo ' 
would git chew some salt an ' yo ' would git chew some peppah an ' yo ' would git 
chew some sage or somepin , an ' put it in a bag an ' tie it roun ' yore wai s t  - sew 
it  around yore wais t .  

(They couldn ' t harm me? ) 
Couldn ' t  harm yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 56 ), 1 540 : 5 .] 
1359 . Take any ole snake dust that is dry or lizard dus t or any kinda ole 

creep ing , yo ' know , a snake lak that . Take that dus t an ' p lace it up undah the 
let tah an ' as yo '  open that 1et tah an ' git that on yore han ' s ,  na tch ' ral yo ' rub 
i t  on yore skin an ' it  will create . It take yo ' in yore han ' s  right immediately . 
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May be a little while befo ' those han ' s goes tuh eetchin ' but it will go through 
an ' through . Dose  are b lack art works . 

(What happens to my hands ? )  
Whut happens tuh yore han ' s ? Yore han ' s star t tuh eetching an '  burnin ' an ' if 

yo ' don ' t take care of ' em  wi th that snake dus t or that lizard dus t ,  thos e bumps 
will f in ' lly gr aj ' ly grow , an ' af tah while why tha t snake or that ole scorp ion 
will grow roun ' , yo ' know , in yor e skin . Yo ' see peo�le dat have snakes in dey 
laigs . Dey eithah gits i t  from sweepin ' or not takin a bath when de had things 
lak that . Dat whut i t  comes f rom .  

I f  yo ' git i t  in yore laigs , yo ' b e  sweep in ' yore f lo '  - dat ' s  when i t  gits 
on yore !aigs , yo ' see . Dat ratt lesnake dus t is on de f lo ' an ' when yo ' sweep 
it gits in de pores of yore skin an ' by not  takin ' an ' washin ' it off , i t ' ll j is ' 
grow an ' graj ' ly that little bump wi ll come an ' that snake will fin ' lly grow. 

( I s  there any way of getting them out? ) 
Yes , dere ' s  a way tuh git it out , but yo ' have tuh take herb s . Yo ' have tuh 

take j imson weed s an ' John de Conker , lodes tones . Either git John de Conker an ' 
give it to yo ' thr ee times a day in a pint of bo ilin ' watah - a teaspoonful , or 
a tablespoonful is bettah , an ' he will gradually die . [Little Rock , Ark . ,  (887 ) , 
1462 : 9 . ]  

1360 . Well , you could go to the drug s tor e . There ' s  some sort of a r oot 
there you call John de Conker roo t .  You s ee , they got j ' ints [ j oints ] in ' em  
and you get thr ee j ' ints in the root , or else you could go to the woods - o ld 
people cou ld go in the wood s and git them themselves without going to the drug 
s to re . Yes , sir .  You knows ' em  in the woods that they ' s used . You can ' t miss 
' em . And you can get them roots and boil ' em ,  and s crub your s tep s down with 
' em  wi th water and ah - for nine mornings ,  and s rinkle it round on our a l ler . 
Then you could break that up [whatever the devilment was .  [New Orleans , 
( 849) , 1312 : 6 . ]  

13 6 1 .  Had a corncob dressed and put in mah f lower yard an ' mah sis ter s tepped 
on it - right in de hollow of de foot she s tepped on i t . And shor tly after she 
stepp ed offa dat cob , de  corncob , she got where she couldn ' t  walk . An '  aft er 
that it went all over her an ' hit turned her eyes - her eyeballs were sharp as 
de end of yore f ingernails . We had fo ' do ctors tub her - couldn ' t  either one of 
de doctors do her any good . Well , my brother went fo ' miles from there and found 
a hoodOo and brought tuh her , and he ' d  taken some John de Conker and some whiskey 
and put in a quart bott le and gived tuh her to drink and to bath h er knee with , 
and that ' s  d e  only thing that cur ed her . 

(Where did this happen? ) 
Thomasville , Ala .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 689 ) , 918 : 9 . ]  
136 2 . You put dis dime and den if you us e de same root what I tell you about . 
(John the Conquer ? )  
Ye s - John de Conker and dis dime and call i t  a bodyguard. A dime and dis 

John de Conker and d is same Hearts Co logne use that together ,  and den yuh take 
dat and you make dat up like a b ag , and den you go t ' a put John de Conker and dis 
dime , fix dat together and put ' em  in a glass , in the chamber lye and let it lay 
over all night . See , leave that lay over all night and den de next morning dey 
take and dey feed it and dey wear dat around der e  waist . See , den nobody can ' t 
hur t cha o [ To feed is to dampen , letting the cloth soak up liquid - see Feed in 
Index . ] 

(What do you feed that with the next morning? ) 
You feed that with that same Hearts Co logne . Now , dey take dis and dey get a 

bottle o f  de Hearts Co logne , see and they put that in that ,  and you draw that 
together and put that aroun '  - and dey put ' em  around dey waist and then you take 
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the Hearts Co logne and put it i n  another bottle . You do that over your face in 
the morning- time when you go out in de morning-t ime - dress your face . You go 
out like dat and ain ' t nobody can ' t worry you - you see , if you got a enemy and 
you puts that thing on your face like that , you s ee ,  it wi ll st ick there . 

(I see , and they can ' t  harm you . ) [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 49 7 ) , 5 40 : 1 . ]  
1363 . Well , you take some s tee l dus t - s tee l dus t  and Conquer Root P()!J)der , 

and you mix that together wi th a little silver . Lift  up tha t  back piece in your 
shoes , don ' t you know . 

JOHN DE CONKER POWDER (That litt le piece insid e  there? )  
Inside the shoe and you puts that - sprinkle that in the 

shoe and put a d ime down in there in your shoe and wear i t .  
(Wha t will tha t  do then? ) 
That keep anybody from doing you any harm . Or takes a dime , put a hole in 

th e dime and wears it around the ankles - you know , tied around the legs . [New 
Orl eans , La . , (82 6 ) , 1205 : 4 . ] 

1364 . If a spir it-lak worryin ' yo ' ,  well yo ' kin open a pocketknife an ' 
KNI FE put it in yore pocket an ' no spir it can ' t harm yo ' - any kind of pocket

knife an ' put i t  in yore pocket an ' walk o f f . 
[ See j ack-o ' -lantern , No . 136 , p . 4 6 . ] [ Florenc e , S .  Car . , (1286) , 2 185 : 4 . ] 

1365 . A root fe llah to le me de way he done tuh keep ' em  o ff him . Ah axed 
him ,  "How come , "  ah said , "dey don ' t  bother you ? "  

He showed me , h e  said , "Yo ' see dat knife s ticking up dere on dat tree -
sticking right opposite to de way dey come? " See , he had a pocketknif e sticking 
right up in de tree , de forks of ' em .  An ' he say dat pocketknife is t o  keep dem 
of fa him . 

An ' ah axed him what did he do wit dat pocketknife . He say he had written de 
name down on a bar of soap - O:xo l Soap , an ' den he take dat bar of O:xo l Soap an ' 
go to de washs tand and wash it away , and dat mean dat wash d em  p eoples , if dere ' s  
any of ' em  his enemies j es '  clean away from ' im . He can ' t  be bothered about ' em . 

(What kind o f  soap ? What color is it? ) 
Brown O:xo l [ O:xydo l ]  Soap . 
Lak if ah don ' t  want tuh b e  bothered wit a p er son an ' ah know he worrying me , 

ah write hi s name wit a piec e of - take a match stem ,  anything , an ' j es '  write 
his name on dat b ar o f soap and go out dere to de washs tand and j es ' wash your 
hands till yo ' wash it  aways . Dat gi ts rid of dat . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . ,  
(99 5 ) , 1 608 : 4 . ] 

1366 . Yo ' take yore knife an ' [ from your too th] git a drop or two of b lood 
on dat knif e ,  an ' den yo ' take it to da t  tree , de black gum tree . Yo ' git  dat 
b lood ou ta dere an ' den take dat knife an ' go dere an ' chip da t tree , an ' stick 
dat knife in dere an ' den put de chip back ovah it  an ' leave it there . Dat cure 
yore toothache . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1503) , 2 6 7 0 : 4 . 1  

1 3 6 7 . [A f ew knot s  were given in Nos . 1016-102 5 ,  pp . 3 89-39l . ] 
KNOTS AGAIN Fa ' cramps , or say if yo ' havin ' chills an ' f ever , t ie one [ string ] 

roun '  her wai s t  an ' put thr ee knots in dere an ' wear i t .  Do dat , 
dat ' ll counteract that . 

(Jus t tie these three knots into a s tring? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 137 2 ) , 2430 : 9 . ]  
1368 . If you b e  having chills , you s ee , [ you] kin take a piece of cord s tring 

and j us t  as many chills as you done have , you j ust tie a knot in there and dip it 
in some turpentine and tie i t  back round yo ' wais t ;  if you done have f ive chills , 
you put five knot s  in that s tring there and tie it round yo ' waist . That ' s  going 
to stop them chills . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 5 3 6 ) , 1007 : 1 5 . ]  

1369 . That ' s  another thing in chills that you kin do . You kin take a cord 
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s t ring and f i t  it around your wais t , that is ,  leave it long enough to tie . And 
if you having any chills or anything like that , you pu t it down in turp ent ine and 
pull it ou t - d ip it down wi th your f ing er and tie it around your wais t . I t ' s a 
sur e  cure f o r  ahi lls and fevep . I t ' ll r e ' lly br eak ' em  up that will , too . Put 
nine kno t s  in i t  - s e e , nine kno t s  and if you do i t , you ain ' t  g o in ' to have no 
mor e chills . You might have one mor e but a f ter it you won ' t  have no more . Wear 
it nine d ays around your wais t and a f t er tha t you kin take it o f f  and b urn i t  up . 
Them chills is gone . [ Cf. No . 1019 , p . 390 . ] [ Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 5 6) , 1036 : 2 . ]  

137 0 .  For backach e  you take a cor d s tring and you t ie nine kno t s  in i t  and 
get you a b o t t le of t urpen t ine and wet that s tr ing good in tha t tur p entine and 
wear tha t  ar ound your wa is t . And that turpent ine will kill the pains in your 
back .  [ N ew Orleans , La . , (855) , 1352 : 7 . ] 

137 1 . G i t  chew a s tr ing an ' t i e  nine kno ts into that string an ' dip i t  in de 
turp en t ine an ' tie it roun ' d ey haid an ' dat a good cur e fo ' he adache . Ah ' ve 
tr ied that , yes . [ Cf. No . 1024 , p . 39 l . ] [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 137 5) , 2448 : 5 . ) 

137 2 . If yo ' have d e  headache , ah ' ve heard dat one . J es ' lak yo ' have d e  
h eadache an ' can ' t  g i t  r i d  o f  de headach e  - headache ' s  worryin ' yo ' all de time . 
Every time yo ' turn roun ' de headache worryin ' yo ' ,  yo ' go ahead an ' take yo ' a 
thread s tring an ' tie nine knot s  in i t  - take it to de b ack of yore haid an ' tie 
nine in de back . J es ' take it a f tah yo ' t ie nine heah - t ie nine heah a t  de b ack 
of it but tie nine heah , too . Nine on de fo ' head an ' nine on dat rope [ st r ing ]  
b ehin ' , see . Jes ' t i e  nine back dere an ' dat ' ll s top d e  headache . [ Florence , 
S .  Car . , ( 1311) , 2223 : 7 . ) 

137 3 .  If i t ' s  a f ever dat chew have nevah been cured o f  b efo ' - tha t is if 
i t ' s  a f ever dat yo ' wus goin ' r ound wit - if it wus malary f ev er - that yo ' 
could take an ' t i e  nine kno ts in a p iece of s t r ing an ' take an ' t i e  i t  round yor e 
wais t an ' s leep wit i t  at nigh t , an ' g i t  up in de mawnin ' t ime an ' go an ' tie it 
round a tree - j es ' any kinda tr ee an ' leave i t  wit ' out lookin ' b a ck .  

(That would cure you? ) 
Yes s ir , dat would cur e yo ' b ecaus e ah ' v e  d one dat e [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1226) , 

2084 : 6 . ] 
137 4 . [ The se ar e pr o t ec t ion hands agains t evi l int ent . A b et t er d es cr ip t ion 

of lodes tone qualit i es and uses will b e  f ound under s ubd ivision Hands and in 
Index . ] 

LODE STONE Git lod es tone , cayenne p eppah an ' sugah - not salt , sugah . Git lode-
s tone , genuine lod es tone from d e  drug s to ' an ' yo ' git chew s ome sugah 

an ' c ayenne peppah , not b lack p eppah , an ' s ew  it into a flannel an ' wear i t  r ight 
in yor e hip po cket where yor e wat ch go in at . An '  that aposses yore enemie s -
th ey cain ' t  harm yo ' .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , (936) , 15 14 : 9 . ] 

137 5 . Ah hear that yo '  kin g i t  a piece of lodes tone and take a ne edle and 
br eak in thr e e  par ts and on a Fr iday morning - be sur e it ' s on a Friday morning , 
and s t ick each part of tha t need le in de s ide o f  that lod es tone . S ew  it up .in a 
r ed p iece of flannel and wear i t  and dey can ' t  do you no harm . [Mob ile , Ala . ,  
(674) , 890 : 6 . ] 

137 6 .  Yo ' g i t  yo ' a little b i t  of s altp e t er and a li t t l e  tab le salt and a 
li t t le tiny b i t  of lodestone and yo ' put dat together . Git yo ' a p i e ce o f  red 
flannel - j es '  a r ed little sha llow clo th like , and r oll i t  up in a p i ec e  of red 
flannel and make a knot ou t of it , and you take tha t f lannel and yo ' take you a 
s tr ing and tie it and wear it around yore wais t . And yo ' take th at th ing and yo '  
peduae [feed] that thing with HeaPts Cologne f er nine days , and den tha t  breaks 
it up - dey c an ' t  come d er e . 

(Wha t can ' t ? )  
I f  d ey try in ' d o  somep in to yuh - keep i t  away . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 2 ) , 
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7 63 : 3 . ] 
13 7 7 . [ Hoodoo lye is 

the f ormer more f r e quen t  

LYE 
RED DEVIL AND RED SEAL 

almo s t  always Red Devi l or Red Sea l commer ica1 b rands , 
than th e lat t er , and both b ear ing p ic torial lab e ls of 
symb o lic signif icance - mag ic and legal appr oval . ]  
If th ey f ind a red sp ider on the s t eps , they g et lye , 
c oncentr ated lye . Red Devi Z Ly e they call i t  - i t ' s  
the same kind but th ey get the kind tha t ' s  got the red 

devi l on i t . They seem to th ink tha t  the devi l will have s ome eff ec t  on i t , ' but 
you s ee it ' s  no thing - tha t ' s  only the man ' s  trademark .  Bu t dey don ' t even s eem 
t o  r ea li z e  tha t . Well , they ' ll s crub that porch o f f  with it and spr inkle sulphur 
and sugar ar ound - burn it , you know .  And they ' ll burn s ulphur on an ole shoe 
sole . Tha t ' s  to d i sp el the wi tchcraft tha t  people will put down . [ Mobi le , Ala . , 
( 6 5 0 ) , 841 : 1 . } 

13 7 8 . Git a can of po tash - Devi l  Lye .  Yo ' hear ta lk o f  Devi l Lye with t he 
d ev i l  with the r ed head on the c an of pota sh . Git chew nine nails - t en-p enny 
nails an ' g i t  - put in nine new n eedles , d es e g oldeye need les . Bury it in de 
cen t er of de ga te . Da t ' s  to turn back de d evil-like - dat ' s  if anyb ody tryin ' 
tuh hurt ch a o  

(Wha t d o  you do with thes e need les and nai ls ? Where do you pu t  them? ) 
Pu t them on top of that can of p o tash in the g a t e , when y o ' bury it ab out tha t 

deep . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1102 ) , 1 7 7 6 : 4 . ]  
13 7 9 .  Is dey b o therin ' yo ' , whut shall yo ' do? Well , yo ' s hall g i t  yo ' a can 

of Red Sea l Lye . S ee , yo ' take dat Red Sea l Lye an ' yo ' g i t  ch ew a tab lespoon 
of sugah an '  yo ' gi t chew two or thr e e  d,rops of Jockey Club Perfume an ' yo ' take 
tha t  an ' yo ' go all ar oun '  yore hous e an ' ar oun ' the edg es o f  yore po ' ch , 1ak 
this . Jes ' spr inkle it all around in all d e  corner s as y o ' come in yore hous e ,  
an ' yo ' take j es ' a l i t t l e  o f  that ley an ' throw two or thr ee grains up in each 
corner , an ' that keep s  ' em  away . [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 154 7 ) , 2 80 6 : 7 . )  

1380 . Ah heard ' em  tell of - s ay if anyb ody got pois oned or put down any thing 
f o ' yo ' an ' yo ' d on ' t  wanta move , yo ' j es '  g i t  chew two t en-c en t  can of potash , 
Red Devi Z Lye , an ' a t  twelve a ' c lock in d e  n ight yo ' dig a hole a s  d eep as yore 
elb ow - measure yore hand all down - g o t ta do it exac t ly at twelv e  though . An '  
yo '  bury a can o f  dat po t ash an ' g i t  chew a b r and-new box of cookin ' sa lt . 

(Wher e do you bury that potash ? ) 
Tuh de ga t e  - be tween d e  gate an ' de s t ep s ,  at twelve a ' c 10ck in d e  n igh t . 
(Tha t ' s  j us t one c an? ) 

Yo ' put one c an dere an ' a f r es h  b ox o f  salt whut chew have nevah nus ed any 
of i t  • • • •  Yo ' dig dat hole an ' yo '  p u t  dat po tash down in dere an ' p o ' da t cookin ' 
sa lt , de who le b ox ,  on top of i t  tuh yo r e  f r ont an ' yor e  back . Ah don ' t car e 
whut it is dey put down round der e ,  dat potash will eat it up . I t  can ' t  hurt 
chew - c an ' t harm yo ' .  [ Br unswick , Ga . , ( 12 0 1) , 2016 : 12 . ] 

138 1 . Dat a v ery cheap thing , d a t  lye . Take dat lye an ' op en d e  can an ' bury 
i t  a t  d e  foot o f  de f ront s t ep s when yo ' comi n '  out , an ' b ury i t  at d e  f o o t  of de 
b ack s t eps . Af t ah de ly e i s  sot down , no wi tchcraft wha tevah kin take yo ' in , 
be caus e it eats it all up . S ee , i t  cain ' t s e t  in . [ New Orl eans , La . , ( 15 60 ) , 
2854 : 8 . ) 

13 8 2 . Now , if anyone try tuh harm yo ' or anything 1ak dat in yor e  home , y o ' 
heah talk of dis Red Devi l Lye .  We ll , yo ' goes tuh work an ' g i t  chew - put one 
tuh de f us t  gate chew g i t  in , r igh t as yo ' come ins ide yore gate , an ' de nex t yo ' 
go tuh work an ' put on e on d is s ide of de s tep an ' one on de o thah s id e  an ' den 
yo ' kin pu t  one r ight se t t in ' in d e  middle o f  de s teps . Dat ' l l keep ' em out . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 62 ) , 2402 : 4 . }  

1383 . Git chew a box of [Red } Devi l Lye an ' bury one a t  chure s t ep , one at 
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each corner yore hous e or either at each corner of yore yard where yo ' comes in 
an ' go out , an ' b 1uestone an '  brimstone , b ut open de top of it an ' put de brim
s tone an ' b 1ues tone an ' de r ed peppah on de top . Yo ' s ee ,  dat ' s  good tuh keep 
'em away , kil l out all de germs an ' everything an ' take care o f  de home . I t  

will destroy all dat wus dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1364 ) , 2409 : 3 . ] 
1384 . P eoples has bur ied things in trees an ' i t ' s 10tsa time s p eop le kin use 

de b ark of fa an ' dat ' s  good fo ' dif f ' rent kind o f  medic ines . From a willow tree 
it ' s  good fo ' whoopin ' cough . An ' yo '  kin gi t  d e  twigs from a maple tree 

MAPLE cause - yo ' heah de name of maple tree didn ' t  chew ?  Well , yo ' kin git  
de twigs from a map le tree an ' i t ' s  good fo ' any kind of eyesight tuh 

boil de bark an ' use it fo r any kind o f  b ad eyesight , j es '  1ak yo '  got  a catarac ' 
ovah de eye . Or eithah , prob ' b 1y ,  mayb e yo ' hard of hearin ' - it ' s  caus ed from 
yore eyesight . Yo ' kin boil de watah an ' it ' s  good fo ' dat e [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 1518) , 2696 : 6 .  ] 

1385 . Yo ' kin take the dus t  from a ants b ed an ' i t ' s  lucky to yo ' ,  becaus e de  
ant dey say is go t  de busiest body o f  de cr ea tures dat  lives or somepin lak dat 

an ' yo ' kin u se the dus t fo ' luck . Yo ' don ' t  have tuh us e anyth ing 
MAY-WATER with ant ' s  dus t  fo ' luck , j es '  pepfect luck . Bu t if yo ' wanted it 

fo ' gamb lin ' or somepin 1ak dat , yo ' ll have tuh take d e  ants dus t  
an ' take May-wa tah , yo ' gotta us e j es '  one month - see , May-watah ,  whut it rains 
lak when it first rains . Yo ' git  this May-wa tah an ' us e  i t  in a bottle an ' use 
this ant ' s dus t in it an ' it ' s lucky fo ' gamb lin ' .  Yo ' have tuh s top it up real 
tight an ' let it s et in a dark place , s ee ,  fo ' luck . 

(You don ' t  c arry that with you when you gamb le or anything ? )  
No , yo '  washes yore han '  in i t  - wash yore han ' in i t  b efo ' leavin ' home . 
(The May-water is  the f irs t r ain in May? ) 
De f ir s t  rain in May , yo ' gotta g it dat fo ' luck but chew cain ' t use it . J es ' 

lak if it already done r ain in May , don ' t git de s econd watah , yo ' gotta git de 
firs t watah . 

(Anything else you can do with May-water ? ) 
Yo ' kin use fo ' eyes ,  yo ' kin us e i t  fo ' sore places , use it fo ' any kinda 

' fected part o f  diseas e .  If a person prob ' b ly have d e  s if tic [ syphilis ] or 
g on ' rhea ' bout de body , yo ' kin use di s May-watah but chew gotta us e o thah things 
with it . [ See May-water , No . 986 , p . 381 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 26 97 : 10 . ] 

1386 . That ' s  if you can git it . That ' s  hard to b e  go t , becaus e she won ' t let 
you take i t  anyway , to carry it away anywheres to us e for eye purpose .  

Jus t like you have a s or e  eye or something gits in your eye , and a 
MILK - HUMAN woman ' s  go t a b aby , you let her milk drap in your eye and if ther e 

i s  a sore or something in your eye , that ' ll take it out . If you 
got a sore eye , i t ' ll cure it . [ For cow milk ,  see No . l196f . ,  p . 429 , & Index . ]  
[New Or leans , La . ,  (855) , 1352 : 2 . ]  

1387 . Well , a mistletoe is a bush - a little bush dat gr ows . in de  oak tr ee 
down in de swamps . Doesn ' t  grow any higher den dat [ demons trates ] .  An '  yo ' git 

that . As long as yo ' keep dat -
MISTLETOE (What do you do with that after you get it ? )  

Yo ' take it an ' yo ' keep i t  dPBss ed. 
(What do you mean by keeping it dressed? )  

Wit HeaPts Co logne . 
(And what do you do with it  after you dress it with Hearts Co logne ? )  
Keep it with yo ' . 
(What does that do ? )  
Well , dat keep s yor e enemies of f yo ' . {Waycross , Ga . , ( 1157 ) , 19 28 : 6 . ]  
1388 . Only , les sen it was a kid or somepin couldn ' t  talk plain yo ' know , an ' 
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anybody else dat , yo ' know , dey say couldn ' t  explain de words plain enough .  Yo ' 
takes a mockingbird egg an ' cook it chew know good an ' hard , an '  

MOCKINGBIRD eat it an ' put a little vinegar on it . Dat ' ll make 'em talk plain . 
(Where did you hear that ? )  

Oa t was done in my country - ah experienced dat e 
( In Georgia? ) 
Yes , s ir . [ Af t er No . 1035 , p . 395 , was typed I found this more d etailed 

b elief . ]  { St .  P et er sburg , Fla . , ( 1021) , 1652 : 11 . ] 
[ There are dang er s in the prec eding rit e : ] 
1389 . If you rob a mockingbird ' s  nest , that makes you go necked [ naked ] an ' 

hungry .  I t ' s  a s in t o  rob a mockingb ird ' s  nes t .  Yes s ir ,  they say that ' s  re I lly 
the truth . [New Or leans , La . , (783 ) ,  1086 : 6 . ] 

1390 . Say if  yo ' eat de mockingbird ' s  egg why yo ' couldn ' t  keep nuthin but 
whut yo ' d  tell it tuh ever ' an ' ever ' body - say if yo ' eat de mockingb ird ' s egg , 
b ut ah haven ' t tried i t . 

(What would i t  do if you eat thos e eggs ? )  
Say if yo ' eat de mockingb ird ' s  eggs why yo ' couldn ' t  keep no s ecrets atall -

yo ' tell ever ' thing yo ' know . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1128) , 1833 : 10 . ]  
1391 . Well now , j es t  lak a woman in a pregnant condition - now , ah kin take 

dat mockingbi�d ai g an ' fix i t  an ' go scatter i t  in her tea an ' give dat woman 
some , an ' dat chile will nevah b e  nuthin but a tattler an ' news-carrier , be j es t  
busy bee o r  anyth ing . [Waycros s , Ga . , (107 4) , 1740 : 1 . ] 

139 2 . A mockin ' bird to make a man always untr uthful - cook i t  an ' put i t  in 
h is food , cook d e  mockin ' bird aig . Yes s ir , tell lies in ever ' thing he  mention . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1149 ) , 187 6 : 6 . ] 

1393 . Ah ' ve heard about wire nail . J es ' lak ah b e  walkin ' in dis house or 
either walkin ' out d ere in de s tr ee t . Ah go an ' g it me a wire nail - git one dat 

s tickin ' up in d e  groun ' an ' ah go ahead an ' wa lk on dat nail .  Ah ' ll take 
NAIL dis wire nail an ' carry it to a tree . When ah carry it to dis tree , take 

i t  d en an ' nail it up to de head , an ' ah ' ll nevah have any s oreness in mah 
f eet from no wir e nai l .  An '  either dat , den if it ' s  a rus ty nail ,  ah ' ll nail i t  
in d e  tr ee an ' ah will nevah have n o  lo ckj aw . { Florence , S .  C . , (1311) , 2223 : 8 . ]  

1394 . I have heard the old people say that you can take a lock of your hair , 
and a p iece of your underwear , and nine nails - five up and four down , and bury 
it righ t  down a t  the sill of your door and lean it out from the hous e . You lean 
the package out very carefully - you bury it j us t  out of s ight . Take your lef t 
foot and drag the dirt over it and cover it . If  anybody walks over it , that 
keep s them from trespas sing . You won ' t have any troub le with them any more . 
[ Fred ericksburg , Va . , ( 1 ) , Ed . 1  

1395 . (What do they do with the needles ? )  
They s tring ' em all on a thr ead an ' drop ' em  down b etween de breast tuh dry 

milk in de br eas t fo ' a baby .  
(They j ust let them h ang on the breas t ? )  

NEEDLE Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1503 ) , 2670 : 3 . ] 
1396 . Wa l ,  yo ' j est git yo ' self a brand-new goldeye needle and stick 

it in a s t opper - cork - and yo ' wear it aroun ' yore neck . Let it go right heah 
below de hear t . An '  yo ' wear it  around yor e neck an ' nuthin dey do , as long as 
dat need le is on yo ' - tain ' t  nuthin dey do kin harm yo ' .  [ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , 
( 59 6) , 7 68 : 6 . ]  

1397 . You gets their name . Af ter you gets their name , take a needle , and 
take that needle and you cross  it like this and after you cross  it like that , you 
take it and you put in a piece of pap er - b rown paper , mind you - and you write 
their names on ther e f ive t imes . And after you write the names f ive times , you 
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turn thisaway and you take it [ demons trates ] .  
(This way - th ey wrap it t o  you? ) 
Wrap i t  t o  you - don ' t  wrap it  from you - wrap it to you and then you takes 

that and you wear in your pocket - in your pocketb ook and keep it on you and 
anybody can ' t do you nothing . 

(You take one needle , did you say? ) 
Two need les , and cross them like this . 
(Oh l two need les , I s ee , you just  cross  them in that piece of paper ? ) 
Cross ' em in there  and turn ' em  thisaway . [New Or leans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1110 : 4 . ] 
139 8 . Put nine needles an ' a toothpick in a bottle , an ' pbur Heapts PepjUme 

on i t  an ' s top it up real tight , an ' keep dat roun ' yer bed all de time to keep 
peoples away f rom you from harmin ' you . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (330 ) , 26 8 : 3+85 . ]  

1399 . They s ay you take nine needles and put ' em in a bot t le of  turpentine 
and you can wear i t  or either put it down under your bed and nobody won ' t  hupt 
you . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 243) , 2 41 : 4 . ]  

1400 . Mayb e  yo ' got a catarak in yore eye , or maybe yo ' have dose little ole 
bumps chew know dat come on dere an '  nearly put chure eye out . Yo ' g it nine 
aambpia needles an ' s tick ' em all up togethah - yo ' know , a little bunch , ovah 
de do ' an ' d en yo ' walk , pas s in an ' out de do ' fo ' nine times - keep count , for 
nine days yo ' know . Den yo ' kin take ' em down - yo ' kin throw ' em away - yo ' kin 
see . So you don ' t s ew  with ' em  [ again] . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1142 ) , 1860 : 1 . ] 

1401 . You us e four goldeye needles around the hous e - put one in each corner 
on the s ide o f  the hous e on the outs id e .  It ' s  ag ains t the one [ intending evi l]  
outside , an ' they can ' t inter fer e  [wi th ] you at all . Nobody kin do  anything to  
you . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 20 ) , 134 : 3+85 . ]  

NUTMEG 

OAK 

1402 . A nutmeg around your neck keep ' em from fixin ' you , poison you . 
[ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 244) , 241 : 5 . ] 
140 3 . Go to a oak tree an ' git j es '  lak dis red oak bark , i f  a woman 
b e ' s s ick or anything wi th s tomach trouble , an ' take an ' make a tea of 
it an ' take a douche wi t it . Why , it  will cure stomach trouble .  

[ Sumt er ,  S .  Car . , ( 1363) , 2 404 : 5 . ] 
1404 . I know one thing - you wear a acorn on a string around the neck b eneath 

the shir t and that will keep spells away . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 6 3 ) , Ed . ]  
1405 . If  you take a red onion and cut it  and put hal f  up over your door  or 

j es '  anywhere where it  could be kept and take de res t  of  it and burn it  up to 

ONION 
ashes and wear it in your shoes , that ' ll keep anyone from hupting you . 
[ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 242) , 240 : 2 . ]  
1406 . L et onion peelings and sulphur burn all day in closed room ; no one 

can harm you . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 369 : 4 . ] 
1407 . Take de red onion an ' split it  open an ' if yo ' got ho t f ever , yo ' kin 

b ind i t to yore haid or b ind it  to yore breas t , anywhere ' bout chew lak dat , an ' 
it ' ll break a fever . [ Fayetteville , N . Car . , ( 1443 ) , 2614 : 11 . ] 

1408 . Peel a onion an ' chop i t  up - cut i t  up real fine an ' pu t  i t  in a pan 
an ' put it underneath de b ed fo r fever . Dat ' s  all  ah know about that . Dey says 
fo ' fever . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 2 535 : 14 . ] 

OYSTER PLANT 
J ERUSALEM ARTICHOKE 

KOHLRABI 

1409 . If anyone poison yo ' ,  yo ' take de frog an ' kill de 
frog , or either yo ' kin , if yo '  go t nerve enough to gut him 
' live , j es t  take all  his  guts out an ' cut  both side o f  him 
off  - all dis flesh an ' s tuff o f f . Jes t  leave his back an ' 
his hind leg an ' his front one an ' his head - j es '  cut his 

b elly off an ' put i t  int o  dis bottle wi t vinegar , red vinegar , an ' a ft er yo ' put 
it in de re , yo ' put some artichoke , something dey call ar tichokes . Put da t  in 
d er e  wit some red cayenne peppah . Put dat in dere an ' some sulphur an ' set it  
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fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' then yo ' drink that three times a day or 
at night - when yo ' want to . That wi ll relief anything dat evah happened . 

(What does an ar tichoke look like ? ) [ I t  is j us t as well that I asked . ]  
Art ichoke is someth in ' dat grows somethin' like a potato but it ' s  kno t ty .  Ah 

got some home . 
(Green - green on the ou tsid e  isn ' t it ? And you pull off  the leaves like 

tha t ? ) [ I  mus t have demons trated . ]  
I t ' s  mos t  lak a Ir ish potato . Yo ' see some Ir ish po tatoes got little kno t s  in 

' em, comin ' out - well , it ' s  j es '  lak dat e 
(Does it  grow out of the ground? ) [ I  should have said , does it  mature above-

ground . ]  
Yes s ir - under de ground . 
(What color is i t ? ) 
I t ' s  white . Yo ' don ' t have tuh p eel i t , yo ' kin j es '  wash it off an ' scrape 

it lak dat an ' yo ' kin eat it j es '  lak i t  is . Jes ' it ain ' t got no nice tast e 
to it ; it j es '  fo ' lak vinegar an ' peppah an ' onions an ' s tuff  dey put in dere 
wit vinegar . It  something lak somepin dey sprinkle ovah gr eens , yo ' know whut 
chew call dat e 

( Sauces ? )  
Yes . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 127 9 ) , 2 17 6 : 7 . ]  
1410 . If  they was going to ar088 my house , they could do the s ame thing to 

aross my house . And if I ' d  find out that they got my house arossed ,  well then 
I would go and I would get me some sweet milk and I would get me some 

PARSLEY pars ley right out of the ground . I ' d  boil tha t  tog ether - the sweet 
milk and the parsley . I ' d scrub in this corner , that corner , that 

corner , and this corner - that ' s the four corners . I ' d scrub the four corners 
o f  the hous e firs t . And after scrubb ing those four corner s of the hous e ,  I ' d  
throw that out and I use me some fresh milk and par s ley and scrub the center of 
my floor . And that ' s  all over with . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (832) , 1240 : 3 . ]  

1411 . Then I s eed a woman taking a frog from a woman . She got some peach 
tree leaves and she boiled them until they was real , real s trong , and then she ' d 

taken tab le salt and pu t in it and saltpeter and bathed her . And she 
PEACH put twenty drops o f  turpentine in that and give her a dose of cas tor 

oil behind it and it  pas sed through her . 
(Now , what did she make to wash her wi th? And what did she give her to take 
ins ide , now? ) 

P each tree leaves - j us t  an ordinary peach tree . Well , she j us t  got those 
leaves  and she boiled them until they were real , real , real s trong ; and then 
after you know , she go t ' em  boiled clean and cooled out , she put twenty drops of 
turpent ine in it , and she put so much saltpet er in it and tab le salt . Did you 
understand me? [ I  was supposed to be somewhat deaf - for reco rding purpose s . ]  

(I understand . )  
Then she bathed her with i t  and also g ive it to her to take . 
(Oh , ther e ' s j us t  one liquid - you bathe in it and you drink some ? )  
Yes . 
(I unders tand now . I s ee .  And that got  these frogs out . )  
And afterward s  she give her pur gative behind it , and it worked it all through 

her . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 6 7 ) , 1057 : 2 . ]  
141 2 .  Jes ' lak i f  yo ' go t a bo il or anything come on yo ' dat de doctors 

PENNY can ' t cure it . 
(I t usually comes from what ? ) 

I t ' s  some witaharaft or somepin lak that . Well , yo '  us e a penny . 
(How would you us e that ? )  
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Well , yo ' take dat penny an ' f or ins tance j es '  lak yo ' f ix a poul t ice - i t  may 
b e  a salt poultice , i t  may b e  a pou l t ice of snuf f ,  or [ corn] meal , or ei ther a 
p iece of bacon ; well , yo ' lay it on dere - or either a frog . Yo ' may even cu t a 
frog op en an ' lay it on dere . A frog supposed tuh draw out any kinda poison or a 
s ore or anything like dat da t ' s  no t nachur ' l .  [ For frog in cures , see No . 1 2 6 3 , 
p . 44 lf . , and Index . ]  

Well , yo ' take dat p enny an ' yo ' lay i t  next tuh da t p la ce wher e yo ' p lac e dat 
frog or anything [p oultice] whut ch ew put ovah it - on top o f  i t  - hi t wi ll draw 
it out . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 1206) , 2039 : 4 ; doatop , man . ] 

1413 . I f  yo ' had d e  cramp s  so bad yo ' can ' t  hard ly wa lk , take a nail an ' 
drive a hole in a penny an ' tie it roun ' yore laig an ' go on . Long as yo ' live 
dat cramp ' ll no t worry yo ' no mo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 104 3 ) , 16 93 : 6 . ] 

1414 . Heard of ' em usin ' a p enny for such a s  drawin ' pois on ou t of yore feet , 
if yo ' s tick a nail or somep in in yore f e et . Yo ' s e t  a p enny on i t  an ' da t will 
draw it out . { Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 7 ) , 2667 : 4 . ] 

141 5 . Say fo ' in stance anyb ody wanted to harm me . Ah would take a penny an ' 
p lace i t  into de middle of mah foot an ' ah wou ld wear dis penny all d e  t ime .  

Ah would put a dim e  - a s i lver dime up above mah knee , s e e  - an ' dere ain ' t  
nu thin yo ' kin do . Ah kin wa lk ovah anything wi t dat dime wi t a hole in it round 
mah laig . 

(Would you wear that penny , too? ) 
Could wear de p enny - could keep de p enny in de b o ttom of yore shoe , s ee .  

Yore lef t sho e .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1018 ) , 1649 : 5 . ] 
1416 . Now , j es t  like someone i s  harmin ' you , you kin take a penny and take i t  

and knock a hole troo i t  and have a f rog . Ah don ' t know if you know what a frog 
is . And cut dis frog open and place de p enny in b ef or e  you knock d e  hole in i t . 
Cover de frog back t og ether tight , and af ter cover ing de frog back , you let it 
s tay fer about th ir ty or forty minutes . Den take dis frog out - [ I  mean] take de 
penny out of de frog , bore a hole in de penny , take a cord and take dis penny and 
tie one r ound yore ankle and tie another one around de o ther ankle . Jes ' like 
the wimmin keep people from hupti� them - they take a d ime and b ore a hole in 
that d ime and put one d ime on one laig and one dime on the other laig , and then 
that will keep anybody from poisoning them or any kind of thing . Pro t ection to 
the body . An '  dat ' s  de way wit de penny .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 50 : 2 . ]  

1417 . Suppos e  that someone did something to you . You nail a penny to d e  head 
of yor e door or you s leep with thr ee pennies to d e  head of your b ed - any b ed l in 
wh ich you sleep ] . You go ta take a piece of c lo th and sleep with de thr ee pennies 
a t  d e  head of yor e b ed when you go to s leep and you ' ll wake up and den you move 
tha t  away from you . See , j est like I ' m speaking to you now , de man [who hoodooed 
you ] will come to you and r ap - speak to you and tell you dey [ ther e ]  by d e  
mattres s { I  mean] b y  de three p ennies t o  de head of yo ' b ed . 

(He will t ell you what he has done to you . He rap s . How many t imes does he 
rap ? ) 

Three times . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 519) , 613 : 9 . ] 
14 18 . Now , ah have got de pepfume weed mahs elf - i t ' s home . Yeah , it ' s  a 

vine grows in d e  woods lak dat [d emons trates ] .  Yo ' pick it [ a  leaf ] off at d e  
[ grOWing ] end . De leaf o n  it is j i s '  lak a hear t , yo ' s ee . 

PERFUME WEED Now ,  ah want show yo ' d is . Yes , h eah ' ti s  in mah pocket . Ah 
s tick it in dis pocket . Di s is a s ani tary pocket han ' scuf f . 

Se e .  An '  d is pocket han ' scuff i s  got dar-perfume odor on it , don ' t chew see . 
[ Evidently I d id no t ask to smell i t . ] 
(This pepfume weed? ) [ For its poss ib le identity , s ee Zatep. ] 

Yeah - de vine . Well , ah carry d is , don ' t  chew know j is '  all d e  t ime .  But 
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i t ' s  mus t  b e  a sani tary p i ec e  dat ' s  no t u s ed a t  all - i t ' s  gota b e  u s ed on me . 
yo ' s ee .  

(Why d o  you carry tha t ? ) 
That keeps anyone from harmin ' yo ' .  Dat ' s  whu t  ch ew as t me , don ' t yo ' s e e .  
(Has this pepfume weed any other name? ) 

Y eah . I t ' s  j es '  call pepfume weed, but yo ' dress i t  yores el f , yo ' s ee .  
(How d o  you t ake the perfume out of that we ed ? )  
Well , l is ten , i t  already smells sweet wh en yo ' g o  an � dig i t  an ' d e  l i t t le 

leaf is made , i t  j is ' grows lak d e  shap e of a hear t . Yo ' g i t  that yor es elf . Yo '  
know i t  g rows kind a long . 

(On the ground ? ) 
Yeah , an ' yo ' g i t  tha t  an ' dpess that yor esel f .  Yo ' dress that wit whis key 

an ' per f ume . 
(How do you dress i t ?  What do you do with thi s  weed? ) 
De roo t s , pu t ' em into a quar t bo t t l e  - j i s ' a s  big a bot t le as yo ' want , i f  

yo ' ve got that mu ch yo ' s ee .  An ' see yo ' po ' j is ' p er fume , but d e  root always 
sme ll s nice b efo ' yo ' pu t i t  in dere . I t  smells lak per fume i t s el f .  An ' yo ' put 
whi skey an ' half p erfume an ' j is '  put dose roo t s  - pu t  j is '  as many ro o t s  in that 
bo t t l e  as yo ' want , an '  f o '  two year s , or twe lve years i t ' ll be j i s '  lak yo ' 
f ixed i t  ther e .  Now , that ' s  when yo '  dpessin ' i t . 

(You j us t  use tha t  on your handkerch ief ? )  
Yeah . 
[ His pepfume weed c ou ld be the hear t lea f (see Ind ex) , common name for severa l 

American species of Asapum , all having ar omatic root s ;  informant ' s  poot pos sibly 
b eing A .  aanadense , us ed as an aromat ic b i t t er and f lavo ring ag en t . ]  [ Memphi s ,  
T enn . , ( 9 1 6 ) , 1484 : 5 ;  informant a poot woman . J 

1419 . Yo ' take ' s immon trees an ' br ing yor e  eye s ight back - d at ' s  all ah ' ve 
heard . Take it - take de ' simmon t ree an ' yo ' take dat f resh coa t  o f f a  de f irs t 

wood . Den yo ' scrap e s  r ight next to i t  - j es '  dat IiI ' fresh skin
PERSIMMON wood dat ' s  on i t  - den yo '  s c rapes right undah dat an ' yo ' git dat 

out f ·rom undah dere , an ' den yo ' t ake da t an ' ba the yor e  eye s in i t  
when yo ' b lind . Say dat wi l l  br ing y or e s ight back . Mah mother tried dat once . 
[ Faye t t ev i l le , N .  Car . , (1391) , 249 6 : 4 . ]  

142 0 .  An ' i f  ah go t a wart on me , a large wart on mah han ' or on mah f a ce an '  
ah wanta g i t  r id of i t , ah ' ll go an ' g i t  me nine stiakin ' -pins . Wh en ah git dese 

nine s tiakin '-pins ah ' ll p ick d is wa rt unt i l  i t  b leed s . Well , 
P IN S  d en ah take nine drop s  of b lo od o n  each nine pins an ' t ake i t  an ' 

STICKINT-PINS pu t i t  in a pretty whi t e  han ' ker chief an ' carry i t  to de f o ' ks of 
de road an ' thr ow i t  down ; an ' when ah throw i t  down dere ' ll be 

s omeb ody come along an '  s ee dat pretty han ' ker chief lay in ' down dere an ' dey p ick 
up d is han ' kerchief an ' walk of f wi t i t . Wel l , someb ody els e will be ket ched 
[ by my war ts J .  [ Florenc e , S .  Car . , ( 1311) , 2223 : 9 . J 

1421 . Yo ' uses r ed p eppah an ' f o ' pins cross ed in a s tah [ s tar ]  in de bo t t om  
o f  yor e s hoe a n '  it ' s  n o  way f o ' them to do anything t o  yo ' o r  hupt ch ew  by no 
aunjupation or nuthin d ey put dOw� f o ' yo ' .  

(You ge t f our p ins and cro s s  t� em in the shape of a s tar . Show me how . )  
Yo ' t ake a pin - dis is one pin heah . Yo ' t ake that an ' cros s i t dis way an ' 

yo ' t ake d e  o thah one an ' cros s i t  dis way ; take de o thah one an ' cro s s  it dis 
way an ' d en yo ' t ake tha t  an ' cross i t  dat way .  Make it j i s '  as a s tah in de 
sky . An ' take dis p ep pah an ' pu t i t  in b o th o f  yor e shoes at de bo t tom - ho t 
peppah pods an ' take i t  an '  pu t i t  in b oth of yor e  sho es at de bot t om  an ' wear 
tho se pins in it an ' dey cain ' t  do yo '  any harm - don ' t  c a ' where they lay 
something down f o ' yo ' .  
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[My penciled note on orig inal transcription r eads , "Cross in each shoe  - s o  
8 p ins . "  What he have i n  each shoe is  not a s tar with eight ends , four sharp 
(pin points ) and four blunt (pin heads ) ; instead , each shoe contains two cro sses , 
one on top the other so that the four sides of the upper cross bisect the four 
s ides of the lower cros s . This ri te is a double- cros s .  For Double-cros s , see 
Index ; for Triple-cros s ,  see p . 3 64 . ]  [Memphis , T enn . , ( 932) , 1512 : 16 . ]  

1422 . Fo ' rheumatism in de laig , all ovah yor e laigs dere in yor e laig , 
POTATO dese bone s ,  yo ' know - well , yo ' kin take a Ir ish potato dey calls it  

an ' tote it in yore pocket . Hit ' ll b e  evah so large , but chew tote it 
in yore pocket till it come to be ' bout b ig as a marb le . Well , dat ' ll cure de 
rheumatism out yore j oints . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1136) , 1850 : 7 . ] . 

1423 . Pain such as rheumatism and thing s like that , he kin do s omep in simp le 
to get rid of that . He kin pass some grocery s tore , any kind , or in h is home -
i f  i t ' s your brother and he ' s  in your home and you got de Ir ish p otato - natch ' ly 
you have one in your kitchen or in your pantry or some p lace in your hous e - � 
ask you for i t  but they call it stea Zin ' - and j es '  put i t  in your [hi s ]  po cket , 
any pocket you [ he ]  got and j es '  wrap i t  so  i t  won ' t soil his clothes too much . 
Keep in ther e and let i t  ferment and that kil l  any rheumatic pain he  has in his 
body . [ Norfolk , Va . , (48 7 ) , 5 18 : 6 . ] 

1424 . I f  anybody have tricked yo '  any way , in a case like dat yo ' kin git 
chew one . Go in a s tore an ' s teal it , a Irish potato . Don ' t let ' em give it . 
Jest steal i t an ' put it  in yore pocket an ' when it  gits hard - i t  g it hard j est  
lak a brick - an ' whenevah i t  gits hard , why yo ' take it out an ' eat it . I t  be 
hard but eat it , an ' whatevah is wrong with yo '  why it will kill i t . 

(That would kill any poison that anybody has got in me in any way? ) 
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1067 ) , 17 28 : 7 . ]  
1425 . A woman lived aroun ' heah on - b een about ten yeahs ag o [ 19 27 ] - lived 

aroun ' heah on McCreary S treet , on de cornah of McCr eary an ' Campb ell Stree t . De 
nex ' -doah ne ighb8h an ' huh fell out . An '  she commence hang in '  de  clo thes on de 
line , on de clotheslin e ,  an ' de woman tole ' uh not tuh hang on theah . But she 
said i t  wus much hern as it wus hern b ecus she had put ' em  up dere . Well , dis 
woman when she hung ' uh clothes out dis veek , she [ o ther woman ] didn ' t do nuthin 
to ' uh ,  but de nex ' veek b efo ' she hung de clothes ou t dere ,  she [ other woman ] , 
had dPess ed de line . An '  when she hanged de wash up , done huh washin ' an ' hung 
' uh clothes out - an ' de nex ' veek huh han ' s  commence swellin ' an' huh han ' s 
swelled clear up troo ' ub  ahms - so [ until they was ] outa shap e .  An '  all dis 
troo h�ah wus j is '  as sore as it could b e .  An '  you know , dat han ' it turned 
b lack an ' it look like scales of a f ish [ see No . 1000 , p . 38 4 ]  - scale all on huh 
ahms an ' ' long heah . An '  den dere come a s ore on , uh laig - come den . An '  she 
didn ' t know whut to do . She went to a doctah . She sp ent  ovah $ 40 on it tryin ' 
to git some salve or somep in or othah to cure it . She couldn ' t  gi t i t .  

An '  den she git on de train an ' vent down tuh Flor ence . Looked lak dat de 
haidguar tahs [ for X'oot doatahs ] .  She vent tuh Florenc e ,  South Ca ' lina . De ole 
man tole ' uh whut tuh do . He said , "Lookee heah , you don ' t know how tuh git rid 
of dat complaint choo got . I t ' s somep in someone hav e put it on yuh . Yuh eat de 
same thing ev ' ry day , ev ' ry day yuh eat de s tuff  dat yuh have tuh g i t  tuh cure 
dat han ' an ' dat laig . "  

He said , "Yuh go git  choo a big I ' sh potato an ' yuh cut off each side o f  it 
an ' make i t  kinda flat . Den yuh take a knif e an ' cut all aroun ' in it , leave a 
hole s o  da r choo tie a s tring troo dat hole . An '  tie de s tring tuh de ten-penny 
nail an ' let it hang dere till it j is '  git  dry up . An '  den yuh git choo a potato 
an ' scrape it - git choo anothah potato - an ' make it  a salve an ' den b ind it on 
a new piece of cloth , an ' put it round dat sore on your laig an ' dat ' ll cure dat e 
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D en you go g i t  yuh s ome alum an ' burn i t  til l  it  quit b lubb lin ' an ' den burn yuh 
some b luestone unt il  it would turn kinda wh itish , so you kin mash it all up into 
powdah . An '  d en you g i t  s ome gourds an ' s ome vas eline an ' make a s alve out i t , 
an ' d en you rub dat on wit dat salve vaseline . An' le t dat po tato es s tay up dere 
till it  gits  dry an ' yuh take dat potato down an ' mash it  all up an ' make it  a 
powdah , an ' yuh take dat powders an ' anoint dat laig where yuh had de plas ter on 
i t . Yuh take dis salve - you take d e  [ second ] potato off  den , yuh put de [ f irs t ]  
po tato on d is new p iece of cloth an ' bind i t  aroun ' dat s ore on de laig , an ' den 
you let it  s tay on theah nine veeks . Den yuh take it  o f f  an ' put de salve - j is '  
wash wit dat salve an ' dat ' ll cure i t . "  [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 15 9 ) , 157 : 1 . ]  

1426 . [ Psalms are o f t en us ed in rites - see P salms in Index . ]  
Well , now , I will give it to you out of th e Bib le . You can read the 9lst  

Psalm and read i t  in  the morning at twelve o ' clock , and when you go to bed [ this 

PSALMS 
is three t imes a day ]  and I don ' t care what they pu t on or how they fix 
i t  or what they do , r ead that Psalm and after you read it , ask God to 
take care of you and nothing will never harm you . [New Or leans , La . , 

(855) , 1347 : 2 ;  excellent inf ormant . ]  
1427 . Now , dat ' ll go in spiPi tual [work] . Yo ' read de 30th Psalm f o ' dat 

three times befo ' sunr is e  an ' three times befo ' sunset . An '  then if  yo ' don ' t 
p er ceive [ see s ome result ] , then yo ' read de 5th an ' 6th an ' 7 th t en t imes - see , 
bef o ' sunrise  an ' b ef o ' de sun s et in de evenin ' , an ' yo ' will b ecome - come wi s e  
an ' yore sp iri t  will brea the on any j ob dat chew work on dat i t ' s neces sary -
dat need j oo .  [This is pers onal advice to me from a doctor . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 120 6) , 2035 : 1 . ] 

1428 . [ Quicks ilver s omet imes means quicks ilver and at o ther times t in foil ; 
which , it  i s  not always easy to say . The lat t er i s  oc cas ionally called si lver 

QUI CKSILVER AND T IN FOIL 
paper. Scrapings from b ack of mir ror i s  a well-known 
quicks ilver - this probab ly in the fo llowing : ] 
Take de quicks i lver , yessuh ,  an ' sprinkle it ovah yore 

hous e f rom dis corner to dis corner , to de corner of de do ' dere to each corner 
of de do ' dere , an ' s ee dey cain ' t come ovah qui cksilver . 

(That keeps gho s t s  from coming in there . )  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 5 ) , 2664 : 17 . ] 
1429 . And should you not want anyone to harm you in your home , you g e t  chew 

some qui cks ilver and put it under your door s t ep with a s tick of  dragon ' s  blood -
you know what dragon ' s  blood i s - and just  b ury that under your doors t ep and no 
one will ever bother you . [Mob ile , Ala . ,  ( 650) , 9 64 : 4 . ] 

1430 . They call it quicks ilver . You wear i t  in tour shoe , both of them . 
Nuthin will harm you , nuthin can hurt chew by walkin across anything . But be 
careful how you eat .  

I ' ve heard them say that they could draw a cro ss mark across the road . They 
tell me they put qUicks ilver in tha t mark and cover it up . I f  you cros s over 
tha t , why you ' ll have to crawl until you have this spell taken off . 

[ This quicksi lver is scraping s f rom the back o f  a mirror . I have d is cus s ed 
through-the- looking-g lass mag ic under Hors eshoe in subs ection Hands . In inform
ants f ir s t  statement qui cksi lver is a revers ing agent , ref lec ting ev il b ack upon 
itself ; in s econd s tatement quicksi lver causes lamenes s b ecaus e it is magi cally 
p ieces of broken g las s from the mir ror - see margin-ti tle Part of the Sp irit 
Equals Whole o f  Spirit , p . 2l . ] [ Wilming ton , N . Car . , ( 241) ,  234 : 5 . ]  

143 1 .  Tha t how they use the toadfrog . 
RAIN WATER (How do they us e that ? )  

The toad - you know what the toadfrog b es t  to do ? 
toadfrog and burn him - take him alive and put him in something 
till he turns to r eal coal ,  and powder that  up and feed that to 

You can take a 
and burn him 
a per son .  I ' ll 
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b e t  you , if they won ' t have mor e lit t le dif f ' ren t  things in their s tomach s than 
you ever heard of and I ' ll b etcha a do c tor can ' t cur e ' em . 

(I s there any way of g e t t ing tha t  out at all? ) 
Yes , you can even get that ou t  of a person . 
( How? ) 
I t ' s a s imp le th ing to g et out of ' em . Ther e ' s  but one thing you can g e t  it 

out of them with , that ' s  pur e sugar and rain wa ter ; but you mus t  no t g et no wa ter 
out of anything ' cept ing gla s s , no kind of metal . 

(How would you f ix th is rain water and pure sugar ? ) 
Jus t ket ch pure rain wa ter l ike when i t ' s  r ainin ' - j us t  pu t  s omething out 

ther e to cat ch it - any container - and j us t  fill that full of rain water and 
j us t  keep that rain wa t er , and in s t ead of get ting that pers on wa ter that come 
f r om the hydran t , f e ed ' em tha t  pur e r ain wat er .  Tha t ' s  all they gotta have . 

(Tha t wi l l  bring thes e live thing s out of th em ? ) 
Bring th em l ive thing s out of ' em .  That ' s  all - j us t  pure ,  pur e r ain wat er -

nothing else us ed but tha t rain wa t er . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 828) , 1219 : 1 . ]  
143 2 .  I hear ' d  o le man s e t t in '  down tellin ' dis - s aid dat she [ an o ld woman] 

g o t  ano thah o le woman [root doator ] to doator on ' er e  She said dat s he had a -
she had sweat ed ' er e  She said she had a s omep in up ' er liver in ' er 

RAT SBANE s kin .  It craw led a ll over . She j is '  f e el i t  cr aw lin ' undah d e  skin . 
[ For a live t er rapin hang ing on to a p er s on ' s liver , see No . 10 , p . 7 . ]  

An ' dis woman to l '  der dat sh e wus hurt - she said sh e wus triaked . She goes an ' 
g i t  s om e  r atban [ r a tsbane ] roots , an ' g i t  a he ratb an root - g it some of dem -
an ' a sh e ratban root . A he is go t s treaks up it , wh it e s tr eaks on de leaf ; an ' 
d e  she is j i s '  a s o l id smal l green leaf . She boils a tea out of i t  separ at e , 
an ' take d e  s he ratban-roo t t ea ,  giv e all of da t ; an ' j is '  a half of de he . An ' 
dat cur ed it . 

[ It i s  qui t e  likely that had th e pa tient been a man , the doator would hav e  
prescribed a l l  the he tea and half the she tea . A l l  of one and ha lf of th e 
o ther is a diminishing amount r i te . ] 

[ The p lant her e  is no t th e r at sb ane of Eur op ean witchcraf t but an Amer ican 
subs ti tute . I ts identity? What a b o tanist and a root doator who d i g s  her own 
r oots call ratsbane can b e  d if f eren t  things . Bes i des , she is surely us ing two 
s eparate plants ; the one with "wh ite s tr eaks on de leaf , 1 I the o th er "j is '  a solid 
small gr een lea f . "  The f o rmer , th e "he ratban ro o t , "  app ears to be ei ther the 
rattl esnake plantain (Peramium pubesaene ) , an or chid wi th checked or mott led 
leaves supp os ed to resemb le rattlesnak e  h ide , or spot ted wintergreen (Chimaphi Za 
maauZata) with white-mot t led le aves . The la t t er , t he " she ratban root" - as a 
s he er gues s I wou ld s ay it was a. p lant growing in th e viCinity of the "h e .  I I ] 
[ Ba ltimor e , Md . ,  ( 153) , 6 2 : 1+85 ; this cur e  in Char lot t e Co . ,  Va . ]  

1433 . She go t  holt of a thing - s ome kind o f  a snak e g o t  in her - d e  ratt le
snake , de ra tt les of a snake . An '  when she drink d e  watah from it she went b lind 

an ' she sent f o ' mah mo thah an ' mah mo thah had tuh go to her . She 
RATTLE SNAKE went an ' she went an ' she c ar r i ed her fif t een mi le s f r om Danvi lle , 

Virginia , to [ somewhere ] Virginia , to a man . Den he went out an ' 
got a rattlesnake an ' put him in a bottle , put him in dis th ing alive an ' po ' s  
whi skey on him . See , da t cooked him an ' d en dey taken de wh iskey an ' fed mah 
aun ty on it fo ' nine d ays - g ive her nine d rops , g iv e her nine drop s  f o ' thre e  
t imes a day f o ' nine days , an '  d e ninth day she come b ack to her s ight . An '  s ome 
of these be l ls [ but tons or rat tles ] wus undah h er do ' s tep an ' some wus f ound in 
d e  spring . Di s man found ' em  af terwar ds [ I I I ] . Her s ight come ba ck to her . Sh e 
got well . 

[ Th is is a r emar kab le examp le of Zike aures Zike (see p . 394) ; it is a ls o  an 
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or ig inal and b rilliant p i ec e  o f  therapeutic thinking b y  a mas ter o f  his cr aft l ]  
(Now , what did they d o  with thes e drop s ?  Did she dr ink them or pu t  th em on 

her eye s or wha t ? ) 
S he dr ink th em ,  she d rink nine drop s fo '  nine days . 
(Who was th is ? ) 
Th is mah aunty . 
(And wha t was the name of the t own? ) 
Danvi lle , Virginia . [ Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1448 ) . 2626 : 5 . ] 
1434 . Ah h eard of ' em usin ' de r a t t lesnake ratt les f o ' a h emorrhage .  Well , 

yo ' only we t  i t  - d ip it in wa tah an ' st ick it to de p lace wh er e yo ' hemorrhage . 
Even if i t  in yore nos trils , yo ' j es ' s tick it ins ide of yore no strils ; an ' if 
it yor e  bowels , yo ' s t ick it d own yore lower par t an ' h i t ' ! l s t op i t  r ight away . 
Ah us ed to tote one all d e  t ime . [ Sumter . S .  Car . , ( 1343 ) , 23 27 : 4 . ]  

1435 . Yo ' kin kill a rat tle snak e  an ' ki ll him an ' take de three but tons o f f  
h im  an ' - a f t er d ey corner d e  r a t t le snake , yo ' know . Yo ' take d em  ra t t lesnake 
but tons an ' s ew  i t  toge ther an ' make a b e l t  an ' put it r ound yore wai s t . Ain ' t  
no one can ' t do nuth in to y o ' . 

(They can ' t  harm you in any way ? )  
No s i r , can ' t harm you . Ah w eared one a good whi le mahs elf . 

pur tty wel l .  Wel l [ why I d on ' t wear one now ] , why ah never done 
dat anyone wo uld hat e me so much , but d en [ in my y oung er days ] . 
Fla . , ( 1021) , 1 65 2 : 6 . ] 

Ah got ' long 
no g reat novelty 
[ S t .  Petersburg , 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER 
143 6 . Do you know wha t  ratt lesnake marster i s ?  
( I  have heard o f  it , I have never s een i t . )  

Wel l , you g et a small p i ec e  of that and a small p i ece o f  
John de Conker root - d e  High John de Conker root and a new d ime and a p iece of 
lod e s t one , and yo ' sew d is into a lit t le bag called a toby [ ano ther name for 
hand] . Sew it up and yo ' kin eith er put a p iece o f  r ed f lannel or shammy s kin -
s ew that up in i t  and ke ep it in to yore lef t pocket a lways and n ev er let anyone 
touch i t . I f you do th at , "tha t is a wonder ful thing . 

(What wi ll that do then? ) 
That wi ll pr even t  anyone from harming you . 
[ For rattlesnake mas ter and kno t s , see No . 1126 , p . 418 . ] 
[ Ra t t l esnake ma s t er - a name for s ev er al plants sa id to cur e rat t le snake b it e :  

Liatris squarrosa and L .  soariosa , and Eryngium aquatioum of s outhea s t ern U . S . A .  
Al l p lant s  o f  the genus Liatris ar e ca lled b utton snakero o t . ]  [Mob i l e , Ala . , 
( 65 0) , 9 64 : 3 . ] 

1437 . Well , ah heard if someone tryin ' tuh harm yo ' , why yo '  could g it ch ew  
some He arts Cologne an ' rattlesnake mars ter root , an ' yo ' could take that an ' put 
it in a b o t t l e  an ' use i t ; an ' as yo ' go out ,  put tha t on y o ' an ' i t  wou ld keep 
dem from hurtin ' yo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1185 ) , 19 98 : 11 . ] 

1438 . I t ' s  a commone s t  thing as a piece o f  roo t  chew c al l  r a t t l es nake ma s t er . 
Well , yo ' kin g i t  holt o f  a p i ece of r a t t l esnake mas t er an ' yo ' could cut it up , 
a p i ec e  o f  i t  an ' pu t i t  into a b o t tle , s ee .  Yo ' po ' a b o t t le of co logne on i t  
see , an ' yo ' s t op it u p  an ' yo ' s e t  i t  one side i n  yore corner . A f t er nine days 
yo ' kin take dat s tuf f . 

(You take this r a t tlesnake mas t er and you put i t  in th e b o t t le o f  co logne . 
Then a f t er nine days what do you do ? )  

Yo ' take it if yo ' go in '  ou t r ound anywhere s - yo ' j es ' . every t ime yo ' go 
ou t , well , yo ' j es '  po ' s ome o f  dat in yore hand an ' yo ' take i t  an ' rub i t  al l 
ovah yo re f ace . An ' then y o ' take anothah p iece of it an ' sew it into a bag -
take s t ring th en an ' let it t i e  roun ' yor e wais t  an ' wear dat e See . An '  dat 
keep d own all ev i l .  
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( I f  anybody ' s try ing t o  h arm yo u . ) 
Tha t  p r o te c t i on - dat ' s  chure pro t ec t i on . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . ,  ( 120 7a ) , 2041 : 10 . ] 
143 9 . I f  s omeb o dy g o in ' put s omepin down f o ' yo ' tuh wa lk ovah or s omepin 

like tha t , yo ' could us e s a l t  an ' red p eppah in yor e s ho es , or e i ther a p iece of 
root by de name o f  rattZesnake conker - p ut th at in yor e  shoe s . [ Brunswi ck , G a . , 
( 119 3 ) , 2012 : 9 . ]  

1440 . He [ a root doctor ] f ixed me s ome r ai d  bay . I t  grows j i s '  like a - j is ' 
like th at [ d emon s tr a t e s ] an ' a l l  de s t ems on i t  i s  raid . [ The he ar twood o f  this 

RED BAY 
small t r e e  in s ou th ern U . S . A . i s  a ls o  d ark-red . ]  You kin t ake tha t 
[ s tems ] an ' b oi l  i t  an ' bath e  in i t  nine time , but don ' t  po '  de wa t ah 
ou t .  [ Us e  the s ame water fo r t he nine baths . ]  When you bath e  dem nine 

t ime , d a t  ki ll all de swe1 1in ' out , an ' it ' ll kill a ll de f evah out cho o .  
[ Wi lm ing ton , N . Car . ,  ( 1 9 6 ) , 10 2 : 2+85 . ]  

144 1 . [ Red-b r i ck powder i s  an o rdinary r ed br ick ( s o f t  baked) ground to a 
p owder . Redd ing i s  s ome t imes us ed as a s ubs t i t ut e . Bo th could b e  b ough t at a 

ho odoo dr ug s tor e . ] 
RED BRI CK POWDER I f  you s tay and tha t  wouldn ' t  work , wouldn ' t  do no good , you 

take your lye �ater - you s e e , water that yo u  UPinate o ut . 
[ This is us ually c alled chamber lye . ] T ake that wat er and you p our i t  on your 
s t ep ,  r in s e  your s t ep down - wash i t , s c r ub i t  o f f  w i th tha t and let it dr ip . 

(And i t  wha t ? ) 
Y eah , lye �ater - your p ee wa t er , you s ee . And you pu t  i t  on your s t ep and 

y o u  wa sh it o f f  with - r ins e o f f  y our s t ep wi th it and th at [ ho o do o ] won ' t  hurt 
y o u . 

(And then spr inkle red b ri ck around ? )  
Red b r i ck all ar ound - scrub your s tep wi th r ed b r i ck .  
(Oh , y ou s crub y o ur s t ep wi th red brick? ) 
Yeah , and y o u  put your urinate wat er in - your wa t er in , yo u  see , and s c rub . 

And th at ' l l move i t  [ ho od o o ] away . [ N ew  Or leans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 1189 : 4 . ] 
144 2 .  (Wha t kind of a tree? ) 
A r ed oak . Well , yo ' go in de wood s an ' take yo ' an axe or hat chet an ' g i t  on 

d e  south side of de tree about a foo t f r om de ground , an '  gi t de  b ark unt i l  yo ' 
git to de mea t - don ' t g i t  no meat . An ' yo ' cut de b a rk o f f ,  den , an ' 

RED OAK yo ' take de bark an ' carry i t  back home an ' y o ' b o i l  i t an ' yo ' make a 

tea out of it . An '  yo '  drink de tea . 
(What wi ll that do? ) 

Dat ' s  suppo sed tuh cur e rheumati sm .  [ Flor ence , S .  Car . , ( 130 6) , 2 2 11 : 6 . ] 
1443 . When y o ' got a bad dis ease an ' y o ' go tuh wo rk an ' make yo '  devi1s

shoest ring , yo '  red oak bark an ' yo ' take i t  an ' put i t  on an ' b oi l  it good , an ' 
then yo ' go tuh work an ' give ' em a quart of i t  tuh dr ink . Then yo ' kin take 
it - take s o  much of i t  an ' ' noint ' em with i t  - see , an ' that is g ood fo ' de 
bad dis ease . [ Florence , S .  Car . ,  ( 130 8) , 2 2 13 : 9 . ] 

1444 . Af ter I came here ,  they told me it was ' bout s ome hoodoo o r  s ome th ing . 
Well , this is a cas e  whi ch I had a s tepf ather . 

RED P EPPER 
AND ITS COMBINATION S 

WITHOUT SALT 

(Just a little louder , ple as e . ) 
My s tepf ather , he was terrib ly mean . Well , he  and my 
mother separated . We ll , he had been talking to a lady 
that believes in this s tuf f and h e  go t  her to come to my 
mother to talk to her , but when sh e g o t  ther e ,  my mo ther 

didn ' t  know th e lady and naturally anyb ody woul d come to my mo ther and talk to 
her becaus e she was a hairdr es ser . And she came and she talked and s he said sh e 
wanted her hair dres sed and sh e a sked what was the pr ice , and she didn ' t  bring 
all the money . She said she would b ring the r es t  o f  i t  later . S o  my mo ther 
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went on and fixed her hair , and b efor e  she went she a sked my mother to give her 
something to ea t - say she was hungry . So my mo ther got up and fixed her some 
dinner and br ought it  in ther e and gave i t  to her . So she t old her , s ay , "That ' s 
too much - take part of it  off . "  And she ins i s ted that she take par t o f  it  o f f , 
so she went b ack in de  kit chen and take s ome of i t  o ff . Well , when she come 
back , the lady had go t t en out of the dining room and she was gone in the bedroom , 
and she never thought anything ab out i t  b ecaus e  she was pu t t in '  a drapery on the 
b ed and she thought mayb e she was looking at the t ime . Well , she come on back 
in the room and she s i t  down to ea t and she tas ted .  She had a little b oy with 
her and sa id , "Do you mind if I give it to my b oy?  I h ave enough . "  S o  my mo ther 
s ays it all righ t  with her . She gave it to the l i t t l e  b oy and the little boy ate 
it . So when she go t up she went on home and then nex t week she s ent the money . 

So  my mother got  sick .  We d idn ' t know what was the mat ter with her - she wa s 
j us t  ailin ' around , didn ' t any s pecial thing hurt her , she was j us t  weak . She 
was in the b ed . She was talking to a lady friend of ours and j us t  how she was 
f eeling and t elling her about her s icknes s .  

(I see . All right . )  [ Something may have d is turb ed us . ]  
And she happened to b ring up about dis lady coming to s ee her . And what mad e 

h er bring that up , they was talking ab out - this lady [who had her hair done] 
spoke about her husb and that she had b een with [ but was wi th no longer ] and she 
was saying he was a good man . And my mother asked her [ pr es ent vis itor ] did she 
know him , and sh e turned around and to ld her , no , she didn ' t know him . Well , 
they was wonder ing why did she [woman who had her hair done ] come there wi th that 
kind of talk , so this lady asked my mo ther , said , "Don ' t you know she b elieves in 
tha t hoodoo s tuff ? "  My mo ther said , "No . "  S o  she said , "You get up out o f  bed , "  
said , "we ar e go ing to s ee if anything is around . "  So she came in the room and 
she called me and she say ,  "Let ' s  look . "  And we took all the things off the b ed 
and d idn ' t see anything and looked all under the mat tress and every thing , and 
under the rugs and everything - looked everywhere we thought for and couldn ' t  
f ind anything . So , we stopp ed looking for awhile . And then she had a lit tle 
drop rug on de floor r ight at the head of  the b ed and she turned the r ug b ack and 
found thi s  little b lack bag in there . There was s omething in it  - it  was b lack , 
it looked like char coal and s omething in there like f ine grains of s alt or s ome
thing . I r eally don ' t know what i t  wa s but that ' s  wha t  i t  looked like . And so 
my aunt ie took it and carri ed i t  out on de b ack por ch and we looked at  i t  and so 
we took it and thr ew it  away . So this lady told my mo ther to get some hot water 
and red p epper and mop de floors . She did and after that she was all right . It  
didn ' t  hurt her or any thing o ther than being s ick and j us t  weak . 

(Where d id this happen? Wher e ? ) 
It happened right her e in Vicksburg . 
(Oh , in Vicksburg . How long ago ? ) 
Thi s was in the summer - wai t  a minute , I wi ll t ell almos t exactly - summer , 

19 3 6 . 
(19 36 , I see . Your mo ther got well ? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [ Vicksb urg , Miss . , ( 7 19 ) , 988 :10 .]  
144 5 . You kin t ake a pod of r ed pepp er , ordin ' ry pod of pepp er , and take i t  

and p u t  one pod in each shoe . Leave it i n  the whole pod like i t  is . You put it  
in your shoe . You take a common newspaper and you ' ll cut a sole , and you ' ll put 
that on top of tha t  pod of pepp er and you know , that will make it too hot , nuthin 
atal l will harm you - s ee , that will b e  too hot for anything they put down . 
[ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 4 3 1 ) , 38 8 : 2 . ] 

1446 . Now , if someone ' s  trying tuh trick yo ' in de feet , yo ' go an ' g it chew 
t en cent s wuth of unbol t ed [ not  sif t ed ]  co I n  meal - dat ' s  de thin , de fine grade 
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s tuff . See . Unbolt ed ,  dat ' s  de f ine grade . Yo ' parch dat an ' sprinkle it in 
yore shoe , cover de bottom of yore shoe wi th it . Put two leaves o f  red peppah in 
each shoe , two pods - one in di s toe an ' one in dis heel . 

(Tha t ' s  two pods in each shoe? ) 
Dat ' s right . Yo ' kin do anything dat chew wanta an ' cain ' t  nobody hurt chew . 

[ New Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 66 ) , 2868 : 8 . ]  
1447 . When you make a foottrack in the d ir t , if you happens to keep from 

gett ing hurt - ah don ' t know what they put in the track , don ' t know ab out dat e 
But to keep from getting hurt , they tell me you take nine grains of r ed pepp er -
you know , s eeds , and sew them up in a bag [ thus making a hand] and wear it  in 
your shoe .  Then they won ' t  hurt cha o [ Vicksburg , Mi ss . ,  (7 49) , 1018 : 6 . ] 

1448 . Yes , ah heard about dat e Dey say dat if yo ' think somebody gon ' a work 
roots on yo ' or somep in lak that , or somepin dey ' f raid tuh walk ovah , den yo ' 
git chew s ome cayenne peppah an ' put 'bout six swallows of wa tah in there , yo ' 
unders tand , an ' boil it down to three swallows . 

[ Thi s i s  the magi a of diminishing amount . ] 
Yo ' take three swallows of dat wa tah dat night - s ee , dat f irs t night . Well , 

yo ' don ' t take nuthin dat next night - yo ' skip a night chew see . 
[ This skipping magia i s a recurrent magi a de lay ;  no t the same as aZternating 

magia - lef t  and right , up and down , forward and backward , e tc . ]  
Take yo ' a teaspoonfula sulphur de  next night , chew unders tand , an ' do that 

fo ' - lemme see , yo ' take three doses of dis peppah an ' den yo ' take s ix doses o f  
dat sulphur . 

[ Here is the comp lementary magia of inareasing amount . Both diminishing and 
inareasing amounts ar e in mu Ztip Zes of three magic . The exchange b e tween three 
doses of p epper and three of s ulphur is aZternating magia ; the three addit ional 
doses of sulphur b eing repetitive magia. ] 

An '  dat will keep the evi Z  roots an ' things off of yuh , so nob ody can ' t harm 
yo ' or nuthin . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1398) , 2517 : 4 . ]  

1449 . Der e ' s a protection meas ure dat you do in ord er to keep anyone from 
harming you . You takes a little sulphur inter a lit tle sweet milk and you dr ink 
it , you s ee . Use a little red pepper and a li ttle sulphur to keep in your shoes , 
you unders tand , and you contin ' lly walk wit dat , you s ee .  Well , tisn ' t  likely 
that dere is anything dey kin ever do you . Dey kin put down things that will 
take ef fect upon you , but you would always get a shock - you ' d  b e over i t  before 
there would b e any great thing to it . 

[ The informant s ays that despi te "a protec tive measure • • •  you would always get 
a sho ck" when pa ssing over "put down things , "  but "you ' d  be over it  before ther e 
would be any great thing to it . "  Ano ther informant says , if you walk over s ome
thing buried for you , the ground will come up like a wave (No . 7 l7 ,  p . 239) . The 
most  frequent indication that you have walked over something evil is an immediate 
pain in your leg (No . 718 , p . 239 , and Index) . ]  

(You take this drink and you wear this stuf f in your shoes at the s ame time? 
Or are these separate things you do? ) 

Well , now , I tell you , you dr inks di s milk f er nine dif f ' rent mornings into 
sulphur , you unders tand . Think it make you s ick , but get it straight - i t ' s  
re ' lly pur t ty good . Drink it - it ' s  re ' lly purtty good . And f in ' lly ,  de next 
nine mornin s ou uts dis red e er into our shoes , you s ee .  Nuthin kin b e  
done t o  you . [ Char leston , S .  Car . , (499 ) , 542 : 1 .  

145 0 .  Take red peppah an ' sulphah an ' gunpowdah an '  pu t it i n  yore shoe . 
(What will that do then? ) 
That ' ll ke ep  any evi l  spirits that are try in , tUb harm you or s omething away • 

. (You could walk over anything and it  wouldn t t hurt you ? )  
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Yes , walk over anything , wouldn ' t take any ' feet . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1417 ) , 2551 : 1 .  ] 

4 7 3  

14 5 1 .  Well , if they put this down and you wa lks over i t  - t o  keep it from 
taking ef fect to you - well , that ' ll be a spell that they put on you , s ee .  Well 
then , to remove that sp ell you us e brims tone , red cayenne p epper and then you put 
gunpowder in it . See . And you let i t  burn and you s tand over it and that will 
r emove tha t s pell if you use it f er nine nights . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 5 39 ) , 659 : 5 . ] 

145 2 .  Dey say if somebody is doin ' something to yo ' an ' yo '  wanted tuh stay , 
or yo '  want ed tuh s tay home . Well , yo ' d  git  some sulphah , a little red peppah 
an ' a little black p eppah .  Mix i t  together .  Well , yo ' gi t s ome of dis heah 
insene [ incen se ]  - yo ' hear ' em  talk ab out da t - mixes all dat togethah an ' put 
it in a little b ag [making a hand] an ' sew hit round yore laig - sew i t  up an ' 
pin it round yore laig . Why yo ' is all r ight , see . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1261) , 
2140 : 21 . ] 

145 3 . I f  anybody ' s  botherin ' or worryin ' yuh , yo ' take saltpetah - yo ' dress 
yo ' s elf in s altpetah and p eppah . Yo ' put that into yore shoes . That ' s  the old 
colored remedy that chew g i t  saltpetah and red peppah . Mix that thing togethah 
and put it in yor e shoes or on yore person . [Mobi le , Ala . , (668) , 882 : 3 . ] 

1454 . Yo ' know d es e  roaches . Yo ' s ee , yo ' git dem roaches an ' draw ' em .  
Yo ' know , dey kill ' em  an ' den draw yo ' a tea an ' give to ' em tub drink -

ROACH s ay dat will kill [ cure ]  de f it s  from ' em . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1202) , 
2019 : 8 . ] 
145 5 . "S tory too long , too diffuse [ to trans cr ib e ] . [ This quo tation i s  

my not e  about it . ]  Make tea o f  St . John weed , bathe down o n  leg s three different 
t imes - with same water - then throw towards sunrise - wood 

ST. JOHN 'S WEED sawyers came out through to es - ' white worms with big heads '  -
over 50 year s ago , b efor e  19 3 6 . Cf. St . John 's weed and 

European witchcraft � "  [ This is a St . -John ' s-wort , but whi ch plant of the genus 
Hyperiaum , I do not know . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (158) , 7 7 : 1+85 . ]  

14 56 . Ah know a boy , a fren ' of  mine . Well , he wus goin ' wi th a g irl  an ' dis 
g irl liked him but he didn ' t  like the g ir l , an ' she took the hair out de top o f 

his haid ,  right  in d e  mole of h is haid an ' put it in a 
s ody watah b o ttle . She puts d is bott le undah do ' st ep 
undah her do ' st ep . Ever ' t ime sh e  would go down de step s  

SALT AN D  COMBINATIONS 

or come back in de hous e he would have convulsion . He had dem s o  until dey would 
put stones in his mou t ' an ' he would j is ' chew dem s tones . Dey brought him heah 
in town tuh Dr . Crank - yo ' might know him , an ' carried him tuh Dr . Johnson , an ' 
none of d e  doc tahs couldn ' t  do him no good . Dr .  Jenkins said he had de T . B .  Dr . 
Curlew sa id dat he had de high blood pressub . An '  dey had tuh take him outdo ' s  
an ' ' b out f ive minutes apar t he ' d  have ' em so hard until dey j i s t mostly dey had 
tuh hoI ' him in de baid .  An ' a spiritual. woman took ' em  ofta ' im .  

An ' she g ive him - she got a box o f  tab le salt an ' a box of [baking ]  s ody . 
She take as much of dat sody as  she could ho le in her han ' , in de palm of her 
han ' an '  dat much salt an ' put it into a gallon bucket of hot watah , an ' bathe 
h im  in it ever '  mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - give him a bath in dat ho t wa tah . 
Den she used iodine an ' po tash tuh c lear his b lood up . See , dat ' s  tuh keep de 
b lood from goin '  tub hi s haid . An '  he wus so po '  till dey jis ' laid him out [ for 
burial ] - ever ' body wus lookin ' fo r him tuh die . 

Well , he ' s  up walkin ' aroun ' now an '  have a wif e an ' kids . But don ' t  nobody 
us e outa dat salt an ' neither dat s ody but him , see . An ' use all of dat until 
it ' s  all gone . An ' rub in olive oil . 

(Did she rub him in any specia l way ? )  
No . [ Little Ro ck , Ark . , (89 5 ) , 1465 : 3 . ]  
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14 57 . A person dat has been tPiaked in de skin , it ' s  someth ing dat is buried 
for ' em  or laid down on de step s  f or ' em - de hous e been dPessed. You take nine 
teaspoonful of cooking salt , you take one dime o f  s altpeter , use dat , an ' eight 
quarts of water � ho t wa ter - j us t  like water for a bath . You pull off all of 
your clothes , ever ' thing you got on , you get in there and t ake a bath in dat  same 
water nine times . 

(What do you mean nine t imes ? All at once or dif ferent t imes ? ) 
Da t s ame water - don ' t  throw dat water away , you keep it  in something like you 

take a bath in . Never rub upwards - always rub from here down [ demons t rates ] . 
(From your face right down . )  
From there down . A pers on whut ' s  been tPiaked in de s kin , rub from here down 

and us e dat wa ter nine times , and de las t time you use dat wat er , take it and 
throw it  towards de sunr is e , soon in de morning b ef ore de sun rise , so you g et 
rid of dat comp laint . Ah 'm telling you whut ' s done happened ' to me . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 67 9 ) , 9 05 : 2 . ]  

1458 . Now , if - when yo '  wanta be lucky an ' s tay lucky so yo ' kin j es t  - yo '  
know , thrive an ' have prosperity , yo '  j es t g it  chew a nickel wor th of saltpe ter 
an ' take a tablespoonful of that an ' put into yore water , f ive quarts of water 
an ' take a tab lespoonful of table salt an ' mix with that an ' let it boil down .  
An '  after yo ' git dat f ive quarts of water , yo '  heat it . Whenever i t  s tart tuh , 
look like it gon ' a  boil , yo '  j es t  s tir this salt an ' brims tone together an ' then 
when yo ' b egin tuh lie down , yo ' take yore bath wit it . An '  when yo ' take yore 
ba th with it , yo ' save dat water an ' throw i t  eas t .  An ' every t ime yo ' throw 
yo ' explain lak dis - say , "Lord , moves thine evil inf luenc e . " An '  that [ i s 
called ]  putting de enemies under yore feet . [Way cross , Ga . , ( 1118 , small-time 
root woman) , 1 79 6 : 1 . ] 

1459 . The b es t thing you do , when you go out in th e morning , i f  you go t -
bef ore you leave your home , if you feel that such as that is carrying on around 
you , you take such an ordinary thing as - take salt , black p epper and mix that 
tog ether in a bottle , and scrub your place out . Don ' t s crub it inward ,  s ee .  
Always scrub out from your place . And with that water you mix salt and b lack 
pepp er and s crub every morning before the sun rise .  Make that a habi tual habi t  
t o  s crub in the morning before the s un ri se - every morning s crub out your door 
bef ore the sun ris e ,  and that will g ive you a natur al protection ag ains t anything 
that ' s  evi l .  Somebody ' s put s omething agains t you , down for you , that will give 
you protection agains t that . [Many scrubb ing rites for protection are als o given 
under subs ection Business and Cus tomers . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 28 ) , 1214 : 4 . ] 

1460 . They was working at de new shipyard . 
(You had th ir teen men in your boarding house ? ) 
Yes , and they were paying me well ,  and I was saving my money and keeping up 

wi th my expens es , and things were get t ing along fine . And I had a neighbor lived 
downs tairs under me and she envied me so  much , and she put so much bad luck on 
me - well , until I j us t  - I ' d  j us t  gone to nothing becaus e a friend of hers - she 
was my friend too - had a car and she would get the friend to always take her out 
and she told her fr iend - [who]  told me b ecaus e we been friends , b een neighbors -
and she s ays , "Mia Davis , "  she s ays , " let me tell you one thing , you be carefu l  
b ecause the woman that live s downs tairs under you , she ' s a great enemy f o r  you . " 
She say , "Every time we go to ride , she want me to carry her to s ome old root 
doator ' nother , "  and she say , I II  asked her one day , ' How come you go to those 
kind of folks s o  much ? ' And she say , ' It ' s  a old mess living up over me and I 
never let nobody s tay ups tairs over me but so long , '  an ' say , ' that old mes s up 
ther e , she got a whole lot o f  men and things in her hous e and she j us t  thinks 
she ' s  the only thing . ' " 
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I d idn ' t do noth ing but wor k ,  caus e I go t  u p  every morning a t  four o ' c lo ck and 
cooked for all thos e  mens and f ix ed lunche s - you know I didn ' t  have much time 
fo r fooli shness . J es t  by mys elf too becaus e I wa s a widow and I d idn ' t  have - my 
ch ildr en wer e grown and marr ied and g one and - but she would go [ to ]  everybody 
[doctors ] and she had one [root doctor ] to come there and I r e  lly know that he 

wa s  one . Dey say he come from up about Back River s omewher e , and he come in 
selling veg etab l es - you know , claim to sell . We ll , he wouldn i t s ell to her for 
I have asked him , I says , "Wha t you ask f or so -and-s o , "  and he wouldn ' t  pay me 
any mind . 

And h e  would come - and one day a f t er h e  lef t there , tha t night I had to go to 
chur ch early to be a t  prayer mee ting and I wa s go ing down by the door , at the 
f ront . I was ups tairs over h er . I t  wus a three-s tory building . I had the 
s econd and th ir d  f loor s , she had the b o t tom f loor . Well , I ' d  gone out and some
thing was on my door screen and it looked like where a snail or some thing had 
b een , and I put my hand right in it to open the door . I said ,  "Doh , I wond er 
what ' s  this on my hand , and one mind caugh t me r ight away , s ays , "Run and w ash 
your hands in some warm salt water , tab le salt . "  And I ran b ack ups tairs . And 
they all say , "Wha t ' s  the ma t t er ? "  I s ay ,  "Ther e s ome thing bad on the door . I 
j us t  come back t o  wash my hand - I got my hand in i t . 1 t And th ey say , "What i s  
that ? "  I say , " Ab  don ' t  know . "  But I ' d taken some o f  that warm s alt water and 
wring and wa sh ed i t  off the door . 

But do you know thi s  h and g o t  wher e i t  had went up in my shoulder and for a 
year or mor e I could hardly use this arm ; I had to hire the mo s t  of my work done .  
But I kep t a usin ' - it kep t on my mind to us e  thi s salt and wat er and I used i t  
and used i t . And then it j us t  come t o  my mind t o  spr inkle salt and I j us t  kep t 
sa l t  water and sprinkled my s t eps and all ar ound my door that way . And you know 
one thing ? Fin ' l ly she moved her s e lf . Now , she did . She moved h er self and I 
d idn ' t never b o th er her . We ' d  both be long to the same church and sh e was a choir 
memb er and I wa s usher of the same church . And whi le sh e  envied me , I didn ' t 
never say any thing to her - never had nothing to do wi th her nohow caus e I worked 
all the t ime . Bu t tha t ' s  what happ ened to me , and sh e  j us t  throw bad luck on me . 

[ Her e  i s  where this par ticular s tory end ed . I thought so b ecause I turnec off 
my mach ine . But the old lady s tar t ed of f ag ain , vis i t ing a whi t e  for tune-teller 
before I could push the s tart ing button . ] 

She say , " Chil e , you ough t to move ou t  of tha t hous e ,  you have s o  many enemies 
tha t • • • •  " [ This advic e is o f t en  given by doctors . ]  

Her continued s t ory not too promi sing , I again s topp ed the Telediphone . 
Suddenly I mu st have as ked , "Who was thi s woman? " before I could maneuver to the 
swi tchb ox .  One ne ither j umps at the switch nor keep s his hand cons tantly on it 
(s ee In tr oduc t i on) . ]  

A whit e  lady and ole . And she was up ther e [ in the country ] and she s ay , "!. 
would come down there and dPesB your hous e and you ' d  have b et t er luck , and kill 
out of s ome of these th ings . Dh ! if you knowed what we [ speaker and guid ing 
spir i t ] s aw ov er your hous e .  You wouldn ' t  even have no idea . "  And I said , "But 
I don ' t bo ther nobody . "  Well , she say , "Thos e [ ar e ]  the warning s .  You tends to 
your bus iness and work hard and they envi es you , and you have a who le lo t of 
troub le .  You don ' t mind [ if you are no t car eful ] they g o in '  trick you . "  

And t hey r e ' lly tricked me . You know , a ll thos e mens was runned away from 
ther e .  And lemme tell you one thing , my own s on run from mah home like - when h e  
came f rom Phi ladelphia , h e  came from Philadelphia - b ecause h e  told m e  becaus e I 
wouldn ' t  let him have his way , b ecause I want every th ing to b e  qui te among nic e  
neighb or s and thing s .  He ' s  kind of rough . He j ust come from Ph ilad elph ia , you 
know , and h e wanted to keep up his old r ough crowd and I wouldn ' t have it . And 
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he said , "You ' ll j ust set around her e and go crazy about a little money you is 
making her e , but there ain ' t  goin ' be nobody here ' cep t you . II And it  shore was 
and I always believed he did it . Now I shore does . 

I ' ve had a hard time here , I cer tainly has , and I haven ' t  no husband , no t a 
soul , even I haven ' t  a friend . I had a good friend and they even run him away 
from me , and we didn ' t  faIled out or nuthin - he j us t lef t . And that took all 
my help you see . You see , when I had no help , I j us t  went down to noth ing - j es t  
so many spells and things . That lady told me , she s aid , "You cain ' t  live here in 
no peace . Your hous e is ruined . You don ' t  have the idea who come in ther e and 
dr opped it [ aunjU1'ation ] as they come in - pretend to be  fr iend s . "  Well , I s aid , 
"Well , I don ' t  take nobody for no friend . "  She said , "Bu t  you wouldn ' t  have the 
idea . "  

And I knowed my own s on was one of them and he ' s living downtown today and he 
won ' t  help me as much as anyb ody else . He cer tainly won ' t ,  b ecause he envied me . 
And he ought not to becaus e when his work gave out in Phi ladelphia he came home 
here and I ' d  taken care of him a whole year b ef ore he could get anyth ing to do ,  
becaus e there wasn ' t  any work , and soon as he got into the -shipyard he went on 
and got him a room somewhere else . He did that and he ' d  do that today . [ Newp or t 
News , Va . ,  (482) , 504 : 1-50 5 : 1 . ] 

1461 . I have heard a old lady say that along ab out sundown that if one should 
go out to the front door and throw out a handful of salt , no evils will approach 
that house over th e night . [Ocean City , Md . , (20) ,  Ed . ] 

1462 . You take salt and put it down on the ground at your door and that would 
keep all evil spiri ts away . Tha t ' s  what the colored people used to do to over
come mas ter and mistres s . Af ter the mast er and mis tress walks over it , it 
s ca tter s the ir mind . [ Hampton , Va . , (24) , Ed . ;  speaker 8 when Civ il War b egan . ] 

1463 . I f someone tryin ' tuh harm yo '  or put anyth ing roun ' yore hous e ,  j es '  
git up at night an ' yo ' thinkin ' dey goin ' do da t ,  every night fo ' nine nights 
an ' put di s salt . Put de pot sa Zt - carry it round de house f o ' nine nights  an ' 
talk to it , an ' why , no one couldn ' t  harm yo ' an ' put nuthin else round dere 
atall . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363 ) , 2404 : 7 . ]  

1464 . If someone tryin ' tuh do yo ' somep in round yore home - maybe inj ure yo ' 
or cunju� yo ' tryin '  tuh do yo ' some harm , if you wanta pr event this troub le ,  
you might r ead the 7 th chapt er of the P salm of David and then walk around yore 
home about nine times dur ing de night or in de morning b etween de sun s etting and 
de sun r is ing , wit salt in yore han ' an ' call de name of yore enemies or thos e 
yo ' think ab out as trying to do yo '  harm ,  an ' dey ' ll do yo ' no harm . [Mobile , 
Ala . , ( 702) , 962 : 4 . ] 

14 65 . Yo ' kin dress yore home tuh keep evil away f rom yoreself . 
(How do you do that? ) 
Well , now yo ' kin take salt an ' pu t it  in de fo ' corner of yore hous e ,  "In de  

Name of de Father , Son an ' de Holy Ghos t , "  an '  make yore wish for good luck an ' 
yo '  know , good things , an ' dat keeps dat evi l  from ovahpowah in ' it . It ' s  re ' lly 
good . Ah b elieves it . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , ( 129 3) , 2193 : 12 . ] 

146 6 .  If  a evil p erson comes in your hous e ,  go to the b ack door with salt in 
your hand and throw the salt over your right shoulder with your back turned to 
the door and don ' t look back to keep from having bad luck . [ Fredericksbur g , Va . ,  
(64) , Ed . ] 

146 7 . Lak if somebody come to yore house , which an ' why yo ' have a hous e of 
yore own - i f s omebody come dere an ' yo ' know p eople , if dey wanta harm yo ' ,  dey 
usually put somepin up undah yore steps . If  they put s omep in up undah yor e  steps 
an ' yo ' walk out , if  yo ' happen tuh s ee it or if somebody see it ' fore yo '  do , de 
firs t  thing yo ' do ,  yo ' go in de house an ' yo ' git chew s ome b lack peppah an ' 
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salt an ' sulphur , an ' yo ' come ba ck out an ' yo ' throw it cros s  yore s houlder , 
turn roun ' an ' throw it cross yore should er ,  an ' th row i t  ovah d e  f ence whut 
ch ew have , an ' j es '  spr inkle it all ovah yor e yard . Th at ' l l kill it . [ Florence , 
S .  Car . , ( 1 3 2 2 ) , 2266 : 9 . ]  

1468 . Mrs . M . , the p er son with whom I live [ in Ber lin , Md . ] ther e ' s  a fami ly 
ne ar her who throws sa lt a f t er every one that comes there . And they throw salt 
and shake an apron a f t er th e person is gone . And they claim that if the p erson 
has come ther e  f or an ill int ention , h e  won ' t  return any more . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  
( 1 3 ) , 1 : 2 .  This i s  the firs t cylinder of my new Te 1ediphone - 3000 cy lind er s 

wou ld follow . The sp eaker is Jerry Wi lliams my Mary land contac t man . My f ir s t  
informant and h elper was Julia who appears o n  p ag e  one . ] 

1469 . I f  yo ' wanta keep ' em from doin ' any th ing else t o  yo ' ,  yo ' g i t  some 
tab le salt an ' red peppah , j es '  cay enne pepp ah , an ' sulphur an ' mix i t  together 
an ' sprinkle it all r oun '  yore hous e .  An '  whi le yo ' comin ' in de path d ere , de re 
wh er e yo ' turn off de s tr eet into de p ath , a f ter yo ' sprinkle it down , drive yo ' 
a t en-penny nail , a new t en-penny nai l  dere . An '  if d e  path comes into yore 
hous e ,  yo ' drive dem nail in der e  an ' dey can ' t gi t to yo ' to do nuth in to yo ' . 
[ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1489 ) , 26 61 : 10 . ] 

147 0 .  Yo ' kin slow ' em  up fo ' a while . Yo ' kin g i t  a p eck of s al t  - a peck , 
one level peck . Not in a t in - don ' t let it t etch de tin if y o ' kin - git i t  in 
a bucket an ' s trike it o f f  as dey us ed to do long yeahs ago , y o '  know . [To 
s tFike off salt or gr ain was to level i t acr o s s  the top o f  the cont ainer by using 
a s tr aight-edged boar d , b a ck of saw ,  et c . ] 

(A who le p eck o f  s al t ? ) 
A whole p eck ,  an ' j es '  as much - ah guess a quar t of s ulphur an ' mix it all 

up together . D is is yor e  land now - yo ' kin do whut ch ew want on it . Yo ' go to 
d e  f o ' corner s o f  yore place - well , yo ' plant it j es '  leve l wit de ground an ' 
cover it up so d at chew won ' t p low into i t  if yo ' s  a f armer . An ' if dey trying 
t o  git it from yo ' unfair ly , why yo ' kin s t op ' em  a whi le an ' yo ' kin g it 
straigt ened out . Ah ' ve seen d i s  done . 

(Tha t i s  t o  pro tect you if anyb ody is trying to harm you b y  g et t ing your 
prop er ty ? Or d rive you away? )  

Yes s ir - dat ' s  i t . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 118 3 ) , 19 9 5 : 7 ; only examp le o f  ri t e . ] 
147 1 .  To protect your things when you leave home - I ' ve heard old people s ay ,  

to keep any one f rom ent er ing your hous e while away , if you ' ll walk five s t eps 
from the door , throw some sa lt over your le ft shoulder , then over your r igh t 
should er , then make a hole and s p i t  in the hole and c over it with dir t , then walk 
t en  more feet and make an X in the r oad , make a circle around the X ,  and then 
make a secret wi sh - if you should go away from home and s tay two weeks , no one 
will ent er your hous e whi le away . [ Fr ed ericksburg , Va . , ( 35 ) , Ed . ]  

147 2 .  (Now , wai t . In other words , you make a cr oss like that in your p ath . 
Then what do you do ? )  

Fi ll it wi th tab le salt . Naws ir [ not that ] - j e s t  sprinkle do se marks , righ t 
in dos e marks . 

( In the cross ma rks . What else do you do? ) 
You could put a little cay enne p epp er in with that . 
(What is that suppos ed to do ? )  
We ll , anybody wa lks over that why i t  runs them - git rid o f  y o ' enemies . 

[ Mob ile , Ala . , ( 66 6) , 8 7 5 : 2 . ]  
1473 . Ji s '  like you wanted s omeone to s tay away f r om you . An '  you take a box 

of brand-new s al t  an ' you g i t  a b ox of this cayenne p eppah . Wel l , now , you got 
to take the cayenne p eppah an ' measur e  it j is t  as high as the salt box [ the salt 
pile from the emp tied b ox ]  is make each one [ each p ile ] even with the o ther one . 
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Then you take th em all an '  dump them into a papah r ight toge thah - j is t mix it 
all up tog ethah good . An '  if there ' s someone j is t  keep b o therin ' you or they ' s 
put something down for you - why , j i s ' like they ' d  come an ' s p rinkle acros t that 
d oah , whut evah they have - you s t ar t  from your d oah an ' sprinkle . J is ' t ake this 
p eppah [ and s al t ] an ' spr inkle it b ackwards - j is '  wa lk right backward s  to it 
[wha t the enemy has sprinkled ] ;  an ' th en you walk aroun ' , don ' t come b ack over 
i t  you ' s elf , walk righ t  on ar oun ' , an ' come in you ' next doah . An ' they can ' t  
come no fur ther than that same place th ere .  [ Baltimore , Md . , ( 150) , 5 5 : 4+85 . ]  

14 74 . ( I f  a p erson has crossed you ? )  
Yeah . 
( You go to the s tove? ) 
Go to the s t ove or p lace where a fire what ' s  l i t , and you take you s ome s alt , 

you s ee , and j us t  sprinkle it ov er the f lame , you know , and you r epeat the Lord ' s 
Prayer , and th e f lames quiver f rom d e s al t , you know , and then y ou do wi th your 
hand like dat and read th e 3 7 th P sa lm  [demons trates ] . 

(You hold your h ands up in the air together after you said your pray er . )  
Af ter the prayer . You repeat the Lord ' s  P rayer and ask the Lord to g ive you 

peace of mind and , "The Lord deliver me f rom mine enemi es .  ". [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  
( 75 0) , 1019 : 5 . ]  

147 5 .  Ge t a bag of salt and put i t  under your pi llow , open you r  window and 
put a spoon under it , and he [ a  ghos t ]  can ' t cross th at . [ Fredericksbu rg , Va . , 
( 48 ) , Ed . ]  

147 6 .  Oh , wel l , yo ' take yore shoes now an ' a p erson try tub wear it - � 
lak ah try tuh wear yore shoe s an ' try tuh harm yo ' .  T ake it an ' s pr inkle s alt 
an ' p eppah - keep salt an ' p epp ah , b lack p eppah in dat shoe an ' wea r i t  r ight 
undernea t ' yore s o cks all de time . Ah mean not changin ' dat - j es '  le t i t  s tay 
in dat de same .  An '  den take yor e toenails , de end of yor e toenails an ' trim dat 
an ' ke ep hi t in d ere , ke ep it dere . He couldn ' t  put chure sho es on fo ' nuthin . 

(Why would you do tha t ? ) 
Well , da t tuh keep yor e  sp irit in de shoes dat his spirit cou ldn ' t  conne ct wi t 

yor es . 
( These are my shoes - whos e going to do that ? Am I goin ' to do that to my 

sho es ? Or s ome o th er fellow is going to do it to my shoes ? )  
No , yo ' do it to yor e own shoes . 
(Why am I do ing that - to prot ec t  mys elf ? ) 

Yes sir . [ P lace and r ef erence los t . ]  
147 7 . You take some red p epper an ' salt an '  SUlphur , an ' put i t  tog ether an ' 

s t ir i t  up , mix it up , put in yer s ho e  [bo th shoe s ] ; let it go clean b ack to the 
toe , heel an ' all . Cut you a fal s e  [ inner ] sole - you ough t to a lways git your 
shoes big enough to cut a f alse sole - an ' put in theah . Put yer shoe on . They 
cannot hurt choo , an'  you walk over any th ing you want an ' i t  won ' t bo ther yah . 
[ Baltimor e , Md . , ( 1 38) , 3 7 : 2+8 5 ; Charlotte Co . ,  Va . ]  

1478 . Yo ' kin take s ome s alt - tab le s alt an ' sulphur an '  red p eppah , mix i t 
tog ether an '  stir it wi th yor e left hand . Spr inkle s ome o f  i t  in each o f  yor e 
shoes an ' yo ' kin travel anywhere yo ' wanta travel . [ Flor enc e , S .  Car . , ( 13 1 4 ) , 
223 7 : 12 . ] 

14 7 9 . Yo ' kin pu t s ulphur in yor e shoe an ' wear i t  in d er e  or e ither go to 
s ome root man or -

(How do you mean you put sulphur in your shoe ? ) 
Well , see , yo ' kin ei ther put sulphur or r ed p epper - red p epper an ' sulphur . 

Git chew a box o f  r ed p epp er - ah hear mah mo ther say dat - g it chew a b ox of red 
p epper an ' br and-new b ox o f  salt had nevah been us ed out o f . Sprinkle i t  ins ide 
of yor e shoe an ' wear i t  in dere . Don ' t use it fo ' nuthin els e but that . An '  
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that ' ll keep anyone from - o r  either su lphur , wear it in yore shoe - keep anyone 
from tPi aking yo ' or anything like that . 

( Do you sprinkle tha t  in b oth shoes or j u s t  one? ) 
Both of ' em , either one . Either put it ovah de do ' .  [Way cros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1063) , 

1722 : 2 . ] 
1480 . Say if they put anything down fo ' yo ' , if yo ' wanta walk ovah it or go 

ovah it , j es '  git chew some su lphur , some salt , b lack peppah an ' take an ' j es '  
make yo '  a ball wi th i t  lak tha t an ' j es '  pu t i t  in a r ed flannel an ' yo ' kin g o 
anywher e abou t an ' it won ' t  bother yo ' .  

[ Thi s is a pr o t ec tion hand . ] 
(Where do you keep that r ed f lannel? ) 

J es ' keep i t  anywher e  n ex t  to y or e  hear t - in yore watch p ocket or in yore 
sh ir t pocket , anywhere . [Wi ls on , N .  Car . ,  ( 1455) , 2 644 : 24 . ] 

1481 . Well , ah heard if yo ' walk along - j e st whu t  dey put down fo ' yo ' to 
hurt chew s ome way , yo ' j es t  git chew some SU lphur , a few grains [ s eed or p ieces ] 
o f  red p eppah , a l i t tle gunpowd er , a li tt le tab le s a l t , an ' wea r i t  in yore shoe . 
I t  will eat up everyth ing whut chew walk ovah . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1142) , 1859 : 5 . ] 

1 48 2 . Dey go out dere and s pr inkl e  s om e  s tuff down in front of the door and 
sprinkl e s tu ff wh er e d ey know you have to pas s on dat , you see - some kind o f  
powd er . I f  you want s to kiak [ki Z Z ]  da t , you g et you s ome blues tone and salt and 
wear dat in your sho e .  That ' l l s top any pers on - the stuff dey put down from 
a f f ec tin ' you dat ' s  ke tching it in yore feet , you see , to keep you from walkin ' . 
And if you ket ch it yore feet , dey goin ' set you down and y ou g oin ' b e  down in d e  
house help less and you can ' t do anything , you see , unt il - and if you don ' t  know 
what to do , th en you gotta go and get somebody that knows more than you know that 
g et that off of you , you s e e . And if dey get dat off of you - but they ain ' t  
goin ' tell you wha t  they done , you s ee .  But you always know dat th ey got i t  o f f  
of you , you know you wasn ' t  in d e  f ix y ou always was - they done some thing but 
th ey ain ' t g oing tell you . Dey ' ll give you s ome s t uf f to take - they won ' t  tell 
you what d at is . If you don ' t know ,  you s ee ,  you j us t  don ' t know . [ Vicksburg , 
Mis s . , ( 52 7 ) , 9 93 : 8 . ] 

1483 . And den , how you dress y o ' f e et . Yo ' through wit dat part . How you 
dress yo ' f e et , you takes b lues tone , b eat up f ine - not so much , j us t a leetle 
bit of piece and sulphur and s alt . Put in ea ch one of your shoes , put it under
neath the lining in your shoes . See . 

We ll , you know wha t  dat is f o ' ?  That is for t o  keep dem from hurting you . 
See , dey kin hurt chew all kind of ways and dey can hurt ch ew on your feet so 
bad , if you don ' t  hurry roun ' and use dat ahamber Zye and th ings , s al tp et er ,  you 
shor e will get hit - you ' ll b e  out dere in de ceme tery , f or dey r e ' lly kin do it . 
Dat ' s  de only thing whut kin p er tect yore f e et . [Mob i le , Ala . , (651) , 847 : 2 . ] 

148 4 . Anyb ody put somepin down fo ' yo ' :  to pro tect yor es elf , yo '  kin get yo ' 
s ome sulphur an ' ashes out of de stove , j e s t  de ashes - sulphur an ' ashe s an ' 
blues tone an ' tab l es alt , an ' wear i t  in yore sh oes an ' nuthin won ' t harm yo ' .  
Yo ' kin walk over mos t ly anything . 

(Do you wear that in b oth s hoes ? )  
Wear i t  in bo th shoes , nu thin won ' t bo ther yo ' . [ St .  P eter sburg , Fla . , (99 2) , 

1 60 0 : 6 . ] 
1 48 5 . Now d is salt an ' b r ims t one an ' graveyard dirt is us ed fo ' many things -

see , that salt an ' brims tone . Take t ab le salt an ' s ulphur an ' brims tone an ' b urn 
it together - see , burn it together , an ' den make a sack of that .  S ee ,  that is 
cal led a bodyguard , b ody protection - make a s a ck o f  that . [Thi s is a hand. ] 
An '  every nine days sa tura te [feed] dat good an ' well wit camphor . That wi ll 
keep - not s in ,  but will keep de evil sp iri t s  of f yuh - us ing a li ttle graveyard 
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dust in dat e 
(Nobody can harm you if you have that on you ? )  
N o  sir , can ' t harm you .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (129 5) , 2 19 6 : 4 . ] 
148 6 .  Take salt , tab le salt , an ' black peppah an ' hone , an ' mix d at together 

an ' greas e yore foot wit it an ' use dat in yore shoe . Dat would keep dis o ffa 
yo ' - lak if dey wanted to hurt chew , dat would keep dat off . 

( I f  you walk over anything? ) 
Yes . [Wi ls on , N .  Car . , (149 3 ) , 2 66 3 : 16 . ]  
1487 . He [poot doctop] told her [his patient] she go in de house and g it him 

some s alt and he put hit on de p lace where he dug i t  [ dug up the hoodoo article] 
and covered it [ the hole ]  up . [Cf. No . 8 9 7 , p . 3 28 . ]  [Wilmington , N.  C . , ( 2 2 2 ) , 
137 : 1+85 . ]  

1488 . [They get some dust ] from the grave and sprinkle it in yeh house , and 
that caus e you to have di seas e - caus e you sickness . But .now the way they get 
rid o f  that is to take salt s ee ,  if you see this dus ' in yer floor . You kin see 
it , you s ee ,  b ecus [ i t ]  is brown , yellah - whutever [color ] it is . And you kin 
sprinkle salt over that see and you take some p epper . And you sweep all that up 
together and then you go out de door s ee ,  and if there ' s  anywher e  any running 
water , you throw it in this running water . That ' ll thr ow it back on the person . 
[ Balt imore , Md . ,  (148 ) , 49 : 2+8 5 . ] 

148 9 . A 1ettah from a pers on , a lettah already dressed f o ' yo ' - dey always 
to le me , say ,  don ' t  nevah receive de firs t lettah in yore hand , say si t chew some 
tab le salt an ' throw it on it an ' den pick it on up ,  say i t  can ' t  hupt chew .  Yo ' 
kills dat right den . 

(Any letter you get ? )  
Yes s ir ,  if yo ' think i t . wus s ome thin , dressed fo ' yo ' . Jes ' take yo ' some 

tab le salt an ' put on it an ' da t kills all dat e Or use turpentine . 
(Or us e s ome turpentine? ) 
Turpentine is good . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1185) , 19 98 : 17 . ]  
1490 . [ Saltpeter is us ed in many healing or protective combinations - see 

Ind ex . ] 
Well , you kin get saltpeter . You kin go and get you a dime ' s  o f  saltpeter 

and sprinkle a little in your shoes about every four or five days . Wear that in 
your shoes and there can ' t nobody harm you - not do it to the f lesh 

SALTPETER or put nuthin down f er you . But , o f  course , i t ' s  qui te natural that 
if somebody get aho1t of s omething o f yourn - your hairs or your 

clothes that you b een wearing for s ev eral days , get something out of them - why 
they kin do you harm . But as f er  as putting something down for you ,  they can ' t  
do you no harm over that saltpet er . [ Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  ( 7 5 6 ) , 1033 : 4 . ]  

1491 . I f  someone tryin ' tuh harm yo ' an ' dey sprinkle somethin ' down , yo ' 
take yo ' some saltpeter an ' put it in de bottom of yore shoe an ' some Ep som s alts 
an ' s ome sugah an ' some cinnamon , an ' yo ' kin walk ovah it . [New Or leans , La . ,  
( 1558) , 28 33 : 7 . ]  

1492 . Yo ' know , put somethin '  down fo ' yo ' or s omethin ' . Well , yo ' j is '  git 
chew a package of saltpeter an ' j is '  bathe yore han ' s  ovah good in it an ' yore 
feets an ' maybe down heah [demons trat es ] . 

(Your navel . )  
An ' dey cain ' t nevah harm yo ' .  [Little Rock , Ark. , ( 903) , 147 4 : 20 . ] 
149 3 . Somebody tryin ' to harm yo ' and yo ' tryin ' to protec ' yo ' s elf , de firs t 

thing is , dey gits chew some sa ltpeters and b ath yo ' self down in saltpeters , and 
d en  take yo ' some sulphur and salt an ' sprinkle round dat do ' - round de house 
in front de do'  and dey can ' t  do yo ' no harm . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 01) , 9 5 9 : 7 . ] 

1494 . An '  dis heah Samp son [ or Samp son ' s ]  snakeroot , yo ' take dat e Dey us e  
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S ampson snakeroot for any cunjupation - say Sampson poot overcome it . 
(How would they use that root ? ) 

SAMPSON ROOT 
OR 

Dey use dat root by making a tea out of it - yo ' chew s ome of 
it an ' yo ' make a t ea  out of i t . 

SAMPSON SNAKEROOT (That is to kill any poison that is in you? ) 
I t  will kill the poison . 

[ Th is plant i s probab ly b abroo t or bab ' s-root , an aromatic herb (Psopa lea 
pedunaulata) , s outheastern U . S . A . , the root said to have tonic proper t i es . ]  
[Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1 0 7 4 ) , 17 3 7 : 10 . ]  

SCIS SORS 
149 5 . Well , af tah a woman bipth a b aby an' she ' s  hav in '  a f tahp ains , 
yo ' kin put a pair of scis sors undah her an ' i t  will cut dat pain . 
[ In folklore any sharp-cut ting ins trument of s t eel cuts af terpains : 

ax ,  butcherknife , hat chet , r azor , saw ;  s ee FAaI , 2nd ed . ,  pp . 134-l35 . ] [Memphis ,  
Tenn . , ( 15 4 2 ) , 2 7 91 : 1 . ] 

149 6 . J es ' lak some peop le - yo ' know , as chillen [ chi ldren ] - s ome p eoples 
says when people have fits , s ays s ome people done hupt d em o  [ Fits ar e caused by 

aunjUPe or hoodoo . ]  Yo ' see , da t ' s  d e  b rains . J es ' lak ch illen have 
SHOE convuls ions after b urns from high f evah , dey b urn a o le shoe - yo ' know , 

pull off d e  s ole an ' burn a ole shoe to gi t rid of dat e 
(What do they do with tha t when they burn the shoes ? ) 

Dey don ' t  do nuthin with i t . Dey j es '  burn a ole shoe - s ay that will s top 
yo ' from havin ' ' em . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1344) , 2 3 2 7 : 11 . ] 

149 7 . Yo ' kin take a ole shoe sole or ' nothah an ' anyb ody in d e  hous e havin ' 
a too tha che , an ' yo ' kin throw dat ole sole on de fiah an ' let it burn an ' i t  
will kill d e  toothache . 

(What wi ll they do with that wh en  it burns ? ) 
Well , dey ' ll take de sppead , yo '  know , an ' take de smoke in yor e nos trils -

see , o f  dis ole shoe sole to yor e nos tri l .  Take d e  smoke an ' inhale it . 
( Oh , you inhale the smoke and that kills the toothache . )  [Sppead = spreading 

smoke . ]  [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , ( 1284) , 2182 : 1 . ] 
149 8 . [ The oppos it e o f  the preced ing b elie f is also held . ] 
A lotta people don ' t burn d ey ole shoes , dey give dem a tootha ch e .  If anyb ody 

burn dey shoes it will give dem a too thache . Say , fo ' ins tance , yo ' have a lotta 
ole shoes around an ' ah take ' em  out an ' burn ' em ,  why it would give yo '  a tooth
ache , an ' my shoes would g ive me de toothache , too - make everybody tootha ch e .  
[ This is s ong ' s  toothache in the hee l . ] [ Wi ls on , N .  Car . , ( 1464) , 2650 : 17 . ]  

14 99 . Yo ' take a ole shoe an ' sulphur an ' asafitidy - yo '  know , dat ole 
s tinkin ' s tuff dat chew take . Dey say yo ' t ake a shoe an ' b urn i t  an ' make a 
ash with that - d ey say , with th e asafitidy an ' SUlphur , an ' dey say it wi ll cure 
de as thma . Dat ' s  all ah know about de shoes . 

(What do you do with that s tuf f a fter you b urn i t , th en? ) 
Yo ' have tuh put i t  in a pipe an ' smoke it . 
( Af ter you burn the s tuff ? )  
Yessuh , a f t er yo ' burns it . 
(Then you smoke what ' s lef t ? ) 
Yes . [ Fay ettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 4 7 ) , 2625 : 6 . ]  
1500 . Take d e  ole shoes an ' burn ' em  for de backache - burn ' em  to ashes and 

put ' em  in a b o t t le an ' put watah on ' em an ' drink d e  watah of f dem f o r de b ack
ache . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1511) , 2 6 7 8 : 14 . ] 

1501 . Take b lues tone , a ole shoe sole an ' gunpowder . Yo ' burn de b lues tone 
good unt i l , yo ' know , till yo ' p owder i t  up ,  an ' mix a li ' l  gunpowder along wit 
i t wit some fr esh hog lard an ' kinda make s alve outen it f o ' hea1in ' a sore . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 4 2 ) , 2113 : 1 . ] 
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1502 . Dey tell dat if yo ' s livin ' in a house that f olks is died out of an ' 
th ere ' s  always b een s ome thin , that ' s  worryin ' yo ' round de hous e , that  it wi ll 
be their evil spirit comin ' b ack to see whut ' s  happened ou t de p la ce since they 
wus gone from it , an ' if yo ' burn a o le shoe sole through this hous e ,  that ' ll 
drive dem ' way an ' yo ' won ' t  have any mo ' trouble with ' em .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 1456) , 2648 : 7 . ] 

1503 . Well , now , if yo ' moved in a ha ' nted p la ce an ' yo ' can ' t s tay there in 
no peace but hear in , rackets in de walls , why yo '  pick up all of yor e shoes dat 
chew could find an ' put some brims tone an ' sulphur in i t  an ' burn it - put it in 
a ole bucket an ' burn it  in all fo ' corners of de hous e .  An '  dat wi ll run ever ' 
ole thing dat chew heah round dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1355) , 2 3 7 4 : 1 . ] 

150 4 .  Dey use dat if dey ' fraid anyb ody comin ' roun ' if dey goin ' do somepin 
to de hous e . Dey git de ole sole - de ole shoe sole an ' burn it . Da t will drive 
dem awat , too - anybody , dose ole witch�aft peopZe or s omep in lak dat e Dey say 
dey ain t comin ' round dere no mo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Ca� . , ( 1291) , 2190 : 1 2 . ] 

1505 . Ah heard dat chew take yore ole shoes an ' burn ' em  so no one kin jamo 
wopk yo ' .  Yo ' always have good luck a t  chure home . [Wils on ,  N .  Car . , ( 150 6) , 
2673 : 9 . ] 

1506 . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh keep yore enemies f rom yo ' , when yo '  burn de shoes . Yo ' 
cut out a p iece of dat middle sole , j es '  lak yo ' take a ole piece o f  shoe . Yo ' 
use de part dat chew walk on d ere , de sandal [ sole ] , yo ' know whut yo ' walk on . 
Turn dat b ack an ' cut a piece of dat second sole . 

(Underneath the shoe? ) 
Yeah , an ' burn it . Jes ' take an ' b urn i t , dat will drive de enemy from yo ' . 

Anyway , j es '  lak if anybody botherin ' , anybody meddlin ' .  Da t ' s  de way dey do 
wi th dat e [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 2642 : 5 . ] 

15 07 . Yo ' kin go out an ' j es t  lak yo ' - yo ' git chew some ole shoes anywher e 
in de streets  or road , anywhere in town . Yo ' burn dem - yo ' take de soles off . 
Ah nevah h ave heard of ' em  burnin ' de whole shoe - take de soles offa  dem shoes . 
Git chew s ome sulphur an '  b lues tone or b rims tone - it ' s all near ' bout alike an ' 
j es t  put chew a li ttle fiah in de yard or put i t  in a tinpan or someth in ' an ' 
burn it out dere . An '  dat keep s d em  away from dere . 

(What do you burn , the shoe or j us t  the shoe sole? ) 
De sole - not de shoe . Burn de sole an ' put dat sulphur an ' b lue stone or 

b r ims tone - either one , j es t  put it on dere . A woman showed me dat - ah couldn ' t 
tell yo ' de name , but she burns dat e [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1148) , 1873 : 1 . ] 

1 508 . A per son ' s shoes - a woman ' s shoes - j es '  lak if yo ' f igures somebody 
is workin ' a t  chew , yo ' hunt chew a throwed-way shoe . 

(A thrown-away shoe . ) 
Uh-hmm, a man ' s shoe an ' a woman ' s shoe . Well , if it ' s  a woman , yo '  wanta 

protect  yo ' self . Yo ' take dat woman ' s  shoe an ' put it on top o f  dat man ' s  shoe 
an ' yo ' burn ' em . Yo ' put sulphur an '  saltpeter , b lues tone , gunpowder an ' salt 
on there an ' burn it - make yore wishes , whatever yo ' want tuh come . An ' dat ' ll 
protect yo ' .  

(What would a man do if he wanted to protec t hims elf ? )  
He ' ll put de man ' s  shoe on top of de woman ' s . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1206 ) , 

2034 : 4 ;  man , doatop. ] 
1509 . Well , when yo ' have a whole lot ta troub le in de house - raisin ' Sam , 

dey cain ' t git along - yo '  kin take ole shoes wit sulphur an '  cayenne peppah , yo ' 
got fiah , j es '  thr ow ' em  in dere in de fiah lak dat , an ' de fellah go to de do ' 
an ' he stan '  an ' look at de smoke come out de chimley . Den af t er he go , yo ' say ,  
"Son-of-a-bitch , go . "  He ' ll nevah come in no mo ' - won ' t come dere no mo ' .  
[Wils on , N .  Car . , (1504) , 2670 : 15 . ] 
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15 10 . That ' s  for to keep anyone from your home and keep them from h�ting 
you , th is here . You take th e sho e - now , if it ' s  men and women b o th you want to 
keep away , why you take all the shoes of the f amily , all the o ld s hoes and burn 
them . And you do esn ' t  burn ' em  comp lete to a shes , but chew burn ' em  kin ' a  s o  
tha t chew can mash ' em  up . And you get chew a new b ox of cayenne p epper , and a 
new p ackage of s alt , and a new packag e of SUlphur , and mix that all up together . 
Then you get chew a s if t er - you put i t  [ this mixture ]  in a can - then y ou get 
chew a s i f t er and j us t  right a f ter sundown you s tart fr om your back door and go 
on ar ound the hous e and come on back to the b ack door right wh er e you b egan dat e  
And j u s t  make your wi sh es . And if you want to name the p ers ons in p erson , why 
you ca ll thos e names . Jus t have like one or two or thr ee individual pers ons you 
don ' t wish t o  come to your hous e . You do that f or nine succ es sful [ success iv e ]  
d ay s . You do i t  in the morning and at night r ep ea t  the same thing . We ll , in the 
morning you want to do that b efor e  sunrise in th e morning - b ef or e  s unri s e  in the 
morning and a ft er sund own  in the evening . And j us t  r ep eat y our wishes . And you 
can call , you know , the person ' s  name j us t  the same as if you wer e talking to 
them , and wish they ' d  s tay away and not inter f er e  with you . And repeat the Name 
o f  God . And you can also take river- shor e s and . You take r iver-s hore sand and 
put that in a s if t er and sif t it ar ound the hou s e . Mix thes e same thing s with 
i t  - th e sulphur and the cayenn e p epper and the s alt , b ut b e  s ure it ' s  pa ckages 
that neve r b een broken . Ju s t  buy i t  f or tha t  especia l .  And you h ave the same 
amount of s and that chew do salt ,  sulphur , and p epper . See? You have a box o f  
salt and you have the same amount of sand . S ee ?  Well , you take the pa ckag e o f  
s ulphur and y ou take th e package of pepp er s e e , and mix wi th it . An d  s e e , that ' s  
enough to repeat th e nine success ful day s . Well , you take th e shore sand , you 
b eg in from yore b ack door and you go on ar ound the hous e - like you have a walk 
away to th e well and to the pump or at the gate , you take all the paths with i t . 
You go to your outer building s with the sand [ the comp le t e  mixtur e ] and r ep eat , 
you s ee , wha t ever you wish to be done . And if you think it ' s  someone in t erfering 
wi th yeh , or your s tock is dying , you go ar ound th e s ta lls , y ou know . You r ep ea t 
and with the same thing may r eturn on them and leave you b e  - in the Name of God . 
[ E li z ab e th City , N .  Car . , ( 4 3 8 ) , 55 7 : 1 . ] 

1511 . [ T hese thr ee names ar e f or th e same p lant . ] 
I wen t up in the country an - wi th mah mother , an ' mah hu sb and s tayed a t  home . 

But it ' s  mah home dat he s t ay in ' . An '  of co ' s e he wus goin ' wi th another woman 

SILKROOT 
SILKWEED 
MILKWEED 

an ' he had her in mah room . An ' so when I come back I went to b e d . 
An '  she had put somepin in mah ma ttress for me . An ' s o I went to the 
medicaZ  doctor an ' he to ld mah mother that I b et ter s e e  a ' erb doctor. 
[ Evidently sh e exp lained to medica Z doctor that she had b een tricked 
and he advis ed the mother to f ind a hepb doctop . I found thi s s or t  of 

advice s everal t imes - s ee Index and Introduc t i on . ] 
He [ the 'epb doctop ] come to me an ' he said I wus hurt , an ' he told me to take 

ev ' rything off of mah b ed an ' s e al ' [ sc ald ] mah b ed o f f  an ' look in the mat tres s .  
An '  I looked in the mat tr e s s . An ' he had a pi ece in i t  j is '  ab out that long - a 
li t t le bag with a whole lot o f  li t t le s tuf f in i t . An ' s o  h e  made me s ome t eas . 
An '  there was s i 1kweed , an ' whiskey , an ' High John the Conkep an ' Low John - an ' 
made me a tea of i t .  An '  I took that thre e  t imes a d ay .  Then I took a b o t t le 
of thr ee S ' s  [ SS S ] . An '  tha t ' s  whut cured me . [ Wilming t on , N .  Car . , ( 3 2 2 ) , 
255 : 4+85 . ]  

1512 . This happened to my mother-in-law .  My mother-in- law she was s i ck ,  she 
was sick for a long time . She ' d  have spe l ls - looked like she ' d  have them ab out 
twicet a month . Sh e ' d  fall and we had to p ick her up and p ut her in b ed . We had 
th e doctor . He doc t or her and doctor her . The doc tor couldn ' t  do her any good .  
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S o  f in ' lly I went on aroun ' and that darn ole man - one day I was talkin ' to him 
and tellin ' him. about it . He said , "Well , "  he said , "I  think I kin cure her . "  

I says , "All right ,  if you kin cure her , "  I s ays , "I ' ll pay you well f or it . "  
[ Here is an echo f rom ancient Babylonia - no cu:re � no pay . ] And I says ,  "Now , 
whut ar e you go in ' cur e her with? "  I says ,  "I don ' t want you to give her any
thing that ' s  poison . "  

He said , "Well , "  he says ,  " I ' ll go and get th e s tuf f and b ring it righ t  to 
your own home and I ' ll show you whut I ' m goin ' do to make th e t ea . "  And h e goes 
and gits runnin ' -huckleberry and si tkroot and milkweed [ same plant as preceding 
si tkroot ] and boil it together unti l  i t  come to b e  - look kin ' a  milkish . Then 
he put a tab lespoonful of cookin ' s oda in that , into a quart bottle , mix it up 
well and let it di ssolve . [And he said ] "An let her take three tablespoonfuls 
of it three t imes a day - first  thing in the morning , and j is '  b efore she eat her 
dinner , an ' j is '  bef ore she go to b ed . l I [Wilmington , N • .  Car . ,  ( 29 4) , 2 16 : 1+8 5 . ] 

1513 . I ' ve b een hurt once [ in 19 12 ] by a woman . Well , I was poisoned in good 
fashion , I liked to die . I had Dr . A . , a medical doctor , and his medicine went 
agains t me , it didn ' t  do me no good . And the ' erbs that I kep i home , which I 
keep s ome now , you boil them and then taken some and put on the whiskey in the 
bot tle . I j i s '  plumb b lin ' , j is '  broke out all the way . And that ' s  what got me 
my foot . And I - s ee ,  I keep that tea . 

(What els e  do you do? )  
Jis ' roots and teas . Si tkroots , b lacksnake root and devi l-shoe string root . 

You see , the firs t  time you take de si tkroot - and you cut it  a inch long and you 
s teep dat in overnight water and put a cover over it . Well ,  i t bitter , and it ' ll 
swell .  You ' ll throw up ev ' ry thing in you . De s tuff come out of - gr een as you 
ever seen , a s green as gras s you ever s een . De devil-shoes tring and the b lack
snake root you s teep dem together and you drink that . 

Den , when I got so I could walk , I goes in the woods , take my hat chet . I gits  
s ome cherry bark , white oak bark and dogwood root , and bathed that - made a wash 
o f  this wat er , you know , and us e it  to wash with . And bathe right down , bathing 
that f or nine mornings . And den , when you git ready to throw it away , you throw 
it to sunri se . [Wilmington , N.  Car . , (228) , 221 : 7 . ]  

15 14 . Dey wear that r oun ' their laig , de dime - put a ho le in it an ' wear it  
roun ' dere 1aig to  keep of f wit chcraf t .  

( So if you walk over any thing o f  that sort ? ) 
SILVER Yes , it wouldn ' t  hurt chew . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1454) , 2643 : 11 . ] 

1515 . Well , if anyb ody dat put whut dey call roots at ch ew ,  yo ' see , 
yo ' kin wear a dime wit a hole in i t  round yore neck an ' yo ' kin wear one round 
yore laigs . Cours e ah say ah 've tried dat mahself an ' de dime will change de 
color - it git s b lack ,  see . Dat ' s  fur as ah could say on dat par t . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  (1187 ) , 2002 : 1 . ] 

1516 . Well ,  ah haven ' t  heard of ' em  doin ' anything but j es ' borin ' a hole in 
a dime an ' put tin , nine knots on a piece of co tton s tring an ' tyin '  it through 
the dime an ' puttin ' one around each laig fo r cramps an ' sp rains an ' things . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (10 61) , 1721 : 8 . ]  

1517 . Well,  you take a silver dime and you tie nine kno ts in a cord s tring 
and you wear them in turpentine [knots soaked in turpentine , s ee Turp entine title 
later ]  - [ or ]  six of them in green coaZ oi Z ,  and you bore a hole in that dime and 
wear it around your ankle , and you take the dus t that you bored the hole outa 
that dime and put it in vas eline and make a s alve and rub it around your wais t ,  
and they can ' t  do you anything . Yes , if they put i t  down for you , it won ' t take 
on you . That silver , it ' ll keep it f rom taking on you . 

[No question asked at the time indicated I though t I knew the meaning of green 
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aoa Z oi Z .  Thi s could be crude o il , green indicating unref ined rather than color ; 
otherwise , a coal oil (kerosene) colored green s ounds like a hoodoo commercial 
firm product . The choice is b etween 9 knots in turp entine or 6 in green aoa Z 
oi Z . ] [ New Or leans , La . ,  ( 851) , 1317 : 6 ;  informant " excellent . " ]  

15 18 . Take ten cents [ dime ] and put three holes in i t  and th ey say that ' ll 
keep anybody fram hurting you . You tie around your neck or eithe r around your 
ankle .  You gen ' a11y tie it around your lef t ankle . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 238) , 
237 : 5 . ] 

1519 . If anybody tryin ' tub harm yo ' an ' do a little s tunt [= triak ] , take 
one si lver dime - a silv er dime an ' same sulphur an ' cut de bottom of de shoes 
ins ide an ' lay dat dime ' s  worth of sulphur in dere an ' put da t dime on top of it , 
yo ' see , an ' wear dat dime right in de bottom of yor e  shoes all de time . 

(You j us t  us e that in one shoe? )  
No sir , in both of them . 
(Both shoes - the dime in each shoe ? )  
Yes s ir , with the sulphur und erneath o f  ' em .  [Dime and sulphur is laid under 

ins ole ; sometimes a depress ion being cut in the s ole f or th e dime . ]  [ Savannah , 
Ga . , ( 1271) , 2151 . ] 

1520 . Take a silver dime an ' put in a quart of watah an ' boil it down to 
ab out a t eacup ful , an ' tie de dime down yor e  1aig an ' yo ' kin walk ovah anything 
dey is on earth . 

(You have to boil that dime f irs t , though ? )  
[He said thi s  but I am asking for a repetit ion which of ten produces other 

details . ] 
Oh yes ! oh yes l Yo ' take de dime an ' boil it  in a quart o f  wat er down to 

ab out a teacupful [magic of diminishing amount ] and put de dime down yore laig . 
(Ei th er leg ? )  
E ither laig an ' yo '  kin walk ovah anything . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 140 7) , 

2 52 8 : 8 . ] 
1 5 21 . Dey says if anyb ody put anything down fo r yo ' to walk on , why yo ' take 

a piece of s i lver an ' scrap e  i t  of f lak that an ' make a t ea out o f  i t  an ' drink 
it , an ' then af tah yo ' make the t ea ,  then take an ' �ut a hole in it . '  Co r se it 
j ing le f o r a time on accounta they ' s  small . An '  tie i t  round yore 1aig an ' then 
they can ' t do anything to yo ' - or roun ' yore knee . They can ' t  do anything to 
yo ' .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 2 5 5 6 : 6 . ] 

1522 . Put a dime roun ' d e  b aby ' s  neck when de b aby ' s  small . Yo ' know , lak 
people 1ak tuh look at people ' s  b ab ies , dey say he ' ll b link hims elf an ' won ' t 
grow ;  s o  p eople put a dime roun ' his neck an ' den keep p eople from b linkin ' s o  
h e  kin grow .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (146 7 ) , 2 6 51 : 17 . ]  

1523 . They put that aroun ' baby ' s  neck fo ' teethin ' , a dime . [ Fayett eville , 
N .  C ar . , ( 139 0) , 2490 : 11 . ] 

1524 . A dime on dere 1aig s or either tie it roun ' dere arm or wear it around 
dere neck . 

(What is that suppos ed to do ? )  
Well , dat keep down de pains f o r  heart troub le .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 29 2a) , 

2192 : 2 . ] 
15 25 . I hear ' em  said that anyb ody don ' t want nob ody to hurt ' em ,  to g ive ' em  

nuthin , hurt ' em  inside , why th ey kin take a dime , b ut no one dime of his own .  
They got a dime , take i t  an ' swap it with somebody else , git another dime . Well , 
they kin take that an ' f ile it up an ' put it in a - f ile the wh ole dime up an ' 
put it in a teaspoonful of sulphur an '  take that , put it in the mouth , take same 
wa ter an ' wash it down . Well , if you eat anything , if anybody put anything down 
in somep in to eat f or yeh , you kin eat an ' it won ' t hurt yeh . [ Balttmore , Md . ,  
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( 13 8 ) , 1 22 : 1 ;  Cha r lo tte Co . ,  Va . ]  
15 26 . He g o t  poison in some whis key . Don ' t know wha t  he [poisoner ] had in 

ther e ,  b u t  h e ' ll pour i t  in your liquor . Wel l , ano ther f el low gave him [poisoned 
man ] , s ent him a d ime , a silver d ime unaware to him - he d idn ' t know any thing 
about i t . Thi s f el low ' s wif e  cut this s ilver dime wi th a f il e  and gave it to 
him to dr ink in sweet milk . [ This i s  the mag i c  r i t e  o f  the unknown r emedy , one 
of many devices for hoodwinking the d i s ea se sp ir it wi th in . ] That he lp ed him 
awh il e , until they got him to an o ld la� and she gave him s ome - s ome b lacksnake 
roo t and ros e water and May-water (see p . 38l ) together . You take th e b lacksnake 
root , a package o f  b lacksnake root from th e drug s tore , and you pour it in your 
wat er , in your - or any thing you going to put i t  in and th en pour it - put th is 
May-wa ter and ro s e  wa t er in thataway and let it get ho t ,  good and hot , and th en 
wh �, she cool down you dr ink i t . And this poison in you , i t ' ll pas s  up and down , 
from this way and that way [ fr om mouth or bowel s ] .  You under s tand . I f i t  too 
hard here , well i t  come f r om up above . And throug h  the rose wa ter i t  wi l l  go 
thr ough the lower b owels - i t ' ll pass , all b e  gone . And th e f e llow will b ec ome 
well - that sickness will leave h im . [ Vi cksb urg , Mi ss . ,  ( 7 7 6 ) , 10 7 2 : 2 . ] 

1527 . Like s omeone put somep in in your foo d , j oo c an - when you g o to ea t , 
j o o  put a d ime und er your tongue to ke ep ' em from hurting you . [Wilming ton , N .  
Car . , ( 2 4 2 ) , 245 : 3 . ] 

15 28 . T ake a dime made in 189 8 an ' yo ' kin place it under yor e t ongue an ' if 
anyone is tryin ' tuh g ive yo ' any poison or anything , yo ' kin drink all yo ' want 
an ' that d ime will take tha t poison from i t  - yo ' ll nevah g i t  poisoned wit it . 
Then , wh en yo ' take tha t d ime from und er ther e an ' dr ink dis stuf f , yo ' kin take 
it an ' wear i t  round yor e laig an ' yo ' ll never - nob ody never could poison yo ' ,  
j es '  long as yo ' keep tha t dime round yo re laig . Let it be a s i lver d ime though . 
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1028) , 167 3 : 9 . ]  

1 5 2 9 . I rememb er one t ime o f  a g entleman in our home taken violently s ick and 
what wa s the ailment nob ody knowed . They had the mediaal do a tors to come to him 
and they s eemed to do him no good - the medi c ine they �ave him put him in a rage . 
S o  th en th ey " decided to go and get some root doator and se e if they cou ld do any 
g ood . So at las t one day they f ound a man named Do c F . ,  who came to see this man 
how h e  was . And af ter g et t ing th ere he walked into the room of th is s i ck man and 
a sked his wif e ,  "How ' s  his urine ? "  And she told him the b est she knew how . S o  
h e  asked her did she have a Canad ian p iece of money . She to ld h im  yes . So he 
a sked her for a dime o f  Canad ian money . She got it and gave it to him . And he 
compound this p iece of Canadian money int o dus t , mixed i t  wi th whi skey and g in 
and vas el ine , and gave it t o  this man to dr ink . He dranked i t . He s tayed wi th 
the man all night . And dur ing the night he gave the man two d o s es of purga t iv e  
med ic ine , and the n ex t  morning t h e  man w a s  under complus ion to have a discharg e ;  
and a f t er having this d i s charg e ,  th ey found &round puppies , frogs and s nakes , and 
everything o f  this kind in his ur ine pot . [ O ld Point Comfo r t , Va . ,  ( 2 7 ) , Ed . ; 
Dinwiddie Co . , Va . , 19 16 . ] 

1530 . Cut yo ' a s ilver d ime into fo r parts wit a f i le , if anybody have given 
you any poison or anything da taway . Yo ' take an ' cut de s ilve r  d ime int o  fo ' 
part s , an ' yo '  take yo ' s ome f r esh b e ef lard an ' take de cow mi lk an ' drink that , 
an ' yo ' ll vomit ev erything that chew took - f ight it r igh t now ,  in ab out f i ft een 
minu t es  everything will come up . 

(You j us t  take the du s t  of the dime . You don ' t cu t the dime all the way 
thr ough th en? ) 

Yo ' cut da t d ime all de way through see , b ecaus e y o ' g o in '  tuh swal low tha t 
s ilver . 

(But you mus t cut the s ilver into f our par ts . ) 
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Yo '  c u t  into fo ' par ts an ' d en roundin ' i t  so it won ' t ir rita t e  d e  entrails , 
makin ' it very round s o  yo ' won ' t have no sharp point on i t  ata 11 . S ee .  Take 
an ' mix it with that milk , that cow milk , an ' that fr esh lard an ' drink it down . 
Anything that chew take that won ' t  ki ll yo ' in d e  co r s e of twenty minutes , it 
comes righ t  b ack up . 

(You don ' t  us e the dus t ? ) 
No , no t de dus t - dat ' s  very dangerous , d e  dus t .  I f  d e  dus t g it into d e  

int es t ines dataway , yo ' unders tan ' ,  an ' sett le - why ,  yo ' unders tan ' ,  yo ' got ' a  
f ile i t  aroun ' an ' make it small enough tuh swallow de s ame as a pi ll yo ' know . 
Not d e  dus t .  [ S ometimes the who le dime is swal lowed - see Dime in I ndex . ] [New 
Orleans , La . ,  ( 1560) , 28 5 6 : 10 . ] 

1531 . And ther e was a lady tha t  live right in my block . Sh e ' s  b een s ick a 
long t ime .  She b een going to the hosp ital and th e doctors and thing s , .  and she 
s aid maybe s omething was done to h er . I s ay ,  "I don ' t know whether anyth ing ' s  
done to you or not , bu t actually if i t  is , "  I say , " i t  i s  s omething simp le - you 
can t el l  ' fore day ' s  dying ou t if i t  is . "  So I made her get two dimes and I made 
her have the man to grat e  them d imes up r igh t f ine , fine , f ine . We ll , she grate 
those dimes up and I say , "Get you some swee t  milk . " Well , she got some swee t 
milk and I mad e her put them d imes in there and j us t a little p inch o f  aloes and 
sh e drinked it . 

She pass ed noth ing but worms - long worms and i t  - she ' s right there , r ight 
wh ere I ' m at now . And she ca lled me for to s ee th e worms what - when she went to 
ur ina te [ f requently used for defeca te ] . Then I made her take a dose of oil on 
top o f  that , you know , for to work her . And she took that oil . I b e t  they was 
calling me next morning to se e those - how th ey was running from her , j ust trying 
to get away . She ' s  r ight there in the block now . [ N ew  Orleans , La . , ( 826) , 
1206 : 5 .  ] 

1532 . Ah heard da t chew put two d imes around yore la ig s , but g it two d imes of 
d e  s ame y ears - 19 1 2 . Be sure dey b oth of ' em is de same year an ' tie dem round 
yor e  laig an ' yo ' walk ovah anyth ing an ' i t  won ' t hurt cha o 

(You t ie one around each leg . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 110 5) , 17 79 : 3 . ] 
1533 . If someone i s try in ' tuh do yo ' evi l , well yo ' b eg in tuh take yo ' some 

p rayah s .  Yo ' takes a prayah outa de Bib le .  Yo ' take s one pod o f  peppah , r ed 
p eppah , two s ilvah d imes - dat ' s  twenty cents . Yo ' t akes de pod o f  de p eppah an ' 
yo '  puts i t  into a clo th an ' yo ' gr inds dat peppah an ' s alt tog ethah j es t  as a 
p owdah an ' yo '  s ews it up in a bag an ' yo ' keeps i t  undah de bo ttom o f  yore feet 
always - don ' nevah go wi thout i t .  Take dat dime [ two dimes ] an ' dat peppah an ' 
put it all undah yor e foot an ' always wear it , an ' de ones dat is trying tuh do 
i t , if yo ' git their name , yo ' kin wr it e their � down , which is nine times , 
an ' put hi t in yore shoes . An '  wear it j e s '  with that p eppah an ' it ' s  no harm 
dat dey kin do to yo ' . 

(You wear one o f  those pods under each foot then? ) 
Und er each f eet . 
( Ea ch has a dime an ' each has a p iece of pepp er and each has some salt in it 

and their name ? )  
Yassuh , each one of their nam e  in dat shoe . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 153 7 ) , 2 7 7 6 : 2 . ] 
1534 . Yo ' take three dimes , if anyb ody d o  anyth ing to yo ' . Well yo ' take 

three dimes an ' put ' em  in a quart of watah an ' boil ' em  down to a pint . Well 
da t spell will git o f f  of ' em .  

(What d o  you do with the water then? ) 
Yo '  dr ink it . [ Wi lson , N .  Car . ,  ( 1499) , 2 6 6 7 : 21 . ] • 

1535 . Thr ee dimes mad e in the s�e year - three pieces o f s i lver , but ' th ey 
mus t b e  s ilver dimes and they mus t b e  a d ime dat d e  woman se ttin '  upon . Let me 
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show you . [ He shows me a dime . ] I t  mustn ' t be that , j us t  d e  neck and the head 
i t  must b e  the whole woman . Wel l ,  you mus t  git  three pieces o f  des e and they 
must be made in the same year , and put ' em  into a li ttle vinegar and you take 
three swallows f o r  nine mornings off o f  that . And then dos e  things wi ll begin 
to worry . And after dey work , den you kin tell whether they ' r e  [ live thing s ]  in 
you . Den you kin go and git you some mulleins , git  you s ome broom sedge root , 
git  you some si tkroot [ s ilkweed ] . You mix all that together , make you a tea . 
Then you git you some potash , mix that wi th i t .  You git a lit tle wormwood and 
mix wi th it too . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 252) , 249 : 1 . ] 

1536 . I fell in my flower garden an '  they taken me in de house an '  by that 
night I couldn ' t  walk on one of my leg s  an ' I didn ' t s eem to be sick any at all 
before . An ' that night dere came some li ttle black p imples , piaen p laces on it , 
three o f  ' em on my leg . An ' another woman come dere an ' tole ' em  in de house 
whut to fix f or me to cure i t . 

She tole me to get a tablespoonful o f  salt an ' a tab lespoonful o f  sulphur an ' 
three dimes an ' ten cent worth of Brown Mu te Tobacco , an ' boil that together an '  
bathe in it . Take de toba cco when it get cool enough , that wus in it , an ' j is 
bathe my leg from my hip on down and from my feet on out (see pp . 369- 3 7 7 )  fer 
thr ee times . You bathe in de same water three time s - you b athe tonigh t ,  well 
j i s '  sit i t  aside an ' d e  next night heat de same thing up an ' bathe in that the 
second time , [ and ] de third t ime do de same thing the nex ' night . That ' s  fer 
three nights . An '  de las '  night at twelve o ' clock throw it - take de d imes out 
an ' throw dis stuf f , cup an ' all in de middle of de street an ' tell it , I I From de 
devil you come from an ' de devil you go back . 1 I That ' s  whut they tole me to say 
an ' so I did that . 

[To " take de dimes out" of the bathwater before throwing it  into the street 
is unusual - ct. No . 9 9 7 , p . 384 and No . 155 2 ,  p . 49 l - but "de devil" may make 
this a rite of turning back spell on CUlpri t rather than a rite o f  transference 
to a s tranger . ]  

Then I go t  nine dimes an ' bo iled them from a quar t to a pint an ' then drink de 
wat er off  that . Made two drinks out of it , choo know - drink one hal f  one time 
an ' the other half another time.  An ' before I did that ,  the fir s t  thing they 
gave me was a pint o f  milk . I drank that ,  sweet milk . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(313 ) , 241 : 3+85 . ]  

1537 . J is ' like anyone got poison through liquor or any th ing like that , you 
take some d imes , seven dimes an ' put ' em  in gas [gasoline ]  an ' water , an ' you 
take ' em out gasoline an ' put ' em  whiskey , [ take ' em  out of Wh iskey ] an '  then 
boil ' em , an ! then when you done boil ' em  you drink the whiskey an ' that ' ll ki ll 
poison . [ For gasoline as protect ion , see p . 446 . ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 299) , 
2 22 : 6+85 . ] 

1538 . If a person got dam live things in ' em , you kin git chew nine dimes an ' 
take an ' git chew one dose li ttle cornered file an '  git yo ' a piece of  newspapah . 
Yo ' file one-half of each one o f  dos e  nine dimes an ' git ch ew half a pint o f  
sweet milk and take dat dus t  an ' po ' into dat drink o f  sweet milk . Let that 
s ilver lie in yo ' all night long till de next mawnin ' . Den yo ' git up an ' git  
chew a b rand new b ot tle o f  castor oil an ' take . That silver , dat  kills that 
thing , and oil j is '  - it ' ll all pass out . Silver ki lls poison . [Little Rock , 
Ark . , (897) , 1470 : 5 . ] 

1539 . One time I was poisoned an ' I taken with a pain in my stomic an ' head
ache . Well , I taken real sick .  I begin to throw up an ' ev ' ry thing I throw up 
was j is '  as green as grass an ' bitter as gall . Well , they sent fer de doctor . 
The doctor came . He give me a ' scription o f  doctor medicine . Well , I taken a 
dos e o f  de medicine an ' de medicine stayed in me I guess about two minutes .  An ' 
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de medicine made me awfully s ick , made me wor s er than I was . An ' I threw it 
right back up . Well , we had twelve doctors [ l l ! ] .  [Thle lve doators like every 
doator in town is an exagg erat ed expr es sion no t mean to b e  taken literally - a 
hyp erbole . ]  They didn ' t any do me any good . They d id me wor s er ins tead o f  good . 
De medicine would do me wo rser all de time . S o  aft er that , they s aid ,  "Well ,  
dere mus t be some thing t o  do . "  So I sent my si s t er to the s t ore an ' g o t  a box 
of Squibbs soda an ' a box of sulphur . I taken a t easpoonful of that . And that 
stay ed in me . I t  gave me a little r eli ef . A f t er that I go t nine s i lver dimes . 
I boiled them dimes good . Then I le t the wa ter coo l . I drink nine swallows for 
nine mornin ' s . An '  I improved an ' began to get better . Then I got some Eve
an '-Adam [ Adam-and-Eve ] - that ' s a li t t le roots .  I boi led de Eve-an '-Adam an ' 
I drinked de tea of that an ' I got b e t t er . [Wilming ton , N .  C . , ( 3 3 4 ) , 27 2 : 5+85 . ]  

1540 . This wus my daughter . Well , it wus give her in a apple an ' this apple 
wus poison ; we think it wus dressed . Well , sh e ' d  take s i ck on the young o f  the 
moon every moon . The poison would sw ell her - s ick in the s tomach an' her 1aigs . 
An ' that went on . Then I went to a doc tor an ' the doctor says he g iv e  h e r  up . 
Well , he didn ' t know whut wu s  wrong . The medi cine he used , you know , ins tead of 
get t in '  b etter , for a year she got wors e .  An ' s o  one o f my bro ther-in-laws from 
Brunswick wus her e .  He would ins is t , you know , on send in ' m e  t o  a woman an ' this 
woman I went to she lived ed on Second S treet . She wus one thos e ladies , you s ee , 
a woman that knowed how to cure folks , you s ee . An ' she exp lained it to him whut 
it wus . She said this child wus poisoned in a apple .  I remembered a f t er [ward ] .  
She at e hit I d idn ' t [ think any thing ab out it at the t ime ) . 

(How old was your daugh t er ? )  
She wus eight een month s o ld .  
(When she ate this apple? ) 
Yes . An ' af ter , one of my frien ' speakin ' with thi s  woman [ doctor ) . An ' she 

said , her name wus LUCY , she [ fo l lowing woman doctor ' s  ins truc tions ) told me whut 
to do with child . She told m e  when she got cramp in , at home - an ' I explained to 
h er how long this child would b een like dat - an ' she s aid d is ch ild wus poisoned 
from me not g ivin '  her no [root doator ] doctor medicine . Then she tole me whut 
to do . She tole me to take thir ty-f ive cents in silver - twenty- five cent sea [ a  
quar t er ]  an ' a dime , an ' boil that i n  a quar t o f  wa t er down to a pint . An ' � 
she tole me to take it out d e  wat er an '  s crape some of i t  an ' b oil that [ in 
another quart o f  wat er ]  down to a pint , and th en when I cooked ' em  [ each o f  these 
separate quar ts of wa ter ] down to a p int , she told me to put a teaspoonful o f  
tab le salt . 

(Which wa ter ? )  
An '  after I did tha t this swellin ' , you know , commence to leavin ' .  An ' I ' d  

give her thi s medicine thr ee time s a day . The f ir s t  t ime i t  pas s ed through her , 
you know , i t  wus as green as grass ; the se cond an ' third time [ the green was 
weaker ] until it cleared up . An ' she got her - thi s  swel1in ' an ' everything 
would leave her an ' it cont inue on an ' in s ix-month time that f ixed it . She was 
all right but she tell me that she had this poison so long tha t she ' d  never be 
sound an ' st rong as if her norma l s el f . 

An ' s o  she lived then unt il the s ix day o f  d e  month las t  March . She died in 
the night . 

(How old was she when she died ? )  
Seven . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 308) , 2 3 2 : 1+85 . ] 
1541 . I heard o f  a lady - she wusn ' t none o f  mah p eople - an ' she got triaked 

choo s e e  b y  a snake . And they said this woman had got some o le snake sheds , j oo 
know , an ' throwed it into her wat er bucket . An ' she drank water o f f  it an ' that 
cr eate snakes in her f lesh . Well , she goes to s omeone an ' they tole her ab out 
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it - told her whu t it  wus , an ' told whut t o  get to cur e her . An ' she went an ' 
go t it . She told her to get three pieces of s ilver money - fi f ty cents , twenty
five cent , an ' ten cent , an ' s ome s i Zkroot an ' boil it . Put it in a quart o f  
water an ' boil it down to a pint an ' , you know , j is '  keep doin ' that an ' drink 
off it .  An '  that cured it . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 3 30 ) , 268 : 4+85 ; Columbus , 
Co . , N .  Car . ] 

1542 . Take five fifty-cents [ f ive hal f do llars ] if  a woman got short hair an ' 
let her b oil it an ' take d e  watah off it  - off de [ five1  f if ty-cents an ' wash her 
haid wi th it an ' make her have long hair . [Wi ls on , N .  Ca r . , ( 1455) , 2646 : 22 . ]  

1543 . Yo ' ve heard people s ay dey boil eight haIfa dollah [ eight half do llars 1 
in silver an ' give that person the wat ah off it , an ' dey say f in ' lly , event ' lly , 
dey ' ll git out chew . 

(That is to kill these live things in you . ) [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1451) , 
2637 . 1  

154 4 . Fo ' poison yo ' kin take a silver do llah an ' boil it  in a haIfa gallon 
of wat ah an ' b oi l  i t  down to a guar t wit dat dol1ah in dere , an ' den when yo ' 
take dat dollah [ ou t ]  put a dime in dere an ' drink off  o f  i t .  But put chew a 
little sugah in dere , j es t  enough to dress it , an ' dr ink off it an ' i t  wi ll kill 
de poi son . [Unusual us e of wo rd dress . 1 [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1081) , 1750 : 12 . ]  

1545 . Git one o f  dese litt le thr ee-edged file and git  chew a s ilver d ime an ' 
scrape a lit t le dat silver , and den take a teaspoonful o f  salt - I mean to say 
and sulphur , and j es t  three drops of camphor and a g lass of sweet milk . Oat will 
git de poison out of you , if dey ' s  got dis dope by wi tchcraft in you . [ Savannah , 
Ga . , ( 5 44 ) , 6 7 9 : 4 . 1 

154 6 . Ah know dis mahself - ah seen de man when he come ou t but ah hadn ' t  
seen whut had happened . 

(You saw the man what? )  
De man da t had went wit a woman , de woman dat ano thah woman wu s  goin ' wit ' er 

husb and , an ' she wus fren ' s  wit dis woman an ' she eated at dis woman ' s  house -
gi ' ed her somep in tuh eat . An ' den af t er gittin '  s omep in tuh eat , she wus s ick , 
si ck ,  s ick an ' in bed - in bed , stayed in bed . 

So af ter whi le , fin ' lly , she feel things workin ' up in h er s tomach - she s ee 
some things wus workin ' up in her s tomach . So she seen she wus sick ,  so dey went 
tuh g raveyard an ' g it two tab lespoon of graveyard dus t , an ' tuh g it a quart of 
sweet milk , an ' den dey put dis two tab lespoon of graveyard dirt in de milk an ' 
d ey boil i t . An '  after dey b oi l  i t  fo ' a little whi le , dey take i t  out an ' dey 
s train it an ' take a new file .  Git a new file an '  g i t  some silver .money , an ' 
d en yo ' saw [ file ] some of dat silver money up in d is milk an '  graveyard dus t 
tuhge thah . An ' den in two doses de maggots come from her . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 1359 ) , 239 2 : 7 . 1 

15 47 . If  yo ' got anything in yo ' ,  yo ' git chew some pars ley an ' some sweet 
mi lk an ' a silver dime , an ' yo ' grates dis silver money an '  yo ' supposed tub give 
' em  a p int of dat sweet mi lk wit dat bo iled pars ley in it an ' dat grated s i lver 
dime , three times a day at six in de mawnin ' an ' twe lve at noon an ' six at night , 
an ' yo ' g ive it  to ' em fo ' nine days . An '  den at the end of  de nine days then 
yo ' give ' em  some kind of purgat ive medicine an ' work it on ' em .  Dat ' ll make ' em 
pass it . Whensomevah dey have any kind of ins ects or any thing dey got in ' em ,  
yo ' see ,  di s heah sweet milk will kill it . An ' den when d e  sweet mi lk an ' d e  
s ilver dime pos it ively kills i t  in yo ' , den yo ' gives ' em  a purgative an ' dat 
makes yo ' pass it righ t  out . [Algiers , La . ,  ( 157 7 ) , 2906 : 7 . ] 

1548 . Lak when yo ' come tub mah house an ' ah got anything agains t yo ' ,  if ah 
wanta hurt yo ' ,  ah ' ll f ix  somep in an ' yo ' eat dat an ' yo ' gits  s ick . So dis man , 
yo '  know , h e  drunk some whiskey a t  a woman ' s  house an ' on de way tuh curin ' him , 
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somebody got a d ime , a s ilver dime , an ' took dat silver dime an ' s craped it . An ' 
den he  got some gunpowder an ' he got sweet mi lk an ' mix it togeth er an ' g ive i t  
to ' im . An '  h e  puked dat stuff up . [ Little Rock , Ark. , ( 889 ) , 1463 : 12 . ]  

1549 . They s ay yo ' can take de lodestone and boil it  into de sweet milk and 
a s ilver dime and file it and g it de silver f rom de dime . Yo ' take de saltpeter 
and de sulphur an ' yo ' make j es '  a medi cine of it . Yo ' put dat on de inside . 
Yo ' take de poke root , de saltp eter and de sulphur and gunpowder and use it as a 
bath an ' f i sh br ine a� ' that wi ll kill i t . 

(What do you put . inside you ? )  
You put ins ide you this saltpeter and the sulphur and the lodestone , yo ' s ee ,  

boil thi s  into the sweet milk - inside . Yo ' can t ake de gunpowder ins ide , tain ' t  
goin ' hurt chew - gunpowder don ' t hurt anybody . Yo ' us e that into de ins id e .  
An ' then tuh tell whether you ' ve got the s tuff in yo ' or not , dey tell me yo '  kin 
take a silver dime - a real silv er dime and put it in yore mouth and it wi ll turn 
b lack immediately , and then yo ' kin tell if these things into yo ' .  

(How d o  you do that? ) 
Hold it  into yore mouth unti l a certain - j es t  ab out an hour , and dey say if 

anything like dat in yuh , it certainly will turn b lack . [Mobile , Ala . , (69 7 ) , 
94 7 : 7 . ] 

1550 . They took some of her und er clothes and bury ' em und er de front s tep . 
We had to s end to South Carolina to git  a fel lah to work on her mind . He said 
she walk over it nine mornings , dat wa s the caus e  o f  her be  like dat e So he to ld 
us to  git her some si lkroot and boil it  with s ome money , s ilver money , and let 
her dr ink de liquid ; and take a br and-new towel , dat nobody ever us ed , and wear 
it aroun ' ' er wais t next to the skin and dat would cure ' er e  [Wi lmington , N .  
Car . , ( 226) , 2 20 : 1 ;  Savannah , Ga . , 1929 . ]  

155 1 .  We ll , they g ive her ,  made her us e  'baaao [ toba cco ] ,  money [ silver ] , 
mullein and fish oi l - that was all  in it . Sh e use it but all  that had to b e  
mixed together , but she would bathe her leg down in de mul lein , money and 'baaao , 
and aft er us ing that , why she would - they called it ee l-fish oi l  and it was ee l
fis h  oi l .  Well , she ' d  have to get that and she been us ing that p ract ' ly up to 
now s ome time . S o  we nev er did get her s traight , but she went to dif f ' rent people 
and all , and they told her the cause of it , the woman that d id it - why ,  had her 
triaked that way and why . She died from that .  

(And somebody down below Natchez told her t o  use this remedy . )  [Vicksburg ,  
Mis s . ,  ( 74 2 ) , 1012 : 3 . ] 

1552 . All right . You will take you s ome cinnamon powder , you will take some 
b luing , you wi ll take you s ome Jockey Club P erfume . You . will mix that together . 
You will go to the market and get some pars ley , you ' ll boil it well - after 
boiling i t  well , making a s o lution , putting that  in their bathtub where the party 
bath at J leaving them bath in that tub , put ting a amount of [ si lver ] money in the 
water which you b ath wi th . After that water - you bath wi th it , keeping it in 
the hous e overnight , ' fore day in the morning throwing i t  out into the s treet or 
the path wheresomever the peop le go  to and fro .  Leave them pick up that money 
and they will take your bad luck and you ' ll start o ff new again . [ Cf. 9 9 7 ,  
p . 384 . ] 

(What will  you do with that money then? ) 
The money that you throw out into the s treet? 
(Oh , you throw the money out into the s treet ? ) 
That ' s  to keep them from pas s ing by - anyone wi ll pick up money i f  they 

practically see it in the s treet . Well , the solution that you s ee in the water , 
that ' s  to wash all your bad luck off you , and the money draws it  into the money , 
and throwing it  out - well the one who picks up that , they p icks up the bad luck . 
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(I see . )  [ Fo r " th e  money draws it into the money , "  s ee No . 1558 , p . 49 3 . ]  
[ New O rleans , La . , ( 87 9 ) , 1447 : 4 . ] 

1553 . Well , i f  dey had any th ing down , yo ' could take a s i lver dime an ' g i t  
s ome o f  d at s i lver o f f a  d a t  d ime an ' make a w i s h  - yo ' know , yo ' don ' t want no 
troub le or nuthin tuh come agains t yor e p lace , or yo '  don ' t wanta b e swole up or 
whutnot .  Scrap e s ome of dat si lver o f f  an ' yo '  kin put i t  in yore s hoe . Je s '  
sp rinkle a lit t le b i t , take up dat so le in yo re shoe , de first so le , an ' sprinkle 
a little of dat s i lver - a ll dat in de hollow [ arch ]  of yore f ee t , yo ' migh t say . 
Den yo ' kin take s ome cayenne peppah an ' s a ltpeter , j es '  ab out a quart er or haIf a 
t easpoon , an ' make a cros s an ' put hit in his shoe . An ' hi t won ' t hurt chure 
bus iness what evah they put down ; it won ' t hurt chew or nuthin . It ki lls dat , 
wha tevah they b rought there . 

(You mean you sprinkle this s tuf f in the fo rm o f  a cros s ? ) 
[ He re explains , add ing detai ls . ] 

Yo ' kin take a papah , yo ' unders tan ' - t ake s ome tab le salt that hasn ' t  been 
used an '  yo ' make yore wishes .  Always make yore wish to d e  Father , de Son , wh en
evah yo ' want things tuh vanish away an ' don ' t harm yo ' . Yo ' put some o f  that 
s ilver f ir s t  in yore shoes [under firs t so le ]  an ' then yo ' takes that tab l e  s alt 
that hasn ' t  b een used an '  yo '  kin take some cayenne peppah that hasn ' t  b een us ed 
an ' then yo ' f o lds it in a little papah , j es '  a li t t le th in papah wi t  j es t a 
little b it in it . Then yo ' folds i t  like a fan . Then yo ' take the peppah an ' 
put up on top of that s altpet er as a cross in yore shoe lak that . 

(You pu t  each one in a �it t le package - these two packages a re cros sed then? ) 
Dey cros sed and you lay ! ' em cross lak that in yore shoe in the flat part of 

yore shoe , an ' whatevah th�y br ought there it won ' t harm yo ' . 
[ The s i lver dus t  and two\ packag es o f mixed salt and cay enne pepp er ab ove i t  

are cros s ed f irst with sa ltpe ter and then thes e are crossed with red pepper -
this b eing two cross es ,  a doub le-cross . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1542 ) , 2 7 88 : 8 . ]  

1554 . Lak a spiri t or s omethin ' lak dat , dat chew want a kill an ' keep ' em 
f rom mess in ' with yo ' , yo ' take de balls out [ sho tgun sh el l ]  an ' put chew a 
s ilver dime in d er e  an ' shoot i t , an ' d ey claim i t  won ' t  b o ther yo '  no mo ' .  

(This spiri t  won ' t  bother you no more? ) [ Thi s rep e t ition of his words i s  
unconscious , not intended . ]  

. 

No suh .  [ A  spirit cannot b e  ki lled as he admi ts later . ]  [ Faye ttevi l le , N .  
Car . , ( 1398) , 2519 . ] 

1555 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' could take a gun an ' j es '  lak anyth ing dat was hard 
t o  handle [a spiri t or h ag ] , yo ' ll take a s i lver baIl or s e ch as d�t .  Jes ' take 
yo '  a p ie ce o f  si lver an ' melt i t  an ' make a b al l , somepin . We ll , now yo ' kin 
take dat an ' j es '  s ay kill - yo ' kin kill anything an ' it don ' t  make no noise 
at all . Jes ' lak a person could come r ight up heah now [ up s t airs where I was 
working in the hotel ] an ' go tuh kill one of us , i f  dey had a si lver ba l l  an '  
white powder dey c all i t ; dey could come righ t heah an '  sh oo t one of us , why 
d ere ' s nob ody nevah heah de report o f  i t . [ Way cro s s , Ga . ,  ( 109 7 ) , 17 7 1 : 2 . ]  

155 6 .  Somet imes in shooting a gho s t  or s triking a t  i t  they shoo t or hit 
themselves . The ghos t may do some th ing to them . [ Oc ean C i ty , Md . , ( 18 ) , Ed . ]  

1557 . Well now , you s ee ,  i t ' s  two kind - dere good spir its an ' d ere evi l 
spirits , an ' evil spir i t s  i s  h ard tuh contro l .  If yo ' don ' t  know how tub cont rol 
' em  yo ' cain ' t  do much with ' em ,  dey ' ll run ovah yo ' .  Bu t yo ' kin take y o '  a 

s ilver s�oon an '  yo ' kin control ' em  with dat spoon . Yo ' kin take dat s ilver 
spoon an put it up ovah de do ' or anywher e round near de do ' wherevah at dey 
come in a t  an ' wor ry yo ' - dey can ' t come ovah dat s i lver . 

(The evil spiri t s ? ) 
No s ir , dey c an ' t  come ovah da t silver . Or yo ' kin us e a piece of new bo ' d .  
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Yo ' kin take any kinda piece o f  new bo ' d , j es '  so  i t ' s  b ig as my finger , an' tack 
it righ t  up ovah whe re de do ' where dey - ah ' magine dey come in at . Yo ' usually 
kin tell where dey come in a t  - dey ' ll come i n  - yo ' ll hear de do ' s queakin ' or 
make some noise or ' nother . Wh atevah direction dey come in from ,  yo ' put dat up 
ovah dere - d at ' ll keep ' em  out .  [ For "new bo ' d , "  see margin- ti t le Wood - New 
Wood Agains t  Sp ir its ; a lso Index . ] [ Waycross ,  Ga . ,  ( 1166 ) , 19 61 : 10 . ] 

155 8 . [ I  will end this margin- title concerning s i lver with my only examp le of 
an unusual b elief about a very common r ite : ] 

Hear of ' em  u s in '  a dime fo ' s ech as poison . Says if dere ' s  any poison an ' 
yo ' h ave a dime roun ' yor e ankle an ' yo ' walk in de pois on , dat dime will turn 
b lack ; an ' if yo ' urine in [ on]  dat dime it will gradually take all dat poison 
away , but if yo ' don ' t renew it , i t  will go on t o  yore heart . 

(But you wi ll get well if you renew the dime? ) 
Yes suh .  
[ Here the dime has taken over the quali ties o f  a madstone , which have b een 

describ ed as follows : A mads tone� acco�ing to an o ld farmer who once saw one 
used� is grey and resemb les a hog kidney . Years ago someone living near him had 
be en bi tten by a mad dog� and the �ner of a mads tone was cal led in to work the 
cure . The latter began by putting his mads tone agains t the bite� where i t  s tuck 
for a long time like a magne t and could not be removed. This signified� said 
the operator� that the mads tone was sucking out the poison; fUPther� as soon as 
it was thorough ly saturated� it would d:r>op Off the wound. Thus the madstone 
eventua l ly let loos e� and he p laced it in a crock of mi lk which turned grey 
immediate ly . This proces s of adminis tering the madstone and then dipping i t  into 
the mi lk was repeated seven times . When. it was app lied for the eigh th time � it 
no longer adhered� indicating that a l l  the poison had been extracte d; but to make 
certain, the hea ler as ked for another crock of mi lk and swished the madstone in 
i t  as a fina l test .  The mi lk remained whi te .  (FACI , 1s t ed . , 19 35 , No . 4540 , 
p . 218 ; 2ed . ,  1965 , No . 47 09 , p . 204 . ) ] 

[Any dime , worn as a p rotection against pois onous sub s tances swa llowed or 
roots walked over , will absorb the poison . This power of ab sorp tion by s ilver 
appears to b e inexhaus t ib le , b ut in the p resent belief my informant s ays a dime 
has a capacity for holding poison ; any thing b eyond this limit will go to your 
heart and ki ll you . To be on the safe s ide , he cont inues , you mus t p eriodically 
c leanse the dime by urinat ing on it . Urine shows your contemp t for th e poison 
spirit ; it leaves at once . Here the dime , the si lver spirit , is treated as a 
hand which must be fed for renewed s trength (see sub sect ion Hands ) .  How urine 
repe11s and attrac ts at the s ame time is no more mys terious than your intention . 
The skep ti c  may ask , "When a dime s tar ts to b lacken , why not subs titute a new 
dime ? "  That question could b e  answered in various ways but the real answer is 
s imp le - if you believe sub s t itution will work for you , it wi ll work for you . ] 
[ Wilson ,  N .  Car . , ( 14 9 7 ) , 2667 : 3 . ] 

15 59 . (Well , what kind of medicine would take that - g et those things o f f  -
that snake ou t o f  there? )  

Well , ah tell you what you kin do .  You ever hear tell of s lippery 
SLIPPERY ELM elm , night shade . Well , you take s lippery elm and nightshade and 

running wat er , them ' s three s imple things , and you kin take a tea
spoonful three times a day and run eny kind of poison out cheh , yes . 

(Now , what do th ey do with that - s teep it in there or boil or what? ) 
No , ah don ' t know any thing abou t roots . I don ' t  know anything about dat but 

j es t  the s lippery elm [ also called red elm] , the nightshade and the spring water , 
and then that ' ll run ' em out cheh . And then when th ey ' d  come , you ' d  put that , 
what somever pas s f rom you - g round puppies , f rogs , in my ins tance I had a turtle 
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was in me - and then you throws it in de running water . And as fer as that goes , 
long as that keeps arunning and mo lt in de river or in de canal , or wheresomever 
you pu t it at , long as that ' ll keep agoing , the pers on will keep agoing . Then 
when that lodge - you know , everything lodges in the water , in de s eaweed s or 
s omething , you see - we ll , then that will b e  the end o f  the pers on what did that 
harm to you . [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 431) , 388 : 1 . ] 

15 60 . My b ro ther was s ick for eleven years . And they s ay he were hoodooed 
but I say I don ' t think it such a thing as hoodoo , but he say , "Cer tainly it is 

such a thing as hoodoo . I ' ve got it on me . "  
SMARTWEED (Wai t a minute - talk a little b i t  s lower . )  

I had a bro ther sick for eleven years and he went to every do ctor and 
they couldn ' t  . cure him . He say , "Think it such a thing as hoodoo ? "  I say , " I  
don ' t  think i t  is . "  All right , so I takes him , my mother and I ,  after the death 
of my father . He eat s hardly anything and something came to me in the spirits , 
like me speaking to you and says , "Take and go to the rivah • • •  and get some smart
weed and bathe him nine days with it . "  Af ter bathing him with that smartweed 
nine days he get well . In nine days time he got we ll and he ain ' t  been s ick 
since . He living today . That ' s  from smartweed . [A cure coming from the spiri ts 
is a frequent cur ing device . Does this come fr om th e American Indian? ] [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 800) , 1116 : 9 . ] 

1561 . Ah knowed mah uncle . See , he ' s  crazy in de haid - yo ' know , j es '  have 
crazy f its , an ' he git un�xed wit a snail . Took a snai l an ' breaks him an ' put 

h im  in bo t t le an ' den git some sweet oil an ' mix dat in de bottle an ' den 
SNAIL a fresh aig whut j es '  laid an ' put dat in de bottle . S tir all dat up at 

n ight , ' noint it fo ' several days an ' dat crazy spell he  had went away . 
Fo ' several days j es ' ' noint his haid wit i t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 59 ) , 23 94 : 3 . ]  

15 6 2 .  Yo ' take nine snails an ' cook dose snai ls an ' yo ' take de grease o f 
dose snails an ' j es '  1ak if yo ' think if anyb ody done any thing to yo ' to make yo ' 
los e  de use of yore body , yo ' rub yores e1 f with that , an ' that wi ll relieve yo ' , 
cau s e  yo ' to become super [ supple ] in yore process , b egin come ' live . 

(You do this if  you think somebody has tricked you? ) 
Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (126 6) , 203 7 : 9 . ] 
1563 . Take de snai l an ' pu t it on a corn , an ' j es '  rub it  on de co rn when de  

moon ' s  a shrinkin ' ,  an ' dat corn will leave dat  foo t . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 149 9 ) , 
2667 : 22 . ]  

15 64 . Take a snake shed when yore nerves is b ad an ' rub it in yore han ' s like 
that - j es t  rub it in yore hands until i t  gi t fine , j es '  rub it all ovah yore 

hands . It will stop yo ' from b ein ' nervous . 
SNAKE [ Since the nerve ailment shingles ( herp es - creeping things or rep ti les) 

is caus ed by a snake , nervousness is cured by a snake - like cures like 
(see p . 394) . ]  [ See also Blacksnake , Rattlesnake , et c .  and Index . ]  [ Brunswi ck , 
Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) , 1988 : 7 . ]  

1565 . De snakeroot - well , yo ' take dat snakeroot an ' yo ' pulls it 
SNAKEROOT up by de r oots an ' yo '  shake de dirt off  it  an ' wash it . Wel l , yo ' 

put hit into a bottle . Wel l ,  then you kin put whi skey on it - hit ' s  
good fo r most any kinda dis eas e .  [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 12 1 7 ) , 20 69 : 1 . ] 

1566 . De spider web s is ano ther thing . Ah hear dem talk about spider 
SPIDER web s . Well , dey j es ' say ,  j es ' 1ak ah tole yo ' b efo ' - dey j es '  say dey 

draws a spider [web ] t ea  an ' give dam tuh dr ink . 
(What will that do? ) 

Well , dey say dat will cure de fits from ' em  or whatsomevah dey h ave . 
[ Brunswi ck ,  Ga . , ( 1202) , 2019 : 9 . ] 

1567 . You g it a b ran ' new [�] cob pipe an ' yo ' fi ll dat wit sulphur . Yo ' .  
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smoke dat an ' yo ' inha le 
a spell by de haid - yo ' 

SULPHUR AND COMBINATIONS 
WITHOUT SALT AND PEPPER 

Well , yo ' know , pr obab ly 
somepin an ' probab ly put 
tuh have haid spells . 

(This would cure it ? )  

dat through yore nostrils . Dey a ll tell me dat relieves 
know , in case dere somepin wrong wi t yore haid an ' yo ' 

ai lin ' , why dey say yo ' g it a b rand-new cob p ip e an ' 
yo ' put su lphur in dat e 
(What kind of a spell do you mean - that you have in 
y our head? ) 

j es '  lak someb ody 
somepin da t ' s  not 

may be gone o f f  wit yore hat ' bout 
righ t in yore hat . Dat wi ll cause yo ' 

Yes , dat would cure it . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 6) , 2510 : 1 . 1 
1568 . Yo ' mean if anybody t ry to hurt yo ' - how yo ' kin protect yores elf . 

Yo ' kin take de leas t bit of sulphur in a teasp oon nine mawnin ' s ,  In de Name o f  
de Father , d e  Son an ' d e  Ho ly Ghos t , an ' yo ' kin eat anything that anyone give 
yo ' an ' it won ' t hurt chew . [ Flo rence , S .  Car . , ( 1314) , 223 7 : 13 . 1 

1569 . Yo ' go t o  de  s tore an ' yo ' git  chew a nickel b ox of  sulphur - dat ' s a 
common way , an ' after yo ' git  dat sulphur , yo ' take dat sulphur an ' yo ' mix it up 
wi th a - take ab out thr ee good heap ing teaspoons ful or two tab lespoonsful - yo ' 
mix i t  up in some cream or mi lk an ' yo ' dr ink dat ab out twice a week.  An '  dat 
wi ll keep anyb ody f rom harmin ' yo ' - nobody can ' t harm yo ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . , 
( 1262) , 2145 : 2 . 1  

1570 . Yo ' take sulphur an ' black gunshell powd er an ' y o '  put dem in a bottle , 
a pint bott le of watah , an ' drink dat watah till yo ' draw dat up . I f  dere snakes 
o r  any thing live into you , take d at gunpowder an ' ki ll all of  i t .  [Wilson , N .  
Car . , ( 149 5 ) , 2664 : 23 . 1 

15 71 . Sulphur , dey tell me , if  yo ' burn th ree teaspoons ful on yore trash pile 
dat ' ll keep yo '  enemies away . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1117) , 17 94 : 5 . ]  

1572 . This is when they b ui ld a new hous e and you are ge tting ready to move 
in . They got old shoes , rags , sulphur , and made a smoke , fumi cated [ fumigated ] 
the house . That was for  to keep evi l spirits away . And then they ge t a green 
pine bush and sweep the f loo r . That was the first thing they would sweep the 
f loor with . That was for luck . [ O cean City , Md . ,  ( 2 1) , by hand ;  40 or 50 years 
ago , before 19 36 , in Sus sex Co . , Va . 1 

1573 . Well , yo ' see , j es '  lak i f  yo ' j es '  thought now that pers on had done 
something to harm yo ' or hurt chew . Well , now yo ' go to work , yo ' take yo ' some 
saltpeter an ' yo ' take yo ' some sulphur .  Yo ' takes all dat an ' yo ' puts it in a 
bag an ' yo ' wears dat around yore wais ' [wais t ] . Well , yo ' s ee when yo ' put  dat 
r ound yore wais t ,  dat saltpeter an ' dat sulphur , yo ' put hi t in a bag an ' wear . 
Well , yo ' s ee dat kills all dat germ dat dey tryin ' to hurt chew wit . [ Waycros s , 
Ga . , ( 109 7 ) , 176 6 : 9 . ]  

157 4 .  I f  people poison yo ' , goin ' poison yo ' ,  wear sulphur in yore shoes an ' 
yo ' takes sulphur . 

(What will that do? )  
That keep the poison out . [ Wi ls on . N .  Car . , ( 1495) , 2 664 : 18 . ]  
1575 . They say , if you take sulphur and burn it - you know in de powder , you 

know it be ' s in a powder form - j is ' put it in de fire and burn it , and put it in 
your shoe , and they say dat ain ' t  nobody can ' t �ork no kin t a  roots on you regard
less to what it might b e .  They couldn ' t  harm yah a bit , see . Th is su lphur would 
keep down envy and keep de people f rom yah . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 62 ) , 258 : 5 . J 

157 6 . Yo ' could use brims tone an ' sulphur in de bottom of yore shoes an ' walk 
ovah anything - nuthin won ' t  worry yo ' , won ' t hurt chew . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 1340) , 2316 : 12 . ] 

1577 . Jes t  git chews - like ah said wit dat cologne s tuff an ' sulphur , an ' 
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sprinkle it around yore place . That kills all the bad luck an ' de good luck 
comes in C afe marg in-title Begin Rite By Removing Hard Luck Sp irits , p . 32 8 ] . 
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1145 ) , 1869 : 10 . ] 

1578 . Take the sulphur an '  the b lues tone an ' mix i t  together an ' yo ' use it 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Jes ' sprinkle it around yore home that yo ' dwell in an ' say 
that will keep things from evah gitting bad - yo ' know , yo ' can ' t b e  bothered if  
yo ' use that b 1ues tone an ' sulphur . 

(People can ' t bother you? ) 
Can ' t bother yo ' - interfere with chure bus ines s . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1486 ) , 

26 60 : 15 . ]  
157 9 . A root doator called one of his medicines swamproot medi aine . [ For 

other names of medicine , s ee Nos . 968-969 , p . 363f . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 332) , 
270 : 3 . ] 

SWAMP ROOT 1580 . Take a swamproot . 
( Swamproot . )  

Yes , your back is weak and that s trengthen your back. If you is  not no breedin ' 
woman , that ' ll make you b reed . And they say you can take ginger root . Have you 
ever heard o f  that ? And you can take ginger root , i f  you breedin ' and done got 
caught - well , you can take g inger root and that makes you have a mis s , you s ee .  
A hot , hot tea and you d rink it at bedt ime , and you get into b ed and cover up and 
that b egins to make your blood ho t and you b egin to sweat , and then the next 
morning everything ther e  wha t  you looking for . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 83) , 1088 : 2 ;  
woman spiri tualist , excellent . ] 

1581 . Sweat - frequently us ed in the form of soiled clothes for rites of love 
or bodily harm - doe s not occur often in cures or protection . ] 

Well , j es '  lak now yo ' figure someb ody dey done hurt chew or s omep in an '  
SWEAT yo ' have pains , well yo ' git up dat mornin ' b ef o '  sunris e an ' git chew 

some water out de well an ' drink it befo ' i t  aurify yo ' know . An '  yo ' 
turn toward de east an ' run yore hand down , yo ' know , an ' look toward the eas t 
an ' spread yore hand - yo ' know , smell yore hand an ' look toward de wes t , look 
toward de north , an '  look toward de south like that . While yo ' do in , it  an ' 
smell yore hand j es '  lak dat e Yo ' won ' t have nary another pain . 

(That will get rid of that pain? ) 
Yes s ir .  
[The imp lication wi thout demons tration was suf ficient for my comment : ]  
(You run your hands under your privates and smell them each time you look 

toward the four directions . And you should d rink some o f  this water out of the 
well before what? ) 

Befo ' de sun ris e ,  befo ' it aurify , yo ' know . Draw it up an ' drink it right 
d� . 

( Before it what? CUrifies ? What does that mean? ) 
Well , yo ' know , dat means j es '  lak yo ' - j es t  lak fresh water yo ' know . 
(Whi le it is still fresh? ) 
Don ' t let it set no time - j es '  draw it up an ' drink it right den - dat ' s whut 

ah mean . 
[ I  think he is trying or means to say purifies = pure , fresh - don ' t let it 

stand . Water left standing overnight , for example , is dangerous (No . 7 6 , p . 32 . ) ]  
(And after you drink that water , then you rub your hands between your leg s and 

smell them and put them in the four direct ions . ) 
Every time you look in a direction you turn an ' smell yore hands an ' look 

right straight up , yo ' know . 
(And that will take away any pain you have ? ) 
Yes . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1072) , 1732 : 9 . ] 
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1582 . I f  yo '  got a swellin ' or anything , yo ' kin use de tidewatah , j e s ' gi t 
it when it ' s  high an ' den bathe down on it , an ' when it goin ' b ack , yo ' throw it 

TIDEWATER 
AND 

ONE WFWATER 

with i t  - l e t  ' em  go . 
( I f  you have a swelling , get tid ewater when it is up and bathe 
down wi th that . Then , as the t ide is going out , you throw th is 
water out in the s ame dir ect ion - the tide carries i t  out , the 
swelling . )  

Yes s i r .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1291) , 2190 : 4 . ] 
1583 . [ The opposite o f  the p receding rite is als o given : ]  
Throw the art i c le that aunjured you into watep running one way ; no t into out

going tide but into punning watep. This will either run the evil doer away or 
harm him . [Norfo lk , Va . , (? near 486) , 48 8 : 4 . ] 

158 4 . Well , yo ' - j es '  lak yo '  had germs in dis room heah , an ' yo ' wants tuh 
git shet of de germs , yo ' take s ome tobacco an ' put it into a pan or s omething 

TOBACCO 
an ' set ' em afire , a s low f iah ,  an ' le t ' em smoke yo ' s ee , but it will 
kill ever ' thing in de world . I f  yo ' ain ' t go t  no tobacco , t ake s ome 
o le shoes an ' tear ' em  up an ' pu t ' em  on top of s ulphur - i t  kills . 

[Tobacco us ually appears in compounds - No . 1551 , p . 49 l ,  and Index . ] [Wi ls on , 
N .  Car . , ( 14 7 6 ) , 2 656 : 2 . ] 

1585 . Ah tell yo ' ' b out dat now , Doc [see in Index , Doctop , author called ] . 
I f  somepin wus pla ced tuh de foo t  of de s t ep an ' yo ' st epped down - s t ep ovah it , 

TURPENTINE 
yo ' kin be harmded . But s till , after yo ' live an ' yo '  say yo ' feel 
lak yo ' haunted , yo ' won ' t  need but one thing . Know whut dat is?  
(No , what is i t ? ) 

Yo ' ought ' a  kn;;. Well , yo ' j es '  g i t  chew a t en-cent b o t t le o f  turpent ine an ' 
' noint chure fee t  an ' rub it down , an '  s ay ,  t lWell , ah don ' t need yo ' no mo ' . " 

Throw it ovah yore left shoulder an ' go on ' bout chure bus ines s . 
(And as they walk away - that will take the pain away ? ) 
De pain ' s  gone - j es '  d e  s ame as snake oi l .  [ Brunswick , G a . , ( 12 3 7 ) , 210 1 : 6 . ]  
1586 . Dey s ay if s omeone b ury s omepin roun ' yore house lak d at an '  yo ' go t a 

id ea who bury it roun ' dere - yo ' lookin ' f o ' s omeone tuh bury somepin lak dat 
roun ' yore house - always keep yore bottle of turpentine an ' keep yore shoes 
dampened inside wi th turpentine an ' i t ' ll nevah hurt chew . Yo ' kin walk ovah it 
all yo ' want an ' it won ' t hurt chew .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 345) ,  2 32 8 : 2 . ] 

1587 . I f  you thought someone was tryin ' to harm you , well I tell you ab out as 
good a thing you could do , i f  you thought somebody was trying t o  harm you . You 
j us t  go to the d rug s tore and get some turpentine , put nine drops in each shoe 
for nine mornings , and then ge t s ome aloes and work your s tomach out good - caus e 
nothing like that can ' t s tand aloe s . [No r folk , Va . , ( 486) , 5 15 : 4 . ] 

1588 . Well , you kin take ordinary spirits o f  turpentine an ' we t cher finger 
in it like that , an ' mahk on the bottom of ye r  f ee t , right from the toe r ight 
on back ; an ' then we t it again , shake it up an ' wet your fing er in there again , 
mahk i t  cross like that [acros s the ho llow o f  the foot - in other words a cross 
i s  made on the sole] . An' then do the othern [ the other foo t ]  th e s ame way . An ' 
put shoo about five drops in yer shoe [ shoes ] where your lifeline , an ' you kin go 
anywhere you wan ' a  go . You j is '  do i t  ab out once a month . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(22 4) , 218 : 2 . ] 

, 
1589 . Well , fo ' chills yo ' take a raw co tton s tring an ' wet it in turpentine , 

an ' j es '  lak yo ' had two chills or three chi lls yo ' - j es '  as many chills as yo '  
have had - yo ' t ie that many knot s  in d e  s tring an ' wear i t  round yore wai st an ' 
d e  chills will b e  gone . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1242) , 2112 : 18 . ] 

1590 . If anybody harm yo ' or try to hurt chew in s ome way , yo ' take a cotton 
s tring . Take dat cotton s tring an ' yo ' kin tie i t in nine kno ts , s ee . An '  yo ' 
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b ind it around yore wais t an ' keep it thoroughly moist wit turpentine . Dat wus 
good . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 1153) , 189 1 : 7 . ] 

159 1 .  Go to the woods and g et yourself some turpentine and get you some b ark 
from a walnut tree . Take this turpentine and bark and put it in water and le t it 
boil for ten minutes . Take thi s  water and throw it over your lef t  shoulder . 
When you get through with that take two t easpoonfuls  in your body . And that will 
keep evils and all hoodoo s away from you . Anoth er th ing ,  if you find a bottle 
underneath your door and don ' t know what ' s  in it , never touch it , but go to  the 
woods and get some turpentine [ r aw sap from turpent ine tree - several p ines ]  and 
some walnut tree b ark and sprinkle it  over that bottle firs t .  Then you move it 
and you won ' t be cunjure d. That ' s  the b es t  thing I know for  cunjures . 
[ Fr edericksburg , Va . , ( ? ) , E d . ] 

159 2 .  Like somebody put somep in on cheh [ h ere ] fo ' yo ' an ' right along yore 
path and when yo ' s teps on dis , why you ' d  have a pain in yore laig . Well , � 
wouldn ' t  know what caused it  but chew would go to someone and dey would t ell yo '  

URINE ( 1) 
BATH OR OINTMENT 

right away . Git sulphur , sp irits o f  turpentine , put all dat 
on mah han ' s - sp irits of turpent ine [ and sulphur ] and take 
mah han ' and go to  de chambep lye and bath ' em  in dat , and go 
right on dere [ to buried cunjure ] and take it up . [ I  can now] 

go over dere and d ey won ' t ketch me , de pain won ' t  ke tch me atall . Ah ' d  t ake it  
[cunjuring obj ect ]  up and take , carry i t  to d e  f o rk of  de road and burn it . 
When ah carry it to de fork of de road and bui ld a f ire und er it , why it sparks . 
Well , it ' s  all gone - i t  go right back to whe re it come from , see . 

[ I now ask informant to repeat part o f  story I failed to record . ]  
(How did you say you knew this was laid down out there for you? ) 
Ah s een de  spirit - j es t  like you ' d  dream , ah seen de spirit and dey go on 

showed it tuh me . Ah git up in morning and ah goes right s traiyh t  to it . See .  
Ah go es straight t o  it and ah ' ll take and bath mah face and han s in dat - dis 
UPinate in de night , and den ah take de spirits  o f  turpentine and ah saturate mah 
han ' s  good with dat e See .  Den ah ' ll take dat sulphur and saturate mah hands 
good and den ah ' ll go dere to de  ho le and dig it up . When ah dig it up ah ' ll 
pick i t  up and ah ' ll take i t  to de four corners of de road and put it in de 
middle of de street and burns it . When ah put it down dere and build mah fire 
under early in de morning or late in de evening , an ' when ah do that why da t 
E22!. When it pops it goes back to where it come from . [ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , 
( 613) , 78 9 : 9 . ]  

1593 . A fellow once , named Brown , a poot doctop - me and my wif e was on de 
ou ts . Cours e I caught her wrong and I went away from her . So he [Brown ] was 
wo rking in the shipyards .  He say , "I found a shoe . "  So I say , "All r ight ,  I ' ll 
take it . "  He said i t  was a right shoe - brand new sho e - j us t  had a li ttle - and 
he had got that snake ' s b lood and put all on de ins ide of i t . And I put dat shoe 
on . In nine days time my ankle give away and commence to hur t me and so I says , 
"Mother , s ince I been wearing dat shoe Mr . Brown g ive me , "  I said , "I  be en having 
troub le wi th my ankle . I think I ' ll go to de  doctor . "  So she looked at de shoe . 
So then I went to Dr . Willis and took dat shoe and cut d e  top off it  - the ent ir e 
top and give it to him and he took it and put i t  in s omething and s t erili zed i t  
and found out i t  was snake blood . That ' s  Dr . Willis dere - chemis try . 

(Dr .  Woodard? ) 
Willis - in the drug s tore . 
( I  s ee - from the drug stor e  and he found i t  was snake b lood ? )  
Yeah - what h e  told me . 
(What did he put that in to s terili ze it , I wonder . )  
I don ' t  kn ow .  He us ed a lot of chemistry - you know how dey have chemis try , 
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and i t  a l l  up-s eparated of f the leather , come of f the swea t and ev ' rything else . 
And he said , "That ' s snake ' s  b lood , b oy . "  I s aid , "I t look p eculiar cause ev ' ry 
time i t  rained it would f reshen up j us t  like f resh paint , red paint , but when th e 
sun was shining it was dry and looked kind of s caley , you know , kind of b rownish 
looking . "  

(How d id you g et r id of that then - from that snake b lood ? )  
We ll , I tell you , I go t r id of i t . My mo ther took ' b ac co . She turned around 

and took a ch icken and she p ut a chicken p oultice on there first . And th en she 
took tobacco and my wat er and boil it hot and let me put my f eet r igh t  down in 
de hot wat er . 

(Did she boil tha t  t oba cco and your water together? ) 
Y es , and pu t my f eet in there . I put i t  in there ever '  night and p ut salt 

b r ine in there and i t  came all right . [Newport News , Va . , ( 4 7 8) , 496 : 10 . ] 
1 59 4 . I had experi ence of dis mys e lf , I ' m f ixin ' to tell yo ' now . I wus 

goin '  wid s ome woman once . Someone poisoned ' er in s ome fish an' dey did s om epin 
tuh ' er .  An ' whut evah dey d id , i t  went true [ through ] ' er han ' , broke out in 
bump s - b i g  large ones ' b ou t  d is s i z e  [ d emons t ra tes ] ,  right true d e  han ' . Yo ' 
could s ee it . I f  it hit dere [ on one s ide of her hand ] , it would come out der e  
[ on th e other s ide o f  her hand ] - look like d ey connect wid one ' no thah . Fee ts 
an ' han ' s .  An ' she c ouldn ' t pu t  ' er foot on d e  f loah [ f loor ] . 

I goes me to work an ' I got me s ome Brown Mu Ze [ trademark ] tobacco . I got me 
s ome snuf f , Rai Zroad Mai Z [ trademark ] . I got me some su1phah . I got me s ome 
salt , s ome salts phys ic [probab ly Eps om salts ] , an ' got me s ome o f  ' er watah an ' 
s ome of mine . I mixed it togethah . I say ,  " Save me all de wa tah you kin fer de 
nex '  hour or two , [ that is ] as much as yo '  g i  t f er de nex ' night er [ or ]  day . "  
I mixes all d at togethah an ' I boil it good . I s e t  up wid ' er ' bout s coup 1ea 
days an ' nights er mo ' ba thin ' [ ba th-ing , no t ba the- ing ] ' er f eets . She cou ldn ' t  
touch d e  f loor [her f e et pained s o  much ] . Well , I kep ' bath-in ' ' e r  an ' kep ' 
ba th ' in ' ' er in dat stUff , an ' kep ' b ath-in ' ' er in da t s tuff till f in ' lly I 
cured ' er like da t .  Den I went an ' go t  some o f  dis po tash f er ' er tuh take -
j es '  a little bita watah . Yo ' kin take dat very eas ily in a li tt le watah .  

(How did she g e t  this way ? ) 
At someone ' s  hous e she got da taway by ea tin ' .  I know i t .  I w ent t o  a fortune 

t eller . Dey tole me dat dat wus zackly how s he got i t . Dey even picked i t  out 
[while running the cards ] an ' i t  was s ome of ' er own people did i t . 

(Did th e for tune teller tell you what to do? ) 
Dey didn ' t tell me . A ole woman to le me dis long long years ago . She always 

tole me , sh e s ays , "Yo ' look out , "  sh e says , "wh enevah dat to happen an ' know 
whu t t ub  do f o ' yores elf , if anyone hurt yo ' .  Git dat an ' b ath [ not bathe ] yor e
s elf fr om de knee s on down [see p . 369 ] an ' it ' ll nevah caus e no swel1in ' in de 
knees . "  

I t  didn ' t sw el l  a bit . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 25 2) , 249 : 2 . ] 
1595 . Ah heard that yo ' could take ahamber �ater , ahamber Zy e - j es '  lak yo ' 

got s ores anywher e on yor e f l es h  or on yore s kin , yo ' kin take yo re ahamber watah 
an ' ' noint ' em  s o res each day an ' f in ' l ly at las t yo ' l l git r id of ' em . [ Wi ls on , 
N .  Car . , (1456) , 2 64 7 : 10 . ]  

159 6 . I f  yo ' go t a bad co ld an ' yo ' nos tr i ls all s topp ed up - somepin lak 
d at , yo '  kin j es '  take yore ahamber Zy e ,  yo re own ahamber Zy e an ' wash yore face 
an ' i t  wi ll help yo ' .  Some p eop le us e it fo ' rough skin , d ey ahamber Zye . 
[ Flor ence , S .  Car . , ( 1284 ) , 2 1 82 : 2 . ] 

159 7 .  At one t ime I was o f f from my work and my wif e was sweeping our back 
yard and she swep t over a j elly j ar .  It wa s  s topp ed up and turned b o ttom up in 
the yard . By the sun shining I s ee th at j ar and I s topped and as ked her what was 
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that shining . I thought it  was a piece of money . So I went there and dug it  up 
out of the ground in my back yard . I came to the s teps and I opened it . I t  had 
some kind of powder . 

(Do you know what the powder was ? )  
No , I don ' t know what kind - i t  was a brown powder . 
(All right - go ahead . )  
And something like a sponge was mixed up and stopped in there . When I opened 

it ,  it knocked me down when I inhaled it . [As I explain elsewhere , th is sort of 
thing is a hyperbol e ,  not a lie . ] Later on , my wif e ' s  leg broke out - swole up 
rather , and my leg swole up . And we heard of a man who could t ell you things , 
and we went ther e and he told me that I had stepped over something . And I asked 
him what could he do for it . He told me that he believed through the help of God 
that he could cure me . And I told h im  that I would be pretty g lad if he would . 
And he got some ashes , some salt , some red pepp er and some chamber lye and he 
mixeded that up in a pan - s t irred it thor oughly well and he took and got us 
there to the pan and washed our leg down , washed thi s  leg down . S o la ter on , 
two or three day s maybe , the leg went down , and it b roke out little skin - lit t le 
dry lookin ' skin on there . Wel l , all of  that come o ff and my leg began to get 
all right . [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 5) , 1108 : 2 . ] 

1598 . Use chamber lye an ' s top poison. Jes '  take it an ' boil i t  - gr at e a 
dime an ' put it in it an ' boil it wit red peppah an ' wash ,  bathe it  down . Dat ' ll 
kill poison. 

(You mean poison that someone has put into you like live things , things of 
that s ort ? ) 

Yes sir , like skipp ers - s omething like dat e [Waycross , Ga . , ( 114l) , 1856 : 6 . ] 
159 9 .  Well they claim , if you near-sighted or somep in like that in your eyes 

an ' mis ' ry in yore haid all the while , they say you take chamber lye an ' heat wi t 
salt you know for pains . You bathe the haid an ' the s team that choo - hoI ' [hold 
your head ] you know over the bucket like that . You put salt in i t . Sometime it 
gi t o le . They say the older it  gits you know an ' smell [ the b etter ] . A man , his 
daughter use it one day . She was near-sighted . She couldn ' t s ee atall . An '  she 
bathe in that for a week [ 7 days ] an ' when de week out after she ' d  us ed it , then 
she could s ee .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 309 ) , 236 : 1+85 . ]  

1600 . My s is ter wus tPicked. She wus tricked from water from a pump . Whut
evah dey did dey j is '  put into de pump . An '  it made her eyes sore an ' she 
thought she wus goin ' blind , an ' so dey had de doctor . An '  de doc tor couldn ' t  
cure her . Everything he did for s ore eyes it didn ' t  do any good . S o  my mothah -
de firs t whu t s tarted to heal it , she put a salt pOUltice to it wi th [ corn] meal 
and salt . Well , dat kin ' a  holp a little . An' den s omeb ody tole ' er de thing to 
get ' er to s ee wus to let a child have an action [ of urine ] , an ' den put it in 
an ' ole cup an ' put some salt in dere an ' cook dat , an ' dis [ j is ' ] put de necked 
[naked or bare ] thing right ovah ' er eye an ' dat ' d draw ' er sight b ack to her . 
An ' dat ' s  whut cured her .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 3l3) , 241 : 5+85 . ]  

1601 . I t ' s  a way dey kin throw dere wa ter [urine ]  bef o '  de sun rise . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Well , dey takes saltpeter , dat ' s  whenevah a person is hurt - ah knows dey take 

saltpeter an ' red peppah an ' chamber lye an ' bath [ not bathe ] in it an ' take it 
an '  throw it out b ef o '  de sun rise .  

(That will cure them? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycro ss ,  Ga . ,  ( 1117 ) , 1793 : 15 . ] 
1602 . [ Here is a b elief s imilar to the p receding and following ones but 

without the b ath : ]  
Ah heard ' em  say yo ' take yore chamber watah - yo ' know , in de mawnin '  ' fore 
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sunr is e  take i t an ' throw i t  sunse t an ' it would keep all harm [ away ] . 
( How would you throw i t ? ) 

501 

Throw it ovah yore lef t s houlder 1ak that [ d emons trates ] an ' don ' t  look back . 
(The water that was made that nigh t and you throw it at [b ef ore ]  sunr i s e  in 

the morning ? )  
Yes . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 150 6) , 2 6 7 3 : 1 2 . ]  
1603 . They told me to go to the drug s t or e  and ge t some saltpeter - saltp et er 

and t ake my urine when I ,  you know , urinat e and put i t in warm water . 
( Put i t  in s ome warm wat er . )  
And put my f e et in that and wash my f ee t  with i t . Carry i t  to my back door . 

Throw it over my lef t shoulder and wa lk back in the hous e  and don ' t look back . 
( That ' l l keep them from harming you? ) 

Yes , s ir . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 50) , 1312 : 8 . ] 
1 604 . An '  r ight in mah 1aig heah - ah couldn ' t  move an ' ah couldn ' t walk but 

mah s i s tah would br ing whut ah ' d tell her tuh me . Ah tole her , ah s aid , "Now yo ' 
bring me a basin an ' when ah urinate , "  ah s aid , "ketch da t fo ' me . "  See , she 
s aved it twic e , that made enough you know tuh bathe wit yo '  s ee .  An '  then ah had 
her tuh bring me some s alt an ' s ome s altp e t er . Den ah s ent he r tuh de drug s t o '  
an ' b ough t me s ome John de Conker an ' ah had her tuh b athe me fr om heah ou t t o  
d e  end o f  mah t oes on b oth 1aigs . Ah j is '  couldn ' t  walk . 

(What d id you do with that John the Conker ? )  
Ah kep t it roun ' in mah po cket - j is ' keep i t  in yor e p ocke t . 
(Why did she bath e you down th at way? ) 
[ In formant does not unders tand my ques tion , I do not r eask it . I wanted her 

to answer , "That mad e the aunjure g o  out through my toes . " ]  
Sh e b athe me down da t  way . Yo ' know that cured i t . Yo ' s ee , this saltp et er 

an '  thi s  chamb er Zy e an ' tab le salt , it ' ll cure i t . An ' a f t ah she b athe me th ree 
times in dat ah got so ah could s tr e t ch out mah laig s an ' j is ' kep t  on an ' kep t 
on an ' fin ' l ly t i ll ah got up from bed an ' went tuh wa1kin ' . An ' dat ' s whut 
cured me . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 9 03) , 14 7 5 : 1 2 . ]  

1605 . I f  s omeone tryin ' to put a sp ell on you ,  you make water and b a the in i t  
f er nine mawnin ' s  and throw dat watah toward de suns et . [Jacksonvil le , Fla . , 
( 5 9 7 ) , 7 70 : 1 . ] 

160 6 .  Ah he ar dey s ay if yo ' gi t hurted an ' i t  a in ' t  in side yo ' , yo '  ' noint 
wheresomevah dis mi s ' ry  is f o ' nine mornin ' s  an ' de las t morning dat ch ew ' noint 
it ,  why yo ' throw de chamb.er Zye whut yo ' ' noin t  yores elf with - throw it sunrise 
an ' i t  would ki ll i t . [ Wayc ro s s , G a . , ( 10 7 3 ) , 17 34 : 3 . ] 

1607 . Why th ey dres s that hat f o ' yo ' head , an ' they take that same chamber 
Zye , as ah t ole yo ' , an ' bath th at hat in i t ,  saturate it in th at wa ter , and then 
b ath yor e  h ead f o ' nine mornin ' s  that way . That relieves yo ' ,  yo ' s ee in de 
ha id . 

(I f  they dPB ssed your hat . ) [ St .  P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 0 ) , 1 59 7 : 6 . ] 
160 8 . Yo ' kin take and g et saltpeter , you kin get the br ine of f a  mack ' rel 

f ish , mix chamb er Zye with thi s . Now , I know this i s real ' caus e I did thi s -
that happ ened to me . You bathe in tha t b ut you s e t  in yore door , i f  y ou got a 
door f acing the ea st . You s e t  there , you b athe wha tever parts that hur t s you or 
that f e els p eculiar . You bathe that for nine morning s and yo ' b e all righ t . 

(But you mus t s i t right in tha t door facing the eas t ? )  
As th e sun rise and d o  that for nine mornings , and as you d o  that , you ment ion 

the Lord ' s Name - s ay this , "In the Father , Son and de Holy Ghos t . "  
(And you bathe . What t ime do you bath e  yours elf ? )  
J es t  as the sun r is e .  [V icksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 31) , 100 1 : 1 . ] 
1609 . How d ey cure it - well i t ' s  very eas y . Yo ' use your own chamber Zye , 
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salt and red pepper and bath in it nine t imes - nine mornings .  
(Nine times ? )  
No , j es '  nine mornings ,  and you bath over running water - you know , either has 

a hydrant or  anything wher e the water is running .  [ In Brunswick , Georgia , a 
woman buried someth ing over the waterp ip e  coming f rom the s tr eet into the house . ]  
And you b ath in it and then you say a prayer when you b ath in it and it ' ll carry 
that away , becaus e nothing kin go  against salt and pepp er . 

(What sor t of a prayer would you us e? ) 
Jes t the Lord ' s  Pr ayer . 
(You say this happen ed to you? ) 
That happened to me . 
(How was you r  hand harmed? How did they fix your hand that way ? )  
Don ' t know how they fixed it - don ' t know whatever they do to you , don ' t  you 

know . [Washing ton , D .  C . , ( 644) , 838 : 1 . ] 
1610 . A girl want ed me an ' ah ' m  alway s mighty p ertic ' l ' r  ' bout goin ' round 

girls an ' ah nevah want nob ody to s ee me hug or play wit ' em .  Well , she went to 

URINE ( 2 )  
TAKEN INTERNALLY 

a ole man tuh do somepin fo ' her . Whut she done ah don ' t  
know - what he done . But h e  took s omep in - he knowed ah ' us 
comin ' dere dat night . He put somepin up ovah head de do ' 
an ' when ah walked in she was s etting round ovah dere , an ' ah 

walked - tr ied to hug an ' kis s  ' er r ight in company , s omepin ah nevah done b efo ' 
an ' ah caught mahself . Ah s t epp ed . right b ack out de do ' an ' drawed watah an ' 
took a swallah an ' that thing lef t me . 

(What did you drink water for? ) 
Mah own watah . 
(What did you do that for? ) 
Ah alway s heerd if de woman - if yo ' took - always take that watah , take yo ' 

own watah . 
(Oh , that would kill the spell . Sh e had this thing dPess ed? ) 

Ye s , s ir .  In a month or two • • • •  

(You drank this water . Then how long was it after that that you had this 
dream? ) 

Ah think it was about the next week maybe or earlier . 
(Tell me the dream - tell me the whole story . )  
Ah dreamed dat right ovah mah head hit wus a rag in de home fo ' me . That j es ' 

what ah dreamed . 
(In h er hous e or your house? ) 
In her house . An '  it wus on mah mind all dat day . Well , soon as ah knocked 

off mah work - ah wus on de farm - ah goes ovah an ' sh e  wus up to de white folks 
hous e an ' ah ' d  gone roun ' to where she s topp ed at . An '  after while she come an ' 
made up a little f ire . It wus in April an ' ah pulled of f mah c lothes an ' got 
into bed . Mah mind told me tuh git into b ed ' fore she did . Time ah got into b ed 
ah reached up at it  an ' she looked back an ' seed me .  She j ump ed up an ' run up 
thare tuh me an ' ah knocked her down . That night goin ' home . 

(Wait a minut e - you pulled it out of that ho le and lef t her ? )  [He i s  ret ell-
ing a story I missed while Telediphone turned o f f . ] 

Yes sir . 
(What did it look like? ) 

Ah nevah looked at [ into ] it  - litt le package wrahpped up . An '  ah went on 
back home dat night and ah had tuh cross de  branch of a running watah , yo ' know , 
an ' ah turned mah b ack as de ole saying us ed tuh say an ' ah b elieve it , made mah 
wish dat mah mind would leave her an ' throwed it in de watah . Mah mind lef t  her 
j es '  like dat . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1003 ) , 1618 : 4 . ]  
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16 11 . Chambep ly e cure de cold - give it to yo ' tuh dr ink in watah . Yeah , 
sp ecially if ah wus sick an ' had a cold or somepin , ah ' d  drink mah own ahambep 
�, s ee .  Dat wus good fo ' a cold . [ F lorence , S .  Car . ,  ( 1285 ) , 2182 : 8 . ] 

1612 . Dey kin take yore ahambep lye - j es '  lak anybody go tuh work an ' poison 
yo ' or anything , yo ' see . Well , yo ' kin g it some sweet milk , yo ' s ee , an ' honey ,  
yo ' unders tan ' ,  an ' a IiI ' likker an ' mix dat ahambep lye - j es '  a lit tle , yo '  
know - an ' likker an ' honey an ' vinegar . Well , yo ' take dat yo '  see an ' dat 
would make yo ' vomit it up yo ' s ee .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1388) , 2487 : 1 . ] 

1613 . I f  you kin get ' em [ sick pers on ]  to  urinate ,  then you take - yo ' ketch 
de urinate , you take a dropper and pick up s ome of that urinate in a teacup or 
glass but not let it  be in no tin or zinc or ' luminum . You drop nine drops of 
that urinate into that sweet milk and give it to them to drink . 

(Whose ur ine do you us e? ) 
De sick one . 
That will bring thos e things out [wasps and ants ] and then after that why give 

them couple dos es of cas tor oil to c lear th eir sys tem out . [Washington ,  D .  C . , 
( 6 2la) , 7 9 7 : 3 . ] 

1614 . Whenevah yo ' think that you have got the wr ong thing ins ide of y o ' , 
s ee ,  fo ' three mornin ' s  yo '  take three swallows o f  yor e own urine . 

(Your own ahambep lye . )  
Ye s , take three swallows for three mornin ' s - see , dat ' s  nine swa llows of  i t . 
(What will that do for me ? ) 
Well , that will take all the infection out .  
(I f anybody has put anything in you . ) 
If  anyone has give yo ' anything to make yo ' love th em ,  don ' t  chew know , an ' 

yo ' don ' t wanta love them , yo ' take this yo ' see an ' that wi ll kill it out . Dere 
won ' t be no mo ' tuh dat e [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1167 ) , 19 62 : 5 . ] 

1 615 . You take a ten-cent piece an ' you file it down to nuthin but dus t . You 
take a p inch of sulphur , about a haIfa t easpoonful of sulphur , an ' you take th is 
on your tongue . An '  you take a swallow of your own water . Whoever the pers on 
is , now , they got to have their own water - you know , whoever it is urination , 
j us t  enough to swallow . An '  I ' ll guarantee that ever ' thing you eat , that ' ll come 
r ight up , an ' it ' ll come these little ants or anything . Whi le that silver ' s  in 
you , you never git  nuthin - won ' t  nobody kin ever put nuthin in you . [ Ba ltimor e , 
Md . ,  ( 14 7 ) , 48 : 2+85 . ]  

1 616 . [Urine is frequently part of a hand (see sub divis ion Hands )  and often 
by itself a hand. ] 

URINE ( 3 )  
WORN ON BODY 

And if you got a backward child in s choo l and you can ' t  get h im  to 
go to school and can ' t  get along with him in s chool , you j us t  take 
s ome of his ur ine water that he ur inat e and wash the s oles of his 
s ho es with it and I ' ll b etcha you won ' t have no troub le with him .  

(He ' ll impr ove . )  
And makes h im  go to schoo l regular . Wa sh th e s oles of his shoes - j us t  the 

sole , not th e heel . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 28 ) , 1220 : 3 . ] 
1617 . Lak yo ' s cared s omeone goin ' hupt chew - yo ' know , if yo ' got enemies .  

Jes '  take some red peppah an ' salt an ' sulphur - take an ' sprinkle a little bit 
of ahambep lye ovah dat an ' wear dat in yo re right-footed sho e .  Yo ' kin walk 
ovah anything in de world an ' nuthin will evah harm yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
( 1 3 28 ) , 2282 : 2 . ]  

1618 . Dey say dey us e r ed peppah , sulphur , ahambep lye an ' make yo ' a bag an ' 
ev ' ry mawnin ' b efo ' yo ' go out yo ' takes an ' ' noint [ feed] dat bag [ a  hand] good 
an ' yo ' rub it in each one of yore shoes an ' dey say dat yo ' kin walk ovah any
thing dat ' s  put down fo ' yo ' . 
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(You put this pepper and salt in this bag and then you anoint it  wi th this 
chamber tye each morning before you go out . What do you do - j us t  rub that bag 
on the inside of the bottom of your shoe? ) 

Yessuh - in de bottom of yore shoe . [Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . ,  ( 1420) , 2560 : 2 . ] 
1619 . If  they t ry  to harm you and you know dey wanta harm you ,  you takes a 

ball of thread - spool of thread , put nine knots in it . Call three colored 
fellah - three white fellah - three any man names dat any man you call is a g rea t 
liar , an ' you puts knot s  in it . Ev ' ry  time you knot i t , you pull de knot to you ; 
but if you finish dat end , you f ling the other end around and you pull that to 
you . You take dat and make yo ' water on it - de night water on it  yoreself for 
nine mornings and take it  and tie it around yore wais t . Nobody kin harm yuh . 

[ Informant is one of  6 or 7 doctors interviewed in Charles ton : "Tues . ,  June 
29 , 1937 - Charles ton , S . C  • • • •  San Mongain - (R . D . ) - good - brought by [ [ doctor ] ] 
Glover" - Nwnbers Book 442-621 . Several years later while checking his cylinders 
agains t the trans crip tion , I added a counnent to his number in Nwnbers Book , " ( us e  
with care) " - meaning some o f  his material was not too good . ] [ Charleston , S .  
Car . , ( 519 ) , 613 : 6 . ] 

16 20 . Ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do . Yo ' kin s top a person from comin ' where 
yo ' is if  yo ' go to dere foot track . Yo ' git chew some chamber Zye an ' yo ' take 
some chamber Zye an ' yo ' kin drop nine drops in dey track . Dat ' ll s top dem from 
comin ' wher e yo ' is if dey ' s  comin ' tuh kill you or do anything . Yo ' turns ' em  
aroun ' wit dat e Nine drops in each one of dey tracks when dey ' s  walkin ' dere -
wa1kin ' to yore place . Yo ' kin stop ' em  if dey walk backwards an' forwards right 
at dat t ime if yo ' know dey track . Yo ' see dere track anywhere ,  all yo ' got ' a  do 
is drop dat in dere . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1574) , 2896 : 2 . ] 

1621 . They took urine and sprinkled it around the doors of any house to keep 
away bad luck and evil spirits . [Ocean City , Md . , ( 2 1) , by hand . ]  

16 2 2 . Well , yo '  keep i t  an ' po ' it  undah yore s tep every 
URINE (4)  mawnin ' an ' dat ' ll keep it down - keep down hands an ' things . 

USED ABOUT HOUSE Jes ' lak if somebody put somepin down fo ' yo ' [ to walk over ] . 
(You put the chamber Zye under there . )  

Yessuh - under yore step every mawnin ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346) , 2 3 28 : 11 . ] 
1623 . That ah know one thing ' b out chamber tye - throw chamber Zye at chure 

f ront do ' ' fore sunrise an ' dat ' ll keep yore enemies away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 1 214) , 2060 : 8 . ] 

1624 . I had a cousin . He say he ' us poison . He say they had to put some 
graveyard din on him or somepin or other , you know . to break him a.n ' his wi fe 
�. They got him so he couldn ' t  stay with his wif e ;  he couldn ' t  go home wi thout 
fussin ' .  A ole lady tole him they went to de graveyard an ' got some graveyard 
dirt an ' throwed on him an '  sprinkled it around his hous e to keep him fussin '  
an ' f ightin ' all the time . So she told him to get some chamber tye an ' keep it  
around his  house an' that would kill it .  [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 26) , 220 : 3 . ] 

1625 . That ' ll keep a root worker from the hous e  if you know what to do with 
it . If  you use chamber tye overnight an ' let i t  set  - let it set  an ' don ' t let 
it  sunshine on it without [before ] choo wan ' a use it . [ If ]  you wan ' a use it , 
bottle it up - see , that creates a good odor , a strong odor . Well then , you s ee 
you say ,  "I don ' t  want this devil to come here . "  You s ee ,  you git up in mornin ' 
an ' you pour you some out . - don ' t care de whole bot tle out . Take a whole j ug ful , 
pour you some in a sprinkling can ,  git to yore do ' [ an ' sprinkle i t ] . Well , you 
s ee ,  dey come up dere an ' dey can ' t come no fur ther . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . ,  
(328) , 266 : 1+85 . ] 

1626 . Mah auntie had to us e  that . They say when a person tryin ' to poison 
yo ' , they say git up ev ' ry  mawnin ' fer nine mawnin ' s  an ' throw yore chamber tye 
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out backward over yore lef t shoulder b a ckwar ds an ' don ' t look b a ck at i t  an ' tha t 
will keep ' em  f rom poison y eh . Yo ' do tha t b e fore the sunris e .  [Wilming ton , N .  
Car . , (332) , 271 : 3+85 . ] 

162 7 . Ah heard th at if anyb ody has any witchcraft buried around yore home or 
anything of tha t kind , that chew kin take chamber Line [chamber Lye ] an ' throw it 
out there each morning to de f ront an ' b a ck s teps or either yo ' kin take fo ' cans 
o f  Red Devi L  Lye an ' put it to ea ch pos t of yore hous e [ many small hous es in the 
lowlands res t aboveground on four pos ts ] - dat will eat it all up . 

(Do they throw that chamber Lye ther e every morning ? )  
Yes . 
(And they j us t  put th ese four cans of lye one in each corner of the hous e . ) 

Red Devi L Lye . [Way cro s s , Ga . , ( 1061) , 1 7 20 : 3 . ]  
1628 . Ah know dis mahse l f . Ah wus in P i t tsb urgh , P ennsylvania ,  once an ' ah 

wus workin ' ovah dere . Ab lived ovah dere fo ' seven- eight yeahs . An '· a g irl 
der e  she had a boy f r en '  an ' she liked him . Well , ah nevah know any thin , ab out 
her - she wus a Virginia girl . An ' so she goes somewheah , ah dunno wheah an ' -
i t  wus mah idea - d e [ f irs t ] time ah evah knowin ' s ech things tuh happ en , y o ' 
s e e . An ' she goes some p lace , ah dunno wheah . D ere wus a lil ' path come right 
up f rom - lemme s ee now - j es '  lak de house up heah . Well now , dey has up s t air s . 
Yo ' know people lives ups tai rs j es '  lak yo ' do downs tair s . Dey live downstairs 
j es '  lak d ey do ups ta irs . Well , dis lady had a ki t chen an ' de b edroom . Well , ah 
had - an ' dey had two rooms r ight back behin ' d er e , see . Well , yo ' come r igh t up 
dere out de front street into d e  ga te r ight s traigh t  down de li l '  s teps , right 
s traigh t  on down to wher e ah wus to de hous e , an ' d en come up . [The house was 
b elow the s treet and on the s ide of a hill . ] We wu s  all in de s ame hous e .  An ' 

s o  she came righ t  on up d e  s t eps , goin ' up s tairs into de kit chen an '  den goin ' 
on up s tair s . Ab saw d i s  f o ' mahs elf . 

So a g irl from Alab ama , she wus t ellin ' me , she said , "Yo ' wa t ch dat g ir l . "  
Say , "She goin ' try trick y o ' . "  

Ah said t "Trick me? How? Whut she go in ' do? Ab dunno what chew talkin ' 
' b out . "  Well , ah wus dwnb to de f a c ' ' caus e  ah nevah deal wi t nuthin lak dat e 

An '  so she s aid , "Well , now , yo ' wat ch . "  
She kep t tellin ' me da t e  Ab wus workin ' .  Ah had a good j ob at $ 10 a week 

yo ' know , not knowin ' - j es '  mahs elf - not knowin ' much about work . 
So ah g oes back an ' s tar t ed tuh b ed an ' she says , " Come heah a minute . "  De 

windah wus up an ' i t  wus up s tairs an ' we looked out an ' she s ays , "Look . " Yo ' 
know de higher yo ' up , de b e ttah yo ' kin look out down on de g roun ' . An ' she had 
s omepin she wus puttin ' it d.oIm ,  her an ' a man - j es ' s t"!'e/JJin ' ,  strewin ' it al l 
roun ' . An '  ah said , " Fo ' heaven ' s sake , whut is dat? " 

She say , "Well , don ' t chew go out dere . She done aim tuh trick yuh . "  Say ,  
"She goin ' kill yuh . "  S ay ,  " I f yo ' cross da t s tuf f  she ' s  puttin ' down d ere" -
she put it all down at d e do ' an ' d en back up to d e  gat e - y o ' know , b a ck aroun ' 
to da t place wh eah ah wa lked . 

An '  she say , "Now , ah tell yo ' whut chew do tomorrah mawnin ' . "  I t  exci ted me 
' caus e ah nevah wus in nuthin lak dat e Says , nAb tell yo ' whut ch ew do tomorrah 

mawnin ' ." Say s , "Yo ' go s omewheah an ' yo ' do sech-an ' -s ech a thing . "  We h ad a 
s lop j a r up s tairs , yo ' s ee ,  j es '  fo ' all thr ee of u s  - us three women . An '  s o  we 
did - we us ed it in de mawnin ' . Well , de nex ' mawnin ' sh e tole us tuh put a box 
Lye in i t an ' tab le salt , an ' d is girl t aken i t  hers e l f  an ' carried it out in 
front o f  me , an ' she j es '  po ' d  i t  an ' j es '  s trewed i t  yo ' know . An '  she said -
well , ah wus afraid tuh go out . She said , "Da t ' s all righ t , yo ' kin go on now . "  

Ab r e I lly know dat to b e  true - ah saw dat e 
(They p oured chamber Lye around to keep out the s tuff sh e  put down f or y ou ? )  
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Yes - an ' de box lye an ' salt . Say de box lye eat it up an ' d e  salt . [ This 
o ld-f ashioned t erm is box lye no t box of lye - to di s t inguish i t  from ahamber 
lye . ] [ Faye t t evi lle , N .  C ar . , ( 1390) , 2491 : 1 . ]  

1629 . A woman was mad a t  my s i s t er and I was s taying acro s s  the s treet from 
her and she came by my hous e . And I got up next morning to go out and she had a 
who le lot o f  graveyard dirt throwed all over my porch . And do you know , I had to 
move out o f tha t house - made me move . Th ey sure make you move . I d idn ' t know 
she put it the re but someone tole me a f ter I moved tha t  she did . O f  cours e , if 
I knew it , I wouldn ' t  move I reckon . They tell me how t o  ki ll that out - to g et 
some ahamber lye and salt and pepper , and thr ow i t  all a round yore hous e and 
that ' ll kill that out . [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 38 ) , 2 37 : 3 . ] 

1630 . I had a s i s t er-in-law he r  husband tried to hurt her and she ' d  taken a 
s imp le thing - there was t able salt , and red pepper and ahamber lye and mixed i t  
t ogether , and spr inkled i t  a l l  around her house - i n  her house (see No . 1634) , 
and it ki l led wh at he had put down f or her . [Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 5 ) , 106 6 : 1 . ] 

1631 . To protect yo ' s e1f agains t d a t  if s omeone had put somepin down fo ' yo ' 
to walk ovah , why yo ' d  g i t  j oo s ome r ed pepp ah an ' s alt an ' git j o o some ahamber 
Zye an ' put in that r ed peppah an ' salt , an yo ' wou ld put that red peppah an ' 
s alt aroun ' yore do ' fo ' nine mo rnings . Thi s  i s , if something was p Zanted aroun ' 
yo re do ' , yo ' d  put da t salt , red peppah an ' ahamber lye . [Waycross , G a . , ( 1116) , 
1 7 8 9 : 6 . ] 

1632 . All yo ' h ave tuh do is take s ome ahamber lye an ' r ed peppah an ' nine 
drops of turp ent ine an ' s ome salt an ' take yo ' a haIf a can of potash - p robab ly 
a can of potash an ' git up s oon dat mawnin ' an ' sprinkle it all de way around 
yore hous e an ' under yore s tep . Den der e ' s  no way f o ' no roots tuh take e f f ect 
o f  yo ' at all . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 12 2 6 ) , 2084 : 2 . ]  

1633 . Yo ' kin take ahamber lye an ' su 1phah an ' cayenne p eppah an ' mix it all 
up togethah , an ' go out one dark night , a real da rk nigh t , an ' j es '  th row i t  all 
roun ' yore hous e ,  an ' will j es '  drive all enemies an ' thing s f rom yore home . 
[Wi ls on , N .  Car . , ( 1 50 4 ) , 2 6 7 0 : 12 . ] 

1634 . Yes s ir , ah hear i t . Well , yo ' take de ahamber lye an ' yo ' t ake i t  an ' 
p lace into a can , an ' yo '  take s ome s ulphur an ' yo ' take cooking salt an ' p lace 
into dis heah pot [ can ] , an ' yo ' take i t  an '  put it into d e  hous e an '  take yo ' 
a li t t le o ld sprayer like an ' j es t  spray i t  all round into de house (see 
No . 1630) . An '  da t would br ing luc k .  

(Any part icular kind o f  luck? ) 
Br ing luck into yore home , see . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . ,  ( 10 18) ,  164 8 : 1 . ] 
163 5 . Yo ' kin take a - }!,ore urine , see . I f  yo ' think s omebody put s omepin 

down round yore place , yore s teps , overnigh t j o o  understand , to do yo ' s ome harm , 
yo ' kin t ake yore urine an ' put chew s ome s alt an ' sulphur in i t  an ' stir it up 
good , an ' blues tone , an '  j es ' [ g et ] chew a swiss [ swish ] b room , see . 

[S'luish broom is a one-handed b room ; handZe broom or s tiak br'oom r equires two 
hands . Many sub s t ances wer e used : long g r as s , broom s edge (whiah see) , lea fy 
twig s ,  etc . Neither the short whisk broom nor long er b es om des crib es this home
made �rt i cle . I rememb er one of the hous e f ly swishes ; one large green top , or 
s everal sma ll ones , of a sparagus gone to s eed . ] 

S t ick i t  in dere - pu t i t  in a pan - put in de b room , j es '  [ demons trates ] .  
(Spr inkle i t  around . )  

Dat ' s right - yo ' do dat fo ' two-three mornings . Any time dat yo ' think that 
th ing s is goin ' wrong yo ' j es '  - d ey kin put it there b ut it wi ll kill i t  j es '  as 
f as t  as it hit d e  ground . 

Now d es e  thing s ah 'm telling you , ah ' ve exp eri enced dem o  [ S t . P e t er sburg , 
Fla . , ( 1024) , 1656 : 1 . ] 
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1636 . Well , dat ' s  whut ah ' m  t e llin ' yo ' - dat ' s  j is '  de same . All yo ' do is 
put chure uPinate in that saltpeter into s omethin ' an' ev ' ry mawnin ' ' b out fo ' 
a ' clo ck yo ' g i t  up an ' po ' that right down dere . Ah know it . 

(Down where ? )  
Down at chure do ' - po ' that down at chure do ' an ' j is '  c ontinue fo ' a long 

t ime an ' dere cain ' t nuthin harm yo ' . Dat s altpeter is wonderful . [ L i t t le Rock , 
Ark . , (903 ) , l474 : 2l . J 

1637 . Ah wus fixed. Ah wus dressed one time an ' ah wus to le to take some 
tab le salt an ' go roun ' an ' roun ' mah bui ldin ' thr ee time a week an ' j es '  scatter 
it ' long . An' take s ome o f  my chamber ly e at nigh t an ' in de mawnin ' throw a 
han ' ful in de fire an ' j es '  s pr inkle dat chamber lye righ t  i n  d e  f i r e  b ehin ' yo '  
an ' don ' t look back at i t  - j es '  b ack up to de f ire an ' throw i t  in an ' don ' t 
look b ack . An '  it ' move mah mis ery - i t painful al l  ovah .  

(You threw that hand ful of salt in th e fire every morning [ fo r  three mo rning s ]  
and then you threw that chamber lye b ehind i t ? ) 

Yes - f o ' three mawnin ' s , bef o '  sunris e .  
(And you th rew tha t salt around the house three morning s  in the week? ) 
Three mornin ' in de week . 
(One morning right after the o th er or wha t ? )  

Y es s ir , three mo rnin ' : Monday mornin ' , Tues day mornin ' ,  an ' Wednes day de 
las t mo min ' . [ B runswick , Ga . , ( 1224) , 2080 : 2 . ] 

1638 . When a pers on git yore f ingernail er toenai l , he take d e  sweat - what 
ah mean , not de sweat - de chamber lye f rom his b ody and put i t  in a b o t t le and 
b eg in to shake it wi t nine need les and he ' ll do that [ f or a J  length of time . And 
how you got ' a  g i t  rid o f  that - you got ' a  make yor e chamber lye near de s tove or 
anywher e you make a fir e  - make yo re water in it and throw a handful o f  salt in 
dere f er nine morning s , and call "God de Father , God de Son and God de Holy 
Ghos t . "  And g i t  up [do this ] f ou r  a ' clock every morning . Then h e ' ll turn you 
loos e .  

(What does he do wi th those fingernails " and toenails ? ) 
Well , de f ingernails and toenails in de b ot t le with it . 
(He puts them in the b o t t le , too . I see . And wha t  is th is supposed to du t o  

you ? )  
Well , he make you do j es t  what h e  wanta do . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (519 ) , 

613 : 4 ;  Doctor San Mong ain . ]  
1 639 . I f  a person poison yo ' , g ive you s ome kind o f  dead ly poison , yo ' know , 

tuh poison yo ' , take yo ' a hoec ake of [ corn ] mea l out chure f lour an ' take yo ' 
j e s ' any amount o f  chamber lye dat chew have from de nigh t ovah an ' mix i t  up . 
But chew buy yo ' a b rand-new yard of h omespun cloth [ almos t always homespun ;  
clo th rarely add ed ] an ' right at chure f i replace mix it up j es '  like yo ' mixing 
up dough . An '  yo '  make , yo ' know , j es '  a f lat roun ' hoecake an ' put i t  in de 
backs ide o f  yo ' fiahplace . Dat b ef o ' yo ' make yo '  f iah in de mornin ' , yo ' under
s tand , an ' den builds y o re f iah on top o f  i t .  An ' who somevah done anyth ing t o  
yo ' - whos omevah poisoned yo ' , say dat ' ll turn i t  b ack o n  dem o [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  
( 1135 ) , 1847 : 2 . ]  

1640 . Thi s  here thing o f  put t in ' a spell on anybody ,  you �akes that o f f  wit 
der e  wat er - s ee , dere own wat er . You make i t  in a bottle an '  you git - it ' s  
nine p ins . See , you turn four de p ' ints up - d e p ' int of d e  p in .  You t ie them 
into a thr ead . Take a thread an ' t ie fo ' of d e  p ' in t s  up - de fo ' corner of de 
world , an ' five down , you unders tand , an ' j is '  like it ' s  j Oo ,  you take an ' leak 
in de bottle an ' pu t des e  p in in dere , see , an '  j is '  s top dat b o t t le up . You go 
to a ole wr ecken [ delapi da ted J hous e dat nobody lives in an ' take up a brick . [ I  
ask a lo s t  que s tion ]  yeah , yeah , in d e  f iahp lace s ome ole hous e in de country or 
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anywhere dat dere nobody livin ' . You know , take up a b r i ck , take dis bottle 
you got but thr ee words to say to dis when you set it , see - you unders tand whut 
I mean , "Bad luck g o  away , good luck f o llah , "  three times . You s e t  it [ b o t t le ]  
down an ' p lace da t [brick] j is '  like i t  was before , an ' you g o  ahead an ' return 
home . Don ' t look b ack - no lookin ' back atall . I ' m t el lin ' you ezac t ly whut 
will do dat e An '  you g o right on home . Den a f ter you git in de hous e ,  you kin 
come out an ' look where you wan ' to - af t er you g i t  tuh de hous e .  Well , in nine 
days i t ' ll [ the spell will ] be of f . De f ellah dat put it on them [ you ] , dey ' ll 
[he ' ll ]  b e  feelin ' it . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (413) , 364 : 6 . ] 

1641 . He lived in Vashingt on b ef o ' ve ver e ma rried - Vash ington , D . C .  Dat ' s  
vhen ve vus co ' r t in ' . An,' ' bout s ix-eigh t  mont ' s  he fooze vritin ' me [ refused 
to wri t e  me ] an ' I d i dn ' t \ know vhy he fooze vri tin ' me . An ' he s ay he vus j is '  
as b lin ' as a bat [ and th�refore could not wri te ] j i s ' f r om - h e  say someone had 
hurt ' im .  He v.ent to cu11dure doctor an ' he tole l im  dis f ellah hurt ' im  ovah dis 
Ind ' an gur l  - verali fint? lookin ' gur! . An '  he tole ' im j is '  take a small amount 
of his ureene [ urine ] you know , put it in a little b o t t le an ' s e t  it undah d e  
sill o f  [ o th er man ' s ] do ' s t ep .  H e  s ay ' e  [ she rea l ly says " e" ins t ead o f  "he" 
everywher e ] thinked dey hurt ' im ovah dis Ind ' an gurl . De I nd ' an gurl didn ' t 
took part in i t . An '  he [ say ] take dis [ j is ' ]  a small amount a he ureene an ' put 
in a b ot t le each mo rnin ' j i s '  befo ' de sunup ,  an ' he ' d  stick [ i t ]  undah dat 
fellah do ' s t ep ,  an ' - veIl , hones ' de true , he s ay ' es [ his ] eyes b eginnin ' tuh 
come open wi t de furse mawnin ' s oon as ' e  s e t  [ the urine ] undah deah . An '  ' e  
continoo dat fer s ix veek an ' ' e  got so ' e could s ee j is '  as good as yo ' or I .  
An '  vhen ' e  died vhy ' is eyes ight vus perfectly nahmal . ( Indian means Ameri can 
Indian , o f t en with Negro blood , or a Negro with Indian b lood . ] [ This transc rip
tion ,  never done by my trans crib er , comes f rom my original p enci l  t rans crip t i on , 
an unsucces sful attemp t  to spell what the woman s ays . ]  [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , 
(199 ) , 105 : 2+85 . ]  

1 642 . [ This r i t e  and the f ollowing one are examp les o f  the well-known scrubs 
of New Or leans , which o ff er pr ot ec tion agains t anything , even the law . More of 
them will b e  found under subse ction Bus iness and Cus tomers . ]  

(You say you get up ear ly in the mo rning . What time is that ? ) 
Roun ' six o ' clo ck or f ive o ' clock in the morning . 
(Yes , and you do what ? )  
You get up and you take you a bucket - you unders tand , your wash-scrub bucket 

and you put you some urinate in it and put some o f  that incens e in the re . Take 
you some lye and pour down in there , and you come there and you s c rub it - don ' t 
put no c lear water at all in i t . Jus t mix all that up together and s crub your 
p o rch , j us t  back and forth you know , but b e  always s crubb in ' yours e l f  ins ide 
a lways . Don ' t  never s crub yourse l f  out . Jus t  like you ' d  have to s crub , you 
know , j u s t  s crub th is way - s crub yours elf r ight on b ack in your door . Like 
there ' s  a s tep there , you are going to s c rub f rom your s t ep up - b r ing yours elf 
inside all the time . 

(What do you do that scrubb ing for ? )  
Well , you s ee , that ' s  t o  keep them f rom put t ing anything - f rom p lanting 

anyth ing around your home to harm you . Th ey can ' t  do any thing . [New Or leans , 
La . , ( 841) , 1 2 7 2 : 2 . ]  

1643 . I went to a lady ones t an ' i t  was a p lace I c ouldn ' t s tay in de house , 
an ' she to ld me to get up every morning and s oon an ' sprinkle a box o f  tab le salt 
all around the hous e ,  and leave that go unt il it penetrated int o  the p l ace , you 
see . An '  then around twelve o ' clock , g et out there wi th a b ox of lye , Red Sea Z 
Lye , and broom and some chamber Zye , you know , and you s crub it . And s aid after 
that then throw nine buckets of wat er ,  clean wat er , and that wi ll wash i t  all 
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away - that ' s  if somebody tricked around your place . [New Orleans , La . , ( 804) , 
l13l : l . ] 

1644 . Take an ' sprinkle that aroun ' yore do ' - take chambep lye an ' salt an ' 
Heart8 Cologne , when yo ' s crub o ff de s tep . Jes ' keeps de evil from takin ' 
effect , whut de mean people put down . Dat ' s  whut ah hear dey say .  [ Florence , 
S .  ¢ar . , ( 1293) , 2194 : 2 . ]  

)1.645 . Yo ' use dis s tuff ammonia an ' lye - concentrat ed lye ,  an ' ahambep lye , 
_��t ' s  yore watah , an ' wash round dat place.  Yo ' takes a can of lye tub cut out 

_ ,0 "- ' "  . - all devilment dat anybody would throw , ' caus e  if dey goin ' throw dey goin ' always 
mos tly thpow undah - lak a buildin ' dat ' s  made yo ' know lak this where it ' s  a 
steps . Yo ' takes dat can of lye - yo ' don ' t use none o f  it - yo '  take it an ' yo ' 
open it  an ' sprinkle so much all around undah dere , dry . Den yo ' take that can 
an ' yo ' bury it  ups ide down , an ' that ketches all de devilment that ' s  thPOWed 
around . 

(What do you do with that other s tuff ,  that other stuff you spoke about? )  
Yeah , dat ' s  tuh wash - if yo ' think anybody ' s  doin ' devilment , wash aroun ' an ' 

dat cleans all de devilment out . Don ' t care whut dey put down , dat cut it  up . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 1568) , 2879 : 6 . ] 

1646 . [Take] that there snakeroot and John de Conkep poot and boil it  and 
take de urine after boilin ' it and put some o f that in it , and Heapt8 Pepfume , 
and boil it so i t  git de odor through the house ,  and sprinkle in de front do ' 
and back , mornin ' an ' night . 

(What would they do that for ? )  
That would bring luck and s top d e  man from puttin ' yo ' out . 
(Putting you out of the house . )  
Yes , an ' ah didn ' t have de money - didn ' t give a cent and he didn ' t  put me 

out . Suah stopped that . [Washing ton , D . C . , ( 6 25) , 800 : 3 . ] 
1647 . You can easily j us t  buy some of that van-van - they calls that 

VAN- VAN s tuff van-van - ' caus e  that what they use for to keep the evil sp irit 
away from them . [ Van-van , largely used for 8crub8 (scrubbing water ) or 

human body , is a special perfume and oi l of pungent quality originally conf ined 
to New Orleans - 8ee p . 132 and Index . ] [New Or leans ,  La . ,  ( 843) , 1279 : 2 . ] 

1648 . Ah have been livin ' close roun ' people where they would thpow down 
dif f ' rent things .  Ah know of a lady was s taying second door from me , she us ed 

to throw water fo ' nine mornings . 
WATER (Water ? What kind of water? ) 

Go to de  hydrant and git clear water an ' throw it fo ' nine mornings 
towards de sunris e ,  yo ' under stand . 

(Well , what would they throw that water to the sunrise for ? )  
Ah don ' t  know why they throw i t  t o  de sunrise ,  but dey say a t  de end of the 

nine mornings dey would be rid of dey enemies .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 69 8) , 947  : 8 . ] 
1649 . Yo ' could take de same thing ah tole yo ' about de success an ' den yo ' 

could take three buckets of watah an ' pitch out yore do ' an ' yo ' scrub it - yo ' 
know , right in front yore do ' ,  lak yore s teps in front . Take that an ' that ' ll 
keep ' em from doin ' yo ' any harm . 

(Just three buckets of  water , that is all you us e? ) 
Jis ' three buckets of watah , clear watah . J is ' keep throwin ' dat out dere 

ever ' mawnin ' roun '  s ix a ' clock - see , aftah yo '  say yore prayers .  Yo ' git three 
buckets , if yo ' got a hydrant in yore home - yo ' know whut ah mean , inside yore 
house , j is '  pitch out de three buckets of watah an ' make yore wish . S ee ,  any 
evil works - cus lotsa people work de evil yo ' understan ' . 

(That will keep down the evil? ) 
De three buckets of watah - dat ' s  suppos ed tuh be the Father , Son an '  de Holy 
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Ghos t .  
' ,,-( S ay that when you put i t  down? ) 

Y�s . [ Alg i er s , La . , ( 1 59 4 ) , 2 9 9 7 : 1 .  ] 
1�50 .  Why she was down s ick an ' dey couldn ' t  fin ' no remedy ' tall fo ' ' er 

so �nc le Wins ton , dey sont fo ' l im an ' he found a cro s s ed piece up under de le f t  
. .-- - side o f  her b ed .o I t  had some o f  ' er hay [ h air ] in it and some o f  ' er raimints -

near raimint dat go clo s e  to d e  body , an ' h e  put it in de runnin ' s tr eam and dat 
family runned o f f  and dey nevah b een seen no mo l .  [Wo rd raiment lingers on from 
King James Vers ion o f  Bib le . ]  [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 70 1 ) , 9 58 : 6 . ] 

1 6 51 . One dat I have s een in mah lifetime to b e  - ah ' ve s een di s . My mo ther 
she was vis it ing a neighbor acro s s  a milldam and , well , ah don ' t  know whut 
[ quarrel ] r i s e  agains t [ b e tween] them . But anyway , ah was a little baby fellah -
ah could r ememb er dat - ah was about nine years o ld .  An' she goes over that 
evening to vis i t  and on her way back , why al l at once she got weakened down on 
de milldam so much so dat she cou ldn ' t cro s s  - had t o  go right down to her knee 
an ' crawl . An ' dere was an ' o le man me t h er . Sh e was on de way home an ' dis o le 
man lived across de mi lldam , why he was on de way tuh his home an '  he met her on 
de milldam . An' he as t her whu t  was de mat ter , he s ay s , "Whut is de mat ter wi t 
chew so much s o dat yo ' gotta crawl . "  

She say , "Ab d on ' t know . Ah got weakened down when ah g o t  on de milldam - ah 
go t  weakened down s o  much s o  ah can ' t stand up . "  

He say , " Aw ,  s t an '  up anyhow . "  
She say , "Ab can ' t s t and up . "  
He caught her an ' he kind a l i f t  her up an ' he looked at her . He ' d  taken de 

b onnet o f f  her haid an ' throw i t  in de milldam , throw it ovah in de water an ' de 
b onnet went swimming o f f  down de mi l ldam like unto a b ird - quick j es t  like a 
b ir d  righ t on down de milldam . 

An ' he said , "Now gi t  up an ' g o  on home . "  
An ' j es '  whut - dey s ay da t if you t ake the hat of a p er s on an ' throw it into 

de running water , why dat p er s on will t ravel all along during de time . 
(Well , why did he throw this hat of your mo ther ' s  into the milldam ? ) 
Say dat the tT'iak that worked on her , worked on h er through her bonnet - well , 

de wa ter wou ld take it an ' carry it away an ' event ' ly [ eventually ] all de evil . 
(That was in her hat - caus ed that t rouble . )  
Caus ed that troub le .  
(He t old her that the t roub le was from her hat , didn ' t he? ) [ He says this but 

I am trying f o r  a better s tatement and any addit ional detail . ]  
In d e  ha t .  An ' he ' d  taken the hat o f f  an ' throwed it into de wat er . Well , de 

water had t aken it an ' carried it on of f ,  an ' immed iately she got up an ' went on 
ab out her bus ines s .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 83 ) , 1590 : 14 . ] 

1 6 5 2 . They c laim that they can make you s tep over mo s t  anyth ing to hurt you . 
They c laim if you ' r e an enemy to h im ,  he will put down something under the door 
fo r you ; and i f  you s t ep over tha t , then they go t  you like they want you . In 
four o r  f ive days you feel an ailment coming to you . Then you go to a hoodoo 
abator and he ' ll explain to you what happened to you . He ' ll say there ' s  s ome
thing pZanted at your doorstep . You go back home and get it up and b ring i t  back 
to him , and he ' ll do s ome thing to i t  [ dress i t ]  and g ive i t  back to you to carry 
to running water , s outh running water , and that wi ll go b ack to the person a f t er 
you to hurt you . [ Freder i cksburg , Va . ,  ( 39 ) , Ed . ]  

1 6 5 3 . (You think this was an actual fact? ) 
I b e lieve i t ' s  a actual fact b ec aus e  the young boy lives righ t in thi s town 

now , but he ' s  no t here in this house . 
Well , the reason why I b elieve that to b e  a fact . They say tha t a person does 
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thing s to you like that and you cro s s es running water , why it do es away with the 
spell as long as you s tay over - acro s s  that wa ter . Well , there ' s a young fel low 
lives r igh t here [ in Elizab e th City ] and he ' s  been to the asylum , I gues s , four 
times . Every t ime he cro s s es Alb ermarle Sound going to Goldsbor o , when he ge t s  
ther e he ' s  m o r e  s ens e than the man tha t carries him . 

[ To cross Alberma rle Sound on the way from E li zabeth C i ty ,  North Ca ro lina , t o  
Go ld sboro , could sound strang e today , but back i n  t h e  early 1930 ' s  a mental 
patient would take the train f rom E li zabe th City to Edenton , fer ry s ome miles 
acro s s  Alb ermarle Sound to Skinnersville , and continue by t rain to Go ldsboro . 
As I have no t ed elsewhere even my t rain t rip f rom Waycro s s  to Brunswick , Geo rgia , 
was a s low and tedious affair . ]  

And he ' s  ther e now . He ' s  there now and ge t t ing a long well and waiting on th e 
tables - no mor e  the mat ter with him in the wo rld than when he f ir s t  star ted . He 
married a gir l here and this girl ' s  mo ther seemed to b e one o f  tho s e  fixers , yo� 
know , and she put tho s e  spells on this boy - that ' s  what they said , and she d i ed , 
and they say i f  a per son dies that put tho s e  spells on you , you can ' t  never b e  
cured . You can b e  cured as long as they live , but i f  they d ied wi thout you b eing 
cured , why i t ' s  an impo s s ibility [ see p . 39 6 ] . That ' s  wha t  they tell me . 
[ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (441) , 411 : 5 . ] 

1654 . See , when a p erson ' s  luck is arossed an ' yo ' wants tub unaross yore 
luck , yo '  go cro s s  watah but den yo ' don ' t  come back d e  way yo ' go acro ss . When 
you g i t  middleways o f  dat wat ah , yo ' g i t  chew thr ee pieces of any kind o f  money -
any three , any thing yo ' got three pi eces o f  money , an ' yo '  throws i t  ovah yo re 
left shoulder an ' make yore wish . But when yo ' come back - i f  yo ' go ' cross , 
see , on dis side , right ' long heah , we ll yo ' come b ack . Well , yo ' don ' t  come 
back on dis s ide , yo ' g o ' cros s  de right side goin ' ' cros s  an ' d en come back 
across de r ight side - leave yore left s ide be b ack when yo ' comin ' back . Don ' t  
come s t raight ' cro ss back dat s ame spo t where yo ' went acro s s , cause yo ' b ring in ' 
luck back wi th yo ' .  But i f  yo '  go acro s s  dere an ' den come acro s s  ano thah p lace , 
yo ' br eaks yore [arossed ] luck - cros s in '  any kinda runnin ' wat ah . 

(You cro s s  - now ,  fo r examp le , if we cro s s  on the f erry coming over here - we 
come acro s s  on the ferry , throw the money into the water . Then , how do we go 
back? Right back on the f erry again? ) 

No . I f  dey got anothah f erry , if yo ' go t any kinda way , don ' t go b ack on d is 
same-fer ry . Go back on anothah f as ter even , but if dere ' s ano thah f erry s ome
wher e an ' yo ' kin g it to i t , go on anothah f erry at clos er dis tanc� and go cro s s  
d a t  watah . 

(And you go to your r ight or t o  your le f t ? )  
To your right . 
(You turn and go to your right . I f  I cros s on the ferry over here , I would go 

to my right going back? ) 
Yassuh . [Algiers , La . ,  ( 157 7 ) , 290 6 : 6 . ] 
1655 . Well , j es '  lak i f  dey put any th ing down fa ' yo ' an ' yo ' f inds i t . Lak 

if dey b uries anything down for you - yo ' know , dat aunjuration dey calls i t , 
make i t  little plainer to yo ' .  Well , yo ' take that chew see when yo ' ve found 
that - don ' t put chure han ' on i t . Jes ' t ake a lit t le iron o r  somep in other an ' 
take it out an ' put it in a paper sack an ' carry it to a runnin ' s t ream o f  water 
an ' throw i t  ovah yore le f t  shoulder . Turn a round three time on yore heel an ' 
say , " In d e  Name of de Lord , drive mah enemi es away f rom me . "  An ' dey can ' t do 
yo ' any harm . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 1 2 ) , 1637 : 16 . ] 

1656 . A man who dug up a b o t t le at his hous e threw i t  into running wa t er , 
threw a handf ul of salt behind i t  and said , "Go , you devi l ,  go . "  [ Baltimore , 
Md . , ( ? ) , 64 : 3+85 . ]  
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16 5 7 .  A
,

boy in de coun try said dat s omebody g ave ' im some wh iskey . He had a snake into urn .  He said ev ' ry  now an ' then i t  would turn in ' im .  An ' he said he went to s omebo dy an ' dey tole ' im to take a egg an ' f i f ty-cent s an ' walk ' cros s-
s ome runnin ' wadah . He said he di d  dat an ' he said it was all ovah He j is t  took d e  egg an ' when he got ready to go ' cros s de wadah , h e  b roke i; an ' suck �t ;  he took de f i f ty- cent an ' h eld i t  in [ le f t ] hand an ' went on ' cross , 

·
went cros s an ' th en came back . 

[ The word "lef t ll wi thin b ra ckets is in my o rig inal penci l  t rans c ription 
attached to MS ; al so a la ter no t e ,  "Check [ [ re check} } fo r left . " This means I 

asked, " Whi ch hand, " and informant replied , "Left , "  showing tha t I elimina ted 
q ues tion and answe r  to s ave sp ace . My failure to recheck ind icates my lat er 
conviction that "yes o r  noll or " two- choice" q ues t i ons are meaning les s . ]  
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 1 9 5 ) , 101 : 3 : 8 5 . ] 

1658 . I ' ve heard that if you - if s omeb ody is t ry ing to harm you - well , like 
you know me , you come to me if I know anything and you ask me about i t . Well , 
I ' ll tell you wh at to do . Now ,  you go to the river , turn around , turn your b ack 
to i t .  

(Turn your back to the river . ) 
Firs t , t o  the running wa ter , then you turn your face . 
( Oh , then you turn your face to th e river . )  
Like th i s  [ demons t rates ] . 
(Put your hands over your eye s . )  
Over your eyes and ask de Lord , "Lord , p leas e help me . "  
( " Lord , p leas e h elp me . I I ) 
I t ' s  all gone - i t ' s  all gone . [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 4 7 4 ) , 49 0 : 5 . ] 
1659 . [Whiskey is frequently fed to a pr o t e c t ive hand or to a troub lesome 

s p ir i t . ] 
Well , dey s ay if a person d ies , i f  he die cruel to yo ' or something lak dat , 

say h is spirit will come b a ck .  Wel l ,  it comes den through a dream - co ' s e d ey 
has r id me , it j es '  as na t ch ' r ' l  though as I 'm lookin ' at ch ew . Dey 

WHI SKEY j umps righ t up on yo ' an '  dey ke t ch yo ' an ' when dey ke tches yo ' ,  yo ' 
try to cal l but yo ' can ' t call - yo ' j es '  [ demons tra tes ] ( gasp - gasp ) 

j es t  lak dat until he turn yo ' loos e .  
(Trying t o  cat ch your b reath ? ) [ Fo r  a hag o r  spirit riding , see p . 135 f . ] 

Tha t ' s  r ight - until he turn yo ' loo s e  an ' yo ' kin hear ' im when h e  hit de 
floor . An' yo ' kin hear ' im when he come in , but ch ew can ' t no t see ' im .  

(This i s  a spiri t ? ) 
That ' s  righ t . 
(Well , can ' t you keep them out o f  the hous e  any way ? )  
Yo ' t ake a new piece o f  lumb er [ see p . S13 f . ] an ' take yo ' a lamp . Firs t ,  yo ' 

take that lumb er , a new piece dat never b e en used , an '  drive it righ t cros s d e  
do ' an ' s et dat lamp about thr ee and a ha lf feet from i t , an ' h e ' ll never wa lk 
in no mor e . 

(What kind o f  a lamp ? )  
Jes t a ordinary burning lamp , oil lamp . 
(Yo u keep that lamp ligh ted at night o r ? ) 

Jes ' turn it low an ' put dat piece o f  new lumb er down dere an ' yo ' won ' t b e  
bo thered with h im  any more - unles s you ' d  us e it , take i t  up . 

(Did you ever hear o f  them cat ching one o f  thos e people? Somet imes they cat ch 
them . ) 

Well , ah ' ve heard they cat ch them in a s i ft er . Yo ' takes a s i f t er an ' when 
yo '  put it over yore face , right up on yo re breas t lak that , or if i t ' s  a person 
da t have d runk whis key - if he is a wh iskey drinker , yo ' takes a l i t t le whiskey 
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yo ' put right round in dat place ,  an ' when he comes , he ' ll g it in that an ' yo ' ll 
ketch him an ' when yo ' ketch him , he ' s  j es ' a lump of  j elly . [ St . P etersburg , 
Fla . , (97 7 ) , 1583 : 7 . ] 

1660 . Take de whiskey an ' yo ' ll hear ' em movin ' aroun ' in de home an ' movin ' 
thing s , po ' some out side front de do ' , dey [ sp iri t ]  go an ' won ' t  bother you .  
[Jacksonville , Fla . , (613) , 790 : 9 . ] 

1661 . Put whiskey roun ' de do ' ,  dey [ spiri t ]  want tub drink whiskey .  [Little 
Rock , Ark . , ( 896 ) , 1467 : 14 . ] 

1662 . Any time yo ' has a b ruise why yo ' gi t ab out a tab lespoon of gunpowder 
an '  put it in whiskey an ' drink dat an '  dat will s cat ter de bruis e .  [Algiers , 
La . , ( 1575) , 2900 : 6 . ] 

1663 . I f  yo ' wanta git a spell of f  anybody , take s ome sulphur an ' put it in 
yore shoe , po ' some whiskey in dere , in yo re right shoe , an ' drink it - drink dat 
whiskey an '  sulphur right out dat shoe , see . If  anybody put a spell on yo ' , 
dat ' ll git  it  off . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1262 ) , 2145 : 5 . ]  

1664 . (If you want to keep someb ody f rom hupting you , what did you tell me 
befo re ? ) 

Tuh keep someone from huptin ' yo ' ,  yo ' d  wear garlic an ' sulphur an ' b rimstone 
an ' red p eppah an ' salt round yore wais t ,  an ' drink whiskey offa garlic [ I I I ] . 
[Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1209 ) , 2044 : 1 . ] 

1665 . Git de willow tree bark off  de sunrise , an ' den go round to de b ack 
where de sun go down an ' cut dat off , an ' he took de piece o f  sp lint er o ff dat 

an ' pick de tooth until it  b leed . An '  j es '  take dat s tick an ' carry 
WILLOW it an ' wrahp it an ' put it ovah yore do ' .  Yo ' ll nevah have no too thache 

any mo ' .  
(Which side do you get that splinter from? The sunrise s ide or s undown side? ) 

De sunrise  an ' dey go round to de sundown an ' cut i t  de s ame way , but dey g it 
de splinter f rom de sunris e .  

(But they only get one splinter? ) 
One s plinter - dat ' s  all . 
(Well , what do they do at  the sundown s ide then? ) 
Yo ' j es '  cut dat de same d irection - de same way . 
(You don ' t  do anything though? ) 
Yo ' don ' t  do anything . Jes ' cut it de s ame way , de same d irection - cut it 

lak dat e But yo ' git dat splinter out de sunris e  an ' go down round de sunset 
an ' do de s ame thing - lak ah tell yo ' ' b out dis tidewater . 

(What d id you say before? Did you s ay some thing that you pick your teeth ? )  
P ick yore tooth till i t  b leeds , den sp it i t  out an ' yo ' take dat sp linter an ' 

carry it  an ' tie it up in a rag an ' put it ovah de do ' .  [ Florence , S . Car . , 
( 1291) , 2190 : 15 . ] 

1666 . I say C lark built dis house . I t  wears de name Clark Ho tel , an '  had he 
of  died wit disp leasure an ' los t  i t  by death , an ' yo ' buy it an ' come in an ' he 

don ' t want chew to have it , dey say yo '  replace some 
WOOD ( 1 )  p lace on it wit new b o ' ds - dat ' ll keep him away . 

NEW WOOD�INST SPIRITS (That will keep his sp irit away . )  
[All interviewing was done at Clark Hot el (colored ) ; 

whethe r within the city limits o f  St . P etersburg , I do not know . We pas s ed 
through Memphistown (Negro sett lement) to reach it  - see No . 214 , p . 60 . ] [ St .  
Petersburg , Fla . , (969 ) , 1596 : 9 . ]  

1667 . I was living in an o ld house up on the railroad and every night there 
·used to come a knocking . And if I would knock three times , it would knock three 
t imes . So I went and told my father I was going to move from up ther e .  So he 
told me to get two piece$ of new lumb er that never was a nail in and put a p iece 
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over the front door and back door . I never heard it any more . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  ( 7 7 ) , Ed . ]  

1668 . One new piece of lumber on s tep and one over door to keep ghos t away . 
[Jacksonville , Fla . , (563) , 702 : 3 . ] 

1669 . To make it more quiet around the hous e they go  to work and s ome peop le 
put s  on doors to keep them from worrying them . I remember one time we had s ome
thing like that occur to us . They would come in and you could hear kindling pop 
like they were getting their supper or something . They done that along about 
twelve or one o ' clock . That was a f arm they used to  live on before the War 
[ Civil War ] . My f ather , he sugges t ed that they put on new doors and new window 
screens and it  would stop them . We did . We put them on and we didn ' t hear any
thing more of them . That was in King William County , Virginia , near fifty years 
ago [ 1886 ] . 

[A new door on the hous e confuses the sp irit ; he does not recogniz e  his old 
home . New window s creens s erve the same purpose . Ins t ead of a new door , it  is 
sometimes repainted - see No . 1038 , p . 395 . ] [Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  ( 30) , Ed . ]  

1670 . Change doors and locks if spiri t comes back . [ Changing locks is rare . ] 
[ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 36 ) , Ed . ]  

1671 . Yo ' buy three bo ' ds of new lumber an ' nail  two on de outside of yore 
hous e an ' one in de  hous e with new nails , an ' dey s ay de ghos ts will nevah come 
there . [Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 2 39 4 : 9 . ] 

1672 . Put a hors eshoe up ovah de  do ' an ' that will keep ' em away - de spirit 
or ghos t away . Or either yo ' kin take new timber , a piece of new wood , an ' j es t  
throw it  up on top [ of the hous e ] . That will keep them away . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 1454) , 2644 : 17 . ]  . 

1673 . I f  s ome party ' s  dead and dey don ' t like you , wal , dey worry yuh . Yo ' 
wanta go git chew a brand-new p iece of bo ' d  and you wanta put it  in yore hous e ; 
yo ' ll puts it  on de out side of  your hous e - got ' a  put fo ' nails in it , one to de 
fo ' corners . Dere ' s  fo ' corners to a bo ' d .  Put f o ' nails in dat and throw it 
in de house and call dat person name and dere won ' t b e  nobody worry yuh no more . 

(You throw it in the hous e? ) 
Throw it underneath the hous e .  
(Bu t  you nail i t  into the house firs t , outs ide . )  
Yeah , yo ' nail it  outs ide . 
(Then you throw it into the house? ) [This into probab ly intent ional . ]  
Den yo ' throw it underneat ' de house and nuthin nevah worry yuh no mo ' .  

[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 525) , 6 31 : 1 . ] 
16 74 . Nor do they [ spirits ] appear in a newly bui lt hous e .  [ Fredericksburg , 

Va . , ( 3 7 ) , Ed . ]  
1675 . Nail a bo ' d  clear around . See , dat ' s  tuh keep ' em  from comin ' cros s 

any way atall - a new piece of bo ' d  all de way round de house . An '  dey says dere 
cain ' t  no ghost cross it - new lumber .  

[New lumber completely round the hous e ,  often a small cabin ,  would mean either 
laths or small s labs from small lumber . This belief comes f rom the second of the 
two boy-gipZs (b ecaus e they wore men ' s  slacks ) I interviewed - see comment on 
hermaphrodites in Introduct ion . ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 143 2 ) , 2593 : 1 . ] 

· 1676 . Any time dat lightnin ' s trike a tree , why yo ' kin 
WOOD ( 2 )  take a piece of  dat , yo ' s ee , an '  us e it  fo r any kind of  

STRUCK BY LIGHTNING pains lak da t e  
(How would you us e i t ? ) 

Well , yo ' boil i t  yo ' see an ' yo ' wash yores elf , bathe in i t . [Algiers , La . ,  
(1575) , 2899 : 7 . ] 

1677 . Ah don ' t know if dey us e  it fo ' de same thing , but ah know 1ak a tree 
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dat b een s truck by lightnin ' dataway , an ' yo ' go in d e  s ide - yo ' s ee , yo ' take 
a t ree where d e sun rise at it ' s  practic ' ly smooth cause it pres s ed [ eas t side  of 
tree has smooth bark because sun presses it ] , whereas it  goes down dat draws it 
� [ wes t s ide of  tree has rough bark b ecaus e sun draws it ] .  Well , aftah de tree 
is struck by lightnin ' an ' yo ' taken dat bark o f f  of it , dey claim dat i f  a man 
is subj ect wit rheumatical pains , s ee - takin ' an ' boilin ' dat b ah ' k  an '  yo ' see 
puttin ' dat in his watah when he bath e ,  he ' ll be p ract ic ' ly himsel f , yo ' see . 
Where i t  s truck wit ligh tnin ' , i f  it s truck on de wes t side . S ee ,  on de eas t 
s ide of de tree she pres s de bark of f de tree pre t ty smooth . When she goes down 
she draws . See . Take it from dat bah ' k  on de wes t s ide fo ' rheumatical pain -
i t ' s  de b es t  pain dat it  evah wus us ed fo ' .  [New Or leans , La . , ( 15 60) , 2855 : 5 . ] 

1 6 7 8 . Ah heard if de lightnin ' s trike a tree an ' yo ' kin go dere where dat 
lightnin ' s trike dis tree an ' g it some of dat bark offa de tree an ' boil it  good ; 
if yo ' got  a pers on dat any person ' s  b een s ick for a long t ime or su fferin ' wit 
rheumatism or somepin like dat , or been hurt in whiskey or anything - let ' em 
drink dat tea offa dat bark an ' d ey will gain dere s trength back . 

( I f they have been hurt - you mean tricked? ) 
If dey been tricked in any kinda thing . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1188) , 2005 : 8 . ] 
16 7 9 . I t  will cure de asthmee . I f  it been s truck by lightnin ' ,  yo ' take it 

an ' yo ' boil it an ' make a tea o f  it an ' drink it an ' it  will shure cure de 
asthmee . 

(Any kind o f  a tree that has b een s t ruck by lightning? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2830 : 3 . ] 
1680 . Dey git de lightnin ' -s truck tree - a pine or what not , an ' it  cure de 

thrush . Jes ' take an ' boil it an ' make tea out of  i t an '  g ive it to whosomevah 
have de thrush - dat will cure i t . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1391) , 249 7 : 6 . ] 

1681 . It ' s  good f o ' , understan ' , fo ' a person dat ' s  sick an ' it ' s  good fo ' 
luck .  Yo ' kin use dat e Yo ' take about - ah say about fo ' or f ive sp linter s  an ' 
us e ' em  as a - yo ' got ' a  chip ' em up real fine , see , ' caus e dem splinters come 
from a tree f rom lightnin ' .  I t ' s  no t lak ord ' ary sp linters when yo ' cut i t  an ' 
shave it from wood . Dere are re ' ly kinda b ark , understan , an ' dey ' ve got rough 
ends , but yo ' got ' a  smoo th these ends down an ' use turpentine on ' em  fo ' a s ick 
per s on .  That ' s  to  give ' em  bettah health . Unders tan ' ,  i f  yo ' wanta put a p erson 
in b ad luck [ long digr ess ion about bad luck follows ] • • • •  

An '  den yo ' kin use it [ lightning-s truck wood ]  wit turpentine if a person is 
s ick . Yo ' put it [ splinters ] underneath his bed under de mat tress an '  i t ' s  good 
fo ' recovery f o ' dem o [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 269 6 : 4 . ] 

1682 . Well , dey say f o ' n ' ins tance now ,  if a oak tree wus right out dere an ' 
de lightnin ' s trike it an ' which an ' i t  kill de part i t  s t rikes , wel l  dat makes 
dat wood turn brown . Well , yo ' j es '  go dere an '  take yore axe an ' cut yo ' a 
piece o f  dat oak bark an ' br ing i t home an ' chip it  up fine j es '  like yo ' would 
Irish potatoes an ' put it into a pot an '  boil it - make a tea of f it an ' drink 
it , an ' yo ' hoI ' i t on dat tooth .  I t ' ll shore stop d e  toothache - ah know dat e 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1182 ) , 1994 : 8 . ]  

1683 . A tr ee whut ' s  struck by ligh tnin ' ,  yo ' kin git  dat an ' make too thpicks 
tuh use fo ' yore teeth an ' yo ' ll nevah have the too thache . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1549) , 2816 : 5 . ] 

1684 . I f  yo ' got  de too thache , yo ' see , yo ' go where de lightnin ' struck a 
tree on de no ' th side . If yo '  have de toothache or de neuralg ia , yo ' go where de 
lightnin ' s truck dat tree on de no ' th s ide , git  a sp linter an ' pick dat gum - dat 
leaves yo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 12 23 ) , 2079 : 3 . ] 

1685 . Well , if it wus s truck wit de ligh tnin ' - if yo ' have toothache yo '  
know , yo '  take [ a  splinter from ] the r oot of  it an ' picks yore tooth unti l  yore 
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t eeth bleed wher e d e  t eeth ' g in on top [ pick the gum] , d en bo ' a ho le an ' put it 
[ splin t er ] in d e  tree . Dey say dat will cure yo ' too th . 

(Wha t  t r ee do you put tha t in? You don ' t go back to the same t ree? ) 
De tree dat d e  1 igh tnin ' s t ruck , yo ' kin put i t  in dat t r ee , or yo ' kin pu t  it 

in anothah one , i t  doesn ' t  make no d i f f ' r ence . [ Fayet t evi lle ,  N .  Car . , (1435) , 
2601 : 1 .  ] 

1 686 . Ah heard whu t  hit abou t but hit wi l l  do yo ' good . Yo ' t ake a splin ter 
f rom a tree whut s truck by 1igh tnin ' an ' trim it off clean an ' pick yo re t ee th 
wit i t , an ' go t o  a ' s immon tree an ' cut i t  o ff ' bout dat long an ' split de 
' s immon tree an ' drive i t  in - drive de sp linter in dere where yo ' p ick yore 
t eeth wi th it for de toothache . An ' drive dat sp linter in dere an ' tie a s t ring 
around it an ' le t  it s t ay dere , an ' dat stop yore t ee th from ach in ' . Dat ' s  all 
ah heered ab out i t . [ Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 128) , 1833 : 9 . ] 

1687 . I t ' s  f ine f o ' too thaches . 
(Tha t wood from a tree s truck by ligh tning ? )  

Yes . 
(What do you do at firs t ,  now? ) 

Yo ' git that piece of tha t t imber that ' s  b een s t ruck by de 1igh tnin ' an ' g it 
de b lood from round de tooth , s omewhere near d e  tooth dat aches , an ' carry that 
to a t ree , a o ak t r ee , de no ' th s id e  of i t , an ' pull de b ark down an ' put that 
b lood in ther e an ' s hove it back up , an ' that kills yore toothache . [ Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1543) , 27 94 : 3 . ] 

1688 . Ah said a t re e  s t ruck by 1ightnin ' ,  if yo ' don ' t want dat per s on no way 
' bout chure home - to s t ay ' way f rom dere . Now , yo ' kin go t uh dat t ree an ' yo ' 
kin g i t  chew three chip o f fa dat tree , an '  yo ' [ t ake] one an ' put it ovah yonder 
ovah dat do ' ovah dere , one put cher e , an ' one put chere , an ' he won ' t be ab le 
tuh come dere . He ' ll s t eer an ' go on right on ' cro s s - he won ' t come disaway , he 
go right on di s away . Well , dat ' s  all ah heer ed about a 1 ightnin ' t ree . 

(You put the three chips in a row going to your hous e? The three righ t  in a 
row? ) 

Dat ' s  right . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 13 3 1 ) , 2292 : 8 . ] 
1689 . Ah heard that if yo ' wanta keep anyb ody from hurtin ' yo ' wi th roots , 

tuh go to a 1ightnin ' - s truck tr ee an ' cut yo '  o f f  a p iece o f  it an ' don ' t let it 
t ouch d e  ground unt il yo ' git ready tuh put it in de g round . Be sur e  yo ' hold it 
whilst yo ' cut it an ' don ' t let it hit de ground . An ' cut chew o f f  fo ' splint er , 
split chew fo ' s t akes o f  i t  an ' carry d em  home with yo ' an ' drive dem fo ' s takes 
to de fo ' corner s o f  yore hous e ,  an ' der e  won ' t  b e  no danger o f  nobo dy put t in ' 
down any roots or any thing roun ' yore p lace to hurt chew . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 1456) , 2648 : l . }  

169 0 .  Ah ' ve heard dat chew - j es '  like i f  yo ' want tub do somep in other , 
any thing dat chew wanta do , why yo '  kin go t o  a thunder-s trucken tree an ' git 
j es ta chip o f f  dat tree , an ' yo ' t ake i t  an ' go to de fo ' ks o f  a road , where de 
roads c ross es , an ' yo ' s tick i t  down dere , an ' when yo ' s t ick i t  down dere , j es t  
like i f  yo ' wanted a person dat done somepin to yo ' ,  yo ' call his name three 
t imes an ' s ay , "In de Name of de Fa ther , Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  let no t dis t roub le 
come upon me . "  Well , now dat ' s  all ah ' ve heard ab out dat . 

(You can do almo s t  anything you want t o  by doing that out ther e ? ) 
Yassuh .  
(You can tell them t o  leave o r  you can tell them t o  s t op b o thering - you can 

t ell th em almos t any th ing ? That the idea ? ) 
Yas s uh . [Waycros s ,  G a . , (1161) , 19 36 : 2 . ]  
169 1 .  Ah ' m gon ' a t ell yo ' - yo ' wanta know whut would yo ' do to keep ' em  from 

harmin ' yo ' .  Well , yo ' ll g i t  in a path or road dat come f rom yore do ' .  Yo ' ll 
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dig a ho le wit chure tablespoon and when yo '  dig that hole , yo ' ll go an ' take 
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a aig - any kind of a hen aig , j es '  long as i t  a aig , and den yo ' ll take two 
s ticks o f  a lightnin ' -s t rike tree - yo ' know what ah mean , an ' yo ' ll nail them 
down on each side of  that aig - wit dat aig down in de hole . [This is a mock 
burial - the egg a body and the two s ticks the headboard and footboard o f  a 
g rave . ]  An ' then yo ' ll take yo ' some phys ic salts , an ' yo ' ll take that physic 
salt s an ' sulphur an ' b1ues tone an ' make a powders o f  that , an ' yo ' kin put i t  
down dere where that aig is , an ' yo ' set i t  down an ' kiver it  up . De parties 
who dat yo ' say ,  or  anybody who yo ' think will harm yo ' ,  why then when yo ' done 
put dat down , yo ' ll curse it . An ' when yo ' curse i t yo ' j es '  kick at ' em , and 
den go turn yore back - don ' t nevah look back.  Now , that ' s  the s tory of that as 
fur as ah know . 

Well , now if a man walk ovah that and i f  yo ' do lak that , it caus es me , i f  ah 
aim tuh do yo ' s ome harm - all o f  that will come back to me . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1382) , 24 54 : 5 . ] 

1692 . Git brims tone an ' den git - dere ' s  s omethin ' grows in de woods dey call 
Indian turnip or Indian potatuh [ j ack-in-the-pulpit ] - it looks 1ak a .  

( I  know - kind o f  like a po tato ? )  
Yes . Well , dey takes that an ' goes in d e  woods where d e  1ightnin '  strike a 

tree - i f  i t ' s  a dead tree i t ' s  all right an ' if it ' s a gr een one , j es '  so de 
1ightnin ' s trike it an ' scat t er de splinters , de splinters j es '  fly in diff ' rent 
direct ions . Dem splinters will go in dif f ' rent directions an ' den yo ' mus t take 
dem splint ers after yo ' p ick up ' em an ' den burn ' em t ill yo ' git de ashes , an ' 
den compound dat ' tater up wit it  an ' put dem two together an ' sprinkle dat roun ' 
de hous e .  Well , he can ' t  come up there . 

(That is  if anybody is trying to put anything down for you - harm you . ) 
Yes - dat ' ll change his mind , that will kill it , he can ' t come ovah it . 
(That wi ll kill what he puts down? ) 
Yessuh , he j es '  can ' t come ovah it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2398 : 6 . ] 
169 3 .  [ Although lightning-s truck wood is  us ed for cures and protection , it  

can also be dangerous : ]  
I t ' s  bad luck tuh burn it - de tree struck by 1ightnin ' . [Wilson , N . Car . , 

( 1508) , 26 7 6 : 9 . ] 
1694 . I f  yo ' use de wood of a 1ightnin ' -striked tree - if  yo ' us e de wood ,  

de 1ightnin ' would st rike yore house . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1233 ) , 2089 : 11 . ] 
1695 . I f  yo ' wa1kin ' by yo ' se1f at nigh t , j es '  stick ' em back o f  yore ear -

de matches . Dey say dat will keep anything from s carin ' yo ' .  Dat ' s  all ah hear 

WOOD ( 3 )  
SPIRITS FEAR MATCHES 

about mat ches . 
(Jus t one back o f  each ear? ) 
Yessuh , behin ' each ear . [ Sumter , S .  C . , ( 13 5 5 ) , 237 5 .: 2 . ] 
1696 . See , 1ak de haid o f  de bed , takes de match es an ' 

cross ' em ,  dey cross ' em  j es '  1ak dat up undah de p i11ah an ' go on tuh sleep . 
Dat supposed tuh drive spirits away i f  de spirits are worryin ' yo ' when yo ' kilt 
someone . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1521) , 2712 : 13 . ] 

169 7 . Yo ' take de  matches if yo ' goin ' anywhere in de night an ' scared - j es '  
take dem matches , take two , an ' stick one right in yo ' haid . Put de strikin ' 
part di s way [ demons trat es ] . 

(You take the sulphur part and set it in your head over your forehead - right 
up through your hair . )  

An '  dat will cross [ demonstrates ] .  
(You make a cross . )  [ The match in the hair crosses the match held in the 

mouth . ]  
An '  put one in de mout ' an ' go anywhere yo ' wants - yo ' won ' t  be s cared ata11 
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an ' nuthin won ' t bother yo ' ,  not a thing . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 13 64) , 2424 : 3 . ]  
1698 . I f they gets holt of your hair and you want to prevent the misery and 

ev ' ry what they have , you ' ll cross those mat ches in your haid . You wear that , or 
either put sulphur in the mole of your head , and it will kill that out . Wear 
the sulphur in the mole of your head . 

(How do you cross those matches in your head? ) 
You ' ll put one this way and one this way - j ust make a cross through your 

hair , right in the mole of  your head . 
(Jus t us e two matches ? )  
You kin use three . [ Thi s is the double-cross as well as the Trinity . ]  
(Three . )  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 710) , 9 7 9 : 3 . ]  
1699 . They take and cros s three matches in the haid - that ' s  i f  you got a 

headache . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (7 31) , 1002 : 4 . ]  
1700 . Ah heard of ' em  takin ' nine matches ,  if  yo ' have a severe headache . 

Yo ' take nine matches an ' yo ' cros s them nine mat ches an ' yo ' put ' em  dif f ' rent 
places - j es '  dif f ' rent places in yore home , an ' if i t ' s  anyone causin ' yo ' tuh 
have that headache or that pain , or any thing yo ' might have , in nine hours or 
nine days dey ' 11 app eah dere . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2830 : 10 . ] 

1701 . Say , if you got headache and you done taken things to cure it and it  
don ' t  cure i t  - s o , you see , they got two co lor matches in a box . You see , you 
take a red ma tch - you know them red p ' ints , and you take a blue one . Well , you 
put one in your hair like this ,  and you put the other one like that - see , you 
cross ' em in your hair . 

(Like an "X" - like a cross ? )  
Jus t  like "X" - and you wear it in your hair for nine days and then your head

ache begin to pass off . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 8 3 ) , 1088 : 1 . ]  
1702 . [Lightwood in Southern Uni ted States means p ine , of ten the Georgia or 

long-leaf p ine (Pinus pa lustris Mill) . Lighters are small p ieces of  pitch- filled 
pine used in s tarting a fire ; thes e coming from a lighter pine or lightwood tree . 

Lighters app ear somewhat frequent ly in other rites 
� ( 4) but rarely in cures and protection . ] 

LIGHTWOOD AND LIGHTER P INE Take some lighters . You get them from o ffen the 
north s ide of a p ine , you know , the lighter pine , 

1ightwood , and make splinters of  i t . [ Except in this rite , lighters come from 
any side or  part of the pine . ]  Chew make nine and dig a hole . You get these 
sticks , now , o ffen this pine and you get it offen the north s ide and you take and 
make nine splinters of  it . You make ' em s o  many inches long , j us t  as long as you 
wish . Make notches in them j ust as many as you wish to make , you see . Most in 
general you j us t  make nine . And you dig a hole such a depth , I think round about 
twelve inches 'or eighteen in the ground . Then you cros s them and make your wish . 

(How do you mean cross them? ) 
You put ' em  across like that in the ground . 
(Like a rail fence ? )  
Yeh , like a rail fence - only they ' re sticking in the ground though.  You 

s t ick ' em  down and cross ' em  like that . That ' s to purwent anyone from inter
fering with you around this home . [ Eli zabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 558 : 13 . ] 

WOOD (5)  
WOOi5PEcKER WOOD 

1703 . Now yo ' take a woodpecker - now , he ' ll g it up an ' he ' ll 
peck a hole in a tree . Well now , yo '  take dat sap [wood 
pecking s ]  - dat inside whut he pick out dere , yo ' take dat an ' 
yo ' kin powder it  up an ' yo ' kin use hit fo ' sicknes s .  Yo ' 

take dat wood he peck out dere an ' yo '  carry it home an ' yo ' keep i t  in a box or 
somep in , an ' .  i t ' s  1ak if you have a toothache , yo ' take one s�linter [ I ! I ]  o f  dat , 
pick yore teeth unt il it bleeds .  Wel l , yo ' take dat b lood den an ' yo ' wipe it on 
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a s ilk piece of cloth . Af t er yo ' wip e it on a s i lk piec e  of cloth , yo ' t ake dat 
lit t l e  s i lk p iece an ' carry it an ' put it in d e  f ir e  - kinda pu t it right under 
de grate [ under a brick ]  in de f ireplace . When yo ' put it under dere yo ' s peak 
two wo rds , s ay , " S tay t il l . "  Don ' t nevah say nuthin els e .  Jes t say , "S tay t ill , 
s t ay t i l l  [ dooms day ] . "  Well , now dat cures de too tha ch e on yo ' .  [ Waycros s ,  G a . , 
( 10 9 7 ) , 1 7 73 : 4 . ] 

1 7 0 4 . A woo d lou s e  is good fo ' ya1lah j a ' ndice . Yo ' t ake nine wood lous e an ' 
put i t  in sweet milk an '  feed it to d e  person an ' dat kill de ya1lah j a ' nd ice . 

[ Sum t er , S .  C ar . , ( 13 6 4 ) , 2409 : 1 . ] 
WOOD LOUSE 170 5 . A wood rat . Y ou can take that rat ' s  skin and dry it and make 

him eat it and that ' ll s top h im f rom we t t ing the b ed .  
WOOD RAT [ The more u sual f o lklore remedy is eat ing a mouse prepared many ways 

(Nos . 6 308- 6309 ) ;  s �milar cur es being a he ad lous e eat en (No . 63 06 ) , 
or dr inking t ea from "wh i t e  dropp ing s o f  a dog " (No . 6 3 0 2 )  - FACI , 2ed . , .  19 6 5 , 
p .  289 . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 1352 : 6 .  J 

HANDS 

MAGIC HELPERS 

[ What i s a hand? A hand is a mag i c  helper , an ob j ec t  or ac t , wh i ch aids a 
p erson in ob taining a des ire . Aladdin ' s  lamp was no t a hand b ecaus e anyone could 
r ub it to activat e the indwell ing sp ir it . Qui t e  otherwis e  a hand concerns known 
user - i t  b eing dPessed , powered for him alone , usual ly toward a s ing le purpos e . ] 

[We have already examined many handS : the B Lack Cat Lucky Bone ( pp . 7 4- 9 7 ) ;  
h ea l ing hands in Cure and Prot e c t ion (pp . 4 l0-5 l9 ) ; divining hands in Diagnosis 
(pp . 165- 2 l7 ) , part icularly the ta Zking hand� Jack (pp . 190- l9 3 ) . Ta Zking hand 
reminds me tha t hand has o ther names , among th em - toby� guide� shie Zd� root8 � 
mojo � jomo ( transposit ion of syllables in mojo ) , and hoodoo bag . ] 

[Of inter e s t  are what I name battery handS - tho s e  that los e  str eng th and mus t 
b e  recharg ed or th ey weaken and die . Recharg ing is c alled feeding and sub s tances 
fed are whiskey , perfumes , urine and o ther liquid s . Spirits do not eat so l id 
food . A s pir i t  o f  course never dies ; it merely desert s its temporary dwelling 
p lace . Simi larly , d eser t ion happens to a los t hand - some informan t s  believing 
the hand returns to it s maker ! ]  

[A hand can b ecome a fet ish , even a part o f  oneself . Mos t ins t ruct ive here . 
are Ziving handS - the unfor tunat e chicken (No . 205 , p . 5 8 ) , and the two wandering 
snakes (No . 2 3 9 , p . 66 . ] 

1 7 0 6 . An ' ah g o t  somep in r igh t  cher e  now in mah po cket - cour s e  ah ' ll show it 
t o  yo ' . [ He shows i t . ]  

(What do you call that ? )  
AUTHOR SEES HAND Ah cou ldn ' t  t el l  you exac t ly . 

( I t ' s  wrapp ed up in a piece o f  cloth with rub b er [ elas tic 
band ] around i t  - l ike a lit tle b ag . ) 

Yes s ir , an ' yo '  t o t e  that in yore r ight pocket an ' anything yo ' go in you 
will b e  succes s ful - ' fore yo ' g i t  there yo ' l l know i t : if i t  on yore mind t o  
don ' t do tha t , don ' t do it ; if i t  on yore mind t o  do it , go ahead an ' do it an ' 
yo ' ll b e  succes sful . 

(Do you know what ' s  in the b ag ? )  
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No s ir , ah d on ' t  know . 
(You b ought it from s omeb ody? ) 

Yes s ir . [ S t . Peter sbur g , Fla . , (1024) , 165 6 : 2 . ] 
170 7 . You take an old toadfPOg and you gut him and you spread him on top of a 

hous e and you let him dry , and then you take him and g rind him , mash him up real 
fine , and then you s ew tha t in a lit tle sack about this s i ze , s ew  i t  up goo d . I f  
anybody t ries t o  harm you , al l you d o  i s  put th is in your pocket and t o t e  thi s 
here along in your pocket and then that wil l  drive the enemy away . He can ' t  harm 
you at all . 

[ Informant shows smal l  b ag . ]  
(What is in that sack there? What is that for ? )  
That is dried frog f e et . 
(What is that for ? ) 
Tha t is to keep all enemies down . 
(You have that in the shape o f  a triangle . )  
No , that ' s  in the shap e of a heart . [See mar g in- t i t le Heart-Shap ed Hand. ] 

[New Or leans , La . ,  (812) , 1141 : 5 . ] 
1708 . [ Informant t ells this s t ory b ackwards - f ir s t  par t  being " d e  ole fo lks 

would s ay , "  and s econd par t  his own exp er i ence . This sort o f  thing happ ened 
of t en (s ee No . 10 , p . 7 ) . S omet imes the imp ers onal or anonymous 

ADAM-ANO-EVE p art containing no essential informat ion could b e  omi t ted . Here 
the f ir s t  p art has important detai ls ,  which show what retelling 

a s t o ry  does t o  it . The ident ity of Adam-and-Eve root is dis cus s ed in No . 109 2 , 
p .  410 . ] 

D e ole folks would say yo ' would take a Adam-an ' -Eve root - dat ' s  whut ah 
unders tand yo ' gotta have . Yo ' take a Adam-an ' -Eve root if he had a girl an ' he 
want her . An '  he would take that root - one is name Adam an ' de f lat one is name 
Eve , an ' d e  roun ' one is Adam . An '  he would take that an ' he would wear it on 
him fo ' three mawnin ' s  an ' he go tub runnin ' wa t ah .  An ' he wou ld �u t  Eve i n  
runnin ' watah an ' put Adam in runnin ' watah up above Eve . Den he g in tuh talk 
to i t  an' t e l l  Adam whut h e  want s Eve tuh do .  An ' he would t ake tha t b ack out 
aftah he s t ays ther e three hours , an ' he would t ake that an ' g e t  i t  back on h is 
pers on , an ' that would contro l  he r .  [ Thi s i s  one of many , many Zove hands . ] 

One t ime d er e  wus a fellah s aid his wi fe lef t home an ' co ' s e he went t o  a 
f ellah an ' ah carried him to him , an ' d e  fellah to ld h im , s ay s , "Wel l , yo ' have 
to 8it some of her clothes dat she wearin ' next t o h er b ody . "  

S o  he went an ' he got a piece of garmen t dat she wear next to her b ody , co ' s e 
he carried i t  right to him . An '  he says ,  "Now , " he s ays , "ah ' m  goin ' tuh t ake 
dis heah an ' ah wants a piec e of yor es . " 

An '  he tuk dat an ' he tuk de Adam-an ' -Eve root , an '  d en he wrapped one up in 
Adam , [ I  mean ] dat Eve in her garment . An '  tuk his ' n  an ' put dat in his garment . 

(Pu t  Adam in his garment . )  
Put Adam in runnin ' watah up ab ove that ,  an ' he put Eve down b elow that . An '  

he tole h im  tuh carry i t  t ub  runnin ' watah that would nevah go dry , an ' t ie a 
weight t o  it an ' j es '  let it s t ay ther e unt il i t  rot s  away , an ' she would come 
an ' nevah go away . 

(Now , he put Adam in his garment . )  
An '  put Eve in her garment , an ' put Adam in his garment an ' put i t  up ab ove 

dat , an ' made his wishes . 
(Whe re did he put the man ' s  garmen t ? ) 
[ These t iresome r ep et i t ions when everything is qui t e  clear o f ten produce th e 

added detai l , as here ; also show my deep concern - see I ntroduct ion . ]  
Put de man garment up ab ove in de runnin ' watah , s o  it wus runnin ' down on the 
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othah , where he would control her . An '  dat woman come back to him an ' dey livin ' 
together today . Da t ' s  de facts . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1507 ) , 2 6 7 3 : 23 . J 

1709 . Yo ' carries lodestone or yo ' carries garlic in a bag - yo ' sews that  up 
in a lit tle bag . Git chew a piece o f  garlic an '  git chew some lodest one an ' some 

of dis anvi l dust an ' a litt le sugah in there , an ' yo ' j is '  sew that 
ANVIL DUST up together in dat little  red cloth an ' yo ' keep it in yore pocket 

an '  yo ' po ' whiskey on it , an '  when yo ' goin ' in why yo ' rubs that 
in yore han ' an ' keep it in yore pocket where yo ' kin git chur e han ' on it . 

(That ' s  for luck in gamb ling ? ) 
Sho ' . 
[Lodestone = drawing power , forcing anything (money here) toward you ; garlia = 

pro t ect ion agains t evil , specif ically , agains t anyone in the game t rying to ki l l  
your gamb ling hand (see marg in-t itles Sal t  and Sex later for ki l ling a hand) ; 
anvi l dus t = durability , s t reng th ,  and abili ty to attract anything toward user ; 
sugar = peace , here the sweetening o f  comp etit ive and sometimes combative dis
posit ions round you ; red = symbol o f  life with in and a warning against intruders ; 
po ' whiskey = feeding a hand , technical term for maintaining its life ;  whis key = 

the spirit within the hand likes whiskey (see No . 77 , p . 32 ; No . 411 , p . 1 22 , and 
Index) ; rubs = rubb ing Aladdin ' s  lamp , which signals the sp irit within the hand 
to act . J [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38 ) , l5l9 : 5 . J 

1 7 10 .  (They take anvi l dus t and keep it clos e to them like lodestone? ) 
Uh-huh an ' j is '  lak , yo ' know , dey keep dat in dere pocket an ' j is ' lak dey 

gamb lin ' , dey run a han '  down in der e pocket wher e dat dus t is . Well , dey pick 
de craps up an ' ro ll ' em  on de table . Well , yo ' s ee dat anvi l  dus t is j is '  lak 
lodes tone . Well , it ' l l draw dam craps an ' make it f all on ' leben or any point 
dey ' s  trying tuh g it .  I t ' ll make ' em f all on dere . [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 
l523 : 3 . J 

1 7 11 .  Well , I ' d  say fo r ' n-instan ' [an ins tance ] a man - a woman ' s not much , 
but a man you know is the top pieae of the earth . In o ther words , if you get a 

dead man ' s hand and take it and put i t  in alcoho l and let all the 
BABY ' S HAND flesh come of f of this hand , that will molt , that hand will get 

j es '  like that ; see , the fingers  will  be drawn togethah , they ' ll 
go righ t  in like tha t . That alcohol wil l  draw it tog ethah . And then you take 
it and s ew it in a piece of red f lannel . And when you sew it in a piece of  red 
flannel , then you tot e it on you daily - care it in your bag . You ' ll make a b ag , 
tie  i t  around your wais t  and care this and you ' ll a lway s have good luck . And you 
do a baby ' s hand the same way . The bes t  hand is a baby . You get the right hand 
of a man . The baby ' s  hand i s  the bes t . I f  you can go and git a baby ' s  hand , you 
got something . [See la ter , Dead - Hands From , Thief ' s  Candle . J  [ Richmond , Va . , 
(404) , 354 : 4 ;  from my f ir s t  woman root doctor , nicknamed Humpadee . ]  

1712 . Yo ' kin git baby ' s  s lobb er an ' put tha t in a po cket hans ' scuf f  an ' 
carry i t  with yo ' - lak yo ' wipe a baby ' s  nose ,  a litt le b aby . Co ' s e it ' ll kill 

de baby , but chew kin do that an ' g it luck . 
BABY SLOBBER An '  then yo ' kin ketch a lea therwing bat . 

(Wait a minute . Do you mean the slobb er from a baby ' s  nose or 
from his mou th ? ) 

From his mouth . 
(Well , why would it kill the baby? ) 
Well , i t  wi ll kill d e  baby caus e when de luck take eff ect on yo ' ,  wel l dat 

kills de  baby - that throws bad luck on th e baby an ' kills the baby . 
(Wh en you become lucky in gambling , the baby wil l die . What ab out the bat 

now? ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1027 ) , 1671 : 10 . ] 
1 7 13 . Gi t i t  rent ed ag in? Yes suh , yo ' cer ' inly kin . Now , yo ' know whut yo ' 
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would have tuh do tuh git  it rented ? Yo ' would t ake - j is '  lak now i f  yo ' want 
this hous e ;  I f  yo ' wus in a hous e an ' yo ' wanted i t  rent ed , well de way yo ' 

would do , yo ' would j is ' make a wish lak thi s , yo ' say , "Well , ah want 
BASIL this house rented , an ' whoevah takes i t  ah want 'em tuh pay the rent fo ' 

i t . "  Well , yo ' would take then an ' you would s ay then , "Well , ah know 
whut ah ' 11 do . "  Says ,  "Now ah ' m  goin ' git  me a p iece of sweet b as il . "  An ' yo ' 
take that sweet bas il an ' let hit git  dry an ' tote it  in yore  pocket an ' make a 
wish to yoreself , an ' yo ' ll git  yore hous e rent ed . [Memphis , Tenn. , (936 ) , 
1514 : 6 . ] 

17 14 . Ah ' ve heard - course ah ' ve had a lo tta dealings wit root peop les yo ' 
know , ah kin boas t j es '  as well . Yo ' kin s ee why ah knows as much as ah know . 
Ah j es '  t ellin ' yo ' zactly whut ah know f rom mah brains , yo ' know . I f  ah didn ' t  

know it ah couldn ' t  set chere an ' tell yo ' .  
BAT Now yo ' kin take a bat - dey says de leatherwing bat . [A bat is of ten 

called a leatherwing . ]  Yo ' ve s een dem ah guess - dey kin ' dat b rings bed
bugs in yo re house . [ I t  is somet imes b elieved "bats are full of b edbugs " (FA CI , 
2ed. , No. 2007 , p . 7 9 ) . ]  Yo ' kin ketch one o f  dem an ' git de heart of him . Jes ' 
take de heart o f  him an ' j es '  wrap i t  up in a li ttle somep in - let nobody see i t  
yo ' understand - an ' j es '  put i t  right round yore wrist wi t a s tring an ' wear i t  
dere. Dat ' s success ful i n  gamblin ' .  [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , (1186 ) ,  2001 : 3 . ]  

1715 . Yo ' take an '  kill yo ' a bull [male? ] bat an ' yo ' take him an ' cut him 
open . Git his heart an '  yo ' git dis bluestone an ' salt an ' put i t  in a new piece 
o f  cloth an ' sew it up , an '  yo ' to te it in yore pocket , i f  yo '  gamblin ' an ' yo ' ll 
win. [Brunswick , Ga . , (1217 ) , 2071 : 6 . ] 

1716. Some peoples ketch one dese flyin ' bats yo ' know , one dese leather bats 
an ' cut him an ' take his heart out ' fore i t  - yo ' know , while he ' s  warm - wh ile 
his blood is  warm an ' wrap it up in a piece of cloth an ' den put a needle in 
dere - git three needles , cross ' em. Den sew that up in anothah bag an ' - den 
git chew a piece of cot ton ah mean , an ' wrap i t  round dere  an ' den s ew  i t  all up 
tog ether . Ah know dat ' s  good caus e [ I ]  see dat us ed wi t success . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1241) , 2111 : 13 . ] 

17 17 . Well , yo ' kin - yo '  ain ' t gotta keep de whole b at. Yo ' kin gi t  j es ' 
even de two right wing of f  i t , yo ' see , an '  yo ' j es '  kin sew it up . Keep it  yo '  
see an ' use dis same Heart Co logne . 

(What is that good for? )  
Good fo ' luck - good fa ' gamblin ' - good fo ' succes s in work an ' all lak dat . 
(Jus t the wing ? ) 
Yes sir - de right wing - or yo ' kin git two or three o f  dem , yo ' see , j es '  

enough tuh make a little package yo ' know - dey ain ' t large nohow . [ Brunswick , 
Ga. , ( 1249) , 2123 : 7 . ]  

[ Thes e  b at hands with many variations are everywhere and too numerous t o  
catalogue here . ] 

17 18 . The water that you take a bath in . Well , you take that when you takes 
a bath - j us t  like if you , your husband or your wif e , if you want ' em  to go , you 

are tired o f  them and don ' t want to be bothered wi th them , and it  
BATHWATER s eem like they just  a knock to you. You take the bathwater and take 

a p iece of saltpeter , j us t about half  as b ig as a teaspoon , and put 
i t  into that water . Get a little of his chamber lye and put in th ere , and then 
you take a bath in that water - right s traight down f rom here [ demons trates whi le 
I des crib e the action]. 

(Right from the top of your forehead.)  
Yes sir , from ther e on all the way down . 
(Down your face and down your body . ) 
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All the way down . Take a bath all the way down - don ' t never rub up like that 
[d emons trates ] • 

(Why? ) 
Well , if  you rub up like that , you s ee ,  that will make him come back to you , 

if  you rub up . Don ' t never rub up - down , j ust like that . 
(And why do you rub i t  down then? ) 
Rub it down , you s ee ,  that ' s  washing his care and everything he had away f rom 

you .  And then you take it and put it into something and keep it in there nine 
days . Then you take i t  and go and pour i t  out in a running stream , or either 
take it and pour it in a b arrel and keep it closed for nine days . And then h e  
gets o n  away from you and keeps , you know , from worrying you t o  death - j ust s eem 
like he ' s  a knoak to you .  

(He ' s a what to you ? A knock? Kno t ? ) 
Yes , sir - keeps you from - look like he keeps you f rom getting ho lt o f  any

thing , and he ' s  j us t there and he ' s  not giving you anything hisself - he j us t  be 
a knock to you .  

(Knock - k-n-o-c-k - like you knock on the door? ) 
Yes s ir , like a knock on the door . 
(Be a knoak to you ? )  
Yes . [ This is a s end away or get-rid-of hand. ] [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 9 ) , 9 7 3 : 2 . ] 
1719 . At night b efo ' yo '  go out tuh gamble  yo ' bathe in some b lues tone , salt-

peter , sugah an ' yore ahamber tye , an ' b athe from de head heah all de way down 
an ' yo ' say the Lord ' s Prayer three t imes , an ' yo ' take dat an ' put any kinda oil 
whut chew b elieve in an ' rub it on yore . ca ' d s  lak da t . 

(What kind of oil would you use for that ? )  
Well , ah tell yo ' whut ah do ' s ,  believes in - ah believes in de oil o f  rose .  

Yo ' buy it at the drug s to ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 59 ) , 1542 : 12 . ] 
1720 . Or yo ' kin take nine needles an ' s t ick up ovah yor e do ' in a leaf of a 

Bible , an ' dat ' ll keep de law away . 
(How do you s tick that leaf of the Bib le up over the door? ) 

BIBLE Yo ' ,  j es '  like if yo ' t ear i t  [ out ] an ' yo '  s t ick it up , yo '  know , 
s traightways , long way , right up ' fore de do ' an ' s t ick nine needles 

s traight - de points down , nine of ' em  in dat crossways . 
(Row do you mean crossways? ) 
Yo ' know , s traight up an ' down . Jes ' like d e  p aper stand dis way , j es '  stick 

' em  yo ' know like dat . Jes ' like ah p in - j es '  like ah p in it  dis way . 
(Jus t straight in a row - thos e  nine needles - you j us t  s t ick them right up 

over the door - that keeps the law away . )  
Yes . [Wayc ross , Ga . , (1172) , 19 7 8 : 8 . ] 
17 21 .  I f a man runnin ' round wit wimmin an ' she want him tuh s tay home , yo ' 

go o ff an ' g i t  chew a b ird nest . Jes ' git yo ' a lit tle common thing as a b ird 
nest an ' yo ' br ing it on to yore home , an ' yo ' take dat b ird nest an ' 

BIRD NEST yo '  put it as near d e  center under yor e house as yo ' kin git it -
undah de center o f  yore hous e .  An ' if  he don ' t  s tay dere , it because 

dat b ird nes t ain ' t under dat house . Re ' ll s tay home . 
(You don ' t cover it up or anything ? )  
No , j is '  throw it undah de house - don ' t cover it  up ' tall , j es '  push it undah 

de hous e .  He ' ll stay .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 3 1) , 2290 : 3 . ]  
17 22 . [The Btaak Bott te rite appear s to have been conf ined to the 

BLACK BOTTLE New Orleans ar ea . As the dark gr eenish-b lack bot tle disappeared , 
any dark bottle was us ed - beer bott le or even a bot t le b lackened 

with tar as in the following : ]  
I said you kin take , af ter a man go out s ide - you know they have a ac tion and 
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you kin wat ch him and g et tha t and pu t it in a b Zack bot t Ze , and car ry it to th e 
cemet ery and bury it de way the dead is buried in the cemetery . Ah knowed th at 
to be t ru e  - a man died f rom tha t , af t er that buried in th e graveyard dir t .  

( I  see . They g et h i s  dung and th ey put it i n  this b Zack bott Ze and they t ook 
the bot t le ou t to the g raveyar d .  And they buried th is b o t t l e  on the grave or 
buried it like a grave ? ) 

Buried i t  l ike a grave . Dig a grave for the bottle and bu ried it j es t  head 
and tai l , the way the body is laying in the ceme tery , and he will die . I ' ve seen 
that done .  

( I  s e e .  Mus t th ey use a b lack bo t t Ze ?  Couldn ' t  they use a whi te b o t t le? ) 
No s ir , it ' s  to be a black one - you s ee , j es t  something like you get a b o tt le 

that have tar in it ; d ey b lack bo tt Zes , j us t  black . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 4 1) , 
1010 : 8 . ] 

1723 . [ Several o f  the following examples illu s trate aspect s o f  preced ing rite 
though a b Zack bott Ze is not always used . ] 

I see a hoodoo woman d id that to a man [man ' s  wif e ]  - a woman that went o f f  
from her husband - didn ' t  s tay [with him ]  - h e  was s tay ing righ t whe re I was . 
She [ hoodoo woman ] t aken her [wife ' s ] me s s  ou t o f  the bucket and put i t  in a 
bot t le and stopped i t  up [ in a tree ] . 

I went my own self and I knocked i t  down . And I say , "Do you know you can 
kil l  th is woman? You oughtn ' t  to do that . "  I s ay , "Me my own self , I knows a 
plenty - I ' m my mo th er ' s  s eventh child . "  And I s ay ,  " I ' s e born with luck . " .!. 
s ay ,  " I can tell you a plenty . " And I say , "Don ' t do that . "  And I s ay , " I n  nine 
or t en days that woman ' ll be dead . Don ' t do it . "  

So she [wif e ]  told me , she s ay ,  "I suf f er very o f ten wi th my head . "  Well , 
becau s e  her bowels d idn ' t move , you s ee . So he had the mes s s topped up and I 
wen t  and broked i t  down from the tree and that made her s elf al l right . And I 
went back the next day and she s ay to me - that was in the country , she say to 
me , "Dinah [ informant ] , you know , I sure do feel g ood . "  I say , " Do you ? " And 
sh e s ay ,  "Yes . "  She say , "My bowels is al l righ t . "  

All the medicine th e do ctor gave didn ' t do no good , although she did have a 
l i t t l e  - they g ive her enema . That ' s  the only way she could have her pass ing . 
O the rwise ,  he wanted to kill her ' caus e  she had run of f from him . I s aid , "Wel l , 
why don ' t you go to s ome hoodoo , if you believe in good - try to get her back? " 
Well , he s ay , "I will - I ' m g o ing t o  burn thos e li t t le cand les . " I say ,  "We ll , 
go ahead and go to chur ch , els e  make you a novena . "  He s ay ,  "And then I ' l l  t ry 
to g e t  her back . " I say , "That ' s  r igh t  - don ' t  ki l l  her . "  I s ay. ,  " She don ' t  
want - o r  i f  you don ' t  want her , mayb e you can get somebody e ls e . Don ' t take the 
woman ' s  li fe . " He say , "Yeah , I ' d  rather see her dead than have someb ody else . "  
I s ay , "Well . you go ahead and have s omeb ody else . "  He say , "Oh , no , I want 
her . "  I to ld him though , I say ,  "Don ' t ki l l  her . "  [New Orleans . La . , ( 8 26a) , 
1209 : 3 . ] 

1724 . Well . you ' ve heard of people being s t opped from having th eir r eal 
act ions . Have you ever heard about it ? We ll , now i t  i s  very true ab out tha t . 
Jest say for n ' instance chew know s omeone - cours e i t  i s  no t always you can get 
thing s like tha t  unles s it ' s  in a country home , but if you know s omeone who uses 
that spot or go some p l ace where you can get the ir ac t ions . You go and bore a 
hole in a green tr ee - s ome tree that ' s  not dead - i t ' s  got ta b e  green , and you 
get some of thi s  and wrap i t  up , j es t  a small amount of this , and wrap i t  up in 
s ome new clo th and s tu ff it into a tree and j es t force i t  b ack in dis tree . Get 
chew a p i ece of new t in and nine ta cks , new brass tacks , and nail dis down and 
then paint over thi s tree - a f te r  you got , j es t  say a p iece of bark or s omething 
o f  this tree - paint over that . That s tays in this tree , whi ch it wi ll . This 
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person ' s bowels will never move . Now ,  I know a lady r ight here in this town 
now - her b owels won ' t move , it  moves out of her s ide . I t  is said that that 
caused this woman to be like tha t . Well , ah know 14 years ago that she was j us t  
as well as I am now , and no doctor that have ever diagnos ed her cas e have b een 
able to tell her whut ' s  wrong . But they say f or a fact that she was treated that 
way . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 650) , 867 : 3 . ] 

1 7 2 5 . I talk about doing i t  the other day down here at my toilet . And dey ' ll 
go in dere and d ey ' ll mess it up . I told ' em if dey d idn ' t stop , I ' d  tie it up 
in dey belly ; caus e I could take some of that and put it in a bottle and stop it 
up and bury i t , and dey ' ll get bound up in d ere belly . 

(Why d id they do that? )  
Do for meanness - to be mean to me . I tol '  dem de other day dat I would do it 

to some of  ' em , if dey d idn ' t stop mes s in '  my seat up ; that I ' d  take it of f the 
seat , don ' t  car e who ' ti s . I ' ll take off that seat and I ' ll put i t  in a b ottle 
and stop it up ; and if I do that , they know their bowels wi ll stop up . 

(Did they s top? ) 
Certainly they stopped ; s topped because dey s cared of me . [Norfolk ,  Va . , 

( 4 7 3 ) , 487 : 3 . ] 
1 7 26 . Could take your ahamber lye and s top i t  up in a b lack bott le and put 

cayenne pepper , red pepper , in it and go to an o ld bridge . 
(An old what ? )  
An old bridge where automobiles run across . 
(An old bridge? )  
Yeah , and take i t  and shoot i t  up under there and i t  has a tendency to . 
(Just thr ow this bottle up under the old bridge? ) 
Throw i t  up under an old br idge . 
(Jus t leave i t  there? ) 
Leave it right ther e - an old s loppy place where sewag e and silt s tops under 

there . Jus t leave it up under there - it ' s  a lready in the s lush and why . 
(What did you say that does to you then? ) 
Well , it has a tendency to make you lose  your nature . [New Or leans , La . ,  

( 8 20 ) , 1169 : 7 . ] 
1727 . Well , ah tole him [my contact man ] that if yo '  wanted tuh break up any

one - yo ' under stan ' ,  separate anyone , yo ' git  some graveyard dirt an ' yo ' git 
dirt daub er with the holes in it , yo ' understan ' . Yo ' roll that dirt daub er an ' 
yo ' git nine pod s of  red peppah an ' yo ' git cayenne peppah an ' yo ' git vinegar 
an '  yo ' put i t  in a b laak bott le an ' turn i t upside down ,  an ' in any corner of 
their yard . Ah guarantee it ' ll break anybody up dat chew wanta break up . 

(You put this bottle in the yard of the peop le you want to break up? )  
No , in yore yard , right where yo ' workin ' yor e - yo ' put that bottle . Dat ' ll 

separate anybody .  
(Well , how would I know that I am separating the right peop le? ) 
Well , suppose yo ' workin ' fo ' a person - tuh separate a party . Yo ' know whut 

party yo ' workin ' f o ' . Well , yo ' know when dey separat e .  [You wi ll know by your 
intention . ]  [Algiers , La . ,  ( 1580) , 29 16 : 6 . ] 

17 2 8 .  Say fo ' ins tance now , yo ' an ' a fellah ' s  had a litt le run into ' bout a 
girl an ' yo ' is scared of him an ' yo '  know he ' s  a guy dat ' ll hurt chew .  Yo ' s ay ,  
"Well , ah don ' t wanta git in no trouble . Ah ' ll git him outa town quick . "  

Yo ' git chew one those b lack quar t bo ttles - dose brown ones , yo ' know . All 
right , yo ' git chew de indetibin [ indelible] pencil an ' write his name thirteen 
ways that way , an ' nine thisaway [ demons trates ] .  

(That is nine across the thirteen - make it like an '  "X" , a cross ? )  
Yassuh . I t  matters [not ] which way yo ' put ' em . Yo ' kin put nine one way an ' 
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thir teen de othah , an ' thir t een one way an ' nine de othah - j es '  so yo '  make i t  
1ak a cros s dat way . Yo ' fold it . Yo ' take da t on a piece of  papah an ' roll it 
from yo ' .  See , roll it from yo ' an ' put it in d is bot tle an ' git on a boat an ' 
carry it de center of a rivah that ' s  where de watah is swif t ,  de current , an '  
j es ' drap it ovahbo ' d . Stop it up t igh t wit de name in i t  an ' drap it ovahbo ' d .  
In twelve hours he ' s  gone .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1566 ) , 2868 : 1 . ] 

1729 . If  you got a boot 1eggin ' still out in de woods and if you don ' t want de 
law to come near it , you kin git a lot of  b lack cats and you keep ' em  tied round 

BLACK CAT 
LIVING HAND 

in diff ' r ent spots  in dat woods only at night - dat law wouldn ' t  
even come round dere in night er day ata11 , dey ' ll come j est about 
dat far . I t  seem like dere ' s  always a sort of a heavy b lack mist 
to keep ' em  away from der e .  But chew always have t o  keep dose cats 

f ed offen nothin ' but j es t  daid rot t en ca tfish dat dey ketch in de r ibah heah . 
I f  you don ' t keep ' em well-fed wit dat catfish , dey ' ll soon die r ight quick on 
yo ' .  But always keep ' em  tied - nevah turn ' em  loose , keep ' em  tied dere all de  
time in di f f ' rent spot s . [ Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , ( 562) , 700 : 2 . ] 

1730 . [The well-known dead hand from a black cat , the BLack Cat Lucky Bone , 
has been given (pp . 7 4-9 7 ) . ] 

(How am I going to keep the law away ? )  
BLACK CAT Well , yo '  kill him ,  de real b lack one - find one ain ' t  got a [white 
DEAD RAND ha ir on him ] , a b lack cat . Ki ll a black cat an ' bury him under yore 

do ' step , ' cep t don ' t let nobody see yo ' . When de law come by heah , 
dat ' ll bani sh him - keep him right on away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1223 ) ,  207 7 : 8 . ] 

1731 . Tuh git a j ob .  Well , now yo ' git chew s ome lodestone an ' yo '  set down 
an ' yo '  git chew a screenin ' wi re - lak dat screen up d ere . 

(The screen in the window . ) [Hotel window . ] 
BLACK CAT POWDER Co ' se it take yo ' a long time tuh do i t  but yo ' set down an '  

yo ' rub it an ' rub until dat lodes tone come tuh dus t an ' yo '  
git chew some cologne - yo ' know dis heah Jo ckey Club . Yo ' take i t  an ' put i t  
in a bottle lak ah got heah now . See , dat lodes tone . [ He shows a small bottle . ] 

(What is the liquid you have in there? ) 
That ' s  that  Jockey C lub Perfume . 
And den yo ' could put yo ' - if yo ' wanta , yo ' kill you a b lack cat an ' git  his 

bone an ' gr ind dat up j is t  lak yo ' do de lodestone . Put i t  in dere an ' den yo ' 
kin go to a man , talkin '  to him , an ' he ' ll git ovah tuh yo ' - give yo ' a j ob .  

(You have that b Lack cat dus t in thi s bottle? Both o f  them together ? )  
Yes suh . 
(Any bone from the cat ? )  
Any bone? Yo ' see yo ' gotta git  a bone from roun ' his shoulder - up heah , d e  

left shoulder , f rom in front . Grind i t  t o  a powder an ' t ake dis heah bone an '  
rub i t  on dis heah screenin ' wire unt il i t  comes [ to a powder ] . I t  goin ' take 
yo ' a long t ime tuh do it . But hi t ' ll do it . Ah use dis f o '  luck in gamblin ' 
an ' luck an ' successful in meetin ' mah fren ' s  an ' every th in ' . Ah make fren ' s , 
ah don ' t make no enemies . [ I f  this man had b lack cat powder in his hand , it was 
surely a talcum or similar powder with a lab el showing a b lack cat and reading 
BLack Cat Powder (see No . 13 7 7 , p . 459) . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . ,  ( 9 39 ) , 1520 : 3 . ] 

BLACK CAT WISHING-BONE 
SEVEN-ELEVEN OIL 

BODYGUARD 

1732 . Wal ,  dey say it ' s  someth ing whut you could f ix up 
as a bodYguaI'd , but chew f ix it up in a bag . Take a 
p iece of  shamry skin , something like hide , like dis 
sham� skin gloves - you know j is ' tough skin . Take 
that and gi t dif f ' rent kind of roots and bark . All 

right , you git  de John de Conker root.  You git de lodes tone and git de devil ' s 
shoes tring root and de b lack cat wishing-bone , and den you take de John de Conker 
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and a p iece of dragon ' s  blood and take all of that and mix it up f ine - yo ' know , 
beat it up ,  mostly powder enough to go in a bag . And den you take that and aft er 
you git all that fixed up good , git  whut chew call dis here Seven- ' Leven Oi L and 
put  seven drops of that . And mix it up all together and put in dis bag and sew 
it  up .  See . And take it and put it - and git a piece of r ed f2annen and sew dis 
bag up in dat red fLannen and j es ' put a string around it  and tie it and wear it 
around yore wais t  or around yore neck and dere won ' t nothing bother yo ' . 

(That ' s  to keep p eop le from bothering you . ) 
That ' s  p ertect ion fo r you . 
(Where do you buy this Seven- ' Lev en Oi L?  Where do you get that ? )  
You supposed to could - d e woman told me that she got some f rom N ew  Orleans 

but whut part o f New Or leans ah don ' t  know . 
[All b Lack cat bones are hands (see pp . 7 4-9 7 ) and therefore they are also in 

a sense wishing-bones . But wishing-bone here means f orm as well as power . As to 
form , one informant said the b Lack cat bone was "made lak de breas t of a chicken" 
(No . 316 , p . 9 4 ) , meaning the furcu lum or wishbone in f ront of but not a part of 
the chicken breastbone . Similarly , another informant describ ed b Lack cat bone as 
"gon ' a  have three forks [prong s or tines ] • • •  two long forks an ' a little small 
fork" (No . 299 , p . 88) . I sugges ted this three-pronged fork could have been a 
"devi l ' s  trident . "  Ac tually the " little small fork" could have been the hypo
cLeidium - the end adhering to the winning half of the broken wishbone . Despite 
informants ,  wishbone appears only in mos t  b irds ; it appears in b lack cat s only by 
the grace of  hoodoo mer chant s . Among other b lack cat products I should mention 
b Lack cat oi L (No . 1121 , p . 4l7) , b Lack cat powder (No . 3 2 6 , p . 9 6) , and b Lack cat 
water (Nos . 328-329 , p . 9 6f . ) . ] [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 2 ) , 9 25 : 2 . ] 

1733 . Yo ' take gunpowder an ' yo ' take a b la ck cow ' s milk an ' yo ' compound , 
yo ' know , yo ' mix all that together - that ' s  really lucky an ' yo ' scrub with 

that . 
BLACK COW MILK (What sort of luck is tha t supp os ed to give you? What do you 

do that f or? ) 
Yo ' do that fo r j es '  fas t  Luck - yo ' know , spo ' tin ' Luck an ' all lak that . An ' 
it ' s  good f a '  gamb Lin ' han ' too , an ' yo ' wash yor e han ' s  - j es ' wa sh yore han ' s  
in de b lack cow ' s milk an ' j es '  keep it . Jes ' do lak that if yo '  want to , yo ' 
s ee , j es ' ovah yore han ' s  when yo ' git  ready tuh gamble . Dat ' s  really lucky . 
[ Here a liquid is a hand. ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1547 ) , 2808 : 2 . ] 

1734 . Go tuh de chimley an ' mah ' k  cross de chimley lak dat e 
BLACK CROSS (They would come to my chimney . )  

Yassuh , an ' make a mah ' k  [ demonstr ates ] .  
(And make a cros s  mark like that , and I would have to move out . Well , wher e 
would they leave that mark? On the wall ar on the b lack s tuff? ) 

On de  black s tuf f . [ Cross mark is made in the soot - see Marks , p . 254 . ] 
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1233) , 2089 : 7 . ] 

1735 . Ah heard dat chew kin use some Black Diamond Per fume which yo ' orders 
from de company - git dat Black Diamond Per fume an ' spread it  on yo ' , see . An '  

yo ' walk up an ' ' proach d e  man an ' he ' ll git a whif f o f  it , an ' 
BLACK DIAMOND dey say dat will make him come undah yore command an ' give yo ' 

a j ob ,  if dere a op enin ' anywhere f a ' yo ' .  Dat Black Diamond 
P erfume . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 8) , 2518 : 2 . ]  

17 3 6 .  Ah went to a man fo r dat , too . He went an ' gi ' me a 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT root - it wus a white bone . I t  wusn ' t  a root , i t  wus a white 

b one . He give me a white bone whut chew call a b lacksnake bone 
an ' he said , "Yo ' take dat bone an ' yo ' wrap it up in yor e - put it in yore 
pocket an ' tote dat bone . " An ' he say , "Fa ' every nine mawnin ' s ,  yo ' take s ome 
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Hearts Co logne an ' dip dat bone in it an ' yo ' have plenty o f  cus tomer s an ' won ' t 
be worried . An '  d e  law will come up an ' yo ' always know whut de law does . "  

Ah t aken dat bone an ' kep t hi t until dat bone broke an ' ah kept de bone on . 
An ' he come back an ' he give me anothah , an ' he g ive me whut chew call a b lack
snake root de next t ime an ' anothah bone . I t ' s  a little  bone j es '  about that 
long - j es '  ' bout big as , whut yo ' call a small little bone .  Ah taken dat bone 
an ' kept i t  an ' de law come an ' taken me . Dey come an ' taken de j ar of whiskey 
out de house an ' dey t ole me to meet co ' t .  An ' ah t ole him ah didn ' t  have no 
money , ah couldn ' t  meet co ' t .  He s ay ,  "Well , if yo ' ain ' t  got no money , "  says , 
"ah ' ll have tub lock yo ' up . "  S ay , "But ah won ' t lock yo ' up now . " Said , "Go 
an ' meet me up there next week . " By de next week come , dat Sunday , ah taken de 
car an ' went to anothah fellah an ' he tole me - we went back to dis same fellah 
[ firs t doatorl , an ' he said , "Well , "  says ,  "ah ' m  goin ' f ix yo ' up . "  Says , "Then 
the only thing yo ' kin do is j es '  go outa town an ' s tay fo ' thr ee days an ' come 
back an ' he won ' t bother yo ' . " 
--:Re g ive me that bone an ' ah went outa town an ' stayed three days , an ' ah come 
back heah in town - dey had fo ' cas es against me an ' dey laugh off ever ' one . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1422) , 2564 : 2 . ] 

1737 . Yo ' go to the woods an ' g it a piece of blacksnake root an ' tie it up in 
a little hand ' chief , put it in a cologne bottle and tote it in yore p ocke t three 
days and den t ake de bottle an ' bury it .  Af ter three days yo ' take it out chure 
pocket an ' bury it under yore doorstep and dat will give you good luck . [Here is 
a buried hand . ] [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , (99 9 ) , 1615 : 4 . ] 

1738 . Git a blacksnake root an ' chew it  lak chewin ' chewin ' gum an ' if th ey 
we re on dere way to yore home , dey would turn roun ' an ' nevah git there . 

(That would keep the law away if you were selling liquor or s omething of that 
sort ? )  

Yes . [ Here is one of several pieces of evidence that ahew root (John de 
Conker) was originally a snakeroot . ]  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 249 4 : 2 . ]  

1739 . Yo ' use b laak s tars an ' oil of cinnamon an ' oil of bergamot an ' mix 
that together , an ' rub it in mah han ' . Jes ' lak ah ' m  goin '  out now an ' ah wanta , 

ah open mah han ' an ' ah carry i t  back that way . Ah ' m  goin ' out f o '  
BLACK STAR good luck now , ah put a drop or two in mah han ' s heah - ah 'm goin ' 

out fo ' luck . Ah put dem three things - mix ' em  together . 
(That is f or luck in gamb ling ? ) 

Yes suh . 
(What is that b laak star? ) 
Tha t ' s  - hit ' s  black but it ' s  incense .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 2811 : 8 . ] 
1740 . And then you know , your decacal [ index ] finger , you s ee that ' s  your 

blood right from your heart . 
(You do what with your finger? ) 

BLOOD See , that ' s  the fing er - tha t ' s  the b lood that comes right f rom your 
heart . [ Points to r ight index finger . ]  

(Which f inger? ) [ I  doubt index f inger . ]  
Your decacal finger . 
(Oh , this one right here? ) 
Yes . 
(Whi ch hand? ) [ I  am still doub tful about hand . ] 
On your right hand . 
(Oh , your right hand , I s ee . ) 
You prick that with a s ilver needle - have never b een s ewed with , a goldeye , 

unders tand . 
(I  understand . ) 
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You ' ll t ake that b lood and you ' ll take a sheet o f  pap er - not lined paper b u t  
you r wri t in ' paper what is unlined , and you wr i te your name at de top wi th your 
crimson blood . You wri t e  his name j us t  as smal l as you can and you - with dat 
needle but not wid a p en - and you make nine c irc les around tha t  and then enclos e 
that and you bury it at th e ninth hour at night under your front s teps . Real ly , 
that ' s why sometimes you s ee peop le try to b r eak f rom the county ro ad [ chain 
g ang ] and the penit ent ' ry . If that is done , they goin ' b reak away and come to 
yuh . There ' s  nuthin ' tall kin hold ' em from you - they ' l l t ake any chances they 
can and come to you [see No . 7 7 , p . 32 ] . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 431) , 385 : 4 . ] 

1 7 4 1 .  You have to have b lack pepper and salt - see , b lack pepper and s alt , 
and any time a man have a toby or anything o f  the kind that way he have to be 

v ery careful , and if i t  isn ' t charged up wi th th e right 
BLOODSHED KILLS HAND ma t erial , i t  don ' t do him any good . For instance , he ' ll 

put the fif teen cents , wh ich repres ent money - s ilver dime 
and nickel in the toby . He ' l l put nine need les and nine pins . He wi ll use s ome 
cinnamon powder in there with C ashmere Bouqu et per fume to ' noint i t with . See , 
writing his name and d i f f ' r ent names , the p layer s ' names that he p lays wi th , on 
parchmen t  paper - the sure enough one .  They have th e imi tat ion and they have the 
sure enoug h par chment paper - i t ' s  kind of imi tate [ imitation] o f  sheep skin -
hav ing the name on the parchment paper , put t ing i t  in the toby and wear ing it in 
their r ight pocket . Now , you got stee Z dust in th er e , you hav e  a cer tain amount 
of lodes tone . Now ,  whensomever anything going to happen in there - like a fight 
or any ki lling thataway , you will t ake a fearful f eeling . That ' s  t ime for you to 
leave . If any cut t ing or anything , any b lood is drawn around in there near that 
it don ' t work any more . 

( I t  kills the toby ? )  
Yeah , i f  any blood i s  drawn ,  you s ee .  Any b lood is drawn , you unders t and , it 

wil l have to b e  r enewed aga in . 
(I under s t and . )  
So that ' s  why any time anything i s  happ ening around that away , you always have 

a fear f eeling , you leaves ou t . See . And the same as a battery or anything o f  
the kind , a f t er a cer t ain amount of t ime , you have to recharge it ag ain , because 
i t  don ' t ho ld s  up - it goes away the same as a b a t t ery on a automob i le . 

[ The preceding f i f teen cents is the magic of odd number - see marg in- t i t l e 
Money - Uneven . ]  [ New Orleans ,  La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , l447 : 7 . } 

1 7 4 2 . Yeah , yo ' g i t  a b 1ues tone [ see la ter ] - a litt le s t one about 1ak dat 
an ' yo ' take that an '  yo ' b low yor e breath on it and put a li t t le yor e chamber 

Zye on i t , an ' rub it in yore han ' s  an ' blow in de card s an ' 
BLOW YOUR BREATH wrest Ze ' em , an ' yo ' don ' t  fa Z Z  aftah d at e 

(What do you mean by b lues tone ?  Do you mean t h e  ordinary 
b 1ues tone that you buy at the drug s t or e? ) 

No suh , ah mean de main b 1uestone - ah mean lodestone , [ d e ]  lodestone 1ak dat e 
[ For b Zowing and breath , see p . 400 . ] [ Wilson ,  N .  Car . , ( 1513) , 26 79 : 3 . ] 

1 7 4 3 . I t ' s a practice dat mos t of d e  women in dis part o f the wor ld , if dey 
can get a man to cut his f ing ernails or his t o enails anywhere in d ere presence , 
or clip his hair , der e  [ they are ] going t o  save dat for dat purpose . I ' ve s een 
dat pract iced , too , r ight down her e in de S outh - in Florida dere . I had i t  
proved right out and out . A woman told me sh e could make any man come dere dat 
had ever b een der e , and she could make him call h er name at any time - dat she 
pluck a hair out of her head , if she know de direct ion de man is , and by her 
calling his name three dif f ' rent t imes and turning ar ound , wherever he ' s  at , 
he ' ll cal l her name . 

(What did she do? She pu lled this hair out o f  h er head , then what did she do 
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with that hair ? ) 
Jus t take d e  hair and hold it up and b low i t  in d e  d ir ect ion she know dat he ' s  

gone , and by cal l ing h is name , regardles s  o f wha t  he ' s  do ing at de moment , h e ' l l  
c a l l  h e r  name . From th en , he b eg ins to get r es t less . He might be aboard of a 
s t eamsh ip or train , or whatever , but when he g e t s  o f f  he will make his way righ t 
on back . Because anyth ing sh e ' s got b elonging to him da t ways ,  sh e b elieves she 
can wish him b ack and will do i t . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 470) , 4 78 : 3 . ] 

1 74 4 .  They takes a new shing le and cu ts i t  like a boa t  you know , like a ship 
sha rp a t  each end , and wh en the t id e ' s  going out - they wri tes your name on that 

too , nine times - and wh en de tide ' s  ou t they throw it over-
BOAT- SHAPED b oard and that person wi ll die . [Norf olk , Va . , ( 49 2) , 529 : 9 . ]  

1 7 45 . You can cut that little bow out and put thi s  s tu f f  on 
BOW OF MAN ' S  HAT tha t little bow and put it in your pocketbook or a l i t t le 

toby - make a little toby and you keep i t  in your po cketbook 
and you ' l l keep him following you all the t ime . You ' ll never g et rid of him . 

(Well , how do you dPess that lit tle bow? ) 
The li ttle bow? Wel l , you g e t  the good luck s tuf f that I j u s t  told you ab out . 

You sprinkle tha t  on that l i t t le bow and you put a l i t t l e  p iece of Conker Root on 
it . You pin tha t in th ere , s ew  that up and put i t  in your pocketbook . You keep 
it - s omebody j u s t  think i t  a littl e toby . And you always have good luck . [ New 
O rleans , La . , ( 825) , 1198 : 5 . ] 

1746 . Take de bow ou t d e  back of yore hat an ' make yo ' lov e  ' em . 
(What would she do with that b ow? ) 
She takes an ' puts it into a bag an ' puts Hearts Co logne on it an ' she wears 

it roun ' her neck j es '  lak yo ' d  wear a neckp iece or s omepin lak dat . [ Florenc e , 
S .  Car . , ( 1306 ) , 2210 : 8 . ] 

1747 . Yo ' cou ld take d e  bow out o f  a man hat an ' pu t dat in a b o t t l e  of 
p er fume an ' keep it or either wear i t  in yore shoe an ' that ' ll make ' em  lov e  yo ' . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1193) ,  2012 : 10 . ] 

1748 . S ew it in a - you see , you can take ribbon - have a red and ye l low 
r ibbon fo r luck , and you take i t  and put i t  [bow ]  r ight b e tween th e r ibbon wi th 
s tee l dus t  and sugar and wear i t  ther e ,  and he g ives you lo ts o f  money and all . 
And i t  always b e  night when he come in , you press i t . You take the little b ow ,  
and put that in one o f  the garters and pu t i t  on th e left leg . You see , you take 
and s ew  the elas t ic - you know , you take the r ibb on and put another p i ece under
neath that and make it like a ruff le on it [ gart er ] , but you put it in there . 
Tha t ' s  to keep him from paying a t t ention to wh er e it is . 

( I t ' s  hidden in that gart er , ins ide wher e he can ' t see i t . )  [ New Or leans , 
La . , ( 8 5 7 ) , 1363 : 5 . ] 

1749 . She takes an ' cut dat lit t le bow out o f  de back o f  a man ' s hat , any
thing , an ' she put s  her urine , her wa ter , in a b o t t le too . An ' she g i t s  a s t r and 
of yore hair if she can . If she can ' t  git it , why d en dat bow will do de same , 
cause it come from de back o f  yor e  haid an ' yo ' b een wear in ' i t  an ' swea t . Jes ' 
' long as she g i t s  s omepin ' b ou t  chew . An ' she take an ' put that in a b o t t le an ' 
a IiI p eppah , an ' den wrap i t  up in a flannen cloth an ' keep i t  in de flannen 
c loth an ' carry it roun ' with her , s omewh ere roun ' ' b out her wais t .  An ' yo '  
cain ' t  git away . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 147 3 ) , 2653 : 18 . ] 

1 750 . Whut a woman do tuh make h im come back to her ?  Well , ah ' m  g oin ' tell 
yo ' somepin . Ah ' ve tried th is mahself an ' yo ' s e e  ah know whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' 
' b out is s trictly t rue - dis heah ain ' t no s tory .  

Mah husb an ' lef t me an ' ah t ell yo ' whu t  ah did . He went away f rom home . Ah 
got him tuh come back . Ah sav e  s ome o f  his urine , s ee . I hate to s ay th is to 
you .  Ah got some an ' pu t it in a half p int b o t t le , an ' ah got me a tab les poon 
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fu11a sugah an ' put it in dis urine of  his ' n ,  an '  ah b ur ied i t  undah de s t eps . 
See , dis is  true - ah know whut ah 'm t alkin ' ' bout . Ah could g it him righ t now 
if ah want ed him but ah don ' t  want him . An ' he come home an ' tole me , said , 
"Honey , ah b een treatin ' yo '  wrong , but ah want s  tuh come back home tuh s t ay . "  
I buried dis mahse1 f  righ t  undah de do ' s tep - ah had de p int b o ttle of h is ur ine . 
See , he made it in de s lop j ar an ' ah didn ' t ur inate in it  with him . An '  yo ' 
s ee ,  yo ' have tuh take his ' n  off , an ' ah put this tab lespoon fulla sugah in dere , 
an ' took an ' bur ied it a t  de do ' s tep , an'  every mawnin ' ah say , "Lawd , yo ' know 
whut ah did . Ah did it , In de  Name o f  the Father , Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  an ' hope 
all mah wish es come true in mah happy hour . "  An ' he come home tub me . Ah did 
that mahs e1f , an ' ah learnt it f rom anothah man . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) , 
1461 : 1 .  ] 

17 5 1 .  (The women do what ? )  
They take it an ' swa llow it . 
(This little b ow? ) 
Di s little bow out a de [man ' s ]  hat . 
(What do they do that for ? )  
Jes ' so that yo ' d  love them . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 145 6) , near 2646 : 11 . ] 
17 5 2 .  I heard my father t ell about boxing handS , wher e they get b ees , flies , 

ant s , wasps , cow ant s - the great b ig ants - hornets , thous and- legs , all that 
kind of s tuff , and they put tha t  in a bo ttle and fill it with ho t 

BOXING RAND wat er . And that was used to put on their fis t s - j us t  a drop or 
two . And when they struck a man he had a gr eat pain and swoll up , 

and he couldn ' t  fight back he was hur ting s o . [Here again , a hand can be a 
liquid . ]  [ S t . James , a Negro community 5 miles from Pocomoke Ci ty , Md . , (104 ) , 
by hand ; these hands o f  1870 decade in Wicomico Co . ,  Md . ]  [ Cf. margin-title 
Wpest Zing Hand at  end o f  this subs ection . ]  

17 53 . Go an ' gi t a brass ring . Ah kin go an ' git  a b ras s r ing an ' wear that 
r ing on yore [my ] f inger - what they call the ring f inger on your right  hand . 

(On which f inger o f  the right hand? ) 
BRASS RING The r ing f inger - the s econd f ing er - next t o  the little f inger . 

The bras s r ing there . An ' that will help yo ' git a j ob .  
[ S t .  P et ersburg , Fla . , (988) , 1594 : 8 . ] 

1754 . Yo ' kin take de  gunpowder an ' de b r imstone an ' put dem together an ' yo ' 
kin tot e dat - put dem together in a lit t le s ack . An ' git a piece of John de 

Conkep poot , put dat in dere wi t dat an ' a li ttle sulphur an ' sew it 
BRIMSTONE up . Put dat Heapt Co Zogne on it an ' tot e it wit chew .  Dat ' s  luck . 

I f  yo ' go tuh anybody an ' ask fo ' anything dey won ' t turn yo ' down . 
(I f you ask for  a j ob or anything of that sort ? )  

Dey won ' t  turn yo ' down . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1368) , 2424 : 8 . ]  
1 7 5 5 . (What makes confus ion? ) 
Brims tone . Yeah , yo ' j es '  take that an ' if s omeb ody dey ar e angry with yo ' 

an ' dey fuss in '  o r  quar relin ' an ' yo ' don ' t  like it , why yo ' put dat where they 
have t o  cro ss ovah it or pass by it - j es t  put dat down fo ' ' em ,  de brimstone . 

(What will that do? ) 
That wi ll make the two peoples angry wi th each othah - j es '  s ay f o ' ins tance , 

ah make it plain fo ' yo ' ,  Doatop , so yo '  know . [ For the many times I was called 
doatop , see Hyat t ,  H .  M . , in Index . ] 

Now , for confus ion , 1ak de neighbors next do ' - ah don ' t  want ' em ,  1ak dat e 
Well , ah ' ll put down dis brims tone where they have tuh cro ss ovah it  an ' they ' ll 
git together an ' s tar t fus sin ' an ' quarrelin ' - they nevah live in peace . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 269 ) , 2148 : 11 . ] 

17 5 6 .  Git b rims tone an ' burn it with s ome f eather s an ' yo ' have good luck . 
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(Good luck for what? )  
Anything yo ' wish to . 
(You have to make a wish when you ar e burning them? ) [ Informant had said so 

while Telediphone turned of f . ]  
Yes , yo ' kin parch it - it b e  a kinda brown s tuff , yo ' powder i t  up . Ah wish 

ah had some now . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1210) , 2046 : 6 . ]  
17 57 . In 1931 ah owed a b ig furniture b ill and wasn ' t  working and didn ' t have 

anyone to help me . Well , I had a brother , too , was in trouble  - supposed to been 
in troub le .  So I went to Jackson [Mississipp i ]  over ther e to a man , and he told 

BROKEN BOTTLE 
�� 

me about how ah could do - that he would f ix up something f or me 
and he said the furniture man wouldn ' t worry me and neither would 
the r ent man . Well , ah was behind in both and ah was afraid . 
And so I went over with another g irl - she was telling me about 

him . Well , he told me - when I went back home - he gave a little old piece of 
bottle with some dus t  in it - hit was b roken o f f  - he said he usually did f ix 
them that way - b roke o f f  - empty it in your hand , you know , and spr inkle in 
your front doo r . Well , hit was some kind of brown-looking stuf f - kinda looked 
like it had little black spo t s  or s omething in it , and he told me that I could 
spr inkle that a little before the r ent man and a litt le b efore the furnitur e man 
got there and [he]  say , i f  they come , they wouldn ' t ask for money at all .  And 
so I did that . And so that Saturday morning [ r ent paid by the week] the rent man 
came down and he passed my door and went to another g irl and asked for her rent . 
He didn ' t do anything but j us t  sp eak to me . But I don ' t know what that stuff 
was - but I know he gave me that , and I didn ' t have no t rouble until I got a j ob 
out here on [ ? ] Avenue . 

(You went over to Jackson to get  that ? ) 
To Jackson to a man named A .  J .  Williams . 
(Williams - a colored man? ) 
A colored man . 
(What did he charg e you for that? ) 
Charg e  me for it ? We only g ive him three do llars - was all I had . He said 

that he charges round ten and twelve dollars but he told me in the next two or 
thr ee days if I could get a j ob ,  then I could s end him a do llar along like that . 
[ Br illiant I "I am trusting you , trus t your s el f .  Stop worrying - this wi ll work!' 
Also good business . ]  He didn ' t never charge much . But I never did pay him but 
five dollars af ter I worked . 

[The breaking of bottle could b e  magic act (No . 1015 , p . 3 8 9 )  or trademark o f  
handmaker . ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 16 ) , 9 8 6 : 8 . ]  

17 58 . In de ' bacca country , yo ' heah o f  certain - yo ' j es '  have harm ' g ins t 
' em ,  yo ' go out dere an ' cross dem s ticks [broons traws ] - take one dis  way an ' 

one de othah , cross ' em  lak dat e An ' if he [ a  worker ] an ' de boss
BROOM STRAW man is gittin '  ' long purtty good an ' yo ' want him [worker] to leave , 

yo ' or de othah man [worker ] want [ to influence] dis foreman , why he 
[you ]  lay de st raws . An ' if he [worker ] s t ep across  ' em  an ' not knowin ' ,  well 
fo ' de yeah is out he an ' his bossman dey cro8sed up , yo ' know , so bad he have 
tuh leave his home . Dat used a whole lot by de country peoples - si ts f ar from 
one ' nothah . 

(He j us t  takes these two broomstraws and crosses them out here in road for 
this f ellow to walk over . You say that is us ed a good deal in the tobacco 
count ry? )  

Yessuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1509 ) , 267 7 : 12 . ] 
17 5 9 . Ah hear talk of that . Yo ' kin work lawsuits with that even much . Take 

' em  an ' tie ' em  in de c enter - de broomstraws , dem short pieces . Yo ' g it a p iece 
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o f  shame brier roo t an ' put in between dem straws , an ' i f  yo ' wanta come out 
ahead in anything lak dat , an ' yo ' got de broom straws , yo ' t ie ' em  together . 
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But yo ' always lay it - if he killed an ' yo ' wanta win , yo ' go tta come up higher . 
Oem o thah j o ints gotta b e  shor t er den yours . An ' wh en yo ' g it ' em  up dere high , 
yo ' ll b e  above , an ' even yo ' above dat shame brier root . Den yo '  kin take d e  
rat t lesnake mas ter o r  a piece o f  root o f  hi t an ' yo ' ll hold them right together , 
an ' then yo ' ll tie nine knots in dat s tring an ' yo ' tie ' em  well . An ' then yo '  
wrop it up . Yo ' ll fix them things  an ' yo ' ll tie ' em  up . When yo ' tie ' em  up den 
yo ' l l  wrop ' em  up in a piece of red flannel an '  yo ' tie it up . An ' all you have 
to do den whenevah yo ' go ,  always , if yo ' have to meet a lawsuit or anything , yo ' 
put it in yor e po cket an ' yo ' nevah have to b e  tried . Ah s een ' em work that . 
[ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1382) , 2458 : 1 . ] 

1760 . Say yo ' go to some kinda tr ee in de wood s an ' git somepin whu t  dey call 
a buckeye an ' carry that with yo ' all de time . Yo ' have good luck . 

(Good luck in what? ) 
BUCKEYE RAND In gamblin ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1192) , 1511 : 11 . ] 

1761 . Git chew a buckeye . Yo ' know whu t a buckeye is - i t  grows 
in a hull like a ches tnut , g reat b ig one . Git chew one o f  them an ' contin ' lly 
carry it in yore pocket an ' yore employer will always - s eem like yo '  nearer to 
' em  than any o ther one . 

(Which pocket do you carry it in?) 
Carry i t  in your right pocket . A buckeye - dey hard to g it . Tha t keep yo ' 

j ob .  [ St .  Peter sburg , Fl� ' J ( 1008) , 1630 : 8 . ] 
17 62 . Git de buckeye and wear it in yore po cket . Yo ' want a sprinkle it 

though about ev ' ry other day with some Hearts Co Zogne and wear it in yore pocket , 
and git  dis incens e and burn it around de hous e  co ' se ,  an ' gi t some peanuts and 
put on de front [ but no t in the ho us e ] . Oat buckeye now , yo ' need tuh git on de 
no ' th side of de tree . Dere ' s a he buckeye and a she buckeye , yo ' wanta git dos e  
o n  d e  no ' th side of  d e  tree . A he buckeye suppos ed to  have two eyes and de she 
one . Yo ' wear dem in yore pocket . 

---(This is to br ing in trade? ) 
Yes sir . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 02) , 9 6 2 : 7 . ]  
1763 . Dey say yo ' take a buzzard an ' yo ' kill him an ' yo ' bury him an ' yo ' 

let him stay buried three days . Then yo ' take him up an ' yo ' ll cook him down to 
lard . J es '  cook him an ' j es t take his own lard , an ' then yo ' 

BUZZARD LARD HAND put that in a box . That ' s  fa ' gamblin ' .  That ' s  a gamb Zin ' 
hand. 

(What do you do with that lard? ) 
Yo ' take that lard an ' yo ' j es '  mix it up - s ee , j es t  mix it  all up . Yo '  

don ' t have tuh put anything in it . J es ' mix i t  up an ' put i t  in a box an ' dat ' s 
tuh use fo r gamblin '  - fas t  Zuak. 

(How do you use i t ? ) 
Jes ' rub it on yor e left han ' lak dat , an ' then from yore left han ' go ovah to 

yore right han '  lak tha t . See [ demonst rat es ] , rub up this way - rub up all de 
t ime . 

-----(Rub up on the hands . )  [ For upward ri te , see No . 107 4 , p . 405 . ]  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1547 ) , 2808 : 4 . ] 

1764 . When yo ' git  r eady to go up to de co ' thous e - now , lak yo ' got a 
CHAIR cas e  in co l t  an ' yo ' s ee all dem chairs yo ' s ee - an ' yo '  turn down ever ' 

one des e chairs , all de ones ' sposed to us e ,  lak dis [demonstrates ] .  
(You turn them down flat?) 

Or lis t en ,  ah kin come lak dis with salt , lak yo ' got ever ' one down , an ' put 
a little ovah ther e an ' a little ther e an ' turn ' em down an ' go ahead on . Go out 
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d at house an ' don ' t look ba ck when yo ' goin ' to d e  co ' thous e .  Yo ' g o  r igh t to d e  
co ' thous e an ' yo ' ll win that cas e .  

(You put some s al t  on each c orner o f  the chair after turning i t  d own , and put 
salt in each corner of the room? ) 

Each corner , too , an ' den go right on , pay no mo ' ' t enshun an ' go righ t t o  de 
co ' thous e ,  an ' yo ' ll win dat ca se . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1504) , 2671 : 4 . ]  

17 65 . When I went to the army [ Wor ld War I ]  this b lacksmi th [ a  poot doctop] 
gave me a l it t l e  b ot tl e , he t o ld me , for to keep men away f rom the home . Before 

I g o t  t o  the c amp ther e  was more men there than when I was in 
CHASTITY RAND town . He sold her a b ot t le of medic ine to keep me away from h er 

wh en I came back . He hung around her himself . He charged me six 
dolla rs . [ F rederi cksburg , Va . , ( 6 0 ) ,  Ed . ]  

1 7 6 6 . [ Th e  idea of the chas tity be lt lives on . ]  
A man kin take - s ay for an ins t ance he has a woman dat ' s  goin ' out an ' he 

don ' t want her goin ' out with other men - git him a lock . 
(An ordinary lock? ) 

A p ad lock - an ' ket ch some of her discharge an ' let s d e  lock op en an ' put i t  
down i n  d a t  l o c k  an ' lock i t  up . 

( That locks her up then . ) [ Brunswic k ,  Ga . ,  ( 1174) , 19 84 : 5 . ] 
1 7 6 7 . [ Here i s  a device used by George Jackson , a well-known doc top on the 

Eas t ern Shor e before his death ab ou t 1900 . This r i t e  was t o ld me by an o ld man 
who met prospec t ive c l ient s at the railroad stat ion and drove them out into the 
c ountry to interview the doctop. Fo r s ome inter est ing informat ion ab ou t th is 
r emarkab le doctop , see mar g in- t i t le George Jackson . ] 

Now , if a man want to b r eak his wi fe from some man , he s t eals th is dishcloth 
an ' wh en that he fools with ' er he ke tches her nachupe in this dishc loth . Aft er 
h e  ket ches this nachupe in a d ishclo th , he takes it home an ' wr aps i t  up tight 
an ' bu r i es it at his doah - r ight down under hi s doah . Fer nine mornin ' s  he mus t 
gi t up an ' walk over i t  an ' make his wi sh whut he wants - never man can ' t enter . 
That ' s  [ a  remedy o f ]  Unc le George ' s .  [ Many p er s ons c al led Jacks on Uncle Geopge . ]  
That ' s  c alled , under s t and , put a man down that he c an ' t  raise up couPage f er that 
woman , d on '  car e how hard or whu t he do . An ' he c an ' t .  He made a l l  the marr ied , 
s ingle , go t o  him , [�] captuns - go o f f , you know , on drudgin ' [ d redg ing for 
oys t ers in the Ches apeake Bay] an ' leave their wives home . Of cour s e ,  no man 
want ed a man to bother his wif e  wh ile h e ' s  gone . He ' d  have her cpossed before 
he left . [ P r incess Anne , Md . ,  (130) , 34 : 1 ;  informant Joshua Wi lson , age 6 5 . ]  

1768 . He ' d  [ George J ackson would ] t ell you , you unders t and , "B ring me some of 
his watah , i f  you can , "  when a fellah f inds anothah man get tin ' purtty t igh t with 
his woman - y ou und er s tan ' , although th ey may b e  good friends , an '  she ' d  g it to 
l ike ' im .  Now then , h e ' ll g o  to wo rk , you unders tan ' ,  "You g i t  some of his 
wa t ah . "  H e  gits some of his wat ah , takes i t  to ' im .  He ' ll t ake a bo t t le an ' a 
cork , an ' he goe s to work an ' he corks this water of his up in the b ot t le ; an ' 
he leaves a lit t le place fer i t  to dr ip , f er i t  to d r ip out . You under s tan ' , 
take a nail an ' make a hole in the top o f  i t , s o  that it would drip out in the 
groun ' . And you take this an ' b ear [bury ] i t  r igh t  t o  his doah , r ight at this 
f ellah ' s doah , an ' thi s i s  c alled cPossin ' a man from a woman . [ P rinces s Anne , 
Md . ,  (130) , 33 : 3 . ] 

1 769 . (What do you do with that wasps nes t now? ) 
Nail it up ovah de do ' r igh t  up heah - lak if yo ' wanta go away an ' want , chew 

know , yore [wife or girl ] gotta b e  true to yo ' .  Yo ' wanta go ' way an ' s tay f o ' 
or f ive yeahs , s omepin lak dat e She won ' t have no othah man - she ' ll wait fo ' 
yo '  tuh come b ack . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1514) , 268 1 : 8 . ] 

1770 . Wi t st icks - you wr i t e  de name of de per son you wanta keep away . 
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(Wel l . now wou ld you take two st icks ? )  
Yes , you j es '  make a cr os s like that [ X- c ro s s es the two s ti cks ] and then you 

wri t e  the name of the party [ d emons trates ] .  
(Down one s t ick . ) 

Yes , and de name of i t  on de next . 
(On th e othe r s t ick . ) 

Yes , on de fo ' pieces [ radia ting from the cros s ing o f  the two s t i cks ] - coming 
to each other [ each name is wr itt en towards the cr oss ing ] and drive dem somewher e  
by d e  front d o o r  wher e d ey gotta come i n  d e  door , and they may come to the front 
and won ' t bother coming in . They ' ll look around and pass on . [Each s t i ck is 
dr iven on a s lant into the gr ound so that t ouching they form th e let ter X . ] 

(That is , if this man is going away and th is particular man doesn ' t  want th em 
[ other men ] near his wi f e  while he ' s  gone . th at will keep th em away . ) 

Keep them f rom coming in . [Washing t on , D . C . , ( 6 28 ) , 8 07 : 4 . ] 
1 7 7 1 . I f  yo ' see s omeb ody - s ome folks dat wan t a luoky pieoe , d ey goes to 

work an ' take a eg g shell wit [ from ]  a hen dat nevah went wi t a roos t er . s ee .  
Take dat hen dat nevah touch a r o o s t er an ' y o ' boil da t aig an ' a f t er 

CHICKEN yo '  b o i l  it , yo ' take d e  top offa dat shell an ' yo '  put i t  in dat 
lit tle bag an ' po ' s ome Heart Co logne on i t . an ' keep it long as de 

money ' s  wit chew - whu t chew workin ' in de game . See . Well , dat have happ en -
ah d on ' t know wh ether da t ' s  real but ah ' ve s een i t  d one . 

(That ' s  f o r  luck . ) 
Yeah , dat ' s f o ' lu ck . 
(Now , you take this eg g and a f t er you boil i t , take the shell o f f  the egg ?  Or 

do you t ake the egg out of the sh ell? ) 
Yo ' take d e  egg outa de shel l an ' eat de egg if y o ' wanta ea t i t  - throw i t  

away if yo ' don ' t want it . But take dis shell an ' yo ' kinda bund le i t  up yo ' 
know an ' mash i t  up an ' put i t  in a p iece of bag yo ' know - lea ther bag or shoe 
tongue or s omepin like dat e I t  j e s '  make a small th ing . An ' yo ' po ' Heart 
Co logne on i t  - s omepin dat it wi l l  go through . An '  keep i t  ling ering round wit 
chur e money . But dat aig - de roos t er not suppo s ed t o  t ouch dis ind ividual h en .  

Yo ' rub s i t  in yore han ' yo ' know like d at - dat l i t t le package yo ' know . 
(This l i t t le pa ckag e you made ? )  
Yeah , rub i t  in yore hand like da t an ' g o  o f f  somewhere [ to g amb le ] . An ' � 

lay d at in yor e  han ' an ' rub i t  - rub i t  down y o r e  pant s if y o ' want , an ' yo ' g o  
i n  to gamble . Dat ' s  a l l  yo ' do fo ' dat e 

(All you do is put s ome d ir t  on i t . )  
Yas suh , ea ch t ime - j es '  like yo ' comin ' in dis game now . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

( 1183 ) ,  19 9 5 : 3 . ] 
17 7 2 . Take a b la ck hen aig an ' open i t  an ' take de yellah out of i t  an ' clos e 

it back up , an ' keep dat in yore pocket an ' cain ' t nobo dy b ea t  yo ' in gamb l in ' . 
Dat ' s  one de lu ckies t thing s in de wor l '  fo ' gamb l in ' ; j es '  d e  yellah p ar t , dat ' s  
d e lucki e s t  th ing in gamb lin ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1459 ) ,  2 6 49 : 14 . ] 

1 7 7 3 . Well , yo ' kin take a b lack pullet - ah ain ' t done dese th ing s , ah ' m  
t ellin ' yo ' whu t a h  heard about d em o  Yo ' kin take a b lack pullet - well yo ' kin 
ki ll ' im an ' g i t  his g i z zar d out d er e , an ' yo ' know da t  skin in d er e  whu t yo ' 
peels off , yo ' t ake dat skin an ' sprinkle some s alt an ' b la ck peppah on it , an ' 
s ew i t  up dere in a little rag an ' wear it next to yo ' skin an ' sweat i t  through , 
an ' dat ' ll make yo ' lucky . 

(Lucky f o r  wh at - any thing in part icular ? )  
Yes s ir , in mos t any th ing . [ Every statement made by th is informant ended , "Ah 

ain ' t d one dese th ings . " ]  [ Way cro s s , Ga . , ( 1 136 ) ,  1849 : 6 . ] 
1 7 7 4 . Yo ' take dis b lack ch icken - lak ah ' d  move , dis is a dwelling house an ' 
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ah ' d  move her e an ' s or ta thinkin ' somebody was trying to g et me - get me a b lack 
chicken , take it round on d e  side where de sun r is e  an ' kill him an ' d res s him 
an ' eat de chicken . T ake de head an ' spr inkle it wit b lack p eppah an ' b rims tone , 
b lues tone an ' salt , an ' put it in a nice li t t le s ack an ' bury it j es '  like yo ' 
would somebody . C over ovah [make a burial mound over l dat sack an' dey tell me 
dat nob ody won ' t nevah in t erfer e  wit chew . [ Waycr oss , Ga . ,  ( 1129) , 1835 : 9 . ] 

17 75 . Well , dey take a chicken an ' ki ll ' im ,  a b lack chicken an ' kill him , 
and t ake dis heah breastbone . They git de b r eas tbone and d ey t ake it and d ey go 

together an ' yo ' pu ll dis end and ah pull dat e Well , when 
CHICKEN WI SHBONE yo ' do da t , it ' s  f o ' yo ' t o  b e  lucky . De one dat pull an ' 

break de mos t , splits d e  mos t  on i t , gits lucky , he ' s  lucky . 
Well , i f  mine i s short er den yours , well , ah ain ' t goin ' be lucky . See . Den yo ' 
take da t - yo ' takes it an ' sew i t  up an ' put i t  in yore pocke t . Den , any kind 
of game yo ' go in a l t er dat , you ' ll b e lucky in dat e [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(995 ) ,  1609 : 1 . ] 

17 7 6 .  You runnin ' a hous e or whiskey or any thing , t o  keep the law away I 
hear ' d  p eople s ay you could nail on top the door a chi cken b one up with s ome 
ta cks under the do ors ill . They say that keep law from you an ' you won ' t  have to 
go t o  court or nuthin . 

(What s or t  of chicken bone? ) 
I t ' s  a litt le bone r ight on the backb one-like - j oin on tog ether , whut people 

call a Zuak bone . Some p eople say if two peop le b e  righ t tog ether an ' break it , 
th e one who had the long e s t  bone has good luck . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 68) , 306 : 1 . ] 

1777 . Ah heard dat yo ' could go undah de h ouse an ' git some sand fo r  tha t , 
an ' evah whut chur e name is , wr i t e  chur e name out dere in de yard wit dat sand . 

D ey say d e  f ellah wouldn ' t  pay no a t t ention yore name - j es t  wri t e  
CHIMNEY DIRT chur e name ou t by d e  do ' wi t dat sand . I f  someb ody [ enemy ]  send 

him [ polic eman ] d er e ,  s ay he ' ll come up r ight in front of de do ' 
an ' j es '  look in an ' drive on of f .  He won ' t  come in de hous e ,  j es t  dr ive r ight 
on off . 

(If you are s elling liquor . Where do you get this sand ? ) 
Git d e  sand right down side de chim1ey undah de hous e  [hearth dus t ]  yo ' 

down a spoon deep . Yo ' it a s oonfu1la sand each time unt il it enou 
know tub wr i t e  chure name . Wils on , N .  Car . , 1479 ) , 2659 : 2 .  

17 7 8 .  Somebody wus 1ivin ' in yore neighb orhood an '  yo ' d idn ' t like ' em 
COFFIN or somepin 1ak dat an '  yo ' wanted ' em  tuh move , yo '  know , yo ' d  wri te 

s omep in an ' put ins ide of i t  - make a litt le coff in an ' s et it at his 
d o ' . An '  he ' ll git uneasy yo ' know ,  upset - he ' ll move . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 145 2) ,  2789 : 4 . ] 

17 7 9 . Making a lit t le box lak a cof fin , to do evil wi th . Wel l , yo ' make a 
little box lak a co f f in an ' yo ' call yor es elf buryin ' a person. Yo ' would g i t  
s ome of d e  hair o r  git d a t  [ foot ] t rack an ' go an ' git some thing s that b elong 
to them an ' put it in dis little b ox an ' yo ' d  bury it . Dat buryin ' d ere luck 
an ' everything . Yo ' done bury it . Lak if ah ' m goin ' wel l  an ' yo ' wanta bury 
me , "Well , sh i m  gonna bury her . "  We ll , yo ' d  g i t  somethin ' of mine - i f  yo ' could 
g i t  a piece outa mah underclothes an ' put it int o  dat , dat would bury mah luck . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1116) , 1793 : 6 . ] 

178 0 . All right . You take and you make a real cof fin ,  but a small one - you 
know , a small co ffin . You can make a b ig one too , b ut it would b e  unneces sary if 
i t  was big . S ay ,  for ins tance , they really want to harm y ou . They can make a 
coffin , well , say ,  about the s ize o f  thi s here - the top of th is th ing here [my 
r ecording machine ] .  Make a coffin j us t  about that s i z e .  Th ey could bury you in 
that coffin .  
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(How would they do that?) 
Now, they take that and they'll go to the graveyard, see. They get what we 

call gpaveyard dust, you know. They get this dirt, see, off of the tomb. They 
come back and they spread that into this coffin that I've made - I spread it into 
that. If I can get anything that you sweated in - if it's your socks, the band 
of your hat, your underwear, anything that you sweat into - I gets that and I put 
that in there, now, and when I put that in this thing, I'm going to put a cross 
in there and I put that cross in there. 

(What kind of a cross?) 
A cross - a real cross. 
(A wooden cross?) 
I can buy one. You see, I can buy crosses to put there - if it's a brass one, 

I'll put it in there, I'll put it into this coffin. 
(What will that do?) 
I'm going to put more dirt in there, you see, Now, I'm got that hatband or 

your socks or underwear in there, and I'm got that laying on top of that dirt, 
and I'm got the cross in there. I'm going to put more dirt on top of that. Now, 
I'll put that dirt on top of that and I'm going to take and I'm going to get salt 
and I'm going to sprinkle that salt in the four corners of the coffin. Then I'm 
going to carry this coffin and bury this coffin. I bury this coffin and if I 
know your name, I'm going to bury this coffin and put your name on top of it. 
But I'm going to put your name down on this coffin in red letters, but I'm going 
to put 'em, put your name down just about that big - just about that big, so 
it'll take a little time for it to come off, you see. And as your name wears out 
and that sweat is drying up - that sweat ain't going to dry right away because -
your clothes I mean that's in there, they ain't going to dry right away because 
that dust going to keep 'em damp. But as this name be wearing out, that piece -
well, I take [took] it from you - it's drying. Now as that's drying, you drying 
too. And now when that dries, if you don't die that day, you'll die sure that 
next day, because if that paint dry today, if you don't die today, you'll be dead 
in the morning. [New Orleans, La., (832), 1245:3.] 

1781. Dat's easy. You kin take an' make a little box. You know you kin git 
dese, any kind of little box you understand and make it - you know, shape it like 
a coffin. But co'se you have to have it shaped like a coffin, don't you. Got'a 
carry it to somebody if you can't do it yourself - got'a carry it to somebody an' 
have dem fix it jis' like a coffin. 

You gits some new linen cloth and you tack it around in there with shoe tacks 
never been used - git chew a nickel box of shoe tacks and you tack dat cloth 
around in dere, see. After you tack that cloth in there, you git some black dirt 
and put into it; git some pot salt and sprinkle onto dat dirt. Well, after you 
have sprinkle de salt, you git chew some clear sand. You know dese sand and 
gravel whut you mix concrete wit; git some clear sand like dat and put on top 
of dat salt, see. All right, and you git chew some ahambep Zye from somebody 
else - you understand, not yours. You have to git it from somebody else and you 
pour that onto that you understand and you carry dat [coffin] and bury it into de 
graveyard. And that will be the end of demo 

(Well, whose end would that be? Whom would you kill that way?) 
Kill de person you want, see. 
(Well, how would you say that? "This is the person I want?" How would you 

do that?) 
You would jest have to call dere name - see, at de time when you buryin' it. 

[Charleston, S. Car., (511), 577:2.] 
1782. A woman called Hester, she used to live aroun' there, but she don't 
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live there no more. An' she said this man get a piece of pas'eboard, jis' shape 
it you know - looked like a coffin. [Look] like that he was mad with her. An' 
he tacked on this board an' put it down in the groun' at her steps. An '  they say 
in nine days time she'd be gone. An' she said somehow or nother she went out an' 
foun' it before them nine days. [Wilmington, N. Car., (309), 235:6+85.] 

1783. You git a shingle and git de hair and put it in water and let it float 
away and then dey'll git so dey can't stay anywhere. That's for to git a man 
away from where he's livin'. Dey cut the shingle in the shape of a coffin, dey 
put it in water and let it float away. [Princess Anne, Md., (128),42:2.] 

1784. Ah heard dat chew could take a person - jes' lak if a person slept in 
a room an' yo' wanted tuh do 'em some harm. Jes' like yo' wanted tuh hurt ' em  
up, don't want 'em t o  die, jes' fixed - yo' know, jes' linger an' linger. Yo' 
take a shingle offa dere house an' take dat shingle an' cut it into fo' diff'rent 
pieces. A shingle offa de top of dere room wheresomevah dey sleep in, yo' git it 
offa dere, an' cut it into fo' diff'rent pieces an' fix it jes' like a casket 
[coffin] in de ground - jes' like a casket. 

(What do you do with that, then?) 
Yo' buries it in de ground. 
(Where do you bury it?) 
Yo' bury it under dere house somewhere - somewhere where dey have tuh come out 

ovah it or somepin othah. [Waycross, Ga., (1161), 1937:5.] 
1785. They can cross you. They can take matches and "take a match and make a 

coffin out of it. They take and the way they set down, they shape them - they 
can make a coffin right up under your step, if there is any way for them to get 
up under the step - just like they do under the table. And then they take the 
other part of them matches and they make it just like they make me or you, with 
them matches and bury you there. 

(Make the shape of a coffin with these matches.) 
With these matches. 
(And then they put some other matches in there and make them in the form of a 

person.) 
Just make a shape just like a person. 
(And they bury them.) 
And they bury you there under the steps. [New Orleans, La., (845), 1292:5.] 
1786. They take your underpiece. Take a little piece of board and cut out a 

strip like a coffin and take that piece. And if they got a pitchure, they take 
that, too. And place all them in that little coffin and carry it to a cemetery, 
and git right on top of a grave where somebody was buried, and then call your 
� and bury that in the top of that grave. And when that piece of board rot 
away, the persons who they named it after, they'll commence dryin' up and gettin' 
littler and smaller until that board rot; and when that board rot they'll die. 
[Wilmington, N. Car., (248), 244:3.] 

1787. I knew a woman once, she'd taken her landlord - she stayed in his house 
and she didn't want to pay rent. And she got his picture cut out of a paper. 
She taken a cigar box and she made a little coffin. She cut a hole in the corner 
behind her piano and she had - she cut a hole in the floor and put a [?] plant on 
there to hold this little box and had him buried there. And she stayed in that 
house Until she finished paying for her house uptown. Stayed in there and didn't 
pay no rent. Every time they come there, it was something, and the house was $16 
a month. She didn't pay no rent, she stayed there over a year. She got rid of -
she paid 'bout - well, she didn't pay $20 in that time. 

(Well, now what do you mean by cutting his picture out of a paper?) 
She'd taken his photograph, you know. He was in the picture - he was a big 
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landlord. 
(Oh, I see.) 
And she'd taken his picture out of the newspaper. 
(I see, out of the newspaper.) 
Yes, the Picayune. 

539 

She made that little coffin and put it down in the bottom - plastered it down 
in there in that little coffin and just buried it - put it behind the piano. 
[New Orleans, La., (824), 1194:1.] 

1788. Jes' lak yo' or I has our picture made, see, an' folks don't like yo'. 
Dey has a way to git up to yo' with this. Well a person dies heah, yo' jes' put 
dat in de casket with dem, an' as de body molt away, see yo' does too. I really 
know that cause ah've see it tried. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1017), 1646:4.] 

1789. You take it and git holt of a person's photograph and jes' like if some 
one dies, you put in that casket on de face - de picture on de face, and dis 
person will jest pine away of dat picture. [Jacksonville, Fla., (559), 694:2.] 

1790. An' old fashioned coffin, dey befo' yo' wus bo'n ah suppose, too; but 
lay it in dere dataway. Yo' cut it. 

(Cut what?) 
Take that photograph an' cut it in three p'ints jest lak that old-fashioned 

coffin dey made. Yo' take it to the grave an' yo' bury it, an' yo' bury it on 
its face In de Name of Jesus. Yo' don't put it no way but on its face, bury him 
in dat grave on his face, a new grave, not a old one, an' yo' bury it in a new 
grave that's not been there long. He'll jes' pass on away. [My note on final 
transcription reads, "This elderly woman supposed to be good - was forgetful -
probably a little scared."] [Memphis, Tenn., (1540), 2786:3.] 

1791. A � would take a girl's pitchure and cut it out de size [shape] of a 
coffin and had pins rowed up in there in some rotation, I don't know what way. 
He knowed what way it was put in by himself, but I've seen de pitchure atchly 
[actually]. He had it cut out just in de shape of a coffin, and pins straight 

up and down of de pitchure, den crost de bottom de pitchure. He was supposed to 
[control] de girl he was likin', dat he was prackly livin' with at dat time, he 

doin' that in order to keep her from anyone else. He cuts de corners, cut it de 
long way just in de shape of a coffin, cut de corners off, narrows it at de foot 
just as, you see, one of those old-fashioned coffins. He had it [the pins] right 
straight down through de center from de breast down, den right object [opposite?] 
with de shoulders across - like it just in de form of a cross. He seem to have 
this pitchure hid away some place in de house. [Richmond, Va., (391), 464:5.] 

1792. They can take that photograph and they can take nine red beans, nine 
brass tacks, nine new needles - nine [new] needles and nine pins, and they can 
put a weight to that and just like that water - you got to throw that - you goes 
you know on de ferry in the middle of the river and sink it; and just like that 
pitchure will mope [molt] away, you'll mope away the same way; cause see, that's 
your pitchure and you can't get it. 

(Well, how do you put these things in the photograph? How do they put them in 
there?) [Informant did not mention a container.] 

Put 'em in the box. [Box in cases of this sort always symbolizes coffin.] 
(Oh, this all goes into the box.) 
Yes, and they nail the photograph down in there. They bend it - stick a tack 

here, a tack there, a tack there, a tack there, till they stick the nine in there 
all around. They put 'em nine beans down in there and they take 'em nine needles 
and cross 'em all about in that pitchure - then the tacks and all be in there -
and throw it in the river. [New Orleans, La., (834), 1254:7.] 

1793. A person will draw your coffin and draw your pitchure and put it in dat 
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coffin and bury dat little coffin up under your doorstep, if dey kin git dere. 
Dey kin put it somewhere round your house and dey'll put dat - draw dat and put 
dat in dere. And den you'll start to gwine right on down - you'll start to get 
sick, start to gittin' sick, start to gittin' sick, and den you go. [Vicksburg, 
Miss., (725), 995:5.] 

1794. I saw is in a matchbox. Dey got a matchbox an' dey cut a pitchure -
drawed a pitchure and named it de person dey was drawin' an' put it into dis 
matchbox an' buried it with de face down. Before dey buried it dey whipped it 
nine mornin's, an' den de ninth mornin' dey buried it with de face down. 

(What is that supposed to do?) 
Well, when you buried with your face down, you know you bound to die - you 

can't live. [Norfolk, Va., (486), 515:13.] 
1795. Now, yo' take a person - I've heard talk of ' em  taking a piece of wood, 

making de shape of a coffin. Well now, yo' take dat wood, see, an' make de shape 
of a coffin. When dey do dat, now yo' take a piece of paper an' cut it jest like 
de shape of a person. Well now, when dey cut dat paper de shape of a person an' 
put in dere, yo'll tack it down. Well, whosomevah it be, if dey's got anything 
in appearance [any hoodoo started against the operator], 'twon't be but three or 
fo' days 'fore dey are daid. 

[This is a conditionaZ death hand.] 
(What do you do with that little box?) 
Yo' take de box, yo' see, "an' dey cut a piece of paper. 
(What do you do with the box after the paper is in it?) 
After yo' put de paper in it, yo' take dat box an' yo'll carry it an' bury it 

jes' lak yo' bury in , a person in a grave. [Waycross, Ga., (1097), 1768:6.] 
1796. Makin' or drawin' a coffin an' writin' a person name in it. Den yo' 

kin draw a coffin an' write dere name an' carry it to de fo'k of a road wit de 
person name an' whut chew want done to it, an' bury it an' curse an' walk on off. 
Dey say dey will die. [Sumter, S. Car., (1365), 2410 : 3.] 

1797. Yo' kin draw a coffin an' put a heart right in de middle of it an' � 
it, an' carry it to a person's place an' put dat undah de house on de sill right 
by dere bed. It won't be long befo' dat coffin will go in dere - won't be long 
'fore one go in dere. [Sumter, S. Car., (1368), 2423:5.] 

1798. Well, yo' take a aig an' draw a casket [coffin] on de aig. 
(Any kind of an egg?) 
A hen aig. 
(And you draw what on it?) 
Draw a pitchure of a casket on de aig, an' yo' take dat aig an' yo' bury it 

fo' nine days in a woolen rag, an' yo' take dat egg after yo've buried it - on de 
eighth day yo' go to where dat aig is an' put chew about a teaspoon of salt, tea
spoon of sulphur an' teaspoon of black pepper, an' in de nine days [on the ninth 
day] it will bust. He'll be a daid man. 

(Where do you bury this egg?) 
Right at de middle of de doorstep. 
(Whose doorstep?) 
De fellah dat yo' an' him livin' disagreeable. 
(The fellow you want to kill?) 
Dat's right - yeah. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1055), 1715:7.] 
1799. In yore yard, fix 'em right at yore steps in de shape of a coffin. Dey 

puts nails - drive ' em  right down in de ground in de shape of a casket. Put six 
nails, ah think it's six - one in de corner an' one in de end. 

[Divide six nails into two parallel rows of three nails each, these rows being 
vertical, and then bring the two top nails closer together. This makes a pointed 
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or th ree-sided head o f  th e old-f ashioned coffin . ]  
(What wil l that do? )  
D ey tell me th at will cause 'em tuh grow sickly . 
(They won' t  di e? ) 
No , j es' commence goin ' down . [Wil son , N. Car . , ( 149 9 ) , 2667:16 . ]  
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1800 . W el l ,  ah h eard of ' em . They could make de  shap e of a cof fin for you to 
kil l you and put it righ t up over your doo r  - be nai led wi th s even nails . They 
wou ld make tha t in the shape of a coff in and if you go under them nai ls - some 
way th ey would fix tho s e  nails , see - you would die, if i t ' s  for you . Heard of 
th at plenty of tim es. [Vi cksbu rg ,  Mi ss. , ( 7 16) , 986: 5 . ] 

1 80 1 .  You take nine penny nai ls and nail dat - lik e  you would make a cof fin.  
Understand . That, if you wanted to  kil l someone . 

(W ell , how do you mean nail them ? I mean fix [arrang e ]  them? What do you do 
wi th them th en?) 

W ell , if you wanted t o  kil l someone , de stroy som eone , you ' ll take those nine 
p enny nails and you nai l  ' em  in de  shap e of a coff in .  

(Oh , I see . You nail them i n  the shape of a coffin . )  
In y our floor , anywhere that you choos e  to nail ' em ,  you understand , and if 

you can, you try to g et a pi ece of th eir sh oe of f the righ t foot on de inside of 
th e ankle up at the top . And you ' l l take and th en na il that down when you make 
de cof fin and de last nail you drive you suppose th at ' ll be throu gh the cent er , 
wh ich w ill be your heart , and you drive that there and they wil l pine away . 1 
have known that doctors pronounced some had T . B . , and every thing , but no doctors 
can cure ' em . They just simply pines away. [R ichm ond , V a . , ( 431) , 385: 10+ 85. ] 

180 2 . Bore a hole in de  tree - and I have seen i t  done .  Just like I had a 
wif e ,  see , and she runs off . If I want to keep her at my hous e , like dis here 
my - dis house mine . Well, if I want keep her at hom e .  See , I ' ll take her lef t
foot shoe and take nine nail s. See , fix it jus t like you f ix a co ffin , and you 
put one in de heel , and two in the middl e ,  and two here and two h ere and two 
h ere - j us t  l ike you make a cof fin . And put dat in her sh oe thataway and dig a 
ho le righ t under those steps , under your bottom step and put dat shoe in dere , 
and den put dem nine nails in dere in de shap e  o f  a cof fin. And I ' ll betcha 
sh e' ll never run off  from dat house no more. 

( I  see . D o  y ou drive th ese nails through the shoe? ) 
Through th e shoe - turn th e sho e  bottomside up . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 74 7), 

101 6 : 11. ]  
180 3 .  Ah've h eard a lady say yo ' kin take mat ches , or s o  many pins - ah don ' t 

know how m any now exactly but ah ' m  go in '  git  all dis together , ah think ah ' ll 
have to come back again - and p erform a casket or coff in under de side of de 
hous e, and nai l nine nail s around . Y o ' know , make it j es ' lak a pe rson's gr ave 
an ' nail nine nail s around de heart . And dey say you ' l l drap dead of f yor e feet . 
[Th e  cof fin is  outl ined with match es see No. 1785,  p . 538 . ] [Mobil e , Ala. , ( 69 7 ), 
94 7 : 4 . ] 

180 4 .  I've heard tell , mak e an image of  a co f fin. Oat wu s  done h eah not so 
many yeahs ago - made de coffin.  An ' den yo ' go an' murder s omep in like a b ird 
or rabbi t or somep in an ' put it in da t cof f in , an ' write chure name on it an ' go 
an ' bury it . An ' dey s ay yo ' can ' t live long - yo ' ll soon have tuh go to de 
Judgment . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1148) , 187 4 : 5 . ] 

1 80 5. [Th ere are many animal- subs titut ion rites l ike the preceding one . Here 
is anoth er : ]  

If yo ' git mad 
draw the per son. 
haid. That ' s  fo ' 

at somebody ah guess , an' yo ' draw a person, yo ' know . Y o '  
Yo' draw a little box an' y o' wri t e  th e person ' s  nam e  on his 
h im tuh go in wh en he  die. An' yo' ketch a frog an ' yo ' � 
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that frog such a person yo' made. Chew hate de person an' [therefore] yo' 'buse 
dat frog nine times fo' nine mawnin's, yo' whippin' him lightly - he's very soft 
flesh yo' see. An' whenevah dat frog die, yo' buries him [both frog and person]. 
Now, dat dere now, dat's good. 

(Now, what do you do with that box?) 
Draw de box lak it wus a coffin. Well, he'll die, an' aftah he dies. 
(Well, what do you do with that paper after you draw on it?) 
Yo' don't do nuthin with it - yo' keep it long as yo' want to. Yo' ain't have 

to do nuthin with it 'tall. It works good 'nuff. [Fayetteville, N. Car., 
(1434), 2601:4.] 

1806. You can take a coffin nail and do anything that chew wish to do as long 
as you use that coffin nail. If it's a man, he gets the coffin nails from a wo

COFFIN NAIL 
man's, outten a woman's coffin; and then he can do anything he wish 
to with that nail whenever he wishes to. And if it's a woman, she 
gets it from outten a man's coffin and wishes whatever she want to 

do. Well, they carry that nail with 'em. They keep that nail in they personal 
affairs somewhere here where the nail'll keep warm. They wrap that in flannel 
or anything. And they keep that saturated in Heapts CoZogne. [Elizabeth City, 
N. Car., (438), 403:11+85.] 

1807. I've heard though of taking nails from a coffin and 
flannel, and give it to a person either for luck or ill luck, 
them to have. They sell from twenty-five cents to a dollar. 
Va., (43), Ed.] 

wrapping it in red 
whichever you want 
[Fredericksburg, 

1808. Coffin nails is good luck. You nail three of 'em ovah de top of yore 
door where you come in at. Each and every morning and every night you stop under 
these nails and make a wish and they claim that will keep all good things coming 
to you. [Washington, D.C., (? a spiritualist), 828:5. ] 

1809. Dere's some kind of powder dat chew git - confusion 
CONFUSION POWDER powdeP. 

(What do you do with that?) 
Of co'se yo' goes dere an' dusts where dey live at, in de house where dey walk 
at, someway, and jes' cause dissatisfaction between de two. [Mobile, Ala., 
(696) , 945 : 5. ] 

1810. Well, it's to keep yore husban' at home an' tuh keep him from goin' wit 
de othah woman, an' tuh keep him from havin' connection wit de othah woman - is 

CROSS VINE 
tuh go in de woods an' git a cross vine [see No. 765, p.255]. Dat 
de vine grows up a tree called de cross vine. Yo' take dis cross 
vine an' yo' carries it home an' yo' take his clothes an' yo' wash 

'em, an' his underwear 'specially, an' boil dis underwear wit dis cross vine, an' 
when he goes to de othah woman he cain't have any connection with her, 'cause dat 
c�oss vine keeps him cposs from her. 

(It cposses them up?) 
Cposses dem up. 
(Does this cross vine grow around here? What does it look like?) 
Yes, lotta 'em call it de c� eat s vine. Uh-huh, it grows up a tree an' jes' 

crosses all up a tree. No othah vine grows up de tree lak dis one. 
(Does it have flowers or anything on it?) 

Has a yellah bloom on it. 
Then yo' take this vine an' yo' put it in de stove an' yo' git it real brown 

an' beats it up into a powder. Yo' take this powders an' put it in his shoes -
see, dis powder be [like] dust aroun' an' he cain't see it. An '  let him wear dat 
in his shoe an' he cain't CP08S wit dis woman. An' fin'lly she will quit him an' 
he'll quit her, because her man will wanta go with her an' dey's in deep love an' 
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dey have connection same way. 
(You do both these things together, wash his underclothing with this cross 

vine an' also make a powder of it?) 
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Yes, makes a powders of dis cross vine. [Wilson, N. Car., (1492), 2662:1.] 
1811. De bones of a dead man - yes, dey showed me dat in my studies. [This 

small-time doctor now tells me how to make and sell bone rings .] You take de 

DEAD 
BONE FROM 

bones of a dead man and if you kin get it and dry it and if anybody 
wanta do anything to you - anything in any way, you take that bone 
of a dead man and have ring make of it and vear dat ring. A bone 
ring dey call it - and nobody kin harm you. And if you git de bone 

of a dead man and make dat ring yourself, you kin sell those fer five dollars 
apiece - each ring is five dollars. Then everybody come to you and you say, "Now 
you put this ring on - it cost you five dollars" - be sure and make them give it 
to you first - "dat 's a real ring - give it special to you and nobody kin harm 
you." You git dat bone - you speak to de undertaker when he begin embalmin' a 
body. He embalm de body and get a bone for you. You see dat's de spirit. There 
206 bones in every parts of de body. [Charleston, S. Car., (512), 583:2.] 

1812. If yo' take an ' make a place up in yore chimley, where yo ' kin place 
yore whiskey, see, an ' yo ' kin take an '  git chew dis heah dead man's bone. An '  
yo ' take this dead man bone, yo ' see, an' beat it up fine, yo ' see, an' at de 
hearth, yo' take an' dig up around de hearth, yo ' understand, an' yo' place this 
around there, an' they claim dat de law can't go ovah de dead man 's bone. [Here 
is the great theme of dead men guarding buried treasure - see pp.1ll-l35. ] 
[Fayetteville, N. Car.·, (1398), 2518:14.] 

1813. Ah heard 'em say, take a dead person's bone. If yo' can't, yo' know 
chop it up as small as yo' wanta, why yo' jes '  wrap it up yo' see; an' if yo' 
can't git under de house, git some small chile tuh put it right middleways of 
dat house an ' it'll break yo '  [them] up. [Brunswick, Ga., (1211), 2048:8.] 

1814. Yo' kin sew it yo ' see, aftah it's petrified - yo' kin sew it in a rag. 
(This bone from the dead person?) 
Yes, an ' dress it ovah wit whiskey an' oil of cinnamon an' yo' be lucky fo' 

anything that chew be's trying tuh run. [Memphis, Tenn., (949), 1531:3.] 
1815. Take a bone from a dead person an' drop a penny at de side of de grave, 

an' yo' kin take dis an' bury under yore step an' he'll come to be a spirit dere 
an' come to be jest; in other words yo' can 't live dere. Somebody will be coming 
all de time - somebody be knockin ' on de do'. Ah hear mah grandmother talk a 
lots about dat - knocking on de do' an' jes ' disturbing. Yo' can 't live dere. 

(That is another way of making a person move out? Out of the house?) 
Yes suh. [Waycross, Ga., (1080), 1748:6.] 
1816. In gamblin' - ah used tub heah yo' could take a dead man's fingernail -

cut off a dead man 's fingernail an ' git to a game an' say for 'bout thirty minute 
anyway nobody couldn't tetch yo'. 

DEAD (�at would you do with these fingernails?) 
FINGERNAIL FROM Jes' take dese nails an' tie 'em up in a piece of flannel an ' 

put a thimblespoonfula sulphur in dere wit it an ' tie it up wit 
some black peppah. Tie it up an ' tote in yore watch pocket, an' ever' now an' 
den yo' put chure finger in yore watch pocket, an '  den come back an' put chure 
han ' on de cards. An' yo' wouldn 't be caught fo' no mo' 'bout thirty minutes. 
But yore mind will come to yo' an' tell yo' tuh quit, an ' if yo' don't quit den, 
why co 'se yot goin ' go ahead back tub losin' den. [Wilson, N. Car., (1479), 
2658:9.] 

• 
1817. De way yo' do that - yo' know dat a person is real sick, but let �t be 

a man. Dis is anothah thing for joomoo, too. Well, yo ' cuts dat off - lak yo' 
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have anybody real sick, yo' go an' cut off dis one fingernail, jes' one of demo 
(Of the sick person?) 
Yeah, dat yo' knows 'spectin' tub die. An' yo' take dat fingernail an' yo' 

keep it until dey bury dat person. An' when dey bury dat person, yo' take dat 
fingernail an' jest do 1ak dis, yo' know - jes' double it one time, jes' lak dat 
an' let de two p'ints shet good. Jes' have it 1ak dat an' keep dat fo' twelve 
days befo' yo' goin' use it. An '  yo' take dat an' hit good fo' most anything. 
When yo' keep it, git chew a IiI' bit of alcohol an' put it in dere [in the small 
bottle of alcohol] an' ever'time yo' go tuh gamblin', yo' jes' take a little bit 
an' po' it right between dem two bones [demonstrates]. 

(Between these two bones on the wrist; these two knobs that are on the wrist.) 
Jes' drop de least bit of alcohol with dat [finger]nail in it - right between 

dere, jes' drop it right on dere as yo' goin' out tuh gamble. Dat's good fo' 
luck in gamblin'. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1 450) , 2633:3.] 

1818. Take a woman's hair, from a dead woman an' cut de little tip end of her 
hair an' cut it off an' git it out chew know. An' yo' kin count nine strands· of 

DEAD 
HAIR FROM 

it out an' tie dat in a knot an' wear it aroun' yo'. Dey tell me yo' 
kin git a job anywhere yo' goes. [Wilson, N. Car., (1479), 2659:1.] 
1819. [In my earlier collecting days a hairba ZZ among white inform
ants was: "A cow licks her hair and that hair goes down in the left 

side of the pouch and that forms a ball, and if you have one of those in your 
hand you can bewitch anyone." This object is sometimes called a witah-baU: 
"One morning the cow didn't come up for milking and they went out to find the cow 
and found it dead. It had been shot in the thigh with a hair-baZZ • • • •  You see, a 
witch always uses a silver bullet or a hair-baZZ to kill anything, and this man 
[witch] had shot the cow with one of those wi tah hair-ba Us." FACI, 2ed. , 
Nos. 15884 & 15885, p.797; see a Zso No. 16151, p . 827.] 

[In the following account we have a different hairba ZZ:] 
Now, dere's a hairba Z Z  - dat's concernin' a lady, misfortune between yo' an' 

her. Now, yo' kin wear dis hairbaZZ  tuh keep in contact with her an' yo' kin 
wear it dat chew may nevah git in contact with her no mo'. 

(What kind of a hairbaZZ do you mean?) 
It's an ordinary hairbaZZ. 
(Well, where do you get that hair?) 

Well, it's hair dat's from ole dead people, yo' know, befo' it's event'lly 
decayed - it's spoiled. Put it in a thimble or somethin' round that chew may put 
it in a ball. Quite natural, by it gittin' air it will not, yo' know whut ah 
mean - fade away. Quite natural if yo' know de person that die - every thin , all 
right. 

Nowt this hairbaZZ - it comes 
yo' must put this in a bag - yo' 

[The latter was a small cloth 
"rolling your own" - making your 
the picture of a bull.] 

in a ball. To keep in contact with this party, 
know, somethin' lak a BuZZ Durham sack. 
sack containing a cigarette mixture used in 
own cigarettes. The paper label on the sack had 

Yo' make a small bag small enough fo' it tub git in. Now, tuh keep in contact 
with this person, yo' must put this hairbaZ Z  in that bag an' sew it. Make nine 
stitches, an' dere's three words yo' must say while sewin', "With me Fo'evah." 
Yo' know, as yo' make a stitch, jes' say a word. Now at de end, when yo' git tub 
de end of de bag, do not make a knot in it. Make three turns wit chure needle -
yo' know, 1ak yo' be sewin' dis, jes' pass it roun' dere three times. Den yo' 
git chew a string an '  put nine knots in dis string an' de ninth knot, yo' take a 
needle an' attach it to dat bag an' wear that next to-yore skin. 

Now, tuh git rid of dis lady event 'ally , wear dis hdirbaZZ jes' outright -
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don't put it nex' tuh yore skin . Fo' instant [instance], 1ak yo' got chure coat 
on der e , dis top pocket heah - jes ' keep it in dat pocket , j es' outside from yo' . 
See. An' yo' wear it thataway yo'll nevah come in contact with her . 

That ' s  al l it is to the hairabatl.. [Algiers, La. , (1581) , 2917 : 4.] 
1820. You take a bone from a dead man's right hand. You go to the cemetery 

and dig them up , and you make a pair of dice out of them. And when you get in a 

DEAD 
HANDS FROM 

RIGHT AND LEFT 

dice game - I don't mean a gambling c lub but around these jobs 
that have payday, they have a big dice game and you g o  in there 
with these dice and you are more than likely t o  win. [ O c ean 
City , Md . ,  (14), Ed.] 
1821. I heerd a fellah say once when I was in C leveland , Ohio, 

there working, you meet all kind of peop le , and I heerd 'im say that he could 
take the left hand of a dead person and wouldn't nobody co uld arrest ' im. He 
could do anything he wanted to . [Snow Hil l, Md., ( 92), 7:1 . ] 

182 2. I remember on one occasion there was a couple of fellows made up their 
mind to rob a house . The one said to the other, "What way shflll we go?" The 

DEAD 
THIEF'S CANDLE OR LIGHT 

HAND OF GLORY 

o ther fellow said to the other one, "Come and go with 
me in the graveyard. I know th e fellow. He j ust died 
about thr ee weeks ago. We want to go ther e and dig him 
up and get him out of th e grave . There is a certain 
part of his body I want to g et before I go to the p lace 

wh ere we have decided to go . "  And they were successfu l in g etting this body from 
the ground, and they g ot what off of it they wanted , then they put it back in the 
g round and went on their j ourney. 

After going on that j ourney, this piece they go t from that b ody, it would burn 
the same as a candle . You t ake and light that . When you light that you put it 
to the keyhole of somebody ' s  door . And wh enever that odor gets in there and the 
occupants smell that odor, they will all fal l  asleep and they will never wake up 
while this light is burning . Th en you can ransack this house all you want to so 
long as the light b urns. When you g et away fr om the house you blow this light 
out and immed iat ely these people will all wake up . [O ld Point Comfort , Va., 
(27), Ed . ;  1876 near Norfolk , Va . ]  

1823 . Yo' take an' go to de graveyard ,  if yo' wanta g o  anywhere or wanta do 
anything . Yo ' ll go to de graveyard an' cut a piece out of de person - a sinnah 
back . 

(Out of their body - their back?) 
Dat's right . An' make a candle. Take an ' fry i t  - yo' know, j es '  cook it 

down . Take de gr ease out it an' make a candle an' take that candle an' do any
thing in de world yo' want . 

(What would they do with the cand le? Do you know how they would handle that?) 
Well , dey j es' take aftah dey make de candle an' wh enevah they ' s makin' this 

candle , dey'l l  call de Lord's Name . S ee. An' whenevah d e  cand le is co ld, yo' 
see, den dey kin take it an' go anywher e an ' do any thing dey want wi t dat candle . 
[ Fayett eville, N. Car., ( 143 2) , 2590:7.] 

LETTER TO DEAD 
1824. When a person speak about dey wri t e  de dead, yo' know -
fo' de numbers yo ' know . 
(Just how do they d o  that?) 

Well, dey jest write 'em - jes ' yo' write some yo ' p eop les , says ,  "Dear Fren ' , I 
would like tuh hear from yo'. I am writin' yo' few lines to let chew know I am 
well . I wants dis number . I wants chew will please send hit to me tonight while 
ah'm sleep . "  

An' yo ' set chew a g lass of wat er an' fold d e  letter up - set de glass of 
wat er on top de letter , an' dis ghost will come an' bring yo' de number in yo' 
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sleep. He might come in de form of a cow or a dog or a horse but he'll bring yo' 
de number. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1007), 1627:4; from a Numbers player.] 

1825. Dey build whut chew call a dead man. Dey usually goes an' dey gits 
clay from a fresh grave dat's someone yo' know, an' dey take dat clay an' dey 

mixes it up wit SUlphur an' red peppah an' puts it undah de step -
DEAD MWN round de front step. Dat usually brings in people or either carries 

' em  out - jes' whichsomevah yo' wish. Yo' have tuh wish fo' date 
(What did you say about making a dead man?) 

Yo' use clay an' red peppah an' sulphur. 
(Well, what do you mean by making a dead man?) 
Well, because it's a person yo' know an' dey jes' died yo' understand, an' yo' 

use it because it's fresh. Yo' gits it at de full of de moon. [Sumter, S. Car., 
(1342), 2322:13.] 

1826. (The people playing polioy will play the number of the house where the 
man died?) 

Cer'inly does. If dey die in de night, dat next day dey jumps right on dat 
�h�o�u� s�e_a�n�' �p�l� a�y�i� t __ d�e�n�ex __ t_d

�
a_y� .• Dey plays it fo' 'bout three or fo' months or 

somepin lak date 
DEATH TAKES A HAND (What do they call the number8 down here? Do they call it 

polioy or bolito or what?) 
It's stook - dey call it stook. Dey don't play de polioy, de play de [something] 
stook - de olearin' house stook. [Florence, S. Car., (1292a). 2192:5.] 

DEVIL'S DUST 

(They throw it 
Yes, sir. 

1827. Oh. after you move out, you mean? 
(No, if you are trying to make him move out.) 
Oh, yeah, dat's to throw some kin'a stuff called de devil's dust. 
at my house?) 

(Where do they get this devil's dust?) 
They gets it from de drug store. 
(I see. That makes you move.) 
Yes sir. [New Orleans, La., (791), 1102:12.] 
1828. Well, now listen. Tuh keep de officers away from yore house, yo've 

got'a git devil powder. Ah guess yo' know whut dat is, don't chew? Well, yo' 
git that in St. Louis - devil p�der. 

DEVIL POWDER (What do you do with the devil powder?) 
Yo' jis' sprinkle it. 

(Sprinkle it around. Who sells it in St. Louis?) 
Well, now, ah've got a book on it. 
(I wish you would bring that book over and show it to me.) 
Ah will. [No one ever brought a bookl] [Memphis, Tenn., (916), 1485:6.] 
1829. All right, yo' kin take Hearts Cologne. Yo' git chew Hearts Cologne 

an' yo' go to de - yo' know de devil's-shoestring. Yo' git de devil's-shoestring 
an' yo' cut it in fo' pieces to a inch - one inch long, an' 

DEVIL'S-SHOESTRING yo' put it into yo' little sack an' yo' keep dat devil's-
string. Wear it in dat Hearts Cologne, keep it where it'll 

smell loud, an' whensomevah yo' go to gamble why yo' renew it ovah wit dat Hearts 
ColOgne. Keep it where it will scent - where everybody kin git de scent of it. 
Dat's lucky in gambling. [Waycross, Ga., (1161), 1936:8.] 

1830. Dey say if yo' git some devil's-shoestring an' nine shots out of a 
shell - nine shots an' three lengths of devil's-shoestring. Yo' 'sposed to keep 
dat with yo' an' yo' kin put most any kind of perfume on it. An' yo' have a 
piece of lodestone with it - dat makes it bettah. Dat's whut ah hear a man say 
he wus doin' - ah seen some of it. 
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(How did he carry that?) 
Jes' put it in a little bag an' put it in yore pocket. [Florence, S. Car., 

(1293), 2194:7.] 
183 1. Fo' a gamblin' han' yo' git chew some blacksnake root an' some devil's

shoestring an' some John de Conker, an' some cinnamon, an' a van-van perfume. 
An '  yo' git chew a piece of shammy. Yo' put dese ingredients in dere wit de 
silver dime, an' yo' takes dat perfume an' yo' dresses it an' yo' wears dat piece 
in yore pocket. 

(What will that do then?) 
That's supposed tuh be a gamblin' han' - whut dey call it. [Algiers, La., 

(1577), 2903:5.] 
1832 . An' you know dey tryin' harm you. Well, all you got'a do - git chew a 

piece of devil's-shoestring and git chew some of dis salt and red peppah see, and 
devil's-shoestring and some sulphur. And you take it and wear some in your shoes 
and take an' make a belt out of it, out of de shoestring, see, and wear it around 
your waist. But chew use a little piece of copper wire, you understand, mix a 
little piece of copper wire in it. If you ain't got devil's-shoestring, spread 
it [copper wire] out round your waist - see, you kin just ball de little piece of 
copper wire up and put it in dere amongst de red pepper, see. And then when you 
do that, you take and wear it around your waist. That would stop anybody, they 
couldn't do anything. They can't do nothing to you but put in your stomach, if 
dey goin' get chao That's the only way they kin get chao [Charleston, S. Car., 
(? ) ,  640:2.] 

1833. Ah heard yo' taken dat [chamber lye] an' put some devil vinegar in it 
an' some war watah, an' take de chamber lye an' bury it into de bottle. An' as 

long as dat bottle in dere, yo' goin' suffer real bad until yo' 
DEVIL VINEGAR pass away to bones come through yore body. 

(You have to get hold of some of that person's own urine, own 
chamber lye, and put this war water with it and this devil vinegar, and put it 
in a bottle?) 

Yes. [New Orleans, La., (15 58), 2836:9.] 
1834. Well, dey kin take yore hand-writin' - sho' dey kin. Ah've heard that. 

Dey take - lak yo' write me a lettah an' ah wanta do yo' something, ah take yore 
writin' an '  ah fold it, ah fold it nine times. Den ah put me some pins an' nee
dles, nine needles an' nine pins in that an' put it in some steel dust an' some 
devil watah an' some ammonia an' bury it. Den yo' act'lly goin' tuh die. 

(What is devil watah?) 
Devil watah is devil vinegar. 
(And when you fold it how do you fold it? Fold it to you like this?) [1 

demonstrate.] 
No, fold it from yo'. [New Orleans, La., (1558), 2837:9.] 
1835. Well, yo' kin take a pair of dice an' put 'em away, pee on 'em, see. 

Pee on a pair of dice an' shet it up in a airtight box an' put some salt in on 
dem dice - table salt. See, table salt is somethin' slick. See, 

DICE AS HANDS put some salt on those dice an' put 'em away an' let dat salt an' 
pee stay on dat dice dere fo' a while. An' yo'll always be lucky 

when yo' goin' out wit dice in yore pocket. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (14 15), 
2546:2.] 

1836 . For luck in gambling, 1 used to buy handS. 
(Yes?) 
One hand I bought, it was full of charcoal - there wasn't nuthin to dat one. 

But the other hand, it was purtty good. Ah bought me a ring, see, and my birth
stone was in it. And 1 would use lodestone and 1 could soak dice in pepper and 
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chamber Lye - keep those dice soaked in 'em, you see. And jus t like I run a gam
bling house and you come dere, well, you see I'm always got two pair of dice . 
Well , the dice what you shoot, they're soaked in that s tuff - in that lodes tone 
and chamber lye. But now , when it come round for me to shoot the dice, I'm go ing 
to shoot that other pair. Well, you see , you losing all de time; you can ' t  make 
a point on it , but I'm going make a point because I'm shoo ting a diff'rent pair . 
See . 

(I see . The pair you see , you don ' t  do anything to at all?) 
No , s ir. I don ' t  do anything to hit at  all . And I keep my t able , jus t like 

I got this cloth on here . I take and get me some silver - 'bacco siLver. 
(Wha t ' s  that?) 

Silver of f o f  tobacco , you know , chewing tobacco. 
(Silver paper off of tobacco [ tin foil] , I see . ) 

Yassuh , take that silver and I pad i t  under this here tablecloth , see. I keep 
a shoot ing on de cloth all the time. Well , I pad that under there and I get me 
some - some pound - you see, i t ' s  pound lodes tone , pound lodestone. 

(You mean like powder?) 
Yes , i t's made up like dust. Well, I get s ome of  that and I put dat silver 

down and I sprinkle dat lodes tone under dat silver and put dat s ilver over it. 
(I  see.) 
I put dat cloth over dat e  See . Well, you don't know what's under date But 

it ' s  all in my favor , none in yours - i t's coming in my f avor all the time but 
it's none in yours. 

(I  see - in shoot ing the dice.) 
In shoot ing de dice. And you shoot dem dice on dat table , you kill 'em; 

you'll get a point , but it ' s  three to one that you make that point. See , I can 
give you - ah'd give you odd bets on i t. Why? Because I know ah'm got cinches 
on you , you ain't got none on me; but ah 'm  g o t  cinches on you because I jus t  
natch'ly know. Then , af ter I give you odds o n  it ,  I kin turn in and switch dem 
dere - ketch dem dice and throw dat - send another pair out - the same d ice but 
not the same dice what you got the points with . See . 

(I see . ) 
And you going miss. 
(That silver [ tin foil]  under the table [ cloth] then makes the fellow you are 

playing against - makes him miss?) 
Yes , sir. [Vicksbur g, Miss . ,  (735), 1006 : 1 . ] 
1837 . Dey say also that you take that dirt dauber's nest an ' .yo' go to  any

body ' s place of busines s an' pound it  [ the nes t ]  all up an' jes' walk in there 
an' throw it anywhere round where they have to walk ovah it , an' 

DIRT DAUBER dey say they wouldn ' t  have any job - i t  loses i t . Den de boss an' 
deyself will fall out. [This rite makes a person lose his job. 

Since dir t dauber dirt causes confusion, i t  is used in many confusion r i tes -
family quarrels, moving person out of  house , etc.] [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car., 
(1414) , 2545:11. ] 

1838. Yo' kin use a dishrag fo ' dis purpose. If anybody visitin ' yo' an' yo' 
want s tuh give 'em luck, when dey be steppin' out chure house , why yo ' jest throw 

dat dishra, at 'em . Dat gives 'em luck . Lak if a fellah is goin ' off 
DISHRAG lookin' fo a job , his wife will throw a dishrag aftah him. [Algiers, 

La . ,  (1575), 2900:7.] 
1839 . The only thing I heard, they say you kin take an ' - when you washin ' the 
di shes , wash your face with the dishrag . They say that'll make you hold a job. 
[Wilmington , N. Car . ,  (322) , 255:8+85.] 

1840 . See , ah takin' in a little washin' an ' ironin'. Wal , I'se makin' good 
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and she call herself fren' of me an' I believed ' er then. So she come to mah 

DOG 
house an' says, "Ann, come heah a minute." An I ah went to her. She says, 
"Come walk around a piece with me." Well, ah did, but ah said, "Well, ah 
ain' t got time cause ah gotta go an' wash." 

Well, there was another woman called me at de time, says, "Ann, do yo' know who 
dat woman is dat walk wit chew." Ah says, "Yes, dat' s Lulu Taylor." She says, 
"Wal, now, ah want tell yuh dat woman will put chew in de worst luck - she put 
chew in de worst luck yo' evah been in yore life. That's Lulu Taylor' s job. She 
call herself great frien's but she kin put chew in de worst luck yo' evah saw and 
yo' watch what ah tell yuh." She says, "Lulu Taylor is goin' put chew in hard 
luck," cause she has put her [speaker] in hard luck. She says, "She goin' put 
chew in hard luck." Ah says, "Well, how will she do that?" [She] says, "She 
goin' burn sulphur on Friday on yo' and she goin' to git graveyard dirt to run 
yo' 'way from heah. Dat's what she goin' do; put chew in de worst kind of luck." 

Wal, she did do it. She asked me to C()lDe home wit her and ah went and says -
when she got a piece out she says, "Ann, does yo' know where any white dog manure 
is? Wal, ah wanna git some." She say a man's name. Now, it was a man there she 
had been knockin' aroun' wit, an' another woman come and commence to l08e time 
with him. She say, "Come on an' go with me." Ah said to mahself, "Ef she goin' 
do this kind of trick, ah wanta see how it's done." Ah goes with her. She went 
to the graveyard and she dug in top of dis grave, down in de grave about dat deep 
[demonstrates] • 

(To her elbow.) 
An '  she got some dirt out of the grave and she say, "Heah' s a penny." She put 

de penny down and tuk away de dirt, come on back to wheah I was wit it in her 
han' and says, "What ah want chew to do de first time yo' see any white dog's 
manure, git it fer me." Wal, by time she got to de house, ah walks on heah and 
ah see it. Ah calls her and she come on back dere to dat stuff. She mix dis 
heah stuff and put three pins in dere. She put three pins in dis stuff she had 
fixed - she wouldn't tell de [other] stuff she had. But she run dis man away. 
Ah know she done dat. Dat [given name] Thompson, ah think it was [his given 
name] - she run him away from there. Well, he went. 

[The preceding statement, come on back to wheah I was, shows the first rule of 
graveyard procedure - all rites must be performed by operator alone. A good 
illustration of this is the man who waits outside graveyard while woman enters; 
he not speaking to woman again until they reach home (8ee No. 77, p.32). Present 
informant talking about penny is merely after-the-rite knowledge projected for
ward. If present operator had mentioned penny to present informant before-the
rite, she would have violated the rule of secrecy, this causing failure.] 
[Jacksonville, Fla., (594), 765:14.] 

1841. You know what they make that out of? 
(No. ) 
Well, I'll tell you what they make that out of - that's made out of snake

hides. That's what they make that out of - they make that out of snakehides. 

DOLL BABY OR SNAKEH1DE 
NO NATURE HAND 

What's sewed inside of it is ordinary sawdust - sawdust 
and brown sugar. And you can keep that under a person' s 
bed and a man'll never have no nature for his wife. 
[While machine is off we talk about another hand.] 

(Well, what shape would they fix it up?) 
Fix it up just the shape of a person - two arms and two legs with the body 

made to it. And if you put that under a woman's bed, she ain't going to be much 
service to her husband - her and her husband be fussful all the time. 

(What did you say they make that out of?) [I am trying to pick up what was 
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lost while machine silent.] 
Sawdust - take sawdust and alum. Take you a piece of alum, powdered alum. 

Take you a little piece of bluestone and powder it. Take a piece of garlic and 
tie the garlic around it. Understand? And put it under a woman's bed. 

(Well, what do you use for the outside cover?) 
Outside cover on it? Just tie it around with a string, you don't have to wrap 

it in anything - just put in, open her mattress and put it in a mattress. 
(What did you say about a snakehide a moment ago?) 
A snakehide? You could take a snakehide and use that - just clip a person's, 

a piece of a person's hair and burn it. You understand? 
(In fixing this do II baby - how was that made, did you say?) 
You takes ordinary sawdust - just take ordinary sawdust. If you want to make 

a woman disagreeable - things disagreeable in a horne for a woman and her husband, 
take ordinary sawdust, a piece of garlic, a piece of alum and a piece of blue
stone, and powder that. And mix it in that sawdust and sew it up in that form of 
a person - see, like - just like a little small dolt baby - a small piece of it. 

(What kind of material would you use for that --rorm?) 
For wrapping that in? 
(Yes. ) 
Bed ticking. 
(Any kind?) 
No, not any kind, bed ticking - something that a mattress or pillow is made 

out of, not any kind of material. 
(Oh, I see. Well, why is that?) 
Because you wants to lay the stripes according to the rise and fall of the 

�. That's why we do that. You want to make the stripes so that on the shape 
of that thing like a person it lays with the rise and fall of the sun. You lays 
it like you take a dead person is buried with their head to the east - I mean to 
the west and their feet to the east. You lay that thing with the head to the 
east and the feet to the west. That's against the life of any person it's under. 

(Now, where do you put this little doll?) 
You put it in - you put it under or in a mattress. But the best way you do, 

if you can open the mattress and put it in there, sew it in the mattress. Just 
know how you got it - lay it in the position and lay it right in that mattress 
where they lay on that. And that woman'll have trouble in her house with her 
husband as long as she sleeps on it. [New Orleans, La., (828) , 1216:1.] 

1842. Dis whiskey an' sugah - fo' a man if he's runnin' round. Yo' cut dat 
yettah domestia - ah mention dat, an' yo' cut chew a little man out. Dat's right 
in de shape of a little man an' put it in dat bottle. 

(What bottle?) 
In de bottle whut chew put dat whiskey in, yore whiskey an' yore ahamber tye 

an' de sugah. An' take dat an' set it back, if yo' want him tuh stay dere; an' 
set it in a cloth in a corner, jes' let it set down jes' lak de man do an' let 
it stay dere seven days. An' if he's out anywhere in town, he'll come back. But 
yo' got'a have de shape of de man altogethah. 

(He doesn't drink that whiskey or anything? Just keep it in the bottle?) 
No suh - dat's all. [Memphis, Tenn., (1548) , 2813:1.] 
1843. Dey could go tuh dat house an' git some dirt from de do'steps an' carry 

it an' put it in runnin' watah, an' dat will cause ' em  - dey have tuh leave de 
house, dey couldn't stay dere. 

DOORSTEP DIRT (What do you mean by the dirt from the doorstep?) 
Right from where yo' have tuh walk out. 

(You pick that dirt up and throw that in running water.) [See Doorstep Dust in 
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subsection Business and Customers. ]  [Wilson, N. Car. , (1508) , 2676 : 1. ]  
1844 . Dragon blood an' spread it ovah yore han' - yes sir - an' 

DRAGON'S BLOOD yo' dress yo'se1f with it an' g o  dere an' ast him fo'  a job , an' 
yo'  lookin' him right st raight in de f ace - an' ast him f o ' a 

job. Well , he wouldn ' t dare tuh turn yo' down. [ Dragon's blood is used in many 
combinations. ] [Waycross , Ga. , ( 1157) , 1928 : 7 . ]  

1845. She kin g o  to t he drug store an' g et her some drawing oi l .  
( Some drawing oi l? ) 

Yes. Get her some stee l dus t ,  an' get some Jockey C lub Perfume. 
DRA WING OIL (Jockey Club ?) 

Yeah. An' put his name down on a p iece of paper t hree times an' 
soak it i n  that bot tle. 

(And then what will she do?)  
An' she j is' keep dat an' shake it up an' make her wish over it.  
( That'll b ri ng t he man back? ) 
He 'll come back. [New Orleans, La . , (787 ) , 1097:4. ] 
1846. (What d o  they do with the shoes?) 
They kin dress your shoes. 
(How d o  they dress them? Do you know?) 

Well, how would they dress your shoes? I had a pair of shoes dressed f or me, 
but it was dressed f or my good - f or luck for me. An' t hen the lady made a 
lea ther pad f or me. 

( Why was that ?) 
She made another pad . She had inside this [ pad] , she had a silver dime • • • •  My 

husband was away f rom me. All right . An' f rom the way things was worki n' out -
he were workin' , he were makin' plenty money. The way things was workin' out, 
I wasn' t gitt in' whut I 's suppose to gi t .  An' f rom the way t hings were , he sent 
for me to send belongings of his'n away from here that should of stayed here. 
You understand. So I went to see ab out myself . So she explained every thing t o  
me. So she told me, she say, " I 'm gon'a make you a pad to wear in your shoe . " 

(P ad?) 
Yes. New leather. An' she made t hat. She put a silver dime, put some he and 

she lodestone , some stee l dust in there, some drawin ' oi l she put in there.  She 
sewed t hat up. She g ive it to me to wear under the bot tom of my f eet. An' she 
give me a bottle wi th some drawin ' oil , an' ever' day to put one drop on the pad ;  
take an' pu t three drops here - under t he door [ on t he saddle ] , an' t here . 

( Oh, the hinges - on the t op and lower hinges. ) 
Yeah. And in thirty days time, she say ,  he would be knockin' on the door . 

So, all right. The day when the thirty days was up,  he didn ' t come that day . 
He come that nig ht. [New Orleans , La. , ( 7 8 7 ) , 1098 : 12.] 

1847 . Dey did have somepin lak dat call a dustman - a dustman . He ' d  
DUST�N come tuh yore house - one dat was quiet anyway , he could j es'  sprinkle 

dat in dere an' he could come on in dere an' git anything out de house 
that chew g ot in there an' yo' wouldn ' t waken till he git out . 

(What kind of dust would he sprinkle in there?) 
I t 's a powder - yo' orders it tho. I t's a sleepin' p owder , dey call it - t uh 

put chew tuh sleep . [ St .  P et ersburg , Fla. , ( 97 7 ) , 1585 : 3. ] 
1848 . Now , heah's anothah instant [ instance] - if yo' wanta run 

EGG a person outa town , yo' write dere name. Yo' gi t  a hen ai g an' 
WALKT�BLUES yo' write dere name dis way nine times all ovah de aig , an ' take 

it t o  de r ivah an' throw it in de rivah an' make a wish. Yo' got 
tuh always ma ke a evil wi sh j is' lak you said, " That son-of-a-bitch leave town . " 
See, an' throw it i n de rivah - lak de Mississippi Rivah ou t dere , yo' know dat 
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goes ever ' where . An ' dat ' ll give ' em de �alkin ' blues - dey ' ll wa lk outa town . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 20) , 1487 : 7 . ]  

1849 . Once a ole man wus g oin ' wit me , an ' ah had a very trif lin ' husband , 
an ' he [ole man] went away on a Saturday t o  [ Somebody ]  Mammy [poot doatop] , an '  
h e  come Sunday night an ' he come between twelve an ' one a ' clock , s o  he said 
[ later ] , an' put a aig undah de steps . An ' when he [husband ] got up tuh go to 
de fiel ' Monday mawnin ' to  de cot ton , de aig wus lay in , out in de yard . An ' mah 
husb an '  made known to me , say , "Ab wonder where dat dirty lookin ' aig come from? " 
An '  he walked ovah de aig . An ' wh en ah speak ab out it in de cotton pat ch ' fore 
his [ o Ze man ] chillern , an ' his chillern tell i t  to his wi fe , he come back an ' 
ast me why did I talk about dat aig - he put it there [ becaus e] he hate tuh s ee 
a trif lin ' man destroy a good woman . So dat ' s whut ah know ' bout dat part . 

An '  f in ' lly , aftah all , mah husban ' went away an '  he ' s  contin ' lly goin ' ti ll 
yet . An' ah done heared twice since then . [ Sumter , S . Car . , ( 13 5 3 ) , 2 3 13 : 5 . ]  

1850 . Take a pin an ' put a li ttle hole in it [ chicken egg ] an ' put some of 
yore blood in that little hole . Yo ' know , yo ' v e  s een dem little eye-dropper or 

EGG 
CRAWL LIKE A SNAKE 
WANDER LIKE AN ANT 

nos e-dropper , somethin ' ,  drain i t  down lak that . Take a 
s trand of yore hair an ' stick it down in ther e - in that 
hole an ' carry it out in the woods where yo ' knOw that 
snake ' s  there - mos t  any kind of a little bug or something 
is , yo ' know . But chew put some sugah roun ' there yo ' see . 

See , that aig is goin ' tuh sweat , chew know , an ' that sug ah is goin ' dissolve and 
the ants or what evah gi ts ovah to it first , that ' s  j is '  whut - if it b e  a snake , 
well , yo ' ll crawl lak a snake ; if a ant gits  holt ' a  it , well yo ' ll j is t  wander 
aroun ' j is t  lak a ant . [Little Rock , Ark . , (89 6 ) , 1467 : 11 . ] 

. 
1851 . I f  yo ' wants tuh b e  lucky in a game , yo ' gits a hen aig an ' each one 

who ' s  in dere , yo ' know , dat p layin ' in dis game - dey go dere an ' look at it , 

EGG 
GAMBLING HAND 

an ' write each one name down on de aig , an ' take it an '  put it 
in yore pocket an ' go on. Yo ' ll b e  lucky in de game . 
(Well , who - you mean the people who are p laying in this game? ) 
Well , j es t  lak ah wants to git  - yo ' know , go in dis game an ' 

someb ody wanta give me somepin fo ' luck . Well , he ' ll j es '  git a hen aig , yo '  
know , an ' go up der e  an ' see who all in de hous e playin ' in common - see whut 
dere name . Write each person down dat playin ' in de game on d e  aig . Well , go 
out [ to write  these names ] an ' come b ack an ' put de aig in his pocket . He ' ll b e  
lucky in dat game . 

(Any kind o f  chicken egg ? )  
Yes s ir - hen aig , any kinda aig . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 119 7 ) , 2014 : 8 . ] 
185 2 . Some people down there [ round Charles ton , South Carolina] , they claim 

they have the evil eye . Whenever they meet one o f  thes e p ersons , especially if 

EVIL EYE 
they look them right in the eye ,  they ' r e supposed to walk b ackward and 
count t en .  That i s  t o  break the bad luck sp ell . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  (43) , Ed . ; speaker heard this while living in Jacksonville ,  Fla . ] 

1853 . Git chew some lump incens e .  Some p eople don ' t us e red flannel - yo ' kin 
use shammy skin an ' yo ' make yo ' a li ttle Zuak bag. Yo ' put chew a lit t le s ilver 

FISHHEAD ROCK 
dime in dere . An '  yo ' put chew ab out three pieces of that lump 
incense in dere and yo ' put yo ' some guinea peppahs in dere , an '  
i f  yo ' got a fi shhead poak yo ' put that in dere . Den yo ' s ew  i t  

up on a pie ce o f  garlic . 
(Fishhead poak? ) 
Yeah , da t only comes in a drumhaid .  Dere b e ' s  two li t t le rocks in a drumhaid . 
(Drumhead fish? ) 
Yes suh . An ' yo ' sew that up . Yo ' kin po ' yo ' some bergamint [bergamot ] on it 
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or ei thah some Jockey Club perfume - yo ' have tuh keep it oiled up [ fed ] lak dat e 
Dat ' s  fa ' yore luck . Yo ' kin wear it in yo re pocket . Gamb lin ' luck.  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 58) , 1541 : 12 . ] 

1854 . De gaspergou - yo '  know dere ' s  two rocks in his haid . Dat ' s  a feesh 
[ fish ] . Yo ' git  dat f ish anywhere out de rivah . I t  looks lak de buf falo - yo ' 
have tuh look clos e tuh see i t ' s not buff alo . Some peop le sell ' em fa ' buf faloes 
dat don ' t know de dif f ' rence . I t ' s  a goo - gasper goo.  De rock outa - thos e two 
rocks out o f  his haid , wearnin ' ' em in dey pocket is suppos ed tuh b e  lucky .  

[This is the fresh-water drumfish (Ap lodinatus grunniens ) o f  the Great Lakes 
and Mis s is sippi Valley - weight up to 50 lb s .  Gaspergou [ gou = goo ] , s imilar to 
the French gasparot ( a  kind of herring ) , is the local name in Louis iana . ] 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (9 25) , 1503 : 13 . ] 

1855 . [ The preceding informant was correct about gaspergou and buf falo being 
confus ed : ]  

Take a feesh , a buffalo feesh an ' ins ide of  that buf falo feesh ' s haid is two 
little pearls about lak that . Yo ' git them lit t le pearls outa there an ' tot e 
dem in yore pocket an ' tha t ' ll draw money to yo ' , too . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1541) , 
2787 : 15 . ] 

1856 . I have tried dis when ah f irs t  came to St . Peter sburg - go an ' look me 
round , couldn ' t  git me a j ob nowhere . One f ellah tells me , s ays ,  '�ow yo ' go an ' 
take yo ' a dime , "  he say , "an '  buy yo ' a crocus fis h  [ f resh-wat er drumfish] . "  

Af ter yo ' gi t dat fish , yo ' cu t de head o f f  dat fish an ' yo ' kin do whut yo ' 
wish . Yo ' kin eat de fish or yo ' kin throw it away . But be shure yo ' git de 
head of dat fish an ' cut it open an ' git dem two rocks outa dere an ' put i t  in a 
sack an ' wear i t  i n  yore pocket . Dere can ' t  nobody turn yo ' down fa ' a j ob .  
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1019 ) , 1650 : 2 . ]  

185 7 . A man learnt me , a hoodoo man , to �ake a crocus fis h  - it ' s  a lit tle 
f ish called crocus fish , an ' yo ' take dat head off , an ' yo ' take a knife an ' 
sp li t dat head op en an ' d ere ' s two rocks in dere . Well , yo ' git  dem two rocks 
out an ' yo ' put dem two rocks in a li tt le bag an ' yo ' s ew  dat bag up .  Well , when 
yo ' s ew  dat bag up den ,  yo ' give i t  t o  de party an ' den he goes to de man an ' 
repor t s  for a j ob ,  an ' yo ' can ' t hard ly be turned down . An ' ah have seen dat an ' 
he have done me dat away de reason ah know . An ' dat ' s  de way he s aid and dat was 
de end of dat e [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5) , 1606 : 12 . ] 

1858 . De catfish haid - de rock out de haid , yo ' know . Ah always see des e 
women in dese loos e hous es 8it  them an ' put ' em  in der e  pocketbooks - says i t  
draws d e  men an ' keep luck t o  ' em . Ah ' ve caugh t  cat fish fa ' ' em  fa ' dat busi
nes s .  [ Brunswick , G a . , ( 1240 ) , 2111 : 7 . ]  

1859 . Dere ' s  a fish he ' s  got two s tones in his head . Outa dem two s tones , 
you wanta be sure when you open him to git  de r igh t-hand s tone . Dere ' s  two white 
s tones . You ' ll take dat right-hand s tone and you ' ll put it in yore pocket and 
put some red pepper with i t  - put red pepp er wi th that righ t-hand s tone . And 
t ake de lef t-hand stone and t ake a handful of SUlphur , nothing but sulphur , and 
you ' ll wrap dat up good and hid it and put it down by yo ' b ed - on de left corner 
of yo ' bed , de north corner of yo ' b ed ins ide of yo '  mattress . But de r igh t-hand 
s tone , you wants to tote dat - gains everything you wants and everything you go 
aft er . Actually you got ' a  git it . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 5 ) , 630 : 2 . 1 

1860 . Well , for gambling I ' ve taken and get me a new nee
FIVE-FINGERED GRAS S dIe and get me a piec e  of five- fing ered gras s , and get me a 

p iece of lodestone and some stee l dus t , and take i t  and sew 
i t  - tha t needle , brand-new need le , not no needle that ' s  been us ed - in a litt le 
piece of leather bag . And use this here fast luck - keep it  damp whenever I go 
to gamb ling . [New Orleans , La . , ( 866) , 1404 : 4 . ] 
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1861. Well , before you even go on this j ob ,  you read the l19 th Psalm . You 
look in de l19th Psalm and you read a verse in there . And you ' ll find favors 
with him , and you ' ll us e High John de Conkep too , and you ' ll take the five finger 
gras s  and car ry i t . Put it in yore handker chief . And you ask him for the j ob as 
a favor and he hardly will refus e yuh . 

(How wi ll you us e that High John the Conkep? )  
Well , some chew it . Some people boil it  and j est  make liquid and dPBSS dere

selves b efore dey goes . [Washing ton , D . C . , (628) , 806 : 8 . ] 
1862 . I f  a woman got a punnin ' - 'bout spe ZZ , you go to work an ' wash your feet 

of a nigh ts from your toe back to de hollow of your left foot - it don ' t make no 
dif f ' rence if ' s righ t  or de lef t .  Take de same water dat you wash 

FOOT SKIN de feet in , take it an ' pour b ack into another bucket , an ' le t her 
drink a swallow or two da t water for nine mo rnin ' s .  Dat ' ll take de 

punnin '- 'bou t  spe ZZs off of  her . [Cf. Bathwater , p . 522f. ] [Wilmington ,  N. Car . , 
(288) , 206 : 2+85 . ]  

1863 . Yo ' take de dirt out de hollow o f  his feets . 
FOOT TRACK (The boss ' s  f eet ? ) 

Yeah , d e  bos s  f eet  an ' put i t  in a bot t le an ' put it right down at 
de s teps - turn i t  bottom upwards an ' d ig a hole an ' pu t it right down at de 
st eps early in de mawnin ' - s ee , ' fore anyone s ee yo ' go dere . 

(Whose s t eps ? )  
At d e  boss house . 
(What will that do ? )  
Well , dat will put chew - put chure track an ' de boss track together . Now , 

yo ' s ee ,  dat will give yo ' inf luence wit de b os s . [Brunswick,  Ga . , (1242) , 
2112 : 11 . ]  

1864 . Well , if  yo ' comes to his house an ' s tart away , dey take up de track 
an ' chunk it tuhwards yo ' an ' yo ' won ' t go b ack dere no mo ' .  [ Wi lson , N .  Car . , 
(1477) , 265 7 : 4 . ] 

1865 . Like if someone leave home an ' you want ' em  t o  come back ,  you take an ' 
sweep dey track right back in de fiahplace an ' dey ' r e bound to come back . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 263) ,  260:3. ] 

1866. ( Suppos e a man is running around with another woman and his wi fe wants 
to  br eak it up and make him stay at home . What would she do to make him stay 
around the hous e ? ) 

Sh e would tie him to hers elf with f oots teps ;  her foots teps and yours . She 
would tie him around her . 

(Well , how would she do that ? )  
You g et in there - some of d e  steps coming in , she ties that , takes de dus t  -

I mean de track from your foot and she brings that in and t akes her foot tra ck 
and brings that in and she tacks dat under de carp et or at foot o f  de door . That 
holds you there . Ther e ' s two sp irits of  two peop le . [Peter sburg , Va . , ( 449) , 
425 : 1 .  ] 

1867 . Hit wus a girl ah wus goin ' wi t an ' ah been goin ' wit her fo ' sometime , 
' bout a couple o f  yeahs , an ' anothah boy come ' long an ' got in ' twixt us , had her 
tuh de  place she wouldn ' t pay me no ' tenshun ' tall . 

So ah foes to a ole fren ' o f  mine dat wus a poot wopkep , an ' ah exp lained it 
to him an he tole me , he say , "If ah kin git to  i t  right at once . "  Said , "Soon 
as yo ' kin git  a chance , git  some dirt out o f  de ho llow o f  h er foot t rack , at de 
lef t foot . "  Says , "Yo ' ties it up in a pocket han ' ker chief . "  

(That is  your pocket handkerchief? ) 
Yes suh , mah pocket han ' ker chief , an '  he said , "Wet it wi t Heazot 's Co wgne an ' 

yo ' wear dat in yore pocket . "  
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An ' so  it  wus about s ix or seven days , she wus in de field hoein ' co tton an ' 
ah walks close to de f ield an ' ah got  chance tuh gi t dis dirt , an ' ah tied it  up 
in de pocket han ' kerchief an ' goes on tub town an ' ah bought a bot tle of cologne 
an ' ah wet i t .  An '  fo ' ' b out a week an ' a half ah say it wusn ' t  any good ,  s ay ,  
"Aw dere ain ' t nuthin tuh dis . "  But s till ah carried - tryin ' tuh see her . S o  
dat Satiday evenin ' ah seen her fatah an ' h e  tole me , says , "Noble s ays she wants 
tuh see yo ' • " 

Tole him ,  "Okay . "  
Well , ah try tuh stick out [hold back from going to s ee her ] . An '  so dat 

Sunday evenin ' she came up on de church an ' axed me , say , "Whut ' s  de troub le? " 
Yo ' hasn ' t b een roun? " 

Say , "We ll , yo ' lak So- an ' -S o , didn ' t think dere ' s  any us e . " An ' from dat ah 
an ' her start goin ' tuhg ether . An '  ah went with her until she died an ' dere wus 
no trouble atall . Lot s o f  boys tried tuh g o  with her an ' dey had lotsa money an ' 
all , but ah didn ' t  have any mo ' troub le .  Ah kep t dat sack dere unti l af tah she 
died . [ Faye ttevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 29 ) , 25 78 : 10 . ] 

1868 . Now at my home [near Yorktown , Va . ]  - I come [home ] f rom West Virg inia , 
and I got to my home and there was a fellow there that had a wife  and she had 
been gone from home . So  then she come to see her mo th er and - she was a marri ed 
woman - she come to s ee her mother , and this husband of hers seeing an old fellow 
[ doctor] had asked him could he s top her here . He said , "Yes . "  But he says , "I f 
I was to go there , she ' d  th ink I would be  up to s omethin ' . "  S o  he got me to go 
out in de road and ket ch her track for him . I caught it - I went dere and I 
caught dat track . He told me to measure her tr ack from her heel to her toe and 
say to her , " I  take you back with me . "  And I went out and I measured that track 
and I spoke d em  words he want me to speak , and I carried it to him . He taken 
them tracks and he pu t it - he ' d taken that dus t out de hollow of her foot and 
put i t  in a bott le , and when he put it  in a bot t le he ' d  taken three s trands of 
her hair and put in dat bottle , and give it to the husband and to ld him to take 
it and bury it  at de s ill o f  de door . Well , he did it and she did come b ack . 
[Norfo lk , Va . ,  ( 47 3 ) . 484 : 5 . ] 

1 869 . An' a man - de only thing to do to make h im  come back , when yo ' be 
goin ' out git de d irt out o f  nine of his tracks righ t in de pa lm of his foot -
yo ' know where he s t ep on - de palm , an ' take it , an '  take de chewin ' gum out of 
yore mouth , an ' his hair . Yo ' git close enough to git  s ome of his hair out of 
h is haid . An ' put it  in a bo t t le an ' bury i t  under his room where he ' s  suppos ed 
tuh sleep - yo ' know , that ' s  i f  h e  yore husband , an '  bury it undah his room . An ' 
then yo ' go to that bot t le twice a week an ' t ell  i t , says , ask i t  - close yore 
eyes an' ask if he wus really comin ' back. An ' they say them lit t le th ings in 
dat bottle will turn round an ' round , an ' den nine days aft er dat , he be back .  

( She puts this hair and his track and this chewing gum in this b ot tle? ) 
In de bott le an ' bury i t  under his room . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1403) , 

2525 : 1 .  ] 
1870 . I heard dat dey could take your foot track , i f  you are talkin ' to some

one an ' they don ' t wan ' chew to go . I f  you for examp le - you and your b oy friend 
are tog ether and he wants to make you follow him all  aroun ' the s treet , he ' ll 
turn you aroun ' . He j es '  take you by the hand and turn you aroun ' , all the way 
aroun ' in your foot track , and take up your foot track he turnt roun ' in and trow 
it  over her [your] right shoulder and make you follow him fer der rest o f your 
li fe . A b oy does that to his girl or a girl can do that to her b oy friend . 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 6 3 ) , 260 : 1 . ] 

187 1 . They s ay that if you walk in the same track a person do , you ' ll give 
him a headach e .  Only children d o  that [ now] . [ Originally , adults did this , 
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walking in someone ' s  b arefoot tracks . )  [Wilming t on ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 26 ) , 220 : 8 . ) 
187 2 .  Well , dey say dey kin take a fo ' k an ' a knife . 

FORK AND KNIFE (A fork and a knife . )  
Yeah , dey kin take a fo ' k  and knife and dey cro ss it like dat a 

(Put it down f or those people to cros s over? ) 
Yeah , fo ' k and a knif e - ole knife and a fork , and dey kin put it  down in d e  

ground . Make a mark you know and put it down in de ground at dere hous e  - put it 
down in d ere yard , anywhere , j us t  so it ' s  pu t down . Pu t it  ' bout two feet in d e  
gr ound o r  a foot  an ' a half , mayb e . Dey s ay da t dey ' ll keep you so da t you can ' t 
come der e  - have to stay away ,  they s ays . [Peter sbur g , Va . ,  ( 444) , 417 : 1+85 . ]  

1873 . Dey take that fo ' leaf clover and whut 
FOUR LEAF CLOVER AND WISH BEAN chew call wish  bean - wish bean . 

(Like a bean you eat? ) 
I t ' s  somepin s imilar to dat but it ' s  made altogethah dif f ' rent chew know an ' it 
grows al tog ethah dif f ' rent . I t ' s kinda - it ' s  pretty good size . I t ' s  kinda 
round but it ' s  fat an ' lop sided an ' it has speckles on it . 

(Does i t grow in the ground or on a tr ee or wha t? ) 
Well , j is '  how it do , ah don ' t know , but yo ' know yo ' go to those places yo ' 

know an ' yo ' git  it . [I  do not know the identity of this commer cia l  product . ]  
Den yo ' pu t that wish bean an ' tha t fo r leaf clover with yor e name wri tten three 
time on der e .  Yo ' make a bag of i t  an ' j is '  lak dis is de back o f  yore bed heah , 
yo ' f ix yo ' some way to hang dat so  it  hangs behin ' de bed where dat yo '  s leep . 
Dat suppo sed tuh bring special luck to yo ' .  [Memphis , T enn . ,  ( 9 15) ,  148 3 : 4 . )  

18 74 . Now , ah ' m  goin '  tell you dis one f rom exper ience .  Dis is mah own -
heah ' s  mah han '  tuh God . God don ' t like - He don ' t  like a liar , neither do yo ' 

an ' me . 
FROG OR TOADFROG I f  yo ' ket ch a frog , yo ' will have luck . Ah us ed to try tub 

shoot dice . Ah was in Georgia , what chew call Macon , Georgia , 
about 100 miles from Atlanta . Ah worked on a farm wit a man that had b ig skin 
games . Yo ' evah know whut s kin games ar e? 

(What is a skin game ? )  
Jis ' have a deck o f  cards an ' split [ cut ] ' em  of f an ' ah turn yo ' s even spot 

an ' I got a ten , I ' ll bet chew a dollar dat mah ten falls , yo ' win ; if de seven 
f all , ah win . Dey call dat skin game . An '  yo ' wanta be lucky now . 

[ For s kin game� see margin-ti tle Frog - Georgia Skin , la ter . )  
Ah was pickin ' cot ton fo ' a man an ' he wasn ' t pay in , but 40¢ a hundred , an '  

swind1in ' me wit de game , an ' ah had to cook fo ' mahself [b uy his own food and 
cook i t ] . 

So Saturday night come an ' we ' d  check up an ' maybe whut ah done bought an ' 
had cook , ah ' d  have ' bout two- three do llahs f er d e  s kinning , �n '  ah j es '  los in ' 
mah money . 

One de boys said , l iB , ah ' m goin ' put chew onto something - ke t '  chew [ catch 
you]  a toad[l'og an ' keep in yore po cket . "  Well , ah ' d  s een a little ole toad in 
de road dat hops about at night an ' ah picked up one an ' he wet in mah han '  - ah 
always hear dem say dey make warts - an ' ah put l im  in mah pocket . He felt cold 
as ice when ah got l im ,  an ' ah put him in mah pocket among some quarters an ' 
nickels an ' dimes what ah had an ' ah went . De peop le had a big candle in de 
woods settin ' down in de road - �, dey didn ' t have a candle , dey had a bottle 
wit a rope in it an' oil in de b ottle makin ' a wick wit it , sett ing dere . Dey 
was down on der e knees gamblin ' . 

Well , ah went der e  an ' held mah two hand - ah cleaned up ev ' ry nickel an ' dime 
dere was .  Ah put so much money on dat frog unt il ah mashed l im - killed ' im in 
mah pocket . Ah had all de s ilver , was nuthin but silver at dat time - it wasn ' t 
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no 20 , 30 o r  40  d oll ahs bu t ah broke ev ' rybod y d at nig ht .  An' ah al ways thought 
a frog was lucky .  Ah had so mu ch on him he g ot tuh j umpin'  in mah pocket right 
in dere on mah money. [A frog or toad d oes not jump because the money is heavy ; 
he is g iving a warning we shall learn l ater . ] An '  ev'ry time ah g ot d own d ere to 
make a bet ,  ah more den ap t to ket ch ' em  - i f  ah fal l  twice ah' d  ketch it t hree 
t imes. T hat was lu ck. [ St.  P etersbu rg ,  Fla. , ( 100 8) , 1631 : 1 . ]  

187 5 .  Ketch a frog an ' put him in yore p ocket , a l ive frog, an ' run yore han' 
in yore p ocket an' no one el se kin win. Sometimes boys jes' fa ' d evilment throw 
him on de tabl e  an' let him hop rou nd d ere . Wh en h e  hop , he ga in' hop rig ht back 
to yo' , an' yo' pu t him in yore p ocket an' nobod y can ' t beat chew. [Waycross , 
Ga. , ( 1074 ) , 1740 : 6 . ] 

1876 . T ak e  a toadjrog an' put him in his p ocket an ' keep him i n  d ere an' d at 
will g i ve him p lenty luck an' plent y  money - d at toadfpog . I f  he' s not lucky at 
all why d at toad[pog won't stay wit him ; an' if he is , why d at frog will continue 
stayin' wit h  h im .  [Memphis ,  T enn. , (948) , 1529 : 3 . ]  

1877 . Ah've heard of ' em  usin' frogs fa ' luck. Yo ' know , jis ' l ak yo ' d  be 
shootin ' craps, yo' kno w, an' yo ' d  ket ch yo' a live frog yo' know an ' put him in 
yore right pocket an' tote hi m rou n'. O at' s luck - yo' use dat fa ' lu ck. See ,  
yo' keep him in yore p ocket an' when h e  d ies , yo ' see, d at m akes d e  lu ck. An' 
yo'  tote him rou n '  d en an ' aftah he dries up an' ev' rythi ng d en he ai n't no mo' 
good, see. Bu t as long as he l ive in y ore p ocket yore lucky ,  see . An' aftah he 
dies , he ai n ' t no mo' g ood - yo ' have tuh git anothah one. [Memp hi s, T enn. , 
( 9 27 ) , l 5 l0 : 7 .} 

187 8 . U se a toadYfpog for l otsa luck an ' fa ' gam bli n' or some thi n , lak date 
Yo' kin take a frog an' put him in yore left p ocket an' when yo' take an' put him 
i n  yore l eft pocket , yo' t ake d at col og ne an' yo' ki n jes ' ki nd a spri nkle it on 
him i n  yore p ocket. But chew have hi m tied so d at d e  p eop l e  would [ not know you 
had him1 - have him tied up. An '  jes' whenevah d at yo '  go to d e  gambl in '  game or 
any thi n ' , if d at frog start tuh j umpin' or somep in l ak d at, well yo'll be suc
cessful in whut chew d oin' ; but if he's not , d ere won' t be any thi n , to it . 
[ B ru nswick, G a. ,  (1226) , 2084 : 8 . ]  

187 9 . J es' as ah fi rst said a whil e ago - d e  most lu ck ah evah had in mah 
l ife wus g ambli n ' , ah u sed a live frog. Whensom evah ah go i nto a g am e, if ah 
could l ocate one, see, ah jes ' take it an' put it in mah p ocket; an' if yo' 
bettin' an ' yore p l ayin' p oker, why d at frog will tell yo' - yo ' k now whu t  ah 
mean , he j um ps when it ' s time tub bet. Long as he stay still, why d on ' t chew 
bet anythi ng. I t ' s common, but it ' s  true. [Brunswick, G a. , ( 1 19 8) , 2016 : 3 . ] 

1880 . T hey catch them a toadjrog and puts hi m i n  their p ocket and t he money -
the first bet th at they wi n, they pu t t hat money i n  that p ocket wi th that frog , 
and as that frog s well in his p ocket , well y ou going to be winning the gam e. 

(I f that frog swells in the pocket? ) 
I n  that there p ocket - yes , si r. 
(You mean - how d o  you mean swel ls? ) 
Just - you know ho w th ey get - th ey just puff ou t tha t way. Well, as he beg in 

to puff out ,  you j ust wi n  and win t il l  you break the ante. [New Orleans, La. , 
( 839) , 126 3 : 6 . ]  

188 1 .  T ake a toadYjrog an ' put him i n  yore p ocket. Yo ' ki n tell ev ' ry  time 
yo' g on' a fall - wh y, by hi m rai sin' up in yore pocket. M ah hu sband was a 
g ambler. 

(You mean every time you want to p lay t he frog would raise up ? )  
Ev'r y  tim e yo' ga in '  fal l , ev ' ry time yo'  ga i n' tuh l ose - so yo' kn ow how tuh 

bid . [ Waycross, G a. ,  ( 1141) , 185 7 : 2 . ] 
1882 . Well, th ey say if you take a frog and make him d ru nk and g o  to the g ame 
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and , you know , have him in your pocke t . Well ,  i f  you are going to play wrong , 
well that frog will move and you ' ll know what to do - you ' ll know that you fixin ' 
to b et some money in the wrong pla ce . 

(That frog warns you ? )  
Yes . 
(He ' ll move around? ) 
Uh huh . 
(How do you make him drunk? ) 

Well , j us t  take the t easpoon and pour the whiskey down in him .  [New Or leans , 
La . , (791) , 1104 : 7 . ] 

1883 . Take a toadfrog an ' put him in yor e  righ t pocket an ' go  to  a skin game . 
I f  thi s frog will nevah ki ck , yo ' ll win ; but if he ' ll kick , yo '  can ' t win . 
[ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 140 7 ) , 2530 : 3 . ] 

[ The kicking or puf f ed up frog in the preceding belief s is a type of Diagnosis 
(p . 16 5f . )  or Jack (p . 190f . ) . ]  

1884 . Ketch a toadfrog and put it in yo ' pocket and keep yo ' hand on i t  and 
as dey p lay , you know , and turn de cards why yo ' hand will be on d e  toadfrog and 
that will bring yo ' luck . [ J acksonville ,  Fla . , ( 563) , 701 : 8 . ]  

188 5 . De mos ' ah seed done fo ' i t , yo ' take one dese  ole toadfrogs [ s ome kind 
of ]  toadfrogs an ' dry him up an ' take d e  dus t  yo '  see an ' keep it in dere pocket , 
an ' when dey shuf fle de deck of cards once in a wh ile , dey run dere han ' s in dere 
pocket an '  git dat dus t  an ' shuf fle it through de cards . Oat gives ' em  luck . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 240) , 2110 : 4 . ] 

188 6 .  I had a per son tuh f ix me up one of those things once . He had me tuh 
gi t  a toadjrog an ' kill i t  an '  hang him on de wes t s ide o f  a pine tree unti l  he 
dries , s ee .  Then take him then an ' s ew  it up in a piece o f  f lannel , red f lannel , 
an ' go  to a drug s t9re an ' g it yo '  a bot tle of Hearts Co logne - keep dat ' nointed 
with i t . Go to a s kin game.  Why j es t  befo ' yo '  go to skin 'em ,  j es t  unb eknows t 
to anybody , j es t  ' noint i t yo ' unders tand an ' rub yore hands - rub i t  in yore 
hands . Yo ' know how yo ' take dese powder puff an ' j es t  dope yore hand wit it an ' 
s i t  down dere . Oat ' s  purt ty lucky , too . Ah ' ve tri ed dat e [ S t . Peter sburg , 
Fla . , (991) , 1599 : 5 . ]  

188 7 .  Yo ' takes a frog an ' yo ' kill him an ' lets him dry , takes an ' sews him 
up in a shammy skin , an ' feed him with whiskey . Well , that ' s  suppos ed to b e  a 
very , very nice toby fo ' gamblin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , (948) , 15 29 : 12 . ]  

1888 . Take a toadfrog and stir him up [ annoy or excite h im ]  and get that oil 
that comes out [ of h is skin] and put it in a bottle , and get s ome whi skey and 
pour in on i t ; and when you get ready to gamb le ,  shoot the dice y�u know , pour 
some in the palm of your hands and rub y our hands all over with it [ the dice] . 
That ' s good luck for gamb ling . 

And then you can get a snake . I ' m s cared o f  a snake but le t someb ody els e  
kill i t ,  and you can take and d o  it  the s ame way - use that snake oil . I t ' s  good 
for gamb ling . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 7 5 ) , 15 78 : 9 . ] 

1889 . A frog , now h e ' s g ood fo ' luck too . 
(To make the lucky hand. Tell me that all over again . )  

Yo ' git dis - yo ' take dis f rog an ' yo ' git chew s ome moonshine [ illegally 
dis tilled whiskey] an ' make yo ' a - have yo ' a container an ' have it deep enough 
where that he ' ll go  down in ther e , see . Then yo '  fas ten him down in that stuf f 
an ' let him s tay in dere until he die . [You drown the frog in moonshine . ]  An '  
when h e  die , then yo ' git s ome mercury an ' yo ' fill his mouth - yo '  know , put 
that in his mouth . Yo ' put this mer cury in his mouth an ' then yo '  take him an ' 
a p iece of f lannel - yo ' know ,  a s quare p iece of flannel , red flannel , an ' put 
him in di s f lannel an '  then yo ' drop nine dr ops around in d e  flannel . 
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(What kind of drops ? )  
Mercury . Then yo ' s ew  dis f lannel up an ' ev ' ry time yo ' make a stitch , b ring 

it to yo '  like that [ demons trates ] - ev ' ry time yo ' make a s ti tch until yo ' git 
it sewed plumb up . Well , when yo ' git it sewed p lumb up , d en yo '  pray de 23rd 
P salms fa ' three days , an ' a ll at de same time he ' ll drink [ s oak] up this othah 
s tuff . Put him in s ome mor e an ' let him drink that an ' git  him good an ' full of 
it , don ' t chew know . Den put that in yore pocket an ' that ' s  tuh bring yo ' luck . 

( In gamb ling ? )  
Yes sir . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1167 ) , 19 63 : 10 . ] 
189 0 .  Yo ' kin git graveyard dirt an ' a frog an ' take this f rog an ' put thi s 

graveyard dirt an ' dis frog an ' d e  lod es tone in yore pocket an ' dress it ovah wi t 
whi skey . Den yo ' 11 b e  lucky . 

(Lucky in what? ) 
In gamblin ' or runnin ' a house or most  anything - res taurant - anything yo '  

doin ' • 
(You put all this in a little bag ? ) 
Yes , in a li ttle red f lannel rag . Sew i t  up an ' it ' ll make a hand - j is make 

a hand out of it . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (949) , 1531 : 2 . ]  
189 1 .  Graveya� dirt , it ' s good fa ' gamb ling . 
(How do they us e it ? )  
Well , yo ' take yo ' some graveyard dirt an ' yo ' run yor e hand j est as fur down 

as yo ' can an ' git some fresh dirt , chew see , an ' put it in yore pocket an ' git 
chew one dese toaayfrogs an ' put him in yor e pocket . Well , if yo ' go to s kin -
gambling , s omep in lak dat , yo ' know , well yo ' 11 br eak everybody in da t game , if 
yo ' got some of dat fresh graveyard dirt an ' toadyfrog in yore p ocket . 

(Do you put this in the same pocket ? )  
In de same pocket - in yor e right pocket . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 7 2 ) , 17 32 : 6 . ]  
1892 . Fa ' gamblin ' ,  ah heard ' em say , yo '  kin git  chew a frog - a toadfrog.  

Well , a frog is got a numb ah undah his neck r igh t undah dere . Take dat frog an ' 
g it one wit de even numbah . Don' t git no odd numb ah 1ak three or five , b ut gi t 
chew one got a two or fa ' an ' take him ' live an ' put him in yore pocket an ' go to 
de s kin game or any kinda gamblin ' game an ' yo ' s  lucky in winnin ' .  An ' i f  yo '  
think dat der e ' s somebody els e der e  dat ' s got some roots or s omepin dat ' s  tryin '  
tuh win too , yo ' j es '  take an '  git chew s ome tab le salt an ' put some sulphur in 
yore shoes , yo ' see , ' fore yo ' leave home an ' go on ther e .  Yo ' take dat salt an ' 
spr inkle i t  on their haid an' dey ' l l los e .  Dey roots won ' t b e  no good to ' em . 

(That kills that? ) 
Dat ki lls dat e [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 8) , 2 517 : 2 . ] 
1893 . I f  yo ' gamb lin ' , yo ' take yo ' a toadfrog - ketch him alive . Yo ' know 

a toad[rog is got numb er s on him - j es '  lak if yo '  kin be lucky enough tuh ketch 
yo ' a toad[rog with s even on him ,  it ' s  a lucky frog . I f  yo ' put him in yore 
pocket alive an ' he stay in dere , ain ' t  no way nob ody kin win no money from yo ' ;  
but if yo ' don ' t - if he don ' t s tay in yore pocket , yo ' kin tell whether yo ' s  in 
good luck or whether yo '  in bad . De  minute dat chew put him in yore pocket , h e ' s  
gain ' holler an ' j ump out . But if yo ' s  gain ' have really good luck , take dat 
from in dere an ' put him in yor e pocket an ' he s tay in der e , yo ' win de whole 
time dat frog is in yore pocket . ( For put ting numb er s on f rog , see No . 575 , 
p . 186 . ]  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1537) , 2 7 78 : 1 . ]  

1894 . (What would they do wi th the frog? ) 
You kin take a f rog if  yo ' ar e betting car ds and - j es t  like ah and you is in 

a skin game of b ett ing , wal ah 've  got a toadjrog in mah p ocket . Ah don ' t  keer 
how lucky yo ' is , ah ' m  gain ' b eat yo ' out chure money long as he don ' t ho ller . 
I f  he holler s I quit bet ting and turn him loose and let him go . [Jacksonville ,  
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Fla . , ( 591) , 76 2 : 8 . ]  
1895 . Use toadjrogs fo ' luck lak if yo ' wanta go to a spinnin ' whee L an ' 

win lak in dese carnivals - in dese b ig shows d ey have dose spinnin ' wheels . 
S ays yo ' take a frog an ' go to de spinnin ' wheel an ' j es ' befo ' yo '  go tuh turn 
dat spinnin ' whee L ,  run yo ' han '  in de sack an ' g it chew some of de money of f de 
toadf�g an ' yo ' ll be lucky with it .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1447) , 26 26 : 2 . ]  

1896 . Ah s een somep in lak dat done one time. Dat wu s  right chere in town . 
Dey had a great  big circus - de Rob inson Show . Dat man tole me ou ts ide - he say , 
"Ah believe ah ' 11 broke up de show . When we go in der e , dere certain things ah 
s ee him doin '  an ' ah would keep ' em  from do in ' it . Ah got dis heah toadf�og an ' 
hol ' de toadjrog an ' look at  it .  A leetle b i t  of milk come out de back of  it  -
look lak milk , out de back of de  toadf�og. "  

He took dat toadf�g in a p iece of red fLannen - ah don ' know whut he had in 
dere wit it , wi t de  fLannen , outside of de toadjrog an ' de fLannen . He might 
have had s omethin ' else . Well , he took dat frog an ' we sat down in de show , a 
sea t  purtty close-ways up , an ' dey couldn ' t  git de bus ines s tuh ack . An' one of  
de  show fellahs must  b e ' s purtty sharp . He hunt round an ' he hunt round an ' he 
hunt roun ' , an ' af ter while he come right up c lose where ah wus settin ' wit dis 
f ellah whut had de toadf�og an ' tetched him on de shoulder an ' tell him , "Yo '  
gi t outa heah . "  Carried him tub de do ' an ' make him git out . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 
( 13 61) , 2400 : 10 . ]  

1897 . Yo ' kin take a frog an ' go to a show or somepin lak dat where they has 
these magic things , yo ' understand . Well now , dat cause all dat magic - dat 
s ettle in or e e es an ' 0 ' kin see whut tricks de doin ' an ' all lak dat e 
[ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1407 , 2530 : 4 . ] 

1898 . Dey t ell me yo ' kin take a toadf�og an ' go into any kind of  a show or 
anything like that , even in a gamb ling room ,  anywhere yo ' mind to carry ' em  like 
dat e Said j es t  if s omeone come in dis town an ' yo ' wan ts tuh break up de show or 
anything like dat ,  say if  there ' s  any kinda lodes tone d ey have workin ' round dere 
an ' y o '  wants to find out whe ther it is lodes tone ,  j es t  ketch yo ' a toadjrog an ' 
go in d er e  an ' dey say de toadf�og will ea t all de lodestone dey car ries in der e  
an ' dey j es t  can ' t act . [Waycross , Ga . , (1159 ) , 193 5 : 1 . ] 

1899 . Totes a toadf�og . If a f ellah got �oots or anything lak dat , chew go 
an ' git chew a live rusty toadfrog an ' put him in a han ' chief an ' put him in yore 
pocket , in yore sid e  pocket or any th in , lak da t , an ' go in a game , an ' yo ' wanta 
kill his luck , if yo ' [he] go t any lodes tone or anything , that ' s  goin ' kill it . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1455) , 2645 : 13 . ] 

1900 . Yo ' kin ketch de frog an ' yo ' cut off  his left hind laig whils t he 
livin ' an ' turn him unloose an '  wear it in yor e pocket . Mah bro th8h got one in 
his pocket today . 

(What will that do for you? ) 
S ay that makes yo ' git ' long - anybody yo ' kin wa lk up dere an ' ask ' em  f o '  

money an ' dey ' ll give it to yo ' .  [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 127 2) , 2153 : 9 . ] 
1901 . I was told dis by a fellow . Well , he was a white boy worked at de  Ford 

plant - working every day and I reckon he is  working there now . 
(Here in town? ) 
At de Ford plant over her e at  North Norfolk. S ee ,  I was told that a man -

he ' s  a North Ca ' lina boy , too . He told me dat he lef t  home - I knowed hi s p eople 
well - didn ' t  know that ' s  where his home was but I knowed his peop le by seeing 
th em away . He to ld me dat he lef t  home and there was a coup le of men told him 
some thing to d o , and when he lef t the plant and went home , s ee ,  they d idn ' t like 
him much . Seemed like if he kind of hard on him , the man he worked for . S o he 
went home and there was a couple of colored fellows told him what to do , and he 
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told me what he told him .  He say he to ld him to  go ahead and g et a litt le spring 
f rog and take him - one o f  de sma ll ones you kin put into a small b ott le and put 
him down in dere wi th his f eet up and head down . 

Den he bring dat ba ck and put him in dat bott le some cologne - see , de Hearts 
Co Logne and continue to go to work with that on him , and when he come b ack - I 
don ' t know what he had did , but that ' s  what he told me he did and his b rother-in
law t o ld me so too . Well , when he come back this same man tha t he was hard on 
' em ,  he would take him around and take him al l the way home in his automobile . I 
know that to happen , b ut I don ' t exactly wha t he did . That ' s  what he to ld me . 

(That ' s  what he said he did . He j us t  had this frog in the bottle and put this 
Hearts Co logne in there . )  

Yeah , and let the frog b e  bottom up and his head down in dat li tt le bottle . 
[Norfolk , Va . , (467 ) , 46 5 : 8 . ] 

190 2 .  Ah us ed d e  nes t  o f  de red ants mahself - s ee , ah used to b e  a gamb ler .  
Yo ' g i t  a frog an ' take tie him up , both his laig , t o  a stake ovah a nest of dose 
lar e red ants es an ' let d em  eat de f lesh off his b ones , s ee .  An' den yo ' take 
de bones an wrap ' em  up in a cloth an ' ess em wit cologne an ' yo ' ll win . But 
it ' s  dangerous - yo ' have tuh pay fo ' i t .  

(What d o  you mean by that ? )  
Well , yo ' li ' b le lose a member o f  yore b ody , yore arm or laig , !2!, yo '  know , 

or lose somebody in de family yo ' love , or ei ther yore life . Yo ' ll have to pay 
f o ' i t . I t ' s de devil ' s  trick . 

(What do you do wi th that frog ?  You s t ake - you mean? )  
Yo ' s take him - yo ' torture him - yo '  let de red ants eat de flesh off  him -

stake him alive . Yo ' tie him up , all fo ' o f  h im  laigs where de ants kin git to 
his f lesh . [ Sumt er ,  S .  Car . , ( 1342) , 2323 : 15 . ]  

190 3 .  Jes ' lak yo ' go to de race track b ettin ' on de hors e  races , yo '  ketch -
yo ' have two toadyfrogs - j es '  have ' em  wit chew , see . An' j es '  lak yo ' b ettin' , 
take an ' pat ' em  on de horse  an ' de horse yo ' want to win he wi ll win every t ime .  

(How do you carry thos e frogs ? )  
In yore pocket - either in a papah bag , both o f  ' em  together so long as dey 

live . If dey ' s  live it a ll right ; if dey ' s daid dey ain ' t  goin ' b e  no good . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1263 ) , 2145 : 9 . ] 

1904 . Jes ' say yo ' speedin ' wit chure automobile out der e  an '  de law run down 
an ' subpoena yo ' fo ' co ' t  in d e  mawnin' . Dis evenin ' j es '  go out dere in de 
woods an ' git chew ' bout fo ' or five b ig spring frogs . Put ' em  in yore bosom .  
Yo ' put ' em  i n  wat er tonight an ' in d e  mawnin ' when yo ' - b efo ' yo ' g o  up dere , 
put ' em  in yore bosom an ' wh en yo ' go up der e  b efo ' him why dere won ' t b e  nuthin 
tuh de case - it throwed out . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1182 ) , 19 9 3 : 9 . ] 

19 05 . [ I don ' t ]  know any thing about a gamb lin ' proposition ' cause I never 
gamb led in my lif e ,  but I have heard of people gamb ling and I have talked with 
gamb lers . They claim they go and get somethin ' that you call a moojoo . What it 
is , I don ' t  know . They get a green frog , I th ink i t  i s and split  him open and 
put that thi�g into the frog and sew de frog b ack up and then they wear it  in 
they po cketbook and s ay j us t  any point they wan t a  make , they make i t . Wh a t  else 
they do to it , I couldn ' t tell you . 

(They do that for luck in gamb ling ? ) 
Yes , sir . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 9 83 : 4 . ] 
190 6 .  Take one dos e b ig b lack frog , an ' take him ovah d e  bed an ' whup him -

whup him t ill he Cry . He wi ll cry j is '  lak a baby - ahh� ahh , j is '  lak a baby . 
Take dat frog an ' throw him right f arwards in front of you an '  de  man wi ll live . 

[Here a frog is used as a hand for curing an illness (see pp . 44l- 445) . The 
ailment is f irst  trans f erred from patient to frog and then the disease-spirit is 
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whipp ed out o f  the frog . Thi s could be an elaborat e  rite with much talk ,  d epend
ing upon the operator . For trans f err ing dis eas e to a chicken , see No . 1000 , 
p . 384 . ] [ Wilson , N .  Car . ,  ( 1511) , 2678 : 8 . ] 

190 7 . Dey kin take dis o le dus t ,  fpog dus t [ toadfpog-bpead dus t ] ,  dat in de 
woods an '  git it an ' sprinkle it in a pers on hat an ' dat will run ' em  b lind . 

FROG DUST 
TOADFROG BREAD 

DEVIL ' S-SNUFFBOX 

I t ' s  lit tle o le s tuf f dat come up in de groun ' - yo ' know, we 
call i t  toad[pog bpead . I t ' s a li t t le wh ite thing [mushroom ] 
dat grows up an ' a f t er wh ich i t  die an ' i t goes to a dus t . 
[ This is the devil ' s -snu f fb ox or pu ffball - various fungi 

wh ich dis charge ripe spor es in smokelike c loud wh en pre s s ed . ]  
G i t  dat an ' put in yore hat dey say - sprinkle i t  in a pers on hat an ' dey s ay dey 
will go blind , or in d ey han ' chef f er somepin . [ Fo r  frog bpead , see No . 2 50 ,  
p . 7 2 . ] [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1365) , 2412 : 3 . ] 

1908 . Ah ' ve h eerd of ' em  us in '  garlic . J es ' say fa ' an ins tanc e , ah want ed 
to be lucky in a skin game . Ah would take a p iece o f  garli c  an ' p lace i t  into 

GARLIC 
Heapts Co Zogne . I would s t i ck it in dere an ' ah would go dere an ' ever ' 
time ah would make a b e t  into a s kin game , ah would take an ' po ' some 
dis s tu f f  into mah hand . An ' ' long as ah was doin ' dat ain ' t no way ah 

cou ld - ah would win all de money into dat game ' long as ah used d at s tu f f . [ S t . 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1018) , 1649 : 2 . ] 

1909 . Yo ' j es '  wear gar lic fo ' luck . Yo ' kin take i t  an ' j e s '  wear it in 
yo re po cketbook . Co ' s e yo ' know yo '  eat i t , it ' s  good f a ' yore nerves - hot 
[ cooked wi th food ] . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1549) , 2818 : 1 . ] 

19 10 .  Then you kin take garlic and put i t  in your p ocket - j us t  like you 
gambling , put it in your pocket and if the other per s on got s omething [ a hand ] 
to gamble with , that wi ll kil l  theirs . Garlic you kin us e for many dif f erent 
things . [New Orleans , L a . , ( 859) , 136 8 : 3 . ] 

19 11 . Yo ' kin git chew a piece of garlic , yo ' know whut dat is , an '  yo ' takes 
dat gar lic an ' yo ' git nine pieces o f  garlic an '  make yo ' a lit t le sa ck like if 
yo ' wer e  canva s s ing . Yo '  put that garlic in yore pocketbook . Qui te na tural i t ' s  
gon ' a  smell . An ' anything yo ' doin ' an ' wants tuh br ing luck in yor e p lace , why 
yo ' us e that garlic . To te i t  in yore p ocke t  or in yore pocketb o ok or in yore 
s ample cas e or anything like dat e [Waycross , G a . , ( 114 4 ) , 1868 : 6 . ] 

1912 . An ' also yo '  can have luck by goin ' to a s tor e an ' s tealin ' a piece of 
garliC . Don ' t let ' em s ee yo ' g it i t  an ' don ' t buy i t  an ' don ' t ask f o ' i t . 
Jes ' s t eal i t  f r om d e  s tore or anywhere an ' put i t  ovah the door o r  put it in 
yore truck or mos t anywhere , or carry i t  in yo re pocketb ook - anywhere . Yo ' ll 
always have luck wi th yo ' b us ines s . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 1624 : 2 . ] 

1913 . Getaway powdep they cal ls it . 
(Ge t-away powdep? ) 

GETA WAY POWDER Yes , s ir . Or tman s ells i t  down her e - they go t i t  down there . 
(Where? ) 
Or tman ' s Drug S tor e . 

(Where is that d rug s tore ? ) 
On Montmartre and Davis Avenue . 
(How do you us e that powder ? That get-away powdep ? )  
You s pr inkle i t  around - you know , j us t  like i f  s omeobdy come and you don ' t 

want them no mor e , when they go out , then you throw the powder out behind th em 
or s ome th ing o f  the kind . [Mobile , Ala . , (707 ) , 9 7 1 : 9 . ] 

1914 . You got a hous e out [vacant ] an '  yo ' wanted 
GOOD LUCK PERFUME POWVER people to go in da t hous e .  Wel l , yo ' j es '  g o  - yo ' 

takes a - de person whut ch ew want ed t o  go in it , j es '  
whosomever i t  is - yo ' go there an ' yo ' dres s that hous e ,  yo ' s e e . You kin dress 
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the hous e .  Yo ' kin g o  in an ' take this dus t powder - take i t  an ' dus t i t  j es '  
1ak that . An ' it ' s  j es ' 1ak if  y o ' take a person tuh show him d e  hous e an ' then 
if he gits de  odah of  that , he takes de house - pays de price regardless . 

(Wha t  kind of  powd er is  tha t ? ) 
I t ' s  good tuck perfume powder. It hasn ' t  got a special name - yo ' order i t . 

[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (9 7 7 ) , 1582 : 11 . ] 
19 15 . J es ' lak if yo '  want to drive a person from town [ o r ]  home , yo ' kin go 

in de cemetery an ' run yore han ' down in de grave j es '  ab out dat deep , j es ' to de 
end o f his [ your ] fingers an ' git de dirt at de end of his [your ] 

GRAVE-SHAPED f ingers an ' come b ack. 
(You run your hand into the dir t j us t  about as deep as your hand -

up to your wrist . )  
An ' git  dat dirt at de end of yore finger , git  as much as yo ' kin an ' carry it  

to  dere hous e - right in  front o f  dere  por ch , dere s teps an ' make a little grave 
der e .  De nex t mawnin ' when dey g it up an ' see  dat dere , dey ' ll g o . An' dey 
gradually per ish away .  

(How do you make that little grave? ) 
Make it j es '  lak yo ' make a grave an ' bury folks , j es '  in de same shape . 

[ Sumt er ,  S .  Car . , (137 7 ) , 2405 : 8 . ] 
1 9 16 . T ake graveyard dirt an ' care [ carry ] i t  to a person ' s  house da t chew 

wanta move from dat hous e , an ' make a grave ou t of it an ' put it under his do ' 
s t eps . Make a little small grave and put a headbo ' d  to de head an ' one [ s t ick 
or small piece of board ] to [ as ]  a footbo ' d ,  an ' write d at person name on a p ie ce 
of papah an ' put it ins ide dat lit t le grave whut chew make , yo ' understand , an ' 
h e  have tuh move . He can ' t  stay dere . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1135) , 1844 : 5 . ]  

19 17 . Yo ' kin t ake two sweet gum s ticks an ' go  undah a pers on ' s  hous e an ' dig 
a IiI ' hole an ' \ put one in dere an ' one into anothah hole , right underneat ' de 
b ed , j es '  lak dis bed sit ovah d ere [points to corner of room in which I was 
working ] .  Well , dat b e ' s  down undah de  g round . Put one undah dat b ed an ' one 
undah dis one , an ' dat person will j es ' dry up - wi ther up unt il he dies . 

( I f  he s leeps over thos e sweet gum s ticks . )  
An ' dey say dat ' s  a body . I t ' s  a parab le as [it signif ies ] a b ody , yo ' s eo , 

an ' when dat s t ick dry up , dere b ody will wi ther away an ' dry up an ' die . 
(Do you put one s tick under each bed or two under one b ed ? ) 
Well , one undah each b ed , j es '  either one . Well , dat ' d  b e  lak someone mad at 

someone , see . An ' yo ' j es '  put one undah dis bed an ' shape it up as a grave , 
j es '  lak a grave . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 2639 : 12 .  

1918 . You go back to the graveyard , walk to the third grave and you get some 
of that graveyard dus t .  Now , you got ' a  us e i t  when the moon is full . When the 

moon is weak , you can ' t do nuthin ' with it . And j us t  get 
GRAVE - THE THI RD round that j ob there . He goin ' to hold it  awhile , maybe not 

long . Might b e  in the time o f  the moon fai ling when you get 
it when you going for the j ob .  And you sprinkle that dust down ther e where the 
boss goin ' to walk . He got ' a  walk out there to see you where you is . Well , you 
sprinkle i t j us t  where he walks and you goin ' to get that j ob .  [See marg in-title 
Three Graves , later . ] [New Orleans , L a . , ( 8 67 ) , 1406 : 3 . ] 

1919 . Now when yo ' go to de  graveyard , yo ' go dere on de f�ll of de moon or 
de firs t quarter . Yo ' hear anyb ody talkin ' ' bout swine tub de graveyard ,  g i ttin '  

dir t ,  d ere ain ' t nobody knows whut tuh do wit it , it don ' t  do ' s  
GRA VEYARD DIRT ' em  good . Go down at de full of  de moon or de firs t quart er . 

Go down dere . Yo ' ain ' t comin ' in dere dis way , unders tand -
yo ' see , yo ' don ' t wanta go tuh de r ight , de right ' s  always good ; yo ' wanta go 
tuh d e  left all de time . Yo '  s ee ,  dere ' s  nuthin good in d e  devil ' s  work - always 
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go tuh de left . Yo ' go tuh d e  lef t , yo ' walk in dere , in de cemetery on de lef t 
side as yo ' enter lak dat , an ' if yo ' know anybody , yore friend or nuthin lak 
dat , dat ' a  bad fellah or something lak dat , yo ' know where he ' s  buried an ' dat , 
yo ' walk in tuh de left of yo ' , an ' j es '  go right on ovah , don ' t say a word . 

Take yo ' f ive cents or ten cents - well , de ten cents is bestes ' ,  it ' s  s i lver . 
Take yo ' ten cents an ' sit  down an ' dig down as fur as yore arm will go down in 
dat grave up to heah . Go on down as fur as i t  is , keep plowin ' down in dere wit 
yore arm till yo ' git down dat deep - way down . Yo ' s ays des e words , says , "Ah 
didn ' t  come tuh steal , ah didn ' t  come tuh walk [ I  am not out here for exerciser , 
but ah come hones t an ' wit fai th an ' truth , tellin ' yo ' de  truth" - talkin ' to de 
dead man - " tellin ' yo ' de truth , dog-gone it , an ' ah wan ' a  git some of yore 
earth dat ' s  yo ' s  buried undah . Ah 'm not s t ealin ' it , ah wan ' a  b orrow it , an ' 
ah lm leavin ' ten cents heah . Ah ' m no t gittin ' but a han ' ful , an ' ah don ' d is turb 
yo ' an'  ah know yo ' ain ' t  goin ' ' s turb me . "  Take a han ' ful . Da t ' s  all . An ' yo ' 
put de ten cents down der e .  Take it an ' kiver it  up an ' pack it  back . Turns 
right around an ' don ' t say anothah word an ' walk off  - don ' t look back , go home . 

Well , if ah want one of mah neighbahs where ah ' m  livin ' ,  ah don ' t  want ' em  
livin ' dere togethah , ah goes - when ah go out de path , walk a ways with it , an ' 
take some of  that dus t dere , an ' when ah come in dis house , ah come in on which
ever de left s ide is . Lak ah stands dere on de left  s ide an ' ah go ahead up to 
de do ' s t ep - any night dey sleep , not in de  daytime . Ah ease down an ' ah takes 
some in mah han ' an ' ah sprinkles it undah dat do ' step ,  right along , right along 
out ah go till ah hit de road , j es ' sprinklin ' dis sand . Ah wouldn ' t  leave o f f  
till ah h i t  de road , till ah g i t  off dat path leadin ' outa d e  house ,  right ' long 
dere . Now ,  dey got ' a  walk ovah dat e Dey goin ' walk ovah dat e All right , in a 
week or so , dat man an ' his wife , all of  ' em will git dissatis fied , fights b e  
goin ' on an ' dey won ' t s tay dere n o  mo ' - j es '  move . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
( 1433 ) , 2596 : 2 . ] 

19 20 . Wal , dey kin take yo '  [ foot ] track and run yo ' ev ' ry p lace in de wor ld . 
Ah have one boy he ' s been runned all over de  United States . Dere ' s lot ' a things 
people kin do to yo ' feet . 

(Well , how did they run your boy away? What did they do to him? ) 
Put a spell on him . 
(Through his foot track? ) 
Yes sir . 
(Well , how did they do it ? )  
Dey didn ' t sit his track . Dey waits f er him at home , ah heard , and put him to  

bed sleep with her , measured him by another girl  and [ put ] de dust  from de bottom 
o f  grave in his shoes , and as dat spirit [ in the gpaveyard dipt ] wander it made 
him walk all de time . He ' s  been walking all de time . [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(621) , 793 : 10 . ] 

19 21 . T ell yo ' re ' lly f ac t about it . Ah know a little ' b out gpaveyapd dipt .  
Ah knew dis much , suh . dat  gPaveyapd dipt kin put chew in bad luck . 

(How would you do that ? ) 
Well , if  yo ' take a sewin ' thimb le an ' yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' de very 

freshest grave dat ' s  buried , anyone dat ' s  buried yo ' understand , an ' yo ' gi t nine 
thimbles of dirt off  de grave an ' yo ' carry ' em  back. Well , de re ' lly f ac '  about 
it , yo ' git nine trimmin ' s  of de person right track an ' yo ' kin pu t it into a 
sifter together an '  yo ' mix it . Put it in de sifter j es '  lak yo ' were goin ' tuh 
sift meal or anything o f  de kind dataway , an '  yo ' kin take an ' spread it anywhere 
across de cros sroad or anywher e wherein dis person walks at , an ' dat puts dem in 
tough with bad luck - see , j es '  f rom hand tuh mouth . See , dat person makin ' five 
dollahs a day an ' spendin ' ten . 
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(That puts them to walking you s ay? )  
Puts dem tuh wa Zkin ' ,  but chew git s da t an ' pu t it into a sifter . 
(And you s if t  i t  out there at the crossroads ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(And that give them bad luck of  some sort? ) 
Dh yeah , puts ' em  in bad luck . Re ' lly fac ' about it - round an ' round dey 

go in ' . [ Savannah , Ga. , ( 1276) , 217 1 : 2 . J 
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1922 . You goes tuh wo rk an ' git dat graveyard dirt an ' yo ' pays de dead when 
yo ' go dere an ' g it it . Pay ' em  ' leven cent or much as yo ' wanta , den yo ' git 
dat graveyard dirt . An ' yo ' goes into de graveyard backwards an ' go up to one o f  
de graves - j es t  whatevah one yo ' git to - go into to it backwards an ' j es t  call 
de dead an ' tell 'em whut yo ' want , an ' carry a white piece of clo th an ' put dat 
in dere . Den yo ' carry dat whi te piec e of cloth , yo ' stoop down dere an ' git dat 
graveyard dirt , git it  right from d e  heart . Git dat graveyard dirt r ight in 
der e .  Take dat dirt an ' it do de work . 

(Wha t do they do with that dirt ? ) 
Take dat dirt an ' carry it an '  wher esomevah yo ' wanta put it , carry dat dir t  

dere an ' put it  down dere . 
(What do you put that dirt there for? ) 
Yo ' pu t it dere tuh run a person - a man or a woman o ff from der e  home . Mah 

husban ' wus run off from home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1362) , 2402 : 8 . ] 
19 23 . They s ay ,  if anybody bo ther me and my husband and I want to get rid of 

' em , want ' em  stopped , why j us t  take a penny . 
(A penny? ) 
Dne penny and go to  the g rave of s omebody who you know died kind of wicked • • • •  

Go ther e and take up the headboard and put it to the foot , and hand the footboard 
back down to the head - take that down . This person who you working after - and 
take the penny - j us t  take the fingers , you see , and make a hole down there in 
the middle of grave and put that p enny down there and j us t - then , as I want you 
[ to work for me] , say , "Ra Z Z  dis person fer me , Such-and-Such-a-Person . " Call 
dere name . "Dead , I want you to ra ZZ  dis per son for me . "  And s lap dat penny 
right d ere and go on ' bout your busines s . Then in three days they ' ll b e  gone • • • •  
They ' ll leave town . They ' ll leave f rom around where you is . [ P etersburg , Va . , 
(443) , 414 : 1 .  ] 

1924 . Well , I ' ve heard dat people could go where you make a step on de groun ' 
an ' git de  d ir t  outa de  holl er of your righ t foot . Would take it  an ' dig a hole 
in a fresh graveyard a foot an ' a hal f deep an ' bury dat dirt ; an ' take some of 
de graveyard dirt an ' put i t  back in one of your tracks . An '  dey say you ' l l be
come to have a pain in your leg an ' you ' ll never g it over dat e [ Wi lming ton , 
N .  Car . , ( 298) , 221 : 3+85 . ] 

1 9 25 . Yo ' kin go tuh de d rug s to ' an ' buy graveyard dirt an ' yo ' kin put it 
in dey shoes . All right , it will caus e dem tuh either be cripp le or yo ' kin 
take i t  an ' put i t  in de band of dey hat an ' dey go s tone b lind from i t . 
[Algiers , La . ,  ( 159 7a) , 3003 : 16 . ] 

1926 . Graveyard dirt makes yo ' lucky in gambling . 
(How do you use it? ) 
Yo ' t ake graveyard dirt . Go dere at twelve ' clock at  night , go dere on some 

wicked person ' s grave yo '  know an ' reach yore hand as fur down in de grave as yo ' 
,could git it , an ' take i t  an ' bring i t  an ' put i t  in yore shoe . Wear it  in yore 
shoe . Long as yo ' put it in yore sho e you will b e  lucky in gambling . [Waycross ,  
Ga . , (1071) , 1731 : 12 . ] 

1927 . Well , f er as ah know about graveyard dirt , yo ' could take dat an ' make 
yo ' s elf lucky an ' success ful . Well , us e it j is '  1ak yo ' us e powder .  See , yo ' 
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kin wear it in yore pocket and den yo ' could take an '  use i t  as yo ' us e powder -
put i t  on yor e f ace when yo ' go tuh gamb le or anything 1ak dat , when yo ' wanta be 
lucky . An ' co ' s e yo ' go t t a  have a li t t le lodes t one wi t i t . Ah ' ve g o t  o f  d at 
heah in mah pocket . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 3 9 ) , 1 5 20 : 2 . ] 

1 9 2 8 . Well , ah ' ve t ake an ' ah went tuh de graveyar d mahs e1 f .  Ah went der e 
j es '  ' fo day in d e  mawnin ' to git s omepin , yo ' know , tuh gamb le wi th . Ah knowed 
some wicked peoples .  Ah put mah han ' down in de g raveyard 1ak dat r ight at de 
foot o f  ' em  an ' mah han ' shet up 1ak dat [ d emons trates ] ,  an ' ah taken d e  grave
yard dirt an ' went tuh de game wher e dey wus g amb lin ' at , an ' go all aroun ' an ' 
j es '  throw it all aroun ' , put i t  all on d e  cards , an ' ah WllS lucky 1ak dat e 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 5 ) , 2 6 4 5 : 11 . ] 

19 2 9 . I f yo ' wanta be lucky , i f  yo ' is a g ambler . I f  yo ' know of some drunk
ard that ' s dead , s ee , an ' yo ' go ther e to his grave at midnight , yo ' cal l  his 
name twice . Dig , j es t  keep digging unt il you g i t  t o  that c lay - yo ' know de 
stuff like clay - j es t  dig , dig , t ill yo ' git t o  that clay , an ' git chew a han ' 
fu 1  an ' pu t in one of dese tobacco sacks . Ah don ' t know whut ' s  de name of de 
tobacco - yo ' kin git ' em  s acks , cloth sacks . Go on b ack to any g amb ling room .  
Ever ' time yo ' s tart tuh 10s in ' j es t  t ouch that graveyard dirt lightly wi th yor e  
hands . [ S t . P e t er sburg , Fla . , ( 10 4 5 ) , 169 8 : 3 . ] 

19 30 . Well , ah have us e i t . Yo ' take graveyard dirt an ' put Hearts Co Zogne 
wi t it an ' u s e  i t  fo ' luck f o ' gamb 1in ' .  

(Ju s t how wou ld you do that ? )  
Go to d e  graveyard wher e a gr ave ' s  been - where de g r ave b e  about s ix months 

old , de dirt . An' yo ' go d ere an ' g i t  da t di rt an ' b ring i t  b a ck .  G i t  chew a 
p iece of red flannel .  Yo ' s ew  da t dirt an ' a dime up together , a dime an ' de 
dirt up together , an ' keep dat wet in Hearts Co Zogne or even in good whis key .  

(What does that do for you? ) 
Dat ' s  tuh g ive yo ' luck f o ' any kinda games an '  gamb1in ' . [ Brunswick , G a . , 

( 1188) , 200 4 . ] 
19 31 . Ah heard ' em  say yo ' g o  to the graveyard an ' g i t  graveyard dus t .  An '  

j i s '  1ak yo ' wan ' a  make a bag fo ' tuh gamb le or s omethin ' , yo ' gi t  graveyard dus t  
an ' yo ' take it an ' put i t  i n  a bag ,  an ' put needles an ' r ed peppah an ' b 1ues t one 
an ' s ew  it up in dat b ag wi th dat graveyard dus t .  An ' dey s ay when yo ' go tuh 
g amble , all yo ' got ' a  do is j is ' rub yore han ' s  on i t  an ' yo ' ll win ever ' time 
yo '  put chur e han ' on it . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 4 0 ) , 1521 : 6 . ] 

19 3 2 . Graveyard dirt - that ' s  good for gamb l ing . 
(How? ) 
You t ake the graveyard dirt and you takes needles , s even point s o f  a need le -

s even poin t s  of s even need les . Take that graveyard dirt and take some emery dus t 
f rom the drug s to re and you g et s ome lodes tone and you put that t og e ther , and you 
make a wish and you sew that up and you wear it . As long as you have the conf i
d ence in this , it may bring you succeeding power , b u t  if you don ' t believe in i t  
it ' s  not good . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 883)  , 1454 : 3 . ] 

1933 . That ' s  used for gamb ling . 
(How do they h andle that ? )  
They take graveyard dus t and white sand and put i t  in a t ob ac co sa ck . T ake a 

tobacco sack and wa sh i t  out in clear water and turn i t  wrong s ide ou t . And 
[ take] two t easpoonful o f graveyard dus t  and two t easp oonful o f  salt and a s i lver 
dime . And tie ' em  nine kno ts - tie it nine t imes , whi ch would make 81 knot s  in 
de sack and wear i t  in yore pocke t . 

(What do you d o  with that whi t e  sand ? ) 
The whi t e  sand - that ' s  a - they use that in place of s tee Z dust .  
(Wel l ,  d o  you put i t  in tha t s ack , too? ) 



Yes , s ir . 
(How much? ) 
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About a t easpoon and a half o f  whit e sand . 

5 6 7  

( I s e e . What do you mean by tying nine kno t s ?  How could you t ie nine kno t s 
in that sack? ) 

Well , you s ee ,  there ' s  two s tring s to it . 
(Oh , yes . )  
And you take and every time you t ie a knot , you . tie it to you , you know . You 

s ee ,  t ie nine kno ts in i t , s ee .  And af ter you tie the ninth knot , you s e e , well 
then you turn that sack like this . 

(How do you mean , you turn the s ack? How do you mean? ) 
Jus t take th e sack like that and hold the s tr ing s - hold one s tring in this 

hand and one st ring in this hand and turn the sack over t o  you [ d emons tra tes ] .  
(You swing the sack over toward you . I s ee . ) 
Yes . Then you tie nine more , you s ee .  Nine t imes nine is 8 1 . 
( I  see . You have to swing the sack at the end of  each nine kno t s . You p re

pare that f o r  what? Gamb ling you say? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [New Or leans , La . , ( 842) , 12 7 6 : 5 . ] 
1934 . Dey t ell me dat chew kin go to work an '  if a man dies - j es '  lak a 

gamb ler . We all could b e  in de gamb ling hall an ' j es '  g ambling . Prob ' b ly dis 
man will be sho t o f f , prob ' b ly ah may be shot off in g amb ling . Well now , dey 
tell me dat if he has a r ing on his f ing er - if yo ' go t any money in yore pocket 
an ' he has a ring on his f inger - any kind of ring , doesn ' t  mat t er if it ' s  j es '  
li ttle o le ten-cent ring - yo ' g i t s  dis· r ing o f fa his finger . An ' in pulling o f f  
d i s  ring yo ' tell him - j es t  call him name , t e l l  him , "John o r  Henry , ah ' m  buyin ' 
dis ring fo ' yore luck on- gambling . "  Well , dat ' s  g i t t in ' luck o f fa d ead man tuh 
gamb le . 

Now , in buyin ' dis r ing yo ' puts dis ring in yor e pocket an ' pu ts de money 
whu t chew goin ' tuh g ive him in hi s pocket . 

Well , af ter he ' d  b e  buri ed , yo ' goes back to his grave den an ' g i t  chew some 
d ir t  - ab out three or fo ' months af ter he done laid dere in de grave . Gi t  chew 
s ome dirt an ' tote dis dirt in yore p o cket wi t d is ring , yo '  s ee . Well now , d at 
g ives yo ' a hand. [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1143) , 186 5 : 3 . ] 

1935 . Ah ' ve heard tell of ' em us ing ,  git tin ' a chip o f f  de headbo ' d ,  git tin ' 
a pie ce o f f  de headbo ' d  of d e  grave an ' us ing i t  fo ' luck . 

(Well , how do they us e that ? )  
Well , yo ' s crape it . Yo ' take a knife an ' yo ' s crape de - shave i t  off  d e  

lef thand s ide of i t . G i t  d a t  o f f  d e  lefthand s ide , yo ' s crap e i t  tuh yo ' . Yo ' 
s crape it to  yo ' an ' yo ' say ,  "Lo rd , let d ere b e  luck . Lord , let dere b e  luck . "  
Yo ' say d at thr ee times an ' yo ' s crape dis knife to yo '  - yo '  bring i t  to yo ' .  
Yo ' b ring yor e knife to yo ' , not f rom yo '  - dat ' s  lucky . 

(Well , what wou ld you do with it af ter you g e t  those s c raping s ? ) 
Well , yo ' take dat s craping an ' wear i t . Yo ' take yore li t t le f ine s cr aping 

an ' put i t in a little b ag an ' yo '  wear it round yore wais t ,  if yo ' a person out 
f o ' luck in numbahs or someth in ' lak dat e [Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1116 ) , 17 91 : 4 . ] 

1936 . Take g�aveyaPd di�t an ' put it in yore pocket - g�aveyaPd di�t an ' 
Sampson snakeroot an ' blacksnake root an ' measure it . [Three ingredients . ]  

(Mea sure what? ) 
De b lacksnake root when yo ' take i t  up . Yo ' me asure it de length of yore 

finger , de b lacksnake root . 
(Which f inger? ) 
I t  either be ' s  [ thes e ]  two or des e two - this or th e other one [demons trates ] . 

Ah don ' t know , don ' t want b e  pos i t ive . 
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(Either two of the f ingers of the right hand . )  
Yes sir . They take three of those Samps on snakeroo t an '  measure ' em ,  den dey 

take three of blacksnake roo t s  an ' measure ' em , an ' weave ' em together with raw 
cot ton thread , weav e ' em  together , an ' put ' em  in dey pocket , an ' g i t  s ome grave
yard dirt an ' put in it . 

(What is that suppos ed to do then? ) 
That is luck - luck to win . Or way back in slavery time that was luck to keep 

yo ' b os s  from whuppin ' yo ' .  Ole peop le carried dat - dat ' s  all d ey  had to pertek 
deyse1f . [ Informant born 1858 . ] [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1003 ) , 1619 : 2 . ]  

1937 . See , ah ' m gwine wit a g irl . Ah have did dat mahs e1f . An '  go tuh d e  
graveyard , carry nine pennies yo ' see , an '  yo ' put dem nine pennies down three 
each time - one fo r de daid , an ' one fo ' de 1ivin ' , an ' one fo ' de gir l .  S ee . 
An' den yo '  pay a penny f o ' dat gr aveyard bo ' d ,  fo '  dat headbo ' d ,  an ' yo ' s tick 
it  down - walk backward s an ' s tick it down an ' go home . Ah d idn ' t  have tub us e 
no dirt . An' ah did see her de nex t mawnin ' .  

(Well , did you say any thing or do anything out there when you were doing all 
this ? )  

Ah went there an ' - gi t somepin tuh dig a hole . Put three penny in one hole -
dat ' s  f o ' d e  dead . I t  a good many yeah� s ince ah did it . Ah j es t  r emembah . Ah 
put down f irst de  three penny in d e  g ir l  name . Den ah put three penny down in my 
name , an ' ah put three penny down fo ' de dead , an ' ah put three penny down fo '  de 
headbo ' d , yo ' see .  An ' d en ah take dis bo ' d ,  de headbo ' d  up In de Name of de 
Lord an ' ah s tick it back down In de Name of de Lord , but ah stick i t  back down 
dere backwards an ' walk on out of there , an ' ah call dis gir l  name ever ' time ,  
an ' d e  next mawnin ' ah did s ee her . 

(You do this in order to  s ee this girl ? )  
Dat ' s  i t , yessuh . [ Sumter , S . Car . , ( 1369 ) , 2426 : 7 . ] 
1938 . You kin go to a graveyard , but chew have to go before de sun ris e  they 

say , if  you lose a j ob an ' wants to git yore j ob [back] , or if you wants a j ob .  
You g o  to  a graveyard in de mornin ' ,  six momin ' s , bef o ' de sun ris e an ' get a 
litt le b it of graveyard dirt an ' throw it over lef t  shoulder . You get dere befo ' 
de  sun rise an ' j es t  as de sun s tart to peepin ' up , then you throw it  over your 
left shoulder . An ' then you go back home and you dress up an ' go on out to de 
j ob .  An '  j is '  don ' t you say nuthin in de world to your bossman ; j is '  set dere 
an ' they t ell me he ' ll call yah . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (28 3 ) , 19 8 : 2+8 5 . ] 

1939 . Dat graveyard dirt , why ah ' ve got  it  mahs e1f to be lucky . Why ah take 
i t  an ' some Hearts Cologne an ' git me a silver dime an ' put into � t , an ' wrap it 
up in some red f lannel an ' wear it  in mah shoe fo ' nine days - in mah left shoe 
fo ' nine days . An ' ah Change it out an ' put it  in mah right shoe fo ' nine days . 
An' de tenth day , why if ah felt like i t , if ah had a j ob or gamb l ing , ah ' d  go 
back to gambling , why ah ' d  always be lucky . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042) , 
1 687 : 1 .  ] 

1940 . You kin git chew a little dis talcum powder , g i t  chew a li ttle grave
yard dirt .  G o  a s  near d e  center o f  d e  g raveyard as you can .  I t  don ' t make any 
d if f ' rence wher e [whether ] you git i t  of f de g rave or no t ,  b ut you g it from sandy 
dirt like . Take dis talcum powder and mix dat and de graveyard dirt together .  
P rob ' b 1y you have to put it in d e  s tove somewher e  and let it dry out so ' s  it ' ll 
be  dust . You go and git chew a little of de b es t  co logne dat you kin find and 
spr inkle into dere . Well now , if you kin git righ t on to dis boss or kin roun ' 
next to ' im ,  you may drop some o f  it  roun ' his feet like dat or run your hands -
keep some in your pocket all de time . Run your hand in your pocket and sp rinkle 
a l ittle roun ' der e . Well , you take d is same Adam and Eve roo t . I t  don ' t hurt 
cha i f  you put i t  in yo ' mouth . You take and place one in each j aw ,  walk roun ' 
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de boss and talk to ' im . Spit ever ' once in a while roun '  in dere . I f dere ' s  
anything on his desk or anywhere [ like] dat , you kin prob ' b ly spit in your hand 
and go and lean on it - j es '  like I ' d  come in chere and ask you for a j ob ,  I ' d 
lean up here [ against my work tab le] and talk to you . Now I got dat spittal in 
my hand you see and put it on his desk.  He can ' t  tell nuthin . [Norfo lk , Va . , 
( 49 1 ) , 526 : 10 . ] 

1941 . You j es '  go to ' im and - dat ' s  if you kin git to ' im .  Git to ' im and 
you got some of  dis same gravey�d dirt , but you git dis b efore de 12  o ' clock 
tonight when you wan ' a  git a j ob .  If  you go to git a j ob ,  you go to dis grave 
at 12 o ' clock in de night , fresh grave , and you go to l im and you say to de  dead 
�, "Will you let me have dis ? "  You say dat to ' im t ' ree times b efore he give 
it . Den you takes dis direct froms t de midd le ,  fromst de foo t , and froms t de 
head , see . And you put dat in a little cup and you b ring dat cup out [ the grave
yard] . Now you know where dis bossman s tay , you know dat he s tay dere . Well you 
go to his hous e four o ' clock . 

(In the morning or at night? ) 
No , in de mornin ' - four o ' clo ck and you knock at de door t ' ree times before 

you put dis down . Knock at  de door t ' ree times and put dis t ' ing right on under
neath de s teps and you go o f f . He comes out . 

(He comes out . ) 
Yeah , and you gone and he ain ' t goin ' s ee nobody when he come out . Al l right . 

Den next mornin ' you go up to him , "Good mo rning , boss . "  "Good morning . "  "Well ,  
Boss , I ' s  looking fer a j ob . "  "You wan ' a  j ob ? "  "Yes , sir . "  "What kin you do ? "  
"Well mos t  anything , suh , you want done . " "Well , I ' ll give you a week ' s triaL " 
"All right , s ir . "  That ' s  all you want . Git in dere and after dat you is dere . 
[We have in this rite three act ions ,  each per formed three times . ]  [Charles ton , 
S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 603 : 1 . ] 

1942 . They kin take this graveyard dirt , they kin take this camphah gum , with 
sulphah [ three ingredients] , an ' they wear i t  in their pocket . Maybe they j is '  
dampen with whiskey an ' s tuff . An '  j is '  befo ' you git to the white man you gon I a  
ax fer the j ob at , you take this s tuff an ' you rub all in your hand an ' rub it 
ovah your face three times , an ' you kin walk up to the man an ' ax fer a j ob .  He 
might deny you the firs t time he might , but the second time he can ' t deny you . 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (189 ) , 9 2 : 4+85 . ]  

1943 . Well , there ' s  dif f ' rent things . They said that they take that g�ve
yard dirt and mix it with - j us t  like if they working on a j ob and they wan t a  get 
' em  away [ from] there .  Wel l  they ge t  the graveyard dirt , but they get it off a 
sinner ' s  grave . And they take this graveyard dirt and you mix with pepper and 
salt , and get to where this person that you wan ' a  get o f f  the j ob ,  and sprinkle 
on ' em  and they won ' t  be able to s tay on that j ob .  [Norfolk , Va . ,  (489 ) ,  5 24 : 2 . ] 

1944 . Well , ah know that chew kin go to the gravey ard , yo ' unders tand , an ' 
after yo '  go to  de graveyard , yo ' f ind a wicked person - a man or woman , yo ' see , 

an ' yo '  dig down on de lef t-han ' side into dere heart an ' yo '  
GRA VEYARD PENNY git 'b out dat much of dir t . Yo ' see de idea . Den yo ' have yo ' 

a little salt ' long wit chew ,  yo ' see . Yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' 
take dat s alt an ' yo ' put it  in dat hole , yo ' s ee ,  whut chew dug , an ' then yo ' go 
tuh work an ' yo ' take a penny whut chew call a graveyard penny - some o f  ' em  call 
it . Then yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' take that penny an ' yo ' put that in there , yo ' 
see .  Den yo ' goes tuh work an ' yo ' cover that up . Yo ' go down an ' walk roun ' to 
de lef t an ' take de footboard . Yo ' takes de foo tboard an ' yo ' carries it to de 
haid . Yo ' pull de headboard an ' take that back down to de foot , an ' yo ' s tick it 
back down there yo ' s ee .  Then yo ' walk away . 

Now , yo ' kin take dat dir t .  Yo ' goes to de  drug s to '  an ' yo '  buys somepin yo ' 
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call b r ims tone . See . Then yo ' goes b uy - we haven ' t  got i t  a t  home , yo ' know 
yo ' go buy i t  to de hardwar e an ' yo ' g i t  th is b lack gunpowd er . Then yo '  carr ies 
i t  on back home . Yo '  s et down in a o f f- room to yo ' s el f .  Yo ' go es tuh work an ' 
g i t  chew a dish an ' yo ' mix es a l l  that s tu f f  t ogether , yo ' s ee . Then yo ' s t ir 
it lak d i s , yo ' s e e .  Yo ' g i ts it thorough ly mixed yo ' see . 

Now , i f  the re ' s  anyone tha t yo ' can ' t g i t  along with , yo ' s ee , an ' yo ' want 
' em tuh go . Wel l , yo ' see yo ' go t a powder . Or anyone dat yo ' wanta work in 
d ere mind yo ' see . Yo ' have yo re powder , yo ' s e e . We l l , yo ' wa lk into dere home 
an '  yo ' talkin ' al l  de same time , no one no t i cin ' yo ' s ee whut chew g ot on yo ' .  
Yo ' s pr inkle d at right ovah de hous e ,  i f  yo ' c an g i t  into d ey home yo ' s ee . Yo ' 
goes tuh work den i f  yo '  can ' t  g i t  into d ey home , yo ' spr inkle i t  r igh t round de 
do ' s t ep ,  yo ' see , an ' so fo ' th .  Den dere gone , if yo ' havin ' any troub le yo ' 
see . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 13 3 8 ) , 2485 : 5 . ] 

GRAVEYARD PLANT S 
1945 . Co ' s e ah d id have 
l i t t l e  f lower dat g rows . 
de gr aveyard . 

' em  b ut ah haven ' t got ' em  now - d e  
I t ' s  a white f lower , yo ' g i t  i t  out 

(What i s  the name o f  the f lower ? )  
Ah d on ' t know whut d e  name of dat f lower ,  but chew kin go to de graveyard an ' 

g i t  it . I t  g r ows j es '  ab out dat h igh . 
(About a foot high? ) 

Y es , s ir .  An ' i t ' s  a l l  lo aded wi t - yo ' f ind it in mo st any cemetery ab out 
dis t ime . D ey b loomin ' I1,ow . I t ' s  a f lower dat de whol e plac e is whi te wit d em  
f lowers , an ' yo '  go d e r e  an ' p i ck dem f lower s , an ' s et d em f lowers i n  some wa tah 
an ' j es t  go dere an ' throw i t  [ the wa ter ] righ t  roun ' in der e . I t  will s eparate 
' em , git dem f rom roun ' dere . Co ' s e ah kin g i t  de f lower all righ t . An ' [ you 
say ] "Ah want chew all tuh s eparat e - rais e hell . "  See . 

(That wi ll b r eak up th is man and th i s  woman . )  
Shor e .  
(You throw this wat er into that hous e . ) 
Throw i t  right at de s teps . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1351) , 2 3 43 : 1 . ] 
1946 . Well , yo ' kin go d er e  an ' g i t  a t ree - to g raveyard , g i t  a lit t le ole 

� an ' d en carry i t  to anyone ' s  home an ' s e t  i t  out an ' let i t  s t ay r igh t where 
yo ' s et i t  out . It won ' t b e  long ' fo re d ey ' ll go where yo ' g i t  dis bush from . 

( I f  you want to g et rid o f  s omeone , you would go out to the g r aveyard and g et 
up a b ush and then come into that hous e  and s et i t  out where they wou ldn ' t  no t ice 
i t .  And tha t wou ld s end them to that grav eyar d wher e tha t  bush came f rom . )  

Dat ' s  right , j es '  make d em mov e in s omep in j es '  lak a grave . J es ' make up a 
l i t t l e  some th ing j es '  lak a grave an ' j es '  s t ick i t  [ the b ush ] right tuh de head 
of d at , an ' a s ti ck tuh d e  foot an ' name i t . It won ' t be long ' f ore dey be gone . 
[ Sum t er , S .  Car . , ( 13 68 ) , 2423 : 1 . ] 

1947 . You kin g i t  a pound o f  red b eans and put i t  up under the s t ep s , you 
und er s tand , and at e ach s ide of the s t ep s  if they ' r e op en , g i t  some guinea seeds 

GUINEA SEEDS 
GUINEA PEPPER 
GUINEA GRAINS 
PARADISE S EED 

SEEDS OF PARADISE 
GRAINS OF PARADI SE 

and throw ' em  a t  each s id e [ under the s t eps ] , and wa lk away 
and don ' t look b ack and they ' l l leave that hous e .  Guinea 
seeds - some peop le cal l  it guinea pepper . 
[New Orleans , La . ,  (814) , 1145 : 9 . ]  
1948 . Take seeds of paroadise - s even g rains , seeds of paroa
dise .  Yo ' b uy that in the Hindu companies , yo ' know , thos e 
d ir ty s trong [ smelling ] p laces [ b ecau s e  incens e is b urning ] . 
S even grains o f  p ar adis e .  An ' throw i t  aroun ' yore do ' . 

Make a good wi sh an ' pray an ' take yore Bib le an ' r ead de Psalms o f  David an ' ask 
God tuh open d e  way fo r yo ' an ' yore bus ines s wil l  g radually grow .  Als o  yo ' kin 
r ead de s ixth chap ter of Luke an ' da t ' ll he ' p  yo ' in ' de Bib le in de Chr i s t iani ty . 
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Tha t i s  tuh bring bus ines s to yore home . 
[ The preced ing Hindu companies were mor e likely a company with an orient a l  

name and s omeone wearing a turb an (see Turban i n  Ind ex ) .  Since I always as sumed 
s ome of these companies may have wo rked under pro t e c t ion � I nev er v i s i t ed any of 
th em - I had enough t roub l e  collect ing . ]  [ Li t t le Rock , Ark . , ( 88 7 ) � 146 2 : 14 . ] 

1949 . Den yo ' kin g i t  chew s om e  John de Conkep an ' hav e  yo ' a li t t le p i ec e  o f  
r o o t  an ' ch ew thos e  guinea p eppahs ev ery once i n  awhile . [ Guinea p epper = g rains 
of paradise , pung ent seeds of a Wes t Af ric an p lant (Amomum me Zegue ta) us ed as a 
sp ic e . ] Lak ah ' d  wa lk in heah to yo ' ,  went t o  g amb lin ' , chew dat once in awhi le 
an ' spi t in mah han ' an ' rub it an ' throw mah dic e or p lay mah cards . Chew dos e  
guinea pepp ah s - dem l i t t le brown s e eds dey calls guinea peppahs . 

(Wha t do you do with tha t  John the Conkep root ? )  
Yo ' chew that . Yo ' hold that in yo re mouth lak a too thpick . Chew dem [ r oot 

and s eed ] s eparat e .  
( I f  a person g oes down t o  g e t  a j ob ? )  
Sho ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 8 ) , 1541 : 13 . ] 
19 50 . I f  you out o f  a j ob and want s a j ob b ad , you ' �l t ake you s ome s e ed they 

call Paradis e  Seed and you keep that seed in your mouth , and when you ask the man 
fo r work he sure can ' t turn you down . Paradis e S eed . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 48b ) � 
1311 : 6 . ] 

19 5 1 .  Get you some guinea seed - that ' s a li tt le small s eed j u s t  about as 
b ig , a lit t l e  b i t  b i g g er than mus t ard s eed , s e e .  G e t  you nine o f  thos e li t tle 
guinea seeds , s ee . You put s a sma l l  quantity of ' em in your sho e .  You take nine 
o f  ' em  and you put ' em in your mouth . S e e , hold ' em in your mouth . Every once 
in awhile when you round t a lkin ' to 'em ( s sphu t  - s s phu t )  [ comment by trans crib er 
b e caus e info rmant can be heard spit ting ] . Spit like tha t . 

( I  s ee . ) 
And I guaran tee you he ' ll g ive you a j ob r ight away . [ N ew  Or leans , La . ,  

( 8 7 3 ) , 1425 : 4 . ] 
19 5 2 . Tuh make ' em  move . Well , yo ' could t ake some dem s eeds , dey call ' em 

de guinea p eppah s eeds . Take guinea peppah s eed an ' yo ' sprinkle i t  i f  yo ' vis i t  
der e , o r  else g i t  s omeone tuh c om e  d er e  t o  dey hous e yo ' under s tan ' .  Yo ' taka de 
guinea peppah s eed an ' yo ' throws i t  an ' curs e i t , if i t  one or two of ' em . I t  a 
li t t le b i t t a  s eed lak f laxseed . Chew evah s aw f l axs eed? Wel l , yo ' t ake d a t  an ' 
yo ' throw in dere � or els e g o  an ' put it undah dey rug where dey pas s , an ' when 
dey pass , well , dey always g it t in '  id ea s  t uh move , yo ' s e e , an ' finally dey ' ll 
say , I IOh well , ah ' l l g i t  outa dis hous e . "  Wel l ,  dat ' s  really evi l doin ' - de 
guinea peppah seed . 

[Make ' em  move rite is f o llowed by bPing back r i t e . ] 
All yo ' do , g o  on der e an ' g i t  d e  s eed an ' yo ' pas s es zactly wh ere dey livin ' 

a t , where yo ' s een ' em ,  where dey home a t , an ' yo ' drop d e s eed at mos t ly ea ch 
s t ep , yo ' know , where yo ' comin ' . When yo ' leavin ' ,  come an ' make a b lock , an '  
yo ' drop one tho s e  s e ed s  right in front dey do ' an ' den when yo ' comin ' ' long 
agin . (Machine turned o f f  too quickly but my following comment exp lains . ]  

(You keep dropping thes e s eeds fr om their hous e back to your hous e .  That ' s  
the come back see d .  That ' s  to b r ing t h em  back . ) 

B ring ' em r igh t back . [ Algier s , La . ,  ( 159 4 ) , 2 9 9 6 : 5 . ] 
195 3 . Wel l , yo ' take de gunpowder a n '  lodes tone an ' nine s eeds of red peppah 

[ thr ee ingred i ent s ]  an ' sew it up in a y arn rag . That ' s  fo ' tuh draw luck to 
yo ' , too , fo ' money . Yo ' know , if yo ' s  a g amb ler , why yo ' kin win 

GUNPOWDER an ' i f yor e a policy p layer why yo ' win lak that . Or i f  yo '  a bus i
ness man , why yo ' know , yore b us ines s will b e mo ' urgent . [ Gunpowder 

app ears in many comb ina t ions . ]  (Memphis , T enn . , ( 1 5 4 1 ) , 2 7 8 7 : 13 . ] 
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19 54 . Well , de Book [ Bib le ] claim that the hair is a man ' s s trength - a man ' s  
s trength lodg es in his hair an '  so is hi s knowledge . They c laim that a man kin 

take three s trands o f  a woman ' s hair outa de mole [mold ] of her haid , or 
HAIR she kin take three st rands outa de mo le of his haid - git  him tuh s leep 

an ' git  i t , take de scis sors an ' cut it out . An '  she kin tie it  up in her 
underskirt tai l  an ' she kin carry him anywhere she wanta , or he kin carry her . 
[Wilson , N .  C ar . , (1476) , 2955 : 5 . ] 

1955 . Well now , a lady got my hair one time and she stopped i t  up in a bottle 
and she buried i t . So  it almos t run me crazy but I went to a man .  He made her 
bring de hair back . She ' d  brought it  f ace to face and give it to me and told me 
why she did i t , b ecause she thought I had no thing to do but sit on de porch and 
read papers and I was in better cir cums tances den her . So dis man asked me what 
did I want done with her . I say , "Well , t ain ' t worth whi le to kill her , but j es t  
s end her away from Portsmouth . "  I was living in Port smouth . Well , he sent her 
away and he wasn ' t  nine days sending ' er ei ther . He j us t  got three pinches -
j es t  like tha t - pinches of  dirt and sewed i t  up .  

(Was this out of her left track? Tell me j us t  what he did in thi s cas e . ) 
He got three pinches o f  dir t  out o f  her left tr ack , r ight in the hollow o f  her 

foot and put it - made a little clo th bag and put that in there and s ewed it up 
and had t aken it to running water and made three wishes and threw it overboard . 
She went away from dere . [Nor folk , Va . ,  (486) , 514 : 8 . ] 

[To show that my comment d id not suggest a left-track rite to informant , I 
will now quote the lef t- track rite given by informant two ri tes preceding pres ent 
one . ] 

Get the dirt out o f  the left foo t , three pinches , and put that in a cloth rag 
you know and sew it up . And take it to running water and throw it overboard and 
make three wishes b efore you do it . And when you make them three wishes - they 
gone from her e .  An '  I know that to be true . 

(You make the wishes j us t  f or them to leave? ) 
Yeah . 
(You mean just to leave town or to die? ) 
To  leave , to die - either one . You make de wi shes - i f  you want ' em j us t  

leave town , make i t  dat way ; and i f  you want ' em  t o  die , you make i t  dat way . 
[Norfolk , Va . ,  (486 ) , 514 : 6 . ] [Both thes e original transcrip tions - 514 : 6  & 
5 14 : 8 - are part of  the f inal manus crip t . ] 

195 6 .  An '  den yo ' kin take a little b i t  of  strand out o f  a man ' s  head - like 
if a man dat chew got an ' yo ' want him tuh stand by yo ' or somepin lak dat e Yo ' 
kin take a s trand of hair out de mole of his haid , clip out a li ttle hair an ' do 
i t  up in a little new piece of homespun an ' j es '  wet it in yore watah , yore urine 
an ' poke it down in j es '  de leas t little crack dat che ' ve got . Yo ' ve not got ' a  
take but j es '  de  leas t li ttle tiny pi ece an ' wrap it tigh t , an ' poke right down 
in a little crack in yore baid in de wood part of it  or iron part - yo ' know , 
wheres omevah yo ' kin g it it punched down in dere good wi t a pin .  An ' dey says 
dat wi ll hold him . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1256) , 2 128 : 9 . ] 

1957 . Just keep your [a  woman ' s ]  hair and take i t  and gilt i t  - have i t  gilt 
you s ee j us t  like you gilt a pitchure [ frame ] [an '  make ] like a wat ch chain of it 
and wear it . And as long as they [you ) wear that , you is  all right . I had one 
mys elf . 

(You us e your own hair? ) 
No I No I No ! Somebody els e ' s .  They can ' t harm you . 
(You get that woman ' s  hair ? )  
Yes sir . [ This hand protects  a man from any of a woman ' s  triaks . ]  [Richmond , 

Va . , (390) , 46 3 : 1 . ) 
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1958 . [ Here i s  my f irs t knowledge of Doctor Frank Hal l , whom I s earched f or 
and f ound the following year - a feat coup led with the find ing o f  Madam Grif fin , 

an experience described in the Introduction . ]  
HALL 'S LUCKY HAND Th er e ' s  an o ld man by the name of Hall , a very rich man . He 

has I gu es s f i f teen farms . He has s ome very palitab le [ ? ]  
[pa latia l ]  h ouses on thes e farms . He lives in a lit t le shack . Each day there 

will b e  seen many cars around hi s home , both whi t e  and co lored . He is known as 
a cunjure . He is ab le to keep the law away and many peop le g oin�to cour t to b e  
tried always have him to s it in the courtroom . [Th is practice has b een f airly 
common ; see Court in Index . ] There is some thing he does . Nobody can s ee what he 
does . His fame has gone out that he clears the person b ecause mos t every t ime 
h e ' s  in the courtroom the person being tri ed gets out light or b e comes c lear . 
This old man i s known to s ell a lit t le b ag to law b reakers and boot legger s . In 
every bootlegger ' s  home that i s  prosperous in this town can be seen one of these 
li tt le bags hanging up on the s ide of the wall . You need not worry about th e law 
coming in as long as you s ee that lit t le bag . This 1i t �le bag is known as Ha l l 's 
Hand� Ha l l ' s  Lucky Hand. That ' s what they call i t .  That ' s  down in Su f folk ,  Va . 
[ Informant came from Suf fo lk ,  s eat o f  Nansemond Co . ,  but Hal l lived out in the 
country . ]  [Ocean C i ty ,  Md . ,  Ed . ]  

19 59 . I ' ve o f t en  heard that they h ave had a hand that they could us e and that 
only certain p eople could git that hand. I t was one or two in my neighborhood 

us ed to claim that they could give thos e hands . They ' re gone now . 
HAND MAKER They were very succ es sful in bus iness . P eople f lo cked to th em . 

S ome might have had the luck anyhow . They b elieved very true that 
she cou ld do s omething out of the ord inary for the people who app lied to her . 
Her name was Vivian Washing ton . [ Fr edericksburg , Va . , ( 38) , Ed . ]  

19 60 . We have a man over in Nor thhamp ton [ County ] now that will give you a 
hand to play numb ers and he wi ll give you two or three numbers . Wel l ,  they hi t  
once i n  awhile . As much a s  a hundr ed peop le twice a week get these hands . They 
ar e j us t  numbers . He don ' t charge th em anything .  They g ive him a percentage 
when they h i t . H e ' s a pr eacher , Rev . B . , he has followers like ho ly peop le .  
[Note we ll - numbers are called hands . See a ls o  Money - P rices For Hands� 
later . ] [ Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  ( 2 3) , Ed . ] 

1961 . Wel l , ' twas two round her e , root doctors , and they mad e s tuf f up . And 
we boys would all go t o  ' em and give ' em f i f ty cents and they ' d  give us a hand , 
they call it , to gamble wi th .  And they t el l  us for three weeks to not us e it 
ins ide of thr ee weeks . And we found out when they was goin ' away . They was 
goin ' away ab out in two weeks and th ey to ld us no t to us e the hand ins ide of 
thr ee weeks . And s o  in about two weeks we went and us ed i t . And the more we ' d  
gamb le o f f  i t , you s ee ,  i t  looked like the wors e luck we got . S o  we opened i t  
and f ound i t  full of rocks . And we went back t o  ' em and give ' em  the rocks b ack . 
So then they give us the f i f ty cent s  back. [ Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 249 ) , 245 : 9 . ]  

196 2 . I was away in Baltimore [Maryland ]  one t ime and s o  a f ri end o f  mine -
we was workin ' on a j ob ,  d e  f oreman he fired us - and h e  said to me , "Let ' s  go 
down in Spring S treet . " I s aid , "What for ? "  He s aid , "Let ' s  go d own ' er e  to a 
woman . "  I said , "What a you goin ' down ' er e  f or ? "  He said , "Man , "  he said , "we 
can go down ' ere and git us somepin , "  h e  s ays , "you can git work agin . "  I s aid , 
' 'Man , no l "  "Ye s you kin , too . "  S o  I went down ' er e wi th him on a Fr iday nigh t . 

We walked in . She says , "You don ' t live here , "  she s ays , "you come across de 
wa ters [ Cheas apeake Bay ] , d idn ' t chah ? " S ays , "You go t  but very little money . "  
She t o ld us what happ ened the d ay before , gettin ' fired . S o  she says , "Well , 
I ' l l give you s omepin now j is t  f er a dollar , j is t  becaus e you ' re fired , "  she say , 
"and you ain ' t  got no money but v ery little . "  And she gave him somepin look like 
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a dust . She told him to sprinkle that in his shoes of mornings b efore he touched 
a drop of water . Told him three words to say .  

(What wer e those? ) 
"Father and Son and Holy Ghos t . "  I believe that ' s  what he was suppos ed to say 

when he s prinklin ' that . 
And even so , af ter he did that [ next ] mornin ' ,  it was re ' lly a surprise to me . 

We both wen t back , we goes right b ack de next mornin ' ,  and b efore we got about a 
hundred yards o f  de j ob the man come oudt , commence to wavin ' f er us . I s aid to 
him , I s aid , "Johnnie , "  I says ,  "he don ' t  want us , b ecaus e we got fired here yes
terday . " And we keep on walkin ' up to him and he walked up to us and s aid , " Does 
you want to go to work? " We told him , "Yes . " So we went to work dere and s tayed 
on de j ob unti l de j ob was complete . [Deal I sland , Md . , (1 17 ) ,  21 : 4 ; in 19 16 . ] 

19 6 3 .  I got in troub le one time about some liquor and I went to d e  devi l , 
suppos e to b e  - not per sal [per sonal ] , you know what I mean [not the devi l him
s elf ] . I went to him . He said , "I can ' t do nuthin fer you unti l you pay me . "  
He s aid , "I can do any thing to clear you . "  And I already had 18 months out de 
' cord er ' s  [ r ecorders ? ]  court . Went t o  de big court and I didn ' t  have no lawyer 
atall and I went to dis man suppos e  to b e  workin ' wid de devil .  And he g iv e m e  
somepin and I got j es '  as clear as you rockin ' in dat chair [ s ee later ] . He give 
me a red bag . In dat bag was a p iece of  Juicy Fruit chewing gum and some onions 
and this powder dat was in it I don ' t  know de name o f  it . I was supposed to chew 
the ch ewing gum and hold it [ the bag ] in my lef t  hand [ during the trial ] . 

[ Between b oyhood and p res ent day thi s is the only time I was ever in a rocking 
chair and despite his words I was no t rocking . It happ ened to be the only armed 
chair in the hous e ,  a necessity when si tting hour after hour at a small machine
laden table upon which I could not lean . The man ' s bag or  hand cost $ 15 . 00 . ] 
[Wilmington ,  N. Car . , ( 173) , 139 : 4+8 5 . ]  

1964 . He had that wropped in a tape , some kinda tape-lak , an ' he wrops it in 
a s quare and it would b e  a square de size of a half a dollah , ah guess .  I t  was , 
you know round , an ' he t ells me tuh carry dat wit me in mah wallet - carry it wit 
me all de tim e .  Carry i t  with me an ' ' noint it wit whiskey ' bout ever ' fo ' or 
five days . An '  d en he takes me roun ' an ' git anothah one . He wrops me a larger 
one an ' tells me tuh keep dat one in d e  house , an ' ' noint hit wit whiskey ' bout 
time ah think i t ' s  dry . Any time ah think i t ' s dry , put sulphur on it  an ' ' noint 
it  wit whiskey . An '  then he give me some spirits . Ah thought it wus spirits  -
yo ' know whut dey d ig up out de ground [gpaveyapd dipt ? ] .  So den h e  g ives me 
somepin ,  somepin like a pickel j ar .  He puts d e  whiskey in de  j ar an ' h e  put de 
li ttle herb s in de j ar an ' [ to ld me to ] keep ' em  roun ' mah place , an ' j es '  hide 
it  where nobody can ' t take it - which ah did an ' ah got it [ now] . An ' ah taken 
it on to de shop . Ah wouldn ' t take it  to de  house . De nex ' mawnin ' ah go to  it  
an ' ' noint it  wit whiskey , right in de j ar ,  an ' ah have de j ar right now down at 
de shop , an ' ah j es '  put whiskey ovah dat e [Wi ls on , N. Car . , ( 145 3) , 2 64 1 : 1 . ] 

19 65 . De onliest time when ah used to be gamb lin ' ah went to a f ellah an ' he 
sold me a hand , an ' in that hand he had a piece of char coal an ' had three f ish
hooks an' it had two hairpins in that wropped up wit a piece of flanne l .  Then 
yo ' had to dpes8 it wi th cologne - with this heah HeaPts Co Zogne . So ah found 
ou t that the Heapts Co logne was luckier den the other stuf f . Ah found out that . 
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1009 ) , 1632 : 2 . ]  

196 6 .  I was about 1 8  years old a t  dat time . There wasn ' t  nuthin like dat e 
So once I had a o le fortune t eller t ell me dat somebody was tryin ' to  do somepin 
to me , she ' d  s top ' em  i f  I ' d  give f er $5 . 00 .  So I didn ' t  have but thr ee dollars . 
My brother - he was a s t epbro ther to me - and he said , "I ' ll lend j oo de  other 
two . "  So I give f er $ 5 . 00 .  Well , it wasn ' t  mor e  than about a f ew  weeks I lost 
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it . I t  was to b e  kept in my right far-hand ves t pocket . 
(What d id it look like ? )  

Twas long as my f inger . 
( Was i t  a bag ? ) 

5 7 5  

She called it a rabbi t  foo t , bu t I don ' t know what was in it . I t  was about 
the s i ze of my fing er and in a li t t l e  red f�nnen. [ Princess Anne ,  Md . , ( 128) , 
31 : 3 . ] 

19 6 7 . 
de Conker 

Fo ' tuh have luck in gamb lin ' ,  take white peppah , an ' yo ' know dat John 
ah wus tellin ' yo ' ' bout it - wel l , take a p iece j is '  ab ou t this long 

an ' whi t e  p eppah an ' some whi t e  s and , yo ' know , an ' a 
HAND MAKER ' S TRADEMARK piece of white lodestone an ' be shore i t ' s  put into a 

p iece o f  flannen or , yo ' know , not those thick leather -
yo ' know , j is '  lak a kid g love i s , leather lak that [ shammy or chammy ] . An '  b e  
sure tuh b ind i t  an ' sew it well an ' leave j is ' about da t much of de l i t t l e  piece 
op en . N ow ,  look [ d emons trates ] - see , if ah had a s tring so dat ah could show 
yo ' . Yo ' needn ' t  leave not nary piece [ of s tr ing ] on d at , ' caus e he ain ' t  go in '  
under s t an '  dat e But le t him wear da t in h is ves t pocket , yo ' see , an ' nob ody put 
dere han ' s on i t . 

Now , ah tole yo ' ' bout de John de Conker . I f  yo ' ain ' t got no John de Conker , 
ah kin get chew John de Conker. Ah kin git real John an ' Low John. 

(What does he put this in his pocket f o r? ) 
Well , he put that in there f o ' luck in gamb l in ' .  
(You make a little b ag for that root with tha t  l i t t l e  hole [ dropped s ti tches ] 

in it ? )  
Yo ' d on ' t want no ho le in it - no , no hole in it . Dat s tring-lak kind a handle 

to i t . 
(You make a loop in i t ? ) 
Yeah . Well , dat loop belongs dere . Dat little loop b elongs dere . 
(Why does that loop b elong there ? ) 

Well , dat loop means yo t know someth in ' . Well dat little l oop on dere , d on ' t  
chew s ee , r ecommend s . Yo ' s ee ,  ah ' m  a Chri s t ian an ' ah lak tuh tell de truth . 
Dat little loop r ecommends dat ah will make it . Dat ' ll make i t too . 

[ "Memphi s - Tuesday , May 24 , 19 3 8  - 9 16 - woman 50 - root dootor - not much" -
Numbers Book 885-97 7 . This is an underevaluat ion made b ecaus e she filled two 
cylinders only . She i s  t e lling me how to make a hand - " leav e j is '  ab ou t dat 
much of de little piece op en . "  She does not mean the shammy o r  flannel but the 
string u s ed in sewing the b ag . She wanted to show me how but we had no s t ring .  
Then she decides , "Yo ' needn ' t  leave no t nary p iece [ [ o f  s tring ] ] on d at , ' caus e  
h e  ain ' t goin ' und ers tand dat . "  The man for whom I was making the hand wouldn ' t 
unders tand the loop anyway . That loop, she says , is I I lak kinda hand le to it 
[ [ the hand] ] .  Dat loop means yo ' know some thin ' . • •  recommends • • •  recommends dat ah 

will make it . Dat ' ll make i t , too . "  At the time I mus t have known o r  suspected 
wha t  the loop meant . I c an mer ely guess at the meaning now . The loop was her 
s ecret s ign , personal trademark . I doub t the loop wou ld have helped me in making 
hands. [ For anothe r hand maker ' s  trad emark , see Broken Bottle Hand , p . 53 2 . ] 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (916) , 1485 : 6 . ]  

1968 . Nine needles , no more than twelve . Get th is wish dus t ,  a small p iece 
of lodes tone and you t ake s ay a dime , o r  i f  you want a s ixty or hundred dollar 
hand. I put f i f ty cent s [ half dollar coin ] or one [ s ilver ] dollar in it .  But 
j u st for an ordinary small hand I take a dime . I will wear it for a coup le o f  
days right i n  there - in the sugar bow Z .  

[ In a pr evious rit e she had laugh ed bois t erous ly b e caus e  I d id no t know the 
meaning of sugar bow l . That is why I ask the following ques tion - timidly : ]  
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Yes s i r , j us t  lay it in there , inside j us t  for i t  to s tay there for a lit tle 
while . That ' s what I calls the sugar bowl.  [ She is  the only person who us ed the 
word . ]  Wear it in there for a few hours , take it  out o f  there and wear in under 
my arm . Get graveya� dust and get a shell o f f  o f  somebody ' s  grave and s crape 
some o f  that dus t o f f  raw , then you put it on the f ire and you b o i l  it an hour -
put this shell on and boil the shell . When you firs t get  it home , j ust  s crape 
of f the dry dus t with [ into ] your needles and your money and stuff . Then you put 
this shell in a little  boiling pot and you put it  on the fire and you let it boil 
hard for a solid hour , and as this boils , why you make your wish to yours elf . 

[ This animal shell used on the grave as an ornament was a fresh-wat er b ivalve 
mollusk o f  several relat ed genera once abundant in the Mis siss ippi River valley 
drainage sys tem . Before the First World War almost every town on the Mississ ipp i 
had a pearl-button factory with its huge pile of  punched-out shells - shells full 
of regularly spaced round holes left  after punch ing out the crude but tons . Along 
the river too , musselers f loated their small flat-bottom boats having two racks 
of hooks parallel to the boat so that they could b e  eas ily bai ted and over the 
boat sides lowered into or raised out of the wat er . The larges t shell I ever saw 
was 8- 10 inches ; the indus try shells were much sma ller . ]  

Wh en the hour [ o f  boiling ] is over , then you take i t [ the shell ] o f f  and you 
s crape off  some of that [ cooked ] dust - you j us t  scrape it o f f  and you put some 
of that in a little bag , and you sew it [all thes e ingredients ] up with silk 
thread and try and no t put over fi fty sti tches in there . When you make your 
first s titch , leave the thread about that long [ demons trat es ] . 

(About as long as your finger . )  
And the last one , leave it  the same length , s o  that you can always hold it by 

�, b ecaus e wherever there is money , that ' s  called a Jack [ see comment later ] . 
And he gon ' a kick you - it will jump . Now the whole thing is the Jack , but the 
loop - you see you kin cat ch it to hold it by that and [ o r ]  fas ten it to you . 
Now , if you are a gambling person see , it ' s  lucky f or you - keep that on you . As 
long as you keep that on there , you ' ll have no need of  playing - you j est as well 
let ' em  hand it [ the money] to  you . While you are there won ' t  nothing · harm you . 
And now , maybe you ' ll say ,  "Oh , I wouldn ' t mind havin ' a game in ther e .  Don ' t 
know i f  they got any money or not . "  Well now , you j ist walk around in the re and 
you ' ll feel this move . 

[Desp i t e  informant ' s  brilliant pun , "Wherever there is money , that ' s  called 
a Jack" ( slang for money ) , money in a hand does not make it a Jack (see margin
t i tle Jack , pp . 190-l93 and Index) . Only question to and answer of  informant ' s  
hand turned it into a Jack . ] 

(How much does that cos t as a rule ? ) 
�, jus t what ever you want to charge for it . Charge a person accord ing to  

what you think they can pay . [New Orleans , La . , ( ? ) , 1125 : 3 . ] 
1969 . Ah us ed tuh try tuh be  a gamb ler mahs el f , an ' a fellah tole me ,  said , 

"Yo ' go an '  s ee a fellah , "  an ' he give yo '  fo ' winnin ' . "  
Well , ah went to where dis fe llah tole me . Ah ' m goin ' 

HAND - DEGREES OF POWER [ tell ] yo ' dis now - fellah name of Jackson , ah goes 
tuh see him an ' ah tole him . Ah said , "Look heah , 

mis ter , "  ah said , "ah wants a han ' . "  
He says , "Whu t degree han ' d id yo ' want? "  
Ah said , "Well , if it don ' t cost too much , ah want j es '  a han ' de deg ree da t 

ah kin git . " 
He says , "Well ,  ah works 2 5  degree,  30  an ' 40 . "  
Ah said , "Well , how much would dat 40 degree b e? "  
He said , "Dat ' s  de best . "  Say , "Dat will cost yo ' $ 25 . "  
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Ah say ,  "How long would i t  las ' ? " 
He s ay he guarantee it f o '  five yeahs anyway . 
An '  he say , he g ive i t . "An '  de firs t money dat chew win , yo ' take it an '  go 

tuh de bank an ' g it it in silver dollahs an ' s end me five of  de money f irst . "  
Said , "An ' de next time yo ' win , "  he say , "yo ' s end me all o f  it . "  

Well , de f ir s t  t ime when ah s tart tuh gamb lin ' ,  ah s tart wi th a do llah an ' ah 
win $ 2 5 . An ' ah say - an ' ah rushed to de b ank an ' got $ 25 in silver an ' sont 
h im  five of it . An ' ah didn ' t win no mo ' in about a month . Den de nex ' game ah 
went in ah win $50 . We ll , ah sont h im  all de chang e [ none of the p ap er money ] . 
An ' de second time ah win , he wrot e  me a lettah . 

(What did he s ay in hi s  letter? ) 
He tole me in de le ttah dat de las ' time dat ah would win , ah would have to 

come back an ' git  dat renewed agin . Well , ah nevah have went back tuh git it 
renewed . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1392 ) , 2499 : 2 . ]  

1970 . You g et a lodes tone and put it in your pocket and 
HAND - TIME LIMIT FOR put it wit s ome money , you suppos ed to keep money so long 

as you keep dat rock - long as da t ro ck , dat s t one is in 
ac tion ; but in a certain time , j us t  like anything e ls e , it ' ll run out . [Nor folk , 
Va . , ( 469) , 47 6 : 13 . ] 

19 71 . You kin go right ovah heah to Mt . P leasant - I guess you heard talk 
about dat . 

(Where? ) 
Mt .  P leasant , Sou th Carolina . You kin go ovah dere and dere ' s  a man ovah dere 

has a li ttle bag about dat roun ' - cos t  yuh five dollahs , and you ' ll b e  in luck 
fer de next six months . 

(Wha t is this man ' s  name ? )  
Hi s name i s  Wi lliam Green . 
(Where does he get these bags f rom? )  
He can ' t get enough o f  ' em . 
(This Docto� Gre en over here at Mt . P leasant - what does he call those bags ? ) 
Luck charms . 
(Luck charms - and how much did you say you paid f or them? ) 
Five dollars . You wear it  around your neck . 
( I  see .  And he ' s  p rob ably got dus t or something in the re . [ He s aid this 

while Telediphone turned of f . ] And they only las t s ix months ? )  
Only last six months a t  a time . 
(And then you have to get a new one? ) 
You have to get a new one every s ix months . 
(Well ,  what would you do if you don ' t renew i t  then? ) 

You j es ' in bad luck again - that ' s  all ther e is to that , your luck is gone . 
[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 06 ) , 55 6 : 6 . ] 

19 7 2 .  Ah had one but ah nevah did t ear i t  open . No suh , ah nevah did tear it 
open .  

(Why not ? )  
Well , ah j is '  didn ' t wanta tear it open .  Ah f igured aftah ah let it set there 

a long time in de oil of c edar , den it would come back luck to me agin , ' cause 
when ah firs t got it , it wus good , s ee .  An ' ah stayed in luck there fo ' ' bout 
six or seven months . When yore luck go down yo ' supposed tuh soak it' in dis oil 
of cedar , see , an ' bring life back to it . But ah have nevah to ' [ tore ]  de bag 
open . Ah paid five do llahs f o '  de bag . 

(Why don ' t you tear the b ag open? ) 
Well , ah will t ea r  it  open , but ah haven ' t  so f ar .  
Ah us e dis oil o f  cedar fo ' luck in gamb lin '  an ' rabb it foots . An ' ah take 
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mah rabbi t  foot - see , keep it  soaked in oil of cedar , an ' ah take that an ' wear 
that up in mah bosom heah or eithah in mah pocket wherevah - when ah ' m  shoot in ' 
craps or somepin lak dat e Ever ' time ah run mah han ' on i t , see , an ' git  that 
mo is ture offen dat an ' rub it on yore dice or somepin lak that , see , an ' den 
throw 'em down ha ' d when yo ' pas s , an ' dat ' s  f o ' luck .  Ah have tri ed that . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (9 3 2 ) , 1513 : 6 . ]  

19 7 3 .  Go to a graveyard for a gamb ling hand , git dat graveya� dipt and s ew 
it up into a bag , and put s dat lucky lodes tone into hit - into that bag . Yo ' 

feeds dat lodestone . I f  yo ' went to d e  g raveyard , yo ' feed it 
HAND PEEDING with whiskey , yo ' put s whiskey on it ; an ' if you didn ' t go to de 

graveyard an '  uses de lucky lodes tone , yo ' uses de Heapts pepfume 
on it - i t ' ll ' vaporate , i t  keep s that lod es tone damp and i t  makes yo ' lucky . 

( In gamb ling ? )  
Shore . 
(Well , why do you us e whiskey when you use gpaveYaPd dipt? ) 
Wel l , dat ' s  a wicked person - yo ' git d e  g�veya� di�t from a wicked person .  

Us e dat HeaPts Co logne o n  d e  lodestone . Dat ' s  d e  di f f ' r ence . [ S t .  P etersburg , 
Fla . , ( 99 8 ) , 1614 : 2 . ] 

19 7 4 .  B laok mastep is supposed to be a poot too . A lot o f  men keep it in a 
little bottle o f  whiskey , and women ( keep it ] in Heapts of Co logne and they carry 
it around in their pockets . That ' s to bring luck too . [O cean Ci ty , Md . , ( 14 ) , 
from Suffolk , Va . ,  Ed . ]  

19 7 5 . [Here , as so often ,  we have within one ceremony a combination of magic 
rites - feeding , rubbing and smelling . Smelling is  important : fragrant od ors 
for Cour t , Job and Lov e ;  unpleas ant odors for evil spirits or pers ons . Examples 
of Rubb ing are given in this subsection and elsewher e - see Index . ] 

De main root , one of  ' em  ah called now - one of  ' em  ah done called , dis heah 
Eve-and-Adam . Dat ' s  good . John de Conke� i s  b etter d ey say cause i t  don ' t - hi t 
conker de worl ' . Dat ' s  whut dey s ay .  I f  yo '  go ' f ore d e  j edge wi t dat - an ' dey 
say dey uses whut chew call dis heah HeaPts Co logne on i t to keep i t  alive . An ' 
yo ' keep it  - it will keep ' live . It will keep it  mo is t . Yo ' rub it  when yo ' go 
dere - j es t  go close enough to de j edge fo ' him to smell dat He�ts Co logne. Dey 
say it change his mind . 

(You would use Eve-and-Adam the same way that you would use John the Conque� 
root wi th Heapts Co logne in going before the j udge ? )  

Yes sir . [Waycros s ,  Ga • •  ( 107 4) , 1 7 3 7 : 13 . ] 
19 76 . Well , I bought one in Washington [ D . C . ] from a o le lady , she was b lind 

in one eye , and I ' d  b een gambling you see , had been losing everything d at I could 
b eg , bahrry and s teal . Now , this is j is '  as true as I ' m s i t t ing here . And so I 
heard about this ole lady but I never had no confidence in her . S o  when I went 
to her ,  you understand , she told me , she says ,  "Ub huh , " she s ays , "you los t 
everything you has and now you come here to me . "  She says , "No us e me g iving 
you nothing , cus you ain ' t gon ' a  believe in me nohow . "  Well , that j is ' was mah 
min ' when I walked in de hous e .  I told her , "Oh yes , Miss Sarah , I b elieve in 
you . " So . "Well ,  I can ' t f ix you up today , "  she s ay , "you have to come back a 
couple few days from now . If [Magic delay . ]  S o  I went back again and she wasn ' t  
fixed up then . I went back again . Th e next time I went back she was fixed up . 

She g ive me a li ttle pale-b lue b ook j es t about dat square , j es t  like a squar e  
b lock , j es t  a s  wide a s  i t  was long . She told me , she says , "You go ahead and you 
wear that in your right-hand pocket , "  she says ,  "and whenever you go to gamble , "  
she says , " ev er once in awhile you put your hand in your pocket , "  sh e says ,  "den 
when your pocket begins to sweat , "  she says , "you b et every thing da t j oo can beg , 
b ahrry and steal . "  Well now , whurther dat dis was righ t or whurther it  wasn ' t ,  
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anyhow , I pays t en dollars f o r  the Hand. 
Well , it was about a week b ef ore I could g i t  hold any money , much t og ether . 

Cour s e  I c ould gamb le with a lit t l e  g ame ,  b u t  I was alw ays want ing to g i t  in a 
big game . So I g it s in de game dis Sunday evening - de b oys was shoot ing craps , 
p lenty o f  money . So I g i t s  in th er e . And I d i dn ' t have but a do llar and a half , 
all the money I had . So I g i t s  in ther e .  And d e  b oy s  was shoo ting f er f i f ty 
cent s .  Wel l , you know my dol lar and a half wouldn ' t  las s  long in that . S ome b oy 
shoots f if ty c ents wor t h , two or th ree o f  them f aded in , you unders t and , and he 
hit ' em .  I don ' t know whurther to f ade dis dollar and a hal f or whurther t o  wai t 
and shoot i t . I didn ' t know wha t to do . I rubb ed my hand in my pocke t  and i t  
sweat . 

I take i t  out . So I g e t s  s ome quart er b i t s , a coup le o f  quarter b i t s , lost 
them . I lo s t  them righ t  out . "Gues s I ' d  b e t t er s top now . I I S o when d e  dic e got 
to me I taken d e  d i ce , I don ' t know whur ther to s ho o t  a quart er or what to shoot . 
A m ind comes t o  me shoot a dollah .  Now dat ' s  all I ' ve got . So I s ay s , "I ' l l 
shoot f i f ty c ents . "  A f el lah says , "Y ou ' ll loo s e  fo r  a dollah . 1 I Oh , d e  game was 
big l Money b acked up you know for good l And I wanted some of it so bad . I 
thought I ' d  shoot d e  dollah . And I roll d e  d i c e  out . But dey g o t  a fashion of 
gauging dem ,  you unders tan ' , ket ch ing dem when dey come out . S o  I throwed d e  
d i c e  out and de f el lah c aught i t . I throwed d e  d i ce o u t  again , de f e l lah c augh t 
it . He caugh t ' em  three time s . With mah hand in mah pocket , my hand b egin to 
git mo is t , a f t er she told me my hand b egin to swea t , I shot d e  dol lah . I throwed 
a ' leven , I sho t  de two , I throwed a s even . I said [ to mys e l f ] , "I gue s s  I ' d 
b e t t er t ake down th is t ime . "  So I taken down thr e e  dollahs . And sho t  de one , 
come out wid a t en .  A fellah s ays to me , h e  s ays , "I ' l l b et two to one you don ' t  
ten . I I I says to myself , "Now dat ' ll br ing me two dol lahs . 1 I I drop right down , 
right s t raight back , j es t  as s traigh t "wid de ten a s  I coul d come , and I got t en 
for four shots and made one right after de other . Then my hand was j es ' as wet 
ins ide dat ev ' ry  t ime I take hold de dice , you under s tand , dey ' d b e  wet . I taken 
dat game . And when I c ome out dat night I had a hundred and forty- three dollahs . 
Now , whurther it was d e  hand or whur ther i t  was j us t  luck , my luck come t o  me , or 
what i t  was . That ' s righ t .  Da t was de f i rs t  hand I ever b ough t . 

D e  second hand I b ough t I was in Baltimor e .  I b ought i t  from a b l ind man . 
Th is is a l i t t l e  b ag , a li t t le r e d  f lannel hag . He told me , he s ays when he give 
me th is b ag , h e told me , he says , "Now you g e t  s om e  whi skey . And don ' t  throw de 
wh is key on this , but fut i t  in your mouth and spit i t  on it , " he says ,  l Iand don ' t  
gamb l e  with this , don t pu t no money much on this b ag unt il you keep i t  a day or 
!,!?. " AU righ t . That cos t me ten dollars . Dat ' s in a place in Ba l t imor e called 
Holland town . And I g oe s  in a game in Hollandtown that night and breaks i t . And 
the n ex t  one I b ough t was in Nor folk [ Vi rg inia ] . Da t was a b lack ca t ' s  paw , d e  
p aw o f  a b lack ca t .  An d  I los t  dat s omewher e .  I don ' t know where I los t dat . 

( How do you car ry tha t ? ) 
In y our p ocke t  where your money is . 
(What did you p ay f o r  the third hand ? ) 

T en dollars . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (9 3) , 8 : 1 . ]  
197 7 .  Der e is dis garlic - g i t s dat garli c an ' yo ' t akes s ome dis seven 

finger root an ' de King of de Wor l ' [ magic thr e e  ingredi ents ] ,  g i t s  dat an ' yo ' 
put dem together . Dat is to carry yo ' thr ough an ' g oo d  luck . 

(What do you mean you put them together ?  How ar e you going to put them 
toge ther ? )  

Put dem three pieces into a vial tog ether , or sew 'em up toge ther into a seal
Zike [ unusual us e of word s ea Z ] ,  an ' den y o ' feed da t - yo ' feed dat wi th red 
wh iskey . Yo ' kin g i t  r ed wh is key now [ now that Pr ohib ition has ended ]  - yo ' feed 
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dat wit red whi skey [ ins tead o f  moonshine whi te whiskey ] . But now yo '  could j es t 
feed i t  wit rose perfume in de place of de red whiskey , i f  yo ' can ' t git  de red 
whiskey . But while usin ' dat fo ' yo ' s elf yo ' don ' t  drink dat red whi skey . � 
chew feed dat on , don ' t drink it . Yo ' kin drink any othah kind ' scusin'  red 
whiskey . Dat ' s  fo ' luck , carry yo ' through an '  he l p  yo ' in troub le - plenty of 
fren ' s ,  yo ' have mo ' white friends den yo '  do o f  any othah . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(1224) , 2081 : 2 . ] 

197 8 .  Now , i f  ah go to a �o- headed pe rson an ' tell ' em  tuh t ell me somep in ,  
an ' he tells me whut ah 'm  comin ' fo ' an ' who an '  everything - he tells me whut ' s 
[what it is ] ah ' m  comin ' fo r - j es t  lak if  ah corne in dere , why he ' ll tell me , 

HAND POWER 
RENEWED BY DOCTOR 

"Why , yo ' corn in , tuh do so-an ' -so , "  an ' everything lak dat e 
Say , "Yassuh . " He say , "Well , yo ' ain ' t had no luck" - lak 
dat e Well , s ee ,  i f  ah go tuh him an ' he tell me ah ' m goin '  
have luck - jes t lak ah g o  tuh him an ' he give me a han ' f o ' 

gamb lin ' . Why he ' ll t ell me whut tuh do . He ' ll g ive me sornepin an ' won ' t tell 
me whut i t  is , an ' tell me tuh go horne an ' bury it undah mah back do ' steps , an ' 
aftah ah bury it he ' ll t ell me , " Come back in two or three days , I I  an ' he ' ll t ell  
me whut i t  is . [Mag ic delay . ] An' he ' ll put a toadfrog in a s ack an ' s ew  it up 
an ' have i t  sprinkled wi t red peppah an ' bury it undah my b ack do ' s t eps . An ' 
ah ' ll be  lucky an ' ah won ' t  lose a cent , but ah got tuh keep on renewing it  up 
s ee ,  an ' he say ah won ' t lose a bet . 

(Well , do you leave that toadfrog under the s teps then? ) 
Yessuh , dat ' s  righ t .  An ' when it goes s tale yo ' know ah got ta go back tuh 

him , s ee .  When i t  git old ah gott a  go back to him an ' keep it  renewed up . An '  
yo ' got ta have confidence in him , yo ' know . 

An ' den ah kin go tuh him an ' tell him whut ah wants did , anything . He mo l 
den ap t tuh send me ba ck home . He ain ' t want a do i t  de fir s t  day .  He ' ll t ell 
yo ' come back . [Magic d elay . ] I f  ah don ' t b elieve in him when ah go dere , he ' ll 
tell yo ' tuh go back an ' make up in yore mind dat chew goin ' believe in him . 

An ' i f  ah wants tuh work - if a man is got somepin , see , ah go dere meanwhi le 
an ' ah ' ll tell him . An ' he ' ll tell me how tuh go in a p lace , a place ah ain ' t 
nevah b een - yo ' know , make ou t where he is . Ah kin go  wheres ornevah he is , i f  he 
round anywhere . I f  he drink , ah drink - try tuh git  near to him as ah kin , see , 
an ' ah has this Jockey Club an ' lodestone , an ' den ah ' ll j es t  rub i t  on him yo ' 
know , put mah han ' s  on him j es '  lak if ah wanta tech him .  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , 
(1535) , 2 768 : 6 . ] 

19 79 . Mostly they give them to g amb le rs . I t ' s  a li ttle square bag of no 
particular colo r .  And they tell them to wear it next to their skin and that you 
will win . They don ' t  t ell you what ' s  in that . They tell you if you open i t  you 

HAND - SECRECY 
will have bad luck . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (43 ) , Ed . ]  
1980 . You take a pair o f  Adam and Eve and you put i t  in a bag , 
you put a piece of John de Conker in dere , and you put a piece 

of  Gall of Earth , and you put a piece of King So Zomon - dem dere three in dat 
bag , and put a dime in dere . [See margin- ti tle Three Roots , lat er . ] Dat bag 
got t a  b e  made outa red flannel o r  pink silk .  Well you sew i t  up tight af ter you 
put dat dime in d ere . Den you take some of dis conker root and boil it . Well , 
you make ' b out a quart . Or either you git yours elf a bott le of Hearts Co Zogne . 
You put a lot of dat cologne in dere but keep i t . Den you git  a ole g las s and 
put a little water and put dis conker root j uice into it  and one or two drops of 
your own urine - dat ' s  fer to draw - and saturate d is bag in i t  [ this is feeding 
the bag ] .  Dat ' ll do bus ines s ,  too . Dat make so many people lucky on de numb ers 
and things . 

(Well , what ' s  the bag supposed to do ? Jus t luck for numbers ? )  
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/ 
Naw , Zuaky bag. Yeah , you go t t a  c arry i t  on yo ' .  Don ' t let nobody pu t der e  

hands o n  i t  - a in ' t  let nob ody know i t ' s  on yo ' .  [ Washington , D . C . , (622) , 
79 8:4 ; woman sold roots in pub lic market . ]  

19 81 . The fore f ing er of the dead man . 
HAND ACgUAINTED WITH YOU (Which hand ? )  

The right hand . 
(The righ t hand - the forefing er . )  

Fir s t  j oint . And make a hand of it  and put it in a little b ag ,  you know , and 
s ew i t  together . Calls it a hand. I ' ve done that mys el f .  

(Do you put any th ing else with that ? Or j ust that bone alone? ) 
Jus t  that b one alone , and give it to him and let him carry it long enough for 

the b one to get acquainted wi th him , which you know , when I gi t i t , I g i t s  it  of f 
a man who was a gamb ler . I got it of f a man who was a gamb ler . Now , that thing , 
I ought not to tell ' cause I makes money o f f  of dat . 

(Well , I ' m not going to use it anyway . ) 
What - huh ? 
[ I  exp lain my un tact ful remark . ] 
( I  say I ' m  not go ing to s tay her e  and g o  into bus iness as a g amb ler or any

thing o f  that sort . I s ay I ' m no t g o ing to use it in any way . )  
I don ' t  care whether you use i t or not . You kin use it if you want to . But 

then such thing s as tha t I don ' t talk it around home here b ecaus e folks , you see , 
would head me o f f  by doing it deys el f . 

(I know . So  this is  confident ial b e tween us , i t  doesn ' t  go any fur ther . )  
Now , I went to work and I got the dead man ' s  finger , the f irs t j o int , and mad e 

a hand and s t ayed at home here and sent it to him by his lady friend . And he 
went to - he was a gamb ler .  And I told him , "Don ' t bet mu ch money on that now , 
the f irs t  o f f , before thi s  f ellow get acquainted wi th you . "  He went o f f  the 
f i rs t night he got it and made a $ 100 on it  the first night , and he sent me $ 10 
to f ix it and then s ent me $ 5  a f t er he made the $ 100 . I mad e $ 15 .  [Nor f o lk , 
Va . , ( 473) , 489 : 1 . ]  

19 8 2 . Ah went t o  a man to make conditions be t t er a t  home . He had me tuh g i t  
a dime an ' he grind i t  u p  an ' h e  had me g i t  twelve need les an ' he b roken dem i n  
par t s  an ' h e  p u t  ' em i n t o  a - he b all a clo th up , made a round baIl ou t o f  i t , 

an ' had me to wear dat round mah wai s t  an ' put Hearts Co logne on 
HAND i t , an ' each day that would b ring happ ines s into mah home . 

L IKE A BALL (Did i t ? ) 
Yes sir , i t  s eemed to he ' p  - fact mah wi f e  s eemed to act b ettah 

an ' mah - were mo ' tog ether an ' we go t along bettah .  
Then , on another occas ion ah was tryin ' tuh f ind happiness . Ah went to one 

[another doator l an ' he tole me tuh go out to de grav eyard . An ' mah litt le baby 
had j es t  died about two mont ' s ,  an f he said reach mah han ' down in d ere j es t  at 
sundown as fur as ah could git i t  an ' bring up s ome sand , an ' take that clay a�'  
parch i t  until it become where ah could handle i t  somepin lak sugah - he said , 
lak where i t  would b e  lak sugah . An '  had me to take i t  an ' go an ' s prinkle some 
o f it ovah mah mo ther ' s  haid , an ' she laid down an ' sprinkle s ome in mah wife ' s  
haid , an ' sprinkle s ome all through on de f lo ' . An ' that brought mo ' harm than 
evah befo ' .  We had b een fus sin ' bu t we got tuh f ight ing . I t  ran me c lean away 
from dere . Ins tead o f  b ring in ' together , i t  did mo ' harm than i t  did good . 

(What did h e  tell you to do this fo r ? )  
T o le m e  t o  d o  dat in order to bring happ ines s . Ah was s eeking happ ines s .  Ah 

wus tryin '  tuh git mah - s ee , mah mo ther-in- law , s eemed lak she didn ' t like me ,  
an ' mah s i s ter- in-laws - ah j es t  couldn ' t  gi t along wi t de family . An '  ah went 
to h im - someone to le me to go to him an ' ah went to him an ' he had me to b ring 
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that to him an ' go through dis performance with dis graveyard dirt . An ' of 
course , ins tead of  bringin ' happines s ,  it got worse . 

An ' on another occas ion dat dis same gur1 ran 'way from me - an ' ah went 
around to one lady an ' she had me to go lie down f lat on mah back . Ah lie down 
flat on mah back , an ' she pu t a dark cloth ovah mah face an ' tole me to call  her 
�, an ' ah cal led her name . So  she told me to go to S aras ota [ Florida ] . Ah 
went there an ' ah found another one an ' she tole me , " Sh e ' s  in S t .  Petersburg 
[Florida ] . "  

An '  then ah went to one an ' he  give me help . He said that chew ' ll find her . 
Told me to go git two tat er roo ts . [Potato in much of the South is  sweet po tato , 
not Irish potato . ]  Ah got two tater roots an ' he tied ' em together an ' told me 
to wear da t round mah wai s t , an ' told me to go on an ' when ah come to de fir s t  
li ttle town where a h  could g i t  a boat , g o  out into a boat an ' throw d i s  ovah into 
de wat er , an ' come on back and res t  on it  an ' in a day or two she come up . 

Ah did that . Yes s ir , she came back . 
(When sh e put a b lack cloth over your head , did she do anything else for you 

or did she j us t  send you to ano ther person? ) 
She put the black cloth ovah mah haid when ah laid down . Den ah got up an ' 

then she had me to read de 23rd Psalm ,  ah think it  was , an '  after ah read de 23rd 
P salm , then she had me to s tand up an ' go through s ome motions with her , yo ' see . 
She carry her han ' out dat way an ' up dis way [ demons trates ] .  An ' she tole me 
tuh hole mah haid sideward s  an ' ah did that , an ' then she begin tub read [ the 
card s ]  an ' tel l  me various things . And of co ' s e from that , why she tole me tuh 
go an ' ah went where she tole me , but ah did not find her . 

(Well , after she finished with you , then she s ent you on to somebody else ? )  
Yes s ir . 
Once ah des ire to go out an ' ah couldn ' t  go out an ' ah went to a fortune

teller an ' ah asked why . He tole me , s aid , "Yo ' go home , "  he s aid , "an ' yore 
wif e has us ed de dishrag an ' sewed i t up in a mat tress . "  

He said , "When yo '  kin ketch it - yo re wife ' s o f f  from de hous e ,  look in de 
middle of de mattres s an ' yo ' ll find dat dishrag . Take it an ' go to  back do ' an ' 
look towards de eas t  an ' wip e yoreself an ' then go ahead an ' throw de dishrag 
ovah de field - ovah there some place . "  

An '  he  says , "Yo ' ll find complete result s . "  
An ' ah did it an ' ah really got results . That had me ti ed. Ah us ed that an ' 

s oon f ind out . [Dishrag is a widespread cure for impotence caus ed by tying . ] 
[ Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 110 5) , 1779 : 11 . ]  

1983 . For luck in gamb ling you would use a hand - use a hand such as a oil .  
(Well , now , explain the detai ls o f  that hand. What kind o f  a hand? Do you 

know how i t ' s  made? ) 
Y es , sir . I t ' s  a hand. They makes a hand with a piece of red 

HAND JUMP S f lannel first , and after the red flannel they ask you for a silver 
dime . They put s - place the silver dime in it , place a piece of 

lodes tone in i t .  They takes a piece o f  John the Conquer root - that ' s  for 
pro tect ion . All right , they takes that hand - that cloth , you see , and they wrap 
it  - sews it up all around . They takes this oil o f  clover and they gives you a 
bottle full of  it - a little , about three-ounc'e bottle . You puts  that  oil on 
that hand - what we call a hand and soaks it . [ This soaking is called feeding . ] 
Then when you go in a gamb ling house , you supposed not to le t no one take that 
hand - s ee , no one touch i t . If  you do , it ' s  supposed to be no good . You walk 
in to gamble - well , gambling room - p laying cards or anything like dice . And 
that hand is suppos ed to work . I t  j umps in your pocke t , you s ee .  

( It j umps ? )  
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/ 
Just like it moves - s lightly more - that ' s when you mus t  bet . And when you 

are not to bet [ it does not j ump ] . S ee .  Yeah , I had one . 
(I s ee .  Did it  work? ) 
I t worked purt ty good , I was purtty lucky .  [New Or leans ,  La . ,  ( 7 82) , 1084 : 2 . ]  
1984 . I f  you are g et t ing into the game , you can find out i f  the other fellow 

has a b ag ? )  
Yessuh , yo '  kin find out i f  he got one . Well , yo ' s ee de way yo ' find it out ,  

yo '  see yores won ' t work , s ee . S ee ,  yores gen t ly [ g enerally ]  sits hot in yore 
pocket - dat ' s  when yo ' tell when tuh pass or anything . But 

HAND - HOT OR COLD long as it s tay cool , well , yo ' kin tell anothah man got one 
bettah den yor es . 

(And there is nothing you can do about it? ) 
No suh , den [ than] if yo ' j is t  git up an ' leave de game or b et behin ' him . 

[Little Rock , Ark . , ( 90 2) , 14 7 4 : 6 . ] 
1985 . They say they have two kinds o f  these handS . The f irs t one I told you 

about was supposed to be a hand that would g ive a man good luck and anything he 
d es ires . There ' s  another hand that they could talk to that will 

RAND TALKING direct them , where to  go , when to go , and when not to go , to keep 
out of trouble . That is the one they talk to . There ' s  one that 

hangs around the neck and hang s down righ t here in front o f  them . The one that 
gives them their wishes they carry in their pocketbook . The talking one they 
hang around their neck . [This ta Zking hand is a Jaok - see Nos . 5 81-5 88 , pp . 19 0-
19 3 ,  and Index . ]  [New York C ity ,  ( 10) ,  Ed . ;  inf ormant from S .  Car . ] 

1986 . [This is the Rite of Disguis e ,  p . 39 5 . ] 
Ah t ell yo ' how ah ' ve us ed ' em .  Yo ' ketch a red ants an ' cut him half in two , 

an ' as de ant ' s dyin ' yo ' gotta put him in a bottle wit dis same Hearts Perfume 
agin an ' oil of  clover , an ' yo ' keep dat ant s dere . Yo ' 

RAND - DISGUISED NAME name d at ants - name dat ants some kind other name .  Yo ' 
know , yo ' don ' t call i t  an ants - any name yo ' care tuh 

give it besides yores elf . Well , wha tsomevah yo '  goin ' tuh use dat ants fo ' in de 
luck , j es '  shake it up an ' s ays , "Now , Whatsomevah-yo ' -name-it , h elp . " 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (119 8) , 2016 : 4 . ] 

198 7 . I t ' s  lo des tone , a whi te Zodes tone - yo ' f ix that with a piece of s tolen 
garlic . Lak if  yo ' wanted this thing fixed fo ' yo ' , yo '  would s teal the garlic 

not ask anybody f o ' i t , steal the garlic without dem 
RAND - STOLEN INGREDIENTS s eein ' yo ' ,  an ' yo ' place this whi te Zodes tone with 

a ten- cent piece an ' dis piece of s tolen garlic into 
a red flannel an ' yo ' sew it up r eal t igh t an ' every nine days yo ' dress [feed] 
this thing with whut dey call van- van oi Z .  Tha t s upposed tuh b ring yo ' special 
luck . 

(What kind o f  luck? ) 
Wel l , such as yo ' - yo ' suppos ed to do things an ' come out o f  ' em  clear .  An ' 

in yor e dealing s f rom person tuh person , y o ' suppos ed to gi t results . Dey are 
suppos ed to pay special attention to yo ' . It should be j is '  de gen ' ral run of  
all yore luck - f o ' luck in  d e  g en ' ral run . [Memphis , T enn . , (915) , 1 4 8 2 : 10 . ] 

19 88 .  I ' ll tell you o f  an experience that I have had . I heard o f  a lady who 
was supp os ed to be ab le to issue a change of luck . She gave me a litt le red bag 

s ewed very tigh t ly .  I never op ened it to see what was in it . 
HAND - HANDSHAP ED The proces s in which she went about making this bag was this . 

She had me to place my hand on a piece of paper and drew a 
print [ an out line] of my hand . She wrote my name on one end and the man ' s  name , 
from which I was pursuing a j ob , at the other end . And she was supposed to dPess 
it in some way and put it  in this b ag with some other things . And my luck was 
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supposed t o  have changed. Howev er , I didn' t see any change because I didn ' t 
carry t hi s  as a guard. [ I  never f ound an example of what would have b een the 
most wonderful hand of all ;  an inkprint of a person's c omplet e hand. Per haps my 
imaginati on is t oo impractical ,  for such a hand would have b een too much lik e  
taking fingerprints. ] [Oc ean Ci ty, Md. , ( 20) , Ed.] 

19 89 . [The shape of a human hand has b een st amped from metal and us ed as a 
hand (FACI ,  2ed. , No.  1589 7 , p. 79 9) ; in the f ollowing we h ave t he shape of a hand 
cut from paper. ]  

I f  I need a j ob - if I want t o  come t o  you to get somet hing t o give me a j ob ,  
to get something , you go to  t he drug st or e  and you call f er dat e They don ' t sell 
des e oft en . We kin go dere and git it but c hew can ' t . You kin git it but i t  
ain't goin ' work yo' busi ness .  You call fer de  little hands - ten cent fer five.  
Wa1 ,  any f ir m  t hat need anyone - anyb o dy t hat you know of , you send t o  t he drug 
s t ore and git chew 50 ¢ - spend 50¢ and git you 50¢ wort h  of hands, little hands . 

(Wha t do t hey look like?) 
Jis' shape of a hand - are on paper - goin' t o  give you hands , s omepin like 

a - i t ' s  in t he s hape of a hand . And you give the fellah one of t hos e hands when 
you [ he] coming fer a j ob [ when he is coming to you for s omething t o  help him get 
a j ob .] 

[ I nf ormant c onsiders hi s handi ng the paper hand to t he client a suf ficient 
dPessing of t he hand , or he did not know how t he hand should be dPessed , or he 
was unwilling to d�ss the hand f or me. One of the most fr equent d�essings f or 
a job hand is names - see margin- title Name , 1ater . l [ Char lest on ,  S. C ar. ,  
(512) , 583 : 3.] 

1990. Tell yo'  whu t  a h  know dey say - whut dey done tuh me . Ah had charge of 
a grove . De man is in Glen Ridge, New Jer sey , an ' he was coming down to find out 
to put someb ody on de grove. Well , ah'd heard of a man in Louisville , Kentucky , 
an' ah sent t here an' he sent me a li t tle whi t e  t hing ab out like a - had all 
knob s  an' a thumb [ he demons trates] - j est as white as cotton. 

( Something like a glove with fingers cut off . )  [This is a hand hand. ] 
Yes. An '  he tole me tuh put that on there an ' wear it t ill it  died. When it 

died it was all b lack as yore hat. [See Author , b lack hat o f , in Index . ]  Say, 
"When it dies , yo' make yor e wish a n' go to the f ireplace" - an ' when yo'. j est 
make the last wish, says that ah ' d  b e  ab le tu h git this j ob - "den throw it in 
de fire . " An '  he says , "Yo ' won't rest that night while yo' got it  on yo' whi le 
yo '  burn it  up. " An ' ah had red flannen on it, and de flannen b lue smoked [ the 
smoke was b luel 7 an '  ah j est rolled an ' tumb led all ni ght long. In a few days or 
a few weeks ah got a letter f r om him. 

(Got a le tter from whom?) 
Got a letter from de man ah wanted tuh git de j ob from.  Y assuh , h e  was in 

Gl en Ridge , New J ersey. A .  S. R. [Man' s name. ] 
( The grove was down her e some place? ) 
The gr ove was at Sanf ord [ Florida] an he writ e de let ter , an '  ah never have 

seen ' im but once in lif e , and ah worked it  three times , an' de las t  time ah 
worked it , looked lak somepin sp oke to me , "Yo' gwine b e  here long as he own i t . "  
Well , lo ng as he owned de gr ove he kept me . 

(Well now, when t his thing came i t  looked like a white glove wi th the fingers 
cut off - j us t  s ort of like the knuckles . And the color of this piece was whi te 
wasn ' t  it?) 

J est as white as the . 
(Well now , you didn ' t  t hrow it into the fire unti l  it got dead ,  you say.  What 

did it look like when it got dead? ) 
L ooked like a b lack hand. 
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(This thing turned b lack , this cloth . Was it a clo th or ? )  
No suh . 
(What was it , paper ? ) 
Ah don ' t know whut i t  was . Ah wrahpped i t  in red !tannen , unders tand . 
(Oh , he told you to wrap it  up in red f lannel . )  
Wrahp it up in red fZannen an ' keep it ti ll it turn black , and then when it  

turn b lack , that was the time fo ' me to  us e it . An ' ah looked an ' seed that it  
was turned b lack , but  ah wasn ' t  satisfied - ah kept i t  a day longer , you know . 
Then ah unwropped it an ' turn mah back and made mah wishes , an ' bobbed [b alled 
up or bunched ] this thing and throw it in de fire an ' nevah looked back at it 
till ah got to de b ed ,  an ' ah looked back at it a b lue smoke . An ' if yo ' eve r 
s eed a man in t roub le ,  ah was in trouble all nigh t long . Ah couldn ' t  rest while 
that thing dere . [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1003 ) , 16 18 : 3 . ] 

1991 . Gambling? Well , the thing that I was told that I would b e  lucky in 
gambling with - the firs t  thing I eve r did in my life was to buy a luck hand. 

The hand was sold to me for five dollars cash . That hand 
HAND BOUGHT ON TRIAL was supposed to be treated wi th d if f e rent kinds of oil 

and linaments ,  and then when you go to a game , that you 
would be  lucky . The firs t hand that I bought , I went to a game and I got  b roke . 

I cut this luck piece open . And when I go t  broke I cut i t  open and I found 
one thin dime in it , and I ' d  taken the dime and spent i t  bought me some gin 
with i t . 

And so the next luck piece I bought from a fellow , he give it to me on a guar
antee o f  t rial - if I don ' t win , I didn ' t  have to pay for it . I had taken that 
luck piece and I won $3 5 with 256 . So that b egin to kind of make me believe that 
there was s omething to that . But af ter that $ 3 5  I wasn ' t  ab le to win no more . 
Right chere in this Vicksburg , I paid $ 1 2 . 50 for one of the same things . The 
fir s t  time I won was the $7 . Then next - I never has won . Then I realized that 
the conf idence that I had in mys elf - had I no t had that luck piece , I would have 
won j ust the same . But the imagination . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 58) , 1041 : 1 . ]  

HAND - SALESMANSHIP 

one f o ' five dollahs . 
23 11 : 6 . ] 

199 2 .  Well , in othah words ah had fo lks [woman and man ] 
tuh come to sell me a han ' ,  a gamb lin ' han ' ,  an ' ah axed de 
woman whut she take f o '  i t ?  He said , well , h e ' ll s ell me 

He sell me one fo ' fif t een . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1338) , 

1993 . Dey would go 
dis guy would tell ' em 

to a man fer to ge t good luck . So when d ey go t o  dis guy ,  
you know . I t  would b e  a litt le b lack b ag ,  have a whole 

lot of little things in i t . I t  would look s omepin like 
little pieces of stone , and a li ttle piece o f  dried leaf 
would be  all cut up , you know ,  in there . I s een ' em . I 

HAND RETURNS TO MAKER 

seen one of ' em  and I tor e de thing open , I d idn ' t  know what it was , f er to see 
what i t  was . I t  was a little fine pieces of s tone and i t  looked like s ome litt le 
leaves was into it and s ome little gravels looked like of fen de ground . So they 
said de f ellah says f er to hold it tight , keep i t  in your pocket all de time ; an ' 
if you leave it to git loos e ,  it would git away from you and go back to ' ,im and 
you wou l dn ' t  have no luck .  

(What do they call this b ag ? ) 
A good- luck bag . You kept it in your pocket where you keep de money . You 

know , it would b e  mos ' f er a man . Wel l ,  i f  a woman would carry one , th ey would 
have to keep it in de pocke tbook . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (9 7 ) ,  14 : 2 ;  hand maker in 
Philadelphia , Pa . ]  

19 9 4 . Whensomevah yo ' enemi es comin ' in orders to bother yo ' 'bout dis s tuff , 
yore heart ' ll j ump an ' notify yuh . See , yo ' l l be  notif ied b ecause it runnin ' in 
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yore mind - maybe , "Ab ' ll stow 'way dis heah stuff unt il  dis law pas s . "  Becaus e 
on certain days de f ed eral men b e ' s heah s ear chin ' an '  goin ' on , 

HEART 'LL JUMP an ' de poli ce is ridin ' yo ' .  But when yore heart j ump an ' [ then ] 
yo ' hide all d e  s tuff till every t hin , ca ' m  [ ca lm ]  down - prob ' b ly 

two or three days , a week . [ Your own heart b ecomes a living hand l ] [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 1 223) , 20 7 8 : 6 . ] 

199 5 . At Williamsburg , Virg inia , at the Colonial Hot el , the p lace I was work
ing at , I was working with a boy cal led Mas sey . He was about th e luckies t b oy 
around the j ob .  He would g o away from the j ob , s tay as long as he want , come 

back to the j ob and s t ill ho ld a good hand with the boss . 
HAND - HEART-SHAPED One evening on a dice game I was b ett ing in the game with 

Mas s ey .  Mas s ey and I were good friends . So after the game 
was over , I having lost all my money , Massey having won all the money in the 
game , he gave me my money b ack and warned me not to play in a game again if he 
was in the game . I want ed to know why .  He op ened his shirt at the co llar and 
showed me a little b ag , a litt le dirty b ag ,  of s ome contents I don ' t know what , 
pinned over his heart . I t was the shape of a heart . [ I  saw one hear t-shaped 
hand - see No . 1053 , p . 3 99 . ] He told me that this li ttle bag would always pr o
tect him in any game , for love or for money . He to ld me that he b ough t this 
lit tle  b ag from an old man that lived far back in the woods and the path that 
led to his home was well travelled becaus e there was always s een cars ab out his 
home . He told me that he paid this man fif ty dollars for th is li t tle bag , two 
dollars down on deposit , and i f  i t  worked he paid the other forty-eight do llars . 

One afternoon I told him that if his bag could work let me see him work it on 
a white man . He was working for Dr . B .  Dr . B .  was the owner of  the hot el . He 
had a nice automob ile , an automobile that he had j us t paid $ 3300 for ; and we had 
been accus tomed to renting a car at a garage ab out f our b locks up the s treet when 
we want ed to go to a ball game , dances and things of that kind . On th is partic
ular afternoon the car that we had rented , someb ody else  had rented it already . 
I said to Mas s ey , "Now , your bag , if i t  is working , let me s ee it  work now . " I 
told him I would g ive him five dollars if his bag worked on Dr . B ,  s o  far as us 
getting his car . He told me to come on and lay the bet and go with him , and I 
when I saw h im  rub his hand on th e b ag I would know that th e b ag was working . 

He went to the do ctor and asked him to let us us e his car . He was doing th e 
talking . I have know Dr . B ' s  daughter ask h im  to  let her us e  the car and he 
would turn her down . After Mass ey had spoken to the doctor , he suddenly rubbed 
his hand over his heart . The doctor to ld him he couldn ' t  let him take the car 
b ecause the tire had been condemned . In fact he had to return i t  to the peop le 
he had bough t  it from and get another f or i t . Mass ey ran his hand over that b ag 
again . Quickly the countenance on the doctor ' s f ace changed and he b egan to 
smile , and s aid to Mas sey , "Take that car , go  on to the ball game and b ring it 
back , take it to the garage and take the tire to those people and tell them that 
I want another one . "  I f  the bag worked I don ' t know . I only know that I los t  
five dollars . [Ocean City , Md . , ( 14) , Ed . ]  

199 6 .  It ' s  s omething mos tly in the shap e of a heart , but wha t ' s  in it I don ' t 
know . This is a hand for good luck . Most of thos e  I h av e s een are made out of 
red flanne l .  [Tyree Chur ch , near Berlin , Md . ,  ( 12) , Ed . ]  

1997 . Well d e  s imples t thing yo ' kin do if yo ' por e  an ' haven ' t  
HEARTS COLOGNE g ot any money lak me - de cheapes t an ' b es t  thing to do is tuh 

go to the drug store an ' gi t a ten-cent b ot t le of  Heapts CoZogne 
and take that co logne an'  put it  in a spray - j es t  like yo ' s pray fo '  ins ec ts -
j es t spray the room that chew s leep in an ' close it up . I f yo ' don ' t do  that , 
yo '  kin smoke a cigar . Yo ' kin put it  in yore eyelashes , in yore hair , anywhere 
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about chew , the Hearts Co Logne . An ' then yo ' kin take i t  an ' po ' i t on money , if 
yo ' have a dime - anything excep t a nickel or a penny . Yo ' kin put i t  on a dime 
or fifty cents or a quarter an ' rub it in de palm of yo ' hand . Each time that 
chew rub the money , make a wish f o ' de j ob dat ch ew want an ' yo ' ll git it . 

(And you us e i t  also in the room for a j ob . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1006 ) , 
1623 : 4 . ] 

199 8 . De thing tuh do when yo '  go b e fo ' de j udg e - yo ' don ' t  need nuthin but 
one thing - is yo ' gotta put a han ' chief upon yore haid . Yo ' don ' t  have nuthin 
tuh do but wipe yore face . I f  he wus angry wit chew , he have tuh calm down an ' 
b e  meekly wit chew . 

(You s aid this i s a plain handkerchief ? )  
A plain han ' chief wit Heart Perfume .  Bu t i t ' s  dressed b e fo ' yo ' got dere . 
(I t ' s  only dress ed wi th Hearts Perfume ? Th at ' s  all? ) 
Dat ' s  all . [ Brunswick , G a . , ( 12 37 ) , 2102 : 4 . ] 
1999 . Dis Hearts Co logne - ah seen a lady had some . She had it - she would 

not let anybody nus e [ us e ]  it but her , an '  see  she ' d  nuse it . But she had it 
settin ' where yo ' could see i t , but she wouldn ' t le t anybody nus e  it  but her .  
Wel l , s ee if anybody els e nuse it , i t  would give dem b ad luck . 

(What did she us e  that for? ) 
Good luck - to keep d e  policeman of f from yore house ,  o r  to draw cus tomers . 
(How d id she use that perfume? ) 
She puts it on her . 
(On herself ? )  
Yes s i r .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1063) , 17 22 : 8 . ] 
2000 . Dey s ay ,  tak e  Hearts Co logne an ' rub i t  in yore han ' an ' d rink it like 

da t ,  yo ' ll have good luck in gambling ; but ah nevah haven ' t  tried it , s ee . 
---(You mean you rub this Hearts Co Logne in your hand and then you drink s ome o f  
i t , after you ' ve rubbed your hands . That g ives you good luck in gambling . 

Ye ssuh . 
[On one of my vis its to S avannah , I interviewed a man with a s lightly b efud

dled mind . Afterwards I heard he was a perfume d rinker , having acquired the 
habit  during prohibition . ]  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( l059 ) , 1719 : 1 . ] 

2001 . It ' s  lucky about gamb lin ' and bus ines s an ' all . Yo ' j es '  git chew a 
b ottle of Hearts Perfume an ' a bott le of  cinnamon oil an ' mix dat together an ' 
rub dat ovah yor e han ' and f ace . Rub that ovah yore han ' s and face an ' undah 
both yore arms , an ' dat ' s  lucky f or spo ' tin ' wimmins an ' g amblin ' an ' all lak 
dat e Ah ' ve tried dat mahs elf an ' know it . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 259 ) , 2 13 7 : 13 . ]  

2002 . Yas suh . Now y o '  kin take a person ' s  tracks .  Dey take de lef t-foot 
track an ' p ick it up wit a shove l - git one cake of  it . 

(How do you pick it up ? )  
Well , j es t run it undah it , yo ' s ee .  J es ' lak yo ' b e  followin ' b ehin ' s ome

one an ' yo ' take an ' git  a bo ' d  an ' [ o r ]  shovel an ' p ick de whole foot-track up . 
Well now , yo ' kin take that and yo ' git chew ' b out 20 cents wuth of Hearts 

Co Logne - dat ole s tu ff yo ' know dat go t heartJ h-o-r , ah think yo ' spell it  on 
there . [Th e  label has one or more red hearts ; some times the bot t le is heart
shaped . ]  Yo ' take that an ' yo '  put it in de s and [of the foot-track ] . Then y o ' 
git ch ew 15 cent s wuth of love powders an '  put it  in dat s and . Den take dat sand 
an ' put it in a papah bag an ' carry it to s ome dif f ' r ent corner lak dat [ points 1 . 

(Corner of the room . ) 
De corner of de room behin ' where nobody won ' t inter fere wit it , an ' th e woman 

will be yore gurl . [This is a love hand. ]  [ New Or leans , La . , ( 1566) , 2867 : 3 . ]  
2003 . Now , heah a while ago a friend o f  mine wus ' res ted , he wus ' rested f o '  

whiskey selling . Dat ' s  whut h e  s aid  was charged agains t him , whiskey selling . 
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Well now , he wus in j ail , he c ouldn ' t evah do nuthin cause he wus in j ai l .  An ' 

HOLLY 
he had de same identical thing ah wus tellin ' wh ile ago ' b out dos e holly 
leaves . An '  hit wus nine holly leaves g iven tuh him ; three to go in dis 
shoe ,  three lays in dis shoe , [ an '  " three in yore left-hand pocket" - see 

lat er ] an ' a silver dime or - dat somepin dat chew kin hard ly find . Yo ' makin ' 
money but ah haven ' t s een none hardly in a long time now. [This was during the 
Great Depres sion . Now , 1968 , all silver dimes have disappeared l ]  But in dat -
putt in ' dose three leaves in each shoe an ' three in yore  lef t-hand pocket [ the 
nine leaves ]  - cross dat finger [demons trates ] . 

(On your left-hand cross the fore-finger and the little f inger . )  
[ How many p ersons can cross forefing er and little finger? Even make them 

touch? ] 
Yes sir , dat ' s  right . Dat finger righ t chere , cross dis one round dat , an ' 

put it [ the cros sed fingers ] in yore po cket . An ' dey tells me when yo ' walks up 
befo ' de j udg e - dat ' s  whut dis fellah tole me now - dat i t  git s de co ' t  tangled 
all up .  See , d e  j edge an ' de laws an '  things they can ' t git  de place toge ther -
say ,  dey ' ll throw it out . 

Now , when ah wus up der e ,  a fellah tried to g i t  me.  
"Now , li s t en ,  if  ah do  any kind of  misdemeanor , all de 
drinkin ' prob ' b ly ,  or if  ah ' m  in a fight wi t anyone . "  
1865 : 6 . ]  

Ah tole him no . Ah says , 
law will ketch me fo ' is 
[Waycros s ,  Ga . , (114 3) , 

2004 . I s een that done . They would go to the woods on the hilly s ide where 
the sun shines , on a hill like you know , and get some o f  this moss  - gr een mos s . 
And they wi ll get some of  this here ' oIly [ holly] with the r ed balls - li t t le red 
b erries . They ' ll put it in some vas eline and let i t  s et for three days . They ' ll 
take it  and ' noint the s t eps ,  the doorway - the s teps all over , all up and down . 
They can ' t come in there . 

(They can ' t come in . That keeps the law away . )  [Holly is  the devil ' s bush . ] 
[Norfolk,  Va . , (474) , 490 : 10 . ]  

HOLY OIL 
2005 . (I f you are on the j ob now and you think someone is trying to 
take it from you . ) 
Well , yo ' git chew some ho ly oi l from some agent dat carri es it - ah 

don ' t  know whether they does at de drug s tore or not - an ' put dat ho Zy oi l in 
de palm of yore hands an ' wish tuh keep it [ j ob ]  an ' wish de fellow dat is goin ' 
tuh take yo ' [ j ob ]  will keep [away ] . 

(How do you put  that oil in your hand? ) 
Put i t  in yor e hand wi th your finger an ' cross it . 
(Do you cross i t  in one hand or  both ? )  
In both , an ' i f  you don ' t make i t  i n  both , make i t  i n  the right hand . [ S t .  

Petersburg , Fla . , (100 6) , 1623 : 5 . ] 
200 6 .  Yo ' take de same - de High John de Conker root an ' d e  f ive- finger gras s 

an ' den it ' s  whut chew call a ho ly oi l .  Den yo ' use dat ho ly oi l ,  as yo ' walkin ' 
an ' git  up to de do ' ,  why yo ' rubs a lit tle dat oil on yore hands an ' back of 
yore ears an ' all like dat e An ' ask de  employer or somepin about g i t tin '  a j ob . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1168) , 17 75 : 3 . ] 

200 7 . De Southern John de Conker - yo ' gi t dat . Git ch ew some Heart Co logne 
an ' yo ' git  chew some five- fing er gras s - yo ' know dat , five-f inger grass .  Yo ' 
kin git favors from anybody wit five- finger grass , yo ' know . Five-finger grass , 
Heart 's Co logne sn ' Southern John de Conker . Put de cologne wi t dat an ' j es '  put 
it  on yo ' s elf an ' when yo ' g i t  ready tuh go - j es '  bathe yore face lak dat e Yo ' 
j es '  take dat yo ' know an '  rub it ovah yore han ' an ' face j es ' lak yo ' goin ' tuh 
ask fo ' a favor . 

(This ho ly oi l - do you us e i t  in addition to the o ther s tuff you are us ing ? )  
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[ Informant had p revious ly mentioned ho ly oi l . ] 
Right on ' long wi th it . Yo ' j es '  do dat in de mawnin ' j es '  lak yo ' goin ' out 

tuh look fo ' a j ob - yo ' j es '  take s ome of dat , yo ' know , j es '  lak anybody goin ' 
grease dere face . We call it down heah - we call it - ah ' m  tryin ' tuh rememb ah 
now whut chew cal l i t . But de proper name is  ho ly oi l .  Well , de Ho liness Peop le 
us e  it - olive oil . 

But de proper name - we call it  ho ly oi l, but it ' s  olive oil . [ Sumt er , S .  
Car . , ( 1351) , 2344 : 4 . ) 

HOODOO BAG 
2008 . That is a hoodoo bag . People have thos e thing s t o sell . 
(What are they suppos ed to do wi th that hoodoo bag ? ) 
Well , they wi ll either give it  to you to carry in yore purs e  - most 

times they give i t  to yo ' to  wear around yore neck , swing it  down an ' hang it in 
front of your ches t . 

(What is that supposed to do for me? I mean that bag ? ) 
Well , that suppos ed - j es '  lak if dey wishin ' fo e yo ' to leav e  town , why then 

yo ' supposed to wear that bag an ' s tay in town . 
(Oh , that is s upposed to protect you against this kind of work . ) 
Yes sir . 
(Well , what do they usually put in that hoodoo bag ? )  
Well , they put in there di ff ' rent kinds o f  roots - they put in there what they 

call John de Conker , lodestone and i t ' s  another kind of a root but ah can ' t think 
o f  i t .  [ Lodes tone is not a root , but some pers ons called any hoodoo or witch
craf t obj ect buried or carri ed - roots . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (9 88 ) , 1594 : 4 . ) 

2009 . Take dat I nure [manure ) an ' put lodes tone with it an ' people s ell dat 
fo ' lucky han ' s . Dey g i ts hoss manure an ' cow manure an ' mix all dat together 

HORSE 
an ' lodestone an ' salt an ' that makes him b e  lucky . An ' ' noint it down 
wi t whiskey . See , dat ' ll make yo ' have a lucky han ' .  An ' yo ' kin carry 
dat an '  rub i t  - j is t  lak yo ' want a j ob or somepin , yo ' carry i t  an' 

rub dat an ' yo ' mo '  den ap t to git chew a j ob .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (949) , 1531 : 12 . ) 
2010 . You kin take a hors eshoe nai l an ' you take i t  an ' make you a ring for 

your finger an ' you kin wear that .  An '  then [ a  second me thod ] you kin git  choo 

HORS ESHOE NAIL 
thr ee hors eshoe nails . An ' you know this  hoo f  where they cut 
o f f  the horse ' s  feet ; an '  you kin g i t that lit tle dus t . An '  
you take an ' put that in your pocket ,  an '  put them th ree horse

shoe nai ls in the re , an ' put that li t t le dus t in , an ' you ' ll have real good luck . 
Ev ' ry time you g i t  ready to shoot d ice or play card s , you t ake an ' rub that s tuff  
on your hand . [Richmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 7 : 3 . ] 

2011 . When yo ' do lak dat , yo ' goes wher e peoples take - to a hors eshoe shop 
where dey shoes hors es an ' mules . Yo ' unders tand dat e Yo ' git chew ,  understan ' ,  
nine p ' int s [ point s ] of  de hors eshoe nai ls - nine p ' ints .  Whut ah mean by nine 
p ' ints now - de whole horseshoe nail when yo ' shoein ' de hors e ,  dey drive it in 
de hoo f , an '  yo ' takes yore pliers , yo ' drive it [nai l]  through de shoe into  de 
hoo f , through de hoof an ' i t  come out ovah heah an ' dat leaves de p ' int s t i ckin ' 
up lak dat , a good little piece . Well , dey rings dat of f on dat s ide an ' files 
it  off wit a file .  

(They clip those li ttle points o f f ? ) • 
Yeah , clip dem o f f . Yo ' pick ' em up down der e  on de ground . Yo ' tells de 

man , say , "Ab wanta , Bos s ,  a han ' ful or so of dese lit t le p ' ints of dese little 
hors eshoe nails . "  

Says , "Go ahead , "  s ays , "ah don ' t  care nuthin ' b out 
P ick yo ' up nine p ' int s an ' put ' em  in yore po cket . 

yo ' ll go back an ' go wher e yore cow is , or mah cow , or 
in a cow pasture , an ' git chew , und er s tan ' , a han ' ful , 

dem - ah ' m  done with ' em . "  
Den when yo ' git  dat , 

lak dat , a cow s tall or 
j es t  about dat much , of 
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dry cow dung . Be sur e da t hit dry an ' hard - not green , no t half-gr een . G i t s  de 
ole d ry cow dung d at ' s hard an ' d ry ,  an ' come back an ' crumb le that thing up , yo ' 
unders tand , an ' take dem nine p ' ints of d em  hor s eshoe nails an ' pu t i t  in dere 
wi t it . S ew i t  up in a IiI piece of fZannen , if yo ' want a ,  an ' put it in yor e 
po cket an ' t ake den an ' git yo ' dis - g i t  chew s ome dis heah whut dey call Hearts 
Co Zogne . Yo ' kin git da t an ' dat smells so high , so high in a crowd l ak  dat , yo ' 
kin leave hit off [ and us e a linament ] .  

( I f  you don ' t use the Hearts Co Zogne , you us e this linament . Now wh at is i t  
called ? ) 

Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now - whu t dey call Nerve and Bone Linament , an ' po ' i t  on 
dere . We t it good wit dat e Dat Nerve an '  Bone Linament , dat t akes all de man ' s  
nerves dat he git . I f  yo ' g i t  a man nerve , den yo ' got him up any time wher e yo ' 
want him . He ain ' t no damn good . Yo ' kin work h im any kinda way yo ' wanta . Dat 
takes de nerve ' way from all de res t of ' em .  Yo ' s ee , yo ' got de nerve down . 
When a man ' s nerve gone , he ' s  no good . 

(That ' s  for luck in gamb ling . )  [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1433) , 2 59 7 : 2 . ] 
2012 . (What is the name o f  that powder? )  
Hotfoot. 
(Hotfoot . What do they do with that ? )  
Yo ' sprinkle i t  around on dere door , cashly [ casually ] . Well , den d ey walk 

over dat e Well , you see , natch ' ly you put it on dere doors tep . Well , dey ' ll 
ei ther walk over i t  goin ' in o r  going out , but they wil l  b e  

HOT-FOOT POWDER movin ' when dey do ; and whatever happens , why dat causes dem 
to move . 

(That makes them move out o f  the hous e .  What is hotfoot powder? How do they 
make that ? )  

Wel l , ah don ' t  know j es t  exac t ly how i t ' s  made . Yo '  more o r  less buy i t  from 
de p lace that they s ells i t  - thi s  trick s tuff , j es '  like John de Conker. 
[ J acksonville , Fla . , ( 556) , 69 2 : 3 . ] 

2013 . Then dey go to di f f ' rent p laces and ah ' ve seen ' em  us e powder - s ome 
kin ' o f  powder dey calls hotfoot powder. Ah have never used it but ah have s een 
' em  use i t . Some o f  ' em  if dey would g i t  a chance , dey would s prinkle i t  ar ound 
yore door an ' ins ide yore door - anything like dat e 

(What would that do? ) 
Dat was fo ' tuh run 'em - run ' em ' way from dere . [Mobile , Ala . , (698) , 

947 : 9 . ] 
2014 . Ah s ee dat done , too - easy . Yo ' has enemies an ' d ey want chew tuh 

move outa yore house , leave . Goes tuh work an ' git yo ' s  a p owder dey calls de 
hotfoot powder8 - yeah , hotfoot powders . Hit ' s  in de wor l ' ,  anybody sell it to 
yo ' dat kin si t i t  - hotfoot powder8 . An '  when yo ' git dat hotfoot powder8 i t  
looks whi t e  like sugah . Yo ' take dat s tu f f  an ' go tuh his hous e by nigh t - like 
dat ' s  de hous e dere an ' he s tayin ' in de hous e ,  he hard as leep j es '  twelve o r  one 
' clo ck in de night . J es ' go along an ' pu t  it down dere wher e he comin ' out ; i f  
h e  comin ' d e  fus t thing i n  de mawnin ' he done s teps ovah it . You j es '  sprinkle 
i t  r ight ' cross de do '  lak dat e See . An '  tell it , "Ab lay yo ' heah tuh work , do 
whut ah tell yo ' tuh do . "  An '  yo ' walk right on - turn right aroun ' an ' walk on 
an ' don ' t  say anothah wor d .  Walk righ t o f f  an ' leave dere an ' don ' t  s ay anothah 
word . An '  ah heah , den yo ' s  enemies go in ' leave de hous e in nine day ' s  t ime -
he ' ll move , g i t  off . [ For nine day ' s  time� 8ee No . 19 55 , p . 5 7 3 . ] [ Fayet tevi lle , 
N .  Car . , ( 1433 ) , 2594 : 1 . ] 

2015 . Yo ' kin g i t  graveyard dus t an ' mix i t  wi th some o f  th is heah hotfoot 
powder an ' i t  will give yo ' ill luck . 

(How would they handle tha t ?  What would they do wi th that a fter they mix i t ? ) 
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Dey tell me now that they j is '  sprinkle i t  aroun ' .  
(What would happ en then? ) 

591 

Well , de individual dat livin ' in dere ,  dey tell me , would move or s ome ill 
luck would happen to ' em .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 18) , 1486 : 7 . ] 

2016 . Well , dey tell me yo ' take some red peppah , sulphur an '  s alt an ' mix it 
tog ether an ' put it in yore pocket . An' af ter yo ' git i t  in yore pocket , well , 

yo ' git  dis lucky incense . Ah ' ve got s ome up to de house now -
INCENSE HAND i t ' s  really good . Ah wish ah could git  a chance tuh give yo ' de 

numb er of dis company . Well , ah ' ll maybe git a chance tuh give i t  
to yo '  befo ' yo ' leave . Well , all right ,  yo ' g ive i t  to ' em  i n  a litt le bag an ' 
let ' em put it in dere pocket , s ee .  

(You put all that stuf f in a li tt le b ag? ) 
Yeah , a little bag , j es '  lak yo ' take a little piece o f  homespun an ' have des e  

i n  a li t t le b ag , but put it i n  yore pocke t . Den when dey put it in dere pocket , 
j es '  lak dey g oin ' tuh gamb l e , run yo re hand down in dere  an ' gi t dis bag an ' rub 
i t  all ovah yore han ' s  - see , rub i t  a ll ovah yo re hands an ' put it back in yor e 
pocke t .  Den yo ' kin s tart tuh dealin ' yore cards - say ,  b rothah , yo ' got ' em . 

(What do you put in th at bag now? ) 
Red peppah , b lack peppah , a litt le bit  of sa lt , an ' incense - in yore pocket . 
[ Incense in a bag hand is unusual ; usually incense is burned for busines s -

see margin-ti tle Incense in sub s ect ion Bus ines s and Cus tomers . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , 
( 1261) , 2141 : 9 . ] 

2017 . See , ah burn insane [ incens e]  fer three mornin ' s  an'  us e d at . See . 
Insane ah do . Then ah burn mah candles tick . Dat ' s  i f  ah want de j ob .  

[ Candles tick here is  probab ly s tick incense or j oss s t ick rather than candle 
in candlestick , though perfumed candles are burned . ]  

(Do you do tha t for yourself o r  the ·person that comes to you? ) 
De per son dat comes tuh me . 
(What kind o f  incens e do you burn? ) 
Ah uses mis t leto e .  
(Do you buy that some place? ) 
Yeah , ah o rders it . 
(What firm do you order that f rom ? )  
Ah - ever ' once in a while ah forgit  about i t  - ah left  mah little book 

[ catalogue ] home . [Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , ( 5 8 7 ) , 753 : 1 . ] 
2018 . Git dat graveyard dirt - carry thos e three p ennies down wi t i t  an ' go 

j es '  as fur as yo ' kin reach down an ' b ring up some of  d at graveyard dir t .  Git 
dat wi t some brims tone an ' sulphur an ' put it together . Den if 

INDIAN TURNIP yo ' kin git  hold of dat Indian turnip [see later] , j es '  have some 
of i t  pound up an ' [you ] kin gi t inside de co ' thous e - gi t  in wit 

de man dat cleans up in dere befo '  co ' t  commence or dey ' s  dere tuh take up co ' t .  
Go in an ' sprinkle dat all around where all de of ficers s tan ' roun ' in dere . Dey 
has b enches up dere where d e  j udge s i t  - have tuh sprinkle i t  a ll aroun ' dere 
where de res t of de o ffi cers - go all roun ' in dere . Dey throw i t out . 

(They throw the case ou t? ) 
Yeah . 
[ Indian turnip , called Indian potato by an informant , is the root of j ack-in

the-pulpit . I found the root rarely us ed . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2400 : 5 . ] 
20 19 . Influence Powder . An ' yo ' kin g i t  d at bark called John 

INFLUENCE POWDER de Conker root . Yo ' kin go dere an ' j es '  as yo '  go in yo ' 
sprinkle dat powder at chure do ' - Influence . An ' yo ' kin 

have dat [ roo t]  in yore mouth chewin ' like tobacco and spit i t  aroun ' an ' all 1ak 
dat ; and j e s '  s pit it  like no one noticing it  an ' everything , an ' dat Influence 
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Powder you sprinkle - it smell sweet .  
(Where do you spr inkle that ? Wher e the bos s is ? )  
Yes , wherever yo � goin ' tuh git  de j ob at . An '  yo ' sprinkle it as yo ' go in 

an ' yo ' ll g i t  it . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 688) , 9 56 : 7 . ]  
2020 . [ I  have already given some handS called Jack , d ivining handS (pp . 190-

19 3 and Index) , but in the following examp le Jack does not divine , he does some
thing els e : ] 

THE HAND CALLED JACK Ah have heard in times pas t dat a fellah gamb lin ' - co ' se 
he would take his money an ' he would take it  an ' put it  

wit sulphur an ' red peppah an ' alum , tab le salt an ' wear it next to him , see , fo ' 
so many days ' fore he start tuh gamblin ' , nine days . An ' den when he goes in an ' 
gambles , why he would be lucky . An ' den ,  i f  he would happen tuh have a litt le 
bad luck, he would take an ' put a little Heart 's  OWn Co logne on i t . An ' co ' se 
he would name it Jack. He would name that handJ Jack - that would be a hand. He 
would name it Jack . An ' if he would b egin to fal l  [ to lose ] h e  would take it o ff 
an ' say ,  "Jack , Jack , "  three times , an '  he would go back agin an ' he s tart agin . 
But he suppos ed to keep it loaded wit dis heah cologne . [ Calling Jack three 
times is a part of recharg ing the hand. ] 

(He would put thi s  money in a litt le piece of cloth or something o f  that sort . 
He doesn ' t gamble with that ? He would just  keep it all the t ime on h is person? 
On his body? ) 

On his body .  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 150 7 ) , 2673 : 2 2 . ] 
20 21 . Heard tell of ' em  goin ' tuh - well , dey don ' t be roun ' heah , but dey 

takes de rock out o f  a jay bird 's nes t . Ah ' ve heard tell o f  p eople takin ' an ' 
goin ' tuh de mountains an '  git t in '  a rock out a jay bird 's nes t 

JAY BIRD ROCK an ' bringin ' it back heah , an ' if  dey want a j ob or wanta work 
any way , or don ' wanta do nuthin , dey kin take dat rock an ' keep 

i t .  I t ' s  a IiI white rock look j es '  lak a aig . 
(Well , how d o  they get that rock? ) 
Dey go tuh dis bird ' s  nes t an ' git it . De bird nes t  b e ' s  on de ground , see , 

in de rocks , kinda in a rock- lak . Well , de nest , i t  b e ' s  covered up an ' dey take 
an ' uncover dis nest an ' git dis rock out of it an ' put i t  in d ere pocke t an ' 
bring it on back .  [Cf. No . 1155 , p . 423 . ]  [ Fayett eville , N .  C . , ( 1428) , 2 5 7 8 : 6 . 1 

2022 . Get some Jockey Club per fume , the b es t ,  rub i t  on your hand 
JOCKEY CLUB and face and walk in , take your hat o f f  [ and say ] , "Good morning" 

to the c lerk and t ell him you is ou t looking for a j ob .  He won ' t  
turn you down .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 98) , 1114 : 4 . 1 

2023 . They got - you kin go to the Crackerj ack [ drug stor e ]  and you kin buy 
ten cents of stee l dust ,  twenty-five cents of Jockey Club , and you kin get a 
piece of red f lannel . You take this s teel dust and you s ew  i t  in�o this red 
flannel , and you take the Jockey Club and sprinkl e i t  over this red flannel . 
Ever ' time you - you know , if you figure i t  done go t dry on you , you j es t  get up 
and go like you g oin ' in to urine and j us t  wet i t  with this Jockey Club and j us t  
come back , and the money ' s  gotta draw t o  you - you gotta win i t  i n  any game . 
[New Or leans , La . , ( 860) , 137 0 : 2 . ] 

2024 . Ah uses Jockey Club perfume an ' Oi l of bergamine [bergamo t 1  an ' den ah 
burns incens e and make a wish , whenevah ah ' m  goin ' out , yo ' know , tuh gamb le .  

(What do you do with the Jockey C lub perfume and bergamine - mix i t  together ? )  
Ah mix i t  together an ' ah ' noints i t  roun ' mah ears see , an ' up undah mah arm 

in de palm of mah hand an ' rubs an ' ah makes a wish . [Memphis , T enn . , (9 27 ) , 
1510 : 3 . 1 

2025 . [ The last name , John the Conqueror Root , is never us ed - i t  is g iven 
here to explain the preceding three . John de Conker is the usual name . King of 
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the WorZd (No . 1352 , p . 455) and o ther names are sometimes us ed . �t is John de 
Conker root?  Like goofer dus t (p . 22 2 ) , John de Conker can b e  many thing s . Act

JOHN DE CONKER 
LOW JOHN DE CONKER 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKER 
JOHN THE CONQUEROR ROOT 

ually , it is a mythical , at leas t a very uncertain , 
root , identif ied d if fer ently according to various per
sons in the roo t-selling bus iness or according to the 
par ticular root �orker who digs his own . Few root men 
during my co llecting days dug their own . ] 
An ' den when yo ' wanta gi t  money , she tole me a way , 

too , tuh gi t  money - dat yo ' go to work an ' go in d e  swamp and git what chew call 
a man ru Zer root . Take dat root an ' it  got j oints in it  lak yo ' finger . [ Some
one somewher e else speaks about these j oints . ]  Yo '  take dat when yo ' go to a 
fellah tuh make a trade wid him or either buy anything , yo ' bit  o f f  a piece ' f ore 
yo '  git der e ,  one j oint , measure it wi t chure finger , de j oint of yore finger ,  
an ' b ite it off  righ t  dere at dat j oint , and yo ' chew it up an ' be sp it tin ' as 
yo ' talk to ' em , right down on de ground where yo ' kin spit . See . An ' he com in , 
yo ' way . 

Now why ah believe dat - hit works in love too , cause one time a man ' s  wife 
quit him and he got  a pice of dis John Ru Zer Root - no , i t ' s  Conker - Man de 
Conker - see , John de Conker - but dat ' s  d e  same thing , John de Conker Root . 
Well he goes tuh work then an ' bit dat o ff and was s tanding up talking to his 
wife an ' as t her did she wanta come back to him .  Well he had never , yo ' know , 
went to chewing it . She say , "No . "  And dat time he went to chewin ' an ' sp ittin ' 
and said , "What obj ection yo ' have to not comin ' back tuh me? " 

An ' she say ,  "Well , yo '  won ' t trea t  me right . "  An '  he spitted 'bout two or 
thr ee times , see , an ' say , "Well , kis s me . "  

An ' she say ,  "Well , ah kin kiss yo ' but ah ain ' t goin ' back to yo ' . " An ' she 
kis s ed him .  An '  ' f ore dat man left dere she went back home wit him . An '  dat ' s 
r ight - wit dat High John de Conker root . [ St .  Petersburg ,  Fla . , (9 9 5 ) , 1607 : 2 . ] 

2026 . Well ,  yo ' git dis John de Conker an ' put it  in yore pocket an ' while 
yo ' s  - y o '  go  to yore bossman an ' yo ' s tand an ' talk with yore bossman , an ' have 
dat John de Conker in yore pocket an ' keep yore han ' s on i t . While yo ' talkin ' 
to him , yo ' know he wouldn ' t  pay yo ' no min ' anyhow , yo ' j is '  patt in ' lak dat e 
An ' yo ' ll git  de j ob .  Mah husban ' did dat e  

(You take your hands out of your pocket while you are pat ting it , don ' t  you? ) 
Yeah , keep yor e han ' out chure pocke t .  
Mah husban ' h e  did that an ' h e  wu s  out o f  

man sold us  a quarter ' s  wor th of  d i s  John de 
an ' wus talkin ' wit him an ' de bossman turnt 
[Little Rock , Ark . , (?) , 1460 : 1 . ] 

a j ob an ' couldn ' t  git nuthin an ' a 
Conker , an ' he went tuh de bossman 
of f a boy an ' gave him a j ob .  

2027 . Yes , I ' ve heard that , too . I ' ve heard ' em  say if they get John de 
Conquer - some High John de Conker and there ' s  L� John de Conker - and they say 
if you kin get High John de Conker and go anywhere to the b oss to g et a j ob ,  they 
put it in their mouth and chew it  and spit , and walk up and talk to this boss and 
spit around , say if there airy j ob anywhere ther e the boss is goin ' to hire you .  
[Newport News ,  Va . , (482) , 506 : 5 . ] 

2028 . Ca lled John de Conker. Now yo ' kin take that root an ' put i t  in yore 
mouth an ' when yo ' walk in de  room , when yo ' come in de co ' thouse an ' yo ' firs t 
cross de do ' , yo ' j es '  spit in dere . Ev ' ry do '  yo ' pass by yo '  j es '  spit dere , 
spit dat John de Conker root , spit it . An '  when they call yo ' up there to the 
j udge , an ' tell yo ' tuh take the witness chair , well , when yo ' spit out , yo ' spit 
ovah there in that cuspidor mos t .  An ' they " b e done turn yo ' loose . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1544 ) , 2 7 9 5 : 10 . ] 

2029 . I f  you wanta conker a white man , or you know , like any business , want 
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him to do a favor for you o r  borrow money from you [him ] , say you j us t  get some 
of that John de Conker root , they say , and chew i t  and spit - spit all around 
him .  Now , here , j ust like if you spittin ' - and say you spit tin ' nine times . 
They say you ' ll get  any amount of  money from him that you want to . [Vicksburg , 
Miss . ,  ( 6 7 4a) , 1044 : 3 . ] 

2030 . You kin get s ome John de Conker and chew dat John de Conker when you 
go to de man , j es '  like you wanta go to look for a j ob ,  you kin get dat John de 
Conker - well , you know what John de Conker is , don ' t you ? You take dat John de 
Conker and you chew it  and when you go to d e  man talking to him , you chew dat 
John de Conker and look him righ t  in d e  eyes like th is . And have some Heart 's 
Co Zogne on a pocket han ' chief and when you talking , spread dat out and he ' ll give 
you a j ob .  [Norfolk , Va . , ( 490) , 528 : 8 . ] 

2031 . Tuh git de bossman tuh f ive yo ' a j ob - lak if yo ' should go to de man 
lak heah tonight . Yo '  git some Heart Perfume an ' have it fixed wi th High John de 
Conker roo t , yo ' s ee . Git chew some High John de Conker an ' chip it  up - beat it  
up f ine an ' Heart Powders , see , an ' some o f  yore pee in dat e See . Beat it  up 
an ' j es ' have it  beat  up re ' l  good an ' f ine . Den take it an '  have it in yore 
han ' cheff  when yo ' walk in an ' yo ' shake de han ' chef f lak dat , an ' yo ' walk up 
there to him an ' yo ' shake it  thr ee times , an ' yo ' ask him fo ' a j ob an ' he ' ll 
t ell yo ' ,  "Wait a minute , ah ' ll start yo ' directly , son . " [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , ( 1415) , 2549 : 2 . ] 

203 2 . John de Conker - yo ' put that in with Hearts Co logne . Hit ' ll git soft  
an ' when hit git soft hit ready fo ' de  work . 

(Well , if  i t  doesn ' t  get soft ? )  
Long as hi t  won ' t  git sof t it ' s  no way fo ' yo ' tub turn dat to yo ' .  Well , if 

dat git sof t an ' yo ' take it , an ' it won ' t gi t hard any mo t fo ' de month . Long 
as dat case is dangerous it stay r ight  dere . But when yo ' see de hollow of it 
git  hollow , it ' s  a doubt ful case fo ' yo ' - no hopes fo ' yo ' .  

(When that is soft - what do you do with that r oot now? ) 
When it  git soft j es '  put it in yore pocket , in yore pant s pocket , an ' whi le 

yo ' be talkin ' to de j udge , be rubb in ' it , mashin ' on it . John de Conker i t  
conquers  anything yo ' go up to . [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  ( 11 7 1) , 19 7 7 : 5 . ]  

20 33 . Now , I know a man and he got out o f  a j ob .  He was out of a j ob f or 
over a year and he got some High John de Conker and put it in some Hearts PerfUme 
and heli ' trope per fume and s aturated hiss elf right good and went ' fore dis man . 
Well , when he usu ' lly used to go dere the man wouldn ' t  talk to him . So he made 
his wishes as he came out de door what he wants to happen . "In the Name of the 
Father and o f  the S on and of the Holy Ghos t ,  I ' m going before my boss f or a j ob ,  
hoping that I be  succes sful . " Well , when he got there the boss walked up and 
shook his hand and said , "Walter , you hunt in ' f er a j ob ? "  He said , "Yeah . " He 
said , "You ought been b ack long t ime ago . "  And give him his same j ob b ack , which 
he had knocked him of f .  [Norfolk , Va . , (486) , 5 15 : 7 . ]  

2034 . High John de Conker root is fo ' gamb lin ' . Yo ' kin take it i f  yo ' want 
tuh be lucky an ' suc cess ful in gamb lin ' an ' yo ' could put it in a small glas s  an ' 
po ' some whiskey on it  fo ' about fo ' or five days . An ' if yo ' let it stay dere 
de f o ' th day an ' de sixth day , yo ' take de High John de Conker root out an '  yo ' 
bite o ff de tip end o f  it an ' turn to de sunrise an ' make yore wishes .  An ' yo ' 
go tuh de game an ' yo '  begin tuh g amble an ' yo ' begin tuh win . 

An ' if yo ' want ' em  tuh los e - i f  a person want a man tuh lose all o f his 
money , he wanta be  lucky in gittin '  all o f  his money , he git him a box of salt 
any time de day o f  de cards an ' he take s ome of dat s alt an ' sprinkle it on his 
back .  He ' ll los e  his money . 

(And that other thing about bi ting o ff that end o f  John the Conquer . What do 
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you do when you b i t e that off? ) 
You chew that up . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1447) , 2624 : 7 . ]  
20 35 . Well , yo ' go  - dere ' s  a High John de Conker , yo ' kin dig it  out de 

woods ,  High John de Conker root . Yo ' dig dat out de woods . An ' if yo ' can ' t  dig 
it , yo ' kin order it - High John de Conker . Yo ' take that an ' yo ' s leep with dat 
undah yore haid nine night s an ' yo ' put dat in yore pocket , an '  when yo ' go to  
skin game , yo ' j es ' rub yor e  han ' lak dat onto it , onto de flesh an ' make yo ' 
wishes , an ' dey tell me yo ' ll win lak anything . 

(You j us t  rub your hands over that root ? )  
Yeah , j es '  rub yore han ' s ovah thi s  root an ' yo ' ll win lak anything . 

[ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1396) , 25 12 : 7 . ] 
2036 . Fo ' gamb lin ' yo ' kin git chew John de Conker - dat ' s  a root . Git de 

he one an '  git de she one . Yo ' git  chew s ome oil of verbena , yo ' git chew some 
van- van - de per fume kind , not de oil kind . Yo ' git chew some 

JOHN DE CONKER Jockey Club an ' yo '  gi t chew some lodes tone , any si lver dime , 
HE AND SHE an ' yo ' take those thing s an ' yo ' make yo ' a li ttle bag an ' sew 

it up in dere , an ' wear it  aroun ' yo '  fo ' yore luck in gamblin ' . 
[Algiers , La . ,  ( 159 7 ) , 3003 : 14 . ]  

203 7 . Some woman s aid she - i t ' s  some kinda oi l ,  but dey said dey takes i t  
an '  greas e i t  round de ear an ' under d e  paLn of d ere foo t . John de Conker 's oi l, 

dat ' s  whut it is . Behin ' de ear an ' undah de bottom of  
JOHN DE CONKER 'S OIL dey f oot an ' d ey say regardles s to whu t chew gon ' a  do , dey 

won ' t turn yo ' down . 
( I f  you are hunting a j ob . )  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 10 7 3 ) , 1734 : 11 . ] 

2038 . (What could I do to keep the law away ? )  
Go an ' git yo ' some John de Conker. Yo ' could git it in liquid or yo ' kin git 

it in pieces . Yo ' kin take John de Conker , i f  yo ' wants to keep him away . Pull 
of f yor e own shoe every mornin ' , dip yo ' own finger in it three times and place 
it under yore f eet , an ' rub it  back of yore own ear three times , an ' yo ' won ' t 
have no trouble with the law . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1159 ) , 193 3 : 4 . ] 

2039 . Dey goes out dere long ab out twelve . 
JOMO (Where do they go? ) 

To de f o ' ks of  de road ' bout twelve or one a ' clock in de nigh t an ' gi t 
some sand righ t out de fo ' ks  of de road an ' car ry it  an ' put it in a bag an ' wrop 
it up an '  put it ovah yore mantlepiece . Go tub de graveyard an ' run yore arm in 
de cemetery to yo ' elbows an ' git  some dirt an ' sew it up wit dat e An ' dat ' ud 
[ that would ] make yo ' lucky - good a jomo as yo ' wan t .  

(That ' s  luck for anything - luck in the home . )  
Yes , sir  - yes sir . [Waycross , Ga. , ( 1095 ) , 1764 : 6 . ] 
2040 . [Here is a hand which bear s a price and also a mor al - perhaps I should 

say magic - ob ligation . ] 
Yo ' kin take graveyard dirt for gamblin ' . Yo ' go to a grave at twelve a ' clock 

at night - when de clock s trikin ' twelve yo ' go an '  git s ome dir t at de front , 
right ' long about de br east .  Yo ' bring it back home an ' drop nine drops of vine
gar on dat graveyard dirt , but let it b e  a fresh [ new] grave - us e apple vinegar . 
J es ' drop nine drops on der e when yo ' bring i t  back home . Den yo ' take a Ii I b it 
of  sulphur , j es '  pinch of sulphur an ' put it in der e . Take i t den an ' put it in 
a papah an ' tie - yo ' can ' t work wit dat d irt right away , yo ' ties it t ight an ' 
lays it up somewhere an ' let it stay t ill da t dirt dry out real good . Well , when 
i t  dry out good , den yo ' kin rub dat to a powd er . Den take i t  an ' j es '  keep it 
an ' ever ' time yo ' go tub fix up anything , or tuh give a person a joamoo , j es t  
take some of dat an ' put in i t . But let it be not as a person da t chew know as 
a christian - let it be a real gambler or some wicked man ,  where yo ' gittin ' dis 
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dirt off de person . An ' ever ' time yo ' f ix up a joomoo for a p er son , put s ome of 
dat in i t  - dat ' s  whut chew call d e  Conker, High John de Conker . 

( I n  fixing this joomoo f o r  gamb 1ing • • • wh at else wo uld you put in thi s thing ? )  
Well , yo ' goes in d e  woods an ' yo ' g i t s  some s tuff cal led Eve an ' Adam , an ' 

der e  ' no thah roo t  d ey  call High John de Conker , and lodes tone . 
(Lodes tone? ) 

Yeah . YP ' t ake j es '  a p inch o f  dat an ' put in i t , dat ' s  good fo ' he ' p  [ help ] . 
Dat ' s  j es '  nuthin b ut lodes tone ,  no joomoo atall - j es '  a pi ece of lodestone . 
Yo ' take a piec e  o f  dat an ' put in i t , an ' dis s tu f f  dey call Eve an '  Adam , j es ' 
a pi ece of hi t ,  an ' a p iece of High John de Conker an ' d i s graveyard dirt . 

(You take tho s e  thing s a l l  mixed up ? ) 
Dat ' s  right , an ' yo ' s ew i t  up in a �iece o f  red flanne l an ' g ive it to a 

person , an ' tell ' em  tuh go ' head on an ever ' time dey makes $ 500 - b e  sho ' an ' 
g ive ' em  de unders tandin ' ever ' time dey make $ 500 - to g ive some ole per son dat 
unab le tuh work f o ' deys e1f , $ 5 . J es t  giv e  i t  t o  dem o r  buy ' em  ano thah present . 
Only i t  works b es t  i f  yo ' g ive ' em  $ 5 .  [ Fayet tevi lle , or Wilson , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 
2633 : 1 .  ] 

2041 . Las t Feb ruary ,  a year ago [ 19 3 6 ]  he was in New York . Well , he used to 
wri t e  o ft en and h e  used to s end me money . Wel l  he got so he s topped wri t ing and 

he s t opped s ending me any money . S o  one nigh t I go t down and prayed 
KEYHOLE and af ter I got up off my knees , I though t ab out the old t ale I had 

hear d . Go to the keyhol e  and put your mouth to the keyho le righ t  up 
ther e and cal l him for nine t imes and tell him what you want him to know . And i t  
wasn ' t two days ' fore I g ot a le t t er and t en dollars f r om  him . 

S imp le thing s , you s ee , lo tsa t imes does good . 
[ Lat er he r e turned home . ] 
I f  he stayed out lat er than I want him t o  stay . 
(Oh , at night . I s ee .  Then what would you do ? )  
Nothing b ut g i t  r ight on my knees at that keyho le and call him nine time s 

through d at keyho le . S ay like dis , " In the Name of th e Father and the S on and 
the Holy Ghos t ,  Purcell , come home to me a t  once . "  He comes , and when he comes 
her e  s omet imes he say , "Honey , I ' m wo rried to death - cou ldn ' t  get cher e fas t 
enough . "  [ Cf. margin- t i t le Kno tho le , lat er . ]  [Norfo lk , Va . , (486) , 516 : 11 . ) 

2042 . I f  yo ' go t some enemies an ' they wo rry yo '  an ' yo ' wanta b e  friend s 
wi th them , yo ' take d i s  heah de King of de Woods . Dey cal l it King of de Woods 

an ' pu t  it in a b ag an ' take an ' pu t s ome John de Conker in 
KING OF DE WOODS de b ag wi th i t , an ' wrap a p iece o f  papah dat yo ' keep de 

[ per s on ' s ) name on in de b ag with it . 
(Af ter you put thes e things in th e bag , what happens th en? ) 

Dey ' l l commence b ein ' friend s to yo ' . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1425) , 
2571 : 15 .  ] 

2043 . They us e  John de Conker and they us es King of the World too - they have 
that in a powder too , and then they use d ragon ' s  b lood and Queen Elizabeth root . 

They have a l l  that in powder and they s ay i f  you spr inkle 
KING OF THE WOReD r ound their door , ain ' t no law coming there • • • •  

QUEEN ELIZABETH You us es this High John de Conker and uses the BLack Marster 
and you use the King of the World. The King of the Wor ld i s  

wonner ful - it does s o  many thing s . And then you uses s ome kind of powder - they 
s ay thi s  powder - something - Queen Elizabeth . And then you kin t ake th is powder 
she s ays and that [John de Conker ] and you uses i t , and also go to their hous e 
and s ay and j es t  sp rinkle , spr inkle this around . And says f in ' lly they comes to 
b e friendly wi th you if i t ' s  an enemy . And s ay if they g o t  anything , s ay ,  they 
come back to you so und ermined-like , and whi le you find what you were looking for 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi t chcra f t  - Roo twork - 5 9 7  

bef ore , b ecaus e they done brought i t  b ack ,  she s ay .  B u t  thi s  King of the Wor Zd 
th ey s ay that he lps you in everything . It chang es your mind , High John de 
Conker. [ Newport News , Va . ,  ( 4 82) , 5 0 6 : 6  and 50 8 : 3 . ] 

. 

204 4 . Dey g o t  a roo t d ey call - well , dis root dey c all d e  
KING-SNAKE ROOT king-snake root. Dey takes dat an ' wears i t . An ' d en dey g it s 

this other thing dey call - dey burn i t  in de hous e - incens e , 
burn it in de fo ' corner o f  de hous e .  Dat wi ll gain yo ' c us tomers . [Waycro s s , 
Ga . , ( 10 7 4 ) , 1737 : 11 . ] 

2045 . Dragon ' s  b lood and High John de Conker and a li t t le b i t  o f  devi l ' s
sho est ring and five-finger grass , Ad am-and-Ev e ,  King SoZomon Root - put that all 

tog e ther . 
KING SOLOMON ROOT (Tha t ' s  the charm that wi ll g e t  you a j ob . )  

Tha t ' s  a charm works ab out f ive or s ix d i f f ' rent ways . 
(What els e  wi ll that charm do ? ) 

I t  wi ll hold your j ob and peop le will like you a g reat deal , and then p eople 
that have been enmity ag ains t you wi ll be mo re friendly to you . And you see , 
then i t  makes you very lucky in coming in contacts . [ Wa shington , D . C . , ( 6 28) , 
806 : 1 1 .  ) 

204 6 . I know o f  a man and his wif e  had a misund er s tand ing , and the man he 
decided that he was go ing to leave home . He didn ' t  want to s trike his wi f e , so 

f o r  that caus e he lef t her alone . He went away and s tayed a long , 
KNOTHOLE long time . So a f t er awhile he stayed so long s omeb ody asked his wi f e  

as to the wher eab outs o f  h e r  husband . 
And she said , "My husband has b een gone qui te a good whi le . Where he is I am 
unab le to say . "  

This wa s a very o ld-aged person that was talking to th is woman . So she s ays 
t o  her , "Child , come to my hous e tomo rrow and I wi ll tell you s omething that will 
d o  you g ood . n  

S o  the next day came and this g irl went to thi s woman ' s  home . 
The o ld lady she set down and b egan to talk . She said , "Now , Anna , when you 

g o home , I want you to s earch your home and s e e  if you can find a kno tho le in 
your home . And if you do f ind i t , you take your pencil and mark a ll aro und this 
hole . And a f t er do ing that , every morning fo r  nine mo rnings go to this hole and 
call your husb and by name . On the ninth morning te ll h im  that yo u means what you 
say - you want him to come home . And he will come . "  

So it was done and he r eally c ame . [ Cf. preceding margin-t itle Keyhole . ] 
[ Hamp ton , Va . ,  ( 1 ) , Ed . ]  

2047 . Now , j es t  lak if yo ' goin ' tuh have a tria l in co ' t . They tell me yo ' 
t i e  nine knot s  in - ti e  a knot each morning fo ' nine mornings b efo ' de tr ial is 

tuh come up - a big cas e yo ' know . Well , each mo rning yo ' tie 
KNOT S NINE TIED a knot an ' yo ' s ay ,  "Let me win d i s  cas e , "  ' long lak dat chew 

know fo ' nine mo rning s . An '  each morning why yo ' dip this 
s t r ing into de Hearts Perfume an ' yo ' tie that round yore wai s t . An '  more d en 
likely yo ' wi ll win yore ca s e  - a b ig cas e dat ' s  in d e  b ig co ' t . [Wayc ros s , 
Ga . ,  ( 1116) , 1 7 9 2 : 5 . ) 

204 8 . Dis wus a man dat wus b uried in de undertaker [was at under taker ' s  
place ] . An ' she took a long s tring an ' she we t d at an ' measured dis man from his 
haid tuh his toes , s ee .  Den she , yo ' know , j es '  f o ld dat str ing up tuhwards her 
an ' t ied nine kno ts in i t , an ' she wear dat round her wais t .  Sh e  had dat round 
her wais t when she d i ed an ' s he tole de wumman tuh take it of f . [Auto horn . ] 

Wel l , she turned round d en an ' she measured [ horn] a live man - s ee ,  j es t  lak 
yo ' d  b e  lyin ' down an ' s omeb ody come in der e  an '  mea sur e yo ' an ' she d one hit de 
same way . An ' now you talk about lucky woman - she wus lucky a wumman as ah evah 
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seen in mah life . 
(What did she do with the other s tring then? ) 
She wear both them s t rings . 
( She measured the live man from his head to  his feet ? )  
Yes s ir , an ' de d ead man from his head to his f eet . Ah wus s cared tuh do i t , 

you s ee .  And she kept it . An ' she tole a wumman b efo ' she died - i f she died 
firs t , f o ' her to come an ' git  her s tring s  offa her . She took it off her . So  ah 
went down dere an ' ah as t her did she git  i t  off her an ' she s ay ,  "Yes . "  Sh e had 
done i t .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1148) , 18 7 2  : 4 . ] 

2049 . Way ah heard a st ory - ah heard dat i f  yo ' got a man an '  he run out , 
yo ' git chew a string an ' git a piece of his underp iece , dr awers or anything 1ak 
dat , an ' yo ' take an ' tie nine knots in de s tring an ' yo ' take an ' s ew dis piece 
onto dis string an ' wear it  round her wais t .  Dat ' ll keep him dere . 

(You don ' t do anything with that string firs t ? ) 
No , don ' t do anything with i t . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1217) , 20 7 1 : 5 . ] 
2050 . Ah heard ag in if  yo ' got a man an ' yo ' love him - s ee ,  yo ' could take 

an ' mess wit him an ' tie him up in nine knots an ' he couldn ' t mes s wit no one 
else but chew .  

(What would you tie the nine knots in? ) 
In a towel or a new piece of ye11ah homespun . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 119 3 ) , 

2012 : 5 . ] 
2051 . A stockin ' - yo ' kin take a s to ckin ' an ' yo ' kin tie a knot in that 

stockin ' . S ay ,  now , if yo ' got bus iness out there an ' ah won ' t want yo ' to run 
that bus iness an ' ah wanta put chew out a  there , ah kin tie 

KNOT TIED that knot in that s tockin ' an ' draw i t  right tight an ' ah 
TIGHTER AND TIGHTER kin take that s tockin ' and conceal that stockin ' into the 

dark - in a dark place . An' every time - well , s ay ,  every 
three hours ah kin go to that st ockin ' an ' draw that knot a little tighter , see . 
An '  as ah draw that knot yo ' ll begin tuh draw outa that place . Yo ' ll git  s o  
worried an ' everything will g o  wrong with yo ' , yo ' can ' t be  no success . Yo ' 11 
leave outa there . 

(Whose stocking will you us e? ) 
Well , any ole s tockin ' at all - j est  so it ' s  an ole s tockin ' . 
(And you conceal it in your own hous e . )  [ I  am repeating what he said a fter I 

had turned o ff the machine . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1166) , 19 60 : 4 . ] 
2052 . A �oot doato� tole me dat if anybody was trying to harm you in any 

way - like telling de police to come to yore hous e and different things or you 
in some kind of a business - you could go in de woods and 

KNOTTED SNAKESKIN ket ch a b lack snake . Ketch him and yo ' skin it - kill him 
and skin right there whi le he alive , and take that wet skin 

and you tie it in a bowknot and you take it home , and you sleep with i t under 
yore pi11ah always . Don ' t ever move it from undah yore p i11ah . Even when you 
change beds  let it stay right in the same spot - let it stay dere no matter how 
stinking it gits , let it s tay der e .  De law would even come at yo ' doorstep but 
he never would wanta come in . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 62) , 699 : 5 . ]  

[ For more knot s ,  see Spirit Caught in Knot , p . 389f . , and Index . ] 
20 53 . Now , many people have used this partic ' lar thing . I f  they have a j ob 

and - s ay they like it , like this j ob . They get ' em  a piece of  John de Conkep 
r oot , piece of ladyfinger root , and a small piece of 10de

LADYFINGER-ROOT TOBY s tone . [Three ingredients . ]  I t ' s  no t very good to us e 
lodestone i f  you don ' t  know how to us e it . You us e a very 

small piece abou t de s ize , I ' d  say , of a large-s ized butter bean I think . You 
put these together with a few drops of oil of cinnamon - say abou t three drops .  
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And you make of them - they call it a toby. You ' ve heard o f  peop le saying they 
tote a toby . Well , that ' s  what they ar e talking ab ou t . 

And you carry that in your pocket - if it ' s  a man h e  carries i t  in his pants 
pocket ; if i t ' s  a woman she carries it somewhere on her person , where you kin 
always keep it . Well , every morning fa ' nine mornings , drop a drop of oil of 
cinnamon and j es t  a little perfume - you see , th e perfume on i t  j es t  to rid the 
odor of the cinnamon . People gen ' rally think when you got cinnamon ,  you got a 
toothache - it ' s  used for somethin ' like that . Well , you put that per fume on 
there • • •  j es '  you ' re us ing this on the j ob .  You know people have to us e this on 
the j ob to impress people .  [Ladyfinger may b e  a variety o f  r ed pepper . ]  
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 650) , 868 : 1 . ] 

2054 . You almost  hooked you onto a wif e  over to  de country somewher e  - sh e 
done qui t you and you want her to come b ack . Now , if you wr ite a person , dey 

can ' t do nuthin wi th your handwri tin ' .  But you kin wri te yo ' wife you 
LETTER want her to come , i f  she done tel l  you she won ' t  come , and den you go 

to a hoodoo and writ e  a lett er and give i t  to him and let him dPess dat 
let ter , and when she git  i t , de minute sh e git  dat  letter and open it , her mind 
falls on you . Well , dere ain ' t nuthin in de wor ld den but to  come home , ' cause 
he done fixed dat letter , see . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (7 25) , 99 6 : 2 . ] 

2055 . From a lightnin ' -s truck tr ee yo ' kin take a sp1in
LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD t er an ' go ' head an ' boil it , an ' put it in whiskey or 

somepin lak d at e An '  d er e  any g irl or somep in o thah yo ' 
love an ' give her some o f  dat whiskey , dat wi ll b ring her to yo ' - ' caus e  dat ' s  
fiah , bring her to yo ' .  [Hands also in margin-ti t le Wood ( 2 )  S truck by Light
ning , p . 5 l4f . ]  [ Wi lson , N.  Car . , ( 1504) , 26 7 1 : 8 . ]  

2056 . Git a p iece o f  dis common lily dat grows in de yard an ' a IiI 
LILY p iece of red cloth an ' a silver dime an ' s ew i t  up together an ' yo ' always 

[have ] somepin . An ' yo ' always have money an ' luck .  [ Brunswick , G a . , 
(117 2 ) , 2012 : 1 . ] 

2057 . [ The best known of living hands is the toadfpog , but ther e are more -
chicken , lous e (human) , snake and others . ]  

Git chew nine - git chew nine red ants , put them in a red bag , us e 
LIVING HAND them fo ' luck . Go to de red an t hole an ' yo ' g it chew nine red 

ant s . I t ' s  luckier tuh git ' em  as dey come out de hole . Yo ' set  
there an ' ke tch yo ' nine . Ketch yo ' nine red ants an ' sew ' em  up in there live . 
That ' ll make yo ' luck fo ' anyth ing - yo ' j is '  b e  lucky in gamb lin ' ,  anything lak 
dat e [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1116 ) , 179 3 : 3 . ] 

2058 . Use Heapts Cologne an ' lodes tone f o ' luck . Well , yo ' take 
LODESTONE yore Heapts Cologne .  Take yore lodestone an ' j es '  sew i t  up in a 

piece of f lannel . Yo ' feed that lodestone with that Heapts Cologne . 
That ' s  f or luck . [This is a simple lodes tone hand - nothing els e in the bag . ]  
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 2482 : 7 . ]  

2059 . To make yo ' keep a j ob after yo ' ve got it . Dey tell me yo ' kin g it 
chew s ome - s omepin dey call lodes tone . Yo ' o rders i t  from a book . Yo ' kin git  
dat  an ' git  some sulphur an ' b lues tone an ' mix dat all up together fine , an ' t ake 
yo '  a new piece o f  clo th an ' sew it  up in dere good an ' wear i t  round yore wais t 
or anywher e  on yo ' . Keep it damp wit  Heapt CoZogne. Say dat keep de police out 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1217 ) , 207 1 : 3 . ]  

2060 . Buy yo ' some live lodes tone , put i t  in a cloth , a red cloth , s ew  it up 
wit black thread . Yo ' go put it  on yor-e body . Den yo ' go down an ' ah ask yo ' ,  
"Mister , will yo ' g ive me a j ob ? "  Yo ' say , "Well , ah might  no t have a j ob fa ' 
yo ' tuhday , but chew kin come back tomorrah . "  [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , (1194) ,  2013 : 9 . ] 

20 6 1 .  Have yo ' a li ttle piece of live lodestone an ' we call i t  b lue oi l in a 
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li t t l e  bo t t le abou t  like da t a Take dat b Lue oi l an ' po ' i t  by i t s e l f  in a little 
bot t le an ' put dis lodes t one in a bot tl e by i tsel f .  Well now , when yo ' s t art out 
to s eek a j ob ,  take out a lit tle piece of dat lodes tone f rom dat oi l an ' po ' some 
of dat b lue oi l on it an ' rub it good , dry i t  o f f , take dat wit chew in yor e 
pocket . Well now , wher evah yo ' go yo ' may not be suc c ess ful de firs t time , b ut 
dey s ay in de se cond- thir d t rip yo ' get a j ob by yo ' comin ' b ack an ' taking dis 
lodes tone f rom dis , everything , cleanin ' i t  o f f  g ood an ' dropp in ' i t  back in dat 
bottle to i t s el f .  Ah ' ve s een men order s uch thing s . [ Way cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1129 ) , 
1835 : 1 .  ] 

2062 . (This l odes tone grows , you say ? ) 
I t  g rows with oil - I mean with hair on it . That lodes tone don ' t g row no 

bigger , b ut the hair g row on it - j us t like hair g rowing on my face . [ Vicksburg ,  
Mi ss . , ( 734) , 1003 : 1 . ] 

2063 . Ah ' ve heard t ell of ' em  us ing lodestone . Lodes t one i s  supposed to be 
a drawing powe r with yore money . Yo ' place i t  wi th yor e mon ey an ' yo ' wear i t  
round yore waist with a dime o r  any s ilver piece o f  money . Yo ' p ut dat lode
s tone around yore wai s t  an ' wear it an ' i t  wi l l  bring yo ' luck - y o ' l l  always 
have money . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1116) , 1791 : 3 . ] 

2064 . You t ake s ome lodestone powder , tie i t  in a b ag ' bout like a ' bacco 
s ack and put i t  r igh t b ehin '  you r door - righ t behind your door and the people 

that draws ' em  - you see , that b r ing s them . 
LODESTONE POWDER (Draws the trade? ) 

Dr aws the tr ade - come in all de time , peop le dat be coming 
in b ack and forth all de t ime . [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 25 ) , 9 9 5 : 2 . ] 

2065 . I mean you g et some lodes tone like dus t , carry de lod est one in a little 
b ag . You g e t  [ c an buy ]  dat already s ewed up in a little bag .  Get chew a bottle 
of perfume - Hearts Co logne . Wel l you feed dat bag and wh enever you g o  to a man 
fer a j ob ,  when you talk wi th the man , you j us t  s que eze on de bag whi l e  you talk
ing to him and you s ee ,  when you s que eze on i t  al l  dat p er fume go in his f ace , 
and you give him a look . He ' ll say ,  "You want a j ob ? "  "Yes , s i r . " "You no t 
working ? "  "No , s ir . 1 I Without foo ling around he will give you a j ob .  Man don ' t 
need have anything but that tot e [ toby ] in your po cket . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 
( 504) , 554 : 2 . ] 

206 6 .  Yo ' kin fix yo ' a Lucky han ' fo ' tuh g amble wi th . High John is good 
tuh conker . Yo ' kin f ix a good lucky han ' tuh gamb le wi t . I t ' l l work wit i t . 

(What do you do , j us t  pu t High John in thi s , or 
LODESTONE - BLACK AND WHITE what ? )  

Put s ome lodest one . Dey got s everal kind s , whi t e  
an ' b lack-lookin ' lodes tone .  B e  sho ' i t ' s  lodes tone an ' git John" de Conker an ' 
put i t  in yore pocket , an ' i f  yore playin ' cards , der e a in ' t no harm in yore 
h an '  in yore pocket ever ' once in a while . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1542) ,  2790 : 5 . ]  

206 7 . Dey throw s al t  an ' s ech as that b ehin ' , yo ' know , an ' burn incens e . 
Dey use graveyard dirt - mixes graveyard dirt an ' g i t  a sewin ' needle an ' break 
dat all up an ' b lack lodes tone , an ' dey makes tobies from dat e Well , yo ' g i t  a 
piece o f  flanne l , yo ' know , red f lannel an ' b r eak dat lodestone , crumb le i t  up , 
an ' take de need le an ' br eak dat up an ' s ew dat up an ' put a li t t le perfume in 
dere . A man dey alway s s ay , carry dat in his lef t pocket . Dat ' ll keep lucky -
dat ' l l keep him an ' his wi fe on good t erms . 

( And i t ' s  very lucky to do what ? )  
Burn incens e .  
(Wher e ? ) 
In de r ight corner o f  yor e hous e , or ei thah underneat ' yore b ed - burn i t  all 

night .  We g iner ' ll! burn i t  all night undah de b eds . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 2 9 ) , 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wi t chcraf t - Rootwo rk - 601 

1511 : 6 . ] 
2068 . In gamb ling , you wanta have luck in g amb ling , you got to - of cours e ,  

you c an go to church and make your wi shes ther e for any thing you want . I have 
did it and I was successful t oo .  

LODESTONE And now like you wanta b e  lucky in gamb ling , you go to a drug s t o re 
HE AND SHE wher ever you can f ind - you g e t  you a piece of John the Conker Root . 

You g et some John Conker Oi l and the root . You take this root , you 
put it in a b o t tle , you pour this oil on i t .  You g e t  you a piece - if you are a 
man and wanta gamble , you get you a piece of she lodestone and you ge t  some per
fume and pour on th is lodes tone and tha t ' ll make li fe in i t . What I mean by , by 
it make li fe in it - it would make a lodes tone as thi ck as t hi s  key [ she shows ] 
when you pour that per fume on there . I t  wi ll grow and l i t t le spang les come out 
all around i t , but you gotta keep it co rked up g ood . 

(L i t t l e  spang les . L i t t l e  hairs ? )  
Yeah , that wha t i t  do .  Tha t ' s  the lif e in it . And i f you are a man and you 

g amb le , you us e she lodestone . I f  I would g amb le ,  I would us e he lodestone . I 
would get the he Conker Root and you should get the she Conker Roo t .  B u t  now 
when you g o  on gamb l in '  and you come home , you always take i t  ou t o f  your pocket 
and put it in the b ot t le and shut it up , wher e the oil won ' t  evapo rate . And when 
you go on out you can take a p i ece of that Conker Roo t and chew i t  and spi t  it 
around whenever you gamb le on the f loor and you wil l b e  lucky . [New Orl eans , 
La . ,  (855) , 134 9 : 8 . ] 

2069 . Dis h ere magni f¥ lodes tone [magne t i z ed ? ] ,  that will create chure busi
nes s , make yore b us iness more g r eater . Yo ' know dere ' s  two dif f ' rent kinds of 
s tone an ' der e ' s  some lodes tone that ain ' t  magnify lodes tone , which d e  magnifY 
lodes tone whut chew call a he an ' a she - dere ' s two points o f  i t , der e ' s  a she 
an ' a h e .  Yo ' kin take dat ' un [ that one ] an ' set i t  in yore room an ' h i t  will 
increas e your bus ines s mo re greater ' an any thing yo ' mo s t ly ever had . Ah ' ve used 
i t  and ah ' ve s een other p eop le us e i t . 

(You mean this piece of lodes tone is both he and she , or are ther e two d i f fer-
ent pieces ? )  

Two d i f ferent p ieces but d ere ' s  a he an ' a she in ' em . 
(Magnifying lodes tone ? )  
A magnify . Der e ' s lod estone but d is heah magnify lodes t one is,  a whole lot 

b e t t er .  Ah ' ve got heah magnify lodestone now ,  with me now . Cours e whenever i t ' s  
died down ah creates i t  up . 

(How d o  you do that ? ) 
Ah cr ea t es i t  u p  by giving i t  some whiskey - put on i t . Ah ' m g i t tin ' ' long 

all right . Whensomever ah d on ' t us e whiskey on it for say , three- four weeks , why 
it�oes d own on me . Ah kin t ell de chang e o f  it . But yo ' kin take des e  magnify 
lo s tone an ' put i t  in dis build ing heah , a piece ab out s o  s i ze [ demonstrates ] . 

(You wr�p it up in a pi ece of r ag ? ) 
Yeah , j es t  about da t s i z e .  
(Only thi s  little piece? ) [The pi ece he held . ] 

Yeab/ take a little piec e  - don ' t care how b ig i t  is - yo ' t ake an ' put i t  in 
di s- building [Negro hotel in which I was working ] yo ' ll cul t ivate mor e bus iness . 
Yore b us iness wi ll b e  mor e  grea t er . 

Why ah happened tuh write to dis f ellah , ah had a friend an ' mah friend h e  �ot 
in touch wi t dis man by name of Johnny . He got in touch wi t dis man an ' ah wro te 
to him . He g ive me dat address an ' ah wro t e  to him . When ah wro t e  to him he 
g ive me an answer back . An ' af t er h e  give me an answer b ack , then ah wrot e  b a ck 
t o  him an ' then he s ont me - he sont me thi s  lodes tone . 

(Where did this man live? ) 
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In New York [City] . 
An ' he sent me lodes tone an ' he tole me how t o  handle it  - what to do fa ' it . 

An ' ah did i t  an ' ah has had very good luck . 
(What did he t ell you to do for i t ? ) 
Tole me to put de magnifYing Lodes tone in i t  [ s ack] an ' put one ten-cent s with 

it - one ten-cent piece wi th it . 
(You put whiskey with it? ) 
Put whiskey with it an ' then put a dime wi th it . 
(How long did this stone las t you? ) 
We�l , ah ' ve it yet . Ah ' ve got it continuing yet . 
(I f  the stone s or t  of got weak , then you were told to? ) 
Put whi skey with i t . Feed i t , feed it and keep afeeding it . [ St .  P etersburg , 

Fla . , ( 9 9 2 ) , 1601 : 1 . ] 
2070 . Yassuh , ah experienced dat . De way yo ' do , yo ' git chew a piece of 

John de Conker root and a piece of  de devil ' s-shoes tring and a piece of lode
stone . Dere two kind of  lodes tone , de  male lodes tone and de f emale lodes tone . 
Git chew two pieces of dat lodes tone . 

(The male or the female? ) 
A piec e  of each , yassuh , an ' put ' em  in yor e pocket . Put ' em .  in yor e pocket 

or pocketbook , anything - in yo ' shirt pocket , coat pocke t , any thing j es '  s ince 
yo ' got ' em  about chure per son . An' dat John de Conker root , yo ' j es '  chew dat 
root and j es '  ack likes i t ' s  ' b acco and b e  j es '  chewing - chewing it an ' talkin ' . 
I f  it ' s any kinda j ob ,  yo ' ll g i t  i t . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 2) , 9 27 : 3 . ]  

20 71 . When you got a cas e or something like that and you want to get dis
charg ed , well you go and us e a thing they ca ll lodes tone - it ' s  two p ieces , it ' s  
the he one and a she one . Take and wrap i t  up in a dollar . 

(In a what ? )  
Take and wrap i t  up in a paper dollar .  
(Paper doll? ) 
Paper dollar . 
(Paper do llar ? Oh , a dollar b ill . )  
Yes , a dollar b ill - one dollar bill , and you wrap it up in there and you keep 

it in your pocket , and when you go - well , when they call you up ther e in front 
of the court , well they going to throw it out - they j us t going to tell you -
throw i t  c lean out of the court . 

(Well , which piece of  this lodes tone do you use in that dollar? ) 
You uses two p ieces - it ' s  the he lodes tone and i t ' s  the she lodes tone , it ' s  

b lack lodes tone and a whi t e  lodestone . 
(Which is the black? ) 
I t ' s  got fring es on i t  j us t  like iron rus t . 

of t in .  Well , i t  thataway when you knock that 
(Well , is the b la ck the he or the she • • • •  ? 
I t ' s white . 
(What color is the sh e? ) 

You s ee iron rus t on a old p iece 
dus t off of ther e .  
What color i s  the h e  lodes tone? ) 

I t ' s  b lack . I t ' s  got kind of a nose - kind of a t ip on the end of it . 
(Which one? ) 
The b lack . 
(Which one did you put in this dollar ? ) 
You put both of ' em . You make two folds with that dollar and you fold it up . 

You put one j us t  like that and you make another fo ld , you put that other p iece , 
and you bend the four corners of  i t  together . Then you take this and you put it 
in your pocket and you keep it and you go up there .  Every time you g o  up ther e 
they dis charge you or either throw it out , say you come the next day or somepin . 
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[New Orleans , La . , (833) , 1253 : 3 . ] 
20 7 2 .  You kin f ix that yours elf , far as I know . I have did it  and I know i t  

ho 1ped m e  out , ' cause I was selling whiskey and I used i t .  Now , you t"ake the 
John the Conkep and a lit t le lodes tone , that is [ if ]  you kin get hold o f  a piece , 
a lady piece , and make you something like a toby - j us t  s ew  i t  up in a p iece of  
f lannel with silver in i t . They say you us e a silver dime and you keep i t  damp 
with al cohol . Keep it  damp with alcohol all th e time and put i t  up over your 
door where your cus tomers come in at . Then that will draw plenty o f  cus tomers . 
One will bring the other and everyone pays h is own way , and they ' ll be  b ack 
again - everyone . [ Vi cksburg , Miss . ,  ( 75 6) , 1034 : 9 . ]  

20 73 . [This hand is in two part s ,  each coming from a different community . ]  
[Repe is the fips t vepsion : ]  
A man told me that he went to dig up a woman one night , and before he g o t  to 

open i t  [ the co ffin ] he got scared . And the man was a cripp le man and walked 
with a crutch , and he was about drunk ; and when he got ther e he took 

LOVE HAND another drink and got scared - a whirlwind came on the graveyard and 
scared him to death . He said he run a mile b efore he ever s topped 

running . And when he stopped running he forgot he ' d  ever b een drinking . He said 
he was never more sober in his life . Somebody told him to get the four th f inger 
[ forefinger ] of the right hand [ of the female corpse]  and carry it in his pocket 
and he would be a good actor among girls - any gir l  he wanted would go with him . 
[ St .  James , a Negro community about 5 miles from Pocomoke City , Md . ,  by hand . ] 

[Repe is anothep vepsion of the ppeaeding s tory : ]  
A little humpbacked man , he spent ever ' cent he got fer to win girls . I 

didn ' t  see him do i t  but I seen the finger . I t  was told me he went in the grave
yard " and cut off  a woman ' s righ t  [ index ] fing er - I s een the fing er - cut that 
of f , and was carrying it around in his pocket . [ Deal Is land , Md . , ( ? ) , 16 : 1 . 1 

2074 . This love powdep , j ust love p�dep , you have to put it  in food to give 
a person to eat i t .  That makes them in a leng th of  t ime the more they give ' em  

the more st rong er the love gets . S ee .  And if you don ' t  check off  
LOVE POWDER i t , they ' ll love you so s incerely they love to ki ll yuh ; and you 

won ' t have nuthin like that to be  done , b ecaus e it ' s  a wonder ful 
thing [ if  used proper ly ] , but it ' s  s t ill and all [ dangerous ] .  Now , if  you wanta 
fightin ' powdep - that fightin ' powdep will make you fight and always make you 
fight till you kill one another . [New Orleans , La . , ( 87 4) , 143 5 : 3 . ] 

2075 . I was lovin ' a g ir l , she didn ' t  seem to care so much ab out me , and I 
said , "Well , I ' m  goin '  away . " And she says , "Wha ' chah gon '  a leave for? " I say , 
"Becaus e you don ' t care about me . "  I s ay ,  "Because I rather not be around j oo . "  
So  I goes r ight on ab out my bus iness , s tayed away f rom her about five years . I 
was writin ' to her all de s ame time . And s o  she fin ' lly got to de place dat she 
didn ' t have no one to love her , she wrote me . And she went and got whut dey call 
dis love dust .  She put it  in d e  letter and wrote i t  t o  me . I read d e  letter and 
d e more I read it d e  more I b egan to think of  her . In  a few days I pulled up and 
comes b ack to her . [ Wilmingt on , N .  C ar . , ( 25 2 ) , 247 : 10 . ] 

20 7 6 . (What is it  you us e? ) 
Thpee S [ SSS ]  Love Powdep. 
(You ' ve us ed that ? )  
Yes s ir , and the oil . Use i t  in a syringe and pour i t  down the s teps in the 

morning b efore anyone come up . That ' s  to draw trade , tpanBom tPade [ trans ients ] . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (9 7 5 ) , 15 78 : 16 . ] 

207 7 .  I was s tealing a ride  on a t rain and as we went into the yards the 
railroad detective made me get down out o f  the train [boxcar ] and they put me in 
j ail . That was in Florida . The p enalty f rom riding on a train is ten days . The 
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charge was trespass ing on private proper ty ,  so they put me in j ail in a part 
known as the bu l l  pen wher e ther e were about twenty-two fellows . 

LUCK PIECE The f ellow that s lept in the bunk above me had a litt le disk-like 
RAND of metal in his pocket . When we went to bed that night it fell from 

the top bunk of my bunk . I picked i t  up and looked at it , I lighted 
a cig arett e , but I couldn ' t make it out . Next morning when I looked at i t  good I 
saw that i t  was s omething in the shape o f  a luck piece and I put it in my pocket 
and it has b een wi th me ever since . I t ' s  hard for me to lose it . Not becaus e I 
think it does any particular good . I t  j ust  s tays with me . I have los t  it sever
al times and each time I get it back again . I don ' t  look for i t  however , it j us t  
seems to come b ack to me . I lost it one night and I couldn ' t  f ind it  anywhere .  
So I went home thinking I had los t  it . When I went to pull my pants of f I found 
i t  in the cu ff of  my pants .  I don ' t know what became o f  the b oy that dropped i t . 
I only s tay ed there ten days . After I lef t there I came s t raight here [ to the 
At lantic Ho tel , Ocean City , Maryland ] . I was some weeks getting up here . The 
same night I entered this town I got my present j ob .  You know what a hobo looks 
like , ragged and dirty . Aft er I got here to his hotel , I had no thing like money 
o r  the shape o f  money , only this luck piece I f ound in j ai l .  And my bos s  went 
and got me some clothes a fter giving me a j ob .  Any t ime I want t o  go out at 
night , if I knew I was going out at night for a good time , I s omewhat depend 
upon this luck piece . I put it in my lef t-hand pocket and go on and think no 
more ab out it . 

[ I  ask informant to lay luck piece on the tab le so that I could describe i t . 
Since I was then us ing an Ed iphone , not  Telediphone , I had to speak into the 
speaking-tube , add ing the not e  about supers tition after info rmant had departed : ]  

(This luck piece is about the size of an English penny or an American dollar 
and being stamped out of copper [bras s ]  with a dye clas sifies i t as an article 
sold by mail-order firms catering to the supers titious . On each side of  the 
medal , in the center and occupying , one hal f  of the space , is a large open hand 
raised above the surface . The ins cription on one side says HELP, HAPPINESS, 
PEACE� SUCCESS around the edge of the di sk .  I n  the center o f  the hand i t  s ays 
THE LUCKY RAND. Below the hand it s ays AND LUCK and b elow that IS MINE BY RIGHT. 
On the other side of the medal at the top I SHALL BE GUIDED BY THE RAND OF and 
below that THE SPIRIT. Below that LOVE IS MINE. Below that PEACE RAPPINESS 
PLENTY. ) [ Ocean City , Md . ,  ( 14) , Ed . ]  

20 7 8 .  Course ah got something ah go t  up in the country that ah had made [by 
a doctol' ] wit a chicken breas t  [wishbone ] on all dat e Well , ah keeps it in mah 
pocket all de time . Yo '  wanta look at it?  

[I  evidently nodded yes . ] 
Well , sh keeps two pieces of cord all de time . Yo ' s ee dat ' s to keep it [ the 

bag f rom falling apart ] . 
[ He then lays a good luck medal on the table and I des crib e i t : ]  
(This is a good luck coin. I t ' s  made of  b rass . I t ' s  a hors eshoe [ on this 

s ide] - says Good Luck Coin on top of it . There ' s  a swastika in the midd le and 
underneath the swastika a four-leaf clover . To the right of the horseshoe is a 
rabb it ' s foot and to the lef t is a chicken ' s  breas tbone . [My poor des cription 
will not show all readers - that horseshoe over swas tika over rabb i t  foot is the 
vertical (upright) , and that breastbone followed by swastika followed by rabb� 
foot is the horizontal (bar or beam) of  a Latin cross . ]  Und erneath is 17 , 89 , 
19 , 33 [ odd numbers ] . There is a ho le r ight over the top of the horseshoe where 
you can put on a s tr ing . On the reverse [ obverse]  s ide it says Go ld Sea l . I t ' s  
a big "w" and under the big "w" is the number 5 7880 and under that is the word 
A�pd and there is a scene . This is all a seal like a red s eal , stamped on the 
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coin . That ' s  one of them [ o f  the two medals he has ] . )  
(This other one [medal ] here is a huge swast ika on the side , and here ' s  a 

lit tle s croll at the top of  the coin that says Good Luck . In one hole [ open 
space] o f  the swas tika is  an invert ed horseshoe , in another one is the four-lea f 
clover , in another one i s  the little breastbone , and the other one looks like it 
might b e some Egyp tian hieroglyphics although they really are not . [The ancient 
swas tika - word from Sanskir t meaning we l l  be ing - has many forms b ut the typi cal 
form ,  the one us ed her e , is the form of the Greek cross with four "arms bent at 
right ang les all in the same direction . " ]  Then it s ays on this same s ide , 
Manufactu�d by the E�ce lsior Shoe CompanY 3 Portsmouth 3 Ohi o .  On the reverse 
[ obver se ] s id e  it says Medal 3  JUlY 3 1 9 1 0  and there is a cowboy on a hors e and it 
s ays The E�ae lsior Shoe for Boys . ) 

(Are tho se [ two ] pieces supposed to be good luck? ) 
Supposed to b e  good luck - that ' s  right . 
(You carry them when you gamble .  What did you say ab out two g rades of coins ? )  
Two grades o f  coins . Well , dere two grades of cards ,  yo ' see .  We ll , yo ' take 

dose two g rades of coins an ' whatever you have in yore hand , yo ' has ' em  in yore 
pocket . [The two grades of cards are good and bad. One lucky medal or coin can 
b e  at one time only heads or tai ls ,  good or bad , yes or no . Two medals or coins 
are needed . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (lOll) , 1636 : 4 . ] 

2079 . Ah got a little s omepin ah b een wea rin ' fo r a good leng th of time an ' 
ah haven ' t  been broke s ince ah had it . Ah don ' t guess yo '  mind lookin ' at it . 

(No , no - let ' s  see it . )  
(You wear this right over your heart - in this lit tle b ag - lit t le tob acco 

sack . There is also a [metal ] cross near it - and that ' s  for luck , for money? )  
Yes s ir - through life . 
(And this [ c ross ] b egins : De liver me 3 0 Lord3 from the evi l man . Preserve me 

from the vio lent man . ) 
(That is a Psalm . Do you know what Psalm it is ? )  
[ I  wai t , h e does no t answer . ] 
[ I  suggest ] ( 14l? ) 
Yes s i r . 
[He agrees with my er ror - it is 140 . ] 
(Do you dress it in any way ? ) 
No s ir ,  j es ' [wear i t ] . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1186) , 1999 : 11 . ] 
2080 . If you wanted a j ob ,  I ' ve heard that you kin go to work and there ' s  

diff ' rent things which you kin us e to get a j ob .  You use a powder . There ' s  a 
powder that you cal ls luck powder. You kin get that powder and 

LUCK POWDER put on you and you kin go and p resent yours elf to the b oss and as 
he gets a scent of that powder , I ' ve heard that he will give you 

something to do pref ' rence f rom anyone els e .  [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 77 3 ) , 1061 : 3 . ] 
2081 . S ome of these lit t le bags they call lucky bags . Yo ' ll s tring that an ' 

put it  aroun ' yore neck an ' let i t  fall inside • • • •  
(Get that f resh rabb it foot . )  [He had cal led it  f resh . ]  

LUCKY BAG A f resh r abbi t ,  yo ' know , an ' cut of f his foot , an ' yo ' string it on 
a cord yo ' s ee , an ' yo ' t ie i t  on yo re wais t  underneath yore clo thes . 

(What will tha t do then? ) 
Well , dat ' s  good luck . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 156 3) , 2859 : 4 . ] 

2082 . You go get you some lucky s eed. I ' ll get you a piece o f  lodes tone . 
(What are lucky seed? ) 

LUCKY BEAN A lucky s eed. 
(What ' s  that ? )  

I t ' s a lucky bean , they calls i t . And you get you a p iece o f  lodes tone . 
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(What does that lucky bean look like ? ) 
I t  looks something like a p ink b ean - beans . 
( I s  it a real b ean ? ) 
No sir , i t  ain ' t  a real b ean - i t ' s  a b ean but it ain ' t a real b e an .  
( Wh at ' s i t  made o f ? ) 
I t ' s  hard , chew c an br eak i t . 
(All right , then what do you do ? )  

Now , you get you a p iece o f  lodestone - you g e t  she lodestone , and you g e t  you 
s ome gunpowder and you get you a p iece o f red flannel and you put all that to
g ether , and a lit t le cayenne pepper and s tu f f , and put i t  in that b ag and s ew it 
up and put i t  in your pocke t . That ' s  lucky . 

( For gambling ? ) 
For gambling . [New O rleans , La . , ( 845) , 1291 : 5 . ]  
2083 . Get a lucky button and pu t  i t  in der e  pocket and wear i t  - dat wi ll 

make dem lucky . 
(Well , what i s  a lucky button? ) 
Leettle b i t  o f  smal l button whu t whi t e  fo lks put on dere sh ir ts whut ain ' t  

nevah b een us ed - g e ts i t  r igh t out de s tor e . You know dem leettle b i t  o f china 
b uttons , dey c all dem lucky buttons . 

LUCKY BUTTON (Have they holes in th es e buttons ? )  
Yes , s i r . D ey us e ' em  - wh ite fo lks use ' em  on lit t l e  chi lluns 

c lothes . You g e t  d em buttons and wear i t  in your p ocket . 
(And what will th at do for you then? ) 
That will make you lucky and tha t will make you hoI ' a j ob and make you lucky , 

t oo . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 649) , 840 : 2 . ] 
2084 . Told me to g et some o i l  o f  wintergreen - wintergreen oi l .  Go to the 

drug s tor e and get some winterg reen oil and this lod es tone and get some s tee l 
dust and br ing i t  to him . And he put it in a li t t le red 

LUCKY DOG PERFUME piece o f  f lannel and he told me , he s ay ,  "Now , you go to this 
man and t ell him , ask him for a j ob - s ay your pray er s  b e for e 

you go to him . When you go there you ask him for a j ob .  Jus t b e fore you ge t 
there you s ay your prayer s  and then you ask him for a j ob . "  He say , "And he turn 
you down the f ir s t  morning , "  and he s ay ,  "you come b a ck to m e . " 

And a fter I went b ack to him , he give me another li t t le thing b ut he d idn ' t 
t e ll me what was in that bag . And he g ive me s ome per fume , someth ing smell -
j us t  smell like per fume , you know .  S o  I t aken th at perfume and I went ther e and 
I asked the man for the j ob driv ing Goodman ' s  Beer truck . And so he give me a 
j ob .  S o  I went b ack to him and I a sked him , I s ay , "What kind o f  per fume tha t  
you done g ive me ? "  H e  to ld me , he s ay , "We l l , "  he say , I I I  went to t h e  Cracker 
j ack Drug S to re and go t some o f this same per fume . " I s ay , "Wh at kind of p erfume 
is that ? "  He say , "They call that Lucky Dog per fume . "  That ' s  wh at i t  was -
L ucky Dog . 

(He didn ' t t ell you what was in that s e cond b ag though ? )  
He didn ' t tell me what was in that b ag .  [ New Or leans , La . ,  (850) , 1314 : 5 . ]  
2085 . On de order what chew call a little Zucky g lass - i t ' s  about dat long . 
(Long as your f inger . )  

Y eah , wit a wh ole lotta li ttle dif f ' r ent shinin ' - lookin ' things in it - s ome 
of it look like gold , some look like s i lver , all d i f f ' r ent colo rs .  De direc tions 

tells yo ' how tuh use that - j es t to t e  i t  in yo re po cke t . Wel l , 
LUCKY GLASS when yo ' g o  d own der e to de j ob ,  j es t  pu t chur e hands on i t  an ' 

b eg in tuh talk to d e  b ossman an ' he ' ll h ir e  yo ' . [ S t . P et er sb ur g , 
Fla . , ( 9 9 1 ) , 1599 : 9 . ] 

2086 . To keep de police away is tuh g it chew High John de Conkep root . G i t  
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chew High John de Conker root an ' Lucky Heart - dat ' s  a weed dat g �ow up an ' i t  

LUCKY HEART PLANT 
shaped in a heart like , lak dey call it Lucky Heart . I t ' s  
a red leaf , dey call i t  Lucky Heart . Yo ' take dem two tuh
g ether an ' yo ' put ' em  together in a red flannel s ack , yo ' 

s ee .  An ' yo ' take an ' put chew some sulphur in dere wi t dat e Yo ' unders tan ' .  
An ' yo ' bury dat right undah yore do ' s t ep .  Git chew two sacks so yo ' kin make 
two of  ' em .  Put in each do ' s t ep an ' dey t ell me if de law come dere , dey can ' t 
come in . I f  dey do , dey over look ever Y th ing whut dey come in dere fo ' .  
[ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1398) , 2518 : 4 . ] 

2087 . Ah know a lady dat she got sage  an ' cal ' mus roots an ' wropp ed it up 
in a bag , an ' gits  dis same Hearts Co logne an ' Lucky Heart an ' put it in a IiI 

LUCKY HEART POWDER 
CALAMUS 

SAGE 

sack - a IiI f lannel ,  red flannel - an ' tote it on her . An ' 
then take this whi te Lucky Heart Powder - whut yo ' j es '  got 
i t  [ p rec eding Lucky Heart ] f ix in dat Ii I b ag ,  yo ' know -
an ' rubs in front of  yore hous e across de front do ' s t eps an ' 
cross de b ack , an ' de law won ' t come d ere . Dat t s de way she 

did ovah heah an ' dey nevah d id come . 
(You us e Whi te Lucky Heart Powder. Face powder? ) 
Yes . [ Calamus should b e  the sweet f lag (Acorus calamus ) . ]  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  

C ar . , ( 1403) , 2526 : 3 . ]  
2088 . Lot sa times yo '  do it by bein ' in dif f ' rent o f fices [ fra t ernal organi

zations ] dif f ' rent Odd Fellows , Masonic , or somepin lak dat - but j es '  fo ' de 

LUCKY STAR 
mercy of  de j udge but no help but whut chew git from , yo '  know . 
(What do they call that around here? ) 
Hoodoo . 

Yo ' go down dere , now . De f i rs t  thing yo ' do , yo '  see , yo ' go  by d e  fountain 
somewhere ' nothah an ' yo ' prob ' b ly g i ts yo '  a coke , somepin - providin ' yo ' ain ' t 
drink in , no whiskey or nuthin , it  ain ' t  g ood f o r nuthin . An '  yo ' git chew - we 
have whut we call a lucky s tar an ' in some instances yo ' burn dat e Yo ' ll find 
dat in de two chapter of Exodus , yo ' find in de Bib le where it  speaks about dis 
lucky s tar .  Well , in place of b umin ' dat , yo '  take it an ' b ring i t  back an ' 
j es '  a day or two ' fore trial , yo ' s ee ,  yo '  dry hit dere , an ' yo '  wear dat in 
yore pocket , an ' yo ' go down befo ' de j udge an ' dat will he l p  yo ' through . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (1529) , 2 7 3 3 : 4 . ] 

2089 . I t ' s  a fact that a person kin take lucky oi l an ' use it , j es '  
LUCKY OIL rub it on hi s han ' s ,  an ' with a s trong determination that he will win 

an ' he will win providin ' he b elieves in i t  - in gamb ling , any kind 
of g ame . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 1) , 2 7 13 : 2 . ] 

2090 . Well , now de beginnin ' o f  dis firs t  s tory is tuh git  his shirt , his 
sweaty shirt - j es '  lak yo ' go out dere an ' work . An '  yo ' git de sweat out a  dat 

shir t an ' de s trength is in dat shirt . Not no one man ' s  
MAGIC CONTROL POWDER s trength is de same - de ' re [ d ey are ] not alike . An ' not 

no one man ' s tas t e  is d e  same . Yo ' take dis shirt an ' mix 
it wit magic contro l powder , but git de powder j es '  de co lor of him an ' yo '  put 
it into some box - j es '  lak into a b ox there . An ' hit ' l l  grow . Yo ' know , magic 
will grow - magic lodes tone an '  s tee l dus t .  An ' j es '  as that grow ,  why he ' ll- go . 
He won ' t s tay no one place . He won ' t  even s top tuh tell yo ' [good-by when he 
leaves ] • 

(You mus t  put this magic s tee l dus t and what els e? ) 
An '  contro l Zin ' powder but git de powder de color o f  him . 
(In addit ion to that control ling powder , you take s te e l  dus t and lodes tone , 

and put i t in this shirt and then put the shirt  away? ) 
Yeah , put dat shirt away . 
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(That is to g et rid o f  him - to make him move? ) 
Yes . 
[ "Beginning s econd t rip to New Or leans , La . , Wed . , Feb . 14 , 1940 [ [ four 

persons wer e interviewed and then came ] ] 15 62  - man - works Crackerj ack Drug 
S tore [ [see Index ] ] - Ida Ba tes [ [meaning he was b rought o r  s ent by Ida Bates 
whos e  interview will be given in the Interviews s ection ] ] "  - Numbers Book 1558-
1605 . A note on the pres ent text reads , "He became a sort o f contact man . " ]  
[New Orleans , La . ,  (1562) , 2858 : 7 . ] 

209 1 .  [Magia sand - b taak and white - is what some p ers ons called powdered 
lodestone , b taak lodest one and white lodes tone - see preceding marg in-t itles 
Lodes tone . ] 

In gamb ling , we say yo ' kin take a lit t le piece of High John de Conker , we 
take three guinea seeds , you take a piece of lod es tone and you take magia sand 

and you sew this in a piece of cloth . Upon your hands you would us e 
MAGIC SAND oil o f  van- van . Then you ho ld this lucky charm in your hand whils t 

you are playing wi th a piece o f  money and you will b e  lucky . 
(What is magi a sand? ) 

Magia sand is a thing that is made to go with this lodes tone - somepin like -
looks like black dus t , but it comes wi th lodes tone - you buy lodes tone and dey 
give you dis sand with i t . [Washington ,  D . C . , ( 6 39 Doator Sims , from New 
Orleans but working in Washington) , 829 : 8 . ] 

• 
209 2 .  (White lodes tone? What does that do? ) 
Dey has a kind dey call de magia sand an ' dey take hit an ' put it wit de lode

s tone . Say dat supposed tuh draw money . Dey put it in a yarn rag , put it in 
flannel , an '  dey wear it in two sacks - put red f lannel next to it an ' put i t  in 
a white little sack , an' keep it wet with Heart Co logne or luaky oi l , either one . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will draw de money - dat ' s  fo ' gamb lin ' , dat give yo ' luck . [ Wi lson , N .  

Car . , ( 1499 ) , 2 6 6 7 : 14 . ] 
209 3 . You get live lodestone , Horseshoe Brand . 
(Hors eshoe what ? )  
Hors eshoe Brand , magi a sand. 
(Hors eshoe Brand , magia sand. ) 

Magia sand and lodes tone powder . Well , you mix them three mixes together , and 
you puts i t  in a piece of brand-new red flannel - you have to go buy the r ed 
f lannel . And you s ews it up . And anything that you goes f or ,  well they couldn ' t 
turn you down . You may be the las t man he ' ll turn o f f  o f  the j ob .  

(What are thes e things you mix up now? ) 
Hors eshoe Brand magia sand and a p iece o f  live lodes tone and lodestone powder. 
(And lodes tone powder - thos e three things ? )  
Yes . [Here lodestone powder is different f rom magia sand. We could say it i s 

lodestone powdered but this would conflict with the live lodes tone her e . ]  [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 838) , 1261 : 1 . ] 

2094 . Uh-huh , dis a gamblin ' hand. Well , yo ' git  magi a sand , an ' g i t  Adam 
an ' Eve , an '  yo ' place dat together an ' yo ' git lodes tone , an ' put all that to
gether an ' combine dat an ' mix it . It makes a good lucky gamb lin ' hand . . .  yo ' put 
that in red f lannel . [Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 1513 ) , 2679 : 2 . ] 

209 5 . I heard when I was a chi ld , my grandmother heard , that if 
MAN ' S  SHIRT you take a man ' s shirt and put it under the bed and keep it there , 

that it  would b ring luck to the house . So my grandmother tried 
this and always kept the shirt under the bed . [Ocean City ,  ( 19 ) , Ed . ;  near 
Baltimore ,  Md . ]  

209 6 . Git a root dat chew call mas ter of de woods - dat ' s  a common root , an ' 
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yo ' kin tote dat an ' yo ' anoint it with Heaptshorn Co logne , an ' yo ' be success ful 
winning money in games . [ See margin-title King of de 

�STER OF THE WOODS Woods . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , (1135) , 1844 : 8 . ] 
2097 . [You us e ]  High John the Conkep roo ts , you us e Litt le 

John the Conkep and us e Mas tep of the [ Something ] . 
(What is the other one? ) 

Mas tep of the Woods . And you us e So lomon Root.  And you put it together in 
some hot water and you put i t  in a j ar and put a lit t le Heapts PepjUme and li ttle 
wh iskey in it - rye whiskey . And you spr inkle i t  on the outs ide of your hous e 
and th at will keep ' em [polic e ]  away , but chew gotta say what chew want done . 
[See marg in-title  King So lomon Root . ] [Washing t on ,  D . C . , ( 6 2 7 ) , 804 : 6 . ]  

209 8 .  (Tell me that again . You do what ? )  
Take nine matches or three matches when yo ' d  have a cas e in co r t .  Yo ' take 

dese three matches or nine mat ches an ' tie ' em tog e ther j est in a bund le like 
that . When yo ' go to d e  co ' thouse an '  d ey call yore cas e ,  an ' when de 

MATCHES j udge sit  on dat cas e d ere b e  nine or three of ' em  will hang fo ' yo ' -
in yore favor . An ' d ey ' ll have a mistrial every time ' caus e dey never 

do agree an ' dere a couple of mistrials on dat case . 
(What do you do with those nine mat ches or three matches? What do you do with 

them after you get them t ied up ? )  
Yo ' tie ' em up tog ether an ' den yo ' j es t  keep dem dpessed wit dis Heapts Pep

�. Dis Heapt Pepfume is always good in anything dat chew have to dress . 
(And then after you have them dpessed what do you do? Do you keep them o r  

carry them wi th you? That ' s what I am trying t o  f ind out . )  
Carry ' em  in yore pocket . [ Waycross , Ga . , (115 7 ) , 19 28 : 9 . ]  
2099 . I f  yo ' got a woman an ' wanta make love wit her , yo ' goes to her hous e .  

She don ' t want chew dere yo ' see , but den yo ' g o  to her house - make it specially 
to go  tuh her house to git  a f ew  words wit her . Then yo ' mess roun ' an ' if yo ' 

kin git a chance tuh ketch her han ' s , yo ' git de lengt ' of  dat lef ' 
MEASURING han '  fingah - dat dgg fingah [ d emonstrates ] .  

(The ind ex f inger of the lef t hand? )  
The f ingah off her lef ' han ' - de dog fingah . S ee ,  yo ' git de j oint o f  it , de 
first  j oint . 

(What do you do? You are not taking it off  of any woman are you? ) 
No , yo ' don ' t t ake it o f f , yo ' j es ' ketch i t  an ' git  de measure o f  i t , somepin 

lak dat . Den go out git chew nine dem bpoom sweepeps - see , gi t chew nine s traws 
about de same length , every one of ' em , see .  Git one of her gloves , see , an ' yo ' 
let it  go out [ straighten it out ] an ' cut de fingah of f righ t in dere ,  an ' yo ' 
tie it  with a st ring , tie it up in dere . 

(What do you tie up in that ? )  
Dem nine s traws . 
(You tie thos e nine s traws in tha t little finger that you cut o f f  the glove . ) 
Den yo ' put chew nine s ingle pins in dere an ' tie it up an ' wear it in yore 

pocket , an ' dat girl wi ll love yo ' from den on , an ' would n ' t make love wit any 
othah individual either - j es '  tie her . [This is called tying a person . ] 

(Here ' s  wha t  you do , get the length of that first j oint o f  the dog fingep -
the index f ing er o f  the left hand . Then you get nine b roomstraws that length . 
Then you get her g love with that s ame finger and cut the end o f  that glove f inger 
off  and put the nine b rooms traws in there . )  

[ To measure a finger j oint measures the whole body becaus e part of  the spirit 
equals the whole o f  the sp,iri t  (see p . 2l) . Measuring is like drawing a cir cle 
ab out a person or scratching a circle on the ground for him to wa lk over - you 
confine him ,  control him . By the law o f  the oppos ite , treasure hunters put a 
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c i rcle ab ou t thems e lves as a pro t e c t ion ag ains t spirits (see the Mag i c  C ircle , 
p . 1 2 3 ) . ]  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 130 3 ) , 2 20 2 : 6 . ] 

2100 . I ent ered a ho use to clean i t  and hang some paper . Nobo dy had lived in 
it f o r  ab out s ix month s . The co lo red man who had l ived there had moved o ut . 

Ther e  were about three d aught ers in the family . And when I went in the 
MOJO house and s tart ed t o  tear the paper down I found in a crevi c e  in the wall 

a li t t le ball of red f lannel s aturat ed wi th Hearts of Co logne . There were 
ab out 25 needles s tuck in i t . The f ellow that was wi th me told me that was a 
mojo - a good- luck piece or to put somebody into a s t ream of b ad lu ck . [ O c ean 
City , Md . , ( 1 4 ) , Ed . ]  

2 101 .  Yo ' kin take High John de Conker an ' g it b lack lodestone an ' Adam an ' 
Ev e root . Put them together with v i o le t  incens e powder s , an '  s ew them in a red 
f l anne l .  They cal l tha t mojo an ' dat fo ' yore luck in g amb lin ' an ' c o ' s e yo '  
feed i t  Jo ckey Club perfume . 

(When you go to the game . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 9 a ) , 2 7 3 5 : 2 . ] 
2102 . Th ey have some lucky mojo . Yo ' t ake an '  put i t  in your house in your 

room an ' that wi ll make - wh en p eople c ome in yer room an ' inhale tha t once , 
they ' l l come back again . 

(That ' s  for cus tomer s ? )  
Yes , s i r .  
(Where d o  you g e t  this lucky mojo ? ) 
You kin buy it f rom t h e  S�eet Georgia Br� Company, Chicago, Il linoi s .  [ This 

mojo i s  ei ther a per fume or inc ens e . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 89 ) , 1100 : 11 . ] 
2 103 . In the S ta t e .  
( I n  this S t ate? ) 

Y es , s i r . 
( I t  isn ' t King s ? ) 
[ Someone had ment ioned Kings . ]  

Yes . 
(Where is King s ? ) 
I t ' s  out here . 
( I s  i t  a town? ) 
No , i t  isn ' t a town - i t  j us t  a lit t le s topp ing p la ce . 
(Oh , v i llage? ) [ Or cross road s tore . ] 

Yes . 
( And she s aw this perfume? ) 

Yes . 
(And i t ' s  called? ) 

Moojoo Lucky Star. 
(Mojo Lucky Star? ) 
Yes , s i r . 
( And how do you use that perfume? ) 
You don ' t use it . The one that you want to come b ack t o  you , you pu t i t  on 

them . 
----( I  see . That will make them come b a ck? ) 

Yes . I ' ve t ri ed tha t . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 1 8 ) , 9 88 : 7 . ] 
2104 . B lues tone , s ome b lueing . 
( I s  that the b lueing you was with ? ) 

Yeah , b lueing . B lu es tone , brown sugar and s c rub your f loors firs t , and den 
t ake dat and put it in dat wat er and rinch your f loor . Rinch your f loor wi th 
it af ter you mop i t , and sweep dat water out de door - all de t ime , a l l  de t ime . 
Ev ' ry morning gi t  up and t ake dat b lueing water and b lues tone and br own sugar and 
make i t  up and s c rub your hous e .  Get you some ensums [ inc ens e ]  and burn dem in 
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dere and d en d e  people b e  comin ' .  [ Rinch = rinse . ]  
You could b e  on dat co rner and I could b e  on dis one and if you g i t t in ' all 

de trade down der e  and I ain ' t gi t t in ' none here , I kin go down dere and s top you 
f rom g i t t in ' any thing . I f  de people is comin ' by me gwinin ' d ere , I ' ll s top ' em  
from comin ' by me . Dey won ' t never g i t  no further den her e . D ey ain ' t  never 
gwine down dere cus I ' m  goin ' s top ' em on dis end , you s ee , I ' m goin ' s top ' em . 
I ' m go in ' go out dere and cross ' em  out in d e  road , you s e e . And when dey get to 
dat mark , dey goin ' - ins t ead of goin ' on dey g oin ' turn and come in here , you 
see , all de t ime . 

( I s ee .  What sort of a mark did you put in the road ? ) 
Well , I ' d  go out der e and draw me a mark and take me some . 
(What kind o f  mark did you put? ) 
I ' d  j us t  go out der e and d raw j us t  a s traight line cross d e road , j us t  ab out 

dat deep , and take me some lucky powder and s ome lucky mojoo and pu t  it right 
down in dat and put it on a lit t le p iece and put i t  righ t  down in dat li t t le 
trench and cover dat right ba ck up , righ t where de peop le walk r igh t  by . Well , 
when he g i t  der e  he ain ' t gwine by , he gonna come in here and he ain ' t g ot no 
How come ? S e e , the o ther f ellah b e  dere and you b e  d own dere , come to argue -
how come he ain ' t  g i ttin ' no trad e . Ah done took your trade , you s ee .  [ Lucky 
mojoo here is a per fume . ]  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 2 5 ) , 99 5 : 1 . ] 

2105 . A king snake , g i t  his hide yo ' know an ' skin ' im .  Take his hid e an ' 
make yo ' a underweaPing be Zt ou t of i t  - make i t  j es t  lak yo ' make a money b elt . 

D ey say if yo '  pu t a dollah in dat belt or any pi ece o f  paper 
MONEY BELT HAND money - yo ' j es '  put i t  in dere an ' wear i t ,  dey s ay if yo ' 

g amble , don ' t care how much money yo ' lose , when yo ' g i t  back 
to dat dollar yo ' g o in ' win in de game • .  Long as yo ' kin keep d at do llar in cir
culat ion yo ' won ' t  nevah los e it when yo ' wear it in dat belt . When yo � quit yo ' 
j es '  put i t  right b ack in da t  belt . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1067 ) , 1 7 28 : 6 . ) 

210 6 . I f  ah g o t  s i lver money , ah c ount s mah s i lv er , but ah 
MONEY COUNTING hardly evah counts mah p ennies - but ah keeps mah s i lver money 

special ly s eparat e from mah p ennies . Well now , ah go tuh tr ade 
if ah got pennies . Why ah ' ll take mah pennies an ' use ' em all as fur as ah has 
tuh go , bu t ah nevah mix mah penni es wit mah s i lver money . [Memphis , T enn . , 
( 1524 ) , 26 18 : 5 . ]  

2107 . Well , fo ' ins t anc e ,  i f  yo '  would give a woman a d o llah , p apah money 
an ' if she didn ' t want chew tuh have any money at a l l , she would t ake dat dollah 

an ' she would burn i t  to ashes . An ' a ftah she burn i t to ashes 
MONEY - PAPER she would op en de palm o f  her han ' an ' she would b low i t ; an ' yo ' 

s ee ,  she would blow dat money i n  de o thah han ' . Dat ' s  de same 
way de money would go an ' yo ' wou ld nevah b e  ab le tuh keep any - yo ' will nevah 
b e  ab le to keep any . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 1560) , 2 7 5 5 : 8 .  See B lowing for you, 
in Ind ex . ]  

2108 . [ Th is hand I picked up f rom my colored p or t er on the P ennsylvania Rail
road between Ches ter , P a . , and Bal t imore , Md . , wh ile on my way to collect hoodoo 

in Fredericksburg , Va . Lat er I would dup lica t e  this trick by 
MONEY - PENNY gathering up a May Day ri te on the Mis sis s ipp i  River while ferry-

ing between New Orleans and Alg iers (see No . 986 , p . 3 8 l . ] 
I j us t  happen to b e  ther e in this boot leg p lace - a man goes around s ometimes to 
g e t  a drink - and I not ic ed p ennies nai led across the door . Ther e was a hole 
right in th e cent er [ of each penny ] . I g ues s  there was ab ou t f our pennies . I 
a sked them wha t  that was and they said th at was t o  keep the police away . That 
was dur ing Prohib it ion a t  Tampa , Florida . [On train as pr eviously mentioned , 
( 3 7 ) , by hand . ]  
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2109 . T ake a p enny an ' d rive it down in de front o f  y o ' do ' an ' everyb ody 
come ovah da t penny - take a manhead penny an ' drive it down in de front of yo ' 
do '  wher e  everybody has tuh come in an ' ov ah dat penny an ' yo ' have good luck .  

(What kind o f  good luck? ) 
S elling whis key or any kinda luck yo '  want s . J e s t  any . 
(Ju s t  take a penny wi th a man on i t ? ) 

Yes , a manhead penny . [ Wayc ross , Ga . , ( 1132) , 1 83 7 : 8 . ] 
2110 . J es ' in a smal l  bus ines s . Like havin ' a hous e .  Yo ' know like dese 

hous es are .  Yo ' kin put a Indian heah , penny wi t de f ace point in ' tuh de s treet , 
de head on d ere wi t d e  f ace pointin ' toward de s tr e e t , an ' a horseshoe ovah d e  
do ' , an ' dat ' ll draw ' em . 

(Draw t rad e .  What kind o f  a hous e d id you say ? ) 
In any kinda hous e where d ey operatin ' - i t  draws bus ines s , sellin ' things . 
(S elling liquor . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (119 2 ) ,  20 11 : 10 . ] 
2111 . Use a p enny fo ' luck . 
(How would you do that ? )  . 

Well , yo ' kin take an ' drill yo ' a ho le righ t in de cent er of i t an ' d r ive i t  
i n  de center o f  yo ' do ' - ins ide of yo ' room . Let de h e ad of it b e  f acing ins ide 
an ' wet fo ' nine mo rning s wit Heapts Cologne an ' that will b ring yo ' lu ck . 

(Well , wha t  kind o f luck? ) 
That ' s  f o ' luck fo ' winning money on g ames . [ St .  P e t e rsb urg , Fla . , ( 100 7 ) , 

1 6 2 6 : 1 . ] 
2112 . Take two pennies an ' nail ' em  r ight up to de b o t tom of d e  do ' s i ll - yo ' 

know , und er dat crosspie c e . 
( Und er the sill of the doo r? ) 
Yes sir , und er d e  sill of de do ' .  Dat ' s  lucky to yo ' ,  too - two pennies , two 

rus ty p ennies . 
(Tha t ' s  to b ring in trade to the hous e ? ) 
Yes s i r . [Way cross , Ga . , ( 1084) , 1 7 53 : 8 . ] 
2 113 . To f ix chu re hous e up kind a lak if yo ' wanta keep de po lice an ' any

th ing ou t d ere . Yo ' take a Indian head penny - t ake two Indian head pennies an ' 
s e t  ' em in d e  face of yore do ' [ d emons trates ] .  

(You put one on the righ t  s ide o f  the door and one o n  the o ther s id e  of the 
doo r . ) 

Ya s suh . 
(Which door do you do that at ? )  
De f ront do ' - d e  way dey comes up , dey way dey comes in f ront . 
(That ke eps the law away . ) [ S t .  P eter sburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 2 ) , 1653 : 13 . ] 
2114 . Dr ive a p enny right in de center [ s ill] of yo ' do ' - drive one or two 

pennies , one in de front d o '  an ' one in d e  back do ' .  
(What wou ld that do then? ) 

Well , dat have - yo ' ,0 to de chinaman an ' he got s ome s t ick , good luck s tick . 
Put d at in yore hous e  an yo ' light dat at twelve a ' c lock in d e  day . Da t law 
won ' t come to yo re house . [Good luck stick = j oss stick . ] 

(That wi ll keep the law away ? ) 
Yeah . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1233) , 2089 : 13 . ] 
2115 . If yo ' boot leggin ' an '  yo ' wants tuh have a p lenty cus tomer s - when de 

cus tomers come to yore house yo ' j es '  o ffer them a drink of whi skey an ' a f t er yo ' 
offer dem d is drink of whiskey , yo ' take an ' put the sulphur up undah this g la s s 
they use an ' let i t  s i t  there about an hour , an ' then yo ' take i t  an ' wash i t  ou t 
an ' a fter yo ' wash it ou t an ' rins e  i t  out , y o ' s i t  i t  b ack there an ' yo ' g i t  � 
Ind ian h ead p enni es an ' nail one a t  yore f ront do ' an ' one at chure ba ck do ' , an '  
yo ' ll always have cus tomer s . 
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(Now here ' s  the g las s that he has us ed . You put some sulphur in/ the glass or 
under the bo ttom? ) 

Undah the bot tom o f  the g las s . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1322) , 226 7 : 6 . )  
2116 . Take a p enny an ' nail a penny down to each one of yore do ' s ,  den take 

it an ' dr ive it d own wi t one des e lit tle keen nails . Take an ' drive da t down 
j es '  a s fur as yo ' kin und ah de edge of dat do ' - dat front do ' ,  an ' d ey s aid dat 
bring s luck . An '  one up ovah de top . 

(One up over the top of the door , too? ) 
One up ovah d e  top an ' one down to d e  foot . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1256) , 2129 : 8 . ) 
2117 . Nob ody c an hear us ? [ This root doator , a g ood one , a woman , was evi-

dent ly nervous . Either I nodded or turned o f f  my machine for a moment . ]  
Well , yo ' take yore pennies an ' yo '  put dem down in yore do ' way .  Yo '  take 

three pennies an ' put it d own in yor e do ' way an ' that would keep de o f f i cers from 
de hous e ,  if yo ' was s elling whiskey round de hous e . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1116 ) , 
179 2 : 4 . ] 

2118 . Yo ' git penni es in d e odd year like 17 or 13 , s omepin lak dat , an ' yo ' 
s i t  three of ' em  an ' yo ' p u t  one to de front do ' an ' one t o  d e  b ack do ' an ' one 
in b e tween where they hav e  to cros s  ovah de p ennies , an ' i t  wi ll keep the laW-
away . 

(Where do you put them at the door ? ) 
In de center on the carpe t  s trip . 
(Down at the bot tom? ) 
Yes sir . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1269 ) , 2148 : 2 . ] 
2119 . I f  yo ' wanta engain [gain] cus tomers - i f  yo ' engain cus tomers - j es t 

1ak ah ' m  runnin ' a bus iness , want cus tomers to come mah way , nail a penny to tha t  
[ f ront ) do '  an ' nail one t o  d e  back d o ' an ' nail one tuh d e  b ack p os t  as yo ' go 
ou t down� s t ep .  An ' yo ' eng ain cus tomers . 

(You put i t  right in the center of the door? ) 
Right in d e  c enter of d e  do ' .  
(Down on the f loor . )  
Nail dat p enny heah . 
( On top or underneath? )  
De haid up - d e  penny , dere ' s  a haid on i t . Nai l  it right i n  de center of de 

do ' dere • • •  that is luck an ' that keeps them [ the law) away , too . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  ( 1214) , 2060 : 16 . ] 

2120 . I f  the law ' s  comin ' to yore hous e , you take you s even pennies an ' drive 
holes in ' em  an ' nail one up ovah every do ' yo ' got - it j es t  ' cordin ' to how 
many do ' s  yo '  g ot . But don ' t nail none up ovah no windah but chure front windah . 
Nai l one up ovah every do ' yo ' g ot an ' da t would keep de law down . [Wayc ros s , 
Ga . , (1112 ) , 1785 : 6 . ]  

2121 . Wear in , s ev en pennies roun ' yore neck , da t ' s good luck tuh b ring folks 
money . Yo ' kin take an ' b o '  a hole - d rill a hole in ' em .  Ah got a little gold 
piec e h eah now . I t  not a g o ld piece but i t  a p i ece dat look 1ak a gold piece dat 
ah wus wearin ' . [ I  evidently looked at it . ]  [ Florenc e , S .  C . , ( 1306 ) , 2209 : 10 . ] 

2122 . Say dey take , to b ring ' em  t o  yore hous e , d ey  will take nine pennies 
an ' put ' em  at de f ront par t d ere hous e , an ' dat ' ll keep company dere all de 
time , an ' dey comin ' in . 

(Wher e do you put these nine p ennies ? )  
Right out to d e  f ront of d e  do ' , d ey bury ' em in d e gr ound . 
(Y ou bury them in the g round . All toge ther ? )  

Yo ' b ury dem in de ground al l together . Dat keep people coming . 
[ St .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , (987) , 1593 : 1 . ] 

2123 . A p ers on dat is runnin ' a gamb l in '  hous e  - well , yo ' take a p erson dat 
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is runnin ' a hous e , dey i s de boss o f  dat hous e ,  see . Well , lak d ey want money 
to s tay in dey home ,  s ee - j es '  lak if yo ' comin ' in tuh g amb le ,  see ,  an ' d e  
person want d a t  money tuh s t ay i n  de home . Well , nachur ' lly , d ey ' ll git a can o f  
potash an ' yo '  d ig a hole right tuh yore f ront s t eps . Well , yo ' ll put one can of 
potash down an ' yo ' ll take nine pennies an ' s ew it up into a lit tle bag an '  into 
sulphur , an ' yo ' ll leave dat on top o f dat can of potash an ' yo ' cover i t .  Well , 
d at brings luck into yore home . No policeman kin do yo ' no harm . De money ' ll 
s till b e  in yo re home , see . 

An ' then yo ' take some of dat potash an ' yo ' p o '  it into a b as in of watah an ' 
yo ' go round to eve ' y  one o f  yore room windah an ' th row it up an ' let dat watah 
d reen d own ,  s ee . Wel l , j es '  lak dat watah dr een down d e  p eople ' ll b e  comin ' in . 
Well , j es '  lak d ey come in , well , dat money ' s  leav e  into yor e  home . 

(Just a moment . You throw thi s wat e r  on the windows . On the outs ide or the 
inside ? ) 

On the out s ide an ' le t it dreen down . [ B runswick , Ga . , ( 1207a) , 1985 : 4 . ] 
2124 . An '  a penny , yo ' take a p enny and cut a penny half in two , i f  y ou want a 

b e  lucky wi t money . Yo ' take a p enny an ' cut it hal f in two and put one-half in 
yo ' left pocket and leave de other half home , and yo ' goin ' b e  lucky d en in g et
t ing money in any kind of bus ines s yo ' go at . Oat ' s  luck - ah ' ve test dat out 
that ' s  ' s t reme luck . [ S t .  P e t ersburg , Fla . , (99 5 ) , 1609 : 8 . ]  

2125 . Fo ' good luck , take one penny an ' cut i t  into fo ' pa r t s  an ' take two 
par t s  o f f  d e  head part an ' pu t it in yore hair - j es t  in a li t t le b and ' cros t 
yor e head j es t  lak [ d emons t ra t es ] - let it come down ' long heah ,  an ' wear i t  j es t  
long as yo ' have p lenty g ood luck . 

(What do you do with the other two parts of the p enny then? ) 
Jes ' throw dem away - dey ' s  no good . 
(You cut two part s of the penny . Indian head penny? )  
Indian h ead p enny , yes s ir .  
(And you wear one par t  at one s ide of the top of your head and one at the 

other side , and you hold them ther e with a b and . That is f o r  luck . Any kind o f  
luck? ) 

Any kind of luck . [ S t . P etersbur g , Fla . , ( 1043) , 1693 : 3 . ] 
2126 . Now , i f  yo ' try in ' tuh hoI ' a p lace an ' s omeb ody d on ' t  want chew tuh 

s tay in dat p lace , yo ' take yo ' ten [ eleven] nails an ' yo ' nail ' em  in yo ' do ' 
s ill an ' d en put dat do ' s ill [ door sadd le] on top o f  ' em  an ' put chew one p enny 
an ' na il dat one penny down . Nob ody can ' t  caus e  yo ' tub move o r  do any thin , else 
wit chew d ere . 

(You put ten [ eleven ] nails in a row under the s add le o f  the doo r ? ) 
Righ t undah dat do ' s ill . 
(And a ls o  a penny under there - nail it down . ) 
Nail one [ nail ]  through d e  p enny . 
(You nail one o f  the ten [ eleven ] through the penny? ) 
No , de ' leven one through de penny , b ut let de ' leven - let d e  penny b e  in d e  

middle an ' have five o n  each s ide . 
(But you us e eleven nails ? )  
Oat ' s r ight . Bu t d e  t en  nails i s  sub s tantial [ nec es s ary s tructurally ] , but 

da t penny is f o ' pr o t ec tion b ecus i t ' s  g ot a imag e  on d e  haid watch in ' fo ' yo ' . 
[ The t en nails merely hold the r emov ed sadd le in plac e . A symboli s t  could s ee 

th em as the ten fing ers of the human hands , meaning a guarding hand (hand) on 
each s ide o f  the concealed hand - the nai led p enny . For nai l  as hand , s ee 
marg in- t i t le la t er . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1223) , 207 8 : 4 . ] 

2127 . An '  travelin ' agin . An ' a poah per s on ain ' t  g o t  nuthin , yo ' kin take 
copp er - yo '  know , a penny an ' b ury that in a r ich p er s on ' s  track in de fo ' ks of 
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d e  roads an ' that makes them come from bad tuh good . Dey ' ll be success ful . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (938) , 1517 : 15 . ] 

2128 . [A few prices for hands have already b een g iven - here are mo re : ]  
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I had one man make a hand for me once . He tole me he was go ing to make me a 
lucky hand and he charged me $50  for it . As long as I had that hand he claimed 

I ' d always be  lucky . I was lucky fo r about three weeks and 
luck b egan to change with me . I ' d paid him for his hand then . 
S o  I went to s ee what was in this hand. And I b egan to look . 
And there was some b lack p ieces of s tu f f  that looked like 

MONEY 
P RICES FOR HANDS 

lodes tone , and a whole lot o f  hair , i t  looked like horse ' s  hair , and some clay , 
red blood i t  looked like , all wrapp ed up nice in two p ieces of rag and s ewed over 
again with a piece of canvas bag . I paid $ 50 for that . The canvas b ag was g rey 
and the rags was b lack . I was supposed to put that around my neck and keep i t  
over my heart . Wear it all the time , even at nigh t .  You keep that hand s o  no
body can fix you , and you will always b e  lucky . [ Fredericksbur g ,  Va . ,  (38) , Ed . ]  

2129 . My wife was s ick all the time and she came there to the house and when 
I came in she wanted to sell me a hand. She said I could get a j ob any time . So  
I bought the hand from her . It  was no thing mor e than a p iece o f  red flannel made 
in a bag and some kind of hair . It wasn ' t  no count . I paid a dollar and a half  
for i t . Sh e told .me to carry that in my pocket and if I wanted a j ob to  ask for 
it and I would always g et it . That ' s  what she told me .  I didn ' t do it . 
[Hampton , Va . , (30) , Ed . ]  

2130 . I knew a mans once , he gwine to a man to g it in de gamb lin ' game .  He 
gi ' de man t en dollahs an ' de man g i ' d him 26 ¢ back , an ' he wear a penny in d e  
lef t shoes an ' de  quart er h e  had all cut up , he keep dat i n  his pocket . De penny 
he wear it  in his shoes . 

(And what did he do wi th tha t 25 ¢? ) 
Keep dat in his pocket - s ee ,  he had i t  al l j es '  scratch up . 
(That was all he had to do ?  What did he do that for� ) 
Yes , say dat wus luck fo ' g amb lin ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1233) , 20 89 : 1 . ] 
2131 . [ I  must emphasize S ilver her e , becaus e the si lver coins o f  the United 

S tates o f  Ame rica in the 1930 ' s  and 40 ' s  contained silver and wer e in hoodoo and 

MONEY - SILVER 
witchcra ft magic obj ec ts - s ee Silver in Diagnosis , pp . 204-208 ;  
in Cur e and Protection , pp . 484-49 3 .  Not every bag hand held a 
d ime or silver piece but many o f  them did . ] 

S taht [ s tart ] dat right from a dime . Yo ' use a dime . Yo ' kin do dat from a dime 
to a dollah . Yo ' go tuh work an ' yo '  git chew a ha Ifa pint o f  de very bes t  gin 
liquo� dat chew kin git holt  o f . Take a s ewin ' thimb le an ' yo '  po ' a s ewin ' 
thimb le full a Hearts Co logne into dat haI fa p int o f  gin Ziquo� an ' dat 'mount of 
money , if it ' s  a dime , from a dime on up to a dollah , lak yo '  let it soak dere 
ovah night into dat half pint of gin Ziquo�. An '  yo ' put dat into yore right 
pocket an ' yo ' go befo ' de boss de next mawnin ' . De re ' lly fac ' about it , suh , 
yo ' may have tuh make ' bout three trips . Yo ' may make three trip s b efo ' he make 
any oath - b ef o '  he give yo ' d e j ob .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 7 6 ) , 217 1 : 5 . ]  

213 2 .  They g et a dime f rom a rich man - and h e  went , who he went to I don ' t 
know , and take it to a woman . And she taked it  and put it in a lit tle bag and 
put s ome other s tuf f in - what all sh e put in ther e I don ' t know - and give him ,  
I think i t  was eight verse out d e  Bib le , to r ead that ever ' mornin ' , and g o  down 
and let the man s ee him and tha t  he would hire him .  A man told me that . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 25 5 ) , 25 1 : 7 . 1  

2133 . Yo ' kin take a s ilver dime an ' a p iece o f  b lues tone an ' a piece of 
alum , an ' yo ' kin take a small piece of saltpe ter , an ' yo ' put that tog ether an ' 
wear that . That ' s  good fo ' good luck . 
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( I n  gamb ling ? )  
Yes sir . 
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(Wha t wou ld you put that s tu f f  in ? )  
Wr ap i t  up in a p i ec e  o f  cloth . [ Waycro s s , Ga • •  ( 116 6) , 19 59 : 2 . ]  
2134 . T ake a silver do llar and s crap e the , yo ' know , the United States th ing s 

o f f  it an ' sew i t  up in a s ea led c lo th , an ' dat g ives yo ' good luck . 
(Lu ck for wha t ? ) 

Mos t  any thing . [ S t .  P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 10 1 7 ) , 1647 : 1 . ] 
2 13 5 . Git some ole money ,  o le s i lver money . Take th at and tote it in de 

pocket . Dey say the law can ' t ke tch you . [ Wi lming t on , N .  Car . , ( 249 ) , 246 : 4 . ] 
2136 . Fo ' lu ck in gamb l in '  yo ' us e de John de Conker . Yo ' t ake dat an ' yo ' 

kin pu t i t  in a bag an ' yo ' put chew a little s tee l dus t in d ere an ' pu t chew 4 5 
cents - two dimes an ' a 2 5  cents piece , nu thin wi t even money . 

MONEY - UNEVEN S ee . An ' put dat in a bag an ' wear it in yore po cket . An' yo ' 
take any high [ smelling ] perfume an ' yo ' ' no int dat wi t da t ,  

wi t  dat per fume . I t  seems lak yo ' would g ive de man a amb ition , an ' g ive him 
dose s i lver [ piec es ] , an ' when he b et he b e t  a lways r i ght until d e  o th ah f el lah 
dat is p layin ' wit chew - unders tan ' , he b ea ts him s o  many times unt il he lose 
amb i t ion , see . An ' he b e  a c ertain amount lo s er that away an ' h e  will a lways 
play . When he first s t ar t  los in ' h e  p lays tuh win , when he find out he ' s  losin ' 
he p lays tuh ketch back . An '  he g i t s s o far around d e  fellah , he beat him s o 
much until he j es '  los e  all amb i tion . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1560) , 2 8 5 4 : 5 . ] 

213 7 .  At a certain tim e  o f  de moon - new moon d ey  cal l i t ,  three d ays 
MOON b ef o ' an ' three a f ter , they g i t  up ever ' mornin ' befo ' s unr is e an ' look 

towards de eas t , an ' they wi ll s peak a f ew word s  in prayer an ' their luck 
wi ll come to ' em  that way . Now I tried tha t once on a numbah ah want ed tuh p lay 
an ' it came lak ah s aid . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 107 6) , 17 42 : 8 . ] 

2138 . You c an buy o i l  at the drug store called moving oi l - oonfusion oi l 
they call it , and you spr inkle in f ront o f  the door in the night , you know , s li p  
ar ound and do i n  front wher e they pass , and that wi l l  make th em move i n  a certain 
leng th o f  t ime . They g et a di s turbance in the hous e and they wi ll move . Moving 
oi l or oonfUsion , ei ther one of them .  [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 81 7 ) , 11 58 : 8 . ] 

2 13 9 . Yessuh , i t ' s  c alled a moving powder. Ah ' ve s e en it us ed . Ah nevah 
u s ed i t  mahself but ah ' ve s een i t  used . Spr inkle i t  ar oun ' . [Memphi s ,  T enn . , 
(9 31) , 151 2 : 11 . ] 

2140 . Ye ssuh , they s ay you kin take this here moving powder and s prinkle it 
around the hous e .  That wi ll make you move . [Vicksbur g , Mis s . ,  ( 7 30) ,  1000 : 7 . ]  

2141 . You go to the drug s tor e an ' you g i t  the powder called movin ' powder.  
An ' when you git t h e  b rown powd er [moving powder ] , an ' then you g i t  the movin ' 
liokrish [moving liquid]  - it ' s  green . You mix that liokris h an ' that p owd er 
tog ether into a bot tle an ' shake i t  wel l ; an ' ev ' ry t ime you shake i t , we ll , you 
pas s ' em  a curse over i t . An '  then you go to work an '  sprinkle that at th eir d o ' 
an ' they ' re bound to leave home . [ N ew Or leans , La . ,  ( 803 ) , 1120 : 2 . ] 

2142 . I f  you have a friend that ' s  vi s i t in ' your neighb o r  that you wan t  to 
make move , well you g o  to a cemetery and you g ets some dirt o f f  a gr ave . And you 
go to th e drug s tore , dey g o t wat er they c al l  war water , and you g e t  oi l they 
call moving oi l .  You mix them thr ee together as a powd er . You g ive it to y our 
fri end that vis i t s  in tha t house and sprinkle that hous e th rough and thr ough . In 
a couple of days they will move . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 8 22) , 1186 : 2 . ] 

2143 . Yo ' g i t  d is litt le o l e  mullein dat grow in d e  yard - mu llein , 
MULLEIN you ' ve seen it . Wel l , yo ' git di s mullein and s lip it und er yore 

rug - und er each corner - de fa ' corner s . Dey kin wa lk in , it kin b e  
dere but dey can ' t f ind it . 
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(What can ' t  they f ind ? ) 
Da t whiskey . 
( Th at wi ll keep the law f rom finding i t ? ) 
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Dey kin come der e but d ey can ' t  f ind i t . [Mobi le , Ala . , (676 ) , 89 7 : 3 . ] 
2144 . Nail ' em ,  somepin lak dat - lak yo ' nai l a person when d ey pass in ' by 

lak dat e Take nine nails an ' put ' em  all round in de g round an ' cus s  ' em . Any 
time yo ' nail ,  de nail hurt ' em  an '  de b lood poison will kill ' em . 

NAIL (What would you do with tho s e  nails ? ) 
S t ick ' em  in d e  g round - j es '  make yo '  a r ound ring all round yore hous e 

when yo ' think dat he [polic eman or enemy ] goin ' come b y . See , yo ' d rive dese 
nai ls into him an ' b lood poison him - his f le sh . 

(You driv e  the nails in a circle . )  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1504) , 2671 : 10 . ] 
2 145 . Ah seen ' em nail nine in each do ' , j is '  like yo ' comin ' in d e  front -

nine dere , nine in d e  middle an ' nine heah an ' nine ba ck .  Dat keep de policemen 
away . 

(Nine nails r ight down into that door ? ) 
Nai l  ' em in a c ros s in each door [demonstrat es ] .  
(In the sadd l e  of the door - down wher e you walk over - nai l them in the form 

o f  a cross . ) [Litt le Ro ck , Ark . , (89 7 ) , 1469 : 12 . ] 
2146 . Some people say they use nai ls t o  keep the police - that ' s  another 

thing they s ay to keep the police away an ' keep yor e  enemies out . 
(How do they do tha t ? ) 
They nail one ovah ea ch windah an ' talk to i t  j es '  what evah yo ' want it t o  do , 

an ' ah th ink yo ' dress it with - befo ' yo ' nail it ovah each windah . Yo ' make 
yo ' up s ome sulphur - sulphur is a thing g o es ' b out wi th ever ' thin ' , an ' a li t t le 
graveyard dirt , an ' yo ' dress thi s  nai l .  An ' if you can , go write on i t whut yo ' 
want it tuh do . Yo '  nail one ovah each windah an '  one ovah de do ' , an ' they s ay 
ther e ' s  nu thin kin come ovah ther e .  [ Fay et tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 2 ) , 2637 : 9 . ]  

2 147 . Just like in this pr ec inct wh er e  there Cap t . Barr e t t [ ? ] . You got ta get 
the captain ' s  name , you g o t ta get the lieutenant ' s  name and you g o t t a  g et the 

s ergeant ' s  name . You go t t a  get three names .  You g o tta wri t e  them names 
NAME down , you see . And in your p lace of bus ine ss if th ey come th er e , you put 

i t  r igh t under your counter , you s ee .  And you g o t t a  ad d a li t t le sugar to 
t hat three times a week . You see , that ' l l keep p eace and keep ' em  under cont ro l .  
But you go t t a  have their names . I f you don ' t have their names , you can ' t  do 
nothing . But you g o t t a  have t h e  head offi cial names , no t the police on th e b ea t  
b ecause h e  don ' t do nothing unle ss he ' s  ins tructed to . But the head of f ic ials 
names they gotta have . 

I had that place ther e  and everyb ody ' s  there and everybody is paying $ 10 a 
week , but I was running the place mys elf and I s ay , "Well , I ' m not r unning this 
for no dago [ I talian ] , I can ' t af for d to pay . " Th ey t ell me , "Well , we know 
you ' s  a ll right - go ahead and do the best you can . " Well , I run tha t three 
years and th ey tore the p lace down .  Got trapped a l l  righ t , but got tr apped by 
the Prohib it ion p eople not by the polic e .  N o t  me . Peop le worked th ere .  I d id 
excellen t  bus ines s down there , but I was good with the precinct . 

(When you pass up , you handed this money over to the police? ) 
Well , you suppos ed to g ive the po lice t en do l lars a week . Everybody else was 

doing it . Bu t I was giving them $ 20 a month . S ee , I wasn ' t g iving them no $ 10 
a week , b ec ause I was running it mys el f � couldn ' t afford it . I was making money 
all right but you don ' t  have to let them know tha t . They used t o  come by ther e 
and get quar t s  of wh iskey ,  you know , for nothing and I us ed to tr eat them some 
kind of way . Well , they g ive me a b reak . Got raided there once . That was by 
the Prohibition d epartment . Well , I couldn ' t  do nothing wi th them . 
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(They wouldn ' t  take anything ? ) 
Well , i f  I ' d  a b een there - you see , I know the under cover ag ent , you s ee ,  

but the guy who was working [ for m e ]  supp os ed to know him and didn ' t  know him , 
and he come in and he sold him liquor . See . Well , af t er they got the counts on 
him th ey raid ed p lace , but they didn ' t  take me - they ' d  t aken him . Well , I had 
another b oy in the plac e .  I was r en t ing him and let ting him s tay there and h e  
took s ick and they took care o f  him in the hospital , and a f t er he had th em Prohi
b i tion spotters come around the p lace , and I told him , I say , "I don ' t want thes e 
fellows coming around my p lace . "  Caus e he h ad dogs and as a mat t er of f act they 
want ed him training the dog s , s ee .  We ll , I made him move . He goes on to the 
p o s t  of f i ce and told Mr . Lazell [ ? ]  that the p lac e wasn ' t [what it was supposed 
t o  b e ] . S ee .  Well , I us ed t o  work over at the of f ice for Mr . Lazell . 

(Who were you wor king for when you did this ? )  
Wm .  J .  Burns - Judg e Barnes ' Detective Ag ency . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 6 ) , 

1400 : 3 . ]  
2l4S .  Jes ' wri te it on a piece o f  p apah , j es '  wri t e  the ir name down , put i t  

on a p iece of papah an ' f lush d e  toi le t . Dat ' ll make dere wa ter run an ' dat ' ll 
give ' em  a runnin ' mind. [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 1 55 7 ) , 2831 : 4 . ] 

2149 • Lak if he say ,  "Ah ' 11 hire yo ' maybe two-thr ee days . "  An ' when he gi t 
chew in der e ,  yo ' f ind out whut his name i s  an ' then when he tell yo ' his name , 
yo '  say lak dis t o  yores elf . Yo ' don ' t  have to let him know an ' n ei ther his 
wif e .  De way yo '  do � yo ' turn , look eas t .  Cour se ah gi ts f ive dollar s f o ' dis . 
Ah don ' t t el l  ev ' rybody dis one . All right , we look eas t lak dis an ' j es t say , 
"De Lord is mah shepher d . " 

[ Hard to hear - she turns f rom mic rophone . Af ter a while I hear myself say : ]  
(Wi ll you say that toward me . I didn ' t hear some of the wor ds . I don ' t hear 

v ery well . )  [ See Introduct ion f or my hearing . ]  
All rightee , all right ee . 
Yo ' look eas t , yes , an ' yo ' say , "De Lord is mab sheph er d , de L o rd is mah 

s hepherd , de Lord is mah shepherd . "  [ Three times . ]  An ' then yo '  say , ' 'My Lor d , 
my Lord , has t  thou forsaken me? My Lord , my Lor d , has thou f or s aken me? My 
Lord , my L ord , ha s thou f or saken me? Three t imes . An ' then yo ' s ay ,  cal l h is 
[ b o s s ' s ]  name , and say , "Lord , have mercy upon S ech-an ' - sech-a-one . Peace be 
s t il l ,  he know no t wha t  h e ' s  doin ' . Lord , have mer cy up on S ech-an ' -s e ch-a-one . 
P eace b e  s t ill , he know not what h e ' s doin ' . Lor d , have mercy upon S ech-an ' 
s e ch-a-one , he knows not what h e ' s doing . "  [Thr ee times . ]  

An '  h e  will b egin to keep you on dat j ob . 
( He wi ll keep you on the j ob ? ) 
Yes s ir , yo ' ll stay der e .  [Way cr o s s , Ga . , ( IllS) , 1 7 9 5 : 4 . ] 
2 150 . You g et your bo ss ' s name , you take bott le of sweetened wat er - swe et -

sweet - sweet - and you put your boss ' s  name in there and your name , and you t ake 
it and you shake it up . [This is the mag i c  rite o f  shaking . ]  Ev ' ry now and then 
you th ink about that and you shake - shake it up . Now , you go and do tha t this 
morning . All right .  You s ay , well , I ' m go ing down this morning - you done f ixed 
th e b o t t l e  - I ' m g oing down this morning and see what my b oss s ay .  Well , your 
boss - you going - mayb e you ' d  have it in your pocket and - not too larg e  - j us t  
big enough s o  when you b e ' s talking to your bos s , you be hav ing it like this -
swinging it - swing ing your hand - shaking i t - j us t  like th at [ d emons trat es ] .  
We ll , you ' ll get him - sp irit up - you get his interes t .  He may star t up l ike 
tha t and want to say - it look like he want to say s omething and he d on ' t  want 
to . You j us t  keep - s haking it - shaking it - shaking it . And af ter whi le he 
wi ll s ay ,  "Oh , come back tomorrow . "  You go on home and do that same thing , th e 
s ame way ,  and the b o s s  done give you a j ob .  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 6a ) , 1211 : 1 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 6 19 

2 151 . I f  yo ' know de boss name , yo ' git  chew a piece of High John de Conker 
root an ' pu t dat same cayenne peppah an ' s alt in it ' fore yo ' leave home , an ' 
says , "Name , son-o f-bitch , ah h ave to have a j ob .  Ah want mah j ob back . "  An ' 
yo ' talkin ' to d e  root . An ' d en put i t  in yore pocket an ' go on down dere an ' 
he say , " Come heah , John , go tuh work.  What ' s  de mat t er ?  Where yo ' b een? " 
[Wilson ,  N .  Car . , ( 1504 ) ,  2671 : 5 . ]  

2 15 2 . (You get the boss ' s  name ? )  
An '  wr i t e  it down , see . Well , yo ' b ring i t  home an ' yo ' take s alt an ' sugah 

an ' spr inkle it ovah dis piece of papah whut choo got de boss ' s  name on it • • •  
an ' wear it in yore shoe f o ' nine days ,  an ' j is '  keep a-goin ' back , b ack tuh him .  
An ' git ch ew some of dis heah oil of clover an ' oil o f  b ergamine [bergamot ] an '_ 
mix it togethah , an ' Jockey Club aerfume an ' mix it together . [Thr�e perfumes . ]  
Gi t chew some root dey call John e Conker . See , af tah yo ' got his name in yore 
shoe , well , yo ' put dat oil of clover an ' oil of bergamine wit dat Jockey Club 
per fume . Dat Jockey C lub per fume keeps dat oil o f  clover and oil o f  b ergamine 
f rom smellin ' an ' yo ' sprinkle it on yo ' .  An ' den yo ' have dat John de Conker 
vine or root in yore mouth an ' yo ' chew it well , an ' when yo ' walk up to j im 
talkin ' about j obs , see he ' ll git de influence of  dat odor , an ' den y o '  be j is '  
sp ittin ' j is '  lak yo ' chewing tobacco , an ' yo ' keep a-g oin ' dere an ' event ' lly 
he ' ll g ive yo ' a j ob .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 40) , 1522 : 1 . ] 

2 153 . You take the boss ' s  name and wri t e  i t nine times and fold i t  to you , 
and wear it  in your left shoe under the - you know , under the s tr ip in your shoe . 
Fur that makes the boss patient , you know , puts his mind on you , and it  will 
natch ' ly ,  if the boss g et his mind on you , he ' s  cons iderin ' you fur work or fur 
rai s e  of salary . Something tha t confuses the boss ' s  mind in your favor . 
[Memph is , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 15 76 : 7 . ] 

2 154 . I don ' t know how to get h im · to give you a j ob ,  but I know how to hold 
a j ob .  

(All righ t , how ' s  that ? )  
Well , I use his name the same way . I write his name down nine times . I write 

my name down nine times across the other way .  [ A  cross i s  made with the names . ]  
I fold it to me , each t ime I fold i t  I make a wish , and I wear i t  down in the 
sole of my sho e .  

(What shoe are you wearing that in? ) 
I 'm wearing i t  in the les t shoe - in the lef t , I wanta say .  
(The lef t shoe , I s ee .  That ' s  to hold your j ob ? )  
Yes , s ir . [ New Or leans , La . , (866) , 140 4 : 5 . ]  
2155 . You can take a piece of paper ab out that s quar e ,  abou t that round , and 

write his name on i t  thr ee times and yourn . Take the inner sole of your shoe up 
and put [ it ]  down ther e and wear it  in your shoe . You have heard people say , " I  
got you under my feet . "  That ' s  what they mean - "I got you under my feet . 1 I [New 
Or leans , La . , (804) , 113 1 : 4 . ] 

215 6 . He likes her and she don ' t like him , he c an take and write her name 
nine t imes backward and wear i t  in his lef t shoe with a s i lver d ime and that wi ll 
caus e her to be wanting h im all the t ime .  S ee ,  he can make her like him wi th 
his - wi th her name , caus e he got her in h is shoe , she can ' t help her self . [New 
Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 8 3 ) , 10 88 : 8 . ] 

215 7 . One I lived with abou t s ix years - the firs t girl I lived wi th - she 
had my name writ all kind of ways , and cinnamon and sugar wearing in the bottom 
of h er shoe . That ' s  for peace . 

(How do you mean she had your name wri tten all kinds of ways ? )  
Sh e had i t  seven dif f ' rent ways , cause I looked a t  seven di ff ' rent ways -

Thomas Keeler , Thomas Keeler , Thomas Keeler , Thomas Keeler - j us t  cross , cros s .  
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And had cinnamon and sugar wearing in the b o t tom of her shoes . When I found i t  
I was j us t  sett ing on the side o f  t h e  b ed , you know , and I pi cked u p  her shoe . 
I and h er us ed to f ight qui t e  a who le lot .  [ N ew  Or leans , La . , ( 7 9 6 ) , 1109 : 13 . ] 

2158 . Wel l , if you want to make ' im love you , you take their name and y ou 
wr ite ' em on a piece of brown paper - w r i t e  i t  nine times , b a ckwards . And th en 
af t er you wri t e  i t  nine t imes b ackwards , you take i t  and you fold i t  [ towa rd you ] 
in to that name , and you take tha t name and you get y ou a b o t t le of holy wa ter . 
You know what holy wat er is , huh ? 

(Yes . )  
You take that b o t t l e  o f  holy wa t er and put that thing down in there and you do 

like this - j us t  shake it b ef or e you put i t  in there . And af t er you pu t  i t  in 
t her e ,  you s et it up in the north corner of the hous e wher e nob ody can ' t  see it , 
in the dark . And they ' ll fix you wi th tha t . 

(What will happ en to you ? ) 
Well , you can ' t - you ' ll love him j us t  b et ter than ever . [ N ew  Or leans , La . ,  

(7 9 7 ) , 1110 : 14 . ] 
2159 . S ome women wear it in nations saaks or in a saak. Tha t ' s 

NATION SACK for money . 
(What kind of sack? ) 

Li t t le sacks d ey wear around you c alled nations saaks . 
(Wher e do they wear them? ) 

Wear i t  ar ound their wai s t . 
(What do they wear these s acks for? ) 

You kin keep yore money in it - keep yor e  Zuaky s tuff in i t . 
[ The term nati on saak was well known in the Memphis ar ea , les s known in New 

Orleans and Mob ile . It was unknown along the Eas t Coas t - Maryland through 
Florida . See an exc ellent account of this arti c le in my int ervi ew wi th The 
Nation Saak Woman . ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 6 2 ) , 1551 : 15 . ] 

2160 . Take d e  chicken aig an ' let de aig dry until - yo ' br eak .d e aig an ' 
af t ah i t  dry , yo ' use dat ya1lah . Wear it in a li t t le bag dey call a nation bag 
an '  s ew it up with �hite thread an ' let de per s on wear i t . 

[ In the New Or leans area , which includ es upr iver Memphis , s ome women wear a 
concealed b ag or sack containing one or more obj ects : g ood-luck p iece , hand , 
art ic l e  t o  hold man , money , j us t ab out any thing . I never saw one of th es e b ag s . 
My impres s i on b efor e Wo rld War II was that f ormer ly they had b een fr equent ly used 
but wer e  b ecoming o ld-fashioned , s carc e . Women , of cour s e , have known treasure 
bags for cen turies . The read er may re call the Fr ench widow who carr ied her 
husb and ' s  ashes about h er neck 1 Nati on bag or saak was unknown by th is name on 
the Eas t Coas t during my collecting days . ]  [ I  have l e f t  this 0 1� commen t d esp ite 
the prec eding , newer one . ] 

(What do you do that for? ) 
Da t ' s  tuh keep ' em in a home , tuh keep ' em  from movin ' . Yo '  take dat ya1 lah 

of an aig an ' sew it in a li t t le sack an ' wear i t , an ' de p er s on dat tryin ' tuh 
make ' em  move £ain ' t  do ' em  any harm . Whenevah dey have any int ention tuh d o  
anything to yo ' , why da� ' ll take an ' r elieve ' em  - d a t  per tect ion f rom yore 
enemi es . Take de ye11ah of an aig . 

(You have to let tha t egg d ry f i rst . )  
An '  de� take it an ' put i t  in a little bag an ' s ew i t  an ' wear i t  on yor e 

p erson . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 3 7 ) , 1516 : 12 . ]  
2161 . Hull d e  "pee1in ' s  of fen de red onion 1ak dat an ' y o '  kin t o t e  ' em  in 

yore nation saak an ' d at b ring s  luck to yo ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 954) , 1539 : 25 . ]  
2162 . Put nine needles round yore neck . 
(Tell me th e whole s tory . How would you do that ? )  
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Well , now dey t ells me - yo ' know , they s aid d ey git nine needles an ' put ' em 
on a s t ring an ' then git a s topper an ' s tick ' em  down in there , yo ' know , tuh 

keep it from s tickin ' . They t ell me that b r ings luck on in yore house . 
NEEDLE (Where do you keep this ? )  

Let ' em  hang down - let ' em  ext end from - put ' em  on a s tr ing yo ' know 
an ' then take yo ' a s topp er an ' s tick d e  point of it down dere - let ' em  extend 
right down der e  [demons trates ] .  

(Hang down to the midd le of your s tomach . What do you do that for ? )  
That ' s  t o  bring luck in yor e hous e . [ Savannah , G a . , ( 1272) , 2153 : 5 . ] 
2163 . I went to a man once - my husband went away - an ' he fixed up a lit tle 

r ed [ f lannel ]  ball , an ' he tole me to go to the f ront door j is '  befote sunr is e 
an ' take nine needles j is t  one at a time for nine mornin ' s , an ' s t ick in that 
ball an ' he ' ll r eturn . He ' d  b een gone away two years an ' I hadn ' t heard from 
him , an ' ins ide o f  s ix mont ' time he did come back .  [Red ball symboli z es hear t . ]  
[ Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 3 2 6 ) , 262 : 2+85 . ] 

2164 . Yo ' kin take a needle - two needles , char coals an ' r ed f lannel wit some 
other graveyaPd dus t an ' put whis key on it an ' dat will g ive you good luck . 

[Three ingredients ar e in the sack ; whiskey fe eds i t . ]  
(Good luck in what particular ly ? )  
In g amb ling . [Waycross , Ga. , ( 10 76 ) , 1 7 43 : 3 . ] 
2165 . Yo ' kin take yo ' nine eye needles an ' iron nails , put it  in a vial , 

bottle , an ' put it up in de chimley corner - hang it up de chimley an ' no law 
or nuthin wouldn ' t  come dere to ' s turb yo ' atall . 

(What els e d o  you put in that bottle? You s aid b ef ore . ) 
Chamber lye , iron nails an ' eye needles . Put in one dos e  vials about dat 

larg e . 
[ Urine in ch imney , needles and nails are well-known pro t ective devices agains t 

witches . Ey e needZe - informant does not mean the normally us ed go ldeye needle 
of hoodoo - is very unusual ,  meaning it is not the eyeles s needle for knitting . ]  
[Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 239 ) , 2109 : 7 . ]  

2166 . They take two need les an ' s ome b lack peppah an ' put it in a bag an ' 
put it under the f ront do ' ,  one in the front an ' one in the b ack do ' , in a red 
f lannel bag , an ' that keeps the law from the front an ' back .  [Richmond , Va . , 
(381) , 3 22 : 4 . ] 

216 7 . Ah ' ve known ' em to take needles , i f  yo '  got a cas e  in co ' t . Yo '  kin 
put a dime r ight d ere right up in yore head dat - de d ime r ight in de mole [mold ] 
of yo ' haid , an ' yo '  put a needle like dat [ demons trat es ] ,  an ' a need le heah , a 
needle dere , a needle dere . 

(You put the needles around that dime . )  
Around dat dime . 
(Four needles . )  
Uh-huh . 
(Like a cross over that dime . )  
Uh-huh . 
(These f our needles - each one is point ing to tha t dime . ) 
Yes . 
(Th e  needles in the shape of a cross . )  
Uh-huh . An ' d ey ain ' t nu thin - d ey couldn ' t - hand le de case to save dey life . 
[ I f  the prisoner has hair enough to conceal this hand , the practical way of 

using it would b e  to sew a cloth cover over the dime , s o  that- the needles could 
b e  held bett er in place .  The four needles - over that dime o r  around that dime -
form a t ick-tack-toe figure either by chording the d i�e or by s quaring the cir
cumf er ence of the dime ; in the former each nee�le is twice bisected by the dtme ,  
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in th e lat t er the dime is a c ir c le ins c rib ed in the cent ral s quare . The needles 
are po int ing toward and away from the dime a t  the same t ime . I f the f our needles 
p o ints ar e s t ag g er ed - point , head , point , head - they wi ll poin t  toward the four 
aorners of the �or Ld , making a crown . A crown o f  tho rns? A symbo l i s t  could find 
heaven and earth in this des ign . How many cr o s s es ar e there? ] [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
( 1 1 26 ) , 183 2 : 4 . ] 

NINE DAYS 
2 16 8 . I ' ve heard i t  said , i f  you want d e  boss man to hold you on a 
j ob ,  dat always go to ' im in a humb le way ;  an ' if you went to ' im in 
a humb l e  way , h e  migh t turn you o f f , but if you j i s '  keep a-g oin ' f e r  

nine days , an ' a f t er nine days he ' ll t ake you on . [Nine days is a frequent t ime 
formula . ] [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 23 4 ) , 159 : 5+85 . ]  

2169 . Yo ' g o  to a whi t e  oak t ree an ' g i t  de 
OAK de root . 

(Any side o f  the t ree? ) 

root o f  i t , righ t up close to 

No s uh , d e  no ' th si d e  o f  i t . T ake a wh i t e  c lo th an ' wrap it [ root ] up in a IiI 
p i ece o f  c lo th , an ' take a IiI smal l  p i ec e  [ o f roo t ]  yo ' know far [ larg e ]  enough 
to do anything , an '  put i t  up ovah the do ' where yo ' g o t t a  go past in an ' out , 
an ' dat ' s  luck.  Da t ' s  f o ' luck lak i f  yore gamb lin ' ,  lak i f  yo ' run a gamb lin ' 
hous e , anything lak dat - yo ' know , s e llin ' wh iskey or d op e  or any thing lak dat . 
Keep de law away . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 6 ) , 2 6 4 7 : 3 . ] 

2170 . Yo ' us e a oliv e  o i l  an ' d en yo ' hav e  a per fume - a Luaky perfume da t 
ch ew us e . An '  yo ' rub dat all ovah yore han ' s  an ' put i t  on yo re clothes an ' 

OL IVE OIL 
go down an ' g it clo s e  enough to him f o ' him d en tuh inhale , yo ' know 
s o  he kin smel l  i t , an ' talk with him .  I f  h e  don ' t g ive yo ' a ) ob 
den h e ' l l  t ell yo '  tuh come back , an ' yo ' mo ' den ap t tuh g i t  work 

tuh do .  [ O l ive o i l  is cons id er ed more or less holy - see Ho ly O i l . The per fume 
app lied later reduces the olive oil odor . ]  [ L i t t le Ro ck , Ark . , ( 9 0 0 ) , 147 3 : 8 . ]  

2 17 1 .  Mighty good fo ' that . 
(How do they us e tha t ? ) 

I 
\ 

Well , yo ' us e tha t on yore face an ' han ' s  a f t er yo ' g i t  through wi th yore 
t o i let in de momin ' an ' yo ' br eakf as t an ' every th ing . Yo ' let that be the las t  
thing yo ' d o  b efo ' yo ' g o in '  tuh yor e bus ines s , an ' yo ' j es ' take a li t t le olive 
oil an ' rub i t  ovah yo re f ace an ' ovah yo re han ' s like tha t in th e mornin ' s  an ' 
that b rings luck an ' b r ing s f r i ends to yo ' . That ' s  mighty g ood . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , 
( 11 6 6 ) , 19 59 : 3 . ] 

2 17 2 . Dey say i t ' s  good t o  keep in yor e home - d ey ' s  luck - j es '  tuh 
ONI ON have onions in yore home , red onions . An ' dey s ay yo '  take de out side , 

peel it an '  burn i t , an ' yo ' know make the wi sh to yor es e l f  - yo ' ll b e  
lu cky . M o s t  any home yo ' go in , yo ' ll s e e  ' em , both wh ite an ' co lo red . 
[ Florence , S .  Ca r . , ( 1 29 3 ) , 2 19 3 : 14 . ] 

2 1 7 3 . Yo '  g i t  a red onion - yo ' us in '  ' em  in yore hous e .  Well , don ' t le t d e  
p eelin ' s hi t de flo ' . Burn d em  up ,  d e  hull , b ecause i t  makes a confus ion in yo re 
hous e - makes a b i g  fuss in yor e hous e .  [Alg ier s , La . , ( 15 9 3 ) , 29 9 5 : 2 . ] 

2 17 4 .  Burn sulphur an ' onion pee lin ' s t ogether an ' da t ' ll d raw mens t o yore 
hous e wi t money , an '  all lak dat . 

(When do you b urn tha t ? ) 
Yo ' kin burn it in de morning . [ Waycross , G a . , ( 10 6 3 ) , 1 7 2 2 : 9 . ]  
2 1 7 5 . She burn inc ens e . An ' then she take de peelin ' of fa red onions , she 

burn de peelin ' . An ' she put ' em  on de s t ove on a b rown piece o f papah an ' 
sp rinkle sug ah an ' let ' em burn ev ' ry mawnin ' .  She s ay dat b r ing luck . 

(You mean j us t  that dry p eeling o f f  the onion? She burned the dry p eeling -
j us t the d ry p eeling ? )  

J is ' de dry peelin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 1 7 ) , 1486 : 1 . ] 
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217 6 . Dey say yo ' take a red onion an ' pu t it  on yore s tove i f  yo ' s ellin ' 
whiskey an ' it  will  keep de law ou t chure hous e . 

(How do you mean , put it on the s tove? ) 
Jes ' take an ' cut dat end of f lak yo ' gain ' cut i t  half in two an ' lay it on 

de s tove an ' let it burn . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1414) , 2545 : 14 . ] 
217 7 . Take your onion , a raw onion and put it  in the middle o f  the fish , 

don ' t spr inkle it , j ust  take a who le onion and put it in there . You clean it and 
put it on in the fish , and you ain ' t  going to have none left - all them going to 
be sold out .  

(That ' s when you ' re having your fish fpy . Do you put it in each fish? ) 
That ? No , j ust  put that in the ski llet in the fir s t  fish you fry - j us t  that 

whole onion in th e middle of  it when it ' s  frying . Put it on top o f  the fish 
there and let your fish fry .  And your next one [ skille t ]  you fry ,  j us t  put it 
on there , all your f ish will b e  eat . 

(Each f ish that you fry? ) 
Not each f ish , j us t  in the front of the skillet . Turn your fish over and take 

the onion up and s et it back , don ' t  set it where it ' ll burn , set it on top of 
there . You clean i t  but you don ' t cut it up . Use cat fish and buf falo . All of 
them will s ell out . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 859) , 1366 : 16 . ] 

2178 . Yo ' take table salt an ' yo ' put it in de palm o f  yore hand , j es '  a 
lit tle , an ' yo ' bui ld yo ' a fire . Yo ' take onion peelin ' s  an ' put i t  in de palm 
of yore hand , say , "God de Father , God de Son , God de  Holy Spiri t , "  an '  throw dis 
in de fire . " Strike de f ire in mah hous e .  Br ing succes s an ' peace an ' money an ' 
friendship in mah home . "  Yo ' throw i t  in dat b lazin ' f ire . 

(And you take each one of  thos e things that you say and throw them into the 
f ire? )  

Oat ' s  right - d e  salt . 
(The salt and thos e pieces of onion? ) 
No , yo ' put de onion in yore hand an ' j es ' three pinch of salt . 
(Three pinches o f  s alt on the f ire? ) 
Three heads - God de Father , God de Son , an ' God de Holy Spirit . 
(That is to b ring in cus tomers . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206 ) ,  2035 : 3 . ]  
2179 . Onions i s  very lucky things t o  us e .  Yo ' take a red oni on an ' you take 

the out side offa dat onion , d en yo ' burn dat onion in yore hous e fo r nine days -
it ' s  lucky . Yo ' always burn yo ' onion - dat ' s  very ,  very lucky . Ye s , a red 
onion is lucky . 

Den yo ' kin carry dat onion an ' dat ' ll make yo ' lucky . 
I f  yo ' steal a red onion - yo ' go an ' pick up a red onion quick , steal it , an ' 

use dat in yore pocket . That ' s lucky . [ Waycr os s , Ga . , ( 1116) , 1793 : 7 . ]  
2180 . Dey say if de law b e  af ' j oo [after you ] , dey s ay you g i t s  a red onion 

an ' put a dime in i t ; j is t  tote dat in you ' pocket . Den d ey say if you happen 
to s ee de law or anyt ' in ' , you know , j is '  squeeze dis onion , you know , like dat , 
an '  dey say dey keep right on by you . [Wi lmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 27) , 22 1 : 6 . ]  

2 181 . You kin take a red onion and put nine drops of spirits  of turpentine 
on it and a half t easpoonful of salt , and a piece of  homespun , and take dat , wear 
it on you . And b eat it up real f ine , if you ' re in any troub le [with the law ] . I 
was goin ' wit a man and he didn ' t  like da t [using a whole onion ] , and he beat it  
up  fine and s queezed dat  j uice in his  shoe .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 260) , 2 54 : 6 . ]  

2182 . Take a red onion an ' cut it in four pieces an ' sprinkle s alt on it an ' 
tie it  up tight in a hand ' chi ef or j is t  any ole kin ' of cloth , a clean cloth , an ' 
tote dat aroun ' in yore [ left ]  pocke t  an ' when yo ' go d ere yo '  spr inkle a lit t le 
su lphur at de door an ' when yo ' b e  talkin ' [ to the boss ] j is '  mash de onion down 
in yor e han ' s tight , hoI ' it tigh t . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 30 1) , 2 28 : 5+85 . ]  
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2183 . You take a r ed onion an ' rub it on yer haid , an ' take a little piece of 
it an ' chew it - a little p iece of i t . I t ' s  a little r oot th a t  choo git out of 
the wood s , it ' s  got a green leaf wi th black spots on it - they call i t  Ad am an ' 
Eve . I t ' s  supposed to be a lucky r oot . An ' it ' s  another one called the High 
John the Conker. You kin take that an ' put it in a bot tle an ' put some Hearts 
Cologne on i t  an ' it will drink it up in two or thr ee days . An ' you keep ,  you 
know , puttin '  it on there .  An ' j es '  like whoms oevah you wan ' to gi t  a j ob of , 
you j es t  wear that - you know , j es t sprinkle it on yers e1 f an ' j es t  let l im git  
a whiff of  it . [ Wilmingt on ,  N .  Car . , ( 19 1) , 9 4 : 1+85 . ]  

2184 . You take a red onion an ' git  choo a rice r ? ]  button - well , that ' s  a 
white button j is t  about ' tween as b ig as ' tween a ten-c ent an ' a nickel . You put 
a hole in the onion thataway , you s ee .  Well ,  you put that button inside of the 
onion . Then you git some spice an ' put inside , j is t  put in there  an ' cork that 
onion up , an '  keep that s t ring in there an ' put i t  aroun ' yore wais ' .  Caus e I 
know a man who fixed mah brother up like that . He had l im on a $ 500 bond . When 
h e  come to cour t the j ury acquit ' im .  [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 3 28) , 266 : 3+85 . ]  

2185 . You g o  to a f or tune tellah an ' you tell l im - he ast you whut you want . 
You t ell ' im  you wan ' a j ob .  He ' ll go back an ' he ' ll g it ' im a red onion , t ake 
the knife an ' cut that r ed onion in half , put  a penny betwixt it [ the halves ] , 
take a p iece of thr ead an '  wrahp it  aroun ' an ' tie it back together , an '  go in 
the woods an ' git  ' im three pieces of b lacksnake root an ' cross ' em .  You cross 
two like that , then take the othern an' lay i t  like - kin t a  looks like that , you 
see [ demons trates ] . 

(Like a rail f ence . )  
An ' them thr ee pieces cros sin ' one ' nother , take the thread an ' tie ' em  to

gethah . You keep it in you ' pockit an ' b efo ' git to ' im you s tart to rubbin ' 
' em ,  the little s t icks togethah - j is '  like that . Then you take that red onion 
an ' tie it in the cornah of you ' han ' ke ' chief , an ' a li ttle befo ' you g i t  to l im ,  
you take that han ' ke ' chie f an ' wipe you ' face . Don ' t nevah look down - always 
look l im in the eye if you gon I a  as t ' im fo ' a j ob .  He couldn ' t  help from givin ' 
it to you . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 18 7 ) , 88 : 5+85 . ] 

2186 . Git a red onion . You know how a r ed onion is . Git  a r ed onion and cut 
it four ways . You cut it like tha t and then cu t i t  like that [ demons trates ] .  ---

(The onion is quar tered . )  [See corr ec tion later . ]  
And then pu t  salt each way . 
( Salt in the f our ways you cut i t . )  
Salt in the four ways you cut it . 
(You cut it all the way through? )  
No , don ' t  al l the way through ; j is t  split [ g irdle ] i t  so the  s al t  kin git  in 

it . Then take you a s tring and wrap it right around i t  [putting the s tring in 
the gird led cuts or grooves ] ; then put it in yer pocket , either pocket choo want 
to . But b efo ' you do that , you git up in the mornin ' and put cher underwear on 
wr ong side outwards , put yer socks on wrong side outwar d - put all yer under
clothes on wrong s ide outward . Then take that onion and fi ll it [ the cuts ] full 
of salt and put it in yer pocket . Have you ever heard people say ,  "How come you 
do so-and-s o-and-s o ? "  [The ques t ioned person answers ]  "I knows mah onions . "  
Have you ever heard that said? ) 

(Yes . )  
Well , tha t ' s  wha t  it is . 
Then you put some salt in your shoes , git  choo some ole Hearts Cologne , then 

git choo ole John de Conker an ' j is t  put it on ; put some Hearts Co logne on that 
ole John de Conker , and take that ole Hearts Co logne and put it all over yah . 
Any man ' ll give you a j ob .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 284) , 201 : 3+85 . ]  
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2187 . Git choo a red onion and put choo nine p ins in there - nine needles , 
either one , j is '  as it somepin with a sharp point . Take it and wear i t  in y er 
pocket . Make you a wush , j is '  like you wush fer somepin - I ' ll go here and wush 
dis man would give me j ob this mornin ' .  Well , of course he might not give i t  to 
you right off , bu t choo s tan ' aroun ' a little while and dey say you ' ll git it . 

[ Red onion - like red flannel b aIl or bag for hands - symbolizes the human 
heart . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 290) , 208 : 6+8 5 . ]  

2188 . Yes sir , yo ' take dat onion an ' put chew nine p ins - de red onion , yo ' 
know dese big ole red onions . Yo ' put chew nine pins in it . Well , j es '  how 
many ' s  in dat case , yo ' gits every one o f  ' em .  Well , when de  j urors g o  i n  j es '  
tighten on dat onion - j es '  squeez e dat onion j es '  as tight as yo ' kin squeeze 
whils t de j urors is decidin ' on de cas e .  Yo ' know , de j urors - whu t d ey does . 
Hold dat onion j es ' as  tight as yo ' kin ho ld it . An ' den when de  come out y� J 
hoZ ' dat onion on dat j udg e .  Dat j udge will pass d e  s ent ence an ' h e may cle�r 
yo ' an ' h e  might give yo '  two days . But if it ' s  a fo ' or f ive yeah case , he '  
ain ' t  gon ' a  give yo ' a s entence o f  thirty days . [ For ho Lding something on person 
or obj ect see No . 43 6 ,  p . 13 7 ; man hoZding knif e on a ligh t . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(1326) , 2 27 0 : 10 . ] 

2189 . I have hear t ell of ' em  us in ' onions wit nine pins in ' em - stickpins . 
Well , yo ' take a red onion an ' yo ' bo ' yo ' a hole all de  way through de onion in 
de middle part of it , an ' yo ' put a s tring in dere an ' yo ' tie dat s tr ing around 
your neck an ' let it hang somewheres roun ' yore wais t an ' put nine s tickpins in 
it , an ' yo '  j es '  wear d at roun ' dere unt il it git to de p lace yo ' know , dat it 
dri es up , an ' yo ' have to rechang e i t . Bu t when yo ' rechange it , conceal it wi t 
d e  same nine p ins d at yo ' put in it at firs t ,  whether i t  b e  de  same onion or not ; 
but which an ' evah it gits so small an ' dry in , up on yo ' , gitin ' hard , yo ' take 
de nine p ins out whut yo ' put in de firs t an ' put in de s econd one . Continue wit 
dat - keep it dataway . Bu t soon as one dry up , why exchange wit anothah one . 

(What wi ll that do for you? ) 
That ' s  suppos ed to be luck fo ' s elling whiskey . [Stickpins are not ornamental 

pins but ord inary p ins ; likewise s traight pin in following rite . ] [ Florence , S .  
Car . , ( 1306 ) , 2209 : 9 . ] 

219 0 . If yo ' wanta git a j ob ,  yo ' g it ch ew a red onion an ' yo ' take dat red 
onion an ' yo ' pack dat red onion wit SUlphur , "In de Name of de Father , de Son 
an ' de Holy Ghos t . "  Den yo ' take yo '  s ome good perfume an ' yo '  po ' it down in 
dat hole , "In d e  Name of de Father , de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t , "  an ' stick nine 
straight pins in it , an ' yo ' go to apply fo ' a j ob an ' it ' s  hard fo ' ' em tuh turn 
yo ' down .  [See s tickpin in pr ec ed ing rit e and singZe pin in following rite . ] 
[ Florence , S . Car . , ( 1308) , 2213 : 1 . ] 

219 1 .  Take yo ' a r ed onion , s ee ,  take a penc il an ' mash yo '  nine holes in it 
an ' yo ' fill dat up - dat hole - d em  nine hole - j es ' f il l  ' em  up wit sulphur , 
an ' phys iC salts an '  tab le salt - sulphur , an '  yo '  got chure red peppah , yo ' put 
it in dere . Den yo ' s top ' em  back up , j es t  s ea l  it up wit a piece of papah or 
somep in lak dat ti ll it git cake [ d ]  in dere . If  i t  s tand , it  will git hard in 
dere . Yo ' take nine sing le pins an ' s tick in de end of i t  - roun ' lak dat , right 
in de  end of de onion - see , de top come out de top o f  de onion - s tick ' em  right 
roun ' in dere .  Den yo ' take it an ' yo ' wear it in yore lef t-hand pocke t on de 
b ack t ill it git dry , den yo ' keep it an f yo ' ll b e  lucky from d en right on . But 
chew keep de  onion . 

(What kind of luck do you do that f or? ) 
Gamb ling , so forth an ' so  on . 
[See s tickpin and s traight pin in two preceding rites . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 

( 1303) , 2203 : 3 . ]  
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2192 . Yo ' kin take a red onion an ' twe lve s t raight p ins an ' s t ick ' em  down in 
dere an ' put de onion in s ulphur an ' wrap i t  up good . Keep it wrapped up an ' 
wear it in yore pocket , an ' yo ' g o  out on de s tr eet anywhere like yo ' boostin ' 
cus tomers , yo ' have it in yore pocket an ' yore han ' in der e  on it  t ight , an ' yo ' 
talk to ' em , squeeze it tigh t  an ' da t gives good luck , an ' dey ' ll come aroun ' an ' 
[ that ] draws ' em .  

(You do that i f  you are in any kind o f  bus iness . )  
Boot1eggin ' or anything . [ Flor ence , S .  Car . , (1298 ) , 219 9 : 1 . ] 
219 3 . Burn incent an ' take a onion an ' keep a onion hang up ups id e down ovah 

each one of yore do ' s . Dat ' ll keep d e  law away . 
(Any kind of an onion? ) 
Any kind of  an onion . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1355) , 23 7 4 : 8 . ] 
219 4 . Jes ' l ike yo ' in bus iness like sellin ' whiskey or somep in like dat , yo ' 

pu t a red onion ovah each one of yore do ' s , an ' de Lord Pr ayers hav e  it written , 
if  yo ' don ' t want nob ody tuh pay no ' tenshun to i t  chew know . Gi t chew a small 
onion , d e  smalles t one , an ' j es '  tack it up ovah de do ' dere an ' take de Lord ' s  
Prayers an ' put i t  undahneat ' yore carpet on yore floor right at chure do ' .  
Well , yo ' know yo ' can ' t  walk ovah God - dey can ' t go but so far ovah Him - � 
know yo ' can ' t go ovah Him ata1l . Yo ' take de Lord ' s  Prayers " an , put it down 
undahneat '  dere . Co ' se ah always us e nine or t en .  

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will g ive yo ' good luck an ' no evilnes s kin come agins t yuh . 
(That  will g ive you luck for s elling whiskey and keep the law away? )  
Shore , an ' people commence tuh envious agains t yuh . Dey ' ll come an ' ' st ead of 

b ein ' an enemy to yo ' dere min ' ll [mind will]  change an ' dey ' ll be yore f ren ' s  
ins tid of a enemy . [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , ( 1351) ,  23 46 : 2 . ] 

219 5 . How many cornahs has dis hous e got? Fo ' cornahs ain ' t it?  
kin take fo ' needles an ' s tick each in ev ' ry cornah of  dis hous e , an ' 
onion an ' b ear [bury ] it , one to de  f ront do ' an ' one to de b ack do ' , 
[ the law]  cain ' t come in . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 1 8 ) , 251 : 6+8 5 . ]  

Well , you 
t ake a red 
an ' dey 

2196 . You kin have them fer fif t een days , thirty days or a year . [These 
hands are for shucking oys ters or for f inding them . See Introduction for my 

OYSTERMEN HANDS 
experience on Deal Is land . ] [Deal I s land , Md . , ( ? ) , 20 : 1 . ]  
[ For hand time limi t , see No . 19 70 , p . 5 7 7 . ]  
2197 . I know ab out my father . He was an oys terman . He  used 

to go oys tering and to keep p eople f rom s tealing his tongs , he would tie a p iece 
of red f lannel on his tongs and saturat e it with coal oil , and he wouldn ' t  lose 
th em .  And I have known him t o  leave bushels of oysters in his b oat and put these 
tong s ring over them , with a r ed flannel rag on each end , and go b ack the next 
morning and th e oys t ers were ther e .  

[The father , a young man in slavery , became an oyst erman a t  Hampton , Virginia , 
immediat ely after he was freed and r emained one until death some 30 years later . 
The son , a man o f  60 , has also lived a t  Hampton all his life . ]  [ O ld Poin t 
Comfort , Va . ,  ( 23 ) , Ed . ] 

2 19 8 .  To keep ' em  from comin ' down de S ound stea 1in ' ' em? [This man is an 
oys terman f rom Wrightsville Sound . ] You make a roun ' r ing , put some sulphur 
roun ' i t .  Make a roun ' ring , I say about twenty yards long roun ' de oys t er s . 
Can ' t  come ovah dat ring . [Another oys terman hand was g iven in No . 1 7 6 7 , p . 53 4 . ] 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 173 ) , 140 : 3 . ) 

PALMA CHRI STI 
2199 . Ah t ell yo ' whut chew do , if yo ' in business fo ' violation 
or in any way an ' yo '  figures de law is comin ' .  Well now yo ' 
lis ten .  Yo ' git chew nine grains of red peppah outa d e  pod s , 

nine grains . Git two teaspoon fu11a sugah an ' yo ' git  chew one pa Lm of Christian 
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s e ed [ thr ee ingred ient s ]  an ' yo '  powd er da t all up toge thah an ' yo '/ take an ' 
make - yo ' know , pu t i t  in a ball an ' wheresomevah yo ' go t f iah , yo ' throw i t  
i n  da t f i ah , an ' de law will c om e  r i g h t  by de d o ' an ' d rive on ' way . 

6 2 7  

[Th e t erm pa Un of Chris tian taxed my gue ss ing ab ility to the limit . Af t er 
ef fort s at var ious times I f inally came up w ith pa Una Chris ti (hand of Chri s t ) , 
ang lic i z ed form pa Uncris t - the cas tor-oi l p lant (Ricinus communis ) .  Informan t ' s 
wo rd s ee d  probab ly con fused me ,  becaus e during my b oyhood cas t or-o il p lant s eeds 
were ca lled beans . They ar e s t ill called cas tor b eans , are pois onous b ecaus e o f  
r i c in in th em ,  and a r e  nonetheless th e s ource of cas tor o i l . My only oth er f olk
lore exp er ience with the p lant is a s trang e one : " I t  is ag ains t the law t o  cut 
down a c a s tor-bean plant" - FACI , 1st ed . , 19 3 5 , p . 429 . This could b e  one of 
those many inver s ions in fo lklo re , as in l i f e , meaning - "I t  i s  unlawful · to grow 
a p lant hav ing p oi sonous seeds . " ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1 5 29 ) , 2 7 3 3 : 2 . ]  

2200 . To keep the law away f r om  your p lace . Well �· here ' s the way th ey told 
me to keep the law away . You go in th e wo ods and f ind a he pa lmet te root . 

(Th ey f ind a wha t ? ) 
PALMETTO A he palmet t o . 

( He ? )  
A h e palme tto r oot l ike a man - a palme t t o  - man . 

[ S omewher e I have a man- shap ed root . ]  
(Palme t to root ? )  

Yes , s ir - man palmetto ro ot . 
(Do you mean that lit tle thing that looks like a palm? That root ? Looks like 

a spear ? )  
[My ques ti ons ar e ridiculous in word s . Actually here i s  a good examp le of 

o ccas ional hand - talking . For li t t le thing I indicate a low bush looking like a 
palm - I had s een millions o f  palme t tos up and down the southeas tern coas t . To 
make certain w e meant the same p lant , I air -draw a c le f t  leaf - each c left Zooks 
like a sp ear. Inf orman t ' s  answer shows th e r esult . ]  

Yes , s ir , g o t  big wide leaves on it . 
(Al l  r ight , a ll righ t . )  
Well , you get a he p alme t t o  roo t . You t ake thi s  h e  p a lmet t o  root and you 

b ring it to your hous e and you cut it off j us t  a t  that b ush . Af ter y ou cut it 
of f  at that bush , you put three sp lits in i t  - righ t in th e b ot tom o f  that roo t , 
you put three splits in i t .  And you t akes the j udg e ' s  name , th e  d is tr i c t  a t t or
ney ' s and the prosecuting att orney ' s  name in there . Put i t  [ names ] on a p i ece 
of paper nine time s backward s ,  you unders tand . And put it [ p aper ] in b etween 
them s p l i t s , unders tand , and wear that in your po cket . I guarantee you they ' ll 
[ the law will ] all s tay away f rom the re . 

( Th at ' s if you ar e b o o t leg g ing ? )  
That is i f  you ar e b oot legging . [New Or leans , La . , ( 850) , 1314 : 7 . ] 
2 201 . Ah t ell you wha t  you do i f  you wanna g i t  a j ob .  Co ' s e I ' ve go t i t  wi th 

me r igh t now about a j ob line . Co r se I ' m using d e  s tu f f  [ perfume ] on it . I ' ve 
got it broke ev ' ry day f rom me not us ing i t . But j es t  like if you 

PERFUME wanted to f ind out or want a j ob ,  you j es t g i t  you s ome of d is - you 
kin ord er de thing you cal ls de E ag le Br and per fume - or either Black

snake Br and perfume - or either Adam-and-Eve Brand - or either wha t  chew call de 
High John Brand. Da t ' s j es t de Brand - de name o f  i t , you under s t and . Di f f ' r en t  
names and d if f ' rent al so d e  s tuf f - only d e  s ame [brand of ] per fume . 

Wel l , you j es t  take s ome of . d is - g i t  chew de Adam-and-Eve r oot , accor ding to 
you ' perf ume , see . You headin ' of f with it accor ding to the per fume that you got 
there - Adam- and-Eve perfume , and you j es t  gi t chew one Adam-and-Eve root , s ee . 
Git chew a High John [ root ] and pu t i t  d ere wit a p iece of Eag le Brand [ High John 
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perfume ] , or either a piece of  devi1 ' s- shoestring . 
four or f ive [ di f ferent kinds ] o f  ' em  - don ' t make 
mus t  have three [ pieces of the root ] .  

Put them [roots ] in there , 
no dif fer [ ence] . Co ' s e you 

[ Informant says you must use three pi eces o f  the same root and feed them with 
a perfume of the same name .  "Four o r  fiv e" o f  thes e roots and perfumes corre
spond . ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 1 ) , 639 : 4 . ] 

PI CTURE 
PHOTOGRAPH 

220 2 . Dey says abou t doin ' away wi th yo ' with yore photograph 
p icture - j es '  1ak yo ' s ay if dere someone dey gits chure photograph 
an ' dey keep it turnt bo ttom upwards on a mant le or somepin 1ak dat , 
dey say an ' dat ' ll kind ups et yore mind - thing s that yo ' s t art tuh 

do , yo ' would have no presence o f  mind to go to work an ' tuh do i t .  [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1242) , 2112 : 1 . ] 

2 203 . Ah got dis by mah own experience . Ah used to work for [ some]  company 
a couple of years . Ah us ed to work out dere an ' ah couldn ' t  keep a j ob like 
dat - dere wus always somebody tuh undermine me . So ah went to a root doator an ' 
he had me to d raw him a p icture of de head foreman an ' also de as sistant foreman , 
an ' also mah picture . [Three p ictures . ]  He had m e s ign Mr . George Watson an ' 
Mr . Taylor ' s  name an ' mah name wus to de bottom .  He s ealed thes e  names up in de 
envelope an ' he t ole me to take dos e  names an ' put ' em in a box [ cof fin symbol ] , 
a s ea led box , an ' bear [bury ] dem under mah front do ' s t ep< �  an ' ah '  d nevah have no 
mo l troub le about keepin ' busy . 

(You could hold a j ob af ter that . )  
Ah h eld it  der e  till ah j es t  quit . 

[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1153) , 189 1 : 4 . ] 
An ' dey ' d  written a fter me after ah quit . 

2204 . Ah ' v e  heard of  ' em  writin ' on a black hen aig . Well , dey say yo ' would 
specify - git a b lack hen aig an' yo '  would take an ' draw dis person ' s  pitchure 
on dis b lack hen aig j es '  in - yo ' know de best dat chew cou ld dr aw his p itchure 
or kind remind him of it . I f  he wear a cap , draw a cap on his haid ; if h e  wear 
a hat , draw a hat on his haid . Well , yo '  wou ld write his name on there - that 
is him or her , don ' t  yo ' s ee .  [ The name is the person . ] An ' yo ' would t ake dis 
black hen aig an ' yo ' would carry it to a s tream of watah an ' yo ' wou ld chunk it 
ups tream , yo ' see , an ' dey say dat would git  rid o f him . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1256) , 
2129 : 5 .  ] 

2205 . Take three navy b eans - ah mean p into beans , dese gray b eans , p into 
b eans , an ' r epeat de Lord ' s  pray er ovah ' em  three times an ' put dem in yo re han ' , 

PINTO BEAN 
yo ' know , an ' shake ' em  1ak dat an ' call , "De Name of de Father , Son 
an '  Holy Ghost . "  Yo ' us e ' etn in yore pocket fo r luck - fo ' good 
luck , fo r gitt in '  a j ob or g i ttin ' money . Yo ' know , j es ' money will 

come to yo ' promptly - not goin ' to exc es s , yo ' know . [ P into = mot tled . Thi s 
mottled b ean , grown in southwes tern U . S . A . , resemb les a kidney b ean in s i z e  and 
shape , both b elonging to sp ecies Phaseo lus vu lgaris . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1541) , 
27 87 : 3 . ]  

2206 . 
likker -

Whut chew do wit pins , new straight pins , if  yo ' wanted tuh s ell 
anything 1ak dat an ' to keep de officers away an ' don ' t  want no troub le . 

Why , yo ' gi t chew a new roll of ' em an ' j est stretch out up ovah 
P IN PROTECTI ON yore do ' - say dat ' ll turn ' em ,  dey can ' t come . 

(You j us t  st retch the whole paper right across the door? ) 
Da t ' s  right - s ee ,  let de pins hang down , de s t icking part of ' em .  [ Waycross , 
Ga . , ( 1107) , 1781 : 11 . ] 

2207 . 
PLAYING CARD S cards 

Well , 
de queen of di ' monds , 

Now yo ' take if  a fellah p1ayin ' poker , he takes up his 
an ' he takes de queen of di ' monds in cas e  i f  he ketch it . 
he ' s  1i ' b 1e to get i t  as any o the r card . Well , if  he ketch 
he place de queen of di ' monds - j es '  1ak he j es t st anding 
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here holding de queen o f  di ' monds an ' he got dis stuff [perfume ] , he j es '  run it 
right in his hand on it an ' take it  out an ' turn de queen of  di 'monds to him , 
keep de queen o f  di ' mond s to  him in playing poker . He b e  winning all de time . 

(That is if he get s the queen of diamonds . And what is that s tuf f he puts on 
that queen now? ) 

Jes t the same Hearts perfume , j es '  rub dat on der e .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(9 77 ) , 1582 : 3 . ] 

2208 . Yo ' kin tack d e  king of diamonds , de queen of diamonds , de j ack of dia
monds , an ' de t en of diamonds up ovah yore do ' an ' burn incens e an ' us e lye . I t  
will b ring a l l  d e  trade yo ' need . 

(Who does this? ) 
P eople dat are gamblin ' an ' selling whiskey . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 57 ) , 1541 : 4 . ] 
2209 . Yo ' bootleggin ' an ' you wanna keep de law from yo ' hous e , you go in de 

deck and git j ack of diamonds , j ack of hearts , j ack of  c lubs , j ack of spades . 
Git ' em  to de fo ' corner of  yo ' doo r  and yo ' cal lin ' d em laws man , and you take 
a penny and you put ' em  to de foot of yo ' door . You take nine needles and you 
hit ' em  across chure door . Then you take - begin again to burning dragon ' s  b lood 
and incense , and ev ' ry man come to dat door - as a man in power , he ' ll have to 
pas s dat door . 

(That will keep them out . )  
H e ' ll come but he ' ll have to pass dat door . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 519) , 

616 : 4 . ] 
2 210 . Now in gamblin ' yo ' takes three cards - three de gamblin ' c ards , take 

three de playin ' cards . Yo '  takes de ace of spades and de king of di ' monds and 
de j ack of club s . You t ear j es t  a small tip o f f  dos e  three card s - take a small 
tip o ff three cards an ' after yo ' take de small tip of f dose three cards , git 
chew a f ile . Yo ' take dis file and files a dime in hal f . Yo ' take dis dus t now 
from de d ime , you save it too , yo ' s ee - save de dus t from dis silver dime , yo ' 
save it . Git  chew a piece of lodes tone . Git chew a piece of red flannel . Yo ' 
place dis f ir s t  half o f  de dime on de f lanne l .  Now s ee ,  yo ' file i t  half in two , 
yo ' put one half on de piece of red flannel . Af t er yo ' put de one half on de red 
flannel , yo '  place ei ther one [ of th e halves ] ,  yo ' p lace one de three p ieces of 
card - either one [ any o f  thr ee ] , j es t  a pinch o f  de card , yo ' see . Put a p inch 
o f  de card on one piece [ of the dime]  and p lace de other half of de  dime on top . 

(Like a s andwich . )  
Uh-huh - dat ' s  right , like a sandwich . An ' yo ' put de other piece on it , den 

yo ' put de other piece on top o f  i t  and put d is dus t - dis filin ' from dis dime 
on top of dat e See . An '  yo ' puts a pie ce o f lodes tone in dere with dat on dis 
piece of f lannel - pu t  it in dere with dat e You dress it , too , wi th hearts - dis 
Hearts Co logne , j est a little Hearts Co logne and yo ' damp en dis , yo ' s ee .  An ' 
af ter you damp en  di s ,  you fold it , but b efo ' you s ew  it yo '  take a pin - a 
straight pin and cu t de head of f it , cut de  head off de straight pin and pu t de 
head ins ide of i t ,  and when you fold it up , pin dis o ther part o f  de s traigh t 
pin in i t  and then you s ew  i t  up . S ee .  [ Pin or  needle point is for sharp Zuck . ]  
An '  after you s ew  it up den you wears dat , yo ' see . An '  wel l , when yo ' luck s eem 
t o  be chang in , a li ttle , yo '  dPess i t  - yo ' j es '  take dis whole b ag and pour dis 
Heart Co logne and d�es8 it . Dat t s  to keep di s lod es tone agrowini - i t ' s  g��ing 
lodestone . 

(Now in pu tt ing this s tuff  in there - you ' ve got two halves of the dime,  
haven ' t  you . And you have three pi ec es of the corners of the cards . You put one 
piece o f  the card down f irst , then you put the half dime down , ..;;t�h..;;e�n�a ...... p;;;;i.;;.e.;;.ce�o;;..f� 
the card , then a half dime , then a piece of the card . ) 

Yeah , put a piece de card [ last piece] , den de dust on top of dat e 
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(What you filed f rom th e d ime on top o f  th at . What do they cal l  that ? )  
I t ' s  a gamb ling hand - yo '  know , for luck in gamb ling . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 61) , 

86 5 : 2 . ] 
2 2 1 1 . Yo ' ve s een decks of cards . Well , they t ake the j oker out of th e cards 

and round that head on that j oker , we ll , they draw tha t man ' s  body . And then 
th ey gets a li t t l e  can and f ill i t  up with male [ corn meal ] . You mix s ome male 
and red pepp er and salt t og ether , and take that man , takes his head [ head o f  
j oker ] , s tick it down i n  that can ; and then s top i t  up and car ry i t  and put i t  
s om�here in your room ab ou t  cheh b ed .  And that ' l l b ring him b ack - j i s '  like 
he be goin ' w i th another woman , and that bus es [ b us ts = bur s t s ] ' em up . 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 248) , 244 : 2 . ] 

2212 . An ' then , s ay ,  l ike yo ' s elling whi skey or yo '  runnin ' a p lace da t  chew 
don ' t want de police tuh come in on yo ' , yo ' kin g it ch� a o le p low - yo ' know 

whut a p lowshar e is don ' t chew? Dat i r on par t dat chew plow with in 
PLOWSHARE de gr ound . Yo ' kin t ake dat an ' bury dat at chur e f ront do ' an ' de 

policeman wouldn ' t  go d er e  to sav e yore lif e , or nob ody da t chew 
owe - don ' t care who yo ' ar e or who want s tuh go der e , dey can ' t go ovah dat e 
[Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1166) , 19 59 . ]  . . . 

2 2 13 . Well , yo ' t akes dat lodes tone- and g i t  ch� a 11 tt1e p i ece of f lannel 
an ' s ew it all up together , an ' yo ' b uy Hearts Co logne an ' j es t fe ed it on it -

hit grows as yo ' feed i t , ' noint i t  a lot . Ah had a 
POCKET - RIGHT OR LEFT piece onc e a long time ag o an ' de mo re yo ' feed i t  wi t 

dat Hearts Co logne why d e  bigger it gr ows , an '  yo ' j es '  
use dat chew s ee , j es t  rub i t  in yor e  hand an ' tot e i t  in your r ight hand pocket , 
d en yo '  go on tuh gamble . Wel l , i t ' s  lucky anyway , j es t  al l d e  time g ett ing holt 
of some th ing . 

(Why do they car ry it in the right-hand pocket? ) 
Well , d ey tell me dat ' s  d e  p lace to carry i t , s ay i f  yo ' to te i t  in yor e  le f t  

po cket , any thing leave s yo t - d e  r ight fo ' c oming in an ' de lef t  fo ' goin ' out .  
[ See ma rg in- t it le Three P ockets . ]  [ S t .  Pe tersburg ,  Fla . , (99 1) , 1599 : 7 . ] 

2 2 14 . You go t o  the graveyard and you g e t  s om e  d ir t  and you tie it up in the 
corner of your handkershief and put it in your right pocket if you are r igh t 
handed , and as you sho ot d i c e  you rub that handkershief and qui t e  nat ch ' ly you 
won ' t fa ll , you will win . [New Or l eans , La . , ( 8 10) , 1140 : 1 . ] 

2 2 15 . Att er it ' s  [ ahamber lye i s ]  shet up thr ee day s  air tigh t , s tick a p in 
in it an ' stick i t  in s ome c andy an ' let somebody ea t dat e Well , da t candy -

he say , "Ah ' clare dat sho ' is g ood candy . "  J es ' one 1i 1 t ip 
QUEEN 'S DELIGHT will do j is '  much good as a whole spoonf u l  would . [ No wonder 

I marked this man good roo t  worker on original t rans c rip tion . ]  
An '  d ey go ' h ead an ' eat dat air an ' dey g i t  g l addened . 

Da t ' s  d e  b es t  herb d ey is in de woods , de Queen De light - d at ' s f o ' yo ' b lood . 
Da t wi ll pur ify yo ' blood . [He has chang ed to ano the r  ri te . ] Yo ' g i t  a root o f 
dat an '  yo ' go ' head an ' yo ' boil dat r oot an ' a Adam weed root .  Ah doub t if 
dey ' s in f la t  country 1ak dis , Adam root.  An ' yo ' b o i l  dem two root s together 
an ' git chew a p i ec e  of red shank an ' pu t dem to g e thah [ three root s ] ,  an ' yo ' go 
tuh d e  drug s t o ' an ' yo ' buy s omep in dey call Beewee .  I t ' s  j e s ' ab out dat long 
in a 1i1 red box an ' yo ' pu t j es ' a pinhaid outa i t ,  j es '  a p inhead , a 1i 1 b it ,  
outa dat an ' let it drop down in dere as yo ' b o i l  dem o thah thing s . An ' yo ' ll 
s e t  d er e  d en an ' don ' t car e  who come in or not an ' d ey wanta drink of whiskey , i f  
yo ' kin j es '  gi t a 1 i 1  b i t  in ' em ,  yo ' kin do wha t evah yo ' want . Yo '  kin go tuh 
dere hous e an ' yo ' kin cu s s  an ' argue , an ' dere ain ' t a thing done ab out i t . 
S hoot in dere an ' d er e  a in ' t  nobody know anything ab out i t . I f  yo ' kill s ome
body ,  dere ain ' t  nob ody know anything ab out i t  - de fami ly ,  dey won ' t nevah tell 
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on yo ' .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1438) , 2 607 : 1 ;  good roo t worker . ] 
2 2 16 . (Wha t do you t ake? ) 

631  

Que en ' s  De ligh t an ' snakeroo t an ' some John de Conker an ' p u t  it togethah an ' 
keep i t  round j oo all d e  time an ' yo ' go in any kind a place an ' de law won ' t g i t  
chew . [See Queen Eli zab e th , p . 596 . ] [ Fay ett eville , N .  Car . ,  ( 14 43 ) , 2614 : 12 . ] 

2 2 17 . But i f  yo ' s  makin ' whi skey an ' yo ' scared de law r unnin ' on yo ' ,  yo ' 
g it que en weed �ot an ' yo ' g i t  i t  near - o n  d e  low end of d e  mountain . Yo ' 

cain ' t gi t it on f lat country lak heah . Co ' s e up roun ' mah home 
QUEEN WEED c los e tuh de B lu e  Ridge Mountains yo ' kin f in '  all kind a roots . 

Mah granddaddy , he ' s  b een hunt in ' tho s e  thing s all his l i f e , even in 
s lav e  t ime . Yo ' g i t  one dem queen weed roots an ' yo ' kin take dat roots an ' b o i l  
i t .  I t  g o t  a elbow on it ovah five j ' ints an ' d e  j ' ints i s  ovah a inch j es t lak 
dat - knot s ,  all lak a rat tlesnake ' s  tai l ,  yo ' know , got dat bell on d e  r att le
snake tail .  Well , it got IiI knot s  on i t  an ' yo ' kin tell where dos e j ' ints is 
yo ' know . 

Yo ' take three o f dem j ' 1nt s an ' boil i t  in a 111 hot wa tah . When dem thr ee 
is bo iled in hot wat ah , yo ' put ' em down undah yor e front do ' s tep an ' de law wi l l  
n o t  pas s ovah there . He ' ll s t and o u t  an ' h e ' ll talk t o  yo ' , s ee - ','Well , ah 
heared so-an ' -so fbout chew , b ut ah tole ' em i t  warn ' t  s o . "  See . He ' ll yell fo r 
yo ' ' fore he g i ttin ' out de car , " Come on , buddy . "  Well i f  yo ' bury down s omep in 
an ' yo '  airi ' t d er e ,  he won ' t come ovah d ere . An ' s ome o f  ' em do happens s omehow 
o r  ' nother tuh come ovah it sometime , but i f dey do , dey ' ll g i t  down i n  dey laig 
an ' nevah wi ll be no mo l good . 

But he ' ll go roun ' tuh back , �, an ' come in , if yo ' don ' t s et one at de 
b ack . I f  yo ' s et one a t  d e back , put one or two e lb ow - not three . See , ah 
gene ' lly pu t thr ee at de f ront - one f o ' yo ' fren ' s ,  one fo ' to '  enemi es , an ' de 
othah one fo ' de law . S ee ,  yore fr en ' s will g i ' yo ' ,  harm yo , s ee ;  an ' yore 
enemies will , d ey won ' t d o  anyth ing to yo ' , only s tea l from yo ' ,  s ee .  Dat ' s  why 
yo ' hav e  tuh put thr ee . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , (1438) , 2 60 5 : 6 . ] 

2218 . G i t  de d us t o f  da t - dat ' s  t uh make love . 
QUICKSILVER (The fil e? ) [ St eel too l . ] 
SIL VER DUST Y es suh . Yo ' take an ' f i le da t o f f , g i t  de s t ee l  of i t  an ' g it de 

dus t , an' yo ' pu ts hi t  in quicks i lv er an ' yo ' - i t ' ll run yo ' cros s 
country , j es t  run yo ' c lean to devi lmen t . Yo ' take an ' p ut dat powd ers an ' d a t  
s ilver dus t together an ' yo ' take an ' make a s a lves o f dat - make a salve of dat 
s i lver an ' lard , don ' t put no pepp ah in da t e  Grea s e  yore han ' s wit it an ' when 
yo ' shake han ' s wit anybody , da t ' s  conjurin ' anyone . 

(And that quicks ilv er , is that the s ilver that comes around tobacc o ? ) [ I  a sk 
b ecau s e  quicksilv er and s i lver ar e sometimes tin foi l . ] 

No , i t  comes on de b ack o f  a lookin ' -g lass , on de back of de lookin ' -g las s . 
[ Stee l dus t i s  us ually bought p r epared . ]  [ Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 15 13) , 26 81 : 1 . ] 

2219 . Now , dis is a real f ac t , ah ' ve s een p eop le us e i t . Yo ' kin g it s omepin 
d ey c alls anvi l dus t an ' yo ' kin take the back of a mirror an ' s c r ap e  that s tu f f  
of f .  An ' den yo ' take pods of peppah . [ Three ing red ients . ]  

(The pods of ordinary r ed p ep per ? ) 
Yes , but it gotta b e  r ed , i t  cain ' t b e  g r een . An ' yo ' put it in somep in an ' 

kind a parch it up an ' mix i t  up an ' put i t  in ther e .  
(Wha t d o  they do wi th this anvi l dust and this mirr o r  dus t and this pepper 

then? ) 
Put i t  

[Memphi s ,  
22 20 . 

dey leave 

all tog e ther an ' throw it 
Tenn . , (9 20 ) , 1486 : 11 . ] 

in de hous e  an ' make a wish dat dey ' d  leave . 

An ' yo '  wan ta keep dem away , yo ' 
yore hous e , why yo ' kin spr inkle 

kin g i t  chew s ome qui cks i lv er an ' when 
s ome in front of yore do ' s t ep when dey 
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walk ' way . Call dat pe rson by dere name an ' yo ' be ' s spr inklin ' dis s tuf f along . 
Call ' em by d ey name an ' s ay fo ' ' em  not tuh c ome back dere no mo ' .  An ' d ey 
won ' t com e  b ack no ' mo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 4 ) , 1 5 40 : 1 . ] 

2 221 . I w en t  to a man when I was in North Carolina when I d idn ' t have no work 
t o  d o , an ' he told me to go get someb ody to kill me a rabb i t , get me the right 

f e et and t ie that righ t  f ee t  up in a p i ece o f  r ed flanne l , and get 
RABBIT FOOT me a bottle of HeartshoPn Co Zogne and makes s ome of my water and 

mix it tog ether and pour it on tha t  rabb i t  feet , and for me to go 
ou t and g o  f rom d oo r  to door and ask p eople if they don ' t want nobody t o  do s ome 
work . And I have g ot j obs like that , and that luck di d  me s ome good . 

(Wel l , now which foot did you us e - th e right f o o t ? ) 
Hi s righ t  feet . 
( Both o f  them or j us t  one? ) 

One of them - his r igh t f eet [ foo t ] . 
(I see - the f ront or th e b ack one? ) 
Th e f ront f eet [ fo ot ] . [Newport N ews , Va . ,  ( 4 8 3 ) , 5 1 1 : 5 . ] 
2 2 2 2 . Ah u s ed tuh gamb l e  an ' ah have all kinda han ' ,  but de only lu cky han ' 

ah evah had wus a rabb it ' s foot - a IiI t iny rabbi t ' s  foot . Now ah p aid him fo ' 
it . Af tah he gav e ;i t to me , ah take dat foot an ' wrapped one end o f  i t  tight -
put three bucksho ts' b e tween h is toes an ' wrapp ed i t  tight , an ' s oaks i t  in Hearts 
Co Zogne . An '  yo ' wrap red thread around i t  wi t de bone s s t ickin ' up . An ' he 
give that to me . Long as ah carried , nobody in de wor l ' could b eat me gamb lin ' . 
[Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 9 ) , 2 649 : 10 . ]  

2 22 3 . I ' ve heard them s ay you take a rabb i t  bone - cut his r igh t hind leg 
of f ,  put it in a pot and b o i l  it in milk . Take it out and dry i t  in the sun for 
six d ays ,  take it and put i t  in th e ground and b ury it and let it s tay in ther e 
for two nigh t s . Dig i t  up and tie a p i ec e  of s tr ing a round i t  and t i e  i t around 
you r  arm .  And anything you wan t  you take it ou t and talk t o  i t  - tell i t  what 
you wan t and you are more than apt t o  get i t . [ Fr ed er icksburg , Va . , ( 50 ) , Ed . ]  

2224 . Yo ' take d e  lef t hind foot of a rabb i t  an ' yo ' go r ound wh ere the law 
i s  t raveled on the dirt an ' yo ' git j es '  a Ii I d irt - j es '  whut yo ' kin hold on 
lightly out of they track , an ' yo ' take that dus t an ' b r ing it back an ' when yo ' 
b r ings it back why yo ' take an ' f ix i t  up an ' yo '  p lant i t  und er each corner o f  
the hou s e  - right u p  und er ther e .  An '  yo '  take that r abb i t  f oot an ' yo ' go to d e  
back do ' r ight u p  undah d e  f irst s t ep an ' yo ' make a "X" an ' a l s o  a t  de f ront 
do ' .  Tha t wi ll keep him ' way . 

(You make that "X" with the rabb i t ' s f o ot ? )  
Yessuh . 
(And then what do you do with the rabb i t ' s  f o o t  a fter you make the "X" ? )  

Yo '  pu t i t  back in yor e po cket . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 1 2 ) , 25 39 : 5 . ] 
2225 . Y o '  take some of yor e urinate �ater yo '  s ee ,  an ' a IiI peppah , an ' a 

l i t t l e  p iece of lod es tone if yo ' kin g it it . I f  yo ' cain ' t gi t that , we l l , yo ' 
take a IiI piece of rabb i t  f oo t . Yo ' kin take one rabbit foo t an ' wrap it up 
in f2annen cloth an ' t ie it up . have d e  r ed pepp ah to i t , an ' carry dat in yore 
left pocket . Dat wi ll make yo '  have a good hand. 

(That is luck in gamb ling ? )  
Yessuh . 
[ Since I did not ask wha t  happ ened to the urinate �ater , I prob ab ly a s sumed i t  

was us ed f o r  feeding the hand - see margin- title Urine later i n  thi s sub s e c t ion . ] 
[Wilson , N .  Ca r . , ( 1 4 7 3 ) , 2 654 : 2 . ] 

2226 . (Wha t d o  th ey say ab out th e graveyard rabbit ? ) 
De next thing then dey us e in gambling b us ines s to b e  success ful - the next 

thing they g i t  is de graveyard rabbit , and de g i ts de left hind feet - de ket ch 
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him and cut i t  off while he alive . And you kin turn him loose and let him go -
it git much b et ter you know . You carry dat wi t a piece of lodes tone and put 
cologne on dat [feed i t ] , chew know , and go about chure bus ines s and be ' s  lucky 
and succes s ful . 

(That is for luck in gambling ? )  
Yes sir , d e  lef t hind foot . [ Charles ton , S . Car . , ( 518) , 6 10 : 1 ;  f rom Doctop 

Nelson . ] 
222 7 .  Say , f er an ins tance , yo ' wanta be a g amb ler .  All right , ch ew go to 

de  graveyard an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' roll up yore s leeve an ' yo ' go to one certain 
grave - h e ' s a gamb ler . Yo ' go dere to d e  graveyard an ' yo ' run yor e arm down as 
fer as yo ' kin , an ' git  gpaveyapd dus t ,  an ' yo '  take dat gpaveyQPd dus t an ' yo ' 
go on home . All right , if yo ' wanta be  lucky ,  yo ' take dat gpaveya�d dus t - yo ' 
do dat first , den yo ' would s ee a rabbi t  dat it would b e  a rabb i t  coming towards 
de  graveyard , yo ' s ee ,  an ' yo ' ki ll dat rabb it an ' yo '  cut [ o f f ] his lef t foot . 

( He has two lef t feet you know - wh ich one do you t ake? ) 
De lef t  one - see , de back . 
An ' yo '  take dat an '  yo ' would take dis dus t an '  tie it up in a rag an ' tot e 

i t  in yore pocket , an ' yo ' would b e  lucky all de time f er gamb ling . Any kind of 
a rag . [ St . P etersbur g , Fla . , ( 1018) , 16 48 : 7 . ]  

2228 . Yo ' gi t d e  rabbit foot - de f ront left foot . 
(Now , j us t  how do you prepare that? ) 
Yo ' git  dat rabb i t  foot an ' yo ' take it  a s  i t  is  an ' put th ree needles in an ' 

yo ' put it in flannen , red flannen , an ' keep it wi t  chew all de time . Yo ' sew i t 
up in der e  - keep dis rabbi t foot wi th yo ' all d e  time . 

(What do you us e that  f or ? )  
Da t ' s  fo ' luck in games - gamb 1in ' . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1269 ) , 2147 : 12 . ] 
2229 . Fo ' luck in gamb lin '  yo ' kin git chew a rabb it foot an ' dFesS it . Well 

yo ' take dat rabbit foot - yo ' git d e  lef t  f oot , de  b ack left foot . Yo ' take da t 
back left f oot an ' yo ' gits  a brand-new cord string an ' yo '  wrap de top of it 
nine times , wrap it to yo ' nine times . Den yo ' git  chew s ome kinda perfume an ' 
yo ' put on dat e Yo ' git chew some lodestone dus t an ' wrap it - dpess it an ' den 
yo ' wrap i t .  See .  Den yo ' put dat good perfume on it  - good luck pepfume , real 
good . Den yo '  wear dat e Dat ' s  good tuh tot e .  Yo ' carry dat in yor e  pocke t , 
carry dat around fo r gamb lin ' . An '  den yo ' kin gi t chew some dif f ' rent per fumes 
an ' put on yo ' fo r luck . 

(What kind o f  perfume? ) 
Oil of  b ergamot , van-van oi l .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2836 : 8 . ] 
2230 . Take a rabbit ' s  f oot an ' tote it in yore pocket an ' keep Heapts Co logne 

on it fo r nine days an ' yo ' l l have good luck in gamb lin ' - anything , in almos t 
"anything . 

(What foot do you take from the rabbit? ) 
His right foot - b ack .  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 1511) , 2 6 78 : 17 . ]  
2 231 . Take de lef t  hin t f oo t of a rabb i t  an ' wear i t  in yore inside coat 

pocket or vest pocket , next to yore heart , an ' set an ' eye de j udg e de whole time 
he is talkin ' an ' he cou ldn ' t  convi ct  chew .  

(Jus t keep your eye on him the whole time ? ) 
Yessuh - j es t  keep yore eye right on h im .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 

2494 : 1 .  ] 
223 2 .  Ah heard yo ' g i t  a rabb it foot , lef t h in t  rabbit f oot , an ' tot e  i t  in 

yore left hip pocket an ' dat wi ll bring in luck in gamb 1in ' . An '  den always his 
money h e  win in his left pocket wit de rabb it ' s  foot . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (147 2) , 
2653 : 1 . ] 

2233 . Yo ' kin take a rabb it an ' kill him an ' take his lef t  hin t foot an ' take 
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it an ' soak it  in s al t  an ' sug ah . Mix s alt  an ' sugah tog ether an '  soak i t  in 
salt an ' sugah all night an '  g i t  it up de nex ' mawnin ' an ' put i t  in yor e pocket 
an ' let i t  dry out in yore pocket . Den yo ' have a luaky han ' fo ' gamb l in ' . 

(What foo t do you take? ) [ A  check , not tr icky ques t ion . ] 
De left-han ' back foo t . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 38) ,  2 60 4 : 6 . ] 
2 234 . In cas e yo ' an'  me are boot legging an ' ah want a keep de law away f rom 

you , well i t ' s a weed dey calls de rat tlesnake mars t er . [ I  had been called a 
b ootlegger b efore - s ee No . 808 , p . 27 9 . ] 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER (Did you tell me why they call i t  the rattlesnake mas ter? ) 
I t ' s  de master of all snakes - it ' s  de rat t lesnake mas ter , 

it conquers ev ' rything . 
Well , it  g rows out heah - ah intend tuh bring i t  down heah an ' show it  to yo ' 

so yo ' kin know . Yo ' s ee it  has wide leaves on it  j es t  1ak dat an ' yo ' g i t s  two 
of ' em  - it ' s  a he an ' a she . De she one de leaves is go t speckled splot ches on 
it  - red , j es t  lak b lood ; an ' de he one ain ' t got it on dere . You s ee you put 
that in two cans an ' s ell it . Yo ' s ee those pair goes together . Yo ' see yo ' 
s ets dem on each s ide o f  yor e door an ' no sherif f or  nob ody kin int er fer e wit yo ' 
atal l . 

( I f  you are boot legg ing . )  [ For rat tlesnake mast er id entity , see No . 1436 , 
p . 469 . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 656) , 9 40 : 1 . ]  

2235 . Like he wus down on his bus ines s .  I t ' s  a thing look like a lily ,  � 
o f  rat tlesnake mas ter . Dat ' s  one of de luckies t r oots dey is out for bus iness .  
Take dis heah ra ttlesnake mast er an ' set i t  out in a bucke t  like yo ' wou ld a 
li ly - or pot - an ' take some water an ' spi t  o n  i t  ever '  mornin ' . Bus ines s will 
come to yo ' . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1158 ) , 19 30 : 4 . ] 

2 236 . Git two ratt lesnake mars t er .  
(Ge t two ratt lesnake mas ters ? )  
Uh-huh . Dey grow in d e  wood s and you put one on one s id e  of  yo ' do ' and one 

on de other s ide , and j es '  say , " In de Name of  the Father , Son an ' Holy Ghos t , I 
hope dey won ' t come . "  An t he won ' t come ei ther • 

(That is if the law was coming or th e r ent man? ) 
Yes . 
(Now what does rattlesnake mas ter look like? ) 
I t ' s  a lily - looks kinda like a lily .  I t grows i n  d e  woods . 
(Has a flower on i t ? ) 
Y es , suh , it  has a yellah f 10w ' r  and when yo ' s ee one i t  looks j es t  like a 

snake ' s  mouth . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 66 7 ) , 879 : 3 . ]  
2 23 7 . I f  yon can get s omeb ody to go into de woods and git  ch ew a p lant o f  

rattlesnake mar s t ers - a bush dat grows , i t  called d e  ratt lesnake mar s t er . You 
g i t  it an ' plant it into a pot like a flower , and s et it up ins ide de door and 
they will not come ins ide the gate . 

[ After machine turned off , informant add s  another plant . ]  
(You put one plant on each s ide of the door ? )  
One plant on each sid e  of the door - the male and the female plant - put one 

on each side of the door . And they [ law ]  will never come in that door . [Mob ile ,  
Ala . , ( 67 1) , 885 : 6 . ] 

2238 . Yo ' take for a '  nins tanc e ,  yo ' take a rat tlesnake - yo ' know , he ' s  
called to be a rattlesnake mas t er . 

(You ' re talking about ra ttlesnake mas ter ? )  
That ' s  right . Dey have a bus h ,  too - i t ' s  climb er bush , i t ' s very nicely , 

i t ' s s i lkish . An ' yo ' take dat an '  yo ' pu t dis - i t ' s  not Hearts Co logne . Yo ' 
g it  another cologne - it cost yo ' $ 5  [ during the Great  Depress ion ! ] .  I ' ll b ring 
it down to yo ' sometime an ' le t chew see i t . An '  yo ' sprinkle that an ' put it in 
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de bottom o f  yor e  trunk . I f  you haven ' t  go t chure c lothes , put cpure c lo thes in 
there . Yo ' ll have good luck the b alance of yore days - yo ' ll be succes s ful in 
yore j obs , always ever ' b ody wi ll want chew to work for them . 

(Rat t l esnake mas t er is a root i sn ' t  it ? )  
Yes , i t ' s  a roo t .  
[ I r ewri t e  the under l ined word s : If you haven ' t  got (all) chure c tothes (with 

you ) , put chure c tothes in there (af t er you go home) • • •  a �ays ever 'body wi t Z want 
chew to (root) work for them. Once again I am a doctor - see Hya tt , H . M . , in 
Index . ] [ St . P et ersburg , Fla . , ( 10 16 ) , 1646 : 2 . ] 

2 239 . I f  yo '  have troub le wi t d e  law yo ' kin g i t  dis rat t lesnake mars ter . 
Ev eryb ody should keep i t  f o '  pro t ec t ion , caus e i t ' s  na t ch ' ly good - ah know 
p er s onal ly - for friends or ei ther enemies . A p er s on should keep i t  an, ' ch ew 
i t  - a t  lea s t  swallow a pi ec e of it as much as onc e a day . Now that i s  s ome th ing 
good to keep th e law of f yo ' . [ Rattlesnake mas ter as pr ot ect ion , see p . 46 9 f . ]  
[ Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1153) , 189 1 : 6 . ] 

2240 . Well , s ir , yo ' hear t e ll o f  de rat t lesnake mar s t er . Wel l ,  g i t  d e  roots 
of h i t  an ' git s ome Hearts Co Zogne an ' cu t i t  up in to a b o t t l e ; an ' j es '  when yo ' 
be r ound people , be wi t peop le ,  ke ep yore face an ' hands ' noint ed wi t i t . S ay i t 
draws friend s an ' plenty cu s tomer s . [Way cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1081) , 1750 : 10 . ] 

2241 . Ah ' ve b een told d at if y o ' will dig yo ' de fr esh rat tlesnake mars ter -
an ' yo ' take dat ra t t l esnake mar s t er an ' us e i t  with per fume . Hearts perfume is 
de b e s t  per fume dat yo ' kin u s e in any th ing lak dis . Yo ' take dat Hearts perJUme 
an ' yo ' go righ t  s traight - if yo ' know anyb ody dat chew know kin go out an '  g it 
chew s ome ratt lesnake mar s t er an ' John de Conker , yo ' put dat rat t l esnake mars ter 
an ' John\ de Conker together an ' yo ' us e i t . Yo ' know , s a turate i t  good wi th per
fume . Arl'" yo ' keep doin ' da t an ' as yo ' go into d e  co ' troom - yo ' try t o  gi t in 
d er e  befo ' anybody els e an ' yo ' s p rinkle dat round where he goin ' tuh s e t , s e e . 
An ' th en yo ' us e dat f reely - us e dat freely . Yeah , yo ' us e dat John de Conker 
an ' dat r at t lesnake mars t er wit da t p er fume . [ Way cross , Ga . , ( 1116 ) , 179 1 : 8 . ] 

2242 . P er fume - why yo ' use it fo ' lu ck.  Yo ' takes de r a t t lesnake mar s t er 
an '  John de Conker an ' de three fingers an ' put all in d at Hearts Co Zogne . [ A  
thre e-roo t s  rit e . ] 

(Phree fingers ? )  
Ye s s ir , an ' put it in dat Hearts Co logne and yo ' know , like spor tin ' womens 

put it all ovah dem o  Da t ' s  gon i a grow money f o '  dem o 
(Take this j ui c e  off tho s e  roots and put in tha t  p er fume . )  

That ' s  righ t . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1122) , 1804 : 6 . ] 
2243 . D ey t ell me yo ' go tuh work an ' g i t  ch ew s ome John de Conker an ' some 

rat t lesnake mar s ter an ' b lacksnake root [ three roots ] an ' git ch ew thr e e  new 
need les . Pu t de n eed les righ t  up ovah yo '  do ' there yo ' s ee , an ' keep dat John 
de Conker , ratt lesnake mars ter an ' de b lacksnake root in yore p ocke t . 

(That wi ll keep the law away ? )  
Keep de law away . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1242) , 2 112 : 13 . ] 
2244 . G i t  s ome d i s  s ame rattl esnake mahs t ah an ' j is t wa sh i t  o f f  an ' tote it 

in y ou ' pocket . An ' g i t  choo a 11 1 piece of lo des t one an '  put i t  r ight d ere 'wi t 
i t , an ' a dime . An '  yo ' kin g i t  a j ob anywhah . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 19 6) , 
103 : 2+85 . ] 

2 245 . [ Rat t l esnake root - dif fer ent from th e preceding ratt le snake mas t er -
means various plan t s  of th e g enus Prenanthes ; the r oot here probab ly being P. 
a Ztissima , once an acc ep tab l e  snakebi te r emedy in th e S ou th . I t  i s  a ls o  c alled 
c ankerweed in U . S . A . ] 

(Get the ratt les nake root in th e woods ? )  
In th e wood s . Find this ro o t , br ing i t  in and dry it out th orough ly where 
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it ' s  cured - not green ,  but d ry .  Take that and wear that in your purse or put 
that in your regis ter . 

(Cash regis ter . )  
The best place is to leave it in the cash reg is ter all de time . That will 

have a tend ency to draw cus tomers in and nobody else , or nob ody . Dat ' s  my b es t  
s ecret that isn ' t known - the pub li c doesn ' t  know i t , that particular part . 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 46) , 1018 : 4 . ] 

2 24 6 .  Go out in de  woods an ' ah f ind some rat t lesnake root an '  g it it an ' t ie 
' em  up in a sack an ' sprinkle s ome b la ck p epper ovah i t  an '  tote ' em  righ t  in yo ' 
left shoe . 

(What will that do then? ) 
We ll , tha t make yo '  luck be on - people can ' t  win then [ from you ] . 
(That ' s  for luck in gambling . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1065 ) , 17 23 : 10 . ]  
2 2 4 7 . [ Red flannel f requently encloses subs tances and the comp leted ob j ect is 

called a hand , bu t here the material itself is a hand. Flannel i s  often ca lled 
flannin or flannen . ] 

RED FLANNEL Like if somebody g on I a  hurt chah an ' yah wan ' tah per teck yers el f  
t o  keep from hurtin ' yah . Well , d e onlies ' t ' ing [ thing ] like dat 

zhah kin do to keep from hurt in ' yah is tah wure dat r ed f lannel aroun ' yah . yah 
s ee , yah take zit an ' j is ' fo le [ fold ] de red flannel - j es t  like , yah know , yah 
take za bandage an ' wrahp aroun ' yore han ' s .  Well , yah wrahp dat righ t tah yore 
skin . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 36 1) , 296 : 4 . ] 

22 48 .  (What do they say ab out that? ) 
Well , now if you want a j ob and can ' t get no j ob ,  well now , you goes to these 

whi te peop le ' s hous e and as k them for a j ob .  They ' ll turn their b ack on you . 
Well , you go back home and get you a piece of red f lannel - red f lannel cloth , 
tie three knots in it , tie it  around you calf up here - righ t round down be low 
your knee . 

(Either foot ? )  
The left foo t , uh-huh , and saturate i t  good in spirits of turpentine and you 

go the next day . You go there and they more than ap t  to g ive you a j ob .  
[Norfolk , Va . ,  (474) , 49 0 : 9 . ] 

2 249 . A lady was telling me about that . She live in the neighborhood of 
p eople like that . And tha t it was an old lady told her that - to wear red pepper 

in her shoes . Sh e told me that no law would never pass on that 
RED PEPPER last . 

(Wha t  was that? ) 
And she s ay that would obj ect [ obstruct ] them from doing anything , long as you 
got that red pepp er in your shoe . They s ay they couldn ' t do anything wi th you . 
[ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 16) , 9 85 : 2 . ] 

2 250 . Ah ' ve done dat mahs elf . Ah have took an ' - take yo ' a red peppah [ a  
sma ll pod , not ground red pepp er ]  an ' Hearts Co logne an ' gin an ' put i t  in a 

tobacco sack bag. An '  af tah yo '  put dat in dere , you wear it . 
RED PEPPER POD Den put one ten cen t [ cent s ]  in dere an ' yo ' wear dat e Don ' t  

nevah git rid of it an ' [ or ]  yore luck would fall fo ' yah . Yo ' 
do da t f er luck to git j ob s . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 3 11) , 239 : 2+85 . ] 

2251 . I f  d e  law ' s botherin ' yo ' , yo ' go to work - s ee ,  yo ' happ en to go to 
another f ellah yo '  hear talk of [ f rom ]  somebody dat he kin do [your work] . Well , 

he ' ll t ell yo ' dis - say , "Well , ah tell yo ' whut ah do , "  say , "now , if 
ROLLING he ' s  bo ther in , yo ' , ah ' ll stop · him for so-an t -so much . "  

Yo ' say , "Wel l , if yo '  s top i t  ah ' ll pay yo ' . "  
He ' ll g o  to work an ' he ' ll fix yo ' up a li ttle b ag about dat long - j es t  ab out 
fo ' inches long . He ' ll pu t chew some black pepper in it , put chew ab out eight 
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grains of spice an' he puts chew nine grains of red pepper, an' he'll put chew in 
about a little piece of saltpeter 'bout big as a black-eyed pea, an' he'll put 
chew in about three grains of 'sulphur. An' he'll take dat, see, an' den he'll 
wrop a silk thread string - sew it wit silk thread. Yo' take dat den an' yo' 
wear it in yore pocket. An' any time de officers come by yore place, why, yo' 
have nuthin tuh do when dey come in talk wit chew - run yore han' in yore pocket 
an' jest kinda roll dat round in yore hand, in yore pocket. Every once in a 
while kind a take yore hand out an' do somepin 1ak dat [demonstrates]. Yeah, jest 
rub it ovah yore face, yo' see, an' put it back. An' he'll pass right on by yo' 
an' dere's no kick to come. [Rolling is a common magic rite - see following 
margin-title St. John's Water.] [Waycross, Ga., (1097), 1769:3.] 

2252. [I have described an old man in New Orleans whose cure-all root bottle 
was his complete theory and practice of mediaine - see No. 847, p.293.] 

Then agin they says - in fact they has a little ball into a 
ROOT BOTTLE MAGIC bottle. Ah went to him once. Ah didn't go to him 'cause ah 

believe in him but ah went jes' tuh please de othahs. Ah 
went to him down dere an' supposed to be a real aunjure. He had a little stuff 
put in a bottle, bottle of herbs, but de way he had yo' go through de process, 
hold it in yore han' 1ak dat [demonstrates] an' anything yo' desires, he say it 
comes. Yo' hold it in yore han' 1ak dat an' carry yore han' ovah yore haid three 
times an' de third time, yo' says, "In de Name of de Father, Name of de Son an' 
Name of de Holy Ghost." Then yo' put chure han's 'cross yore breast that way an' 
put chure han's around to each side an' put 'em behin' yo'. Well, we 'sposed tub 
do that ev'ry mawnin'. Now dat's an instance. Now, say fo' instance, ah want a 
jomo, dat's whut ah would do. 

(You just make that wish?) [The bottle is a wishing jomo.] 
Ah j es' make dat wish. If ah want a job, de same thing. [Wilson, N. Car., 

(1468), 2651:19.] 
2253. Mean dey try to do you harm? 
(Yes, if I don't want them to do it, how can I stop them?) 
It can't do you no harm in a way. You goes to work an' anyone tryin' to harm 

yuh - goes to work and git chew about a tablespoonful of gun powder, sulphur, red 
pepper - sulphur and about Adam-and-Eve and dey son - jest about dat big in de 

woods. Adam-and-Eve and dey son. See Adam-and-Eve stays right 
ROOT - A TRIPLE on one stem - Eve-and-Adam and de son. You kin git dat and 

you put 'em right straight in dat and you know, make a little 
sack. Put 'em away in de front where nobody couldn't do you no harm. Den you'll 
take you a two pods of red peppah and put it in your stocking. Anything dey put 
down can't do you no harm. [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 647:3.] 

2254. Ah told him [my contact man Edward] absolutely dat ah believed in dese 
things an' dey could do - dese things could be done. Dere is roots dat ah know 

of dat ah've got faith in. 
ROOTS Yo' take de rattlesnake marster, dat's one of de wonderfu1est roots dat 

will bring luck an' carry it fo' yo' - keep yo'. Ah have experienced 
whut ah'm te11in' yo'. Yo' take it - yo' ki.n use it or yo' kin keep it with yo' 
an' have it round yo' an' yo' kin hold a job. Ah know that - ah believe it - got 
faith in it. 

Yo' take de blacksnake root - dat's a good root an' in usin' it with whiskey 
yo' kin keep love. Yo' kin love them • • • •  

Then there's a root dey calls de shoestring - devi1's shoestring. Yo' kin 
wear it - dat'll keep luck. Dat's good fo' luck. 

Den yo' take the - ah've got faith in it 'cause ah've tried it. Yo' take -
dere's a bull nettle. Well, whenevah a man an' a woman - a woman kin fiz a man 
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so dat he kin have nuthin tuh do with othah women. 
(How would she do that?) 
How she do it - dey tell me dey take worms, these earthworms, an' fry 'em an' 

git de grease an' rub it on him. He can't have nuthin else to do with no othah -
take it an' use de grease an' he can't have nuthin tuh do wit a woman. 

But now, if he take dat bull nettle, he kin overcome it. Nuse [use] it by 
puttin' it on whiskey, gin whiskey [= white whiskey, either gin or moonshine 
(uncolored) whiskey], puttin' it on gin whiskey an' drink it. He'd overcome it. 

Well, dere's a butterfly root. Now dat's a wonderful root tuh keep a woman 
with yo' jes' as long as yo' want her. 

(How would you do that?) 
Yo' kin use de root dis way. Take hit an' boil it, git all de suction [juice] 

out of it, an' put it in a vial an' keep it with yo' all de time in that vial -
a small vial, jest as small as yo' kin git it. Keep it with yo' all de time an' 
she nevah will leave yo'. 

(You don't use it?) 
Don't use it - jest keep it with you • • • •  
(What is the name of the root?) 
Shoemake root. Dey tell me if yo' take hit an' git tuh de person an ' git it 

somewhere dat dey have tuh step ovah it - they will have tuh come back. 
Dey tell me if yo' take dis heah thing - ah calls it [Graney?] Greybeard. 
(Graney Greybeard.) 

Take hit an' use it or wear it. Soak it ovah night de first night yo' git it 
an' use it gamblin'. Ah tried date Ah know date Soak it ovah night in some 
kinda cheap cologne - perfume it an' use it. Do dat once a month an' ah believe 
it's luck. Ah tried it. 

(You just wear that thwn you go to - ) 
Wear it dat way - soak it once a month. [Brunswick, Ga., (1203), 2019:11-

220 :3.] 
225 5. Go and git some aLLigator beans and break them up - git nine of 'em -

they'll be dried hard, and you will go where they live early in the morning be
fore they git up, and throw that whole bean all broke up into their door or under 
their steps or into their hallways, and call their name and walk away, for nine 
mornings. 

(You throw a different bean each morning.) 
They'd only be about that long - jest break 'em up, you know. And that will 

make 'em move. 
(What is an aLLigator bean?) 

Hit's - it look somethin' like a horse bean. 
(Like a horse bean. Is it something to eat?) 
No, yo-' can't eat that thing - that will kill you. 
(Do they grow on a tree?) 
To tell de truth ah never seen how they grow, but I get dem from Palestine. 
[Informant probably means he bought his aLLigator beans from a root or hoodoo 

merchant, who said they came from Palestine. Are they holy beans? At least 
horse bean is a variety of the common broad bean (Viaia faba) grown in Palestine 
from biblical times. A poisonous aLLigator bean I do not know, unless this is a 
disguised castor bean. The beans may not have been holy but this informant, my 
first in Washington, was: "Washington, D.C., Thurs., July 29, 1937 - beginning 
record 961 - No. 62la - Rev. A.C. Foster" - Numbers Book 62la-646.] [Washington, 
D.C., (62la), 797 :2.] 

2256. De blacksnake root - an' yo' kin take it an' dig it up - it's a kind of 
a big ole red root done has a blue flower. Well, yo' kin dig dat up an' yo' kin 
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tote it in yore pocket all de time, an' when yo' go tuh git a job yo' kin keep 
feelin' dat in yore pocket, until dat gits on de boss's mind hard an' den he'll 
give yo' a job dataway. [Florence, S. Car., (1320), 2264:5.] 

2257. Well, the only thing to do in case if you should happen to want any 
result and be successful in luck [getting a job], jes' go and git some oil of 

rose from de drug store, which and why, you gits dat in all 
ROSE - OIL OF leading drug stores. You don't find dat in no little drug store, 

you know, 'cause it is too costly. It costes 10¢ a drop and you 
know what one drop is - it's jes' only a whiff of it, so therefore you will have 
to git at least about ten drops in dere to do you much good. 

Now, you take dat ten drops of oil of rose and jes' rub it over once in de 
palm of de hand - rub it jes' like dis [demonstrates]. Rub your hands together 
and press it down and while you is pressing it down, say, "God de Father, God de 
Son." And press your hand like dis and press it across your face - bring it 
down - don't evah rub it up - always bring it down, you know, pressing it in. 
Then when you git through wit that, then you gits de Scriptures and read de 31st 
chapter Psalms, the 45th and the 52nd. And then you go out depending on luck. 

And de first place you stop in, well, jest knowing exactly how to approach, 
they won't take you then, but will tell you as much as possible to drop in now 
and then, and by going on you will come into the sense of being successful and 
get the job. 

(You got the job?) 
Yes, you'll come to have a chance of getting it. [Charleston, S. Car., (517), 

605:7.] 
2258. De fo' Psalms, that chew use. And yo' use rose oil tuh grease yore 

face and hands befo' yo' go in - rose oil and salt. An '  grease yore hands and 
face and use the fo't division of Psalms - it's a prayer. 

----(you do this before you go up before the judge.) [Mobile, Ala., (6 68), 
882:12.] 

2259. Tuh keep de [bill] collector - tuh keep him away from yore do' [some 
indistinct words]. 

(You take river water?) 
Yo' kin take it but yo' gotta git that watah an' keep it from one yeah to 

anothah. Yo' gotta git it on de 24th day of June [ St. John the Baptist's Day]. 
Dat's whut chew call st. John watah an' yo' put it in yore 

ST. JOHN'S WATER bottle an' yo' keep de haid turn up an' yo' collector or yore 
landlord neither ain't goin' worr y  yo' too much. Ain't nobody 

goin' break up yore business. The laws won't come around or anything. The laws 
won't bother yo'. 

(You just take water out of the river.) 
Yo' git de clear watah out de rivah wit chure prayers. Yo' gotta pray - any 

prayer. Our Father - dat's de Lord's Prayer. 
(That's St. John's water?) 
St. John water an' yo' call him fo' protection an' he'll protect yo'. 
(You just have the head of that bottle pointed out the door?) 
Out de do' - dat keep 'em off. 
If he comin' - yo' jis' take dat bottle when yo' thin k yore landlord's comin' 

or yore enemies is comin', yo' take yore bottle an' yo' roll it. Yo' roll it wit 
chure feet - an' den roll it right back where it come from at de do'. [This is 
one of several magic rolling rites confined to the New Orleans area - rolling a 
bottle, a candle, a coconut, anything (see Rolling in Index).] 

[St. John's water is also a health measure, like May water (No. 986, p.381 and 
Index), and consequently a protection from e vil. In Teutonic folklore St. John's 
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fire was lighted on the night of June 24 to ward off sickness and misfortune for 
the coming year. The preceding evening of June 23 - Saint John's Eve or Mid
summer Eve - was the beginning of various rites.] [Algiers, La., (1584), 2955:1; 
elderly woman, small-time worker, who could remember people filling bottles with 
St. John's �ate�. She also gave the information in margin-title Marie Baptiste 
and Marie LeVeau.] 

2260. De he�b men see somepin dey call Pete� ' s �oteationKey - and anoint 
that seven mornin's with Luaky Holy Oil and wear it on yore person. 

SAINT PETER'S PROTECTION KEY 

shiny stuff. It made like a 
dat [protection] purpose. 

(What will that do?) 
That to protect yo', if people tryin' to do things 
to you. 
(What does this key look like?) 
It look like aluminum or silver or some kind of 

key but it don't fit no lock on a door - made fer 

[This key sold by he�b men, who buy it from mail-order firms or religious 
supplies shops, is worn for protection. The same or similar key in New Orleans 
area is offered to picture or statue of St. Peter (Bee margin-title St. Peter).] 
[Jacksonville, Fla., (563), 701 : 6 . ] 

2261. Now, you kin wear a medal, but you gotta have a silver medal to wear. 
You kin wear St. Theresa. Wears it and you will hold a job and you will keep a 

job. . 
ST. THERESA MEDAL (You will hold this job and keep it, if you wear the medal.) 

That medal will bring you a job and once in a while if you 
be late on the job, the watchman ain't goin' say a thing to you, dey think you 
doin' dey work. [Mobile, Ala., (651), 851:4.] 

2262. (This animal - what's the name of it now?) 
It's de satamande� dey call it. He's got skin kinda like one dese brown puppy 

dogs, an' long claws - dey gits about dis long, see. He's got a pocket [pouch] 
on each side of his haid, see, an' a little root jest about dat 

SALAMANDER long in dose pockets. An' natchly yo' kin sit dose roots outa 
POCKET GOPHER his pockets - dey jest about de size of a penny, an' yo' wear 

dose roots jest natchly in yore pockets, or yo' sew it up into 
somepin - course yo' kin sew it up into a piece of flannel if yo' wanta, so yo' 
won't lose it. It'll shore give yo' good luck. Ah've tried date An' ole lady 
told me about date Ah nevah had seen one befo' ah come down heah. Since ah been 
working down heah we found one out on de job while we was workin', an' quite 
nach'l it shore has got two little pockets one on each side of his haid. 

Well, ah got dose two roots - looked in dere an' found dose two roots an' ah 
got dose two roots. Ah didn't do anything wit 'em but ah got ' em  on me heah in 
mah pocket now. Ah wears them in mah pocketbook every dayan' ah has pretty good 
luck. 
----(Just general good luck.) 

Yes sir. [I evidently looked at them. 
called sa�nde� in southeastern U.S.A.] 
1638:7.] 

A pocket gopher (Geomys tuza) is 
[St. Petersburg, Fla., (1012), 

2263. A man kin go ketch one dese heah sandomingos (salamander) in Georgia. 
[Comment later.] He look jes' lak a white rat. He stays in de ground 1ak a 

�. He's got a pocket lak a 'vossum an' he's got it fulla yerbs, all kinda 
yerbs outside in his pocket. An yo' ketch one of dem an' git de yerbs outa hit, 
outa his pocket, an' dey ain't nobody in de world kin beat chew. 

(What would you do with those herbs?) 
Yo' carry ' em  in yore pocket wit chew. An' rub de cards wit 'em. Yes, that's 
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luck fo' gamblin'. 
(And you say the sandomingo - does it run around down in Georgia, you say?) 
Yessuh, sandomingo, jes' lak a white rat, got red eyes. He stay in de ground 

jes' lak a mole an' travel, but he comes out. 
(And he has a little pocket?) 
Yessuh, he has a pocket on de outside - jes' lak dis shirt, his pocket is on 

de outside. 
(And he carries some roots in that pocket?) 
Yessuh, he carries it full. 
[Even my transcriber realizes informant is trying to describe the pocket 

gopher, because she added the BaLamande� parenthesis. Since this animal is not 
a marsupial, it has no outside pocket - only cheek pouches. Whether an albino 
has been seen or exists, I do not know.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1513) , 2679:4.] 

2264. Well, dey say yo' step roun' unbeknownst tuh ' em an' sprinkle salt in 
his head. 
(Right on top of his head?) 

Table salt - yes, on top of his head. 
SALT (What will that do to him?) 

That kills his hand. 
(That kills the hand that is luckier than your hand in any kind of gambling 
game.) [St. Petersburg, Fla., (991), 1599:6.] 

2265. Well, he'd [my husband would] have me sprinklin' salt fa' ' em tuh fall. 
Ah used to sprinkle salt on 'em fo' 'em tuh fall, so he could win. Dat'll kill 
yo' hand if yo' got a gambUn' han' - done went somewhere an' got a gambling 
hand. Dat'll kill it - salt an' red peppah. [Waycross, Ga., (1141), 1857:4.] 

2266. Take salt an' black peppah an' three pods of garlic an' yo' wear it in 
de right pocket, an' if de fellah have anything dere fo' luck, yo' understand, it 
won't be very severe, yo' see. If he's any man with any kind of talent at all, 
he'll know it's somepin wrong an' he'll fin'lly quit that game, yo' see. [New 
Orleans, La., (1560), 2854:6.] 

2267. When yo' gamblin' yo' have a buddy, a fren'. Well, dis fren' he'll be 
'long wid joo an' when de crowd git tuh gamblin', yore fren' will have yo' some 
salt in his han' an' some red peppah or black peppah - jes' so's it peppah. An' 
dey go roun' de othah people, not both together, jes' his fren' go roun' to de 
othah people an' jes' throw a little down deys back - three times up an' down his 
back wit dat salt, an' de last one of dem who he put dat salt on deY'll faZZ, 
dere luck will fall. 

(That kills the luck of everybody there.) 
Kills it. [Sumter, S. Car., (1368), 2423:7.] 
2268. Ah've taken some salt an' black peppah an' stuff an' went to skin game 

an' ah've let mah han' git wet an' take an' jes' put it all ovah de cards an' 
ever'thing an' ah've taken salt an' sprinkle it all roun' peoples lak dat, an' 
been in a game an' ah win money lak that. [Wilson, N. Car., (1455) , 2645:12.] 

2269. Then yo' kin take salt an' put it in yore mouth lak dat [demonstrates]. 
(Just rub it over your tongue.) 
Fa' nine times. Shuffle yore cards up an' put 'em down an' tell de man tuh 

cut. When he cut ' em yo' go turn de card on de top an' throw one out an' start 
a bettin', an' yo'll win ever' bit of money dere's dere. [Fayetteville, N. Car., 
(1407), 2529:6.] 

2270. Take salt and burn it, then dampen it, let it become hard, put it in 
a paper, wrap it up tight, wear it in your left pocket, and they say you'll have 
good luck. [Fredericksburg, Va., (44), Ed.] 

2271. [The following rite is taken from my original pencil transcription 
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(fair copy) made a few days after the recording. One change only have I made -
my original parentheses had to be turned into brackets, because my comments or 
explanations were not spoken to the Telediphone at the time of recording.] 

You kin get a whole bran'-new box of salt, and don't even cook out of it, and 
take a handful in your right hand and trow it aroun' like date [Here informant 
demonstrated at the fireplace. She extended imaginary salt towards the flames, 
brought it back to her body by circling from right to left, completed the circle 
so that her hand was again over the fire, and dropped the salt] and say, "Forsake 
eberbody else in de worl' for me. In de Name of de Father and de Son, Who made 
us all. II And eber time you say dat, drop some in de fire. [The number of times 
was indefinite.] You kin say dat for love and draw some man to yah. 

[One cylinder later informant demonstrated another rite.] 
Like I was in jail and I had somebody out dat I really didn't want some other 

girl to be aroun' or somepin, I'd take de broom, de broom dat I sweep de ward wid 
if I'm in jail; take dat broom, turn it down and call dat girl's name or dat 
boy's name or whoever it was. I take dis broom and do jis' like dis here • • •  [At 
this point the informant, a girl about twenty, straddled an imaginary�room and 
went sweeping around the room. The broom strokes, rapidly made, were from be
tween her feet outward] and call their name [while sweeping] every morning for 
nine mornings. Then whenever I git through wid it I turn de handle part down and 
de head part up. De ninth morning dey'll come to jail. Dey'll commit a crime 
and de man'll ketch 'em and bring 'em to jail. [Wilmington, N. C . , (260), 254:4 
and 255:7.] 

2272. If a person leave home, yo' take some tabZe saZt - jes' take it on de 
palm of yore hand an' blow it an' make a wish. Git up every mornin' befo' de sun 
rise an' blow it towards de east for de nine mornin's, an' de ninth day dey'll be 
back. 

[In former days course salt was used for everything - cattle, curing meat and 
at the table. On farms it was bought by the old-fasioned wooden barrel. After 
finely granulated salt was introduced - first in small cloth sacks and then in 
cardboard boxes, this smaller salt was sometimes called tabZe saZt. In horse
and-buggy days, persons living in towns sometimes called it horse saZt.] 
[Waycross, Ga., (1093), 1761:13.]· 

2273. Ah proved dis mahself, when yo' want a job, take yo' some tabZe saZt 
an' tie it up in de corner of yore han'kerchief an' go dere an' ask him fo' a 
job, an' feel dat salt in yore pocket an' mash on dat salt, work on dat salt, 
lookin' him straight in de eye an' tell him whut chew want, an' he'll give yo' 
a job. Ah done tried it. [Sumter, S. Car., (13 55), 2374:9.] 

2274. Said dat if yo'd like to run a person from a place, yo' could put salt 
around their bed, an' dey wouldn't be interested in staying dere no longer - dey 
would soon leave. 

(How do you put that salt around their bed?) 
Well, jest po' a little slight stream, yo' know, wit de hand - a little hand

ful, yo' know, jest round de bed in a circle. [Waycross, Ga., (1064), 1723:5.] 
2275. Once dere wus a fellah went an' shot in de church - shot in through de 

church. All of us in de church preachin' an' ever 'thin' , an' he came up drunk 
an' he shot into de church. Some of de fellahs made him mad an' went 

SAND ROOT in de church an' he went home - ran home all de way home an' got his 
shotgun an' come back - got his pis tol an' come back. He's intendin' 

tuh break up de church - all of 'em drunk. Well, he come back an' shot in de 
church. He run dem all out, de preacher out de church an' ever'thin'. Well, 
when he ran dem all out he ranned on out hisself an' went tuh shootin' behin' 
demo Well, his father says, "Well son, ah'm goin' git chew outa dis, if yo' be's 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 643 

good." H e  said, "Yes." He wus goin' to his father tuh git him out. [For man so 
mad at his church he threw graveyard dirt on congregation, see No. 655, p. 22l . ] 

Well, his father went to a man an' got a root. It wus a root about that long, 
a blacksnake root an' dese heah IiI roots yo' call de sand root - about that, so 
long. He give him that root an' tole him to put it - cut it an' put it in his 
shoe, an' take one piece an' put it in his mouth when he git up there befo' de 
judge an' chew dat root, an' if he'd chew dat root, he'd come clear or wouldn't 
have tuh make a oath for 60 or 70 or maybe 90 days. An '  he taken dat root an' 
went up dere an' he tole him tuh keep his foot pattin' lak that while he wus up 
there an' while de judge wus tryin' him. Well, he taken that root an' put it in 
his mouth an' had one under each feet an' he's up dere pattin' de root an' de 
judge tried him. He tole him he could giv e him a life sentence or have him exe
cuted, but de best thing he could do fo' him wus let him go, tuh give him five 
yeahs out of town. Dat's whut he did with the root dat he had. 

(All he had was the piece of blacksnake root?) 
He had a piece of blacksnake root an' whut chew call de sand root. An' he had 

then cut it an' put in his shoe - in each shoe an' while the judge wus tryin' him 
he chewed dat root. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1422), 2564:6.] 

2276. If a fellah gits in bad luck altogethah an' ev'rythin' he git, he jist 
run away an' he jis' lose it - jis' nuthin come fo' him atall. Well, if he'd go 

SASSAFRAS 
BLACKBERRY 

uptown an' buy him a piece of red [lannen, an' go in de woods an' 
git a blackberry root - git a blackberry root an' he git him a root 
dey call sassafras. Yo' know, yo' see people takin' sassafras tea. 
Well, yo' git de sassafras root an' de blackberry root, yo' come on 

back to town wit 'em an' yo' git chew some sulphur, an' take dat root an' sulphur 
an' put it together an' sews it up in dat flannen cloth. [Three ingredients.] 
An' 'stead of yo' puttin' it in yore pocket - don't wear it in yore pocket, wear 
it roun' yore waist, hang in , in front of yo' all de time. Well, quite natch�t 
bring plenty of luck to yo' all de time. Yo'll have a job all de time. [Sumter, 
S. Car., (1364), 2408:6.] 

2277. If yo' want a enemy tuh stay outa yore house - don't want him in dere -
yo' take dem scissors an' den yo' bind dem together jes' lak dat an' den yo' git 

SCISSORS 
chew some black thread an' den yo' tie nine knots in de bindin' an' 
hang 'em up near de do'. Dat enemy whut yo' don't want in yore home, 
she [he] won't come in dere. 

(You tie those nine knots in the string to what?) 
Yo' see, yo' put both de points together an' den yo' wrap it [in a piece of 

cloth] an' den tie it wit dis black thread an' hang it near de do', an' den dat 
enemy whut yo' don't want in dere won't come in dere. [Memphis, Tenn., (1556), 
2830:9.J 

2278. Have tuh bury 'em or eithah put' 'em undah de bed or put 'em in a pillah 
or somewhere. 

(This pair of scissors? What is that done for?) 
Dat's fo' sharp luck, yo' know. [New Orleans, La., (155 8), 2832:12.] 
2279. De seals [areJ in de Six an' Seven Books of Moses. Yo' take dis parch' 

[parchment] papah an' de seal dat fits yore complaint. Take dis seal an' yo' put 
dis seal, aftah yo've copied it [from the book], in de inner sole of your shoe, 

de right shoe an' yo' wear it dere constantly an' read de 25th 
SEALS ARE HANDS chapter of Psalms fo' nine straight mawnin's. 

(What will that do then?) 
Dat's supposed to protect yo' from all enemies. 

[Seals are usually said to be from the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses, but 
an able doator will sometimes make his own seal (see No. 2281) and occasionally 
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a person will call .almost any hand a seal.] [Memphis, Tenn., (9l5) , 1841:6.] 
2280. Over heah on mah property had a friend boarded an' his wife quit him, 

an' she was tryin' to do him harm an' he writ to dis person [doctop] an' he sent 
a little article. Ah got one dam little articles now, but ah have nevah tried 
it. See date 

(What is that?) 
[He didn't know, so I describe it for the microphone.] 
{It's a square piece of heavy parchment [imitation] - it's a seal - it's about 

1 1/4 inches square on heavy brown parchment. {Printed on it is] Seal fpom the 
Book of Moses. What did she give him that for?) 

Wal, to git his wife back to give him luck. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (99l) , 
1598:4.] 

2281. Take dirt dauber's nest and mix with mostly any oil that you want to. 
and make like a seal for yourself. Understand. Just write like - like this 
were - like a seal that's made on de Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses. Well, you 
take that and beat it out, you know, press it. Well it get hard, understand. 
Then you write just whomsomever you want - a person you want upon there - and 
wear it upon you, just like I'd come to you for a favor or anything. 

(You mean, you write this seal on this stuff?) 
Yes. [New Orleans, La., (822), 1188:4.] 
2282. (If I want a seal, just how would I do that?) 
Well, yo' write chure own seal. Yo' take yore birth, de day yo' wus bo'n, an' 

de 118 or 'long somewhere lak dat in Psalms - lak date Fold it very. even an' pin 
it somewhere down heah in de front - jis' so it's in front of yo' all de time. 
An' den yo' might write one an', put it in yore right shoe, but it don't have to 
move. Yo' have to seal it - yo' know, put a muscilage on it an' put a papah ovah 
it an' seal it. Let dat stay dere - jis' let it stay in a warm place. Dat keep 
anyone from harmin' yo' dat's tryin' tuh harm yo'. 

Ah puts dat seal in it an' ah wears dat saltpeter in dat shoe - make a dust of 
it an' put a little bergamine [bergamot] in dere, an' have mah seal in dere al
ready. If ah don't, ah put a seal in dere an' den ah wear dat in dere all de 
time, an' once in a while put a little white sugah. White sugah is pretty sweet. 

(That is if the shoe was dPessed for me, that would undpess it.) 
Well, ah'd git dat job seal. De seals is re'lly good. An' if yo' write a 

seal fo' a job, yo' would put it in a pocket, in a tobacco sack or somepin [thUS 
seal becomes hand] an' put it in yore pocket an' den yo' take yore bath an' a!! 
chew a little piece of conkep [John de Conkep] an' talk to it. 

(How would you make that seal for the job?) 
Yo' would make that seal jis' lak yo' would make the othah seals. Seals is 

wo 'n mo' now den anything. 
[The latter is a personal judgment of the informant - doctop, woman and good. 

Seals were practically unknown along the Atlantic coast and not used often in New 
Orleans. Copying a seal, whether design or prayer, is for the lazy or ungifted 
practitioner.] 

Everybody that works have someone workin' ovah 'em an' if they [the law] a!! 
chew, why the madam or whoever it is, will make a seal an' git it to yo' - the 
seats of the law [the seals to conquer the law] . 

(Have somebody over you to bring the seal to you in jail?) 
Yes. [Memphis, Tenn., (925), 1502:1.] 
2283. Jes' take three locks of his hair . 
(The boss's hair?) 
Yeah, if yot kin git it. Be round his house where he'd comb, where he comb 

his hair, an' git three locks of his hair an' yo' take those three locks of hair 
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an' yo' keep them saturated in Hearts perfume an' git close enough to him to talk 
to him to"b10w yore breath in his face. An' then yo' git a 

SEVEN SISTERS ROOT � which is called de Seve n Siste rs, an' yo' take that 
root an' yo' wrop this hair round th at root an' keep that. 

An' when yo' go to 'em, dey says he won't deny yo'. 
(You carry this root with you. What do you put that root in?) 
Yo' take it an' put it in a 1i1 cloth, or make a large enough piece of papah 

an' tote it right in yore watch pocket. 
An' de whole time yo' talkin' to him, yo' keep yo' fingah down in there, jest 

1ak dere somepin between yore thumb an' yore fingah next to it. Yo' know, work 
it kinda 1ak yo' would a match, yo' know - 1ak that, yo' know [demonstrates]. 

(Just roll it around between thumb and forefinger of your right hand.) 
Yessuh. [See margin-title Seve n Sisters, later.] [Fayetteville, N. Car., 

(1412), 2549.] 
2284. Luck with a man gamblin' - jist like if he got a girl friend or somepin 

or other, go around her ministration, jis' like he may have a han's'chef, get 
some [menstrual blood] on his han's'chef or piece of paper or 

SEX AS A HAND somepin or other, an' jis' wrap his money all up good with it an' 
go in a game an' nobody in the world kin win from him. An' a 

woman, if she gamble, she kin let her man urinate on her money an' put it [in] 
her pocketbook or her nation sack [ see preceding margin-title Natio n  Sack ] ,  you 
know, where thats he kin git to it you know from the bottom, an' jes' go in a 
game an all the money then is their money. [The words ministra te (as a noun) 
and ministration are known everywhere and frequently used in rites.] [Memphis, 
Tenn., (962), 1552:4.] 

2285. Ah heard that they could take the periods of a woman an' tie it - yo' 
know, jest has it on a cloth an' put it in their pocket, in the right pocket, an' 
carry that dice into that pocket an' it would give them luck. They nevah lose • • •  

(They just carry this [these] dice right on this piece of cloth?) 
Dat's right, an' they'd be always lucky in gamb1in'. [Wilson, N. C., (1493), 

2663:9.] 
2286. Said to be lucky - dey puts dere han' up undah a woman's dress fo' 

luck. Well, dat's all ah heard dem say dey do - jest place dere han' up undah de 
woman dress an' go right back. An' ever' time dey fall [lose], dat's whut dey do 
an' dey gain. Ah nevah been roun' anyone talkin' on dat line very much, but ah 
hear dat much. 

(That is if they are playing cards or dice, or anything of that sort?) 
P1ayin' cards an' shootin' dice an' all. Dat's whut ah heard dem 'splain of 

it. Ah nevah has had much experience about gamblin' ata11. [Sumter, S. Car., 
(1384), 2461:4.] 

2287. Cross him up - you gotta arass him up. See, like that, there's two
three ways to cross him up for that. Now, you kin go to his house, if you wanta 
quit that game at that time - if you could get at his woman you could aross him 
�. That's going to put him in bad luck. And sometimes you kin change cards and 
go and put him in bad luck. But the best way to cross him up in that game, you 
kin draw his cards. If not that, you git behind him and you sprinkle a little 
salt on his back. [Salt sprinkling with variations is known everywhere.] See, 
that salt, that kills him [kills his luck]. 

(How do you mean, if you got his woman you could aross him up? You mean while 
he is in the game?) 

Yeah, while he's in the game gambling, and you go to the house and have his 
woman - he can't ketch nobody. 

(Then his luck is bad in gambling?) 
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Yeah , that ' s  right - it's going to be bad. [New Orleans, La . ,  (867) , 1406 : 5. ]  
2288. D en dey go to a woman an ' gi t s ome of her hair , unders tand, some of her 

hair down heah , de privat e hair , an' tie it up in a red han ' kerchief or red rag 
or somepin an ' to te it in dere pocket - yo' know , wear i t  on yo ' . Work it  in yo ' 
han ' s yo ' know [b efore p laying or betting ] an ' s tick it  back in yo ' pocke t . 

(What do you do that for? For luck or what ? )  [Wopk it in yope han's indi
cates gamb l ing but I wanted a s tatement . ]  

For luck in gamb lin' . [ Wilson , N. Car . ,  ( 1466) , 2651:4 . ]  
2289 . I f  you wanta have luck in g amb lin ' , if yo' married or got a wif e  or got 

a girl fren' , j es '  git a piece off her b loomers an' a p iece of her hair an ' a 
hairp in , an ' put Heapt CoZogne wit da t an ' a piece of garlic , an ' s ew dat into a 
c lo th together ·wi th a d ime an ' keep it in yore pocketbook or in yore pocket . Yo' 
always have luck in gamb lin' . [Savannah , Ga . , ( 1279 ) , 2176:2 . ]  

2290. Dat i s  known as d e  s ens i t ive brier [Sch�nkia uncinata], grows practi
cally all ovah de  worl ' pr act ic ally , an ' i t  has a small b lo ssom on it  - a p ink 

SHAME BRIER - SHAME VINE 
SENSITIVE BRIER 

SHAME FACE - SHAME JIM 
ASHAMIN ' 

SHAMIN ' JUDY 

b lossom, an ' then yo ' go to dis blos som i f  yo ' think 
you have any enemies an' yo ' kin say to de b rier -
j es '  pas s  yore han ' ovah it , say , " Be shamed" an ' de 
brier - de leaves wi ll f aint as i f  dey clos e up . Den 
when dey clos e up yo' git six of those - put three in 
one shoe an ' three in de othah , an ' then nuthin won ' t 
harm yo' . 

(You can walk over anything , i t  won't harm you.) [Savannah , G a . , ( ? ) , 2 10 3:3.] 
2291 . A little vine called de shame face. 
( Called the shame face. And why is i t  ca lled that ? )  
Ah re ' lly don ' t know why i t ' s  called - that ' s  the name that ah was learned . 
(You j us t  told me why it was called a moment ag o?  If  you touch it what wi ll 

happen? ) 
Ohl I t will close . An ' yo ' get thos e litt le 

of Heapts PepjUme an ' use that on yorese lf . An ' 
(Tha t is supposed to b e  i f  you are g oing down 

[S t. Petersburg , Fla . ,  (1050) , 1705:1 . ] 

roots an '  put them in a b ottle 
then yo '  gain the inf luence. 
to get a j ob f rom the b os s . )  

229 2. Yo ' git cha s ome dis heah Shame Jim [shame brier ] ' at ' s  a root dat 
grows in de wood s . You take it , see , and de leaves ' ull [wi ll]  all come to
gether . Dey c all it Shame Jim. Yo ' take dat Shame Jim and make yo' a t oo th
brush, you under s tand . And go righ t down d ere and talk to him [boss ] and look 
him right straight in de eye , don ' t bat chure eye atall , j es '  look him righ t 
s traigh t in de eye and tell him , "Ah want a j ob - ah want so much money . "  He ' ll 
give it tuh you . Ah know dat well . 

(How do you mean make a toothbrush of this Shame Jim? ) 
Jus t  take it chew know and put i t  in yor e mouth and chew i t, yo ' know like 

' bacco , in yo ' mouth and it makes a toothbrush . 
(I s that the kind of toothbrush the old colored people used to us e?)  
Yes ,  suh - dat ' s  it - dat Shame Jim and Devil ' s-shoestring . 
(What do they do with devil ' s-shoes tring ? )  
Dey use dat , too. Dey us e ' ly git  it long , yo ' know - d evil's-shoes tr ing long 

dat way and dey tie 'em ' round dere waist under dere clothes next to dere hide . 
(What do they tie i t  around the waist for? ) 
Good luck - s trength - s tr eng then yo ' an ' g ood luck [makes you s tronger and 

luckier]. [Mobile, Ala. , ( 6 67) , 879:2 . ]  
2293 . Yo ' kin go out on de railroad track an ' it ' s  a IiI vine da t grow out 

dere dey c all d e  Shamin' Judy - yes , Shamin'. Same calls it Ashamin', but it ' s  
a Shamin' Judy. S ee, if yo ' touch it, an' i t c lose up - when yo ' touch de b ush 
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de leaves close up. An ' yo ' d ig dat root an ' carry i t  in yore pock et an ' take a 
piece - if yo' wants a j ob ,  yo' takes a piece an ' carry i t  in yor e pocketbook -
have good luck all d e  time . But if yo ' wanta go s ee a man for a job , chew dat 
root an ' ey e  ' em  - yo ' know , '

j es '  look him right on d e  eyes an' den he  wouldn ' t  
turn yo ' down .  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1365 ) , 24 10:4 . ] 

22 9 4 .  I f  they want a man and can ' t con t rol him , th ey kin make 
SHIMMY-TAIL TEA him shimmy-tai Z tea. They boil their underclo th es and le t him 

drink, and pu t i t  in his food and they s ay they ' ll have control 
ov er him .  And they say it ' s  a real fact , too . [ Shimmy- taiZ tea is known every
wher e . ] [ Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 3 79 : 1 . ] 

2295 . When I was a boy I was hunt ing a j ob h er e  [ at the Chamb er lain Ho te l] as 
be llboy and I had my mother to see a so-c al led fortune teller. And he told her 

to burn som e sh oes and to g et a few of the ashes an d sprink le s ome of 
SHOE these ashes around Richmond ' s  f eet , he was the manager, when I came to 

app ly for the j ob .  
[The informant , h eadwaiter ,  b egan as bellboy a t  old Ch ambe rlain; I in terviewed 

him , 19 36 at new Chamb erlain . ]  [ O ld Point C omfort , Va . , ( 23 ) , Ed . ]  
2296 .  Ah say ah has learnt d is . I f  ah go to a man today fo ' a j ob an ' he 

turn me b ack an ' he d idn ' t need anyone , to go back ag in tomorrow an ' gwine wi th 
him agin . We ll , he  may turn me down da t time . Well , dey said if  ah had a old 
pair of shoes dat ah wusn ' t  wear in ' , to change mah luck tuh c ome b ack home an ' 
git  some s ulphur an ' tak e ' em  to de back yard an ' burn 'em an ' it  would change 
mah luck . [The third t ime succe eds . ]  

(Then you wou ld go down and s ee him again to get a j ob ? ) 
Dat ' s  r igh t . [ Florenc e , S .  Car . , ( 1286 ) , 2183 : 1 .] 
229 7 .  Yo ' kin take an ' take a p erson's shoe , if yo ' wanted ' em  tuh leave from 

home , an ' burn it an ' tak e  dat an ' throw it  in de rivah. Jes ' take an ' carry it 
tuh de rivah an ' throw it , say , "Yo ' go . "  Jes ' 1ak yo' throw it, holler , "G o ." 
Dat per s on will have tuh go . 

(You tak e  e ither shoe? )  
De left f oot .  
(And you burn i t  to ash es or j us t  burn part of it? ) 
Ye s, burn it up into ashes - de s ole of it , not d e  whole sho e ,  j es '  de sole 

into ashes . An ' j es '  g i t  de ashes dust. [ Brunswi ck, Ga . , ( 1217),  20 7 1 : 1 . ] 
2298 . T o  sob er drun ken man take of f his shoe and rub it  on th e bot tom of his 

fee t . [I f orgot to put th is under Shoes (p . 481) , though it can be considered 
h ere a hand. ] [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) ,  813 : 4 . ]  

2299 . A woman had a ' f liction on her r ight side - would cons tantly ' f 1i c t  her 
an ' sh e th ink s  s omebody had throwed after - whu t d e' cal led throwed after yo ' -
throwed a shoe after h er or done something lik e  d ate [This ri te - with graveyard 
dirt, anyth ing - is usually throw for.] [ St . Peter sburg, Fla . ,  ( 9 9 3 ) , 1605 : 1 .] 

2300 . Tuh make a man s tay home , dat is , lik e wom en gen ' ra11y do t o  make men 
s tay home , all yo ' got ta do is j es '  b low yor e b reath in d e  r ight sh oe thre e  times 
an ' turn it up , put i t  undah d e  be d . 

(He ' ll stay at home? )  
Tuh mak e  h im stay home - yeah, dat runs ab out a t  nigh t .  [ S avannah , Ga . , 

( 1 2 7 6 ) , 2170: 4 . ]  
230 1 .  H e  would g e t  up in d e  morning before a sunrise and I went wi th him 

b efore sunrise and go to a shoemake bush . You know what shoemak e  bush is? 
(Yes , i t  has thos e b erries on it . I know . ) 

SHOEMAKE - SUMAC [ Thi s i s  merely a yes answe r .  I was th inking o f  staghorn 
suma c (Rhus hirta). whi ch I had known for years; he presum

ab ly was thinking of smooth sumac (R. gZabra).] 
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Y es , little red berr ies . Go to  a sho emake bush and get a bunch o f  d em  b err ies 
and g ive him n ine of d em  berr ies , and let him go down b efore d e  jud ge with nine 
of dem and talk with hi m, wh en d e  j udg e asking him ques t ions .  And i f  the fine is 
grea t ,  he 'll put a light fine on him. [ Nor fo lk,  Va . ,  ( 473) , 4 88:1 .] 

2302 . Well, it ' s  a herb dat chew get dat chew - de shoe- tongue , kinda chew 
dem,  an' yo' have i t  in yore mouth an ' chew  i t. Sp i t  it. Sp it it an ' makes;yore 

wishes wh ut chew want. [ Is this the p lan t dog tong ue or  
SHOE-TONGUE ROOT hound ' s  tong ue?] Lak yo ' won ' t want de j udg e tuh g o  hard on 

yo ' , sp it it do wn  an ' d ey ain ' t g oin ' t uh kno w i t  yo '  know , 
an' dat will make i t  light on yo ' - i t  wi ll go  thr ough [ case agains t y ou wi ll go 
through - fai l. ] 

(Why d o  the y  us e shoe-tongue root? Why d on ' t they use any thing else? Why do 
they us e that root? Do yo u know?) 

Because it' s so g ood .  It ' s  s o  g ood . [ Fayette vi lle , N. Car .,  (143 5 ) , 2601 : 2 . ]  
2 30 3. Well ,  d e n  if yo' cain 't g it d os e  thing s , yo' g o to de s tore and b uy yo' 

one dos e  sifters . We cal l  d em  de ten- cent s if ters . Y o' kno w dey have go t ' em  
f o ' a dime b ut ah th in k  dey cos t a lit tle mo' now. 

SIFTER (Y ou mean that - the y s if t  f lour wi th ? )  
Dat ' s right - yo ' t urn d e  crank. An ' g i t  ch ew one d os e  s ifter . 

We ll, all r igh t , when yo'  g it dat and den yo' take dat s if ter an' car ry i t  ro und 
f i ve times - j es '  lak yo ' settin '  in dat chair , carry it r ound yo '  f i ve times . 

(How d o  you carry it - to yo u or away from y ou? ) 
Bring it like d iS, s ee .  [ Demons trat es.] Carry it r ound lak dis - take dis 

hand and carry it round disa way again . 
( Oh ,  the s if ter g oes a ll ar ound yo ur body - f ive ti mes around y our body ?) 
[ Wh i le s itting in a chair , ho ld wi th right hand a s ifter res ting on yo ur lap; 

th en clockwis e pass sif ter b ehind chair , letting lef t hand meet i t  ha lfwa y and 
comp le te the cir cling . ]  

Den , when yo' do da t a nd den yo ' ta ke da t sifter d en an ' wrap i t up in a piece 
of unbleached do mes tic cloth and p ut dat up und er yore s teps . Don ' t b ur y  i t  in 
d e  gr ound b ut bed it [ la y i t  d own] an ' bed it wit de s ifter par t datawa y  
[d emons trates ]  • 

(Away fr om the house and the hand le part toward the hous e? )  
Yes sir , da t keeps ' em  g oin ' all d e  ti me - dey d on ' t not ice yo ' . 
(I s ee - that's to keep the law away .) [ Mob ile ,  Ala . , ( 65 6 ) , 940 :2 . ]  
2304 . I says , ah heard them say if anybody was i n  the house that yo u wanted 

to move ou t,  to get a grave-digg er to ge t  you a hand of f a sinnePman's - lef t 
hand off a sinnerman's b od y. You know , jus t like a h ous e was 

SINNERMAN'S HAND h igh - well,  it's g ot mayb e some p lace where you g ot a chance 
to bur y it. Well,  quite natch ' l, the e vil sp ir it wo uld f ollow 

[ the hand to ] that p lace , you kn ow, and yo u wo uld b e  afraid and you w ould have to 
move out 'caus e you w ouldn't unders tand nuth in.  Y ou wo uld hear s ome kind of 
f unny no is e  ar ound there , yo u know, and yo u j us t  co uldn't unders tand i t  and yo u ' d  
have t o move. 

[House was high means hous e raised ab ovegro und on f our or mo re r ocks or pos ts 
to a vo id dampnes s .  A p erson cou ld crawl into this underneath airspace to pZant 
any cunjure. ] [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 76 1) , 10 41 : 4. ]  

2305. It 's a good many t imes in turnin' work - d ere' s g ood many times dat 
chew wants tuh take an' turn it on a man , if he's ver y s mart an' ind us tr ious an' 

yo' wanta put him s lowful [ not s lo thful] where he ' ll los e  out on a j ob 
SNAIL or anywhere,  an y wa y,  form or fashi on .  Yo ' takes de s nail an' yo'  p ut 

'im into a haIfa p int of wat ah, an' de road dat d is fe llah go t'a walk , 
yo ' sprinkle d at wa tah ' long d er e  fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  "In d e  Name of de Father , 
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de Son an' de Holy Ghost," an' he'll git so slow - slowfu1. [Florence, S. Car., 
(1314), 2239:8.] 

2306. Yo' take a snail now. Regardless to how a person is, dey tell me if a 
person is fast an' as pert as dey wants tub be, yo' kin take a snail. Yo' kin 
take a snail an' take 'im an' rub it on anything - yo' kin rub it on corn dat be 
on yo' feet or a bunion or anything. If you do dat it will care [carry] it off. 

(What about rubbing that snail on a person that is fast?) 
Well, yo' take it an' yo' rub it on a person dat's fast, jes' rub it nine 

times on a person. It'll git dam to de place where he jes' kin mope along - he 
can't go, he jes' be d:raggin'. People might say, "Well, ah wonder what ails So
an' -so," say, "he used to be j es' as fast, an' now he can't hardly git along. " 

Well, dey don't know. It's someone dey done got a snail on him - dat's whut 
chew call puttin' a snail on him. [Waycross, Ga., (1097) , 1773:1.] 

2307. Dey kin take dis heah bone, snake bone an' plant 'em an' put 
SNAKE BONE 'em down fo' people tuh walk on top of 'em unbeknownst to 'em - dey 

goin' walk, see. An' den dey go ahead on an' dey'll ketch dose 
poison bones into 'em an ' dey'll swell up, 'cause dey're poisoned. [Wilson, N. 
Car., (1475), 2654:10.] 

2308. Kin get snake bones and tote them and that makes 'em be lucky. And I 
hear that people totes some root called b lack mapstep and that would be lucky and 
make 'em get jobs. [Newport News, Va., (483), 511:6. ] 

2309. Ah've tried it mahse1f as ah first tole yo'. If yo' should go home 
tonight an' - ah gotta go tuh co't - been speedin' or somethin' like dat an' 

gotta go tuh co't in de momin' an' tuh let de judge come wit chew. Yo' 
SPIDER must find a dead spider an' have yo' a brand-new han'chief - maybe two 

if yo' kin. Yo' know a dead spider dat hangs around de wall. An' wrap 
dat spider up an' carry dat 'long with yo'. 

(What will that do?) 
Dat will help yo' luck - he won't hardly fine yo'. [Brunswick, Ga., (1198), 

2016:1. ] 
2310. [During my collecting days I saw many handS (see 1706-1707, p. 519f., 

and Index), but the one with the most unusual indwelling spirit or power I found 
at Savannah, Georgia. Its maker and owner, an old poot doctop, 

SPIRIT OF JESUS showed me a small cloth bag containing poots - so he described 
the contents. This poot bag he called a guapd. Pointing to it 

he said, "That [ [bag]] is the SpiPit of Jesus." This substantiates my remark in 
introductory note, A hand can become a fetish, even a papt of oneself (p.5l9). 
More interesting than the spiPit of Jesus, this old man himself is a hand of 
Jesus - "I'm a Jesus Christ Doctor." (For this doctop, see margin-title I'm A 
Jesus ChPist Doctop. ) ] 

2311. When you're gamblin', if yo' a good winner, if some person kin git 
behin' yo' an' spit in yore back, well then yo' supposed to begin falling. 

(That would kill your luck.) [Waycross, Ga. , (1116), 1790:9.] 
SPITTING 2312. Well now, way tuh kill anothah man's luck in a game when yo' 

shootin' dice, kill any luck in de game, spit on de dice three times, 
see. Spit on de dice three times an' if yo' kin git one of 'em in de crack of 
yore butt, if yo' kin [put] one of 'em right in de back of de crack of yo' butt, 
see, an' then git it out befo' he kin see it. Any time anything lak dat, ah has 
de breeches loose, see, 'fore he git de dice - lak yo' goin' move an' stan' up, 
yo' see, yo' git it back dere. Well, yo' git up an' say somepin bitin' yo', an' 
smack it in dere, den take it out an' den be sayin', "Name of de Father, §.2!!" 
an' Holy Ghost, ah kill yo' speed. " [This holy formula is sometimes said under 
strange circumstances - see No. 205, p. 58.] 
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(And that will kill everybody's luck there?) 
Dat will kill his luck. [Fayettevil1e� N. Car., (1415), 2546:1.] 
2313. Wild aherry white - it's a root, an' you take that an' you tie it up in 

a piece of cloth [this is a tied-up hand], an' then you keep in your pocket, your 

SQUEEZING HAND 
right-hand pocket. They say you jis' squeeze that jis' ever' 
once in a while, it'll be right hot� chao know. An' you squeeze 
it until your hands go to sweatin', an' you could tell if any

body got anything against you� about takin' [stealing] anything from you, any
thing like that. 

(How can you tell?) 
Well� you squeeze it an' your hands go to sweatin', you know; an' de same 

person that you figurin' on goin' to do that, �y�o�u�h�a�v�e�h� i�m�o�n�y�o�u�r�m�i�n�d�w�h�i�l
� s
�
t 

you do the squeezin' - see, then your hand go to sweatin'. [Wilmington, N. Car., 
(218), 130:4 and 85.] 

2314. For luck in gambling you get you some lodestone, you get you some steel 
dust, and you mix it together and you get you some paradise seeds, and you put 

STEEL DUST 
all that together in a flannel bag and you sew it up. It's a bag 
about that size. And after you sew it up in that flannel bag, you 
take it and you put it down in a saucer - a round saucer and you 

pour some whiskey - or either good gin on it. You see, you gotta pour that on 
it. That's to season [feed] it. And you sprinkle a little steel dust on it -
you see, that's to season it, and that is supposed to give you luck in gambling. 
You see, the steel dust supposed to draw and the lodestone. The paradise seeds -
well, they include help to make it a success. I got lots of that stuff. [ New 
Orleans, La., (866), 1401:2.] 

2315. De graveyard dirt by itself is not no good, but it's a certain time yo' 
gotta go git de graveyard� de dirt from de graveyard. One minute aftah twelve 

STEEL DUST HANDS 
A WARNING 

yo' supposed tuh be dere tuh git it from a fren' dat yo' an' 
him been long nice good - yo' an' him been good, see jes' 1ak 
a fren'. Yo' swap money wit him - could handle money wit him 
or somepin lak date One minute aftah twelve on de dot, yo' 

call him by dey name when yo' go down dere by de graveyard, one minute aftah 
twelve. Say, "Joe, Jim," say, "come heah, ah want some luck from yo'. Ah wanta 
git a little de dirt." An' don't git de dirt right off de top of de groun'. Git 
it from as close by de casket [coffin], if de casket ain't rotted up, but it's 
bettah if yo' could git it right out it if de casket done been long 'nuff fo' it 
tuh done rotten. An' yo' take it an' mix it wit steel dust an' take yo' a silver 
dime - dat graveyard dust, de silver dime an' take yo' a piece of red flannen, 
an' git chew some oil of cinnamon an' mix wit dat an' make yo' a little bag an' 
wear it on yore left side. Dat's luck. Put de steel dust down in dere wit de 
silver dime, put it down in dere wit it an' wear dat on yore left side. Dat's 
luck fo' gamb1in'. Success. 

But it's dangerousl Lightnin'l 
as lodestone, yo' know� it's always 
case of thunder or lightnin' storm. 
La., (1569), 2882:1.] 

De dust, it draws. De steel dust is de same 
dangerous. Be sho' tuh take it off yo' in de 

Yo' should take it off yo'. [New Orleans, 

2316. [He and the girl are walking down the road.] Dey been on a quarrel an' 
he leave 'er [and runs down the road] an' de firs' stone he git to, he take a ole 

STONES OR ROCKS 
stick an' put underneat' dere an' turn it ovah, an' den he come 
on back up dere [to the girl] an' den she'll still love 'im. 
Dere won't be no quarre1in'. He roll de stone ovah on top de 

stick. [Richmond, Va., (408), 363:5.] 
2317. I know a way you kin keep 'em away. Well, you kin git nine rocks -
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j is '  common lit tl e  gravel you know - an '  they kin put i t  in a bag , an ' j is '  way
somevah that per s on tr avels ' long , you kin put i t  down ' is path . Bear [bury ]  i t  
undahneat ' d e  g round , you know , way he can ' t  see i t  - put i t  down i n  ' is pa th . 
An ' if he evah s t eps ovah i t , if he [ the law] evah move to [ towar d ]  you ' hous e ,  
he ' d  turn aroun '  an ' g o  back . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 189 ) , 9 2 : 1+85 . ]  

2 318 . (This is f o r  shoo t ing dice ? ) 
Yes suh . Ah ' d  t ake ' em  an '  ah ' d  wear ' em  f o ' ' bout nine days right b etwe en mah 

ah take ' em out 
[ Fayetteville , 

laigs where ah sweat in . Wear ' em  t ill d ey g i t  kinda s lick an ' 

SWEAT 
an ' put ' em in mah pocket , an ' dat would make me lucky . 
N .  Car . , ( 1441) , 26 10 : 9 . ]  
2 3 19 . Fo ' luck in gamb lin ' yo ' go in d e  woods , an ' i t ' s  a weed dat chew 

gi t in d e  woods i t has a little y ellah flower . S ome people call it candyweed , 
an ' s ome of 'em cal l it peppermin t ,  bu t i t ' s real sweet - de root , when yo ' pull 
i t  up . De f lower ain ' t go t no s c ent ' tall , but yo ' pull hit up hi t go t a sweet 
roo t . Now yo ' put dat Heart Co logne an ' yo ' rub it in yore hand an ' g o  amongst 
de people in d e  game . 

An ' then yo '  kin take salt , tab le salt , an ' yo ' rub i t  in yore hands unt i l  
yore hand s sweat from rubbin ' that way . Why den ,  if it ' s  necessary , yo '  go into 
a game ; bu t  i f  yo ' don ' t sweat , why d en don ' t go into de game ' caus e yore luck is 
no t on . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206 ) , 20 35 : 7 . ]  

23 20 . Make a trad e on somepin like dat , prosper i ty [ property? ] trade , yo ' g i t  
a small piece of lodes tone , live lodes tone , bund le it wi t s ome d evi l ' s -shoes tring 

SWEET OIL 
and put some sweet o i l  on i t , an ' yo ' kin tote da t  when yo ' g oin ' tuh 
s e e  d e  man to make de trade an ' he ' ll agree wi th chew .  
( I f you wan t t o  rent someth ing o r  do anything o f  that sor t ? ) 

Dat ' s  d e  s ame way - yo ' carry dat wi t chew . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 129) , 1834 : 5 . ] 
2 3 2 1 . Sh e  kin j i s '  take de [ s cr aping f rom the ]  fo ' cornahs o f f  o f  a t ab le , 

an ' sh e puts i t  in wi th a small lit tle rag an ' s ew  i t  up , an ' s oak i t  with 

TABLE CORNER SCRAP INGS 
camphah . She could take mos ' any colahed rag - you 
know , any co lah tha W s  p lain [ clo th mus t  not have a 
design ] . Jis ' wr op i t  up t igh t ,  s ew i t , zhoo know , with 

b lack thread . C amphah on it to keep i t  alive , you know , keep it ' liv e .  Put so 
much , you know . An ' sulphah an ' s alt in i t . An '  i f  she kin g i t  anywhure whure 
he tr avel aroun ' - anywhure ,  anywhure whur e he could s t ep ovah it - an ' i f  he 
evah s t ep ovah , why she ' ll bring l im right on b ack . [ This r i t e  also keeps a dog 
home - see FACI , 2ed . , Nos . 2295- 2 29 6 , pp . 9 1-9 2 . ]  [ Wi lming t on ,  N .  Car . , ( 189) , 
9 1 : 3 & 85 . ]  

2 32 2 .  By g e t t in '  yo ' a b ar of 
of thos e  enemies on that soap an i 

this b lack tar soap , an ' yo ' kin write the name 
take i t  to runnin ' wa tah an ' yo ' kin throw i t  
An ' d ey can ' t app ear ag ains t yo ' .  That ' ll hold in da t runnin ' watah . 

TAR SOAP them off . 
(You mean they can ' t  appear in cour t against you? ) 

Yes sir - that ' ll hold them o f f , they won ' t g o  agains t yo ' .  [ Waycros s , Ga . , 
( 116 6 ) , 1959 : 4 . ] 

2 3 2 3 . You want 
�, j us t  like it 

THREE DI RECTIONS 

a j ob and you know the b os s  name . All you g o t t a  get the bos s 
was J ohn Henry Lewi s . You goes t o  h im for a j ob and you takes 
his name and you wri t e  it down on a parchment or anything and 
you wear it in the b o t tom of your foo t  - I mean shoe , and keep 
him und er your foot , you s e e . And go t o  h im and you get you 

s ome of th es e Parad is e s eeds and chew ' em ,  s ee . And when you g o  to him , you spit 
thre e  ways - front , s ide and b ack , you s ee . And i f he can ' t  g iv e  you a j ob th is 
morning , he ' ll t el l  you to come back tomor row mo rning , and in nine days you ' ll 
have a j ob .  Bu t you got ta hav e his name on that parchment and put i t  and wear i t  
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in your shoe und er the bot tom of your foot . [New Orleans , La . , (866 ) , 1400 : 1 . ] 
2324 . Take graveyard dirt fr om thr ee graves , if yo ' want 

THREE GRAVES luck - take an ' wear i t .  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1448 ) , 
26 30 : 4 . ] 

THREE INGREDIENTS 2325 . I t  ain ' t but one thing in i t  dat ah know ab out d e  
gamblin ' pr oposit ion - git  rat tlesnake mas ter , shame brier 

root an ' d en add dirt daub er nes t .  Yo ' put s  dem th ings together an ' hit ' ll draw .  
----(Well , what d o  you do with them aft er you put them together ? )  

Yo ' j es '  make a powder an ' make a little bundle o f  i t  an ' den yo ' mus t  tote  
dat a [A f ew o f  the many examp les of three ingredients a re noted in the text . ]  
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1382 ) , 24 55 : 9 . ] 

232 6 .  Yo ' s ee dose li t t le fishes . Sometime when i t  rainin ' down 
THREE MINNOWS do se li t t le minnows - li t t le small fishes dat be in de wa ters 

s ometime when yo ' don ' t  see no fishes . Take three o f  dem an ' 
put in a pin t of whiskey an ' give to anybody - dey ' ll s top drinkin ' .  [ Fo r  fish 
falling during a rain , see FACI , 2ed . , No . 153 7 , p . 61 . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 12 10 ) , 

2046 : 5 . ] 
THREE OILS 2 32 7 .  He told me go and g et some fast luck oi l .  

(Wha t kind ? )  
Some fast luck oil , oil o f  van- van and olive oil , and mix i t up and rub your 
hands and i t  b ring luck to you . 

(In gamb ling ? ) 
In gambling . [New Orleans ,  La . ,  ( 7 9 5 ) , 1109 : 1 . ] 
2328 . If  you ' re a gamb ler an ' wants t o  go somewhere to win , make your wi sh 

before you git  ther e .  You s ee ,  I do s o  much work [ informant a doctor and 
excellent ] .  Go round behind the hous e an ' funct ion [ ur ina t e ]  an ' wet on hand s -

j is '  take an ' function an ' do this way [ d emonstrates ] .  
THREE POCKETS (Rub tog ether . )  

[ Firs t ]  buy you a nickel ' s wor th o f  rice and sprinkle in this 
pocket an ' this one ,  an ' go on in . Then you ' ll win the money . 

(Put rice in each o f  your pocket s . ) 
Each of your pockets . S ee , there ' s  a pocket b ack her e , ain ' t they , on each 

s ide of a man , an ' there ' s  one down here [ in front ] where he put s his money . 
That ' s  three pockets they put it in . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 6 7 ) , 1563 : 4 . ]  

2329 . Wel l ,  from mah own experience , ah have a coup le o f  things dat ah know 
o f  in gambling . Ah git some root dey call de High John de Conker ,  an ' Ruler of 

de Worl ' an ' King of Man - 1ak d e  king o f  anything , 1ak d e  King of  
THREE ROOTS England , somepin . An ' ah have anothern dey call d e  Eve-an ' -Adam 

[ Adam-and-Eve] .  An '  ah experience of de High John de Conker an '  
Ru ler of de Worl ' an ' King of Man - ah ' ve gamb led wit dat e 

(How would you fix that up ? How would you prepare that ? )  [ I  tried to avoid 
prepare - s ee what he does with it . ]  

We ll , it b e  compa�d up wit Hearts Co logne in a lit t le bottle [ this is a 
bott le hand ] an' as yo ' go into d e  game - befo ' yo ' go into de game yo ' take s ome 
of i t  an ' po ' it in de palm o f  yore han ' , rub i t , see [ demons t rates ] .  Rub it on 
yore han ' an ' rub it on yore face . Yo ' might take de bot t le 1ak yo '  put p er fume 
on yo ' an ' tetch it  on heah couple o f  t imes . Den yo ' goes on in d e  game an ' i f  
anybody have put any co okin ' salt on yo ' or s omepin 1ak dat , yore luck won ' t be 
no good . I t  can ' t be touched by no othah man but j es '  de one who handles i t  -
yore wi fe , yore husband , or yor e s is ter or nob ody 1ak dat e  If  dey do , why d en 
yore luck b egin tuh change - i t ' s  b ad .  

( I f  somebody would put cooking salt there , it  wou ld kill that luck? ) 
Kill it - dat ' s  right . 
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Or either yo' kin take a red pocket han'kerchief an ' band dat roun' yore waist 
with one do se ole hoppy toad[rogs . If anybody got roots or anything 1ak dat of 
de kind in de game , why yo ' kin tell it by dis frog . 

(What will the frog do?) 
He will holler jes ' 1ak it rainin ' or somepin 1ak dat - j es '  1ak a frog holler 

when it ' s  rainin' . Dat ' s  to notify yo' dere's somepin dere wrong. 
(There ' s  something wrong in the game? )  
Dat ' s  right. 
An '  if it any kinda root - de King 0 [ Man , or ei ther de High John de Conker , 

or Eve-an ' -Adam , dey won ' t  stand no salt or no othah han's on it but yores a fter 
yo ' git it . If yo ' do , yo' conceal it wit bad luck. If yo ' kin keep it without 
anybody han ' on it, without anybody put tin , de cookin ' s alt on it  - 1ak folks 
standin' in de game behin ' yore back dey sprinkle salt on yo' . Dat's tuh put 
ch ew in bad luck. [ Florence ,  S. Car . , (1306) , 2209 : 5 . ] 

23 30 . Well , yo' kin take a sewin' needles an' yo '  kin take a pair o f  slips -
git hold of a pair of slips, dat is bloomers. An ' yo' kin go tuh work den an ' 

yo '  kin snatch three s titches right into de seat of de person ' s  
THREE STITCHES slips. Buy a pair o f  new slips, j es' 1ak if yo ' wanta make a 

person a present of ' em ,  an' yo' kin drop three small stitches 
like into de seat an' dat'll lock dey bowels . 

( Then you give them that new pair of slip s. ) 
Yeah , j es ' as a present yo' know. [Savannah, Ga. , (1276) , 2171 : 1. ] 
2331. [Here are the magic three days of the magic seven-day week ; the times , 

not the days of the week being important.] 
Yo' heah talk of dis John de Conker . Yo' take dat 

THREE TIMES - THREE DAYS John de Conker and some camphor an' put it in a little 
vial , and yo ' put dat in yore pocket an' yo' shake it 

up - mix it well wit dat camphor an ' put it in yo re pocket. Y o '  take a little 
piece an ' chew it an ' yo' go tuh him . I f  de third time , if he don't give yo ' a 
j ob de third time , den don ' t  go back dere no mo ' dat week. Wait till de same day 
yo ' went dis week an' yo' take dem othah three days an' de next week an ' go back 
dere de next week. Den he suppo sed tuh give yo' a j ob. [Memphis, Tenn. , (951) , 
153 7 : 2 . ]  

23 32 . Anyhow , I went for a j ob - I needn't tell de names - I went for a j ob 
and de j ob was pile drivin ' ,  you know at de wharf on a pile driver , and I asked 

de man did he want to hire a man. He looked at me and 
THREE TIMES - WALK ROUND he says , "Yes , go 'board of de driver dere . "  I walked 

round dis man with my means on me three times and he 
hollered 'board dis driver - holler 'board [to ] de captain of de driver , "Here's 
a man I ' m  goin' to send you. " "I don't want him , " [ answered the captain] . I 
walked around him third time. He says to me , "Go on walk aboard dere , "  he says ,  
"dat is my driver . "  I went off aboard and I s ays - he asked me , the captain did , 
asked me , "You ever been on a driver b efore ? "  "No , sir." "Well , what de hell 
good are you here'l " I says , "This driver is on waterand I 'ii""awaterman [rom 
your heart . " All right . 

(A waterman from where? )  
Prom hi s heart . He say , "Well , if you stay here, I find you out . "  All right. 

All at once de hammer fall - broke . Dat dat pulls dat b ig hammer up - it b roke . 
He told a man he had d ere with him , "Mike a ' go up - Pete , "  h e  said , "and put dat 
cord together. " He went up dere.  "An ' take dis f ellah on with you" - dat' s me . 
"Take dis fellah up along with you, " told him , "help you- hold it. " He took me 
along with him. And I went up dere - harmless , you know , don't know nuthin now . 
All right , I hold it for ' im. Presently , I see dey was doin ' it wrong - dat dey 
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wer e s trikin ' it wr ong . I says , "Pete , if I was y ou ,  I w ouldn ' t put i t  t ogether 
like dat. " The cap tain says , "Turn i t  over to him and see what he kin d o  wi th 
it . "  I took i t  and I h olds it together j us t  like it  ought t o  b e , y ou know , be
cause I b een a sai lorman all d e  time . I ' m  a rigger . I t ook i t  and I put i t  to
g et;her and come on d own .  He says , "I  rated y ou at $ 1 .  50 a day but , "  he say , 
"now I ' ll g ive y ou as mu ch as I ' m g ivin ' th e other men . Tha t' s $ 2 .50 . "  "Yes , 
sir - thank y ou ,  s ir . " Now ,  put tin ' that [ cord ] tog ether caused dat e Oh ! And 
d en the b os s  come d own [ to the driver ] , the head b oss , the one that I hired my
self with , y ou know - dat [b oss ]  s e tt in '  off dere - wit my tricks da t I d one had 
ar ound me . I g ot in de favor of h im with my tricks [ su ch as cir cumambulating 
h im ] , and he mad e me g o  up ab oard der e .  

So, I d on ' t know nuthin ab out what s omeb ody else d o  outs ide of mys elf . I 
d one that . 

(Well , now what els e did y ou d o  when y ou walked ar ound hi m? ) 
I had co logne root , the kind of a trick I had f or t o  gain him . I had co logne 

root.  [ Co logne root i s  y our f a vorite root in col ogne .] I had d is root int o a 
b ottle and I ' n ' int myself with it - had pure col ogne wi th i t , y ou know ,  with 
th is r oot , and I ' n ' int mys elf  wi th i t  and j es '  d e  s cent of i t  made h i m  d o  date 
And I walk ar ound hi m - you know when a fellow tal kin ' , y ou know ,  he wal king 
ar oun ' , some of ' em ,  any old time ,  and I was wa lk in , ar ound talkin ' wi th h im , 
you know , l ookin ' a t  d es e her e  b ig p ipes s tand in ' s ix f oot high , walkin ' ar ound 
lookin ' at it  and I round him three times . [Norf olk , Va ., ( 473) , 487 : 4. ]  

2333 . In d e  mornin ' s  wash yor e  face . I f  y o' wor kin ' on a j ob ,  ev' ry mawnin ' 
wh en y o' wash y or e  f ace ,  yo' wash y ore face with three watahs t o  sund own .  Na me 

de watah thr ough de help of de L ord .  As k d e  L ord to take charge 
THREE WATERS of de water . A ll r ight ,  an ' y o' g o  t o  de b oss man d is mornin ' 

thr ough de he ' p of de Lord an ' as k him f o' a j ob .  An ' if yo'  g it  
d e  j ob ,  accordin ' to whu t kind of a j ob it is , an ' if he  e vah s ends yo'  f o' watah 
or anything f o' him , we t  de dog fingah and cr oss de wa tah , an ' carry it to hi m 
f o' nine times . An '  h e' ll content y o' tuh s tay d ere wit d e  j ob .  Any thing da ta
way dat he ' s  got ta us e on de ins id e ,  we t  de dog fingah an ' make i t  nine time -
mark acr oss it. 

(Anything he eats or anything of that s or t . )  [Dog finger = ind ex f ing er . ] 
[ Sum ter , S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 2 461 :5 .] 

233 4. Yo' use dat same thing , n o  m o' den y o' us e but three . De mawnin ' b ef o' 
yo ' leave f o' y or e  tr ial , y o' bu ' s t  thr ee of dem b ot tles of  wa tah , an ' yo'  have 
in dat watah sulphur an ' it ' s  a white lead ; dat ' s  whut chew has in dat watah , an ' 
yo ' b u ' s t  d em  in de h ous e j es '  lak y o' did de othah one . 

(You put three b ottles on the f ir e  and burs t one ea ch - one ea ch day? ) 
De same mawnin '  - all three of ' em  de same mawnin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 1529) , 

2733 : 6. ]  
2335 . [My trans criber mis sed mos t  cylinders of tw o ou ts tanding doctors ; one 

f r om Jacks onville ,  th e other f r om Memphis .  I made abs tr a cts of  s ome of the 
ma teria l ,  us ing quotat i on marks f or the orig ina l. ] 

THREE WISHES [Use candles or incens e f or luck at home and "g et lucky jomo 
WITH BRIGHT EYES perfume - i t ' s  g on '  a work be tt er than that er e Hearts 

[ [perfume ] ] " - put in palm of hand - "rub t i ll it gits h ot -
make you ' wishes - three wish es - with brigh t  eyes [ [ meaning ] ]  d on ' t bat y our 
eyes " - pu t a li t tle on thumbs - rub hands on breas ts - then corners of eyebr ows 
and rub eyebrows down - then rub ' em  in . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 62 ) , 1552 : 10 . ] 

2336.  La k a thunderbo lt hit a tr ee, i t  b lazes al l d e  way d own an ' g oes d own 
to d e  g r ound . Dey take dat tree f o' trickeration - f o' trickin ' p e ople,  an ' g iv 
' em  ramb lin ' min 's - s p ells lake 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 655 

(What does a thunderbo lt look like? ) 
A thunderbo lt looks lak a f lintr ock - it ' s  kinda shaped lak a 

THUNDERBOLT HAND Indian [arrowhead ] , lak a glaze rock .  Yo ' s ee a glaze rock . 
(An Indian rock? ) 

Yeah , it ' s  made somepin lak dat e [ For another description , see p . 2l4 . ] 
(What could you do with one of those thunderbo lts ? What are they good for -

anything ? )  
Us e graveyard dus t .  Tie i t  up in a litt le bag . Sew i t  up with lu�k oi l an ' 

incense , an ' that ' ll b e  very lucky fo ' de house fo ' g amb1in ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 15 5 7 ) , 2831 : 7 . ]  

233 7 . [ How to f ind a thunderbolt or lightning s tone :] 
Dere a thing whut ch ew call a bolter [bols ter? ] or s omethin ' othah . Ah heard 

dat yo '  could go to a tree where de lightnin ' done s truck an ' dig down in under 
de root d er e  somewhere an ' f ind dat , yo ' know , dat 

THUNDERBOLT - TO FIND A bo ' s ter [ ? ]  dere . Yo '  know whut ah ' m  talkin ' about . 
Find hit - dat ' s  all ah know about it . 

( Can you do anything with that? ) 
Not as ah remember . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1136) , 1850 : 1 . ] 
233 8 . Jes ' 1ak yo ' smokin ' any cigars yo ' kin take some of dis Hearts Co logne 

an ' po ' about nine drops in dere on dat cig ar an ' dry it  ab out , say two or three 
hours . An ' dat will g ive i t  a sweet smell an ' dey say dat ' s  lucky to 

TOBACCO yo ' - yo ' be lucky in gamb ling . 
(You j us t  pour it on this cigar b efore you ligh t i t  an ' let it dry . )  

About a couple of hour . Den smoke i t , or either de cigarette . Yo ' kin do it wit 
c igar ette if yo ' wanta . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 434) , 2 599 : 7 . ] 

233 9 . [A toby is a hand. The following informant us es thes e two t erms as 
synonyms . Toby b elongs to th e New Orleans area and is li tt le known along the 
Atlantic coas t  - unknown in the country dis tricts . ] 

I f  yo ' wanta make a han ' ,  yo ' kin make a han '  fo ' f ellah tuh carry in his 
TOBY pocket or if he wanta wear it roun ' his neck . Yo ' g it chew a piece of 

John de Conker vine . Dat ' s  us ed o ften in a lo t of d es e  cas es . Yo ' take 
yo '  some soda , cookin ' soda , an ' yo ' take yo ' s ome lodes tone , a she an ' a he , 
an ' s ew  dat together . Don' t have tuh take a great big piece - j is '  a small 
p iece . Yo ' s ew dat up , dat soda , John de Conker vine an ' oil of c lover . Yo '  
wet [feed] it wi t  oil o f  clover - yo '  b uy yo ' some oil o f  clover an ' yo ' wet it . 
That bring s luck . Yo ' buy yo ' a bottle o f  Jockey C lub Perfume . Wash an ' s crub 
yor e han ' s .  Wit dat toby yo ' bound tuh win . [Algier s , La . ,  ( 159 2) , 299 2 : 2 . ] 

23 40 . Dey tell yo ' ' b out de tr ee da t ' s  s truck by lightnin ' .  Yo ' take de bark 
from dat t ree an ' yo '  take dat b ark an ' yo ' burn dat b ark into ashes an ' yo ' take 
dem ashes an ' yo ' g i t  chew some Eps om salt an '  put wit dat e Yo '  kin take de 
Epsom salt an ' de ashes from dat tree an ' yo '  put it  in a fZannen rag with lode
s tone an ' yo ' s ew  it up , an ' yo ' take tha t  an ' us e it as a toby f or all de time . 
If  yo ' wanta go yore way , j es '  go on an ' go yo re way . Long as yo ' got that wit 
chew , yo ' cain ' t nevah b e disappointed , nob ody will evah re fus e yo ' no way , yo ' 
nevah have no fus ses . [ For "stru ck by lightning , "  s ee Thunderbo lt Hand above . ] 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 15 7 4 ) , 289 7 : 3 . ] 

2341 . Yo ' take that hair an ' yo '  bury it , yo ' see , an ' when yo ' - bury that 
hair yo ' puts it into lak a little bag , an ' yo ' make a toby lak yo ' would make 
a toby , put a lit tle hair in there an ' bury it ; but chew bury dat in de grave
yard . 

(What wi ll that do then? ) 
That will run yo ' cr azy . [New Or leans , La . , ( 1568) , 2878 : 6 . ] 
2342 . Luak pieae - you carry de  luak pieae on you . You get you a John de 
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Conquep poot , pu t dat in your pocket and you carry dat along . You use Noonsum 
oi l .  

(Us e  what? ) 
Noonsa oil . 
(Noonsa? ) 
Yeah . 
(All right . What kind of oil is that ? )  
That ' s  a lucky oi l .  
(Where do you buy that ? )  
You buy dat - you ord er dat e 
(Oh , you order that .  Oh , I s ee . )  
And you take dat and pour it on dat e You make you a toby , see , and put dat on 

dat and carry dat in your pocke t , see . We ll , dat influence de man ' s  [mind ] you 
s ee , where you tryin ' to get a j ob - he give you a j ob pr ef ' rence anyb ody els e . 
You got his mind , you s ee . You [ got ] de inf luence of him , you s ee .  He ' ll work 
you wher e mayb e h e ' ll turn of f mayb e four or f ive mo re - he ' ll take you , you s ee , 
and let the other fellow go . 

(Now wi ll you tell me the name of that oi l onc e more? ) 
Nooso - Noozoo oil . 
(Noonzoo o il? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Do you know how they spell that? ) 
No , sir - I don ' t know how you spell dat Noonzoo . 
(Noonzoo oil . )  [ See Sp elling , diff icult to get a ,  in Index . ] [ Vicksburg , 

Mis s . ,  ( 725) , 9 93 : 1 . ] 
2343 . Ah ' v e  heard dat chew kin git dos e trump et roots , git  five trumpet 

roots - de li ttle bush which grows about dat high an ' it got a top like dat e Yo ' 
git dose little round roots - kind round like a b all - marb le . 

TRUMPET ROOT An ' yo ' git f ive of dose an ' tie ' em in a rag - tie a knot - put 
one in each knot . 

(Like a necklace - like a s tring of b eads ? )  
Yes , and have it long enough to go around your wais t . An '  if yo ' wear dat up ,  

why dey claims i t  takes a great inf lu ence , i f  yo ' go up in co ' t  or anything lak 
dat e 

(When you go up b efore the j udg e .  Wher e d o  you find thes e roots ? O n  the 
gr ound or in th e water ? ) 

Dey don ' t  gr ow in de water - they grow right in a flat p lace yo ' know - cour s e  
not u p  on a hill b u t  o n  de side o f  a falls like , yo ' know . Yo ' s e e  ' em ,  dey got 
a white top . 

(Wh ite top and a green s t em . ) [Waycro ss , G a . , ( 10 67 ) , 17 27 : 6 . 1  
2344 . Get some turpentine and brown sugar . Put as many drops as you is old 

on th is brawn sugar and hold it  in the palm of your hand whilst you ' re ta lking . 
(Talking to th e boss? ) 

TURPENTINE Yes . And that ' s  luck for a j ob .  [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 9 7 5) , 1578 : 17 . ]  
2345 . Git a bottle of turpent ine an ' po '  i t  out side de do ' - run up 

an ' down lak dat ovab yore do ' ,  an ' dey won ' t come dere . I f  dey come in d ey ' ll 
talk very nice . 

(That is to keep the law away? ) 
Y es . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 58) , 1541 : 11 . ] 
2346 . Mop in turpentine , b lues tone an ' dragon b lood an ' dat ' ll keep d e  law 

away ; an ' sprinkle lye a roun ' yore hous e ,  aroun ' de  s teps , all de way round de 
hous e .  [Memph is , Tenn . , ( 9 5 7 ) , 1541 : 5 . ] 

2347 . Dat ' s ' cord in ' to whut kinda luck yo ' mean . Ah know de gamb lin ' luck 
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an ' whu t b ad luck i s  g iven on d at , i f  a man ' s  a gamb ler , see . Well , yo ' kin take 
s ome turpentine an ' red peppah , mix it ,  an ' b lack peppah , an ' mix it together . 
Now , if a man got a luaky hand , you kin put dat in his po cket ,  it  wi ll turn his 
luck . Dat ' s  fo '  gamb lin ' luck .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (118 7 ) , 200 2 : 2 . ] 

2348 . Now , I t el l  you another thing , i f  you want anybody to - j us t  like you 
had a woman - I mean , a man is running with your [girl ] fr iend , under stand . And 

TURTLE 
COOTER 

thi s is wor th twenty dollars , unders tand . I don ' t gen ' ra11y do i t , but 
af ter all , the troopers come over here and I say ,  well mayb e I [ go over 
to s ee the man ] . 
[ Speaker calls my personal contact man Edward and our Vicksburg contact 

�, troopers l Medicine-show troopers ? ]  
Jus t like if you had a man , you know , and you don ' t wanta kill him , and he ' s 

running wi th your wife and I don '  mean no harm .  You know what you do? You s ee 
thes e [ somethings ]  s et ting out on a log . 

(These what ? )  
Th es e aoodahs sort - high-headed aoodahs . 
(Coodahs ? )  
[Transcr iber trans cr ib es this word coode1s or cood 1es . ]  

Yeah - s ettin '  out on a log in de  r iver . 
(Yes , what do they look like? ) 
You know , aoodahs tha t j ump off - ev ' ry time you s ee ' em  they j ump o ff . 
(Are they frogs or are they tur tles or what ? )  
No , d ey aoodahs - ca ll dem aoodahs and d ey sof t j us t  here , you unders tand . 
( Soft-shell tur t les aren ' t  they? ) 
Yeah , and there is aoodah s that i s b lack - b lack as dis hat .  
[My old b lack hat , containing the concealed micr ophone , is mentioned so often 

I have had to include it in the Index - B lack hat , author ' s .  Informant ' s  black 
aoodah i s  prob ab ly the common snapping turtle . ]  

(Well , what does it look like? Does i t  look like a turt le? ) 
Yeah , i t  looks like a turtle - that ' s  wha t it something like . 
(A turt le . Oh , it ' s a turtle . All right , b ut they have a s o f t  shell . ) 

No , dey don ' t - s ome of  ' em have a sof t  shell and s ome o f  ' em don ' t . 
( I s ee .  All right . I understand . )  
You know what you do . Now , you t ake this man name on ther e and pr int dis name 

in ther e [ on the cooter ' s  she ll]  - don ' t kill him now , you unders tand . Jus t you 
got anything , print anything on anything wi th that and put him in de river . 

( And that will run him away? But you put the names of b oth o f  them on there? )  
Both o f  them .  [ Vicksburg ,  Mi ss . , ( 7 24) ,  99 2 : 4 . ] 
2349 . Th e foo t o f  a turtle , you s ee .  
(The foot o f  a turt le? ) 

Yes . Take the foot of a tur t le and they make hands out of ' em - luak hands 
out of ' em , see . 

(How do th ey do that? ) 
Well , you see they cut that foot o f f  the turt le and dry it  ou t , you s ee .  They 

dry it out and they takes and b eat it up and put lodes tone in and make a bag with 
i t , s ee ,  and put a medal in that b ag ,  you see . 

(What kind of a medal? ) 
One of them holy - you know , holy medals . They pu ts a medal in that bag and 

sew that  bag up , see .  And th ey sew that bag up and they put s p erfume on it - oil 
of  cinnamon perfume and they sells i t .  

(What is i t suppos ed to do ? )  
I t  suppos ed to give you luck . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 119 2 : 5 . ] 
23 50 . Well , I tri ed a lit t le thing like that on myself th at people advised me 
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to do . I went t o  work an ' got me some Adam-an ' -Eve an ' go t  me a root they call 

TWIN BROTHERS ROOT 
twin bpotheps , an ' got me s ome Heapts Co Zogne an ' put on 
th em .  An ' when I went to ast fer the j ob I take it an ' rub 
it on my hands an ' rub it  on my f ace . Then I walked up to 

him an ' ast him f or the j ob .  An ' he ' s  suppos ed not to deny yah . [ Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 29 8 ) , 222 : 3+85 . ]  

2351 . Dey tells me dat dey ' ll g en ' rally g its both o f  them dir ts - s ay dey 
don ' t mix ' em  - at  d e  fo ' ks of a road . Say dey gets dem dirts . Well , now mah 
brothah , he ' s got each kind wearin ' in his shoe r igh t today . He walk to his 

TWO DIRT S 
FORK OF ROAD DIRT 

bos sman an ' he tel ls him any th in ' . Ev ' rythin ' he say goes . 
(What kind o f  dir t did you g et out there? )  
Red dirt out de road . 
(You s aid the d irt doesn ' t  mix . What do you mean by that? ) 

Jes ' lak two fo ' ks of de road run , don ' t ch ew know , tog ether . Now , if ah though t 
some way or ' no thah an ' de fo ' k  of de ro ad heah j oins , we ll ah could turn dataway 
an ' turn dis away , s o yo ' git one outa dis one an ' one out a dis one . 

(You get  dirt from each one of those road s , that come into the fork , and you 
wear that in your shoes , and you can do any thing you want to do ? )  

Dat ' s  right . Anything yo ' wanta do . 
(Your bro ther is do ing that? ) 
Dat ' s right , an ' he do as he pleas e .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 2 ) , 215 2 : 1 . ]  
23 5 2 .  [ Unders Zeeve wopk is an unusual term for the f r��uently used express ion 

undepwopZd work (see r ite f ollowing this one) . Does unders Zeeve come from the 
s tage magician who has something hidden up his s leeve? ] 

UNDERSLEEVE WORK An '  dere wus a - f amily ' fairs , yo ' might call it . Dey 
PROBLEM WITH CHILDREN had chillen , ah had chillen , an ' yo ' ve got chillen . Well 

d ey ' s a lways runnin ' togethah - j es '  a-fussin ' an ' a
fUssin ' an ' ke ep in , a confus ion all in de homes . Yo ' s tay dere , ah stay back 
heah . Well ah gits  t i l ed of dat  fussin ' an ' messin ' an ' mes sin ' an ' fus sin ' .  
Jes ' s ome thin , othah - s omethin ' othah all de time . Well , ah goes ovah an ' t ells 
Fannie , "Yo ' keep yor e chi llen home in yore yard an ' ah ' 11 keep mine . "  See . 
Okay . "Huh [ sh e  says ] ! "  Ah walks back . "Ah don ' t care - care whu t ah do . Ki ll 
' em . " S ays , "If dey hit chew , yo '  take ca '  of ' em .  If dey hi t chew , yo ' hi t ' em  
back . "  It  j es '  kept on lak dat . 

Wel l ,  one day ah wus s ettin ' in de hous e .  Ah wus watchin ' .  An '  so dis othah 
lady ovah heah [her ] Ii I boy hit mine a bad lick ,  yo ' know . Ah got mad . Ah ' m  
not goin ' take dat no longah . Ah ' m goin ' try m e  some luck . So dis heah whut ah 
d id . Ah ain ' t  goin ' out dere tuh f ight an ' g oin ' turn out to d e  jai Zhouse . Ah ' m  
goin I work unders Ze eve works . Okay . 

Well , ah got me a cah an ' ah goes ovah - ah tells dis man , ah says , "Ah ' m  
worried in mah home . Dey keeps on a confus ion all de time wit mah kids an ' ah 
want chew s top ' em . 

"We ll , ah kin s top it an ' b e  g lad tuh s top it . "  
"Well now , how much yo ' charge tuh stop dis ? "  
"All r igh t . Wel l , yo ' go forth an ' tell me all about i t . "  
"Well , it ' s  not any thin ' fo ' me tub tell yo ' . All it is , mah chi llen an ' 

' nothah lady ' s  chillen keeps a fus s all de time an ' keeps us always mad an ' all 
lak dat , "  says , "an ' ah want cheW tuh g ive me somethin ' to  avoid all dat - anyway 
yo '  want it . "  

. 

He s ays , "Well , ah have several thoughts . Ah kin make ' em com.e j es '  lak yo ' 
want ' em  tuh be . J es ' quietly ' nuf f an ' dey kin s t ay righ t  dere  an ' b e  yore bes ' 
fren ' s . "  

"Well , ah dunno which would b e  d e  b es t . What would yo ' think? " 
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"Well , ah think if yo ' could j es '  make peace . "  
"Well , okay . Ah ' 11 make peace den . "  
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Well  he tells me , says ,  "De very nex t time dey git yore chillen an ' d e  othah 
lady ' s  chi llen - g it tog ethah , g it tuh brawlin ' ' long an ' all lak dat , " say , 
"don ' t chew pay no mind . Jes ' take it . An ' yo '  t ell dem chillen tuh wa tch an ' 
in dey IiI play-hous in ' - probab ly somet ime , yo ' know , dey go in an ' say , ' Well , 
ah ' m  go in ' play mothah an ' daddy , '  yo ' know . Well , dey g it mo thah ' s  dr es s an ' 
put i t  on , yo '  s ee .  An ' de boys put on pants an ' thing s lak dat . "  So  he say , 
"When yo ' g i t  dis dress , " say , "yo ' tear it  an ' g it a p iece of de garment chew 
know . " 

So  sho ' ' nuf f d ey d id dat . 
So he said , "Then , when yo ' git  this p iece of cloth , "  said , "yo ' take this 

pi ece of cloth an ' yo '  sew it  up in any part - in yore underpiec e .  Yo ' s ew i t  
up i n  somethin ' an ' le t i t  stay dere . Yo ' don ' t wear dis p ie ce b ut it ' s  j es '  a 
piece  of  yore garment . J es '  take a piece of hers an ' s ew it  up in a piece of 
yor es an ' put nine needles in i t . An '  put it on top de windah sill . " Up d ere 
lak dat , yo ' know [ demonstrates ] .  

(Up over the door? ) 
Uh-huh , up ovah de  do ' ,  an ' yo ' j es '  put it  - fold it  right b ack ovah dere , 

an ' yo ' j es t  speak to it . J es '  lak yo ' want peace , s ee ,  yo ' j es '  sp eak ,  "P eace ,  
go  wi t dis , peace . "  An ' da t ' ll take ca ' of dat . 

(That is all you had to do ? )  
Dat ' s  all . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1400 ) ,  20 20 : 4 . ] 
2353 . How d ey use d ereself - dey ' ll pull dey clothes o f f  until d ey git  down 

to d ere neckednes s [ nakednes s ] , an ' j es '  lak dey have a pan of peas or a b owl 
of  p eas or s omethin ' an ' de  s team is comin ' outa dat b owl , why den dey ' ll put 

d ereselves right ovah dat bowl an ' steam deres elf in da t - in 
UNDERWORLD WORK dat b owel . D en all dat filth dat comes outa her b ody will 

s t eam right in dat food . See , when de man eat dat , an ' dat 
gits to his b rain and d at makes him j es '  att ached to her .  See , dat whut all dat 
underwo rld work [ is ]  - dat [ and ] all stuff wit roots . S ee ,  d at ' ll git his mind 
attached r ight to her - dat s tuff she puts in i t , dat g it s him d en dat he can ' t  
do without her . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1120a) ,  1 7 99 : 1 . ]  

[This underworld work - a favori t e  express ion of my contact-man Edward - is 
not gangs ters  and cr ime syndicates ; it  is the materia l in this book . ] 

2354 . Ah have tr ied d at once but ah didn ' t  make no luck a t  i t .  Dey tell me 
dat chew g i t  a dead man ' s bone [ see p . 543 f . ] ,  one of his finge r  b one an ' one of 
his toe bone an ' keep dat in yore pocket , dat chew would b e  success ful in all 
evil do in ' s - underworld work. Well , ah d id that . D ey had lynched a fellah up 
heah righ t at [ near s ome villag e ]  a piece up dis road heah , an ' dey found a 
skeleton . Ah mean ah wus cooking tar d en ,  I run across i t  in de swamp , an ' all 
d e meat  was off his bone - nuthin but his toes an ' fing ers , nuthin but a skeleton 
yo ' und erstand . Ah ' d take one of finger s o f f , a j oint of his finger bone , an ' 
one of his toes an ' put it in mah pocket . An ' ah kept it  a while but ah was n ' t  
success ful in i t .  Ah don ' t think i t  was much t o  i t . 

Now yo ' kin g o  to a graveyard an ' if it ' s  a man of de world - a wi cked man 
an ' man dat gamb les an ' do all evil things - yo ' go to dat graveyard an ' pull 
yore sl eeve up to yore elbow an ' t ell d is wicked man - de spirit - lak ah ' m  a 
wi cked man an ' ah ' m  buried heah - well - an ' yo ' wants some of  mah dir t . Well , 
yo ' know mah name .  Yo ' s ay , "Mark , ah wants some luck . " Run yore han ' down in 
da t g rave - s ee ,  t ill it git  to de elbow an'  g i t  some of d at dus t . Say , "Well , 
s ir , ah ' ve got some o f  de d irt  an ' now ah ' m  goin ' pay yo ' . "  Yo ' put two pennies 
in dat hole an ' cov er it up . See , dat pennies is tuh pay him fo ' dat dir t . Yo ' 



6 60 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

take dat d irt an ' yo ' put it in yore pocket an ' yo ' ll b e  lucky gambling . Yo ' ll 
b e lucky in any kind of unde�opld wopk , sech lak s ellin ' likker ,  or if yo f a 
thief an ' yo ' s t eal an ' dey ain ' t  goin ' ketch chew .  An ' if yo ' gamb le , why yo ' 
succes sful in dat g amblin ' - playin ' poker , s et-baok or anything . 

Now , ah d id that fo ' gamb ling .  Ah got  some of dat dirt , put two pennies in 
dat hole . T ell ' im ,  says , "Well , ah 'm  paying yo ' now fo ' dis dirt , ah want i t  
tuh be lucky tuh me . "  

[My trans crib er says th ey knifed a fe l lah. Abov e knifed I wrot e  lynched when 
checking the trans crip ti on . In either cas e  the man died a violent death , making 
his bones more power ful magically . ] [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1120a) , 1798 : 8 . ] 

235 5 .  Ef a man and his girl friend falls out , I even burn incens e  fer that . 
I let her burn i t three times and he comes home . Den , in other words , I give de 

f emale s ex  a les son what to do . De lesson is ids , is fo ' yo '  tuh -
UP SIDE DOWN ef yo ' are only making up yor e b ed one time a day at de time of yo ' 

fallin ' out an '  yo ' making up yo ' bed one time a day [ now] , den yo ' 
change . Yo ' ll make up twice a day . Change yo '  linen on yo ' tab lecloth twi ce a 
day . Take a s aucer and a cup wit a gold rim roun ' i t , yo ' turn de cup down and 
set  de saucer on top of d e  cup . 

(Up side down or ? )  
Let d e  saucer s et up - d e  cup should turn down . An '  wit d e  cup turn down , d en 

set d e  saucer up on i t . See .  An '  go out and invi te him in f er lunch wi th her . 
Then in that use sweet spic e into yore b edroom . That gain de inf luence o f  de 
individua l .  Yo ' won ' t have to do it  no mo ' den ' bout once or twice b e fo '  he come 
in . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 587) , 75 3 : 2 . ] 

235 6 .  I heerd tell of de banana boat an ' ah had nevah b een d ere b ef o '  and 
nevah met de man befo ' . Yes , ah went down dere mahs elf . So befo ' ah went down 

d er e  I - well , it ' s  somepin I gen ' lly do whens omevah ah git a little 
URINE tough , ah j est by mahs elf make wat er and s omepin other fer ab out nine 

momin ' s and bath and throw de water towards de suns et fo ' nine morning s . 
An '  den ah nevah have went to a place - had a j ob where - ah went to p laces and 
had a j ob where dey was turnin ' mens [ off ] and ah got j ob s . An ' de man cut me 
of f - de  foreman cut me off down der e , but d e  bos sman put me r ight back on less 
time den two minutes aft er it  happ ened . An ' ah could go d ere any time and g it a 
j ob d ere . 

(Where did you say you went down to g et a j ob ? )  
Down heah to de banana boat . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 7 ) , 769 : 6 . ] 
235 7 .  Wha t yo '  should do to git de j ob .  Yo ' git up in de morning ' fore yo '  

say anything to anyb ody , take de night s tuff and b ath yore face in yor e water -
b ath yor e fac e  in yore water . 

(Your nigh t wat er? ) 
Yore water what chew urina te .  Y o '  take it  and yo ' bath yore f ace in it  f er 

thr ee mornings and d e  third morning you ' ll git de j ob ,  see . [Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , 
( 613) , 789 : 6 . ] 

2358 . Wash his hands in his own ohamber ly e .  Th at makes a good gamb lin ' 
hand. Also Hearts PepjUme i s  used in that same way . [ The liqui d its elf - not a 
liqu id in a container (a bott le hand) i s  c alled a hand. ] [Memph is , T enn . , 
(1543 ) , 2794 : 2 . ]  

235 9 .  If this fe llah heah had three or fo '  hunderd do llahs an ' ah had three 
or fo ' hunderd dollahs , j es t  take that salt an ' sprinkle on each one of ' em ,  an ' 
j es '  go on tuh gamb lin ' . Well , when de deal is done , if they ain ' t  sharp , yo ' s  
got all de money . Or ei ther yo ' kin b e  a gamb ler an ' s ay ,  "Well , he ' s  los t his 
luck - done los t  his luck an '  d e  b iggest part of yo re money . "  

I f yo ' ain ' t taken it  out where yo ' kin git  s alt an '  s tu f f , why take a Ii I 
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chamber lye an ' j es ' rub it on yore han ' s  lak di s .  Rub i t  all ovah yore han ' s  
lak dat , an '  come b ack d er e  an ' shuffle d e  cards up an ' d raw one , an ' den dis 
othah man kin git his ' n .  Have anothah d ea l  down an '  yo ' got pr ac tic ' lly all de 
money that is in d e  g ame . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1407 ) , 25 29 : 6 . ] 

2 3 60 . You go in th e toilet - j us t  like you go t a toilet in there . [ The 
toi le t at P a t t er son Ho tel was no t in the room wher e I was intervi ewing informant 
but out in th e hall at the head of the s tairs - see Introduct ion . ]  You go in th e 
toi le t . You pee on your hand s . You come b ack out and you kin rub y our hands 
thisaway nine t im es . [ He begins to demons t rat e ,  st ops , and I ask him t o  repeat . ]  

(How? Show me? ) 
[ He br ings hi s hand down over his face nine times . ]  
( Oh , your palm i s j us t  in a curl that way . ) 

Y eah , nine times d own [ over face ] that way - once . Now , I don ' t say you g on ' a 
b e  lucky all the way th rough . 

(Down ov er your face . )  
Yeah , but I d on ' t  say y ou gon ' a  b e  lucky all through th e g ame [ that day ] but 

you ' ll b e  lu cky in tha t [particular ] game . In tha t game you gon ' a  be lucky . 
Now , then , you kin go - there ' s  two or three ways you kin b e  lucky in gambling . 
Of cours e , I have gamb led and I was lucky , but I d on ' t g amb l e  so mu ch now , a f t er 
I found o the r ways t o  make my living . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 6 7 ) , 1406 : 2 . ] 

23 61 .  I t ' s a ro o t  choo call de EVe-and-Adam . You ev er hear d o f  that ? We ll , 
you kin take it and you g et choo a b o t t le o f  Hearts Co logne and d en put tho se 
r oo t s  in there . Put a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  your urinate in that , j is '  ab ou t th ree or 
fo ' drops - you know , no t enough to smell , and put that li t t le b i t  on [ yourse lf ] 
like that and always make you have lot s  of f riends and make p eople b e  - wh en you 
go away f rom home j is '  put a little b i t  on you , ab ou t once a week . [ Wi lming ton , 
N . Car . , ( 2 7 6 ) , 19 5 : 7+85 . ]  

23 62. You pu t thr ee drops of ur ine in a b ot tle and then empty the cont ents 
of a b o ttle of Hearts Perfume or Co logne ,  and in that you put nine new ne ed les or 
new pins and a small piece of lodestone about th e s i z e  of a pea ,  and then you 
drop - if you know th at someone ' s  angry wi th you - you d rop nine grains of spice 
in ther e . We l l , i f  you g on ' a  hav e  a chance to meet thes e persons , you j e st drop 
a few d rops of it in your hands and rub yore hands together and th en rub them 
over your fac e like that . When you me et that person he is going to be pleas ed 
wi th you r egardless to how ang ry - they migh ta b een mo s t  angry wi th you but th at 
would put them in good humor .  [Mob i le , Ala . , (Mr s . B rady) , 9 64 : 6 . ]  

2 36 3 .  We ll suh , yo ' kin g i t  chamber lye an ' yo ' kin quick �i tchcraft a per s on 
in dat , so as to even quit dere home an ' take tuh yo ' .  Dat is , j es ' lak a woman , 
if yo '  want d e re ' lly fac ' ' bout i t , sur . Dey take chamber lye an '  t ake a eye
dr opper - a woman kin take a eye-dr opper an ' take her chamber lye an ' take nine 
drop s  o f  chamber lye ' sp os ed to be , an ' sh e  kin d rop it into wine or in anything 
dr inkin ' kind , or any thing of de edib le kin d , an ' g ives tuh a man . An '  it will 
make him qu it home and take up wi th her . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 7 6 ) , 2 17 0 : 7 . ]  

2364 . Ah heard a woman say dat sh e b roke her husban ' o f  dr inkin ' .  Whi le he 
wus drunk , lay f lat on his b ack [ s he ] urinates in his mouth , an '  i t  made him 
s i ck an ' aftah da t he d idn ' t drink any mo ' �  [ Wi ls on , N . Car . , (1459) , 2 649 : 12 . ] 

2365 . To ke ep de police f rom nagg in ' yo ' . Yo ' know d is b lues t one don ' t  chew .  
Yo ' know tab le salt don ' t chew . P e e  o n  i t . Put it i n  p ee an ' throw i t  a t  chure 
do ' s t ep .  Dey cain ' t  come ovah i t  tuh s ave they lif e .  

(Tha t keeps the cops away . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 20 ) , 1487 : 5 . ] 
23 66. Red pepp ah an ' ashes an ' s altpeter an ' d ey cain ' t  come ovah it . P in it 

up ovah yore d o ' .  Dey ' ll come in but dey won ' t be mad . 
O/her e do you put that , you say ? ) 
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Jis ' up ovah yor e do ' .  
(Well , it  would fall out wouldn ' t  it ? )  
No , yo ' gon ' a  put it in a bag an ' t ie a s tr ing aroun ' d e  b ag an ' hang it  on d e  

nail , an ' every day yo ' got ' a  pee on dat e 
(Not up there ! )  

Naw . Yo ' take it down an ' p ee in a pan , an ' pee on it , an ' d en yo ' put it 
back up there . Dey cain ' t bother yo ' . Dey kin c ome in but dey won ' t do nuthin 
to yo ' . Dey ' ll be j is t  glad . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (9 20 ) , 1487 : 6 . ]  

2367 . (You go out to the graveyard ? )  
Yo ' g o  out to de gr av eyard a t  some cer tain hour an ' takes d ir t  from de foot , 

f rom d e  breas t , an ' from de haid [ three p laces ] ,  an ' yo ' fold dat into a t ight 
piece of ftannen [ f lannel ] - mos t  people us es dat e Yo ' fold dat down in two -
one in dat way , one point in ' dis way , an ' one dat way [ three ways ]  - fo ld dat in , 
se e .  Dey say dat is  b es t  den - j es ' g i t  it  tigh t as a ball . An ' by urinat in ' on 
it , an ' yo ' rub dat , an ' see it puts kind of  a mys t ery ovah de othah fellah - fo ' 
luck in gambling . 

(The man I have j us t  interviewed that was j us t  in her e  is supposed t o  b e  a 
root doctor of sort s  but he talked so dog gone fas t , I couldn ' t  s top him - and 
he was so pro fus e and rambling , I don ' t know whether I got much out of him or 
not . End of 15 15 . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 15 15 ) , 2682 : 9 . ]  

---2368 . To make luck for g ambling , there ' s quite a f ew  ar ticles you get to put 
tog ether . Well , you get  you s ome - g et you s ome red flannel and you get  lode-

s tone , s tee l dust , you see , and c innamon . You put this together and a 
VAN- VAN silver dime - put that in that lit t le - put it in a lit t le r ed bag , 

right in there . You sew it  up . Af ter you sew i t  up and [ then] you 
pass i t  in a sauc er in some luck you buy in th e drug s tore . 

(Luck? ) 
--

Yeah - i t ' s  luck , they call it . I t ' s van- van . You put i t  in there and ro ll 
that in there like that . Then you pres ent [ sell ] i t  to the person and you tell 
th em ev ' ry two or three weeks it  have to b e  rubb ed in some of  this luck . That'll 
make ' em come to you . You ' d  have to get  you - rub it  over , you see , that luck . 
[ New Orleans , La . , ( 798) , 1114 : 5 . ] 

23 69 . Yo ' could g it chew some lodes tone , some b lues tone an ' - not bluestone 
but saltpeter , and some r ed peppah [ three ingredients ] and put all dat together 
and put it in a little s ack and wear it in de bo t tom of yo ' foo t .  Git chew s ome 
van-van ,  rub yo ' face and yo ' hands wi th it . Ev ' rywher e ,  ev ' ry time yo ' got ta go 
out , go  fo ' anything , j es '  rub yo ' f ace and hands with dat all ovah • • • •  Well , yo ' 
g o  wheresomevah yo '  goin ' an ' whatevah yo ' wan t a  do , whatever yo ' goin ' tuh do , 
it leaves de way open fo ' yo '  tuh do what evah yo ' wants tuh do , whatevah yo '  got 
in yore mind to do . An ' yo ' s ee yore way looks ' dark , why when yo ' git dere de 
way b e  opened f o '  yo ' .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 700) , 9 49 : 5 . ] 

23 70 . I t ' s like i f  yo ' live in de midd le of de b lock , s e e ,  and yo ' want , if 
somebody was coming to yore hous e dat yo ' didn ' t want to come d er e , in case of  de 
law or anything like dat , why yo '  make a round r ing at each corner , each corner 
of de block . Jest like yo ' living in de middle of de b lock and d is is a corner 
and dat ' s  a corner . Well , yo '  make a round ring at dis corner and i t ' s  s ome kin ' 
of s tuf f yo ' gits out de drug s tore called van-van .  Yo ' take that and yo ' po ' 
some in dat plac e .  Well , yo ' go t o  de next corner and yo ' po '  s ome in dat place . 
Well , dey kin come to each one of de corner s and yo ' living in de middle of de 
block , d ey ain ' t  nevah coming to yore house . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 701) , 9 5 1 : 5 . ]  

2 37 1 .  Drop nine drops o f  vinegar inside a bottle o f  whi te Heart Cologne an ' 
yo ' make a wish dat chew want a j ob an ' yo ' want to be lucky with a j ob ,  an ' yo ' 
take that Heart Co logne an ' bury it at chure do ' s teps an ' let it s t ay down dere 
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fo ' nine days . An ' after nine days , yo ' take dat Heart Co Zogne up an ' j es '  lak 
yo '  - de time dat yo ' wanta git  dat j ob ,  yo ' po ' i t  every direction on 

VINEGAR yore clothes , yo ' know , all in front of yo ' ,  an ' po ' a litt le b it in 
yo re sho es , an ' dey s ay dat known tuh make a per s on g i t  a j ob .  Say d e 

man give it to yo ' withou t any huntin ' fo ' it , but yo '  mus t  let it  stay buried
-

fo ' nine days af ter yo ' make a wish . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2450 : 11 . ] 
2372 . My mother didn ' t b elieve in anything like supers ti tion but my aunt d id .  

I wa s working in Newport News , Virginia , with my uncle and one Sa turday afternoon 
when I came home I f ound my aunt had gone down and had mama arrested . She was 
mama ' s  si s t er-in- law , no t her s i s t er .  My aunt found a bottle  und erneath h er 
hous e ,  it wasn ' t  buri ed in the ground , and swore that mama had put that bottle 
th er e . I t  had vinegar , salt and pepp er , and a hard b oiled egg cut up in i t .  An 
off icer came out t o  serve a warrant on mama and when she heard ab out i t  she went 
over after my aunt . Sh e lived next door . She f igured she was a better woman and 
sh e was going to b ea t  her up . Before she could b eat up my aunt the of ficer took 
her down to the j udge . The j us tic e fined her $ 6 . 90 for trespas sing . He didn ' t 
do anything about the b ot tle . [ O ld Point Comfort , Va . , ( 23 ) , Ed . ]  

2 37 3 . Wa Zk-away p�der and war powder i s  sprinkled ab out the doorsill to make 
a person move . [ Cf. Getaway Powder , p . 56 2 . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 790) , 1100 : 13 . ]  

WALK-A WA Y  POWDER 
WAR POWDER 
WAR WATER 

2 37 4 .  Ah tell you what you can do . Yo ' kin take some salt 
an '  b lack pepper and some c innamon and some cloves ; an ' yo ' 
go to de  drug s tore , yo ' kin g it chew s ome war water. 
(What ' s  th at? ) 
I t ' s  wa ter in a li ttle bo t t le ab out that size , ab out that 

high . Yo ' pay ten cents fo ' i t . 
(War water . What do you use that water f o r? ) 
You put it with this mixture , ah mean . 
( I  mean , ordinarily [without ingredients ] , what do they us e  that for ? )  
They use that fo ' runnin ' yo '  - kin us e that . Take that wat er and pore i t  on 

de s t eps , und er s tand , and if there ' s  somebody in this hous e tha ' chew don ' t want 
in here . 

(You buy it at the drug store? ) 
Yes , sir . • • .  Yo ' j es '  go tuh de drug sto ' an '  buy yo ' a bottle  of war water . 

Yo ' g et dat at Mr . [ Somebody ' s ] drug sto ' ovah heah on [ Something ] Avenue , and it 
cos t yo ' ten c ents . 

( I t ' s  called like a war - like a battle? ) 
W-a-r - war water . And you take that an ' pu t it on de s teps ou t dere , and 

when ah cross dere ah ain ' t coming back in heah no mo ' - ain ' t comin ' back heah 
no mo l .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 87 8 : 15 . ] 

237 5 .  I know tha t they c an make you move . They can go to the drug s tore and 
git  what they call war water , and pas s your hous e at nigh t and throw it like 
that , and when you throw i t  say a cur s e , and make a oath , and they ' ll move -
they ' ll go to j ail an ' [ or ]  mov e . Yes s ir , I know that , positive fact - they ' ll 
move . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 24) , 1193 : 3 . ] 

2376 . Go down to  the Crackerj ack Drug S tore and get some guinea seed .  [ Se e  
p . 5 70 . ] 

(Get some what ? )  
Guinea seed. 
( I  s ee . Al l right . )  
Get some guinea seed and af ter you g et s  this guinea seed , you get a bot tle of  

war water from some Crackerj ack Drug S tor e .  And you beat thes e guinea seeds up 
right f ine and you put ' em in that war water . And you turns your back to the 
hous e and you take it [bott l e ]  and you throw it when she ' s  not there and b reak i t  
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agains t the wall . When y ou break i t  ag ains t the wa l l  and wa lk away f rom it -
she ' s  go ing . [New Or leans , La . , (797 ) , 1110 : 2 . ] 

2377 . D ey say yo ' kin oPoss ' em  like that .  
(How do they do tha t ? ) 

They take and make the mark this way [ demons trat es by drawing a cross mark ] 
and then they go to the drug s tor e an ' gi t d e  wat er dat d ey sell , cal led wap 
watep , and pour i t  around yore do ' and that will c ause confus ion and f igh ting -
dis agr eeab le , even until you move . 

(They pour this wap watep right in the mark of th e cross ? )  
Yes , sir - righ t  in thi s  way , right a t  Chure doo r , and that wil l  creat e c on

fus ion and you will have to leave . [ See Marks , p . 254 . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 67 1) , 
884 : 2 . ] 

237 8 .  You take the l eng th of the f ing er , the lones t f ing er [demons trates ] ,  
measuring the foot track , drawing i t s ligh t ly that way wi th the righ t  hand -
long es t  f inger and li ttle f ing er and j oin i t [ th em ] . And [but fir s t ] you put 
one [ finger ] tip to cover one of the toes and you b r ing your f ingers together , 
and take a b it of dirt like that . 

(You put one t oward the foot and one at the toe and you bring your fingers 
together . )  [ I  hand-draw . ] 

Y es , s ir .  
(And take a pinch of dirt . )  [ Hand-draw . ] 

Yes , s i r .  
(Like that . ) [ Hand-draw . ]  

Yes , s i r . 
Pu t i t  [ dirt ] in a bottle wi th wap watep and throw it in th e Mis si s s ippi 

River whe re it floats . You s ee , that wi ll give you a roving [ r oaming ? ] mind . 
You won ' t b e  s ta tionary there regard less of wha t  kind of posi tion you have . 
You ' d rather leave . Look l ike your mind was ref er ring you to go where you ' d  do 
better , you see , and it will keep you leaving from one town to the other one . 

(Y ou u s e  ei ther one o f  thos e tracks or b oth o f  them or what ? )  
The righ t  foot with the r ight hand . [New Or leans , L a . , ( 816) , 1154 : 2 .] 
237 9 . Like I go out - I could g et the d ir t  but they hardly c an p ick up the 

tracks unles s you is b are-f eeted . Th en they can do more with the track , but j us t  
your foot t r ack like that wi th your shoes - they c an ' t g et nex t to y our necked 
[ naked ] f ee t . 

(I s ee . ) 
But if you ' re bare-f eeted and tha t , they can pi ck up your tr acks good . 
(Well , how would they do tha t , then? ) 
Well , if they c an g et b ehind you - but har d ly ever you can ge t b ehind anybody 

to p ick up their tra cks . 
OJhy is that ? )  
Well , s ome p eople don ' t wa lk bare-f eeted for you t o  p ick up their tracks , you 

s e e .  
(I  se e . ) 
But peop le in th e country , you know , mos t ly walks bare-f eeted and th ey can 

p ick up their tracks , b ecause mos t of them is bare-f eeted s ome t imes . They ' ll 
walk bare-f eeted - well , you can pick up their track r ight in the middle of the ir 
feet . But some peop le ' s  got hollows in their feet where you c an ' t .  Flat- feeted 
folks you can do that b ecaus e the whole f oot goes down ,  you know . 

(Well , what would they do with that dirt af ter they gather i t  up ? ) [ She will 
rep eat my gathep. ] 

Well , th ey ga ther that dirt and f ix it up ,  and they ' ll go to a river or any
thing what ' s  running . 
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[I will r epeat her f1x . ] 
(How do they f ix that dirt up ? )  
[See Introduct ion for this dccas ional back and for th exchang e . ] 
Fix - they g ets wat er - they goes and gets someth ing like what they call �ar 

water. They can buy that in the drug s tore , war water. Just mix that up with 
that in a glas s  or something so  that it wi ll dry , and then when it  dry , they ' ll 
go to the r iver and then throw it over their shoulder righ t down the s tream 
[ channel )  what ' s  going down the river . That ' ll make you keep ad:pifting. [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 826) , 1205 : 3 . ] 

WELL 
2380 .  Well , i f  yo ' wanta br ing yore husband back , yo ' g o  tuh de  well an ' 
yo ' walk round i t  three times . Den yo ' look down in i t  an ' th en yo ' look 
to de eas t , den yo ' call him three times, turn yore back an ' walk off  an ' 

don ' t look back . In two week ' s  time he ' ll b e  back . [Well here is a dug well . ] 
[ Sumter, S .  Car . , ( 1368) , 2420 : 10 . ] 

2 381. Some peop le , if they wants you to like ' em , they ' ll take a piece of  
green wood . 

(Gr een wood ? )  
Wood . 
(Any kind o f  wood ? )  
Pine wood . Take pine wood and go to the s tore and buy me a file , brand-new 

file. Say , they took a brand-new file and drove it through the pi ece of wood and 
break i t .  Put i t  there nine places - j us t  driv i t  in ther e as far as they want 
to and b reak it o ff . Put it ther e many times as she want and break i t  off . See, 
now , you got nine pieces in there , broke off you know fine - you know , small file 
it ' ll b reak .  And af ter you broke i t  off , then you goes to the well and drops it 
in the well . Well , it sinks . You ever s een a well? 

(Yes - in the ground , a deep well . )  
Drop i t  in the well . Well , it  s inks, goes on the bottom and lays on the 

bottom ,  s tays there until that well is cleaned out . Only way you kin get clear 
of it - the wat er gets low in d ere, you will not ice it there and go there and 
clean i t  out. Well, that will make a man j us t  love you - like you - keep you -
never wants to leave you - wi ll never want you to leave there .  He will s end for 
you , I don ' t care where you are at . 

(That is in connect ion with a j ob ,  you mean , if you are wo rking for this man. 
Or if a woman wants to keep a man . )  

Sir ?  
(Does a woman d o  this t o  a man , o r  does a man d o  this t o  hold a j ob ? )  
A man to hold a j ob .  [ Surely a love rite . ] [Norfolk , Va. , (477a) , 495:9. ]  
2382 . I know of a whale drif ting ashor e at  Phoebus [Virg inia]  onc e and lots 

of people got bones from this whale and they cut them up and s trung them like 

WHALEBONE HAND 

WHITE MAN DE CONKER 
WHITE MAN 'S CONKER 

beads and worn ' em  around their neck for luck . [ O ld Point 
Comfort , Va . , ( 22 ) , Ed . ;  Phoebus is nearby . )  
2383 . If dere a person you wants a get a j ob f rom ,  dere 
dif f ' rent roots that you kin git , that are used in Heart 's 
Co Zogne. Now , if you wanta j ob ,  go to a white person for 
i t, you go looking fer a root ca lled White Man de Conker . 

Then, if you go in to get a j ob at  a colored plac e , you b ring along High John de 
Conker .  Well, you kin take that root, and if it ' s  a white man , conquer de white 
man ' s  mind . You cut i t  up f ine and put it  in a little vial . You let it soak 
over nigh t and you pu t that on you and that will calm the person ' s  mind towards 
you . Don ' t care how angry they are, that wi ll kinda calm their mind towards you . 
But it ' s  very seldom you kin get dat ro ot wi thout a person know exact ly what i t  
is , caus e s ome people s ells you f akes .  
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( And you do the same thing in getting a j ob from a colored man , wi th the other 
root ? )  

The High John de Conker and the �ite Man 's Conker . 
(Well , do you pu t anything with that root ? )  
The Heart ' s  Co Logne and a li ttle of your chamber Lye . 
(Well , what do you do with that ? )  
Well , after it ' s  soaked all night , you don ' t have nuthin to do with it  but 

take it with you and sprinkle it on you . [Norfo lk , Va . , ( 49 2) , 5 29 : 10 . ] 
2384 . Oh , de  willow tree root , yo ' goes an ' git , s ay about s even a ' clock in 

de mornin ' ,  an '  cut a piece of root from one of de sunris e [ s ide ] . Then yo ' g it 
chew a piece of red fLannen wit s alt an ' sulphur , b lack p eppah , an ' a 

WILLOW needle an ' some Heart PerfUme , an ' yo ' sew dat up yo ' under s t and . Yo ' 
s ew dat up an ' yo ' keep i t  ' nointed with dat Heart Perfume an ' wear dat 

in yor e pocket . If  yo ' git  it yores elf , name it  af ter yo ' ;  if  someb ody els e  git 
it , name i t  aft er them . 
-- ( Carry that  for luck . You get this root  from the willow tree . Which side do 
you g et it from? ) 

Yo ' git it  from de sunr is e ,  yes s ir . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 119 8) , 2015 : 9 . ]  
2385 . De b reas t bone - yo ' know it ' s a little fo ' ked b one , call da t a wish

bone . Yo '  carry dat in yor e  pocketbook an ' that ' s  fa '  if yo '  goes somewhere an ' 
yo '  wants tuh git somepin - dere ' s  somepin yo ' want . Yo ' make yore 

WI SHBONE wishes befo ' yo ' leave home an ' yo ' keep dat bone oi led with Lucky oi L 
an ' yo ' carry dat bone in yore pocket in de day , an ' at night when yo ' 

take it out yo ' lay it  up somewhere where nobody kin remove it but chew . An ' yo ' 
carry that in yore pocket . That ' s fa ' something that chew haven ' t  got  but  chew ' s 
expectin ' to , an ' i t ' s  always succes sful anyhOW tuh c arry a wishbone . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 15 24) , 27 22 : 1 . ] 

2386 . [Here  and in the s everal following margin-ti tles I have grouped a few 
stat ements about the terms hoodoo� conjuration� witchcraft and rootwork ; more 

mat erial will  b e  f ound in the Index . Sorry about indexing Wis e  Man 
WI SE MAN af ter Wishb one , but it  goes with this group . ]  

Go in de wood down on de rivah . 
(Do you get i t  from somebody , this bottle? )  [ Bottle hand? ] 

Me an ' ' nothah f ellah out in de country went an ' got i t  tog ethah . Ah know dis 
when ah s ee it . 

Well , yo ' take dis Adam-and-Eve , an '  it ' s  one i s  Adam an ' it ' s one is Eve , 
see . An '  yo ' put one of each in de b ottle . 

(Those are two different types of roots ? Take the plant? ) 
Yes suh , two dif f ' rent plants . [See p receding margin-title , Root - A Tr iple . ]  

Yo ' kin put fo '  of ' em  in dere if yo ' wanta . See .  
(Two of each? ) 
Yes suh , two of each . An '  den yo ' put yore gunpowders in dere . An ' yo ' go 

downtown an ' yo ' g it some Heart 's Co Logne in a bot t le j es '  lak dat , an ' den yo ' 
po ' s  de whole bottle in dere if it will hal ' it , an ' stop it up tight . Ever '  
t ime when yo ' sit ready tuh leave yore home , shake it up lak dat an ' po ' it on 
dere - put a IiI of it on yo ' .  That throws yore trouble  b ehin '  yo ' , s ee .  Yo ' 
go to a game an ' very seldom yo ' ain ' t  winnin ' . Go tuh ask fo ' a j ob an ' very 
seldom yo '  mis s g ittin '  it - somep in tuh do  if i t ' s  nuthin but a day ' s  work . 
Dat ' s  all dere is to that ,  only it  wil l  keep yore home together an ' happy - live 
happy in yore home an ' yo ' won ' t hardly b e  hard up fo ' anything ' long as yo '  
carry dat in yore pocket . Ah know dat mahs elf . 

(You fixed this bot t le up yourself ? )  
Me an ' d e  o thah fellah did . He intend tuh b e  a wise man . Ah ' ve heard dat 
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he ' s  been ovah heah tuh s ee yo ' . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1442) , 2610 : 10 . ] 
2387 . Well , I know o f  a fellah here , he used to s ell bo Zita - that ' s  like de 

numbers . Well , they us ed to ket ch him a lot of  times . S o  they c augh t him with 

WITCH DOCTOR 
free s tuff one time and he wa s on a $500 bail . S o  he had a -
ther e was a fellah they used to cal l  witah doator ar ound here . I 
don ' t know whether he was or not , but he used to  go around here 

and he used to help a lot of p eople out of trouble . 
So he tole dis heah fe llah i f  he would ke tch one of  dese here b lack house 

rats , one of dese big rat s dat run around de  house - you ke tch one of dem and 
kill him and skin him j es t  b ef o ' he gits cold , s ee ,  an ' take dat skin and wrap 
it  up tight ins id e of  a s i lk han ' kerchief and take i t  an ' tote it next to his 
heart . S aid dat when he ' s  go down befo ' de  j udge , dat no matter how s trong de 
j udge wanta give him a sentence , de j udge would always send da t s entence on him . 
He tried dat e I don ' t know whe ther it ' ll work out but he  alway s would be lucky 
enough to come out of it . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 700 : 3 . ] 

2388 . Always s ome old man or some old woman , th ey would s tudy what they call 
cunjuration and ,  taking a cat ' s tai l , the bone of a cat , or a snake bone , roll i t  

WITCH HAND 
up and pu t it in your pocket and [ you ] keep it . Then you are sup
pos ed to go anywher e and nob ody will b other you . They call that a 
wi tah hand . An old man back yonder [ years ago ]  he would make that 

for his [ your ] reg ' Zar steady [ companion or guid e ]  and you pay him some th ing . 
[ Info rmant born befor e Civi l War . ] [ Freder icksbur g , Va . ,  (44) , Ed . ]  

2389 . I was on board of a ship that the mate  was a kind o f  mean man and he 
hung his clothes upon the line to be brushed . And the s t eward brushed th em and 

WITCHCRAFT HAND 
every time the s t eward brushed th em he [ the mate ] hollered . 
The steward had him a witaharaft hand. He carried i t  in his 
pocket and every time he hi t these clothes on the line , the 

ma te would holler . That was 50 years ago ( 1886 ) . That was the S. S. Lizzie ( ? )  
Saofie Zd. We were off the coas t o f  Wes t Afr ica . [ Inf ormant 8 years old when 
Civil War b egan . ] [Hampton , Va . , ( 24 ) , Ed . ]  

WITCHCRAFT 
HOODOO 
CONJURATION 
ROOTWORK 
TRICKS 

2390 . Yo ' go to d e  f o ' ks  o f  de road nine Sunday mornings befo ' 
sunup - ah guess yo ' heard . An '  da t ' s  to learn de wi taha�ft -
d ey might c all i t . Da t ' s  whu t  we call  i t  down in dis country . 
Some of  us call it rootworkin ' ,  some of us call it witaharaft an '  
some o f  us c all i t  hoodoo , bu t it ' s all  run into d e  same thing . 
An '  j es '  lak if yo ' wanted to do a thing - want ed to do somepin 
d ir ty . Now , dat comes ab out dirty - whut dey always practice , 

ladies workin ' on mens . An ' d ey go dere to de cr os s r oad nine Sunday morning s 
b ef o , sunup an ' da t ' s  d e  way dey do dat e [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 13l) , 1836 : 4 . ] 

23 9 1 . (When you wer e a young b oy what did they call this kind of work? ) 
Cunjuring . 
(Th ey ca lled it conj uring? Did they us e the word hoodoo ? )  
No sir , didn ' t  us e  dat e 
{ I t ' s  a new word ? }  
I t ' s  a new word - i t  come out since ' mancipation . 
(That ' s what I thought . )  
[This o ld man was born in 1858 , years b ef ore the appearance of the wor d · 

hoodoo - see Introduct ion for  date and us e of word . ] [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1003) , 1619 : 4 .  ] 

239 2 .  (Down in thi s country what do they call this kind of  work? ) 
Cunjumtion. 
(Do they ever c all it  hoodoo down h er e? ) 
Yes suh - hoodoo doators . 
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( Is the witchcraf t the same thing or d i f f erent ? )  
Well , dis hoodoo an ' dis cunjuration i s  j es t  about on d e  same basis . 

[ Fayet t ev i lle , N .  Car . , ( 139 8) , 25 19 : 9 . ] 
239 3 . (What do they call this kind of work where you were brough t up ? What 

do they ca ll th is type of work , doing you harm and everything ? )  
We ll , i f  a man i s got de skill upon l im tuh make a man d o  j es t  whut h e  want 

l im to do withou t hurtin' ' im ,  da t ' s  trickin' a man . [ For tricks3 see pp . , 260-
26 9 .  ] 

(You t o ld me about witchcra ft . Do the people here today call i t  witch craf t? ) 
Yes - whut d ey all calls it , witchcraft. 
(What s tate did you come f r om - thi s  s tate? )  

No , ah come on from [ s ome th ing ] County , Sou th Caro lina . 
(Wher e  i s  tha t ? ) 
Way down heah near [ s omething ] . 
(Down in S outh Carolina . And they called this wh en you wer e a boy - they 

called it wi tchcraft , i f  you were trying to harm s omebody? )  
Yes . 
(Did you ever hear them call it hoodoo when you were a b oy? ) 
No , d idn ' t n evah hear none o f  dat talk - dey call i t  hlitchcra� .  [ Wils on , N .  

Car . , ( 1508) , 26 76 : 11 . ] 
2394 . Now , I have heard of them in this way , if they wanted their husb and to 

leave town or wi f e , either s ex , why they would go and get s omeone to come wi th 
the s ame kind o f  dif f t rent ingred ients in a bag of s ome kind . 

(Wha t do you call this sort of thing ? )  
Wi tchcm� . 
(Ar ound here do they ever us e the word hoodoo ? )  
Hoodoo an ' hlitchazoaft. 
(They are all the same thing? ) 
Fir s t  cous ins . 
[ Informant is woman who managed hot el in wh ich I in terv iewed . I ques tioned 

her , as I did all landladys and landlords , to give an idea of my work . ] [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , (9 88) , 159 4 : 3 . ] 

2395 . Someone who us ed to live on the Riprap Road found a b ox at the gate one 
morning and brought it to my house and said , "Look what I dug up at my gat e . " I 

s aid to her , "What ' s in i t ? "  And she op ened it and there was 
WOODEN BOX HAND p ins in ther e and needles and s ome of her hai r  and sulphur in 

a bag in ther e and a p iece of red f lannel that had f our s ticks 
s ewed up into tha t and a dime into it . I t was a wooden box about that long . 

(E ight inches long and four inches wid e . ) [ P rob ab ly a cigar box - symbolic 
coff in . ] 

Sh e said she was going to take it and s ee who put it ther e ,  she was going t o  
take it over t o  Norfo lk to a fortuneteller . And when she came b ack she told me 
that her husb and put it ther e .  That ' s  what the fortuneteller told her . 
[Hampton , Va . , (31) , Ed . ] 

239 6 . I used to hear the old-time p eople s et down and talk ab out rastlin '. A 
man one time couldn ' t  be thrown - dozens o f  them t ried him , he throwed them all . 

They come to find out - he told them he caught a b lacksnake , 
W�STLING HAND skin him , s tuf f ed hi s hide and wor e  i t  as a b elt around his 

wais t .  I t ' s  impos s ib le for a man to throw a man if he has one 
of th o s e  b elts on him . That ' s  in the C ivil War p eriod . Ther e ' s  some they wear 
them now . [ For rastlin' roots (hlrestling roots) ,  see No . 7 23 ,  p . 240 . ]  
[ Fr edericksburg , Va . ,  (44) , Ed . ; inf ormant born before Civ i l  War . ]  

2397 . I f  d ey wanta b e a mstler an t nobody kin throw ' em down , dey ' ll ket ch 
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a blacksnake an ' skin him - de b lack an ' green one - an ' s tuf f dat wit sawdus t or 
manur e or s omethin ' to dry i t . Den git all dat stuffin ' out an ' sew dat round in 
de b indin '  or dey underwear - s ew  it round dere  waist . I t ' s  pur tty hard for man 
tuh throw ' em  down .  Ah ' ve tried dat mahs elf . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1359) , 229 7 : 8 . ]  

2398 . I heard ' em  say - whether i t ' s  s o , I can ' t  tell you - ah tells you what 
I heard . I heard ' em say dey take a b lacksnake - go in de woods and ketch a 
blacksnake and skin h im .  Skin a b lacksnake and take d at blacksnake and fix him -
fix him with somepin . Let ' s  s ee what dey s ay dey fix him wit . Dey fix h im  with 
vaseline and High John de Conquer �ot .  Dat ' s  it - dat what dey s aid . Dey make 
a paste  and take d at belt - dat b lacksnake b elt and rub i t  [ preparation] over dat 
blacksnake s kin and put it round dere wais t .  Make a b elt out of it  and put it 
round dere wais t .  Don ' t care who dey wras t Zin ' wit .  Dey say d ey can ' t throw 
' em .  [Peter sburg , Va . ,  (444 ) , 418 : 5 . ] 

239 9 . Well , you kin go out in de woods and kill you a rattlesnake . Well , you 
take dat ratt lesnake and you skin ' em .  Be sure dat dey didn ' t s trike demself 
now - be sure that he ' s  not s trike hims elf to kill himself , because you j es t  
ketch him you unders tand and tease a rat tlesnake why h e  s trike to kill him own
self . But now , you be  sur e  dat you kill him . Well , you kill h im  and you skin 
him , see . Well , you cut him open and you git dat fat . You git de fat and you 
f ry it up . You fry i t  up into greas e and you can ' t us e too much of it  - [ see 
No . 1435 , p . 469 ] . You take dat grease and you j est  rub yo ' limb s - rub yo '  limbs 
down , you understand - rub your limbs , all yo ' legs and stuff  and your whole 
body ,  j est as near as pos s ib ly you can in a closed c loset where nobody kin see 
you , see .  Nobody will know what chew doin ' . Well , you wi ll be j est  as limber 
as dat rattler . A person - J esus Christ kin pin you down to d e  ground but He 
couldn ' t  throw you . [Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 11) , 5 7 7 : 5 . ] 

240 0 . Dey git a buzzard an ' kill him and s tew him up , git  de buzzard greas e 
and grease yourself all over , on de laigs and you ' ll be limb er .  You ' ll be more 
powerful . Whenever - ev ' ry  way d e  man try to throw you , you kin j ump of f his 
locks , see , and you kin throw him ' caus e  yo ' active . He can ' t  throw you . 
[Washington , D . C . , ( 6 38 ) , 82 4 : 7 . ] 

240 1 .  He fall in love wi th this man ' s wif e .  Dey [ the  husband ] couldn ' t get 
even in no other way - he  was an old man , the man was a young man that taken his 
wif e away . He dressed himself [prepared his body by conj urat ion ] . When this man 
come , h e ' d rass Ze with him . He [ the young man]  never was no more ' count - he 
j is '  come full of sores . [Princess Anne , Md . ,  ( 128) , 42 : 1 . ]  

BUSINES S AND CUSTOMERS 

[ This subsection is concerned with methods for luck in bus iness . Some of the 
handS in preceding sub section Hands could also be used for this purpos e . ] 

240 2 . Ah ' ve heard a lady say . She tole me tuh do i t . Course ah never did 
experience it mahs elf , but she tells me like dis - to take on a Wednesday morning 

b efore twelve , never let twelve get dere b efo ' doing i t , which ah said 
ALLSPICE ah was gon ' a try it mahs elf to see was she telling de truth . Yo ' git 

chew a ha lf a cup of sugah , allspice and put it into yore scrubwater . 
(You get a half cup of sugar . And how much sp ice do you get? ) 

Yo ' git about a tablespoonful of  allspice . Yo ' put it into the water that you 
s crub with . Yo ' put chew a little piece of  saltp eter with it  and s tart at de 
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f ront of your hous e and scrub b efor e twelve to de b ack .  They say that will draw 
any kind of luck into yore hous e yo ' want . [Mobi le , Ala . , ( 6 9 7 ) , 947 : 2 . ] 

2403 . And if you don ' t do it thataway , you takes c innamon and sug ar and you 
sprinkle that c innamon and sugar in the front of the door , but be sur e to scrub -

use nine bucke ts of water , one bottle of the ammonia . But when you 
AMMONIA scrub , don ' t s crub out your door - scrub in . You unders tand what I 

mean . Scrub it inside .  Sweep your water in all the time . And a f t er 
you do that , then you can sprinkle y�ur cinnamon and sugar and that hous e ' ll get  
rent ed . Yes , s ir .  [New Or leans , La . ,  (832) , 1239 : 2 . ] 

2404 . I ' ve b een around p laces where I ' ve seen i t  done . They always dress the 
front o f  their hous e  and the front of the hous e is kep t - is suppos ed to b e  kep t 
perfectly c lean ,  scrubb ed every day with lye and ammonia . And aft er s crubbing 
your hous e with lye and ammonia , you have a thing that you burn - a couple of the 
incens e .  An d  then after you burn that , that ' s  in the house and your house is 
perf ect ly clean - you us es that in there - caus es for the luck to ke ep the law 
away . [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  (7 42) , 1011 : 5 . ]  

2405 . An ' th en ah heard agin that if yo ' want tuh keep - j es '  lak s ay if ah 
wus runnin ' a hous e , yo ' know , an ' s e llin '  whiskey or s omethin ' lak dat , t o  ke ep 

de poli ces o f f  yuh , yo ' go tuh de s to ' an ' buy yo ' a box o f  asafetidy 
ASAFETIDA an ' take i t  an ' cu t i t  in a small lit t le quant ity , an ' put it  on a 

piece of  new homespun - s ew i t  up in a piec e  of new homespun an ' wear 
it round yore wais t .  Dey said abs o lutely dey can ' t come about chew . 
[ Faye tt eville , N .  Car . , ( 144 6) , 262 4 : 2 . ] 

240 6 .  Da t ' s  luck tuh ei thah draw mens t o  yore home , yessuh , d e  banana 
BANANA peelin ' - j is '  de peelin ' of de banana yo ' know , a li ttle piece ovah de 

do ' an ' folks walk up underneat ' chew know • • •  comin ' in d e  front do ' .  
(That is supposed to bring men into your house? ) 

Bring money mens to yore home . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (941) , 1523 : 17 . ]  
2407 . Yo ' take f ive cents worth of orang es , f ive cents worth o f app les , five 

cents worth of grapes an ' f ive cents worth of bananas . Yo ' take yo ' a bowl an ' 
yo ' cut all thos e up an ' have yore fiah burnin ' there , an ' it ' s  a-spo ' tin ' luck , 
fas t luck . An '  it ' s  r e ' lly lucky .  Yo ' git  chew f ive cents worth of that brown 
s ugah ag in , f ive c ents worth o f  that white sugah an ' put all that toge th er an ' 
pu t i t  on de back of yore fiah an ' make yore wi sh f rom all par ts of de worl ' 
[ succes sively face each of four directions and wish] - j es '  wish fa ' dif f ' rent 
thing s tuh come . Yo ' don ' t know ' em  but chew j es '  wishin ' .  An ' befo ' de week ' s 
out every time yo '  be ' s  j es '  lak that . 

( That ' s  for trade? ) 
Yeah , b e  suc ces s  - trade . 
(Why d o  you use white sugar and brown sug ar? ) 
Well , yo ' us e de white mens , yo '  s ee , an ' yo ' us e the brown , fo '  de b rown .  

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( ? ) , 2808 : 5 . ] 
2408 . Why yo ' git chew s ome sulphur an ' s ome saltpeter an ' s ome sugah . Well , 

yo ' take a tables poon an ' a nutmeg an ' s ome b lues tone . Well , yo ' take a rag an ' 
yo '  b eat chure bluestone up an ' beat up yore nutmeg and yo ' 

BATH FOR BUSINES S takes a tab lespoon fulla sulphur an ' a tablespoon fulla sug ah 
an ' a tab lespoon fulla sal tpeter .  Well , yo ' take i t  an ' put 

i t in yore b athwatah an '  s ome Heart 's PerfUme put it in yore bathwa tah , an ' yo ' 
take a b ath all ovah . Den yo ' git  up an ' yo ' mop all roun ' de f lo ' . If yo ' got 
a rug on , mop all roun ' de woodwork an ' all in yore do ' an ' wa sh yore do ' down . 
Well , den yo ' take s ome dat nutmeg an ' b lues tone an '  SUlphur an ' s ome sugah - put 
it on yore shovel on a piece of papah . See ,  it burns hard . Light it undah de 
papah an ' burn dat an ' smoke yo ' self in yore room . Do dat Mondays , Wednesdays 
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an ' Fridays . 
(What d o  you d o  this f or? )  
Dat b r ing s in trade an ' makes yore luck good . 
( That is if you are boot legg ing or i f  you are a hus t ling woman? )  
Dat ' s  luck fo ' yo ' tuh do dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 58 ) , 15 41 : 10 . ] 
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2 40 9 .  If a woman is a hus t Un ' woman an ' goin ' tuh a new place , wel l , befo ' 
she star t  to d i s  new p lace , when sh e know she g oin ' - qui te natural , see - well 
sh e ' l l  go tuh work an ' sh e ' ll take a real new clean b ath an ' she ' ll take it some
thin ' lak in de mawnin ' b e fo ' de sunri s e . An '  a f tah she takes tha t wat ah - while 
in dat watah sh e says her pr ay ers nine times , whi le she ' s  t ak in '  her bath . T ake 
dat watah an ' go to d e  cornah of de hou s e  - d e  eas t  cornah of de room an ' thr ow 
it ea s t  an ' make a wish . Go ' head an ' ket ch de t rain an ' go ' b out her bus iness .  
Well , when sh e ent er dis c i ty - she go into d at city sh e takes her ano thah bath . 
An '  af tah she takes d at bath an ' d e  ' gr ed ient s dat sh e  have - b lues t one , salt
p e t er , sugah an ' alum . We l l , dat gives h er her luck right dere . She have washed 
away all d e  b ad luck an ' pu t on g ood . [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 9 4 8) , 1530 : 6 . ] 

2410 . I f yo ' wanta take a trip s omewhere , a long tr ip , an ' yo ' wanta go an ' 
try tuh mak e  money , ' fore yo '  leave home , why yo '  take yo ' a b ath an ' comb yore 
hair , an ' have yore room shet up an ' burnin ' incens e , an ' take yo '  a b ath in 
sugah an ' whi te lead - d ey call it whi t e  lead , it looks lak sugah , too . Den yo ' 
t ake a bath in dat watah . When yo ' g i t  out yo '  rub y o ' s elf down in olive o i l  an ' 
c omb yore hai r  an ' clean yore comb out . Den walk to de front do ' an ' open i t  an ' 
j es t le t d e  a ir go through yore house . 

( You put this whi t e  lead and sugar in the water in whi ch you take a b a th ? ) 
Ye s , j es '  ab ou t  a half a t ea sp oonf ul - whi t e  lead an ' sugah .  I t ' s  kind o f  a 

medicine lak e [Memphis , T enn . , ( 15 24) , 2 7 2 2 : 8 . ]  
24 11 . I f  you want s to take a bath in water for succ es s , you s ee ,  you put � 

s alt in there and o i l  o f  g eranium - any kind o f  that you prefer for per fume you 
s ee - in that water . S ea salt . Wash y ours elf down and throw it at [ toward s ]  
sunr is e . Well , tha t ' ll keep you in good luck . [New Or leans , La . , ( 814 ) , 
1146 :  2 . ] 

2412 . Well , you kin take chamber lye , s t ale b eer , o r s ome thing like tha t , or 
they kin take you r  bathwat er - j us t  like , s ay ,  yo u s et it up overnigh t . And then 
yo ' po ' a l l  that toge ther and mop your hous e with i t . Then you kin burn a little 
luck powder or s omething like that in there . 

(That i s  to bring in trade? ) 
That will br ing in tr ad e .  
(Do you mix all tho s e  things together? That b athwater and all tho se th ings 

together ? And mop with i t ? ) 
And mop wi th i t .  [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 731) , 100 2 : 2 . ] 
2413 . They take that Red Devil Ly e ,  you would mop y our hous e wi th i t  firs t , 

j u s t  wh er e  you have to walk through - through and f o rth , j us t  wherever at anybody 
c ome through ther e .  And every day , i t ' s  qui t e  natch ' l  you go in and ou t your 
f ront door , you buries that wh ere you walk over ther e .  Then - now , i f  you ' s  
af raid tha t they go in ' try do y ou s omethin ' anyway , you take th e s ame household 
ammonia and you b aths with it f o r  nine days . Excus in ' th at , you take the 45th 
P sa lm  and the 54th [ preceding numb er revers ed ] and you read that , and there ain ' t  
nu thin comin ' .  

(Don ' t ne ed to be af raid of the law? ) 
No , sir . 
(Now , that Re d Dev i l  Ly e 

a f t er you hav e s crubbed the 
Bury the whole can down . 

- you mean you bury the r es t  of the can down there , 
f loor with i t ? ) 

Take the top o f f  th at can , unders tand , and there 
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ain ' t nuthin in the world get over that . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 72 6) , 9 98 : 1 . ] 
2414 . In gamblin '  tub give mahs e1f luck ah have taken burnt sugah .  Burn it  

p erfectly brown an '  kinda let  it run down tuh candy , an ' g it me  some b 1ues tone 
an ' mix that together , an ' g i t  me s ome saltpeter an ' put that together , an ' g i t  
m e  some alum an ' put that together , an ' make m e  whut chew may call a bath , a bath 
' lut ion [ solution ] , an ' po '  i t  into mah b athwatah an ' take me a bath with it . 
Well , dat supposed tuh be  lucky which it always has b een tuh me when ah wus 
gamb 1 in ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 948) , 1 5 29 : 2 . ] 

2415 . Wash yore face in sugah d e  fir s t  thing in de mawnin ' with yore han ' 
first [not with washcloth ] an ' go  out an ' meet de person an ' den yo ' ll have good 
success . An '  yo ' know , take cons ecrated [ concentrated ] lye an ' mop yore place 
' fore de do ' heah an ' don ' t say nuthin to nobody while yo ' takin ' care of dat e 
Dat ' 11 bring luck to d e  p lace an ' yo ' sell a 10t ta liquor . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(946) , 1525 : 11 . ] 

2416 . If yo ' got some bus iness , real impor tant bus iness da t yo ' want tuh 
' tend to an ' yo ' don ' t exactly unders tan ' how tuh s tar t at it , yo ' git up at 
twelve or one a ' clock at night an ' wash yore face . Yo ' cook an ' make yo ' s trong 
cof f ee an ' d rink yo ' a strong cup of coffee an ' make yore wishes whut chew want 
tuh do  de nex ' mornin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1524) , 2723 : 6 . ] 

2417 . Yo '  [know] whut d is ins in [ incens e ]  is . 
(Incens e . ) 
Uh-hah - yassuh . An ' yo ' git some dragon ' s  blood and take dose and yo ' git  

chew s ome washing powder - mop de flo ' good , yo ' unders tand . Den burn yo ' insin 
wit s ome brown sugah and a little sulphur , and dat ' ll bring yo ' all de  

BEER cus tomer yo ' want . Yo ' know that was done heah , ' cus ah kin t el l  yo ' 
about i t . 

About fifty yeahs ago [ 1888] ah us ed to work up town among s t  de sporting people ,  
yo ' unders tand , and ah had to us e these things fo ' ketching trade , and ah had to 
do thet every mawnin ' . Then yo ' take a little beer , s tale beer , and put i t  in d e  
wat er when yo ' would g o  t o  wash but chew have to use dat dragon ' s b lood and some 
washing powder - no soap or  no lye - j es '  dat washing powder . And yo '  put dat 
and den yo ' burn yor e  insin , sulphur and sugar , and that brings in de  cus tomers . 
An '  po ' yo ' b eer in dere - yo ' s ee dat brings on de drinks , but it has to be 
s tale b eer - like dey leave some in de bott le or some in de barrel all night . 

(Were the women in this hous e white or colored? )  
White . 
(What do the girls consider bad and good luck in their bus ines s ?  Do they have 

any diff erences about thing s are bad and good luck? ) 
Dh y es , d ey use - take German C o logne and take spice , cloves and cinnamon and 

put that together , yo ' und erstand and when yo ' go to bath , put that in yo ' water , 
yo ' unders tand . That brings good luck to the body . 

(And th e g irls did this that were in that house years ago? ) 
Yes .  
( I t  s ort of brings them trade , too , I suppose? ) 
Why suah . 
Those crab s  - like offa people . 
(Thos e lice off peop le . What do they do with those? ) 
Yeah , they put ' em  on deyse1ves and that b r ings luck - da t ' s  lucky . 
(You mean the girls in the house would do that ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Put lice on them for luck? ) 
Down dere , yo '  know . 
(Down b elow . ) 
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Yes , sir . 
(Oh , they put them down there? Do they leave them on or what ? )  

No . Yo ' know dey j es t  put ' em on dere like tonight dey goin ' tuh us e trade 
yo ' know , an ' dey are lucky and they put ' em  on dere . Dey buy ' em  from other 
people - paid ten cents a piece fo r ' em . An ' dey buy ' em  and den dey ' ll use 
dem tonight to make good money . 

(Well , how would they get them out again? ) 
Well , s oon as dey ' d wash wit li tt le snu ff or tub acca - s omepin other like dat , 

why dey are gone . 
(We ll , they will b ite whi le th ey  ar e there won ' t they ? ) 
Well , yes , but dey don ' t ca l ' b out dat e Dey want de money . [See marg in-t itle 

Lice later . ] 
( Have you heard about eating peanuts in a sport ing house? ) 
Yessuh , but you mus tn ' t let nary a hull fal l nor none o f  de ins ide of de pea-

nuts fall - yo ' keep it a ll and burn it , i t ' s  bad luck . 
( I t ' s  b ad luck to let the peanut fall? ) 
Yes . [See marg in-t itle Peanut la ter . ]  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 67 ) , 880 : 2 . ] 
2418 . I ' m  t ellin ' you now how to b ring ' em - you s ee , i f you are bootlegg in ' 

and you want to br ing a crowd to your house .  You take th e nine pods of red 
peppers , you ' ll take you thr ee ounces of s ugar . 

(Three what? ) 
Three ounces . 
(Thr ee ounces of sugar . ) 
Of sugar and you put tha t in the water . And you get you s ome nutmeg already 

ground up - you put that in your wat er . And then you take and get ammonia - you 
pu t that in your wat er . And then you ' ll t ake and s crub . And you ' ll get you some 
fast tuck and put it in there and you take the broom and sweep all in the corners 
of the house then .  Never sweep it , de dir t out de front - a lways let everything 
go to th e back . And when you us e that ess ence - that water you s crub with - you 
always carry i t  a ll to the back. And that draws a crowd in your house . Then ,  as 
soon as you are done , you take the beer or a lit tle wine , anything what you got , 
and you put some of that in the water and scrub . But let your s crubb ing always 
g o  to the back . [New Or leans , La . , (834) , 1254 : 2 . ]  

2419 . I f  you tryin ' to make a trade wi th anybody - j es t  like i f  you wanta buy 
a automob ile from me or enyb ody , see , or buy a home somewheres , don ' t  make no 

diff ' r ence what it is , you go to de peop le and try to buy , and dey tell 
BIBLE yuh , "No , ah don ' t wanta sell yuh - I don ' t  wanta atall . "  All right , you 

go off and d ey think dey a in ' t  goin ' to s el l  it tuh yuh . Yo ' read de 
56th Psalm b ef ore sunup wi t chure face to the eas t - read dat 56th P salm over 
three t imes . Read i t  b efo ' you go to b ed  and den git up dat mawnin ' and read it 
thr ee times before sunup , before you speak to enyb ody ,  and j es t  go on to dat man 
house and if he don ' t make de trade ,  ah ' ll eat chure hat . [Here is one o f  many 
r ef er ences to my oId black hat cont aining concealed microphone on the table - see 
Author ' s black hat , in Index . ] Ah ' s  d id that mahs elf . [ Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , 
( 549) , 687 : 5 . ] 

24 20 . Yo ' git yo ' some sugah an ' sulphur an ' git chew a bot tle of  Heart 
Perfume . Po ' it on there , don ' t chew know , down on de sugah an ' s tuff an ' about 
six a ' clock burn dat e An ' then yo ' git de Bib le an ' yo ' r ead de 47 Psalm an ' 
then to make them come - yo ' go tta say , "May mah crowd gather togeth er thick . 
May mah crowd g ather together thick . In de Name o f  de Father , in de Name of de 
Son , in th e Name of de Holy Spir i  t .  " An ' they begin to gather thick an '  yo ' 11 
have so many folks yo ' won ' t  know whut to do . 

Af ter yo ' read de 47th Psalm yo ' say , "May mah crowd gather together thick 
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tonight , all gather together thick tonigh t , thick as hops , "  an ' say ,  "In de Name 
of  de Father , in de Name of de S on an ' Name o f  d e  Holy Spirit . "  An ' yo '  won ' t  
have no trouble . That brings in tr ade - I mean they come in . [Waycross ,  Ga . , 

( 1118) , 17 9 5 : 5 . ] 
BLACK CAT DRA WING OIL 2421 . You get  the Black Cat D1'C1JJJing Oi l .  

(Black Cat D1'C1JJJing Oi l ? )  
Yes , sir . And you can s tart at the - you have to s tart at the b ack and come to 
the f ront , s crubbing with this oil . 

(What will  tha t  do ? )  
I t  will draw cus tomers . [ See , Black Cat Oi l ,  No . 1121 , p . 41 7 . ]  [ New Orleans , 

La . ,  ( 7 85) , 109 0 : 8 . ] 
242 2 .  (What do you do ab out the landlord , now? ) 
You wake up on a Fr iday morning , don ' t let a b lack woman cross your f loor -

cross your door-sill , the s ill or your door . You get up in the morning and you 
get your scrubb ing brush and you get  you a bucke t of  water ,  don ' t  put 

BLUEING no s oap in i t  a t  all . Put you a li t t le b lueing in i t  and about two 
tab lespoons ful of sugar - white granulated sugar , something like rock 

sugar you know . And put i t  in that water and you sc rub your house , and your 
landlord g oing to come ther e - he can come there for s ix months . Well , you tell 
him , say , " I  ain ' t got nothing . "  He say , "Well , all right , when you got some
thing , give me some thing . "  He ' s  gone - he ain ' t going to put you out , you can 
s tay righ t ther e in that hous e .  But the nextdoor neighbor can ' t make you move . 
[ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 7 ) , 1258 : 1 . ] 

242 3 . I h ad  a woman one t ime g ive me b 1ues tone to put in the watah 
BLUESTONE to wash up mah hous e .  That make luck in the house , that help you 

bui ld up trade in the house . I was s ellin ' liquor . [ B lues tone is 
usually us ed in a combination of ingredient s . ]  [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 38 3 ) , 325 : 7 . ]  

24 24 .  She kin take s traws an ' na il ' em cross her do ' , an ' if anyone comes in 
dere to - if dey has whiskey in d ere , take three s tr aws an ' nail ' em  crossways 

an ' if dey walks in , dere mo ' goin ' walk in with him .  
BROOM AND SWEEPINGS (You s ay you take three s traws - from a broom? ) 

Broomstraws - not s t1'aw b1'oom , but s tick b1'oom s traws . 
[Not s traw or gras s b ent into a homemade swiss ( swish) broom , a handleless broom , 
see Index . ] 

(What kind of  a broom i s  that? )  
A s tick b1'oom wit de handle to it . 
(And you pu t three s traws - each in a row - three in a row . )  
Three in a row .  
(And i f  one person comes in , the rest are going to follow . ) [ Fayettevi lle , 

N .  Car . , ( 1402 ) , 25 23 : 9 . ]  
24 25 . If  ah wus boot 1eggin ' or runnin ' a good- time place an ' wanted tuh keep 

d e  law away , ah would take me s ome honey an ' s ugah an ' wash mah house out wit it , 
an ' ah would cross a broom in mah house , an ' de law cain ' t come in . 

(What do you mean by cros sing the broom? ) 
Ah put it  c ro ssways of de bed , cros sways undah de b ed 1ak . 
(You mean , this is the b ed like this - you don ' t  put the b room like that , you 

pu t it like that? ) 
Yo ' put i t  1ak that - dat ' s crossways of  de b ed . 
( Sort of ca tercorner under the b ed ? )  
Yes . [New O rleans , La . , ( 1558) , 2833 : 2 . ] 
2426 . Law bothering you , keep sugar and c innamon around your hous e - j us t  

take and sprinkle i t  all around . Mix sugar , cinnamon and water and just  get up 
and pour it righ t  on out , the sugar and the cinnamon . 
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(What will that do ? )  
And pour i t  on out - dash it on out .  
(That ' ll keep the law away ? ) 

675 

It keep th em from coming to your place to bother you in any way . If they 
bother you too much , you get you a old broom and you take and you cut the s traws 
all loose - them s tr ings , you know that ho ld the b room together . Well , you take 
and you cut them loos e .  And g et you a box o f  sal t  and sprinkle that whole b ox 
of s alt down in ther e and wrap a white rag around it  and set i t  b ehind the door . 
The law won ' t bother you at all . 

(How do you set that broom down? ) 
Set the handle down and the s traw part up . [N ew Or leans , La . , ( 845) , 1291 : 8 . ] 
2427 . I f  yo ' wanta b e  a boot leggah an ' s ell whiskey , don ' t  evah sweep de 

tra cks out do ' s ;  always take de tracks an ' sweep dem in de corner of de hous e an ' 
put cookin ' salt in ' em  an ' put ' em  in de s tove . 

An '  if yo ' wanta keep de police from your house , keep f rom runnin ' back an ' 
f or th out chure hous e ,  go an ' git chew a new cof feepot an ' git  chew s ome loose 
salt , table salt , an ' yo ' full up dat coff eepot , two o f  ' em ,  an ' pu t ' em  to de 
back do ' an '  de f ront do ' , " In de Name of de Father , d e S on an ' d e  Ho ly Ghos t , "  
an ' dat wi ll keep de man from yore hous e . 

(That wi ll ke ep the officer away ? )  
Yes s ir . [Flor ence , S .  Car . , ( 1308) , 2 2 13 : 2 . ] 
2428 . In cas e  if you gotta persons coming tuh yore hous e  and you want ' em 

ther e who ' ve lo t sa money , f riends who have lotsa money ,  when dey walk out yo ' 
take a brand new broom and sweep de dus t back up under d e  house , and they wi ll 
always come back and bring money to yor e house . [Mob i le , Ala . , (6 56) , 9 35 : 4 . ] 

24 29 . J es ' lak yo ' got de business an ' - well , an ' yo ' got good trad e all de 
time . Nevah sweep yore dirt on de outside - a lways sweep it in an ' sweep it in 
de f ire-hearth . 

An '  like yo ' wanted yore business to keep acomin ' on too , yo ' take an ' go  
every Fr iday - git chew a ole shoe , git  some sulphur an ' a penny , an ' yo ' put it  
in de f ir e-hearth an' let it burn an ' shet de do ' an ' go on out s id e .  At  twelve 
' c lock yo ' do i t . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1184 ) , 199 7 : 7 . ] 

2 430 . That [powder ] you kin buy . Sweep from out de front door - always sweep 
it back in de door , sweep i t up in pile , pick it up and carry i t  and put it out 
de back door . See .  Well , dat ' s  the dirt from the peop le ' s  f eet - you put that 
out the back , that ' s  for them to come in and go in the back. You see . Well , 
ever ' time they come in there - that draw ' em  in , you see , with that powder . 
[ Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  ( 7 35 ) , 1005 : 5 . ] 

2431 . Walk b ackwards ovah yore broom evah Monday mawnin '  f o ' t imes an ' dat ' ll 
keep all de law f rom yore hous e .  Ah nevah be bother ed wit de  law . Lay it , yo ' 
know , right in yore do ' .  

(The front door or the b ack? ) 
Eithah one yore do ' s .  Step backward s ovah i t  fo ' times evah Monday mawnin ' 

an ' i t keeps down all d e  laws . 
(What t ime do you do that Monday morning ? )  
About nine a ' clock j is ' ' fore yo ' g i t  up - s o  yo ' do it in de mawnin ' . 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949 ) , 1531 : 6 . ] 
243 2 .  [ I f  you have ] unwelcome peop le in the hous e you don ' t  want dere , you 

take de broom an ' you turn i t  head up [ s traw up ] behin ' the door an ' dey get 
r ight up an '  leave . [Wi1mington � N.  Car . , ( 17 1) , 8 4 : 2+85 . ] 

2433 . I f  anyone come aroun ' , yo ' s ee ,  lak a pes ti lence - yo ' know , someone 
yo ' wanta keep away - yo ' git de broom an ' turn it an ' spit on i t an ' say , "Ab 
want chew tuh go . "  
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(How do you turn this broom? ) 
We ll , yo ' see , turn de s traws up in de corner [ d emons trates ] .  
(You turn the s traws up and you spit on it . )  
Yeah . 
An '  then when a p erson goes , throw p eppah b ehin ' dem or salt , an '  curse ' em .  

Dey ' ll nevah come back . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 70) , 2885 : 1 . ] 
243 4 . Ah ' m running a bus ines s , unders t and . Ah would write the name o f  five 

dif f ' rent pers ons or nine dif f ' rent persons [uneven numb er ] , an ' put it in a 
kerosene lamp an ' light de lamp an ' let it burn for nine days - s traight ' long 
all day long . An '  ah would never sweep de s to '  or de b us ines s place out in 
front - ah would j es t  sweep i t  in de b ack an ' let it remain there fo ' thos e  nine 
days in trash . an ' s tuff . Never sweep it out . Ah run business heah - b egan in 
' 26 an ' that ' s  whut ah did an ' had de s to ' fulla cus tomers .  [ St .  Pe tersburg , 
Fla . , ( 1039 ) , 16 85 : 1 . ] 

2435 . J es ' lak i f  yo ' runnin '  a b us ines s an '  a congregat ion of p eople come in 
an ' yo ' want ' em  tuh come b ack again - if dey leave - af ter dey leave , yo ' sweep 
dey tracks , yo ' know de dus t o f f  dere feet in through a crack or s omepin lak dat e 

( In the floor? ) 
Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 119 3 ) , 2012 : 11 . ] 
243 6 .  When h e  leaves , when h e  s t art s out goin ' o n  out , yo ' git a broom an ' 

sweep his tracks j is t  as fas t as yo ' kin right on out on de  ground , an ' he ' ll 
stay away . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 900) , 1473 : 11 . ] 

2437 . An '  den der e ' s  anoth er way - j es t  1ak if yo ' wus living heah an ' ah wus 
a enemy to yo ' . Yo ' felt da t ah wus a enemy tuh yo ' ,  d at ah put b ad luck on yo '  
or somethin ' , or if yo ' owed bills or some thin , o f  de kinds . I t ' s  a s imple thing 
dat chew have , dat everybody keeps in dey own home yo ' kin us e .  

Yo ' take sulphur , salt , spice an ' red peppah , yo ' powder dat up toge ther an ' 
yo ' keep dat e Jest lak if ah wus heah today . Well ,  yo ' expectin ' me tuh b e  back 
an ' yo ' knew ah wus a enemy . Well , somebody who knowed how to do to keep me ' way 
from heah , unders tand , d ey done put chew wis e .  We ll yo ' git  dat an ' have it  
ready , so  when ah leave , yo '  s ee , as ah walk out yo ' sprinkle dat s tuf f right out 
b ehin ' me . Den goe s back an ' git chure b room an ' sweep it out backwards .  Don ' t 
nevah turn yore f ace - sweep it out ba ckward s on out t o  de street . Dat keep ' em  
' way . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1153) , 189 0 : 3 . ] 

2438 . Yo ' git 123  [ or ]  133 Psalms . Ah th ink i t ' s de  133 . An ' yo ' read dat 
1 3  times when yo ' f irs t git up de mawnin ' ,  af tah yo ' say de Lord ' s Prayer or yore 
mornin ' s  prayer . An ' yo ' read dat e An ' d en yo ' take an ' go tuh do ' tuh sweep 
�, three times , "In de Name of de Fa th er , de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t ,  let me rule 
dis day . "  

(Th at keeps the law away . )  
[Numerology , as trology and o ther uns cienti fic ideas having inf luenced hoodoo , 

I wou ld s ay this is surely Psalm 133 , an odd numb er compos ed of  numerals 1 - 3 -
13 - 3 3  - 133 ; and b ackwards 31 - 331 ; and by addition 1+3+3=7 ;  and by addit ion 
and sub traction 3+3- 1=5 ; and by addition and division 1+3+13+33+133=183+3=6 1 ;  and 
by mUltip lication lx3x3=9 , also 13x3=39 ; and ad inf initum . ] [ Memphis , T enn . , 
( 1549 ) , 2814 : 5 . 1  

243 9 . If dey wanted tuh take roomers an ' all 1ak that an ' bus ines s wus kinda 
dull , an ' take an ' git whut is known - dere ' s  a powd er dey call i t  Good tuck 
Powder. Take it  an ' use that powder - take an ' use that with s ome of the dust 
that is swept out a de house .  S ays dey go an ' git that dust that ' s  swept outa de 
house - lak dey go to de end of the walk when d ey sweep back , dey git  that an ' 
when they git  it there , dey take [ and ] work it  together an ' sprinkle it  about de 
hous e .  An ' they burn incense wi th that . An ' that would draw his customers . 
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[ Faye tt evi lle , N.  Car . , ( 1412) , 2539 : 4 . ] 
2440 . Ah ' ll git me some powder , luck powder - dat brown luck powder , call fo ' 

brown luck powder , an ' ah ' ll fix mah do ' ,  mah do ' s i11 . Den ever ' thing wi ll b e  
a l l  right , ever ' thing will turn in yore way . 

BROWN LUCK POWDER (You mean the customer s  will come in? ) 
Yeah . [Brown luck powder is like the us e of brown sugar and 

brown paper ; see lat ter two in Index . ] [Algier s , La . , ( 159 3 ) , 299 4 : 2 . ] 
2441 . ("Get me s ome oil of  clover . I I  And then what? )  
Then I would get me some business powder . And if I know the law ' s  name - he 

is the only one that would understand my bus ines s , see - I would take me a piece 
of paper , under s tand that , and I would write his name down nine 

BUSINESS POWDER t imes , s ee and I would fold it , you know .  And a fter I fo ld i t  
and I would take it  and I would take m e  a lamp . I f  I had 

electric light in my plac e , I would get me a li tt le lamp at the Ten-Cent S tore 
and I would put it in that lamp - put his name in tha t lamp and I would burn it . 
That would keep him away f rom me . 

That business powder , I would put all that tog ether and fold it  up , you know , 
and take me some little piec e  of f lannel and s tick that in my lamp in a s ecret 
corner , see , and burn my lamp on it . 

(Well , now , would you put thi s li ttle package inside the lamp? ) 
In where you put the coal oil in the lamp and drop it down there , but I have 

it sewed up , unders tand s o  it  could not get out . 
(The name , this oil of c lover and this business powder [ three ingr edients ] 

I se e . ) [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 853) , 1345 : 1 . ] 
2 44 2 . Well , dey do dat wit herb s . Dere ' s  a lit tle herb dey call buttonroot , 

grows j es t  about dat high t . 
(Two inches high? ) 
Yeah , an ' yo ' take de but tonroot and yo ' plant it in a tub . Yo ' place it on 

what ever you got in front in de yard .  I f  yo ' got a buttress yo ' p lace de button
root ovah there . Gits yo ' a red ros e  and yo ' place it over heah -

BUTTONROOT you know , j is '  ozit [ opposite ]  with that buttonroot . And then ear ly 
in de morning yo ' takes s ome s alt and throw out between thes e two 

individua l things , dis ros e and dis roo t  ovah heah , and then a fter you have done 
that yo '  go back into the house and any thing made of s ilver , that chew burn , an ' 
that o f ficer won ' t  come . 

( I f  you are bootlegging or any thing of  that s ort? ) 
Yeah . [J acks onville , Fla . , ( 5 88) , 7 54 : 7 . ] 
2443 . Now buzzard f eathers is d e  lucki es t kind of f eathers - dat ' s  some thing 

dat ' s  very prosperous to a pers on tuh do , j es t  to burn de bu zzard f eather s . Git 
a buzz ard , or ei ther he kin burn de who le buzzard i f  he could , fo ' 

BUZZARD luck . 
(Where would he burn that ? )  

He kin burn i t  - if i t ' s  in a b us ines s place , he could j es t  burn i t  late a t  nigh t 
in some kind o f  a pan or somethin ' , j es t  de  feather s . I f  he had a p lace where he 
could burn de whole buzzard - if it b e  in a heater or somethin ' he could burn it 
dere . But it don ' t make any dif f ' rent , j es '  s ince he burn it around hi s dwelling 
place or b us ines s - place o f  bus ines s . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1086) , 1755 : 8 . ]  

2444 . Go out in de woods some place out of town wh ere yo ' kin kill you a 
buz zard , an ' git de buz zard feather s an ' bring ' em back an ' burn ' em . An ' take 
dem buz zard feathers an ' sulphur , saltpeter , alum an ' cologne , j es t  any kind of 
cologne , common perfume yo ' know , an ' burn dat in yore fireplace j es t  lak dat 
wood done burning der e .  

[ Informant refers to f ire in f ireplace - for cold damp weather at Waycross , 
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see in Introduct ion my comments to Telediphone at the time of collect ing . ]  
An '  yo ' take dat , after i t ' s  b urned - dem feathers in de ashes an ' yo ' j es t 

throw it  all round yore hous e , f ront an ' back , an ' yo ' git  j es t  as many cus tomers 
as yo ' wanta git or more . [Waycros s ,  G a . , (1135) , 1 844 : 10 . ] 

2445 . [Two inf ormant s now t ell a similar s tory about the same p ers on .  I have 
a numb er o f  thes e s tories told by two dif ferent persons - Nos . 73-7 4 ,  pp . 30-3l , 
and Nos . 1259-1269 , p . 440 . ] 

[ Firs t  version of Lizzie Smith s tory : ]  
Ole lady Lizzie Smith she run a roomin ' hous e an ' she tole me tuh git  her a 

dead buz zard , she ' d  give me 50¢ f o '  i t . 
Ah s ays , "Whut chew g on ' a  do wit de buzzard ? "  Ah says , "Ah go tta git some

body tuh kill ' im or somepin . "  
[ She] s ays , "Well , yo ' look up one . "  
Ah went fishing dat same day - nex t day [ day af ter ]  she tole me . Next  day ah 

found one on de trus tle [ r ailroad tr es t l e ]  down heah ab out a mile and a half from 
heah - a dead buzzard , yeah , under de trus tle , not on i t , yeah . Ah reckon he 
mus ta s truck his self wit de [ telegraph ] wire . Ah fetched de ole buz zard to her 
an ' she says , "Now , Cal , "  she says , "yo ' talk about a place bein ' full , "  she 
says , "ah ' m  gon ' a  full up mah rooms . "  

Ah s ays , "In whut way ? "  
[ She) says ,  "Ah ' m  gon ' a  burn thes e buzzard feathers in kerosene , "  says , "ah 'm 

gon ' a pull ' em , ever one of fa de  buzzard an ' set  keros ene on  ' em at  night , "  an ' 
s ays , "ah ' 11 git plenty roomers . "  

An '  ah se e  - she d idn' t stay s o  fah from me - ah s ee she shore did full up her 
hous e wit dem buzzard f eathers - de long f eather s . She didn ' t want de lit t le ole 
feathers - dat ' s de long ones of f a  de buzzard ' s  wing . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1120) , 
179 8 : 1 . ] 

[ SeQond version of Liz zie Smi th story . ]  
A lady now about ten years [ ago ] she was running a bo ' din ' hous e .  
(A woman living in your town? ) 
A lady , Lizzie Smi th ,  an ' she didn ' t ' low none o f  us - ah ' d  roomed theah wit 

her - she didn ' t ' low nobody to sweep her hous e an '  sweep de trash out do ' s .  An '  
ever ' Monday night two ' clock - from one tub two a ' clock , she was burnin ' dem 
buzzard feathers . She ' d  give a dollar an ' a half fo ' a buzzard j es t  to gi t  his 
f eathers , an ' she' d burn dem buzzard f eather s an ' brims tone an ' chiy up de li ttle 
sp lint ers an ' tar an ' put in there together an ' burn i t  all ' round under her 
hous e - all ' round her place an ' ever ' whe re like that . An ' she kep t a-p lenty 
roomers . No polices , nobody , never did come there an ' bo ther her . [Waycros s , 

Ga . , ( 1066 ) , 1724 : 10 . ] 
CEDAR - OIL OF 2446 . Use de  oil of cedah an ' us e it  an ' put i t  about chure 

b ody an ' on yore do ' knob where de peop le come back an ' fo ' th 
in , an ' if  that roomah doesn ' t come b ack , if he leaves there , anothah one wi ll 
come back an ' yo ' ll have mo ' success with that one d en yo ' will wit de o thah one . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 3 2 ) , 1513 : 1 . ]  

2447 . Oil of cedar - use it on mah han ' s .  
(In gambling ? ) 

Yessuh . [Memphis , T enn . , (941) , 1523 : 19 . ] 
2448 .  I f you are b ootlegging and want to keep the law away f rom you , they s ay 

they got some - wait , let me s ee the name of this s tuf f .  I f  they don ' t want them 
to come around , th ey got s ome - well , you take wi tch hazel , r ed pepp er 

CHAIR and salt . When th ey be pass ing in front of your door , you know , then you 
throw that out behind them . And after they b een vis iting your house , 

trying to break you up from doing it , and you don ' t  want them there , s ay you take 
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a chair like this [ d emons trates 1 ,  and you turn the chair bot tom up , you know , 
cr os sways of  the door , and put a broom ' cros s that chair .  They ' ll never come to 
your home no more . 

(Jus t turn the chair ups ide down and . )  
And put a broom ' cross i t . 
( Jus t an ordinary broom acros s i t ? )  
Yes s ir , and throw you s om e  red pepp er and s alt b eh ind them and make a wish -

j us t  say , "I  wish they keep agoing and don ' t  never come b ack no more . "  And when 
you throw it you mus tn ' t look at  them an '  they won ' t  never worry you no more . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 7 83) , 108 7 : 6 . ] 

2449 . You kin take a - co ' s e i t  hav e  to b e  a new cha ir and a new nail , and 
nail dat nail up de side o f  de wall and take dat chair and turn it nine times 
from you and hang it . 

[ This is the orig inal s tatement . By ques ti oning I learn something more . ]  
(How do you take the chair ? Do you lif t  i t  up or what ? )  
[ Do you lif t i t  up and hang it on the nai l ,  I meant ; but to avoid a leading 

ques tion I had to b e  indef init e .  1 
No , sir , t ake an ' turn i t around like dis [ d emons trates } .  
(Oh , you whir l i t around nine t imes on one leg , b ut you s ay you whirl i t  away 

from you . And then you hang this chair up on the nail on the wall . And what 
does that do then? ) 

They won ' t nevah come b ack - anybody you don ' t want tub yore hous e won ' t nevah 
b e  b ack there no more . 

(Well , how do you know that i t migh t no t keep other peop le away ? )  
No , s ee ,  i t  won ' t keep nobody away but them b ecaus e you be done calls his 

name . 
----(When do you call the name? ) 

You calls de  name when yo ' turning that chair roun ' nine times .  
(Do you call his name once? ) 
Nine . times . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 666) , 8 7 7 : 7 . }  
2450 . S aid yo ' could take a aig from a b lack hen an ' j es '  p eck a hole in it 

an ' run de s tuff out of de aig , an ' dry de sh ell or either pound it - cook it an ' \ 
pound i t  up an '  wear hit in yore p ocke t , in yore left  pocket . Said dat 

CHICKEN would give yo '  luck in business .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1162) , 19 38 : 2 . ] 
245 1 .  What you kin do t o  keep i t  there . You kin take a b lack hen 

eggshell - b lack hen , no other hen now , th is a b lack hen . You take the shell , 
that wh ite  shell , and you put i t  in your oven of  de s tove and you ' ll toas t i t  
brown , and you put i t  under your s teps . N o  one knows that but you . They will 
cir cle around but i t ' s  v ery s eldom they kin come in . S ee , if  they do , they 
can ' t f ind nothing - you ' ll b e  lucky . You ' ll get through i t  all right j us t  as 
long as you keep dem egg sh ells under d e  front of your s t ep s , or if you have no 
s teps , j us t put it under d at doors ill . But it hav e  to be a j et black hen wi th 
no whi t e  f ea thers at all . 

(That ' s  if the of ficers ar e trying t o  g et something on you? ) 
Yes . 
(What was that ? )  
[My ques tion shows I had turned off machine and now want informant to r ep ea t  

the los t word s .  This si tuation will b e  found many t imes i n  the text . }  
I said , if you was in bad luck and couldn ' t pay d e  collectors - you haven ' t  

got no money f or to  pay de collectors ,  but you say , "Well , I ' ll pay the week Zy 
man some way . Wait till I g et some money . "  Well , you put ' em on back , he wasn ' t  
worrying you . 

(You us e these same eggshell s for that ? )  
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Yes . 
And didn ' t have no front , you keep ' em  in your oven . 
(Keep them right in the oven? ) 

Y eah , keep ' em  right in your oven . 
( I f  you are living upstai rs ? )  
Yeah - keep ' em  righ t  in your oven . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (431) , 38 6 : 6 . ] 
2 45 2 .  Yo '  kin g o  git a friz zled hen aig [see marg in-title Doator Frizz ly , 

p . 59f . ] , git  chew a p enny , take i t  in yore han ' an ' ho1 ' i t  t ight till yo ' git  to  
a cross road an ' throw it ovah yore shoulder an ' don ' t look b ack . Jes ' don ' t come 
b ack d at way - go on roun ' an ' yo ' come back.  Den yo ' have luck . 

(Wi th a frizzled hen egg - that ' s  to re tain your luck . That is  i f you want to 
b ring in cus tomers to buy f rom you . Fo r b ootlegging or any thing like that . )  
[.Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 136 7 ) , 2420 : 2 . ]  

2453 . I f  yo ' want good luck in yore hous e , if yo ' runnin ' a beer house or 
likker house or gamblin ' house or poker game house or 1ak dat , an ' yo ' want de 
boys tuh come an ' de law stay b ehin ' , wanta bring ' em  in dere tuh leave dere 
money in dat hous e ,  you takes three hen aigs an ' throw ' em  up on top an ' hit de 
roof of de  hous e , smash ' em  an ' let ' em b us t  up dere . Yo ' t ake two o f  ' em an ' 
let ' em  bust top de hous e . Den yo ' take de o thah one an ' 1ak dat one is dey do ' 
an ' yo ' carry dat one in yo ' han ' s  dere an ' s tan ' o f f  heah fo ' or five step s , an ' 
break dat one on top de do ' - j es '  b amm, right up d ere ovah de center of  yo ' do ' ,  
cas t  dat aig 1ak a ball an ' let i t  bus t  d e  aig . 

(Over the door? ) 
Right ovah de  do ' , d e  f ront do ' .  See , bus t  de aig an ' s ee dat aig will run 

down , an ' when she run down don ' t have nobody wip e i t  up - don ' t wipe i t  up or 
nuthin , let i t  s tay dere . An' den dat gives yo '  all de power an ' luck to yo re 
hous e an ' dat room dat chew want . Yeah , dey come in d ere . Yo ' s  de b oss of de 
house an ' has ever ' thing - hit goes yore way ever ' b it o f i t . 

An '  now , when yo ' do dat ever ' time - but chew got ta keep it  up - yo ' mus ' do 
dat on ever ' change of  de moon . But ch ew gotta git fresh hen aigs - don ' t  git de 
cold s torage aigs , git fresh aigs d at de hen j es '  laid 1ak today . Gi t dem fresh 
aigs ,  yo ' know d er e  fresh , use dem aig s 1ak dat . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1433 ) , 
2594 : 2 . ] 

2454 . Yo '  kin take ch icken f ea thers an ' then yo ' kin draw a crowd wi th that , 
too . De way yo ' do that , yo ' take those chicken feathers an ' put ' em  in some 
kinda ins trument [utensi l or ves sel]  an ' yo ' put ' em ou t in de open air . Den yo ' 
git  chew a quant ity of brims tone an ' den yo ' burn i t  an ' hit ' ll br ing yo ' success 
an ' also hit ' ll he ' p  yore business p lac e .  [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 15 56 ) , 2830 : 6 . ] 

2455 . Yo ' take chicken f eather s - yes , yo ' take chicken feathers an ' yo ' put 
sulphur an ' s alt on dis chicken f eather s an ' yo ' us e per fume - Hearts PerfUme , 
yo ' use da t . Dat ' s  all de ' rig ina1 stuff d ey us e ,  an ' yo ' set  dat afire . Yo ' 
s ee yo ' burn dat into yore home in de  middle of de f lo ' . Sometimes i t ' s  good to  
burn it in yore b edroom . Yo ' burn it  mos tly in de room - if a person is  in  bus i
ness or somethin ' ,  yo ' burn it in de room where yo ' handle yore mos t  cus tomers . 
That will bring yo ' in peoples too , chicken feather s - yo ' kin burn chicken 
f eathers . [Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1 116) , 1792 : 8 . ] 

245 6 .  You runnin ' a house or whiskey or any th ing , to keep the law away I 
hear ' d  p eople say you could nail on top the door a chicken bone up wi th s ome 

tacks under the doors i ll .  They s ay tha t  keep law f rom you 
CHICKEN WISHBONE an ' you won ' t have to go to court or nuthin . 

(What sort o f chicken b one? ) 
I t ' s  a li tt le bone right on the backbone-like - j oin on together - whut peop le 
call a luak bone . An' some p eop le said if two p eople b e  r igh t  together an ' break 
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it , the one who had the longes t b one has good luck . 
[While my machine is turned o f f , he says something about tacks . ]  
I hear ' d  that you had to nail thirteen tacks . [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 3 68) , 306 : 1 . ] 
245 7 . Yo ' gi t chew some cinnamon barks an ' yo ' git some sugah an ' yo ' puts i t  

i n  a pot , a b ig large pot of  watah an ' put d a t  o n  an ' leave i t  boil , an ' yo ' take 
dat cinnamon bark an ' dat sugah . Take an ' s tr ain de barks out de 

CINNAMON watah an ' put it in a j ug or bot t le , either one yo ' got , an ' every 
t ime yo ' git r eady tuh scrub , yo ' takes s ome clear watah an ' yo '  put 

dat in dere.  Now , yo ' s crub yore s idewalk , yo ' scrub from de s tree t  back to yore 
do ' , an ' yo ' place of bus iness yo ' scrub from de do ' where de peop le come in back 
to de b ack [ door ] wit clear watah . 

(That ' ll bring in customers ? )  
YASSUH [ empha tically] ,  dat ' ll bring yo ' in cus tomers .  [Algiers , La . ,  ( 15 7 7 ) , 

2904 : 1 . ] 
2458 . You git  you s ome oil o f  clover [ I  mean] oi l o f  cinnamon , and when you 

mop up your house you put that in the water .  
(Both of  them or j us t  one o f  them? ) [ To check the correction . ] 
One of them . 
(What ' s  that? ) 
Oil of c innamon . 
( All right . )  
And you put that in your water when you mop up your hous e , but chew always , 

always b e  sure to have the f loor already c leaned b efore you put dat down . You 
take lye and scrub everything clean , clean f ir s t . And after that dry then you 
get your oil of cinnamon and water and mop all over your hous e ,  and that will 
draw you luck . 

(That will b ring in trade? ) 
That will br ing in trade . [Vicksburg , Mi ss . ,  ( 7 4 3 ) , 10 13 : 2 . ] 
245 9 . Well , you got to g et you s ome - i f  you want to s crub out door , you 

�ean? Something to put at the door? Oi l o f  cinnamon . You get you s ome [ some
thing - this is  mentioned later ] , pour in a clear bucket of wat er . You take 
that bucket of water and set it up there and do like this over i t  and s ay the 
Lord ' s  Pr ayer [demons trates ] .  

(You put your right hand up to your brow . ) 
Yeah , righ t  over the bucket . 
(And look down into the bucket . )  
That ' s  righ t . 
(And th en say the Lord ' s Pr ayer . )  

Yeah .  Then you say - when you f inish you say , "In the Name of the Father" -
look at  me [ this addres sed to me] . 

(Yes . ) 
"Of the Son and o f  the Holy Ghos t . "  
(Make the s ign o f  the cross . ) 
Yes . "Amen ,  for luck and success . "  
(Yes . Now , wai t a minute . You have water in that b ucket .  Wh at else do you 

use in that bucket ? )  
Nothing but the water and the oi l of  cinnamon . 
(Oh , all right . )  
Pour it in there . Th en you pray over i t . And you s ay - the las t  you say ,  "In 

the Name of the Father , the Son and the Ho ly Ghos t ,  for luck and success . "  
(While you make the sign of the cross . )  
Yes . You right at your door like that , you go outside where the people coming 

in at and you bring it in with the broom - j us t  have s omebody washing in with the 
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b room come in wi th it . Th en mop all ar ound ne at wi th it , but always b ring it in 
the doo r - you b ring ing the luck in your door . 

( I  s ee . ) 
Any th ing you hand le , whi ls t hand l ing i t , rub your hand in that oil o f  cinnamon 

when you go to s end i t  of f  to th e p eop l e .  Wh a t  you d o  for d e  peop le [ cus tomer s ] , 
rub it [ oi l  o f  cinnamon] on your hand , i t  coming b ack to you [ in luck and money ] . 
[New O rleans , La . , ( 79 8 ) ,  1114 : 6 . ] 

2460 . I f  you have a bus iness place - this is your b usines s place an ' you 
wan ' a  - now , you git up in the mornin ' , you throw th ree b ucke ts wa ter to the sun
r i s e , In the Name of the Father , the S on an ' the Ho ly Ghos t .  You g i t  cho o s ome 
cinnamon an ' sugah an ' s crub you r p lac e .  Don ' t s crub it out , scrub your trad e 
in ; you don ' t want chore tr ad e to go out , choo want i t t o come in . An ' you have 
all kind s of tr ad e .  [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 7 90 ) , 110 2 : 1 . ] 

2461 . I would g et me some cinnamon and I would g et me some lump sugar and 
g e t  me a sp ic e .  I would go and mix i t  all up tog ether - see , g rind the sp ice up . 
Take that and make a t ea out of it , und er s tand . Then I wou ld t ake that t ea and 
I wo uld spr inkle my hous e ,  and then I would take me some wat er , s ee and I would 
take nine buckets of wa ter and I would s crub my hous e . But I wou ld take the 
wat er and not throw i t  out the d oor but in the door t oward my hous e . Then I 
would s c rub that and I would take a f t er I scrub my hous e ,  I would t ake and 
sprinkl e me s ome s ugar , s ee ,  brown s ug ar made out of pure syrup , and spr inkle it 
at the b ed . Well that for luck.  That wi ll br ing you s omeb ody - a tenant t o  rent 
your hous e . [New Or leans , La . ,  (853) , 1344 : 3 . ]  

2462 . Hav e  John de Conker root and you chew i t .  They got s tu f f  to throw by 
the name o f  oi l of c lover . 

( O i l  o f  clover ? ) 
CLOVER - OIL OF Yeah , oil o f  c lover - i t ' s  a green- looking oi l .  

(And how wou ld they throw that ? ) 
We ll , they throws tha t  around the place . 

(This p l ace of business . )  
For luck , yes . , 
(Jus t f or luck . And that ' ll keep the law away? )  

Y es , for luck and for prot ect i on agains t  the law . 
(I s ee .  And you have to ch ew th at John de Conker root the same t ime? ) 

Y eah , they ch ews it all the t ime .  That root , many p eop le think i t  t ob acco 
[ you are chewing ] lo ts of t imes . [New Or le ans , La . ,  9 7 82) , 10 84 : 1 . ] 

2463 . Ah heard ' em  say dat tuh ke ep de law away , yo ' g i t  chew s ome John de 
Conker root an ' yo ' git chew a piece o f  lodes tone , an ' gi t chew a bott le of oil 
o f  c lover an ' wet tha t lodestone in i t , an ' dis heah snaker oo t . Yo ' git h i t  an ' 
John de Conker , dat ' s  two root s .  Dat John de Conker , yo ' chews hit , an ' d en yo '  
g i t  a p i ece an ' put it in s ome whiskey with thi s  little piece of lod es tone . An ' 
when yo ' mops yor e plac e out in d e  mawnin ' , yo ' mops with a li t t le o f  da t in de 
wat ah , an ' da t  will keep 'em all away an ' dey won ' t bother yo ' .  If dey come in 
d ey won ' t bo the r yo ' an ' won ' t  ' r es t  yo ' . 

( You chew the John de Conker root ? )  
Yes , when dey come in - when dey go out , spit b eh in ' dem o 
(Do you put any root in this wat er that you us e? ) 

Yes suh - what yo ' us e ,  dat John de Conker , s ame root in de wa tah . [Memphis , 
T enn . , ( 15 23 ) , 2 7 18 : 1 . ] 

2464 . You go to the d rug s to re and you get s ome c innamon and s ome oil o f  
clover , and you g e t  s ome o f  th is y ere s teeZ dust and lodes tone and you mix that 
tog ether , and take some p ars l ey and boil it down , and you mix that [ all these ] 
together and then you put th at down and you spr inkle it al l over your hous e  - in 
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the f our corner s  of your hous e ,  you s e e .  Sweep in inwards , don ' t  sweep i t  out ; 
swe ep i t  inwa rd s and then s omeone wi l l  ren t the hous e .  [New Or leans , La . ,  (859 ) , 
1365 : 9 . ]  

2465 . Wel l ,  yo '  take c loves , de spice , an ' salt an ' burn i t  altogether up 
into a powd er , under s tand , an ' spr inkle it in de co rner o f  de store wher e dey go , 

to de f o ' corners o f  de store , fo ' nine morning s . 
CLOVES (Well , you said that you took a shoe , didn ' t  you ? ) 

No , de sho e  yo ' know goes wit dat powder whut chew b urn , yo ' s ee about 
runnin ' de people ' way f rom yo ' . 

(Th is las t thing is to b r ing in cus tomers . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 110 2 ) , 1776 : 13 . ] 
246 6 .  Git a cod f ish an ' bo il it . G it chew co dfish an ' sugah - cod fish , 

cinnamon , sugah , b luein ' an ' van-van . Well , yo ' b o i l  yore codfi sh f ir s t an ' 

CODFISH 
yo ' take yore watah an ' yo ' scrub wit chure watah . Yo ' put a l l  yore 
fixin ' s in d er e  an ' s crub wit chure watah an ' yo ' take yor e cod fish 
an ' pu t it up in a bag or s am ethin ' an ' hang it up in d e  p lace wher e 

nob ody won ' t not ice it so much - b ut back . Y o ' know dis is de front do ' an ' hang 
[ it near ]  an ' dat ' l l draw cus tomers - any kind a bus ines s . [Alg iers , La . , ( 1584 ) , 
2954 : 1 2 . ] 

2467 . Take codf ish - you know cod f ish , and boil it and s tr ain the water o ff , 
s ee . And you can put sugar and van- van and o il of geranium and fas t Zuak - pu t  
tho s e  thr ee i n  ther e and same sugar and you can use oil o f  c innamon . And put 
that in a b ot t le and shake it up and j us t  sprinkle it af ter you get it s c rubbed 
out good with ammonia wa ter . Jus t sprinkle i t  from the front to the back . 
That ' ll draw a crowd to spend money - and all with you . 

( If you are a boo t l egger . )  [ New Or leans , La . , ( 85 7 ) , 1364 : 5 . ] 
2 46 8 . Wher e people go in , you know , to s e e  each other - b oo t legging o r  s ome

thing like tha t . That what chew talking ab out ?  

DARBY ' S  FLUID 
( That ' s  right . )  
Bus iness like that . 
mos t ly in the S outh . 

(What does it look like ? )  

We ll , now this i s  someth ing that is s o ld 
Did you ever hear of Da rby ' s  f luid ? 

I t ' s  biue - looks like garment b lueing . I t ' s  s ome thing that is a lmo s t  th e 
s ame as , you might say , Zonite or - what is th i s  other s tuff we us e ,  i t ' s  kind 
of like a dis inf ectant . 

You get thi s  f luid - it looks like b lueing but it ' s a f luid . Well , you mix a 
tablespoonful to a gallon of wat er . After you have mopped your f loor s , dey 
usually take ab out a quar t of urine . S ay now , if you dPessed your hous e  on a 
Monday and Fridays , you put a quar t o f  this urine into th is water . See . And you 
d rop n ine drops of oil of cinnamon in thi s  wat er and when you dPess your house 
you s tart at the door and never swe ep  out the door , b ecause o f  th e s ill of the 
door coming in you s ee . Jus t get a mop j us t  for that purpo se and don ' t us e it 
for anything els e .  Put a half cup of s ug ar i n  d is and get i t  well dissolved in 
thi s  same wat er and you j us t  mop your house from de front c lean on back to th e 
b ack . And when you h ave done that and i t  i s  well dried , you wanta b e  careful 
dOn't le t anyone to come in your hous e b efore that time and you wanta do th at 
b e fo r e  s ix ' clock in morning . At s ix ' clo ck you get de contents o f  a f ive- cent 
box o f  sulphu r . Mix a t eacup of sugar in dis sulphur and measure it out in 
exact ly how many rooms you have . S ay now , you mi ght have five rooms or you 
might have s even . You d ivid e this a s  near equal as p o s s ib le with th is sugar an '  
su lphur . You put i t  on a little tin pan . You don ' t have to buy a pan , you can 
g e t  the top o f  a t in bucket o f  some kind - j us t  s ince i t ' s c le ar and b righ t . An '  
pu t a little o f  th at - j es t  the same a s  you would a cand le - s t ick i t  tog ether 
an ' let that b urn , an ' d on ' t open your hous e up until this have burned . Befo ' 
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three hours time your house will be so cr owded you can ' t hardly s tay in it your
se l f .  

Now ,  tha t is  a fact , too . 
(You make as  many piles as you have rooms . )  
That ' s  r igh t .  Now that is one thing I can sub s tantiate . 
I t ell you how I know ab out that . 
[During a paus e she to ld me she had formerly lived in Cincinnati . I said I 

also had once lived there . ]  
I us ed to live righ t down from Mound Str eet across from da t undertaker - had 

dat big house at 714 and times were very good at that time and peop le were paying 
pretty good money for rent . But it seems that - I had nice rooms and all ,  but i t  
was j us t  so hard fo r m e  t o  get people to come in and pay me .  They would come in 
and pay the first , or they would come in and give me half of it and s ay , "Well , 
I ' m s orry but I haven ' t  got it all . "  Well , ah wouldn ' t  want to put them out ,  you 
know . So I was t elling a friend of mine ab out it • .  

She said , "Well , I wi ll come down and see what I kin do for you . "  She c ame 
down and fixed my house up like that - burned de s tuff in de house ,  and she told 
me to do that every Monday and Friday . Aft er that I j us t  had so much trad e .  I 
tried it several times since then in dif ferent places and I found it  to be  true . 
I t  wi ll ab solutely do tha t  - I found it  to b e  a fact . [Mobi le , Ala . , ( 650) , 
868 : 4 .  ] 

2469 . Yo ' s  sellin ' likker - bootleggin ' dey call i t , us ed tuh call it b oot
legg in ' . Now ,  yo ' go tuh work ovah heah an ' git chew herbs an ' yore stuff whu t 

chew want f rom a certain person - anybody ' s [ anybody who is ] 
DE OLE �N IS DEAD makin ' dis . Well , he tell yo ' tub go out dere tuh de fo ' ks 

of de road or somethin ' lak dat e Be  sur e  an ' try tuh git 
chew one , under stand , dat ' s  leadin ' down by yore hous e - de fo ' ks o f  de road . 
An '  be shure , understan ' dat chew git yo ' in yore hous e , make no dif f ' rence i f  
i t s  a mark in d e  hous e .  All right , git to de fo ' ks o f  de road , an '  yo '  know da t 
mark ah make lak dat - go dere an ' dig yo ' a hole right in d e  fo ' ks of de ro ad 
an ' b ury dis in de fo ' k  o f  dat road . 

(Bury what? ) 
[ I  mus t ask th is ques tion before I forget i t , but I interrupt h im .  H e  will 

answer later . ] 
Now if de  sheriff ' s  - de deputy sheriff or policeman , an ' ev ' ry time dey ' s 

comin ' dere tub yore hous e an ' dey ' s  gon ' a  ketch yo '  - yo '  see , dey gon ' a  set  a 
trap an ' dey ke tch yo ' . Af ter yo ' go up dere to dis road to de fo ' k  an ' do dat , 
yo ' understan ' , an ' dey come down - yo ' s ee ,  yo ' knows which way dey comin ' , 
dat ' s  why yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road - dey ' ll drive ovah i t , see . An '  when 
dey drive ovah it , stid [ ins tead of ] yo '  house ,  [ they go to ] somebody else . S tid 
dey gwine to yore house s tart worryin ' yo ' ,  den dey drive ovah it lak dat dere , 
right straight up de road dey goin ' , or right down de road dey goin ' an ' ain ' t  
stoppin '  take time tuh look at yore house . 

(What will you bury in that hole? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' go tub work an ' git some - yo ' kin take a piece of  b lues tone - yo ' 

know whut dat is - a piece of bluestone an'  gits yo ' den a roo t  dey call devi l ' s
shoestring , an ' take one dem dey call High John de Conker. Put dem in dere an ' 
den whut chew wanta do , make it stronger ,  go tub de wood s an ' f ind yo ' snake 
sh ed .  Git chew a snake shed an ' put dat in wit it - put it down in dere wit all 
dat together . An '  dere ' s  a root grows dere right at de edge of de forest ,  has a 
great big f lower on it , wi t a mane hang down lak dat , j es '  lak a man mus tache • • •  
call it De o Ze man is daid - De o Ze man is daid . Hit j es '  lak it . Yo ' go git 
chew a root offa dat tr ee . Ain ' t ever 'body kin find dat , dey s ee it but don ' t  
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know whut ' t is , an ' �u t dat down dere - de roo t o f fen De o Ze man is daid. De 
root of f hit is de one go t t a  do de work .  An ' yo ' pu t  dat down in dere , und er
s t and , an ' cov er dat down in dere . Den yore s a fe , yore safe . [ Fay et t evi lle , N . 
Car . , ( 1 4 3 3 ) , 25 94 : 4 . ] 

2 4 7 0 . L ike thi s-a one wanta bring in cus t omers . Yo ' ll t ake you de devi l ' s
shoe s t ring an ' yo ' take that devil-shoe s tring an ' y o ' g i t  chew d is he ah g reen 

mis t letoe . Yo ' pu t dat togethah an ' yo ' bury dat down a t  
DEVIL ' S-SHOE STRING yore s t o ' do ' an ' everyone comes in dere . Only d e one whut 

come in [ if only one comes in ] ,  h e ' ll care de news an ' em
b r ace yore bus ines s .  We ll , dat ' ll dr aw .  Th ey s ay everybody wi ll come to them . 
Yo ' can ' t wai t on yore cus toments [ cust omers ] so I und ers tand about da t , caus e 
yo ' have plenty t rad e through dat b us ines s if y o ' pu t  d at shoest ring , devi l ' s
shoes tring and dat mis t letoe undah yore do ' s t ep 9 f  yore bus ines s . Bury i t  down 
dere at leas t twelve inch es in d e  ground an ' a l l  da t pas s ovah dere will b e  good 
luck to yo ' .  [ Waycr o s s , Ga . , ( 1138 ) , 18 53 : 2 . ] 

2 47 1 .  Yo '  kin take devi l ' s-shoestring an ' put it in whiskey , or ei ther 
camphor , an ' rub i t  in yor e hand an ' d at ' l l make yo ' lu cky . 

(Lucky for wh at ? )  
Lucky tuh ren t chur e rooms or any kind o f  bus ines s yo ' in . [ Way cr os s , Ga . , 

( 114 7 ) , 187 0 : 7 . ] 
24 7 2 .  Yo ' know a dir t daub er makes his ne s t  up high . Well , he gits de dirt 

from o f fa de g roun ' dough [ though ] , don' t h e ?  
(What? ) 

DI RT DAUBER He g i t  d e  dirt o f fa de g roun ' - f rom de ea rth . Wel l , den he builds 
his nes t up high . D en , s ay yo ' g i t  dat dirt daub er nest an ' g i t  

yo '  s ome s pice , g rain o f  spi ce an ' b e a t  it u p  an ' poun t i t  a l l  in tog e the r , an ' 
j es t  sp rinkle it al l roun t in yore p lace o f  bus iness an t a ls o  undah de do ' an ' 
yo ' ll gain all de cu s tome rs yo ' want . 

Yo ' kin b urn incens e .  [ Waycros s ,  G a . , ( 1 14 8 ) , 18 7 2 : 9 . ]  
247 3 .  Well , heah whu t yo ' g i t  - black p eppah whu t chew cooks wi t ,  whut ch ew 

ea ts wi t .  Yo ' ll g i t  d ir t  daub er ne s t  out d e  roof d e  hous e , yo ' l l g i t  a li t t le 
b it of dirt f rom under yore s t eps , an ' yo ' ll mix dat an ' physic 

DOORSTEP DUST saZts.  I t ' s  a diff ' rent one dem s al t s  though from Epsom , b ut den 
ah kin tel l yo ' fur as ah know de salt s . Ah don ' t know - yo ' 

cain ' t  keep up wit de name of ' em , bu t der e ' s  some s a l t s  dey keep righ t heah in 
de Kres s Ten-Cent S to ' in b ags . An ' yo ' ll take s ome o f  dat salts an ' yo ' ll t ake 
da t dir t d aub er nes t an ' yo ' ll - now , yo ' lis t en j es '  whut ah s ay now - an ' yo ' ll 
take a IiI piece o f  b lues tone , j es '  a IiI p i ece an ' yo ' ll mash all of dat as a 
powders . S ee , dirt daub er nes t  an ' b lack p eppah , an ' yo ' ll put them together , 
yo '  s ee ,  wi t dat li t t le dirt from undah yore s t ep s , an ' y o ' ll mash ' em  together 
an t make a powders o f  dat e An ' al l yo ' have to do is j es t  sp rinkle i t anywh er e  
roun ' yo re home an ' i t  wi ll d raw dem o 

(That ' ll draw trad e? ) 
Ah mean he go t t a  c ome - ah done prove dat e [ Sum t er , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 8 2 ) , 2 4 5 6 : 1 . ] 
247 4 .  (Wha t  was tha t ? ) 
I know what I us ed to keep ' em  away f rom my hous e .  You ever saw any popgun 

e Zder ? You ' v e heard talk of tha t ?  
(Popgun e Zder? ) 

ELDER Yes . 
(Yes . )  

You g o  in your place - if th er e ' s f our way s to come to your p lace , you r house , 
or i t ' s  f ive or i t  ain ' t bu t three ways that i t ' s  poss ible that anybody can get 
there , you g e t  you s ome popgun e Zder .  And you cu t i t  f ive inches long , and then 
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y�u cu t in i t  f ive no t ches on that popgun e lder a half an inch ap art . 
(On each s t i ck? ) 
On each s t i ck ,  and you shar p en i t  on the end that g oes in the ground . 
(Make a p eg of it ? )  
Yes ,  sir . You take a p iec e of John de Conker root . 
(Y ou take a p iec e o f  John de Conker ? )  

Ye s ,  sir . 
(All r igh t . )  

You take a piece o f  John de Conker and you make you another peg and make a 
ho le for ea ch one of these pegs in the p athway - say 50 or 7 5  f eet f rom your 
hous e ,  or mayb e les s ,  and you put s  John de Conker in ther e f ir s t  and you drive 
your p eg in on it down in th e ground where nobody can ' t  see i t . The other p eg s  
a l l  th e same way , b u t  if i t ' s  f our , the s ame way and turn a l l  the not ches nor th . 

(Turn all thes e no tches on the s t ick north . )  
North - turn ' em a l l  no rth , [ the no tches ] in them s t icks wh er ever you drive 

' em  and th e law ain ' t coming in there over th em s t i cks . He ain ' t coming . Don ' t  
skin that popgun e lder - let the skin s tay on ther e ,  you s ee .  You j us t  cu t them 
not ches and t rim i t  a t  the bot tom , cut it o f f  s quare at the top and d rive i t  in 
thes e holes on top of this John de Conker , and the law ain ' t  coming there . And 
that - i t ' ll draw cus tomers ,  but they ' ll come all roads , from all roads . 

And the law will pas s there . But I ' ve tried thi s . I ' ve experienced th at my
self f or nine long month s a nd I never was b othered wi th the law . And the folks 
was p i ty ing me all the time tha t  I ha d whi skey and tha t I wa s there , b ut I n ev er 
wa s wo rried ab ou t i t . _ 

The law me t me , and I was s tanding out on th e s t ree t , you know , and he s ays ,  
"Howarey a? They tell you are selling Whi skey ? " Told him , "No , sir . You knows 
well what I got in my - I wi sh I knew where s ome was . "  He s ay ,  "I know you are 
lying . Hell , a nigger a lway s lie s . "  He was talking ab out the f ellow that told 
me [him ] . I know who told him .  And I never was bo thered with him .  

(And h e  was s t anding her e on one of these peg s at th e t ime . )  
[ I  am no t suggest ing any thing to the informant . Whi le machine was turned of f 

h e add ed this detail . See Introduc tion . ]  
Jus t over it - j us t  over d e  p eg . He j us t  drove up in his car and s t opp ed . [ I 

have known the e lder (Sambuaus canadensis ) s inc e 190 2 , but this is the only t ime 
it ha s b een called popgun e lder . The rea s on for the name is obvi ous . Remove th e 
p ith and you have a b lowgun , add a s trong rubb er band , and a cylindrical wooden 
peg c an be shot a f air d is tanc e . ] [ Vicksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 6 ) , 10 3 4 : 10 . ] 

247 5 .  D o  something to g i t  renter s  for that house .  You know what you do ? 
(No . ) 
All you j us t  go - for that you go to the drug s t ore . You go there and you g et 

you s ome mix tur e .  Now , you j u s t  as k  f or mixture . They going to g iv e  you th e 
mixture for i t . Now , it somethin ' smells like per fume .  I t ' s  c al led 

FAST LUCK fast luck . You g o  there and you g et tha t fas t luck and you b ring it 
ther e , spr inkle it r igh t in f ront o f  th at building . There be p eop le 

ther e - ah don ' t  know - ther e b e  a crowd o f  peop le .  Jus t  as though if you had a 
place that you ' d  already ren t ed  [ and were in bus ines s ] and cou ldn ' t  g et a crowd 
f or it , go there and g et you s ome of that fas t luck and sp rinkle i t . Bu t you 
g o t t a  spr inkle , you got ta know how to walk wi th it . S ee , you spr ink le i t  - walk 
backwards . You don ' t walk f orwards and sprinkle it , you know . S tart ou t at the 
f ront and wa lk backwards . 

( I s e e . That ' ll br ing a . crowd - b r ing a c rowd . )  
Th ere - there even b e  p eople the re that wi ll rent that hous e and look for -

rent in a day . [ New Or leans , La . ,  ( 86 7 ) , 1404 : 10 . ] 
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2 476 . G it chew t wo littl e  files an ' put up o vah yore do ' an ' e v ' ry mornin' 
for nine mornin ' s  sprinkle a little tab le salt an ' sulphur o vah dem , an ' yo 'll 

j es t  have all de cus tomer s yo ' want. 
FILE ( Ho w do you put those files up o ver the door?)  

Put  one dis heah , put one j es '  la k dat [ d emonstrates ] .  
( In the form of an "X" . )  [Cross th em. ] 

In de form of an "X" . [Way cros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 112l) , 1 803 : 2 .  ] 
2 47 7 . Go to de hard ware s to '  and buy yo ' fo ' fi les , fo ' li tt le - t wo little 

round- corner [ rattail ]  files , an '  d en git  che w  t wo three- corner [ three-square] 
files , an ' put dose fo ' fi les together , turn t wo of ' em haid down an ' two of  'em 
points up . Nobody in d e  wor ld kin harm yo ' .  

( I f  anybody comes around t o  your hous e and harms you ? ) 
No sir , can't come round to yore hous e and harm yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (112l) , 

1 80 2 : 10 .  ] 
2 47 8. I li ved with a woman and sh e was selling herself , and sh e to ld me that 

the la w never would come to her hous e ,  and she only go t  her a file and dro ve it  
in  each corner of  her hous e ,  and she said that the law wouldn ' t  come th er e .  

And another t ime when we mo ved in another hous e and she hadn ' t had a chance to 
put thes e f i les up , the la w came in and she told me he ' d  never come back again . 
Sh e s ay , "Baby , get some salt and throw b ehind him and s weep i t  righ t on out . "  
And I went and put some salt b ehind him and then s wep t on ba ck s traight and he 
never came ba ck. And no other law ever came in that hous e all the time she was 
s elling hers elf . � 

(You mean , they put a file in ea ch of the four corners of th� hous e? ) 
Jus t a file .  
( Outside or ins ide?)  
Ins ide - stick ' em  up in de co rner . 
(I  s ee .  What do you do - s t i ck them into the wal l or the floor ?) 
No , in the wall . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 49) , 1019 : 2 . ] 
2 47 9 .  Yo ' wanta ha ve business with whiskey an ' yo' bus ines s n o  g ood with 

whis key . Yo ' ta ke yore toenai ls an ' cut ' em off an ' s crape out from under yore 
f ingernails an ' cut dem of f ,  an ' put dem into a lit t le 

FINGERNAIL - T OENAIL bo ttle or into a li tt le g las s wi t de whis key - ab out dat 
mu ch an ' let it  set three days .  Let it set three days an ' 

then take i t  an ' st rain it out an ' put it int o a ga l lon of whis key . Put it int o 
d at gall on of whis key an ' de firs t  cus t omers come in dere an ' buy , s ell ' em  dat i 
an ' d e  mor e  cus tomers come in , s ell it  to ' em, an ' after whi le yore bus iness will 
be so g reat dat ever ' body b e  f lo ckin ' r ight t o yore bus iness . [ St . Petersburg , 
Fla . , ( 9 9 2 ) , 1601 : 2 . ] 

2 4 80 .  Well,  if he d rinking or any th ing li ke that , you mean? Well , they come 
in - th e man who is drinking - and they ' s  [men cus tomers who drink ar e ]  coming 

in . Y ou al ways ha ve something to eat in your hous e . Y ou keep a fish in 
FI SH your hous e - you always will keep wat er , clear water . You always will be  

su ccessful and lu cky and y ou - you chang e water with your fish , y ou kn ow .  
Well , you keep y our fish there . He will s wim around , y ou s ee .  Wel l , there b e  
somebody a l ways coming in - going and coming out your hous e .  Keep a fi sh caus e  
he's luc ky and succes s ful. [ "Goldfish in the house are lucky say some ; unlu cky 
say others"  - FACI , 2ed . , No . 1539 , p . 6l . J [New Or leans , La . , ( 826a) , 1213 : 1 . ]  

2 481 . Get you some mackerel brine - what I mean i s ma ckerel brine off a 
ma cker el fish . Y ou ta ke that brine - you g ot ta buy i t , ab out f if teen or twenty 
cents wor th - you ta ke that brine and get y ou a bucket of wat er and put you some 
sugar and pulveri zed cinnamon in there and sprinkle it j us t  as f er as your place 
ext ends ; and what e ver you got , you wi ll sell out what  you g ot .  That ma cker el 
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brine , cinnamon and sugar in th at wat er . 
(That ' s f or bootlegging ? )  

Any kind of bus ines s you ' re in you needn ' t a-wo rry .  "[New Or leans , La . ,  (855 ) , 
1350 : 1 . ] 

248 2 . As good a way as any if yo ' was selling s omething - j es '  lak a f e l lah 
da t wus s ellin ' s ome moonshine or s omep in an ' he wanted to g i t  in trad e . Well , 

now ah h eared dat ch ew could s it down an ' take yor e  foot , we t i t , 
FOOT SKIN s c rape it an ' all da t d ead s kin on i t . S o ak it [ s crap ed s kin ] in 

whiskey or soak it in s ome wa ter , ei ther one . Anoint de wh is key wit 
it an '  dat would draw cus tomers to you . [Dead f oo t  s kin in food or drink is also 
us ed in love ri tes . ]  [ Way cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1112) , 1785 : 5 . ] 

248 3 .  Ah wanta t el l  yo ' now , ah run a bo l d in ' hous e once f o ' a o l e  lady dat 
s tayed dere , an ' sh e  wen t  to d e  fo ' ks of de ro ad an ' got de dirt outa de midd le 

of de road - don ' t  chew und er s t and m e . Den she took some 
FORK-OF-ROAD DIRT b lues tone an ' saltpeter an ' brims tone - gi t i t  all at de drug 

s to ' an ' then she takes them an ' beats it up fine an ' puts it 
into that pot an ' some sp lint ers ovah i t . 

(What p o t ? ) 
To a sma l l  p o t  whu t ' ll hold ' b out two or thr e e  quar t s . 
(Of wa ter ? ) 

Yes . No , no - o f  de s and , don ' t chew unders tand fr om out d e  middle of de 
road . Yeah , d e  s and is under de b o ttom o f  dis h eah , under d e  b o ttom o f  des e  
sp linters an ' d is heah stuf f whu t she spr inkles ovah dat , an ' den s h e  p o ' s  a 
little keros en e  ovah dat an ' burns it about thr ee a ' clock in d e  mornin ' b e f o ' 
d ay .  That is to g it room er s in her hous e .  Yeah , da t has come from d e  f o l ks o f  
d e  r oad . 

(Sh e would put th is d ir t  in th e p ot an ' then s he mixes th is o ther s tu f f  with 
that dirt . )  

That ' s  it - de saltpeter , b lue stone an ' b r im s tone . 
( S o that I und er stand p er f e c t ly what it is ab ou t : sh e b ring s thi s d ir t  b ack 

f rom th e f orks o f  the road , she puts it in this lit tle po t , th en sh e  gets th ese 
various th ing s and puts on top of th is dirt . )  

Beats it al l up tog ether . 
(And puts it on top of the d ir t  in the p ot ; then she li gh ts this s t u f f , th is 

mixture - b urns it . ) 
Yeah - three a ' clock in d e  morning . [ Waycr oss , Ga . , ( 11 20 ) , 179 6 : 9 . ]  

FRIDAY 2484 . To pay a b il l  on Friday g ives yo ' b ad lu ck.  
(How d o es that give you b ad luck? ) 

Wal , sinc e  i t ' s  a business propos ition - d ey s ay it ' s  no t good luck to put out 
money on 'Fridays lak dat , to pay up d eb t s  on Friday s . Always pay yo ' deb t s  on 
Mondays an '  Satur days . J es t  lak if yo '  owe a b i l l , yo ' und er stand , dey s ay it 
pu t chew in hard luck t o  pay it on Fr iday . [ S t . P e t er sburg , Fla . , ( 10 12) , 
1638 : 4 . ] 

2485 . Wai t unt il the f ir s t Friday of the month - the f irs t Fr iday of each 
month - you get you s ome c innamon and s ug ar and g et you s ome lye water .  

(Wha t kind o f wat er ? ) 
Lye wat er - pur ely lye . 
( Li ke conc entrat ed lye? ) 
Concentrated lye ,  and sc rub that hous e . And in th e f our corners of th is hous e 

aft er you have s crubbed i t , you s et that hous e aburning in the four corner s of 
that house , you s ee . Set some sugar and cinnamon , mix i t  and ligh t  it , and I ' ll 
guarant ee you ' ll r ent your hous e .  

(You really wil l  rent your hous e ? )  
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You ' ll r en t  your hous e . 
(Wh at do you burn in those four corners ? )  
C innamon and sugar . 
(I s e e . Bu t you only scrub with the ly e wat er ? )  

Only scrub with the ly e wat er . 
[One cy linder la � er in answer to my ques t i on ab ou t how a b us in es s  cou ld b ring 

in cus tomers , inf ormant begins to rep eat what had b een s aid ab ou t rent ing a 
hous e - a f ur ther detail b e ing add ed . ] 

(Now , wai t a minu te - if you were boot legg ing now , what are you going to do 
abou t it t o  bring in trad e ? ) 

To br ing in trad e ?  
(Yes . )  
We ll , you s c rub y our hous e - s c rub your p lace o f  bus in es s and af ter you s crub 

i t , you know . 
(Now , wai t  a minu te .  Now , tell me what you told me b efore . )  

Wel l , ev ery f i rst Friday of each month . 
(Every f i r s t  Fr iday of each month ? ) 
O f  each month , yes s ir . 
( Al l  r ight . )  
And then , af ter you s crub y our house every f ir s t  Fr iday o f  each month , see , 

you close it up and put you s om e c innamon and some sugar and mix i t  thoroughly 
and pu t it in e ach corne r of the hous e .  See . And if i t ' s a business p lace , put 
i t  r ight in th e c enter of the f loor . And b urn i t  unt il all o f  i t ' s  b u rned up .  
And then the ,next morning you get up and open the door , and you le t all kind of 
trad e in . You do tha t every f ir s t  Fr iday . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 39 ) , 1 2 62 : 7  and 
1 26 3 : 3 . ] 

248 6 .  Ah run a b o l d in '  house . Ah got o i l  of b ergamine [b er gamot ] ,  oil of 
c innamon , oi l  of rose an '  oil of wintergr een . Ah p o ' i t  in a ten- cent b o t t le an ' 
ah would pu t i t  in as much watah d e  s i ze that ah wus goin ' tuh mop mah house , an ' 

then us e  Ivory Soap ch ip s  or ei thah a b ran ' -new b ar of Ivory 
FRIDAY AND MONDAY S oap hav en ' t  been used anywher es . Ah ' d s t ar t from mah f ront 

s t eps an ' mop s traigh t back to de very b o t t om  s t ep ,  an ' mop 
all ovah mah hou s e  b ack to the back s tep . An '  i t wou ld bring a crowd an ' b r ing 
j is '  what evah yo ' would want f or de purpos e .  An ' ah ' d do that on Mondays an ' 
Fridays ear ly in d e  mawnin ' . 

When ah wan ted men tr ans om [ tr ans ient ] trad e , ah wo uld let a man ur inat e in 
mah wa tah . Gi t enough of i t  tuh mop mah hous e through wi th th at o thah , yo ' s ee -
o i l  of cinnamon an ' oil of r o s e , oil of b ergamine an ' oi l of win terg reen . An '  
ah us ' lly want ed male trad e mo l  den ah d id de fema l e , ah j is t  - ah migh t git a 
young hal f-grown b oy or s omethin ' an ' j is t  let him when ah f ix mah wat ah bucke t , 
h e  u s e  it . 

( Ge t  any male wat er ? ) 
Dat ' s  it . 
( Wel l , what about women cus tomer s ?  What do y ou b r ing them in for? How do you 

d o  that ? )  
Wel l , mos t  times that ' s  whu t  ah worked wi th [men ] . Co r se if yo ' wan ted f emale 

r oomer s , yo ' d  git a woman tuh urin at e  in the wa t ah . [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 9 28) , .  
15 10 : 1 2 . ] 

GARLI C 2487 . Ch ip i t  up. an ' put it in mah s crubbin ' wa tah , make yo ' lucky . 
( This ga r l ic ? ) 

J is '  chip it up an ' put i t  in watah j is '  l ak y o ' would a oni on yo ' s ee .  Don ' t 
let nob ody c ross in dis hous e whare ah done s crubbed unt il it dry out . [Memphis , 
Tenn " ( 9 41 ) , 1 5 2 3 : 18 . ] 
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2488 . You mean bootlegging bus ines s  like tha t - like I us ed to b e  in on Drive 
S tr eet . You ' d take you some gar lic . You ' d  take them garlic and you puts on a 
tub of wat er . You boil that garlic in that tub o f  water and when the water is 
hot you scrub your s teps . Let everybody b e  ab sent but the one that ' s going to 
scrub the p lace and the one that ' s  going t o  �ss it . 

After everybody is out of ther e and this water is real hot t you scrub thi s 
p lace . When you scrub this p lace you put everybody out bu t the one that ' s  going 
to dress it . Then you take you some beer , put you some sugar in that beer , put 
you some c innamon in there , a�d put you some Lucky Heapt drops . If you can ' t  get 
that t you g et this Heart PepjUme , and you take tha t bottle and you go f rom the 
banquett e [ sidewalk in New Or leans ] , thatawaY t and j us t  sprinkle it right up to 
this [ front ) door , and outside in the entry . Lock the door . [New Or leans , La . , 
( 883) , 1454 : 8 . ]  

2489 . You take you s ome brown sugar and cinnamon and you get you some of th is 
here oi l of geranium and you mix that up together and you spr inkle th at all over 

your floor . You take that sugar and go out fr om your place 
GERANIUM - OIL O F  and come into your place sprinkling the sugar and your p lace 

b e packed down with people . How I know th at - I done try 
that at fis h fPies and I pack my plac e down .  Th e other peop le don ' t have any 
with that [with a fish fry ] . [A fis h fry is a meal o f  f ried fish served in a 
private home to the pub lic . A s ign with date , hours and cos t  of th e mea l is 
pos ted on the hous e or adver tis ed by word o f  mouth . ]  [New Or leans t La . ,  (859 ) , 
1366 : 14 . ] 

2490 . [ The preceding fish fpy and the one to follow ar e s eparated by 2 years 
and 709 informants ; the former s tory f rom my first trip to New Or leans ; the 
following story fr�m my second trip : ]  

Us e cinnamon , sugah an ' oi l of g eranium - nine drops of oil of geranium - d e  
sugah an ' de cinnamon mixed together . An ' yo ' puts dat in de fa ' corners - put s 
it - f irs t yo ' come to de do ' an ' yo ' come in wit that , yo ' see . An ' den when 
yo '  git in yo ' puts it in de f a ' corners of de house an ' dat draws yor e people . 
Dat ' s  de way ah used tuh do when ah g ive f ish f ries an ' bring ' em in • • • •  

(Th is is sort of a liquid , then? Or is  i t  a powder ? ) [ She had failed to say 
what was done with the oil of g eranium . ]  

Dat ' s  a liquish - de oil of a-g eranium is a liquish , an ' de s teel dus t ,  well 
dat ' s  dry . An '  de cinnamon , yo ' kin git dat from de drug sto ' , too . I t ' s de  
best from de druggis t  den yo ' g it it f rom de grocery , becaus e de grocery keeps i t  
an ' it ' s weak . But de drug s to ' s is s trong . 

[The oil of geranium would have been us ed in water for scrubb ing ; the s tee l 
dust , a drawing power , would have been sprinkled in the four co rners . ]  [New 
Orle ans , La . ,  ( 15 68) , 2879 : 5 . ]  

2491 . For that you go - you s ee , you go to people for to do that .  They don ' t 
never get you - they won ' t - you ' d  have to pay them for to tell you . Like if I 
want a j ob ,  I go to one of them spipitual peopZe and you go - you gotta scrub . 
You go to the drug store and you get you s ome oil of Geranium . 

(Oil  o f  what ? )  
[ She had said something like gepange according t o  my p enciled no t e  on original 

transcription . S ome of my informants had troub le wi th the word . I did too - it 
being some time before I could be  certain that my orig inal guess was a fact . 
Thank heav ens druggists did not call this subs tance o il of PeZarg onium . ]  

O il of Geranium . You put that in your wat er and you put  you some cinnamon an ' 
sugar an ' you scrub , you s ee ,  an ' then you get you some s teel dust an ' put it in 
the corners of your plac e - that ' s  to draw , that ' s  to draw peop l e .  Steel dus t.  
[New Or leans , La . ,  (821) , 1185 : 5 . ] 
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249 2 . I was in the boot legg ing busines s - cer tainly I kin t ell you more s o 
' b out that . Now , all you do is you ge t you s ome oil o f  geranium , oil of  cinnamon 
and you mix it together , and you get you some sugar and a bucke t of  water and 
b lueing , and when you s tartin ' to sweep - like you sweep , you sweep in always 
from the s treet ,  you sweep in . After that you start to sprinkling that wa ter , 
sprinkle that water coming in the doo r from the s tree t .  You s tart on the s t reet 
and sprinkle right on straigh t in the b ack . You see . But you gotta put a little 
sugar in i t  to keep down the disturb ance , you see . And you ' ll have the crowd . I 
us ed to b e  right round dere on Drive street . I kept the crowd in my place in 
bootlegging times . 

(What did you put the sug ar in for? ) 
The sugar is to keep down troub le - you s ee ,  you kin get  a b ig crowd in your 

p lace but you kin have a lot of disturb ance . You see that sugar is to keep down 
and ever ' body be peaceful . You s ee that ' s  what the sugar ' s  f or .  S ee .  And you 
s crub-like . 

(You scrub when? ) 
L ike on a Frid ay night - that ' s  what I done did on a Friday night . 

[ New Orleans , L a . , (866) , 1400 : 2 . ] 
249 3 . Now , this what you do i f  you want the house rented . You got ta use 

immatePia ls . 
(Immateria ls ? )  
What you call immatePia ls - prob ' bly draw it by yourself - wi th 360 degrees 

of a person ' s  mind to yours el f .  Then , you get what is called fas t luck , [ that ' s ] 

GET TO(JETHER 
NEVER PART 
IMMATERIALS 

No . 1 .  You g et cinnamon , that ' s  2 .  Get oil of c lover . 
(Oil  o f  cloves or clover? ) 
Yes , c lover .  
(Oil of c lover , yes . )  
You get thes e thing s tog ether and you mops f rom front to back -

not f rom back to front , start at the f ront . Get some woman to mop it from front 
to back , the co rners and all round , and then you get you what they call Get 
Together.  I ain ' t got  none o f it with me now . But i t ' s  a powder they call Ge t 
Together and Never Part Powder . 

(Wha t kind ? ) 
Never Part . 
(Never Part Powder. )  
Yes . You take these thing s and you sprinkle al l round that hall . Take the 

[ something ] of the immaterial spiri t ,  like s omeone look like they was ' tracted 
by - more than anywher e e ls e  - by your place o f  bus ines s would be more ' tract ive 
to them than anywher e els e ,  and they come and rent that place . 

(I  se e . ) [ Did I ? ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 3 ) , 1383 : 1 . ] 
2494 . Take sulphur an ' ground g ing er an ' mix it  together an ' put it  in a 

newspapah or any kind o f papah an ' put i t  in a ole  can an ' burn i t  in de middle 
o f  de flo ' , an ' say s  dat will bring luck to yore hous e an ' make yo ' go 

GINGER way ovah yore [ usual number o f  cus tomers ] .  
(That is  to bring cus tomers in to buy f rom you? ) 

Yes . [ Sulphur purif ies ; g ing er gingers - makes lively . ]  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , 
( 14 7 7 ) , 2657 : 15 . ] 

2495 . In bus ines s yo ' kin go an ' take a penny - yo ' take de head of dat penny 
an ' put it down head-down an ' let it s tay dere , an '  t ake d at dirt from round dat 

grave an ' sprinkle it any p lace an ' yor e business wi ll be 
GRAVEYARD DIRT successful . 

I f  yo ' want 
go b ack to d e  same gr ave an ' 

' em  to move out [ to put them out of business ] , yo '  
take that penny an ' put it head-upwards dere , art ' 
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yo ' take some of dat dirt from de left par t  de  foot part of g rave an ' sprinkle 
dat und er those s teps or inside .  Dey ' ll go .  [Wayc ros s ,  Ga . , ( 1076) , 1742 : 4 . ] 

2 49 6 . Yo ' take de infant dirt from de  grave [d irt f rom an infant ' s  grave ] , 
take sulphur , yo ' ll take tab le salt - three th ings . Yo ' ll g it up in de mawnin ' 
at fo ' ' clock ' fore de sun an ' yo ' starts f rom yore front do ' , j es '  1ak if , yo ' 
know , yo '  want plenty - ever ' b ody tuh come in . Wel l , yo ' s tand to de do ' an ' 
throw i t  in de  hous e ,  "In de Name of de Father an ' Name o f  de S on an ' Name o f  de  
Holy Ghos t , ah wants all  de cus tomer s dat  ah kin git . "  An ' yo ' have mo ' peop le 
den yo '  evah able tuh git through with . 

(When you ge t  tha t dirt , you give i t  thi s money ? ) 
Yessuh , always g ive odd pennies . Nevah g ive two or nevah give fo ' - g ive odd . 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1423) , 2 5 6 7 : 6 . ] 
249 7 . Dey take d e  same one foot o f  yore sock .  Git chew - go to a baby ' s  

grav e  an ' take three pieces of white cloth an ' one s ilver dime . Yo ' d ig dis hole 
like dat , an ' wh�n yo ' take d is three pieces of whi te cloth - dat ' s  a baby grav e  
now - three pieces of  white cloth . An ' a silver dime - yo ' pay ing dis baby of f .  
Yo ' unders tand . Yo ' dig a hole about 1ak dat , "In d e  Name o f  de Lord , yo ' take 
care of dis in J esus name . Ah ' m only g ivin ' yo ' dis in Jesus name . "  Yo ' put d em  
three pieces of cloth an ' dat dime d own der e . Befo ' yo ' put dat dere , yo ' git 
out a handful of  dirt . Den yo ' put dat dime an ' dem three pieces of clo th in 
s t rip s - j es '  li ttle s trips - in dere , an ' yo ' cover it  on back ,  an ' yo '  take dis 
with you an ' go on . 

(What do you do with that , then? ) 
Go on an ' fill yore sock with dat an ' one silver dime . Yo ' take i t  an ' -

either corner o f  de house yo '  could put it . Or eith er yo ' could run i t  up und er 
de sill , it ' ll b e  good . 

(What will that do th en? ) 
Ke ep de police  away . 
(Keep the law away . Wel l , why did you put those three pieces of cloth in the 

grave? What was the idea of that? ) 
I t ' s  a baby an ' a baby is in de arm an ' i s  harmles s an ' sinful from de wor ld . 
(I mean what do tho s e  three things repres ent - thos e three piec es of c lo th? ) 
Dese Thr ee are One . 
(Thos e  three pieces of cloth represent the Thr ee Who are One . ) 
Don ' t chew see . [ Brunswick , G a . , ( 1202) , 20 22 : 4 . ] 
249 8 .  Yo ' kin keep d e  law away from de hous e .  Go t o  a co lored cemet ery an ' 

gi t  chew - go where yo ' know dere ' s  three people dat chew know , dat yo ' wus dere 
when dey b uried ' em . Take yo ' fifteen cents an ' yo ' pay each one of ' em nickel 
a piece , yo '  s ee ,  fo ' each person .  But let dis be newly b ur ied - j is t  ye sterday 
or de day b efo ' . An '  git chew ten pounds o f  dat dirt an ' put it in yore bucket 
an ' s et it whe re yo ' sweep yo ' s e1f . Dey won ' t  even come near yore s teps . Dos e 
are sp irits  dat keep ' em  back . Dat dead folks d irt whut wus buried , dey cain ' t 
come ovah i t . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 89 7 ) , 1469 : 5 . ] 

2499 . Yo ' know d e  truth always is r igh t .  We runs - we wus fu1la dem th ings , 
too . Befo ' mah husband died we run de  same thing an ' we run de same years , bu t 
de  lawyers nevah caught us . Well , now ah ' m  goin '  t ell yo '  whut we us e on dat e 
I t was learned to us tuh us e  da t an ' ah used dat e Dat was saltpeter an ' dat 
copp eras , t ab le salt an ' red peppah , an ' we made a powd ers of dat e  An '  a dead 
spirit from de grav eyard to get de dirt - yo ' know , after yo ' done talk to d e  
daid spiri t an ' tell him whut h e  want do . An '  d en mix dat togethah an ' make a 
powdahs , an ' he has aros8ed de road on many a time and d e  law could nevah come 
by our do ' • 

(Well , how did you fix that - I mean what would you do with that after you fix 
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that up? ) 
Yo ' j es '  mash i t  all up f ine . 
(Then what do you do  wi th it? ) 
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Throw i t  in de road - j es '  cposs de road where d ey come ' cross .  J es '  ary road 
dat l ead in to yore house wi th de law , why yo ' put dat ' cross dat r oad - any 
distanc e yo ' wanta from d e  home , wher e yo ' know he kin turn in . An ' if  h e  evah 
git  to dat one time , he ain ' t  comin ' in no mo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1382) , 
2456 : 2 . ] 

2500 . Say j es '  gi t  gpaveYaPd dipt , r ed peppah , cayenne pepp ah , sulphur an ' 
alum , an '  b ea t  it  tog ether an ' spr inkle it all  around yore p lace an ' they s ay 
that wi l l  ke ep i t  away - s ay that wi ll keep de law away . 

(What is  the dif ference between r ed pepper and cayenne pepp er ? I s there any 
d if ference? ) 

Well , dere ' s  one ground , an ' yo '  know dere ' s  one whole grain . [ Fay ett evi lle , 
N .  Car . , ( 1452) , 26 37 : 6 . ]  

2501 . Yo ' g o  to a ole- t ime grave an ' git  chew s ome dirt . S ee ,  d ig down in de 
grave lak dis an ' g it chew some dir t out of  de grave . Well , yo ' take dat dirt  
an ' yo ' mix dat dirt  up  with salt . Yo ' put tab le s alt in  dat  dir t  an ' yo '  mix it  
up . Al l right , d en yo '  go  to  d e  s t o ' an ' yo '  buy yo ' s ome Zucky pepjUme � HeaPt 
Pepfume , yo ' see .  Yo ' git chew some Heart PepjUme . Wel l , yo ' mix that in there 
with it . See . Jes ' put Heapt Pepfume al l in dere wi th it . All righ t , den yo ' 
go  an ' yo '  g i t  chew some sulphur an ' yo '  put that sulphur in there with i t . See . 
Al l right , yo '  go an ' git yo ' s ome John de Conkep an ' den g it chew fo ' diff ' rent 
cans - fo ' dif f ' r ent small cans ,  t in cans , where yo ' kin put ' em air tigh t .  S ee . 
An '  yo ' put ' em in a circ le - j es '  lak yo ' runnin ' a b oo t laig p lace , yo ' put ' em  
in a cir cle all de way round . 

(Ar ound what ? )  
All way round yore p lace , yo ' unders tan ' , d e  p lace of business yo '  carr ' in '  

on - all d e  way round , yo ' s ee . Den yo ' take , af tah yo ' put ' em all de way round 
[ one can on each side of the bus ines s ] , yo ' take dat salt an ' git in de s tree t  
all de way round where yo '  g o t  chure cans an ' yo '  care it  all d e  way round yo '  
see , till yo ' g i t  clean round yore hous e .  We ll , af tah yo ' gone all  de way round 
yo re hous e wit de sal t , yo ' come on back right where yo '  lef t from an ' s ay ,  "Ab 
put dis  out , In de Name of de Father , Son an ' the Holy Ghos t , that ah may have 
no troub le . "  Then y o '  sp it  up in dere three times . Yo ' won ' t hav e no troub le .  
I f  yo '  have any troub le atall , yo ' ll g it out of i t .  [The four tin cans with 
s eal-type lids , one on each side of the hous e , should have b een sufficient - an 
airtight protection . ] .  [ Fayetteville , N . Car . , ( 1415 ) , 2547 : 2 . ]  

2502 . Yo ' go  in to de graveyard an ' yo ' gotta go a c er tain hour - about twelve 
' clock in de night . If  you got any kinfo lk bury in da t graveyard , you ' ll exp lain 
to th em exactly wot and wot not . Th en you git some dus t outa that graveyard -
o f fa dat same grave which you have explained dese matters . You take dat gpave 
yapd dU8 t  and go  home , and you j es t  s i f t  i t  light right aroun ' yo ' s t ep and you 
say , "Now , you take ca ' h de home . Ah don ' t  want no law or nob ody else off iciate  
round h eah . " You go on about your b us ines s and dey ' ll take ca ' h o f  i t . Dey ' ll 
nevah look dat way . Dey ' ll come right by dere an ' when de  git  dere dey ' ll throw 
up d ey head and g o  o n  by . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 644 : 4 . ] 

2 503 . Then agin , I git  d e  gpaveYaPd di pt fr om somebody rela tive who is dead , 
[ died ] good - J OU know ,  make peace . Any pers on who dead , git  dat dus t you know . 
Den you git  de wh ite-hors e manure , mix that with salt and sulphur , and sprinkle 
around yore p lace . An ' �h �y ' l l [ of ficers wi ll ] call round yore p lace but they ' ll 
g o  away - wouldn ' t  s t ir a�out chuh . 

(Keeps the law away . )  



694  - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundat ion -

Keep away becaus e yo ' have a whi te hors e in de pas ture and dey ' ll t el l  d e  
party , "Oh ! Looks like a whi t e  hors e . "  

(That white horse keeps them away? Th is is supposed to be  the whi te hors e in 
the pas ture? ) 

Y es . S ee ,  if  you have a white horse in d e  pas ture , dat hors e wil l  f ight all 
other ho rs es , b ut dey nev er f igh t dat whi t e  horse . 

(Those other hors es won ' t bo ther a white  horse .  That i s why the white-hors e 
manure is good . )  

Ye s .  [ Char les ton , S . Car . , ( 5 18) , 6 10 : 3 ;  Doctor Nelson . ] 
2 504 . Take dat graveyard dirt - take s ome and divide into each one , see , and 

git  you s ome s alt .  Some of de graveyard dirt into each one of  de shells . 
(Of thes e shells ? )  
Y es , dey done already shot , you s ee .  And you take another shell and g i t  some 

of de gunpowd er and put - divide it and put s ome in each one of thos e she lls . 
And then you take a needle and s tick i t in each one - s tand d e  need le up in dere 
like you go in ' sew s ome clo ths , but j es t  r ight on de tip . And put dat s tuff in 
dere round and pack in around dere tight - j e st like you fixing d e  sho t  in de 
shell , s ee .  And then you take that and pu t  one under your front s t ep , and then 
you turn around and put one under the back s t ep ,  you see . And if you got any 
side windahs or anything like that , chew kin j es t  take and put one at de main 
windah where you always keeps open , you s ee .  [Three shells . ]  When de rev enuer 
comes he ' ll come round to everyb ody house but chores , and people wonder how come 
he won ' t  s top to  yores - and you s elling whiskey in d er e , too . But he j es t  won ' t  
have no sp irit  to come towards that hous e .  He f igure there won ' t  b e  nothing 
ther e , when th e rev enuer comes there . Never won ' t have no sp irit . Co ' se ev ' ry
b ody don ' t  know tha t , you s ee - don ' t know everybody t el ling that . S ee ,  if I 
tell a person that , I want s ome money f er t el ling that . [ Charleston . S .  Car . , 
( ? ) , 640 : 1 .  ] 

2505 . A hus t Zin ' woman in de streets , yo ' know tryin ' tuh make money , she 
should ever '  mawnin ' b efo ' sunris e fall on her knees an ' say her prayer s , de Lord 

HOLY IDEN 
VAN- VAN HOLY OIL 
SALT-BAG 

Prayer thr ee times . an ' g it up an ' wash her face down with 
olive oil an ' have a oZive-oi Z  bag pinned up on her an ' salt -
[ she correct s  this to ] olive oil an ' saZt-bag p inned up on her 
[saZt-bag only - fed with olive oi l ] , if she want s luck in de 
s t r eet  wit de mens . An ' pee an ' throw de p ee ou t from d e  

hous e ,  de  eas t corner o f  de hous e - pee in a cup o r  ' nother an ' throw i t  out 
befo ' she has anything tuh say to anybody , an ' she ' posed to make money ou t in de  
s treet s dat day whi le she ' s out . 

If a hus t Zin ' womans want tuh git  out on de s treet s an ' be  lucky , make money , 
sh e ' d use de van-van hoZy oi Z , drop d e  van-van ho Zy oi Z  on her . S he buy d e  van
van ho Zy oi Z an ' drop it on her an ' make a wish , an ' b e  sho ' she us e olive oi l 
too . 

[ Van-van i s not called a holy oil - s ee ma rg in- t itle Van-van lat er and Index . ] 
(How would she us e the olive oil ? )  
Lis t en - wash her face down . b athe her down g ood in olive oil . Put de olive 

oil an '  sa Zt-bag you know on there as I ' f ore tole j oo ,  an ' s ay her prayer s like 
dat an ' - let me see , I gon ' a  tell you whut prayer she supposed to wear . She 
suppos ed tuh wear d e prayer in her purs e - Ho Zy Idy - de Ho Zy Name Idy in her 
pur s e .  

An '  if yo ' leav in ' goin ' t o  a strange p lac e ,  a s tr ange ci ty , when yo ' in da t 
city an ' want tuh b e  successful , yo ' should walk out in a vacant field , somewhere 
wher e it ' s  vacant an ' turn yore face in the sou th an ' use that word Ho Zy Adam -
Ho Zy Adam - Ho Zy Idam - Hebrew lang ' rige - Ho Zy Adam. 
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(Do you know how to spell i t ? ) 
Not Adam bu t Iden - I-D-E-N . 
(Do you know what it means ? ) 
No - dat ' s  in Hebrew lang ' rige . 
( I t  isn ' t  the Gard en of Eden? ) 
No suh - Iden . 
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Yo ' us e d is when yore hust lin ' out in d e  s tr eets or ei thah gain '  tuh a s trange 
p lac e an ' want tuh b e  success ful . Yo ' kin j is '  walk u� to someone an ' us e dat 
inward Iden - inward - an ' ask them fa ' a f avor - they 11 come very near d oin ' 
i t . [Memphis , Tenn . , (947) , 152 7 : 16 . ] 

250 6 . We ll , ah tell yo ' ,  f a ' good luck like tha t yo ' g it the good luck insane 
[ incens e ] . Yo ' want mah ideas ? Yo ' sit the qood luck insane an ' yo ' burns that 

wi th the h o ly oi l every morning fa nine mornings . An ' yo ' take s ix 
HOLY OIL drops of Hearts Co logne , one teasp oon of  sugar to a gallon of wat er . 

Yo '  dus t yore hous e  down ,  yo ' take yore linen off yor e b ed ,  clean up 
one room at a time . P ick up that dus t  an ' put i t on a piece of newspaper .  Clean 
up yore next room an ' take all de linen if you got a bedr oom . Do the same room 
like that . Put all that dus t , all yo ' cr eat e , g i t  i t  up off d e  floor on that one 
paper . Then buy yo ' a box of tab le salt an ' yo ' us e one cup of that tab le salt 
on all that dus t that chew taken up . Take yore linen out of doors an ' yo ' wash 
it . Clean up everything . Wash yore b edst eads an ' yore springs of f an ' put on 
clean linen an ' everything . An ' take that trash that yo ' ve gathered up in those 
rooms and take one cup o f  tab le salt , take it out an ' take a shovel an ' d ig a 
hole , an ' place it in de g round an ' kiver i t  up . Fus t one go tuh s leep that 
nigh t will dream a g ood dream an ' i t will b e  a good luck dream , be a game in it . 
If yo '  p lay a game o f  chance yo ' ll win . 

(Now you do all thi s c leaning up in the house for luck in the home? ) 
Fa ' luck in yore home . 
(That is if you want to bring in cus tomers to rent your rooms or s ome thing o f  

that so rt . )  
An ' then when yo ' g o out , b efore yo ' go out , yo ' t ake that Hearts Co logne an ' 

yo ' sprinkle yorese lf wi th i t . Every time yo '  go  out yo '  do tha t an ' yo ' ll 
advance with everyb ody - inf luenc e with everybody . Anything yo ' go af ter yo ' ll 
have inf luence with the people . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1016) , 1642 : 5 . ] 

2507 . Now , if you kin g i t  it , I us e that Ho ly Mammy Oi l ,  if 
HOLY �Y OIL you kin g i t  i t .  An ' you g i t  one of thes e lit tle b lue moun 's -

BLUE MOUNDS it ' s  a incent [ incens e] , a litt le poin ted [ cone-shaped ] thing ; 
it ' s  a b lue moun ' [mound ] . An ' there ' s a li ttle brown one . 

Well , you burn de brown one in th e mornin ' an ' the b lue one in the afternoon . 
That ' ll bring j is '  wha ' choo want . [New Orleans , La . , ( ? ) , 1124 : 6 . ]  

2 508 . You wan ' a  br ing in trade . Well , fo ' whut ah ' ve experien ced about 
b ringing in trad e - ah us ed tuh b e a bootlegg er mahs e1f , and ah kin say that ah 

done that mahs elf and got ben ef it out of i t .  
HOLY WATER Now hit ' s a oil - well hit ' s a water whut chew g i t  and whut ch ew put 

in yo ' scrub water , hit ' s  whut chew call van- van oi l .  [See margin
title Van-van later . ] An ' put f iv e drops in de wat er , even if yo �  don ' t do 
nu thin wit it but j es '  put it  in d e  wat er , shake it up and j es '  spr inkle i t  
roun ' in yo ' bus ines s p lace . An ' yo ' take you some of  dat . same oil and some 
brown sugah - ab out a tab lespoonful o f  brown sugah and ab out fiv e  or  s even drops 
[ uneven numb er ] o f  d at oi l ,  an ' put i t  in a bo t tle and a tab lespoonful of honey , 
an ' take i t  an ' put i t  in a bo t tle and f ill  d e  bottle mos t fu1la water . An '  d en  
put two teaspoonful o f holy water in i t  an ' shake it good and s et it  somewher e  
close ar oun ' wher e yo '  kin easily git chure han ' on i t . An ' every time yo ' s ee 
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de law even down dere , if yo ' th ink d e  law comin ' in - but yo '  sprinkle yo ' place 
of b us ines s good wit dat water every morning . Every morning when yo '  come in 
open up yo ' busines s - when yo ' open up yo ' do ' s  and do roun ' lak dat - j es '  
s prinkl e s ome roun ' yo '  do ' s  an ' up as ide yo ' do ' f acin '  and all .  But b e  shore 
tuh shake well befo ' us in ' . An ' that ' ll j es '  make bus ines s come in rea l b reese 
[brisk] - yo ' j es '  be tuh de p lace - yo ' j es t  b e  overhanded wi t bus ines s . 

(And that will keep the law away? ) 
Yassuh . Ah exper ienced dat e [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 2) , 9 27 : 2 . ] 
2 50 9 . Take some cinnamon bark - now , that ' s  what they told me . Take you some 

cinnamon bark , holy water , and this Lucky Dog PerfUme , wintergreen ,  d evil-shoe
s tring and makes - boil that , mix it all t ogether you unders tand .  Mix all that 
together and every morning ' f ore anybody come in there . You understand what 1 
mean? You take tha t and you wash your p lace out . See . S tart to washing it  from 
r igh t on into the back . And that make that - that ' ll dr aw the p eople in there . 
S ee .  1 guarantee you . [New Orleans , La . , ( 850) , 1314 : 6 . ] 

2 5 10 .  (What ab out that holy water in s c rubbing , now? ) 
The holy water you can put it in the water and scrub . See . And that opens 

the way in your hous e and makes luck in your hous e . You takes the holy water and 
you takes some sugar - nine lumps of  sugar , and you takes es sence of verb ena or 
fast  luck and you put that , mix that up in the wa ter . Then , you put it in a tub 
and you g et you nine b uckets and then you s crub from your front to the b ack in 
tha t same wat er . Then you dip s ome in the bucket - you take it out o f  the bucket 
and you pour it in the tub and then s t ir it round , then clean from the f ront to 
the b ack with it . That opens the way for you and makes luck and succes s in your 
house .  [New O rleans , La . , ( 8 3 4 ) , 1254 : 1 . ] 

2511 . In the corner , looking and wa tching , t rying to get hold o f you , when 
you bootlegg ing . You get  some honey and some white loaf sugar , some holy water 
and some tea . 

(What kind o f t ea? ) 
Black tea . You take the b lack tea , you s train it and put that down in ther e . 

You shake it  good and th en take a lit tle out every morning and you have it in a 
little bottle and go to all four corners , running [bottle at ] corner s ,  and the 
law will come and knock twice , knock his club and go away and won ' t  come no more . 

(You sprinkle that in all four corners of the house? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . , ( 82 5 ) , 1200 : 2 . ]  
2512 . I keep holy water tied on my b ed - that ' s to keep the evil sp iri t s  

away , and 1 sprinkle it in the four corners of my hous e- like wh en I scrub like 
that for luck.  I scrub my hous e good like today and if  I ' m going to use ly e ,  if 
I have any kind of  suspicious idea of some of  my enemies have crossed the s i ll of 
my door . You s ee ?  I scrub with lye today and tomorrow I will go �ver my hous e 
wi th nine buckets of  water . And I ' ll take that holy wa ter , after the f loor dries, 
and go to the four corners of the hous e and sprinkle some in each corner . You 
see? And I make the s ign of the cros s .  

(That ' s  supposed to prevent all evil? ) 
Evil . Th at keeps all evi l  spirits away . [New Orleans , La . ,  (851) , 13 18 : 9 . ] 
2513 . You g et this policeman ' s name and af ter you get  this  polic eman ' s  name , 

you get you s ome - i t ' s called this her e java water . But you got to go to 

HOLY WATER ON FRIDAY 
JA VA WATER 

Palmer ' s  drug s tor e down here and get it . And get this 
java water and you get you s ome , some pure hoZy water , 
only you got to go on Frid ay and get that kind . That ' s  
to keep the law from your door . 

(Where do you g et that [pure ] holy water ? ) 
You have to go on Friday to the chur ch . Then , after you go to the church , be 
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sure and ask the pries t or some other b e  sure to bless that ho ly water . Well , 
aft er you g et this here java water from the drug stor e , you mix that with that 
holy water and wi th that es sence of cinnamon and then you g et that policeman ' s  
name and then you wri te i� - not no nine times , you write hi t 15 times . And you 
take that policeman ' s  name ar.� you b all righ t up into that , into that wa ter and 
you sop that .water up , and you take that water and you hang i t  in - righ t b ehind 
your bed , and that policeman ain ' t coming nowher e around that hous e . Nowhere 
around he come . [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 7 ) , 1111 : 6 . ] 

2514 . The hors eshoe is luck to bring in cus tomers . Jus t g et you a 
HORSESHOE horseshoe and na i l  it up over your door outside . A hors eshoe and a 

four-lea f  clover , that br ings you cus tomers . That ' ll draw anyb ody . 
Haven ' t  you went along by a man ' s  s tore and s een a horseshoe? [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 97 6 ) , 1581 : 1 . ] 

2515 . De firs t thing yo '  do if  yo ' goin ' in bus ines s an ' wanta b e  lucky - de 
f ir s t  th ing yo ' do , yo ' hangs a hors eshoe r ight up ovah yo ' do ' .  Dat ' s  de  f irst  
thing yo ' do . Well , de  nex t thing yo ' do den to be lucky , yo ' go in yor e house -
b efo ' yo ' go in yore hous e , don ' t le t nobody s ee yo ' ,  yo '  take dis cookin ' s alt 
an ' sprinkle it righ t  in f ront of yo ' do ' where d e  peop le ' s comin ' in . See-,--
dat ' s  t o  cut d e  hard luck off  - if a man comin ' dere , dat ' s  tuh cut de  hard luck 
of fa  him whils t he ' s comin ' ins id e yore place of business to ke ep from throwin ' 
yo ' in hard luck.  We ll , he comes on i t . When he git  in dere [you do the third 
thing ] , yo ' take dis s ulphah an ' b urn i t  in yo ' hous e ever ' mornin ' b efo ' nine 
' c lock - sulphah . Jes ' take a li t t le sulphah an ' put i t  in a lid an ' s tr ike a 

mat ch to i t  an ' j es '  let it smoke - ev er ' mornin ' befo ' nine ' clock . An '  you 
gon ' a  b e  lucky and success ful in yo ' business .  [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 99 5) , 
1608 : 3 . ] 

2516 . D ey says dat if yo '  take a hor seshoe an ' nail i t  ovah de ins ide of de 
do ' , de front do ' , an ' d ey said if yo ' walk undah dat nine times , that ' s to make 
yo ' move . 

(You put this hor s eshoe up over this other fe llow ' s  door? Now , if  I wanted to 
make you move , I wou ld take this hor s eshoe and put i t  up over your door ins ide 
the hous e? ) 

Yes suh . 
(Wouldn ' t  you see i t  up there or not ? )  
Naws ir . Dey puts it  up so  dey see i t  up d er e  - dey s ay dat keeps de wi tches 

away [ Bee Nos . 512-514 , p . 154]  but dey put it  dere unknown to yo ' . Yo ' - j es '  
lak yo '  b e ' s talkin ' ,  j es '  s lip one of ' em  d ere whi le ah ' m  dere [ s ome other 
plac e ]  in dey hous e . An ' den whoevah he is , go in dere nine times , he ' d  have to 
move . 

[ This is a r ever sal ri t e ,  an unusual b ackwards ceremony - a through the 
Zooking-g Zass or opposite side of the miPror device , because an inside hors eshoe 
has it s prongs  pointing into the hous e ,  thus invit ing evil to enter , whereas the 
pr ongs of an outs id e horseshoe point away from the hous e warding off evi l .  
Remember , this inside hor seshoe is over the front door , only a f ew inches distant 
from the outside horsesho e ,  if one is there - a Janus- like situat ion . Rememb er 
also , mos t country cab ins - unpainted ins ide and the wood natura lly aged and 
stained - could concea l  a rus ty hors eshoe until a person wa lked nine times 
through the door . Nevertheless , to nail up the horseshoe wh ile the tenant of 
the house was near is eas ier said than done . ] [Wilson , N .  C . , ( 1509) , 2676 : 21 . ] 

2517 . De law never was dere b ef o ' , see  [ and you do not want him to r eturn ] . 
You puts de horseshoe right ovah dat door , see , turn de toes up and wr i te three 
"X ' s " behin ' your door - three "XXX" - and lay one p enny righ t  on dis step , de 
doorsill . Ev ' ry t ime I go [by them] , pick at ' em ,  p ick at ' em .  Den you gi t  four 
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s ticks j es t  like dat - get f our s ticks j es t  ab ou t s ix inches [ long ] , put one in 
de under s i ll of yo ' door , and put one on d e  corner , and put one in dis corner , 
and put one j es t  abou t  f ive f eet from yo ' door and drive it down till you can ' t  
see d e  head . And I ' m goin ' d�88 dese sticks ev ' ry day , keep up wid de s t icks -

. keep it  so  dat nob ody dig around it , se e .  
(How d o  you dpe88 thes e s ticks ? )  
Well , you s ee ,  you puts half cord - wrap one end of i t  on de end wi th cord ,  

with the s tring , and the other with cord and the next one clean . De clean one 
mus t b e  a little higher den de end ones . But dat one in de yard [five fee t  fPOm 
yo ' doop] - don ' t wanta put no thing on it . That ' s  a footwalk . Ev ' ry time dey 
b e  wa lking on da t ,  dey mighta know what coming . And if you f eel , whi le dis man 
coming in - turn on it  - mus t never b e  backward and all - let him come right in 
de hou s e  - let him look - no mat t er where he look . He might hunt chure hous e up 
and down , look at this , looking at that walking stick,  that s t ick wha t you got in 
the midd le of your yard , and he ' ll come out chure - ain ' t nuthin in yor e house . 

( That ' s  if the law has come a f t er you to arres t you fo r b oot legging . )  
Pu t ' em  [ s ticks ] ther e  and they walk over ' em all de time . 
(Well , now , that s tick in the middle o f  the door , how do you wrap that? )  
Don ' t  wrop dat atall . De two on de sides [ of the door] you wrap dat - dat ' s 

de two guard s ,  like two guards . 
(Oh l You wrap tha t s tring around the two on the sides ? )  
De cord . Wrap it about that thick , coup le inches on both ends - what chew 

leave on de top and driv e  it  on down you know .  And have i t  clear dat nobody 
won ' t have to s tub .  Dr ive tha t o th er one down without anything on it . Wit de 
fourth s ticking out - one about five feet fpom de doop , d e  s tep , pu t dat down so 
dat nob ody will s tumb le over it .  

(Do you put any cord around that one? ) 
No , d e  two of ' em dat be - two have to b e  not hav e  anyth ing on ' em .  
( The one in the middle of the door [ a t  the sill]  and th e one out in the midd le 

of th e yard [ five feet fporn de doop ]  don ' t have anyth ing on them . )  
See , dat ' s what you call �e88in ' dem two on de [ each ]  side [ of the door ] - de 

guard s , s ee .  
( I  s ee .  Now here ' s the s tick on the s ide . You wrap around the top of that , 

wr ap around the bot tom o f  the stick , and then you drive i t  down in the ground . )  
Even down in th e ground - see , so ' s  nobody won ' t  s ee it . 
(You leave part of that st ick outside the ground? ) 
No , d on ' t leave part of that out of the ground atall . De midd le s tick , you 

leaves j es t  about a t ip-end - dat ' s  you guide , you see . You use de head right 
out , leave dat little out and then you kin pull dat eny time . When you pull dat 
you see ,  you shake de whole three . See , da t ' s  f o ' dem to care f o ' you and yo ' 
whole hous e .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 36 : 1 . ]  

2518 . Takes a horseshoe an ' dress i t  in red . 
(Dress it in red ? ) 
Dress d e  hors eshoe ovah in r ed an ' p lace it in front of de do ' backwards  an ' 

farwards , an ' yo ' ll run good bus iness . 
(How do you mean dr es s it  in red ?  What 
Yo '  take an ' git  - have tuh git ovah at 

yo ' j es t  wind dat , yo ' know , dat horseshoe 
de do ' , an ' to de back , an ' yo ' won ' t have 
draw mo ' d en all . 

do  you do? ) 
de s to '  - g it a red 
all ovah in dat an ' 
any tr ouble by yor e  

piece of cloth an ' 
p lace it up ovah 
cus tomers - yo '  

Yo ' takes - go in d e  s to '  an ' gits yo ' Red Devil Ly e an ' s al t , an ' yo '  place 
i t  at  d e  f ront do ' an ' de back . Dat go wit dat hors eshoe ,  an ' yo ' takes ahambep 
Zye , a handful of sugah , sa lt , an ' yo ' goes round dat j es t b e fo ' day , all round 
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, 
dat house wi t dat , an ' yo ' g ot no tr oub le wit de sher if f or with yore hous e . 

[Perhaps the larg es t  hand ever wrapp ed in red , except th e treasur e hunter who 
insu lt ed th e d evil by wearing a r ed shirt - s ee No . 424 , p . 127 . ] [Waycros s ,  
Ga . ,  ( 11 2 2) , 1804 : 11 . ]  

25 19 . Tuh keep the law away yo ' would take yo ' a hors eshoe an ' nail it up 
ovah yore front do ' , an ' git chew a red oni on an ' tie it  up ovah yore do ' - right 
up ovah de f ront do ' r ight in de mouth of dat hors eshoe .  Turn it [h orseshoe ] �. 

(Why is it turned up ? )  
Yo ' mus ' always turn i t  up - dat ' s  a lways tuh turn de law aroun ' , see . Long 

as it down , i t ' s  a pointed thing - i t won ' t do yo ' any good . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(948) , 15 29 : 6 .  ] 

25 20 . De horse ' s  lef t shoe - git two of  ' em or git one tuh ev ' ry do '  yo ' got 
in d e  house an ' put it  there . An' take a ten-cent [ s ilver coin ] an ' a  nail it up 
in dere an ' brand dem a ll dere in ev ' ry do ' yo ' got . S ay dey comin ' to d e  do ' 
but d ey ain ' t  comin '  in . 

(You place that t en-cents right in the center of that shoe? ) 
Yessuh . 
(How do you na il that sho e ,  put the p rongs up or put the prong s  down? ) 
Put ' em down lak dat - de lef t sh oe . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1455) , 2645 : 17 . ]  
252 1 .  I t ' s  de same thing as  ah wus tellin ' yo ' ' b out wh ile ago . Da t John de 

Conker root , i t suppos ed to be buried to pertec yo reself if yore hous e is got a 
f ront do ' an ' a back do ' .  Yo ' bury a piece at each p lac e an ' af tah yo ' bury dis 
p iece dere , yore supposed to make yo re ma ' ks - dat ' s  a cross- lak . Yo '  make dat 
right at each do ' ,  on de do ' .  An' i f  i t ' s  p os s ib le dat chew kin git  a brand-new 
horseshoe , one dat nobody has evah walked on , an ' cover it wi th dat silver-lak 
dat come offa c igarettes [ tin foi l ]  an ' hang it d ere - it be best tuh put dat in 
de middle of yor e house . Jis ' say f o '  ins tance if dere a do ' heah , put it up 
ovah dat do ' .  Dey no t suppos ed - den yo ' s upposed tuh no t evah b e  b o thered wit 
' em any mo ' . 

(No t supp os ed t o  be bother ed wi th th e law . ) [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15) , 1482 : 13 . ]  
2522 . I f you ar e bootleggin ' , to keep de officers away f rom your hous e ,  you 

get nine pieces of hoof of a hors e - go to de b lacksmi th shop gi t  nine p ieces of 
de hoof o f  a hors e , s ee ,  and gi t nine nai ls . 

HORSESHOE NAIL (What kind of nails? )  
Hor seshoe nails out of de shop - s ee , nine p ieces of d e  hoof and 

nine horseshoe nai ls . An ' git chew two piec e  of  g inger and ten p ieces of b lack 
pepp er , see , an ' grind it up together and b oil dos e horsehoofs and nai ls all t o
gether . Den sprinkle dat from yore gate to yore house , s ee ,  and wh en de officers 
come dey can ' t  - dey turn down de other s tr eet and can ' t come by your hous e . 
[ Washington , D . C . , ( 6 3 8) , 824 : 9 . ] 

25 23 . To have good luck with a boss for a j ob ,  yo ' always use that sugar -
' vapor ed [ evaporated = ref ined ] sugar [don ' t use b rown sugar on a white boss ] -
us e your sulphur , sprinkle that in your pocke t with your sugar . Yo ' take your 
cinnamon bark - you put that in your p o cket . All righ t , any time you go to speak 
to him , he ' s always wi lling [ to sp eak to you ] . [ Another method . ] You take his 
name and you wr ite it three times - you lay it out on a piece  of p lain p aper and 
you f o ld that t o  you . Don ' t never f old nothing from you i f  you want it to b e 
close to you . 

I f  you running a plac e o f  bus ines s and you don ' t want the laws to bother you . 
You go to - like a blacksmi th shop - like a - you know where they shoe horses at . 
You walk in there and y ou ask the man f or a coup le o f  [ two ]  hors eshoe nai ls , and 
he ' ll give ' em  to you . Unders tand . But don ' t you take ' em ,  bu t you pay ' im for 
them . You understand . Now , in this you wanta b e  lucky - you know , someth ing 
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like you running a p lace and you wanta have good luck at your p lace . You take 
them there [ two nai ls ] and you get you - buy you a pink ribbon - a little narrow 
p ink ribbon , and you take them nails and you cross ' em like a cross, and you wrap 
that ribb on around ' em and hang it up over your front door where everyone comes 
in , comes in under that . And you always - wh en anyone comes , you going to have 
plenty , p lenty , plenty trad e .  And they ain ' t  going to  b other looking . 

Thi s man that give you them nai ls , now , when you offer t o  pay ' em for them , he 
don ' t want it , but you g ive him a nickel or dime or something for them nai ls any
how . He going t o  tell you , "Ah , they ain ' t worth nothing - take p lenty . "  But 
you a lway s hand him a nickel or d ime , s o you really having to buy ' em ,  you under
s t and . And lay i t  down there for him .  S ee .  Cours e, if he j us t  g ive ' em to  you 
and you don ' t give h im nuthin , they ain ' t  any good to you .  Anything that you can 
ge t  - j us t  walk ou t and get it for nothing - tha t ' s  no troub le for you to get, 
and you don ' t know how it come , then it ' s no b enef i t  to you . Anything that you 
have troub le to get , why i t ' s  a benef it to you . You want to take care of i t , 
you se e .  

(The law? ) 
You take th e law ' s name - s ee ,  j us t  like that law what you know is b ad ab out 

raiding or something , you take his name and you wri t e  it  nine times and fold it  
to you , you s ee . You fold it up and you wear it in your shoe . You take them 
horseshoe nai ls - them two nails that I told you - and c ross ' em  and pu t  ' em up 
over your doo r .  I f  he comes there , he ain ' t going to bother you . I f  any other 
law comes in town , he ' ll always know i t , so he ' l l notify you or someb ody - s ee ,  
you ain ' t go t no gr aft o r  nuthin to pay . Keep the graf t and al l out of your way . 
[New Or leans , La . ,  ( 83l) , 1235 : 7 . ] 

2524 . Now in that line [bootlegg ing line ] ah have sold whiskey . Ah haven ' t  
tried anything b ut sell whiskey in that line . Ah goes downtown to a drug s tore 

and ah g it some incens e, this incens e and burn that and ah hav e  b een 
INCENSE successful in s elling whiskey - didn ' t  have troub le about de police . 

(What kind of incens e d id you buy ? )  
Any kind of inc ense .  

(You burn that at a certain t ime? ) 
Yes , yo ' burn it in de morning and at nigh t - early in de  morning and at 

night . [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( l001) , 1617 : 3 . ]  
2525 . Yo ' gi t  de dragon b lood , devi 1 ' s-shoest ring an ' incense , an ' yo ' burn 

dat in yore house all de time ; git  chew sulphur an ' yo ' b �rn dat an ' yo '  incens e ,  
an ' yo '  have plenty cus tomer s an ' nobody tuh bother yo ' .  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1260) , 
2140 : 3 . ]  

25 26 . Oil of  c innamon , dragon ' s  b lood , an ' den devi l ' s-shoes tr ing . [Thr ee 
ingredient s .  ] 

(We ll , now , how do you prepare thos e? What do you do with them? ) 
Yo ' buys dat right out de druggis t .  Yo ' burn ' em , b urn ' em  al l together an ' 

pu t ' em  in de fo ' corners of yore hous e - j es ' same as yo ' in heah now in dis 
hou se heah . 

(What wou ld that do f or me then? ) 
Give luck - good luck an ' succes sful . 
(Bringing in cus tomers t o  buy from me . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 237 ) ,  2102 : 1 . ] 
25 2 7 . Yo ' gi t  dragon ' s b lood an ' yo ' gi t  de  wis ter ia incens e an ' yo ' gi t 

lod es tone . [ Three ingredients . ]  Yo '  pound dis up t og ether - dis dragon ' s  b lood 
an ' yo ' put i t  wit dis wis teria an ' de lodes tone . Yo ' git pulver ized [ lode ] stone 
an ' yo ' burn dis at de  do ' at nine a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' as yo '  close at 
nigh t . Dat ' ll make yore business prosperous . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 69 ) , 2148 : 1 . ] 

2528 . Some us e dragon ' s  b lood an ' put i t  under de s teps an ' ovahhead of de 
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facin ' of de do ' wheres yo ' come in , an '  dey won ' t  come in yo re place . 
(To keep the law away? ) 
Y es sir . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 1267 ) , 2 14 6 : 12 . ] 
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2 5 29 . I underst and that you get  this high-graded incens e .  You use that , you 
smokes that up over your doo r .  Cours e he ' d  come around , but he wouldn ' t  never 
come for no kind of troub le .  You unders tand? It keeps him quiet . 

(I s ee .  That ' s  all you do - use that incense? ) 
That high-graded incens e .  [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 22 ) , 118 7 : 10 . ] 
2530 . Ah t ell yo ' whut ah does . Ah ' ve b een usin ' few thing s  round mah house 

sinc e  - see , nob ody would patroni ze me .  Yo ' unders tand whut ah said? Nobody 
patronize me . Ah goes tuh work an ' ah got me some o f  dis thing whut chew call 
de incens e .  Ah burns s ome inc ense an ' some sulphur . Now [at present time ] , ah 
burns sulphur right on , an ' ah ' ve got all de friends - ah don ' t keep a thing . 
Ah us ed tuh use sech as kerosene an ' soap an '  all lak dat e Why ah had j e s ' a 
regular ole common ' fair [ commis sary? ] an '  ah can ' t keep none of i t  - dey runs 
in j es t  buyin ' , j es ' as fast as ah kin [ restock] , an ' when ah f irst  got it , why 
nobody ' tended me . Dey said ah wus independ ent an ' all lak dat e But after ah 
us ed dat - ah burns me some sulphur . Right now ah put de pile in a plate in de 
flo ' an ' ah burns dat , an ' b efo ' it kin g it through bumin ' de people is j es t  
runnin ' in , "Yo ' go t any soap - yo ' got any kerosene - yo ' got any this - her e  is 
yo ' money - yo ' g ot any s ech-an ' -sech-a thing ? " Goes o f f  lak dat e [ Savannah ,  
Ga . , ( 12 7 2 ) . , 2152 : 9 . ] 

2531 . The grains [grins ? ]  of Job - you may hear ' d  o f  ' em . You ever s eed ' em? 
(They say there are Job ' s  t ears . Are they something like Job ' s  t ears ? )  
Well , i t ' s  a sma ller s i ze , b ut it looks j us t  like a litt le fish-eye .  You ever 

see a fish-eye? • 
(Ye s . )  [ If  the eye of a fish is meant . ]  . 
About the colo r , but they weren ' t that - they are known to b e  the grains of 

Job . The grains of Job was used in the part icular way of b urning the oriental 
incense - any incense from As iar - that ' s  what they call olairvoyant inoense .  
You burn two o f  them together and you take the a shes of the two what you burn 
ever ' o ther morning and plant ' em  around your p lace in the earth righ t out side -
any place in the yard or  around your place . You may repeat , as lot s  o f  ' em 
repeat , you know , l iAs I pray the pray er th e Eas tmen do , may sweet , etc . etc . "  
You will no t  have to speak , you know , like they do in Asiar , but you kin say a 
very short part o f  i t : "In the Name of the Father , o f  the Son and Holy Ghos t ,  
there will be no one b e  coming to this home - offi cer or no one into my place of 
bus ines s . "  Either way that will take care of it and no one will ever bother your 
place . 

(Never bother you . ) 
"In the Name o f  the Father , the Son and the Holy Ghos t , as no one will come 

near here to harm me - o f f icer s , or revenuers , or no deputies . "  [Nor folk , Va . , 
( 45 6 ) , 436 : 2 ;  Dootor Eng li sh . ]  

25 32 . Burn inc ense - rosgum [ ro s egum? ] inc ense . Mix it wit de b lack incens e .  
(What kind o f  incense? ) 
Rosgum incens e - the kind they c all ros gum incens e . Well , d ey take dat and 

d ey take de b laok mans [ b Zack men ] dey cal l  incens e ,  and cut dis b Zaok man up and 
put i t  a ll in de same top what you goin '  to burn i t  in , and burn i t  and make your 
wish . And he won ' t come back . 

(That keeps the law away . )  [Norfo lk , Va . , ( 486) , 5 15 : 8 . ]  
2533 . Dey gits a powder called de incense an ' burn i t  - it ' s  not a powder but 

b locks ' bout lak dat e An ' d ey burn it in dey home . S ay - dey claim i t  keeps de 
men - d ey hav e  cus tomers . Ah have gone in houses an ' dey says nob ody has been in 
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der e all day an ' de time dey light one or two , dere comes two or three cus tomer s 
in . [ Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 1468) , 26 52 : 6 ; small- t ime cur io-products s alesman who had 
an int er es t  in the p ower of incense he sold l ] 

2534 . Dey tell me that chew could use de incens e .  When yo ' runnin ' any kind 
of a b usiness  an ' yo ' us e inc ense , yo ' j es '  take an ' light chew one an ' s e ts it 
up on de tab l e  or anywheres on de f loor an ' makes yore wishes dat chure p lace 
wi ll b e  crowded an '  that yor e plac e will b e  succes s fu l  or anyth ing lak that . 
[ Faye tt eville , N ,  Car . , ( 1420) , 2560 : 5 . ] 

25 35 . Well , you will have to get some incens e , lucky incense and b rown sugar , 
and mix all that together and take - sc rub the house out in the four corne rs and 
you burn your incense in the four corners in each room . You burn the incens e in 
each room and then you wash your hous e out with oil of c innamon and brown sugar 
and you s c rub it out with tha t .  Don ' t put no washing p owder s or nothing in i t  -
j us t  scrub i t  out wi th the clear water . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Tha t will give you luck to get your hous e rented . [New Or leans , La . , ( 850) , 

1289 : 4 . ] 
2 536 . (When do you make your wish for roomer s ? ) 
When yore incens e is burnin ' yo ' make yore wish 1ak that .  Now yor e incens e 

need tuh be in all bus ines s places dat dere ar e - mos t in Memphi s [us e  incense ] .  
An '  yo '  b urn that at six a ' clock in de mawnin '  in d e  bus iness p lace . Well , yo ' 
put a little dragon [ dragon ' s  b lood ] in there - a t easp oonfulla incens e an ' mayb e  
haIfa teaspoon o f  dragon af tah yo ' scrubb in ' ,  an ' a t  s ix ' c lock make yore b urnin ' 
an ' den call yor e cus tomers [ by wishing ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 25 ) , 150 3 : 4 . ] 

253 7 .  Well , yo ' goes to  de drug stor e  an ' buy yo ' some of dis lucky incens e 
an ' b urn it fo ' d e  sunrise in de mornin& an ' walk to yore do ' an ' throw d e  ashes 
de way de  sunrise . That wil l  keep ' em  away . . 

(Keep the law away from your plac e if you ' re gambling or anything like that ? )  
Yes - keep ' em  away . [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1007 ) ,  16 28 : 3 . ] 
2538 . Burn gar lic an ' onion leaves an ' incens e ,  dis lucky incens e .  Lak i t ' s  

goin ' b e  a b ig dance or somepin clos e aroun ' , an ' yo ' wanta git  in a lo tta tran
s ient s , yo ' know , why yo ' burn dat s tuff hard al l dat week on yore s tove . An '  
keep dat garlic layin ' roun ' an ' draw in a lot ta customer s , transient cus tomers . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1524) , 2 7 2 3 : 12 . ] 

2539 . Burn candles - they ' s  f er luck too . See , then you kin burn incens e 
too . S ee ,  some burns thes e lit tle inc ens e they calls B lack Men and some burns 
red and some bur ns de or ange b los s om - di f f ' rent kinds . But if th ey have perfume 
in ' em  thos e incense is very good . [Norf o lk ,  Va . , (492 ) ,  530 : 7 . ] 

2540 . Ah have heard of that . Yo ' kin buy these Lucky Hearts an ' burn them a t 
nine a ' c lock , twelve a ' clock an ' three a ' c lock in de  evenin ' .  An ' de incens e 
[ Lucky Heart s ]  yo ' burn dat at nine , twelve an ' thre e  hours lak dat on Tuesd ays , 
Thursdays an ' Satur days . I f  yo '  go t any kinda trade or anything lak d at , d at 
wi ll draw yo ' know d e  cus tomers to yo ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1541) , 2 7 8 7 : 4 . ] 

2541 . Jes ' lak yo ' g ot a p lace an ' yor e bus ines s  is dull . In de mornin ' 
when yo ' open up yore s tor e , sweep d e  s to ' from d e  front do ' to de b ack - sweep 
yore trash out de back� An ' about every night a little b efo '  yo ' c lo se up yo ' 
burn a Lucky Star. Yo ' kin go down to de drug sto ' an ' git  ' em . Ah think yo ' 
gi t about six fo ' a dime . An ' yo ' put i t  on a li ttle tray an ' s et it in yo re 
s tore an ' burn it . I t  smells kinda like perfume . Da t give yo ' all d e  luck dat 
ch ew want . 

( For b r ing ing in customers . )  
Yessuh . [ See Lucky S tar , p . 607 . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 182 ) , 199 3 : 6 . ]  
2542 . I f  yo ' go t a roomin ' house an ' yo ' haven ' t no roomers an ' cain ' t make 
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no su cces s , yo ' git up b ef o ' day in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' s crub roun ' in yore hous e  
an ' d en yo ' s crub yore po ' ch .  Yo ' s c rub i t  wi th urinate , Hearts Co logne , o i l  o f  
c innamon - j es '  dif f ' r ent thing s 1ak dat e Den yo ' make a wish . An '  a f t ah th at 
when yo ' g i t  through , den y o ' come in an ' yo ' burn s andalwood incens e o r  either 
d is Lucky Star - j es '  anything yo ' pre fer burnin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 7 ) ,  
2 7 2 5 : 7 . ] 

2 5 4 3 . Ah us e tah burn de Lucky Stahs .  An' s ome of thes e things , unders tan ' , 
ah would burn de Lucky Stahs f o '  d if f ' runt [ t imes ] . An '  ah would burn f ive fo ' 
gamblin ' an ' ah wou ld burn ' em  b e fo ' twe lve a ' c 10ck - any uneven numb ah ,  b ecus 
ah found fo ' mahs e1f tha t uneven numb ahs wus luckier f o ' me then even numbahs .  
I f  ah would burn ' em  af tah noon ah wou ld b urn ' em  at a unlucky [ even ] hour , an ' 
i t  us e tah br ing me 10 tsa g o od luck . 

( Fo r g amb ling ? )  
Dat ' s  i t .  [Memph is , Tenn . , ( 9 2 8 ) , 15 11 : 3 . ] 
25 44 . F i rs t  is incens e p owd er . Dey takes da t and d ey b urn i t  and den dey 

t ake s - ah don ' t know wher e dey g it dat , but d ey takes a Lucky Star. Wha t  dey 
call a Lucky Star . Dey s p l i t  da t s tar in h alf and dey takes a l i t t le bir thd ay 
candle - litt le b i ta b irthd ay candles , den they puts it on each p ar t  of this s tar 
and let chew burn dat in d ey h ome . Dat ' s  t o keep d e  p o lice away . Now I hear ' d 
several people s ay it worked very good , but s t il l  d e  p o lice d on ' t  [ s top] . 

( Bu t  now that burning the incens e  and th e s tar . Th er e are two d if f erent ways 
of doing that ? ) 

Y es , d er e ' s two diff ' r en t  ways of d oing it , but de Lucky Star suppo sed t o  b e  
d e  b es t .  

(What i s  the Lucky Star? ) 
Det g i t  d e  Lucky Star at Savannah , G eorg ia - b ack in da t time fr om a woman on 

Miner S treet . Dey c alled her L i z z ie H .  Ye s ,  Mr s .  H .  Ah think she g e ts de Lucky 
Stars somewh er es ar ound C inc innati , if I under s tood it . 

(What d id they look like ? ) 
J es t  looked like a little round s omething but they had f our [ f iv e? ] corners -

which dey called Lucky Stars . 
(We l l , were they made out o f  metal or cardb o ard or wha t ? )  

No , i t  g o t s  a s omething like a p owder but it ' s  hard , s ee - i t  was d i f f ' rent 
from d e  incense powd er . Twas a powd er too , bu t i t was d i f f ' rent from the incens e 
and th en it smelled d if f ' rent . I t  smelled kinda swe e t . [ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , 
( 5 4 8 ) , 682 : 1 . ] 

2 54 5 . Ah have run a rooming house an ' ah d idn ' t have no roomers . An '  dere 
was a powd er dey call d e  Sen-Sen Powders . An '  y o ' take that an '  yo ' burn it in 
yore hous e nine mor ning s an ' nights , an ' yore ho us e w i l l  b ecome full o f  roomers . 
Ah h ave tr ied dat e 

(What time in the morning and the night do you burn tha t? )  
B urn i t  abou t s ix ' c lock in d e  morning an '  ab out eigh t ' c lock a t  nigh t . 

[ S t .  P et ersbur g , Fla . , ( 10 09 ) , 16 3 2 : 6 . ] 
254 6 . Hear d o f  that . Well , now , pra ct ' 11y ah no ticed - ah learnt a ll dat 

s ince ah b een heah . Ah no tice dat des e  f e llows , dey gi t dis Hearts Co logne , y e s  
s ir , an ' d e n  d ey us e dis sen-sen whu t  d ey burn . D ey s ay i t ' s  fo ' luck . Dey take 
da t s en-s en an ' put it in dere p o cke t an ' s aturat e dis r ound d er e  ches t an ' d ey 
hat wit d i s  Hearts Co logne . 

(When they go for a j ob ? ) 
Y es s ir . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 12 40 ) , 2110 : 10 . ] 
2547 . Yo ' g i t  chew some sp iritua l i ncense , b urn dat in yo re p l ac e . Bu rn da t 

on Fr iday . On Tuesday burn su lphur . Now , dat ' 11 b r ing peop le to yore p lace . 
[B runswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 4 ) , 19 8 2 : 4 . ] 



704 - Memoir s of Alma Egan Hya t t  Foundation -

2 548 . Yo '  take sulphah an ' sugah tuh draw luck to yo ' .  Yo ' take sulphah an ' 
sugah an ' b urn it on d e s t ove , see , or somethin ' h ot . Jis ' sulphah an ' s ug ah an ' 
mix it up an '  b urn it an ' i t  wi ll draw luck to yo ' .  An '  when yo ' wants a quick 
way tuh sit a small piece of money , yo ' lights yo ' a - ah c ain ' t think o f  the 
name o f i t .  Anything will do j i s ' since i t ' s  inc ense . L igh t de incens e an ' p ut 
i t  on yo re b ed - p lace it on yo re b ed , "I n  de Name of de Father , S on an ' Holy 
Ghos t , "  an ' put i t  in a whi t e  s aucer . An ' in less time d en three h ours somebody 
wil l  give yo ' a piece o f money if it ' s  nuth in but a ni ckel o r  s omepin o th ah lak 
d at - a nickel or a dime . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (9 4 7 ) , 1527 : 14 ;  inf o rmant a woman . ]  
---2549 .  I t ' s  kind o f  like a s t ick th at th ey mad e or some th ing like that . Wel l , 
they has a l i t t l e  concern like - l ike where he cu t  - i t  j us t ab out a l i t t l e  cup -
j us t  s i t s  ther e j us t  like a fing er I hold up . 

(I see . ) 
Well , you s et that [ s tick ] in h ere and b urn it and the smoke goes up and af ter 

the hou s e  is full of smoke , why , they put s that out and let that smoke s et t l e  in 
the corner s . That ' s  th e way they do es th at . 

(What do th ey do that for ? )  
Do ' s  th at f or luck . 
( For luck? Wha t kind of candles do they burn? ) 

Yes - they call i t  the Zucky candle . 
(What color is i t ? )  
I t  j us t  ab ou t t he co lor o f  that cig ar [ I  am smoking ] .  
( S or t  o f  a brown co lor? ) 

Yes , s ir . 
( I  s ee .  Luck f or wha t ?  What kind o f  luck? ) 
Luck for your home - y ou know , to keep , to make friends c ome to your home . 
[ Inf ormant is desc ribing what s ome pe rsons call a Zucky candle , a s ti ck o f  

incens e o r  j os s  s t i ck which s ta!ld s in a holder " like a finger I h o l d  up " wi th 
"a li t t le cup . " ]  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 5 7 ) , 103 9 : 5 . ] 

2550 . Th ey burns a - they g o t  someth ing - sweeps your hous e in d e morning . 
Jus t l ike you done bus ines s in her e ,  you sw eeps your p lace out - swe ep all your 
d ir t , all your tra sh one way . You mop i t ,  you mop i t  a l l  one way and th en you 
got some li tt le old incense candles . You burn one in that corner and one in that 
corner , one in that corner and one in that corner , and one on your cash r eg is ter . 

[ Her e f ive cand les form an approx imat e quincunx - see p . 7 l0 . ] 
(I see . And how do you mean by sweep ing this dirt one way ? ) 
All one way - d on ' t  never sweep nothing back tha t away , sweep i t  a l l  one way . 

Jus t like you going thi s away with i t , sweep i t  all that way and mop i t  th e same 
way . 

(I see . And what do you do wi th that s tuf f af t er you g e t  i t  swep t up ? )  
Swe ep i t  righ t  on ou t de door . 
( Sw eep i t  out side th e door? Do you sweep i t  to the f ront of the house or to 

th e b ack o f  the hous e? ) 
Right on ou t d e  f ront . 
( Ou t the front , I s ee .  And you burn these incens e candles in ea ch o f  th e four 

c orners of th e r oom where you are doing bus ines s and put one on cash r eg i s t er ? )  
One righ t on the regis t er . 
(And th at is s upp os ed to br ing in trade ? ) 
Bring in tr ade . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 l 7 ) , 9 88 : 1 . ] 
2551 . ( Candl e  is u s ed f or wha t ? )  
Lu cky f o '  yor e hou s e , tuh bring peop les i n  y o re home . Yo ' b urn i t  a t  s even 

a ' clock , ' l even a ' clock an ' s even at night . Dat ' s  de way yo ' burn dem o Yo ' b urn 
two . I f  yo ' want a b ig c rowd , yo ' burn s even an ' yo ' have ' em  in a row righ t 
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there . Yo '  have ' em  in a thing tuh burn ' em on . An ' i t ' s  ' cord in ' to how many 
yo ' want , yo ' b ur n  d em  many c and les . Ah don ' t  mean de c and les , burn d em  many 
incens e [ s ticks ] . [Memph is , T enn . , ( 15 4 8 ) , 281 1 : 9 . ] 

2 55 2 .  Scrub wi th Red Sea t Lye , tab te s a t t  an ' sugah , b tuein ' .  T ake ab ou t a 
teaspoon of b luein ' and de mo ' sugah , hav e  i t  wh i t e sugah , pure sug ah - half a 
cup , t ea cup of sugah . Burn a li t t le incens e an ' ca t t  'em th�ee time wh ile i t ' s  
burnin ' • 

(What do you c a l l ? ) 
Call yore wish - if yo ' wan ta make a call an ' wanta make yore wis h an ' den 

call . Yo ' kin call a sp ecial pers on or yo ' kin ca l l , " S end me a man . "  Bu t chew 
make dat wish three t imes . 

( Ou t  loud . ) 
Whi ls t i t ' s burnin ' - not le t it go out . Wait unt il i t ' s  burnin ' an ' make i t  

three t imes o n  ther e .  [ This is a ri t e  f o r  roomers . ]  [Memph is , T enn . ,  ( 9 2 5 ) , 
150 2 : 3 . ] 

2 5 5 3 . On boot legg in ' i t  you have to - all boot leggers s crub s at four o ' c lock 
in th e mornin '  b efore de law ' s walkin ' . 

( B ef ore the Lord ' s  walking ? )  
JOCKEY CLUB Yes , s ir . 

( Befor e  the Lord is walking ? )  
B efore th e lawr - like detec t iv es - is wa lking . 

( Oh , b ef ore the law is walking . )  
Jis ' like on your b eat , d ey sc rubs s o  they ' l l pas s  up [ p o l i ce wi ll pass by not 

b o thering you ] . You git dat cinnamon an '  s ugah , an ' you g i t  J ockey C lub an ' y ou 
pu t

,
dat in an ' s c ru� it - s crub your banqu e t t e , an ' wash y ou r  b anqu e t t e , an ' you 

won t never b e  bother . Ah boot 1egg in ' s  f o ' f o r year s an ' never b een c augh t . 
(This is banquette scrubbing , separ ate from hous e s crubb ing . 1 tNew Or1eans , La . , 
(790) , 1102 : 2 . )  

2554 . D er e ' s a root d ey call d e  king of �oots . I f  yo ' have a bus iness , yo ' 
kin t ake dat roo t  an ' br ing i t in heah , yo ' know where yo ' bus ines s at , if i t ' s  

du ll , why yo ' kin have mo ' cus tomers den yo ' kin h and l e .  
KING OF ROOTS (Has tha t root any o ther name? Or j us t  called King of Roots ? )  

King of Roots . I t  gr ows an ' it has th ree li t t le pr ong s - l eave s . 
I t grows s traight up l ike a okra b los som .  I t  has three li t tle okra b lossoms on 
i t , th ree litt le okras yo ' s e e . Yeah , i t  look l ike okr a - pod o f  o kra . 

(L ike the gr een okr a  - like a v eg etab le? ) [ This i s  not okra . ]  
Yo ' kin dig one dem l i t t l e  roo t s  - j es t  hav e  r oom all de way round , yo ' kin 

d ig ' em . Some of ' em is b ig as mah wri s t . An ' yo ' kin j es t  take a small piece 
l ike that an ' pu t i t  in yore p lace of business where y o ' work at an '  yo ' d  hav e 
mo l peop le heah den yo ' kin handle . [ Wayc ross , Ga . ,  ( 1 126) , 1 8 3 2 : 1 . ] 

2 5 5 5 . Yo ' take a wh i t e  man and he like a king snake , an ' yo '  take a nigge� 
an ' he like a b lacksnake . Al l r igh t , den .  Now ah want show you . Now yo ' take 

dat - you k in g i t  dus t . You d on ' t have to g i t  nuthin 
KING SNAKE - BLACKSNAKE b u t  that g�avey�d dus t and car ry dat and thr ow  it down 

a l l  by yo ' [ his ] do ors tep where he g o t t a  c ome in a t . 
And suh ,  i f  he c ome in d er e , ah pray to d i e  - j e s '  as so on as he wa lk up dere his 
mind will chang e .  Ah don ' t  ker e  if s omeb ody s on [ God ' s Son? ]  in der e . [ Penciled 
not e on or iginal transcrip t ion r eads " to keep law away . " 1  [Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , 

( 6 0 3 ) , 78 2 : 4 . ]  
L ICE 25 56 . Dere lucky , so ah h eah de womens s ay .  Ah wou l dn ' t nevah foo l wi t  

' em , b u t  ah ' v e  s eed women buy ' em . Ah ' v e  s e e  ' em  pay h igh as a $ 1 . 50 
ap iece f o ' dem o [ They wer e cheap er 50 years earli er - s ee No . 2417 , p . 67 2 . ] 

(What kind of cr ab s ? )  
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Dey call ' em  a he an ' a s he . 
(What are they body c rab s or head crab s ? )  

Yes , crab s o f f  o f  ' em .  
( Fr om the body . Wha t do they do wi th t hem? ) 
P u t  ' em on ' em . Dey say dey g ives 'em luck - dat makes ' em  lucky i f  d ey keep 

dem on ' em . But ah ' ve nevah used none o f  thos e .  Ah always t ry t uh gi t rid o f  
all d at g i t  on me . [Memphi s , T enn . , ( 1 5 30 ) , 2 7 3 8 : 5 . ] 

2 5 5 7 . Yo ' kin g i t  crab s  - de crab dat b e ' s on p eop le i n  de haid - an ' t ake 
dem crab s  an ' keep ' em an ' yo '  kin win every game . 

(Wher e do you keep th em? ) 
Keep ' em  in yore p o cke t . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 9 2 ) , 2 6 6 2 : 10 . ] 
2 5 5 8 . [ Lye , a pro tec tion ag ains t evi l  (p . 4 5 9 f . ) , i s  u s ed by i t s elf and in 

many comb inat ions . ]  
I f yo ' got a enemy anywher e  roun ' , yo ' g i t s  a box o f  po t as h  - j i s t  1ak i f 

LYE ah wus fix i n '  i t  up fo ' someone , ah have them tuh b r ing me a b ox of po t as h .  
I f they though t they had a enemy round wus g o in ' d o  ' em  any harm , any thing , 

ah would have yo ' b r ing me a b ox o f  potash an ' ah would take thi s  potash an ' f ix 
i t  up in a liquid an ' den put so much o f  it in a b o tt le an '  g iv e  i t  t o  yo ' . Yo ' 
wou ld take d i s  home an ' g i t  up in d e  mawnin '  b ef o '  de s unri s e  an '  yo ' would sweep 
yore s t eps wi t it - sweep yore s t eps an ' repeat d e  P s a lms ab out d e L ord makin ' me 
lie on gr een pastures . De mawo in '  yo ' git up an ' sweep yore s t ep s  wi t d is 1ye
wat er , yo ' put a l i t t l e  b i t  in a bas in o r  s omepin an ' j es ' dip yore broom in i t 
an ' sweep i t  an ' say de P s a lms . An ' da t  will keep anybody from d oin ' any harm 
to yo ' - keep yo ' havin ' · good luck . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 5 6 ) , 2130 : 10 . ] 

2 5 5 9 . To keep the law away , ah would g et me s ome of van-van , g et me s ome lye ,  
some b lueing wa t er , and ah would g o  t o  mah b anqu e t t e  and ah would s c rub i t  ev ' r  -
j us t  wherev er around mah doo r ,  I would keep i t  - whi te - whi t e - whi t e  - whi t e  as 
snow . And keep it - sc rubb ed - s cr ubbed - s crubb ed - and th ey never come across 
the door . Any t ime he come ther e , throw your wat er each way ev ' ry mo rning for 
nine morning s  - throw your wa t er this away - bucket o f  wa ter this way - and that 
way - and he never come in your p lace . 

(How - whi ch way do you throw the wa ter now ? ) 
Righ t - if you l iving and your f ront door thisaway , you throw one thi s  way ,  

and you throw one that way , and one thi s way . 
(You throw one out the f ront doo r , one to the right , and one to the lef t ? ) 
Tha t ' s  right - for nine mo rning s . You keep i t  up . 
( For nine mornings . )  
(Jus t p lain wa te r ? ) 
Jus t p lain wa t er . 
(Or j u s t  s crub wat er ? )  
P l ain wa t er . 
(Jus t  three bucket s ? ) 
Three b ucket s - thisaway and thi s way and . 
(You j u s t  scrub with the o ther s tu f f ? )  
That ' s  righ t - sc rub with t he o ther s tu f f . 
( I  s ee . ) [New Or leans , La . , (8 7 7 ) , 1 4 39 : 5 . ] 
2560 . I f  yo ' don ' t want d e  law tuh come to yore hous e , yo ' u s e  dis conc en

t rat ed lye an ' burn incens e .  Dat concentrat ed lye g o in ' ke ep ' away all evils -
a l l  kinda dir ty a c t s  an ' doin ' s ,  j es t  lak i f someb ody int end in ' tuh sprink Ze 
s omep in fa ' yo ' .  Why , if yo ' don ' t want it d one , or yo ' heard tell of nobody 
do it , yo '  s crub s yore hous e w i t  lye , o r  if yo ' mop de f ront o f  y or e po ' ch wi t 
lye , ain ' t no law c omin ' d er e .  Prac t ' lly , ain ' t  nobody g oi n ' do no harm becaus e 
tha t lye d rives away all evi l thing s . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 15 3 7 ) , 27 7 8 : 6 . ] 
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2 5 6 1 . Fo ' luck aroun ' mah home lak tha t , tuh keep th e laws o r  anything lak 
that f rom b otherin ' me , if ah wus a-hust Zin ' or b oo t leg�in ' , ah would t ake an ' 
g i t  me some lye an ' g i t  me some s ugah all ' lay i t  undah mah do ' s t ep an ' spr inkle 
it all roun ' de house an ' on de ins id e an ' dat will keep de laws away . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 5 4 ) , 1 53 9 : 24 . ] 

25 6 2 . Keep that p la c e  scrubb ed wi th that s ugah , Red S eal Lye ab ove a ll - a 
cup o f  sugah an ' Red Seal Ly e  [ and ] don ' t evah let soap touch d e  f lo ' f o ' cus
tomers . [ Why? Th ey could or would s l ip away . ] 

( I f you want to g e t  roomers you do the s ame th ing ? )  
Y es suh ,  an ' keep soap away . [Memphi s ,  T enn . , ( 9 2 5 ) , 1503 : 3 . ] 
2 5 6 3 . Like th is [bus ines s ] burns [ f lour i shes ] h ere and that one over there 

[burns ] - well , i f  that b urns out and the t rade here - he a in ' t  go t  no trade 
here . And I ' ll t ell you I always seen it did , and I ' ve did it myself during 
P rohib i t io n .  I ' d  s crub my place out - you s ee , sweep i t  out g ood . and s crub i t . 
But as I s aid before [ in ano ther s tatement ] ,  I ' d  sweep in all the t ime , though -
never sweep ou t . Sweep in .  Wh en you sweep , you take and get you nine b uckets 
of wa ter . You g e t  you a box o f  lye , g e t  a b o t t le o f  ammonia - g et you a bo t t le 
o f  ammoni a  and a b ox of lye and us e nine buckets of wa t e r . 

You pu t your lye - you t ake lye and you spr inkle it all around your f loor 
firs t .  See . You throw a bucket o f  wat er to your righ t , one to your left , but 
a lways throw i t  ins�de . S tand at your door and throw your wa ter . Don ' t never 
l e t  your wa t er go out your door - throw that in your d oor , see . And when you 
s t ar t s  s crubb ing your p lace , you s crub to the back .  S tart r i gh t  a t  the f ron t of 
your door but be ba cking up all the t im e . Don ' t never walk - b a ck up , s ee .  As 
you s crubbin ' ,  b ack up . When you s t art sweepin ' ,  then you face your place -
going in a l l  the t ime ,  but don ' t  us e over nine buckets o f  wa ter . 

And a f t er you s crub your p lace g ood and you get i t  dr ied out , you puts you 
some c innamon and s ugar down .  You g e t  you - I think it cos t s  t en o r  fi f t een 
cents for a b ox of i t , you g e t  you s ome of that incense and you ligh t th at and 
you b urn that in your place . 

Now , af t er you go t  all the ins ide of your p lace s traigh tened out and s crubb ed 
clean , you come to your banquet t e  [ s idewa lk ] . You g et o n  the out s ide and you � 
nine mor e buckets of wa ter on the out s ide . Now , you swe ep both ways th er e .  All 
the time sweep to your door , you s e e . You sweep thi s away [ to th e r igh t ] , you 
sweep to your door ; you sweep thi saway [ to the lef t ] ,  you sweep to your door . 
See . Now , sweep your wat er to your door - don ' t  sweep it in the plac e ,  b u t  sweep 
i t  to your door and let i t  run down to the di tch i ts elf . And then you sprinkle 
your cinnamon and your sugar again . S e e .  Bu t you spr inkle i t  to your door and 
throw i t  f rom your door - throw i t  in , see . 

Well , that make that trad e  come a cross over ther e to her e . And that ' ll make -
you ' ll g et all the bus iness ov er here . And , i f  you s ee where you can ' t  do no 
good ther e ,  j us t  go over ther e and spr inkle you s ome salt after you done s crubbed 
your place - but you have to pay someb ody [ to do i t ] . Get th em to go over there 
and throw some s al t  down , and i t ' ll caus e a b ig row ov er there . See , wh en they 
s t art to rumpus over the re , everyb ody wil l  run over her e  to thi s p lace here . 
[New Or leans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1248 : 1 . ] 

2564 . T o  draw in cus tomer , yo ' gi t chew - lak dat chur e  front do ' d ere , yo ' 
g i t  chew a can of [Red ]  D evil Lye , po tash , an ' yo ' g i t  ch ew a handful of tab le 
sa lt an ' pu t i t  r ight on top of dat can , an ' yo '  take a ice pick or s omep in an ' 
chunk hole all in d e  top of d e  can , an ' j es '  lay dat r igh t on top , a t  twe lve 
� ' c lo ck , an ' bury it r igh t in front under yor e s t ep or righ t in f ront of yor e 
gate . An ' one tuh de b ack . D ey ' ll b e  comin ' in . 

Tell yo ' whu t  chew d o  wit dat e Yo ' take dat same potash an ' yo ' take thr ee 
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� - three cans . Take de cans an ' open i t  an ' put i t  in a boi lin ' pot of wa tah 
an ' j es '  boil i t  in dat wat ah an ' j es '  go a ll roun ' yore hous e an ' sprinkle i t  
a ll roun ' yore house - all in d e  d ir t , all out in d e  f ront of yore d o ' , righ t 
d er e  in de front of yore do ' .  An ' yo ' g i t  chew a box o f  spice a$ ' yo ' gi t chew 
a pa ckag e o f  sulphur an ' yo ' mix all that together an ' tab le salt) an ' ev ' ry 
mawnin ' b ef o ' sunr i s e  yo ' j es '  go on an ' sprinkle it righ t out chure gate d er e  -
throw i t  ou t  dere , turn yore b ack an ' do n ' t look back an ' walk on back in yore 
hous e .  Dey ' l l nevah - dey ' ll come an ' j es '  b e pas s in ' by all de t ime . 

(That is to keep the law away ? )  
Yes s i r  - keep de law away . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1224) , 2081 : 4 . ] 
2565 . Ah ' m a b o t t l egger mahself - dat ' s  how come I mos ' ly knows s ome of them 

things . Yo ' d on ' t need nu th in but t ake yo ' a can of p o tash an ' a box of r ed 
pepper and d ig s  yo ' a hole r ight befo ' yore s teps - round ho le j es t  enough to 
fit d e  can . And take i t  and take de red pepp er and s e t  i t  righ t  on de lid of 
da t c an , and set i t  down and bury it right dere b e f o ' yore s t eps .  

(Y ou s e t  this can o f  what ? )  
Po tash . 
(Up - upwards ? )  
Dat ' s  i t . 
(And you t ake the r ed pepper and do wh at ? )  

Pu t i t  ups id e  down o n  d a t  can . 
(And cover i t  up . That keeps the law away . )  [ J a cksonville , Fla . , ( 5 88 ) , 

7 55 : 3 . ] 
2566 . D ey would g i t  two cans of ly e an ' ab out midnigh t in de nigh t , nob ody 

sees yo ' ,  yo ' d ig s  a ho l e  und erneath ea ch one of yo ' s t eps an ' put de can d ere . 
But d on ' t s top d e  can tigh t , let it b e  s lant , an ' yo ' cover i t  up kinda l igh t ly -
you know , where dat s cent and dat s tr eng th kin come out . An ' d ey tell me i f  
dey ' d  come dere and s tart , d ey wouldn ' t  come n o  farther than that do ' . 

( That keeps the law away . )  
An ' he ' ll ask yo ' ques tions . [ J a cksonville , Fla . , (596) , 7 69 : 1 . ] 
25 67 . You take cinnamon , parsley and you g e t  you s ome sugar , Jockey Club , 

Mary Garden per fume and oil o f geranium , you pu t that in th ere t oo , and you put 
all that together and you pu t it over in the eas t s ide of 

MARY GARDEN PERFUME the corner in two cups , and you mix all that up - toge ther , 
chop i t  up and put i t  in a cup and s e t  i t  in a corner , and 

they [ law] ain ' t go ing to b o ther you . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 859 ) , 1366 : 15 . ]  
2 56 8 .  Your bus iness g e t  kinda dul l ,  j us t  open your half p in t o f  whi skey 

MENSES or pint , or quart or whatever you want , and take s om e  of your month li es , 
c lear i t , and put two or thr ee t ea spoonfuls in i t  and whensomever they 

come in g ive ' em  a d r ink and that ' ll draw your t rade in . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 5) , 
1579 : 3 . ] 

25 69 . Ah heard ' em  t ell if yo ' want people tuh come b ack to buy whiskey from 
yo ' - if d ey  come der e tuh drink some whiskey , j es '  b e fo ' , t ake an ' put chew s ome 
urinate in dat whis key , yo '  und ers tand , or ei ther some of yore monthly dis charge . 
I f  yo ' s a man , put some urinate ; if yo ' s  a woman , pu t s ome minis tration in der e  
an '  wh en dey c om e  i n  d er e  drinkin ' ,  deY ' ll come b ack . D ey j es '  hang onto yo ' -
dey can ' t go nowhere else s eem lak . Dey j e s ' c ome to yore p lac e o f  bus ines s .  
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1398) , 2518 : 3 . ] 

257 0 . Dey take dere month ly s i ckness an '  put nine d rops in s ome whiskey an ' 
keep i t  s aved back an ' whenevah yo ' sweeth eart come or somepin lak da t  yo ' go out 
lak yo ' gain ' a f ter d e  whiskey , an ' yo ' add some o f  that whut chew got - put in 
that fa ' h im .  

(That ' s  f or love . )  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 25 6) , 2 131 : 2 . ] 
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2 5 7 1 . The s eed of parad is e . [See marg in- title Paradi se Seed . ] Th en you kin 
get codfish balls . That ' s  what you get - dr ied codf i�h ,  that ' s  r igh t dri ed cod
fish . You put the seed of paradis e and the codf ish t�ether and th at fas t  Zuak 

together , cinnamon and sugar . And you mus t  get l5¢ of sugar , 
MONDAY you must g et l5¢ o f  codfi sh ,  and you - everything you buy you 

FIRST IN MONTH mus t get l5¢ . And you boil that . Then you take - you mus t 
scrub b efore s ix o ' clo ck in the morning . What I mean by s ix ,  

I don ' t mean that you g o  at thr ee o ' clock in the morning . I mean two or three 
minutes b efor e  s ix - and the bell be ring ing , you be scrubb ing there . 

( I  s ee . )  
And you scrub and go out of  your door . You take and you g et  you s ome whole 

g rain r ic e and take and b e  walking there throwing , throwing it th ere any p lace 
like - in all four of your corners . 

(How do you throw that rice? ) 
Jus t  take it in your hand [demons t rates ] . 
(Yes ? ) 
You sprinkle i t on the s idewalk and when you be coming in , you walks a long 

walk b ackwards like this , and then you walks over in this corner and you take it 
and th row it over your left shoulder . 

(You throw it over your left shoulder . Yes ? )  
And g o  in this corner and you thr ow it over this lef t should er , and throw i t  � 

here over your left shoulder . 
(You throw i t  in all four corner s .  I s ee . )  
That ' s r ight . And onc e in a while - you know wh en you be  cleaning up some of 

i t  go ing to come out , but you make sur e the firs t morning , and the next morning 
put some more there . 

(I see . What did you say about when you do  this ? )  
I t  must  b e  done b efore s ix o ' clock in morning when some of the bells ring . 
( All right . What then ? When? What day? )  
What day that mus t  b e  done? On the f ir s t Monday in the month . [ New Orleans , 

La . , (881) , 145 2 : 1 . ] 
25 72 .  The best thing you can do t o  keep the law away from your p lac e - you 

sees what they call nutmeg . You use dry nutmeg after you scrub your place good -
scrub it thoroughly ,  c lean - and walk . Take you two who le balls o f  

NUTMEG nutmeg and gr ind them and when you walk out of your place , sprinkle that 
stuff yours elf ; sprinkle one on the righ t s ide of the door and one on 

the lef t s ide of  your door - out wi th nutmeg , out the door . Af ter that is stayed 
down ther e all day , that night scrub ; s crub out your building out side , s crub it 
outward . Don ' t scrub it  in , scrub it out , and you ' ll hav e  no troub le wi th no 
law . But if , i f  ever an of ficer come to your p lace - he ever come to your p lace 
that they - when they going to make that visit , take that nutmeg that you ground 
and sprinkle that b ehind him af ter he go out . Sprinkle i t  behind him and le t 
that j us t  b e  down there ' till morning . And s c rub your building , but s c rub it  
out - don ' t ever sweep it in . [New Orleans , L a . , ( 828) , 1217 : 2 . ]  

2 5 7 3 . You are bootlegging and want cus tomer s . You go , you git some good -
some sugar . Git you s ome cinnamon powder and you g i t  you s ome Zuak - s ome van

van .  S ee .  You take it and put it in a bot tle and you boil  it - see , 
PARSLEY pars ley .  

(Yes . )  
You take some p ars l ey and you take all that [ other ingr edients ] and you put it 
down in a pot and you boil it - let it boi l about a solid hour b efore you take 
it out . And you take i t  ou t ,  you take you a who le quart - boil it firs t , boil 
it  down to a quart . Th en you take and you go t o  th e a lley ga te - s ee ,  go to your 



710 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

gate or whatever it is and when you g it ther e you s tart to sprinkie i t  backwards , 
you know , coming b ack to the hous e . See , j us t  like you walking and you wa lk back 
[backwards ] .  Jus t have your mind on what you want and sprinkle it down , and you 
go right on th e ins id e and you put s  your bottle down . The next few minutes you 
see cus tomers startin ' comin ' in . [New Or leans , La . , (87 1) , 14 12 : 4 . ] 

2574 . When I was in Washington [D . C . ] about 19 00 , I played at a fast-house ,  
I p layed a pyana [ pie-ana] in de red light dis trict . Every morning the gir ls 

PEANUTS 
would go to wo rk and dump their ur-een together , you see , in one pot , 
and go to work and take it  and wash de  front [ entrance]  off real good 
every mo rning .  And I use to ask them what dey do i t  fer and dey s aid 

dat was to draw trade . Well , I think it did ,  becus d ag-gone- it dey c rowded in 
ther e - senators . 

(Was it a whit e  fas t-house ? )  
Yes sir . And in dem fast-houses d ey wouldn ' t  let you bring no peanuts in 

there .  No t a peanut . No s i r !  [ Snow Hi ll , Md . , ( 9 3 ) , 11 : 1 . ] 
2575 . Then you scrub your place . But you go to , say to a drug stor e ,  and the 

f irs t thing you g et - ther e ' s  some thing that is commonly used that everyb ody know 

PEROXIDE 
bu t very f ew  us e i t .  You s ee ,  the thing that w e  u s e  i s  peroxide -
that regular form of p eroxide . Well , when it be ' s  in a powder f irst 
f rom the salt [ oxide] , you take you a t easpoonfu l of peroxide in a 

bucket of water . You take a half tablesp oonful o f  salt and a who le tab lespoonful 
of sugar . [Three ingredients . ]  Mix that and dissolve it good and s crub all your 
place . But sweep ins ide - don ' t never sweep nothing out chure door . 

But get fresh wa ter . Don ' t get no water that is - try to c atch wa ter that ' s  
rain wat er , don ' t  get no water from the hydrant . G et you fresh rain water in 
that bucket and at night you s crub that place . S crub it at nigh t ,  don ' t s crub it 
in the day . Scrub it after sundown and s crub it  inward in your building and 
sweep that wat er r ight on back through your building . And then if you got any 
mop , mop up after that dry .  Then clear out your plac e , mop up - sweep with any 
other water you wanta af ter that . But scrub that over and let that dry in your 
bui lding . 

You take j us t  a half a tab lespoonful of s alt and a tablespoonful of  sugar and 
a half a teaspoonful of ordinary p eroxide that you us e from the drug s tore on the 
s ore . And s crub in your building - not out chure building , in your building .  
That ' s  th e way you increas e your bus iness . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 28) , 1217 : 1 . ] 

257 6 .  Take some salt , a li ttle pinch of salt , an ' a drop of turpentine an ' 
put it in each corner of de hous e an ' put a drop o f  turpen tine righ t  in de middle 

of de flo ' . [This of cours e i s  a quincunx - here a magic one . ] Da t 
QUINCUNX will make de house lucky f o ' yo ' f or anything yo ' wanta do mos ' . 

( If you want to  sell anything ? )  
Yes . [ For quincunx , see No . 2550 , p . 7 04 . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346) , 23 28 : 15 . ] 

2577 . I t ell you what you g et .  You get this y er e  - you get - you get s ome -
you s ee that red , pure red , red brick . You got to go to the drug s t or e  to get 

RED BRICK 
REDDING 

�. I t ' s  powd ered br ick . Well , you get  that pure red , red brick . 
(That ' s  called redding? )  
Yeah . 
(All right . )  

You g et that pure , red , red brick.  You g et you a bottle of es sence of cinnamon 
f rom - from Cr ackerj ack Drug S tore . Af ter you get that es sence of cinnamon , you 
turn round and you get you a box of love p�dep and you , mix that with that , and 
you gets this here - what do they call that s tuf f ?  There ' s another powder you 
get too . I t ' s  van-van. 

( I s  it a powder ? )  
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No , it ' s  a liquid . Van- van is a liquid . You mix that together and you take 
nine b ucke ts of water and you wash that place wher e your place of busines s at . 
And when you wash that p lace of business wash it wi th nine buckets of wat er , and 
then after you wash that place with nine buckets of water , don ' t s ay nothing to 
nobody when you wash that - don ' t even tell nobody good morning atall when you 
washing that place , and it going to smell very nice when you wash it , and peop le 
going j us t  pouring in . 

(You put this mixture in the wa ter? ) 
In the water and wash i t  - wash that p lace with that . [ Se e Red Br ick Powder , 

p . 470 . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1111 : 5 . ]  
2578 . Well now , the way yuh have to do . You g i t  de cap ' un [ cap tain o f  the 

polic e ]  of the presint [ precinct ] name , then you ' ll burn his name in this same 
s tuf f  - honey an '  cinamint [ c innamon ] .  Then you ' ll take honey , c inamin t , an ' 
you ' ll s cr ub wit dat e An ' when you g i t  through , you ' ll take j is ' plain cinamint
wa ter wit dat , an '  you spr inkle roun ' your front doah wit i t . You take you some 
brick - red b rick - b eat up f ine . You done put verb ena-water wit dat brick - red 
br ick - an ' sprinkle i t  aroun ' your doah wit sugar , brown sugar .  The law won ' t 
come . [New Or leans , La . , (802) , 1119: 2.] 

25 79 .  You is b oot legging or anything l ike that and you want customers . You 
get  you some [ sounds like ped 'nin ' = Peddening] . 

( Red ink? ) 
Looks red like grapes .  You ge t you s ome red ' nin ' [ r eddening ] and you get you 

some Zucky �epfume and you get  you s ome van-van and s crub your hous e Wednesdays 
and Mondays and Fridays - three times a week , and you throw the water in the 
street . And you see by you �ot all that in your wat er s crubb ing with , that draw 
the crowd righ t  into you . I v e  s een that did . [New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 
1087 : 5.] 

2580 .  T ake cinnamon , brown sugah , peddenin ' - it ' s j is ' 1ak a powder but it ' s  
red , an ' yo ' scrub s wi th that . Yo ' scrub with dat powder s an ' dat br ing s yo ' 
luck . [ Thr ee ingredients . ] [Alg iers , La . ,  ( 1596) , 3002 : 6 . ] 

2581. Ah heard yo ' burn red peppah in yore s t ove . 
RED PEPPER (What would that do ? ) 

Say dat wou ld keep de police away • • •  when yo ' do in '  anything , burn i t  
i n  de hous e der e an ' l e t  d e  smoke out i n  de  s tr eet d ere - keep de poleece ' way 
f rom yo ' .  Yassuh , if yo ' sellin '  anything . [See Red Pepper , p . 47 0f . , and red 
pepper in Salt and Comb inations , p . 473 f . ] [Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1472) , cylinder 
j us t  after 2651 . ]  

2582 . Yo ' kin dpess de hous e ,  ' sposed tub b e  wit ric e - raw ric e .  Hous e kin 
be dressed wi t raw rice - whole grain rice , no breaked rice . Yo ' kin go tuh work 

an ' yo ' kin take a t easpoonful of raw r ice an ' put it in each one of yore 
RICE shoes an ' wear i t  in der e 7 2  hour s an ' then yo ' kin take an ' spr inkle i t  

all ovah yore flo ' . Dat ' s  one o f  de highe s t  luck things da t ah evah used , 
an ' ah ' m  goin '  on 50 yeahs in i t . 

(That ' s  to b ring in customers . Well , do you us e that with this wat er or us e 
i t s epar ately ? )  

Well , dat ' s  s eparately . 
(That wat er is one way of  bringing them in? And the rice is ano ther way? ) 
Rice is one of de high es t .  Ah don ' t reckon yo ' heard ' b ou t  dat e [ S avannah , 

G a . , ( 127 7 ) , 217 2 : 1 . ] 
2583. Yo ' take tab le s alt an ' yo ' s tar t with de r ight han ' corner of yor e 

SALT hous e an ' yo ' put j es '  a little pinch in each corner . An' if yo ' tell -
yo ' s ay whut chew want to be done when yo ' go roun ' wit dis . Yo ' go right 

on roun ' an ' keep to d e  right all d e time . Everything will b e  all right . 
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(That will b ring in trad e  if you are bootleg g ing ? ) 
Y es . [Right-hand aornep as you f ace the f r ont of the hous e .  This is a r ever

s ing rit e - anti-clo ckwis e  c ircumambulat ion - rever s ing known b ad luck or unknown 
s pell cas t  upon house or bus ines s . ] [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2 51 2 : 10 . ] 

2 5 84 . Wal , d ey  said dey - early in d e  mo rnin ' b efo ' sunris e  dey get a package 
of salt and d ey ' d  g o  to de front d o ' and make a c ro s s  mark ; one mark s traigh t  and 
' nother acros t i t , an ' throw d e  salt in dose lines . And by doing dat why dey 

keep de law away . I f  de law come , why he ' d  come smiling and it won ' t  b e  any th ing 
to i t  - won ' t ' r es ' ' im an '  won ' t car ' ' em down [ to j ai l ] . [ For cross of salt , 
see No . 147 2 ,  p . 47 7 ; No . 2 60 2 , p . 7l4 . ] [Jacksonville , F la . , ( 563) , 70 1 : 2 . ] 

2 58 5 .  An ' if yo ' sellin ' likker , i t ' s  a s imple thing an ' i t  don ' t co s t  but a 
nickel - spill sal t . Git ch ew a b ox o f  s al t - S -A-L-T . An ' yo ' sprinkle from de 
corner o f  yore hous e or yor e fence lak dat , chew know , round dat way an ' cus s 
' em - yo ' know , cal l  d em  b y  dere names an ' curse them o u t  an ' they cannot ent er 
yore premi s es . Dey can ' t come dere . 

(You b eg in to spr inkl e th at sal t  d own where? ) 
J es ' lak , yo ' see , where did lot run . Yo ' sprinkle i t  from r igh t in f ront of 

yore do ' right s tr aigh t on ' cros s . 
( Ju s t  in fr ont of your property? ) 
An ' cus s ' em  out . Turn roun ' lak dis yo ' s ee [ d emons trates ] ,  cus s ' em ,  "Don ' t 

come in mah hous e . " Cus s ' em ou t - talk nasty to ' em . J es ' lak dat an ' turn 
yore back an ' don ' t look b ack . Keep talkin ' to ' em ,  "An '  don ' t come b ack:-Don ' t  
come t ub  mah house . "  .. Se e .  An ' dat ' s easy tuh b e  done . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 ) , 
2342 : 2 . ] 

2586 . Yo ' use s alt an ' sugah an ' yo ' mix th at together . Dis heah ole-timey 
salt is de b e s t  s alt - dis B lueb ird S alt . An ' yo '  j is '  throw it [ salt and sugar ] 
roun ' yore hous e - j is '  throw i t  out , a ll roun ' yo re hous e . A man dat us ed tuh 
live nex ' d o ' tuh me h e  s old whiskey a l l  de time an '  dat ' s a l l  he us'e . [Memphis , 
T enn . , ( 938) , 1519 : 3 . ] 

2587 .  Now d e  way yo ' do dat - yo ' j es t  g i t  chew some tab le salt an ' s troll 
round yore do ' s t eps an ' mix i t  wit a lit tle ashes an ' s t rew i t  all round yore 
do ' s tep . An ' y o ' g i t  chew some saltpeter an ' us e yore ahambep Zye all round dat 
hous e . An ' den yo ' r ead - r ead d e  2 3rd Psalms an ' den yo '  won ' t  have no t roub le .  

(You won ' t have any troub le with the law? And anybody can ' t  do you h arm if 
you are in bus ines s ? ) 

Shor e - no , no . An '  us e dat stu f f  in yore shoes - dat pepp er an ' s al t . 
[Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1118) , 1795 : 6 . ] 

2588 . Tuh make people tuh buy from yo ' - yo ' has a s to ' , yo ' know , an ' yo ' 
want ' em tuh buy . Yo ' kin j es '  take an ' us e  de s ame th ings , j es '  around - yo ' 
know in yore s tore , de s ame thing s . Take some sal t . Salt i s  a man . Take some 
salt an ' sulphah an ' peppah [ three ingredi ents ] - that ' s  whut chew goin ' take an ' 
j us t  sprinkle dat round , d en people j es '  f lo ck in . 

(Y ou s aid that saZt is a man? ) 
Yessuh , ah d id - is somethin ' , s a l t  is some thin ' . 
( I t ' s  strong , power ful? ) 

Y es . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 1435 ) , 2 600 : 12 . ]  
2589 . (What did you do ? )  
For me to have cus t omer s wh en I was bootlegg ing ? I didn ' t do nothing b ut 

some thing s imp le . I go t me a quart j ar and I made me up a j ar of salt and s ugar 
wa ter . 

(What kind of water ? )  
Jes t tab le salt and pure sug ar . 
(Y ou j us t  take salt and sugar tog e ther ? ) 
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Yes , in that j ar .  And you take and you spr inkle it from ever what entrance 
they come in at , clean on into the other entrance , and back on and you say a 
verse . You say , "In the Name of the Father , of the Son and the Holy Ghos t ,  g ive 
me luck , succes s  and money . "  And anything that I call for I ' ll get it , and you 
be sprinkling that and saying that verse all the time . Well , you get  plenty of 
customer s  when you do that . When I wa s boo tlegg ing , when I would do that , I 
would have plenty o f  customers .  That worked f or me - yes , sir , that truly worked 
for me . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 1) , 1103 : 11 . ] 

2590 . I f  yo ' wanta sell 1ikker or do any thing 1ak dat an ' didn ' t want de 
police or sherif f or nuthin coming to yore hous e ,  g it  some tab le salt an ' some 
su lphur an ' mix i t  tog ether an '  throw it out chure b ack do ' an ' [ or ]  throw it out 
chure front do ' - whichevah do ' dey ' d come in yo '  know . Jest do dat regular fo ' 
about nine mornings . Whenevah dey come dere , i f  dey was 100kin ' fo ' 1ikker , dey 
wouldn ' t  come no fur ther den de do ' an ' talk to yo ' an ' turn round an ' go on 
back . Dey would nevah search yore house . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1121) , 180 2 : 7 . ]  

259 1 .  (So  nobody will rent this house? ) 
Well , now , see tuh do that yo ' use sal t , ord inary tab le �. Yo ' know whut 

Epsom salts is , doesn ' t  yo ' ?  Well , yo ' mix that together yo ' s ee an ' boil that 
j is '  about two hours into j is ' ' bout a quart of watah don ' t chew know . An ' if 
yo ' could git there , why yo ' d  spr inkle that j is '  righ t aroun ' the do ' s tep , don ' t  
yo ' see - j is '  throw i t roun ' ord ' nary , yo ' understand . 

(What do you put that on the s t eps f or? ) 
Well , yo ' said , "If  yo ' want ed git ' em  ' way . "  Didn ' t  that whut yo ' said ? 
(Who away? )  
The owner o f  th e place . 
(You mean tha t ' s  to keep the landlo rd away ? ) 
Yeah - keep d e  landlord away . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 16) , 1484 : 3 . ]  
259 2 .  Well , yo ' kin g it a box o f salt ,  tab le salt - yo ' kin git two boxes of 

hit an ' yo ' kin dig a hole up undah yore - yo ' have to put de whole b ox in - yo ' 
ain ' t gotta open it , s ee - j es '  put de whole box of salt , tab le salt . Dig about 
three f oot down up undah y ore [ front ] step an ' three foot down , yo ' know , round 
de back [ s tep ] an ' yo ' bury dis s alt , see . An ' then hit s tay ther e  contin ' lly 
b ecause it ' s  s trong - dey say dat ' s  s trong , d e  s alt yo ' know . Say dat ' ll keep de 
law away from der e ,  an ' dat ' ll keep cus tomers in yore place . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  
( 1136) , 1848 : 5 . ] 

2 59 3 . (What do you do to keep the law away? ) 
Us e s alt l ike you dig .  
(Dig sal t ? )  
Uh huh - bury a sack of salt a t  the gate on one sid e and lye on the other 

s id e ,  and they ' ll stay away . 
----(Who will stay away ? ) 

The law . 
(That ' s  for bootlegging ? That wi ll keep them away ? )  
Uh huh . I was selling on Dry Street ' f ore thi s good whiskey came out [ af ter 

Prohibition ] . I us ed to s ell i t  and I kep t  ' em  away .  [New Or leans , La . , ( 79 8) , 
1114 : 7 . ] 

2594 . This man told me if I ' d  ever get in any troub le and wanta skit and g et 
away f rom d e  law , he  told me to take s ome salt and spice and b lack pepper and 
cayenne pepper , and mix i t  all tog ether in a tin can , and take and put some under 
my doorsteps for nine morning , de  back door and f ront door . Dey say regardless 
of how much sand you raise in your house or what choo take in your hous e ,  if any
body try to send de law to your hous e ,  dat dey wouldn ' t  come no farther then de  
f ront steps . [Wilming ton ,  N .  Car . , ( 26 2) , 2 5 8 : 6 . ]  
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2595 . Yo ' kin take salt an ' throw i t  in de fire i f  anyb ody come in de hous e ;  
yo ' ll run ' em  i f  d ey come der e fo ' money .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1103 ) , 17 7 7 : 6 . ]  

259 6 . Ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' right quick now what ah did . Ah was boot1eggin ' 
down in Taylor County [ Florida ] and de sherif f was comin ' on me - and ah ' d  taken 
some salt , j es ' tab l e  salt , and dis here same cayenne p epper - j es '  wropped it  
up in something , you know , and put i t  b ack of d e  heater - 'in a little  .ole heater 
s tove - right back in der e  where it couldn ' t  burn up righ t quick - [ in a p lace 
wh er e I ]  j es '  s tored d e  wood - it wa s in de winter t ime enyway - and d en made de 
fire upon it  and d en when it go to burn , it would burn slow and den th e ashes 
from dat - de smoke of d at goes out , chew see,  and d en as dat goes out it  accumu
lat es in de air and nobody dat comes dere do yo ' no harm - do yo ' no harm . I f  
dey come dere , dey ' ll come dere , shake hands with yuh . 

--

"How do yuh do , Ed . "  
"Jes t fine . How a '  yo ' ? " [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (605) , 7 84 : 7 . ] 
2 59 7 . Hit wus like bumin ' sulphur and salt , and yo ' do that - burn a lit t le 

sulphur and sprinkle a little s alt roun ' de p lac e ,  an ' de law won ' t nevah come 
ar ound . I know of places right chere in Jacksonville and 1 been knowin ' d ey ' s  
been b oot 1eggin ' fer a numbah of - don ' t know how long and de man hasn ' t  nevah 
b een d er e .  It ' s  right what yo ' might s ay on d e  highway an ' d e  man have nevah 
been dere . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 59 7 ) , 7 69 : 7 . ] [ Simi larly ] • • • •  Ev ' ry mornin ' 
when he ' d  get up h e ' d throw sulphur an ' salt on his f loor [ to keep the law away ] . 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 586 ) , 7 52 : 1 . ] 

2598 . I ' v e  heard say then , you could take a s alt when the law comes in your 
hous e .  You kin take sa lt when he star ts out an ' throw i t  out behind him , an ' 
they say he won ' t hardly come b ack to your hous e no more . They say if he comes 
back in , why he won ' t  hard ly arres t  you for no whiskey . [Wilming ton ,  N .  Car . , 
( 298) , 2 24 : 4  & 8 5 . ] 

2599 . Now say dis foo t  tr ack - yo ' could take a person if d ey come to yore 
hous e an ' yo ' do not wants ' em  no mo ' ,  take some of dat foo ts teps [ f oot tracks ] .  
Well , yo ' cou ld take some salt an ' p it ch it behin ' ' em  an ' curse  ' em , wishin ' ' em  
tuh stay away f rom yore home . Well , dey ' ll nevah return b ack any mo ' • • • •  

[ 1  was too quick turning off machine . ] 
(What is that? ) 
Hot footstep - immediat ely d ey  wa lk out . [Usually this is called hotfoot , a 

hotfoot powde� being made for this purpose - see p . 590 . ]  [Algiers , La . ,  ( 1594) , 
29 96 : 2 . ] 

26 00 . Well , ah heard dat chew could take some tab le salt an ' j es t  lak if dey 
could come heah , yo ' be  fixin ' tuh go out an ' dey go b ehin ' yo ' an ' sprinkle dat 
salt b ehin ' yo ' till yo ' git to de do ' an ' tell yo '  tuh , "Go , God damn yo ' . " 
Yo ' ll go . 

(That wi ll make you move out of the house? ) 
Well , yo ' can ' t s tay . 
(They would do that after you leave the house? ) 
No , sir , when yo ' d  be walkin ' out j es '  lak dey ' d  be talkin ' to yo ' an ' y o ' d 

g o  on tub de do ' ,  yo ' s ee dat ' s  de way dey do . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1081) , 175 0 : 2 . ] 
2 601 . Take a box of table salt an ' don '  let nobody use it , an ' ever ' time dat 

he come to her hous e , she take dat s alt an ' throw it b ehin ' him ,  an ' be shure 
when she throw it  b ehin ' him , that ever ' time she throw it , she thr ow it in at 
least one of  his tracks , right or de left , fo ' nine times . An ' after nine times , 
he wouldn ' t  even wanta look after her . Dat ' s  what she wanta s top . [To keep any
one away for any purpos e . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1380) , 2451 : 3 . ] 

2602 . Now , to keep the po liceman away f rom your place , i t ' s  ano ther th ing . 
The f ir s t  one come in to inspect your p lace , it doesn ' t  mean any harm or nothing 
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at all . Well , you do - they want s to s ee j us t  how that p lace goes along . You 
d idn ' t take nothing but salt af ter he gone - you knows , quite natural , you ' s th e 
bos s of the hous e ,  but you gotta represent yourself to him when he  comes to talk 
with you . You j us t  take salt - you go up to him and talk to h im  very ni ce and as 
soon as he turn his back , you j ust throw it at his back . Don ' t  ever let him see 
it - throw that salt three times b ehind him .  Then at the door you put that salt 
cros sways right where he has been s tanding . [ For cross of salt , s ee No . 147 2 ,  
p . 47 7 ;  No . 2 584 , p . 7 l2 . ] 

(You make a cross r ight there . )  
You ain ' t going to see him at that p lac e , I guarant ee you , any more . 
(I see , that wi ll keep the law away . )  
Yes . [New Or leans , La . , (862) , 1379 : 1 . ] 
2603 . When the law of ficer come in yore hous e one time - when he come in 

there that one time ,  as he goes out of there , yo ' mixes yo ' some tab le s al t ,  j es t  
put yo ' de least b it of black pepper in there , and yo '  walk righ t  on behind him 
to d e  door and when he walks out de door yo ' thr ow  that right  in b eh in '  him and 
turn an ' don ' t nevah look back at him and tell him , say , l Iyo ' go , yo ' scamp , � 
ain ' t  got no bus ines s in heah no mo ' • " And dey say that h e  will nevah come back 
dere . [Jacksonvil le , Fla . , (59 2 ) , 7 6 3 : 2 . ]  

2604 . If someone came to yore house an '  yo '  don ' t like f o '  dem to b e  dere , 
wh enevah dey leave , yo ' j est git  up b ehin ' ' em , an ' yo ' kin eith er have yore 
salt an ' p eppah where dey can ' t see it . Wh en dey walk out yo ' j es t  throw it 
all ' long wh ere dey walked at an ' then chunk it toward s ' em  an ' tell ' em , "Don ' t 
come back any mo ' . 1 1 Cours e d ey don ' t hav e  tuh hear yo ' .  Yo ' won ' t  be bothered 
with ' em .  [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 110 7 ) , 1781 : 10 . ] 

2 605 . Dey say dat chew kin take table salt an ' b lack pepper an ' j es t  sprinkle 
it round in yore house an ' j es ' , every time dey come dere , spr inkle it r ound in 
dere hous e an ' in dere tracks , an ' it ' ll git it so dat d ey couldn ' t even stand 
when dey go by dere - d ey come to ha te de place .  

(That keeps them away . )  [ Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 10 7 3) , 1734 : 12 . ] 
2606 . Now , i f  this p erson comes to your hous e  and you don ' t want ' em to come 

no mor e ,  why you j ust take a little p iece of rock salt and put it in your mouth ; 
and if you get a chance , spi t on her dres s tai l or on his coat tai l  and he ' ll 
leave and he won ' t  come back no mor e .  [Princes s Anne , Md . ,  (132) , 49 : 1 . ] 

2607 . I f  they [ unwelcome vis it or ]  leave a handkerch ief , put i t  in a cold tub 
of wat er with salt and that ' ll make them stay away f rom ther e . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  (48) , Ed . }  

2608 . I f  d ey don ' t want d em  dere ,  yo '  j es '  sprinkle salt in de chair where he 
sit  an ' right from de chair on down de s teps , an ' say three bad words behin ' him , 
an' tell him , "Go , ah don ' t want chew tuh come back any mo ' . "  Dat ' ll cer ' inly 
keep ' im ' way f rom d er e .  

(You put the salt in the chair you say? ) 
Yes s ir ,  in d e  chair an ' sweep it on away . 
( Sweep it off the s eat? ) 
Off  de chair , down de seat , right on down de walk , down de s teps , an ' say de  

bad word s when yo '  git  to de g ate . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1353) , 2363 : 6 . ]  
2 609 . Ah go t a boy , mah young es t boy . Ah cain ' t  s tan ' de p ' lice no how . Of 

co ' s e  d ey ain ' t doin '  no hahm [harm] - j is '  s ometime , yuh know , peop le cain ' t  
har ' ly s tan ' ' em .  An ' dis b oy of mine would always b e  in troub le .  Well , a ole 
white lady tole me to go an ' git  a box of salt , cut i t  half in tah [ two ] . Sh e  
said [next time a policeman comes ]  po ' i t  right down an ' sweep it  on out do ' an ' 
t el l  'im to , "Go , you ain ' t none o f  mah fr ien ' . "  An '  ah did it . An ' ' a t  been 
f o ' yeah near ly ; ain ' t nevah b een back to mah hous e s ince . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , 
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( 19 6 ) , 103 : 1+85 . ]  
2610 . Yo ' have dat salt watah in heah , an ' they come to their house an ' they 

g o  out , well , they ' ll take that broom an ' dip it  in that s alt watah an ' j es ' 
sweep i t  righ t out b ehin ' ' em  j es '  1ak dat e 

(That keeps them away? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1563) , 2859 : 10 . ] 
2611 . If  yo ' wanta run someb ody away - well , if yo ' didn ' t want ' em  dere , yo ' 

could t ake red peppah [ smal l piec e ] , table s alt an ' cayenne peppah [ p owdered ] an ' 
take it  when dey go out de  do ' ,  throw it in dere s t eps an ' take yo re b room an ' 
sweep i t  from yo ' , 1ak that [ demons trat es ] , an ' make yore wish , "Ab wish yo ' d  
nevah return b ack heah no mo ' , " an ' sweep it on out . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 
2808 : 11 . ] 

2612 . Git peppah an ' salt , if a person constantly comes to yore hous e an ' 
prob ' b 1y it  a person dat chew don ' t 1ak an ' yo ' don ' t want a insult dem or wants 
dem tuh stay away . Ab ' ve heard dat chew take salt an ' peppah an ' sweep b ehin'  
dem an ' yo ' b urn b 1ues tone an ' sulphur in de do ' dat dey came heah . An ' don ' t 
let ' em  go out dat do ' when dey leaves - send ' em  out through anoth ah do ' ,  dat ' s  
in order dat dey go  in ' cros s  yore hous e .  An ' yo '  burn de sulphur an '  b 1ues tone 
in de do ' dat dey came through an ' yo ' sweep an ' yo ' sprinkle s alt  an ' peppah j 
whereas when dey go out down b ehin ' ' em , sweep it  out that way . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 1 5 ) , 14 83 : 5 . ] 

261 3 . Yo ' take a snail - if he crawl in , along , yo '  picks him up - j es t  1ak he 
craw1in ' dis way , yo ' pick him up an ' carry him b ack . All right yo ' take dis 
snai l an ' yo ' carry him home , an '  yo ' put dis snail in a j ar an ' let him git good 
an ' dry , an '  yo ' goes to someone hous e , or  ei ther is someone come tuh yore hous e 
an ' yo ' don ' t want ' em  roun ' yore hous e .  Yo ' take dis snai l an ' j es '  a little 
b it dis salt when dey goes back out , an ' sprinkle i t  from where dey wus settin ' 
out to de do ' - sweep it on out . Dey can ' t come back dere no mo ' .  

(What d o  you do with that snail? ) 
De snail - yo ' take de snail an ' put him in a j ar an ' let him stay in it  t ill 

he g i t  d ry  up - see . Den yo ' take de whole shell , hull an ' all an ' b eat it up 
fine . Take de s alt an ' put in d ere wit it , an ' righ t where dey ' s  settin ' , yo ' 
j es '  sprinkle from d ere right on out de s teps , an ' yo ' sweeps right on b ehin ' . 
Dey cain ' t come back dere no mo l den .  [ Snai l s lows up unwelcome vis i tor ' s  
return - 8ee Snail , p . 648 . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1367 ) , 2520 : 3 . ] 

2 6 14 .  You take yer graveyard dirt in the morning - like a per s on you ' re dis
satisfied wi th or a man wan ' a leave there , an ' as these peop le come in , you take 
an ' sp rinkle it down b ehind ' em .  An ' then you take urinate water an ' pepper or 
salt an ' sweep . That ' s whut they call 8we epin ' behin ' ' em .  An ' that person 
wouldn ' t  come roun ' you no more . If you do that as much as three times , they ' ll 
never come roun ' you no more . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 35 6 ) , 29 5 : 8+85 . ]  

26 15 . You g i t  up in de morning at s ix  o ' c lo ck and you go out front of  yore 
door and sweep j es t  a litt le , go to de front and sweep de dirt to yuh - de dirt  
into de house , in . Take it up . When you sweeping , you says , "Ah im sweeping -
ah ' m sweeping in de Name of Jesus - ah ' m sweeping in success - ah 'm  sweeping in 
money . " And you take dis dirt  up and you wr ap i t  up and put it  in your business 
place and people dat nevah has come will come . Ah know dat from experience cus 
ah ' ve done dat e 

When you sweep , you are sweeping in your luxuries , you are sweeping in trea
sures ; and when you take de dirt you p lace it in your mind dat you are sweeping 
in money , you are sweeping in success . And when Deborah had los t  her fortune , 
dat ' s  de way ah think it was God prob ' b 1y spoke to her and told her to go out 
and sweep . And when she went out and sweep , things were at 4 o ' aZoak - poo r 
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like . When she went out a nd  was sweeping she found her luxuries and found a 
fortune and den she cal led de  p eop le f rom de neighb orhood to come in and rej oic e  
over de  fortune d a t  she had found sweeping [Luke 15 : 8-9 ] , and dat ' s  de  meaning o f  
what it will do b y  sweeping a t  six ' c lock in de morning . [Washing ton , D . C . , 
(6 28) , 807 ; 10 . ] 

2616 . J is '  lak if yo '  b ring in tr ade an '  de j inx would git  on yo ' . Yo ' take 
a dime an ' git  chew a box of sa ltpeter an ' take yo ' a bath in it - wash down good 

in it . All right , fo ' two or three evenings . Den yo ' s ee how yore 
SALTPETER luck , yo ' know , changes - understan '  [ see No . 149 2 ,  p . 480] . An ' den 

take yore chambe� lye yo ' und ers tand an ' ever ' night ' fore yo ' ,  yo ' 
know ,  g o  tuh b ed , yo ' take yore mop - an ' don ' t take nobody ' s  chambe� lye an '  
j is '  yore own chambe� lye - an ' take an ' always mop it back in yore house . Don ' t 
evah mop it  out . Mop it in - j is '  lak if yo ' s tay upstairs , s tart tuh mopp ing 
down when ever ' b ody got tuh s leep , p lumb on up wit dat chamber Zye .  Dat ' ll bring 
it in . Don ' t evah mop it out though . Dat ' ll bring luck to yo ' . [Here , first  
proprietor and then bus iness is  purified . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 5 2) , 153 8 : 3 . ] 

2617 . For hus t lin ' women - j is '  like women hus t Zin ' - well , you g i t s  some 
chambe� Zye wit granulat ed sug ar an ' saltpeter an '  pu t it [ together ] . In mornin ' 
' for e sunrise in de mornin '  you git up . let chore r ight foot b e  de firs t one to 
hit d e  floor , an ' go in de eas '  cornah , de  wes ' cornah , an ' nort ' cornah an '  
s out ' cornah , an ' sprinkle dat , you know , wit dat luck you done make up .  An ' go  
to de  sun j is '  ' f ore i t  rise an ' make yore wish . Well , ever ' thing will go yore 
way dat day . You ' ll make nice money dat day . [Memphis , Tenn . , (966) , 156 1 : 1 . ] 

2618 . (What would you do to keep the law away ? )  
Well , then ah ' d  get me a can o f  - two o f thes e five-cent metal cans [new cans 

mus t  be used ] . Ah put ' em  b oth full of chambe� lye and put one to de right and 
one to de lef t corner - ah ' d  put one in de front door , b ehind i t , and put one in 
beh ind de b ack door . Then ah would get  me some s altpeter and j es ' go to de sun
ris e  [ f ace eas t ] . Ah ' d  take mah s altpeter and ah ' d  scatt er i t  across de yard an ' 
ah would say , "0 , S t .  P eter - yo ' hear me , St . Peter - yo ' hears a sinner calling 
an ' ah knows , S t . P eter , you hears me . Well , ah wants to tell mah thoughts to 
yuh , C�08S mah yard b o th ways . "  Well , then ah won ' t be worried no more . Dat ' s 
' fore de  sunrise • • •  ah ' d  s et-up a five-cent meta l can to mah f ront door full of 
chambe� lye and ah ' d  set  one to mah back do ' full of chambe� lye . 'Well , when de 
law comes dey won ' t touch mah hous e .  Dey might touch next do ' .  Dey will talk to 
me and speak to  me . Ah nevah be worried one b i t .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 59 1) , 
76 2 : 4 . ] 

26 19 . That ' s  to draw in . 
(In? You mean your rooming hous e? )  
My rooming hous e .  
(You mean to draw p eop le? )  
Yes , to draw .  
(What do you use? ) 
We ll , it ' s  in th e drug s tore here . There ' s  a drug s tore here they call the 

Crackerj ack . He has he and she sa ltpe te� . See . You get thos e  two together and 
you mix ' um and b eat ' um  together . Beat ' um  up fine and you sprinkle ' um from -
like you ' d  come this way and sp rinkle it  up - go  up yore s teps . Bef ore you go up 
yor e  s teps you sp rinkle this way - back to yore door . And then you goes this way 
and come back to yore door and go all the way upstairs . Well . that ' s  supposed to 
draw men and women to yore bus ines s . And that ' s  the one thing I ' ve ever used 
really to do my hous e any good . And hit ' s  b een success ful wi th me and that ' s  all 
I us e .  Lot of p eop le say , "Well , I ' ve had o ther j unk , you know , but that ' s the 
one thing that ' s  been succes sful wi th me . "  
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(Jus t for renting rooms? ) 
For renting rooms - yes , s ir .  
The he and the she sa ltpeter - one ' s long and one ' s  round like a nutmeg { the 

usual he and she symbolism ] . And you b eat them together , mix them together , you 
know , and sprinkle them from the pos ts of your door up the s tairway - if you live 
ups tairs , or either around the house . Which I proves - proves very succes sful . 
{New Orleans , La . ,  ( 848) , 1309 : 3 . ] 

2620 . You can take an ' go to the drug s tore and you g et this rock incent 
[ incens e ] , you get wintergreen and rose watah . And you mix it  up all together in 
a bucket with rivah watah , [ the amount ]  accordin ' to how big  the place is , and 
you wash it down with that and it ' ll draw cus tomers . And then aftah that , go to 
the d rug s to '  and g et you some he and she sa ltpeter , br eak it up in lit tle pi eces 
and sprinkle it  all around the p lace . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 7 ) , 109 7 : 5 . ] 

26 2 1 .  You can g et High John de Conker or Eve-and-Adam [ Adam
SAMPSON SNAKEROOT and-Eve ]  or S ampson snakeroot and keep chewing it and sp it

ting round and make de wishes and they say tha t ' ll keep de 
law from them . [See No . 149 4 ,  p . 480 . ] [ Eli zab eth City , N .  Car . ,  ( 438) , 5 88 : 1 . ] 

2622 . Yo ' take lak if yo ' have a scis sors layin ' down there an ' lak if  yo ' 
have a nice busines s , an ' ah wanta stop yo ' f rom havin ' i t , why ah s t eal yore 

s cissors or yore f ingernail file . An ' ah ' ll take tho s e  righ t 
SCIS SORS CUT LUCK to mah horne an ' ah ' ll put - as ah told yo ' ,  take that there 

p erfume an ' ah ' ll pu t mah ' gredients in there which is the 
sulphur an ' nine grains of red peppah s eed s . Put that in there an ' ah ' ll put d e  
scissors lak if ah g o t  d em  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' ah take ' em  an ' j unk ' em  down 
in d e  ground . All yor e  luck is cut ,  yo ' haven ' t g o t  any mo ' bus iness .  

(You use perfume you say ? ) 
Yes suh , Heart 's PerfUme . [Fayet t evi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1423) , 2568 : 5 . ] 
2623 . Yo ' use dat urinate tuh dress a house with - i t ' s  f ine fo ' dress in ' a 

house . An '  if you ' re bootleggin ' an ' wan ' a  dress a house an ' wan ' a  br ing in yore 
trad e ,  yo ' have to us e sea sa lt an ' urinate .  

SEA SALT (Sea salt ? )  
Dat ' s  de stuff yo ' take a bath wi th , sea salt.  Sho ' yo ' b athe wi th 

it . Whu t chew do , yo ' urinate - only use yore urinate . Well , yo ' take that sea 
sa lt - yo ' have tuh heat dat urinate good , an ' den when it gits cold yo ' put dat 
sea sa lt in dat e See , dat r esolves [ diss olves tho s e ]  li ttle balls [ crys tals ]  in 
dere , af tah yo ' heat i t .  Da t ' s  de r eason yo ' have tuh heat it . An ' d en yo ' j is ' 
clean all roun ' yore house with i t . 

[Sea sa lt is bath salts , perhaps a local trade name . I t  should cons is t  of  
crys tals of s ea salt , probab ly borax to sof ten the water , and aroma t ic sub s tanc es 
f or a p leasant odor . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 36) , 1515 : 7 . ] 

26 24 . I f  you wants to take a bath in water f or success , you s ee ,  you put � 
salt in there and oil of g eranium - any kind of that you pref er for p erfume you 
s ee - in that water . Sea sa lt. Wash yourself down and throw i t  a t  [ toward ] sun
ris e .  Well , that ' ll keep you in good luck . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 14) , 1146 : 2 . ] 

2625 . People they take a dime and some white lodes tone and a needle b roken in 
three parts and you know these lit tle mini ature dice - you want to gamb le wi th 

dice - those lit tle minature dice and s ew  i t  up in a little 
SEVEN-ELEVEN f lannel bag . And you get that Seven-Eleven Perfume , ther e is 

OIL AND PERFu.ME a perfume Seven-Eleven , and you wet that li t t le b ag with that 
Seven-Eleven Perfume and you ' r e  s uppo sed to  throw mos tly s evens 

and e levens with dice . 
And of  course with cards you cut a diamond out of a card and put it  in instead 

of the dice if you want to be  lucky with cards . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 7 3 ) , 15 7 6 : 6 . ] 
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2626 . Seven-Eleven oi l ,  well , tha t ' ll keep you in good luck . [New Or leans , 
La . , (814) , 1146 : 2 . ]  

2 6 2 7 . You use Seven-Eleven Ho ly Oi l , ah gues s . 
(What would you do  with that? ) 
You j us t  spr inkle it around - dat keep de law away . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 704) , 

9 67 : 12 . ]  
26 28 . That ' s Seven-Eleven . 
(How would you handle that? ) 
You put s two drops behind each ear and f ive drops r igh t chere in each shoe . 
( In each shoe or j us t  one shoe? ) 
Jus t one shoe . 
(Which shoe do you put it in? )  
Y our r ight f oot . But you put two drops behind each ear . 
(What do  you use that oil for? ) 
For luck . 
(What kind of luck? ) 
Wel l  j us t , you know - j us t  like you selling something and you wan ' a be  suc-

ces sful with it . Whatever busines s you into . 
(I  s ee .  That ' s  all you have to do ? )  
Y es - just use Seven-Eleven . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 6 7 ) , 105 7 : 8 . ]  
2629 . (Wh at do you do to bring in cus tomer s?  For bootlegging or something? 

Have you heard what they do to bring in the trade? ) 
C er tainly . 

SEVEN-IN-ONE OIL (All r ight . )  
You ' d take that place . For instance , this was th e place right 

her e .  All r ight . You come to me and you s ay ,  "Well , my business is full and 
everybody pass and go to the next fellow . " All right . You say ,  "Now ,  I wants 
you to s traighten this p lace out for me so the people would come in , so  I c ould 
draw cus tomers . "  Well , the f irst  thing is to do - is to go there before the sun
ris e . Scrub that place out from the f ront to the back , ' cause you want luck to 
come in . Scrub it ou t with s oap powder and Oc togen soap . Some people use lye , 
but you don ' t want no lye nowh ere near i t . That ' s my method of US ing i t . You 
scrub i t  out and af ter you scrub it out , you just . 

(You s crub it  with what ? )  
Octog en s oap and plain whit e  powd er , p lain white p owder what they wash c lothes 

with . But don ' t  us e no lye . Some peop le ,  they have · a  tendency to use lye . But 
you mus t know whether there ' s  any thing b een put down there or not . I f  there ' s  
someth ing been put on there to of fset this man - to keep his - to bear the people 
of f from coming there , well i t ' s  very neces sary to us e lye to kill whatsomever 
they got down there . But you mus t  know these things . You go on and you scrub 
it , mop it , and after you get  through mopp ing it , you take clear water - seven 
buckets of clear water [nine is  the usual numb er ] .  Now , if it ' s  you , you mus t  
thr ow ' em  over your self ,  from back - make your wi sh - this i s  the front part , you 
throw it thataway and make your wish . 

(You g o  from the f ront to the back? ) 
Yeah , yeah . 
(You thr ow i t  out ? )  
Yeah , throw i t  out - throw i t  all out - then sweep i t  out .  Then you g o  back 

with your mop and you let the place dry ou t . Now s ome - it takes you three days 
to do that sometimes . I ' ve seen a woman ' s place and a f ellow supp os ed to have 
done lef t - knew s omebody in the f amily but he ain ' t in his r ight home . He ' s  
open up a succes s f or himself - bring ing succes s . Now , the next day you g o  ahead 
back there , if you got three rooms in there , you take a saucer and you take rock 
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incense - don ' t use  no temp le - rock incense and you burn it wi th lucky oi l .  
They have oil th ey call lucky oi l .  You pour a li ttle b i t  of that lucky oi l on 
that incense and you set it  up and you light it . Now , rock incense will make a 
1£&, and you keep your shades down - j us t  have a place in the back for the smoke 
to go out . 

(The incens e makes a mist - a fog ? ) 
A fog - a fog . Now ,  you getting rid of all the evil inf luence . Now , you go 

on through wi th that . Well now , the third day you come on b ack there with you 
oi l of reeve . [This is how word sounds . Could it be oi l of re lieve = relief ? 
Oi l of reve = d ream? Or a naut ical reeve = pouring oil on troub led water s ? ] 
Well , you might use oil o f  cinnamon . You might us e some van-van - it ' s  not nec
essary . You might us e s ome oil of cocoa . You might us e seven oi ls into one . 
Well , you take those oils and you mix ' em  into one with rain water .  You put , 
say , ab out two t easpoons - by dif f ' rent drops  and pour i t  down in ther e and f i ll 
that bo ttle up with rain wat er , and you j us t  take that b ot tle and you cut holes 
in the s topper - three ways , so it wil l  - and you shake it round in there , shake 
i t  round in there . Well , once every week when you are s crubb ing , you do that . 
I ' ll say , that f ellow have the b igges t  succes s in this town . I know some of ' em 
ar e doing it  now . 

(You say Seven-in-one oiZ . Is  that one oil , or  s even different oils in one? ) 
Seven diff ' rent oils in one . 
(Then you buy i t ·  pr epared that way? ) 
Yeah , you can buy i t  that way . [ See lat er , Three-Way Oil , and Three Oils . ] 

[New Orleans , L a . , ( 811) , 117 7 : 1 . ] 
2630 . Yo ' kin g i t  some b 1ue s tone an ' a can o f  sulphur . Yo ' take that b 1ue

s tone an ' sulphur an ' sa ltpeter , an ' put it undah de f ront do ' st ep s  an ' de back 
do ' s t ep an ' as fur as dey kin go up undah de house - see , 

SEVEN-ELEVEN TIME round ins ide the hous e . Now ,  yo ' burn some sulphur an ' put 
yo '  s ome es s ence of pennyroyal on that sugah , wit garlic an ' 

a red onion . Don ' t nevah throw a onion peelin ' outa de hous e . Always keep onion 
an ' garlic . Burn i t  in dat s tove with sugah . I t  brings luck in the hous e .  An '  
d e  law ain ' t gain ' bother yo ' .  Mop dat front s teps - i t  don ' t take but a li ttle 
time . Put yo ' some garlic , cut up some garlic , an ' chamber lye an ' mop that b e
fa ' seven every mawnin ' , befo ' seven . Do dis b e fo ' s ev en an ' ' leven . Dat b rings 
yo ' luck - s even an ' ' leven . Do yo ' burnin ' ' fore s even an ' ' leven . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 15 58) , 283 1 : 8 . ] 

2631 . I f  a woman wants a whole latta men comin ' tuh de house an ' g ittin '  
money out o f  ' em ,  on Friday burn ' em  an ' on Saturday dey ' d  all come der e  an ' . 

(What does she burn? ) 
SHOE Burn de men fo1kses shoes - de ole shoes . Gi t de ole shoes an ' burn ' em .  

(They have t o  b e  shoes from men though - they can ' t b e  women ' s  shoes ? )  
No , no women ' s  shoes - men ' s . She wanta go  out an ' g i t  money ou t o f  ' em . An ' 
he ' ll come dere in her hous e - can ' t  git  clear of men . She gits whut she want s , 
an ' d en Monday mawnin ' come , everybody ' s  gone . [Brunswick , G a . , ( 1223) , 207 8 : 7 . ]  

263 2 .  Well , ah heard of ' em  burnin ' men ' s shoes . Pu t sugah in ' em  an ' burn 
' em  on a Friday mawnin ' ,  burn ' em  at s even a ' clock an ' ' leven . Dat ' s  fa ' luck . 

Dat ' s fa ' good luck f a ' yo ' house or people comin ' in fa ' yo ' makin ' money -
anything 1ak dat . Dat ' s  whut dat fa ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 2811 : 6 . ] 

2633 . Dey say dat whut dat is f er - tuh make mens come to yore hous e . 
(What what is for? ) 
Burnin ' ole men ' s shoe . When dey lonesome an ' ain ' t got no comp any ,  say ,  

"Wel l , ah ' m  g ain ' do so-an t - s o .  Ah 'm gain ' have some company . "  Yo ' s ee ,  take 
dem ole shoes an ' make a fiah an ' burn · ' em in de fiah , an ' then throw some s alt 
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on it an ' let ' em b urn . An ' that bring men . [Wilson , N .  Car . ,  ( 1496 ) , 26 65 : 5 . ]  
2634 . Burn sulphur and one foot on de lef t shoes into a b ucket from d e  front 

to the back . That would keep dem away . When dey g e t  far as dat , dey wi ll turn 
and go another way . 

(That is to keep the law away if you are boot legging ? )  
Y eah . [J acksonville , Fla . , ( 61 7 ) , 7 9 1 : 12 . ] 
2635 . Jis ' lak if yo ' s  a hust Zin ' woman , yo ' know , an ' want good bus ines s in 

yore home , yo ' s ee ,  well yo ' take ole  shoes an ' b urn ' em . But ' fore yo ' burn ' em  
yo ' spr inkle sulphah an ' salt on thos e shoes an ' put ' em in yore cooks tove an ' 
let ' em b eg in burnin ' .  An ' den yo ' take a shovel an ' take ' em  out on a shovel 
with this sulphah an ' salt on ' em  an ' j is '  care ' em all roun ' in yore hous e - yo ' 
see , in all d e  fo ' corner s  of  yore room an ' j is '  le t ' em burn . An ' le t d e  odor -
clos e yore hous e up an ' let dat odor s tay in dere . Den yo ' take de ashes an ' 
star t  at chore front do ' an ' sprinkle i t  from de  front to de back an ' dat draws 
trade . 

D en yo ' take yor e  urinate an ' put sa lt an ' sugah in it an ' j is '  mop yore front 
po ' ch an ' out all on de s tree t - out all on de s idewa lk where p eoples is p as s in ' , 
i f yo ' s  runnin ' a as s i ' nat ion hous e ,  see .  An ' people when d ey g it d ere d ey ' ll 
j is '  hav e  tuh come in . Dat makes good bus ines s  fo ' yo ' .  [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 40) , 
1521 : 10 . ] 

2636 . Well , yo ' take d e  shoe , de man ' s shoe , de  r igh t  foot , an ' yo ' put s ome 
sulphur in i t  an ' a piece of b lues tone an ' yo ' burn it . Put i t  in de middle of  
de f loor an ' burn it , an ' dat  will give yo '  luck in yore home . Draw the crowd . 

(I f you ar e s elling liquor or some thing of that s or t . )  
D at ' s  r ight .  [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , ( 1368) , 2420 : 11 . ] 
2 637 . All r ight . You got a place o f  busines s and you ain ' t  had no luck . You 

get  up in th e morning before twelve or one o ' clock and don ' t sp eak to nob ody , if 
your wi fe or a fri end in the hous e with you . When you get  up don ' t  say anything 
t o  them until  af ter you g e t  fix ed . You take a lef t shoe of a woman and the left 
shoe of a man , two spoons of sugar , two spoons of camphor gum . 

(Camphor gum . )  
Camphor gum , and you mix that toge ther . You burn that down till i t ' s  a ashes . 

You go to the back , you start at your back door - you s tart at y our f ront gate 
coming in . You want ' em to come in , you don ' t wanta drive nobody away - you want 
' em to come in . You spr inkle that , you sprinkle tha t all righ t  on through .  You 
s tart at your f ront gate or at the back - j us t  where they got to come in and you 
go on through . All right . Take your bucke t or whatever you burn that in and 
j us t  shake the r es t  of it at the back door - that where they comes - through the 
house and on to the back door and lay it down . And you can go ahead on b ack to 
b ed and s leep the r es t of the nigh t .  And another man at the next place to you -
you ' ll have p lenty of trade and he don ' t  know . He i s  wondering and s tudying how 
you doing it . 

(What do you do with thos e  shoes ? )  
You burn ' em . 
(Oh , you burn them . ) 
You burn ' em t i ll they ar e down to ash dus t . 
(That ' s  b ef ore you mix up those other th ings ? )  
Yes , you put that other s tuf f right in there . 
( I  s ee .  I unders tand . Now , this other man . What does th is other man do then 

wh en he sees you making out ? Making all this b us iness ? )  
Well , he don ' t  know how - he don ' t know what to do . We ll , h e  gotta do the 

same thing . [New Orleans , La . , ( 831) , 1 23 6 : 3 . ]  
2638 . I f you was bootleggin ' - you ' d  sit  around , look like nobody much didn ' t  



7 2 2  - Memo irs o f  Alma Eg an Hy at t Foundat ion -

come dere . S o  you kin take your o ld sho e ,  take you s ome onions and peel ' em and 
t ak e  de p eelin ' - des e dry hulls o f f  de onions and pu t ' em  in d at shoe . Take yo u 
a l i t t l e  sug ar and put it in dat shoe , and a l i t t le salt and put in dere , and 
walk to de s tove and take de heel part and turn it right up over de toe like d at ,  
and pu t i t  b ot toms ide upwards into de s tove [ up s ide d own rite ] and le t it b urn 
dere . In ten or f i f teen minutes you have mo re peop le in your hous e den you kin 
wai t  on . [ Norf o lk Va . , (491) , 527 : 4 . ]  

2639 . Da t ' s fo ' luck . Well , on Mond ays an ' Fr idays yo ' suppo s ed tuh b urn red 
onions . Y o '  g i t  a man ' s l ef t  sho e an ' yo ' put a pi ece of garlic an ' yo ' pu t s ome 
of de hu ll o f  a red onion an ' yo ' put some su lphur an ' yo ' put some sugah an ' yo ' 
put some Hearts Co logne in de heel o f  that man ' s shoe . Well , yo ' put all de rest 
of that - s ome o f  everything yo ' pu t in de h eel - on t op of d e  s tove at twelve 
a ' clock an ' yo ' b urn i t . 

(Wha t wi ll that d o ? ) 
Dat ' s  supposed tuh b e  lucky - j es '  whatevah yo ' want , j es '  lak i f  yo ' want 

luck in de home , or yo ' tryin ' tuh ke tch d e  policy ,  o r  yo ' tryin ' tuh g i t  s ome 
money or somepin lak da t e  Yo ' ll b urn dat Frid ay s an ' Mondays . 

(You b urn that shoe on top o f  the stove , too ? ) 
Yo ' burn de s hoe in de s t ove , an ' d en put de res t of d e  s tu f f  on top o f  d e 

s tove an ' le t dat go through de hous e , an ' let de othah whu t ' s  in de heel go out 
in de ash . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1527) , 2 7 26 : 6 . ]  

2640 . Well , dat suppos ed to b r ing lu ck in busine s s  - to bring lu ck in b us i
nes s an ' yo ' know tuh drive any evil spir i t  away , d e  c ops . Well , now , yo ' do 
this on a Fr iday a t  twelve a ' clock . Yo ' take sugah an ' sulphur an ' salt an ' yo ' 
sprinkle it on some ole shoes , an ' den wh en de whis t le is b lowin ' f o ' twelve , why 
yo ' have a good wh ile to lay it on , put i t  in ther e an ' yo ' b urn i t  an ' le t d e  
smoke g o  out . See , d e  smoke , well it will g o  out de chimley an ' i t  wi ll light up 
good . Why den yo ' li f t  it out in a shovel or some thin , an ' yo ' carry it r oun ' 
in yore p lace of bus ine s s  an t let dat smoke cir culat e a roun ' . An '  den yo ' take 
an ' put i t  b ack in d e  s tove an ' let it finish bumin ' up . Do dat each Fr iday . 
We ll , d at ' s  all to dat f o ' good luck . 

(That is for luck in b u s iness - to b ring in cu s tomer s and also keep the p o lice 
away ? ) 

B ring cus tomer an ' keep policemen ' way .  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1386) , 2465 : 1 . ] 
2641 . Take a man ' s left-foot sho e - da t ' s  luck , s e e , in de gamb lin ' .  Yo ' 

take a man ' s lef t - f o o t  shoe an ' yo '  g o tuh town an ' yo '  b uy yo ' five cents wo rth 
o f  b rown sugah an ' yo ' b uy yo ' five cents wor th o f  whi t e  sugah , an ' yo ' t ake that 
sugah an ' yo ' pu t a tab lespoon of sugah in yore lef t sho e  - of de b rown sugah , 
an ' yo ' put a t ab lespoon of the whi t e sugah in de o thah shoe . Then yo ' put l em 
in d e  h eater . See , tha t ' s  why yo ' g amb lin ' . Yo ' turn one th is way an ' yo ' turn 
de othah one this way . 

(Here are the two shoe s . Now , how do you turn them ? ) 
Al l right [d emonstrate s ] , yo ' put a tab lespoon of brown s ugah in thi s  lef t

foot sho e . Yo ' turn this one this way , s e e ; an ' yo ' take the o thah one an ' turn 
it ovah [ not upside down ]  that way . 

(Make a c ro s s  wi th the two shoes . Th ey are s tand ing up though . )  [ I  comment 
on demons t ra tion . Rememb er , thes e are old bat ter ed sho es b e ing cro s s ed . ]  

Yes suh , make a cross . An ' yo ' burn tha t . L e t  tha t burn g rad ' lly in d e  hous e .  
Dat ' s  f a ' gamb l in ' . Da t j es ' b r ing s  people - dat ' s  lu ck . 

(But the sugar mu s t  b e  in th e heels o f  th e sho es ? )  
Yas s i ree , must b e  in d e  heels o f  ' em ,  a tab lesp oon of sugah in each one . 

[Memph is , T enn . , ( 1547 ) , 2805 : 11 . ] 
2642 . I ' ve been in tha t cond i tion mys elf . A o le man charg ed me five do 11ahs 
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one time . He tole me - I gave the five dollahs [ firs t ]  - he says , "Want choo git  
twenty- one ole sho es , I want ever '  one to be a lef ' shoe , an ' s even [ rubber ] 
b oot s . "  He said , "I don ' t care whurther yore boots are lef ' or right or not . 
Put ' em  into a can , a lard can , clos e the top up . [Years ago meat p ackers packed 
hog lard in very large cans for butcher shops . ]  Go into yore b ack yard an ' burn 
that can an ' everything in ther e concern . Take that dus t an ' scat ter i t  al l over 
yore hous e an ' sweep it north an ' south , eas t an ' west , four dif f ' rent way , an ' 
go ahead an ' sell yore whiskey . "  I did it an ' I declar e  the law didn ' t never 
run down on me . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 29 2) , 213 : 7+85 . ] 

264 3 . I f  yo ' is s ellin' whiskey an ' wanta keep d e  law away , heah whut ah 
always do . Keep one yore ole shoes , yo ' b urn i t , b urn yore shoe up an ' git de 
ashes . An ' d e  police come to yore hous e , when he go  out yo ' j es '  sprinkle dat 
ashes b ehin ' where he go out an ' sweep i t .  An '  every mawnin ' yo ' j es '  sprinkle 
a little sulphur around in de corner of  yore hous e an ' yo ' won ' t have no t roub le 
a tal l .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1188) , 200 4 : 12 . ] 

2644 . Then yo ' kin take shoes an ' scrape ' em of f at de b ot tom . Take that an ' 
put i t  in a papah an ' g i t  some lodes tone an '  mix wi t it , mash i t  up wit it , an ' 
yo ' read a vers e in Psalms - yo ' r ead de 27th ver s e  o f  Psalms . An ' yo ' put that 
toge thah an ' yo ' take dat an ' put it d own at chure do '  or up ovah yore do ' wher e 
dey has tuh pas s in an ' out . That ' s fo ' gainin ' f ren ' s .  

(Bringing in trade . )  
Yes , an ' fa ' lawful bus iness an ' all lak dat e 
An ' yo ' kin burn incens e ' bout three t ime a week . That ' s  when yo ' in bus i

nes s - lak a sto ' or any kind of shop or any thing . Yo ' burn de inc ense three 
t ime a week . Yo ' burn it Monday , Wednesday an ' Friday . Dat ' s  in yore bus ines s  -
dat ' s  drawin ' mo ' cus tomers . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1524) , 2719 : 3 . ]  

2645 . Tuh keep de police away yo ' g it de salt , keep d e  salt - g i t  d is heah 
Bluebird Sal t  an ' j es '  sprinkl e i t  good roun ' yore do ' , an ' keep yore flo ' s  

SILVER SAND 
s crubbed wit lye .  Scrub every Friday mawnin ' wit concentrated 
lye .  An ' i t ' s a si ZveF sand dat chew use - yo '  know , s i ZveF sand. 
Wel l , yo ' git dat sand an ' yo ' spr inkle dat roun ' yore do ' s teps . 

I f  yo ' want s tuh make a place b e  bad or if a man is got a place tuh rent an ' if 
yo ' wanta keep him from havin ' much succes s , yo ' gits some parsley s eed an ' throw 
' em out roun ' de do ' .  Dere won ' t nobody hard ly go dere tuh s tay . [Memphis , 
T enn . , ( 15 24) , 2 7 21 : 3 . ] 

2646 . Yo ' kin take S loan ' s  linament an ' turpentine an ' mix a propor tion of it 
toge ther an ' bury i t  down up undah de house  where de bootleggah is an ' dat will -

SLOAN ' S  LINAMENT AND TURPENTINE 
dat supposed tuh keep de law away . I t  wi ll fa ' 
a while . Th ere ain ' t  nuthin da t ' s  goin ' keep 
dem police ' way all de time , but dey ' ll vis i t  

.... y_o_'--"l;..;.e�s_s...;;e..;;.r_d�e..;;.n_d-..;e�y:":"":iw�o-:
u...;..l 

.... 
d�w..;;.i_t""'h..;;.o..;;.u�t......;;.;a"",n ... y_h�e.::l""p"","",,-,a_t--,--a.::l=1 .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1521) , 

2713 : 4 . ] 
SMOKE 'EM 

FUMIGATE SELF 
2647 . We ll , I couldn ' t  tell you b ut I know I worked in the [ red
ligh t ]  district thirteen years and around sp or ting women , you 
know I know plenty . 

(Well , suppos e you t ell us about that . What d o  they do for good luck or bad luck 
ar ound those hous es ? Those spor ting hous es ? )  

Good luck? Oh , there ' s p lenty o f  thing s .  Ther e ' s ess ence of g eranium . 
(How would they us e that ? )  
They would scrub in i t . Banque tte [ s crubb ed wi th i t ] . 
(What was it suppos ed to  do? ) 
Well , it  d raw plenty o f  men so they can turn tFi aks - turn the tFiak .  
(That i s  a l l  they would us e? ) 
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Sell plenty of b eer . 
(Well , what else would they do around those sp orting hous es ? )  
They smoke ' em . They get incens e and brown sugar and they put it on a shovel 

and they light i t , and you le t ' em  take and s tep over i t .  
(Keep s t epping back and for th acros s  it? ) 
S tep over i t  nine times - each one , each woman . 
(Withou t any clothes on or does she? ) 
She don ' t  just let it  touch her clothes , she j us t  pull her d ress up when she 

step over it . Bu t now th ey wear the dress es s o  shor t they don ' t  need to hold 
' em up . 

(Who did that? Thes e whi te women did that? )  
White women . Colored women burns it  ' cause I used t o b urn it  for them .  They 

paid me for it .  
(What was the sign for bad luck? What wouldn ' t they let you do around there? ) 
If you eat peanut s ,  th e hulls is b ad luck [see p . 7 l0 1 . Pecan hulls is bad 

luck - crossed to the hous e , crossed to the hous e ,  and the land lady put you out 
when she f ind out that you eat plenty of that , ' caus e she ain ' t  going to have you 
there ' caus e you ar e b ad luck to yourself and everybody else around there . 

S crub the banque tt es - wash the irself - b athe theirs elf r ound a lit t le - take 
a little Japanes e Honeysuckle Cologne and put it in the water and bathe their self 
off wi th i t . 

(Wha t is that suppo sed to do? ) 
That will make ' em  be lucky , make ' em catch tricks . 
They always have one they love - they g ive him money . 
(What do they call him? What is he cal led? ) 
Cal led "Daddy , 1 1  "Honey , 1 1  and all kind o f  pet names . 
(Wha t would they do to ho ld him? ) 
Oh h e ' s - he go ing to stay there becaus e they giving him money . 
(I see . White men? ) 
White men . He going to stay ' caus e he g ett ing by . He ain ' t working , he 

ain ' t  doing nothing for a living and they taking care of h im  - g etting his eat
ing and g etting his s leeping price . 

(The s ame things where they have colored women? Do they d o  these same s orts 
of things? ) 

Say wh ere they have colored women? 
( Color ed  sporting hous es . )  
Oh , yeah - all of ' em  does . Oh , yes . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 824) , 1195 : 8 . ] 
2 64 8 .  I had a saloon and there is another fellow had a s aloon , and he was 

doing more bus iness than I was and I want the b us ines s  to come to my p lace . All 
right .  I go get me some water , some perfume called lucky , lucky perfume you 
know , and I t ake s ome c lear water and I put i t  in a bottle and I shake it up . 
[Water wi ll make the perfume spread f arther . ]  I d o  this ' fore day in the morning 
' fore anyb ody s ees me doing what I got to do . 

I g o  to this p lace tha t is in the same b lock my place i s . I go to the corner , 
see , and I come b ack and when I get before his d oor I sprinkle . I go to my p lace 
of bus ines s and go inside and spr inkle . And I take and go to the next corner , 
not th e s ame corner , and I sprinkle - b ehind my b ack , never look b ehind , and I 
sprinkle all along that street . And I go t o  my p lace and I go in again . And I 
go back to that [ firs t ]  corner , the same corner that is lef t  [ left from my door ] , 
under stand , and sprinkle the same way . Sprinkle be fore his doo r and go in my 
place and come out , se e .  Th en I go to the next [ s econd or right ] corner . Do 
that three times you s ee , each way . 

[ Inf ormant on coming out his front  door turns left and walks pas t competi tor ' s  
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house to f irs t or left c orner (= cro ssroad o f  city s tr eets) .  Here he s tarts t o  
sprinkl e h i s  wa tered down lucky perfUme , turns b ack home , sprinkling pas t compet
itor ' s  house and into his own home . Immediat ely leaving home ag ain , he turns and 
walks righ t to the s econd or right corner (= cr oss road o f  city s tree ts ) . Here he 
s tarts to sprinkle his lucky perfume , turns back , ag ain spr inkling into his own 
home . Th is sprinkling from the two co rner s int o  h is own home is rep eated three 
times . We mus t as sume the cork in the bot tle has a smal l hole through wh ich the 
liquid s lowly drip s ; th e word sprinkle b eing somewhat generous . ]  

Af ter tha t , I g o  in my p lace and I take s ome sugar and I sp rinkl e i t  on my 
f loor , s ome p lain wh i t e  granulated sugar . I take s ome sawdus t and I put it over 
that s tuf f and I go and I g et me this lump incens e ,  see . Can I s tand up and show 
you how I come? [I mus t have nodd ed yes . ] S ee ,  I get s ome lump incen se and I 
burn i t . I burn it , take a lamp , light it and b urn , put i t  in a s auc er , this 
lump incense .  Then I take my c lo thes and smoke my clo th es , understand . And 
after I smoke my clothe s ,  I make my wish [ demons trates ] .  

(You fold your hands acro s s  your breas t . )  
Yes sir , and make my wishe s . I make my wish and I b e  s aying , "Lord , I hop e  I 

be lucky enough to b e  succes s ful in all my enemies and al l my income . I I  I s ay 
that thr ee times . And after that I take my p ants this way and I get my pants 
smoked good wi th tha t incense , open i t  up this way and let the smoke go up -
smoke up my pant s leg . Then I turn round and I op en my d oo r , after that smoke 
is got s et tled in my hous e .  While i t  i s burning in my hous e , there is nob ody in 
the hous e but mys elf . Whi le the incense is bu rning , if it sparks like a match 
throw sparks , you know wha t  I mean , wel l , that will tell that ' s  luck . And if th e 
smoke spread s , that ' s  luck ; if the smoke goes s tr aight up , the incen se ain ' t  much 
good to you . After you do that , you put that behind your counter - put that in
cens e  b ehind the counter . And you have sprinkled the sug ar already . Then you 
open the door . Then you can talk . You cannot talk while you are doing your 
bus iness , no s i r . 

(Now when you firs t make the smoke , you have t o  take of f your pant s , then you 
pu t them back on - the first time ? )  

Y es s ir .  [P erhap s I should s ay ,  in formant did no t t ake of f pants during 
demons trat ion . ]  [New Or leans , La . , ( 853) , 134 4 : 5 . ] 

2649 . Git chew s ome dragon ' s  b lood , f rankincens e ,  violet incens e [ three 
ingredients ] an ' beat all of tha t up together an ' git chew - put it in a pan an ' 
set it a fiah . T ake this much - a g ood bunch , an ' ligh t i t  an ' set there . S et 
down an ' smoke yo ' s elf good [ demons tr ates ] .  

(All ov er your hand s and your fac e . )  
Sho ' [ sur e ] , yo ' self . 
( Rub your arms . ) . 
J is ' let i t  smoke yo ' good . An ' wh ile i t  b urnin ' yo ' know , make yore wi sh -

when yo ' goin ' tuh dis p lace - whatevah yo ' goin ' tub do . Not only tuh g i t  a 
j ob or anything , but yo ' j i s '  wanta chang e d ere mind , yo '  burn d at an ' make yor e  
wish ,  an ' don ' t  s t op until yo ' g i t  where yore goin ' an ' a s k  f o ' whut chew want . 
Dat ' ll chang e d ere mind an ' yo ' l i g it it . [ L i t t le Rock , Ark . , ( 89 7 ) , 1469 : 1 . ] 

2650 . Th er e ' s a root they ca ll High John de Conker root . You take this and 
you puts it in your mouth . And they got what you call f laxs eeds . You pu t nine 
of them in your mou th before you walks up to him , and y ou spit nine times , and 
you have this root in your lips - this way - j us t  talking to him . Th en ,  b efore 
leaving your home you get up b ef ore s unrise . Get fr ankinc ense ,  morris [myrrh ] 
and f laxseed [ thr ee ingred ient s ] , and you makes a smoke wi th that and you stand 
over that , and you smoke yours elf over good b ef or e  the sun ris e .  And then you go 
over and out on the j ob there , and you have this root in your mouth and you going 
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to t alk to this f oreman . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 2 2) , 1187 : 8 . ] 
265 1 .  They can take a li t t le van- van or sug ar and put it in th e four corners 

o f  your hous e and g ive your hous e a go od s crubb ing out w i th lye . S e t  a lump up 
on that side and s et a lump on that s id e and a lump on e ach corner . And 

SUGAR qui te natural be the an ts ' l l g et to i t . 
( Lump of what ? )  

Sugar . And the sugar will make f or drawing - make for them ants go ing and com
ing , that j us t  ehe s ame way as a pers on .  You s e e , th em ants could go a l l  day 
and they wouldn ' t  bo ther the p eop le . And th a t  - by th e end o f  that , you sweep 
that out . And j us t  like th a t  sugar in that h ous e  wi ll draw th at who le crowd , 
that crowd wi ll come j us t  like th em an ts do . As you put s ug ar in th ere , th e ants 
going to f ind i t  and you ' ll f ind a cr owd in there unknowns t t o  you - they ' ll j us t  
have a cr owd wi th them . [ N ew  Or leans , L a . , ( 843) , 1280 : 1 . ] 

2652 . T ake d e  cow manure an ' y o ' b o i l  it . Yo ' b o i l  dat cow manu re an ' yo ' 
put chew s ome Jockey C lub P er fume in i t , Hearts Co logne [ three ing red i ent s ] an ' 
yo ' s tar t t uh scrubb in ' at chur e front . S tar t tuh s c rubb ing at chure f ron t -
f rom yore f ront to yore back , all in yor e hous e . An ' wh en yo ' g i t  through s c rub 
b in ' , yo ' g it ch ew some sugah an ' yo ' s tar t b ack in di s co rner [ demons trates ] . 

(The r igh t-hand back corner as you come into the hous e . ) 
Yo '  s p r ink le yore sugah in that corner , then yo ' s p r inkle i t  in that , an ' yo ' 

sprink le i t  in this one , then yo ' go an ' s p rinkle i t  ovah in that corner . 
( As you are going into the hous e ,  you spr inkl e f i r s t  at th e b a ck righ t-hand 

corner , th en you spr inkl e it at the le ft -hand back corner . Th en you come in and 
spr inkle it at the right-hand front corner as you are c oming in to th e h ouse . )  

Yessuh , then yo '  spr inkle thi s corner . 
(Then you s pr inkl e  the las t corner . )  
De las t corner righ t to de do ' , s ee .  Then yo '  take yo '  s ome sugah an ' y o ' 

j es '  drop a f ew  g rains , yo ' s ee , all aroun ' ovah d e  f lo ' . Dat ' s  tuh make ' em cam 
[ calm ]  an ' eas y ,  an ' d at fo ' lu ck yo ' see in gamb l in ' . 

(That is , if you are running a hous e ,  tha t ke ep s down all d i s turb anc e . )  
That keep s eve ' ything cam an ' easy when dey come in . Yo ' s ee , d ey gotta b e , 

yo '  know . No suh , dey won ' t  quarre l at all . [ Memphis , T enn . , ( 154 7) , 2 80 5 : 10 . ]  
26 53 . When y ou sweep , sweep your trash to your busines s and b urn the su lphur 

with i t . Don ' t  never sweep i t  away f rom your door ;  sweep i t  t o  your door eve ry 
morn ing and burns the sulphur in i t . Tha t  j us t  dr aws them to y ou -

SULPHUR tha t wi l l  c aus e the luck t o  come to you . 
( I  s ee .  That ' s  to br ing in bus iness . )  

Yes . [Mob i l e , Ala . , ( 7 1 0 ) , 9 79 : 8 . ] 
2654 . Take d e  same thing whu t ah was t el lin ' yo ' ' bout - dis Hawthorn Co logne 

[ =  Hearts Co logne ] .  An '  yo ' put dat Hawthorn Co logne , sprinkl e it on de f loor -
pu ts wit su lphu r yo ' know where it ki ll dat odor o f  sulphur . An ' all y o ' do , 
prob ' b ly b ef o '  de night when yo ' c lean up , yo ' sweeps - s tart at de fr ont d o ' 
like dis . Heah ' s  de f ront do ' where de entrance is . C ome in . Yo ' sweep all t o  
d e  b ack an ' don ' t sweep dis way ,  yo ' s e e .  Den yo ' take d i s  Hawthorn Co logne an ' 
put i t  in a can or s ome thin ' ,  any kind of lit t l e  container or s ometh in ' , an ' p o ' 
de co logne on dat e J es t  a little b i t  - no t to wet it . Den s t i ck a mat ch t o  i t  
an ' burn dat e Ab ' ll guarant ee dey will come i n  d er e  a f t er dat e Den c lose u p  f o  
dat night - s ee ,  j es ' c lo s e  up . 

(Tha t is t o  br ing in trad e .  What do you put in th at can to burn? ) [ I  wan ted 
the word s ounding like hawthorne r epronoun ced . ] 

A li t t le b i t  of pur e med ica l su lphur an ' Hawthorn Co Zogne . 
(I see , you pu t  this co logne on i t . )  

J es t  a drop or two . Yo '  don ' t need no t enough to wet it - j es t  a drop or two . 
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[ S t .  Pe tersburg ,  Fla . , ( 1046) , 1701 : 7 . ] 
26 5 5 . Well , de way dat would b e  done , de first thing you should do tuh bring 

in trad e  - yo ' kin us e whut we call a spri nk le .  An ' yo ' c ould take yo ' a li ttle 
sulphur an ' a little salt an ' a lit t le peppah an ' spr inkle dat round . Den yo ' 
kin burn a lit tle sulphur . Yo ' burn sulphur on Fridays an '  sprinkle a little , 
then sweep a litt le round on de flo ' . Tha t ' s  very prosperous to b ring trade . 
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1086) , 1 75 4 : 6 . ] 

2656 . Sulphur and sugar draws trade i f  you are boot legg in ' . 
( I  see . Well ,  how do th ey us e that ? ) 
Dh , you burns it on de s tove . [Nor folk , Va . , ( 49 2) , 5 30 : 5 . ] 
2657 .  Well , yo ' kin g i t  chew some garlic an ' git chew s ome sulphur an ' git  

chew some sugar . An ' turn yore pan j i s ' b e fo ' de sun rise - set it  in yore do ' ,  
set it af iah . C lo se all yore do ' s  while it ' s  burnin ' . Yo ' go out . Den when yo ' 
g it  it b lue wit smoke , open all  yore do ' s  an ' d e  p eop le wil l run ovah heah . Ah 
don ' t c a '  whu t chure doin ' , dey ' ll run ovah heah , comin ' tuh s ee whut yo ' g ot tuh 
drink . I t ' ll draw ' em . [Lit t le Rock , Ark . , ( 89 7 ) ,  1469 : 4 . ] 

265 8 .  Yo ' git  chew some s ulphur an'  sugah , b ecaus e sugah swee tens every
thing - sugah or eithe r honey an '  sulphur . Yo ' g i t  that an ' yo ' mix it together 
an ' yo ' g i t  chew s ome Frank ' s incens e [ frankincense ]  an ' yo ' b urn it fo ' de fo ' th 
mawnin ' ,  repres ent in ' d e  fo ' th tr ial - repr es entin ' d e  fo ' gospels . Ah knew 
ah ' d  git it right . Dere s o  many things on mah mind . An ' yo ' burn it  fo ' de 
f o ' th mawnin ' an ' yor e business  p lace will be j es '  lak that . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 1556) , 2 7 30 : 4 . ] 

2659 . Yo ' burn de sulphur one time in de mawnin '  an ' burn it  twelve a ' c lo ck 
in de day an ' s ix a ' clock in de night .  

(What t ime do you burn that sulphur in the morning ? )  
Six a ' clock , twelve a ' clock in de day an ' s ix a ' clock in d e  night for luck , 

yo ' know , on yore bus iness , money - rooms lak e Ah had roomers . [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 1103) , 1 7 7 7 : 9 . ] 

26 60 . Yo ' kin burn sulphur an ' Hearts Co logne , put a little sugah in it . 
Burn them an ' have a wish . Ah ' ve tr i ed thes e things mahself , dat ' s  de  reason why 
ah kin say dat .  An ' have ' a wish that - make yore wish like on Fr iday . Yo ' start 
to burn ' em  though like a Monday , Wednesday , Thursday night . So Fr iday yo '  make 
yore wish . 

(What t ime on Fr iday? ) 
Well , any time dat day is all right - after midnight Thursday nigh t make yore 

las t burnin ' .  
(What wou ld you wish? ) 
Yo ' make wish to  make $40 or $ 50 or a $ 100 , or yo ' know . 
(Any kind of wish in gamb ling . )  
Any kind o f  wish in gamb l in ' . 
(Well , don ' t you do anything with this stuff  that you burn? ) 
No sir ,  j es ' burn it in yore room .  [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1187) , 2002 : 3 . ] 
2661 . Well , yo '  kin keep d e  law away from yore hous e  wit sulphur , an ' yo '  kin 

have d e  luck to s ell . Everybody come in yore house if yo ' s  a whiskey seller , 
anything . Yo ' git  up ever ' S ati ' d ay mawnin ' soon an ' git  chew a t ray an ' us e 
some sulphur .  Clean yore hous e out an ' burn yo ' s ome sulphur . Den everybody 
comin '  in d ere goin ' spend somepin if d ey got anything . Jes ' burn dat sulphur 
an ' let it per fume d e  house all ovah , everybody come in goin ' spend s omething . 
[ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1455) , 2646 : 7 . ] 

266 2 .  I f  you think anyone wanta get cha now , dat dis party come to you and 
give you any money , a d ime or any th ing like that , fer you j is '  rub some sulphur 
on your hand before you t akes the money , and they say if  there anything on de 
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money , it  can ' t hurt cha o Yes , sir . Wel l , you s ee I wa s so  s cary I was like 
that . [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 500) , 544 : 1 . ] 

2 66 3 .  For luck I burn su1phah ev ' ry mornin ' for luck - su1phah , c innamon . I 
burn cinnamon an ' su1phah . 

(You b urn the cinnamon by its elf or wi th the sulphur ? )  
THREE INGREDIENTS Wi th sulphur an ' sugar in i t . Three ingredients toge thah . 

When I want t rade [ informant a woman boot legger ] I wash up 
mah hous e wi th urine - when I want trade , wash it to me . Now , in New York [ lived 
in New York City eight years ] I c ould have trad e .  I had a p lenty trade . I could 
draw my own trad e , but here in Richmond I can ' t do it ' cus the people no tice you 
too much . I had too much trad e  a f ew  days ago , then I took mah s ign down ' cus 
too many people was com in , in the hous e . 

[ I  can appreciate this woman ' s troub le .  I ,  too , had too many peop le coming 
into the house or hotel where I worked . ]  

( Do you burn i t  at any sp ecial time? ) 
You suppose to burn i t  in the mornin ' an ' you read de 2 3rd  chap ter of Psalms 

in the Bib le : The Lord is my shepherd. You suppos e to burn i t  aroun ' s even 
o ' clo ck in the mornin ' .  [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 83) , 325 : 6 . ] 

2664 .  Yo ' take coffee grounds , cod f ish an ' wint ergreen oil . Any kinda stuff 
d at ' s  put down in front of yore do ' an ' af tah yo ' picks it up , yo ' gits a clear 
bucket of watah an ' yo ' puts dat cof fee gr ound s in d ere  an ' yo ' puts dat cod f ish 
an ' dat wintergreen oi l an ' yo ' scrubs with it . Jes ' dem thr ee ' gredi ents in de 
watah , an ' yo ' scrub with it  an ' when yo ' g it ready tuh wash d e  s idewa lk ,  yo '  git  
chew nine bucket of  wat ah an ' yo '  s tan '  from de gut ter - f rom de s treet an ' yo ' 
po ' s  it back toward s de s teps an ' leave it run down [ into the gutter ] . An ' den 
have yo ' some of  d at codfish watah - yo ' need nine b ucket of watah , an ' de las t 
nine bucket [ninth bu cket ] of watah , use dat codf ish , coffee grounds an ' winter
g reen oil an ' yo ' scrub .  Any kinda hoodoo or anything 1ak that , dat ' s  put down 
fo ' yo ' ,  scrub dat up wit it . [Algiers , La . ,  (15 7 7 ) , 2906 : 9 . ]  

2665 . You get you s ome cinnamon and s ome sugar and Three Kings Oi Z [ three 
magi : Gaspar , Melchior , Bal thasar ] .  You put that cinnamon ,  sugar and that oil 

those three thing s , in the wat er and you s tar t s crubb ing your 
THREE KINGS OIL hous e from the front . You s crub b efore the door firs t and 

scrub your house back to the back . And after you get through 
s crubbing your hous e , then you come out on the banquette [ s idewalk] and makes the 
same . Us e only three buckets of  water [ three buckets is unusual - one for each 
king ] - two for the house and one for the b anquett e . That ' s  draws ' em  - that ' s 
to draw in . That ' s  if you want a roomer in your hous e . [ For ano ther examp le o f  
Three Kings , s e e  Nos . 2669- 2670 , p . 7 29 . ] [ N ew  Orleans , La . ,  (855) , 1346 : 7 . ] 

26 6 6 . You burn brims tone . Yo ' us e brims tone , b lues tone , su1ph�r , rat t lesnake 
mar s ter , an ' yo ' git 10wbush mercury [ ? ] [myr t le? ] - 10wbush [ ? ] - dat ' s  a bush dat 
g rows out. in de wood s dey cal l  it 10wbush [ ? ] .  Well , yo ' burn dat Sunday mornings 
three a ' c10ck . Yo ' burn tha t Wednesday nigh t ,  Wednesday as the clock s trike 

twelve . Yo ' burn dat Wednesday . 
THREE MONTHS (Twelve o ' c lock nigh t or noon? ) 

At night . Three a ' c 10ck in de  morning [ Sunday ] , twelve a ' c 10ck at 
nigh t [Wednesday ] , an ' thr ee a ' c10ck Fr iday morning . Yo ' burns dat in de middle 
of yor e hous e .  Yo ' have yo ' a pan dat chew us e r egu ' ly [ r egularly ] . Yo ' use  de 
brims tone , sulphur , b 1ues tone an ' dis lowbush [ ? ] .  Yo ' burn dos e  th ings together . 
Yo ' do da t fo ' at leas t three munts . Den yo ' skip an ' d e  next three munts ketch 
i t .  [ Th is i s  skip o r  s taggered mag ic . ]  But i f  you are running a hous e ,  why yo ' 
do that ev ' ry week . Ev ' ry week if yo ' runnin ' a house , if yo ' have gamb ling , so 
on , don ' t chew see . Yo ' runnin ' yo '  hous e , yo ' do that ev ' ry week . 
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(What is that supposed to do?  Bring luck or what ? )  
Yeah , bring luck an ' keeps ev ' rything goin ' smoo th . Yeah , b r ing yo ' p lenty 

luck . Yo ' have no troub le if yo ' sellin ' likker , anyth ing lak dat . Yo ' have no 
trouble a- t a- I- I . [Waycross , Ga . , (1116 ) , 179 2 : 6 . ]  

26 6 7 . That kind of woman scrub s her hous e with oi l of b ergamine [b ergamot ] ,  
oil o f  cinnamon , and oil of c loves - th e three comb ined . Three li ttle small 

bottles , all three of them poured into a pai l of water and sugar 
THREE OILS and s crub wi th that and scrub her s teps going down . But she doesn ' t  

scrub them go ing out ,  she scrub s them coming in . She s tarts at the 
b ot tom of the s teps and come up and s crub all the way b ack to the back of the 
hous e .  That br ings trade in - men . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 1576 : 11 . ] 

266 8 . (can you tell me what you do ? )  
THREE-WAY OIL Well , ah go to the drug s to '  and buy oi l .  

(What kind o f  oil do you b uy? ) 
Three-way oi l .  Why ah usu ' lly j es '  put it  in d e  watah an ' wash d e  f lo '  of f .  

(That ' s  f or luck in b ringing in cus tomers . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1539) , 2 7 8 5 : 6 . ]  
26 69 . Yo ' could take dis same perfume s tuf f - de Three Jaaks an ' Thre e Kings 

[ se e  p . 7 2 8 ]  an ' Three S 's [ three dif fer en t  p er fumes ] .  Yo ' kin take it j is '  
a lone - ah s ay alone in a way , but chew could g i t  othah things 

THREE PERFUMES tuh go wi th i t . Take sugah an ' yo ' g i t  dat brown sugah , or any 
kind , but de brown sugah is much b e ttah an ' yo ' ur inate in i t  

an ' yo ' s c rub yore plac e , if yo ' wants tuh g i t  yore bus iness line up . S crub yor e 
place out thor ' ly [ thoroughly ] . Dat ' s  de right  way [with brown sugar and urine ] . 
Yo ' take an ' clean i t  out wi th o thah watah , yo '  know , j is '  clear watah good -
s crub i t  out good . Den yo ' take this o thah s tuff  an ' sprinkle it lak wit a mop 
or someth in ' , an '  yo ' put it in de fo ' corners of yore house . Sprinkle i t in de 
f o '  corner s of yor e hous e ,  d e  same wa tah , an ' scrub wi th it . All dat ' ll keep , 
keep confusin ' down - whatevah bus ines s yo ' got an ' keep de law f rom yore house . 
Everyb ody will come to yore house beside de law . 

(What do you sprinkle down? Jus t  the sug ar and this urine? ) 
No , wi t de Three Jaaks an '  dif f ' rent othah per fumes . Yo ' know whu t ah mean -

yeah ,  de Three Jaaks , de Three Kings an ' de Three S 's .  [ SS S is  a b rand name . ]  
(Af ter you c leaned my house , then you put al l that o ther s tuff [ per fume ] to

gether and then sprinkle around the hous e ? ) 
Yessuh , but yo ' have tuh git  the f i rs t  dir t out [ dirt out first ] .  [Alg iers , 

L a . ,  ( 1594) , 2996 : 8 . ] 
2670 . There ' s  d if f ' rent kinds of perfume that you can get  to wear on you and 

if  you - it ' s  the Three Jaaks and the Three Kings and Jaak of Clubs . You go to 
the drug s tore and you get two bi ts [ 25 ¢ ]  of that and have it mixed all together . 
Don ' t wear it on your clothes . I f  you go into a club room and s i t down to g amble , 
you ' ll always have it handy where nobody kin detect you puttin ' some on the f loor 
in the clubroom . And then you t ake this incens e , luak inaense , you know , and a 
shoe , a old shoe , if  you got a c lubroom and you want your club room to b e  - to 
bring money and to bring p lenty p eople there to gamb le to make money . You s crub 
your place out j us t as I told you and use those nine buckets of water . And you 
put that old shoe with some sugar and cinnamon and burn that incense in there . 
Clos e  the house up and tha t ' s luck for gambling . 

No ,  don ' t us e lye here - j us t  the nine bucke ts o f  water - c lear wat er - and 
burn the old shoe . Let the las t bu cket , the ninth bucket be  with sugar in i t . 

(You can do that for b oot legg ing too? ) 
Yeah , b ecause I bootlegged sever al yea rs . Sure . [New Orleans , La . , ( 851) , 

1318 : 10 . ] 
267 1 .  Well , now , if yo ' wanta rent that house , yo '  kin dress that house or 
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yo ' kin use de Psalms - d er e  two ways yo '  kin us e that . 
(Tell me how to dress the house f irs t . )  

THREE SEEDS Well , now , tuh dre ss that hous e yo ' go tuh wo rk an ' yo ' git chew a 
lit tle sa lt an ' a little sulphur an ' yo '  git chew some a lum [ three 

ingredients ] an ' pound i t  up together - mix i t  tog ether . An '  then yo '  git  chew 
some s eeds . Git thos e gourd s eeds or either any kinda s eeds that grows on a 
vine - kin git pumpkin seed or gour d s eed or watermelon s eed . An ' yo '  g i t  chew 
three of thos e seeds an ' yo '  take those three s eeds an ' yo ' put th em in a little 
box or a little can . Bury ' em  j es t  like yo ' would a -little f lower , an ' when yo ' 
bury those  s eeds yo ' say , "Hope , success an ' friends . "  Yo ' b ury those s eed s . 
An ' that ingredient that chew mix , yo ' take an ' yo ' sp rinkle that around that 
house - a little bit at the b ack an '  a little bit at th e front . Yo ' sprinkle 
that . Then on the ins ide of the hous e - yo ' take that hous e an ' yo ' g i t  chew 
some pot ash . Take yo ' a little potash an ' yo ' j es '  take that potash - ah j es t 
drop a little b i t  around in that hous e . That ' s  good fo ' good luck . 

(That ' s  to r ent the house? ) 
Yes sir . 
[Now he tells how to unrent the house . ]  
They kin do that . 
(Dress the house s o  they move out?  Do you know what they do? ) 
They kin do tha t  tuh wher e yo ' can ' t  rent that hous e . 
Yo ' kin take a one-c ent piece an ' go to a wi cked g rave - i t  gotta b e  a wicked 

grave though - an ' git  some dirt from de head of that wicked person an ' pay them 
with one-cent . Then yo ' kin take that dirt an ' mix that dir t with sulphur an ' 
mix it wi th a little - s ee ,  it ' s  three pod s  not - three pods o f  peppah . S ee ,  ah 
tole yo ' nine pods - nine s eeds wi t de other but dis is three pods . Yo ' git  chew 
three pods  of red peppah an ' mix that together an ' sprinkle that anywhere around 
th at place . Nobody kin stay in ther e to save their life . 

(That wil l  make them move out of the house? ) 
Y es sir , but i t ' s  gotta b e  a wicked grave . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1166) , 19 5 7 : 4 . ] 
267 2 .  Yo ' go tuh d e  drug sto ' an ' yo ' git some Duke ' s Mixture an ' yo ' come 

b ack wit de Duke ' s  Mixture an ' yo ' take it  an '  sp rinkle it on that graveyard dus t 
th at chew have [ sp rinkled ] .  An '  when yo ' got a place o f  bus ines s dat ch ew want 

cus tomer s , in de mawnin ' yo '  git up an ' yo ' sweep out clean , j es ' fer 
TOBACCO as out aroun ' yore do ' dere , an ' b efo ' night come or b efo ' d e  day gone 

anyway , yo ' goin ' hav e mo ' peop le in dere den yo ' kin shake a s tick at . 
Dey b e  comin ' tuh look an ' see whu t othah people ' s  s eein ' . Now dere in de club
room ah done dat mahself right heah . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 7 4) , 2 89 6 : 10 . ] 

2673 . A woman , if she wan ' a  bring in s ome men cus t omers , there ' s  things she 
do . She git her s ome saltpeter and she bathe in this saltpeter [see No . 2408f . , 
p . 6 7 0 ]  and git  her some incent [ inc ense ]  powder and bairns [burns ]  about a tab le
sp oon into about a teaspoonful of sugar . And she b airns that and then she git 
her some sulphur , ab out a hal f teasp oonf ul , snuf f and sugah , and she keeps that 
wrapp ed up in a hand ' chie f .  And wh en she b e  talkin ' to him , she lookin ' in hi s 
eyes , an ' throwin ' [ the handkerchief ab out ] from the foiy [ f oyer ] . Come righ t on 
down to his eyes and j is ' , you know , still lookin ' into his eyes ,  and whatever 
she asks he ' ll agree to do it and come on ins ide . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 7 1) , 
1 5 7 1 : 5 . ] 

2 67 4 . You know , that ' s  a special way they do that . I t ' s  this . You take one 
woman - she can walk right b ef ore us right now .  Now , i f  you don ' t  b elieve that , 
you ask peop le have done tr ied it and done it . You can take one woman righ t now 
and let her walk downs tairs and there be fift een men - she don ' t  neces sari ly have 
to be  the prett ies t woman round here . You all [ the s outhern you a l l ]  see this 
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s tuf f  that they call snuf f?  Take that same s tuf f , that snu ff ,  but it mus t be  
burned . And s i t  on a man and drink with h im  and drop it  in his d rink , and from 
t ime to t ime get up to  each one she can and drop it in th e drink . And th en sh e 
get her hous e advertis ed from them , them s ame men that she get , ev ' ry time a cus 
tomer come i n  her house . Af ter she drop the snuf f  in that b ui lding , she can j us t  
continue from cup t o  cup , and they say they ' ll always Come b ack t o  her house . 
Only us e no thing but ordinary snuf f , that people use in the f orm of t obacco . 

(Well , she j us t  drops that . But you s ay she had to burn that firs t . The 
snuff should b e  burnt? ) 

She has t o  burn it f irs t .  Th e snuf f should b e  burnt . 
( And she uses the ashes ? )  
Us e the ashes . You j us t  burn i t  and us e the ashes .  [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 28) , 

1217 : 3 . ] 
26 7 5 . [This is a fuller ver s ion of No . 19 47 , p . 5 70 . ] 
You git choo one pound of red b eans an ' git  choo a portion o f  guinea peppep 

seeds . Well ,  they cal l that [ the la tter ] , they cal l  for - i t ' s  of f the tpee of 
papadis e ,  an ' you throw i t  up und er each s ide o f  the s teps , 

TREE OF PARADISE you see . No , no , put them b eans up under that s tep - one 
pound of red b eans - an ' th row the guinea peppep seeds up 

under th e side de steps . An '  then you kin take eigh t buckets of water , you s ee ,  
an ' throw aroun ' the door , an ' the nin ' b ucket , choo throw i t  up , you s ee .  An ' 
th en that keep s offi cers  away , too , tha t  nine bucket s  of water , if the offi cers 
all aroun ' your door .  But choo put b lueing water in de eight ' b ucket an ' de nin ' 
bucket b e  loaf sugar , you thr ow it up j is '  the same . 

[ Tpee of papadis e I do not know . I t  and guinea peppep seeds are unrelated 
excep t  in hoodoo . However , two trees are called paradis e t ree : Simapouba g Zauca 
of tropical North Amer ic a ,  and Me Zia azedaPach (China tree) of Asia , the lat ter 
being grown as an ornamental tree in U . S . A . , and known by many names , chinabeppy, 
Indian or Pepsian Zi Zac , ho Zy tpee , etc . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) , 114 7 : 1 . ]  

26 7 6 .  We ll ,  you could take - you g o  to the grocery s tore . You b uy you a two
pound b ox of sugar . You g et you a five-cents can o f  cinnamon . Now , b efore you 

s tart to s crubbing in this hous e , you sweep this  hom e .  Don ' t ever 
UP S IDE DOWN sweep the dirt out ;  you sweep the dir t in . And after you pick up 

th e  dirt and throw it  in to the garbage can , then you take this 
cinnamon and s ugar and you burn i t . S ee , you got t a  u s e  it th ree ways . You mus t 
burn and you mus t sprinkle it on your f loor [ and s crub with i t ? ] , and in the next 
two or thr ee days this hous e gotta be  rented . 

(You burn that sugar and the cinnamon - you burn it , don ' t  you? ) 
You burn it . 
( Then what do you do? ) 
After you burn i t ?  
(Yes . ) 
Then you s crub this p lace . You s ee ,  you go t  this into a li t t le powder or 

something like that , but i t  must b e burned with white  paper - no t newspaper or no 
b rown paper , or no o ther kind of paper . 

(Well • • •  after that ' s  b urned • • •  what do you do with that? ) 
The powder , the paper that ' s  lef t ?  You kin always throw that out , you don ' t 

have any special us e [ for i t ] . 
(Now , wai t  - j us t  a minut e . ) 
That cinnamon and sugar? 
(Yes . ) 
Well , you don ' t have to do anything with it partic ' larly - you know what I 

mean . You jus t - after you finish burning it , then you kin throw that right into 
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the garbag e can , too . And af ter you finish , then you turn your mop upside down 
right at the door , as you going out . 

(Well • • •  you haven ' t  done any mopping yet . When you going to do the mopping ? )  
Well , I told you ,  you mop already . 
(Oh , you mop firs t ? ) 
Yes . You mop fir st . You s ee , you get you a - you got  to mop this place - get 

you a bot tle of  ammonia , bottle o f  b lueing , see . And then you get - you go to  
any drug s to re and you g et you some Logger ' s  Oi l o r  Miner ' s  Oi l ,  o r  any o f  those  
oils , you understand , to  scrub with . See , that ' s  to rent the place . See , that ' s  
�ent the plac e .  

(Well • • •  d o  you scrub • • •  befo re you b u rn  the sugar or af ter? ) 
You have to s crub before you burn the sugar , you see . You s ee , the place is 

tho rough ly clean .  
(Oh ,  I see . And what kind of oil? Any kind of  oil . All right . Burn the 

s ugar and cinnamon , don ' t you ? )  
That ' s  right . 
(Then after you burn that , you throw it out ? )  
Yes , s ir . 
(Then you get th is oil  and stuff and scrub the place? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Then you s et your mop b ehind the door upside down? ) 
That ' s  right - mop and broom .  
(And broom . And then you rent your hous e? ) 
Yes ,  s i r .  
(All right .  I want to g e t  those thing s i n  the right ord er . )  
[ I  was trying to so lve the pr ob lem of us ing sugar and cinnamon informant ' s  

three ways . ]  
That ' s  right . [New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 1368 : 8 . ]  

URINE 2677 . Ah know j es '  lak if a person sellin ' whiskey an ' i f  he wants luck 
to his house , why ah know a lady she used tuh - ev ' ry mornin ' she ' d  git 

up yo ' know an ' she ' d  j is '  sprinkle right ro und wi t chamber lye - sprinkle round 
de corners o f  d e  house on de ins ide . Said dat would ho ld yore luck wit de laws 
an ' bring cus tomers . [Waycross , Ga. , ( 10 6 7 ) , 17 2 6 : 3 . ] 

267 8 .  They takes de chamber lye and s al t  and mix it together and dey takes 
that , if they have a collector or anything comin ' yo '  know , dey kin s catter that 
every mo rning in front of they do ' steps an ' back s t eps , that ' ll keep them away -
won ' t have no collecto rs . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 6 1 7 ) , 7 9 1 : 10 . ]  

26 7 9 . Jes t take a little urinate , your urinate , and a little pot salt and dis 
lit t le ground peppah - hot cayenne peppah . [Three ingredients . ]  You carry a 
c ert ain dis tance from your house , s ee , and you sprinkle , you know . Jes t like de 
road come up to your house or de s t reet , why you j es t  sprinkle it across , you 
unders tand . Why dey couldn ' t come no farther than that . Every time dey g i t  dere 
why dey j est  change dere mind and turn back . 

(That keeps the law away . )  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 11) , 5 7 8 : 1 . ] 
2680 . Things will work mighty easy wit him [ policeman] , if the law wus comin ' 

there perhaps tuh raid j oo out [and ] yo ' didn ' t have any money . Then yo ' could 
take some of yore fas t chamber lye . 

(What do you mean by fas t  chamber Lye ? )  
Wel l , tha t aftah a night yo ' lay down an ' g i t  up in d e  mawnin ' ,  then yo ' use 

that - that ' s  fas t ,  that ' ll work right now . Well , yo ' put three pinches of sugah 
in there an ' make yore wishes whatevah - yo ' know , yo ' don ' t wanta be raid out or 
put out dis mawnin ' . Den yo ' take it to yore front s teps an ' yo ' throw i t  an ' 
don ' t look which way yo ' throw it - j es '  throw it out . Yo ' made yo re wish an '  
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yo ' j es '  go on . He ' ll come in j es ' as calm , " I t ' s  all right i f  yo ' haven ' t  got 
any money . C an ' t chew give me some? "  [ S ome what ? Money in the future or liquor 
now? ] [Memphis , T enn . ,  ( 1542) , 2790 : 9 . ]  

2681 . When yo ' git  up in the morning i f you is worried with the polices or 
most  anything like that , you ' d  g it up ear ly b efore de sun ris e  and scrub yo ' 
porch wit ahamber Zye and d ey no t suppos ed to worry yuh . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(616) , 791 : 3 .  ] 

2682 . Take the ahamber Zye , that is yore own ahamber Zye an ' let i t  set up 
three d ays , an ' a li ttle salt in it an ' wash yore hous e  good , an ' that will bring 
luck to the hous e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1543) , 2794 : 10 . ] 

2683 . If  it ' s  a lucky person , say yo ' takes a sample of their watah . Yassuh , 
if it ' s  a lucky per son ; yo ' know , j es t  lak if i t ' s  a woman an ' she could g it 
�. An ' yo ' take i t  an ' s crub down yore f ront do ' s tep with it . An ' de  f irst 
pers on dat [ enter s ]  shut de do ' af ter yo ' g o  back in - i f  it ' s  a woman , don ' t  
let her come in d e  front , let her go roun ' to d e  b ack ; i f  it ' s  a man , make him 
g ive yo ' a nickel o r  dime befo ' he come in . An '  yo ' kin t ake dat nickel or d ime 
an ' put it b ehin ' dat do ' an ' let it stay d ere dat day . Ah b et chew five dollahs 
by all d is time yore hous e would b e  so full , yo '  wanta git  rid o f  some of ' em . 

(That ' s  new . I never heard that before . You take this ahamber Zye from the 
Zuaky woman. ) [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (j us t  before No . 1343) , 2309 : 3 . ] 

2684 . Well , you have to dress the hous e . Now , that ahamber Zye which you was 
speaking ab out a few minu t es ago - if you boot legging or selling s omething , you 
takes that ahamber Zye which you were speaking about . All right . You takes it  
soon in the morning , no one around , you take that ahamber Zye and you wash from 
your door - porch-s t ep on back . Never , never sweep out your trash out on the 
outside ; always sweep back , going back in the hous e . Sprinkle that ahamber Zye 
every mo rning for seven mornings and you will have so many people at your place 
until you j us t  won ' t  have s eats for ' em .  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 33) , 1061 : 4 . ] 

2685 . Dey take dere urinate an ' f o ' nine mornings an ' sweep of f de back s teps 
wit it . 

(How do they sweep? )  
Yo ' know wi t a broom . Po ' i t  on dere s tep and sweep it , yo ' know , j est  lak 

yo ' sweeping of f  de s tep .  
(I mean how do you sweep it . Sweep it  away f rom the hous e  or toward the 

hous e? ) 
Sweep toward de  hous e .  
(You sweep toward the hous e .  Why d o  you d o  that ? )  
That to bring luck to bring peop le in . 
( I t  mus t  b e  done at the b ack s teps though . You do that when you are selling 

whiskey . )  [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 7) ,  1613 : 1 . ] 
2686 . If yo ' sellin ' whiskey , to keep de law from yore hous e ,  yo ' take an ' 

where yo ' takes a Zeak an ' throw it out right - j es '  throw it  out in de f ront 
every night fo r nine nights  an ' in de mawnin ' s ,  too . An ' throw it out dere f o '  
nine nights or nine mawnin ' s .  Do it that nigh t an ' that mawnin ' ,  yo ' understan ' . 
Well , dat w.ill keep the law from comin ' in yor e hous e .  

(What d o  you mean where you take a Zeak , on the ground? You mean where you 
do it on the g round or in the pot or what ? )  

Where yo ' do it  in a can , don ' t chew see . [ Info rmant has a night aan . ]  
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1452) , 2139 : 5 . ]  

2687 . Yo ' kin take ahamber Zye - fresh ahamber Zye . Jes ' lak yo ' is runnin ' 
a bus ines s , a whiskey place or whutnot , an ' tuh gain inf luence o f  people an ' de 
laws . Yo ' kin take yo ' ahamber Zye in de mawnin ' , not mixed wit no one else , an ' 
make a weesh [wish ] whut chew d es ire tuh do an ' how yo ' desire yo ' bus ines s tuh 
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come ou t - tuh improve . Yo ' kin take hit an ' sprinkle i t  ovah de place fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s . An '  den take d e  leavin ' s  of i t  an ' throw it to de front an ' make yo ' 
weesh - yo ' know how yo ' want chure b usiness - an ' yo '  do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 
An ' d e  laws or whutnot will come tuh b e  yore friends ' s tead of enemies . An ' dey 
will boos t yo ' bus ines s . P eople will come d ere an ' d en buy ,  trade wi t yo ' mo ' 
den evah b efo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1542) , 2 7 88 : 1 . ]  

2688 . Dirt d aub er nes t  is awfu l lucky tuh women (see p . 432) . Women kin take 
dir t  daub er nes t an ' dey kin take it an ' Hearts Co Zogne an ' alum , an ' d ey kin use 
dat in d e  mornin ' at dey f ront . Dey us e ahamber Zye wit i t  too . An ' use dat at 
dey fr ont an ' back do ' an ' da t p lace - women [ do ]  dat , spo ' tin ' women dat way -
plenty men will come round d ere an ' g ive i t  to ' em , have p lenty friends . 
[ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 135 ) , 1846 : 8 . ] 

2689 . You kin mop early in the morning ' fore the sunris e . You kin mop with 
oil of cinnamon and gar lic , b eat it up real f ine , and your urinate overnight .  
Mix it wi th water and mop from th e - s tart from the front s teps and go back in 
your house and don ' t say nothing to nobody till you get done mopping . J es t  hold 
your peace - don ' t say no thing to nob ody - ' f ore the sunrise • • • •  

(And mop it b ack? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(That brings you trad e - bring s you cus t omers if you ar e boot leg g ing ? )  
Yes , s ir . [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 68) , 105 7 : 14 . ] 
2690 . Dat good to make a linament out of it  - anything of garlic lak dat e 

Git six red onions an ' she kin boil al l d at up s ome d ay when d ere ain ' t nobody 
d ere , an ' git  a bunch of cedar [br anches ] an ' mop yore f lo ' s  wit i t ; keep i t  
s ecret yo ' know f rom anybody . Mop up f lo ' s  an ' dat ' s luck - make her have 
hus tZin ' Zuak - cus tomers , anything she wants - sellin ' whiskey or anything . 

(Now what would she b oil  up together , you s ay ? )  
Cedar , garlic - one dose lit t le burr of  garlic , an ' g i t  a nickel wor th of red 

onion an ' j es '  chop it  up , an ' ahamber Zye - g i t  a whole quar t of ahamber Zye .  
Mop dat f lo '  wit it . Don ' t mop ou tside an ' don ' t swe ep de dirt out d e  room out
sid e  - take it  up on a dus tpan an ' burn on de f lo ' . Always go b ackwards wit de 
mop . Don ' t mop out . Yo ' know a lotta people mop out . Dat ' s  yor e luck goin ' 
outdo ' s  - mop back . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1558) , 283 2 : 5 . ] 

2 69 1 .  I f  you want t o  have good luck , you kin take your ahamber Zye and yo ' 
spr inkle i t  - burn incense and put it in there , the ashes , and spr inkle i t  every 
morning b e fore you speak a word , out in f ront of your door , and th at will g ive 
yo ' good luck and br ing peop le to your house . 

( Bring trade to you , if you are s elling s ometh ing ? )  
Yes , s ir .  
( I  see , if I were boot legging or something of that sort . )  
Yes , or running a rooming house - renting a f ew of the rooms . [Vicksbur g ,  

Miss . ,  ( 74 5 ) , 1015 : 5 . ] 
269 2 .  Take yo ' some Red Seal Lye , brand-new box , an ' yo ' gi t  some Hearts 

PerfUme , git a ten-cent bottle of Hearts Perfume , and d ere s omething in de drug 
s tore yo ' call dragon ' s  b lood . Yo ' put that in yo ' s crub water and yo '  scrub it 
on back . S ee ,  yo ' scrub yo ' floors and when yo ' git through , yo ' po ' it all 
around yore g ate . And yo ' take a box of lye and bury i t  at chure s t eps . Bury 
dat lye at  chure s teps an ' spr inkle an ' po ' dat s crubb ing water an ' s crub wi t dat 
every morning , fresh yo '  know , and put a li t t le yore urine in it , in dat water 
an ' yo ' scrub yo ' floors f rom yore s teps backward s  - on back every morning . When 
yo ' g i t  through , yo ' po ' it all around yore gate an ' den from yore steps an ' all . 
An '  bury dat box of lye at d e  bottom o f  yore s tep s and he [ the law ] won ' t cross 
over it .  If dey come dey will pass on by . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 88) , 9 56 : 8 . ] 
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269 3 . I n  the morning g et you a can of  Red Devil Lye and you wash that front 
porch off with it every morning , wi th that Red Devil Lye .  And j es t  like you had 
a chamb er [po t ]  in your hous e ,  you would put tha t  Red D evil Lye into that chamb er 
and wash that front porch off with it . Then rinse th at front porch of f [with 
clean water ] and that would draw the cus tomers into your house . 

( I f  you are bootlegging or something like that? ) 
Yes . [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 70) , 1059 : 5 .  ] 
2 69 4 . Well , j us t  like if you thought s omeone was doing you s omething - trying 

to harm your hous e or your home or something - you pour tha t  [urine ] around your 
hous e and also this here consecrated [ concentrated ] lye wi th the hog on i t . [Hog 
roots out things . ]  

(Wi th the hog on it?  Or a pig? ) 
Uh-huh . 
(Wi th the hog on i t  or the p ig , you mean? ) 
[ This was new to me . I wanted to be  certain . ] 
You s een consecrated lye got a hog on a can , a pig . 
( I  haven ' t  s een the hog on the can but I know what the lye is . They have to 

have a hog on tha t  can? ) 
Yes . That ' s  the b e s t  - i t ' s  got  a b ig old fat pig on i t . Wel l , you sprinkle 

that round your house and tha t ' ll keep people from harming you . 
(You spr inkle i t  all over with that chamber lye ? )  
You don ' t have to mix it - j us t  either one of them ' s  supposed to cure any kind 

o f  harm . 
Another thing that you kin do - j us t  like women you know hav e  lots of men they 

can get  money from . They ca l l  i t  tricky [ tricking ] you know .  Well , on Monday 
morning and Frid ay morning you get up , sweep and s crub your hous e  with this lye 
what I ' m t alking about now . 

( This hog - this concentrated lye . )  
That ' s  got the hog on the s ide of  the can . And you mix i t  wi th sugar and yo ' 

urinate in it - us e chamber lye . And you ' ll b e  successful . 
(That ' s  to bring in trade . )  
Yes . [New Orleans , La . , ( 791) , 110 4 : 5 . ] 
2 69 5 .  A can o f  lye .  
(You take a can o f  lye .  All right . )  
Yes . You urinate in a bu cke t . You take that lye and you pu t i t  in there with 

this urine of yours . Then you j us t  go f rom one corner o f  that hous e to the other 
j us t  in a circle [ c ircumambulate exterior of hous e ] , you know , and dress that 
banquet te [ sidewalk ] and the ground , and call  his name when you s tart . 

( Call whos e name? ) 
Anybody you suspicion is going in there - and call his name when you get to 

i t . When you star t , the p oint is this : mayb e you may f igur e  it ' s  Ralph Johnson 
and you call his name when you s t art . When you empty the bucket you j us t  say ,  
"Ralph Johnson . "  

(He won ' t  come ther e then while you are gone . )  [ N ew  Orleans , La . ,  ( 883) , 
1455 : 3 . ] 

269 6 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  chamber lye an ' pu t sugah in it an ' lye an ' oil 
of anis e ,  an ' sprinkle dat an ' make yore wish . Sweep yore po ' ch back to yore 
house an ' that b rings good luck to yo ' . Do dat fo ' hus t Zin ' peop le - bring money 
in yore house . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 59) , 154 2 : 7 . ]  

2697 . Ah worked once in a woman ' s  sport in ' hous e in South Ca ' lina in Sumt er , 
S outh Ca ' lina , de name o f  Annie H .  I n  her hous e  wus wher e ah worked , an ' she 
said tuh me , she said , "Ah like yo ' heah . "  Sh e wus de hous elady . 

Ah says , "Yes mam . "  
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She says , "An ' af tah ah like yo ' , ah 'm trustin ' mahs e1f . Luck b een bad an ' ah 
reckon dat ah ' 11 let chew make me some . "  

Ah d idn ' t know whut tuh say , yes or no , cus ah didn ' t under s t and whut she 
meant . 

She firs t went in d e  house an ' she b rought out a - yo ' know dis Red Devil 
Lye , she brough t out a box o f  dat e Ah didn ' t ask her no questions .  Yo ' know 
asaf etidy .  A package o f  asa fetidy is about de s ize  of dat ,  an ' it ' s  a nicke l .  
She took dat an ' s h e  chipped it u p  right fine . She took j es '  ab out dat much 
watah an ' she put it in a little b i t  of a pot an ' she took about a tab lespoonful 
of Red Devi l Lye an ' she took three bott les of HeQPts OWn Cologne an ' she come 
tuh me an ' she said , "Mamie? " 

"Yes mam . "  
She said , "Yo ' gotta go an ' git us some dirt out de grave . "  
Yo ' know ah wus scared . Ah thought ah had done something . Ah didn ' t know 

whut in de wor1 ' wus d e  mattah , whut ah d one . An ' she ' solve [dissolved ] dis an ' 
melt , an ' aftah she melt it  she made a lather out it . An ' d en when she made dat 
lather she po ' ed it into a bucket - one of des e b ucket s whut chew might call a 
wa tah b ucket . I t ' s  d e  size of a watah bucket but it nearly - dat wus de s i ze of 
a wat ah bucket but - yet an ' s t ill aftah she made it  up she po ' ed d em in it - but 
dey had dat ring on de s ide an ' a lock . Well , at dat t ime ah could us e both mah 
han ' s .  Now ah has three stif f f ingahs - dey call  it  stiif-j 'int rheumatism. An ' 
ah s aid , "Miss Annie , whut mus ' ah do? " 

She says , "Well , by God , "  she s ays , " scrub . "  
Ah says , "Yes 'm , ah don ' t min ' scrubb in ' . "  An ' ah d idn ' t b ring no insult 

[retaliate]  - no hard f ee1in ' s .  Ah wanted tub be nice endurin ' dat hous e .  
She says , "All right , Mamie? "  
Says , "Yes mam . "  
She said , "Did you know it ' s  fo ' a ' c10ck now? " 
Ah said , "No ' m ,  ah didn ' t .  But it ' s  all r ight . I f  i t ' s all righ t  wit chew , 

it ' s  all right wit me . "  
An '  sh e said , "When de sun ris es ah want dem beddin ' rooms in de clear , so de 

company wi ll be j es ' de same as any day - i f  we havin ' any company . I I  

Ah went roun ' tuh eve� b edroom an ' emptied every one of de chamb er s dat had 
d e  watah in i t  or any thin - not d e  othah but j es '  dat , an' ah scrubbed wit dat e 

(Wha t did you do with that water f rom the chambers ? )  
I n  that  lye watah . 
(Put i t  in that tub ? )  

Yes . An '  ah s crubb ed wit i t  an ' b rothah , ah wou1dn ',t tell yo ' 
didn ' t git bi t further den de f ront po ' ch ,  an ' the hall clean up , 
in anothah lady ' s room round de walls - j es ' tub wipe roun ' d em .  
i t .  

one li e .  Ah 
an ' ah started 
Ah couldn ' t  do 

- She says , "Mamie , yo ' ll have tuh set away dat till she g i t  ovah . "  
Ah says , "All right . "  
(Why couldn ' t  you do it ? )  
Cause de room wus s o  fu11a mens wantin ' tuh go tuh b ed wit d em  wimmins till ah 

couldn ' t  have chance tuh do dat e 
An ' i t  j es '  smelt so good an ' wonderful , ah says tuh mahs elf , " I f  dis de way 

d ey does , ah 'm goin' tell ever ' body . " An ' ah d eclare to goodnes s when time fo ' 
me tub go home , ah didn ' t think no mo ' ' b out it . Now , ah ' sure yo ' ,  ah didn ' t 
know why ah wanted to . Dat wus mah aim to tell mah folks at home ' bout it an ' 
spme othah people ah know , but ah nevah thought a word ab out it . Ah to ld nObody . 
Ah don' t think ah to ld nob ody till ah ' m  te1lin ' yo ' now , An ' it had done le f t  
me . Ah nevah even though t about i t  no mo ' .  I t  j es '  - she had up b e fo ' sunrise . 
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She had m e  clean all d e  rooms out befo' sunrise an' ' fore fo ' a'c lock s truck . 
She said fo ' me tuh b e  through an' b e down to d e  kitchen tuh ketch all dese 
p eop le goin ' out . But ah didn ' t git no further den de second woman's bedroom. 
Some of de ladies in dere had friends with 'em by den. Dey called 'em de Catbone 
Wishers, an' ah wait ed on de three of dem ladies privately .  

An' s o  ah real ly know date 
(Thes e  were whit e  women , weren ' t  they? ) 
Ever ' one of 'em. 
(And the madam was whit e? )  
Ever'one o f  'em . Ever'one of 'em in dat home an ' all. Dere weren ' t  nobody 

dere colored but me an ' de cook . 
[I am unab le to explain either b ucket ring and lock or Catbone Wishers. Since 

I do not ask a ques tion about the latter , I mus t  have assumed the women each had 
or shar ed a black-cat lucky bone. Whe ther catbone wisher was then or now pro
fes sional argot for anything els e , I do not know . ]  [Fayett eville , N .  Car . , 
(1419), 2553 : 4 .  ] 

2698 . You can take cinnamon and sugar and clear water and oil of verb ena . 
See, like this is your front - well you s tart as crubb ing from the front , back in 
but not out. See , and sweep it back in . You s ee . Then you get what you call 
dragon's powder [dragon's b lood ] . See. You smoke the four corners up with that. 
[See margin-title Smoke 'em, p. 723; also Incens e, p. 700 . ] Nat ch ' ly you ' ll be 
successful in a business . [New Orleans, La . ,  ( 822) , 1187:9 . ]  

2699 . Ah would us e urinate an' concen trated lye an ' yo ' know s oon in d e  
mawnin ' . Monday mawnin' an' Friday mawnin ' ah'd always mop all de way through 
befo' anyb ody would enter - s ee ,  that would be roun ' six a ' clock in de mawnin ' . 
An ' aftah ah ' d  git through mopping ah ' d  throw d e  watah down de front s t eps , yo ' 
s ee. Den ah ' d  come back in an' burn mah incens e b efo' ah ' d speak to anybody , 
s ee, an' make a wish . 

(What would that  do then?) 
That would keep de law away. [Memphis, T enn. , (927) , 1510:4 . ]  
2700 . Ah have used - ah used tuh do this . Ah would wash mah house out on a 

Wednesday an ' Friday with brown sugar an' � an ' urinate. [Three ingredients . ]  
But ah would mop twice a week. Wednesday an ' Friday would be mah days . 

(At any par ticular time of the day ? )  
Yessuh . De firs t ,  ear ly in de mawnin ' when ah fir s t  git up , ' fore anyb ody 

would s t art tuh comin' around , ah would do that. 
(That is to bring any kind of cus tomers in?) 
Y essuh . 
An' den fo' luck,  ah would then take an ' wash mahs elf an ' ah would us e Jockey 

Club Per fume an ' oil of b ergamine [b ergamot] . Oil mahself good ,  yo' know , up 
undah mah arms an' back of mah ear lak that . Dat would b e  fo ' mah luck then, yo' 
know , fo ' havin ' dealin ' s with diff ' rent men. [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 927) , 1509:3 . ]  

2701 . Fo' luck yo' take d e  chamber lye an ' yo ' put chew some oil of bergamot, d ey call it - yo ' but it at de drug sto ' ,  oil of b ergamot. Put dat in de chamber 
lye an ' put chew s ome sugah in it an' yo ' put chew some b luein ' . An' yo ' take 
that an' yo ' s crub yore hous e all out good wit it , s ee .  An ' aftah ;0' s crub yore 
house with it , then yo ' take an' d rop three dr ops in each corner an make a wish . 
That's succes s  fo '  yore house. 

(You mean for bringing in cus tomers to buy from you?) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 1549) , 2814:4 . ]  
2702 . In de mawnin ' when yo ' wake up lak dat - if yo ' livin ' a hustlin' Zife, 

git up early of a mawnin '  an '  take yore urinate an ' don't le t nobody else urinate 
in dat bucket an ' s crub d e  po ' ch with it. An ' den on Fridays, well yo ' kin git 



738 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

dis same stuff whut ah wus tellin' yo' 'bout - dis oil of bergamine [bergamot] 
an' put 'bout two or three drops of it in a bucket of hot watah an' mop de house 
on Friday with it, an' dat draws luck fo' bootleggin' and hustZin', too, but � 
mustn't speak to nobody until twelve a'clock. Don't have nuthin tuh say to no
body when yo' git up an' mop yore house. An' on Monday mawnin's don't let women 
folks come in yore house because it's bad luck to yo'. [Memphis, Tenn., (9 53), 
1539:10 . ]  

2703. She kin go and git brown sugar, coated tacum [talcum] - coated face 
powder - and she'd mix 'em together. Then you git oyster shells and then they 
pound it together. And when they pound it together, well then if they do ketch 
a trick , well ev'rytime they ketch a trick , they [the woman] urine, they put 3 
drops in this little vial where this brown sugar and this coated powder and the 
oyster shell. If they can they kin jes' urine in a glass, and take a eye dropper 
and you know and drop 3 drops in when [until] they get to 9 drops. An' then, 
after they do that, why then they git their own luck. And then after they get 
the 9 men - why then after the 9 men go, then you [the woman] take a dropper 
whenever you wanta get a date - you see you take the same eye dropper - and jis' 
take one drop out [the vial], jis' drop it on the bed. Of co'se when they out 
[the vial is empty] they still got that powder, but when they urine over, they 

kin do the same thing over again. [Memphis, Tenn., (965), 1558:13.] 
2704. (These fellows that are bootlegging, what do they do to bring the law 

away?) 
They buys some sulphur an' po' it in yore bucket, yore night bucket, an' let 

it set. Let it set in dere an' den dey po' some of it every morning fo' nine 
mornings. Dey dig a hole an' po' some of it right in front of de do' - in de 
front an' den dey po' some of it in de back, for nine mornings. 

(Out of this same bucket - the same water with this sulphur in it.) 
The same water that had the sulphur in it for nine mornings - den dey po' it 

in dere. Den dey sprinkle it [dry] jest all around yore house - ah mean dat 
sulphur den. All yo' ever do every morning befo' yo' git up befo' day. Ah've 
had dat done - sprinkle dat sulphur. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (985), 1592:9.] 

2705. You use Hearts Perfume an' chamber lye - sprinkle it all around in yore 
place fo' sunrise in de morning. Yo' git up an' yo' sprinkle dat around in yore 
place. An' then yo' use salt - sprinkle salt around in yore place. If yo' have 
any rug, anything dat chew kin put dat salt undah, it is very lucky. An' dat 
chamber Zye an' dis Hearts Perfume it's very, very lucky to bring in customers. 
If yo' use dat chamber lye an' dat Hearts Perfume , an' if yo' will burn some 
sulphur - if yo'll burn some sulphur into yore place in a pan, right in de middle 
of de flo', an' use yore Hearts PerfUme an' yore chamber lye , why yo'll bring in 
yore peoples. [Waycross, Ga., (1116), 1791:6.] 

2706. A bucket of pee. Dey puts van-van in dis pee an' dey throws dat on 
de banquette an' dey take a bucket of watah an' dey rinses dat - dat urine an' 
dat van-van all ovah de banquette. Dat keeps de banquette damp. Ever' now an' 
den dey'll come out an' throw fresh watah on dat tuh keep it freshened up, so 
when yo' pass or anybody pass, well yore feet will get dampened by dat dere -
walkin' in dat damp spot. Well, dat'll draw yore attention into dis place. If 
yo' go home an' yo' need anything, yo' won't go to de othah places tuh git any
thing. Yo'll go tuh dis place where yo' undah de influence of dat van-van. See, 
dat puts yo' undah de influence of spendin' yore money in dis place. Dat keeps 
de man's place packed an' jammed wit dis urine an' dis van-van. [New Orleans, 
La., (1572) , 2889:4.] 

2707 . You use saltpeter, blood root, chamber lye, salt, pepper and alum. You 
mix it all altogether and you boil dis. You boil it in your own water Mondays, 
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Wednesdays and Fridays and af t er you have boiled it down ,  you take the b o t t om of 
it - let it boil dry - de bottom will be a powd er and you jes t put it to de front 
door. Throw it out and rub it on yore door , and d ey [officer s of the law ] won ' t 
come . Dey'll pas s  by and go to next hous e . [Washing ton , D . C . , ( 628) , 80 6 : 9 . ] 

2708 . A f ellah told me that he wus at a plac e drinkin' somewheres an' he 
s ays ,  "One man s ays, 'Ah dunno why ah come heah an' git mah whiskey, but ah does 
it, ' he says, ' i t ' s  not becaus e i t's s o  ni ce an' c lean, ' s ays, 'but ah do come 
heah an ' git i t,' he s ays .  [Man who told my informant asks] 'Well, wby'd yo' 
reckon it wus go good? ' [Th e dr inker answer ] ' Well, ah don't know. But do you 
know , anothah fellah tole me dat she pees in i t . '"  [Cf . Mens es , p . 7 0 8 . ] 
[Faye t tevi lle , N .  Car . ,  (1446), 2624:6 . ]  

2709 . Jes '  like yore cus tomer yo ' want tuh come to  yo', yo' selling whiskey, 
yo ' kin take a little of yore chamber Lye an' put in dat whiskey an' dey always 
come back dere . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 1 7 83:10 . ]  

27 10 . Know whut d ey do wit chure whiskey an ' make 'em pull da t - course dat ' s  
a diss ipated thing . Well , yo ' ea t chamber Lye an' yo' kin git ' em  an' d ey jes' 
b e  crowd in , in dere - yo ' can't wait on ' em  fas t  enough . 

(You put chamber Lye in the whiskey.) [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1186 ) ,  2000:8 . ]  
2711 . Take yore urinate an ' put sugah in it  an ' wash f rom face an' yor e  haid, 

down on down, an ' g ive yo' all d e  lu ck in de wor l' .  Everywhere yo' go yo' kin 
sell any thing or jes' git money jest 1ak dat [snapping the fingers ) .  [ Comment 
by trans criber who heard fing ers snap. S o  do I hear them . ] [New Or leans , La . , 

( 1561) , 2858:6 . ]  
VANILLA 2712 . You ever heard o f  vanilla? 

(Vanilla ? Yes . )  
Vanilla that you makes cakes with . Well, you get  you some vanilla, but th at 
s tick vanilla [vanilla pod ? ] .  I don ' t mean this cheap vanil la - gotta b e  good, 
and you take that vanilla and you get  up s oon in the morning and you mop all in 
fr ont of that door, and you have aplenty cus tomer s -

-
mor e cus t omer s then you 

want . [ New Or leans, La . , ( 8 84) , 1457:10. ] 
VAN-VAN 27 13 . (What did you s ay about thos e  men down your way ? )  

Mens da t running or s tarting up a little business , de  first  thing d ey 
do , dey g i t  d em  some of d is van-van and dey s crub wi th i t  ' cause it 's got a 
pleasant odor. And yo ' s crub with dat - s t eps, front porch, every thing . 
[ Mobile, Ala . ,  ( 700) , 951:1.] 

2714. Yo' ain ' t gotta take nuthin bu t dis van-van. Yo ' git it at d e  drug 
s to ' . Take van-van. You git about da t much f o ' a dime , ah think it is . Yo' 
take ab out dat much an' mix it  up in a quar t of watah aftah yo' sweep, s c rub . 
Sweep up [ f irst).  Yo ' sprinkle dat aroun' in dere [after you s crub ] . Take d e  
b o t t le an ' sp rinkle all around in d ere, an' de  cus t omers comin ' . [New Or leans, 
La . , ( 1569 ) , 2882:2 . ]  

2715 .  Take a litt le sulphur and burn in yor e  business p lace in de  morning of 
nine mornings . Open your bus ines s place and burn that sulphur . And burn that 
and say a little wish - wish f or your money or succes s  in there before anyb ody 
ent er s . And that b rings you luck , that brings your trade . But burn this every 
morning f or nine mornings .  

Then you take a little Van-van - keep a little mop - that draw de cus tomers . 
Jes t  mop your floor once or twice a week - Wednesdays and Fridays . That b rings 
you trade . 

(What do you mop it  with? ) 
Van-van. That ' s  lit tle thin-like s tuff from de drug store . Jes t put little 

drops in yore water and mop - jes t a few drops to wipe de floor Wednesday morning 
and Fridays . 
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( Do you have to mop the floor in any particular manner?) 
Jest bring it in though - all in, don't carry it out. You jest come inside -

starts from de stair and come inside and then you bringing your luck in. See, to 
draw de persons to Come tuh yo'. That sulphur you burn fo' nine mornings, that 
keeps your luck always. But burn it nine mornings - a tablespoon or much as you 
want - in de place befo' anybody cross your doorstep. Don't allow nobody to come 
in before you get that sulphur burn. [Mobile, Ala., ( 662), 871:7.] 

2716. To make people come buy from you now, if you'd scrub your house out. 
You just would get you - just like I told you this before, if you wanta keep from 
getting hupt. Just get you some lye, �, and some linsin soap and put in that 
water. 

(What kind of soap?) 
Linseed[?]. That's that heavy coarse soap, but it's brownish-like. Cracker

jack Drug Store got all that right there - sell you that any time you calls for 
it and show you the same thing. And you put that in that water and it going to 
be dissolved in the water - just let it dissolve there you understand. And take 
that and scrub your place every morning - just about five a'clock you scrub your 
place with that. And you kin have that old van-van stuff and just throw it all 
around there every time you come in the house, and the place just going to smell 
likes it's cologne up in your house. [People come] thinking that you got nothing 
[but] cologne and such things. Well you - all your customers just going to be 
coming there and coming there - coming backward and forward and see you. 

Keep the law - the same thing, off you. 
(The same way, I see . )  [New Orleans, La., ( 841), 127 5:1.] 
2717.  If you wants to draw them to you, you goes to the drug store and get 

you a dime's worth of steeZ dust. You get that steel dust and you get you a box 
of cinnamon. You can get a box of cinnamon for a nickel. After you getting the 
box of cinnamon, you take and get some van-van. This is supposed to be like -
you mix that all together and you shakes it well. And you scrub out your place. 
You scrub out your place with this steel dust, van-van and cinnamon and sugar. 
You scrubs it out all around your place, around with that. When everybody is out 
you scrubs it out, and when you come in, as you come in, well, people come in and 
look like your business done pick up. That van-van done gives it a sweet smell. 
[New Orleans, La., ( 820), 1183:1.] 

2718.  Ah heard that if a person sellin' whiskey an' yo' didn't want de law 
tuh come dere, say jes' fo' yo' jes' tuh keep alum an' vinegar. Yo' take dis 

alum an' vinegar - see, dey both sour together, an' yo' takes an' melts 
VINEGAR dis alum an' burns it first an' melt it, and den puts it in vinegar an' 

keep it spread down cross yore do'. Said 'long as yo' keep dat dere, 
said de law wouldn't bother yo'. [Fayetteville, N. Car., ( 1391), 2497 :2.] 

2719. I've heard that you take a little vinegar and a little short rug, and 
put a little vinegar on the rug and put it across the door, and they will come to 
the door but they won't come no further . That keeps them from coming across that 
rug. [Fredericksburg, Va., (63), Ed.] 

27 20. Take a east [yeast] powder bottle and put it full of vinegar, salt and 
,pepper, and put it right down at your gate - you bury it in the ground - and this 
person that you don't want to come to your house, he won't come in then. [Old 

Point Comfort, Va., ( 23), Ed.] 
WATER 2721. Dey use what dey call down heah - dey use still watah. Yo' use 

still watah an' jest go out dere at chure do' - 'sposed tuh be in de 
mawnin'time befo' yo' open yore sto' to offah yore business - go to yore do' an' 
yo' drop nine drops; ,sposed, at chure do' befo' de do' is opened in de mawnin', 
befo' yo' open yore place of business, nine drops at yore do'. Keep it airtight, 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 741 

de watah. Keep airtight an' take a eye-dropper an' drop yo' nine drops of stiLL 
watah - de watah whut chew use tuh bath wit, or watah dat yo' ketch from de sky; 
yo' know, rain watah, ketch it in some glass or 'nothah befo'. [For luck in 
business that day.] [Savannah, Ga., (1276), 2171:6.] 

2722. For bootlegging or something like that, well you use cinnamon, rain 
water, or any water from any river. 

(What do you do now?) 
Get clear rain water and van-van - a oil you get from the drug store, they 

calls van-van. You put three drops in there. 
(In this rain water?) 
Yes sir. And then scrub the place before the sun rise. You scrub it all 

round before the sun, but always scrub it coming in, not going out - see. And 
the law won't even trouble you, from my understandin'. [New Orleans, La., 
(838), 1261:2.] 

2723. Well, you have to take and - just like you scrub, you have to keep 
scrubbed up all the time. Then you take and write his name. You got to get the 
officer' s on the beat, see, and write his name nine times. Put it into a bucket 
of water. You gotta throw - you throw eight buckets of water and scrub with that 
cinnamon and stuff, and then after that last bucket of water you have with his 
name, and talking to five people, and throw it in front of the door and that 
washes him away. 

(I see. Well, now, what do you put in those nine buckets of water? What 
solution do you put in that water, now?) 

The same things - cinnamon, steeL dust, van-van, fast Luck and white rum. 
(White what?) 
White rum. 
(Is it liquor? The liquor rum?) 
Well, it's rum. You can get that from the drug store. It's the white rum. 

I always bought it at the drug store. 
(Is it [something]?) 
It's licris [liquid]. Use that for drawing - it's for drawing [customers?]. 
(White rum?) 
White rum. 
(How do you spell that?) 
R-O-N-E . 
(It's made from sugar? Is that the liquor that's made from sugar cane?) 
I don't know. 
[He means white rum. White rum is used in candle rites later.] 
(Eight buckets with this mixture - this water - and then you tear this offi-

cer's name out and put it into?) 
Into that last bucket. 
(Into the last bucket.) 
[TaLking to five peopLe? After the eighth bucket, operator had to speak -

good morning or something - to five persons passing by or within speaking dis
tance. If five were unavailable within reasonable time, an experienced operator 
would name five persons and pretend-taLk to them. You tear this officer's name 
out? This can only mean the informant - either in a previous rite or while 
machine was turned off - pretended to write a name in an imaginary paper tablet 
and to tear out the sheet. Did my small Numbers Book with spiral binding in 
front of me suggest the idea?] [New Orleans, La., (830), 1233:8.] 

2724. [The preceding informant gives a similar rite as follows:] 
Well, just you scrubs it. You gets van-van, steeL dUst, cinnamon, fast luck 

and scrub your house from front to back. Start at the front door and then you 
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take and pour nine buckets of water and blueing, and throw that nine buckets of 
water in front of your door, and that's to draw in a crowd. 

(Either for bootlegging or [men for] women?) 
Anything. It the same thing. [New Orleans, La., (830), 1233:7.] 
2725. We going to scrub the house out first with that Red Seal Lye. That's 

if anything is croBBed in the house - the building is croBBed before you occupy 
it. After scrubbing with that Red Seal Lye, you get you some 

WATER THROWN cinnamon powder, you get you some oil of verbena, then you get you 
some granulated sugar. If you wants white and colored trade, you 

get that white syrup and you get that red syrup, mixing well, scrubbing from the 
front porch on to the rear, throwing a glassful in each direction of the globe 
after scrubbing, and I guarantee you burning cinnamon powder and burning incense 
in the building when you in there alone, leaving it smoke well, open up the door, 
and you can't keep the gang out of there. 

(I see.) 
[After machine stopped, I ask about keeping law away.] 
The same though. 
(The same thing will keep the law away from there?) 
Absolutely. [New Orleans, La., (879), 1447:5.] 
2726. If yo' runnin' a place an' want luck fo' customers, yo'd git chew some 

cinnamon an' yo'd git some sugah an' git yo' some oil of verbena, an' take pars
ley - yo' know parsley whut chew season food with. Yo' put it in a bucket an' 
put it on de stove an' boil it well. Aftah it bOil, yo' start tub s crubb in , yo' 
business from de front to de back. When yo' git through scrubbin' it goin' to 
de back, dis same watah dat chew scrub wit, throw a glassful to each way - one to 
de east, one to de west, one to de south. [Presumably, unlucky north purposely 
omitted.] All right. When yo' git through that, yo' take yo' some cinnamon agin 
an' yo' take yo' three of those good incense,_an' yo' let dat burn very slow. 
Take some sugah an' mix it up well, an '  throw it right in front of de do', an' 
throw three buckets of watah on date Den de place won't be able tuh hold the 
people. 

(What do you do with that incense?) 
Burn it. Mix it wit de sugah. Have tuh sterilize de'sugah aftah yo' burn it, 

see. Well, throw it out an' throw three buckets of watah on it. [New Orleans, 
La., (1560), 2854:7.] 

2727. Well, yo' git chew some incense from de drug store an' a bottle of 
van-van and yo' burn de incense in de house and open de front do' where it will 
go in de street. Well, everybody dat pass, well dey takes a notion to stop by. 

(What do you do with that van-van oil?) 
Yo' take that van-van oil and yo' put it in yore scrubbing water and mop yore 

front porch with it. After yo' git through mopping yo' chunk de water out in de 
street an' it cause a congregation • • • •  

That van-van - po' it in yore scrubbing water, yo' mop yo' front porch an' 
steps with it, when yo' git through yo' take an' chunk it out in de street. Dey 
might pass de street, but dey ain't coming in de house. 

(That will keep the law away?) 
Yeah. [Mobile, Ala., (701), 952:7+11.] 
2728. Go to de drug sto' an' git some van-van, oil of clover, oil of winter

green an' Heart-horne Cologne, an' mix it together an' scrub with it, and always 
throw yore water at de gate. 

[Informant means Hearts Obm Cologne; not Hawthorne Cologne or Hartshorn 
Cologne. ] 

(Throw the water at the gate?) 
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After yo ' sit through scrubb ing an ' dat will draw de crowd . 
(You told me about the oil of wintergreen and van-van. You us e that to get a 

j ob ,  too? ) 
Yas suh , yo ' us e  al l that . [Mobile , Ala . , (696) , 9 45 : 1 . ] 
2729 . Take one penny an ' nail it down here [ d emons trates ] .  
( Under the d oors ill . )  
Under de do ' s ill . Won ' t  put chew out cus he [Indian of  penny ] s tand ing on 

it - he s t and in ' on de do ' sill . Ev ' ry mornin ' when you g i t  up ,  take yore ahamber 
lye an ' throw i t  out dere . Dat ' s if you runnin '  sportin ' hous e an ' men ' s comin ' 
dere an ' ev ' rythin ' . Take dat runnin ' water [ from the faucet ] an '  throw i t  out . 
Dat ' ll br ing ' em  all in an '  den de cus tomers will come an '  de law ain ' t  comin '  
dere . Dey can ' t come over dat . 

If you walk around Char les ton , you wanta see dese pennies dere . 
(On the doors ills . )  [ For this us e of  penny , see p . 6llf . ] [ Char les ton , S . 

Car . , ( 530) , 641 : 9 . ] 
27 30 . You can g o  to the eas t  and make your wish , "In the Name of the Father , 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit , "  and throw three g las ses o f  water and make your 
wish for anything you want - to make a succes s and get it . 
----(Do you face the eas t or turn your back to i t ? ) 

No , you face the eas t . 
(And throw the wa ter? ) 
And throw the wat er . [New Or leans , La . , (819 ) , 1170:5 . ]  
27 3 1 .  Go to work and put on some bathwa ter in the mo rning . 
(Bathwat er? ) 
Bathwater . She go to work and she g et her s ome s altpeter , j us t  a little p iece 

of s altpeter , put in tha t water and some red t ape lye . 
(Red tape? ) [Red Seal? ] 

WRONG SIDE OUT Yes , s ir . You know , I mean concentr at ed lye , and she bath in 
that water . She don ' t �ry at all .  She jus t  get out o f  the 

water wet and turn ev ' ry piece of hern wrong s ide outwards , wear i t  from the 
morning unt il four o ' clock in the evening and then she throw it o f f . Then she 
get the Book of PsaLms and read the tenth vers e and her luck ' ll come . 

( Saltpe ter mixed wi th ly e .  That ' ll br ing i n  men for the night? ) 
Yes , si r .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 15 7 3 : 11 . ] 
2 7 3 2 . I ' ve heard a man said once when he would get  out o f  a j ob ,  he would 

take his shirt right next to his skin - tha t if  he would turn i t  on the wrong 
side , he ' d  wear like that an ' in the next two or three days he ' d  have p lenty of 
work . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 29 3 ) , 215 : 2+85 . ] 

2733 . If you own a hous e and you wanta get  a rent er f or that house , you take 
you s ome , what they call ye l low wash, sugar , and your ur ine [three ingredients ] , 

and you pu t tha t in a bucket and you s crub that house all over . 
YELLOW WASH S tart from the front steps , scrub up ,  and sc rub i t  plumb t o  the 

back , and leave that hous e open and jus t  make a prayer . When you 
make that prayer , in les s  time than two or three days you will have that hous e 
rented . [New O rleans , La . , ( 883) , 1453 : 2 . ] 

2734 . (Use what ? )  
Ye l low wash . 
(Ye l low wash?) 
Uh-huh , they scrub with that ye l low wash . 
(These hustling women do that ? )  
Ab solutely . They burn that incens e powder , see . 

that they burn that incens e powd er - then af ter they 
tha t ye l low wash and - not no bay rum - what is this 

I t ' s  a cus tom rule , after 
us e that incens e powder and 
stuff cal led . Wi tch hazel . 
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(Witch hazel. What do they do with that?) 
Put on ' em all here, you see [demonstrates, rubbing his chest]. 
(On their breast?) 

Yes, put it on their breast, see. That's for kind of drawing - that's for a 
drawing sensation. Now, after a man once ever go with this woman. 

(He what?) 
After a man ever once go with this woman, getting that odor in his nose, an' 

sme11in' that, and if he go with another woman and not getting that same odor, 
he don' t be satisfied. It same as over in the European countries when they had 
that chlorine gas. That gas, if it was made with a stink scent to it, the moment 
you'd smell it, you would clamp your nose, but it had a scent like perfume, see, 
smelled sweet, and the more you smelt, the more you inhale. You see. And the 
first thing you know, down you'd go. Well, it's the same way, if a man would go 
with a woman and she'd have a bad scent, well, he wouldn't crave for that odor; 
but if she have a sweet scent, ev'ry time he go with her he expecting that scent. 
If he goes to one and don' t get that scent, it won't be a comfort. 

(I see.) 
That's the way it goes. [ New Orleans, La., (879), 1449: 10. ] 

SHRINES 

ALTARS - CANDLES - SAINTS 

NEW ORLEANS AREA 

[Our main title is one of the oldest elements of religion - shrines, private 
and public. I visited two of them in Baltimore; the one spiritualistic with 
colored lights, the other Christian and the place where I interviewed. .What 
these shrines are, how custodians differ, we must learn from the material itself. 

Most important will be the actual words of shrine-keepers in later subsections: 
CUstodian of a Shrine, A Woman and Her Three Saints, Beer for St. Peter and Cigar 
for St. Anthony, and other interviews. Moreover, we must not forget the doctor 
and the professor previously met, Nos. 14, p.15, and 427, p.128. At the begin
ning I did not rush to New Orleans, tempting though it was; I gradually worked 
towards the city for experience along the way. Some of this work pertaining to 
the New Orleans atmosphere now follows, ending with margin-title PUbZic Shrine.] 

(1) ALTARS 

2735. (They burn the candles in New Orleans and along the coast here. 
[I am repeating informant's words.] Do they do it in any other part of the 

country?) 
THEY BELIEVE IN CANDLES [I had not yet visited New Orleans.] 

No sir, it's more - it's founded on de Catholic super
stition. De Catholic Church burns a [good] deal of candles. 

(Then you think this candle burning is confined more or less to the colored 
people, who are more or less under the influence of the Catholic Church?) 

Yes sir. It' s teaching dem because of dere religious ideas to my mind. On 
the other hand, of course, dey go off away from de teaching [of the Catholic 
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Chur ch ]  certainly. We unders tand dat de candles repr esent someth ing in the life 
o f  Chr is t  poss ib ly, and among the pray ing [true belie vers ]  they us e [them ] in 
that way ent irely� B ut the more illiterate and s upers t it ious class o f  peop le 
aro un' New Orleans an' along de coas t - along de Gulf of Mexico - where Spanish 
desc ent an d French descent are Catholic peop le, their relig ious ideas influence 
that c lass o f  colored people and some times white people. They b elieve in cand les 
an' people - de hoodoos dey use da t s upers t it ious idea. They have a candle that 
they have manufact ured in all colors - yo ' kin git dem in all co lors and dey 
us ually have 'em in a room. [ He describes a ltar but r ecording bad. For infor
mant 's other contr ibut ion to this sub ject ,  see No. 427, p. 128. ] [Mobile , Ala . , 
(675 = The Rev. Mr . Young ), 893:2. ) 

2736. (What kind of name did you say? Alg iers is what kind of name?) [ I  
had not yet been to Algiers .] 

Jes t  dat ole ant ique name - you unders tand what I mean , of b e ing a Hoodoos 
town. You know wha t  I mean. That 's that [town) c ross the river a t  New Orleans , 
you know - jes t got that ole antique name there. 

(Well , thos e hoodoos, are they any good?) 
HOODOOS TOWW Oh , some people very good, yeah . Ah've did s ome wonderful work 

there in Alg iers.  I was with HeZen, and Maud, Frances - the Seven 
Sisters they call ' em .  Yeah, they's very good girls - th ey are very good inter
pretaters. They had a mental capacity - all those g irls did ,  and [S omeone? o ne 
of the girls ] is  one of the b es t  card rea ders in the country. 

[ I  doub t  the e xistence of the or iginal Seven Sisters as seven individ uals; but .  
the idea o f  them, like that of Dr. B uzzard , was wi dely known and copied. Even 
Seven Brothers were invented (see below) , p erhaps from the seventh son of the 
seventh son, and of course there had to be a Seven Sisters root (p . 645) . ) 

(I see. Well , I s upp os e there are just as good outs ide? You get s ome p eople 
jus t  as good away from there?) 

Oh s ure . The town don't make the mental capacity of  a man - either de State 
[ Lo uis iana ] don't make tha t. It's jus t an old wife's s aying a�ay b ack in old 
antiquity - say ing Alg iers - ' caus e  that's the firs t  originator, unders tand me , 
of de hoodoo proposit ion. Yeah, years back p rior to me and yo urs b irth ,  yeah . 

[Richmond , Va. ,  (427), 378:1; a doctor.] 
SEVEN SISTERS 2737. (What have you heard about them, the Seven Sisters?) 

Well , ah heard dey wus awful brainful , b ut ah don't think so 
much of ' em  mahself. 

(Are they s t ill alive?) 
One of them . 
(They seem to live a long time - thos e  Seven Sisters?) 
Yes s uh. 
(Well, what do they say abo ut them? J ust gi ve me a little account of the 

Seven Sisters. What have you heard about them?) 
Well, d ey tells me dat de Seven Sisters kin read yore mind; dey kin do any 

kind of hoodooism dat ki n b e  did. An' co's e ,  de Seven Sisters works mos t by 
p rayers an' in terms of de Bib l e . There are things dat chew kin take yore Bib le 
an ' where dat de Seven Sisters could n ' t g ive yo' a s ub s tant ial ans wer abo ut , even 
s o  mys elf. [ Extract  from later subsect ion , inter view with Havana Man, New 
Orleans , La. , No.  1564.] 

2738. [Everything with in quotations is from my orig inal penciled notes made 
wh ile lis tening to s ome ma ter ial my transc rib er fa iled to transcribe. Underlined 
word s  are the exact words of informant.  "Long s tory b ut not worth t rans c ribing 
in full - t ie s tr ing on [something's - b lack hen ' s ?] legs and told her to go out 
until find him • • •  b ring son to mother - the Seven Sisters out of [from or at] 
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bridge in New Orleans [Algiers] - the one called Mary, the informant use to go 
out there when in New Orleans - use lots of cards - read your palm - tell for
tunes - they don't do much - they don't use so much - lots of time they tell you 
jis' go home and whatever you want will happen - put choo in a dark room an' let 
you stay in there." Memphis, Tenn., (966), 1561 :11.] 

2739. De Seven Sisters . 
(Where are they?) 
Some parts of So'th Ca'1ina - ah don't know exactly. 
(She went there in this scrape she got into and the judge couldn't convict 

her?) 
Couldn't convict her - an' dey had her in jail an' ever'thing. [Fayetteville, 

N. Car., (1417), 2551:9.] 
2740. Well, now, dere's 10ta other things whut ah hear people talk about 

gambUn' han's . 
Ah hear a fellah say a time ago dat he went to de Seven Sis ters in Virginia, 

but he said he went dere fo' a gamblin' han'. Well, he wus give a gamblin' han' 
fo' - by, not de people he went tuh see. He went to see dem [Seven Sis ters ] but 
dey wasn't in at present, but he found some man dey call Mr. G. H. Smith. He 
called tuh be a confidence man, which an' evah he is. G. H. Smith & Company -
de books company's name on dat. Spells his name 1ak dat - G. H. Smith & Company. 

Dis man gived him a piece of lodestone an' he gave him a piece of somepin dey 
call de five-fingers [grass]; but dis was to be found in de woods, dis five
fingers . It's like a flower grows - it grow in de shape of five fingers, jest 
1ak dose five fingers [demonstrates]. Dey gave him a piece of dat, after gitting 
dis lodestone, an' den he told him dat he would give him some othah kind of mix
ture. Dat wus wrapped up in a cloth an' it looked 1ak dat wus graveyard dirt. 
An' he told him to put dis all in dis little bottle an' every mornin' he tole 
him tuh feed dis heah wit Hearts Cologne.  

Now, dis stuff - ah looked at de thing an' it eat up de stuff, dat Hearts 
Co logne jest 1ak yo' take water an' drink it. Now, yo' could po' some of dis 
bottle like dis morning an' fill dat bottle half full, an' twelve a'c10ck every 
bit of dat stuff be gone. Dat stuff - whut dey had in dat bottle wit dat five
finger - would suck it up. 

Now, dis man could go into a gambling hall - no one knows de truth if I would 
tell it - he could go into de gambling hall an' money - jest walk in an' hold de 
cards - pick up any cards - doesn't matter whut cards he pick up - he could pick 
up any card an' that card would get him through. Now he could sit there an' jes' 
beat de skin game. {Waycross, Ga., (1143), 1865:4.] 

2741. Go out there an' git that an' send that off, see. 
(Get this graveyard dirt?) 

Yes sir, git dat. Gits it outa de head part - de face, see, but chew have to 
know personally dat dose people - how dey buried. If dey buried on dere back, 

yo' see, an' yo' gits dat right out de face of co'se. Den yo' 
SEVEN BROTHERS sends that off - yo' sends it off to dose Seven Brothers in New 

York. Ah reckon yo' heard talk of dose Seven Brothers, an' 
dey'll dress dat an' send it back to yo' an' de red flannel, see, an' put nine 
pins in dat an' dis Heart-Home Perfume - keep it perfumed [fed] wit it, helps 
yo' to do de work. [The mail-order firm sells ingredients only; you must make 
the bag - a hand. ] 

It will give you luck an' keep yo' - it's jest lak de powders, too, it keeps 
yore enemies away from you an' yo' successful in business of any kind that chew 
wanta start. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1012), 1637:3.] 

2742. It's a gift - ah been doin' it all mah life. 
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(This woman [an author] says that down there when a doctor of this type has 
any disciples or anybody he is teaching - when they are initiated - Do they have 

IT'S A GIFT 
SAYS 

DOCTOR SIMS 
OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

FORMERLY OF NEW ORLEANS 

some sort of initiation ceremony? Or something like 
that?) 
Yeah, they have that shore. 
(Do you know anything about what they do?) 
Well, ah tell yo'. Now we have - ah have had a school 
right to here. People say they are gifted - they got 
a gift. Well, ah'll try 'em to see if dey kin see it -

to see if they know anything. Well, if ah see the same thing they say they see, 
den ah know they have a gift. Well, den ah'll go on a'develop 'em. I'll even 
show 'em articles in de Bible to read to git dereself in dat position. [See my 
biblical comment p.36l.] Yo' see, then after they study that and they know it 
fluently - and den ah write down to de Temple an' git a diploma an' give 'em, 
see. Den dey kin go about an' ,use de Temple's name. 

(Where is this Temple by the way?) 
St. John's Temple. That's what we call a great hoodoo place. You will find 

that when you go down there. You jest ask anybody and they say it's one of the 
largest places there of its kind. 

(They teach there? Is it a church or what?) 
Yeah, it's like a church and dey have a lot of understudies and they heal 

there. They do everything. An' people go dere. They have more white than they 
do colored. 

(Did you ever hear that in these initiations they have a altar and burn can
dles and that sort of thing?) 
-oh yes, I have the same thing. Ah have it now at mah place. 

(Sort of an altar?) 
Yeah, ah have a altar wit saints and candles and oils and different things. 
(If I came around to see you, would you let me see them?) 
Sure ah let chew see - sure. You come around and yo' kin see it any time. 

Ah'm dere every day but Sunday. 
(Do you have a special room or something of that sort?) 
I have a whole basement downstairs - whole basement wit all mah business in 

it. Ah have one at de church too. You kin come to mah church sometime and you 
will see how ah perform. 

(Yes, where is your church?) 
Things ah knows from mah own experience. 
[He conveniently missed my question. I do not repeat it.] 
(All right suppose you tell me one of those.) 
Dey take your photograph and dey turn it upside down and take a pink light and 

burn it to it fer nine nights and nine days, and dat will worry your mind. Maybe 
dis woman or somepin dat love you - it would cause your mind to keep coming on 
her all de time. 

Yes, she can. Dis woman she takes his name and she write his name nine times, 
she write her name nine times across this. And then she takes a PIrik light and 
she turns this light on top of this piece of paper. When de drippings of dis 
candle covers this full name then he will be back. 

Well, you would take St. Anthony. You would take St. Anthony and you would 
take three lights which would be a green one, a black one and a yellow one, and 
you would burn this light every night and every morning until these lights burn 
down completely. That would relieve you or your mind. 

(If someone was trying to harm me. Well, what do you do about St. Anthony?) 
St. Anthony, dat's a saint. Why you take him and burn dese three lights to 
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him and ask him to • • • •  
(Oh, you have a picture of him?) 
Oh. yeah, a picture of dis saint. 
You take St. Peter. St. Peter is a saint that is used fo' all thieves. Yo' 

take a brass key and you put dis key in de Bible and then you call names. Any
body that lives in dis house and yo' suspicion that anyone in this house did dis 
crime. Yo' call dere name and de Bible will tell you. It will turn on de one 
dat stole these things when you call de name. de Bible will turn an' fall. 

(Well, what do you do with that St. Peter?) 
St. Peter is on a picture. You only stand him and light a light, jest a white 

candle, and then use dis big brass key which is de one dat gives yo' de secrets 
to thieves. 

(I see - you put that in the Bible.) 
Say they have a thing that they call guinea seeds - supposed to control and 

give you power. You take one of those seeds and chew it up fine and jest as you 
about to enter and start to talking to this party, you spit this three times in 
front of 'em and say to yourself what chew want them to do. And they claim that 
they have to do these things. 

(That is used when you are going to get a job.) 
Now dey claim fer frogs - in order to have someone 

frogs in ' em  - you take a frog and you will boil him. 
take this water and they claim that nine dr ops of this 
water will create frogs to be crawling inside of you. 

that chew wanta triak - put 
After you boil him you 
water into your drinking 

(Is there any way to get those frogs out?) 
The only way to get 'em out would be jest the same way as they got ' em in. 

Well, in other words, dey say they'd boil de water for you to drink, and well 
dey would boil more water for you to drink again and den de frogs would come 
back [out]. [For Doator Sims, see No. 34, p.23, and Index.] [Washington, D.C., 
(639), 827:8-829:9.] 

2743. Set it eleven 'clock at night and you dress the candles. You get seven 
candles fer that purpose and you dress them with a certain kind of perfume. But 

YOU HA VE TO BE BORN 
PSYCHIC 

YOU WERE BORN PSYCHIC 

chew have to do these things on the new moon. Anything 
that's good has to be done on the new moon; the bad thing 
they do on the waste of the moon. But now, if you wanted 
a person to come back, you d�ss the candles and you set 
'em at eleven 'clock at night so it work on the new moon. 

And then you have to set the candles to burn and pray. [Pray while candles are 
burning.] And burn the High John Conker Incense. An' you do that from about 
eleven to half-past eleven. And then sometimes you set and concentrate. You 
know, concentration means a whole lot. Set and concentrate - hold your thoughts 
on him and you say while you talking to the candles, "John - Mary Louise," what
ever the name is, "In the Name of God the Father, let you be upset and let chew 
have no rest or peace wherever you are." Then you read a prayer in the book 
and - but you keep it up and finally they can't stay away. They will have to 
come back. 

(What do you mean by that book? Do you mean the Bible? Or do you mean?) 
Or the Bible. 
(Do you have to buy these candles specially or just any kind of candle?) 

Oh, no, you have to buy them specially. Sometimes you kin git them already 
d�ssed. You git them in New York on Lennox Avenue. You gits them there and you 
kin git them from Lawrence. Dressed candles. 

(Have you ever heard of people having little altars and burning candles? On 
little altars like in a Catholic Church?) 
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Yes, ah do tha t myself. 
(I am ra ther interes ted in that for a special r eason. Can you tell me jus t 

how you do that?) 
Well, we have our altar and we have the holy oil because everything mus t be 

holy . And because i t 's a place, people coming and curs ing and that, and s ome
times they' ll fergit and so the p lace is full of evil and d irty . But everything 
must be clean. We have holy oils - we have holy candles and you light them . You 
have seven holy candles, large ones, but chew have ' em  in the form of a cross. 

(Will you tell me again about burning those candles?) 
You know you have them in the form of a cross. You see, you have thos e lit tle 

cand les. If you don't have those candles t icks that have the form of a cross, why 
you can j es t  s it your candles in a row there in that cross, you s ee. 

(Two rows cros sed . )  
No, s ee . That ' s  one row o f  candles acros s , that's 1 ,  2, 3 ,  4, 5, 6, and then 

you have some here . That's a cross, you s ee .  
Then you have s even small candles like they have on birthday cakes. You have 

thos e and you burn those too. And you have those lit t le vo tive lights s i t t ing 
around . 

(Well, now where would you pu t those little candles?) 
You set them right in front of the seven cross like. 
(Well now, how do you make a cross out of thos e seven candles?) 
Thos e s even lit tle ones you don't have to make a cross of them. Jes t let them 

burn there. 
(That other cros s, how many do you put in that one row?) 
Well, you jes t  - i t  don't make any difference how many, j es t  s o  you have a 

cros s . Make a cross, you see. 
(Then you use those little candles.) 
Yes, but chew mus t burn yore incense. We call it hoZy incense. And then you 

use holy water. Yo' sprinkle yore place down with holy water and bless your 
plac e - mus t pray and read the 23 Psalms. Course you read the 23rd Psalms when 
you git up in the morning and you face the east and you say - you read so many 
verses until you get to, "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want, he makes me 
to lie down in green pas tures, he leads me to the s ide of still wat er s . "  Then 
when you s ay that, and after you turn your face to the east, then to the wes t, 
and then you say a couple of more verses . And then when you s ay those other two 
verses, turn to the north and say the other two, and when you finish with them, 
make the las t  ver se to the s outh . And that wi ll keep your place holy and bles t 
in the form of the cross,  you see . And us e the 9ls t Psalms, if you wanta read, 
you wanta r ead a pers on to be able to git the very bes t results, to keep out the 
evil, you read the 9ls t Psalm - j es t  a few ver s es you want of it . And use the 
holy candles with holy oil - that keep s the evil out and you a lways be able to 
get a good message and good vibration . You work bet ter . 

(Now, you go through this ceremony before you go into this special room. That 
the idea?) 

Yes, you do that. 
(Before you go in to work for someone.) 
Before you s tar t to work. Now if you was goin' tuh have a meetin' heah, a 

spir itual meetin', you'd come in round about six 'clock and then you ' d do all 
that, and have your place all set up . And then you would git on your knees and 
you would pray and you jes t set your candles all th ere and you pray and burn the 
incense .  Burn the incens e while you on your knees praying, asking God to bless 
you and send you in a good crowd and succes s and let no one be evil, and sprinkle 
around the holy water and then you set and you concentrate, and you set and you 
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hold your thoughts on success and prosperity and draw the people to you. That's 
all you do. 

(Now do you have meetings? How often do you have meetings?) 
Ah have been having meetings three nights a week, but I haven't been very well 

and not doin' so much now. 
(I thought if you were going to have a meeting while I am here in Washington, 

my man and I would come around to be at one of the meetings.) 
Well, you might corne down Sunday - think ah'll probably have a meeting Sunday 

night. 
(Sunday nigh t? ) 

Yes, 'cause ah'm in kind of a small place now. Ah used to have a big place 
but ah'm jest having it in my house in mah rooms. 

(Well, what time does the meeting begin as a rule?) 
Round about nine 'clock. People don't git out until that time. 
(If a person wanted to get into this work, must he be initiated into it or 

what. ) 
---,cou would have to be born psychic and after you born psychic why then as you 
grow older it comes to you but then you have to have some one to instruct you, 
teach you. 

(Then there is no form of initiation or anything of that sort?) 
Then after a meeting, after you accepted in a class, course there's certain 

kind of instruction telling you what to do, and if you say you seen anything -
sometimes you see things and don't know 'em. But they will tell you, explain to 
you. 

Then you get so - you get so then that you kin jest talk - jest open your 
mouth and the words will come right out. Then sometimes you see things - you see 
symbols, you see signs and you see jest the words. You get the words mostly in 
this ear sometimes [demonstrates] and you walk along. 

(Your right ear?) 
No, the left ear. This is the left ear. You kin hear it in the left ear, 

but;you have to be born psychic. You were born psychic yourself. 
(I'm born psychic? I suppose I am. Never have been sceptical about it.) 
[We are talking about different things - see comment later.] 
(About the people who are called Holy Rollers or the First Dominica1 Penta

costal Church. Do you think they have a spiritual gift?) 
Well, ah think they have a spiritual gift, but ah think that they don't quite 

understand the Bible. Now for instance, this Holy Roller, ah don't know anything 
about that, but this - what did yo� say the word there, The Holy Sanctified? 

(This is something different from The Holy Sanctified.) 
Well, ah think The Holy Sanctified has a gift of tongues - course it's in the 

Bible [1 Cor.12, and 14]. You see, if you pray enough and live close to God, the 
spirit will git on you so will talk in tongues. Your mouth will jest thuth� 
thuth, till the spirit got on yuh. But as far as being sanctified, ah don't 
think anybody is really all sanctified. Cause when you sanctified, ah think God 
takes you away from here when you get so holy. 

(If a person thinks he's hurt or anything of that sort, could you give him 
help in any way? Tell him anything about it?) 

Yes, if they was hurt and the spirit would show it tuh me, and I would see it 
and tell them about it. 

(Then you could describe how they were hurt or something of that sort?) 
If I see so. Most generally I see jest how it's done. 
(Would you prescribe any remedy for them?) 
Well, depends upon how they were hurt. Sometimes if people - lots of people 
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comes t o  m e  and s ay that they are hupt and they ar e not . You know s ome people , 
the southe rn people , are very super s t i tious .  And if they get a pain in their 
laig they think they are hoodooed or hurt . No t a l l  the t ime i t  i s n ' t that . I f  
you don ' t tell ' em  that , they ' ll go r ound and pay s omebody else and g ive 'em the 
money . But lo t s of times th ey ' r e not hurt . 

Somet imes people do ' s  has th ings in th em ,  bu t  I have nevah s een anyb ody yet 
that had anyth ing in ' em. C ause when I was a chi ld s omebody s aid that a per s on 
had s omething in them , but I don ' t - any tha t talk - I nev er s een any o f  it . 

(Weren ' t  you born in the south ? ) 
Ah was born r ight in Washing ton , but ah lived in New York qui t e  a while . 
(Well now suppos e  a person has this pain in his leg , what would you advis e 

ordinar i ly? ) 
Well , ah would give ' em  a t reatm ent wi th mah hand s and pray over him . Or i f  

I wanted , i f  th e p lace was swollen I would g e t  some herbs and mix a s o lution and 
b a th it down . See . 

( But you don ' t b elieve that there is any spell? I mean , you don ' t think tha t  
he is hoodooed or anything of the sort ? )  

Ah don ' t know rea l ly .  They t ell me they kin do i t , but ah don ' t know . Ah 
never heard or s een . 

[My comment ab out b eing psychic mer e ly means b eing aware and hav ing a s ens e 
of dir ec t ion (see Introduction) . What li t t le I have of thi s came f rom training ;  
it was not a g i ft . ]  [Washing ton , D . C . , ( 6 2 7 ) , 802 : 5-803 : 2 . ] 

2 7 44 . You ' ve got t a  kn ow  s omething ab out d e  B ib le to do i t . Comes f rom d e  
devil , l e t  it go on back [ to him ] . I would nevah try to do no thing to peop le and 

AT THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH 
TAKE NINE NEW KEYS 

SEND OUT YOUR THOUGHT S 

I wouldn ' t ,  and ah don ' t put no spells . De 
people come and de¥ says , "Well , could you put 
dis back . "  I t don t work . Long as I git you 
well and work for yo ' happines s , then it ' s all 
that ' s  nece s s ary . 

(Well , wha t  s ort of cure do you use?  I f  I came to you and - had a spell pu t on 
me , what sort of a cure would you use? ) 

Well , d e  f irs t thing ah ' d  do - I heals , too . Tha t ' s  the next thing . The 
f ir s t  thing I heals and th en I us e salt . salt is us ed f er a thousand thing s  
tha t i s  good and b ad . I put s  this s alt o n  a plat e ,  saucer , then the par ty that ' s 
s ick , I le t th em make a hole in dis salt wit d e  b i g  f ing er [ d emons trat es ] .  
----rOf the lef t  hand . )  

Any hand but j es t  only dis finger - not d e  ind ex finger ,  the middle f ing er . 
And then I repea t s  c er tain word s from d e  Bib le and l e t  dem repeat a f ter m e  and 
t ell ' em - oh , yes , ah pour a lcohol in i t and let i t  b urn , and d e  word dat dis 
light goes out on , i t  [ s i cknes s ]  s tops r igh t ther e .  Then th ey mus t  s leep over 
d i s  salt overnigh t . Then take i t  to the deep rivah and thr ow dis s a lt in de 
r ivah and le t it go . That wa tah running and dis salt will take away your con
ditions . 

C our s e  dere ' s  nothing you kin do fer nob ody if they don ' t b elieve nothing . 
I f  a person don ' t believe not hing - no thing d o in ' . Becus if d ey comes tuh me 
and i f  ah 'm even j es t  gOin ' tuh heal dem ordinarily , ah says , "I f you don' t b e
lieve in God and you don ' t b e liev e  ah kin , ah don ' t wanta b o ther with you - B£ 
use us ing de energy . "  And then I a lways r epea t  cer tain word s over a person when 
ah ' m  h ea1in ' ' em . 

(Are tho s e  words a secre t ?  O r  s omething you wouldn ' t  want t o  tell me? ) 
"May it p leas e th ee , 0 J ehog es , to prosper " - I mean , "May i t  b e  thou mos t 

holy will , 0 E 1  Mej ah to heal d e  body and soul o f  d i s  pers on . " You g o t ta ca ll 
de mother ' s  name and de per son that you are healin ' . "May it b e  thou most holy 
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wi ll , 0 El Mej ah , to heal de body and soul of John or Susan , f ree ' em  f rom plague 
and opp res sion . "  

(What were thos e  words that you read out of the Bib le? Were those s ecre t ? ) 
No , dat wouldn ' t  b e  secret . I t would b e  secret to people d a t  come to s ee me 

b u t  not s ecret to persons da t knows - you know what I mean ,  i f  you und er s t and . 
I t ' s the 10 th Psalm of th e Book of Mos es . 

[ We mus t  rememb er here as well as everywhere in hoodoo , the Sixth and Seventh 
Books of Moses - pr obab ly in a numb er of versions and under var ious names - is 
cons id er ed by b elievers to b e  a part of the Bib le . ] 

Dis one dat keeps running in mah mind is de Psalm dat you read three times 
b efo ' sunris e .  Dat ' s  de 4 th Psalm . That is in order to accomp lish th ings that 
you desire . Ther e ' s  a cer tain name , a cer tain spir i t , that you call upo n .  

( I s  this P s a lm  i n  the B ib le o r  in the Book o f  Mos es ? )  
Both - but d e  meanings is in de Book of Mos es - Sixth and Seventh Book of 

Mos es . The 10 th P s alm - well dat Psalm whut you u s e  fo ' healing and r emoving 
conditions from a person . 

(Do you us e  any o ther b ook in add ition to Sixth and Seventh Book of Mos es ? )  
You kin take and look in de Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses and f ind out whu t  

to r ead , and d en you g o  i n  yo ' Bib le and read i t  from yo ' Bib le .  
Y ou go to th e fo ' corners of the earth and you take nine new keys and you call 

the spirit o f  th is person - nine keys and walk to the four corners and you call 
the spir i t . Yo ' go d ere at midnigh t and you call d e  sp ir i t  of de p er s on whut you 
want and this p er son will come . You wo rry ' em  - de spirit [ identi f i ed lat er ]  
will worry ' em. Yo ' s end out yore though t s through d es e  new keys and th at b r ings 
the per s on back tha t  you d es ire to . 

(You mean the spirit o f  the d ead person b a ck? ) 
[ This also b r ings the spirit of a living person . ] 

Yes , b e caus e you are s ending out a s elf- cons c i ous mind and yo ' s ending out the 
spir i t  forces to br ing this one b ack what chew want . 

(Why do you b r ing this p er s on ' s spir i t  b ack? ) 
Why do you do it? Well , b ecaus e you wanta see thi s  p erson tha t ' s  away . 
When you making charms you use sugar wi th Adam-and-Eve , t ea , cof fee and sug ar , 

' caus e everyb ody likes sugar in dey cof fee or sug ar in dey t ea , and you mix that 
three together in your charm . That ' s  the onlies t way ah knows . 

(What is the charm for ? )  
Th e  charm i s  fo ' thos e  thing s ah told you ab out while ago , b ut chew go t ta put 

Adam-and-Eve in i t . I f  Adam-and-Eve is in , it holds th e two together clos e , th e 
man and wi fe , o r  sweethear t and friend . [Washing t on ,  D . C . , ( 6 28) , 807 : 5 . ]  

2 7 45 . To b r ing in trade or any kind of congr egation , you g e t  wh at they call 
the Adam-and-Eve r oo t , p lace that in th e front of your door . The� you go to work 

WASHINGTON SP IRITUALIST 
REMINIS CES 

MARY MOODY OF RICHMOND 
MAN CALLS ON 

FOUR WINDS AND FIVE WAVES 

and get what they ca ll Louisiana hoodoo dust and put 
that und er yore doors i ll . Then you go to work and 
g it what th ey call the good and evi Z candZe and 
p lace that at twelve ' c lock in th e nigh t in your 
front door with your d oor closed and burn it . And 
wi th the Egyptian incense and by r eading the 3 7th 
d ivis ion of the Psalms o f  David , reads as fol lows , 

"Fr e t  not yours elf b ecaus e o f  evi ldoer s , b e  thou not envious in the works of 
iniquity" and so forth . Why each nigh t if you do that th ree t imes a week , you 
wi l l  have t rade for thir ty days . 

(Wha t do you do with th i s  inc ense? ) 
Bur n  it . 
(While you ar e reading th e B ib le ? ) 
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Yes , j es t light it - ligh t it  j es t b efo ' you s tar t de r eading . 
(Where do you get this Louisiana dust? )  

753 

Wal , yo ' kin writ e  to - ah don ' t know her addr es s  - Louisiana - New Orleans , 
Louis iana . 

(And she wil l  s end you this dus t . )  
I know f er mahself from an experience in 19 2 3 . 
(Where was this experience? ) 
Heah in Washington , righ t heah . My firs t  wife , we were living at  217 "E " 

S tr eet , N . W . , Washing ton , and she said to me on a Saturday - she had been invited 
out f o ' dinnah next do ' .  She wanted me to go ther e with her an ' I refus ed . Any
way she went . Sunday - that Sunday - [ she ] came back home [ Sa turday ] - that Sun
day nigh t she got in b ed .  On Monday morning between 9 : 30 and 10 ' c lock I had to 
rush her to Garf ield ' s  Hospital . And with them taking her to  the hospital on 
that Monday morning , of having s everal specialis ts to examine her , to give her a 
thorough examination from time to time , and each one of them said that her b ody 
showed as though it was normal from s tart to f inish . Well , her mother said tha t 
it was a spell . 

Later on , the one that she had taken dinner with beg in to talk and tell other 
people about what she had done . And she s aid this , that she ' d  taken the skin of 
a frog and put it in a pan and cooks it  r eal crisp and powd ers i t  up and give it 
to her in coffee and that was the caus e o f  her s ickness and also her d eath . 

Dr . Fowler , b eing at the time the head surgeon of the doc torical staff of the 
Dis trict , he g ive a thorol examination and said that he couldn ' t  locate or t ell 
what her disease was - even up to her death . 

I noticed on the night - on S aturday nigh t - like she died Sunday morning , I 
was ther e at the hospital all that night . I no tice between the skin and her 
flesh the re were the figure of f rogs . Her eyes b egin to turn yellowish - d e  
white o f  her eyes and her head . She suf f ered with very s evere pains . 

Af t er the doctors couldn ' t find out , even by taken a picture - they said her 
heart were perfect , her s tomach perf ect , her liver perf ect , kidneys perfect -
her whole sys tem .  Bu t by the mis ery being in her head , dey couldn ' t figure or 
t ell whether it  might have b een a form of an abs cess s omewh ere on the tissue of 
the brain . S o af ter her death they asked p ermis sion of hold ing an autopsy on her 
brain , and when they did that why they said that her br ain were norma l .  

Well , i t  goes on to show me that the fruits of the thing that which she [ the 
other woman ] had said that she had done was true . Later on ah begin to seek into 
such [ the truth of hoodoo ] . I goes to Alexanderia , Va . ,  to a woman by de name of 
Cely Coles , and b egin to seek information ' long dose lines . An '  she says to me , 
sh� says , "It ' s  true j us t  what she said she done . "  That was i t  I Bu t i f  you had 
ob tained or had of went to work and taken some sulphur , tab le salt and alum and 
made a solut ion out of it , or made a li ttle drink and give her nine tablespoons
ful , why she would have pas s ed them from her and she would have gotten well . 

[To remove " live thing s "  aonjuT'ed into the body , see pp . 2 27- 239 and I nd ex . ] 
( After you found out these things , what happened af ter that ? )  
Well ,  ah came back . Wasn ' t  anything that I could do th en - j es t  to g ive i t  up 

in de hands of God . But I was g lad to know these th ings . 
And then later from self experience - for mahs elf - ah had went to what we 

call a donkey party . 
(What is that? ) 
That ' s  j es t  the f igure of a donkey made up into a picture of some kind and 

then you buy a whole lo tta tai ls and then you take chances , s ee . And de one dat 
pin dos e  tai ls in the proper or neares t the proper p lac e . they get the prize . 

Ah goes to dis donkey par ty - it was f or the b enef it  of the St . Paul Baptis t 
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Church - an ' while b eing there they were serving refreshments or selling re fresh
ments  and I b ought some of them . An' af ter I had bought a g las s of lemonade and 
drank it , I goes home and nine days from dat day I had hairy worms in my s t omach . 

Now the caus e of that was the oil out o f  the skin of a frog creat ed those 
worms . A man ovah heah on tenth s treet at de time - I were carried to him and 
he g ive me medicine f o ' that . La t er on I found out j es t  what to do to prohibit 
those things . 

I t  matters not what a person migh t b e hurt with ,  matter s  not what chew walk 
�, and if they come to be  alive in you , you can take a silver dime or a s i lver 
dollar and take a fine f ile and f ile off part of it and boil i t  and take a tea
cupful of i t .  I t  wi ll remove it one way or the other [ ab ove or b e low ] . [See 
a lso , pp . 484-49 3 . )  

Not only that , we have a way to tell , there is a way to tell , even if you have 
j us t  a weakness ,  whether you are hurt or no t .  And the way that is , is by taking 
a s alt mackerel f ish and bind it wheresomever that weakness is , wi th the head up 
and the tai l down ,  and that misery wi ll then become a terrific terror there . You 
wi ll know then that it ' s  no need of taking any medical doctor 's [Doctor of Medi
Cine ' s ]  tr eatment . You will have to seek other sour ces . 

Well , ah know at mah home town - Richmond , Virginia - ther e were an ' o le lady 
by the name of Mary Moody lived on Green Street . Tha t ' s  in the eas t  end . 

( I ' ve heard of her . ) [Her name is s omewhere in the text . ]  
Mary Moody . In other words ther e was a woman lived in my neighborhood by the 

name of Lucy Williams . I leave Coatesville , Pa . , an ' I goes home and she b ecomes 
j ealou s or envious of me b ecaus e I wouldn ' t  go or keep company with none of her 
d aughters . She goes to work , she did , an ' taken one of thos e square haIf a pint 
whiskey bottles us ed to be [before P rohib i tion ] - Sherwood b ott les . Comes t o  my 
father ' s  hous e and my mother used to b e  fond of her , us ed to let her do all of 
her washing a t  times , and she ' d taken a part of my und er clothes , the s eat of 
them , and a part of my lef t  s ock and carr i ed it off with some dif f erent roots . 
Ah don ' t know what d e  r oots was , but thos e dif f eren t roots she packed in that 
bottle and she dress ed i t  wi th s ti l l  water - p our ed it in this b ot tle . 

(What do you mean by s ti l l  water ? )  
Water tha t she had let s tand f er a certain length of time . And she dressed 

that  nine days befor e  she buried it , and when she buried i t , she buried it  in the 
pathway that leads from my mother ' s  hous e to her well , that I might walk over it . 
An '  I b ecome - beg in to go over towards my lef t  side and dwindling away to noth
ing wi thout a ache or pain . An '  mah father h e ' d taken me to  Mary Moody . Mary 
Moody wanted her pi chure and mah father happ ened to have one the p ichures on a 
tintyp e  in th e home . An ' he ' d  taken that and she s aid to him ,  says ,  "Now ,  you 
go back home and plow up your pathway from your house to your well and when you 
find this b o t t le , "  she said , "bring it  to me . "  An '  he did so . An '  when he did 
that , why she ' d  taken it and drew that Lucy Williams pichure from de other one on 
a sheet and put this bottle b ehind it and shot it . She s aid , "Now , when yo ' git  
b ack home , the same thing that yore son have on him , she will have on her and she  
can ' t gi t  rid o f  i t . "  An' that happened . 

(What did she shoot this b ot t le with? ) 
With a pistol - a real pis tol . 
( She drew this pic ture on a piece of paper and put it  up b e fore this b ot t le 

and shot through the paper and broke the bottle? ) 
Yes . 
(How long ago did that happen? ) 
That ' s  been - that was in 19 16 . 
I t ' s a man lives - h e  lives in Beaver Falls [Pa . ] too - 606 Eighth Avenue . He 
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don ' t keer i f  you give a policeman h is address , he ' s  j es t  that smart . He takes -
he has five spools , spools what thread come o f f , takes three needles and run 
through ' em  - that l i t tl e  hol e  in those spoo ls . 

(He put s the three needles righ t through the spools . )  
I f  the s treet is coming this way in front of  his hous e , he sets one obj ect to 

that corner , one obj ect at this corner , and one where you turn in of f the s tree t 
to go in de front o f his door - with the one at each co rner i s  point ing s traigh t 
up and down the s tr eet . 

(You mean this sp oo l  is point ing s t raight up and down the s t reet . )  
That ' s  righ t . The one what enters the door point ing in an ' out the door , and 

he has the two at the back the same way that the two at the first two corners 
are . An ' he g its up and calls on de four winds - five waves of de water with the 
speech that he makes telling thes e people - it mat ters no t who it is - to keep on 
pas s ing his door . Dey would come round an '  s tar t to his door and thei r mind 
change and they walk righ t on away .  R ight today he has two s tills turning out 
round about 90 gallons of whiskey each . 

(Now here ' s  the st reet go ing by h is ho us e .  On the corner o f  the s t reet here 
and th is corner of the s tr eet are the two spools - they are turned this way , the 
holes a re turned this way [ parallel to the s treet pass ing hous e ] .  Then you come 
to his hous e and the [ third ] spool is turned with the holes go ing this way -
toward his hous e . And then where does he put - he puts these remaining two 
spools at his b ack door? ) 

At the back corners o f  his house , yes .  
(And the ho les in th es e spoo ls are parallel with that o f  his hous e [ the third 

spoo l ] . He j us t  pas ses these three needles through each o f  these holes . He 
do esn ' t do anything with the needles . )  

Man in Norfolk , Virginia , he was telling me one d ay , said that i f  you want a 
person to die , dat you take one of thos e cut nails . 

(Those square nails ? ) 
S quare nails and take and carry i t  to a gr een tr ee on Sunday morning and you 

s tump i t  [ s tar t  the nail into the tree ] and each morning for nine mornings g o  
there and hit i t ,  and you tap that together , and then the ninth morning ,  the 
ninth day you dr ive it up to the head . After that nine morning s , he s aid that 
person going crazy - drift ing . [Washing t on , D . C . , ( 642) , 834 : 2-835 : 1 . ] 

2746 . Well , the trouble I had - firs t , the mis ery s tar ted in the thigh , the 
left , and th is moved around to the right ; then , s ometh ing came on up and stopped 
in my throat . I t  choked me a g reat deal . I was troub led wi th that for about 

eigh teen months . I couldn ' t  lay on neither s ide . I could 
MOTHER JONES only lay f la t  on my back for eighteen months . There wasn ' t  a 
WASHINGTON , D . C .  doc tor in Freder icksburg that could do me any g ood . S o  I met 

a f ellow from Washington , [D . C . ]  and he was telling me how it 
was wi th h im .  From his talk he had the s ame comp la int I had . He talked i t  in 
me for to  go t o  Washing ton and see an old lady . S o  fina lly I decided to g o . He 
taken me up ther e for to s ee this woman . When I got  there now ,  this woman she 
came to the window and she says to this man , "You got Jim O .  [ inf ormant ] with 
you . I I  She ' d  never s een me b efor e .  She says t o  me , "I know what you come for . I I  

She says , "Come on in and look around . I haven ' t  go t t ime to do any readin ' f or 
you today [mag ic d elay ] . "  S o  she says to Henry M .  [man who took him to Washing
ton] , "Bring him b ack Fr iday . I I  

So he t aken me back . When I walked in she s ays to me , she says , "You ' ve got 
a snake in your b elly .  I I  She s ays , "Take a seat over there , "  and conunenc ed then 
to read. When she commenced to read she b rought out s everal peop le - she b rought 
their photographs out .  She showed me these pictures - she named them , she knowed 
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them [ s ee lat er ] . The o ld lady had a g las s o f  wat er in her hand and she pas s ed 
me th is g lass o f  wa ter . So I drank thi s  g las s o f  water . Then a f t er awhile she 
pas s ed me ano the r g las s  of wa ter - s o  I drank that . She s ai d  she [ some woman in 
Fredericksburg ] gave me some thing in a glass o f  water , that ' s  why she [doctor] 
gav e  m e  a g lass of wate r .  And righ t f rom that I commenced to feeling b ad .  S o  
she say s  to me , "You go t a s nake in you - I can ' t draw it f rom you alive . "  I 
s ay s  to her , "No , I wou ldn ' t  l ike to see i t . "  So she g ave me a certain g la ss o f  
medicine t o  pass tha t  snake the o ther way . She g ave m e  a t rea tment i n  the hair 
[ sc alp treatment ] , then she put me in a tub o f  something that was b lack . She 
gave me a g ood b a th , and while she was bathing me a lot o f  smoke came out of my 
flesh , and right f rom that I commenced getting b etter . "You is all righ t now -
you can g o  back home now and d o  anything you ar e b ig enough to do . "  And whi le I 
was the re she showed me a li zard in a j ar that she took out o f  a girl ' s  throat . 
She had that s e t t ing on the shelf in a lcoho l .  I t looked j us t  like a lizard you 
s ee crawling up a log . She told me she had drawn s everal snakes f rom dif ferent 
peop le . The snake pas s f rom me af t er I left there - I never d id s ee i t . I 
final ly g o t  b e tter . I only sp ent t en d ays wi th her - she charged me $ 1 2 . 

J ohn N . , he wa s  tricked the very same way , so he came to me and I was t elling 
him about this woman . Then I g o t it f or him to g o up and see her . And she cured 
him the same way .  Her name was Mother Jones . She came f rom North Caro l ina . 

[ These pictures - she named them - she knew them - were a new device to me ; 
an ef fec tive one , more so than the s imi lar and imper sonal devi ce o f  a d eck of 
photog raphs rather than o f  cards . These pictures were supposedly photograph s  of 
p ers ons she had brough t out while read ing the cards . Informant could no t hav e  
known any o f  them; he was not expect ed t o  id entify any o f  them . Henrry M. , man 
who took info rmant to Washing ton , looks like a man out in the bushes b eating up 
trade for Mothe r J ones . She could no t have known J im O ' s  name without a letter 
from Fr eder icksburg o r  a te lephone cal l af t er his arrival in Washing ton . Her 
wo rd s  Zook around are a mo s t  important part of the atmosphere - she wanted him 
to see her medicaZ mus eum (see in Ind ex) . ]  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (40) , Ed . ]  

2747 . They goes to a woman acros s the creek over there right in f ront of the 
Catho lic cemetery and they got f ive gray candles . 

WOMAN ACRO S S  THE CREEK 
IN FRONT OF THE CEMETERY 
HER HARD-TIME CANDLES 

( I s she a young woman or an e ld er ly woman? ) 
This is a woman around for ty , j es '  a li t t le older 
woman than me . S o  they goes to this woman and g i t  
f ive gray candles , as I was told - o f  my next experi
ence of that kind of work . An ' they ' d  taken thos e 

five cand les and they wro t e  my name and they put my name under each one of thos e 
five candles . 

They burn one on Monday for me . De one that was burned on Monday f o r  me that 
I would be disapp oint ed at de fir s t  d ay of the week . They burned that one all 
day Monday . That ' s  when ah went out to work tha t  ah ' d  b e  conf us ed - nuthin would 
go righ t  wi th me , that ah ' d  los e  out , ah ' d  los e mah j ob , couldn ' t ke ep any j ob s . 

The s econd one that would b e  burned on me would b e  burned on Tuesday . That 
candle was burned fo e me . That was alway s mah lucky day when ah want ed to put 
ovah any bus iness o r  to go to anyone for any f avo r .  Ah would always make Tuesday 
mah bus iness d ay to go f o r  money or to trans act any bus iness . That was to defeat 
me f r om having any bus ines s - t o  making any progr es s in any bus ines s .  

The one that they would burn on Wednesday ,  which would b e  the third candle -
tha t  usual ly was my g eneral work day , that ah did mah washing and mah ironing . 
That was to t ake mah energy away from me that ah couldn ' t work on Wednesday . Ah 
would j es t  pas s th at day away as a no-good day . 

Thursday was a lways a time that ah usually would go to club s  and do d i f fer ent 
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things like that . Th e cand le that they burned on me fo ' Thurs day wou ld b e  the 
candle that ah wouldn ' t  have any vim to do anything in s ocia l  work , as I have 
been doing . 

The one that they b urned on me Friday ,  th e whole week th at has b een was ted , 
th at ah wou ldn ' t  have any money coming in to mee t  my d emands f or Saturd ay . And 
thos e  cand les was ca lled haPd-time aandles , as ah was t o ld . Bu t  ah kin tell yo ' 
f rom s el f  experience ah c ertainly was haPd- timed. 

Ah ' v e  had s ome of the very b e s t  j ob s , which at de Coun try C lub , for the Penn 
Mutual L i f e  Insur ance man , at Ryker [ s on? ] Schoo l , and would wa lk away fr om them 
wi thout any reas on , an ' have came to the p la c e  tha t  I h as nuthin b es ides three 
d o llars wor th of wo rk to suppor t mahs elf and four chi ld ren . S o ah j es '  a t ch ly 
b een hard-timed. 

(When did they do this ? How long ago did they b urn thes e cand les ? )  
Oh , i t ' s b e en ab out - all of this troub le th at I h ave h ad , tha t  I can atchly 

rela t e  to you , I have come in cont ac t wi th i t  all in the pas t two year s - from 
one d egr ee on to ano ther . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 69 8) , 9 3 2 : 2 . ] 

27 48 . Dere was a gur l fren '  ah was livin ' wit an ' d ere was ano the r  gurl ah 
wa s put t in ' in time wi th . We ll , de g ir l  ah was put ting in de time wi th on de 

outs ide . 
MADAM JACKSON ( She was n ' t  living in the same hous e ? ) 

ACROSS DE CREEK She wasn ' t  living in th e s ame h ous e .  Ma t ter of fac ' she was 
. living mayb e f our-f ive b locks fr om me . But both liked me . An '  

d e  gurl ah was livin � wi th , me an ' her went t o  church one nigh t , and a f ter we 
return from church , ah got r eady to go to b ed and f ound mah paj amas and pu ll on . 
De pressure , yo ' und ers tand , and ah turn over an ' ah hit s omethin ' h ard . Ah run 
mah h and in an ' found out what i t  was . I t  was a cand le - a whi t e  cand le had 
never b een bu rned . An ' so ah takes de candle out and ask dis g ir l  why was d e  
cand l e  i n  dere - d e gir l  ah was living wi th . Well , sh e didn ' t know any th ing 
ab out i t , you see , and so ah got de cand le and goes to Mad am Jacks on acro s s  d e  
creek and cons ult s  w i t  her ab out dis cand le .  And so sh e j es t  tole m e  the girl 
ini tial , wh o put it d er e .  

[ Ini tial I Doators rarely identify pers ons c as ting spells (see 907 , p . 3 3 2) ; 
but when they do , iden t if i cat ion is couched in b ague t erms . Thi s  latter p rac tice 
oc cur s in marg in- ti tle Z ippy Tull , wh ere th e fo rtune te ller Zippy t ells her young 
client that the culp rit working agains t him is "a b ig dark woman • • • that d on ' t 
like your mother and don ' t like y our father , an ' she po isoned your dog . "  I h ope 
to co llec t all this mat erial in Index under Doator : ident ifies spe ll- cas t er . ]  

No , fact she d idn ' t put i t  dere , but sh e had i t  pu t  d er e .  I t  was a girl , who 
was a fren ' of d e  girl ah was living [wi th] , put i t  d ere . 

(You b egin with two g i r ls - the second gir l didn ' t put the r e  - she had a 
friend of hers put it ther e . )  

A f r en '  of her s pu t i t  ther e . That was tuh g i t  to di s g ir l ,  s e e  - co ' s e  mah 
girl f r en ' s  f riend - de one ah was living wi th . An '  dis girl d e  Mad am  t o le me -
say dat dis g ir l  whut had d is cand le put d er e , sh e was b urning a cand le on me fer 
nine days . An '  dis cand le had to b e  b urnt at a odd hour , to b e  b urnt f rom nine 
or eleven ' c lock , wh ich is a odd hour you s ee - ei ther o f  two hours , yo ' see . 
But by me f inding dis c andle and taking it out it was prevent ed . 

(Thi s c and le had to b e  burnt at night . )  
We ll , de cand le had b een th ere three days when i t  was found - ah s lep t on i t  

three nigh t s  b e fore i t  was f ound . [A cand le conc ealed in a b ad ma t t res s h a d  been 
worked into a fee lab le p os i tion by his tos s ing . ] 

(We l l , d id she s ay what would have happened to you , i f  you h adn ' t  f ound it ? )  
Well , if ah hadn ' t  f ound d e  cand le i t  wou ld mean de girl ah was living with -
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we couldn ' t  of got along , yo ' s ee .  Dat ' s  what dis o ther gir l  had it put there 
f o ' - so we couldn ' t be any thing to one another , s ee , or couldn ' t  git along . 
[Mob i le , Ala . , ( 661) , 865 : 1 . ]  

27 49 .  Dey way ' twas , him and her was frens ' an ' he g o t  holt of her pocke tbook 
and he s to le ' em  out dere - took ' em ,  yo ' know . He stole ' em  out of her pocket

book . 
ROUTINE WORK FOR DOCTOR (Took what out? ) 

Papers whut b ' long to a car or automob ile and some keys 
and she had two dollars an ' he ' d  taken that . Well , she was do in '  that - wanted 
to  make him come back bu t he wouldn ' t s end ' em .  She s ent af ter ' em and he 
wouldn ' t  s end ' em. 

(Why d idn ' t she go af ter them? ) 
She was ' f raid tuh go , an ' she went an ' got a man [hoodoo doator ] . He to le 

her he ' d  make him bring them back . 
(Was th is man her husb and or? ) 
No , dis man whut took d e  things was her friend . An '  dis man , af ter she to le 

dis man about it , he s aid , I IWell , ah ' ll make him br ing dem back . " 
He went t o  d e  drug s tore and got two candles - red ones . He say ,  "What is his 

name? " She told him . 
He wrote his name on dere , on both d e  candles , and after he wrote  his name -

he wrot e  ' em j es t  like he wr ote ' cross - dey would come right back cros sways 
again on dem candles . He burns out one and s tar t on de o ther - he give ' em  back . 

(What happened then? ) 
Didn ' t anything . He b rough t her p aper , her keys and her money . And den he 

went on about hi s bus ines s .  Got rid o f  him . She ain ' t been bo thered with him 
s ince . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 698) , 948 : 8. ]  

2750 . [Here is ano ther examp le o f  the g love-shap ed hand , but unlike the 
former rite  ( 19 90 , p. 584) we now have one in a cand l e  atmospher e - New Orleans 
is near . Mor e impor tant , the f o llowing story shows some of the lis tening prob

GLOVE HAND 
CANDLE SETTING 

lems of co llecting , among them - sp eedy talker , confus ing p ro
nouns and r eferences to persons , delayed exp lanation , all s orts 
of thing s . ]  
Well , they say if you were living here and they wanted tuh move 

you and run you away - well ah know of a lady , she fo ' every morning fo ' ' bout 
nine mornings - she b ought a bran ' -new b ox of  salt and she took dis salt and 
cayenne p epper and she would sprinkle i t , yo ' know , f rom de f ront to de back and 
f o '  that reason it would caus e a confus ion , you know , in the house and they all 
wouldn ' t  live so good , you know .  An '  s o  she would take i t  and she would sprinkle 
all over when everyone , s ay ,  wouldn ' t  be no ticing , you know . She would do that 
and then when they all would leave , she would take . 

Sh e went out to the graveyard early one morning and she go t  s ome graveyard 
dUst o f f a  someone ' s  grave , and she brought this dir t  b ack , yo '  know , and she ' d  
taken it and wher e this landlady lived , s lep t , she unraveled [ to ok out a f ew 
s t itches of ] her pillah and she put it [graveyard dus t ]  in dis p illah . And she 
had a glove - [ look] like it was a han ' - and it [ the graveyard dus t ]  was in 
this .  And she s tuffed it  with this graveyard dirt. 

And she says she mixed it  [ the graveyard dust ]  with a - wherever sh e got dis 
rattZesnake dUst from , ah don ' t  know , but sh e mus ta got it from a rattlesnake or 
something , and she mixed it wi th s omethin ' and she s tuff ed , sewed i t  in dis 
pi llah while de land lady was gone . 

[ She s tarts to say the graveyard dust was mixed with rattZesnake dust . Was 
it?  For snake dust, see No . 690 ,  p . 230 ; also No . 143 3 , p . 46 8  - "an original and 
brilliant piece of therapeutic thinking . " ]  
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S o  a f t er , f o r  ab out a coup le of we eks this lady suf fered f rom her he ad laying 
on dis p i 1 1ah .  She suffered sever ely from her head , you know , and she didn ' t 
know what i t  was , you know . She b eg in to g i t  di z zy and feel bad , and so she said 
sh e was g o ing t o  see wha t  caus ed dese head aches . And every thing she c ould take 
wouldn ' t  do her any g ood and so she went tuh a coup le of for tunete11er s .  And s o  
f inally a o l e  lady tole her , f ortunet e11er told her , said , "Well , yo ' ough t t o  
look ab out yor e b ed , "  s ay ,  " i t  look like y o u  can ' t g et along in de hous e , there ' s 
a lways a confus ion and every th ing . "  And s o she s aid , "You g o look up in your 
ma t t ress , your p i 11ahs or s omething . "  S o  she didn ' t  pay any at tent ion to it all 
[ ata11 = at all] . 

So f inally she mad e  up her mind to do tha t . Took her p i11ahs out and she un
raveled de p i 11ah and sh e found d is g love s tif f like a hand , yo ' hand , and so sh e 
op ened i t  and she found all d e  s tu f f  in dere , those dif ferent things . An ' she 
didn ' t  know what de c au s e  of i t , you s ee .  And so she was af raid and she go t 
someone to look after i t  f o ' her . Well , she ' d  t aken i t  to dis lady and as t her , 
and de lady t o le her i t  was graveyaPd dUs t and ratt Zesnake dus t and she wanted 
tuh - someone wanted to make her move or either kill her or someth ing like that . 

[The pr eceding ac count is one o f  our many examp les o f  that impor tan t  element 
in hoodoo th eory and pra cti ce - the doctor ' s  abi li ty to analy z e  and iden t i fy 
immed iat ely the nature and cause of an ailmen t . To look at a hand ful o f  dir t 
and say tha t i t  is a mixture o f  graveYaPd dus t and rattZesnake dus t is qui t e  a 
trick . Only our f ormer do ctor-druggis t-chemis t  could h ave done as well (see No . 
159 3 , p . 49 8 ) . To s ay thes e two dus ts in a g love in a pillow c aused the headache 
is qui t e  a - well , even doctors admit this knowledg e is a gift . At leas t , though 
on a lower level , we can now answer our fo rmer ques tion - "Was i t ? " ]  

An '  s o  dis lady [ roomer ] in de hou s e , you see , she would every morning [ f or 9 
morning s ] sh e would spr inkle dis here cayenne p epper and d is s al t  all ovah de 
house . And s o  af ter a wh ile they [ land lady ] asked - caus e dey [ land lady and 
roomer ] d i dn ' t ' gree , yo ' know , ' count de fus s and everything - after while they 
asked her to move out and she [ roomer ] said she was going t o  r eturn it b ack t o  
this person [ landlady ] . 

(Was that here in Alabama ? )  
Y es . 
(Well now , go right ahead . )  
Well , af t er she d id tha t  - yo ' know , she [ land lady ] did that to make ' em  [her ] 

move or t o  keep her [ landlady ' s ]  husband , you s ee . S o  she [ landlady ] kep t her 
[ own ]  husb and . And s o this o ther hoodoo Zady [ r oomer b ecaus e she used hoodoo ] 
tole her [ landlady ] that sh e would return it back . 

S o  she [ evict ed roomer ] comes and g its d is hen ' s  aig - a b lack hen laid dis 
�, and she wrot e  the name [see lat er ] on i t . They wer e living in a hous e 
kinda 1ak dis [house in whi ch I was interviewing ] wit a g lass do '  in d e front , 
chew know , in de hous e .  S o  soon , early one mawnin ' she c omes an ' throws dis aig 
up s id e  de door and broke de g lass , yo ' know - throw de b lack h en ' s  aig up there . 
So when he [ land lady ' s  husband ] g o es out - g et up dat mawnin ' s oon - he didn ' t 
know - s o  when h e  looked all de egg spat t er ed in front of d e  do ' and d e  g lass was 
out , yo ' s e e ,  and he wa lked ovah it b ef o ' he knew i t , yo ' s e e , so he looked on de 
shell and saw where de name was wro t e  chew know - her [his wi f e ' s ]  name and his 
name was wrot e on d ere . And so she s a id , "Well , d ey did d at to b reak us up -
broke dat aig up side d e  do ' to br eak us up . "  S o  she said - an ' so sh e go t lye 
and swep t - yo ' know , swep t it all out an ' cleaned i t  up , yo ' know . 

An '  s o d is lady [ roomer ] wro t e  her a let ter and tole her that " Seven years 
wouldn ' t  be too long for a raccoon t o  weah a ruf f le-bosomed shi rt . "  That ' s  the 
way she spoke . 
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(Wait , will you talk a little b i t  s lowly . " S ev en year s wouldn ' t  be too long 
for a r accoon to wear a ru f f le-b osom shirt ? " )  

That means she wou ld g e t  her , yo ' know . An ' s o  dat was d e  wo rds she wrote to 
her . 

[ I  know no thing about this s tylish racco on . He s ounds like ear ly Amer ican 
ruf f led shir t s , but th e say ing or proverb may come f rom the s tag e or rad io . ]  

An ' s o  f inally sh e would - yo ' know , she would burn candles on dis man . She 
went got - a n '  got a candle and every time on a c er tain hour , noonday an ' like 
da t , sh e  would burn d e s e  cand les wit his name wr ote on it . B la ck candles , yo ' 
know , and she wro t e  i t  on d er e . Well , h e  cou ldn ' t  s tay her e  and he couldn ' t  stay 
there , yo ' know . He wa s j es t  kep t , yo ' know , like he wa s ,  yo '  know , de mind up
s e t  all de time , yo ' s ee .  And so he got so that he d idn ' t [ liv e ]  p eace ful ly wit 
dis woman , b ecaus e every morning fo ' nine morning s , sh e would come ther e and had 
some thing like - ah don ' t know whut kind of dus t i t  was - but i t  was - when you 
look at it , it looked s ometh ing like b lack peppah , yo ' know , p owd ered p eppah . 
She ' d sprinkle it a l l  roun ' dere do ' s t ep ,  yo ' know , fo ' nine mawning s . -

An ' h e  came ther e and so she to ok one li t t le piece of his hai r  out d e  top of 
his head while h e  was as leep , and she s ewed that up , and had that f ixed with 
s ometh ing and put it in a lit tle r ed bag and s ewed dis li ttle red bag up , an ' 
taken a cord s tring like and put nine kno t s  in d is cord s tring and she wore i t  
around h e r  wais t .  

(Wha t else did she do wi th that s tr ing firs t? Anything els e ? ) 
When she took dat s tring she ro lled it in some thing , yo ' know , in some kinda 

dus t , yo ' know . She rol led d i s  s tr ing in s ome kind of a dus t , d ipped it in dis 
dus t and j es t  as yo ' tie tho s e  kno t s , j es t  like dat dus t would be in do s e  knot s , 
too , yo ' see , b ecaus e i t  would wea r o f f , you know , s ay , j us t  s traigh t round her 
wais t , but i t  would be in dat kno t , yo ' s ee .  An ' nine knots she tied i t around 
her wais t  wit dis li ttle r ed b ag wi t his hair in i t . 

An ' she took one of his s ocks - yo ' know , one his lef t s o cks , and she car ried 
it and had dis s ock dressed ,  yo '  know ,  and she buried dis sock at de foot of her 
s t ep s , underneath her s teps , she bur i ed his s o ck so he couldn ' t s tay ' way from 
ther e ,  yo ' s e e . Said that sh e had him so that he had tuh come there . See . 

And s o  yo ' see , wel l , he would g et so he wouldn ' t g ive her any money and s ome
thin ' like that , and so dis ole hoodoo Zady tole her to g e t  him to g ive her one 
s i lver d ime ,  yo ' know , o f  his money . And s o  he d idn ' t know what she wanted him 
to g iv e her dis dime fo ' , but she g o t  a dime out o f  him . And she went an ' she 
had dis d ime dpessed unti l  it turn almo s t  b la ck like a penny , and she put a hole 
in i t  and she wor e i t  around her laig , yo ' know .  And that ' s  wher e s o she could 
git his money , you s ee .  She was trying t o  g i t him away from d is yere woman [ h is 
wif e ] , yo ' s ee .  

An ' s o , s ee ,  sh e didn ' t know that this other woman had his s o ck bur ied a t  h er 
do ' s t ep . Sh e had his sock buried there and she was s t i l l  cont inuous ly burning 
d o s e  cand les . And every time she ' d  come roun '  she had s ome kind a powder t ied up 
in h er hans ' cu f f  that she would sp rinkl e .  H e  though t i t  was j es t  p owder whu t 
chew powd er yor e fac e .  I t  smelled sweet but i t  was s ome kin ' o f  Zove powder yo '  
s e e .  

An ' she had a li t tle s omethin ' like a tab let . She ' d  of f er him meals . She 
would [drop ] that in h is t ea or hi s coffee . 

(L ike a tab let ? )  
L ike a little tab let , y es . I t would dis solve , you know , an ' you couldn ' t  s ee 

the mix tur e in ther e . You couldn ' t s ee the mixture , you know , and you cou ldn ' t  
tas te it , see . Well , he would dr ink this , see . Well , he would dr ink this and 
ther e fo ' he couldn ' t  st ay away for she had that in him , y o ' s ee .  Well , s e e , she 
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want ed to git d is other woman [wife ] out d e  way , and that ' s  [ the r eason ]  sh e 
wen t ther e and br oke dis a ig up side her do ' . 
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An ' she g ive him those l i t t l e  tab le t s  in h is c o f f ee o r  t ea t o  dr ink , s ee , and 
he beg in to suf f er wit his s tomach b ad ly , an ' all like that , and he b egan to look 
f r ai l , and l ook bad , yo ' know , b ecaus e she s aid if she didn ' t  have him , h e could 
no t do her [his wif e ]  no g ood . See . An ' h e  b egin to look frail and b ad ,  an ' s o  
no doctor ' s  medic ine didn ' t d o  him any good . Every t ime he ' d  go tuh a doc tor , i t  
would make h im  wors er . Yo ' know , when you ' ve hoodooed anyb ody , doctor ' s  med ic in e  
n o t  g o o d  f o ' you , you know . 

An ' s o  he wen t  - and every time h e ' d t ake a doctor ' s  medicine , it would make 
him wor ser . And so an ' ole lady came by one day and tole him dat he was fixed , 
chew know , tha t he was hoodooed , see , becau s e  he never wou ld g i t  well , yo '  know . 
And on a certain kind a moon he wou ld g i t  like - sit in a f i t  chew know , kinda 
rave . And s o  th e ole lady t o ld h im  tha t i f  he ' d  pay her a s um o f  money , she 
could cur e  him - yo ' know , she could g i  t him outa dis kinda fix.-

An ' s o , he fina l ly j es t  s cu f f led up d e  money s ome kind of way . And s o  she ' d  
taken and b rought some saltpeter an ' tole h im f o ' ' bout nine or t en mawnin ' s  t o  
take a bath every mawnin ' ,  every day ,  in da t s altp e t er - b athe in that . An ' she 
went out and got some roots out of de woods , some kin ' a  calomel ro o t s  and every
thing and he had to chew dos e roots , yo ' know - c a lomel root s ,  like wh ite- look
ing r oo t s , and she t o le him to chew a p i ece of da t , chew know . An ' h e  had to 
chew dose r oo t s  and he had to take a b ath in s a ltpeter f o ' nine mawnings . She 
mad e him up a mixtur e  of med ic ine , chew know . She put so much o f  turpen tine -
looked like c of f ee , s omethin ' ,  wher e you s ee i t  would s e t t l e  at de b o t t om . Well , 
he had to shake i t  up and yo ' know he wou ld take th at ,  chew know . And a f t er he 
would b athe in dat saltpeter , he had to take dat medicine and then chew dat root , 
chew see . An ' d en she t o ld him at c er tain t ime - if he would chew i t  of t en -
that would pass f r om him . See , when he chews dos e  roots , d at calomel yo ' know 
worked up in him . 

Well , yo ' see , a f t er h e ' d t aken that and she t o le him tha t ninth or de tenth 
d ay s omething would pass f rom him , yo ' s ee - but sure enuf f it d id . Wh en hit 
pas s f r om him , yo ' know , like de ca lome l worked h im yo ' know , i t  pas s ed s omethin ' 
looked like little worms - pas s ed from him li t t l e  b i ta wo rms . An ' she tole him 
that i f  thos e worms had a  s tayed [ in ]  h im ,  it would form like li t t le frog s , and 
thing s like that was g o in ' f orm in his int es t ines , ins i d e , ch ew know . And i t  
pas s f rom him like lit t l e  wo rms . And when i t  pas s ed ou t , she showed i t  t o  him , 
"This whu t  pass f rom yo ' , this whut they was puttin ' in yo ' . " 

[Ther e i s  one s trang e f eature about so many o f  the s e  passag es of worms , 
snakes , or lizards . The pat ien t  does not see them unt il the doator has made an 
examinat ion and then shows them , or s ome times mer ely tells about them. No doa
tor has ever g one so far as to say , " I f  you s ee th em you will d ie . "  For fur ther 
ac counts , see Liv e  Thing s In You , pp . 2 27-239 , and Ind ex . ] 

S ee , that would kill him s lowly , yo ' know , and s o  h e was p inin ' up and every
thing . So he pas s ed lit t le worms f r om him in d e  t enth day - little worms and 
lit t le s ometh in ' she said was g on ' a  form f rogs . Wha tev er this was d i s  woman put 
in h is cof f ee for h im ,  yo ' s e e , tha t was f orming in him - that would form in him , 
see , b ecaus e she go t these little tab lets and s he g o t  th is r att Zesnake dust -
s ome dus t from under a ra t tlesnake , wherever she g ot i t  f rom and say - and put it 
in d er e , put it in him , fix him so he would s t ay wi th her . 

[ Choppy p lace in cylinder .  The o ld hoodoo woman told wi f e ]  if she c ould g et 
holt of him , she say , i f  she could g et a holt of h im and g it a l i t tle p iece of 
his shirt , she could , yo ' know , could s top d is f it on h im .  S ee ,  every chang e of 
moon he ' d  have th es e spells . 



7 6 2  - Memo i rs o f  Alma Egan Hy att Foundation -

[ Here are four s imilar beliefs ab out fits  f rom general folklore :  ( 1) "Ep ilep
tic f its • • •  mor e frequent and • • •  s evere during the increase of the moon • . . .  " ( 2) 
I II f  anyone has fits , take of f their shirt . . •  whi le having it , cut out the piece 
over their ches t and boil . • •  when coo l .  • .  g ive to the person to drink . . . • I I ( 3 )  "He 
was having one of these  fit s .  She pull his shir t off over his head , put it on a 
pan and set it on fire  • • •  took the ashes . • .  to f eed him a sp oonful before each 
meal . • • • " ( 4) "Remove the person ' s  und ershirt • • .  af ter an at tack , let it  smolder 
on live coals , mix a t easpoonful of  these ashes in a g las s of holy water , and say 
In the Name of the Fa ther, Son and Ho ly Ghos t . . . mus t b e  adminis tered three times 
a day . "  From FACI , 2ed . ,  p .  248 . ] 

Well , this  o le lady , finally this ole lady died , see - dis o le lady whut was 
fixing him ,  yo ' know . Well , sh e died . Well , yo ' s ee ,  dey f ound all kinds of 
s tuf f , dif ferent hoodoo s tuff in her place , where d ey went tuh s ee ,  yo ' know , 
when she died , an ' everything . [ For f inding spells at hoodoo woman 's home when 
she d ies , see No . 239 , p . 66 . ]  

Well , this lady , every change of de moon , she s till havin ' f i ts . Yo ' know , 
when de person die and fixed yuh , yo ' know , yo ' don ' t nevah git ovah it , yo ' s ee .  
Yo ' s ee ,  b ec aus e dey died b efo ' d ey could take i t  off dem o  See . An ' she s till 
had thos e f its after and nobody couldn ' t take it  o f f  b e caus e dis was de woman dat 
put de spell on , s ee . [See If Evildoer Dies Spell Incurable , p . 39 6 . ] And so  
every time de moon would chang e she would go cra zy- like and see dis man . See . 
And then when she seen , she didn ' t want him . 

Well , finally , this woman went crazy and nobody couldn ' t  do anything f or her 
becaus e she was de one put de spell on her , yo ' s ee , and af ter she went crazy , 
well , d ey sent her to asylum and after she went tuh d e  ' sy lum , den she died , you 
see . But de spell was s till on dis man , yo ' see , af ter she d ied . Yo ' see , she 
never did g i t  her mind back . 

An ' so dis man , yo ' s ee - after he come back - he was already heah ,  and so 
af ter she died , it  was s till on him . He couldn ' t  git  it of f him b ecaus e dis ole 
lady was de  one had buried his socks fa ' him and he didn ' t  know wher e .  Dif fer
ent f ortunet ellers had tole him that she h ad someth in ' of h is ' n  buried somewhere 
and if he could find it and dig it up , why that cou ld git  him b ettah , yo ' see , 
becaus e she had got  the worms out of him .  S ee .  S o  she had his left sock buri ed , 
took his le ft dirty sock . She fixed it an ' b uried it  underneath de s tep . 

And s o  he would dig all in de yard to try to f ind where she had buried it .  
Wel l ,  f inally , he j es t  - seemed like he said he had a dream one nigh t to look 
und er his s t ep .  They something tole him to look under his s teps . [ For spirits 
warning in d reams , see pp . 27 ,  116 , and Index . ] An ' so he go t up early hiss elf 
one mo rning and went out there an ' was digging around under his s teps . And when 
he dug aroun ' he s t ruck something like a little can , and when he opened de litt le 
can - de top of dat lit tle can , de dus t j es t  flew out , and when he pu lled it  out 
he s aw one his dirty sock had been buried under there . And in that s o ck , he 
opened it , it had some kind of powd er and a little rag , and it had nine need les 
and nine pins sticking in it - nine wit de heads down and nine need les wit de 
head up . S ee - in dat sock and so it was sewed up in dat li ttle rag in his s o ck .  
And he ' d  taken dis sock , d e  whole thing and he car ried i t  tuh a o le man .  Yo '  
see , he carried it tuh a fo rtunet eller and tole him , say , "Well , dat ' s  whut she 
had buried ,  yo ' s ee - why you couldn ' t  s tay away f rom her . "  

An ' s o ,  when he ' d  taken dat and dos e little need les - dos e need les been in 
dere so long dey was rus ty . An '  s os he ' d  taken dat hers elf and sh e washed it  in 
saltpeter - s ee ,  she washed da t in saltp eter and he thought she was curing him ,  
but she was making h im  wors er fa ' i t  - ' cause he wanted tuh go back to h is wife , 
yo ' s ee . De woman d ied dat broke him from his wif e .  Dat ' s  de one made him move 
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out de  hous e and break up his home , yo '  s ee . An ' s o he went b ack then to his 
wif e and try to live with her , s ee ,  an ' everything . Well , he couldn ' t  live wi th 
her b ecaus e they both died and de spell was on him , yo ' s e e .  

(This happ ened righ t her e in Mob ile? ) 
Yes . 
(All righ t , go righ t  ah ead now . )  
Well , he ' d  gone back to his wife , yo ' s ee ,  af ter a cer tain length of time -

s o many years , yo ' s ee . An ' , yo ' know , he b egg ed her pardon f or the way he did 
her and de woman . She knew dis woman had broke up h er home , yo ' know , what sh e 
did , b ecaus e af t erwards she found out what she had sprinkled all around in her 
horne , yo ' know , f o ' de  confus ion and f o r  him tuh mis tr eat her , yo ' see . Well , 
he ' d  gone b ack to try to live wi th her again , yo ' s ee .  

And so his wife was afraid and s o  she though t she would have him fixed her
self . Af ter this woman had him that way , she thought she would go an ' git some
one to do him the s ame way , s ee .  S o  she goes to a fortuneteller and dey tell her 
that the only way she could do anything wi th him was to  have him dressed. See , 
was to have him dressed so that - if  she don ' t ,  he would leave her again b ecaus e 
dis spell was s till on him and de woman was dead and every change of de moon , he 
would leave her . See , he had dis spe ll on him , and said de woman was dead and 
she was de one had to  g i t  it off  him .  Wel l , sure enough , every change o f  de moon 
he would leave her but she wanted tuh have him dressed.  

S o  this for tuneteller wouldn ' t  tell her whu t  to do , but she s ent her to some
body els e .  S o  she went - say she j es t  tell de for tune b u t  de lady had to go to  
an o le hoodoo . S o  she goes out in de �oods to an o le hoodoo lady and dis ole 
lady tole her that yes , she could dress him and fix him s o  that he cou ldn ' t  leave 
her . He would have to s tay righ t there , you know , he couldn ' t leave her . And s o  
she t o l e  h e r  to git her a sum o f  money and br ing i t  b ack and she would dress i t . 

[ In the preceding paragraph : ( 1) S ome for tuneteller s  do all types of  hoodoo 
work,  or  put ano ther way , s ome hoodoos and doctors tell for tunes ; other fortune
tellers , like this one , r efer patients to a hoodoo d oc tor or a specialist . Even 
I the , Author Becomes a Specialis t ,  on pag e  2 78 .  Is there another examp le of  
hoodoos imitating moder n  medical pract ice? Yes and no .  S p ecialization in heal
ing" is as old as primit ive medic ine-man and witch-doctor . Temple incubation was 
a speciality of early Greek healers ,  anc es tors of pres ent-day Doc tors of Medi
cine . ( 2) "Out in de  woods . "  Here is the old wi t ch o f  fairy tales and reali ty . 
For this isolation as well as pers onal appearance , s ee pp . 29 4-30 l , especial ly 
Nos . 849 and 859 . ( 3) For dressing the money , see one man ' s remarkab le vers ion 
of this rite - Trickery by Doctor . Cas t  it into Ob livion , p . 2 68 . However , no t 
all dressing o f  money is  trickery . ]  

Well , she d id that . She went t o  this ole lady , and dis ole lady tole her that 
every th ree hours - she give her some kind o f s omething like incense to burn . 
T ole her to burn this incense every three hours , and sulphur . Tole her to  burn 
incens e and sulphur and write  his name on a white candle and roll it in some 
sugar . See , she said sugar , seemed like that would make everything sweet fo ' 
him , yo ' s ee .  Salt is f or confus ion , chew know and sugar is for sweet . See , 
that ' s  the way it works . Tole her to roll di s candle in sugar and wri t e  his name 
backwards on dere , yo ' s ee ,  and s tick it in a lit tle s aucer and put it in de cor
ner of her room .  S ee . And j es t  ' b out time de spell come on him , fo ' her to burn 
i t . See . An '  d at would make it  sweet and de  spell wouldn ' t  b e on him .  An ' so 
tole her to take dat candle and b urn i t  and then to burn dis here sulphur every 
three hour s in her home - this here sulphur and this incense . The incens e is 
sweet too . That makes a sweet smell in yore home . Well , she did that . 

An '  she tole her wh enever he take a bath - see , next time he ' d  take a bath -
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tuh bring a little of  his bathwater . Put i t  in a little cup or something , s top 
it up and b ring i t  tuh her - what he bathe in. Well , she fixe d his water . He 
didn ' t know , yo ' know, she was goin' tuh pore de water ou t after he'd taken a 
bath . She took some water in de cup, s ome of his dir ty water , and she carried 
it  to dis lady . She s topped i t  up in a little bottle and carr ied dis d irty water 
to d is ole woman . Well , dis ole woman, she took his bathwa t er that he bathed in 
and she mixed i t  with something else in a bot tle and shook i t  up and tole her to 
take d is bottle and bring it back and stand it up in de corner of her room where 
ain ' t no one kin s ee, and every time he ' d  go out de do ' ,  she goes an' wat ch his 
feet and git his lef t track and b ring de dir t back to her . Yo ' know , jes t take 
he r han ' and rake dat track back and wrap it  up in some paper and keep i t  in her 
purs e .  Well, every time he would leave dat would make him come back . See, when 
you gi t his tracks dat'll make him come b ack .  Well , whenever h e  would leave out , 
sure enough she went and go t his track . S ee ,  she got dat track and she wrapped 
it up in de paper and had it in her purse and she had dis water in her room , yo ' 
know . An ' s o , every three hours in d e  day she would burn dis her e s tuff, yo ' 
know [ this cand le and incens e and sulphur ] . 

I t  acted all right for a good long while but s ee, every once a while , it  would 
die down - it would die down and den she had to go an ' do it again . Dis ac ted 
all right for a little while, t ill he b egin to gi t in a rage agin , yo' see . S o  
d i s  lady tole her that o n  the way she had to g e t  s omething i n  him . See , sh e  had 
to fix him in that way . Yo' s ee .  

[ The preceding paragraph reveals one of the great princip les of magic, perhaps 
the greates t  after intention - magic power is not permanent . Our bes t examples 
of this are thos e magic obj ect s  c loses t  to the b eliever's hear t and mind - the 
handS . Among their many characteris ti cs , these he lpers : ( 1) have d egrees of 
power ( p . 576) ,  ( 2) , obs erve a time limi t (p . 5 77) , ( 3 )  mus t be fed (p . 5 78f .) , and 
( 4) need recharging , which sometimes requires a doator or a specialis t ,  a hand
maker. A hand lives and h e lps only be caus e a sp irit dwells in it . Even when all 
amenities and regulations have b een kep t and the indwelling spir i t  is contend ed, 
it  can b e  ki l led - chas ed from i ts temporary home - by th e spiri t of a s tronger 
hand. Ki l ling happens oft en in a gambling game where every man carries a hand. 
S o , here is another rule of magic - a weaker spirit  canno t function in  th e 
presence of  a s tronger spirit . But the owner of the weaker hand can ki l l  the 
spirit or power of the s tronger hand - page 6 4 1  and I nd ex. ] 

Well, she thought she was fixing h im - ins tead of fixing him fo '  good, she was 
fixing h im  f o '  bad looked like, don ' t  you see , b ecaus e whut dis woman give her , 
d e  mixtur e in his food, s ee .  She wouldn ' t  eat what he  eat, yo ' s ee , becaus e she 
was put ting i t  in his s tuff and sprinkling i t  on his meat . You see she would put 
it on de meat that he would eat . An ' so when he tas t e  it - de differ ent tas te in 
d e  meal yo ' know and wanted her to tas te , she proc laimed that she didn't like 
that kind of meat . Yo' know , she ' d  make excus e to keep f rom e atin' it her s elf . 
See . And see, every time he'd eat dis mea t hit would make him s icker , s ee. 

But she put it on his mea t . Dis woman give it to her and told her to put it 
on there and s o  he found dis h ere dirt in her purs e, yo ' s ee. He opened de pa
per - he went in her purse and he f ound dis dir t in der e ,  s ee , but she didn ' t  
know that he found the dirt . He kept the dirt fo ' to carry it tuh s ee what it  
�. S ee. An '  so he carried d is dirt to see whut it  was . And dey told him it 
was his tracks - one dem hoodoos , another one ,  tole him it was his tracks , and 
says , this woman is giving him s omething in h is food . Well , see , he would eat 
this food, yo ' see , and he got so that he would dry up - dr i ed up jes t as li ttle 
as he could b e . It  was whut she was f eeding him off of . 

(Put them [ his foot tracks ] in the grave?) 
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Yes . An ' sh e t o l e  him - dis hoodoo ZadY tole him tha t i t  wouldn ' t b e  long 
' for e dey b e  burying her by she burying d es e  tracks . And s o  d is hoodoo woman 

g ave h im s omething . Yo ' know , he didn ' t  know th at th is woman was dPessing dis 
other one fo ' him , �, an ' so when h e  goes b ack to her , s omething she puts on 
him , we ll he g o t  it on her , �, b y  b e ing c lo s e  together , g ot it on her and sh e 
come with s omething like a itch , yo ' know , all ove r her . [ For an ama zing examp le 
of this common triak , s ee No .  10 , p . 7 . ] She had an i tch all over her and sh e ' d  
go t o  doctors an ' everything and de mo re they would treat he r f o '  dis itch , de 
wer s er it would gi t . And s o  it kep t itch ing t i l l  all b e tween her f ing er s  g ot 
s ore - s ee ,  a l l be tween her f inger s b ecome broke out like you would have p elleg ra 
yo ' know , all that itch . But it would g it between her f ingers and all her nails 
and it got b etwe en her toenails . See . An ' she broke out in sores , sores all be
tween he r nai ls an ' every thing tull they h ad to bath e  h er hand s and wrap ' em  up 
in a piece yo ' know . And all b etween her body - al l down there b e tween h er b o dy , 
she b roke out in sores and everything , yo ' s ee .  

And s o  she th ough t about this let ter dis woman wro t e  an ' tole he r  that s even 
years wou Zdn ' t be too Zong for a raaaoon to wear a ruff Zed-bosom s hirt . S ee ,  
that whu t she meant , sh e  wa s goin ' tuh ki ll he r - s e e , tuh g et dis man , s ee .  An ' 
sh e h ad dis man dres sed fo ' her . See . We ll , after she broke out in s or es and 
everything like dat , wel l , see , he had done bur ied her tr acks to de graveyard , 
you s ee . Well , f ina lly dey couldn ' t  cure her and she broke dese s ores all out 
and it come on de ins ide ea tin ' her up . Whut she had go t ins ide her , it would 
j us t  e t e  h er on through , e t e  her up . An ' sh e d ied . Fina lly she did bury h er . 
S ee .  An ' so this woman told her da t ,  s e e , and d ey  all remembered whut she said -
tha t she wou ld d o  that to g et her .  

An ' af ter she do that - a f t er she [ roomer ] g o t  th is man , yo ' s ee , then this 
man dis liked her . Af ter he had done ki lled his wif e and hoodooed her , well , h e  
dis liked her , s e e . He tur ne d ag ains t her then , and s o  a f t er he turned ag ains t 
her , he s ay ,  j es t l ike she ki lled hi s wif e ,  he would turn tha t r igh t  back o n  her 
and do her de s ame way , and sh e told him that he couldn ' t do i t . S ee .  An ' s o  
h e  said , " Sur ely cou ld . "  

Well , af t er dis man tr i ed to fix her she would go an ' git cured , s e e , ba th ing 
in d at saltpeter and salt , s ee ,  and that would keep everything o f f  of her . And 
she wou ldn ' t  eat any thing f r om him ,  s e e . An '  so fina lly , he b rough t h er s ome i c e  
cream an d  she at e the ic e cream . S h e  didn ' t  th ink any thing would hurt her , s e e . 
An '  she at e d e  i c e  cr eam and af ter she at e d e  i c e  cr eam , dis man t o le her he 
would get her . S ee , ' caus e he had done went back to dis o le [hoodoo ] lady da t 
killed his wi f e , t o  fix her . An '  dat o l e  lady put de s tuf f in d e  i ce cream -
gave it t o  him and he put i t  in d e  ice cr eam • • • •  

[Th e hoodoo woman told the wife t o ]  "G et a p iece o f  his shirt-tail and his 
bathwat er . "  Yo t got whu t  she got , y o ' know , f rom him .  She had tole h er to take 
that bathwater and sh e put dat piece of shi rt-ta i l  in di s b o tt l e , s e e , and she 
s ticks nine need les and p ins in it and shook it up and told her to take that and 
g o  in one fo ' aorner of de hous e and bury that . 

(One o f  the four corner s  o f  h er hous e . ) 
Out side - not under the s t ep s  - de fourth aorner o f her hous e and bury it and 

then j es t , as she bury ing i t ,  sh e had to s ay s ome kind of hoodoo and put a evil 
curs e on . 

Caus e  sh e  knew that the wa ter had him fixed - his b a thwa t er - and h e  had to go 
cros s d e  wat er . So f inally he takes a notion t o  leave - to leave h er , s ee .  And 
s o  sh e  s a id , well , to cross water - well , tha t wou ld make all that g o  back [ on 
person fixing hi s b athwa ter ] .  S o  he le f t  here and s o  he wen t  an ' got on a ship 
and went away cross de water . He was l eaving acros s de water to git dat o f f  him . 
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Said that this woman know that he was going away ,  said she ' d  rathe r f o ' him to 
leave and not come back . 

The one h e  wen t  back to - de woman d ied . 
(The woman killed his wif e and then he kil led this woman . That the idea? ) 
No , de woman got killed - dat d e  one he was running around wi t . He couldn ' t  

git  de spell o ff him an ' s o  he goes b ack and makes up with his wife . S ee .  This 
woman was living in the hous e and b roke his wife and him up , yo '  see , and tore-
up de home and the wif e left and that give her a chance . S ee , she put dis s tuf f 
in her pillah , and so then af ter the woman got out , de wi fe turned it back on 
her . See . An ' s o  she [roomer]  lost  her mind an ' everything and d e o le woman dat 
�ed d e  wif e ,  sh e  died , s ee ,  and dey couldn ' t  git de spell o f f  [ the wif e ] . S ee .  
And dis woman [ roomer ] went crazy and dey s ent her away and she died . Then he 
f inally makes up h is mind to go back to h is wif e , yo ' s ee ,  to git  a reconci lia
tion with her , yo ' know , tuh b eg her pardon , af ter so many years . 

Well , you s ee af ter he wen t b ack with his wife - she knew that this woman had 
done her tha t and broke up her home - well she didn ' t care for him much . But he 
wanted - but he had dis spell on him - dey b oth [women - roomer and hoodoo woman ] 
died and dey couldn ' t  git  d e  s pell of f him . And ev ery chang e  of d e  moon h e ' d  
have thes e spells , �, b ecause dis woman throwed dis egg and put dis spell on 
h im .  He had thes e spells and so the wif e s aid th at she would go h ave him fixed 
SO-she could keep him . 

S o  she goes tuh hav e  h is fixed , yo ' s ee , and dis woman tole his wif e to git  
his batbwat er , s ee ; and th en g it d is candle and roll  it  in sug ar - s ee , that was 
to make him sweet . 

(Well , now , whose track was buried out in the grave? )  
Oh , i t  was this woman ' s  track that was buried out in de g rave . 
(Which woman , the firs t one ? )  
Th e first woman - she was d e  one . 
(There ar e only two women in the story? ) 
That was all - one man - two womens and one man .  De wi fe and d e  woman and dis 

man . 
(The woman who was trying to take him away died in the asylum . Then the wi fe 

di ed too , didn ' t  she? ) 
Well , later - af ter - bu t  he went back to the wi fe . S ee . And af ter de wi fe 

d idn ' t care f o '  him , see , then she fixed him s o  h e  wouldn ' t  have these sp ells -
she tried to git thes e spells o ff him ,  so she would git d e  candle and ro ll it in 
sugar an ' everything . An' so then she s een she didn ' t  care for him and then [he ] 
g oes and has her tracks buri ed in de graveyard , see . Dis man �xed her . 

(What was h e  fixing her f or ? ) 
Cause sh e d idn ' t want him . 
( Was she trying to kill him or was he trying to ki ll her ? Or was he t ry ing to 

make her take him back or what? ) 
Well . he wanted her to t ake him back . Well , a f ter she took him back ,  you s ee 

he would git dem spel ls on the change of de moon and he would leave again . He 
wouldn ' t  act right . See . 

(When did he cros s wat er ? )  
Well , h e  cross ed water when d e  woman tole him dat d e  only way h e  would git dis 

spell of f him , he would have to cross de wat er . S ee . 
(Th e  spell his wif e put on him or the spell the o ther woman put on h im? ) 
I t ' s  de spel l  the other woman put on h im .  
(The part that was in the b eg inning o f  the s tory? ) 
Yes , that goes in the b eginning of i t .  You s ee ,  d e  wife is  d e  one that burned 

de candles on him and tri ed to git de spell o f f  h im .  
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So h e  goes and g i t s  hi s wif e track - he ' s  d e  one - de  hoodoo woman told him 
to bury i t in de graveyard , and he went and buried i t ou t dere like she to ld him . 

(That ' s  what ki lled her? ) 
That whut killed her and that ' s whut made her think of de letter that she re

ceived a long time ago . 
See , dis  ole lady was wo rking on ' em  both . See , she was pret ending to b e  

friends t o  each one of  ' em . but she wasn ' t .  [ For doctor "pretending to be 
friends to each one of  ' em , "  s e e  two ex cellent examp les , No .  780 , p . 257 , and 
No . 78 2 ,  p . 258 . ] See , dis s ame ole lady died ,  yo ' s ee , who was pretending to 
be friends to both of them , but she wasn ' t .  

Yeah , he had to cros s wat er to g i t  rid o f  h i s  s ins , b ecaus e she had h i s  water 
and everything buried in de fourth cOPner of her hous e . S o , that itch when she 
broke out like that , that whut killed her . And he couldn ' t  git  th os e spells of f 
at de change o f  de moon - he would go crazy and everything . They both [women ] 
got out of dere [ d ied ] and dat ' s  when dis  [hoodoo ] woman [ to ld ]  him he would 
cross wat er . S ee , he took a voyage away cross  water - s ee , he left to get rid 
o f  this . And de las t that they heard from him ,  dey said he was g i tt in '  b etter 
of those sp ells .  [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 88) , 9 10 : 1 . ] 

2751 . In the year of 19 28 I was go ing with a married man . Qui te natural I 
knowed that was wrong and she fo und it out and she s ent a b o ttle the re to my 

DOCTOR McCONNICK O F  ALGIERS 
BLACK BOTTLE - BLACK CANDLE 
YOUR GRAVE NUMBER WILL BE 65 

hous e - and my bro ther was s itt ing on the por ch . 
And s o  when I come home from work that evenin '  the 
bottle  was there . And s o  the bott le had water in 
i t , I imag ine . My mother told me not to open it . 
I t  had a lo t o f  needles and a s topper and a cord

s tring tied up as if , you know , to hold the s topper out of the water - j us t  a 
p lain long beer bottle [ probab ly a dark bott le ] . S o  my mother had taken it up to 
a woman what , you know , knew . 

(Where was th is bottle ? ) 
I t  was at my hous e - it was down by the washs tand . They had give i t  to - the 

woman had give it to my brother , see . And my b rother went and g ive i t to my 
mother and my mother set it down in my room by the washs tand and so she  told me 
when I come home to go there and get the b ottle . S o , f inally , I had a f ear run 
over me and bes ides , about it , I never believed in this kind of s tuff unti l  this 
come about . And so  after she told me to go and get the b o tt le , I went and opened 
[ I  wanted to open]  i t  - I said , "Mama , this b ottle is suspic ious . "  She says , 
"Well , don ' t  open it . "  I say , "Yes , Ma , I i s ,  I ' m not afraid . " She said , "Don ' t 
you op en it . "  And she taken the b ot t le and went on up to a woman ' s  house wi th 
the b ot t l e  and she told the woman . The woman told my mother to take the bot tle 
and empty i t  in a bayou of wat er or s tr eam of water . See . 

So  I went to Tallulah to  work . I left from away f rom there after I thought I 
was g oing to get hurt , you know . I left home anyway and I went to T allulah . 

(Wh er e is that ? )  
T al lulah , Louisiana . 
(All righ t • ) 

[About 25 miles wes t of Vicksburg , Mis s is sipp i . ] 

I worked over there . And after I went over , she sent me a little envelope 
wi th s and or something ins ide of another little envelope about dis long , and she 
said on ther e , " S ix months from today your g rave numb er will be 65 - s ix months 
from today . "  

Well , I got scared and I was a pers on that never did like to  tell my friends 
nothing about that . In f act I didn ' t  beli eve in i t .  So  I commenced to pining 
away and then I was los ing my mind . Peop le here in Vi cksburg can shore tell you 
here in Vicksburg that I really los t  my mind . So a friend of mine had mentioned 
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i t  to a friend of  mine , and she told me about a fellow .  I don ' t know whether 
he ' s  b lack or white . He s tays in New Orleans , his name is B .  B. McConnick . He 
stays over in Algiers . And I wro te him concerning about it . And af ter he wrote 
in a letter and told me about a dr eam I had . I believed in wha t  he was telling 
me to do . 

(Did you have a dream? ) 
I had a dream that I - there was s om e  money in a o ld empty hous e for me . [ For 

dreams of buried tr easure , see 387 , p . 116 ; 426 , p . 12 7 ; etc . ] And after I wrote 
this man like she [ th e  g ir l ]  told me to writ e  him ,  why he was telling th at , and 
I was - and that ' s  what made my belief come that he ' d  know wh at he was talking 
about - why I believed in what he told me to do .  

(Now , wai t .  You had this dream and you told this man in Tallulah ? ) 
No , I ain ' t told no one about i t  - this dream - nobody know nothing about this 

dream but my f ami ly folks - about this dream and the money in the hous e .  
(I see . )  

And af ter I told this friend of mines over there [ in Vicksburg ] about this 
woman had done sent me this stuf f , and I was sick and s tayed s i ck ,  well she told 
me about this man . 

( I  s ee - the man in Alg iers ? )  
In Algi ers - his name was Mr . B .  B .  McConnick . I don ' t know whether he is 

black or white . And so I wrote him and he wrote me a letter b ack and told me to  
s end him $ 5 . 7 5 and he explained in the letter about the dream I had . Well , !. 
b elieved in him , see . So I s ent the money to h im .  I s en t  the money to him and 
he sent me a s elf-addres sed s tamp [ envelope f or the money ] . And h e  s ent me and 
told me what to do , and he sent me b lack candles and he told me this here b la ck 
cand le would burn agains t the parties what was harming me .  Well , he to ld what to 
do - h e told me to take a glas s about like that , j us t  an ordinary j elly g las s , 
and fill i t  half full o f  sugar and s tick it down in the s ugar . 

( This b lack candle? ) 
This b lack candle . 
(Jus t one? ) 
He sent me more than one ,  cause [ I s ent him ]  $ 5 . 06 ,  but af ter they g ive out , 

he told me I could get ' em from my local drug stor e .  And h e  told m e  to use thes e 
cand les six , twelve and six evening every evening . [This i s  the well-known 6-12-
6 time formula . ] And f inally I did that . 

(Put this cand le down in the sugar ? )  
Down in the sugar . He told me to not to never b low the cand le out - I never 

seen this man b efor e ,  and he told me , "Don ' t  blow it out " - to take my middle 
f inger and my thumb and wet it , and say ,  "I wish you would leave me alone , "  put
ting the cand le out at the same time , but not b low it . And r eally I did that and 
that woman . 

(Now wait a minut e .  How long d id you let thos e candles burn at six , twelve 
and six? ) 

Fi ft een minutes - f ifteen minutes , 
(And wh en you had burned one whole cand le? ) 
No , sir , you burn that every day . 
(Well , when that f irst cand le burned out , what did you do ? Burn another one 

then? ) 
Could us e another . 
(How many did you use altogether ? )  
Oh , I j us t  gues s .  I done even forgot h ow  many I used , but I us ed j us t  some of 

' em ' caus e  I wanted that off of me. And really , that man helped me ' caus e I know 
I was wrong . You s ee . And it turned right to that h ome - that woman was getting 
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back j us t  l ike I was gett ing , s ee . And I thought - two or three t ime I c er t ainly 
f elt sorry f or h er and I s topped using that s tu f f . 

Now , the other exp er ienc e , ' c aus e  I u s ed to d idn ' t b elieve in i t  unti l  this 
woman wa s doing me like tha t , you see . Cau s e  I was wrong , you see , going with 
her husb and . But tha t o ther , I don ' t know no thing ab out tha t , but I ' m exp laining 
you s omething I really exp er ienced my own dear s elf . 

[ The preceding tri ck could have b een per formed in severa l ways .  Friend of 
mine who r ecommend ed M cC onnick was surely his f or eign cor res p ondent for the 
Vicksbu rg di s tr i c t ; she b eing his only s ource of inf o rmat i on ab out th e dre am .  
What informant wanted could b e  tak en care o f  for $ 5 . 75 . H er dr eam ab out the 
b uried treasure showed that all p rob lems would s oon b e  s o lved ; sh e wou ld also 
f ind th e hidden wealth . Th e r ead er will not i c e  immed iately that $5.7 5 conta ins 
uneven numb ers , whi ch read insi de outward 75 and out s id e  inward 57 . Th is is for
ward and backward magic , though no t the pendu lum magic fr equently me t in Jacks 
(p . 190 f . ) .  Puls at ing or heart-b eat magic migh t b e  a b e t t er t erm .  Af t er th e 
money was received , the candles were de livered . Th e p ackage contained a printed 
no tice s omething like : "Thes e candles you ord ered have b e en burned in the f ol
lowing manner by troub led per sons who c laim f o r  them the b ene f i t s  of hea l th and 
p ea ce . We s ell them a s curios . Th e s o- and-so d rug s t ore in your town s e l ls 
thes e cand les . "  Th er e was no s econd letter as info rman t imp lies . All communi
ca tion wa s b r ief and v ague (s ee He ' d  Never Wr i te You Much , p . 3l9 f . ) . McConni ck 
is pr imar i ly a dis tributor of candl es - a bus ines s man and surely a white man . ] 
[ Vicksbur g , Mis s . ,  ( 7 69) , 10 58 : 1. ]  

2 7 5 2 . My husb and lef t m e  and I want ed him to come b ack . I loved the man , I 
love him ' t ill today , and he j is t  walked away f rom me w i thout any caus e that I 

know o f . Cour s e  I was j ealous of ' im and I wouldn ' t le t ' im 
ACROSS THE RI VER go when he felt like go ing a ll the t ime to tho s e  awful taverns 

ALG IERS b e caus e he was drunkard - ev ' ry t ime he go out h e ' d  get drunk . 
We ll , I tr ied to keep h im at the h ouse all I could and make 

things as pleasant as I cou ld for him , s ee - s o he wou ld like home , s ee .  I had 
a b eaut iful h om e  acr os s the s treet ther e , and there was noth ing fo r h im  to wor ry 
for . H e  was a wo rking man ,  he wa s no swee tie - h e  was a wor king man , worked 
every day .  But wh en h e ' d  go out and g e t  amongs t  mens and womens , he ' d  get d runk 
and carry on . And if he had his p ayd ay b e f or e  he came in , he ' d  let ' em  r ob him . 
He ' d  b e  home all the week , ev ' ry day in the week , but on Saturday night when h e  
go t  h i s  pay he ' d  go ev ' rywhere b u t  home . I g ot disgus ted w i th h im . H e  w ent away 
f rom me and th en I s ai d , "Well , I ' m going to try t o  s ee if I can g e t  h im home . "  
I had hear d  s o  much , you know . I s ay , " I ' m  going to try a mess and s ee if I can 
get h im home . " So I g oes acros s the river [ to Alg ier s ] ,  knowing a woman through 
s omeb ody e ls e .  

(What was her name ? ) 
Ah forgot her name now . I got her name of cours e  on a p ap er at home . But 

anyhow , I went over th ere to s ee her and ask her ab ou t i t . I s ays , "L is ten , "  I 
s ays , "Mi s s  What chacallum , my husb and done lef t me . "  And I s ays , "I s the re any 
way that I c an get h im back , you th ink? " She s ays ,  "Ye s , s ure , " she s ays , "you 
can get him b ack. " She says , "How long has he b e en gone? " I s ays , "He b een gone 
about five weeks now . " Sh e says ,  "Wel l , I ' ll be over the r e  to s ee you , "  she 
say s ,  " and when I come , "  she s ays , "I ' l l t el l  you what t o  get . "  So she says -
and I s ay s , "All r igh t . "  S o  she says ,  "The f ir s t  th ing whi l e  you r s downtown , 
go by th e T en-C en t  S tore and g et me a 25¢ box of canary b ird s eeds . "  I w ent 
there and go t  ' em  [ af ter I lef t her ] . She says , "Wh en I c ome over , I ' ll tell you 
what e ls e t o  g et . " 

Wh en sh e come over she say , "Get me a pound o f  sugar , one p ound of sugar" and 
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she said , "g et me two b oxes of raisins . "  You s ee , one pound o f  s ugar , two boxes 
of rais ins and 25¢ worth of b ird s e ed . Well , she took a pan I have over there ,  
a b lu e  pan , and she mixed all that tog ether . Sh e mad e me write his name . She 
made me write his name , you know , each nine times - made me wr ite his name nine 
times and af ter writ ing his name nine times , she ma de me write my name righ t on 
top of his name . My full name right on top of  his name - each nine times on two 
diff erent lines . Then she took that pap er and put it in the b ot tom of  the pan -
I not iced her - put that  paper in the b ottom of the pan and she mixes all this 
mixture right up together and put that on the canary bird s eed s and all . But ,  
o f  course , he hasn ' t  come b ack home yet . 

--

(What else did she do ? What did she do with that then? ) 
She mad e  me put the pan b ack und er where i t couldn ' t b e  s een and then she told 

me to get the candles . She made me get three cand les - ten- cent candles , long 
candles . 

(What co lor were they? ) 
White cand les - what you call white wax candles . I got the three t en-cent 

candles and she told me to dig a hole in [ for ]  each in that . That thing 
[mixtur e ]  was ab out that th ick with that ingredients - was that  rais ins and that 
in the pan , and put these candles , put three cand les • • . •  

[ "She coughs .  Unint elligibl e .  Sh e has a coughing s pe ll . "  Penciled notation 
made wh en transc rip t ion checked with cy linder . )  

(Well , how did she put them? She put one there and where did she put th e 
other one? ) 

[ Coughing again . ] Three together .  
( Sh e  put three in a row. All right . )  
And let ' em burn nine days . 
(And let them burn out? ) 
And let ' em.  burn out . She says , "Don ' t b low ' em , pinch them out . "  S o I burns 

[ coughing again ] . 
[ We mus t al low for brief paus es during these coughing sp ells . ]  
(Now , those three candles wouldn ' t  las t  nine days , would they ? )  
Now , when those burns low , I j us t lighted three mor e and j us t  pinched them out 

and t ake them out o f  that li ttle ho le , you see , and put three more there , s ee .  
( I s ee .  All right , go ahead . )  
Uh-huh . 
(When the nine days were up , what did you do? ) 
Af t er they burned out - see , they burned as long as they can . Th en af ter they 

burned there nine days , she told me no t t o  dis turb that pan , let i t  that pan s tay 
ther e .  An d  so  it  s tayed there and s till it haven ' t  made any succes s  with me . 
Bu t even so , she was char�ing me fo r i t , so I s aid , "Well? "  She told me to come 
back over there .  Well , I d taken s ick and I haven ' t  been back over there since . 

I us ed about a dollar ' s  wo rth [ candles )  - ten-cents api ece . [New Or leans , 
La . , (848) , 1310 : 1 . ) 

275 3 .  Becaus e that I was kind of out and d own ,  and that ' s  why I went there to 
' em .  And so , as I goes there to ' em , they t ells me what candles to light .  Some
times they t ell me to go light - put a light . 

PUBLIC SHRINE 
AND 

THE CUSTODIAN 

(Wha t did you s ee when you went int o the room? )  
What did I see when I went in the room? Well , the room was dark 
and I j us t s ee them little ligh ts - them lit tle lights b urning . 
They have the room dark and them little lights  burning at the 
altar . 

(What was the pers on wearing ? )  
They was wear ing a robe .  
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(What co lor was it ? )  
A lavender rob e . 
(Anything on their head ? )  

Ye ah ,  they wear a crown on their head .  
(What was the color of the crown? ) 

7 7 1  

The crown was lavend er and had a lit tle s i lver o n  i t  - li t t le s i lver spang les 
on top of it . 

(Then , were you suppos ed to  do anything when you came in or went out? )  
Yeah , wh en I ' d  come in , I ' d  get on my knees like this [demons trat es ] .  
(Down on your knees . )  
Uh-huh - and do this here [demons trates ] .  
(Make the s ign of the cross . )  
Yes s ir .  And af t er I ' d  g et on my knees , I ' d  go to this altar and I ' d get on 

my knees at that p lace and pray to that s aint - f or that sain t  to do things f or 
me .  And af ter I gets thr ough praying to that saint , if I wants the other [ s aint ] 
to do s omething , I ' d go to the other one [ sain t ]  and s ay some th ing . 

(Do you mean that this pers on you went to - th ey have th es e various saints in 
the room? ) 

Yes , in the room .  
(Well , when you f irs t came in did they ask you what you wanted ? O r  anything ? 

Or did they speak to you? What did they s ay when you firs t  came in? )  
When I f ir s t  come in , s he ' d ask me - no , when I firs t come in there , I ' d  make 

that si gn of the cross .  And then I ' d  go to one of th em s aints and then she ' d  ask 
me what did I want , and she ' d  tell - and she ' d  t ell me what cand le to go and make 
my wish to . And then I ' d make my wis h  and if I want to put a s i lver of f er ing , 
I ' d  put that dime ther e .  And i f I ' d  go to S t . Peter , I ' d  put that key there . 

(That woman you wen t  to had thes e various things around her room? ) 
Around in her room . 
(Wi th cand les ? )  
Wi th candles . 
( I  s ee . What did she call hers elf ?  A fortuneteller , a spir i tualis t or what? ) 
She would call her s elf a s p iritualis t .  
(What d id she charg e you for your trip ? ) 
She would j us t  - I wou ld donate to her . [New Or leans , La . , ( 791) , 1111 : 3 . ] 
2754 . When you first go there , you have to wait until your name is called and 

then you g o  in and tell  h er what you want . And if you want ed to call - she wi ll 
tell you d i f ferent things and you ' l l  h ave her to  do things for you . She ' ll t ell 
you what to do and g ive you a pr ice on it and then g ive you the things to us e to 
that eff ect . And what ever thing s you prefer , why what ever you want her to do 
with you - b urn your candle , you can le ave the money wi th her to burn your candle 
for you . And th en she wi ll g ive you s o  many cand les to  use at your hous e to b urn 
so  many hours . 

(Was that woman dressed in any particular way? ) 
Well , some of them has on rob es and some of them they are j us t  dress ed norma l . 

Some of th em us e white cord s ; s ome of them us e purple cords and rob es - I mean 
cord s they tie around their wai s t ,  rob e  cords , but diff erent ones have different 
colors . 

(Do they have these cand les burning in this room - on altars or something? )  
Yes , i f  you want them to do work for you , they have the candles r ight there ; 

but they have the candles burning all the time - there has b een s omeb ody there 
all the t ime before you . And wha teve r you want them to do , they take that candle 
that you want to put to that saint , or what ever you want done to that person , and 
put it up under that person , they light that cand le when you are the re . You give 
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them s o  much to keep i t  burning .  
and you keep them a t  your home . 
good things and b ad things , too , 
1149 : 4 . ] 

And then they give you candles you c an burn , 
I think I 've tole you all that I know - all the 
that you could do . [New Or leans , L a . , ( 814) , 

2755 . (Do th e p eople over there have altars ? )  
Yes , th ey s t i ll got altars over there , yes s ir .  
(How d o  they handle that ?  Supp o s ing I ' d g o  over to s e e  one , wha t  would th ey 

have me do? I wonder what would b e  the ceremony they ' d  go through? ) 
Well now , you s ee , as you go in , the a lt ar is s e t t ing j us t  like this here 

[points ] vanity [bureau ] there - yes , s ir .  The altar is s etting th ere .  We ll , 
i t ' s  always , th e candles are always lit , you s e e , wi th s aints all around i t . It 
always s tays lit night and day . S ee , you go in ther e , prob ab ly you put a nicke l  
i n  the b ox and you light you a cand le , if i t ' s a penny even , you can put that in 
there and you light a candle . You get down on your knees and you pr ays . And 
whats oever p rayer you want and wha ts omever you pray f or or want done , you pray 
to the s aint that you know would he lp you , unders t and . You get there and you 
pray to th at saint . 

Now and then the mother of tha t church , she would come to you - see , she would 
talk to you and she would give you inf ormation . She would pray f or you , and 
probab ly she may g ive you a medal . She ' d  b les s the medal and everything - well , 
pray over it rather and g ive it t o  you . 

Then , sh e would tell you j us t  what t o  do and how t o  d o  it . See , she liab le t o  
tell you , s ay ,  "Well , when you go b ack over to th e New Orleans s id e , I I  s ay ,  "you 
go to the Crackerj ack Drug S tor e , "  and she say , l Iyou go and get you s ane goat
weed . "  Sh e s ay , l Iyou g et some goatweed and you go out in the woods - if you c an 
get to the woods , if you know h ow .  You go out in the wood s and you get some 
b anana leaves . "  You s ee .  I IBut get th e roo t o f  the b anana tree , rather - get the 
root of that , l l sh e says ,  "and you c ome b ack and you b r ing it cher e to me , but 
b r ing it back in nine days . I I Sh e s ay ,  I ILet i t  b e  dry when you b ring it back . " 
We ll , you b ring i t  b ack to h er and she wi ll fix that for you . Well now , wh en sh e  
fix it , she liab le t o  tell you , sh e s ay ,  "I  want $ 100 f o r  it . "  You pay i t  t o  her 
b e cause you wants s ometh ing done f or yourself . She go ing to  use sugar wi th i t , 
sh e is going to use cinnamon with that s tuff . She got ta take and sprink le vine
gar onto it and al l that - cook all that toge ther - t ake a red oni on and cook all 
tha t together . Make one thing out of it . When she g e t  through wi th it - i t  wi ll 
b e  j us t  about that much stuff when she fini sh . She tell you , now , pu t it in a 
s ack or anything and put th at in your p o cket and go ahead on . And you have the 
luck and suc cess in any thing you und er take to d o . 

(What do th ey call th es e peop le that d o  that s or t  of thing ? What would you 
call her ? ) 

We ll , we call ' em  j us t  by name - s ome p eople call ' em  the hoodoos - s ome ca l l  
'em spipituals - some call ' em  - ah forget the other name they c all ' em - b ut we 
call ' em all kind of names - fortunetellers and all such th ings as th at , you see . 

(Well , d o es she wear a robe or dr es s up in any parti cular way? ) 
They g ener ally wear s a gown , yes sir - you know , a b ig whit e gown . Some of 

' em  b e  - have a b lack gown ,  you know . We call ' em  gowns . They look more like 
gowns than they is rob es - and tass el and all around - j us t  in order - j us t  on 
the order of a pr iest , you see . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1245 : 2 . ] 

2 75 6 .  Se e , hit ' s  [ the al tar is ] mad e like a t ab le , and she go t all kinds o f  
d i f ferent cand les , you know , on it , and on the tab le it ' s  shaped like a pulpi t .  
You done s een a pulpit . Well , they got all kind of dif f er en t  candles - got whi t e  
candles , they got gr een candles , they got pink ones , they got red ones . 

S o  I wen t to another man and I asked him could he do anything to help me . 
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(Now wai t a minute .  This woman you said that had this altar . Was she dressed 
in any p art icular way? ) 

Yes , she had a robe . 
(What kind of a rob e? ) 
A blue . 
(A b lue robe? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Anything on her head? ) 
A crown . 
(A crown? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
(What kind of a crown? ) 
I t ' s  a white piec e  o f  cloth wa s made like a crown . 
(I see  - pi ece o f  white cloth . )  
Jus t like a piece of cloth - j us t  like you would put s omething [ on your head ] . 
(When you came in there , did she make you do anything ? )  
No more than s i t  down .  
( Jus t told you t o  s i t  down? ) 
And wait unt il she  g et r eady . 
(I  s ee .  And how was this man dr es sed th at you went to se e? ) 
Well , he wears c lothes j us t  like you wear but he had a white rob e over his 

clothes . 
(I see - a white robe . Anything on h is head? ) 
Not nothing on his head a t  all . 
(Did he h ave an altar ? ) 
Yes , sir , he had an al tar . 
(What did it look like ,  this altar? ) 
Well , his altar look j us t  like a pUlpit . Well , he got candles and s aints ' 

pictures and flowers - you know , all that . 
( I  see , I s ee . )  [My not e on original trans crip tion reads , tlThis was told in 

conj unction with 1088 : 9  & 10 89 : 10 . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 7 83) , 1089 : 2 . ] 
2757 . [The f ollowing statements come from the int erview wi th the g ir l  men

tioned in the Introduc tion becaus e of h er youthful ag e for this kind o f  work . 

THE PRIVATE SHRINE 
MASTER AND UNCLE 
JESUS AND SPI RITUALISM 

She - though f amiliar with usual hoodoo devices - is 
more interested in her own brand of spiritualism cen
ter ing around a sp ec ial power rite . Two candles , one 
b eh ind the other , ar e us ed - the forward blue candle 
named Uncle , the backward white candle named Master . 

Uncle or Unkas , a well-know spiri t , we shall meet again (see , THE UNKAS MAN ,  
in Interviews s ection) . She does not s ay so , b ut any obj ect upon which her 
candles res t - tab le ,  mantelpiece , bur eau , box - mus t  be called an altar . She 
operates a pr ivat e s hrine . ]  

Well , yo ' s ee ,  it ' s  lak dis . Yo ' take two cand les an ' yo ' burn ' em . As yO ' 

burn dese two candles , yo ' tell ' em, say , "Well , Jesus , ah want chew tuh b ack 
me up . Ah want chew tuh back me up as ah gQ"'Tn b ack of mah spirit . "  An ' as yo ' 
go , the  man wil l  t ell yo ' , "Well , yo ' come fo ' a j ob .  Well , ah kin give you a 
j ob . "  S ee ,  i t  b e  dat light is helpin ' yo ' where yo ' s et dat light an ' it b urn 
its elf . 

An '  as [befor e ]  yo '  go dere yo '  take an ' gi t chew s ome bay rum an ' yo ' rub in 
yore han ' s . As yo ' g it dis b ay rum ,  yo ' take an ' take yo ' a piece of rag , an ' 
as yo ' take a pi ec e  of rag , yo ' always ke ep dat r ag movin ' in yore han ' s ,  an ' as 
y o ' go in dis p lace when he begin ' tuh ask yo '  ' bout a j ob ,  well all yo ' do yo ' 
remembah de light , an ' if  yo ' s ay , "Lord , he ' p me an ' b ack mah light up , " �, 
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dat light will always give yo ' power an ' always help yo ' , an '  yo ' go d er e  an ' dat 
p erson wi l l  g ive yo ' a j ob .  Mayb e somebody ' s  been dere a long t ime an ' tryin ' 
tuh g it a j ob an ' d ey  don ' t know how tuh g i t  a j ob .  Al l yo '  do  is s et de ligh t . 

(What color of light? Any co lor ? )  
D e  bes t light i s  d e  white an ' b lue ligh t , tuh g i t . D e  white one is Mas tep an ' 

d e  b lue one is Uncle . Yo ' always say Mastep back of Uncle , an ' yo ' a s t  him tuh 
do sech-an ' -sech a thing an ' he ' ll do this thing . 

Yo ' take a coconu t  but yo ' mus t b reak it squa re . Yo ' know a coconut is round 
but yo ' mus t keep it s quar e .  Sometime yo ' cain ' t b reak ' em - dey hard fo r yo ' 
tuh br eak ' em square , but it gotta b e  broke , yo ' know , half in two in square . 
An ' yo ' take dat coconut  an '  yo ' take d e  meat out of it an ' yo ' take a p erson 
name an ' yo ' write it d own ,  but chew make a s ea l . Yo ' evah s aw a s ea l ?  

[Ev idently I nod , yes . I previous ly had s een a t  leas t one s ea l  in S t .  
Petersburg ,  Florida , s ee 2280 , p . 644 . ] 

Yo ' makes a sea Z  an ' yo ' take dat person ' s name an ' yo ' put it  down in dat 
coconu t  an ' da t Rabbi t Sypup . Well , yo '  take dat Rabbit syrup an ' dat cinnamon 
an ' git chew s ome b ay rum , an ' yo '  mix dat Rabbit syrup an '  dat pulveri zed sugah ,  
dat f ine , f ine sugah whut chew buy in de  b ox . Well , yo ' sweet en it . Mix all dat 
tog ether - de cayenne an ' d e Rabbit Syrup an ' de cinnamon an ' de bay rum .  Yo ' 
take his name an ' yo '  make a s eal out d at papah , bu t chew mus t nus e brown papah 
an ' yo '  put it down in dat coconut an ' yo ' take yo ' a light . Yo ' take y ore light 
an ' yo ' put it - yo ' s ee ,  yo ' have dat s ea l  made round , but chew have tuh cut it 
out round , yo ' see , de brown papah , an ' yo ' put dat name , write it right in de  
middle of d e  sea Z .  

(Jus t onc e? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' put de light in d e  center of dat an ' yo ' burn it . Yo ' make yo re 

wish to dat light , whatsomevah yo ' want , an ' yo ' burn it . 
(Wh at kind of ligh t - any color? ) 
We l l ,  yo '  kin take Uncle light.  I t ' s a b lue ligh t , Uncle . Dat ' s  a spirit . 

An '  yo '  kin take a lemon . 
(Well , now what does that do?  Wh en you burn that in there ? )  
Well , yo ' kin keep a person down - d ey won ' t pro sp er , cain ' t  g i t  a j ob no way . 

Yo ' under s tan '  abou t dat e 
(To put the candle out [ the candle someone is b urning ag ains t you ] , every 

morning you say you get up and do what ? )  
Yo '  go to de  hydrant bef o '  yo ' s ay anything an ' yo '  le t d e  hydrant run an ' 

dat ' s  tuh pray - dat ' s  de way ah do ' s .  Ab goes tuh d e  sun an ' ah prays , an ' 
whils t  ah ' m  prayin ' ah let de hydrant run an ' ah take three drop s - three g lass es 
of watah , an ' af tah de sun go down , yo ' throw de watah tuh d e  suns et an ' as t de 
spirit what somevah y o '  dealin ' with tuh give yo ' power tuh put dat light ou t .  

(What spi rit would you d eal with? Any spirit that y ou wanted to? ) 
We ll , it ' s  diff ' r ent people - d e  spirit conta ined wit yo ' , s ee . [ Each p ers on 

ha s a diff er en t  or special sp irit . ]  Yo ' have a guid e an ' ah have a guide . 
( I t  is your own sp irit that you are getting? ) 
Yes . 
il a person tell yo ' , "Ab want chew tuh do sech-an ' -s e ch  a thing fo ' me , "  an'  

[or]  yo ' want a person , a man . Lak yo ' say , nAh want dis man an ' ah ' m  gon ' a g it 
dis man an ' nobody have d is man .  t I  Well , yo ' take a tub of wat ah an ' yo ' set  dis 
tub ovah an ' yo ' take an ' light a b lack candle . Yo ' don ' t  light dis candle , � 
put i t  in dis watah an ' let dat watah tri ckle [ from the faucet into the tub ] . 
Put dis man name an ' den yo '  cut chew a coconut an ' cut chew coconut an ' put some 
dus t [ drops of me lted wax ] on it . Yo ' evah heah dat? An ' yo '  let d at cand le 
draw [drop ] aroun ' down in dis p lace heah . Dat be dat man name .  
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[Melted wax from b lack cand le drop s  on man ' s  name wri tten o n  brown paper at 
bottom of co conut . ]  

Now , he ' s driftin'  all aroun ' an ' aroun ' . 
[ Becaus e his name under black candle in coconut is  f loat ing on the wa ter in 

the tub ; the dripping faucet makes it running wat er . ] 
He cain ' t nevah g it a j ob .  He nevah kin work . Every t ime he draw tuh yo ' , 

well he g i t t in '  s omewhere ; but when he leave yo ' ,  look 1ak he dr iftin ' ; an ' if 
he want any othah woman , yo '  kin dr ift  him away from dis woman - but nobody else , 
he ' s  g ot ta have yo ' an ' nobo dy else .  

An ' i f  yo ' don ' t want give him nuthin , all yo ' do , j is t pu t dat candle i n  dere 
an ' let it drip an ' so many hours . 

Yo ' turn de chairs ups ide down . An '  lak if a p erson goin ' tuh co l t  an ' dis 
person wanted tuh he l p  yo ' outa co t t o All yo '  take an '  do , t ake S t .  P e te r pit
chure an ' tu rn it ups ide down , an ' a s yo ' turn it upside down , dash some wat ah 
in [ on] dat [pictur e ]  an '  aftah yo '  dash it , den d ey come on outa j ail . [ See , 
BEER FOR ST . PETER - CIGAR FOR ST . ANTHONY , in Interviews s ection . ] But chew de  
one he ' p  dem yo '  see .  Dat ' s  de unders tandin ' of luck . Yo ' take an ' do so  many 
thing s with luck . 

See , den ag in 1ak if  yo '  want a person - well , ah say , "Ah ' m  goin ' make yo ' 
dri ft . " Well ,  yo ' s ay , "Well , yo ' cain ' t make me dri f t . "  Well , ah ' 11 take an ' 
take yore name , an ' take a bottle of wat ah an ' throw that bottle  of wat ah  undah 
mah 1aig or ' neath mah 1aig - mah left foo t , an ' th row i t  so [ she demons trat es ] , 
an ' tell it  tuh go sech-an ' -s ech a place but don ' t nevah come b ack , an ' as dat 
bot tle go roun ' an ' j is work roun ' an ' roun ' [ under my foot ] , mah mind don ' t 
nevah come to me , but ah ' m  driftin '  eve r '  day , goin ' o f f  an '  o f f . Don ' t nevah 
s ee nobody , always thinkin ' o f  things , always thinkin ' th ings - dif f ' rent . 

[Her mind is f as ter than her words . My name is  writ t en on a piece of p aper 
and s topp ed up in a bot t le o f  water . She throws the bottle on the f loor , puts 
her foot on it and b eg in to roll it back and forth . Sometimes , not here , the 
bottle is kicked about the room and cussed . At the last moment not ice how she 
chang es my name to her own. This is one o f  the many rolling r ites in the New 
Orleans area - see marg in- t i tle S t .  John ' s Wa ter , p . 6 39 , and I ndex . ] [New 
Or leans , La . , ( 1587 ) , 2965- 29 7 0 , collated pieces . ]  

2 7 5 8 . [Good mat erial about the private shrine is dif ficult to f ind . Most of 
my information I have included under subsect ion Saints or le ft intact in the 

UNIQUE OFFERING 
AT PRIVATE SHRINE 

Interviews s ect ion . Here I wi ll inc lud e one more examp le -
a unique offering o f  food to  enemy spirits living and dead . ] 
(Your aunt did this , had the altar ? )  
Yes - she ' s  daid now . 

(And you say she burnt these cand les ? ) 
Yes , an ' she ' d  put food there . 
(What would she put the food the re for? ) 
Fo ' certain people - th e people she though t ,  yo ' know , would harm her .  An '  

she would put their name on a p iece o f  papah , an ' wri te i t  ther e .  
(Well , who a t e  that food ? )  
Well , she b elieved in d e  spir i ts . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1563) , 2 859 : 6 . ] 
2759 . (Now , in your place of business , do you use an altar in your work? ) 
No , I didn ' t .  I never d id have that .  I don ' t need no altar b ecause my altar , 

which is mys elf , is in my brain - you s ee ,  b ecause I was gif ted for that . 

THE HIGH ALTAR 
(Wer e you born in Louisiana , though ? )  
Born in Louis iana and I ' m over in McDonoghvil1e , over the river.  
[ Quo t ed from No . 860 , p . 301 . ] [Mos t doctors are gif ted - s e e  To 

Become a Doctor , I Was Gifted ,  p . 27 3 ,  and Doc tor in Index . My words your p �ace 
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of business .  How untact ful to a man who could b e  wo rshipping at an altar ! I 
mean worship , b ecause al tar in hoodoo is a religious obj ect for a t rue b eliever . 
What a r emar kab l e  answer he g iv es - pro claiming the digni ty and divine or ig in of 
man ! ] 

2 7 60 . [At leas t three Helens , all working at the s ame time , are indicated by 
the margin-title Miss He len , Madam He len , and Mother He len .  Th e original Helen 
mus t have had qui te a reputat ion . Was thi s  original the Helen of the Seven 

HELEN - MI S S  
HELEN - MADAM 
HELEN - MOTHER 

Sis ters ( 2 7 3 6 , p . 7 4 5  and Index ) ? Was Helen actually the Seven 
Sis ters - one woman p laying s even p art s ? ]  
No ,  s ir , they are no t supposed to be hoodoos . They supposed to 
be God- s ent peop le - so they t ell the peop l e ,  b u t  they do ' s  
hoodoo work .  

(Who are these people from Algiers who have altars and cand l es in the room? ) 
Well , thos e are wh at you call hoodoo spirituals . Th ey are supposed to do 

whatever you want th em to do wi th prayer s , and like i f  your wife is gone , or like 
i f  you are gone . 

Yes , s i r .  I brough t a fellow to one of them here that had ear thworms in his 
body .  

(Well , g ive th e whole s tory about the whole thing . )  
This fellow came to me . I was back on a s tr ee t  r ight here in town called 

Magnolia S treet . He came to me - say a woman had fixed h im up in Mi ss is s ipp i . 
He s ay she took and cooked tho s e  earthworms and she made a salve out of them and 
she rubb ed him and that caused him to have earthworms in his s kin . Well , I told 
him , I s ay ,  I I I  d on ' t know what to do for that f or you , but I can b ring you to 
Madam He len . " That i s  a fortune te Uer lady over the river . 

[My inf orman t , a doctor not accep t ing 1ive- things-in-you cas es ( for such cases 
s ee pp . 2 27 - 2 3 9 )  , refers and persona lly takes his pat ient to a special is t ,  Madam 
Helen .  I ,  the author , f o r a few minutes once enj oyed the exhalted rank of 
specia list - s ee p . 2 7 9 . ] 

( Is sh e s till alive? ) 
She is s t ill alive . 
Well , I b rought this fellow over there t o  h er and she told him that she 

couldn ' t  do no thing for him , in nine days [mag ic de lay ] to come back . Well , he 
s ay ,  he told her h e  was suf f er ing pretty b ad and he co uldn ' t s le ep b e caus e things 
wer e creep ing in his skin at night , so she told h im to come back in nine days . 
Wel l ,  he made it his bu s ines s  to come b ack in nine days , and a f t er he went back 
in nine days why she took and she rubb ed him w ith dead man dus t .  When she rubb ed 
him wi th dead man dus t and gave him nine drops of b lood wi th swee t  oil - sheep 
b lood . Sh e keeps lo t s  of sheep , snakes and everything in h er hous e .  She g av e  
h im  nine drops o f  sheep b lood and s h e  rubbed h im wi th this dead man dus t .  Ther e 
i s a lot o f  p laces over the ri ve r there where they cremate the b odies over ther e . 
She got b o t t l es lined a ll up in her hous e ,  dif ferent dead peop les dus t in i t  and 
sh e rubbed this man and g ave him that b lood and th i s  man i s  a well man righ t now . 

(When you went into that room , d id she have an altar in th at room ? )  
Sh e had a n  altar . I t  had a lo t o f  candles bu rning - b lack cand les , b lue 

c andles , purp l e  candles , white cand les , amongs t d if f ' rent pic tures [ o f  saints ] 
sh e  had . 

(Was the room ligh t or dark? ) 
One [ recep tion room ] was ligh t , but the room where the candles was burning 
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o f  those great heavy s tockings . She had on ab out three or four skirts . She 
dres sed something like a gypsy woman do . They ca ll her Madam He len . She is over 
in Algiers on Pe lican and 26th . 

(When you f irst came in what did she say to you? ) 
She s aid , "Come righ t in , "  she said , "I know what is the mat ter with you . " 

She told this gentleman . "You [ informant ] s tand right outs ide , mister , you can 
take a seat on the gal lery . I know what this man come for . " [See You Don ' t Have 
To Tell Me , p . 3l6 ; and The Doator Knew Wha t She Came For , p . 3l 7 . ] She said [ to 
pat ient ] ,  " Something ' s wrong with you . How long you b een like that ? "  "Well , · 
I ' ve been like this about three years . "  She said , "Well , you won ' t b e  like that 
long i f  you get me $ 50 . "  That is what she cur ed this man for - for $50 . And the 
man is heal thy , s trong and got a j ob . He works right  here at the Pub li c S ervice 
Gas right now and he hadn ' t  d id a lick of  wo rk fo r three years . [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 809 ) , 1138 : 1 . ] 

2761 . Madam Helen learned me that . I worked for her in Algiers . Well , she 
was a two-headed lady , s ee .  Well , so many peop les c oming to her backwards and 
forwards , I us ed to go in and peek and look and s ee what she b e  doing .  Wel l ,  
that ' s  how I ' d get to learn - to knows all of  these things . S ee .  Course , poor 
soul , she ' d  dead , but she was a c rack shot . I gues s you have heard talk o f  her . 

(How long has she b een dead ? ) 
She been d ead now g oing on three years . Yes . But she had a p lace - g reat 

many co lored g o  there , you know , they ' d  dance and carry on and everything . Well , 
she had a b ig hous e .  She had snakes [see later ] . She had any kind of animal you 
want ed to see around her hous e . If  you was hurt or anything by any kind of ani
mal and went to her to cure you , she would have that animal dust or greas e or 
some thing to give you to cure you .  

(What was your work over there? )  
My work was hous ework . 
( Jus t hous ework? ) 
Yes . 
(You didn ' t have any th ing to do with the cus tomers then? ) 
No , I didn ' t have anything to do  with the cus tomers . But i f  they - if the 

cus tomers would come , and rang the doorbe ll , I would answer the doorbell and let 
'em in.  But they ' d  have thei r room to s i t  down in . All I ' d do , j us t  go round 
and ring her bell and have another girl - for a white gir l to come and r eceive 
' em  gir ls , if it was a lady , if it was a gent leman - whoever would come to see 
her . 

(Was Madam Helen a white woman? ) 
Yes , sir , she was a white woman - whi t e  lady . 
(Isee:-I s ee . )  
She was a crackerj a ck . 
( She  received both the color ed and whi te people? ) 
Both the colored and whi te peop le ,  but she had her days picked f or the whi te .  

She had , I think on Thursday , Wednesday , something like , for the white . Now , on 
a Friday ,  that would be especially for the colored and Mondays - th at would be-
their days . She wou ld work four days and that was all . And if fen you was badly 
hurt , well , you could come and she would keep you there with her . Now , i f  you ' d  
be colored , well , I ' d ' tend t o  you like in a pat ient . I ' d ' tend to you in the 
bed ' cause she had to keep you there to doctor on you anything her self . Well , 
I ' d ' tend to you mys elf and I ' d  bring your dinner and your b reakfas t or empty 
your s lop and keep your room clean , you s ee .  

( I s ee ,  i f  you were what? ) 
I f  you was co lor ed ,  you know ,  well , I had t o  do that ' caus e I was colored , 
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see . But the whites she ' d  - well , the white  p eop le - we ll , she had a white lady 
' tending to that , see . Bu t the wh it e lady was over me . S ee . S ee , I was under .  
Madam He len , she was my boss , but she never did p ay me - ' twas the whi te girl 
paid me all the time . S ee .  

(Did Madam He len dress in any particular way , or hav e  an altar in her hous e 
or anything o f  that sort ? )  

Madam Helen , yes sir , she had an altar . Sh e had a great b ig altar in her 
house . S ee .  

(When a person came there , what  s or t  of c eremony did th ey go through ? Supp os e 
I went over th ere , what would she do? What would happen? Jus t what would b e  the 
procedure ? ) 

When you go there , you ring the doo rb ell and they ask you who you want to see .  
You say you want to s ee the Doctor Lady . When you g et inside , this white girl 
wi ll come to you and ask you if you want t o  s ee Madam Helen . You say , "Yes . "  
Sh e s ay ,  "All right - No . 2 . "  And sh e ' ll ring that numb er .  Well , that ' s  j us t 
like there b e  two of you , she ' ll ring that numb er - No . 2 .  Well , Madam Helen , 
she ' ll t ell the gir l  to bring you in . S ee , you ' ll n ever see h er ti ll you come in 
where sh e at . See . 

(And sh e ' ll b e  in this room wh er e the altar i s ? ) 
She ' ll b e  in the room where the altar and all this mes s b e  all round her -

j us t  all round the f loor . 
(Loose or in bottles or what ? )  
All around there - j us t  like - j us t  like you walk on the floor or someth ing -

ther e ' s  nothing but them old snakes all around there and they won ' t harm you or 
nothing , and they ' d be all around there . [For the us e of snakes by profess ional 
workers , see marg in-title Snake , pp . 66- 7 3 . ]  And she ' d  be setting down righ t in 
front of the altar - j us t  th er e waiting for you to come in . 

( She sat in f ront of the a ltar? ) 
Yes . 
(Was she dres sed in any sp ecial way? ) 
Sh e  was dressed j us t  like - no t in - just like th er e something in danger , 

she ' d  have a b lack gown on wi th a whi te - you know them crucifix and thing th at 
be h anging around - you know wha t  them pri es ts have around th em .  Well , she ' d 
have it like that , hang ing around there , and wore a white cap . She d idn ' t n ever 
did keep her hair no long er than right around her e like that . 

(Tha t was for danger , you s ay? ) 
Yes , that was for danger - like i f  a p erson come in ther e hurt bad , well , 

she ' d  be dressed [ in the approp riate color ] b efore you get  the re . She ' d  know you 
wer e coming . 

(Well , now , what was a love af fair? I f  you wan ted to bring your husband back , 
how wou ld she dres s  f or that ? )  

Well , she ' d  b e  all in b lue . Just like a p er son - j us t  like [ the author ] , i f  
you ' d know you wer e coming ther e ,  she ' d  know you were coming - j us t like you ' d  
say , "Well , tomorrow morning I ' m going to get up and I ' m going to s ee Madam 
Helen . "  We ll , the next morning , she going to get up and she going to be  fixed 
fo r when you come there . She going to t ell you , she say , "Well , I know you was 
coming . "  Cause I have went right there and lis t en at her t alk and I hear her 
myself . She say , "I know you was coming . You s ee , I got ready for you . "  Y ou 
s ay , "Yes , ma ' m . "  [ For doctor 's f oreknowledge of patient , see Consultat ion Tech
nique , pp . 30 7-3 l8 . ] 

( She dres sed for each person . Wel l ,  how did she know that per s on was coming 
there to s ee he r? ) 

That ' s what I couldn ' t  unders tand - how she know . Sh e she really would know . 
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And i f  she was living right now , I could tell you r ight now , you could ring her 
up and tell her you coming - you want to know her name or s omething , you know -
jus t t ell her you was a doctor or s omething and she ' ll tell - say . "Yes , wel l , 
you c ome over . " [See Ind ex for Doctor , author ca lled a . ] And you say , "Well , 
I ' ll b e  over day af ter  tomorrow . "  And you say , now you s ay to yourself , "I ' m  
g oing ther e tomorrow . "  And she ' ll tell you , she say , "No , you coming here to
morrow - I know when you coming , I ' ll be ready for you . "  Now , how she knowed , I 
don ' t know . 

(Did she wear any other color g owns ? )  
She didn ' t have nothing b ut purple gowns - purple g owns and b la ck gowns -

purp le cap , black cap - and a b lue g own with a blue cap . That ' s  all I ever 
pr es sed for her . 

(Did sh e ever have b la ck ones ? ) 
Black , I' m done told you - b lack and pur p le . 
(Did she ever wear whit e? ) 
No , she never d id wore whit e ,  I never did s een wear no white - always j us t  b e  

them three dif feren t  colors . 
(N ow ,  this altar .  Well , did she have cand les burning on that al tar or what? ) 
She had light s - all kinds o f  lights - red light , green l ight . 
( All  right on this altar ? )  
Yes ,  s ir .  
(Well , if a pers on came in , did a per son ever burn any of  thos e  lights or  any

thing ? What did they do when they f irs t came in? Into this room now? I 'm going 
in there now . I come in and she ' s  s i tting there in front o f  the altar . In a 
chair ? )  

Yes , sir , got a big old chair - one o f  them round ch airs . 
(What would b e  the f irs t thing that would happen to me then? ) 
Well , when you walk in there , you bow to h er - you b ow to her and you fall on 

your knees . And j us t  like if you - y ou know , you come to see her - you fall on 
your knees . [See the Rev . Mr . Young ' s  evidence for falling on knees before Prof . 
Frank , p . 129.] And you turn and you li gh t  - you ' ll pick - you ' ll choos e a candle 
that you wanta light . And you ' ll light it and she ' ll turn around and she ' ll look 
and s ee what color you be li ghting and see if you are right ; and if you wrong , 
sh e s ay , "Oh , no ,  don ' t light this one ; ligh t  this one . "  And when you light that 
one , she ' ll turn around and set  you down ther e .  Well ,  the wh ite  g ir l  wi ll have 
to g et out too ; you see , ther e j us t  be her and you in ther e then . See . Well , 
she ' ll work on you till eleven o ' clock - whatever time she gotta work on you -
till time for your  t ime up . Well , round nine- thirty she be working - from nine
thirty t ill e leven in the day . We ll , af ter eleven , she s top till two , caus e she 
have her lunch and she take her nap . After two o ' c lock , well , you can [ go ] over 
ther e about three 0 ' clock unti l  s even a t  nigh t , and then she ' ll  s top until the 
nex t  day . That ' s  the way she would wo rk . 

(Well , did you ever see what was going on af ter a person knelt?  And what 
happ ened ? Did she ask them what was wr ong wi th them? ) 

Well , one time I have went there and peeked and af ter that I was s cared to 
s tay , cause she had a snake wrapp ed around the lady ' s  neck [see Snake in Index ] , 
you know , she had a snake wrapp ed around . The snake went around there and he 
come round this away and thing s and it j us t  looked like to me that he was going to 
ki ll me caus e I went and p eeped and things . Well , she fussed  at me cause she 
knowed it - I got scar ed and I run through the h al l , that why she know I was 
thr ough ther e .  And tha t  snake would j us t  crawl all over tha t  woman . And wher e 
the mi sery was at , that snake s topped righ t  ther e and h e  j us t  coiled up there . 
That ' s  why she talked to  it , sh e say , "All r ight , �, get down . " To the snake , 
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and the snake , well , it j us t  wabb le o n  over . Then she turn around and she got 
some kind of s tuff and she do with her hand this away and thataway , all kind-of
way and she s tart ed rubb ing that lady .  Af ter that lady come out - that lady 
couldn ' t  use her arm when she f irst went in . When she come out she could turn 
her arm thataway and hollering , "Thank God , thank God . "  But I know she d id thank 
her fo r she sure did fus s , caus e I was there pe eking and I was scared o f  the 
snake . 

(Afraid . I unders tand . What d id she usually charge? Have you any idea about 
what she charged ? )  

Yes , sir . I had knew wha t she charged a couple of ladies . She have charged 
one lady I know of  $ 2 5 .  She paid her deb t s  for to cure her . Well , this lady was 
' flicted all in her f eets and things ,  she couldn ' t  walk . She made her walk and 
she charged her $ 25 ,  cash down , but I don ' t know how much altogether - how much 
it cos t her . You know , for down , to start a ' working on her . And another lady 
she say that she paid her $ 30 right down . Well , the lady that comes , her came 
from La fayette , La . Never forg et that lady . She done came from La faye tte , La . ,  
and paid her $ 30 j us t  f o r  t o  give her her speech back , and she made her get her 
talking b ack . She could talk but , you know , but she talk like this [ imitates ] -
like that when she going to talk . Well , she fixed her up and got her tongue 
together and she gave her $ 30 cash down . [New Orleans , La . ,  (841) , 1273 : 4 . ] 

27 62 . Well , my wi fe . 
(You wha t ? ) 
[ He ' s  a lit tle hes itant , nervous at f irst . ]  
I had went ther e ovep the Pivep for my wif e - to Miss Helen . [Long paus e . ] 
(Yes ? ) 
Yes , si r .  My wife had lef t me . [Long paus e . ] 
(Yes . All righ t .  ) 
So , when she lef t  me , I went over in Algier s to a lady by the name of Miss 

Helen.  
(Miss Helen? ) 
Yes , Mis s Helen . 
(I se e .  All right . )  
So she charged me $ 50 . So ah paid her $ 25 down . So she called me in a room 

like this [my interviewing room at Patterson Hotel ] . So she sat me down and s o  
she made m e  take everything out o f  my pocke ts . 

(How was the room - was it  decorated or furnished with anything ? )  
I t  had candles . It had an altar - like an altar . I t  had candles . 
(How many candles were there ? )  
They had about twenty diff ' rent candles .  
(Different? ) 
Some reds  - s ome blue - b lack - green . 
(Any thing on the walls ? ) 
Anything on the walls?  No , they didn ' t  have anything but s ome pictures on 

there . [Pictures of s aints ? ] 
( I  see . Was she dressed in any sp ecial way? This Miss  Helen? ) 
Yes ,  she was dres sed at  that time when she called me in . They told me to wai t 

a minute she was busy , but in a short while she dres sed and she called me in . 
Well , she had a hat like a cap on , a s ilk cap , and a b ig robe - a robe on . You 
know , a robe .  

( A  rob e? )  
A robe , yes sir . 
(Any sp ecial color - dif ferent colors ? )  
I t  wa s a purple rob e . 
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(Purple r ob e? )  
Y es , sir , wi th a big key - a chain with a b ig key like the o ld time door key 

hanging in front of h er . 
( I  se e .  Now , tell me when you wen t  t o  vis it her , j us t  exac t ly what she told 

you - everything she told you to do , now .  All right . )  
Well , when she t old me , she s ay fo r me to go ahead and burn a cand le .  
(Wait a minut e .  Wha t about your po ckets ? She told you about your pockets ? ) 
Y es , s ir ,  she t old me to take everything out o f  my p ocke t s  and I d one taken 

every thing out . And I l ef t  s ome s i lver money in my p ocket and when I le f t  the 
s i lver money in my pocket , she say , ''You ain I t right , "  says , " ah cain I t do any
thing f o r  you ' cept you take every thing out . " 

(Why did you ke ep tha t silver in your pocket ? )  
[ I  was trying to d is cover whether s i lver was for pr ot ection . ]  
I d idn ' t want to come up with all my money . 
(Oh , I s ee .  I s ee . )  

And so , a f t er I take the s i lv er money out , I lays i t  on th e  tab le .  All righ t , 
she t akes the o ther money out of the p ocketb ook and she lay it all down s t raigh t . 
Sh e  asked me , d id I s tay in town or did I s tay out of town . I told her I was 
s taying out of town .  Th en I was in Vicer a . I was s taying out of town a t that 
time . Sh e s ay ,  "Wel l ;  how mu ch is your tr ain f are? " I told he r  my train f are 
was $ 3 . 35 at that t ime . 

(You wer e s t aying wher e ? ) 
In Vicera . 
( In Vi cer a , Louis iana . I s ee .  All r ight . )  [Neares t I can come to name . ] 
So sh e asked me what was the pr ice of the tr ain f ar e .  S o  I told her th e train 

fare . S o  she pu t the money aside and s o , sh e s aid , ''Well , I charg e  y ou $50 . " I 
say , " I hav en ' t got $50 . "  She say , "How near up to $50 you can come to? " I s ay ,  
"$25 . "  Sh e  say , "We ll , all right . " And s o  she wri t  me out a r ec eip t and when 
she wri t  me out a receipt she g ive me the r eceip t but i t  didn ' t hav e  no price on 
it . S o  she tole me , "Don' t s end no money by th e mai l ,  j us t  send i t  in a plain 
le t t er . "  So I s ent her money j us t  like she said . I sent $ 5 . 00 on the firs t p ay
ment . Sh e asked me how I got paid . I told her I got paid according t o  wha t  I 
was doing - that I was p icking , picking cot ton . And so she s aid to me , "Well , 
all r ight . "  Sh e s ai d , "Don ' t  send the money in no le t t er - reg is t ered let ter . "  
She say , "S end i t  j us t  like - pu t it in there - a b i ll - you put i t  in there . "  
She s ay ,  " I ' ll get i t  all r ight . " S o , I s ays , "All right . "  

So , I wr itten b ack to her to lets s e e  i f  she g o t  the money . So I didn ' t get 
my wif e  back at that time . S ee ?  But f inally I got h er b ack , b ut now I don ' t 
know i f  I got her back through tha t  way or no t .  

(What d id she t el l  you t o  do? To d o  any thing sp e cial? What did she tell you 
to do ? Did sh e do anything? ) 

Well , sh e told me to s end a pictchure b ack . 
(Her pictur e  back . ) 

And sh e s ai d  I was arossed - s ee ,  the reas on my wife lef t .  
( Did she t ell you how? ) 
Sh e  s ay how I was aross ed. She say the woman had taken my thing and mea sured 

i t  and t i ed nine knot s and put i t around h er wais t .  And say that there was some
thing bur i ed - my p ic tchur e was bur ied und ernea th the s t ep s , b e s ide the s teps . 
S o  she to ld me wh ere I could f ind that p i c t chure . But I f ound that p ic t chure 
though .  

( I  se e .  Now , who took that measure? Your wif e or s ome o ther woman? ) 
The wife takes it - i t ' s  supp o s ed to b e  my wife what taken the measure of i t  

on the cord . See . Nine kno ts they pu t in i t . 
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(Now , th is woman Madam Helen , she d idn ' t do anyth ing - g ive you any treatment 
or anything when you were in her room did she? ) 

No , she g ive me some powder . 
(What did she call that? )  
I t ' s Zuck powder. 
(Luak powder. ) 
She give me s ome other s tuf f th ey ca ll van-van . 
(Well , what d id she t el l  you?  How to hand le thos e  or any thing ? What you wer e 

to do wi th them ? ) 
She say that when I pas s  by the house I throw it - throw it  over my shou lder . 

And sh e g ive me another thing by the name of John the Conker root . She to ld me 
to chew that , see . And she give me another oil to keep and rub , s ee .  She say 
nob ody could hurt me after that . 

(I see . What kind of oil was that ? )  
Th at was a green looking oil . 
(I t had no name? ) 
No name .  
( I  s ee .  And your wife finally came b ack? ) 
She finally came ba ck .  [New Or leans , La . , ( 7 82) , 1083 : 1 . ] 
2 76 3 . We ll , now , I tell you ab out the hair . A person takes some of your hair 

and cut it out o f  your head . I know a man did me that - that ' s  the reas on I tell 
you so good ab out i t . My husb and was laying and I was laying down in the bed and 
I was as leep - laying down on my b ack.  He couldn ' t  find my scissors , h e  got  up 
and got the cas e knife . I heard s omething going - saw - saw - saw - you know , 
and I woke up like that . He was setting up in the bed - had my hair sawing a 
piece of i t , got it  out . S o  I went to the hair-d res ser and she said , "What is 
your hair do ing cu t out . " I said , "My hair ain ' t  cut out my head . "  Sh e mis s ed 
i t , and she say , "Yes , it  is . " I s ay ,  "Oh , Lord , I don ' t r emember cutting my 
hair out f or nobody . "  I s ay , "Gee , 1 ' m going to wat ch my husb and tonight when 
he come . "  

He  was working in the swamp and when he take a bath that night , I goes in his 
c lo th es and I look and h e  had a p lat of my hair in his pocket . I said , "Wh at you 
g oing to do wi th that hair? " He s ay ,  "I cut this here , DaiSY , " he call me Daisy , 
" to keep you with me I caus e I love you" - to keep me f rom going away from him . 

A Egyp tian woman told me - I went to  h er - she say ,  "You suff ering with your 
head . " I s ay , ' 'Y es . ' ' She say , "Some man cut your hair out your head and he 
dead . "  [See margin-t itle If Evildoer Dies Spell Incurab le ,  p . 39 6 . ] I s ay ,  "Yes , 
what did he  do with i t ? "  She say , "He take it  to a tree in the woods and he bore 
a hole in that tr ee , "  and she s ay ,  "whi le he may - he put that hair in the tree , "  
she s ay , " and then he closed it . "  That what  the Egyp tian woman told me . I say , 
"Well , what you think h e  want to do that for ? "  She told me , she say ,  "He didn ' t  
want to kill you , but he  wanted you to be crazy about him - caus e that would make 
you crazy , make y ou fo llow him everywhere . "  Becaus e he wanted me to go to that 
[ c amp s omething ? ] and he working there - and he wanted me to go and I didn ' t g o . 
Sh e  say , "Well , you go on with him . " 

So , well , my husb and he got - he put my hair in the tree . He bore towards the 
sunrise . He got on the side of th e sunrise and he  dug th e hole and she told me 
how to go there to get that hair . I went there r ight away and j us t  like she told 
me , it was true - my hair absolut ely was there .  I went and I take a knif e and I 
dug th e p lug out . And my hair had done g rowed long and I taken it out and it 
co ld-like . And I say [ to myse lf ] , ''Well , I d ec lare . " I s ay , "I never did dream 
abou t any hoodoo or no thing like tha t . I s aid [ to myself ] , "Why she to ld me . "  

I wen t  to  the hoodoo woman "over the river" - she ' s  d ead now . Sh e say , "Don ' t 
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le t no hoodoo and no fortuneteller or none ' em  s on-of-b i t ch tell you that you are 
fi:r:ed. You ' re not fixed , "  she say ,  l I it ' s  your b lood cause you suffer wi th your 
head . "  
----(Who told you that? ) 

Mis s Helen - that was a hoodoo UJoman told me that . She say , "I could fool you 
ou t of money j us t  like the r es t  of ' em  fool you out of it , "  sh e say ,  "but there 
ain ' t anything a ilin ' you but your head . "  

Well , that ' s  j us t  what the Egyptian UJoman had d one tole me [ that I was fixed] .  
Well , I was on two opinions . I didn ' t know ' aht to  do . The Egyptian UJoman had 
told me ab ou t my hair and Mis s Helen done told me it was the b lood . 

Well , I got op erated on . Tha t didn ' t do no good and I s aid it mus t be  true 
what the Egyptian woman s ay .  And I go - what the Egyptian woman told me - and I 
goes and that ' s  where I found my hair was in the tre e .  

And I s ay t o  my husband , "Well , what you want do with my hair ? "  H e  say , "Oh , 
I love you so  much , "  he say , "and I don ' t want you t o  h ave nob ody els e  but me and 
that ' s  the only thing I '  se want in ' . "  I say , "Well , lis ten . "  

(Did your husband die af ter that , then? ) 
Oh yeah , he got drownded . 
( I  s ee . )  
He was working , he got drownd ed - he f ell overb oard , he got drowned . Af ter 

I ' d  taken [ found ] that [ f irs t ] p iece , he cut ano ther piece and he got drownd ed 
with the p iece - that piece in his pocket . Becaus e when they caught him [his 
body with a grapp ling hook ] he was j us t  so bad , they had to bury him wi th every
thing on ' em , you know , and that ' s  why my hair is in the graveyard . 

(He was so b ad what ? )  
I t  did up - the fishes and things had d id him s o  bad , you know . 
( Oh , I see . )  
Y eah , they had did him up s o  bad , s o  that ' s why they had to  bury him wi th his 

pockets - with al l  his clothes what he had on , his working clothes . So  that ' s .  
( And he s t i ll had s ome of your hair ? He didn ' t  put i t  in a tree? ) 
Yeah , he s ti l l  had it . And I went t o  hoodoos and all . I went to all . I have 

been to a lot o f  them and they tell me - some would s ay I was s ick and [ some 
would s ay ] . 

[Egyp tian woman is a f ortune teller wear ing large earr ings and somet imes a head 
covering ; usua lly a Negro , o ccasionally a white woman , rarely a gyp sy .  Along the 
Mi ssissipp i River a drowned body is I Idragged for" wi th gr appling hook . For folk
lore methods to recover the b ody , see FACI , 2ed . , Nos . 15127-15136 , pp . 6 9 6- 69 7 . ] 
[New Orl eans , La . ,  ( 826a) , 1210 : 3 . ] 

27 64 . Well , my wife , she was what you call gooier dus t .  [ For Goofer Dus t ,  
see pp . 22 2- 2 2 7 . ] I t  was put down on the s tep for her . In the morning she us ed 
to have to go to work very ear ly , you know . And in the morning she come out b e
fore leaving-t ime , come out to  clean up the s t ep - didn ' t have any id ea that any
one was harming her , was out to harm her . She s t epped in some s tuff - i t  was 
very whit e .  And that night she came home and she s aid - that evening lat e  she 
kind of got a litt le ailing in her head , you know , hurt ing . Didn ' t pay much 
attention to it . Well , probably f or a week or so later she d idn ' t  pay any at ten
tion and finally it begin to swe ll on her .  I t  swell and she went to the doctor 
and the doc t or never could reach her sickness in no way . 

We ll , she was talking to an old lady . Well , this old lady is kinda two-head,  
a two-headed UJoman. S o she told her , she s aid , "Daugh ter , you ' r e hurt . " She 
said , "Your leg is not inf ec ted in no way ; you never s tepp ed on nuth in or caus ed 
a bruis e to have this swelling , or something like that . "  She say ,  "I want you to 
go to  somebody that can do you some good . "  She didn ' t tell her to  come to her . 



784 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

S o  she sent her acposs the Pivep to a woman by the name of Mis s Helen . 
(Miss Helen? ) 
Madam Helen . 
(Madam Helen . All right . )  
She sent her over there and she goes over there , and the minute she got in 

there , the woman didn ' t asked her her name or nuthin , she told h er j us t  what she 
came in there for . Sh e told her , say , "You ' r e huzot . "  She s ays , "There ' s  a woman 
want s your husband , "  she say , "and she figure by hupting you in some way like 
that that he ' ll go o f f  and leave you becaus e you are not ab le to work . " You 
know . [The husband is t elling this l l l ] Well , the woman she to ld her , she s ay ,  
"Now ,  I can take care of  you . " She s ay ,  "I ' ll charge you $ 20 , " she say ,  " $ 20 
and I ' ll put you s ound and well again . " She s ay ,  "And if you want to , I can put 
it across back on the p eopl e . " Wel l , she s ay ,  "No ,  all I want to do is get my
self s traight , " she say , "I don ' t have to wo rry ab out her . " 

So , I taking her b ack over there - i t  was every Wednesday she had to go there . 
Every Wednesday she had to go there ' fore nine o ' clo ck in the morning - ' fore 
nine o ' clo ck . Well now , she had a dominic hand. You know what is a dominic 
hand? ----

[ I  did know , though there is momentary confusion here . ]  
(A hand? ) 
A dominic - dominic hand. 
(A d ominic hand? ) 
[ I evid ently thought he was talking about a hand made from a domino . ]  
Yes , kind o f  like a checker - black and white . 
(All right . )  
[ I knew what he was talking about . ]  
S ells i t . I t ' s  a dominic hand. She took this hand. She didn ' t ring it like 

some peop le ring it ; she j us t  pops his neck .  
(She broke his ne ck . )  [ I  am repeating his his . ] 
[At this poin t my transcrib er knew what informant was talking ab out and over 

every pr eceding word hand typed the word h en l The word hen was of ten pronounced 
han or han or something else . When p eople were closer to country li fe than they 
ar e today , the word dominic was fair ly common . A variation o f  the word appe ars 
in the following couplet : "Domini ckep [ speckled ] sky ; storm clos e by" - FACI , 
1st ed . ,  1935 , No . 540 , p . 21 .  I ques tion the preceding word "s ells " in the text : 
"S ells it . I t ' s a dominic hand [hen ] . "  As s oon as hand is replaced by hen , the 
word s e Z Zs is nons ense . The word should be spe Zd8  [= sp lits from S cot land ] - see 
one of  the remedies und er margin-title Zippy Tull . My informant righ t ly feeling 
that I would not unders tand the word spe Lds , changes it to pops . ]  

( She broke his neck . ) 
Popp ed  it , yeah . She popped his neck and she cat ches this b lood - she holds 

the chicken up like that [demonstrates ] and le t the blood drip . She let th e 
b lood drip into a litt le cup-like . And she takes this b lood and she puts to it 
sulphur - it ' s  yellow , SUlphur ,  and some molasses and mixes ' em , turns it  into 
a salve-like . It turns into a salve and she takes this leg and she s trokes this 
leg down wi th that . Every Wednesday she do that , she s troke this leg down . She 
don ' t  kill the hen every Wednesday , though . Sh e make enough s alve from that to 
apply . We didn ' t  have to go but for nine Wednesday - it was nine Wednesdays she 
had to go . And for nine mornings what she had to do - get up every morning be
fore the sun rise , and get her s ome running water and b athe this leg . She bathed 
this leg down and after bathing this leg down ,  then she take a comple te bath in 
this household ammoni a and saltpeter . See . This is supposed to take the condi
tion off of her . See? And walk to the eas t  and take a glas s of water , make the 
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s ign of the c ross and throw it over h er lef t shou lder and walk away . Well , she 
did that for [nine mornings ] . 

(Did sh e do that b efor e  she went t o  see Madam Helen? ) 
No , that was when she went to her .  She told her what to do . 
(No , but she d id that each time j us t  before she went over to see Madam Helen? ) 
Yes , she had to  do that before she go there - every morning , see . 
(Oh , she did that every morning ? )  
Yeah , every morning she do that ,  for nine mornings s t raight , but she s till had 

to  go ov er there nine mornings . See? That was to help to take this condition 
o f f  o f  her . S ee?  And after she did that for nine mornings , well , she s topp ed , 
but she continued to t ake this bath . S ee ,  she warned her and told her f orever to 
take this bath becaus e if some more harm was to come to her and if sh e would take 
this saltpeter and hous ehold ammonia and b athe hers elf in i t , and s ome running 
water , that no evil could come to her . You unders t and ? I t would guard her - i t  
wou ld b e  some kind o f  a safeguard to her .  Sa ltpeter is suppos ed to h ave , be pro
tect ive for all such lines of hoodooism.  

(And you wif e got  well? ) 
Yes ,  sir , she ' s  well and working today . 
( I  s ee .  Now , what your wif e got hurt with . Was it goofer dus t ? ) 
Gooier dust , yeah . 
(What ' s  that ? )  [See , Goofer dus t , pp . 222- 2 2 7 , and Index . ] 
That ' s a hoodoo - it ' s  a powder . You call i t  goofer dus t .  Th ey take i t  -

they put s i t  down and you ' r e supposed to walk on it and i f  you walk on it , and 
it get on you , it will work through th e s ole of your shoe and it will commence 
to swelling . And it wi ll make you drag , sick - s ick , you know , sick with your 
leg - j us t  caus e it to swell and pain . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 820 ) , 1180 : 5 . ] 

2 765 . [The pr eced ing informant , No . 820 , cont inues with ano ther account of 
Madam Helen . ] 

I had a fr iend of mine , he went over to this s ame woman - Madam He len . And 
she claimed that this woman had ' im tied up so tha t  he couldn ' t get h is self right 
to do with no o ther woman . She told him ,  "Well , "  she  s ay , "I can fix you up . "  
She told him , she say , "Look , you go home and you get  your wife and you play wi th 
her . "  She say , "You be p lay ing with her and you feel ar ound her wai s t  and if she 
gets anyways sus picion , j ust continue on p laying but never go righ t on to the 
s pot . You f inally , "  she s ay ,  "you run you ' hand around unti l you find it , and 
you take and you b reak it o f f  of her . "  

(That s tr ing ? ) 
Yeah . "Br eak that s tr ing of f of her , "  she s ay .  "and b ring me that s tring . " 

She say , "And when you b ring me that s tring , "  she s ay , "after you bring me that 
s tr ing , I can take tha t  string and I can work h er in a way that sh e ' ll take and 
throw that s tuf f  out . "  

Well , this s tr ing has got her sweat on it - her persp iration , y ou s ee .  Well , 
he takes th at s tring off and he takes th e s tring over t o  Madam He len , and he 
brought it  over to Madam Helen and exact ly wh at she did with it ,  I couldn ' t say 
what she did with it . But anyhow , th is woman when h e  came b ack . 

( She kep t the s tr ing ? ) 
She kept the s tring . 
(You don ' t know what she did with the s tr ing ? )  
What she did with the s t r ing , I don ' t know . 
(What did she tell him to do? ) 
She told him to go home and before she s ay anything to him to b leed her head . 

[To draw b lood is a well-known d evi ce agains t wi tches - see Nos . 485-4 87 , p . 148 , 
and Index . ] 
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( I  s ee ,  her forehead . )  
Yeah , b leed her . 
(Yes , g et some b lood f rom her head , draw s ome b lood . )  
Yeah . And i f  he bleed her , i t ' s  no more harm can come to him . And h e  come 

home ,  and no sooner ' n  he g ot in th e house - he was sneaking in the house b efore 
she could see him - b opped her on the head and cut i t .  He cut i t  and h e  was a ll 
right after that . [New Or leans , La . , ( 820) , 118 1 : 4 . ] 

2766 . Ah ' d  taken sick with the child , you know , b e fore I lef t town . So I 
went to my house and ah s tayed the re thr ee months . So I came b ack and when I 
came b ack , I j u s t , you know , s omething j us t  run all over me . You know , like a 
chicken - like a chicken when you pick it and you fix i t  - you s ing e it  - with 
all th em pimp les - come up on it where you pull thos e feather s out . Well , you 
s ee my flesh all over was j us t  like that . It  was all round my neck and every
wher e  was j us t  like that . And so I j us t  s tayed s ick and s tayed s i ck - had doc
tors and doctors and doctors and doctors . 

S o  my husband told me , s ay , "Well , i t  j us t don ' t  look like you goin ' to ever 
get wel1 . "  But s till I didn ' t  give up - s ti ll I didn ' t  g ive up . I told him , I 
s aid , "We ll , I j us t  strictly be lieve that I gotta have an operation . "  He says , 
"Well , make it up in you ' mind and go on a ' get  it . "  S o  the do c tor come to me and 
told me I ' d  have to have an operation . So they rang up th e ambulance for me . 
Ambulanc e came and ah go t  ready to get  in the ambulance .  So they took me on to 
the hospital and they examined me and they said I was too weak to take an opera
tion . Brought me back home . And so he s aid , "!!ill, you go next week . " 

So my cous in come and she told me , she says , "Her  s icknes s  is not natch ' l . 
Suppose you go and s ee about her - go and see s omeb ody about her and ques tion 
her . " So he went and got a fo!'tunete Z Zing man - he didn ' t  believe in nothing 
like that - went and got a fo!'tunete Z Ze!' man .  And he come there and told him , 
"Your house is dres sed. " Says , " She left fr om here and went away [see pre ceding 
3 months ]  and s omebody done got  de key and went in her hou se - got th e key and 
unlocked the door and went in the hous e .  Under the s t eps is dressed and all 
over . The back door and front door and all in th e house is dressed. " He didn ' t 
b elieve that . He says , "I don ' t believe it . "  So he talked with me about it and 
I d idn ' t b elieve it . 

S o , another one of my cous ins come and told me and say ,  "Now , you mus t b elieve 
things like this becaus e i t ' s  true . "  And she wen t  and got de Bible and s howed 
�, you know , wher e it says witchcr af t , you know , and all like that in th e Bib le .  
[ For s ome o f  Bib lical s ources , see my comment - on p . 361 . ] So ,  ah told him , ah 
s aid "Now , you go and see s omebody , go and s ee somebody ,  [ even ] i f  you don ' t 
believe [ in ] him ,  go see somebody . "  And so he did . 

Him and my sister and another young man went , and they went to a lady cal led 
Madam He Zen. She t old him ,  she even as much as told him about my mother [ in New 
Or leans ] .  She to ld him when I lef t from him and he had o rd er ed a hundred and 
s ome dollar s worth of furni ture . She told him when he got da t  and the date of 
the month , said , "Your wi fe has b een down and th is has b een working on her for 
ab out eight months and - as clean as your hand . And i t was true , too . Nobody 
ever went down and told her about it . She said , " I t ' s  a cup right under the lef t  
� - what ' s  ca lled the north come!' of yoU!' s teps , under the back and front . "  

[My in formant may not realize it but she us es unusual symb o li sm here . The 
ou ts ide doorsteps is a thr eshold altar ! A person facing the hous e and s tanding 
in fr ont of the s teps i s b efor e an altar • .  To speak liturgically , he is looking 
"eas t "  and " the lef t s ide" of the s teps is "the north corner " or "nor th end" of 
the altar . ]  

She said , "You go there and dig that cup up and if  you - thes e peop le ,  if you 
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want ' em  to  wand er away , you br ing i t  to me and I ' ll f as t en it up . I ' ll put  this 
j unk in a b ot tle or a [g lass ]  j ar and let you go throw it in a running s t ream , i f  
you want ' em t o  wander away . I f  you don ' t ,  j us t  take it and fill i t  all full o f  
[ Red ] Devi l Lye . "  

There was hair in there and lots of some thing look like b lood , and nails and 
hair and garments , you know , pieces of s t ep-ins or s ome th ing - look like pieces 
of my underclo thes , you know , was all in there . And there was ne ed les in there , 
in the two cup s und erneath my s teps ba ck and f ront . 

And so sh e to ld , sa id , "Now , you go back and dig that up . When you d ig that 
up , br ing it to me and what you want did ab out i t , I ' ll do i t . "  And said , "Tell 
her to come . " 

Well , ah was s o  weak . Ah was j us t  so weak ah wasn ' t h ardly ab le to s t and up , 
and j us t  did no t want to leave that house . She said , "And move out da t hous e 
j us t  a s  quick as you can . "  I j us t  didn ' t  want to , they j us t  had to pull me out 
of there . And I j us t  couldn ' t hardly walk , I was s o  weak . 

I went to her and she told me what was the mat ter with me . And she said , 
"Now , I don ' t want you to go back in that house . N ever go back in that hous e no 
�. " And I didn ' t go back in that house . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 9 ) , 9 7 6 : 1 . ] 

2767 . ( I s  that I d a  - I da Murray? ) [ I  had int ervi ewed her . ] 
No , Ro sanna Murray . 
(Ros anna Murray . )  
Yeah . 
( She ' s ab out th e next b es t  they have? ) [ Informant had previous ly said th is . ]  
Yeah , the next best they go t .  
(Well , who ' s  the bes t her e now? ) 
Well , th e bes t  they got ch er e is B rad ley , 2 21 Roman S tr eet . 
(B radley ? )  
Yeah . 
(What ab out Mother He len? ) 
Oh , well , under them spiri tual peop le like that - o f  course , what we talking 

ab out now . 
(I s s omething diff erent ? )  
They ' ve got to b e  borned aga in to ge t up to  that class to wo rk ,  you know . 

They can imag ine certain th ing s and can do - certain th ings would mat er ialize 
through p rayers , too . You know that . But to get real down to the work and s ay ,  
" I ' m going t o do s o  and so , "  they don ' t know anything ab out th at . I goes around 
to all of ' em  - at leas t , they s end for me fo r cer tain info rma tion . Now , wher e 
I ' m  living at there now , I ' m th er e through what I know - living at [ s omething 
str eet ] and that supposed to be the t op of th is city , and that ' s  spiritual busi
ness . She got a church ther e and wh ile it be - none of the spiri tuals [ equa l 
her ] . And she got seventeen chur ches besides that one in Texas - Galves ton . 

(Who is this , Mother Helen? ) 
Mo th er Hyde . 
(Mo ther Hyde? ) 
Hyde , yeah .  
(She ' s th e b es t  of the spiritua ls ? )  
Oh , lawd , � - she ' s  the best  th ey got in town . Well , she g et s  a lot of 

s tuf f - why peop le from - well , she ' s g etting three or four-hundred let ters a 
day . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 19 ) , 1179 : 4 . ] 

DOCTOR JOHNSON 27 68 . (Wa s  that the time you wer e  b eing hurt ? )  
Yes ,  sir . 

(Wel l , tell me what happ ened ? How did they hand it  to you ? And how was that 
cured ? Tell me the who le experience - the who le s tory . )  
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Well , you know , that I couldn ' t  even - couldn ' t  walk in here like that . 
( Couldn ' t  even do what? ) 
Couldn ' t  walk in here like that . 
(You couldn ' t walk in her e .  All right . )  
But then one fellow who came down here [ to Vicksburg ] took me to a f ellow 

called Johnson down there [ to New Orleans ] .  
(Where did he take you to ? )  
To New Orleans . 
(To a fellow called Johnson? ) 
Yes , sir . And cours e he told me that I was a�ssed up like th at . 
(Well , what happened when you went in? What firs t happened when you went in? )  
H e  j us t  asked me i f  I want git rid o f  my mis ery , and every th ing like that . He 

didn ' t do a thing but j us t  rubbed me . And o f  cours e then I had a misery in my 
head . And then he s aid a man mus t have hu�t my eyes , and he tied it up and told 
me use them he ad bandag es - placed a candle over me for nine mornings and read a 
P salm ,  and s aid a prayer . But the prayer was - but what the prayer was I don ' t 
know . 

(Was that a woman you went down with [ from Vicksburg to New Orleans ] o r  was 
this woman at Johnson ' s house? ) 

They was there - she was . One was a woman and one was a man . 
(Oh , th ey were working together in the s ame house . )  
You see , when I f i rs t  went to s ee him , why he was s et ting ou t on de  porch . 

Well , it wasn ' t  no porch either , but it like a church and he was S itting out 
there on a li t t le old b alcony kind of . 

( It appeared like what? )  
I t ' s  j us t  a b i� church and p lace . 
(Oh , a church . 
And s till he treats people and all like that , s ee .  He took us and carried us 

on ups tairs . 
( Into a room? ) 
Yes , sir - in a private room . 
( And wh at was in that room? ) 
Like - j us t  like d esks and dif ferent things like th at ,  j us t  chairs and desks . 
(I see . And then what els e  d id he do ? )  
He asked me what was my mis ery and how long had i t  b een hurt ing me and when 

it firs t s tarted , and how did it work and th ings like that . And I told him . He 
told me to s tand up and come to him - walk to him .  S ee , I couldn ' t  - I couldn't 
walk right . He told me that somebody had th�owed something fo� me and so he 
would rub me . He would rub me and have me turn all the way around and b owing 
over and walking and coming back to him like that . 

(What did he rub you with ? )  
Sir? 

) 

Jest his hand . He didn ' t put no oil or no thing on it  - j es t  rubb ing and 
saying something . Jes t  rubb ing [ she demonstrates ] .  

(He rubb ed down off your clo thing . )  
In my clo thes - j us t  rubbing me down like dat for a long time . Th en  he would 

tell me to pres s up while he would hold me , push on me right here like th at . I 
would s train up like that . I done paid him and then went on o f f . 

( And then after that? Then where did you go?)  
Ah went t o  a rooming hous e .  
(Where? )  
Went to a rooming hous e .  
(Went t o  a rooming hous e .  Where did you meet th is woman? Where did you f ind 
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her ? )  
The lady? Oh , I went back down the re the next morning . 
(You wen t  back to th is woman the nex t  morning . )  
And he told me to come b ack . I was suppos ed to go back and take the f ina l 

treatment . He told m e  if I d idn ' t have that why I couldn ' t  walk up s traight any 
mor e .  Everything have happen t o  me like that .  S o , h e  tell me I was going too 
mu ch ,  s ays , "Women like dat . "  I didn ' t t e l l  him about how my head hurt , I didn ' t 
consider i t  was worth-wh ile , though t i t  was j us t  ordinary or something like that . 
He told me to c ome b ack and s ee ab ou t my h ead . S o  I went back the next morning . 

(You went b ack t o  this church the next morning . )  
Went b ack the next morning where we - s o  h e  was tel ling h er ab ou t it . She 

d idn ' t carry on [ rub her ] , but she car ried me around and t elled me to sit down 
before the tab le and she asked me how my head hurt and all that and this and 
everything like that . And I told h er . She told me s i t  down and she would fix 
my head up . So she li t  a c andle and put it b e fo re my - kind of a yellow candle 
and placed my hand s b ef or e  i t , as id e the candle . She got her one and lighted i t , 
and went to p as sing it over her head [ demons trat es ] and she was saying something 
or o ther . 

(Wh en sh e pas sed i t  - how d id she p as s  i t  over h er head ? Like this ? [ I 
d emons tra t e . ] Around her head in a cir cle? ) 

Yes , s ir . [Se e  margin- t i tle lat er , Halo S ign . ] And s o  I had s tayed ther e 
that day . And had to go b ack nine days - nine mo rning s . 

(Nine mornings . She did that nine morning s , you say . She said before sun
rise ? )  

Yes , sir . No , s ir - any time b e tween twelv e  o ' c lock - b e tween suns et an d  one 
in the evening . 

(Any time b etwe en twelve o ' clock a t  night and sunr i s e  in the mo rning ? )  
[My ques tion confus e  her but she now gives the proper answer ; the well-known 

mag ic rit e . ] 
Ah d on ' t know how . Bu t she told me to a lways come - never come at twelve -

come b e fore twelve when the s un was s t ill on a r i s e . 
(Oh ,  I s ee - when th e sun was s till going up . I s ee . And that w as all she 

d id - burn this cand le on you? ) 
Everything . 
(And then when she finished that - after the nine days , th en what happened ? ) 

Hit was gone ! Never s een i t  no mo re . 
(I see . What did they charge you? ) 
$ 2 5 .  
(The b o th o f  them - $ 2 5  f or both o f  them? ) 
No , tha t  was $ 25 for my h ead .  I paid the s ame thing for the hip par t . 
( $ 2 5  api ece? Each for the hip and the head ? ) 
Yes , s ir . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 55) , 10 32 : 13 . ] 
2 7 6 9 . Well , somet ime ah haven ' t  go t b r ead in mah han ' s , ah h ave s et a ligh t  

tuh S t .  An thony an ' ah pray tuh him an ' ah g ives him a ligh t . Ah gives him a 

SPIRITUAL HOODOO 
RAPS FOR SAINTS 

wh i t e  l ight an ' ah s ets mah ligh t  at nine , twelve an ' three 
tuh h im . An '  ah axe S t . Anthony f o ' br ead an ' ah keep prayin ' 
f o '  b read an ' ah raps , an ' he gives me a rap b ack . An ' a t  de 
end of nine days mah way would be open . 

(Now , in th is rapping . Do you rap j us t  once each time you s e t  that cand le? Or 
j u s t  once dur ing th e day? Or j us t  onc e a l together ? )  

Ah raps when ah s e t  the cand l e . 
(Ju s t  once . And he raps j us t  once . When would he answer ? )  
In de noon o f  de day . 
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[ S t . Anthony answered my informant ' s  rap by rapping back ; b ut no t all saints 
answer in the same manner , as we shall now learn . ] 

S t . Jude . 
( S t .  Jud e .  What do they say ab out him ) 
Well , he ' s a good saint . Ah s et lights to him . Now ah s ets  a gr een or either 

a yallah light t o  him , an ' ah raps f o ' S t .  Jude an ' he would conquer yo ' enemies . 
He would make de way smooth fo ' y o '  an ' in all sickness he heals yo ' . Ah s et mah 
light at nigh t or in d e  day fo ' him an ' ah rap s , but now he s ends me a ligh t -
lak a s tar appeahs in mah hous e .  Anybody could see i t .  

(You say this light appear s in the house s omep Zaae . ) 
[Light in many forms is probab ly c onsidered the gr eatest  mani fes ta tion o f  the 

sp ir it - see Sprir i t L ight , p . 43 f . , and for genera l folklor e ,  FA CI , 2 ed . , pp . 7 6 l-
7 6 8 . ] 

Lak i f  yo ' know der e name . 
(This per s on you know has sto len someth ing f rom you? ) 
Yeah , an ' yo '  call dat name , wri te dat name an ' yo ' s et chew a S t .  Michae l or 

a S t . P eter cand le ,  an ' yo ' r ap ,  yo ' see , an ' each t ime yo ' rap , yo ' call his 
[ thief ' s ]  name , an '  h e gon ' a  come . 

(He ' s going to come and t ell you that he s tole this article from you or b ring 
it back? ) 

Or either take de Bib l e  an ' put de key in de Bib le .  Yo ' gotta take da t Bible 
an ' dat key an ' yo ' put it in dere an' yo '  say a s inc er e  prayer - OuP Fathep 's 
Prayep , an ' yo ' take dat key an ' yo ' turn it all aroun ' in dat Bib le .  An ' yo ' 
see yo ' call de fellah ' s  name dat took da t , dat key goin '  move j es ' lak dat e 
[The key it self will move . ]  Den it  gon ' a  s top . In nine days dat p arty will come 

b ack . 
Ah would take me a candle an ' light it . Jes ' s ay dat dis wus mah saint , wha t

evah s aint ah ' m us in '  - s ay it wus St . Esp ed ee . An ' ah calls h is [ the saint ' s ]  
name an ' ah would rap f o '  him [ th e  saint ] . An '  ah would call his name [husb and ' s  
name ] , r ap fo ' him [husband ] .  An '  den he ' s  comin ' home . E f  ah got any of h is 
shoes , ah take an ' turn i t  bottom upwards an ' he ' s  comin ' home . 

(Y ou call your husband ' s  name? )  
Yes . 
[This woman is a prof ess ional hoodoo doatop with a little spiri tua L thrown in . 

Her husband , Peg- Leg , did some work for me on my f irs t trip to New Orleans , but 
she refused to s ee me - a fraid until my second trip two years later . Thes e four 
s tatements about rapp ing were taken from her long interview b roken up years  ago . 
Mor e of her ma terial probab ly app ears in the text . ]  [New Or leans , La . , ( 155 8) , 
2 83 5 : 2 ,  2836 : 3 ,  2838 : 15 . ] 

2 7 7 0 . An '  then der� ' s  samethin ' els e dat chew kin do if you wanta move ' em 
from der e  - to make troub le fo ' dem - is dis . You git their name , you und er

s tan ' , an ' de lan ' lord ' s  name , an ' you write it b ack
ANOTHER RAPP ING DOCTOR wards nine times . You understan '  dat e 

(You write this pers on ' s name - that is  in the hous e  -
you write his name b ackwards nine times . And you get the landlord ' s  name and 
write his name backwards nine times . )  

On top . An ' then you say , you do it this way , " Son-of-bitch , ah want chew tuh 
vacat e" - whichevah way i t  is . You understan ' , you git very angry . You don ' t  
have the good spirit with you , you ' d  have the mean one wi th you . All right . 
Well , you do tha t nine times an ' you git doUb le-s trength WaP watah - doub Le
s tpength wap watah you unders tan ' ,  an ' you gi t  wal-wa l powdep . [ For War Watep, 
see p . 6 63 . ] You under s tan '  dat e You git aayenne ped peppah , an ' you git b lack 
p epp ah ,  but it has tuh all b e  fresh . You git Epsom s alts an ' you g i t  soda . An ' 
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den you pu t thes e ing�ediments into a b ottle , d e  amount d a t  chew kin git  it  into , 
an ' rememb er wit dat yo ' re no t p leas ed , lak you talkin '  to me , lis tenin ' an ' 
shakin ' - yo ' re very angry , you s ee .  You want them tuh g it out an ' you tell ' em  
that they mus t ,  an ' the whole while dat chure doin ' that you concentrate wi t that 
mean spirit that chew want them tuh git out . Then you mix the ing�ediments to
g ether an ' you shake it an ' you say the same thing an ' as o f t en as you shake it , 
an ' you tell ' em , "You must go , you shal l an ' you mus t , "  an ' you s tomp ,  an ' den 
you roll it [b ot t l e ]  an ' you put it down .  You roll it down [ under your f oot ] . 
Oat puts ' em undah yo�e fee t , you s e e . 

An ' if yo ' evah work wit lights , yo ' work wit lights . 
(What do you do with this bottle now? ) 
Yo ' keep dis bo ttle , yo ' unders tand . Yo ' s e e , yo '  shake it as o f ten as yo '  

kin an ' den yo ' us e  lights if yo '  want ' em  tuh go  quick , if yo ' evah us e lights . 
You wash yo re han ' s .  Oat ' s  devi l /J)o�k you doin ' . All righ t . You s ee ,  you 

unders tan ' • 
(Well , what do you do with that bo t t le then? ) 
Lis t en , if  you kin git anywheres tub throw it  - you g it chures elf s ome rat t Ze

snake dus t .  You know whut that i s  - l'att Zesnake dus t .  G�at)ey�d dil't , you know 
whut dat is . An ' you mix it in dat ingrediment , you unders tan ' , an ' you s prinkle 
it  with that cay enne peppah , an ' at de same time you throw it , "Son-of -b it ch ,  yo ' 
mus t  vaca te . "  But throw i t  wi t a mean sp irit . An ' if you kin git a roun ' , you 
keep it spr inkle . An ' dat wa Z-wa l pO/J)de� is shur e tuh make ' em  move , as ah s et 
in dis chair . Yo ' see .  

(After you g et all thes e things in this b ot t le , you throw the bottle at their 
hous e ? )  

No , no ! You don ' t throw that bo tt le a t  their hous e , you keep that b ot tle . 
No ,  no !  You kin b ury that bottle , if you wanta .  Co ' s e it ' ll take a little time . 
You kin has ten it if yo ' ve got a plac e dat chew kin burn d es e  ligh t s . But b e  
shure that ch ew don ' t  burn the lights in yo re home . You know da t ' s  de devil , 
don ' t  chew? You know each one o f  the ingr ediment don ' t  mean anything good . All 
right . Now , if you wanta use  th e ligh t - if you would want a use th e light , you 
go to de graveyard . All right . You g i ts de gl'aveyard dil't , a lump .  Understan '  
dat . You g it s d e  Eps om salts . Yo '  g its de cayenne peppah . Yo ' git  the b l ack 
peppah . You g it the s al t .  Yo ' under s tan '  that . You git chures elf S t . Michae l -
yo ' understan ' ,  his picture . An ' d e  red lights . You write dere name de same way 
in puttin ' dat down . You understan ' . You us e the nine lights , you know whut 
t ime tuh us e it  - at midnight , while de spirit is ' s le ep ,  you ketch it , an ' you 
do it for nine , an ' then you repeats , you see , unt il it do . But it guaranteed 
tuh do i t . See . 

(You burn this thing in front of St . Michael ' s picture? )  
Lis ten .  Take S t . Michael ' s picture an ' you put it in de eas t corner an ' call 

it , you understan ' . An '  you put chure ligh t  down b u t  don ' t put it out underneath 
der e .  He ' ll d o  yore work qui cker , you unders tan ' . An '  yo ' ll keep him there an ' 
yo ' ll burn it fo ' twelve - you unders tan ' , every half hour . You see . 

An '  you wanta draw him? All righ t . You git chew parchment papah . You under
s t an '  dat you p leas e  - you see , you want a sweet spirit [ ther efore you us e par ch
ment paper ] . One , two , three (knocking ) . [Parenth es is is by trans criber b ecause 
3 knocks can be heard . ]  You cal l him . He ' ll come . He ' s  lookin ' .  ''Why did j 0 0  
leave her ?  Whu t did sh e do ? Why don ' t chew come b ack? " [You knock for the 
spiri t again . ] One J two , three . He ' s lookin ' agin , an ' you tell him , "Now , ah 
wants you James , tuh come back to me , Louella . James come back to Louella , James 
come b ack to Louella , James come b ack to Louella . "  Yo '  continue an ' yo '  knock . 
Well now , you got his spirit to yo ' into that hous e , fo ' with papah yo ' wr it e  on 
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goin ' dat way , yo '  have goodness into you , an ' whi le you writin ' his name you 
tell him , "Ah want chew tuh come b ack to Louella . All want chew tuh come b ack to 
Louella . Ah want chew tub come back to Louella . "  Whatevah name that is . See? 

Now , you git ch ew nine lump s of sugah - you know d at lump sugah . All righ t , 
you git chur e money . All right , yo ' g it chure dPawin ' oi l .  All right ,  yo ' git  
chure mind on him an ' yo ' git chew s tee l dust . You under s tan ' dat e You g i t  chew 
pink lights , cinnamon - you wo rk wi t pink . Fi rs t you us e yore lights . Dat is to 
make peace . Now , maybe he ' s  all you have left in de worl ' . Den , you understan ' , 
d at whi t e  [no t  p ink] light is f o '  peace . Den yo ' us e yore pink . Yo ' under s t an ' . 
We ll , ah mos tly use mine an '  git results through de Sacred Heart of  Jes us . He 
firs t united you together an ' you use Him as a patr on saint an ' ask Him . 

Den you take S t . Anthony an ' you give him de brown lights , an ' he brings him 
back.  
---Oen the re ' s anothah remedy you wanta have . Co ' s e ah dunno i f  you would wanta 
g ive i t  tuh her . You know whut ah mean . You would like tuh keep i t  or you could 
give it to her ,  you see , tuh make mongy , because when dey git wise to yore reme
d ies , yo ' cain ' t do anything . 

You git chew a choice apple , you unders tan ' whut that is , an ' you do de same 
thing . You know de remedies dat ah to le you into thi s , an ' you put it into that 
apple , an '  d e  same way yo ' ll dPess that apple - you really d�sses it .  You kin 
git holy wat er an ' you bless it wi t  chure Our Father ovah i t . Den you wipe it 
[ apple ]  with yor e  holy watah an ' y ou cores dat apple an ' you use the names an ' 
you talk to him whi le yo ' re doin ' it . Den yo '  put th e ingrediment s - de same -
you rememb ah de same ingrediments dat ah tole you dat chew do . An '  you want him 
tuh reason with her in dis remedy an '  you take nine rais ins [ becaus e the English 
word raisin looks and sounds something like Fr ench word raison meaning reason ] .  
You know whut that is , an ' you put it into that . Well , you put that ingrediment 
in there - all de ingrediments dat ah told you to . An '  you git chew f irs t  a 
white  light , an ' you light ' em into that . An ' den you b urn one pink light an ' 
in bumin ' i t  you put his name on each one of the pink lights an '  h ers on de top . 
Yo ' firs t wipe i t  [ app le ]  of f undah yo re f auc et . Yo '  don ' t know whut han ' an '  
yo ' don ' t  know whut crossin ' has b een on it , an ' yo ' wipe it dry an ' yo ' b less it 
wit chure holy watah . Den you take an ' she t  i t  up an '  you s tan ' it up an ' y ou 
wipe that of f  on a clean piece of papah , but you us e parchment papah with their 
name s . Yo ' und er stan , that . An '  yo ' dPess i t  - you dress it with that mind 
oi l - dat ' s  to keep his mind to ' em .  An ' dat drytin ' oi l ,  you put that on dere . 
You s ee , when you dPessin ' that mind oi l ,  you put that stee l dus t - everything 
is tuh draw h im .  An ' yo ' ll burn [ one candle ]  one time into de app le . When tha t 
one light - that ' s  the name on d e  light , it  isn ' t lak ah told chew . Then you 
shet chure apple up , an ' if  i t ' s  de 2 3r d  of that , you d�ss it ev�ry 2 3rd an ' it 
don ' t bring him d ere , he won ' t b e  b rought back . 

Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' remedies that ah us ed an ' that have helped an ' de lady dat 
recommend me , know that these things are r eally g ood b ecause ah have been wi th 
her an ' he ' ped her in s ome things . [N ew Or leans , La . ,  ( 1570) , 2883 : 6 . ] 

2771 . I had a pants taken from me once t . 
MIS S MO ' (You had a pair of pants taken from you . )  

Had a pants taken from me oncet , and s o  I went to a lady to find out 
what become o f my pants . So she told me that it was a friend o f  mine had my 
trous ers , you under s tand . So I asked her what cou ld I do to redeem them . She 
to ld me to go back home and she t ell me that she ' ll cut the card on him . ShaTll 
s et candles burning , for worrying him back at home . But then she said that he 
had never had did away wi th ' em ,  so far ; but the time which he ' ll bring ' em  back ,  
that h e ' ll have ' em  on . 
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Well , I goes on home and s o  she cuts the cards on him and sh e s ets the candle , 
and she  s ets a b lack candle .  She write his name down on i t  and she takes a piece 
of yellow paper and sh e wraps it around there , and she takes another candle , 
another b lack candle , and j us t  like you are closing a letter - you know , all the 
way around , j us t  like th e way you got that paper curled around the candle . And 
j us t  about [demons trat es ] .  

( She  s eals this paper around the candle by us ing the wax from the second b lack 
candle.  ) 

With the b lack candle and leaves i t burning . When this - she s ay when this 
candle burns out - s ee , I had to go and buy the cand le myself . She said , "You 
s et that candle and when that candle burns ou t and the paper burns down - but 
put it in a tub . "  You know , j us t  like a tub wher e i t  wouldn ' t burn nothing , you 
know , around it . Sh e say , "Wh en it burn out , he ' ll b e  b ack with the pant s . "  

Well , I d id that and it was about a night and a day b ef or e  that candle burns . 
Well , that candle burns s low . But it  was about a night  and day wh en that candle 
burns down , he was righ t back at the h ouse ' cause he was rooming at  the apartment 
where I was at . And he had the trous er s on . I asked him why he happened to take 
my pant s .  

(Well , wh en you went to s ee this woman , did you see her here in New Or leans ? )  
Yes . I saw her - she was living down on [ s omething ] S treet . 
(You went into the room to s ee her ? What did she have in th at room? ) 
Yes . Well , i t  was j us t  a ordinary room , j us t  like anyb ody would have where 

they s le ep .  B ut then sh e had another little  room there - you went in that till 
[af ter ] you goes to her [ she  acc ep t s  you ] , where sh e used the cards . Sh e had 
cards  in there , you know , and diff ' r ent things ar ound there . All kinds of sain ts 
and diff erent things like that , but what they was for I d idn ' t know . 

(How was she dressed? ) 
Well , sh e j us t  - s everal times I went down there she was dr essed dif f ' rent 

ways , j us t  like anybody else would wear ; but she had on a b lack cap you know , 
j us t  like a skull cap you know . And she was very old . But she was a wom$n that 
she could [ do things ] .  

( Can you tell me her name? ) 
Mi ss Mo ' .  
(Miss Moe? How do you spe ll it? )  
M-o-r- e .  
(Miss Mor e - she ' s  d ead? ) 

Yes , died a year ago . 
(In 193 7 . I s ee . )  [New Or leans ,  La . ,  ( 8 29) , 1230 : 1 . ] 
2 7 72 . She to le me she had be en  kind of worried . She , you know , have a bus i-

ness - a cook shop , she had . An ' it wasn ' t  no real good bus ines s . She was doing 

DOCTOR BURNS CANDLE 
TO MAKE 

POLICEMAN LENIENT 

turn h er up dat she 
death , she  tole me . 

this to help suppor t  her chi ldren and hers elf , and she tole 
me that sh e  had a lotta compet ition . Dey was trying to 
make her go in [ into the city arrangement ] you know and she 
was paying Ziaense [ to someone ] you know out in de suburbs ,  
and of course de city men hadn ' t come out tuh h er yet . Dey 

hadn ' t  paid her city license and she was j us t  worried to 

She went to  see this f ellah and whi le she was there she wanted some luck . She 
told him she want ed some luck and she want ed him tuh he lp her out on dis case -
s e e  whut he could do fo ' her . So he tole her if she would give him three pieces 
of si lver , which that [ i s ]  three f if ty cents - er [or ] a dollar and a half , that 
he would burn a candle . Now , he r ead cards fo ' her and told her this : 

And in thes e cards she saw wher e i t  was three p ieces of silver - de si lver 
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dollar mixed up in d ere - [ and he ] fix ed it out { interpr e te d ]  s o  she ' d  h ave to 
pay the thr ee pi eces of s i lver [ to him ] , and he tole her that th is man wha t  was 
in the cards would come in at the time [ s oon ] and speak to her . 

He s ay in the cards - he wa s read ing th e cards . 
( Sh e  had to give him three p i e c es  of si lver - f if ty-cent pie ces . )  
An '  every thing wou ld come out all right .  He guarant eed i t , he t o ld her ,  and 

sh e wou ldn ' t  have to p ay d is heavy f ine . 
(How much was the f ine ? ) 
$ 10 .  An '  dat dis man [ in the card s ] would come in [ court ] an ' s peak for her . 

And j e s t  as she got in there , she h ad to wait till others paid and d e  o ther s  went 
of f - and ins t ead of c los ing her up like they had th reatened to do , she didn ' t 
have all of her money - j es t  as it was her turn to come , thi s man , the po li ceman 
that s erved h er de warrant , came in and whi le he was there an ' she was t elling 
about h er se lf , he heard it . He came in and t o ld her i t  was j es t  a lit tle ki t ch en 
a f f air - was no t a big d i s p lay of it bu t if she c ould help h er fami ly . An '  then 
he tole her to p ay him $ 2 . 50 and then p ay him a dollar a week or pay him a little 
b it along , h e would be leni en t  towards her , an ' she could open her a b ig sh op if 
sh e wanted tuh , but he would g ive h er that chance for the ef for t th at she was 
trying to make fo r emp loyment . 

An ' of co r s e she had al l conf idence in this man [hoodoo fortune te ZZer ]  b ecaus e 
he t old he r that a t  t en  ' c lo ck when she r eached th is p lace that he would be burn
ing th e candl e .  

( He would b e  burning this cand le while she was in the courtroom? ) 
Whi le she was in th e cour t ro om . And he guarantee tha t thi s would happen . 
[ I  would not say the dootor actually burned the cand l e , but I am guessing that 

his psyohio power knew the p o liceman "would be lenient towar ds her " in court - "a 
lit tle along " each week . ] 

( Did t hat happen h er e  in town? ) 
Y es . (Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 64) , 87 3 : 6 . 1  
2 77 3 .  [ I  made no sp ecial ef f or t  to co llect material ab out Mar ie Laveau , the 

s e cond , or the hoodoo danc e .  I t  was t oo late for ei ther one and bes id es I am not 

MARI E BAPTI STE 
MARIE LA VEAU 
HOODOO DANCE 

a his torian . Ther e will pr obab ly b e  a li t t le more ma ter ial 
ab out both in th e t ex t s omewhe re . ]  
Well , dat ' s  a person wil l  do yo ' someth in ' dat ch ew go - i t sup
p os ed tuh b e  mean thing s when yo ' go to a f o ' k  of d e  road . Dat 
s upposed t uh be very mean but d en dere ain ' t  nuth in whu t  a mean 

p er s on won ' t  do at times . 
Wel l , yo '  take y o ' a aig an ' y o ' soak i t  in vinegah an ' d is cayenne p epp ah , 

but chew put de names o f  d e  p ar ty on dat aig . Yo ' unde rs t and , pu t  de name of th e 
p arty on that aig an ' put i t  in a j ar an ' s o ak it in vinegah f o '  nine days in dis 
p eppah an ' salt . An ' den yo ' go es tuh d e  f o ' k  o f  d e  road an ' make yore wish , an ' 
yo ' danca an ' ever ' thing , an ' b reak i t , but nevah look b a ck at i t  - j is '  b r eak i t  
an ' leav e  i t  d er e .  

(What will happ en t o  that person then? ) 
He ' ll leave direct - won ' t b e  a long t im e  leaving , leave t own .  Yo ' ll s end him 

away . 
(The way she exp lained i t  t o  you ? )  

We ll , s he tole m e  d a t  der e  wu s  a woman by d e  name o f  Marie B ap tis t e .  Sh e h ad 
two daughters an ' she liked fo ' her d augh ters tuh ou t dres s d e  g irls down in de 
7th Ward . Da t ' s  whare ah wus b o ' n  in d e  7 th Ward .  An ' she s ol '  h er se lf t o  de 
devi l a t  twe lve a ' c lo ck a t  nigh t wit de fire of furnace - a f urna c� fire , yo ' 
know , a t  d e  f o ' k  of d e  r oad in de wood s . 

(What kind of a f ir e ?  A furnac e? How ' d she ge t the furnace out the re ? )  
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[I  s oon realized she was talking ab out  a char coal b razier , when her furnace 
become s a ho t pot . ] 

Well , she b rought it  out dere .  She had it  out dere an ' she sol ' hers elf to 
him dat she could git  anything she wanted so she could g o  in d e  s to ' s  an ' any
thing sh e take d ey couldn ' t  see her . 

(What did she do when she got out there? Didn ' t she do any thing ? )  
We ll , dey had some kin ' of a danc e dey danced , de hoodoo dance - d ey danc ed 

wi t a ' kinda meet in ' 1ak . D ey  danced an ' dat ' s  d e  way she so l '  hers el f tuh de 
devil an ' dey had de devi l tub g i t  her away from de devi l .  

(Have you ever heard of that woman Marie Laveau? )  
Yessuh ,  ah ' ve heard of her . 
(What have you ever heard s aid or told about her? ) 
Well , dere ' s  so many th ings to le ab out her . Well , ah tell yo ' , her an ' mah 

mothah used tuh be friends an ' ah us ed tuh b e  in her house . Some of ' em  c laimed 
ah wus p artly chris tened at her house , an ' she done everything she could do . She 
us ed tuh use dem furnace an ' f iah too , an ' hot pots on her . Ah kin carry yo ' tuh 
de s ame spot of ground where her house wus on - yess uh , S t .  Ann between Rampar t 
an' Burgundy . 

( She was pr etty good wasn ' t she? )  
Yes suh , she wus fine . 
( Did th ey used to have those old hoodoo dances when you were a girl? ) 
Yes suh . 
(What did they us ed to do ? )  
Dance in dey petticoa t  t ail an ' dey shimmy tai l - dance . 
(Did you ever hear o f  them danc ing a person to  death ? )  
No , ah nevah heard o f  that . 
(They j us t  had thos e dances for good-time dances ? )  
D e  good-time dance an ' dey wus doin ' d ey  work at d e  meantime , but dey wus 

doin ' hoodoo work when dey used tub dance . P lenty tuh eat an ' p lenty tuh drink , 
an ' i f  it wus anything tuh harm , dey would have hearts - raw hearts an ' dey would 
eat that . 

(What kind of heart s ? ) 
B eef hear t s . 
(Can you tell me any part icular whole s tory about any one p articular thing 

that you used to do? ) 
No , ah wus too young tuh rememb er .  
(Does any of  that g o  on today or has i t  all d ied out ? )  
Well , ah think it ' s  all died out an ' de re ain ' t nuthin of that much now . I t ' s 

�gone.  I t ' s  mo ' d e  spiri tuaZ whut ' s  goin ' on now . 
( All that ole- t ime s tuff has all died out? Thos e dances and things of that 

sort ? )  
Jis ' de time dey h as it at de ole lake every 24th day of  June . Yo ' know dat ' s 

St . John ' s  day an ' dat ' s  mah day .  At d e  lake [Pontchartrain ] .  
(What would they do? ) 
D e  hoodoo dance . D ey dance an ' dey has a meeting , an ' anyth ing dat dey would 

want tuh do , d ey does it th at day .  I f  it ' s  good or b ad they does it that day . 
An ' anyb ody cou ld go out d ere if d ey  would wanta g o . 

[ Af t er she leaves , my contact man Edward and I talk , though a part of the 
opening conver sation is unrecord ed . ]  

Dat her name non es t .  
( How do you spell that ? ) 
Ah don ' know . 
( I s  that her real name or j us t  a? ) 
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Jis ' a nickname we g ive her . 
[ I f Edward ac tually used th e words non est , they were s omething our a ss is tant 

Mack , o ld-t ime taximan , had picked up in New O rleans . ]  
(She is suppos ed to b e  pr et ty good ? )  

Yes , she ' s a spirituaLis t .  
( That woman that was j us t  in here ? )  
Yes . 
End 1584 . 
[ "Algier s ,  La . ,  Fr i . , Feb . 2 3 , 19 40 - 1584 - o ld woman - s everal thing s - Ph 

[ [ something looking like Phillip - p rob ab ly name of per son who br ought her ] ] . " 
Numbers Book 1558-1605 . Almos t anyone would have been des crib ed a s g iving 
" s evera l thing s "  af ter following 15 83 , Nahnee - see h er long in terview . I d id 
no t  know that the next woman t o  walk through the d oor would be - DARK LADY -
DARK GLAS SES - DARK DEEDS - see her in terview . ]  [ Algiers , La . ,  ( 1584) , 295 3 : 2 . ] 

2 7 7 4 . (Mar ie Laveau? ) 
Well , I don ' t know any thing about her ' caus e I was a child and I was in the 

country , but j us t  the p eople s ay in the count ry , "I ' m  going to take you to Mar ie 
Laveau . "  [N ew O rleans , La . , ( 834) , 1256 : 4 . ] 

27 75 . [This ma terial should have been indexed und er following s ub -subdivi s i on 
CANDLES ,  b u t  pr eceding marg in- t i t le requir es i t s  ind exing here . ]  

( S ing ? Sing that hoodoo danae? ) 
HOODOO DANCE Y es . 

(We ll , what wou ld they do ? )  
Sh e wo uld j u s t  b e  s t aying like tha t [demons tr at es ] ( clapp ing hands and s ing ing )  • 
[ P ar en thes is by transc riber who he ars the clapping and s inging . ]  

Th ey ' d  th en s tar t to dance . 
(Wi ll you s ing that over for me again without clapping . S ee if I c an under

s tand a lit t l e  of i t .  Sing it over again wi thout clapping . ) 
( She s ings aga in - in French? ) [Pa renthesis b y  trans crib er who gues s es " in 

Fr ench? " ]  
[ Her e is my p enci led comment at time I checked orig inal trans crip t ion against 

cy lind er - "Mo s t ly Marie Made Laine aorrme aa . " ]  
(They dance and s ing that ? ) 

Yeah . 
(What els e do they do? At th at hoo doo dance? ) 

Well , th ey ' d  j us t  be danc ing and b e  carrying around big swi t ches - j u s t  like 
you wou ld b e  danc ing on s omeb ody . [ For an account o f  swi tches ,  see my exp er ienc e 
at Tyree Church , Mar yland , desc ribed in I ntroduction . ]  Then they g o t  the ligh t s  
[ candles ] a l l  burning . 

( Any thing els e ? ) 
Yeah , they g ot all the ligh t s  burning , then they dancing . Well , the nex t 

night they comes in again and then they has a supper , you see . 
(We l l  now , t el l  me - des cribe the supp e r  to m e . ) 
And th en they have thes e p eople ' s  names all on every p la c e  - they go t the ir 

name down on every p lace [wr i t t en on the f loor? ] - j us t  like here they wou ld b e 
sing ing ,  and then - well , s t i ll and all , then when they ' d  g et out , they ' l l come 
back and th ey ' ll go to the hall again - like wher e they d ance a t . S ee ,  that ' s  on 
Thur sday night s and Frid ay nights , when they got a b ig meeting . And then they ' ll 
dance on them peop le ' s head s [ name s chalked on f loor ? ] ,  and you s e e  on the nex t 
day will g o  ther� to tha t  hous e and they ' ll h ave s ome thing what th ey had [made ] 
and they ' ll throw it all around them p eople hous e . S ee , s omething like make out 
they ' s a f r iend t o you . We ll , then they ' ll come to your hous e and throw that and 
pu t you in the wor s t  luck they can and th ere ain ' t  no way [where] you c an go . 
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And they ' ll move you clean ou t of that community . 
(Well , do they have tho s e  dances any mo re? ) 
Yeah , downtown they has them - downtown . 
(Not as many as they used to have? ) 
No , not l ike they us ed t o have . 
[ "New O rl eans , La . , Mon . , Mar .  14 ,  1938 - No . 834 - woman 55+ by Ma ck" -

Numbers Book 823-884 . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  (834) , 1256 : 3 . ] 

( 2 )  CANDLES 

79 7  

[ Cand les - whose spiri tual smoke p enetrates the hidden corner and rides the 
four winds and five waves - canno t be contained in this small sub - sub divis ion , 
CANDLES . To understand s omething ab out them one mus t  include the preced ing and 
fo llowing sub-subdivis ions , ALTARS and SAINTS , as we ll as a f ew INTERVIEWS later . 
Th e two fund amental aspec ts of cand les in hoodoo are co lo r and power . ]  

[ C olo r value comes f rom thr ee s our ces : (1)  a psy cho logy as old as his to ry -
b lack = darknes s and evi l , r ed = b lood and d anger , whi t e  = l ight and goodnes s ;  
( 2) th e s aint ' s  color - meaning the predominant color in the s aint ' s co stume on 
p icture or s t atue ; and ( 3 )  hooao o d ealer - what ever he s ays th e co lor is good 
for . Th e lat ter also inc ludes p amphlets or printed ins t ructions about cand les . ]  

[ P owe r we can unde rs tand i f  we rememb er that a candle is a mag i c  h elper - a 
hand o r  toby ( pp . 5l9- 6 69 )  - th e magic help er , of cours e ,  b eing a spiri t . I f  you 
do no t b elieve this , turn b ack and read or rer ead THE PRIVATE SHRINE (p . 7 73) . ]  

2 7 7 6 . I f  yo ' wer e livin ' heah in d i s  house an ' someone want ed tuh make yo ' 
leave without a caus e ,  then th ey [ a  hoodoo ]  would g i t  yo ' tub s tay in dis hous e .  

Dis a true f ac t  b ec aus e - yo ' want some Bib le facts on it 
WHY WE BURN CANDLES erzactly how i t ' s  done? De way yo ' do , yo ' g i t  chew three 

of thes e gold c andles , gold-colored cand les , an ' yo '  b urn 
dem go ld- colored candles , b urn three unt il yo ' h ave b urn nine . An '  when yo ' have 
burnt de nine ,  yo ' ll hav e perfect peac e , becaus e de Bib le says d at dey ' d  burn 
cand les upon cand les ticks . [See my commen t on B ib le and candles , p . 3 6 l . ]  But 
chew have de ins t rument whut chew b urn des e cand les in of gold , an ' have de gold
colored cand les . An '  ah guarant ee i t ' ll b r ing peace an '  satis faction he ah , an ' 
de pro of is by de Bib le .  No one kin move yo ' out . [ Thes e are gi lded cand le� I 
found no g o lden cand les tick or cont ainer o f  any kind in th e following rites . ]  
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 5 6 ) , 2829 : 9 . ] 

2 7 7 7 .. And j es t like if you goin ' t to a j ob - if you want dis j ob , you kin 
j es t  burn dis whi t e  cand le fo '  su cces s and make yore wish and it wil l  favor yo ' 
Yo ' know dey b urned cand les when Chr is t d i ed . 

[ The Rev . Mr . Young has already s aid something s imi liar , "We unders tand dat 
de candles repr esent something in th e li f e  o f  Chris t pos s ib ly , " see 2735 , p . 745 , 
line 1 . ]  [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 67 6) , 89 7 : 5 . ] 

2 7 7 8 . Well , you burn a b lue cand le for succes s . You burn a whi t e  cand le for 
pros peri ty and pur ity . You burn a gr een c and le - it ' s  de spirituaZ [spiritua Zs 

or spiritua Z  peop Ze ]  suppose to burn th es e gre en c and les . You 
COLOR SYMBOLI SM b urn ' em  three d ays and pray and f as t .  Dat ' s to go and heal 

de s ick . Th en the red cand le is fo ' vict ory - j es '  lak ef yo ' 
wanta overcome s ometh in " yo ' burn dat so many d ay s , see·, nine d ay s . And yo ' put 
chure wishes up und er dat candl e ,  yo ' know . 
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(How do you put them under the candle ? ) 
Yo ' write  chure name , whatever yo '  want done - yo ' wri te i t  on a piece of 

paper , par chment paper and s et it up under d ere whi le it burns . 
(What d o  you do about b lack cand les ? )  
De b lack candles yo ' burn ' em fo ' death . Yo ' burn ' em  nine minutes . If  yo ' 

burn ' em  fo '  evi l , yo ' burn ' em nine minutes , so they s ay .  Yo ' burn fo ' nine 
minutes at nine ' clock .  

(N ine o ' c lock in the morning ? )  
Nine ' clock in d e  morning o r  nine ' clock a t  night . 
(Do you have to do anything else with thes e besides burning them? ) 
Th ey say they g enerally roll ' em  in s ome kind o f  cayenne pepper or something . 

[See Zate � ,  Rolling Candles . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 5 ) , 9 43 : 8 . ] 
27 79 . Now , you can take a wh ite  candle , if you want luck . You c an t ake a 

whi t e  candle and three loafs of sugar , and you light it . S et [ i t ] with a name . 
And you put a piece of paper under it [ candle ] with the name [ this is se tting it } 
and you light it and make your wish . That ' s  for luck . 

(What name do you wri te on that ? )  
Wri t e  whoever you burning i t  fo r - write  your name or my name , anyb ody name 

you burning it fo r .  That ' s  for lu ck . 
Now , a red candle . 
(A red candle? ) 
That ' s  a white  candle . Now a red candle is for b lood . 
(Well , how do you hand le that - a red cand le for b lood ? )  
You take the per son name , whoever you want a get in trouble , and you wr i t e  the 

name on the candle all around - up and down on the cand le - and you burns i t  and 
makes a wish , bad wish . That ' s  for blood , you s ee .  

Now a b lack candle , that ' s  to ki ll you . 
( A  black cand le is to kill you . Well how would they handle that ? )  
Well , they take the b lack candle and they write your name on there , s ee . And 

th ey takes and they cu ts that t op piece o f f  - like this the top piece , we ll , they 
cut that of f , and they take and turn it upside down and shape it [make a wick at 
the bottom end ] and they light it ups ide down . Well , you li ab le to walk out your 
door and get killed mos t any minute .  

( Do they use green cand les , and b lue and yellow , any th ing of that s or t ? )  
Well , they burn th em to dif ferent saint s for luck . 
(Now , ar e candles burned at any special time or j us t  any time? )  
Any time you can burn a candle if you got your saints and you believe in your 

saints . Well , differ ent days you burn dif ferent candles . 
(What do you mean by dif ferent days you burn different candles ? )  
L ike Mondays , you burns a white cand le .  Tuesday you burn a g reen candle . 

Wednesday you burns a yellow candle or b lue candle . But red and b lack ain ' t for 
no luck - that ' s  for undermining work.  

(When do you burn those  candles ? On any day? ) 
You burn the red candle any day . 
(And you burn the b lack candle any day ,  too? ) 
Any d ay too . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 845) , 129 1 : 1 . ] 
2 7 80 .  You get  a b lack candle , th at ' s  a dange� candZe . You burn a red candle , 

that ' s  good luck . And you burn a white candle , that ' s  happ ines s  - peac e and 
happ ines s in your home , you s ee . And there ain ' t  nobody can harm you then , if 
you believe in them . [New Or leans , La . ,  (837) , 1258 : 5 . ] 

27 8 1 .  Said a pink cand le f er g ood luck . J es t  burn i t , all ah know . 
Say a b lack cand le means d ea th to a person.  
A red cand le is  fuss es , quarr els and figh ts . Dat ' s  all ah ' ve heard about da t a  
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(Wh at ab ou t a wh i t e  cand l e ?  Would a wh i t e  cand le d o  any th ing ? )  
Ah ' ve nevah heard . Ah ' po s e dat b ring s p ea ce . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 664) , 874 : 6 . ] 
2 7 8 2 . Red cand le ' s  fo '  love , and green cand l e ' s mos t ly f o ' money , and yellow 

cand le ' s  fo '  af f e c t ionate o f  [ a f fection in ] the home , and whi t e  candl e ' s  fo ' 
peace and harmony and als o , j es ' like if anybody b e  r eal s i ck de las t t ime , dey 
burns a wh ite cand le and reads a p iece in de Bib le s ome t ime . 

(What ab out b lack candles ? )  
Black candles - people kill you wi th b lack cand les . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 04 ) , 

9 6 7 : 6 . ] 
2 7 8 3 . B lack cand les represent s d ea th . 
Wh i t e  candl es r ep r es ent s p eac e . 
Red c andles repres ent b lood . 
(Do you know how they are us ed ? )  
Yo ' burn the b lack candles lat e  at nigh t f o ' death an ' yo ' b urn s ix o r  s even 

cand les f o ' d ea th . 
Whi te candles br ing peace . Yo ' b urn s ometimes three c and les . S ome times yo ' 

burn s ix o f  dem c andl es . Dat br ing s lu ck to yore home . But also yo ' b urns in
cens e .  Church ' s  incens e is good incens e tuh b urn wi t de cand les fo ' tuh make the 
home h appy . [ L i t t le Ro ck , Ark . , ( 887 ) , 14 63 : 4 . ] 

2784 . Black cand l es - them is d ir e c t ly f o '  enemies . De b lue on es is fo ' luck 
and de wh ite ones are fo ' lu ck . And des e here �r-=e:,::d�o.;;;;n;.,:.e...;..s�i...;..s�f..;;.o...;..r_w�h...;..i...;..s.....;k...;..eJt..y�d...;..r.;:;;i.;.;.n.;;.;k_i.;.;.n .... g 
[ to ref orm a drunka rd ] .  [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 66 6) , 8 7 7  : 4 . ] 

27 85 . Wel l , you t ake a b la ck cand l e  and b u rn it - tha t b lack cand le is de ath . 
(Well , how would you do that ? )  

Well , you take b lack candle - you can take a b l ack cand l e  and bu rn that on 
your name . Well , tnat ' s  to ki ll yo u .  

( Wel l , how d o  you mean , burn i t  on the name ? Jus t wr ite your name on a piece 
of paper ? )  

Jus t wri te your name on a piece of paper and p ut i t  underneath that b lack can
dle . And a whi t e  cand le is f or luck . And als o  a r ed candle is for luck . But 
that b la ck cand le ,  that ' s a s ign of death . [N ew Or leans , La . ,  ( 7 9 7 ) , 1111 : 1 . ] 

27 86 . Ah ' ve heard t ell o f ' em  burning cand les . Ah ' ve heard tell o f  ' em  burn
ing whut is known as d e  b lack cand le in th e hou s e  an ' d ey s ays th a t  woul d keep i t  
from b eing rented - make i t  v ery , very unlucky . Heard of ' em  burning c andl es -
r ed fo ' bad lu ck o r  whi t e  fo ' good lu ck . An ' th ere is a go ld cand le dat chew kin 
b urn that will b ring mon ey into the home . [ For ano ther meaning of g o ld , Bee 
2 7 7 6 , p . 7 9 7 . ] [Way cros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1116) , 1790 : 3 . ] 

27 87 . I f  yo ' wan ta g i t  a j ob ,  yo ' f ind out h i s  name an '  take an '  g o  tuh de 
drug s to '  an ' b uy yo ' a red candle an ' a yellah cand le an ' a whi t e  one . Yo ' 
wri tes his name on dem cand le an ' burn dem th ree cand le .  One cand l e  - de white 
c andle i s  f o ' success and d e  yellah c andle i s  f o ' money . Th e r ed candle is fo ' 
a wish f o ' a j ob .  

(Do you burn thes e all at once? ) 
Burn a l l  of ' em  all at once . An '  again a t  f ive a ' c lo ck in de mawnin ' s ay yore 

wish es .  
(How long d o  you burn them? ) 
Bu rn ' em  t i l l  d e '  b urn up - let ' em b urn up thems elves . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

( 9 48) , 1 5 29 : 4 . ] 
2 7 88 .  Take an ' wri t e  a person ' s name on a cand le - y o ' s e e  des e b ig ye llah 

c and l es , an ' w r i te a per s on ' s name on a candle an ' light da t c and l e  an ' le t i t  
b urn , so dey s ay s . Da t ' s  f o ' doin ' ' way wit a p er s on . Dat w ill kill ' em .  They 
will dry up an ' go o f f  lak dat e [Person turns y ellow like a leaf and d rys up . ]  
[ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 524) , 2 7 2 2 : 6 . ] 
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2 78 9 . Wh en yo ' b iddin ' [= invi ting , Mat t .  1 2 : 9 ] customers , yo ' should b urn 
incens e .  Yo ' should us e y el lah cand le - b urn yellah candles in d e  mawnin ' , s oon 
in de mawnin '  roun ' s ix an ' f ive a ' clo ck in de mawnin ' .  Yo ' supposed to b urn one 
up - i t ' s  c er tain th ings yo ' b urn cand les up fo ' . Yo ' b urn de yellah candl e 
dat ' s supposed tuh make yo '  hav e  s ucces s . An ' yo '  burn yo re whi t e  cand le fo ' 
money an ' yo ' g o in ' in bus ines s , an ' yo ' use ahambep lye , a li t t l e  yore ahambep 
lye an ' sugah fo ' tuh draw yore trad e .  Yo '  takes an ' mops wit i t , see . Mop yore 
f loor r igh t good wit a little ahambep lye an ' s ugah an ' ly e , an ' mop yo re f lo '  
r ight good . [Yellow meaning suaaes s also means money . ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 
15 26 : 1 3 . ] 

2790 . You 
you could get 

s e e , you take a - that ' s  righ t ,  if you couldn ' t  get the name - i f 
th e name , yo u  could make ' em  b ring it b ack . 

(Well , how would you do it th en , i f  you go t  the name ? ) 
GREEN CANDLE QUI CKER I f  you cou ld g e t  the �, you s e e , you t ake their name 

and you wri t e  it down nine times and you s e t  it - you f o ld 
the paper to you j us t  like this [ d emons trat es ] .  T ake the corner s  of the p ape-r--
and f o ld it to you , fo ld the name to yo u and then you put i t  up under th at candle 
and b urn i t ; and b ef o re nine days go , he b e  b ack with it . 

(What co lor candle do you burn f o r  that ? )  
You burn a g reen candle for that too . 
(Well , why d o  you burn a green cand le ? )  

We ll , they do ' s  the wo rk mo re quicker than the wh i t e  - than tho s e  oth er can
d l es . The b l ack candl es , they for de ath . [N ew Orleans , La . , ( 8 59 ) , 1 3 6 7 : 3 . ] 

2 7 9 1 . But if you have a id ea of a per s on that d id i t , an ind ication that she 
did took it - well , you g e t  their name and you put a candle on it . Y ou can put ' 
a brown candle , and they ' l l come b ack and s ay they ' ve taken i t , but - "Ab took i t  

BROWN CANDLE TO RECOVER 
b u t  ah is wrong , "  and admit to you . Yes , s ir - brown 
c andl e .  
[ A  b rown candle i s  s ometimes b urned to S t . Anthony , who 

in general fo lklor e h elps to r e cover lo s t  arti cles - FA CI , 1s t  ed . ,  No . 846 5 , 
p . 4 2l ; 2ed . , No . 13 159 , p . 58 3 ; in th is lat t er , " Some s ay you mus t s ay three 
pr aye rs to S t .  Anthony before b eg inning the s earch . " ]  [N ew  Orleans , La . ,  ( 79 8 ) , 
1 1 15 : 3 . ] 

2 7 9 2 . 
s t and ing ] 

White can ' les [ candles ]  is for whi te peop le . They b urn that [ candle 
in a whi t e  rum and whi t e  loaf sugar . 

(You mean a whi t e per s o n  does th is ? ) 
WHITE CANDLE AND WHIT E RUM No , no . That whi t e  can ' le is fo r  a whi t e  p erson 

FOR WHITE PEOPLE l ike if you g o t  chure landlord worrying you a whole 
lot , choo unders tand . We ll , g i t  choo a white can t le 

and you light tha t  white can ' le s ix o ' c lo ck in th e mo rning and i f  i t  g oes out , 
burns out , j o o l ight one a t  twelve , you s ee ,  and six o ' c lo ck in evening . You put 
i t  in a s aucer wi th white rum and loa f s ugar and de names und er i t . [ Informant 
continues s ame ri te with additions . ]  Wel l , get his name and b urn your can ' le .  
Burn your can ' le fo r him .  I f  he is a whi t e  man , b urn your can ' l e on the whi t e  
m an  wi th the white rum like I firs t t o l d  you , and smoke your s elf . 

(How do you smoke yoursel f ? ) 
Well , you g et you a new c an ' le and you get you s ome dragon ' s  b lood . You can 

smoke that - that ' s  succes s f u l  - or either the Japanes e incens e . You smoke tha t 
as you take your b ath in s e a-salt wa ter (see S ea Salt , p . 7 l 8 )  and wh en you g o  
round him , well you can put y our p i e c e  of John de Conkep i n  you r mouth and you 
s p i t  all round . 

(White cand le ?  He ' s  a wh i t e  boss ? )  
Y es , s i r . Nine t imes [ spi t ] . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 14 ) , 1 14 7 : 12 . ] 
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2793 . [This s ounds like pink pi l l  for pa le peop le .  ] 
Well , go an ' write his name three times , de b os sman ' s  name - yore name f irst  

an ' his  underneat ' ;  but  all s traight , not backwards . Da t ' s  fo ' good . Now , yo ' 

P INK CANDLE FOR WHITE MAN 
us e  dis Toulouse Syrup an ' s teel  dust . Yo ' gits dat 
from de drug s to ' , de Toulouse syrup , an ' yo '  put dat 
name in dere an ' yo ' puts da t light on dat e Fo ' a 

man yore color , yo ' would us e a pink light - a white man , a pink light , yo ' s ee 
an ' burn dat e Put chure name f irst , h is undernea th three t imes , an ' put i t  undah 
da t light , undah that pink ligh t an ' he ' ll s end fo ' yo ' . [New Or leans , La . ,  
( 156 8) , 2 879 : 4 . ] 

279 4 .  Well , dey got some women that hust les , they got cand les they burn an ' 
dey got de wh ite cand les - d ey  is fo ' white men . De red candle is  fo ' a dark man 

WHITE CANDLE - WHITE MAN 
RED CANDLE - DARK MAN 

BLACK CANDLE - ENEMY MAN 

[= Negro - see next title ] . An ' d ey go t a b lack can
d Ie , dey burns dat tuh keep d e  enemy mens away - dat ' s 
like a man whut would come aroun ' an ' ain ' t got much 
money tuh spend ; dey much ruther fo ' dese othah mens 
tuh come , whut dey burnin ' de white an ' d e  red cand le 

on . Wel l ,  dem is good p eople.  But chew b urn de b lack candle tuh keep de police
man away . See , de policeman is her enemy in her racket of  hust lin ' .  Well , dat ' s  
fo ' her tuh burn three candles a day . She burns one tuh S t . Raymond an '  she 
burns on e to de Mothah of Perpetual help . She burns dat to thos e saints . Well , 
wit all dos e  mens comin ' - white men an ' othah wealthy men wi th money - dese mens 
goin ' come , but d e  p oliceman nevah come tuh her do ' . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 7 2 ) , 
2889 : 5 .  ] 

2 79 5 .  You take his name and you write his name nine times and you write j ours 
nine times on top of it . You p lace it in a saucer . You put dat honey , cinamint 

GREEN CANDLE - WHITE MAN 
RED CANDLE - DARK OR BLACK MAN 
BLUE CANDLE - BROWN-SKIN MAN 

[ c  innamon ] ,  dPC/JJJin ' pOUider , aroun '  his name . If  
he ' s  a white man , you gon ' a  b urn a green can ' le 
and his name wrote b ackwards on that can ' le .  
You burn it b ot tom upward fer nine day . You ' ll 
dPess yours elf . Fur ce , you git choo s ome honey , 

you git dat loaves of sugar , an ' you put dat in water and you ' ll boil it . You 
git choo s ome par s l ey  an ' let it git hot not boilin ' . You take a b ath wit. dat e 
And you pu t choo nine p ods of garli c  in your pocket . And you go to the bossman 

. chewin ' a pi ec e  of John de Conker root. When you git to him you sp it . Then 
you ' ll ask him concernin ' yore j ob .  And he have to give some kin t a  def ' nan 
[defini t e ]  answer . 

(What if th e b os s is a colored man? ) 
You do the same thing , but choo b urn dif f ' ran can ' Ie .  I f  he ' s  a b lack man , 

you burn a red can ' le ;  if he ' s  a brown-skin man , you burn a blue . 
I f he ' s  a dark man , you us e a red can ' le on him . [ Informant gives variant of 

prec eding rit e . ] You wr ite his name nine times , you [a woman ] wri te yours on top 
of hi s nine t imes , and p lac e it  in a new s aucer that never was us ed or a [ new] 
plate . You put nine loaves of sugar aroun ' there , you put honey , you put  s teel  
dust , you put dPawing powder in there . And you light that can ' le bo ttom upward 
with his name wrot e  on the can t le ,  too . [His and her names each nine times were 
on a s lip of paper under the candle . ]  And that ' ll draw him home . [New Or leans , 
La . , ( 80 2 ) , 1119 : 1  and 1117 : 10 . ] 

279 6 .  Yo '  kin go to drug s to W  an ' buy whut chew 
LUCKY CANDLES call dese luaky aandles an ' yo ' light ' em  an ' yo ' 

RED - WHITE - BLUE - GREEN b urn ' em .  G o  tuh de drug s to '  an ' yo ' ask fo ' luaky 
aandles - see , j is '  luaky aandles . S ome o f  ' em  are 

b lue an ' s ome o f  ' em are red - j is '  any color , but j is '  ask fo ' luaky aandles . 
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Well , yo ' take it in yore room an ' yo '  burn it - s ee , from s even a ' clock in d e  
mawnin ' until nine in d e  mawnin ' .  S ee .  An '  den yo ' git some of dis he ah - g i t  
some o f  that oil that dr ip f rom this candle an ' put chew s ome kinda loud pe rfume 
on it  dat smell - yo ' know , ' tract peoples ' ' tenshun .  An '  when yo ' go aroun ' 
' em  - j is '  lak it ' s  a man ,  yo ' know , why he ' ll f all f o ' yo ' .  Yo ' ' tract his 
' tenshun . Wel l , yo ' g o  tub talkin ' to him an ' d e  closer he git to yo ' ,  de mo l 
dat odor yo ' git . S ee ,  he ' ll fall fo ' yo ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 40 ) , 1522 : 5 . ] 

279 7 . Burn incense . Burn dis rosewood incens e or yo ' kin burn a red candle 
da t ' s  fo ' fast Zuck an ' the gr een candle . Thos e  is lucky candles . 

(Well , now , suppos e you were fixing that up for me . Suppose I was s elling 
liquor here or some th ing . Jus t how would you b urn those candles ? )  

Yo '  bu rns ' em  six a ' clock in de mawnin '  an ' nine a ' c lock an ' twelve - three in 
de evenin ' an ' six in d e  evenin ' . Yo ' mus t  burn ' em on de proper hours . 

[They are burned every three hours on the third hour or its multip les between 
sunrise and sunset . ]  

(You us e one g reen and one red? ) 
Yes . 
(And how long do you burn them? ) 
Ab out twenty minutes . Burn dem in de hous e . 
(That is to bring in trade for b oo t legging and that s or t  o f  thing ? )  
Yes . [Memph is , T enn . , ( 9 38 ) , 1519 : 2 . ] 
2 79 8 .  Burning wha t d ey call de lucky candles to keep evil from ' em .  Take 

some little small candle about de size of yore forefinger and dey will keep dat 
candle burning in de hous e all day .  Dat what d ey  ca ll de lucky candle . 

(What color ar e those candles ? Ordinary candles ? ) 
Small white cand les . 
(Do they burn only one? ) 
Jes t  one . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 660) , 86 3 : 6 . J 
2799 . Yo ' take a white candle an ' yo '  take a red candle . Yo ' burn the white 

candle in the b ack an ' de red candle in de f ront of yore place of  bus ines s .  Then 
yo ' ll take ab out - that oriental incense is the b es t  - git 

CANDLE COLORS MIXED about five pi les of it an '  yo ' burn it , say fo ' ins tance , 
in f o '  corner s o f  de house as near as yo ' kin gi t . Say fo ' 

ins tance if the house go t mo ' den one room , s ay if it ' s  three rooms , yo '  put one 
in th is corner an ' one in dis corner [ of the front room )  an '  one in the othah 
corner o f  the las t ro om an ' one in the oth ah  co rner [of the b ack room J an ' put 
thi s fif th one in de middle [ of the middle room ] . 

[ Th e two far corners of th e f ront and b ack rooms , and the center of the middle 
room - these five points cr eate a quincunx . The center of a crossroad is a ls o  a 
quincunx and a magic spot . See Quincunx , p . 7 10 . J 

Yo ' unders tan ' an ' yo ' burn that . That ' s  supposed to b ring the cus tomers . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (9 l5 ) , 1482 : 12 . ] 

2800 . For luck , you g et s ome incens e .  
(To dress your hous e for luck? ) 

Yes , sir , some incens e .  Now , I ' ve tried tha t . And g et three candles - red , 
white and b lue and burn them one hour apiece at night and pour some Lucky Heart 
per�e on th ere , and that will make people come to your house . 

Lucky Heart PerfUme ? )  
Yes . 
(Where do you buy that ? At the s tore - drug s tore? ) 
Yeah , in Memphis . There ' s  a firm in Memphis has th at .  
(Oh , I s ee .  Well , how do you burn thes e three candles ? Do you b urn them all 

at once , or one and then the other? )  
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You burn one - like you burn the red one tonigh t , the white one de next nigh t 
and the b lue the next . But you don ' t b urn ' em  but a hour at a time . Do tha t  for 
nine nights . 

( And wh at time do you l ight that candle? ) 
Ligh t i t  when everybody is out o f  your room , gone , and don ' t  let nobody in 

your room while i t ' s  burning . 
( Do you ligh t  this at any parti cular t ime ?  Like nine o ' clo ck or t en? ) 
Seven-thirty ,  i f  you kin get peop le out o f  d e  room , o r  els e you go t ta go t o a 

higher numb er - nine-thirty or eleven- thirty . 
(At night ? )  
Y es , s ir . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 4 5 ) , 10 16 : 4 . ] 
2801 . A whi t e  one - yo ' kin burn i t  on a man , write his name . Git th is ridgy 

candles - yo ' know this white r idg e , yo '  know they got a ridge on ' em .  Yeah , d ey 
go t cand les wit r id g es on ' em . De whi t e  one , we call i t  decorated 

RIDGY CANDLE candZes . Yo ' take an '  wri t e  his name wi t a ne edle in thos e ridges 
all de way round de candles - s ee on dat ri dge all de way around 

every one o f  those ridg e ,  an ' yo ' burn that cand le , lak yo ' b urned i t  one hour in 
de daytime . All r ight , d en yo ' b low i t  out .  Den yo ' burn i t  a t  nigh t  one hour . 
Da t will make him corne back home . 

( You j us t  b urn i t  for one day ? )  
No , yo ' burn i t  fo ' three days s traight . 
(You mean these cand l es that have ridges lik e  a b arb er pole? ) 
O at ' s  righ t - wri te his name in those ridges . [ S ome of thes e candles mus t 

have ridges twis t ed s p irally ; other have untwis t ed ridg es hor i zontally ab ou t 
candle . ]  [Memphis , T enn . , ( ? ) ,  2 7 14 : 10 . ] 

280 2 .  Dey take h i t  [photogr aph ] an ' bury i t  ups ide down . Ei ther take hit an ' 
put a ligh t  to dat , d e  pho tograph , an '  burn i t  ups ide d own - lak h eah ' s  d e  photo

graph an ' yo ' put chur e light dere an ' dos e  cup Zigh ts . Y o ' know , 
CUP CANDLE d ey  go t  do s e  little cup candZes an ' den de little g las s es whut dey 

f i t , an' put h is � dere - wri te h i t  b ackwards . 
(On the pho tograph . )  

Yeah . An ' put his undah der e  an ' d e  g lass on top . Da t runs h im crazy . 
(You turn the pho tograph down . You put the name on i t  b ackwards and put this 

cand le in the g las s on top of i t  and burn i t . )  
Oat t s r ight . [New Orleans , La . , ( 156 8) , 2879 : 1 .  ] 
2803 . You take hi s name , the boss ' s  nam e , and put i t  in a s oup p late . 
( In a s oup p lat e? ) 

-----

In a s oup plat e . 
( Jus t writ e  his name once on a piece of paper ? )  
N ine t imes , and pu t i t  in that soup p late and light a cand le and set i t  on 

it - a little sho rt cand le , f at candle . 
(A little shor t , fat candle - like they burn in the 

LITTLE SHORT FAT CANDLE church? A whi te one? ) 
A whi t e  one - tha t helps you get a j ob .  Changes his 

[b o s s ' s ] mind . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 24) , 119 5 : 1 . ] 
2804 . (Dr . Lems on used to us e? ) 
Yes . I t  was a tall candle - i t  was a black candle . They cal l tha t a death 

candZe .  And when that one f inished burn�ng , af ter burning on th e individua l 
nam� - s ign the individual name nine ways , s ee , b ackwards 

CALLED A DEATH CANDLE though , and burn that cand le . And as the candle burn , 
as [ s o ]  th ey begin to droop away ; when the candle is 

done - well , they done . [New Or leans , La . , ( 879) , 1448 : 3 . ] 
2805 . I have s eed d e  candle - i t  was made de shape of a man . And he [ fri end 
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of informant ] was running with de s ame woman he [ s econd man ] had , and he [ f riend ] 
b urnt de cand le to run him away . Well , ah believe that was 

MAN-SHAP ED CANDLE true b e caus e he left and he ain ' t come back ther e yet . That 
was in Cary , Mi ss . Well , he [vic tim ]  was a young man . And 

this other [ friend ] man , he come down here somewher e in Vi cksburg and got it ,  and 
he lit it and they say he would burn i t  every - think it was every twenty minutes 
or thirty minutes he would burn it . Every now and then he  would put i t  out - i t  
would burn g radually . And at las t  when i t  b urned down to the feets o f  i t - it 
was made the shape of a man - well , this boy le ft town . Well , he left  - he never 
been back there no mor e .  And ah s eed de candle caus e his wif e - his old lady 
showed it to me . 

(What sor t  of co lor was it? ) 
Hi t was a kind o f  diff erent co lors - it was pink and red co lors . The head of 

it was pink and it had a b lack hat on it with - you know , painted wi th b lack . 
And the part  down here was red like and it was . 

(You mean the lower part ? )  
The lower par t  - down at the feets part was red . And th ey said wh en i t  would 

burn down to that , he would leave then . 
(Where did he get tha t candl e? ) 
Well , he suppos ed to have go t it  from a hoodoo , so she [ friend ' s  wi f e ]  to ld 

me . [Vicksburg ,  Mi ss . ,  ( 7 16) , 9 86 : 3 . ] 
280 6 .  Well , dey have something that you asked me ab out , de candles - you 

know , burning candles . Dey have the d�gon 's-b lood aandles which is called Ole 
Banum ' s T ears . You know wha t  dat is . 

DRAGON ' S-BLOOD CANDLE Ole Banum ' s  tears - tears like f rom your eyes . They come 
in teardrops . You can go to a peculiar drugs tore an ' 

places and buy thes e things , and i t  looks like a candle , and you burn them almos t 
always in a place like that , you s ee ,  and it seems to have a tendency to change , 
to inf luence people towards  yuh . Say for n ' ins tanc e , you are mad at me this 
morning . Well , now when you leave , if you would leave , I ' d  b urn two or three of 
thes e litt le pieces - they come off j es t  like teardrops . I ' d  b urn that chip o f f  
' em and that supposed to change the in fluence towards - o f  you towards me . But 
as long as I b urn that , everything will go along smoothly . 

(Wel l , now wha t do those tear s hav e  to do wi th that b ag [ toby ] you made? ) 
Tha t  all goes together . 
(What do you do with that ? )  
I t ' s  working for the same purpos e - you keep this [ toby ] you see . 
(You wear that . )  
That wi ll caus e people to have a mind at times to give you mo re . 
( Th en you bu rn the tears  in addition? ) 
Th at ' s  when s omeone gets angry . You don ' t  do that unless you s ee they have a 

untowards feeling towards you . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 650 ) , 8 68 : 2 . ] 
2807 . Yo ' takes ' em , yellah ones - yo ' takes ' em  an ' burns ' em . An ' in dose 

cand les b e ' s a numb er an ' in dat numb er ,  might say 25 or 12 or 11 , whatsomever 
i t may be , why den they takes da t an ' plays it on b o lito 

NUMBERS IN CANDLES game . All r ight , den de s cent from dat , dat ' s  luck in yore 
home . Da t keeps de of ficer - der e ' s  something els e yo ' burn 

wit it - whenever dey come in dey can ' t s tand dat s c ent . 
(Keeps officers  away . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 8 . ] 

S EAL IN A CANDLE 2808 . (What kind of a cand le is i t ? ) 
A b lack candle . Yo ' light da t cand le and s et it on anything 

dat it wil l  s et up on , and to de bottom of dat candle b etween de candle and de 
s too l it sets on , it ' s  some let ters under der e .  
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(Wha t are thes e letters on? )  
Dey on d e  s tu ff whut de candles made out of , de tallow an ' s tuff - it j es '  

made into dat yo '  see . And den when yo ' burn dos e  candles and yo ' git  dat le tter 
down dere - d e  cand les is burnt c lean down , and when yo ' git  dat candle burnt 
clean down , why den yo ' kin see dos e letters . Yo ' kin take dem le tters [ pr inted ] 
on a piece of paper , not thin paper , it ' s  kinda of a - ah don ' t know whut chew 
call it . I t  kinda look like g lass , but chew kin fold dat - yo ' kin f old dat 
thing in a "V" . 

( I s  it  what they call parchment ?  [He does no t under stand the word - s ee my 
comment later for this paper li ke g lass . ]  I s  it  a s quare piece or what? ) 

I t ' s round like a candle . Yo ' kin fold it in a square [make two opposit e 
s ides of circumferenc e meet ]  like yo ' wanta , des [ j es ' ]  any way yo ' wanta . I t ' s  
kind of a doub led-up piece like yo ' seen dis little ole tis sue paper kind o f---
s tuff like dat - b end it any way but i t won ' t  br eak , but i t  looks like glass . 
Well , de let ters made on dat e An '  then yo ' take dat and you fold dat in a "V" 
an ' yo ' carries i t  to de  cemetery b efo ' nine ' clock in de morning and bury it �n 
de grave . Well , d en  der e ' s  no harm dey kin do you in dat way [by burning a can
dle on you ] , but wha tsomever was g oin , happen tuh yo ' it ' ll happen to whosomevah 
burnt dat candle on yo ' . 

. 

[Methods to stop a cand le burning agains t you are g iven at the end of this 
subsection . ] 

( Then , if someone was trying to harm me , I would burn this b lack candle to 
pro tect mys elf . That the idea ? )  

Oh , shur e .  Now , i f  someb ody don ' t beat chew dere and git  dem let ters . Some
time yo ' know yo ' burn a cand le and j es t  go on 'bout chure business and don ' t pay 
it any more ' tention . P eople coming in dey know whut ' s  dat fo ' ,  dey kin git dat 
c andle - dem let ters . But yo ' j es '  take dem cand le ef yo ' don ' t  wanna do any
thing else with ' em - j es '  keep ' em d er e  or throw ' em away or something like da t e  

( In other words , i f  you were burning a candle for me and I knew about it , and 
I got ther e when those letters wer e s ti ll ther e ,  and I took thos e letters and . )  

Yes sir , dat ' s  whu t ah mean . 
[The pieae of paper looking like g lass happens t o  b e  what I sugges ted i t  was , 

parchment , imi tation of cour s e ; and the letters ar e not alphab etic but a design , 
prayer or word written or stamped on this paper . Her e we have a seal , a variety 
of HandS (p . 643 and Index) . Seals comes in various s izes and shapes ; the p resent 
one a c ir cular piece of par chment f i t ting the bottom of the candle . By burning 
the candle a per s on releas es the seal from the candle s tump . S ometimes the can
dle is pres sed or molded into the smal l g lass container ca lled s too l by informant 
( see No . 2811 , p . 80 6 . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 700) , 9 50 : 5 . ] 

2809 . Git a high-power b lue aandle and write h is name on it seven times , and 
git a b ot t le of Jockey Club Perfume and roll in dere , and burn it five minutes 

three time a day . Say that will bring him back . 
HIGH-POWER CANDLE (What do you do wi th that perfume? ) 

Roll d e  candle in i t .  [See marg in- t i t les Rolling Cand le . ]  
(What time during the day d o  you burn that candle? ) 

S ix ,  twelv e , s ix .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 69 0) , 9 19 :  8 . ] 
EIGHT�DAY CANDLE 2810 . Take a candle and you pay a quar ter for it . 

( Take a candle . ) 
Pay 25¢ and it burns eight days . You set tha t candle for eight days and le t  i t 
burn , and in the eighth day h e ' ll get you a j ob ,  whe ther he done turn you off or 
not . He mayb e done turn you off , bu t by you burning that candle on the bossman , 
that will make him r ef lect  in his mind and take you back .  I ' ve s e en i t  happen . 

(I  s ee . What color candle would that be? ) 
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Be whit e .  
(White cand le . )  
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Yes t sir . [New Orleans t La . , ( 7 83) ,  1086 : 9 . ]  
2811 . Take a candle and burn i t  - a cer tain candle ther e you burn nine days , 

s ee .  That ' s  a long candle . Put in the party ' s  name , wri ting it nine times on 
th e candl e .  Burn the candle very s lowly nine days . As the 

NINE-DAY CANDLE c andl e  burns they get  weaker and weaker . They have ano ther 
[candle] j us t  abou t this long , sign the par ty ' s name backwards , 

cutting the end o f  the cand le o ff . S ign the par ty ' s name and burn i t  ups id e  
down . That ' s  to draw back. Like if  you have a woman or anything and i t  goes 
away , well that will draw her back . Well in eight days her mind will come back 
home . She will admit hers elf that she done wrong . 

Don ' t light  i t  from the end . You g enerally light - turn it  upside down , light 
it from the bo ttom .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (816) , 1156 : 2 . ] 

2812 . I f  a man i s  takin ' in money in busines s , it ' s  a cand le yo ' call s ixty
hour candZe . I t burns in a cup - yo ' cain ' t git ' em  heah - an ' yo '  ligh t dat 

candle . If  yo ' light i t  d is mawnin ' ,  yo '  ligh t it at six 
SIXTY-HOUR CANDLE a ' clo ck an ' it ' ll burn all day . I t ' ll burn f rom now ti ll in 

de mawnin ' , an ' when dat burns out ,  why yo ' don ' t burn 
anothah one d en fo ' ' bout two or three days . [This is a special time-skipping 
mag ic . ]  An ' d en af tah yo ' burn anothah one , why yo '  write a not e .  Yo ' write 
whut ch ew wish fo ' on d is note an ' yo ' s et i t  undah dat glass dat d is cand le is 
burnin ' on , an ' yo ' writ e ,  I IDe Name o f  de  Father , de S on an ' de Holy Ghos t , 1 I on 
dis papah . Well , yo ' fold this papah three times an ' yo ' place it undah this 
g lass wher e this candle is burnin ' . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh draw customer s .  

(Af t er you burn two o f  th em ,  you put this under the third candle , then? ) 
Yo ' burn i t  undah de same candle . But chew make yore wishes every time yo '  

light one . De firs t  candle yo ' make yore wish es whut chew want a  do , an ' de  s ec
ond candle yo ' make yor e wish , an ' d e candle yo ' put chew a no te . 

( This cand le is a litt le fat candle isn ' t i t? )  
Yeah , it ' s  a little yellah candle . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 24) , 27 20 : 2 . ] 
2813 . You write the Ou!' FatheT' PT'ayeT'. 
You wri te it down . Now after her writing the Ou!' Fathe T' PrayeT' down - you 

wr ite it  down wi th an indelible penc i l . You take th is man name . 
(The boss ' s  name . )  

BITE OFF CANDLE TOP AND BOTTOM And you writ e  i t  down nine times , but you write 
SUGAR AND CINNAMON ON ALTAR your first name firs t , then you write the boss

man ' s  name down there nine times , toward you . 
(I s e e .  You write th e names down over this prayer or near it or what ? )  

You wri te th is who le prayer . 
(Yes . And where do  you write the names? )  
On another piece of paper . 
( Oh l  All righ t , I und erstand . )  
On ano th er piec e  of paper . S ee ,  when you write this man ' s  name , wri te th e 

name down nine times , then you get you some c innamon , sugar , and you put that 
together . �et a white and b lue candle - �, white is for truth and blue is 
true . 

--(Whi t e  is for truth . ) 
And b lue is for true . 
(B lue is f or true . ) 
True and truth . 
( Oh ,  I see - one ' s true and one ' s  truth . )  
Yes , th en you take and you take the candles and you do that the same , like if 
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y o u  wa s go ing to court . See , that ' s  th e  - that ' s f or drawing ' em  in your favor . 
You take the c and le and you b i t e  i t  - th e  head of i t  o f f . 

(You mean that little ridge ? )  
Yes , you b i t e  that o f f . 
( You b i t e  that o f f . All r i gh t . ) 
Then you take the b o t t om- s ide of th is candl e and you b i te i t  o f f . Th en you 

take and you l ight thi s  candle . [ Ligh t  the new w ick . ] B e fore you ligh t i t , you 
put your name on ther e - you put your name and y ou put h is . Then s pr inkle s ug ar 
and cinnamon around that . L ike a al tar is here - well , you go t i t  r igh t there . 
You g o t  one b lue candle her e and t h e  whi t e  cand le there . Now y o u  g o t  b o th names . 
You g ot hi s name wri tt en on b o th cand les and your name wr i tten on b o th cand les . 
You ligh t them . 

(Y ou wri t e  the names j us t  once? ) 
Over his . 
(His once? ) 
No , you s ee ,  wri te hi s name - wr ite y our name f i rst . L ike my name i s  J ohn 

Hall , I pu t John HaZ Z  down ; and his nam e may be Alec Bruce , you put A Zec Bruce 
h er e .  John Ha l l-A lec Bruce , John Ha Z Z  - A lec Bruce - on th is cand le .  

(On the cand l e . ) 
But you g o t  the cand l e  ups id e  d own . Nine t imes . 
(Nine times . You turn that candle ups i d e  down? ) 
[ C onfus ion I Informant says nine times , I rep ea t nine times .  Nine times wha t ?  

Cand le ups id e d own? No . He f inally answer s my prec ed ing qu es t ion - you �rite 
the names jus t once . Th is is th e de layed exp lanation I j us t  mentio ned ( 2 7 50 ,  
p . 7 58) . Sometimes the de layed exp lanati on never comes ; at o ther times regard
l es s  o f  the closest at t ent ion to inf ormant ' s  though t and words , I mis s a nec es 
sary q ues t i on , or hav ing asked i t  forg et and fail to r epea t  i t . In In terviews 
s ec t ion la t er reader wi l l  b e  ab le to f o l low b e t t er f i eldwork ques tion prob lems . ]  

Ups ide down . Rememb er , you done b i t  i t  o f f  at b o th end s  and y ou got i t  up
s i de down when you light i t , s ee .  And you l ight thi s  candle and you pu t s ome 
stuff [melted wax ] where i t  wi l l  hold a little , and you pu t  s ome on the other -
do l ikewise on the o ther [ candle ] .  And th en you g et your sugar - spr inkle y our 
sugar and then sprinkle your c innamon . Let it come to like a head . [The base 
o f  the cand l e  s tand s in a coni cal mound of sug ar c overed with cinnamon . ]  We ll , 
[ as ]  i f  thi s  wax run down o f f  th is cand l e , i t ' l l run d own into thi s  sugar . S ee . 

I f you can prepare this before , s ay nine days [b efore you as k f or th e j ob ] , and 
do th is f o r  nine d ays s traigh t , you g o t  him [ the b o ss ] . You go to him and s i t  
down and talk t o  h im .  H e  may b e  a man o f  quick- sp eaking way - kind of rough
like . You ' ll f ind he won ' t  be so rough . You go to h im and h e ' ll s i t down and 
ta lk t o  you . He ' ll r eason that you can [ do the work . Us e ]  your sense o f  humor 
wi th him , you mor e than apt to get the j ob .  See . More so th an any o ther b o dy . 

( I  s ee . Now , I j us t  want to make th is thing s t rai gh t . Now , here ' s  the l i t t l e  
a l t ar . Her e ' s  your b lue candl e  here and th e whi t e  candle is here . )  

Yeah , the b lue and whi t e . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Th at ' s  f or g ood . Wh en ev er you want to do good you us e b lu e  and wh it e .  
(I t doesn ' t  make any d if feren c e  wh at s id e  o f  the altar they are on ? )  [ L e f t  or 

r igh t . Or , s ince a ltar faces eas t ,  no r th or s ou th s ide . ] 
Ei ther s ide . 
( Then you put th e sugar in the c enter ? ) 

Y ou pu t the sugar around the cand les . 
(Ar ound each cand le ? )  

Y eah , you j us t  - s e e  [ demons tra t es ] ,  th e cand l es i s  ab ou t that clo s e  toge th er 
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so that the b lue [melted wax ] wi ll mix with the white . 
(Whe re do you put the sugar - right where the cand les touch ? )  
You s ee ,  like this is one cand le here and here ' s  one righ t  here . We ll , you 

put the sugar around this candle ,  j us t  like that - b oth candles , j us t  like that , 
some going there and there , j us t  around , see . And as this white [wax ] run down , 
it ' ll run into thi s  [ sugar and ] cinnamon - it ' ll mix , and the b lue and white  can
d le wi ll - b oth will run right  into each other and mix wi th each other . See , 
wi ll run right down . That way when it goes down , it going to get warm ; we ll , it 
melts this sugar and cinnamon and it  commence to - it comes tog ether . 

(Now , this candle , you b i t e  off the head so that when you turn it upside down , 
it  will s tand up there ;  and you b ite of f the bot tom so that you can ligh t i t . I 
und er s tand , now . ) 

Y es , s ir . [New Orleans , La . , ( 820) , 118 2 :  5 . ] 
2814 . Take dey photograph , lak a photograph pi tahure [not a tintype ] , if yore 

ole man i s  away . Tuh bring him back , yo ' git a b lack candle an ' wri te hi s name 

GLASS OF WATER AND PHOTOGRAPH 
on de black candle ,  an '  put a glass of watah down 
' side de candle . Light de cand le an ' den lay his 
pi tchure ' s ide de candle , an ' let de cand le burn 

an ' yo ' make a wish . Dat ' s  tuh git  him back if he ' s  gone , if yo ' got his pit
chure .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 27 ) , 27 25 . ]  

2815 . Well , if you know the pers on that s tole , th at stole f rom you , all you 
have to do is t ake their name , you unders tand . And write it down nine times -

NAME FACE DOWN 
FOUR WHITE CANDLES 
INCENSE AND CHARCOAL 

write their name down nine times and turn it face down , 
you unders tand . And light you four whi te cand les on i t  
there and g et you s ome o f  this - g e t  you some incens e and 
a piece of that coal . 
( Coal - b lack coal? ) 

This little black coal they gives you with that when you b uys that - with that 
incense .  And light that incense .  You light that coa l [ char coal ] and th at in
cense will burn , you unders tand . And that incens e wi ll b urn over this name , you 
und er stand , underneath the candles . 

[ Since the incense b urns "over this name • • •  underneath the candles , "  it is evi
dent that th e incense container res ts on whatever the candles s tand . I sugges t 
that four candles with incense pot or lid in the center form the magia Quinaunx , 
I have mentioned s everal times . See aZso p . 7 l0 and Index . ] 

And in nine days that person ' ll come right back there and acknowledge to you 
that they took whatsomever they had taken f rom you . 

(That coal mus t be burned , though? ) 
That coal burns , y es sir . That coal b urns and burns that incense ,  see . [New 

Orleans , L a . , ( 850) , 1315 : 3 . ] 
2816 . (What oth er illus tration could you g ive me now , 
if they were burning a b lack candle on you? ) 

NAME ON CANDLE AND PAPER I f  they burning a black candle on you? Well , you 
take - go and g et you . 
(What do they do now? ) 

Take a b lack candle and a piece of yellow paper , wrapping paper , and th ey writ es 
th e  � down on it nine times , and then they writes the name of you on that 
candle , around that candle , and they wraps that pa�er around that candle and 
ligh t  i t . And as thi s  candle burns down , well , it s burning your name . Th ey 
calls it  to drag you - you ' ll suf fer with h eadaches and all th at s tuf f . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 842) , 12 7 7 : 3 . ]  

2817 . [Th ey ]  s ay that you take a b lack can ' le .  And you wr ite the name down 
on a piece of paper and you wrap i t  around that [ candle ] . You put it [ a  second 
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p aper wi th th e name ] in a t in plat e .  And t ake th is p ar ty ' s  pi tchure and turn i t  
ups id e  down , and b urn i t  [see lat er ] t o  this b la ck 

NAME UNDER AND AROUND CANDLE can ' le for nine d ays and g rad ' lly th is pers on wi ll 
mold [ or mol t ]  away . 

(You wri te th e name on that pap er once? ) 
Yeah . You pu t i t  [ cand le ]  on top of th e name and around th e name [ name around 

candle ] .  
No [ corre c t ing answer t o  my ques tion ] , you wri t e  the name on th er e nine t imes . 

You wr i t e  i t  nin e  times on one p iece and th ree times on the other p iece . 
(You use two p ieces o f  p ap er ? )  
One wr app ed around th e candl e  and one und er the candle . 
(Which has the nine times ? )  

The p aper und er the p lat e  sh ould h ave th e name on i t  nine times . 
[ The p aper wi th th re e names , wr app ed ab out cand le , b urns whi le candle burns ; 

the p ap er wi th nine names lies b en ea th th e p late on wh ich the candle s tands ; the
photog raph in your path of vis ion res t s  b ehind the cand le , though no t in th e 
p lat e , and can b e  either f ace-down on the s u r f a ce of what is being us ed for an 
al tar , or leaning h ead-down agains t s ome obj ec t .  Informant ' s  burn it to this 
b Zack can ' Ze cou ld b e  a s l ip of the tongue , but mor e likely the photograph is 
burning to the b l ack c andle - th e spi r i t  o f  the phot ograph and the sp ir it in the 
names under the plate symb o li cally or sympathetic al ly b urning wi th the sp irit 
name ab ou t the cand le . Natural ly , if the wo rd may be us ed , the t rip le- divided 
spi r i t  (see pp . 20-24) of th e vic t im does not b urn or die , it gradua lly des ert s  
t h e  b o dy o f  the dy ing p erson . ] [New O rleans , L a . , ( 813) , 1145 : 3 . ] 

2818 . Yo ' use the b lack candle . D ey  says yo ' git a lemon an ' yo ' us e cai
yanne pepp ah , yo '  u s e  b lack p eppah , an ' de name wrote b ackwards . Lak mah name is 

Vi ola , see - Dors ey ,  da t ' s  mah name . All right . Wel l , � 
BLACK OR GREEN writ e Dor sey Vio la . Each f orm d ey cros s i t .  De name ' s  b a ck
NAME BACKWARDS ward s , yo ' s ee ,  an ' yo ' put de cai-yanne p ep p ah  an ' a l l  kinds o f  

peppah an ' c u t  that lemon an ' pu t that down i n  there , yo ' see . 
An '  put it up side down , an ' yo ' put da t b lack c and le on dere . Dat kin b e  us ed 
f o ' br eakin ' up men an ' wimmin - yo ' see , lak a man is with ano th ah woman . Mah 
husb an ' would b e  wit anoth ah woman an ' h e wus t ryin ' tuh f o ' saken me an ' ah ' d  
b r eak d em  up . We ll , yo ' kin use a b lack c and le an ' [ or ]  yo ' kin us e a gr een 
c andl e  - d at ' s  f o ' sweetenin ' ,  yo ' see . An ' yo ' us e dat ups ide down - ' s t ead o f  
usin ' de s t em  [wick ] yo '  use it up s id e  down an ' l igh t d a t  candle into a tin cup , 
yo ' see , but d own in dat lemon - an ' d e  name d own in de lemon . 

(Whos e name would you wri te? Your husb and ' s  name in there and this woman ' s  
name? B o th ? )  

Yes , b u t  writ e  ' em backwards an ' crossways . S ee , heah ah come [ demons trates ] .  
Lak it ' s  me , yo ' s ee , ah come s tr aigh t . Heah de husb an '  r ight cros s d er e , b ut i t  
a ll mus t  be b ackward s .  Let d e  l as ' name b e  d e  f i rs t , an ' d e  firs t name b e  las ' . 

(How long do you burn that cand le on there ? )  
Wel l , you b urn tha t candl e .  Dey s upp osed tub burn it nine days - nine day s  

dat ' s  tuh b reak ' em  up . 
( Do you light it any parti cular time? Put i t ou t any p arti cular t ime? ) 
Wel l , no , she go es out her s e lf . N ow , yo '  s e e  yo ' light that ligh t at six 

a ' c lock . She suppos ed tuh b urn f rom s ix tuh s ix ,  yo ' s e e , if i t ' s  no t too warm , 
or no t too mu ch air da t wou ld g i t  t o  i t . S e e , burn it from s ix tuh six an ' if 
yo '  wanted t o , j es '  keep it on till it burn , unt il it s ix in d e  night . She burn 
it from six dat mawnin ' t i ll d at night . Sh e  put it ag in at s ix in d e evenin ' an ' 
keep a ' g oin ' till dos e nine days is up . 

( You s ay that you would us e a green c andle i f  you want ed to break them up ? )  
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That ' s  fo ' saken ' em .  
( And you use a black cand le i f  you want t o  d o  what? ) 
Tuh b reak ' em  up , too . Dat ' s  breakin ' up , too ; gr een an ' b lack . Dat ' s  right . 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 1568) , 2878 : 4 . ] 
2819 . They could take dat handwri ting an ' g it some red ink - g it a bo ttle a 

red ink and wri te chure same wri ting . Take o f f  whut chew got wrote dere - � 
dat o f f , see , wi t red ink on d e  b ack d e  let ter whut chew 

RED CANDLE - RED INK done wro te on dis s ide . Hi t kin be turned over an ' b e 
DRAW - BLOOD wrote ovah agin wit red ink . 

(On the back s ide - but you have to trace j us t  what they 
wrote on the other s ide? ) 

That ' s  right . Yore words have tuh b e  traced o f fa there wi th that red ink .  
[ I f  you receive a lett er in b lack ink , turn the sheet over and on the r everse 

side trace the le tter in red ink . You wi ll be writing backwaFds . The so-called 
writing of names backwards is merely a magic exchange o f  two ob j ec ts - firs t and 
las t names - one behind the othep vers ion . By turning the b ack of the letter up
side down you can by tracing also write upside down . ] 

Then a red cand le - take yor e let ter an ' yore name is already on de  letter -
take de lettah and t ake de  red cand le and wrap de candle up with de le t ter all de 
[way ] roun ' . An ' wrap it [ demons trates ] all de  roun ' lak dat - j es t  leave out a 
point of  d e  candle , but de candle is covered up wi t de letter . An '  d e  individual 
make dere wish whu t would happen tuh yo ' ,  even e f  yo ' s  on a switch engine or some 
kinda brakeman or eng ine ' or somepin lak dat e Whatsomever dey say ,  dey j es '  wish 
dat train ' ud wreck - dey wish somepin would happen tuh yo ' , you ' d  fall o f f  de 
engine or s omepin like dat e Dat same thing will happen tuh yo ' .  Ligh t  dat can
dle an ' burn dat candle t en minutes every day twelve ' clock unt il de le tter and 
de candle is  burnt , an ' somepin other will happen to de parties whut wrote dis 
letter . 

(At twelve o ' clock noon or at midnight . )  
Noon in de dayt ime . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 2) , 9 27 : 5 . ] 
2 8 20 . To burn a b lack candle - they takes a black candle - they burns a black 

candle when they ' s  - like if you going get - like you done got arres ted . You 
unders tand what I mean? 

THREE TIMES BACKWARDS (I got arres ted? ) 
You got arres ted - the policeman done arres t you ,  you 

unders tand . Now ' fore your trial come up , well they ' ll carry - s ome of  your 
people , you know , go to this hoodoo doctop and he ' ll take th is b lack cand le and 
take the j udge ' s  and the policeman name and write that - you understand , writ e  
tha t down three times . Af ter they wr i te that down .  

(On what ? )  
On a piece o f  paper - tab let , you know , a clean she et o f  paper . Write that 

down th ree times backward . They ' ll put it undernea th of the candle and put i t  in 
a cup . And put it underneath of  the candle and se t  th is candle on top of that 
cup and light it  two or two and a half days b ef ore the trial come up . You under
s tand , j us t  b ef or e  the trial come up . And then when the trial do come up , the 
policeman ,  he more than apt to appear agains t you . You unders tand . S ee , even i f  
he do app ear against you , he ' ll b e  with you and the j udge will dismiss you . [New 

Orleans , La . ,  ( 850 ) , 1313 : 10 . ] 
NAME THREE TIMES AROUND CANDLE 2821 . Yes , it make fuss and troub le .  Well , 

they ' d write  your name on that candle . Take a 
b lack candle and wri te your name on it - into that  candle - thr ee t imes ar ound 
each s ide of it . And they ' d  light that candle , and when tha t cand le i s  lit -
when that  candle burn down ,  you suffer wi th a mis erab le headache , and it  goes 
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down with the candle . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 30 ) , 1233 : 3 . ] 
2822 . And de red can t le ,  i f  it ' s  s omebody off dat ch ew would want d em  to 

come , wal yo ' burn dat red can t le . Yo ' take de red can t le and you wri te dem 
folks name , who s omever de name be ' s , and you 

NAME FIVE TIMES wri te dere names on dere five times , yo '  see -
SWEET O IL - HONEY - BROWN SUGAR you wri te it round , see . 

(Just s traigh t around , j us t  like a r ing ? )  
Dat ' s  righ t , five times , and den you take a teaspoonful o f  sweet oil and a tea
spoonful of honey and a teaspoonful of b rown sugar [ three ingredients ] and put i t  
tog ether i n  a bowl - j es t  a little neat bowl , and put de  can t le down in dere and 
j es r  burn dat can t le . In five days time de folks you wanta see wi ll be dere . 

(Do you burn that a t  any special time? ) 
Yassuh , yo ' burn i t  s ix ' clock each morning . Dat ' s  all . [Mob i le ,  Ala . , 

(69 2) , 924 : 4 . ] 
2823 . Wi th your water - they can take your wat er and put it in a bot tle and 

they would b oil i t , and they could pu t [ in ]  that s te e l  dus t and that lodes tone . 
That lodes tone and s tee l dus t is a powerful thing . They can put that in there 

URINE BOTTLED 
NAME ON LABEL SEVEN TIMES 

and they can take that can [b ottle]  wi th that water 
and keeps i t  in a corner and put your � on it -
write your name seven times . 
(On what ? )  

Seven times and wrap i t  around the bottle , you see , and keep i t  in the corner , 
and burn a b lack candle on i t . S ee . 

(And what will that do? ) 
Well , that ' s  to keep yore mind - run you , you know , crazy-like . You see , your 

mind be all ups et , you unders tand . 
(What did you say they do with that water?  Jus t b o t tle it  up , you say? ) 
You take that wat er and you put it  in a b ottle and you boil i t . [New Or leans , 

L a . , ( 823) , 1190 : 3 . ] 
2 824 . Wr ite a person ' s  � on a piece of paper nine t imes for them to come 

to s tay ,  and put it in a saucer and light a red candle , or a b lue for true love 

NINE TIMES 
for them to come . That ' s  their way . If you ditch him and you ever 
s ee him with some - they happen to be with somebody else , you get 
you a b lack candle and write his name on a piece of paper and put 

that cand le in that saucer and lay that - lay him right under it . And if [ as ]  
th is candle molt down , that person ' ll molt - that ' s  a [ say ] dry up and molt away . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 79 8) , 1114 : 2 . ] 

2825 . When yo '  wants tuh bring one back - dey gone an ' yo '  wants dem tuh git 
back . Well , den yo ' go tuh wo rk den an ' g i t  a candle , an ' have dis name wrote 

NINE TIMES BACKWARDS 
nine times backwards - no t cor rect writ in " backwards yo ' 
s ee . An ' put it undah d e  candle an ' ligh t d e  candle , an '  
let de cand le burn till one a ' clock . Yo ' light it  at 

twelve an ' let it  burn t i ll one , yo ' see . An '  den if  he ' s  away , when da t candle 
burn out h e ' ll be back , yo ' s e e .  

(What kind of candle would you u s e  in a case like that? ) 
In a case lak dat why yo ' use one of des e heah red candles . [Algiers , La . , 

( 1 575) , 289 8 : 2 . ] 
2826 . (What would they do if they got my photograph? )  

Well , your photograph - this her e  - of cours e they don ' t use thos e tintypes no 

SPIRAL WRITING 
more . But you could take your photograph like that . You could 
take a candle . Jus t like if you want to do evil , well you could 
take a b lack cand le ;  if you want p eace or love , well you take a 

b lue or green candle . You take that cand le and you take a pin , s tar t from the 
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top and you wri te her name coming down , all the way around ,  coming down until you 
get to the bottom .  [Demons trates . ]  

(You writ e her name righ t around it with this p in .  You scra tch h er name on 
that cand le righ t down like a barb er ' s  pole , down to the bo ttom . ) 

Yeah . Then af ter you g et it [written ] , you g et a little small can - get a 
li ttle small can like that and you put i t ,  the cand le down in that . 

(What color candle are you us ing now? ) 
Us ing a green one . 
( A  g reen one . All right . )  
And you take it and you put i t  down in there - j us t  ab out a half of that cup

ful of water . [Wat er is in the can . ] You taken her pictur e - don ' t put it wher e  
i t  could catch af ire , bu t s et it over that and you ligh t that candle . Well , that 
candle wil l  burn . Just  like you s et it at nine - that ' s  if you want her to b e  on 
a gpief about you - you s et that candle at nine and you take it of f at twelve . 
Put that candle out . But whi ls t  you got  that cand le burning , you have her photo
graph turned down r ight over that . 

(Now wait a minute . That photograph is in f ront of th e can? Outside? ) 
Yes , j us t  set it over there wh ere i t  wouldn ' t cat ch fire from the heat from 

the cand le .  
(Wait a minut e .  Th e pho to isn ' t  over the can? ) 
No . 
(It ' s  leaning agains t the can? ) 
Leaning toward the cand le [but  against can] . 
( And h er picture is ups ide down? ) 
Tha t ' s  right . 
(All righ t • ) 
Then you take it . 
( You light it at nine in the morning and nine at night ? )  
Nine in the morning and at twelve o ' clo ck in the day you take it out . And you 

light it at nine o ' clock [ in the morning ] and at twelve o ' clock , you puts it out . 
(All right . Then what ? ) 
That puts  her on a gPief. Then you change that pi cture . Every morning you 

do that f or three morning - thr ee nines and three twe lves .  S ee .  
( How do you mean , you change that picture? ) 
Jus t like i f  you got it turned bot tom upwards , then you take th at pi cture and 

turn in cr os sways .  
( S id eway s ? ) 
Jus t like that . Yes . 
(Each day . )  
Yeah , f irst  nine [ in the morning ] you have it bot tom upwards , s econd nine you 

got i t  crossways , and thr ee [ third ]  nine you got it straight up again . 
(Head down? ) 
Yes . 
( Every day you turn that picture a differ ent way in f ront of the can? ) 
In front of the candle . 
(You turn it three times because you are burning it  three days ? )  
Three days . 
(All right . Go ahead . )  
Then aft erward s you take it out . Af ter you take th e three days out , well you 

take th is p icture every day at twelve o ' clock for seven days at twe lve o ' c lock . 
You read the prayers - j us t  like you take th e morning prayer s , �, o f  Moses -
th e prayer of - any kind of prayer - "The Lord be our Shepherd" - and we ll then , 
you read that pr ayer every day at  twelve o ' clock .  
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put the candle out? ) ( Is this before you put the candle out or af ter you 
No , you hain ' t got the candle burning a ' tall , then . 

pi ctur e - you j us t  praying to . 
You j us t  reading to that 

(At twelve o ' clock af ter you put the candle out ? )  
Yes . 
Th en , regardles s o f  where that woman at , she is worried - she ' s  worried , she 

coming b ack to you . [New Orleans , La . , ( 829) , 1233 : 2 . ] 

NAME NINE TIMES 
BARBER-POLED ON CANDLE 

BURNED IN OLIVE OIL 

2827 . Well , if dey wanta git chew down - if yo ' doing 
all right and ain ' t bother ing nobody and a person 
b eg rudg e yo ' s  gettin ' along , dey ' ll burn b lack can ' les . 
Dey ' ll take dose b lack can ' les and dey ' ll git chure full 
name and d ey write yore full name nine t imes around dat 

can ' le - wr ite i t  s traigh t like d is [d emons tra tes ] ,  and turn it around and den 
write it  like dis , and turn it around an ' write it  like dat . Write it nine times 
around de can ' le .  

(Jus t a moment now . Here ' s  the candle up and down . I write the name acro s s  
like that . Th en I turn the cand le ups ide down and then write  it  across like 
that . )  

Up and down de candle . It ' s  gen ' lly like dis [ demons trates ] - write it  down 
like dis and d en turn i t  up and wri te i t  like dat all d e  way around . Nine times . 

( Like a b arber ' s  pole . Only , you write i t  down and then you turn the candle 
upside down and wri te it the other way - [ each time] around like a b arber pole . )  

Y es s i r .  
[The names are wri tten up the candle and then down the cand le ,  four names one 

way and f ive the other . The candle is s lowly twis ted as the names are scratched 
and t urned ups id e  down only once . ]  

And den yo '  put dat can ' le in s ome olive oil  and kerosene and put dis olive 
oil and kerosene in s ome kind of deep can where it be j es t  about half full . And 
j es t  burn dat can t le out until h it down to dat oil in dat can , and da t wil l  make 
de person - whos omever dat chew hate or anything lak dat - make ' em j es '  git  down 
in hard luck and no way dey do d ey can ' t  g i t  no kind of break a tall - on de  beg
g ing lis t you might say , j es t  be down .  See , dat ' s  what chew call putting a per
son on [ o ff ] d ey feet - chew know , cJ:roagging 'em , making 'em cJ:roag. 

(Now , you only burn one candle for  that - one black candle? ) 
One . 
(Do you burn that at  any special time or j us t  any old time? ) 
Burn it at nine ' clock at night . 
(And how long do you let it burn? ) 
Lets it  burn five minu tes at a time . Until it burns clean on out - like you 

burn it f ive minutes tonight , de next night chew burn it five minutes , and every 
night for five minutes , until it gi ts eat en down wit dat oil . [Mob i le , Ala . , 
( 6 9 2 ) , 9 24 : 2 . ]  

2828 . Well , you g et 
name , the j udge ' s  name , 

THREE NAMES AND CANDLES 
CUP OF WATER 

the name of the policeman that , rres ted you . Take his 
and the district attorney ' s  name . You write i t  nine 

t imes on a p iece of writing paper with ink that never 
has b een used . Buy you a bot tle o f  ink and a new pen , 
and you wri te their names nine times . You write your 
name nine times over that . You under s tand ? You get 

you s ome honey and put it in a s aucer and you burn it  with those candles . You 
take those whi t e  candles , three of ' em ,  and cut the tip off and turn ' em  bottom 
up upon there and let thos e candles burn out . 

(When do you do this ? )  
You d o  this like if  you got arres ted today and you get a subpoena to go to 
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court next week . You do that three days b ef ore you go . And the morning you ' ve 
got to go to c ourt , you go to the hyd rant ,  or pump o r  well , whatever you got , 
wherever i t  b e ,  and you catch you a cup of wa ter . And you s tart out the gat e ,  
have that cup o f  water - and you ' re fa cing th e s treet - throw i t  over your left 
shoulder and make your wish and never look back , j us t  keeping on go ing to the 
cour t house and you ' ll get dis charged . [ New Or leans ,  La . ,  ( 85 1) , 1319 : 1 . ] 

2829 . I f  yo '  git  de names o f  thos e p ersons - i f  yo '  know de names of d e  ones 
yo ' think s tealed it , well yo ' write their names nine times and wri te chure ' s 

NAMES CROSSED 
CUP OF WATER 

across it . 
(What do you write it on? ) 
Yo ' write  i t  on a p lain piece o f  pap er , whit e  paper - wr it e  the 
name nine t imes . Writ e  chure ' s across it an ' then yo '  take it  

an ' gi t chew a cup o f  c lar ' water and �ut it down in that wat er . S ee .  An' � 
put a can t le on top of i t . I f  yo ' don t put de can t le on it , yo '  take it an ' 
put i t  in yo re lamp . Y o '  have a oil lamp , an ' put i t  down in that lamp an ' keep 
that lamp continuous ly burning on top of i t , and dat ' ll worry ' em  so - with that 
name on there it ' ll worry ' em s o , they ' ll have tuh come back and they ' ll conf es s 
to yuh . 

(That they have s tolen this ? )  
Th at they have s tnle . They ' ll come to y o ' . [Mob i le ,  Ala . , (688) , 9 5 7 : 2 . ] 
2 830 . You can take th eir name and they wi ll move . Cross th eir name with the 

name of the landlord ; that wi ll make the landlord c ross with them and he make 

NAMES CROSSED 
FIVE AND NINE TIMES 

them mov e .  
(How do you d o  that ? ) 
You take the landlord ' s  name and you wr i te it nine times , 
you underst and . Take the p er son that lives in that hous e ,  

write their name across i t  five times . Burn that underneath a b lack candle . 
That will make them move . [New Orleans , La . , ( 854) , 13 46 : 3 . ] 

283 1 .  Wel l , dey [hoodoos ] t ake d es e  candles see , and d ey would wri te chur e 
name on ' em , or let chew wri t e  yore name on a p i ece o f  paper , or eithe r  let de 
one whu t d is like yo ' or something like dat , let d em  writ e  chure name on a piece 

NAME FOLDED THREE WAYS 
of paper . Well , d ey take d is paper and fo ld i t  three 
d ifferent ways [see 2812 , p . 806 ] . 
( Roll i t ? ) 

No , dey f o ld it  like - see [demons trates ] ,  yo ' f o ld it  dat way but yo ' b e  fo lding 
it f rom you all de time . Fold i t  dat way and yo ' fold it  this way . Then yo ' 
turn it ovah and fo ld i t  agin , and put it togeth er and s et de candle on top of 
i t . [See comment lat er . ] Well , d en yo ' light dat candle .  Well ,  a f t er de nine 
days is over - d ey burns it nine days for nine mawnin ' s  - a fter de nine mawnin ' s  
ovah , d en yo ' ll d ie .  

(What kind of candles do they burn? ) 
Well , some of ' em  d ey tell me is a b lack cand le .  
(When do you light that candle in the morning ? )  
Dey t ell me dey have certain t imes of de morning tuh ligh t  i t . 
(Do you know what time? ) 
No , ah don ' t  know . 
[ The preceding folding means : ( 1) f o ld one p iece of paper from you , making 

two folds w ith name ins id e them ; ( 2 )  turn once- folded paper clo ckwis e ,  away from 
you , and again fo ld f rom you , ob taining four folds ; and ( 3) turn clockwis e this 
twice-fold ed paper , producing eight fo lds . Thes e folds are now press ed toge ther . 
Symbo lica lly , the name is c omplet ely enclosed , boxed in or s quared in , its sp ir i t  
unab le t o  escap e .  Symb o lical also are the eigh t folds or squa res and name , which 
equal numb e� nine ; while candle s tanding above name repeats the nine - a doub le 
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nine . The th ird symb o l  i s  the f o ld ed , actually cross ed and aposs ed name c ent er ed 
among four p aper corners , thu s creating a qu incunx ( see 2 7 9 9 , p . 80 2 ; p . 7 l0 ,  and 
e ls ewhere ) . S ince c andle ab ove name also crea t e s  a qu incunx , we have a doub le 
quincunx or one quincunx sup er imposed over the o ther . ]  [Mob i l e , Ala . , ( ? ) , 
9 5 1 : 8 . ] 

2 8 3 2 .  Yo '  take an ' g i t  chew a cand le an ' y o ' g i t  chu r e  lan ' lor d ' s  name . Yo ' 
f in '  ou t d e  enemy whu t ' s  ' g ins t yo ' . Yo ' take an ' g i t  chew a bran ' -new t ab le t , 

OUTLINE OF FINGERS WITH NAMES 
ON WHICH CANDLES BURNED 

linen tab l et without de li t t le lines . Yo ' g i t  
chew a b ran ' -new inde lib ins [ ind elib le ]  penci l  
[ occasiona l ly ca l l ed inde liaate ] ,  a bran ' -new 
penc i l  have nevah b een u s ed . Yo '  pull up yore 

s leeve an ' j e s '  draw [ demons trate s ]  from he ah righ t roun ' disaway - f ing er s . 
(Ou t l ining th e fing ers o f  your hand r igh t on this t ab le t . ) 

Yas . Right on de t ab l e t  clean roun ' to d e  j ' ints he ah , a l l  righ t  up dis way . 
( Right up to th e wr is t . )  

Den , af tah yo ' g i t y o re h an '  d rawed o ff , yo ' s tart markin ' from yore thum ' to 
d e  j ' ints of yore f ing ers , wi t li t t l e  x ' s  wit de lead penC i l , an ' den f o l low 
b eh in ' ' em wi t d e  ind elib ins p enci l .  In d e  pa ' m  of yo ' han ' yo ' put f o ' lines 
or f ive lines [ for five f ing ers ] .  Yo ' g i t  a l l  yo ' enemi es '  names dat is ' gins t 
yo ' . Yo ' pu t ' em cros s yore lines d at way . Den yo ' pu t yore lan ' lord up heah 
cros s d es e  f o '  fing ers . Yo ' p lace yore name on top of i t to d e  hee l of yope 
han ' • 

( Your name wi l l  cros s at right ang les - cross a ll thos e  names , making the f orm 
o f  an "X" like that . In a cros s ? ) 

Y eah , yo ' s ee [ demons t rates ] d i s away . Da t ' s  de way i t  work . D em ' s  de lines . 
Yor e lan ' lord heah , yo ' en emy ' s  h eah . D en y ou t ake yore name an ' d r aw i t  righ t 
th ro ugh d e  midd l e  of i t  dat away , righ t down dis way to de hee l  of yOP8 han ' .  

Den yo ' g i t  ch ew a cand le an ' g i t  chew a papah of g o ld-ey e  needles . 
(What kind of candle do you g et ?  What color? ) 
Red . G i t  red . 
Yo ' g i t  chew a papah of g o ld-ey e  needles , a papah o f  large pins . Git chew 

nickel wuth new t en-p enny nai ls . Yo ' j es '  s et yo re cand le down an ' d en yo ' take 
yo ' a p air p li er s an ' grip dos e ne ed les an ' shov e ' em  through an ' make cros ses in 
' em  [ cand les ] dataway f rom de s t em  to de b o t tom , mix ' em up with d e  needles an ' 
p ins .  Den yo ' ligh t  chur e cand le ov ah dat han ' o n  d e  d r es s er o r  wa sh-s tand 
[which be come an a l tar ] , s omep in lak d a t , or a cent er tab le , an ' s e t i t  down dat 

way . [Al l of this is d emons trat ed . ]  D en yo ' make yore wishes . Wh en yo ' g i t  
ready t uh pu t  d e  cand le out , don ' t  b low i t  out , yo ' ket ch it an ' p inch i t  to yo ' .  
Yo ' burn i t  from f iv e tuh ten tuh f i f t een minut es . I t  goes up eve ' y  mawnin ' ,  
don ' t y o ' s e e , unt i l  i t  b urns out . In d e  mean t ime when de c and le s  is b urnin '  an '  
d e n eedles an ' pins is f al lin out , leave ' em lay dere t i ll de c and le burn down . 
An '  den j oo got chure lan ' lord . 

( Th ey can ' t mov e  you ou t of the hous e? ) 
Nawsuh , dey c ain ' t mov e  yuh . 
( D o  you l ight th is candle at any par ti cular t ime? )  
Y assuh , yo ' mu st l ight it on a t ime . Yo ' s ee , yo ' mus ' ligh t  i t  in d e  mawnin ' 

wh en de sun r is in ' . See , when de sun ris in ' y o ' ligh t chur e cand le an ' yo ' b urn 
i t . Yo ' s t art at f ive minu t e  up , as high as yo ' wanta go , t ub  twenty minute or 
twen ty- five minut e ,  yo ' s ee .  An ' d en yo ' s e t  d er e  an ' make yore wish es as de 
c and le burn . Ho ld yor e wat ch on yor e  cand le or yore c lock , so yo ' won ' t delay 
i t  none - yo ' s ee ,  yo ' won ' t run ovah yore minut es . Yo ' s ee ?  Always p u t  it on , 
on de exac t minut e .  When d e  five minut es is ou t , pu t i t  out ; o r  d e  t en minute s 
i s  out , put i t ou t . Don ' t b low i t  out . T ake yor e f ing ah or yor e thurn ' an ' ' p i t  
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[ sp i t ] an ' lay it on de s t em  [wick] an ' pinch it ovah to yo ' - b reak i t  off to 
yo ' dat way, see .  Den yo ' got him . 

(How long do you burn this cand le? Until it burns all the way down? )  
Till it burns all d e  way down . Yo ' burn two an ' dat ' s  all . [For out line of 

hand or fingers , see 19 88 , p . 5 83 & Index . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1566) , 2 86 6 : 10 . ] 
2833 . Red candle on a person - I write their � down on a piece of paper 

and I burn that paper to ashes and I put i t  in a containe r .  An d  I light  that 
cand le and drip that wax down until I can sit  the candle 

NAME BURNED TO ASHES in the middle of the ashes , and I light the candle and 
that candle burns down into the ashes . Well I do that 

for nine days on that per son and that pers on is suppos ed to get cut and los e 
blood . And if you do the same thing with a b lack candle it  should result in the 
p erson ' s  death . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 73) , 15 76 : 9 . ] 

2834 . Well , the f irs t thing you would do , you would ge t  s ome s altpeter and 
sugar and Eagle Lye . And you scrub tha t house with it to dispel all evil that 

has b een there from people that moved out - j inxes , as you ' d  call 
BROKEN CANDLE i t .  Af ter s crubbing it wi th that , take a white candle and break 

it in half , not so it f alls to pieces , and you burn that candle 
and let it  burn out . 

[To br eak anything often frees the spirit  within . B reaking here r eleases the 
power f as ter . In some cases it might doub le the power . ]  

And a fter you ' ve done that you will get you s ome garlic , three pods of  gar li c ,  
and some lodes tone perfume . 

(What is lodes tone perfume ? )  
There is p er fume that you can buy from dealers that sell all this  John de 

Conquer. 
( I  s ee ,  you can buy this lodes tone [perfume ] . All right , go ahead . )  
And you put that in the wat er , and you burn the garlic peel , and you put a 

teaspoon o f  sugar in that , and s crub the house with i t . And within three days 
that hous e would be ready - within the amount o f  pods of garli c  that you put in , 
which was three pods of garlic . Well , within thr ee days that hous e should b e  
rented . [Memphis , T en n . , ( 9 7 3) , 157 4 : 2 . ] 

2835 . Dey b aptize  ' em  in alcohol . Baptize three of ' em  in alcohol .  Them are 
tuh kill yo ' • 

(You have to have two or three - you have to have three black candles in this 
alcoho l .  How do you baptize them? ) 

Tie ' em  together an ' p o '  yo ' alcohol in somepin an ' 
baptize ' em . I f yo ' want dose b lack candles tuh kill 

BAPTIZE THEM IN ALCOHOL s omeb ody , yo ' let ' em  burn down to de end . 
(How do you us e them? ) 
S et ' em  all afiah at once , thos e three , an ' make yore 

wish who it ' s  on an ' write their name , an ' turn they name down to de tab le ,  an ' 
s et dem cand les . 

(Write the name on three p ieces of  paper and put a candle on each p iece of 
paper . ) 

Turn de name down , den put de candle an ' let ' em burn down to the bottom of 
de candle . Won ' t  know whut dey did [what hit them] . I t ' ll kill ' em . Dey ' ll 
die . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 89 7 ) , 1469 : 10 . ] 

283 6 . [Examp les of foot-rolling an obj ect  have and 
ROLL CANDLE IN LUCKY POWDER will be given . What fo llows are a f ew  ri tes in 

hand rolling candles . See Rolling , in Index . ]  
Somebody to stay with yuh , somepin like that - [you ] has a friend and yo ' don ' t 
want to get r id of ' em . Yo ' g it de luaky powder , yo ' git de pink candle . You 
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write th e person ' s  � on it and yo ' roll it in this Zu�ky powder . Yo ' light 
that candle and yo '  b urn it fo ' nine mo rnings - an h our . 

(Wh en do you ligh t that candle? ) 
Any t ime in de morning but j es t  don ' t  b urn i t over an hour - j es '  any t ime in 

de morning . 
( Th en what do you do? ) 
Yo ' b low it out . 
(Well , then wh at ? Any th ing els e  yo ' do ? Noth ing else yo ' know [ ab ou t ]  bu t  

j us t  use the lucky powder? Wha t  i s  that s uppos ed to do? ) 
That will keep a man from leaving yo re home . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 7 ) , 9 4 6 : 2 . ] 
2 8 3 7 . I f  you wants to run a p erson 'way from yo ' , yo ' go ahead and g i t  chew 

a b lack cand l e .  Wr i t e  dere name on dat b l ack c andle , yo '  s ee .  Yo ' cut der e  name 

ROLL IN SALT 
on dat b lack cand le - se e , let be s even or nine times on dat b lack 
candle . An '  roll dat black candle in sal t and burn it f i ft een 
minutes , and dat wi l l  run ' em  away f rom yo ' - d a t  runs ' em ,  dey 

can ' t  s tay it atall . 
(Jus t b ur n one candle . Any special t ime did you say ? ) 
S e t  i t  at s ix ' c lock in de morning an ' burn it f if t een minutes - s ee , b urn dat 

candle f i f t een minutes . Well , den at twelv e ' clock yo ' burn it fi f t een minutes 
again . Six ' clock fif teen minutes to g o  on . 

We l l , all righ t , ah ' m goin ' t ell yo ' dis ' gin now . Yo ' s e t  i t  in d e  mornin ' 
f if t een minut es six ' clock and let i t  b urn and quarter pas t s ix fi f t een minutes 
an ' twe lve ' clock yo ' wanta burn it fif teen minutes ' gin - s e e . Dat ' s  uh hal f  
a hour an ' d en  s ix ' clo ck i n  de evenin ' yo ' b urn i t  f i f teen minu tes agin , yo '  
s ee .  Dat ' s  three-quarters o f  a hour gone , s ee . Wel l , an ' d e  thi rd day d ey gone 
in de air - d ey c an ' t  stay . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 56 ) , 9 3 6 : 5 . ] 

283 8 . Wh i t e  cand l es or blue candles for peace ; black candles for danger or 
for to ki ll you or to run you cra zy or something like dat . 

P IN S  IN BLACK CANDLE S 
ROLLED IN PEPPER AND SALT 

( Jus t how would they burn them? How do you mean th ey 
bum th em? ) 
We ll , they s ay that they kin s ti ck pins in black can
d les and ro ll them in pepp er and salt and burn them 

at seven o ' clock in the morning , you know , or e leven o ' clock - s ome [ uneven ] hour 
l ike that , eleven or s even in the morning and the s ame at night . That will run 
you crazy or con fus e you or some thing of the kind . Tha t ' s  a b lack candle . And 
the whi t e  one , they s ay you spr inkl e them with sug ar and b urn them - you knoW:
a t  the h ours o f  s even- elev en , or a b lue cand le fo r lov e .  Ah ' ve heard th at . 
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 0 7 ) , 9 7 1 : 1 . ] 

2839 . (Well , how d o  they b urn thos e  b lack candl es on you? How do they do 
that ? )  

Wel l , tho s e  b lack candles , you t ake th em and ro ll them in saltpeter , and cay
enne pepper , and cook [ ing ] - tab l e  salt . You roll th em good in th er e but you 

ROLLING - CALLING - CURSING 
SALT - CAYENNE P EPPER - SALTPETER 

dampen this c and le ' fore you , ' fore you do 
that . You dampen i t  j us t  a li t t le b i t  - you 
know , j u s t  pass the rag ov er i t , dampen i t . 
(Wi th water ? )  

Yes , wi th a little damp rag , you know , s o  i t ' ll s t i ck t o  i t . Just ro l l  it good -
roll i t  good and then you light it , you light i t and burn it . Don ' t put i t out -
j us t  let it burn all day . Jus t burn a l l  day and you ' ll j us t  wo rry tha t p er s on s o  
that he ' ll j us t  - h e  don ' t know [wha t ] h e  do , almos t wanta ki ll hiss elf . 

(Well , how do you know whom that candle is f or? ) 
You call their name and be curs ing them , what you want to h appen to ' em - want 

' em  go and j ump overb oard . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 79 ) , 9 74 : 4 . ] 
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2840 . Ah t o le yo ' ah said , if you want ed a p er son tuh come to yuh in peace , 
s aid yo' take dat candle and yo '  ro ll i t  in sug ar . S ee .  

(What candle? ) 

PINK OR WHITE CANDLE 
ROLLED IN SUGAR FOR PEACE 

Well , yo' take a pink candle and a whi te candle and 
yo' kin roll tha t in sugar , and on dos e  cer t ain hours 
y o '  burn i t  - j es '  like d e  woman d id for to bring d e  
f ellah b ack .  
Now ,  if you wanta worry a person or j es t  like a p er

son want ed to do harm to a per s on or kill a person ,  d ey take a b lack c and le and 
yo ' burn dat b lack cand le at nigh t . Take a j et b l ack candl e  and put i t  in yore 
room and yo '  burn it s lowly at night , s ee .  An '  when dat b lack cand le burn out 
that makes a per son go down - a b lack candle . 

Bu t if you wants peace , yo ' take a pink or white candle and yo '  roll it in 
sug ar , and whoever name yo' want it to burn on you wri te it wi th de name back
wards - d e  las t name yo' wr i t e  it f irs t , th ree times around de candle . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 6 88) , 9 56 : 1 . ] 

284 1 . Then ah have s een a cand le burning . Ah went to a girl ' s  hous e and she 
was showing me . She took pins - she took nine pins and s tuck ' em  in dis c and le 

s lant down and rolled it in sugar . 
PINS SLANTED INTO WHITE CANDLE 
ROLLED IN SUGAR FOR PEACE 

(How do you mean s lant down? ) 
Jes ' - and dey s tuck dos e pins all around d e 
c andles - s lant . 

( Oh ,  s tuck them down into 
down into the cand le . )  

the candle b ut the head p art was up and the p in went 

Th en sh e r o lled i t  in sugar , the whole candle in sug ar , and every night at a 
cer tain time she s ay sh e burnt this candle . 

(Wh at co lor was that cand le ? ) 
I t  was a whi t e  candle . I t  was for peace in d e  home and to bring her husb and 

with her and make them get along . 
(How long would she burn that candle? ) 
Until h e  came home . An '  i t  was n ' t long . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 664) , 87 3 : 3 . ] 
2 84 2 .  I f  a p erson is gone and yo '  want ' em  tuh come b ack at once and yo ' 

don ' t  care to burn it in de b ot t le , yo ' gi t  chew a b lue candle and wri te de name 

TO ROLL CANDLE IN WHISKEY 
s even t imes on dat b lue candle and take it an '  g i t  
chew a d ime ' s  worth of whis key and roll d a t  cand le 
into de whiskey . An ' if dey drunk , d ey ' ll come b ack 

d ere d runk - d ey ' l l come in twelve hours . 
[Two cylinders later informant adds de tails . ]  

An '  yo '  wanta br ing ' em  back , yo' gits a - yo ' go to d e  d rug s tore . Under
s tand me good . Yo' go to de drug store and yo' git chew a package of th is - g i t  
chew a package of brown sugah [ a t  hoodoo drug s tore ] and den y o ' go and git chew 
a b lu e  c andle and a d ime worth of wh iskey [ at same s tor e ]  an ' yo'  roll da t candle 
in d at wh iskey tog ether - roll it dere . An '  ligh t dat cand le - burn i t  fif teen 
minu t es . Yo' s et it at s even ' clock in d e  morning and burn t o  quar t er pas t seven 
yo' see , and at twelve yo' s ee . An '  s ix ' c lock da t evenin ' dey b e d ere . Dis i s  
a b lue candle now . 

(What d o  you do wi th that brown sugar? ) 
De brown loaf sugar it be ' s  in a p ackage , not dis white sugah . Dat s ugah -

dey take dat s ugah an ' j es t  tol e  yo' ,  take dat sug ah and git chew s ome whiskey 
and roll d at candle . 

(The s ugar goe� into the whiskey? ) 
Yeah , yo' rolls it dere . S ee [d emons trates ] , yo ' s ets de cand le up lak dat 

af ter yo' done roll it in dere , s ets i t  up 1ak dat , s e e , and let dat whiskey and 
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sugah b e ' s  in a li ttle s aucer . S et dat candle up j es ' lak mah f inger an ' ligh t 
i t . Burn it f i f t een minutes . S ee ,  d at ' ll draw dos e p arty to come - can ' t  s tay 
[ away ] . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 56 ) , 93 5 : 6  & 9 3 7 : 2 . ] 

2 843 . E f  dey gone away - tuh keep ' em  home , tuh keep him there if he is a 
wh iskey drinker , take it [ c andle ] an ' roll it in whiskey and s ti ck i t  in - wri te 
dere name on d e  candle and burn i t  in de s ame corne r where de b lack ones is and 
call dere name nine times . He can ' t leave and he ' s coming b ack an ' b eg yore 
pardons for wha t they d id . 

(Ar e these b lack candles ? )  
Red . 
[My p enciled not e ,  mad e  when I b r oke up this pers on ' s interview reads , " 2  r ed 

cand le in opposite corner s of the hous e - northw es t ,  no rtheas t - s e e  9 20 :  L " For 
another example , see la t er marg in-t i t le CATER-CORNERED : MAG IC OF THE DIAGONAL . ]  
[Mob i le , Ala . , ( ? ) , 9 2 0 : 2 . ] 

2844 . They takes the candl es and they wri tes the name on them candles , and 
they ligh t s  them , and they b urn ' em  certain hours - s ix o ' clo ck or either twe lve 

NEW P INS AND NEEDLES 
PUSHED INTO BLACK CANDLE 

o ' c lo ck . For nine days . They ligh t thos e cand les on 
people . S ome of ' em  ligh t b lack cand les . Wh en they 
light b lack candles on ' em  they pu ts pins - pins in 
' em  - new pins and needl es . Jus t  like i f this was de 

top [ d emons trat es ] turn the bu tt end [ up ]  lik e  that . You know , trim ' em at de 
but t end - y ou know , the s ide tha t  goes down [butt end] , well , you trim it at de 
butt end and light ' em .  

( You turn them ups ide down . )  
[ Th e  b o ttom of the candle wi th th e new wi ck b e c omes th e top . ] 
Uh huh . And tha t ' s - put their name on that . Well , you bur ns the name ups id e 

down on those b lack cand les [b ecaus e cand les are burning ups id e down] . That ' s  
what they do . 

(What will that d o? ) 
What will tha t do ? Well , that b reaks up people . 
[ For upsi de-down mag ic ,  s ee pp . 405 , 6 60 , 7 3 1 , and Index . ] [New Or leans , La . , 

( 82 6) , 120 6 :  2 .  ] 
2845 . T ake d e  knife an ' fo ' k  lak yo ' fixin ' d e  t ab le , an ' de par tie s dat 

chew - but dat ki lls people , dey tell me . Yes s uh . An ' yo '  puts dat b lack candle 

NEW WHITE PLATE 
HOLDING BLACK CANDLE 

CROSSED KNIFE AND FORK 

in dere an ' d er e  name wro te j es '  lak ah tole yo ' , but 
it ' s  g o t ta b e  on a b rand-new whi te plat e wit dat � 
underneat ' d at plat e  where d a t  kni fe an ' fo ' k  i s  s et 
ar ound dat candle , crossed , yo ' und er s t and , an ' d at name 
underneat ' dat , underneat ' da t p la te , with d e  b lack 

candle . Dat runs ' em  crazy with th eir haid . 
' 

(How do you write tha t name on that piece of paper ? )  
Yo ' wr ite it ba ckwar d s , j es '  dat one par ty ' s name dat chew want a  do dat to . 
( Jus t once? ) 
Yessuh . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 68 ) , 2880 : 1 . ] 
2846 . She kin call that person that ' s  impr egnant [pregnant ] an ' mark in th ey 

b a ck nine time s . J i s ' make a mark cross it - j is '  lak yo ' s tandin ' talkin '  to a 

BLACK CANDLE AND RED PEPPER 
IN GREEN SAUCER 

per son - j is '  b e  s tandin ' up doin ' any thing . 
(L ike making a cros s ? )  
J is '  all in her b ack an ' j is '  cros s i t  all kinda 
ways , yo ' s ee .  

Then she go on an ' she wri t e  that person ' s name down on that b la ck candle . An ' 
then she burn that candle an '  red peppah in a green saucer. 

(What will tha t do then? ) 
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Well , that will cause her tuh have pain an ' she cain ' t have her b aby , see . 
She ' ll lose it . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 59 ) , 1543 : 9 . ] 

2847 . I f  you got a wife and your wife has done left you - you unders t and what 
I mean - and you want her to come back to you , you s ee .  You take three white 

candles , take that woman name and put there - put on that 
CLOTHES BENEATH [ name the ] candle . And if you can , get her underwears or 

THREE WHITE CANDLES slip ,  anything like that , slip o r  drawers and put ' em .  Put 
that , spread that out there , you understand . Take your 

undershirt and turn it  wrong-s ide out and put it on there , and light them three 
candles . And in nine days - j us t  keep them candles burning there nine days and 
nine nights , and I guarantee that woman ' ll come back to you . 

(You put the name on j us t  one of those c andles or do you put on all three of 
them? ) 

Put al l three of  ' em - put it underneath all three of  them . Put ' em all three 
together - that where it supposed to b e ,  underneath all of ' em . 

[ A  name is under each candle ; the spread-out clothing is beneath the metal 
container holding the candles . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 850) , 1314 : 1 . ] 

BLACK CANDLE BURNED 
OVER CROSSROAD DIRT 

2848 . Well , you go out there to the cro s s road s , which yo ' 
suppos ed to go there at midnight , and gets that dir t from 
right at the crossing . And yo ' suppo sed to take dat wit a 
b lack candle and burns it - j es t  put it  in a lid and put 

dat candle over i t  and burns it . 
(You take this dirt f rom the middle of  the cross road and you put it  in a tin 

lid . Then what do you do wi th that b lack candle ? )  
Sets righ t  in the middle o f  i t  and burn it . 
(You put the black candle right on top o f  that dirt and then you burn tha t .  

D o  you burn it  a t  any special time? O r  for any leng th o f  t ime? ) 
Yes , you burn it a special t ime . Yo ' supposed to burn it an hour - hap ' past 

s ix in d e  mawnin ' and hap ' pas t s ix in de afternoon , or ei the r seven at night . 
(What is that supposed to do? )  
Why it ' ll run yuh and put chew in tough - caus e yo ' to drift where you won ' t 

get holt of any thing . 
(Don ' t you have to do anything else? Do you burn this over someb ody? That 

the idea? ) 
Yes , sir , you suppos ed to put the names on it . Cut de names on it . 
(Oh , you cu t the names before you light the candle . You scrat ch the name on 

it . )  
Yes , s ir . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 666) , 875 : 1 . ] 
2849 .  They take a knife and form [ carve ] it . 
(What do they do wi th that wooden do ll ? )  
They also put i t  on mantelpiece [often us ed as altar ] , o r  either lay it  out 

like someb ody i s  dead and burn the candles on that . That ' s the way I saw it did 
once - j ust like somebody laying out dead , you s ee .  

DOLL OF WOOD - WAKE FOR And they say [ that ] makes a persons sick - s ee , they 
keep sick all the time and dry up . That ' s  in the shape 

of a person , you s ee .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 804) , 1130 : 2 . ] 
2850 . (Take this foo t track? ) 
Take that foot track and bury it and burn candles over that , and keep you 

under almost hypnotic power . 
(How do they burn candles over it? How do you mean? ) 

CANDLE ON FOOT TRACK -Burn the candles ? A continous burning . Long as they 
burn candles over that , it  will keep you wi th an upset ted 

mind - a roving mind by doing that . [New Or leans , La . , ( 828) , 1213 : 5 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Wi tch craf t - Rootwork - 821 

2851 . I f  a person ' s  away f rom home , you can take that shoe and burn a cand le 
over i t  nine d ays . Take that lef t-f oo t shoe and burn a cand le over it nine days . 

LEFT-FOOT SHOE EAST OR WEST 
WHITE OR BLUE CANDLE 

And if a p erson ' s  away f rom home , ' en [ then] you 
bury that shoe und er your s tep where that pers on 
has lived ,  or his s t ep wher e he or she has lived . 
But if you want them to come b ack home , you got to 

bury the sho e with the heel pointing eas t  and the to e wes t ;  and if you want to 
dr ive them f rom home , you can bury it wi th the h ee l  pointing wes t and the toes 
eas t , and you ' ll drive them f rom home .  But if you want to bring them back home , 
you have the power o f  bringing them b ack home ; you bury it with the heel eas t  and 
the toes wes t , and you ' ll have the power to bring them back home . 

(What kind o f  a candle would you burn on that ? )  
You take a white candle and [ or ] a blue candle . 
(Ei ther one . ) 
E ither one - a white candle and a b lue . 
[And is f requently us ed for or. ] 
Burn i t  with their name under i t , under the candle . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 828) , 

1215 : 4 . ] 
2852 . 

me a red 
Ah take a b la ck candle an ' ah light it an ' wr ite his name , an ' ah take 

candle an ' wri t e  his name an ' ah put it down d ere . Yo ' under s tan? Den 

SHOES AND BLACK AND RED CANDLES 
ah ' d  take lak ah g o t  his shoes , an ' ah ' d  take 
i t  an ' turn it towards d e  wes t an ' make yo ' 
wa lk out dere . 

(Now you wr i t e  his name on a piece of p aper and you burn tha t p iece o f  paper 
under the candle? ) 

Yes . 
(Do you burn this candle a c ertain leng th o f  time or? ) 

Yes , b urn de cand le nine days . 
(All day long or j ust c er tain times of the day? ) 
All day long . 
(You let the candl e  burn out ? ) 
Shet d em  of f . Yo ' don ' t  burn out d e  nine-days cand le . [New Orleans , La . ,  

( 1558) , 2834 : 3 . ] 
2853 . J is ' lak if yo ' wanta run a person crazy , see , yo ' got de sole of  th e 

sho e .  Yo '  go in de graveyard j is '  about da ' k ,  yo ' s ee .  J is ' to anyb ody ' s  grave 

GRAVEYARD DIRT 
UNDER BLACK CANDLE 

yo '  s ee .  An '  yo ' mash i t  [ sho e ] . Yo ' s ee ,  de leather it 
b e ' s  j is '  f la t  lak this [ demons t rates ] .  An '  yo ' git chew a 
b lack candle . An ' yo ' wri t e  d e  name on a piece of papah or 
eithah on da t cand le ,  yo ' s ee ,  but yo ' s ee yo ' can ' t writ e 

i t  mo ' den nine t imes . An ' yo ' burn that fo ' nine days . S ee , dat ' s  de way yo ' 
always s end a per son tuh de graveyard . Dat mean graveyard dirt [ for you ] . Well , 
a t  de end of  dem nine days dat pers on goin '  die . 

(Now what do you do? You get that graveyard dirt and you spread it out ? )  
Yo ' s ee , s ometime i t  b e ' s  lumpy , but yo ' got ta take i t  s omewher e where i t  kin 

b e  smacked - where yo ' mash i t  f ine ,  where yo ' kin s et dat candle on top of it . 
J is ' put dat candle . Dis b e  de graveyard dirt an ' dis b e  de cand le an ' yo '  j is '  
wanta s et it  [g�vey� dirt ] roun ' dere [ candle ] an ' aftah yo ' wr i t e  de name on 
d er e , well dat cand le goin ' burn down d e  name ' fore de end o f  nine days . Yo ' 
know how long i t  goin ' take a cand le tuh burn . De candle goin ' burn nights till 
de end of dem nine days , an ' d en  d ey goin '  tuh d e  g raveyard . 

(You write that name on th e candle longwis e ,  j us t  nine times ? Or you can 
writ e i t  on a piece of paper , you say? ) 

Yo ' kin wri t e  it on de piece o f  papah , ea ch [ either ] way yo ' s ee .  Wri te it on 
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a piece of papah , well , it ' s  good ; an ' if yo ' wri t e  it on de cand le it s t ill 
bettah , yo '  s ee , cus as dat candle b e  b urnin ' ,  yo ' see  dat [name ] be burnin ' too . 

(How do  you write it on the piece of paper ? )  
See , lak dis d e  piece o f  papah [ demons trates ] .  S ee , yo ' d  write i t  lak this -

nine times an ' den yo ' take an ' yo ' come dis way an ' yo ' wri te  it  nine times lak 
dis , nine across . 

(Wher e do you put that paper now when you are burning that candle? ) 
Took d e  p iece of papah j is '  lak dis , yo ' s ee ,  j is '  fold it  lak that , an ' take 

de candle an ' put i t  on de papah . 
(Now where is your gravey�d dirt ? ) 
I t ' s  underneat ' dat , see underneat '  d e  papah . Or yo ' kin put i t  in a saucer , 

ei thah one yo ' s e e .  I t  be de best . 
[ Similarly , a f oot tra ck is burned under a b lack cand le . ] 

Wel l , now , yo ' s ee if a person don ' t  lak yo ' an '  even so - co ' s e d ey don ' t 
have dust lak it be ' s  out in de country cus yo ' see out in de country i t ' s a ll 
dust roads yo ' s e e .  A p erson goes an'  dey take yore f eet yo ' s ee or either dey 
kin take de shovel or anything an ' pick it  up , but dat track mus t b e  warm yo ' 
�. Yo '  mus ' j is ' b e  pas s ' dere . An '  yo ' take dat dir t from de bottom o f  yore 
feet an ' yo ' write chure name on dat an ' git chew s ome . 

(What do you write your name on? ) 
Yo ' take dat dir t from de foot track an ' yo ' put i t  in a piece o f  papah , yo ' 

see . Jis ' lak ah ' m  goin ' take yore foot track , yo ' git  de dir t , yo ' s ee . But it 
gotta be warm . De dirt gotta be warm cus if it  cold , it do esn ' t  do any good . I t  
go tta b e  warm . See , when dey gits d e  dirt  dey g its s ome papah , a b rown piece of 
papah , s ee , but chew gotta buy dat piece o f  papah - it ' s  a brown piece of papah . 
An ' yo ' git that an ' yo ' wri te their name on that . Yo ' kin wri t e  it eithah way -
yo ' kin write i t  crossways or yo ' kin write i t  de longway - ei thah way y o ' s ee . 
Jis ' write it once . An '  yo '  burn dat e 

(What do you burn? ) 
Yo ' burn a cand le .  Dat ' s  candles . 

b es t . [Algier s , La . , ( 1590) , 29 85 : 4 . ]  
Burn a black cand le - a black candle is d e  

2854 . You use graveyard dirt to kill p eople . You take graveyard dirt and mix 
it wi th some salt - Epsom sa lts [ symb o lic purgation] . You pound it as f ine as 

GRAVEYARD DIRT AND BLACK CANDLE 
NAME THREE AND SEVEN TIMES 

you can get i t . All right . Th en you write 
that name . All r igh t . You write that name 
s even t imes [ on a piece of paper ] , s e e .  You 
put i t  in a can , yeas t powd er can . You s een 

them b lack cand les . You take one of the b lack candles , you set  it in ther e . 
Then you wri te that name in the candle thr ee times , see .  And after the candle 
is burned out , you j es '  will wilt away . That is what it does . That is for the 
fellah who does you harm . [New Or leans , L a . , ( 815) , 1150 : 9 . ]  

2855 . To g it them confused , you wr it e it on a piece of paper and set a b lack 
candle on it and set it  burning . [You wr i t e ] , "Ab want confus ion , "  [ and ] put 

both of their names [ on that paper ] . You draw a heart 
ON UGLY-DRAWN HEART with it . Dr aw their heart , I want it bad [badly drawn� . 

Yo ' kin write bad in ther e .  An '  s et that black candle on 
ther e burning with both of  their names , "I want confus ion . "  

( You take a p iece of paper and you draw a hear t and you wr i t e  in there bad. 
Wher e  do you put their names ? )  

You put their names in there - you wri t e  their names in , I want i t  b ad .  You 
don ' t draw the heart good - you even try to draw it , you know , as ug ly a s  yo� 

possib ly can make things ; and yo ' s ay ,  "I want bad , I want it confused , I want 
thus and so , such parties . "  And s et that candle right on their names and let it 
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burn.  
(Do you burn that candle any special t ime? Or any leng th of  time? Or any

thing like that ? )  
Well , yo ' would need t o  burn i t  a leng th o f  t ime but ah gen ' ral ly would think 

that s ix ' clo ck and again in the evening t ime - let it  burn at night . [Mobile , 
Ala . , ( 668) , 882 : 8 . ] 

2856 . You s ee when a man is foo ling around wi th another woman , a woman she ' ll 
t ake - she doub le-cro s s  him .  She ' l l get three candles . 

THREE DI FFERENT COLORS 
ICE IN A BOWL 

(Thr ee candles . )  
Three cand les . Sh e ' ll get a yellow candle , a whi te 
candle and she ' ll get  a blue candle . She ' ll  t ake thes e 
three candles and she ' s  go t  a bowl on her dres s er or 

vanity ,  whatever she got . Now , she ' ll light these candles in this bowl . She ' ll 
get her f ive cents o f  ice , which is 25 pound s o f  i ce .  She ' ll take your name and 
this  woman ' s  name and write it  18 times [ each 9 time s ] . Now , she ' ll put this 
� [ thes e names ] under this ice ups ide down and burn these candles on i�r 
nine days . She got you . 

(That will separ at e  me and the other woman , and I go back to my wi fe? ) 
You got t a  go b ack . If  you don ' t  g o  back to her , you going to go back to some 

other one ; but she ' s going to break you and this o ther woman up - you and her 
can ' t s tay to gether . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 60) , 13 71 : 5 . ]  

2857 . You take dat b Zack candZe an ' who ' s ' evah yo ' burning it on , yo ' write 
it  [ person ' s  name ] all ovah that papah - right cro ss de papah . An ' den yo ' take 

de b lack cand le an ' yo ' put it in a white saucer - j is '  a 
LYE - ONION - PEPPER deep wh ite s aucer .  An ' yo ' put Zye an ' yo ' put peppah an ' 

WHITE SAUCER white onion , an ' put i t  down in dat cand le an ' burn i t  -
underneath [ is ] his [name ] . 

(What . kind of a pag e? You wri te that name on that page you say? ) 
Jis ' a p lain tab le t .  Yo ' take that piece of papah [wi th name ] an ' put i t  down 

undah dat saucer . 
(When you speak about burning thes e thing s , you mean you s e t  the cand le down 

into them? ) 
I t ' s dis - yo ' see [demonstrates ] ,  yo ' set  de papah heah [ on tab le ho lding my 

machine ] ,  an ' den yo ' set  de whi te saucer heah [ on t op of the paper ] , an ' den 
whatevah yo ' goin ' burn [ in this cas e  lye , onion and pepper ] , yo ' s et it  down in 
de saucer , an ' den yo ' s et de  candle down in i t . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 59 ) , 
1543 : 1 . ] 

2858 . Nine black candles in a can - old rusty can - burn it  in the hot stu!! 
what you use on your food , [with ] lemons , vinegar and cayenne pepper [ in th e can ] 

BURNED IN PEPPER SAUCE 
and keep i t  burning , and have somebody at the hous e to 
keep the hydrant running an '  you get discharged . Some
one has to be where you live to keep that going [whi le 

you ar e on trial]  for you to g et discharged . Yes sir . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 814) , 
1148 : 1 . ] 

2859 . They burn a cand le on it and turn i t  down .  D o  you know �hy ah knows 
this ? 

(Now wait a minute .  [ I  demons trat e . ] Here ' s  the photograph . The f ace is up . 
Now wha t do you do? How do you put the cand le on there? This is the cand le . 

You set the candle on the face like that ? )  
BLACK CANDLE ON PHOTOGRAPH You turn de bottom up . 

(You turn the f ace down and the bottom is up , and 
you put the candle r ight on top of it  - righ t in the center like that . [This 
makes a quincunx - p . 7 10 and Index . ]  What kind of  candle do you use ? )  
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You us e a b lack candle . 
(Jus t one . And d o  you say anything or do anything when you do this ? )  
Yes , you say something ,  " I  want her to s ink t o  the bowels [ of the ear th] . " 

That means to die . You burn i t  nine times dere , nine mornings . 
(Then what happens ? )  
Well , i f  someone don ' t  hur ry an ' do something , dey b e  sure gone . 
Well , you know why ah know that . You see ah had a sis t er , she was almos t dead 

and she went to - she had to get her photo made , see . I say , ' �yb e somebody got 
chure photo . "  She say , "Oh , ah suffer wi t mah haid . "  She looked like she was 
going crazy . Well , ah took a new needle - new needles and pins and crossed ' em .  

(Wher e  d id you cross them? ) 
Fo ' to make de  headache go off , put de pin right dere - brand-new - in her 

�, right in de mole [mold of her head ] . Den you cr oss it , you see . An ' den 
af ter you cr oss it , you take some Hearts PerfUme , dampen it all together and den 
take some camphor and put i t  right d er e  - on chere [demons trates ] .  

(Put it r ight on there on that hair at the ears . And then d id her headache 
stop ? )  

I t  sure did . 
And then when i t  stopped I say to her , s ay ,  "Now , you go and get your photo . "  

And she went to get her photo . Dey have a - [ a  privy ] in de  back yard , a fren '  
girl o f  her . She was kind of  mad with her about her husb and . You s ee , she had 
mah sis ter ' s  husband and mah s is t er liked tuh die . An '  sure ' nuff , when she went 
in there [ the privy ] , she had her photo b ehind the door wi th that candle on it . 
[See margin-tit le IN THE TOILET , p . 826 and Scatologic r ites in Index . ]  

(That  black candle on it . )  
Mah sister took dat candle and took i t  and throw i t  in de river . And her and 

dat woman had a f igh t about it , but she got her photo and dat candle . She liked 
tuh b een d ead . 

Well ,  your pictur e ,  they can bury your pictur e .  They can bury your picture 
bottom down . That ' ll make you d�. Your head ' ll b e  hurtin l you all the time , 
pain , and your head ache . 

(How do they burn that on you? ) 
They say they ligh t a cand le ,  burn a candle to put you down - wi th the picture 

down ,  you s ee .  With the picture down - they can ' t  do no thing with i t  up , you 
s ee .  They have the face down , you see . 

(What kind of a candle do they burn? How d o  they f ix that candle up ? What do 
they do? ) 

Well , that cand le , you see . They put the candle in a saucer , you see , and as 
for the saucer , they lay it right on top of the pictur e , you s ee , and they let it 
burn , you see . And you burn that candle for nine days , s ee . 

(What times ? Righ t on through? )  
Right on through .  
(Never let i t  go out ? )  
Never let it go out atall - nine days , righ t in that dark corner - right up in 

the corner , you see . Nine days . 
(What color candle do they us e? A white candle for that? ) 
Well , they g enerally use a black candle when th ey want to do evi l .  
( I  s ee . )  
A white candle - it l s  for goodness , see . Evil is a b lack candle . [New 

Or leans , La . ,  ( 82 3 ) , 1190 : 1 . ]  
2860 . From my und erstand ing , like if a man ' s  wife is gone , or a woman ' s  hus

band gone , she takes a blue and a pink candle . She wri tes his name upon there 
three times or seven times or nine times - always got to be odd , you under stand . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcra ft - Rootwork - 825 

They wri tes it upon this cand le and anything that they likes to dr ink , such as 

CANDLES BURNED IN ANYTHING 
THEY LIKED TO DRINK 

WHISKEY - GIN - COFFEE - WINE 

whiskey , wine - whiskey or wine or anything to 
dr ink that away - well , they s e ts this candle in 
there . You under s t and , af ter wri ting the name 
upon ther e .  But they don ' t light the end what 
suppos ed to be burned ; they chang e ends with i t  

and they sharpen the other end , and af ter [ that ] they write the name , see . They 
write the name like thi s [demons trat es ] - to ' em ,  not from ' em .  They writes it 
to  ' em  thataway , s ee .  Then they sets it in this . And ev en if they dr ink cof fee , 
well , they make that coffee sweet ,  sweet , sweet , s ee ,  j us t  the same as syrup , and 
they puts it in ther e and they burns that [ c andle in i t ] . Then they wr ite the 
name up on this Vinriak [ or Venriak ] parchment and put it und erneath this cup or 
g las s what they have it in . But it ' s  got to be a new cup or ei ther a new g las s , 
and they sets i t  right in there and they burn i t  for nine days . 

[ I s  this VinPiak ( = virg in or genuine parchment? ) or is VenPi ak a trade name? ] 
(Do they do that with j us t one candle or two? ) 
Us e two .  
(Use two? How do they put th em? ) 
Jus t sets ' em up in the tin cup or g lass , wha tever you hav e .  
( I  s ee ,  you put them [ I  d emons trate]  like th is ? )  
Yes , s ir - s tr aight up . 
(You put two candles [ I  demons trate again ]  - one here and one there? ) 
Yes s ir , j us t  like that . 
(Now where do you put thes e cand les ? )  
You takes ' em  and you hides ' em .  
(Where? ) 
Jus t hides ' em . S tick ' em  undernea th of your b ed or have a place , a secret 

place to put ' em  in . [New Orleans , La . , ( 822) , 1187 : 2 . ] 
2861 . The b lack candle , that ' s  tuh bring back . But chew mus t  put de party 

name on de c andle an t turn i t  ups ide down . See [d emons trates ] ,  writin ' de name 
on de candle dataway , an ' cuttin ' de end of f an ' settin '  i t  ups ide down , an ' 
burnin ' dat candle in - if de par ty like cof f ee , yo ' burn i t  in cof fee ; if dey 
like whiskey , burn i t  in whiskey ; if dey like gin , burn i t  in gin . Yo ' burn dat 
fo ' nine days . I f  d e  party don ' t come back in nine days , yo ' g i t  a r ound cand le . 
Light it  once all day - all d e time . Dey guaranteed tuh come b ack . Dat will 
bring ' em back . 

(You burn this candle all the time . )  
Jes ' b e  sure d ey upside down , becaus e if yo ' burn dem s traigh t da t ' ll keep 

dem on away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1560) , 2856 : 5 . ]  

ON FLOOR AT MAIN DOOR 
286 2 .  People have us ed wide-headed tacks . People have 
taken tacks - like you would take and nai l  ' em  down , � 
like you hang up wall paper . Some people , vou know , 

t ack paper up . They ' d  take nine tacks and driven ' em  down in their f loor r ight 
under their mat right at the entrance of the door - wh ere you come in the door . 

(Under the mat? ) 
Yeah , under the mat . They ' s taken nine tacks and driven them down there and 

give ' em  a person name . I f  a person was - th at they didn ' t like or d is liked or  
something or didn ' t  want around that house , they ' d  take them nine tacks and drive 
d own under there with that person name under that , burn a candle over th at nine 
days , and they won ' t  have no troub le with that person in their hous e .  

(Well , wha t  kind of a cand le would they burn over that ? ) 
Burn a blue cand le or a white  cand le .  Either one can b e  us ed . [New Or leans , 

La . ,  ( 823) , 1218 : 4 . ] 
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2863 . T ake f ive of ' em. Dey put ' em in a room , in a no rth ro om of a bui ld
ing , and d ey burn all f ive o f  ' em  together on d is s ide of de room , and whi le dese 
c andles are being burned , dey ough ta read the 18th chap ter o f  Luke . Dey will do 

NORTH ROOM 
dat fo ' nine mornings b e f o ' d e  s un rise , an ' dos e f o lks wi ll make 
their wishes to dos e cand les , an ' d o s e  fo lks is coming back . 
( I f  someone has left and they want them b ack . Wh at co lor would 

thos e c and les b e ?  Any par ticular color ? )  
No s ir . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 0 2 ) , 9 63 : 5 . } 
2864 . To burn a b lack candle , you use the toilets - you know , like they build 

the sani tary to liet . You know a long time i t  us ed to b e  the old ones , you know ; 

IN THE TOILET 
AND FLUSH 

into the to ilet 
kill him . 

b ut now there ' s  the s ani tary toilets like they havin ' -now . Well , 
you s e t  the c andle right on the top of th e wat er f ount [ f lush 
tank ]  - you see , where the wa ter f lushes out , and you let it burn 
d own , and when it burns out , you j us t  t ake that and kno ck i t  ove r 
and f lush i t  thr ee times a day . Well , they s ay it run him away , 

[ She rep eats , adding s everal details . ]  
Take a b lack candle and wr ite the name all around it , ar ound ' at cand le nine 

t imes , and j us t  s et it on top of the water - you know , where the water comes 
thr ough , and when dat b urn down you b low it ou t .  Ins tead o f  p inching i t  out , 
you b low i t  out . And j us t  r ake i t  o f f  about that much ; rake it o f f  and flush it 
into the toile t .  Burn j us t  abou t [ demons trat es } that much o f  the cand le each day 
and f lush i t  down th e to ilet . 

( Burn i t  down to about a hal f inch high . )  [ Burn one hal f  inch each d ay . } 
Yeah , and you b low i t  ou t and s c r ape it of f and flush i t  down the toilet . 

[ New Or leans , L a . , ( 804) , 1129 : 3 . ] 
286 5 . How they burn the b lack cand les ? 

you . 
(How would they do tha t ? ) 

Tha t ' s  f o r  death - th at ' s  to kill 

You take that b lack cand l e  and you put th e person ' s  name - you s ee , the name 
or names means a whole lot . You could ruin a per son with their name . And you 
burn i t  - you burns it in the toilet . 

( In the toilet? ) 
In the toilet . 
(How do you d o  that ? )  

You burn i t  every day complete ly and that name in the toile t , and - all righ t , 
for nine days , that ' s  it . For nine days you g e t  nine b lack c andl es and you name 
' em and you burn ' em  in the to i le t . Bu t  you puts i t  in a t in can , you s ee . And 
that dripping - af ter i t  done dissolve and thing s , you suppos ed to flush it in 
the toi let . You see . That ' s  all . And that ki lls them . 

(What will it do to them? ) 
Yeah , they j us t  be sick , they don ' t know what . Like they was t e  away to death , 

a s the cand le burn - they be s i ck and not knowing their c ond i tion or what ' s  the 
mat ter with ' em .  [A Zso see 2859 , p . 82 3 . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 82 1) , l185 : 2 . } 

2866 . Put it in a dark c orner . 
DARK CORNER (Ligh t a b lack candle and pu t  it in a dark corner . )  

And let i t  continue to burn - ' fore that candle goin ' burn down , 
why that person that c andle ' s burning on , why that per son wi ll be dead . 
[Vicksburg , Mi ss . , ( 7 5 5 ) , 1032 : 1 . ] 

2867 . Burn that s tu f f  - t ake it an ' burn that 
THREE CORNERS - THREE CANDLES cand le - t ake three an ' b urn ' em  in thr ee corners 

of de hous e ,  de ea st , north and wes t - j es t  thr ee 
co rner s , spec ial . S e t  i t  on somepin d at it don ' t ket ch f ire , an ' burn i t  ti ll i t 
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burn ou t an ' make yore wi sh what somever yo ' wish , " Ah  wish ah won ' t b e  worr ied 
wit anyone" or "Ah wish dat ah would g i t  s o-an ' -s o" - whats omever yo ' w ish . 

(That wi ll ke ep the o f f icers away . What do you burn now? ) 
Thos e  cand les . 
(Wh at co lor ar e they ? ) 
Red - some r ed , some b lue . 
(You s end away to buy tho s e ? ) 
Yo ' s ends away an ' g i t  them . Cos t  $ 1  for a half do z en .  [ Here cand les ar e 

uninf luenc ed by normal cand l e  r i tes of New Orleans . ]  [ S t .  P e t ersb urg , ' Fla . , 

FOUR CORNERS - FOUR CANDLE S 
( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 9 . ] 
2868 . (How d o  they do that - cross up a hous e  
af t er they move out? ) 

After they move out - to keep i t  from g et t ing r ented ?  
(Yes - how d o  they d o  that ? )  
They g o  and g et guinea pepp er s eeds , th ey g ets b lack cand les and b urn them in 

th e whole f our corner s of the hous e , and they will cross the hous e to keep it 
f rom g e tting r ent ed righ t away - i t  will s t ay emp ty a long time then . [New 
Or leans , La . , ( 845) , 1289 : 5 . ] 

2869 . Ah ' d  light a whi t e  cand le an ' put salt in each co rner o f  yo re hous e , 
an ' wri t e  on de candl e  whomevah i t  would b e  [ to ] b r ing what s omevah dey g o t  away 

from me b ack . 
SALT IN FOUR CORNERS (When wou ld you burn th is candl e ? ) 

Ah would b urn this cand le from t en to twelv e - from ten 
in de day to twelv e , j is '  one d ay only . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1526 : 16 . ]  

2870 . Now th e second way f or to g e t  your pho t og raph and do someth ing to i t . 
They can take and b urn lights agains t your photograph and have i t  r igh t in the 
hous e and you don ' t know i t .  And have i t , your b ack - s e e , you know your b ack 

CATER-CORNERED 
MAGIC OF THE DIAGONAL 

to the out [ s id e ]  and your f ace to the wall , like nai led 
to th e wa l l . And h av e  ev ery thing d ark ar ound ther e .  
And you ' ll d ie from tha t b ed , righ t in that b ed th ere . 
(Do you burn c and les to tha t ? ) 

Yes , s i r , you burn you a b l ack cand le to h i t . 
( Jus t one cand le d id you s ay ? ) 
Jus t once - that ' s  to th e pi cture , i f  y ou wan t to harm anybody . 
(Wher e  do you put tha t  picture? Ag ains t th e wall ? ) 
You put ' em  in th e four corners of your hous e - j u s t  like you g o t  the four 

corners r ight her e , you g o t  four corners h ere . 
(Yes . ) 

Well , you s e e ,  you can take and s et yo ur b ed like this here , cater- corner , and 
make th at b e  the four corners r igh t her e and nai l it r igh t in that four c orners , 
but r igh t down where no one can ' t see i t ,  s e e . 

And bur n you a b lack light and never let that ligh t  go out . As f as t  as that 
ligh t  - when you s ee that ligh t  get t ing smaller , have you ano ther cand le r eady 
and ligh t  i t . I ' ll guarantee y ou in nine days ' time , if you d on ' t b e  out of that 
bed [ and b e ]  in the hospita l , you b e  in the morgue . 

(You ' d  b e  wher e ? ) 
You ' d  b e  in the morgue - b e  dead . 
[The pr ec ed ing four corners ar e sacred in h oodoo b ecause they came f rom the 

B ib l e  and ar e guarded by four ange ls contro l ling the four windS ( Rev . 7 : 1) .  The 
d iagonal is also sac r ed , the altar o f t en b eing so p lac ed in a room (p . 129 , line 
45) . Th e reason? Th e d iag onal , as th e long est d i s tance in the f l at s quare wo rld 
o f  anc i ent mag i c , p ermits th e altar to bestride and manag e all exis tence . More
ov er the diagonal its elf is a cross , a f or t i f ed one - i t s  two ends wi th equal 
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short port ions of the adj acent sid es forming two tau crosses , j oined at the feet 
at the center o f  the square , and thrus ting outward two "T- cro ssings "  barb ed like 
a doub le-pointed spear < ) .  Perhaps I should add , one d iagonal equals 
one s troke of the cros s ; two d iagonals comp lete the cros s , Gr eek or S t .  Andrews -
the s tructure of the flat square world . ] 

[Our informant , by pushing b ack the diagonal of the room into one corner of 
the room , makes the corner the four corners or the c omp lete room (PART EQUALS 
WHOLE , p . 2 l) .  Actually the enclo sed space is triangular and three-cornered , but 
magically the bed b e comes both a diagonal and an altar . Despite the fact that 
neither you nor your picture is in tha t bed , "you ' ll die from that bed , right in 
that b ed there . " ]  

[ For another diagonal , see 2843 , p . 8l9 ; f or b ed as alt ar , see 2 87 4 , p . 829 . ] 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 841) , 127 3 : 3 . ] 

2 87 1 .  Dey say if anyone steal anything f rom you , take dis black candle and 
writ e dere name on it nine times and b urn it f if teen minutes . Set - it in a dark 

corner in de no ' th corner - one in d e  no ' th corner and 
OPPOSITE CORNERS one in de southeast corner of yere hous e .  An ' s tick nine 

MAGI C  OF THE DIAGONAL pins in it an' nine needles . When you ligh t dis cand� 
call der e  name nine times , and burn ' em  fi f t een minutes -

s ix ,  twelve and s ix in d e  evening . 
---An '  when you put i t  out - j es t  wet i t  an ' put it out like da t [demons trat es ] .  

(P inch it out . )  
Yes . 
(And what is that supposed t o  do then? ) 
That will make ' em  b ring those things b ack if they s tole them . 
(How many candles do you use? ) 
Two . 
(And you put one in one corner of  the house - what corners are thos e? ) 
De no ' th corner and de southeas t j es t  like heah now (demons tr at es ] .  
(Opposite co rners . One in the northwest or northeas t? ) 
[Wanting t o  know whether this was the mag ic o f  the diagonal , I purposely 

avoided the ques tion opposite corners . ]  
Nor thwes t - dat ' s  whut ah would call i t .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 690) , 9 20 : 1 . ] 
287 2 .  Tuh keep de  law away yo ' burn de b lack candle an ' mop wi th van-van 

oi l - mop with it an ' dat ' s  tuh keep de law from yo ' .  Yo ' supposed to light dat 

DIMINI SHING TIME 
b lack candle at twe lve a ' c lock in de nigh t tuh keep de law 
from yo ' . Yo ' ligh t dat b lack candle at twelve a ' clock in de 
night an ' burn dat candl e  till about two . 

(The s econd night you s aid you light it about twelve-thirty? ) 
About twelve till about twelve-thirty . See , every nigh t yo '  suppos ed tuh 

s lacken b ack de candle - some minutes off en de candle or 'bout half an hour of fa 
de candle . Burn it thr ee nights in de week - Sunday night , Monday night an ' 
Tues day nigh t . Den don ' t burn it no mo ' .  (Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1526 : 14 . ] 

2873 . Black candles - you set nine of ' em .  You burn dem nine cand les on a 
person and when dat ninth candle burned , that person ' ll get s i ck at de first day 

S I CK  THE FIRST DAY 
DEAD THE NINTH DAY 

and they ' ll keep agetting sicker and sicker for nine days , 
and when that ninth cand le burns out , that person ' ll leave 
the world . You s ee ,  he ' s  gone . 
(When do you burn these candles ? )  

Burn ' em  at nigh t . You take ' em  and put ' em  in a p lace - in a dark room s ome
where wher e ther e ain ' t nobody kin see ' em  or nothin ' ,  where they won ' t be dis
turb ed . J es t  set ' em  in something o ther where dey won ' t [ s et anything afire ] . 
[Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 25 ) ,  996 : 4 . ]  
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2874 . Yo ' kin ki ll a per son with a black candle . Wri t e  hi s � on dat b lack 
cand le an ' ki l l  him . Burn i t . Yo '  gotta b urn nine of dose b lack cand le till i t  
j es t  burns all away ,  an ' yo ' gotta burn ' em  nine days s traigh t . Set i t  ov ah b e
h in ' de bed where i t  ca in ' t be s een .  [ For b ed b ecoming altar , s e e  2870 , p . 827 . ] 
[Memphis , T enn . , ( 1522) , 2 714 : 12 . ] 

2875 . I f  de ' burning on you for bad luck or t o  ki ll you , d ey burns b lack can
d l es . And if dey burning f or good luck , you b urns wh ite cand les or b lue cand les 
or yellow .  But dark b lu e  i s  bad lu ck an d  b lack ones ki ll you . [ Dark b lue i s  

s ometimes called dark p urp le - i t  i s  almost b la ck 
FI VE MINUTES DAILY NINE DAYS and s om ewhat rar e . ] 

(Well now , suppose I was trying t o  kill s omeone . 
What would - what have you heard I would d o ?  Jus t how wou ld I b urn tha t b lack 
candle ? How wou ld I go abou t i t ? ) 

Well , if in a c er t ain leng th of time you wanted t o  kill a pers on , you s e t  i t  
f o r  nine days , and you fix dat cand le and pu t d es e  fo lks ' name under i t , and 
course you pu t nine new s traigh t  p ins in it , and you burn dat cand le fo r ab out 
f ive minu t es f or nine days . 

(What t ime o f  day would I b urn it f or f ive minutes ? )  
We ll , j us t  the t ime you ' d  have t o  set i t  for . What ev er h our you have it s et 

for . [Mob il e , Ala . , ( 7 09) , 9 7 7 : 6 . ]  
287 6 . Well , d en yo ' go an ' g i t  chew nine candles , nine candl es , an ' yo '  cu t 

dere name on d em  candles nine t imes . Well , an ' yo ' light dose candles , b urn ' em  
f i f teen minu t es . In 24 hours d ey come back dere and put dos e 

FI FTEEN MINUTES [ s tol en ]  thing s b ack on d e  gallery where he got ' em  from , or 
come back d er e  an ' put ' em  in de yar d . 

(What kind of c and le s  do you burn? ) 
Black cand les . See , b lack candles is f o ' death an ' make yo ' return - anything 

yo ' want i t  tuh do �wi ll do i t , exc ept luck . I t  a in ' t  goin ' give you no luck , 
but i t ' ll run and make yo u  br ing things back . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 56) , 9 4 1 : 6 . ] 

287 7 . If yo ' have confus ion in yo re home and want p eace , yo ' 
THREE HOURS DAILY burn a red cand le . Yo ' s e t  it at s ix in d e  morning and burn 

one hour , and yo ' s et i t  a t  twelve and b urn one hour , and at 
s ix at nigh t  and burn one hour , and make a wish . [Mobi le , Ala . , ( 6 7 1) , 885 : 1 . ] 

2878 . Ah b urns whi t e  cand les on Mond ay , ah b urns 
THREE DAYS - THREE COLORS pink cand l es on Wednesd ay , an ' ah b urns red candles 

on Friday . Ah b urn ' em fo ' luck an ' s ucces s in mah 
hou e an ' keep mah ro omers an ' all . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 59 ) , 1543 : 2 . ] 

2879 . Yo ' g i t s  a pink cand le an ' wr i t e  de b o s s  name on i t  
EIGHT DAYS OR WEEKS all crossways an ' all d own - j is '  wr i t e  all ovah dat e An ' 

burn it in sugah f o ' eigh t d ays or ei thah eight weeks , an ' 
yo ' ll f ind luck on yo ' . Y o '  burn i t  at s ix in d e  mawnin ' an ' twe lve at noon an ' 
den yo ' burn it at nine a ' c lo ck a t  nigh t . [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 9 59 ) , 1542 : 13 . ] 

2880 . (Did you ever hear of them us ing b la ck candles for any th ing ? )  
De b lack cand l es ?  Yeah , ah ' ve heard d ey us e  b lack cand les . Fir s t  o f  all , yo ' 

use thes e  b lack cand les f o ' yo ' - now , yo '  wouldn ' t use ' em  f o ' y o ' s elf . Wel l , 
if ah was envy agains t  yo ' ,  wa l ah wou ld git a b lack 

BLACK CANDLE ON FRIDAY candl e  an ' put your name on i t  f ive t imes and burn i t  
t i l l  i t  go out . Well , wherever yo ' ar e in d e  world , yo ' 

always b e  worried an ' no mat t er how much money yo ' g e t  yo ' cannot keep it . Da t ' a  
wi t  dat b lack cand le . 

[Af ter turning o f f  ma chine , I evid ently ask , "Burn them any t ime ? " ]  
Oh , no - yo ' only b urn d at on Fr iday . Bu t mo s t ly dey b urns ' em on Thur sday 

[ night ] .  [ St .  P e t er sburg , Fla . , ( ? ) , 1588 : 6 . ] 
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2881 . Well , yo ' take an ' burn nine candles - lak yo ' know somebody dat yo ' 
wanta move [ to live ] with yo ' .  Yo ' take an ' wri te  d ere names on each one o f  

those nine cand les an ' burn ' em with a ni ckel's 
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY wuth o f  sugah .  

(What kind of cand les do you burn? ) 
Well , ah burn dif f ' rent kind fo ' dif f ' rent thing s . 

(What do you burn fo r this particular case? ) 
Well , ah burn white  cand les . 
(What do you write the names on the candles with? ) 
Wit a pen - pin . 
(When do you burn thos e candles? ) 
Well , ah would burn ' em  on a Monday , Wednesday an ' Friday . Ah burn ' em  from 

six tuh twelve an ' s ix in de evening . Ah would burn de whi te candles fo ' good 
six days . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 59 ) , 1542 : 2 . ] 

2882 .  (What do you do with that red cand le 
WHITE AND RED AT SUNUP AND SUNDOWN did you s ay? ) 

A red cand le is fo ' love - a white  candle is 
love . Well , yo ' burns two candles , yo ' burns a white one an ' a red one , yo '  burn 
' em  j es '  befo ' sunup every mawnin ' an ' j es '  at sundown . That is fo r love an ' 
succes s . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 15 3 7 ) , 2 7 78 : 11 . ] 

288 3 .  I f  ah wanted yo ' tuh move ,  ah ' d  burn a b lack candle on yo ' fo ' nine 
days an ' ah ' d  wri te yore name on a b lack cand le wi th a needle - dat ' s whut ah ' d  

do tub make yo ' move . 
FIVE IN THE MORNING (You mean you would b urn j us t  one b lack cand le? ) 

No , ah ' d  burn nine b lack candles . Ah ' d burn a candle a 
day ,  see , an ' write chur e name on dat with a needle . Dat ' s  tuh make yo '  move . 

(When do you light that b lack candle? ) 
Ah light dat black candle at f ive a ' clock in de  mawnin ' an ' burn it till i t  

burns out . - {Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 15 26 : 1 . ] 
2884 . You kin burn candles for luck and you kin burn ' em  fo ' peace . Jes ' 

like i f you wanta s ee someb ody , some special somebody whut chew care fo ' ;  i f  you 
want ' em to come , you kin burn cand les fo ' dat I 

SIX O ' CLO CK MORNING AND NIGHT (How would they do that? ) 
Well , d e  white  candle and de  pink candle is for 

luck and you burn ' em  both toge ther . Burn at night - in de morning at s ix ' clock 
and at night at s ix ' c lock .  Dat ' s fo ' luck . 

(Now that white and pink cand le you say you burn fo r luck . How long do you 
burn that or when? ) 

Wal yo ' burn i t  ten minutes de  two cand les . You b urn ' em  ten minutes six 
' clo ck in de mo rning and six ' clock at night . I f  you happen to miss six ' c lock 
in de morning , you burn it twelve ' c lo ck at noon . But j us t  burn i t  twice a day .  

(And thes e cand les they burn to bring somebody b ack ,  this whi te cand le .  How 
long do you burn that? ) 

You burn it f ive minutes . [Mobile , Ala . , (69 2 ) , 9 2 4 : 5 . ]  
2885 . You get  you thos e wax candles to sweeten the man ' s  mind . You take a 

whi te wax candle , you take a ten-c ent bott le of honey , you take nine loaves of 
loaf sugar , and you burn that in a white b owl . When one go out ,  

FORMULA 6-12-6 you s et another one - white wax candle . That swe etens the mind 
of the man for his pos i tion you know . 

(Here ' s  your bowl and you have those  lumps of sugar around in there . )  
Nine of them and pour the honey all around it and s e t  the candle up in the 

cent er . No [ informant left out something ] ,  i t  round you know [ in a circle ] . You 
put de loaf sugar [ in a circle] . You know thos e loa f sugar you us e  for tea or 
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co ffee . Pu t nine around [ in a circ le]  into the b owl . You s ti ck the candle firs t 
and make i t  s tick good to spurnge [sponge = melted wax from candle ] .  And then 
you take the bottle of honey and pour i t  all around there [ the cand le ] - a ten
cent bot tle around that . And you burn the candle thr ee times a d ay - a whi t e  wax 
candle . Well , you s ee you can start i t  at s ix - the best  hour for anything like 
that - s ix in the morning , ei ther twelve in the day and when that go out , you 
wai t till s ix in the evening and light another one . 

(How long do you bu rn i t  at a t ime? ) 
Well , you s ee i f  it g oes out before s ix in the evening , well you ligh t another 

one . I f  you light one at  six in the morning , well it will las t to ab out twelve 
in the day or after twelve . 

(How many c andles do you burn all together? As many as you want to? ) 
As many as you wan t to , if you are ab le , you s ee .  P rob ab ly four . 
[Two candles only are burned . Formula 6-12-6 i� the mos t us ed of all time 

formulas for  burning candles . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (804) , 1129 : 4 . ] 

NINE UNT IL TWELVE 
288 6 .  An ' f o r  - j es t  for a big t ime - have a b ig crowd an ' a 
good t ime , you burn a pink candle . Burn i t  every Wednesday 
from nine until twelve , and every Monday f rom nine unt il 

twelve - make a good t ime , b ig-house g ood t ime . [Mob ile , Ala . , (671) , 885 : 3 . ] 
288 7 .  When you g o  before the j udge - j us t  b efore you go before th e j udge , 

burn you a white  candle . You try to f ind out the j-udge ' s  name .  Wri te hi s name 

NAME AND HAIL MARY 
down on the cand le nine times , and burn that candle c lean 
down unt il i t ' s  al l gone . Then you s ay your prayers over 
that candle , "Hail Mary , Hai l  Mary , Mother of Jesus . "  Say 

i t  nine times . Then you turn your und erwear and your undershir t and your socks -
turn them wrongs ide out - and th en you go before him .  He ' ll decide - his mind 
wi ll  be chang ed . [New Or leans , La . , ( 842) , 12 7 7 : 2 . ] 

/ 2888 . (Now , how would they b urn a black candle? ) 
A b lack candle? You take a p erson ' s � on a piece o f  p aper , you write it 

nine times this away [demons trates ] .  Nine , like you make a cross  - nine times 

BLACK CANDLE CURSED 
CANDLE WILL POP 

thataway , nine times that away . And you - every time you 
light that cand le , you go there , you curs e ,  you s ay ,  "You 
son-of-a-b itch , you ought to  be dead . "  You s ee? Well , the 
c andle ' ll star t  to popp ing - you see , the candle ' ll s tart 

to popping . When the candle s tar t to p opping , well , you g o  over there and you -
y ou sell yours elf to the devil ,  you don ' t say anything ab out the Lord at all , you 
saying that to the devil . Say , "You son-o f-a-b itch , you ough t to b e  dead , the 
way you treat me . "  Well , the candle ' ll pop - pop like that . 

Now , when that black c and le go out , and you have your hous e d ark , nobody pass 
through , nobody go you s ee .  You have that . You don ' t - nobody goes there but 
yourself . You don ' t want nob ody to s ee what you do ing , b ecaus e i t s  a lot  of  
people know what thos e b lack - know the b lack candle is no good . I t ' s  b ad ,  you 
see . Well , so you t akes i t  and go ahead on and lights i t , and when it ge ts mos t 
out , he can ' t go nowhere . He ' ll h ave to s t ay there to wat ch i t . And when it get 
down low � low - well you burn i t  thre e days , you s ee .  Now in the morning you 
burn that . You light it at six o ' clock in the morning , twelve o ' clock you light 
one , and three o ' Clock you ligh t  the other one , you see . That ' s  what you do . 
And then that ' s  for - that make ' s  h e  b e  go ing - s tar t ing t o  getting sick and 
droopy - and after that he ' ll pine j is t  away . And he ' ll stop and s ay , "Ooh , � 
head hurt . "  [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 26a) , 1210 : 1 . ] 

2889 . I f  you out o f  a j ob and you want a j ob ,  you have to take and burn your 
candle f or so many days . I f  you couldn ' t get a j ob and it ' s  real like times are 
now - you c an ' t  get a j ob [ this is during the Great · Depress ion of 1930 ' s ]  - you 
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r eally have to burn 

NO CANDLE - NO JOB 
PRAY AT CANDLE 

it burning all day , 
s ay your prayers . 
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candles if you want a real good j ob .  O f  cours e ,  you can get 
j ob s  but they ain ' t paying nothing . But i f  a man want a j ob 
that ' s  going to pay him some thing , he ' ll get him a cand le . 
And you burn your cand l e , you burn your cand l e  three times 
a day - keep a cand le burning if you can . I f  you can keep 

i t ' d  be bet ter . Every morning you g et to that cand le and you 

You can ligh t i t  o r  keep it lit . 
(Oh , you keep i t  li t ? )  
You can keep i t  lit al l day . I t ' d  b e  bes t t o  ke ep i t  l i t . But which ever you 

do at a par t icular time , you get to the candle and you p ray .  All righ t , when you 
p ray at that cand le , you pray like you got - you j us t  s ay - well , you say th e 
3 5 th [ 23rd ] Psalm of David : 
�he Lord is my shepherd and I shal l not want . Make me lie down in green pas
tures and stir up my sou l .  Lead me i n  the path o f  rightness for his name 's sake . 
Either I walks in the val ley in the shadow of death - -I ' ll fear no evi l .  Shou ld 
I weakeneth, thou rod and staff aomforth me . Prepare • . •  ( e tc . etc . etc . )  [ Comment 
by trans crib er ] • • •  and I wi l l dWe l l  in the house of the Lord forever. 

S ee .  Well , all right , you s ays that . Now , when you s ay that , don ' t  make the 
s ign o f  th e c ross , s ee . Don ' t make no s ign of th e cros s at al l , caus e you b e 
arossing your owns e lf , see . Now , you say i t  mayb e at s ix in the morning , twelve 
o ' clock you do the s ame thing again . Th ree o ' c lock you do it , and at six in the 
evening you do i t . s ee .  All right . Now , for an ins tanc e , you d o  that a t  s ix 
o ' c lock in the morning - five or ten minut es after s ix , when you get up , s ee .  
O r  if you need , you go on about your daily occupa t ion or wheres omever you going . 

O r  [ i f ] you ' re looking for a j ob - you ' r e  s eeking for a j ob - well , you go 
along , and if ther e ' s any j obs to be gotten anywher e ,  you ' ll get one . I f  i t  
ain ' t  but f o r  th e day , you ' ll get you one . That ' s  the end of i t . See , now y ou 
can demand your money .  I f  a man wants to pay you $ 1 . 50 ,  you can ge t  $ 2 . 00 , see . 
You ' ll get a j ob on that [ candle and p rayer ] . 

(Y5U burn a whi te candle for th at ? )  
A wh i t e  candle . [New Or leans , La . ,  (8 32) , 1247 : 3 . ]  
2890 . Get the ro s e  incens e , you know , and smoke your house up for luck and 

us e dragon ' s  blood . Have you ever heard talk of dragon ' s  b lood ? [ I  mus t have 

PURPLE LIGHT AND DRAGON ' S  BLOOD 
nodded yes , becaus e I mention dragon ' s  b lood 
in FACI , 1s t ed . ,  19 3 5 , No .  9 3 7 9 , p . 50l . ]  You 
take that [ d emons trat es ]  and s crat ch it like 

that on the s tove , and like you wanta wish f or s ometh ing a t  the t ime , you s e t  
your purple light and you know , us e the dragon ' s  b lood . Like you got a stove or 
any hot oven , you know , j us t  scrat ch i t on the s tove j us t  like that - i t  smokes 
at the t ime , you know , and that ' s  very , very lucky . [New Orleans , La . , ( 85 7 ) , 
136 5 : 1 . ] 

289 1 . Now , j es t  say now for an ins tance if a man is gone and le f t  his wi fe ,  
yo ' might s ay or sweetheart , and he ' s  away off in another country prob ab ly and 

GREEN AND YELLOW 
TALK TO PHOTOGRAPH 

she want him back . Sh e care fo '  him b ut he ' s  gone off and 
done ' tract his ' tent ion with s omebody els e ,  and his mind 
is offa d e  one that he left . 
I f  she g o t  his pho togr aph ,  she kin j es '  take it and j es ' 

turn i t  ups ide down on his haid , s ee .  And den take a green cand le and a yellah 
candle and put de photograph righ t - put it down , set de cand les in s ome kin t a  
lit t le [ t in ] top o f  s ometh ing , put d is heah photograph b ehin ' de ligh t  [ cand les ] , 
and ligh t  chure cand les and make yore wush . S ee . Put de photograph up side down 
and put some sug ar , s ome brown sugar in de sauc er [ or tin top ] wher es omevah dos e  
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candles is ; some brown s ugar and some honey , and put de two candles in dere - de 
yellah candle and de g reen one . 

[ Brown s ugar is of t en us ed f or colored person ; white fo r  white person . ] 
And set ' em  in dat saucer with da t sugar and dat honey and pu t de photograph 

righ t by dose . upside down . Well da t will make dat individual git on his head to 
come back , s ee ,  to where he left f rom .  Jes ' in a few days he ' ll git all upse t ,  
wanta come back , and ain ' t  nuthin going to keep him away f rom dat individual . 

(Now here are the two candles sitting up in this can . You put the photograph 
upside down , head down , leaning agains t one of those candles - j es t  leaning 
agains t one of those candles . )  

Leaning agains t whatsomevah de candles is in . And den de person - lak ah 'm 
doing d is , j es '  lak if ah was going to light de candles for mah husb and and tell 
him to corne home , and [demons trates ] ah j es '  put de photograph down dere , and ah 
tell him ,  "Now ,  ah mean fo ' you to corne home to me now . Ah mean fo ' you to corne 
horne and don ' t  you s tay away no longer . Ah mean f o '  you to come home . "  [ Three 
t imes . ]  And in ab out five or s even days [ odd numb ers ] he wi l l  be back .  [Mobi le , 
Ala . , (69 2) , 9 25 : 1 . ] 

289 2 . Git a white an ' a black cand le an ' burn that . Jis ' burn it  soon every 
mawnin ' ' b ou t  five or s ix a ' clock an ' de s ame t ime at night . See . An '  yo '  hoI ' 

yore han ' ovah dat smoke an ' make a wish , an ' prob ' b ly no doub t 
CANDLE SMOKE yo ' li ' b le tuh be lucky an ' den yo ' may not . Dat ' s  in gamb lin ' . 

(You burn both thes e candles together ? )  
Uh ah - yo ' burn one a t  de time . I f  yo ' burn a white one dis mawnin ' , yo ' burn 
a b lack one dis evenin ' [ alternate mag ic ] . See . Burn a b lack one now an ' de 
white nex ' . 

. 

(You j us t  s imply reach your hands over th e smoke? ) 
Yeah . Jis ' make a wish . [See margin-title smoke 'Em , p . 7 23f . ] [Memphi s ,  

Tenn . , (9 30) , 1512 : 1 . ] 
/ 289 3 . On d e  j ob where ah am now , some of de girls b urn candles in de  s ervice 

wher e d ey chang e dere c lothes and they say they do that to hold their j obs - to 
keep luck with the bossman dat dey working with . 

THE HALO SIGN (What kind of candles do they burn? Have you s een them burn 
them? They burn them Where they change their clothes on the j ob .  

In a f actory or s omething of that sort where th ey work? ) 
A hot el . 
(And they burn these in the room where they change their clothing . What kind 

of candles do they burn? ) 
Ordinary candles . 
(Do they burn them at any special time? O r  say anyth ing While they are doing 

it like that ? ) 
They b urn de candle and j es '  befo ' they b egin to burn - j es '  befo ' they light 

the candle [ d emons tra tes ] they carry they han '  ovah their head like this and 
say , � 'Lord , help me tuh keep luck , "  an ' th en they light the cand le .  

( They make a circle over their head j us t  like a halo . )  
That ' s  right . 
[ For a halo rite three times clockwis e and three times anti-c lockwise wi th 

thr ee wat ers , see p . 16 ,  line 1 . ] 
(How long do they burn that candle? Have you any idea? ) 
Jes t  ab out an hour . 
(Do they burn these righ t in the hotel? ) 
Right in the hotel . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 4 ) , 89 1 : 3 . ] 
289 4 . You can go to people and they can tell you what to do . Well , j us t  like 

if you go to people and they t ell you what to do . I know a f ellow [ a  hoodoo or 
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shrine-keeper ] - well , if s omebody have s to l e  s omething f rom you - well , all he ' d  

WHITE CANDLE AND PRAYER 
d o  i s  to say this p rayer at nine , twe lve and thr ee , and 
t ell the Lord , s ay ,  "Now , Lord , such-and-such-a one 
done s to le something from me and I really need i t . "  

But you mean tha t from your hear t and you s e t s  that cand le - a 25¢ cand le - which 
i s  to burn eight days - and in eigh t days i t  is suppos ed to bring i t  back to you . 

(Ju s t  an ord inary whi t e  candle? ) 
An ordinary whi t e  candle , caus e I know a lady had a graphaphone s tole f rom her 

and that ' s  the way she go t  it b ack .  [New Orleans , L a . , ( 7 83) , 10 87 : 8 . ]  
289 5 . Tuh burn cand les . Well , yo ' take tho s e  cand les an ' 

READ BIBLE AND PRAY yo ' kin take the Bib le an ' r ead the B ib le - j is '  1ak some-
NINE DAYS one have mis t reat you . Well , yo ' take thos e  candles an ' 

yo ' take th e B ib le an ' yo '  read i t  an ' yo ' prays , an ' � 
ovah that candle wh ile it ' s burnin ' , see , an ' yo ' 11 do th at ah th ink fo ' ' b out 
nine days an ' nigh t s , an '  yo ' ll gain f r i endship wi t de party that mis treats you . 

(What color candle do you burn f or that ? )  
Da t ' s  whi te . [Little Ro ck , Ark . , ( ? ) , 1459 : 19 . ]  
289 6 . I f you wanta do some dirty work with a b lack candle , you do the s ame as 

you would the gr een candle - cut the top of it o f f . And always turn it bottom 
up - d on ' t take the lit t le tail [wick ] that ligh t s  and s et i t  

HEADACHE STARTS s traight , b ut cut that o f f  and turn it b o ttom up wi th that name 
WHEN CANDLE LIT on i t . And they ' ll always suf f er with a pain in the head at 

certain t imes - like you ligh t i t  f er s ix , that mis ery ' ll s tar t 
at s ix ;  i f  you light i t  at nine , that misery ' ll s t art at nine ; i f  you ligh t it at 
twelve or thr ee in the evening , [ that mis ery ' ll start at twelve or thr ee ] . Th at 
mi sery wi ll las t  at leas t a hour . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 85 1) . 1317 : 9 . ]  

2897 . The b lack cand le is f o '  evil . That b lack cand le does a l l  the harm in 
the world . Well , yo ' j es t  - s ay ,  i f  yo ' wanted to do s omeone harm , in the day 

IMAGINE PERSON ' S  PICTURE 
CALLING 

TO HELL , TO HELL , YOU GO 
DRIFr FOREVER 

at twelve a ' c 10ck , make i t  no later , yo ' go into yore 
�, pull yore b l inds down , s et chew a dark candle 
b ehin ' yo ' .  An ' yo ' s e t  wi t chure face p ointin ' , s ay 
t o  the east an ' yo ' s e t  there . Yo ' s e t  there unt i l  -
i f  yo '  haven ' t g o t  their pi c ture , yo ' s et ther e unt il 
yor e mind j est kinda pi c tur e  them . An '  yo ' take that 

pic ture , say if yo ' wanta caus e them to g i t  ki lled some way - by running into a 
�, by running into a tr ain , or land s omewher e where de train kin run ovah them . 
Well , j es t  whu t  chew want , that one p articular thing t o  do ,  why yo ' j es t  call dat 
an ' da t b lack cand le wi ll be burning b ehind yo ' ,  s ee .  All r ight , chew ca ll dat 
per s ons name nine times . Den yo '  cro ss es - take yore f ingers an ' cro ss it like 
dat e Pu ll i t , s ee like dat - pull the f ing ers tog e ther .  

---(Pul l  your fingers together like tha t  - thes e b ig index f ingers . )  [ Crook 
index f ingers and pull . ] 

Uhnun . S ay ,  "To hell , to hell , yo ' go . D ri f t  forever . No con t ent . Th ere ' s  
no r es t  f or the weary . " And then tum , b low th e cand le out an ' then kneel in 
f ront of th e cand le an ' s ay ,  as k  f or s ix f eet . Then that g ives that cand le time 
to cool of f . See , ask for i t  s lowly - 8 i x f e e t .  Why d en all de smoke from 
dat candle an ' everyth ing will go o f f . Take yore cand le an ' g o  on b ack ab out 
yor e bus ines s .  [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( ? ) , 169 7 : 6 . ]  

CANDLE BURNING 
CAUSES HEADACHE 

289 8 . Now , you take that [ha t ] bow and you pu ts i t  in a enve
lope , you s e e . And after you puts i t  in an envelop e ,  you takes 
a b lack cand le and you light that candl e  and you wri te your 
�, you s ee ,  and lay your name in ther e , you s e e , wi th tha t  

b ow , and you burn that candle on i t , y o u  s ee .  When you bum the candle on i t , 
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well , that ' ll get you - i t don ' t do you no harm , � it get you the headache . 
You always suffering wi th the h eadache all the time - mis ery of the head . 

(Do you mean if I were burning it to someone I would write my name on i t ? )  
No , no l What the pers on name . 
(Oh , that pers on you are trying to harm? ) 
Yeah , the one you g oing to harm , you s ee .  Not your name , the one you are 

going to  harm , you s ee .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 82 3 ) , 1190 : 6 . ] 

BLACK CANDLE 
FAST AND PRAY 

289 9 . Now , a black cand le is f er enemies , a white cand le is fo ' 
luck . Yo ' kin buy a 25¢ candle . Anything y o '  want , yo ' kin g i t  
down o n  yo ' knees and pray and ask d e  Lord fo ' it . Ah b e ' s i n  d e  
hab i t  fo ' s ometime t o  f as t  and pray , an ' you ' ll  real ly g i t  i t . 

An ' if you have enemies removed , you could g et a black cand le and put it in a 
dark plac e  and burn it . Burn it fo ' nine nights and ask de Lord to move them , 
and he ' ll move them .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 3 ) , 889 : 4 . ] 

2900 . My husband lef t  me and stayed f ive months . But I didn ' t b urn the can-
dle mys elf , but his cousin burnt the candle . I never saw that b e fore . She take 

KNOCK AND CALL 
a p ink candle and ins tead of burning the candle as it is sup
pos ed to [burn ] like , she cut that top o f f  ther e and she turned 
it ups ide down and burn the bottom of the candle firs t , you 

unders tand , and when that candle burnt out - he went away from home , hadn ' t had 
no fuss or nothing , and s tayed f ive months . Well , I tell you what I did - and 
not know in , that she [ cous in ]  suppose to do me no harm - I want ed to  be sure 
there was nob ody wanted to  do me no harm . I went and got thr ee whi te  candles . 
[D emons trat es . ]  I burnt his name under the candles nine times , as I showed you 
just then on that piece of paper . And I would light the candle at night to burn 
while he was sleep ing - of cour s e ,  he wasn ' t  with me , and when I would light the 
candle , I would knock on the wall three times and I would call his name . And 
when I burnt nine candles he came back ,  and he been back ever since . [New 
Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 5 5 ) , 1348 : 6 . ] 

2901 . If  yore loved one g one , yore man or yore husban ' or whosomevah an ' yo ' 
want him back . Yo ' git chew nine pink candles . Firs t  git chure parchment papah , 

DIMINISHING DISTANCE 
NINE PINK CANDLES - TEMPLE INCENSE 

WASH CANDLES - PINCH OUT 

yo '  know dat white parchment papah , an ' yo ' 
write his name nine times on dis papah an ' 
g i t  chew nine wax candle . Dey say wax . Ah 
tr ied dat mahs elf . Whut ah ' m tellin ' yo ' ah 
did dat ·mahs elf . So ah knows . An '  set de 

candle on dis table an ' every candle yo ' s ets , yo ' moves it  up a little . Yo ' 
j is ' move i t up j is '  a speck. [This is the magic rit e  of d iminish ing d is t ance -
s imilar t o diminishing time , quantity , etc . ] 

(The firs t one you put down at th e b o t tom of the p aper? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' s ee , yo ' put it lak dat [ demons trat es ] .  Dat ' s  de  name , see - righ t  

there . S ee ,  dat ' s  d e  name . Now , yo ' done burned that one [ candle ] , see . Now 
yo ' - moves it  [next cand le ]  up agin . [These candles are succes sively moved nearer 
to you . ] Sometime it won ' t set  if yo ' put it at de end . Sometime yo ' have tub 
pu t it right direct in de center . [This cand le in the cent er of a sheet of p aper 
makes the magic quincunx - see No . 2799 , p . 802 . ]  See,  r ight in de center , fo ' it 
tuh hold , caus e sometime it ' ll cpee l ovah [probab ly means kee l  over ] ; but now 
when yo ' light de candle , wash it  - yo '  wash yore candle f irs t . But chah turn it 
bottom upward s o  dat d e  wick won ' t  git wet , an ' yo ' wash i t  of f wit clean watah -
j is '  let de watah drip off it , lak that . Den yo ' light chure candle . 

An ' then yo ' git tha t incense temple [ temp le incens e ] - dat goes wit dem can
dles . Yo ' burn dat e Yo ' put a little dr ibb le - well , say i t ' s a dram in ano thah 
sauc er . Den yo ' put de candle ovah in dis s aucer an ' yo '  b urn dat light . S ee ,  
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dat makes de smoke dat goes with d is name an ' dis candle . 
Now , sometime in burnin ' dis cand le it ' ll bring back ' fore nine days . An ' 

he ' ll come unexpected . Yo ' [when he appears at the door ]  go tta rush back an ' 
pinch it out . Don' t blow it out . Yo ' ll have tuh wet chur e f ingers an ' p inch de 
light out . An ' burn it in a tub lak a zinc , caus e yo ' know candles is s omepin 
dat ket ch f iah sometime when i t  f all ovah . An ' yo ' put it [ candle saucer and 
perhaps incense s aucer ] in a tub an ' yo ' burn it in yore privat e  room wher e yo ' 
sleep . Dat means in yor e b edroom - not in yore front [ room ] , neight [r ight ] in 
yore back [ room ] ; neither in de s ides [hall or s ide room i f  any ] . Yo '  gotta burn 
it right where yo ' s leeps in yore bedroom tuh b ring back yore loved one . I t  
gotta b e  right d er e  where yo ' at . [Algiers , La . , ( 1601) , 30 22 : 8 . ] 

2902 . You take the dead bones of somebody they ' s  related to . You take � 
candles [ d emons trates ] .  Like that a candle like that , you turn that cand le up

s ide down . You write the name of that person on that candle 
FLICKERING CANDLE that way . From the bo ttom to the top . Then you burn that 

candle thataway [demons trates ] .  
(Wait a minute l Put that candle upright now ,  the way it b elongs . Do you write 
the name on it now? ) 

No , no . [Demons trat es . ] 
(Then , all right - you turn the candle ups ide down , then you write the name 

from the top down to the bottom . All right . How many times did you s ay? ) 
[He did not say .  This ques tioning devi ce I us e f requen tly . ]  
Nine times . 
(Nine times . All right . )  
Then you burn this candle - leave i t  s tay down there . At the f licker of  that 

candle thataway , things is going bad ; but when the candle burn calm and straight , 
well then i t ' s  all right . 

(But you said you burned down tha t candle , didn ' t you? ) 
No , write their name nine times , but you b urns j us t  three of the cand les . 
(Oh , j us t  three of the cand les . I s ee .  Wh at color do you burn ther e? ) 
Any color . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Wax . 
(Just wax candles . You don ' t  burn anything else with - that ' s  all you do? ) 
Jus t the cand les . 
(Well , what will that do? Make you [ I  turned off  machine ] . )  [The dead bones 

did no t impress me , I asking no question about them . The important thing here is 
the flickering candle . ]  [New Orleans , La. , ( 883) , 1454 : 3 . ] 

2903 . I f  you want someone dat ' s  away f rom yo ' ,  you git chew a b lue candle 
gi t  up at s ix ' clock in de mornin ' and git chure b lue cand le and make yore wish , 

and write dere name on a piece of pap er . Jes t write 
NAME CALLED THREE TIMES dere name seven times on a piece of paper and fold it 

WRITTEN SEVEN TIMES toward s yo ' [demonstrates ] - dis way , to yuh and burn 
yore candle . When yo ' burn it one hour yo ' calls ' em ; 

when you burn it another hour you calls ' em . You burn it three hour s and call 
' em . They will certainly come to that call - don ' t care how far they is , they 

illl come . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 1) , 885 : 5 .  ] 
29 04 . I f  a pers on leave an ' yo '  want ' em back , yo ' 

CANDLE AND SULPHUR BURNED burn dat candle and yo ' burn sulphur . Yo ' take a 
NAME CALLED bran' -new box , j es t  a f ive-cent box of sulphur , and 

yo ' take a little piece of newspaper and yo ' ligh t 
dat pi ece of newspaper . And yo ' call de person name and j es '  dip yore hand in 
der e  [ the box ] three t imes ; and call dere name and while de paper be burning , yo ' 
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put dat sulphur in dere [burning paper]. Yo' know sulphur flames up like yellah, 
makes a different color. Drop it down dere three times and call dere name. Make 
a wish and burn dat sulphur three time a d!y. An' when dat sulphur be burning on 
and dose candles continously burning, dat'll bring 'em back toward yo'. [Mobile, 
Ala., (688), 956:4.] 

2905. A pink can'le is lucky - a pink can'le will bring yo' prosperity. A 
blue candle is fo' health an' prosperity in de home. Black candle is death. 

THREE HIGHEST NAMES 
SIGN OF CROSS 

Dat's bad - a black candle is bad. An' a white can'le 
brings a beautiful life - all de way down yo' past life, 
happy times. 
(Do you know how people burn these? Any special way?) 

Yassuh. Now yo' kin burn de can'les and after - when yo' start tuh burn 'em, 
say, "Name of de Father, Son and Holy Ghost." [Informant makes sign of cross.] 

(Cross yourself?) 
Yassuh, and after you say that you git down [on your knees] and ask fo' jest 

whatever yo' want - makes yore wishes, yo' know for whatever yo' want and that 
will sho' bring it tuh yo'. Burning de candle will sho' bring it to yo'. 

An' then yo' burn on Thursday. Always yo' burns a green candle fo' money, 
understand. But you always have to make the sign of the cross. [Mobile, Ala., 
(667), 880:7.] 

2906. Now, yo' kin take the black candle an' yo' kin burn it an' yo' kin kill 
'em. Jis' burn that black candle an' pray lak dat [pray for that purpose]. 
[Little Rock, Ark., (?), 1459:20.] 

2907. Ah would buy me a green candle an' burn de green candle an' put mah 
face to de east an' mah face in de west an' use de holy name Van seven times -
look to de east and look to de west an' use de holy name Vah seven times. [See 
how she changes "put mah face" to "look. "] 

HOLY NAME VAH 

(How do you spell that?) 
V-a-h. 
(Vah. ) 
Uh-huh. 
(When do you burn these green candles - how long?) 

Now, de ways of burnin' de green candles - ah lights ' em  twelve a'clock in de 
day. See, if ah'm goin' tomorrah tuh git hired, ah'll burn it twelve a'clock -
light it twelve a'clock today an' burn it smack up an' go up an' ask fo' me a 
job. Jis' burn one candle. Jis' lak ah'm goin' tuh work today an' ah want me 
a job an' ah know where ah'm goin' to, ah jis' burn dat one candle an' go on up 
an' ast me a job. Use de holy name Vah. [Memphis, Tenn., (947), 1526:12.] 

2908. (Let me get this straight now. You wet your fingers with saliva and 
just pull the flame to you. You don't touch the flame or anything at first, just 
keep pulling it to you nine times.) 

CANDLE SET IN WHISKEY 
PULL FLAME TO YOU 

That's right. 
(What did you say about a drinking man?) 
If he's drinking, put a teaspoonful of whiskey in there. 
(In the saucer?) 

Right around that candle whilst its burning. You see, you burn it up in three 
fifteen minutes. Well, this fifteen minutes you burn it, you see, and tell him 
what you want him to do and pull that light to you. Blow it out in the next fif
teen minutes when you get ready. You kin wait until the night or tomorrow - just 
be sure you burn it them three fifteen minutes. But burn it up and when you get 
that candle burn, that whiskey will be gone. About time it get down to about 
like that, the whiskey will be gone. And he'll be back in three days - inside of 
three days he'll be back to you. Ah'm telling you whut ah know. 
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(But in order to b ring him back ,  you must have that whiskey in that sauce r.) 
Yes , s ir, have that whiskey around that candle. [Mobile, Ala . , (679), 904:1 . ]  
2909. Take a whit e  candle to make a man love you and stay with you,  don ' t  get 

away from you. If he go, he can ' t  stay. 
(Well, how do you do that ? )  
You take a white candle and �r� o�l � l�i�t�i�n�s �u� g�a�r, sugar and salt - salt that's not 

never b een used out of . Just roll it, roll it good , roll it g ood ab out fifteen 
minutes - see, you roll it on a paper. And then you take a match . 

(A match?) 
Take a match and you hold that cand le right on there and light it, and you 

know, s moke it enough for it to melt for the paste [melted wax , sometimes called 
sponge] to come out, you know, and then you place it righ t in the middl e of a 
saucer. 

(Wait I You s tick this candl e  down on the s aucer?) 
Yes .  [The candle is set in the melted wax at the center of the s aucer. ] And 

if he is a drinke r, you know, and likes to d rink , well, you put you ab out a tea
s poonful of whiskey around that candle , and then you light that candle and you 
b urn that candle fifteen minutes and all the whils t you burn that cand le , well 
[demonstrates] , you be doing j ust like this , you know - like this wi th the flame, 
you s ee, f rom the candle. 

(You wet your two fingers in your mouth , and then you go  to the candle and 
pretend that you a re s ort of pulling this flame towards you - keep pulling it 
towards you . )  

Yes, that's it. And make your wishes what you want him to come b ack and do 
and what you don ' t want him to do - jus t  like - you burn it fifteen minutes . 

(At what time do you b urn that?) 
Any time, any time . Burn it any t ime ,  but in the three fifteen minutes you 

burns the cand le up - in the three fifteen minutes. And when that candle is 
burnt up, and all that whiskey ' s  gone, and [then] ins ide of five or nine days, 
he ' ll b e  back - he ' ll be back to you. [The two preceding versions of flame 
pulling and whiskey are from the same inf ormant but s eparated by 70 cylinders . 
I had her b rough t back because some of her material was badly recorded.] 
[Mobile , Ala. , (679 ), 9 74:2.] 

29 10. Take nine b roomst raws - in f ac' yo ' kin take one s t raw an' b reak it up 
into nine pi eces , an ' yo'  kin take dat s traw an ' lay it on a plate. An' lay dat 

NI NE BROOMSTRAWS 
CI RCLING CANDLES 

straw on de  b ottom of a plate an' yo' set a candle light, an' 
yo'  burn dat candle light eve'y mawnin' for ' b out twenty or 
thirty minutes . An' have i t  s et right in de midst of those 
straws , an '  yo' burn it every mawnin ' fo' ' b out nine mawnin ' s . 

Den yo' put it out. When yo'  put it out yo'  put dat name in d e  bottom of it, an ' 
dat's for food. Yo' always keep plenty food in de home. 

(What color cand le do you use?) 
Yo' use a white candle. Y o '  could use a green candle - it' s mo' f as ter, b ut 

yo' use a white candle. [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (1524), 2720:1.] 
2911. Well, i f  for instant, say, you got a husband - a man, and he ' s  done 

left you, you take a white candle and you burn it. That's to draw him b ack to 

SAUCER UPSI DE DOWN 
RESI STANCE VARIES 

you. All right, then when you get him b ack to you, you get 
a b lue cand le - that ' s  for true love . A pink candle is for 
success , s ee. All right, that ' s  what you do. 
(Well, how would you burn that b lue candl e? Or that white 

candl e to bring him back, for example?) 
With his name. 
(Expl ain the wh ole thing to me.) 
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Oh, explain the whole thing? 
(Yes.) 
You write his name three times and you put it under a saucer. You take a 
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saucer and turn it upside down and you put the candie on top of that, burn it. 
(Burn the candle - the white candle?) 
The white candle - that's to draw him. 
(Back?) 
Yes. 
(Well, do you burn that any particular time, or day, any particular length of 

time, or what?) 
See, this is burned completely out. 
(Oh, burn it completely out?) 
Completely burn it until hit makes a - takes effect on him to bring him back. 

See. It's according to the person's constitution. You see, sometime you don't 
have to burn them long - about two or three weeks. It's according to the con
stitution. Some people is [more resistant to candles]. 

(I see. Now, suppose he comes back, then what do you do with that blue candle 
there?) 

All right, you burn the blue candle - that's for true love. 
(And how would you burn it?) 
The same way. The same way - to keep his name completely under there. You 

see, you conquer him - you conquer anybody with their name. 
(And then what was the other candle?) 
The pink - that's for success. You'll be successful. You see, you burn the 

three candles - the white is to draw, blue is for true love, and pink is for 
success. [New Orleans, La., ( 821), 1185. ] 

2912. (What have you heard about that?) 
Well, if you have a fellow and he will leave home and you wanted him back, why 

you get you a candle - and you go out to the Crackerjack Drug Store some place. 

NINE LUMPS OF SUGAR 
IN CIRCLE 

(To what drug store?) 
It's a drug store in New Orleans called the Crackerjack 
Drug Store on Rampart Street. And you kin get you some 
candles for a quarter - just pink-looking candles, not 

white. You'd get you some lump sugar. And you write his name down nine times 
and you take that - you know, put that candle on top of that name. 

(What do you write the name on?) 
A piece of writing paper. 
(All right.) 
You take that writing paper and you write the name nine times, and then you 

see, you have that candle up there and you set the name to it. And you put those 
nine lumps of sugar around them then, makes your wish, and light that candle, and 
then he'll know the woman is - and he'll have to come back. 

(Do you light those candles at any certain time?) 
Yes, sir. 
(What time?) 
Well, about nine - about nine till eleven. 
(In the night or morning?) 
Well, you kin do it in the morning or you kin do it at night. 
(And you burn it until he comes back? Or do you burn it for a certain time?) 

No, you just burn - see, burn it from nine till eleven just for a couple of 
days and nat'rally, why he'll come back. 

(You take a piece of paper and you put it on something [not flammable], and 
then you melt some wax, and then you stick this candle on top of that paper.) 
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Yes, sir - piece of writing paper. 
(And you put this paper down under the candle and you put these nine lumps of 

sugar in front of the candle in a circle.) 
But you have to write his name on that paper. 
(I understand - nine times.) 
Yes. 
(Do you write the name, one right under each other? Or any way?) 
No, just write it under each other. 
(One right under each other in a line?) 
In a line. [Vicksburg, Miss., (761), 1041:8.] 
2913. They takes a cord string and they measure [foottrack] from the toe -

thisaway [demonstrates]. 
(Back to the heel?) 
Yes. Put a knot in 

on the heel. You take 

THREE KNOTS IN STRING 
NINE NOTCHES IN CANDLE 

the head at the toe, and one in the middle, and one exact 
that cord - you measure it. You take that cord, see, and 

you take a black candle and you make nine notches in the 
black candle, and you stick that [knotted string] in the 
candle and burn it upside down. 
(How would you stick that string in the candle?) 

You put the string on the side of candle and you stick it in there - pins in it. 
(You hold that string onto the candle while sticking pins in it.) 
You hold the candle [demonstrates] and just stick a pin in the candle and the 

string here - right at the toe and you stick it like that. And then you burn it 
upside down. 

(You put three pins in there [for toe, middle and heel] - and you burn the 
candle upside down.) [See margin-titles with pins.] 

Yes, sir. 
(How long do you burn that candle?) 
You burn it - one hour Monday, one hour Wednesday and one hour Friday, until 

you make, burns up those nine notches. You got your candle and you put your 
notches in it - nine notches. And after the nine days, then you got the case, 
you see. 

(What would they do that for?) 
To make you move. 
(What would the burning of this candle do to me? And that string, what will 

that do to me?) 
Oh, that make you travel far away - go on about your business. Travel away 

off. [New Orleans, La., (823?), 1196:2.] 
2914. That'll kill you. 

NINE BLACK CANDLES (Do you know how they are supposed to burn those?) 
FIVE UP AND FOUR DOWN Well, you take nine. 

(Black candles. Take nine black candles.) 
And you set five, you know, straight up like that [demonstrates]. And you get 
some little cups and you put four in them so they wouldn't touch the floor [ and 
start a fire], and you burn the other four bottom upwards, and in nine days time 
you are supposed to die. 

(I see. Well, what do you do with that ninth candle? What about that?) [Why 
I do not understand will be explained later.] 

Ninth? You got to have a odd one. 
(Oh, I see. You set that in a cup there?) 

Yeah, you put it in there. There was a lady burned 'em on my aunt. 
(I see. Well now, please explain that again. I can't hear with the noise.) 
You see you take nine black candles - they are about this high [demonstrates]. 
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(From the floor you mean?) 
From the floor. 
(About four feet high?) 
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Yes. They black - they are $1.50 apiece. And you take five of them and you 
know, you burn 'em like that. You light it right there [demonstrates]. 

(I see, so - standing straight up.) 
Yes, and you take the other four, but you take a little tin [can] and, you 

know, so it wouldn't touch the floor, and you put 'em in there and you burn the 
other four bottom upwards. [The wick is cut off and a new wick is made at bottom 
of candle.] But you have your name [on paper] up under them candles, burning, 
you see, and by them being so high, when they burn down, you see, in the ninth 
day, if they be done burnt down, you know, before the ninth day, well, you die. 

(You die, I see. What do you do with that ninth candle - that odd candle?) 
[This shows how carefully I listen to an informant. What happened to the 

ninth candle?] 
Well, you see that have to be a odd candle for to make you pass out. It can't 

be even, it had to be odd. 
(Well, don't they burn that ninth candle?) 
Burns the ninth candle. 
(Well, how do they burn that?) 
Well, you see you got five up. 
(Oh, I see. And four down?) 
And four down. 
(I see. I understand now.) 
[I understand because my informant has said, ''You got five up." At the begin

ning of her rite she says, ''You set five • • •  get some little cups and you put four 
in them." She says four when she means five; the four upside-down candles al
ready being in her mind. Many times I immediately pick up this sort of thing but 
in the usual noise and uncertainties of collecting an occasional unexplained 
action does occur. It is one of the reasons why I am inclined to over-question, 
sometimes beating a dead horse.] [New Orleans, La., (783), 1087:3. ] 

2915. Get you a John Ruskin cigar. 
(A John Ruskin cigar.) 
Cigar, and put it in a glass. Get a lump of ice and put it in a tub. And 

when you gonIa go before the judge, you have glasses round in there and have a 

NINE CANDLES IN NINE GLASSES 
TWO CIGARS AND ICE 

candle, nine candles, and let somebody - when you 
going down to the court - light those candles and 
have that glass setting in the center with them 
two John Ruskin cigar in it, and light them and 

let them be smoking. And have them candles burning. The judge will discharge 
you. 

(And you get a cake of ice - here's your cake of ice - and you put this glass 
on top of the ice with the two cigars in it?) 

Set it on top of the ice with the two cigars in it and all the glasses around, 
but you got to buy new glasses what ain't been used. 

(And how many glasses do you use around that cake of ice?) 
Nine. 
(And what color candles do you put in those nine glasses?) 
White. 
(Oh, white. I see. And these candles and the cigars are burning at the same 

time?) [See comment.] 
Burning while your case is going on - while you go into court. 
(But they must be John Ruskin cigars?) 



842 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

John Ruskin cigars. 
(I see.) 
[An ordinary water glass is put in the center of the cake of ice and into it 

are set two John Ruskin cigars. Circled about this glass with cigars stand nine 
white candles in glasses. The candles are lighted and apparently the cigars 
also; but the latter will not "be smoking." On this cake-of-ice altar, a cigar
smoking judge is confined by the magic circle of pure white candles - see Magic 
Circle, p.123, and the circular candle-rites of Doctor Yousee's interview. The 
glass with cigars in the center of four icy corners also completes a magic quin
cunx (p.710), giving us an unusual quincuncia1 altar.] [New Orleans, La., (824), 
1194:8. ] 

2916. You could take holy water and sprinkle it around - just like there any
thing that you had that you thought somebody was going to steal it. You take 

CIRCUMAMBULATION NINE TIMES 
holy water and make nine steps round your article -
whatever it was - like it was this here [my record
ing machine on the table between us] and you had an 

idea that somebody was going to steal it. Just make a circle round that nine 
times and set a black candle. 

(I see. And what do you do? 
Nine circles around that. 

You take nine steps around that?) 

(Oh, you make nine circles around it? I see. And then what will that do?) 
After you takes your �inth circle, then you light it. 
(Light the candle. What will that do?) 
That will - they'll be afraid, they won't even come around your house. [For 

circle or ring as protective device, see Magic Circle, p.123f., Nos. 2197-2198, 
p.626.] [New Orleans, La., (842), 1277:4.] 

2917. (Well, did you tell me something about doing something with the sub
poena?) [Among other things while machine turned off.] 

Yassuh, yo' take de subpoena an' yo' git chew some 
SUBPOENA FROZEN AND BURNED ice, an' git chew a black candle an' yo' take dat 

an' yo' put it on dat ice, an' take dat black candle 
an' set it up ovah there. Oat's fo' if yo' got de subpoena from de colt. Oat's 
tuh keep dem from talkin' on yo' [testifying against you]. [The problem of the 
shut-off machine I have discussed in the Introduction. Here I choose an awkward 
way to ask for a repetition of the subpoena material.] [Algiers, La., (1597a), 
3003:4. ] 

2918. See, heah, yo' 
yo' git chew a white wax 

WHITE CANDLE ON SUBPOENA 
CIRCLED BY SUGAR ON ICE 

git his subpoena, when he supposed tuh meet co't, an' 
candle. Yo' take dat wax candle an' yo' cut it - not 

de part whut yo' burn, it's de bottom part, an' yo' 
cut it till yo' cut to de wick. [Make a new wick at 
bottom.] Yo' git chew a piece of ice big enough tuh 
burn [last) as long as co't lasts. Yo' light dat 

candle an' yo' git chew some sugah an' yo' - a whole nickel wuth of sugah dat's 
nevah been used, an' take it an' po' all around on dat ice an' on top of dat 
candle, an' set subpoena on dat ice an' set de candle on top of it an' light it, 
an' keep it albumin' an' when he go tuh co't de judge will feel his sympathy. 
If he don't git clear, he wouldn't git much time - he would git a light sentence. 
[A light for a light sentence!] [Algiers, La., (1577), 2903:2.] 

CANDLE AND KEY CROSSED 
2919. If they stole somepin from you and you want to 
get it back, if you know the person. If you didn't know 
'em, you could get it back. If you wanted to know who 

the party was, you could get the Bible and you could find out who the party was 
and then you could get to 'em more so. But now, if a person would steal somepin 
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from you and you want to get i t back; if you could get a key - s ee, if you could 
get a key and get that party's name . S ee. You get that key and put it on a 
s tring. You g et this party's � and you g et you one of thes e  dark candles -
it's not a b lack one , it ' s  a lavender- looking cand le b ut it looks like its b lack.  
You get you one of them and you get these peop le ' s  name and you write that name 
on that candle, but you take this candle and you burn the cand le ups ide down in
s tead of burning his name ups ide down. You turn your candle over and you trim 
the ends - the oppo site end o f  it - you trim i t  and light that pa rt of the can
d le. You got his name and you write his name on that candle, see . But the 
deep er it is - you write his name as deep in the candle as you can get it.  If 
you can g et his name , write it  a s  deep in there as you can get i t .  You take that 
key and you put that key jus t  like this [demonstrates]. Here' s your candle here 
and you lay that key right across b y  that candle in this manner - jus t like that. 

(Sort of like a cros s .) 
Yes, s ir .  Jus t like [demonstrat es] I got my finge r - see , on that angle just 

like that. That' s the candle here , and lay that key jus t like that . 
(It isn ' t  a right angle , but it's ab out a 45 d eg ree angle . )  
A 45 d egree angle ,  yes s ir. Jus t  a cross . 
[Candle and key are cros sed .  The key is laid flat on the surface o f  the 

candle-container so that it touches the bottom of the candle . As you look at 
the candle, the key is not horizontal or at righ t  angles to your vision; it is at 
a 45 degree ang l e .  If you menta lly prolong the bottom o f  the cand le , key and 
candle would form a flat letter "X" cros s or a flattened S t.  And rew cross . As 
a matter of fact this is an upside-down (revers ed) tau cross or "T" cros s ,  also 
called St . Antho ny cross . If we include the ci rcular bottom of the candle or 
circular hole through the key , we have the aruz ansata or Egyptian ankh, symbol 
of life and prosperity . ]  

And h e  going to come back and he come back wi th a piece o f  yours that he ' s  
done taken from you . He might - he ain' t going to come back to you but he  going 
to come clos e around wheresomever you are a t ,  trying to sell it. S ee, he may not 
know i t's yours . He going to tr y to b e  selling it or something of  that sort ,  or 
mayb e  have it on , and you going to recognize it and you can catch him thataway. 
That'll b ring him back. [New Orleans ,  La . ,  (832), 1249:1.] 

CIRCLE OF THREE GREEN CANDLES IN SAUCER 
2920. A green cand le ' s  for money, see. 
(How would yo u burn that?) 
You take th ree g reen candles, jus t  like 

this [demons trates ] .  Fix ' em j us t  like the - you know, kind of a round . 
(You fix the three tog ether? Tie in a circle?) [Tie into a triangle . ] 
Yes ,  into a shape. You cut the top of 'um off. You write the pers on' s name 

nine times - whose ever name you wanta be on that cand le , nine times. You put it 
in a saucer with s ome cinnamo n ,  sugar, steel dus t  and quicks ilver , and you let it 
burn out there . And whatever you want 'em to do , they come and do that , after 
that , after that candle's burned out. [New Orleans , La . , (851), 1317:8.] 

MIRROR BEHIND BLACK CANDLE 
2921. Dey said tub take a b lack candle an' de 
pers on's name dat chew want out of de way , wri te it 
on dat candle and b urn it down; but place a mi rror 

behin' dat candle and when it burns out it wouldn ' t be long befo '  de  person dies. 
[Mob ile, A la . , (?) , 963:8.] 

SEVEN RED CANDLES 
IN A ROUND ROW 

2922. Say, when you g iving a party and you wanta have luck 
and success in your pa rty, say, just ' for e your party starts , 
you get you seven candles .  
(What kind? What color candles d id you say?) 

Red, and s et ' em on your tab le in a �ound �Ohl [circle] and you light those seven 
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candles . Well, you let ' em  stay lit, say ab out twenty or thir ty minut es . Well, 
you blows ' em out. Well , all r ight , aft er th e crowd is gone - wel l ,  say the 
par ty br eak up at elev en o ' clock; jus t about n ine- thir ty , well you s t art 'em 
burning again and burn 'em ab ou t thir ty minutes. Say tha t  brings luck and 
success to you . [Vicksburg , Mis s. , (744), 1014:4.] 

2923. (How do you do th at?) 
Say you cut it - take a pi ece of brown paper or piece of paper , but i f  the 

p erson is colored you use brown p aper and if they wh ite you use white pap er . You 
take an indelible pencil and you wri te th e nam e a cross 

BLACK CANDLE AND COFFIN it just like you wan t  it , you underst and. Then y ou set 
the bla ck candle on ther e  and burn i t  for nine days . 

(What is th at shape you cut out there, you say?) 
[Informant wi th imaginary s ciss or s and paper had cut out someth ing . ]  

I n  the shape of a cof fin .  Then you writ e i t  all kind of ways across and s o  on 
and th en you s et it [ can dl e ]  righ t in the middle of it [ co ffin] and burn it for 
nine days , the b lack can dle , and they sure will die - they sure will . [N ew 
Or leans , La. ,  (857), 1364:2.] 

2924. If th e pitchure i s  on a tintype - from my experien ce ,  not no pap er , on 
tin type - they can kill you with tha t . Take and bury it bot tom up an d [ or] then 
they can take and s et it in ink , put nin e  b lack candles around i t in the sh ape 
o f  a coffin and burn i t  for nine days . The bes t  time to burn i t  is a t  nigh t ,  
whils t you s leep so i t  gets the spiri ts on th em .  

( That's your photog raph?) 
Y es, on tintype. 
(Now , wha t els e  do they - for what o ther purpos e do th ey burn candles?) 
To evil? 
(Yes . ) 
To kill a person and put 'em on a drift, you know ,  hav e 'em s leepyf ied? 
(Y es , how would they do that?) 
Well, you j us t  takes a r ed candle .  
(A red candle.) 

And [or] a b lack can dle. And they burns that candle in ink for nine days , 
you' ll jus t drif t , j us t drif t away , and you don ' t  know wh at - y ou don' t  feel si ck 
or n othing , only just  drowsy and s leepy all the time . S ee . [New Orleans, La . ,  
(822), 1187:1+5.] 

'v; .2925. (She gets the pho tograph and wha t does sh e do th en?) 
'��he takes a nd she lays i t  out in ink. 

·�·{In ink? What do  you mean in ink?) 
Ink th at you wri te wi th - black ink, and she lays it out in ther e . 
(You mean she puts the ink down ther e and then she puts the photog raph on top 

of the ink?) 
She puts it  in the ink. 
(Oh , th is saucer or  someth ing - puts it  in there?) 
Yes . 
(All righ t.) 

And sh e puts th ese br ass tacks around it , nin e  b ra ss ta cks , and nin e cand les. 
(Wha t do you mean the bpa8s taoks? Jus t lay them around th er e?) 

No , jus t lay - they's real co f f in tacks .  
(And she j us t  lays them a round the saucer?) 
No , she s ti cks them in the wood, what sh e got laying out there. S ee, she have 

a special desk [altar ] f or tha t. 
(I s ee . )  
Tha t 's wh en you go to somebody that do that kind of work for you, you s ee . 
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They got a special desk [altar] for that, you unders tand . She put these nine 
brass tacks down [round] in there and set your picture in it ,  and she speak to 
hit , jus t like as if  I was, "I'm going to kill you . "  Well , that ' s  the way she 
talk to this photograph. And she light these nine [black] candles there and in 
nine days wheresomever you at , it'll kill you. 

(The photograph has to be a tintype, I s ee . ) 
No, paper. [New Orleans, La., (838) , 126 0:8. ] 
2926 .  (Tell me the whole thing all over again about that doZZ baby. What did 

they do with that?) 
You s ee ,  you takes a doll - you make it like in the shape of a per son . Then 

you put my name - put the name there. Write your name all along there . Well , I 

BLACK CANDLE 
DOLL BABY 
LITTLE COFFIN 

name this person such-and-such a name - that's the person. Well, 
you ' ll take that doll and you'll put it in a box.  Well, every 
morning you take that and you ' ll take a black candle and you'll 
set that doll, set that down there, put it  on top of the box, but 
with the pers on's name who you want to do that to. Then you do 

that for nine mornings, and aft er th at, you'll take that doll and you'll put -
make a little coffin and you'll put that doll in a coffin, and you get you nine 
r ed beans and you put 'em in there , and then you'll take th at person's name and 
then with that  doll, and you'll take and take a lemon and you'll bury that doll. 
But you see, the doll don ' t  get in the lemon, but you'll put their name and put 
that doll in the ground, and then put their name and the lemon on top of it and 
bury it . 

(What will that do?) 
Well, that make 'em all up set - that will make 'em wander, see. [New Orleans, 

La., (834), 1255 : 3. ]  
29 27 .  Yo' git up every mawnin' at ' fore six a'c10ck an' s crub an' den yo' 

burn yore candles . Y o '  scrub wit ahambep Zye an' oil o f  anis e, sugah an' lye 

CANDLES AND BUSINES S 
an' sa1tpetah, an' garlic an' cinnamon. Yo' do dat aroun' 
s ix 'clock in de mawnin'. Yo' buy all dese things .  It ' ll 
bring luck to yore place. [Many examples of scrubbing for 

bus ines s, as well as the ingredients us ed here, will be found in subs ection BUSI
NES S  AND CUSTOMERS, pp . 669-744 . Candles are usually not added to the s crubbing. ] 
[Memphis, Tenn . , (959 ), 154 3: 3. ] 

CANDl1E FOR BETrER CROP 
29 2 8. Go to the railroad track for sp ikes . 
(For what? ) 
For spikes . 

(What do you mean? Those big iron spikes that hold the rails down?) 
Yes . 
(What do they do with thos e? ) 
They take one of thos e spikes - like if you go out on the railroad track and 

say - you ain't got no - you haven't had no prosperity in your crop probably. 
(Your what? ) 
Your crops and all that - like you make corn. 
(Oh, your crop - the things you grow.) 
The things you grow. You go to the railroad track and get a big spike and 

bring this spike b ack and burn you a candle over that spike , and when that, re
gardles s of what length of time - you take that candle when that candle goes out, 
burns ou t there - you take that spike that  was burning under that candle and was 
laying in your house , and bury that spike under your steps and let it stay � 
your steps for nine days. BUry it with the head up and the s traight [side] down. 
Take it as near as you can to the center of your field and dig a deep, deep hole 
and bury it , after you take it up after the nine days under your steps where you 
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walked over it. Take it in the center of your field, as near as you can and bury 
it in your field, deep, deep so you won't plow it or cultivation won't bring it 
up. And let it stay in the middle of your field, and you'll have better crops, 
bigger corn, better cotton - higher cotton and all that. 

(You say you burn this candle and say a novena?) [Novena shows machine had 
been stopped.] 

Yeah. 
(I see. What sort of a candle do you burn for that?) 
A white candle. 
(Why white?) 
A white candle is best to use unless you using something against some person. 

A white candle is the best always. 
[This is one of my few farming rites. As a matter of fact I never asked about 

them, considering them general folklore.] [New Orleans, La., (828), 1219:2.] 
2929. Yo' take some of dis same solution yo' know, salt watah, an' put it all 

in de room yo' know, all aroun', an' then yo' burn those little [white) tapers, 

CANDLE TO RENT ROOM 
too. Burn that all aroun' an' yo' git this bergamot an' 
perfume de room with that, yo' understan', an' that's good 
luck. 

(That will rent the room for you.) 
Ah've had experience in that mahse1f. [New Orleans, La., (1563), 2859:3.] 
2930. Well, say for n'instance if you are in trouble - anything of that sort. 
(Anything. ) 
If you in trouble, you take a red candle - for n'instance, you take a red 

candle and you get the judge's name. You get the judge's name and you write his 

RED CANDLE AND JUDGE 
name like I 'fore told you, but it's a diff'rent candle -
you write on the red candle. You burn that candle. 
(You write the name down?) 

Yes, sir. Down. Now, say for n'instance that you goin' to go to trial - today's 
the day which is the 13th. All right, you goin' to go to trial, say the 20th. 
Well, you might get you a subpoena to go to trial - maybe today and get that sub
poena. You got the judge's name. Well, you start from today. You get you a red 
candle and you burn that candle daily. See, you write that judge's name down on 
that candle. Now, as you writing his name down on that candle and you burnin' 
his name, you take and you write the judge's name down nine times on one piece of 
paper, and you keep that in your right shoe. You wear your underwears on the 
wrong side until the day of trial. 

And on the day of trial you still got your paper in the shoe. If that paper 
should happen to wear out, which some people sweats in the feet aplenty - that 
wears out, well, then, you write that name over nine times and put it in the 
right shoe again and keep your underwears on the wrong side. When you leave on 
the morning of court to go to trial, you turn your bed upside down. You leave 
the whole house in fact in - you know, the whole house upset. See. And you go 
ahead on to trial. When you go to trial, it won't be nothing to that. That'll 
be over with - without lawyer, no money or nothing. [New Orleans, La., (832), 

DRINK MUDDY RIVER WATER 
THROW OVER SHOULDER 

1239: 3. ] 
2931. Lak if ah wus goin' tuh co't today, ah'd go tuh 
de rivah an' ah'd git me - 1ak if ah had tuh go tuh 
co't tomorrow, ah'd go tuh de rivah tonight, see. Well 

de watah's muddy. Ah'd git me a quart bottle of watah. An' ah'd take me about a 
nickel of sugah, white sugah, an' ah'd put in dere. Ah'd take a lemon an' ah'd 
open it an' ah'd squeeze de juice of dat lemon in dere. Ah would take de judge's 
�, see. Lak if his name is Judge Andrews, ah'd take his name. See, dat'd be 
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fo' mahself, an' some honey an' some sugah. 
candle. 

Write his name an' git me a white 

( Would you write his name just once?) 
Well, dat's all jis' in a co't case. 

de piece of papah. 
Er, no, yo' write his name nine times on 

(How would you write it?) 
Well, yo' kin write - for de judge, yo' write it [demonstrates] disaway an', 

write it disaway an' that way an' come back an' write it that way. 
(Cross it.) 
Yes. An' yo' leave that burn at night, an' leave dat lemon - dat watah from 

de rivah set there to that lemon. Tomorrah mawnin' when yo' git up tuh git ready 
tuh go tuh co't, yo' take some of dat watah an' yo' drink it, a glassful, of dose 
little glasses - take one lak dat full [demonstrates] an' drink date An' when 
yo' be goin' out, yo' leave from de house, yo' take de rest of de watah an�row 
it behin' yo', but don't nevah look aroun' - jis' throw dat behin' yore back, 
see. An' when yore case come up, well, he'll keep on settin' it back. He'll 
nevah call yo', jis' keep on settin' it back until yore case nevah be called 
again. Dat makes yo' win de case - it nevah be's called. 

(Now when you burn that candle, do you burn it just a little bit or burn it 
all night long?) 

Yo' let it burn all night long till, yo' know until it burns down. [Algiers, 
La., (1590), 2987:2.] 

2932. (How do they burn a candle on your photograph?) 
Well now, a photograph, if I want - you mean that if I want to harm you or. 
(Yes, either harm you or do any good or any way.) 
Well now, if it's to harm you - I tell you if it's to harm you. I tell you 

what the y do to your photograph. I·use a candle again, but I use a black candle. 

PHOTOGRAPH AND BLACK CANDLE 
MILT AND FILTH 

You see, you get a black candle. You gets a black 
candle and instead of writing the name down thisa
way, you write it around the candle. See, you 
write that name [demonstrates], like you start 

here, you write it here - every, about every inch, you write the name. You take 
the photograph and you turn it upside down, what I mean, turn it on the head, and 
you burns it by that black candle. You take one of - if you can get two of 'em, 
you get two [photographs]. It would be better. You got one there by the black 
candle and you [get] the other one and you pin it or shove it up under your fire
hearth, you see. It's not going to burn up under there. Just put it in that 
fire-hearth, you make all the fire you want. You put it up under that fire
hearth, but you put it on the left-hand corner of your fire-hearth and put it 
as high as you can get it. And you can make fire and everything else, it's not 
going to burn at all. It's going to do more harm than anything else, it's not 
going to do no good; if it burns, it ain't going to do no good. See. But it's 
best not to let it burn. And, if I was going to do that to you - see, if I was 
going to do that to you, I would put the photograph, the second one, on the left
hand side of my fire-hearth. And I'm got one on the mantelpiece, upside down, 
burning by the candle. I'm got your name and I get me what you call a meZt. 

(A what?) 
A melt. 
(What's that?) 
[I wanted to be certain he is not talking about melted wax - see CANDLE SPONGE 

BURIED, p.848f.] 
That's something that looks like a - it comes from a cow, looks like a cow's 

tongue almost, but it's called the meZt. 
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(The meLt.) 
[MeLt of course is milt or spleen. For example: "If hogs are slaughtered in 

autumn and the small part of the milt lies toward the head • • • sign of an open 
winter; if the large part • • •  a severe winter. At times • • •  belie f differently ex
pressed . • •  if the milt • • •  ends in a blunt point • • •  a cold winter • • • tapers to a 
point, a warm winter. Milt is usually called meLt are rarely spleen." (FACI, 
2ed., 1965, p.28.) With the original belief, I debated some time whether to use 
meLt or milt. Morever, I broke it up into two parts; using milt for the first 
(No. 30 7) and spleen for the second (No. 308) - FACI, 1st ed., 1935, p.12.] 

I'd get me one of those meLts, see. I'd get that meLt, you see. I'd get that 
and I'm going to spread it. I spread it. I get your name and if I can get any 
of you r filth at all, I'll cut that [meLt] open and I'm going put it into this 
meLt. I'll put this in your [my] meLt and I'll keep it hung up there for three 
days in that fire-hearth where your picture is. Then from there I take and I 
goes bury that meLt. I bury that meLt and when I bury that meLt, I take this 
picture from there and I buries it alongside of that meLt. And after burying 
that picture with that meLt, I cover it and I lights me another candle, but I 
move that candle. The first candle I got, I won't light it there [in the fire
hearth], I'll light it in a dark place. See, I'll [put] this candle in a dark 
place for nine days. I'll limit it to nine days and in nine days I'll have you 
just where I want you. Yes, sir. 

(Do you light that black candle at any particular time?) 
Well, I got - I light my black candle. See, if I light a candle, I light it 

at nine o'clock in the morning, I light it at three, and I light it at six -
that's three times a day, that's all. [New Orleans, La., (832), 1243:1.] 

2933. Take de scissors - lak if yore place is haunted, yo' kin take a pair of 
scissors an' open dem see, an' set chew a light yo' see, an' anything come round 

dere dat's a evil spirit, dey go away. 
CANDLE AND SCISSORS (You set any particular kind of light?) 

A candle, a pink candle - eithah a white candle. 
[New Orleans, La., (1558), 2837:14.] 

2934. When yore ole man is gone away an' yo' wanta bring him back, if he left 
any ole dirty socks - if yo' kin git any of his ole s ocks, git de left sock. It 

wants tuh be dirty though, not clean. An' yo' take it an' 
CANDLE AND LEFT SOCK yo' go out in front of yore do'. Well, yo' do it 'bout 

between three an' fo' a'clock in de mawnin' . Go out in 
front of yo' do' an' dig a hole an' bury dat sock an' cover it up. Yo' go in-de 
house an' yo' git chew a piece of tablet an' yo' write his name nine times on dat 
tablet. Den yo' git chew a black candle, put dat piece of papah down an' set de 
candle on it. 

(Just a moment. Do you put the names up or down?) 
Put the names right across. 
(No. Do you put the names up so that you can see them, or down?) 
Put the names [face] down. Then set the candle on it an' burn that candle, 

an' in three days dey'll return. Dat's whut ah know 'bout date 
(But you must leave that sock out there?) 
Yo' leave that sock out there until dey return. Ah've heard of men takin' a 

woman's stockin's an' makin' her came back. Ah've heard of men takin' 'em an' do 
'em in de same manner. [Memphis, Tenn., (1544), 2804:1.] 

2935. Now de black candle - take a black candle and write 
CANDLE SPONGE BURIED a person's name on it right straight up and down, jest all 

up and down and burn it. An' if you don't want them to 
come to yore place any more, after you burn it you take a sponge and name it 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 849 

after them and bury it in the back. 
(Take a sponge you say?) 

They will never come to that place any more. 

Yassuh, take de candle sponge after it's [wax is] melted - de candle sponge 
after it's burnt. 

(Oh, you mean that melted candle - you call that the sponge?) 
Yes. 
(What do y ou mean, put it in the back?) 

In the back yar d. They'll not come back to that place any more. [Mobile, 
Ala., (671), 885:4.] 

2936. Yo' kin burn these light green candles, yo' see, an' yo' burn that 
candle an' make yore wishes. An' if yore wishes come as yo' make 'em, an' yo' 

NO DONATION - NO SUCCESS 

LET CANDLES BURN OUT 

promise tuh save somepin, an' yo' go ahead an' donate 
dat to de church, well yo' d  be successful. [New 
Orleans, La., (1560), 2856:11.] 
293 7. Burn 'em on people. 
(Do you know wh at they burn or how they do it?) 

Yo' could burn nine of 'em - nine white candles. Yo' light 'em - don't put 'em 
out. Jis' lak if yo' wanta git somebody there, yo' light those nine candles an' 
set 'em there an' let 'em burn till they burn down - let 'em burn till dey 's out. 

An' whatevah it is dat chew want - if it somebody come back, yo' goin' have 
success with them candles. Yo' writes they name, see. Set each one those candle 
on their name - nine candles - under de nine candles an' set it afiah, an' let 
'em burn till dey burn down. They will be on their haid comin' back; when that 
burns down dey will be there. [Little Rock, Ark., (897), 1469:9.] 

2938. To kill dat out, why yo' jest go right on back home an' burn yore can-
dles. Take y ore Zuoky pieoe [that is losing its power] an' set it right between 

LUCK PIECE OR HAND 
RECHARGED BY CANDLES 

dem candles, two candles, an' set it right between dem 
candles for maybe two or three times yo' know a week, an' 
den go an' try yore hand again. Yo' see, dat do's away 
wit it. It will come back to yo'. 

(I see, if some other fellow has a stronger hand than mine, I take my hand home 
and put it between two candles.) 

Dat's right, an' put chure Zuoky pieoe - dat's right, put one dere an' one 
dere [demonstrates]. 

Shet chure room up - jest shet up y ore room an' go ahead an' jest burn 'em 
long a s  you wanta. 

(Any color candles?) 
Any color. [I believe this is my only example of a worn-out hand being re

charged between two candles. For time limit on hand� feeding it, and renewing 
its power, see pp.577-580.] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1024), 1658:1.] 

2939. You can easily tell that they are candles being burned over you. You 
can take a - even with a deck of cards and tell when a candle's being burned over 

WHETHER CANDLE 
BURNING AGAINST YOU 

RUN CARDS 

you. 
(How would you do that?) 
You take a deck of cards and if you run a deck of cards wit 
a queen and a jack running in diamonds - y ou take a deck of 
cards and shuffle them off, put 'em in nine piles, one 

time. Shuffle ' em  off again and put 'em in piles. Shuffle 'em off again and put 
'em in piles. Search the piles and see if you f ind any three times you run 'em 
off in the nine piles, three times [if] you can find that the queen and the jack 
are in the same pile. Then you come back with the cards in five piles and try it 
the same way, three times, and see if you find the queen and jack. See which one 
leads the other and when the deck is facing you, which one y ou find first more 
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often, the queen or the jack. Then you will know a woman is burning candles. 
Then you will see if a woman have any candles burning on you. 

Now, your way to get them out. You'll have to make a novena yourself against 
that, and burn a candle against that. But keep yours in a continous burning and 
when your candle is out, be sure that it don't go out until it burns out. And 
when your candle burn out, then the candle against you will go out, unless. 

(About those cards you spoke about. If the queen comes first more often, then 
a woman is burning the candles?) 

Then a woman is burning the candles. 
(If the jack comes first, then a man is burning the candles?) 

Then a man is burning the candles. 
(I wanted to make certain I understood that.) 
That's right. [New Orleans, La., (828), 1213:6.] 
2940. If a person is burning a candle against you, you don't know exactly who 

it is. All right, you get you a deck of new cards. This candle, well you name 
'um - you name the candle, just say, like if you take hearts or diamonds or what

ever you want to call it. You run them cards three times - you cut and run 'em 
three times. Understand? All right. And if it shows up what you running on in 
them three cuts, you lay 'em down - don't play 'em. It's regular old playing 
deck of cards like you go to the drug store and buy. You run them three times, 
the deck, and you lay 'em down and go out about your business. Well, tomorrow, 
you run 'em three times again, see. And if they running the same thing [you run 
them the third day], you run 'em nine times - that'll be three days. And if they 
run the same thing [on the third day], all right you lay 'em there. If they 
don't run the same thing, it's certain. You understand. If they run the same 
thing, it's just like if you put your hand on something and knows when something 
is going on. If you put your hand on and feel it, why you know it 's moved; well 
if it ain't - if it don't move and you got your hand on it and you don't feel it, 
why you know it ain't moved. So, that's the way that goes. [New Orleans, La., 
(831), 1236:4.] 

2941. [How do you feel when a candle is burning against you? You almost 
always have a headache. On rare occasions instead of headache you are over

powered by restlessness.] 
HOW DO YOU FEEL You kin feel it when they're burn in' - you can't be, you know, 

satisfied. You can't stay nowhere long in peace - you're jis' 
walkin' • [Memphis, Tenn., (962). 1552: 2 . ] 

2942. De white candle - ah want to tell yo' dat's fo' peace. Well, yo' put 
five Christian names - five people that chew think are Christians. Den yo' put 

MISTAKE PUTS OUT CANDLE 
CHRISTIAN LIVING AND DEAD 
SINNER AND BILL COLLECTOR 

five dead people name on de candle that are Chris
tians. Well, quite natural, those dead Christians 
is working wit de live Christians an' make dam de
vote their time an' dere energy an' do ever¥thing 
in their power they possibly can to make yo happy. 

All r igh t • 
":, O�

n_a_F_ r _ i _ d
_a ..... y ....... y..;. o _' _b_ur_n�r_e_ d_c_ a;;,;.. n_d_ l_ e

_s;;.... 
(How many?) 
Just one. 

five white candles?) (You burn these 
No, t:ley aren't 
{How do you put 

Yo' would write 

five. Those are five names. 
those names on the candle?) 
them this way [demonstrates]. You write them with a pin - a 

straight pin. 
(That's with the white candles. Now what about Friday with 
The red candles on Friday, yo' use de same tactics; but dis 

the red candles?) 
time yo' use five 
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peoples names you are in debt to, and den three dead sinners. An' yo' git dose 
three dead sinners, they are on there to Whup these people that chew owe to who 
tantilize yo' 'bout chure bills. 

(Now, what time of day do you burn those? Any time of day?) 
No, yo' light them befo' sunup an' let them burn there till they go out - they 

go out theirself. Or if yo' write on them wrong or do the wrong thing with it, 
well it will go out. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (977, just after), 1588:5.] 

2943. If I was burning a candle on you here and you'd be in Chicago, the way 
to make that candle go out, if it was an evil [candle] - if it would be working -

TO PUT OUT CANDLE AGAINST YOU 
HOODOO OR FORTUNETELLER 
WELL UP ON CLAIRVOYANT POWER 
DIREC T WITH THE ASTRAL PLANE 
MIGHT KETCH THE VIBRATION 
CONCENTRATING WITH WILL POWER 
OFFER UP PURE WHITE LIGHT 
POP! POPI POPI 

if it was a black candle and [or] it would be a 
red candle - [I] would be burning that candle on 
you. And the moment you burn an eviZ aandZe on 
you, why it starts with a head - you have a ten
dency to have a headache. That's first starting 
off you have headaches. Well you light that 
black candle. I turns around - the moment I find 
out I may go to some hoodoo or go to a fortune
teller, and she might ketch the vibration right 
away, if she's pretty well up on clairvoyance 

work, the first thing she would offer up, that is, to set a pure white light. 
Then sends her thought direct with concentrating and with will power, and demand
ing whatsomever she desire with controlling power, and that light immediately 
over there - after she would burn her light one inch - it would say - Pop! -
popl - pop! Burn down at once. It won't go out, though - it just burn clean 
down. Now, I've seen that over there at de house, 1917, right here in Lafayette 
Street. 

(That candle that's burning against you would melt right away?) 
Melt jist like - right down like that, just push down. 
(It would give her controlling power?) 
Yeah, controlling power - using controlling in dealing direct with the astraZ 

pZane. [New Orleans, La., (819), 1171 :4.] 
2944. Suppose it you, your case. There your case down - somebody burning it 

[candle] on you. If you deserve it, there's nothing [known] to me that you can't 
[can] do to make [spell] go off. I'm going to tell you 

IF YOU DON'T DESERVE IT the details like it is. But if you don't deserve it, 
THEY GOES OUT THEJSELF they goes out theyself - cause you cannot burn it on 

nobody that they don't like that [unless] they deserve 
it. They cannot harm you if you don't deserve it, cause there is plenty of can
dles for something very low, very dirty. [New Orleans, La., (862), 1380:1.] 

2945. Use de straw jis' fo' de haid business. Jis' lak ah wus tellin' yo' 
when a person's haid is all upsetted, dey jis' didn't know whut tuh do. Ah've 

heard dey'll go tuh work an' dey'll go to a store or to yore 
BROOMSTRAW STOLEN place an' if dey see a new broom, dey'll take a straw outa 

dat new broom an' dey'11 put it in dey haid an' dey'll use 
three words, "In de Name of de Father, de Son an' de Holy Ghost." Dey'll put 
dat - dat's tuh ease dey haid. Some of ' em  will ease dey haid wit dat straw. 

(Just one straw?) 
One straw, and dey'll stick it up in de top of dey haid. Yo'll say three 

saints' words, see. Dat'll give it easement but it'll nevah stop. 
[This informant's belief is more hopeless than the preceding rite. There the 

candle would go out if you did not deserve it, here your headache (caused by a 
candle burning or burnt against you) can never be cured.] [Algiers, La., (1602), 
3024: 7.] 
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2946 . Well , the way to s top it - the easy way to s top it  would be to go to 
somebody house , not your hous e , get a straw out of the broom , a b ro oms traw .  

(One straw? ) 
BROOMSTRAW BROKEN One straw ,  but you break it  and you cross it  and you � 

that in your hair - like that [demons t rates ] .  
(Like a cross in your head ? )  

A cross i n  your head , yes sir , about 2 1  days and you can s top i t . But i f  you 
let it get too far , you can ' t stop it . But [ i f ]  you g o  to somebody right away 
and you find out what ' s your troub le , you can s top it . [New Orleans , La . , ( 786) , 
1091 : 3 . ] 

2947 . If you think candles is bumin ' on you , you kin burn one on [ th em ]  
yoreself . Suppos e dey says , "Well , dere ' s  cand les burnin ' o n  you . " Well , you 

burn a candle - break it in half , if you think a candle is 
BROKEN CANDLE AGAIN bumin ' on you or some �ader [ reading the cards for you ] 

will tell you a candle is bumin ' on you . Or you feel lak 
a candle ' s  burnin ' on you , git a candle an ' break it  in hal f ,  j is '  half , [ and ] 
read , well mayb e 118 Psalms , an ' light i t .  [ For other b roken c andles , see p . 8l6 
and Index . ] 

(Do you light this candle you break? Or another one? ) 
Light dat one - it ' ll burn . 
(Where do you light it? ) 
J is ' crack it lak that - [ light it ] de usual p lace . I t ' ll remain [ lean ] ovah 

but it ' ll burn . That ' ll s top de othah candle from bumin ' . 
(How would I feel i f  I felt that a candle is being burnt on me? )  
Oooh , you feel bad , feel somethin ' s  been crossed ,  an ' you s ay , "Well , ah musta 

been crossed. You feel bad . You feel bad all de time an ' you j is '  feel lak yore 
livah is outa ordah an ' lak that . Maybe yore b lood feel lak i t ' s  a little hot . 
Yo ' don ' t res t well , an ' yo ' don ' t have no success , an ' j is '  lak feelin ' down all 
de time .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 925) , 150 2 : 6 . ] 

29 48 . I ' ve heard that you could take a g lass and take a - if  a person ' s  burn
ing a b lack candle on you , you would take a glass and break the bottom out of it , 

BROKEN WATER GLASS 
UPSIDE DOWN 

OVER WHITE CANDLE 

and turn hit bot tom upwards over a white candle and light 
it and sprinkle devi l dus t on that candle and let it burn . 
I t ' ll worry that person j us t  as much as it  wi ll you . 
( I t  won ' t  put the other candle out though? ) 
No , sir . 

( But it  will worry them .  I see .  You mean by devi l  dust that devi l ' s snu f f ? )  
Yes , sir . 
[ Chances are that de vi l  snUff comes not from devil ' s-snuf fbox but from hoodoo 

s tore . ] [Mob ile , Ala. , (679) , 9 7 4 : 3 . ] 
29 49 .  Yo ' kin feel it what evah certain hour dat dey burn dat candle - � 

begin tuh feel de ' fects . Well , it ' s  a piece in a Bib le dat yo ' go clip dat 
verse out o f  dat Bib le and whenevah dat feelin ' git 

BIBLE AND GOD BLESS THEM on yo ' when dey s tart aburning dat candle ,  yo ' go 
somewhere in a close corner and read dat verse out o f  

dat Bib le • .  See , read d e  vers e out o f  dat Bib le ins tead o f  - don ' t say ,  git  mad 
with de person whut chew think burning it . Yo ' j es t  say .  "God bless ' em , "  or 
some thing an ' read dat verse out of dat Bible . That will turn it back .  Dey say 
dat vers e will b e  so s trong - ah forget de name of dat verse ,  what ver se i t  is .  
An '  they say it ' ll go out - de candle can ' t burn , because yo ' know dat ' s  always 
stronger power den de devi l .  [Mobile , Ala . , (688) , 95 7 : 3 . ] 

2950 . [ If they] burn de candle tuh harm yo ' , gi t up an ' light chew a red can
dle an ' read Psalms 112 , an ' read Psalms 113 and 114 - uh-huh , de hundred Psalms 
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de thi rt een ver s e  an ' fo ' teen ver s e  of Psalms . 
(What would happen then? ) 
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Well , whos omevah wus trying tuh do yo ' evil , they would leave you alone i f  dey 
b urnin ' dat candle . Light the red candl es , yes , when yo ' g i t  through an ' - yo ' 
r ead that an ' put de salt in each corner o f  de hous e  - an ' b low i t  out . Yo ' not 
supposed [ ord inar i ly ] tuh b low a cand le out ; yo ' supposed to smother it out lak 
dat [demons trates ] .  

(Those candles you burn you mean? ) 
Yes . 
[Normally th e red o r  any candle would b e  snu ffed out , but here i t  is b lown 

out . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1526 : 17 . ]  
29 5 1 .  Well , whenever they ' r e trying to harm you , if i t ' s  wi th a candle ,  you 

take the Bib le and you g e t  up every morning j us t  b e fore sunr i s e , look to the eas t 
and you make a prayer . Then you read a vers e in the P s alms , 

P SALM 9 1  BACKWARDS the 9 1s t  P s a lm , wh ich is suppos ed to b e  one of the s tronges t 
P salms o f  David . You read i t  - a verse out ' of that b ack

war ds . St ead of reading it down , you reads i t  b a ckwards every mo rning for nine 
mornings s t raight . 

(Would that make the cand le go out ? ) 
Yeah , reading this Bib le b a ckwards for nine morning s , that ' ll put tha t  candle 

out and s et the hous e on fir e .  
( I  see . And s e t  the hous e on f ire? ) 
I t ' ll s et the hous e on fire . 
( I  s ee , I s ee . ) 
Cause they g enerally have the candle in a closed space and wherever th at i s , 

the heat ' ll b e  s o  that i t  will ignite . The way the cand le ' 11 do i t , i t  will b end 
over and eventually burn the paper - whatever they got under ther e . Sometimes 
they writes your name for nine times on th is paper , b ackwards and forward s , prob
ab ly cros sways . But you mus t  us e an indelib le penCil , see . And s ome times the 
candle drops over - it ' s  always a mat t er that it looks like i t ' s  a accidental way 
to do . I t ' ll drop over and p rob ab ly b urn the s carf o r  ket ch the paper wherever 
the wax h ave run , you s ee , and it will set f ire . I ' ve s een it happen many t imes .  
[New O rleans , La . , ( 820) , 1180 : 4 . ] 

295 2 .  Yo ' take a pure whit e  cand le ,  co ' s e wh ite is purity an ' yo ' ligh t dat 
whi t e  cand le an ' yo ' turn it bo t tom upwards . Y o ' take an ' light da t fore end o f  
i t  an ' yo ' s ay yore prayer ovah it , an ' yo ' take y o ' two need les or two pins an ' 

s t ick i t  in d ere on dat candle , an ' dat candle 
PRAYER AND MAGIC OF THE OPPO SITE will go out . 

(That candle that someone i s  b urning agains t 
you wi ll g o  out . How do you s tick thos e - ei ther needles or pins ? ) 

Cross ' em  cros sways - needles or - no pins - needles or mat ches . [This is a 
whi t e  candle b urned agains t a b lack c and le . ]  [N ew Orleans , La . , ( 1558) , 283 4 : 5 . ] 

29 53 . If someone is b urning a b lack cand le on you - th at ' s  that wopryin ' 
candZe - you pray and burn a wh ite candle and whosoever you think dis l ikes you 
enough to burn the b lack candle ag ains t you , wri te their name on the whi t e  candle 
[and burn it and ] they ' ll soon put out their b lack one . [Memph is , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2) , 

15 52 : 3 . ] 
MAGIC OF THE SAME 29 54 . I f  a person is b urning a candle ag ains t you , the thing 

to do , i f  you find it out , is to burn the s ame kind of cand le 
agains t him that you th ink he is burning ag ains t you ,  and that will s tall his 
evil purpos e ag ains t you , and that wi ll stall your evi l purpose agains t him ;  and 
burning the two candles on each o ther at the s ame t ime , it makes neither one o f  
t h e  candles d o  any harm . [ For s imilar mag i c  see  Like Cures Like , p . 39 4 , and 
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Simi lia Simi libus in Index . ] [Memphis , Tenn. , (973) , 157 6 : 10.] 
2955.  Well , the protection from that [ spell ] in hoodoo is to take and burn a 

black cand le in [your] b ack shed , back out in the open where the air can hit i t  
and [ it can]  g o  into the dark corners , and that [ going into dar k  corners] drives 
the evi l away from you anywhere . 

[ Cand les ag ains t a person are of ten b urned in a dark corner , whi ch in my note 
(p . 79 7 )  I changed to hidden corner sought out by spiri tua l smoke. The smoke f rom 
my informant ' s  cand le is not quite so spiri tua l , b ecaus e i t  needs open ai r to 
penetrate the four corners of the earth . This latt er expres sion - des ervedly 
prominent in hoodoo and frequently used in this book (p . 75l) - comes from the 
B ible : And after these things I Sa1J) four ange ls s tanding on the four corners of 
the earth , ho lding the four windS of the earth - Rev . 7:1 . My four windS and 
five waves ( five s eas ) in note on page 797 come from a hoodoo source , title on 
page 752 . See a lso 2870, p . 827.] [New Orleans , La. , ( 809) , 1135 : 3 . ] 

295 6. Someone trying to harm you , [you protect yourself ] according to the way 
th ey are trying to harm you . There ' s  several ways they can harm you , you know. 
Quit e natural they got a way . They can get your name on a sheet of paper in nine 
dif ferent ways - they get it  wrote . They can put it  int o a lamp and burn that 
lamp on you . Put a littl e  sugar in ther e and burn that . And if  you didn ' t want 
to go their way , when they burn that nine mornings , nine days , you gotta go their 
way . You gotta do what they want you to do , regardles s  of what it is or whatever 
they want you to do . You got to do that. 

There ain ' t but one thing for you to do. Jus t get  their name and - on a piece 
of paper , nine differen t  ways on a piece of pap er - and then you take it in the 
north corner of your hous e and get you a b lack candle and set a black cand le on 
that , and b urn a b lack candle on there for nine morning s . And that lamp where 
she got that sugar and your name in , it ' s going to  bus t .  She can ' t hinder i t  
from bus t ing. You burning that candl e on her and she burning that lamp on you. 
But that candle will put that lamp out . I t ' ll bus t that lamp . [New Orleans , 
La. , ( 837) , 1258 : 3 . ]  

2957 . Take a little holy water and then sugar and ammonia , and you put it in 
the mole [mo ld ] of your head like that , " In the Name of the Father , the Son and 

the Holy Ghos t . "  
HOLY WATER PUTS OUT CANDLE [1  comment on his actions .]  

(You make a cros s on the top of your head while you 
are putting that [mixture ] on. ) 

Yes , "In the name of the Father , and the Son and the Holy Ghost . In the Name 
of God put this light out. " And it will go out. 

( 1  s ee - and the candle will go out .) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 23 ) , 119 6 : 3. ]  
2958 . You take and cross two new needles in your head - two new needles in 

your head and g et s ome holy wat er , see , and j us t  take th at holy water for nine 
mornin s and throw it  backwards over our head - over them new needles . 

Over? You j ust  throw i t  back over the needles ? )  
Over the needles - over your head . 
( 1  s ee , and what wi ll th at do then? ) 
That would caus e the cand le - if  the candle b een burning , the candle would do 

no harm . I t  make it  burn out and it wouldn ' t  do you no harm. [New Or leans , La . , 
(830) , 1233: 4.]  

2959 . Take two needles and put across your head and get  you a bot t le and put 
you nine needles in there and nine new pins - [he cor rects to ] nine new need les 
and some holy water and put it in there. Shake it  and s t op it up . An ' turn it 
bottom up and set it in a corner. Leave it s t ay ther e .  And every morning you 
go and shake it . [Mag ic rite of shaking .] 
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(What wi ll that do? ) 
Well , that keeps him from - you know . 
(Well , what do they do wi th thos e candles? ) 
What you d o  wi th the candles ? 
(Oh , what do you pu t those needles in your hair for ? ) 
S omebody is burning candles on you and that is to s top ' em from burning 

candles . 
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[ "To s top ' em  from burning cand les " - though info rmant does no t s ay so - are 
preceding nine needles and holy water in b o t t le turned upside down and shaken . 
For other versions of this water rite , see following margin-title AGAINST BURNING 
CANDLE USE WATER. ] [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 824) , 119 5 : 2 . ]  

2960 . (Tell me about burning tha t candle now . ) 
I f somebody burning a candle , how to put i t  out ?  You could take you s ome holy 

water . Aft er you take the ho ly water - and yo u goes to wo rk , tour head will be 
hur t ing you all the t ime if they b e  burning that cand le .  They 11 be burning the 
candle and you take that holy water and you put the ho ly water - but  you gotta go  
to a �o-headed person to f ind out who is that that burning that candle on you . 
After they burning that cand le on you , you carries th at ho ly water there and 
aft er you let that holy water there three nights , that cand le ' ll go out . 

(What do you mean that ho ly water wi ll b e  Ze t there?) 
Put it wi th the holy wat er . 
[The preceding i t  means ano ther candle , we learn lat er . ] 
(Oh , you put it with the holy water ? )  
Yes , sir . 
(And you take this to the �o-headed person and you leave i t  wi th them three 

nights ? )  
Yes , sir . Yes , si r .  
(Then what d o  you do with i t ? )  
Then , what h e  going t o  - h e  going t o  put a candle , another cand le , in the cup 

and burn that candle and have the whi t e  of  the egg in the bottom o f  de cup . Jus t 
like you ' d  s tick a candle [ to the b o t tom o f  the cup with egg whi te ins tead of 
melt ed candle wax ] and have de ho ly water [ in the cup ] , you know . [ Candle is 
o ften burned in a cup o f  wat er . ] And when tha t ho ly wat er drain [ evaporat e ]  -
you put about this much - then , why ,  the candle ' ll go out . That why the o ther 
candle wi ll go out on you . [New Or leans , La . ,  (848B) , 1311 : 5 .] 

2961 . Light choo a b lue moun ' [ small incens e cone co lored b lue ] to [Our ] Lady 
[ o f ] Lourdes , an ' then you take the ho ly water an ' go over your house each week , 
"In the Name of the Father , Son an ' Holy Gho s t . "  That ' ll make it  [ the candle 
being b urned ag ains t you ] go out . [ For  b Zue mound , see 2507 , p . 69 5 ; for various 
types of  incens e ,  see pp . 700-705.] [New Or leans , La . ,  ( ? ) , 1124 : 7. ]  

29 6 2 . Well , yo '  kin take - if yo ' see a pers on ' s  t ryin '  tuh do yo ' anything 
or some thin , like dat , yo ' go an ' g it chew s ome holy water and have it bles t . 
Se e .  I f you have this ho ly water b les t and bring to  yore home , and yo ' sprinkle 
it in each fo ' corners of yore house - j es t  sprinkle dis holy water in each fo ' 
corners , underneath yore s t eps an ' on yo re porch . An ' while yo ' be ' s  saying 
dat - we ll it ' s  a piece in de cat echism yo ' has to say wit dis holy wat er , same
thin ' about Holy Mary . Yo ' sprinkle at each fo ' corners of yo re house an ' dey 
can ' t  - a person can ' t burn any cand les or can ' t do any thing long as yo ' keep dis 
holy wat er and keep it  s ittin '  behin ' yore bed . 

(Well ,  what do they say? How does that p iece from the cat echism go - Holy 
Mary? ) 

Well , it ' s  "Hail Mary , conceived without sin ,  pray f a ' me . "  
( I t isn ' t ,  "Hail , Mary , full o f  grace? " )  
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Yeah ,  it ' s , "Hai 1 , Mary , ful l o f  g race , conceived wi thou t sin , pray fo r me . "  
[ Mobi le , Al a . , ( 68 8 ) , 9 5 8 : 3 . ] 

2963 . You cou ld cross mat ch es , or something o f  th e kind in your h ead , to put 
'em [ cand les ] out if they wer e burning to get - make you s ick or g ive you the 

head ach e . Some cand les th at they burn wi ll keep you 
MATCHE S AGAINST CANDLES wi th the head ache at certain hours . They s ay you can 

cros s ma t ch es in th e moLe of your h ead to put th e 
cand le out . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 0 7 ) , 9 7 1 : 2 . ] 

29 6 4 . Yo ' kin take a l i t t le pinch of salt an ' put i t  in yore hair near d e  
moLe [mold ] o f yore haid . We l l  - an ' den yo ' take tw o  mat ches an ' cross 'em in 
yore h aid . Dat puts it out - dat candle ' s out an ' it cain ' t  do yo ' any harm . 
[ Alg ier s , La . , ( 1 5 9 4 ) , 2 99 7 : 2 . ]  

2 96 5 . You g i t  a p enny box of ma t ches f rom de groc ' ry s tore , an ' you g i t  choo 
some salt an ' needles , an ' cros s it in your haid . You s ay ,  " By S t . P eter , by S t .  
Paul , by the Lord that mad e us all . I I  An ' cuss de one dat choo th ink has got d em  
can ' les [burning ag ains t you ] . An '  dey go out . 

(You put this s alt in your hair ? )  
You put de salt . An ' de matches yuh cross ' em in your head . An ' you rub i t  

[ the sal t ] . You go there ever ' mornin ' an ' rub i t , choo know . Ev er '  mornin ' you 
t ake a l i t t le s al t  an ' rub i t . An '  say th at p r ayer [ "By S t .  Peter " ]  for nine 
mo rnin 's . An '  he ' l l  r un away . 

(That cand le wi ll " go out ? )  
Yes , tha t cand le wi ll g o  out . 
(How many mat ches do you put in your hair ? )  
Two . Each mo rnin ' you put new mat ches out a box has never been us ed . 
( Jus t two - j us t  acros s the two . ) 
Jus t  two . [Need les also cr o s s ed . ] [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 79 0) , 1 10 1 : 7 . ] 
2966 . I f yo ' got b ad h eadaches an ' dat head ache is not natural , yo ' take dat 

mat ches , two o f  ' em , an ' cross dem in d e  mole of de haid . Fi rs t yo '  go to de 
hydrant an ' yo ' take an ' let de hyd rant run on yore haid in de mole fo ' f if t een 
minu t es . Now , yo ' come back an ' yo ' ' noint dat [wi th what ? ] an ' d en yo ' put dos e 
mat che s der e  an ' cr o s s  ' em  in yor e  ha id . An '  dat put s any ligh tnin ' in de wor ld 
� - d a t  put s de light s  out . [ C ros s ed mat ches a protection agains t ligh tning . ] 

( I f  someb ody is burning a ligh t on you , that w ill put i t  out ? )  
Da t wi ll put h i t  out . [New Or leans , La . , ( 1 56 8 ) , 2 8 80 : 2 . ] 
29 6 7 . Dey s ay if a pers on is burning candles on you an '  yo ' f ee l  - you s ee 

i t  fiVes you awfu l  headaches and you go fo ' days in and d ays out wi th headaches , 
don t chew know , and you turns real dark under yore eyes . And then yo J take and 
g i t  some mat ch es and s ti ck them in your hair . 

(How many did you say you get? ) 
Th ree . S t ick one like that , one like th at , and one like that [ demons trates ] .  
(You make a cross - one mat ch one way and then two cros s ing i t . Put it in 

• your hair and what wi ll that d o ? ) 
Wear it in your hair - th at will outen th e candles . [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 70 4 )  , 

9 6 7 : 7 . ]  
29 6 8 . Well , yo ' g i t  it out of a box dat ' s  nevah b een used out of . Well , you 

take three mat ches and make s ix halfs , s ee , an ' cros s it r igh t at de moLe of yo r e  
head . I t  wi ll put ' em  out , i f  dey burning candles on yo ' .  [Mob i le , Ala . , ( 6 7 6) , 
8 9 7 : 7 . ] 

29 69 . Take thr ee matches o f  diff erent co lors an ' b r eak ' em . Name one de 
Father an ' de o ther d e  Son an ' d e o ther de Holy Ghos t .  An '  yo ' put one in [ on ] 
each one o f  the artro veins of yore haid . Dat wi ll put d e  cand les out . 

(That will put the candles out that ar e burning for me . )  
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Then yo ' take thr ee mo ' matches an ' ligh t all three o f  'em .  Yo ' name ' em , 
"Name of th e Father , S on and d e  Ho ly Ghos t , "  an ' yo ' ligh t ' em  all at once an ' 
p inch ' em  out with yore left hand . 

(What wi ll that do ? )  
Put ' em  [ cand les ] ou t .  That ' s  throwing de mis ery b a ck dey s ay to de one dat 

g ive it tuh yo ' . 
(Do they do th es e two thing s tog e ther or do th ey do them s eparately ? ) 
Separat ely . 
(Now wha t three veins d id you s ay in your head ? )  
Tho s e  artro veins right back ther e .  Chere one there an ' one there . 
( One at the ba ck of th e neck? ) 
Two at de b ack o f  de neck and one righ t h eah . 
(Two at the b ack of the neck and one righ t here - and one here on th e lef t 

s ide j us t  above th e t emp l e .  They ar e called what ? )  
Thos e artro veins . [Mobi le , Ala . , ( 69 5 ) , 944 : 2 . ] 
29 70 . Ah was cooking f o ' a lady in this town - now this is real fr esh 

[ pers onal experi ence] - and ano ther lady , a real dark lady , wanted the j ob .  Sh e 
want ed the j ob wher e ah was at . And o f  cours e  

CANDLE BURNING STOPPED BY MIRROR ah took s i ck .  In a few days ah recovered and 
went back down ther e and the [ boss ] lady h ad 

hir ed another woman . Well , she [new cook] got af raid th at the lady was goin ' tuh 
t ake me b ack - whi ch she had t ole me tuh come b ack to the j ob - she was afra id 
sh e  was goin ' tuh t ake me b ack , und er s t and . Th en she [boss lady ] t o ld me , sh e 
s ay s , " Sarah , is yo ' ab le to work? " Ah s aid , "Yessum , ah kin work some ,  Miz 
Smith , but ah ' m  no t g ive you all the labor that choo do have , and ah drather not 
work , no t j es t  now . " So ah goes b ack down ther e when ah got ab le tuh work and 
under th e ki t chen c ab inet as ah went out of the door ah viewed two - th ree b lack 
cand les . 

(In th e ki t chen where you worked? ) 
Where ah worked at , yes s ir , under the ki t chen cab inet , and all thr ee o f  ' em  

was aburning . Well , ah d idn ' t say any thing t o  h er about tho se candles . 
(You didn ' t  s ay any th ing to the cook ab out th em? ) 
No , ah di dn ' t say any th ing to her . S o  that night when ah went to b ed , ah 

dr eamed about thos e candl es , and she told me in mah s l eep , "Tho s e  is t o  ke ep you 
away an '  to keep you ailing . "  And then ah t o ld ano ther o ld I ndian lady [h oodoo 
doctor ] about it that come to our h ou se ,  and sh e tole me , she s ay , "You take a 
looking -glass and turn i t  on i t s  face under yore b ed and you ' ll put thos e things 
out . "  Well , ah d id tha t and shore enough , ah n ever s eed any more o f  'em . Ah 
v is i t ed j es t  to s e e  was they s till b urning . S o  ah d idn ' t s ay anything to her 
ab out 'em atalL 

But ah found out [ f rom doctor ] through that that ' s  what she was burning ' em  
f o ' . An '  she ' s  got the j ob today - today . [Mob i le , Ala . , (677) , 899 : 4 . ] 

, 297L D ey go to a s t ore and buy s ome g o ld-ey ed � 
NEEDLE REMEDY FOR CANDLE dIes and cross 'em - t ake ' em and put ' em  in yore hair 

and cro s s  ' em .  
(How many d o  you put in there? ) 

Two . 
( Jus t two in the form of an X or a cros s r ight in your hair . )  
Form a cross j es '  thataway but put it righ t  up in dis p art o f  yor e hair . 
(Top of the head . What will that do ? )  
S ay tha t will put ' em ou t . [Mob il e , Ala . , ( 69 8) , 9 48 : 4 . ] 
29 72 . Two brand-new needles - you know , what you never us ed - thes e gold-ey ed 

needles , make a cro s s  in the top of your head with th em and keep tho s e  needles up 
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there in the top o f  your head . 
(Do you t ake thos e  needles out ? ) 
No , you los e  ' em  out . Like you go to bed , you s ee ,  you don ' t take ' em  out 

wi th your hand and lay ' em nowhere - like you go to bed t you let ' em  lose out in 
the bed . 

( I see . Then the c andles go out? ) 
Yeah . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 851) , 1318 : 1 . ] 
29 7 3 .  Take two brand-new needles and cross ' em  in your head - two b rand-new 

needles - and put ' em  right cross there . And if you got a hydr ant , go to  the 
hydrant every morning and let the water run right on the mole of your head - th at 
hydrant water . 

(That makes those candles go out? ) 
Go out . [New O rleans , La . , ( 826) , 1206 : 3 . ] 
29 7 4 . T ake two need les an ' yo '  cross ' em nine mawnin ' s in d e  hair - up in de 

hair yo ' cross  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' go tuh de rivah or well an ' yo ' b athe yore 
face , dat ' ll pas s dat pain in de haid . 

----(Will tha t put the candles out or what? ) 
Dat ' ll put ' em  out - put out dat aross . [ Alg iers , La . , ( 1596) , 300 2 : 11 . ] 
29 7 5 .  To make tha t candle go out ? Well , they burn tha t  on your head , you 

s ee - that the way they burn th at on you ,  on your head . Now , what you do to  make 

P INS PROTECT AGAINST CANDLES 
that candle go out . You take you two pins and put 
' em  in the top o f  your head , cross ' em - make a 
cross out o f  ' em  two pins . T ake s ome s al t  and rub 

i t  r ight in the top of your head and wear that there for about four days , and --
I ' ll guarantee that headache will pass  out - put ' em  candles out . [New Orleans , 
L a . , ( 850 ) , 1314 : 2 . ] 

29 76 .  Take t ' ree dressin ' pins an ' wear 'em crossways in de mole o f  yer haid 
heah , right up in de top heah , an ' yo ' wear ' em  crossways dere . I f  yo ' re b umin ' 
da t candle , dat ' ll make dem - dey have to take dere min ' of f of from bumin ' de 
candle . Der e wouldn ' t  be luck ' nuf f to burn da t cand le all de whi le on yo ' .  
[New Orleans , La . , ( 801) , 1117 : 7 . ] 

29 7 7 . Somebody is burning a candle on you , and you got fire in the g rate or 
else in the wood stove . You take a tables poon of sugar and you put that in that 

SALT AND SUGAR BURNED 
fire and you take a tablespoon o f  salt and you put tha t 
in there . In ab out three minut es th em candles will go 
out , caus e I had it  happen to me and I did it . 

[New O rleans , La ' t  ( 7 83) , 1087 : 4 . ] 
29 7 8 .  You take your ahamber Zye for nine mawnin ' s  and take i t  ou t and throw 

it over your lef t shoulder nine mawnin ' s , sunr ise [ to the eas t ] .  

URINE THROWN 
DROWNS BURNING CANDLE 

(At sunup or before? ) 
B efor e sunris e , nine mawnin ' s .  Throw i t eas t , thr ow it  
the way the sun ris e [rises ] . Go to de north aorne r  of 
de hous e and throw it  for nine mawnin ' s  over your lef t  

shoulder and, don' t look back .  And the las t mawnin ' that you th row i t , that 
candle ' ll burn - wi ll go out . They goes on out - that drowns ' em  ou t ,  you s ee . 

(The cand le that they ar e burning on you . )  
That goes out . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 25) , 9 9 6 : 5 . ] 
29 7 9 . [ Some persons refus e to us e  o�ina� means to put out cand les burning 

ag ains t them ,  they mus t know the name o f  the culprit . There are two me thod s for 
learning this name ; the b etter b eing a vis i t  to a hoodoo . 

DEFEATED BY WAR WATER Th e la t ter will see the candleburner either in the cards 
or close his eyes and actually wat ch him at work . But 

but the hoodoo is a lways aagey about naming names ( 2748 , p . 7 5 7 ) . After all , the 
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name is a spir i t. What the hoodoo will do has been described previous ly many 
times . The s econd method is to doctor yoursel f . ] 

859 

All right . Yo ' take yo ' some s ugah an ' yo ' take yo ' some dis he ah �ar �ater 
and yo ' burn dat light [your candle]  up in dere [ in a cont ainer ho lding sug ar and 
�ar �ater] . 

[You burn a candle agains t his candle (29 5 4 , p . 853) . This is also one of the 
many ri tes of divination (see Diagnos is, pp . 1 65- 2l7) . ]  

An ' when yo ' burn dat light , whoevah got de light up on yo ' [burning over your 
name ] , dat light gon ' a burn in a cross-like , see. 

[My informant omits an import ant s t ep here , perhaps assuming that I am a hoo
doo and should know what he is talking about . The operator mus t call or b reathe 
out near the candle every name he can think of unti l  f lame looks like a cros s ;  
not a formal cross but a s tylized fleur-de- lis with tits , the two laterals being 
the arms of the cros s . ] 

An '  when yo ' f ind i t  out who ' s  de person , den yo ' carry dere name [write it on 
a piece of paper ] an ' keep dat light upon dere name . Dat put out every candl e 
d ey puts on yo ' . 

(How do you mean you burn that light in this �ar �ater and s tuf f?  Where do 
you put that? ) 

Yo ' put it  into a cup or saucer an ' put dat light in dere . [ Firs t ,  drop melt
ed wax into the container , s tand the candle in it and af ter it is firm , add the 
�ar �ater and sug ar. ] 

(What color light? ) 
Yo ' kin use a red ligh t [blood agains t b lood ] or a g reen ligh t  [ everything is 

clear ] . [Algiers , La . , (159 7 a) , 3004 : 2 . ] 
2980 . I know once someone was burnin ' a candle on mah brother . A �o-headed 

person to ld him .  So h e  told us what t o  do t o  put d e  cand le ou t .  You git chew a 
quar t b ot tle. Yo ' fill dat b ottle with water 

AGAINST BURNING CANDLE USE WATER and put dat s topper in dere j es '  as tigh t as 
yo ' kin git it. Yo ' turn dat bottle up on de 

neck and leave dat way , and d e  cand le can ' t b urn. 
----(Where do you put that bottle? ) 

At de he ad of  de bed .  
(You turn i t  ups ide down . )  
On de neck and s top i t  so dere won ' t none of de wat er git  out [ demons trates ] .  
(Turn i t  j us t  like that [up side down] . )  
An ' de candl e cannot burn. Ah b e lieve da t e  Dat ' s  one thing ah b elieve 

because he was suf ferin ' wit de headache an ' ' b out to go crazy and ah declare de 
minute dey did dat , i t  s topp ed. Ah believe dat e Now dat ' s  one thing ah re ' lly 
believe . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 7 ) , 947 : 1 . ] 

2981. I f  yo '  close to de rivah an ' [ or ] yo ' is heah [ in New Or leans ] go to d e  
Miss ' ipp i Rivah an ' git  a quart bottle of watah , an ' put a b rand-new s topper on 
it an ' turn it  ups ide down in de corner o f  de house . Dey cain ' t keep it lighted ; 
same as de watah po ' ed on it . 

(You set  it  down in the corner o f  the house. In the ins ide of the hous e or on 
the out sid e? ) 

Ins ide .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (15 60) , 2858 : 7 .] 
29 82 . T ake yore pitchure an ' burn cand les on yore pi tchure .  Well ,  if dey 

want it fo ' good , dey us e it wit sug ah o r  honey . I f  not , i f  dey want it  fo ' bad , 
dey take dat candle - dey take de bottom part o f  dat candle an ' cut i t  an ' dat ' s 
de part �ey light , light i t  bot tom upwards . Dey put dat candle in a lemon an ' 
s et dat lemon on yor e pitchure . Dat ' s whut dey do when dey wanta burn it tuh 
give yo ' a headache or any kinda misery or anything lak dat - burns de candle 
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bottoms upward s  on top of dat pitchure . 
(Do they us e any particular color or do es it  make any dif fer ence? ) 
Well , dey - yo ' kin us e  whi te . I t ' s  j es '  as good as any othah color . Yo ' use I 

b lack if  yo '  wants tuh run 'em away . 
(Do you ligh t that candle at any par ticular time? ) 
Six in de mawnin ' , twelve at noon an ' s ix at  night . 
Ketch watah . Take an ' leave yore haid - ho I '  yore haid down anywhere where 

yo ' kin have s ome watah run on i t .  Ketch i t  in a pan an ' take dat wat ah  an ' put 
it in a b o ttle . An' g i t  chew nine needles an ' nine ta cks an ' nine pins da t ' s 
nevah b een used . Write dere name down nine time an ' take dat bottle an ' put some 
cayenne peppah an ' table s alt in it  an ' turn dat bottle - s top it  up an ' turn dat 
bot tom upwards an ' d at wi ll put any candle out . 

An ' yo ' take yore lef t-foot sho e an' turn it bottom upwards under de side of 
de b ed where yo ' s leep at night . An' draw a glass of watah befo ' de sunrise , an ' 
put dat g las s of watah undah yore b ed an ' when de sun goin ' down , yo '  throws it 
ovah yore le ft shou lder . 

(What will that do? )  
Dat puts de candles out .  
(That ' s  another way of put ting it out . Those  are two dif ferent ways of  

putting the candle out ? )  
Both . Al l  those ing redients goes tugethah . Yes , yo ' see , when yo ' us in ' de 

wat ah , when yo ' got de name in de watah , yo ' got ta have da t shoe . Yo ' take dat 
shoe an ' turn dat shoe b ot tom upwards undah yore b ed on de s ide where yo ' s leep . 
Yo ' draw a g lass of watah befo ' sunrise an ' yo ' leave i t  stay undah de s ide of  
de b ed where yo ' s leep till  af tah de sun goes down . When de  sun goin ' down , y o '  
s tan ' s  an ' yo ' throws dat watah ovah yore lef t shoulder an ' don ' t cros s i t  [wa lk 
over it ] - no suh , yo ' don ' t look back a t  it . 

(All that wi ll put the candle out . )  [Algiers , La . , (157 7 ) , 29 0 1 : 3. ]  
29 83 . You go to de rivah an '  g i ' choo a bottle of  watah . You come back an ' 

you take you a glassful fer nine mornin ' .  You s tan ' in de b ack do ' or windah an '  
say yore prayers ovah it . You t ' row i t  ovah yore haid . An ' you us e S t . Raymond 
pi t chure an ' b urn a white light to it . An ' dat ' ll put de can ' les out . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 802 ) , 1117 : 11 . ]  

2 9 84 .  You could make the candle go out easy . I t ' s  a s imple th ing . Get to 
running water . Go there three times a day - any running water you go to , i f  you 
can get to the r iver . You can t ell w ' ah [whether ]  ah go t a candle burning o r  not 
on you , b ecaus e your head ' s done always feel hurted . Regardless of what you use , 
i t ' s  not going to s top your head from hurt ing . But if you think o f  it , go to the 
river - that ' s  running water . Bathe your head three times . I mean - you s ee , 
j us t  put your head - take your hand and throw water and le t  it run b ack to your 
neck and run on down there . I t ' s  nothing i f  you wet your clothes .  Jus t let it  
run on down , s ee .  Three times . You j us t  duck your head three times and let that 
water run b ack on you like that . You do that three times a day and that will put 
the candles out . ' [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 832) , 1243 : 2 . ] 

29 85 . (How do they make them go out ? )  
Well , for my way - my understanding is that you wash your head wi th running 

wa ter for nine mornin&s , and you take [ two ] ma tches of the s ame colo r , and a 
needle ,  and you cross  ' em  righ t in the mo Ze of your head . 

(You ta� matches and a needle and cross a ll three of those things . )  
Right in the center of your head. 
(Do that in addition to the running water or is that separa te? )  
That ' s  a ft erwards . Do that af ter you wash your head wi th this running water . 

Then you cross 'em in your head . 
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( I  see . To  make the candles go out . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 822) , 1187 : 3 . ] 
2986 . Work on yo ' s elf , yo ' know . Yo ' tell me how yo ' feel an ' yo '  s ay ,  

"Well , ah feel - well , numb an '  lak dat . "  Well , yo ' sit chew a bath , an ' yo ' 
git a whole box of  Arm an ' Hammer Soda , [arm and hammer a trademark of Armour 
Co . ] ,  whole box , an ' put every bi t of it in yore b athwatah , an ' a little - an ' 
j is '  two or three drops of bergamine [bergamot ] an ' a little salt . Dat makes 
yo ' feel b ettah .  Den yo ' ll mo ' [more ] know - den yo ' ll know whut tuh do . Den 
yo ' wash yore face in runnin ' watah [ from a hydr ant ] an ' let de hydrant continue 
tuh run . Wash yore face an ' let it dry in de  runnin ' watah - j is '  don ' t dry it 
on a towel or anything yo ' know . Dat makes it  f eel b ettah .  

(Well , how d o  I know then wheth er I was tricked or whe ther I was j ust ordinary 
ill? How do  I know then? ) 

Why , yo ' us in ' de triakin ' s tuff , dat ' ll make yo ' know .  
(You mean after you d o  all this , i f you are not feeling better ? )  
Oh , yo ' f eelin ' brigh ter . 
( I f  you are not feeling b etter than s omeone has tricked you? ) 
Yessuh . Den yo ' f eel bettah .  Den take dat agin - take dat s ame treatment 

ovah - take that agin an ' go back to the runnin ' watah . T ake that ab out nine 
mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' ll f ind yo ' ll f eel all right . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 25) , 1502 : 7 . ]  

29 87 . Get two glasses of water and set one on each corner o f  the mantelpiece 
[ often us ed as altar ] . And if you have a idea who i t  is , j es t  call th eir name 
and knock three times and leave the glass es of wat er set up there . And you s ee , 
gradually , if the water be  s eeping out the glass , the candle ' s goin '  out . The 
water goes out , j est shi fts  out like s omeb ody poured it  out . 

( I f  the wat er in the g lass goes down , that ' s  a sign the candle ' s going out . 
I s ee . )  [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 804) , 1129 : 2 . ] 

2988 . Take some matches and put in your head across , a lit tle salt , a lit tle 
ammonia and rub it in the middle of  your head . And if you want the;-candles to 

WRONGSIDE OUT REVERSES 
BURNING CANDLE GOES OUT 

go out , you wear your clothes on the wrong sid e .  Every 
piece you go t underneath , excus in ' the top , you wear 
' em on the wrong s ide and the cand le ' ll go out . Well , 
you can tell when someone knows the candle ' s  burning on 

' em , when they take and change their cloth es . Just  like the candle was burning 
on you , you come and you s ay ,  "Oh , my head hurts me so bad . "  I s ay ,  "Someone is 
burning a b lack candle on you . "  I say ,  "Put your clothes on the wrong s ide . "  
YO,u ' ll change your clothes and when you s tart to change your clothes , the candle 
goes - s tart to popping . The candle don ' t go out . You keep your clothes on 
there and put that salt in your head , them two matches like a "X" in your head , 
and in that way the candle will go out . And i f  you don ' t wear your clothes on 
the wrong s ide , them candles is  not going - they going to burn ' em unti l you die .  
[New Orleans , La . , ( 826a ) , 1210 : 2 . ] 

2989 . Dey say you kin turn yore pocket wrong side out . 
(Which pocket? ) 
De pocket which you use de mos t  in your clothes . That will keep them from 

doing you harm or put out the candle . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 706) , 9 69 : 8 . ] 

MORE RITES TO PUT OUT CANDLES 
29 90 . [ Every well-known rite h as minor variant s 
too numerous or too unimport ant to mention . At 
times these variants are too important to 

ignore - see P enny , pages 611-615 . ]  
( a) Anoint your head nine times with b lueing to put out cand le . [ Blueing 

will whiten ,  therefore it will turn b lack magi c into whi te . ]  [New Or leans , La . , 
( 803) , 1122 : 4 . ] 

(b ) Go to an old-fash ioned fireplace , stick a s teel � into the hear th 
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b ricks while wishing for the cand les to go out , and le t it remain there .  [Witch
craft remedy taken over by hoodoo . ]  [N ew  Orleans , L a . , ( 84 5 ) , l29 l : 2b . ] 

(c) Keep two new pins crossed over your heart and wear your s to ckings wrong
side out . [Two rites j oined . ]  [New Or leans , La . , ( 859) , 136 7 : 4 . ]  

(d) Turn the toe of your left shoe - an o ld one you are not us ing - to the 
north side of the hous e , and turn your left pocket ins ide out . 
[New Or leans , La . , ( 83 7 ) , 1 25 8 : 4 . ] 

(e)  Hang your c lo thes ups ide down b ehind the bed ; that will make the candles 
go out . [New Orleans , La . , ( 805 ) , 1131 : 7 . ]  

(f) A man can hang his pants up upside down , the legs up . 
[New Or leans , La . , ( 835) , 125 7 : 1 . ]  

(g) Nail with two nails [ a  nail for each leg ] your underclothes ups ide down 
agains t the wall . [New Orleans ,  La . , ( 800) , 1116 : 6 . ] 

(h) Turn furniture , mat tress and chairs upside down ; tha t  puts tha t  candle 
right out . [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) , 1 147 : 3 . ] 

(i) Go to the faucet nine times and wash mah face down . 
[New Orleans , L a . , ( 7 88) , 1100 : 2 . ]  

(j) Get up nine mornings before sunris e ,  each morning take nine g lass es of 
wat er from the hydrant , go  to the eas t sid e  of the house , and throw the wat er 
over your left shoulder whi le wishing for the candles to go out . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 845) , l29 l : 2a . ]  

(k) Get right out of  the b ed and go to the hydrant , turn the water onto your 
head like that , and let it run nine mornings - wi thout speaking to anyone . 
[New Or leans , La . , ( 798) , 1115 : 4 . ] 

( 3) SAINTS 

[We have already learned that colored candles and p rivately owned altars are 
characteristic of hoodoo ' s tr eatment of Chris tian saints (pp . 747-748 , 7 70- 77 3 ,  
7 7 5-7 7 6 , 7 89- 792) , In this sub-subdivison , SAINTS , our knowledge of individual 
saints will improve . Even s o , only later interviews already ment ioned (p . 744) 
will permit us to go below the surface for a d eeper understanding o f  this unus ual 
asp ect of lif e ,  ] 

2991 . [ "Algiers , La . , Feb . 21 , 1940 , Weds . - woman 50 - good - brought by 
Moses - paid" - Numbers Book 1 55 8  to 1 60 5 . Moses ,  our contact man in Algiers , 

brings me a birthday present - the following woman . She ,  a pro
ST . ANTHONY fes sional worker , answers my unrecorded ques tion with an extempo-

raneous prayer , opening and closing with a triform p eti tion . ]  
St . Anthony , open dis do ' .  St . Anthony, p lease open de do ' .  An ' dear St. Antho
ny, who lives in Jesus ' love, open dis do ' .  St . Anthony , ah consecrate mahse lf 
to yo ' an '  use yo ' as mah patron saint, an '  ah ask yo ' tuh keep mah do '  open . 
Ah ask yo ' tuh send me cus tomers , St . Anthony, an ' ah ' l l  always use yo ' ,  through 
Our Lord givin ' yo ' de power an ' s trength tuh send me customers an ' give yo ' de 
lights on yore [altar ] .  St . Anthony open dis do ' - St . Anthony open dis do '  -
St . Anthony open dis do ' .  

An '  yo ' give lights tuh S t . Raymond , he ' s  fo r luck an ' success .  S t . Raymond , 
yo ' give him light s today . Git chew a red light . An '  yo ' use lights f o ' him on 
Mondays an ' on Thursdays an ' positively everything red . An' they give yo ' a 
prayer wit gittin ' i t  [when you purchas e the candle a prayer is included ] ;  an ' 
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ah ' ll guarantee that yo ' ll have mo ' luck then yo ' want . 
In 24 days . But yo ' mus t g ive him yore of fer ings . He ' s  guaranteed 24 hours -

24 hours to a day . He g ives yo ' j es '  whut chew want . He ' s  first- clas s . [New 
Or leans , La . , ( 1570) , 2884 : 8 . ] 

299 2 .  S t .  Anthony . S t .  Anthony i s  fo ' chillren an ' f o ' de po ' . Yo ' prays 
tuh S t .  Anthony fo ' work or fo '  br ead , an ' when yo ' gits dis  heah - yo '  makes him 
a promis e an ' i f  yo ' gits a j ob , if yo ' out of a j ob ,  an ' yo ' p ray tuh him tuh 
help yo ' tuh git  dis j ob .  Or , if yo ' got chillren an ' yo ' want bread in yore 
home , y o '  pray tuh him fo ' dat bread an ' yo ' make him a promis e dat wh en yo ' git 
i t , yo ' ll go tuh d e  box - to a church where dey got S t .  Anthony ' s box an ' put 
money in his b ox fo ' de po ' .  But chew mus tn ' t promis e  him dat an ' don ' t g ive it  
to him .  Us e b rown candles to  S t . Anthony , Thursdays an ' Tuesdays . [Algiers , 
La . , ( 15 77 ) , 2905 : 6 . ] 

299 3 . No . You don ' t  burn that cand le for an evil purpose and you don ' t  fool 
with none of thos e  good saints . But B lack Hawk or s ome o f  those bad s aints , you 

ST . BLACK HAWK 
NOT A CATHOLIC SAINT 

burn black candles . B lack Hawk is supposed to b e  one of 
the old evi l  saints . That ' s  the man that died - he was 
not infid el ,  but he d id not believe they had a god , s ee . 
You burn a b lack candle to him - B lack Hawk . You burn 

the cand le in the s ame way as you do for the diff ' rent saints , for his evil 
purpose . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 816) , 115 6 : 9 . ]  

299 4 . The only thing that I knows about . 
(B lack Hawk? ) 
B lack Hawk . 
(What was he? ) 
B- l-a-c-k H-a-w-k . He was supposed to be an evi l  and a mean s aint , see . But 

take S t .  Raymond ,  Saint P et er . 
( Tell me s omething about Black Hawk . Who was he? How do you approach him? ) 
Who ? 
(B lack Hawk . ) 
He was one o f  those mean saints and he never would go - he ' s  pract ically - he 

was more infidel ' an anything else . He never did believe in the Gospel . He 
never did b elieve that we had a Creator , s ee . He always did b e lieve that wh en 
a man or woman would leave this earth , that was all - no hell and heaven . He 
always thought that the good and the b ad would dwell together anyways . See . 

(Well , how do you approach him? Do you know how they approached him? ) 
B lack Hawk? 
(Yes . ) 
Well , ins tead of you praying to the Lord , they tell you to use the devil in 

p lace o f  the Lord . See , he ' s  evil , you have to pray to evi l .  The devi l ' s  sup
posed to be the god f or the evil and the Lord suppos ed to be the god for the 
good . We ll , ins tead o f  s erving the Lo rd , you will tell all your complaints to 
the d evi l ins tead of the Lord . 

( Is B lack Hawk the same thing as the devil? ) 
Abs o lutely ,  he ' s  one of the devi l ' s  s ervants , see . [New Or leans , L a . , ( 87 9 ) , 

1449 : 1 .  ] 
299 5 . Af ter they get the - after they burn that candle good on you [ i f  some

one is burning a candle agains t you ] , you go to this yer e ,  th is s aint they call -
you know a saint they call Expedi te saint? 

ST . EXPEDITE ( S t . Expedite? No . )  
Uh-huh . You go to Expedite saint and you carry Expedite saint a 

little small kind of - go to the Ten Cent S tore and you get you a small hammer ; 
not no b ig hammer , a little toy hammer the chi llun p lay wi th . You carry him a 
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toy hammer and a nail . Well , af ter you go there and car ry  him this toy hammer 
and this nai l , you get you a b lack candle and you carry it to him and you light 
i t  there . And I guarantee you it ' s  good . 

(You leave the hammer and nail? ) 
You leave the hammer and nail ; don ' t take it  away f rom there . 
(Well , suppose I was living here , where would I find S t .  Expedi te? ) 
You ' ll find Expedi te saint in the church or else in a b ook s tore - in the book 

s tore . 
(Well , you have to br ing the saint home , then? ) 
Yeah , you bring that saint home and you fix it at your house . But always nail 

it  right at the door where they got to come in . 
(You mean inside the door or above the door ? ) 
Ins ide the door - inside the hous e .  And burn that candle and some tape lights 

[ tapers ] - always burn the tape lights around i t  - little red tape ligh ts - well , 
burn ' em . Expedi te 8aint is on a horse wi th swords in his hand and a whole lot 
of snakes around him .  That ' s  the Expedi te 8aint . [New Orleans , La . , (797) , 
1112 : 3.] 

299 6 .  
pray ovah 
rap back . 
git . 

Yo ' take yo ' St . Espidy , he uses green candl es . Yo ' take it an ' yo ' 
it an ' yo ' askin ' St . E8pidy , an ' yo ' rap on i t  an ' he ' ll g ive yo ' a 
Yo ' ask St . E8pidy fo ' a wish an ' j es '  whut yore heart des ires yo ' ll 

(How would I go about i t ?  To burn this green candle? Fr om the b eg inning . )  
From de b eginnin ' .  Yo ' ll take yore gr een candle an ' burn it from s ix in de 

mawnin ' an ' put it out - nine in de evenin ' an ' put it out . Nine in de mawnin ' 
an ' yo ' put i t  six in de  evenin ' again . Yo ' burn it from three tuh nine days an ' 
yo ' ll git whut chure heart desires . 

(Well , how do you mean you rap for St . Espidy ? )  
[ She raps once - twi ce - again . ] 
(Jus t once? You rap three times . And you burn thi s  green candle from s ix to 

nine in the morning and from six to nine at night? ) 
Y� . 
(You burn i t  nine days ? )  
Y � . 
(Do you know anything about St .  Espiay ? )  
Well , St . E8pidy , he ' s  very good . He have helped me . He helps me an ' when 

ah wants b read ah call on him an ' he brings me a rap [ answers by rapping ] .  Ah 
heard dat he wus a man dat didn ' t believe in no evi l  work , an ' he didn ' t  fool 
roun ' wit no kinda evil doin ' when he wus on dis scene an ' he wus a true man , 
an ' when he  died he went tuh heaven . 

(Now when he raps b ack , would he rap three times ? )  
He j es '  raps [ she demons trat� three times in diminishing volume ] . 
(Where wi ll he rap - somewhere around the r oom? ) 
Yes . 
(Then you know you ' ll have your wish? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 155 8) , 2 834 : 6 . ] 
2997 . St . E8pidee , if yo ' pray tuh him he ' ll send yo ' - he ' ll s end yo ' any

where yo ' d esire tuh go . Ah ' m  mos ' well acquainted wit him . He could s end yo ' 
anywhere yo ' wanted tuh go . All yo ' have tub do is promis e  him a light - any 
diff ' r ent kinda ligh t .  [ Saint runs free travel agency . ]  [ Algiers , La . ,  ( 1594) , 
2997 : 10 . ] 

299 8. Git St . Expedee8 up over your door - nail him up over there . B ehind 
that same door you use that pink candle , burn it there . 

(Up over the door and behind the s ame door you burn a pink cand le? ) 
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Yes sir , and make your wishes .  That ' s  to keep the police away . I t  will keep 
' em away . 

(What door do you use for that ? )  
Let that b e  the front door . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 85l) , 1318 : 11 . ] 
299 9 . Well , St . Espedee , I knows ab out h im .  Now he ' s  a good s ent [ saint ] . 

He delivers zhoo , too . Jis ' like if you wants a j ob - or s omepin like that -
he ' ll open a way fer you , if you believes in ' im , an' if you don ' t ,  well it ' s  
j is '  like anything else . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 87 )  , 109 8 : 3 . ] 

300 0 .  St . Espidee is f o ' luck an ' St . Espidee is f o '  unfortunates . Lak i f  a 
man is unfortunate , well fo ' luck he kin burn a candle . Dey got cup candles dey 
call ' em .  Dey s ell dam in cups . Yo ' burn a light tuh him eight days . Yo ' burn 
a light tuh St . Espidee eight days an ' yo ' have some kinda luck in eight days , 
but dat ' s  providin ' if yo ' make a promise to him . If yo ' make a ' p romis e to him 
fo ' luck an ' succes s , he goin ' give it to yo ' ; but if yo ' lie to him , he ' ll take 
yore success away from yo ' .  Well , dat ' s  de cand le burnt to him dey call de cup 
candle , an ' dat ' s  whut he ' s  fo ' , luck an ' succes s . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 157 2) , 
2 889 : 6 . ] 

3001 . She ' s  the on1ies t one what ' s  in that favor . I tell you the saints -
they have mighty good saints for the wishes that you wish . 

They have St . Espedees . 
(Wh at is he for ? )  
For a gambler . 
(Well ,  what would a gamb ler do for him? ) 
Well , you s ee , if you gambling out for money and you ' re in b ad luck , you goes 

there and you make a novena for nine days ; and if you get your wishes , you gotta 
give it . If it ' s  a dollar you promis e , you have gotta give the dollar to it ; 
if ' s  a candle , a dollar candle light you have to give i t  to him . 

( I  s ee . ) 
Then you get your wishes . [New Orleans , La . , (874) , 1436 : 1 . ]  
300 2 .  St. Espidee is f o ' gamb lers . 
Yo ' take St . Espidee an ' yo ' gives him anything green , candle or flowers -

green flowers or green vegetab le .  Anything dat is green , yo ' give i t  to St . 
Espidee fo ' [green ] money . H e ' s fo ' gamb lers . 

(How , how do you approach him? ) 
Well , if yo ' d  go tuh him , yo ' prays when yo ' go tuh him an ' yo ' d  ask him , 

say , "St . Espidee ah want chew tuh help me tuh git s ome money . Ah 'm goin ' out 
an ' gamb le an ' if  ah be success ful an ' git dis money , ah will give yo ' a bunch 
of f lowers . Or give yo ' so much an ' so much of somepin green . Ah take de money 
an ' buy it  an ' give it to yo ' . "  When yo ' gi ts dis money yo ' go tuh s ome church , 
or if  yo ' got him in yore hous e , yo ' buys de s tuf f an ' yo ' puts it in front of 
him fo ' a sacrifice . [Algiers , La . , ( 157 7) ,  290 5 : 2 . ] 

3003 . (St . Espidee is what ? )  
I s  a lawyer . Dat ' s  a cas e  o f  co ' t  too . Well d ey us e de candles fo ' him an ' 

pray tuh him an ' give him a glass of milk i f  yo ' kin give it , or git whi te rum , 
an '  give him yore case an ' he ' ll plead it fo ' yo ' .  Ligh t  a candle an ' a glass 
o f  milk , or eithah yore rum if  yo ' kin git it , b ut yo ' cain ' t git no mo ' rum now . 

(What kind o f  color would you light to him? ) 
A white one to St . Espidee .  
(What d o  you do , put him on the floor , too? ) 
No , B£ - yo ' leave him right up . He ' s  got ta git up on de s tand an ' he ' s  gotta 

talk f o ' yo ' .  [Algiers , La . ,  ( 1584) , 29 54 : 6 . ]  
3004 . Yo ' write yore name , de husban ' s  name - yore name at de to� an ' his 

undernea t ' three times , but all s traight . Dat ' s  b ehin ' St . Espidee caus e ah 
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have did it an ' bring de man b ack . But chew use ' c ordin ' tuh his color , yor e 
light to St. Espidee , an ' h e  will b ring dat man back . Jes ' git down an ' pray 
tuh him , "In de Name of de Father , de Son an ' de Ho ly Spirit , St.  Espidee , bring 
sich- an ' -s i ch-a-one back , "  wit his name wrote b ehin ' dat picture dat ' s  tacked 
� - b ack of it pas ted up d er e .  An ' de  man will come . An ' keep dat ligh t to 
him an ' he goin ' br ing him b ack . 

(You put h is name b ehind the p icture? ) 
Behin ' dat p icture . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1568),  2879 : 6 . ] 
3005. They p ray to - wait , I ' l l tell you the s aint to pray to to put ' em  in 

b ad luck - Expeae e .  Uh huh , that ' ll put choo in bad luck .  Yes , s ir . 
(Suppose I want to put somebody in bad luck.  What would I do ? )  
Well , you g o  ther e [ to a pub lic hoodoo shrine]  and you pray and you ligh t a 

b la ck can ' Ie to ' er ,  y ou see , an ' ask ' er what choo want , choo see . And then at 
nine days , if it ' s  success , zhoo go back and you give ' r  whut zhoo promis ed ' er .  

(You only pray once , though? )  
[My ques tion means , you pray once when you set the candle , but you do no t 

pray again during the nine days . She does no t understand my question . ] 
No . [The candle is her prayer. ] Well , you kin put 25 cents in the b ox and 

that ' ll carry that light 9 days - you s ee ,  for th at one ligh t 25 cents in any 
Catholic church . 

[ Sh e  is confusing the s i tuat ion here . I do no t think deliberately . She is 
obvious ly not a Roman Catholic - you do not buy a b lack candle in the Roman 
Catholic Church . But she knows a light can be s et for a cert ain number o f  day s . ] 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 814) , 1146 : 14. ] 

3006 . Saint Expadee - s ee ,  h e ' s the conker in law suits . 
( How do you handle that ? )  
Well you go to a Catholic church and you make your novena th ere , you s ee .  You 

give a light . You take his picture and have it b lest at the church and b ring i t  
t o  your house and you b urn a pink candle to it all the time . Whatever you wish 
for , you prays to that  saint and make your wishes and burn [a cand le to ] that 
saint - l ike i f  you g o t  a case in court and you wanta conker that case . Well , 
you go  to St. Expaaee - go to the church and go to St. Expadee and make your 
novena to him and t ell him what you want h im to do . Then you come back home 
after you do that and you b urn your candle at your home up unti l that cas e is 
over . 

[While machine is s topped , I ask ques tion about his pi cture . ]  
No , you don ' t bring his picture to the church , you always keep i t  in your 

house . You have tRis picture b les t at the church and bring i t  to your house and 
have your little altar made and burn a pink candle to him . [New Orleans , La . ,  
( 851) , 1318 : 2. ]  

3007 . (What do they say about S t . Expedite? ) 
Well , they s ay S t .  Expedite is lucky , but you gotta pray to him - certain 

things you g otta give to him for luck . You got ta have him up in your hous e and 
have a little altar-like and burn them lit t le taper s to him for luck . Wel l ,  if 
you make him a promis e or any thing and don ' t g ive it to him , well you falls in 
b ad luck . [New Orleans , La . , ( 845) , 1 290 : 4 . ] 

3008 . S t . Raymond ' s for lucky things ,  b ut St. Expedee ain ' t .  He ' s  for devil
ment . [N ew  Orleans , La . ,  ( 814) , 1147 : 8.] 

3009. S t .  Joseph is a saint he don ' t lak no single wimmins . St . 
ST . JOSEPH Joseph is a s aint fo ' married wimmins or fo ' widows . 

( I s there a reason why he doesn ' t  like s ingle women? Do you know? ) 
No suh . He ' s  fo ' married wimmins or f o ' widows . He ' ll take ca ' o f  a widow an ' 
if a woman is married an ' her husband ' s  gone from her an ' she want him tuh come 
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back , she pray tuh S t .  Jos eph . He ' ll bring him back tuh her . 
( Does she offer him any thing special? ) 
Well , she offers him a cand le , a whi te candle .  Dat ' s  whut chew g ive St . 

867  

Jos eph , a whi te cand le . Or if not , yo ' kin offer him when h is day come , de  19 th 
day o f  March come - dat ' s  suppos ed tuh b e  his celebr at ion day - some p eople g ives 
him a altar . Dey has a place where dey give - hav e  nuthin but all kind of bread 
an ' make a b ig f eas t  ovah it . But dey dis tr ibute it , dey don ' t us e none of  dat 
deys e1f . Dey makes a sacri fice tuh g ive dat tuh de po ' .  [Algiers , La . ,  ( 15 7 7 ) , 
2905 : 3 . ] 

3010 . Now , all right , S t .  Joseph . S t .  Joseph is a man , yo ' uses a light tuh 
him .  Yo ' kin take S t .  Joseph an ' us e yore man . Write h is name th ree times , 
yor es once to de top , all s traigh t , an ' put it in dere [ container ] wit TouZouse 
Syrup an ' stee Z dus t as ah tole yo ' ,  an ' use dat aup- Zight.  Yo ' kin us e de  cup
Zight on dat , an ' put it fo ' S t .  Jos eph an '  say to S t . Joseph , ' fFather , give S t . 
Jos eph power to make me succes sful in whut ah ' m  undertakin ' tuh do . "  Now , dat ' s  
S t .  Joseph , an ' he will draw dat man to yo ' wit da t money . Ah uses dat now . 
[N ew Or leans , La . , ( 1 568) , 2 879 : 7 . ] 

3011 . Ah know ' b out S t . Joseph . Well , i f  yo ' pray tuh S t .  Joseph , he ' ll give 
yo ' bread . Yo ' pray an ' ask S t .  Joseph tuh help yo ' . He ' ll give yo ' s ome kind 
of luck or yo '  ask him an ' yo ' make a sacr ifice fo ' him an ' he ' ll give yo ' some 
luck or i f  yo ' want him tuh help yo ' an ' yo ' wanta do s omepin agains t a pe rs on , 
well S t .  Peter always will help yo ' . 

[Here is our h int of what we shall learn later - S t .  Pe ter in hoodoo does not 
always act like a Christian . ] [Algiers ,  La . , (1587) , 29 7 1 : 4 . ] 

30 12 . Well , you s ee St . Michael - that ' s  i f  a person don ' t like you and is 
trying to undermine you all the time , and you don ' t know they are working on you . 

We ll you pray to S t .  Michael and you s ets him a candle . You s ee ,  
ST . MI CHAEL he got the devil down under his feet . Now , he holding the d evil 

down j us t  like this - h e  g o t  his f eet o n  the devil and h e  g o t  a 
long sword and he got that in the devi1 ' s  head . Well , if  you pr ay to that saint , 
he showing you how he got the devil down there ; if you pray to him , that is the 
way he ' ll have your enemies down und er your f eet . They wi ll have to knuckle 
under . you , ins tead of you knuckling under them .  

( I  see . What do you usually us e for St . Michael? Do you have a s tatue or a 
picture of him? )  

I t ' s  a s tatue - a real statue . 
(Do you burn any colored candle to S t . Mi ch ael? ) 
You burn a red candle . 
(You burn a red candle . )  
On Friday . 
( Just on Friday? ) 
Jus t  on Fr iday . [ For b la ck candle on Friday , s ee p . 829 . ]  
(Any special time on Friday? ) 
Any time on Friday b efor e  s ix- thirty . 
(I see . In the morning or at ni ght ? )  
I n  the morning . You can s et ' em all day i f  you wants to , you know , but I mean 

six-thirty - that ' s  the las t hour you can set i t  in the evening . 
(I see . Do you do anything els e b es ides burning that candle? ) 
No , that ' s  all - j us t  burn that candle and make that prayer . [New Or leans , 

La . , ( 7 83 ) , 10 87 : 1 . ] 
30 13 . (What do they say about St . Michael? ) 
We ll , S t .  Michael wus de archangel . He wus one of de angels dat cas t Lucifer c 

out of  heaven . He wus one of de gr eat archang els , an ' anywhere yo ' got a devil 
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aroun ' yo ' o r  th ink yo ' got a evi l  spir i t  or anything a roun ' y or e h ou s e , yo ' pr ay 
tuh S t .  Mi chael an ' h e ' ll h e lD yo ' .  Yo ' s ays de Lord ' s  P ray er nine times an ' yo ' 
call S t .  Mi chael ' s  name , an ' every time yo ' s ay de Lord ' s Prayer yo ' ca l l h i s 
�o an ' axe h im tuh help yo ' . 

(Do you us e anything or burn any th ing special to  him? ) 
Yes , yo ' burn a pink cand le tuh S t .  Michael . N o , he a in ' t g o t no specia l  day 

[ I  probab ly asked ab out time ] - j es '  any day .  [Algiers , La . ,  ( 1 5 7 7 ) , 2 9 0 5 : 4 . ] 
30 14 . Y o ' take St . M ichael - lak yo ' got  peop le da t ' s  c omin ' a roun '  an ' yo '  

f igure i t ' s  not yore f riend , y!!..' pu t S t . Mi ch a e l ovah y<? re  d� - dat ' s  d e  do ' 
dat chew all come in . An '  put him ovah der e nn ' h e ' l l keep ' em  al l 8,olal. - all 
�op l e  dat  don ' t lak yo ' ,  yor e  en emies . Yo ' us es him ovah de f ront do ' . 

( Do you d o  any thing t o  him ? ) 
No , no , j es ' put him ovah dere an ' when y o  ' .� t him up d er�, .. 1 es ' s ay , "S�.  

Michael , keep all d evils a�yay , I n  d e  N ame o f  d e  Father a n ' de  Son an ' de Ho lv 
Spiri t . "  [Whi le s ay :i.ng th is  she makes the s ign of the cross . ]  

(And make the s ign of th e cros s . )  
Dat ' s  r igh t . [ New Or l eans , La . , ( 15 6 8 ) , 2880 : 5 . ] 
30 1 5 . Dey us� holy watah tuh ke ep evi l sl?jrits away . Take holy watah an ' 

spr inkle i t  in de fa ' corne rs of yor e hou s e  an ' say ,  "I n d e  Name of de Father , 
an ' o f  d e  S on an ' o f d e  Ho ly Gh os t , S t . Mi chae l , keep d e  evi l  sp iri t away . "  Den 
yo '  kin take h o ly watah an ' ba the yore haid f o ' unnatur al headaches [usua lly 
caused in the New O rleans area by s omeone b urning a candle agains t yo u . ] 
[Algier s , La . , ( 1 5 7 7 ) , 2 9 0 4 : 6 . ] 

30 16 . Well , S t .  Michae l i s a s a int that carr i es a spear all the tJ.me , aud he 
always - Jle '  11 ..E..u t h i s  foo t on you and always ke ep yuh _ _  �own . And he keeps his 
feet  on yon and keeps th at s p ea r  drawed on y ou , and �Yl!�en you gi t do,-n:tJou .$o � ta 
.I!ltati��, i f  the pe];son that  't<7�mts to get  ev�n with y._o� w i ll go ahead and g�Y..E!_ 
h im  a l igh t and pray to h im . H e  i !>  a evi l s a in t . You. g iv e  h im a b lue light:.. 
[New Or leans , La . , ( 8 5 5 ) , 1349 : 1 . ]  

3017 . S t. .  Micha e l  is a evi l  s aint . 
(We ll , h ow do th ey d o  that ? ) 
We ll , they g o  t o  the  church and pray t o  h im , if th ey want d ir ty th il!.&s d ��. 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 4 ) , 119 4 : 4 . ] 
3018 . S t .  Michael ain ' t good , S t . Micha el works w ith the devi l . 
(I se e . ) [New O r leans , La . , ( 8 45 ) ,  1 2 9 0 : 6 .  ] 
30 19 . (What do they s ay about S t . Mi chae l? ) 
E f  ah ' m  in a conf usion w ith mah ne ighbors  an ' ah want s mah neighb ors tuh b e  -

yo ' know , ah wants tuh b e  a bett ah woman , ah pr ay s tuh S t . Mi cha el . Ah p ray s tuh 
all of ' em .  Ah axe S t .  Mi chae l tuh p lease come tuh mah aid . He ri des a wh i t e  
horse . An '  ah s e t s  h im a red li gh t f o ' p ea c e  an ' a h  raps fo ' him .  An '  ah fixes 
de red ligh t  at s ix ,  twe lve an ' thre e .  

( Six ,  .twe lve and three in the afternoon? ) 
Y es . 
(How long do you burn it each time? ) 
Ah burn it ' bou t ten minutes . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 558) , 2 8 3 6 : 1 . ] 
3020 . Mos t every home you go in , you b e  looki ng up to s e e  s a{nt s  over the 

door . Now , some people use a l i t t le g lass like th is , but  it ' s  ab ou t that  h igh .  
They b urns a c andle in there , you unders t and . The candle is 

MOTHER CATHERINE ab ou t that b ig .  
(A large cand l e? ) 

A large cand le ab ou t that [high ] . 
(Like they have in the Roman C a tholi c  Church - thos e little f at cand le s in 

lit t le colored b lue and r ed g l as s es ? ) 
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Yes , red glasses . Now , them is for i f  you out of a j ob .  You us e one of them 
at a picture they call Mother Ca therine . 

(Mother what? Mother Catherine? )  
Yeah , Catherine . Now , you put that - put  that s aint there a nd put that candle 

there. You got the saint up over the candle , you see , when that burns . 
(You have the sa int right over the candle? ) 
You see , this light is supposed to give life to the saint . 
(Wait a minute l  When that is lighted i t  is supposed to give life to the 

saint? )  
To make him awake , you und erstand . 

don' t burn this light . 
You see , the saint ain ' t  no good if you 

(The saint is no good unless you b urn tha t light? )  
Unless you burn that light . See , that gives lif e  to the sa int . 
Now , on this side you ought to have a green piece of grass - you know , like 

you use on All Saints Day . You use what you call palmett o - not palmetto but 
it's a green lea f .  They use tha t  right on the side . 

( Pa lm  leaf? ) 
The pa lm leaf . You s ee ,  you use that on the side s o  the saints - y ou know , 

most of the saints got a pi ece of green in his hand and this here green that you 
use would give affection [reflection or sympa thy ] to the green tha t he has in his 
hand . [Your piece of green is opposite green in statue or picture . ]  And this 
candle keeps life in him ,  and make it work , you unders tand . 

-----

(Well , in particular what is  the candle burned for? ) 
I f  you are out of a j ob or you want a j ob or if you are in need . 

us ing this h ere through the power of God and this saint , it let you 
something every day to live off of . That what you burn this candle 
Orleans , La. , ( 786) , 109 1 : 1 . ] 

And you 
increase 
for . [New 

30 21. [To bring back the murder er . ]  They go to the cemetery and pray to that 
headboard (head of the grave of the murdered person ] lots of people , nine days , 

MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP 
with a picture of Mother of Perpetual Help ; and tha t 
person that done the murder , they ' ll come righ t 

---

straight b ack to where they done it , too . 
(What graveyard do they go to ? )  

(For some reason my question mis leads her . ] 
S t . Roc ' s . They go down to St . Roc ' s  Cemetery . 
( They don ' t  go to the dead man ' s grave? ) 
They go  to the ( grave of the ]  dead man , yes , that was killed ; but p lenty peo

p le don ' t know about the f resh eggs [buried in the dead man' s hands to bring back 
murderer ] ,  and they go [with the picture]  to where they bury that man. They b ury 
him on his face , too , I suppose . ( Burial face down also brings back murd erer . ] 

(Where do they do this praying to the Mother of P erpetual Help?  Do they do 
tha t at the dead man ' s grave or at St . Roc ' s ? )  

. JThey do both . ] 
They g o  to S t . Roc ' s  and they ca rry that picture to the g rave - tha t Saint 

[picture of ] to the grave . And they goes out Melcamean [ ? ]  - i t's back of town 
her e ,  that' s the chapel (of St . Roc where they pray ] , and then they go to the 
c emetery [Wher e  murdered man is buried ] a nd put the head [saint ' s  picture ] on 
the headboard and pray to that , and that man ' ll [murder er will] come back. 

(Do they go to the church first? ) 
They had to go to the church - the Catholic church , f ir s t , and [ then] they go 

to the man ' s grav e .  
(What do they d o  there? ) 
Well , they go p ray to this Mother of Perpetual Help and take - you know, you 
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always have a small pitchure [ of the saint ] , and they carry that with ' em  and 
pray to ' um  [h er ] ; then , nine days , that man ' ll come back . You got to go nine 
mornin ' s  and in nine days he ' ll come b ack . 

(Where is this church they go to? ) 
I t ' s  called the chapel .  
(Where is it ? )  
That ' s  b ack of town . I t ' s  on Johnson and Eurata [ ? ] S treets . S t .  Roc ' s 

cemetery is way down town , way crOSR town . 
[ I  evidently ask , "Then , there is no chapel in S t .  Ro c ' s  Cemetery? " ]  

No , there ' s a chapel in S t .  Roc ' s , too . Here ' s  a chapel back here where I 
told you , too . [New Orleans , L a . , ( 814) , 1146 : 14 . ] 

30 22 . (What do they say about Mother of Perp etual Help? What is she supposed 
to be good for ? )  

She g ives yo '  h elp tub help yo ' git a j ob .  She gives yo ' he lp tuh keep peace 
in yore home . She good tuh heal yo ' when yore si ck .  

(What s ort o f  cand le do you burn to her for these th ings ? )  
Yo '  b urn a pink candle to th e Mother of P erpetual Help . [New Or leans , La . , 

( 1558) , 2838 : 7 . ]  
30 23 .  And th e Mother of P erpetual Help , she opens the way , she gives you 

bread when you got childr en  like I have - she opens the way for you to have suc
cess . Well , you give her a blue candle - that ' s  for chi ldren . And you pray 
twice a day to her - at twelve o ' clock sure and in the morning . And whatever 
you promis e her when you get your wish , why you give her that . [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 814) , 1147 : 10 . ] 

30 24 . (A green candle is money? How do you do that ? )  
You see , you burn it a t  the same hours , six o ' clock in the evening , especially 

in the morning [ six ] for success , and you burn i t  to Mother of P etry [Perpetual]  
Help . That ' s  for luck. She helps you for work . 

[Thinking sh e had finished , I s top my machine and miss the f irst few o f  her 
continuing words . ]  

[You buy p ictures of the] s aints and you have them b less ed by th e pries t , and 
you have you a little altar in the house . You have any saint you have a prefer
ence to , you s ee .  And if you have chi ldren , you git di ff ' rent saints for chil
dren . And i f you want work , the Mother of Pe try Help , she helps you - she opens 
tii'e'"way . The Sacr ed Heart o f  J es us , that ' s  for children , and you got one burnin ' 
in de  home . And St . P eter he opens the way f or you - he has the key and he opens 
the way f or you . (New Orleans , La . ,  ( 804) , 1129 : 5 . ] 

302 5 .  The Blessed Mo ther . Now , she is a motherly s aint - she loves chi ldren . 
But anything you promis e her , you have to give her , such as flower s you know , 

them ligh ts - that ' s  what you have to give . But she is  a b les s
BLE SSED MOTHER ed saint . Anything that you want , you can go to church and put 

• a light , if you want to . I f not , you can put a light at your 
�, b ut be sure and have a Bles sed Mother picture there , but the pries t have to 
bles s  i t  bef ore you br ing i t  in your house and s et thos e  lights . And if  you 
promise her a light for nine days , she have to give i t  to you , and in three days 
she have to give it .  Now af ter you get your promise , i f  you promis e her a bou
quet of flowers , you better be sure and carry them ,  too ,  b ecause if you don ' t , 
it ' ll be j ust too b ad and such b ad luck wi ll f all on you that you wish you did . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 1349 : 6 . ] 

30 26 . (You burn a green candle? ) 
And make dem bring it back . Dey can ' t keep i t  - dey b ring it back , if  dey 

steal something .  
(Well , j ust  how do you burn that candle? ) 
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You burn d a t  candle in a sauc er . You sprinkles a li t tle sugar i n  de s aucer , 
se e .  An d  you ca ll and tell dem please tuh bring the things b ack , o r  you don ' t  
want to stand no troub le or nu thin like dat e  And as t de Bles sed Mother for to 
he l p  chub for to bring it back . An '  dey b ring it back - dey has to sneak it back 
in yore home . [Mobile , Ala . , (651) , 85 2 : 2 . ] 

30 2 7 . You burns a pink cand le to her on Wednesdays and Thursdays and Mondays .  
( You mean to the Virgin Mary? ) [See comment later . ] 
Yes , sir . 
(What do you do that for ? )  
For help . 
( For h elp . Do you do anything els e? I mean b es ides burning the cand le? ) 
No more than that and repeat the Lord ' s Prayer . That ' s all you do to her . 
(Each time you burn the candle ? ) 
Yes , sir . Every time you light the candle , you say the Lord ' s  Prayer . 
( I  s ee .  Jus t once? ) 
Jus t  once . 
[ I t  is evident I wanted to b e  c ertain that in formant was talking about the 

Virgin Mary . Here is a woman lis t ed "35"  and "good" in Nwribers Book 647- 82 2 , 
and advanced to the mark " exc ellent" on the transcription . A f inal reading of 
the comp lete interview caus ed me to lab el every pag e "woman spiritualis t "  - the 
lat t er word also  meaning a spiritua Z .  I hav e  d is cuss ed this perpetual problem 
of  religious syncretism in the Introduction . ]  [N ew Orleans , L a . , ( 7 83 ) , 1087 : 2 . ]  

30 28 . Now , St . Peter is  another saint . He don ' t pray . S t . P eter don ' t  pray 
atall . He ' s - he don ' t s tand no foolishness . Now , St .  P et er is a man who ' ll do 
anything that you ask him to do , for this s imp le r eason - he ' s  got the keys of 

heaven , se e .  Now , you get down and you get to S t . Peter and you ask 
ST . PETER him for things , h e ' ll op en the way for you . You ask him to open the 

way f or you and h e ' ll open the way for you and h e ' ll let you get 
j ob s . You promise him something , g ive it to him .  Now , the bigges t thing you can 
give S t .  P et er is a key . You get you a key and g et you a pi ece o f  b lue ribbon . 
Put that key on a piece of blue ribbon and hang i t  around his neck ; give i t  to 
him and you ' ll have success in every way and in every respect that you under take . 
Unders t and . 

(Wher e  do you have St . P et er ?  In the church you mean? ) 
S t . Peter ' s  in the church . Cour s e  you could hav e  ' im at the house , if you 

have l im b les t , but you g ot to always be sure you know what you ar e doing when 
you t alking to saints . Cours e we talking to the saint s , but we talking to The 
Man Above , too , becaus e He ' s  got something to do wi th this , you s e e .  But when 
you . talking to the saints and you promise  them thing s , i f  you don ' t hold to your 
pr omis e you ' r e  just b lowed up - that ' s  all there ' s  to i t . [New Orleans ,  La . ,  
( 83 2) , 1 244 : 2 . ] 

30 29 . Mah brother had done got to be a young man , see , and dis lady whut -
d is woman whut he was in troub le wi t  was af ter him . She was kinda ole - see , 
too ole fo ' him , he was 18 . All right . Well , she begin to b uy candles - see , 
burn candles on him . She b urned ' em a little b i t  at de time - every 20 minutes . 
All righ t . He begin to weaken down , suf f er , nowhere he went he was s atis fied -
nowhere he wen.t . 

Well she took his socks - s ee , the left . And his dir ty garment , you know d e  
BD ' s  [=  B . V . D . ' s - unionsui t ] , took dat e 

(What do you mean , took his garment? That  had something on it  f rom him? ) 
Yeah . She took dat and she took p enny nails . She had a drier in her yard in 

d e  b ack - you know , in de back yard .  She had his hand s s tr et ched out like dis 
[ demons trates ] and de  toes . See , dey wer e  d em  long shirt - we ll , de  BD whut dey 
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were , long ones . 
(B . V . D . ' s .  You mean und erclothing ? ) 
That ' s  it . And she had him laid - you know , tacked down wi t penny nai ls . 

Eigh t p enny nails i t  was . And sh e had dat d ir ty s o ck - wer e r ight in de mi ddle 
of it . 

[ I  now des crib e informant ' s  demons trations . ]  
( Sh e put this underc lo thing - s tre tched i t  out and she tacked it down on top 

of the gr ound , and th en she put this le ft s o ck in th e middle of th at , and then 
she cove red it all over wi th dir t . )  

We ll , mah bro ther was n ' t  s at is f i ed nowh er e . He had to leave from out o f  town .  
He le ft and h e  wun ' t  [would not ] come b ack . Don ' t car e wh o s end o r  write fo ' 
him , he wun ' t  come b ack . 

(What did she do this f o r ?  To run h im away ? She didn ' t want him any mor e ? ) 
Naw , she got mad caus e h e  wouldn ' t  marry her . Sh e s ay sh e don ' t  want him do 

nob ody else no good . An ' s he done tha t . 
We ll , ah pr ays to S t . Ann , to B less ed Moth er - that ' s  is , to Bles sed Mother .  

I pr ays and prays . 
Well , ah tell you what ah ' ll d o , I say , I kin make h im  come b ack . Wel l , I g ot 

dem b less ed holy candle , d em  pure wh it e candles . 
(Where did you get i t ?  From the chur ch? )  
I g o t  it from de chur ch , f rom de Fathers fr om S t . Jos eph ' s  h er e . See , I 

bough t i t . I tole h im  to bles s dat candle . 
(You didn ' t tell him what you wanted to us e i t  for? ) 

No , ah didn ' t tole him - ain ' t no us e .  An '  ah go t  S t . Pe ter . Ah s ent away 
and ah g ot S t . P et er - ah couldn' t b uy S t . P et er nowheres he re in Mob i le . Got a 
brand-new key and a piece of b lue , you know , r ibbon [ and mad e ]  a b ow-like . 

(Wai t a minu te r You got a St . P et er ' s  key . Where d id you s end to get that ? )  
No , ah g o t  S t . P e t er ' s  photo . Ah s end to mah niece to New O rleans to ge t i t .  
(Where did you send to g e t  that ,  th e photo ? )  
From New Or leans . Tha t  was the only p la ce . Mah li t tle ni ece s ent it b ack to 

me in a hurry . All righ t . Ah went down there to the Catho lic church to Fa ther 
X and t o ld him to b les s  thi s  pho to for me of S t .  P e ter , s ee . I wanted a ho ly 
cand le righ t away . He bles s ed that all at one t ime .  He b les sed tha t key , too . 
He s ay ,  "You want de key bles s ed , too . "  

(What kind of key did you have? ) 
Key like you unlo ck de door with . 
(Where did you g e t  the key ? ) 
Ah b ought dat key . 
(A new key ? ) 

Y eah , a br and-new key ain ' t never b een used . 
Al l right . Well h e  b les t it and b efore h e  b les t it ah ta cked d is key on to 

S t . P et er , s ee .  Ah put on ther e any kind of b ow mah mind made me . Tied a b ig 
b ow ,  a brand new piece - ah got a hal f a  yard fer ten c ents . 

( A r ibbon - b lue ribb on . )  
Tie on S t .  P e t er and nailed S t . P et er up right over mah door , where you come 

in .  Ligh t  dat holy cand le and ah b urned i t  only three days , on Wednes day , Friday 
and Monday - only three days , j es t  had one candle . Ah swee ten i t down wit some 
sugar . Ah b urn dat and ah call mah b ro th er ' s  name th ree t imes , s ee ; call mah 
b rothe r ' s  name thr ee t imes and den ah put mah name on with i t  s ee ,  one time -
only one time . 

(You call your name once . )  
Call mah name onc e and call mah bro ther ' s  name thr ee times ; and di s woman ' s  

name , I ah c al l  h er two t imes . 
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Well , mah brother came home . In three days he came , and he s ay ,  "Sis ter , ah 
got something b ad on mah mind . " Ah say , "What is i t ? "  

[ Recording i s  b ad but he was going t o  ki ll the woman . ] 
She was burning a black candle on him • • • •  
Well , h e  gave her up . He almos t like tuh kill her . He hated her . He drew 

her b lood and he left her . [ Drawing b lood is an o ld remedy to ki ll a wi tch ' s  
power , see 485-48 7 , p . 148 and I ndex . ]  He came to Mob i le . 

(How long ago did this happen? ) 
Well that happen about f ive years ago right here in Mob ile . [Mob ile , Ala . , 

( 6 51) , 848 : 1 .  ] 
30 30 . Yes suh , ah burns a red light to S t . Peter or ei th ah  a green ligh t . 
(How would you burn that ? )  
Ah burns a red light t o  S t . P et er - ah burns i t  1ak ah wants a j ob ,  ah wants 

mah do ' s  tuh be open . Ah want mah man b ehin ' me in mah work . Ah s ets mah green 
light fa ' nine days an ' if ah wus in de nigh t , ah ' d  rap s  fo ' him an ' ah calls 
him , " S t . Pet er , open do ' s  - le t no man kin c lose ' em ,  b ecaus e ah know yo ' got 
de key . Ah know yo ' have de key an ' open do ' s . " An' ah ' 11 set h im  a bouquet of 
flower s an ' ah ' ll let mah ligh t burn fo r nine days . An' at de end of de nine 
days he ' ll give me mah wish .  

(You burn these lights at any particular t ime? ) 
Ah burns ' em  diff ' rent days .  Ah b urns it on Wednes days , Mondays - all day . 
(All day , j ust during the dayligh t ? ) 
Or  de  nighttime . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558) , 2836 : 11 . ] 
3031 . S t . Peter , he ' ll open the door for you . 
(Well , how would you do tha t?  What would you do fo r S t .  Peter? ) 
S t .  Peter , you carry him a key . 
(Where? To the church or ? )  
Yeah , t o  the church . But if you got a key to your hous e  - and you tell St . 

P eter to open the door for you , you give him that key . Well , you ' ve got to give 
him that key . 

And if you tell S t .  Raymond to do good for you , you g ive him a f lower or piece 
of money - dime like that , you give him that . What ever promise you make him , you 
go t to g ive it to him though ; and if you don ' t ,  he take i t  away f rom you . 

(Where do you buy th es e keys to give S t . Peter ? ) 
You have to buy i t  from the s tore . But don ' t let nobody use that key , but get 

th at key and buy that key yourself . 
(You can ' t  buy those keys at the church then? ) 
No , you can ' t  buy them at the church . 
(Now , if they have thes e s aints at home , how would they do - wha t  would they 

do wi th them at home? )  
They takes ' em  and puts them on the mantelpiece - sometimes they puts ' em  on 

th e mantelp iece , somet imes they have a lit tle altar . You know what an alt ar is . 
Well th ey have a lit tle altar and they have a candle at each one o f  those s aints , 
burning in there .  [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 7 9 7 ) , 1111 : 2 . ] 

303 2 . S t . P eter , he opens th e doors for anybody - you know , who has b ad luck 
and .can ' t  get anything . You have to get a key and put it  up over the door , you 
see , and put a ligh t to him .  You put a green light for him , that ' s  for money . 
Th ey do th is in the house , and then you can pu t i t  in the chur ch too . [ Informant 
do es no t mean Roman Catholic Church but the pr ivat e church I call a pub li c shrine 
(pp . 7 70-7 73 ) . ]  But you can keep all that I 'm telling you in the hous e .  But in 
the church too you can make your prayers . You can make the prayers at the house , 
it ' s  all the s ame thing . [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) , 1 147 : 9 . ]  

30 33 . ( St . P eter with the key? ) 
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Yeah .  I kept it [his pic ture ] in the corner on a little shelf-like - little 
altar-like . That ' s  where I kept it  at . 

[Her e is another example of the cater-corner ed altar - see 2870 , p . 827 ; 
p . 129 , line 45 . ]  

(You promis e him what? )  
A bran ' -new key . An ' you promise  him f lowers or a light . If  you ain ' t  got 

the money right there an ' then , when you have de money you put a key there or 
either put a nickel or light  - anything tha '  choo open de way to get . [ New 
Or leans , La . ,  ( 7 88) , 1099 : 7 . ] 

3034 . (You s ay i f  you don ' t give him [ St .  Peter ] this promis e . )  
P romis e what you g ive him - just  like if you promised him a flower or any 

kind of a piec e  of money . At that day when you make h im the promise ,  he ' ll give 
you enough to go out and get j us t  what you ask f or . Well , you see - we ll th en , 
you failed in giving him what you promis ed him , then he ' ll s et f ire . That 
candle - you s ee ,  you have some little candles s et ting under the saint . 

(Under the saint , yes . )  
Yeah , well , the s aint [is ] over [above cand les ] that - well then , everything 

you promise him , if you promised to give him a f lower or give him a rose  - well 
then , when the time comes to you to give it to him - and you done be succes s ful 
what you have asked for - well ,  you come and you put that f lower there , you know , 
in s ome wat er . Well , then you ' ll always have luck . But the minute that you fail 
in giving him what you promis ed - that what you - that j unk what you got around 
there , prob ab ly you may have some pap er around there on the mantelpiece or wher
ever you got i t , or in the corner - you might have a curtain or some thing like 
that - well , there ' s some kind of way it going to blow into that and ketch on 
f ire - burn down - and aft er that you have worse luck than you ever had . 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 2 9 ) , 1229 : 1 . ] 

3035 .  (How do you do that in trying to rent them? ) 
Wel l , the onlies t way you could do , you could t ake - j us t  like if  you knew 

anything , you go to the Crackerj ack Drug S tore and you us e you some ligh ts . You 
get you a green light and you burn in - like a altar - you know , like a litt le 
altar in your home? Well , you burn that [ candle] and you make your wish , you 
unders tand , for to rent the house and you ' ll rent ev ' ry one of your rooms . Your 
cus tomers will pay you ev ' ry day , like if they [ rent-collector ] come ev ' ry  week . 

( I  s ee .  You j us t  burn that candle . You don ' t burn anything to a saint ' s  
picture or anything of that sort? ) 

Yes , you burn it r ight to a saint - you burn it  to St . Peter .  
(You burn i t  to S t .  Peter . )  
That ' s  what those ladies burn to - to S t .  Peter . 
(What do men burn it to? ) 
And men burns to the Vi rgin Mary . Understand? 
(Well , why do the men burn to the Virgin Mary? ) 
Because she ' s a lady , you see . Well , she ' s  the one helps the men ; but St . 

P et er , he ' s  don ' t  help the men at all . See , S t .  Pet er - j us t  like if you have 
St . Peter in your home - S t .  Peter , if you try to light a ligh t  t o  St . Peter , � 
liab le to set your house af ir e b efore he do a favor for you [ a  man] ,  but a woman , 
he .would do a f avor for her . [New Orleans , La . ,  (841) ,  1270 : 3 . ]  

30 36 . Well , S t . P et er , he ' s  good and he ' s  bad ,  but you gotta handle S t . Pe ter 
so rough . 

(You got to do what wi th him? Handle him rough? )  
Yes , you got ta treat him dirty , whatever words  I mean . I f  you drink , you 

got ta we t him with liquor . [See BEER FOR ST . PETER] , and i f  you curs e and live 
a b ad life , you got ta b e cursing . You gotta git up and pull your clo thes up and 
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pat yours elf down there and all that . Then , if you promise him s omething and 
don ' t  give it to him , he ' ll s et your hous e af ire . He won ' t  burn up the whole 
hous e b ut he ' ll burn everything you got in the hous e and then the fir e ' ll go out .  

(How do you mean you pu ll your clothes up and pat yours elf ? )  
Your backs ide t o  him .  
(You show him your backside ? ) 
Yes . 
You have to treat him dirty , treat him mean , on account o f  he was so mean . He 

wasn ' t what he profess ed to be . He was a follower o f  Chris t and when Christ got 
into the j udgment ha ll he didn ' t know nuthin ab out him . He got outs i de and go to 
fightin ' . He cut the man ' s  ear off . He was j us t  a bad man , don ' t you s ee .  And 
so you gotta handle him j ust like now as when he was on earth . 

Then [af ter you " treat him dirty " ] ,  you gott a handle him ni ce or he won ' t b e  
b othe red with you .  You gotta g ive him keys too , becaus e  i f  you don"' t give him 
a key he ' ll keep every door shu� and he ' ll not open the door for you . [New 
Or leans , La . , (855) , 1349 : 4 . ] 

3037 . There ' s  St . P et er .  S t .  Pe ter is a saint they use wi th a b lack candle . 
(A b lack candle? What de they do with S t . Peter? ) 
You see ,  you s et that candle to S t . P eter and you light this candle to St . 

Peter and you say to St .  P eter - and you make a prayer - make a prayer , but have 
thes e people - their name . When you are prayin ' , you call these people name , and 
you s et this b lack candle there , and this b lack candle h as got so many d ays to 
burn . And you begin to suf fer with a headache or di zziness in the head - well , 
th is b lack candle then is burnin ' on you . After th is candle is burned out , then 
you begin to f eel droopy - feel like you don ' t car e about gettin ' up in the 
mornin ' . Then , f in ' lly ,  in the longer run you begin to get weak.  The firs t 
th ing , you ' ll take to your bed ; b ut that can be s topped , if a person know how to 
stop it . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 786) , 109 1 : 2 . ] 

3038 . Well , it ' s  according - you can b urn a pink one , you can burn a yellow 
one , you can burn a whit e  one , for luck . 

(Well , how do you burn those various candles ? )  
Now , you take - say for ' n ' ins tance like when I was on my truck . I had a 

truck . I used to g et me thos e  yellow candles , you s e e .  Ei ther yellow or white 
will do . I get my candle and I ' d  light my candle in the mornings ' fore s even 
o ' clock .  I used t o  g o  t o  church f o r  them . And ' fore s even o ' clock I 'm go t my 
c andle , I ' d  light my candle on my truck. I wouldn ' t  got out of  my t ru ck .  I ' d 
burn the candle and whilst burning my candle , I ' d  use cinnamon and sugar . I ' d 
burn that in my truck. I ' d  put that in the candle and I ' d b urn that in my truck . 
I had St . Peter and I had St . Joseph . I ' d  light my candles to them and I ' d  pray 
1:0 them . 

(In  your house? ) 
No sir , on my truck . 
(Oh , you d id this in the truck? ) 
In the street , no house at all - in the s tr eet , anywheres in the s treet , when 

the time comes . I would burn that . That wa s for my luck . All righ t . Twelve 
o ' clock , I ' d  burn i t  - burn my candle again at thr ee o ' clock and during that day 
I never had a mis fortune at all . Dur ing that day I made - if it wasn ' t  but five 
or s ix do llars , I made that . [New Or leans , La . ,  (832) , 1243 : 3 . ] 

3039 .  (What about St . Peter ? )  
He i s  - h e  tot es the key . He unlocks the door to yuh , but if you don ' t give 

him what you promis e ,  he ' ll burn you out . He burnt me out once , that ' s  how I 
know . 

--(How did he  burn you out? ) 
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Well , you see , I had promis ed him a quarter . Well , I wasn ' t  ab le to give him 
that quart er that certain day ,  and I lef t a li ttle bit o f  f ire in my furnace in 
my room ,  lo cked up , and goes out . When I comes b ack - I didn ' t s ee no way in 
the world that that fire could pop out and s et no thing afire . All my clothes 
and one s ide of the hous e was in a light blaze . 

You gotta give him what you promis e him . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 85 1) , 1318 : 4 . ] 
3040 . (What ab out S t . P eter? ) 
H e ' ll do evil for anything you want done . He ' ll do it for you . 
( S t . P eter will? ) 
Yeah , S t .  Pe ter will do that . 
Well how , for example? Well now , if I wanted St . P eter to do s omething for 

me , I would take a pin and I will s cratch my f inger , or either my own self , and 
let it b leed , b leed , b leed , and I ' ll take a p en and write . And I ' ll write a 
let t er  with my own b lood and I ' ll take it  to the cr ossroads and I ' ll leave it 
there , and I ' ll get him f in ' lly to do anything I ask him t o  do . He ' ll do i t  and 
then after that I kin do anything , too . Se e .  

(You write a letter in your own b lood and g o  t o  the cros s roads and leave it . )  
Yes , I ' ll leave it right ther e ,  I ' ll leave i t .  
(Then what ? Then , what about it? ) 
He ' ll f ind i t .  S t . P eter , he ' ll f ind tha t . 
(Then what will he do? ) 
Anything that I ask for I ' ll get - s ee ,  don ' t care what it is .  
[Wh ile my machine was turned off , inf ormant began a cand le rite . ] 
(Burn a candle to him and ask f or that from St . P eter ? )  
Yes , after you - t ake a frog , g et aholt o f  t im - ev ' ry  momin ' t ake a b room 

and whup ' im , call ' im all kind o f  name an ' whup ' im  out the world till he [ St .  
Peter ?  come up? ] an ' he ' ll [ St .  P eter wi ll ] answer you an ' ask whut you want ' im 
to do . 

[Here , a well-known rite of whipping a f rog is confusing - I return to the 
letter . ] 

(Now , wait a minute - ab out this cross road bus iness . What would you say in 
that lett er you would write? ) 

Well , you would say ,  "Well , S t .  P eter ,  I want this woman do such and so .  I 
want you to g ive me this and I want this done , and harm this certain fellow and 
move that man out o f  my way , "  or something like tha t . "I want you to do it . "  

(And aft er you write this lett er , do you have to go b e fore St . Peter ' s  
picture to do anything? )  

No , you have to have him on your wall - have him on your wall to do that 
[ let ter at cross road ] . Keep him on your wall . Just keep him on your wall or 
highb oy or· bureau , or  over in f ront of your door . 

(Do you have to talk to S t . Peter or any thing b ef ore you write that le tter? ) 
• Well , if you t alk to him once , he tell you what to do . Then , get your b lood 

and write him [ a ]  let ter with your b lood . Put it  up on the wall o f  - up over 
the door and h e ' ll answer . H e ' ll do anything you s ay .  

( I  s ee .  Well now , how do you work this up on the wall - in putt ing this 
picture on the wall what do you do to it? ) 

Well , you g et you a broom and j us t  wham him out ,  j us t  call h im  all kinds of 
names .  "I asked you to do something and you d idn ' t do i t . "  Jus t whup him with 
that broom and he ' ll do it . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 7 ) , 1441 : 2 . ] 

3041 . ( For St . P eter . Tell me how you do that . )  
Well , ah g ives him a ligh t . Ah gives him a light an ' p ray to him an '  makes 

an offer tuh him an ' takes him down [ f rom the mantelpiece or wall ] an ' turn h im  
upside down an ' give him a red cand le .  Put it up ' side de  wall anywh er e or down 
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on d e  f lo ' . Turn him ups ide down , an '  give him a red candle an ' throw a glass 
of watah in his face , an ' go ' head on to co t t o  Dat ' s  de co ' t  case now , if  it 
ain ' t serious . But i f  it ' s  serious , yo '  go t ta work harder yo '  know - yo ' gotta 
s t art in time . But ah kin take S t . P eter down dis mawnin ' an ' yo ' goin ' tuh co ' t  
an ' ah kin make it easy . [Algiers , L a . , ( 1584) , 2954 : 2 . ] 

304 2 .  Well , S t . Raymond , he stand up like a b ig o ld s aint . You 
ST . RAYMOND burn green candles to h im .  You burn ' em  Wednes day , Fridays and 

S aturdays . He ' s  for money - j us t  like you ain ' t got no money , 
don ' t know where to get none . Well , you g et down on your knees and you pray , 
you repeat them prayers - i t ' s  a prayer , you repeat them prayers nine times . 
[ Does the p rayer come wrapped about the cand le ? ]  

(Each day ? )  
Yes , sir . Well , after you repeats them prayers , you take you a green candle 

and you set it to S t .  Raymond and you make your wish , and you can ask him for 
anything you want , but you means it from your hear t though and you ' ll get it . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 1086 : 10 . ] 

3043 . Have a ceremony . But in case  that you get an alt ar you have to take it 
to the pries t and le t him bless the altar before you b ring i t  in your house .  I f  
you get S t . Raymond ' s  pictur e  from the s tore where they buy th e saint pictures , 
you got  t o  take i t  to the pr ies t and have i t  b les t before you b ring ' em in your 
house . [New Orleans , La . , ( 85 5) , 1349 : 3 . ] 

3044 . Well , S t . Raymond , he is a good saint . S t .  Raymond is the saint for 
the poor . S t .  Raymond will give you bread and if you got chi ldren , he will keep 
the way open that you should feed your ch ildr en . Now , you give St . Raymond a 
green light . You give him a green light at home .  O f  cours e , when you go to 
church , you give him those little cup candles and they ' re yellow . Or you can 
s et what you call a nine-day �ight .  I t ' s  a li ttle glas s lamp with a glob e on it . 

(A nine-day light . )  
Bu t you gotta pay 25 cent s for that nine-day light , and if you care to when 

th e nine days is up , light another one . I t  is j us t  the s ame .  S t . Raymond always 
keeps you with your pr eferment . He is a saint that will help you . 

(You get thes e nine-day light s in the church? ) 
In the church . 
(And you burn them there or at home ? )  
I n  the church you burn th em firs t .  [New O rleans , La . ,  (855) , 1349 : 2 . ]  
3045 . (Before prohibition you did that? ) 
Befor e prohibi tion came here , yes sir . You s ee , you go to the s ent [ s aint ] 

st ore , you ask for a S t . Raymond sent . 
( St . Raymond sent . ) 
He ' s  a fellow with a little short  dress on , go t a crown on his head . He got 

something down look like the devil - this thing he go t on the ground . I t  got a 
tail and horns on its head . He got a sword in his hand like that [ demons trat es ] .  
See , if  he would get up , he would cut his head o f f  or some thing . [ Informant is 
confus ing S t . Mi chael with S t .  Raymond . ]  Now , that s ent is for to put in a place 
like you are s elling whiskey , or making wh iskey , to keep the law from being wor
rying you . You put that s ent up over your front door where he have to come in . 
And that s ent suppose to protect your b us ines s . 

(I see . )  
Yes , s ir . That what you call the - you been in the Catholic Church ? 
(Yes . ) 
You s ee them s t atues and thing s ?  
(Yes . )  
Well , they have pictures drawed of f with the s ame s tatues on them that you us e 
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in your home , caus e I got ' em in my home now .  
(This i s  a picture o f  S t .  Raymond? )  
O f  S t . Raymond . 
(You j us t  tack i t over the door , that will keep the l� away? )  
Over the door , that keep the law �ay . 
( I  see . They did this b ef ore - this was during Prohibi tion days that you 

used that ? )  
Prohib i tion days . The reason why I know ' cause I us ed it mys elf . I run a 

place of  busines s down here for a fellow they calls Joseph Faranzi . You s ee , 
he ' s  a I talian fellow , but I run it in my name , b ut it wasn ' t my place . And I 
us ed to sp rinkle ho ly wat er every mo rning - when I sweep up , I sprinkle the floor 
down wi th holy water . Now , that ho ly water come from the Catholic Church . You 
gits it in a quar t b ottle . Then I take s ome of that holy water and I throws i t 
on that picture . 

(Over the door ? )  
Over the door , you s ee .  You h ave to keep that picture damp wi th that holy 

water , you s ee .  This her e  picture , it works by ho ly water . [Here this saint is 
a hand which mus t  b e  kept damp - fed. See p . 5 7 8  and whole sub divis ion HandS . ] 
You sprinkl e over that picture and that p icture supp os e to pro tect your place o f  
bus ines s . Now ,  half  of this ci ty is run by sent pictures . Mos t  every home you 
go in , you b e  lookin ' up to s ee sents over the door . [New Orleans , L a . , ( 7 86) , 
1090 : 10 . ] 

3046 . Ah know somepin ' bout S t . Raymond . S t . Raymond is de s aint he ' s  lucky 
fo ' money . Some people makes a novena to him fo ' nine Tues days , Thursd ays an ' 
S aturdays . Dey gives him a green candle , if  dey us e a candle . I f  yo ' want 
flower s , yo ' gives him any kind o f flowers . He ' s  fo ' money . 

(You make that on nine Tuesdays ? )  
Nine Tuesdays fo r S t . Raymond , or nine Thursdays , o r  nine Saturdays . Them h is 

days . Yo ' burn it [candle ]  s traight , lak yo ' would go into a church [ and burn 
i t ]  or anything - jes ' lak yo ' b uy it in a s to ' , wher e  yo ' see d e  wick at , yo ' 
j es '  put a mat ch to it  an ' light it . But chew don ' t b low d e  mat ch out . See , 
take yore han '  an ' dampen it wit some spit , eithah one , an ' mash it out . Yo ' 
don ' t blow no light out when yo ' light it  lak dat ,  s ee .  

(Wher e  do you burn this candle ? )  
Right in front of St . Raymond [ in your home ] . 
3047 . You burn a green candle to St . Raymond . 

you got St . Raymond on your al tar and you sit the 
and then you make your wishes to him . 

[Algiers , La . , ( 1 57 7) ,  2904 : 7 . ] 
You take your green candle and 

g reen candle before the s aint 

I f you want a j ob - and you want the b os s  to give you a j ob ,  if you know his 
name , you take his name and you write it down nine times . You get s ome cinnamon 
and you get some pars ley and you get some of th is garliC and you pound that all 
up together and you put that in . Put i t  b efore your candle ,  righ t in front o f  
th e' c andle where your saint ' s  at and burn that , and he ' ll give you a j ob and like 
you . You burn it before S t . Raymond . You can use a green candle . Us e the s ame 
green candle for him ,  that the onlies t kind o f  candle to us e .  You burn a white 
candle for peace . [New O rleans , La . , ( 859) , 136 6 : 12 . ] 

304 8 . (What color do you use for S t .  Raymond ? )  
Green , to take care o f  money - greenback money . 
(What ab out silver money . )  
Yes , s ir .  Well , lots o f  fellows give me s ilver money . [ This is a hust ling 

�oman . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 85 7 ) , 1364 : 11 . ] 
3 049 . St . Raymond ' s  can ' le is sometime is for money . 
(St . Raymond or S t . Ramos ? )  
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S t . Raymond , yes sir . S t . Raymond . You kin go to the Cath ' li c  Church an ' 
make a novena to S t .  Raymond to open the way f or a j ob or somepin like that . An ' 

then you kin go to S t . Raymond an ' put s omeb ody in b ad luck dat ' s  a enemy to you . 
S t .  Raymond or St . Michael , you kin us e .  You s et lights an ' b urn on ' em . 

(That ' s  in the church? )  
In church - in the church . 
(To g ive them b ad lu ck? ) 
To give ' em  - to put ' em  in tough luck . 
( Suppos e I went there . How would I give a person b ad lu ck? ) 
You goes an ' git  a can ' le that ' s go t red - you know whut can ' le you gon ' a  

burn , j is '  like r ed ,  sometime blue , sometime white ;  or , if , like you know whut 
choo gon ' a  do . I f  you go  in there for good , you gon ' a  take a whi te can ' le ;  but 
i f  you burn that for b ad , you gon ' a take b lack or red , or some other can ' les -
if  you go in there to give a person bad luck.  You under stand . 

(You light those right in the church? ) 
Yes s ir .  [Church to informant is not the Roman Catholic Chur ch b ut the Public 

Shrine (p . 7 70)  , whose cus todian is some times called Mother . ]  [New Orleans , La . , 
( 7 90) , 110 1 : 8 . ] 

3050 . ( S t .  Raymond? )  
You puts the pit chure of  him [of S t . Raymond ] up , an ' you puts the can ' le in 

a li ttle cup about that big . You set the can ' le an ' you lights i t . An ' don ' t  
wan ' a b low your mat ch out , knock i t  out an ' put i t  in that cup . A� ' leave it 
[ the cand le ]  burnin ' .  

( Do you put the mat ch in that cup and let i t  b urn , too? ) 
No , j is '  put i t  out , t ' row i t  out like that an '  put i t  in the cup . 
(Well ,  why did you b low the candle out ?  B l ow  the mat ch out ? )  
You shou ld no t b low i t  out . 
( Oh ,  all  you do is j us t  shake i t - shake th at match right out ? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(And you put i t  into a cup , too? ) 
Yes , sir . 
Aft er you burn the can ' le why you have to git  another one - that ' s  to make a 

[voyeyah or noy ey ah  = novena? ] .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 91) , 1102 : 13 . ]  
305 1.. Now S t .  Raymond , you gotta give him a whole lo t to drink, and a b ig . 

key . 
[ Info rmant is confus ing or b l ending St . Raymond wi th S t . Peter . ] 
(Wha t  do you mean " a  whole lo t to  drink? " )  
Now , when you dr ink - i f  you don ' t  dr ink , well you s ee ,  you have him hanging 

up on your wall , and you go tta take and g et something to drink and you chunk i t  
up there to him , S t . Raymond . 

(What do you mean "something to drink? " )  
Like wine or b eer or wh iskey , or whatever i t  is you [ b uy ] . 
(What do you mean "j us t  chunk it up there? ") 
Just chunk it  up on the pi cture . You s ee ,  you have him and you h ave a key . 

You s ee ,  a key and a piece of ribbon .  I f  you had S t .  Raymond , now , you ' d  s ay ,  
"St . Raymond , I 'm  in bad luck and I wish you ' d  open the way fo r me , that way I 
will have luck at , b e  suc cess ful and coming in luck . " Well , you ' d  get you a key 
and you ' d  tie i t  on a piece of  red ribb on and you have a nai l and you hang it up 
on that nail . 

[ S t . Peter ' s  ribbon is b lue and ab out his neck . ] 
( Then what do you do ? )  
Well , he ' s  supposed to open the door f or you ,  open the way for you . 
( I  s ee . Do you burn candles b ef ore him? ) 
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Yes , s ir ,  you burn candles . You have white cand les , you burn for him . [New 
Orleans , La . ,  ( 845)  , 1290 : 5. ]  

305 2 . S t . Rita is  a woman , sh e never got  a good husb and . She had some of 
th em  but they wer e  all cruel to her - they b eat her and they g ive her b lack eyes 

and they wer e  mean to her . She never could keep a husb and . The last 
ST . RITA husband she had he b eat her so bad it turned h er agains t all men ,  and 

any woman that has got a husb and , S t .  Ri ta is bad luck to th em in the 
house . Now , if she is a s ing le woman , S t .  Ri ta wi ll help her . But she won ' t do 
anything for men at all becaus e she don ' t like them . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 855 ) , 
1348 : 10. ] 

3053. Yassuh , S t .  Ri ta ' s  fo ' chillren , she ' s  not f o '  men - f o '  chi l1ren an ' 
wimmins , but not fo ' mens . S t .  Ri ta will dr ive a man out o f  a woman ' s  hous e . 
Sh e don ' t lak no man . 

( Is th er e  any part icular reason why she doesn ' t  like the men? ) 
On account a she married - her parents made her marry a man an ' she didn ' t  want 

tuh marry him - she wanted tuh be a nun - an ' her husb and wus c ruel t o  her . He 
hi t  her in de haid an ' she had a ho le in her haid . An '  she had two sons , an ' she 
said befo ' she would s ee her sons live tub be men - sh e  asked God tuh take ' em 
out o f  dis world . An '  when h er son dies she went to a convent tuh b e  a nun . An '  
d e  r es t  o f  d e  nuns would scorn her , an ' when dey ' d  s corn her - dey h ad  a b ig 
feas t  at de chur ch an ' sh e wanted t uh  go an '  she asked God tuh heal dat [ho le in 
h er head ] up s o she could go tub dis feast an ' she went to dat feast . An ' when 
she went tub de feas t d e  r es t  of de nuns d idn ' t know her until aftah de feas t wus 
ovah . An '  when she wus comin ' b ack , dis ho le in her haid opened up . An '  b efo ' 
she died she to le dem - dere wus s now on d e  ground - she tole ' em tuh go out an ' 
look on de fig tree an ' br ing her a ripe f ig an ' bring her a red ros e o f f  of a 
bush . An '  dey b rought i t . 

(What did she want - to give them the flowers ? )  
Dat wus j es '  whut she wanted , j es '  tuh show ' em  about whut she wus doin ' t .  

Dey s corned her on accounta whut she had dat hole in her haid , an ' sh e wanted 
tuh show ' em dat her relig ion was pure , or whu t she wus doin ' . 

(Well now - how do you approach S t . Rita now? ) 
Well , yo '  kin take S t .  Rita - yo ' give her f lowers , i f  yo '  want her tuh do 

somepin fo ' yo ' . Sh e' s fo ' chillr en an ' wimmins . Yo ' makes a novena tuh her , 
but chew don ' t make no novena tuh her fo ' a man if yo ' got a man at chure house 
an' [unless ] yo '  wants tuh drive dat man away . If yo ' wanta make a nOVena tub 
�, she ' ll sho ' run him away caus e s he don ' t lak men . 

(Do you make that novena at any special time? ) 
Well , h er days is Thursdays . 
(You don ' t burn any candles to her ? )  

N o  suh yo ' don ' t  burn no candles to her , yo ' gives her f lower s .  [ Algiers ,  
La . , (157 7 ) , 290 5 : 1 . ] 

305 4 .  De s aints dat d e  womens work with ,  into keep in , her man into her life -
lak if a woman wanta keep a man an ' sh e  don ' t  wanta g ive a man no filth tub eat , 
or fix a man with no scrapin ' s  offa his f eet or his hat . Well , she keeps a light 
burnin ' tub S t . Rita . S t . Rita keeps de do ' s  open fo ' dis woman , be caus e her 
srmvathy is wi th de woman j es ' 1ak Noah wus fo ' de world . He cried fo ' de-wDr1d 
j es lak St . Rita is fo ' de woman . She ' s  s omething 1ak Noah . She a passionly 
[ patiently ] pers on an ' lak tuh s ee de home light burnin ' .  Lon� as y o '  ke ep a 
light burnin ' tuh her she ' ll he ' p  yo ' ,  an ' if yo ' b een burnin lights to her an ' 
don ' t b elieve her , sh e ' ll he ' p  yo ' r ight on . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 157 2), 2889 : 7. ]  

3055. (S t .  Ri ta? ) 
Well , she don ' t like men . I [ a  woman] never have prayed to her , never have 
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gived her a l ight and no kind of novenas .  
(Why is that ? )  
Becaus e she don ' t like men . {New Or leans , La . , ( 8 51) , 1318 : 7 . ]  
30 56 . (Well now , tell me ab out S t . Ri ta . )  
Well , you know , S t .  Ri ta , she don ' t like no man . 
(Yes . ) 
Cause he r husband was a man ,  you know . 
( I  see . ) 
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Cause he deceived her when she had a son for him . Sh e don ' t like no man . She 
do anything fo r a woman , won ' t do any thing for a man . 

(I s ee . ) 
All you have to do , get you S t . Ri ta ' s  pitchure in your hous e , and get you a 

whi te candle and put the candle there and put f lower s ther e , and go th er e every 
mo rning and as k h er to do it for you for nine mo rnings , and she ' ll do i t . Give 
her money th ough , flowers too , and she ' ll do any thing you ask h er to do - don ' t 
care what it is . {New Orleans , La . , ( 87 7 ) , 144 1 : 1 . ] 

3 05 7 . S t .  Ri ta , she don ' t like no man . Only one reason why sh e don ' t like a 
man , cause she had a man and he was very h ard on her . And the man was so mean 
and c ruel to her t i l l  h e  g ave her a s tone . 

(He g ave her what ? )  
He gav e to her a s tone . 
(Yes . )  
And he mad e her boil that s t o ne un ti l  i t go t to be an I r ish potat o , and wh en 

that s tone got to b e  an Irish po ta t o , well then , that ' s  wher e she got apart from 
th is man , becaus e now today she hat es a man . Why does she hates a man? Cuz a 
man was such a cruel [ per son] to a woman . But she ' s good in a way and sh e ain ' t 
no good in this way - she ' ll take . I f  you make a novena to her that you don ' t 
� , that you want a g it rid o f  your husband , you ' ll g i t  r i d  o f  the man ; but 
there ' s  a one in the family , such as your moth er or your ch ild or your grand
chi ld , or someone like your father o r  aross-re Zati ve , she ' ll come in and step 
in and take her away from tOU , becaus e you want a g i t  rid of h im becaus e she hates 
a man . And tha t ' s  how sh e  11 come in to do th es e thing s . Sh e ' ll take th at man 
away from you , but s t ill and all she ' ll come r ight on in and t ake your mo ther o r  
your chi ld - the one that you love the b es t .  { N ew  Orleans , La . , ( 87 4 ) , 14 35 : 4 . ] 

305 8 .  Ther e ' s only one saint you go t o  that doing b ad and tha t ' s  S t .  Ri ta .  
( S t . Rita? ) 
S t . Rita , sh e ' s  a woman .  Sh e d on ' t  like men and i t  wouldn ' t  do you [ the 

au tho r ]  no good to go to her , to ask h er to do you f avors for you ; but if you 
want f avors done , you go to S t . Jos eph , S t . P e t er , or L ady o f  Lourd es - any of 
tho s e o ther s aints . That ' s to do good for you for luck - you know , to be suc
ces s ful in wh atsomever you under take to do or s ometh ing of th at sort . 

(We ll , why do es n ' t S t . Ri ta like men? ) 
Well , S t . Rita , th e r eason why sh e don ' t like men is - according to S crip tures 

f rom what I 'm got the unders tanding o f  - she never did like mens f o r  one s imp le 
reason , on ac count of Chr is t , s e e .  Christ i s  suppos ed to be her f ather ,  and he ' s  
no t , s ee .  She don ' t like men , she never d id . When Chris t was born , she looked 
and s ee tha t it was man . She walked away and they made her come back . But wh en 
they called him King of Lopds - that ' s  how we have th is th ing [ day] what we C8II 
aamival today . We ll , they s aid , ' 'Ha i l , King of the J ews , "  and all such things 
as that , sh e liked that becaus e they was go ing t o  kill him .  She hated men . We 
have today what we call carnival , you know , carnival j us t  passed . We have that 
on the [ sakes ? ] of our Lord and Savior , Jesus Chris t ,  wh en he was b orn .  He was 
b o rn , so they claim , on th e 25th o f  December . �, I unders tood di fferent . I t  
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was on a carnival that he was coming when they said , "Prepare ye for th e kingdom 
of heaven is nigh at hand . "  That was Chris t - he was coming . He was coming and 
he was coming on an ass colt .  S ee .  And th ey went around s aying , "Make way , for 
the kingdom of  heaven is nigh , " and they was talking abou t the Lord was coming , 
you s ee . And sh e s een who it  was and that ' s  what cau s ed her to hat e men today . 
But s till and all , he came . Everyb ody had to - I think i t  was th e ninth hour . I 
know I rememb er read ing s omething ab out what he s aid  at the ninth hour - ab out 
his time had not come yet , but at the ninth hour his time come th . He hung on the 
cros s f rom the sixth until the ninth hour . That ' s  how it was . And when th at 
ninth come - when the ninth hou r was up - everybody had to pull off their masks 
and things . See , everybody had ch anged . We ll , that ' s  how we have what you call 
carnival today .  S ee ,  after six o ' clo ck you can ' t  wear no more masks . See .  We ll 
that ' s  Sc riptures - tha t ' s  the same thing as  in the Bib le .  You s ee .  Well , th at 
is how she come to hate mens today , becaus e he was born man and he suppos ed to be 
her father . See.  But she don ' t like men , and that ' s  the r eason she don ' t like 
men becaus e h e  supposed to be her father and he ' s  not . 

(Do th e women go to S t .  Rita when they want a favo r done? )  
A woman can go ther e and have any kind o f  favor done she wants to , b ut a man 

can ' t . 
(Well , what sort o f  thing would a woman have her do f or her? ) 
Well , th e s aint - well , a s aint could do mos tly anything . S t . Rita , for a 

woman , sh e ' d  do anything she wants . Generally , if  th e w�man go to her and ask 
h er to do thes e f avors , she can have it done ; but she ' ll have to go and go until 
she ful fill a promise  she make to the saint . It j us t  like you ,  if  I tell you , 
"Loan me a t en-dollar bill tod ay and I pay you back Saturday . "  Well , then Sat
urday come , you looking f or your ten do llars , s ee .  Well , that ' s how that is  with 
this s.aint . You go to thes e  saints and you ask ' em  for a favor , j us t  like , say 
for ins tance , you are ou t of work and you want a j ob ,  she ' ll op en th e way for you 
to get the j ob .  We ll , you promis e to give h er f lower s or promise to give her a 
quarter or half a dollar , maybe you promise to give her a cand le . Well , sh e ' ll 
op en th e way for you to get the j ob ,  but when you get the j ob ,  it ' s up to you to 
go and give her that c andle or flower or whats omever you promised her . And if 
you don ' t give i t  to her , why then you going to  los e that j ob ag ain . Now , that ' s 
strictly facts . [New Or leans , La . , ( 8 32) , 1244 : 1 . ] 

3059 . (What do you know about S t . Rita? ) 
S t . Rita is the b es t  s aint . I can tell you th at St . Rita is one o f  the b es t  

s aints . That I kin say that I have cal I on her after Jes us , after God and Jesus , 
the Son o f  God - after his heart [ S acred Hear t ] . Sh e have done me some f avors . 

(Well , can you tell me some thing about her ? Who is she ?  What does she do ? )  
She  ain ' t  nothing but a woman . She have b een a bad woman all h er days . 
(Yes , what kind o f  a bad woman? ) 
She had b een a sporting woman , goes with mens - you unders tand , different 

mens and that kind o f  thing . Every night she would lay with a man , she had a 
growing s on . One nigh t , here that s on come j us t  ab out one o ' clock aknocking at 
the door , and at the same time she had a man - th e man laying with her . And he 
[man with her ] knew that she was doing thos e  things - that why she so good to
day - and he didn ' t take no time , d idn ' t ask who that was . They [ the man and 
she ] was more sure th at was s ome o f  her mens - you know , had been knocking at 
the door . And i t  was her son .  [The man ]  got up and h e  takes his gun and h e  shot 
the son - th at ' s what the book [ says ] - shot the man at th e door . That was her 
son . [He ] opened th e door and he who had been dropped dead by the sh ot , tha t was 
her son .  That why she faint ed . 

( Sh e  faint ed . )  
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Sh e fainted . She say , "Now , from t od ay on - from tonight on , I sh all change 
my name . Th e only s on that I had of mine - have s een the hand o f  [ something ] . 
But , " she say , I Ib efore that I goes to that way , I was ready to s end mys el f to 
that p lace there in h ell . But he take my p lac e . But I chang e my name from to
nigh t on . 1 I She choose the very , very dirty p lace that you c ou ld of call ed to 
[ s to pped at ] traveling along - what I mean in the [wood s ? ] - everything [ dirty ] . 

( I n  the wha t ? ) 
I n  the wood s  yes , alone . I t  was in January . You s ee in that kind of t ime 

there ain ' t no flowers . We don ' t s ee no f lowers . We don ' t s ee such a - there ' s  
no th ing b looming at that , in that month . Sh e say , " I  throw myself - I wanta b e  
a s aint or I wanta ki ll mys elf . I want a  do char i ty s om e  kind of way . "  She con
tinue praying , praying . And she say , " From today on , 1 I sh e s ay ,  "my S avior , th at 
you come to b e  the man , and give me the c rown that I want . I b e  called many---
[ some th ing ] in your heaven . I res igns every thing . I throw myself in your arms . 

Af t er th e b ad ,  I want the g oodnes s as my [ fort or fo r t e ] - i t  shall b e  my [ fort 
or forte ] unt il I die . But I ' m going to chang e my name . "  That way she s ay , "I 
go espe cially for the poor . I have been poor . I have to throw mys elf in this 
posit ion that I have to go make th e death o f  my child - for my bab y  - and I ' ll do 
charity f o r  the poor . " And she s ays , "My Savior , at the end o f  my pr ayer , af ter 
you show me my way , good or b ad , I want for you [ to ]  repre sent it to me - j us t  
a kind o f  a something [ s ign ] to let me know that you s t and with me , and I ' ll 
s t and wi th you , and I shall b e  s aved from today on . "  

(What was her name before? ) 
Ri ta . Now i t ' s  S aint , you see . 
(I s ee . ) 

They us e Saint in i t . 
(Well , then she chang ed it to S t . Rita ? ) 
S t .  Ri ta . 
[At th is po int I s t op the machine but she s oon saying s omething ab out the sign 

makes me res tart recording . ]  
( All righ t . Did she have a s ign ? ) 
She got a sign . In Feb ruary . Did you unders tand? 
( I  und erst and . )  
Now , you know it ' s  a month tha t  there ' s  no thing what b looms . One nigh t she 

comes and sh e  lay s  down . One morning , she get up and sh e s ay ,  " I ' m going t r avel
ing along . "  When she come to get out from th e door of tha t building where sh e 
was , she had f igured th at sh e had carried - have carried i t  on her head like a 
vei l and wh ite around here . She have figured that . You unders tand . That was 
at th e time of J esus Chris t ,  you see . 

She [was ] walking along . Her heart hav e  always - have a willing heart , you 
unders t and , for every th ing that would come along . She walked fo rth on that road 
ab out two or three miles b efore she g e t  t o  a l it t le pond that they have water -
that th ey used t o  have s ome f lowers or something . She s ays , "Wel l ,  Lord , I asked 
my mes s age through my prayer s , to show me a s ign and le t m e  know if I was pas t 
through my b ad days . Make a way wh ich s ay if y ou was on my s ide . I I  She s ay , 
"Th is morning , in th e [pi cture - s ome th ing ab out the ros e ] . Did you s ee - you 
done s e e  th e picture? 

(No , I ' ve never s een the pictur e o f  S t . Ri ta . ) 
She have a b eauti ful ros e on her l i t t le tab le - that ' s  the f i r s t  beginning o f  

h e r  lif e from - af ter He had changed h er ways . Now , here comes - continuing -
she say , " I  ain ' t going to lo s e  my way .  l ain ' t g o ing to g ive up . "  She s ay ,  "I 
don ' t want n o  company . The onlie s t  company that I want wi th m e  i s  God . I f  I 
don ' t  see him - j us t  so tha t He lead me with prayer - tha t  I fo res een th e - and 
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know that my red eeming lead in my hear t , so that I kin say that I know it . "  
One morning she gets up - that was the third morning . 
(Are you repeating that part of the story? ) 
That was the third morning . I come with one morning like that - that was the 

third morning , again . She say , "Well , my Savior , here is  a lamb . "  She s ay ,  ",! 
promise Jesus I was going to be in the s ervice o f  the p oor people ,  bad people .  
He have heard me . "  She s ay ,  "Her e , thie; i s  my way . "  She promis e from that day 
on , " I  wanta be  a s aint - not for the rich , no t for nob ody but all bad people . "  
Whosomever know they have been dealing b ad ,  whosomever know that they wanta be 
bett er , they goes to her and ask her if her [she will ] beg Jesus fo r some thing 
to help them on the way . And you give her her prayer s like you ough t to , I ' ll 
guarantee that she ' ll answer you . 

(You mean any person who is wicked - you go to her and she ' ll answer? )  
I ' m  telling you . 
( She won ' t do any dir ty work , will she? ) 
Oh , not no more . Not no more . No , sir . 
(Does S t .  Ri ta like men? Does she answer any man ' s  prayer? )  
Oh , yes , she like the men - she like man . She like all good d ealing , but not 

bad dealing no more . Caus e b ad dealing have b een the caus e of - see , in one way , 
that h er trouble have come through . [New Orleans , La . , ( 862) , 1380 : 2 . ] 

30 60 . (What did you do to get your husband back? ) 
Well , I went to her [ St . Rita ] again and pr ayed . Well , when I went to her and 

prayed , I burned incense in my house and sc rubb ed incens e in my house . Well , it 
was a woman that took my husband clean from me . I c ouldn ' t do any thing in the-
world with him .  He wouldn ' t  s tay home . He wouldn ' t  pay no rent at  home . I is 
a mother with children for him and he wouldn ' t pay no rent , he wouldn ' t  support 
�, and I d idn ' t have no caus e to go to the white folks to make him support me -
no nothing . Bu t I took and went on there and prayed , and af ter I went there , ! 
just  took holy water and scrubb ed my hous e out and sprinkled holy water in my 
hous e , and light that candle and got me a li ttle altar and put her in ther e , got 
her saint and put her in ther e , and I had three ligh ts . And I had his name writ 
nine times frontwards and nine times backwards , and I ligh ted her candle on him -
you s ee ,  where a li ttle bas e .  

(Oh l What kind of a cand le? ) 
A whi t e  c andle . But I had one white candle what I had his picture and his 

name - you know , right on i t .  And I had his name nine times thisaway and nine 
times thataway . 

(Acros s .  In a cross ? )  
Yes , j us t  like you ' d  make a cross .  You unders tand? } 
Well , all right . I laid that down j us t  like this [demons trates ] .  See , that ' s 

his pic ture ther e .  I lai d  his name over that and s et the [whi te]  light on t op 
of it . 

(You laid the names crosswise ,  across the picture , and now you put the candle 
on top o f  that - this white candle . )  

Yes ,  s ir .  
(Was i t  a picture or a statue of the saint? ) 
No , i t  was a statue of my saint , but I had the picture of my husband - that 

was his ' n .  
( Bu t  the saint was a s tatue? ) 
A s tatue - little white statue . You can get it in any Catho lic church ; you 

can get a little white s tatue.  They give you ary one you want - any one of them . 
(I see. ) 
S o ,  I had my light there , but I had her b ack her e .  You see . 
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(Her light . )  
Her light - was suppos ed to put her light here . 
(What color wa s her ligh t ? )  
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Her light was a b lue light I giv e  her . S ee ,  that ' s  when you want a get your 
husb and b ack . And i f  you have a dark ligh t , it ' s  for the woman what ' s  got your 
husband . Tha t whi te light , that ' s  hers [ the saint ' s ]  but she ' s  working on that 
for you . See , she ' s  bringing him home . And my husb and come home one night a t  
twelve o ' clo ck and I wouldn ' t  get no ups t irr ing about him - you s ee ,  �, two , 
three , my mind was gone o f f  of him . He s tayed away from me three weeks , and when 
he come b ack home , he come righ t home and went and called on the land lor d and 
paid him hiss elf ; asked the landlord how much I ' d owed him , and the landlord told 
him , "Well ,  she owe for three week ' s  rent . "  And I was paying $ 3  a week .  And he 
went there and he paid him . He was working right th er e on the river f ront , and he 
really did come b ack home and I ain ' t  never had no troub le wit him s ince . That ' s 
b een three year ago and I don ' t  never move that light - I always ke'ep that ligh t .  
I always g o  t o church every morning a t  s ix ' clock . You ' ll find me i n  that church 
on Halsey Avenue and Cologne . I ' ll be to that Catholic chur ch ther e on my knees . 

(Do you do that every morning now? ) 
Ev ery morning . 
(Are you a Catholic? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(Well , wer e  you Catholic before then? ) 
No s ir ,  I was no Catholic then . I was a Methodis t .  
( I  se e ,  you b ecome a Catholic . )  
Af ter . I came to b e  a Catholic af ter . 
(Wer e you confirmed or any thing in the Catholic Church or d id you j us t  go in? )  
We ll , I j o ined th e Catho lic Church , you und ers tand . 
(Wer e you baptis ed in the Catholic Church? ) 
No , I wasn ' t  b aptised yet . I wasn ' t  supp os ed to ge t baptised unt il Eas t er 

Sunday . That ' s  when they supposed to b ap tize me , Eas ter Sunday Morning . 
(You haven ' t been bapt is ed yet . You are go ing to b e  though? ) 
Yes , sir . Eas ter Sunday morning . 
( I  s ee . )  
Eas t er Sunday morning . 
(And you have this alt ar in your house and you s ti ll burn thes e candles ? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
(And you burn the blue and the white ones? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(You put thr ee cand les ? )  
I put thr ee candles f or the man - liKe if you wants your husb and b ack , like 

if a woman want her husband back . 
(One was blue? ) 
One wa s b lue and one was whi t e  and the other one was b lue [b lack] .  The b lue 

one was for the s aint , but th e whi te one was f or the husb and [see lat er ] . That 
dark cand le - the b lack candle was for  the woman what was , you know , have took 
your husband from you . That was agains t her . 

[Originally she says the whi te candle sat on h er husb and ' s picture and name -
it being the cand le for him .  Later she calls the white candle the saint ' s , but 
only b ecause the s aint is working through it . The b lue candle is for the saint 
alone . ] 

(How d id you have this arranged on the altar? ) 
Well , you see , j us t  have . 
(Here ' s  the a ltar . )  
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[To represent altar, I open my small spiral-bound Numbers Book on table . ] 
That ' s  the altar. Now you see , j ust hold this up j ust like this here. That' s 

the altar here. You understand? 
(Yes. ) 
Well, all right . That ' s  the V irgin Mary - the Virg in right here , see . 
(That ' s  St. Rita ? ) [She means St . Rita. ] 
Yeah , that' s St. Rita, right there. All righ t ,  you takes right here , right in 

front of the altar , you understand, that' s her in here . - in that little hole. 
Well , you take right in front of the altar , right here [also ] , that ' s where you 
put - lay your husband ' s  picture there and the name nine times , one time cross
way like that , nine time crossway like that, and once like dis, and you lay that 
right up on here. And you take his picture - have his picture like that with it , 
but you have his p icture laying crossways - see , j ust like his head would r ise to 
the sun , well , you make his feet get to the sun and you put it right here. Lay 
that on top of that and put that white candle on top of this. Then you turn 
round and take that dark candle and put it right here. 

(On the left hand [north ] side of the altar you put the dark candle ? )  
Yeah, put it the side of the altar but on this side. See , [ evil ] all the t ime 

on the left side . On the right side put the man ' s candle - put it right here. 
That saint ' s candle , put it right here - that blue one , that ' s  f or her , see. 

( I  see. The white one is in the center and the blue one is on the right side 
of the [ statue of the ] saint? ) 

Yes, sir. Then , see when you light it, you can light. 
(When you light those candles, you do what? ) 
When you light the candles, see , you light her candle first - that ' s  that blue 

candle . 
(I  see. ) 
You see , all them candles are nickel candles apiece - cost a nickel apiece. 

Well, you see , you light her candle first. Well , you says your wish. You make 
your wish to her - j ust like you wish for him to come home , or you wi sh for him 
to stay away. See. Any wish that you make her , say, "Well , I wish that you 
would send my husband home. You under stand , I am in need . " And you make that 
wish for her and light her candle first, and you turn around and you come across 
there and pass him up , and light the dark candle after you light hers first. 

(Then you light the black candle?) 
Yes. And you come right on back [ to the white candle ]. 
(Wha t do you say when you light that black candle?) 
That black candle, "Take him away from this woman, if it ' s  your spir it will. " 

See, that ' s  the way you have to have your hands - j ust thataway. 
{Up against the side of your fac e  - folded [ in prayer ] .  
Yes ,  j ust thataway . 
( Af ter you repeat the prayer ? ) 
And after you p rays the Lord ' s  Prayer . And after the Lord ' s Prayer is said , 

you takes and [hold a match like] that to the light. And you take another match, 
not the same match - take another ma tch and light this husband ' s candle , the 
white candle. And you take and set - burn - take all them [matches ] and burn 
them [matches ] �. And you set right there and you make the Lord ' s  Prayers to 
the sa int . 

(You use three different mat ches?) 
Yes, sir. 
(What do you do with those matches af ter you light them? ) 
You can ' t use but one on that one candle . 
(No ,  what do you do with those matches after you use them?) 
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You take them and throw them in the fire and burn them up . See , you can ' t  use 
the same [matches again ] and drag ' em  around . And you make your wishes and you 
prays to her . And I guarantee you in three days time your husband wi ll be back 
home . 

[Here is the prepared or dressed altar : 

( 
0) statue 

0 ( 0 
b lack 1- - - ) ' b lue 

photo: (0 whi te 1 ) : 

Parenthes es in diagram = spiral b inding that divides Numbeps Book into halves 
(p . 886 , line one) = Zitt Ze ho Ze ( line 8) . ]  [New Or leans , La . , (841) , 1 2 7 1 : 1 . ] 

3061 . ( S t . Rita.  What have you h eard ab out S t .  Ri ta? ) 
Ah would set a pink light tuh her . 
(Give me an example - a pQPab Ze of how you would do that ? )  
Ah would send her d e  light - to S t .  Rita , an ' ah would rap . Make up p iece 

[prayer ] in mah home lak , if me an ' mah husban ' misquarreled a lo t at  home . Ah 
would rap an ' ah would call her name an ' she would g ive me a rap ,  yo ' see , an-' 
i n  three days time ah would gi t mah wish . 

(You burn a pink candle for h er .  For what leng th of  time would you burn it ? ) 
Ah burn it fo ' three days , from three tuh nine days to her . 
(At any particular time during the day ? )  
Ah light i t  in de mawnin ' at fo ' an ' ah ligh t i t  ag in a t  twelve an '  ah light 

it agin at fo ' in de evenin ' . [ For candle-burning time , se e pp . 828- 83l . ] 
(How long do you burn it each time? ) [See p . 829 . ] 
Ah burn it each t ime about fif teen minutes .  
(Who was S t .  Rita , anyway ? Do you know anything about S t . Rita? ) 
Ah heard dat she wus a hones t woman an ' her husban '  didn ' t b el ieve her an ' she 

go t mis treated through lif e .  Then she run him of f an ' anothah man married her 
an ' he mis treated her s o  she j es ' went on tuh be a s ister [nun ] . [New Or leans , 
La . , (1558) , 2835 : 10 . ] 

306 2 .  S t .  Rita is no t  a woman ' s  man - she don ' t want no man . She ' s  no t good 
fo ' nobody that ' s  got husban ' an ' wif e .  She don ' t imp rove in dat [ approve of 
that ] .  Now , dat ' s all ah know of her . 

(Why is that? ) 
Ah don ' t know . She mus ta been a whut chew would call dem people dat nevah had 

a man . S ee ,  an ' she don ' t improve in dat . [New Or leans , La . , ( ? ) ,  2879 : 7 . ] 
306 3 . Now , I got a cousin . His gr andmother sold him to a evil sp irit . 
(Do you know how she did that? ) 
Now , she went - she wanted money and she went down to S t .  Roc .  They had a 

church down there long years ago and she went down ther e .  
(Where? Here in New Orleans ? )  

ST . ROC Yes , sir . 
(Whe re was this church years ago? ) 

Down there on S t .  Roc ' s  Avenue . And she wen t  down there and she so ld this child 
to the evil spirit . I t  was a evil church , didn ' t  do nothing but evil work . And 
she sold her grandchild to thes e evil spirits . And the poor litt le thing he 
couldn ' t  go nowhere . If he was set tin ' here , they wouldn ' t harm you ; but they 
j us t  would chunk - wel l ,  you wou ldn ' t  have nothing in there that wou ld set s ti ll . 
Ever ' thing would move - chunk bricks and ever ' thing . He used to come home to my 
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mama ' s  hous e and be settin '  there eatin ' and they ' d  take all the dishes - we 
didn ' t see where they was comin ' from though - they just would g o  chunk . Well , 
you have to get rid of  the child . You had to leave the child go  out and you 
couldn ' t  follow him ; they ' d  chunk you all up and down the street . And that child 
couldn ' t  get that spell off of him .  They had policeman and ever Y thing at the 
hous e , watch in , to s ee where the th ings was comin ' from ,  but nobody never seen 
them or nothin ' else - not until his grandmother died . 

(Do you know how she s old him to the devi l? What she did do t o  s ell him to 
the devil ? )  

No , w e  didn ' t g o  down there with her , ' cause she didn ' t let none of u s  know 
it .  H i s  grandmother did it . And she went down to that church - it was a old 
church down there , and they went down there and she sold him to a evi l spirit .  

( I s  that church s ti ll there? )  
No , sir , i t ' s  tore down. 
(I  see . That was years ago? ) 
Yes , sir . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 845) , 1293 : 7 . ] 
3064 . Now , if yo ' wanta draw d e  attention of anyone dat chew cares f o ' , yo ' 

git  nine teaspoonsfula sugah an ' draw a glas s of watah an ' yo ' put it  in there . 
Put de sug ah  in de watah an ' yo ' off er it up to de Sacred 

SACRED HEART OF JESUS Heart of Jesus . Yo ' offer dat g las s of sweeten watah tuh 
de Sacred Heart of Jesus an ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' it ' ll 

bring dere mind to yo ' an ' dey ' ll  come to yo ' . No names . Jes ' offer i t  tuh de 
Sacred Heart of Jesus . 

(How d o  you offer it?  Where do you put this g lass ? )  
Under there - undah d e  picture , se e .  Den yo ' of fer i t  to i t ,  an ' yo ' set  that 

g lass there , ah guarantee yo ' . [Algiers , La . , ( 1580) , 29 16 : 7 . ] 
3065 . (The Sacred Heart you say? ) 
De Sacred Heart of Jesus , yo ' prays tuh him if  yo ' wants . Lak yo ' got  con

fusion in yore house an ' yo ' wants peace . Yo ' gives de Sacred Heart of Jesus a 
red candle on Monday , Wednesdays an ' Fridays , or yo ' give him a red light . Yo ' 
kin buy thes e cups whut chew burns these  lights in an ' yo ' gives him a red light , 
but it  mus t b e  Monday , Wednesdays  an ' Fridays . Dat ' s  de Sacred Heart days . 
[Algiers , La . , ( 157 7 ) , 2905 : 5 . ] 

3066 . (You do what? ) 
Use the Sacred Heart . You us e a purple light to that saint and that ' s  to  g et 

your wishes righ t  away , too . [New Orleans , La . , ( 857) , 1364 : 10 . ] 

MORE DOCTORS DESCRIBED BY LAYMEN 

[Bef ore I begin MY CONVERSATIONS WITH DOCTORS , I mus t find a place for the 
fabulous Doator Buzzard, old-timers like George Jackson and Zippy Tull , and the 
woman who got sanctified. ] 

3067 . [This remarkab le man we have already met ,  along with his friend who was 
equally adept at sudden disappearance . Perhaps you remember him by his more 

fami liar name , Dadc4J Snake Zegs , " cause he could run so fas t 
OLE MAN ALEXANDER and he could disappear . "  A precious pair ! S orry , I sh ould 

also include the third member of the group , Ole Sal , the 
disappearing mule . See 84 5 , p . 29 3 . ] 

I ' ve done hear [what you want ] .  I kin tell you mos t  everything you ask me . 
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[ I  turn of f machine and we talk unt il s omething of possib le intere s t  app ears . ]  
( Bury ing you al ive? How do they do that ? Do you know? ) 
Burying you alive and you b ound to follow the dir t . 
( I  s ee .  Well , how do they s ay they do that ? )  
We ll , I heard o le man Alexander tell that . He say he makes a co f f in .  
(Do wha t ?  Makes a cof f in? ) 
Makes a coffin and puts th is di rt in it . 
( What kind of dir t ? ) 
Graveyard dirt. Puts a needle catercorner there and puts ano ther one cater-

corner here . 
(Like making an X in the co f f in? ) 
No , j us t .  
(Here - that ' s  the c o f f in the re . )  
[ I  prob ab ly us e my sma ll ob long Numbers Book , us ed for altar , p . 8 86 . ] 

The re ' s  the cof fin . Well , dey lay de two needles s tr aigh t , righ t along here . 
And r ight b e tween here they p ut a p iece of cayenne p epper , tab le s alt , and a 
p i ece of new salt [ sulphur ? ] righ t  ther e . Then they lay a p ie ce of devi l 's root , 
dey call i t  - drive that down in ther e ,  you s e e ,  and they s ay that draws you up . 

( I  s ee .  Now , they p ut th es e need le s like this [ cross them ] , sort of making an 
X in the corners like tha t , and up here at th is top p ar t  - up here at the top o f  
the co f fin i n  that sort of a V there [ one of the 4 ang le s o f  the cros s ed needles ] 
they - wha t  do they put up there ? )  

Th ey put a p inch o f  c ay enne p epper . 
( C ayenne pepper . What do they put down here in the lef t-hand corner ? )  
A p inch of su lphur . 
(And wh at do they put in this corner - the r ight-hand corner of the cof fin? ) 
New salt . 
( And up here - where do th ey put the root ? )  
Up here - they put th e root chere . 
( Up in the . right-hand corner they put this root . )  
And th ere ' s  your head . 
(Tha t ' s  your head . And they put - what was the name of that s tuff they put 

there ? )  
Ah - ah devil 's root .  I supp ose they wan t the devil to get that cof f in .  
( I  s ee .  And what [els e ]  wi l l  they d o  f or the devi l t o  g e t  that cof f in? ) 
Carry it out and bury i t  - bury it in the d ir t .  
(What will that do? ) 

Tha t ' s  all - j us t  carry that out and b ury that down in the dir t .  [See Co f f in , 
pp . 53 6-542 . ]  [Ri chmond , Va . , ( 4 28) , 3 81 : 4 . ] 

30 68 . [He was my s on ]  and he g o t  into di f f i cu lty by way o f  being in s ome b ad 
comp any . We ll , you see h e  didn ' t  have any b rothers , he was th e only b oy I had . 

He didn ' t have any b r o thers or nuthin , nob ody to he lp 
DOCTOR ARMOUR OF BERKLEY him - didn ' t care nuthin f or h im , but they put i t  all 
NORFOLK COUNTY , VIRGINIA on him . An ' there was a man here they called Doctor 

Armour f r om.  B erkley . H e ' s  d ead too , now . He ' d  g one 
to New York and he died up there a f ew years ago . But a lady t o ld me ,  she s ay s , 
"Mi z Jenkins , "  sh e says , " ah tell you how you kin g e t  that boy out and i t  won ' t 
cos t you s o  much money . "  I s ay , "But my Lord , I ' ready paid $ 85 . " She s ays , 
"Well , you won ' t have much mor e to pay . "  Sh e s ays , "A man here f r om Berkley th ey 
call Doctor Armour , "  sh e s ay s ,  "and you g o  to s ee him and he wi l l  help gr eat . "  
And I s ay ,  ''Well , I ' m g oing . "  I say , "You g o  with me . "  She s ay , "Well , you come 
to my hous e tonight and I go there wi th you . " 

We ll , he was in a hous e in 16th s treet in th e 500 b lo ck . We ll , I ' d  g one wi th 
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her . She ' d  taken me there and he was there talking and telling folks different 
things . [The doctor had a private chur ch to keep his work within - the law . ] But 
ah told him I wanted to see him private . Well , he taken me after' de  crowd left 
and I ' d  gone in the room with him and told him my troub les . He says , "Uh-huh . "  
He s ay ,  "We ll ,  you come back here tomorrow . " Say ,  "Go to the Five-And-T en [Cent 
S tore ] and buy me a five-cent handker chief , big white handkerchief , and a b ottle 
of Hea:r>ts Co Zogne . "  And he says , " I ' m  goin l fix [dress ] this handkerchief , and 
when you come back ,  you g o  over there and give it to him . And when they have his 
trial you tell him how to us e it , "  and he say ,  iiand you goin ' bring him back 
home . "  I say , "Is that true ? "  He say , "Yes . "  

And I was so worried I kep t right on from there  and g one and got the Hearts 
Co Zogne . I got it at the drug stor e . And I come by a store - I couldn ' t wait 
till the next day till the Five-And-Ten opened , and I went to the drug s tore and 
got  the Hearts Co Zogne , and went by a Jew store and got  a handkerchief . Well , 
the next morning early I ' d  taken it up there to him before he ' d  even got ten up . 
He say , "You are in a hurry � ain ' t you? " I told him yes , I was so worried about 
my boy - f irs t troub le he had b egan to get into . 

And so I ' d  taken it there and he ' d  dressed this handkerchief and he say , "You 
tell the boy when he get in the court , "  he say , "he j us t  kind of shake it  around 
and b low his nose . Tell him don ' t wash it - don ' t care how dirty it g ets , cain ' t 
wash i t . " And I say , "All right , I '  11 tell him . "  And I say , "That ' s  all you 
goin ' do? " He say , "That ' s  all I need to do . "  And I say .  "Well , what is that ? "  
He say , "You g o  on , "  he say , " that ' s charged high with lodes tone and High John 
de Conker - it ' s  in that handkerchief . "  And he say , "And you j us t  go and tell 
him to do what I say . "  

Well , you see , I couldn ' t go in the j ail . And I ' d  carry meals but they ' d  take 
' em  in . And I would give him - I ' d  write on a little p iece of paper and tell him 
what to do with the handkerchief , and told him ,  "Don ' t we t it - didn ' t care how 
dirty it gets . "  And he did j us t  like I told him - well ,  which he did j us t  about 
the same . And when his trial came up I went there and he was us ing the handker
chief like I had told him on de note , and I ' m her e  to tell you when his trial was 
closed he went on back home with me - carried him right on home . 

(How did you get this note to him?)  
In  his meals . 
(Did you hide it in something? )  
No , I didn ' t  hide it in something . I j us t  put it - Mr . Roy was j ailer and the 

boy was in there and I go there so much he really knowed me . I carried him every 
meal he at e .  And I j ust f elt that way , f irs t trouble he had b een in , and it 
worr ied me very much , and I carried him every meal and I j us t  put it  there in his 
handkerchief . I had it in his handkerchief and told him to use the handkerchief , 
and I say , "Don ' t wash it no mat ter how dir ty it g et and use it  j us t  as I said . "  

(Well when you took these meals there , did they let you take this handkerchief 
where he was ? )  

No , no , Mr . Rober t would take them hisself . 
(Then you gave Mr . Rob er t  this note to give to your son? ) 
I t was in the handkerchief in the baske t .  I had a lit tle basket you know and 

the food . Course he would go through the basket to s ee was they any thing in 
there , but he didn ' t see anything , you know , that would harm . Well , I j ust  had 
on the note for him not to wash it no mat ter how dirty it  gets . Well , I guess he 
seed that too but he didn ' t see nothing in there - j ust  a white handkerchief -
cause he j ust  had one you know for him to us e .  Well , which he did , but told i t  
on that lit tle note - because the handkerchief was dressed , you see . 

And so aft erward , I brought him and I carried by there to let Doctor Armour 
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s ee him . And he laugh ed , he s aid , "What did I tell you . " I s ay , 
tell me the truth . "  And I s ay ,  "What you charg e me? " He s ay ,  "I 
$ 2 . 02 . "  He s aid , "I always charge a penny to the. do llar - that ' s  
I said , "Doctor , h er e ' s  f ive dollars . "  He said , "No , I j us t  want 

89 1 

"You sure did 
charge you 
all I charges . 
$ 2 . 0 2 ,  and then 

I want that in s i lver - want the do llar . He wouldn ' t never take any paper money . 
(Well , how did your s on know that handker chief was dPess ed?) 
Wel l , h e  didn ' t know , but he j us t  only did what I told h im  to do . 
(Just to car ry i t  wi th him? ) 
I t o l d  him to keep this handkerchief and don ' t wet i t  whatever you do . Don ' t 

we t i t  no mat ter how dir ty i t  gets - don ' t you wash i t . And that ' s  what he did . 
(Then when your s on came out , did you te l l  him ab out the handker chief ? )  
I t o ld him af ter he came out . 
(What did he s ay when you to ld him? ) 

Wel l , he s ay he thought some thing funny . He ' d  b een always a peculiar child 
anyhow and seemed like he ' s  easy to ke t ch on things . And i t  s eems that some 
people is bo rned with something in ' em ,  �, and that ' s  the way he is . S ince 
he ' d  gone to Philadelph ia and a l l , he knowed so many tricks and turns you see , 
mo re than I doe s b ecause I ' m o ld enough to have a who le lo t o f  experience you 
see . But he said he f elt s omething when ah to ld him no t to we t i t  and said he 
wouldn ' t wet it . And I told h im to - ah s ay ,  "When you g et in cour t , you always 
wip e  your mou th and nose with it . "  And he s ays he unde rs tood - s eemed like h e  
f e l t  like tha t ' s  what i t  was and s o  I b rough t  h im  o n  b ack as Doctor Armour says . 
And I asked him , I s ays , "What in the world did you put in that handker chief ? "  
He says that handkerchief was charged h igh ly wi th lodes tone and High John de 
Conker. He say that wi l l  bring anybo dy ou t o f  troub le - it will over come any
thing . That ' s  what he s ays .  [For Berkley , see Introduc t ion . ]  [Newport News , 
Va . , (482) , 50 6 : 8 . ] 

3069 . [We have already met Doctor Bayhan , a whi t e  man on the Eas tern Sho re , 
who was also known in Baltimore ( 6 2 , p . 2 8) . ]  

[Here is an orig inal s tatement in my orig inal 
DOCTOR BAYMAN - WHITE DO CTOR penciled trans crip tion . "Temporary anno tation -

f or f o o tno te reference only - to ge t wif e b a ck -
Do ctor Bayhan . He charges trom $20 to $25 • . •  you bring him the picture • . .  he ' l l 
guarantee you and he ' l l gi ve you a Bib le and you ' l l wear this Bib le in your 
pocke t .  If she don ' t come back in a space of time that he give s  yeh, he ' l l 
refund your money back to y ou regardless of where y ou at.  This note was or ig
inal ly made to b e  used f or f ees by doctors . ] [Deal Is land , Md . ,  ( 111) , 20 : 2 . ] 

30 7 0 .  [For tunately I am ab le to introduce to you the f abulous Doctor Buz zard 
of Beau f o r t  ( Bu ' f er t) in the wo rds of another g i f ted doctor - a man I call COURT 

DOCTOR BUZZARD 
OF 

BEAUFORT , SOUTH CAROLINA 

ROOM SPEC IALI ST in INTERVIEWS section . ]  
B eauf ort , yo ' know . See , Doctor Bu zzard at Beaufort . 
Da t ' s a f airy tale . Yo ' know , once dey had a s tory 
down at Beauf ort dere an ' dey [ s tory ] h as de f i sh ermen 
go down to de sea . All r igh t , de boat ' l l cap s i ze wi t  

d e  mens an ' some o f  d e  men g o in '  drown . Dey had de b oats [ one b o at ] f ull o f  
f ishes . Wel l , about three or f o '  days whut de [ they ] f ind o _ de b o a t , when dey 
s ee de b oat , de boat come drif t ing up to de d o ck wit fish in dat boat , an ' dey 
[ the s t o ry says a buz zar d ]  come s teering i t  on up an ' de buz zard eatin ' de fish 

wh en de b o a t  comin ' up to de do ck . When de b o a t  come up oto de d o ck ,  de buz zard 
done ea tin ' de f ish . Ever s ince dat , d ey say [ a ]  buz zard done rowed de b oat -
he rowed de boat to Beauf ort . 

(Wel l , ab ou t  that man , the root doctor down there? ) 
He done - lis t en ,  de mens was drown-ded , de f ishermens . Dey had a b oat fulla 
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f ish , and r ight  down - when de f ishermen out to sea dere , an ' dey rot ten on de 
boat , de buzz ard set tin ' on de b oat eatin ' de fish , an ' de b lood dripp in ' on de 
watah . Dey see buz zard , an ' de buzzard rowin ' de boat . 

(So  the buzzard rows the boat ? )  
No , de buz zard wasn ' t  rowin ' de boat ,  but dat is a tale , yo ' know . 
(What was that tale about old man Buzzard rowing �he boat though , didn ' t  they 

tell s omething to you about that? ) 
That ' s  the s ame tale . 
(Tell me that s tory , so  that I can get it straight . )  
Anyone go to his house . 
(This old man Buz zard? ) 
Yeah , to his hous e .  He stay on one side of de water and yo ' be on de nex ' 

side . We ll , yo ' come down to de boat to go cross to him ,  h e ' ll send a buzzard 
ovah to row yo ' in de boat . 

An ' af tah yo ' gi t  in de b oat , de buzzard row ' cross to de othah side . 
Now , if yo ' come down an ' git in de boat and de buz zard s tar t rowin ' yo ' o ff 

an ' come back , dey say yo t bet tah git  off , ' cause yo ' de wrong man - de buz zard 
gotta tuh drown yo ' .  He row o f f  a piece an ' come back , yo ' bettah g it off . But 
aftah , yo ' see - af tah yo ' git on de b oat , de buzzard he row yo ' on ' cross to d e  
o le man . Yo '  git to de house an ' git to de do ' ,  de buz zard he ' ll invite chew in 
de house . Den he ' ll go fus t to g ive yo ' a s eat . Den Doctor Buz zard he goin ' 
talk with yo ' den . 

(The o ld man Buzzard , did you see him - the old man ? )  
Ye ssuh , ah done s ee him .  Ah saw him heah . 
(How long has be been dead? ) 
He been daid ' b out ' leven yeahs . 
( There really was a man named Doctor Buz zard ? )  
Name Buzzard . Dere wus a man name Buzzard . S tayed in a hut-hous e cross heah 

to Lady ' s  Is lan ' - in a hut-hous e to Lady ' s  I slan ' . 
(He was a colored man , wasn ' t he ? )  [Leading ques tion ! ] 
Ye ssuh . 
(What did he look like? ) 
Was a ole man , gray haired man wit a long beard - a ole man . 
(Do you know any other s tories that they tell ab out Buzzard ? Are there any 

other s tories that you know ab out him? They us ed to te ll a lot of s tories about 
him . )  

Dere one s tory ' bout he make a snake walk in de co ' thous e  yo ' know , where a 
cas e is goin ' on an ' de j udge dismiss de cas e . [See snake sent to courthous e ,  
248 , p . 70 . ] 

An ' he make a IiI b ird f ly right in de co ' thouse an ' dey dismiss de case . 
[See magic BIRDS , pp . 56-59 . ] 

An ' he make a buz zard f ly roun ' in de co ' thous e an ' dey dismiss de case . [For 
trained buzzards , see 20 3- 204 , p . 57 f . ] 

Yo ' wouldn ' t have tuh go dere [ to him ] , yo ' j es t [write ] to ' im an ' pay him 
yore money an ' go on ' bout chure bus ines s an ' still he ' d  b e  dere . Dat day yo ' go 
dere an ' see a snake crawlin ' round de co ' thous e - or a b uz zard f lyin t round de 
co ' thouse - [ or ]  a Ii I whi te bird would come an ' fly roun ' de j udge an ' sit on de 
j udge shoulder - an ' de j udge would dismis s the case . 

(Did you ever hear of another fellow down there on the I s lands named Jones ?  
Was there anothe r fe llow named Jones - an old man? ) [Leading question but wi th 
a special purpos e . ] 

Yeah , I heard ab out him ,  too . An ' ah heard about Jones an ' ah heard about 
Robins on - Rob ins on down dere now . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 89 3 

[ For Robinson , also called Rob ertson , see later in this marg in-title . ]  
(I s he the undertaker - is he the man that has a store down there? ) [ For my 

vis it to Beaufort , s ee later . ]  
No ,  Willie Wright got de s tore near de s choolhouse .  
(Wright? ) 
Yeah , Willie Wright , near de - fillin ' s tation.  
(Did you ever hear of Kid Wade? )  
Kid Wade? He ' s  daid . Yes , he died long heah in - his daugh ter run his p lace 

now . 
(Well , he ' s  only been dead in the las t year or s o  hasn ' t he? ) 
He ain ' t dead a yeah yet . 
(Well , two years ago I went down there and s topped off and saw him , but he had 

had a s troke or something . S o  he ' s  dead now? ) 
Dat ' s  correct . 
(His daughter is carrying on his business ? ) 
Yeah . 
( Could I get much o f  this s tuff down at Beaufort - thing s along th is line? 

They t ell me that it  is dying out down around Beaufor t . )  
They ' re still g ittin '  the s tuff down dere - dey still do dat s tuff down dere .  
(What was Doator Buzzard ' s  real  name? Have you any idea? ) 
Da t ' s  all ah really know - Doa tor Buzzard . 
[ I  mus t have asked about men elsewhere . ]  
Dere Doator Har rison . [See margin-t it le later in this sub section . ] 
(Where is that? ) 
Dat in Florence [ 5 .  Car . ] .  Well s ee ,  he died about ten yeahs ago . He was 

ovah there . Ah know him from 1908 . 
[We talk while my machine was s topped , 
(And he was the real Doator Buzzard? )  
De - h e  d e  real Doator Buzzard . [Most  
(At Florence? )  
Yessuh . 

and then . ] 
[ I  rep eat him . ] 
peop le went to . ]  

(I  talked with one of the men that worked f or Harrison . )  [Where this is I do 
not know at the moment . ] 

Yeah , he was de real Doator Buzzard , in Florence , yo ' know . 
(He was a white man? ) [Again I repeat what he said while machine s topped . ]  

A white man - a white man lived three mile outa Florence . 
(Have you talked with many white people who do this kind of work - round in 

this  p art of the country - doing this s ort of thing , rootworking and things of 
that s ort? ) 

A good many - a good many . A good many won ' t  tell it , yo '  know .  
[While I was in Waycros s , Ga . , a white dOctor wanted to s ee me . This occured 

elsewhere . ] 
[This extract is the end of my convers ation with COURTROOM SPECIALIST in 

INTERVIEWS section , Sumter , S .  Car . , (1387) , cylinders 23 66-2383 . ]  
307 1 .  We have a great man heah by de name o f  Doctor Buz zard . He did all dat 

kinda s tuff an ' he could see yo ' befo ' yo ' came . He ' s  right cross dis rivah . 
(His name is Doctor Buz zard . Where does he live? ) 
He lives right ovah at Beaufort , S ' uth Ca ' lina - right cros s in de - lak on a 

little is land dere . I t ' s a litt le is land planted dere by its elf . 
(Is he s till alive? )  
He ' s  s t ill alive , h e  is . See , yo '  git in d e  cane [ canebrake] , cross country 

dere . He has two large aane bU22aT'ds dat is large as eagles . Ah don ' t know how 
dey know how to row de boat - maybe it ' s  a motor in it , but dey say o le buzzards 
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rows it , one sittin ' in de bow an ' one in de s tern . Say , when yo ' gits dere , � 
go up dere an ' go in de boat . Well , dey rows yo '  r ight cross de rivah wit dey 
wings . 

(Anybody else in the boat ? )  
Nobody else but those two buzz ards - j es '  dese two buzzards an ' dey gits yo ' 

to de landin ' .  When yo ' git to de  landin ' he be  s tanding at his house dere , an ' 
he s ay ,  "Ab knew yo ' wus conn ' . Ab know de time yo ' left home dis mawnin '  . "  
S ay ,  "Ab know whut chew came af ter . Yo ' came tuh gi t r'oo ts to kill so-an ' -so . 
Yo ' came to git roots to run someone - sech-an ' -sech a one away . " Say , "Well , 
ah have ' em  already f ixed f o ' yo ' . "  He had ' em  already wrapped , an ' yo ' mo ' den 
apt to carry it [ away when you lef t ] . An '  he say ,  "Mah money , yo ' j es '  put it on 
yore mantelpiece tonight an ' it will be b rought to me . "  An '  yo ' could put i t  
anjvhere in yore hous e an ' tell him where yo ' would put it  befo ' yo ' leave . But 
if yo ' tell him a s tory - that chew goin ' put it  sech-an ' -s ech a p lace an ' don ' t 
put it  nowhere an ' den he don ' t git  it - he goin ' give yo ' a s troke fo ' life or -
dere ' s  many men b een messed up tryin ' tuh cheat him yo ' s ee . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 1216) , 2065 : 2 . ]  

30 7 2 . (What courthouse is this ?  Where is this cour thouse? )  
Down on Main S treet by Broad . 
(And what do you see ?  What ' s  in there? ) 

While de court ' s  goin '  on , you kin see b uz zards - you know what you call buz
zards , and sparrows and things , flying in and out de cour thouse .  Oat ' s  de r'oots 
working . And anybody tell you dat ' s  de truth . Oat ' s  de  way de ' do dere work , 
see - dem things f lying . Oat ' s why de ' call dat fellah I was telling you about 
Doctor' Buzzard . Dey tell me he kin fix buzzards so he make them row a boat . 
Oat ' s  de kind of  fellah - he ' s smart enough to do dat . [ Fo r  snake f lying through 
air , see 248 , p . 70 . ] [ Charles ton ,  S .  Car . , ( 506) , 556 : 7 . ] 

3073 . (Whom did you learn from down in Beaufort? ) 
Who ? Doctor' Cunningham . 
(Doctor' Cunningham . Is he s till down there ? )  
Yes , sir . 
(He is a g ood man? ) 
Fine - de only thing dey got in de country today , only thing they got  there . 

White and colored go there . 
(But years ago there used to be a lot of them down there? ) 
Oh , yes . 
(Do you know anybody down there by the name o f  Doc tor' Buzzard? ) 
Yeah , he ' s  there yet . He s igns his name Buzzard R�boat . Yeah , him and 

Cunningham is together . 
(This is the s on of the o ld man , you say? ) 
Yeah - no , the old man is dead . Yeah , but the off ice marked Buzzard R�boat . 

Yeah , and Cunningham does that work . 
( I s ee .  How long has Buz zard been dead? )  
About two years . 
(And you say this man ' s name was - how do you spell that name ? [As so  of ten , 

a useles s ques tion . ] 
Hunnyham. Hunnyhaham . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 12) , 582 : 5 . ] 
30 74 . (Where did this happen now? ) 
He wus goin ' ' long de s treet an ' he takes some apples . Yo ' know how de Jew 

store s tands wit apples an ' things all ' long d e  front [of the s tore ] . An ' he ' d  
taken some an ' de fellah demanded payment fo r dem o But he j es t  went on wit ' em . 
Dere was police s tandin ' not very far , s o  he called him an ' had him to take him 
up . An '  dis boy was put in de box an ' de next day was de tria l .  
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Dey goes ovah into Beaufort ,  S .  Car . , j est ' cross de sound . Dere was a man 
named Doctor Buzzard . His sister d id - he was in jail locked up . Dis Doctor 
Buzzard says, "Wal , ah know whut chew coming fo ' ,  ah know whut chew co min ' fo ' . 
Yore brother ' s  in j ail . "  He says ,  "Yo '  kin go on back .  Ab '  11 ' tend to it , "  he 
says.  

An ' dey went on back an ' dat evening dey had de trial . Why this white gentle
man [fruit man ] wouldn ' t  say anything an ' co ' se no person to ask h im.  But whut 
d is Doctor Buzzard had done , ah don ' t know . 

(Thi s Doctor Buz zard up there , did he have q uite a reputation?) 
Yes , s ir , he was all right . 
(How long has he been dead?) 
We ll , he ' s  b een dead about three years. 
(Yo u say his sis ter is  carry ing on his work?) 
H is daugh ter . [St .  Petersburg ,  Fla . , ( 1039) , 1686 : 2 . ] 
3075 . It was a school teacher I was t alking t o  and this ole woman came from 

Beaufort and she asked her fer a drink of water . And while she was in de hous e 
the woman told her she was a doctor and she was a s ister of Doctor Buz zard in 
Beaufor t ,  [ S o  Car . ] .  And she said she was so s orry that she talked wi th this 
woman , be cause thi s  woman had t aken her spir it for de day . Sh e said , "Ab don ' t 
feel like doing anything else today . I am so sorry I gave her that wat er . "  Say , 
"She has taken my whole spirit . "  And this was a teacher . 

(This was a s chool t eacher . )  
A schoo l  teacher in [name of Charles ton schoo l ] . 
(How old a woman was she?) 
She was about 39 years old - not older than that . She was a matHmatician in 

the h igh s choo l .  
An d  she say, "Ah can ' t  d o  a thing else today because that woman has taken my 

sp ir it . "  
(Did she say how she had taken her spirit ?  Did she know how this old woman 

co uld take her spir it away from her?) 
No , she didn ' t know. But she said j es' seein ' that ole woman - and de ole 

woman told her that she was a root doctor . Right o ff she j ust got in her mind 
and she couldn ' t do a thing else fer dat day. 

(How long ago did this happen? ) 
I t was T uesday . 
( Tuesday , here in town?) 
Right here in Char leston . 
["Char leston ,  S . C . , Fr iday , June 25 , 19 3 7  - 495 Mrs. Clayborne - sis ter and 

b rothe r in Augus ta,  James Ramsey & Sof ie Lee - No . 4 Percy S t .  [ [Charleston ] ] 
working here - Cart er [[my contact man from Fredericksburg , Va . ] ]  s taying here . " 
Numbers Book 442-621 .  So  this is  the p lace whe re I interviewed in Charleston . ] 
[Char le ston , S .  Car. , (495) , 5 38 : 8 ;  informant also gave 209 , p . 59 . ] 

3076 . [Thi s is a note I made f rom the cyl inder : "Doctor Buz zard ' s son came 
to informant , said he would give informant al l the chur ches he wanted . Skep ti
cism on part o f  informant - said his [ [Buzzard ' s] ]  fathe r  died a pauper . Well 
re corded . May use for recording s [ [selection of recordings I was going to 
make] ] ,  tho ugh no g reat point to stor·y . "  Informant , a clergyman from near 
Columb ia ,  S .  Car. , knew nothing about hoodoo . P resumab ly he had heard that a 
Doctor Buzzard had died a pauper . Here is one of several men claiming sonship 
f ro m  Doctor Buzzard . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car. , ( 230 ) , 154 : 2+85 . ]  

307 7 .  (Up in Sou th Carolina , I found that the people up there called most of  
thi s  sort of stuff  �tchcraft . I s that t r ue ,  they called it  witch craft?) 

[MY informant is from South Carolina . ]  
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Yes - wit chcraft , an ' aunjupation , poo�opking . 
( I  never heard the word hoodoo up there . They don ' t seem to use it do they? ) 
They hardly ever use it . 
(That seems to be over in New Orleans mos t ly . )  
A hoodoo man is not - ah don ' t call him a actual aunjupe . 
(What would you say?  What is a hoodoo man? )  
A hoodoo man kin overcome des e things . He kin give yo ' somepin to correct 

yo ' self . Well , if yo ' find out yore poisoned,  anything , we always git a hoodoo 
man to look out fo ' us , see . 

[This is no t true for mos t  people , though it  may be true for informant . ]  
(I  s ee . The aunjure is the fellow that puts the s tuff on you , s tar t s  the 

troub le . )  
He ' s  de aunjupe , but de man dat cure yo ' dat de hoodoo . He kin overcome dese 

things . 
(Did you ever hear of old Doatop Buz zard . He was down at Beaufort , wasn ' t  

he? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(Well , did he die or something some years ago? )  
Yes , he died but he left one son an ' two daughters . He s tayed tuh Orangeburg ,  

South Carolina . 
(He went up to Orangeburg . Wel l ,  did they carry on his  work? ) 
Some one of dem is . They say his son is j es t  ' bout as good as he was . 
( Is he s till in Orangeburg , do you think? ) 
Ah think he ' s  round dere now . 
( Some peop le say he was a white man , some said he was an Indian , some said he 

was colored . What was he ? )  
He was a natural white man . But he was wonderful - he was a good one . 
Now ah 'm  goin ' tell whut ah seen when ah was a boy - nuthin but a boy . Ah 

seen de train [ coming ] an ' run up to de station [ to catch the train ] . I t  was 
coming [going ] to Columb ia .  Ah was down dere hunting twelve mile from Columbia -
Hawkins , S .  Car . An ' he [Doatop Buzzard ] was there [on bus ines s ] . Some fellows 
was goin ' to town to Columb ia , too . [He probab ly heard about Doatop Buzzard from 
them . ] An ' he tole me to go up on dat trip . [He merely told him to get on the 
train . ] He tole me he goin ' back home but he didn ' t go up dere [get on train . ] 
An '  when de train - shore ' nuf f he nevah got on de train . [To return to Orange
burg , Doatop Buzzard had to pass through Columbia . ]  Nobody ever s ee him . Dey 
searched de train fo ' him . When dey run up to Columbia in de shed , he was 
s tanding in de shed . He was a actual good man . 

(How long has he been dead? ) 
Ah couldn' t really know. Course ah leaved Columb ia about 40 years ago , an ' 

ah guess he was living den . But ah lived about 100 miles from him . But ah heard 
s ince that  he ' s  dead an ' his daughter an ' his s on is j es t  a s  good as he was , but 
ah don ' t know . Right den he was in Orangeburg , S .  Car . , j es t  four miles outa 
town .  

----(Forty years ago he was a t  Orangeburg , S . Car . , about four miles out . )  
Yes , sir . Ah was born in 186 5 an ' that made me 63 years old or 73 years o ld 

the sixth of July gone . 
De poo�opk dat be done now we gits it from New Or leans . Anybody git it . 

Dere ' s  so  many people gwine round now pretendin ' .  
(Lot of things - lot of it  has gone into spiritualism , s omething of that sort . 

There doesn ' t seem to be  much of  it . )  [This sort of thing is merely to keep the 
conversation rolling along . ]  

Yes , sir . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1074) , 1741 : 2 . ] 
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3 078. (Doctor Buzzard down at Beaufort is dead isn ' t  he? ) 
He ' s  not daid. No sir, he ain't . 
(I sn ' t  he dead? ) 

897 

No sir . Ah mean he ain ' t  down dere tuh Beaufort - he ain ' t  dead . Dere's one 
dere dat dey calls Doctor Buzzard but he ain ' t  Doctor Buz zard . He's a man - dat 
Doctor Robertson . Yo' kin call him Doctor Buzzard but if yo' do he won't even 
recognize yo' .  Doctor Robertson. 

(The old doctor in Beaufort is dead though , isn't he? That old Doctor 
Buzzard , he's dead ? )  

Ah heard that he ' s  dead. He ' s daid evah since 'long 'bout six or seven yeahs 
ago ah believe . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2 29 1 : 5 . ] 

3 079 . Josephus Smalls. 
(And they called him Buzzard ? )  
Called him Buz zard . He's daid now .  
(Was he the fellow from Beaufort? ) 
Naw sir , not frum Beaufort . He was bawn an ' raised right in this vicinity . 

But dere's several o f  Doctor Buzzards - goin ' undah Doctor Buz zard name so dey 
make money . But de real Doctor Buzzard still be's down tuh Beaufort but ah nevah 
have seen 'im .  [See later margin-title DOCTOR SMALL. ] [ Florence, S. Car . , 
(1283 ) , 2 179 : 2. ] 

3080. (How long has old Doctor Harris [Harrison ] been dead? ) 
He been dead about eight or nine yeahs, I believe. 
(Was he a white man or a colored man? )  
He was a white man . 
(That's what I thought. And old Doctor Buz zard? )  
He was a colored man . No, he [Buz zard or Small] died heah last yeah . 
(Doctor Sma1lins or Smalls? ) 
Smalls - Willie Smalls. Harrison got some boys dat tryin' tuh do business 

fo' him. 
(Do they know anything? ) 
Ah don't think dey do know much . Dey drinks too bad . [ Florence , S .  Car . ,  

(133 2) , 2 297:5 ;  extract from interview with this doctor. ] 
3081. (You knew Doctor Buz zard? You knew him when he was alive? ) 
[ I  am evidently repeating his words while machine stopped . ]  
Yeah , ah met him 24 yeahs ago.  Ah met him in Hamlet , North Carolina - he was 

on hi s way to Tampa [ Florida ] - do [ though ]  we have [had] anothah Buz zard at de 
same time. He [the latter ] live then 10 miles from heah. Ah saw [met - inform-
ant blind ] him yesterday. 

---

(There is another one? Lives around here now? ) 
He don ' t live here - he lives in de next city. [This eliminates Sumter. The 

man on his way to Tampa was one of the many traveling Doctor Buzzards. I met one 
of them - see margin-title DOCTOR BUZZARD : NORFOLK , VIRGINIA, in INTERVIEWS. ] 
[Extract from BLIND DOCTOR in INTERVIEWS, Florence , S .  Car . , (1315) , cylinders 
23 40-2347 . ]  

3082 . I came here to find out . 
(Will you sit a little bit closer so I can hear you? ) [To bring him nearer 

the microphone . ]  
[The following paragraph will introduce you to the prob lem I faced every day 

while collecting the material of this investigation - see aZso Introduction. ] 
I came here to find out what your work may be , if there is any help I kin git 

in connection - if there is any of your help or whatnot in connection with what 
has happened to me in my business . [He is a bootlegger.] That ' s what I wan'a 
know .  If it ' s  anything ' at I ' ve to tell or go through. I wan ' a  know that an ' 
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I ' ll begin my story j is' like I started off before [ before I turned on machine ] . 
There ' s  so much of dis recently , I thought I j es '  couldn ' t understand it you see . 
Lots of people come here an' say you's someone who tryin ' to trap someone , an' 
this is tryin' to git someone in trouble . Well , I say , "Well , I don 't know what 
in the world it ' s  all about , but if he, that is to say , [ does ] things to help me , 
why I don ' t  mind goin' over an' explain myself. " 

["Here I explain my work . "  These words are my penciled comment made at the 
time I did the original transcription in pencil. Here I also made one of my many 
mistakes. I failed to transcribe my explanation. My failure however was excus
able - hand transcription being such a tedious and impossib le task I had to call 
in an expert transcriber for the post-Wilmington cylinders.  Yet one explaining 
sentence does remain , "I don ' t  heal anyone , I don't sell anything. " As you will 
now learn , this man was in serious trouble . My lost explanat ion at least set him 
more or less at ease. ] 

You mind if I light my cigarette? 
(No , g o  right ahead. ) 
[ I  was smoking a cigar ,  why should I mind him smoking a cigarette. A woman 

later over in Memphis "came in • . •  smoking a b ig cigar" - see MAMMY: THE C IGAR 
SMOKER in INT ERVI EWS . ]  

Now first , I ' m a married man. I ' ve got a wife an ' three children - j es '  as 
well say five because I've two to take care of that 's my wife's sister's ,  dead , 
an' they stayed with me from the first , each one of them ,  so that makes me have 
five [children ] to take care of . Now my wife , she's sick an ' has been for a long 
period of time . Her first [sickness ]  was believed by medical experience was 
pelegra , an' after that , why I found out something else ; an' I went on an' kep t -
go see her an' I kep ' finding out something else . 

I went to work at Wrightsvi lle Beach six years ago [ 193 1 ] ,  right down here 11 
miles from the city, where I was workin ' for Doctor W. there . An' one day , after 
knowin '  that my wife had been sick so long - I kep ' tryin ' to , wonder in , what in 
the world's the matter - finally I found out from Doctor H. , that it was pelegra. 
[Here informant is returning to something already said. ] Thereon he subscribed 
that I take her to the country for her health. No doubt it would be a little 
beneficial to her , an ' where it was quiet an ' didn ' t hear the runnin ' of the 
cars , the streetcars an' so on , an ' j is t  git out of all that stuff , an' it would 
make her no doubt so she recover. 

An ' so I carried [her ] on over to Atkinson , North Car ' lina , an' she stayed 
there for a long long time - in fact the whole summer through an ' partly of the 
fall. An '  one day I got a telephone call - i t  come at ten o ' clock j es' before I 
carried [her]  to Atkinson. [Informant again returns to something already men
tioned. For the difficulty in following this type of thinking, see confusing 
story, No. 2750, pp . 7 58- 76 7. ] An' that was while I livin' away from home in the 
country right out here . In fact she was j is' like her mother , my daughter's god
mother [grandmother? ]  as fer as that concern [whatever thi s  means ] . Tom T. , it 
was his wife [who telephoned] . She say , "Come to town at once. Eliza is crazy. " 
[This may be why "she was j is' like her mother. " ]  

An '  I didn ' t believe it. When I got in town she didn ' t  know me from [some
thing , not Adam ] or nobody else. So after havin' consulted with Doctor H., as I 
foresaid , I carried her on up de country .  She lived up there fer a while an ' I'd 
go there .  She j is' got in such a wreck, kickin' up so ,  an' j is '  nobody could go 
around ' er e  She didn ' t want to hear what they had to say . She j is' git to the 
place she dispised 'er father , you know. An '  even to ' er sister or to herself 
or anybody .  She didn ' t  wan ' a  see nobody . 

Well we goes there to Clinton, North Car' lina. There ' s  ole man up there , they 
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call ' im Mr . Wickins [ ? ] .  He read the cards . He also g ive me a dose of medicine 
to take . 

(What did he give i t  to you for ? )  
H e  told me when I took that dose of medicine - af ter readin ' my palm - he 

s aid , "This dose is goin ' work for you an ' no t  her [ it is not MEDICINE BY PROXY , 
p . 365 ] ; and bes ides , you goin ' get it  in house when you g et back home . [This is 
preventive medi cine - s ee PREVENTIVE MEDICINE CARRIED TO EXTREMES , p . 328 . ] Wel l , 
I wonderin ' what he meant by that . He to ld me , he said , "There ' s  s omeone has 
th1'O/JJn tor you , "  he said , "but they ' re not tryin ' to kill your wif e in connection 
with you , but they ' re durin ' [doin ' ] somethin ' to keep her puny , ailin ' along . "  
He said , "They ' l l g ive i t  to you , if they ' re havin ' a who le lo t of troub le wi th 
her . "  He said , "Now , i t ' s  a b lack-skin woman an ' a dark-skin woman that ' s  doin ' 
this . "  [A doator is always vague when identifying culprit - see MADAM JACKSON 
ACROS S DE CREEK , p . 757 . ] An '  b es ides , de b lack-skin woman is the wdman that want 
j o o , an ' de dark- skin woman don ' t visi t  chore house very of ten but she ' s  helpin ' 
f o '  this peop le . "  He said , "Now , the way th ey did this - goin '  to git i t  goin '  
the ir way - they went there an ' sprinkled somepin in de baid while you were away 
[ in the country ] .  

(Did he tell you what they sprinkled there ? ) 
He said some kin ' a  powder . He couldn ' t  - he don ' t - he set some kin ' a  thing 

in front of him . I t  was a lit tle thing tha t looked to me like a little horses 
settin '  up there , an ' a lit t le somepin looked like a crab , another thing looked 
like a little fish , another lit t le thing looked like a li ttle serpent . He could 
touch them li ttle things , you could s ee them shiver all around in - looked like 
to me they was s ettin ' in a lit t le bas in or a lit tle [ over shape? = over size? ] 
bowl of water . 

(Was it a bowl of water ? ) 
Looked to me like i t  was water . An ' he talked to me . Den direc tly he go 

star t in ' talk to these litt le th ings in there , an '  they kin ' a  �uiver . [See 
photograph , supposedly in crys tal ball , " tremb led like a leaf , ' p . l7 3 , line 5 . ] 
An ' th en he s t ar t  to tel l somepin else . 

[ " I  sugges t tha t these figures were magne tic , shap ed in forms of the zodiac , 
and that they quivered whenever the root doator holding a concealed magnet pass ed 
his hand over them . There was no water in the bowl . "  This commen t is a par t  of  
orig inal trans crip tion in penci l .  The evidenc e or experience f or i t  I no longer 
remember . These quivering figures may be a diagnos tic device (pp . 165- 2 l 7 )  like 
the trembling pho tograph in the crys tal ball j us t  mentioned . I t  is certainly one 
of the many triaks to impres s the patient - like invi sib le wri ting (p . 265) . ]  

So he told me , he said , "You weren ' t all right , don ' t sleep well at night , an ' 
neither one of you don ' t s leep g ood at nigh t . "  I said , ' 'Well ,  you ' re right . "  He 
s aid , "Well , don ' t answer me . "  He said , "I know what I ' m talkin ' ab out . "  [ I  
have given many examples of a doator knowing or fores eeing every thing - see YOU 
DON ' T  HAVE TO TELL ME ,  p . 3 l6 . ] I s ays , "Well , I mus t tell you , she don ' t s leep 
at all at  night . "  He said , "Well , that ' s  why that was sprinkled in your b aid 
for . An ' the way this b lack-skin woman had the dark-skin woman to do , to g ive it 
to  you , were to sprinkle some of the same s tuf f under your door , an ' that ' s  why 
i t  got choo an ' it  fix you . Th en I told him exactly [ all that had happ ened . ]  

He give me some kin ' of lit tle roots - he called one [of ] them John de Conker . 
Then he also g ive me some kin ' of lit tle s tuff called wood mo Zd. I t  grows in the 
lit tle pine [ something - could b e  thi ake ts ? ]  like tha ' choo go to rake i t  up an ' 
you use it for makin ' fertiliz er - like the farmers use . [ In Maryland this 
" li ttle s tuff" is called s hadders (= shatters ) , "fallen pine leaves or need les , "  
used for animal bedding ,  which turns into manure or ferti Zi zer - 7 23 , p . 240 . ] 
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An ' he told me to take that [wood mo ld] an ' red oak b ark [ fr equently us ed f o r  
medicine , p . 46 2  and elsewher e ]  - take that s tuf f an ' b o i l  i t , make a t ea ou t o f  
i t , an ' f eed h e r  o f f  o f  it . Give her all s alts that I could g e t  her to take -
phys ic salts . An '  s o  I did i t  until she g ot to the p lace that she wou ldn ' t  even 
t ake tha t .  

An ' I went back t o  him again an ' h e  s aid get Vita-Fo o d  eas t [brand o f  yeas t ]  
tha t come in a b i g  tall can ab ou t tha t  tall - somep in tha ' choo sp r inkle ove r  de 
food when she gits ready to eat . Not de Fleshman [ F leis chmann ] east , some th ing 
in compars ion , but it was yellowish lak sulphur mayb e an ' had a very s trong odor . 
An '  he had s omep in called Eas tb orn [yeas t-b orn or Eas tb ourne ] tab lets . Well , she 
h ad then fallin ' from a hunderd an ' seventy-s ix p ounds down to a hunderd an ' 
twen ty . Well , I was feed in ' [her ] on that stuff an ' sh e went b ack t o a hunder d  
and fif ty .  

An '  I come on b a ck to town . An ' af terwards I b rough t  her b ack f rom de country 
here an ' we lived toge ther fer a good while . My hous e be the s e cond do ah to my 
brother- in- law - f rom her b ro ther house , my b ro ther- in- law . I was at 905 , wh ere 
he was 909 . An '  rather than s tay home , she ' d  s tay over there ; b u t  when she g oin ' 
ea t she ' d  come home , an ' j es ' as soon as she eat she ' d  b e  r ight out an ' gone . 
Well I got worried over the gai t [ ? ] . So I to ld my father-in-law ab out it an ' he 
s ays , "Well , any s teps you wan ' a  make , why go on an ' make i t . "  

S o  then I g o t  into ano ther [ acquainted wi th ] boy that was wo rkin ' there wi th 
me . We cal led him Skee t.  Skeet t o ld me o f  a woman down South - Madam Ra chel -
Dillon , South C ar ' lina . [No te that a man in Nor th Caro lina calls S outh Carolina 
down South . This was frequently done - see Intro duc tion . ]  An ' he also made men
t ion of a o ld man called Doatop Buz zard . 

(Where was he? ) 
Flor ence , South Car ' lina . 
Firs t , b e fore I go t to this Madam Ra chel , thi s Doatop Buz zard came to my hous e 

[ in Wilming t on ] . 
(He came to s ee you ? ) 
He came here ord inary p as sin ' by . An '  ano ther person he goes by [ vi s i ts p ro

fess ionally ] .  An '  s omeone to ld him that I ' d care to see s omeb o dy of that kind . 
So he came in . He had a li t t le hand b ag , no t a big case . [Was he re ferring t o  
my 3 larg e aases - recor der , trans crib er , and cylinder carrier ? ] I t  was a h and 
bag [ in imi tation of a M. D . ' s  medica l ki t then in us e ] . He had a who le lo t of 
little snakes in that b ag .  [See SNAKE , pp . 66- 7 3 , and e ls ewhere . ]  

(Alive or dead ? )  
Alive . That snakes s cared her . She ' s  f right en any thing that kind . My wife 

was there . She was ly in '  r ight in de b aid an ' he t o ld her , he s aid , "Now , I ' ll 
put choo to walkin ' by tomo rrow f o r  four do llers and one cent . "  I as thlm ;}i8t 
was he g o in '  do with d e  one cents . He s ays , "Well , the f our do llars is f or me ; 
the one cent is the cure . "  I s ays , " If yo u  put my wife to walkin ' by tomorrow , 
I ' ll give you four dollers an ' one cent . "  [ For this typ e o f  payment , see DOCTOR 
ARMOUR , p . 89 l , l ine 2 . ] He say ,  "Well git me a pint of liquor . "  I s ay ,  "Tha t ' ll 
co st you a dollar . "  I g o t  a pint of liquor . 

He took a needle an '  two s tr aight pins an ' cr o s s ed them . He cro s s ed all three 
of ' em  an ' tied ' em tog ether wi th a red p iece o f  s tr ing an ' put ' em  into a li t t le 
bag . Then he took out s ome lit tle s eed that appeaPent ly looked like f laxseeds . 
An ' h e  told me take these s eeds ; if i t ' s  any time you want to go ,  b e  with s ome 
woman . He say you drop one of thes e s eeds in the liquor or s omep in that she ' s  
drinkin ' an ' make her do anyth ing you want her to do . I s aid , " I  didn ' t as k you 
to come here to aunjupe me an ' wif e . I as k you to come here to aid . "  He s aid , 
"I don ' t mean that . "  We ll , I went on an ' g ive him de f our do llers an ' one cent , 
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an ' [he ] took all this stuff an ' sewed it up in that bag [ thus making a hand] . 
Then he took the snake out of it [jar ] , which [ snake] he had already wrapped 

one around my wife ' s  leg an '  throwed [ throwing ] some liquor over it he wrapped it 
around the right leg jes ' above the knee . Besides , when I got that second pint 
of liquor for him , he poured some down the table an ' poured those snakes out of 
a little j ar he had ' em  in , an ' begin to talkin' to those snake , an ' they stood 
right straight up an ' go over to him . There ' s  where I vacate out of de room fer 
a few minutes. [ I  repeat preceding reference , SNAKE, pp . 66-73 , and elsewhere . 
Besides after one drink of raw moonshine whiskey a person could see a f ew  things ;  
after two pints of it , anything . ]  

So I came back. In a few seconds later an ' he told me , "All right . Now ,  by 
tomorrow, as I told you [ she will be out of bed] . "  

Well , he went horne an ' she seemed t o  be recoverin ' a little . But then this 
Madam Rachel , about two weeks later , she came there. This was the third party 
[root doator ] now . [She had been called from Dillon , S .  Car . , to wait on a aase 
in Wilmington , and had heard about my informant . ]  An ' she told me to go to the 
drug store to Doctor Mason [ druggist ] ,  the I deal Pharmacy . I was livin ' aroun ' 
there at that time. [ This is a normal drug store , not a hoodoo store . ]  She tole 
me to git a dime worth of bluestone an '  red pepper. An '  she put out some dirt , 
some kin ' a  100kin ' - I called it sand. She poured out a little bottle , but she 
tole me it was graveyard dirt . So she mixed it all together . Then she ask me
before she give me that stuff , she said , "Do you know any officers in this town? 

(Officers? ) 
Officers. Policeses. I said , "Yeah , I know jist about every one of 'em. " I 

told her the name of them. An '  [ she said] , "Write them down on this piece of 
paper I ' ll give you . De ' s  somepin I wan' choo to do with it . "  I said , "All 
right . "  So I wrote down every one that I could think of . She said, "Now ,  on 
this set of names , how many is it that you think would do you harm, an ' he goes 
out an ' make it his business an' come arres' chew jes t out of ordinary [ for no 
purpose at al 11 ] ? " I said , " I  don ' t  know . I hate to go through that part of it ; 
but still, since it's personal , why I guess I' ll have to tell you. " So I named 
the one or two that I thought wasn ' t  very good friends of mine an ' knew the whole 
family an' my wife and her [people ] before I even knew her my own self. So I 
named ' em  down fer her. She told me , she said, "Now , you take these names on 
this piece of paper , go to the northeast of this hous e an ' bury it down there , 
then come back to me." Then she took that dirt , that mixture she had there , an' 
circle all the way aroun' my house entirely. [To circle the house with salt or 
other substances is a fairly common protective device. ] An '  told me then - she 
says , "There somepin under your front doorstep tha ' j oo an' your wife are wa1kin ' 
over ev ' ry  day is what cause you not to be gittin' along any better , an ' I ' m  
gon ' a stop it . An '  besides, the officers been runnin ' in here on you all the 
time an ' claim that choo have a lot of liquor an' you do in , this an ' that an' de 
other thing you ' re not doin ' . "  She said, "I ' m  gon ' a  stop that . Besides , I ' m  
gon'a fix it so when they come to the front door they can ' t  come in . "  I said , 
"How much is that gon ' a  cost me? "  She said , "Give me three dollers an ' you pay 
for the goods an' a dol1er on my gas bill back home . " Well , she had a big Buick 
car out in front. I did that . 

Well , I found out I was gittin ' along very very good then an' really my wife 
did come out of bed , stayed up fer a long time , gittin ' along gran ' .  So after 
she'd gone , I decided then I ' d  move an' change houses. I thought the house was 
bad luck to me. I didn ' t know if there any other stuff [sprinkled or buried] 
along there . So I moved . No sooner than I moved , I got in other house ,  [ it 
wasn ' t] three months before I in [ j ail ] agin . That [ this ] time I cooked 60 days 
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in the county j ail up here in town . I cooked up there when the cook got s ick .  
[At least this tells u s  something about the informant - h e  was a fair cook . ] 

An '  when I came back , to b e  sure  whe ther I was right or wrong , I moved right 
back in that same house .  [Whi ch hous e? ] Then [I ] s tarted to fallin ' b ack [ into 
the same bad luck ] right away . 

I had a ole - sis ter ' s  dead an ' gone now. She came to m� one day an ' tole me , 
she said , "Let me tell you somepin . "  She always did call me brother . [ She was 
not his sister . ] She say ,  "Let me tell you somepin , brother . "  She say ,  "There ' s  
somepin aroun ' this house that it  interfering with chor life an ' you can ' b e  
happy . You can ' t live with your family like you want to , "  she says . "I ' m  goin ' 
f ind it , "  she say .  She went up under my front doors tep an ' got a pair of scis
sors out from under there with one of the points b roke o f f  of it , an ' o le rus ty 
nails �m '  needles all tied together . An ' she brought  them in the house wi th her , 
"Here it  is , I ' ve got it  at las t . "  [He did not see her f ind the ar ticles . ]  I 
said , "Now , Mama Annie , do you reckon that ' s  true? " She say , "We ll , here it is . " 

(What was her name? ) 
Mama Annie , we called her . Her name was Annie P .  We called he r Mama Annie . 

[ She was a root doctor. ]  
So she tole me then to take that , break it up , burn i t  up , do anything I knew 

to do an ' I would s top that s tuff goin '  on then . So  I ask her what it was an ' 
she tole me it  was [ some ] thing that somebody s till tryin ' to git  b etween me an ' 
my family . I took that pair o f  scissors - I had a g ood hot f ire in the s tove -
needles and nails , an ' I thought that s tove would melt . I t  turnt red-ho t .  An ' 
I let it  there fer two or three days till I was sure it  was gone . I got rid of 
that .  

Well now , a little later on comes the nex ' par t  of it . I g o t  in s ome more 
troub le .  A man ' cus ed me then of se llin ' ' im whiskey . This happ en re cently , 
too . This party - he ' s dead , the one that said it ; but this party lives righ t  
here i n  the city now. [I  am unab le t o  s tr aighten this out - the man wi ll appear 
again . ] 

(How long ago was all this happening - thes e s tories ? )  
I t  happened to an ' fro within the last five or six years - right along , all up 

an ' down the s ides , right up an ' down . It ' s  r ight now so . Jis ' like I told Mr . 
Gavin out here  [ in my �ai ting or reception room in the Gavin home ] j is '  a while 
ago . [Mr .  Gavin , my contact man in Wilming ton , N.  Car . , was the husband of the 
s is ter of Julia , page one . I interviewed in the Gavin home and had lunch there 
ea ch day . ] I said , " I ' ve a tend�ncy mayb e today I want my wi fe any second an ' 
I ' ll go to her . We are sweet and loving together . An '  directly another feelin ' 
j ump right [up in ] me an ' I 'm out and gone . Mayb e she ' ll b e  talkin '  nice an '  
lovin ' to me . Directly she jump right up , "Oh l So-an ' - So . "  An ' I ' m out an ' 
gone . Well , I go around to her brother ' s  house an ' g o  to bed an ' s leep or some
where , anywhere , at some friend , an ' go on to sleep . 

So I told her one day , I said , "Let me take you down South . I had a party 
aroun ' there in Walnut S treet by the name of J .  He told me a place up [ down ] 
here between Southport an ' here , that I could go to a man that he was - well , 
that he could clear all that stuff where I lived at . [ Southport - b eing south 
of Wilmington - equals informant ' s  "down South . " ]  Someb ody agin l [Another roo t 
doctor ! ] An ' tha t [meeting with the doctor down toward Southport ]  was suppose 
to have happened this las t Thursday , but I was sick - had no more than come out 
of the ho spital . I had a rectal absces s .  I ' d  j es '  been operated on . Come out 
las t Monday an ' I wasn " t able to g o . I didn ' t have any money to go with - the 
f irst part o f  it . I had to pay lit tle bi lls you know . 

An ' ab out this las t par ty , to git back to de same troub le ' as I star ted to say . 
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This man claimed that I s old him s ome whiskey on the 21s t day o f  Novemb er ,  an ' I 
wasn ' t  even in the hous e that day or that night . An '  so dis same [Walnu t S tr eet ] 
Mammie J . , he told me that , "I know a party that you ought to see right here in 
town .  Mayb e he kin help you a little . "  I said , "Who is it? " [No answer . ]  
�hey [ the rootworker b etween Wilming ton and Southpor t ]  were supp os ed to be 
here in town this las t pas t Thursday , but didn ' t come an '  I didn ' t have any way 
to get  to ' em . But I d id see the par ty here in Wilming ton .  An ' they told me 
also that it was things down aroun ' my hous e ;  that ' s  why I couldn ' t live happy 
an ' peaceful at home . 

(What do you think ab out it? ) 
Well , I do think there [is  something ] in i t . An ' I ' ll b e  frank wi th you . 

There had b een a time way back ,  when I was much younger , I didn ' t b elieve any 
doze kin ' a  thing s ; but I s till now ,  s ince I f ound things buried - there is so 
much . An' that when I ' d  go as I f oresaid , an ' try to make love to my wife , s eem 
like ev ' rything is all righ t , right at f irs t an ' direc t ly things o ccurred in an
other different way . An ' then I would come an ' try to humor her along , "Honey , 
what ' s  de mat ter? What ' s  de occasion? S i t tin '  in de dining room , huggin ' wit 
' er as sweethearts do . We ' ll talk things over an ' directly she ' ll s ay ,  "Well , 
let ' s  do s o-an ' -s o , let ' s b e  sweethearts again . "  She ' l l for g it it  an ' I ' ll do 
anything fer you . You kin b et chor life right on the s ame schedule agin . 

So I wen t  to this party [ in Wilming ton ]  an ' he read the cards out f er me , an ' 
told me that there was somepin down at my house to caus e to bein '  thi s way , an ' 
I couldn ' t help mys elf , an ' give me a root , an ' got it wi th me now as fer as 
that ' s  concern . He told me to keep it wit me anywhere I went . An '  I got another 
thing , I got two other articles at de hous e that I keep . An ' whenever I g o  rpun ' 
my wi fe , he told me to always wipe my face down with that .  powder . I t ' s  a lit tle 
sweet per fume powder . An ' then there ' s  a li t tle b all s omepin like you got it 
sewed up in a little bag . You can ' t tell what ' s  in i t . I didn ' t cut it  open to 
see . [This is a ball-shaped hand . ] I leave it at home unles s I ' m goin ' round to 
her hous e .  

(What ' s  the name o f  that roo t ? ) 
I don ' t [know] what de name of the thing . I go t it here in my pocket . An ' 

she told me to chew a p iece of f of it an ' spit around the door b efore I walked 
in , to kill my enemies bef ore I got  dere . That ' s  what she give it to  me fer . 
She s aid that would kill my enemies before I got dere ; an ' if i t ' s  anyone to do 
any harm,  i t ' ll change their mind . 

That I would also f ind a little dark-brown-skin man there . I didn ' t intend to 
tell you about that . That ' s de troub le over me an ' my wife . An '  [ she s aid ] I 
would certainly find that man ther e . An ' she also told me she did it [whatever 
this means ] .  An '  my wi fe sometime would mention this man [ "rootworker" is my 
trans cription notation ] to me . She s aid she liked me but she never [was untrue 
to ] me an ' didn ' t live no man in the world but me . Well , I know tha t of it ' s  
true [ truth ] . An '  the thing that - so far [ the marriage? ] would las t three or 
f our years j is ' about perf ect ly right up to the minute [ troub le began ] . 

This lit t le bag I p inned that on the inside of  my clothes nex ' to my f lesh . 
Then sometime it would smell like a onion an ' ag in i t  would smell like per fume -
change odor s all kin ' of ways , like turpentine an ' ag in you don ' t know what you 
smellin ' . Jes ' the way tha t  thing smell . Wel l , as I tell you , I didn ' t open it 
up to see what was in i t , because it  was s ewed down there .  

Then she give me a prayer . I t  was wri tten on a piece of paper down onto the 
2 4th Psalm ,  called Ezekiel , I believe it  is . An '  I ' d  read that an ' memorize as 
much o f  it  as possib le when I ' m goin ' aroun ' my Wife - like I ' m away there now 
an ' I should happen to think [ t roub le was b rewing ] .  That [ is ]  t o  qui te fus ses 
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down or anything in case  you may start anything . Read that as I s tar t towards 
my house , an ' when I git to my yard I finish it an ' then go in . 

An '  they told me when I paid her a dollar and a half more , that she would go 
in there an '  git this thing up an ' show it to me . An '  I told this weekend I ' d  
let her complete her part of the j ob .  

An ' [ I ] found that ev ' rything she told me has worked out right . Even now in 
this case that I have now , she told me that this case was go.n ' a be put off three 
times . An '  she said , "Let ' s  put it off some more . "  

(That case  in court now agains t you? ) 
Yes sir , that this man J .  a ccus ed me of sellin ' him some whiskey , bo t tle of  

liquor on the 23rd day of November of las t year , which I wasn ' t  even in  my house , 
as I aforesaid a while ago , dat day or night . An ' she told me and said , "Well , 
I ' m  gon' a show that I ' m right before I clear you completely . I ' m gon ' a  put off 
your case some more . "  An' she has put it of f eigh t times succes sfully . Now this 
comin ' Friday will make the ninth time that I 'm goin ' to be tried . [Wilmington ,  
N .  Car . , ( 3 16) , 244 : 1+85 ; from original penciled trans cription by author . ]  

3083 . A f ellah tole me onces t - he said he was fi�ed in his haid . Something 
was in his s tomach . He said when it come to de bottom of his s tomach , said some
thing would s tart to roarin ' . An ' he said when it got up here along ab out de 
b reast-like , he s aid he couldn ' t  hardly talk . And I asked him myself , I said , 
"Well , what was it? " He said it  was a snake . "How do you know it was a snake? " 
He said , "My wife could even g it a snake to grow like a [something ] . "  Ah said , 
"Then what did you do? " He said , "Well , ah s earched for a fellah in Hickory ,  S .  
Car . , who was called Doator Buzzard . "  And he told me that that Doator Buzzard 
called to him , to that man , and he [ " that man" ] said he [Buzzard ] scraped both 
feet , af ter having him put his feet in hot water , warm water , and git his feet 
hot .  

Doator Buzzard came to see him and he had him to put both feet into a hot pan 
of water - all right , and let it  got hot .  And by taking his feet out de wat er , 
instead of washing dem , he j es t  take dem out de water and s crape 'em , both feet 
and - what he scrape from de water , de guy said , it looked like scales had come 
off his feet and practically other dirt . See , now . Den he said de  ones dat dey 
got off his right foot , he said dey didn ' t  use dat ; but de one dat dey got off 
his lef t foot , he said he remembering him folding i t  into a pocket hand ' chief 
good - f old it into a pocket hand ' chief good . They ask fer a wet towel . Then 
taking de wet towel and dampen it and place it [ lef t-foot s crapings ] into de wet 
towel and place it  [ remainder of towel ] across de s tuff and let it  lay [hidden] 
dere , he says , two hours . He s ays  he [Buzzard ] didn ' t leave . He s ay he s topped 
dere [ in patient ' s  house ]  and read [prayers or from the Bib le ] . And [ after ] de 
two hours , he s aid the snake come from de man ' s  body . 

[This is a rare method for removing a live snake from the human body . Unfor
tunately informant did not remember or was not told how " the snake come from de 
man ' s body . "  But we can recons truct this foot-skin operation . Live things like 
most hoodoo dis ease can be moved down through the body and out through the feet . 
Sometimes the live thing will go out through the b ig toe , leaving a small hole to 
prove they exis t .  Since the present patient evidently picked up his live snake 
by walking over a snake preparation - dust or dried b lood - the logical procedure 
was to scrape the bottoms of the patient ' s  feet , using only the lef t  or evil-side 
skin . Our operator could easily have pulled the live snake out through the left 
foot ; ins tead he unfolds the towel and there is the small crawling snake he had 
taken from his pocket and had palmed into the towel . This triak is not so s imple 
as it sounds . It demands a mas ter of preparation and execution . Whoever this 
Doator Buzzard was , he was also an original thinker . For this type of work , see 
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LIVE THINGS IN YOU , pp . 22 7-239 ; and especially , " • • •  lak a snake . Den he ' ll make 
lak dat ' ll come out o f  her haid , " p . 268 , line 22 ; and then the snakes in preced
ing s tory . ] [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 54 8) , 6 82 : 4 . ] 

3084 . I us e to didn ' t believe in these things , s ee now , but I have come [ to 
b elieve ] since I s een that . I t  mus t  of b een some supernat ch ' al power of s ome 

kind . See . Now this fe llow and mys elf  in Newport News [Virginia ] ,  
AUNT CORA we worked ev ' ry day together on the coal docks . See . I use to be a 

deck-walker and he use to be a s tevadore . He drew his money on a 
Sat ' days , come home , give his wife his envelope ,  take a bath , set around f or 
awhile , he ' d  go out . She ' d  take this other fellah , divide de money with him and 
he ' d  go where he want to . Now , he [husband ] come in and s lep t in the back room -
I slep t  ups tairs in the back room and he slept  downstairs in the back room.  This 
fellah when he come in he slept with his [husband ' s ]  wif e .  Now mind , de husband 
now , he ' s  s leep in '  in de back room . See . This fellah - when he go  out and stay 
out late a t  night , de husband - this fellah git up out de bed , open de door for 
him t o  let him in to go  back in de back room. Well , I knew this f ellah had some 
people in Philadelphia and he [husband ] had s ome here in New Kent County [Va . ] .  
See . So I said to him , "Louis , "  I says , " there ' s  somep in wrong with you , boy . "  

"Ab man , you wouldn ' t  mean any harm? " That what he said , you know . 
I said , "Boy , you ' re telling me . "  I said , " I  know there ' s somepin wrong about 

this . "  
S o  we went to his brother in New Kent County and he brought us here to Hope

well . It  was an ole woman by the name of Aunt Cora . She professed that she 
could take care of de situat ion .  I don ' t know what she did , but whatever she did 
b roke it up anyway . So , I never will fo rgit  as long as I live , we goes to this 
Aunt Cora . She lived b ack over on towards the James River water front you s ee , 
in back of some whi te peop le ' s  house you know . She was a real ole pecu1iar
looking woman . 

And she to ld us , say ,  "Boy , "  she says , " listen to me . "  She s aid "That woman 
has got chew sewed up in lit t le red f lannel - j us t  about de s ize of this swinging 
wire  here [ the electric wire from my Telediphone to f loor plug - he didn ' t touch 
the wire ] .  She says , "It ' s  up higher in de ceiling than you kin reach if you 
stand on your feet . "  See . 

He says , "Well , do you reckon so , "  he says . 
"Yes s i r . " 
He says , "What else she got in there? " 
She told him .  She says , "There ' s  somepin in there looks like [corn]  meal , i t  

some threads of your winter underwear , some need les , and some other threads " -
look like f iber s i lk ,  you know , before it ' s  woven . She says , "Well , go . "  

S o  I says , "Well , we go home , we find it . "  He s till didn ' t believe i t . See . 
And I bet  chew we cut out all dat plastering in that wall .  Finally we f ound i t  
all right . We found it all right  - that was the mos t  peculiar-looking thing [ the 
discovery ] • 

So he got scared . He said , "Well , "  he says , "now if my wife f ind it [out ] , "  
he says , "she ' ll ki ll me . "  

Well , de woman told him , she said , "Now , if  you find it , "  she said , "don ' t 
give it  to your wife . "  She said , "She ' ll have anything done to you , she want . 
She wants to run you crazy ,  if she wants you blind , she ' ll do it . If  she wants 
you run out o f  town , she ' ll do it . " 

S o  I s ays , "Well , "  I says , " tell you what we do . We ' ll go  back to Hopewell , 
take i t  back to Aunt Cora . We ' ll find out what she ' s  g on ' a  do . "  So we spent de 
night over there . 

Aunt Cora say s ,  "Well , boys , you all meet me tonight here at twe lve o ' clock . " 
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I ' ll never forgit as long as the day I live .  At twelve o ' clo ck that night we 
me t her on that bridge that comes over , that connects de highway between Hopewell 
and Richmond - see , on de Richmond-Hopewell road . I t ' s  de James River - runs all 
de way down to City Point . Well , she turns her back ,  she throwed that thing over 
her lef t  shoulder downs tream .  Now , what s upernat ch ' al power that had I don ' t 
know . I ' ve of ten wanted to learn . But anyhow , after that - Oh l there come a 
big fight dere dat night . He put dis guy out - and come near being a shoot ing 
scrape . But af ter dat , him and dat woman got along fine . And this other fellah 
was out de way . Well , soon af ter that , in course of time , I reckon about four 
months , this fellah died . [Richmond , Va . , ( 389 ) , 460 : 3 , in 19 3 1 . ] 

308 5 .  This man I married - oh , i t  was forty s ome years , for ty- five or near 
fif ty years ago now [happened about 1887 ] . He was taken s ick and his mother said 

somebody had poisoned him .  And this o ld woman [Ole Leana 
OLE LEANA DAVI S 
CALLED MAMMY DOCTOR 

Davi s ,  called Mammy Doatop ,  we ll-known in Richmond years 
ago ] , whut waited [doatoped] on him , come to s ee him , cut 
off  getting de [medical ] doctor ' s  medicine . [This was 

s tandard practice to " cut off " the M. D . ' s  medicine , which was cons idered useless 
and harmful in wit chcraf t and hoodoo . ] She went and g ot a he bull frog and said 
she was goin ' bury him at the center of the door and whoever did it was goin ' 
come back and ask her what was de mat ter . Well , she go t  dis he bullf rog and put 
him in dis cup [ top from a ] , baking-powder box [ can ] , and made an oath and f illed 
it ful l  of f ive cents worth of new cayenne pepper . And he [bullfrog ] bellowed 
like a bull . This ole aunjure woman put it under the sill of the door , righ t 
down in de corner here - and the house there today and that cup is down there 
now , I reckon - the door where he was livin ' at , under the steps . And ev ' ry 
mornin ' for nine days his mother had to go there and s tomp on de s teps and say 
she hoped to God she ' d get ' em .  But this boy died . He died . And the frog still 
there - calculate it still there now , I re ckon . [Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 3 80 : 7 . ] 

3086 . [Madam DeLong is a hand-makep and of the dime-a-dozen variety . She 
mus t be included here because my informant visited both women . Besides , her name 

MADAM DeLONG 
AND 

interes ts me for a reason given later . Aunt Sally is a mas ter of 
her craft - original , brilliant . ]  

AUNT SALLY 
At S avannah , Ga . 
(What were their names? )  
Aunt Sally - Savannah , Ga . 

was white . Ah went to Madam DeLong . 
(In Savannah . )  
Dat ' s  right  - on Jerome S treet in 1914 . 
(What did she do for you? ) 

Ah f irs t went to Madam DeLong - she 

But ah went to her f er gamb Zing hand. 

Jes t a minute , now . Ah don ' t recall [everything ] - a piece of root and some 
black peppah ; yes , it was , and 1f ah unders tand well , three grains [ seeds ] out 
of a green pepper , cayenne pepper . She had th ree g rains . She took dat root dey 
call John de Conkep and she [didn ' t ]  cut it up and [but ] she cut another roo t 
which is called b lacksnake root and a litt le gypsum [ginseng ] .  [Three poots . ] 
[And she did them] j es t  like she did de seeds , like de three s eeds dat she took 
out of de pepper , and she grates it into a flannel . But she had anoth er rag in 
dere befo ' she put it into de f lannel . And she sewed dat up and she give it to 
me f or luck in gambling . 

[John de Conkep was not cut up but worn in one p iece . ] 
(This was the wh ite woman , Madam DeLong . How do you spell that ? )  
Madam DeLong , dey cal l i t . She ' s  dead now . 
(How do you spell that name ? )  
Ah j e s t  don ' t know . [ I  heard this sO ' o ften l ] 
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[ I f  I remember righ t ly , there was a curio mail-order firm i n  Chi cago by that 
� . This woman - a poss ib le agent o f  theirs or buying some of her hoodoo sup 
lies f rom them - may h ave used DeLong as her pro fes s ional name . We have a good 
example of name- adoption from a f irm in G . H . Smith & Company ( 27 40 , p . 746 ) . ] 

Ah went to Aunt Sal ly , dat was one of mah ra ce af ter dat e Le ' me s ee , ' twas 
about a year after dat , ah reckon . I did [ i t ] . [ I t ]  worked very wel l in dat 
year caus e I was runnin ' pract ' ly a kitahen gambZing house - dey gamb le in de 
kit chen - an ' nob ody didn ' t b other me . Well den , af ter she died , I went t o  Aunt 
Sally . Well ,  I went to Aunt Sally and she g ive me a f i shing hook and she made 
me s t ep thr ee s teps right out in front o f  her do ' . Den she s ont a l i t t le boy out 
af ter that and she told him to pick up her s ome s and out of each one o f  those 
[ thr ee ] tracks . She told me when I got to de las t track , I IDon ' t  make no o ther 
s tep . I I  She s aid , "Jis '  swing ar ound . 1 I I swung around . And ah noticed d a t  dat 
las t track - de li t tle b oy brought in de s and . She put de other two s and to
g e ther out o f  de o ther two tracks , but dis s and heah , dis last track , she didn ' t 
put dat sand in dere . She put i t  into someth ing look like a s if ter and she s if t
ed i t  into a whi t e  piece of clo th .  Af ter s i f t ing it into a wh ite piece o f  clo th , 
she laid i t  up on de sheft [ shel f ] and she s aid , I�OW , you s i t  down fer f ive 
minutes . "  Ah sat down five minutes and when she rech up dere and got it agin , 
ins tead o f  it being sand , it was ants . I t  was ants I Ah looked at i t  myself .  
I t  was dem l i t t le antses . Den she tuk i t  and put i t  into de s ame package . Ah 
d on ' t know whether de dir t turned to ants or no t , but when she did lay i t  up�ere 
f ive minutes and den when she looked at i t , and I looked at it too , and it was 
ants ins tead of de s and . Den she f o ld it into de o ther package and fold it up . 
And she hand i t  to me like dat [ demons trates ] .  

(Wi th her f is t  down . ) 
Yeah , j es t  dat way , with her f i s t  down . Ah never wi ll f orget i t . And den 

she tuk it back .  Dat ' s  how i t  was done . And she s aid , "Now , " she s ay , "IWon ' t 
give yo ' dis . 1 I Ah said , "Well , why? " She said , "Yo ' ain ' t ab le to pay f o ' i t . " 
An ' ah asked her , ah said , "What do you want fer i t ? " She s aid , "Fi f ty dollars . " 
Ah s ay , "Ah ' ll pay f er i t  twi ce . 1 I And she wouldn ' t  take de $ 50 . She tuk $5  but 
she never did g ive me de package . She say ,  "Yo ' g o  on y ou ' ll b e  all r ight . "  

(What was that for? ) 
That was for running bus ines s , a p lace of bus ines s - help yo ' busines s .  
(Or in gamb ling . )  

Yes , actually that was my busines s - running a gamb ling [bus ines s ] . 
[ "Go on you ' ll be all righ t" i s  a common tPiak (see 885-8 86 , p .  319) , but to 

chang e f oot s t ep-dirt into live ants and refus e  a large price f or them disp lays 
the hand o f  a master . I need not explain that s ome doatops work up on the theory : 
if you give nothing , ther e  can b e  no evidence . The ants ? S imp le - two packages 
(see bot tle sub s titution , 79 2 , p . 265) . ]  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 548) , 681 : 2 . J 

3087 . I t  s t arted from dr inkin ' water . I dr inked water b ehind a lady and went 
out [ the room] . And all at ones t I g o t  b lind , j is '  a s  b lind a s  a - I couldn ' t 

see nuthin . So I called de landlady o f  de hous e . She s aid , "What ' s  
AUNT ELIZA de mat ter? " I said , " I ' m  b lind , I can ' t s ee . " She s aid , "Why , you 

was seein ' a few minu tes ago . "  I s ays , "Well , I don ' t  know what ' s  
de cause of it . "  She carried [ took ]  me in de room and lied me on de b ed and s en t  
f o r  a 0 1 '  woman named Aunt E li z a . She came and prayed with me , rubb ed some kind 
of s alve over my f ace f or nine mornings ,  and my eyes begin to crack op en ag in . 
They were c lo sed . She would never tell me de name o f  de medicine she g ive me . 
Sh e g ive me nine drops every morning for nine mornings . And she s aid de Lord ' s  
P rayer every morning b ef ore . she g ive me dat medicine . And de las t morning she 
give me dat medicine , she s aYji , "What de Name of de Father and de S on and de Holy 
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Ghost  have I did . "  [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 241) , 164 : 1+85 ; this happened in 

WOMAN WHO GOT SANCTIFIED 
AND 

DOCTOR HARRI SON OR HARRI S  

Fayetteville , N .  Car . ] 
3088 . [We are again in the presence of a celebrity -
not fabulous like Dootop Buzzard , but so widely known 
that his name and color were confused . He was surely 
a white man named Harris - (see 3089 , p . 909 ; aZso 

the very end of the interview A DOCTOR AT EASE ,  and elsewhere ). This man , claim
ing to be a faith dootop ( 3089 ) would not have sanctioned the evi l said to have 
b een perpetrated in the following s tory . ]  

He went to him you know . 
(Who was this  man? ) 
His name was Buzzard , or somepin like that choo called him . 
(Where did he live? )  
No , it was George Harrison, who lived at Florence , South Carolina . Ever 'body 

used to go to him f rom f er an ' near cause he ' s  a wonderful man . He ' s  dead I 
think , but his brother or his son or somepin carried it on,  s o  I hear d .  

So this man had a wi fe once an ' she was a b ad woman . An '  the man was kin ' a  
' f licted - choo know , rheumatism.  An ' she ' s  young , right nice-lookin ' - purty 
hair . An '  a cours e he would - you know , he would put her aside he say ,  but he 
suppose to git children by ' er e  An '  this woman s till runnin ' aroun ' . [Everyone ] 
tell that [ to ]  her husband , but her husband didn ' t care cuz he said he would give 
up . He couldn ' t make a livin ' fer her like he ought to be , an ' she would do the 
thing , you know , that was helpin ' him .  An ' so  he didn ' t care . So he was livin ' 
an ' po ' [poor ] -like .  

An '  this other man was livin ' next t o  the farm - i t  was aj inin ' farm . He had 
a f ine b lack horse you know . A big tall b lack man . An ' she was a nice-lookin ' 
brown-skin woman . So he was lovin ' this woman . He did ! He would come there an ' 
b ring f er in de yard - well , he [husband ] wouldn ' t  say nuthin - right in his yard 
out there , an ' drive aroun ' in de buggy .  She was a good-lookin ' woman . 

So finally this  woman must o f  thought she was gon ' a  die .  She decided she ' d  
make a change . She went an ' got sanctified . See . An '  this man a - after she 
got sanctified , she tell him she didn ' t  go that way any more . Well , he didn ' t 
want her to quit , choo see . He said , "Well , you kin go that way an ' keep it a 
secret an ' - come on let ' s  go . " She said , "No , I livin ' now f er de Lord . "  An '  
she lived that way two years . 

Well , after she got sanctified - they always say these sanctified peop le goes 
with one another . An ' dey say ,  "Well , how you gon I a  help i t ? "  You s ee , he would 
believe that she ' s  goin ' with one de sanctified men . She told him ,  she said , 
"Well , if I do - I don ' t do it - but if I do - if I is goin ' with him , two clean 
sheet can ' t dirty one another . "  That means she was s anctified , the man was sanc
t if ied - they couldn ' t move in no sin .  An ' he s aid , yes it  was . Well , he didn ' t 
like it . 

An ' so he leaved his farm one day an ' ever ' body missed him , didn ' t know where 
he had gone - he was livin ' down on de S�ntee River . He come to Florence an ' got 
this man [George Harrison] , you know , to fix some [something ] fer him . An ' I 
believe he had a pitchure of her . He come up dere [ to the husband ' s  farm] one 
day .  An '  he come in [came near ] the house one day an ' call ' er out an ' talkin ' 
with ' er e  She went an ' talk with ' im . An ' she never was afraid o f  him , you 
know , but she wouldn ' t  agree to go with ' im then . An ' she he said , "All right . "  
An '  he kin ' a play with ' er ,  you know , an ' throwed somep in like a dus ' on ' er e  
Well ,  she said , "That ' s a smell . I 'm curious - that bottle . "  But she didn ' t 
pay it no mind . But in October - well , he went on b ack home [down on de Santee 
River ] .  An' [before he lef t ]  she heard ' im  s ay ,  "I g ot choo now . "  So he went 



- Hoodoo - C onj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 909 

on b ack home . 
She was sanctified . She had a fiah made in de fiahp lace - i t  was no grate , 

it  was a fiahp lace . She fold a quilt.  She fold it an ' lay down acros t de fiah
place like they do in de country; an ' took a Bible an ' lay down there an ' went 
to readin ' it.  She had a little girl about three years old , de baby ,  aroun', 
playin ' aroun ' de fiah . An ' this baby went in de kitchen an ' i t  s tood up there 
an '  said ,  "Mama . "  She would call ' er mama . She was ' sleep . She ' d  lay down 
there an ' read de Bible an' she fell as leep . 

An ' while she was as leep , well de fiah popped on her . This s tuff that he put 
on ' er drawed de fiah . 

An ' as she wake up she was on fiah . An' she j ump up . She went to j umpin '  up 
like tha t  an ' try to outen herself like that ,  an ' de fiah j is t  went on up , j is t  
went on up over f er haid , an ' j is '  - an' she j umped aroun' . And when they caugh t 
f er ,  why she had done burnt . She was eight months gone [pregnant] . A man who 
caught ' er - he was from de nex ' doah , neighbor - saw ' er ,  he ran ' er down an ' 
ketched f er . She done b urnt to death .  

An ' he [the dus t-thrower ] tel l  f er ,  she didn' t go with r im ,  she wasn ' t with 
nobodys e ls e .  An '  so this woman died . 

[Thi s fair  copy by penci l made more than 30 years ago from my orig inal scrib
b led t rans cription has a penciled note of the s ame date ,  " [[Happened ] ]  about 12 
years ago [ [ 19 25 ] ] - informant married the dead woman ' s  husband . " ]  [Wilmington, 
N .  C . , ( 3 20) , 253 : 1+85 . ]  ["Thur . ,  Feb . 1 8 , 19 3 7  - 320 - Grace Harvin - [ [ from ] ] 
Sumter , S .  C .  - fair to good" - Numbers Book 318-338 . Not a very complimentar y  
evaluation for a woman who gave a rare story like th is ! ] 

3089 . (Doctor what? ) 
Doctah Harr is - he ' s daid too . 
(He was a white man? ) 
[ 1  am merely having him repeat what he had s aid b efore 1 turned o n  machine . ] 

Yes suh , he ' s  wus a white man. He d idn ' t claim tuh b e  a root doctah . He used 
tuh said he wus a fai th doctah. 

(Doctor Harris . )  
[This man has also b een called Harrison. ] 
(All these root doctors that lived here - why do they die out? Were they 

moved to a d ifferent place? Or  anything ? O r  what? ) 
No sir , ain ' t no one take dey p lace so far . [ Flor ence , S .  Car . , ( 1283) , 

2181 : 5 . ] 
309 0 . My husb and was hurt . Of course he ' s  dead now .  And my husband was 

hurt . But his firs t wife - he was married the second time , I ' m  his second wife. 

OLE CHURCH HINES 
And his fir st wife , after . the death of her , why his peop le -
you know how peop le are . You know when some people - that 
after the death of [ in] the family , they want people to dis

tribute and j ist  give everything they got away . And so his first wife , after the 
death of his first wife , his first wife people - he had three children and he 
dec ided that he �ould give their girl to the grandmother and he keep the two boys 
and s t ill keep house and his things together . Well , they didn ' t want him to do 
that . They wanted him to g ive them all the children and the household furniture 
and everything and j is '  break up housekeeping , and he wouldn ' t do it. Well after 
he wouldn' t agree to do it , then his sister-in- law come to s tay wi th him and keep 
house for him ,  and gonna call herself help in , h im .  

S o  h e  was out workin' one day and she cooked some molasses b read . And h e  came 
in that evenin ' and was out takin ' out hi s team , takin ' ' em  out to feed ' em ,  and 
one of the little - the oldest boy came out to the stab le and he says , "Papa , "  
he says ,  "Aunt Dinah got some molasses bread , cook some molasses bread today , "  
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and he s aid , "Aunt Dinah put s omepin f unny in that b read . " As God should have 
it , He le t that chi ld told him - "Aunt Dinah put somep in f unny in that br ead . "  
S t i l l  he didn ' t make de ch ild any answer . He g oes on in de hous e , he went on in 
and wash up and dress in the hous e . Wh en  he got through , Dinah call h im . 

She says , "Come on to supper , Andrew , "  she s ays . He said , "No , I don ' t  think 
I want any supper tonight . "  He says ,  "D inah , I ' m f ee 1in ' bad , I don ' t think I 
want any supp er . "  S o  he dre s s ed and went on out to a res taurant and g ot his 
meal . [He lived on the edg e of Wi lmington . ]  And he s t op eatin ' at home . 

And next evenin ' he came and the molasses b r ead was up in [ the ] saf e . Th e 
next nigh t she s ays , "Andrew , don ' t  choo want a b i t  [ of ] s ome mo las ses bread ? "  
She s ays , " I  cook i t  for yah . "  S t i l l  i t  wasn ' t cut . [ The f a c t  that she had not 
taken a s lice of it was suspicious - t o Andr ew . ] He s aid , "No , I d on ' t think I 
want any thing to eat . "  He says , " I  don ' t feel good tonight . "  And he s top eatin ' 
at home a l l  toge ther . 

Well , tha t  mo las ses b r ead s tayed up in s a f e , he s aid , roun ' ' b ou t  three or 
f our days . And one evenin ' he came home and the mo las s es br ead was out in the 
hors e s tab l e  - nob ody didn ' t eat any o f  it . 

Well , they c ou ldn ' t  ge t h im  like that . Well , they [went ] on [ t rying t o  fix 
him ] . Af t er a while he g o t  down . H e  b eg in to linger . He couldn ' t s leep at 
night . He couldn ' t  g o  for to work . He b eg an to b e  he lple s s  as a newb orn b aby . 
When he ' d  get of f h is bed in the mornin ' he was j is '  like - when he put his fee t 
on de f loor i t  was j is '  like s tiakin ' -pins and needles was s t i ckin ' in de b o t t om  
[ of h i s  fee t ]  and he was achin ' like d a t  all ovah . And so a friend of his s en , a 

woman friend of his s en [by the name o f  Harriet ] came to him and says , "Andrew , "  
she s ay , " there ' s  somep in wrong . "  [ She ] came to see him . She s ay s , "And rew , 
ther e ' s  s omep in wrong wid j oo . "  S ays , " I  g o t  a uncle o n  de S ound [Wright sville 
Sound ] "  - b e tween here [ Wi lming ton ] and Wr ightsville Beach - "and he ' s  name [b y 
the name o f ] ole man Church Hines . "  But he ' s  dead now . "And , "  she s ay ,  " zhoo 
come on and g o  with me . "  Sh e s ays , "I know Unc le Hines kin do you s ome good , I 
believe . "  And s o  he s ays , "We ll , I ' ll go anywhere to get somepin cure me . "  

So when he goes down there next mornin ' , [ a f ter ] Har riet came to s ee him , i t  
all he could d o  to hitch his horse to his bug gy .  And h e  goes on down to the 
Sound . And when he g o t  out a t  ole man Hines , he s ays , "My boy ,  did zhoo come to 
see me ? You ' s in a bad f i x ,  ain ' t choo? " [See THI S WUS BAD FI X ,  p . 316 , and MAN 
YOU ' RE  RUINED , p . 314 . ] He s ays , " I ' s  cer tainly is . "  He s ays , "I don ' t know 
what ' s  ai1in ' me , "  he say . And he [Hines ] s ay , "And I mean you ' s  in BAD FIX l "  

So he say s , "I t ell you wha '  cho o  do . "  He say s , "Go t any money ? " He said , 
"Yes , I got a lit t le . "  [Hines says ] ,  "How mu ch choo g o t ? " He s ays , " I  g o t  
$ 15 . 00 n ow  wi th me . "  He says , "Well , I ' m g on ' a char ' j oo $ 30 . 00 . "  H e  said , 
" I ' l l pay you any price zhoo charge me , i f  you do me any good . " He says , " I ' ll 
give you the $ 15 . 00 now , and then I ' ll bring y ou de res t when I come b ack ag in . " 
He say , "No , I don ' t want any now , "  he said , "but I tell you what choo do . You 
go on back home thi s  evenin ' , and [when ] you g e t  b ack home , you take a li t t le 
s tick and look r igh t  down t o  le f t  s i d e  o f  your f ront doors teps . And j is '  take 
dis - don ' t put cheh han ' on it - you don ' t have to dig fer , j is '  got to pull de 
dirt of f i t . And wh en y ou dig a lit t le b i t , j is '  de leas t b i t , yo u ' ll f ind a 
1i t t1e b ag . "  And he' s ay , "Don ' t choo put yer han ' on that b ag . You take a 
s t i ck ,  take i t  between two s t icks . " 

And he s aid he was so anxious to g it b a ck home he t ro tted de horse ev ' ry  s tep 
of the way from the Sound .  When he g o t  back home he dr agg ed [hims e lf ] ou t de 
buggy . He had de s t ick b ef o '  he g o t  home . And as he said , h e  j i s '  wen t  and 
pulled de dir t , and t ime he ' d  pulled de dir t , i t  was a li t t le b ag .  And h e  s aid 
it was nine p ins and nine need les , and s omep in looked like a who le lo t of li t t le 
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dus t and s tuff . He didn ' t know what it was . He s ays ole man Church Hines tole 
' im to take da t bag between two s ticks and car ry  it down to the river , and throw 
i t  cross his lef t shoulder and cus s it  when he throw it  overboard . And he said 
he did i t .  

Now , h e  s aid t o  him t o  go back down to him nex ' mornin ' . Nex ' mornin ' h e  g oes 
b ack .  He say , "Did j oo fin ' whut I tole yah ? "  He says , "Yes . "  He says , "I know 
you f in '  it . "  Well , he said he went [ felt ] better that night than he did fer six 
mon ' - af tah he got dat bag . And dat de way he was . When he  put his feet on de 
flo ' , it was j is '  like needles and pins was st ickin ' in de bot tom of it [because 
he has b een walking over the needles and p ins buried at the left s ide , the evi l 
s ide of his front doorstep ] . And so he said he went on b ack down there ,  and he 
say , "Did you f in '  de bag ? "  And he say , "Yes , s ir . " [ Hines says ] "I know you 
f in '  it . "  And he said , "Now , you come on in here . "  

And he take ' 1m  in de room . He says , "Oh I "  he says , "it ' s  a man and a woman 
got choo f{xed like dis" - which he didn' t tell ' im none of dat de day bef o ' . 
You see , he j is '  tole ' im what to do .  And he said , "A man and a woman got choo 
fiJ:ed like dis . "  Says , " I t ' s  a sis ter and a brother . They wanted j oo to do , and 
you wouldn ' t  do j is '  like they wanted j oo to do , and they were pretend [ intended ] 
to kill yah . "  And he s ays , ' 'Now , ' ' he says , "I got to ki ll one . "  He s ays , "One 
dem gon ' a  die , if I take it ofta you . " And he  said he didn ' t care which one die , 
j is '  s ince he get ofta him. And so  he said , "Now , well I charge you $ 30 . 00 . "  
And he tole ' im  to go on back home now . 

(What did that root doctor do to kill them? ) 
Well , it  j est  a mys tery now . He never did know . He ' d  never did tell , don ' t  

choo s ee .  He j is '  do de work and you never knows what he did . 
[ I evidently ask while mach ine s topped , "Who were the s is ter and brother that 

fixed Andrew? " ]  
Tha t  was the sis ter and de brother - his mo ther-in- law and his mother-in-law 

brother . You see ,  the sis ter- in-law [ Dinah ] tried to get him firs t ,  but af ter 
she couldn ' t  git him , den de mother-in-law and de brothah s tepped in . And dey 
was intend to get him . He says , "The one got to die and the othern ' 11 b e  in a 
b ad condit ion , a critical condition - but she won ' t die righ t away . "  

And so  he come on b ack home . And it wasn ' t long before the 91e man died 
bellin ' [bellowing ] like a bull and how lin ' like a dog (see 7 75- 7 7 6 , p . 256) . And 
de mother-in-law walked on crutch [ es ] f er s ix mont ' s  and she died . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 284) , 199 : 1+85 ; happened 1906 near Wilming ton . ]  

309 1 .  I f  yo ' got a spell of sicknes s an ' yo ' j is '  don ' t feel r igh t ata11 - if 
somebody have did somethin ' to yo ' an ' yo ' cain ' t be  satisfied - yo ' s on a worry , 

yo ' j is '  worryin ' an ' yo ' j is kinnot b e  satis fied . Well , 
MI STAH DURBENA HONE now ,  if  yo ' don ' t - unders tan ' ah have been 1ak dat a Some

one have had me worried and ah j is '  couldn ' t  b e  satisf ied 
an ' didn ' t know mah troub le an ' ah wus 4rowsy an ' ah didn ' t know any th in ' tub do . 

Well , ah went tub Mis tah Durb ena Hone ovah heah in Patterson , Arkansas , an ' he 
tole me whut de mattah , an ' got it of fa me an ' ah b een all right evah since . 

(Was he a colored man or whit e? ) 
Yes , he ' s · a colored man . 
(What did he tell you to do? )  
He didn ' t  tell me tub do any thin ' . He j is t  had me tuh [demonstrates ] put mah 

han ' s  on h is han ' s ,  an ' den he  had me lay mah han ' on some papah 1ak dat , an ' he 
j is '  rubbed it 1ak that - wrote on it 1ak dat a 

(He outlined your f ingers with a pencil . )  
Wit a pencil . An '  so he tole me , "Go , heah on an '  ever ' thin ' be all right . "  

An '  ah did , an ' ever ' thin ' was all right . 
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( Did he do anything to that hand af ter that? ) 
He didn ' t do nuthin to i t , j is '  had me lay it der e .  [ For another out lining 

of hand , see HAND - HANDSHAPED , p . 583 . ] [Li ttle Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) , 14 59 : 9 . ] 
309 2 .  [ I  heard about Georg e Jackson and Zippy Tull of the Eas tern Shore at 

the same time and from some of the same persons - for her , see la ter in this  sub
section.  The first two s tor ies describ ing Unc le George , as he 

GEORGE JACKSON was called , are by Mrs . Elij ah Williams - widow of George ' s 
nephew - whom I interviewed while collecting in Balt imore . She 

was also mother of Jerry Williams , my contac t man on the Eastern Shore and in 
Balt imore , who tells the third s tory .  The four th s tory , s tatement rather , comes 
f rom Joshua Wilson , who as a young man drove an occas ional client out to  George 
Jackson or to Zippy Tull . ]  

Pitt ' s  Creek wharh [where ] he wus born at . That ' s  in Worcester County 
[Maryland ] .  Well then , af ter he growed up to be a man - of course that wus 
year s and years b efore I wus born - why then he moved to the place they called 
Fairmount . I t ' s  in Somerset County . And he stayed there his life - he died in 
Fairmount . 

(How long ago did he die? ) 
Well , he ' s been dead about 3 5  ye ars [before 19 36 ] . 
(How old was he when he died? )  
I don ' t know his age but I ' m sure he wus around about 70 . I ' m sure he wus . 
(He had quite a reputation? ) 
Yes indeed . 
(How did he learn thi s work? ) 
Well , I supp ose i t  mus t have been gifted ' caus e he couldn ' t  read - he could 

not read or write , so he mus t  have been gifted . But he could read the Bib le .  
He didn ' t have no one to learn him anything . 

(Was he born in s lavery? ) [ I  wanted to doub le-check his age . ] 
Born in s lavery? Oh , yes indeed ! Real old slavery ! Now , he might have been 

older than that when he died , but he , you know , he kep t youngified . You wouldn ' t  
know he was old - you knew he was old , that ' s  all . 

(Did anyone ever try to carry on his work? Did he have a son or anyone? ) 
He never had no children . 
(Has anyone a photograph of him? ) 
No , I have no photograph of him . 
(Was a photog raph ever taken of him? ) 
Not as I know of . You know , in them times they didn ' t take much photographs . 

He never was marr ied , and he had a housekeeper . Now , whether she tried to do 
anything or no t I do not know . 

(Where is he buried? ) 
He was bur ied in Fairmount but I don ' t know the graveyard b ecause I didn ' t go , 

neither did his nephew [ informant ' s  husband ] becus we didn ' t know he was dead 
until the day he was buried . That was the f ir s t  time they sent him word that his 
uncle was dead . 

[His name was ] George Jackson , but you know in olden times de folks who wus 
born children then , they named George J ackson and Nathan Williams and Josiah and 
all that , and they give ' em  that name . But his re ' lly name would have b een 
George Dennis , �eorge Jackson Dennis . Old John Hugh Dennis they called him ,  a 
white man ,  you know he was his owner , he was his mas ter . 

(John Hugh Dennis ? )  
Yes sir . Well , do you know - no , you don ' t know becus j oo don ' t belong here 

[ in Baltimore ] . Why Samuel Dennis used to be de chief j urdge here in Baltimor e , 
it  was his father . 
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(Where did he have the farm? ) 
They had the farm on - they called i t  the Cedar Hall . That wus near Pocomoke 

City [Maryland ] . [Baltimore ,  Md . , (139 , Mrs . Williams ) ,  38 : 1 . ] 
309 3 . My mother - well , she was about 40 I guess or mayb e 40 odd . She wus 

42  - my bro ther wus two years old . She taken sick .  She went outdoors - I wus 
livin ' in Pocomoke [ Ci ty , Maryland ] then - an ' she went out de door . Well , thes e  
ole hous es , country places , the chimleys , zhoo know , aside yeh house - an ' she 
went out there an ' s topped de s ide de chimley [ for chimney- corner toi le t , s e e  
20 3 , p . 56 ]  an ' she taken a pain in her right [big ] toe an ' it  went on up in her 
knee . An ' when she got in the hous e she said , "Mama , I can ' t walk. " That wus 
my grandmother an ' my grandma lived to be 85 . She said , "Mama , I can ' t walk , " 
she said , "my knee - I got a pain in my t oe an ' it ' s  went up in my knee . I 
can ' t walk . " 

So my grandmother - she wus a mighty one fer rubb in ' ,  you know , an ' she rub 
' er e  An ' she went an ' got some ole horehoun ' an [or ] yard  marvel - de grass , 
dey call it yard marvel grass - an ' she s t ews this s tuff up an ' she rubs zer in 
i t . An ' it didn ' t do ' er any good . She cou ldn ' t walk . So she put her in the 
baid . An ' when she got in the baid she couldn ' t get out any more - taken para
li ze all the way from ' er shoulder clear down . She cou ldn ' t move dat foot , dat 
right  foot . She cou ldn ' t  move her right foot no way - had to take ' er ' bout de 
baid an ' put ' er in . She j es '  gotta wha ' choo call a perilous [paralysis ] 
stroke , we thought .  S o  we sent - my grandmo ther doh [ though ] , she sent fuh de 
do ctor . An ' de Doctor Quinn come , why he said ' twas a col '  [ cold ] rheumatis . 
So she got worser an ' worser . All he did to ' er - everything he give ' er would 
make ' er worse .  

So  my husband an ' I - that wu s  his uncle , Uncle George Jackson wus - I said , 
" I  very mind to go  to Uncle George an ' s ee if they is anything ai lin ' mah mother . 
I believe dey ' s  s omepin wrong ab out her - she c an ' t walk an ' de doctor can ' t  do 
' er no good , she can ' t use her s ide . "  Well , I thought then in that time that de 
people didn ' t take wit perilous strokes , zhoo know , off ten , like they do now . 

So I says , "I don ' t beli eve it ' s  any peri lous s troke . "  
He says , "All ri ght , then , let ' s  us go . "  
So  we walked . We got out ab out nine a ' clock at nigh t , one night , an ' walked 

down to Fairmount [Maryland ] ,  down whare I told j oo Uncle George wus . When we 
got  there ' twas daybreak - he wus set tin ' up then , he had his c lothes on - I 
gues s about five a ' clock in the morning [ eight hours walk ] . I t wus in June when 
we went . I suppose i t  wus ab out five a ' clo ck in de morning ' cus it wus light . 
An '  we rahpped [rapped ] on de door an ' he opened de door . 

You know , mah husband didn ' t go  to see ' im as of f ten as he wanted i t  to see 
' im ,  to go see him . An '  he said , "Ub huh ! "  He said , "I  knowed somepin happen , "  
he said , "is s [else ] you wouldn ' t of b een here . " 

So we laffed an ' tole ' im , "No , no t much happened . "  
He said , "Yes it did , "  he said - to  me , he said . He said , "Ya , your mother ' s  

layin ' pint [point ] of death , she can ' t walk . " 
I s aid to ' 1m  - I wus always kin ' a j okin ' - I said , "How did j 00 know that? "  
"Ub huh l "  he said - he wus a great big fellah , he ' d  filled this chair up -

he said , "Ub huh I your mother ' s  down an ' can ' t walk . " 
, I  s aid , "Yes . "  

"An ' why didn ' t choo come fer ' er b efore? "  He said , " She ' s  been down now ever 
since Apur l an ' you j is '  come here in June . "  

I s aid , ''Yes , she did . "  
He said , " She s tarted to a show . " 
Well , she did . She s tart ed to git ready to go to a show an' she taken dat 
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pain in de foo t . De show wus at Po comoke C i ty ,  an ' she wus down in kin ' a  ab out 
two mile from de show , f rom de city , out in de coun try p ar t . 

An ' he said , "Well , why didn ' t zhah come h er e  b e fore ? " An '  he said , " She wus 
ge ttin ' ready t o  go to a show an ' d at ' s  de show she got to l "  

I said , "Well , that ' s  true . "  
"Ub huh l "  he s aid . 
So he j is ' s e t  b ack in de chair - he always s e t  in a chair , s omepin like this .  
"Ub huh ! "  he said . ' 'Well ,  a lady dat she thought dat wouldn ' t nevah do ' er no 

harm , a woman , "  he s ai d , " an '  she ' s  a li t tle shor t woman , "  he s aid , "she ' s  j is t 
about so high " - an ' sur e enough she wus - "an '  she ' s ligh t  [ in co lor ] , "  he said . 
"An ' she pu t dat [ imag e  the re becaus e ]  she an ' her husb and got mad with ' er ,  ' cus 
she wanted her to go to her hous e an ' she wouldn ' t g o , "  he said .  "An ' sh e come 
d own there an ' laffed an ' talked wi th ' er , an ' went out s ide de Chimley at nigh t 
an ' put a piece of a t in , "  he s aid . " So when you g o  b ack , "  h e  s aid , " they ' ll b e  
a piece of tin put r igh t ins ide [ in the corner ] of de chimley , "  he s aid , " an '  
it ' s  in de shape o f  her . "  He said , " I t ' s  in de sh ap e  o f  your mother , "  he said , 
" an '  it ' s  go t  one foo t o f f "  - had been cut out a p iece o f  t in . "An ' , "  he s aid , 
" it wus put down , "  he said , "an ' the foot ' s cut of f . "  

He s aid , "You go b ack , Elij ay" - he called mah husb and - o f  cour s e  he wus his 
nephew . He s aid , " Elij ay ,  you go back , you g o  an '  look ,  feel down , take a 
t rowel , "  h e  said , " don ' t take any thing els e ,  don ' t t ake no spade , no shove l , "  he 
said , "an ' take a t rowe l ,  an ' you dig down an ' you d ig your mother-in- l aw up , "  
he s aid , " an '  I ' ll do the b alance . "  He said , "You bring dat p i ece of tin to me , "  
he s aid , " an '  I ' ll do de b a lance . Zhoo [ the informant ] walk wi th him . " 

He laf fed . 
An '  we s t ayed there a l l  day . We s t ayed an ' vi s ited . We s t ayed there ab out 

fo ' a ' clo ck . He wus g on ' a s tay till f ive but he t old us not to . He s aid , "Now , 
don ' t choo s t ay here no longer . "  He s e t  an ' talked with us , f irs t one thing an '  
then ano ther . He s aid , "Now l is t en , an ' g i t  yer s e lf ready an ' g o  on back s o  you 
kin take that up , "  he said , "b efo ' morning . "  He s aid , " I  want cho o  to gi t  up 
out o f  here , I want choo t o  g i t b ack in t ime enough befo ' fo ' or f ive a ' clock 
tonight [ tha t is , b e f ore sunris e ]  an ' take that up . "  He s aid , "Yo u ' ll f ind it . "  

An '  sure enough we did g i t  i t . 
We went b ack home ,  an ' E lij ah went an ' took his t r owel like he t o ld him an ' 

lif ted tha t up . An '  th ere wus that piece o f  tin . I t  had legs an ' all , an '  this 
piece [ a  f oo t ]  wus cu t of f .  An '  he took it b ack there . Now , I don ' t know whut 
he [George Jacks on J did , but h e  took i t  b ack t o  him .  

Mah mo ther g o t  well . She lived about ten years af ter that . [Baltimore , Md . ,  
( 139 , Mr s .  Wil liams ) , 40 : 1 ;  happened ab out l89 6 . J 

309 4 . My gr andmo ther - we ll , I ' m speaking of my aunt - j us t  as well s ay 
grandmo ther , she was b orn a s lave . She [ aunt ] said that one nigh t she dreamt 
that this f r iend of hers was mixing up s ome thing that was g reen , yet it was sup
posed t o  be mi lk . And she said to her husb and next day , "Purnell , don ' t you take 
dinner with Be t t ie on Sunday . "  But sure enough he would g o  and take dinner with 
this woman on Sunday - they w ere friends - and sure enough this woman did pois on 
her [ aunt ' s J  husband in mi lk . 

So he called on a man b y  the name of Georg e Jacks on who lived out her e near 
Girdletree [Maryland J at that time - he ' s d ead now . [ George J acks on never lived 
at Girdletree . ]  And he went to call on th is o ld man Georg e Jackson . And he went 
to get s ome reots out of the woods and b o i le d  it up . And whi le he was b o i ling 
thes e  up he was s inging a song . And the more he ' d  s ing , the more this s tuf f 
would b o i l . I suppo se that was j us t  [uncle ' s ]  imag inat ion . Bu t wh en h e got i t 
boiled as much as he wanted i t , he gave my unc le this to drink . And there had 
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b een thin gs crawling up and down - running up and down - ins ide of him .  You 
could hear them . Sh e [ aunt ] said this had happened ab ou t two weeks af ter he 
took th is d inner . You could hear these thing s s quealing as if though th ey were 
mice and rats . And f ina l ly , when he drank this up , an hour or so af terwards , 
why thes e thing s came from him - he di s ch arged th ese thing s .  And they were wood
b i t ches - ground pupp ies . 

[ For anothe r examp le of s ing ing while s ome thing b o ils , see 9 1 8 ,  p . 3 37 . ]  
Th i s happened down here at S t .  James [ a  Negro community in whi ch I was to 

work a f ew  days later ] . S t .  James i s  f ive miles on the o th er side o f  P o comoke 
[C ity , Mary land ] right on the b or der of Virg inia . 

[Th e s p eaker i s  Jerry Wi lliams , George Ja cks on ' s gr andnephew and my contact 
man . I had in terviewed him that s ummer a t  Ocean City , Md .  We are ab out t o  s tar t 
my second collecting trip in Maryland - Friday , Dec . 14 , 19 36  - as �ell as to us e 
the T el ediphone f or the first time . Thi s  unusual s t ory of George J a ckson s inging 
to his brew ,  the firs t recording f or the Tel ediphone , s igni f ies bubb ling luck -
also work - f or th e 3000 cylinders to f o llow . ] [ Snow Hil l , Md . , ( 13) , 1 : 1 . ] 

309 5 .  Uncle George [ Ja ckson ] always called for wah choo ca lled a jack . Th is 
jack is a magnet , a magne t jack. Magnets dey called jacks them days . This mag
ne t , you know , [ is ] a piece of little s teel in p i ckin ' up p ins . He ' d  tell you 
g i t  him a magne t ,  an ' he ' d  take th is hair [which c lient brough t from woman ] , an ' 
this magnet , an ' g i t s  de - I ' m sure he had other things put w ith i t , you know . 
Bu t anyhow , that was f ixed up in a b ag . An '  when he ' d  g ive you that you wore 
that an ' they ' d  always [b e ]  succes s [ fu l ]  ever he ' d  f ixed that for ' em . Y ou 
couldn ' t  foo l  with a woman . I don ' t care how many tr ied to b eat i t , they could 
no t g i t  her away from him . 

[Ten do llars was charg ed f rom this pro tective device . I t  is interes t ing t o  
l earn that f ormer ly magnets wer e so commonly us ed a s  jacks that a magnet in some 
p laces was cal led a jack. But this d evice i s  not a jack , i t  is a hand ; a typ e o f  
CHASTITY HAND , p . 534 , whi ch cont ains two o ther examp les of Unc le Georg e ' s  love 
handS , No s . 1767-1768 . ]  [Princess Anne , Md . , ( 130) , 34 : 3 . ] 

309 6 . Wal ,  de s t ory ah wanta t ell - wheah ah live up in Mob i le fer 17 years , 
an ' ah [ 1 7  years old ] lef t  and went tuh Birmingham , an ' ah lived in Birmingham 

' b out s i x  months in de no ' th p art of Birmingham , and af ter living 
MADAM JANE in no ' th B i rmingham , went over in Wes t fi eld . I t ' s  ab out 7 miles 

f rom Birmingham and ah was working f er [ some ] company in Birmingham 
and ah lost a f inger , see . P iece of a f inger , see . An '  ah drew ab out , I think 
it was 700 and some dollars f er dat f inger - where ah was wo rking from . An '  ah 
went over tuh Birmingham and got aroun ' , having money you know - having a b ig 
t ime and met s everal g i r l  friends . 

And where ah was livin g ah was g oin ' wit d e  g ir l  s tayed next door tuh me ; an ' 
ah was g oin ' wi t de girl s tayed at de thi rd door f rom me . An ' de gir l that s tay
ed at d e  th ird door from me , she was a - married woman , and de girl s t ayed at de 
f i r s t  door f rom me , she was not married b ut she h ad a chi le for dis married 
woman ' s husb ands , yo ' see , and so dey disliked one another . 

But how-de-ever , one day , she was goin ' down to de commis sary - d is s tore , yo ' 
know , f e r  a camp , T CI camp . Dis TCI - ah gues s you ' ve h eard ab out i t . Down in 
dis c amp d ere a b ig s tor e .  All de trade i s  f or de comp any - live by de company 
an ' yo ' deal wit de company . An ' she as t me tuh g o  and ah tole her ah didn ' t 
wanta g o . An '  she to le me , "Yo ' mus t go . "  Ah s ay ,  "We l l , ah ' m  no t goin ' . "  Well 
she snat ched mah ha t and ah run , chas ed her to t ake mah hat from her and she out
run me and wor e de hat on down der e .  Well , when she came back - ah guess it was 
ab out s ix ' clock when she came b ack an ' ah went over and as t h er f er mah hat . So 
she g ave it to me and so I wore that f er two or three days - worked with it , it 
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was a work hat . So abou t several days af ter dat ah became - mah eyes ight b ecame 
sort of dim-like . What it was all about ah didn ' t know . 

Well , de TCI , you have to  carry insurance dere . Dey takes out fer de  rent and 
fer de  doctor b ill . Well ,  ah went over to de hospital - to de lit t le hospital 
and me being in de hosp ital , de doctor tes t mah eyes and everything and tole me 
ah had sore  eyes . He tole me to bath mah eye with some saltwater and i t  would 
come all r ight . Well , ah did and it didn ' t git  any better and ah went back to 
him and so he s ent me over to de Hillman Hospital - dat ' s  in Birmingham - � 
specialis t .  Well , de specialis t tes t mah eyes and ask me what happen . What hit 
me in de eye - did any steel or anything hit mah eye . Ah tole him no , it wasn ' t  
any s teel or anything ah got in mah eye .  So ah tole him the only thing ah know 
o f  [ I  had been hoodooed] . "  "Well , "  he say ,  ! lah tell yo ' ,  �, you have to go to 
a two-headed doctor . "  [For t elling a Doctor o f  Medicine that your ailment comes 
from hoodoo , see p . 12 ,  line 9f . ]  

(Was it a colored doctor who was wai t ing on you? )  
It was a colored doctor . 
(At this hospital? ) 
At de hospi tal . Oh l I beg yore pardon , it was a white doctor . 
(And he advised you to go to  a two-headed doctor ? )  
T o  a two-headed doctor . An '  so ah goes on b ack to mah cousin and tole him he 

tole me to go to a two-headed doctor , and ast him did he mean that . 
(Where did you say you went ? )  
From Birmingham - from de hospital? Well , ah went back home , yo ' s ee .  
(No . Didn ' t you go to s ee the two-headed doctor? ) 
He tole me go to a two-headed doctor an ' ah went . Ah goes back home fer 

[ f irs t ]  an '  ah tell mah cous in , who ah was livin ' with , what de doctor tole me . 
So he advised me to go to a p lace dey call Tennysville , see .  Yes , dat ' s  a suburb 
of Birmingham, ah gues s , ' b out seven miles . So ah goes ovah to the lady - i t ' s  
a colored lady . Her name was Madam Jane . Ah goes tuh her and so she comes in to 
de room - de waitin ' room and tole me everything . In de beginnin ' she tole me , 
say , "Well , yo ' los t yore eyesight - j is t  about . "  An ' she tole me what it ' s  all 
about and how come dis woman ' s  mad with me and everything , but she wouldn ' t  tell 
me who the girl was - she wouldn ' t  call her name but she would describe her to me 
and give de gir l initials [see 27 48 , p . 7 5 7 ] , yo ' understand . An '  so  she tole me 
what charge - i t  cost me $ 25 . 00 to git mah eyes cured . Well , whut she said , ah 
don ' t know ; but whut she tole me to  do , ah know . 

So she advised me to bathe mah eyes in s ome f resh milk - whut ah mean by fresh 
milk , not dairy milk but from a cow , see . Dat whut she tole me to do - b athe mah 
eyes in fresh milk . An ' she tole me dat mah eyes were b lind from de g irl takin ' 
de b ow  off  - de b ow ah mean in de back of de hat , she had dressed de hat . An '  
say whut fer me tuh do was to take some salt - Epsom salts - take some Eps om 
salts and any kind of f ines t perfwne and j es t bathe dis - where dis bow was in 
mah hat . See . Co ' se she gave me some treatments - remember whut she gave me 
was to rub cross mah eyes but whut it was , ah don ' t know . An ' so ah guess she 
worked on me ' bout two weeks and ah gained mah eyesigh t .  I n  f acts , in the third 
week ah was s tone b lind . But whut she did - ah know whut she tole me to do . Dat 
was to cure mah eyes . Dat ' s  experience . 

(What happened to the girl? ) 
Tuh de girl? Anything didn ' t happen to her . Quite natural me an '  her was 

still friends but ah was sort of shy of her b ecause she had did that trick , yo ' 
see . In o ther words , she was tryin ' tuh gain love , yo ' s ee .  An '  dis g irl , she 
disliked her and she didn ' t want me to have dis girl . Of  course , she ' s  a mar ried 
woman and ah couldn ' t be  anything tuh her , but she liked me . [Mobile , Ala . , 
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(661) , 86 3 : 12 . ] 
309 7 .  I haven ' t had no dealing with that , but anyway , ah kin tell you some

th ing about that lawyer . 
(About what lawyer ? ) 
My husband , he had kilt a man and I went to Mother Kate . 

MOTHER KATE (Mother Kate ? )  
Yes , s ir . 
(Where did she live? ) 

She lives up on Jackson and Magnolia . 
(Is she s till living ? )  
Ah don ' t know i f  she ' s  still living yet . I think she moved up town .  
(Dh , all right . )  
But anyway I went there to her . I ' d  g ived the lawyer $ 50 , and so  a lady told 

me to go up there to her . And I went up there to her , and I say ,  "Mo ther Kate , 
I come for you to help me - my husb and is going to the penitent ' ry .  The next 
trial he get , he go to the p enitent ' ry . "  

She say , "You know what you do , "  she say , "you go to the Ten Cent S tore and 
get ten cents of b rand-new needles and ten cents of pins and , "  she s ay ,  "you go  
to the market and you get  you a beef tongue and , "  she say , "you put ten pins on 
each s ide and you put ten needles on each side . "  And she say ,  "you get you 50 
pounds of ice and , " she say , " let it s tay 24 hours and , "  she say ,  " leave that 
tongue froze ; and when he go  to court he won ' t get no li fetime - he go to the 
peni tent ' ry ,  but he might get s ix months in the parish or either get three . "  

And he got three months in the parish . 
And s o  after I got him out , he left me . And I went back there and I told her , 

ah said , "Don ' t you know he done left me - all tha t I did for him . "  She say , 
"Well , you got any money ? "  Ah say , "I  got one quar ter . "  She say ,  "You go to the 
corner and get a nickel worth of nutmeg and a nickels sugar and , "  she say , "you 
grate that nutmeg up , "  and she say , "you wri te  his name nine times on a pie ce of 
paper , and you put some of th at nutmeg [and sugar ] in that paper and you put i t  
i n  the lamp , "  she say .  "you get a p iece of red f lannel and you burn your lamp . "  

(Wait a minute ! What do you do with that red f lannel , now? ) 
Get a piece o f  red f lannel and drap it in the lamp - keep him from seeing it , 

you underst and - and drap the paper in there [into red flannel to hide paper ] , 
and [but f irs t ]  wrap it up with a piece of thread . And she s ay , "You write i t  
nine times again and tie it up with a p iece of thread and wear it in your shoe . "  
And she say ,  "You get it nine times again and , "  she s ay ,  "you go to the b arroom 
and gets you ten cents of gin and , " she say , "you put i t  [ third paper with 9 
names ] in a bottle and put it b ehind your b ed and , "  she say ,  "you shake it up 
three times a day , " she said , "and I ' m bet ting h e ' ll come b ack to you . " And I 'm 
got  him till yet . 

(Did he come back? ) 
Yes , I ' m got him t ill  yet . 
( I  s ee . )  
And she say , "Three time a day you shake it up and say , ' The Father , Son and 

Ho ly Ghost .  ' "  
(I se e .  Mother Kate told you that . )  
Yes , told me to g et a nickel ' s  wor th o f  nutmeg and a nickels sugar . 
(Yes ? )  
She told me to grate the nutmeg and mix i t  up in the sugar , and write i t  nine 

times . 
(Wait a minute l Wri t e  what nine t imes ? )  
Write his name nine times on a piece o f  p aper . 
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(All righ t .  ) 
And put it in the lamp and get a piece of f lanne l and drap [or wrap ] i t  in 

there . 
(Wait ! You wrap this paper in a piece of flannel , and you put the f lannel in 

the lamp ? )  
Put the flannel in the lamp and wrap the nutmeg and the sugar up i n  the piece 

of paper and tie a piece of thread around it  and drap that in the lamp . 
(But the f lannel is around the two then? ) 
Yes , sir , the flannel goes at the bottom - you know , the paper done s ink and 

the flannel , you see , is all around i t .  
(Oh , all right . Then wha t? ) 
And then she told me , "Write his name nine times again and put some of that 

nutmeg and sugar and wear it in your shoe . 
(What do you wrap it  up in? ) 
A piece of plain white p ie ce of paper . Write it  nine times and tie it up with 

a piece of white thread and wear it in my shoe . 
(You don ' t put any flanne l around that ? )  
No , don ' t put no f lannel around i t  atall . 
(Jus t the paper ? )  
Jus t the paper . 
(All ri ght . )  
And she s ay ,  "Write his name nine times again on a piece of paper and wr ap it  

up  with a piece of thread . "  And she s ay ,  "You go to  the b arroom and get you ten 
cents of  gin ,  and you put i t  in there and three time a day , "  she s ay ,  "you shake 
i t  up . "  

(Wai t a minute l You put this paper in this gin? ) 
Put some o f  the sugar and the nutmeg and wrap it up wi th a piece of thread and 

drap it  in the gin . 
( I  see . )  
And then s top it  up and put i t  behind the bed . "And three time a day , " she 

say ,  "you shake .it up and say ,  ' The Father , Son and Holy Ghos t . ' " 
( I  s ee . You had to do all these three things , then - you burned the lamp , you 

had to wear it  in your shoe , and . ) 
And put it  in ten cent s of gin . 
(And put it in gin. For how long do you have to burn that  lamp ? ) 
Burn it  all d ay - but I don ' t burn i t  now . 
( I  see . You only burned it all day . )  
Burned it  all day and all night . 
(I  se e . ) 
That ' s  to get him back .  
(And you wor e this up in your sho e  too? ) 
Wore that in my shoe - the nutmeg and . 
(You only burned that lamp one day ? )  
Burn it all day . I burned it  ab out three weeks . 
( I  see . Oh l you burned it about three weeks . )  
Yes , sir , I burned zact ly three weeks . 
(And he came b ack . ) 
And he come b ack - come b ack with his suitcase . 
( I  see . You burned this lamp three weeks and you kept that thing in your shoe 

three weeks and you kep t shaking that b ottle up for three weeks . ) 
I ' ve got the b ottle now , but I don ' t le t him s ee it . 
(I see . You did all those  three things f or three weeks . )  
Three weeks . 
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( I t  was three weeks b efore he came b ack? ) 
I t  was three weeks b efore he came back .  He come back that Monday . 
( I  see . All right . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 87 6 ) , 143 8 : 1 . ]  

9 19 

309 8 .  [Mo lly Lee , a white dOator , had quite a reputation . I f irst h eard 
ab out her wh ile I was collecting in Richmond . Since I did not interview white 

doators (see INTRODUCTION) , I as sumed she lived in 
MOLLY LEE - WHITE DOCTOR or near Richmond - a fals e assump tion . The f ollowing 

well-known and commonplace rite attributed to her does 
this doator an inj us tice . Any woman who could receive h er crys tal b all from the 
spirits ( 56 1 ,  p . 17 8)  must have been original and competent . ]  

I knows once in my time , a woman had a man for her husb and , and she lived over 
here in Suf folk .  Maybe you heard s omething , too . There ' s  a lady the o ther day , 
lady named Molly Lee , a white lady , she claims do it . She done s omething . She ' s  
a great woman for wrest lin ' with young b oys . She has a young boy down dere and 
she say , "Go ket ch me a young frog - a toadf rog . "  And he ge t  that frog and go 
put a b oard or something on him so  that he can ' t get away - wouldn ' t  kill him , 
fasten him down where he ' d  s t ay there and die , and the ants eat h im  up . Let de 
ants eat him up , you know , all to a ske le ton . And in that frog ' s  bones ,  find a 
li t t le bone in ' em j us t  exactly like fish s cale . And there ' s  ano ther b one in ' em  
that is used , too , like a f ishhook . You know , a lit t le point to i t - wasn ' t ,  
see , all de way ; but j us t  more like a f ishhook than any o ther bone . 

You kin take that b one - now ,  this has happened , this is not - but this i s the 
bone that the boy had . Sh e take that bone and hook it into a person ' s coat . 

( Into what? ) 
Into s omebody ' s  clo thes - j us t  as you pas s by , you know ,  j us t  hook i t  into 

someb ody ' s  clothes and don ' t  you pull it out , and he ' ll f all for you j us t  as f ar 
as you ' ll le t him .  And at de same time this o ther little b one like a f ish scale , 
see , when you get a chance to do it . Well , you see , if  you can ' t  get ' em to you , 
you can ' t drive them away . That ' s  what they always s ays . And you come and j us t  
put dat bone j us t  like a li ttle f i sh s cale , drop it on ' em ,  an d  j us t  s tay like 
you never s een ' em  before . You ' ll never get dis bone out yours elf . If you don ' t  
put dat fish scale on ' em ,  dat ' s  finished - dey ' s  gone and you ' ll never s ee ' em  
no more . He j us t  gone from you j us t  as free if  he never b een with you atal1 . 

(I see . If you want to keep them , you put this li ttle hook ; and if you want 
to dr ive them away , you put this fish s cale on them . )  

Yes . 
( And this is what that woman over in Suf folk did with these young b oys ? )  
Wel l , she would have these boys ket ch frogs for her . 
(Oh ! She had thos e  boys cat ch frogs f o r  her . ) 
Only lit tle boys what is b arefoo t . Woman had children b ig as me . 
( I  see . She did that though to ge t thes e other men , but she had that li ttle 

boy cat ch the frogs for her . That was her way of getting a man and sending him 
away if she didn ' t want him - g ot tired of h im . ) 

Yes . And I mean , they ain ' t been back . That is what they us ed . I don ' t know 
whether there ' s  anything els e now that she did b esides that , ' caus e I ' ve b een 
there . I ' ve gone over there in my automob ile . That ' s what he carried on back .  
[ Informant drove a clien t  over t o  Molly and that i s  what she g ave him t o  use for 

himself . ] 
(Is  she suppos ed to be a root dOator or something ? ) 
She is tha t .  
(Molly Lee? ) 
Molly Lee . 
(Is  she s till living ? )  
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Yes s ir , fur as 
( 46 7 ) , 46 6 : 5 . ] 

3099 . [Pauline 
was then working . 

I know . I have never heard of  her being dead . [Norfolk , Va . , 

lived on an is land 6 miles f rom Brunswick , Georgia , where I 
What an opportunity to have explored that marvelous coastline 

as I had done at Beaufort I But I resisted the temp ta
tion , refusing to break my rule - not to interview white 
doctors . I have two accounts of  Pauline , bo th taken from 
broken interviews . In the firs t ,  we had been talking 

PAULINE OF THE ISLAND 
WHITE DOCTOR 

about Pauline 
question .  ] 

- I am unab le to find this - and then later I ask the following 

(Are there any whi te people that work here now? ) 
[ Inf ormant returns to Pauline . ]  
She lives on Bly ' s Is land . 
(Oh l She is s till here . I don ' t want to  talk to her but I j us t  wondered . )  

[Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 201) , C400 : 7  - 2017 : 7 . ] 
� r : . e  second account of Pauline comes f rom a man who has already given us in-

formation about Doctor Buz zard - s e e  307 1 , p . 89 3 . ] 
A white woman . 
(What was her name? ) 
Miss Pauline . 
(Where does she live? ) 
She lives heah at Bly ' s  I s land , a large is land right cros s tuh de rivah on de 

road to Jacksonvi lle . 
(Oh , j us t  near Brunswick? ) 
Yes sir - s ix miles out chere [ on the road ] tuh Jacksonville . 
Well , mah mo ther done taken me out dere . Well , soon as ah got dere she set 

down an ' talk tuh me . She asked me if ah evah worked any place an '  ah tole her 
where ah worked . She asked me , "Did yo ' have any enemies round dere? " 

Ah s aid , one woman wus a cook dere an ' she wanted concernin ' me tuh have 
somepin tuh do wit her - me an ' her had tuh make beds in dis , yo ' know , to dis 
home ever ' mawnin ' together . Ah wouldn ' t  say nuthin to her . She said ah tried 
tuh play cute . She de one dat put down de s tuff at de b ack gate of dis whi te 
touris t home where we were workin ' , an ' ah s tep on it wit mah right fut gettin ' 
ovah de fence . She done put it right whar ah got ovah de fence at ever ' mawnin ' .  
Me an ' her wus de first ones dere . So  after she s een me - s ee ,  ah tried to s tep 
on mah left fut , if it done kilt me . See , af ter two y eahs an ' a half ah wus 
dried up to 135 pounds . 

She [Pauline ] tole mama tuh let me come dere an ' she would give me medicine . 
She taken sulphur , turpentine an ' some kinda cocklespur weed - cocklebur weed -
taken de cocklebur weed an ' made a medicine out o f  it . [Thr ee ingredients . ]  S o  
she made a medicine an ' ah s tarted t o  taken dat cocklebur weeds an '  sulphur an '  
turpentine . An '  tole me tuh wear three pieces of Irish potatoes - wh ite potatoes 
in each one of my shoes . So  af ter dey f igured - it came on to ' f ect mah othah 
fut an ' mah hip s , yo ' s ee , an ' ah wus dead from heah down [demonstrates ] .  

( From your hips down . ) 
Yeah , from de hips down . So af ter dat ah wore de Irish potato an ' thing an ' 

ah begin tuh git bettah . So she tole me not tuh drink no whiskey . So ah s top 
off from drinkin ' some whiskey an ' go t tuh walkin ' an ' ah put down de crutches . 
Yo '  know , ah could walk wit de walkin ' cane . Ah put down de crutches .  So ah 
beg in tuh drink whiskey at night wi t de othah boys roun ' heah . So dat throw me 
agin. Dey had tuh take me dere agin . 

Sh e tole me ah had been drinkin ' .  Well , when ah got  dere dat time , it  had 
done came up into mah shoulders heah - s ee [demons trates ] , it had me , ah 'm  daid 
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in mah left ahrm - come up mah lef t side . S o  she had tuh work fas t .  Dey had tuh 
keep me ou t dere tuh her house f o r  three days . So we had tuh pay her wit three 
pieces of si lver money - ah had tuh find three silver dollahs s omewhere . She 
charge only three do llahs - don ' t care how b ig de cas e wus - had tuh p ay her wi t 
three silver p ieces of money . Tha t concern in , de three links of chain also . 

(O f Mary - that Mary wore around her neck? ) 
[ "Dat concerning de three linked chain dat Mary wore per taining tuh de 

Bib le" - f rom his interview in INTERVI EWS . ]  
Yes s ir , dat [ represents ] three silver dollahs dat ah had tuh pay her wit . De 

firs ' time paid her wit a silver dollah , an ' af ter ah went three times , had tuh 
pay her de three silver dollahs . 

So dat ' s  de whole case of i t , until ah taken up dis las t bottle of medi cine . 
Ah didn ' t drink any mo ' an ' dey said ah wus cured of it . 

Den ah had a fren ' . He wus poison by a girl on a piece of cake . But he wus 
crowin ' lak a roos ter - j umpin ' up an ' down . An ' ah to le him concernin ' dis same 
lady - tole his mothah . An '  she taken him out dere an ' she pay her wi th three 
s i lver p ie ce of money - carried him three times . See , each time it wus a dollah . 
When she carried him de las t time , dat ' s  when she gave him some kinda medi cine 
an ' out of his throat came a frog , little small wigg le- tai l ,  li ttle small snake . 
[ Three things came out of his throat . ]  [ Informan t was a sma ll- time root doctor , 

whos e  broken-up interview I have placed in INTERVI EWS . This  quotati on from 
Brunswi ck , Ga . , (1216 ) , 20 66 : 1 . ] 

3 100 . Yo ' know when ah f irst  gone [ to him ] , he s ay ah wus poisoned . An ' mah 
mo ther an ' father befo ' dey died , ah wus ovah 27 yeahs , dey had worked on me -

dey had got a doctor yo ' know tuh cure me . De f irst doctor dey 
DOCTOR ROBINSON got , dis doctor dey say wus de one . He didn ' t do me no good -

yo ' know , he worked on me . S o  dey let dat un go an ' dey got 
another one . An '  de doctor whu t dey got fo ' me , dey say dat ' s  de one had fi�d 
it - had deviled me inside . 

An ' he seemed lak he wus goin '  he ' p me an ' ah stayed up , yo ' know , round de 
home - git so ah could b e  up an ' down . An' after ah g ot si ck ,  yo ' see ,  dey had 
tuh go an ' gi t another doctor . But ah saw dis doctor in de spirit on a Wednesday 
nigh t . De Lawd show me where a man come tuh me an ' he pull out some of  mah hair 
heah [ demonst rates ] ,  some heah , an ' ah wus . 
----(From the top of the head and from s ide of the temp les . )  

Dat ' s whut in one o f  mah dreams - on a Wednesday night ah dreamed i t .  An '  he 
come dat Sunday . Mah cous in brought him unbeknows t tuh papa dere - j es '  lak ah 
dreamed i t  on a Wednesday night . So he [doctor ] came an ' he axt him [ father ] .  
He [ father ] say , "Yes , "  he had a very sick girl heah . An ' he tole , say , "Yes . "  
[Doctor ] say , "Well , do yo ' care fo ' me tuh do anything fo '  yo '  daughter ? "  

He say , ' ry  es • " 
So he went on back tuh Jacks onville . He wus runnin ' a b ar - a barroom , but 

dis man is daid now but he h elp me . He come on back an ' one Sunday he pull out 
some hair - yo ' know , j es '  lak ah dream it , an ' tole me tuh hole mahself righ t  
ovah d e  f ire-hearth . He tole mah mother tuh g ive me s ome sulphur an ' s ome gun
powder an ' one mo l stuff [ three ingredients ] , but ah forgot . An ' j es '  hoI ' mah 
haid ovah it like dat chew know , an ' he s at it wus a spell on me . Seemed lak 
somepin wus t alkin ' tuh me lak ah wus dyin , yo ' know , all de time - b e scarry 
an ' ho t , chew know . Well , ah wus b ein ' pregnant , see . Two weeks after di s baby 
born , den dat turn out on me . So dey thought ah had hear t trouble , an ' so  de 
doctors all examine me . Dr . Kidd , he ' s buried an ' gone , he tole me , s ays , "Yo ' 
ain ' t got no heart troub l e . " He had look everywheres . I t  wus a spell on me . 

An '  so i t  went an ' went . An '  s ometimes ah couldn ' t raise dis arm . S ometime 
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ah couldn ' t  ra ise dis one . Some time ah look at cha an ' ah couldn ' t  talk .  S ome
time mah feet chew know would turn in de b ack an ' ah j es '  d rag . An ' s ometime ah 
couldn ' t  ea t , an '  s ome time ah could eat . S ome time nature couldn ' t  hold me tuh 
save her life - ah ' d  eat so much yo ' know . An ' it j e s ' keep on like dat chew 
know f or ab out a yeah , j es '  r ight down till dis man , yo ' know , worked on me an '  
got b e  bet tah . So he went tuh de no ' th an ' he tole mah father dat he ' d  tried 
whu t all tuh cure me . But , a f ter he got me up he nevah d id come back . He tole 
me he ' l l send de money bu t he ' s  de one dat worked on me - Mr . Rob ins on . He ' s  
daid . 

S o  ah keep on an ' ah come on tuh Brunswick , yo ' s ee , an '  ah s tay ovah heah an ' 
ah went in bus ine s s  an ' ah g ot married d en .  S o  dis woman - ah wus ovah on Bay 
S treet an ' this woman come an ' hit me on de shoulder . An ' when she hit me - mah 
husb and s ent me after dat meat yo ' see . An ' when ah went b ack an ' she hit me on 
de shoulder - when ah come b ack ah wus down in d e shoulder like dat , an '  ah wen t  
o n  an ' ah tole h im . S o  h e  to le mah mother an ' dem were . An' s o  every plac e ah 
moved he [ firs t  doctor ? ] send d em  wit dis poi son.  She always c laimed i t  wus a 
spell agin . Dey had i t  where i t  could [ c ome to life ] every once in a whi le . An '  
every place ah go , dis thing worries me but hit moves , see , in mah s t omach an ' 
wiggles an ' come up all in mah throat some t ime . Some time in mah f ace yo '  kin see 
i t . An' it j es '  make me f ee l  s ick . But on de young moon an ' de full moon dat d e 
time it worries me . An '  d en i t  goes into dis lef t  f oot . Yo ' see , it will w ig g le 
under d ere somet ime an ' crawl . An ' wh en it time fo 7 me t'lh work , it ' ll s t op me 
from workin ' • 

(That thing is s t ill b o ther ing you? ) 
Yassuh . 
(You weren ' t cured then? ) 

Dat ' s whut d ey say . Every once in awhile ah kin feel it . 
(D idn ' t anybody cure you ? )  
De man s ay - h e  he ' ped me up though .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1190 ) , 2010 : 3 . ] 
3101 . You know I wus boot legg in ' an ' d e  law come f urce . Dis b ad luck had 

been p�ted aroun ' de hous e to ke t ch s ome b ad luck fer me , you see , and I j is ' 
had b ad luck all de time . De law cons tan ' ly come , cons tan ' ly 

DOCTOR SMALL come . S o  I fixed s alt an ' t ' ing s down dey would tell me to , but 
dat didn ' t do no good . So den I g oes to S ' u th Car ' lina - Doctor 

Sma ll in S ' uth Car ' lina . 
(What town does he live in? )  
Florence , S ' uth Car ' lina . Doctor Small - I [J ? ] .  H .  Small . 
[For Small , a Zs o  see 307 9-3 080 , p . 89 7 . ] 

He g i t s  his cane an ' h e shake his cane up an ' tells me all dese men ' s names . 
He t ells me about Kid-eyed Reeve s [ ? ] .  

(Kid- eyed Reeves [ ? ] . )  [The liquor man who supp lied her ? ] 
He tells me who s ent ' em in der e .  An '  he gave me dis p iece of luck - j is '  

somepin he [had ] . 
(Did someone tell you ab out him be ing down there? ) 
Someone told me - someone s en t  me to h im . 
(How did he shake his cane ? )  
He had dis cane . He put somepin in dis cane . I t  was loaded - a loaded cane -

and he shake z i t  up . An '  he went on to tell me where di s cous in Ivry [ Ivy ]  is , 
an ' why mah husb and an ' I d idn ' t ag ree [b ecause ] he liked dis cous in . Whut to do 
with his cous in. I f  he got a chance he ' d ki ll ' er [wife ] - dat he wus so j ealous 
dat he wanted ' er so bad , he ' d  do any thing to harm ' er [wif e ] . Den he went on to 
tell me dat he [husb and ]  s ent de law .  An ' he named all de o fficer s  names one by 
one - ev ' ry  one of ' em name , an ' ev ' ry time he shake de cane he g ive me ano ther 



- Hoodoo - Conj ura tion - Wit chcra f t  - Roo twork - 9 2 3  

one name . 
An ' he to ld me , he said , "You take dis [piece of luck = hand ]  an ' t ' row i t  

over - he to ld me b e tween North Car ' lina , I mean S ' u th Car ' lina , an ' Ri chmond 
[ Va . ] - to t ' r ow it over in runnin ' wa ter . But I was a f raid dat i t  might go up 
agains t  de b ank [ of r iver ] or somep in by no t knowin ' dat [wher e ? ] was trave lin ' .  
So I wai ted ti ll I came home . 

(You were trave ling in an automob ile? ) 
No , I was on a train . He told me t o  throw it in de runnin ' water when de 

train pass b ut I d idn ' t take a chance on i t .  I was afraid i t  migh t lodg e  s ome
where on a b ank . So I b rought i t  back here . 

(Did you look at i t ?  Did you know what i t  was that he gave you ? )  
I tell you . I t  was somepin o n  d e  order o f  - fr ankincens e i s  one thing . You 

know he put four or five diff eren t li t tle thing s . An' he ' d  shake up his b o t tles 
an ' thing s an ' mix do s e  things toge ther . An '  when I came b ack - an ' he g ive me 
some lucky s taps [see LUCKY STAR , p . 6 07 ; 2541- 2544 , p . 70 2f . ] . 

S o  I came b ack an ' he told me de next mornin ' [ a f ter returning home ] , I get in 
mah c ar an ' I goes to a bridge an ' I named all dose men name an ' threw it [ the 
piece of luck ] o f f .  

An ' d en ,  j es '  after I threw it , I went to court . I t  was all thr ough in de 
court [ cas e was dismissed ] .  

(You say there was some thing buried for you in the f ront yard? ) 
Yeah , i t  was buried • 

. � took this up ? )  
A spiPi tuaZ taken it up . She d ig i t  up . Y ou ' re no t sup¥o s e  t o  handle ' em .  

He [Doc top Small ] sent some spiPit-man an ' he f ound i t . An then , you don ' t 
suppo se to handle [ i t ]  yourself . He d idn ' t le t me handle it - I couldn ' t put my 
hand on i t .  

(Who worked this for you ? )  
[Doc top Small may have s ent a spiPit-man t o  locate the bur ied article , but who 

dug i t  up ? ]  
I t  was a spiPitua l of L akes ide , whut lady went to s e e  at Lakes ide . 
[Wa s  she the pers on who had s ent client to Small? ] 
(A spiPi tua l ? )  
But she ' s  a fortunete ller o f  Lake s ide . She f ound i t . She told me where it 

wus an ' she come over dere an '  found i t . 
( I t  was like a ball ? ) 
[This shows I had turned o f f  my machine s omewhere , or informant had t o ld part 

of the s tory b efore recording b egan . ] 
Y eah , like a ball . I paid her to take care of it . 
(Names o f  these o f f icers , when did you call them? ) 
I ca lled all four name , an ' de las t  name I called , I t ' r ew i t  over mah lef t 

shoulder into de runnin ' wat er on de b ridge . An ' dat cas e  wus ab s o lutely dis
miss ed . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 383) , 324 : 1+85 . ]  

310 2 . [My dis covery of Z ippy Tull and George Jackson - f o rmer celebri ties of 
the high-man or witchcraf t world a long the Eas tern Sho re - I have des cr ibed in 
the INTRODUCTION .  One o f  the great s t or ies ab out her has already b een g iven -
No . 8 ,  page 5 .  For Georg e  Jackson , see page 912 . ] 

[Nicknames character i z e  the woman - " Z ippy " meaning " live ly "  and 
Z IPPY TULL "smar t , "  and "Aunt Zippy" revea ling an af f e ct ionate regard by many 

peop le . She lived a large part o f  her lif e  a mile or s o from the 
Maryland line at a place once called Drummondt own ,  near New Chur ch , Accomac 
Coun ty , Virg inia . Approximate da tes of b ir th and death wou ld be the decade of 
1830 and th e year 1900 . I have four s t or ies ab out her , each told by a dif f er ent 
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informant ; also three remed ies given by a f if th pers on . Never again would I meet 
anyone who ,  I felt ,  had actually been so near old-time workers . All ma terial , 
excep t the story by Mrs . Wi lliams , I collec ted while working the region and s tay
ing the las t few days at the old Washington Hotel in Princess Anne , Maryland . ]  

[ S tory No . 1 - recorded in my hotel dining r oom , Princess Anne , Maryland , was 
told by a former s lave 89 years old . ] 

Tha t ' s  been aboat [ about ] 70 years ago when I wus - 7 5  years ago [ 186 1 ] . I 
know dat myself , I ' m not talkin ' about whut I hear somebody say . I wus a young 
man - guess I wusn' t a young man ne ither . I called myself a young man an ' I wus 
courtin '  a gir l .  An ' some peop le lived on a fahm [farm] that didn ' t like me s o  
very we ll . I wus a very bright boy an ' very swif t at  that time . So dey begin to 
wuk [work ] on me , as I thought .  

We has an 01 ' woman named Zippy Tull , she ' s  a f ortuneteller . So  I goes down 
to Mis s  Zippy an ' I says to ' er ,  "I wan ' chew to tell my for tune . "  She knew my 
father . 

She says , "All r ight , George , "  she s ays , "take a sea t there . "  
An '  she g oes over [ the cards ] an ' I never said a word . I j is '  s it down there 

an ' lis tened at ' er e  I hadn ' t tol ' ' er nuthin atall yet . 
So she said , "George , " she said , "there ' s  a b ig dark woman , " she said , " that 

don ' t like y our mother an ' don ' t like your father - an ' she poisoned your dog . " 
Well , that wus a fact . An ' this dog d ied sort of tight anyhow. 
"Well , anyhow , "  she says , "it ' s  workin ' on you . " 
Now , I ain ' t had no mind i t  s eems to me for nuthin a tall . 
"Well , "  I said , "I  wan'  chew to do somepin for me if you kin . "  
Sh e says , "I will , if you do whut I tell you to do , "  she s ays . "I will , an ' 

farthermore , "  she says , "I ' ll make dem peop le come to you an ' ' sp lain to you dey 
done it dems elves . "  

I tol ' ' er that wus purt ty good . 
We ll , I goes to work an ' done whut she told me to  do . An '  fo ' or five days 

from that . 
(What did she tell you to do? ) 
I ain ' t exposed [ suppos ed ] to do [ tell ] this . 
[Af t er all these years the old man was reluctant to tell ! ] 
(Oh l I see . All right . )  
In fo ' or f ive days from that , I done j is '  whut she told me , an ' I done whut 

she tole me to do Saturday night . 
Aboat in two or three days f rom then , mayhaps a week - that woman hadn ' t  b een 

to my house in three years - she come there at twelve o ' clock . She don ' t  come 
in . Sh e put both hands on the door an ' s ays - my mother ' s  name wus Liddy - she 
says , "Liddy , "  she said , "if ever I g it over this , I shall never do any harm to 
nobody else while I live . "  

"Well , Caro line , "  she said , "g it over whut? " 
"Whut I ' ve done . "  
She says , "Whut have you done? "  
"Well , "  she said , "Liddy ,  I done a whole lot , I ' ve done a whole lot in my 

time , bu t , "  she says , " I ' ve done somepin now wh ich I think that I ' ve gone to my 
good scene [death ] from out side [ outs ide because her own spell had b een turned 
against her by Zippy Tull ] . She said , "I ' ll j es '  s ay to you that I ' ll never 
wi ll do nuthin else to nobody while I live , again . "  

"Well , whut have you done? " 
"Well , " she said , "I ' ll never do nuthin to nobody else  while I live . " 
Well , that woman went away ,  she went back to her home again - she went b ack 

aboat a quarter of a mile frQm me and she p ined away . 
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An '  whut I done - as that stuf f  was t ed away , she was ted away ; when that s tuf f 
wu s  all gone , she went . 

(What did she do ? Can ' t you t e l l ? ) 
Did I t e l l  what I done ? 
(No . Did she [ Z ippy ]  tell wha t  she [ the b ewit cher ] did ? )  

No , she didn ' t tell me what she done t o  me . 
(And what did you do , now? What did you g et ? ) 

We l l , I [he s t i l l  hes i tates ] - well , I done this . Sh e [ Z ippy Tul l ]  tole me 
to g i t  some new need les , p ins ,  an ' some of my own wat er - an ' I ferg i t  now the 
other t ' ing s I take , b e en s o  long . I ferg i t  the o ther odd t ' ing s that she to le 
me aboat , but s ome f ive or s ix di f f ' rent .  Bu t I know thes e new ne ed les an ' th es e 
new p ins , an ' I think some shot ; put i t  all int o a bo t tle , an ' s ome of my own 
water into the bottle , an ' dug a hole in de fahp lac e - taken up a b r i ck an ' dug 
a hole in de f ahp lace in my home . An ' I buried this b ot tle , put it down - th e 
s topp er down . 

She s ay s , "Now , when da t b o t t le leaks out - all da t s tuff d at ' s  in dat b o t tl e , 
sh e ' ll die , "  she s aid , "but she ' ll was te away da t way same as dat b o t t le . " She 
sa id , " S top it up tight , "  she said , " turn it up side down , cover it up an ' p lace 
th is b ri ck b ack on t op of i t . "  

We l l , I done that an ' bur ied i t , j es t  as she tole me , where I dug . 
(Did she die? ) 
DI E I  Why she smo thered l [Princ es s Anne , Md . , ( 1 2 7 ) , 29 : 2 . ]  
0000 . [ S tory No . 2 - came f rom Mr . J .  Shrieve (Numbers Book 83-134) , my ho tel 

manag er at Princess Anne , a man p as t  fi fty , the only wh i t e  inf ormant interviewed . 
Th e lat ter alone makes him memorab le , but a favor he a lso d id later mad e the day 
d oub ly a worthy memory (see INTRODUCTION ) .  This s t ory , No . 2 ,  is numb ered 0000 . 
b e cau s e  it is already in the text - see No . 8 , pag e 5 . ] 

3103 . [ Story No . 3 - re corded in dining room o f  my hotel a t  P r inces s Anne -
comes from Joe Do rman , No . 133 , the man who t o ld the remarkab le s t ory , POWER FROM 
DEAD PREACHER ' S  BONE , p . 28S . Ano ther s tory o f  his , ab out a wh is tling snake , has 
been los t . ]  

I know of an o ld Indian , the old Indian ' s  name was Mar cellus Gates . His wif e 
[ a  whi t e  woman ] lef t  h im ,  and he come to Miss Z ippy [Tull ] and wanted to f ind out 
all ab out this . 

She told him everything , she told him the man and all . 
He wanted to kill th is man . 
"No , "  she s ay s , " I  won ' t do that . "  
He want ed to kill this other o ld man whos e  name of - I can ' t think of h i s  name 

now . Anyhow , he wanted to ki ll ' im .  O ld man Wainwr igh t l He was a Wainwrigh t . 
So h e  want ed to kill old man Wainwr igh t . 

"We ll , no , "  she wouldn ' t  do it . "No , I don ' t do that , "  she say s . "But , "  she 
s ays , "I will f ix i t  so tha t chew kin ki ll him if you wan t . "  

"Oh y es , "  he ' d  ki ll ' im .  
So sh e told h im what to do . He was to draw h is phor to on a bran ' - new shing le ,  

j us t s o  he had h is phorto . He goes to work and draws that thing . And she to ld 
him j us t  exact ly how much p owder and shot mus t  g o  in de gun . They us ed these old 
mus cle [mu z z l e ] -loader s , then . Bu t d e  o ld man was so proud t o  git to kill ' im ,  
he over load ed his gun .  And she told h im  a c er tain distance to g i t  off . And he 
was s o  proud to g i t  to kil l t im ,  he went an ' g o t  c los eter . Unc le Mack ! That was 
his name . O ld Mack Wainwr ight . S o  he go t  c los eter . 

Thi s is a real f ac t . He shot at Uncle Ma ck on tha t  shingle . An ' h e  up s wi th 
his gun , an ' when he shot , he bus ted the shing le a l l  to thunder . 

She t o ld h im if he bus t ed i t , he wouldn ' t die . "Now , you j is t  g o t  to mark dat 
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shing l e "  - had to put one or two sho t in i t  - " i f  you do , he ' ll die ins tant ly . "  
And h e  bus t dat sh ing le a ll t o  ' p 1int ers [ splinter s ] . 
[How we ll Z ippy p rovided ag ains t her own fai1ure l ]  
Bu t Uncle Mack fell . He was digg ing up h is p o t atoes . Unc le Mack f e ll dead 

as a dead man - ker-b oom - as soon as he sho t . 
Here come d e  gi r l  a- runnin ' .  Gr andpap was ki lled - or s omep in was d e  ma t te r  

wi th h im .  S h e  d idn ' t know what was ai1in ' ' im .  S h e  knowed he fell . S omeb ody 
help h er to g i t  ' im to the hous e .  They taken Uncle Mack to the hous e .  

And he aimed d e  gun ri ght midd 1e-way o f  th is p ixs chure [ p i ctur e ] . And Uncle 
Mack wus p epp er ed . Ev ' ry sho t wus in tha t gun wus on his s tumick . 

(Al l th e sho t  tha t was in the shing le? ) 
Yes sir . 
(They h i t  him? ) 
Dat was r e ' lly de f ac t . You could s ee them li t t le bump s - looked like sh o t . 
( On hi s skin ? ) 
Y es sir - af ter h e  f ell and was takened to de hous e and his c lo thes wus 

takened o f f . They didn ' t know what wus ailing h im ,  you know - his clo the s wus 
t akened of f and everything , and they wus try in ' to work him up , you know , and 
br ing life to him . And h e  wus pepp er ed I 

(How long ag o was tha t ? )  
Well , let me s ee . I ' m ab out 6 0 . That ' s  b een 45 or 50 year ag o [before 19 36 ] . 

They wus elder ly along tha t t ime . Of cour s e , the o ld Ind ian lived unt i l  I was a 
good [ s i zed ] b oy . He lived a long t ime . I knowed him well . But I knew ' d ' ole 
man Mack . He d i ed fr om i t . 

He wus wai t in ' to hear , and when h e  hear ' d ' o le Unc le Ma ck f ell , he though t  
h e  wus d ead and he went over to s ee ab ou t it . S o  he told them what h e  done . He 
t o ld he sho t  him . "By God , "  he s ay s  [ o n  s eeing Uncle Mack ' s  s t omach ] , " tha t ' s  
wah [wher e ]  I sho t him . "  He says , " I  sho t  t o  kill h im .  Tha ' chew s ee all over 
there , that ' s  wah I sho t ' im .  He got so he never will b e  no b e t ter . "  

S o  af t er h e owned i t  all up , you know , i t was no us e to s end for no doctor . 
He t o ld ' em all wha t  he ' d  done and ev ' rything . O ld man Mack lived ab out two or 
three months . I don ' t know if he lived that long b ef o r e  he died . [Pr inces s 
Anne , Md . ,  ( 1 33 ) , 35 : 1 . ] 

3104 . [ S t ory No . 4 - recorded in Baltimore ,  Mary land , was told by Mrs . 
Williams , mo ther of my contact man J erry Wi lliams . Her d e ceas ed husb and was a 
nephew of Georg e  J acks on - see her mat erial ab out him under GEORGE JACKSON , 
p . 9 1 2f . ]  

This old lady wus named Har riet Hen ' er s on .  Why , sh e an ' my grandma were g ood 
f r i ends - supposed to b e .  An' then the ' wus another woman named Emmer [Emma ] 
Hen ' cr s o n .  An ' this woman Harriet Hen ' ers on , she d i dn ' t like this Emmer Hen ' er
son , an ' she t o ld my grandma no t to g ive her nuth in t o  eat . 

An '  my grandma j us t  shoo ed o f f , you know . She said , " Oh , I ' m gon ' a give ' er 
s omepin to eat , i f  the woman come along an ' want s omep in to eat - sur e I ' m g on ' a  
g ive ' e r  s omep in to ea t . "  

An '  this o ld woman Har riet Hen ' ers on said , "If you d o , bad lu ck will take 
af ter you ." [Thi s is c alled a bad mouth - see BAD MOUTH , p .  25 5f • ] 

An ' my grandma s ays , "Oh , I ' m no t ' f raid of no b ad luck" - j is ' like tha t 
[ imi tating her - as she says la ter , " She us ed to ta lk f unny . " ]  • 

So she g oe s  on an ' g ive� this Emmer Hen ' er s on s omep in to eat . 
So the o ld woman Har riet she f ound out . She said , "Oh , yes , "  she s aid - my 

grandma wus named Liza - "Oh , yes , "  she s aid , "Li za , y ou g ive Emmer s omep in to 
eat , did j eh ? "  

}ly gr andma said , "Yes , I did . Sh e c ome t o  the hous e an ' I g ive h er s omep in 
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to eat . "  
She said , "All right I Then you see whut happ ens . "  
So  in a - I don ' t know j us t  how long , I don ' t think i t  wus more than a month 

or s o  though b efore my grandmother taken s ick . 
Bu t at firs t , she had a close-piece - you know ,  her underwear - an ' she hanged 

it out on the bushes . In those  days that was the p lace wher e they hung clothes . 
An '  this old woman Har riet , she ' s  suppose - it  mus t have been her . But anyhow , 
she [grandmother ] f ound cut out of her close-piece [a  piece ] in the shape of a 
cof fin . An ' she takes i t  - not thinking , she takes a needle an ' s ews it [hole ] 
up an ' put s  i t  on . [By sewing up the hole she closed the cof f in l ] So I think 
ab out a month - well , it wasn ' t  mor e than a month , say a month , any way af ter 
that she taken sick .  

An ' so thi s o ld woman Harriet g oes - i t  mus t have b een her - g o t  the [ s ewed 
up ] piece or sent s omeone to g e t  it . Anyhow , she takes an ' measur es her foot
track - my grandma would us e to go barefooted off ten [ of ten] - she takes an ' 
measures her track with a s tick ,  an ' takes this p iece of  garment an ' wrap s  it  
ar ound [ stick] an ' puts i t  into the latest grave , a new grave , puts that the 
f oot  at the grave . An ' then my grandmother taken sick .  

They called i t  the Marle ' s  graves , cemetery , then - a g raveyard they called 
i t  then . That ' s  near - well , i t ' s  ab ou t f ive miles of Pocomoke [City , Maryland ] 
down near S t .  James [ a  small negro conmuni ty where I had collected by hand one 
day and evening ] .  

We ll then , she s tayed sick from Apurl until I guess Augus t mayb e .  An '  she 
crawled on her knees , she bark an ' howl like a dog - my gr andmother ,  my own 
g randmo ther [ for barking , see 7 7 5- 7 7 6 , p . 25 6 ] . She couldn ' t walk at all . An '  
her husband , my grandf ather , had to lif t  her up an ' li ft her down . An '  every
thing she eat come righ t on up . You see , they didn ' t put anything [poison ] in 
her , that wus whut wus so funny . An ' so anyhow , they couldn ' t dis cover whu t  wus 
happen . She had doctors af ter doctors - o ld Dr . Quinn , he doctored on her - an ' 
doctor , Hall wus his name - an ' Dr . McMur ray [ 1 ] but we us ed to call him Dr .  Mack , 
an ' he do ctored on ' er an '  he g ive f er up . All thos e  doctor s  give ' er up . 

S o  she said to  my grandfather - she believe in aunjuration - an ' she s aid to 
my gr andf ather , she s aid , "James , I ' m hurt . " 

An ' he said , "Well , I ' spect you are . "  
She said , "Yes , "  she s aid , "I wan ' chew to go to old Mis s "  - she us ed to talk 

funny , my g randmother did - "I wan '  chew to go to 0 1 '  Miz-ez-ez-ez-Zippy Tull o "  
We us ed to laugh at her . She [Zippy ] lived at  Drummondtown . That was in 
Virginia [a few miles away ] . I t ' s  there yet . That ' s  s omewhere near New Church . 

[Z ippy Tul1 lived at Drummondtown , near the north boundary of Accomac County , 
Virginia , on the Delmarva P eninsula - so called fr om Delaware , Maryland , Va . 
(Virginia) - between Chesapeake and De laware Bays . ] 

Then , anyhow , when he came in - ' twus that night when he drove up there . He 
got a horse f rom the lady he worked for named Miss Marle , Miss Liza Mar1e . An '  
when h e  got there an ' he opened the door , she s aid , "Ub huh , I I  she s aid , "I s ee 
whu ' chew come for , "  she said , "your wife if lying the pint of death . "  She say , 
"She hasn ' t  but three more days to live . "  An '  she says , "An ' a woman told her 
not g ive another woman somepin to eat "  - j is '  set tin ' talkin ' righ t  to l im like 
tha t - she says , "an '  she did it , an ' this woman told her b ad luck would take 
after her . "  

[The narrator in Story No . 2 says Zippy lived near Siloam , Wicomico County -
nor th of and contiguous to Worcester County . New Church and Drummondtown are in 
Accomac County , Virginia , a few miles from the Maryland line and s outhern bound
ary of Worces ter County ; these 3 adj oining counties being on the East ern Shore -
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eas t o f  Chesapeake Bay . ] 
That ' s  whut he [grandfather ] said . He said she talkin ' to ' im j es '  like I ' m 

talkin ' to  you . And she didn ' t look into any cards [ to tell his fortune ] � 
anyth ing , but j is '  told him right straight . 

She says , "An ' she ' s took a piece out of her clos e garment" - but they called 
it then , sh innny ,  you know - "ou t  o f her c los e garment an ' has wr app ed it around -
then took the measure of her foot , an '  she ' s  wrapped it  around the measure of her 
foot an ' put it at a graveyard , a new grave , "  she said , "right at the foot of a 
new grave , "  she says , "and you go there and take it  up . "  She says , "Yes , your 
wife is barkin ' an ' howl in , like a dog . "  She said , "An ' you go there an ' take 
it up , an ' then af ter you take it up , "  she says , "you wind it up , it ' s almost  to 
dust . "  She says , " I f  that piece of goods do p lainly rot , "  she says , " then your 
wife will die , "  she said , "but chew go right s traight back now , "  she said ,  " it ' s  
almost rotten , "  she says , "an '  you take i t  up an ' "  - I don ' t  know whut she told 
him to do with it , but anyhow she told him that she would do the balance , f or 
him to take it  up . 

An '  he went home he said . An ' when he f irst  got home he heard my grandma 
moanin ' an ' groanin ' an ' howlin ' like she did , an ' he goes to the hous e .  Well , 
she told him to  go to take it up b efore he got  to the house , but  he  wus so ' fraid 
she ' d  die , she wus dead , he run to the house - he couldn ' t  git  it at firs t [ on 
his f irst attempt in the graveyard ] ,  full of hurry , in such a hurry - he run to 
the hous e an ' listened at her , an ' run back in [ the graveyard ] .  An '  he triggered 
down there agin , dug down there agin , an ' he got this thing up . I t  wus the mea
sure of her foo t an ' the piece of her g arment . An '  the garment wus almos t rot . 
An '  when he go t i t  up , it come to pieces - that rotten . 

An '  af ter that my grandmother begin to gi t b etter . Af ter awhile she got wel l .  
That wus in Apurl [ she took sick )  - about Augus t that h e  g oes to Mis s Z ippy . She 
said in Sep temb er she got so she could go out an ' go to the orchard an ' git  a 
basket of apples . [ Baltimore ,  Md . , (1 39 , Mrs . Williams ) , 38 : 2 . ] 

3105 . [The following remedies come from Joshua Wilson , who said he had acted 
as runner years ago f or Zippy Tull and George Jackson - drove clients out to 
them . Even if what he says is true , I doub t him ever b eing in the confidence of 
either . What little inf ormation he  could have gathered would have b een given by 
talkative patients on the homeward j ourney . )  

Now , to take this spell of f ,  she [Zippy Tull would ) go to work you unders tand , 
she take a live chicken . She killed this live chicken and j us t  spe ld [= spli t -
from Scotland ) de head back - no matters war ' s  [where is ) i t  at , she banished 
[bandaged ) this live Chicken right to the p lace , right war this poison aunjupa
tion were , and let that chicken die she banished wi th . And she ' d  take that 
chicken away from i t ,  the chicken got all that poison ; chicken dc�e turnt -
sometimes she turnt black and some [ times ) green , depends what kind of s tuff you 
[ spellthr ower ] put on . So she takes this chicken - after she takes this chicken 
from this woman [victim) , she carry it to the running s tream , s ent it wid de wind 
and tide , fer [ far ] as de wind and tide will carry i t .  And that woman [ spell
thrower ) has got to go away from that p lace , she mus t  dri ft like de tide and 
wind , drift away like dat chicken . She can ' t s t ay no more . This woman [patient ) 
will come all right , and this woman [spell- thrower ) been drif tin ' ,  galloppin ' 
around , until she ' d  have to leave the whole neighborhood , j is '  can ' t s tay . 
[Princess Anne , Md . , ( 1 30) , 32 : 1 . ] 

3106 . All she [Zippy Tull ] wanted was the photograph . She could take this 
photograph , an ' she had a regular little gun , she put it  [photograph ] up , she 
get huh quicksi lver [either ( 1) tin foil , sometimes called si lver papep , a sub
stitute f or silver bullet , or ( 2) silver from the backing of a mirror ] , stee l 
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dus ' ,  an '  she ' d  shoo t this pitchure full o f  holes an ' tell you to take this 
pi tchur e - you bring her firs ' thing , this goes wi th a red b rick , a r igh t b ran ' 
new brick never b een us ed . She ' d  have you go to work an ' writ e  this party ' s  name 
on this new b ri ck .  You take this pi tchure , this new b rick , go to th e graveyar d ,  
you b ury that cros sways [ the p i cture and brick cros s ing each o th er ] on a man ' s 
b rea s t , an ' i t  wouldn ' t be many day s  b efore you commenced to lingah . I f  somep in 
wouldn ' t  change , you never g o t  bet ter unles s  that wus moved . Now , she called 
that s low death. An '  it wus s low death , too l [Pr inces s Anne , Md . ,  ( 130 ) , 33 : 1 . ] 

3107 . If sh e ' d  [ some woman had ] gone away from you ,  she ' d  [ Z ippy Tu ll would ] 
tell you , "Bring me the righ t sh oe an '  the las t track she made of goin ' from 
home" - take the dir t f rom tha t  track goin ' from home , an ' her righ t sh oe , an ' 
b ring i t  t o  her .  She ' d  take thi s shoe , she dressed this shoe an ' h ad this shoe -
you s ee , the toe wus goin ' f rom the hous e , she ' d  have you to bury it , the toe 
goin ' to de hous e ; the shoe , yo u change it r ight around . She put that [ track ]  
in the shoe . An '  in nine d ay ' s  t ime she ' d  tell you sh e ' d  [b e ]  there , she come 
very near b e in '  there . [ Princes s  Anne , Md . , ( 130) , 33 : 2 . ] 

310 8 .  Mah exper ience [as a docto� ] come from aole man wh i ch used t uh  b e  mah 
mothah ' s  cous in - called him Unc le Tom , a very good man . 

UNCLE TOM WILLIAMS 
CUNJURE-MAN 
SPIRITUAL HERB DOCTOR 

(Here in town? ) 
No , he ' s  [he was ] up near - ' tween heah an ' Macon , heah . 
He ' s  a aunju�e-man. 
An '  s o  when ah wus a kid he don ' like me . So , he a lways 
want me tuh g o  stay wit him .  Well , yo ' know , qui te nat

ura l ly , a boy in town don ' t wanta go s tay in de c ountry . Y o ' cain ' t see no auto
mob i le , nobody tuh p lay wi th , so on - ah didn ' t wanta go out dere . S o , fus t  an ' 
las t , mah mothah carried me out dere . So he had a ole mule out dere an ' de mule 
wus pretty t ame an ' let me - lak a j ockey lak . So he le t me p lay wi t de mule an ' 
s o  ah got a-likin ' de mule an ' so quite na turally ah liked him . S o  he tuk us 
back home in de buggy an ' let me drive de mu le . Well now , when ah got home , well 
ah s t i ll wants tuh fo llow de mule b ack . An ' s o  mah mothah wun ' t  le t me g o  d at 
t ime . S o ,  afterward , we ll , she made up her mind to le t me go out der e . 

S o , ah r eckon , ah wus ' b ou t  de ag e den of ab out thirteen yeah s  ole , but ah 
didn ' t  know thet he could d o  these things , yo ' know . D ey nevah have acc es s ed me 
into i t , see . So ah s e ed dif f ' rent p eoples c ome dere an ' s ee h im , an '  he ' d  tak e  
dem i n  d e  room .  S o  ah wanta know whut dey wus doin ' dere . Well , h e  take ' em  in 
dere an ' ah wus ' b out de age den ah reckon ab out thir te en yeahs ole . An ' so as 
de peop les be in der e ,  yo ' know , an ' so ah say , "We ll , ah ' ll axe him . " 

He s ay s , "Well , s on , ah kin do mos t  any th in , . "  Said , "Yo ' , ah lak , an ' ah 
know s omeday ah g o tta - ah ' m  gon i a die . "  Says , "When ah die ah wanta leave s ome
b ody could do de same thing s f o r peop les j es t  lak ah do , b ecause peoples need tuh 
know how tuh he ' p  peop le s . "  

(What did the peop le call him - a �oot docto� or wha t ?  What did they call 
him? ) [He had already s aid cunjUPe-man . ]  

We ll , he wus a spiPitua l he�b docto� , yeah . In othah word s , i f  yo ' re s i ck wit 
any thing yo '  want s t uh  know , he could tell yo ' .  An ' when he come tuh see yo ' -
say , f o ' instance , if mah mothah wus sick .  Af ter ah went out there wi t him 
awhile mah mothah wus s i ck d e  s ame as ah wus tellin ' j es t  ' while ag o .  

[He repeats the s tory for me . ] 
Well , a wumman wus goin ' wit mah dad - well , she liked mah dad . She laked mah 

daddy an ' s o  mah mothah she got sick den , an ' she made up her mind tuh g o  see 
Uncle Tom . Caus e , see why , she had a mind o f  goin ' tuh de rivah all de time . 
But she made up her mind - g ot enough s ens e , yo ' know , mah dad did , tuh go gi t 
Unc le Tom . See , he wus our cous in but everybody called him Uncle Tom . An ' s o 
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he went dere an ' g o t  him . Uncle Tom come dere an ' looked at her an ' s aid , I�es , 
dey got chew , S ally" - j es '  lak da t , said , "but i f  God s ays so , ah ' ll cure yor:" 

An '  so he g ived her some medicine , s ee .  Well , after he g ive her de medicine , 
he t o ld her , well , says , "Now , tomor row be tween nine an ' twelve , dat woman wil l  
come i n  an ' g ive yo ' a cake an ' g oin ' axe yo ' tuh eat it , but don ' t chew eat it , 
don ' t chew eat d at cake . "  Say s , "Yo ' save i t  t ill ah come . " 

Well , qui t e  naturally , ah wus a kid an ' ah wus 100kin ' right on ' cau s e  ah 
loved mah mo th ah , an ' ah wanta know whut goin ' c ome up , s ee .  

Wel l , then af ter that - well , h e  lef t .  Sure ' nuf f d e  woman brough t d e  cake . 
Well , ah wus s o mad dat ah wants tuh kill her , s ee .  S o  ah carried de cake den 
an ' put it in de s af e .  Yo '  know , we had s omep in 1ak - not a saf e ,  b ut somep in 
wit a s creen t o  i t  lak s creen wir e an ' i t  had a lock to i t .  We l l , ah put i t  in 
dere an '  locked i t  up . 

An ' so when Unc le Tom come why he looked at de cake an ' he took an ' divided 
i t  1ak da t [ demons trates ] an ' made a f iah an ' held i t  ovah dere an ' i t  burnt . 
An '  as it burned it g ive ou t b lue smoke , an ' he says , "If Sally et [ at e ]  dis , 
yore Uncle Tom c ouldn ' t do nuthin wi t chew . " He s ays , "God s ays s o , ah have yo ' 
walk in ' • " An ' so , qui te na tura l ,  a f t er dat he did have her wa1kin ' . 

[ B lue smoke or co lored lights is a common trick when doctor b urns any cunjure 
article . ] 

An '  s o , evah s ince then ah sor t a  b elieved in h im ,  an ' ah went out dere an ' 
from time tuh t ime h e  learnt [me ] dif f ' rent th ings . But s ome time he pract i ce wi t 
me ovah a week or mayb e 10ngah on one thing an ' try tuh g i t  i t perf e c t . An ' s o  
dat ' s  de way ah come tuh [ b e  a root doctor] . 

( I s  he dead now? ) 
N o , he le ft there an ' wen t tuh J acks onvi lle . 
(What was hi s name ? )  

T om Williams . 
( Up near Ma con? ) 
No , Jacksonville , Florida . 
(No , I mean wh er e did he live there? ) [ In Georg ia . ]  

No , he lived at a p lac e out f r om  where ah lived - out f r om Wa lly [ Lollie ? ] . 
( O u t  f r om Wal ly . The reason I ask about that Wil liams , there ' s  a f e llow 

named . )  [ Eviden tly I had heard of another Wil liams . I also s top the mach ine . ]  
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 7 6 ) , 2167 : 5- 2168 : 6 . ] 

3109 . Well , mah f a thah back in 19 0 4  - dat ' s  b een a long time ag o ,  yo ' know , 
19 04 . Fo ' me d ' rec t ly ah have nevah had a thing like dat workin ' fo '  me , but 
mah f athah hired a man like dat wh en ah was a b oy - ah '  s 48 yeahs o ld now . An '  

DOCTOR WILSON 
HIRED BY THE YEAH 

in dose days , along 190 4 ,  mah fathah was - we had bought a 
track [ tract ] ot land but it wasn ' t zact ly in cult ivat ion , 
so he had t o  r ent s ome land from a nearby neighb or . An ' s o  
de man d a t  h e  rent de land f r om  didn ' t have su ff icient f ence 

around de land . Ah goin ' tell yo ' ab out dis hoodoo business . 
So dis man didn ' t have suf f i cien t  f ence ar oun ' de lan ' f o ' tuh keep de s t o ck 

ou ta de proper ty , yo ' know , whi ch he had corn cr op in der e . S ee , d e  c ows an ' 
all went in an ' des troyed de crop . Well , a f t er de crop was des troy ed den h e  
wanted mah f athah s t ill tUb pay ren t  f or d e  land , s ee .  

S o  he wanted him tuh pay rent on de land . Wel l , ah didn ' t know - ah was at 
dat t ime ' bout thir teen or f o ' t een yeahs ole - ah didn ' t know anything , s uch a 
th ing as a hoodoo man unt il den . We ll , a l l  righ t , mah f athah didn ' t p ay i t  an ' 
s o  he off ered tuh put him in lawsuit ' b out de land - ' b out de crop ,  paying de 
rent on de land . But dey couldn ' t  win be caus e dey wasn ' t no law on de land , on 
d e  s tock eatin ' up a man crop an ' make him pay r ent - in �em day s i t  wasn ' t ,  s e e .  
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Well , all right , den d e  ole man - w e  had our fence coup le up t o  him like d is , 
see . An '  dis ole man ,  then he divided de fence away from our fathah ' s ,  from mah 
f athah ' s  crop and dat j es ' put ' im in de same - he have [ t o ]  run de fence line 
in dere . 

In de meantime b efo ' all dis harmness [harm ] was ovah , to keep de s tock from 
eatin ' up whut  crops he had on his new land - we had j es t  recently bough t  80 
acres of land , an ' den ah found out dat mah fathah was dealin ' with a hoodoo man . 
Ah was comin ' f rom in de direction dis farm was an ' ah met a man comin ' cros t 
over de hill wi t a s tick in his hand - see , a li ttle s tick in his hand . Had on 
a ves t  - it long about - an '  ah guess it was a mocass in flowah on it . I t  was 
Octob ah - guess it was - an ' he asked me whah did dis man live . So ah tole l im 
whar he lived . Well , ah didn ' t  know who de man was . 

(He asked where your father lived? ) 
No s ir ,  he had been to mah fathah ' s house an ' pas s in ' on dere an ' asked me 

whah did dis man live . An ' so ah wasn ' t  very fur f rom whar he lived at an ' ah 
tole ' im ' bout whar he lived . Dis ole man [not the hoodoo , but landlord ] had a 
gray horse - but ah ' m  ' head of de  story . 

. 

S o  ah went on b ack home and ah tell ' em  ah met a ole man on de hill tha t asked 
me whar mah f athah [ father ' s  landlord ] lived , an ' mah mothah tole me den ,  she 
said , "Well ,  dat ' s  de ole man , ole man [somebody ] , "  she s ay ,  "he ' s b een workin ' 
fo ' yo ' daddy a long time . "  She say , "He ' s  gone tuh s ee ' b out all dis foolish
ness . He ' s  been workin ' fo ' yore fathah fo ' years - he got him hired by de 
yeah . "  An ' he went up dere an ' - ah mus t  t ell yo ' de truth - in ' b out three 
months from dat , dat ole man los t de horse an ' dey leave . Dey j es '  moved away 
fr om de place . An ' his son move in on dis place . Den de son s tayed awhile an ' 
he had to move away , an ' no one evah lives on da t  place .  I t  ab solutely was know 
it was done through Doctor Wilson , a hoodoo man .  

Well , any troub le o r  disas ter mah f athah got in , h e  come tuh h i s  rescue . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 6 ) , 1610 : 4 . ] 



END OF VOLUME ONE 
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INTERVIEWS 

MY CONVERSATIONS WITH DOCTORS 

[My primary purpose  up to this  point has been to show the layman ' s  attitude 
towards the STRANGE WORLD of page one and the persons who claim to control it -
the doctors. Now , in the following INTERVIEWS , we will hear these profes sional 
practitioners exp lain their b eliefs and works - how they have mas tered a STRANGE 
WORLD. The diversity among these men and women calling themselves gifted is  
amazing ; no two of  them b eing alike in person or performance . Since I know few 
doctors by name , I have tried to find in their remarks or actions suitab le 
labels to s erve as titles . Also to characterize them , I have quoted one or more 
of their saying s after the title . ] 

MY FIRST DOCTOR 

I'M A SHIEL' MAN 
NOTHIN' "HUJ?r" ME BUT A LICK 

A BRICKBAT - A PISTOL - OR A KNIFE 

I TAKE A DECK OF CARDS AN' TELL ANYBODY 
MORE 'AN THEY WAN' A KNOW 

I KIN WALK ALONG DE STREET AN' LOOK AT A PERSON 
AN' TELL W 'UTHER THEY' S "HURT" OR NOT 

I'M YOUR BLACK JESUS 

RICHMOND , VIRGINIA 

[ I  interviewed 3 71  persons b efore I found this man , informant 372 , my first  
doctor in the flesh . The s tory of our meeting and the 4 phonograph records made 
later of our conversation I have told in the INTRODUCTION . The 8 sides of these 
records exp lain the bracketed directions in the text - such as  [Side one begins] . 
His material is  on cylinders 30 7-316 . ] 

Well , say fer a ins tant [ instance ] that if you an ' I had had some disagree
ab lenes s about s tock - your chickens or something . Well , might prob 'bly now you 
gon ' a  have me uh indicted fer it . I wants to go down to court . I ' m gon ' a  put 
choo in the hole now - accident ' lly [=incidentally? = let ' s  j us t  say ] that I ' m 
du� to be  indicted . Well now , here I ' m goin ' down to court . Before I go to 
court , you know whut I ' m gon ' a  do? I ' m goin ' in the swamp , git  me some man 
conker. An '  I git  me a little piece of man conker, which [= because ]  I goes 
shie l' [shield= protected agains t conj uration ] . 

[Side one begins] 
I ' m a shie l' manl I ' m a shie l' manl I goes shie l'l I don ' bah [bar ] nobody , 
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no way - law , judg e or nobody . Nuthin hurt me but a lick , a brickb at , pis tol or 
a knife . 

(I  see . ) 
See - becaus e I goes shiel'. I goes ev ' ry day o f  mah life b ecaus e on account  

of mah enemies . 
(Uhuh . I see . ) 
An ' I goes in the swamps an ' I gits mah ' erb s .  I know w ' a '  to go in [for ] . 
I goes in ole fiel ' s  [ f ields ] an ' g i t  mah ' erb s .  
( I  see . ) 
I know w ' a '  to go an ' g i t . 
[Here he showed his shield - nine articles wrapped up in a very d irty hand-

kerchief . ]  
(Oh yes . Uhuh . You keep those wrapped up in a handkerchief . )  
I keeps these with me . 
(Uhuh . )  
The ' re suppose to be  in a bottle . I dropped mah b o ttle an ' broke i t .  Those 

[ ar e ]  dif f ' rent kind of ' erb s .  
[Bot tle ins tead of b ag shows that the contents of this hand were cons tantly 

kep t moist , that is fed in a liquid (p . S78) - here , a perfume . ]  
(What ' s  the round thing? ) 
This here? 
(Yes . )  
That ' s  a Jeruzlum bean. 
(Jerusalem bean.) 
Yes s ir .  
(Uhuh . ) 
That ' s  for luck in gamb lin ' . 
(I see . ) 
This is a devil-shoes tr ing . 
( Devil ' s-shoestring . )  
That ' s  a p iece of High John the Conker. 
(High John the Conquer.) 
That ' s  a piece of b loodroo t .  
(Bloodroot . ) 
Yes s ir .  
This here ' s  a Samson [ or Sampson - sometimes called Sampson snakeroot ] . 
(Scunson.) 
Scunson 
This here ' s  the bub [bulb ] off of w ' a '  choo call the live-an'-everlastin'. 
(Life-ever las ting . )  [His live pronounced lyve.] 
Yes s ir .  
Now , this here right here . See w ' a '  this is right here? You see that little 

small piece? 
(Uhuh . ) 
Why that ' s  a little p iece of w ' a ' s [what is ] called devil's-bit. 
(Devil '  s what? ) 
Devil' s-bit. 

That ' s  a roo t .  
(Bit? ) • 
Devil' s-bi t. 
I ' ve got over nine diff ' ren '  [different ] ' erb s in here . 
(Uhuh . )  
Now , I ' ll git  nine differn ' ' erb s that 

daily . [Side one will continue later.] 
I have . You see I cares [carries ] th is 
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You kin smell the perfume on ' em . I cares this daily - cares it  on me . That 
is I had it  j es '  because I was comin ' up here [to s ee you ] because there ' s  mah 
fish an ' mah reels an ' ev ' rything right there . I ' ve got about s ixteen pounds of 
fish hang in ' on the porch out there neigh mah fishin ' tackle . Tha ' s  the reason 
why I ' m not - didn ' t make no change [ o f  clothing ] . 

Well now , I kin take this f er ' n  [for an ] ins tant [ ins tance ] .  Well , I ' ve got 
a bootlegg in ' j o int . The law comin ' - I g et a tip-off the law comin ' mah house . 
I got  liquor in mah hous e .  The law walk in here . 

"Well , w ' a ' s  [what ' s ] goin '  on here , Lindsay ? "  
"Good mornin ' , Cap ' ain [Captain] . "  
"W ' a ' s goin ' on here ? "  
"Not a thing . "  
"I ' ve got a search warrant . "  
"Well , all you got to do is to s earch , Cap ' ain , if you got it  - I can ' t help 

you find it , I can ' t hinder you from sear chin ' • " 
Why , he ' s  gon ' a s earch . Well , when he enters in here - soon as he g its the 

center of mah house to search , he ' ll find his eyes is scattered . You know why? 
(No . ) 
Well s ir , because I keep mah red peppah burnin ' an ' mah sulphah an ' mah ole 

shoes ' soles . An '  I keeps mah ' ead [head ] on [ al l ]  perfumed an ' keeps it , mah 
hous e ,  decorated [dPessed] . [This is probab ly my only example of the term 
decorated. ] All right . 

Say fer ' n  ins tant - if a fellah comin ' in here now an ' he wants to put hard 
luck on me . Ev ' ry mornin ' s  when I gits up - I do ' s  this now at mah home when I 
g its up a '  mah howe in the mornin ' s .  When I arise , I arise in the mornin ' s  at 
five o ' clock , s even o ' clock , you come to mah hous e , mah house done b een swep ' 
up , mah red peppah an ' salt an ' sulphah done been spr inkled roun ' . Well now , if 
you got anything to drop down in there , it don ' t take no ' feet on me. No s ir , 
that don ' t take ' feet on me at all . No s ir .  An ' in other words that I was gon ' a 
say again , I g ets out ev ' ry mornin ' , walks roun ' mah doorstep - de [dere = there ] 
s ich a thing as a man kin walk in your hous e ,  if he can ' t git  chore hair or he 
can ' t git  chore [foo t ]  track , an ' if he git mah track it  don ' t take affect . You 
know why? 

(No . )  
I dresses mah shoes I wear 

on me . I dFessed mah track -
How I keep mah shoes dFessed? 
an ' sulphah , see . 

on mah feet . W ' a '  I walk over don ' t take no ' feet 
mah shoes are dFessed , it don ' t take no ' feet . 

Keep mah shoes full of good red peppah an ' salt 

Keep mah good mole [old ]  High John the Conker in mah pocki t [pocket ] .  If I 
go to a man [man ' s ]  house - I think he ' s  mah enemy - I got  a little piece [of ] 
that in mah mouth chewin ' on it . Spit  in mah hand b efore I put mah hand on his 
door knob [see Door knob in Index ] .  I f  I vis it anybody ' s  house - I don ' t care 
where it is , even out to mah sweetheart - ' at ' s [ that is ] the reason why , you 
see , I keeps it handy . I put a piece of it in mah mouth an ' chews on it all the 
time . I kin even dr ink anything . 

I ' m workin ' on a case right here , now - 119 1/2 Wes t Lee Street . An old man , 
7 4  years old , he lives in a house wi th a fe llah that ' s  all the time putting s tuff 
d� an ' he g et so that he couldn ' t git up , an ' when he help ed him up he couldn ' t 
s tan '  up . He couldn ' t even now hold his water . He ' s  j is '  the same as a newborn 
b aby . An '  so he told me - he called me - Fletcher Powers is his name - h e  tole 
me . 

I says , "Well , I ' m gon ' a g et up an ' s ee you , "  I says , "an '  I ' m comin ' roun ' 
here to bathe your f eet . I ' ll bathe your f eet , "  I says , "an ' dPess this hous e , "  
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I says , "an '  when I d.Pess this house ," I says , "if it ' s  true ," I says , "you will 
have no troub le . "  

An ' I goes t o  work. I goes down to the drug store an ' gits  me a box of 
sulphur , goes to the s tore [grocery ] an ' gits me a box of  cayenne peppah an ' 
some salt brian . I goes out on the hill . 

(What? ) 
Fresh fish salt brian [ fresh (= unused) brine from salted fish ] . Gets me 

hot ter [bottle ] of vinegar . I goes out dere on the hill an ' fields an ' I digs 
mah ' erb s .  I goes on back an ' boils ' em ,  s trip zim [ s trips ' im ]  off , bathe zim 
from his knees on down .  

(What sort o f  herbs ? )  
Whut did I get?  Runnin' brieP an ' pokeberry [poke or pokeweed ] root . An ' 

he ' s  up walkin ' an ' goin '  all up yonder on the railroad track now , pickin ' up 
coal ev ' ry mornin ' of his life . 

[Theoreti cally , large lumps of  coal fall from an overloaded tender of  a s team 
engine or smaller lumps from coal cars of a freight or coal train; actually , 
human hands usually assis ted the coal . Any walking along tracks was illegal . ]  

An ' after no sooner ' an [than ]  I got ' im up , the prior [proprietor ] told ' im 
he wanted his room - he couldn ' t  rent it no longer . An ' told ' im he wanted ' im 
keep me away from there . He [proprietor ] was goin ' to these here so-said-to-be 
aunjuPes an ' gettin ' dus' [dust] an ' s tuf f , an ' I found s tuff ' tween the mat
tresses [while ] he [proprietor ] out at work . So after I cut mah cards an ' find 
out where de s tuff was , why I went on an ' get it . 

(What do you mean autting youP aa:rods?) 
Cuttin ' mah cards ? Run a deck of cards . I kin run a deck of cards an ' tell 

anything I want to know . Yes sir . 
(What did you want to find out ? )  
Find out where h e  had i t  put . 

[Side one aontinues. ] 
Now lis ten . I wan ' a  tell yah . I take a deck of cards an ' tell anybody more 

than they wan ' a  know . Not only take a deck of cards , I kin take a cup an ' tell 
anybody more than they wants to  know . 

( I  see . ) 
See . 
(Uhuh . ) 
I ' m out of a family - I ' m a s on of a mother that could even down-te Z Z  [out

tell ]  you - she walk in h
.
ere an ' call your name , tell you where you live

·
, tell 

you the numb er of your house , how many children you had , whether your wife  was 
livin ' or not , w ' a '  kin ' a  hair she had , how old she was , w ' a '  her name is . 
That ' s the kin ' a mother I had . [Side one wi Z Z  aontinue ZateP . ]  

(Where did she live? ) 
Greensboro , South Carolina . That ' s  where I come from .  I come from there 

where it [Poot WoPking and allied practices ] is known to be the very bes t  dey 
is goin ' . Yes sir , yes sir . 

[Side one aontinues. ]  
An ' I don ' t care w ' a '  kin ' a  spell ' s  on a person or how a person is sufferin ' , 

I kin walk in the house , I ' ll be  in the house five minutes - not only that , I 
don ' haft , I don ' t har ' ly even , don ' haf to ast a person .  I kin walk along the 
s treet an ' 1bok at a person an ' tell w ' uther they ' s  huPt or not . 

(Uhuh . Is  there anything about their appearance , their face or anything 
that . )  

Well , I t ell yuh .  A person of that kind kin see it . 
(Oh , I see . [You ] see it . )  
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Yes s ir .  
A person of that kind kin see it - a person of , like myself . You see . 
(I  see . ) 
I knows , you see . 
(Uhuh . I see . ) 

937 

I knows . An' then on top of my knowin ' ,  I know whut to do to break it  up 
[End of side one.] - whut to cure it . [The last four words are on the cylinder 
but not on the record . ]  

An' then on top of that [ there is ] sich a things as they call this here 
witch'ry. You b elieve in witch'�? 

(I ' ve heard about it but I doD:t know . I have never had any experience . I 
don ' t know whether to b elieve in it or not . ) 

[This was about the best answer I could have g iven to his difficult question . 
If I had answered , "You b elieve in witchery , therefore it  exists for you ; but I 
do not b elieve in witchery , therefore it does not exist  for me , except in that it 
exists for you" - if I had so  answered , would his s econd ques tion have followed? ]  

Well , did [do ] you b elieve in there [ is ]  sich a thing as a witch?  
(Well , I don ' t  know . ) 
Well , there is sich a thing as a wit ch .  
(There ' re the things that ride you , aren ' t they ? )  
Yes s ir .  
(How do you keep them from riding you? ) 
Well , you kin take a pair of s cissors an ' put underneath your head or  you kin 

take a new piece of lumber an ' put it  underneath your head [ the latter being 
unusual ] .  

(What are these witches ? )  
Well , I ' ll tell you .  A witch is a person that has sold hers elf to  the devil 

an ' he comes in a spirishal [ spiritual ] way . See , j is '  like you has got your 
mind on a home wheresomever you live , you worry about your parents , your people , 
your brother or your fa ther or your wif e  or your sweetheart or your mother or 
your daughter an ' they res t upon you - in your mind - why it ' s  quite nach ' al 
[natural ] fer something to  have happened to  ' em  an ' directly they f eel it . You 
kin feel it . You see , you kin feel the burdens of it . Well , the same way with 
a person dat ' s  so deeply into anything an ' ' twill follow 'em in their sleep . 
Have you read any such or in your travels ? Haven ' t  you already see [seen ]  the 
future out of your work in your s leep? 

[Side two begins. ] 
Well , that ' s  the way that is . So  then , on top of b eing so  interes ted in it , 

s elf confidence is the b est  of all . Self conf ident . 
I walks in a house - if I had someone to s end I would go an ' say - I could 

send fo ' ' er .  I walked in a house up here on Catherine Street in thirty-five 
[ 1935 ]  dat people had come from Petersburg [Virg inia ] over here that wus suppose 
to b e  root doctors - it ' s  no better than Florence Turner . Dr . E. Turner ou '  
chere [ out here ] wus her doctor. He walked in the hous e - she ' d  taken sick .  He 
walked in the house an ' ast that [whether ] she had caused her little b oy to call 
' im .  

He said , "Florence , "  said , "w ' a ' s  the mattah ? "  
• She says , " I  don ' t  know , doctor , "  she says , "I'm so  sick I don ' t  know w '  a '  to 

do . "  
The doctor looked at ' er .  He ques tion ' er an ' all . 
He says , "I think you ' ve g ot broken-down nerves . "  
I saw Florence ' s  sickness that night - she got  up f ive o ' clock an ' went out 

with a friend of hers . 
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(What was really wrong with her ? )  
Well , I ' ll tell yuh - an ' so  I ' us a t  mah home . I gets  up the nex ' mornin ' , 

a t  dub breakvus t tab le ,  an ' tole mah [ female ] fr ien ' w ' a '  I s eed in mah s leep .  
I says , "An' tell Florence when she come to don ' t g o out with" - I s aid , 

" tell Florence when she gets up to don ' t go out with . " 
She said , "Florence an ' Henry are gone out . "  She s aid dat Florence an ' Henry 

lef ' here at five o ' clock this mornin ' . 
I said , "Well , j es '  as sure as God ' s  s till in heaven , "  I s aid , "Florence is 

gon ' a  git ' er dose." Den , I went on mah j ob at work in the coalyard . 
They brough t her in home nine o ' c lock d&t mornin ' uncons cious . 
I came in [af ter work ] to mah supper . She wus Po l Zin' to me . I walks in the 

room - Dr . Turner ' ll tell yuh the same thing - I  walked in the room an ' tol ' ' em ,  
I s ays , "Doc tor , "  I says , "there ain ' t no need of writin ' Florence no ' scrip tion . 
Florence is poison. " 

The doc tor turn aroun ' to me , j is ' like this here , says , "How do you know? " 
I said , " I  saw it  las t nigh t . "  
[This is my only examp le of a dbctoP and doctor confront ing each other. I t  

happens i n  the pres ence o f  the doc tor ' s  patient! ] 
I.s it right down s ide de bed [ aping the doc tor ] an ' tole huh [her ] , ev ' ry

where day ' d  went - I ' s  mah hous e ' s leep in b ed - tole her whut kin ' a  woman serve 
de tab le ,  how she set , where an ' how the g lasses wus . 

She said , "Well , God knows , you shore mus t ' a  seen somep in , "  she s aid , "cuz 
God knows , "  she said , "it ' s  true . " 

I said , "Well , all right , "  I said , "now sen '  an ' g i t  him ,  s en '  an ' git chore 
frien ' down here on Secon ' an ' Canal - South Secon ' S treet . "  

She sent an ' got ' im .  
When h e  come in - h e  wus ab out an hour comin ' - h e  come in , h e  s aid , 

"Florence , whut ' s  the mat tah ? "  
She says , "I ' m  sick . " 
He said , "Uh , "  h e  said , "anyth ing that I kin do? " 
She says , "No . "  She says , "I  go t  some med icine , a ' s crip tion here , "  she s ay ,  

"you got any money to f il l  i t ? "  
He say ,  "I ' ll g i t  some . " 
He g its in the car an ' goes to the bank an ' g i t s  money , come b ack , f ill the 

' s cription . He [doctor ] g ives ' er a dose  of that medicine an ' made it wors er . 
[End of side t?uo. ] 

[Side thpee begins.] 
I tole ' im ,  I says , "Don ' t give ' er no more med icine , "  I says , "I ' ll take ' er 

cas e � mah ownself . "  
Sh€( s righ t over here on Catherine S treet - I mean on Williams S treet , in ten

hunderd b lock .  She ' ll tell you the same words tonigh t .  I kin go an ' call ' er up 
out of  ' er b ed . Ev ' ryb ody roun ' there tell you who caus e her to b e  livin ' today. 

I went an ' got mah s tuff an ' fixed it for ' er an ' I got gPOun' puppies out of 
' er .  I got things out of ' er looked like fish lice . You ever s ee f ish lice? 

(Yes . )  
Made mah tea from mah punnin'-bPieP roo t . Go t mah grain [green ] gourd seed -

guts out of  a grain gourd . Went up here on Windsors [ ? ] Farm , paid s eventy-five 
cent fo ' one quar t of b lack-cow milk - milk wh iles t it ' s  hot . Brough t i t  b ack 
an ' g ive it4to ' er ,  after I g ive ' er d ' o ther medicine . An' she j is '  as helples s 
as a newb orn baby , couldn ' t  raise her han ' , an ' wus s cared to death , s cramb lin ' , 
tryin ' to git  out de bed . Think ah ' m  tellin ' a lie? Ah ' ll g i t  me a car and 
drive ovah dere an ' prove it to you . 

There ' s  ano ther fellah live righ t chere on Moore S treet below me - us e to , he 
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don ' t  live there now - call ' im John Ham. John Ham , whut been sick ,  claimed to 
have the rheumatism . Him an '  his aunt had spent ovah three-hunderd dollahs on 
1im. So I tole 1im , I said , one day out dere I said , "John Ham , "  I said , "there 
ain ' t a thing in the worl ' "  - he ' s  showin ' me ab out his leg - I say ,  " they ain ' t  
a thing in the worl ' but some of your womenf olks have put a spell on you . " 

He said , "Look , don '  choo know I done been all down South [where the good 
doators are ] . "  He said , "You believe in that mess ? "  

I said , "I b oun ' to b elieve in that mess  when I do ' s  that mes s. " I said , "I 
kin cure yuh. " 

He call me Lin all the time , yuh s ee. 
"Kin yuh , Lin? " 
I said , "Yeah. " 
(What did he call you? ) 
He call me Lin. 
(Lin. ) 
Mah name is Lindsay , but he call me Lin jis fo ' a short name. 
( I  see. ) 
Say , "Kin you Lin? " He said , "How much you charge me to cure me? "  
I said , " I ' ll tell you what I do. " 
He said , "What? " 
I said , " I ' ll go  here in the hills an '  git  the s tuf f an '  I ' l l make you up 

s ome tea , "  I said , "an '  I ' ll drinks a cupful of it mahs elf to show you that it ' s  
not poison , of the same tea. " I said , "I ' ll make you up a quart of this tea , 
then I '  11 g ive you a b ath three times a week. " [End of side three. ] 

[Side four begins.] 
An' when his s is tah came - I wus livin ' the third do ' from ' em  - when his 

sistah came , h e  tole ' er ab out it. 
She said , "The doctor sayed you got p lume-i tary rheumatism. " 
I said , "Well , I don ' t care whut the doctor says , " I said , " the doctah tells 

a lie. " 
--

She said , "Whutl" 
I said , "De doctah tells a lie. " 
She looked at me as hard , "Huh!" Turn aroun ' , says , "You ain ' t no damn 

doctah. " 
Dem ' s  her words - de ' s  of his sistah - said , "You ain ' t no damn doctah. " 
His mothah is name Lil. An' his aunt stand ' on the porch , she s ays , "Don ' t 

talk like that , "  say ,  "you don ' t  know who you talkin ' tub. " 
Kin ' a  1fraid of me. 
I tole 1er , "You damn right , choo don ' t know to who you are t alking. " I said , 

"Bein ' s t  you don ' t - bein ' s t I ' m no damn doctah , "  I said , "if Lil says for me to 
cure ' im , "  I says , "I ' ll cure ' im , "  I said , "an '  prove to you tha ' I - tha ' choo 
don ' t  know whut choo talkin ' ab out. " 

Lil said , "Well , Lindsay , "  says , " if John Ham wan ' choo to try an '  cure him , "  
said , "you can ' t do ' im  no more harm than w ' at he is , "  said , "cause h e  can ' t  eat 
nuthin , ev ' rything he eats comes b ack on ' im ,  he j is '  goes crazy with his head , 
he can ' t sleep at night , an' he ' s  down on his crutches here an '  he can ' t - he ' s  
j is ' helpless to hisself , an '  I got to work. " 

• I says , "In eighteen days I '  11 have John Ham ou ' chere playin ' b all. " 
I said , "I ' m  your b lack Jesus . "  
Told ' im  j is '  like that an '  laf fed at ' im ,  patted ' im  in his chest. 
I said , " I ' m  tour b lack Jesus. " I said , "God ab ove my God an '  your God , too. " 

I said , "Well , I m your earthly J esus. " 
An' he laf f an '  he said , "Well. " 
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I said , "Sistah ,  be-ins t I ain ' t no doctah , "  I said , "come on an ' go with me . "  
"I ain ' t goin '  with you nowhere . "  
Lil said , ' 'Yes you is . "  
I took dey own matax [= mattock = a pickax-like tool for digging ] , goes up on 

the hill an ' git me some bitter apple . 
(Bitter apple . )  
Yes sir . Bittle apple . Dig me up some bitter apple . I looks aroun ' an ' gits 

me some ga ll of eaPth [ the noise here is made by a passing s treetcar ] . Get dat . 
Den , I goes an ' gets me some Punnin' bPieP Poot. 

An' when you git these ' erbs fah [for ] spells - to take spells off of people , 
you gits the ' erbs off of each bush , two [he means three ] roots off  of  each bush . 
Tha ' s a root goin'  eas ' an ' a roo t goin '  south - eas ' , wes ' , an ' the south . 

All right . You takes those  roots off of those bushes , takes 'urn an ' cares 
[ carries ] 'urn home , puts 'urn in the s tove , an ' you let zurn dry out . [End of 
side fouP. ] 

[Side five begins. ] 
You don ' t make ' erb tea out of  'em wit de sap in ' em ,  you dry the sap out . 

Then you take 'urn after you dry the sap out , after they become to be  dry , an ' 
you boil zher water . An ' fur takin ' off  of  a spell , you don ' t boil yer ' erb , 
you soak zurn , soaks that s trength out of  that ' erbs . 

Then you t akes that ' erbs an ' put it  on again an ' boil it - that is , if.you 
got aches an ' pains , if you drawed up . S ee , you bathe them in it . Bathe them 
in that tea . An ' when you bathe them in that tea you makes your wishes . _Course 
ev 'ryone has his - God give 1 im a time for his wishes . See . Well now , when you 
bathe a person in that , you don ' t use no soap , don ' t use no washin ' -powder . You 
use peppah , you use salt - salt bryant [brine ] - you use vinegah . See . 

Then aftah you bathe 'em in that watah - excuse me , after you bathe 'em in 
that watah , you ' noint zem [anoint them ] down , ' noint 'em down . 

(I see . )  
You ' noint 'em down with any kin ' a - you see , any thing like camphorated oil 

or anything like Vick ' s new ' mointin ' [anointing ] salve or cas t ' d ' oil [cas tor 
oil ] . You ' noint 'em down j is '  as fer as you bathe 'em . You don ' t [demons trate� 
' noint ' em this way an ' you don ' t bathe 'em that way [demonstrates ] .  

(You always anoint them down. ) 
Noint them down . 
( I see . ) 
See . 
(I see . ) 
You don ' t rub hard , you j is '  ' noint ' em .  
( I  see . ) 
You take that [bath ] water den an ' you cares [ carries ] it  to de hydran ' an ' 

turn the hydran ' on , let de water run , the hydran ' water , an ' yo ' pours that 
water in dere , [ into the s tream made by the running hydrant ] .  You don ' t throw 
it out on the ground , you pours it in runnin ' water . You care [carry ] it  to a 
branch or a creek , if you ain ' t got no hydran ' or to a spring branch , [a spring 
that is ] runnin ' . An' de same way you run the water [from hydrant ] you bears 
[bury ] the rag tha ' j oo ' noint ' em with . 

(I see . ) • 
See . 
(How do you mean you bury the same way - you mean lengthwise like this? ) 
Yes sir . Fold it . Take it , fold it  over , make your wishes as you fold it . 
(I see . ) 
See [demons trates ] .  
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( I  see . You j us t  twis t it  around like that . )  
From you all the time . [Side five wi l l  continue later. ] 
(You twis t it from you . )  

941 

Like you take this here [his dirty handkerchief ] - j is '  showin ' you a parab le 
[ example ] .  Well , you takes it an ' bears it . 

Now , how would you bury it ?  You ' d  bury it any way , would ' n  yeh ?  If  d e  branch 
runs that way , why would j oo bury it de way the branch run or would j oo bury it 
j is '  cros sways [ to the b ranch ] in the earth? 

(I don ' t know . Which way would you bury it ? ) 
You ' d  bury it  up an ' down wit [parallel to ] de branch . 
An ' [ if ]  you can ' t tell which a way tha ' de wayse [was te ]  watah goes , you take 

it - look to eas ' , look wes ' , then you look s outh , then your north , an ' you bur ' 
it  south an ' north , an ' when you bur ' it , you b e  s tandin ' with yore face south . 

Kin you go out an ' f ind the north an ' the s outh widout a cumpin [ compas s ] ?  
( I  couldn ' t . ) 
You can ' t ?  Well , you got de moon an ' de sun an' clear weather isn ' yah [ isn ' t 

you ] ?  [He takes an unfair advantage of  me , s lipping in c lear weather. ] The sun 
rise in eas ' an ' sets in th� wes ' . The moon ris es in the eas ' an ' s ets in the 
wes ' . The moon rises northeas ' an ' she s ets southwes ' .  That ' s  two ang les . 
Well , you got leadin ' s tars for it . You got leadin ' s tars - you got a s tar in 
the eas ' , s tar in the wes ' , an ' a s tar in the north , an '  a star in the south . 

(Have they names ? )  
Yes s ir .  
We have a s tar in the eas ' that repisents [repres ents ] our furce [ firs t ]  

queen , Elizabeth . E lizabeth , in other words it is prodigal s tar of  Gathrun an ' 
then the remains of - continue ' n  [ continuing ]  with the Bib le ,  why it  was the 
leader when Chris ' was born .  It  wus  the furce bright s tar dat shinin ' brighter 
' an [ than ]  the lilies in the valley the night the Newb orn Chil '  was born .  

We have a s tar in de wes ' . De s tar in the wes ' , you know whut it  follahs 
[ follows ] ?  

(No . ) 
Well , the s tar in the wes ' follahs of the Geraou of  the Canaan - Gerath of 

the Canaan . I t  is the evening s tar - it is the main s tar . Gerath of the 
Canaan , he wus a great man , j is '  like a king .  

Well now , de s tar in the north - well , hit ' s  [ it ' s ]  de s tar showin ' it  is a 
bright s tar but [ it ]  is small . I t  is a quivering s tar . I t  is a s tar i t  rep
isents de heading of de whole worl ' . 

The fallen s tar , which dat leads in the s outh , repisents de bodies of waters 
of  de European countries of  Afica [Africa ] - repisents , you s ee ,  de bodies of 
watah between America an ' s outh of Afica of the Eur ' pean countries [European 
colonies in the south of Africa ] . That is why it is a fallen s tar . 

Well now , this s tar here in the eas ' it rises - you know whut time i t  rises ? 
[Either I shook my head or he assumes I do not know , because he  continues with
out a pause . ] De s tar rise in the eas ' between two an ' three o ' clock in the 
mornin ' . I t ' s  called a mornin ' s tar . 

De s tar in the wes ' , you could look after it three o ' clock in the day an ' it  
shine jis ' as bright as it shine at dark midnight; but you have to look good to 
se� it . 

The s tar that ' s  in de north , it rises between de s ea-tide rise . I t  is a s tar 
that works wit de win ' [wind ] . I t  shows to  beem of [ to have been of ] - to  b e  mo ' 
[more ] attached at de whee l of the earth - [ shows ] tha ' de  worl ' do go aroun ' . 

When de great kings was prophes idin '  [prophesying ]  - when they prophesidin ' , 
one went north , one went south , an ' de one whom dat wus in the north , he soon 
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came , you see , by bein ' a high man for - he soon came to a rath [ ? ]  of sea level . 
The one whom that was in the south , he had to go seven decks down - see , this 

ole worl ' here we ' re on , hit ' s  seven decks down an ' the south is  seven decks� 
low the sea level , you see , an ' on that occas ion that ' s  why this s tar is a fallen 
star . 

Then we have a s tar [ constellation ] that is called Job , repisent Job in his 
cof fin . I t ' s  comp lete - you kin see the shape o f  the coffin an ' you kin [ s ee ] 
the form of  Job . That is a s tar . 

Then we has a ' erb that grows that they call Job. We has a f lower that grows 
tha ' choo call Job weed, see , an ' on it it has de pictures - jis ' a [ as ] complete 
a face on it as you [ ever ] seed [have seen] growin ' on a wall , if you take notice 
to the ' erbs • 

[The preceding Job is perhaps Job ' s-tears , seed from an As iatic grass of ten 
s trung in a necklace and formerly worn as a common teething remedy - see FACI, 
2ed . , No . 3389, p . l52 . Job's weed, if it exis ts , I do no t know . ] 

An' then i t ' s  somepin I wan ' a ast you agin . Have you ever seed take no tice 
to a leaf - dere ' s  a leaf that grows as [on]  a weed that ' s  called lamb bush? 
Well now , dere ' s  three differn ' s copes [ ? ]  [ s orts ? ] of leaves on that bush . Well 
now , [when ] you [have ] a leaf grow on a bush or a weed , a leaf that grow on a 
bush or on a tree , an ' dere ' s  three differn ' leaves upon i t , it means a s ign .  
Whut s ign would joo have an idea that i t  would mean? 

[ I  g ive no answer . Perhaps I shook my head . ] 
[Side five continues. ] 

Well , we has a bush that grows an ' also we has a weed . You find i t  mos t ' ly 
anywhere amongs t  any fo ' - heavy fores ' or heavy undergrowth . Well , i t ' s  called 
a lamb bush an ' it zalso  called a lamb weed. [This is the lamb ' s-quarters . ]  One 
weed have - one leaf has dark s treaks in it , brownish dark streaks . On one side 
of this bush , on the - would be on the wes ' s ide , we has a brownish leaf an ' 
twig . An' also dere ' s  bark on the bush . On this s ide we has a re ' l  pale green , 
dark green an ' de top of this bush leans acro st  i t  like - you seed de hot sun 
drawed de top of a weed , we ll , i t  lay acro s t  it . I t  lays to this here s ide where 
a dark circle leaves an ' also the dark circles on the bush . 

Why did i t  do so?  [End of side five.] 
[Side six begins.] 

S ir? 
(No , I don ' t know . ) 
Well , because when Jesus Chris t ,  the Son of God , wus hung on Mt . Calvrey 

moun ' in '  [ Calvary mountain ]  there wus one weed as when they pierced Him in His 
heart , de b lood drip down upon i t . 

Why did de [ the reason for the ] shad ' ed [ shadowed ] part of de bush is: on de 
wes ' s ide - dere wus two thieves hung with Jesus Chris ' ,  the Son of God . On the 
wes ' side wus a dark- comp lected thief an ' on the right s ide wus the light
complected - on the eas ' s ide - which would be  right an ' lef ' . On the eas ' side , 
one whom hung by Jesus-sus , His right s ide as He hung facin ' - He wus hung facin ' 
de nath [north ] , that ' s  the way He wus hung , facin ' the nath . An ' the one whom 
that wus on the eas ' s ide , he had faith in Him ; the one whom that wus on the 
right [he means lef t ]  s ide , he didn ' t .  He turns to Him an ' says , the one on the 
right side . • 

He says , "Father , Father , "  he says , "you are de Son of  God , de Prodigal Son . "  
He said , "Today , that Thou is in paradis e , "  he said , "rememb er me , 0 Lord . "  

An' He spoke unto him ,  He says , "Wi terry [Weerly? = Veri ly ] , I say unto thee , 
today that I dwells in paradise you also dwe lls. conceals in Mah heart in Mah 
bosom to dwell amongs t  Mah Father ' s  throne . "  He [ again spoke ] , "Wi terry , I say 
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unto thee , whom dat is de wise man s eems to be  s o  dumb , he that is  de dumb man 
yet he tries to [bogos ? ] ,  be  wise . " 

Dat wus de one that had not faith , he s aid , "Well , [ if ]  you is da Son of God , 
de Prodigal Son , you that Almighty Man , you could s top anything els e , why could 
not s top us from dyin ' an ' save our lives ? "  

He said , " Save not lives but souls shall b e  s aved . "  
That is whut He said . 
An' also now , you could have a headache , you could have a pain in your wris ' ,  

a pain in your s ide , a pain in your back , you kin g o  an ' git  dat weed I ' m tellin ' 
yuh ab out . 

(This is the lamb weed.) 
Yes s ir • The lanib weed. 
(Lanib weed. ) 
Or you kin find the bush . I t  is a known bush all over the wor l ' . You kin git  

dose leaves an ' take ' em an ' put  'em in a pockit han ' chief or cloth or bruis e 'em 
like that , rub ' em an ' place ' em to your head , your headache ' ll s oon g o 'way . 
You ' ll find it draw out the fever , it ' ll s oon leave you . You kin have a pain in 
your s ide or your wris ' an ' it a - no need no liniment an ' no medicine . 

( I  see .)  
Dat self experience . 
(I see .)  

Well now , that is for goodness , that is  not to do evils with . An' all the 
conversation of these things , there is evil things an ' als o good thing s . An ' 
you kin take good things an ' do evil with . See ? 

(Yes .)  
Now - but comin ' on down to er a insex [insects ] an ' de  creaters [ creatures ] .  
Well now , there ' s  s ich a thing as a person kin take spidahs [spiders ] ,  take 

spidahs that forms a web [s treet-car passing again] . You take spidah web an ' 
s top b lood , don ' t care how fas t  it ' s  comin ' . You kin take a spidah an ' run a 
pers on into fits . [End of side six.] 

[Side seven begins.] 
See , you kin take a sp idah , take ' im ,  s tick a pin in ' im  an ' let ' im  die , let 

' im mort [mortify ] away . You kin take de dus ' from dat , sprinkle it - crumb le 
it up - sprinkle it in watah or f ood or whiskey , g ive it to a man , nine days 
time he ' s  got spidahs in ' im .  [Side seven wi l l  continue later.] 

You kin take this sp idah , put ' im in a b is cuit an' put it in the s tove an ' 
cook it , give that biscuit to  a special person whomsoever you want to have that 
biscuit , in eigh teen days he ' ll be ' way from heah - I mean gone . 

[Side seven continues.] 
You may g ive ' im somepin to make ' im heave the food up , but it  goes through 

his b lood - it poisons his b lood . An ' when that poison b lood goes through his 
sys t em ,  by takin ' medicine an' differn ' things , why hit ' ll keep it  down , weaken 
it down , to when it s trike his lungs , effect [affec t ]  his lungs , it ' ll decay 
his lungs . Den when it decays his lungs it settles in his brain cup , de main 
ar trous [art ery ] that comes in from his brain down his j ugg le [j ugular vein ] 
down to his heart . Af ter it  poison de head , de brains , den it comes down , an ' 
when it hits de heart it kills a man - hits the heart an ' kills a man .  

•well now , w '  a '  choo gon ' a let a soul die for when you got a dear ole auntie 
somewhere , ole colored auntie or ole grannie , dat knows whut to  do , to go in 
these woods an ' do . Now she ' ll g o  right in these woods an' git  this spider-weed. 
It ' s  a spider-weed. She ' ll go  in there an ' she ' ll g it that spider-weed , she ' ll 
come back an ' she ' ll make s ome tea . She ' ll go  right s traight an ' git  ' er s ome 
sweet milk , g ive you that tea in s ome sweet milk - hot tea and dat sweet milk 
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wit ' out de hot , j is '  like it  wus milked from the cow wit ' out bein '  s trained . An' 
she ' ll bathe you down wit dat spideP-Weed tea . Den , af ter you drink it , cer tain 
portion of it , she ' ll take dat spideP-Weed tea an ' she ' ll care i t  to de branch . 
You gon ' a  b e  s ick soul fo ' a few minutes , but when that  s ick spell off  of you 
you ' ll begin to commence to feelin ' bettah . You hair commence to g ittin '  -
sheddin ' loose . You ' ll s ee little dry s caley places come on your f lesh - it ' s  
where that spideP-Weed tea went into the pores of your skin . De s teamalatin ' of 
whut she g ive yuh come back through the pores of your skin , sweated through . It 
drove out dat poison. [Side seven will continue lateP.] 

Take a snake - you kin take a snake , take his blood . Kill ' im - make ' im re ' l  
[real ]  angry an ' cripple 'im an ' tease ' im .  Take ' im an ' cut ' im an ' hold ' im up 
while he ' s  wigglin ' , an ' let dat blood drop on a papah or in a dish or in a 
bottle . Take dat blood when it done got  dry - take dat blood an ' put it  in 
whiskey or food an ' give it to a person . Eighteen days time they got snakes in 
' em .  Now , dere it is agen [again]  - I mean , snakes dey ' ll come in your blood 
veins , you 'll  s ee ' em  crawlin ' aroun ' through you . Now , there it is agen . 

[Side seven continues.] 
Well now , dere ' s  a cer tain times of  de moon to work on this s tuff . Dere ' s  

cer tain times of the sap . Cer tain s igns in where the moon is travelin ' ,  how it ' s  
travelin ' .  Certain e igns of de weathah . Now , when it ' s  gon ' a  rain or d e  change 
of de moon , either one , a person has got  a spell on ' im ,  he ' s  in agaty [agony ] . 

(He ' s in what? ) 
He ' s  in agaty . 
(I  see . )  
Racks an ' pains . Well , his mind is upset . He ' s  bad - he ' s  in bad shape . The 

ca 'mer [ calmer] the weather is an ' the ca 'mer the seas is , de ca ' mer he is . An' 
cloudy weathah or windy weathah or the chang e of the moon , the s eas is rough . 
See , man works wit de seas an ' wit de win ' . [End of side seven.] 

[Side eight begins.] 
Well now , you take a man when he ' s  on his normal , why there ' s  nuthin you k in 

do with him .  The time t o  doc tab on a man is when his blood is runnin ' - when· de 
seas is rough his b lood is trans latin ' upwards an 1 down , his blood is goin 1 up 
an ' down . [Side eight wi l l  continue lateP.] 

[ My informant now des cribes and demons trates the circulation of the blood . ]  
His blood comes down this s ide - comes back up heah an ' down - comes back upon 

this ins ide heah acros t de palm of your foot , an ' comes down this leg , an ' comes 
back up - comes on in through heah across your lungs heah , an ' comes roun ' in 
heah - comes right on back heah an ' comes right down by your years [ears ] - right 
down back to  your heart . 

[ "At this point I made an effort to  have the informant redes crib e  the circu
lation of the blood and to speak s lowly during the demons tration" - a note  made 
when I trans cribed this interview not long af ter it  happened . ]  

Here ' s  where your b lood s tart - on the top of your head heah , your brain cup 
[= braincap?] . De blood come from this s ide . It  comes down here . 

(It  comes right down your right s ide . )  
Right s ide - right arm - back up your right arm . 
(The blood goes down the outs ide of the right arm to the f inger tips and 

comes up the ins ide of the right arm . ) 
Back down

.
this s ide . 

(Outs ide the right s ide of the b ody . )  
Right on down the back of this [righ t ]  leg heah - comes on by right through 

ab out - I ' ll show you - ankle an ' your foot - comes right on back up through 
here - comes right on through here - unders tand - comes right on aroun ' in here -
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right on back down - comes right on back the same way there - comes.right on from 
here - you gotta lead heah whut ' s  called a string-on - that comes to heah . 

(The outside of the left leg at the knee . )  
Yes sir . Well , it  comes there right s traight on up . 
(Up to the heart . )  
No sir . It  don ' t  come to no heart - it comes right on up roun ' in here . 
[Here informant b eg ins all over with the right s ide until ]  comes on up clean 

outside of heah . 
( Comes up the outside of the lef t s ide to the armpit - down the inside of the 

left arm to the finger tips - up the outside of the left arm . ) 
Come right on by the ball of your [ lef t ]  � - right s traight on back h eah -

comes right back to that [b�in] cup an ' when it  leaves from there it comes down 
this lit tle one right down to your heart . 

(Down the lef t s ide of the face . )  
Now , if you think I 'm lyin ' I ' ll tell you w ' a '  [you ]  do - go  in s omewheres to  

a s tudent ' s  an ' get  choo a straight-out student ' s  skin - skeleton-[Pame. 
[Side eight continues.] 

Dat blood travels - it has three ' tacks , it has three intacks [ intakes ] .  Now , 
when it enters your head down till it hits your body . An '  when it  hits your 
body - one vein goes to your kidneys , one through your spine , one into your. 
artums [ar teries ] ,  three into your right lung . Well , when it comes in contact 
there , one pumps some watah . One dose veins pump s watah an ' the other ' n pump s  
b lood . 

Whut part of  a body of a person do you suppose that the blood an ' the watah 
mixes? 

( I  don ' t  know . ) 
Well , I 111 tell yuh, mah friend . Your blood an ' your water mixes in your 

knees.-
( In your knees . )  
In your knees - [side eight endS tempoPari ly] - in your knees . [This is 

surely wateP on the kneel] Right in the j oints of your knees the blood an ' the 
watah mixes . Into a man ' s  veins in each one of his feet - couple of a man ' s  
b lood ves sel is righ ' cheer [ right here ] - his j uggle right dere . 

(That lit tle hollow right there in your shoulder . )  
I kin show it  to you . S ee it swell up? 
You know I 'm - mah mothah an ' father s chool me fah [for ] seven years to make 

a doctah of me . 
(You were telling me ab out these times [while Telediphone was turned off ] . )  
Yes sir . [He repeats and elaborates . ]  

[Side eight continues.] 
Well now , we has a PUnnin'-moon - we has a t�ve lin'-moon. I wan ' a  show you 

something , mah friend - something you very seldom sees - [side eight endS tem
poParily] - an ' then you kin tackle any of it you pleas e .  We has a tPavelin'
�· S ee that? [He shows some veins in his arm . ] See how swoll they are? 
You know why they do like that? The seas is rough - it ' s  climb in ' [ ? ] weathah , 
the seas is rough , an ' this is a Painy-moon. Well now , when the weathah is  calm .  

[Side eight continues.] 
• (You call those b ig veins there on your left arm the tPaveling-moon?) [This 

is the purposely provocative ques tion . ] 
That ' s  the blood . Your blood travels . Mah body is pumpin ' blood fast [ dem

ons trates with some kind of  rap id motion ] because the moon ' s  travelin ' .  
(Fas t - because the moon ' s  traveling? )  
Yes sir . Faster ' an [ than ]  it would pump if it was clear moderate weathah . 
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(When you take thes e sp ells of f ,  you have to work a t  the righ t time and the 
right s eas on? ) 

That ' s  i t .  The right time and th e right season . 
( I  s ee . ) 
To take a spell off of a pers on if - the spell is put on a person is when the 

moon is growin ' ,  when the sap is risin ' . 
(That ' s  when the spell is put on a person . ) 
That is when the spell is put on a pers on . 
( I  s ee . ) 
An ' when the goin ' -down of the moon an ' th e moon is goin ' out , you kin take a 

spell off a person .  
( I  s ee . ) 
But when the moon is a growin ' -moon - or the new moon is  growin ' - why you 

ain ' t doin ' nuthin . 
( I  s ee . ) 
You kin relief ' em ,  you kin give ' em relief from the pains , but you ain ' t 

doin ' no good [ I  comment but th e recording is  no t clear ] becaus e th eir b lood is 
mixin ' new blood_- mixin ' in de body , you see . Well , de ole b lood is penetratin ' 
out de body in pusperation [perspiration ] . [Side eight wi l l  aontinue later .]  

Unders tand , a pers on don ' t keep d e  same b lood i n  their b ody . It seems s trange 
to say ,  but the pers on don ' t keep de same blood . You see , your b lood is nused 
[us ed ] . The b lood sweats - like when you see a pers on ' ll drink a lo t of ' toxica
tion an ' they ' ll git  to walkin ' an ' they purspires a whole lots ? Well , that ' s  de 
way that blood penetrates through th e skin in wa tah . A pers on doesn ' t  keep de 
same - excus e me f o ' cuttin ' you off but this is basic  point [I had s tar ted to 
interrup t wi th a ques tion ] . 

[Side eight aontinues . ]  
An ' you know th ere ' s  two o f  a kin ' [two me thods by which the body los es its 

b lood ] . Well , you s ee , on our terms we [men] have to puspire ours . You under
s tand me now? An ' th e others [women ] has a more etvantage [ advantag e ] . Do you 
unders tand ? 

(No . Explain that . I don ' t unders tand that . )  
Well , a woman , she has etvantag e of you - you know , of  a man . 
( I  see . ) 
While a man he ' s  got to sweat hissen out as through by purspiration - purs-

pirin ' in his sweat . Now you unders tand ? 
(I see , I s ee . ) 
I don ' t like , you know , to make so  plain - you know , becaus e .  
(And the woman doesn ' t  have t o  d o  that . )  
No , no , it ' s  qui te natural , you know that - on their chang es ycu know . [End 

of side eight . ]  
[The preceding material does not indicate the numb er o f  times I s topped my 

machine in an effort to keep him on th e subj ect of his theory and practice of 
mediaine . His remedies and spells were of les ser interes t to me , though f ive 
of th em I pres erved . These - removed f rom the continuous text at th e time of 
my trans crip tion - I wi ll now group here at the end . ] 

You s ee this?  You s ee that b ow in that hat? If I an ' you ' s  workin ' on a j ob 
an ' I wan ' a.git choo off  of that , I kin take that bow out chore hat when you hang 
your hat up . I kin take that bow an ' take i t  an ' get  me a bott le , an ' put it in 
a bottle , wri te chore name an ' your address to where I wan ' choo to go to - the 
name of the town , the dis tance - an ' I kin put i t  in ther e .  An ' I ' ll take it , 
git  me s ome Hearts Co logne, an ' a li ttle sulphuh , salt , red peppah , an ' gun
powdah , put in th ere wi t that bot tle . Nine days , I ' ll take that b o ttle an ' care 
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An ' in it to a runnin ' s tream an ' drop i t  in there , walk on away from there . 
less time ' an [ than] nine hours you ' ll be away from that j ob you ' re on . 
got a good j ob ,  makin ' good money , you ' ll g i t  dissatisfied - you g o t  to 
puts you on a ramb le .  You wri te i t  on a piece of paper , sew the b ow up 
put it in a bot tle . 

If you 
go . That  
in i t , 

She kin take your brush an ' comb where you comb your hair , an ' she kin get  two 
s trands of your hair ou t an ' take two s trands out of hers an ' tie ' em  together , 
put i t  in a bot tle of Hea�ts Co Logne with Eve-an'-Adam �oot , her UPinate, an ' put 
a little Hea�ts CoLogne in it . An ' she wears it underneath her lef t arm . Ev ' ry 
mornin ' before the sunrise she ' ll go to a spring or either to a hydran ' an ' she 
will let the water run on it nine minutes or nine seconds - either one she want -
by the watch . An ' nine days time he ' ll come where she is . 

If she kin put her hands on yeh - j es '  like this , which mos ' ly ev' ryone will 
do so an ' in passage of love , why , you see - well , she kin get the measure . She 
kin take [ a) s trand of thread an ' measure it nine times - j es '  care [ carry ] it 
aroun' this fingah - nine times aroun ' these two fingahs , j is '  like that . See 
that ?  Well , that ' s  the wid th , that ' s  the measure of you - nine times . Cross i t  
an ' draw i t  i n  a love kno t an ' put it i n  a bot tle . An ' that ' s  got you again . 
[This nine-knot rite with many variations is widespread . ]  

Have you evah exper ienced dat dey ' s  s ich a thing as a - that  kin be that  you 
k in do a thing dat , dat will continue along , dat no doc tah can ' t s top i t ?  

(No . How would you do that? ) 
We ll , you kin do it . That  comes by g e t tin ' a hold of one of their uh s oils . 
(One of her s oiled cloths ? )  

Yeah . Well , you take it an ' uh puts , you know , de mixtries [mixtures ] with 
it an ' pu t it in uh s ome thing where it ' ll s tay mois t .  Turn i t  bottom-upwards 
with a small hole in it an ' j is '  as long as that  water drips through there , seeps 
through there , she ' ll s tay s ick ; s tay unwell j es '  as long as that watah - pu t i t  
i n  a gallon j ug .  An' j es '  a s  long a s  that  watah seeps out there , why [ that is ] 
how long she ' s  j is '  as long as . Unless ,  when i t  seeps down to a cer tain extent , 
why you uh take i t  up , renew i t  ag in , put i t  right back down . You wan ' a lighten 
up on it f o '  a week or a month , go an ' dig it up , s e t  it up , leave the hole open 
so it de place ' ud [would ] dry out where it was b een leakin ' . Let i t  dry out , 
dey [ the woman ] dry ou t too . An ' , j es '  as [ likewise ]  you kin leave i t  b ottom
s ide-upwards an ' send ' em  to their happy grave . J is ' the same way there ' s  no 
doc tah walks the soil of the ear th - unless knows he knows his seance [ sc ience ] -
kin s top it . 

(What do  they put in that  cloth , anything but j us t  that water ? ) 
Oh , yeah . Why , you take branch watah , take your own UPinate an ' mix with 

it , an ' then you g o t  to go an ' ketch you a frog . Take a frog , put ' im in there 
alive . He ' ll die in there an ' when he die he ' ll die with his head down an ' de 
f ee t  s tickin ' up . Jis ' as long as  he s t ay in there she ' ll s tay that way . 

You kin take one of her soils , take i t  in the swamp , an ' go  to a [wild ] grape
vine . Put her name [ on a piece of paper ] in i t  [ c loth ]  an ' whomsomevah name [ the 
man ' s name ] you think goin ' wi ' ' er .  G o to a grapevine a cer tain time - you do 
that [at ] the sunrise in the mornin ' - ke tch two grapevines j is '  like that , where 
there ' s  a bush [ tree ] aroun ' [ near ] ' em ,  you see; draw that , tie that  piece in 
th�re , pu t it [ cloth ]  aroun ' ' em  [ two vines ] an ' draw ' em together on that  bush 
[ tree ] - like the tree [bush ] is , draw ' em  together on i t . An ' j is '  as  many 

wraps as you count on it with thread-s tr ing - tie knots in i t , tie three knots 
in it - an ' j is '  as many wraps as zhoo make o n  there with thread-s tring , dem 
many hours if you go to her you ' ll s tay there an ' can ' t g i t  away [ or ]  if he g o  
there he ' ll s tay there an ' can ' t g i t  away . 
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(You tie these two grapevines together with this rag.) 
Yeah, but dey [vines] got to be stout, dey got to be sep'rate jis' where dey 

grow up you know from the ground. Dey got to set apart, it got to be a string 
to pull it. 

(You bring these two vines together and tie them tight.) 
Yeah sir. 
(These two vines will be around a little bush.) 
Yeah, uh jis' like they grow up on a tree. An' tie 'em low to the ground, 

jis' as low as zhoo kin get 'em, an' if you can't get 'em low to the ground, tie 
'em jis' as high as zhoo kin tiptoe, an' tie 'em, make your wishes when you tie 
'em, an' tie 'em an' wrap it nine times, an' in nine hours time after then if 
anybody goes there they stay there. 

GIFTED MEDIUM 

AH AM A GIFTED MEDIUM 

MAH WORK CAME 

AH WlJS OVERSHADOWED AN' THROWED OUT 

MAH ALTAR HAS DE SACRED HEART AN' DE BLESSED MOTHER • • •  
ON THIS ALTAR IS A LOOKIN' GLASS AN' 

AH MUST CONTACT IN A CONCENTRATIN' FORM • • •  
FAST AN' PRAY TO GIT IN CONTACT WITH A GOOD SPIRIT 

EV'RYONE DOESN'T USE DE SAME WAY OF WORKIN' 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

[This woman we tried but failed to see on my first trip to New Orleans. 
Marshall, my automobile man - see INTRODUCTION - finally brought her around. 
According to him, an old taximan well aquainted with underworZd work , she was 
something special. Her interview is on cylinders E6:7-El9:3 = 2839-2852.] 

Red, white an' blue [candle is used on] the party dat is to be brought back 
to the othah individual - that is de lost party. The individual dat desires de 
party will write they name straight three times, den de party's name undah it; 
will place de writing under de plate, will place a lighted light on de plate. 
Then [automobile horn] they will place sugah an' place raisins an' then place 
stee Z dust . Yo' will contact de person by callin' de individual which would be 
in a spiritual form at de hours of nine, three an' six. 

(Nine in the morning, three in the afternoon and six in the afternoon.) 
Yes. 
All right. Ah desire tub sweeten a individual to me. Ah would git a can of 

Karo Syrup. •If they are white, it would be light syrup; if they are dark-com
plected, it kin be of a dark syrup. Place the names wrote three times together, 
in each othah, an' put in can an' keep in a quiet or a dark place. Dat will 
sweeten de persons together. 

Ah don't give evil work Mister. [This is said to show she does not separate 
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persons. ] 
Ah desire to hold a person sweet in mind an ' keep ' em  with me. Ah will git 

a large delicious apple an ' write the names of the party in de same direct way. 
Place the name in de apple. I will now hull de apple out first, place de name in 
the apple. An ' ah will candy mah syrup, which is white sugah, an ' I will po '  dis 
sugah ovah dis apple, an ' ah will place it in a can an ' ah will keep it. Ah will 
set [a candle ] at certain days, which would be Mondays , Wednesdays an ' Fridays -
a pink light - an ' ah would pray de Lord ' s  Prayer an ' ask God ' s  power that this 
individual would be b rought b ack wit peace an ' success an ' happiness. 

(Now, where will you set this candle [automob ile horn ] near the can or on top 
of the can? ) 

Ah would place it on top of de can, with de cover, say a small lard - a Swift 
lard can, or some of those kinda cans. Hoist de apple in it an ' den po ' de syrup 
an ' then seal. Then light these lights on top of this can. 

(This is all one story right from the beginning? )  
Dat ' s  all how tuh draw a person [ automobile horn ] or contact dey mind. 
This is the sp iritual form, an ' now de ism form. 
Ah will lie flat on mah back at an hour of midnight an ' ah will contact yo '  

by name an ' call yo ' .  Yo ' are not with me, yo ' are from me. Ah will call yo ' 
by yore name an ' ah will tell yo ' whut ah desire fa ' yo ' tuh do an ' ,  as ah have 
made this appointment with you, I will say onto yo ' ,  "Ah will call yo ' tomorra ' 
night." Ah will call yo ' from three to successive nine days, until ah will come 
in contact with the individual that ah desire tuh see. 

(That ' s  contacting a lost person? ) 
There ' s  mo ' to it. If yo ' are not in peace with me - co ' se ah ' m  a Catholic. 

Ah don ' t  know [what you are ] .  [Because she did not finish her sentence, I gave 
no answer. ] Ah would use a saint, St. Anthony, an ' ah will use a b rown candle. 
Ah will write the individual ' s  name - mah name first - that is, undah mine three 
times, an ' ah will say, "Ah desire yo ' to come, desire yo ' to come to me in 
peace." Ah will place the light in a plain white saucer an ' ah will place it 
befo ' St. Anthony ' s  shrine, an ' ah will rap three times an ' tell St. Anthony to 
call John or Henry who is lost from me, an ' return b ack his lost footsteps. 

(One is spiritualism and one is ism. What is the difference between the two? ) 
Spiritualism is spiritual, is contacting of a person ' s  spirit, as ah ' fore

tole yo ' .  That is getting contact in with the spirit, to contact yore mind, to 
git chure mind with mah mind. Ism is de form of work dat people use wit powders 
an ' roots an ' such of the like. 

(Do they talk about hoodoo down here or anything of that sort? ) 
Hoodoo - Voodoo an ' hoodoo. 
(Is there any difference between hoodoo and voodoo? ) 
No diff ' rence as ah see it. Dey seem to be the same thing. A form of hoodoo

ism is such as takin ' a person ' s picture an ' stickin ' it with nine new needles 
an ' nine pins an ' wrappin ' or putting it in a cloth - so I am informed by dem dat 
do dat form of worship - an ' place it in de cemetery. An ' dey claim dat dat 
party will have their face molt away into de earth an ' that individual will pass 
on. Dat ' s  supposed to b e  ism. Now, ah got dat story from a person dat dis use 
it • 

• (Over in Algiers they call it hoodoo.) 
Dat ' s  where de people come heah to get that sort of work done - ovah in 

Algiers. 
(What do you say they do over there? ) 
Mostly hoodoo work. They have cards. They have diff ' rent kinda herbs an ' 

roots an ' things of de sort, an ' people brings ole underclothes or ole stockin ' s  
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or ole forms of things . 
Ah ' ve heard of a form of an ole rag doll an ' the individual ' s  name is placed 

in this doll , crosswise in dif f ' rent directions , an ' then nine new need les an ' 
nine new pins are s tuck in the s tomach an ' yo ' suppos ed - ah cain ' t  say def inite , 
an ' yo ' suppos ed to contact a s erious condition in de stomach . I t  would cause an 
ulcerated condit ion or pain that a doctor could no t contact so  eas ily . 

(I t j ust  kills th em in other words . )  
(Do you have any such thing as luck , or anything of that sort if a pers on is 

looking for a j ob ,  or anyth ing of that sort? ) 
Well , dere diff ' rent things ah does in de sp iritual form dat ' s  good fo ' de 

work - nuthin of any evil .  Mah work are mos tly done through de Sacred Heart , 
St . Anthony an ' de Bless ed Mother .  

In g ett ing a j ob for ' any individual dere is  a form of cloves - form of all
spice dat would be  us ed if i t ' s  a wh ite individual - whut we would call powd ered 
sugah , dat is made fo ' a icing on de cake . This is placed in a j ar ,  a white  
clear j ar ,  an ' de name is  wrote , who evah de boss  is  an ' de ind ividual dat  yo ' 
would like tub contact back on yore j ob .  Then there is nine white ligh ts that 
mus t be burnt on [ about ] this j ar fo ' nine success ive days an ' ah will say unto 
de Sacred Heart , "Please s of ten John ' s  heart dat he will give s ech an ' s ech a-one 
his j ob back again . " That ' s  spiritual work - that ' s  no t ism. 

(Well , now in do ing th is work with thes e saints , do you use their pictures or 
anything of that sort? ) 

Yo ' use the pictures . If yo ' don ' t use the pic tures , why yo ' keep in mind de 
saint dat chew callin ' upon an ' ask them to do this great form of favor fo ' yo ' .  

There is als o a contact of us in ' a individual dat has pass ed on dat would b e  
a good spirit , that would b e  a mo ther or would b e  a s is t er , dat yo ' would ask 
dem if dey are in de spiritual work an ' dey are fully developed at dis point to 
h elp yo '  wi t which yo ' were tryin ' tub mas ter . 

(Do you use an altar in your work at all? ) 
Yes . 
(How do you g o  about that ? )  
Mah altar has de Sacred Heart an ' de Bles s ed Mother - [I ] doin '  a spiri tual 

form of work , doin ' whut ah would call a med ium form of work , wh ich would no t 
contact the government in any way or form .  On th is altar is a lookin ' g lass an ' 
ah mus t contact in a concentratin '  form of trainin ' . Yo ' mus t fas t  an ' pray to 
git  in  contact wi t  a good spirit .  Then ah g o  f o ' th an ' s e t  mah lights ,  wh ich 
mah ligh ts mus t be washed off with either holy water or b les t watah to do dis 
work . Then ah mus t  clos e the do ' an ' go int o whut chew would call a concentra
tion or so litude , an ' ah have tub then contact mah ind ividual .  The chair that is 
used , there ' s  no one tub use this chair . This chair is supposed to  b e  cons ecra
t ed an ' b les t by that individual that  us es th is chair . 

(You do that yourself ? )  
Yes . 
(In this work , do you have to  be  init iated into it ? Or learn it?  O r  just  how 

do you do i t ? ) 
Mah lif e s tory [ is ] that ah am a gif ted med ium . Ah nevah have contac ted any

one tub learn me . Ah only has a government ' s  papah - ah have a government ' s  
papah direct . Mah work came at between de ag es of 22 and 2 3  yeahs of age - an ' 
ah think it �s too long of a story to tell . But anyway ah wus overshadowed an ' 
throwed out , an ' then ah b eg in tub tell people things that came to pas s an ' th ey 
were very true an ' the st ory begin tub travel . Then , things come to me how to 
help people , whut to do , an ' ah tried thos e  things an ' they ' ve come to  b e  very 
successful to othah parties . 
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(Have you ever heard that there is a certain type of work down here in New 
Orleans t hat you have to belong to a sort of an order - you know , of a lodge?) 

Dey have whut chew call a spiritualist's t emple [see p. 74 7 ,  line 14 ] , an' dey 
go into a meeting. Ah have had the occasions of goin' to the meetings , an' dey 
have whut chew call a dark setting an' yo' have tuh stay fo' a certain length of 
time. Then af tah yo' stay fo' a certain length of time - it's no ism to that 
work. Yo' must know the Scripture , the Bible - dey work direct through de Bible. 
Co'se people will do things af terwards but it is a part of the Bible that is 
worked out an' they must pray an' consecrate [concentrate? ] .  

Some use whut chew call blue lights an' some uses a white an' some uses red. 
[Or there may be one or more of each , also including green. These are not can
dles but tapers floating on oil in colored and clear glass containers. ] They 
play a low hymn an' in playing this low hymn everyone sits around a table with 
their hands placed on the table an' then everyone says their prayers an' af tah 
they say their prayers they go into a darkness - whut we would call a seance 
meeting . Then in the seance meeting , whatevah comes to a revealin' powah dat 
God gives unto yo' , yo' develop to de next one , an' that's the way it g oes on 
until they find that they have the gif t  of knowledge to read , that they are or
dained with a paper . 

(With a certificate?) 
With a certificate. 
( Is this temple that you speak about the one over in Algiers? There's a 

temple over there , isn't there , in Algiers?) 
Ah don't know. There's temples all ovah de city o f  New Orleans. 
[There are t emples and private churches all over every large city - New York 

City especially. I was invited to several while working in Washington , D ._f. , but 
actually at tended a temp le and private church only in Baltimore , Maryland. As a 
mat ter of fact , in Baltimore , I interviewed in the church. ] 

(Do these people wear any robe?) 
Dey wear a uniform. The women wears white robes - dif f'rent colors of robes -

an' th� wear a veil an' they wear a cord , an1 they have a crucifix. 
(What about their head covering? )  
Their head covering is a veil. Some has whut chew call a Hindu guide form an' 

they wear a WPap. 
[She evidently wrapped an imaginary turban about her head according to my 

following comment. ] 
(Wrapped around the head. Do you wear any color you want to ? Or do you use 

dif ferent colors for dif ferent types of work?) 
No , yo' have tuh do it accordin' - yo' have to do de work accordin' to de 

guide dat chew use. Yo' may be in contact with an Indian [Hindoo ] guide . Dat's 
a secret dat dey git from de revealin' powah. If  it's yore mo ther an' she wants 
tuh develop through you , why you use her. Whatevah color robe she gives to you , 
yo' wear that fo' powah an' fo' strength. 

Well , ah have information from dif f 1 rent ones dat have tole me that they have 
work de lamp wit h  such as writin' they name an' put tin' it in a piece of red 
fZannen an' using oil of geranium an' oil of verbena an' such as de like , but ah 
nevah have tried those works because as ah 'fore said , mah work is medium work. 

•(Yours is done always with the spirits?) 
Fo' a case in co't , yo' must have the j udge's name an' yo' sweeten this j udge 

an' when yo' sweeten dis j udge - everyone doesn't use de same way o f  workin'. 
When yo' sweetin' dis j udge 'cordin' as ah 'fore told yo' with white - everything 
must be sweeten wit white syrup. Dere is a form of soothin' syrup an' rock candy 
dat is used tuh sweeten dis condition. Den dere is a red light [candle ] dat is 
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set in a bucket wit sand wit de j udge's name . An' everything will come out in 
that direction very successful with the party that is to be prosecuted - in 
reading the 7 1  Psalms seven times a day with faith an' belief, if it is a j usti
fied case . Ah do not believe in an unj ustified case, such as willfully murder 
or stealing . Or if it is a real j ustified case, work with that Psalm an' that 
light which we call mastep light - a mastep light would come without soul [touch
ing it? ] .  A mastep light will light itself . An' if you set that j es' three days 
befo' the time of de co't - an' then yo' would have to call upon this j udge an' 
tell him j ust whut chew desire him to do in this case, that he wil l look upon de 
client in de way that chew want him tuh look upon him . 

(Now, when you set that, do you put this bucket on the altar, burn it on the 
altar or where ?) 

Well, ah have dis bucket set t ing on de tab le because ah find that there is 
virtue in contactin' de spirits through a tab le .  There is a certain amount of 
sp iritual raps that are given - two is fo' no an' three is fo' yes. An' de names 
of such goes down through these spiritual raps an' when yo' contact ' em  yo ' know 
j es' if yo' goin ' to be successful . As she set inside chew, yo ' will call upon 
de divine spirit an' ask, "Will ah be success? Will John come out all right? "  
If it's two raps it's no - if it's three yo' will be successful . 

(Now you say you l-!rite the j udge's name on this piece of paper, and you put 
this in the sand and put the candles around it?) 

Yo' place the name in there an' j ust say, "Ah'm burying de candle . "  
(And what do you do with the sweetening ?) 
De sweet'ning does not have anything to do with that - it does not contact 

that . De sweet'nin' is put in a saucer or cup an' left open where de diff'rent 
sp irits that would travel in, will come in an' help that individual out . 

Well, ah heard this . The names are placed in a beef tongue, an' as de names 
are placed in de beef tongue, there are nine brand-new needles an' nine b rand-new 
pins an' nine brand-new tacks that are run through dis tongue, an' then this 
tongue is salted an' is placed on ice an' is kept in a frozen condition, so as 
de individual will not speak against the one that is to be prosecuted . 

(Whose names do you put on this piece of paper?) 
The parties who are going to prosecute chew .  Or the ones who would talk 

against yo' in co't . 
Yo' burn this incense at the midnight hour an' call upon this spirit an' yo ' 

send this spirit fo'th, an' it will go to diff'rent individuals but not in a 
harmful way, an ' to do or give a desire, whatevah yo' wish fo' . Whatevah yo' 
wish fo', this spirit is to travel . There is supposed to be guardin' angels dat 
wil l guide yo' - there's the guardin' angel of Gabriel, guardin' angel Raphael, 
guardin ' angel Michael, an' de guardin' angel Uriel . Those are de master guiding 
angels of Heaven . 

(What was the name of this first spirit ?) [The spirit sent forth . ] 
Wisteria . [The spirit of the incense, wisteria incense ( ?) , is sent forth . ] 
Have to git the han'kerchief that has been used from dis individual, an' de 

name is wrote direct in de center of de han'kerchief . Then yo' travel across de 
rivah . Now in crossin' - befo' yo' cross - yo' would take some of de mud an' 
place it in dis han'kerchief, an' on de othah side yo' would take some of that 
mud an' put it in de han'kerchief, an' be sure dat chew tie it, an' den as yo' 
go across, y�' would drop it an' say, "Now, ah desire that yo' would send John 
away from me in a peaceful way . " 

(You take this handkerchief that belonged to the man that you want to get rid 
of and you go down to the river and put some mud in there - you write his name in 
the handkerchief and put some mud in it when you get down there . )  
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Go across an' git the othah mud an' den on yore return back yo' drop it . 
(You write it j ust once?

!) 
Jes' once in de center . 

953 

Ah heard of ' em  usin' sulphur burnt in yore home fo' a peaceful condition an' 
fo' luck - sulphur, sugah an' powder incense - all three, all mixed together . 
An '  they are burnt on hot coals, an' if yo' ask fo' a j ob ,  or whatevah [ you ]  ask 
fo', that is fo' general success or fo' peace . 

There is sech a thing as usin' rose watah or orange-flower watah an' holy 
watah mixed wit sugah - mop de home or sprinkle to the fo ' corners. 

(What will that do? ) 
Dat's fo' peace, peace an' success . 
Ah use the spirit of St . Michael, because 

destroy anything - he's de conkerin' angel . 
an' ah would give it to St . Michael an' p ut 

(Under his what? )  

St . Michael i s  a guard that will 
An' ah would take dis woman's name 

it undah his serpent . An' then ah .  

Under his serpent . He has his foot on a snake . 
(Oh, I see . )  
Then ah would contact a b rand new piece of cord which these people places a 

cord around the individual's waistline aftah dey contact dis wife an' dis man, 
with nine knots . Well, yo' take de same piece of cord with nothing on it, plain, 
with de Lord's Prayer - say it three times . Let de individual wear this piece of 
cord an' then on de ninth day let it fall off somewhere regardless of where, but 
not in de house . An '  this is de spirit form that will take this condition away . 
[For the non-spirit form, see Nine knots in Index . ]  

[At this point an old transcription note of mine says of informant, "She 
knocks on the tab le occasionally . "  This probably continuted through whole inter
view . ] 
�o' would contact a red onion an' that would cause tears an' yo' would place 
the woman's name crosswise - cross the name . If yore name is John Henry, why ah 
put Henry John . An' if her name is Sarah Johnson, it would be Johnson Sarah, but 
let it be crosswise, wrote across each othah, an' de onion is cut in fo' parts 
placed in dis wit a copper cent, an' the vinegar is warm, very warm, an' is put 
in a screw j ar an' then that hot vinegar is placed ovah it, an' ah says, "Ah 
place this" - b ut not the evil form, see - "that it please the power of God that 
these two individuals - if it's a j ustice case [ automobile horn blows ] - shall 
b reak up [horn again ] . "  

(What do you do with this j ar? Where is that kept?) 
It's j es' kept in a dark place . Things of that sort must be kept in a seclu

sive, dark place to work . At times yo' go an' shake it up an' talk to it as if 
yo' wus talkin' to - I an' yo' holdin' a conversation . 

(The woman would keep this j ar, who is doing that - if you were doing it, you 
would keep it? )  

I would keep it . 
form of work is did . 

It doesn't mattah any diff'rence where it's at, j es' so the 

[Since I wanted to reexplore the spirit, statue or picture of St . Michael, I 
begin with a question . ]  

(The woman ties this cord around the man's waist? )  [That would have been most 
un-usual, impossib le . ]  

She ties it aroun' her waist an' she gits his vitality on dis cord . [Nothing 
had been said about vitality before . Vita lity is usually called nature . ] 

(How does she get his vitality on the cord?)  
Dat's so unclean . [Served me right for taking a shot at her spirit form . ] 
(After she's been with him, then she takes that . You say you put it under the 
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foot of - is that a s tatue there or j us t  a picture? ) 
Well , a s tatue or picture - somethin} , it doesn ' t  mattah . But that ' s  gotta 

be  done through a g odly way , that that will be  moved through the power of God 
through this guardin ' angel . Den there ' s  a brand-new piece of  cord contacted 
an ' this individual - she mus t place nine knots to s top dis man . Well , then yo ' 
take a piece of cord of  nine knots an ' let this individual wear it , an ' on de 
ninth day yo ' ll let him lose it somewhere in church [ ! ] .  That ' s  to res tore back 
what she has done . 

( In case she has tied him up , that is to unloose h im - she will go through 
this form . ) 

Oh ,  anyone would go through dis form to he ' p  demself . I f  this party , de man 
party , would think it ' s  wrong , well he would have to do this to g o  g it clear . 

(The man could do the same thing and wear it  himself . )  
Mah contact fo ' livin ' ev ' ry day ,  an ' g ive yo ' de names , g ive yo ' d e  form of 

' em an ' all sech thing s . See , but ah have a g overnment p apah . With a government 
papah yo ' have tub be  very particular how yo ' operate . Whether yo ' know i t  or 
not you have to keep i t  [ to ]  yo ' self . Yo ' cannot afford to do thos e  things that 
is  [un] permiss ib le to the law .  

( In other words the spiritual work is permiss ible ,  but ism isn ' t ,  that ' s  the 
idea? ) 

Well , ism is ignorant f orms dat doesn ' t have any sense , an ' dey g o  f o ' th an ' 
do  the things yo ' see . 

(The pay in work of this type is according to the amount of work that is done , 
or the number of hours ? )  

Well , undah de spiritual form , there is no attachment of pay ,  yo ' unders tan ' . 
Af tah the work is completed then they give yo ' whut they wants . Some don ' t give 
yo ' anything - dey j es ' let chew go tub de wind . Then othahs will give yo ' s ome
thing , but the law does not al low you to put any charges . Well , yo ' g o  where 
there are charges , that is people that is j es '  doin ' volumes of ism .  

[The atmosphere having b een cleared , w e  settled down to  ism .  As I look back 
I am sorry I did not cont inue longer with the mediumship . ]  

Ah have heard that they say that they take the gPaveyard diPt an ' - there so  
many ways that they speaks that they take the gPaveyaPd diPt - an ' mix it with 
flaxseed an ' throw it aroun ' a person ' s home tub make ' em  move . 

Then ah ' ve heard ' em  say that they take the gPaveyaPd diPt an ' take ' em  a 
piece of codf ish an ' put a man ' s  name , wrapped it all roun ' an ' burned it , an ' 
g it that man undah their control - de dry codf ish . Well , they have tub take the 
name on parchment papah an ' wrap it aroun ' dat piece of codfish with a piece of 
No . 8 white thread . Then they make a little bag an '  they put this gPaveyaPd 
diPt - dip it into it - into de ingredments . So ah am inf ormed . An '  they burn 
that with a s ilver dime . 

(Then they keep thes e ashes ? )  
No , they burns i t  in a lamp , cons tantly heat it . 
(They j us t  leave it in there all the time? ) 
All de time . 
(That is to hold a man down , keep him at home and things of that sort ? ) 
Control him .  
[They ] t8ke the candles an ' they write the name backwards . An ' there [ is ]  

such a form as loading the candle - they take an ' bore the candle at the bottom 
an ' put de name in dere . An1 then they write the name backwards up an ' down on 
the candle and they burn it . An ' they wish that this individual will die . 

An ' then ah heard that  they take thes e b lack candles an ' put ' em  in a lard 
can , a b ig lard can , an ' dey burn concentrated lye aroun ' ' em  which would contact 
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a heart troub le .  An' dey s tick ' em  with nine pins an ' needles an ' that would 
cause the heart to j us t  take an ' beg in tuh ache an ' cons tantly keep yo ' goin ' to 
a doctor . An '  yo ' git whut chew call a smotherin ' condition , an ' as long as that 
las ts they are cons tantly goin ' an ' ,  why , yo ' nevah g i t  well . 

Well ah heard that they take the coconut an ' put a hole in it  an ' then put 
pepper an ' salt in it , an ' the individual ' s  names that  they wanta drift , an ' they 
go to the rivah an ' throw ' em in de rivah . Dat put ' em on a drag an' on a long 
drijft. 

Yes , ah heard that they take a lemon an ' put their names all diff ' rent kinds 
of  ways wi th pepper an ' salt an ' b i t ter aloes an ' diff ' rent ingredments . S tick 
' em wit nine needles an ' nine pins an ' bury ' em  an ' they say that they may break 
' em  up . 

Then ah heard ' em say yo ' take an individual ' s  name alone an ' put it  with 
blues tone an ' a pearl but ton an ' bury i t  where the watah cons tantly drip an ' this 
individual will pass out with a form of dropsy . 

A form of a guinea egg dey use . Well , dey g i t  a guinea egg while it ' s  hot an ' 
dey write chure name on it  an ' de number of yore house an ' dey go throw it  ovah 
de house or throw it  in de front of yo ' do ' tuh make yo ' move an ' make a fuss . 

Then there is such a thing as they soak it in claret wine for a leng th of 
days , an ' dey ·use the 190th Ps alms wi th that  an ' they break it righ t befo ' yore 
do ' an ' yore sho ' tuh go .  

(They g e t  that guinea egg when i t ' s  jus t been laid , and s till warm . ) 
Yes , i t ' s  used fo ' so many diff ' rent purpose .  Well , they take that b lack hen 

� to set  chew crazy an ' dey write chure name while that aig is hot an ' den dey 
s ew  it up in a piece of b lack cloth an ' they keep it until it beg ins tuh spoil . 
An '  j es ' at the time that that egg beg ins tuh spoil - when they think it ' s  half 
spoilt - den dey take i t  to where there is an ole tree an ' they bury i t  there . 
An '  as de sap of de tree - in de fall of de year de sap is goin ' down , an ' that ' s  
de way yore mind will g i t  waverin ' an ' go  away . 

But ah ' ve heard the form of ' em  takin ' a piece of board , a plank , an ' drawin ' 
de naked form wi t de hear t an ' de intestines an ' writing yore name on it back
wards , not drawn , an ' a nail fo ' the haid , a nail fo ' the heart , an ' a nail fo ' 
de feet , an ' put tin ' de f orm of de f igure upside down - nail it ups ide down on 
de tree . 

(What will that do? ) 
Well , dat ' s  to  pass  yo ' on an ' yo ' ll drag until yo ' do pass  on . 
An '  there is a form of gettin ' yore urine an ' dey cork an ' they take it  to de 

root of a ole tree with nine needles an ' nine pins , with their des ire wishes upon 
you . Yore urine will check up an ' yo ' have whut chew call - de channels won ' t 
function as dey should . 

(Because the urine is in the bot tle , they put the needles in the bot tle? ) 
In yore urine - s top it  up an ' bury it  upside down .  
Well , d ere ' s  a good form taken from de willow - dere ' s  a form dey take an ' 

make yo ' move . Dey git the willow limb that the sun has nevah shone on an ' they 
s trip that willow limb , an ' they take that willow limb an ' dey come back an ' dey 
hit on de s t eps or wherevah yo ' live , an ' call yo ' ,  an ' dey ' ll j es ' curse yo ' -
say dat dey put a curse to yo ' , dat chew mus t go , an ' den af tah they have done 
thdt fo ' say a space of three weeks , they take that willow limb an ' go carry it 
to the c emete� an ' s tick i t  in de center of the grave . 

They go an dey g i t  whut we call cow manure an ' they heat it  very warm an ' 
then they ' ll place yore name in that bot tle , an ' as they place that name in a 
dark bot tle - there ' s  no such a th ing as a b lack bottle now . They used ttihlhave 
black bottles yeahs ago . Now they use da 'k g�en .  An' they us e from three tuh 
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nine an ' they put chure name down an ' whatevah mess they des ire . Then they take 
th is b ig whip an ' they set ' em in de corner an ' talk to ' em an ' they j es '  la� 
yo ' wit dis whip as dey would b e  lash ing that personal individual .  

(You put three bottles you s ay? ) 
Three tub nine bottles , an ' yo '  set ' em  all in a row , an ' yo ' hit ' em ,  not 

enough tub b reak ' em but j es '  enough that they could - have a cow whip ,  de small 
round one , an ' whip it . That ' s  ism work . 

They have a coff in made with three peanuts placed in it  an ' they get a small 
little doll an ' they ket ch a woman if she ' s  pregnant an ' they put her name undah 
dat . They f ind out de leng th of month that she would have tuh go  with th is 
chi ld , an ' they den tie this litt le doll - de image ' s  han ' s  an ' laigs , s o when 
dis chile will b e  b o ' n ,  i t  will come foot f oremos t ,  an ' then each one will die . 
Then they nail it [ coff in ]  up . S ome of ' em buries ' em .  An ' then s ome of ' em  
keeps ' em an ' get these really small candles whut we place on a b irthday cake 
an ' light ' em at certain times an ' make a ceremony aroun ' ' em ,  that that indi
vidual will go - make like a litt le burial . 

(You make the f igure out of the nut - the peanut shell? ) 
Yes , placed around in there . 
(What color candles do they us e , j us t  the litt le white ones ? )  
Oh , they use green an ' red and such . 
(What s ort of a litt le ceremony would they perform around there , have you any 

idea? ) 
[At this point  I made a note on the original trans cription years ago , ab out 

two years after the material was collected - "The nois e - woman is hitting 
tab le - do not know whether she was nervous or calling spirits . " ]  

Jes ' s ing a lit t le hymn an ' have a performance lak yo ' would take a b ody out , 
an ' they would say to this party , "Now , yo ' done - yo ' f inished - an ' yo ' go . "  

That part of work wus done to mah mothah an ' caused mah brothah had - well , he 
j es '  had a paralytic s troke an ' mah mothah lak tub died havin ' mah bro thah , an ' 
that form of work wus done an ' i t  wus often told me that was th ey contacted that 
through a medium reading an ' tole ' em  where to go f ind this coff in .  

(Was it  buried s ome place ? ) 
No , they had the ceremony of - three women used to perform the ceremony . An '  

dis lady had i t  - she rented a room an ' thataway let mah mothah g et up on de 
chair an ' peek an ' see at ' em ,  see ' em doin ' this . Well , then mah mothah whipped 
back an ' went to this medium an ' dis medium done de f orm of work that put those 
lights out an ' their work wus dead - they j es '  didn ' t ' comp lish exactly whut they 
wanted . S ome of it did taken effect . 

(They performed the ceremony? ) 
Three women . 
(Have you ever heard how they put those light out that they are burning 

ag ains t you? ) 
Yes , yo ' take a - that ' s  g ood work . Yo ' contact s ome b ay rum an ' you butt de 

light - chew don ' t  burn i t  from de end where it ' s  already burnt [you make a new 
wick at the butt end ] - an ' yo ' take this light an ' yo ' wash it with the bay rum . 
Then yo ' se t  the light in the saucer , then you put the bay rum around it . [ In
stead of bay rum , holy water is s omet imes used . ] Jes ' g it a plain white candle 
an ' wash ite in de bay rum . An ' then yo ' place this light in this white saucer 
but de end dat should be burnt is not burnt . Yo ' burn de othah end an ' then yo ' 
place this light in dis white saucer an ' place it very low on de f lo ' . An ' yo ' 
say de Lord ' s  Prayer an ' yo ' say ,  ·�oevah is doin ' this , ah des ire f o ' their 
lights tub go out . "  An ' then yo ' take th is bay rum an ' yo ' put it into the mole 
[mold or mould ] of the haid , an ' then yo ' take two brand-new need les . S ome 
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people don't understan' that those needles are tuh be b urnt at each end an' then 
placed in the hair with the wish . An' those lights pops an' goes out . 

(What color candles do you use?)  
White - an' the white is fo' purity . 
It's so many diff'rent ways of gittin' that person back . There is a way of 

takin' the wood from the sill of the do' which they have passed ovah, an' yo' do 
not have to know their names whosoevah, but chew git a clear glass of watah from 
de outside hydrant, an' you say, "In de Name of God the Father an' God the Son 
an' God the Ho ly Spirit, who has evah taken this goods, ah desire fo' them tuh 
return back . They shall nevah have no peace or rest until they are captured, or 
until this goods is returned back to de party . "  

(What do you do with that splinter from the doorstep?) 
Yo' take an' place it in this clear glass of watah . Well, this glass o f  watah 

should be kept bef o' a mirror until they b ring it b ack or until the officers come 
in contact with 'em an' lock 'em up . 

There is a form - ah don't know whether yo ' have heard of this - it's three 
okras an' it's placed on a brand-new galvanized tub, an' yo' write that man or 
that woman's name that has committed that murder with a form of what we call dove 
b lood . If yo' cannot git the dove b lood, then yo' go tuh the slaughterhouse � 
contact a hot b lood from a beef, an' yo' put that in a cup an' yo' write that 
individual's name, especially if it's a murderer . Den yo' write de one that's 
done de crime, an' yo' write the individual that they did it to, together, an' 
then yo' stand there an' yo' pray an' yo' call the murderer back an' yo' say, 
"Ah want him b rought back where the o fficers kin put han's on him . "  

Then there's such a thing as gettin' a sweet peppah - that's all together -
git a sweet peppah an' yo' write the murderer's name with the one that they have 
murdered, an' yo' put it in this sweet peppah, nuthin else, an' yo' bury this 
sweet peppah - not where automobiles pass ; yo' carry it to where there is cattle 
such as horses or cows that would paw with their hoof . An '  yo' make yore wish 
that this individual will circle - the peppah is round - that they will circle 
but they will nevah git out the circle an' they must circle back until they are 
brought back to the officers . The boy that kilt mah brothah, dat piece of wo� k 
wus put on him, an' he wus brought back . One of de most 'trocious crim'nals dat 
wus evah known wus brought back with that piece of work, which now he's in de 
penitent'ry . 

(Now about writing with that dove b lood, do you write it on that piece of 
galvanized tin or on a piece of paper? ) 

On parchment paper. 
(Then, what d o  you do with it, put it on this galvanized tin? ) 
Yo' take a cup, ah says, a plain white cup tuh put the light in . Den yo' put 

de okras aroun' that, j es' as yo' were setting a tab le .  
(You have j ust three? ) 
Three fresh okras, not dry, an' yo' cut that part [stem ] off, yo' see, so it 

would set up - yo' know, stand up . 
Yo' git an egg, a fresh warm egg, an' yo' write that man's name that committed 

that murder an' yo' place it in the casket with the individual that is daid . 
When that individual - quite natural it will spoil with the contact of the egg ; 
ah .mean , with the coldness of the body . Then when that egg spoils , an' the for
eign matter of the body [the flesh ] gives away, that individual has no rest or no 
peace until he's back in the hands o f  the law . 

Ah've heard of 'em cuttin' pieces, takin' pieces off the cemetery - o f f  this 
headbo'd, writin' de individual's name wit lead pencil to de evil forms of work, 
settin' a ceremony of dif ferent lights, a rite of red beans . 
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( Do you know what the ceremony is? ) 
Ah don ' t  know the whole ceremony . 
One of de things dey done with red beans - dey take a red bean an ' they soak 

it , they say , fo ' three days in some vinegar , an ' then they contact this undah 
de party ' s  house where they kin throw that red bean , with a wish of upsettin ' 
' em .  Den dere ' s  troubles an ' fuss . 

( Do they take only one bean?) 
No , dey take about a couple of beans . 
(They just throw them there under the house?)  
Undah somewhere in a dark spot where they won ' t  see it . 
Then yo ' kin take those red beans otherwise an ' don ' t  soak ' em at all - jes ' 

leave ' em  clear lak , wit a wish ovah ' em ,  an ' place ' em  with a cover ovah dem dat 
night , an ' throw 'em in de yard where dey will grow , in dose people ' s  yard . An ' 
as them beans grows , they goes . 

Ah ' ve heard dat form of whut we call a form of liquid of bitter aloes, an ' 
dis liquid is formed an ' put into somethin ' to soften a material, an ' dat bitter 
aloes an ' de guinea seeds will work together . See . De guinea seeds will nevah 
mix with the bitter aloes . But then those names are put in this bottle an ' they 
are rolled - to an ' fro ' - to an ' fro ' - to an' fro ' - an' j ust whatevah they 
want on that they'll say it - an ' take it an ' jes ' throw it around where people 
kin contact it an ' throw it in yore house wit a wish fo ' a fuss [and throw it] to 
de fo ' aorneps . That makes confusion . It ' s  something that will make confusion 
of itself . 

Ah ' ve heard of so much concerning a broom . Well, yo ' kin buy a brand-new 
broom an ' yo ' take - now , heah ' s  a case if ah wanta keep yo' away from heah . 
Well, ah ' ll j es' name that broom yo' an ' ah ' ll turn it in a corner an ' ah ' ll 
keep it . 

(What do you mean , turn it in the corner?)  
Upside down . Den every day ah go spit on dat broom an ' curse ro' , an ' ah ' m 

sending yo ' away from heah . Den aftah a certain length of nine days ah sweep 
out . Then ah ' ll take that broom an ' break that broom in three parts an ' don ' t  
use it but put it in the garbage can , an ' say , "Ah send yo ' away with this . " 

(He ' s  gone to stay away . ) [ Sorry ! I should have said , " I ' m  gone . " ]  
Well, yo ' make a white cake , such as is called an angel cake . Jes ' befo ' 

this cake gits cold yo ' take these three straws , brand-new straws , an '  then yo ' 
set the white , the b lue , an ' the pink light - set de white in de center . An ' 
dat name is put - whoevah yo ' want to . 

(After you put these lights around , what do you do now?)  
Lak first ah told yo ' - that chew make the cake , then yo ' put these three 

lights . Yo ' have the name wrote - make a white icin ' an ' write de name on it . 
That would be mo ' fo ' a weddin ' or somepin good . Then yo ' take those three 
straws an ' go all aroun ' .  As yo ' stick those three straws , yo ' say , "Nuthin 
kin part me - as these three straws stand together , we stand ; divided , we fall. " 

(That ' s  if you want to hold someone?)  
S omeone - or even a form of a marriage . 
Ah understan ' ,  see , if yo' wanta bring someone back , every day at a certain 

hour , yo ' light a match . Yo ' say , "Now , ah ' m  gon ' a  light this light fo ' nine 
days" - jes ' the match . An ' then as this match gits half way - yo ' don ' t  let 
it burn COmQletely out - yo ' set ' em all in a row , see . An ' as yo ' set ' em in 
a row , yo ' set ' em to yo ' , an ' yo ' say , "Come , come to me . "  An' jes ' say so many 
days , an ' yo ' make it j es' lak yo' sayin ' steps . An' in between those matches 
yo ' callin ' dere name , "Come , come , come . "  

Aftah that is done , those matches must be carried an ' not burnt or destroyed . 
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They must be  j es '  buried or put in a j ar an ' tied with a piece of  b lue thread an ' 
kept together . I t  mo ' best if dey tie ' em  an ' put ' em together . An '  yo ' s ay , 
"Now , as we are matched , we are mates . "  
--rhere 1 s  a form that they says they burn ' em  fo ' luck such as p lacin '  incense 

roun ' ' em an ' burn ' em ,  an ' s ome burns ' em  in de yard ; an ' dere is a form of 
takin ' ' em  an ' burnin ' incense on de ole sole of de shoe , an ' let de smoke 
contact all through de house .  

Then there i s  a sayin ' o f  takin ' a shoe when a par ty ' s  gone - git the two 
shoes an ' bury ' em with the t"oes facin ' the s treet comin ' in , an ' that party 
will come in an ' s tay ther e .  

(Well , that one about burying the shoes , what i s  that for? ) 
That ' s  fo ' luck an ' success in the home . 
Ah ' ve heard of whut chew call a fish-cane [ fishing-cane ] weed [bamboo ] , an ' 

wit dis fish-cane weed yo ' have s ome b lack-eyed peas , an ' yo ' shoot ' em  off in 
direction dat individual lives . An '  as yo ' shoot dat bean [pea ] , if yo ' want him 
tub git kilt , why yo ' shoot off fo ' h im tuh git  murdered ; if yo ' want him tuh 
move , yo ' shoot off dat wish dat dey move - whatevah prospects dat chew have in 
mind , yo ' do that . 

[The peas and beans she mentions are the same thing ( Vigna sinensis ) ,  a trop
ical plant widely cultivated in southern Un ited S tates for forage , green manure , 
and food . Although called b lack-eyed pea , b lack-eyed bean , cowpea , and o ther 
names , the p lant belongs to the family Fabaceae , being more nearly related to 
the bean than to the pea . ] 

(The reason I asked you if you ever heard of that , I heard something s imilar 
to that up in Norfolk , Virginia , several years ago , but it is quite different , 
they us ed a reed cane . They b low them out like a b ean shooter . )  

Yes , an ' dey supposed tub s catter as dey go , but chew b low ' em in the dire c
t ion of the party live , an ' yo ' go eithah to a do ' or a window , not outs ide 
yo ' s tand tub let it go out , to expand , j es '  lak if yo ' d  go out tub go  an ' shoot 
off a pis tol . 

Well , ah heard dey take a b lack candle an ' yo ' write chure name in a crawfish 
hole - take first de crawfish hole an ' yo ' po ' b lack molasses down , den s tick 
yore name all kinda funny ways . An ' then yo ' set  there an ' yo ' watch this b lack 
candle burnin ' an ' wish dat chew ' d  meet a accident by a car or s omethin ' . Yo ' 
surely tub git it . 

Well , that ' s  gotta be where there is a [ ant ] bed . 
(Yes , where they have all that dirt out of the ground . )  
Well , [ this ] is tub j es '  eat chew up - well , ah have heard . This come from an 

ole-time worker . This is not the late worker that ah 'm givin ' yo ' .  They takes 
an ' git a piec e  o f  livah an 1 they write chure name an ' they cut that livah so  dat 
it would be  so that they could sew it up [your name ins ide ]  with a b lack thread , 
yo ' know , an ' dey go  to  where that ants bed is . I t ' s  quite natural that ants is 
goin ' eat up that meat , an ' as that ants eats up that meat , there is a cur ious 
condition that comes j es '  lak a crawlin ' condition all through the body . · See , 
an ' yo ' j es '  feel like things are workin ' in yo ' , an ' de doctors j es '  can ' t  con
tact whut that is - that is eating yore ins ides . An 1 as de  ants carries it off , 
dat ' s  j es '  de way yo ' ll go . 

•Well , it ' s  two ways of  us in ' de frog .  There is a way that yo ' eat - ah ketch 
a frog an ' ah put h im in a cage lak a trap , an ' that p iece of bread that chew ' d  
eat [ had been eating ] , ah ' d  put i t  in that frog ' s  mouth an ' h e  would git i t , an ' 
ah don ' t give him a thing else to eat , not a drop of  watah or nuthin , an ' that 
frog he j es '  jumps around - an ' hops - an ' hops - an ' hops  - an ' that ' s  the way 
yo ' ll act - peculiar j es '  lak yo ' los in '  yore mind . Dere ' s  no cure fo ' yo ' when 
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dat frog passes an' falls to pieces - why yo' j es' gone. 
Then there is a way of takin' an' strippin' an' cuttin' that frog open right 

through de center of de stomach an' gettin' the intestines of that frog an' wrap
ping yore name around it with black thread an' puttin' back in that frog an' then 
bury that frog on his back again. Consequently, yo'll get a condition dat will 
j es' work lak a lulamgo [lumbago? ] condition through the limbs or whatevah other 
term ah would call that - artheritis [arthritis ] .  An' yo'll nevah git well of 
it, an' de question, yo' know whut artheritis brings on. 

( Finally, you will die.) 
Take de cat hair and de dog hair - yo' git de hair from a bullfrog or a vi

cious dog, an' yo' take an' gits the eat's hair, an' git her hair undah her 
stomach. An ' yo' take this individual's name an' yo' write it all sorts of ways 
wit indelible pencil an' den yo' take an' tie that dog an' cat hair around dere 
an' den yo' put it a fiah with some gunpowder, so it makes an' explosion in de 
center of de yard, an' say to it, "Fight, yo' son-of-bitches, an' do whut chew 
gotta do." Dat, dey claims, de two people will j es' fight until dey go tuh 
j ail - march right tuh j ail. 

Ah'm j es' tellin' yo' de experience dat ah've learnt from older people. 
Well, dey git whut they call - wal, some people uses de war watah , but de o ld 

contact WoPkePB used dis ole bluein'. An ' dey use lysol an' dey put dis dog an' 
cat hair down there an' yore name an' dey j es' - shake it up - an' shake it up -
an' shake it up - whatevah dey want, den dey put chew on yore haid [turn the 
bottle upside down ] ,  an' dey put de Bible on dis cork, [remove the Bible ] ,  an' 
they run needles an' pins through it [cork]  an' tie that cork wit a piece [of 
string ] , an' in tyin' dey say, "Ah tie yo' down to stay down in j ail. " 

( They put this lye salt - what do you mean by lye salt? ) 
Lysol whut we use fo' disinfectin'. 
(And then this cat hair in the bottle. Is that in a dark bottle or j ust a 

plain bottle? ) 
Well, it should be in a dark bottle. 
Ah heah of 'em usin' dat by contactin' de chicken's heart. An' dey put chure 

name in dat chicken's heart an' dey run nine needles an' nine pins through it, if 
dey wanta give yo' a constantly agony. Well, dey don't bury it. Dey j es' leave 
it stay till it dries up an' that will give yo' a sort of a leakin' condition in 
de heart, but if they bury it, it will give yo' a smotherin' condition. 

Den dey kin contact de entrails of a chicken an' dey don't write any name or 
anything on it. Jes' take that entrails an' that chicken haid an' dey carry it 
an' put it to yore do', an'

. 
make a wish j es' whatevah they want tuh fall on yo' 

through that chicken entrails. That goes with yo', an' as that's moved of f an ' 
carr�ed wherevah it is, to the plant or wherevah it is, that condition will go 
along with whatevah they place with that chicken. 

Then they take a black chicken an' they put chew in that chicken with all 
dif f'rent sort of ingredients, such as peppah, such as salt, such as soda, an' 
all such - anything that would j es' foam up permanent. An' dey'd put chew in 
dere in dat chicken, an' maggots an' warms [worms ] begins tuh eat an' tuh form 
an' yo'll j es' decay away - git a form of a consumption. 

( In what form would they put you in that chicken? )  
Yo ' hav� tuh use names practically at all times. Jes' write it on brown 

papah, if it wus a colored person ; if it's a white person, on white papah such 
as parchment papah. All colored people are put on brown papah. 

Yo 1 ve heard of takin' de rattlesnake - that's blindin' yo'. 
Well, they git the rattlesnake, de pure rattlesnake, these people out through 

de country, an' they parch it in a stove an' if dey git anywhere near yo', why 
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dey place it in yore hat . Dey wish upon it , but it  has tuh be  mixed wit a 
certain ' mount of peppah , an ' that gits into the eyes . Well , it  j es '  gives ' em  
whut dey call toteetal b lindness .  

(What kind of pepper do you mix with this ? Black? ) 
Red peppah - not too much .  
(Where would they get this dried s tuff from - anywhere on the rattlesnake or 

the whole snake? ) 
No , dey git  de part where de rattles come . 
(Oh , the buttons . )  
Ah heard o f  ' em takin ' de catfish de same way . Well , dey git a line an ' go 

an ' git  a fish-hook an ' go an ' ketch a catfish an ' then they ' ll write chure name 
an ' yore age , if they kin git  it , an ' the month dat chew were bo ' n  in , an ' j es '  
whatevah they want . They put that in that cat fish an ' they throw it back in the 
watah an ' tell it , "Sail" - an ' as he sails , yo ' sail . 

Dey don ' t use that in de city , ah don ' t hardly think , because they take that 
horn - they cuts this horn [something - little butt off ? ] an ' then they dPess 
it . Some people dpess i t  with a form whut  they call WaP watah - different 
forms - an ' then they s tick that at each end of that s tep fo ' a fall . Yo ' see , 
a cow he butts an ' goes fo ' a fall . An ' as yo ' go , yo ' always stumb lin '  an ' yo ' 
fall , an ' yo ' s tumb le an ' yo ' fall . 

From de cow horn , git  that little butt  an ' yo ' dpess it . Put it on each 
side - heah ' s de step heah , yo ' put it  [demonstrates ] ,  "An ' ah wish j es '  lak dat 
cow will , "  she j es '  butts an ' goes . Well , yo ' j es '  falls an ' be cltunsy . 

(You put one of each , each horn , on either s ide of the s teps ? )  
Yes . 
[A note of the time or a little later reads , " I  believe this is an example of 

an agile mind arising to the occas ion . "  This mental agility , a legitimate prac
tice when done by an expert worker such as we have here , I have discussed in the 
INTRODUCTION .  ] 

Ah ' ve heard of that , whut we call a wasps ' nest .  They take the wasp nest an ' 
dey git  vinegar . Dey git fo' thief' [thieves ] vinegaP , b lack vinegar - four 
thief, b Zaak vinegaP , an ' de red vinegar . See .  An ' they place yore name in it  
an ' if  dey kin git  chure landlord , well , dey ketch his  name an ' they write chure 
name across  his ' n ,  an ' dey ' ll put the number of yore house wrote b ackwards , not 
s traight . Dey j es '  turn around - if it  wus 2930 , it  would be  3029 . An '  dey ' d  
put i t  in dere an ' dey ' d  git de peppah as ho t  as dey kin git  it . Dey g i t  nine 
navy peppahs , or dey git  b irdeye , or they git  that othah kind of peppah , an ' then 
they put that in that b ottle an ' at times dey b o il i t  on de b ack of  de s tove . 
An ' long as dat ' s  kept hot , well dat ' s  j es '  ho t  agains t yo ' , an ' de landlord he 
nevah be satisfied wit whut chew give him an ' yo ' j es '  have tuh move . 

Ah ' ve heard of f iles not fo ' bad things ; ah ' ve heard of f iles used for good 
things . Ah ' ve heard of _three files placed at the do ' wit a wish tuh keep yore 
enemies - if anything that ' s  being done evil around - in the mud ; dat dese files 
will pick up that condition . Then ah ' ve heard of three files , brand-new , used 
with the man who yo ' wanta keep , with his name - and bury it with his name c

.
omin ' 

forward in to keep him home . 
Dere ' s  a form of usin ' saltpeter to keep yo ' . Well , yo ' git  some saltpeter , 

on•de first Friday of de month or de f irst - well , any Mondays , Wednesdays an ' 
Frid ays , an ' yo ' would place it to de fo' aopneps of yope house wit a wish dat 
chew make . 

An '  S t .  Peter is always used tuh hold . S t .  Peter locks against yo ' an ' he 
brings to yo ' , but chew ask him tuh unlock an ' to keep yo ' in dis place an ' tuh 
lock de do ' on de othah individual . 
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People make novenas . Da t ' s  all tub S t .  Rita . She had two sons an ' a husband 
dat were very cruel an ' people go an ' pray tub her if dey have any troub les or 
dif ficulties with their husbands . Why , it ' s  de whole way , if it ' s  death - or 
j es '  whatevah she desires tub move - but prac tically , mostly they die . 

Well , S t .  Espedee works very quickly .  His light is a red light on a Wednes
day . He ' s  f o ' close s crapes - he ' s  fo ' quick money . But then there is a call . 
behin ' him .  Somebody mus t  go behin ' S t .  Espedee . He takes unless yo ' give him 
f lowers . Yo ' mus t give him f lowers b ecaus e if not , then someone out the house 
will pass on . 

He is de guardin ' ang el an ' he conquers an ' yo ' kin contro l through him .  Yo ' 
kin j es '  tell S t .  Michael anything yo ' des ire tub do an ' he moves up or he brings 
to yo ' . 

He ' s  fo ' peace an ' S t .  Jos eph is fo ' weddings . 
The Mo ther o f  Perpetual He lp is fo ' general help an ' her mo ther , S t .  Ann -

dat ' s  her mo ther - why i f  you pray to her , yo ' ll always have some man . She ' s  de 
type that will always keep yo ' with a good husband or a good provider if yo ' con
s t antly pray tub her . 

An '  S t .  Jos eph , h e  works the b igges t kind of weddings , form [ formal ] weddings , 
ah mean beautiful wedding s . An ' yo ' mus t nevah give him small lights - always 
big lights ; de larger the lights are , the bet tah they are . 

(And S t .  Anthony ? )  
Well , S t .  Anthony is "Los t footsteps an ' he ' s  fo ' j ob s , working on close 

s crapes , if it ' s  los t proper ty . 
(Do the people down here around New Orleans speak of goofeP dus t ? )  
Well , dey contact some s o rta goo[eP dust from de drug s to ' s .  Ole- time work

�' why they git gPaveyaPd diPt from de graveyard , an ' dog dirt , an ' dried 
ch icken dirt , together , an ' mix it up an ' make dey own goo[eP , in de form of  a 
b lack peppah [mix it so  that it looks like b lack pepper ] .  

Ah heard of ' em takin ' b lack chicken manure an ' when it ' s  ripe - an ' write 
dere name on a piece of b lack pa�ah or s ome b lack cloth wi th a chalk an ' j es '  
smear it ovah , smear it ovah , an fold it . Now , de wish kin be  dat chure bowels 
will run yo ' ,  or it kin be dat it will b e  s topped up . An ' den i t ' s  p laced in a 
big ole cork , one des e b ig corks . Ah dunno know whether yo ' heard dat s tory 
b efo 1 • An ' then it ' s  buried towards de sunset , an ' j es '  whatevah way - if dey 
want de b owels tub move or tub ch eck - dey ch eck it [wish for i t ] . Dey contact 
a b owel condition . 

Why yo ' git a dog dat doesn ' t have a very easy pas s age an ' if yo ' kin put the 
name in dat pas sage - stick de name in dat passag e  an ' keep , always keep i t  where 
it ' s  dry an ' dey will contact a dry b owels . 

We ll , yo ' go tta have a pair now , a male an ' a female , an ' yo ' say , "Now , 
heah ' s  Mary an ' dere ' s  Henry . "  

(These two doves . )  
Yo ' name de two doves an ' yo ' keep dem in de cage together , an ' as long as 

those two doves lives an ' yo ' feed ' em ,  why we ' ll always be kind an ' live as two 
doves . 

Den dey take two feathers from de male an ' from de female an ' dey take an ' 
write dere names , an ' wrap ' em  around with a piece of b lue ribbon . An ' yo ' put 
' em in s omethin' , mayb e a very fancy pillah , mos t  likely a pi llah , somethin ' very • 
fancy , an ' keep it . That keeps those  two people together . They mus t b e  always 
placed though , ag in , in where there is othah feathers wi th this dove feather . 

Dey take a snail fo ' tub take de spells off . Yo ' contact whut they call a 
b lack snail an ' dey g i t  ab out twelve of ' em an ' dey place ' em  in a little bag . 
An '  if an individual has been fixed so that they are mayb e cra zy or it ' s  not of 
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a natural source dat kin be reached by a doctor , yo ' put ' em in that bag an ' yo ' 
dispense ' em down that person ' s  back until dey dies an ' j es '  passes on . Some 
people buries ' em  but the proper thing is tub put salt on ' em an ' burn ' em .  

(That takes the disease away ? )  
Pronouncin ' dat whoevah dat did de spell , when yo ' burn ' em ,  an ' de spell 

return back to dem . 
Dere ' s  a way of  usin ' gar lic fo ' good . Take yo ' seven pods of garlic , wit ·  

seven drops of oil of peppermint , an ' burn in de home af tah midnight .  Dat will 
expand evil spirits , evil conditions , an ' bring yo ' success . 

Take their name an ' write it  on a round piece of papah , shaped lak a wheel , 
an ' place it in de limb of a tree an ' let it go . [This wheel pinned or nailed 
to the limb spins with the wind . ] 

(What will that do ? )  
Make yo ' leave . 
Go out de railroad track an ' git a spike from de railroad . Well , be sure yo ' 

take a good pocketknife an ' cut de spike out an ' git an ' ole piece of  clothin ' of 
yores an' j es '  spike that nail down back on yore clothes . As long as that spike 
is down on those clothes , that j es '  keeps yo ' a-goin ' an ' goin ' , constantly 
goin ' , an ' yo ' re goin '  all de time . Yo ' re goin ' all de  time an ' yo ' nevah s tay 
in one p lace , nevah satisfied nowhere yo ' goes . 

(You j us t  put that clothing in a hole , and spike it down in there? )  
Cut de hole - yo ' s ee where de crosstie goes , an ' nail i t  wit a big spike . 

Yo ' have tub g o  at night when de law won ' t s ee yo ' . 
(Then you cover the hole up ? )  
Jes ' - yo ' may cut the hole yo ' know , enough where d e  spike will g o  in de 

wood . See , it ' s  put in de wood . An ' de piece of cloth is p laced in there an ' 
den it ' s  spiked down with that nail on that railin ' , that wooden part . 

There ' s  s o  many forms of bringin ' luck in business . There ' s  a f orm of concoc
tion boiled with pars ley ,  garlic an ' raisins , an ' set  it tub coo l .  Then there ' s  
put in this .oil of lavender an ' oil of yerbena , oil of cloves an ' green oil ,  whut 
is called now fo ' de  hearin ' - green oil ,  not wintergreen oil ,  j es '  green oil . 
Yo ' kin use wintergreen oil , too , but green oil . Den it ' s  crabapple oil , Jockey 
Club , white rose an ' honeysuckle - dif f ' rent perfumes - dat ' s  put into that , an ' 
then yo ' mop yore place with it . Put some beer in it , or j es '  accordin ' , some 
sugah . Then there is a form of magnolia milk used . This magnolia milk is used 
with crabapp le an ' white rose an ' mixed in a can thoroughly , an ' on Mondays , 
Wednesdays an ' Fridays , yo ' mops i t  off an ' dey shore comin ' in . 

(That is t o  bring in customers . Where do you get this magnolia oil [milk ] ? )  
Yo ' buy it , but yo ' have tub g o  maybe to a wholesaler drug s to ' . 
Yo ' contact a brand-new sponge dat has nevah been used an ' yo ' git de rain 

watah dat de thunder an ' lightnin ' has nevah hit , an ' yo ' put dis sponge in de 
watah an ' yo ' say , "By S t . Paul , by S t .  Peter [a s lip of  the tongue - in a later 
rite she puts S t .  Peter f irs t ] , by the Lord God dat made us all , de policeman 
cannot come an ' dey cannot s tay ,  an ' dey cannot come near heah . "  An ' yo ' keep 
that sponge . 

(That is  to keep the law away . )  
An' dat spong e  af tah yo ' kin dr>ess i t  wit a good form of whut we call rum . 

eyo ' take quicksilver an ' p lace it in a capsule an ' p lace it in a lap of a 
coat - a coat lak a man wears - an ' put his wishes when he ' s  goin ' an ' comin ' in 
a professional way , an ' he will be met with very p leasant with those he meets . 

(Put it  in his what ? )  
I n  his lap (lapel or pocket lapel) [ this i s  the comment by trans criber ] ,  in de 

coat , an ' when it ' s  taken to have pressed , it mus t be always taken out . 
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An ' dere ' s  a form of usin ' a quicksilver j es '  on a piece of plain · papah , wi th 
the name , an ' j es '  leavin ' it set somewhere s till , an ' every now an ' den de heat 
of de palm of de hand placed on it af tah it ' s  [ s omething ] wi t a ceremony fo ' whut 
chew des ire . 

(Wha t will tha t do? ) 
Any form of work dat chew ask f o ' through dis quicks ilver has a form of 

drawin ' . Quicks ilver [ is ]  something that draws very quickly . 
[Why did I fail to ask for a sample ceremony ? At the time I mus t  have known 

or susp ected what  she was talking ab out . Th e palm of the hand pla ced over quick
s ilver near the letters in a name has possib ili ties . Ques tion-and-answer or yes
and-no divina tion is also possible . Somewhere I feel I have something s imilar if 
I can f ind it . See my no te la ter , following foo tprint rite , ab ou t the exper t 
worker expecting me to fill in some of the details . ]  

There ' s  a form of g i ttin '  a s ilver quar ter from a person tha t will no t give 
yo ' any money . An' yo ' take a s ilver quar ter an ' yo ' write his name in that  
s ilver quarter an ' yo ' place it in a small b ag , sew it  in a chamois , with the 
white lodes tone , he an ' she , with the best of stee l dust . An ' yo ' wear that , 
cons equently tha t would draw that man . Yo '  could place it  in the bot tom of the 
sole of the foot , or anywhere on the pers on . An ' yo ' d  dress it wi th the bes t  of 
perfume whut we would call cologne . 

Git black hen ' s  dirt when it is warm , an ' it is minis t ered in de f orm of a 
food or some thin ' or g iven to yo ' in a liquid f orm , an ' dat wish is made upon it 
an ' it contacts whut we call a pyorrhea of de gums . [ This is a var iant , her 
spirit form , of  rubb ing black-hen manure on a person ' s  bite  to make his teeth 
drop out . ] 

Git dis b one from a black ca t , boilin ' an ' makin ' a ceremony of it , an ' ea tin' 
de f lesh [a rare variant ] ,  an ' den takin ' tha t bone at  de midnigh t hour an ' goin ' 
to de fo ' ks of de road , an ' den it ' s  a ceremony perf o ' med ovah it  an ' den dey 
contact de meetin ' de devil . An' when dey do dey suppos ed tub be invis ib le tub 
s teal or tub do wi tchcraf t or any thing they want . 

Since ah ' ve learnt [ this work ] , ah think it ' s  all heavy goin ' s ince de law has 
gotten so  s trict . 

(These dance ceremonies and things ? )  
Well , dey have a tambour ine an ' set lights of  all diff ' rent colors on de 

f lo ' - b ig lights , mas ter ligh ts - an ' they have red beans an ' they have rice , 
an ' they have the bes t  of food . Then they all set  aroun ' with their laig s cross
ed , an ' de ballet lady she dances in b e tween those lights , an ' th ey all f ollow 
her a-dancin ' tha t ceremony,  an ' dey supposed to read de 30 th Psalms of  David , 
an ' wha t evah they dancin ' , if it tub kill yo ' ,  or what evah it  is , i t ' s  done . 

(You say tha t ' s  all dying ou t now - i t ' s  hard to f ind ? )  [ Three periods fol
lowing the word done in the trans crip tion shows that my comment merely repeats 
what  she said while machine was s topped for changing cylinder . For hoodoo dance , 
see also pp . 79 5-79 7 . ] 

Yes . 
They g i t  that foot track , if dey kin git the whole foot track - pieces won ' t do 

so  good . Yo '  take a shovel - dis is de way ah heard it  - an ' they take it up an ' 
put it on a t inplate , an ' den dey write chur e name any kinda [way ] dey write it . 
An' den de� burn a brown ,  an ' a red , an ' a black light , an ' dey let de smoke go 
up de f iah hear th . An ' whatevah dey wishin ' upon yore haid , dat shall f all upon 
yo ' shor tly - shor ten yore foot tracks or what evah it is . 

Ah ' ve heard ' em take de f ingernails , de toenails , an ' de husks of de foot , an ' 
parch i t  on de  s tove . An ' dey put it in somethin ' sweet an ' give i t  to a person 
tub eat tub make ' em like ' em .  An' [ or ]  then th ey take it an ' boil i t , an ' they 
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will g ive yo ' three drops of the likker off  it  in de liquid form ,  if dey wish to . 
An '  if yo ' eat that , "Mah f eet shall hold yo ' an ' mah nails shall clutch yo ' . "  

Dey take the locks of  de hair - so many things can be done - an ' dey take de 
locks of de hair an ' write chure name on a p iece of papah an ' wrap yore hair 
round three need les an ' wear it in de bottom of de shoe - dat s teel it  holds an ' ·
dat hair keeps yo ' a wa:veroin ' mind always to me . 

(That is to hold a pers on . Do you wear it  in the shoe ? )  
Yes . 
Den dey kin take that hair an ' bury it wi th a wish ovah yo ' ,  an ' salt it  an ' 

peppah i t , an ' s t ick it  in de ground an ' yore hair will nevah grow in . Ins tead 
of growin ' , it ' ll f all out yore haid - that will f all out an ' it nevah will grow .  
Yo ' contact whut chew call a bones [ skull ] condition .  

Well , dey take de bow outa de back o f  a man ' s hat . Some burns it in lamps , 
but they othah ways . Yo ' take de bow outa de man ' s  hat an ' wr ite his name an ' 
yore name aroun ' it . Tie i t  in nine knots aroun ' de papah , an ' den place it  down 
in nine diff ' rent oils . I t  mus t no t b e  perfume , it  mus t be nine diff ' rent oils , 
an ' keep it , an ' every third day yo ' shake it  an ' call him ,  an ' keep his mind 
tuhwards yo ' • 

Dere ' s  a f orm dat chew take de person ' s  pictur e an ' git  a clear glass of 
watah . Sweeten de g lass of  watah an ' take it  - if it ' s  a larg e p i cture , enough 
where yo ' kin s et it ovah de g lass of watah - an ' place it b ehin ' yore b ed an ' 
leave it  s tay there . Say ,  "Now , as yore photo is heah , yo ' re wi th me all de time 
an ' yo ' shall come an ' yo ' shan ' t leave me . Yo ' comin ' • " 

Take a man ' s  photo an ' - writin '  de name an ' s t ickin ' yore name across theirs , 
an ' facin ' it  f ace tub f ace to de lookin ' g lass - tell it , "Keep a- lookin ' at 
chew-self until yo ' come . "  Or if you kin keep it  in de home , say , "Yo ' ll stay 
heah an ' look at chew-self f o ' evah wi th me . "  

Dey gits  the dirty socks an ' they wr ites the man ' s  name on de papah , an ' dey 
put de name an ' dey pin it ovah with a pin ,  an ' den dey put nine knots to that 
an ' dey put some lodes tone in it , an ' dey ' ll run de need les an ' p ins in all 
diff ' rent directions , an ' den it ' s  put in de ear th . Firs t dey open de earth an ' 
dey put some salt an ' dey put some sugah an ' dey j es '  bury it , an ' de [ your ] lef t 
foot is stamped three times , which is close to de heart , "Now , s tay home an ' � 
peaceful . "  

(Do they bury both socks ? )  
Both socks - they are tied tog ether . 
Dey take that han ' writin '  - ah don ' t know whether yo ' ve heard this form - an ' 

when it ' s  placed undah a light in a white saucer , and ah ' ll j es '  say lak this , 
"Now , this is yore name . This is yo ' • No res t ,  no peace . Yo ' gotta wr ite to 
me . Ah gotta heah from yo ' . "  An '  ah j es '  burn a white , a b lue , a pink , an ' a 
yellow light , one a day on dat writin ' , until ah kin git  whut ah want . 

(You can wish anything you want to . )  
Take an ' sew a shroud wi th that need le an ' then take that need le an ' wr ite dat 

individual ' � name ah wanta keep with me , an '  stick it in a papah an '  put a lot of 
sweeten ' s  [ sweetening s ]  on it  an '  bury it . 

(That is to hold him and keep him there? ) 
. Ye� - dat dead person ' s spir it  will contact ' im there f o ' evah . 

(You say a dog means everything bad - nothing that ' s good . )  
Yes . 
Dey take yore name an ' put i t  in de f ig tree . Well , some people dey say dey 

put it in a natural tree , but chew supp osed tub put it in de f ig . [You ] can have 
a green f ig , an ' put chure name in dat f ig an ' de butt end of dat fig is buried 
at de root of dat tree . Well , dat f ig is bound tub decay an ' f all , an ' then yo ' 
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j es '  fall . Yo ' cain ' t  f igure out anything - git  whut chew call lak mindless 
befo ' yo ' do go . 

Gi t dat an ' pass her out very quickly . Well , dey j es '  ketch de urine an ' put 
it in a bottle an ' cork it , an ' wrap it with a piece of cord an ' cross de cord 
across de bottle , an ' den put the nine tacks , an ' whosomevah - put dat at de  foot 
of that fig tree . 

(Put that at the foot of that fig tree . )  
An '  you f ix it so that the urine will s eep , an ' as dey urine seep , den dey ' ll 

be  siftin '  [ s eep ing ] away . 
(How do you mean they cross the cord on that bottle? ) 
Jes ' dis de  way [ d emons trates . ]  
(They wrap it around one way and then they turn that b ottle around and wrap it 

the other way . ) [Make the form of  a cross . ]  
[The following rite is cer tainly the mos t elaborate hand or toby or mojo ever 

made - bui lt is the word preferred bh some persons . ]  
Dey gits whut chew call a thunde� ott .  
(What is a thundeP.bolt? ) 
That ' s  where the lightnin ' struck a tree [see p . 6 5 5 ] - an ' [ g i t ] de pearl ou t 

of  a f ish-eye - den dey git  everlastin ' powder - den git love [powder ] ,  git de 
white an ' de p ink - den dey git dis stee l dust - an ' den dey git bird of paradise 
seeds - an ' dey gits a lodes tone - an ' den dey git a silver dime - an ' then yo ' 
git whut chew call Irish moss  - an ' den yo ' git  de old-fashioned cloves , an ' cin
namon , an ' allspice , an ' nutmeg - an ' yo ' grate that up . Prepare all that in a 
saucer together . Then yo ' git  a pars ley s eed an ' yo ' put that in there . Then 
yo ' git whut they call a small mustard s eed an '  put that in there . An '  yo ' pu t 
dat in de sack wi th this piece of money . No humans , no dead bones goes wi th dis . 
S ew it  in a piece of red f lannel an ' den yo ' s ew it into a shammw-skin , an ' dey 
soak i t  in [feed i t  with ] whiskey - some good whiskey - fo 1 a certain leng th o f  
time , an ' dey say , "By St . Peter , by St . Paul , b y  the Lord God that made u s  all . "  
Make this wish fo ' .su cces s in gamb lin ' wherevah thes e part ies are . 

[The preceding bird of paradise seeds I do not know . She may mean paradise 
s eed = grains of paradise , discussed elsewhere . ]  

(They ' ll have succes s ? )  
Yes , that ' s  supposed t o  b e  lu cky in any sort o f  form o f  money . 
[One more thing ab out this luaky hand , my informant does not know what a 

thunderbolt is . Her thunderbolt is a splinter from a piece of  wood struck by 
lightning - a good substitute (see lightning-struck wood in Index) but not the 
genuine article . If an amateur like me may cri ticize a specialis t ,  she should 
not have included ever lastin ' powder. A time limit , not over s even years , should 
always be placed on a hand. ] 

Al l bad things is done on the dark of  the moon . 
(Good things are done on the . ) 
Light of the moon an ' bad things on de da ' k  of de moon ; everything bad yo ' 

s ee , den dey ket ch yo ' an ' fix yo ' in de was t e  of de  moon . 
Dey kin git  a piece o f  a pers on ' s  cloth , especially dere is somethin ' very 

particular from de woman , an ' dey ketch j es '  between de hour of dawn an ' de mid
night house , [house sounds like astrology ] , an ' bury it to d e  s e t t in '  sun , an ' 
quite natural it ' s  j es '  a ole drag ,  si cky condition .  

There is •such a thing a s  getting well watah an 1 rivah watah an ' de lake watah 
an ' put de three together [see THREE WATERS , p . 654 ] an ' bath yore face fo ' nine 
days to cut off a aross aondition dat ' s  been b ad ly fixed an ' cain ' t be  undone . 

(Jus t bathe the face . In any particular way ? )  
Jes ' bathe it  - j es '  take the face l ak  that an ' let i t  dry , an ' then throw dat 
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watah where the traffic will take it  off  [see TRANSFERENCE ,  p . 3 83f . ] .  
[The expres s ion badly fixed an' cain ' t be undone is mos t  unusual and almos t 

frightening . Normally a cross condition or cross can be ki Z Zed. In addition to 
hope , my inf ormant was the f irst  person to g ive me a "magic" reason for the mag ic 
rite of trans f erence - some incomp etent person bungled . Contrariwise , and my 
presumption ,  the pers on picking up the cross from the traffic could be healed by 
f inding a comp etent healer . ] 

There is a form of us in ' whut we call waste away tea.  An ' it ' s  boiled an ' de 
b ath is given fo ' nine days s tripped , with saltpeter , tab le salt an ' epsom salts , 
an ' de s ame piece of rag dat wus used on one day mus t be used de next day .  Den 
that watah is p laced in a bucket or something an ' kep t unt il de nine days . An ' 
then that watah is throwed fo ' diff ' rent directions , "That this condit ion wi ll b e  
cas t o f f  d e  body . " 

There is so  many forms . There is a form that yo ' git  this � that we use , 
an ' yo ' boil that corn . I t ' s  anothah ingredient dat chew use with that , but ah 
know that yo ' take that co ' n  - yes , an ' yo ' git  a peach leaf an ' yo ' g i t  a willow 
leaf . I t ' s  three leaves becuz some people gives yo ' whut chew call a droopin ' 
condition , an ' yo ' boil thos e  together an ' yo ' s trip the individual ,  or dey s trip 
deyself an ' dey b athe this way an ' that way , across [demons trates ] .  

(They bathe diagonally down - down , only a diagonal . )  
[The b ather makes one s troke down diagonally to the lef t , and then a s imi lar 

s troke to the right , thus making "X ' s "  or cros s es down the b ody . An unusual 
rite ! This is ritual rather than regular b ath ing . For bathing downward , see 
pp . 3 7 4- 3 7 7 . ] 

That watah is throwed undah de hous e an ' dere some conditions ' res ted .  Yo '  
cain ' t stay in de hous e , some peop le goes into a voluntary craze in dere ho�. 

Den af tah dey po '  it  in de mole [mold ] of dey haid down , there is a way of  
takin ' a red onion an ' gettin '  de j ui ce out  of i t  an ' open de mo le of de haid 
with their prayers ovah an ' say ,  "Whoevah has put this on this individual ,  let 
it go back an ' le t them have peace" - an ' do it three days . An ' den on de third 
day make a big fiah somewhere an ' burn dis up , burn de onion . 

[The abrup t op ening of the preceding red onion rite shows that I did not 
switch on Telediphone quickly enough to include f irs t words of a sub s t itute rite 
for diagonal b athing . Ins tead of bathing , the water could have been poured on 
the mold of the head and allowed to run down the body . MY following comment also 
indicates the omiss ion - the bracket in it being an add it ion by my trans crib er to 
sugges t I should have said the hole was in the hair , not in the s calp . Correct ! 
But it  is also pos s ible I am merely repeating informant ' s  words . ]  

(You make a little hole [ in the hair ] right in the s calp . )  
Jes ' part  the hair an ' git that j uice from that onion . 
(Now , the one you j us t  told me b efore with that water [ three waters ] ,  the one 

wi th corn - j us t  those three things , the corn , the peach leaf , an ' the willow 
leaf . )  

Dey go all together . 
That can be taken fo ' success . 

evahlas ting , but chew mus t b e  sho ' 
root . 

That ' s  a root dat chew g i t  whut chew call life 
tha ' chew really git the life evahlast ing -

�Life ever las ting is  either the cudweed (many plants ) or p ear ly everlast ing , 
an American everlas t ing (AnaphaZis margaritacea) ,  also called live-forever - see 
both Live-forever and Life everlas ting in Index of FACI , 1s t ed . ]  

Den yo ' git  whut dey call a High John de Conker root. I t ' s  so  much to that . 
Den yo ' g i t  de cinnamon , de b ark cinnamon - yo ' have tuh g i t  the b ark . Then yo ' 
git  the bark offa a oak tree an ' yo ' boil  that . 
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(What kind of an oak? ) 
Jes ' de  red oak bark . G i t  de bark from d e  outs ide an ' yo ' boil it an ' yo ' 

take baths -in dat with [ s omething ] .  
(What is that supp osed to  do? ) 
That ' s  tub drive out evil conditions an ' bring success . 
(This is a bath - that is to get rid of bad luck an ' have success . )  
That is generally done through a woman person .  That they contact d e  dishcloth 

an ' aftah an interco 1 s e  they wipe with that dishclo th , an ' then fo ' a cer tain 
leng th of time they are des troyed . 

Take de Irish potato an ' make a face outa de Irish potato , de face an ' de 
nose , an ' then take a s t i ck an ' make de laigs , an ' then cut de center out of it -
yo ' have tub g i t  a nice one . Well , then yo ' pu t tobacco down in there , but yo ' 
soak i t  in whiskey. An '  den yo ' burn dat pers on [name ] in dere an '  j es '  keep ' em  
drunk all de time . An '  j es '  as that o le potato shrivel up , they j es '  shrivel an '  
kick off from liquor . 

(You take that name and write i t  on a piece of paper and stick in there , and 
the tobacco is soaked in whiskey . That is to make a person become onTY [ ornery ] 
or j us t  make them down-and-out . ) 

Yes , down - dey j es '  b e  so low that they wanta drink an ' drag an ' smoke 
cons tantly . 

[Apparent ly the potato rite can be  us ed either to cure a pers on from drinking 
or make him a drunkard - your intention determining whi ch . ] 

Dey kin g i t  de small hors eshoe [magnet ] an ' dey kin g i t  a piece of linen 
cloth - that ' s  tub bring a person to yo ' - an ' yo ' write dat name on dat linen 
_cloth . Then yo ' s et a tab le with a beautiful piece of white 

'
satin ,  an ' yo ' set 

a white light right in de center of that , an ' yo ' wrap this individual ' s  name 
around on this piece of linen , aroun ' dis  cloth - one-half [ tied ]  wi t b lue rib
b on an '  de othah half wit pink ribb on - an ' de magnif ied [magneti zed ] party , dat 
s teel draws [ the magnetized s teel hors eshoe draws the par ty ] . 

Den dere is a s aying dat chew take - g i t  a small magnif ied [magnet ized ] horse
shoe wit gold an ' silver magic sand an ' nail it up ovah de do ' an ' bring success . 
An '  then this is dPessed once a month what chew call wit Florida watah , an ' then 
rep laced with the gold and silver magic sand. 

(This g old and silver magic sand is bought some p lace? ) 
[ I  turned off machine before she could answer "yes . "  Magic sand is a commer

cial product - see �GIC SAND , p . 60 8 . ] 
Ah heard yo ' make ' em  talk with roos ter feathers . That ' s  mostly in a co ' t  

s crape - polly feathers , too . We ll , yo ' take an '  g i t  some b lack molasses an ' yo ' 
wanta take de part of  de ole roos ter that curls ovah - his o le cur ley part that 
s ticks up . Y o '  ketch de one dat holds de mos t ,  an ' yo '  put dat person ' s  name in 
there , an ' yo ' s tick de feathers through de name an ' then put it down in de bot
tle , an ' now yo ' say ,  "Jes ' as dat roos ter crows yo ' talk . " 

(You put the molas ses in that bottle , too . That is to make a person talk in 
cour t . )  

Dey say i f  he crows he brings has ty news . Yo ' ketch him an ' , i f  i t ' s  somebody 
yo ' wants tub s ee , why yo ' j es ' rub yore han ' s  ovah his haid , an '  yo ' s ay ,  "When 
yo ' crow , bring John - when you crow , bring John . " Then yo ' let him in somewhere 
where yo ' know he wi ll crow to [ facing ] de do ' ,  an '  den yo ' s ee dat person . 

De friz zly. chicken , all I ' ve heard , picks up conditions . [See DOCTOR FRIZZLY , 
p . 59 f . ]  

(Around the house . )  
De mockin ' b ird is somep in ,  he ' s  always s ing in ' , he ' s  cons tantly s ing in ' , an ' 

yo ' take an ' git dat mockin ' b ird ' s  food an ' yo ' mix it wi th some rice . Yo ' crack 
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de grains of rice an ' grits an ' sugah an ' keep i t , an ' yo ' ll always have success 
an ' peace . Dat b ird ' s all de time sing in ' . 

(What do you get  from the mockingbird ? )  
Yo ' contac t dat food where he ' s  ate out o f  there , i n  tha t cag e - yo ' see , dem 

seeds . 
(\&at he' s lef t , you mean - what b.e has lef t in his cage and hasn' t eaten . )  
Yo ' git d e  owl ' s  eye an ' yo ' take ' em  an ' let ' em  dry . Yo ' j es '  s ew  ' em  in a 

p lain piece of yellow co tton an ' keep ' em  an ' dress dem .  Dat ' s  fo ' succes s 
mos tly fo ' men , an ' luck , in gamb lin ' . Q!!_is dat de money would b e  on dat 
t ab le always uns een to de next par ty , but i t  s een unto I�' · 

Well , some people say an o le frog but ah don ' t believe in it . Dey say a frog , 
but dey git  mostly a bat  does that . 

Well , ah ' ve heard they git de chinches , de b edbugs , righ t undah de two wings . 
[In folklore a bat  is always full of b edbug s . ]  Ketch him ,  yo ' know·, while h e ' s 

ho t ,  dis bat . An '  dey git those  two s tones that he has [supposed to have ] an ' 
yo ' put ' em in that bag together , an ' yo ' write j es '  whatevah yo ' wish in dere . 
An '  while i t ' s  working yo ' go out , yo ' see .  

(That is for luck in gamb ling . You get thes e two chinches and these two 
s tones from the b at . )  

[The two s tones are usually confined to fish , especially the drumfish - see 
FISHHEAD ROCK , p . 55 2f . ] 

Yo ' ve heard about the lice , h aven ' t yo ' ?  
(These are body lice , you mean? ) 
Yeah - body lice , yes . 
(All righ t . ) 
Well , dey ketch dat body lice when he ' s  crawlin ' about an ' dey put ' em  in a 

b ag an ' sew him an ' keep h im .  Mos tly fas t women do ' s  that . [Fast is unusual -
everyone else calling them hus t Zin ' UJomen . ] An '  dey dress ' em  up yo ' know wit 
certain things an ' keep ' em  fo ' luck . 

(Do you know wha t  they us e in dressing that ? )  
Well , dey have the b es t  of p erfume ; j es '  whatevah p erfume dey like , dey dress 

i t  with tha t . 
(Are they supposed to s tay alive in there or will that kill them? ) 
Well , if he dies i t ' s  okay , but he mus t  b e  caught alive . 
[Fas t women used lice as early as 1888 , see under BEER , p . 672 ; a lso see LICE , 

p .  705£ . ] 
[This interview b eg an with a spintuaZ fom and ends with fas t UJomen and 

Ziae I I ! ]  

• 

(End of 1559 - next 1560 . ) 

THE PATIENT DOCTOR 

AH BE MIGHTY PROUD YO ' TAKIN ' INTEREST 
IN WHUT AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' 

YOU 'RE NOT NO CRA ZY 

WAYCROSS , GEORGIA 

[Usually I wait for a doctor - here the doatoP is waiting for me . I mus t  
introduce this man , informant 1165 , by quoting my Telediphone comment at the end 
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of thi s interview : ] 
["This fellow who was j us t  talking to me has lef t the room [ [ the interview had 

ended ] ]  - came from the country this morning nine miles . We went out and got 
him - that is , Edward [ [ and local contac t man ] ] went out and got him , and he was 
here waiting for me at six o ' clock . He had been waiting three hours before I 
got here . [ [The automob ile had to pick up other persons out in the country be
fore meeting me . ] ]  Everything he told me , he s tood up [ [ to tell ] ] - he is a man 
with a wooden leg - he got up and acted the who le thing . I hope that I can 
unders tand thes e thing s - I tried to follow him . He has b een very , very good . " ]  

[His material is on cy linders C362 : 1-C375 : 2a = 1943-19 56 . ]  

God didn ' t give ev ' ry man de same talents - a man gits same knowledge an ' de 
same Poots [but one man is super ior to the other ] .  

I don ' t care how ole a fellah is , a fellah can ' t g i t  too ole to learn . 
I ' m no t gon ' a challenge you in anything . 
[ I  was delighted to hear that . Bes ides , he was accep ting me as a fellow 

doatoP. ] 
(That ' s  right . )  
An '  I said this - cours e I met [you ] this mornin ' [when you came in ] - you ' re 

not no crazy - we ain ' t talkin ' no crazy . 
It ' s  kinda large propos ition for older heads an ' special [ ly ]  [me ] [ to exp lain 

what I know] , an ' if [you ] don ' t  wanta , you [need ] not axe [ask ] me no ques tion . 
I know about it , whut chew wanta know . You want s omepin another kinda quick 
power - like power . 

(Well , suppose I s tar t wi th a ques tion . )  
[ I  made the final trans cription o f  his opening sp eech and i t  is , as my no te 

of the time reads , "A li ttle diff icult to unders tand . "  My op ening ques tion is 
los t ,  I prob ab ly having turned off my machine momentarily . ]  

In de way ah know it , yo ' kin take a person hair - s trand of  dey hair out 
his haid , an ' yo ' kin take de hair j es '  like in mah ole hans 'auff [handkerchief ] 
dataway , an ' ins tead keepin ' dis end between an ' yo ' bring it back dere an ' yo ' 
kinda doub le it back , an ' yo ' have one end short an ' one [ end ] long . [He is 
demons trating - not worth my following him by Telediphone comment . ]  

(This s trand o f  hair? ) 
Yas sah , s trand of hair . Yo ' kin go anywhere around thes e livery s tab le an ' 

g i t  a hos s-tai l [horse tai l ]  or hair [ from tai l of hors e ] , an ' yo ' take it den 
an ' yo ' coil [curl? ] it , an ' see when yo ' do dat yo ' give yore hair a sort of a 
twis t - j es '  like dis hans 'auff. 

[Again he demons trates . All through the interview he wi ll demons trate almost  
every word . ] 

(That little thing - bring it back in a li t t le twis t . )  
Yes sir . Jes ' give it a li ttle twis t .  Den yo ' kin take dat hos s-hair den an ' 

wrap dat hos s-hair around dere tight . Wrap it righ t on around dere tight . 
(Wrap it j us t  the way you are wrapping it - to you . ) 
Yes sir , wrap it to yo ' all de time . Well , yo ' see , if dey g i t  chure hair an ' 

run yo ' crazy , dey wrap it from yo ' ; but i f  yo ' wanta bring in love dataway , � 
wrap it to yo ' .  When yo ' git it in a certain ' s tance [ dis tance ] like yo ' want 
it , why yo ' �in tie tight . After yo ' could tie it , den git  chew a bottle of 
HeaPthoPn aah Zum [Hearthorn = Hawthorne or Heart ' s  Own ;  cahlum = cologne ] - j es '  
[ the bottle shaped ]  like a hear t - it smells sweet .  An ' af ter yo ' g i t  chew a 
bottle of  HeaPthoPn aah Zum ,  den yo ' g i t  a - den yo ' dampen dat wi th dat HeaPt
hoPn pePjUme . Den yo ' g i t  a piece of  paper an ' yo ' wri te chure name up dere at 
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de top an ' ,  if i t ' s  a woman , wri te de woman name right heah at de bottom .  All 
right , den take a go Li-eye need le an ' pick de b lood out yore right thumb an ' 
spread i t  on dat piece of paper through yore name , an ' name in yore mind whut 
chew want her to come under yore commandment or whut yo ' want her tuh do . 

An ' den a fter yo ' do dat , let dat b lood dry on dat paper . Den yo ' take dat 
dere hoss-hair an ' dat hair of de person an ' put it righ t in de center of dat 
b lood , an ' in place of rollin ' it from yo ' , yo ' roll it  to yo ' an ' yo ' name it 
name it , "Lord de Father an ' de Son - Three in One - de Lord g iveth an ' de Lord 
taketh - Bles sed be the Name of de Lord . "  

An '  see , yo ' gotta put de Lord j is ' kin ' a  in front a li ttle b i t , if yo ' 
turnin ' WoPk like dat - de Scripture sort of .  

An ' so  af ter yo ' - yo ' roll i t  up an ' af ter yo ' roll i t  j es '  like yo ' want it , 
well , all right , chew could take it if yo ' wanta an ' yo ' could put in a purse or 
you put i t  in a li ttle bag or tote i t  an ' let it  work from one side to another , 
an ' - well , yo ' could work i t  dataway . Den , if yo ' know j es '  where she cross de 
s treet - a crossroad where she come along - where she s tay at de house , well , yo ' 
dig and work it  by inches - put i t  dat much - two inches down in de dirt . Well , 
when she come an ' walk back ovah i t  - when she walks ovah it , take an ' steps ovah 
it , well , dat gits to workin ' - dat ' ll stPaddZe- Zeg [ s traddle ] her . 

(That gets  the what ? )  
Dat f ix de works - dat ' ll s tPaddZe- Zeg her [you s t and s traddle- legged over 

her , have her in your power ] when yo ' plant it  down in de earth - righ t s traigh t 
down where she s t eps ovah it - by inches - well , yo ' work her by inches . See , 
dat works her up - dat brings her . Or yo ' works a man - ei ther one de same way . 

All right , den , if yo ' got  a wife or a sweetheart  an ' have connection with 
' em  in any way , shape , form or fashion - when yo ' g i t  down dere ' fore yo ' s tart 
in busines s ,  j es '  s imp ly git chew a pocket hans 'cuff like dis heah , an ' g i t  down 
dere an ' say , "Haven ' t  nuthin to wipe myself down dere . "  Then you spit . Well , 
yo ' know how de way yo ' wipe it af ter yo ' g i t  off ; den yo ' kin tie it  in a knot , 
j is '  like ah ' m  tyin ' mah hans 'cuff heah • • •  you cut dat part  off  [ repetitions de
leted ] • • • •  Den af ter yo ' cut dat off , den yo ' git a dime wi t a woman head on it , 
den yo ' wrap i t  up . Yo ' wrap it up and if de woman s tayin ' anywhere , in de cr ack 
where she can ' t  see it an ' where she g o  in and ovah it - [ the coin ] on her head -
in and over it . An '  if yo ' can ' t  g i t  it in de crack an ' she s taying anywhere 
ab out de house , put it right down under de step , and when she go ovah de step -
[if  no step ]  make a s t ep .  Or j es '  like dat s treet out dere [ i f  you can ' t or 
don ' t put the coin in a crack ] - yo ' g o  out on dat s treet an ' she g o t ta cross  
dat street to g o  around dataway . Right  where she travel dat way , why s ee ,  yo ' 
put dat [ coin] down in de ground edg eways dere . An ' af ter yo ' do dat no one in 
de world kin g i t  any time to her - in S ' uth Ca ' lina , No ' th Ca ' lina - no one can ' t  
take it up - no one can move i t . 

(You wrap that dime in that piece that you cut off  from the cloth? ) 
Yes sir . Den , lot a time - if yo ' kin g o  in de woods an ' git chew a pi ece of 

herb . Well , all righ t , i t ' s  a piece of herb whut chew may call de Ziz� Poot. 
(LizaPd Poot? ) 
Yes s ir . 
Well , hit  [ i t  i s ] long like a b lack rus ty li zard - got  a long tail to i t . 

well ,  all right . 
Den yo ' g o  in de woods den an ' yo ' g i t  a scorpion Poot - well , hit kinda 

puff ed up like one dese red-headed s corpions . 
[The preceding Poots are named by resemb lance to something . This practice , 

an ancient one , mus t  have b een general among Poot WoPkePs at  one time , but this  
man and several others are my only examp les of it . ]  
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Den , after yo ' do dat , den , if yo ' got a woman an ' yo ' wanta git  shet [rid ] 
of her in any way , shap e ,  form and fashion - well , all righ t . Af ter yo ' git  dis 
lizard root - dat lizard root is poison . You git dat lizard root .  Well now , if 
yo ' ketch any of her piece of dirty garment dat she wear next to her , or ketch 
de change in de moon when she unwell , yo ' take den dat whole length of lizard 
root - it ' s  every b i t  dat long [demons trates leng th ] .  I t  grows down s traight an ' 
long like a tater [ sweet potato ] • Yo ' take dat whole - it ' s  about dat leng th -
yo ' take dat who le leng th of dat roo t an ' wrap dat p iece around it . 

(That piece that she wears next to her - her monthly piece? ) 
Yes sir - or either her b loomers . An '  den af ter yo ' wrap i t  up , d en git  chew 

a piece of co t ton s tring , an ' af ter yo ' git  chew a p iece of co t ton s tring , an ' 
yo ' want her to g o  from yo ' , well now , when yo '  wrap dat from yo ' an ' - abuse it  
de whole time yo ' wrappin ' it . Yo ' know , yo ' wanta git  shet of h er - abuse it  de 
whole time yo ' wrappin ' it - f rom yo ' all de time . An ' den if anywhere where she 
cross along at , travel along at , well , now yo ' lay it down - don ' t  stand hit up -
j es '  lay i t  down flat under de dirt , j es '  about a inch under de dirt , an ' she 
come ' long an ' s tep ovah it . Well , j es '  like yo ' put it  down like today - say 
like tonight ,  well den she come along tomorrow an ' s tep ovah it - well , say 
tomorrow is a Thursday and Friday - Friday an ' Saturday her mind is right on 
away from ' im - she gon ' a  gi t  further an ' further from ' im .  

(Do you wrap this cloth around both those roots o r  j us t  one o f  them? ) 
Jes ' wrap de clo th around de lizard root , if yo ' wanta b e  shet of her . 
Now , if yo ' wanta hold her - to keep peace in yore home - an ' d ey say de 

quickest way , de b es t  way . Firs t , ah tole yo ' about de lizard root - s ee dat 
works like yo ' put it  down , say ,  like tonight .  Well , yo ' s ee , hit ' ll work de 
next day . Well , all righ t now . 

Unders tand me good in explainin ' . Now , yo ' take de scoPpion root an ' ·after 
yo ' take dat scoPpion root , den if yo ' wanta keep p eace in yore home an ' den if 
yo ' has any mind dat she runnin ' out - runnin ' about in any way , shap e  and form 
and fashion - well now , yo ' take dat scoPpion root an ' yo ' gits [measure ]  about 
halfway [ the root ] .  Take a knife an ' j es '  cut chew a little ring right around 
dat root [ about h alfway ] - don ' t  yo ' cut it in two - j es '  cut chew a ring righ t 
around it . Af ter yo ' cut chew a ring righ t around dere , yo ' take den an ' yo ' 
measure j es '  ab out h alf o f  yore fingernail , den make yo ' a cros smark dere - � 
cut yo '  a mark an ' make yo ' a cros smark like a crossroad [make a cros smark ] . 

(Where do you make this mark ? )  
Right o n  d e  scoPpion root.  Den yo ' make dis cros smark right o n  dis heah 

scoPpion root . Den yo ' git  one s trand of h er hair . Af t er yo ' git  one s trand 
of her hair , den lay it right in dat cros smark - right in dat root cros smark , 
and yo ' pull it  tigh t . 

(You wrap it  right around the root, in that cros smark . )  
Yes sir . Den gi t  chew a piece of silk thread , pure s i lk thread , an ' wrap de 

root round dere three time , an ' when yo ' wrap it round dere three time , d en tie 
_it in nine knots - b e  shore it is nine knots . Den yo ' take yore knife den an ' 
yo ' cut it  off even wit d e  kno t , d en yo ' leave dat much in long by fo ' yo ' tub 
pull it by or to hole [ho ld ] by . An ' yo ' kin j es '  take hit  an ' put it anywhere 
under de house - anywhere under de front or de back do ' ,  back under de hous e .  

(That kee.P s her home and keeps her from running around. ) 
Yes sir , keeps ' em  from runnin ' around - have no troub le a tall . 
Den ah tell yo ' ano ther quick way - dat ' s  a quick plan - s ends up power right 

�' yo ' don ' t  have tuh wait no eigh t or nine or twelve or fifteen days for it to 
do de work . 

Yo ' goes to de Ten Cent S to ' an ' git  a pound packag e of gold-eye needles - dey 
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got gold around de eye , �· an ' j is ' lak mah eye an ' yore eye . Well now , all 
righ t , af ter yo ' do dat den righ t where she makes her las t track comin ' in de 
do ' at . Well , all righ t . Now ,  yo ' take dat dere gold-eye need le - git two an ' 
s tick it  righ t down even wit her shoe , where de shoe come - stick one down 
s traight down . Den ' cross de heel [ a  noise downstairs ] of i t  j es '  lak mah 
f ingers j es '  dataway [demons trates ] - cros s i t  dere but s t ick de  point s down .  

(Like you ' re s ticking s takes into the ground ? ) 
Yes sir , j es '  s tick de points down an ' let de eye be up , but let  de ey e b e  

under de  dirt - l e t  d e  ey e b e  s ticking up . Den yo ' git chew nine s traigh t  pins 
dat have nevah been s tuck in no clothes an ' den stick yo ' - h ave nine s traight 
pins all around in dere dataway . An ' say she s tep ovah it  - say like today -
well , yo ' could tell de difference , yo ' could see de change in d em .  In fact , 
yo ' won ' t have no mo ' troub le with h er in no way , shape , form and fashion . 

(If  she is running around or anything of that sort . ) 
Yes sir . 
(You have these need les sort of around that X in the ground - in a circle 

around those need les . ) 
Yes sir . An '  den ,  if yo ' got anyone around you sometime ' tendin ' to [ inter

fering with ] yore business or enemy in any way , shape , form or fashion . Well 
now , if  yo ' wanted tub move ' em wit ' out j umpin ' up an ' h i t tin ' ' em with yore 
hand , or if yo ' wanted to  move ' em  wi thout shootin ' or cuttin ' h im or b eatin ' 
h im ,  or without havin ' a cross word - dere 's mo ' den one way ahokin ' a dog 
without chokin ' him on fat meat . 

Well , all righ t ,  g i t  chew some g old-eye need les an ' use nine of ' em ,  an ' yo ' 
turn de eye down s traigh t in de dirt an ' let de points be up - anywhere where he 
cross es along , he pass - anywhere he  crossin ' de s treet or anywhere he goes out 
dat gate . Go dere at night an '  strike ' em  righ t down - he can ' t nevah tell -
pack de dirt ovah it , he  can ' t nevah tell it . He come out de g ate an ' g o  righ t 
on ovah it . And den , like he  step ovah ' em  dis mawnin ' ,  well , ' f ore de sundown 
dis evenin ' h e  f eel like pins s tickin ' all up in ' im - like pins s tickin ' ' im .  
Well , d e  f irst thing yo ' know den ,  yo ' find ' im movin ' on - well , yo ' run ' im 
on away from dere . 

Now ,  yo ' take a - unders tand me g ood - yo ' kin take a b lack h en aig . Ah mean 
a coal , j et-b lack hen aig . Den yo ' could dope dat aig an ' by dopin ' dat aig , yo ' 
j is '  take an ' prod a lit t le hole in dere , inside of de aig - don ' t bust it in , 
crack a little hole in dere . Af ter yo ' crack a li ttle h ole in dere , den yo ' git 
chew some graveyard dirt . Den , if yo ' don ' t do dataway , dat graveyard dirt won ' t 
work wit ' out dat . Well , yo ' g i t  chew some graveyard dirt . Now de way yo ' have 
to go an ' g i t  chew graveyard dirt , yo ' have to g o  to a cemetery where yo ' know a 
man died wicked , some grave yo ' know he  died wicked . Den yo ' g o  dere an ' yo ' 
care [carry ] nine p ennies - nine pennies - coppers , an ' yo ' cares j es '  about a 
half a teaspoonful of tab le salt wit it . Have i t  in yore h an '  wit dem nine 
pennies . Den when yo ' walk up to de cemetery - yo ' have tub g o  by yores elf an ' 
come by yores elf . [ If  a person g oes with you , he  mus t  not enter graveyard - see 
No . 7 7 , p . 3 2 . ] Why yo ' go  in de graveyard [can hear h i s  peg leg moving around 
on the f loor as he demons trates ] an ' yo ' walk up on de righ t side - here ' s  de 
g�ave an ' yo ' dig to de head of de grave an '  go righ t on down . Now , yo ' pay fo ' 
dat dirt - yo ' leave every one of dem pennies dere but one , an ' yo ' g o  righ t 
down to  de cent er of dat grave j es '  ab out dat deep [demons trates ] .  

(Up to your elbow . ) 
Yessir  - up to  yore elbow . An ' whi le yo ' - you b e  talkin ' to de spirit , ah 

be talkin ' to de spirit , "Ah come to borrow - to pay yo ' fo ' some of yore dus t . "  
Well , yo ' goin ' hear someth in ' like a mournin ' dove - well , your h air goin ' st and 
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right s traight  up on your haid but don ' t get scared . 
(You will hear tha t ? )  
Yess ir - yo ' kin hear dat when yo ' speak dat word - when yo ' speak dat word . 

An '  den yo ' gits  dat an ' come b ack wit it an ' after yo ' crack de aig , g et chew a 
s trong knife b lade - er somepin - well , yo ' kin j es '  git  a little on yore knife 
b lade an ' yo ' keep a pushin ' it in dat hole till yo ' git it all s tirred around 
in dere , yo ' know . An ' dat ' s  dat house ' cross dat street dere an ' when de night 
come dere , den yo ' be  walkin ' along ' cross de street dere where if yo ' wan ' a  
person to bust up an ' leave , yo ' go right dere an ' j es '  throw dat aig [makes a 
throwing move ] down dere - bus t dat aig down dere . I t  ain ' t goin '  stay on top 
de s t eps - it fall down ovah it . Well , yo ' see , ' fore certain nights well , dey 
b e  moved clean out di s  heah county in any way , shap e and form and fashion . Dey 
b e  gone . 

(You j ust  put [ throw ]  it right down in front of the door ? )  
Yes s ir ,  j es '  put [ throw] i t  right d own  in front o f  d e  do ' but don ' t look 

back , j est  lay [ throw] it down dere an ' go right on . [He says put b ecause I do . ]  
[ "Don ' t look b ack" is one of the oldest rules of magic ; old when the story of 

Lot and Sodom was put together . ]  
Now , ah ' m  tellin ' you another . Now , if yo '  wanta make medicine , keep ' em  from 

gwine to de drug s to '  buyin ' medicine all de time [s tarts to  unwrap some thing ] ,  
yo ' go  in de woods , git  a she Poot an ' a he Poot . A she Poot , let me show you , 
is got de woman on it - is g ot de split like de woman . An ' de he Poot an ' de she 
1'oot is altogether - man an ' woman show de shape of a man . An ' if yo ' wanta make 
medicine fo ' de womenfolk , yo ' git  de she Poot - got de sp lit like de woman , it ' s  
[a something ] hang down to it like a woman , like a little b all . Well , yo ' takes 
dat dere [Poot ] when she fulla cold an ' her periods ain ' t workin ' right . You 
takes dat den - it grow up in a little weed j es '  about dat high - an ' yo ' takes 
dat den an ' go an ' wash de root off an ' boil dat . Af ter yo ' boil it , den dat 
turn de water b lack as smut . [Is this b lackroot? See p . 418 . ] Den , if yo ' git 
hold of any liquor , if yo ' wanta keep de water from sourin ' , d en yo ' git  chew a 
halfa pint of liquor an ' den put dat whole halfa pint of liquor in dere , af ter 
yo ' have brushed dat root off . 

Den let ' er take den a wineglass ab out half full - like if she take it full 
dis mawnin ' . Well now , clean on to daylight any mawnin ' - well , things come j es ' 
like yo ' want ' em . Well , on de next month she work dis direct [without medicine ] 
an ' den [ she]  won ' t have no mo ' troub le in no way , shape and form and fashion . 
An '  de rest of it yo ' keep it up dere den - mayb e ,  save it fo ' someb ody els e .  

(Have you ever heard what they can do with a person ' s  ahambe1' lye you were 
speaking about ? )  

Yas suh , yo ' kin take a person ahambe1' lye - yo ' kin take away a woman or a 
man - j es t  like , say , ME OR YO ' RIGHT HEAH ARE PEOPLE WI SE ENOUGH TO DO IT . Yo ' 
j es '  s t Op on de s ide of dat street dere an ' make water . Well , now yo ' kin take 
a person ' s  ahambe1' lye an ' take a ole rusty spoon . Well , BOS S , let me tell yo ' 
one thing - a rus ty spoon an ' a rus ty nail is somepin good f o ' people in de world 
dat ain ' t quite wise  enough to know how to use ' em .  So , yo ' kin take a rus ty 
spoon an ' throw it out an ' let it rus t [ s tay ]  on it . An ' when yo ' pee in de 
ground , well dat leaves a sign in de ground . Take dat spoon an ' cut all dat out 
an ' cut dat whole hole out . Den after yo ' bring it b ack ,  yo ' care it to - yo ' 
go den an ' hunt chew a red ants - one dese b ig ole red ants - yo ' have seen ' em  -
yo ' hunt yo ' a red ants b ed .  Den yo ' git chew den dat red ants dirt  an ' git  chew 
twelve of dem antses an ' parch ' em  an ' after yo ' parch ' em yo ' take dat dirt an ' 
yo ' git  chew den some b luestone an ' b eat dat b lues tone up real fine like flour -
powder it . An '  after yo ' b eat dat b lues tone up den , yo ' put it  in a p int of 
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water , an ' dat will turn de water b lue . Den yo ' take dat b luestone-water an ' 

9 75  

mix dat  dere up  an ' de  chamber lye with it , af t er yo ' has  dat  dirt . Now , ah ' m  
goin ' tell you ab out dat an ' den g o  b ack at de water [ the preceding very faint 
because he is demonstrating every act at a distance ] .  Af ter yo ' mix dat up , yo ' 
git chew a ole rus ty hoe - a hoe dat chew chop down weeds wit , an ' put a little 
handle in i t  where yo ' kin hold i t  an ' put it  all in a bottle like dat dere , an ' 
af ter yo ' got it  mixed up in dere , put dat dirt [mud ] righ t on dere [hoe ] an ' let 
it git thick like you goin ' b ake bread . 

(Like a hoecake . )  
Yes s ir ,  j es '  like ah ' m  gon ' a  bake bread . 
[All this chopping , mixing and baking is acted out . ] 

Well , all righ t , now . Den yo ' kin take a piece - well , yo ' kin take a p iece 
ab out de  s ize of a b ig tab lesp oonful an ' now , if she ' s  a pers on whut chew af t er , 
well yo ' kin chunk one middleways de corner of dis house , an ' den yo ' j es t  throw 
dis piece ab out de s ize of mah f ingernail to all fo ' corners of de house .  Well , 
dat repres ents de [o ' corners of de wor l ' . Den yo ' would git de res t of it  den 
an ' ,  if de water runnin ' right ovah heah , j es '  take i t  den an ' go  to  de runnin ' 
waters an ' throw it  right ovah b ackwards ovah yore head , an ' in less time den two 
days dey b e  gone dataway . Oat ' s  de dirt proposition . 

(Whom are you s ending away ? The pers on that makes the water , you mean? You 
are s ending him , her , away? ) 

Yess ir , s end him away . 
An' den yo ' could work it  a quick way . An' if yo ' can ' t f ind a ants b ed -

lot ta times yo ' can ' t f ind a ants  b ed an ' yo ' done got de dirt af ter dey done 
made de water - well , git chew anything sorta like a iron pot an ' den [demon
s trates at a distance ] yo ' put dat dirt in dere an ' set dat pot up dere in de  
hearth an ' l et  dat  pot gi t  very h ot  an ' cook dat  sand - git red-hot , an ' go  off 
to de rivah where dere runnin ' water an ' [demons trates ] take dat pot while it 
red-hot an ' go throw it  under yore arm dataway right in dat rivah . 

(Throw it  under your lef t arm right into  the river . )  
Yes s ir ,  righ t in de rivah - dat hot pot an ' all in dere , but yo ' go right on 

dataway , an ' in less time den three days time j es t  de way dat water run , why dey 
gwine dataway too [demons trates ] . 

(You hold your left arm out like that and throw that pot right under your left  
arm and go right on . )  

Yes s ir ,  yo ' go  dere an ' sometime yo ' may have to  speak a cuss-word - s ay ,  
excusin ' me speakin ' tub yo ' .  

[ I  found this courtesy many times . ]  
(I  see , I understand . )  
May have to  speak a cuss-word , "Go damn yo ' . "  
[That will ] s end ' em - dat if yo ' wanta git ' em  away from yo ' . 
All right . I f  someb ody else now workin ' in mah direction or yore direct ion 

wit dat an ' if yo ' wise enough to ketch it . Now yo ' kin s t eal dat [person ' s 
urine ] an ' yo ' put it in a p int bottle or half a p int b o t t le , an ' go  to  de drug 
s tore an ' git chew a brand new cork stopper an ' stop it up . Den after yo ' stop 
it up , den yo ' call ' em name by name - all dat dey goin ' try d o  yo ' dirty or do 
yo ' harm - call ' em  name by name . Den yo ' takes dat bottle den an ' put it  toward 
sunris e , right down in de corner of yore house .  An' anybody come den an ' try tub 
ketch yo ' wat er in any way shap e ,  form or fashion , dey can ' t  do it no way , shap e 
or form , cause yo ' done cut ' em off . Yo ' done b eat dem to i t  whut dey tryin ' tub 
do to yo ' . 

An' den , if anybody wanta mess wit chure track - now , dey ketch yore track 
gwine disaway like mah han ' [demons trates ] .  
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( From the heel to the toe . ) 
No , yo ' s t art right heah from de toe - yes sir , an ' come to de heel . All 

right . Now yo ' got dat track an ' now j es t  like heah now [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' skip 
dis track an ' take up de next one . 

( I see . ) 
An ' den go on until yo ' git nine tracks . 
(Keep skipping a track each time . ) [ Skipping mag ic . ]  
Each time . 
( Until you get nine tracks . )  
Until yo ' git nine tracks . Now , if he comin ' disaway now - now , if  yo ' wanta 

duck it , yo ' s t art at de heel heah an ' come to de toe . Well , all right now , yo ' 
got dat nine . Well , all right , now if de track turn disaway an ' if yo ' wanta fix 
it where nobody can ' t take it off . We ll , all right , now yo ' s tar t halfway to de 
middle of dis foot in de next track an ' come disaway wit it - cros sways , an ' den 
yo ' put it together like dat . Yo ' put it together dere an ' yo '  git ch ew a piece 
of red piece of j1annin [ flanne l ]  - dat repr es ent b lood , red flannin . 

(Wait a moment . You are taking tho s e  nine tracks coming th is way . Then you 
take one tr ack goin ' the o ther way and then ano ther track going the other way -
eleven tracks altogether . All r igh t , go  ahead . )  

Yes s ir .  Den link ' em all together wit dem nine ; pick up one an ' den ano ther . 
All right . 

(You take this righ t track up , now? ) 
Yassuh - dis track come disaway now an ' if  yo ' wanta CPOSS ' em ,  keep anybody 

from taking it  up , keep anybody from takin ' it up an ' thPowin' it on yo ' ,  well , 
now yo ' CPOSS dat , CPOSS dat an '  den put it  tog ether . 

(That was the track going the other way - that ' s  cpossing it . I see . ) 
Yes sir . 
Den yo ' git  yo ' a piece of red flannin - ' b out 15 or 20 cent worth - j es '  a 

wide piece ' b out as wide now as yore han'scuff - where yo ' kin turn it in - right 
in dere an ' tie it up . Den yo ' make fo ' corners out of it  - like de fo' coPnePS 
of de WoPZd. All righ t , now , yo ' bring dis corner disaway - like dis heah , right 
heah . 

(Bring one corner to the center - all right . )  
All right , now yo ' bring dis heah corner heah . 
(Bring the other corner to the center . )  
All right , now yo ' ket ch dis heah corner heah - yo ' bring dat corner dere . 
(That ' s  the third corner to the center . )  
Yes sir .  Den yo ' take dis heah corner heah an ' bring dis heah co rner heah . 
(That ' s  the fourth corner to the center . )  
(You are coming from right to left , aren ' t you? ) 
Yessuh . See , now , dat makes yo ' workin ' wi t yore right  hand right from dere . 

Yo ' workin ' right from dere - yo ' workin ' righ t an ' left now . 
All right , den yo ' take dis heah co rner heah - see , yo ' bring dat righ t dere 

an ' s top . Now wat ch where ah ' m  gwine heah . Take dis corner heah and bring dat 
corner dere . 

(Now you take that same corner you began with and bring it  to the center 
again . But th!s time you are going the opposite way - and you bring the next 
corner to the center - all righ t . )  

All right , now see wh ere ah ' m  goin ' wit dis heah corner heah . 
(And then the next corner - all right . )  
Now , yo ' see , den take dis heah an ' bring dis heah heah . 
(When you brought this to the center the firs t time you went around this way , 

and then when you are bringing it  to the center the s econd time , then you go 
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around that way . )  
Yessuh - tyin ' ' em up now . 
(You are tying them up . ) 
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Yessuh , j es '  throwin ' a loop - j es '  like you throw a loop ovah mah neck an ' 
choke me . Den yo ' take it - don ' t b ring it  disaway to yo ' - see , yo ' carry it  
from yo ' dataway all de time . 

(You keep holding that up away from you . ) 
Yes sir , all de time from yo ' - from yo ' all de time . 
Well , all righ t , then after yo ' do that [demons trates ] .  
(Then you doub le it b ack to you - fold it  back . ) 
Yessuh , den yo ' doub le it  an ' yo ' wrop a s tring middleways of it  an ' i t  b e  

j es '  lak ah g o t  dis han ' sauff - middleways of  it . An ' after yo ' d o  dat den , yo ' 
go  t o  a hollow rotten log - an ' yo ' go  to a hollow rotten log an ' yo ' chunk dat 
up j es '  as fur up dat hollow rotten log as yo ' kin g i t  it . An' yo ' see dat log 
ins ide dere , it ' s  rotten - dat barks an ' dat wood an ' s tuff rotten dere till it 
be powder , like snuff , an ' f ine like snuff - see , no water can ' t g i t  to  it den .  
An '  i t  j es '  rotten - rotten - ro tten - s tay dere an ' rotten - ro ttenin ' till de 
top all fall in de earth . Den , yo ' kin go , yo ' go an ' go an ' spend money , money , 
but it  won ' t do no good in no way , shape , form or fashion - until yo ' go dere an ' 
move it . Till yo ' go d ere an ' remove it right where yo '  puts it . I f  yo ' go  dere 
an ' yo ' can ' t find de red f2annin - if yo ' go dere an ' j es '  remove dat dus t - g i t  
a wad o f  d a t  dust all around i n  dere , an ' den i f  yo ' go  dere an ' - happen to go  
dere yo ' self . 

(You put that in the hollow log to make him - to run him away - or make him 
sort of dry up - well , j us t  what would happen to him i f  you put that in the 
hollow log ? ) 

Well , now , whut i t  do t o  h im? I t  would put h im pas t gwine - pas t walkin ' .  
Jes ' like now , if  a person come to  yo ' dis mornin ' an ' want yo ' to do some work 
or someth in '  like dat . Yo ' taken so much money to git  him on out de way , s top 
him some way or ' nother . Dat put h im pas t gwine an ' den he come den to have a 
swellin ' in his knees an ' in his feet . Dat bring de swellin ' proposition .  

An ' d en another thing about bring in ' d e  swellin ' propos ition ; now , i f  yo ' go  
on back an ' g i t  dis  yoreself - yo ' have tub go  an ' g i t  it . Yo ' de one dat put 
it  dere - an ' yo ' de one dat tied it up an ' yo ' de man dat have to untie it -
an ' yo ' go an ' git it . Well , now de way yo ' have to untie it , to  loose  dat -
j es '  split dat open . Well , now yo ' take dat right ovah de fiah and take yo ' a 
kni fe ; well , now , yo ' split dis too - split it  all up dataway [demons trates ] . 

(You hold that over the f ire and you split i t  with the knife - split it  to 
you and then you aross it in splitting it . )  

Yes sir . All righ t , den yo ' get chew some sulphur an ' tab le s alt . Dere ' s  
ways to  use tab le sal t  an ' sulphur - yo ' gain friends , an ' it ' s  a way yo ' use 
it to los e  friends . Den yo ' kin mix dat together an ' b urn dat righ t down dat 
ways . Den after yo ' b urn it  dataway - in less than a week ' s time h e  git all 
righ t .  

But still nobody else can ' t d o  i t  - meanin ' nobody else can ' t d o  it but yo ' 
de one dat fixed it . Go tta take yo ' tub untie it , cause yo ' fixed i t . Nobody 
e�e couldn ' t unwrap it but yo ' .  [See SPELLCASTER MUST CURE SPELL , p . 39 6 . ] 

Go t o  de g raveyard - but chew h ave to pick d em  seven star - lotta times yo ' 
gotta word by midnight dew. 

(The midnight dew. ) 
Yes sir , an ' yo ' h ave tub be  all by yo ' s elf - de midnight dew an ' seven s tars . 

An ' after yo ' go  in dere , move dis h eadbo ' d  an ' put d e  footb o ' d  - t ake dis foot
b o ' d  an ' den yo ' change i t  ovah heah an ' put de footbo ' d  where de h eadb o ' d  b e .  
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[Preceding faint because he is demons trating how bo ards are changed . ]  Now , dat ' s  
_Zeasin ' [borrowing or paying for a small amount of dirt ] . If yo ' wanta git de 
whole full amount of de dirt like when dey go to bury a man or a wumman , dey say ,  
"Dus t to dus t an ' ashes to ashes . "  Yo ' heard dat . Well , if yo ' do dat , dat git 
de whole full ' mount in dat grave - if it ' s  s ix foot , g i t  de whole full amount . 
Dat is git de holy spirits - they ' s good spirits an ' evil spirits . Den when yo ' 
gits dat , den yo ' work dat evil spiri t a certain dis tant - j es '  lak mah finger , 
den yo ' reach back dere an ' work de good spirit out de bowel [bowels of earth ( ? )  
and h e  i s  us ing th e s catolog ic symbolism o f  a cons tipated person ( ? ) ] an ' bring s 
it  a certain distance . Den yo ' s top i t  but don ' t let de good spirit  an ' de  evil 
spirit meet . Den yo ' comes in an ' git  dat an ' measure up dat . Den yo ' kin work 
it den all in all j es '  like yo ' wanta . An '  den yo ' could s tep out heah if  any 
ole law or anything wanta bother yo ' in any shape , form or fashion , if  yo ' wus 
sellin ' liquor , an ' den if yo ' workin ' dataway an ' if  yo ' have liquor in yore 
pocket , he would pas s righ t by yo ' an ' wouldn ' t  know yo ' in any shape , form or 
fashion . 

An ' den if yo ' wanta git  de full experience of dat , dat would be if  a man git 
in j ail - if he come to doin ' underground hlork an ' g it in j ail . Yo ' kin take dat 
graveyard dirt an ' git chew a toad[rog an ' git a straw about dat long an ' b eat 
dat o le toad[rog until he git mad an ' puf f u� an ' tipped ovah . Well , yo ' take 
yore knife an ' j es '  split h im open . When yo split h im open take an ' have yo ' 
a rus ty spoon an ' pu t chew j es '  about half of it  in a rus ty spoon an ' s tart from 
his head an ' come to his tail . An '  yo ' g i t  a spiderweb out chure house - or any
where - de corncrib - a spiderweb . An '  git  dat spiderweb an ' twis t  dat spiderweb 
up . An ' when yo ' twis t  up , yo ' bring dat spiderweb righ t heah an ' ketch it  to 
yore thumb an ' yore . 

(Wait j us t  a moment until that noise s tops . )  [ Someone may have s tarted the 
j ukebox on the ground floor beneath us or was yelling or anything . After the 
noise stops he beg ins to demons trate . ]  

(Your thumb and your forefinger o f  your lef t hand - you cat ch th at spiderweb . 
All right . )  

All right . Yo ' b ring de spiderweb righ t dere . 
(Righ t up to the edge  - the top of  your foref ing er - all right . )  [ I  am 

beg inning to repeat h is all rights ! ]  
Righ t up dere on yore fing ernail . Well , all righ t now , den yo ' g ive dat a 

twist . An '  den af ter yo ' g ive it  a twis t ,  den yo ' rub dat - yo '  take den an ' yo ' 
rub dat dere spiderweb up an ' down in dat graveyard dirt in dat toadfrog . 

Well , all righ t , yo ' gwine to a cas e to a co ' thouse - lak yo ' is workin ' on a 
case . Den yo ' take dat spiderweb - make a finger-ring out of i t  an ' tie it round 
yore - wrap it round yore fing er , wrap it  round yore finger . Den yo ' g i t  chew a 
piece of thread den an ' wrap it  round dere an ' anyb ody think yo ' got a cut fin
ger . An '  he [your client ] befo ' de j edg e - yo '  workin ' on a man ' s case an ' yo ' 
s cratchin ' yore head , talkin ' on one thing ano ther an ' throwin ' yore han ' s down , 
an ' one thing ano ther , righ t befo ' his  [ j udge ' s ]  face - dey gotta have ano ther 
new trial . After wh ile den yo ' commence hearin ' de do ' s  an ' things s lammin ' -
one ' s a hollerin ' mum, mum, mum [he makes this sound ] . Well , yo ' have a mis
trial - no t me�in ' with it  - dey throw it clean on outa co ' t . Nuthin to it . 
[For sp iderweb s and b leeding , see FACI , 2ed . , 4 7 5 5 , p . 20 7 . ] 

(Which finger do you put that on? ) 
De middle f inger . 
(The middle finger of the lef t hand - you pu t that [hair ] ring on . )  
Yes s ir , de middle finger . 
( I  see . )  [ "He didn ' t quite answer my ques t ion but the record came to an end 
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and I did not continue about spirits . "  Comments like these ,  often without 
quotation marks were made while I was rechecking trans cription ag ains t the 
cylinder . ]  
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(Now , speaking about those  spirits , are there evil spirits and good spirits in 
the dirt on the grave? On the top of the grave is there s ome of that dirt good 
spirit 's  dirt and some evi l spirit 's dirt - did you s ay ? )  

Yassuh . 
(Where do you find the evi l spirit dirt and where do you f ind the good spirit 

dirt ? )  
Well , now , de good spirit - whut ah mean about de g ood spirit - now yo ' f ind 

de good spirit in de Bib le ,  don ' t yo ' ?  
(Yes . )  
Well , all righ t . Now , if a man dies an ' if  h e  was Chris tian , h e  dies a good 

spirit . Well , den if a man a ole s inner , a ole drunkard , ole gamb ler an '  h e  die , 
he die a b ad spirit , ain ' t he?  

Well , yo ' go  round to a person toilet - a person put out - if yo '  notice dat 
person an ' when he us e  dat toilet hisself . Well , all right , yo ' git chew s ome 
rus ty nails - yo ' git chew nine rus ty nails an ' yo ' git chew a piece of plain 
tissue pap er an ' den yo ' git  chew den nine rus ty nails , an ' a ole rus ty silver 
knife . Yo ' take dem nails an ' yo ' s crape it  - s crape dat ' ere rus t off on dat 
p lain tissue pap er . An' after yo ' s crap e  dem nine nails , then yo ' turn right 
around den an ' change it now , an ' den yo ' take de nails den an ' s crap e  de ole 
rus ty knif e ,  s crape de rus t off de ole knife .  

All right , now , yo ' have a b ig tablespoonful . Well , all right , now , den yo ' 
take de end o f  dat knife  an ' den yo ' s crap e  right in de center of dat knife , an ' 
yo ' s crap e  it all den until yo ' s crap e  de rus t outa dat . 

Well , all righ t , den yo ' g o  den an ' yo ' pick dis s tuf f [ excrement ] � - pick 
j est  a tab lespoonful an ' den come an ' pick up dat rus t ,  an ' after yo ' come an ' 
pick up dat rus t , den yo ' g o es back den an ' yo '  git chew den a No . 8 b lack thread 
an ' yo ' takes den an ' measure it de leng th of yore finger . Den yo ' p art it off 
den an ' make it  - p lait it like a f o ' -plaited whip , plait i t  on out to d e  end an ' 
tie it  where it  won ' t come unwrapped . An '  den after yo ' do  dat , den yo ' ketches 
it up disaway right where de knot - where yo ' cut it  off heah . Well , now , ah 
don ' t ket ch it  right heah where yo ' tied i t  out to d e  end . Yo ' goes back heah 
an ' ket ch it  up heah . Yo ' ketch it  up heah , yo ' ket ch  it dataway all de time -
ketch i t  right on up till yo ' git it  right on off , on where yo ' done plait it . 
An '  af ter yo ' git right on out where yo ' done plait it . 

(Jus t like if you were s ewing - picking at the s eam? ) 
Yes suh . Den yo ' put dat in dere den . 
(Into this pile of rus t ? ) 
Yessuh , into dat pile of rus t an ' den dat ' un [ come ] of yo ' . Well , all right . 

Den after yo ' come den , if yo ' wanta bind ' em up , den yo ' take i t  den an ' fold it  
from yo ' an ' b all i t  up j es '  as f ar as yo ' kin git  it . Den yo ' git  yo ' a brace 
an ' bit an ' g o  down on a hollow b ay tree , i f  yo ' can ' t f ind no water - on a bay 
tree an ' g it right at de roots of de tree - anything green dat got water in i t , 
an ' b o ' yo ' a hole down dere deep enough - j es '  about dat deep [ demons trates ] .  

(Down into the root . )  
• Yessuh , down into d e  root - down into do ground . Den yo ' have yo ' a s harp 

f at-lighter p eg where yo '  kin keep on pushin ' it down dere [ into hole boared into 
root ] - yo ' h ave it bound up , push it  on down dere . Den yo ' git  chew a brand-new 
cork s topper have nevah b een used in any bottle , an ' take it d en an ' push it down 
dere even wit dat root an ' git  chew s ome g lue whut chew g lue lettahs back to
g ethah an ' g lue all aroun ' - dat ' s a s eal - g lue all around dere . After yo '  g lue 
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all around dere den ,  den yo ' put chew a lit t le dirt on dere an ' all de stopper 
be round an ' de s tick dere - yo ' kiver [ cover ] entirely back . 

I f  yo ' put it dere of if ah put it  dere an ' ah know where it  is an ' yo ' know 
where it is , well , now if yo ' feel sorry or yo ' have pity , yo ' will take it  off . 

Now , yo ' go an ' g i t  chew a axe an ' yo ' g o  down dere , an ' j es t  like y ' got it  
down in heah an ' yo ' cut  down in heah - down in dere - well , yo ' see yo ' cut it 
out , an ' see after yo ' cut it  out , den .if yo '  want ' em to gi t b e t ter , den yo ' 
throw it  tuhwards sunrise [ d emons trates ] .  

( I  see , cut the who le thing up and throw it  toward the sunrise . )  
Yassuh , an ' he g i t  bet ter . 
But j es t  long as yo ' let it  stay in dat green tree or water oak tree or bay 

tree , dere ain ' t no doctor kin unst op his b owels . He kin take all de med icine 
in de Unit ed S tates ;  it ain ' t not doin ' no good . He puff an ' swell righ t on up 
dere , but d em  s tring - he be  done got  ' em tied all up . 

Pitchure - ah ' m  migh t [y ] perticular ' b out dat . Ah ' ve got grown g irls now - ah 
ain ' t g o t  [ small children ] - one [ g irl ] up heah - up dis road an ' got  one [girl ] 
heah in Wakeley [ ? ] awaitin '  me .  An '  ah ' m  g oin ' tell ' b out her tellin ' me dat -
how a person could take yore pitchure . An '  a person could take yore pitchure an ' 
yo ' kin go den - co ' s e a lotta these thing s , if he know whut t o  g o  an '  call fo ' , 
he kin g o  to de drug s t o ' an ' he kin buy it . Now , yo ' kin go t o  d e  drug s to ' 
heah an ' buy a b o t t le of witch hazel . Yo ' kin g i t  a d ime b o t t le or a quarter 
b o t t le . Den yo ' take i t  den an ' yo ' put i t  in a saucer an ' af ter yo ' put i t  in 
a saucer [ demons trates ] .  

(You put this picture in a saucer you mean? ) [He never s t ops demons trating . ]  
Yes sir . 
Yo ' put dis pitchure in a saucer an ' by putting dis pitchure in a s aucer , den 

yo ' turns de face up , an ' by turning de face up , den yo ' po ' dat witch hazel on 
dat . An '  git chew a lit t le piece of looking glass - a mirror , an ' b reak it  j es t  
like yo ' wanta an ' den turn dat looking par t  o f  i t  down o n  d e  face o f  d a t  an ' 
den let it - sh ove in dat witch hazel - den [ that ] will g i t  all dat [p icture ] 
offa dat piece of paper an ' , de paper will come to b e  j es t  as white  as dis heah 
han ' chief heah . An '  den yo ' could take dat den - dat paper , dat paper s ide an ' 
yo ' could take dat witch hazel - hit b e  kinda b lack like smut [ ink from picture ] . 
Take dat witch hazel an ' den yo ' kin g o  out heah an ' po ' it  in a vial , a b o t t le , 
an ' yo ' could either bury or yo ' could throw it  in runnin ' watah . An ' den de 
firs t thing yo ' know yore face done b loated up - done swell up an ' yore eyes 
puffin ' out an ' don ' t nobody know whut 1 s de mat ter wit yo ' .  De long er yo ' let 
it  s tay in de dirt down dat way , yo ' yoreself get mois t - hit g i t  mois t - an ' if 
yo ' let it  s tay on top of de dirt it  will g i t  kinda dry . Well , now if yo ' let 
it  s tay in de mois t ,  s ee dat keeps it  wet - dampen it , keep it warm . Yo ' take de 
earth - it  draw yo ' see . Yo ' could take it den if yo ' don ' t want ' em back an ' 
throw it  in runnin ' water . 

I f  a person git  hold of a shoe - Boss , unders tand whut ah ' m  explainin ' . [He 
says this here and later because I am not supp osed to hear too well - see INTRO
DUCTION . ]  Ah got  mine - mine come - so , a person - yo ' wear a shoe , ah wear a 
shoe . When a person wear a shoe yo ' realize yore sweat b ound tub be in yore 
shoe , don ' t chew? 

Now , a p�s on could take yore shoe an ' could take de righ t shoe an ' de left  
shoe - j es t  lak ah got on mah shoe now . Wel l ,  ah take mah r igh t shoe an ' ah 
place it on mah lef t feet , an ' ah take de toe of dat shoe an ' take an ' b ring- it  
back to de heel . An '  den ah go t o  de hardware [ s tore ] an ' g i t  me a b rand-new 
ten-penny nail an ' drive it  through de midd le of dat shoe . An '  by drivin ' it  in 
de middle of dat shoe - wel l ,  all righ t . Ah g o  den t o  de drug s tore den an ' g i t  
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me a nickel worth o f  b lues tone or a dime of it . Den ah b eat it all up . When ah 
beat it all up , den ah buy me some real thin paper like cigaret paper an ' ah b all 
all dat up - de b lues tone in dis thin paper . Den ah push it up pas t dat nail -
git it b ehin ' dat nail tuhward de toe . We ll now , if ah wanta bury i t , ah turn de 
top of de shoe down an ' de bot tom of de shoe up to de sun ; an ' if ah don ' t want 
tub bury i t , why yo ' kin take it an ' throw it ovah in runnin ' watah . By throwin ' 
it 'ward runnin ' watah , you would kinda give it a sling disaway [demons trates ] .  

(You throw it under your left leg towards running water . )  
Yes s ir , 'ward runnin ' water . An '  see - but dat nail b e  drove in dere . Now , 

dey ain ' t  no way in de world he kin g i t  out from d a t  - d a t  nail  is go t him s tuck . 
An ' now dere ain ' t  but one man kin correct i t  - dat ' s  de man who fixed it . 

(What will that do if you do his shoe that way? ) 
Well now , lis ten - if yo ' do a shoe - now , j es t  like now - dey say if yo ' s ,  

say a workin ' man or a man got plenty money or say ,  a man go t g ood influence wit 
yore color , an ' [or? ] a man dat git  around an ' git  things an ' mayb e - say yo ' are 
colored , git  crooked hearted an ' hate tub see yo ' pride - s ee ,  dey happ en to git 
holt yore shoe - well , dere b e  a swelling up - git  yo ' where yo ' can ' t  go atall -
git yo ' where yo ' goin ' to be  no service to yo ' self or nob ody els e .  

( That cripp les you . ) 
Yessuh . See , yo ' won ' t  b e  of no service to yo ' s elf [he demons trates and I 

des crib e  the demons tration] . 
(Your head is down and you are doub led up and you can ' t walk . ) 
Ah got a wife - got  a wife or sweethear t an ' she runnin ' ab out - an ' if a man 

runnin ' ab out , woman got a husband runnin ' ab out - git  hold of her dirty sock .  
But h e  ain ' t  no t doin ' any good if h e  git  i t  clean - h e  gotta work i t  dirty . 
Well , yo ' sweat in dere . If  yo ' g o  an ' wash it in Go ld Dus t soap - like yo ' rub 
de sweat out an ' rub de dirt out - you know kin ' a  s tiffen in de socks by s tickin ' 
to de bottom of de shoe . 

Well , yo ' take de socks or s tocking an ' put both de heel togethah like dis 
heah cornah heah [demons trates everything ] ,  stretch dem out . Now , don ' t s tart 
at de leg part . If  yo ' wanta s top ' em  from runnin '  ab out , den yo ' git a dime an ' 
yo ' put i t  righ t in de toe of dis heah sock .  Well , all righ t , now yo ' fold dat 
sock right on up to yo ' - righ t on tuhward de laig part - right on to yo ' - fold 
dat sock right on to yo ' - s ee yo ' foldin ' dem to yo ' whut yo ' want them - � 
call de name , yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah want chew t o  s tay home , "  whatevah she name 
yore ole lady - "want her to s tay home an ' do yo ' work , come down to mah command
ment , dis an ' dat an ' ob ey me . "  Yo ' roll i t  till yo ' git it all rolled up . An ' 
after yo ' g i t  it ro lled clean up , yo ' make one doub le in it - make one doub le ,  
den yo ' tie it . After yo ' tie it , den yo ' git  a b ox - any kinda b ox .  Don ' t put 
it down where it rot on - where it won ' t  take long ' fore it rot , ' cause hit won ' t 
h ave de chance to work long ' fore i t  b egin rot an ' mo lt away . Put it in somepin 
f o '  safe-keeping - in a box or s omepin where it safe , an ' git  right up heah to de 
s ide o f  de hous e in center of de do ' - see , right in de center of de do ' - under 
de s tep at de edge of de house an ' lay de box down - bury it right down dat deep , 
right down clos es t in dere . An '  when she comes in an ' out , walks ovah dat , well 
dat stops her from runnin ' ab out in every shape , form an ' fashion . No othah man 
can ' t git to her . He come in dere an ' throw money in her lap an ' she refuse i t . 
Fole she take it she up an ' tell yo ' ' b out it , "L ook here , ole man so-an ' -so-an ' 
so offer me so  much money to do so-an ' -so-an ' -s o . "  She tell yo ' ab out it . He 
can ' t git to her no way atall . 

She take a man ' s  nature - lotta time a man have a connection wit a woman -
j es t  let me do i t  [ tell you ] - an ' ah b e  mighty proud yo ' takin ' int ' res t in whut 
ah ' m tellin ' yo ' .  
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If yo ' have connect ion wit a woman - �  [ either ] me or yo ' - ah ' m throwin'  
mahs elf in  too - me or  yo ' . A woman could take a pocket han ' chief . Well , all 
right . Fore she wipes , she ' ll wipe yo ' . Well now , she ' ll c arry de han ' chief 
round in [ on]  her . She ain ' t g oin ' wash it . She ' ll take dat han ' chief when she 
wip es yo ' wit it an ' de g own she s leep in '  in , an ' when she g i t  up durin ' de night 
to make water - well , she b ound to wipe . Well , she take dat gown an ' g o to a 
basin of water - dats when yo ' gone now - g o to a bas in of  water an ' wash dat 
fr om dere , wash dat ou t her gown . An ' den she take dat water an ' take dat 
han ' chief an ' she wet dat han ' chief good all ovah g ood an ' let dat han ' chie f 
soak up dat water , where she wipin'  yo ' wit ,  an ' by dat she killin ' yo ' nature . 
An ' af ter she doin ' dat , den she take it an ' d ig a little hole down in de Poot 
of her pillah . 

(Pillar of  the hous e . ) 
P illar de hous e - under de pillar of de hous e to de sundown [ on the sundown , 

wes t s ide ] . Den she ' ll take it  den an ' she ' ll tie yo ' up - she ' ll g it i t  tied 
up like in a knot . A fter she git  it tied up , she ' ll drive a little hole . An ' 
yo ' won ' t be  nowhere abou t de hous e when she doin ' dat , den . [Demons trates . ]  

( She ties three knots in it j us t  like you are doing that . )  
Yes suh - so she g ot  a hole an ' den she put i t  up undah d at p illah - if a brick 

pillah or a b lock [wood ] pillah she put it under . [By pillar he means the four 
corner foundations or pos ts - of brick or wood b lock - upon which the lowland 
house res ts a foot or more ab oveground . ]  Den she kiver i t  up . All right , an ' 
af ter she kiver i t  up den , den she ' ll let it  s tay dere den until her change of 
de moon come on . [This is the old b elief that the moon inf luences mens truation ; 
the only time I ever heard mens truation called change of de moon . ] An ' den when 
she git  ready to wash her thing s  she wore - g i t  ready to wash her things , she 
take ' em  off an ' take par t  of that water an ' she g o po ' ovah dat thing . 

( She g oes out and pours it  on that bur ied handker chief . )  
Yes s ir .  
Well , all right . Now , yo ' kin tel l it den when you g o to have connection wit 

her den . Well , hit  be  kinda hard an ' when yo ' g i t  down dere it ' ll fall - it ' ll 
fall , yo ' can ' t do nuthin ' with her no way , shape , form or fashion . 

Well , when a wumman do ' s dat she lookin ' at another man out chere - yes suh , 
lookin ' a t  another man out yonder . Now , if she happen tuh ketch yo ' [ tie you 
up ] , den [ she is ] where she could throw yo ' up [ throw up to you , taunt you ] , say , 
"Well , b oy? " Yo ' needn ' t  worry about , "Well . "  Yo ' say , "Yo hain ' t doin ' yore 
own duty heah . "  Well , yo ' can ' t do it dere when she done got  chew down under de 
ole roof of dat  house toward sund own . If she got chew toward de sundOwn , den she 
pullin ' yo ' down - pullin ' yore natUPe down . 

Well now , d e  way - now yo ' wanta remedy [for ]  dat ? 
(That ' s  right . )  
Yo ' have tuh hunt de woods an ' go in de woods an ' yo ' finds a bush dat high -

g o t  whole lotta s tickers on it  j es t  lak cane . Ah reckon yo ' seen cane s tickers . 
Well , dey call it de s t ingin ' net tle .  I t  g ot a lit t le ball on it  like a pr ong 
of Christian s eed , like mah fingernail . Yo ' have seen a prong of Christian seed , 
ain ' t chew? 

(No , I haven ' t  - but it has these little s tickers on i t , hasn ' t i t ? ) 
[ My preced�ng answer t o  inf ormant is now meaning les s to me . I will try to 

id ent ify his three plants . Stinging net t le is well-known - any plant of the 
family Ur ticaceae , perhaps the common net t le (Uptica dioica ) . By his cane I 
as sume he means Southern cane (APUndinaria macPospe�a) ,  a tall gras s native to 
wet ground from Va . to the Gulf States . I have s een thousands of acres of this 
grass from train or automob ile , but I do not know whether it  has any "stickers . "  
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Christian seed puzzled me a long time until some informant ment ioned paZm-of
Christian seed - see PALMA CHRISTI , p . 626 . Surely present informant ' s  prong of 
Christian seed = paZm of Christian seed = palma Chris ti . ] 

Yessuh , an ' i t  no mo ' den dat high , an ' dey have a white b lossom on it - j est  
like a flower but j est  as white as  yore shir t dere , a lit tle white b lossom .  An ' 
dey have lit tle stickers on ' em - lit t le o le stickers on ' em  no mo '  den ab out 
dat long [demons trates ] - mah thumb on out dere on dat penci l .  An ' den if yo ' 
go  tetch dat it will sting yo ' an ' itch chew - j est  itch chew .  An ' now de way 
yo ' do , yo ' gits dat . De root grow away down when yo ' start of f digg in '  it , but 
hit gits down small like a matchstem , until yo ' git  down dat much in de dirt 
[ demonstrates ] .  

(About a foot . )  
Yessuh , den i t  runs up den about de size - a lit t le b i t  larger den mah thumb 

but hit  grow right s traight down .  An ' de root of it  is white like a po tato , an '  
de top part i s  kinda like one dese white [ Irish ]  potatoes , kinda like d e  skin of 
i t .  An ' when yo ' break it open it got a s tring in de middle of it  - j es '  like 
dis heah [my ] lead pencil heah g o t  a s tring in de middle of it . 

Well now , yo ' takes dat - dat ' s  gittin '  yore nature back . Yo ' takes dat den 
an ' den yo ' git chew some liquor , an ' den [take ] yo ' knife an ' cut it all up an ' 
yo ' put it  in a quart bottle an ' den add new water to it  - a pint bo ttle , an ' den 
yo ' [ let  i t ]  s i t  dere a day an ' a night . Den yo ' take a teaspoonful of it den . 
I t ' ll sprang right back up an ' yo ' kin go dere an ' have every woman yo ' want - it  
won ' t f a l l  in  no  way , shap e , form or fashion . It  will  make yo ' hop natured. 

Den a person kin go on , if a person know how to work it - how to use it like 
de tallow . 

[ "The electricity went off for a moment so I conment" - no te made whi le 
checking the transcript ion . ]  

(The lights are back on now . You are taking off this spell with this dead 
man ' s  bone . All right . )  

Yo ' takin ' off d e  sp ell . Now , all right . Yo ' take one part of de S cripture , 
den yo ' use - yo ' go back den to d e  Bib le an ' yo ' use part of de S crip ture - one 
par t of de Scrip ture an ' dese dry bones . 

[ "Door opens and Edward comes in whis tling . I say ,  ' All righ t , we ' re working , 
s t i ll . ' Edward says , ' Good , ' and leaves" - my no te  when I checked the transcrip
tion . Edward did this wi th all long interviews unless he could hear my voice 
clear ly and fairly often . ] 

All right . Now , yo ' take these dry bones - dead bones an ' yo ' beat ' em up 
[hammers ] where yo ' kin hanmer ' em  [hanmers ] like yo ' want ' em  [hammers ] .  Yo ' 

burn ' em  an ' burn ' em till dey be kinda - an ' af tah burn ' em  yo ' take yo ' a ham
mer [hammers ]  or somep in o thah where yo ' kin beat ' em [hammers ] in a piece of 
cloth , a s trong piece of cloth [hammers ] .  Yo ' beat ' em to a powdah like yo ' 
want ' em . An ' af ter yo ' beat ' em to a powdah j es '  like yo ' want ' em , den if a 
person den have a spell , d en yo ' could take den dem dry bones [ "f rom a dead 
person . He to ld me about them while electr icity was off ; that was why Edward 
came in , when elec tricity went off " - my no te at  trans cription checking while 
episode s t i ll fresh in mind . ] 

An ' by de Power of God an ' through by de g i fts da t God is g oin '  to g ive yo ' , 
an� so  by de Scrip tures verse an ' speaking dat thing out from de Bib le , git chew 
a fZannin [ f lannel ]  cloth - put it in cloth wide as yore three fingahs or eithah 
two f ingahs , an ' let de c lo th go through de middle when yo ' po ' it  in dere . An ' 
af tah yo ' git  it in dere , when yo ' git  to de p lace where yo ' kin tie - tie hit 
up in dere , den you s ew  it up an ' s trip . Tie it righ t around his  hand , on his 
clothes . Jes ' like he have a f i t , say at ' leven ' clock - an ' at twelve a ' clock 
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today de spell is done off him . Don ' t have no mo ' spell ' cause yo ' workin ' dat 
through by de g ood Lord ' s  Bib le .  

Den ah tell yo ' another quick way . Den , if yo ' can ' t g i t  hold of de b one 
lotta time a person be to yo ' place a lotta time - if yo ' can ' t git  hold of one 
thing yo ' kin g i t  hold of  another thing .  Make it  kinda quick . An 1 if yo ' can ' t 
git  hold of de bones lotta times , well , all right , it is  quite natural yo ' kin 
git hold of a I rish potato an ' g i t  hold of a b lack hen aig - anybody go t a b lack 
chicken . 

Now , yo ' kin g i t  dis I rish potato an ' also dis b lack hen aig - yo ' g i t  chew 
one b lack hen aig an ' g i t  chure Irish potato an ' yo ' cut off  de skin part an ' 
then de part chew cut off , let de part be split , an ' af tah d e  par t , dat  piece b e  
split , yo '  fold yo ' cloth like ah ' m  foldin ' dis han ' chief . Dey kin split it  yo ' 
know an ' tie it  heah . Yo ' kin put chure Irish potato heah an ' den yo ' kin push 
it down where yo ' wanta - where yo ' kin g i t  all around de way [demons trates ] .  

(You wrap that like a bandage - like you are making a bandage - you make one 
fold and you put all that I rish potato under that first fold . ) 

Yes , sir , under dis heah firs t fold right heah , an ' den yo ' cut dis heah off 
right heah . Now de firs t fold heah , den yo ' leave it , d en yo ' sew i t  up heah 
an ' den - befo ' yo ' put chure I rish potato in dere - den yo ' git  chure aig , an ' 
after yo ' git chure e ig , den yo ' take yo ' den a lit tle spirits of turpentine an ' 
j es t  ab out - well , ab out eight or nine or twenty drops of spirits of turpentine . 
Den yo ' put in dat aig - like yo ' bus t yore white an ' yallah of dat aig - an ' yo ' 
put it in dat aig an ' yo ' g i t  chew a piece of yore b lues tone about de size of a 
b lackeye pea , an ' yo ' b eat hit [ i t ] up an ' yo ' put hit in dere . Den yo ' g o  back 
d en an ' yo ' git  chew a piece of alum ab out de size  of a b lackeye pea . Yo ' b eat 
dat up an ' put dat in dere . An ' yo ' go back den an ' git chew a little pinch of 
what ' em  call it , catnip - what you fed a dog [ cat ] on , much as  yo ' kin hold in 
yore fing ers , an ' yo ' kin put dat in dere . An ' yo ' take de I rish potato d en -
aftah yo ' done split ' em  up , an ' take yo ' a spoon an ' mix dat all up in there . 
Git dat aig , tie  ' em  all tog e ther an ' den put it  in dat cloth den - put it  in 
dat cloth an ' tie it  right around next to yore skin , say like ' leven a ' clock 
today , or say fo ' ' c lock dis evenin ' .  Well , he done g o t  ease - dat quick eas e , 
if yo ' can ' t git  holt of no bones . 

(That would take the fit off that was put on me by someone g iving me a spell . ) 
Dey git hold of yore handwriting now , Boss - dat ' s  whut ah ' m  speaking about 

now . I t  appears de folks of de world is wise  enough to  do dese thing s , but st ill 
God - now , ' f ore ah exp lains dat ah ' m  coming right back heah to Bib le .  Sams on 
was de s trong e s t  man on earth an ' King Solomon was de wis es t man , wasn ' t  he . 
Well , all right , now ah ' m  coming to what yo ' want . 

Firs t we take yore handwriting . I f  yo ' be  from heah to New York , or yo ' b e  
f rom heah t o  Tallahassee , or yo ' kin b e  heah to  Sou th Ca ' lina , a man would take 
yore handwriting an ' he kin work wit yo ' in yore handwriting . Well , if he ain ' t 
got de s tuf f an ' know where to g i t  it , he dress dis piece of paper an ' by dress
ing dis piece of papah b etween lines - yo ' write b etween lines . He dresses i t  
all b etween lines an ' wheres omevah h e  put ' em ,  right o n  down to  d e  closin ' . Now 
af ter he dress it , why yore name is done signed dere . Well , all right , as long 
as he wise  enough to send to New York to git  a magia drC1hJing glass an ' kinda work 
on dat crys tal , balance on it  like de movin ' picture show [ the fadeout ? ]  an ' 
stick dat cle�n up in dat magia drC1hJing glass - wasn ' t but one thing done , an ' 
say could draw yo ' right on down , draw yore handwri ting right on down to nuthin . 
[This is diminishing amount or s i z e  mag ic . ]  Af ter while den yore fingers git  
right kinda cramped crossed yore mus cle parts an ' af ter while yo ' g o  t o  writ ing , 
yo ' have a pen , say ,  "Hmm., mah fing ers kinda cramped . "  Dere people wise  in de 
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wor ld to send off to  New York an ' git  dese magic �ing g lasses an ' take i t  an ' 
work it by ' lectricity - like yo ' working [your machine ] right heah now - set  it  
ovah behin ' like di s  i s  heah , an ' dey say ,  "Draw yore han '  down . " 

(Well , h ow would you dpess that let ter - what would you use to write between 
the lines , anything ? )  

Yes , s ir . Jes ' say now if ah wanta git  t o  yo ' - wanta call yo ' .  Ah g o  out 
chere in de woods an ' git  a tPUmpet root. Lotta peop le don ' t know whut a trumpet 
root is . A trumpet root will grow dat high . An ' a trumpet root have a figure on 
it like a man wit a cap s tickin ' from i t  - de trumpet root , an ' it spreads out 
j es t  as wide as mah f ing er . Well , ah g its dat . Den ah g oes down den ins ide of 
a kinda wet p lace an ' hunt de - whut chew call de five finger roots . Well , when 
yo ' git  it , it be f ive - see , i t ' s  j es t  like f ive o f  yore f ing ers , called de five 
finger roots. When yo ' g i t  dat den an ' come an ' mix dat together , an ' af ter yo ' 
comin ' on an ' put i t  together - an ' after yo ' mix it up , yo ' work it while it ' s  
green an ' smear i t  all ovah dat piece of papah - dat ' s  pods growin ' underneath 
all dat p iece of paper dere , an ' af ter dey fold it  - dat p iece of paper , dey call 
yore name , "Well , ah want so-an ' -so-an ' -so , ah don ' t like h im ,  ah ' m bring in '  him 
down . " Well , he f ixin ' dat an ' ' bus in '  [ abusing ] yo ' an ' g ittin '  yo ' at de same 
time . Af ter doin ' dat , dey dpess i t . Den dey go to  work den an ' s t ick it  behin ' 
a magic drawing g lass , an ' if  dey ain ' t got  no g las s , dey ' ll g o  somewhere if dey 
have to walk ten miles down to  a sandbar where dere runs a rivah where de edge of 
de water come out to de bank - when de wind b lows de water to  de edge an ' goes 
back den to run . Well , dey ' ll put it right down , bury dat paper righ t down side 
along de level water - de water sweep backwards an ' forwards ovah it , dat party 
will draw yo ' , draw yo ' righ t on down . 

(That will put you down and keep you down? ) 
Yes s ir , it  will keep yo ' down , too - where yo ' can ' t us e yore f ing er , can ' t 

shet yore hand , can ' t pick up yore hat . Yo ' couldn ' t  pick up dat dere [my hat 
with concealed microphone - see INTRODUCTION ] .  

Say , if a fellah gamb lin '  - say alot ta  ' em  will use perfume or dpess card s 
with perfume in any shape , form or fashion . Co ' s e ah have dressed a few cards 
with perfume - Jockey C lub , but ah ' ve got a plan dat quicker den dat . An ' yo ' 
use it  wit a toadfrog ,  an ' by yo ' gittin '  a toadfrog , yo ' g o  out into  a skin game 
an ' yo ' g i t  a toadfrog an ' den yo ' git two - b eat one an ' make one mad an ' de 
other one don ' t be mad , an ' if he ain ' t s cared , pick h im up an ' de other one be  
pleased . Den git  chew a piece of s ilk thread , an ' af ter yo ' g i t  chew a p iece of 
silk thread , an ' de one whut ' s  mad yo ' tie him on - put h im on top of dat one ' s  
back an ' tie him dere . Den after yo ' tie h im dere , den yo ' git chew a sharp
pointed knife an ' yo ' s tick a hole clean through both of ' em .  An ' af ter yo ' 
s tick yo ' a hole clean through both of ' em , den yo ' g i t  lit tle pie ces of dey 
entrails , den yo ' ciTess dat frog . I f  it  is de j ack of diamonds , if it  is a queen 
an ' if it  is a ten of diamonds or de ten of hearts , dress it , an ' yo ' kin walk 
from heah to anywhere an ' de man dat sit  down an ' play a skin g ame , he ' ll win 
de money - he won ' t lose . 

Den ah tell yo ' dis way an ' ah tell yo ' a quicker way den dat . 
Yo ' g o  back an ' yo ' buy yo ' fo ' cans of Red Devi l Lye - he got de lit t le fo ' k ,  

da�' s d e  devil . An '  s ee den if  anyb ody tryin ' [ t o  plant any cunjupe near your 
hous e ] ,  take den an ' dig a hole righ t deep [demons trates ] .  

(Up to  your elb ow . )  
Yes s ir ,  an ' put it to de fo ' corner of de hous e an ' turn all de faces ins ide 

de house , ins ide . 
(Have all the [red ] devils looking into this house . )  
Yessuh , inside d e  house - an ' say ,  j es '  like yo ' put i t  down dere , say like 
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tonight , an ' Friday an ' Saturday an ' Sunday of next week , yo ' couldn ' t  tend ' em , 
dey be comin ' every which direction . See , ' cause yo ' take de  potash - dat ' s  de 
devil , yo ' be  all right now . Be all right now . 

Now , ah tell yo ' de quickes t way - a lotta time a fellah git  around - well , 
all right - ah tell yo ' dis  - de quickes t way - bury it right down quick . Well , 
all right , yo ' go g i t  chew a packag e of tab le cookin ' salt - yo ' know whut dey 
cook dat with - use dat . Git chew a nickel wor th of sulphur an ' yo ' mix half of 
dat tab le salt wit dat whole nickel worth of sulphur - us e dat whole nickel worth 
of sulphur an ' use half of dat cookin ' table salt , an ' ev ' ry one dey cros s - you 
could ride up an ' down de s treets at  night in de  car an ' jes ' take a handful an ' 
j es '  throw it  around de  cros sroads or one place ano ther - de mornin' when yo ' g i t  
up dey b e  waitin ' heah - callin ' on yo ' - yo '  draw ' em  in to yo ' .  

Yo ' got  somepin ovah yore head right dere - dirt daub er .  Well now , yo ' take 
nine dirt daubers an ' put it on us ed paper - don ' t let it tetch de  flo ' though -
put it  on de us ed paper an ' put it in a wineg lass - an ' g i t  chew a nickel b ox of 
cayenne red grinded peppah , an ' yo ' put it in dere , an ' by  puttin ' it in dere yo ' 
put chew in a teaspoonful of sugah . Dat ' s  two-three mixture right dere -
cayenne peppah an ' dat dirt dauber - three mixture right dere . 

Well , all right , yo ' wanta tie de officers from yo ' . Well , all right , yo ' go  
den an ' git  chew a piece of lump alum - j es '  use  a b ig b all of  it  - b eat it  up 
an ' put dat in dere . Well , dat ' s  fo ' mixtures right dere . Well , all right - if 
yo ' want ' em  to keep dey mind from yo ' - well , all right - yo ' go  dere an ' git  
chew a nickel worth copperas an ' put a teaspoonful in dere . Well , all right -
den ,  after yo ' g i t  all dat put together - yo ' b e  sure yo ' mix i t  den , an ' after 
yo ' mix it up g ood , an ' den if yo ' gwine anywhere in de direction dey s tay - any
where around - travelin ' j es '  throw it right on round . Dey go  right by yo ' -
turn yo ' up - dey ain ' t even goin ' pay yo ' no mind . 

(Keep the law away - you put that copperas in it . What did you s ay that 
copperas does to him? ) 

Dat poison his mind from yo ' .  
(That pois ons the law ' s mind . )  
All right - now lis ten - yo '  smokin '  somepin right dere now . Take a cigar 

.ash - dus t on a piece of paper - j es '  like now if ah ' m  b ad ab out drinkin ' mah 
liquor an ' mah ole lady wanta break me up from dr inkin ' .  Well , all right . Den 
ah takes me den a - take des e  real fat lighter sp linters - cut ' em  up - trim ' em  
up like a rounded pencil an ' have ' em  de leng th of yore fing er .  Well , when dey 
go  to make coffee or make tea , put de fat lighter sp linter in dere , in dat coffee 
pot - in wit chure coffee an ' put dat cigar dust - some whut yo ' smokin ' dere an ' 
put i t  in dat coffee . 

Well , all right . Well now , to poison his mind shore ' nuff she g o  b ack an ' 
wash a little him shimmy- tai l - called de shimmy-tai l - wash her shimmy or g own 
she s leep in . Den when she put dat pot on de  fiah an ' den dat fiah b oil  de water 
ovah an ' ovah - well , dat be boilin ' yore s tuff ovah an ' ovah from dat liquor . 
Ever ' t ime yo ' si t  down eat chure breakfas t or drink tea or coffee , an ' when yo ' 
go an ' drink a drink of liquor , well it  might make yo ' s ick - yo ' turn ever ' thing 
out [vomit ] .  When yo ' git  ovah dat , pardner [partner ] , yo ' won ' t want no mo ' 
liquor . [Thil is called shimmy-tai l tea and is s o  known everywhere . ] 

I f  yo ' know b lack hen aig s , yo ' git  chew a fresh b lack hen aig , an ' by git tin ' 
yo ' a fresh b lack hen aig , yo ' works dem I n  de Name of de Lord an ' de Son an ' de 
Power - an ' de Holy Ghos t an ' de Power - de fresh b lack hen aig - de ones now she 
done laid in fo ' - five days - yo ' re ' lly git a fresh one , an ' if dat man ' s - if 
he ain ' t carried to de cemetery ,  h e  laying up [corpse has not yet been buried] . 

(This dead man that has b een killed . )  
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Yes , b een ki lled an ' if de man done gone off to Miami or somewhere - don ' t 
matter where he ' s  gone , he ' d  b e  brought b ack . 

987  

Den , yo ' have de mens b e  s tandin '  around an ' de law around , an ' yo ' go  dere 
an ' git  chew dat aig - dat fresh aig an ' put it in de palm of yore han ' an ' lock 
yore f ingers like ah ' m  lockin ' mine - hole dat aig right in yore han ' an ' yo

-
,
--

s lip it  right on dis casket , an ' when he b e  buried yo ' go dere an ' s lip it right 
on de grave , an ' de man dat will come on in an ' sit  as ide of yo ' ,  dat ' s  de man 
dat done it , an ' yo ' git him like that . He ' ll come back - he ' ll come back b are
headed - he ' ll come back b aref ooted - an ' he ' ll come back naked - not matter 
whut , he comin ' . 

(You hold that b lack hen egg in your hand like that and then you set  i t  on the 
casket when they bury this man at the grave , and when this man comes they will 
get him at once . )  

Oh , yes s ir .  
(If  a fellah kills another man , h e  can d o  something t o  get away - they can ' t 

catch him at all . Do  you know what he can do? ) 
Well , one ob s tacle thing he can do , if dey [he ] kill a man . A lot of ' em  is 

wise enough to do anything - lot of ' em  wis e enough to anything - den yo ' kin be 
wise enough dey say to throw i t  off . 

If a man kill a man like in dat s treet out dere an ' if he g its to de cows , 
where dere a bunch of cat tle , well , he kin go dere an ' j es '  put his feet dataway 
in dat manure dere [demons trates ] .  No dog couldn ' t  trace it  [him]  - no dog in de 
world - in de S tate of Georg ia or no othah State could trace him - he ' s  gone . He 
done gone on . Well , yo ' see dat cow manure on de ground - he can ' t  git de man ' s 
s cent , he git  de cow manure .  

Now if anyb ody s t eal anything from yo ' - ah would g o  t o  yore house an ' s teal 
anything from yo ' .  Well , all right now , now de thing whut chew wanta do . 1 Yo ' 
wait till yo ' ketch de mornin ' s tar . Well , yo ' ketch dat when yo ' fir s t  see de 
mornin ' s tar . Yo ' go  all de ways around de front of yore house ten times an ' 
[ circumambulate the house ten times while saying , ]  "Come home , whoevah got it . 
Come home , bring i t  home . "  Yo ' go  all de way round dere , "Ah ' m  doin '  dis In de 
Name of de Lord , an ' de Father , an ' de Son - an ' de Lord g iveth an ' de Lord 
taketh - Bles s ed be de Name of de Lord . "  An ' den af ter yo ' go  round yore hous e 
ten times - an ' yo ' git chew a goZd-eye needle an ' s tick it  right in de center of 
yore do ' - don ' t  make no hole dataway [demons trates ] .  

( Right in the top of the door . )  
G it chew a piece of si lk thread an ' let him hang down - hang down dataway 

[demons trates ] - an ' git  chew a piece of red f lannel wide as two o f  mah f ingers , 
an ' tie i t  to  dat si lk thread right along heah [demons trates ] - den yo ' make dem 
f ive cros s es in dere an ' whichway den dat f lannel b low , dat where he carried it  -
den ah put i t  back an ' he bring i t  back dere - he can ' t help but bring it  back 
dere . 

(Where do you make those f ive cros s es ? )  
D ere b e  f ive - right in de center of de f lannel .  
(You let that s tring hang down from the door ab out three feet and you put a 

piece of f lannel to it - tie it around there and let it hang down . ) 
)'essah , an ' let i t  hang down , an ' by yo ' speaking dat word , "In de Name of de 

Lord , Son an ' de Father , by de good Lord [ ' s ]  will , ah wish dat person bring it 
back . " 

( [Can you ] make them move away - out of that hous e next door or something ? )  
Well , all right . Next do ' i f  anyb ody ' s  got neighb ors an ' dey want ' em to 

move . 
Yo ' go to de Bib le .  Ah come right b ack to yore Bib le .  D e  reason ah speaks 
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about de Bib le ,  yo ' have to go to de Bib le an ' work a lotta these things by de 
Bib le - an ' den yo ' take de same thing whut chew work wi t de Bib le an ' work i t  
chere . 

Well , now yo ' go to de Bib le an ' yo ' go to de 5 2  deck of cards [ a  full  or 
complete deck of cards ] an ' yo ' find de Ten Commandments - de 7 th Commandment , 
de 8 th Commandment - an ' yo ' go to de Bib le an ' yo ' f ind de same thing . Well , 
all right , yo ' go to de Bib le den an ' find de Ten Commandments . Af ter yo ' go to 
de Bib le an ' find de Ten Commandments , den yo ' go den an '  g i t  de ten spot outa 
52 deck yo ' unders tand . 

(The ten spo t out of 5 2  deck . What do you mean by that? )  
Go to a 5 2  deck - dere 5 2  cards in a deck - an ' yo ' g o  to dat deck of cards 

an ' git dat ten spo t . 
(Any kind of spot? ) [What suit - hearts?  club s ? ] 
Yes sir - dat ten spot represent de Ten Commandment of de Bib le .  All righ t , 

now . Den af ter yo ' do dat , den yo ' go an ' git  den ten need les - go ld eye needles 
an ' yo ' s tick - ah show yo ' , so  yo ' g i t  mo ' information whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout . 
Dis heah , right heah ' s  de cards - all right - yo ' g i t  ten needles . Now , yo 1 turn 
round den an ' yo ' s t ick one needle disaway - make yo ' a hole in de card . 

(Weave it up through the card . )  
Dat ' s  de eye down . Well , all right , yo ' come heah den an ' yo ' cross i t  chere , 

come heah - dat ' s  de eye down - dat makes a fo ' k  in dere like ah ' ve got  it  heah . 
(You cros s them . ) 
Well , all right now . Den yo ' come back heah den an ' yo ' come heah ag in . 
(And you cros s that one again . ) 
Yes s ir , cross it  again . 
(You get th e ten spot from the deck of cards - all right . You put a needle 

right down the middle of that card - all righ t . Th en you cross another need le -
then you cross i t  with ano ther need le . You only keep that one up and down . You 
keep the points down . ) 

Yo ' keep ' em crossed till yo ' have ever ' one of de points de same way an ' 
ever ' one de eyes de same way - till yo ' git  all nine of ' em in dat ten spot 
across . All righ t , den yo ' takes dat - see , dis heah need le - like dis heah mark 
heah . Den yo ' take dis heah card den an ' yo ' drive a li ttle hole down in de dirt 
an ' yo ' turn ever ' one of  dem need les righ t facin ' dat house , facin ' dat hous e .  
An ' i f  it to  d e  corner o f  de hous e toward d e  sunris e ,  yo ' put i t  front of de do ' 
so dat it work each way - put it  down dere an ' when dey come on out dere in de 
mornin ' ,  ' f ore de week is out dey move out . 

(That moves them out of th e house . )  
Af ter dey move den yo ' kin take a chance den 

needles an ' den yo ' kin pull ' em out de cards . 
body else . 

an ' go b ack dere an ' g i t  chure 
Maybe yo ' kin us e ' em for some-

Yo ' kin take matches - yo ' ain ' t gotta put dem down under de dir t - j es '  put 
' em down under de s tep - around yore hous e - around by de s tep .  Ah wanta show 
yo ' directly whut ah ' m  talking about . Ah got mine - ah experienced mine . Take 
a mat ch like dataway an ' yo ' come disaway an ' yo ' lay one head heah an ' yo ' lay 
de other head dere . 

(You have ten mat ches down there . All righ t . )  
An ' yo ' pu� chew a li ttle pinch of b lues tone down heah . 
(At the head of that mat ch - yes . )  
An ' den yo ' put some right between dere - right heah - den yo ' put a little 

piece of b lues tone on de other side - an ' you put a piece of b lues tone on de 
other side heah . 

(Where do you put these mat ches , on the ground ? )  
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Yas suh - put dem matches anywhere under de step - anywhere . 
(And you make th em in that diagram you have right there . You use ten matches 

and you f ix them in that diagram that you have right there - with the b lues tone -
and that runs them away , out of the hous e . } 

Yes s ir .  
Yo ' kin us e chicken feathers . Now d e  way ah always use ' em - de way ah always 

see mah o lder heads use ' em - take chicken feathers an ' sulphur an ' de g all of de 
�arth an ' yo ' ll draw a person down like ch icken feathers . 

Jes ' say ,  now yo ' got a man in dis town dat chew don ' t  like in no way , shape , 
any form or fashion , an ' yo ' don ' t wanta be in his company an ' yo ' don ' t  want him 
nowhere wh ile yo ' round . Now yo ' kin work dem up in de roof of de house - stick 
' em in a crack an ' work dem in de roof of de hous e - an ' de way yo ' have to work 
dat in de roof of de house - you have to work dat den wit b lack thread . See yo ' 
have to  tie all dat - j es '  put dem in dere wit dat sulphur wit dat thread in it -
an ' git  dat all tied up , all de way up so dat sulphur can ' t  was te around - an ' 
dey j es '  stick dat up , so  when de do ' or anything is opened an ' de wind b lowing 
through de  hous e - de wind bound tub b low - den dos e feathers - well , now yo ' 
workin ' him .  Jes ' long as dey s tay up dere - ever ' day yo ' want . So by tomorrow 
night yo ' could have ever ' thing out dis heah buildin ' heah . 

( Run you out . } .  
Well , yo ' kin take a b ird an ' kill ' im an ' tie him after yo ' kill ' im - tie 

h im after yo ' done clean ' im .  Jes ' like , say ,  a pers on is bad ab out eatin ' ovah 
yonder . All right , now yo ' kin j es '  tie him an ' , say ,  have yo ' some sandwich 
put it in clean white bread an ' he come dere an ' eat it an ' he ain ' t payin ' no 
' tenshun . Well , now yo ' got h im dressed .  But s t ill yo ' ain ' t got him dressed 
to kill ' im - yo ' got  ' im dressed to poison ' im - g o t  ' im  all tied up . 

Den when dat s tuff create in ' im - it  will grow in him - it not create in ' im 
' caus e yo ' got ' im tie on dis b ig ole cotton s tring thread . Well , all right , 
when he go to move his bowels his bowels won ' t move . Well , it  gon ' a came out 
thataway an ' den it feel like dat sore - git  right heah an ' feel like somep in 
would be Chokin ' ' im .  An ' it git  right heah den an ' wanta cut yore breath off . 
Yo ' have it  dataway an ' den de doctor come den an ' allow fo ' somepin els e ,  an � 
' nouncin ' dis an ' ' nouncin ' dat . But it ' s  de way de had dat b ird - got dat b ird 
tied an ' he cook dat b ird dat way . 

[We have in the preceding rite a very confused Doctor of Medicine - 'nouncin ' 
dis an ' 'nouncin ' dat , not knowing what is wrong . My informant alone or someone 
of equal ab i lity could mas ter the s ituat ion .  Unfortunately I mys elf was so con
fused I forgot to ask the doctor for his remedy . At a gues s I sugges t he would 
have cooked a second bird , th is one unt ied , and made another sandwich . ]  

From a ligh tnin ' s triked tree - dis anyway - it ain ' t nuthin but a li ttle 
sp linter ab out dat long ab out dat leng th . 

Well , now dere ' s  one righ t back heah . Yo ' kin take a pers on track an ' a piece 
of outen jtannen [ f lannel ]  an ' wrap dat lightnin ' s trike pie ce of wood in dat 
track or in a piece of his garment or in a piece of his shoe or pants or o le hat 
b indin ' or anything like dat , an ' yo ' kin go an ' put it anywhere down ins ide of 
runnin ' water . So de firs t thing he know he ain ' t feelin ' like - like somep in 
s trike him .  

� ·  another thing a dog liver will caus e yo ' tuh have fits . Ano thah thing a 
dog liver will caus e yo ' to take it fo ' ch illun • • •  a woman g i t  holt of it an ' she 
can ' t b irth no ch illun den alive - every one will be  daid , come ahead of time . 

( I t  kills them? } 
Yes s ir . 
Yes s ir , yo ' kin take a fish gill an ' cut off a fish tail an ' tie dat f ish 
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g ill an ' f ish tail tog ether an ' den yo ' g o ahead in de drug s tore , if yo ' ain ' t 
g ot  none , an ' buy yo ' - take a bottle of witch hazel - witchara� hazel is what 
ah call it - an ' po ' it in dere an ' po 1 it all on dere an ' soak it g ood . Yo 1 be 
done g ot it tied . Den yo ' done go den an ' put it in a stove an ' take a chicken 
g ill an ' put it wit it an ' par ch i t , an ' after yo ' parch i t , it ' ll turn kinda 
brown like snuff . Den yo ' take it in yore han ' an ' grind it up - it ' ll crumble 
up j es '  like dry fodder - it ' ll crumb le righ t on up .  An ' anywhere - ah mean yore 
well where yo ' drink water from an ' dere ' s  yo ' bucket dere . Yo ' drop it in dere. 
An '  ever ' time de new moon come out g o an ' drop it in dere - drop it in dere . 
An '  yo ' g o dere an ' g i t  water an ' yo ' drink it righ t off - s ee ,  yo ' drink it 
right on off . That ' ll - well , de f irs t thing yo ' know yo ' ll commence to havin ' 
a hurt while yo ' commence tub g ittin '  full - while yo ' commence tub los in '  yore 
appetite . Well , g o on den , an ' den every time yo ' us e  dat water yo ' heave up .  
Dat ' s  yore water down dere . 

Whut ah wanta git  at an ' yo ' have done asked fo ' ques tion on it - now , yo ' kin 
take sweat from a hatb and offa a man , see , or a woman , an ' say take de sweat from 
offa his foot - de skin , an ' mix it . An '  if yo ' s  any money man atall - makin ' 
any money or g ot any money in de b ank in any way , shape , f orm or fashion or g ot 
any fortune , den j es '  as long as yo ' go to any cascade [ f aucet ? fountain? ] or 
anywhere yo ' got a well in de yard where yo ' kin put it down [bury it ] - hit 
wouldn ' t  be ten days ' fore yo ' d  go down .  

Now anything i n  mah yard - d e  thing to do - g it yo ' a full packet o f  sulphur -
a ten cent one an ' g i t  chew a full packet of table s alt an ' use  yo ' nine dimes . 
Put ' em  all at de corner of yore hous e  an ' let de las t one b e  kinda un ' ner yore 
house an ' take dat sulphur an ' ' fore yo ' do dat - put dem down in dere an ' mix 
dat sulphur an ' dat salt tog ether an ' g it it all mixed . When yo ' g i t  de sulphur 
mixed into yore salt , den yo ' take de nine dimes out an ' place ' em  to de corner 
of yore house an ' dat s tuff all under yore hous e ,  an ' dem dimes will den work to 
keep yore enemints [ enemies ] off . Dat ' ll chatteP 'em in yore yard - chatteP ' em  
in yore home - chatteP ' em  all round - anyb ody come an ' plant Poots or anything 
at dat gate - dey kint put all dos e Poots - dey plant all ovah - let dem dimes 
stay dere . Dem dimes will keep de devilment offa dere . [ChatteP may b e  from 
North o f  England meaning shatteP or teaP - or he may mean a b ird chattering , 
trying to drive you away from her nes t . ]  

Yo ' kin have a fPizz led chicken on yore yard - ah g ot  one home now . I f  any 
devilment planted down anywhere , he ' ll f ind i t - h e ' ll cheep firs t , he almos t  
tell yo ' where ' tis . Yo ' keep a little furry or fPizzly chicken - let it s tay 
on yore yard like dat , he keep it cleaned up .  [See DOCTOR FRIZZLY , p . 59 . ]  

Take a snail an ' git  it an ' parch ' em  up an ' yo ' kin put it in some liquor an ' 
ever ' time den yo ' drink an ' yo ' g it about half - t ight , get to where - hit ' ll make 
yo ' wanta kill up everybody . 

Well , de way ah come tub tote mine - ah ordered mine off . 
(Well , have you heard how you g et one if you want to do i t  yours elf ? ) 
Well , now , de way ah s een mah ole daddy done , he got a g enuine stand b lack 

cat j es '  as black as smut . Mah daddy ' d  b ought a b ig iron wash-pot an ' ah g one 
on - ah de oldes t one of de chillen an ' he tole me one mawnin '  - ah ' member j es '  
as good like i t  wus done tuhday - it was a Friday mawnin ' . He tole den to build 
a fiah tub d e  wash-pot an ' ah build a fiah to de wash-pot and he tole me tub put 
logs in it db' ah put logs in it . He g o to de b arn an ' so  we had a tin come offa 
dat hous e  - whut de ' kiver de hous e  wit - a wide tin - wide as dat do ' dere . He 
tole me den tub put de tin up to de , dat pot where he kin g it i t  an ' a b ig b ack 
log ' b out dis high an ' ah rolled it up dere - ah d idn ' t know why ah do ' d  i t . At 
las t den he says , "Well , "  he says , "ah ' m  g oin ' g i t  me a lucky bone . " S o  ah s ee 
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de ole man wit a b ag come o n  wit a b lack cat ab out a s  fur a s  his laigs - j es '  so . 
He s tood right ovah d e  wash-pot an ' had me an ' mah mother - had de tin up an ' he 
threw dat cat in dat water . So when he throw dat cat in dat wat er we hadda s lip 
dat tin ovah it . So when he throw de cat right down in de water - had his b elly 
up - right down to de fire - right in de water - an ' we s lip de tin right ovah on 
dere . An ' yo ' could hear it s cream j es '  like - hear him hollerin ' . Dat mawnin ' 
ah kin ' memb er j es '  as g ood . An ' ah seen all kinda animal things - ah don ' t 
know whut in de worl '  tub do - like somepin comin ' wit a horn - like s ome come 
j umpin ' - like some come runnin ' b ackwards , kickin ' . 

An '  so  he got - ah s een him - he got de cros s-b one - de breas t-b one - it  got ta 
fork .  [Here is a somewhat common b elief that the b lack cat bone looks like a 
chicken wishb one . Impossib le !  Since inf ormant purchased his , mail-order firms 
may s ell b lack cat bones looking like or actually chicken wishb ones . ]  Got dis 
cross-b one in dere an ' so - how he used dat , ah don ' t know how he us ed dat b one -
dat cros s-b one - got i t  up where he j ' ins [ j o ins ] . 

An '  den - he went back den an ' got  dat much of his tail - an ' ah know whut he 
done to de tail .  Ah s ee him work dat . 

When yo ' git  dat much of a cat tail an ' if yo ' mad wit a person an ' yo ' kin 
take any piece of his hair - or a wumman - an ' wrap it around dat cat tail an ' 
dat cat die mad , an ' throw i t  back in de dirt - who yo ' fix i t  on - dat man or 
wumman - he ' ll die mad . 

Well , a person - a witchcraft person sort , which is g on ' a come - i t  sorta of  
a hag- like . An '  de way ah know , if yo ' wus to  pull off de coat yo ' wear today 
an ' yo ' turn it wrong s ide outward , turn de s leeve in on it , an ' so yo '  go an ' 
hang it up an ' if dere anyone in de  house ,  if yo ' wanta , yo ' kin hang it  right 
ovah de b ed or anywheres where yo ' wanta work anyone in de house . If yo ' wanta 
run s omeb ody out on de s treet , well yo ' go an ' spread it  out in dat direction . 
Den yo ' ll git  dat party , yo ' ll spot him j es '  like yo ' want ' em .  Den he b ound to 
lay down an ' turn s ome of his clothes off ab out him ,  put tin ' off his clothes an ' 
put ting on his night clothes . Why yo ' got yore clothes turned out chere an ' by 
yore who le mind on dat an ' treasuring yore wit chcraf t book , an ' dat ' ll make de 
witches g i t  on him den an ' he can ' t wake up . 

(You do  that if you want to  ride him a t  night? )  
Yes s ir .  
Yes s ir , now if she wanta g o  out - dat ' s  easy . Yo ' take a woman is a kinda 

curious an ' funny thing . Yo ' take a woman - she wear her b loomers she wear every 
day an ' me or yo ' already s leep dere , she ' ll go up dere an ' take her b loomers an ' 
turn ' em  wrongs ide  an ' den g o  to de b ed an ' spread ' em  ovah yore head . She kin 
go off  an ' come on b ack ; yo ' ain ' t goin ' wake up tub save yore lif e .  

( She turns them wrongs id e  outwards ? )  
Yes s ir .  
(This fellow who was j us t  talking t o  me has lef t the room - came from the 

country this morning nine miles . We went out and got  him - that is Edward went 
out and got him and he was here wai ting for me a t  s ix o ' clock . He had b een 
waiting three hours b efore I g ot  here . )  

(Everything h e  told me he s tood up - he is a man with a wooden leg - he got up 
and acted the whole thing . I hope that I can unders tand - that I can unders tand 
the�e things - I tried to follow him .  He has b een very , very good . )  

(End of 1165 - the man I am j us t  speaking ab out . )  
[ I  now des crib e  an empty container or packag e he lef t with me . ] 
( Curio Products Co . , Memphis , Tenn . Dragon ' s  B lood , a powder . I t  has a 

picture of a b lack cat on i t , a swas tika , a four- leaf clover , a horseshoe . )  
[ I  have p laced this man here , third among the INTERVIEWS , b ecaus e he is a good 
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example of a problem that was always with me - an informant demons trating ideas , 
too of ten without the words . There will b e  many places in these interviews where 
I fo llow these word less actions with a running comment .  But th is man put on such 
a tremendous show , of ten at the o ther end of the room or with his b ack to the 
microphone , that my mind was unab le to f ind words quickly enough or suitab le .  
Th is is the reason I say in the preceding comment , " I  tr ied to follow him . "  And 
when I say , "He has b een very , very good , "  I mean his acting impressed me . ]  

MADAM COLLINS 

AH'M A "SPIRITUAL DOCTOR " 

AH KNOW ABOUT THIS WORK 
AH 'M A "DOCTOR " THAT "TRICKS" 

DE SACRIFICE DAT YO' OFFER UP TUH JESUS 
REMOVES DE "TRICK" 

FO' HE IS DE "TRICK GIVER " AN' DE "TRICK TAKER " 

YO' CONSECRATE YORE ALTAR WITH A PRAYER 

IN THAT ROOM AH WEAR WHITE ROBES 

AH WEAR A WHITE SATIN HAT 
IT'S A CAP -LIKE 

IT JUST FITS YORE HEAD • • •  

THAT PROTECTS THE WORK FROM DYEING YORE HAIR 
IT TURNS YORE HAIR GRAY • • • 

THIS WORK WILL AGE YO' 

WE GIT PLENTY WORK FROM WHITE PEOPLE 

DEY CAN'T GIT TO A MAN LIKE YO' 
IN SOME BIG CITY 

THEY COME TO SOME OF US 
WHICH THEY THINK AN' HEARD IS DE BEST 

DE BEST LINE OF PEOPLE HEAH IS SUPPOSED TUH BE 
PROFESSOR WARREN AN' MAHSELF 

MEMPHIS , TENNES SEE 

[Madam Collins is the only person I ever interviewed on two separate trips to 
a city . Though it was contrary to my collecting pro cedure to interview anyone a 
second t ime , J saw her again because she greeted me on my RETURN TO MEMPHIS - a 
memorab le phras e in my lif e exp lained in the INTRODUCTION .  On my f irs t trip to 
Memph is she was informant 9 2 6 . Af ter interviewing 600 per sons elsewhere , she 
be came on my second trip to Memphis , informant 153 8 .  All ma terial is in the 
order recorded ; not a word having b een omit ted or ed i ted . I have no ted and 
anno tated the end of the f ir s t  interview and the beg inning of the second . Her 
ma ter ial is on cylinders B45 : 19-B51 : 1  = 1503- 1509 and D9 6 : 1-Dll0 : 2  = 2 7 79-279 3 . ] 
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T o  make ' em  move outa the hous e? Sho ' [sure ] . Well , tub make ' em move out of 
the house , yo ' could git nine pine needles , an ' yo ' nail 

·
them nine pine needles 

down in the groun ' all roun ' de do ' s teps . If  they are not undah de do ' s teps -
where there are s tone s teps , yo ' cain ' t git  ' em  roun ' there - yo ' put ' em as near 
aroun ' dere as dey ' ll ' low [allow ]  yo ' .  Yo ' call that pers on ' s name nine times 
an ' tell ' em tub go . They ' ll move . That ' s  a confidential . 

(Would you take green pine needles or dry ones ? )  
Green or dry - j is '  be  sure they are pine needles . 
If yo ' d  want someone tub move in - well , yo ' want someone tub rent chure 

apartmint . Yo ' 
.
s tan '  on de front po ' ch of dat ' partmint an ' wit yore face to the 

eas t - if de house is not facin ' eas t an ' wes t  an ' - yo ' turn yore b ody an ' di
rect yore face to de eas t an ' call attention of this place . See , yo ' ll say ,  to 
call ' tention to dis place , "Name of de  Father an ' Son , someone move in this 
hous e this day . " An ' immediately he ' ll soon git a call from someone , fo ' yo ' 
concentratin' at  that time fo ' someone tub move in that house . 

(You j us t  call out once? ) 
Yo ' j is '  call that once - yo ' don ' t  do that nine times . 
Ah am a doctor an ' ah know about this work . Ah am a doctor that tricks an ' -

�' _ah know ab out this work - ah g ive yo ' a confidentia l .  
( I  unders tand . )  
Fo ' the house , yo ' use devi l shoes trings an ' red peppah . Tie the devil ' s  

shoes tring in a hard knot ,  seven of ' em .  
(You take seven shoes trings in one piece? ) [I  am thinking of the root , she 

has something els e in mind . ] 
Seven s trings - dey are called devi l 's  shoes trings - b lack ones - seven whole 

shoestrings dat yo ' wear in yore shoes - de  b lack ones . Those are devil shoe
s trings . [This is unusual , to call ordinary shoes trings , devil ' s  shoes trings . ]  
Yo ' tie them in seven knots , which means seven yeahs of bad luck that nob ody will 
occupy no room in dat hous e if dey s tay dere . An ' yo ' burn those s trings with 
salt at the do ' s tep of  this place or anywhere aroun ' the front or the back of the 
house , an ' yo ' do it  at da ' k .  I t ' s  not tub be  done at night . Ordinary shoe
s trings , b lack ones , an ' tie a knot in - tie seven knots - gather the shoe
s trings - see , look [ she demons trates ] .  

(Take all of  them and tie seven knots in them and then tie them together . )  
Make seven shoes trings b e  one . [Here I s topped my machine but turned it on 

in time to hear : ] Wi th the devil shoes trings - not any thing but salt . Ah tole 
yo ' tub burn it wi th salt . Yo ' mus tn ' t  us e salt that chew have been cookin ' out 
of . De salt dat chew cook out of is not fit purpos e fo ' tricks . [ Us e  a package 
of new salt and don ' t us e this salt for any thing else . This is the usual rule . ] 

[The shoes trings are burned with salt and thes e ashes s cattered at the door . ] 
If  yo ' in love with somebody , yo ' wash yore face in clear watah an ' yo ' carry 

it  in a white bo ttle [ to the forks of the road ] an ' wet chure pocket han ' kerchief 
of solid white an ' bathe yore face in clear watah an ' call that pers on by his 
name an ' yore love one will turn back to yo ' .  Call ' em  nine times , whatevah 
their name is - their firs t name , not their whole name . If  their name is  Mary 
or whatevah it is , j is '  call that person by that name . 

(Do you go out there at any particular time to the forks of the road? ) 
-ro de fo ' ks of d e  road yo ' go between the hours of six an ' nine in de mawnin ' .  

That ' s  for love . 
Tuh per tec ' yo ' self agains t enemies , yo ' burn white incens e [ like many other 

persons she calls it incen ' ] an ' smoke yore feet at  the bottom wi th white in
cense . De incens e doesn ' t  come in a white-powder form but i t  is  lis ted as white  
incense . Yo ' smoke yore feet  in  that  incens e and as  the smoke comes up , i t  comes 
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up ovah yore whole body , but chure f eet mus t not have socks on ' em .  An '  that 
rids yo ' of yore enemies , protects yo ' an ' rids yo ' of  them - dey don ' t even 
bother yo ' any mo ' ,  protects yo ' ' gins t dem . If someone is s eeking advantag e 
of yo ' tuh take yore lif e ,  it  even rids yo ' of that . 

A medical doctor couldn ' t tell yo ' but a spiri tual doctoP could tell yo ' . 
They would lay a silver dime undah de b o ttom of yore tongue an ' if yo ' were 
tricked , dat s i lver dime will turn b lack . They used tub put [wear ] ' em  aroun ' 
their leg , but that ' s  nonsens e .  Dey us e ' em  underneath dere tongue j us t  like 
usin ' de thermometer . An '  the breath that chew b low on the dime , that dime will 
turn b lack - otherwis e ,  if yore not tricked , the dime will remain the s i lver 
color . 

Dey take yore lef t-foot track on a rainy day an ' take a han ' ful of gPaveyaPd 
diPt an ' turn it bottomwards in de earth ; an ' yo ' ll die with a lame foot , if it ' s  
nevah discovered whut ' s  wrong wi th yo ' . 

(You take this lef t-foot track . How do you mean th ey turn? ) 
Well , yo ' have to take it with somethin ' dat ' s  ab le tub pick up de track 

[shovel , shing le , piece of tin] ; den yo ' take a han ' fula gPaveyaPd diPt an ' put 
ovah this yeah dirt whut chew pick up with the track . Yo '  turn i t  b o ttom upwards 
in de earth , undah de earth - j is '  as though yo ' wus buryin '  somethin ' .  

(Here ' s  the track and this track is down like that . )  
Dat ' s  right - turn it  down - open a space in there - open a hole - op en a hole 

the leng th of the foot an ' bury that track . 
The women take their fingernails an ' toenails an ' clip them off , put them in 

the stove an ' parch them ,  an ' they use it in the food , if they trick a man tub 
keep him .  

Dey give yo ' f i ts wit yore hair . They would git enough of yore hair tub g i t  
nine s trands o f  yore hair an ' they would eithah take a aug er or a sharp pocket
knif e  an ' go to the no ' th s ide of a tree , any green tree , an ' bo ' a ho le in dere , 
an ' put that hair in dere an ' stop the hole back up with anything that would stop 
it up - don ' t have tub be  j is '  wood that came out , j is '  anything that ' ll s top the 
hair up in de hole . An '  aftah nine days yo ' ll b ecome nervous , fraxured , fulla 
evil  spirits an ' dif f ' rent things lak that . Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' yo ' b ecome a ner
vous wreck an ' sometime yo ' go hysterial fo ' it , unless the hair is found - un
less yo ' go to a doctah an ' he will tell yo ' where de hair is an ' how tub g i t  i t  
an ' ki Z Z  de trick . Sometimes peop le are ab le tub ki Z Z  the trick without even 
gittin ' the hair . But unless yo ' have b een discovered by some doctoP that knows 
whut he ' s  doin ' , why the trick will remain on yo ' till yo ' die . 

(Well , now suppose I came to you and you decided or you found that my hair had 
b een done that way . How would you handle a cas e like that? )  

I would g i t  nine s trands o f  hair out o f  yore haid [see LIKE CURES LIKE , p . 39 4 ]  
an ' ah would take thes e nine s trands of  hair an ' lay ' em  on the altar with two 
white candles , an ' ah would burn those candles an ' recite  in the name of the 
Psalms - the Psalms of  David , the prayer that yo ' rep eats . An '  ah would offer 
that hair up to  the Almigh ty an ' the Almighty would give the power that yore hair 
would be rescued an ' the trick would be  killed . 

( In o ther words , you don ' t have to f ind the hair? ) 
Ah don ' t aave tub f ind the hair . See , I o ffer ' im off ering - dat burnt 

off ering . De sacrif ice dat yo ' offer up tub Jesus removes de tPick , fo ' h e  is 
de trick giveP an ' de trick takeP. 

(Do you have to us e any particular t ime or us e any particular ceremony? ) 
Don ' t have tub us e any particular ceremony . 
(You spoke of  an altar . When you set  up an altar that way , do you have to go 

through any particular ceremony? ) 
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Yes suh , yo ' consecrates yore altar . Yo ' consecrate yore altar with a prayer 
an ' that person who yo ' are workin ' on , yo ' have them tub bow dere knees at de 
altar with yo ' an ' yo ' pray with yore han ' s  on dere haid . Therefore , if yo ' are 
a spiri tua l  doctor an ' believe in the spiritual work an ' can do these tricks an ' 
remove them ,  yo ' offer them up to the Lord , that the power come through yore body 
an ' enable yo ' tub remove the trick off de person that it ' s  on . 

(Now , suppose you came from another town - suppose you were j us t  beginning 
work now , and you decided to use an altar and you would put this altar in your 
house . Would you have to go through any ceremony when you first put it  in? ) 

Sho ' yo ' do - ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' now . 
(The firs t person on whom you work does that? )  
De firs t person on whom yo ' work an ' den ' fore - ah see yo ' - ah see what you 

mean . I f  yo ' are goin ' in a place tub open up a business an ' yo ' s  nevah been 
there befo ' an ' yo ' don ' t  have any practition - is that whut  yo ' thinkin ' of ? 
An '  yo ' don ' t have any practition an ' yo ' workin ' fo ' business an ' want some 
spiritual practitional work tub do? You want know how dat chew would do tub 
pull the work to yo ' ?  Yo ' would built yo ' a altar an ' then yo ' would go through 
a ceremony , "In de Name of de Father and de Son , " tub draw these people to yo ' 
an ' on that altar yo ' would burn mont ' ly incense , which is yore birth-month 
incense - November or whatevah mont ' chew were b o ' n  in . Yo ' buy that special 
incense - it ' s  prepared by mos t - Eas tern Curios Company sells it , sells it fo ' 
one dollah . Any good , holy incense that ' s  holy ,  you unders tand . An '  yo ' have 
yo ' dat fo ' yo ' sacrisin ' [ sacrificing ] [but ] chew burn it  with yore windahs 
down an ' do ' s  closed in that room , an ' as the smoke goes up , yo ' send up yore 
wishes fo ' whut chew want tub do . 

(Suppose I wanted to learn this work , what would I do ? )  
Tub learn this work? Well , now i f  yo ' goin ' t ub  learn de work , if yo ' don ' t 

wanta consult with anyb ody to learn it , why yo ' kin consecrate fo ' it . But to 
learn hoodooism itself , why yo ' kin buy tricks every month . 

(What do you mean by buying tricks every month? ) 
There is companys that chew kin prefer - yo ' know yo ' kin git  in touch with 

' em an ' dey send them to yo ' .  
(You sub s cribe  to them like a magazine? ) 
Dat ' s  it . Some of ' em outa New Orleans , some outa New York , some outa 

diff ' rent places . Co 1 se ah ' ve gone all ovah the world [not traveling , but buying 
things . She means she has b ought foreign material through importers - incense 
and the like ] . 

( Suppose I came to you and - suppose I decided I wanted to learn this type of 
work and I came to you , and I said I wanted to learn this type of work . Would 
you take me as a pupil? ) 

Dat ' s  right , yes . Ah could take yo ' as a pupil an ' den ah would learn yo ' 
this work . 

(Well , after you thought I had learned a certain amount of this work , could I 
be  initiated into the work or anything of that kind? Or what? ) 

No , yore not ' nitiated into the work , i t ' s  j is '  a oath that yo ' take with yore 
learner - whoevah yo ' learn from - dat chew will not give yore secret . I t ' s  a 
se�ret to this work that ' s  nevah given - it ' s  always paid fo 1 an ' i t  shouldn ' t  
be  given . Now , that secret is  yore protection agains t othah dOctors . [Her voice 
begins to drop . ]  

(Well , now , are you allowed to teach a woman or only a man? ) [A fundamental 
law of magic  is - a woman can reveal only to a man , a man only to a woman - see 
p . 3 73 , line 12f . But like all laws , they are broken . ] 

Ah kin teach both men an ' women . 
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(Then a hoodoo worker can only pas s on a secret to other doctors ?) 
Any time yo ' have yore diploma an '  yore degrees why yo ' kin teach anybody . 

Yo ' have a diploma tub teach anybody whut chew want to becaus e yo '  paid fo ' yore 
license on yore diploma . 

(You paid for your licens e .  To this firm? ) 
Yes sir , ah have paid fo ' mah license outa St . Joe ' s [ San Jose ] , California , 

an ' ah have a diploma on it from de White Brothers from St . Joe ' s ,  California . 
Well , yo ' could take that chamber lye an ' stop it  up in a white b ottle with 

three tablespoons fulla sugah , an ' write their name on a solid piece of white 
papah with red ink an ' take it an ' put it in dis bottle , an ' take the bottle an ' 
turn it bo ttom upwards in de eas t corner of de hous e undah de hous e .  Dat man 
would stay at home an ' couldn ' t  run aroun ' . 

[MY following ques tion shows that we had been talking while machine was 
stopped . ]  

(They scrub with chamber lye for luck? ) 
Dey scrub with it  fo ' luck - wit diff ' rent oils . An ' dey us e chamber lye an ' 

sugah an ' oil of bergamine [bergamot ] or oil of cinnamon or cloves , eithah one , 
between six an ' nine [ in the morning ] an ' s crub dere front po ' ch off an ' sweep 
de watah out to de s treet - don ' t dry it with a mop . Dat draws luck to the 
hous e .  [See URINE , pp . 73 2-739 . ]  

(What kind of luck would that draw to the hous e? ) 
Trans ' ent trade , roomers - mah bus iness . 
(Do you , by the way , make any of your own powders or oils , or do you buy 

them? ) 
Ah buys mos t of mah oils - ah orders ' em .  
(Do you know about roots and all that? ) 
Yes suh , ah know ab out roots. 
Dey kin dPess the hatband an ' caus e yo ' tub g o  blind , but  ah don ' t know any

thing about the bow b ack there in the hatband . Dey dPess the hatband , the inside 
of the hatband with ratt lesnake dust. That ' s  a dried rattlesnake hide an ' it ' s  
powdered into a powder , an ' yo ' buys it in yore drug s t o ' [hoodoo drug store ] or 
herb place where dey sells thes e cures , an ' yo ' dPess the hatband . An '  if they 
sweat when they wear the hatband , that ' fection of the poison gits into their 
eyes from where they sweat an ' they go b lind from it . 

( In this type of work , do you think that there are a lot of people who are 
j ust  pretending - they don ' t know anything ab out it? ) 

Dere is a lotta people who don ' t know whut they talkin ' about - dere ' s  mo ' 
fals e pretenders den dere are real workers . 

(That is what a woman down in New Orleans told me . )  
Dere so many fakes until when de real person come , dey are j is '  grabbed up 

an ' carried into j ai l .  But when d e  real people come along dat chew don ' t know 
.how tub believe ' em .  [What a s tatement ! Within a few hours , I myself was almos t 
in j ail ! ] 

I t ' s  de same way heah in dis city. It ' s  so many people out walkin ' de s treets 
knockin ' on do ' s  dat until de people who have homes an ' private bus ines s cain ' t 
git any work . A '  co ' s e [of cours e ]  we git plenty work from white people but we 
don ' t git vett much work from colored people . The real dOctors of this city dey 
do git cooperation from de white people , bus ines s people , becaus e they are the 
people that needs them . 

(There is too much of that , I know , becaus e you have so  many people going 
around selling handS - they don ' t know a thing about it . I t ' s  ruined the 
business . )  

nat ' s  right . 
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D e  tPick ah know about a p erson ' s  shoes - yo '  kin take the little p ad under
neath , the inside sole , an ' put sulphur an ' salt in it an ' bury it undah de step 
an ' keep a man home . Dat ' s  a good tPick - that ' ll keep him home . 

(You take that ins ide sole out ? )  
Uh-huh an ' put sulphur an ' salt - new sulphur that ' s  nevah been opened or new 

salt - together an ' roll it up an ' bury it undah de s tep . An '  each mawnin ' � 
chambeP Z e on it befo '  sunrise - every mawnin ' fo '  nine mawnin ' s  - either foot . 

You can do the same thing with the sock or the s tocking . )  
[ I  am not asking a leading ques tion ,  I am rep eating what she said while 

machine was s topp ed . ] 
Yes . 
Dey take de seat of a man ' s  drawers or a woman ' s  step-ins , de ins ide seat 

out - a small p iece as round as a dollah - an ' take five s ilver dimes an ' wrap 
' em in there an ' carry it as a mojo in dere pocket , an ' as long as they have 
that , it cuts off their natuPe fo '  the man or woman , fo '  connectin '  with anyone 
else . Ev ' ry time he think he ' s  ready , he ' s  not - yo '  understan '  me? 

(Does that silver have something to do with that cloth? ) 
Sho ' . Dat silver wax up de cloth an ' in a way of sp eakin ' it ' ll form s o  that 

it ' ll s t ick to dis cloth , an ' that hold ' em because it ' s  bound tuh be s ome of 
they sweat or mucuous from de p erson ,  dat wear dat underwear in the seat of 
those drawers or step-ins . 

(And the p erson to whom these drawers belong , he will lose his natUPe for 
anybody but you . )  

( If  some man came to you and said that his wif e or s omebody had taken his 
natuPe, how could he regain that? How would you get it back? ) 

Well , de way yo '  kin git their natuPe b ack if their natuPe has been taken from 
them - yo '  kin prepare a spiPitua l bath. It ' s  something dat chew use ,  a formula 
that chew make - it ' s  made only by spiPituaZ doctoPs. 

(Do you use your own formula? )  
Yessuh ,  yo '  use yore own formula . 
(If  this man came to your house , would you put him in a tub or something of 

that sort ? )  
Yo '  wouldn ' t  have tuh put him in a tub unless yo '  wanta - yo '  could give it 

to him hisself . But it ' s  given with a formula made of three diff ' rent things . 
See . An ' tuh git his natuPe b ack yo '  give him thos e baths on de new moon . Yo '  
give him a bath in this particular p owdered medicine wit a gallon watah - put it 
all ovah his b ody , everywhere but his face . An '  then he ' ll dip his han ' s  in this 
watah an ' bring ' em down ovah his haid . 

(Does he have to remove all his clothing ? )  
He has tuh remove all of his clothing tuh take this bath .  
(Does he have t o  take a bath any p art icular number of times ? )  
Yessuh ,  he take three - take ' em  Monday , Wednesdays , Fridays . But dat bath is 

a formula . Yo '  buy this formula .  Dere hasn ' t  many people got it - only de 
p eop le whut p ay fo '  it . 

(You bought the formula? )  
Ah bought the formula . 

• (Whom did you buy the formula from? ) 
Ah bought the formula from Doctah Cicero Reed . 
( Cicero Reed . )  
Yes sir . 
(Out in Calif ornia . )  
He ' s  daid . 
(Where was he when he was living? ) 
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Out in California - St . Joe ' s  [ San Jose ] . 
But ah don ' t believe it ' s  25 doatahs now that knows the formula . 
(Was he a white man or colored man? ) 
He was a white man . 
(How much did you pay for it?  May I ask that? )  
Yes . 
(How much? ) 
Ah paid $ 25 fo ' it but it ' s  wuth mo ' den a thous and or two thousan ' to  yo ' .  
(Well , have you had many cases of that type? )  
Yessuh . 
(You wouldn ' t  want to tell me what those three things are , would you? ) 
Sir? 
(You wouldn ' t  want to tell me what thos e three things are? ) 
Well , ah would sell the formula but ah couldn ' t  give it . 
(How much would you sell it for? ) 
Ah would sell the formula fo ' ten dollahs - an ' guarantee it or yore money 

back .  But ah couldn ' t  give it because ah had t uh  pay fo ' it - ah ' ve paid five 
times mo ' den that fo ' it . But heah ' s  a thing that - de doatahs are passin ' off 
the s cene an ' it ' s  gotta be othah people who come heah - it ain ' t  a thing dat 
chew use dat simple , and doesn ' t  cos t yo ' but very little money tuh make it . 
Well , God ! Yo ' could make up a tub full fo ' ten dollahs , but heah is de thing . 
It ' s  whut chew git out of it , yo ' unders tan ' . It ' s  whut chew git out of knowin ' 
it , an ' it ' s  not tuh be given . 

(Well , I ' ll tell you what I ' ll do . Suppose you think it over and b efore I 
leave I ' ll decide whether I can afford to buy it . )  

Ah unders tan ' - that ' s  all right . 
[ I  evidently had asked what trpe of work she had most  frequently . ]  
Prob ' ly their wives have taken advantage of ' em tuh keep dem from runnin ' 

roun ' with othah wimmin an ' wimmin keepin '  their husban ' s from othah wimmin an ' 
·they kill out the man ' s  natw>e . 

(There ' s  more of that than any kind? ) 
Many mo ' of that then anything else .  I t  causes men aftah a certain length of 

time , if that trick continues on ' em  tuh five tuh six years , it cause ' em  tuh be  
almost  hys teria! [hys terical ] ,  highly nervous , an ' they have evil spirits - � 
cain ' t  say anything much to ' em without they wanta fly all off an ' everything . 
That ' s  because their natw>e is press ing down on their brain pan - yo '  see , the 
stuff that they use tuh take their natw>e . An ' then aftah takin ' their natw>e , 
yo ' know they gives ' em saltpeter . 

(You mean the woman gives it? ) 
Yes , she gives ' em ,  or eithah de man his wife . Jis ' like he buys her a cold 

drink an ' have a chance tuh open it - he put some in i t .  I t  kills their natw>e . 
That drives their natw>e from where it should be [drives it up ] into the top of 
their head an ' it presses on their b rain an ' cause ' em  tuh b e  hysteria! . Dey 
have evil spiri ts . An '  sometimes dey go crazy . 

(Well , do you find that mos t of these cases that have los t their natw>e - that 
mos t of these cases concern young men or old men? ) 

Well , it doesn ' t  make any difference between their age ,  because they tie ' em  
all - old an ' •young . 

(Well , who does the mos t tying ? The men do the mos t tying or the women do the 
mos t ? )  

Women does de mos ' tying . 
(What happens to these women that lose their natw>e ? What happens to them? ) 
De same thing that happen to de man . 
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( Can you tel l  me how they los t their natUPe ? )  
How they los t i t ?  I f  they lose their natUPe or i f  it ' s  taken? Ah told j oo 

how they take their natUPe . 
If a woman were in love with yo ' an ' she got holt of yore pit chure , she would 

take it an ' tack it up b ottom upwards at de head of her b ed - have her bed turned 
to de wall - tack de p itchure b ottom upwards on de wall , yeah , de head down ,  an ' 
that would keep yo ' on yore head to see that woman reg ardles s to where yo ' are . 
An '  then she could call yore name nine times an ' in nine days yo ' d  be there , or 
pretty close to her . 

(Would she call - do that any t ime during the day? ) 
No , in the mawnin ' in her room private b efo ' she speaks to anyb ody . Let that 

be the firs t word come out of her mouth - yore name . 
(In having that p icture hang ag ains t the wall , is the face ag ains t the wall or 

th e face out ? )  
De face ag ins t  de wall . 
Hang her drawers up ovah de head of de bed . He wi ll s leep . [By stopp ing the 

machine too soon I missed a part of her conversat ion . Th is is a common device to 
keep a man asleep . ] 

Take a person ' s  han '  writin ' or wh o yo ' love or wanta make love with an ' wear 
his han ' writin ' . I f  i t ' s  in ink , yo ' � t it in whut chew would call wishin ' oi l 
an ' wear it ovah - ins ide - anywhere ins ide nex ' tub yore heart - nex ' to yore 
flesh . Wear it fo ' nine days an ' aftah yo ' wore it fo ' nine days , bury it undah 
yore step . An ' when yo ' wrote that person a lettah , any favor or any connection 
dat chew wanted to be with dat person , or whatevah yo ' want ' em to do fo ' yo ' ,  
well yo ' would g i t  that favor . 

(Where do you get this wishing oi l ? )  
Yo ' buy i t  at any [o�la place dat sells - we ll , like de Lucky Heart [ or ]  at 

de New Day Sales [ that ' s ]  de Tennessee Herb Company - any p lace th at sells these 
wishin ' oi ls or luak oi ls an ' han ' s  fo ' j obs - like dat . 

Yo ' kin take graveyard dirt an ' put it undah a sick person ' s bed - who ' s  
already s ick an ' yo ' want ' em tuh die - if yo ' put it between dere mattress dey 
will die . 

(Ordinary s ickness ? ) 
Jis ' nachala [naturally ] s ick . Jis ' like some woman have a husb an ' an ' he 

hasn ' t lived well with her or yo ' have a wife an ' sh e ' s  tormentin ' to yo ' an ' 
she ' s  already sick an ' yo ' wish she would die - yo ' s lip that graveyard dirt 
up undah dat sheet - cer ' inly will die . 

( In getting this graveyard dirt do you take it any special way , or do you 
j us t  go out and p ick it up ? )  

No , yo ' don ' t go out an ' pick it up . Yo ' git near the lef t s ide o f  the grave 
an ' run a s lab-b o ' d  or somethin '  dat sharp , down as fur as neah as yo ' would 
th ink would be to de person ' s  heart . an ' then pull it up an ' j erk i t , an ' that 
would make the dirt j ump up out of the hole , yo ' see , where yo ' j erk it out from . 
Git  the dirt that j umps outa the hole - not the top dirt - the dirt as near their 
heart as yo ' think the body would b e .  Usually , if  a person i s  lyin ' down ,  yo ' 
know yo ' kin very well tell ab out where their heart would be , yo ' unders tand . 
An '  yo ' would shove this sharp point or somethin ' down there fur enough an ' if 
ye ' would git  a twis t on it dat chew snatch up enough dirt , yo ' would git ab out 
th is much in yore hands [demonstrates ] .  An ' yo ' put it there and they certainly 
would die . 

(Well , now , do you get that dirt at any par ticular t ime o f  the day? ) 
No pertic ' lar day or no pertic ' lar t ime - j is '  s o  it ' s  re ' lly graveyard dirt 

offa a dead person ' s  grave . 
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Aw , well , fo ' the use of the moon in this work? I t ' s  accordin ' tub whut chew 
workin ' fo ' . They use the moon in this work on love af fairs , as to take a man ' s  
min ' while the moon is young , an ' dey us ' lly kin git  control of  ' im .  

Anything in de case of death - if yo ' wanted tub ki ll somebody on de s ign of 
de moon , �o ' ketch de moon on de da ' k  of  de moon . 

(Are the stars used in anything? ) 
Ah don ' t know anything about the s tars . 
(About running water? )  
Runnin ' watah - t o  run a person 'way from yo ' ,  yo ' put 

up in a dry bottle - a small bottle about like dis fingah 
wishes [ rare term] an ' throw dis bottle in runnin ' watah . 
runs ' em crazy , run ' em away an ' ever ' thing . 

their hair - or stop it 
an ' make nine despePate 

It  runs ' em amuck -

(Do you know what goofeP dust is ? }  [See GOOFER DUST , pp . 222-227 . ]  
Whut goofeP dust is?  GoofeP dust is several kin ' s  of goofeP dust. Whut kin ' 

are yo ' speakin ' of?  Well , ah can ' t  relate ' em all but ah know two kinds . Ah 
know goo[eP dust dat draws you home , which is called d.Pawin' rragic goofeP dust -
draws a person home to yo ' . Yo '  burn it  with sugar in yore home an ' make yore · 
wishes fo ' whut chew want . If  yo ' want de person tub come back to yo ' or what
evah yo ' want , why yo ' do that . 

An ' goo[eP dust tub run somebody away from yo ' - yo ' burn it  with salt an ' 
cuss  ' em  out an ' ' buse ' em ,  an ' tell ' em tub s tay away an ' they ' ll go  away an ' 
stay away , an ' that happens in 24 hours . 

(You buy this type of goofeP dust? ) 
Yessuh , yo ' buy it . Dat de only two ah know about . Ah ' ve nevah use any of 

that [other ] - don ' t  know anything whatevah [ about other kinds ] .  
Saints ? Yessuh . St . Raymond is fo ' hust Zin' wimmin. 
(Well , now suppose a hustling woman came to you and wanted you to  handle her 

case . What would you do in a case like that ? )  
Well , her case - ' cording tub whut i t  wus . See , i f  she has a case fo ' bus i

ness - she ' s  a hust Zin' woman , b ad woman , wanta pull men in an ' g it money from 
' em .  Well yo ' use St . Raymond fo ' her becus he ' s  f o '  hust Zin' wimmin , an ' yo ' 
would set chure tapers fo ' St . Raymond with red candles . 

(In this case , where do you put this picture? )  [Picture of St . Raymond . ]  
Right up ovah yore altar , and . 
(And this woman is in the same room with you ? }  
In the same room with me . She continues in there with me on her knees fo ' 

the type of life she lives . 
(How many candles do you have to burn for her then? ) 
Two . 
(Any particular time? ) 
Two any time of  day she comes . 
(Does she have to come more than once? )  
Well , they usely [usually ] come Monday , Wednesday an ' Fridays . 
(What do you charge in a case of  that type?  Do you charge for the whole case 

or each time she comes ? }  
Well , yo ' charge accordin ' to 
(How do you base your charg e? 

[ they can pay ] 7) 
the work yo ' do . 
Wh at they are able to pay or what you think 

Ah charge whatevah they give me othah than the price of the candles . The 
candles is $ 1 . 30 - an ' ah charge ' em whatevah they give me . 

(If  they are pretty well off ? )  
Pretty well o f f ,  yes . 
(Do they hand that to you , or what ? )  
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Dey hand it  to me but ah nevah have ' body tuh pay me any less than five tuh 
six dollahs . 

(They don ' t  put it  on the plate on the altar or anything of that sort , as 
they do in church ? )  

No suh . 
( In what case do you use S t .  Peter? ) 
Fo ' people who are goin ' on the sea - on watah . Fo ' Peter walk de sea . 
(Well , now suppose I am making a trip by water an ' I come to you - j ust  what 

would you do ? )  
Fo ' yo ' success  - fo ' yo ' arrivin ' safe tuh wherevah yo ' were goin '  across de 

sea on watah or on any s tream or anything , I would offer yo ' up tuh St . Peter , 
tuh not tuh lose yore faith an ' continue an ' offer prayer fo ' yo ' ,  an ' yo ' would 
surely be safe with the contact of de spirit - yo ' d  come out all right an ' nevah 
fail . 

(Would you use any special kind of candle for that ? )  
Yessuh , white - use two . 
(Are the prices on all the candles the same? ) 
No suh , some candles sells as high as $ 10 . That ' s  the death aandle - that ' s  

the death aandle . 
(What color is that? )  
Black .  
( Suppose  I came t o  you - course I know you don ' t  do this  type o f  work - but in 

a question of death or something of that sort , do you have to go through any spe
cial ceremony , or j ust  the usual routine of my kneeling there and burning these 
two black candles ? )  

I f  yo ' wanted ' em burnt fo ' somebody dat had inj ured yo ' in a way an ' yo ' 
wanted ' em tuh die an ' yo ' wanted to use those  b lack candles , yo ' d  burn those 
two black candles � two black candles cos t yo ' $ 20 - an ' yo ' d  burn them in the 
name of death , "Deprive this person of his life , "  an ' make yore wishes . Within 
24 hours at j is '  a moment of time - any time , not inside of 24 hours , see - that 
would put them in de way of an accident . Yo ' burn two black candles an ' one red 
candle , an ' they are accidentally killed . But tuh take their streng th an ' make 
their heart fail yo ' use black candles , because it  makes ' em fade j es '  like with 
high blood pressure an ' they can ' t stand it . They fade away . 

( Well , do you have a special room set aside for your altar ? )  
Yessuh , no one goes in that room but mahself an ' de people ah tells . 
(Do you wear any particular kind of costume? Or j ust  ordinary clothing ? )  
In that room ah wear white robes . 
(Do you wear anything in particular on your head? ) 
Yes suh . 
(What do you wear on your head? ) 
Ah wear a white satin hat - it ' s  a cap-like - it j is '  fits yore haid . 
(Like a skull- cap ? )  
Yes suh - that protects the work from dyeing yore hair - it turns yore hair 

�· That cap is worn fo ' prot ection by doatoPB [ like a surgeon ] tuh keep from 
turning their hair gray ,  fo ' they age in this  work . This work will age yo ' .  

(Do you wear any kind of a cord around you? ) 
• No suh . Yo ' can wear them accordin ' tuh yore affection - if yo ' wanta yo ' kin 

wear one but yo ' don ' t  particular have to . 
(You never wear any other color except that ? )  

Ah nevah wore anything but white • 
• (Have you any special name by which you are known? Your name may b e  Mary 

Jones . Are you known as Mary Jones , your real name , or are you called Madam So-
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and-So ? )  
No , ah ' m  no t called a madam . Ah go by mah name as Madam Collins . That ' s  

whut ' s  on mah licens e an ' diploma . 
(Do you use S t .  Michael? ) 
Yessuh . 
(What is he used for ? ) 
Ah use S t .  Michael fo ' troub le .  
(You mean if I came to you and I was in troub le you would us e S t .  Michael? ) 
Yes suh . 
(Do you use the Virgin Mary for anything ? )  
Yessuh . 
(What do you use her for? ) 
Fo ' holy women who walk an ' live right an ' b e  straight . 
(You mean if  a woman comes to you and wants to give up her b ad lif e ? ) 
Yes - wants to g ive up her bad life an ' g o  s traight . 
(Suppo s e  a gamb ler came in - is there a s aint that is us ed for gamb ling? ) 
No , no saints have evah gamb led - yo ' can ' t use ' em in that . A pers on who 

came fo ' tuh be released from de game , an ' in these things , yo ' would read Paul 
who were once Saul . 

· 

(Who do you us e Paul for that ? )  
Yo ' would use Paul becaus e he one-time wus Saul yo ' know . Paul wus a man who 

pros ecuted the church of God an ' did bad thing s tuh Christian people , an ' he wus 
changed from Saul to Paul an ' to righteousnes s .  

(So this man who was living a bad life , you would us e Paul becaus e his name 
was changed from Saul ? )  

Yes . 
(Is  there any other saint that you make us e of ? )  
No . 
(Do you ever us e holy water ? ) 
Yessuh . Ah us e holy watah tuh ob tain s treng th an ' luck , success an ' happi

ness . Bathe the face an ' look in de eas t an ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer . 
(You bathe the pat ient ' s  face wi th it? ) 
Yessuh , or let them bathe wi th it - with holy watah an ' look in the eas t , an ' 

as they bathe their face repeat the Lord ' s  Prayer . 
(Where do you get  your ho ly water? You cons ecrate it ? )  
Ah cons ecrate mah holy watah mahself . 
(Do you g o  through any particular ceremony in cons ecrating the water ? ) 
"In de Name of the Father , de Son , ah prepare this watah fo ' bodies that are 

not holy . "  
(Do you prepare this water each time in a new cas e or do you have some on 

hand? ) 
Ah have some on han ' . Ah b less mah watah at twelve a ' clock midnigh t .  
(And always keep some on hand? ) 
Yes suh .  
Tuh turn the law from yore place? Well , now yo ' git  whut is known as  the 

Zcnv- tumin ' powde:ro. Yo ' gi t whut chew call gi t CDJJay powde:ro. I t ' s  sold at these 
[hoodoo ] s tores an ' yo ' sprinkle it aroun ' the place an ' walk nine s teps back 
into the plac� an ' put some righ t  in the ninth track , an ' j is '  take yore foo t an ' 
rub it in s o  no one will ' teet whut it is , an ' they won ' t come any further den 
yore do ' .  If  they come to yore do ' they won ' t come in . 

(That is , you get  nine s teps back f rom outside , then you rub that in the 
ground . )  

Yes , like that . 
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You have to go  b efo ' the j udge ? Well , ah ' ve nevah did anything but o f fer 
prayer . Ah ' ve always read de 3 5 th Psalms of David fo ' anyb ody who ' s  in trouble 
an ' goin '  b efo ' de j udg e . Ah us e de Bib le - de 3 5th ch apter of Psalms , which 
beg in , "Plead mah caus e ,  Oh Lord , wi th them that strive with me . "  Dat ' s all ah 
do fo ' a pers on an ' usually they come out . David ware [were ] a man who had a lot 
of troub le .  

(Do you d o  this at your altar? ) 
Ah do i t  at the altar an ' then ah ' m  in the co ' troom with de person who are at 

trial . 
(You do that at the same time when he is being tried . And do you do anything 

while he ' s  b eing tried? ) 
Yessuh , ah repeat that same chapter within mahs elf . 
Ah nevah had any trouble like that , but they tell me if yo ' put cigar or 

cigarette ashes , they nevah will drink any mo ' .  [This remedY is  known every
where . ]  

(That breaks them up from drinking ? )  
Yes suh . That ' s  whut they sells through these drug s to ' . 
( I f  I came to you and - someb ody has stolen something from me . How could you 

get  it back or find out who did it? ) 
Well , ah ' ve [never ] had anybody tub come to me fo ' anything like that . De 

only thing ah kin do - find who stole it from yo ' . Dey tell me the formula that 
says g i t  nine horseshoe nails - have anyb ody that have stole anything from yo ' -
an ' nail ' em down in de do ' s ill , de wooden do ' sill , an ' call whut they ' ve taken 
from yo ' tub return home an ' - an ' if i t  hasn ' t b een sold or to ' n  up , it ' ll b e  
brought b ack . An ' tub have the person cap tured that stole somethin '  from yo ' 
is to burn de enemies name , "In de Name of de Father , Son ,  let this man be cap
tured by so many hours . "  

(Where would you burn that name ? ) 
Burn i t  on the altar . 
(You don ' t burn candles for that ? )  
No sub . 
( In getting thos e formulas , you say some of thes e concerns send out five 

tricks a month or five formulas a month . Do you have t o  pay for those each 
time or by the year? ) 

They don ' t send f ive a month - yo ' git  ' b out five formulas a yeah , but yo ' 
have tub pay fo ' them .  

(In advance - in advance for the year? ) 
Yo ' don ' t subscribe in advance fo ' the year . They write to you concernin ' 

the formula whut they [have ] . 
(They wr ite to you that they have a new formula for something ? )  
An ' tell yo ' whut it ' s  fo ' an ' tell yo ' whut it ' ll cos t fo ' them tub write 

an ' tell yo ' whut i t ' s  made of  an ' tell yo ' how tub mix it an ' how tub g ive it  
out to b e  used . 

(Do they write you the price in advance? )  
Write yo ' the price , whut it cos ts , an ' then if yo ' wanta buy , they tell yo ' 

everythin ' that i t ' s  good fo ' - spells an ' ever ' thin '  - but they don ' t tell yo ' 
whut i t  is until  yo ' ve mailed the money . When you s ent them a money order , then 
th�y send a written formula to yo ' that chew kin g i t  it filled anywhere - j is '  
tub kill this trick or whatevah i t ' s  fo ' . 

(You were speaking ab out the robe that you wore . Do you buy that some place 
or do you make it yours elf ? ) 

Ah buy i t . Ah pay $ 50 fo ' mah robe - i t ' s  a holy rob e  - i t ' s  a rob e  that 
supposed to have b een b les s ed - ah ' m  not tub even clean it . When i t ' s  tub be 
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cleaned , i t ' s  tub be sent b ack to S t . Joe ' s  [ San Jos e ] , California , to the 
Bro therhood an ' i t ' s  tub be cleaned ther e .  

(What i s  the name o f  that Bro therhood did you say ? )  
D e  White Bro therhood , S t .  Joe ' s  [ San Jos e ] , California . 
(That ' s  the only adress there is ? )  
That ' s  all . 
To prevent a thief , yo '  use oil of pepsodent [ ? ]  abou t the do ' knob or the key-

lock of the windah s ill . They nevah come aroun ' . 
(Thieves won ' t come around ? )  
No sub . 
(Where do you buy that oil of pepsodent? ) 
Yo ' g i t  i t  at any drug s to '  - they have i t . Dress the room of the hous e .  
Ah know how they d o  .to kill a woman who ' s  in labor . When she delivers her 

baby , they have some person in there who would g i t  some of  her b lood an ' bring 
it to this person , an ' they bury it at the root of a gum tree an ' this pers on 
will molt away un til they die . That ' s  all ah ' ve evah heard ab ou t that . 

I f  yo '  kin fool her , pass a boss an ' tell her tub s toop . If she ' s  fool enough 
tub s toop undah dere [ the hors e ] , she ' ll carry [ the baby ] ovah time . [see FACI, 
2nd ed . ,  29 27-29 30 , p . l3 2 . ] 

They said tub write a man ' s  name or a woman ' s  name on a hen egg an ' bury i t  
in the backyard , an ' in nine days they ' ll return home i f  they were ' way from yo ' .  

Well , they say if yo '  wanta bus t up two people who are together , yo '  g i t  some 
dog hair an ' some cat hair - make ' em  mad an ' clip it wh ile they are in a ' bris
tle , yo '  see - an ' put i t  in a tigh t box an ' shake i t  up an ' tell ' em ,  "If they 
can ' t agree , an ' while thes e two peop le together can ' t agree , they mus t not stay 
together . "  An '  that s tuff , if yo '  shake if fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  i t ' ll bus t ' em  up .  

(You keep that s tuff in the b ox all the time? ) 
Keep i t  in de box an ' don ' t open i t  af tah yo '  put i t  in ther e .  That ' s  so that 

won ' t nary a s trand git out . 
Ah hear ' em say that ch ew g i t  a .dir t daub er ' s  nes t an ' cut the seat of a man ' s  

drawers out , an' clip the leas t little clippin ' b ig enough tub s top up each one 
of those holes , an ' bury it undah de s teps . That brings a man back home an ' keep 
him ther e .  

U s e  dove b lood fo ' a person that ' s  goin ' be ' lectrocuted , fo ' a dove is the 
humb les t thing in de worl ' . That is to turn off de ' lectricution . Men who go 
tub trial fo ' yeahs an ' yeahs have praationa Z  doators [ informant is  a spiri tua L 
doator ] who us e dove b lood an ' they nevah g i t  their sentence . 

(Do you know how those doators do that? ) 
No , ah don ' t .  
(You j us t  heard that they us e dove b lood? ) 
Yes . 
Ah tole yo '  ' b ou t the lemon . Yo ' know ah tole yo '  they take the lemon an ' cut 

the hole ou t , put the name in the lemon . 
Ah think yo ' ve asked me ' b out very well whut ' s  all in i t , an ' ah don ' t think 

dere ' s  any mo ' that is in i t  that ch ew haven ' t  had . An ' ah hope ah 1 ve telled yo ' 
suf f icien t answers .  

(You ' ve done very well . Yo ' ve done as well as anyone I ' ve talked wi th . Have 
you ever had any troub le getting your money? ) 

No , ah don ' t have any troub le g it tin ' mah money . 
(Do they pay you in advance or what ? )  
No , dey don ' t pay me - dey don ' t have i t  all d e  time tub pay me in advance . 
(Pay you s ome thing down and then pay the balance? ) 
Yessuh . 
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(Here in Memphis , how many people  would you say - how many people would you 
say are really making a living in this type of work? ) 

In this type of work in Memphis ? Ah really couldn ' t  tell yo ' ' bout ' em,  
because ah don ' t  know anything about the population of thes e people heah . My 
practition is  mostly out of this city . 

(Are there a great many people in this type of work? ) 
Now , there are a lot ta  fakes that are making their livin ' heah , but the real 

doetoPs are not making their livin ' becaus e the real doetoPs can ' t git  a practi
tional fo ' these fakes . An ' the fakes heah pay the law tub do this work . 

(Jus t like bootlegg ers ? )  
Yessuh , s o  the real doetoPB don ' t  git  any labor tub do - not very much heah . 

Ah ' m  hones t with yo ' ' cause ah don ' t ca ' [ care ] anything about the color or kin ' . 
Ah druther tell yo ' de truth . 

(How do they pay the law for that ? )  
They pay a shakedown . 
(Jus t as if you were a bootlegger or something of that sort ? )  
Yeah , they charg e yo ' 'bout $ 2 5  or $ 50 , or whatevah they kin beat aroun ' ' em.  

Every month or so they give ' em $ 50 or $ 60 . 
(They do fortunetelling and things of that sort ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Did the law ever come around and shake down you? )  
No , they nevah have bother me becus ah ' m  a spiritual doetoP . 
(I  didn ' t know they shook down people in this type of work . I knew they did 

it in bootlegging . )  [I was told they did - I had no legal evidence , was seeking 
none . ] 

They do it  - they do it  everywhere if  yo ' haven ' t  got chure licens e .  See , 
ah ' ve - ah have a licens e .  Dey can ' t bother me . Ah have a license an ' diploma 
fo ' mah work . 

(When you made your altar , j us t  what does it  look like - like an ordinary 
altar? ) 

Well , it ' s  a ordinary altar like a church altar . 
(Do you have hangings and coverings for the altar? ) 
Yessuh . 
(What sort of  coverings do you have? )  
Ah use white satin an ' a white  satin fring e .  
(You never chang e the color a t  all ? )  
No sub .  
(Do you have the candles burning in this room all the time? ) 
No sub . 
(Only when you have some particular ceremony? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Those three chemicals that you us e in that formula to res tore a man ' s  nature . 

As you say, you are not a very rich woman and I am not a very rich man . Let ' s  
see if  you can ' t  tell me some of  the ingredients .  I want to b e  fair with you and 
you want to be fair with me . )  

Well , now ah ' ll tell yo ' this . It  only cos t yo ' 60 ¢ to make one formula fo ' 
one person who has los t his natupe - it  cos t yo ' 60¢ to  make it . Yo ' sell it  fo ' 
$ , .  See . Th en yo ' see that yo ' re $ 4 . 40 in . Yo ' kin s ell  it  a s  fas t  a s  yo ' kin 
make it . [The formula ] is  s eventy yeahs old . Ah have the receip t [ recip e ]  an ' 
everythin ' .  Hones t to God , it ' s  j is '  ordinary . 

[Once ag ain money-talk is def erred . ]  
[While machine was stopped , I evidently asked ag ain about her work . ] 
Ah have three baskets that sits  up on top of the cabinet now . That there to 
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ketch the evil spirits . I t ' s  a prayer that chew consecrate when yo ' put ' em up 
there . 

(Do you learn that by memory or must  you use the book to? ) 
Ah can ' t remembah everything that ah have . 
(That keeps the evil spirits out of the room while you are working? ) 
_Becus ' - �· somebody have to come through there sometime . See . 
(What do you mean somebody can come through there? ) 
Well , yore children kin be  fretful - anything that ' s  evil spirits is not good 

spirits , see - an ' they are cryin ' an ' frettin ' . Ah have children . Ah have 
seven children . An ' mah husban ' is maybe not the type of man that I am a woman . 
An '  several things I have fo ' reasons . 

(Well , now , if anyone came into your room who has a b ad disease or anything of 
that sort , would it affect the room? ) 

Would it ' fee t de room? No . De evil SEirits would effect this place because 
ah try tub keep it holy with prayer . 

[The formula is revealed ! At this point I believe I handed the woman a ten
dollar bill (banknote) for - the formula , telling her there would b e  a bonus , or 
payment for the whole interview , later . l will not swear on oath that the ten 
dollars was given here , but is is a matter of record that she began calling me 
"darling" - twice only - for a reason I could understand . This woman needed 
money - badly - anything - even a dollar . The Great Depression was s tiffling 
us . See her own comments about money later . ]  

Dis formulah costses yo ' only a small sum tuh make it , yo ' understan ' , but 
it ' s  a guarantee cuah fo ' hysteria! fits or tub res tore natuPe , or anybody who 
has a to ' n-up mind an ' can ' t be  quiet , [or ] fo ' people who may walk at night . 
See . It ' s  fo ' those conditions , but special tub res to ' dey natuPe . 

How yo ' prepa ' h  it an ' whut it is - it ' s  prepa ' d  mustard , dry mustard - not 
dis mus tard yo ' spread on bread . 

(Powdered mus tard . )  
Powdered mustard , saltpeter , an ' bale soda . 
(Bale soda? ) 
Bale soda - Arm an ' Hammer Soda fo ' quick-bread - de cookin ' soda , saltpeter 

an ' mus tard . [ She probably calls it "bale" because it ' s  "packaged . " ]  Lis ten -
yo ' po ' de soda in de bas in first "In de Name of de Father" - de saltpeter "In 
de Name of de Son" - an ' de mustard "In de Name of de Father , de Son an ' de  Holy 
Spirit" - not Holy Ghos t ,  Holy Spirit . 

(When you pour the mustard , you s ay "Holy Spirit . " ) 
Yes , an ' then yo ' say ,  "Remove these evil spirits from this person ' s  body . "  

That bath is to b e  given Mondays , Wednesdays an ' Fridays in a equal gallon of 
watah . 

(These things must b e  put into a gallon of water . )  
Uh-huh . Look , darlin ' . [My transcriber did not transcribe these two words . 

She was probably a little shocked , though she does put in the s econd darlin ' 
later . ]  Make ' em up in a bowl or a pan ,  yo ' understan ' . Yo ' po ' these thing 
into a bowl an ' make it up into a powder an ' mix it all up into a powder . Now 
lis ten good . Yo ' use fo ' tablespoonful to a gallon of watah , of this mixtry 
[mixture ] - mix �hat fo ' tablespoonsful to a gallon of watah . Yo ' bathe the 
body down . [See BATHING DOWNWARD , pp . 369-377 . ]  See , pick it up an ' b athe it 
down , "In de Name of de Father an ' of de Son an ' of de Holy Spirit , remove these 
evil spirits an ' all conditions . "  An ' in three baths the person is cured . That 
formula sells fo ' five dollahs [ to clients ] .  

(Do you mix this up at any particular time? ) 
No , darlin ' - at any time that chew got a convenient time fo ' tub fix it fo ' 
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anybody , right then is the time . 
opened . Break the seal yo ' self . 
prepa ' h  it  chureself . Don ' t have 
s elf . 

All new s tuff . Don ' t use nuthin that ' s  been 
Don ' t ' low nobody tuh prepa ' h  it  fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' 
any worker tub prepa ' h  it . Prepa ' h  it  chure-

(Another thing , mus t you get it new each time you do it? ) 
Yo ' make up all that chew got - make up every bit of that at once . Maybe yo ' 

git two formulas outa dat . Dat usually makes one formula , makes one treatment -
j is '  that one saltpeter , mus tard and soda makes one treatment . See . An ' if yo ' 
care tub make up mo ' then that , yo ' measure out fo ' baths , ' bout three baths -
about fo ' tablespoonsful . Measure out fo ' tablespoonsful three times . Yo ' 
unders tan '  me? An ' yo ' kin wrap it in separate packages . 

(Well , noW suppose a man comes to you in that condition , j us t  what would be  
the firs t thing you would do when he comes in? ) 

Yo ' tell him whut he needs . Ah prepare it  an ' put it in little papah ca ' db o ' d  
boxes , an ' ah keep it wrapped . 

(Then you put it in the water when he comes ? )  
No , yo ' let him b e  the one tuh put it in the watah . Yo ' don ' t need tub give 

him that bath . Let him give hisself de bath . Yo ' give him dis s tuff , j is ' like 
a doctah would give yo ' somethin ' an ' say ,  "Fo ' tablespoonful three times a day . "  
He takes his bath at home , [ then ] po ' s  it in runnin ' watah . See , s tart de bath
tub watah tub runnin ' an ' let de current carry the watah s traight to the rivah . 

(Then you don ' t give the person a bath in your home at all? ) [This is s ome-
times done - see 9 81 ,  p . 377  and elsewhere . ]  

Yo ' don ' t have to . 
(What do you do  in a case of that kind? ) 
I f  it  wus a man that didn ' t want his wife to  know it  o r  any woman that didn ' t 

want her husban ' tub know about it , then yo ' could treat them at chure home . 
(Well , would you remain in there when they are undressed in your own home , in 

the room where the altar is ? )  
Yes yo ' kin do that . 
( I s  i t  customary for woman [a healer ] to  do that  sort of thing , to remain wi th 

a naked man? ) 
Ah ' ve nevah had tub bathe with a man , but ah have bathed women . You cover de 

bottomside so therefo ' the person on the outside won ' t know whut ' s  goin ' on in 
that room .  Ah have a white basin ' bout that long - like a little bathtub , an ' ah 
bathes dat body down with a sponge in that formula . An ' yo ' call it  a body mas
sage . De fellah on de outside don ' t know whut ' s  goin ' on . An ' yo ' have tub tell 
yore client he ' s  not tuh relate to the person outside whut goes on . Dey ' ll nevah 
know whut it [ the formula ] is , becus lis ten - when yo ' po ' that s tuff in there 
an ' git it all together . 

( I  mean , they won ' t tell what happened to them because . )  
[A cure is always a secret rite . To reveal the cure may bring back the 

diseas e . ] 
I t ' s  not wuth it - dey are not supposed to tell . 
[As soon as Madam Collins left the room , I made the usual final comment to 

the machine . ] 
(End of 9 26 .  • End of material of Madam Collins . )  

[A day or  so later occurred the police episode des cribed in INTRODUCTION. 
Further work at Memphis or  anywhere was useless until I had res tudied the situ
ation . This I did after my immediate return to New York City . Then , with a new 
plan for approaching the police problem ,  I began my C-Series of records , inter
viewing more than 600 persons before revisiting Memphis . Madam Collins , now as 
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informant No . 1538 , begins her second interview . ] 

Well , why ah ' m  not living [ in Memphis ] no mo ' ,  ah bought a little farm in de 
country . 

De bedford [ ? ) bug , de  larg e b lack bedford bug carries one drop of  blood in his 
body right in de middle of  his back an ' that bug is used fo ' insane crazy. Yo ' 
have tub ketch two because it doesn ' t carry but one drop of blood , an ' yo ' wash 
de ear out with a ear syringe , an ' yo ' put that one clear drop of blood in each 
ear , an ' that will kill 'em - naturally insane crazy . Ah ' ve tried that mahself . 

(What kind of bug is that? ) 
That ' s  a b ig black bug . Yo ' f ind 'em in de woods sometime an ' undah wood , yo ' 

f ind ' em  in de yards in cities an' things lak dat , yo ' usually kin find a bedford 
bug most  any place . An ' that bug has about six feet [ legs ] across , that large 
black bedford bug . 

Well , the brims tone is used fo ' sep ' ratin ' or putting parties back together . 
The white brims tone is tub put the white people back together ; the yellah brim
stone is used fo ' colored . Yo ' take the brims tone an ' yo ' beat it to a powder . ·
I t  comes in de form of a rock , a slated rock - yo ' gits it �n large sizes , an ' de 
brims tone is beat up to a powder . Then yo ' use the chocolate-contro l lin ' p()b)der. 
It ' s  a dark powder somethin ' s imilar to anvi l dust .  An ' yo ' take the name on 
what is called parchment paper nine times goin ' each way . 

(Whose name do you take? ) 
The person ' s name - whoevah yo ' workin ' fo ' . See , it ' s  two parties - one is 

whoevah yo ' workin ' f o ' . Yo ' write dis name wit whut is called dove-b lood ink 
[brand name for a red ink? ] nine times , an ' yo ' fold dis bed-rock [ slip of tongue 
for brims tone ] an ' dis anvi l dust powders in together an ' yo ' burn dat name f o '  
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' a t  that time - usually befo ' the nine days - they are back 
together . That ' s  only the s ide . 

An ' ag in brimstone is used fo ' pullin ' trade to the home . There ' s  a lotta 
work like this . Yo ' use brims tone mo ' then one way . Where ' s  a pumice [ ? ) rock , 
dere ' s  a prong root dat grows . I t ' s  a five-pronged root an ' ah think it grows 
mos tly in deltas , places where it ' s  damp . 

(Do you know the name of it? ) 
We call it de pi tchfo ' k  root . I t ' s  made somethin ' like a pitchfo ' k  wit five 

prongs , but we call it the pitchfo ' k  wit five prongs . De way ah got it in S t . 
Joe ' s  [ San Jose ] ,  California - dat ' s  where ah goes where mah farm is fo ' mah 
�rk . An '  we ' uns calls it de five-prong root .  I t ' s  like a pitchfo ' k . 

(Those people out there , what are they called? Are they called the 
Ros icrucians ? )  

Called de Ros icrucians . 
(Do they put out a catalog? ) 
Dey don ' t sell a catalog . Yo ' have tub be a member of  dere organization to  

get those [ illus trated ] leaflets . See , yo ' have to be  a member of  that organi
zation to get those regular . Ah go once each yeah an ' make mah annual report 
there to the Ros icrucian Brotherhood , an ' there ah buy mah farmyard . 

An ' yo ' us e that root . I t ' s  f o '  healin ' fo ' whut people call leprosy , yo ' 
know . Peop le break out with somethin ' an ' it turns them white in places , an ' if • 
you kin git that root it will cure it - supposed tub cure it . Yo ' boil that 
root . 

(What about the brimstone . Do you use brims tone in that too ? ) 
Yes , yo ' use the brims tone in that . Why yo ' dissolve that brims tone in that 

j es ' like yo ' would dissolve saltpeter . Most  people believe in saltpeter so dey 
j es '  saltpeter crazy . See . But you boil that brimstone in there an ' allow that 
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brims tone tuh dissolve , yo ' see , an ' becomes a liquid form an ' yo ' bath , see , in 
that an ' that will heal those  light places . Like yo ' run into someone who is 
diseased wit that , light an ' dark conditions , see , an ' yo ' want to heal that 
person , that is what you use .  

Perhaps yo ' can ' t  find that root , an ' then yo ' kin git whut is known as the 
devil ' s-shoes tr ing root , an ' it  will make almos t the same liquid , an ' yo ' kin use 
that - it  will darken the places . But you have tuh use three or fo ' times the 
material tuh darken the places , yo ' would us e if yo ' could g it that root . 

(You have to buy that roo t from these people though ? )  
You have tuh git that root there . Co ' se they give yo ' a picture of it  and you 

know it when you s ee it , if you take it . But you have to get  that root there , 
an ' no doubt  yo ' may kin git  it ovah in Cuba somewhere . 

In the form of spells on a person - �uh draw the mind of a person who ' s  left 
home becaus e someone has put spells on them , yo ' git nine horseshoe nails and yo ' 
cut the notches of each yeah that person is old , and yo ' drive those nine horse
shoe nails down in the front of yore do ' face - de facin ' which is whut yo ' s tep 
ovah , that facin ' . Yo ' drive those nine horseshoe nails down there and call that 
person nine times fo ' nine mawnin ' s  by their name and they ' ll return home . 

(You put nine notches on each one of these nails ? )  
No . See , the nail is long like that . Yo ' take a file an ' cut the notches in 

thos e  hors eshoe nails , that this person is old . See , yo ' got  nine nails an ' yo ' 
kin cut as many notches as to make the ag e of the person on those  nails . See . 
Then yo ' drive those nails down in the facin ' of the do ' . 

(You j us t  make it three on one or nine on another , j us t  to make the total 
number ? )  

Dat ' s  right . 
Take the hair out of  a person ' s  haid - to  where , say ,  if someone is now . Like 

yo ' were workin ' in a place an ' someone come there an ' try tuh come ovah yo ' an ' 
rule yo ' out , try tuh do definite things to  yo ' that would hurt yore business ,  
tuh turn dat person away an ' make dem lessen down tuh where dat dey wouldn ' t  be 
ab le tuh go . Yo ' d  [go ]  tuh de s teps where that person cros s an ' yo ' take dere 
track , where dey walk in de dirt , an ' yo ' would sprinkle on dat whut is ca!Ied 
magnetia sand , an ' then aftah yo ' sprinkle that magnetia sand off , yo ' take dat 
track up in a shovel where yo ' saw de footsteps wus . An '  yo ' would take this 
track up with this magnetia sand an ' yo ' would take it an ' put it  into a sealed 
box , or tin can dat could seal up - a bakin ' powder can or anything . An '  then 
yo ' would take this tuh de rivah an ' turn yore back an ' make yore wishes , "In de 
Name of de Father an ' de Son , "  that this person disappear even outa this commu
nity where yo ' want ' em  aged de age dat yo ' want ' em  tuh b e - if yo ' want ' em 
tuh b e  aged 99 , we say dey age b e  at 39 . Yo ' d  want ' em ag ed . Yo ' d  throw it  ovah 
yore lef t shoulder an ' leave ' em without lookin ' back . An ' they would leave . 
An ' dat ' ll be  dere age ,  an ' weaken down [ from 39 to 99 years old ] , be cause nobody 
would evah be able tuh find that box because yo ' put it in de rivah an ' nobody 
could cure ' em .  

(You scoop up that track and turn i t  over? )  
Turn i t  ovah . Take dat track at d e  haid [ toes ] . See , here yo ' track 

[d emons trates ] .  Turn it ovah [ leng thwis e - toes back to where heel was ] an ' dat 
tr�ck is bottom-upwards . Then yo ' put this magnetia sand on it . Then yo '  takes 
this track an ' put it into a bakin ' -powder can that is shet up . See - magnetia 
sand. 

Like yo ' are heah right now an ' yo ' are tryin ' tuh git s ome information an ' 
yo '  are s ending out fo ' people tuh give yo ' that information , aren ' t  chew , an '  
yo ' want tuh g it the people to yo ' without any trouble an ' yo ' want them tuh b e  
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satisf ied in comin ' ,  don ' t chew? 
(Jus t as if I were in bus iness selling [buying rather ] something . )  
I f  yo ' want the peop le tub come now , heah ' s  whut chew wanta do . Yo ' wanta git 

up in the mawnin '  an ' wash yore face in clear watah , befo ' yo ' eat , look to de 
eas t ,  an '  make yore wish tub de Holy Father . See . An '  then yo ' d  come back in 
the hous e an ' yo ' ll git  chew some sulphur an ' sugah an ' yore [some brand-named ] 
incens e an ' burn i t  to draw de people to yo ' ,  an ' to turn de law [ away ] . 

[ She , rememb er ing th e law on my firs t trip to Memphis , s till thinks the law 
could come in . ] 

Tub turn de law off any bus iness ,  any racketeer yo ' in , or i f  yo ' are in de 
underworld , or if  yo ' are a gangs ter , or  if  yo ' are s ellin ' boo tlaig whiskey , or 
if yo ' are s tealin ' - whatevah yo ' are doin ' - an' yo ' are tryin ' tub turn de law 
away f rom yo ' door , yo ' gi t  whut is kn own  weed , dey come from a tree . I t  comes 
in a light co lor . I t ' s  somethin ' like a tree but i t ' s  whi te . I t  comes bo ttled 
up in a wh i te clear oil . Yo ' gi t that weed an ' yo ' dig undah yore s teps . 

(Wher e do you get th i s  from? ) 
Yo ' git this weed , yo ' g i t  it  i n  N ' Oleans . Mo s t  any manufacturin ' company of 

herb s has it - mos t  any herb s to ' , hindu s to ' , carries that an ' it ' s  called a 
Hindu weed. Yo ' git this Hindu weed an ' yo ' dig a hole undah yore s teps . Yo ' 
git fo ' tab lespoons of  graveyard dus t an ' yo ' git fo ' tab lespoons of b lack sut 
[soo t ]  outa yore s tove , an ' then yo ' gi t three tab lespoonsful of ashes . Put in 
this hole an ' bury i t  wi t this weed an ' i t  will turn de law away from yore hous e .  

An '  t o  the numbah o f  yeahs , if  yo ' lived ther e fo ' a long time , dat root wi ll 
grow in de ground . I t ' s  small - it will be about that wide an ' about that long , 
an ' yo ' put i t  ther e an ' af tah that weed has been there five or s ix yeahs , yo ' 
got a roo t about two foo t long .  I t  come by in j oints - dis roo t is one long roo t  
an ' i t ' ll put [out ] on each side , an ' then yo ' break ' em  off . These roo ts sell 
fo ' $ 20 apiece . 

(But this roo t comes in a bot tle , you say ? )  
I t  comes in a bot tle of  whi te oil , but the oil is  clear . The oil may look 

like mineral oil but i t ' s  no t ,  yo ' know . Or it ' s  clear like cas tor oil , white 
oil . I t ' s  real clear whi te thick oil . But yo ' leave i t  in that oil until yo ' 
ar e ready tub bury the roo t . Then yo ' open the bo ttle immediately an ' bury i t  
undah the s teps , an ' that wi ll turn the law away . 

(You don ' t bury this roo t in the bottle ; you take i t  out of the bo ttle? ) 
No , yo ' take it  out of the bo ttle an ' bury i t . See , i t ' ll make this roo t 

grow . 
Ah gets mah shipments somewheres els e now . Mayb e sometimes ah gets i t  in New 

York C i ty .  Sometime ah gets  it  in Chicago . Sometimes ah get it from [some
wher e? ] ,  Mis sis s ippi . 

If  someone is in troub le an ' yo ' wanta free that person , yo ' git  nine sage 
leaves an ' de ninth division of Ps alms . Burn this ninth division of Psalms an ' 
nine sage leaves together , an ' put wi th that one drop of ho ly oi l .  Rub i� 
[ashes ] into a powder until it becomes wax , git it all together . Tie i t  up in 
a bag an ' if  yo ' kin git tub that person an ' put it  in his sock ,  he ' ll come 
clear . 

(You wri te thi s  Psalm on a piece of paper ? )  
No , take t�e Psalm outa the Bible , take that ninth chap ter out , cut that ninth 

chapter out - nine sage leaves an ' de ninth chapter of de psalms an ' one drop of 
ho ly oil , burnt . 

Dey in cour t fo ' anything an ' yo ' want ' em  tub come clear , or whatsoevah i t  
is , i f  i t ' s  fo ' murder , yo ' gi t  twelve sage leaves an ' write the Twelve prophets ' 
[disciple ' s ]  names on there - all but Judas . Don ' t wri te Judas ' name - leave dat 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 1011 

leaf separate . An ' that leaf will go in a shoe by itself . An '  then if yo ' want 
that person tub come free fo ' murder , then yo ' would use Cain as that  spirit -
yo ' would call Cain because he slew Abel - an ' have Cain to operate with that 
person . An '  Lucifer ' s  name wit his spirit , with those sage leaves . 

(You use twelve sage leaves . What do you do with the eleven of  them? ) 
The ' leven sage leaves go in one shoe , in either shoe - an ' de one sage leaf 

which is Judas is separated from the others , put that in the othah shoe . 
(You don ' t write his name on that leaf do you? ) 
No , don ' t ,  no sir - ah don ' t write Judas on dat leaf but the other ' leven 

disciples you write their names . Write everyone ' s  name but Judas . Don ' t write 
his . 

Dey use de dirt of  a whirlwind to take someone ' s  life with - send ' em  off in 
a whirl . Well , it ' s  j es '  almost the same as that box ah told you about . Yo 1 
take that dus t from the whirlwind , pick up that dus t from the wh�rlwind , yo ' 
s tart a windy [iah .  Make a fiah wit somepin dat will burn fast yo ' know , not 
no slow fiah like this . [I had a fire in the s tove on Mon . , Oct . 30 , 1939 -
NumbePB Book 1515-1557 . ]  An '  yo ' sprinkle dis dus t in dis fiah undah de seven 
s tars , an ' de time tub do that is two or three days aftah de new moon , or two 
or three d ays befo ' de new moon change . 

(What will that do? ) 
That will run a person away from heah . A windy [iah , yo ' know , make a fiah 

that will rush . 
(A fire that will blaze up , that will roar? ) . 
Dat ' s  right  - if yo ' kin ketch that dus t .  Co ' s e yo ' have tub ketch that  dust 

while the dust is whirlin ' , yo ' see . Yo ' gotta ketch it in a whirl , if yo ' evah 
take yore hand and scoop it in a whirl an ' ketch whut chew can . I t ' s  not so very 
much but yo ' can ketch dat . [See WHIRLWIND , pp . 46-53 . ] 

(What do you mean under the seven s tars ? What do you mean by that? ) 
Undah de seven s tars - there ' s  a sign that comes when de moon change . Yo ' 

know dere ' s  a evenin ' s tar always in de element , de  firs t of de s tars dat show up 
in de elements when it ' s  open . The firs t seven s tars yo ' see , you count dat 
seven out an ' name ' em dat person dat chew intend to handle . Den yo ' go an ' make 
yore f ire - yore firs t s even s tars . Then yo ' put this s tuff into the f ire and 
make a wish . It  don ' t make any diff ' rence which direction you go in af tah that . 

Dey kilt someone an ' yo ' don ' t know who kilt him . A person who kilt someone 
an ' yo ' don ' t know who that person is an ' yo ' want this person tub come back .  
Yo ' carry this [murdered ] person to [graveyard and ] bury ' em .  Yo ' g o  to the 
graveyard an ' yo ' dig as fur down as close to the person ' s  heart as yo ' can . 
Yo ' git  that dirt as deep as you can without makin ' a deep space . Yo ' take a 
rod an ' whirl around an ' git  chure han ' in as fur as yo ' can . Yo ' g�t that dus t 
an ' yo ' git  a boy baby ' s  shoe , if it ' s  a man ; i f  it ' s  a girl , git a girl baby ' s  
shoe , dat ' s  not ovah nine months old . Yo ' take that dus t an ' put it into the 
shoe an ' aftah yo ' put that dus t into the shoe , yo ' take that shoe an ' yo ' bring 
that shoe to the home at twelve a ' clock midnight .  Yo ' burn that shoe around that 
gFaveya� diPt . The dirt won ' t burn - the shoe will burn an ' leave the dirt . 
Yo ' completely burn that shoe . An ' den yo ' contact de spirit by de name of Mar
gar«t ,  an ' Margaret ' s spirit will git  him [murderer ] right b ack .  

(How do you contact Margaret ' s  spirit ? )  
Does yo ' know how tub call spirits ? Yo ' don ' t?  [Evidently I had shaken my 

head . ]  
(How would you call the spirits in this case? ) 
Yo ' would call that spirit by the name of Margaret , the person that got 

killed , an ' call them an ' ask them tub lead yo ' in the direct ion of the person 



10 12 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

who did this killin ' an ' bring them back in s o  many hours . Yo ' nevah ask the 
days on those cases - yo ' ask the hours , because in days they git away too far . 
Yo ' ask the hours . 

Aftah yo ' burnt this shoe , yo ' take this shoe [ashes ] an ' this [graveyard] 
dirt an ' yo ' carry this shoe back to the graveyard an ' open a hole in the middle 
of  the grave - not where yo ' dug [before ] - an ' put it in there . See . Open a 
hole in the middle of the grave an ' yo ' leave that hole open with that in ther e ,  
with this ashes from this baby ' s  shoe . Then aftah yo ' carry i t  back to the 
graveyard , yo ' go outdo ' s  an ' yo ' s cratch nine times j es '  like that , see 
[demons trates ] .  Then yo ' come back across every one of them [ s cratch marks ] .  

(Where do you s cratch , on that wood [of  the doorsill ] or on that dirt? ) 
De dirt right in front of yore do ' - cut the grass [ in making the marks , if 

you have to ] becaus e yo ' are the doctor there , see . An' then yo ' call this 
person ' s  name every fo ' hours all night that night . See . 

(Whose name? ) 
The person that ' s  daid , that got killed . 
[All this is done at the home of the murdered man af ter he is buried . ] 

Yo ' call that name every fo ' hours , see . I f  yo ' set  out tuh do that work , � 
can ' t go tuh bed an ' do that . Yo ' call that person ' s  name every fo ' hours an ' 
ask - j es '  [ like ] when Lindberg ' s  baby wus kidnapped . Yo ' unders tan ' whut ah 
mean? An '  then that person ' s spirit will come to yo ' an ' tell yo ' who dis wus . 

(After you burn that shoe you take it back and put it  in the grave . You take 
that graveyard dirt back with it , to hold the cas e . )  

Yeah , yo ' goin '  burn it [ the shoe ] on a pan yo ' see . 
(You put it on top of that graveyard dirt in the pan . ) 
Yes . Den open a hole , j es '  open a hole in de top of  de grave . 
(And put the shoe right in there and that graveyard dirt together . )  
Put it back in there - that baby ' s  shoe . See .  
(What did you use that baby ' s shoe for? Why? ) 
Yo ' us e that baby ' s  shoe fo ' tuh draw that person ' s  mind becaus e they have a 

young mind . When people are grown yo ' can ' t  handle their mind like yo '  can a 
baby ' s .  But a baby , infant , has no mind . Yo ' know that . An ' that ' s  why yo ' git 
a baby that ' s  not ovah nine months old - that baby ' s  shoe , but it mus t  be a shoe 
that the baby has worn . It  can ' t  be  a new shoe outa the s to '  - it mus t  b e  a 
baby ' s  shoe , some one that the baby has wore . 

If a fellah has did somethin ' an ' he were runnin ' away an '  he wanted tuh do 
somethin ' that the dogs  couldn ' t  ketch him , he would put nine tab lespoons fulla 
red peppah an ' nine tab lespoons fulla saltpeter together , an ' rub it all on the 
soles of his shoes , on all the soles of his shoes , an ' the firs t nine tracks he ' d  
make away from the house or wherevah he wus leavin ' , have some in his pocket an ' 
carry it along wit him , an ' the dogs couldn ' t  git a track of him .  If  he made it 
tuh the woods an ' got inside the woods , he would take the dust of that peppah an ' 
saltpeter an ' knock a p lug out of a tree an ' put this into the tree an ' put this 
p lug back in there ; an ' when they got tuh that tree , they would be at that tree 
an ' they would nevah leave that tree , dey would turn offa his track an ' dey 
would nevah ket ch him .  

(He s catters that pepper and s tuff after he  has taken nine s teps away from 
the house? ) • 

Yes , de first  nine s teps away from the hous e .  
(In the meantime h e  has some in his shoes ? )  
He has some in his shoes , rubbed on his shoes ; an ' see , they would git no 

trace of him .  
(He has to go to an oak tree you say? ) [This sort of thing shows that I 
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s topped the machine too soon . ] 
Yes , a oak tree , a red or white oak . 
Tub us e hen eggs , yo ' supposed tub write a person ' s name on a hen egg nine 

times , if yo ' wants dem tub come to yo ' .  Bury dat egg undah yore steps an ' dat 
seven a ' clock dat night chew call dat person an ' seven in de mawnin 1 - seven at 
night an ' seven in de mawnin ' - an ' yo ' call ' em fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  den dey 
supposed tub come home tub yo ' .  

Now , if yo ' wants someone tub move - if they are disagreeab le with you , yo ' 
git  a hen egg that ' s  almost  rotten ,  dat ' s  been a nes t egg fo ' sometime , an ' yo ' 
write that person ' s  name on that hen egg nine times an ' whut chew want them tub 
do , all around mixed in there . Then yo ' say , "In de name of sin" - ask dem tub 
move dis person . Well , dey are not deadly enemies . Take dat egg tub dere house 
an ' yo ' burst  it  on dat do ' .  Yo ' throw it ag ins t the do ' at twelve a ' clock at 
night ; not af tah twelve , but at twelve - any time b efo ' one a ' clock , because  if 
it ' s  one a ' clock it ' s  not twelve . Yo ' throw it on de do ' an ' burst  that egg 
there an ' that person will immediately leave there . 

If  yo ' were goin ' , like yo ' were goin ' tub Texarkana , Arkansas - that ' s  a 
three-point road [ somewhere near Texarkana ] - an ' yo ' wanted tub make somebody 
leave away from there , or in either one of  those s tates , [ somebody ] that were 
givin ' yo ' troub le some kinda way , yo ' would go tub each corner of that [ three
point ] road - at say , not this road but that road - an ' the road that chew want 
them tub take , leave it there . Yo ' would s top at that road , an ' yo ' d  have a 
s ilver d ollah , an ' yo ' would put that silver dollah in yore shoe befo ' yo ' leave 
tub do this , an ' when yo ' got to th is road , yo ' would s tomp that person out . 
See , now lis ten . This is true . Git a s ilver dollah an ' put that dollah in yore 
lef t-foot shoe an ' this three-pointed road [ three roads making a fork] or  two
pointed road [ two roads forming a road fork ] , when yo ' git there , if it ' s  in yore 
mind , yo ' know whut chure gon ' a do , yo ' know whut chure goin ' fo ' , yo ' say , "Not 
this road , but that road . "  An ' whatevah road , [when ] yo ' git there yo ' say , "Ah 
wanta s tomp him out . "  See . An ' no doub t ,  when he got in the one fo ' ks o f  that 
road , somepin would run ovah him there an ' kill him . He ' d  have bad troub le right 
there in that road an ' git  killed . An ' yo ' d  say , "Ah wanta s tomp him out , "  an ' 
yo ' would s tomp that foot in the fo ' ks of that road right where yo ' want that 
person tub go out . He ' d  meet with an accident there . 

An '  to put ' em  in de way of  a accident to git  ' em  killed or  s omethin ' like 
that - if yo ' wanta kill a person an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  wanta shoot ' em or anything 
like that , why yo ' could do it with a b lack candle or  yo ' could do it with a red 
candle . A b lack candle means s low death an ' the red candle puts them in the way 
of an accident , which means b lood . 

[Slow death was a favorite expression of Zippy Tull - see p . 9 29 ,  line 8 . ] 
(How do you do that? )  
You burn them with salt an ' sugah . Yo ' light this candle an ' yo ' i take this 

candle an ' yo ' write this person ' s  name all ovah this candle an ' everything that 
chew want tub happen , j es '  as though yo ' said , "Well , ah wants a car tub kill 
yo ' , " or  "ah wants yo ' tub die s lowly , "  accordin ' to whut candle yore us in ' . An '  
then yo ' would light this candle . Yo ' would have tub s tay up all night to do 
this . An' yo ' would sprinkle on this candle salt an ' sugah . On the b lack candle 
yo '• drop whut dey call min ' [mind ] oi l .  Yo ' git  dis min ' oi l at any herb or 
hindu s tore or  any manufacturers of  roots , herbs an ' cures . Yo ' burn ' em  between 
de hours of  s ix an ' twelve . Yo ' s tart at six a ' clock in de evenin ' in order dat 
it be out at twelve . 

[The sun in magic and hoodoo has two timetab les with variations - firs t , from 
midnight to noon ; second , before noon and af ter noon . All evil is done with the 
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setting sun ; all good , especially cures , with the ris ing sun .  Informant burns 
evil candles from 6 to 12 in the evening becaus e the sun starts ris ing at mid
ni gh t . Thes e timetab les are often upset or chang ed by as tronomical sunrise and 
sunset . ]  

An ' then yo ' have tuh unders tand how tuh ligh t  that b lack candle because i t  
will effect yo ' .  I f  yo ' don ' t  unders tan ' lightin ' a b lack candle , i t  will effect 
yo ' .  

(Well , how would you have to light that , then? ) 
Yo ' light a b lack candle , yo ' wash yore han ' s in s alt , s trong s alt watah , 

af tah yo ' set the candle - aftah yo ' dress this candle yo ' wro te on dis candle . 
[The dressing of the candle included the writing , sprinkling with salt and sugar , 
etc . ] See . Then yo ' set this candle.  Then yo ' wash yore han ' s  in s trong salt 
watah . - Then yo ' light this candle . Yo ' are not supposed tuh touch that candle 
any mo ' until i t  burns out . If yo ' tech i t , i t  wi ll  effect yo '  - yo ' won ' t gi t  
killed but yo ' ll be sick ,  yo ' ll b e  weak an ' everything from burnin ' dis b lack 
candle . 

I f  a pers on were burnin ' a candle on yo ' an ' yo ' wanted tuh put that candle 
out , yo ' would go tuh the back do ' of yore hous e an ' yo ' would s tar t on this 
s ide . Yo ' would make nine cir cles aroun ' that hous e - make nine circles goin ' 
back this away an ' nine circles goin ' back this way . When yo ' got to yore front 
do ' ,  yo ' g i t  right in yore front do ' an ' (b lowing ) [ anno tation by trans crib er who 
could hear the b lowing ] b low i t  out . Put i t  out - dat will put it out every 
time . 

(Well , now here ' s the back door and here ' s the front door . Which way would I 
s tar t fir s t ? ) 

S tar t b ack aroun ' thisaway - s tar t at the lef t , nine times , then s tar t to the 
right nine times . When yo ' come back in af ter de ninth time , coming back roun ' 
in at chure front door , an ' when yo ' d  git  to yore front do ' ,  j es ' as though yo ' 
would b low out a light , s ay , "Whuf f "  - b low an ' yo ' d  put i t  out . Blow dat candle 
out an ' dey can ' t  light it no mo ' .  

Dey says yo ' supposed tuh git _the b lack cat alive an ' boil him in sweet milk , 
put that cat in that sweet milk an ' boi l .  [ Sweet milk ins tead of water is  very 
unusual . ]  An '  yo ' supposed tuh stan '  in front of  a mirror aftah de cat is  done 
an ' wash des e bones all off . Den yo ' suppo s ed tuh stan '  in front of  a mirror 
an ' yo ' are tuh pull dose bones across  yore mouth until  yo ' s trike de righ t one 
an ' disappeah . Co ' s e ah wouldn ' t  have tuh do that becaus e ah knows the bone that 
yo ' supposed tuh have . A person that don ' t know the bone would have tuh do that , 
but ah would know the bone that yo ' really should have tuh have . Ah know de bone 
when ah see by bein ' educated to that fa c '  under de Ros ' crucians - ah know de 
bone . Yet , a b lack cat bone doesn ' t  do anything . Some people say i t  does , but 
i t ' s a s trong pro tection . An '  i t  will make yo ' magnetized dat d e  peop le can ' t 
git  too close to yo ' .  Wrap a small s i lk clo th - about that much cloth aroun ' 
each end o f  this bone an ' yo ' supposed tuh carry that bone with yo ' everywhere 
yo ' go . 

(Jus t any kind of a piece of s i lk cloth? ) 
Any kind of  a s ilk cloth - i t ' s gotta be no flannel or woo l .  
( Can you do anything els e with that bone - a t  all? ) 
Yes , yo ' k�n take that bone an ' use i t  in yore han ' s when yo ' goin ' tuh lif t  

things whut don ' t belong t uh  yo ' - yo ' wanta git  h o l t  of  some money , or something 
like dat . I f  yo ' go tuh a bank where - well , say fo ' ins tance , when yo ' go tuh 
de bank , it ' s always a group of  money lyin ' there . Yo ' know it ' s kep t up there 
in hundred dollah bales , like that . 

I f  yo ' care tuh pick up that work though , yore b ody would have tuh b e  dressed 



- Hoodoo - Conj ura tion - Witchcraf t - Roo twork - 1015 

fo ' that work with that b Zack cat bone . Yo ' j us t  couldn ' t  d o  that with that 
b Zack cat bone . Yo ' d  have tub dPess yore body nine times . Co ' se that ' s  a 
f ormula - ah can ' t g ive yo ' that unless we agree . But ah ' m  hopin ' tub give it  
tub yo ' becaus e ah feel like it goin ' tub be  an asset to yore bus iness . 

[ I  like this second "sales-pi tch" of hers . It shows I was more than fair with 
her on my f irs t trip to Memphis . Bes ides , what a compliment to be accepted 
almost  as a fellow profess ional-worker . ]  

I f  dis house is heah an ' ah wanted it , regardless tub how good she kin af ford 
rent , ah could come heah an ' make a circle in front of dis do ' ,  if it  wusn ' t  
concreted out dere , but co ' se yo ' can ' t  do it  on concrete . I t  have tub b e  dirt . 
An '  af tah ah ' ve made nine circles , ah could go ovah an ' ket ch mah track in de 
ninth circle , an ' ah ' d  go an ' throw it agains t de po ' ch an ' go home an ' .  git  mah 
charriJera Z.ye . An '  af tah ah got mah chambera Z.ye , ah ' d  put salt an ' sugah in it an ' 
red peppah , an ' at twelve a ' clock at night ah would come an ' throw it on dis 
po ' ch ,  an ' she ' d  have tub move . 

(What do you mean about - you make nine circles you say?  What do you mean , 
with a s t ick or something ? )  

No - make a circle outa yo ' self . Turn aroun ' an ' make a circle . Ah don ' t 
know anything about makin ' a circle wit a s tick .  Turn aroun ' an ' make a circle . 
[You make the circle by whir ling round on your heel - see later . ]  Turn aroun ' 
nine times an ' when yo ' make dat ninth circle , yo ' s toop down an ' git that dirt 
an ' throw it  agains t the do ' .  Den yo ' go home , if yo ' don ' t have it with yo ' ,  
because all the time it ' s  no t convenient fo ' yo ' tub throw it  tub bring it  with 
yo ' .  See . Cause maybe somebody ' s  up - j es '  like yo ' sittin '  on de po ' ch ,  
sittin '  there on de po ' ch an ' yo ' sittin '  there an ' people kin come to yore 
hous e an ' be s t andin ' dere an ' you see ' em  turn around on dere heel . See . Well , 
no doub t , dey makin ' those  nine circles then . See . Well , yo ' wouldn ' t  be  payin ' 
' em  any attention . 

(You have to get that dirt out o f  the heel? )  
That ' s  right . 
Yes . Yo ' make a cof f in .  Yo ' supposed tub make a small cof f in - that ' s  tub 

ship a body away f rom yo ' or tub bury someone ' s  photo . Yo ' bury a picture or 
bury a person ' s  body . De bes t way tub use that cof f in is with a picture . 

Well , yo ' take that cof f in an ' yo ' make it  in de form - yo ' make i t  outa black 
s ticks , if yo ' can ' t g i t  somethin ' small j es '  in de shape of a cof f in .  Yo ' could 
not make it outa papah , i t  have tub be  wood . An '  then if  yo ' wanted tub decorate 
it  an ' everything . An '  yo ' would take that picture an ' yo ' would s tick twelve 
holes in that pic ture an ' when yo ' s tuck de ' leventh hole , when yo ' come to de 
twelf th , yo ' would s tick it right tub where the heart ou,hta be , right  to that 
heart . An ' when yo ' put this picture in this cof f in , yo can say , '�et the b lood 
f low , "  or "let it st op pass in ' . "  That will either give yo ' a hemorrhage or 
either s top yore b lood f rom pas s in ' , if yo ' are a woman , an ' yo ' would die . 
Then yo ' would bury this in the ground as i f  yo ' were buryin ' a person alive 
an ' they would cont inue to go away under that s ign , if i t  wus a woman , unt il she 
j es '  die . She would lose , yo ' know . An ' if it wus a man he would take it in a 
he�orrhage an ' he would die . 

(There is no special way of burying that thing ? )  
No special way , j es '  bury it  in de ground j es '  like yo ' bury de daid body . 
Take a person ' s  hair i f  yo ' wanta keep ' em  or communicate with ' em .  Say ,  fo ' 

ins tance , yo ' were married an ' yo ' had a sweetheart that yo ' wanted tub keep . 
Yo ' didn ' t want that person tub git away f rom yo ' ,  yet yo ' wanted tub keep yore 
family togethah , an ' if that person tried tub git away from yo ' ,  yo ' d  git  that 
person ' s  hair an ' yo ' build that hair into such a thing as is called a moojoo. 
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[Usually called mojo. ] Git that hair an ' a piece of black lodes tone an ' about 
two grains of white lodes tone - don ' t  need ovah two grains of it , an ' that hair . 
An '  then when yo ' had an interco ' se with that woman , if yo ' got a chance tub git 
a piece of the towel dat a part of dat mucous wus on , yo ' d  put that in there with 
it . Then yo ' would wrap that - yo ' would fold it in - fold it  to yo ' - fold it 
in , s ee , an ' wrap it up tight . An' yo ' would take a raw cord s tring , like this 
white cord that comes round laundry mostly , a cotton s tring , an ' yo ' would dip 
that cotton s tring into oil of b ergamine [bergamot ]  an ' wrap dis in it - j es '  
wrap it as tight as yo ' could draw it without breakin ' the s tring . An '  yo ' would 
wear that in a secret pocket . Mos t  peop le use a small key-ring on a little bitty 
tight small billfold , j es '  somethin ' that won ' t  make a large lump , an ' they wear 
that in their pocket . But in wrappin ' it yo ' d  draw it as tight as yo ' can .  An '  
that person is whut chew call tied t o  yo ' .  See . 

Then , to run a person crazy with their hair , yo ' bury their hair into whut 
chew call a hackb erry tree , in a hackberry tree . Yeah , yo ' see , yo ' go there 
an ' yo ' take a axe an ' cut a plug out an ' yo ' take this hair , nuthin with it , 
an ' yo ' puts that plug back in that tree an ' nobody will nevah know that plug 
has b een taken outa the tree , or anything lak that , or pull it  open . If  they 
don ' t do it migh ty quick , that person will lose their mind - run ' em crazy 
through their hair s topped up in that tree . 

[Human hair can b e  buried in any type of tree with the s ame result . Hackberry 
may b e  named here because I have never seen this tree , excep t a small one , that 
was not partially covered by witches ' broom - caused by a mite followed by a 
fungus . ]  

Now ,  about makin ' their kidneys was te . Yo ' take an ' throw nine buckets of 
watah out in front of yore house . But dat person would have tub be , or maybe 
would come into yore home . Yo ' couldn ' t  git to ' em  no o thah way , see . Throw 
dem nine bucktes of watah out in front , an '  nine to de  s ide of each s ide an ' 
nine at de back do ' , an ' then when yo ' git ready tub make them was te , yo ' s tan '  
right in the center of  yore flo ' with a gallon of watah an ' yo '  put in this gal
lon of watah , two tab lespoonsful of blueing , two tab lespoons of whiskey , an ' two 
tablespoons of turpentine . Yo ' take dis bucket , regardless if it  wets yo ' , an ' 
put it on yore shoulder an ' pour that watah in a s tream [down your back ] an ' 
says ,  "Pass dis person ' s  kidneys as fas t as this s tream runs . " An '  they watah 
will j es ' po ' an ' po ' - j es ' worse then anybody with kidney troub le .  

(Now , when you pour this water , j ust  let  it run down your b ack? ) 
Jes ' let it run on down . I f  it wets yo ' - it may not wet no further den yore 

heels , or maybe de tail of yore dres s . Let it  sp lash right in de midd le of de 
flo ' . Ah don ' t care where they are , if they are s tandin ' in de President ' s  
house , they watah will po ' j es '  like that . When that time comes fo ' that watah 
tub pass , it ' ll pass anywhere - on the s treet , anywheres , it  wilL pass . 

(Will that affect them in any way � will it hurt them? ) 
' 

Yes , anybody ' s  b ladder or kidney po ' that much watah , it will weaken them 
down to where it won ' t  be  any watah in dey body . They can ' t drink enough watah 
to pass  watah that way . 

(Well , will it make them sick or kill them or anything like that? ) 
I t  will kill them . 
Whut yo ' ktn do with chambeP lye .  To keep a person at home , yo ' s crub yore 

po ' ch with the chambeP lye .  That ' s  fo ' a woman ' s  husban ' tub keep him at home , 
s crub yore po ' ch with chambeP lye an ' lime an ' sugah [ three ingredients ] - that ' s  
tub keep a man at home . See , when he comes ovah that he ' s  into it all de time . 

Den when yo ' s tart tub wash his clothes , aftah yo ' ve washed his socks an ' 
rinsed ' em fo ' the line , yo ' pee in de washpan an ' rinse his socks , always in 
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yore chamber lye . That  keeps him at  home . 

101 7  

Then t o  have a man that ' s  ap t t o  be crazy about chew - ah know d i s  tub be a 
fact fo ' people have used dis . Yo ' take a portion of his chamber lye - not 
yours - a woman the same - an ' yo ' put it  into a halfa pint bottle , an ' yo ' put 
two tab lespoons fulla sugah in there , an ' yo ' shake it up fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
bury it  undah de steps . He will  nevah leave yo ' .  
' - To break up a man an ' his wife at home , yo ' use anvi l dus t , an ' this man an ' 

woman ' s  name , an ' yo ' burn it  on the dark of the moon . I t  will  take two dark 
moons to do it . The firs t dark moon will put him on confusion and the second 
dark moon will break him up . Yo ' use this b lack anvi l dus t .  

(Jus t how do you do  that ? )  
Well , yo ' burn it on a tray . Yo ' have somethin ' similar to a silver tray or 

tin tray or somethin ' -like dat won ' t burn . Yo ' see people us in ' incense trays 
in de bathroom , if yo ' have a bathroom .  Yo ' burn it  on the top of somethin ' like 
that . Co ' se you have tub have it large enough . An ' then yo ' s tir it , see , until 
it  burns . Mos t  people use a black kittle . If ah had a j ob an ' ah wus goin ' do 
it , ah would take a little black kittle about so high [demons trates ] yo ' git  ' em ,  
an ' they are made on racks [ tripods ] j es '  like a camp fiah . An ' that kittle is 
about that round [demons trates ] .  Yo ' put this s tuff in there an ' yo ' s tir it 
wi th a s t i ck ,  see . An ' as yo ' s tir it , yo ' say whut chew wanta happen , �, 
"Break dis home . " [For George Jackson sing ing while boiling roots , see p . 9 14 , 
line 4 from bottom of page . ]  An ' yo ' do that ever ' othah nigh t until  de moon 
g its light . [ Skipping magic . ]  Den yo ' s top . But that home will  be  in confu
sion . An '  then on the next dark yo ' s tart right agin fo ' every night an ' the 
ninth night of the dark moon it ' s  ovah . They nevah will  go  back togethah �es s 
they get someb ody tub put ' em back tgge ther. 

Yo ' kin take a person ' s shoe that they wear - yo ' can ' t take a shoe that they 
haven ' t  been wearin ' like they ' ve got new shoes , but a shoe that they have wore . 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoe an ' bury it in de ground fo ' feet deep an ' then tie 
fo ' s tring around yore wais t an ' wear those fo ' s trings fo ' nine days . Take 
those fo ' s tring around yore wais t  an ' put them in a bottle an ' in that bottle 
yo ' put whut is called luck oi l .  An ' yo ' take that bottle with those fo ' s trings 
in it  an ' keep it , an ' that person will die , if they are fortunate - like if they 
are rich , wealthy people somebody like that , an ' yo ' ll git  their fortune . In a 
way o f  speakin ' , yo ' pu l l  up by their spirit - it goes up an ' they ' ll come down 
to make them lose out . 

(You don ' t do anything after you bury the shoe , j us t  leave it there? )  
Yes , leave that shoe there . Bury i t  bottom upwards , either shoe . 
Yo ' kin take a man ' s  sock an ' put it  the toe of his sock nine needles an ' nine 

pins ,  brand-new needles an ' brand-new pins , an ' put ' em in de toe of his sock .  
An ' yo ' put with them there , whut i s  called dragon ' s  blood - that ' s  suppos ed tub 
b e  a spirit .  Yo ' put that dragon ' s  blood an ' lump incense in there , in that left 
sock . Then yo ' take yore chamber lye an ' po ' it  on that sock fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
That supposed to keep the man home an ' keep his mind home . 

(What do you do wi th that sock? ) 
Bury it  undah yore s teps - j es '  as yo ' would that chamber lye in the bottle , 

yo � bury that sock undah yore steps . 
And a woman ' s stocking the same way . 
Dey kin be  put blind wi th snake dus t . Dey take de sweatband of they hat - if 

the band is ins ide that hat an ' yo ' want to , yo ' put snake dus t  ins ide that band 
an ' it will  b lind them . If yo ' take it out they ' ll go b lind - if yo ' take it out 
an ' dress it an ' bury it , they will g o  blind and die . But tub leave them blind 
in de s treet , yo ' put that snake dus t around inside that sweatband an ' they ' ll go 
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b lind . 
Yes , ah heard they take a woman ' s  drawers .  Git a p iece out of the seat of 

her drawers dat she wear , an ' yo ' kinda build that into something yo ' wears j es '  
as yo ' would a p iece - wear that piece j es '  like yo ' would that hair , but that 
piece is part of whut is next to her . 

[ Someone ] tied him up an ' h e  can ' t do any business or anything like that . He 
would have tuh take a bath in a certain way , that would take i t  off him.  He 
would have tuh use whut is called a j imson weed - bath himself with that but 
that wouldn ' t probab ly cure him but git some of it of f [ impotence cure ] . He 
could use saltpeter with i t . 

I f  a woman yo ' triaked j es '  where yo ' has to come home to her an ' sh e  use yo ' 
fo ' her convenience an ' she kin do anything to yo ' she wanta do , an ' yo ' take 
it - yo ' d  have tuh go tuh the rivah . Yo ' d  have tuh go to th e rivah f o ' nine 
mawnin ' s  b efo ' sun-up an ' wash yore face in the rivah , an ' not dry it fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s ,  an ' then yore eyes would come open to the condition whereby the rivah 
carryin ' it off . She would know that there ' s  somethin ' the matter with yo ' an ' 
then she would leave herse lf . There wouldn ' t nobody do anything to her , to know 
j es '  whut has happened . She would leave . She couldn ' t s tand i t . 

(And that would take off the triak ? )  
Dat will take it off . 
Go to a willow tree , if anyb ody is  swo le up [ due ] to a condi tion of b ein '  

poisoned, yo ' would go t o  a weepin ' willow bushes . Yo ' d  cut ' em  right at de 
bush - don ' t git de switch [but]  anywhere i t ' s  a bush to i t .  Jes ' clip that end 
off  until yo ' gi t  twelve . An ' yo ' take those twelve ends an ' bring ' em  home an ' 
put ' em  into a pot , if  that ' s  swellin ' , an ' if  yore turnt b lack f rom that swell
ing , or mayb e yore turnt a dark co lor from that swellin ' , yo ' wi ll put in there 
some ammonia . Yo ' put some ammonia in that weepin '  willow an ' then af tah yo ' ve 
had nine baths in that weepin ' willow , yo ' b e  rubb ed down f o ' nine days in pure 
olive oil an ' oil of cinnamon . It  leaves b efo ' nine days - de swellin ' wi ll b e  
gone , but yo ' supposed tuh use olive o i l  b ehin ' the swellin ' .  Then yo ' would 
take each mawnin ' two tab lespoons fulla olive oil an ' two tab lesp oons fulla lemon 
j uice together if yo ' carried de poison through yore sys t em .  O live o i l  heals up 
where any swellin ' is - yore les s sore ins ide de swellin ' .  

(You take nine baths every day for nine days , then you f o llow i t  with nine 
olive oil baths , rubdowns . You take the baths for nine days down ,  too ? )  

Yeah , yo ' bathe down too . Yo ' see , yo ' take yore bath f o ' nine days of that 
weep in '  willow .  

When ah want someone tuh dry up , or tuh hurt them ,  yo ' go to a tree an ' git  a 
tree that ' s  withered all up , dryin ' up . Yo ' don ' t know the cause of the tree 
dryin 1 up but chure not supposed tuh know how come the tree is witherin ' up yo ' 
self tuh do this . Yo ' j es '  gi t  the witherin ' tree that ' s  dyin ' , an ' yo ' cut a 
branch offa that tree , see . An '  yo ' want that person - whatevah limb yo ' want 
that person tuh lose when yo ' cut this branch offa this tree , yo ' mention de limb 
that chew want 1 em tuh lose , if i t ' s  the right laig or the righ t arm . I t  won ' t  
work on they haid ; i t ' ll work on a limb , yore arm or yore laig . An ' then yo ' 
bury this withered tree wit some of this person ' s  underwear . Until i t ' s  f ound , 
why they ' ll wi ther away or lose dere laig or lose they arm , whichevah yo ' say ,  
an ' they ' ll b@  ling erin ' from i t . Co ' se if yo ' don ' t want ' em  tuh die like that 
or lose their laig or arm , yo ' would say ,  "Let ' em  wither as  dis tree wi thers . "  
But chew would have tuh read de 70th Psalms tuh do that work . De 70th P salms 
will dry that person up , j es '  wither him up . De 70 th Psalms will dry yo ' up j es '  
like a herrin ' - yo ' see , a dry herrin ' . Yo ' read de 70th Psalms on anyone an ' 
it will dry ' em  up . 
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(What do you hear them say ab out goofer dust - what is it supposed to be? ) 
[ I  am repeating a ques tion asked at the f irs t interview . ] 

Goo[er dus t is nuthin but anvi l dust .  Anvi l dust wi ll work any trick , an '  
that ' s  goofer dust .  Dey have a new way of  callin ' it , de Rosicrucians do . We 
don ' t  call it goo[er dus t ,  we call it  anvi l dust . Dat ' s  de  s ame as de goofer 
dus t ,  it ' s  de  s ame thing . I t ' ll work tricks in every way . J es ' what evah yo ' 
wanta do that goofer dust does it , but it ' s  called anvi l dust now . We don ' t use 
the name of goofer dus t .  Dey don ' t ' low us tub say hoodoo , or we are not allowed 
to say goofer dus t .  Thing s like dat , i f  it ' s  spiritualism o r  what evah yo ' rep
res enting , not tub s ay it  in the way of  that form .  

T o  cut o f f  anybody ' s  trade , yo ' buy a brand-new pair of  s cis s ors an ' yo ' � 
' em  open like that , j es '  like yo ' goin ' cut right in f ront of that do ' - cut off 
everything an ' ever ' body from the hous e ,  j es '  a brand-new s ciss ors . Don ' t bury 
' em wit de points goin ' to de s treet [she means to the hous e ] , bury ,.em wit de 
points comin ' out . 

What ah tell yo ' like our bus ines s now - when we in California we have tub buy 
all our formula . We buy everything we know , they don ' t  give us nuthin .  We go 
there an ' we have f ive , six , s even , eight-hundred do llahs . Yo '  leave there yo ' 
broke , becaus e yo ' has tub buy whut chew g it . Yo ' unders tan ' . An ' some formulas 
dey won ' t let chew have undah a hundred dollahs , b ecause heah ' s  de why . I t ' s  
everlas ting ly used an ' it ' s  always someb ody goin ' tub need j oo an ' they are high 
with it . 

(They are always giving out new formulas ? )  
An ' they gets new formulas each month , an ' anytime ah write in ah gits some

thin ' new , an ' yo ' suppos ed tub ,  when yo ' write in fo ' it , yo ' supposed tub have 
somewhere tub try it , an ' it ' s  guaranteed no t tub f ail . S ee ,  if it does f ail 
yore entit led to yore money back ,  but it  doesn ' t  f ai l .  They nevah refund any
thing becaus e it doesn ' t  f ail . 

(When they s end this material to you , do they s end i t  through the mail? ) 
No , yo ' have tub go . 
Ah g o  once a yeah . Ah don ' t  be ab le tub g o  b u t  once a yeah fo ' ah have a 

large family tub supp ort - an ' yo ' take in yore work , now , yo ' goin ' git  chure 
money . Ah have tub work part of it , when peop le don ' t pay yo ' .  People don ' t pay 
�· They git everything fo ' nuthin - git all they kin git  f o ' nuthin . But when 
ah go  tub California , ah can ' t go there if  ah haven ' t  got f ive or s ix-hundred 
dollahs - no need tub go . 

Fo ' tub gamb le ,  yo ' usually has High John de Conker root an ' devil-shoes tring 
an ' lodes tone , magnetic [ s and ] an ' dragon 's teeth - that ' s  a hand fo ' gamblin ' . 
Yo '  bui ld dis hand in shammy .  An '  it ' s  rb>essed wi t whut i s  called lopaz . I t ' s  
a oil . All of  that s tuff , it ' s  made by the Hindu people - i t  comes f rom acros s 
the country . Yo ' know , mos t  of  the luck oi ls an ' things are made by thos e Hindu 
people . They unders tand it - has analy zed it down to a point where it ' s  luck . 
Co ' se yo ' kin order thos e  things - an ' some thing s yo ' have tub git out of  
California . 

[Madam Collins probab ly b elieves what she has j us t s aid , but little or no thing 
in hoodoo is made by Hindu peop le ; Hindu being exo tic atmosphere and adver tis ing 
by �oodoo merchants - like the turban worn by some doctors , spiri tualists , and 
others . ]  

Yo '  take an ' bury it undah the do ' s tep . Yo '  git  inside of  the hous e .  An ' 
yo ' know it be ' s  a piece on the ins ide like that . 

( Ins ide the door - acros s the door? )  
That ' s  right , yo ' take that piece [door s add le] up an ' yo ' bury a new box of 

s alt under there , op ened , an ' a new box of red peppah , an ' po ' on that red pepp ah 
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an ' salt - yo ' po ' on that , oil �f magnesia . [ Some saddles cover a wide crack . ] 
Nobody kin nevah s tay in that hous e .  If they move in there , they can ' t s tay a 
week . 

If yo ' wanta git  a j ob - tuh git a j ob yo ' would read the 35th chapter of  the 
Psalms daily fo ' nine mawnin ' s  [before ] goin ' fo ' labor , an ' yo ' would carry in 
yore pocket a High John de ConkeP POot , dPessed with holy oi l on yore face - � 
would dpess yore face with ho ly oi l .  I t  doesn ' t harm the skin or anything like 
that . 

If a man is a heavy drinker an ' he loves tuh drink - if yo ' can ' t git  to his 
whiskey an ' seal it  back up - put cigarette ashes in it  an ' s train it clean out 
an ' let it ' solve . Cigarette ashes are hard tuh dissolve . But if yo ' could an ' 
he ' s  a hard whiskey drinker , an ' yo ' wanta s top him from drinkin ' , if he ' s  at  
home drinkin ' ,  yo ' would light chure cigarette ashes - smoke yore cigarette an ' 
let it burn . If  yo ' kin git that  much ashes on yore cigarette an ' knock i t  into 
his glass of whiskey an ' he drink it , he nevah will drink anothah drop of liquor . 
It ' ll make him so sick that it will take the tas te of whiskey from him .  

That i s  known as a knockout �op .  
This s ilver tray is us ed to draw s omethin '  to yo ' . Yo ' use this silver tray 

tuh write the names of yore best  people on an ' yore bus iness . Jes ' like yo ' has 
a bus iness ,  an ' yo ' have some peop le come to yo ' an ' they would offer yo ' maybe 
$150 - yore best  peop le ,  an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  wanta los e those peop le ,  yo ' would buy 
a s terling s ilver tray . An ' yo ' would git  a good knife with a s teel blade - yo ' 
wouldn ' t  want a tin-blade knife - an ' yo ' would take that knife , or anything 
s teel that would cut , an ' yo ' would cut the initials of those people on there . 
Aftah yo ' wrote those peop le on that tray bes ides that  prayer , they wouldn ' t  be 
susp icious , s ee .  

(The Lord ' s  Prayer . )  
Yes . Then yo ' would hang that tray up in yore room wit de face to the wall , 

as a secret . See . 
An ' every mawnin ' when yo ' felt like it , or  wants dem , or whatevah yo ' want , 

yo ' would go to de tree an ' call dose people , "Ah want chew at mah office on 
sech-an ' -sech-a day , Mr . Newberg , or Mr . [ Something ? ] . " Then aftah yo ' did that , 
those people will always come to yo ' ,  fo ' yo ' have ' em on silver , an ' money is 
whut they will receive and yo ' will receive money . They will be  comin ' to yo ' 
[ to help them] to bring their money . And those  peop le are to hold [make ] yore 
trade . An ' that tray could not be used fo ' anything els e and it ' s  not suppos ed 
to be touched by any other person but yo ' .  You are not supposed tuh touch that 
tray if  yo ' ve been eatin ' anything salty , salty peanuts or anything like that -
yo ' are not supposed to touch that tray with any salt whatevah . 

Yo ' could take Red Seal Lye an ' take the top off the box an ' like if people 
comin ' into yore house with evil spirits , to hinder yore progress , an ' dis like 
yo ' where yo ' goin ' up in de world - yo ' take that box of  lye an ' yo ' pull the 
top out of  it an ' dig a hole in the ground an ' set  it up underneath of yore 
steps . An ' don ' t  cover it  all de way up , leave the top out , where someone , � 
know , could s ee in the box .  An ' the lye could be  there - it  would be  under the 
s teps - but they wouldn ' t  know whut it wus because from time tuh time dus t would 
fly off of i t .an ' that lye would molt away j es ' as though it has been taken out 
de box . An ' it ' s  supposed tuh ketch all evil spirits . That work is done under 
the s ign of Jupiter - de month yo ' know when s omebody is born . Yo ' born undah 
different s tars an ' different s igns . That ' s  done under the s ign of Jupiter . 
Yo ' d  have tuh ketch the s tars an ' the s ign right so as tuh put the lye right . 
Then yo ' would ketch all evil  spirits that supposed tuh come in yore hous e . 
That ' s  mos tly the people who work by the spirits an ' has spirits to wait on them . 
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Jes ' like yo ' d wanta call a spirit to wai t on yo '  - an ' it ' s  a fact tha t yo ' can 
have spirits to work fo ' yo ' .  

An '  to keep evil spirits from comin ' in tuh over-rule the good spirits , yo ' d  
have tuh us e tha t undah yore s teps . 

[ I  heard ] some thin ' ab out takin ' a axe an ' drivin ' i t  in de ground tuh cut off 
evil spirits from yore house . Ah ' ve nevah tried that tuh be true . [This axe 
rite also pro tects a hous e during a s torm - s ee FACI , 2ed . , p . 32 .  Similarly , an 
unrestful 1 1  spirit always rides on the cres t of  a s torm , 1 1  2ed . , p .  7 1 7 . ] 

Dey said dey take a f i le - dis is a eight-inch f ile , No . 8 f ile - an ' put on 
there the dates of yeahs tha t yo ' an ' a person has b een married , if yo ' wanta git  
away from that person without any troub le .  An '  yo ' take this f ile to the back of 
yore house an ' call that man ' s  spirit an ' tell him which way tuh g o an ' drive dat 
f i le down in de ground , p lumb down till yo ' - yo ' see yo ' don ' t dig no hole , yo ' 
j es '  continue drivin ' i t  in de ground . An '  in nine days , yo ' know he ' ll j es '  do  
any way yo ' want him tuh do - he walk off an ' he won ' t bother yo ' • 

Git the drawers that she wearin ' durin ' her pregnancy an ' tear those drawers 
in two . Ketch it in the seat an ' pull ' em  in two this way - don ' t tear ' em ,  pull 
' em in two . Ketch ' em  in heah an ' pull ' em  apart . [ She demons trated with imag 
inary d rawers . ]  An ' af tah yo ' pull ' em  apart , if yo ' can ' t g i t  tuh bury ' em  
undah a house , j es '  throw ' em undah her house . She ' ll have a hard time with her 
lab or .  

Go to a ants an ' - g i t  a b ig bed of ants where they ' ve made their own sandpile 
[ ant mound ] an ' yo ' ll git tha t ants nes t , if yo ' wanted something tuh make yo ' 

move , an ' yo ' ll carry that ants nes t eggs an ' all , if yo ' kin git them , an '  put 
' em in a box .  Then take yo ' a tin b ox like a bakin ' powder can an ' s coop ' em up 
in there , eggs an ' all , an ' carry that ant nes t on to wherevah yo ' wanta go an ' 
want that person tuh move . An ' yo ' git  inside of that hous e at that person ' s  
time when he ' s  not leas t expectin ' yo ' .  Yo ' throw that undah his b ed if you can . 
That will make him move . An '  if yo ' can ' t throw tha t undah de bed , yo ' throw it 
anywhere in de house where they kin step in it , or  any way like that , an ' they ' ll 
have tuh move . Eithah yo ' kin git  i t  an ' put i t  in their shoes , or yo ' kin put 
it  in their pant ' s  pocket , anywhere that yo ' kin git it clos e enough to ' em -
that ant nes t , they ' ll have tuh move . 

(This las t , 1 5 3 8 , is  Miss [Mrs . ] Collins . We have another p erson coming in , 
so Miss Co llins-stOpp ed for a moment and I ' ll talk to her again la ter in the 
day . )  

[Madam Collins now b eg ins the second part of my second interview with her . ] 
Take de candle an ' aspirin an ' sugah an ' p erfume . Yo ' g i t  a large white 

candle . Yo ' see dem ' b out like dat [ demons trates ] ,  de height of ' em .  
(How thick are they? ) 
Dey ' b out  b ig around as a half dollah or a quar ter . Ah know dey larg er round 

den a quarter . 
( Six or seven inches long? ) 
Yes . An ' that candle is suppos ed tuh b e  burnt with sugah an ' p erfume . An '  

yo ' burn that candle with that aspirin . Yo ' break the aspirin in two an ' lie i t  
o n  top o f  the candle , each side , an ' yo ' light i t . An ' yo ' put this candle to 
work with this  sugah an ' aspirin . Tha t candle is used tuh bus t up ,  separate de 
parties . That candle is ab ou t tha t high . Yo ' see , those shor t ones like that , 
wit a b lack an ' whi t e  wick [ an unusual wick ] . 

(You put this aspirin on each s ide of the wick , and then sprinkle the sugar on 
there , and af ter the candle ' s  been lit , you drop . )  

Ah git a perfume in a lit t le g lass vial and yo ' have tuh break the vial . Yo ' 
seen that kind ah 'mag ine , an ' yo ' use that tuh bus t up . 
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[This glass bot tle of the time , usually cos t ing ten cents , was very small . 
Af ter the p erfume was poured out , the bot tle was smashed . ]  

An ' tuh bring ' em  togethah yo ' don ' t  use the aspirin , yo ' use whut is called 
Valentine Incense ,  to bring ' em  togethah , but wit de same white candle , sugah 
an ' perfume - Valentine Incense . 

That is  supposed tub make yo ' move - yo ' use a dirt daub er ' s  nest . Yo ' take 
de  cores on the ins ide - dere be ' s  some little white somethin ' or othah in dere -
an ' yo ' take the s ide of  this dirt dauber nes t an ' break i t  up , an ' git  those 
ins ide worms out , an ' beat the dus t  into a powder an ' mix with this dus t whut is 
called WaP watah , an ' yo ' sprinkle this WaP watah . Yo ' shakes this dirt dauber 
nes t an ' those li t t le white things all up in there together , an ' yo ' shake it to 
de house j es '  like it ' s  peppah an '  s alt . Yo ' shake i t  into their hous e if they 
ab sent , j es '  whoevah yo ' want tub move . An ' that makes that  person move . 

WaP watah will start confusion in any business , like some are in a bus ines s 
together or have a factory together , an ' yo ' wanta bus t that bus ines s up an ' have 
a competit ion agains t that busines s an ' put someb ody in there that chew want . 
Yo ' take WaP watah an ' bus t them apart . Yo ' writes the name of those people -
any one of  those nine men , or how many mens in that stock ,  or who yo ' wanta bus t  
up out a i t . The man that chew wanta bus t up outa i t , yo ' write his name wi th red 
ink ; the res t of ' em that chew wanta keep in there , yo ' write with an indelib le 
pencil . Yo ' put this WaP watah on to the stove an ' yo ' tear these names apart in 
there an ' yo ' boil it down to where it ' s  j es '  be dry as rice - de papah j es '  dry 
enough almos t  tub burn .  Then yo ' burn this in an open fiah wi t brims tone . That 
bus tses the bus iness , tears de bus iness . [This may be  my only example of bo iling 
WaP wateP. ] 

(Af ter you get this sediment of this thing , then you burn it ; that ' s  to  burn 
with the brims tone in the fire? ) 

Yes , in de fiah , an ' open fiah . 
Anothah thing ab out WaP watah , one thing is tub draw good an ' evil spiri ts , 

becaus e they linger round where watah is , most  spirits . Because everyb ody dat 
dies - �' de drunkard an ' not everybody dat dies doesn ' t  love j es '  watah . But 
mos t spirits ling er round where watah is . 

An ' yo ' go to dat spring on de twelf th day of  May an ' yo ' kin git  a mess age 
through tub mos t any spirit in de spirits ' land , an ' yo ' ll be  ab le tub develo£ 
if they have a hidden treasure or any j ewelry or anything , they will talk to yo ' 
an ' tell yo ' ab out where it ' s  at an ' how tub git it . 

(Do you do any hidden-treasure work? ) 
Yessuh . 
[ I  did no t pursue the subj ect meaning that  her attitude or something said 

while the machine was turned off showed she had little or no practical experience 
in this vas t and often tricky field . Her rite of May 1 2  was new - see SP IRITS 
GUARD BURIED TREASURE , pp . lll-13 5 . ] 

Ah know ab out de eel . Yo ' take de skin of an ' eel an ' - yo ' take the eelskin , 
that ' s  used f o '  tub make luck wi th . Yo ' git  the eel an ' yo ' skin him an ' yo ' dry 
the skin . Yo ' skin the eel alive . I f  yo ' kin while he ' s  alive , j es '  hang a hook 
in him an ' hang him up an ' skin him while he ' s  live an ' git that skin . Yo ' take 
that eelskin an ' dry i t  an ' yo ' break it into p ieces an ' yo ' git  whut is known as 
s tee l dus t . • I t  bui ldS a moojoo fo ' all successes , eelskin an ' s tee l dust to
gether - wit no John dB ConkeP , no magnetic sand or anything like that , j es '  
s tee l dust an ' de eelskin . Dat ' s  tub b e  carried in flannel , not red flannel but 
solid white flannel . Oncet each yeah yo ' use whut is called holy oi l on i t  -
oncet each yeah . 

Yo ' want that formula? Well , now , dis for.mula fo ' baths - yo ' know ah wus 
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talkin ' ' b out de man wit de leprosy , any disease dat will peel de skin . S ometime 
dey say that it ' s  pellagra dat peels de skin an ' then ag in it ' s  th is spotted 
diseas e ,  any spotty disease , or b light , or Bright ' s  disease , an ' things like 
dat , whut turns yore color an ' makes yo ' dark . I f yo ' re ligh t , it will turn 
yo ' black , an ' like that . 

Now , th is disease - to make a bath fo ' this disease yo ' use one quart of new 
wine , one ounce an ' a half box of mustard , which they pay 20¢ fo ' it - new wine 
an1 mus tard . Yo ' stir in this new wine an ' mustard together until it has come to 
a [ something ? ] .  Yo ' put in that new wine an ' mus tard one quart of rain watah . 
Then yo ' g it one quart of  any boilin '  watah out of that wh ich will make yo ' have 
a gallon . Yo ' take one quart each day fo ' foah days an ' bathe in it an ' dat will 
kill it . On de fo ' th day yo ' stir one tab lespoonful of dry mustard together , one 
tab lespoonful of  sugah , an ' a pint of sweet milk , an ' g ive it to  that pat ient . 
I t  goes through the bowels an ' carries it [d isease ] out this way . 

With the colored peop le we do de work b efo ' we git  the money , AN ' IF AH ' D  TELL 
YO ' ,  YO ' WOULDN ' T  BELIEVE THAT WE CAN ' T HARDLY COLLECT OUR MONEY FROM ' MONG DE 
WHITE PEOPLE . 

(Well , I thought you made them pay so much down to beg in with? ) 
Yo ' supposed tub do it . Dey don ' t  have it . Dey claim they don ' t  have it . 

Yo ' make yore money from b ig firms , b ig operators - like dese producers an ' 
things like dat b elieve in th is work an ' dey can ' t  g i t  to a man like yo '  in some 
b i g  city [ I l l ] ,  they come to some of us wh ich they th ink an ' heard is de best . 
Then we do dere work an ' no doub t they g ive yo ' $50  or $ 60 .  Well , that don ' t 
even comp ly with yore work but it ' s  all yo ' kin git out of them . 

(Who are the best  peop le in Memphis ,  in th is line of work? ) 
De best line of people heah is supposed tub b e  Profes sor Warren an ' mahself , 

an ' it wus an ole lady heah an ' she ' s  daid now . But it ' s  plenty ahmateurs that 
ch ew kin take record of [ this does not mean she knew I was recording the voice ] .  
The people that really the best in th is town is supposed tub b e  Professor Warren , 
mahself an ' Madam Ward . 

(Do you rememb er an old lady Dyer? Where d id she live? ) 
Ca ' line Dyer ? She ' s  daid . She used tub b e  in Newport News . [ She knew her 

name was Caroline , so did I . ] 
(Virginia? ) 
Yes , she lef t Newport , Arkansas , fo ' Newport News . She came b ack tub Newport , 

Arkans as , an ' died there . 
(But she always lived in Newport , Arkansas , I ' ve heard so much ab out her . ) 
Yes , she wus great . She wus a great spiritualis t .  
[ Somewhere I have a s tory ab out Caro line Dyer but I am unab le to find it at 

the moment . Doator Buzzard of Norfolk , Va . , in his int erview says that there 
are only three persons greater than he in his profes s ion ;  one of them b eing 
"Aunt Caroline Dyer • • •  in Alg iers " - "ruling queen of our class . " ]  

(Well , who was the person here some years ago - that was pretty good here in 
Memph is - that was quite famous ab out f ifteen or twenty years ago? )  

A white woman? 
(Well , what was her name? Perhaps I could rememb er it ? )  
No , ah dunno - ah guess yo ' wouldn ' t .  

•(Mrs . Clara MacNeal? ) 
Clara MacNeal . 
( She was a white woman . ) 
She wus a white woman . Dey called her Mothah , colored an ' wh ite called her 

Mothe r. 
[My final comment after Madam Collins lef t . ]  (End of  Mrs .  Collins - again . 
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She was 153 8 . ) 
[ Somewhere I have her profess ional card . ] 

A DOCTOR AT EASE 

EVER ' BODY TELL YO ' AH DO DEBE THINGS 
DE MAN WHO LIVES IN DIS HOUSE KIN TELL YO ' 

ALL DEM LISTEN TO ME 
AH KNOW WHAT A H 'M DOIN ' 

AH AIN 'T TELLIN ' YO ' WHAT AH HEARD 
AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' WHAT AH KIN DO 

AH KIN TELL YO ' HOW YO ' DO DAT 
YO ' AST ME AN ' YO ' PAYIN ' FO ' IT 

YO ' TRY IN ' TUH LEARN "TRICKS" 
AN ' TUH DO "TRICKS" 

AN ' JES ' AS EASY AS 
YO ' TRY IN ' TUH FIND DIS INFORMATION 

GOD IS EVEN IN DE MIDDLE OF DE EARTH 
AN ' HE WORKS IN A TERRIBLY WONDERFUL FORM 

HE WORKS� HE 'P ME TO HE 'P YO ' 
ALL JES ' COMIN ' TOGETHER BY DE HE 'P OF GOD 

FLORENCE ,  SOUTH CAROLINA 

[I  agree with what my informant says in the firs t quotation of the title : 
1 1Ah know what ah ' m  doin ' . "  He knew what he was doing when h e  came for an inter
view - having inves tigated me secretly beforehand . His opinion of me I also 
like : I am t�in' - t�in' tuh learn - and I am doing it jes' as easy as. 
That word easy used by some Negr oes defies definition - i t  has a mys tical 
quality , it  is a soul term .  He admires and approves o f  whatever I was doing 
in Florence . Since I consider his easy comp limentary , I return the comp liment 
by calling him a doatoP at �SE. I also  like and agree with his las t quotation , 
that God is helping him so that he could help me . No wonder b oth of us are 
EASY . His material is on cylinders C644 : 2-C655 : 2  = 2225-2236 . ]  

When ah gain ' tuh gamb lin ' , ah ' ll g i t  m e  a red onion , ah ' ll git m e  s tick-pins 
an ' ah git me - an ' sulphur . Ah take me a pencil an ' ah make me nine holes -
lis ten good now - in dat onion , roun ' an ' roun ' . An ' ah take dat sulphur an ' a 
b ran ' -new pocketknife  an ' take dat  b ran ' -new pocketknife an ' take dat  sulphur an '  
pack hole by �ole , an ' take dat pencil an ' push it  down till ah pack i t  tight . 
Den ah take me five pins an ' ah make a row roun ' i t - j es '  lak yo ' makin ' a roun ' 
hole or somep in . Den dey ' ll call - j es '  lak if ah wanta b ring dis gamb lin ' to 
a close ,  ah ' ll git dem pins an ' make mah wish mayb e fo ' yo ' fo ' aPossin' me in 
luck , or any man who ah desires tuh row ' em ,  woman or man , until ah git  some
wheres - mayb e 18 or 19 pins in dere . Well , dat 19 persons s trong in mah war 
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tuh he ' p  me outa mah troub le . An ' den when ah kin git through packin ' dat in 
dere an ' stick dem pins in dere , den ah take it  an ' ah wrahp it up in a piece of 
papah an ' stick it in mah lef t pocket . An '  when ah go tuh dat game ah make mah 
wish an ' s tick dat - ah bear down on dem pins till de bot tom pin come into de 
top ,  s tick j es '  somewhere on top of dem pins an ' bear down on ' em ,  push it in de 
middle of mah han ' an ' make mah wish . An' ah ' m  goin ' an ' put it in mah pocket . 
Den ah go  on den an ' gits me a b o t t le of Hearts Cologne - lis ten good now - git 
me some Eve-an ' -Adam , Solomon ' s-seal [ any plant of genus Po lygonatum ] ,  buckroot 
an ' some devi l ' s-shoes tring - three piece of each kin ' . 

(What was that now? ) 
Eve-an ' -Adam ,  S olomon ' s-seal - dat ' s  a root - buckroot ;  git de standin ' one 

now, not de runnin ' one . De runnin ' one will run a person off  fo '  yo ' . 
Now , yo '  takes dis  s tandin ' buckroot an ' yo '  cuts three piece off  hit , an ' yo '  

take it  an ' yo '  pu t it  in a lit tle bot tle ab out dat high , yo '  see , an ' put dem 
Eve-an ' -Adam in dere . I f  yo '  wanta see if it ' s  a man an ' woman , put ' em into 
some watah in a tumb ler an ' have it  ' b out dat much - j es '  ' b out dat much full 
[demons trates ] ,  an ' de man an ' woman will go to de bottom ,  an ' de man will come 
to de top , j es '  lak yore doin ' yo '  - yo '  know whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' b out - j es '  lak 
if yo '  gwine wi t a woman , yo ' know , a man supposed tuh be  on de top .  Well , dat 
whut ah tellin ' yo '  now , yo '  see . See , den dat woman will go  tuh de bottom an ' 
de man come on top .  Den yo '  know yo ' got ' em a couple [male and female ] .  

[ For the identity of this root , see ADAM-AND-EVE , p . 419 . Two of the corms 
s trung toge ther are separately broken off  and dropped into water for the s ink
or-swim tes t to determine sex - a divination rite . ]  

Den yo ' name ' em ,  see . Say ,  "Well , ah name yo ' [male corm ] aftah me . "  Yo ' 
see . Den yo '  take dat an ' yo '  po '  dat Hearts Co logne on dere . Lis ten at me good 
now . Put it in yore han ' an ' [while rubb ing i t ]  yo '  make yore wish . Yo ' say , 
"BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD , ah ' pect tuh bring dis money - BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD , an ' bring 
dat luck too . "  Den rub again , den yo '  make yore wish cross yore haid de same 
way, den when yo ' make yore wish , dress yo ' self down wit yore han ' lak dat [by 
rubb ing ] .  Den yo ' go on . 

(What are you us ing that for? ) 
Fo ' gamblin ' - bringin '  all de lu ck together with yo ' , bring in ' all yore luck 

together . 
[ I  could have ques tioned here more closely f or the record - the cylinder , but 

I probab ly assumed I knew what the man was thinking , saying and acting . I am too 
far away today to be pos itive , but I would sugges t in this par ticular ins tance , 
that Adam-and-Eve , though a unity , a creative one , represents two s ides of life -
the s trong and weak , the good and bad . Adam , s treng th and good luck , ris ing to 
the top ,  is perfumed , prayed over and rubbed on informant ; whereas Eve , weakness 
and bad lu ck accord ing to b ib lical evidence , s inks to the bot tom so  that inform
ant cannot be  contaminated by her special qualities . Remember - I write symb ol
ically and mag ically , not ethically or any other - ly . ]  

Dat runnin ' buckroot - lis ten good now . Yo ' go to the person , if  yo ' wants 
tuh move ' em from a place , yo '  git some of de dirt  outa de hollow ou t his track . 
Yo '  g i t  d a t  runnin ' buckroot - git  a piece of it  about - see [demons trates ] ,  
dat ' s  two inches of yore f inger . Dis is a inch an ' dat ' s  a inch an ' yo '  take it 
an• yo ' split  it , an ' put dat track up in dere . An '  yo '  take i t  an ' yo '  tie it  
tight wi t a s tring an ' put it in a lit tle bot tle or a gourd - any one , an ' stop 
dat bot tle up an ' walk to de runnin ' watah , to a rivah , yo '  see , an ' walk up dere 
an ' s ay ,  "BY DE HE ' P  O F  GOD , yo '  been worryin '  me a long time . Ah expect tuh 
send yo ' ' way from heah BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD . "  An '  yo '  throw it  cross yore lef t 
shoulder an ' cuss it an ' tell him tuh go an ' go as fur to de eas t as yo '  · is to  
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de wes t . Yo ' say ,  "Go , "  to him,  "yo ' can ' t  stay heah , "  an ' yo ' throw it cros s 
yore left shoulder an ' walk off  an ' don ' t  nevah look back . 

(And you take that dirt up out of  the left foo t track and you make your wish 
on it - on that track? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
Talkin ' about any fellah sellin ' whiskey - lis ten good now - an '  yo ' wants 

tub keep de law from interferin ' yo ' now . Yo ' j es '  lis ten me good now - ah ' m  
goin ' tell yuh . 

Yo ' go to a barren ' s immon [persimmon ] tree , one whut don ' t  bear no ' simmon 
atall - yo '  know , yo ' call dat a barren tree . Yo ' see yo ' cut de fo ' k  [ fork ] 
of it , j es '  lak a spur where yo ' ride a horse wi t ,  an ' yo ' take ' em an ' yo ' tie 
' em ,  dem two spurs together j es '  lak dat [demons trates ] .  Listen to me good , now. 
An ' yo ' tie dis part together lak dis heah , firs t ; den yo ' tie dis left-han ' cor
ner . Go right to de walk dat comes into yore house - yo ' has two o f  ' em now . 
Put one on dat side an ' - put one to de  no ' th side firs t .  Den put one t o  de 
south side las t . Bury it  an ' turn dem p ' ints righ t to de road an ' say ,  "Yo ' 
shall have tub depart away from me . Yo ' shall nevah see me . "  He [ the law ] kin 
come up dere but he can ' t  come in . 

(What did you say firs t ? ) 
Say ,  "Yo ' might come tub wreck me , but ah defy - yo ' goin ' b e  defied by my 

puttin ' dese fo ' ks heah . Dem wus barre� - dese heah nevah bear no fruit an ' yo ' 
can ' t bear none . "  

(What you get from that pers immon tree is this . You get a fork like that 
[demons trate ] - two of  those . Then you - that ' s  this one and then you put the 
o ther one over like that . )  

Now , lemme show yo ' direct . Yo ' gits  one j es '  lak dis heah - see heah . Now , 
dat ' s  de cross one . Den yo ' git chew anothah one - see . Watch me good now . Den 
yo ' git chure next one an ' yo ' cross it  lak dat yo ' know - see , dat one come 
cross . See , dat cros s come dere an ' dat cross come dere . Now , yo ' ll tie dis 
one right heah an ' yo ' tie dat one dere . Yo ' don ' t  tie but two places . An ' see , 
when de callers come dere , yo ' see , when dey come to yore place , dey comes data
way , an ' see , dey come directly in . 

[I  should have drawn a diag ram . ] 
(That wi ll keep them away . )  
Yo ' take a fig tPee , now - lis ten good now - yo ' take a fig tree an ' yo ' git  

de root  from de sunrise side an ' den yo ' g o  back to  de sundown side an ' yo ' git  
a piece from de sundown side . Go to de  sunrise side firs t • • • •  [ I  mus t have asked 
a ques tion . ] No sir , don ' t  go home atall - git  it right at de same time . 

All right . Now lis ten . An ' yo ' take dat root from de fig tree from de sun
rise side . I f  yo ' wants tub have luck in any pos sible way , yo ' turn yore haid 
when yo ' take dat roo t from de fig tree from de sunrise s ide , an ' yo ' take a 
piece from de suns et side , an ' say ,  "Ah wants tub have luck sundown , night an ' 
mawnin ' ,  when de sunrise . "  Take dem pieces , git  ' em to de j ' int o f  yo ' finger 
lis ten at me good now - let ' em be to de j ' int of dat fing er dere [demons trates ] ,  
an ' take dem an ' put dem fo ' [ four , but means two ] pieces together an ' yo ' tie 
' em tight . An ' put it into yore pocketbook .  Listen g ood now . An ' den yo ' git 
chew a little ten cents bottle of  Heapts Co logne an ' yo ' wets dat three times . 
Make yore wi9h an ' rub it  in yore han ' when yo ' gwine off  tub tend to bus iness -
lak yo ' wake up an ' say ,  "Mah bus iness is [ to do  a certain thing or ] ah ' m  gotta 
tub go sech-an ' -sech a place , "  an ' yo ' rub it in yore han ' s  th ree times , an ' b low 
j es '  lak dat [demons trates ] .  Den yo ' make yore wi sh an ' say ,  "BY DE HE ' P  OF DE 
LORD , ah wants luck to b e .  Mis ter Fater , ah wants yo ' tub bring me luck today . "  
Den yo ' dress yo ' self down three t imes . Yo ' take dat roo t an ' put it  back in 
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yore pocketbook - put it where no tobacca or nuthin can ' t hit i t , cause if i t  
hit i t , it wi ll kill it dead as a [ s ome th ing ] dat gone . 

(You get one piece from the sunrise s ide and one piece from the sundown . )  
But git de sunrise one fus t . 
(That ' s  j us t two pieces of roqt ? )  [He mis takenly said four before . ]  
Dat ' s  right . 
Ah tell yo '  ' b out a wi llah tree . Now , yo ' lis ten t o  me good now . Yo ' git a 

brand-new hors eshoe nail . Lis ten good now . If yo ' want to tie a pers on to  a 
place , take yo ' nine brand-new hors eshoe [nails ] whut he shoe de horse wit by de 
laig , an ' trim dat bark off to de sunrise side , an ' yo ' take f ive of dem nails 
an ' drive ' em to de sunrise s ide , an ' put ' em  dere all on a line , say ,  "Ah ' m  
tyin ' yo ' heah tuh d i s  wi llah lak ah ' m  drivin ' dese brand-new nails , lak ah ' m  
puttin ' a shoe on a horse . Lak ah shoein ' me a brand-new horse d i s  mawnin ' ,  
ah tyin ' a pers on at mah place . "  Yo ' take dem five brand-new horseshoe nails 
an ' yo ' drive ' em  in a line right to de sunrise side of the tree . 

(The line up and down or acros s ? ) 
Cross disaway , see . [Demons trates . ]  
(Across - sort of up . )  
Yeah , da t ' s  right - j es '  lak dat . 
Den yo ' take de othah fo ' [hors eshoe nails ] an ' yo ' go to de sundown s ide an ' 

yo ' say , "Yo ' kin blow up an ' yo ' kin b low down , but ah am got chew tied . "  An '  
yo ' take dem fo ' an ' yo ' put ' em  in de same direction - j es '  has ' em  about on de 
level as yo ' got ' em to de sunrise s ide . Let ' em  be right on de back facin ' on 
de level wit dat . Yo ' know about how high up . Drive dem f o ' right on in on de 
level in dat an ' drive ' em all de way in to  de haid . An ' ah bet chew i t ' ll con
ker anyone . He ' ll s tay dere den .  De only way he kin git  away is fo ' him tuh cut 
de nails out de tree . 

(That ' s  tying him right down . ) 
Ah ' m  ain ' t tellin ' yo ' whut ah hear , ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' whut ah know - whut ah 

e!eer ience . Ah done dat mahs elf . 
Jes ' lak yo ' wants to do a pers on , if a person doin ' yo ' anything , do a bad 

turn . Why if yo ' kin git somebody to git some of de hair out his haid - j es '  de 
hair out his fo ' head - right in de front of his head , j es '  lak it b e  out de comb . 
Take dat hair an ' cuts a brand-new peg an ' go to a dogwood tree - go to de sun
down side of it . An ' take dat hair an ' put it in dere an ' drive dat peg down 
dere . Go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  yo ' see , an ' de las t mawnin ' after de nine maw
nin ' , j es '  take an ' make yore wish fo ' - say , "Ah expect yo ' tuh suffer pain , 
misery , headache an ' troub le fo ' de troub le dat yo ' have made me . Wish yo ' to 
have no aid , an ' no mo ' luck , no mo ' peace , an' no one gives yo ' aid . "  An ' yo ' 
drive it down in dere fur as yo ' kin git it an ' go on off an ' leave it . Yo ' 
ain ' t gotta go back dere no mo ' .  No mo ' peace , no mo ' troub le . Yo ' will no mo ' 
troub le with him . 

Ah kin tell yo ' somethin ' else about gamblin ' . Yo ' kin ketch yo ' a toadfPog . 
Dere lotsa toadfPog . If yo ' go tuh de game - now , yo ' lis ten at me good now . Ah 
tell yo ' . Now , ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' j es '  lak ah experience it . Ah done tried it , 
whut ah tell yuh . Cause ah ' m  56  yeahs ole an ' ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' de truth - whut 
ah done know . Everyb ody tell yo ' ah do dese things . De man who lives in dis 
ho�se [where I was interviewing ] kin tell yo ' .  Everybody . All dem lis ten to me . 
Ah know whut ah ' m  doin ' . 

Yo ' kin git yo ' a toadfPog an ' go into a game . "Well , "  yo ' say ,  "ah ' m  gwine 
to d e  game . "  An '  if dat toad[Pog holler - lis ten good , now - don ' t chew go t o  no 
game , yo ' goin ' fal l .  But if he don ' t holler , yo ' pick him up an ' git yo ' a 
s cissors an ' cut a little hole in a papah sack where he kin git air . Wrap him 
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up an ' s t i ck him in yore j umper pocket an ' go on tub de game . Dey can ' t beat 
chew tub save dey life . 

(You keep him alive? )  
Yeah , keep him alive . Don ' t let him b e  daid . 
Now , i f  yo ' wants tub put a fellah mind away , yo '  kill a toadfrop an ' tie a 

long s tr ing to ' im an ' go tub a swingin ' limb in de woods ,  an ' swing him tub de 
sunrise s ide , an ' every time de wind shake dat tree an ' keep him a-swing in ' , 
dat ' ll keep dem swing in ' .  Keep dey mind away from yo ' all de time - it will 
wave away from yo ' ,  wave right away . 

(Well , how do I know that I ' ve got the r ight person? ) [ I  know but I want his 
answer for the record . ] 

Name it . Jes ' say dat de person yo ' af ter . Yo ' see , j es '  lak yo ' wanta run 
a person off  or keep his mind wavin ' away - from worryin ' yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  go  an ' 
ketch yo ' a toadfrog, an ' take an ' kill him .  Now , yo ' mus t kill him ,  s ee . Take 
a fat- lighter [pine ] splinter an ' trim it lak a peg an ' ho l '  his laig down , an ' 
j amb i t  righ t  through his back an ' let it s tay . Jamb it right down in de groun ' 
an ' let it stay dere until dat frog ' s daid . Den go dere an ' pull dat fat splin
ter up . [Fat- lighter i s  one of the pitch pines . ]  Take yo ' a w�ppin' thread 
whut de ' wrap packages up wi t i t , an ' tie it  roun ' his lef t  feet . Go to a limb 
an ' say,  "Ah expect tub keep yore min ' wavin ' , John" - or James or Charlie or 
Dan or Henry or whatsoevah he is - "ah shall keep yo ' wit a wavin ' min ' for whut 
chew tryin ' tub do me . Yo ' tryin ' tub [something ] me away . " Take him an ' go to 
a long limb up on a tree . 

(To any kind of a tree? ) 
Any kinda tree , an ' yo ' tie it on de limb , an ' every time it  wave , say ,  "Now , 

yo ' wave , "  an ' yo ' j es '  walk off  from it . An ' [ as ]  yo ' walk o f f , yo ' j es '  push 
it an ' let it wave dat way . As yo ' walk off from i t  yo ' s tar t i t  tub wavin ' -
yo ' start him off yore ownself , an ' de wind will f inish him . 

Now , if  yo ' wants tub make love wit a person - yo ' wanta make love wit a per
son , yo ' take yore fingernails , j es '  lak if yo ' trim ' em ,  an ' de dirt undah yore 
f ingernail . An ' yo ' go  tub eat or go  tub drink watah , somepin lak dat , yo ' g it 
' em a separate g lass an ' j es '  take dat little b lade in yore knife - wash yore 
hands - take dat knife b lade an ' go underneat '  dem fingernails an ' put it  into 
dat watah , an ' let him dr ink off  it . Let him drink off  it  about nine times . 
Dat ' s  all yo ' want . Yo ' see , dat ' s  makin ' love . 

· 

An ' i f  yo ' wanta break love wit a person , yo ' buy ' em a brand-new pocket
knife - don ' t open i t  atall . Don ' t op en dat knife atall . When yo '  git tub him ,  
den yo ' open dat knife an ' hand him de knife  b lade an ' tell him he kin have dat 
knife . Yo ' an ' him j es '  bust up . 

Listen good , now . Yo ' git  a new silk pocket handkerchief - yo ' buy it . Yo ' 
have to pay fifty cents or a dollah fo ' a silk handkerchief . An ' yo ' kin take 
dat silk handkerchief , if yo ' want tub give him a good present fo ' tub fool 
[triak ] ' im - git him a brand-new silk handkerchief . 

(That makes him leave? )  
Yes s ir . See , ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' whut ah know . 
Yo ' wanta break up dat , j es '  g i t  chew a nice little fresh hen aig , yo ' see , 

an ' make yore �ish an ' draw his pi cture on it  an ' s ign his name on it , an ' go 
dere an ' say ,  "Well , ah expect tub break yo' up BY DE HE ' P OF GOD . In d e  Name 
of de Father , de Son an ' de Holy Ghos t .  Yo ' shan ' t  stay heah . "  An ' go  dere an ' 
go to de sunrise s ide an ' turn yore back to de sun an ' face de house , an ' throw 
till it smash up on dere . An ' ah ' ll bet chew - an ' make yore wish - in f ive days 
dey won ' t  be dere . Break dem up right now . 

Yo ' take graveyard dirt - j es '  lak yo ' wanta bring a person to yo ' .  Listen 
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at me good , now . Yo ' git  dat gPaveyaPd diPt - yo ' go dere - gits thirteen 
pennies an ' yo ' walk roun ' dat grave three times . 

(You walk around the grave? )  

1029 

Three times . Yo ' [ are ] tub de right side right to de haid , an ' yo ' walk roun ' 
dere three times an ' make yore wishes , an ' say ,  "Kind spirit of de daid ah come 
heah , dere somepin ah wanted from yo ' ,  an ' ah 'm  goin ' pay yo ' fo ' i t . BY DE HE ' P  
O F  GOD .ah want chew tub do dis work fo ' me . BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD ah wants tub bring 
a person dat owes me some money . " Jes ' lak if anybody owe yo ' or yo ' wants some 
money , say , "Ah want me some money , an ' ah want luck to git  me money . "  Yo ' go  
dere an ' yo ' take dat  dirt from de  grave , j es ' grab it - don ' t  have to dig hard -
from de head . Yo ' take it  out till yo '  git wris t-deep . Den yo ' go  down an ' yo ' 
git  thirteen handful - j es ' lak how many s tars are on a dollah , dere thirteen 
s tars on a silver dollah . Yo ' git  chew thirteen handful an ' yo ' pay a penny to 
de handful - dat ' s  thirteen cents . Then yo ' got  de dus t .  Then yo ' throw dat 
thirteen cents j es '  dere . "Ah lettin '  [ leaving ] dat wi t chew fo ' whut ah take 
away from yo ' , yo ' see . "  An1.yo ' put dem thir teen cent in dere an ' yo ' cover 
dat hole up good , an ' yo ' git  up , yo ' say , "Now , ah set  dese down dere fo ' what 
ah ask yo ' tub do fo ' me , makin ' mah good luck prosper , In de Name of de Lord . "  
Den yo ' say , "Now , ah ' m  leavin ' all mah troub le wi t chew . Ah want chew to bring 
money to me , luck an ' prosperi ty . "  An ' walk off . 

Yo ' take dat dus t wi t chew home an ' yo ' g i t  chew holt of a s creen wire , g i t  
chew holt o f  a halfa pound of  sulphur an ' two box of red peppah , an ' two box of 
fresh tab le salt dat haven ' t  been used outa . [Three ingredients . ]  Yo ' take dat 
sulphur an ' dat peppah an ' dat sal t an ' put ' em all tog e ther an ' take about two 
quarts of dat dirt an ' put i t  into dat s creen wire an ' sif t it  through dat s creen 
to j es '  lak a powder . Yo ' see . Yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' put i t  out - lay i t  where it  
will dry where de  sun at it , or put it  in  de  s tove in de bot tom place , yo ' know , 
an ' let it  dry to a powder . Den yo ' burn it  in de fire an ' make yore wish for 
whut chew want an ' it will burn j es '  lak a dus t would . An ' i t  bring all de luck 
together fo ' yo ' whut chew want . 

Yo ' kin take an ' go  to a person dat dey j es '  now buried - if they buried 'bout 
a week it  will b e  all right , but i t  b e  firs t buried . Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' take de 
hatchet an ' j es '  split a piece off dat headbo ' d .  Yo ' carry i t - lak yo ' wanta 
move a pers on - an ' yo ' take an ' go righ t to de edge of his yard of de ground 
soil , yo ' go  dere late hours at  nigh t .  Take yore hatche t an ' make yore wish fo ' 
him to s tay dere [ to go and s tay on the vic tim ' s  proper ty ] , say , but  chew gotta 
pay him fo ' it . If yo ' bus t up anybody , he ' ll do it , but  chew gotta pay him tub 
do i t , yo ' know . Yo ' pay ' im de same thirteen cents to move dat person away . 
Lay dat money dere to de grave an ' tell ' im ,  "Ah ' m  payin '  yo ' tub move dis person 
out heah by carryin ' dis headbo ' d  fo ' me . "  Well , yo ' take dat headbo ' d  [ "a piece 
off" ] an ' come to dey house where dey s tayin ' at , an ' drive it righ t down under
neat ' de ground , righ t to de s tep where dey gotta walk an ' s tep out . Two days -
on de third day dey ' ll pick up an ' go . Don ' t care what  kind of business dey 
got - dey gotta go . 

I f  anybody take dat bone out of a dead person , git it  off de left side , an ' 
any thing dat chew wanta turn to de Pight - lis ten good , now - git  it  off  de lef t 
side of ' em an ' anything dat chew wanta turn to de Pight , lis ten good , well yo ' 
gotta take it . Yo ' gotta git an ' fix [dress ] a li ttle roo t .  I t ' s  a li ttle vine 
in de woods , g rowin ' long as a yard [ three feet ] - li t t le b i t  yallah called de 
love vine . I t  run along on top of de daid grass - li t tle long , li ttle yallah 
vine . Yo ' ve seen ' em .  

[Love vine is ei ther the dodder or the virgin ' s-bower . Dodder is any plant 
of the genus Cusauta , all b eing leafless parasi tes wi th yellow or whi tish thread-



1030 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundation -

like stems . This des crib es the love vine of  the text . Virgin ' s-bower , however , 
is any climb ing species of  C Zematis or VioPna , as C. vi�giniana and related 
species in U . S . A . , and C. vita Zba in Europe .  Perhaps I should add that dodders 
and love vines , closely related to the morning glory , are also called Strang le
weed , Gold Thread , Devil ' s  Hair , Hell-bind , and probab ly other names . ]  

Yo ' take dat - yo ' git chew three of dem little vines . An ' yo ' know de clover 
leaf . Yo ' git dem clover leaf - dey grow long lak dat . An' you take dem six -
take three of  each kind around dat daid bone . An ' yo ' take dat daid bone an ' dat 
together an ' put it  into a s tove an ' let it  bake b rown - j es '  let it  s tay dere 
an ' bake about nine days , let it bake hard an ' good . Den yo ' take a ole sack or 
somepin - tough an ' good , somepin do [ though , s trong enough so that ] it  kin be 
beat to a fine powder . Den po ' it all into a j ar an ' den git chew - call fo ' 
Fai� Hea� Co Zogne . Yo ' gits it in a pint bottle in de Ten Cent S to ' . Yo ' kin 
git chew about three of ' em - costs ten cents [ ! ] a bottle . Fai� Hea� Co Zogne . 
Yo ' put dem three s ho�t pint together an ' po ' ' em  all onto dat daid bone . It ' ll 
turn anything from de �ght tuh de Zeit dat chew want tub . Make yore wish an ' 
put it  in yore han ' - turn anything dat yo ' want . I t he ' p  [help ] yo ' - yo ' de 
one dat want i t  - he ' p  yo ' mo ' specially anybody els e .  

(Jus t luck in anything? )  
Anything yo ' want . 
Either a [ something ] or a buzzard . Everybody looks at a buzza�d , "Dis heah 

buzzard ain ' t no good . "  Now , ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' somepin about a buzzard - ah 
tell yo ' two things about a buzzard . 

Yo ' takes an ' cooks him - lis ten good now . Anybody dat got de consumption , 
yo ' take a buzzard - yo ' shot i t  an ' yo ' cut his head off , yo ' clean him ,  an ' 
yo ' know a buzzard look po ' but dey fat on ' em - dey eat a lot of cawn [ corn ] . 
Yo ' take it  an ' yo ' put him into a pot dat yo ' bake - or  somepin - good , an ' 
git  dat all larded an ' j es '  give it to a person by de  teaspoonful to take fo ' 
de consumption . Dat will kill de  consump tion . [See BUZZARD , p . 42 2f . ] 

Den if  a hawk worryin ' yo ' at  chure hous e ,  yo ' kin kill one . I f  a hawk b e  
worryin ' yore chickens , see . Kill one an ' cut him in fo ' parts �n '  lay a piece 
to dat corner of de house , a piece to de othah corner , a piece to dat corner , 
an ' a piece to dat corner , an ' no hawk will nevah worry dem chickens . 

Well , lis ten , j es '  lak if yo ' wanta be a guitar picker - music , yo ' take de 
guitar an ' yo ' go  dere on a Sunday mawnin ' .  An '  carry yore shoe sole - git  chure 
own shoe sole , don ' t  git nobody else one - git chure own shoe sole an ' yo ' go to 
dat road an ' yo ' pick dat guitar for eight Sunday mawnin ' straigh t . Yo ' goin ' be  
a musician . An '  de  las t Sunday mawnin ' it ' s  a red roos ter goin ' come dere , dat 
goin ' take dat shoe sole outa yore han ' , offa yore knees - lak yo ' pickin ' , yo ' 
have it  place down dere while yo ' pickin ' . He goin ' pull dat shoe sole out chure 
han ' an ' when he pull dat shoe sole out chure han ' dat ' s  de man [ the roos ter be
comes the devil ] .  He take a piece [of the sole ] an ' gi ' it  back to yo ' .  When 
he g ive it  back to yo ' - but he done carry dat shoe sole off . But yo ' done sell 
yore soul to de devil den . Yo ' done sell yore soul to de devil , ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' 
dat . Course yo ' goin ' live anyway , p laying de music  dat yo ' want - everything 
yo ' wanta play . 

[For the preceding rite , see DIABOLIC MUSIC , p . lOS-111 . His notation musia 
after gui ta� Riake� is interesting . He wanted me to know he was talking about 
a mus ical ins trument and not guita� = aata�h an ailment - these two words being 
pronounced alike by some children and uneducated persons . ]  

I f  yo ' wants tub git de Zuaky b Zaak aat bone , yo ' ketch a cat whilst it ' s  
livin ' - live an ' put chew a b ig pot o f  watah on d e  fiah an ' let i t  come tub a 
bile . Lis ten good . Yo ' ketch dis b lack c�t an ' yo ' trow him in dere an ' yo ' put 
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de lid on an ' put a heavy weigh t on it . Set it on de fire . Make a b ig fire an ' 
let him b ile . He goin ' quarrel an ' kick , but he can ' t git out dere . An '  when 
he done bile till all dat meat lef t  de bone , go tuh runnin ' watah an ' po ' all 
dem bones an ' everything out dat pot in dat runnin ' watah . An ' if de b one - lak 
de watah runnin ' down . Yo ' know de watah in de rivah runs down . All de bone dat 
�' floats back agains t de watah where dat runnin ' watah go , git dem . Git dem 
b ones . An '  yo ' git  dem b ones - now , yo ' lis ten at me good - yo ' take dem b ones 
an ' yo ' go to a man - he ' s  good - but chew got ta go dat man a number of days . 
Call him Goodbye Da:ve . [ Surely he is the devil . ] Tell him,  "Ah want chew to 
take care dese bones . Ah want chew tuh dress dem bones . Hol '  dese  bones fo ' 
me fo ' nine nights till ah come back . " Put a penny down wit each one of dem 
bones , an ' go on . Well , he ' s  good . [Presumab ly th es e b ones are lef t  at the 
p lace where th ey were recovered from the water . ] 

An '  de nine mawnin ' yo ' go b ack dere an ' g i t  ' em ,  an ' when yo ' go back dere 
an ' git ' em - yo ' lef t  dem penny dere - well , yo ' pay him thirteen beside dat . 
An '  yo ' kin den take dem b one an ' give a man , or either yo ' kin go an ' nuthin 
kin do yo ' - de law or nuthin . Conker anything in de world . [This is a new 
version of the rite for BLACK CAT BONE , pp . 7 4-9 7 . ] 

(You j us t  carry those b ones around with you? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Tote ' em  on yo ' .  
(And it  can be  any number of b ones - all those  that went upstream . )  
All dem run 'way back up de s tream - back . 
(No mat ter how many there were? ) 

Yeah , git ' em. 
But chew gotta git a spring-frog fo ' dis . Yo ' take dis spring-frog - well , 

yo ' see dey j ump dataway . Yo ' go git  a spring-frog an ' yo ' chunk dat s ame fat
lighter sp linter an ' yo ' s tick it cross his b ack - peg him down . Lis ten good , 
now . Peg him down till he dead . Hang him up until he becomes dry an ' hard , an ' 
yo ' take him an ' yo ' grind him up fine . Take him an ' put to a powder an ' take a 
brand-new pocketknife an ' go to any lock an ' take an ' open , yo ' know , de b lade o f  
it , an ' [having filled the b lade with spring-frog powder ] b low i t  i n  d e  hole o f  
d a t  lock [demons trates by b lowing ] whuff - whuff - whuff. Don ' t care what lock 
it is . 

(Blow three times into the keyhole . )  
S traight open - don ' t care whut kind i t  is . 
(Opens the lock right away . )  
Well� lak ah tell yo ' ' bout de shoe - yo ' kin git  a shoe dat a person wear , 

one o f  his o le shoes . Yo ' kin take dat person ' s  shoe , i f  he gone away an ' yo ' 
wanta bring him back - j es ' take de two . Take an ' go out de do ' now , out de 
hous e ,  turn one , turn his left foot underneat ' de house , de toe part , an ' turn 
de right foo t  front out , say ,  "Yo ' went out on yore righ t feet but chew goin ' 
come back on yore left feet . "  

(You turn the right one under the house? ) 
No sir , de lef t  one - de toe undah de house . An ' yo ' turn de right  one , turn 

it out an ' yo ' tole ' em , say , "Yo ' leave out chere right , but chew comin ' back in 
heah wrong . "  Yo ' see , an ' ,  "BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD ah rememb ered yo ' dis day fo ' yo ' 
tuh come b ack heah . "  I t may b e  f ive an ' i t  may b e  s even days , but in dat time 
dey goin ' b e  dere .  But chew gotta git  chew nine new need les an ' nine new pins , 
an ' put de new pins into de left foo t  an' put de new needles in yore right foo t . 
Then yo ' take a brand-new ten-penny nail an ' drive i t  righ t in de midd le of each 
one of dem .  Yo ' know , dey nailed Jesus Chris t tuh de cross wit a ten-penny nail . 
Nail him de same way an ' he ' ll s t ay dere . An '  he comin 1 - he be  dere . 

(Now where do you put these shoes - in the ground , or on top of the earth ? ) 
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Jes ' put ' em ,  not on top of de earth , but drive dat nail through dere into de 
ground down - put ' em  side by side an ' dey come home . 

Now yo ' kin take a _shoe whut a person wear an ' if  yo ' wanta make ' em love an ' 
run de devil out chure hous e .  Take a red onion an ' a fat- lighteP sp linteP , brim
s tone or sulphur , any one [ either one ] , an ' blues tone , an ' put in de ole shoe 
tog ether an ' turn de bottom of de shoe upside-down .  Turn d e  par t chew wear down 
an ' turn de bottom up - put dat on top . An ' put chure fat- lighteP [on top of  
the ups ide-down shoes ] an ' put  dem on . Yo ' got ' em . Oat make luck, run de  devil 
from roun ' dere , make peace an ' love an ' all , right dere right at de same time . 

Yo ' take dis Red Devi l Lye - lis ten good , now - if anyb ody devilin ' roun ' yore 
place . Yo ' git chew fo ' box [ cans ] of dis Red Devi l Lye - lis ten to me good , 
now . Yo ' take blues tone , brims tone - yo ' take dem blues tone an ' brims tone an ' 
beat it up j es '  lak a powder . Yo ' take de big twenty-penny or forty-penny nail 
an ' yo ' drive holes all in dat Red Devi l Lye top .  Yo ' take dat brims tone an ' 
blues tone an ' yo ' mix ' em  up an ' put ' em in dem hole in dere , an ' yo ' take dat 
can an ' yo ' put it  about dat deep above de groun ' . Put one tuh each corner of 
yore hous e .  Den yo ' git  chew two mo ' - dat  makes s ix - an ' put ' em into de front 
of yore yard . An ' anything yo ' put roun ' dere , dat brims tone an ' dat devil lye 
will kill it . Every time it  will rain an ' cover dat yard , why dat watah from 
dere will wash up on de top of dat an ' spread ovah dat yard - kill  anything dere . 

(Anything that is put down for you to walk over . )  
Anything . 
Jes ' lak if yo ' wanta do a tPiak wit a man an ' a woman - if yo ' wanta tie ' em 

togetheP. Yo ' take de man ' s  socks an ' a woman ' s  sock ,  but chew gotta git  dirty 
one whut he wear - git  one of hern an ' one of his ' n ,  if dey done lives together . 
Yo ' take it an ' yo ' ·  ties three knots an ' yo ' name it  at ter de woman . Den yo '  
take de othah ' un an ' yo ' ties three knots in dat an ' yo '  name it  atter de man , 
say , "Ah tyin' yo '  togethah fo ' God s ays , 'Whosevah ah j ' ins han ' s  together , 
let no one put asunder . " ' Well , dis man when yo '  know who tryin ' tuh break him 
�, yo ' j es '  call him by name , " [ So-and-So ] ,  yo ' shall not break dis man up . Ah 
say , let peace be to ' em an ' ask God to j ' in our han ' together . Let  no one put 
asunder . "  Oat ' 11 be six - dat ' s  three fo ' him an ' three fo ' her . [ Six what? ] 
Dere three persons in de Godhead - God de Father , de Son an ' Holy Ghos t .  Dis God 
rules all . God is even in de middle of de earth an ' he works in a terrib ly won
derful form .  He works , he ' p  m e  t o  he 'p yo ' .  All j es ' comin ' together BY DE HE ' P  
OF GOD . 

Yo ' take dem socks an ' yo ' go to de bed right where dey s leep , an ' if de woman 
gone , yo ' put it underneat '  de man an ' let him s leep on it ; an ' if  de  man gone 
an ' de woman dere , put it under de head of her bed an ' let her s leep on it . An ' 
remembah de time fo ' him tuh be dere . I t ' ll be  two or three days , he ' ll be j es ' 
lak a leaf . Jes ' lak I an ' yo ' heah be settin '  down talkin ' an ' nobody bother -
talkin ' ovah , sayin ' how we have treated one anothah , how we should like an ' whut 
we should do - dis an ' dat an ' de  othah yo '  know whut it  should be . An ' every
thin ' will be quiet an ' easy - j es '  de  same as me an ' yo ' settin '  down heah 
talkin ' . AN '  JES ' AS EASY AS YO ' TRYIN ' TUH FIND DI S INFORMATION ! 

(You take the man ' s  sock and the woman ' s  s tocking . You take either one - it  
doesn ' t  make any difference? ) 

Oat ' s  righ� an ' yo ' git  ' em even together an '  den yo ' make a loop right in 
de middle of ' em . Yo ' s ee ,  don ' t yo ' count de one dat yo ' make de loop in de 
middle now ; yo ' tie three knots  beside dat lak ah ' fore said . Name dat atter 
her . Den turn dat roun ' an ' tie three in de other one , yo ' see . 

Dis is  whut dey kin do . Dey kin take yore shirttail - lis ten good , now - cut 
a frontpiece out it whut cover yo ' self down in front chere . Den take it - lis ten 
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good , now - take dat frontpiece an ' make it  like a pad , an ' draw a s tring on it 
fo ' 'bout dat long , an ' wear it  right down ' tween to yore laigs . Women kin do 
dat yo ' know - right down to de skin , right down between heah . Wear i t  dere fo ' 
nine days . Den after wearin ' it  fo ' dat nine days , she take dat off an ' wear it  
in de bottom of her  shoe - in de lef t bottom of her shoe [bottom of lef t shoe ] -
an ' she ' ll hold yo ' down de same way . 

( She wears it  down between her legs for nine days ? )  
Nine days , den take i t  out , make a pad , an ' she goin ' make peace wit yo ' . 
Take de bow outa dey - outa yore hat . Listen good , now . Yo ' take dat bow 

outa dat hat , an ' yo ' sew it  up in a real little thin pad an ' make watah on i t  
fo ' three mawnin ' s  d e  time yo ' git up - de night watah . Take dat pad an ' dampen 
dat fo ' three mawnin ' s ,  an ' yo ' do ever ' thin ' she want fo ' yo ' tub do , an ' yo ' 
can ' t  do nuthin wit her . Bring peace . If  yo ' haul off an ' go , gotta come back 
dere . If yo ' don ' t give her no money - yo ' be  spending de money an ' don ' t give 
her none - yo ' goin '  give it to her . No way in de world fo ' yo ' tub do but give 
it to her . 

She kin set down dere - lis ten good , now - she kin wait , s tay right in de bed 
wit him till he drop tub sleep .  She kin take her underclothes whut she wear an ' 
throw it  right cross his face an ' tell him , "Ah want chew tub sleep right dere 
till ah come back . "  An ' she kin go out an ' stay all night an ' he ' ll stay right 
dere an ' s leep till she come back ,  an ' take dat off an ' wake him up . Dat put 
him right tub s leep . Yo ' kin do it - yo ' kin do a woman de same . See , turn yore 
underclothes off [ inside out ] whut chew wear an ' trow it right cross her face . 
But chew gotta know - j es '  wait  dere till she drop tub s leep , an ' do it . 

Ah tell yo ' zactly how she kin do dat . Now , yo ' lis ten at me good . She takes 
a dishrag - she can ' t  take it outa her house - she goin ' to some nothah person 
house an ' s teal a dishrag , an ' she have connection wit him three time . Lis ten 
good , now . An ' she rub him - wip him wit dat dishrag three time . Den she take 
dat dishrag an ' s ew it up good an ' carry it roun ' a pump or a well [ and bury it ] . 
An ' she wet it  - she wet dat ground good when she put it  in dere , she ' ll wet it  
fo ' three mawnin ' good . An ' eve ' y  time he  go  tub a woman , he ' ll fall  - he ' ll be  
so  limb er j es '  so  long as  hit keep damp . Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' whut ah know , now . 
Ah don ' t  know whut ' s  it  all - j es '  mos t anybody tell yo ' .  I t ' ll b e  j es '  as 
limber as - it ' ll nevah ris e .  An '  it ' ll s tay dataway . [See DISHWATER REMOVES 
S ICKNESS , p . 382 . ]  

(Does she leave that dishrag out there by the pump? ) [ I  us e dishrag , the word 
I usually hear . ]  

Bury it in de groun ' , keep it  down - see , long it  keep limb er see .  
(How could I get rid o f  that? How could I get my nature back again? ) 
Ah kin tell yo ' how yo ' do dat . Yo ' ast me an ' yo ' payin ' fo ' it . Lis ten 

good , now . 
Yo ' take yo ' a red onion - lis ten to me good , now - yo ' take dem red onions 

an ' yo ' bile ' em  into a pot till dey become soft j es '  lak mush . Yo ' po ' yo ' a 
pint of vinegar on it af ter it done bile , an ' yo ' bile de onion an ' de vinegar 
together . Dat ' ll make de onion too tough [difficult ] to ball up soft to  git  de 
j uice out . Yo ' see ,  yo ' bile de onion till it  comes a mush firs t ,  den put de 
vinegar in . Put it into a flour sack an ' squeeze i t . An ' yo ' take dat onion 
arl" yo ' bathe yo ' self an ' tell ' em  to , "S tan ' up fo ' me . Dey got de devils on 
me an ' ah want chew tub wash it  away . "  An ' j es '  pull ' em  - bathe ' em  up fo ' 
three mawnin ' s  an ' tell ' em  go ' way . After yo ' git done , leave ' em  an ' go on . 
Den yo ' take dat juice when yo ' done bathin ' an ' throw it  to de sundown , an ' say ,  
"Ever ' time de sun ris e ,  yo ' rise ; an ' [ ever ' time the sun goes down , you ]  go 
down carryin ' de misery . "  Jes ' trow it  to de sundown . [See UPWARDS , p . 405 , and 
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BATHING DOWNWARD , pp . 369- 3 7 7 . ]  
Tyin ' knot to a string or else on a thread . If  yo ' wanta make love wit any

body - j es '  lak if  yo ' wanta go wi th dat othah woman many , many years - many 
years , well , yo ' put j es '  dat many knot an '  call her name an ' tie her ever ' time 
yo ' say dat . An ' den take dat thread an ' tie it roun ' yore waist - tie it in a 
loop knot - dat thread now - tie hit aroun ' yore waist  - or [ tie ] a cloth , any 
[ either ] one yo ' wanta - but let it be  brand-new an ' wear i t  roun ' yore wais t .  
When yo ' go tuh bed yo ' strip off yore clothes an ' take dat off , yo ' see . Git 
outa bed , put dat right back on , say,  ·�ell , ole girl , ah 1m put t in ' yo ' righ t 
back heah . Yore years is not out yet . "  An ' wear it till de number o f  dem years 
is up . Well , when de number of dem years is up , yo ' do de  s ame .  Why yo ' ll have 
to turn de same triak back ag in an ' make her love yo ' . An ' long as yo ' wear dat 
dere , she goin ' stick right by yo ' .  

[Thinking that he had comp leted this rite , I mus t have asked a question while 
machine stopped . ] 

An '  yo ' didn ' t  wait till ah git through tellin ' yo ' 'bout dis othah triak -
ab out dis heah dishrag . 

Jes ' lak if  yo ' got a roun 'about wife , why yo ' kin do her dataway - man or 
woman . She can ' t  go with anybody ,  but all de time she ready fo ' yo ' .  

Dat de end of  dat one . 
(Then a man can do the same thing to a woman? )  
Dat ' s  i t .  
All right . Yo ' kin take a dog , kill him ,  cut him open an ' git  his livah out . 

Fry it  an ' give it to her tuh eat . When she eat dat livah , dey ' ll stick together 
j es '  dat way . 

(What do you do to get them apart ? )  
Go to  a boy dog - listen good , now - go to a b oy dog an ' right roun ' his pri

vate , j es '  cut chew some hair off  wit de scissors , cut it right offa dat . Take 
dat hair an ' swinge [ s inge ]  it - put it on a papah an ' swinge it till it come to 
a natch ' l dus t , put it in a li ttle bit of watah , an ' gi ' to dat woman tuh drink . 

(They ' ll come apart . )  
Yo ' see dis heah whut dey g ot on de  back [ of a mirror ] - hi t ' s  de one put de 

lights in dere fo ' yo ' tuh see troo de  face . 
[The quicks ilver on back of a mirror is "de one" - the subs tance - to "put de 

lights in dere , "  so that you can see your face through the glass . ] 
(The backing on the looking glass . ) 
Yes . 
Yo ' take yo ' - lis ten good now . Yo ' take yo ' three silver - hard do Z Zahs , an ' 

take yore knife an ' make three straight marks right down dat glass , an ' pull dat 
papah [backing of the mirror ] down wit it , wit dem three straight marks . Put it 
[paper and quicks ilver scrapings ] into dem. three silver dollah an ' don ' t  let -
wear dat in yore pocket an ' don ' t nevah spend dat , an ' yo ' got all de luck dat 
chew want offa dat glass . An ' if anybody kin beat chew seein ' [because your 
mirror has three scrat ches ] ,  let ' em  beat chew seein ' .  

(You run this knife down the back of it  three times , and get that stuff off  
the back of the looking glass . ) 

Takes hit - put chew somep in down , an ' take yore knife , yo ' see , j es '  lak dat • 
[ demons trates ] - see , yo ' does dat one time . See , yo ' go to anothah p lace heah . 
[You go to another place ] - dat ' s three . 

(Now , how wo uld you combine that with those silver half dollars ? )  [Where did 
I find the "half ? " ] 

Yo ' ain ' t  gotta put it  with no silver half dollahs - put ' em wit three whole 
s ilver dollah , j es '  put it right in dere wit it . 
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(Then what do  you do  with those? Put  them in something else? ) 
Jes ' put it right into dat little sack an ' wear it in yore pocket . 
[ Informant ' s  mirror has a thin cardboard or heavy paper backing . With his 

knife he cuts "three s traight marks right down dat glass"  - that is , cuts down 
through the paper so that fragments of paper and underlying quicks ilver are re
moved . He puts these s crapings and three silver dollars in a cloth bag , which 
he sews up - making a hand. ] 

An '  den if yo ' broke a lookin ' glass , dat ' s  supposed tub give yo ' seven years 
trouble ,  ain ' t it . All right . Yo ' go  to  de s tore an ' git  chew six mo ' little 
glass an ' yo ' broke ' em ,  too . An ' dat ' ll broke up de seven yeahs trouble . 

Ah tell yo ' how dey do dat . Yo ' bo ' a hole in a dogwood tree , an ' git some of 
dat , what ' em [ they ] - an ' see , where dey go down [squat ] an ' make dey pile . Yo ' 
put it into dat tree - but into a green dogwood tree , now . Trim yo ' off a good 
peg an ' yo ' peg it in dat tree . Yo ' go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' hit  a lick 
eve ' y  mawnin ' ,  dat peg . An '  if yo ' don ' t wanta do dat , yo ' d  put it into a j ar 
an ' s crew de top on it j es '  as tight as yo ' kin , see . An ' turn de j ar bottomside 
upwards - upside down - bury it down underneat ' de groun ' an ' let de groun ' cover 
it up . An ' den speak , "Ah done lock yore bObJe ls , BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD , till yo ' 
come to be  a man , den ah will loose  yo ' . Ah ' ll loose  yo ' BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD , but 
ah wanta let chew know ah kin move yo ' - anybody . "  

Yo ' kin take a person - now lis ten good , now . Yo ' go to de graveyard - yo ' 
got  tub be  dere  at  zactly one minute till twelve a ' clock , or  zactly one minute 
to six .  Yo ' takin ' nine grains of peppah seed , yo ' have yo ' nine new pin an ' 
nine new nails , an ' yo ' call him an ' he ' ll answer yo ' .  Yo ' have all dem in dere 
den , an ' j es ' as he say ,  "Heh , "  then yo ' s top it tight an ' s crew it tight , j es '  
dat minute . Yo ' got him .  An '  when yo ' got him ,  j es '  whut yo ' want him tub do , 
den yo ' tell him so . Jes ' lak whut chew want - yo ' want him workin ' fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' 
know - den yo ' tell him j es '  zactly whut chew want him to do after yo '  done ketch 
him .  Say ,  "Now , ah got chew .  Now , ah want chew do so-an ' -so . "  All yo ' gotta 
do , uns crew de stopper - j es ' a little bit  of  de s topper an ' talk to ' em .  Yo ' 
tell him everything yo ' wanta tell him ,  den yo ' stick him in de bottle an ' go  on . 
Let him s tay right dere . Say , "Now , ah got chew . Now , if yo ' come about de man 
whut ah want , now ah ' 11 loose  yo ' , but if yo ' don ' t ,  ah ' 11 nevah loose  yo ' • " He 
comin ' - ' fore dat day he come to yore house . 

(You are catching that spirit at that grave? )  
Exactly . Any person yo ' even kin ketch dataway , but yo ' can ' t ketch ' em  j es '  

any time yo ' go dere . Yo ' ketch de spirit of de grave yo ' know - call dem .  Call 
his mo thah of who ' s  livin ' . Go dere , call him an ' he answer yo ' ,  but chew have 
all dem things fix down dere - down in dat j ar an ' have de stopper right dis far 
[demons trates ] - lak dat , an ' de time he say ,  "Eh , "  den j es '  put ' em together . 
Yo ' done got him .  

Jes ' lak i f  yo ' gwine to a person ' s  house . Now lis ten good , now - YO ' TRYIN ' 
TUH LEARN TRICKS AN ' TRYIN ' TUH DO TRICKS. Dey go dere an ' take a little box -
lis ten good now - an ' cut it  in de shape of a coff in . Go to  yore house in secret 
when yo ' sleep - go dere an ' stick it down underneat ' chure house an ' bury it  
dere . Den go back an ' take an ' say dat somebody got somepin buried heah , yo ' 
see . "An ' ah will charge yo ' so  much an ' so  much tub take it up . "  Yo ' see dat? 
yo• go dere an ' tell ' em all right . Well , yo ' go dere an ' tell 'em whut it wus . 
Yo ' go dere an ' take it up an ' t�ll ' em whut he done to yo ' .  An ' it ain ' t nuthin 
but a nigger layin ' in a box - whut he done put dere . He put it down dere - den 
he go back an ' pick i t  up . 

[This is one of the few times a doctor admits that tricks are used . ] 
(Making money . ) 
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Dat ' s right . 
He take now an ' make dat little do l l  baby j es '  take an ' make a little do l l  

baby . Lis ten good now . Yo ' makes it in de shape j es ' lak a person - make a 
little arm an ' a little finger - an ' yo ' tell ' em on dat , "Ah 'm  namin ' yo ' . " 
Name yo ' some woman or name some man . I f  yo ' workin ' agains t a man , yo ' kin make 
it j es '  lak a man ; or  if yo ' workin ' agains t a woman , yo ' kin make it agains t 
["j es ' lak" ] a woman . Yo ' make dat little do l l  baby an ' yo ' go to a person where 
dey have a whole lotta  ups an ' down an ' are unlucky in dat house an ' yo ' name it . 
Dey will nevah leave dat person b e ,  can ' t have no peace - she ' ll have headache , 
she ' ll have s tomach trouble .  O r  de man , h e  can ' t make watah , he can ' t pass , he 
can ' t do dis an ' he can ' t do de othah - anything dat yo ' name for it to do , head
ache or anything . Put it into his pillah an ' he s leep on it - [with ] three new 
needles an ' five pins , yo ' see - an ' put it right in his pillah or  right undah 
de spring , de bed spring underneat ' de mattress where he lay his b ack down . "He 
shall have misery work from his back to his head - all up an ' down all de time . "  
An ' he ' ll nevah know dat is dere . Yo ' ll know where ' tis . He ' ll nevah know dat 
chew put it dere . Yo ' go up dere an ' tell him ,  "Well , ah know whut chew want . "  
Yo ' go dere an ' tell him .  Well , den yo ' go dere an ' po ' somepin in yore han '  an ' 
tell him ,  "Well , now , yo ' go  to  dat  mattress an ' turn dat  mattress an ' look in 
dat pillah . "  Den he ' ll go dere an ' find it hisself . Well , he ' ll know it ' s  [ a  
do l l  baby ] . [And you ] go  dere an ' take it  [ few persons would touch a do l l  baby ] , 
take it an ' cut it open . Den yo ' ll find de pins . 

Tell yo ' ' out dat . Yo ' go - DOES YO ' KNOW DE TWELVE ' POSTLE NAME IN DE BIBLE? 
Yo ' know de Twelve ' Pos tle name? Well , all right . Yo ' go an ' git  yo ' six - now 
lis ten good , now - yo ' go to a sage bush an ' yo ' git  chew twelve sage  leaves . 
Dere Twelve ' Postle , an ' yo ' write all dem ' pos tle name . De firs t six yo ' write , 
yo ' take a little piece of  papah about dat long an ' yo ' write de firs t one - till 
yo ' write de s ix .  Yo ' s tack ' em - write each one on a little piece of  pap ah [ and 
stack these 6 pieces of paper ] on top one anothah . Take ' em an ' yo ' put ' em -
yo ' hold dem together - den yo ' take a little piece of cloth about wide as yore 
finger an ' about dat long [demons trates ] - about twice dat long , an ' lap dat back 
ovah de sole . Put dat in yore right-footed shoe firs t .  Den go back an ' wri te de 
rest - six .  Put dem de same way - stack ' em up an ' put dem in de left-footed 
shoe - in yore left foot , ah say .  An '  den yo ' say ,  "Ah split - BY DE HE ' P  OF 
GOD , ah want fo ' yo ' tub choose twelve dis ciples . "  Yo ' know , always mus t choose 
twelve j urors . "An ' God in heaven help choose twelve dis ciples . "  Well , one dem 
twelve disciples do mo ' fo ' yo ' den all dem twelve jurors , ' cause dey ' s  in heaven 
an ' dey can ' t lie - dese on earth an ' dey kin lie . An ' dey will work fo ' yo ' ,  if 
yo ' put dem dis ciples in yore shoes an ' tell ' em whut chew want done . Dey nevah 
turn yo ' down . 

Ah tell yo ' now , yo ' do dis . Jes ' befo ' dat co ' t  comin ' off  - about twelve 
days befo ' dat co ' t  comin ' off , yo ' go to de graveyard . Lis ten good , now . Yo ' 
go to de green tree , any green tree in dere - if dey ain ' t no oak or no pine or 
nuthin in dere but de flowers on de grave . Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' git  a piece of 
dat green bush , break three [ six ] piece . [These s ix pieces will be  us ed in two 
groups of  three . ]  Yo ' go to dat co ' thouse steps an ' yo ' put a piece right in de 
center dere [demons trates ] - dat ' s  de corner right dere , right in de center of de 
steps ; an ' yo � put a piece - one on dat side an ' one on dat side . [Three pieces 
of graveyard greenery - firs t in center , second at right s ide , and third at left 
side of steps . ]  Den yo ' go to de back do ' s tep an ' do de same thing - out of dat 
graveyard now - an ' tell ' em ,  "All yo '  dead spirit , hear me po ' one man , need 
yo ' all tub he ' p  me . Ah gittin ' somepin from eve ' yone of yo ' ,  takin ' somepin outa 
all yore happy home , where yo ' all live , an ' ah want chew tub bring me outa mah 
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trouble , by DE HE ' P O F  DE LORD . "  
[This unknown teacher of mine is a tactful person . 

g raveyard , all of them own - he shows no favoritism . 
yet they are one - and happy . ] 

What he takes from the 
Although they are separate , 

An ' yo ' git chew dem six piece - cut it offa de bark on de tree , if dere any 
in dere , an ' take it an ' go  to  dat s tep an ' yo ' put it dere . 

Den after yo ' gittin ' dat an ' puttin ' dat dere , say ,  "Ah want chew tuh turn 
dis j udge min ' towards me . Ah want chew tuh he ' p  me . Ah want chew t o  gain dis 
lawsuit fo ' me BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD . Have dis j udge , have all de police - have all 
de officers he 'p  me  through all mah trouble an ' take care fo ' me . "  

An '  ah bet chew yo ' will become - j es '  as sure as God is in de heaven - ah 
ain ' t tellin ' yo ' whut ah heard , ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' whut ah kin do . 

J es ' lak yo ' say ,  Dis is mah story an ' dis is mah s ong . 
Well , ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do wit dat - lis ten at me good , now . Yo ' know 

des e ole groun '  puppy when it ' s  wet - dig out de woods . Yo ' go  dere an ' dig yo ' 
' b out a halfa pint of  dem - lis ten good now - put ' em into a short pint of liquor 
an ' let ' em stay dere fo ' twelve days until dey die in de liquor . Den cut ' em 
up . Let it  be  s trong good liquor . Cut ' em up an ' put it back into a sack an ' 
s train dat liquor . Put dat liquor back in de bottle an ' let him drink it . An '  
he ' ll nevah want no mo ' liquor . 

What de moon do wit it?  Well , yo ' see dere ' s  fo ' quarters of de  moon , an' de 
moon do dat same work - de moon works by s igns . [You ] work dat work by signs . 
J es ' lak if yo ' got up in de mawnin ' , say , "Well , dere ' s some trick ah gotta turn 
fo ' a person an ' ah wanta wait till dis moon git right . "  Well , yo ' oughta know 
' zactly whut trick dat yo ' gotta  work by de signs . All right . 

All right . Jes ' lak now , if  yo ' gwine tuh tend to some [person in trouble ] ,  
yo ' go dere on de day of de young moon . I f  a person [ in ]  trouble - if yo ' wanted 
tuh go , [you ] want tuh [mus t ]  do it on dis moon . An ' dis moon goin ' [growing ] -
it  a goin ' moon an ' he turn roun ' . [ Jus t as the moon will change , s o  will your 
patient ' s  troubles chang e - disappear . ]  An '  if yo ' wanta change a person min ' , 
go dere on de day it  wanes - go  to de graveyard on de day it wanes - go to dat 
dead spirit an ' talk t o  ' em ,  tell ' im ,  "Ah 'm  heah on de right time of dis moon .  
Dere some work ah want chew tuh d o  fo ' me BY DE HE ' P OF GOD . Ah want chew tuh 
·change dis person min ' away from me . Ah want chew to  run him as fur to de eas t ,  
as i t  is tuh d e  wes t ,  BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD - at once . DON ' T LET HIM STUMBLE . LET 
HIM BE ON HI S WAY . " 

Jes ' lak dat . 
Take yo ' a gunshell an ' ring it - j es '  take a knife an ' ring de shell roun ' 

an ' roun ' . 
(Around the lead ? )  
[ I s  h e  removing lead bullet from shell or  lead shot from shotgun shell? ] 
Yeah - ring de hull one round ,  an '  den yo ' take an ' git his track an ' git chew 

nine grains of red peppah seed an '  put it into dat [ shell ] , an ' j es '  as de sun 
hide itself in de treetop , say , "Ah ' spect tuh send yo ' 'way , ah ' spect to make 
yo ' hush up yo ' mouf . "  Yo ' see , if anybody like tuh pick at chew - like to  ' tend 
to yore business , gi t into yore business an ' worry yo ' • "Ah ' spect to make yo ' 
' tend to  yore own business , BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD . Yo ' shall no t  be aworryin ' me . 
Ah • ' spect tuh run yo ' as fur tuh de eas t as it  is tuh de wes t .  Man , yo ' can ' t 
stay heah . "  Bam! [He shoots the gun . ] "Git away from heah , damn yo ' . " Throw 
dat gun down an' go on . 

( Shoot the gun off and he ' s  gone . )  
An ' if yo ' worryin ' him , he ' ll do de same as dat . 
If a pers on s teal anything from me , yo ' git  chew some biscui t , s ome fat 
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[ lighter pine ] sp Linter an ' lard . If  yo ' ain ' t  got no lard , take buttah . Jes ' 
split dat b iscuit open an ' put de buttah between j es '  lak yo ' buttah it  tub eat -
dat b iscuit an ' de  lard [or  butter ] one at de time , an ' some red onion . Make dat 
on top of it , an ' make yore wishes , ' 'Who should carry mah package from way from 
heah , BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD , let ' em  bring it b ack . " Call dem person [ like that ] , 
put tab le salt on it , an ' make yore wish an ' burn it . An '  ah ' ll bet  chew , by 
George , it won ' t  be three days - yo ' ain ' t goin ' see ' em  when dey bring it , but 
dey goin ' bring it an ' put it right where yo ' kin git  it . 

(What do you do with that fat sp Linter now? ) 
Ketch up de fire wit de splinter an ' let i t  flame - burn dat bread wit i t . 
(Hold the b read in your hand or the bread with the stick? ) 
[ I  want to  know what he does with the large s liver of  fat Lighter pine . ] 
Put it in de ashes an ' put i t  right in de  chimley hearth , an ' make de fire 

burn on top of it . See , put de b iscuit right up on top of de coals an ' make de 
fire burn on top of it [by laying the splinter over the b iscuit and coals ] . Den 
yo ' po ' dat salt on top of it . 

Go to de sto ' an ' buy a new tin plate . Listen good now . Jes ' lak if  a person 
tryin ' tub kill yo ' an ' yo ' wanta kill him an ' turn de same on him . Yo ' take dat 
new tin plate an ' git chew a brand-new money made dat s ame time - yeah . Let it 
be  a brand-new dime . Take dat dime an ' dat new tin plate an ' go to de graveyard 
an ' tell de daid , "Ah want chew tub take dis person from me . Ah ' ve got a new 
plate an ' ah ' ve got a new dime . "  An '  yo ' take an ' dig a place , lay dat t in plate 
right middleways of that grave an ' ring it  roun ' - dig dat place out good an ' set 
dat tin plate down an ' turn de bottom upside-down an ' - put dat dime down in dere 
an ' turn dat plate down on it , an ' tell ' em ,  "Ah want chew t o  carry dis down . " 
An '  dat plate , as it ' ll [b ecome ] rus ty , he ' ll s tart tub pine away - till he pine 
away , leave heah . Time hit git  rus ted , all disappear - he ' s  gone . 

Now listen - ah tell yo ' ' bout a file . But chew gotta take a col ' [ cold ]  
chisel fo ' dat - j es '  scrape , j es '  chop it  an ' scrape it . Yo 1 kin take a file , 
a brand-new file what nevah b een used fo ' nuthin yet . Chip dat dus t off de file 
like quicksilver . Take it  an ' put it  into bread , cook it  fo ' a person . Well , 
if  yo ' wanta make him sick - if yo ' don ' t  wanta kill ' em  - tell ' em , "Ah spect 
tub file yore b ody - j es '  lak dis file file offa dis thing , ah wanta file yore 
body de same way - ground up yore insides - cut up yore insides - file yore body 
fo ' whut chew tryin ' to do me . "  An ' j es '  put it in dat bread an ' let ' em eat it  
or in hominy or rice  - let ' em  eat  it . 

(That will do the trick all right . )  
Dat will do it . 
Yeah , ah kin tell yo ' ' b out dat . Yo ' kin take lodestone an ' do dis . Yo ' kin 

take lodes tone an ' put aromatic sand wit it . Co ' se ,  if  de aromatic sand wit it , 
i t ' ll charge [ the lodestone ] all de time ; but yo ' gotta put dat aromatic sand , 
keep dat aromatic sand wit it . An ' git  chew j es '  a little Hearts Co Logne an ' go 
right on - go right on wit it , j es ' wet it - make yore wishes whut chew want an ' 
put it  wit yor e money . An ' eve ' y  time yo ' spend yore money , i t  all will come 
back again - part of  it  at de time . Yo ' walk off wit dat an ' nevah pay fo ' whut 
chew git , cause it goin ' turn dere min ' b ack f rom yo ' .  But chew ' ll git mo ' money 
den yo ' evah �pend . Eve ' y  time dey make de change , eve ' y  time it  will b e  in yore 
favor . I t ' ll shure do it - ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' whut it ' ll do . 

Wit dese matches - dey kin take matches - j es '  de  nice little match an ' put it  
into watah until it  git thoroughly melt good - lis ten good now - till it  git  
thoroughly melt . Jes ' put j es '  ' b out enough s o  dat  dat  person kin eat  it , offa 
dem mat ches , but chew gotta take nine of ' em  an ' s crape de haid off an ' let it  
git  melted in de watah , an ' j es '  put it in de bread an ' let ' em  eat - an ' dey 
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won ' t be heah long . 
Well , now , yo ' take a wagon from a woman - lis ten to me good , now - but when 

yo ' go tub use it , yo ' gotta take de wheel off . Take dat front wheel off  if yo ' 
wanta turn a woman roun ' . If yo ' wanta turn her right , turn it  disaway - see 
[demons trates ] ,  turn it  disaway . But yo ' gotta git  chew a dogwood s tick an ' use 
it - an ' make two an ' two [put several s ticks tog ether? ] ,  you s ee .  Den nail it  
[ these pieces ] or somepin , or have it  [ one stick ]  big enough . Let it be  a big 
piece of wood , j es '  a cut off  de [ corners and protruding places ] an ' have it lak 
a peg-bo 'd  [pegboard = a board with holes for pegs , but he means a cylindrical 
board , a wooden spindle , that can be us ed as a peg ] and run it  [dogwood s t ick = 
axle ] in dere [ through the hub ] - put it  in dere wit dat wheel an ' den turn it . 

If  she gone away from dere , turn dat wheel - turn it  right now , if yo '  wanta 
turn her back .  [ Correction . ] If yo 1 wanta run her off , turn i t  right an ' let 
her go ' an ' if yo ' wanta bring her back ,  j es '  turn it back to de center - j es '  
turn dat wheel back . Jes ' [demons trat es ] turn it  right dere an ' ketch i t  right 
chere , j es '  s tand right where it is . If yo ' turn it so - wanta turn her back -
turn it j es '  dataway , an ' call her by her name three time an ' turn . Turn it  j es '  
about _five minute an ' stop .  Do it  dataway fo '  ·five days ,  an ' in de sixth day 
she ' ll be  dere . She ' ll wanta tub come . I f  she don ' t be in dere five days , 
she ' ll b e  dere den [ in s even? ] .  

An ' yo ' kin do a man de same way , but it  will be  a week [ s even days ] before 
h e ' ll be  back .  Yo ' does i t  a week . 

[ I  mus t  have b een unsatisfied with his wheel turning , b ecaus e I certainly 
asked him a ques t ion while machine was stopped . ]  

(To s end her away? Here ' s the wagon wheel right in front of me . To s end her 
away [demons trates ] ,  I turn the wagon wheel to my right [ clockwis e ] ; but to bring 
her back , I turn it  to my left [ count erclockwis e ] . I am facing the way that she 
went . )  
--Dat ' s  right . 

Well , j es '  lak yo ' wanta put a spell on anybody ,  yo ' kin take dat lightnin ' 
strike tree - go to de tree whut de lightnin ' strike an ' git  chew dat splinter 
offa dere , gits  it  j es ' about de leng th of a person , put it  right in front of his 
do ' way where he gotta travel . Ah don ' t care whut he doin '  or whut he wants tub 
do , yo ' goes to dat tree an ' say , "God Almighty , yo '  is a jus t  God . By yore 
power yo ' s trike dis tree , an ' ah want yore  power from dis day - from de strength 
of yo ' tub strike dis man , from dis same splinter ah put heah . "  Put a piece 
right in de center of de  road an ' put a piece right on each s ide [ three pieces ] 
j es '  about de  length of a man , an ' tell him exactly whut chew wants tub do . In 
less den five days it ' ll s trike him de same way , s trike him de same way , an ' he -
de lightnin ' ain ' t  goin ' strike him ,  but de power from dat splinter will s trike 
him ,  whut do s trike him .  ---

Git dat dus t while dat wind turnin ' roun ' dataway . 
(That whirlwind? )  
Yes , git  i t  while i t  in dere doin ' dat an ' take dat - lis ten good now - an ' 

put it  into a pocket han ' scuff an ' yo ' walkin ' by a p erson . If  dey doin ' any
thing an ' yo ' don ' t want ' em  s ee too much , yo ' walk by lak dis - j es ' lak yo ' 
s ay ,  "Good mawnin ' , "  an ' do dataway [demons trates ] an ' wipe yore f ac e - j es '  
d�taway yo ' know an ' shet yore eyes an ' shake dat han ' s cuff down . An ' yo ' goin ' 
make dem go in a whirlwind j-es ' lak dat whirlwind go round an ' round - make dem 
go foolish j es '  dataway . 

(Get them all worked up and they won ' t see you with that ? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
I t ' s  two things yo ' kin tell about dem . Ah ' m  goin '  tell yo ' ' b out both of 
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' em .  I f  yo ' fightin ' a lawsuit in co ' t  an ' yo ' can ' t git  tuh do one thing , yo ' 
kin do dat . Jes ' pass dat line by de way dat de person whut ' s  prosecutin ' yo ' by 
de j ailhous e .  Ketch dat chicken an ' let him be livin ' now . Let him be a red one 
or a j et b lack ' un .  An ' ·j es '  ketch dat feathah an ' say ,  "Ah spect tuh scatter 
dis lawsuit BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD as ah s catter dese feathah . "  He might holler but 
yo ' j es '  j erk dem feathahs an ' throw ' em away . Jes ' s catter ' em from de eas t to 
de west , den yo ' ll s catter dat lawsuit de same way . 

(Now , going back to that chicken , when you s catter those feathers . What do 
you do with that? ) 

Jes ' walk on , an ' say ,  right [by de j ailhouse ]  an ' say ,  "Ah spect tuh s catter 
dis lawsuit BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD lak ah s catter dese feathahs BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD . "  
An '  nobody kin cross me no way de ' want . Dat chicken will be  livin ' . Yo ' j es '  
s catter ' em .  Den when yo ' done s catter ' em , den yo ' g o  back an ' ki ll de chicken . 
Don ' t let dat chicken live . Den yo ' done killed de lawsuit . 

An ' if yo ' got a person plagued wit havin ' spasms , take dat b lack chicken 
feathah an ' burn it , s tart it tuh smokin ' an ' when dat burnin ' ,  put it in a 
saucer an ' while he havin ' dem spasm , j es '  hol ' yore nose  right down ovah dat 
smoke an ' dat ' ll take dat spell off him .  Soon as dat smoke go troo de nos tril , 
s traight ' way dat spell gone . 

Take dis milk from a black cow - gotta be a j et black cow . An ' if yo ' wanta -
now yo ' lis ten at me good , now - if yo ' wanta make peace with anybody , ah don ' t  
care who it is . I f  yo ' kin git  anybody tuh git a drop of dat milk into a bucket 
of  watah - don ' t  care whut kinda p ' int yo ' wanta carry - anybody , if yo ' kin git 
anybody dat work roun ' dere tuh drop a drop of dat milk in dat watah where dey 
kin git it , dat ' s  de end of it . 

(They will always be friendly with you and peaceful . ) 
Zactly .  Always b e  de bes t of fren ' s .  Don ' t care how yo ' b e  down wit ' em ,  yo ' 

be  up dere . 
Yo ' do wit a mockin ' b ird disaway . Now , yo ' lis ten at me good now , if yo ' 

goin ' into a lawsuit . Yo ' git  somebody tuh kill yo ' a mockin ' b ird - don ' t chew 
kill ' im yo ' self , git  somebody tuh kill ' im .  [To kill a mockingb ird is bad 
luck . ] An '  if anybody , any person prosecutin ' yo ' , an ' if yo ' kin git somebody 
kill dat mockin ' bird ,  gi ' it  tuh him .  Clean it , chew know , an ' pick it . Don ' t 
let him know whut kinda bird it  is an' he ' ll eat it . Soon as he eat it  - tell 
' em ,  "Ah want chew eat dat bird . Jes ' go an ' pick it - pick it clean . " Let him 
eat it . See , he  goin ' tuh dat lawsuit ,  he ' d  lie all ovah hisself - he couldn ' t  
tell nuthin s traight tuh save his life . He ' ll turn dat lawsuit - he ain ' t goin ' 
tell nuthin s traight . Don ' t care how he tell it , when he  prosecute chew , he ' ll 
tell it fifty diff ' rent way . He couldn ' t  tell it dataway [ the  true way ] . 

[The person eating the mockingbird becomes like the bird - a g reat talker , who 
imitates and mocks so much , that he doesn ' t  know the truth . I t  is a poor rule in 
mag ic that does not work both ways - eating mockingb ird egg makes a person ta lk 
p lain - see 1388 , p . 460 . ] 

Take de _dirt dauber nes ' . Jes ' lak if a person sick or got a spell on ' em ,  
why yo ' kin take dat dirt dauber an ' mash i t  up - that dirt dauber nest - an ' 
put it into a j ar of watah . Let it be clear yo ' know . Jes ' put it in dere an ' 
j es '  let ' em dsink off it . Dat ' ll cure ' em good . 

Yo ' kin take a snail - j es '  lak a person goin '  wit a woman an ' g i ' in ' yo ' 
trouble ,  anybody - take it an ' parch it up , brown good till he come hard . Come 
hard , den mash him up fine as a powdah . Take it an ' make a dus t out it an ' when 
yo ' have yore connection wit dat woman , yo ' take it an ' rub her all ovah an ' yo ' 
stay 'way from her - let dat man go  onto her . Well , dat swole him up bigger ' n  
yore haid an ' it take a man to cut ' em in two [ apart ] .  
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(That swells him up . Well , what ' s  going to happen then • • •  ? )  
Swell him up . He can ' t go back dere no mo ' .  I t ' ll las t him fo ' - oh , it ' ll 

las t him .  He ' ll nevah worry yo ' wit her no mo ' - no mo ' . 
[ Informant either misunders tood my preceding ques tion or did not  know the 

answer . I had expected the usual reply and rather common belief , that the woman 
mus t  be  killed to free the man - a myth like lex pPimae noctis . The problem of 
p . c.  in medicine and folklore I leave to experts . ] 

Well , yo ' kin take dat red ants , j es '  lak dat ants run - yo ' know , ants keep 
busy all de time . Yo ' kin take dat ants nes t an ' mix it wit gPaveyaPd dust.  
Take dat an ' mix it wit gPaveyaPd dust an ' scatter it  cross dere path , right 
where anybody gotta walk ovah an ' yo ' wanta move ' em ,  an ' tell dem ants , "Ah want 
chew tuh move dis person . " Yo ' keep dem busy - take it  an ' mix it wit dat gPave
yaPd diPt , an ' don ' t put nuthin in it but dat an ' j es '  scatter it cross dere ; an ' 
if  dey evah cross dat , dey goin ' . 

Yo ' kin take a bat fo ' a gamblin ' han ' .  But yo ' gotta kill him an ' cut his 
heart outa him .  Take his heart an ' git chew a piece o f  red silk ribbon an ' take ·dat heart out of de bat an ' sew it  up into dat ribbon an ' wear i t  roun ' yore left 
arm right where it will be [demons trates ] . ---(Up there on the shoulder? ) 

Yeah , an ' wet it  wit HeaPts Co Logne an ' nobody couldn ' t  ket ch yo ' - nobody 
couldn ' t  ketch yo ' . 

(In a gambling game? ) 
In a gamblin ' game or anything . I f  yo ' shootin ' ,  go on a-shootin ' tuh win a 

game - shootin ' crap or anything yo ' in , anything yo ' turn yo ' han ' to . 
(You ' ll be  lucky - you ' ll win . ) 
I f  yo ' want any woman , nobody can ' t  git chure luck . 
Well , yo ' kin have somepin tuh do wit a person an ' git some of  dat from outa 

him . 
( Some of that private hair? ) 
Yeah , an ' take it , wear it down right befo ' yo ' - j es '  keep it  round , j es '  

wear it  roun ' yore waist . Make a string fo ' it  tuh hang way down dere . An ' wear 
dat down dere fo ' ' bout nine days an ' do j es '  lak yo ' do wit de othah hair whut 
ah been tellin ' yo ' ' bout . Take it  off an ' wear i t  in yore shoe , an ' j es '  keep 
it in dere . Every time yo ' change yore shoe , change dat . Yo ' kin put it inside 
of  yore s tockin ' - yore socks . Wear it in yore socks an ' den put chure shoe on .  
Got ' em  to yo ' . 

Git de blood from an animal - yo ' talkin ' ' bout a cow or  a hors e or a dog . 
Well , ah ' ll tell yo ' . Jes ' lak if yo ' cookin ' - lis ten good now - j es '  lak if  
yo ' wants tuh make love or peace wit anybody . I f  yo ' kill a hog an ' he  run , j es '  
right ' fore he die , yo ' ketch some of  dat blood [or ]  of  dat cow [or ] any one [ any 
animal ] lak dat - yo ' know [ the animal depends upon ] j es '  whut yo ' want it  tuh 
do . But chew got ta tell it j es '  whut yo ' want it  do when yo ' ketchin ' it , say ,  
"Ah wanta make love wit dis woman , ah want chew tuh pizen dis woman ' s  sys tems , 
ah want chew to do sech-an ' sech a thing" - while hit runnin ' ' fore he die . When 
he die , he ' ll die wit de - wit dat . Take dat - j es '  lak de tomatoes , de tomatoes 
red . An '  take dat an ' drop it  right in dat tomatoes , an ' put dat ' matoes on dat 
ta� le in de hall when dey eat it . Dey all of  ' em  come lovin ' tuh yo ' - or anyway 
yo ' kin have de whole house stayin ' j es '  lak yo ' want it  tuh s tay .  

Yo ' take dat rattlesnake an ' yo ' make him mad an ' yo ' chop his head off . All 
dat pizen will be  in his haid right dere . Yo ' take dat haid an ' yo ' hang i t  up 
an ' let it git  dry - take it an ' beat it up lak a powder . An '  if yo ' wanta blind 
anybody ,  yo ' put dat in yore pocket han ' kercheff an ' yo ' pass anybody an ' de wind 
blowin ' . Shake it  de place [direction]  de wind blowin ' . Lak de wind blowin ' 
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dataway , yo ' try tuh meet  ' em comin ' to yo ' an ' yo ' do  de han ' kercheff j es '  lak 
dat [demonstrates ] , lak yo ' mindin ' flies - shake it . Dat ' ll go  in dey eye and 
dat ' ll blind ' em .  

Den yo '  kin take an ' put it  in whiskey an ' make yore wish , an ' yo ' kin put 
young one in ' em .  Jes ' put it in dere . Yo ' can ' t put it in nuthin but whiskey 
now . Dat whiskey will make ' em grow to a live snake in ' em .  

(Well , af ter you get those live snakes in them , i s  there any way o f  taking 
those out ? )  

Yes , sir . All right . 
Yo ' git  chew .rattlesnake mas ter - listen good now . Take rattlesnake mas ter -

now yo ' lis ten heah good , ah tell yo '  j es ' lak ah do . An '  git  chew some Blue 
Mask Paint [ =  mas cara = mask , in Spanish ] in de drug sto ' . An ' yo ' take dis 
rattlesnake master , yo ' take yo ' sulphur an ' yo ' take a new dime , a silver dime , 
j es '  one - dime dey make b efo ' de  war [World War I ] . File dat dime up wi t a 
file an ' yo ' put dat in a bottle wi t dat rattlesnake mas ter , together . Den yo ' 
take yo ' some _sut [ soot ] from de back of a chimley an ' ab out a tab lespoonful of 
soda whut chew put in bread . Listen good now . An' ab out dat much of salt , an ' 
ab out dat much of physic salt - put dem together . Den yo ' git  chew a piece of 
brims tone an ' yo ' mash it fine up into a powder . Yo ' put dat in dere . An ' yo ' 
j es '  gi ' dis - yo ' stand at de side of ' em an ' j es '  let ' em drink it . Fust thing 
yo ' know dat snake comin ' - dat snake will come up out dere t ' roat . But don ' t 
chew let dat snake git away . If  he git away den yo '  shore daid . Yo ' mus t  kill 
dat snake - j es '  kill him . Or ' less yo '  have a j ar - put in dere an ' put de top 
on him , an ' let him s tay dere - put alcohol on him an ' let de alcohol kill him . 

(If the snake got away and you didn ' t kill him . What would happen? ) 
Ah said dat person yo ' take him from , yo ' can ' t cure him . Yo ' kin take an ' 

cure him , but he ' s  dead if yo ' let him git  away . But if  yo ' ki ll him .  
(The person will get well . )  
Damn well . 
Jes ' lak if yo ' gain ' turn a trick fo ' a white person . Now , yo ' take dat 

yellah broomstraw root - yo ' look at  it , yo ' kin tell it  is yellah . [Does he 
mean , in U . S . A . , yellow broom = wild indigo , Baptisia Tinctoria? ]  Yo ' git  dat 
yellah broomstraw an· ' yo ' name it  after dat person , say ,  "Now , ah workin ' f o '  
dis white man an ' ah ' spect tuh gain dis case fo ' dis white man . "  Have dis heah 
root - because we all sticks togethah like de links of a chain . Dese fellah -
yo ' find de white  man , dey ' ll pull togethah j es '  lak de links of a chain . Very 
seldom yo ' see dem pull apart , ain ' t it?  Ain ' t dat right?  Yo ' see dem pull to
gethah . Well , a nigger , he ' ll break dat chain or git ovah it  - he ' ll try tuh 
break out from de gang , ain ' t i t ?  Yo ' know dat ' s  right . 

Well , yo ' go ' head , yo ' say , "Well , ah wants yo ' strong , "  an ' git  yo ' three 
pieces - put three of dem straw in dere , an ' yo ' go right ' hin ' [b ehind ] dat 
co ' thouse or where yo ' want dat pusson tuh git away from dere . 

[Without finishing this trick , he starts another broomstraw rite . ] 
Or if yo ' wanta run a person 'way from dere , go dere to dat person ' s  house , 

take dat - dem three piece from dat brooms traw an ' git chew some dis ole Star 
Back Devil Lye . Take some outen dat ole Star Back Devil Lye an ' take - listen 
good now - git. three piece of nat ch ' l  fire coal [ ordinary coal ] out de chimley 
[ fireplace ] ,  or charcoal , any [ either ] one , an ' put dem togethah an ' go dere , an ' 

when yo ' put it  down make yo ' three "X" right in de fo ' ks of de road where he 
gotta come out . An '  if yo ' can ' t  git  up to dey house , put it  right in de middle 
of de road an ' make dem two "X" or dem three "X" -· right in de middle of de road 
[ f ork of road ] an ' one in each pathway [ road forking off the fork ] . I f  he cross 
any one , den yo ' got him .  Git anyone offen any troub le - turn any trick fo ' him .  
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Dese ole black spider , yo ' know - dese ole black spider , yo ' know dey lays a 
aig . Yo ' ain ' t gotta wait till dey lays a aig . Yo ' j es '  take it an ' go where 
dey ' s  a well [he was going to drop spider into the well but changes his mind ] -
an ' take it  an ' if yo ' kin git close to anybody to drop it  in dey pocket - like 
yo ' playin ' an ' drop it down in dey pocket an ' let ' em  wear it - turn ' em  any 
ways yo ' want to . 

If  yo ' see a cross - whut dey make fo ' Jesus Christ  tub [ die ]  wit . Well , � 
have any idea how dey make dat cross?  Yo ' s ee how de cross made? 

(What kind of a cross ? )  
Yo ' know whut dey make whut Jesus wagged [wadd led or staggered ] wit - yo ' know 

de cross whut Jesus wagged wi t - when dey nail him tub de  cross j es '  dat way , an ' 
dey stretch his han ' wide an ' nail him tub de cross . Well , now , yo ' kin go to a 
person an ' take yo ' two bo ' ds ,  cross ' em  j es ' lak dat , an ' lay dat piece - j es '  
lak dey nai l Jesus Christ  - nail him tub de cross , nail him wit ten-penny nails . 
Dey don ' t be  no wire nails now , dey be ' s  fo ' corner [ square ]  nail but dey b e ' wire 
nails . See [demons trates ] yo ' take dem two piece an ' nail dat right togethah . 
Yo '  don ' t put none cross heah now , an ' nail one cross de center an ' one cross 
dataway . Dat ain ' t but three . S tretch dere han ' wide an ' nail dat han ' down 
an ' nai l dat ' un down , an ' nail dat cross it  so . Say ,  "Now ah ' spect fo ' yo ' 
tub wag wi t dis cros s , wi t de cros s yo ' b ear fo ' me , ah make yo ' Wag wit de same 
cross whut Jesus Christ  wagged wit , but yo ' ain ' t de manhood tub ' come it  lak 
Jesus Christ . Don ' t chew axe him tub he 'p  yo ' overcome it . Ah *m  goin ' put chew 
tub troub le ' cause yo ' put me tub troub le . "  

(Those  two boards , you make an ' "X" like that [ I  demons trate] . You don ' t put 
anything on it - j us t  those  two plain boards ? )  

Yo ' don ' t puts dis heah [ demons trates ] - yo ' j es '  cross i t  j es '  lak dat . See , 
dis is de headbo ' d  right chere , yo ' s ee . Well , yo ' j es '  take dat headbo ' d  an ' 
when yo ' cross it , yo ' cross it heah . Yo ' take dat ole piece of bo ' d  togethah 
an ' s tretch ' cross  dere j es '  nuff fo ' yo ' haid to come dere fo ' to laid it  down 
nuff fo ' yo ' haid tub go up , yo ' see . Yo ' know whut ah ' m  talkin ' 'bout . [At the 
time I did - while he was demons trating . ]  

(You don ' t put anything on those boards - you are j us t  talking to  it ? )  
Jes ' talkin ' t o  it . An ' den in de middle cross heah [demons trates ] ,  yo ' nail 

dis heah firs t - nail de foot cross lak dat . Den have de han ' s  s tretched wide 
an ' nail one nail through his hands an ' nail one through dat one - don ' t put none 
through dis heah heart . Drop it right dere . 

(You are using four nails then? ) 
No sir , three nails . Yo ' see , put one tub de foot [ two feet are crossed and 

nailed together with one nail ]  an ' one in each hand - dat ' s  three . Don ' t put 
none cross heah or none heah . Say ,  "Jesus [ In the Name of  Jesus ] , ah nail yo ' 
tub de cross lak dey nailed Jesus tub de cross . "  Dere nuthin dat yo ' cannot do 
[you , the operator , can do nothing by yourself ] - yo ' gotta axe Him . Say , "Ah 
' spect fo ' yo ' to want an ' tub wag , lak yo ' had me waggin ' an ' wantin ' . "  An ' yo ' 
take it  an ' go dere in dat road an ' j es '  take de dirt an ' make a - yo ' know , 
don ' t mattah how big de bo ' d  is , don ' t care if  it ' s  a lit tle thin bo ' d  dat ' s  
split , j es '  so  it ' s  de shape of de cross dere . See , yo ' j es '  go dere an ' throw 
it .on de naked ground , an ' drive de nail in de naked ground , j es '  so ' s  yo ' let 
dat man cross dat dere . Yo ' see , dere ' s  de devil right  in dat cross - right in 
dere , dere ' s  him .  Ketch his arm , draw his finger an ' s tick in dere , an ' drive 
de nai l in dere . "Now , yo ' UJag right dere . "  An ' he ' ll wag dere till yo ' go 
ahead . He can ' t git  away . Yo ' name dat an ' yo ' got him . 

Yo ' kin take a cootah - dis - turtle , some people call ' em .  Yo ' kin take de 
haid outa hit  an ' yo ' see dem tootses [ teeth ] dat is in dere , in his mouf ' , take 
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dem two long one - dem two long eye-too t one out . Dey call it de eye-too th on 
each s ide - one on one s ide an ' one on de o thah s ide . Yo ' take dem two tootses 
out an ' when yo ' pull dem two too tses out a leetle bit of  blood come . All right , 
yo ' know he supposed to she t his mouth up , but yo ' cut his haid open - cut dat 
haid off an ' split de haid open an ' take yore plyyers [pliers ] an ' g i t  ' em round 
dere an ' pull dat too ts out . Git  chew a p iece o f  co t ton an ' j es '  ketch i t  in dat 
blood . Take dem two teet ' an ' go to anybody house where yo ' wanta turn a law
sui t case agains t ' em - take dat piece of  co t ton an ' ketch dat little lump o f  
b lood out - wrop d a t  up . G i t  de o thah one an ' drop i t  i n  dere , wrop i t  up an ' 
chunk it underneat ' dat house an ' put chew all a s traight  mark in de front of  
yore house an ' cros s  i t . 

(You make what in front of the hous e ?  A cros s ? )  
An ' cros s  it . An '  s ay ,  "Now , yo ' s  arossed. " Ain ' t nuthin h e  kin do . Yo ' 

kin go ahead outen dere , cause dere ain ' t nuthin kin be done - any thing can ' t be 
done . 

[ I  mis s  some of  our conversation while my machine was turned off . ]  
(He ' s  been here ten years and he ' s  a white man? ) 
Ten years , yassuh .  
(What i s  his firs t name , Doator Harris ? )  
He ain ' t a doator but we j es '  call him Doator Harris . We j es '  gave him dat -

doator. Dat ' s  [Harris is ] his b irth name . Ah been heah fo ' fifteen years . 
(Well , old Doator Buz zard . Was he as good? Doator Buzzard - he was small , 

was he . )  
Yassuh , he wus all righ t , too . But dey dead - all of  ' em dead . 
( I ' ve heard about Buzzard . )  
(End of  1312 . And this is the firs t real person I ' ve had in town . He ' s  

pretty good . )  

DIVINE HEALER 

AH 'M A DIVINE HEALER 

JIS ' DE SAME AS DAT FELLAH 
KNOW HOW TUH PUT IT ON YO ' 

GOD GOT S� PEOPLE 
ABLE TO TAKE IT OFFA YO ' 

FORTY PERCENT OF DE PEOPLE BELIEVES IN "HOODOO ISM" • • •  

WHITE AND COLORED 

• 

CAUSE DEY DONE COME TUH MAH OFFICE 
FOR DAT KINDA "MESS" 

JIS ' LAK IF YO ' WANTED ME NOW 
AH WOULD MEDITATE AN ' TELL YO ' YORE BUSINESS 

BETTAH DEN YO ' KNOW YO 'SELF 

L ITTLE ROCK , ARKANSAS 

[ This elderly man , informant 89 8 , accep ts hoodooism because he s ays the B ib le 
proves the existence of witchcraft . Some of his experiences wi th the evil are 
des cribed .  I had had doators tell me about my business , but this old fe llah ' s  
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"meditation" - I didn ' t want him passing out in my presence . His es timation of 
the number of white and colored believers in this mess , I discuss at the proper 
place in the text . The two cylinders used are important beyond their numb er -
Bl2 : 6-Bl3 : 5  = 1470-147 1 . ] 

Well , ah tell yo ' . Ah 'm  a divine healah - I am a divine healah . 
(You , yourself are? ) 
Yessuh . There ' s  thousan ' s an ' thousan ' s  white an ' colored have been tub me . 

I have - de Lord has - healed thousan ' people through - by laying on han ' s , 
' cordin ' to James 5 an ' 14 . Ah kin give yo '  State an ' address of people whut 
ah healed - dat ah took fits offa - of  people dat had f its lak dogs , dat ah ' ve 
laid dese han ' s on ' em an ' read James 5 an ' 14 , an ' de Lawd delivered ' em from 
de ' fliction dey wus undah . 

(If  a person is tPieked,  you know , hoodooed or that sort of  thing , can you 
heal that type of work , too? ) 

Ah-hmmm - dere is nuthin impossible fo ' de  Lawd tub heal . Ah ' ve had lotsa 
those cases , have come tub me . There ' s  Miss  Alice W . , in Pres cott , Arkansas , 
had somethin ' run lak snakes up an ' down her throat , an ' ah laid han ' s on her 
in mah church an ' it would quit . She went on an ' didn ' t have anothah spell -
Alice W .  

David M . , his wife couldn ' t  talk - claimed 
me a write-up - ah got de papah tub show yo ' . 
ah laid han ' s on dat woman two nights . Ah wus 
teen minutes she was talkin ' an ' hadn ' t talked 
claimed she wus hoodooed. 

she wus hoodooed. White folks gi ' n  
Dey kept me dere seven nights an ' 
there fifteen minutes , an ' in fif
in nine months - an ' it wus 

(Well , now your power , is that a gift  or did you learn how to do it or what ? )  
Dat ' s  a gift  from God . 
(Well , how did you happen to  dis cover it? ) 
Ah don ' t know . White folks dat mah mothah use tab cook fer , dey tell me it 

wus a actual spirit  - dat  ah could tell things . Everythin ' dey would mention dey 
would come an ' ask me an ' ah ' d  tell ' em  why i t  wus , and fum dat s tarted me cue 
tub know dat God had somepin tub do with it . 

(Were you born in Arkansas ? )  
Bo ' n  in Louis iana - raised in St . Louis , Missouri . 
In Warren , Arkansas , where a thousan ' people ,  white and colored , saw it , it 

wus a woman there wus hoodooed ,  so dey call it . Ah don 1 t know ver ' much about 
it , don ' t believe it , but ah does believe the Bible tell yo ' that is a witch
craft . [ For witchcraft in Bible , see my comment at bottom of p . 361 ; a lso WITCH
CRAFT AND BI BLE , p . 362 . ] Dat ' s  de reason lotsa people are insance an ' don ' t know 
why and de doctahs don ' t know their troubles - fo ' [ from]  undermindin ' an ' mis
demeanors . 

Now this woman had a husban ' an ' anothah woman wanted ' em an ' she put spells 
on dis woman . Dis  woman warn ' t  able tub do her work an ' she heard of me an ' her 
pas tor ca ' ied me ovah tub her house . 

Ah as t her , "Do ' s  yo '  believe in God? "  
She say ,  " I  do . "  

� said , "If yo '  believe in God , that God is able tub heal all manner dis
eases , "  ah say ,  "ah ' ll cure yo ' on tomorrow . "  [The magie of de lay we have met so  
often .  Here the old man may have gone home to pray or t o  wait for a vision . ] 

On tomorrah ah went ovah an ' tole her who put it on her an ' when it happen an ' 
how it happened , an ' de  Lord delivered dat woman in about five minutes . She 
[ then]  went all ovah town . She [before this ] couldn ' t  use her han ' s  - j is '  dat 
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way [demons trates ] - j is '  set  dis way lak she wus crazy . By rubb ing of some 
olive oil in mah han ' s ,  ah repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer an ' read de James 5 and 14 . 
She wus healeu an ' de folks kep t me dere . 

(How did you know how this woman had been hurt ? How did you learn that? )  
De Lord showed it tub me . He showed it tub me an ' den ah to le her how long 

an ' when it happened . 
(When you want the Lord to tell you someth ing like that , j ust  what do  you do . )  
Ah would - j is '  lak if yo ' wanted me now - I would meditate an ' tell yo ' yore 

bus iness b ettah den yo ' know yo ' self . 
(You would see this in your mind - a vis ion would appear ? )  
A vis ion would appeah - dat ' s  right . 
[While my machine is stopped I ask him an unknown ques tion , perhaps about 

selling ones elf to the devi l . ] 
Now , dere is diff ' rent - ah don ' t believe in dat - ah believe in de divine 

power of God .  
Now , ah wus huPt in S t .  Louis , Missouri - mah mothah wus killed , mah sis tah 

wus hurt . Dat ' s  whut ah know . Dis woman married me an ' ah ' ve seen her huPt many 
a-people , many a-peop le - an ' ah couldn ' t  git  away . Ah ' d  quit lak dis mawnin ' 
an ' ah ' d  b e  back ' fore de sun go down . Ah don ' t ca ' whut kinda woman yo ' want , 
yo ' g i ' dat woman $ 25 an ' in three weeks yore married . [His wife was a hoodoo 
doctoP I ]  An ' de way ah got rid of dat woman , ah had tub cross de watahs an ' read 
37th Psalms , de 67th Psalms an ' 15th Psalms . Ah would fall on de flo ' an ' have 
fits . Ah would - but ah kep t a-talkin ' tub mah God an ' reading dose Scriptures . 
De Lord brought me out victorious • 

. Ah wus huPt right chere in dis town in mah church , where a Negro put stuff in 
de winder , undah mah pulpit mat and at de do ' .  She sprinkle stuff . 

(Do you know what she sprinkled? ) 
Well , some kinda powder , ah believe it  wus , but anyway ah fell out de pulpit .  

Sweat popped outen me dat day ,  but ah knowed whut tub do . Ah tole d e  deacon , ah 
said , "Git de stuff at  de do ' ,  also at  the winder an ' undah de pulpit  mat , an ' 
take it out an ' take it out an ' burn it . "  An ' de minute dey burn it ah got up -
de minute dey burned it ah got up . 

Now , those  thing s are facts . 
Yo ' want de trut ' . It  is a fac ' some can . I t  is a fac ' dat some kin - de 

Bib le speaks of it . An ' anybody [everybody ] dat say dey can do it , can ' t ,  b e
cause yo ' know dey frighten people outa dere money , but dere is some peop le kin 
actually put spells on yo ' .  As ah ' fore said , dat ' s  de reason so many people 
are insane an ' nobody don ' t  know why [what ] do dat . Dat ' s  de very reason . 

Hit wus a fellow heah no t so long ago dat ah know dat could do those things . 
He put spells on people . 

(How many people believe in that sort of  thing? ) 
Ah would say aroun ' 40 per cent - 40 per cent of de people b elieves in hoo

dooism. 
(White and colored? ) 
White and colored ' cause dey done come to mah office fo ' dat kinda mes s .  But 

ah tell ' em ah don ' t  do that . 
[ For three .other estimations of  the numb er of  white peop le b elieving in hoo

doo , see page 12 :  root-se Z ZeP of Mobile ,  lines 20-21 ; DoctoP Zorro of Norfolk , 
Va . ,  and Faith DoctoP also of  Little Rock , lines 33-37 . ]  

(They want you to do something to harm somebody? ) 
Tub harm someone else . Ah don ' t  do that , an ' ah wouldn ' t  do it  if  ah knowed 

how . Ah wouldn ' t  do it . Dere is no heaven fo ' a person do dat . 
De [dey ] bo ' a hole in a tree , any kind of a tree , an ' take a stopper an ' stop 
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those five up . 
(Those five strands of your hair . )  
Dat would run a person crazy . An '  she will not come back to her right mind 

until those five s trands have been moved . 
An '  if  a person wanted tuh run a woman crazy - dis whut dey did mah mothah . 

Dis woman went in mah mothah ' s  trunk an ' took her monthly an ' taken i t  tuh s ome 
runnin ' watah , an ' as dat watah would continue tuh run it would soon wash that 
blood out , an ' mah mothah begin tuh fade away an ' die . An ' dis woman knowed all 
about black art - she wus mah wife . She ma ' ed [married ] me an ' ah couldn ' t  he ' p  
mahself . Ah stayed wit her six yeahs . An ' talk about separatin ' an ' runnin ' 
people - she did it . I f  anybody have been aroun ' sech as that - ah have - six 
yeahs , an ' ah couldn ' t  git away - qui t lak dis mawnin ' an ' b e  back ' fore de sun 
go down .  

(Do you know anything she did to  d o  this kind of  work? ) 
Yeah . She ' d  take certain pieces an ' she ' d  git  in dat bed an ' lay flat on her 

back an ' wouldn ' t  move undah three days . How she did it , ah don ' t  know . Fact ' s  
[ the fact is ] of de bus iness ,  ah didn ' t  wanta learn it  an ' ah tole her ah didn ' t  

wanta learn ' cause dere no he�ven fo ' a pers on dat do such crimes . 
Ah went tuh Texas on a vacation from heah , Little Rock , an ' while bein ' in 

Texas , s topped at a roomin ' house , an '  at that time ah had some pamphlets of mah 
work . Ah give mah landlady one an '  den she thought of - an ' ah ' m  bein ' a divine 
healah , she thought of one of her close fren ' s  that had a cancer on de breas t . 

She said , "Will yo ' go ovah ? "  
Ah said , "Yes . "  Ah said , "But ah don ' t  ca ' tuh d o  any work b ecause ah ' m  heah 

on a res t . " 
She said , "Well , ah want dis woman tuh see yo ' . " 
Well , ah went ovah an ' ah talk wit de woman wit de cancer an ' tole her how 

long she had been sufferin ' wit de cancer . All right . Ah as t her if  she got 
any faith . 

She said , "Yes . "  
Ah said , "Ah don ' t care if yo ' ain ' t  got it in me ; if yo '  got it  in God , God 

will heal yo ' ! ' Dis was Mis ' [Mrs . ]  Gray . Ah gave her some healin ' pads ,  as t de 
Lord tuh bless it , sanctify it fo ' a cert ' in purpose an ' tuh heal de body , an ' 
it  healed dat woman ' s  cancer . She got up outa the b ed . Well , that wus the firs t 
miracle that wus done . 

(Those pads , did you make those yourself ? )  
Yessuh . 
( I s  there a secret in how you make them? ) 
No suh . 
(How do you make them? ) 
Jis ' take some gauze ,  plain gauze , an ' pray ovah de oil an '  po ' de oil on de 

gauze . Dis heah bandage dat chew have , go roun ' yore haid - tape lak - an ' den 
dat placed ovah de cancer . An ' this woman wus healed by the power of God through 
those pads . Dat wus mah firs t miracle . 

Well , den dey spread it  abroad dat ah healed Mrs . Gray . Well den , ah said , 
"Ah want all de s ick people , b lind people come to de church . "  S o  dey came to  de 
chu,ch . All right . Ah read de Bible [ the Apocrypha of ] an ' where tole [ab out ] 
de young man tuh take a certain part of a fish an ' ' noint his fathah ' s  eyes an ' 
dey would come open [Book of Tobit 11 : 10-14 and 6 : 4 , 8 ] . Ah said , "If  yo ' all got 
faith , ah ' m goin ' try yo ' eyes tonight . "  An ' ah took dat gall of  dat fish an ' 
' noint dat woman ' s  eye an ' it  came open . 

Dat wus mah second miracle in Texas . 
(Well , how did she happen to get fixed that way? ) 
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Powder dat someone rubb ed ovah her eyes an ' cause her tub go blind , an ' the 
power of God delivered her through dat fish . Well , de white folks kep t me dere 
six months . Well , den dey sent me tub Prescott , Arkansas . 

An ' dere ' s  Dave M .  - his wife couldn ' t  talk - hadn ' t  talked in nine months . 
Heah ' s  mah - right heah ah got it in de newspapah tub show yo ' dat ah 'm  tellin ' 
you de truth . 

[He mus t have showed me a clipping . Why do I no t comment to microphone or say 
something to him? Surely I had s topped my machine to examine the clipping , said 
some thing to him , but did no t find the notice worth reading aloud to the micro
phone . His continuation indi cates that there was a pause , that he is repeating 
before continuing . ]  

So dey sent me there . White people an ' colored s ay ah couldn ' t  do nuthin . Ah 
say ,  "Ah cain ' t do a thing , " ah said , "but God kin do all things . "  

Ah said , "All right , sis tah , come on out chere . "  Ah said , "This thing is not 
done in corners - it no secret . "  Ah said , "Ah don ' t believe in no hoodoo mess . 
Ah don ' t  want any dem fellows roun ' heah . Ah said , "Bring me some yore olive oil 
out de house . "  Dey brought me olive oil an ' ah rubb ed on her throat an ' laid 
dese han ' s  on her an ' pray fo ' her , an ' s tood back fur ' ' den [ farther than] dat 
_do ' [points ] . Ah said , ' 'Tell dese people good evenin ' . "  Ah said , " Say it 1�. "  

She said , "Good evenin ' everybody . "  
Now , dat wus a plan of God of really gittin ' dose people out from undah dey 

enemy dat dey po ' sesed wi t - by knowin ' how . If  yo ' don ' t  know how , yo ' cain ' t .  
Jis ' de  same as dat fellah know how tub put it  on yo ' , God got some people ab le 
tub take it offa yo ' .  Yo ' unders tan ' ?  De devi l is mighty an ' God is almighty . 
De remedy wus tub s top those  things or subdue those  things . Ah ' m  qui te sho ' yo ' 
wanta know that dere is some remedy , an ' dere is lotsa fakes lak there is in 
everything else . 

(End of 89 8 . )  

CROS SED KEYS AND VISIONS 

AH 'M '?9 • • •  

BORN GIFTED, BORN WIT A SIGN • • •  

MAKE MAH OWN MEDICINE AND DOCTOR PEOPLE • • •  

WORKS WIT PEOPLE DAT GITS IN TROUBLE 

AH FOUND DAT KEY UNDAH A ROCK 

FAYE'ITEVILLE , NORTH CAROLINA 

[Ppetty haPd WoPk is how my final comment des cribes this man , informant 1431 , 
as soon as he had lef t the room . He was a spiPi tua Z and a see-eP - no t a seer . 
His spiPi ts I could more or less handle ; his visions I found difficult - see my 
trans criber ' s  comment ab out one of the latter which she does not trans cribe . 
During a long .hot afternoon I tried to salvage the bes t  of him by fr equently 
turning on and off my Telediphone ; the seven cylinders used not indicating the 
amount of time . As I look back in this particular ins tance I should have let the 
cylinders roll , ignoring the tremendous prob lem of trans crib ing them . Surely 
this elderly man ' s  60 years in the wi tchcPaft business deserved better treatment . 
In fact , alone making the interview wor th-while is his amazing account of how he 
diagnosed one man ' s  ailment . The cylinders are Cl001 : 1-Cl008 : 1  = 2482-2489 . ]  
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Ah ' m  79 ,  an ' ah works mah business wit de work of  gif ts . Ah ' m  gifted - born 
gifted , born wit a sign . Ah make mah own medicine an ' doctor people . An '  den 
ah works wit people dat gits in troub le ,  lawsuits an ' all sech things . 

Dere ' s  certain things is done by gift , ah generally do ' s .  Ah wus born wit a 
cross mark on mah forehead an ' ah wus twenty yeahs befo ' ah e�ah come in contact 
with any workin ' .  Blas ting rock way back in mah home ah found dat key undah a 
rock , s trange form .  Ah work that key fo ' everything . [He shows the key . ] 

(They are doub le keys - the keys that are crossed . )  
[This is probab ly Saint Peter ' s  key , the crossed keys of the papal arms . See 

also , SAINT PETER ' S PROTECTION KEY , p . 640 . ] 
Ah worked everything by dem - don ' t care if  yo ' in a lawsuit or whut . Ah 

don ' t give yo ' no roots . Don ' t make no hand tuh send yo ' . 
(You found this key ? ) 
Yes . 
(You had a mark on your forehead , you say? ) 
One lak dat - de mark o f  dat [ crossed ] key - right in mah forehead . 
[Because there was no aross mark on mah fore head and he did not show me one , .!. 

assumed he was not speaking about an ordinary b irthmark but about some prominent 
cross ing in the web or netting of that part of the amnion forming the caul ; the 
latter more often being called vei l and less often bundle in my experience .  To 
show what  powers my informant possessed , I quote three beliefs : "I f your caul at 
birth was covered by a web - a course piece of netting - you have a greater power 
of second sight than the person born with only a caul" (No . 30 21) . "Those  who 
were born with a caul and two webs ins tead o f  one web as described in the pre
ceding belief can always talk to ghosts"  (30 2 2 ) . "I was born with two vei ls 
and everything I dream comes true , for anything you dream will always come true 
when you are born with two vei ls ( 30 23)  - FACI , 2ed . , p . l3 7 . I sugges t that my 
informant ' s  cross mark was a crossing , prominent or thought to  b e  such , in the 
reticulation o f  the amnion . The supers titious midwife , professional or amateur , 
was always looking for marks and signs at birth . ] 

(And then later on you found this [double key in form of a cross ] ? ) 
Yeah , aftah twenty yeahs . Now , ah wus born wit dat mark on mah forehead . Ah 

found dat key undah a rock where we ' s  b las tin ' one day ,  I an ' daddy . We went 
back to take up de rock an ' we found dat key , an ' it wus j es '  as b right as it wus 
today . An ' ah kin do everything ah want . Ah kin work business by that ring .  

(That little ring on the end ? )  
Ah kin work diff ' rent obj ect , ' cordin ' t o  whut yore case is . Ah kin work that 

mach an ' ah kin work dis heah key up heah - j es '  ' cordin ' to whut de case is . 
(You use various parts of that key for different cases ? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Well , suppose you had a case like this - this woman wants to make this man 

come back to her . ) 
I f  de woman wanta make de man come back to her , draw dat key an ' make dat 

woman write her name right heah across de top of it , see . Write her husban ' name 
down heah right down undah de key heah , an ' den when yo ' do dat yo ' call dat man 
on dis side - call his name whut yo ' want him tuh do . Yo ' want him tuh come 
bacJt , j es '  say ,  "John , git up in de mawnin ' .  John , ah want chew tuh come home . "  
An '  j es '  be sho ' dem three not ches on dere - dey unlock , dey untie - an ' John 
come . If it tain ' t  so , ah hopin ' tuh die . 

(What do they say about the foot track? ) 
Well , yo ' git  his track an ' yo ' take de track an ' put it in runnin ' watah to  

run ' em off  from dere . 
Well , let me tell yo ' true . So fur as about puttin ' de tracks in de runnin ' 
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watah , yo ' kin take every track dey is dat a man kin make , an ' yo ' kin go dere 
an ' put it  in runnin ' watah , an ' if yo ' ain ' t got it  in some place dat will 
confine dat track an ' de othah things put wit it in dat track , to  make dat 
draw , j es ' as well let de man go on makin ' tracks outa  de dirt . 

(What are they supposed to  put with that track to g ive it power? ) 
Yo '  take dey track - it gotta b e  three tracks - dat ' s  called grains .  Yo '  

gotta take three tracks this way [demons trates ] .  Yo '  take de track from de heel , 
though , but yo ' mus t have a sharp edge , somep in to take up dat track , or git a 
new piece of  shingle .  Take a new shingle an ' j es '  scale it up [ like scaling a 
fish ] - don ' t dig it deep , s cale it up to de toe . Take three of ' em . Take an ' 
put it in a new rag , dat ain ' t been sewed . Put it in dere . Den yo ' go an ' git 
chew some sulphur , some red peppah an ' put it in dere , an ' a lil ' gunpowder an ' 
put it in dere , an ' den put it in a bottle where it will stand on de watah - it 
won ' t sink .  See , yo ' put it in a b lack bottle . An '  yo ' put it in dere an ' stop 
it  up right tight so  de watah won ' t g it into it , an '  walk to de watah . When yo ' 
git to de watah turn yore back to de watah , de way de stream goin ' an ' call de 
person name , hold it up befo ' yo ' dat way [demonstrates ] an ' call de person name . 

(You hold the bottle before your eye . )  
Yes , j es '  dat way an ' wit yore back tuhwards it an '  call his name , an ' tell it 

whu t chew want , "Ah want him tub go an ' don ' t nevah return back heah no mo ' • " 
An ' j es '  throw on back in de watah ovah yore shoulder an ' let it strike in de 
watah an ' go on . Don ' t follow it - don ' t chew look back ' tall . Dat ' ll do de 
work . If it don ' t do de work , ah ' ll give yo ' mah life . 

(You take three tracks up , one track right after the other? ) 
Yessuh , right aftah de othah . 
Yo '  kin make a woman love yo ' an ' yo ' kin tie a woman to yo ' .  Yo '  kin take 

two dimes , j es '  take yo ' two dimes an ' yo ' put dem two dimes - yo ' g it holt of  
mah hat - git holt of  de fellah hat an ' yo ' rub dem dimes - lay dat hat  in dere 
an ' pull dem dimes back ovah de hat dataway [demons trates by making a cross 
mark ] , an ' put dem dimes right together dere . An' take yo ' a piece of lode
s tone - ah mean lodestone , ah don ' t mean foolishness . Yo '  git  de lodes tone an ' 
yo ' have to go to some place an ' j es '  put [ something? ] an ' take some of yore hair 
an ' put wit it . See , put some of yore hair wit it an ' den yo ' wind it back up 
dis way , bring it  to yo ' all de time , an ' sew dat up right good . Sew it up right 
good , an ' drop dat down in a little bit of a bottle about dat long . Take dat an ' 
set it  down in yore house some place , hang it down in yore closet somewhere . She 
follow yo ' till she dies . 

(What do you wrap that dime and hair in , some piece of cloth or something ? )  
Jes ' a lil ' piece of cloth - j es '  a little piece . 
( If  you want to get rid of the woman? ) 
Jes ' untie it - j es '  untie dat thing , an ' yo ' kin take dat dime an ' go an ' 

spend dat dime an ' den take dis little bottle dat long , an ' j es '  make a cross 
mark on dat an ' throw de hair up in dat away . An ' she goin ' tub leave yo ' on 
de run . 

(What do you do with that dime that you make that cross on? ) 
Yo '  take dat dime an ' yo ' keep dat dime . 
On de same �actice lak ah ' m  showin ' to yo ' ,  yo ' kin take dis . Dat man. is 

runnin ' up heah . He s tays at dat woman ' s  home any time be ' s  dere - any time . 
She came to me an ' say ,  "Ah want yo ' tub stop him . " 

Say , "All right . "  Say , "Does he stay wit yo ' any times ? Has he got any 
clothes dere ? "  

Say ,  "Yes , his clothes are dere , yes . "  
"Well , yo ' go home an ' cut me a piece out of his underwear , out de seat of his 
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underwear , ' bout as big as a dollah an ' bring it  back tub me . "  
Well , yo ' go  an ' yo ' take that thing an ' put it  in a new rag - j es '  lay it  

[ in] dat  new rag an ' sew it up lak ah tole yo ' ' bout de dime , j es '  put it in 
dere an ' put some lodestone to  it . Put chew some lodes tone to  it  an ' git yo ' 
de pure powders - yo ' heah ' em  talk of  dis heah dragoon ' s  [ dragon ' s ]  blood . Git 
dat dr-agoon 's pOLUder an ' put it  in wit it  an ' put it  in dere , an ' j es '  say ,  "Ah 
don ' t  intend tub kill So-an ' -So , "  an ' yo ' wind dat thread around it . Wear dat 
right roun ' dey waist  an ' she ' s  goin ' stop him .  An ' if dat don ' t  stop him in 
24 hours . 

Suppose a man had a liquor still somewhere , makin ' whiskey an ' he didn ' t  want 
de law or anybody dere , yo ' d  come down dere an ' git  chew two horseshoes . Yo ' got 
a s till down dere - got a s till dere . Git chew two horseshoes , ole horseshoes , 
an ' yo ' go down den an ' cut chew - yo ' fix it  so  dat . - a fat- lighter [piece of  
fat- lighter pine ] ' bout dat long . Cut it  round an ' round an ' make nine notches 
in it . 
·------u fat- lighter peg . )  

A fat- lighter peg - makes nine notches in dat , an ' yo ' kin put dat down 
diff ' rent parts . _Go to  de still [ demonstrates ] an ' turn yore back to de s t ill 
an ' step five steps , walk from dat s till an '  dig yo ' a lil hole about as fur as 
dat . See , j es '  go down dere an ' spread out a place right good all along dere , 
an ' put dis down in dere an ' put de dirt back ovah it  - put de horseshoe right in 
de bottom of dis hole an ' put dat peg in dere , right down in dere . 

(Put the peg right into the center of the horseshoe . )  
Yes . An ' yo ' cover dat up den . An '  den yo ' take de othah an ' go round de 

backway where yo ' come in - where yo ' come in lak dat , an ' yo ' put de othah one 
down de same way . Heah ' s  de fo ' ks of  de road ovah heah now , where de road comin ' 
up . Yo ' go dere an ' take yo ' two han ' file an ' one peg . 

(What kind of  a peg? ) 
De same kind . 
(The same fat- lighter peg? ) 
Yes . Make nine notches in i t  an ' cross it in de toR ·  
(Make a little cross on toR of the [at- lighter Reg ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' goin ' set dat right down j es '  lak dat [ demons trates ] in de fo ' ks 

of de road , an ' when yo ' do dat , set yo ' one of  de file heah an ' turn it j es '  
dataway , an ' turn dis one disaway an ' make ' em cross demselves , an ' let ' em be  
right ovah dat peg . An '  ah bet  chew cain ' t  no police or law walk ovah dat . 

(You do that at the forks of the road that ' s  near this s t ill? ) 
Yes . 
(You put these two files across , right across that fat- lighter peg? ) 
Yessub . When de peg go down - here ' tis . [ Demons trates . ]  Set chure fo ' ks 

disaway - [ I  mean] set chure files disaway . 
(Your files lean - they lean toward each other , but the files will cross while 

they are leaning toward each other? ) 
Dat ' s  so , dey ' ll come right dataway . 
(They lean right over that peg? They are leaning up agains t the peg? ) 
Yeah . 
(This st ory about the dates and stars - very hard to make sense out of it . )  

[ C�mment by my trans crib er who did not trans cribe the s tory, but we have some
thing similar later . ] 

Ah tell yo ' whut chew do when yo ' down befo ' de j udge . Dey got yo ' ' rested 
yo ' know , an ' dey got chew down dere an ' dey want git  chew off . Yo ' come t o  me 
tub git chew off . De bill dey plannin ' try yo ' - dey can ' t  try yo ' until dey 
find a true bill in de grand j ury room .  All right . [ He demons trates . ]  De j udge 
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is ovah heah in a b ig room - de b ig co ' troom . An ' heah ' s  de grand j ury room -
dey ' s  be in heah . De j udge can ' t try yo ' an ' settle anything in dis case ; depend 
on de j ury all round heah . Heah ' s  State ' s  man settin ' ovah heah an '  heah ' s  de 
j udge settin ' up heah . 

De State settin '  heah an ' de j udge ovah heah . Well , ovah heah are all de -
dey put j ury ovah on yore s ide an ' de State ' s  on dis one , facing dis way . 

Well , all right , heah is de grand j ury room ovah heah an ' dey ' s  waitin ' . 
De witnesses is gone in de grand j ury room to tes tify to make out a b ill . Dey 
weighin ' de b ill . De way yo ' do to cut de witness tes timony by dis - yo ' s catter 
dis witness tes timony an ' draw yo ' somepin lak dis key heah - see , on a piece of 
papah , an ' when yo ' do , make yo ' cross heah . Make yo ' a cross right in de middle 
of it heah , an ' den when yo ' do , dat crossin' dat g rand j ury room up .  Heah ' s  one 
witness ovah heah an '  when he come in he ' ll make anothah diff ' rent testimony . 
Well , all right . When dat one come in he make anothah diff ' rent tes timony . 
Well , dey can ' t find a true thing in dere because dey differ . Yo ' set down heah 
aftah yo ' done send de man off an ' he got ta meet co ' t . Yo ' set down heah de day 
of co ' t  open . Yo ' set in dat co ' t  every mawnin ' - git up an ' set in dat co ' t .  
Heah ' s  three witnesses an ' heah come dese officers dat done ketch dat man at his 
s till , dat got him in dis . Yo ' make a mark fo ' every one de officers , an ' make 
a mark fo ' anothah one ovah heah disaway , an ' yo ' make a mark fo ' dis othah one 
down heah agin - dem three . An '  den yo ' cross every one of ' em - j es '  cross ' em 
heah - j es '  cross ' em dataway . An ' dey can ' t ' gree in de grand j ury room . Yo ' 
can ' t do dat , as ah tell yo ' befo ' , wit a root . A root don ' t do no good . 

[While my machine is turned off , the informant returns to the defendent before 
he appeared in court . ]  

(This prisoner , as he walks in the dirt . Well , who is to get that dirt ? ) 
Why his sis ter or his brother or his wife , somethin ' . 
(And they take the dirt - from either foot? ) 
Take it from de right feet . Draw it from de toe - de way yo ' goin ' , dataway 

[ demons trates ] ,  yo ' goin ' in de co ' troom , an ' yo ' j es '  goin ' to hold him from 
goin ' tuh co ' t , yo ' j es '  draw dat wit de fifth step , now . Yo ' let him make five 
s teps , an ' when he make de fifth s tep , draw it up back to de end of de toe thata
way , an ' j es '  throw it ovah that way an ' let him go right on to de co ' troom . 

(Throw it back toward the house? ) 
Yes , throw it back towards de do ' .  
(That means he ' ll come back home . )  
Tell yo ' whut dey do wit de graveyard dirt . De graveyard is only used as an 

argument - dey use it  but dey don ' t believe in it . I t ' s  de work 'craft [witch
craft ] work , dat do ' s  something . 

Now , ah 'm  goin ' tell yo ' somethin ' ' bout de graveyard . 
Dey way ah do , an ' de way yo ' ll have tuh do if yo ' wanta do somethin ' . Yo ' go 

to de graveyard , but it mus t be a woman ' s  grave . Yo ' j es '  go dere an ' j es '  go 
right down into de grave [ demons trates everything ] .  

(Down to the elbow . ) 
Yes . Den yo ' git chew a halfa gallon j ar fulla watah an ' leave it open dere 

at night . Set dat j ar of  watah down in dat grave an ' put three cents in it . 
(Where do you put this j ar? ) 
Down in de•hole dere in de grave . An ' put three cent in de j ar of watah an ' 

set  it down in dere an ' walk off . De next mawnin ' go back an ' git it . Yo ' git  
that up an ' yo ' kin - any work yo ' do - dat  will break up all  dat 'craft work . 
Jes ' go along an ' j es '  take dat j ar an ' wet de person ' s han ' s  wit it , wipe it 
down dataway [ demons trates ] .  -- (You wipe the person ' s  hands down with that water . )  
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Yes , wipe ' em down wit dat watah . An ' den po ' a little in yore han ' dataway 
an ' s tart back heah an ' bring it ovah yore haid [ demons trates ] .  

(From the b ack of  your neck , right  over your head , right down in front of  your 
face , right down your body .  This is to take off any o f  that ' craft work - to 
cure a pers on , that is if a person has been hurt with that graveyard dirt . )  

Yes , take it  off . An ' if it  don ' t  take it  off , ah ain ' t  se ttin ' heah . [ A  
number of  informants used this expression . ] 

( In the old-time what did people used to call all this sort of work? What 
did they call that ? )  

Dey called it  witchcraft . 
Sometime de people called it cunjurin ' ,  de ole-time people . 
(Did they ever call it  hoodoo years ago ? )  
D e  hoodoo? Now , dese late yeahs dey call it hoodoo . 
(Well , how did thos e old people learn that ? How did those old-timers learn 

that work? ) 
Dey learned it  j es '  from - dere ' s  always been doctors on wisdom an ' witches . 
[While my machine was stopped , he said modern practitioners learned from books 

and did not know much . ] 
(These fellows that are doing this work now , they get  it all out of  books ? 

They don ' t  know anything els e but what they get out of  a book? Take the book 
away from them and they don ' t  know anything? )  

Don ' t  know a thing tuh tell yo ' .  Dey han ' s  is tied . 
[Once again my machine is  stopped for the reas on given in my final comment . ]  
(These houses that sell things . )  
Yes . Ah got in tetch wit ' em an ' dey send me a whole lotta books . Ah didn ' t  

have any part of  de  books . Dat book will tell you dat , "We don ' t  guarantee , but 
we ' 11 sell yo '  dis book . 1 1  

[Only two or three persons among my informants ever pointed out to me the 
customary mail-order-house warning , "We do not guarantee . " ]  

I f  ah set down an ' had a son ,  or ah had a nephew , or so wus yo ' , an ' yo ' come 
tuh take lessons from me an ' practice wit me , yo ' kin do whut ah do . 

Well , now , heah ' s  anothah man 'way yonder .  Now , yo ' ain ' t  practiced undah 
him .  

(Have you ever had people practice with you? ) 
Yeah - ah ' ve have [had ] . Ah ' ve had diff ' rent fellah dat really got onto it 

j es '  lak me . 
Ah ' ve seen that thing tried , throwin ' de aigs ovah . 
(Throwing them over the house? ) 
Yes . Lotta people throw de aigs ovah de house . Ah ' ve seen that tried . 
Well , now lis ten good - dis is one thing , a common thing . Yo ' kin take a aig 

an ' yo ' kin wish ovah dat aig , but if  ain ' t  somepin tuh go wit dat aig tuh give 
it sech powah , it  ain ' t  no good tuh chunk dat aig ovah dere . 

(Well , could you put power in that egg to throw it over that house . Could it  
work then? ) 

Yes , if yo ' wanted tuh drive dem 'way from dere , i f  yo ' wanted dat person outa 
dat house . Why? Because he ' s  makin ' hell , he ' s  trouble . Well , yo ' want tuh 
move that trouble .  All right . Yo ' goes down to de graveyard an ' git chew a 
li� le dirt down de side of  a grave , down in de grave of a man - you gotta go to 
three graves tuh git of men . 

[Three graves of  men is as unique as his preceding grave of  a woman . ]  
(Go to three graves of  men? ) 
Yeah . Then go to a white man ' s  grave an ' git  his ' n  an ' tell ' em whut chew 

want done ; j es '  speak to him whut chew want done . Jes ' go down deep enough to 
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git  up j es '  about dat much each time , an ' yo ' go on to a crook ' s  grave an ' do de 
same thing , an '  let de las t grave be a woman ' s .  Go to a woman ' s  grave an ' git 
dat dirt , de same kind of  dirt , an ' den go . 

[Nowhere else did I hear about the three preceding graves . ]  
(You go to a white man ' s  grave and then a colored man ' s  grave and then a 

woman ' s  grave . I s  the woman colored or white? ) 
Yeah - well , eithah one of ' em .  An '  yo ' go dere an ' tell ' em ,  "Boss , sech

an ' -sech a pers on live in sech- an ' -sech a house an ' ah want yo ' tuh git ' em  outa 
dere . Git ' em  outa dere - in three days ah want ' em  outa dere . "  An '  aftah yo ' 
goin ' to three graves , well all right . Den yo ' go an ' take dat aig - take three 
aigs an ' set ' em right down on de tab le an '  pick a little hole in de end of ' em ,  
an ' set  down an ' hold dat aig up an ' po ' a little of dat dirt in dat hole , in all 
three of  dem aigs . Then yo ' go to dat house dat night an ' throw dem . 

(Throw the eggs on the house . The three of them all at one time ? )  
No , make three throws . Yo ' throw dat aig ovah dere an '  s ay t o  it , "Git out . "  

Take de othah one , "Git out . "  An '  de othah , "Ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh git out . "  
Dat ' s  de las t one . Turn yore back on it an ' walk right on off . Dey goin ' 
leave dat house . 

[The three periods - after the preceding las t word house in trans cription -
show that here I turned off my Telediphone . Here also is a good place to explain 
visually and by consecutive notes my on-and-off method used either to solve the 
prob lem of trans cribing a colossal amount of material or to curtail verbosity , 
lies and worthless matter . While my machine was res ting , I also - some of these 
interviews continued for hours - he des cribes a rite and concludes with the one
line following s tatement . ]  

Dere diff ' rent things yo ' see dat work in dat . 
[Once again I stop my machine - after one sentence ! My comment at the end of 

the interview will sugges t an answer to Why? But I soon ask a ques tion . ] 
( I f  they want to make two people fight?  Confusion? Well , what would they do? 

How would you make them fight ? )  
Put i t  together an '  put i t  in de path where dey ' d  have tuh walk ovah it , or 

j es '  go an ' bury it in de ground where dey walkin ' . 
(What were those three things ? )  
[ I  am asking him to redes cribe the rite los t by turning off the machine . ]  
De sulphur , de gunpowder an ' de peppah - red cayenne peppah . Take a teaspoon

ful of  de cayenne peppah an ' put in dere an '  put a half of de quantity of sulphur 
in dere an ' half of de quantity of gunpowder [ this is a magic rite of diminishing 
amount ] ,  an ' put it  right in dere an '  mix it up , an ' put it in de hole where 
dey ' s  goin ' walk , an ' dem people walk ovah it . I f  dey don ' t fight , den ah ain ' t 
heah . It  break ' em up • 
---yo '  kin take a cat an ' a dog - yo ' go an ' ketch a dog an ' s it down an '  clip de 
hair right dere in de end of  his tail an ' take a little p iece out de top of his 
haid . An '  den take a cat an ' cut off de end of her tail an ' take de dog hair an ' 
put it together , an ' yo ' needn ' t put nuthin else together wit dat but a leetle 
gunpowder . An '  yo ' kin go an ' take it  an ' lock it up - an ' in s toppin ' it  up yo ' 
s top it up an ' dat cause tuh confine dem . An '  if  it  don ' t do de work , yo ' ain ' t 
settin '  heah . 

(What will that do? )  
I t  will  hold a woman home or a man home j es '  as hard an ' tight as kin b e  [ and ] 

have dif f ' rent people aroun ' dere , an ' dey ' ll fight fo ' one nothah j es '  lak a dog 
will fight or a cat will fight . 

(You mean they will  fight each other? ) 
No , anything dat come in dere , ovah it - agains t dat person both [ of them ] an ' 
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den dey boths link together an ' fights dat - lak de p ' liceman . 
(They s tick to each other? ) 
Yessuh . Dey sho ' do . 

1055 

Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoe - heah ' s  somebody goin ' off an ' ah want ' em s tay 
home , roun ' heah . I t ' s  a woman an ' ah want her s tay home . Jes ' git  hold of some 
of her ole shoes - some of her ole shoes dat she done wore an ' git  three of  dem 
an ' turn de toe of dem right dis way undah . Take an ' git chew some table salt 
an ' put it in dat shoe dere , put i t  in dat way - one on one s ide of  de do ' an ' 
one right in front o f  de do ' pointin ' lak dat . [He has been demons trating . ]  
See . 

(Pointing to the hous e . ) 
Yeah . Put ' em down right s ide de back do ' an ' cover ' em up , an ' go on [ to 

each shoe and say ] , "Ah don ' t  want yo ' s tay from roun ' dis house no mo ' . "  
[Here I mis s ed one of the many ques tions I failed to ask - why the back door? ] 
(You put one at each side ? )  
Yeah , each s ide de do ' s teps . 
(How many shoes do you use ? )  
Yo ' use three o f  ' em .  
[This c ons tant repetition of things I already know may become monotonous to 

readers , but it is a many-s ided device - for checking veraci ty - making certain 
I have facts somewhere should recording become spotty , almost  inaudib le o r  
totally so - and t o  keep the conversation go ing while changing cylinders or i f  
a tens ion or uncertainty develops o r  is likely to arise - and other reasons . ]  

(What do you do with the th ird shoe? ) 
Dere ' s  got ta b� three things in it ' fore yo ' kin ' complish anything . 
(You are us ing three shoes , aren ' t  you? Well , what do you do with that third 

shoe? You have one on each s ide of the doo r .  What do you do with that third 
shoe ? )  

De third shoe de one dat goes - lis ten .  Heah ' s  de fus t shoe , de s econd shoe , 
an ' de third shoe [ demons trates ] .  

(They are right in a row in front of the door . )  
Yeah . 
(One is  in front of the door and one is  on each s ide o f  the door . )  
Dat ' s right . 
(And they are all pointing back toward the house . )  
Pointin ' in de house . 
( That keeps her home - keeps her from running around ? )  
Yeah . 
(They put sulphur in the sock and bury it in the hearth? ) 
Bury it  in de hearth . Go up dere to de fireplace an ' take up one o f  de b ricks 

an ' kiver it dataway . An ' j es '  take a lit tle ' s immon [persimmon ] switch , lak 
dat , an ' yo ' split it an ' put i t  in each one o f  dem sock .  Jes ' enough in dere to 
split it , an ' yo ' let i t  open an ' lay dem socks down in dere , an ' i f  dat don ' t  
make ' em  s tay home [ I  ain ' t  settin ' here l ] .  

( That makes them s tay home . After you get that pers immon switch you b reak it  
up then and t i e  it  in there ? )  

Yeah . 
l "No ,  stupid , "  h e  should have said . The persimmon switch is not b roken up and 

tied ; it is split for a short dis tance at the larger end and the edge of the two 
socks held together is inserted into the split . The two parts of the split 
springing back together ho ld the socks tightly . Socks and switch are buried in 
the hearth ho le and the removed b rick res tored to its original pos ition . ] 

(Did you say they do more o f  this work now? ) 
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Well , ah beli eves dey do de wo rk now mo ' - dey ' s  wo rkin ' wi t de mens an ' 
wimmins . De bigges t workers is wimmins mos t , git tin ' dere sweethearts back , � 
b reakin ' up dis ' n  or dat ' un - dis girl an ' her sweetheart - bringin ' back dat 
man, or dat man ' s  wi fe gone , or dat husb an ' is gone an ' dey want ' em  back .  

(Well , did they used to have as much trouble years ago ? Did men and women 
have that much trouble ? )  

No . 
CThis is j ust in re cent years ? ) 
Ye- as . 
(There is a lo t of  troub le now? ) 
Dere lo tta wus [wors e ]  troub le now - lot ta wus trouble den dey us ed tuh be . 
In fac ' ah ' ve done dis heah . Well , a fellah tried tuh do me a mighty mean 

tPi ak one time . He wus a young man , t ried tuh do me a mighty mean tPiak . 
Ah wus - mah first wi fe - ah wus married twi ce . Ah wus married mighty young 

then ; ah wus ' bout nineteen yeah ole then when ah wus married an ' de girl she wus 
qui te young , she wus 'bout fifteen , an ' ah wus livin ' ovah dere [ some ne arby 
place mentioned while machine turned o f f ] . An ' dere ' s  a young fellah roun ' dere 
an ' he wanted tuh spo ' t  wi t mah woman - spo ' t .  Well , ever ' time she be roun ' , go 
tuh church an ' so on . 

She said to me one time , said , "Looki t heah , ah 'm ti  ' ed of  dat boy j es '  comin ' 
a-worryin ' me - he know ah 'm rna ' ied . " 

Ah s aid , "Well , ah ' ll go an ' tell him somepin ; den if  he don ' t  do dat , ah ' ll 
stop him easily . " 

So  ah s aw him dat Sunday , so  ah tole him says , "Now , li sten , lemme tell yo ' 
somepin . Don ' t  chew nevah bo thah her any mo ' while she ' s  ma ' ied tuh me - yo ' 
hasn ' t  anythin ' tuh [ do ]  wit her . " Ah tole him , "I f yo ' go dere agin , ah ' ll 
give yo ' troub le ,  plenty a ' trouble .  Yo ' won ' t  las t long , "  says , "yo ' ll go tuh 
s leep an ' yo ' ll s leep an ' nevah wake up . "  So he s t ayed away . 

He walks 'way , says , "Ah 'm a free man - ah ain ' t  goin ' fight chew . " S ays , 
"All right , ah ' ll nevah go in yore place agin . " 

Ah j es '  went right on - an ' ah wus doin ' mah father ' s  - an '  ah went on off  tuh 
wo rk - we wus all workin ' down heah , an ' he had took off  his top shirt an '  ah 
j es '  went on by dere an ' cut off  corner o f  his shirt-tail an ' put some [ some
thing ] an ' some lodes tone , an ' ah fix dat thing [ s ome badly recorded words ] - an '  
went down side de b ranch an '  throwed i t  [what ? ]  in . An ' ah bo ' d  a hole in de 
s i de o f  a tree an ' put [ shirt-tail corne r ]  in dere - tied two ten-p enny nails 
together an ' set dat [ tied nai ls ]  in dere , right down dataway . Den ah took an ' 
put me nine new needles in dere . Den ah takes a peg an ' ah s tops dat hole in 
dere tight as ah could git it an ' cut it off  right smooth . After ah fixed dat , 
dey wo rked at him an ' dey worked at him , an ' dey said he wusn ' t  fixed ,  but he wus 
fixed but dey couldn ' t  unfix him . An ' if it didn ' t  ki ll h im ,  ah 'm ly in ' . 

(What e ffect did it have upon him? ) 
Why it lo cked his bowels . 
(You got that lower part of  his shirt ? )  
Yes , lo cked his bowels . 
(When you put those two nails together , you tied them together . Did you put 

them in like that [I demons trate ] or did you cross them? ) 
Yes , j es ' • put dem s t raight together . An ' wrop mah s t ring roun ' an ' j es '  tie 

it in a knot . S ee .  Den ah took dese nine needles an ' ah j es '  turn one tail
--

[ point ] dataway an ' one haid dataway an ' one [ t ai l ]  disaway . [Alternat ion rite . ] 
(That finished him? ) 
Yes . 
[Yet , one loose end remains . What did he throw into running water? As a 
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guess , because this common rite demands it , I would say ,  using a stick he picked 
up some of  the man ' s  excrement , wiped part of  it on the shirt- tail corner , and 
then threw the stick into running water - the polluted stick ,  used for an evil 
purpose , having b ecome a dangerous article . ] 

Ah used dirt dauber nes t  one time in curin ' a man . Ah ' ve used dirt dauber 
nes t in several ways in curin ' . 

Well , ah tell yo ' ,  de fellah wus swelled up mighty lot , lak dis [ demons trates 
size ] . Dey had done tricked him , he had poison in him . Well , he had been 
poisoned a long time , an ' he swelled so he couldn ' t  walk atall - he j es '  swelled 
tuh bus t . An '  ah fixed him wit dat . Dey had been workin ' at him an ' workin ' at -
him a long time . He j es '  so he couldn ' t  walk . 

Dey brought him tuh me one night - walks in . Ah looked de man ovah , an ' ah 
took dat key . Now , dat ' s  de truth . Ah took dat key an '  ah made [a )  cross disa
way an ' dataway . Den ah got me a glass of  watah an '  ah put dat key into it ; set 
it  in dat glass of watah an '  ah let dat watah in dere till it turn red - all sech 
things as that yo ' know . 

[The preceding water turning red is Bib lical ; turning to b lood in the Old and 
to wine in the New Testaments .  It is also one of  similar rites I have described 
under water divination or diagnosis - see WATER , p . 215 . Did my informant se
cretly drop something into the water? I doub t it . Because there was a lapse of  
time before the water became red , I suggest  possib le substitution ; the glass of  
water was set aside covered and when uncovered a glass of  bloodroot-water had 
taken its  place . Moreover , it is quite  possible the man s aw red ; he being capa
ble of seeing many things . Not always does the patient see what the doctor says 
he himself sees . ]  

[We are now given a rare treat - we will almos t see a remarkab le diagnosis of  
a man ' s  ailment by our informant , who had been in the wit chcraft business for 60 
years . ] 

Ah said to de man , "Ah ' ll show yo ' somepin - ah ' ll see yo ' right in dere" [in 
the glass of  water , probably natural and not  red ] . An ' after ah done that yo ' 
know , dat key [ in the glass of water]  gits  fulla s tars , all roun ' , all roun ' an ' 
all roun ' - j es ' fulla stars - ever ' now an ' den . Set dere an ' ah tell him 
whether ah 'm goin ' cure him of whatevah it  is . Ever ' now an ' den , down heah 
would show roun ' near his feets yo ' know , see where he walked all over de s tars 
till he got his poison in him , j es ' walked all ovah dem , walked in dem s tars down 
in dere . An '  ah sittin ' right dere an ' looked at it . 

(You could see his body down in that key? ) 
Yes . Dese keys represent his body yo ' know , yes . An '  dese  keys represent 

put de stars all de way an ' everywheres roun ' dere - roun ' his body . Heah he 
_is - his  trouble undah heah up to dat cross , .;::a;;:.:n;_'___;:d:...;;e�y=---"g;z...:o:....:t:.......:h;;:.:im=--t=i=-e=d-=-h=e.;::a=.h . 

[This is a vision s timulated by the Crucifixion . ]  
( Right in the middle part of  his body? ) 
Yes . Well , all right . 

an '  

Now , fo ' me tuh gi t de truth out it , to know whut ah am tel lin ' him - ah show 
him dat he is �e d - tricked. Ah said to him den , by an ' by - de firs t time we 
goes at it , de firs t trick showed dat he ' s  tricked without a doub t of  it . De 
s tar leave heah an ' dart right  on up to de top heah an ' hang herself heah . -xh 
s;fy , "Dat ' s  ' sposed tuh be de time yo ' tricked. " All right , heah comes a b Lood 
s tar washin ' up an ' hang up heah . Heah come up anothah s tar - all of ' em come 
up dere an ' set  roun ' heah - roun ' de crown of  his haid . [ Does the crown of 
thorns become a crown of s t ars ? ] All right . An' a great b ig s tar , yo ' know , 
hangin ' ,  tell real good ,  "Yo ' kin cure me - take some time tuh do it . " "All 
right , "  ah said . An ' go an '  git mah herb s . 
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(Well , what three herbs did you use ? )  
[After his word herbs he mus t have s topped for a while , caus ing me to turn off 

my machine . My following words three herbs indicate he had resumed talking , 
des crib ing mah herbs , and that I had decided to res tart recording . ]  

Ah us e - one herb is called Jupiter ,  an ' de other i s  called Sinai . One herb 
is  down heah is called Spark Ze • Da t de spark le herb . Dem de three herbs . Ah ' 11 
take dem herbs an ' make him a tea . Ah ' ll make him three drinks an ' fill ' em up 
three cups , an ' le t him drink i t . Dat will take de swe llin ' off  him .  

[ The preceding three herb s Jupi ter , Sinai and Spark le appear only here , 
showing that they probab ly come from a hoodoo seller no t wide ly known ; or they 
may b e  former trade-roo ts - ob sole s cent roo ts info rmant had used years before . 
I rather doub t they are informant ' s  own names . ]  

Ah ' ll [ take ] dis heah herb ovah heah dat name - i t ' s  de St . John herb [see ST .  
JOHN WEED , p . 47 3 ] . Take dat St . John herb an ' put it wi t dese heah dirt dauber 
nes t - de St . John herb heah an ' Queen 's De light [see p . 630 ] , an ' put it wit dat , 
an ' ah make a bath o f  it , an ' let de fellah bathe all his s tomach an ' feet an ' 
everything down dis way [see p . 369 f . ] an ' give him that drink to drink . I t  goin ' 
cure him .  

(How much o f  that dirt dauber and stuff d o  you use?  Did you say? ) 
See , yo ' take nine dirt daUb er nes ts an ' yo ' j es '  put it  in dat water dere an '  

s train it , an ' git de j uice off  it  see in dat bath . S ee , yo ' ' noint de body wit 
dat in dat bath , dat dirt dauber nes t .  

It ' s  a b ath . Now , yo ' goin ' b athe him wit it . 
(The St. John 's roo t and the Queen 's De light? ) 

Yeah . An '  den when yo ' do dat yo ' kin take de watah whut yo ' done bath him 
an ' go down tuh runnin ' watah an ' po ' it  in dere , an ' it  all runs away . 

[ For other cures , see DIRT DAUBER , p . 43 2f . ] 
Yo ' kin do dat easy . Ah ' ll tell yo ' whut chew kin do dat ' s  de truth . Yo ' kin 

take a snake very easy now - go an ' take a snake , any kind o f  a snake , an ' take 
an ' cut his haid off . Ah tell yo ' whut ah know tuh be de truth . Yo ' kin cut off 
his haid an' put his haid up an ' let it dry - dry it good . Make him sorta mad , 
j es ' strike him cross de neck an ' le t him git mad , an ' chop his haid off  whils t 
he mad an ' put de haid up somewhere an ' let it  dry . 

Now , if yo ' wanta pizen dem , anybody - i f  yo ' wanta pizen dem , j es '  take dat 
an '  pound up de haid right good . Put it in a rag an ' den pound it up - put a 
cover ovah yore face so  yo ' won ' t git none of it , draw none of de dus t in yore 
face or eyes . Pound it up right good dere , an ' take a box or somep in , or have it 
in a piece of papah lak dat , an ' yo ' drop dat dus t in dere dataway an ' fold it in 
dat papah an ' keep it in dere till yo ' git ready tuh use i t . If it ' s  in watah 
tuh drink , j es '  po ' a little in dere ; either in de whiskey - whiskey is  de wus t 
[wors t ]  thing . See , yo ' kin put it  in any drink an ' it  will pizen ' em .  

Den , i f  yo ' wanta put de live things in 'em , yo ' take an ' cut dat snake tail 
off  j es '  about dat long , yo ' j es '  s tan '  ovah it  so - gi t chew a forked s t ick an ' 
drap down ovah hit - j es '  dat lil bend down ovah his haid , an ' cut de tail off 
dere an ' ke tch it an ' ho ld i t  ove r dere an ' drop nine drops o f  b lood in dat 
bottle . Ah ' ll guarantee it . Yo ' kin try it any day yo ' wanta . S ee . Drop i t  
in dat bot tl� of whiskey an ' den yo ' g o  an ' s e t  dat whiskey out somewhere - set 
it up somewhere where de sun will hit it  directly an ' yo ' go dere j es '  about de 
time de sun dere , an ' yo ' ll see ten thousand times ten thousand [ Dan. 7 : 10 ]  -
look like lil s trands o f  thread , j es '  lak little s trands o f  thread right dere , 
j es '  wigglin ' .  Yo ' g ive a man dat to drink , yo ' goin ' put live snakes in him .  

( I s  there any way of getting those live things out o f  a person? ) 
Oh yeah , yo ' kin git ' em out . 
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Heah de way ah gits ' em  out . Ah got me some roots roun ' de home , certain 
roots . Ah gathers ' em  out dere . An '  dem roots when ah firs t git ' em  is j es '  as 
seot ted as any pilot [see later]  yo ' evah seen . De roots dat ah work on when ah 
firs t gather dem , dey j es '  as spotted as any pilot yo ' evah seen . An '  ah git dem 
roots up out de ground an ' wash ' em ,  an '  den yo ' kin look at ' em ,  an ' den yo ' kin 
look at  ' em  an ' dey j es '  as spot ty as dey kin be - lak a pilot snake . 

[ The pilot snake can be : pilot b lack snake , pine snake , or the copperhead . 
Our informant prob ab ly means the pilot black snake (EZaphe obsoZeta )  a large 
harmles s snake having lus trous b lack s cales , some of whi ch are white edged -
spotted. ] 

Well , now , yo ' kin take dat root . 
(Has that root any name? ) 
I t  a root grows in de groun ' named - it named de WoPZd PUZeP. An '  ah kin take 

dat root - lis ten good , now - an ' make yo ' a tea an ' g ive yo ' two cups of tea 
right now , an ' ah ' ll bet chew when yo ' ll drink the third tea - ah ' ll make yo ' 
have a bowl or some thin ' othah dere or wash basin - an ' yo ' ll heave . I f  yo ' 
don ' t heave up dem live things , ah 'm a liar . 

(These live things will come out . )  
[ John de ConkeP is sometimes RuZeP of the WoPZd and similar names . There are 

als o KING OF THE WORLD , p . 596 ; KING OF ROO T S , p . 7 05 ;  MASTER OF THE WOODS , p . 60 9 ; 
and others . ]  

[ The informant has j us t  departed . My con tact man Edward and I talk things 
over . ]  

(This man who was j us t  in here - what ' s  his name? ) 
[Edward answers . ]  (He ' s  a doctah - ah fo ' git  his name . ) 
[I  finish the convers ation . ]  (They call him Dad. Well , now , he worked every

thing by this double key [ two keys cros sed ]  he had , and being a very old man he 
was long-winded , you know . In be tween thes e talks [ showing that I frequently 
s topped my machine ] I did get some things out of him . You see , here and there I 
got got [ I  actually repeated the got ] . He prob ably knew some other things , you 
know , but he j us t  gets to be pretty hard work . ) 

[Pm tty haPd WoPk is a j udgment made on the battlefield before the dus t had 
settled . The old gentleman could not have been that diffi cult , despite my tran
s crib er ' s  comment .  The troub le was really the weather - it was s i zzling - see 
INTRODUCTION . ] 

[ To say that this man is lying ab out finding his key under a rock would b e  a 
solution too simple for his mental condition . But I would say this . How 
app rop riate to have found Saint Peter ' s  key under a rock ! ] 

(End o f  1431 . ) 

• 

DARK GLAS SES - DARK LADY - DARK DEEDS 

HE MAY BE A FINE MAN LAK YO ' 
BUT WHEN DAT STUFF FINISH WIT DAT MAN 

HE WON 'T BE AS LARGE AS ME • • •  
DAT 'S WHUT YO ' CALL 

"YO ' PUT 'EM ON A DRAG" 

AH SENT A MANY AN ' AH 'LL SEND MO ' ,  TOO 
AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' 
AH SEND 'EM, SEE 

AN ' DEY GOTTA GO, YESSUH 
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WHEN DAT HAPPEN, HONEY 
AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' IT ' S  TOUGH 

OH YES, IT 'S TOUGH 
Sa.1E WORKS AH 'M TELL IN ' YO ' 

WHEN YO ' GIT IN TOUCH WIT DE FO 'K OF DE ROAD 
YO ' GITTIN ' IN TOUCH WIT A WHOLE LOT, MAH BOY • • •  

YO ' LL SEE A MAN APPEAR TO YO ' IN BLACK 
IN A BLACK GOWN 

DAT ' S  DAT MAN DAT CONTROLS DAT FO 'K OF DE ROAD 
AND DEN HE APPEARS TUH YO ' IF YO ' WANTS A GIFT 

ALL YO ' GOTTA DO 
IS DO JIS ' LAK AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' 

HONEY, YO ' HEAH WHUT AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' 
AN ' YO ' LL CERTAINLY SUCCEED 

ALGIERS , LOUI SIANA 

[ Dark g las ses wore this dark lady who recounted dark deeds . They were the 
large old- fashioned , inexpens ive colored glas ses - very dark indeed . She als o 
had tied about her head a ker chie f to comple te the dis guis e . Did I see her as 
she appeared be fore pa tients in the consultation room? For dark g lasses and 
kerchie f ,  see my concluding comment ; for dark deed , read . This elderly woman , 
informant 15 85 , filled cylinders El22 : 1 1-El32 : 1  = 2955-29 65 . For loca tion and 
des crip tion of Algiers , see ALGIERS in INTRODUCTION . ]  

Firs t ,  yo ' gotta take a rule , yo ' unders tan ' .  Yo ' take a rule an ' yo ' measure 
de foo ts teps , yo ' s ee ; an '  aftah yo ' measure it wi t de rule , yo ' take dis s tring 
an ' yo ' measure dat rule now wi t dat s tring . Yo ' tie nine knots in i t . An '  yo ' 
take an ' g i t  chew a little bag - git chew a bag an ' git chew s ome steel  dust dat 
s old at de drug s to ' . Yo ' take an ' put dat in a bag . Dat ' s  if  yo ' gittin '  it 
fo ' a man - yo ' s ee , a woman ' s  fixin ' dat . Yo ' takes an ' put dat in dat bag . 
An '  she ties dat , yo ' s ee , tie dem nine kno ts an ' puts it in de bag an ' she ties 
it all roun ' her laig - righ t up in dis par t below her knee . 

( E i ther leg ? ) 
Yes , either laig , either one will do . 
(Either foot track? ) 
Yes , either foo t track long ' s  i t  his foo t track . Dat ' s  tuh keep him dere at 

de house . 
Now , fo ' de nex ' thing , fo ' de hair on de haid ; s ee dat comp le tes wit de foo t 

track [ p robab ly be caus e of the phrase fram the top of the head to the so les  of 
the fee t ] . 

Now , fo ' de hair on de haid , yo ' kin take dat hair from de mole [mold ] o f  his 
haid an ' und!h his arm an ' down a t  h is body ,  an ' yo ' g i ts lodes tone , s tee l dus t , 
an ' yo ' write his name nine times wi th b lue ink - g i t  b lue ink . Yo ' cut chure 
papah lak in de shape of a hear t an ' wri te dat name . 

(Well , how do you wri te tha t  name on that hear t ? ) 
Yo ' wri te dat name s traigh t nine times , though yo ' s ee - lak yo ' cut dat 

hear t , well , yo ' wri te dat name in dat hear t lak dat [ demons tra tes ] .  
(One righ t under each o ther . )  
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Lak dat , s traight lak dat . 
Now , aftah yo ' write dat on dat heart , git dat lodes tone an '  dat s tee l dus t ,  

an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' git chew a piece o f  cloth . Let i t  b e  a piece o f  linen , i f  
yo ' kin g i t  d e  piece o f  linen , an ' yo ' shape dat linen j is '  lak dat heart is . 
Put dat lodes tone an ' stee l dus t an ' his name in dat heart , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 
close dat up . Yo ' take a piece of silk thread , white silk thread , an '  yo ' sew 
dat all around wit dat heart , all around - yo ' whip it lak [ demons t rates ] .  

(Away from you like that ? )  
No , work i t  t o  yo ' .  Yo ' whip i t  t o  yo ' - s ee ,  dat ' s  fo ' good , dat ' s  fo ' dat 

woman tuh keep dat man with her , see . An ' den she takes dat an ' she kin put it 
in her pillah an ' [ or ]  she kin put it in her mattress . Dere usually is a way dat 
de mens is almos t got ont o  - in de pillah or de mattres s [ thes e , pillow or mat
tres s , are ways men now suspect ] .  Den she takes it  an ' she puts  it ovah de do ' -
see , ovah de sill of  de do ' ,  but p lace dat heart [ right s ide ] up . See , dat ' s  
where he ' s  gotta traffic every day - yo ' see , pass backwards an '  forwards . Dat ' s  
fo ' tuh make dat man s tay home with her , yo ' s ee .  Dat ' s  tuh keep him home -
gives him good wishes , g ive heart to her , yo ' see . See , dat ' s  his heart . She ' s  
keepin '  dat heart dere with her all de time . 

Now , fo ' tuh take an ' break ' em up .  Yo ' b reak ' em up - yo ' git  chew nine 
lemons . I f  dat ' s  a b reakin ' up separat ion yo ' see , yo ' wanta b ring in dat part . 
Yo ' git chew nine lemons an ' yo ' git  whoevah dat party is - take dere name an ' de 
woman an '  de man dat chew wanta , yo ' know , b reak up , b reak ' em apart . Git chew 
nine lemons an ' git  chew some cayenne peppah an ' yo ' git  chew some - dey call it  
de he lodes tone . See , dat ' s  de ruler . Yo ' mix dat an ' yo ' git  chew some leads -
j is '  ask de drug sto ' fo ' leads . I t ' s  goin ' look somethin ' - but it ' s  b lack , 
it ' s  fo ' hell . An '  yo ' mix dat with dat lemon , an ' yo ' git chew a box o f  salt 
an '  put dat salt in dere . Yo ' work all dat up together an '  put dem nine lemons . 
An '  yo ' git  chew a can an ' put all dem lemons aroun ' in dat can - yo ' know , let 
it be a round can . 

(You are us ing names in this , too ? )  
Yes . Yo ' gotta us e d e  man ' s  an ' de woman ' s  name dat chew tryin ' tuh separate , 

see . An ' de one dat chew want to bring ' em t o  yo ' ,  dat ' s  f o '  de heart , yo ' see ; 
but dis is de separation . Yo ' us e dat an ' yo ' put it  in de can an ' yo ' put his 
name in dere an ' put de woman ' s  an ' de man ' s  name nine t imes in dere . Unders tan ' 
me well . 

(Do you put thes e names on the s ame piece of  paper? ) 
No , yo ' t ake one piece of papah an ' heah yo ' put de man ' s  name an ' yo ' put de 

woman ' s  name . Now , lemme show yo ' • Yo ' put de woman ' s  name first , make it al
togethah nine times - see , make it nine times . 

(One under the othe r . )  
Yeah . Den yo ' come right back int o  her an ' yo ' write  his name , unders tan ' , 

nine times . See . An '  yo ' take yore pin [pen]  an ' yo ' make a cros s thisaway -
see , cros s it that way . 

(The s ame pen with the blue ink ? )  
No , use d e  red ink fo ' dat dere - dat ' s  fo ' hell . An ' yo ' cros s dat . 
(Jus t cros s thos e names - make an "X" right over it . )  
Yes , an ' yo ' put dat down in dat can an ' yo ' put dat lead an ' dat cayenne 

peppah an ' git  chew some gunpowder - remembah dat good , git  chew s ome gunp owder .  
I f  dat don ' t  b reak ' em up , honey , ah 'm  goin '  git  out dis  ch air [ s top talking ] .  
Ah 'm te llin ' yo ' . Yo ' put dat in dere an ' yo ' put dat on top dem names an ' yo ' 
cover dem names up . See . An '  yo ' let dat j is '  stay dere an '  put as much peppah 
as yo ' kin . An ' every day yo ' op en it an ' yo ' look at it . An '  when yo ' see it  
begin tuh boilin ' , hell is s t irrin ' up . An ' at de end of de nine days if  dem 



10 62 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

people don ' t  separate , honey , ah ain ' t moving out dis chair . Dey ' ll separate . 
Yo ' heah whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ? 

(You j us t  keep that closed up in this big can .  But those nine lemons are in 
there , too ? )  

Yeah , an ' yo ' put dat peppah - de peppah gotta go . 
(What does that " leads " look like ? Is it black like a salve ? )  
Yeah , it ' s  b lack , an ' yo ' put dat in dere an ' .  
[ I  turn off  machine and then ask another ques tion . ] 
Fo ' luck fo ' de hous e ?  We ll , yo ' kin always us e bay rum . Luck fo ' success . 

Yo ' know , lak a person dat ' s  runnin ' a business place an ' dey wanta prosper - yo ' 
know , de bus ines s goin ' down or somethin ' lak dat . Ah 'm goin ' tell yo ' whut chew 
git fo ' dat . Yo ' git cinnimin but yo ' don ' t git de ground cinnimin ; yo ' git de 
cinnimin bark ,  yo ' see . Yo ' git cheW some fi le [see later]  - dat ' s  lak de fi le 
yo ' make gumbo [see gumbo fi le later ] . Git chew de cinnimin bark an ' git yo ' de 
fi le an ' yo ' git chew some oil o f  clover an ' yo ' put dat down . Now , yo ' git it 
all in a bottle , yo ' put dat all in one bottle . An ' yo ' turns aroun ' an ' yo ' git 
chew some sugah - loaf sugah dey call it - an' yo ' git chew a bo ttle of honey . 
Yo ' git chew two bottle of honey becaus e yo ' puts one bo ttle behin ' dat do ' -
it ' s  a bus iness place , co ' se dat ' s  fo ' bringin ' in luck . Yo ' takes the othah 
bottle [ o f  honey ] an ' yo ' fixes it all into a quart bottle - yo ' see , dat ' s  dat 
wash fo ' dat p lace . Yo ' see , yo ' measurin ' dat , but yo ' have tuh make dat ovah 
an ' often ,  but yo ' see yo ' ll know dat , caus e yo ' got dat down [ on your machine ] . 
Yo 1 see yo ' ll have dat down . Dat ' s  dat wash fo ' dat place . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh 
prosper . Dat ' s  fo ' luck an ' success an ' it ' s  fo ' money . 

[Fi le - pronounced fee- lay , and apparently from French fi le = made into 
thPeads - was a powder made by the Choctaw Indians " from the young and tender 
leaves of the sass afras . "  This powder they brought twice a week from thei r 
reservation on Bayou Lacombe , near Mandevi lle , La . , to the French Market in New 
Orleans . For fi le and gumbo (gombo) fi le3 see The Origina l Picayune Creo le Cook 
Book , 9th ed . , ( 1s t  ed . , 190 1) , New Orleans , La . , 1938 , p . 2 6 . ] 

Now , an ' in doin ' dat , yo ' mus t have a green ligh t humin ' , yo ' see , an ' mus t 
not be ' shamed tuh burn dat light . Dat ' s  a green light . An ' yo ' mus t give dis -
when yo ' put dat light up dere , de green light - yo ' must have green onion an ' 
pars ley , if  it ' s  no mo ' den one green onion an ' a little pars ley . Yo ' mus t have 
dat , dat ' s  bringin ' in de money . 

[While machine was s topped , I mus t have asked about a green candle . ]  
Dat ' s  fo ' Raymond - dat ' s  S t . Raymond ,  he ' s  de saint fo ' money . [We wi ll 

return to him towards the end of the interview . ] 
(Where do you put thi s ahandle while you are burning it ? )  
[The preceding ahandle i s  my trans cri�er ' s  spelling for my slip-of-tongue 

ahande l le . ] 
Yo ' kin burn it on yore mantelpiece or on de center of de tab le .  I f  yo ' 

havin ' a place of bus ines s ,  yo ' kin use one , if  yo ' want s tuh , but if  yo ' don ' t 
have any in dere , yo ' kin us e him right off - see , becaus e yo ' usin ' by yore 
thoughts an ' yo '  givin ' him whut he wants . 

(You don ' t even have to us e his picture if you don ' t  want to ? )  
No , yo ' don ' t have to . 
(That will

.
b ring you in money ? )  

Yeah . 
(You don ' t  light that candle at any special time or  anything o f  that sort ? )  
Only j is '  lak - yo ' s tart at nine in d e  mawnin ' an ' yo ' burn i t  fo ' [ from ] 

nine till ten , ten a ' clock . Yo ' don ' t  blow it out - at ten a ' clock yo ' pinch it 
out , an ' yo ' make yore wish . At twelve a ' clock yo ' light it agin an ' let it burn 
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till one an ' yo ' make yo re wish agin . At  three in  de  evenin ' yo ' ligh t it  agin 
an ' let it burn , an ' so fo ' th ,  an ' yo ' make yo re wish . At six a ' clo ck it ' s  
goin ' tub b e  de endin ' o f  dat candle . Yo ' burn it an ' yo ' make yo re wish agin , 
but yo ' goin ' always be wishin ' fo ' whut ' s  comin ' [ after]  it  an ' dat ' s  money , 
an ' dat ' s  gon ' a  b ring success to de p lace . Dat ' s  money . Dat ' s  fo ' S t .  Raymond , 
an ' he ' s  known tub give yo ' money . All yo ' go tta do is do j i s '  lak ah ' m  tellin ' 
� - honey , yo ' heah whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ?  An '  yo ' ll certainly succeed . 

(You burn that candle j us t  once or j us t  keep burning it each day or does it  
make any difference? ) 

Nope , yo ' kin burn that candle th ree times a week . Yo ' ke tch de candle 
Monday ,  Wednesday an ' Fridays , dat ' s  de days tub burn dat . 

Now , fo ' de graveyaPd diPt , whut chew do wit dat . Yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' 
kin do good with i t  an ' yo ' kin do harm ,  but tub do harm it ' s  gotta  be  a person 
dat passed out b ad ,  yo ' know , died b ad .  An '  yo ' take dat - but chew have tub go 
to de grave an ' git dat , git dat gPaveyaPd diPt , an ' yo ' mus t pay de spirit where 
yo ' go an ' git dat at . Yo ' mus t leave if it ' s  no mo ' den a s ilve r dime de re . 
Yo ' takes dat graveyaPd diPt an ' takes yo ' some stee l dust an ' yo ' take yo ' some 
gunpowder an ' yo ' mixes dat wi th cayenne peppah . Yo ' done paid dat spirit dough 
fo ' whut chew done took . Yo ' takin ' dat from his grave , an ' yo ' paying him 
dat ' s  tub keep him from worryin ' yo ' , keep him off yo ' . Yo ' mixes dat togethah 
an '  yo ' g i t  chew a white dog . Yo ' know dem solid white dogs . We ll , yo ' gits 
some of his passage an ' le t i t  be hard , an ' dat ' s  a Pol l  - �� roll dat . Yo ' 
mix it  up in de re . Yo ' don ' t have i t  close nowheres roun ' yore place be caus e 
it ' s  hell , an ' yo ' go roun ' wherevah yo ' wants dat hell tub occur , be  dis turbed . 
Yo ' take it an ' yo ' j is '  passin ' i t - j is '  s imply th row it , j is ' , i f  yo ' had it  
in  a package , yo ' know , j is '  tak � dat  p ackage an ' drop dat  package right at dat 
p lace whe re yo ' want dat tub happen . An '  when dat happen , honey , ah ' m tellin ' 
yo ' it ' s  tough . Oh yes , i t ' s  tough , some wo rk ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' .  Now ,  dat ' s  
with de graveyaPd diPt . Dat ' s  fo ' b ad .  

( I s  there anything good you can do with gPaveyaPd diPt? ) 
Yes , i f  it ' s  a good person passed out • • • [ These 3 do ts • • •  indicate a 

change of cylinde r and exp lain the repetition of the words fo llowing . I elimi
nated p racti cally all these do ts in the text . ] I f  it ' s  a good pe rson passed out 
an ' yo ' go tub dere grave and yo ' git  their dirt , an '  lak it ' s  me . 

(You don ' t pay for that dirt ? )  
No , yo ' don ' t  pay ' em fo ' dat . Yo ' see , somebody dat chew want , lak it ' s  a 

good person passed out an ' yo ' wants somepin good tub be done to  me , or  yo ' want 
somepin good tub be done to somebody else , an '  yo ' wo rkin ' for dat case , we ll , 
yo ' goes an ' git  to dat grave an ' git  dat dirt . Yo ' takes dat dirt an ' yo ' z!! 
chew some o f  dat blest  watah , holy watah from de church , an ' yo ' dissolve dat up 
to gethah , but yo ' mus t use dat s tee l dus t in it - dat ' s  drawin ' ,  yo ' see , dat 
s tee l dus t dat ' s  drawin ' .  Yo ' mix dat up . An '  yo ' take yo ' loaf sugah an '  brown 
sugah . Yo ' mus t have dat b rown sugah fo ' dat - yo ' see , dat ' s  fo ' de good spirit 
an ' it mus t be  b rown sugah . Yo ' g i t  chew a nickel o f  ginge rsnaps , lit tle brown 
ginge rsnaps . Yo ' dissolve dat into dat . Now , whatevah yo ' askin ' fo ' ,  yo ' take 
dat graveyaPd diPt wherevah ah ' m  at - an ' it ' s  me dat chew wants tub git  to , yo ' 
know . Yo ' wants me now , yo ' drawing me to yo ' .  Yo ' askin ' dat good spirit 
da� ' s  good gPaveya� diPt yo ' see - tub do good fo ' yo ' wit me , he ' p  yo ' to work 
dat case out wit me . Yo ' put dat aroun ' where ah ' m  at , yo ' see . An '  eve r '  time 
ah cross ovah dat mah though ts goes to yo ' - dat draws mah mind right to yo ' ,  
see , ever ' time ah cross  ovah i t . But ah comes to yo ' wit a good mind , yo ' see . 

(Well now , I could use that also , if I wanted to draw a woman to my house or 
some thing of that sort - bring a person to me ? )  
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Yeah , yo ' kin use dat . 
Den ah ' ll tell yo ' anothah thing yo ' kin use tuh draw a woman to yo ' ,  ano thah 

way , an ' yo ' kin draw he r to yo ' an ' yo ' kin put her down undah yo ' .  
Yo ' take dat woman ' s  name an ' yo ' wri te her name nine times right s t raight -

go s traigh t  fo ' good , wi th blue ink . Fo ' good always us e b lue ink , o r  ei thah 
_indelib in [ indelible ] pencil fo ' good , but fo ' bad yo ' us e re d or b lack . An ' 
yo ' write her name nine times an ' yo ' take an ' write chure name into dat , into 
hers . Yo ' g i t  chew three loaf sugah�, three of dem lit tle lumps o f  sugah , an ' 
yo ' draw yo ' nine g las s es o f  wat ah . De ninth glass yo ' keep . Yo ' take dat name 
an ' yo ' put i t  in a s auce r , in a plain whi te s auce r - dat ' s  dat woman name an ' 
yo re name . Yo ' take dat sugah an ' watah and dissolve dat good an ' swee t in dere , 
dem three loafs . Yo ' take dat s auce r an ' yo ' put dat s auce r ovah dat glas s , yo ' 
see , lak dat [ demons t rates ] an ' yo ' turn dat g lass ups ide down . Yo ' unde rs tan ' 
me ? Yo ' put dat glass behin ' a bed o r  behin ' a do ' an ' git  chew two b lue lights , 
b lue candles , an ' yo ' git  chew two white ones an ' g i t  chew two cream - dat ' s  s ix .  
Yo ' light all dem candles at dat s ame time . Yo ' put ' em  dere an ' ah don ' t  care 
if she ' s  in New Yo rk , she ' s  comin ' to whe re yo ' at . Yo ' goin ' wonder how she got 
de re but she ' ll be dere . Yo ' heah whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ? Ah ' ve got [ brough t 
b ack ]  people f rom way off  as Minnesota . 

(Do you ligh t  those candles at any spe cial time ? )  
No , j is '  when yo ' put dat de re , yo ' light dat an '  den yo ' j is '  le t ' em g o  an ' 

burn right out . 
(Jus t  to be sure that I know thi s . Here is the white s auce r an ' here ' s  the 

glass o f  the ing redients . You put this whi t e  s aucer on top o f  the glass like 
that , but make sure you g o t  that name . All the ing redients are in that glass . 
Then , I j us t  turn this g las s ups ide down , s o  that it  s tands in this s auce r .  And 
then I put thes e  candles be fore this and burn them right be fore i t . )  

Yes , righ t in f ront o f  dat . Yo ' heah me ? 
Ah sent a many an ' ah ' ll send mo ' ,  too . Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' .  Ah send ' em ,  see , 

an ' dey go tta go . Yes s uh .  
Yo ' g i t  chew some rice an ' yo ' g i t  dat fellah name whos omevah i t  is an ' yo ' 

wri te de re name wit some red ink , nine times . Yo ' git  chew a bot tle an ' put de re 
name in dat bot tle , an ' put chew some cayenne peppah an ' yo ' git  dat ri ce an ' yo ' 
put dat ri ce in de re an ' dat cayenne peppah , an ' put dat name an ' put s ome vin
egah in de re . Yo ' take an ' yo ' tie dat bot tle up , but yo ' s top it up good an ' 
yo ' tie it  up , yo ' see . Whe revah yo ' kin keep dat bot tle in one place , j is '  lak 
de sun rise ovah heah , yo ' keep lak where dat windah is , see , where de s un  goin ' 
tuh rise righ t on i t . Yo ' keep dat bot tle de re fo ' three days , an ' at de end o f  
d e  third day yo ' puts d a t  b o t t le i n  d e  mids t o f  d e  rivah - see , j is '  th row i t  
right on ovahbo ' d  an '  le t ' em go . Dat ' s  wi t dat bot tle an ' ri ce an ' vinegah an ' 
cayenne peppah . 

Yo ' kin take yo ' a co conut an ' send ' em - ke t ch yo ' a co conut an ' send ' em 
anywhere yo ' want ' em tuh go - g i t  ' em out de town an ' dey won ' t  come b ack any 
mo ' - don ' t care where dey g o  ' long as dey don ' t come back heah . 

Yo ' g i t  chew a co conut an ' yo ' wri te de re name nine times wi t dat red ink an ' 
yo ' bo ' dat hole in dat co conut - see , make a hole in dat co conut - an ' yo ' s ti ck 
dat name in dat co conut . Yo ' see dese beehives de bees [ mud daubers ] make an ' • 
dem wasp nes tses . Yo ' git  chew three o f  dem an ' yo ' roll ' em ,  soften ' em ,  an ' 
yo ' s ti ck dat down in dat co conut . Heah?  Yo ' g i t  chew some cayenne peppah an ' 
yo ' put i t  in de re . Yo ' take dat co conut an ' yo ' put it  in a b rown b ag an ' git  
chew a spool of b lack thread an ' yo ' j is '  take dat thread - no t to yo ' now , see 
[ demons t rates ] not disaway - wind i t  f rom yo ' all de time , f rom yo ' ,  an ' git dat 
whole spool o f  thread loos e tyin ' dat bag . Take dat b ag an ' yo ' carry it  - keep 
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dat b ag three days wi t dat co conut . 
(Keep that b ag three days wi th the co conut in i t . ) 
Yes . At de end o f  dat thi rd day , yo ' ket ch it j is '  ' bout as de sun goin ' 

down , yo ' see , yo ' cas t dat ovah in dat rivah . Yo ' heah ?  An '  j is '  whosomevah 
yo ' sendin ' ,  yo ' j is '  call dere name , fo ' ins tance , s ay ,  "Catherine [ later , she 
again calls hers elf Catherine - p rob ab ly her name ] , ah want chew tub follah dis 
co conut an ' ah want chew tub go till yo ' cain ' t go no mo ' . " An '  dis j i s '  keep 
me goin ' . An '  i t ' s  easily done to yo ' .  

Whut yo ' kin do i f  a fellah ' s  gone from yo ' an ' declarin ' dat he don ' t  want 
chew no mo ' ,  he kin [ b e ] made tub s ay ,  "Yes . "  Yo ' gotta us e b ay rum . Yo ' git  
bay rum �n ' yo ' us e honey an ' yo ' us e rai sin lak yo ' p uts in  p uddin ' .  Yo ' take 
dose rai sins - listen good - rai sins , honey , dis man ' s  name . Dat ' s  me drawin ' 
him to me , yo ' see . Ah ' m gon ' a  wri te his name nine times s t raight , yo ' see , but 
ah ' m  no t gon ' a  put mah name wi t dat . Ah ' m gon ' a  wri te his name nine times wi t a 
pen an ' ink , but i t ' s  gotta be blue ink . Ah ' m  drawin ' him t o  me an ' ah wants him 
wit me fo ' good . See . Ah ' m goin ' put dat down an ' ah ' m  goin ' git  me a j ar ,  
s ome thin ' dat ' s  deep dat ' s  ab le tub hold dis honey whut ah ' m goin ' tub put in 
dere . Ah git  a j ar o f  honey an ' put dat name down in dere firs t , though . Ah ' m 
goin ' p ut dat name in dere first , yo ' unders tan ' . Ah ' m goin ' g i t  me a b ox o f  
cinnimin , dat ' s  powdered cinnimin , an ' ah ' m  goin ' dump a l l  d a t  i n  dere . Ah ' m  
goin ' dump dat o n  top o f  dat name - d a t  cinnimin firs t , yo ' see , an ' ah ' m  goin ' 
put dat honey on top o f  dat . Den ah ' m  goin ' g i t  me a can o f  Karo Syrup - dat ' s  
wh i te syrup , yo ' see . 

[ Karo Syrup , trade name o f  a corn (maize) syrup , is whi te only becaus e the 
syrup us ed by many info rmant ' s  in or near New O rleans was s ugar- cane syrup -
da.I'k or b lack . ] 

An '  ah ' m goin ' us e dat syrup on top o f  dat honey , an ' ah ' m  goin ' take an ' 
covah dat j ar ovah - yo ' see , close it up . Dat ' s  goin ' close me an ' him to
gethah . Den ah ' m  goin ' keep dat an ' ah ' m  goin ' draw him to me , an ' when he come 
he ' s  comin ' good . Dat ' s  drawin ' him to me . 

Ah ' m  goin ' t ake his name an ' wri te it nine times wi t blue ink . Ah ' m  g oin ' put 
dat in mah left-foot shoe wit s ome stee l dus t .  Ah ' m  goin ' put three ra1s 1ns in 
dere , three , so long as it not hurtin ' yore feet yo ' unders tand , an ' ah ' m  gon ' a  
put a li ttle p inch o f  s alt . See , ah ' m  goin ' put s ome s ugah . An '  as fo ' me , any
where ah walk , anywhere ah leave him , ah ' m  goin ' t ub  be de rulah . Ah ' ll control 
him cause he ' s  undah mah feet . Ah ' m  goin ' rule him , yo ' see . Dat ' s  drawin ' him 
to me . An ' now , when he g i ts de re , ah ' m  de rulah caus e ah got him de re . When he 
gits dere ah ' m  got  him . 

Den ah ' ll put dat dere ovah de do ' .  He nevah will have a min ' fo ' lookin ' 
ovah dat do ' an ' see if  anything is up dere o r  not - dat ' s  dat honey in dat j ar . 
Every time he p asses - dat ovah h i s  haid , yo ' see , have him wi t a swe e t  min ' . 
Keep him lak dat good , too . Yes , indeedy . 

Now , tuh take an ' fix him s o  that he won ' t raise fo ' nob ody els e , yo ' ve got  
him dere , too . Yo ' kin git  chew a piece o f  yallah cotton . Take dat yallah 
cotton an ' yo ' j is '  - no t chew , not de woman , yo ' know , but let him do de dis
chargin ' .  Don ' t use no watah . Now , yo ' know wimmins got a hab i t - i t ' s  a very 
sweet way yo ' know - tuh ketch de man , an '  dere ' s  s ome o f  ' em  j is '  wants tuh 
s �vi ce yo ' know , b ut dey don ' t know when dat service is comin ' in de re . She 
goin ' give him servi ce but he don ' t know whut i t ' s  all ab out , j is '  wip in ' him 
o f f  an ' all . She ' s  gon ' a  take dat rag an ' pertend lak she ' s  us in ' i t  herself , 
too , yo ' understan ' - b ut she ' s  not . She knows whut she ' s  up tub . An '  she ' ll 
take dat rag an ' tie nine kno ts in i t , b ut i t ' s  gotta b e  a b rand-new p iece o f  
yall ah clo th . She gain ' tie nine kno ts i n  dere an ' she ' ll load dem nine knots 
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down wit s tee l dus t an' dem li ttle sho ts . Yo ' know dem lit tle shots dey shoot 
birds wi t , take dat . An '  she loads dem nine kno ts down in dat cot ton an ' she 
takes dat cot ton an ' she tie dat cot ton aroun ' j is '  lak yo ' tyin ' a piece aroun ' 
yore haid . She take an ' she s t i ck dat in her pillah an ' i f  it ' s  a feathah 
pil lah , take dat wit dat pil lah loose an ' stick it in dat pil lah . A man kin take 
dat same ' thing an ' do it wit a woman . He fool her an ' make her think he ' s  us in ' 
it . Dat givin ' her service , too , yo ' know . Take an ' pu t dat in dat pillah an' 
make a crown lak givin ' yo ' a crown fo ' de haid . Jis ' take dat aftah she untie 
dem kno ts an ' load i t  down wit dem bullets  an ' s tee l dus t.  

[ The p receding put dat in dat pi l lah an 1 make a crOIJn . . .  fo 1 de haid is 
unique - it being a wi tchcraft crown , though not made of  feathers . See p . 3 48 , 
beginning with the se cond b racke t-paragraph ; better s till , s t art at the beg in
ning of this remarkab le experience , DOCTOR EXPLAINS AFTER HIS DEATH , p . 3 44 . ] 

(Jus t put it  in a circle like in a crown? ) 
Yessuh , an ' yo ' j is '  take an ' yo ' put it in yore pillah an ' yo ' sew yore 

pillah b ack up an ' yo ' let him lay on dat pi llah . Yo ' ll have tub tell dat man 
when yo ' git  ti ' ed layin ' down . Time yo ' go fo ' him he ' s  layin ' in dat bed 
keep dat man , yo ' want him dere - th at ' s  if  yo ' want him . Oat ' s  work yo ' know . 

(You keep that - you don ' t  take i t  out or anything ? )  
No , j is '  long as yo ' keep dat dere yo ' got chure man - he cain ' t  go . Ah ' m 

tellin ' yo ' - ah ' m  tel lin ' yo ' whut ah know , dat crossin ' de house . 
I f  it ' s  dat [you] h as those [ fire ] g rates ,

' 
yo ' know , yo ' git chew an' ole 

shoe - j is '  lak a ole shoe whut chew done wo ' or  somebody done wo ' aroun ' . Yo ' 
take dat an' yo ' put dat in dat fiah hearth but chew turn it up [ s ide down ] . See , 
take a nail , a ten-penny nail , but let it be a new nail an ' yo ' s tick it in dat 
shoe an ' yo ' take dat shoe an ' yo ' drive it  - yo ' stick it  in dat dirt . See , de 
nai l i s  tub hol ' dat shoe up in dere . 

( Up in the chimney ? )  
Yeah . Put dat in dere an ' yo ' take yo ' a piece o f  chalk an ' yo ' make nine 

chalk marks , cros s marks , up dat chimley . Yo ' go in de fo ' cornahs of  de house 
lak dat an ' yo ' make nine marks , cross marks , wit white chalk . Don ' t  make ' em 
long . Yo ' cain ' t  make ' em too long because de people will detect it , yo ' see . 

(Do you make the same kind o f  chalk marks , the cross marks , that you did in 
the chimney , or s t raigh t marks ? )  

Nope , lemme show yuh .  Yo ' see , j is '  lak yo ' make in de chimley , j is '  li t t le 
cross marks lak dat . Yo ' make it in de fo ' co rnahs . 

(Nine in each corner? ) 
Uh-huh , an ' yo ' ke tch i t  right at dat do ' ,  yo ' see , but not where dey walk at 

because usually yo ' go  into a house an ' dey go into a room yo ' goin ' tub see dat 
down dere . Yo ' kin make dem little ma ' ks so small dat dey won ' t  detect ' em in 
dere in dat cornah because dus t an ' thing , yo ' see . Yo ' put dem ma ' ks in dere 
an ' yo ' put dat shoe up de ch imley , an ' i f  yo ' g i t tin ' out dat house yo ' put dat 
in dere , an ' ah bet chew dat house ' l l s t ay dere an ' go down an ' nobody won ' t  
nevah go in dat house - nobody ' ll take it , nob ody will rent it . No sub . I t  
won ' t  nevah b e  rented . Dere ' s  one ovah dere now an ' it ' s  goin ' down - dat de 
[something ] house ovah dere . We worked dat case . 

[ The p reced�g we sounds like a male confederate - he p rob ab ly wai ting for her 
out in the waiting room . See CONFEDERATES in INTRODUCTION . ]  

(Did you ever hear o f  a person doing this kind o f  work , dancing during their 
work? They don ' t  do much of  that any more , dance in the work? ) 

Dey dance though - dat ' s  de hoodoo dance . Mah mo thah used to . [See HOODOO 
DANCE , pp . 794 , 79 6 . ] 

On a Tuesday mawnin ' at nine a ' clock yo ' git  up an ' yo ' git chew some cowpeas 
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[ als o called b lack-eyed beans ] an ' yo ' take dem cowpeas an ' yo ' soak ' em .  Yo ' 
soak dem cowpeas - yo ' put ' em right in dat watah ' fore nine a ' clock an ' let ' em 
soak till twelve . At twelve a ' clock yo ' take dem peas an ' yo ' walk out s ome
wheres lak yo ' goin ' walkin ' up de road , but yo ' kin take ' em an ' put ' em in a 
package an ' yo ' take dem peas an ' yo ' spread ' em - yo ' throw ' em out , yo ' see , 
but let i t  be in a road . See . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh connect chew in de nex ' hour or de 
nex ' two hours to  show yo ' how yo ' will git in connection wit dat fo ' k  of de 
road , yo ' see . Dem peas is tuh connect yo ' , an ' when yo ' git  in touch wit de 
fo 'k  of de road , yo ' gittin '  in touch wit a whole lot , mah boy . 

(In starting that at the fork of the road , you have to  get these peas firs t . 
All right . What about the fork of the road , now? ) 

An '  aftah yo ' throw dem dere , den yo ' kin git  in connection wit dat . An '  
yo ' ll throw dem peas , yo ' throw ' em at twelve - dat ' s  if yo ' wanta git in touch 
wit it now . But some people are s cared . When yo ' throw dem peas yo ' gittin ' in 
connection wit it den . Yo ' ll see a man appeah to yo ' in b lack ,  in a b lack gown . 
Dat ' s  dat man dat controls dat fo ' k  of de road an ' den he appeahs tuh yo ' if  yo ' 
wants a gift - anything yo ' want yo ' ask him at de time . Den 'bout three a ' clock 
dat man ' s  comin ' back to yo ' agin an ' he ' ll connect wit dat fo ' k  of de road . 
Now , yo ' kin see dat , dere , yo ' kin see dat yo ' self ; lak ah 'm tellin ' yo ' ,  yo ' 
see dat yo ' self . An '  if yo ' git s dere an ' yo ' goes dere , dere ' s  lots a things -
dere ' s  roots dere dat yo ' kin take up an ' dem roots will help yo ' a whole lot . 
See , ever ' root dat ' s  sold in de Crackerj ack drug s to ' s  tuh do good an ' tuh do 
harm - it ' s  at de fo 'k  of  de road . Yo ' git dat root dere , yo ' heah me , boy .  
----(You get the roots from the fork of  the road? ) 

Yessuh . 
(But you don ' t throw these  peas in the fork of the road , you j us t  throw them 

out any place . ) 
Anywhere in the middle of the road , yo ' know . 
(Then this man comes to you . ) 
He comes tuh yo ' .  
(And after he comes to you then you are allowed to go to the fork of  the 

road . Do you go out to the fork of the road at any particular time ? ) 
No particular time . Yo ' j is '  go  on up - yo ' kin go in de day , cause yo ' see 

yo ' j is '  gittin ' in tech ; yo ' see , yo ' j is '  gittin '  in tech . Now , aftah yo ' done 
got acquainted wit dat , den yo ' ll know how it is an ' yo ' won ' t  be  s cared , an ' den 
yo ' go any hours den . Yo ' go twelve a ' clock in de night , an ' yo '  kin go at 
twelve in de night to fo ' in de mawnin ' .  

Yo ' take him dere too , de b lack cat , but it  mus t be  a he cat . I t  cain ' t  be a 
she . Yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' kin use dat , too , if yo ' wanta do s omething - if  
de  pers on ' s  not  s cared . I t  takes a brave heart tuh do s ome things ,  yo ' know . 
Dis is  real . Dis is  no dope ,  dis is no j unk , ah 'm tellin ' yo ' - dis is real 
s tuff . Yo ' take dat b lack cat an ' lak if yo ' have s ome watah , yo ' see , boilin ' , 
yo ' throw dat cat in dere . An ' it  quite usual - well naturally , his skin gon ' a  
come off . Dat skin comes off . Yo ' ll pull that eat ' s  skin off , yo ' know , inwards 
out an ' yo ' ketch dat fo ' bone right in dat hind laig . Take dat bone an ' yo ' do 
disaway an ' dataway , cros s yore mouth [ demons trates ] .  

(You go acros s your mouth one way and then down - making a cross on your 
m�uth . )  

Cros s yore mouth - dat ' s  declarin ' den , an ' yo ' keep dat . Ah 'm tellin ' yo ' 
whut ah know . Yo '  take dat bone an ' yo ' keep dat bone . Yo ' don ' t  do it  at home , 
yo ' see - yo ' do dat somewhere near , not at de fo ' k  of de road , but near it , yo '  
see , right within a halfa block ,  yo ' see . Tain ' t  nuthin or nobody tuh bother 
yo ' , cause they know whut ' s  it down dere fo ' .  See , if anybody goin ' down dere 
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dey don ' t  pay any attention , cause dey know whut i t ' s  fo ' ,  yo ' see . 
[ Some times a b lack cat bone is dressed . An elaborate dressing fo llows : ]  

Yo ' take dat bone an ' yo ' git chew some stee l dust an ' yo ' git  yo ' s ome John 
de Conker , but yo ' git  de powder John de Conker , no t de roo t . Yo ' want de High 
John de Conker. An ' yo ' put da t b lack cat bone an ' John de Conker an ' yo ' take 
de 2 7 th Chap ter of Job - j is ' read dat yo ' see . Den yo ' write dat chap ter down . 
Take dat b lack cat bone an ' yo ' take a s i lver dime - take dat b lack cat bone an ' 
yo ' take de 2 7 th chap ter o f  Job . Yo ' take yo ' dat John de Conker an ' put i t  in 
a b ag wit a p iece of red flannel an ' yo ' s ew dat . Put dat s ilver dime in dere , 
too . Sew dat up . See , sew dat up wi t a piece of white silk thread . An '  yo ' 
take dat an ' yo ' g i t  chew some Jap anese honeysuckle , it ' s  a perfume , an ' every 
rnawnin ' yo ' drap th ree drops on dere - on dat bone an ' dat roo t . 

Yo ' take dat an ' put i t  in yore pocket , but chew always keep in in yore le ft 
pocke t - yore back pocke t on yore le f t  s i de . Yo ' go dere an ' ,  if yo ' s entence 
fo ' de pen , dey gon ' a  s entence yo ' fo ' de pen . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' know whut 
chure gon ' a  make yore wish to dat . Cross dat [ s ee later ] . Now , dere ' s  a spiri t  
dat rules dat , yo ' see . A spirit rules dat b lack cat bone an ' yo ' kin do dis 
heah . Yo ' take dat bone an ' yo ' cro s s  i t  cro s s  yore mouth . Ah de clare to yo ' ,  
rnah boy , if  dat j udge kin j udge yo ' ,  dat lamp kin j udge yo ' .  Heah whut ah 'rn  
tellin ' yo ' ?  Out ! [You are out . The j udge turns you loos e . ]  

Yo ' got a co ' t  s crape an ' yo ' wanta win dat case . You kin take de j udge name 
an ' yo ' write his name nine times wi t b lue ink , an ' whosornevah is dis person 
dat ' s  cornin ' b e fo ' han ' , yo ' write dere name into dat j udge name nine times wi t 
dat b lue ink . I t  b e  b lue fo ' good . Yo ' fold it  wit ' in ,  lak yo ' foldin ' i t  to 
yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . Yo ' git  dat stee l dust - always us e stee l dust . Yo ' us e steel 
dust - i t ' s  good , i t ' s  drawin ' .  Yo ' g i t  dat stee l dust and you git you s ome 
ra1s 1ns , an ' g i t  chew some Karo Syrup an ' put dat in a j ar or a can or s ornepin . 
Dat ' s  if yo ' goin ' , yo ' know , tub co ' t .  Yo ' set dat j udge an ' all dern names in 
dere an ' yo ' close dat up , an ' yo ' carry dat roun ' de fo ' cornah of yore hous e 
fo ' three days . yo ' see . Yo ' carryin ' him wit chew , yo ' s ee . Now , yo ' carryin ' 
him wit yo ' - dat ' s  tub take yore burden from yo ' ,  don ' t chew see . Now , when yo ' 
carry dern rais ins , dat ' s  tub make him reason - yo ' know rais in will make anybody 
reas on wit chew [b ecaus e English wo rd rais in sounds like French wo rd raison which 
means reason ] . Yore candle - yo ' take yo ' three cream candles . Dat ' s  de day 
yore goin ' tub dat co ' t .  Yo ' g i t  chew some b ay rum an ' yo ' wash yore candles 
off wit b ay rum - dey mus t be washed . Always wash de candles b e fo ' yo ' us e ' ern .  
Yo ' mus t always wash dern wit b ay rum . Yo ' wash yore candles wi t b ay rum an ' 
whenevah yo ' goin ' light dern , ' fo re yo ' go befo ' de j udge , yo ' take a kni fe an ' 
yo ' cut dat end o f f . See . Yo ' drop it [ cut-o f f  wi ck ] down in where yo ' goin ' 
tub burn dern at . Yo ' mus tn ' t throw i t  away - le t it all dis solve togethah . Yo ' 
light dos e  th ree cream candles an ' yo ' take yo ' s ome rais ins an ' yo '  build i t  lak 
a lit tle boat - shape it lak a lit tle boat - yore candles are s till s tayin ' in 
dere . 

(Ins ide the boat? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' take an ' yo ' put dat Karo Syrup all aroun ' in dere an ' swee ten him 

down wi t dern rais ins , yo ' see , an ' dat Karo Syrup . Now , yo ' goin ' b e fo ' de 
j udge . If dat. j udge don ' t  reas on with yo ' ever ' thing yo '  tell him , honey ,  ah 
ain ' t s e ttin ' heah . Dere ain ' t nuthin yo ' did wus wrong . Do yo '  heah ? 

(You cut the top off  the candle ? ) 
Yeah , an ' yo ' put it  down where yo ' goin ' tub b urn yo re candle . 
(Which end o f  the candle do you light?  How are you g oing to light them with 

those wicks off? ) 
Take yore match an ' yo ' hold i t  till dat wi ck come up . 
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(You cut those loose wi cks off and then you light the candle from th e match 
and let it burn . )  

Till i t  burn , ' caus e yo ' see yo ' burns de evi l thought an ' di f f ' rent thing s . 
Yo ' ket ch him fo ' good . 

[ You get ] a can o f  milk , a ten- cent can o f  milk , an ' git  chew some cinnimin 
an ' yo ' take nine blocks o f  s ug ah , o f  loaf sugah . Yo ' dissolve dat in dat milk 
an ' fo ' nine days but no t every day , nine days ; but yo ' kin make it nine weeks , 
once a week . Yo ' s crub yore place out wit dat . De watah dat ' s  left , yo ' throws 
dat out an ' yo ' wash dat . Always take de cinnimin an ' s ugah . Now , if yo ' [ know] 
who is dis brutal po li ceman - or den in o thah ways yo ' don ' t have tub know dere 
name - yo ' kin us e [ i t ]  as dis , yo ' s ay ,  "Well , dey in de 8 th p recinct . "  Well , 
yo ' us e de 8 th p recinct , yo ' see . Yo ' j is '  take an ' wri te de number down an ' 
den de 8 th p recinct , or p arish . Jis ' put dat down an ' yo ' g i t  chew some black 
p eppah an ' yo ' g i t  chew an ole kni fe an ' an ole fo ' k ,  see . Now dis yore p lace 
heah - yo ' runnin ' dis p lace , and he at de 8 th precinct . Yo ' put dat down right 
in front of yore place - see , j is '  de s tep ; put i t  undah dat s tep . Yo ' put dat 
peppah dere an ' yo ' g i t  chew some cayenne peppah , black peppah an ' salt , an ' yo ' 
put dat name an ' yo ' lay dat name down flat , ups ide down - yo ' turn de name down 
to de g round , yo ' s ee .  Yo ' put dat black peppah firs t , den yo ' put dat red 
peppah , but always us e all whatevah yo '  gits  - all  o f  i t . [ She demons trates . ]  
Den yo ' take dat fo ' k  an ' yo ' put dat fo ' k  dis way . Yo ' put dat kni fe dat way 
an ' yo ' take yo ' some dirt an ' yo ' put dat dirt on top o f  dat . No t nobody from 
de 8 th p recinct can ' t come dere an ' - [ the ] j udg e hiss elf couldn ' t come dere . 
De 8th p recinct is b arred away from yore place , yo ' s ee .  Dat ' s  how yo ' keep de 
poli cemans away . See , yo ' have tub take de number an ' take de whole bunch , 
becaus e see , one crowd is on de night an ' one crowd is on de day , an ' den s ome
time dey changes ' em ,  an '  in dat way yo ' wouldn ' t  know who , yo ' know , is comin ' 
an '  who ain ' t .  Well , yo ' got one , yo ' go t me boy - heah comes de o thah fellah . 
Dis way yo ' got ' em all . Don ' t chew s ee ?  

(You d o  that at the s ame time that you s crub wi th this mi lk and s tuff ? )  
Yeah , but dat ' s  j i s '  fo ' yore luck . Dat will bring in yore luck . Dat ' s  fo ' 

yo ' ,  dat won ' t affect yo ' at all ; dat ' s  tub keep dem away , i t  won ' t affect yore 
bus ines s at all . 

( But that milk and s tuff that you s crub wi th , that is to b ring in cus tomers ? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  tub bring in . I t ' ll b ring ' em ,  too . No way in de worl ' fo ' ' em 

tub cross i t . 
Yo ' kin take dis s to ckin ' s  or  s o ck - ei thah way yo ' know . If i t ' s  a woman yo ' 

take her s to ckin ' an ' i f  i t ' s  a man yo ' take his s o ck ,  but let i t  b e  a dirty pair 
whut dey worn yo ' know , an ' yo ' take dere name an ' put into dat sock .  Yo ' take 
yo ' a pen an ' ink - see , let it b e  blue if yo ' want to , dat ' s  fo ' goo d .  Yo ' 
cain ' t take dat , yo ' know , if yo ' wanta do it fo ' bad . Take an ' put her name or 
his name , whatevah it is , yo ' know , tub put dere . Yo ' put dere name . 

(Once ? )  
No , nine times - always us e i t  nine , an ' yo ' ll keep dat . Us e i t  wi th s tee l 

dust . Gi t chew some lodes tone - heah ' s  ano thah trick - an ' yo ' put dat into dat 
s to ckin ' , into dat foot , an ' yo ' fold dat foot to yo ' ; see , yo ' fold it in . Yo ' 
take dat s to ckin ' or dat sock an ' yo ' bury i t  underneath de back s teps ; see , not 
de

.
front - always leave it to de back .  An ' dat lady o f  dat house , she will s tay 

dere ; an ' i f  i t ' s  a man , dat g entleman will s tay at dat hous e .  See , whut ah 
mean . Yo ' unders tan ' me? An ' when dat s o ck b eg innin ' tub ro t ,  yo ' renew i t  
ovah agin . 

Yo ' take de sho e , s ee ,  lak i t ' s  - an ' wri te nine times yore name , or  de man ' s  
name o r  de woman ' s  name , an ' den yo ' ll cut dat shoe dat yo ' ll j is '  have de shape 
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o f  dat sole , yo ' see , an ' yo ' put dat stee l dus t an ' lodestone . Wherevah yo ' 
put dat shoe , always put it  at de b ack s tep ,  though . Put dat shoe an ' yo ' shape 
dat place - shape dat p lace where yo ' goin ' put dat shoe , yo ' know. Yo ' put dat 
stee l dus t an ' sugah . Yo ' put some cinnimin an ' yo ' turn dat sole of dat shoe 
right downwards , see , b ringing it [ toe  pointing ] into de house . Den yo ' put some 
mud ovah dat an ' yo ' leave it s tay dere . 

Now , ah don ' t  care how many Miss  Madam he  see out dere he want , he goin '  s tay 
dere . He must s tay dere . 

(You must cut the bottom sole out of  his shoe - out o f  the old shoe? ) 
Yes . He goin ' s tay dere . He goin ' s tay dere wit you b ecause yo ' got him 

dere . 
(You got him planted . )  
Yeah , dat ' s  it . 
I f  it ' s  a woman yo ' wants tuh kill , yo ' take an ' git chew a little doll , an ' 

let it b e  a she doll an ' yo ' name that doll , lak mah name ' s  Catherine [ once be
fore , she called herself Catherine - probably her name] , yo ' name dat doll Cath
erine . An ' now yo ' say to me , say , "Catherine , ah want chew tuh pass out in nine 
days . "  Yo ' see . 

Now , yo ' take an ' git chew a box dat b e  shape lak a little coffin . Yo ' shroud 
me an ' yo ' put me in dere . See , yo ' name me - s ee , yo ' got mah name on dere . 
Yo ' put me in dere an ' yo ' bury it  - make a little grave all around dere an ' put 
dat in a box . Yo ' understan ' whut ah mean? An '  den yo ' take dat - honey , see 
lak tomorrow be  de nine days , yo ' take dat today an ' yo ' carry it on up to de 
cemetery . Anybody dat chew know dat passed out , yo ' put me in dere wi t dem , an ' 
den tell dem dat chew want me tuh keep dem company . Ah don ' t  care if  - ah fall 
down an ' b reak mah neck - somepin goin ' happen tuh me . Ah gotta go b ack dere -
when de nine days up dey got company dere . 

(You put this little box right down in that grave . Do you put it  any special 
way in that grave? What do you do with those  s ticks ? )  

Yo ' see , de s ticks is  goin ' b e  in dat box [wi th the doll ] , yo ' see . Yo ' put 
me in a coffin . Den yo ' take an ' put me [ in the li ttle coffin ]  into a box [ an
other box ] , yo ' see , dat chew ' ll b e  able tuh carry an ' people don ' t see dat chew 
got a coffin - it [ the firs t  box with the doll ] de shape of a coffin , yo ' under
stan ' . Dey ' ll think it ' s  a ordinary box or somepin yo ' go t ,  an ' yo ' ain ' t .  An '  
yore s ticks i s  goin ' b e  aroun ' dere [ outside and about the firs t  box ]  b ut into 
dere [ the second box ] , yo ' see . Den nobody will s ee what chew got . 

(What are the s ticks in there for - any particular reason? ) 
Dem s ticks is de graveyard - dat ' s  de fence aroun ' de grave . 
But chew don ' t  have tuh take a b lack hen ' s  aig , yo ' kin take any hen ' s  aig fo ' 

dat . I f  yo ' wanta draw a fellah to yo ' ,  yo ' take a aig - any kind o f  hen ' s  aig 
but let it be a fresh aig , a fresh yard-egg . An '  yo ' take de fellah ' s  name an ' 
yo ' write his name nine time all aroun ' dat aig - all aroun ' nine times . Take 
dat aig an ' put i t  underneath de b acksteps . 

(Underneath your b ack steps . )  
Yeah . Ah don ' t  ca ' if  he ' s  in S t .  Paul , Minnesota , he ' s  comin ' heah , an '  he 

won ' t  be long gittin ' heah , ei thah . He ' ll come if he have tuh traak it [ ride a 
freight train or  walk the train track ] . Ah 'm tellin ' whut ah know . 

Well , dey u� ed tuh do dat but de maj ority o f  men dey takes de bows out dey 
hat . Dey used tuh could use dat wit stee l dus t an ' work ' em - yo ' could b ring 
' em to yo ' an ' yo ' could take dere hat - whilst now dey don ' t  even let chew use 
dey hat no mo ' .  

Yo ' could take dat bow out his hat an ' put it in a Bib le - de Bible . Yo ' take 
de 2 7 th chapter of Matthew an ' put it right th ere with Matthew an ' put dat stee l 
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dust on dere , an ' yo ' read 
don ' t  care where dat man . 
Yessuh . 

de 27th chapter of Matthew three times a day , an ' ah 
Well , he ' s  comin ' to yo ' ,  babe - dat ' s  yore darky . 

(That b rought him there ? )  
Yes indeed .  
Evil could b e  done wi t a willow tree , a weepin ' willow - pretty much evil 

could be  done wi t dat , wit a woman or a man , eithah way . 
As ah said  [j us t before my machine was res tarted ] , so many women has went down 

from de weepin ' willow . Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  cloth , her mens tratin ' cloth an ' 
yo ' takes an ' put her - yo ' go to dat weepin ' willow an ' yo ' pluck a hole outa 
dere . Yo ' take dat woman ' s  cloth an ' if  yo ' cain ' t  git a pie ce o f  hair out o f  
her haid tub put with dat , yo ' take dat cloth an ' yo ' put her name in dat tree , 
an ' j is '  lak dat weepin ' willow weep , j is '  lak it goes ,  dat ' s  de way dat woman 
goes . See , ah hate tub think of  talkin ' ' bout dat ' cause ah know a pers on went 
down wit dat , through dat . 

(Well , how would you wri te that ? ) 
Yo ' would wri te her name s traight , but yo ' would wri te i t  wit red ink , cause 

dat fo ' evil . Yo ' put dat in dere wi t de cloth an ' yo ' close dat tree b ack up . 
She ' s  closing dat tree . She ' s  gotta weep j is '  lak de tree weep , an ' as dat tree 
goes down , an ' she comes up , den she goes down , an ' she comes up . Dat ' s  de way 
she am . An ' at de end on de ninth month she ' s  no t heah , she ' s  out McDonough
_ville - got laid down , dat mean ' s  in de graveyard . She ' s  daid  den - gone . 

But she ' s  - yo ' see , i t ' s  a thing tub make ' em lingah . Yo ' see , i t  keep ' em 
j is '  pinin ' away ,  j is '  pinin ' an ' draggin ' an ' pinin ' - lak any weepin ' willah . 

Now , yo ' git  de hair  from a man ' s  haid , out de mole [mold ]  o f  a man ' s  haid , 
an ' yo ' takes his name an ' yo ' wri te his name nine times wit dat red ink , an ' yo ' 
s tick dat into dat - cuts a hole outa de willah tree , an ' yo ' s tick it  into dat 
willah tree wit his name an ' steel  dust - put some stee l dust in i t . Dat ' s  gon ' a  
bring dat man down right heah - h e  may be  a fine man , lak yo ' ,  but when dat s tuff 
finish wit dat man , he won ' t  be as large as me . He ' s  goin ' , too . Well , if  a 

erson wanta see o ' d - dat ' s  whut yo ' call "yo ' put ' em on a drag" - � 
see , de in ' fo ' nine months - an ' yo ' d!'afjgin ' ,  too - yeah , yo '  dPa.g -
dat ' s  de nine-month drag - dey call out , "Ah ' ll give yo '  a nine-month drag" -
den he gon ' a  go to a weepin ' willah . 

[How can I bring b ack] ( this fellow that ran away? }  
Whut do de killin? Yo ' kin easily do d at .  Yo ' kin git him b ack in about 

three days anyhow . Aftah dat yo ' kin make him confess .  Ah 'm  goin ' tell yo ' 
how yo ' do dat . 

Yo ' git chew a tongue - a bee f  tongue . Whatsomevah his name is , yo ' wri te 
his name nine times wi t b lue ink , cause yo ' make him confess tub good . Yo ' take 
dat tongue an ' yo ' put it in a b ig pan-lak - a dishpan . Yo ' git  chew some rai
sins an ' yo ' put chew some honey aroun ' dat tongue , see . But yo ' take dat name 
an ' s tick it into dat tongue , yo ' understan ' . Yo ' j is '  s tick dat name into dat 
tongue , his name , an ' yo ' put dem raisins all aroun ' dat tongue an ' den yo ' git  
chew three red lights an ' yo ' burn dem lights - dat 's  fo ' three days . Yo ' burn 
each one o f  dem lights fo ' three days . Yo ' git  chew nine glasses o f  watah an ' 
yo ' draw dat watah at nine a ' clock in de mawnin ' ,  b ut whosomevah he is , yo '  call 
h� an ' yo '  let chure faucet drip - let that fauce t drip about three hours any
way . Don ' t let anybody go to dat faucet ,  dat ' s  if  yo ' workin ' on a case , tub git  
it in . An ' , honey , in three days time , yo ' gon ' a git a report dat "so-an ' -so
an ' -so  confessed" - he acknowledged dat he did it . See , yo ' wanta bring him 
b ack . 

(You burn these candles right in that dishpan? ) 
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Yeah , aroun ' de tongue . 
Well , it ' s  a oil dey call peaone [ ? ]  oi l .  I t ' s  called peaone oi l but it ' s  not 

real pecan dat we eat , it ' s  not dat oil . 
(Petroleum oil? You mean , like from the nuts o f  the tree - pecan oil? ) 
Yes - de oil . Yo ' uses nine drops o f  dat - uh-huh , on his han ' . Whosornevah 

de man is dat he ' s  goin ' to , j is '  befo ' he goes tub dat man , always give him de 
27th chapter - de 27th Psalms of  David . See , let him read de 2 7th chapter of  
David . An '  use dat peaone oi l ,  see , fo ' David controls dat oil  an ' he controls 
dat j ob .  When he gits dere he got dat man ' s  mind , cause see , dat oil i s  holdin ' 
him right dere . He kin go dere an ' stan '  up - he don ' t  have tub go to dat boss -
he j is '  s tan '  dere an ' he goin ' pick him out quicker den anyb ody else , cause he 
got dat s tuff  on him tub draw him to him . 

S t . Raymond is really good - he ' s  de saint fo ' money . Yo ' don ' t  have tub have 
his picture or nuthin . Yo ' kin use him by thoughts yo ' know . An ' whatevah yo ' 
ask him fo ' ,  yo ' give him parsley - a bunch o f  pars ley , green onions an ' a green 
light . An ' whatevah yo ' ask him fo ' , yo ' make it in three days or  make it in 
nine days - yo ' know , yore wish . But yo ' give him dat parsley , green onion an ' 
ask him fo ' whut chew want an ' yo ' goin ' git  whut chew askin ' him fo ' .  He ' s  
thinkin ' o f  givin ' it tub yo ' .  

Ah always used her .  
(S t .  Rita? ) 
Yeah , ah likes her . She ' s  very good and she ' s  good fo ' di ff ' rent wirnrnins , an ' 

she hardly work too much fo ' mens , less he ' s  a mighty good man . If he ' s  a good 
man she ' ll work fo ' him , but yo ' kin tell if he ain ' t  no good , cause she really 
ain ' t  goin ' do nuthin fo ' him .  She really won ' t  do nuthin fo ' him .  But she will 
he ' p  yo ' if yo ' means good . She ' ll help ' ern .  

Now , S t . Joseph ,  yo ' kin use him fo ' a weddin ' - kin use him fo ' a weddin ' .  
[The following rite is unusual , my only examp le of  i t . ]  
Yo ' kin take St . Joseph an ' use him fo ' a weddin ' - make a weddin ' .  Lak i f  ah 

wants yo ' tub marry me , ah take a li ttle doll an ' dress her lak a b ride . Dress 
dat doll lak a b ride an ' yo ' dress de fellah , yo ' know , lak a groom . Git chew a 
li ttle cake , make yo ' a cake an ' yo ' set that all - set it lak yo ' settin ' it  on 
de tab le . Jes ' put it in a box cause yo ' gon ' a  have tub , yo ' know , move dern 
things sometime when people comes in , yo ' know . Yo ' gotta have a room to yo ' s elf 
where yo ' kin keep dose things an ' dat nob ody kin go in dat who kin see , yo ' 
know . Yo ' git chew a li ttle Bible , li ttle Tes tament , an ' yo ' open dat Testament 
right  in front of dat dere . An ' yo ' gits S t . Joseph ,  but chew have him - if yo ' 
don ' t  have him ,  yo ' mus t have his picture [ and ] j is ' give him dat ligh t an ' tell 
him j is '  how many days yo ' give him dern lights an ' how many days yo ' want dis 
weddin ' tub take place . See . An '  aftah dis weddin ' take place , [ tell him ]  dat 
yo ' wi ll give him ,  Whatevah yo ' wanta promise him .  If dat weddin ' won ' t  take 
place ah ain ' t  settin ' heah . But yo ' mus t dress dern - yo ' must put dern to
gethah - an ' dey git married den , yo ' know . 

(You don ' t  read out of  that Bible? ) 
No , j is '  put it  front of  him .  
(What color candles do  you use? ) 
White - da� s fo ' de weddin ' .  
Take yo ' some gunpowder an ' some fi le an ' put a little salt in it , an ' when 

dey come dere yo ' throw dat behin ' ' ern .  Let ' ern  go - dey ain ' t  cornin ' back . 
Take a b room - git dat b room an ' j is '  lak yo ' made a mis take , let dat b room 

fall behin ' ' ern .  See , dat ' s  simple , j is '  let dat b room fall behin ' ' ern .  An ' git  
chew a glass of  watah or  j ar or sornepin , yo ' know , an ' yo ' s  fixin ' tub git a 
drink j is '  befo ' dey goes , yo ' know . Let dat fall down dere . Let ' ern go . Dey 
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ain ' t  comin ' back ,  dey ain ' t  comin ' back .  I t  wash ' em away . But don ' t  let dat 
se t too thick on yo ' [be  free to try other methods ] - git  dat fi le . 

(They use that right on the broom - the water . )  
[ I f  someone is burning a candle agains t you , what can you do ] ( to put that 

lighted candle out? ) 
Git some coffee grounds , whut chew drink - coffee , but de grounds . Put ' em in 

a cloth an ' put ' em in de back of  yore - right heah [ demons t rates ] .  
(Right in the back of your head - a little above the ne ck . )  
Dat put every light out whut dey humin ' or ah ain ' t  set tin ' heah an ' it  won ' t  

take no ' feet eithah . Dem lights  goin ' out an ' dey ' ll wonde r how come dem lights 
ain ' t  humin ' , but yo ' got ' em so dat puttin ' ' em out . Fas t as dey light ' em ,  
dey goin ' out - dey run right down an ' me lt . 

Make ' em fight lak dog an ' cat - if  it ' s  a woman an ' a man yo ' wanta keep ' em 
fightin ' all de time . Yo ' take de dog , ketch him if  he a mean dog , an ' yo ' t akes 
de hair out de mole [mold ] of his haid , right out de mole ; an '  yo ' git chew a 
cat , yo ' take de hair out de mole of  dat eat ' s  haid . An ' yo ' write dis woman ' s  
name s traight lak dis , nine times wit red ink . Yo ' write dat man ' s  name nine 
times across dere wit de red ink . Take an ' git  chew some cayenne peppah , hot 
peppah , an ' git chew some black peppah , an ' yo ' git chew three lemons . Yo ' take 
an ' ole tin can an ' yo ' put dat down in de re into dat can . Put dat name down in 
dere firs t . Put dat cat [and dog hair ]  down . Yo ' take an ' write dat woman ' s  
name dis way - write dat name nine times dat way . Yo ' put chew some s tee l dus t 
down in dere , in dis p apah where de name is , an ' yo ' put chew some cayenne pep 
pah .  Put some black peppah - dat ' s  all dat in dat papah , an ' put dat cat hair 
an ' dat dog hair into dat papah . Den yo ' fold dat papah - yo '  fold it dis way 
an ' yo ' fold it dat way , but yo ' folds it lak a cross all de time . Yo ' see , it 
down in dat can . An ' yo ' git chew some gall , beef gall . Git chew some beef 
gall , yo ' heah me? Well , yo ' put dat down in dere wit some vinegah . An ' yo ' 
shut dat can up - yo ' heah? Yo ' j is '  shut it so dat de s t reng th won ' t  git out . 
See , it ' s  goin ' tuh be a can dat yo ' kin keep dat s t reng th . I f  dey don ' t  fight 
lak dat , dey ' ll nevah end up fightin ' till dey separate . I t ' ll separate a man 
an ' dey separate , too , ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' .  I t ' ll b reak ' em up . 

(Well , what about those three lemons , do you j us t  put them in there? ) 
Yeah , but chew b roke [ them] , yo ' know , so de j ui ce kin come out . Jis ' don ' t  

put ' em in dere ; j is ' open ' em so dat de j uice git out - see dat dat sourness 
comin ' in dere . Dat ole gall is b itter . 

De toad is good an ' den he ' s  b ad .  Yo ' kin take Mr .  Toad an ' yo '  kin take him 
an ' yo ' kin do good an ' yo ' kin take him an ' mess a fellah up . 

Yo ' kin take Mr .  Toad an ' kill somebody . Yo ' kin take him an ' if it ' s  a woman 
or a man an ' write dere name nine time wit red ink an ' put dat s tee l dus t in 
dere , cayenne peppah an ' dat name . Take dat toadf�g an ' split him open . Stick 
dat name in dere an ' sew it while he ' s  jumpin ' roun ' , while he ' s  live . Sew it up 
whils t he ' s  live . Take him an ' hang him up in de sun where he will dry . Den in 
nine days yo ' take him an ' bring him to de graveyard an ' put him in anyone ' s  
grave - if it ' s  me , ah 'm  goin ' , ah 'm  goin ' . Dat ' s  wit de toad . 

(You j us t  bury him on any grave . )  
.Any grave . 

( In telling this las t thing now , about this toad , you say you hang him up . )  
Yes , an ' let him dry . 
(How long did you say that you hang him up? )  
Yo ' kin j is ' let him stay dere till he die . Let  him till he die . 
(Do you kill him first? ) 
Yo ' see , yo ' done kilt him [by sp lit ting him open ] an ' yo ' hang  him up . When 



1074 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

he dry yo ' take dat dus t , yo ' unders tan ' , .take dat dus t an '  j is '  take i t  an ' put 
it undah yore fingernails an ' use it lak de women wearin ' dere long fingernails 
now - carry it in her pocketbook an '  den drop it  in a glass an ' dey drink dat . 
An '  dat thing , he ' s  gon ' a form , yo ' see . Ah declare tub God , dey can ' t git  'em 
all out - can ' t git  all of dat outa dem . · 

(That will put something alive in him? ) 
Yeah , dat fPog dus t .  Yo ' done took dat dus t an ' dat frog done ' cumulate in 

him ,  yessuh , an '  mo ' den one , yo ' see . Can ' t git  it out . 
(There is no way o f  ge tting it out? ) 
De fellah got t a  know [what] tuh do tuh git  it  out , see . Now yo ' ketch dis 

fellah whut ' s  got dat an ' yo ' goin ' work dat case . Ever ' mawnin ' yo ' give dis 
fellah a b ig dose of olive oil , see . Yo ' git chew a j ar of  sweet milk - give him 
plenty sweet milk . Yo ' take three silvah half-dollahs an ' yo ' boil one pint of 
dat milk down to halfa pint - wit dose three halves . Yo ' take an ' yo ' grate dat 
silvah off , much as yo ' kin , an ' put it in dat milk an ' give it to dat fellah . 
He goin ' pass ever ' bit o f  dat frog . Dat ' s  where yo ' git chure money . 

[ She now des cribes one of  her medical cases . ]  
De two women done dopes him ,  yo ' know , an ' had him all messed up . Her parents 

[ the wife ' s ,  had this done ] . 
Yo ' git  chew dat milk , git  chew a j ar of  milk , git a pint , yo ' unders tan ' , an '  

boil i t  down to  halfa pint wit three silvah half-dollahs , an ' yo ' [ g rate ] dat 
silvah in dere . Yo ' make him drink dat milk an '  drink dat silvah - much as he 
kin . An '  yo ' take an ' git chew a bunch of parsley an ' yo ' boil dat parsley an '  
yo ' make him drink dat pars ley watah . Dat s tuff comin ' out of  him an ' he ' ll git 
rid of her . He won ' t be bothered wit her no mo ' whut she done put up in him . 
Dat ' ll clean him out . 

An '  yo ' kin take him [MP. Toad] ag in an ' kill him an ' take his blood an ' mix 
it wit fresh lard an ' ,  yo ' know , make a salve an ' cure anybody wit de piles . 
I t ' ll cure de piles if  it ' s  b lee din ' piles . He ' s  good fo ' many things - cure de 
piles , cause ah have did it . 

Yo ' ·see , yo ' take codfish , j is '  any codfish an ' yo ' boil it , an '  yo ' take dat 
watah an ' yo ' git  chew some yallah-wash - it ' s  called de yallah-wash . Put chew 
some ground cinnimin an ' powdered cinnimin , put sugah an ' put s tee l dus t.  Now , 
it ' s  a good- time house - yo ' see , dat ' s  tub draw , draw de trade in fas ter - de 
fas t-house ,  yo ' know whut ah mean , fas t women draws mens to ' em yo ' see . Set dat 
cod fish-watah an ' dat cinnimin an ' sugah . S crub wit it - scrub dat in . Dat 
brings in men , an ' draws mens to ' em .  Dat whut de ' use cod fish-watah fo ' .  

Yo ' kin take cow manure an ' Paise Sam wit it , too . Cow manure is hell . Yo ' 
take a fellah ' s  name an ' yo ' write it nine times ;it red ink an '  yo ' take an-, -

pass it in dat cow manure - j is '  spread dat cow manure ovah dat , an ' le t it stay 
dere fo ' nine days . An '  den yo ' move it from wherevah yo ' put it at an ' yo ' 
stick it underneath dirt in de ground , but le t it be in a box .  Yo ' ll see de 
results . 

(Where do you bury that? ) 
In de groun ' - anywhere , ' long as yo ' bury it , but chew got dat in dat cow 

manure . In othah words , excus e me , but yo ' ain ' t shit , an '  yo ' know it ' s  ter
rible tub be �n dere . An '  yo ' got ' em in dere cause dey buried in dere . Oh , 
it ' s  tough . 

Easy wit dat . Take his le ft- foo t shoe an ' j is '  turn it  up lak dat , right at 
de head of  de bed where he ' s  sleepin ' at an ' git a g las s of swee ten watah -
sweeten dat wat ah sweet as sugah an '  put it  at de head where she turn dat shoe 
at . He goin ' sleep dere till she git back if it ' s  still tomorrah mawnin ' .  He 
goin ' s t ay dere an ' sleep , an '  den when she git back , when he do wake up , he ' ll 
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wake up wit a smile - dat ' s  water ' s  goin ' swee ten him down . Dat ' s  goin ' keep him 
sweeten dere . I t ' s  easy done . 

(End of 1585 . )  
[TWo informants followed her and then came next day : ] 
( Tes ting the s tylus [ o f  Teled iphone ] ,  Algiers , Louis iana , Saturday , February 

24 , 1940 . One woman who came here yes terday , No . 1585 , wore sun glasses and had 
a handkerchie f  tied around her head in sort of  a disguise . ) 

(Next 1588 . ) 
[ "Algiers , La . - Fri . , Feb . 23 ,  1940 - 1585 - woman 60 - excellent - colored 

eyeglasses " - N�ePs Book 1 5 5 8-1605 . ]  

AGENT FOR CURIOS 

AH ' VE  BEEN WORKING FOR THIS COMPANY 
FOR THE LAST SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS 

AH HA VE AROUND TWO HUNDRED CUSTOMERS 

AH ' VE  EXPLAINED THINGS TO YOU 
THAT AH DON 'T EXPLAIN TO OTHERS 

JACKsONVILLE , FLORIDA 

[ CUPios at the date o f  this interview was a legal term covering the fo llowing 
articles : Luaky Can.dZes 3 Get TogetheP PowdeP 3 NeveP PaPt Oi 7, 3 BZaak Cat Ashes 3 
Devi Z 's Stone3 Deadman 's Bones and other merchandise s imilarly labeled . The 
company or companies distributing these goods through mail-order house  or  door
to-door agent s tated in a circular , "We make no pre te rnatural claims on any o f  
these products and sell them all merely for curios . "  Our AGENT FOR CURIOS - an 
intelligent woman , informant 590 - firs t explains her work and then I read the 
preceding circular . This interview is interesting for three reasons : firs t , the 
quite obvious one ; second , the agent ' s  faith in her products ; and third , at the 
very end , the remarkab le s tory of her cus tomer with heart troub le - a M . D .  
(Doctor o f  Medicine) and a R . D .  (Root DoatoP) being involved . Unfortunately , 
the re cording is  bad he re and there . As I exp lained in the INTRODUCTION , my 
work in Jacksonville was done under noisy hotel conditions and during intense 
July heat . The material is on cylinders 9 2 3-928 . ]  

I ' m working fo ' the Keys tone , Memphis , Tennessee , and also the Lucky Heart 
Company , and then I ' ve recently taken up the High Hat , that product , an ' also 
Curios . 

(Are all these  in Memphi s ? ) 
Memphis , Tennessee , and probably in de same b ui lding . I think the Keys tone -

de Lucky Heart pulled out from de Keys tone an ' I don ' t  know where de Keys tone 
or�inated from , but I know that the Lucky Heart has j us t pulled out from the 
Keys tone and then I think the High Hat is  from the Lucky Heart ; the way I can 
understand , because it wasn ' t  b e fo ' . I been a-working for the Keys tone now for 
about seven ye ars an ' I didn ' t  hear about these other things . Pre t ty soon they 
go t my name somehow or other and they wrote me and I ' d taken that up , an ' I saw 
that the two wo rke d j us t  about the same . An '  I could ge t one - now the Lucky 
Heart , they come in j us t  a little - they are the same price but [ give ]  j ust a 
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little more . Now , you take salesmen now days , sometimes they are catering to the 
pub lic . It ' s  not what I want so much but what mah cus tomers wants . 

(That ' s  right . )  
An '  when ah b ring out a product , ah say ,  "Here now , this is the Keystone and 

this is the Lucky Heart . It ' s  the same goods but they are giving you j ust  a 
little mo ' . " They say , "Well , now , ah want that [ the larger bottle , j ar or 
package ] . "  An '  I let them have what it is . Now , there the Keys tone may be j us t 
a little better but the Lucky Heart gives more - that ' s  why I were ab le to take 
up the Lucky Heart at a b igger force than I did the Keystone , and I don ' t  carry 
as much of the Keys tone as I do the Lucky Heart , and I 'm not carrying as much of  
the High Hat as I do the Lucky Heart because - now , there the High Hat comes in . 
They giving j us t  a lit tle bigger  than they are the Lucky Heart but s till it ' s  not 
as good , but de people is catering to it and they s ay ,  "Well , ah want this . "  
They put that [ article ] down and they want this . Well , ah 'm  catering to them 
because it ' s  de [ thing they want ] . 

(How do these concerns pay you , by commiss ion? ) 
Why sure , pay me by commission .  
(Have you any catalogues or any literature for that ? )  
[ She did , like the good salesman she was , and began to explain - firs t , her 

bes t  selling produc t . ] 
High John the Conker with Holy Oil - package 50 cents . 
(That ' s  the best sale you have . )  
Genuine High John the Conker Root  in a box ,  without Holy Oil , in the box is 

25 cents . 
[ I  am looking at a few samples she brought : ]  
(The root with the Holy Oil in a j ar is 50 cents . )  
(The genuine Magnetic  Lodestone . What do they do with that ? )  
[Her  reply unrecorded . ]  
(This bottle has Holy Oil with Live Lodes tone . )  
Live Lodes tone - the same as High John de Conker .  
[Here i s  the note , "Trans criber left out lot o f  conversation . " ]  
("Eve Root in Love Oil - Romance , Passion , Love and Marriage . "  That is 

prepared from this same company , the Lucky Heart Company . What do you do with 
that now? ) 

[Her  reply unrecorded . ]  
("Curio Box - Devil ' s  Shoes tring , Dragon ' s  B lood , Life Everlas ting Herbs , 

Devil ' s  Stone , Deadman ' s  Bones . " ) 
I f  they want to run yo ' ,  drive yo ' away , well , some will take the tracks and 

they ' ll take that track and throw i t  certain ways and different parts . Some 
throws it to the sunrise , some throws it in de eas t , some wes t , but anyway you 
are gone - you ' ll git away . 

Jus t say i f  a woman has a husb and , sweetheart or  something like that and she 
wants to get rid of him . "Ah 'm tired of  him - ah don ' t  want him any more - ah 
don ' t  want him come round here - ah 'm  sick of him . " Well , or anyb ody wants to 
drive you away from them that they think you might do them harm . "Well , ah don ' t 
want him round me - ah 'm going to run him away from here - well , ah ' ll seek to 
get something that will drive him away . "  Well , they will get Go Away Powder . 
An '  that powde� is used this way . It ' s  used on their ches t .  They rub their 
ches t with it and then they put it  in places where they go around them , and as 
soon as they ab ide in these places where this powder is put , finally they ' ll 
drift away from there . 

(Where do you get this powder? ) 
Well , ah kin get it from either one of  these companies .  
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(From the Lucky Heart or  the Keys tone? ) 
I can get it  from the Lucky Heart or the Keys tone . I ' m quite sure I can get 

it  from the Keys tone . 
The same man was here yes terday t alking with you .  
(Doator . • • . . •  ) [Name of doator not clear . ] 
He told me that he was staying to a place and he said ,  "I don ' t  know what harm 

they want a do with me , "  he says , "ah never done nuthin to nobody , but yo ' come to 
mah room and look under mah bed . There ' s  something under them cracks in that 
bed . " [A  doator who could not pro tect himself ! Or  is he imitating s cientific 
medicine - a doctor should never doctor himself . ]  An ' ah went there , and all in 
where the springs or where the railing j oin into the bed , you know , into the 
head o f  the bed and the foot of  the bed , it  was some white dus t - dirt all in 
them cracks . An ' ah reached up in mah hair and go t a hairpin and ah dug in all 
out on de floor , an ' ah got  up as much as ah could and ah carried it to him ,  and 
ah sai d ,  "Do you know what that is ? Ah don ' t know what it is . Ah got it out 
from under yore bed . Yo ' told me there was something there , "  an ' ah says , "ah 
got it out . "  He says , "It ' s  graveyard dirt . "  He says , "Ah knowed something was 
under mah bed , cause ah couldn ' t  res t . "  He says , "Ah couldn ' t  res t ,  ah ' d  be 
res tless at night . "  And he says , "Mah mind - ah been putting mah hand down dere 
feeling that dirt , but ah couldn ' t  see it , you know . "  And he s ays , "This is what 
it  is . "  

They mixed i t  with something else - it looked like a white powder . 
Ah got the s ame things right here . Ah have Follow Me - I can get Follow Me . 

I have Controlling - I can get Controlling . Now these companies have these 
things , but I never order ' em be cause de people - ah don ' t  tell ' em about ' em .  
Ah 'm telling you something that I don ' t  explain to mah cus tomers because some of  
' em will make me  get  ' em .  But the company sends me all o f  these things . 

Now , I ' m going to  show you one li ttle thing here that the company sends me 
(opening paper)  [no te by trans criber who hears paper unwrapped] . Now High Hat 
carries these things . That ' s  a special one [ lis t ]  for me to s tudy . 

(You get them from this list  - you can order them from this lis t .  You can 
explain these things , the Oil of  Charm? ) 

That Oil of Charm is pertaining to relationship between man and wife - man and 
woman - it ' s  a oil that they put on themselves . I f  you will read further down 
you will see something come along . 

(Lucky Candles ? )  
Yes , those Lucky Candles are burned in the home and are for great success -

you get success j us t  the s ame as burning incense .  
(Next comes Courting Powder . )  
That Courting Powder , the girl sprinkles that on the sofas and places around 

and that brings love and companionship , especially if a girl don ' t  know where a 
boy is . Sometimes these menfolks , the women they don ' t  know where they is . They 
don ' t  know j us t  what they going to do . Sometimes they got so  many girls on the 
s tring and that one girl she got her mind on him and he got his mind on several 
othe rs and he don ' t know j us t  what he wants . Well , he ' ll make a promise , "Ah ' ll 
be to yore home and see yo ' such-and-such a time . "  Well , he s eein ' somebody else 
dat time his mind is not settled on one - and that product there gits his mind 
right on one . 

(This S teel Dus t ? ) 
Yes , that S teel Dus t is to some people Steal Dus t , and they s teal one an

o ther ' s  love - they s teal from o thers . They use that dust when they see anybody 
they want . They put that powder around - that dus t around - they can s teal them 
from others . One girl got a good boy friend and she likes him all right , why 
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another girl will use that dus t and takes him away . 
[ S teel Dus t is normally used as a drawing power . ]  
(Now the next one is Get Together Powder . )  
That Get Together Powder and Never Part Oil is - it all goes togethe r .  Get 

Together Powder and Never Part Oil , why we use it  as - i f  my hubby is running 
around and he ' s  nas ty to me and he won ' t  stay home , or he ' s  a boy friend o f  mine 
and he goes away and he don ' t  pay me so much a mind like ah would like for him to 
pay ,  why we get together and we s tick together when we use that Never Part Oil 
and Ge t Together Powder . I t all comes together be cause it is a oil and a powder .  

(Here ' s  Oil of  Success .  What i s  that? ) 
We use that Oil o f  Success because we use it  on our bodies - we want to be 

success ful - sometime when we don ' t  get as much as we want . We don ' t  have money 
like we should - we want to b e  success ful - and so we use the oil to anoint our 
bodies to keep off the , to ward off the bad and evil spirits that may come [ to 
keep us from getting money ] .  

( Five Finger Gras s ? ) 
Yes , that Five Finger Grass is carried and it  comes in a little box and others 

is  mixed with it . We have the Five Finger Grass and we have Lodes tone and other 
ingredients is in that box . We carry that Five Finger Grass for great success 
and good luck and also money and prosperity . 

(The next one if  Follow Me Boys or Fo llow Me Girls Powder? ) 
Yes , that ' s  when a boy , or sometimes , say a girl is seeing - he see a girl 

that he really like her and somebody else like her j us t  the s ame .  De same way 
with a boy - while ah ' m  explaining one , ah ' m  explaining both . A girl see a boy 
and she wants that boy and he don ' t  seem to pay her as much mind as she would 
like . She wants him to come to her all the time and he take another girl right 
along , and so  she uses that and that b rings him alone with her . That makes him 
follow wheresomever she goes , get him interes ted in her , come around her all the 
time . That ' s  what you call Follow Me Girls and Follow Me Boys . They kin take 
that powder and lead them the same way they can do i f  they get yore hair or any
thing like that , or pie ce of  yo re clothes - certain parts of  yo re clothes they 
can do that . Bind it with that gPaVeyard dus t and all kind o f  s tuff . They can 
have you running around this way - there ain ' t  nothing you wanta do about it . 

(Here ' s  Control ling Powder? ) 
That Control ling Powder when a woman ' s  got a husband and she can ' t  get along 

with him . O r  a man go t a wife and he can ' t  control her - can ' t  do anything with 
her - why he ' ll get that powder and he ' ll use that on her , and why she will stay 
there . [Or ]  she ' ll control him - probab ly sometime he won ' t  come home , he goes 
off and she can ' t  do anything with him . But when she ' s  controlling him and got 
the dominion over him , why he stays around there all the time . 

(The next is Pass ion Oil . )  
That Passion Oil , why we use that - that Passion Oil wo rks like a magic - kind 

of a magi c  s tuff . We use that oil  on our - anoint our body with that oil  and it  
also takes the - get  the upper hand o f  anyone that you are dealing with - you 
will mos t ly go their way . 

(The next is Black Cat Ashes . )  
Well , the Black Cat Ashes deals with all kind o f  bad luck that comes around -

wards o f f  bad 1uck and hard luck and helps you to b e  mo re success ful . 
(How do you use this Black Cat Ashes ? )  

Well , the Black Cat Ashes is not what you ' d  call a ashes - it ' s  a kind o f  per
fume like , it ' s  used  under de arms and behind de ears , and ove r  d e  eyebrows . You 
see the Black Cat is  on all them things [ the Black Cat picture is the brand 
label ] ,  but it ' s  no t j us t  all de time ashes . I t  may be ashes but it ' s  made into 
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a pe rfume . 
(The next is Lucky Month Perfume . )  
That Lucky Month Perfume , if  you were born - what month were you born in? 
( I was born in Feb ruary . )  
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You were born in February . Well it ' s  quite natural that you were born in the 
Feb ruary perfume . You ' ll tell me when I write off , '�ell , ah want you to get 
Birth Month Perfume . "  Well , ah will send and get it  fo r you . You can put it  
anywheres on you that you want and you ' ll be a great succes s . [Here is one of  
the earlies t informants to tell me I am going to b e  a gPeat success ; but only i f  
I use her perfume ! ] I f  you would use mah perfume - ah was born in January - now , 
if  you would use my perfume , you are not going to be  as nigh success ful with my 
perfume as you wi ll with that Feb ruary perfume . And your births tone is the same 
way . 

(Then the next in order is Triple S t rength Lodes tone . )  
That Triple S t rength Lodes tone is three times as s trong as lodes tone - as some 

lodes tone - the triple s trength is three times as strong as the other lodes tone . 
Some is s t ronger than others and so when you get a triple lodes tone , that ' s  real 
s t rong - triple means three times as strong a lodes tone . 

(The next is Adam and Eve Paradise Root . )  
Well , I have j us t  explained that . On that Adam and Eve we get the Adam and 

Eve in Love Oil and then we get those two little things on the outside o f  the 
bottle , or we kin get it in the box without the oil . That is some of the things 
that I showed you on that special sheet . 

(Here ' s  Good Luck Perfume . )  
That Good Luck Perfume - mos t  anybody can handle the Good Luck Perfume because 

it is an all-round thing . Everybody can handle that perfume . 
(How would you use that ? )  
That Good Luck Perfume is uded , you know , for the bes t results - i s  used in 

the same way that the other perfume is us ed . Sometimes it is j us t  a little bit  
poured in  the hand and s treaked over the hair , and then it  is us ed over the 
eyebrows and behind the ears , and then it is used under the arms , and then it is 
used around the neck , and then it is used on the handkerchief . 

(How would they use the next one - Love Powder? ) 
Love Powder is something that peop le use on them to be  well thought o f  and you 

carry it and mos t  anybody will take to you and you kin get favors of them , cause 
they will cater to you . See , some people , it look like everybody j es t  thinks 
something o f  them . Jus t like Fo llow Me Boys , you j us t  got a whole hos t  o f  ' em .  

(The next i s  Dragon ' s  Blood Controlling Powder . )  
That Dragon ' s  Blood Controlling Powder - it  has a oil in it  and a perfume , 

controls ' em .  You see in houses how they - the great women get what they want . 
Don ' t  you see some peop le get ting everything they wants .  I don ' t  see sometime 
how a woman marry . [What some women marry puzzles her ; it puzzles me , too ! ] 
She can j us t  go out and get mos t  anybody she wants - a man with money , because 
they pays great money for these things . These little things that we has here is 
nothing to what they pays . They pays hundreds and hundreds of dollars for thes e 
controlling things . Wheresomever she sees a man that she - you know , she can go 
to <his one and she can get whatever she wants ,  and he ' s  a man made of money . 
These things , i f  they are enough - now these things [ I  sell ] has a very little of  
_that [ expensive and powerful ] ing redient s put in it but it ' s  j us t  got enough in 
to make people [ s atis fied? ] .  But when it ' s  real , when it ' s  the very best  and the 
very stronges t at it ' s  highes t s trength , peop le get it and they can pull your 
mind off anywhere they want . Look how this woman married here the other day .  

(What woman was that ? )  
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De white woman - look how she married . 
(Oh ! [Who ? ] )  
Look how she married . Now these women - and look at Cleopatra . 
(How do you think she got married . What do you think she did? ) 
Look at Cleopatra and you will see a lot o f  these things . And how she uses 

these great kings , and she told them what she wanted . 
(This Wally S impson that got married - what do you think she did? ) 
Well , it could - she could have been - not used anything - may have been her 

luck . As I say ,  these great women when they get these great men , like she got 
that man , they more or less use things and especially they use the finest per
fumes and they kin get anybody they want and they can get any kind of  money they 
want - they can go anywhere they want and get all kinds o f  money be cause they are 
[what ? ] .  

(Now the next is  Never Part Oil . How do they use that ? ) 
Well , that Never Part Oil  is used - you put that oil behind the ears . You put 

that oil underneath yore arm be cause it is perfume . And that oil is used on the 
hair - j es t  a little on the hair , that Never Part Oil . And that oil is used in 
the palm of the hand . And then when it  is used in the palm of the hand , then 
they always put the hand on that one that they never want to part from . They use 
that oil on them but they don ' t  know it  - they never know they use that oil on 
them . But they use them powders on them and they never know . They j us t  sprinkle 
a little bit  of that powder in their hands and they ' ll put their hands on the 
mouth - that ' s  the hand and they got them right there . 

(The next on the list is that Van Van Oil . )  
That Van Van Oil is used to - in the s ame way as controlling - is the s ame as 

that Controlling Powder - and Van Van Oil all tog ether . 
(The next on the list is Egyptian Love Powder . )  
The Egyptian Love Powder is kind o f  like Easy L i fe . Th is Easy L i fe you get 

along good - you get what you want - that comes in the money part . I t ' s  Egyp tian 
Love Powder and then it ' s  Egyptian Perfume and then it ' s  Easy Life . 

(The next is Spanish Love Drops . )  
The Spanish Love Drops is a pe rfume . I t  comes in a little s quare-neck bottle 

called the Spanish Love Drops , kind of  like some thing like this [ a  different 
perfume ] . 

[ She shows me the bottle and I comment . ]  
(The perfume bottle o f  Lucky Perfume Drops - made by the Curio Products o f  

Memphis , Tennessee , with a black cat on i t  and a four-leaf clover and a horse
shoe , swastika and some thing like a s taff [ not  a caduceus - prob ab ly Moses ' 
rod ] . )  

Yes . 
(The next one is Get Away Powder . )  
I f  there is anyone that you don ' t like and you think they are doing you harm 

and you don ' t  like them , you want to get rid of them - why that ' s  especially if 
some lady has - if she has got a husband and she is mean enough to run him away 
from her , why she uses it in her bed at night and she use it on his bosom .  
She ' ll rub it  on h i s  bosom and he ' ll ge t away from her - finally he ' ll drift 
away . That ' s  that Get Away Powder . An ' ah told them that ' s  something ah don ' t 
order . • 
'-----zY"ou don ' t  order that powder? ) 

Ah don ' t  order that powder be cause ah says , ·�ow ,  ah orders it  on these con
ditions . "  Ah say ,  "If you got a husb and , "  ah sa-;;-; "ah do not order i t  for him . "  
Ah s ay ,  "But now i f  you got something like a boy friend or friend you want to get 
rid of , i f  you think he is going to do you harm , "  ah s ays , "ah ' 11 order it for 
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yo ' ; but if  you got a husb and and I know dat ' s yore husband , "  ah s ays , "I  do not 
order it for you , cause I don ' t separate man and wife . " 

(The next powder on the lis t is Easy Life Powder . )  
Yes , that Easy Life Powder - j us t  what ah spoke about . That come s in the 

earning of money - you ' ll get money , you' ll get along easy , you don ' t  have to 
work hard for yore money , for what you get . You are really lucky and successful 
in ge tting holt o f  things - j ust  like de High John de Conker , de High John de 
Conkers helps you to get holt of money . Everything come kind o f  easy to you . 
You don ' t have to sweat and work hard for it and go out and look for a j ob and 
then when you get it  you get  no thing out of  it . Some people j us t  live - s i t  down 
all day long and all week long and they handles as much money as someb ody that 
works hard . 

(The next on the lis t is Romance and Luck Oil . )  
Yes , that Luck Oil is the s ame thing that ' noints the body to keep you and 

your husb and together . 
(The next is Lucky Number Incense . )  
That Lucky Number Incense - each incense carries a lucky number that people 

�· They turns the lucky number in - these black ones . Here ' s  a Lucky Number 
Incense right here [ d emons trates ] .  

(They are li ttle black hearts . )  
Uh-huh . Now it has a number . I f  that thing is burning the number will come 

out - it will burn into ashes . These is what you calls the numbers in the ashes , 
whensomever they comes out and bring a number . And then when they was love in 
their home , they burn one of  thes e [ demons trates ] .  

(That ' s  that little heart-shape in red . )  
Yes , this is love . Here ' s  yore luak signs all on heah . 
(Oh yes , that box has all these things - horseshoes and things of that sort . )  
Yes , has all them in it and whensomever you burn one o f  these incense with the 

number on there , the number will come out and when this - thing [number ] what 
they use to play bolito - these things heah carries these numb ers - and people 
used to us e ' em by i t .  

(The next t o  appear on the list  i s  Love Perfume and Live Lodestone . That ' s  
all one thing isn ' t it ? )  

I showed you on that lis t ,  on that Qui ck Love Perfume and Live Lodes tone . 
That ' s  a bottle - has a li ttle bit  o f  it in there - have a little lodestone in 
it . Ah ' ll show you now - ah ' ll show you a bottle , this is it right here [ shows 
a bottle ] . That Live Lodes tone [ in there ] - Quick Love and Live Lodestone . 

Well , now , you use that and you get the candle and keep - you us e this Quick 
Love Perfume . Put a little on a handkerchief and you put j us t  a little on yore 
hair , over the eyeb rows and behind the ears . That ' s  the way you us e that . Now , 
down to the bottom [ o f  the perfume bottle ] it  has two or three little pieces o f  
lodestone . 

(The next is High J ohn the Conqueror Root . )  
That ' s  High John the Conqueror Root - wi thout oil or wi th i t .  
(The next i s  that Lucky Bag - next on the list . )  
Yes , a li ttle Lucky Bag - is as a rule taken from - this is the Lucky Bag 

ri!ht here [ shows a b ag ] . Now that ' s  i t .  Now , whensomever you open this [b ag ] -
what you [previously ] read about the Five Finger Grass , it ' s  in here , and de 
little s tone is in here . I t ' s  a little Lucky Bag . Dey tell you it is  a Lucky 
Bag but dey don ' t tell you what all is in here - have to look on that list  to 
find out and on these circulars and then you know j us t  what is in here . De Five 
Finger Grass is in here and Lodes tone is in here . 

(This typewrit ten lis t here , they send this special to agents - They don ' t  
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send i t  to anybody who isn ' t  an agen t ? )  
They send it special to me - I ' m an agent . 
( I  j us t  want to make certain now - I want to read these off to myself - I want 

to , j us t  get them in orde r .  I t  says on this lis t : ) 
"We make no preternatural claims on any of these products and sell them all 

merely for curios . The se products may be  purchased through the Memphis mail 
order house though manufactured by Curio Products Company . "  

( I  am going to read this whole lis t over j us t  to check up on i t . Firs t on 
the lis t : )  

"Oil of  Charm .  I s  there someone you want t o  take b y  s torm . Win his heart 
and a happy home . Anoint your body in secre t with this wonde rful charm oil . " 

"Lucky Candles . Watch the mys terious glow from these lucky candles .  See the 
burning flame sugges t ing life , adventure , luck , prosperi ty ,  swee thearts and 
kisses • • • • " 

" Courting Powde r .  Girls sprinkle this powder o n  your s o fa ,  settee o r  porch 
swing be fore your swee theart comes • • •  i t  b rings the tenant to life . "  

" S teel (Steal)  Dus t .  Magne tic dus t that will make • • •  b rings good luck to you 
quickly . I t  gives added ze s t  to the live lodestone . Carry the lucky bag for 
b e s t  results . "  

"Ge t Togethe r Powde r .  Does the one you love seek to  hold back and say N o  when 
your heart yearns Yes . Then this is the powder for you . Sprinkle it in the palm 
o f  your swee theart ' s  hand . "  

"Oil o f  Succes s .  Anoint your hands frequently with this oil be fore indulging 
in games of chance . Good also in business and courtship . "  

"Five Finger Grass . From Africa and the • • •  will come to  s tir your lucky gras s 
and when it  does to ward off evil , tiresome persons . Carry this  gras s in your 
lucky bag and be happy . "  

"Follow Me Boys or Follow Me Girls Powder .  
says . Girls , d o  you go to dances t o  j us t  s i t ?  
cold shoulder when you crave love and kisses ? 
powder where it  will do the mos t  good . "  

This powder me ans j us t  what i t  
Boys , d o  the girls give you the 

Then ge t wise and sprinkle this 

"Controlling Powde r .  This i s  the powder that husb ands with flirty , pret ty 
wives use . I t ' s  the powder that home-body wives sprinkle on roving husbands . 
Swee thearts use i t  to s teer their loved ones into marriage . "  

"Pas s ion Oil . What is that you crave that keeps you awake 
wallflower? Do the girls avoid you though they think you are 
Then this is the oil for you . Red for ladies - green oil for 
s trength . "  

nigh ts ?  Are you a 
a funny character? 
gentlemen - triple 

"Black Cat Ashes . Another full s trength lucky • • • for your lucky bag . For 
thousands of years the black cat has been the lucky symbol . I f  you have enemies , 
then carry these ashes - a wonderful incense for love and dreams . "  

"Lucky Month Perfume . · Your Lucky Month Perfume will make you sweeter and more 
sought after by the opposi te sex . Alternate odors with that on your swee theart 
for the bes t results . A courting marvel . "  

"Triple S trength Lodestone . Carry in pocke ts or handbags to attract love , 
happiness , prosperi ty and good luck . " 

"Adam and Eve Paradise Roo t .  Wear these lucky tokens about your persons to 
win or hold yeur wife , husband or swee the art . "  

"Good Luck Perfume . Use some Good Luck Pe rfume on the palms of hands and back 
of ears for sure luck . " 

"Love Powder .  The ideal powder for attracting o r  holding the one you love . 
Smooth lightly over face . Spread on your body at  night . "  

"Dragon ' s  Blood Controlling Powder .  Control your business and love affairs . 
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Use this powder on the body to ob tain the bes t results . "  
"Never Part Oil . Keep those near and dear to you . Anoint your hair s lightly 

with this captivating es sential oil . "  
"Van Van Oil . Sprinkle this famous oil around the house , on windows , doors 

and beds . Thous ands of people believe it brings them happiness , and changes bad 
luck in games to good luck . "  

"Egyptian Love Powder . Use Cleopatra ' s  powerful method . She held her man . 
She used sweet oil over him and won . You can too . Use this powder on your face , 
sprinkle your body with it . "  

" Spanish Luck Drops . Get your share of  love and good luck . Anoint your 
person with these drops or on the one you love . The Spanish people certainly 
know how to love • • • •  " 

"Get Away Powder . Rid yourself o f  those who would harm you or have evil in
fluence upon you . We say carry this powder always . Smells sweet - works mys te
riously . " 

"Easy L i fe Powder . The s imple easy method - have money , be lucky , b elieve in 
yourself - use on palms o f  hands and about your person . Fine with s chemes for 
lucky numbers . "  

"Romance and Lucky Oil . Wonderful oil for working for those who are tired of  
waiting for what they want . Sweethearts have love and affec tion . Get ho t quick . 
Use on lips and hair . Rub your body with it . "  

"Lucky Number Incense .  What are the numbers that win the money . Burn this 
incense and then read the ashes • • • •  Don ' t  envy others , get lucky yourself . "  

"Love Perfume and Live Lodestone . Never before have the elements o f  love and 
pass ion , luck and good fortune been availab le in such economic al form . Carry the 
lodes tone in your pocket on important days . Sprinkle your underwear with the 
love pe rfume for important dates . "  

"High John the Conqueror Root . From ancient times comes the knowledge o f  
potent High John the Conqueror Root . Always have this root ready o n  your person . 
Des tiny may b e  wai ting for you at the corner - a beauti ful sweetheart or a new 
j ob with lo ts o f  money and luck . "  

"Lucky Bags . Many people have faith in these lucky bags . Filled with lucky 
s tones , roots , dus t , grasses and ashes . Wear these around your neck and don ' t  
worry • • • •  " 

(That is the end o f  the list and you have explained everyone on there . )  
Ah ' ve explained things to you that ah don ' t  explain to others . They never 

see this lis t - ah don ' t  let mah cus tomers see this lis t . No t unless - there ' s  
some things on there that I wouldn ' t  order for them , b ecause ah don ' t  think it 
would be good for them to  separate them from each other - ah really don ' t  have 
the right • • • •  

Now , ah ' ve been working for this company for the las t seven or eight years and 
ah have around two hundred cus tomers . 

(Here in Jacksonville? ) 
Right here in Jacksonville , and then ah have some out - ah go out o f  town . 

Co ' se they made me a traveling agent b ut ah could s ell everything ah kin get ma 
hands [ on ]  right heah in town - ' specially the lucky products • 

• That ' s  in Chicago , ah think • • • •  

(The Valmo ? How do you spell that ? )  
v-a-1-m-o . 
(In Chicago . What is their address ?  Have you any idea? ) 
Ah declare i f  ah knows , because ah worked for them a little while - but their 

preparations was so high • • • •  

(Are there any other agents here in Jacksonville bes ides yourself? ) 



1084 - Memoirs o f Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

A great many of them - ah think there is about 25  or 30 of them doing this 
same work . 

(Here in Jacksonville? ) 
Right in Jacksonville . 
(Do you ever sell to the roo t doators ? )  
Sometime ah do . Ah meet them and they buys from me mostly by the wholesale 

because they gets [ dis count ] - especially spiritualist people , they uses these 
oils . 

She has a complaint or something in the body • • • •  

[ She begins the s tory o f the woman with live things in her . ] 
(This woman that you saw the other day? ) 
Yes , yes terday . Course .she ' s  a cus tomer of mine an ' ah happened to go there 

and carry her something and she was telling me about these things running round 
in de body .  In fact , why ah know , because she told me t o  bring her something . 
She says , "Ah 'm goin ' away . "  Ah say , "Where yo ' goin? " She s ays , "Ah 'm  goin '  
to see a doator. " She s ays , "Oh , I am hurted. "  She says , "Something live in 
me , "  and she says , " ah can ' t  stay here . "  She says , "Ah been to the doctors -
the bes t doctors in town - they told me it was mah heart , "  and she says , "when 
ah was goin ' to the doctors , why the little lumps stayed right up under mah 
heart , near mah heart , and de doctor told me mah trouble was heart trouble . "  An '  
she says , "They didn ' t  seem to do me any good . " 

(You mentioned that there was something else des crib ed that was wrong with her 
heart . What did he say about her heart ? )  

They said i t  was a leaky heart - a leak in d e  heart , de heart was leaking .  
And she said that she could feel her  heart goin ' like that - j es t  dropp ing , drop
ping . And so  she said , it was a little lump right at de heart - it didn ' t  get 
right to de heart but it almos t to the heart . • . .  I t  was a little knot • • •  of it  
right there - see , you could feel it wi th your hand . 

So she said it finally got to the point where dey was doing her no good , and 
she goes to the spiri tualis t [ spiri tual ] doators , de herb roo t doator and he 
give her - when she got there she commence to try to explain herself . He s ays , 
"Well , ah don ' t  want you to explain . You don ' t  have to tell me . "  She s ay he 
tells her , he s ay , "Let me tell you . "  He says , "Ah know what ' s  de mat ter wi th 
you . You got something in you crawling all round . "  And he says , "The doctors 
that was attending you told you it was heart trouble , but you ain ' t  got no heart 
trouble , "  he say , "yo '  got frogs and lizards in you . "  

(What did she say? ) 
So she says , "Ah don ' t  know what it is , but ah know it ' s  something other that 

stays right heah" [informant holds hand under her heart ] . 
(Under her heart . )  
Yeah , she says , "Ah 'm goin ' tub move . "  
An ' so he fixed her a bottle of medicine - give her about a pint and she come 

home and begin taking it ab out two months ago , she says . She begin taking this 
medicine • • • •  Since she s tarted taking the medicine the things . • •  commence goin ' in 
her arms and all in de laigs - all in de back - running all around - and then 
they hollering . She says she kin hear them hollering squeaking like a rat - a 
little rat , and she says they are running all around in her body . And she say , 
when they get•ready to settle down , they settle right there [ demonstrates ] .  

(Under her heart - right below her breast . )  
Yes , right in there and she say , when they settle there they bites her . You 

see , since she is taking this medicine they tries to find a place • • •  the medicine 
goes in , you know , and it goes all over and she say every time she takes a dos e 
of that medicine , then they all get in her arms - get all in de laigs - trying to 
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get free from that medicine • • •  the medicine is running them , see . An ' so she say , 
when the medicine dies down then they settle right down there [ demons trates ] .  

( Right between her b reasts . )  
Uh-hmmm - settle right in there - don ' t settle in that bony part but they 

settle in that soft part • • •  and she say they bites her - they bites her skin 
inside and she go t a sore there where she done scratched it , trying to get in 
where they been nibbing her on the inside . She say they j ust  nibb ing her , and 
she is trying to get away from here to go away to a doatoP - to see whether she 
can ' t get some ease . 

(End of  590 . ) 

SHE FORE SAW AUTHOR IN A DREAM 

I WAS BORN TO BE A SMART WOMAN 
I GOT TWELVE TOES • • •  

THAT DENOTES THAT I AM A CONSOLIDATED-MINDED WOMAN 
WITH GREAT THOUGHTS, GREAT RECOLLECTION 

AND UNDERSTAND WHAT I SAY AND KNOW WHAT I 'M DOING 

I ALWAYS HAVE GOOD LUCK 

I DREAMT ABOUT YOU 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA 

[ She also had a Pa:inbow aPTil ,  this perky , this 2ippy little woman - in her . 
sixties I guessed by notation at the time . And her smaPt and aonsolidated�inded 
woman was not a brag ; she being cleve r ,  intelligent , and well-adj us ted to life . 
Even my final wo rd to her , she rhymes with her las t to me . She seeing me as a 
pries t in her dream - three months before our mee ting - I will discuss at the 
place spoken . "New Orleans , La . , Sat . , Mar .  12 , 19 38 - 825 - woman 50+ -
excellent - Minta Owens - by Mack [ [Mac my automobile man in New Orleans on my two 
trips there ] ] " - NwribePB Book 823-884 . Informant ' s  name probably came from Mac , 
an old taximan who knew eve ryone . Her material is on cylinders A382 : 4-A388 : 9  = 
119 8-120 3 . ] 

( I f  I wanted t o  get a j ob from the boss , could you tell me what I would do to 
influence his mind? ) 

Yes . 
(What would I do? ) 
You go ahead and ask him if there is  any chance for you to get the j ob .  He 

say , "Yes - well , I ' ll le t you know in the next . "  Well , in the next two days you 
go there and you say , "Well , how is I as a extra man? How is I as an extra? " 
Now , the way you go ing to do when you get ready to go to inquire for thi s  j ob .  
Yo� get you a lit tle good- Zuak powdeP - it ' s  25¢ a box , it ' s  pure white . You get 
you a little good- Zuak powdeP. You put it in your hand and put th ree drops of 
holy water in that and you put a little pinch of sugar . You roll it  like that 
[ demons trates ] in your hand , and then you put a little of  it in your pocke tbook -
and that oi l of POse , it  have a little bit right mixed up in it , in a piece o f  
pape r .  And you put it  down in your pocke tbook and you g o  there and say ,  "Well , 
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Boss , I come to see if  there is  any chance . "  He say , "Yeah , wait  around here 
till one o ' clock , you ' ll get on . "  

( I  see . )  
Yeah . 
They take yo ur wat er , your urine , or either the water you take a bath in , and 

they put salt and pepper - they take table salt and pepper and a little pinch of 
concentrated lye , and they take some oil out o f  the lamp and some gutter-water . 
They take a �  and b reak it , put it  in there and stop it up - tight - tight -
tight - and then they j us t  keep a-shaking it like that . 

(What will that do then? ) 
That will keep somebody from harming you .  
(Oh ,  that will keep somebody from harming you . I see . )  
They come and they want the cards cut . You shuffle the cards three times and 

you b ring them to somebody that unders tands the cards . You say ,  "I come to find 
out something . "  You don ' t  need to tell them what you come for - "I come to find 
out something . "  Well , then you sit down there and you going find out . I say , 
"Shuffle the cards . "  You shuffle them and turn ' em up like this . And I say , 
"Pull me thirteen out o f  any , any pack of dese three [ she had divided the deck 
into three piles ] . "  Put that - well , j ust  put your hand on there and you pull 
out thi rteen . I f  you g o t  mo re club s  than you got heart s , or if  you got the 
mo stest club s , you going to have a long continuous disease - sick - b ut you ' ll 
las t a long time and you ' ll get better . But if  you pull , i f  you put your first 
hand on the spade - you pull out the spade - say you are huPt - the spade is  
trouble and it ' s  for  s t rangers . And in club s  you can always unders tand every
thing - club s  is for everything good . When you got business on hand and you 
want to know , you say ,  "Well , I ain ' t go t no cus tomers . I b een here a week or 
a month and I had nobody call . "  Well , somebody will say , "Well , shuffle these 
cards . I think I can make a b reak for you . " Well , they shuffle and they pull 
out them cards . Well , i f  you go t more club s  than you got any other card , you 
going to be success ful , you going to have a crowd . Club s  is coming in crowds 
and good . Spades is no thing but trouble , disappointment , disease , j ail cases 
and death . 

I f  a man got a wi fe and she run away from him - well , i f  he  wants her b ack ,  
he takes her sock ,  her s tocking , one , j us t  one will do . He take one s tocking 
and he puts some o f  this  here oi Z of geranium .  

(Oi Z of geranium . ) 
Yeah , and oil o f  - oi Z of �se . You unders tand? And oil o f  - what you call 

that other oil?  Oi Z of gePanium . 
(Oil of  what ? )  
Oi Z of vePbena . 
(Oi Z of vePbena . )  
You take three drops out of  each one and put it in a lit tle bottle and shake 

i t . Keep i t  secret about three or four days and then you take and you sprinkle 
that sock ,  that s tocking , and you put a piece of  paper in there with her name on 
it . And you take that sock and you put that lit tle stuff on i t , and you take the 
pins - nine pins - and you pin that . You pin the s to cking towards you and then 
you can put it in your bed underneath your pillow or anywhere in the room . And 
when - something like you be  going to bed - and she ' ll come and knock , she ' ll be 
coming home . 

(You fold the sock - point the toe to  you and each time you put a pin in it , 
you fold it toward you , and you use it on the bed . )  

Yes . 
( I  see . )  [ I  s top the machine but she continues with a man ' s  sock . I restart 
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the machine in time to record her las t  three words . ]  
The s ame way . 
(You do the man ' s  sock the same way . )  
Yes . 
(I  s ee . ) 
They put that do l l  baby in . 
(What ' s  that ? )  [ I  was afraid I hadn ' t  s tarted the machine soon enough to 

catch her opening s tatement . ]  

1087 

They take that little coffin - they make i t  and they put the doll baby in it 
and they name that do l l  baby "Mary " or "John , "  whatever it  is , when they wish him 
to die , or me o r  whoever is the one . Now , this is Mary - " I  wish Mary to die in 
nine days . "  And I keep it burning and light candles on it ups id e  down .  That ' s  
the way I ' d  do that to her if  I wanted to harm her . 

(How do you mean , "the candles on it ups ide down ? " )  
You j us t  take that little coffin and that little doll baby ' s  name - you g e t  a 

coffin [ often made from a cigar box ] and you get  you a candle . And you take the 
candle and you lights the candle and while the candle is burning though , you 
wish , In the Name of God , the Father ,  Son , and Holy Ghos t ,  for that Mary to die . 
That woman , whoever you want to die , you j us t  keep your lights on that and they , 
whoever they is , well their name ' s  on that paper you burn . Well , they ' ll have a 
raving headache , whoever it is , and one day ' fore long something happens . 

(I  see . Well now , do you put those candles around the coffin? ) 
Yes sir . 
( I  s ee . How many do you use?  Jus t put two or three or what ? )  
Three . 
(Three . )  
Yes . 
(You put one , two , three . )  
You light them three [ candles ] Monday , Wednesday and Friday . 
(Wouldn ' t  one candle do the work? ) 
One candle will do all the work , yes , but [ then ] you put one b lack one . 
(One b lack one . ) 
Yes , it will do all the work . 
(And why do you us e more than one? )  
Well , sometimes people ain ' t  ab le to - they wants to rush you on , they think 

that you don ' t  know what you are doing , say ,  "Well , put plenty - put plenty . "  
And they get - they get b lack ones - they get green ones to  make troub le - and 
you get b rown ones . 

(What do you know about S t . Expedite? ) 
Well , S t . Expedite , he conquers his enemies . 
(Well ,  how would you do that ? What would you do with that ? )  
Well , i f  you ever done me a mean , ugly trick and I wants to get  rid o f  you , 

I wants to give you troub le for doing me s omething b ad ,  mean - well , I ' ll take a 
chicken and I ' ll kill a chicken and I ' ll gut it  and I ' ll take your name . I ' ll 
take your name and put it on a piece of  paper in this chicken , after it is picked 
and cleaned - put your name on a piece of paper in there and then you can take a 
litJle s and , a lit tle graveyard diPt . I f  there is anybody that you can s end to 
them that would s lip into your yard and pick up some of  your hair - well , they 
b ring the s lip [ o f  hai r ]  to you and you put that in there . Anything concerning 
you , you use - a dirty handkerchief or anything - you slip that in the chicken . 
After you get all you can get concerning that person , you s lip it into this 
chicken and you sew the chicken up and you put it in there . And you put your 
candle and burn the candle plumb till it is used - that for the party who done 
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you s ome thing . 
(Now , wai t .  You fixed that chi cken up - what do you do wi th that chicken 

now - burn that chi cken? ) 
The chicken - well , in your house , you see , you got a li t tle room - you put 

it right there on the floor and you put your candles righ t there . See , like 
that . And you j us t  put the chicken there on a li t tle box or  s ome thing - put i t  
on a s tand - j us t  keep the candles burning un til they burn out . 

(Use one o r  any number you want? ) 
Yeah , any many . 
(Any color you want ? )  
Any color and as many candles as you want be caus e i t  will conquer all your 

enemies . 
( I  see . Any color chi cken will do ? )  
E r  - ah - is mos tly a b lack chi cken . 
(Mos tly a b lack chi cken . )  
I s  preferred better - a b lack one , yeah . 
(Why is that? ) 
I t ' s  j us t  the rule - anything black is evil . 
( I  see . )  
I f  you can get a bone from them - a finger or a toe or anything - well you 

use it and if that party is dead and gone and i f  s omeb ody come here and s ay , 
" Someb ody done cross me and hurt me and I wish to take the bad luck o f f  o f  me . "  
Well , you got  that dead man ' s  finger or the dead woman ' s  finger and they dead 
and gone . You take the name - ei ther the name what you s ay the party done me 
so-and-so . Well , you put that name on a piece of paper ,  you put that dead man ' s  
finger in there , and you put it  in a lit tle s aucer and you puts your sand around 
it  and you puts a candle and s ay , "In the Name of the Fa ther ,  Son and the Ho ly 
Ghos t ,  I wants you to take all the bad luck off of me and make it go on the one 
that this finger belong to and le t it go back to Tommy [ the Devil]  where i t  come 
from . " Then in a few days you feel good .  Confidence in the Lord . 

(You send that bad luck to the pers on it carne from - it  belonged to . )  
Yeah , all the bad luck . 
(What color candles do you burn on that ?  Any color candles ? ) 
You can - I tell you the truth , I rather [ pre fer] the white candles . 
( I  see . )  
They always clear you the road - put all that on him and let him do it . 

[Him = who ?  The Lord? The spiri t o f  the candle ? ]  
Indeed , cause I done done this . You take when you kill a fish - you under

s t and? 
(Any kind of  a fish? ) 
A buf falo fish is the best - a buf falo . You take the gall o f f  a buf falo cause 

a buf falo fish mos t the bigges t fish than any fish , ain ' t  they? That ' s  why they 
use it . Well , you take the gall of a big buf falo or even if  he is a small one , 
be cause it ' s  a big fish anyhow . But you take the gall and you put it  in a bot tle 
and you push it down in a bot tle , and you get you 25¢  worth of whiskey or gin , or 
whatever the party likes , and you s top it up in there tight , and you got their 
name or ini tial down in this bot tle , and you set  it there . Then they come in 
drunk all tfte time - well , then what you do . You get you ano the r li t tle clean 
bot tle and you put s ome good good whiskey in that and you have that s e t ting , and 
that party so us ed to drinking whiskey , he say ,  "Whose whiskey is that ? "  And you 
say ,  "Oh , don ' t drink that , that ' s  mine . "  And they ' ll t ake a li t tle anyhow . 
Well , they like it . You don ' t mind they s teal that li t tle bit . Well , you will 
s ay ,  "Give me the res t of i t , "  and take it and drink it yourself . All right . 
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Let it be . And then another time when you go out , you put a little bit  out of  
that other bottle with that gall in the bottle - just a little - and he  s ay ,  "I  
drank s ome whiskey this morning and I couldn ' t  keep i t  on my s tomach . "  I s ay ,  
"Well , you might have been sick or  something . "  He s ay ,  "Oh no , I wasn ' t  sick 
when I drink it . I throwed i t  up . I don ' t want no more whiskey - no mo re 
whiskey . "  Wel l , a long while after he might take ano the r drink . Wel l , you 
slip some more of that in and he ' ll drink it . And them what likes to drink gin , 
you put it in the gin ; and i f  they likes to drink beer , you put a lit tle drop [ o f  
gall ] in the bot tom of  the g las s and you pours in the drink , and they gets  so 
they don ' t want no kind of  drink . 

I f  they s teal some thing from you? Or in this way , o r  do you know? 
(Well , either one . ) 
Uh huh . Well , even i f  - it ' s  the s ame way . I f  a person s teals something from 

you - i f  it ' s  money , you take a silve r piece of  money - even if  i t ' s a silver 
dime o r  a ni ckel - and you say ,  put i t  down , "In the Name of  the Father ,  Son , 
and the Holy Ghos t ,  whoever got my money , I want that b rought back or  I want to 
be knowing who got it s o  I know what to do wi th ' em . " Then , you keep your candle 
[ lighted]  nine days . Somebody will tell you , they say ,  "The fe llow who vis i t  
your hous e , h e  had plenty of  money - h e  spending and enj oying and h e  had a good 
time . "  Well , you got the idea he s tole your money . Then , when you go to the 
officer , or even if he got some thing else - a hat or s ome thing belong to you ,  or 
a coat or a sui t  - you go to the officer , "Well , this the man was to my hous e  
las t . H e  been spending and laughing and enj oying , and when h e  came there a 
couple of  weeks ago he didn ' t have nothing , and he walked o f f  and I mis sed so
and-s o  after he was gone . "  You got your light [ candle ] burning , you see . Well , 
the officer g rab him and ask him , "Well , what did you do ? Why did you carry i t ?  
Where did you carry i t ? " Well , "In the pawn shop . "  Well , they make him give i t  
and you get your things back and they s lam him i n  j ail . 

You take _that railroad . You get you some of  that graveyard dirt - the b lack ,  
.b ad- luck dirt [ from the g raveyard ] .  Take graveyard dirt and dirt daub e r ' s  nes t  
and you take that - you put thei r  name on a piece of paper and you - you get 
eve rything b ad to use on it . You put that on a piece of  p ape r and then you be 
at home wri ting on the back part . You bring that powder and you throw it on the 
_t rack early in the morning , but when the train go out - i t  go  out al l right , but 
that party what went on the trip they will neve r be b rought back alive . 

Make a li ttle cof fin . To wish evil , the people they b urn lights on that 
little co ffin . 

(How do you mean they [ some thing ? ]  use them? ) 
Well , they get little boards and things and take them little wi re nails  and 

makes the lit tle cof fin , like that . 
(Well , tell me j us t  how they would do that ? )  
Wel l , they have a little box and they take them lit tle wi re nails and you j us t  

nail them with a lit t le tack [ hamme r ]  - you make a co ffin wi th i t . Well that ' s  
what - every nai l you put in this little co ffin , you spell that name on i t  - j us t 
i f  now , if your name is H-E-N-R-Y - Henry . Well , you ' d use five nails on this 
side . Then if your name is Shaw - S-H-A-W - you take them other nai ls and put on 
that co ffin there . And then you write , like the devi l ' s  name , j us t  s ay ,  "The old • 
devi l , "  or  "evil , "  o r  "Luci fer" - you us e his name . And then at the end o f  this 
.co ffin at his foo t , you put on there "death . "  

( I  see . Th�n - what do you do with that co ffin then? ) 
Wel l , you take i t  and j us t  burn - burn light  on i t . Keep the people upse t  

and give them b ad luck . 
( For  his firs t name you put those nails on one s ide and his las t name put the 
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nails on the o ther s ide ? ) 
Yes . 
(You drive those nails into that in the shape o f  a co ffin or j us t  drive them 

into a co ffin? ) [ Somet imes nails are driven into a board s o  that they form the 
shape of a co ffin . ] 

No , you make a - you take the little boards - you can make a co ffin though . 
(You would have to drive those nails into a co ffin though? )  
Yes . 
Well , always keep your - you light you a red candle on your mantelpie ce or 

your altar . Then you get that pulverized white s altpeter and b rown sugar and 
then you get a lit tle of  that talcum powder . 

You got three powders . Well , you take that and you dus t [ dPess ] your candle 
and you make a prayer and put that - rub it all on the candle and make your wish . 
And whoever that had a notion to come to rob you , they ' ll go away , they won ' t  
bother you .  

Black hen ' s  - b lack chicken feathers , b lack chicken feathers . You take that 
and you put a little ammonia and a little s alt and cayenne pepper [ three things ] 
on them feathe rs at twelve o ' clo ck on a Friday .  You burn that in the dayt ime . 
Somebody will sme ll that s cent . Yeah . 

(What wi ll that do ? )  
Well , i f  they go t any evi l agains t you , that s cent wi ll keep ' em from you .  
Take a dog what ' s  mean - clip a p iece [ o f  hair]  on the le ft s ide o f  him to-

wards the b ack ,  and then you take the hair from a b lack cat on the right s ide o f  
the p aw ,  right down the ne ck part . You take a p inch o f  that and you put that in 
a bottle , you know . You put that in a bottle and you put ammonia in it , and you 
can put any kind of  dirty water in i t  - suds or anything - and you can use it in 
that way . That ' s  the way you can us e that . That ' s  to keep - for you to take a 
person ' s  name and you can put it in that bot tle . And you make , if it ' s  [ names 
o f ]  a man and his wife , make them fight like cats and dogs . 

Uh huh , you _take a co conut and you write - you see , i f  my husb and is got 
ano ther woman and I want him b roke up from that woman . Well , you take that 
woman and you put the init ials of her name on a p iece of p aper and you put it 
down in that co conut - see?  And you put ammonia in it , and you put all kind of 
things - ammonia , and you put that - either dirty water or gutter-water - and 
then you s top that coconut up tight and - you ro ll it - you ro ll it - you ro ll 
i t  - you ro ll her clean away from this town - and she ' ll turn her back on my 
husb and . 

Well , you know , i f  I got  a daughter and I don ' t  want him to marry my daughter , 
I take his name and put it on - write it and put it in this lemon . You see?  And 
you put a little cooking soda in that to make you foam up - it make him mad - a 
lit tle cooking soda . And you s t i ck that in there , and you can even put a little 
ammonia i f  you want to . And s t i ck that in that lemon so it go down in there 
we ll . You put that down into the lemon and you take that lemon and you ro ll it 
around your room from one corner to the o ther corner nine days . And then after 
you ro ll - you ro ll i t  for nine days - you take that lemon and go 'way to the 
river and throw it in the river . But , I don ' t  want my daughter to know I ' m 
rolling him away from her • • 

( I  see . That ro lls this man away from her? ) 
Yeah , don ' t  want him to marry her . 
Well , you see , i f  I wants my g irl to marry a good man and he don ' t  want her 

and she [ don ' t ]  want him and I wants her to have him cause he got plenty money 
and he ' s  good . · But she want somebody - something ain ' t  no good , and I wants her 
to get somebody that is good . Well , I take his name and her name and put it 
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toge ther on this paper . And you take the - take and get the core out of  the 
app le , good , and s tick it down in there and then stick a candle in the re , stick 
a pink candle in the re and you burn nine of ' em ;  and then she ' ll ,  he ' ll make his 
mind up to come and visit  her , and finally you ' ll see them married . 

( I  see , you burn this p ink candle but you have to burn nine of  them . As one 
goes out , you keep burning them until you burn nine . )  [See correction . ]  

You burn them Monday , Wednes day and Friday until you make the nine days . 
[ She burns one candle each day fo r nine days . ]  
The b room? 
(No , tell me the whole s tory - the beg inning of it , I didn ' t  unders tand the 

beginning of it - the whole s tory . )  
Of  the b room? 
(Yes . )  
All right . Well , to get rid of  somebody - you want to get rid of somebody 

that visit  you all the time and you don ' t  want them in your house . We ll , you 
take the b room and you write - write the name , j us t  the initials . Nine times , 
j us t  the initials [ she demons trates , the re fo re I comment ] .  

(Down the handle of the b room . ) 
Down the b room . 
(Jus t  like that . )  
Then after you get th rough , you take a p lain pie ce of  white s t ring and you 

mark the initials of the name on that and you tie it right there , and you t ake 
that b room and hang it ups ide down , "In the Name of  the Father ,  Son and the Ho ly 
Ghos t ,  I don ' t  want to be bothered with that man . I want him to s t ay away from 
me . "  And afte r you - he may come next week , but he won ' t  come no mo re . 

(Now , you write tho se init ials down that b room handle nine times . Then , afte r 
you have written it tho se nine times , the ninth time you tie a white s t ring 
around that . What do you do that fo r? ) 

We l l , to  get them dis satis fied visiting your house - clear their about your 
house and go on ab out . 

(And after you ' ve p repared it , then you turn the b room up s ide down . ) 
Yeah . 
(You hang the b rushing part up behind the door . )  
Yeah . That ' s  righ t . Upset ' em - you don ' t  want ' em in your house no mo re . 
Because you are so mean and you don ' t  like your neighbor - you hate them , 

don ' t  like your neighbor next doo r .  Well , you get catch th ree snails , and you 
put ' em down in a good s i zed bottle and then you put some water in it . You put 
_some water in it and then if you can get a chance you get some of their wate r .  
You put their water in it , i f  you kin git it , o r  water that they wash clo thes 
in - you s teal it out of their tub .  You put all that together and then at night 
when they gone to  bed you take that wate r and you th row it on their s teps . And 
after while they done gone - they j us t  eased or sneaked away from there , they ' ll 
move and won ' t  bother you . That ' s  to get you away if they is fighting and 
s crat ching . 

We ll , you can t ake th at lit t le bow off his hat . You take that lit t le bow and 
you put some of that good- luck powder what you use and what you got in his  dirty 
handke rchief or dirty sock ,  or if you got any water what he wash his face in or 
ei�her a little pie ce of  his hair out of  the comb , you take that with that little 
bow and you put some of  that good- luck powder on that , and you put it in a 
little , fix it in a lit t le knot , and you put it in your bosom or in your po cket
book or anywhe re in your shoe . And you p ray and you keep a-burning your pink 
candle and your good- luck candle . You keep a-p raying and you make a wish and 
you wear it in your right-foot shoe , and all at once he ' ll j us t  s ay ,  "Well , I 
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come to see how you feel . "  And when he come to see how you feel , then he s tay .  
(What ' s  that ? )  
That ' s  - do s ome thing - you t ake the name and part o f  his hair from below . 

They take that and they put ammoni a  and al cohol and all that in it . That ' s  to -
put a candle on that and burn it to keep him from other women . Have him s o  that 
he won ' t have no nature for nobody but them . 

How he got to do is t ake one of her socks , one of her s tockings , and righ t  in 
the b o t tom of the center of  it he cut a piece around , and you take some of her 
hair , and you take s ome of  your own hair , and you t ake the good- luck powder and 
that piece of  the Conker roo t .  And you put all that righ t at the b o t tom o f  that 
s tocking , that p i e ce , and you s ew it tigh t , and you put that in his coat pocke t , 
but me migh t s ew it in the lining . You can tell him any thing you want . He would 
never believe in any man going around wi th his wife while he ' s  off at wo rk , cause 
she ain ' t  going to have ' em in there - he won ' t le t ' em in there . 

I f  my s on get arres ted for doing s ome serious crime and I want my s on dis
charged ,  and you got three or four wi tnes ses ag ains t him and he ain ' t got no 
wi tness on his s i de . Well , I g e t  me a lawyer - I ' ll hire a lawyer and ask him 
t o  take my s on ' s  cas e . Well , then , I ' ll take and write the lawyer ' s  name and 
the one that my son - the one that arres ted my s on .  

(You take the poli ceman ' s  name that arres ted your s on? ) 
Yeah , the one that . 
(Or the party that had him arres ted? ) 
The party what put him in trouble . Then I ' ll put his name and my lawyer ' s  

name , my son ' s  name and my own name - I put all that on a p iece of - in ini tials , 
cause people cat ch onto a full line of wri ting . You unders tand . And you put . 

(Wai t a minute ! Yes , you don ' t put the full name because people would catch 
on - you only put the ini tials . )  

Exactly . Well , after put ting all that , then I go to the marke t .  Then I get  
a supeen [ subpoena ] from the court what day my s on going to be in cour t . Well , 
I t ake that supeen and t ake that that got the lawyer ' s  name and my s on ' s  name 
and the one that arrested him ,  and me - all our names on this p aper . Well , I 
go to the marke t and I buy a tongue . 

(What kind of  tongue ? )  
A veal tongue . Some people get a beef tongue , but I get a veal tongue . Now 

you make a hole - get that veal tongue and you make a hole and you take the 
ini tials o f  your lawyer ' s  name , the one th at made the ch arges ag ain him and your 
name , all on that s ame p i e ce of  p aper - you put it down and you put that s i lve r 
dime way down fur as you kin g i t  i t . 

(Wai t a minute ! You make a hole in this tongue and you push this piece of 
paper down in i t . Then you put a dime and shove the dime down into the hole ? ) 

Yeah , and then you dig another hole and you put the s ame three [ persons ] and 
you put the s ame dime - ano ther dime - and you put that down in there and shove 
it the s ame way . And then you make [ a  third hole ] to the end - where you coming 
to the end [ demons trates ] ,  like this - like going to the end . You gon ' a  put that 
there for him to get dis charged . Well , when you put it down at the end , you s ay ,  
"One , two , three - Father , S on and Holy Ghos t , "  to the end . You put that down 
and then you t ake it and you lay it in a li t tle water bucke t or a li t tle tub and 
you put i ce �round it . And set nine candles , and all day while court ' s  going on 
them candles is burning , and your holy water and your prayer , and you ask S t . 
Anthony ,  In the Name of the Father , Son and Holy Ghos t ,  s end your child back to 
you . And he ' ll git discharge d .  

(What color candles d o  you burn around that ? ) 
Brown - you burn b rown and whi te . 
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(Brown? ) 
Brown is S t . Anthony , and the whi t e  is clear - clear your case . 
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(I see , you make thi s [hole ] at the end o f  the tongue , and in the middle , and 
at the other end - you make tho se three di fferent holes . )  

Yes . 
(You put a piece o f  paper in each one o f  these and a dime in each one of 

those holes . )  
Yes , that ' s  for . 
(Well , you don ' t  plug them up any way? ) 
Huh ?  
(You don ' t  plug tho se holes up wi th anything - j us t  the dime ? )  
Yes , j us t  shove i t  way down in there and put the candle in these holes . 
(Oh , you put the candles in tho se holes ? Do you set a dime in each ho le ? ) 
Yes . 
( I  s ee . You don ' t  put any candles around the tongue then? ) 
You put it  in the tongue - the ah tongue is round and in a round bucke t , and 

the bucket is packed wi th i ce . And you put it  - and then i f  you got - the one 
that ' s  against you or the poli ceman , they can put their name in that same hole 
whe re ' s  the one th at made the charge ag ains t you do ing them something , you put 
th at together . You s t i ck that in and put your candle in the re . 

(Well , how many candle s do you use ? ) 
You use one , two , three - the b rown one in the middle , the whi t e  one thi s  end , 

the white on that end . And the b rown of S t . Anthony in the middle . 
(You only use th ree candle s ? ) 
Three candles . 
(And thi s  tongue curves around the bot tom o f  the bucket and you h ave the se 

candles s t i cking in these three ho les ? )  
Ye s , s i r . 
(And then you h ave i ce packed all around the out side o f  the b ucket ? )  
Yes , s i r  - yes , s i r . 
( I  see - I s ee . We ll , what wi ll the i ce do ? )  
Th at i ce , it ' ll chill the woman that going to speak ag ains t you - i t ' ll con

fuse the woman that made the charge and the - the j udge won ' t  p ay any at tention 
to what the offi cer say and th row it out o f  court . 

Well ,  you - ah - i f  a woman is - a girl i s  about three month s and a h alf - no 
mo re - i f  she ' s  three months and a half , you get a box o f  co t ton- roo t pills . You 
see? And you [ t ake ] a cup of her water and you put it in a old cup . You t ake 
one of them pills and that girl ' s  name and you put that candle ups ide down [ cut 
off the wi ck and make a wi ck at the bottom ]  and you burn it  and then make her -
make her take one o f  them pills at night , the night after that ano ther pill , the 
night after that ano ther pill [ three pills ] , and then she ' ll - everything ' !! come 
out . 

(What kind o f  candle do you b urn on that ? )  
Clear candles . 
(Oh , c lear candles . )  
To clear her the road • 

• (To clear the ro ad - I see . You burn thi s  candle before that cup that has 
that s tuff in it ? )  

Yes , s i r . 
(Did you learn that from s omeb ody else ? ) 
I never - ah - I was born th at way . 
(You were born that way , I see . )  
Yes , s i r . 
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(No one ini tiated you in that sort of thing ? }  
No - n o  - no . - - -
I was born to b e  a smart woman - I got twelve toes . 
(Oh , you have twelve toes ? }  
You ' ve heard talk o f  people had twelve fingers , haven ' t  you? But I have 

twelve toes . 
(Twelve toes - well , what doe s that do? ) 
That ?  That deno tes that I am a consolidated-minded woman wi th g reat 

thoughts - g reat recollection - and unders tand what I say and know what I 'm 
doing . 

( I  see - I see . )  
But I got  a good mind . I go t twelve toes - I got  a b lind toe  on each foo t . 
( I  see - I see . )  
I f  you want me show you - I ' l l show i t  t o  you . 
(Yes - I ' d  like to see - one of  them anyway . )  
Yeah , one of  ' em .  
[While bent over t o  remove her shoe and s t o cking - she was s i t t ing across the 

table from me - she said she also had a Painbow � . ] 
(You have a what ? )  
My arm shaped like a rainbow - I ' ll show it to you [ later] . 
(All righ t 0 ) 
[ I  got up and walked round the tab le to see the foot . ]  
(What do you call i t  - a b lind toe ? )  
I t ' s  b lind b e cause i t  ain ' t  go t no toenail on i t . 
(I  see . )  
I ' ll show you i t . You see - here ' s  the toe . 
(Oh , �' I see . Uh huh . )  
It  ain ' t  got no nail to it - see , there ' s  one , two , three , four , five - six , 

now , that ' s  a b lind toe . S ee here where the nai l ough t to be . 
(I  see - yes . )  
And then I got a blind toe on this here foo t way down here . 
(Way down there , I see - six toes . )  [ She had removed both s tocking s s o  that 

I could see both fee t . This was my firs t and only case of  polydactylism . The 
ex t ra toes were very rudimentary , if  a non-medical man can o f fer an opinion -
one made by eye only and no t digi tal examination . ]  

Six toes - twelve toes on my two fee t . 
( I  see . You s ay you also have an arm that ' s  shaped like a rainbow . What does 

that mean? ) 
That means that nobody can do me no harm . 
( I  see . )  
Be cause I always know what to do so nobody don ' t  hUPt me . 
( I  s ee . Well , why does that rainb ow mean that they can ' t do you any harm? ) 
That rainb ow means that I can conquer my enemies . 
(I  see . )  
And that my days be fore me is brigh t . 
(What ? )  
Brigh t  dats b e fore me - b righ t  days , I always have good luck . Reg ardless o f  

how much t roub l e  I have , I always g o t  someone t o  speak good for m e  and give m e  a 
good name and help me . 

( I  see . Now , you s ay that in working this sort of - doing this sort of thing , 
you said , they j us t  came t o  you ? )  

Yes , sir . 
(Well , how did they come to you? ) 
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Jus t in a dream .  
( In a dream .  Jus t one dream? ) 
All the time . You see , you see this arm right here [ she had rolled up a 

s leeve ] . 
(Oh , there ' s  your arm . ) 
See . 
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( I  see - uh huh - I see - shape of a rainbow - I see . You mean this all - all 
this came to you at one time - in j us t  one dream? ) 

No t one dre am .  
(How o l d  were you when you began to know this sort o f  thing ? )  
Twenty- five years old . 
(Well , what was i t ? )  
I dreamt about four times a year . And I kept a good recolle c t ion . 
(Well , what happened in your firs t dream? ) 
The firs t dream that I had . I s aw a Italian lady in my dream - a b ig fat 

lady - and she asked me what day I was born on . And I told her I was born on 
the third day of January . And she told me I was born for good luck and a long 
l i fe , that I was going to outlive all my kinfolk . My mo ther had fifteen children 
and I ' ve j us t  got myself and one s i s te r  and one b rother living . And I had seven 
children and I only got one daughter and two son ' s  living . 

(And you say you dreamt four times that year? ) 
' Yes , diffe rent things , yes . 

(Do you s t ill dream? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(About this work? ) 
Yes , s ir - I dreamt about you . 
(You did? What did you dream ab out that ? )  
I dreamt that I was going to a church and I dreamt this about in December . 

[ She and I are t alking on S aturday ,  March 12 , 193 8 , in the Patterson Ho tel , a 
Negro hotel , New Orleans , Louis iana . ]  I dreamt I was going into a church and 
when I got to the church , the woman said to me , she says , "Oh , "  she says , " turn 
around , you oughtn ' t  to have on a dre s s  like thi s "  she says , " cause the priest -
that man going to see that dress  s t ained in the back . " Ah says , "Well , I ain ' t  
got no clothes here . "  She say ,  "Well , let me go in the dre s s ing room . " And she 
took a dress  and she put it on me and she said , "I ' m  put t ing this pure b lack 
dre s s  o n  you - this gown on you , caus e , "  she say ,  "you ' r b o rn to b e  a smart woman 
but I ' m put t ing this on you b ecause the next time you ' r - this s t ain come on you ,  
it ' s  dark and you can ' t  tell the diff ' rence , and i t  won ' t  make you ashamed when 
men in the company . "  And I s ay , "Well , there ain ' t  no men [ in the church ] . "  And 
she say ,  "Well , there h e  i s  over there , you ' ve go t to go before him . " And that 
was you . 

(Now , you say ,  that was a pries t ? )  
He looked like a pries t .  
( I  see . Well , do I look like a pries t ? )  
You - you ah - you repres ents a very nice man - a pries t . 
( I  mean - do I look like a pries t ? )  

• 
Yes , s i r  - you have the appearance of  a pries t .  
( I  see  - all right . )  
[At the end of her interview I will dis cus s  thi s  unus ual experience . ]  
Uh huh - and then after she told me . 
(Do you mean now or in that dream? ) 
In my dream and now . 
(Oh , now - I s ee . )  
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I dreamt that in De cember . 
(Las t De cember? ) 
Yes , s ir - las t De cember gone . 
(That ' s  a very , very interesting dream . ) 
Yes , s ir . 
(Very interes t ing dream . I ' m glad you told it to me . )  
(That soiled dres s . What did that mean? ) 
When she took this dres s off  me and she put this black on me , she s ays , "Put 

on this , "  she s ays , "b e caus e when you go in the larg e company and turn on around , 
they ' ll see the spo ts on your dres s "  - j us t  like that . I s ays , "Yes , I ' m s o  
glad . " And I s ays , "Who ever is t o  take this dre s s  t o  wash i t ? "  She s ays , "Oh , "  
she s ays , " I ' m  go ing to take all this s tuff away from you and you ' 11 be always in 
the clear . "  And she took the bundle , carr ' d  it away . 

(Wel l ,  now , after talking to me , you ' ll always be in the clear - then . ) 
Amen . 
[ Thos e  of  you who have read the INTRODUCTION know why I found her dream very 

interes ting . Firs t , I was at  the time and s t ill am a prie s t  in good s tanding of 
the Ep is copal Church . Second , s ince I never wore cleri cals while co llect ing 
fo lklo re - from the time I left New York City until I returned there - neither 
my informant nor my contact peop le could have known about my official pos ition 
in a Church . Third , two years before b e coming the pries t of  her dream , I had 
b een seen as a spirit of  some sort in the dream of a man at P rinces s  Anne , Md . 
I had appeared to tell him where he could f ind a treasure . (For the importance 
of dreams in treasure-hunt ing , see 4 1 8 ,  p . l25 . )  I did show him treasure - I 
made h im my contact man for the town . ] 

[ Jus t  as I accep ted the man ' s challeng e to show him the treasure , so I now 
accep t the woman ' s  challenge to be a pries t by g iving her abs o lut ion : After 
talking to me , you ' l l  always be in the cle ar .  But no tice , it  i s  a provisiona l 
abso lution in unliturg i cal terms , be caus e she had ne ither sough t forg ivenes s  nor 
cons idered i t  ne ces s ary . The pre ceding two de cis ions are no t clever - they are 
pract i cal , on- the-spo t j udgments that a fieldworker cons tantly makes . I dis cus s 
this many-s ided problem in the INTRODUCTION . ]  

[This dream has two important elements - a man and a non-b lack so iled dress , 
and a pries t and a pure black gown . I am both men - one so iled , one pure . In
formant had s uddenly found hers elf in chur ch . Why ? She wanted a yes or no 
answer to a s e r ious prob lem . As a doctor or ho ly person hers e lf , what p lace 
could be mo re proper to divine for the unequivo cal answer - yes o r  no . She her
self may have been the mo ther of a church . An unknown woman approached to crit
i ci z e  the s tained dres s and to put on her a pure b lack dress - the word chang ed 
to gown. This mys terious woman was her disguised s e lf perfo rming the divinat ion ; 
rej ecting the non-b lack so iled dres s and choos ing the liturg i cal b lack gown . The 
answer was yes . ] 

[ How do I know she accep ted the pure b lack gown as yes ? Listen .  "Some o f  ' em  
b e  - have a black gown • • •  j us t  on the order of a pries t" (p . 7 7 2 , line 45 f . ; also 
p .  7 7 8 ,  line 3 2 ) . "He would put on b lack ,  even have black gloves an ' all . He had 
a b lack cap he put on" ( in t itle of  GRANDSON TALKS ABOUT DOCTOR JONES , no page , 
no t yet in t�xt ) . B lack , of course , also s tands for the devil : "yo ' 11 see a man 
appear to yo ' in black , in a black gown ; dat ' s  dat man dat contro ls dat fo ' k  of  
de  road" ( t i tle , p . l060 ) . But  in hoodoo , as  in much Chris tianity , there is 
lit tle differen ce between devil and Go d .  A black dres s may have been the normal 
ves tment us ed by my informant when performing rites for hers elf or for o thers . ] 

[ I  have g iven in the text many examples of  doctors seeing pat ients b efore they 
arrive . Is this woman ' s  dream about me in the s ame clas s ?  One thing is certain , 
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she did no t dream about me three months before my arrival ; she dreamt about me 
after I arrived , surely b e ing on one day one of  the persons in the crowd waiting 
for me each morning . She was no t the firs t or las t person to look at me firs t or 
to pract ice the rite of divinat ion to see whether it would b e  s afe to call on me : 
" to determine whether he should vis i t  me , this elderly rootman - informant 
1552 - consulted his Jack-bal l . Fortunately for me the spirit of  this fet ish 
had sense enough to answer that I could be trus ted" (my introductory conunent for 
JACK-BALL MAN interview no t yet paginated , whi ch contains the rite) . Did she 
make the ident ifi cat ion during the interview? I doub t  it . ]  

[ I  had ano ther difficult dream prob lem in the remarkab le interview DOCTOR 
EXPLAINS AFTER HI S DEATH , p . 344 . ] 

MEDI CINE- SHOW MAN 

DE GREAT MISTAKE WIT DE PEOPLE TODAY 
DEY TAKE TOO LONG TUH FIND DE BLACK CAT 

IT DO JES ' AS WELL FO ' YO ' TUH KETCH ANY CAT 
AND PAINT IT BLACK 

WITH ANY BLACK POWDER OR SHOE POLISH 

GHOS 'ES IS SOME WAY CRAZY OVAH WHISKEY • • •  
DAT WHISKEY IS A WITCH ' RY ANYHOW 

ANOTHAH FINE THING, DOC 

SUMTER , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[ Informant 1357 , like ZO RRO later in INTERVIEWS , was a former memb er of a 
two-man medi cine show . The o ld- fash ioned medi cine show , now for years illeg al , 
was a traveling person or persons , co lored or wh ite , giving a free entertainment 
to promo te the sale of a cure- al l .  These performers - depending on speed , sur
prise and sugges tion - never s tayed , could no t s t ay long anywhere . No wonder 
informant advises me no t to take too long tuh find de b lack cat , but tuh ketch 
any ca t and paint it b lack - his shoe-po lish sugges tion reminding me of  OPERATION 
SHOE POLI SH in INTERVIEWS . How daring and e f fe ctive an act can be at or near the 
beginning of the show has already been des crib ed in 7 49 , p . 25 1 .  T o  s tart the 
show in this fashion was the work o f  my informant , a mag i cian .  I mus t also in
clude here a show during whi ch medi cine was no t sold , but private consultat ions 
were o f fered afterward - see POWER FROM BROTHE R ' S SKULL , p . 283 . That whiskey 
quo tation I cons ider memorab le . At leas t he exp lains why wh iskey has a way o f  
disappearing from a bottle . His material i s  on cylinders C7 95 : 1- C807 = 2 37 6-
2388 . ] 

• Mah exp erience is - ah ' m  65 yeahs ole an ' ah did a lo t of  miracles an ' arts 
mahself - an ' ain ' t s topped . And one of the th ings wi t hair - if yo ' take it , 
i t 1 s a g irl yo ' wanta love . I f  yo ' kin git some of  her hair out of her comb or 
b rush or through her own willing cons ent , yo ' take dat hair an ' yo ' would go 
somewhere where somebody cleanin ' a flo ' - _one des e flo ' machines [ s ander ] . Git 
a ro ll of  dat rubb age off  any kinda flo ' , whether i t ' s p ine or oak or whatevah it 
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is . Dat ' s  one of  de greates t things in de worl ' tuh create a sensation of  love , 
or yo ' kin do harm de same way . 

Now , de hair yo ' speak of . I f  yo ' wanta girl [not ] tuh love yo ' ,  take about 
a teaspoonful of any flo ' s crapin ' an ' mix it with a small quantity of hair an ' 
drop dat into runnin ' watah . Dat drive de girl complete 'way from yo ' ;  she 
won ' t  have nuthin tuh do with yo ' atall . Now ,  yo ' know s ometime yo ' wanta git 
rid of her . 

Now , sometime yo ' don ' t wanta git rid of her .  Take de same thing , put de 
hair in it an ' some of dat same dust , an ' cover it up . Put it in a bottle an ' 
keep dat dust in yore room . An '  as long as yo ' keep i t  in dere or anywhere in 
de ground aroun ' a place where yo ' be ' s ,  why she ' ll lean tuh yo ' .  

De hair will do this agin . Fo '  ins tan ' , a woman has a husb an ' an ' she really 
swing out on him wit othah men . I f  he kin git her hair - which he kin - he kin 
take that hair an ' iron it  every night at twelve a ' clock for nine nights . She 
can ' t have anothah man tuh save her life on him - she won ' t  want to . 

(He j us t  irons that hair on the ironing board? ) 
He j es '  lays de hair right down on any kind of  - j es '  lak yo ' iron a shirt on 

a small piece of  linen , then yo ' put anothah piece of  linen on top of dere an ' 
run a ordinary lukewarm iron ovah dere j es '  three or fo ' times - an ' dampen it . 
An '  do that fo ' nine nights . An ' eventually , if  she has any sense atall , she 
goes right into a real modern [model? mo ral? ] type - she s tops dat goin ' aroun ' . 

(That ' s  the hair from her head? ) 
Yessuh , dat ' s  about de only two dat ' s  real in hai r .  
N ow  yo ' take a man or a woman who are ruptured from de - or lak dat , yo ' go 

an ' take dat person into a woods where the re ' s  a fo ' ked tree , an ' let him have 
some rice in two of any o f  his pocket s .  Take a hatchet or axe an ' cut right 
down in de middle of de tree - makes no di ff ' rence whether de tree ain ' t no large 
aroun ' den dat beds tead [ in the main room where I was reco rding ] - sp lit de tree . 
He goes on one side de tree an ' yo ' stays on de othah side of de tree , an ' yo ' 
take a lit tle b i t  of  rice in yore han ' , hol ' de top of de tree , an ' let him pull 
dat lit tle tree open lak dat [ demons trates ] ,  an ' he [ you ] mus t squeeze through 
there by some means . Yo ' know , split down big enough in dat tree yo ' know tuh 
let him through . Then yo ' take some of dat rice an ' put in dat t ree an ' wrap 
it good with a pie ce o f  his shirt - wrap it  good wit a piece of  his shirt . An '  
dat b us t in ' [burs ting ] wi ll leave him - he won ' t  be ruptured any mo ' .  

(You put that rice down in the tree . And why do you wrap that in the shirt ? )  
Yo ' wrap the tree . 
(You wrap the tree - put the tree together ag ain and tie it  with that shirt ? )  
Yes . 
See [ demons trates ] ,  den yo ' hol ' some rice in one of yore han ' an ' hol ' it  to 

de top of  de tree . Then de fellah who ruptured , he pull t ree an ' squeeze through 
it . 

(Crawls through it . You put the rice in there after he has gone through it . 
Then he wraps the tree up with the shirt . )  

Yes . [ For these split- tree rites , see PACI , 2ed . , 7184- 7 1 86 ,  p . 33 3f . ] 
I f  a woman has left her husban ' , or a daughter or a son has left dere parents 

an ' 'bout b r�e dere heart , an ' dey can ' t git no word to ' em .  Go ahead an ' tell 
dis person tuh take some newspapah of  some kind , an ' yo ' kin write dat girl name 
down on a piece of papah , not less den three times , but de mo ' yo ' write it [ the 
better ] les sen [ unless ] yo ' go ovah nine . An '  take dat newspapah an ' g o  st raight 
on down wit dem names [ one name under other ] , an ' wrap it - wrap i t  up in dat 
papah an ' bury it  undah yo re s teps . An '  she or he , whoevah it  is , will come 
home . Yo ' don ' t  do a god 's thing to it  atall . Dey ' ll come home . 
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Now , yo ' hear ' em say if a person poison tub put a dime in dere shoe , fo ' ' em  
tub tell or yo ' tub tell whether yo ' poisoned or no t .  Well , if yo ' put de dime 
in dere - j es '  ordinary so - dat ' s  j es '  a ole pack of  'ism .  Dere ' s  real intel
ligence ' b out dat . 

Yo ' take a large size needle an ' put de dime down on any kinda table , an ' den 
yo ' take a large-size needle an ' yo ' cut a piece of any kind o f  Octagon Soap or 
sweet potato or I rish po tato an ' yo ' take yo re han ' an ' push dat needle through 
dat Irish potato or dat soap or de sweet potato .  Don ' t  let de needle stick up 
any mo ' den about a halfa inch . Den yo ' put dis dime down on a table or piece 
of  wood of  any kind , an ' take a ordinary carpenter ' s  hammer an ' tap on dat needle 
by degrees , lightly an ' eas ily - heavier an ' heavier . An ' after while dat needle 
will go through dere wi thout b rokin ' de point or de top - go through de dime . 

[A good trick , if it  can be done . He means silver dime , not present one . ] 
Yessuh , gain ' through de dime . An ' dat makes yo ' a real , real lucky dime . 
Then if  de person ' s  poisoned an ' yo ' put dat dime in dat shoe to tell whether 

she or he is poisoned ,  de pores of her skin wi ll run dat poison in dat hole in de 
dime an '  turn de dime black j es '  three times as quick . 

[Hole in a dime is about the mos t  common thing in hoodoo , but poPes of heP 
skin wi Z Z  run da.t "poison" in dat ho le ins tead of into whole dime - only a former 
magician could have thought that one up . ]  

(Now , you push this needle through the Irish potato or  sweet potato or a piece 
o f  Octagon Soap . Then you drive the needle - leave that needle in the potato and 
drive it through the dime? ) 

Yes , let it stick out on the b o t tom about a quarter o f  a inch . 
(But while you are driving the needle through the dime that potato or the soap 

is s t ill around the needle , isn ' t  i t ? ) 
Yessub - otherwise it ' l l b roke . Dat potato or  soap keeps away de vib ration . 
[Note : cylinder C796  is blank . This means ei ther I failed to turn on switch ,  

not recording a cylinderful o f  material , or I put cylinder on , talked awhile and 
took it off , not mis sing any material . ]  

Now , yo ' take fo ' ins tance , dere comes a quarrelsome home . Yo ' kin take a 
home where a man an ' his wi fe or  his sweetheapt woman always foutin ' [ fighting ] 
an ' quarrelin ' .  Well , dat caused sometime when somebody s lip in dere at night 
an ' throwin ' gPaveyapd diPt under de house or round de house an ' de watah fal ls 
dere tub kill it . [Kill? He mus t mean to feed,  to act ivate it . ] But whenevah 
yo ' find de gPaveyaPd diPt around a home anywhere atall , den yo ' go an ' git some 
gPaveyaPd diPt too , an ' boil dis gPaveyaPd diPt . [GPaveyaPd diPt agains t gPave
yaPd diPt is LIKE CURES LIKE , p . 394 . ] An '  den yo ' mus t repeat Lord ' s  Prayer ovah 
de one dat yo ' got . Den anybody dat b ring aroun ' gPaveyaPd diPt aroun ' yore 
home , it don ' t  take no ' feet , because yo ' has secured dem an ' have s tepped ovah 
any move dey make of  dat gPaveyaPd diPt . 

(What do you do with that gPaveyaPd diPt that you got , then? ) 
Yo ' take dat an ' secure it in some ordinary j ar or somewhere dat ' s  airtight -

in a bottle of  any kind or anything since it ' s  airtight . 
(And j us t  keep it in your house . )  
Keep it in yo re house - undah yore house , wherevah yo ' see peace keepin ' . But 

in spite of  it yo ' can ' t hUPt de party long as yo ' keep dat gPaveyaPd diPt in 
y�e home . 

Now , yo ' take fo ' instance , if  yo ' move into a home where it ' s  ha ' nted - yo ' 
hear chairs mavin ' roun ' , roun ' ovah de house di f f ' rent places , an ' de fami ly in 
de house become dis couraged wit dat house , an ' yo ' wants tub stay b ut yore wi fe 
don ' t .  Yo ' take a ordinary bot tle an ' put it on de mantel2iece an ' put it j es ' 
about half full of any kind o f  whiskey an ' ,  i f  yo ' can , gi t about ten or twelve 
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guinea feathahs - b ut any feathahs kin do de s ame thing . But guinea feathahs is 
jes ' ten t imes bettah . Put ten or twelve guinea feathahs or any othah kind of 
feathahs , but guinea feathahs if  yo ' kin into dat b o t t le . Put it  on de end of de 
mantelpiece in de ha ' nted home an ' leave de bottle open on de first  s ix nigh ts , 
an ' after de s ix nights , co ' k  de bottle up an ' le t i t  s i t dere . Den , in ab out 
nine nights ,  yo ' ll find a wit ch in dat bot tle . He looks den somepin lak a half 
hatched chicken . An ' yo ' ll nevah heah de ghos ts in de home any mo ' - he ' s  al
ready condensed into dat alcohol .  

Ghos ' es i s  s ome way crazy ovah whiskey , an ' when yo ' put dat in dere - dat 
whiskey is  a wi t ch ' ry  anyhow . An '  also is feathahs . 

Same as yo ' dream - if yo ' evah goin ' off  tub tend to any real bus iness , lak 
on a Tuesday an ' yo ' dream about a chicken or a fowl of any kind , or any bird dat 
wears feathahs , it ' s  hardly any us e fo ' yo ' tub go de nex ' day ,  be cause i t ' s  
really a dis appointment when yo ' dre am  o f  any fowl b ird . 

Now , i f  yo ' really f ind , in dreamin ' of de fowl b ird , goin '  tub beat yo ' in 
dis thing , den yo ' take a few feathahs in yore pocket , when yo ' go tub see this 
party , man or woman , an ' it wi ll b lot out dat disapp o intment . O therwise it 
won ' t .  

Well , fo ' ins tance , if  yo ' owed a b ig deb t an ' yo ' really j es '  naturally not 
ab le tub pay .  We ll , s ome people j es '  wanta j ump de deb t .  Yo ' kin go down tub 
de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' write yore personal name an ' the man ' s name who yo ' owe , 
o r  de woman - whoevah yo ' owe . Yo ' put yore name on one s ide of de fo ' k  of de 
road an ' put dere name on de o thah s ide of de road . An ' den yo ' rake up a little 
b it o f  dirt offa  both s ide of de road an ' carry it b ack home . Den yo ' g it chew 
s ome b r imstone , which is very eas i ly got . An ' aftah yo ' s tart de b r ims tone tub 
humin ' on a p iece of t in or some hard surface - as yo ' burn it , sprinkle dat 
mixture ovah dat , an ' yo ' kin rid yo ' self from de deb t yo ' haven ' t  paid . 

De f irs t thing tub do to try to g i t  a man or a woman b ack home t o  his friend 
or wife or family is - whi ch ah tole yo ' now ab out dat newspapah . Yo ' write dat 
man ' s  name on dere from three tub nine times on de newspapah an ' yo ' wrap it an ' 
put it  undah de s teps , an ' le t it  s tay dere . An '  in dat yo ' make a wish o f  any 
kind whut chew want him tub do . An '  when dat papah s tay dere fo ' three days , 
he ' ll be come worried ab out home ; an ' de more rotten dat papah gits , why he really 
become agonized tub come b ack home . 

I f  yo ' kin g i t  i t , people take an ' use de thing dey call de b lack ea t bone . 
Dat ' s  kinda hard tub g i t  it , though . De real way - de ole- time way lak a ole 
65  yeah ole fellah lak me - but de mos ' lucky b one in de world is  de b lack eat 
bone . 

(Well , how did the old- t imers used to get that b lack eat bone ? )  
De real ole- time way to g it de b one is - yo ' ke tch a b lack cat . Now , whenevah 

yo ' kin ke tch a b lack cat - i t  do ' s  j e s ' as well fo ' yo ' tub ke t ch any cat , an ' 
paint it b lack wi th any b lack powder or shoe polish , as it  is  t o  have him b lack 
when yo ' do whut ah tell yo ' tub do . De great mistake wit de people of today , 
dey take too long tub f ind de b lack cat . Some times dey sees him an ' can ' t g it 
him .  Well , g it any cat an ' den yo ' mus t be shore tub paint him b lack .  I t  don ' t  
make no diff ' rence whether he ' s  b lack all ovah or not , but de back o f  hi� mus t 
be b lack fro� his haid to his tail - an ' his tail . Den yo ' go into de woods an ' 
make up a real good fire - or in yore home i f  ne cess ary - an ' yo ' mus t throw dat 
cat in dere alive . An '  take one of dese l arge s ize - pos s ib ly if  it ' s  a emp ty 
lard can o r  anything yo ' see f i t  to i t . An '  when yo ' g i t  ready tub throw dat cat 
in dere , yo ' have tub have a heavy lid t o  put on top o f  dat cat . If yo ' don ' t ,  
he ' s  goin ' have mo ' power den yo ' think , boy . An '  when yo ' drop dat b lack cat in 
dere , or de cat yo ' paint de top of his back b lack ,  put him in dere an ' put dat 
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heavy weight on dere , an ' inside of about eight minutes he ' ll be  dead all right . 
An '  den when dat watah boil - boilin ' an ' b oilin ' - boil him down , dere is 

a bone dat will come on top o f  de watah an '  all de othah bones really goin ' tuh 
sink . Den yo ' take out dat bone whut come on top o f  de watah an ' dat ' s  worth 
a thousan ' dollahs to any man . Dat ' s  de real only way tuh git de ·true b one - is 
tuh boil him alive an' dat bone will come up dere to him . 

Now , tuh kill de cat yo ' �an ' t pick out de lucky bone , except yo ' s  a real ole
class POot doctoP. But yo ' git dat bone by let tin ' it come up to de top . I t  
come up dere i t  ownself . 

Naturally yo ' wanta shiel ' yo ' self from all dat - in fac ' j es '  feel securely 
dat no one can hUPt yo ' no way . One o f  de truest  things in dat is , dere ' s  a root  
in de  woods called de  devil ' s-shoes tring . Yo ' find it mos ' on any ditch b ank , 
an ' when yo ' go tuh pull it  up it  has a long root  dat run from six tuh eight to 
ten feet , if it don ' t broke off - pull it careful . An '  yo ' boil nine pieces o f  
dat root  an ' ,  after yo ' boil it - well yo ' can boil i t  into a quart of  watah . 
From a quart of  watah why boil it down to about three hal fa pints . Well , yo ' kin 
boil mo ' den dat if necessary - boil a thousan ' gallons but b oil it in propor
tion . An '  after dat root  h�s become done , yo ' kin take one piece out lak yo ' 
would try a ' tater [ potato = sweet potato ] an ' dat root  will begin tuh slip on 
yore finger if it ' s  done . 

Take dat root  out an ' j es '  any lit tle ordinary bottle lak dat . Yo ' take dat 
an ' put chew in a piece of cotton an ' wear it in yore shoe , an ' sprinkle dat 
dere , s ay once every thirty days . An ' yo ' kin go an ' s tep on anything - ah don ' t  
care whut nobody put down fo ' yo ' .  I t ' s  called de devil ' s-shoestring . I t  has a 
sour weed on de top o f  it - a lit tle red weed , a little bit o f  red berry . Yo ' 
rubs yore han ' an ' lick it , it ' s  as s our as a green lemon . But no one really 
can ' t  hur t yo ' .  

(You have to boil nine pieces , and all you put in that bottle is the liquid? ) 
De liquid . But de root can be  boiled three times . 
Now , one thing ah want git chew told is dis . In boilin ' one quart yo ' only 

use not less then one-third of a hal fa pint of alcohol or whiskey on dat liquid . 
The whiskey do no t do any real good , othah than j es '  tuh CUPe dis watah - dat ' s  
tuh keep it from sourin ' . 

De ole me thod fifty yeahs ago , if  yo ' wanta make a man o r  a woman stay ' way 
from round yo ' ,  why yo ' git de feet from de toe goin ' towards de heel . Take de 
track an ' throw it into runnin ' watah . An '  some time dey ' ll run from de who le 
s t ate or town direct . 

An '  i f  yo ' want de same party tuh s tay wit yo ' ,  git it from de heel  comin ' to
ward de toe , an ' as long as de party who want dat party tuh s tay with them , keeps 
some of dat s and , why dey really will s t ay with you .  But it mus t come from de 
heel comin ' to the toe , if yo ' want ' em tuh s t ay with yo ' .  

I f  yo ' took from de toe goin ' to de heel , dey shore goin ' leave yo ' .  
(Going b ack fifty years - did they use the word hoodoo fi f ty years ago? )  
Oh yes . 
(What did they c all that kind of  work? What s tate do you come from - here in 

South C arolina? ) 
• Ah wus bo ' n  heah in South C a ' lina . 

(What did they call that kind o f  work here in South Carolina fifty years ago ? ) 
Dey called it hoodooism , witchcraft - some call it witchcraft ,  hoodoo . 
(Well , have these Poot doctoPs changed in the las t fifty years ? Are they 

dying out or are they as good or what ? )  
I f  yo ' kin ketch o le one he ' s  bettah ,  but dere no t many o f  ' em livin ' . De ' re 

usually a long- lived people , because ah think - jes ' in mos t  serious part - but 
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ah think within mah own j udgment , dat dose who are true to whut dey are doin ' 
dat God spared dem be caus e o f  dere bene fits , an ' prolonged dere li fe fo ' dat 
caus e - ' caus e yo ' see , dey say ,  "De seed o f  a man i s  wis dom . " Co ' se wisdom 
an ' then He rese rve dat man , ah 'magine , fo ' service . 

(Well , how did these old roo t dOctors learn their business , I wonde r? ) 
How did dey learn dat ? Well , it wus some thing like - to my j udgment - like 

dat [bed we see ] look to be a roa l  clean bed an ' yo ' look tuh be a roa l  clean 
man . Yo ' kin g it in dat bed an ' have ever ' thing sent in here to yo ' dat you want 
to , an ' j es ' don ' t  change yore clothes when yo ' give out . So ah think that ' s  mah 
way tub demons trate to yo ' that this hoodOoism comes from - really God has given 
to man . Yeah , He ' s  given it to man , put it in de man , an ' He Himself done - when 
He come , liab le to come heah when nobody in heah but yo ' . Yo ' didn ' t git it from 
nobody - it ' s  yore career .  Fo ' God when He see a man is pictured fo ' things , why 
He us e those with whom He can advance it  - some man , a good fe llah , he s tay po ' 
all his li fe , be caus e if He made him ri ch he ' d  kill someb ody .  

[ The p receding parag raph presents a prob lem ( 4  p ' s  - by accident ) thirty years 
late r .  I had been us ed as an ins tance or paroah le so o ften , I never though t any
thing about my involvement for illus trat ive purposes . But looking back , no 
longer remembe ring the occas ion , could this man have though t I was rooming there? 
Sure ly not . Ce rtainly I am the same old guinea pig . At leas t he shows the type 
o f  Neg ro home in which I worked , qui te diffe rent from the hotels where I inter
viewed . And thanks for the yo ' look tuh be a real clean man . ] 

Take a ordinary tab lespoonful o f  quicksilver . Fo ' ins tance [ the preceding old 
guinea pig is about to des troy someone ' s  fish pond ] , yo ' an ' I wus friends - yo ' 
an ' I wus great fishers , an ' de re come a big pond owned by some big ri ch man an '  
they wanted to pos t i t  fo ' some huntin ' club or fishin ' club an '  yo ' wanta fish 
dere , an ' yo ' can ' t  git no fish on dat side of de pond . Well , yo ' kin figure , 
always de - you kin go ovah dere an ' take some qui cks ilve r an ' put it j es ' about 
dat deep [ demons trates ] . 

(About a foo t deep - about as deep as your hand . )  
About one foo t deep in de bank righ t on de level o f  de watah . Put it two 

places an ' put it about two fee t apart in de evenin ' .  And be fo ' yo ' put it dere , 
eight a ' clock one night , MOnday night , yo ' kin go dere about Wednesday mawnin ' or 
no latah den dat , an ' dat whole pond done broke loose . Dat qui cks ilver as little 
as it is , will cut right away through dat mo le on no less den six fee t wide an ' 
mo ' den dat much deep an ' turn all de watah out dat pond . We ll de fishes all 
es cape an ' go in de othah side . 

De ole- time way o f  bindin ' a fe llah , dat wus us ed at dat time in my beginnin ' 
in hoodoo work , if  a fe llah didn ' t wanta come right out direct right dere an ' 
ki ll a fellah , an ' he knew he wus breakin ' de peace ovah in de othah fe llah ' s  
home , he git dis fe llah ' s  picture if he can . An ' if he can ' t git de pi cture , 
why yo ' draw it yoreself an ' as near as yo ' can . In de ole days we do dat . Den 
if  he ' s  a b lack man , yo ' paint de picture b lack after yo ' draw it ; if he ' s  a 
white man , paint it whi te ; an ' if he ' s  a yellah man , why paint it b rown . An '  
den yo ' take dat thing an '  _take some o f  dat s ame shoemaker roo t - some people 
call it de devil ' s-shoestring . [ Shoe-make = the smoo th sumac Rhus g labra. ] An ' 
yo ' take dat pic ture an ' put it into any ordinary bot tle , but it ough tn ' t  tub be 
less dan half •a pint . And yo ' firs t po ' a teaspoonful in dat . Den yo ' add de 
next day a big spoonful . Den de next day yo ' put two big spoonfuls . Yo ' add to 
it  till yo ' git six big spoonful [ the magic of increas ing amount ] . An ' when de 
bot tle gits full , den he ' ll git cons tipated an ' he can ' t do it no mo ' - dat locks 
his bowels . 

(That is the way they used to lock the bowels years ago ? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wit ch craft - Rootwork - 1103 

Yeahs ago - an ' it ' ll do a man dat way . Now , if yo ' take dat same thing 
yores elf , ovah two doses an ' don ' t  take some mighty good laxative medicine , it ' ll 
lock yore bowels in one day . 

(That s tuff actually locks your bowels , that medicine you put in that bottle ? )  
Yes s uh ,  becaus e some people call i t  the devil ' s-shoes tring [becaus e i t  ties 

you up ] .  
(That liquid off  the devil ' s-shoes tring will lock your bowels ? )  
I t  will lock it right now , i f  a man or a woman has de loose bowels so b ad dat 

dey j es ' - dey can ' t  s top it . In nuthin les s den th ree days , pos tively dis will 
s top yo ' from gain ' to de toilet ' tall . Yo ' kin go an ' git  it on a dit ch b ank .  
An ' i t  don ' t evah grow any higher den about fo ' feet high . 

Yo ' kin us e a woman ' s  s tockin ' fo r several di f f ' rent things . 
Now yo ' take , if it ' s  a man wanta git a woman , why he kin take her s o ck an ' he 

takes a s cissors an ' cut it up j es ' as fine - fine somepin lak a rat nes t , an ' 
he ' ll make a little ordinary sack an ' puts it in dere , an ' after he puts it in 
dere den he wet on it - pee on it good , an ' he puts it on somewhere until he 
think it b ecomes dry . An ' he take dat thing after it comes dry an '  den he b urns 
it . An ' after he burns it , den he takes some of dat ashes out of dat , an ' if  
yore wife or yore sweetheart woman , if  she drinks wh iskey wit yo ' ,  yo ' take a 
teeny little bit  of  dat dere an ' drop into some whiskey an ' g ive her , an '  it 
kills her aourage fo ' any man outside of  yo ' .  

Den yo ' ll take - in de olden days yo ' ll take as far as yo ' own part , when yo ' 
git ready to s top wi th her , yo ' have yore sock secure in yo re bosom somewhere , 
an '  ins tead o f  she givin ' yo ' a towel tuh wipe wi th , yo ' wipe yo ' s elf with dat 
towel an ' her too - wit dat sock .  An ' yo ' do dat fo ' th ree times or mo ' if nec
es sary b ut three is a-plenty . An ' a man kin go dere an ' o f fer to go with her . 
Sometime he git  righ t to de place an '  it  will j es ' doub le up on yo ' - don ' t  go 
in , can ' t  do anything . 

(You mean the man would take his own sock and wipe the woman? And what would 
he do with that sock after he wiped her with it ? )  

An '  wipe de woman - his own sock .  Well , h e  go ahead on - de next time he use 
it agin . Or yo ' kin rins e de sock an ' us e it as many times as yo ' wanta , but it 
will kill her aourage fo ' othah men . 

A woman kin take a piece of yo re drawers - she ' ll make out lak it wus ole , 
ain ' t  to be used - an ' she cut out a piece o f  cloth j es ' about as b ig as a dollah 
b ill , an ' she soak dat thing three days an ' three nights in some of her own 
ahamber lye .  An ' she take dat piece o f  cloth an ' put it right to her - ovah her 
private - an ' she takes a lead pencil an ' draws de shape of  her private on dat 
same piece of  cloth an ' den she take dat cloth an ' tack it to the bot tom of her 
mattress . De man hardly evah wat chin ' on de mattress . Tacks it to de bottom o f  
de mat tress on d e  side where she s leep . An ' dat ' s  whut dey call - ' way b ack 
yondah in dem days - Zayin ' on a man . An '  he can ' t  run ' thout [without ] he be
come a murderin ' man an ' he run on . She lays on him all de time . He b e comes 
humb le to her - meek . 

( She draws a picture o f  her own private on that clo th ? )  
On dat clo th . 
Well now when yo ' wanta redeem yo 'se lf o f  dat , yo ' git chew three aigs an ' 

cr�h ' em right in yore hand - three aigs , shell an ' all . Po ' ' em into some
thin ' , anything yo ' wanta .  Den yo ' take yo ' j es '  a ordinary drink o f  whiskey 
ab out , ah reckon , one-fo ' th o f  a pint of whiskey . Yo ' put dat thing in dere an ' 
s tir it , s tir it  as good as yo ' kin , an ' yo ' drink dat thing b ut don ' t  swallow 
de e ggshells - don ' t  swallow de eggshells . Make yo ' b ettah an ' hard as a - b ut 
it mus ' be shell an ' all . An ' yo ' mus ' suck de shell lak yo ' suckin ' a fishb one , 
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suck dat out an ' swallow de othah p art , an ' yo ' good as yo ' evah could . 
Dere a g irl dat yo ' like all right but look l ak she l ak de o thah fellah de 

b e s t - yeah . Wel l  now , dere ' s  a new kinda way dey call dat now , a can ' t  deny 
powders ; but in back days dey called i t  a graveyard snack . 

Well , in dem days to make de woman g o  fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' goes in s ome graveyard an ' 
pull de h aid or foot s t i ck - co ' se haid is  de  bes t .  An '  yo ' g i t  dat haid or  foot 
s t i ck an '  t ake a saw an' saw it possib ly in s ix- inch p ieces , an '  t ake a lit tle 
hatchet an ' chop it up an' yo ' burn it . Sweep de firep lace out good an ' take as 
less kindl in ' as yo ' can . Sometimes it  a very close place an '  dey don ' t  have [a  
good draf t ] ,  t ake it wit grease an ' light it or kerosene if necess ary - prob ably 
bettah . An '  den when yo ' git  i t  all burned up , yo ' sweep de place wit a whisk 
b room into a lit tle tin plate or  p iece o f  tin an '  yo ' t ake dat thing den an ' 
reso lve it  into a nice box . 

An ' yo ' go tub see yore best  g i rl an ' yo ' carry yo ' ' long yore pocket han ' 
kerchief , an ' when yo ' g i t  to her hous e yo ' don ' us e dat han ' ke rchi ef , but yo ' 
sprinkle j es '  a least b i t  o f  dat graveyard p i ece in dat han ' kerchief an ' b all it 
up den , an ' put it in a sep arate pocket wit chure han ' kerchief dat yo ' goin ' wipe 
yore face wi t - let dat be a di ff ' rent han ' kerchief . Yo ' talk wit her an ' splain 
a little , s ay ,  11 Ah don ' believe yo ' care fo ' me . 1 1  Make out yo ' cuttin ' aftah he1' 
favor .  An '  dat lit tla b i t  of  powder goes to her affection in a way , an ' she be
comes a- fas cinated t o  yo ' an '  she can ' t  he ' p  hers elf . 

An '  den s omet imes whenevah yo ' see her - she leaning b ack to yo ' heah ag ain , 
' s tead o f  yo ' doin ' dat once , yo ' do it  twi ce - de next time in de s ame han ' ker
chief . An '  really she j es '  can ' t  he ' p  lovin ' yo ' tub s ave her life . 

Heah fifty- five or s ixty yeahs ago , i f  a fellah - yo ' mean a fellah murde r a 
fellah an '  g o t  away . I f  a fellah murder a fellah an ' go t away , why yo ' could 
write  his name nine t imes an ' den yo ' take dat graveyard s t i ck de s ame way yo ' 
did befo ' . Yo ' burn de haid an ' de foo t s t i ck an ' den yo ' go  into a place - i t  
should be i n  d e  graveyard . Let it be  day or  night but i t  b e s t  tub b e  a t  night . 
Den yo ' would b ury dere something an '  name i t  aftah dat man . Even if yo ' don ' 
know de man done de killin ' , why yo ' call i t  s omeone . But i t ' s  s o  much bettah 
if  yo ' know de man . Den yo ' bury dat man - any j es '  li ttle ordinary thing an ' 
call it him an ' it  oughtn ' t  tub be  less den every thirty days , yo ' wanta go dere 
an '  sprinkle dat thing good with dis chamber lye , every time , an ' when yo ' walk 
away from dere yo ' wanta s tep about three s t eps b ackwards befo ' yo ' go , an '  
eventually he ' ll become worried an ' agonized an '  come on b ack home . 

Den dey us ed tub t ake - it ' s  hard tub git ' em though ,  dese grubworms . When 
God made de g rubwo rm ,  he made him a [sp inner ? ] .  

Dere ' s  s omethin ' in de ole hoodooism long yeahs ago , s omethin ' whi ch we call 
a s i lkwo rm .  Some people used to call ' em cocoon in s l avery t imes . Dey has a 
nes t j es '  ' b out b ig as yore thumb . Dere ' s  plenty o f  dem in any o ak t ree , see . 
[ I s  he confus ing o ak galls wi th co coons ? ]  Yo ' kin t ake it  an '  t ake it  op en , an '  
dere ' s  a big ole f a t  wo rm  in dere , an '  he ' s  den called a cocoon-worm o r  s i lkwo rm .  
Den one t ime a ye ah de s i lkworm he is  de s i lkworm , an ' de next time dat s ame 
s i lkwo rm ,  he turns to a June bug , an '  de next time he turns from de June bug to 
a grubworm .  [This i s  hoodoo biology . ] Very often yo ' g o  tub a tree an ' see 
where de g rubworm h as left his shed dere an ' de g rubworm gone . [ Does shed mean 
cocoon or cicada shell ? ] Den de s ame thing turns to a g reat b ig flopp ing buttah
fly . Ah wus tellin ' a whi te man heah to Wrigh tfield about an '  he put one into a 
box an ' he t ry him out , an ' he changed to a [but terfly ] - [ in a]  cigah b ox . 

Now i f  yo ' kin git  dem things , dem ole hoodoo arts , an ' bury him an ' call him 
de dead man , he ' s  gotta come home . An '  if yo ' don ' g i t  but one , yo ' could t ake 
an '  make , s ay ,  a quart of dat liquid foam outa dat s i lkworm an ' yo ' po ' i t  on 
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dere , dat fellah j e s ' be come as if  ain ' t  nuthin goin ' happen tub him .  He ' ll come 
on back home . 

(Now , I want to make it clear now . You bury one o f  these grubworms . Where do 
you bury i t ? ) 

I t  s ' posed to be in de graveyard . 
(And when you bury it what do you call it?  What do you do? )  
When yo ' go down tub bury it , why j es '  say ,  '�ell , Jake , dus t to dus t an '  

ashes to ashes . "  Yo ' bury it as if yo ' goin ' bury--dem ---clere .  An '  po ' some o f  
dat hoodoo-worm water on dere . 

(I f you want to b ring this man back , you get  this hoodoo-worm and you bury it  
in the graveyard , and you s ay ,  "Ashe s to ashes , e t c . " )  

An ' when yo ' say dat , dat very minute wherevah he be - Chicago , Philadelphia 
or New Orleans or wherevah he be , he be come right den affective lak dat , an ' 
from dat day on he ' ll lean toward home . Firs t thing yo ' know he ' s  back in de 
s ame town where yo ' is . 

(You pre tend that that worm is the fellow that has run away . That ' s  the idea 
isn ' t  i t ? ) 

Yes . 
De ole time way , fo ' ins tance , yo ' kill a fellah tonight , one of  de greates ' 

things tub keep de bloodhoun ' s  ketchin ' yo ' is yo ' oughta have some dry cow 
manure . De green manure is all right fo ' dat night . But if  yo ' got an idea of  
killin ' a fellah , yo ' git some cow manure an ' dry it . Yo ' have tub put it  in de 
s tove an ' dry it  an ' powder it  up an ' put it into somepin . An '  i f  yo ' do any 
devilment , yo ' rub some o f  dat cow manure undah both of  yore feet good - g rease 
de foo t firs t wi t any kinda grease an ' den cove r it wi t cow manure . An ' dere 
ain ' t  a b loodhoun ' in de worl ' kin trail  yo ' - he can ' t  tub save dere life . De 
sensation of  dat cow manure gives yore track a cow s cent ' s tead of  a human s cent , 
an ' de electricity of  yore s cent doesn ' t  pass through dat cow manure . An ' yo ' ll 
git so far outa de ' traction of  de houn ' s  till dey can ' t  ke t ch yo ' .  

I f  dey happen tub ke tch yo ' , well it ' s  very hard . But if  yo ' go tuh call on 
a person an ' yo ' kin se cure j es '  one o f  de mos ' ordinary pa ' r  of  s cissors of  dat 
day - de ole high class roo t doctor fo ' [ that ] day - de white ladies specially 
used tub have a lee ttle fingernail s cissors . Well , when yo ' go tub call on a 
fellah in j ail , why yo ' carry a leet tle pair o f  dem s cissors in yore hat an ' yo ' 
done slip dem scis sors to him ,  an ' le t him clip a few s trands of  hai r  o f f  his 
private every day fo ' nine days an ' throw ' em on de flo ' . An ' it ' s  natural when 
dey sweep de flo ' dey goin ' sweep dat hair out de do ' s .  An ' dat man goin ' git 
out j e s ' as shure as de devil . If yo ' carry a b igger pair , de j ailer will search 
� to see whut chew got an ' he take ' em from yo ' .  But carry a leettle pa ' r o f  
dem fing ahnail s cis sors in yore own ves t  po cke t o r  somewhere an ' if  h e  see dem , 
he wouldn ' t  think yo ' do no harm wi t dat . Yo ' tell dat person to clip j es ' a 
few s trands o f  his hair every mawnin ' o f f  roun ' his private an ' le t it fall down 
on de flo ' . An '  every time dey swept dat j ail , when it s top i t  goin ' be out do ' s  
all right . An '  dat ' s  goin ' bring him right on out . 

I f  yo ' wus mad wit a girl or boy o r  man an ' yo ' didn ' t  wanta kill ' em ,  but yo ' 
wanta j es '  make ' em miserab le an ' make him los t his j ob .  Yo ' kin git yo ' somepin 
de� call a ne ttle . I t ' s  a bush grow in every cotton patch in de S tate o f  South 
Ca ' lina - it has a white flower - an '  yo ' cut chureself on de han ' wi t it it ' ll 
eetch chew mos ' all day . I t ' s  called a cow nettle an ' some people call it a 
hoarge [horse?  whore ' s ? ]  ne ttle . It  grows in all cotton patches . 

[ I t  will grow almos t  anywhere - garden , pas ture , lawn . Horse ne ttle (So lanum 
caro linens e ) , also called buZZ nettle , I have explained elsewhere . ]  

An '  yo ' kin take dat ne ttle an ' go to a green tree an ' j e s ' cut [whip ] dat 
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tree - cut dat tree where [ unt i l ]  all de leaves o f f  it . An ' dat fellah who yo ' 
callin ' de name of  - when yo ' cut de tree an ' call dere name - he will have 
somepin whut de people call de hoaFze [= whore ' s ]  eetah - he j es '  broke out in 
sores , eetchin ' all ovah . 

Hoarze - people say now yo ' ke tch from being wi t diff ' rent [women ] .  
(You catch this disease from people that - women that are bad? ) 
Yes , but that neetle rash will give yo ' dat . 
I f  yo ' can ' t use nettle rash , yo ' kin take a swi tch an ' ro as t it  in hot ashes , 

an '  den drag de swi t ch three or fo ' t imes through some red peppah , an ' dat ' ll 
make it  j es ' de s ame as dat - it will give anybody a real eetch . 

(Do you use that s t ick with the tree then? ) 
Yes sir , wit dat tree , if  yo ' can ' t  git  de ne ttle . 
(Is  that nettle the s ame thing they call the b ull ne ttle ? ) 
Yes , de same thing . 
An ' den dere ' s  one , i f  yo ' use it  j es '  right , it  keeps a fellah in fo ' women -

it  keep him outa trouble . Yo ' kin take three grapevines - small pieces of it an'  
plai t it  j es '  lak yo ' plaitin ' a long lo ck of  human hair , plait it . Yo ' kin take 
dat thing , i f  yo ' wanta tie a fellah up in business - wanta make him be  defeated .  
Fo '  ins tance , yo ' g o t  a s to ' on d e  corner an ' a man ' s  got a s to ' right in front 
of yo ' an ' he ' s  beatin ' yore sellin ' , an ' if it j es '  wusn ' t  fo ' him - if he ' d  
IIU' Ve an ' go somewhere else yo ' could do some busines s .  Hey? Yo ' d  plait dat 
�hing an ' bury it  undah yore s to ' an ' plait ano thah one an ' wri te his name on dat 
same grapevine an ' cuss it an ' throw it - an ' throw it in de watah an ' he 1 11 fail 
in busines s .  ' But yo ' mus t keep yores buried somewhere roun ' yore s to ' . 

Tub make a success in de s to ' or piaao Zo joint or somepin othah - make yo ' a 
prosperous busines s .  

(What kind of  a joint ? )  
Where yo ' s  havin ' a beer garden or a piaao Zo joint - where a beer garden or 

any kinda music  machines . 
(What does piaao Zo mean? ) 
It ' s  somepin on de order o f  a Victrola fo ' music  in order to af ford music . 
An 1 yo ' put i t  in yore beer garden or  whatevah yo ' goin ' to do an ' dey all in 

dere havin ' a nice time . An '  anothah fellah open righ t dere tub beat chew out , 
an ' yo ' want de trade tub come in dere real heavy an ' succes s ful .  Yo ' j es '  E.!!!. 
yo ' six pa ' r  of  cards - real gamb lin '  cards an ' burn up three pa ' r ,  an ' take de 
othah three pa ' r an '  hide ' em undah yore counter . An '  den yo 1 put in dat - in 
dat s ame place where yo ' put dem burnt cards an ' dem othah cards , den yo ' oughta 
put three piece of silver in dere , if it ain ' t but thre� dimes . An '  dat trade 
will come to yo ' all de time . But when yo ' sweep de s to ' yo ' nevah sweep it  out 
atall - j es '  leave it back down dere . Den whenevah yo ' git  to de b ack do ' ,  it  
should be properly be took up an '  put in a box ins tead o f  sweepin ' out . 

One way - de ole time way of  keepin ' de law out yore place is to - dat same 
b Zaak aat bone . 

Yo ' take dat b Zaak aat bone an ' sew it  up into some kind of  a good s tout cloth 
[making a hand] an ' yo ' tack him up ovah yore do ' .  In some cases , wherevah de 
b Zaak aat bone is kept , yo ' can afford to take a b Zaak aat bone an ' trace on a 
big cardbo ' d  j es '  de shape of dat b Zaak aat bone , an ' sew it  up in a pad somepin 
lak a folding• pocketbook , an ' tack it ovah de front do ' an ' one ovah de back do ' ,  
an ' dat keeps him out . Some of  de bones is very s carce - some times yo ' use dem 
as a sUbs ti tute , but dey ' s no t quite as good as de real bone itsel f . But yo ' 
can use it  in cheaper form in dat way . 

Even now dey have ovahseers , but it ' s  no t exactly lak slavery times , but some
times dey' s burdensome to yo '  j es '  de same as slavery times . Ah knows several 
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cases now . An ' when yo ' got ovahseer dat chew don ' lak an ' yo ' can ' t git ' long 
wit him - yo ' could git  ' long wit de big boss but yo ' can ' t make it wit de super
intendent - why yo ' kin git  a piece o f  his sock or clothes o f  any kind , an '  yo ' 
grind it  up wit yore s cissors very good , very good , an ' burn dat up in b rims tone 
an ' alcohol , b rims tone an ' alcohol . Den when yo ' burn dat up - now i f  yo ' can ' t  
git his clothes , de subs titute o f  dat is to take a piece o f  any clothes de color 
of dat , but it ' s  not as good as his clothes . Now , yo ' kin git his clothes by 
b ein ' slick enough tub git in wit de woman his wife ' s  gwine wit . Or sometime , 
i f  yo ' slick enough to  git de cook to git a piece o f  his clothes an ' yo ' kin make 
him leave dat house by taking de b rims tone an ' lodes tone an ' humin ' it  together . 
But when yo ' burn it , yo ' mus t set it  afire with alcohol . Den yo ' throw it  into 
a runnin ' s tream of watah an ' den he goin ' to de watah - dey goin ' to watah . 

In de ole days - s ixty yeahs ago - i f  a man wus poisoned - a woman - a person 
wus poisoned, de s tyle of buryin ' a person wus tuh turn de haid to de sunrise an ' 
de foot to de sundown . Now , ah don ' know mahsel f de ' ffect but ah do know it 
positively is true . Now if yo ' take dat same man dat wus poisoned an ' bury him 
cr-ossways of de worl ' ,  de party who done de poisonin ' is as dead as de devil in 
nine days . 

[We were talking about Doctor Buzzard while machine was s topped . ]  
(You say he was a large fat man? ) 
A large fat man . He came heah [ to Sumter ] . 
(Black? ) 
Yeah , he came heah - a b ig ole real b lack man . He worked on a fellah down 

heah - Peter Blake , an '  taked frogs out his laigs . Ah know he did take dem out 
dere . 

(Was he the o riginal Doctor Buzzard? ) 
He ' s  de real ole Doctor Buzzard . 
(Was he good? ) 
Yessur . 
(You say pers immon bark is very lucky? ) 
Very lucky . I f  yo ' kin git ' simmon bark an ' powder it up an ' send it  as a 

love powder anywhere ovah de worl ' . In de ole days yo ' could keep mo ' peace in 
yore home wit dat den any othah thing of dat date - 'simmon-bark dust.  Yo ' dry 
it in de s tove an ' grind it  up as a powder ,  an ' yo ' sell a very small quantity 
in dat day fo ' five dollahs , an ' it  would really do de work . Because whenevah 
i t  really would do de work , why de people would flock after it . Dos e  ole time 
methods were not ' dulterated - dey wusn ' t  ' dulterated ' tall . 

Dat 1 s wonderful , yes sir .  Yo ' kin take a tree dat ' s  s truck by lightnin ' , or 
sometimes yo ' kin buy de tree , an ' i f  yo ' could git a lump o f  de dus t o f  i t , yo ' 
kin use dat tub kill people wit - o f  dat day . 

Yo ' would git  de dus t o f  it  or de bark off i t  an ' yo ' powder i t  up in a form -
co ' se de finer yo ' kin git it - it ' s  hard to git it into a powder . In de ole 65 
to 75  yeahs times - well , in dat time , dey take dat ole tree an ' git dat dus t an '  
whenevah a s torm comin ' up , dey ' d  take dat dus t , in de ole time when a s torm 
comin ' up , i f  yo ' s  at home , why yo ' carried some in yore pocket . An '  yo ' keep 
rubbin ' dat thing , rubb in ' dat thing , an '  callin ' him by name , callin ' him by 
n�e - it run him out de country .  

(You wait until the s torm i s  coming up though? ) 
Yes , only when a s torm is comin ' up . 
(What did they say about those things - that dus t that runs around in the 

road , those whirlwinds ? What did they call those? ) 
Dose ole root doctahs used tub s ay it  wus de devi l whippin ' his wife .  
(Is there anything they could do with those whirlwinds ? )  
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Yes , dey could go wherevah dey s top at , an ' wherevah dey stop at , dere ' d  be  a 
ole pile of  leettle trash de re , an '  dey ' d rake up dat t rash yo ' see an ' us e it  
fo ' hoodooism . Dey ' d  wat ch it  - when it  would run along , dey ' d  wat ch it . Yo ' 
can ' t  dig it any deeper den six inches , but it ' s  powerfully st rong from de top 
to six inches . An '  yo ' do dat to quiet rows an' fus ses an ' so fo rth . Dat will 
overcome a quarrelsome family . [This is magic  of the opposite - see p . 359 . ]  

Now , de real part of  it dat yo ' got out dat hole - see , it  two foo t square an ' 
six inches deep . Well , yo ' could take dat where a fellah wus quarrelin ' wit his 
wife or he couldn ' t make his wi fe behave , he could take dat thing an ' ab out three 
times a month an '  throw it ovah de hous e an ' his wife would nevah know whut he 
�s doin ' . An '  when she ' d  sweep de hous e ,  she ' d  sweep it out an ' she ' d  become 
a model woman . 

But now , when yo ' git  to de second degree o f  it  - when it ' s  s carce of  co ' s e 
when yo ' git  it yo ' don ' git  much out dere at all . Yo ' kin take a pint o f  dat 
thing an ' mix it wit a quart of  othah dirt ; ' dulterate it an '  make dat dirt last .  
But de  second will not  be  as s t rong as dat real one dat  come out  of  dat . Co ' s e 
yo ' gotta sell dat firs t one higher . But fo ' two foot each way an ' s ix inches 
deep . Ah don ' care how quarrelsome a woman might be or whut nationality she 
might be , she ' ll s top it . 

Git a dead person ' s bone . Now dere ' s  two clas ses o f  bones . I f  yo ' wanta do 
if  yo ' wanta b ring a man or a woman to a righteous s tag e o f  life , yo ' would have 
tuh git in wit some ole white or colored fellah dat knows where ole Chris tians 
suppos ed tuh be buried ; but at de same time yo ' git into where a s inner , a wicked 
fellah wus buried . But yo ' do wicked triaks wi t wicked fellah ' s  bones , an ' yo ' 
do Christian triaks wit de Chris tian fellah ' s  bones . 

I f  yo ' want a man or woman tuh become meek an ' mild , why yo ' take dat bone of 
de meek an ' mild person , an ' when she come tuh yo ' fo ' hoodOoism work why yo ' -
every time yo ' come dere yo ' rub her right hand nine times in de palm o f  her hand 
wi t dat bone - o f  de righteous bone . An '  dat change her . Fo ' ins tance , if  a man 
had a lover an '  he gave me a j ob o f  makin ' her a bettah woman , if  she wus a har
lo t - a wi cked woman , a aussin ' foo l . Well , i f  yo ' kin git her an ' rub her wit 
dat bone , yo ' kin change her . Jes ' whenevah yo ' kin g i t  in touch wi t her , why 
yo ' kin take dat s ame bone an '  boil it exactly wit any ordinary soup bone . Well , 
yo ' take dat bone an '  give dat man sdme liquid off dat thing an '  he kin put it on 
her anyhow - dat ' s  three - or  de wife kin do it . Jes ' ' long as yo ' anoint her 
wit dat Christian bone , it chang e her from a wi cked wench . See , dose ole people 
couldn ' t  git no money to give to druggis t , an ' dey would do dose things wi t dose 
ole things . 

I f  yo ' take a man dat chew hate , or  a woman yo ' hate , o r  someone give yo ' a 
j ob o f  runnin ' a fellah outa town . Yo ' kin take a ole muz zle-loadin ' gun - yo ' 
see , wi t de ole cap - an ' see , yo ' shoo t towards de sunrise an '  dat fellah will 
rise in bus ines s .  

But now if  yo ' want him tuh fails in bus ines s ,  yo ' mus t wri te 
piece of papah an ' put on top dere as a wad - take de shot  out . 
An '  i f  yo ' want him tuh fail in busines s ,  yo ' shoot - de s ame as 
b ird , yo ' kill him in bus ines s .  

a fai luPe on a 
Den we shoot . 
yo ' kill dat 

If yo ' want him tuh fail in bus ines s ,  yo ' shoo t to sundown - his bus iness go 
down . • 

I f  yo ' want it  tuh rise , yo ' draws a human picture an ' shoot at de fellah pic
ture an ' he ris e in business - [ shoo t ]  to sunrise .  An '  if  yo ' want him tuh fail 
in busines s ,  yo ' take it  an ' draw de fellah picture an ' shoot at it  goin ' tuh 
sundown . An '  ah reckon he won ' t be  in busines s awhile - fail in busines s .  

Yo ' don ' see those guns much now . 
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Now , if yo ' can ' t git dat gun , yo ' can do de same wit a leettle pistol , but 
yo ' got t a  git dat shot out . But de ole time mizzle-loader is de bes t . 

(You wri te what you want done on a p iece o f  paper? )  
P iece o f  papah . 
(And when you shoot it  toward the sunrise or the sunset , you have to draw his 

picture and shoot his picture ? ) 
Shoot his picture . 
Some people shoot j es '  ordinarily so , but i t  don ' t take no ef fect - dey lose 

t ime . So yo ' wanta do it quick an ' git rid of ' em .  
( In the days before they had pictures - photographs , what did they used to 

do ? )  
Well , de firs t photograph shoot in '  ah evah seen in mah life wus a fellah 'way 

back yonder - i t  used to take about two weeks gittin '  dere [ to his . house ] . But 
befo ' den dey didn ' t  had any - only whut dey could draw from a shadah . 

(What did they do with the shadow? What do you mean by the shadow? You mean 
agains t the wall? ) 

Well , yes . 
Fo ' ins tance , yo ' or me wus in trouble an ' yo ' could walk aroun ' a corner -

an ' sometime a man got two shadahs . Did yo ' know dat ? 
(No . )  
Well , ah seen it  plen ty t imes . Yo '  got two shadahs 'bout yo ' every nigh t , but 

yo ' got ta git on a certain angle of de light . One is de evil shadah an ' one is 
de good shadah , an ' de evil shadah i s  twice as b ig as de goo d  shadah . An ' yo ' 
mus t have a plan dat yo ' can draw i t  wit . An ' when dat b i g  shadah come ' long , i f  
yo ' wanta do a evil trick , yo ' shave as much dirt as yo ' kin o f f  dat track - i f  
i t ' s  a quart o r  fo ' quart o f  dat b ig shadah . But two natural shadahs follows 
every human in de world . I f  yo ' wanta do Chris tian tricks , like yo ' have yore 
friend or who yo ' wit , git all de sand he kin out dere an ' yo ' s tandin ' s till 
whils t he s crapin ' .  If yo ' move - he can ' t  s crape ' less yo ' s tand an ' keep de 
shadah dere . But dere two natural shadah . 

(What would you do with that sand from the shadows ? )  
Well , several di f f ' rent things . 
One o f  de important things wi t dat b ig shadah - de sand o f f  dat - is to make 

yo ' great b ig in busines s ,  great big things in bus iness .  When yo ' git a high
class trade yo ' take dat high-class sand , because yo ' goin ' sell sand fo ' two 
causes - well , yo ' have two prices . Sell de sand o f f  dat b ig shadah - why yo ' 
charge mo ' fo ' i t  in dem days den dey did fo ' dat leettle shadah . An '  de s and 
wus goo d ,  a s  yo ' s ay de firs t t ime . 

Suppose yore mars tah wus mean tub yo ' .  Yo '  take de sand o f  dat leettle shadah 
an ' make him small in business .  Yo '  take dat �hadah an ' make three wishes to
wards yore boss when yo ' ketch him near de [your ] plow - or de cook ' fore she go 
in de kit chen . Yo ' call de mis t ress name three t imes , every mawnin ' j es '  as yo ' 
git to de s teps , an ' de t ime she git dere , she drop s ome o f  dat b i g  shadah right 
onto her . An '  dat j es '  agonize her - everything wit de missus an ' she ' ll come 
lucky an ' - in de business an ' in de home - an '  de mis tress o f  de house will 
really begin tub treat her bettah an ' bettah .  

Ah ' ve s een people heah in S umter kept one j ob fo ' 28  tub 30 yeahs by usin ' dat 
smne s and . But de people dat use dat sand , now , mos t  all of ' em  are daid . Dey 
don ' t know it  now . 

One o f  de greates t ways in de worl ' to find out whether a fellah s tole from 
� or somet ime find out de actual person , i f  yo ' pos t ively are ' quainted wit de 
person . An '  even if yo ' re not , i f  a fellah s tole a wat ch or a finger ring or 
anything lak dat - any thing , whatevah he might s teal from yo ' .  
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Usually we have an idea an ' if  yo ' have an idea who ' s  taken it  - an ' yo ' kin 
write three names or fo ' or five o f  people who had a chance to take i t .  An ' when 
yo ' wri te dat , yo ' reads a chapter in de Bib le - open a Bib le , firs t way . Yo ' 
mus t shet chure eye an ' hol ' yore Bible , an ' yo ' read de first verse dat chure 
right-hand thumb be on when yo ' open dat Bible . Don ' open no particular place 
' tall an ' read dat verse .  

Den yo ' write three or fo ' o r  five names on a papah - Luther Brown , Charlie 
Johnson , Reginald James , an ' Bo Wes ton . Yo ' wri te dem three or fo ' mo ' names 
on a piece of paper . Go on tub bed dat night an ' lay down an ' go tub s leep , an ' 
during dat night yo ' posi tively goin ' tuh see de party who taken yore s tuff 
j es '  as natural as yo ' see dat man in dere natural clothes an ' s i ze .  

Den [when ] yo ' have dat dream , i f  yo ' can , yo ' mus t s tand up on yore feet , 
because i f  yo ' lay down , yo ' mo ' den apt tub fo ' git de dream . But if  yo ' s t and 
up on yore feet an ' make one turn an ' den g o b ack tub bed , yo ' will rememb er j es '  
as well as readin ' a true s tory . 

Den whatevah yo ' dream about dat woman , she can ' t he ' p  herself den . Dat ' s  
goin '  ketch her spirit an ' she comin ' b ack to yo ' - yo ' g rab her den . 

(And b ring b ack the articles she s tole ? ) 
Yes , when yo ' turn roun ' she ' s  it  - an ' when yo ' turn aroun ' an ' go b ack tuh 

bed , an ' dat verse yo ' read , wi ll bring her back to yo ' .  But i f  dey don ' b ring 
i t  b ack , yo ' really will see her or see him j es ' naturally face tuh face . 

Take nine matches an ' nine small pieces of  yore fingernai ls - regardles s tub 
how small an ' put ' em tuhgethah an ' put ' em b ack den into a match box an ' burn 
dem wi t sulphur an ' go an ' ask mos ' anybody fo ' a j ob an ' dey ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  
An ' aftah yo ' git de j ob ,  den yo ' t ake de same thing agin an ' burn dem an ' keep 
it - wear it into a ordinary pad [ a hand] in yore pocket , an ' yo ' an ' dat party 
whoevah yo ' work fo ' ,  man o r  woman , dey will like yo ' an ' yo ' continue to keep 
de j ob .  

De ole fellah whut called hisself a detective , he would secure a mockin ' b ird 
aig . I f  dey put a fellah in j ail dat day , de lawyer would git an ole root doctor 
an ' give de fellah de mockin ' bird aig - heave it in whiskey or anyway he could 
git it  in him .  An ' he ' d  make him tell every dog-gone thing he knows ' b out whut
evah he done . He really could do i t .  

Dey would take dat mockin ' b ird aig an ' would reso lve o r  condense i t  into some 
kind alcohol an '  keep it . An '  whenevah dey couldn ' t git  de aig , why dey ' d  kill 
de mockin ' b ird an ' fry him down to a crisp - real crisp , an ' put right sharp o f  
lard in him ,  an ' dey would s train dat mockin ' b i rd ' s  j ui ce in somepin an ' dat 
would do it , too . But it  wouldn ' t  do as well as de mockin ' b ird aig . But either 
one of ' em ,  de j uice of de mockin ' b ird or his aig , will make a person tell mos t  
any thing he  done - whether h e  wanta tell it  o r  no t .  

De red ants . Well , yo ' gi t  an ' dig up a red ants nes t  an ' take de whole of  
it .  Ah ' m glad yo ' asked me ' bout dat , _ too - dat ' s  de mos ' important thing ah 
wanted tub tell yo ' .  Yo ' dig up a red ants nes t - take de las t one o f  ' em  pro
vided yo ' kin an ' put all of ' em  in somepin an ' s i ft ' em an ' s i ft ' em till de 
sand come o f f  ' em ,  an ' fry ' em into a b ig ole pot  of greas e .  An '  de next thing , 
yo ' fry de dirt an ' all i f  yo ' can ' t  git  ' em out , an ' den s train de grease . An '  
dat will - yo ' take it den an ' dat will kill a man ' s  courage . 

I f  yo ' got a wi fe or a sweetheart dat goes about , he take dat red ant g reas e 
an ' put it into a bottle . In all dese things in de ole times dey ' d  git alcohol 
tuh preserve - keep ' em  from sourin ' . In dem days when ah firs t s tarted up in 
busines s , dey could git much of de good alcohol , but dey used tub have a ole 
wooden press dat dey make cider out of , an ' dey take de bes t o f  de cider an ' de 
best  of de wine an ' use it as alcohol . But now yo '  kin git de real alcohol 
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whiskey an ' be ab le to use it on hand dere . 
Yo ' take dem antses an ' fry ' em an ' put ' em into a g reat b ig ole j ar an ' yo ' 

s ell j es '  a leettle small quantity . 
An ' yo ' take j es '  two drops on yore finger an ' rub de woman private - won ' t  

hurt her - an ' when de othah goes dere , dey git b ig as dat b o ' d  dere , stiff , when 
he git  dere it ' ll doub le up . I t ' ll kill dere courage quicker den anything in de 
world . 

(No o ther man can do anything to her at all? ) 
No suh - but chew - tuh save dere life . Dat ' s  one of  de g reatest  things tuh 

kill courage of dat day - s ixty yeahs ago - dat evah b een tried . 
De snail - yes , he ' s  a wonderful thing , too . Now , yo ' use him tuh kill a 

mortgage . Well , i f  yo ' got a mortgage on yore place - s ixty- five yeahs ago , 
s ixty - dey take a snail an ' dey fry dat snail an ' whenevah de time - i f  yo ' evah 
go in co ' t  wit de thing - when dat fellah goes tuh co ' t  he take dat snail grease 
an ' g rease his hand , an ' de case will go s low an ' dey put it out - throw it  out 
every time . 

Well , den aftah de s econd time - de third time dey won ' t let ' em out . Den yo ' 
kin take dat snail g rease an ' go where de man lives who yo ' owes de mortgage to 
an ' go by his yard an ' kin throw s omepin right dere in his gate of dat snail 
g reas e , he may not nevah fo ' close on yo ' .  Dat whut dey used tuh do wit de ole 
time mortgage - wit de snail greas e . De s ame as dat thing [ snail ]  i s  - it s low ,  
crawlin ' - dat ' s  whut de ole time mortgage b e , s low 'bout fo ' closin ' . 

De ole time fellah , de way he used tuh g i t  ' em in a man - if  he ' d  wanta git a 
frog in a fellah . He ' d  go to a pond where des e  ole tadpoles is an ' he ' d  ketch a 
whole lotta dem ole tadpoles - oh , ' b out 25  or 30 of  ' em .  Dem ole time people . 
An '  he would take dem things an ' wash ' em off  - wash ' em o f f  an ' he would fry 
' em ,  and he would put ' em in de alcoho l . An ' he  would g ive him dat thing as  his 
friend in whiskey , but he would be  sure not tuh drink none hissel f . An '  whenevah 
yo ' drink dat thing , dey would create in yo ' agin . But ah nevah did have very 
much confidence in ' em . But dat ' s  de way whut dey claim . But why ah didn ' t  
b elieve in dat , b e cause I didn ' t  do nobody wit it . But dey used tuh use it in 
dat form in some ways . 

Whenevah yo ' git into a home dat have fireplaces - sometimes yo ' livin ' in a 
room an ' dey wanta make yo ' move out o f  i t .  Yo ' go  dere an ' yo ' s cratch all in 
dere wit a dry s ti ck one day , an ' yo ' thresh in dere de next day wit a green 
s ti ck - in back of  dat [ fire ] place . Den de third day yo ' take up dat sut [ soot ] . 
De ole people used to do dat , take dat smut an ' j es '  add a teaspoonful o f  cookin ' 
salt to , say ,  a b ig spoonful of  smut out de back of  dat chimley , b ut try tuh git 
a b ig spoonful out o f  dere . An ' dey used tuh claim dat dey couldn ' t  make yo ' 
move . Well , ah knows in dem days dey did make yo ' move . But - every time dat 
dey ' d  go out dey ' d  hide dat b ottle somewhere in de room , an ' long as dat sut 
would s tay dere , dey ' d  nevah make yo ' move . But it  mus t be threshed by a green 
s ti ck an ' a dry s ti ck .  

Well , sometime yo ' s ee people hangin ' roun ' dere tryin ' tuh throw somepin on 
de b lack cow . Dey would take a man ' s  track j es '  lak ah tell yo ' j es '  now - dey 
take a man ' s  track an ' skin it from de heel toward de toe - ketch de back o f  de 
heel comin ' towards de toe . An '  git dat fellah ' s  track in dere - woman or  man 
an• den dey ' d  draw his pic ture on a piece of  papah an ' put it  into a piece o f  
papah and wrap i t  very ni cely , an ' whenevah d e  train pass - train o r  a freight 
come by dere , if  dey could git dat thing on dat wit yore name on it , den yo ' d  b e  
done . 

But now when dey go back home dey would take some mo ' of  dat track when dey 
goin ' to bed an ' burn it an ' dey ' d  curse yo ' in dere heart , or every way by word 
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dey ' d  curs e yo ' an ' burn dat papah befo ' dey go tub sleep . 
An ' ah have known people to abs olutely leave home . 
Wherevah a woman wanted tub b reed - some men wants children an ' can ' t  have 

none - whenevah a woman wants tub b reed of dat day an '  she couldn ' t  b reed , she ' d  
take a turtle an '  give him a real pot  roas t - fry him down good wit plenty gravy . 
Take dat g ravy out dere an ' - co ' s e it ' s  a little filthy but can ' t  he ' p  dat . Dey 
would take a s cissors an ' cut some hai r  from roun ' yo re p rivate an ' put in dat -
de man ' s  private , if he wanted i t-like ; i f  no t , she wanted it , an ' didn ' t  want 
her husban ' know nuthin ' bout it , she - she take some hai r  off a woman ' s  private 
an ' boil it into a separate j ar ,  an ' take dat turtle gravy an ' yo ' drink it . 
Take a teaspoonful , ah s ay ,  j es ' befo ' yo ' have yo re monthly period , an ' it  will 
really s tart a woman b reeding . It pure oil - j es '  lak cod livah oil fo ' tuber
culos is . I t  fo ' some reas on unlo cks de womb . Dey us ed tub say whut dey us e de 
turtle aigs fo ' - dey lay mo ' aigs den any othah ordinary thing in de wo rld , 
higher b reedin ' . An ' fo ' some reas on dat turtle greas e goes to the mouth of de 
womb an ' unlat ches it right . 

I t  made down in dere somepin lak a tobacco b ag - it  closed an '  when dat turtle 
grease goes dere , fo ' some reas on , like any othah oil , it  caus e de mouth of i t  
tub b e  open . 

Some time a woman rlon ' t  have dat , but dat turtle g rease goes dere an' opens 
it . An '  den a man goes an '  dis charge , why i f  it goes on de outs ide it caus es 
tumors an ' cys teses growin ' in de s tomach , be caus e that discharge ins tead of 
goin '  into dat womb , goes roun ' dere an ' goes in de body an ' caus e di ff ' rent 
diseases in de body , becaus e it ' s  got nowhere tub git out , if it  don ' go into de 
diges t ion . 

But dat turtle oil makes dat womb open so when dat woman - dey peculiar [no t ]  
lak a man - every certain time , even if  she didn ' t  b reed , dey us e dat into de 
diges tion . 

(You said that womb heaves . Where does it heave? ) 
Every time befo ' her monthly period ,  i t  heaves itself into de diges tive organ 

an '  be f resh fo ' dat de next time . Dat ' s  why a woman is so  guick to gi t ke tched 
right after her pe riod - quicker to ket ch it  den , den any othah time , becaus e her 
womb is clean an '  f resh . I f  it wusn ' t  fo ' dat , her womb would be come inflam
mated . 

(What did those old time women do to keep f rom ge tting pregnant? ) 
Well , in de ole time whut dey us ed from gittin ' pregnant wus - one of de ways , 

an ' dey won ' t  nevah have no mo ' - yo ' d  swallow nine No . 9 shots ; no t one of ' em ,  
swallow all of ' em  at one time . As ah s ay ,  de mouth o f  a woman ' s  womb , under
s tand , is like a little five- cent tobacco bag an ' dos e nine shots would go an ' 
drop right in dat womb , an '  dat makes de bottom of de womb tigh t , an ' close 
de mouth of de womb . 

(How would she swallow them - through her mouth? ) 
Yessuh . 
(And those sho ts supposed to go into her womb ? )  
Go into de womb an '  i t  bore de womb down an ' tightens de top of  de womb . 
[ This s ounds like a glas s j ar wi th a s crew-top ; not a tobacco s a ck wi th a 

draw-s tring ! ]  
But de mos '• healthiest way fo ' a woman to keep f rom havin ' a baby is tub 

swallow a [ handful of s ome thing ] leaves j es ' ab out three or fo ' days befo ' she 
lookin ' fo ' her monthly periods . Jes ' rolled it up an ' swallow it - or any way 
yo ' kin swallow it . 

[ The p re ceding leaves could b e  almos t anything , be caus e almos t  everything has 
been tried . Some of these remedies I have lis ted in FACI , ls t · ed . , pp . 248-250 . 
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The se cond edition (pp . 219-2 20) , confining itself to magic or  symbolic rites or 
sub s tances , omits a large collection of these home simp les . ] 

In huntin ' money , if  yo ' don ' have somepin lak yo ' says , yo ' takes - yo ' carry 
fo ' men tub go , but if  yo ' not got somepin tub prote ct chew , really , dey ' ll run 
�-

But de bes t way tub do , if goin ' tub hunt money , is to get 25 cents changed 
to coppers , an ' yo ' ain ' t supposed to talk when yo ' diggin ' . An ' every time yo ' 
dig around two foot , yo ' should call some right eous wo rd an ' throw a penny in dat 
hole , while yo ' digg in ' .  An ' yo ' ll git i t  quicker den den any othah time . But 
yo ' mus t pay it as yo ' come up [ nearer to the treas ure ] - fo ' some cause , ah do 
not know why . But dat money will certainly go deeper an ' deeper in de ground if  
yo ' don ' pay dem . Yo ' might beat it but it ' ll  take yo ' three times as long if 
yo ' don ' us e de coppers . But every two or  three feet yo ' throw a penny in de 
hole . 

(Well , if  you call up this [ r-ighteous ] word , it will make the money disappear . 
You are speaking there , aren ' t you ? )  

[ I  sugges t that the r-ighteous woPd b reaks the rule of  s ilence , though I know 
Bib le reading is permis sible - see that remarkab le s tory , 42 4 ,  p . 12 7 . ] 

In yore heart - make dat vow before yo ' go de re ; an ' one othah fellah mus t go 
dere , mus t call dat right in his heart before yo ' go dere . 

[My ques tion makes him change his s tory from aa ZZ  some r-ighteous woPd to say
ing the righteous word in yore heart.  He does this merely to allay the doub ts or  
fears o f  a non-spe cialist like me . An expert like my informant can do anything 
he des ires . The p receding penny rite is different from anything in SPIRITS GUARD 
BURIED TREASURE , pp . lll-135 . )  

Now , ah ' ll guarantee dis - ah don ' care how b ad a pers on has go t  de piles , yo ' 
kin go to whut we call in dis country or mo s t  anywhere in de South , a dog fennel , 
an ' dig up a dog fennel bush . Git a ordinary handful o f  dog fennel , about dat 
much [ demons trates ] ,  an ' one plug of any kind of good s t rong chewin ' tobacco an ' 
split it up , an ' cook it [ fennel and tobacco ] real good , an ' boil it into two 
quarts o f  water , an ' bathe yore rectum fo ' de piles wit dat . I t ' ll beat ev ' ry 
do ctor in de State of  South Ca ' lina . I t ' ll really cure ' em without bein ' cut . · 

Yo ' take women , white or  black , dat has faintin ' spells - some times fits . Yo ' 
kin git chew not les s den two pounds of  nails , but try tub git cut nails - if  
you have tub buy ' em [ Cylinder is changed , s ays 3 do ts ; also my following 
comment : ]  

(You were telling about the nails for the fits . )  
Fo ' de fits or  faintin ' spells yo ' git  chew ab out two pounds of nails an ' 

around haifa pint of any kind of vinegar , an ' add mo ' watah den would make about 
fo ' quarts . Set it on de s tove an ' boil it . But dose nails mus t be sprinkled 
about three or fo ' diff ' rent times wit s alt an ' watah till dey really come good 
an ' rus ty . An '  after dey be come good an ' rus ty , den s t rain de watah good an ' 
put it into a ordinary bot tle , an ' yo ' kin give a patient a big spoonful ev ' ry 
night befo ' goin ' tub bed only . An ' it ' ll guarantee tub drop de fits on anybody 
except dere really too old to stop ' em .  Ah have cured ' em  dat way .  

I f  a ghos t  bother yo ' ,  yo ' kin take - if  he comes in de front o r  in de back . 
I f .necess ary , use it in two cas es - us e it on be back po ' ch or  in de front room , 
wherevah yo ' want it . Remembah ah tole yo ' about de guinea feathah - dat de way 
to git  de ghos t .  An '  in a sho rt while , i f  yo ' live in de house , why yo ' kin see 
de ghost  in dere . 

De re ' s  somepin dat ' s  made - God made dat in de woods ; a heart shape , j es '  in 
de shape of  a heart . Dey are plentyful roun ' up home . An ' yo ' git  dem an '  den 
put a few o f  ' em down lak yo ' makin ' a p reserve , an ' put a-plenty g rease in it , 
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an ' aftah yo ' take dose out , why yo ' kin try one quart , an '  after den yo ' kin 
make a million quarts . But tuh try a small quantity fo ' a shure cure , git about 
25 or 30 heart leaves an ' s tew ' em  down till dey become pulpy lak dese fine hard 
onions . An ' add about a halfa pint o f  alcoho l to a quart and a half of dat 
heartleaf j uice , an ' yo ' gives a person a teaspoonful three times a day , where 
dey have a heart disease so  bad until dey has de as thma from i t .  A man right 
down de s tree t yonder , ah give a bottle of  i t , s o ld i t  to him - he gone back to 
wo rk - fo ' three dollars . Dat ' s  one o f  de fines t things in de wo rld for heart 
disease . 

[ The preceding plant heartleaf is any o f  several species o f  Asarum . I have 
dis cus sed this plant elsewhere . ]  

An '  ano thah fine thing , Do c ,  fo ' heart , is dese big ole sunflower seeds . Yo ' 
boil dem an ' add alcohol to-.em .  Dat ' s  wonderful fo ' de heart . De ole-time 
people cured ' em . 

[ Af ter this man lef t  the room , I comment to Telediphone . ]  
(This man for years traveled around the country as a magician , and he carried 

with him ano ther co lored man who was a Poot doctoP who ' s  down here at Beaufort . )  
(End of  1357 . )  

INFORMANT 1532 

YO ' USES COMMON SENSE WITH MOST ANYTHING 
THAT YO ' UNDERTAKE TO DO 

AH MOS 'LY DO 'S THAT WITH A POWER 
A SUPER POWER 

CO 'SE AH DON 'T KNOW 
WHERE DE OTHAH FELLAH GIT HIS 'N 
BUT AH GITS MINE FROM DE BIBLE 

AH WANTA TELL YO ' ANOTHAH THING, TOO 
AN ' AH HOPE AH 'M NOT SAY IN ' TOO MUCH 

AETAH YO ' HA VE SEALED YORE PAPAHS 
AETAH YO ' HA VE GOTTEN EVERYTHING 

THEN THERE IS A POWER 
A SUPERNATURAL POWER THAT IS BEYOND ALL POWER 

YO ' DO 'S WHUT AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' TUH DO 
A LITTLE BIT 

AN ' YO 'LL FIND OUT YO 'LL BE BLEST 
IN WHATEVAH YO ' UNDERTAKE TUH DO 

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[ Informant 1532 s ays , "Ah wus troubled an '  worried ovah life . "  What she 
means , her allegory of the three rooms will illus trate . Eventually , realiz ing 
that she coulc! "go no further than God have given power tuh go , "  a new choice is 
made in the forks-o f- the-road parable . She then reenforces her les son to me by 
telling "de swee tes t s tory mos t  evah ah heard . " ]  

[ "Memphis , Tenn . , Mon . , Oct . 30 , 1939 - 1532 - woman 50 - pro fess ional - fair 
to good [ [later I raised her rating ] ]  - [ [b rought by ] ] new man & Chicken " -
NunibePs Book 1516 -1557 . The new man is unremembered but Chicken is a small- time 
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hand-maker or root doctor . Ready Money , another pro fessional worker , who always 
had a little " ready money " on hand , firs t appears two numbers later , 15 34 . For 
these nicknames given to doctors , see pp . 29 3-294  and Doctor in Index . The 
material i s  on cylinders 061 : 3-06 7 : 3  = 2 744-2 750 . ]  

I f  yo ' have a neighbor dat lived near yo ' an '  is disagreeable , o r  yo ' an ' dem 
can ' t  agree on things an ' yo ' intend tuh g i t  his place , be tween ' leven an ' twelve 
a ' clock at night , yo ' take a aig an ' hard as yo ' could , cas t i t  agains t de wall , 
on dat do ' ,  on dat fence yo ' know , an ' s ay ,  "Be gone from heah , yo ' dirty brute . "  
Cas t i t  hard . An '  when yo ' done cas t dat aig an ' i t  splatters an ' breaks , i t  
des t roys h i s  mind fo ' s tayin ' dere . I t  des troys his mind fo ' even bein ' in dat 
community any mo ' .  It puts ' em tuh ramblin ' ,  it  puts ' em tuh goin ' . An '  then 
he becomes dissatis fied with where he ' s  at an ' he will sho rtly in three days 
remove from dat place . 

(You use any kind o f  chi cken egg ? )  
Jes ' a fresh aig . 
Yo ' git  dat dirt from undah yore fee t . Dey have a certain way o f  ket chin ' dat 

dirt , yo ' j es '  cain ' t ket ch it anyway - yo ' ket ch dat dirt comin ' from his toes . 
Now , lis ten . I f  he ' s  leavin ' de house an '  yo ' want him tuh re turn , yo ' ket ch dat 
dir t from his toes back to the heel , pull it b ack .  Then yo ' take dat dirt an ' 
p reserve i t  [ in ]  some kind o f  little can an '  place sugah - yo ' know sugah is the 
tamer of de world . The wildes t beas t , the wo rs t beas t , it will tame any o f  dem , 
de sugah will . Add a little sugah in tha t  an ' a little salt , an ' place i t  in a 
can somewhere an ' conceal it  in a corner where i t  will be kept quietly , an '  as 
long as yo ' hold dat dere dirt from his feet , yo ' got him fo ' life . Jes ' git de 
dirt from de ins tep , see . 

Yo ' know yo ' take an '  animal , or a dog ' s  t rack , 
dat animal ' s  fee t , it  carries a power doesn ' t  i t 
him tuh smell on it . Well , dat power will control 

There ' s  two things that controls an individual , 
t rack .  

foot i s  all right? ) 

from his feet , that musk undah 
i f  i t  didn ' t  yo ' couldn ' t  git  
dat  individual and hold him .  
two things , h i s  name an ' his 

(That will hold him . Either 
It don ' t make no diff ' rence , 
(What will the sulphur do ? )  

j es ' git  de dirt from de hollow . 
[ I  thought she had s aid sulphur , so did my 

t rans criber . ] 
Now , lis ten , ah don ' t  use sulphur . Ah use sugah an '  salt - sugah is de 

tamin ' , salt is fo ' s avin ' everything . No meat in de wo rld kin be s aved less en 
dey use s alt . Salt will s ave i t . An ' sugah will swee ten de mind o f  anybody . 

(You put sugar and salt in this foot t rack? ) 
An ' dat dus t . \ 
De hair from yore haid , quite natural i t ' s  from the s eat o f  yore b rains . The 

haid is the control an '  de governor o f  all o f  de body . 
Well yes , dey take dat hai r , yo ' see . Now lis ten , wh en yo ' take dat hair an '  

conceal it , de air will keep de hair pliant an '  keep yore knowledge all in de 
right attitude , but de moment they gi ts dat hair an ' fas ten i t , fas ten i t  up in 
a �ox or in a tree - bo ' a hole in a t ree an '  take dat hair an ' put i t  in dere 
an '  peg i t , an '  dat hair is from de skull o f  yore haid . Dis hair is power , an ' 
then i t  has a s incere feelin ' , that hair does , an ' when yo ' stop up dat hair , it  
gives yo ' a kind o f  a enemy in de mind , in de b rains , an ' yo ' cain ' t be yo ' self , 
yo ' cain 1 t think well , yo ' cain ' t  do well . An ' den , a ftah de business ,  yo ' have 
no mo ' controllin ' power about churesel f , where yo ' go an ' where yo ' come . 

Now , ah don ' t  know whe ther this be s o  or not , ah don ' t .  Well , ah learned 
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�his - yo ' uses common sense wi th mos t anything that yo ' undertake tuh do . 
Now , yo ' take a pitchure lak dat , it  doesn ' t  do as well as a tintype . Yo ' 

take a tintype pitchure an ' s cratch from it  de eyes , lay it prostrate on de face , 
an '  as dat pitchure molts an ' fade away , yo ' begin tuh lose flesh and power , 
yo ' ll come tuh be - yo ' don ' t  be yo ' self an ' yo ' completely go down tuh ro t ,  yo ' 
will decay wit dat pitchure . An '  dat ' s  one [ reason ]  why we don ' t  find so many 
tintype pitchures today .  

Ah wus troubled an ' worried ovah li fe . Dat fo ' fo ' ks o f  de road means where 
mens wi ll perceive where he wus goin ' . I t ' s  a fact dere ' s  turn in de road , isn ' t  
dere - dere ' s  a real turn . Yo ' kin go dis way an ' yo ' kin go dat way . Well now , 
de fo ' ks o f  de road means de turn of  life . 

Yo ' go out to the fo ' fo ' ks of  de road an ' there , there ' s  where yo ' kin git 
the real spirit - �' lis ten to me - of Jesus or de devil . If yo ' are a man 
that ' s  pullin ' an ' s trivin ' fo ' the right , the Holy Spirit will give you whut 
end of de road tuh take . Then , i f  yo ' wanta come tuh be a evi ldoer o f  evi l 
things an ' learn how tuh put evil things ovah , yo ' kin learn i t  right there in 
de corner of tha t road . Satan will mee t  chew right dere wi t great power an ' 
great s treng th , an ' take an ' tell yo ' j es '  whut route tuh take an ' j es '  whut 
tuh do fo ' that individual . 

Now , heah whut chew do . I f  yo '  wanta git a real mes sage from Satan in de fo ' 
corners of  de road , dere ' s  a certain bath whut yo ' should use . Yo ' take a tea
spoonful of red pepp ah - lis ten good - a teaspoonfulla blues tone , a teaspoon of 
soda an ' a teaspoon of alum . An ' then yo ' have a teaspoon of very common table 
salt . Put those _s even [ five ] ingredients into ahambeP lye [ s ixth ingredient]  -
one quart - put those seven ingredients into one quart [of  water , seventh 
ing redient ] .  Then yo ' po ' all of that into yore bath . Then yo ' begin tuh bath 
yo ' sel f .  Now , i f  yo ' want Jesus tuh cleanse yore soul from all uncleanness , say ,  
"Ah ' ll dry this o f  de Jordan Rivah . "  Well , de rich man [Naaman] wus s i ck an ' he 
wanted be healed , but God an ' man [Elisha ] tole him tuh go down to de Jordan 
s tream .  An '  why he didn ' t  wanta go into that s tream? Be cause it  wus a lit tle 
s tream , see , an ' he wus a rich man an ' didn ' t care tuh git in that filth , under
s tand . An ' that ' s  why he wus fo ' s aken . But yet an ' s till de man told him , say , 
' 'Mas ter , why don ' t  thou do whut the Savior God told yo ' ? " So , later he decided 
tuh go down tuh Jordan an ' dips him dere , didn ' t  he ? An '  he wus cleansed of that 
leprosy , wusn ' t  he ? Well , He has give us power tuh make up that Jordan Stre am . 
[ This woman neve r suspe cted she was preaching to a clergyman ! ] Now , regardless 
to yore bad luck or regardles s of whatevah comin ' agin yo ' ,  or whatevah comin ' 
agin ' yo ' ,  or whatevah yo ' gotta [ do ] , i f  yo ' will only give yo ' self up an '  app ly 
that bath to yo ' ,  an ' turn yore face to de eas t an ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer three 
times , an ' then when yo ' are through wi t that , go to de fo ' ks of de road , say ,  
"Now , Lord , show me j es ' whut end o f  de road tuh take . "  An '  de one that yore 
mind follows , that ' s  the one yo ' ll be success ful in . That ' s  de way that ah got 
this spiritual gift that ah ' ve got . 

(What do you do wi th this bath water after you take i t  out there ? )  
Aftah yo ' through wi th it , yo ' kin j es '  cas t i t  out , j es '  cas t out . � (You don ' t  throw it  any parti cular way out there at the forks o f  the road? ) 
No , yo ' j es '  throw it  any way , j es '  cas t it out . 
(Then you gb out to the fo rks o f  the road ? ) 
Then you go out to the fo rks o f  de road an ' come quiet wi th de whole mind an ' 

sit there fo ' 'bout ten or fifteen minutes . An '  then whatevah yo '  wanta do , 
right or wrong , that spirit will meet chew there . 

(Do you take this bath at any parti cular time ? )  
Yo ' takes i t  a t  any time when yo ' feel like yo ' wanta come in posses s ion o f  a 
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real power . 
(Any time of  the day ? ) 
No , at  night . Yo ' don ' t  g it anything mos t  in de day .  Every division dat chew 

git is at night . Every power from Satan or from God is at  night . Jesus did all 
his work j es '  early in de mawnin ' , all of  his work - raisin ' , everything ' fore 
day . 

Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' whut ah know - yo ' wanta know whut ah know . There ' s  anothah 
bath dat ah baths . Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' tuh take five bathses in dis . Now , dis 
bath dat ah fix - now , mah bes t  ' gredient of dis bath is sody [ soda] . Well , in 
this sody ah adds two tablespoons fulla sugah , two of salt an '  two of mus tard , 
an ' dat ' s  all . Den yo ' p lace dis in a small quantity o f  watah , ' bout fo ' cups 
of  watah , let it  be real warm , an ' den yo ' take dat an ' sponge yo ' whole entire 
body . 

(In all this b athing , according to your motions , you always bathe down? ) 
Down , down - lak yo ' say . I f  yo ' bath yo ' s elf  down , dat sugah will sweeten 

yo ' body .--n; salt is a saving ingredient , isn ' t it?  Dat mustard is a sweatin ' 
possession an ' dat sody it  opens de po ' es [pores ] an ' dries dat s tuff out , an ' 
regardless to  whatevah may be  done , whatevah , yo ' ll sho ' be able to come free . 

(You take this bath i f  anybody has put a spell on you and this bath draws it  
out ? )  

I t really will , yeah , i t  really will . An ' den hit ' ll drive enemies an ' i t ' ll 
make peace in de time of  confusion . Den it  will help yo ' tuh be  success ful , tuh 
go fo ' th into de world an ' accomplish whut chew try tuh ' complish . Yo ' ll find 
dere ' s  nuthin undah de sun no great er den those fo ' little common things . 

Ah ' ve heard yo ' kin take de left-foot shoe of  a man or either a woman , an ' 
some s ays dat - now , i f  yo ' want dat individual tuh git harm , not - yo ' kin 
hardly take a shoe an ' tie a man. Some people says - ah heard s ome people s ay 
yo ' take a shoe an ' yo ' nail it  to their house or  somethin ' lak dat . Well , yo ' 
ain ' t  goin ' have very much success with dat , but dey kin take yore shoe an ' PUn 
yo , .  

Dey nail it on a boxcar , nail dat left-foot shoe o f  yores on a boxcar dat ' s  
goin ' away , an '  as _dat car will ki ck out , yo ' will , too . Now , long as hit s t��d
in ' in a track somewhere , den yo ' kin be quiet ; but the moment when dey shvots 
dat car out from there , yo ' will shoot right on out with it . An ' den yo ' will 
nevah be no mo ' a settled man in life , ' cause dat absolutely will ruin yo ' .  I t 
will keep yo ' always on de go an ' underfed . 

Yo ' take a woman ' s  stockin ' or man , either one , yo ' know , an '  git the measure 
of the feet - see , j es '  dat foot . Yo ' take dat foot an '  lie it down lak dis an ' 
yo ' cut de end of  de toe o f  dat stockin ' off . Den yo ' g i t  yo ' whut chew call 
graveyard dirt an ' p lace it  in dat little piece whut chew cut off an ' place dat 
graveyard dus t in dat . Den yo ' p lace yo ' in dat graveyard dirt whut chew [ call] 
b lack magi c powder - it ' s  a dus t . I t ' s  a dus t but it ' s  called b lack magi c 
powder. An ' dat pie ce yo ' fold ovah , dat represents a shroud , yo ' see . Yo ' 
know , when we are folded into a casket [ coffin ] an ' turns a piece ovah on de 
face , don ' t  chew? Well , den , dat ' s  whut chure doin ' . [Demonstrat� . ]  Turn 
ovah dat toe piece dat chew cut off lak dat , fold it  back ovah dat, an ' den bring 
this up lak dat an ' den fold it in j es '  lak dat . Den yo ' go an ' dig a little 
ho•e undah yore s teps an ' turn it ovah on its face , an ' j es '  really pack it down 
j es '  lak a grave wit a headbo ' d  an ' footbo ' d ,  an '  dat individual - i f  somebody 
don ' t  find dat , de b lood of  dem will dry up . I f  it ' s  a woman she ' ll quit minis
tratin ' , an ' when a woman quit ministratin ' she ' s  gone . She ' ll become weak an ' 
she ' ll b egin tuh have fever an ' de first thing yo ' heah people s ay ,  "Well , she ' s  
got T . B . " An ' den dat ' s  de day - dat ' s  why den yo ' see ' em  rush dem to  de 
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hospital an '  they ' ll go into her an ' they ' ll cut an '  they ' ll examine her but 
s till yore was tin ' away . 

( To make love - do you know how it ' s  done ? )  
Yo ' takes a man ' s , either de seat or eithah a certain piece o r  place in de 

garment , yo ' know , where she ' d  use .  Yo ' doesn ' t  really cut it  out smoo th , yo ' 
j es ' gather it  up like this an '  yo ' cut some there lak dat , wherevah yo ' kin see 
a sign . See . 

(A s ign of what ? )  
Well , yo ' know , qui te natural a woman , yo ' know , when she ' ll urinate , yo ' 

know , she us es some time her underwear . An '  yo ' take a man , yo ' know , when he 
urinates certain times , it may be a drop of water or two will fall on his under
clo thes . See . Well , yo ' go an ' git dat . See de idea - dat ' s  whut chew go an ' 
gi t .  

Now , yo ' git  dat an '  make yo ' a kind of  a lit tle b ag an ' yo ' place on dat a 
lit tle sugah on dat cloth an ' yo ' put a lit tle lodes tone , an ' make whut chew 
call , yo ' know , whut chew call a lit tle hoodOo bag. Then yo ' pers on ' ly to te it 
on yore pers onal body . An '  as long as yo ' tote dat on yore pers on ' ly body , yo ' 
will have de control of  dat individual ' cause yo ' see yo ' got de inward part of 
' em ;  an ' yo ' got de man part of ' em or de woman part of  ' em ,  then yo ' got de 
whole man [ or woman ] on yo ' [ see marg in-title PART OF SPIRIT EQUALS WHOLE OF 
SP IRIT , p . 21 ] . 

(Do you wear that any par ticular place ? )  
Yo ' wear it  nex ' t o  yo ' on yore person , on de le ft  s ide nex ' to yore hear t .  

Well , dat lit tle bow out of  a man ' s  hat - well , yo ' take dat little bow an ' yo ' 
saturate dat lit tle bow wi t yore you-reen [ urine] . Then aftah yo ' saturate i t  
with yore you-reen , then yo ' place it  in yore le ft-foot shoe an ' we ar it there ; 
an '  dat is , if  yo ' kin gi t a man undah yore feet , yo ' ve got him . If yo ' kin evah 
draw him down an ' put him undah yore feet , then yo ' kin use dat man . 

(You take that lit tle bow and saturate it wi th what ? )  
[My trans criber also ques tions this word with three ques tion marks . It is 

de finitely urine pronounced you-reen - no t too rare . ] 
Yo ' take dat little bow an ' yo ' know how a lady kin sa turate a bow .  Ah kin 

take this glove an ' saturate it in mah mouth wi th de spit , saturate it can ' t  I ?  
Well , then there ' s  anothah place ah kin s aturate i t  too . See . 

(Down be low? ) 
Yes . 
Call dat stoppin ' up a person , bo ' in '  a hole in a tree . Yo ' take dat dere 

litter an ' put it into dat tree an ' then peg it , an ' as yo ' peg dat tree dat 
pegs the bowe ls - either minis tratin ' ,  anything , when yo ' peg it why yo ' j es ' 
then cut o f f  all their ac tion in de nature of  dose persons . 

Now , ah mos ' ly do ' s  that with a power , a super power - co ' se ah don ' t  know 
where de othah fellah git his ' n , but ah gits mine from de Bible where it is 
verses in de Books of Ps alms tuh control any thing or tuh do any thing yo ' desire , 
an ' that would be , if  ah wanta some thin ' lak that done , would be �he 5 th chap ter 
of Ps alms , "O God ,  would thou grant power ; would thou grant grace an ' favor in 
the eye of the • • •  unto David • • •  " an ' lak that it reads , an ' yo ' ll find favor wi th 
that man . Yo ' do dat befo ' s unup . An '  then that holy angel will mee t chew wi th 
that grace an ' that power an '  ' low [ allow] yo ' tub have yore s ay with that man . 

(To ge t the j ob ? )  
Yes suh . 
_I�f_.y�o-'�k�i�n_ma��n�a�g_e�tuh�-g�i�t�

th_e_r
7

e __ 
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, yo ' take a fresh hen 
aig - some say a black hen , but i t  don ' t  make no diff ' rence whut kinda aig , j es ' 
since a aig - an ' fold it into the han ' s  o f  that man . Yo ' fold that aig into the 
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han ' s  o f  that man , [ fold each hand ab out an egg ] , an ' yo ' ' noint him heah 
[ demons trates ] .  

( In the hollow o f  his throat . )  

1119 

Wit turpentine , an ' yo ' mark there wit turpentine . Fi ll it  up wit turpentine . 
Well , turpentine is a spirit , isn ' t  it?  I t ' s  a spirit . [ It ' s  a spi rit  because 
of  "spirits of  turpentine . " ]  Yo ' place that spirit o f  turpentine on him there , 
an ' lay those aigs in his han ' s  an ' h is [ spirit ] will g o  on the man who ' s  tryin ' 
tub git away , an ' he ' ll wander right around in the neighb orhood of that same man 
until he ' s  overtaken . He cain ' t  git away tub save his life . That ' s  been really 
done . 

The spirit tells me , "He that do ' s  a crime should be j udge" - any crime . Yo ' 
gits de twelve dis ciples names pers on ' ly on a piece of  papah . An '  aftah yo ' have 
taken those twelve disciples names , place it  in yore person - on yore person . 
An '  then yo ' got the " twelve trib es of  heavenly co ' t . "  Then yo ' take twelve 
leaves o f  s age an ' write those twelve apostles ' names an ' place ' em undah each 
one o f  yore feet , an ' then yo ' call Gab riel an ' Mi chael - call those two high 
angels , Gab riel an ' Mi chael , an ' tell him tub take possession of  that j udge ' s  
mind , an ' let him go no further than God have give power tuh go an ' that is 
j us tice , an '  yo '  really will git i t , ' cause yo ' has put him into the co ' ts of  
heaven an ' every man is controlled by God . Nobody kin git ovah Him . An '  God 
will meet chew there in that . Now , he may go tuh the pen or he may be released , 
but still yo ' gittin '  j us t ice . There yo ' are , yo ' j es '  git j us t ice . 

Well , yo ' has tuh do this early in de mawnin ' - wash yore face . Git up an ' 
wash yore face with clear watah - as Chris t  used , clear watah . An ' aftah yo ' 
wash yore face , then yo ' take a rag an ' wash yore man power . Take the first 
wat ah that comes from yo ' in de mawnin ' an ' put it in dat bath watah whut chew 
wash yore face in . Then yo ' add a teaspoonfuls sugah an ' a teaspoon of salt , an ' 
throw it sunrise an ' say ,  "Ah wish tub be success ful in whatevah ah undertake tub 
do tuhday . An '  whatevah yo ' undergoin ' tub do , yo ' ll find grace an ' peace an '  
happiness that day in every pers on . 

(That is if  you want to b ring in cus tomers ? )  
Yeah . 
There ' s  de fo ' Ps alms that ah puts on that , the fo ' Psalms , tub drive enemies , 

change minds an ' turn people from de disposition o f  evil whut they have towards 
yo ' an ' make dem yore friends . Yo ' repeat that fo ' Ps alms befo ' sunup three 
times in succes sion .  An '  then yo ' got de Father , Son an ' de Holy Ghos t , an ' 
den dere cain ' t nob ody b o ther yo ' • 

( I f  you have a business and the law is b o thering you or something of that 
sort ? )  

Yeah . 
Jes ' i f  yo ' had a man with a disease or a complaint , or somethin ' wus ai lin ' 

him an ' yo ' couldn ' t  dia ' nose it  an ' de doctah couldn ' t  dia ' nose , but still de 
man is was tin ' away daily an ' he can ' t  git  well , an ' de doctors is all pronounced 
him incurab le ,  den de thing tub cure dat man would b e  a wonde£-{ wouldn ' t i t ?  Yo ' 
know whut will cure him . Yo ' place on that man de 90th an ' de 9lst  Psalms . Git 
ovah that man ' s  haid an '  hold that Bib le carefully an ' repeat de 90th Ps alm ovah 
him� an ' aftah yo ' repeat the 90th Psalms , then yo ' repeat the 9lst  Ps alms ovah 
him , an ' then yo ' do that an ' i t  reads kinda lak dis , "As ah dwell in de parish 
[Parish ! Was she b orn in Louisiana? ] an ' undah de arms in a shelter of  de 
Almighty , hide thou me Lord . "  An ' if yo ' do that , read that ovah , man , ah don ' t  
care i f  he ' s  got de T . B .  or lung troub le or whatevah he may have , yO'Il find dat 
man gittin ' healed o f  that complaint . 

Well , when yo ' have read that ovah him , then yo ' take a clear glass of watah 
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an ' place i t  in yore han ' , an ' s ay ,  "Lord , the firs t mi racle that yo ' did , yo ' 
ruled upon the watahs , an ' He s aid Let thePe be light an '  the� wus light . The 
se cond mi racle Yo ' wo rked o f  watah wus at the marriage feas t , wusn ' t  it , whe re 
Yo ' changed watah tuh wine . The next , Jesus , Yo ' met Peter upon the watah , when 
Yo ' see him in de spirit . "  Those� three isn ' t i t . Well , those three makes a 
powe r .  An '  then when yo ' have that then yo ' say ,  now , "The Lord i s  mah shepherd 
an ' ah shall no t want . He make th me tuh lie down in g reen pas tures , an ' he 
leadeth me bes ide de s till watahs . He res tore th my soul fo ' his name s ake . Yes , 
though ah walk through the valley o f  the shadows of  death , ah feareth [ no]  evil , 
but thou art with me with thy rod an ' thy s taff , they comforts me . An '  thou 
prepareth me a tab le an ' the - an ' thou anoints my haid wi th oil - an ' surely 
goodness  an ' mercy shall follow me all de days of mah life an ' ah ' ll dwell in de 
hous e of de Lord fo ' evah an ' evah . Amen . " An ' that man in three days yo ' won ' t  
know him . That ' s  the power of  the Lord , Almighty God , p i ckin ' up men . Dat ' s  de 
las t re cours e fo ' yo ' in dis world . 

(Do you do anything with that water after you b less  i t  that way? )  
Dey kin drink i t  - dat ' s  whut chew call consecrated watah , b le s t  watah . They 

kin drink it . See , hit changed from a drinkin ' purpos e to a medical purpose as 
he change that watah to wine [ John 2 : 1-11] . An ' that ' s  the las t s tate of li fe 
when yo ' mee t a man in that s tate . Ah ' ve healed people with the T . B .  an ' all 
manner of  diseases with that remedy , the las t s t ages . [Nei the r d i d  I then no r 
do I now ques tion he r powe r to bless wate r . ] 

Ah wanta tell yo ' ano thah thing , too , an ' ah hope ah 'm  no t s ayin ' too much . 
Aftah yo ' have sealed yo re papahs , aftah yo ' have go tten everything , then the re 
is a power , a s upernatural power that is b eyond all powe r .  Yo ' do ' s  whut ah 'm  
tellin ' yo ' tuh do a little b i t  an ' yo ' ll find out yo ' ll b e  b les t in whatevah yo ' 
undertake tuh do . 

Whenevah yo ' ente rin ' yo re bus iness eve ry mawnin ' ,  yo ' enter it in succes sion 
with repeat in ' de Lo rd ' s  Prayer three times , b e fo ' goin ' to yo re wo rk . An ' if 
yo ' ll only do that , i f  yo ' ll only do that , yo ' ve got every pro tect ion an ' yo '  got 
every power that God will allow man tuh have unde r de sun .  An '  then yo ' p lacin ' 
him in front , an ' then he will make the way pos s ible that seems impos s ib le , an ' 
then he will keep from yo ' the othah evil things an ' yo ' ll b e  success ful in yo re 
unde rtakin ' s  - dat ' s  real . 

I f  he ' s  gone an ' she wants tuh git him back - now , uncleannes s  an ' unfairness 
ah ' ve nevah handled , ah ' ve nevah had no s tock in . Ah don ' b ' lieve nobody should 
put no filth in nobody ' s house . But now , i f  she wants dat man back , she should 
take a g las s of sugah an ' walk to de do ' soon in de mawnin ' be fo ' sunup . Now , 
whatevah his name is , s ay , "Emma James " [ o r whateve r  the woman ' s  name ] - throw it 
in dat direction , s ay ,  "Lo rd , as ah throw dis sugah , may it swee ten de mind of 
S am  an ' change him an ' turn him back home . "  Do i t  three times an ' then when she 
have did it three times , then take j es ' a glass of watah an ' walk out on de eas t 
side of  de house , an ' take dat glass o f  watah an ' dash it ovah he r left shoulder , 
j es ' as hard as she kin agains t de wall an ' call his name , an '�t goin ' tuh j ar 
him unloose whe revah he is . I f  he ' s  tryin ' tuh go away , he ' ll return home . 

(Well now , when she goes out with that glas s of sugar and calls his name , you 
say she throws it in the direction - what do you mean , in what direction? ) 

Whe re sh� think he ' s  gone in . 
(Whe re she thinks he is , in that dire ction? ) 
Yes . 
Jes ' lak yo ' or  s omeb ody wants tuh make friends or love with ano thah lady , an ' 

leave home , an ' ah couldn ' t  git chew back - yo ' j es ' didn ' t care tuh go back . 
Well , ah ' d  wri te chure name nine times [ she demons trates ] .  Then ah ' d  write this 
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woman ' s  name nine times goin ' dis way ; yore nine goin ' dis way . 
(That ' s  at a right angle - you wri t e  j us t  tha t way and that way , in the shape 

o f  a "V" ? ) 
I t  don ' make no diff ' rence , j es ' s ince yo ' writin ' her name against his ' n .  
(His go ing one way and hers the o ther? ) 
His ' n the o ther way - his right ag ' in '  hers . An '  then when yo ' write  his name 

nine times an ' hers nine times , then yo ' take a pencil an ' draw it back lak that , 
goin ' right lak that . Then ah take that little piece o f  papah an ' tear it j es ' 
as re ' ly fine as ah kin g i t  it , put into a box , a snuffbox , an ' ah place me red 
peppah in that  snuffb ox an ' some salt , unders tan ' .  All right , then ah g i t  me a 
wasp ' s  nes t an ' chip it up right fine an ' put it in dat box , de wasp ' s  nes t .  Git 
a dirt dauber nes t . Now , those are fight in ' thing s , aren ' t  they ? Crumb le it up 
an ' put i t  in dere . Then ah git  me a cat an ' cut de tail [hair ] , half o f  her 
tail , an ' put it in dere ; den ah git  me a dog an ' cut de tail [ hair ] an ' place 
it in dere . 

( Cut the hair from his tail? ) 
From his tai l .  Well , now yo ' know none o f  those  things ag ree do they . They 

al l fightin ' an ' sayin ' things . Then ah ' ll take that an ' shake it up an ' dere 
ain ' t  no us e in s ayin ' she kin s tay in a mile o f  h im ,  caus e she couldn ' t  - an ' 
ne ither him .  An '  dey are separated fo ' good - see , caus e none o f  tho se  things 
don ' t  ag ree , do they ? An '  when yo ' p lace all o f  those on tho s e  names , they 
[ those  names ] cain ' t  agree . 

(That is go ing to separate that man and that woman? )  
Completely . 
Yo ' kin t ake a toadfPOg an ' yo ' kin kill a individual wit a toadfrog . Yo ' 

take a toadfrog an ' yo ' fix him j es '  lak yo ' would a [ dead ] man - lay him flat 
out on his back an ' p lace the name o f  that individual undah de frog , an ' then � 
would fold him in jes ' lak yo ' would a dead man an ' bury that frog , an ' s ay , "Ah 
wish as this frog molts away , an ' mo l t  away , that Sam or John will follow shortly 
aftah . " An '  he ' ll re ' ly was te . Yes s ir , he cer ' inly will . 

(You b ury that  fro g ? )  
Bury it  j es ' lak yo ' would a person . 
A woman , if she do esn ' t  wanta us e dat man ' s ,  as ah ' for tole yo ' ,  dat part o f  

his clothes - dat will s top any man from runnin ' around , j es '  us e that on him .  
But , i f  she want a quick trick an ' don ' care i f  i t  hurt him - co ' s e dis don ' he ' p  
de man none - j es '  take a p late an ' j es ' wash her face in dat plate , wash her 
face . An' take that  watah out that p late an ' put it in a b o t tle or  a j ar ,  an ' 
set  it  in de icebox an ' at each mealtime , j es '  take a teaspoon an ' add it  into 
the milk an ' s t ir it into his co ffee , an ' dat man cer ' inly will come horne an ' be  
himself . 

(She j us t  takes a plate and puts some water in it  and washes her face in the 
water in that  plate , and puts it in the bottle . ) 

Yes . 
Well , now j es '  lak if yo ' had a horne heah an ' had a mortgag e  an ' de man has 

threatened foreclosure , then yo ' go an ' buy yo ' a three- cornered file - yo '  g i t  
chew fo ' o f  ' ern ,  four o f  ' ern ,  d e  three- cornered files . An ' a t  each corner yo ' 
bury it , one o f  dose files . An ' in de middle o f  yore gate , yo ' take a can o f  
1� , an '  that  lye , yo ' junk three holes in it  an ' turn it  bottom upwards in de 
earth an ' kiver it ovah . An '  as dat lye will seep outa [ out of the can into ] 
de earth , all that will heat that earth up , an ' anywhere it ' s  undah anybody , dey 
will go ' way .  His mind will g i t  ho t when he goes tuh thinkin ' ' bout [ the ] place 
[ p roperty ] an ' he ' ll go  on away [when he reaches the gate ] . 

(What are those  files supposed to do ? )  
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Those files , they supposed tub file his mind in two . 
Ah use a b lack [ candle ] tub drive away evil spirits - a green candle tub 

heal - an ' a white candle fo ' powe r .  The re ' s  those candles dat chew kin pull 
a pers on ' s mind with ' em .  I f  ah wanted t ub  git in touch with yo ' o r  some othah 
woman , an ' den i f  ah knowed yore name , an ' ah s ay ,  "Ah 'm writin ' Mr . Sam ' s  name , "  
as ah write this name . An '  ah wants that candle tub draw his mind an ' make him 
come dis way . An '  when yo ' light that candle yo ' kin very eas ' ly tell , i f  it 
have j es '  a no rmal light , it ' s  no t goin ' tub yore mind ; an ' when it begin tub 
rise [ flare ] � '  then yore mind begin tub fly b ack towards home or  whoevah the 
pe rs on , an ' then yo ' return . Dat draws ' em .  

(What do you write that name on? ) 
On papah , parchment papah , or else any clean papah , an ' j e s ' place it undah 

the candle an ' set  de candle on top o f  it , an ' dat candle will have a tendency 
tub pull de mind of dat person . 

(What color candle did you s ay? ) 
White - g reen an ' white , b lack . 
(Use any of  them or all three of  them together? ) 
All three toge ther - separate the b lack and green . 
(You use the b lack and green toge ther , and where do you keep the white then? ) 
The white one , it ' s  on the opposite side , ' cause yo ' see , the black candle is 

a evil spirit - the green candle is the healin ' power - an ' t"he white candle is 
the holy spirit , an ' yo ' don ' t  wanta mix it with that . 

Brims tone is tub drive away fals e enemies ,  an ' fals e friends , an '  keep them 
from comin ' on yo ' an ' overpowerin ' yo '  wi th their  evil spirit - an ' by doin ' so , 
place a little b rims tone in a piece o f  papah an ' fold it  very care fully an ' lay 
it in de heate r - an ' as that smoke goes up an ' extends through de air , it 
s cat ters the minds of  those fo lks an ' drives ' em back . 

Dey tells me tub take nine needles an ' make a b ag an ' turn each end di ff ' rent 
ways and di ff ' rent direct ions . I t  will des troy the mind of  the person . Those 
needles have a tendency to s tick de mind an ' spear de mind an '  run ' em from dem . 
We ll , ah dunno whether that be t rue or no t . 

Whe revah the re ' s  a pear tree close aroun ' , yo ' take that pear t ree an ' take 
eight penny nails an ' nail ' em .  

(Eigh t one-penny nails ? )  
Yes suh , an '  nail ' em  into the direction , yo ' know , yo ' mos tly have an idea 

which way whatevah yo ' had los ted went , an ' nail those heads into the t ree an ' 
says , "Ah 'm nailin ' this head up so that he wi ll reveal that secret of  the s tolen 
goods . "  An '  eve ry time yo ' hit it , say ,  "Re turn thie f ,  re turn thie f . "  An '  yo ' 
nail eight of  those nails up in there . In less time then fo ' days that thie f 
will git so frightened an ' become so ne rvous till he goin ' s lip right back an ' 
put dat back , be caus e yo ' done nai led his mind to de t ree an ' he cain ' t  git  no
whe re . Yo ' got him nai led down - lak yo ' got a goos e down tub fat ten him - � 
got him nailed down . 

[This wonderful goose down me re ly means goose in a coop . Nai ling or nai ling 
down is the techni cal name fo r all nailing rites - see Nai ling in Index . ]  

I f  yo ' have a person within yo re home an ' he ' s  disag reeable an ' yo ' j es '  don ' t  
wanta make a fus s wit him ,  yo ' git  a bird ' s  nes t ,  any kind o f  a bird ' s  nes t ,  an ' 
take nine s t raws from dat bird ' s  nes t an ' roll it ovah in sardine grease . 

(You roll these nine s t raws in this sardine greas a� 
Yes , nine s t raws - an ' yo ' roll ' em in that sardine grease . Then yo ' git  one 

of  these lit t le dime si fters an '  tear the s i fter part out an ' put those nine 
s t raws into that s i fter an ' ro ll it ovah good an ' careful , an ' take it to the 
outer do ' an ' nail it up , an ' he won ' t  s tay there th ree days , an ' when he leave 
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there he ' ll nevah come b ack agin . 
(You put it  on the inside of the door or the out side? ) 
Outs ide - yo ' know , lak a hall do ' ,  ovah that do ' .  
(On the outside . )  
Yes . 
(Now , what do you mean when you s ay you take that si fter part out ? ) 

1123 

Yo ' know the li ttle part whut the flour go through , the si fter , that ' s  the 
si fter part . 

(That ' s  what you use , and that you wrap these s traws up in , that li ttle wire 
like a s creen? ) 

Yeah . 
(Then you put that s creen over the door . )  
Yo ' see , yo ' j es '  have it  b alled lak , an ' j es '  hang it  up ovah there , some

where undah de do ' facin ' . 
(What do they use that screen for - what is the idea 
Dat little sifter , well , yo ' see that sift his mind . 

his mind f rom there - lak yo ' sift out . 
(What does the oi l do? ) 

of that? ) 
See , yo ' have tub sift  

That oi l ,  that oi ls his mind an ' if he  comes to de  place where he  don ' care 
fo ' that home - see those nine s traws is the home an ' that [ oil ] makes the home 
s li ck [he ' ll s lip or s lide out of it i f  you don ' t  want him there ] . 

That wood f rom a tree that ' s  s t ruck by lightnin ' it ' s  really good fo ' tooth
aches an ' sech th ings lak dat . Yo ' take a tree dat ' s  struck by lightnin ' , yo ' 
take those sp linters an ' take an ' put ' em  into a kittle water an ' boil ' em care
fully , �n ' strain it an ' give dat to a man whut have de gonorrhea . Dat will lock 
his bowels . [What this has t o  do with the cure I do not unders tand . ]  Drink it  
as  a tea . 

( I f  he has gonorrhea , that will cure it . )  
Yo ' gi t him some real warm cow mi lk - don ' care i f  it a b lack cow ,  don ' make 

no diff ' rence whut kind of cow .  But yo ' git  that mi lk that come outa that b ag 
when it ' s  hot , when it ' s  real warm , an ' s aturate yo ' self good wi t dat hot sweet 
mi lk ,  an ' t ake him fifteen drops of turpent ine an ' he won ' t know he ' s  evah been 
dataway . 

( I f  the woman has him tied up ? )  
Yes . 
( Some s ay you mus t use the mi lk from the b lack cow . ) 
No - j es '  s ince i t ' s  mi lk .  See , i t ' s  de heat f rom de cow ' s bag whut do ' s  de 

work . 
----Yo ' know yo ' ve seen ants travelin ' ' long . Well , dat pers on soon will move 
from a place when yo ' see ants visitin ' a place . Dey are not no good sign . Dey 
are unlucky dere . 

Well , i f  yo ' have a corn on yore feet , why take off  yore shoe an ' have that 
snail tub crawl - yo ' know he carries a s lime an ' when he crawls across yore feet 
it kinda leaves a s lime . An' that slime wi ll soften that corn . An ' when you 
have carried him across there once or twi ce , then it wi ll come tub be soft an ' 
yo ' kin j es '  pull away the corn . 

Dey tell me dat he ' s  good fo ' de findin ' of things p lanted round dere . 
• (That frizzly ahiaken? )  

Yessub - he ' ll dig it up - s crat ch it up an ' cause yo ' tub come across i t  -
say he won ' t let nuthin s tay buried . , 

Dey tell me that yo ' kin take b roomstr�s an ' draw the mind an ' love of others 
by mat chin ' up those s traws an ' ti ein ' ' em  together - nine straws together , an ' 
let that lay some place ab out chure bed , if  yo ' wanta make a man love yo ' ,  an '  
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le t that them s traws lay the re . An '  then yo ' evah have a chance tuh have 
communication wi th him ,  then yo ' wrap th em s traws up in that an ' lay ' em righ t 
between the mattress where he have tuh lay . An ' then yo ' kin control that man . 

(All these  nine s traws are the s ame leng th - out o f  any kind o f  a b room? ) 
S ame leng th - out o f  a broom - j es ' a good broom , so you kin git real good 

s traws . 
(The clo th you use after communication , you wrap those s traws in that? ) 
Yes . 
[ A  b laak aat bone s to ry begins : ]  
Invisible - well ,  they have the b laak aat bone . Ah went tuh s chool once to 

see how that wus done . Now , they have that no t so ve ry far from heah . They had 
some thing like three li ttle rooms - de firs t room wus a settin '  room - de second , 
it  wus two girls settin '  there wi th a big wash ki t tle - an ' the third room wus 
ano thah ki ttle . Now , this cat - now , i f  yo ' wanta come tuh be invisible , yo ' 
take this cat in the firs t s e t tin ' room , an ' then yo ' digress  to de s econd room , 
an ' as the - then yo ' pitch this cat ovah yore l e f t  shoulde r an ' this cat would 
fall into the ki t tle of ho t watah . An '  when he would fall into that ki t tle o f  
ho t watah , then that would take the hair from the cat . Then yo ' would g i t  · the 
cat an ' proceed to de third room ; then yo ' would cas t him ovah yo re left shoulder 
agin , [ this time ] in de oil , into a ki t tle o f  oil . Well , that oil  is s o  ho t -
till it j es '  cooks it  an ' all de meat s lips from his bones . Well , then they gave 
yo ' a mirro r an ' sets yo ' down . Dey has a dipper tuh dip dat cat up outa dat ho t 
oil an ' place him in a pan o r  tray . Now yo ' j es '  set there an ' take each one of 
those bones an ' draw it  th rough yore mouth . I t  ain ' t  but one bone in de cat 
dat ' s  call de b laak aat bone . I t  ain ' t  no t ary [ eve ry ] bone in him - i t ' s  j es '  
one . 

Well , now yo ' got ta draw dem bones through yo re mouth until yo ' git  tuh de 
bone - j es '  watch de mi rro r an ' when dat mirro r  be comes tuh be sweaty all ovah 
an ' yo ' cain ' t  see , den yo ' go t de right bone . An ' then yo ' don ' go through no 
mo ' exe rcises wi t de bone . Then yo ' takes that one bone an ' de bos sman will take 
dat bone an '  he will s tew it up in oil , an '  then fo ' one so lid week yo ' ain ' t  tuh 
see dayligh t ,  but every day tuh ' noint chure face wi th that oil when yo ' g i t  it  
fixed. An '  when every room is dark an ' dark an ' dark , an ' when yo ' have gone to 
de fi f th room where de re ' s  snakes an ' - an ' s tay the re three days wi thout seein ' 
sunlight or day , but yo ' ' noint chure face every day wi th that b laak aat oi l .  
An '  then when yo ' come outa there , den yo ' kin j es '  walk in heah an ' folks cain ' t  
see yo ' . But now , yo ' gotta go through a exercise every night - yo ' cain ' t  go 
home an ' lay down , dey ain ' t  goin '  le t chew lay down - yo ' got ta git to de s tree t 
every nigh t an ' be doin ' somepin , be takin ' somepin . 

(You s ay you went to s choo l to learn that? ) 
Ah went tuh s chool but ah couldn ' t  learn it  - g o t  s cared . 
(Thes e  rooms - was it  dark in those rooms ? )  
The firs t one wus light , an ' de second room wus j es '  a ).i t tle light . The 

thi rd room , where yo ' g i t  de eat ' s  bone , we ll , yo ' kin ha�e a lit tle daylight tuh 
see whut chure doin ' . [ The perfect answer ! ] Well , now when yo ' g i t  that , yo ' 
got chure oil , yo ' see . Well , every day yo ' go farther back an ' farther back 
into de dark .. They - yo ' g o t t a  s ign up fo ' so many yeahs  - yo ' gotta  s ign up , 
says , "Now , how many yeahs does yo ' want dis co ' s e ,  five o r  ten o r  fif teen? " 
Now if yo ' die in less time den dat , see , yo ' done sold yo ' se l f  to de devil . 

(You have to s ign up before [ in the p res ence o f ]  this man that runs this 
s chool? ) 

Yes s i r  - an ' he re ' ly actu ' l ly kin do things . 
But when ah went , ah wus huntin ' spiritualism . Well , that wus the spi ritual 
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power . Well , when ah go t there , ah found that wusn ' t  the one ah wus lookin ' fo ' .  
(Well , where did you get this oil that you use to rub wi th? ) 
Fo ' yo ' face ? Well , yo ' see when yo ' find that bone , i t ' s  made up outa that 

bone - that ' s  tuh make i t  vis ible wi th yo ' .  See . 
(This man makes that oil? ) 
Yes . 
(You j us t  use the oil he gives you - you don ' t  use the bone , you j us t  us e the 

oil . And you are supposed to s tay in that house seven days in the dark? ) 
Seven days in de dark wi thout seein ' daylight . That ' s  whut i t  takes tuh sell 

�· Every day yo ' goes backwards - every day , three s teps backwards every day .  
An ' that ' s  s teppin ' outa the ligh t o f  the world back into darknes s  - s tep s back 
three s tep s every day .  

An '  now , i f  you live - i f  yo ' s ign up fo ' fifteen yeahs an ' i f  yo ' doesn ' t  g i t  
killed , why yo ' done redeemed yo ' s e l f . Then yo ' kin be s aved s till - but see , 
yo ' don ' know whe ther yo ' ll be ab le tuh follow fi f teen yeahs . 

[ The b laak oot bone s tory ends . ]  
[To unders tand the preceding three-room allegory , o r  b laak oot bone adventure , 

we mus t j o in it to her following s tory ,  The Bui lding of a House . Also , we mus t 
rememb er at leas t three things : this woman had had trouble - she believes , "The 
spirit tells me" - and her " twelve · trib es of heavenly co ' t" indi cates the influ
ence of The Reve lation of St . John the Divine . In my original comment for the 
title of this interview , I wrote , "Informant 1 5 3 2 , I call her , so that each 
reader according to awareness may in naming her express a j udgment . " ] 

I f  a man is newly married an ' he wants good influence an ' he wants tuh live 
happy wi thin his new home an ' wi th his new wi fe , the firs t thing he should do -
now , i t  don ' t make no di f f ' rence ab out i t  being a new home , but a p lace where 
yo ' ve firs t went ; dat ' s  a new home wi th yo ' ,  no t no building or house . An ' when 
yo ' git to that p lace , when yo ' enter the gate , yo ' should s alute i t  three times . 
Salute that home three times , then as yo '  make three s teps , yo ' says ,  "In the 
Name of de Father , in de Name o f  de Son , in de Name of de Ho ly Ghos t , "  an ' every
thing will be we ll . An '  yo ' ll have de happ iness an ' de j oy o f  de home in that 
country or that town , or wherevah yo ' are an ' yo ' s  perfe ctly happy . 

(You take three s tep s into the yard . )  
Yes . 
[ At this point I asked whe ther she had ever heard anything ab out j ump ing over 

a b room , having in mind a belief or s aying from my own book : "I  heard grandma 
tell , that be fore the Civi l War they never got a li cense to marry . The co lored 
fo lks would have to walk backwards and j ump over a b room , and they were married" 
(FACI , 1s t ed . , 1 9 3 5 , No . 7 3 2 5 , p . 36 9 ; 2 ed . , 1965 , No . 1019 3 , p . 465) . This j ump ing 
was no t a marriage but a ri te to prevent evi l and b ring good luck to the coup le . ]  

Ah don ' know ' bout j umpin ' ovah de b room , but de swee tes t s tory mos t evah ah 
heard wus about that - mah mo thah wus a s lave , mah mo thah really wus a s lave . Ah ·
wus bo ' n  'way aftah mah mo thah wus ole age . 

She said her bos sman had one o f  de favori te colo red men mos t  evah she s aw -
said one that he loved well an ' though t well o f . An ' s ai d  he di d everything in 
de world tuh make things happy fo ' him an ' he j es '  really loved him . In fac ' , 
sh� s ays her bos sman wus good tuh her . They nevah got no whippin ' s  an ' nuthin 
lak dat , but dey wus all ca ' ed fo ' an ' wus loved . 

An ' [ Bossman ] s ays , he tole him , s ays , "Now lis ten ,  John . " 
S ay ,  "Yas suh . "  
S ay ,  "Ah want chew tuh build me a house . "  Said , "Ah want chew tuh really 

build it so it wi ll be comfortable an ' so every thing wi ll b e  well wi th i t  an '  so 
yo ' kin live in it real good . An' now , ah 'm gain ' furnish the money . Every day 
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that yo ' comes aftah de money - what evah i t  takes tub build de house , yo ' go on 
an ' build it . "  Says he wants a real house . An '  says , "Now , don ' t be s tingy wit 
de money ; j es come tub me an ' git as much money as yo ' wants . "  

An '  she says John would go out ever day an ' build on de house . An ' so anothah 
ole colored man came along an ' he says , "Well ,  John , is yo ' goin ' put all dat 
money in dat hous e lak dis white man say? " 

Say ,  "Yeah . "  
Says , "Well , yo ' oughta be ' shamed . "  Says , "Yo ' kin save some o f  dat money , "  

says , "don ' t  put dat partit ion in dere . " Says , "Jes ' sham [ p retend ] tub build 
him a hous e - he ' ll nevah know de di f f ' rence . "  Says , "Yo ' ain ' t goin ' live in 
it , nei ther him , "  says , "why no t save de money? "  

S o  h e  went an ' sham h e  build de house . An ' when h e  got de hous e shamly built 
an ' wus through with it an ' put de do ' s  an ' locks on it , she says he came on to 
de house . 

An '  he [ Bossman ] says , "Well , John , is yo ' through wit de house? " 
Says , "Yes suh , Boss . " 
Say , "Have yo ' fixed it lak ah tole yo ' completely? " 
"Yessuh . "  
"Go t everything yo ' need? " 
"Yessuh . "  
"An ' yo ' kin live happy in it ? "  
"Yes suh . "  
Says , "Well , John , "  says , "now , ah told yo ' ah wus goin ' furnish de money tuh 

build it an '  ah want it built good ' cause if it ' s  not built good yo ' cain ' t live 
in i t . "  Says , "Now , yo ' got  through wit de hous e an ' dis is de key fo ' hit , "  
says , "well , ah ' m  j es '  goin ' hand i t  back to  yo ' . " Says , "Now hit ' s  yore house . 
Yo ' ve built i t  an ' i f  yo ' shamly built it , den yo ' gotta live in it . "  

In buildin ' yore books an ' g it tin '  d e  dif f ' rent s tories an ' de dif f ' rent forms 
an '  things that comes to yo ' , an ' when yo ' have closed ' em an ' when yo ' have 
finished ' em up fo ' de day , yo ' be shure ab ove all things in de world , let the 
last thing an '  de las t  rite be the 2 3rd Psalms . 

[ Is she saying to me , "Don ' t sham anything - your book is the hous e in which 
you mus t live . ] 

[ I f  I live to 
roo twork , and if 
clos ing words at 

(End o f  1532 . 

• 

complete this work on hoodoo and conj urat ion and wi tchcraft and 
I have the money to publish it , I will quo te this woman ' s  
the beginning of  mine . ] 

This woman who was j us t  in here is a pro fessional . )  

DOCTOR REQUIRES SECRECY FROM AUTHOR 

AH WUS IN NEW ORLEANS AN ' WORKED 
WIT DE BEST "DOCTORS " IN NEW ORLEANS 

YO ' TRY IN ' [TO ]  LEARN A LITTLE 
MAY BENEFIT YO ' SOME DAY 

TO DO IN DIS MANNER 

NOW DIS SOMEPIN 
AH WANT CHEW TUH UNDERSTAND 

AN ' GIT IT 
DERE 'S A MTLLION DOLLAHS IN DIS 

YO ' BE RICH 
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IF AH TELL IT TUH YO ' 
YO ' GOTTA MAKE A PROMISE TUH ME 

THAT YO ' WON 'T TELL NOBODY 

BRUNSWICK , GEORGIA 

11 27  

[I  answer the las t quo tation in the title by saying , "I ' ll make a promise . "  
Am I b reaking this promise by revealing his secrets to you? Surely not - after 
more than 30 years . Bes ides , I am trus t ful enough to believe that the reader 
also will ob serve secrecy - at leas t to this extent , by no t be coming our compe t
itor , or by no t making a million dollars . The material o f  informant 1236 is on 
cylinders C509 : 7-C519 : 1  = 2 090 : 7-2100 : 1 . ]  

Dat tree is de only tree on earth dat ' s  got 356  herbs  in it - cu ' ah anything . 
(This fig tree ? ) 
Dis fig tree - cause i t ' s  only tree on earth don ' t b loom ,  it  bows . 
(Why is that ? )  
Well dat tree wus cuss when God caught Adam an ' Eve - Eve reach up an ' grabbed 

a leaf off de tree an ' made an apron out it , an ' God cuss dat tree . 
An ' dat tree ' s  de only tree - dat tree kin do anything . Dat tree - [you] kin 

take di ff ' rent things from dat tree an ' cu ' ah asmy [ as thma] . Kin take diff ' rent 
things from dat tree an ' cu ' ah any sickness . Yo ' kin take di ff ' rent thing s from 
dat tree an ' do anything . 

(Well , could you give me one example - what you could do with that fig tree ? )  
Shuah - tell yo ' one o f  ' em .  All righ t , yo ' kin go to dat tree a certain time 

of de nigh t an ' take seven leaf o ff dat tree an ' wrap it  up an ' call any person 
name anywheres , an ' yo ' kin make ' em - i f yo ' want ' em move out dis house , yo ' 
kin go to  dat tree an ' g i t  de leaf o ff de re - seven leaf o ff  dat tree an ' sew it  
up an ' carry it  tub runnin ' watah an ' turn it  loose . Dat person can ' t  s t ay dere 
no mo ' .  

(Well , when you take those leaves to the house , what do you do - in conne ction 
wi th that , then? ) 

Well , yo ' do in ' nection wi t it - yo ' take dat leaf an ' print dis man name on 
a piece of  papah , an ' yo ' parch it , an ' after yo ' parch it , den yo ' take seven 
needles an ' make a heart , make a man heart . Put de seven needles in dere an ' 
wrap it up in anything . Carry it tub de rivah an ' throw it  ovahbo ' d . Dat man 
will be  wanderin ' fo ' evah . 

(You put his name on that . )  
Yes . 
Now , ah ' m  goin ' give yo ' a good one . Now , yo ' kin takes a woman - a man laks 

yo ' • All righ t , dere ' s a woman dere - ah want da t woman - ah want love . De 
woman like me . All right , how ' s  yo ' do it , dat whut chew goin ' find out . All 
righ t . Remembah dat a woman got somepin one mo ' den a man - she got 32  rib s an ' 
a man got  31  [be cause one of  man ' s  rib s was taken to  make woman] . All right . 
Now , yo ' take de woman . We goes to her house . All righ t now , we goin ' tub use -
people say Poots . I t ' s  nuthin lak Poots - nuthin but signs . We go dere an ' we 
set  down an ' talk wi t her . I f  dis woman is sick - well if she ' s  no t sick - well 
all yo ' got ta do den . She migh t have a bow like dis - dat ' s  bow in her hat . All 
right , yo ' take dat bow out her hat , or take it any way . Some fellahs say ,  well , 
yo '  kin take dat bow dere an ' fix i t  - dat ' s  a lie , yo ' can .' t do dat wi t dat 
li ttle bow o ff her hat . But chew ke tch her mind . So he [ you] say ,  "All righ t . "  



112 8 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

[ Ah ]  say , "Ah wants [ you ] tuh go dere an ' axe her a que s t ion . "  [ You]  s ay ,  "All 
right . "  Ah s ay ,  "Mi z [ So-and-So ] girnme a mat ch or g irnme a glass of wa tah . "  All 
right . Well , yo ' come back an ' ah say , "Whut chew axe her [ for mat ch or water ] ?  
Whut chew tell her ? "  

She [ you ] s ay ,  "Girnme a mat ch . "  
Well , dat takes de sign . Dis work can ' t happen ever ' day . Dere ' s  certain 

signs yo ' follow . Ah puts her name down , wri tes her name down . S ay ,  now , ah 
probab le s tart - well , ah says , "Judas . "  Well , ah ' ll go an ' ah ' ll find out j es '  
whut does Judas mean - what did he done . Den ah draws a pit chure - see yo ' draw 
her pit chure . All right , now . Yo ' take her pit chure an ' yo ' put it in a glass 
o f  plain watah . Yo ' take dat glass an ' yo ' fill it wit some hot watah , turns it 
ovah between de - well , yo ' goes back to her house an ' yo ' put it down anywheres . 
In seven days time yo ' ll visit  her - four days i t  delivers - yo ' kin control her . 
Yo ' makes her do whut chew wanta do . See . But anyb ody can ' t  do dis , i t  ' cord
ing tuh de woman ' s  spirit - ' cordin ' to  de weak of her - her nerve . Some people 
got bettah cons ti tution den de othahs . Some ' s  got s t ronger nerves - some o f  ' ern 
don ' t  believe in things . 

We ll , dere • s  a root we calls de Indian Herb . We got ano thah one heah dey 
calls de Three Sisters - we got dat ' un - [ also ] Daddy Graybeard. We put dern 
three roots together , de Daddy Graybeard , Indian Herb an ' Three Sisters . We put 
dern three roots together - we puts a name on dere . We put a name on it an '  we 
put three needles - dern needles gold-eye needles . Put ' ern cros sways - t ake dern 
two needles an ' put ' ern lak yo ' put a cros s . Take de othah needle an ' s t i ck it 
right through de heart o f  dat person - wri te dere name on i t . Yo ' take dat an ' 
yo ' carry it to anybody grave whi ch yo ' think has died bad . Dat ' ll worry dern 
[named person ] tuh death . 

All right now , dere ' s  ano thah one . Yo ' might say right now yo ' bro ther in 
j ail . Well , now , he know he killed a man - he killed a man fo ' nuthin . Wel l , 
he gotta  have a lawyer . Well , now , we goin ' have de lawyer .  All righ t . Yo ' go 
tuh de Bib le an ' yo ' g i t  d e  Seven Book o[ Moses . [Here is the common belie f 
that the hoodoo book , Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses , i s  part o f  the Bible . ]  
Yo ' git  de seven apos tles - de seven dis ciples , whut we call ' ern ,  an ' wri te ' ern 
down . All right . Yo ' git chew a silver dollah an ' a piece o f  flannen [ flannel ] ,  
an ' yo ' cut dat flannen round dat silver dollah . Yo ' go tuh de j ail an ' yo ' " tell 
' irn tuh put de name - de prophe t [ dis cip les ] name in his shoes - de toe of his 
shoes - de toe o f  his le ft footed shoe . All right , put dat - an ' take de flannen 
wit dat an ' put i t  onto him . See dat [ is ]  signs . 

Yo ' goes on back an ' yo ' git chew a frog . Well , yo ' might know de j udge name , 
knows de prosecutor . Yo ' take that frog - take dat s tuff - take de j udge name 
an ' put it in de frog mouth - feed dat frog an ' turn him loose . De prose cutor 
can ' t  prose cute chew - de j udge goin ' be on his side - an ' de wi tnes s ,  he got 
him in his shoe , see . 

Dere dey has ' ern .  
Some peop les s ay dat 13 is bad luck - b ad-luck peop le s ay 1 3  i s  b ad luck . 

Why ? Who s aid 13 is bad luck? Ah say 13 is lucky , but de othah people s ay i t ' s  
bad luck . Why ah s ay it ' s  lucky is dis . Jesus had 12 dis ciples , didn ' t  he ? 
J esus wus de thirteenth man - yo ' wouldn ' t  call him a bad-luck man . 

(There ' s  logic in that . )  
Yo ' couldn ' t  call him a bad-luck man . Well , some people say i t ' s  b ad luck . 
Jes ' lak a man g i t  killed in heah . Nobody seen him git  killed but ye t dey 

seen de b lood . How dey ke t ch de b lood - [ how do ] dey know dat human b lood? Why , 
we gits a rabb it an ' put de rabb i t  b lood wi t dat b lood , an ' human b lood don ' t  run 
wit rabb i t  b lood . Dat ' s  always de t e s t  o f  human b lood - by rabb i t  b loo d . Well , 
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dat rabbi t  b lood will make dat b lood draw up . [ Human b lood and rabbi t  blood will 
not mix . ] 

Well , yo ' kin control a man . Yo ' take a man right  now - j es '  lak yo ' s ay 
right now - dat preacher ovah dere , s ay ,  "Well , de congregation agains t me , ah 
can ' t hold mah church . " Now , whut ah ' m  g oin ' do tub make him hold it?  

Now , ah ain ' t  g oin ' tell him whut ah ' m  g oin ' do , but now yo ' wanta know why 
ah do i t  - s ee . Ah ain ' t  goin ' tell ' em  why ah done i t , but now yo ' wanta know 
how ah done it - tuh make de congregation like de preacher . 

Well , now de firs t thing ah takes i t  - put him t o  a tes t . All right , ah put 
de preacher on dat tes t . A man can ' t  go no further den his tes t . Ah s ay ,  all 
right ah take him on - ah tries him out wi t diff ' rent things . Ah makes di f f ' rent 
things - cats an ' things on de wall , an ' i f  he don ' t  j ump on dat , he got good 
nerve . If he j ump ,  i t  mean ah can ' t do him no good . [ This sort o f  thing , a 
great variety o f  methods , I have indexed in subsection Diagnosis . ]  

(He has to  have g ood nerves . )  
See , ' cordin ' his ' ' cordin ' ah kin work fo ' him ,  s ee . All right , den ah goes 

right back ,  ' cause his nerve ' s  g ood - he kin s t and de tes t , his mind is righ t . 
His mind ready fo ' de right things . But if  he j ump ,  his mind no good . Ah can ' t  
do him no g ood - ah can ' t  do him no good an ' nobody else can ' t  do him no good . 
See . Everything is worked by a man ' s  mind . 

All right , ah takes him now tuh ano thah tes t . S o , all right , yo ' b elieve in 
de right thing . All right , yo ' meets me at de cemetery at twelve a ' clock night . 
Ah leaves him . Well , now , if  he s t ays dere fo ' a leng th o f  time , den ah knows 
he ' s  a good worker . Den ah take him b ack an ' s ay ,  "All right , now , ah want chew 
to git  me every man in de church dat hat e shew - ah want his name . Ah don ' t  
want know where he s t ay ,  ah j es '  want his name . " 

All right . Ah s aid , "Now , ah want chew to go" - dat man b e  talkin ' wit me 
dere - "ah wants yo ' axe him fo ' s omepin , ah kin tell yo ' where he at . " Say , 
"Yo ' want a s eegar . " Ah s ay ,  "Rememb ah whut he s ay . " I f  he s ay - tell him it 
means "no" - don ' t  tell him no lie . I f  he s ay ,  "Yes , " yo ' put it down . Ah s ay ,  
"When yo ' git  ready yo ' come b ack to me . " [ The preacher asks each o f  his enemies 
for a cigar and the answer is yes or no . ] 

Well , ah take dem man ' s  names . Ah s aid , "Now ,  all right , doc , " ah s ays , "now , 
ah got  des e man ' s  names . " Ah g o t  des e man name in a book - ah keeps mah ros ter -
in mah ros ter , in mah office , see . See , ah ' m  splainin ' dat to  yo ' - ah ain ' t  
goin ' tell dem . Ah g i t  in mah o ffice an ' ah bring i t  out , an ' s ay ,  "Well , dis 
man he live heah , dat man he livin ' heah" - well , dis man heah , dat heah , dat 
heah , an ' dat man heah . Now , ah gotta git dese man together . Ah s ays , "Well , 
ah put ' em on de tes t . " Ah got de things home in mah house dat ah would show 
�· Ah got hides , tied knots , snake , things - put dem on de tes t . Ah says , 
" [ I f ]  dis man done dis man wrong , ah want chew tub s tand still ; [ i f ]  dis man 
done wrong , ah want chew tuh leave heah . " See , dese things res olve [ revolve ] 
in di f f ' rent colors . Well , ah put des e in a bottle . 

[ This is one o f  the various b o t tle divination ri tes answering ques tions wi th 
yes or no - for another variant , see 5 4 7 , p . l66 . Here , different colored obj ects 
in a bottle o f  liquid are ques tioned - if  obj ects s t and s till , client b eing tes t
ed is at fault ; if  they move (�so lve = revolve) , client is innocent and worthy 
o �  the doctoP 's  help . ]  

Ah s ay ,  "Now , yo ' know whut ah want chew tub do . Ah want chew tub go to dis 
man an ' tub as t him one ques tion . An '  after de ques tion , take dese thing s an ' 
carry ' em  tub any b rook or any s ewer an ' throw i t  ovahb o ' d . " See , yo ' b e  con
trollin ' dem . Dat fellah done his work . Now , dat ' s  whut chew will find - �' 
dat come wi t yore work . 
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Whut ah done wus dis - ah got de spiri t o f  de man . 
[ My  teacher is no t fair to me here - does not tell me everything . The b o t t le 

carried to the culprit and a ques tion asked , indi cates a cork eased out o f  the 
bottle and pushed back in again during the answer . Only this wi thheld rite will 
exp lain my informant ' s  words , "Ah got de spirit of de man . " See TO CATCH A 
SP IRIT , p . 2 4 . ] 

Some time a man don ' t  feel lak talkin ' to his wi fe - he goin ' be o ff thinkin ' .  
Well , when ah ke tch him thinkin ' an ' his mind ' s  lak dat , ah take advantage o f  
him .  See , ah got his name - ah got his who le min ' on me , see . 

Well , all yo ' gotta do then , yo ' take yo ' s ix needles an ' take yo ' s ix pins 
an ' take yo ' s ix o le nails , an ' puts ' em in a b o t t le - put de man ' s  name in it . 
I f  dis man is sufferin ' from drinkin ' whiskey , put whiskey in i t . Take ' em an ' 
hold ' em up lak dat , an ' yo ' tell ' im tuh throw it ovahbo ' d .  Well , dat man will 
drop lak dat - o f f , he can ' t  s t ay dere , he gotta go . 

Heah ' s  ano thah thing yo ' find out - j e s ' lak heah right now . A fellah might 
kill yore b ro ther or might do somep in to  yore b ro ther . He might have money . 
Say - well , he kilt mah b ro ther , murdered him . He beat mah b ro ther out in co ' t  
or his money beat him out . Now ah ' m  goin ' git  even wit him . Now , dat ' s  whut 
chew wanta find out , how ah 'm goin ' g it even wi t him .  

All right . He killed mah b ro ther . Well , ah goes tuh some fellah who died , 
didn ' t died good - fellah died b ad , he ain ' t no church member , see . Now ah ' ll 
git even wi t dat fellah kilt mah b ro ther . De law turn him loose but ah ain ' t  
goin ' turn him loose . Ah goes de re an ' ah take his name in a bottle an ' put it 
down tuh de side o f  de head o f  de grave . Ah ' ll git me some rice . "Ah ' ll pay 
yo ' • There yo ' are - de rice will pay yo ' • " An ' ever ' time ah call his name , a 
le t tah in his name , drop a pie ce . Draw de lettah up [ keep calling the le tters 
o f  his name ] , an ' when dat pie ce [ ri ce ]  git  up to de [ top o f  the b o t t le ]  dat 
fellah ' s  daid . 

Jes ' lak a man got a wi fe an ' dat man leave home . Well , now , i t ' s  two reasons 
fo ' dat - dat de reason dat ah ' m  tellin ' it to yo ' .  Yo ' could have a wife an '  ah 
could go an ' have yore mind - anothah woman could have yore mind ' gins t yo re 
wife , an ' dat cause yo ' tuh leave . Now , yo '  wanta find how yo ' done it an ' why . 
Dat ' s  why . 

Well , now , dat ' s  simple . Ah could do i t  wi t chew - yo ' could do it wit me . 
All right , take a woman ovah heah - yore wi fe . Well , she might be a good wi fe -
de othah woman wants yo ' .  Now , she kin turn yo ' ' gins t yore wi fe . 

All dat she gotta do is tuh buy a nickel plain han ' chie f - five- cent han ' chief 
an ' go tuh any whiskey j oint an ' git a half pint of whiskey . Soak dat han ' chie f 
in dat whiskey an ' put dat han ' chie f on yore l ine an ' let it git  dry , an ' de 
firs t time she have interco ' s e wit chew , le t chew wipe wit dat han ' chief an ' yo ' 
nevah have no feelin ' s  fo ' yo ' wi fe no mo ' .  

(Does she do anything wi th the handkerchie f  then? ) 
Nuthin . 
(Jus t keeps i t . )  
She take de han ' chie f an ' throw i t  away , see . O r  she could take dat han ' chie f 

an '  soak it in dat whiskey lak ah s aid b e fo ' , soak it in dat whiskey good , an ' 
hang it up on de line an ' let it git  dry . De firs t time she have interco ' se wit • 
chew , give yo ' dis - she don ' t  use i t , she gives it to yo ' .  She have it out on 
de line an ' yo ' use i t . Yo ' or  nobody in de worl ' kin git  a heart fo ' dat woman 
no mo ' .  Ever ' man go  dere , do dat [ p rob ab ly demons trates by holding up finger 
or hand and le tting i t  fall ] , see . 

Now , ah wanta b reak dat . Now , dere ' s  somep in tuh b reak i t . An '  dat ' s  whut 
chew wanta find out . 
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Now , dere ano thah part dere . Now , if she killed all de feel in ' of  dis man fo ' 
de othah woman - s ay ,  "Ah ain ' t  got  no feelin ' fo ' mah wife , nevah g i t  no heart 
fo ' her , can ' t  git up no heart fo ' her . "  Well , now dis man , he ' s  a pretty smart 
man . Now , yo ' g o in '  b reak him .  

All right . Yo ' goes back an ' watch dis woman . At a certain time a woman ' s  
periods come on her - ano thah period come on her . Yo ' steal a rag . All right . 
Yo ' brings it heah an ' g ive it tub dis man an ' dis man boil dat rag an ' git de 
likker out o f  i t . All right , de next month when she g i t  s i ck ,  befo ' she g i t  
s i ck ,  yo ' g o t t a  t i e  ' em  down . All yo ' g o t t a  do , t ake d a t  when she g it sick ,  po ' 
it  in coffee o r  anything else . Dat will break de nature of  ' im  - g o t  de same 
nature fo ' her [ as before] . 

(You mean the man would put that in his own coffee and drink it? ) 
No , in her own .  No , put i t  in her own . Dat b roke de nature up . 
(Oh , b reak her nature up ? )  
[ This is a t i t-for- tat mag i c  rite . ]  
Yeah , see , she got  de same lak she had befo ' . 
Well , dat ' s  all in it . Tain ' t  not lak a fellah tell yo ' ,  s ay dey got tub take 

roo� I t ' s  nuthin lak roots . We go t ta ovahpowah dem di ff ' rent roo ts . Nuthin 
but signs .  

[ Here we have his therapy - not of roots , but of  signs . ] 
S ee , lak ah kin set  down heah right now an ' fell ah s ay ,  "Well , dere ' s  a woman 

up dere ah wants - might be in millinery wo rk ,  milliner ' s  daughter . Ah 'm co ' tin '  
her an ' ah can ' t  g i t  in t o  her . Well , how about g i t t in '  her? " 

All right . Yo ' might see her g o  tub de b arber down heah . Yo ' wat ch her . L ak 
she go  down dere have her hair cut - or a woman comb in '  her hair lak des e  women 
do , de nurs e or de maid . All righ t , de first chance yo ' kin g i t  - de first time 
she use dat b rush , yo ' g i t  de hair off de b rush . All righ t , yo ' g i t  de hair o ff 
de b rush , an ' yo ' t ake de hair off de b rush an ' tie it up in a kno t  an '  keep i t  
in yore pocket , an ' everywhere yo ' go she ' s  b ehin ' yo ' . Yo ' kin con t rol her 
right t ill yo ' git in de family . 

Well , yo ' kin take a man ' s  pitchure - a man is run by signs . Take a pitchure 
f rom heah on de wall - dat de pitchure [ on the wall]  - an ' t ake de pitchure an ' 
put it in a glass , put under de watah . Well , now , if  yo ' wanta do dis man harm , 
or dis man outa town or anything els e , yo ' turn dat pitchure upside down . 

Al l right , yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah want dis man heah . "  Well , yo ' take dat pitchure 
an ' have ano thah pitchure taken off it . Yo ' write dat man ' s  name on dere . Write 
his name - [name] of any person whut chew think is daid . Take a lit tle piece of 
i t  - take it off dere an ' put it in a b o t tle . An '  put six needles in it an '  s ix 
nails in it - [ o r]  five needles an ' any copper wire . S t and right tub de rivah 
an ' turn ' em loose . Well , dat man will nevah come back heah - he all de time b e  
t ravelin ' ,  can ' t  come b ack to de So ' th .  So fur a s  d a t  b o t tle go , he g o es . He 
goin '  travel in ' .  

Lotta things lak yo ' s ay .  Now ab out dat pl ace ovah dere . Now ah wants dat 
pl ace ovah dere . 

( This man th at has the s to re over here ? ) 
Yeah , dat man . Ah wants dat pl ace ovah dere - j es '  want  de p lace , don ' t  want 

de s to ' . 
• All right den , o ffer dat mans money fo ' it an ' he won ' t  even s ell de place 

an ' ah want dat pl ace . Ah wanta make me a livin ' wit it . All right , de first 
thing yo ' do , yo ' take de man ' s  name . After yo ' git de man ' s  name , yo ' go  dere 
tub de cemetery - [ g o  t o ]  de g rave dey g o t  fo ' nobody . Go to de cemetery . All 
righ t , yo ' go s ay dese wo rds - s omepin dat chew nevah heard in yore life . Dese 
words whut yo ' spe ak to de grave : " S ome ' ll s ee - nobody see . Go through by de 
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he ' p  o f  de Lawd . "  Kin yo ' repeat dose words ? An ' yo ' drop dem pennies in de 
s and . 

(How many did you s ay? ) [ He didn ' t  s ay . ] 
Six pennies .  Yo ' s ay ,  "Dus t , ah pay yo ' fo ' yo re troub le . "  An ' yo ' reach 

down an ' git dat s and . An ' yo ' git dat s and diggin ' down in dat hole . An '  yo ' 
g i t  dat s and , yo ' take dat s and an ' g o  right tub his house , right tub where he 
lives at . Yo ' want dat place . As fas t as yo ' s tep , yo ' gotta call his name -
speak dem words . Five days ' time he ' ll leave out p lace - he ' ll move out dat 
place . 

(What words do you speak when you are scattering that s tuff? ) 
Spe ak dem s ame words : "Some will see - nob ody see . Go through by de he ' p  of 

de Lord . " 
(You say those words when you are scat tering i t , too . )  
You s ay it when you g o  to de grave . An ' de las t words yo ' s ay when yo ' 

gittin ' dat dus t out de cemetery , "Earth ah pay yo ' fo ' whut chew doin ' . "  
Why yo ' pay de earth ?  Fo ' God promised de earth when He made man , He s ay , 

"Some day ah ' 11 pay de deb t - 3500 years ah ' 11 pay de deb t . "  An '  de earth gr1.DD.
b led - an ' God made Adam , de earth grumb led . An '  every time a man die , he g o  
back tub de dus t - h i s  mother dus t . Dat ' s  why yo ' go t ta pay de earth fo ' de sand 
yo ' use , ' thout [wi thout = otherwis e ]  he g rumbles . 

(You were telling me a momen t ago ab out the earth having three layers , didn ' t  
you? ) 

Got three s ands in de earth . 
( I s  that  connected wi th the s ame idea? ) 
No , i t  a diff ' rent thing - s ee . See , dat ' s  why he pay de dus t - he pay de 

earth , earth wants all . Pay de earth . I f  yo ' don ' t  put de s eeds down , don ' t  
nuthin come up ; but de day yo ' put de water an ' ' tend to  dose s eeds , yo ' g oin ' 
get de [ results ] .  Dat ' s  why we pay de earth - see , yo ' pay fo ' whut chew g i t . 
I f  yo ' don ' t  pay , de earth gr1.DD.b le an ' de [work ]  is daid . 

Ah wus in New Orleans an ' worked wit de bes t doatoPs in New Orleans . Dat de 
firs t place ah land when ah come to  de Uni ted S tates . DoatoP Crawford , he had a 
ole - he  wus a ole whi te man out dere on de farm . See , ah wus raised up ' mongs t 
;bite people - s t ayed dere in de house wit ' em fromibOyhood . 

Well , now , ah show yo ' dat . I t ' s  not buryin ' de man , cause yo ' buryin ' de 
man ' s thoughts . 

Jes ' lak - yo ' see yo ' right now .  Yo ' might be a man pre t ty good . Your wife 
might have a mother , she might have two young brothers . Ye t , every time yo ' g o  
o f f , i t ' s  s omepin yo ' mis s  dat h e  taken . Yo ' goin ' live wit chure wi fe but chew 
don ' t  want yore wife people round heah . Now , yo ' hate tub leave yore wife ' cause 
yo ' might have children ; but yo ' want stop de family from worryin ' yo ' ,  from 
using things yo ' could use . Somet ime he might take a shirt of yorn or tie . Yo ' 
won ' t  like i t . Yo ' hate t o  cause yore wife trouble on account whut de brother 
done . Well , now , yo ' g oin ' an ' yo ' g i t  him away from dere . Well , yo ' go to a 
�ise man - a man dat know , a man dat know whut tub do , an ' yo ' tell him , s ay , 
"Ah got a good wife an ' mah wi fe got s ome no-good brothers , an ' ever ' t ime ah 
put down s omepin , dey take it away . Ah want chew to  get me - s end ' em away from 
heah . "  Well , Jlh don ' t  wanta kill him , "Ah don ' t  want chew tub kill him , but ah 
want chew tub take ' em away from heah an ' keep ' em goin ' . "  

Well , all right . De fellah might s ay ,  "How old he is ? "  
Say ,  ' 'Well , he ' s  round 22 , 23 , 24 . " 
"Yo ' know whut month he ' s  bawn in ? "  
Say , "No . " 
Well , yo ' could guess how ole he is . 
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All right , "What his name? "  [Demons trates . ]  
(You write it down - you write his name down . ) 
Yo ' writes it down , an ' de age . 
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Now , he gits a b ox de shape of a co ffin an ' he put s that in dere . He makes 
whut dey call a do l l  baby , de image o f  a man - wit his name on it , wit dat man 
name on it . There he is . Yo ' put him de little co ffin .  [ For do l l  baby , see 
pp . 39 8 , 549 : for co ffin ,  p . 53 6 . ] 

Now , he  done tole yo ' - say ,  "Now , ah 'm goin ' git him away . Now , whut do yo ' 
put in dere? Dat ' s  whut chew goin '  find out , what do we put in dere . We put de 
man mind in dere . Why we say we put his mind in dere? When we put his  name in 
dere - put his name an ' his age .  Put his name in dere wit dat false do l l .  

All righ t . Now ah say ,  "Have yo ' got 13 pennies? " 
Yo ' s ay ,  "Yeah . " 
(Thirteen pennies . )  
All right . Den ah take twelve - ah ' ll take twelve an ' give yo ' one back .  One 

penny have to take out dere an ' throw away . Walks o ff wit dat penny - dat ' s  whut 
chew wanta find out . How so wit Judas ? Why throw 'way Judas ? Now , yo ' wanta 
find out de reason why ah throw 'way Judas . Ah throw 'way Judas becaus e Judas 
was a traitor . He ' s  traitor to Chris t an ' he traitor tuh me - an ' ah throwed 
him away , he ain ' t  no good . [ The 13th penny was Judas ; now the 12th penny is 
Judas . ]  Ah got ' !even pennies an ' dat Judas been twelve . Den ah take dat an ' 
ah go tuh de cemetery an ' ah ' ll bury it , an ' when ah go tuh de cemetery ah ' ll 
say dem same words , "Some will see - nobody see . Go through by de he ' p  o f  de 
Lord . " Den ah ' ll reach down an ' say ,  "Earth , ah pay yo ' fo ' dis body - no t tuh 
kill , not des troy it , but keep him out mah way fo ' evah . " An ' ah ' ll bury it . Ah 
drap in ' !even pennies dere . Ah ' ll put five tuh de haid , three tuh de back an,

one on each s ide , an ' de othah penny ah put so dat it will face God - have to 
wat ch it long as de world last . Ah put ten pennies an ' lays one tuh de haid , 
but ah throw Judas away caus e he ' s  a traito r .  

Dat fellah nevah come dere no mo ' .  Ah didn ' t  put i t  dere tuh kill him . Ah 
tole de earth ah didn ' t  put it dere tuh kill him - didn ' t  put it tuh hurt him 
didn ' t  put it tuh des troy - but tuh keep him out mah way - by buryin ' his name . 

A man go tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road - dat ' s  three things . A man go  tuh de fo ' k  
of de road an ' sometimes he gits medicine - it ' s  lak a man g o t  ' pendicitis , a 
pain on his s ide , o r  a cold . Dere ' s  a herb dat run tuh all fas t roads - s tate 
roads . Herb don ' t  go cross dat road . Got a cold any time , yo ' git dat herb , 
dat root , an ' cut it up an ' make a plas ter an ' put it on a man ' s  s ide . 

(This grows right at the road - fork o f  the road . ) 
Right cross de fo ' k  o f  de road , see . Yo ' git  dat herb an '  make a plas ter o f  

it . Yo ' take dat herb an ' cut it up , make a plas ter an ' put i t  o n  a man ' s  s ide , 
an ' move de pains out o f  a man ' s  body .  

(What is the name of the herb ?  Has it any name or not ? )  
Oh yeah . Name o f  dat root  - herb doctors use - dat ' s  black root [ probab ly 

Chaeno lobus undulatus o f  the southern U . S . A . ] 
Now , hit ' s  ' cordin ' tuh whut road it is - ' cordin ' to whut s ide o f  de road 

goin ' . Dere ' s  de road to de eas t  an ' dere ' nether tuh de  south . It  ' cordin ' to 
w�t s ide de road dat in - where yo ' meets it , see . Well , sometime de road meet 
lak dat , an ' dat ole root  goin ' cross dere . It could be  long grass - ' cordin ' to 
whut s ide de road it goin ' with . 

Now , some man might go t o  de fo ' k  o f  de road , fo ' he might be a three-fo 'k 
� - three forks , yeah , dat ' s  a man s tartin ' in , tryin ' to git  busines s .  He 
go dere sometimes to git his tricks . Dat ' s  where ah been tellin ' ' em git dere 
tricks . Ah go dere to git mah tricks . 
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[ For selling self to devil at fork of  road or crossroad , see many examples in 
SELL SELF TO THE DEVIL , pp . 9 7-lll ; also pp . S0-84 . ]  

Well , yo ' might say ,  "Well , ah kin do dis chere . Ah kin control diff ' rent 
things - man ' s  mind . Ah kin take dis gun ovah heah an ' shoot a man . "  Well , now , 
whut yo ' goin ' cure him of . Dat ' s  whut yo ' wanta find out . He cures de natch ' al 
feelin ' of  nature in man . Man is nuthin . Adam wus man ' s  nature . Well , he kill
ed de man ' s  thoughts . Yo ' git dat herb an ' yo ' kin carry it  to any woman . All 
right , now . Well , she might wanta control him .  All right , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 
drop seven drops in a half pint of  whiskey an ' shake it up an ' give it to him .  
She could control h im  - she kin make him d o  mos t  anything she wanta .  

Ah relate yo ' cases o f  anything . Now , yo ' kin take right now , ah 'm  goin ' back 
to that tree ah wus tellin ' yo ' ' bout . Dis somepin ah don ' t  tell no man ' bout , 
but bein ' as it ' s  yo ' have de idea - man try tuh learn wisdom , see . 

Ah 'm  tellin ' dis - ah tell i t  t o  yore future , see yo ' tryin ' [ to ]  learn a 
little . May benefit yo ' some day , to do in dis manner .  Nuthin in trees . Now 
dis somepin ah want chew tuh understand an ' git it . Dere ' s  a million dollahs 
_in dis - yo ' be  rich , may be de day yo ' ll git a million dollahs in money . An '  
i f  ah tell i t  tuh yo ' , yo ' got ta make a promise tuh me that yo '  won ' t  tell 
nobody .  

( I ' ll make a promise . ) 
Nevah tell no man dis . Now , ah ' m  goin ' back tuh de tree . Ah have one up 

heah right now . Any man got de asmy [ as thma ] , any man got de dropsy - swell up 
wit de asmy , swell up in his breas t . Well , now , how ah ' m  goin ' cure him of  it ?  
Dat ' s  whut chew wanta know . All right , ah go tuh dis tree . 

(This fig tree ? ) 
Ah gits a leaf off  dis fig tree : Ah takes a leaf off  dis fig tree an ' turn 

it in de s tove an ' parch it - parch dis leaf , an ' when yo ' parch dis leaf , dis 
leaf will come out in a powder . Yo ' see hops - yeah , hops yo ' git in de drug 
sto ' to snuff up de nose . Well , it  smellin ' lak hops . Yo ' kin sell it fo ' hops 
or yo ' kin use it  [ for hops ] . See , parch it . Put it in dere an ' dat leaf will 
come tuh be brown an ' s tiff  as dis heah . [Was he pointing to my black hat with 
concealed microphone? ]  Yo ' rub it in yore han ' like dat [ demons trates ] - dere 
it is , come j es '  lak powder . Well , now , whut we goin ' do with it after we parch 
it . All right , we will take an '  smoke it  like a cigarette or dey kin put it in 
a pipe . Dat will cure any asmy or  any dropsy in de world . Dat ' ll cure it . 

{That will really cure it ? ) 
Doctors [M . D . ' s ]  been tryin ' tuh find out dat thing ,  an ' dat ' s  de only treat

ment cure it - de leaf of  it . 
Now , we come back to another one . Suppose a man , see , lak now , his laig is 

swell up . Yo ' want him to use some salve - make some salve . Now what yo ' goin ' 
make de salve out of?  Goin ' 'way back heah to a hundred yeahs - ole grand-daddy 
wus learnin ' me . Now , whut we goin ' make de salve out of?  We goin ' to a elder 
bush . We goin ' git de root of de elder bush an ' we goin ' boil i t , an ' we goin ' 
take de water off  de elder bush an ' rub with it . I f  yo ' wus big as de house an ' 
yo ' wash in it , yo ' come small as dat - takes down de swellin ' .  

(Takes down all that swelling . }  
[Would this also be a weight-reduction rubbing medicine ? )  
[ The follo�ng ques tion shows that the machine had been stopped . ]  
( It  isn ' t  the moss  on the tree ? )  
No , no . Dat ' s  a little herb dat grow up . See , it  grows like a spider - wit 

all dem leaf on it . 
Den it ' s  a herb grows like a muskmelon . Yo ' know what a muskmelon is , but 

it ' s  hard one an ' yo ' gotta dig ' bout a foot an ' a half tuh git to it . 
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(And is there a fruit on it like a melon? ) 
Yeah . See , it  grows about three foot in de ground - see , wit a red tassle on 

it . I f  yo ' don ' t  know it , yo ' ll nevah find it . Yo ' go on down dere - yo ' gotta 
dig it up - grows j es '  'bout dat b ig . 

Yo ' put dem three root together an ' give it  to a man . 
Well , dere people - j es '  lak yo ' see ' em right now - lak dey believes some 

augercraft , some witchcraft . Sly-hand [ not , s leight of  hand ] man put somepin 
underneat ' dere house . Well , de ' git up in de mornin ' an ' de ' put some salt an ' 
chamber lye an ' throw it  underneat ' de house . See , dat kill de all of  ' em - kill 
de sap . See , dat wash it  away . 

Tain ' t  nuthin dey kin do 'bout bringin ' in cus tomers . Dat all ah wants tuh 
tell yo ' . But chew kin be success ful . An '  tain ' t  nuthin . Let nobody tell 'bout 
dey kin do dat or  about a han ' fo ' gamb lin ' - nuthin lak dat . But chew kin be  
success ful - dat ' s  whut chew kin be . 

Now , yo ' want find out how kin a man be  successful? A man kin be  success ful 
in dis . Yo ' kin go out dere right now an ' yo ' say , "Well , ah got a thousand 
dollars an ' de business fallin ' off  - cus tomers fallin ' off . All right , now , 
here ' s  where yo ' git chure s cheme goin ' . Everybody ' s  gone - nobody heah but de 
boss . Yo ' gi t chew fo ' loaf o f  b read an ' put a loaf of  b read in dis corner , dis 
corner , dis corner an ' dat corner . All right , yo ' put a package of salt wit dat 
b read . Dat b read an ' dat salt . He will s tart tuh eat de b read an ' will  suck de 
salt , an ' a hungry man go anywhere dat at - dat ' s  success ,  dat will b ring luck in 
yore house . Dat ' s  whut all Jews do in de ole - a thousand yeahs back .  Yo ' nevah 
would see a Jew open a place yet - well , dere one thing he put in dere is b read 
an ' salt , a loaf of b read in each corner . Dat ketch every dime dat man sending 
away - dat drawin ' trade to him . 

An '  it ' s  anothah sign . People say it ' s  bad luck to sweep dirt  out . I t  is 
not .  Yo ' kin be j es '  success ful in sweepin ' dirt out or yo ' kin sweep it in . 

---Well , now , i f  ah wus de type of man to find out 'bout it , it dis - if yo ' kin 
find out de trut ' ,  yo ' gotta s tart already . 

Yo ' watch a man walkin ' is anothah thing . Well , shuw - shush - so-an ' -so-an ' -
so . 

Well , now yo ' go home an ' ah want chew tuh b ring me three things - ah want 
chew tuh b ring me three pennies an ' ah want chew do two things . Ah want chew tuh 
make a s tep up to de do ' an ' ah want chew tuh step three foot backwards , an ' ah 
want chew tuh throw a penny in each way . Ah want chew throw it dis side , dis 
side an ' dis side , an ' keep on goin ' . But chew gotta , when yo ' steppin ' on back , 
yo ' gotta say dese words . [ They are not given - probab ly the same words as pre
viously used . ] An '  throw dose back an ' keep on goin ' . Yo ' say dis fo ' success , 
see . Yo ' ain ' t  drivin ' dat business 'way , yo ' drivin ' business  in all de time . 

Dere nevah wus a man dat could say ah give a man somepin fo ' gamb lin ' .  He 
come dere and he - he know he lyin ' . No man in de worl ' kin give yo ' nuthin fo ' 
gamblin ' - no man kin gi ' yo ' nuthin lak dat . But he kin make yo ' success ful . 

People burn de shoes in olden time - see , dat be in de ole time . People used 
tuh burn dey shoes - say it  keep hants from roun ' yo ' .  

People use shoes tuh mans talk in dere sleep in de night . 
(How do they do that? ) 

•well , ah 'm  goin ' tell yo ' now . All right , yo ' might be  a man runnin ' roun ' 
dat woman . Well , all de woman ' s  gotta do is j es '  take yore shoes an ' turn ' em 
down , upside down at de head of  de bed , an ' make yo ' talk in yore sleep - talk 
in yore sleep . 

Dere certain ways of  doin ' work . Git a man fulla whiskey an ' come home . All 
she gotta  git  a pail of  cold watah an '  put chure han ' in it an ' make yo ' talk in 
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yore sleep . 
Now heah ' s  a new one . S ' pose yo ' wus a j ealous man an ' yo ' don ' t  ' low yore 

wife tub go anywheres an ' she wanta git off  when yo ' ' s leep dere . How will she 
git off without chew wakin ' up? Dat ' s  a good one tub know . All she gotta do is 
take her b loomers an ' put it ovah de head of  de bed where yo ' s leepin ' at an ' yo ' 
couldn ' t  wake up fo ' hell till she come dere de next mawnin ' .  Jes ' take off her 
b loomer an ' put it  ovah de head of  de bed - right where yo ' s leepin ' at , right 
ovah yore head . 

Yo ' could tie him up easy . Yo ' could tie ' em dis way . Now , j es '  lak yo ' say 
right now . I f  ah seen mah wife wit anothah man an ' ah wanta tie her up . Well , 
yo ' tie ' em - tie ' em when ah wusn ' t  home wi ' dogs . How she done ? All yo ' gotta 
ketch , i f  she has a dog in heat , when he git through yo ' take a han ' chief an ' tie 
it  right round . Pull it loose , when she in heat , an ' give it to dat woman . She 
wouldn ' t  know whut it be . When dat man dere dey ' d  lo ck up j es '  lak a dog . 

(You take this handkerchie f and you wipe this dog off , and you tie a knot in 
it ? )  

Yeah , an ' when she have a interco ' se wit dat man yo ' got her . 
(You give i t  to her . How do you give it to her? ) 
See - yo ' take it j es '  lak - yo ' take it right now , yo ' give it to her , yo ' 

say ,  "Well , heah kid , hol ' dis heah fo ' me . "  She don ' t know whut it is . All 
right , when she han ' it back ,  yo ' tie i t  - tie it  an ' bury it . See . Yo ' got de 
spell ovah her - she have interco ' se wit dat man - git lo cked . 

Now , dere ' s  a way tub break it . Now , yo ' gotta break it an ' dat ' s  whut chew 
goin ' find . Yo ' know if yo ' build a house - carpenter build a house an ' he can ' t  
break it . Now , yo ' goin ' find out how yo ' break it . Heah ' s  de way de ' break it . 

All right , dey tie up . In de olden time yo ' d  have to kill de woman tub save 
de man tub git ' em loose . But chew don ' t  do dat now . All right . Yo ' goes right 
back to de woman ' s  house an ' yo ' git dis woman ' s  guardS [mens trual cloth ] . Yo ' 
take dat guard an ' yo ' boil it . All right , yo ' put it in medicine - yo ' put it  
in medi cine , milk or anythin ' an ' give it  to  her . When she drink it  an ' it go  
in her  stomach , she gives - when she give de man git  loose .  Lak yo ' take any
thin ' - right now yo ' kin take dis hat an ' squeeze it up lak dat an ' soon as ah 
turn it loose ,  it  come loose , it  gives . 

[He finally came to my old b lack hat holding concealed  microphone . This bat
tered obj ect on the tab le fas cinated so many persons in the text , I had to dis
cuss the mat ter in the INTRODUCTION and include it  in the Index - B lack hat : 
author ' s . ] 

[My s topped machine missed the following one . ] 
Dis heah man , he wus one de greates t doctors ovah dere - he makes medicine of  

diff ' rent orders . 
Yo ' kin use a woman s tockin ' or yo ' kin use a man ' s  s tockin ' , but de greates ' 

thing tub put wit that - ah kin go right now an ' pull off  mah s tockin ' s  right 
now , she kin git mah socks . We ll , now , whut she git  mah socks fo ' ?  Whut cause 
her tub git mah socks ? Now , thousands of people don ' t  know whut dat is - why 
she done it . Dey guess somepin . Well , ah know why she done it . Why? Fo ' mah 
life in mah foot - all man li fe in his foot . Every sickness  resolve from yo ' 
foot , den go up .  She got mah - see , an ' three-third mah life in mah socks from 
de sweat . Ah might be a man dat come heah - she got mah whole sense . All right . 
She take mah sweat - mahself . All right . She git some nails , she goin ' git mah 
watah - put it  in a little bottle wit dem rus ty nails . Put it in de bottle an ' 
sew it up . All right , she carry it to de cemetery an ' bury it  - take it right  
dere , bury it . Well , now whut she  done . She got three- thirds of  mah li fe . But 
she can ' t  do it in socks dat washed - she gotta do dat wit de dirty socks , dat 
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ain ' t  got  in de wash . She git it an ' carry it dere . Now , whut she done it  fo ' ?  
She does it to control me . Ah might be  a mean man in de house , see . Ah might 
be a man dat gamble , dat don ' t  bring no money home . Well , now , when ah goes dere 
ah gotta take care of mah own home . She say ,  "Ah , tuh hell wit chew . Yo ' kin go 
but yo ' l l come back . " 

See , j es '  lak - take de woman right now . De woman kin - yo ' kin be layin ' 
down an ' she kin take hair off  yo ' an ' kin control yo ' .  Any hair - hair off yore 
haid , hair off anywhere an ' kin control yo ' .  

(How would she do that? ) 
Well , ah 'm  goin ' tell yo ' now . See , she tak� de hair off  yo ' .  All right . 

She take three cards out de deck - deck of  cards . Now , ah 'm  goin ' find out whut 
deck of cards dis is . All right . She take de ace of  spades , she take king of 
spades ,  an ' she takes de j ack of  spades . 

(Why does she take those particular cards ? Any reason? ) 
Dere ' s  a reason tuh take dem cards . Well , ah 'm  goin ' tell yo ' de reason ' bout 

dem cards . Ace of spades is enemies .  King of spades is a ruler . Why ah say 
king of spades a ruler . Fo ' de king of spades got mo ' s tars on den any card in 
de deck . Dat come from one de ole folk 'way back . He wus one de wisest man an ' 
he wus a black man an ' ' he had mo ' s tars den anythin ' else . Jack of  spades rep
resents de devil - Luci fer . He got so powahful in heaven , he thought he could 
rule . An '  he wus de pretties t thing in heaven . God g ave him powah an ' throw 
him out - dat Jack of Spade . Well , each one dem cards represents somepin . 

She take dem cards an ' take yore hair an ' puts it  in de bottle wit some of  
yore water , dem needles , dem pin an ' yore [ rus ty ]  nails . Take i t  an ' put it in 
yore pillah . I f  she don ' t  want him ,  she will take it to any hydrant anywhere 
[ and empty it ] . Take dem cards an ' put dem cards in de pillah - sew dem up in 
de pillah lak womens do de cotton . Well , dat ' s  [ cotton is ] whut dey will use 
round dat [ cards in the pillow] . Put chure name an ' yore heart dere . Take dat 
bottle - an ' yo ' could be in Germany . All she would do to get word from yo ' ,  git 
dat bottle - she wanta see yo ' , she shake it . An ' yo ' can ' t  keep s till to save 
yore li fe . Yo ' comin ' home . 

See , dat ' s  nuthin but spirits . Why ah say dat? Ah know it . Why , ah ' ve had 
it done to me , see . But by me bein ' so smart , ah ketch it . But ah - ah didn ' t  
know she even done i t  till she ' s  dead . An '  when she died , de woman ' s  brothah 
down dere - her brothah right down heah - Johnny Pierce is how ah know it . Ah 
didn ' t  know she had done it but den ah ' d  married her . One day after , after she 
dead , sittin ' down dere ah cut de pillah open an ' dere wus dem cards . An ' ah git 
to searchin ' . "Well , if  de cards dere , de bottle is somewheres round . "  An ' ah 
found de bottle in mah dirty clothes basket wit mah name an ' all dere . Den it 
come back to me - say ,  "Yes , den ah wus tPicked. She could control me . Whut ah 
didn ' t  do , ah done it - she done it . "  

(Thinks he is  talking to the dead? ) 
Yeah , think he ' s  talkin ' to de dead . 
[ Informant knew about tri ck only because his brother-in-law had dreamt about 

it - the reason for my question . ]  
(But he isn ' t? )  

�' h e  talkin ' t o  thoughts in his haid . 
(What kind of  thoughts? ) 
De three thoughts he got in his haid - de three ideas - three minds he got in 

his haid . He ' s  talkin ' to dem . A man ' s got 366 cylinders in his haid . A wise 
man is got three plates in his haid . He ' s  talkin ' to thoughts . He ' s  figurin ' 
evil thoughts - figurin ' good things . He mappin ' it  out tuh see whut would take 
de best holt . Dat ' s  why he rise befo ' de sun ,  see . Man got a certain time . Yo ' 



1138 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

find out doctors [what kind? ] .  
I f  a man s teals from you , dat ' s  fortuneteller work , but ah nevah heard nuthin 

tuh make him bring it back .  But ah seen things an ' done things whut would cause 
de Jews an ' de Greeks - gotta rise befo ' de day . An ' dat one particular thing -
dat ' s  whut causes succes s ful . People s ays de Jew is a lucky man , an '  de Greeks . 
Dey ain ' t no mo ' lucky den de American man but he believes in signs . He believes 
in lis tenin ' .  Yo ' nevah find a Greek in de mawnin ' when he git up or when he go 
to his busines s place - yo ' nevah will see him to start in ' thout [without ] 
lookin ' back . Dat de firs t thing he do . When he gits to his do ' he bound tuh 
wheel back . Why he wheel back? He wheel back to keep de enemy from ketchin ' his 
eyes goin ' in , fo ' he believes in s igns . 

Why do a man put salt in each one de corners of  his house?  I t ' s  lucky . 
Wal , ah heard talk about dat . Ah nevah did trail a black cat or think about 

it . Ah heard talk ' bout it but knowin ' it personally , ah nevah did tried it . 
But tain ' t  but one thing ah evah know whut we have use in mah country fo ' signs -
of  de bat , de flyin ' bat . We shot bats down an ' got de heart out an ' use it as 
a lucky bone - one runnin ' from de heart down wit two fo ' ks on it . [A bat is not 
a bird and does not have a bone wit �o fo 'ks on i t  - a bone resemb ling a wish
bone . ]  We boys used tuh use dat as a lucky bone - killed de bat an ' cut him 
open . Take dat bone out from his ear down - called de frog bone . An '  we totes 
dat an ' sends dat in di ff ' rent places fo ' luck . 

Ah kin set down heah right now an ' yo ' kin write a lettah , an ' when dat lettah 
git dere - ah git de lettah all right . Ah carry it an ' hand it  to de db ator or 
yo ' bring it to me . 

Well , now ah want somepin done wit chew . Might have some cause ' gins t chew . 
Might owe yo ' some money an ' ah want git  chew out mah way , git  chew from worryin ' 
me . 

All ah gotta do , take dat lettah an ' resolve it  good in anything - ah resolve 
it in alcohol , resolve it in whiskey . Ah wet dat lettah good an ' den let dat 
lettah git dry . Den draw yore pitchure on dere an ' wrap it up an ' carry it  to de 
cemetery . In two or three days time yo ' ll be daid . 

Some peoples use eggs from de b lack hen - of de black hen as a bad luck token 
tuh drive people away . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Well , dey goes where de hen at an ' git de black hen aig an ' bus t i t  up on de 

do ' .  
( That will drive them away . )  
Drive ' em away . 
Dere ' s  three di ff ' rent lines on dat . Yo ' wanta know to make ' em live dis

graceful in de home . Well , yo ' kin take a frog - yo ' takes de frog an ' yo ' feed 
him on whut we calls shots . 

(From a gunshell? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' take him an ' feed him .  Well , now yo ' want him - yo ' don ' t want dis 

woman an ' man together . Yo ' git ' em to have a argument an ' fight , disputin ' all 
de time . Well , yo ' take dis woman ' s  name an ' yo ' bury dis woman ' s  name under de 
sill of  de do ' .  Take dis man ' s  name an ' yo ' pack ' em in dis frog , an ' yo ' drop 
dis frog an ' �urn ' em loose in de house , an ' dey ' ll nevah live happy . 

(What do you drown [ drop ] the frog in? ) 
In whiskey an ' turn ' em loose . Dey nevah will be happy . 
( Is  the frog dead? ) 
Live frog . 
(Well , after you put him in the whiskey - is he dead then , or drunk or what ? )  
No , he j es '  git drunk . Yo ' drops him den an ' turn him loose . He don ' t be ' s  
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dead . Yo ' drops - see , he ' ll be wanderin ' all de time , he ' ll nevah git sober . 
An ' dis man will keep a wanderin ' mind all ovah de earth . Nuthin will evah 
satisfy him .  

(You said there are three sands of the earth . And you said they had different 
colors and all that sort of thing . )  

Ye-ah . Now , dere ' s  three sands of  de earth . De top sand is dark red , de next 
sand is red an ' 

·
de bottom sand is white . 

Now , in comin ' back to facts , whut dem sands represent?  Dem sands represent 
de Son ,  de Father an ' de Holy Ghos t .  Now , why if  a man git cut - ah git  cut an ' 
yo ' git cut . How could dey tell de diff ' rence in us blood . Yo ' s  a flesh man an ' 
ah ' m a flesh man . Why de doctors could tell de diff ' rence in blood? Could tell 
de white blood from de dark - from de black man ' s  blood . Fo ' blood is pure . Yo ' 
take de colored man ' s  blood - if he gits cut , his blood clogs wit a dark cream 
ovah it . It ' s  dark , de color . When a white man gits cut , his blood runs . Why 
ah s ay his blood runs , his blood clog ; but it clog wit a cream - a light cream
lookin ' color ovah it . De longer mah blood run , de darker it gits . Dat from de 
three sands . God s ay ,  "Dat is how ah paved de way fo ' yo ' • Ah 'm go in ' give yo ' 
powah to name everything on de earth . " 

Well , we goes dere right now , we see de s and is dark - dat sand out dere is 
dark . De next s and is yallah an ' de next  is white . Why de white sand? Fo ' no 
man , from de beginnin ' .  Who wus de firs t man? Whut color Adam wus ? Wus Adam 
a white man or red man? Adam wus a red man . Dat where de white man come from -
where de black man come from . God didn ' t  made but one man . Dat wus Adam . An ' 
if  Adam wus a red man , where did de white man come from? Where de black man come 
from? 

(Where did they come from? ) 
Well , now , de black man come from a cuss [ curse ] . De white man come from de 

sun dat b leach his color . But yet Ham an ' Sheum wus two brothers . But Ham wus 
cussed [ cursed ] , dat whut cause him tuh be black . But dey wus two brothers . 
Shem wus a ole bettin ' boy an ' he come tuh be lighter .  Well , who wus Adam ' s  
chile? Who wus Adam ' s  chile? Dat ' s  why man have tuh pay de earth . He use it 
to make him lucky . See , dat where dat fig tree come in . God cussed de tree . De 
fig tree will bear but it will nevah b loom . Dat tree is one de greates t things 
in de world . 

(End of 1 2 36 . ) 

CUSTODIAN OF A SHRINE 

YO ' GOTTA USE SAINTS 
[FOR] C�OREDS AND �ITES 

YO ' GOTTA USE SAINTS 
CUZ DEY DON 'T BELIEVE IN NUTHIN ELSE BUT SAINTS 

• 

ST. ROSALIE, SHE 'S DE MONEY QUEEN • • •  
SHE 'S A SAINT DAT SHE HAD SO MUCH MONEY 
SHE DIDN 'T KNOW WHUT TUH DO WIT IT • • •  

IF YO ' HAS A PLACE OF BUSINESS [A SHRINE] 
YO ' HA VE HER PICTURE IN IT • • •  

NAIL IT RIGHT UP DERE OVAH DE CHIMLEY 
WIT JESUS, MARY AN ' JOSEPH • • •  

HA VE DEBE PICTURES ALL IN ROTATION 
IF ANYBODY COME TUH YO ' 
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JIB ' LET 'EM MAKE DE SIGN OF DE CROSS 
AN ' ASK HER TUH HE 'P 'EM • • •  IF DEY WILL 

I CAIN 'T ANSWER [ FOR ] DERE WILL • • •  
SHE DON 'T HE 'P YO ' FO ' NUTHIN BUT MONEY AND SICKNESS 

YO ' ALWAYS MAKE 'EM LEA VE  A PENNY OR NICKEL • • •  
JIB ' DE SAME AS DIS TRAY, DIS TRAY HEAH [A UTHOR 'S CIGAR TRAY ]  

AN ' TELL 'EM DAT 'S FO ' ST . ROSALIE 
AN ' DON 'T NEVAH SPEND DAT MONEY • • •  

JIB ' GIVE IT TO DE SICK AN ' DE BLIND • • •  
DEY GOIN ' PAY YO ' FO ' 

WHUT CHEW DOIN ' FO ' DEM SEPARATE 
BUT DAT PENNY IS FO ' DE POAH 

AH [ALSO ] USES DE GUARDI 'N ANGEL • • •  
DEM DE ONLY SAINTS DAT AH 'M USIN ' 

ALGIERS , LOUI SIANA 

ISt . Luak brought me this  woman , cus todian of a shrine ; then , after she became 
frightened and refused to see me , brought her back again - see my comment made 
immediately following our conversation . Here indeed was a woman in need , other
wise she would not have returned . The title quotations tell me how to build and 
operate a shrine . Her five saints on picture cards - which include Jesus and 
Guardian Angel - are nailed in a horizontal row across the chimney and somewhat 
above the mantelpiece , so  that under each can s tand a candles tick with proper 
colored candle . This is the altar , this is the shrine - a simple one . Either 
on the mantelpiece or a nearby table would be  the free-will-offering tray , in 
which each worshiper puts a small coin as a gift to the poor from the saint . For 
more elaborate shrines , see pp . 7 70- 787 ; also other shrines , A WOMAN AND HER THREE 
SAINTS and BEER FOR ST . PETER - CIGAR FOR ST . ANTHONY . I like her word co lore ds 
as a mate for whites . Informant 1598 is on cylinders El71 : 3-El82 : 9  = 3004-3015 . ]  

To break up a person , yo ' git  a piece of  hers [her handkerchief ] , j is '  ' bout 
wide as a man ' s  pocketbook , an ' yo ' s tart from de cornahs of it an ' yo ' write  de 
names . 

(His name? ) 
If  it ' s  him or  her [ take his or  her handkerchief ] . Now , if  it ' s  de man yo ' 

wanta break him up , yo ' must write his name firs t . When yo ' [ get ] to de centah 
of  dat han ' chief an ' yo ' start from de cornah of dis - yo ' know , de fo ' cornahs 
of  it . 

(Here ' s  the handkerchief , here [prob ab ly my Numb ers Book ] . ) 
Yeah . See , yo ' s tart his name right dere [ demons t rates ] .  
(At that corner , the upper left-hand corner , and come down to the center . )  
An '  yo ' write it j is ' to de centah , an ' yo ' s tart ovah at dis cornah an ' write 

it to de centab . 
(The upper right-hand corner and come down to the center . )  
Den yo ' turn dat yellah [unbleached ] cotton , j is '  a b ran ' -new piece of  cotton 

dat come out de s to ' , yo ' know , dat nevah wus used - nobody nevah had it but de 
sto ' . Den yo ' start at dis end . 

(You begin again at the upper left-hand corner and come down to the center . )  
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Yes . Come down to de centah . Den yo ' s tart ovah heah . 
(Then you s t art at the upper right-hand corner and come b ack to the center . )  
Come b ack to de centah .  When yo ' have all dat wrote , yo ' take dis cornah an ' 

fold it  towards yo ' .  
(Take the upper left-hand corner and fold it down to the middle . )  
Yeah . Den yo ' take dis an ' yo ' fold it . 
(You take the upper right-hand corner and fold it down to the middle . )  
Yeah . Den yo ' take dis one an ' yo ' fold it  to de middle . 
(Then take the lower right-hand corner and fold it to the middle . )  
Take dis one an ' fold it  to de middle . 
(Take the lower left-hand corner and fold it to the middle . )  
Yeah . An ' git chew nine bran ' -new needles an ' yo ' put ' em  in . Yo ' s tart at 

dis cornah an ' yo ' turn it in an ' put three b ran ' -new needles , an ' yo ' turn dis 
cornah an ' yo ' put three bran ' -new needles , [ and] yo ' turn dis cornah an ' yo ' put 
three bran ' -new needles . Yo ' see , yo ' don ' t use but nine needles . Den yo ' git 
three b ran '  new pins . 

(Where are you going to put thos e  three brand-new pins , now? ) 
Right in dis cornah . 
(That other lower corner . )  
Yeah . Dat three needles to dis corner , three needles dere an ' three heah . 
(You have three in the upper left-hand corner , three in the upper right-hand 

corner and three in the lower lef t-hand corner , and in the lower right-hand 
corner you put three pins . And you turn all the points in to the center . )  

Yes . Den yo ' gits some red peppah an ' Epson s alts on each place , an ' yo ' kin 
bury it , bury it . I f  yo ' cain ' t  bury it , yo ' take hit an ' burn it . Set  it afiah 
an ' yo ' put two little pinches of ashes . An ' aftah yo ' put dat ashes to dat , 
well yo ' turn b ack to de eas t , goin ' tuh de wes t .  Dat person won ' t  s tay roun ' 
dat place . De person yo ' wanta will walk outa dat place . 

[ She now gives another method . ]  
Now , yo ' use de hot-foot po�der. Yo ' see if dey comes in dat place , dey ain ' t  

goin ' in dat place no mo ' .  Yo ' kin b reak ' em up . 
Well , if yo ' wanta j ob or have los t a j ob ,  yo ' write de b os s  name nine times 

an ' put chure name on de top of his name , yore boss name , an ' cinnamon , s ugah -
yo ' write on a piece o f  papah . Yo ' fold i t  up into a piece o f  pap ah  an ' yo ' have 
maybe a s aucer or anything on dat piece of papah an ' yo ' goin ' light a candle . 
Dere one candle dey burn all day long , den yo ' git b ack on de j ob .  

(What color candle? )  
White . 
I f  yo ' see anybody in a j ob an ' yo ' cain ' t git ' em  out de j ob .  Well , yo ' git 

chew a new j ar - yo ' git  chew a bran ' -new j ar .  
(A glas s  j ar? ) 
A glass j ar ,  an ' yo ' git chew some wine an ' yo ' git  chew a bottle o f  Coleman 

mus tard an ' yo ' put in dis j ar an ' yo ' read de 109 th P salms o f  David ovah dat fo ' 
three days . 

(At any parti cular time during the day? ) 
Jis ' de time he s tart on dis j ob till he continue . I f  he s tart a t  nine 

a ' clock , well den de nex ' day s tart at nine a ' clock agin . An '  don ' t spill it , 
y�' unders tan ' , don ' t let it drop on de floor . Yo ' read ovah dat three times 
an ' yo ' give dat to de party wheresomevah dat person s tays . Yo ' let ' em b us t  
dat j ar .  An '  dat person workin ' in dat j ob he ' s  go in ' - dey gon ' a fiah him . 
Now , de people workin ' dem lights , yo ' see , dey git de j ob .  

[ I f  a man loses his j ob . ]  Yo ' keep a ' burning dos e  candles , yo ' unders tan ' ,  
an ' yo ' goes tuh s ee him [ the b oss ] , an ' [ also burn ]  incense .  I t ' s  a powder dey 
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calls de contro l powdah . Well , yo ' walk up to de boss an ' yo ' have a lit tle dab 
on yore han ' s  an ' yo ' say - if dey sell it , yo ' j es '  kin git it from any Cracker
j ack Drug Store , an ' dey ' ll give it to ' em [you] . Yo ' powdah yo ' self up an ' go 
to de boss . Well , he be g lad tub see him .  He ' s  gon ' a  put dem back tub work yo ' 
unders tan ' • 

Now , i f  a man ' s  lookin ' fo ' a j ob an ' he cain ' t  find no j ob ,  yo ' git chew a 
piece of  John de Conker root , an ' yo ' git  chew s ome cinnamon an ' yo ' git some 
Three Kings - dat ' s  in a bottle . Dat ' s  a perfume , de Three Kings . [ There is 
also Three Kings oi l ,  p .  7 2 8 . 1 An '  yo ' git a piece of  shammy an ' yo ' make a 
little sack ,  a little bag an ' s ew i t  up very careful . [ This i s  a hand for a 
j ob . ] Give ' em a little vial of dis Three Kings an ' bury it in his pocketbook , 
one dose little ten- cent pocketbooks . He kin put dat in dere an ' let nobody 
tech dat . 

( I f  anybody touched it  what would happen? ) 
Well , i f  anybody touch it , yo ' may not have luck . If  everybody touch dat he 

won ' t  have luck wit it - dat ' s  fo ' him .  Yo ' see , if ah give yo ' dis , it ' s  fo ' 
�' an ' every mawnin ' befo ' he go  look fo ' a j ob ,  drop a few drops of  dis Three 
Kings on dere , on de little bag yo ' makin ' . [ This is feeding the hand. ] 

(This little bag is put into the pocketbook? ) 
Yeah , an ' he keeps dat in his pocket an ' den when he go  look fo ' a j ob - an ' 

he suppos ed tub git a j ob ' tween [within] nine mawnin ' s .  
(You get this bottle of  Three Kings . You don ' t  put that in the chamois bag . 

The chamois is j us t  a bag with nothing in it? ) [ The bag is not empty . ]  
Yeah , it ' s  a bag - yo ' git  cinnamon , yo ' git John de Conker root an ' yo ' s ew 

dat up in dere , in dat b ag .  
(Then I anoint that bag with this perfume? ) 
Every mawnin ' a few drops . 
(What would you do for luck in gambling? )  
In gamblin ' yo ' takes an ' git  chew s ome whi te lodes tone an ' us e dat dere kinda 

shammy bag , too . Yo ' git white lodestone , yo ' git John de Conker root , but be  
sure when yo ' git  de  whi te lodes tone dat  yo ' git  de  pulverized lodes tone , de 
powdah . Yo ' sew de shammy bag up - j is '  make it a bundle lak dis [ demons trates ] .  

(Jus t a small bag . ) 
Dat ' s  used in de pocketbook , too . Sew i t  up an ' aftah yo ' git it  sewed up -

yo ' put dis powdahs in dere [before you s ew] . Yo ' put pulverize lodes tone - yo ' 
fixin ' it  fo ' a woman cuz womens gambles mo ' so den mens - den yo ' put de he 
lodestone in dere . An '  if yo ' fixin ' i t  fo ' a man , yo '  put a she lodes tone in 
it , an ' yo '  put one piece of  John de Conker root in that , too . That ' s  a gamb lin ' 
han ' .  An '  yo ' put j is ' ab out a pinch of  sugah in dat gamb lin ' han ' an ' yo ' put 
cinnamon in dat gamb lin ' han ' - j is '  a little pinch yo ' know , yo ' don ' t  have tub 
have no great big whole lot of it . When yo ' git  all dis in dat gamb lin ' han ' yo ' 
sews it up , an ' aftah yo ' sew it  - sew dis heah bag up - yo ' git  ess ence of  gera
nium . See , an ' yo ' ' noint dat bag de same as yo ' ' noint wit dat Three Kings , wit 
dat es s ence of  geranium . Yo ' kin sell dat to any man - yo ' kin sell it  fo ' whut 
chew want . Yo ' want $ 50 fo ' it , yo ' kin ask $ 50 fo ' it  an ' yo ' kin guarantee 
it - see , cuz dat goin ' bring luck to him in gamblin ' . 

Yo ' git  chew - it ' s  a bluein ' from de Crackerj ack Drug Sto ' . 
(What? ) • 

Bluein ' , an ' yo ' mix yo ' up a tub of watah , gits a whole tub . Yo ' gits yo ' 
ten cents of  cinnamon . Yo ' s crub from de tub cuz dat s aves yore ingredients , 
yo ' won ' t  was te it so much . Git chew ten cents of  bluein ' an ' gits ten cents of  
cinnamon an ' ten cents o f  John de Conker powdah . An ' yo ' git  de - yo ' know dis 
codfish whut we make balls , yo ' boil dat an ' yo ' use de watah offa dat an ' put 
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dat in dat tub of watah . An ' git  chew , git van-van , git chew a bottle of van
van an '  put j is '  as much as yo ' lak in de tub , an '  one quart of  beer , an '  s tir 
it all aroun ' good . 

Now , lak yo ' see , dat ' s  de s tep s . 
(Coming into the house? ) 
Yes . Yo ' s tart from dat bottom step , eithah yo ' t ake some of dat watah an '  

i f  it ' s  a s idewalk out dere , take yore broom an ' yo ' mop from dis corner of dat 
s idewalk , den yo ' come in dis way , yo ' see , den yo ' come up yore steps 
[ demons trates ] .  

(You begin at the le ft-hand and come in and then you begin at the right of the 
s idewalk and come in like that . Then you come up the steps . )  

Sho ' . Den yo ' go up de steps . Now yo ' git at de steps an '  if  i t ' s  a po ' ch ,  
yo ' s t art at dis end o f  de po ' ch an '  yo ' come to dat do ' [ demonstrates ] . 

(You come from the le ft end of  the porch , come to the middle of  the door , 
then you go to the right-hand s ide of  the porch and come [back ]  t o  the door . ) 

Yes . Now , di s is yore b arroom , or dis is yore gamblin ' place , or dis is yore 
fish room - yo ' know , any kinda bus iness . Yo ' start from di s cornah 
[ demons trates ] .  

(You s t art from the left-hand corner . )  
Yes . Yo ' go b ack disaway , go to dis cornah . 
(You g o  b ack to the le ft-b ack corner . )  
Yeah . Now , yo ' come dis away . 
(Then you come over to the right corner . )  
Den right in di s room - yo ' place dis cornah an ' draw yore watah right up in 

de middle of it . 
(You come from each corner into the center of  the room - that [ i s ] the idea .  

Begin at that le ft-hand corner right at  the door , come into the [ center of  the ] 
room ; the [le ft ] b ack corner and come into the room , that [ right front ] corner 
and come into the center of the room , and that [ right b ack] corner and come into 
the center of  the room? ) 

Yes . Yo ' end up right heah , right in de centah o f  de room .  Dat keeps yore 
bus ines s  dere . An '  dat brings yore business  up , too . I f  yo ' s crub lak dat , it  
carryin ' yo ' business on up . 

I f  yo ' got enemies aroun ' and yo ' want ' em from roun ' dere ? 
( So they won ' t  come there , you see . )  
Yes . Well , yo ' git chew two black hen aigs , b e  shore dey ' s  black hen aigs . 

Yo ' git chew some ink - if yo ' know dey enemies name , unders tand . 
( I f  it ' s  the law ' s  name , you put that on there too? ) 
Put dat on dere . An '  den when he pass yore place or anything , yo ' take an ' 

yo ' wri te his name dis away on de aig - his name lak dat [ demons trates ] . 
(Write it around the top of  the egg . )  [ The egg is verti cal , large end up . ]  
Then yo ' turn roun ' [ hold the egg hori zontally ] an ' yo ' write i t  crossways 

nine times - cro s s  de aig all de way roun ' , all de way roun ' cross  de aig nine 
times . Yo ' do dat tuh two hen aigs . Now , yo ' gotta know a pullet aig an '  a 
roos ter aig , yo ' unders tand? 

(How do you tell the difference? ) 
. Yo ' see a roos ter aig is a very large aig at  de top an ' a pullet aig come 

kinda small an ' slender , an '  i t  gotta be j is '  small aigs . Well , dey mos ' come 
small , an '  de roos ter aig easy tub see . Co ' s e dey got big pullet aigs too , but 
mos ' ' em small . So dere be no mis take i f  dey don ' t  know de di ff ' rence , let it  be  
two black hen aigs . 

[ A  roos ter egg i s  not laid by a roos ter but an egg that will hatch a rooster . 
Many o f  these belie fs will be  found in FA CI ,  2 e d . , p .  7 4 .  Here are a few : "An 
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egg with a dark-colored shell will hatch a roos ter ; an egg with a light-colored 
shell will hatch a pullet" ( 1866) . "The shape of an egg determines its sex : 
long eggs hatch roos ters , short eggs hatch pullets ; flat eggs hatch roos ters , 
round eggs hatch pullets ; s lim eggs hatch roos ters , fat eggs hatch pullets ; and 
pointed eggs hatch roosters , s tumpy or b lunt eggs hatch pullets" ( 1866) . "The 
s ize of  an egg determines its sex :  large eggs hatch roos ters , small eggs hatch 
pullets" ( 1867 ) . ]  

( Is it  better to get two roos ter eggs i f  you can? ) 
Yeah , if  yo ' kin . 
( I f  you can ' t ,  it  doesn ' t  make any difference? ) 
It  make no diff ' rence . 
I f  de law pass  yore place , yo ' see , yo ' always have a [ prepared egg ] ' bout 

yo ' s elf .  When he pass  yore place , yo ' bus t  dat behin ' his heel [ naturally you 
wait  unt il he is far enough away and does not know what you are doing ] . An '  git  
chew a brand-new broom ,  dat no one nevah use - always keep one settin ' up in de 
cornah of  yore place , yo ' unders tan ' . 

(Why is that? ) 
Dat nobody nevah use an ' if  yo ' find dere ' s  a enemy lak yorn [ yours ] comin ' 

roun ' yore place , yo ' git  chew a han ' fulla salt , cookin ' salt , an ' git  chew a 
clear bucket of  watah an ' throw i t  right behin ' his heel an ' sweep as [ pretend] 
yo ' sweepin ' .  He ' ll nevah come nowhere roun ' dat place . 

(What do you do with that egg when i t  broke? ) 
Yo ' throw it behin ' de law .  Yo ' know de law ' s  workin ' on mos ' any place yo ' 

know , an ' dat law ' s  passin '  an ' yo ' know he ' s  spottin ' [ spying ] aroun ' . When he 
passes , j is '  have somebody dere an ' j is '  throw it behin ' him , an ' dat drives him 
further an ' further away from yore bus iness . 

(You don ' t  do anything with that egg that was broken , then? ) 
No , j is '  leave it  s t ay there . 
(You don ' t  use the new broom on that? ) 
No , yo ' j is '  throw de aig . 
(I 'm in a house and they want to move me out of  there . Is there something I 

can do so that they can ' t  move me out of  there? ) 
Yes • • •  let it be that square . 
[What happened? ] 
( I  didn ' t  unders tand . You write those three names on each brick or j us t  one 

brick? You said you were us ing these red bricks , weren ' t  you? ) 
No , ah ' ll tell yo ' ' b out de bricks . Yo ' write dat papah lak ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' .  
(Let ' s  begin at the beginning . You get that piece of brown paper , you say? } 
Yes , an ' write dey name three times . Write yorn three t imes . 
(Write your own name? ) 
Three times he ah , three times dere an ' three times dere . An '  yo ' git  s ome 

granulated sugah . 
(You write the name three times from each corner down into the center . All 

right . )  
An '  yo ' git  chew some pulverize , granulated sugah an ' yo ' put j is '  a little 

bit in dere wit cinnamon an ' yo ' fold dat papah [ demons trates ] ,  "In de Name of 
de Father" - �e , dat ' s good , good fo ' yo ' self , yo ' wouldn ' t  do good fo ' anybody 
else . Yo ' fold dat papah , "In de Name of de Father , de S on an ' de Holy Ghos t . "  

(While you are folding each of  these corners into the center , you say ,  "In 
the Name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Ghos t . " ) 

Yes . An '  aftah yo ' git  it  folded up nice - yo ' kin fold it in de cornahs , 
but chew kin fold it  small lak dis aftah yo ' git  de cornahs folded . Now ,  yo ' 
turn it  roun ' small as yo ' want , yo ' see . Now , yo ' git  these  fo ' bricks . 
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(You ge t four red bricks . )  
Fo ' red bricks . Yo ' write dat in dat same manner .  
(You write your own name in the same manner ,  that is three times in each 

corner to the center , and write it on each o f  the four bricks . )  
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Now , yo ' don ' t have tub put no sugah on de bricks cuz it ain ' t  gon ' a  s tay on 
de bricks , yo ' see . Den yo ' take dis little bit of sugah an ' s tuff an ' yo ' roll 
it in a small piece of papah , an ' yo ' git chew a piece of newspapah or any othah 
kind of papah an ' aftah yo ' fix dem , yo ' sew ' em  in a cloth . Yo ' evah seed a 
place wit a brick behin ' de do ' sewed in a nice silk cloth ? Yo ' sew dem bricks 
up in a nice piece of cloth an ' yo ' put one in each corner of yore building , 
ins ide of de house . 

(Like a doors top . )  
Yeah , j is '  lak a do ' s top . Yo ' kin git a beautiful piece of cloth an ' j is '  

sew dat up in each corner an ' set dat in de corner . Wit dat brick dere yo ' ll 
sho ' not be moved . 

(That brick is that you won ' t  be moved out of  that house , but you have to put 
this package on each one of those bricks ? )  

Put dat package on each one dem bricks . 
(And the landlord can ' t  move you out o r  no one can move you out . ) 
No one cain ' t  come an ' move yo ' out dat house . 
Yo ' git  a toadfPOg , a live one though , an ' yo ' write that landlord name on 

there nine times , on a piece of papah , on a small piece o f  thin papah lak a 
cigarette papah , an ' yo ' write dat landlord ' s  name on dat cigarette papah . Ah 
could use dat cigaret te papah - nine times . I f  it  de boss dat doin ' de collect
ing , yo ' write de woman ' s  name down firs t an ' put his ' n  on top of  it , yo ' under
stan ' , an ' den yo ' git chew a little bit  of cayenne � d  peppah [ to dis tinquish 
it from garden red peppers ] .  

(Whose second name do you write down ? Do you write the landlord ' s  or do you 
write his wife ' s  name down? ) 

Yeah . 
( I f  the wife own ' s  the house , you put her name down ? )  
I f  de wife do de co llecting - d e  one dat d o  de co llectin ' , yo ' put that name 

on the top . An '  yo ' write dat name down nine times , an ' yo ' git  de cayenne 
peppah , an ' yo ' fold dat little piece of papah up right good . An '  aftah yo ' fold 
it up good , yo ' have somebody but - cuz yo ' gotta turn him [ the frog ] loose in 
dat house when yo ' leave , an ' don ' t  look back . An '  yo ' make that frog swallow 
this cigaret te papah with this cayenne peppah . An '  yo ' git chew some wine , don ' t  
care if it 1 s sour wine or wine dat ' s  good fo ' liquor  - git  de wine an ' yo ' drops 
three drops in dis frog mouth an ' yo ' turn de frog loose in de left corner of dat 
house , j is '  turn him loose . An '  ' fore yo ' leave out dere - yo ' s tart from de 
back cuz yo ' see yo ' gotta come out de front an ' lock de do ' .  Yo ' s tart at de 
left-hand in de house an ' yo ' _turn dat frog loose in dere , an ' if he don ' t  hop 
aroun ' in dere , yo ' git  a stick an ' punch him aroun ' an ' make him hop from de 
le ft corner to de right corner in all de rooms in de house . Make him go right 
round to each of the rooms in the house until he hop tub de do ' - befo ' yo ' leave 
from dere - cuz yo ' cain ' t go back in dere yo ' see . An ' when he hop all roun ' de 
do '� dat ' s  all right . Yo ' kin go 'way an ' leave de house . Nobody will nevah 
s tay in dat house . 

(But you must be sure that frog is out o f  the house before you leave ? )  
Yes , because if  yo ' leave h im  in dere , whosomevah g i t  in dere he ' ll s tay in 

dere , yo ' see . But de lan ' lord will nevah [ be ]  ab le tub rent dat house no mo ' -
it be no good . 

Why , yo ' kin fiah a man off his j ob wit a frog . Yo ' git  a toad�og an ' yo ' 
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kin take one half a pod o f  garlic , a small one , which yo ' know is s omepin in 
[ b ecause you can smell i t ] , an ' yo ' t ake a li ttle b i t  of  red peppah s eed . Red 
peppah is hell , ah ' m tellin ' yo ' - ' s cuse de word - it raises S am [ a  name for 
the devil] . Yo ' take dis lit tle cayenne peppah an ' yo ' use a little b i t  o f  that 
cayenne peppah an '  yo ' take an ' write dis boss name an ' anybody ' s  name yo ' want 
roun ' dat j ob ,  an ' yo ' go in de place an ' turn him loose in dere . Yo ' kin fiah 
him off  de j ob or yore boss wi ll fiah yo ' .  

(What do you write that name on? You write it on a piece o f  paper? ) 
Well , ah always try tuh use a kinda parchment papah - yo ' buy dat o f f  de 

Crackerj ack Drug Sto ' . Wri te it nine times . See , _all de evi l work is nine 
t imes . 

(This paper i s  put in the frog ' s  mouth with this pepper and the half pod o f  
garlic . )  

Yes , put i t  [ the frog ] in a lit tle papah bag an ' carry him on yore j ob or 
carry him in yore lunch . Yo ' ain ' t  parti cular whether he come up dere or not . 
But yo ' wants tuh git dis man off his j ob ,  yo ' see . 

Yo ' kin take a red onion . I f  dere anybody yo ' wanta put travelin ' ,  yo ' kin 
git  rid of ' em ,  but yo ' gotta be sho ' it ' s  a red onion yo ' s ee , an ' write dere 
names nine times . Yo ' cut i t  right where dat sprout comes up where onions grow . 
I f  i t  ain ' t  got no sprout , yo ' j is '  cut de top o f f  de onion , yo ' unders tan ' ,  an '  
yo ' b e  sho ' yo ' plug dat inside out so yo ' goin ' put it back . Yo ' shove dis name 
down in dere wit red peppah , salt , gumbo filet , an ' nine paradis e seeds , an ' bury 
it right at de fo ' k  of a road . Dis is de road , de main road , an ' one goin ' dis 
way an ' one goin ' dat way - yo ' bury it right in de fo ' k  of  de road . An '  dey 
walk o f f  an '  peop le nevah see ' em  no mo ' .  

(After you put that s tuff down into the onion , you put that top back on 
there ? )  

Put dat top back on there . 
When dey take yore foottracks dey bury ' em in de graveyard yo ' see . 
Dey firs t take yore foots teps lak dey b e  in de sand . Well , dey may come along 

wit [a]  cane • • •  an ' dey pick dat whole track up . 
(The sugazo cane guys ? )  
Yeah , an '  dey shove i t  underneath dat track an ' lay it  on a piece of  papah . 

Dey pick up both de tracks . Yo ' nuses [ uses ] hot-foot powder an ' three lumps of 
aloe s , white - white aloes . An '  yo ' roll dis in a piece of  b rown papah an ' yo ' 
puts it  so  it [ you] always will be travelin ' to de graveyard .  Or dey kin take 
it an ' put it anywhere dey want an ' yo ' b e  travelin ' away , yo ' ll nevah b e  s atis
fied in one pla ce . Dey j is '  keep yo ' rollin ' ,  go from place tuh place , an ' yo ' 
kin have a j ob an ' nevah s tay dere . 

(What i f  they bury that in the graveyard , what wi ll it  do then ? )  
We ll , yo ' ll always travel to the g raveyard - yo ' won ' t die , but yo ' mo ' den 

apt tuh die if dey keep it in dere , if dey bury i t  where de sun don ' t  shine . 
Now , some people will take a b rand-new tin bucket , one dem ten-cent tin 

bucke ts - ah don ' t  know if yo ' evah seen dem or not - an ' i f  he ' s  a whiskey 
drinker or wine drinker ,  j is '  whatsomevah yo ' lak , yo ' unders tan ' ,  an ' dat cigar 
ash yo ' have dere , yo ' kin do many things wit dat . I f  yo ' wanta make a person 
have a hard �me , do mean things to  a person , an ' yo ' know dey smoke an ' yo ' know 
dey drink , yo ' ll git dat cigar dus t an ' cigarette dust or tobacco if dey smoke a 
pipe - yo ' git dat an ' put it  in a tin bucket , den yo ' git wine , whiskey or gin , 
or whatsomevah dey like yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' put a han ' fulla Epsom s alts in it , 
put that in there an ' yo ' go an ' bury it in a place where de sun don ' t  shine -
in dat graveyard if  yo ' want j is '  keep a person down or wants use dem dirty -
where de sun don ' t  shine , aroun ' s ome ole buildin ' or ' nothah - j is '  where it  
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sh ade all de t ime , don ' t nevah have no sun dere . I f  yo ' do that to ' em , dey have 
ups and downs an ' troub le all his life - trouble all his l i fe cuz he done did a 
me an trick an ' d i s  is comin ' b ack to him . 

(How do you know that you have got the right fe llow in tha t  can [ b ucke t ] ?  I f  
you we re do ing th at t o  me , how would you know that you were do ing thi s  t o  me ? }  

I f  yo ' wus doin ' me somepin ah would take yore name an ' ah would put chure 
name down in dat b ucke t .  

(How do you put that name down in that b ucke t ? } 
N ine times - in a p iece of p apah , wr i te i t  down nine times on a piece o f  

p ap ah . 
(And thi s liquor or wine and s tuff , mus t that come out o f  a b o t tle that I 

use , or j us t  any wine or liquor? } 
No - buy it outa de s to ' , or if yo ' g o t  a b arroom , j is '  g i t  it outa dat . 
Yeah , yo ' kin t ake a pe r s on ' s  hair , or yo ' kin t ake de re toenai ls an '  yo ' kin 

t ake de dus t off dey fee t  an ' yo ' kin git a piece o f f  de b o t tom of dey sock or 
piece anywhere . Dey take a piece of hai r o ffa any p lace , unders tan ' ,  an '  yo ' kin 
g i t  chew a small coconut an ' yo ' open dat coconut an ' take all dat watah outa 
dere an ' put it tuh dry . An ' yo ' kin s tuff all of that down , de hair , his 
c l o the s an ' finge rnai ls an ' i f  yo ' kin git de dus t o f fa dey foo t , if yo ' kin 
git tha t . If yo ' cain ' t  git that , yo ' kin take his nai ls , or he r nails , an ' 
s tuff it down in dat co conut an '  keep ' em  j is ' lak yo ' want . 

(How would you fix that name now? How would you fix that ? }  
We ll , yo ' fix i t  - fo ' good , three times ; an '  i f  yo ' fixin ' it fo ' b ad , yo ' 

us e i t  nine time s . 
I f  yo ' goin ' do good fo ' a person , always use his name three t imes . 
(After you put all that s tuff in the coconut , what do you do ? }  

Yo ' g i t  chew s ome honey , yo ' pas s in dat coconut a - fill it hal f fulla honey 
an ' g i t  chew s ome sugah , pulverize sugah an ' yo ' put it in dere , an ' yo ' git chew 
three paradise seeds an ' yo ' put in dere , an ' yo ' have a l i t t le s topper an ' yo ' 
s top dat co conut up tigh t . An '  den three time s a day yo ' shake dat co conut , an '  
ah don ' t care i f  a man ' s from he ah tub I taly , i f  he want him heah , use dat , an ' 
in nine days yo ' ll eithah g i t  a le ttah from him or yo ' ll heah in some way from 
him . 

( That is if you wri te th at name down three t imes . Well , what if you were 
doing b ad with that coconut ? }  

Now , if yo ' wanta do b ad wi t dat coconut , yo ' use red pepp ah , g umb o  file t , 
Ep s om s al t s  an ' two lit tle small piece s  o f  aloes . I f  yo ' cain ' t  g i t  aloe s , yo ' 
kin g i t  bee f gall an ' put nine drops o f  b e e f  gall in dere , an ' yo ' put a l i t t le 
vineg ah , wh i te French vineg ah . An '  yo ' s top dat co conut up an '  de person whut 
chew goin ' g ive it to , or if yo ' goin ' tuh use it yo ' s e l f , yo ' shake that up 
three time s a day , an ' dat person wi l l  g i t  in all kinds-a t roub le . I f  i t ' s  a 
man an ' a woman wri te dey name s down , an '  if i t ' s  a man , he ' ll commence a b reak
in ' -up s tre ak an ' a figh t in '  s treak an ' all sech thing s as tha t . 

(How many time s do you wri te that name ? }  
Nine t ime s . 
( I f  you want the s e  two to do tha t , then you wri t e  each one o f  them down nine 

time s ? }  
i f yo ' want dem tuh have dat figh t , yo ' write de re name down nine t ime s . An '  

i f  yo ' want dem - i f  de woman i s  mo ' hot -haided an ' sas sy wi t de man , yo ' write 
her name on de top . If d e  man mo ' hot-haided den de woman [ she courteous ly omi t s  
the p o s s ib i l i ty o f  a man b eing sassy ] , yo ' wr ite his name on de t o p  an '  p u t  her ' h  
a t  d e  b o t tom .  

(You have to shake that three t imes a day . } 
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Three times a day - j is '  shake it three times a day , fo ' good an ' b ad . 
(One does g ood and one does b ad . )  

Yes . 
I f  anybody ' s  doin ' yo ' harm , yo ' kin wri te dey name down on a piece o f  papah 

yo ' wri te dere name down nine times . Now , dis is bad - if i t ' s  a man yo ' wri te  
his name down nine times ; i f  i t ' s  a woman [ what? ] .  I f  i t ' s  a man an ' a woman , 
why yo ' wri te both of their names down nine times wi t one at de top an ' one at de 
bo t tom ,  an ' yo ' ro ll ' em  in small pieces of papah . Burn i t  up in small pieces of 
papah wi th red peppah . Yo ' gotta us e this re� peppah all th rough yore work if 
yo '  wanta do evi l , an ' if  yo '  wanta do good yo ' gc tta us e sugah all through yore 
work - yo ' unders tan ' , an ' yo ' ro ll dat piece of  papah up an ' yo ' turn i t  from 
yo ' .  Let i t  ro ll dis way , nevah ro l l  it dis way [ d emons trates ] .  

(Never ro ll i t  to you . ) 
Fo ' evi l - always turn it from yo ' .  
[ I  failed to record the beg inning o f  the nex t ri te  but i t  can b e  recons tructed 

from what is given . ] 
An ' yo ' cut de lemon , j ab a ho le in de lemon an ' shove dat [ ing redi ent ] down 

in dere an ' den yo ' git three drops of  bullo ck b lood . Yo ' b uy dat out de Crack
erj ack Drug S to ' . 

(What do they mean by bullo ck ' s  b lood? ) 
Well , i t  supposed to be bullo ck ' s  b lood . 
(You mean the b lood from a bull that has ki lled someone? )  [ She had evidently 

s aid something about this . ]  
Yes . Yo ' git dat out de Crackerj ack Drug S to ' an ' g i t  three drops o f  dat an ' 

yo ' carry dat lemon back in de yard . I f  yo ' want , carry i t  back in de yard , an ' 
i f  yo ' don ' t carry [ i t  to the river ] . Go dere nine days at dat s ame time - i f  
i t ' s  ten a ' clo ck at d a t  firs t day , yo ' go  ten a ' clo ck d e  nex ' day t i ll de - dem 
nine lemons out , but put de s ame ing redient [ the name and ing redients she us es 
in previous rites ] in tho s e  lemons , an ' g o  to de rivah . Now , dem lemon - dey 
may j ump ovahbo ' d  or dey may go  crazy . Some peop les run crazy lak dat . 

( I t  also can ki ll you? ) 
Yes . 
(Now , you can either bury those nine lemons in your back yard , or i f  you don ' t  

want to do that , you j us t  throw them into the river , throw one in each day? ) 
Yes . 
Yo ' kin take a lemon i f  yo ' wanta keep yore enemies away - ano thah thing . 

See , i t  s o  many diff ' rent kind o f  things dat wri tin ' ' em nine times agin . Yo ' 
wri te  dey name on a small piece o f  papah nine times from de left co rner , comin ' 
down to de center , an ' yo ' s t art from de right corner comin ' down to de center 
[ demons trates ] .  

(You turn the paper around and begin a t  the left co rner and come down to the 
center . Then the right to the center . Whos e  name are you wri ting there? ) 

Yo ' wri tin ' yore enemies name - i f  somebody ' s  roun ' dat don ' t  wanta see yo ' 
do yore busines s ,  wanta keep yo ' down ; s omebody dat ' s  peerin ' at chure bus ines s ,  
yore hous e an ' ever ' thing e ls e . Now , when yo ' wri te  dere name on dat , yo ' take 
an ' shove de name down in dere , in dis lemon . Now , yo ' wanta us e b lack p eppah 
in dis lemon - put nine g rains o f  b lack pepp ah in dere , see . An '  put two or 
three drops o! white vineg ah ,  put ovah it de red peppah an ' shove dat down in 
dere . Den yo ' us e dis - yo ' s top dat lemon up , shove des e peop le name down in 
dere an ' put i t  anywhe res roun ' dey s teps . Dig down dere underneat ' dey s teps 
an ' put it down in de g roun ' , where it always goin ' keep dere hous e fulla troub le 
an ' dey don ' t [have ] time tuh troub le yo ' ,  yo ' see . 

(You bury this at their s tep . )  
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Right underneat ' dere s tep an ' dey always keep fulla troub le .  
Yo ' kin take a lemon an ' write a person ' s  name - wri te dere name nine times 

in de fo ' corners of yore papah , always in de fo ' corners o f  yore papah . 
(You wri te this name nine times from the upper le ft-hand co rner , down to the 

center , from the upper righ t-hand corner down to the center , the lower le ft-hand 
corner up to the center and the lower right-hand corner [ up ]  to the center . )  

Dey mee t  at de middle . Now , yo ' put red peppah , nine drops o f  de whi te of a 
b lack hen ' s  aig . 

(You put nine drops o f  that white in that center? ) 
In dat center - no , in dat lemon . S top dat name up wi t dis red peppah , wit 

nine drops o f  de whi te from a b lack hen ' s  aig in dat , an ' s top dat up , an ' if  yo ' 
want anybody tub move , yo ' carry i t  an ' throw it ovah de top o f  dey hous e  - j is '  
throw i t  an '  j is ' keep a-g oin ' . Dat ' s  ano thah th ing ah know . Ah know dat tub be 
a fact . 

(That will make them move out o f  that hous e ? ) 
Yes . 
I f  yo ' g o t  a hard cas e in de co ' thous e , an ' yo ' think that yo ' cain ' t  do 

nuthin with that co ' hous e s crape , yo ' git chew a b lack hen . Yo ' kin pick dis 
b lack hen , but yo ' mus t always have s omeone tub cook dis b lack hen , yo ' know , 
righ t away - don ' t  let de b lood ' generate [ degenerate? ] ,  j is ' cook i t  right away . 

(Do you kill i t  firs t ? ) 
Yo ' kill it , an ' yo ' clean ' em ,  an ' yo ' have i t  anyway yo ' want it cook - b ake  

it , fry it . An ' git chew s ome apples , oranges , an ' anything , b read or anything 
j is '  touch it to yo ' whether yo ' eat de chi cken or no t .  Yo ' don ' t  have tub eat 
de chi cken . Yo ' workin ' fo ' a co ' thous e s crape yo ' know , yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' 
j is ' g i t  i n  a room , j i s ' lak dis heah [ room] , an ' yo ' set  dat tab le an ' yo '�t 
nine fo ' ks an ' plat e an ' everything aroun ' j is '  lak de j udge , de j urors an ' all 
was set tin ' down to table , yo ' see . Yo ' git chew nine white candles . Yo ' take 
thos e , an ' twelve j urors names - de twelve j urors , yo ' take down those names . 
Yo ' take the j udge ' s  name an ' yo ' goin ' take those people name , unders tan '  that 
chew workin ' fo ' .  Yo ' see . 

(The fellow that is in the s crape . )  
Well , de hour dat court goin ' come o f f , yo ' wanta ligh t dem nine candles , cuz 

yo ' cain ' t  work a co ' thous e case wi t one candle . Yo ' ligh t those nine candles . 
Yo ' have tub be in a room quie t lak this yo ' unde rs tan ' . Yo ' light de candles 
an ' co ' t  goin ' on an ' yo ' set in yore rooms , an ' yo ' j is ' le t dat chi cken set on 
de tab le . Don ' t  dis turb it , yo ' don ' t  have tub eat it - j is ' let dat chi cken set 
on de tab le an ' let dem nine candles be burnin ' .  Whils t dem nine candles burn
in ' , yo ' read de 22nd Psalm o f  David .  Ah don ' t  care how hard or  long it would 
be , read i t  thirteen times - de 22nd Ps alms o f  David , read i t  thirteen times . 
Set righ t dere to dat tab le .  Don ' t  care how hard o r  long i t  would be , or whut 
a persdn have done , i f  yo ' on dat case yo ' kin win . 

(You s poke ab out wri t ing those names down , o f  that j udge and the prosecuting 
atto rney and the man whom you are de fending . What do you wri te that on - where 
do you put those names ? )  

Well , yo ' kin wri te i t  on - ah use the parchment papah . Yo ' buy that a t  the 
Crackerj ack Drug S to ' - j is ' ask them fo ' parchment papah , parchment papah fo ' 
any kinda co ' thouse s crape or anythin ' lak that . 

(You j us t  wri te those names down on that ? )  
Yeah , write it on that . 
(Then what do you do with that paper? ) 
Yo ' see that papah - when yo ' have yore candles humin ' on de tab le , yo ' 

unders tan ' , yo ' have de j udge name righ t in de center on a sauce r .  Put his name 
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dere . Yo ' has de j ury ' s  names always roun ' yore candles , lak yo ' has de 
candles - one j ury heah an ' one heah , j is '  de same as dey sittin '  dere . 

Now it ' s  anothah thing fo ' co ' t  cas e . Yo ' kin git  chew a beef tongue an ' 
write  dey names . Write de j udge name an ' j ury ' s , an ' yore enemies , de prosecut
ing attorney and de person whut ' rest  yo ' - write dere names down an ' s tuff it 
wit dis beef  tongue . Yo ' make a hole in dis beef  tongue and s tuff dem names down 
in dere . An '  yo ' git  chew nine bran ' -new needles an ' nine bran ' -new pins an ' yo ' 
stick ' em all through it . Be sho ' yo ' ketch some of  ' em in dat papah whut yo ' 
shoved in dat beef tongue . An '  aftah yo ' do dat yo ' git  chew some ice , an ' yo ' 
lay dat beef tongue on ice , an ' everything will git solid . Yo ' cain ' t  git one 
dem together . An ' de person whut goin ' talk agains t yo ' ,  lak a witness or de 
person dat done arrest  yo ' ,  he cain ' t  say nuthin . His tongue git  chilled , yo ' 
see . I t  chills dey tongues . Dey cain ' t  say nuthin . 

Yo ' see yo ' git chew some paradise seeds . Dose  people in de bus iness  buys ' em  
b y  d e  wholes ale . Yo ' git chew a few whosomevah yo ' wanta do i t  to . Yo ' tell ' em  
tub g o  tub de co ' t ,  try t uh  beat d e  j udge an ' de j ury an ' everybody t o  de co ' t ,  
yo ' understand . De same as yo ' lookin ' fo ' someone , ah walk in de do ' an ' look
in ' in - not heah - ain ' t  nobody heah but de stand , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' yo ' drap 
twelve seeds down at de j ury ' s  stand , an ' one where de j udge sits , an '  one where 
de clerk of de co ' t  sits . Yo ' see . An '  yo ' s top ' em right dere - den go away . 
Now , when dey come in yo ' put three in yore mouth an ' yo ' chew ' em - dere a spit
toon dere an ' yo ' spit dat spit in dere an ' let de co ' t  go on . 

(That will break the case? ) 
Yes . 
(Have you ever heard that when a person receives a subpoena , that they some

t imes do something with that ? )  
Yes . Well , yo ' s ee dis parchment papah . When yo ' buy dis parchment papah an ' 

yo ' got ta  meet  co ' t ,  yo ' write all yore witness names down on dere . Yo ' write de 
j udge name down on dere an ' yo ' write de dis trict attorney name down on dere on 
dis parchment papah , an '  yo ' turn that subpoena to dat parchment papah . An '  when 
yo ' git ready tuh go tuh co ' t  yo ' j is '  tack dat right up above de do ' yo ' goin ' 
out an ' read de - let somebody be ins ide de house an ' read de 23rd Psalms , an ' 
when yo ' walk on out de house , take yore left- foot shoe an ' throw it b ehin ' yo ' 
an '  g o  ' head on t o  de co ' t .  Yo ' ll git  off . 

Yo ' git  chew NeiJJ O ' leans fas t  powders . 
(Where do you get those? ) 
From de Crackerj ack Drug Sto ' . An '  yo ' take a man dat ' s  inside an ' out - take 

his shoe an '  j is '  rub that so he cain ' t  see , an '  place that down in dere . Or if 
not , yo ' kin take a cigarette papah - yo ' mus t always use a thing in a way dat 
chew don ' t  git caught - git  de cigarette papah an ' write  his name three times an '  
write chure name three times . I f  it ' s  a woman , she kin put i t  in her shoe ; if 
it ' s  her husban ' she kin put her name on top of his ' n  name an' put some of this 
contro l powder , j is '  rub it in dere . Don ' t  need tub leave it in dere - j is '  rub 
it in dere . Jis ' lay dat cigarette papah underneat ' de linin ' o f  dat shoe . An '  
she kin keep her husban ' a long time . 

(When you write those  names on that paper , do you write them the same way -
from each corner to the center , three times from each corner to the center? ) 

Yes , that� s fo ' good . 
(What are you going to do with that NeiJJ Orleans fas t  powder? What is that 

for? ) 
Yo ' kin take that an '  put it in dey shoe too . 
(You use either fas t  powder or contro l ling powder , either one? ) 
Eithah one works . De contro l lin ' powder is good ; de NeiJJ O ' leans fas t  luck 
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pOIJJdeP hold him j is ' de same way . 
Ah nuse shoe soles , yo ' know - burn de ole shoes up , yo ' know , an ' yo ' red 

onion peelin ' . Ah burns dat together ,  yo ' unders tan ' , an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 
know , anyb ody dat chew wanta keep fussin ' , yo ' know , aroun ' , yo ' j is '  keep up
settin ' ' em all aroun ' . Jis ' lak yo ' upset chure home . An ' yo ' got de ole onion 
peel an '  shoes an ' burn ' em together an ' make a ashes dat way yo ' see . Den ah 
mix i t  wit de red peppah an '  ah sprinkle it aroun ' yore place an ' keep yo ' up
stirrin ' , keep so many things upstirred . 

I f  yo ' got a man or if  yo ' have a woman , an ' i f  yo ' want tub use dere urine , 
yo ' understan ' , yo ' git a small bot tle of urine an ' yo ' take dis urine an ' yo ' 
write - i f  it ' s  a man an ' yo ' want , lak ah want , yo ' know , mah husban ' , ah write 
his name down three times . 

(How would you write that down ? ) 
Ah write from dis corner , s t art at dis corne r .  
(You write it  from each o f  those corners nine times t o  the center? ) 
Yes , to de center . An '  ah git me some sugah , pulverize sugah an ' yo ' uses 

dat lak yo ' use anythin ' else , cinnamon , an ' ah gits nine draps of honey an '  
three needles - ah need three needles , yo ' see . An '  ah fold dat papah in de 
cente r .  

(Fold each o f  those corners to  the center? ) 
Yassuh , an '  yo ' take dem three bran ' -new needles an ' yo ' fill dat bot tle up 

lak dat , half fulla honey an ' yo ' put a teaspoonfulla pulverize sugah an ' yo ' 
stop dat bot tle up wit dat name in it , dat man ' s  name in dere . Yo ' kin use it  
fo ' de  man bettah den yo ' kin fo ' de  woman . An ' yo ' shake dat papah in dere . 
Ah don ' t  care where he at , he gon ' a  come . 

(Where do you put that chambexo lye? ) 
Put honey in dat urine . 
(The chambexo lye is  in the bot tle . ) 
Yeah , yo ' put dat chambexo lye in de bottle wit honey . 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  urine an ' yo ' kin s top it up in a bottle an ' yo ' git -

it ' s  a brown powder ,  yo ' call i t  pePUSion [ rouging ? ]  pOIJJdeP , yo ' g i t  it  from any 
drug s to ' . Yo ' stop dat uxoine watah up in dat bot tle an '  yo ' bury dat bot tle 
underneath a red peppah bush , an ' i f  de red peppah ain ' t  growin ' j is '  bury it  in 
de ground - it may be  too  cold fo ' red peppah - but chew bury it  near a gate .  
Yo ' know a gate moves whensomevah yo ' travels , but chew turn de s topper upside 
down . Yo ' write his name an ' put it  in dat urine . 

(How do you write his name down? ) 
Nine times on de papah . 
(Nine times from each corner o f  the paper to the center? ) 
Yeah , to  de cente r .  Put dat red peppah an '  wrap it up in dis powders , dis 

pePUSion pOIJJdexos , an ' yo ' put it  dere an ' yo ' wrap it up an ' yo ' take nine nee
dles an ' nine bran ' -new pins an ' yo ' shove it  in dere an ' yo ' bury i t  - put a 
foot underneat ' de ground an '  turn de stopper o f  it down . He j is '  dry up an ' 
suffer wit his urine - clean till he passes out . 

(You bury that either under the red pepper bush or at the gate pos t ? ) 
Yes . 
Kin use de bow from a man ' s  hat an ' de sweatband , anywhere he sweatin ' .  Yo ' • 

kin use dat in de coconut . 
(Tell me the whole s tory . ) 
Yo ' k in take dat sweatband from de man ' s  hat , eithah his pocket or anything 

about him . Yo ' see , yo ' kin take all dat an ' put dat down in a coconut . I f  yo ' 
don ' t  wanta put it  in de coconut yo ' kin seal it  underneath de bot tom o f  yore 
shoe if yo ' mean good , yo ' see . I f  yo ' mean evil , yo ' kin run him blind . 
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See , yo ' ketch a snake an ' yo ' take de ninth j ' int of a snake an ' burn dat 
bow wi t de ninth j ' int of de snake an ' part o f  his hat [ sweatband ] an ' yo ' bury 
dat into de root  o f  a tree . Well , yo ' kin use a oak tree - it ' s  de wors t tree 
yo ' kin bury it , anything . An '  i f  yo ' don ' t  wanta bury it in de root , yo ' � 
it  in de fo ' k  o f  a tree , an ' he ei thah go crazy or go blind . 

(You get this  ninth j oint of  the snake from his tail or from his head ? Where 
do you find that ninth j oint ? ) 

Yo ' find it at his tail . 
(The ninth j oint from his tail . What kind o f  a snake ? )  
Well , yo ' kin git  any kind - mo ccas in , any kinda snake . 
(But you mus t put i t  with this hat bow? ) 
Yeah , i f  yo ' wanta do harm .  Dat ' s  fo ' evil . 
I f  yo ' wanta do good wit dis hatband , a man ' s  hatband , yo ' git  dat bow , de 

little bow .  Well , yo ' kin use dat in dis same urine whut ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' .  Yo ' 
ki� put dat bow of dat man ' s  hat , yo ' know , right down in dat bot tle of de 
chamber lye . Well , dat makes him crazy ' bout chew . Jis ' keep dat bottle an ' 
shake it  an ' dat ' ll make him crazy ' bout chew . 

Yo ' could take a man ' s  shoes when he ' s  sleepin ' , an ' yo ' turn his le ft shoe 
upside down [ under the bed]  right in de middleways of  his back , but chew mus ' 
already le t him go tub sleep , yo ' see . Yo ' j is '  turn dat shoe up , de left shoe . 
Don ' t  put both of  ' em  dere cuz he ' ll wake up - j is '  put one of  ' em  an ' he ' ll 
stay sleep till yo ' git  back .  

(About a photograph? )  
Take a photog raph if  it ' s  on a t intype - yo ' cain ' t  do nuthin wit it i f  it ' s  

on a papah , i t  mus ' be on a tintype . Take a man ' s  pho tograph or a woman ' s  photo
graph an ' go to de graveyard where yo ' know someone died very bad an ' evil . 
Carry a piece o f  silver money to pay ' em fo ' some of  dat dust . Take dey photo
graph an ' put wi t dat dus t an ' bury i t , j is '  wrap it  up in a piece o f  papah an '  
wri te dere names down nine times . 

(How would you write those  names down now? ) 
Jis ' de same way - s tart firs t at  de upper corner disaway , disaway down to 

de middle . 
(The same way - nine times from each corner to the center ,  you wri te his name 

down nine times . Yo ' always begin at the upper le ft-hand corner , then the upper 
right , lower le ft and lower right and come to the cente r . ) 

An '  yo ' g i t  chew some red peppah and git graveyard dirt . Co ' se yo ' gotta pay 
dat spirit fo ' dat dirt wi t dat silver money - ten cents . An '  i f  yo ' don ' t  dey 
will a-ha ' nt yo ' , yo ' unders tan ' .  Yo ' put dis graveyard dirt , red peppah an ' dis 
photograph an ' yo ' bury it in dat graveyard . It  j is '  runs yo ' crazy , keeps yo ' 
j is '  addle-min ' - j is '  lak yo ' see some peop le , dey say ,  "Aw , dat man ' s  goin ' 
crazy . "  He ' s  not so crazy but dat evil spirit  behin ' him kin j is ' keep him 
goin ' . 

(This wouldn ' t  kill that man then? ) 
No , it wouldn ' t  kill him but it would ha ' nt him till he do die . 
(Do you bury that any particular way? ) 
Yo ' bury it on it ' s  face . 
Now , dat won ' t hurt him .  Yo ' kin take anothah photograph - a woman ' s  photo

graph or a ;an ' s  pho tograph - an ' yo ' kin set it on yore mantelpiece , but yo ' 
always git  one of  those li ttle mirrors . An ' yo ' kin take dat back wood o f f  de 
mirror an ' yo ' put dat photograph behin ' dat mirror , put dat back back in dere 
an ' yo ' write his name down , ' 'Yo ' must return . "  An ' [ or ]  writ e her name down , 
"Yo ' mus t return . "  

(Do you wri te the name down any particular number o f  times ? )  
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Yeah , three times fo ' good . 
(But that ' s  the same way from the corners again? ) 
Yeah , to de center ,  but yo ' don ' t put nuthin on dere , j is '  write it  down . 
(But now , how does this picture face ? Does it face to the glass or? ) 
Face to the glass this way . Now , yo ' git  a b lue light , yo ' understan ' , a 

blue candle an ' yo ' burn it . 
(Any reason for get ting a blue candle? ) 
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Yes , de reason cuz he ' s  comin ' back . Yo ' see , dat makes him turn back home 
an ' he ' d b e  happy an ' merry an ' gay ,  yo ' understan ' . Yo ' set dat down dere an ' 
let it burn two hours every day at de s ame hour . Den yo ' kin pinch it out -
nevah b low it  out . Dat ' ll b ring him back . 

Yo ' git  up in de mawnin ' an ' if  yo ' knew dat a person is humin ' a candle on 
yo ' tub harm yo ' , yo ' git up in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' put all yore clothes on de 
firs t thing in de mawnin ' on de wrongside , put ' em on de wrongside - matters no 
di ff ' rence who sees dem , turn ' em on de wrongside , especially yore underwear . 
Yo ' unders tan ' . Ah don ' t  mean yore top clothes , an ' yore socks an ' yore under
shi rt , yo ' know , an ' all sech as that . 

Now , yo ' know , at de s ame time some people takes wi th a headache if a person 
is humin ' candles on ' em .  Yo ' know dat same time yo ' taken wit dat headache , 
yo ' turn everything up in yore house , ups ides down , j is '  lak dese chairs . Lak 
yo ' had tub go walk fo ' a few minutes , turn yore chairs upside down an ' turn yore 
pillahs ovah , ups ide down . Yo ' do dat fo ' nine days - yo ' mus t  do dat fo ' nine 
days , an ' yo ' ll walk out chure do ' backwards . Den dose lights is out . 

(You walk out of  your door backwards ? }  
Yessuh . 
(You have to do all of  this  in nine days ? }  
In nine days - when yo ' do that fo ' nine days yore light go out . 
(The light that is burning agains t you . ) 
De party dat drinks liquor - any man yo ' know dat drinks liquor , he craves 

liquor an ' yo ' cain ' t do nuthin wit him , yo ' know , yo ' ll git  chew a catfish , but 
he mus t be a _live catfish an ' yo ' put nine draps of  cat fish blood , whils t h e ' s 
st rugglin ' ,  in dis liquor an ' shake it  up good an ' give it to him .  

Yo ' kin _take red beans an ' yo ' put ' em in dis liquor an ' let it  set fo ' nine 
hours , an ' den give dat person dat liquor an ' he won ' t drink no mo ' .  Dat ' ll 
make ' em sick but it  ain ' t gon ' a  kill ' em , j is '  stop ' em  from drinkin ' .  

I f  some people wanta run yo ' crazy , dey take yore hair - some of ' em j is '  take 
yore clothes , yo ' know , de particular clothes - an ' take a b ran ' -new auger an ' 
bo ' a hole in dere [ a  tree ] an ' dey puts dat in dere , an ' see , dat dries dem up . 
Dey b e  always sick , dryin ' up . Dey cain ' t yo ' know git well . Dey go tub all de 
doctors in de worl ' . 

(Any tree will do for that? )  
Yes . 
Some people take it - yo ' kin take it  an ' git  nine twelve-penny nails an ' yo ' 

come down from de haid , yo ' know j is '  lak yo ' gon ' a  shroud a person , on each side 
an ' yo ' b ring it in de shape of  a coffin . 

(What do you mean - you draw it  or what ? )  
Yeah , lak this is the haid [demons trates ] .  

• (That piece of  paper there , fold it  like i t  is the headboard from a grave . )  
Yo ' see yo ' s tart from he ah an ' yo ' stick one needle there . 
(One of  those twelve-penny nails up at the top . )  
Now , yo ' come lak in de shape of  a coffin wit chure nails , don ' t  have tub have 

' em close togethe r , right along j is '  lak at a man ' s shoulder ,  an ' come together 
lak that , in dis headbo ' d  an ' yo ' cross ' em dis way , de same way . 
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(You say you are using how many nails ? )  
Nine on each side an ' one in de center heah an ' one in de center heah . No , 

yo ' use mo ' den nine altogether - twice nine is  eighteen an ' two is twenty . An ' 
yo ' brings dat down to de center , yo ' unders tan ' , j is '  in de shape o f a man ' s  
coffin . 

Now , yo ' take dis headbo ' d  an ' git candles ,  de same as de man is laid out 
daid , yo ' see . Yo ' git  chew one those nickel dolls , yo ' know , a small doll or 
git  chew a large one . Yo ' git a nice little piece of lavender cloth or some 
kinda cloth , an ' yo ' shroud ' em  de same as yo ' shroudin ' ' em fo ' a daid person 
an ' yo ' lay dem 'way .  Yo ' fold de papah ovah fo ' a pillah , yo ' unders tan ' , de 
same as a person ' s  daid . An ' yo ' lay dis doll dat ' s  shrouded on dis headbo ' d .  
See , now , dat ' s  de headbo ' d  heah , yo ' see , j is ' in de shape of de coffin . Yo ' 
lay it right between dem nails an ' yo ' light chure candles all de way aroun ' 
dere . 

(How many candles do you use , j us t  a couple of  candles ? )  
Yo ' use a couple o f  candles - j is ' de same as a pers on ' s  daid , yo ' wanta kill 

somebody . 
(What color candles do you use , white ones ? )  
No ,  black ones . Yo ' use black candles i f  yo ' wanta kill somebody , an ' yo ' 

continue humin ' dese lights ovah dis daid - dat ' s  de doll layin ' on de headbo ' d  
from de graveyard , an ' yo ' continue humin ' dese  lights fo ' nine days an ' i f  yo ' 
don ' t success days , yo ' burn nine mo ' days . Yo ' do it fo ' nine till nine weeks . 

See , if  yo '  cain' t [ do ]  ever ' thing in nine days , do it  from nine days tub nine 
weeks . But chew mus t keep two of these black candles , i f  yo ' wants tub kill 
anybody . 

(How long would you burn it  during the day? ) 
Jis ' burn ' em j is ' continuous . 
(You never put them out ? )  
Nevah put them out till de nine days . An ' yo ' write dat person name on dat 

headbo ' d  an ' say - see , if it ' s  Willie , John or James - say ,  "Dead . "  Jis ' de 
same as a g rave . Yo ' see dat nail b ack dere is de same as de headbo ' d at his 
head . Jis ' lak a little piece of  papah as a tag , put dat "Dead " - an ' burns 
dose candles at de headbo ' d .  

(Then what do you do with this after you finish all that burning ? Then what 
do you do with that ? )  

Well , aftah yo ' finish all that burning yo ' carry dat back t o  de g raveyard an ' 
he ' ll finally git - ah guarantee yo ' he won ' t live nine weeks or  nine months . 
Yo ' j is '  carry that back to de graveyard , j is '  throw it out dere on de ground , 
an ' leave it  stay lak it is . Nobody know who do ' s  these  things , yo ' see . 

Yo ' see , sometimes people is not able tub buy a candle an ' perhaps some people 
wants dey husban ' back or de man wants dey wife back . Well , dey writes dey name 
down three times , drop a lit tle sugah , or  eithah take a red piece of  flannel an ' , 
yo ' know , write dey name down on a piece of  papah an ' - yo ' evah seen a piece of  
red flannel in de lamp? Well , de ' drap dat down in de re wit dere names on dere . 
If  it ' s  fo ' good , yo ' put it three times with a little sugah an ' keep yore lamp 
low all day an ' humin ' . Well , dat makes de husban ' or wife , or whosomevah it  
is , be  all de  time up-stirred an ' all worried . 

(You write• that three times as you always do write i t  in each corner down to 
the center? ) 

Yes . 
Ah uses St . Joseph - ah use St . Joseph an ' St . Mary an ' use a white light . 

Yo ' see , anythin ' yo ' want them tub know , yo ' wants them tub do fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' git  
yo ' a white light . Yo ' don ' t give them no name or anything , yo ' j is '  make de 
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s ign o f  a cros s an '  Jesus , Mary an ' Joseph . We ll , now, de C atholic white people 
an ' de I talian people , well , dey believes in dat an ' if  yo ' goin ' work fo ' them 
yo ' has tuh use those things . Yo ' unde rs tan ' , if yo ' goin ' make any money offa 
them at  all , yo ' have tuh use s aints , yo ' see . 

(Well , what ab out the colored Catholic people ? )  
Yo ' g o t t a  do i t  too - yo ' gotta use s aints , aoloredB an ' whites , yo ' gotta use 

s aint s , cuz they don ' t be lieve in nuthin else but s ain ts . An '  when yo ' go , � 
knee l down on yore knees an ' make yore praye rs , " Jesus , Mary an ' Jos eph , " and den 
yo ' ask them fo ' whut chew need - yo ' unde rs tan ' ,  i f  anybody dey wan t chew help 
wit dey husb an ' , or he lp ' em wi t dey chile . Dey [ you ] don ' t use no b ad works 
aroun ' dem at all . 

I f anybody come to yo ' - now , S t . Ros alie , she ' s  de money gueen . I f anybody 
comes to yo ' an ' wants yo ' tuh try tuh he ' p  ' em  tuh git  money , yo ' always git 
chew ab out a hundred or  so o f  those li ttle pi ctures of S t . Ros alie . She ' s  de 
money queen . See , she ' s  a s aint that she had so much money she didn ' t know whut 
tuh do wi th it , yo ' unders tan ' , an '  she tole her fathe r that she wus goin ' throw 
off her clo thes an '  he r robe an ' eve r ' thin ' an ' she wus g o in '  in de woods an ' 
serve God , share her weal th wit de po ' , he ' p  de p o ' an '  de s i ck ,  de ' flic ted . 
She went an ' served God in de woods . 

We ll , now when she goes out tuh serve God - well , she b egged de Lawd tuh he ' p  
de po ' ,  yo ' unders tan ' . Well ,  now de way yo ' gotta do wit her .  I f yo ' has a 
pla ce of bus ines s ,  [ informants type of bus iness ] ,  yo ' have her picture in it 
see , nai l righ t up the re . Nail it right up the re ovah de chimley , wit Jesus , 
Mary an ' Joseph an ' St . Ros alie . Have these pic tures all in ro ta tion , yo ' under
s tan ' . We ll , if  anybody come to yo ' ,  j is ' le t ' em make de s ign of de cros s an ' 
ask her tuh he ' p ' em ,  yo ' understan ' , if they will . I cain ' t  answe r their will , 
yo ' unde rs tan ' . Fo ' money - she don ' t he ' p yo ' fo ' nuthin but money an '  sick
nes s , yo ' unde rs tan ' , an ' dat s aint will he ' p  yo ' . Yo ' ll git  the money an ' if 
it ' s  sickness . 

(What color candle do you burn to her? ) 
A yellow - git  a b ig yellow candle . Anybody always use ' em - ah buy ' em  every 

day . 
(You mean the long ones or the short ones ? )  
Yo ' kin git the short ones , dey sets in a mug , yo ' kin git  them - co ' se ah 

gits dem 50 cent ones . Yo ' g ive he r dat candle an ' le t her burn it fo ' one hour 
every day an ' yo ' pinch i t  out , yo ' unde rs tand . Jis ' make de s ign , if  anybody 
comes . Yo ' always make ' em leave a penny or nickel . Yo ' know , j is '  tell ' em -
j i s ' de same as dis t ray ,  dis ash tray heah [ I  was us ing ] an ' tell ' em that ' s  fo ' 
S t . Ros alie . An ' don ' t yo ' nevah spend that money out of that tray or whatsom
evah yo ' put dere an ' don ' t do nuthin wi t it - j is ' give it to de s i ck an '  de 
b lind . Don ' t spend it fo ' any thing e lse - fo ' s omebody whut needs it , yo ' 
unde rs tand . 

(I f someb ody came in to you to do that work for them , you would put this money 
in that tray in front of this pic ture ; then when they le ft , they would take it 
back with them and take it away wi th them and g ive it to · the poor? ) 

No , le t ' em put it in de tray an ' leave it there , i f  i t ' s  a penny . 
(What do you do wi th that penny then? ) 

•yo ' see , somebody may come along an '  as t yo ' ,  s ay ,  '�is ter , g imme a penny , 
ah ' m  poah an ' homeles s . "  Den when yo ' see a b lind man sit  tin ' out de re - j is '  
take it yo ' know . 

(I f they le ft it at your hous e , what do you do wi th that penny then? ) [ This 
is a lit tle too ins is tent - I am s till trying to dis cove r how she was p aid . ] 

Dat ' s  whut yo ' do wit dat penny - yo ' s  de one dat give it . 
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(You have to  give it to the poor? ) 
Not them - they goin ' pay yo ' fo ' whut chew doin ' fo ' them , separate , but dat 

penny is fo ' de poah . 
(You have to take that out and give it to the poor? ) 
Yo ' self , yo ' see - dey gotta pay yo ' separate . 
Ah uses de Guardi ' n  Angel . That ' s  to guard yo ' when yo ' goin ' through with 

any kinda business dat yo ' think yo ' goin ' be overtaken wi t .  Yo ' unders tan ' , 
yo ' use her . Yo ' give her a whi te light .  She ' ll keep yo ' from danger ,  keep yore 
enemies from comin ' up on yo ' . Whilst yo ' cain ' t  look fo ' yo ' sel f ,  this spirit  
watches fo ' yo ' .  Give her a whi te light j is '  lak yo ' undertake tuh go ovah dere , 
yo ' see , if  dere danger ovah that way , yo ' understan ' . An '  yo '  give that saint 
a light an ' make de sign of  de cross an ' ask fo ' that befo 1 yo ' go an ' den go  
ahead . 

(Do you burn that any length of time or anything or what ? )  [An amorphous 
ques tion like this any thing oP what is an attempt to avoid leading ques tions . ]  

No - one hour , one day . No , yo ' kin burn that three times a week if  yo ' 
wanta .  Yo ' kin burn that three times a week . Dem de only saints dat ah 'm  usin ' . 

Holy watah is fo ' peace . Well , yo ' s tart in de fo 1 corners of  yore house , yo ' 
see [ demons trates ) ,  yo ' s tart from disaway , de east , "Name of de Father , de Son . "  
Dis is de no ' th ,  an ' de wes t [ and de south) , "Name o f  de Father , Son an ' Holy 
Ghost . "  

(The Holy Ghost  is south ? )  
Yeah . Jis ' sprinkle d e  house from one end tuh anothah . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Well , that b rings in luck in that home . That brings in peace in dat home i f  

yo ' wanta home o f  peace . In de mawnin ' when yo ' git  up yo ' j is '  throw dat holy 
water , "In de Name of de Father , de Son an ' de Holy Ghos t . "  

[ A  woman like my informant with a shrine consecrates her own holy water , 
usually repeating a Psalm or the Lord ' s  Prayer . ]  

Take matches , if a person [ is ]  sufferin ' wit candles [ someone is ] humin ' on 
dey haid - take matches an ' cross ' em  in yore haid . That ' s  anothah thing that 
will put de candles out . 

Well , yo ' see , dere s ome wimmins dey wants tuh hol ' a man down . Dey git  ' em 
a bran ' -new piece of  yellah cotton , nuff  tuh go roun ' dere waist - unders tan ' , 
big enough - an ' dey put nine knots in dat . Yo ' see , dey ' ll use dat aftah con
nection together . Understan ' . Dey ' ll wipe wit dat �n ' dey ' ll keep dat an ' use 
dat an ' tie nine knots in it , an '  den dey wears it roun ' dere waist . Dat ' s  tuh 
control a man - yo ' ll have him undah yore control . 

(What can a man do t o  get untied? ) 
Well , when a man is thataway an ' yo ' wanta see him untied , yo ' git  de brown 

candle , yo ' see , yo ' git  a brown candle , yo ' take dis woman name . Now , she got 
him tied up , yo ' see . Yo ' take a brown candle an ' yo ' take her name , if yo ' know 
de one , an ' yo ' write her name down nine times . 

(What do you wri te that name on? )  
Wri te it on a piece of papah . 
(On that s ame piece of  paper as those other things - nine times from each 

corner to the center ? )  
Yeah . Yo ' write her name down , an ' den write her name down an ' use red ink . 

Yo ' nuse red ink but don ' t  use no peppah at dis pres ent time . An '  yo ' sets dis 
candle in de middle dere j is '  wi t her name an ' his name , an ' j is '  - she git s o  
she ' ll g i t  worried about it . She think all de time dat he ' s  gon ' a  find it on 
her . See . Then she ' s  gon ' a  do 'way wi t i t .  

[Here is a good place t o  answer a ques tion that occasionally can be  asked o f  
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all informant s ,  even profes sional workers - did this woman ins tant ly make up this 
rite? I do not know . But one thing I do know - it is a legitimate rite , from 
her point of  view as well as mine , be cause this is the remedy she would have 
given me had we been at her shrine that moment . ]  

I f  somebody steal anything from yo ' an ' yo ' don ' t  know dere name , yo ' write 
yore name down an ' write dere name [unknown ! ]  down three times , an ' write yores 
down three times an ' bring it to de center of de papah lak ah 'm  showin ' yo ' .  

[Despite my preceding note , I turned off  my machine here not because I thought 
she was starting to tell a lie but be cause she was again using her frequently 
repe ated name-rite . The unknown name is sometimes written in some form of "to 
whom it  concerns . " ] 

Well , yo ' kin take a file and if  yo ' don ' t  want a person , yo ' know , at chure 
place - yo ' know , stayin ' in yore home . Yo ' take a file an ' take two small files 
an ' yo ' put one down underneat ' de steps where yo ' cross or  walk all de time . 
Have one buried at chure gate . Well , dat person will come an '  if  dey pass  ovah 
dose files an ' go out , dey may come back ,  dey may drift aroun ' an ' come back 
eight or nine times , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' aftah dey drift aroun ' an ' come back 
eight or  nine times [ they won ' t  come back again ] . 

Well ,  yo ' kin take a bulldog ' s  manure an ' some ground red peppah , an ' let it  
git hard an ' dry an ' let it come , yo ' kn�w be  as  a powder ,  an'  yo ' kin throw that 
at anybody ' s  house an '  make ' em  move . 

Yo ' see yo ' kin take a yellah j acket ' s  nes t - ah 'm tellin ' yo ' whut ah know . 
Ah takes a yellah j acket ' s  nes t  an ' burn it , if  de yellah j ackets in dere , yo ' 
kin ket ch dem too . An '  yo ' kin take a bulldog ' s  manure an ' yo ' know , mix it , 
powder it in dere , mix it up . It ' s  a dirty thing tuh fool with but chew kin do 
it . An '  yo ' kin throw that at a person . Dat ' s  a dis turoment powder ,  i t  makes 
yo ' b reak up , an ' tear down . 

Ah seen a man once , he said he wus goin ' make a man crawl on his knees lak a 
turt le , an ' he wrote de name down . He wrote de name down j is '  de same as ah 
tell yo ' .  

(How many times did  he write the name ? )  
Nine times . 
(From each corner of the paper to the center , nine times - thirty-six times ? )  
Yes , an ' he fill dis fulla red peppah , salt , an ' ho t-foo t  powder an ' gi t-�ay 

powder, an ' he put dis in dis turtle ' s  mouth . He pried his mouth an ' put it in 
de turt le ' s  mouth , stuffed dis turtle an ' turned dis turt le loose to a bayou , 
into a bayou ,  an ' dis man ' s  name whut he had in dere . De man went ovahbo ' d - he 
got drownded de .ninth week aftah that . 

Git a s corpion o r  a lizard an ' yo ' burn dat dus t an '  yo ' kin have i t  as a 
powder ,  yo ' understan ' , an ' yo ' kin put that in anything tuh drink an '  give it  to 
a person , an ' it  will poison dere whole system . 

Yo ' git de Indian turnip , yeah - dat grows as high as a man . Git  a Indian 
turnip an ' git a piece of  he b lackjack vine . 

(What is  a b lackjack vine ) 
Well ,  it ' s  a vine dat grows in de woods . I t ' s  a black thing , b lack lak a 

snake . It  runs all up in woods ,  all roun ' . I t  don ' t  have no flowers . I t ' s  j is '  
a �ieee of  j ack . Some of  it grows that big aroun ' , some of  it grows big roun ' as 
dat chair , an ' it wraps  all roun ' de t rees an ' it grows in many trees . Yo ' git a 
pie ce of  that . Dey got de he an ' de she - de she is small an ' de he is biz ,  an ' 
yo ' boil that together , dis Indian turnip an '  dis b lackj ack vine , an '  swamp-root .  
[Three ing redients . ] I t ' s  a root dey call de  swamp-root.  An '  yo ' make those 
diff ' rent teas of  that . That clean all of  these insect - any kinda thing dey 
got in dere , dat clean i t  all out . 
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[ (American) Indian turnip should be j ack-in-the-pulpit - any "b Zaakjaak vine" 
growing "b ig roun ' as dat chair" and divided into "de he and de she" is a "vine" 
to be  doub ted - a "swamp-root"  could be  anything - and all these things , I feel 
rather certain , she knows only from purchase in a hoodoo store . ] 

De dust out of  a ants bed ,  ah nuses dat mahself . Well , yo ' nuse dat in a hot
foot powdeP. Yo ' gits red peppah , John de ConkeP Poot an ' git dis same yellah 
j acket ' s  nes t an ' yo ' take that an ' throw it at anybody ' s  house an ' yo ' kin git 
dat whole row tuh move right out an ' go on - dat whole row will move . 

(Are there many whi te people in the s ame type of work? ) 
Yeah , dere plenty . Ah don ' t  go tuh none of  ' em .  
(The books , what are the principal b ooks you ' ve heard them us e ,  some of  them 

use the Seventh Book of Moses ?  Are there any other books . The Black Cat Book? ) 
Ah nevah heard of  ' em  usin ' de books . Ah know dey got people , ah heah ' em 

say dey do de work , but ah don ' t  go tuh none of ' em. Ah couldn ' t  explain none 
of their bus iness . 

(Some people do use books though? )  
Yes . 
[After she had left the room , I comment to Telediphone . ]  
(This woman was afraid to come in this morning . She thought that I was taking 

pictures . This  hat on the desk has caused that report  - several di fferent places 
where we have been ,  they think we are taking pictures of them . )  

(End o f  1598 . )  

ZORRO - THE MENTALI ST 

WE DO FIND IN THE SOUTH 
THAT 90 PERCENT OF NEGROES 

IS BEEN TRAINED UNDER THAT HOODOOISM 
AND 40 PERCENT WHITES BELIEVE IN HOODOOISM 

COURSE I ' VE  BEEN ON DE ROAD FOR TWENTY YEARS 
IN VARIOUS ATTRACTIONS - "SHUFFLIN ' SAM" AND 

I ' VE  BEEN IN THE MEDICINE GAME AND SEVERAL OTHER 

I HAD A FRIEND THAT WAS IN THIS WORK 
HE WAS KNOWN AS THE ''MYSTERIOUS PARKER" • • •  

I WAS HIS UNDER-COVER MAN • • •  
AFTER HE LEFT ME IN ' 2 5  • • •  I GOES INTO THE MAGIC BUSINESS • • •  

THEN I PUT IT DOWN AND OPENED UP A OFFICE 
OF THE SAME TYPE [AS PARKER 'S] • • •  

THE LAW WAS VERY FUNNY, SO I OPENED UP • • •  
A SCHOOL OF UNIVERSAL TEACHING • • •  

I DIDN 'T GIT ALONG SO HOT • • •  
SO THEN I OPENED UP • • •  A SPIRITUAL ADVISING OFFICE • • •  

FROM THE SPIRITUAL ADVISING OFFICE AND 
FROM BEING ON DE ROAD WITH MEDICINE 

• THEN I GRADUALLY TAKEN IN ALL OF THIS HOODOO BUSINESS 
SO THAT 'S THE WAY I COME 
AND I ALWAYS FIGURED THAT 

I WANTED TO BE A LITTLE DIFFERENT FROM THE REST 

NORFOLK , VIRGINIA 
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[ Z orro ' s  estimation of the number of hoodoo believers ag rees exactly with that 
of FAITH DOCTOR of Little Rock , Arkansas , who was still 1 year and 9 10 crow miles 
away in the future - see title quotation in latter interview , not yet paginated . 
Zorro - who borrowed his profes sional name from the title of  a motion pi cture 
well-known at the date of borrowing - speaks for himself on cylinders 467 : 1-
474 : 1 .  "Friday , June 11 , 19 37  - Norfolk - No . 468 - Dr. Zorro - 105 7  Clavert 
[ [ Calvert ? ] ]  St . , Norfolk" - Numbers Book 442-621 . ]  

One of the fellows that I met on the road was ·telling me ab out chew - course 
it ' s  qui te natural everybody wants to know what it ' s  all about � and invited me .  
Say that you wished to see or - I don ' t  know what it was - s ays you was compiling 
a book of s ome des cription and had me t o  lay over to see you . And ag ain I told 
him I would , and [ though ] I had to  be at my place [ of bus iness ] .  

( Do you do bus iness here in Norfolk? ) 
Yes , I do bus iness in Norfolk . 
( I  mean do you have your office here , live here? ) 
Yes . 
(How do you spell your name ? ) 
Z-0-R-R-0 . 
(Zorro . )  
I have two . I have a place in [ nearby ] Suffolk and I have a place here - but 

mostly I was in Suffolk . So , I don ' t know j ust  what you are in the market for or 
j ust  what . Well , i t ' s  no harm to ask . 

(That ' s  quite Light . )  
[ After a brief explanation of my work which I did not record , I say : ] (You 

can tell me anything that comes to your mind . )  
Now , I find in my dealings , a child raised in Alabama or Missis s ippi , or we 

say, the deep South , and one that is raised in de East - I do find that there 
are two different types of children . The child that has been rai sed by a whip 
and a s cold , a ballyhood we could say ,  and one that has been raised by the point 
of the finger , we find out that there are two . We often hear the story , espe
cially amongst  brutish men , that I have t o  whip my girl friend or my wi fe every 
week before she will mind . After I whip her she will do this and that . 

Now , I find this . The girl who are rai sed in the deep South probably will 
have to be whipped - if you wants to take this one for a wife , you will have to 
us e her j us t  the same as she was rai sed , scold her . Now , the one that has been 
raised in the Eas t , or the Wes t or the North , we s ay ,  is shy by the point of the 
finger . In order t o  get  her to  be a real wife , that is a helpmate ,  why she will 
have to be handled the same way . These two women - wives - cannot be used [with ]  
the same strat egy . So , I do find that i t ' s  qui te dif ferent into the wife . 
First , find out where you ge t your wife - where - j us t  where and how she was 
raised . 

Then , I do find in my line , a child that it ' s  parents is in bus iness or his 
parents are buying , and one that is meeting the seven o ' clo ck whistle - they 
thinks different , see . Now , the child that his father ' s  in bus iness or buying , 
he ' s  always around de table , that is , figuring ab out , he ' s  talking , ·�ell , honey , 
I �  got  to meet this note and so on and I ' m got take dis bill out and I ' m going 
to close this deal . " This child grasps a portion of  this and comes up easy . But 
the one that is always talking , "De boss - de b o s s  carried us like hell today , 
afraid I ' m losing my j ob , "  and s o  on . This child , he is always thinking - he 
always have an idea of appeal [ supplication and fear ] - like you find this . 

Again , hoodooism . The ques tion may be  asked , ' 'Who was the firs t magician? " 
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We say - claim that Jesus was the firs t magician because he handed Moses de wand 
and Moses smo ted de water when they were running from Pharoah ' s  army .  So , magi
cians around here generally claim that they gets their  mys teries from God . 

Again , I find out , speaking about de graveyard dirt , this may be very true ; 
but it ' s  a s imple [ truth ] about this , that the hoodoo world depend upon person
ality ,  and also it depends on belief . They say fai th moves mountains . The 
average magician says - I mean hoodoo man , says that we [hoodoo men ] moves 
trouble . The fourth beas t of  the Bib le s tates , says , "Go and see . " 

(What did it say? ) 
The fourth beas t - the firs t beas t says , "Go and see , "  [ the second one ] , the 

third one , and on the fourth beas t ,  they go and see - says , "Don ' t ask him or her 
but go and see . " 

Now , firs t I find in de hoodoo world it ' s  no need to talk to those that don ' t 
believe , beca�se you ' ll lose them . But if  you do get one that don ' t believe , you 
mus t let your cons cious mind deal with the sub cons cious mind and you must , again , 
refer back to the Good Book in relating to them this story that God says that in 
a garden there ' s  a tree bearing twelve manners of  fruit , and it ' s  leaves was -
again you find they says fai th moves mountains . Now , "Sis ter , j us t  think , you 
can gain anything you wish . " Firs t ,  you relate to her that the Bib le says that 
they use holy water . You give her a package of your holy water [ informant and 
many other profess ional workers make own holy water] , relating to her wi th your 
fai th .  It ' s  my prophesy that you will succeed . 

Again , there is such a thing as someone have left you - sweetheart or mother .  
I f  you wi ll go and dus t your windows down wi th a brush or b room every morning for 
nine mornings and call their name ; then after that , if you will sit  down and 
write a letter and take this letter and burn it  up and throw de ashes in de mid
air , the direction where you think they are , you will hear from them or something 
from them , or  either , they will concentrate with you . The chances are , if these 
people haven ' t  written you , they will write you or later on - it may be a year , 
you will receive some mail or message from this particular person . 

(When you brush this window down you j us t  brush it?  That ' s  all? ) 
Jus t brush your windows with a broom every morning for nine mornings . You 

brush your windows down for nine mornings and make dis wish , and also you got 
the letter . All right . Now , after burning the le tter up , you will hear from 
them in less time than a year - what we would say within 9 0  days . It  will take 
some time to hear from them . 

( Suppose a woman likes a man and he doesn ' t  like her , what could she do to 
get him anyway? )  

What kin she do to get him? I f  a woman likes a man and he do not like her -
in some cases this has something to do with a sex . I do find that in the mos t 
of  the cases of that kind that women leaves their husbands and husbands leaves 
the women - these mens or women or this party , there is something wrong in their 
vitality . 

Again , there is such a thing that another woman can take a man away in this 
way , which we do know that certain things whi ch [ concern] your belie f .  It  is 
known that if  you will burn incense and if  you will use holy water and dPess 
yourself , as the Good Book tells us , that women would dress their b ed and dPess 
their body aftd affection , why they can easily gain this man by using this dress
ing - this means a high-diluted perfume . Again , with this high-diluted perfume 
you mus t also make it  your business to make him answer certain ques tions to you , 
or prove to him that you are better than the one that he le ft , because you have 
studied as trology or s trahtegy of  gaining him ; and qui te natural , s tudying as
trology of gaining him ,  that you will again do this . You could do everything in 
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your power to have everything looking sweet and you would us e every action and 
movement in de b ody with this per fume . Th en , again , in using these perfumes , 
you calls his name three or four times and you wri tes him i f  you can . Then , in 
writing him ,  the per fume that is known as Bos ton Compact is diluted either with 
alcohol - the Bos ton Compact is a oil diluted wi th alcohol or either with warm 
water and colored to suit the eye . And sp read this on you and catch his eye . 
He will get devoted to you from this diluted odor . Years b ack they used to  use 
Hearts PerfUme , which is the common grade of mus ' [musk ] . 

Again , by doing the see [ ? ] , this woman us e her - his wi fe comes to be  dis
gus ted and quite natural she begin to arrange it so that every time he is there 
he come to be dis gus ted till he thinks of the various times that he has been 
with - that ' s  where she us es her sub conscious mind wi th his cons cious mind and 
that ' s  the way she takes him in . Although there is a ole saying - it is told by 
a s avage people that you kin take certain thing s  from him and certain th ings from 
you . 

(What are these certain things ? )  
Well , they are a li ttle bit . 
(You can speak quite frankly , if you want to say it . ) 
These simp le things . I f  you takes his dis charge and your ministration and 

leng thpiece - two together - and cas t them overb oard , he ' ll never get away from 
you . 

(How do you put them together now? ) 
You take your ministration , his dis charge , before they dies - you have to work 

this within three or four hours after you get it . Put them in a b o t t le and seal 
it up , he ' ll never get away from you . 

Now , there ' s  another I ' ll tell you , that he will never have th� designs for 
anyone else until you turns this on him - j us t  turn him loo se , i f  you wants to 
give him away . You gets de b o t t le back and turn him loos e .  

(Have you heard , though , o f  a woman measuring a man? ) 
I didn ' t  get you - I didn ' t  get you for that . 
(A woman measuring a man - measuring his . )  
Why this only works from this side - thi s is a phoney though . What they 

measure with ' s  no good . The vi tality - only the seed and ministration is the 
thing that they have to us e .  There ' s  no fakes wouldn ' t  work . 

(Suppose a man loses his vitality - a woman would take his vitality away -
what could he do to  restore it when she put s the spell on him? ) 

I f  he can coax her to turn him loose , he ' ll have the feeling s for others as he 
want s .  But i f  she is hard-hearted and she don ' t let these two seeds die , why 
she ' s  bott led him - he ' ll never get away . 

( I s  it true that a person can get hold of your foot tracks and do something 
wi th them to  harm you? ) 

Get ting hold o f  the foo t track to harm you - in the hoodoo world they claim if 
I can get your foots teps that I could harm you . But , there is  no sucq a thing as 
that . I defy any man to say that he kin take my footsteps . Jus t as the same as 
�s tory they tells in hoodooism that I ' m going to d�ss this doorknob . Well , 
let ' s  look into it . I f  you dresses this doorknob o f  [ fo r ]  me and someone els e 
come along and hi ts this doorknob , they gets hurt. This is a phoney that is told 
i� hoodoo by people that are de luded , �· But , th ere is such a thing that you 
kin d�ss this doorknob with something that carries a odor . 

(Well , what would that be? ) 
Well , i t  a of fensive odor . You kin take , people says , potash wi th this sul

phur , and then it ' s  quite natural if it will touch the hands , it wi ll take a con
fliction on it , and with his belief , why , it will practically harm ' em .  
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( I t  depends upon the way he be lieves ? )  
Shore . 
(Rather than upon the mixture itself . )  
But , now , you kin b reak that up by using the s tuff that is known as your 

night water , and with vinegar , and what is known as silver mullein . [ Three 
ingredients . ]  You take your night water , about a quart , you take this silve r 
mullein into vinegar , and put it all toge ther and you ' ll wash - le t it get hot , 
and wash de head [ o f  penis ] with it , and then tie the head up . Again it revive -
it has the tendency o f  cutt ing off de old skin and put ting on the new skin , it 
makes it work like that . 

( Can they get hold of  your pho tog raph and do anything with that ? )  
The photograph question - we ll it ' s  this way . I f a party gets your photo

graph , nails it up to any kind o f  tree and you come to know that they have nailed 
it up to a tree - with the propaganda that have been put out - you wi ll come to 
be a fanatic [ franti c ] . In othe r wo rds , you wi ll worry yourself to death . 

(What have you heard them say they can do with graveyard dirt? )  
Graveyard dirt is known t o  b ring peop le back and to split ' em .  Now , I 'm going 

to throw graveyard dirt at you and you ' ll soon be  dead . [ Technically this is 
known as putt ing a bad mouth on you . ] But the real final truth about graveyard 
dirt , it ' s  no such thing . 

( I t  doesn ' t  affect them that way at all . )  
(Well , now , what sorts of  cases do you take in hand? ) 
There are such cases as s t rokes and things , [ also ] womens and mens that can ' t  

agree . 
(Well , now , what can you do with them? I f a man and woman can ' t  ag ree , some

one has done something to them to make them dis ag ree ? Or do they j us t  disag ree ? )  
All right . The average man , I find , the ave rage man or woman - well , the 

average woman that be lieves in hoodboism or says someone is taking her ma�way 
from her is a woman that practically have los t  her act ions . All right , then he 
goes somewhere else and will find that he kin get j us t  what he wants . But , I do 
find this . Set down and wri te a le tter - write a le tter j us t · the same as the day 
you firs t started to court . Re late into this le tter the ' s crip t ion from the 
Bib le , says , "Yea , I walked in the valley of the shadow o f  death , I will fear no 
evil . "  Now , dey ' ll write it j us t  the s ame as if she was pleading . And after you 
do this , then you d�ss this le tter - you �ss this le tter with a high-diluted 
perfume such as Jo ckey Club or some perfume . But be sure that this perfume is 
used through a sachet  powder .  After treating this letter with this perfume , you 
b ring the letter to me . 

(The woman b rings the le tter to you? ) 
Shore , already addressed . After the le tter has been addressed , then you 

b rings it to me . And after you b rings it to me - do no t seal it , b ring it to me 
and after I dresses this le tte r .  And after I dresses this le tter , then I puts , 
treats this le t ter with this high-diluted perfume and sachet  powder , and she ' ll 
send it to him .  Then the third day , if she thinks that she kin get in de neigh
borhood where he ' s  at , she ' l l s t roll by and then he will give he r some high
diluted perfume to wear it . And if ' t is ne cess ary she has to go to wo rk then 
and gets any �pens ive garter - j us t  one . 

(Who gets this ? )  
I do . 
(Oh , you do - you get the garter . )  
Yes . And this gar ter is treated . The ques t ion will rise when they ret ire , 

where is the other garter . After the le tte r ,  she relates , "Did you see a le tter 
so and so . "  Now , as to the party that is staying together , the husband is not 
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faulty or  the girl is not faulty . After perfuming them up highly , tie a rag , i f  
it  i s  a woman , around the head , and "daddy comes tonight" - dey very sick .  I f  it 
is neces s ary dey ask , "Why you s trike yourself and have a little blood or some
thing on your hand . "  Den this ques tion rises , "Dear , I wanta tell you somethin ' ,  
I feel like I 'm not going to be here very long . "  All righ t , then she retires , 
and then she gets right down to , "Dear , why you do in ' t this - it  making me sick . "  
At de meantime , you [ the practitioner]  prays and have her to pray off  that . With 
all o f  these parti culars , with your belief - if  you will pray , all things you 
will find absolutely certain . 

(I  didn ' t  unders tand what you did with that garter . You give the garter to 
this woman? ) 

Dis garter raises de question when she is getting ready to retire . One is the 
real garter and the other is probably a s tring , and then the ques tion , where is 
the other garter . Then you [ the woman] b rings up de s tory ,  you know , how you 
[ she ] be . This is to break into , bring back de s t ory ,  so  we kin revive [ old 
memories ] and come to be old friends . 

( I  see - in other words , i f  a man sees she is only wearing one garter , he 
wants to know where the other one is . That the idea? ) 

Yes , then the ques tion arise - where is  the other garter . But this garter 
mus t be tricked. Now , this is t reated by you so it is . 

( I  see , you do with the garter the same as you did with that letter . )  
Yes , the same way . 
[His us e o f  the word tricked as a synonym for dressed sugges ted my us ing the 

word in its normal sens e . ]  
( I f  someone thinks he ' s  tricked - harmed or something o f  that sort - just  

how would you go about diagnos ing the case?  How would you study a case of  that 
kind? ) 

Well , it partly comes from the year [ ear] - thinking that someone have 
poisoned them or put a spell on ' em .  All right . We do find in the South that 
90 percent o f  Negroes is been t rained under that hoodooism and 40 per cent whites 
believe in hoodooism . Well , they looks around b ackward� [ afraid of  thei r own 
shadows ? ] .  All right , we find that she believes that she ' s  hurt . Firs t ,  find 
her age . The average woman that is pas t 35 - that is reaching 40 - yes , she ' s  
hurt becaus e the Bib le tells us that she ' s  hurt , becaus e she should go and she 
would bear , have pain . At 35 she begin to chang e life . Firs t , find out the 
firs t intercours e she have . After you finds out the fi rs t intercours e she have , 
then you kin j udge . "You ever been a mother? " "No . "  "You never been a mother? " 
"No . "  [ Or] "Been a mother to two , "  prob ab ly she will say .  All right . "Did you 
have good t reatment ? "  "Yes . "  "How i s  your husband? Is  he a b rutish man and us e 
you like a ho rse , or do ' s  he respect you? " All right , he us es you like a horse . 
All right . "What line of  work you been following up . "  All right , been doing 
domes t i c ' s  work . All right . I f  she ' s  been hurt - she believes she ' s  been hurt , 
then you us e your psychology and treat her then , j us t  the s ame as the regular 
[ doctor? ] - you t reat her for the oves [ ovaries ] the womb , the head . I f  she ' s  
in busines s of any kind , well , you know that she ' s  subj ect to  have b rains torms 
at certain times , but i f  she haven ' t  got any money and she j us t happy-go-lucky , 
a�d you tells her the t ruth and she don ' t  believe it , you have to tell her a lie . 
Well , all right , you go b ack - you goes b ack and show her she ' s  hurt . She ' s  hurt 
right in her leg - has s omething crawling up and down her . All right . What is 
dis crawling up and down? This is the change o f  li fe . All right . Now , i f  you 
tell her the truth , she don ' t  want you ; i f  you tell her a lie , all right . 

All righ t , now we ' re coming fo r this phoney bus ines s .  When was de las t time -
you know de party - you calls several names , i f  i t  is neces s ary , as I do it  in my 
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way .  Fi rs t , I relates over t o  her , "Yea , I walks in the valley o f  the shadow of 
death" - this prayer .  Find out de ones . ·�ow wri te four names of  your distin
guished friends down - write two names . "  

(Do you mean men she has had or j us t  friend s ? ) 
Friends - j us t  relatives , male or female . You wri te four names that b e  your 

particular friends , down , and you wri te three names in front of your enemies . 
After you wri te ' em down , then , you don ' t  look at ' em .  "Why did you write this 
top name? Was she so-and-so-and-so ? "  You works from that . 

You might come in this way - in thi s mind-reading and fortune- telling business 
there may be a time that you don ' t  believe in it . [You s ay to the woman ] "There 
is four people that are working opposite against you - one is of middle age , one 
is of  bus ines s ,  one is a male and the other is a female . It  seems that the male 
and the female is trying to operate together . Seems to me that you could be  
suffering with the various pains in the head . "  

"Yes , that ' s  right . "  
You gaze in one eye ,  down , "You don ' t  feel so well , you has a misery here and 

there . All right . "  
"Yes , I certainly do . "  
" Sometimes it  feels like your head is  going to come o f f , is  that righ t ?  You 

don ' t  have the feelings for others as you do for him ,  do you? O r ,  you has more 
pleasure for him than you do the others ? Chance is things is not b�aking so 
forty with you? You don ' t  handle the money good , do you? Seems like everything 
you put your hands to it ' s  a failure ? I t ' s  lots o f  friends don ' t  like you? Then 
ask me any question you wi sh . "  

This is for the power for her to open up and give you the - I tell you what 
you do then . 

·�ow ,  let me see if  it ' s  s'uch a thing where you kin look in a certain port ion 
of de flesh for your misery . " 

"It ' s  right in here . And every time I pas s by he r house , she did this or 
that - she made faces or  shook her mop . And she gits in church and slurs me and 
tell me , ' Yeah , dis or dat , ' and tells all de neighbors that I 'm going to - ' I  
going to get a husband that takes a real man . ' "  

This is the case . All right . I t  would be  wi se to tell her to wri te a letter 
and b ring it to you , with these peop le s names . After she do that , then you tell 
her to write a letter to her husb and and give it  to you . All right , you gives 
her then some incense to burn , when no one is  around and to go in conference with 
hers elf , and fast [ ab s tain from food ] - "Rub yourself down into this and tomorrow 
night you go out and he ' 11 b e  there . "  This is taking a chance he ' 11 be there , 
you see . She ' 11 say ,  "Yes , he come bu t I didn ' t  see him - but he come by . "  All 
right - this woman , you can git her through him . 

Now , you ' ll have him to come around by you , us ing - taking your conscious mind 
and dealing with his sub conscious mind , and concentrate on him , he will ab so
lut ely ten out o f  twelve come there , where she will see him . When he do come -
in the meant ime , you fix and dPess her and say - and give her some thing to rub 
down in . You may give her what you would say is a high-diluted vinegar - it  
could be  white vinegar - and [say ]  "Rub yours elf thoroughly with this . "  Then 
come b ack and .give her what is known as a penetrating oi l , and again , we would 
say cream of tartar . And if it ' s  necessary to , give her some sachets to burn on 
the s tove . This is to fume [perfume ] the hous e out - Lilies o f  the Valley 
Perfumes as they calls it , and you tell her again to rub down wi th that . 

(Do you actually b e lieve that people could actually be  harmed ; you know , 
tricked - have spells put on them? ) 

I f  you could get it  inside them , that ' s  No . 1 .  No . 2 ,  if they b elieve , and if 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Roo twork - 1165 

they are weak-minded , feeb le , and they see you do sornepin so forced that anything 
you do they figure it ' s  agains t them , and then right at this par ticular time 
some thing would happen - why , � · Again , if anyhone harm one - all right . 
Let ' s  see - if a person see some thing - if  my neighbor have had a fus s or mis
unders tand - a boy friend fell out - or on a j ob and anything that it out de 
ordinary that is done - or they thinks - and then a pain or s omething s trike 
them or ei ther lose their j ob or some thing happen , they believe you did it -
yes . That ' s  wi th your fai th - that s omeone is robb ed j oo out your j ob - your 
j ob is los t . 

[ I f you believe it , it  is true . ] 
(How would you handle a cas e of that s o r t ?  I f  a person s aid that s omeone did 

some thing to me - took my j ob away from me and they [ even I am mix ing up pro
nouns ! ]  carne to you - how would you res tore their confidence - or you know , how? ) 

Well , now - "Good morning , Madam . "  ' 'Yes , I was working there and they took it 
[ j ob ]  on away . "  "What ' s  her name ? Did you ever see these people talking to the 
boss ? Was she a bet ter worker than you? " "Yeas . Well now , I works mys el f to 
death , I 'm de fas t es t worker there . "  

Sometime we do find out that workmen ' s  employers - employees is got  a way , 
especially de females sex to try to gain de affection to  this [man ]  worker at de 
plant . In lots of de cases they left this work [ did not lose the j ob ] . 

Again , we do find out again that s ome times , that they slow up on de j ob -
s ometimes tha t complaints would have a lots to do . And then personal appear
ances - that smile . Then again , the old girl us ed to  come back or s omething o f  
this kind . This i s  the cas e you have t o  find in a l l  thes e things . Prob ab ly 
she ' s  a girl that she ' s  no t s o  tidy , or she do no t wear a smile , or she ' s  too 
familiar . Then , again , we do know that low s alaries will make people take . 

(What? ) 
That low s alaries will make ' ern take [ s t eal ] . Well , it is s ome times some thing 

like that , but never do this , if  this is the case [ never ask ab out a pos s ible 
thef t  but ] you s ay this to your client , ' 'You place this on you . " You us e this 
psychology , "You dress yours elf and wash down into this . "  And all this revive 
them by keep ing theirselves sanitary , hair looking dainty , wear a smile - or , 
" I f  you get dismis sed , and if you give this let ter to  your mis tress , "  or , "Give 
this card to your mis tres s . I ' m going to dress this card , I want you t o  give it 
to  that mis tress and let her read it to  you . " I t ' s  quite natural you wouldn ' t  
send a card tha t would say , "Go t o  hell , "  or you wouldn ' t  give her a letter or a 
bir thday card tha t s ay ,  "Go to hell . "  You give her one dealing probab ly with the 
Bible . Then I says she do that and then I s ays , "You s i t  down and you consul t 
with her - approach her . " See . Then by doing this they may take her back . 

(What would you give her as a rule ? )  
Sometime you give ' em  something to wear in dey shoes - a h ighly diluted per

fume o r  either a foo t-pad , as you see in the s tore ; they always have those cot ton 
pads you put in your heels , one of thos e or ei ther something to wear around her . 
Now for some thing to wear around them , you give them , if it ' s  necess ary , a little 
red bag and you perfumes this b ag every morning - they put some thing on it . When 
they goes in it ' s  qui te natural dey has a deli cious odor and , no t only that , when 
th�y wears this they are thinking of their mis tress and the mis tress absolutely 
by you concentrat ing on them . And [while ] they concentrat ing on the mis tres s , on 
the boss - and the boss is practically [ the important one ] what concentrates -
and then you [ they concentrate on ] what you would s ay .  You would us e this con
trolling p ower [ of psychology ] by doing the thing s that you know wili be j us t i
fied to do . 

( I f  a person comes to you and wants to get a hand - you know , buy a hand, 



1166 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

luaky hand , gamb ling hand , something of that sort - would you take care of  them? ) 
I f  a party wished a gamb ling hand , all right . I do find absolutely - this is 

true and I defy any man that speaks of it - if  he will use this psychology , he 
will always come out pretty good . A party wants a luaky hand - "I can ' t hold no 
money , and everywhere I goes to gamb le i t  looks like I j ust  can ' t win . "  All 
right . "What is your name ? What month was you born in , the date? And I tell 
you what you do . You takes this . "  I always deals wi th - mos tly some of these 
li ttle churches and have small pamphlets and "you take this and read it . "  Nat
rually , you ' ll read it . And then you touch yourself , "In the Name of the Father , 
of the Son , and of the Holy Ghos t .  Amen . "  [He demons trates . ]  

(He touches hims elf on the forehead . )  
On the forehead , "In the Name of the Father , and of the Son . "  
(Then you go to the left shoulder . ) 
Then here . 
(Then to the right shoulder . )  
Now , when you go into this game , someone that you [have ] faith in , absolutely , 

I know this is a fact because every time I used to get ready to go on de road -
I was on de road 2 2  years - every time I ' d  go on de road , when things was break
ing bad , I would borrow it from a uncle of mine . And this uncle was one of the -
he didn ' t call hisself Chris tian S cience , but he was of the Church of God in 
Chris t .  See . 

( I s  that what they call Holy Rollers ? )  
No , this Holy Rollers is a phoney name , but the name o f  ' em is Church of God 

in Christ . All right . Well , they believe , not as Christian Science , but dey do 
believe dat fai th will move mountains . And I knowed he always has been a very 
good man - the firs t thing , he was nearly forty or fifty years old be fore he ever 
was married , cause .he had to care for his mother . 

Well , I was born in de S tate of Virginia . 
(Oh , you were born in the S tate . Oh , I see . ) 
Course I ' ve been on de road for twenty years in various attractions 

Shuf[lin ' Sam - and I ' ve been in the medicine game and several other . 
(What did you say you were in - Shuffle A long ? )  
Yes - ah mean , not Shuffle A long - Shufflin ' Sam .  
(Shuffling Sam . ) 
And also S .  H .  Tut tle - I played the [ something ] at  Mobile . I played the 

White S tar in Cleveland . I lived in Massachuset ts a couple of  years . I run the 
Southern Hous e there [ somewhere ] .  

(How did you £ick up this work - I mean , how did you get into i t ? ) 
Well , I had a friend - he was - I firs t come to be a magician - now , I 'm ahead 

of  my s tory . I had a friend that was in this work . He was known as the Myster-i
ous Pat>ker. 

(Mys terious what ? )  
Parker . 
(Was he in Virginia here or . )  
Yes , he was in Virginia . 
(What town was he in? ) 
He was in Norfolk . And he was not so good on reading or writ ing , and so I • 

us ed to hang around him and do all of his writ ing . In other words , I could say 
I was his under- cover man , at .d did all of his writing , and from that , why , he had 
no idea of how to conduct business . So  I would outline to him ,  in fact , what it 
was all about , in the way of how to correspond and write these let ters and answer 
' em .  Then he left me for five years . So after he left me in ' 25 ,  I goes to work 
and I git about three or four hundred bucks and I goes into the magi c bus iness . 
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Then I come to be  a magician . So after coming to be a magician , then I put it 
down and I opened up a office o f  the same type [ as Parker ' s ] . Of  course ,  the 
law was very funny , so I opened up as , what you would say ,  a Schoo l of univePsal 
Teaching - how to make different kinds of p roducts - and from the p roducts why ! 
didn ' t  git along so hot . So  then I opened up what is known as a SpiPi tual Ad
vising Office . So , therefore , from the spiPitual Advising Office and f rom being 
on de road with medicine , then I gradually taken in all of this hoodoo business . 
So that ' s  the way I come and I always figured that I wanted to be a li ttle dif
_ferent from the res t . And of course , I never did believe in swindling the gen
eral pub lic - being fai r with ' em  - but if  you see a monkey , why , in some cases , 
if  you are short [ of money ] you have to keep it . 

( I f  it is really something that isn ' t  swindling him - i f  you can work on him ,  
i f  you can work psychology on him , that isn ' t  swind ling him? ) 

Yes , but owing to  our fai th , why , we shouldn ' t  tolerate with this whatever , 
but . 

(Oh , it will be  years before they can stop it ? )  
I don ' t  know - i t  will b e  thousands of years . In fact they never will , see , 

because - same as some people haven ' t  thought of  it , but I have . 
(What towns in the South do you find that are the b es t  towns to  get this sort 

of material such as I want ? What would be good towns in the South? ) 
Kentucky , Shepherd [ ? ] , Elizab eth City [North Carolina ] . [He may have played 

Shepherdsville , Ky . ,  but population in 1960 under 2 , 500 . I would soon collect 
in Elizab eth City . ] 

What hurts this business , I b elieve is this . I do believe to  a extent a 
po rtion o f  the hoodoo busines s is practically fair , but the average do not learn 
enough ab out the business of  human nature or do no t come in contact with enough 
of different nationali ties in order to know a man better than he do hisself . � 
study ,  daily ,  is t o  know you when you walks in - when you said , "Good evenin "' 
[he is not referring to me ] . 

(You want to know the type of man . ) 
I wants to know the man . All I wants is a cheery voice , easy footsteps , and 

look into de face . You suppo sed to know de man if you dealin ' with this man . 
Then again you supposed to  know what a man is thinking ab out within the proper 
reach without him telling you , and I do find the average that it is in the busi
nes s do not do this . 

[ For his easy footsteps , see my comment on page 1024 . ]  
Now , what you call a good visit - when I sit  down to - he says , ' 'What ' s  your 

p ractice? Are you a roadeP? Are you a [ s omething ] ? " You say ,  "I am spiri tual
is t . "  Quite natural he would say ,  "It ' s  unneces s ary to say two words . "  "Is  that 
right? " "Yes . "  Then he is satis fied , see . I feel , � - us ing psychology 
us ing years of  expe rience - using a man that knows you better than you do your
self . 

----(What would you s ay mos t  of  your cas es are concerned wi th - what kinds of  
troub le? ) 

The mos t of  the cases is b ad luck . 
(B ad luck . )  

. Bus iness - commercialism al l the way round . 
[He means - finding work . Thirty years later it  is s till the p rob lem among 

Negroes . ]  
(Well , how does family troub le come in your work? The sexual troubles , do 

you �many of those? ) 
[Mos t cases are woman tPoUb le says man in interview THI S DOCTOR WAS BORN 

BLIND , but he and Zorro live in different worlds . ]  
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Yes , I find this . The average woman - you want it from de sex or de hoodoo 
end of it . 

(Well , both ends - j ust  give it to me . Well , now , what do you find the 
average woman is troub led with? ) 

The average woman , the domestic worker , is taking on too many sweethearts . 
Again , her husband is too brutish . All mens do no t know how to use a woman -
that ' s  No . 1 .  Now , this family trouble either comes from one or tother is 
played out . 

(One or the other? ) 
Yes - which we do know that a woman that never had a child , she has a hard 

time when she reaches 40 . We do know again that the man that runs around and 
cannot satis fy the woman - we do know that it ' s  no pleasure there . The average 
woman has to be - what they say whoopee up a half an hour before the man , they 
say ,  because it . 

(Before they what? ) 
Be fore de man gets ready , which you do know that it takes more to revive a 

woman than it do a man , because they always are so far to reach . I find out 
that mens again , s tops co ' tin ' [ courting ] after they are married , both white 
and colored . If we would co ' t  more and as we do , if  we would co ' t  after we are 
married as we do before we are married , there wouldn ' t  be such many divorces . 
Mens and womens stops co ' tin ' after they are married . This absolutely have cause 
of 60 percent of all de homes broke up because the woman do not go dainty after 
she is married ; the man that used to bring in little boxes , presents - candies 
and so on - and he do not care to take her out to a dance or dine or wine or 
any - interduce her . Women absolutely loves to be interduced as , "Mr . Jones 
meet de Mrs . So-and-so .  This is my girl-friend . "  We do find the word wife used 
to be very customary , but today I find by b lushing and saying , ·�eet my girl
friend , Mrs . So-and-so , my wife - and let de word "wife" be at  de tail end . 
Well , this makes her feel very important and it causes her to b lush and feel 
that you thinks a great deal of her . You finds it the same way , don ' t you? 

(Well , I think it ' s  good psychology . Yes , what you say is perfectly true . )  
Again , mens - especially our mens because they has to toil mostly - do not 

bathe and buy pretty things . And as far as going out and having sexual inter
course - that ' s  sometimes by kicking out and going to a hotel and reviving the 
old days over again as a girl friend , it revives his care and brings back de 
days of real enj oyment . 

(Do you find many cases where you can - what percent age of cases of that type 
can you bring them back together again , help them out? But you can ' t succeed in 
all of them . But do you find that you have fairly good success ? ) 

I find I has a very good success if they don ' t [ do ]  listen at all , but the 
average woman never finish taking your treatment . You say ,  "Give me thirty days 
and I '  11 have you and your husband back together . "  As soon as he comes back ,  she 
drops it . 

(He ' s  back and she drops it - whatever you tell her to do . )  
Yes , she don ' t do it any more and she don ' t see him , which then you has to 

relate to her that , "You know if  I can do you good , I can do you harm . " By doing 
that she will recuperate [ cooperate ] again • • 

Again , I do find this - that the average man and woman , as we were speaking 
about wives - so many of us - it ' s  either they do not - they stop the co ' ting too 
soon , I mean the giving up of co ' tin ' ship and they are not affectionate . Then as 
soon as he comes to be  in power , there is always someone in the neighborhood that 
admires him because he is making some dough , or he admires her because he is in 
de position to keep her up and he wins her over . This has the tendency again 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Roo twork - 1169 

that one or tether will get away . Then she will say right s t raight - he ' ll come 
and say ,  " Someone has got my wife . "  She done le ft him . She left becaus e ei ther 
he ' s  not affectionate or can ' t do things like he us ed , or someone else has pro
duced him over . I f  this is the case , then nothing to do then , but go out and 
treat him in every way , or her , by giving them a verse to say ,  " I  walked in the 
valley o f  the shadow o f  death . I shall fear no evil . The Lord will b e  with me . "  
And find out the month they was born in and at this speci fic time - whatever date 
it was - tell them to pass at [your o f fice on ] this particular date , and [or]  go 
over to see them , or either wri te them with the unders tanding that you mus t wear 
her name in your shoe . Wear her name in your shoe - well , it ' s  a common tPiak. 
I t ' s  quite natural , you ' ll think of her and we do know that concent rating will 
make them think of you . 

(You were speaking about a man being so b rutal . In what way do you mean? ) 
Brutal in this way . Mens - some mens realize the fact that his wi fe is sick .  

Nature i s  a great thing . All right , he shouldn ' t  touch her . Then he begins to 
touch her - th at ' s  No . 1 .  And then when he gets on , which ten minutes should be 
sufficient , and we would say ,  once a week would be sufficient , but he will want 
to go every night . Then he will want to try every hobbyhorse that it  is - every 
way and every action . The womans can ' t  say no thing - she ' s  tied , can ' t argue . 
Why after she ' s  let him discharge once or twice , she ' s  b roken down . But she know 
that she ' ll have to do certain things for him . Then he begins to . 

And they us ed to have a old way , when it was the mulatto [ ? ] woman was in 
action - well , this will deal wi th b o th races - calling deyself winning homes or 
sweetbaaks . 

· 

(What did they call them , again? ) 
Winning homes or sweetbaaks . 
(Winning homes or sweetbaaks ? )  
Yes . 
(What was that ? )  
This means that I ' m a better mate than the other - as a woman , i t  is o ften 

said , no mat ters what you give her , if you are not a man , it ' s  no pleasure there . 
Well , you o ften hear the s tory , "What she want wi t dat man ? He ' s  raggly , he this 
and that , and he come from a poor family . "  But. he has de action - he have won de 
home . We kin find that some womens is prob ab ly b roke down , "Anytime I wants to 
have a real time I has to go to So-and- so . "  The man is b roke down - j ust  tired 
of winning de home , that ' s  what it ' s  called . 

Mens and womens , both , don ' t git  satis fied - after while they gets fus sing and 
so they have outside . This is known as winning the home , or either a piebaak 
becaus e she is so weak and by being weak why she don ' t give the proper satis
faction . Chances are he has to recuperate hisself three or  four times b e fore she 
kin give him anything . This means the b reaking up , confusion in a home , and as 
we was speaking about b rutish , the average man , he do no t know how . He tries to 
go out at the bottom , to s tay at de bot tom , or de sides of it , whi ch is a cul
tural rule . I f  you have a connection wi th a woman you kin find her weak spot to 
make - to make her b ring this j oy ; but the ave rage [man ] don ' t find thi s and he ' s  
all over dis woman , butting an ' hugs , and he goes at de bottom . He ' s  rough and 
h� ei ther is too large and he ' s  b rutish . And after he gets through , the day 
after , then she begin to suffer wi t de whites or  oves [ ovaries ] .  

Some o f  these - well , one thing that prob ably will be  bene fit to you . Lots 
of ' em  never looked into i t  but in my traveling I have found , that the girl what 
is rai se by de s cold or de whip or is raise by a small family that has to toil 
every day , and one that is raised , we would say in Toledo , a place where the 
people is doing a li t t le two-by-four bus iness , they are di fferent - they have to 
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be handled different . I do find again that we mens should realize where his wi fe 
is from . Again - how was she raised?  I f  a woman was raised on a farm and did 
no t have any education or we would s ay ,  raised by a poor family where always had 
eight or ten children , the children were always tired . "If  you don ' t  get out 
chere , I ' ll take something and knock the devil out of yuh - gowan out chere . "  
I t ' s  no t the reason that this child have to be  s colded - one thing , it ' s  no t 
good and proper for him that he have to labor and toil , and then it ' s  [ some
thing ? ]  away . This child has to be - if a man wants to make a wi fe happy - he 
have to use her the same way . 

Then again , I do find that every man should find the woman that is for him , 
The Good Book tells us that God would pick out a wife , but I find this - after 
the life I have been through I watches every little thing . I believe that a 
party born in April should marry a party born in June , I think . But I do believe 
if you marry within the same mont ' ,  there ' s  no confus ion . I have tes ted this . I 
have tes ted again , probably you have - a party that is named George or Tom or 
Henry , or say it ' s  John Harris or Frank - if you notice , Franks or Johnsons or 
Tylers , they all prakly [ practically ] have the same spirit . [ He mentions the 
celeb rated FRANK HARRI S - the man I firs t heard about in Maryland and a year 
later sought for and found him near Suffolk , Virginia - see INTRODUCTION . ]  I 
will recall some o f  the names and probably you ' ll say the same . I f  you no tice 
de name Parker , it ' s  always the people that has a way o f  earning money in a 
smooth way . I f  you no tices de Howards , they ' s  always a skinflint people - no t 
so smar t but ye t they ' re dependent [ dependable ]  and again they don ' t  take . I f  
you no tice d e  Jones and d e  Johnsons - s low t o  success ,  easy t o  b e  coaxed . I 
no tice the Williams . They generally is s low , is s teady - s low in action , they 
gets high , but yet they falls in life . Again , I would s ay I no tice the word 
Bowles . They are very bright but yet they are no t bright enough to s tay on top . 
And then I no tice Charlesons . They are the type o f  people that are backwards -
do no t care to toil but yet always s tand very high . And I no tice various names 
in life and I find that they ' ll run generally the same . 

Now , what is your name ? 
(My name is Hyatt - it is a very rare name - Hyatt . )  
Well , it 1 s  no t cus tomary here - Hyat t . 
(No , it ' s  a very rare name - old English name . )  
Yes . And I do find that to be the truth . 
[ I f  I remember correctly , Zorro is probably my only nomeno logis t ,  the only 

informant interes ted in nomeno logy - whatever the belie f  and practice of the 
s igni ficance of personal and family names is called . ]  

Again I do find this . The mos t  o f  the hoodooism , superstition , two-facedness , 
back-biters , underminers is hateful - absolutely is church people .  I do find 
that in my walk in life . And who keeps them up - 9 9  percent of church people . 

[Now , the reader knows why I neither wore clericals nor went about telling 
everybody I was a clergyman of  the Epis copal Church . ]  

I find , again , whe ther it  will bene fit you , but I absolutely do believe it -
social and society life are the ki tchens o f  all filth . I have tes t this over 
twenty years - society and social life are the kit chen to all filth , which you 
will agree tqet ' s  right . Again , I do find in life in my traveling - even down 
into show-boats - whenever you hear the child says , "I  come from a darn good 
family , " this child is always traveling .  What I mean by that , he is always 
moving from place to place trying to find something else . 

Again , I do find that we don ' t have to go all day to find a man out , or  who 
it is . You kin know whe ther he believes in this or that , or whe ther he is weak
minded , or his tongue is cheap , or whatever line he is in - i f  she wants to gain 
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a man confidence or come to be his friend . If he is a fine painter he will talk 
on furniture ; if  he ' s  a carpenter , he ' ll talk on carpentering . 

And again I do find this in life in my travelin ' .  You take two true fellows 
that comes to be pals and come to , we wouldn ' t  use the work like 1-i-k- e ,  but we 
would use the word artificial 1- o-v-e - love , mankind . I f  they comes to be pals 
and if you picks a one to be a pal , he ' s  got one trade and you ' ve got  ano ther . 
You ' ll hardly ever find two pals that loves one ano ther of the same trade . This 
means that this will keep one of those backward - the one what seems to follow . 
He will always keep him back because he canno t find a one to  make up his line of 
business . 

[ Here is the man who "want to know the man • • • look into de face • • •  always 
moving from place t o  place trying to find something else . "  Yes , he reached his 
goal - "I wanted to be a li t tle di fferent from the res t . " ] 

• 

DOCTOR YOUSEE 

A PERSON 'S BODY IS SELF-ACTION • • • 
WHUT AH MEAN BY SELF-ACTION 

EVAH 'THING IT DO 'S IT DO 'S IT 'S OWNSELF 
WE AIN 'T GOTTA DO ANYTHING • • •  WHUT AH 'M TALKIN ' 'BOUT 

[THE BODY] HE 'P YO 'SELF TO DO IT 
JES ' LIKE YO ' GOIN ' HA VE A ACTION 

YO ' HA VE A ACTION AN ' IF IT 'S ENOUGH 
WELL, IT SHET OFF AN ' YO ' DONE, YO ' SEE 

AN ' WHEN YO ' TAKE A LEAK 
WELL, WHENEVAH YO ' GIT THROUGH LEAKIN ' ,  IT 'S DONE 

WELL, YORE BODY 'S SELF-A CTION, YO ' SEE 
BUT WHEN YO ' GOT SOME A-LIVIN ' ENEMY CREATURE IN YO ' 

WELL YO ' SEE IT STOPS ALL OF DAT [SELF-ACTION] 

JES ' LIKE A MEDICAL DOCTOR COME DERE • • •  
HE GONNA GIVE HER MEDICINE 

DAT AIN 'T GONNA DO A THING, AIN 'T WORTH A DARN 
IF YO ' DON 'T KNOW WHUT TO START AT, KNOW WHUT YO ' DOIN ' 

YO ' MIGHT JES ' AS WELL NOT DO A THING • • •  
HE TAKE HER OVAH TO DE HOSPITAL AN ' OPERATE ON HER • • •  

HE DON 'T SEE A THING DERE • • •  
WHEN DEM DERE CREATURES JES ' LIKE DEM SCORPIONS IN YO ' • • •  

A "ORDINARY DOCTOR" KIN TAKE A X-RAY AN ' HE CAN 'T SEE NUTHIN • • •  
ONLY A "ROOT-WORKER" HE COULD SEE DEM 

JES ' AS GOOD AS LOOKIN ' ON DE GROUND [FOR THEM] 
BUT UNDERSTAND HOW HE KIN SEE IT 

HE KIN SEE IT BY AN ' THROUGH A CRYSTAL [BALL ] 

IF DE EVIL SPIRIT TAKE YO ' MISERY AN '  YO ' TROUBLES AWAY 
WELL HE GOIN ' WANT SOMEBODY ELSE TO PUT IT ON 

HE TURN RIGHT ROUND AN ' PUT IT ON YO ' 
WELL IF YO ' AIN 'T GOT SENSE NUFF TO PROTECT YO 'SELF 

WHY HE 'LL TAKE DE MISERY OFFA DE PERSON YO ' CURE 
AN '  BRING IT RIGHT BA CK TO YO ' 

WAYCROSS , GEORGIA 
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[ In the title quotations we have - without details and variations - the basic  
theory and practice of  hoodoo healing . Every dis turbance of  the s e lf-action 
human body - bad luck , headache , broken arm or diseas e  - is caused by an evil 
spirit someone sends into it  by calling on the help o f  God or the devil . Only a 
master o f  spirits can rid the body of  an evil spirit . Doctor Yousee , who thinks 
in terms o f  spirits , is a specialis t ' s sp ecialist - an expert in protection 
agains t spirits . Having des cribed spirits elsewhere , I will confine myself here 
to the pertinent ques tion . How is it  that a Doctor of  Medicine after X-ray and 
operation did not find a live s corpion in the patient ' s  body?  Doctor Yousee 
tells us why - the root-worker had to use a crystal ball to see the s corpion . 
What the crys tal ball revealed was the spirit form of  a s corpion . To see a 
spirit , one mus t believe in spirits . To prove this we have an actual clinical 
case of the young man whose company sent him to a specialis t at Hillman Hospital , 
Birmingham , Ala . After an examination the ophthalmologis t said there was nothing 
wrong with the eye , but s till he wanted to know what had happened . The young 
man , one of  our informants , then told him the eye had been hoodooed . "Son , you 
have to go to a two-headed doctor . " Thereupon the young man went to Madam Jane 
and had his perfectly well eye hoodooically healed . ( For  s tory , see page 9 15 ; 
for quotation , page 9 16 , line 12 . ) ] 

[ Informant 115 8 , quite different from anyone else , says some unusual things -
among them his se lf-action b ody , o�inar-y doctor , circle o f  s even secret candles , 
and spirit Youngs . He was my mos t  voluminous source o f  material - his interview 
filling 26 Telediphone cylinders , C3 20 : 3- C3 46 : 1  = 1901-19 2 7 . While lis tening to 
the cylinders as I rechecked the trans crip tion , one of  the notes I made about him 
reads , "Talks rapidly at times - no hesitation - knows his work - spoke readily 
without hesitation . "  This is substantiated by my few comments and ques tions in 
the text , not one o f  which has been omitted . Since I did not know his name , I 
have called him Yousee . Need I exp lain why ? ] 

Yo ' kin take yore hair , yo ' see - yo ' take nine s trand o f  yore hair or one , 
either one - it doesn ' t  make no diff ' rence , see . Yo ' take nine s trand of yore 
hair an ' yo ' take a red flannen [ flannel ] rag , see . Yo ' p ut nine red antses in 
dere , see .  Yo ' take dem nine red antses an ' tie it up . Yo ' take a srnoothin ' 
iron , yo ' know , an ' heat it real hot an ' b rand dern ,  see . Well , yo ' take dat an ' 
care it  tub de rivah - by watah . Well , dis a-workin ' by spirchully [ =  spiritu
ally = spiritual ] powah - see , evil works . Take an ' care it  to de rivah an ' 
throw it in . Well , whenevah yo ' dealin ' with evil spirits , yo ' tell ' ern ,  say ,  
"Well ,  ah comrnan ' j oo to do as ah say do . "  See , take dat an ' throw dat ovah an ' 
say ,  " Ah  cunjure thee by de spirits of de watah dat choo do rnah will . "  You see? 
Well , when yo ' do dat , yo ' throw dat ovah dere , see . But it  must be done aftah 
sundown . See , whenevah de sun ' s  g oin ' down yo ' fight a man . I f  yo ' gonna he ' p  a 
man - j es ' lak a pe rson in misery an ' yo ' gonna he ' p  ' irn ,  well , yo ' ket ch it  from 
twelve a ' clock tull three . Aft ah twelve a ' clock de sun is risin ' agin , you know , 
but not in dis worl ' , you see . So yo ' throw dat ovah dere den aftah sundown . 
See . An '  dat give yo ' ,  dat cause [ you] to have mis ery feelin ' - comes from 
spells , you see . 

( For good ycu do it before the sun comes up - and if  you are causing trouble , 
after the sun goes down . )  

Dat ' s  right - de sun mus t be gone down for bad work . 
It ' s  quite natchurl , yo ' know , dat chew have been round people , yo ' know dat ' s  

in misery - sick .  Well , dey complain , say , "Well , ah feel all right in de day
time s ee ,  but soon as night come ah have a bad feelin ' • " Well , yo ' know de 
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reason why? Cause dis  work has been put out whenevah de sun ' s  down . Dat ' posed 
to take e f fect every evening when de sun goin ' down when dis misery comin ' on 
' em ,  see . [ For a remarkab le example o f  psycho logical time in hoodoo , � 9 2 8 ,  
p . 34 9 . ]  Well , aftah twe lve a ' clock dat night - see , i f  anybody be ' s  up wi t dem 
dey kin tell de di ff ' rent by dem tellin ' ' em  yo ' know , dat dey ' s b e t ter . Well , 
whenevah de sun rise , dat rises dem . When de sun goes down - well , every evenin ' 
sun go down , dey git dat mis ery wo rs t e s t  shape , much badder shape . 

Yo ' kin take a person pho tograph - have i t  taken , you see . Well , yo ' take dat 
pho tog raph an ' yo ' take it an ' take yo ' a envelope , den go to de g raveyard , you 
see . An '  you g i t  j es t  about fo ' ounces of graveyard �rt , you see , but let [ i t ]  
b e  - i t  seems whenevah yo ' g o  t o  dis g raveyard , le t i t  be  a person g rave , you 
see . Always , whenevah yo ' pick up dis dirt , pick i t  up which way de sun is goin ' 
down , you see , ' caus e i t  taken ' perience figh tin ' a person . Well , take i t  up an ' 
put i t  in dere an ' seal it up - put i t  in dat envelope an ' take an ' put dat pit
chure in dere . Well , if  yo ' dealin ' wi t evil spiri t s , see now , dat ' s  like dis . 
Yo ' take an '  go out in de woods - see , go out in de woods . Take i t  an ' draw yo ' 
a ci rcle , see . Yo ' take seven secre t candle - take seven secre t candles ,  see , 
' caus e yo ' dealing wit seven spiri t .  Quite nat churlly yo ' might have heard 

people speak about seven spirits . Yo ' take dem seven candles . 
[The King James Version o f  the Bib le by us ing wo rd candles ti ck has confused 

hoodoo - much to the profit  of candl emakers everywhere and shrine-keepers in the 
New Orleans area . The candles ti ck of Exodus 3 7 : 17- 24  and elsewhere is a lamp
s tand ; there being no candles in our sense in the Bible . The individual lamp was 
an earthenware container shaped like a butter-boat ; the elaborate seven-b ranched 
candles ti ck ( lamp s tand) o f  Exodus , the Meno rah , held seven lamp-b owls . The seven 
spiri ts come from Mark 16 : 9 ,  Mat thew 1 2 : 45 ,  Luke 8 : 2 ,  Revelation 1 : 4  ( the seven 
spiri ts whi ch are before His throne ) ,  all from as trology and symboli zing the 
seven plane t s , seven days of the lunar week , and later seven-everything . ]  

Well , dis work can ' t  be  done t i ll do se candles be li t ,  see . Well , when yo ' 
ligh t dem candles yo ' take dis se aled envelope - we ll , yo ' take yo ' a clean sheet 
of paper an ' yo ' draw yo ' a circle on dat clean sheet o f  paper [ cylinder changed]  
an ' put  a cro s s  in dere j es '  lak dat , yo ' unders tand , dat ' s  de  fo ' corners of de 
earth [ cro s smark in hoodoo fre quently represents  the four corners of the earth ] . 

(Jus t like you are cut ting a piece o f  pie into four parts ? )  
Dat ' s right . Well yo ' draw dat yo ' see ,. an ' yo ' make dat cro s s  in dere you 

see . Well , yo ' take an ' put dat seal on de g round . Well , yo ' put  dat envelope 
whut chew got  dat graveyard dirt an ' dat pho tog raph in dere - yo ' puts dat down 
on top o f  dat sea l [ cro s s  drawn on paper ] . Well , yo ' put chure right foo t on i t  
an ' yo ' turn yore face to de wes t ,  yo ' s ee , which is de sun goin ' down , yo ' see . 
Well , yo ' take - well , yo ' kin speak de words if  yo ' ain ' t g o t  it wro te out , yo ' 
s ay ,  1 10 . L . Youngs - L .  L .  Young , yo ' to come to me an ' do as ah say to yo 1 • 1 1  

( S ay what? ) 
S ay , 1 10 . L .  Young s . 1 1 
(0 . L .  Youngs . )  
That ' s  right , 1 1L . L .  Young s . 1 1 
(How do you spell that ? ) 

• 1 10 . L .  Y-o-u-n-g-s . 1 1 Dat ' s  who yo ' speakin ' to , yo ' see . Well , whenevah yo ' 
speak dat , yo ' s ay ,  1 1 I f  i t ' s  agreeab le to yo ' ,  if  i t  lawful to  Seegreen [ ? ] a low 
man [ ? ] 1 1 - yo '  see , well , dat ' s  speakin ' ' bout a man , yo ' see . Yo ' g o t  a man ' s  
pho tog raph , yo ' see , an ' say ,  1 1Ah want chew to call dis creature to be  where dis 
p i t chure i s  today . 1 1 Yo ' see . Well , yo ' go t dat pi t chure layin ' in dat ci rcle 
dere , yo ' s ee , ' cause  dey know whut de candle will do fo ' it . Well , after yo ' do 
dat , yo ' take dat an ' care it back to de g raveyard an ' bear it an ' le t it s tay 
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dere fo ' nine nights , yo ' see . In nine nights yo ' go right back an ' take it up 
an ' take it an ' throw i t  in de rivah . Yo ' see , de reason why people do dat , 
dat ' s  better den , much better den b uryin ' jomoo . [Latter word usually pronounced 
jamo (johmoh) , the two syllables of  mojo (mohjoh ) backwards . ]  

Well , look heah - see , yo ' kin go to a person house , where yo ' kin take an ' 
put down jomoo like dey do ' s  - take an ' put somepin undah yore s tep to come in 
contact wit you to do yo ' some harm , yo ' see . Well , now , dis person whut yo ' 
got  it buried fo ' ,  well , dey ' ll walk ovah it two or three times , will take effect 
on ' em ,  yo ' know . Dey ' ll come to being miserab le in dey laigs , somepin lak dat . 
Well den prob ' b ly dey go to a fortuneteller an ' say ,  "Yo ' know ah ' ve been havin ' 
complaints in mah laigs two or  three days . "  Dey say ,  "Ah ' ve been havin ' t roub le 
wit mah feet , mah laigs , "  an ' all lak dat . Well , dey tell yo ' ,  say ,  "Well , "  dey 
say ,  "ah see where yo ' havin ' troub le sure nuff , too . "  Dey conunence ' splainin ' 
de condition how dat works , yo ' know . Dey say ,  ·�ell , ah tell yo ' whut yo ' kin 
do . "  Say , "Yo ' go an ' look under yore front do ' s tep an ' dig dat jomoo up an ' 
bring it to me . "  Well , dis man now , whut tellin ' dis woman to do dat , say ,  "Yo ' 
b ring it to me . "  Well , he know how dey [men like him]  kin do dat . Yo ' take dat 
same jomoo whut de other fellah buried to do dis pers on harm , yo ' take dat same 
thing an ' mess him up .  Well , h e  take an ' whenevah he tell ' em t o  b ring i t  to 
him ,  why he 1 11 take an ' b ring it back to him ,  yo ' see . 

Well , he take dat same thing - ever whut ' s  dey got in it - prob ' b ly li ' b le to 
have dragon ' s  b lood or  anything like dat in dere , yo ' see . Well , he take dat 
same thing an ' build him a coffin - build him a small coffin , yo ' see . Well , 
after he buildin ' de coffin he take an ' write dis aommand woPd in dere . He take 
an ' draw ' im - j es t  draw a ord ' nary pitchure . I t  doesn ' t  matter , see , if a woman 
pitchure or a man ' s  pitchure [because my informant the doator doesn ' t  know wheth
er the evil-worker burying the jomoo is a woman or man . The latter he soon calls 
a root-man ] .  He takes that thing - he takes that jomoo that wus buried dere fo ' 
dis person , yo ' see . Well , he takes it an ' he puts it in dis co ffin - yo ' see , 
j es ' a ord ' nary coffin . Well , he ' ll take a day [ for messing up the person who 
buried the jomoo ] - can ' t do wit [ les s time ] you know when he ' s  [ the doator , 
informant himself is ] fightin ' agains t [ another expert ] a root-man. He [ the 
doator] ain ' t  figh tin ' nothin ' like dat ' less he got more experience then-yQu 
[root-man ] .  I t  ain ' t  like - well , yo ' take a dead man ' s  shank bone , yo ' see . 
Ah guess yo ' understand whut a dead man shank bone is ? 

(That ' s  from his ankle isn ' t it [ automob ile horn sounds ] from his foo t ? ) 
Certainly . Yo ' take a dead man shank bone , yo ' see - yo ' take an ' crumb le a 

lit tle bit  of  it off , j es t  a leetle bit  of  it off , yo ' see . Yo ' take it an ' put 
i t  in dis coffin where this jomoo is , yo ' see . Well , yo ' lay dat jomoo down an ' 
yo ' take an ' go out in de woods an ' yo ' draw yo ' a circle , yo ' see . Draw dat 
circle in de same kinda circle [ as in the preceding rite ] , but yo '  draw two . Yo ' 
draw a big one an ' yo ' draw a small one ' cause yo ' gotta put dem candles , certain 
candles , in ' twixt dose two , yo ' see . [ A  circle is drawn within a circle ; the 
candles are placed between the two concentric lines . ]  Well , yo ' stand in de 
middle dat circle an ' take a clean sheet o f  paper an ' yo ' draw a small circle 
wit de fo ' aorners of de earth , let dat - put dat coffin - let it be tetchin ' 
dat paper dat chew got  chure foot on , dat chew got yore right foot on . Well , yo ' 
turn yore fa� to de wes t , yo ' see , an ' yo ' speak dem words . Yo ' call dere 
names , yo ' say ,  "0 . L .  Youngs - L .  L .  Youngs , ah conunand yo ' tuh come tuh me an ' 
do as ah say do . "  [This is the aorrmand woPd previous ly mentioned . ]  Jes ' lak 
dat , yo ' see . An '  after yo ' speak dese words to dem , yo ' see , ever whut chew 
want , yo ' know , j es ' tell ' im anything yo ' wanta do , ' cause , yo ' see , yo ' de�lin '  
wi t  evil spirits . An ' if  yo ' know how to control dem , dey do ' s  yo ' say do , yo ' 
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s ee , but i f  yo ' ain ' t  dealin ' wit evil spiri ts atall , well , it ' s  quite natural 
yo ' go tta put out a jomoo , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' ain ' t  got no backe r .  But anothah 
man come round dere an ' mess  yo ' up .  

Well , yo ' see , aftah yo ' do dat , put dat in dere - yo ' know , have de co ffin 
dere on dat piece of paper an ' commanded L .  L .  Youngs to do as yo ' say , an ' tell 
' im j es ' whut chew want done , fus t one thing ' nether , say ,  "An ' ah want chew to 
call dis creature 0 .  L .  Youngs . Ah want chew tuh call dis creature to be where 
dis bone is . "  Well , yo ' know where dat bone is - dat bone is  dead , yo ' see ; 
dat ' s  a dead man , yo ' see . Dat ' s  de las t words yo ' mus t say .  Yo ' say ,  "Ah want 
yo ' to call dis creature to me where dis bone is . "  Den speak an ' say ,  "Amen , "  
yo ' see . Den yo ' take dat an ' care it , after yo ' git through - yo ' don ' t  b low 
out chure candles until yore wo rk is completed . Well , after yo ' git through wit 
it , yo ' take an ' s tep on de outside de circle an ' den take de ehande l le [ candles ] 
up , which in doin ' work lak dat . 

Now , i f  yo ' don ' t know how tuh cover yo ' self while yo ' out dere in de woods 
doin ' dis wo rk - yo ' take another root-worker ,  well , i f  h e  got  a crys tal b all 
dere , yo ' know , he kin j es '  be settin ' down dere [ at home ] lookin ' right at chew , 
yo ' see . Well , he goin ' do yo ' some harm or else kill yore work , yo ' see , ' cause 
down in dis par t  of  de country de peoples figh ts one ' ne ther - ain ' t  like up in 
roun ' No ' th Car ' lina , yo ' see . Well [they are ] a friend , well , up in No ' th 
Car ' lina when dey puts out jomoos . Well [ down here ] , yo ' see , dey gonna fight 
one ' ne the r .  Dey [ up in No ' th Car ' lina ] s ee one ' nether doin ' wo rks , dey says , 
"Well , dat ' s  Mr . So-an ' -so . "  Dey know ' im ,  see [ and are friendly ] . But down 
here [ in Geo rgia]  dey tryin ' , yo ' know , dey tryin ' tuh pull b ack dere fire ' cause 
all o f  dem makin ' - yo ' know what I speakin ' ab out - one wants it all , don ' t  want 
de o ther man to handle it . Dat ' s  de reason why , ah ' spose [ cylinder changed ] -
yo ' know da

-
t beats out puttin ' out jomoos , yo ' see . Den ah goes in dis same 

ci rcle ah wus tellin ' yo ' ' bout - dis jomoo dat dey put down . 
( Instead of  them throwing it into the running wate r ,  they put down a jomoo 

because somebody might come around and clean you out . ) 
0-o-oh ! Yo ' tellin ' me ! Cause yo ' see - yo ' know , i t ' s  quite natchurl now , 

aftah yo ' do whut chew goin ' do , yo ' see , an '  throw it in de rivah , whut kin yo ' 
go  dig up from anybody ' s  house . Ain ' t  nuthin tuh dig up . Dat ' s  gone , yo ' see . 
Dat ' s  de reason why ah say dat b eats out dat jomoo . Yo ' s ee , it  b eats it  all to 
pieces . Well , den yo ' take an ' fill dat co ffin wit dat dead man ' s  bone an ' dat 
pitchure , yo ' see . Well , de root-worker dat done dis heah , yo ' see , well he 
don ' t  know nuthin ' b out dis ' cause he can ' t know nuthin ' b out dat kinda work , 
yo ' see , cause if he hadda , he wouldn ' t have put out dat jomoo under dere , cause 
he ' s  apt to mess up wi th de stuff he put down , yo ' s ee . 

Yo ' kin b e  in love wit a person somepin like dat - yo ' know dat ' s  easy work . 
Jest  lak yo ' in love wit a woman . 

Well , yo ' take - yo ' know , when yo ' dealin ' with i t , i t ' s  a known fact , � 
lak yo ' is now , prob ' b ly yo ' might not continue dis work an ' prob ' b ly yo ' kin , 
which an ' while , later . But after yo ' did whut ah ' m  speaking ' bout , yo ' see , 
dese  secret candles in dis circle , dat ' ll bring dem evil spirits - dat ' ll cause 
dem to worry yo ' , yo ' s ee . Yo ' take a o rd ' nary man , well he can ' t deal wit no 
evil spirits until he s tart , make a s tart , yo ' see , an ' yo ' ll know where dey • 
command by doin ' whut chew s ay do , b y  - whenevah yo ' s tart wo rkin ' agains t any-
body ,  dey gotta g o  an ' do whut chew say do - do j es ' lak yo ' say ,  yo ' see . An ' 
whenevah dey do dat , dey ' ll come b ack to yo ' ,  but how dey ' ll let chew know dat 
dey done it , why whenevah dey do dis person some harm or do ' em some good - well , 
i f  yo ' gonna do dis person harm , yo ' got wo rk for ' em to do ' em some harm - well , 
whenevah dey do dat person harm , dey come b ack to yo ' ,  well , yo ' feel like - �  
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git s tiff  in de neck . Yo ' wake up s ome mornin ' s  yo ' know when yore head can ' t  
hardly be  turnt , yo ' see . Yo ' have a s tiff-neck . Well , dey done been dere an ' 
come back on yo ' .  Yo ' see , dey done been dere an ' let chew know dey been dere 
an ' back to yo ' ,  yo ' see . Well , yo ' kin tell ' em ,  say - well , say ,  "Young , ah ' m  
done wit chew fo ' de time being , ah ' m  done wit chew fo ' de time being . Whenevah 
ah want chew agin , "  yo ' say ,  "ah ' ll call yo ' up . "  Yo ' see . But don ' t  nevah tell 
' em dat , yo ' know , "Ah ' m  j es t  through wit chew altogether , "  yo ' see , ' cause i f  
yo ' tell ' em yore through , we ll dey goin ' take yo ' - yo ' know , dey goin ' take yo ' 
at yore word an ' yo ' ll not git ' em back .  

Well , yo ' kin g o  t o  d e  fo ' ks of  de road j es '  like dis [ a  dog barks ] - like yo ' 
see a person gittin ' ' long well , yo ' see , dey workin ' hard . Or prob ' b ly yo ' 
might like dat man ' s  wi fe an ' yo ' can ' t  git to her atall - you see , tried all 
kinda ways . Take two devil ' s-shoes trings , yo ' see . Well , it ' s  a big end and a 
little end . Yo ' know de end whut g rows up ' b liged to be little an ' de root of  
it ' b liged to be large . All right . Well , de  little end , unders tand , dat ' s  de 
man all de time - de litt le end is de man . An '  de root end is de woman , cause 
yo ' know de woman 'b liged to be de leader of  everything yo ' know to a certain 
�xtent - for de Bib le say dat woman is unknown yo ' know to any man . Yo ' take 
dat little end an ' dat big end . Well , yo ' take - j es '  lak dis de big end an ' yo ' 
take dat little end an ' cross it lak dat in - right in de fo ' ks of de road . Well 
when yo ' cross dat , yo ' take yo ' a black spool of  thread - well yo ' tie dat chew 
know . Don ' t  tie it very tight , j es '  wrap it around . Yo ' don ' t  need to tie it 
atall , see , cause if  yo ' gonna tie it - if yo ' gonna tie a person togethah , yo ' 
take an ' tie it  an ' it  will tie ' em .  Yo ' take an ' j es '  wrap it around dere , an ' 
cros s it  j es '  lak dat an ' put i t  in de foah fo ' ks of  de road at s undown - yo ' 
know , at s undown yo ' see . Well , dat ' ll cro ss dis man an ' his woman up - yo ' 
see , dat ' ll cause dem to  come in , yo ' know , bad marriage . Somepin ' s  wrong all 
de time ' twixt ' em .  But soon dey ' ll finally fall out . Yo ' see , dat s tuff j es '  
break ' em up altogethah . 

Now , i f  yo ' wanta put dem toge thah , yo ' take de little end an ' de big end an ' 
don ' t  cros s ' em ,  ' cause if  yo ' cross ' em ,  yo ' know it gonna cross dem up - yo ' 
see , yo ' gonna make dem fall out . Yo ' take , yo ' know , an ' make a twist  out of  
it - take dat  black thread an ' twis t it  like dat dere , all  de way round an ' den 
tie it . Well , when yo ' tie it , well yo ' tyin ' dat man an ' dat woman toge theP 
whut chew want . Well , yo ' see , i f  it ' s  not fo ' yo ' self - fo ' s omebody else - yo ' 
j es '  take an ' call de re name . Well , yo ' take dat little end , dat ' s  de man , an ' 
say ,  "Well , John Thomas . "  An '  dis woman is Mary , say ,  "This is Mary . "  See , yo ' 
call each one ' s  name separate , yo ' see ; but have de man - he go in ' be  s tandin ' ,  
de devil ' s-shoes tring of de man - let him be on dis s ide of  de sunrise an ' de 
woman on dis s ide of  de sundown , yo ' see . When yo ' speakin ' dese words - when
evah yo ' speak dem words , yo ' b ring ' em right togethah j es '  like dat dere , yo ' 
see , an '  twis t ' em round [ demons trates ] . 

(Put one on top of  the other like that , tied together like that . )  
Like yo ' take two s traws an ' yo ' know , bend it  round like dat [ demons trates ] . 
(Oh ,  twis t them around each other . )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(I  see . )  
Den yo ' kin• take dat black thread an ' den twist  it - tie it , yo ' see . When 

yo ' tie it yo ' tyin ' ' em .  
(Why i s  the little one a man and the big one 
The reason why the little one is de man , yo ' 

woman , ' cause the woman , you see , suppose to  be 

the woman? ) 
see , ' cause de 
the root . Yo ' 

of  the plant being used ] , cause a woman kin git to a man where 

large one is a 
see [ the root end 
another man can ' t ,  
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yo ' see . A woman got advant age of  a man all de time . That ' s  the reas on why a 
woman is de root , you see . The woman is de root , yo ' see . 

Fo ' de woman to take away de man ' s  nature or de man take de woman - it don ' t  
make no diff ' rent . Well , i f  de woman g o  wit a man an ' she love dis man , yo ' see , 
an ' she don ' t  want dis man to come to correspond wit no othah woman or have no 
feeling fo ' no othah woman , yo ' see . Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' where dey cut de man ' s  
nature where he won ' t  have no feelin ' fo ' nobody but j es t  dat one woman . Well , 
she ' ll take s ome earthworms - she take nine earthworms , unders tand - take nine 
earthworms and put in a bottle . Take an ' put it in a bottle an ' s top de bottle 
up , an ' yo ' know it ' s  qui te natural de earthworm can ' t  git nuthin tub eat , he 
can ' t  git no water . Well , take an ' put it right out in de yard where de sun will 
shine on it  every day , yo ' know , when it ' s  shining . Well , she let dem worms dere 
round ' b out , well ah say roun ' about ten days , yo ' see . I t ' s  best  to do dis kind 
of work whut ah ' m  speaking about now , betwixt de second , de fo ' th an ' de sixth 
an ' de tenth , an ' de fo ' teenth of de moon - yo ' know when it  full . Yo ' know when 
de moon ' s  in de full , dem de days to do i t  in , yo ' see . But chew mus t wait till 
de moon is full . Yo ' kin do it  on de second day , de fo ' th day , de s ixth or de 
eighth or de tenth , or fo ' teenth [ even numbers ] .  An '  yo ' take an ' put dat b ottle 
right in de yard where de sun ' ll shine on it , well fo ' about ten day or more . 
Well , dem earthworm will vanish , zhoo know - a earthworm ain ' t  nuthin but oil 
nohow , yo ' know . Dey ' ll vanish , dry up - yo ' know , j es '  go ' way to nuthin . 

Take dat oil , j es ' like yo ' see - j es t  like she ' ll take dat oil j es '  like 
yo ' an ' her be sittin ' in bed . Yo ' goin ' together - cours e playin ' wit yo ' see . 
Like she tryin ' tub play with yo ' down dere , she take an ' b e  rubbin ' yo ' down 
wit it - dat oil , yo ' see - rubbin ' yo ' down good like dat , an ' she do dat fo ' 
about three night . She do dat s ame thing fo ' about three night . 

Well , she t ake den - see , she do dis on her mont ' lies den . Yo ' know , her 
mont ' lies come down , yo ' know it works mo ' better , yo ' see . Well , after she do 
dat ab out three night , she take s ome of  her mont ' lies an ' she take an ' g ive yo ' 
s ome of dat in yore food tub eat , yo ' see . Well , all dat ' s  workin ' togethah to  
[ trick ]  yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . 

Well , aftah she do dat fo ' ab out three day , well den she take a dishrag . Yo ' 
know yo ' gotta s teal a dishrag - she can ' t  take her own dishrag , j es '  like she 
go in de kitchen . She gotta s teal a dishrag , j es '  lak she g o  next do ' - it  g otta 
be takin ' it , yo ' know . Take an ' s lip a dishrag from s omeb ody ' s  house , yo ' see . 
Well , she take dat dishrag an ' she care it an ' hang it up in her yard , yo ' know , 
out dere in de sunshine an ' let de sun dry it  good and dry . An '  she take dat 
dishrag an ' b ring it back . She take a hot iron an '  brand dat - b rand dat dish
rag , yo ' see . Well , whut do ' - prob ' b ly he workin ' - i f  he comes in de b ack do ' ,  
well it ' s  all right i f  he come in de front do ' . But evah whut do ' he comes in 
regular - j es '  lak he b e  on de j ob an ' come in - evah whut do ' dat he comes in 
regular , well she take an ' put dat dishrag ovah de do ' • 

Yo ' see , aftah she feed off her month ' lies fo ' de three days , yo ' see , an ' den 
let dat res ' awhile , fo ' i f  she continue to feed it o f f  him , well , he be  purtty 
b ad gittin ' ' long wit her , ' caus e he ' ll b e  s o  j ealous of  her dat she couldn ' t  
stay dere , yo ' see . But she de one dat thought of dat , yo ' see . Well , sh e feeds 
hi� off fo ' three day . Well , she ' ll ketch it agin den on de next mont ' lies , yo ' 
see , an ' feed him fo ' three days agin , yo ' know - on like dat fo ' three times she 
feed him on de mont ' lies , yo ' see . Well , den she hold him j es '  as tight as dat 
hat b and , yo ' see . 

[He is  pointing to an old b lack hat lying in front and agains t my recording 
machine on the tab le .  In the hat was a concealed mi crophone loosely covered by 
a small piece of  b lack cloth . Cord from mi crophone to recorder went out through 
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a hole in back o f  hat . There are many re ferences to this hat in the text . ]  
But she can ' t  do it , yo ' know , j is '  reg ' lar . She doesn ' t  make dat a habit , 

yo ' see , ' cause if she do , yo ' see , de mo ' she do dat , de crazier he git about 
her . He kin be round other women an ' dey o f fer to go with him or somep in like 
dat , but he ' d  git mad an ' cuss ' em out . ' Fore dis would happen [be fore he was 
tPicked] , why he would be lovin ' wit ' em an ' want to go wit ' em ,  an ' [ but now]  
can ' t  nary a woman in de world suit him atall but her . An' he couldn ' t  git  
another one to save his  life . De moment he have intercourse wi t dat  woman , de 
mo ' he wants to have intercourse wit her , yo ' see . 

(Could the man get rid of  that in any way? ) 
Sure he kin rid of  dat . He kin git  rid o f  it , sure . Well , de way yo ' do dis , 

yo ' take nine s trand o f  her hair - take nine s trand o f  her hair . All right , yo ' 
take - after yo ' take nine s trand o f  her hair , yo ' takes a flannen rag . Yo ' take 
a red flannen rag , yo ' see . Yo ' take dat red flannen rag an ' put dem nine s trand 
o f  hair in it , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' fold it [ auto horn sounds ] ,  j es '  take an ' 
fold it an ' sew it up good , but yo ' mus t have some kinda reddish lookin ' thread . 
Take an '  sew dat up good an ' take - an ' take a b lack hen egg . He take a b lack 
hen egg , see , an ' after he take dat b lack hen egg , take an ' write her name on it 
at de bot tom , see [ he demons trates ] wri te he r name on it at de bottom an ' take 
dat red flannen rag an ' bury it in de ground , an ' take dat b lack hen egg where 
he got he r name wrote on de small part of it - take dat name an ' turn it down , 
yo ' know , to dat flannen rag , yo ' see , an '  bear [bury] i t  dere , yo ' see . An '  let 
it stay dere dat way , yo ' see . I t  won ' t do yo ' harm in dis way . Yo ' take dat 
hen egg , yo ' know , an ' cause a person , yo ' know , tub suffer from it , yo ' see , but 
it won ' t  control it disaway , ' cause yo ' see evil spirits is doin ' dis heah , yo ' 
see . Yo ' use evil spirit work heah , yo ' know . 

(After you bury these two things in the re , anything else you do on that? ) 
Well , aftah yo ' bear dat yo ' le t it stay de re fo ' three days , yo ' see , ' cause 

de reason why yo ' wanta le t it s t ay there fo ' three days , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' 
don ' t wanta le t it s t ay the re ve ry long , ' cause if yo ' le t it s t ay dere too long , 
yo ' see , ' cause by dat ground bein ' moris t [moist ] ,  yo ' see , it cause dat hen 
egg to swell , yo ' see , cause dat hen egg tub swell an ' it ' ll bus ' , yo '  see , an ' 
when it bus ' , yo ' see , it will cause her to be in bad shape . Jes ' le t it s tay 
dere fo ' three days . Well , yo ' take dat hen egg up an ' take it an ' care it an ' 
do whut chew want wi t it - throw it away , it ' s  all right , yo ' see . But if yo ' 
let dat s tay down , let dat stay right down dere , well , de firs t chance yo ' kin 
git yo ' git some of  he r sick clothes - go tta come o f f  j is '  like it come on yo ' 
[ see margin- ti tle LIKE CURES LIKE , p . 394 ] , yo ' see - j is '  like a person put a 
spell on yo ' an ' don ' t  give yo ' proper medicine . 

(My cylinders ran out . )  [ This comment at end o f  cylinder . ] 
[ He cont inues nex t day . ] 
(Testing the s tylus , Waycros s ,  Georgia ,  Tuesda�, March 7 ,  1939 . )  
(L as t  night I sent No . 115 6 home be fore he had finished , because I had run out 

of material , and told him to come back this mo rning . Edward tells me that he is 
waiting outside and we shall begin with the s tory about burying the egg - }rob
ably will have him tell it over ag ain . That means a continuation o f  No . 1 ?6 . )  

Yo ' know , well , for ins tance , ' bout de black hen egg an ' dis woman ' s  ' 1  
ministrate an4 her hair an ' dem nine red antses . 

· 

(Where did we have them? ) 
We have dem bear ' d  [burie d ]  in de ground . We put de egg in de ground , yo ' 

see , an ' let it s tay dere fo ' three days , so we taken de aig out now - we done 
done dat . 

(Go righ t ahead from there . )  
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All right , after takin ' dis h en egg out , yo ' see , yo ' takes some olive oil an ' 
yo ' take a piece o f  her mont ' lies cloth , yo ' see . Yo ' take it an '  wrap around 
dis jZannen whi ch have de nine strand of her hair in dere . Well , dese antses is 
wrapped in dis piece of  her mont ' lies cloth is round dat . Soak dat in olive oil 
an ' den bear [bury ]  it yo ' see . After bearin ' dat , well , yo ' see , yo ' can ' t  
git - yo ' git back wi th her with yore b lood . Yo ' go to a butcher pen or  any 
kinda pen which kills cattle or hog s or cows an ' yo ' git - but chew git ox blood 
which is beef blood , yo ' see . Yo ' kin git chew about , 'bout a ounce or two . Yo ' 
take three drops of dat blood , yo ' see , three drops of dat beef b lood an ' draw 
yo '  a circle roun ' dere an ' yo ' put it in a ang le part , yo ' see - j is '  like [he 
demonstrates ] yo ' put one heah , one heah an ' one heah 'bout - a ang le like dat 
[ demons trates ] ,  yo ' see . 

(Like a triangle . )  
That ' s  right , like a triangle . Yo ' see , after yo ' do dat , den yo ' take one 

more drop an ' put it in de center of  dat . Well , yo ' kin take an ' draw yo ' a 
circle round dat heah an ' j es '  put her name around in de circle . 

( Ins ide the triangle ? )  
Yes , inside de triangle . Take a piece o f  her mont ' ly cloth an ' wear in yore 

shoe fo ' nine days , yo ' see . Well , dat turns it right back round - ' s cusin ' dis , 
yo ' kin take an ' do her de same way dat dey take dese nine earthworms , yo ' 
see , an ' ' noint her down wi th i t , yo ' unders tand , an ' take a dishrag an ' do de 
s ame thing , but chew have to go at it a diff ' rent way with dis b lood proposition , 
yo ' see , ' cause yo ' don ' t  git  de b lood from yo ' ,  but chew git  de beef b lood 
will work in obj ict [ as a subs titute ] fo ' a man [man ' s  b lood ] , takes de place of 
a man , yo ' see . A man could do de same wi th de ox b lood as a bull kin , yo ' see . 
Well , yo ' takes dis aftah yo ' do dat , yo ' takes an ' wears it in yore shoe fo ' 
nine days , yo ' see . Aftah de nine days , well , yo ' kin take i t  out an ' turns it 
right back around . Yo ' j es '  turn de thing right back around . Well , yo ' see , it 
takes yore misery offa yo ' to a certain extent . Well , after yo ' do dat , course 
yo ' has tuh go through a real lot , aftah yo ' do dat fo ' nine days . Well , prob
ably yo ' might be purtty bad , yo ' see , it ' s  gonna go hard wi t yo ' ,  yo ' see . It 
takes a whole lo t .  

An '  yo ' t ake den , yo ' take - yo ' know , take de Bib le - dat is i f  yo ' don ' t  
know it by heart - it ' s  de seven persaZm [ P s alm 7 ] . Yo ' could take , yo ' reads a 
piece of where it speakin ' about , yo ' say ,  "How long ? "  Don ' t  say , "O Lord . "  In 
de Bib le it says , "How long , 0 Lord , ever what I do , 0 Lord . "  But yo ' ain ' t  
speakin ' to  de Lord , yo ' speakin ' t o  0 .  L .  Young like which ah tole yo ' ,  "0 . L .  
Young an ' L .  L .  Young . "  Yo ' say ,  "How long , 0 . L . , how long wilt thou forget me? 
How long will thou hid thy face from me ? Lighten mah eyes les s ' n  ah sleep the 
death . "  Well , whut chew speakin ' an ' whut chew tellin ' dese spirits to do -
" lighten mah eyes " to wake yo ' up , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' ' s leep an '  yo ' know whut ' s  
de troub le ,  an ' yo ' know dat chew got into a certain condi tion an '  yo ' know whut 
wrong . Yo ' wants tuh " lighten yore eyes" an '  to wake yo ' up to de fact , yo ' see , 
less ' yo ' sleep de sleep of death - dat mean less yo ' dead . Yo ' know it ' s  quite 
natchurl if  yo ' dead , dere nuthin dere to tell yo ' ,  yo ' see , ' cause d� only thing 
yo ' do is go to work an ' work wi t dem - do de evil work , yo ' see . 

, 

�ow ah show yo ' how to do it . Yo ' take yo ' a pan o f  watah or else a tub of 
watah . Well , about two minutes after twelve at nighttime yo ' set dat tub of  
watah at  chure bed . Even if yo ' in  a sufferin ' condition , can ' t  git  up , well , 
yo ' see , a lotta time wimmins don ' t  know whut dey doin ' . Whut ah ' m  speakin ' 
' bout , at leas t , dey don ' t  care , yo ' see . Dey say ,  well , dat ' s  my man , to  s ee 

where [whether ]  yo ' kin take effect wit some othah woman . Dey say ,  well , befo ' 
ah s tand to see him have anything to do wit other wimmin , dey say ah rather see 
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him dead o r  anything like dat . Well , dey cut chure na t� o f f  an ' by it workin ' 
wi t yo ' s o  s trong , it  ke t ches yo ' like dis heah . Yo ' see de reason - course yo ' 
kin have intercourse wi t her , yo ' see , ' cause she ' s  de life o f  yo ' ,  yo ' see . 
Long as yo ' round her yo ' b e  p lumb s atis fied , yo ' see . De minute yo ' leave o f f  
from round her , yo ' can ' t  - yo ' go , a s  I foresaid yo ' ain ' t  satis fied - yore mind 
is s till on her , yo ' see . Well , yo ' j es t  can ' t  be s atis fied no t unles sen yo ' 
·round her . 

But see , dey works it indif f ' rent , yo ' see , where yo ' purt ty hard to  g i t , yo ' 
see , ' cause some people got  a s t ronger cons ti tution than o thers , yo ' see - i t ' s  
' cordin ' t o  whut kinda cons ti tution yo ' got , yo ' see . But regardles s  whut kinda 

cons ti tution yo ' g o t , hit work on yo ' so hard dat yo ' j es '  g o t t a  come down , 
' cause , unde rs tand yo ' see , yore mind controls yore body , yo ' see . I f  yo ' 
couldn ' t  do nuthin to a person mind , well , yo ' couldn ' t  harm ' em ,  yo ' couldn ' t  
do anything . Yo ' might cause ' em to be in bed o f  ' fliction , yo ' see . Well , yo ' 
prob ' b ly have yore mind on dis wumman , yo ' know . Well , she see where yo ' goin ' 
too fur an ' her work ain ' t  workin ' fas t enough , she s ay ,  "Well , ah ' m  goin ' s top 
him , " yo ' see . Well , she go ' head an ' s top yo ' an ' have yo ' in a sufferin ' con
di tion . Yo ' li ' ab le to  b e  wi th a b ad ' fliction , but s till ye t ,  yo ' still be 
tryin ' tuh have intercourse wit her an ' tryin ' tuh b e  lovin ' ,  yo ' see , ' cause 
she satis fied wi t chew , yo ' see . 

Well , yo ' t ake dis pan of water an ' set it at chure beds ide on de right-hand 
side . Yo ' t ake one secret candle . Yo ' ain ' t  gotta work wi t de  seven spiri ts 
now ' cause dis is no t has hard - yo ' know , wit de sub j ect  mat ter i t ' s  no t as 
hard . Yo ' take one secret candle an ' yo ' take an ' put abo� t , j es ' le t de pan o f  
wate r - ah s aid , put it about fo ' inche s deep but don ' t  have enough to cover de 
top of de candle . Yo ' set dat candle in de middle of dat tub of wate r , see -
dat ' s  .dat secret spirchul [ spiri tual ] candle , yo ' see . Dis he ah evil spirit 
work , yo ' see , yo ' don ' t  put down no joomoos - yo ' see , dis spir chully work , yo ' 
see . An '  regardles s to where a person at - dey kin be in New York or Egypt , yo ' 
see . Well , ah don ' t  care where dey at , yo ' see , it ' ll take effect  on ' em ,  yo ' 
see , ' cause de pains will work . Yo ' take dis candle an ' yo ' set i t  in de middle 
of dat tub of water dere an ' yo ' take an ' light it . Well , when yo ' light it , � 
s ay dese words and have yore face to de candle , yo ' see - have yore face turnt 
towards de sun - yo ' know , j es '  de way de sun go down . As yo ' speak dese words , 
say , "How long , 0 .  L . , will ah have tuh suffer in de house o f  sorrow ?  How long 
will mah enemies hide their face from me ? How long will · ah take pains in mah 
soul , having sorrow in mah heart ? "  Dat means how long would he gotta suffer 
pains in his soul , having sorrow in his heart daily . Yo ' see , askin ' dese 
spirits how long would he have tuh suffer dataway , ' cause he s ay ,  ' cause he 
commandin ' dese spirits , yo ' see . After he speak dem words to ' em , axe ' em ,  say 
[ auto ho rn sounds 1 , "Ah axe yo ' to prepare a place fo ' me lessen ah s leep de 
sleep o f  death . " Yo ' see . [ Cylinder changed . ]  

As yo '  doin ' dis , yo ' see , yo ' mus tn ' t  have a lamp lit nowhere in de house , 
yo ' see . A dark house yo ' know gains de influence of evil spirits , yo ' under
s t and . Yo ' can ' t  work wit evil spiri ts [ i f ]  yore hous e is lit up , yo ' see , 
cause i t  a known fact dat yo ' kin see when it pit ch da ' k - people see ghos tses 
an ' things . Well , unders tand , yo ' kin see dem things , unders tand , at times , yo ' 
see . But ch� can ' t  see wit no light s ,  yo ' know , de house mus t b e  da ' k .  Well , 
�mus tn ' t  have no ligh t  in d e  house no mo ' den dat candle lit , yo '  see . Well , 
dat candle is yore pro tect ion , fo ' after yo ' speak dese words to dat candle in
cluded into dat water down dere , yo ' see , yo ' axin ' dese words ovah dis watah , 
yo ' see . Well , de evil spirit deal round watah , yo ' see , all de time , ' cause 
yo ' kin take whenevah i t ' s  driz zlin ' an ' rainy at nigh t time , well dat ' s  de time 
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yo ' kin s ee anything yo ' mind to s ee , i f  yo ' goin ' in dif f ' rent places , yo ' see -
or else whenevah de moon is in full , yo ' see . Well , after yo ' speak dese words 
to dis candle , well , dem spirits will come up an ' yo ' s ee dat candle fin ' lly 
waggin ' an ' i t  fin ' lly go out . An '  de person dat put dis on yo ' - j is ' lak if a 
person do yo ' some harm an ' go to New York or somewhere , an ' yo ' don ' t  know who 
done it . Well , after dis candle go out , dat person j es ' appear an ' yo ' kin look 
at ' em j es '  lak yo ' look at dat do ' dere - see , de room is dark an ' dey appear 
befo ' yo ' ,  yo ' see . 

Well , after yo ' do dat - after dis person appear befo ' yo ' ,  well yo ' take an ' 
write dese words whut chew j es ' spoke to dis watah . Yo ' take an ' write dese 
words out , unders tand , an ' take it - if yo ' not ab le tuh go to de graveyard or 
rivah , yo ' take an ' - after yo ' write dese words out , take an ' pay somebody ,  
anybody kin do it , yo ' see , ' cause if  dey workin ' fo ' anybody it ' s  not goin ' to 
do dem any harm , yo ' see . Take an ' care des e  words in dis envelope to de grave
yard . Yo ' see , take an ' git three pieces of graveyard dirt , yo ' see , an '  seal i t  
ins ide d i s  heah little ole envelope - j es '  s e a l  it ins ide d i s  enve lope an ' care 
it an ' throw it in de rivah . But it ' s  got ta be runnin ' watah , can ' t  be no j es '  
ordinary water - it ' s  gotta be  runnin ' ,  yo ' see , runnin ' watah . Throw it in 
dere . Well , dat relieves pains off of dat , dat relieves yore misery an ' turn 
whut de woman did tuh yo ' round on back to her , yo ' s ee . But a man have to go 
through mo ' den a woman , to try tuh git a woman , ' cause yo ' see a woman by she 
bein ' round , she doin ' yore cookin ' an ' she washin ' an ' all like dataway , it ' s  
easy fo ' her tuh git  up to yo ' ,  yo ' see , but a man can ' t  git up to a woman as 
easy as a woman kin git up tuh him , yo ' see , unders tand . So yo ' s ee dat ' s  de 
reason why he have to go all de way round an ' go through all dis much troub le to 
take dis misery an ' to bring his nature b ack to him . 

De wors t thing to i t  - it turns , see , but understand it won ' t  work as pure an ' 
as good no t unles s en de moon ' s  in de full which is de second , de fo ' th ,  de s ixth 
an ' de eighth an ' de tenth an ' de fo ' teenth . Yo ' ketch it af ter de moon ' s  in 
full , after dat it ' s  round . Well , yo ' do dat kinda work . An '  it takes effect 
from fo ' tuh five days , yo ' see . But i f  yo ' ketch ' em when de moon ain ' t  in 
full , it liab le to take 2 8  days - dat ' s  quick relieve . Well , dem pains - 0 .  L .  
Young , which is a certain spirit , which is  de seven spirit , dey ' ll take dem pains 
an ' dat misery clean off  yo ' an ' will care it right back to dat woman ; de same 
kinda condition dat she had j oo in , she b e  in · de s ame kinda condition . Well , 
dat ' s  in dealin ' wit evil spirits ,  yo ' s ee , cause de evil spiri ts dey all de time 
wanta do somepin evi l .  

· 

I f  yo ' dealin ' wit good spirits , j es '  lak yo '  go to a rootworker an ' yo ' want 
him tuh cure yo ' .  Well , he say ,  "Well , ah works wit de Bib le . "  See . [ He s ay ] , 
"Now , lis ten , ah kin take dis misery offa yo ' but ah can ' t  put it back on some
body else . "  Well , dey don ' t  know how ' cause dey ain ' t  dealin ' wit a evil spirit . 
Fo ' yo ' see , good spirits dey do ' s  everything good , nuthin bad ; but evil spirits , 
dey do good an ' bad work . Yo ' see , yo ' take evil spirits , i f  de evil spiri t take 
yo ' misery an ' yo ' troub les away , well he goin ' want s omebody else to put it on -
he turn right round an ' put it on yo ' .  Well , if  yo ' ain ' t  got sense ' nuff � 
protect yoreself , why he ' ll take de misery offa de person yo ' cure an ' bring i t  
right back to yo ' ,  yo ' see ; but chew gotta protect yo ' self , yo ' s ee . 

• An '  while yo ' are doin ' dis kinda work , dese candles are a cover-up to yo ' ,  
yo ' see , cover [ for ] other root-works an ' things . Yo ' see , it ' s  like whenevah 
yo ' draws a circle in de woods an ' do ' s  any devilment ,  well all dese candles 
aroun ' yo ' are lit , yo ' s ee . Well , yo ' know it ' s  j is '  lak a cover to yo ' ,  yo ' 
s ee , j is '  lak right now , i f  yo ' set tin '  in dis house heah an ' a woman set tin ' 
in dat house ovah dere . She inside de house . Well , yo ' can ' t  see her or nuthin 
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less she be out in de open , yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  somepin like dis candle . Dis 
candle is a protection an ' do ' s  yore work , yo ' see , ' cause it ' s  a known fact dem 
evil spirits . Yo ' know de bot tles [ glass containers ] wit dese candles in - yo ' 
know , yo ' call dem spiPahal candles , yo '' see . 

[He s ays the fact that a candle is called spiritual shows the candle is or 
contains a spirit . ]  

· An '  de reason why dat yo ' have to work , yo ' know , in dat matter heah , yo ' 
see , ' cause people is fighting agains t one another , unders tand . Well , if  dey 
wasn ' t  fightin ' one another , well , yo ' could put down a joamoo . Yo ' see , people 
dese days mos tly learns how to take care of demselves , yo ' s ee . Well , dat ' s  whut 
ah do ' s .  Once in a while I take care of mah ownself ,  see . I don ' t do it  for a 
livin ' or nuthin o f  de kind , I j is '  wants to see ' bout mah ownself - sich a way 
as dat . 

Jes ' lak if a person left - well , yo ' speakin ' ' b out if  yo ' know dere name . 
Co ' se yo ' have to  know dere name , yo ' s ee . All right , i f  dis person gone away 
an ' leave yo ' ,  yo ' unders tand , an '  yo ' love dis person an ' yo ' wants tub bring 
' em back .  All right . Yo ' kin take an ' take j es t  a ord ' nary piece o f  white 
paper - a ord ' nary piece of  white paper . Yo ' take yo ' a ink pen - don ' t write 
wit no pencil - yo ' write dis girl ' s  name on it , an ' yo ' write 0.  L. Youngs ' 
[ name] on at de bottom o f  this name , yo ' see . An ' after yo ' do dat , yo ' see , yo ' 
take any place dat ' s  got any heat , j es '  lak yore fireplace . Yo ' take an ' - well , 
yo ' see yo ' workin ' fo ' ,  yo ' workin ' tub bring her back , bring her b ack under 
yore control . Yo ' take an ' put dat seal wit her name an ' 0.  L .  Youngs ' name , 
s t i ck it  round de fire where it kin b e  warm - yo ' know , where it will keep warm . 
Well , yo ' lets it stay dere fo ' three minutes yo ' s ee . After yo ' let it s t ay 
dere fo ' three minutes , yo ' see , well yo ' take it out - yo ' know , take it from 
de fireplace . An '  yo ' take - well , yo ' see yo ' have to ketch where de s ign [ o f  
the Zodiac ] i s  at . Yo ' s ee yo ' can ' t  - dere ' s  a lotta  diff ' rent way doin ' by de 
s igns , yo ' know , ' cause yo ' see dere ' s  twelve signs yo ' unders tand . Dere ' s  no 
mo ' den twelve s igns yo ' understand . Yo ' got ta go by dif f ' rent signs or ' cord
ing tub de moon . Well , yo ' goin ' tub work dis in a way - well , if  de moon j es '  
comes in at  dis time dat it takes it effect on it , yo ' unders tand . Well , after 
yo ' write her name , yo ' take an ' yo ' wear dis in yore shoe fo ' three day ,  yo 1 
unders tand . Well , after yo ' wear it  in yore shoe _ fo '  three day , yo ' take it an ' 
yo ' hang it in a dark corner . Co ' se dere mo ' yo ' go tta do  besides dat  - � 
ain�t st arted yet . Yo ' takes an ' hangs it  in - j es '  lak yo ' put it b ehin ' a do ' 
in s ome closet dat ' s  real da ' k .  Yo ' lets it  stay in dere ; yo ' won ' t  bother wit 
dat any mo ' fo ' quite a while - yo ' j es '  fo ' git dat , yo ' s ee . 

Well , after yo ' do dat , if  she haven ' t  lef ' any o f  her clothes dere - well , if  
she got some o f  her clothes or anything like dat , personal thing , one thing 
' nother like dat , yo ' kin do it , yo ' see , but ah tell yo ' ' b out de clothes . 

Well , dere some , j es '  lak her underskirt or her , yo ' know , b loomers or anything 
lak dat , yo ' cut chew a round hole in it j is t  lak a circle - cut chew a round 
hole in it j is '  lak a circle [ cylinder changed] . Yo ' cut chew a round hole in 
her underskirt or her b loomer - it  would b e  better wit de b loomer , yo ' see . Yo ' 
take yo ' an ' cut chew a round circle in dere , an ' yo ' take dat circle an ' yo ' 
take an ' care it to runnin ' water . Yo ' take an ' care it to runnin�ater an ' 
yo ' take - don ' t  chew turn it  loose atall , j es '  take an ' hold dat circle . Yo ' 
got chure watch - yo ' s ee , dis  is  nighttime , yo ' unders tand , ' bout fo ' minutes 
after twelve . Take an ' care it to runnin ' water an '  - it ' s  not gotta be at de 
rivah dis time , j es ' be at running water - an ' yo ' hold dat piece of her bloomers 
dat ah tole yo ' tub cut out , hold it in dat watah fo ' about foah minutes an ' let 
it s tay in dat watah . Well , yo ' put chure whole heart an ' min ' on it . Yo ' shet 
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yore eyes an ' yo ' call de woman , yo ' see . Yo ' s ay ,  "De girl ah wants to have 
love , "  s ay ,  "O . L .  Young - L .  L .  Young , ah command yo ' to go an ' do as ah say 
do , "  whi ch [ sp irit ] be  controlled throu�h me , by me . Jes ' lak dat . An '  yo ' 
speak dese words but chew have yore min righ t dead on her , yo ' see . Well , he 
goin ' obey yo ' to a certain extent . Well , after yo ' do dat an ' hol ' dat in dat 
water fo ' foah minutes , well yo ' take it out dat watah an ' take an '  put it b ack 
in yore pocket . 

Well , yo ' take dragon blood - yo ' take dat dragon blood an ' yo ' put it , spread 
it all ovah dis p iece of clo th , all ovah good . Yo ' take an ' wear dat in yore fob 
pocket which around up here , yo ' know - it can ' t be in yore h ip pocket . Put it 
as close to yore p rivate down dere as yo ' kin git it - j es '  as well say wear it 
on some part of yo re stomach . Well , yo ' wear dat in dere fo ' nine day , yo ' see . 
After wearin ' dat fo ' nine day , den yo ' .  

Evah ' night dat chew go to bed , well yo ' see , when yo ' dealin ' wit evil 
spirits , yo ' see , yo ' kin lay down in de bed on de flat of yore back .  Yo ' see , 
yo ' have to b e  lak a dead human - lak a dead man - j es '  as well say when a person 
is drunk . Well , dey ' s  [you] limber like a dishrag , yo ' see - yo ' see , yo ' relax 
den . Yo ' commence have [by having ] yo ' self in a draw - drawed up . Jes ' relax in 
de bed an ' lay flat on yore back an '  shet yore eyes , yo ' see . Well , whenevah yo ' 
shet yo re eyes , well yo ' deal wit evil work , yo ' see . Yo ' see all kinda diff ' r
ent things . Lit tle b i tty blue light j is ' ' b out dat b ig round flash up befo ' yo ' ,  
yo ' see , but dat ' s  de devil . 

( Blue lights ? )  
Oat ' s  right , little b itty b lue ligh ts . Mos t  likely yo ' she t yore eyes lak 

dat [ demons trates and drops vo ice ] . Well , yo ' done relax an ' lay flat on yore 
back .  Well , yo ' j es ' done give up to a pPOmise , yo ' know - j es ' lak [ ah ]  say ,  
"Ah give up to a pPOmise dat yo ' shall � when Is rael came to be delivered out o f  
bondage • • •  dat chew live without • • •  [ speaks low and fas t , mutters , and some other 
words uncertain ] . "  Well , dem de words yo ' speak , an ' dem lights flash up to yo ' .  
But in de meantime , yo ' say in yore mind j es '  whut chew want tub be  done . � ·  
whut chew want , command dese spirits to do - but chew say dat in yore mind . 

Well , dat ' s  goin ' take effect on dis girl den . Well , a coup le o f  days from 
dat , well yo ' see , des e spiri ts [�] power - dey go t so much power , it ' s  j es '  
goin ' come right straight on her . Yo ' see yo '  wo rkin ' on a person mind - dat de 
reason why ah say i f  yo '  can ' t  work on a pers on mind , don ' t know how tub work on 
a person mind , yo ' ain ' t done nuthin atall , ' caus e dey kin leave yo ' an ' dey 
gonna s t ay gone , yo ' see . Well , dat res ' ses [ rests ] on her mind , yo ' see . Well , 
she gits  s tudyin ' about chew ,  she s ay ,  "Well , ah loves Willie " or  whatsomevah mah 
name . She s ay ,  "Well , ah ' m g i ttin ' kinda worried , ah haven ' t  heard from him or 
nuthin . "  P rob ' b ly when even she firs t lef ' yo ' wro te her two or three lettahs . 
Well , she s o  s tout-hearted she didn ' t even answer nary o f  dem . Well , it res ' ses 
on her mind - she commence tub s tudyin ' about it , yo ' see . 

Well , yo ' workin ' on - on a perform [performance ] in a trance . An '  evah ' 
night , evah ' night  when yo ' go tub bed , yo ' speak to dese little blue light s .  
Whenevah yo ' go to bed an ' relax in de bed , yo ' s ee dese lights will come to yo ' .  
Yo ' s ee , dey yo ' contPOl . Yo ' s ee , dey do , an ' yo ' command dem to do , yo ' see . 
Well , yo ' speak to dese lights an ' j es '  keep tellin ' ' em - j es '  lak yo ' put chure 
whdle heart an ' mind , j es '  lak if yo ' got in yore mind to do a thing , yo ' see . 
Well , i f  yo ' don ' t  doubt  yo ' self an ' j es '  put i t  in yore mind , say ,  "Well , ah ' m 
goin ' do s i ch- an ' - sich a thing . "  Yo ' keep dat in yore mind an ' no doubt  yo ' ll 
come mo ' near do in ' it , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' got confidence in yo ' self - yo ' ain ' t  
los t confidence in yo ' self . Jes ' lak dat . Well , yo ' j es '  keep doin ' dat righ t 
on an ' righ t on , yo ' see , fo ' ab out eight nigh ts , yo ' see . Well , it ' s  goin ' keep 
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worr ' in '  her mind , worr ' in ' , an ' she can ' t git chew o f f  her mind . 
An '  when yo ' speakin ' dese words , if  it ' s  not takin ' e f fect quick enough , den 

git dese seaPe t candles , yo ' unders tand , an' don ' t draw no circle dis time - j es '  
draw a square . Draw a square an ' draw foah s tars . Well , yo ' take and draw foah 
s tar . 

(He opens a piece of  paper and draws . )  [Comment by trans criber . On recheck
ing cylinder I could hear the paper . ]  

See . Well , that ' s  where the circle ' s  made , yo ' see - j is ' take an ' draw foah 
s tar around it . 

(Four s t ars outside the circle - four s tars into a square , I mean , outside the 
circle . )  

That ' s  right . See , there ' s  a s tar in the square . 
(Four stars outsi de the square . )  
Dat ' s  right , an ' yo ' take an ' put a "T" in each star ,  yo ' see . Whut ah mean , 

yo ' put a "T " in each s tar j es '  lak - well , dat ' s  Temptation . Dat ' s  temptation , 
· like when yo ' say in yore prayers , yo ' say ,  "Lead us not into no temptation , "  yo ' 
see . Well , dat ' s  temptation - them "T ' s " is represent temptation . Yo ' put a 
candle , put foah candles in dere yo ' see ' cause yo ' workin ' on - if yo ' put 
s even , well , it  will work on her too hard , yo ' see . Well , dem seven candles , 
dat ' s  fo ' somepin dat ' s  real hard tub do . Yo ' see , dem seven candle , dat ' s  fo ' 
misery j es '  lak yo ' in a suffePin '  condition or yo ' down an ' can ' t git up , yo ' 
see . Well , dat takes e ffect ' cause dere so  much power to it . Well , yo ' put dem 
candles down dere in dem fo ' stars an ' yo ' light ' em ,  yo ' understand , an ' � 
gits inside o f  dis circle an ' yo ' turns yore face to de wes t , yo ' see , an ' � 
calls 0 .  L .  Young , says , "0 . L .  Young - L .  L .  Young , ah command yo ' to come to 
me again . "  Well , whenevah yo '  tell him yo ' comman ' him tuh come to yo ' again , 
say ,  "Why i s  i t  dat ah have t o  hono r mah enemies ? Cause t o  b ring up confusion , 
which an ' why dey are dead an ' dere no results dat ah see . "  Yo ' say ,  "Ah axe 
yo ' to cause dis creature whi ch an ' why is de woman dat ah love , to return b ack 
tub me at once . "  Yo ' see yo ' have yore mind on dis girl an ' whenevah yo ' say ,  
"Ah axe yo ' to cause dis creature to come back to me at once , "  well , yo ' see , yo ' 
call he r name . Jis ' lak yo ' say "Ivy Lee" or anything whatsoevah her name , yo ' 
call her name . Whenevah yo ' call her name yo ' s ay ,  "Amen . "  Yo ' see . Well , 
after yo ' do dat yo ' go outen [ put out ] dese candles , yo ' s ee . Well , de candles 
dere dey ' s  spirchully power - dat is workin ' on ' e r , yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  throw
in ' doub le power to it , yo ' see , i f  it ' s  no t workin ' fas t enough . I f  yo ' got 
chure whole heart and mind an ' yo ' want things to take e ffect , yo ' do dat an ' put 
dem fo ' stars wit dem "T ' s " in ' em ,  an ' put dem candles in , yo ' see , an ' de work 
will sure be done . 

Well , she ' ll drop yo ' a lettah in two or  three days askin ' yo ' how yo ' gittin ' 
long , see . Well , it ' s  worryin ' her to death - can ' t unders tand when yo ' tell her 
lak dis . Yo ' kin j is '  talk to ' er .  Yo ' kin j is '  talk to [her through ] de 
spirit , j is '  lak yo ' kin talk to me or yo ' ,  yo ' see . Dat why yo ' kin control 
' em  an ' command ' em ,  yo ' see . Well , yo ' tell ' em j is '  lak ah ' m  talkin ' - tell 
' em  whut chew wanta be  done . Yo ' say ,  "Ah axe yo ' to command dese words . "  Say , 
"Cause me to res t  on her mind day an ' night [ cylinder changed ] ,  don ' t let her be  
content none at all  until she return b ack tub me . "  Yo ' see , dat_means tellin ' 
' em  tuh put Chew on her mind j is ' lak ,  say ,  whenevah she g o  tuh bed befo ' her 
eyes close , yo ' is on her mind . Dat ' s  worryin ' her , yo ' see - dat ' s  de devil 
doin ' it . De firs t thing dat come up in her mind , she say ,  "Ah know ah done So
an ' -so wrong , ah ought not tub run o f f  an ' lef ' him lak dat . "  Well , she goin ' 
tub feelin ' sorry , yo ' see . Well , den one moment she goin ' think , she say ,  "He 
treated me so bad an ' all lak dat , ah ought lef ' him . " But de thing dat ' s 
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worryin ' her so , yo ' see , dat ' s  worryin ' her mind - yo ' see , whenevah she lef ' , 
she so  stout-hearted , yo ' know , she f igure she couldn ' t be b rought back , yo ' see . 
I t ' s  worryin ' her to death . She s ay ,  "Well , ah expect ah j is '  worse den he . "  
She ' s  gittin ' dissatis fied now , but p ratchly [ ? ]  [ atchly? = actually ] whenevah 
she firs t went dere she j is '  went around havin ' a [ good] t ime - ain ' t got chew 
on her mind atall , yo ' see . Well , after yo ' s tart aworkin ' at her , it ' s  goin ' 
to come to b ringin ' ' er in . She commence tuh s tayin ' at home at night - den 
thinkin ' ab out chew , s tudyin ' about chew . Well , prob ' ly friend girls come dere , 
"Well , yo ' goin ' out tonight sich-an ' -sich a place? " She say ,  ''No , ah ' m sick . " 
A woman is slick yo ' know , unknown tuh man . She ' ll tell ' em , she say ,  "Well , 
ah ' m sick ,  ah don ' t feel good . "  I t  ain ' t  that - she got her mind on yo ' ,  yo ' 
see . She say ,  ·�ell , he wus good tuh me . He j is '  done dis-an ' -dat - co ' rse he 
git drunk an '  cuss an '  raise Sam , "  she say ,  "but ah treated him wrong , "  she say ,  
"an ' ah 'm sorry . " 

Well , she goin ' drop yo ' a letter an ' see how yore mind runnin ' ,  yo ' see , but 
don ' t chew give up to her - don ' t yo ' give up to her . Now dat ' s  yore time . Now 
s ee , yo ' turnin ' de thing o f fa yo ' right back on her . Well , she write chew a 
letter an '  axe yo ' how yo ' gittin ' ' long or  somepin like dat . Don ' t  chew write 
her an '  s ay ,  "Well , baby , ah ' m worried about chew . " Yo ' s ee , yo '  act stout
hearted on her , yo ' see , ' cause de spirit commands yo ' no t to g ive up , yo ' see , 
' cause dey t akin ' care o f  dis heah work . Dey won ' t want chew to humble to no
body ,  ' cause dey ain ' t goin ' humble to nobody . Dey goin ' make yo ' do or else , 
yo ' see . Dey want chew to be evil , see . Dey evil spirits an '  yo ' gotta b e  evil 
tuh deal wit dem - yo '  can ' t  be good an '  doubt yo ' self  an ' all sich an ' like dat , 
yo ' know . Yo ' gotta be evil to deal wit dem , yo ' see . 

Well , whenevah she writes chew dis lettah , affection [ ate]  an '  axin ' how yo ' 
gittin ' ' long an '  all , worried an '  everythin ' ,  yo ' j is '  tell ' er ,  yo ' say - yo ' 
write de lettah an '  s ay ,  "Well , kid , ah ' m gittin ' ' long fine . Ah hope you are 
enj oyin ' li fe up dere . Anyway , take li fe easy on dat end ' cause ah ' m taking 
life easy on dis end . "  Write j is '  don ' t-care bJoros or somepin like dat . Yo ' 
say , "Well , i f  yo ' should make it up in yore mind tuh come back , "  yo ' say , "it ' s  
okay ; i f  yo ' don ' t ,  it ' s  okay . "  

Well , when she receive dat lett ah ,  she goin ' s ay ,  "Well , he mus t  b e  down dere 
wit somebody else . He mus tn ' t  be carin ' anything about me no mo'. " Somepin lak 
dat . She ' s  goin ' s tart tuh worryin ' .  Fin ' lly , at las t she goin ' come bJaggin ' 
up one day ,  an '  she goin ' tuh fall j is '  lak - she goin ' git  right up t o  yo ' an '  
plead to yo ' , say ,  "Well , ah know .ah done yo ' wrong an '  ah ' m sorry o f  i t  , " an ' 
firs ' one thing an ' another , yo ' s ee . Yo ' say ,  "Well , kid , yo ' j is '  as soon 
wanta s tay . "  Well , she don ' t  know yet dat chew had de sense dat yo ' did have , 
yo ' see , dat yo '  have turnt things around . Well prob ' ly den yo ' go out den -
yo ' kin enj oy life an ' yo ' kin leave her home an '  go on an '  stay out all night 
long an ' it ain ' t  gonna worry her . But whenevah she has yo ' lak dat , somep in lak 
dat , well prob ' ly she have [ you tricked in some way] - yo ' have to be right round 
her all de time , an ' i f  yo ' leave , yo ' gotta hurry right back . An ' first thing 
yo ' know dey j is ' have yo ' mind j is ' waggin ' back an '  f arward , yo ' see .  Well , 
dat ' s  workin ' on a person ' s  mind . 

[ I  was becoming tired of  sp irits . I ask about business . ] 
• sure , okay . Well , j is '  lak yo ' in a good busines s ,  yo ' see , an '  yo ' wants to 

draw in mo ' t rade - yo ' know , have a lotta cus tomers an '- l!ll dat . All right . 
Yo ' take yo ' a hatpin ,  yo ' see - yo ' take yo ' a woman ' s  hatpin , yo ' see . Go to 
de Ten Cent Store an '  git chew one dose h atpins , put it on de right-hand side o f  
yore business - on de right hand side of  yore do ' ,  yo ' see . An' evah' night a t  
sundown - evah ' evenin ' a s  d e  sun g o  down , t ake an '  make yo ' a cross right in de 
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middle of  yore do ' evah ' night . Yo ' know , yo ' ain ' t  gotta make i t  where it can 
be shown , yo ' see - yo ' j is '  take it an ' b arely touch it round yore fingers . 
Well , whenevah yo ' do it , yo 1 say ,  "This is in the name o f  Hope . "  

(Repeat that , I don ' t  hear very well . )  [A white lie either to s low him down 
or to raise his voice for the concealed microphone - prob ab ly the former . He 
repeats . ]  

Yo ' take an '  take yore finger - let it be yore right hand , yo ' see , ' cause 
dat ' s  de han ' yo ' swears to a oath with , yo ' see . Yo ' take dat an ' make a cross 
right in de middle o f  yore business , yo ' see . Well , yo ' speak dat an ' yo ' say ,  
"This i s  in the name o f  Hope . "  Well de next yo ' do . 

(You say what ? )  
In the name o f  Hope . 
(Hope? )  
Hope , h-o-p-e , dat ' s  in the name o f  Hope . Whenever you make de cross , yo ' 

see , [you say ] , "This is in the name o f  Hope . " All right , de next evening yo ' 
makes dat s ame cross , "Dis is in de name of  Fai th . "  Yo ' see , Hope an ' Faith . 
Well , de third evening when yo ' make dat cross , well , yo ' j is '  say ,  "Dis is in 
de name o f  Charity . "  Yo ' see , dis is in de name o f  Ch arity . Well , yo ' don ' t  
bother with dat any mo ' ,  yo ' see , not at all . 

Well , yo ' run along den , after yo ' do dis , yo ' see . Well , yo ' take an ' set 
down , j is '  lak yo ' settin ' . Set down an ' fix yo ' out a little - yo ' take j is '  
lak yo ' take a sort o f  a little clay doll or somepin in de shape of a person . 
I t ' s  de form o f  a person , yo ' see . Yo ' take dat doll an '  make it outa rags . 
Jis ' as well say yo '  make yo ' a rag doll , yo ' unders tand . Yo ' see , take an ' make 
de two eyes an ' evah ' thing an ' bear [bury] it in de front o f  yore do ' .  But chew 
let dis be  purtty late at nighttime , yo ' see . But chew take befo ' yo ' do dis 
now - yo ' take an ' draw yo ' a circle . Yo ' see , take an ' draw yo ' a circle on a 
clar [ clear] sheet of paper , yo ' see . Write it with ink pen , yo ' see . Yo ' don ' t  
have tub put de s tars around dere ' cause yo ' ain ' t  gotta b urn no candles now , yo ' 
see . Jis ' draw dis circle an ' inside of  dis circle yo ' put dat cross inside dat 
circle , which like yo ' put i t  on de g round , but chew put it inside de circle yo ' 
see . [ He demons trates and I comment for my own benefi t . ] 

(Like quartering a pie . )  
Dat ' s  right . But· it ins ide dat circle . Yo ' put dat little rag doll on top 

of dat . Well , unders tand , yo ' write 0. L . Young an ' L . L . Young , yo ' see , an ' 
yo ' put chure name under de bottom of  dat , right up under de bottom o f  his name , 
yo ' understand . Well , yo ' exp lain yore condition to them - to him ,  yo ' see . 
Tell him j is '  whut chew wants to do , an ' whut chew wanta be success ful in , yo ' 
see , an '  j is '  why dat yo ' controllin ' de other ones . An '  explain things to him 
j is '  lak yo ' talkin ' to a person ord ' nary [ ordinary person ] . Den yo ' take an '  
bear dat man , dat little rag doll on top o f  dat - j is '  bear it an ' smooth it , 
smooth de ground right smooth yo ' see . 

(Where do you b ury i t ? )  
Right i n  front o f  yore business ,  yo ' see , but let dat be - whenevah yo ' doin ' 

dis work , buryin ' de rag doll in de circle , let dat be at nighttime , yo ' under
s tand , real late at night . But i t  mus ' n ' t be b e fo ' twelve a ' clock - [yo ' 
mustn ' t ]  take. an ' bury it anytime befo ' twelve , yo ' know . 

An '  after yo ' bury dis - after yo ' take an ' b ury dis , yo ' know , in de earth , 
right in front o f  yore business , yo ' take three pennies . Yo ' know pennies .  
Prob ' b ly yo ' been in people house - yo ' see , people , yo ' know , sometimes [have ] 
pennies in de do ' sills , people got dem dere [ see MONEY - PENNY , pp . 611- 615 ] . 
Co 1 se yo ' kin work it two or three di f f ' rent ways , yo ' see . Yo� take three 
pennies wit a man head on ' em - yo ' don ' t  want a woman head an ' a man ' s  head , ' it 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 1187 

have to be a man head . Take yo ' a file an ' make yo ' _three notches in ' em  - three 
not ches right ovah dis man ' s  head , right ovah de head . 

(On each penny? ) 
Yes , right ovah on dis penny , dey has three notches in ' em ,  yo ' s ee .  Yo ' take 

dat brass , yo ' know , take it all in a piece of paper - yo ' know , where dat b rass 
is fall on a piece of paper . Well , aftah yo ' notch dese three pennies , yo ' see , 
yo ' take dese three pennies an ' put - yo ' know where de s ill come ' cross  de do ' ,  
take an '  pry dat sill [ saddle] up an ' put dese three pennies wi t de man ' s  head 
[pointing ] out de do ' - yo '  see , wit de man ' s  head out de do ' .  

Aftah yo ' put de sill back on dere , yo ' take dat dus t - yo ' know , dat brass 
dat come from de pennies dat ' s  filed - yo ' take an ' seal ' em  [ the dus t ]  in a 
envelope an ' write 0. L .  Youngs on dere an ' put chure urinate on dat . Jis ' like 
yo ' write a lettah explainin ' yore condition to him , den carry it to de grave
yard an '  whichever side de sun - yo ' know , on de eas t - bury i t  at de foot of de 
grave , yo ' see . Co ' se it might be his head - yo ' might not know which way de man 
is buried or de woman is buried but anyway yo ' bury it toward de sun . Take an '  
bury dat , seal up same envelope .  

(Toward the sun - toward the eas t o r  the wes t ? )  
Toward de eas t - yo ' helpin ' yoreself . When yo ' fightin ' a person , puttin ' 

dOwn ,  yo ' take it always on de wes t ,  yo ' see . Dat ' s  puttin ' a person down ,  yo ' 
see , but chew he ' pin '  yo ' ownself , yo ' see . Buryin ' it toward de wes t  why yo ' 
cause yo ' ownself tuh go down , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' workin ' diff ' rent method . 
Bury it toward de eas t , yo ' see , ' cause de sun rise an ' dat lif tses [ lifts ] � 
�· Bury it an ' let it s tay dere fo ' three nigh ts . 

Yo ' take dat up - take dat lettah which yo 1 have wrote , yo ' see . Take it  
out after [ three nights ] . Yo ' know yo ' put it  in a place where yo ' won ' t have 
to find it , yo ' see . 

(What kind o f  a letter did you write? ) 
Well , yo ' j is '  take an '  write a ord ' nary lettah , yo ' s ee , j is '  lak yo ' could 

' splain yo ' condition to ' im .  Yo ' see , j is '  lak yo ' could ' splain yo ' condition 
to a person - dat ' s  Whut ' s  de mat ter , yo ' know , an ' everything like dat , yo ' see . 
Explain yo ' condition to ' im but yo ' be sure tuh have dis name 0 .  L.  Young - L .  
L .  Young . 

(Now wait a minute . That person is 0. L .  Young - L .  L .  Young ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(That man ' s  name is  Y-o-u-n-g ? )  
Dat ' s  right , Young - Y-o-u-n-g-s . 
(And his ini tials are 0 .  L.  and L .  L . ? )  
Dat ' s  right . Well , yo ' s ee , yo ' command after yo ' write his name - yo ' s ay ,  

"Ah couunan ' j oo . "  Yo ' see , yo ' always speak out [ to ]  de man , yo ' s ee .  Well , yo ' 
explain yo ' condition to ' im - yo ' know what ' s  de trouble an ' whut an ' whut , yo ' 
see . Yo ' bury dat an '  let it  s tay dere fo ' three night . Yo ' go back dere an ' 
git dat same thing - dat letter an ' dat brass [ dus t ]  inside . Well , yo ' take i t  
right on back to yore home an ' put it  right back up , p u t  i t  under dat s ill dere . 
Well , yo ' see dat ' s  devilment now . Yo ' take an ' put dat up under dat sill where 
dem pennies at , yo ' see . 

Well , when people pas s in ' in dere , yo ' see , dat s trikes people ' s  ' tenshun , yo ' 
se� . Well , people comin ' by , yo ' see , when dey gits dere , somepin goin ' tuh 
speak to dere mind-like - change - i f  dey got any money in dey pocket , somepin -
yo ' know whut ah 1m talkin ' ' b out - somepin dey goin ' think o f  o r  somepin goin ' 
s trike dere ' tenshun , yo ' see . Yo ' could have yore show case or one of dem 
glass - dey go [walk] over , yo ' know [ the p tnnies at  the door] . Dat ' s  de devil
ment , j is '  lak runnin ' up on anything . Well , when yo ' git  ' long in dere look 
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like yore mind change - yo ' liab le to want somepin . Yo ' see that turns yo ' right 
in [ into the shop ]  an ' h e  [ evil spirit ] won ' t  let yo ' pas s to save yo ' life . 
Den , i f  yo ' ain ' t  got no money , yo ' see - well , dere ' s  a lotta times if yo ' ain ' t  
got no money yo ' liab le tuh walk in an ' say ,  "Well , ah go in see dis fellah -
wonder if ah kin git a chance for credit . "  Well , yo ' see , yo ' bein ' nice tuh 
people , s ee . Whut ah ' m  speakin ' about , yo ' bein ' nice - yo '  treats everybody 
nice , yo ' know - not tryin ' tuh be big or somepin of de kind like dat , yo ' see . 
A person t ryin ' tuh git a livin ' now , yo ' s ee . Aftah yo ' g it things goin ' lak 
dat , yo ' don ' t  worry ,  yo ' ain ' t credit nobody - yo ' j is '  tell a man j is '  whut is 
whut , yo ' see . He goin ' j is ' eat chew up to gi t along wit chew , yo ' s ee . Well , 
yo ' see , yo ' got evah ' thing . Yo ' see dat devilment is bad . When a person don ' t  
care which way dey comin ' ,  when dey git along near somepin dey want , dey goin ' 
go in dere an ' i f  dey ain ' t  [ go t ]  money lotta time . 

( I f  you wanted to run a man out of business ,  all right . Wh at would you do in 
that case ? )  

All right , i f  yo ' wanta bring a man outa business - j es '  he treated yo ' wrong , 
yo ' unders tand , an ' yo ' wanta bring dat person outa business .  Well , yo ' take -
j is '  lak at even ' time , yo ' know - I mean at nighttime - whenever he close his 
s to '  [ s tore] , yo ' see - well , yo ' ain ' t  gotta bury no jomoos - yo ' don ' t bury no 
jomoos ' tall . Jis ' once awhile yo ' see [ do you bury jomoos ] . 

Well , yo ' take an ' yo ' write a lettah , if yo ' know dis man ' s  name , yo ' see . 
Yo ' write a lettah ,  j es '  write a ord ' nary lettah an ' put his name to it - j es '  
lak yo ' writin ' him a lettah , yo ' see . Well yo ' take dat lettah dat chew write 
yo ' s ee , j es '  lak yo ' writing tuh him . Well , yo ' write in it  how he treated yo ' ,  
j es '  lak he mistreated j oo an ' dat chew writin ' it [because]  yo ' don ' t  like it -
firs t one thing an ' another , yo ' s ee , whut ' s  de cause dat chew haven ' t  did any
thing . But chew don ' t give him dat lettah . Yo ' take an ' write dat lettah , yo ' 
see . Yo ' put in de name of Faith , Charity - "In de name o f  Hope , Faith an ' 
Charity" - yo ' see , on this lettah . Well , dat ' s  b ackin ' dat kinda work up . 

Yo ' take dat lettah , yo ' unders tand , befo ' care 1 in ' [ carrying ] it  tuh a rivah , 
yo ' take an ' put it  under yore head fo ' three nights ,  yo ' see . Well , dat man is 
gonna worry - whut ah ' m  speakin ' ' bout he comin ' - yo ' know he ain ' t gonna - j is '  
as well say yo ' see him - chew gonna dream of him , yo ' see . Well yore whole 
heart an ' mind is right on dat man . Yo ' let it s tay dere fo ' three night . Yo ' 
take dat lettah , yo ' don ' t  put 0.  L .  Young 's name , j es '  write dis lettah to him . 
Now yo ' take dat lettah an ' yo ' take an ' go on an ' throw it in de rivah some 
night , but it have to be befo ' twelve , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' doin ' evil business .  
Don ' t let it be after twelve fo ' dat ' s  raisin ' a man , yo ' s ee , ' cause it  while de 
sun goin ' up . Anyway , ' twixt sundown an ' twelve a ' clock dat ' s  fo ' fightin '  a 
person , yo ' know , put tin ' a person down . Well , yo ' take an ' throw da t envelope 
in dis rivah , yo ' see . Well , yo ' fo ' git dat . Yo ' come back to de house an ' be  
satis fied . Well , yo ' see yo ' got  him on dat  matter proposition . 

Well , after yo ' do dat , well yo ' take an ' take yo ' three acorns - j es '  as well 
say ,  yo ' know , take three acorns or three pecans - gotta be nuts , yo ' s ee , ' cause 
root-work yo ' know is . 

(Either three acorns or three pecans . )  
I t  don ' t  wuch matter [ cylinder changed] three nuts o f  some sort . Take dem 

three pecans - yo ' s ee , let it be de large pecans , dese paper-shell pecans . 
Write dis man ' s  name on it , yo ' see , an ' take it  to a tree dat bears de pecans -
yo ' unders tand , take it  to a tree dat bears pecans an ' bury i t .  After yo ' write 
di.s man ' s  name on it - unders tand , put his name on one side an ' 0. L. Young 's 
name on de other s i de , yo ' s ee . T.ake an ' bury dis at a pecan tree , yo ' see . All 
right . But de time to bury dis heah , yo ' unders tand , whenevah de moon ' s  in full . 
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Whenevah de moon ' s  to de second - after de moon git in full - till de fo ' th ,  yo ' 
take an ' bury dese pecans under dis pecan tree , right at de roots of  dis pecan 
tree . All right , whenevah de s ap - whenevah de s ap goes down , well , he goes 
down , yo ' understand . Yo ' s ee , he rise an ' fall [ like the sap] . But unders tand , 
whenevah he fall he loses mo ' den he kin gain when he ris e , yo ' s ee .  Well , when
evah de sap in dat tree goes down , well , yo ' s ee he ' s  goin ' down , yo ' s ee .  See , 
wit his name [written] dere , whenevah dat sap go down , well , yo ' s ee de spirchul 
[ spiritual ] work dat is doin ' dis heah - ' cause regardles s  to where yo ' put it , 
dat 0. L .  Young , i f  yo ' deal wit evil spirits , yo ' see - wherevah yo ' put his 
name , he ' s  goin ' tuh do dat thing . An ' he knows all about dis heah root - he 
knows j es ' whut yo ' fixed tuh s tart an ' everything , yo ' see . Well , whenevah de 
sap goes down , dis man goes down . Well , prob ' ly whenevah de s ap goin ' down dis 
time , he li ' b le to lose three or foah thousand dollahs . Well , whenevah de s ap 
goes up in life - ah ' ll be frank wit chuh , he ' ll come back up , yo ' know - raise 
up enough , but he los t three thous and . But whenevah de sap go up , whenevah he 
ris in ' , he li ' b le not to pick up no mo ' den ab out two hundred . Next time de s ap 
goes down he ' ll lose another thousand , yo ' s ee - well , he ' s  goin ' down ' s tead o f  
pickin ' up . Well , whenevah d e  s ap goes up he ' ll come back up an ' he prob ' b ly 
take in about one hundred dollahs nex ' time - j es ' keep on j es ' like dat until , 
yo ' know , yo ' run him plumb outa bus iness all togethah . 

But , yo ' s ee dem roo ts - unders tand , a person is made from dus t of de earth , 
yo ' see , an ' everything yo ' work in de �ot Zine gotta go right back where it  
come from , yo ' unders tand , ' caus e yo ' know we  made out  de  dus t of  de  earth . Yo ' 
s ee , "dus t to dus t" o f  de earth , yo ' see , an ' everything in de root Zine j es '  
made out de dus t of  de earth gotta go right back where it come from . Yo ' s ee ,  
j is '  lak if  a person g it in de mise!Y , well dat mise!Y gotta go right back in de 
ground , ' cause if  a man root-work yo ' - j is '  lak if a person dress yo ' ,  dey kin 
go git some devil-shoestring , yo ' unders tand . Yo ' take an ' dig s ome devil ' s
shoes trings an ' yo ' take an ' put some carbolic acid in it an ' take an ' put s ome -
j es ' as well s ay any kind o f  b lood , i t  doesn ' t  matters , an ' mix dat together . 
Mix all dat togethe r ,  yo ' s ee , den take an ' git s ome iodine potas s ium - potash , 
an '  take an ' mix all dat togethe r .  An '  take s ome real fine clean piece of cloth 
cut s quare cornered - see , put a angle in de middle of it . Take an ' take dat 
medicine an ' rub it all ovah dat rag good , yo ' s ee , an ' let it dry in de s unshine 
for three days . Well , de second or de fo ' th day when de moon full - well , after 
ah tell yo ' how to do it . De second or de fo ' th day when de moon ' s  in full , yo ' 
s ee ,  yo ' could have an intercourse wit a woman . Whenevah yo ' has a discharge , 
yo ' unders tand - see dat thing - see how it works - it ain ' t  goin ' work on dat 
woman , yo ' s ee , atall . Whenevah yo ' has a dis charge , dis woman take an ' dry 
herself off . I f  she git a lit tle b it of  yore dis charge , yo ' know , dat got chew , 
yo ' see - dat ' s  devilment work , yo ' s ee - dat gits yo ' .  Well , whut yo ' do fo ' 
it - bring yo ' back where ah left o f f  at . Well , yo ' see she got dat piece of 
cloth �ssed. Yo ' s ee , she know whut tuh do with it . Yo ' see she got dat piece 
of cloth dressed. Well , whenevah yo ' has an intercourse with her an '  yo ' has a 
dis charge , well she dries herself off , well she ' b liged tuh git s ome of yore dis
charge on dis piece of cloth , yo ' s ee . Well , dat mes ses zhoo all up - j es ' goin ' 
ke�ch yo ' .  Where it ' s  goin ' ket ch yo '  at? I t  don ' t work - figure yo ' know whut 
ah ' m speakin ' about - right through de normal part o f  yore head , yo ' know , or 
through yore veins ; it ket ch yo ' in de j oints - it ket ches yo ' everywhere in de 
j oints where yo ' is connected together - in yore fingers - in heah [ demons trates ] 
in heah [demons trates ] .  

(In your wris ts  and your elbows . )  
Dat ' s  right , in yore knees everywhere - dat ' s  where de [Zodiac] s ign ketches . 
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De sign won ' t ketch a man in his thigh or in de long run in his arm . It  ketches 
in heah , yo ' see , ' cause dat ' s  yore protection , yo ' see . 

(It  catches you in the j oints - all your j oints . )  
In yore j oints . Well , dat messes yo ' plumb up , yo ' see . Well , soon as yo ' 

want to go back on a tear [ ? = spree? ] ,  yo ' see , dat ' s  de reason why ah say whut 
ah tole yo ' - git dat devil ' s-shoes tring , well dat ' s  dus t from de earth , yo ' see . 
An '  whenevah git tin ' rid o f  dis misepy , yo ' gotta go right back down . Well , yo ' 
see after yo ' git in dat kinda condition , ah ' m  goin ' tuh show yo ' whut to do wit 
it . 

S o  after yo ' git in dat kinda condition where yo ' can ' t raise yore arm or yore 
leg is stiff  all round an ' yo ' can ' t har ' ly walk - j es '  in a sufferin ' condition . 
Yo ' have called doctors to come to you contin ' ly but dey ' ll - dey don ' t  know 
whut ' s  ailin ' yo ' , yo ' see . A lotta doctors say , "Well , yo ' gotta have a opera
tion on yo ' . "  Well , dey take yo ' to de horsepital an ' operate on yo ' • Well , dey 
look inside an ' it ' s  nuthin wrong , "Ah don ' t see anythin ' . " Well , yo ' still suf
ferin 1 from pain . Well , it ' s  quite natural , yo ' can ' t see yo ' pain . All i t  is -
de man kin feel it but chew can ' t see it . Yo ' see dat ' s  de evil work in yo ' . 
I t ' s  a known fact a man can ' t help hisself , yo ' know , j es '  can ' t see it . Yo ' 
gotta know whut to do an ' to do dat , yo ' see . An ' he ain ' t gotta g ive yo ' a drop 
o f  medicine , yo ' see . Yo ' gwine s ay dis beats dis othah kinda mat tah [matter] 
'bout givin ' yo ' medicine . Yo ' kin kill a man by g ivin ' him medicine . Well , � 
take a lotta root-workers dey ' ll take a root from any kinda - which dey go out in 
de woods an ' dig up herbs  an ' di ff ' rent kinda roots , yo ' know , an ' make yo ' medi
cine fo ' yo ' to take an ' run de miseries out . But dey got a smarter way to s top 
dat now , yo ' see - a smarter way tub stop dat . Take de pain - always let de 
other man bear yore pain . Take de pains o ffa yo ' an ' put it on de man out 
yonder ,  yo ' see . But chew want a know how tub do dat . 

Well , after yo ' git in dat sufferin ' condi tion , yo ' see , yo ' take dem three 
acorns , yo ' see , or three pecans , yo ' unders tand - it don ' t much mat ter , yo ' see , 
but yo ' take dem three pecans an ' take yo ' a cigar - take yo ' a cigar box . Take 
a ord ' nary cigar box , regardless o f  how long it is , yo ' see , an ' take an ' put 
dose pecans in dere , put three pecans in dere , den take an ' git chew some sulphur 
an ' j es '  spread it in de bottom of dis cigar box . Put dos e  pecans in dere , yo ' 
see . [ Cylinder changed . ]  Take an ' put de pecans right in on de sulphur , yo ' 
see . 

Well , yo ' take an ' burn dat , yo ' see . Yo ' git in yore room - unders tand now , 
yo ' see , yo ' doctoring to [not  on] yo ' self , j es '  lak yo ' doctoring a man . Yo ' 
take an ' put him in dat room - yo ' doctoring a man , yo ' see , an ' he ' s  in dat 
condition . Yo ' put dat man in dat room yo ' understand an ' close de do ' .  He 
gotta stand it , he go tta s tand it . Course it ' s  pret ty tough on him , yo ' know , 
but he ' d  ruther b e  well den b e  sick in misery . After yo ' take an ' light dat 
sulphur ,  yo ' gotta close all de do ' s .  Well , yo ' see dat ' s  spirchully work -
dat ' s  evil work . When dat sulphur s tart burning , he goin ' s tart coughin ' but 
he got ta stand it . He j es '  gotta s tand it  until dat sulphur burn out , yo ' see . 
Dat sulphur is goin ' into yo ' ,  yo ' see , because yo ' inhale like dat - dat sul
phur ' s goin ' into yore body an ' goin ' all through yore system den , goin ' into 
all diff ' rent �arts of dem veins . Well , yo ' see dem pecans - dat ' s  de protec
tion , dat ' s  whut goin ' take it out , yo ' see , dat ' s  whut goin ' protect . Course 
yo ' don ' t git no relief right den unders tand . Yo ' see , dem pecans is whut ' s  
goin ' move it . Well , after yo ' inhale dat - well , after de sulphur burns out 
from de light - yo ' stay dere till de light is gone . Yo ' know de sulphur when 
it burn it h ave a kinda blue light . Yo ' know , got - jes ' lak ah tell yo ' about 
shet ting yore eyes an ' seein ' dem blue lights - it ' s  got a blue fire to it , yo ' 
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see . Whenevah dat light goes out , well yo ' kin take an' go about chure room , yo ' 
see - yo ' feelin ' pretty bad .  

Yo ' take dose pecans an ' yo ' care [ carry]  ' em to any kinda tree now - yo ' see , 
yo ' ain ' t  gotta care it to a pecan tree . Yo ' kin take it  to any kinda tree dat 
bears nuts - could be acorn tree or walnut tree , pecan tree , any kinda tree dat 
bears nuts . Yo ' bear [bury ]  dat , yo ' see . Well , den dem pecans an '  whutsomevah 
dat sulphur workin ' together - dat pecans goin ' bring dat misery right back down . 

Well , yo ' see de way it  goin ' start after yo ' bury dat - but ketch it  on de 
sign of de moon , de second , fo ' th or sixth , eighth , tenth or fo ' teenth after de 
moon is round , after de moon is full . Take an '  bury dat , chew see . Course ,  yo '  
see things like dat works with de moon . Yo ' know [when] de moon changes , �  
changes , yo ' see . Jes ' lak dat spell ' s  on yo ' - well , de moon changes ,  comes out 
to be full , half moon or quarter moon , somepin like dat . Well , yo ' gits better 
an' yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah ' m  feelin ' p retty good today . "  When dat moon come b ack in 
full ag in , dat time whi ch de devilment is done on yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . Every time de 
moon come on , dat where dis devilment is done , whenevah de moon is in full - long 
as dat moon s tay in full yo ' s  in misery , yo ' see . When dat moon goes outa full -
supposed to be half or quarter moon , well yo ' s gittin ' long p ret ty good .  Yo ' 
think yo ' be gittin ' well - prob ' ly de pains b e  easy . Well , yo ' let dat moon 
come b ack - every time dat moon comes in full , put chew in worse an ' worse 
condition . 

Now , ah ' m  goin ' on b ack an '  tell yo '  ' b out de pecan . Well , yo ' take ' em  an '  
bury ' em after de moon ' s  in full , yo ' see - dis moon is in full , yo ' see , yo ' 
do ' s  dis work . Yo ' s ee whut ah ' m  speakin ' about - i t  works by de sign of de 
moon . Af ter yo ' bury dis pecan ,  yo ' speak dis heah , yo ' s ay ,  "Ah cunj ure thee 
by rej urin ' life dat yo ' remove dis spell offa dis man . "  Yo ' see , remove dese 
pains offa dis man . 

(I  conj ure thee by what? )  
"I conj ure thee by rej ural life . "  
(By what? )  
Regeneral life . 
(Regeneral life? ) 
That ' s  right . 
(What ' s  that? ) 
Regeneral j es '  lak yo ' say " regeneral" [ regenerate? rej uvenated? ] life . Yo ' 

see , "Ah cunj ure thee by regeneral life dat yo ' remove dis spell offa dis man . "  
Yo ' see . Well , when yo ' speak dese word , yo ' bury dese pecans , yo ' see , up under 
any kinda tree . Yo ' s ee . 

Well , yo ' s  achin ' all in here , j is '  lak yo ' fingers couldn ' t  pick up nuthin . 
Well , it j is '  ' bout commence tub leave yo ' ,  yo ' see . Well , yo ' prob ' ly ,  well , 
when de moon come to de full next time - well yo ' see whut ah ' m  speakin ' 'bout 
whenevah de moon goes in quarter . Well , yo ' see , it leaves yo ' wit chure hands -
yo ' see , every time it comes in an '  go out , it  takes off another spell , takes off 
another . Yo ' see how dat thing works . It  comes j is '  like - j is '  like yo ' see 
heah [ demons trates ] .  

(It  keeps right from your fingers an ' goes right down to your arms . )  
It j is '  lak yore hands is in bad shape , yo ' know . Well , j is '  lak yore whole 

body is buried - j es '  cramps all ovah an ' sore an ' everything , yo ' can ' t  hardly 
walk . Well , yo ' see dis whut gits well firs t ,  from heah on down [ demons trates ] .  

(From the head on down . ) 
An '  b ring it right b ack down to de ground , where it come out . Yo ' see , de man 

whut done yo ' dis harm dug up de devil-shoes tring - well , dat come out de ground . 
He got dis out down dere an ' all lak dat , yo ' see . Dat devil ' s-shoes tring is de 
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main matter , yo ' see . Well , i t  s tart with a pain in yore han ' . Yo ' s ay ,  "Well , 
ah don ' t  feel - mah han ' s  don ' t  worry me none no mo ' . " Well , it  come on down . 
[The pain gradually comes down through your body . ] Well , yo ' git where yo ' kin ' 
raise yore arm. Well , it ' s  down to heah now - around his hips , yo ' see .  Bring 
it right back down where yo ' come from - ' cause yo ' made from dus ' of de eart ' ,  
an ' de roots is dug from de dus ' of de eart ' , an ' it ' s  gotta go right back in de 
ground . Dat pecan demself will bring it right back down . Yo ' see , whenevah de 
sap goes up it don ' t  bring it back up to yo ' because dis heah is workin ' by de 
sign of de moon ' cause it sulphur . De sulphur is takin ' care of dat . Yo ' see , 
dis sulphur an ' dis pecan , yo ' see , dat chew command. Yo ' see . Well , de spirits 
right dere , an ' whenevah yo ' call dese spirit s ,  de spirits s tays in dere . Jes ' 
lak if yo ' dealin ' wit evil spirits , every time yo ' g it  ready to s t art to doin ' 
some devilment , well yo ' see de devil , dat ' s  nuthin tub de devil to do - yo ' 
know , everything yo ' wanta do it ' s  all comin ' off okay . Well , yo ' see , j es ' lak 
yo ' work fo ' de devil , yo ' go out an ' yo ' go to s teal somepin , yo ' git by . Yo ' 
know , j es '  - it  all right if yo ' j es ' don ' t  care . Well , every time yo ' git ready 
to do somepin ' s  dat bad or evil , yo ' ll be success ful , yo ' see , if yo ' j es '  don ' t  
care . Well , dat ' s  de devil jes ' right dere dat ' s  helpin ' yo ' , yo ' know , ' cause 
he know whut ' s  goin ' be de consequent in de days tub come , yo ' see . He sees tub 
dat , yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  j es ' de way de evil spirit - well , soon dat misery 
j es ' keep workin ' an ' workin ' ,  every time de moon come an ' de full moon leave 
out . Well , as de moon go out , go into de quarter , it takes off  another - it [ the 
pain ] j es ' keep on until it git way down heah where yo ' won ' t  feel nuthin in it  
but chure foots . Yore foots will be sore . Yo ' say ,  "Well , ah don ' t  feel no 
misery [ at ]  all but mah foots . "  Yo ' see . Well dat ' s  de las t place . See , � 
walkin ' on de soil an ' it ' s  going right back down in de soil where it come from , 
' cause de roots had to be dug out de ground to put it on yo ' an ' it ' s  gotta bring 
it right back out on de ground . 

[Among many examples of pain , disease and live things in you being removed 
from the body by downward magic , see BATHING OOWNWARD , pp . 369-37 7 , and OOWNWARD 
RUBBING , p . 37 7 . Cures by downward rubbing will also be found in FACI : (1st ed . )  
2 7 05 , p . 131 , livergrown , ( 2ed . )  7152 , p . 332 ; (1)  4464 , p . 214 , worms in body , (2)  
7081 , p . 32 8 ; (1) 4 7 5 8 , p . 2 29 ,  pain , (2 )  7 1 7 0 , p . 333 ; and (1)  4871 , p . 2 35 ,  a cold , 
(2 )  6083 , p . 27 7 . Doctor Yousee in the preceding rite and previously gives the 
reason why all ailments coming through root-work or the ground mus t be returned 
to the ground . This is a like cures like process rather than sub s tance . Is it 
to be unders tood also that the devil rules everything underground and in dark
nes s ?  This is what makes the final title quotation on page 1024 so interes ting : 
"God is even in de middle of de earth . " ]  

Well , now look heah . Say ,  i f  dat wus medicine - .  fo ' whenevah a spell put on 
yo ' lak dat , de medicine ain ' t  gonna help yo ' none , yo ' see , ' cause doctors , 
dey 1 11 give yo ' medicine an ' things like dat , yo ' see . Yo ' takes experience [ the 
removal of a spell requires special experience ] - now , ah wanta be frank with 
yuh . Yo ' take root-workers is kinda ahead of doctors in a way . [ Cylinder 
changed . ]  See how dat ' s  done - ah ' m  goin ' show yo ' .  Yo ' see , now , dat [my 
cure ] wusn ' t  given to ' em  by no medicine-man , yo ' unders tand . [He is calling a 
Doctor o f  Medicine a medicine-man ! ]  Yo ' ain ' t  drinkin ' nuthin to go in yore 
s tomach or go•into yore sys tem ,  is yo ' ?  Yo ' ain ' t  taken a drop of medicine or 
yo ' ain ' t et [ ate or eaten ] nuthin from nobody . Yo ' see how s lick dat one works . 
De only thing [ involved here is ] about dat piece o f  cloth dat she taken an ' got 
some of yore dis charge on it . 

Well , all right - medicine can ' t  cure dat . De same way dat dat thing got on 
� - by spirchully devilment work - gotta be taked off . Yo ' go to de drug s tore 
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p rob ' ly an ' git b eef b lood an ' i ron an ' all s ich medicine , all sich s� POots , 
yo ' know . Dat ain ' t goin ' go no good , ' cause dat wusn ' t  put on yo ' through any
body medi cine - yo ' ain ' t  drinkin ' nuthin . I f  yo ' drink some poison , well yo ' 
kin go to a POot-UJoPkeP an ' git chew some kinda medicine an ' make yo ' bring it 
back out . But yo ' ain ' t drink nuthin - yo ' ain ' t  done nuthin ' tall . All de 
kinda medicine - all de POot medicine in de world won ' t  cure nuthin like dat . 
Dat ' s  de reason why yo ' gotta - see ,  we people [POot-UJoPkePs and spiPchu Zs ] so 
wis e ,  maybe we done find somepin mo ' b etter ' b out curin ' a man somepin ' other 
stead of medicine , yo ' see .  

Jes ' lak yo ' s gotta t r ial , yo ' go tta man on de outside workin ' fo ' yo ' -
' cause j es '  lak if yo ' in troub le ,  see .  Yo ' druther hear ab out i f  yo ' in trouble 
an ' yo ' wanta he ' p  yo ' ownself? 

(That ' s  right . )  
All right . Jes ' lak yo ' in trouble , yo ' see . Well , if  yo ' in de j ail-house -

dey got chew locked up in j ail . All right , yo ' take yo ' a pan o f  water - j es ' 
take yo ' a pan of water an ' yo ' s ay dese words ovah dat water , yo ' see . Say dese 
words ovah dis watah . I f  yo ' ain ' t  got a book - ' cause yo ' might not have no 
Bib le ,  yo ' see - ' caus e dis is very long . Dis s tuff is very long , de 7 P s alm 
from de first to de s ixth ovah dis pan of water one time after sundown . Yo ' s ee ,  
after sundown ' cause yo ' fightin ' against co ' t  - yo ' wanta come out now . 

(You say you read the first right through the s ixth - all those Psalms , the 
s ix Psalms . )  

Read de first to de s ixth [ verse of Psalm 7 or Psalms 6 and 7 ? ] ovah dat pan 
of water one time . See dat ' s  after sundown - be fightin ' agins t de co ' t .  Now 
yo ' goin ' tub raise yo ' self . Don ' t  chew throw dat water out , yo ' let it stay 
right dere until de next morning . Yo ' git up an ' yo ' put chure han ' on dis pan 
of water , an '  yo ' read from de s ixth of Psalms to de seventh o f  Psalms ovah de 
same pan of water 

·
nine times . Yo ' workin ' fo ' yo ' s elf now , yo ' see . 

(What Psalms do you read? ) [ Identity o f  Ps alms is  usually a p roblem . ] 
De seventh chapter o f  P s alms - s tart wit de firs t  verse an ' go to de s ixth . I 

make it  mo ' plainer - yo ' git de seventh chapter of Psalms an ' yo ' read from de 
first of Psalms to sixth verse of Psalms on a pan of water dat night , yo ' know , 
after sundown , when yo ' s  fightin ' agains t co ' t ,  yo ' see . 

Well , de next mornin ' at de sunrise ,  yo ' s ee ,  dat ' s  he ' pin ' a person . Well , 
yo ' he ' pin '  yo ' ownself . Yo ' doin ' dis fo ' yo ' owns elf - yo ' read from de s ixth 
o f  Psalm to de seventh of Psalm de next mornin ' • 

(From the S ixtieth ? )  
No , from the s ixth o f  Psalms . Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' read - j is '  lak las t night yo ' 

read from de first verse of Psalms to de s ixth of P s alms , yo ' see .  All right , de 
next mornin ' yo ' goin ' ketch it from de . s ixth Psalm an '  go to de s eventeenth , yo ' 
see . De nex ' mornin ' , yo ' see ,  yo ' ketch it  from de sixth where yo ' left off of 
an ' carry it to de s eventeenth Psalm .  Well , yo ' read dat ovah de same pan of 
water nine t imes befo ' co ' t .  Take an '  wash yore face - yo ' s ee ,  take an ' wash 
yore face an '  don ' t take an ' dry wit no rag . Jes ' take an ' shake yore hea(i":"""" 
let de atmosphere , de air dry yo ' - don ' t take an ' wipe i t  wit no rag atall . 
[ Here is  an example of a spi'PituaZ making holy water - see margin-title HOLY 
WATER MEDICINE , p . 382 ; HOLY WATER AGAIN , p . 407 ; and HOLY WATER , p . 69 5 . ]  Well , 
wften yo ' go in co ' t , yo ' see , it ' s  a lot a diff ' rent words yo ' say .  Well , yo ' 
could do dis now o r  any time , yo ' see ,  [ to ]  tide yo ' ovah - j es '  try it  fo ' ' pare 
[ to be p repared ] .  

Well , de next mornin ' yo ' go to co ' t , yo ' see . Well , yo ' b e  s ettin ' dere -
p rob ' ly dey b e  tryin ' another person . I f  dey try anybody ahead of yore cas e ,  yo ' 
see - well , j is '  lak yore case comes up next o r  somepin like dat , which an ' why 
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i f  yo ' know i t . Well , yo ' look - yo ' take an ' turn yore haid towards de wes t ,  
yo ' see , which de sun goes down . As yo ' turn yore face toward de wes t  yo ' s ay , 
"Ah g ive unto yo ' a promise that yo ' shall - our case  be  delivered out o f  bond
age . "  Yo ' see , dat ' s  whut yo ' s ay lookin ' out de window wi t chure head turnt 
dataway , yo ' see . All right , yo ' look at de grand j ury ,  yo ' see , which on yore 
case . I t ' s  j is '  like if yo ' goin ' plead guilty - de time yo ' goin ' tub go in on 
yore case , yo ' plead guilty to de fact . Yo ' look at de man an ' yo ' say ,  "I s it 
lawful to so g ravely [ ? ]  a Roman? "  Yo ' s ay ,  "Is  it lawful to so g rill [ ? ]  a 
Roman? " Yo ' s ay ,  "Is it lawful" - whut ah 'm speakin ' about - to no t give yo ' 
j us tice against a man , yo ' see . Well , after yo ' look at him an ' tell him dat , 
yo ' see , well yo '  look at de j udge . Yo ' ain ' t  gotta wait until dey start to 
having de trial , yo ' do dis heah befo ' dat . Yo ' look at de j udge , yo ' got 
somepin to s ay to ' im .  Yo ' look at ' im an ' git de advantage o f  ' im .  Yo ' look 
at de j udge . An '  after dey speakin ' lak dis , yo ' s ay ,  after dey continue axin ' 
yo ' ,  yo ' ain ' t gotta say it out loud - yo ' s ay it in yore mind , whisper , yo ' 
see , looking right s traight at de j udge . Yo ' got chure whole heart - when yo ' 
speakin ' to de grand j ury yo ' got chure whole heart an '  mind on dem , yo ' see , 
an '  on yore case , looking right s traight at ' em .  Yo ' ain ' t s aying a word , yo ' 
s ayin ' it in yore min ' but _lookin ' at de j udge . Yo ' say ,  "After dey continue 
ax.in ' him , he lift up himself an ' s ay ,  ' He dat s in among you ' " - in de Bible it 
s ay ,  "He dat s in among her , "  but chew wusn ' t  among women , it was you . [ He ]  s ay ,  
' He that s in among yo ' let him first cas t a s tone a t  him . "'  [He pronounces s in 
as syn = s ign . ] See , let him first cas t a s tone - at him firs t ' cause don ' t  cas t 
a s tone at him befo ' he cas t it at chew . Yo ' see , j is '  lak yo '  dig a pi t fo ' 
another person , j is '  as well dig it fo ' yo ' ownself , ' cause yo ' mo ' den apt to 
git caught firs t , yo ' see . So after yo ' s ay dat - after yo ' s ay dat yo ' turn 
yore head an ' yo ' make three moves . Well , firs t ,  "Ah done g ive unto yo ' a prom
ise out de window dat yo ' shall b e  delivered out of bondage . "  Turn yore head 
next to de grand j urors an '  s ay whut chew goin ' s ay to dem . Turn i t  to de j udge 
an '  s ay it . Yo ' makes foah s trokes - one - two - three - foah . Well , de las t 
s troke yo ' make - yo ' got yore head to de left now at de sunrise , yo ' see . Yo ' 
s ay ,  "Ah looked out of de window an ' s aw  three dead mens ,  an ' ruled dem wi t mah 
finger . "  Yo ' see , all dem magi c words . Den yo ' git  up dem an ' yo ' [ cylinder 
changed ] .  

(You are looking out the window to the eas t now . ) 
Dat ' s  right , to de eas t . Yo ' he ' pin ' yo ' self , yo ' see . Yo ' speakin ' about 

yoreself now , yo ' see . We were speakin ' ' bout dese dead men , yo ' see . Well , yo ' 
see if yo ' kin git a chance - but o f  co ' se it ' ll work i f  yo ' don ' t - but i f  yo ' 
git a chance befo ' yo ' git  put in [ j ail ] , it ' s  bes t to do these  thing s . We s aid 
at de firs t take dis dead man ' s  shank bone - yo ' see , take an ' trim a little of 
it off it an ' put it in yore pocket . Well , dat ' s  de dead man ' s  shank bone . Well 
during de time yo ' got dat - it be a pretty good idea to wear it on yo ' all de 
t ime ,  yo ' see , as I s aid at firs t , ' cause yo ' nevah know which an ' whut - whut ' s  
de future to a certain extent . Prob ' ly yo ' could take care o f  yo ' self after whut 
goin ' happen den , yo ' see . But whut de future has , yo ' know , is purt ty hard to 
tell , yo ' know - dat ' s  provided you ain ' t got yore crys tal b all or somepin like 
dat to see whu£ ' s  goin ' on in de devil ' s  work . 

Well , after yo ' turn yore head to eas t an ' s ay ,  "Ah looked out o f  de window 
an '  ah s aw three dead mens an ' ruled dem with mah finger" - unders tand . Well , 
wbut yo ' mean , "Ah ruled dem wit mah finger? " Yo ' rulin ' dem spirits , yo ' see -
yo ' ruled ' em .  Well , yo ' got de dead man bone in yore po cket , yo ' see . "Ah s aw 
three dead men . " Yo ' see , yo ' got one of dem in yore pocket right ' long wi th 
�· Well , dat ' s  a dead man , dat shank bone , yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  de way dey 
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git . An ' den after yo ' do dat , when dey call yore trial , yo ' kin git up an ' tell 
de truth about it . Yo ' done so-an ' -so-an ' -so . Say ,  "Well , ah did so- an ' -so , but 
ah axe j ustice of yo ' .  Well , dey can ' t - yo ' s  got ' em ,  yo ' see , tight as  dis 
hatband , yo ' see . [ He points at my old b lack hat with concealed microphone - see 
author ' s  b lack hat in INTRODUCTION . ]  Well , if yo ' tell de truth about it , well , 
whut diff ' rence does it make . Yo ' come out . 

[My preceding b lack hat may have sugges ted the black-cat rite about to follow 
this comment . Mos t of  the usual black-cat ri tes I have grouped in subsection 
BLACK CAT BONE , pp . 74-9 7 .  But there are also unusual ri tes - one having been 
given by INFORMANT 1532 , p . 1124f . ; another one now follows . ]  

Wit de b lack cat , yo ' see - course yo ' got ta have a s trong cons titution , 
unders tand , to do s trong work . Yo ' ketch a b lack cat . Well , de way it is yo ' 
know , if yo ' goin ' be anything in root-work , yo ' gotta go by de - yo ' gotta have 
so many followin ' .  Yo ' gotta know whut chure doin ' , yo ' see . Yo ' can ' t  j ump at 
it when yo ' goin ' doin ' somepin ,  ' cause if yo ' go to doin ' somepin - ' cause it 
j is '  lak a man goin ' workin ' roots . "Well ,  dog-gone dis propos ition ; ah kin he 'p  
yo ' but  ah can ' t  he 'p  mahself . "  Jis ' like somep in git  wrong wit yo ' , ah could 
cure yo ' .  If somepin git wrong wit me , or some other root-worker s trike me or 
put me down - well , now de firs t thing ah do - gotta learn how to protect yo ' 
ownself . Don ' t  go to cure another fellah out dere , look out how to figure how 
to take care of yo ' ownself , yo ' see . Jes ' lak ah don ' t  do fo ' a livin ' - ah 
j es '  tryin ' to take care of mahself , yo ' see - de bes t ah kin , yo ' see . 

[Doctor Yousee is a spiri tual (works with spirits ) , not a root-worker .  But he 
is a profess ional worker if ever there was one . I agree with him - he does not 
make a living from this work , few persons do . ]  

Well , j es '  l ak  yo ' take dis cat - yo '  take on de 14th dav of  de moon ' s  full , 
yo ' see - yo '  take an '  ketch a black cat , yo ' see . Take an ' t ake yo ' a pot of 
hot water . Take yo ' nine b lack hen eggs . Take an ' mark yo ' a round ring - two 
round rings on each one o f  dose hen eggs , yo ' know . Unders tand me good , take 
an ' mark yo ' two round rings on each one o f  dose  hen eggs an ' put a little ole 
dot in it - j is '  lak two little ole black cat eyes - put dat on de nine - let it 
be b lack hen egg . 

(How do these rings go , together or separate? )  
Yo ' know - put one dere - j is '  lak dem round egg , yo ' know - put a round ring 

an ' den put a little bitty round ring ins ide it like two eyes . 
(On the end of the egg ? } 
No , it ' s  right cross [ demons trates ] .  
( Right across - one circle is  in the other circle . )  
Dat ' s  right , but yo ' see it ' s  fo ' [ four ] together [ demons trates ] .  Jes ' lak 

yo ' make one dere , put another on dere . Dem [ are ] eyes . 
(Make like a pair of  eyes - but each eye is one little circle in another 

circle . )  
Yes . All right , yo ' take an ' heat yo ' a big pot of  water , yo ' see . When yo ' 

do dis heah , yo ' see , it ' s  bes t tub go out , but in de woods yo ' know amongs t  
trees , yo ' see , where yo ' kin command - course yo ' kin command dem to come to yo ' 
anyway , yo ' see . Not bes t to be round de house where yo '  see a lotta people , 
be�ause satan j es '  ' pears up - dis person , one another [ about when] de devil 
comin ' to yo ' ,  can ' t  everybody - yo ' gotta have a s trong cons titution to s tand 
tub do dat - gotta make a promise to sell yo ' soul to de devil , yo ' see - make 
dat up in yore mind - keep it in yore mind , yo ' see . Say ,  "Well , i t  don ' t  [ look ] 
like ah 'm kin git a j ob round heah - nuthin de kind - ah 'm j es '  miserable all de 
time - work hard an ' den never have nuthin . "  Says , "Well , ah j es t  goin ' try dis 
heah . "  Yo ' say ,  "Ah make up a promise  to sell my soul to de devil long as ah 
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live - ah ' m not expectin ' to - ah ' m  gittin ' old . "  Mean yo ' gotta make up yore 
mind , j is '  like yo ' s ay anything , yo ' unders tand . Anything yo ' wanta do yo ' put 
yore mind right down on that thing an ' yo ' conquers it yo ' self , yo ' see . Jis ' 
lak , yo ' s ee , whut chew gonna do yo ' keep yore mind on it . I f  yo ' gonna do dat , 
don ' t  s ay ,  "Ah migh t . "  Yo ' gonna do dat . Jis ' keep yore mind on it  an ' yo ' ll do 
it . Jis ' keep every s tep yo ' make - make it  toward dat same thing yo '  wants to 
do , yo ' see - yo ' ll do i t . Dat ' s  havin ' yo ' mind , see , dat chew gonna do i t . -- Make up yore mind an ' yo ' take dis pot of  water out in de woods an ' yo ' build 
a big fire . Yo ' see , before yo ' build de fire yo ' take an ' put dem nine hen 
� - draw yo ' a circle right round on de ground . Dat 0. L .  Young ain ' t got 
nuthin to do wit dis heah now - dis heah is comin ' through by de other spirits . 
Yo ' see , dis 0 .  L . Young , he masters all dis other work , yo ' know , all by his 
circle . 0 .  L. Young , he commands his circle , yo ' see . Well , when yo ' doin ' 
somepin else , yo ' know , an ' otherwise wi t de black cat , 0 .  L .  Young , yo ' s ee , 
he ain ' t  got nuthin wit dat . Dat ' s  on de outside , dat ' s  wit de devil an '  other
wise . Yo ' s ee , dis heah is controlled by de cat an ' dat . Well , anything yo ' 
undertake to do , well , dis cat goin ' command yo ' , yo ' see . Yo ' go tta  humor ' im ,  
yo ' see - long as yo ' don ' t see him ,  it  works good . 

Yo ' take an ' put dem nine black hen eggs on de ground an ' draw yo ' a ring 
right around , yo ' see . Well , after yo ' draw yo ' a ring right around , yo ' take 
two splint ers , which yo ' go out in de woods an ' git  - j is '  like yo ' see a tree 
dat wus lightning struck , yo ' get dese splinters an ' cares dem away - splinter 
j is ' lak dis heah [ the color o f ]  blue eyes - j is '  like lightnin ' ,  yo ' see . Yo ' 
take lightning wood - j is '  like yo ' go out in de woods an ' s ee a tree dat de 
lightning struck . Yo ' climb dat tree an ' git chew nine splinte rs from dat tree . 
[Cylinder changed . ]  Yo ' take any kind of oil , any kind - it kin be olive o il , 
mentholatin ' oil or some kinda o il , yo ' s ee , an ' take an ' ' noint dem splinters 
wit it  good , yo ' see . After yo ' take an ' ' noint each splinter , yo ' take an ' put 
a splinter ovah each egg an ' let it burn , but have - j is '  lak , i f  yo ' take an ' 
put dem nine eggs in a row , yo ' know , an ' have dem splinters layin ' disaway , yo ' 
take an ' light all nine of  dem splinters an ' hold yore watch out an '  let it  burn . 
Yo ' see , yo ' wo rkin ' dis heah from twelve until three a ' clock at  night . Yo ' go 
out dere at twelve a ' clo ck at  night an '  work from twelve to three , yo ' see . Well 
yo ' take after yo ' do dat - j is '  light dose nine splinters an ' hold yore watch 
ovah it . Yo ' hold yore watch - ah j es '  as well say fo ' 120 seconds , which is  two 
minutes . Jes ' hold yore wat ch on it , yo ' see , dem 120 seconds . Well , after dem 
120 seconds is out , yo ' t aken an ' outen de splinters - yo ' s ee , yo ' j est put dem 
into a p ile . 

Well , take an ' put chure water on - put chure pot o f  water on , yo ' see . Build 
yore fire , put chure eggs in dere firs t . Yo ' take an r hold de watch on dem eggs 
five minutes . Yo ' see , yo ' got chure cat in de s ack dere . Yo ' don ' t  have to 
hold dose eggs but five minutes , yo ' see . Yo ' j es ' let de eggs  boil right on an ' 
on until de water git kinda good an ' hot , yo ' see . When it git  good an ' boilin ' 
ho t - yo ' see dem eggs is s t ill in dere , yo ' take an ' j ump dat cat down ovah in 
dere . Take an ' put de cat in dere an ' put de lid on ' im ,  yo ' see . Co ' se he 
gonna try to git out . Well , yo ' take an ' put him in dere , yo ' put de lid - yo ' 
gotta have a sciff  enough lid to hold him in dere . Well , yo ' see a eat ' s  go t 
nine lives , unders tand . Co ' se ah don ' t  reckon yo ' might have heard somepin like 
dat , but it ' s  a known fact dat a aat got nine lives . He ' s  pretty hard tuh kill 
for dat mattah providin ' if yo ' don ' t  take a gun or somepin other an ' shoot him 
like dat - prob ' ly dead shot , yo ' see . I f  he ' s  not dead , he ' s  dead to a certain 
extent , yo ' see , ' cause he come back to yo ' .  

Yo ' take an ' hold dat lid ovah dere , yo ' s ee , an '  de cat kin continue still 
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tub boil dere . Well , yo ' see , he goin ' be changin ' .  Yo ' kin tell when every one 
of his lives is dead , yo ' see . Well , de furse time dis cat be in dere he be 
hollerin ' ,  he be hollerin ' like a cat , yo ' see . When he holler dataway , when dat 
die down , dat ' s  one life dat be gone . When he goin ' change up , yo ' know - co ' se 
yo ' take anything that ' s  in any kind of distress dat hurtin ' bad - like a dog -
yo ' take a dog an ' he howl . Yo ' take some dogs howl j es '  like a person holler
ing - j es '  lak a human hollerin ' - howl so pitiful . Well , yo ' take whenevah dat 
cat be growling in dere - yo ' know , hollerin ' like a cat - whenevah dat stops , 
well , dat ' s  one life gone . Well , he change up in another way .  He go to moanin ' , 
yo ' see [ he demons trates by moaning ] j es '  lak a person . When he do dat in a 
certain way , yo ' got to watch de whole room - hold onto it - whoevah doin ' dis 
heah , dis heah work . Wherever dat person live , yo ' take an ' mark a cross right 
up undah dere , yo ' see . 

(Under what? ) 
Take an 1 mark a cross 

dere - whenevah he s tart 
o-u-t"  under dere . Jes ' 
"o-u- t out , "  yo ' see . 

- j es '  lak yo ' got  chure watch dere 
growlin ' dat firs t time , yo ' mark a 
take an ' mark a cross j es '  like dis 

(Where do you put this cros s ? ) 

an ' yo ' got a light 
cross an ' put "out 
heah , heah , an ' put 

Jes ' on a piece of paper - put a cross on dere an' put "out , "  yo ' see . An '  
yo ' hold yore watch on ' im an ' , well , whenevah h e  start dis g roanin ' yo ' see , 
j is '  like a human - he goin ' talk j is '  like a natural person . Well , whenevah he 
goes on dat way an ' fin ' lly die down , j is '  cross an ' "out" on dere , yo ' see . 
Well , dat ' s  two - dat ' s  two lives done gone , but dat water s till boilin ' right 
on , yo ' see . Well , p rob ' ly de next time he goin ' change up another diff ' rent 
way - go to sighin ' like a cow or somepin other . All diff ' rent forms , yo ' see . 
Every time he does dat an ' continues dat an ' s top doin ' dat , an ' his voi ce change 
in another way , j es '  keep on dat an ' - yo ' watch an ' see , now whenevah he come 
out de las t one . Whenevah yo ' have nine o f  dem "out s "  on dere , he won ' t  git up 
there atall - yo ' see , he ' s  dead then . Let i t  boil - whut ah 'm speakin ' about , 
let ' im boil all tub pieces , yo ' see , dem bones an ' all like dat is dere . An '  
dem black hen aigs - dat ' s  de power dat ' s  he ' pin ' it , yo ' see . Well , yo ' take 
all dat out . Well , after yo ' do dat , yo ' take an ' dreen [ drain ] all de water 
out de pot , yo ' see . Take an ' take yo ' - yo ' mus t have a ' luminum pan - yo ' 
can ' t have no ord ' ry tin pan - gotta be ' luminum - gotta be made outa ' luminum . 
Yo ' take an ' put dat [ in something ? ] . Yo ' take an ' put all de bones an ' egg
shells an ' everything whut ' s  to be found in dere , in dat pan ,  an ' carry it to 
runnin ' water . Dat ' s  a known fact , it  might look impos s ible , but dis is a known 
fact . Yo ' take all dem bones den an ' things an ' carry it to runnin ' water , yo ' 
see , an ' put it  in runnin ' water , an ' dat main b one is goin ' upstream an ' de 
others is goin ' down de stream . Well , de main bone is go t de power in it  - it ' s  
goin 1 disaway , yo ' see . ' Cause yo ' know whut gotta carry dat on - dat ' s  de 
devil , yo ' see , carry it dis way . Well , dem other bones is  goin ' on down de 
s tream , but de bone dat ' s  goin ' � de s tream dat ' s  de one yo ' git . Well , dat 
bone - dat ' s  yore control an ' da� s yore mas ter , yo ' see . Anything yo ' under
take to do , yo ' tote dat round j es ' long as yo '  live , j es '  carry it . 

• An '  after dey do dat - unders tand , when yo ' do dis heah , do dat , dis cat goin ' 
worry yo ' ,  yo ' unders tand , yo ' see , ' cause if yo ' don ' t  know how to protect yo ' 
self - now , j es '  like now , i f  a green person jump up an ' do dat , g� to all dat 
trouble an ' dey take dat bone , an ' p rob ' ly go on b ack home , sure at nigh t dat ' ll ,  
cat ' ll will worry yo ' to death - be j umpin '  all up on yo ' , yo ' know , j es '  seem 
to yo ' - he ain ' t  hurtin ' , yo ' know , or nuthin - j es '  tryin ' . When yo ' shet 
yore eyes , it  look like yo ' seein ' all dat cat j es '  clawin ' at yo ' an ' his eyes 
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dat big . Well , yo ' see , yo ' can ' t  protect yo ' self . Yo ' done dis work but chew 
can ' t  back yo ' self up . Jes ' like ah said - doin ' somepin fo ' another person an ' 
can ' t he ' p  yo ' ownself .  Yo ' see , yo ' done dat but chew can ' t  back yo ' self up . 

But after yo ' do dat , befo ' de next - j is '  lak yo ' do it  dat night - befo ' de 
sun go down de next night , yo ' gotta take dat bone dere an ' a�ss it to keep de 
cat offa yo ' , yo ' see , i f  yo ' wanta control dis cat an ' want dis cat to do whut 
yo ' say do . [ Cylinder changed . ]  Now , befo ' de sun go down de next evenin ' yo ' 
take dis bone - yo ' gotta take an '  �ss dis bone , yo ' unders tand . Yo ' take yo ' 
a devil-shoes tring - dat ' s  one devil ' s-shoes tring . Yo ' take an ' take a sharp 
knife an ' take an ' split it . Yo ' gotta split it where it will have nine s trands 
to it . Yo ' take an ' wrap dat devil-shoes tring round it [ the bone] - yo ' see de 
black cat an '  de devil is workin ' together , yo ' s ee . Yo ' take an ' wrap dat 
devil ' s-shoes tring right around dat b lack cat bone , yo ' see . Take yo ' some black 
_thread an ' tie it on dere , an ' wear it in yore pocket fo ' three days . Yo ' s ee . 
Yo ' take an ' ' noint it down with Black Cat PeP[ume . Well ,  tpat ' s  sweetes t 
perfume - it ' s  powerful sweet-smellin ' perfume , yo ' see . But people nevah know 
dat it ' s  powerful because it  so kinda sweet smellin ' , yo ' know , like bath salts , 
somepin like dat . Yo ' take an ' ' noint it down wit Black Cat PePjUme . Yo ' kin 
tell de per fume ' cause it got a black cat on de bottom ,  an ' de black cat is got  
his tail  high s t i f f . Yo ' take an ' ' noint that down with that Black Cat PePfume 
an ' keep it  thataway for gambling , s ickness ,  dis tress , an ' all like dat , yo ' s ee . 
Well , dat black cat control dis , yo ' see - dat black cat control anything that 
you s tart at . 

Well , yo ' see , whenevah yo ' go to do anything , yo ' see , sleight of hand -
well , dat black cat is s leight of  hand . Yo ' kin take dat bone an ' control it . 
Yo ' kin take dat bone yo ' s ee an ' take an ' lay it  in on de bed , yo ' see . Take 
it - it ' s  a known fact , ah 'm goin ' tell yo ' ' bout it . Yo ' take in during de time 
de moon is full , yo '  kin see it in daytime , yo ' see . I f yo ' don ' t  ketch de moon 
in full yo ' can ' t  s ee i t  but at  night . Yo ' take dat b lack cat bone an ' take an ' 
throw it in on de bed some night - yo '  s ee a cat s t anding on dat bed - his eyes 
wide j es ' like two balls o f  fire - right up on top of  dat bed . Yo ' s ee , every
where dat bone go , dat eat ' s  right dere to do all de devilment - yo ' see , control 
it . Anything that yo ' wants to be done , yo ' s ee , well de black cat workin ' 
through de devil an ' dat black cat working with yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . 

Well , yo ' goin ' go to gambling , yo ' s ee . Jes ' people - for ins tance ah know 
a lot o f  gamblers an ' be round a dice game . Well , dey pull somepin out ·dere 
pocket an ' lay it  down , "Well ,  dis is  mah jomoo , heah ; long as ah keep dis ah ' ll 
win" - an '  all - somepin like dat . Yo ' take dat - co ' se yo ' ain ' t  gotta lay it  
down . Yo ' j es '  take an ' put chure hand in  yore pockit - j es ' lak yo ' win dis 
bet , yo ' put dat money in dere on dat b lack cat bone an ' squeeze i t  - yo ' know , 
mash i t , squeeze de bone an ' de money together , yo ' see , ever ' now an ' den . Yo ' 
see , yo ' break any game yo ' git  to , yo ' s ee , ' cause dat cat is pro tection to yo ' .  
Yo ' see , dat eat ' s  right dere on dat bone , but nobody can ' t  s ee yo ' wit it . De 
reason why yo ' kin s ee it  - yo ' kin see it all de time in de daytime - yo ' kin 
see two little eyes . Jes ' like yo ' lookin ' at  a deck of cards , well , ' s tead o f  
yo ' lookin 1 at  de cards front o f  yo ' ,  yo ' s ee two little eyes on dere , yo ' see . 
An '  whenever y�' turn , dem j es '  like dis heah [ demons trat es ] . 

[ In whatever direction the doctoP turns , the eyes o f  a dead cat like the eyes 
in a portrait turn toward him . Better , this man has eye trouble - cataracts?  
For an example of Purkinj e figures - a woman who frequently saw a bewitched black 
bug crawling on the ceiling - see FACI , 2ed . , 161 7 8 ,  p . 834 . ] 

All right , me an ' yo ' got a bid an ' yo ' skinnin ' [we are in a skin game ] ,  yo ' 
see . Well , it ' s  mah time tuh win - ah 'm playing a ten an ' yo ' playin ' a eight . 
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Well , all right , long as ah 'm turnin ' , yo ' see , like dat dere - long as ah kin 
see dem two eyes on dat card , well , ah 'm clear . But whenever , ' slong as ah 'm 
seein ' dem two eyes on dere , well , ah 'm beatin ' yo ' • Ah s ays , "Well , ah ' 11  bet 
chew two dollars mo ' • " Ah call out one , yo ' see , an ' ah 'm turn in ' , lookin ' at 
dem cards . Well , yo ' don ' t see dem two eyes on dem cards atall , yo ' see , an ' 
yo ' turn . Well , dat minute dat ten is on de turn away , yo ' play de ten an ' he ' s  
playin ' de eight . Well , i f  he play de ace , yo ' see , yo ' goin ' ket ch him - anyhow 
yo ' ' bliged tuh ketch him . I f  yore card comes up befo ' his ' n  dem two eyes goin ' 
let chew know ,  ' cause when yo ' lookin ' at it  yo ' kin see two eyes on it  - two 
little round eyes . Dat ' s a known fact , but de other man can ' t see . Yo ' s  de one 
dat got de bid on . Well , yo ' keep a ' turnin ' away an ' yo ' see dem two eyes PO£ 
�· Well , yo ' ain ' t  goin ' bet no mo ' ' cause yo ' see yoreself goin ' tuh turn , yo ' 
see - yo ' j es '  turn yo ' self off , yo ' see . Well , after yo ' turn yoreself off , yo ' 
kin go continue bettin ' , but chew gwine ketch ' im mo ' den he ketch chew . Yo ' 
see , i t ' s  a known fact . 

( "At this point I thought he was finished wi th this p articular ri te but he 
continued [wi th the "known fact" ] , so I wrote what he told me while machine was 
off . " ) 

[ The preaeding aomment or note was wri tten at the intervieu>J i ts plaae of 
inalusion marked on the cylinder measurement- tab, and put in the cy linder aase . 
Here is what happened. He to ld me what would oaaur if anyone found your b laak 
aat bone and unu>rgpped i t  - the aontents of seaond paragraph fol lou>ing this one . 
I then comment or ask a ques tion - the firs t paragraph fo l lou>ing this one . As a 
reply he repeats the seaond fol lou>ing paragPaph . I wrote the note beaause I 
thought it inadvisab le to res tart the maahine and ask him to repeat a third time . 
Whi le listening to the cy linder, transaription in hand, I aopied on the tran
saription in hand, I aopied on the transaription the loose note in the cy linder 
aase . ]  -

(If you aarry that bone and you lost it, why - someone unwraps it - that 
leaves the aat loose . )  [I am repeating him . ] 

If anyone find dat an '  un!J)rap dat devi l  's-shoestring, why yo ' [ he ]  turns de 
aat loose an '  turns i t  loose right on yo ' .  [ Words of informant. ] 

Jes ' like yo ' is  on a trip or dere ' s  s omepin valuable dat chew wants t o  do -
undertake to do . Yo ' know whut ah 'm speakin ' ' bout , yore luck ' s  in b ad - yo ' 
see , yo ' s  in hard luck , in b ad luck . Take three ' simmon [ persimmon] swi tches -
yo ' take an ' break dem swi tches , dem ' simmon swi tches , towards de eas t where de 
sun rise , yo ' know ,  ' cause ah remember ah was tellin ' yo ' 'bout he ' pin ' yo ' self 
where de sun rise - when yo ' fightin ' a person do yore work when de sun g o  down -
yo ' see , yo ' he ' pin '  yo ' self . Yo ' take an ' pull ' em  on de eas t s ide of  a tree . 
Jes ' take de ' simmon swi tch but i t ' s got ta be forked , yo ' see . Jes ' take de fo ' k  
an ' break it  off , but chew gotta have dat fo ' k .  Take three of ' em .  Take it  b ack 
to yore house where yo ' s t ay at an '  take yo ' s ome s alt , t ake s ome sulphur , an ' 
mix it  together . Take an ' take yo ' a rag an '  ' noint them three ' simmon swi tches 
together - g ood , yo ' know . Yo ' ain ' t  dealin ' wi t good spirits , yo ' dealin 1 wi th 
evil spirits , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' ' noint dem good an ' nice , yo 1 see , an '  � 
dem out to de graveyard on certain s igns of de moon . Care ' em out to de grave
yard , yo ' see , an '  t ake an ' put  one at de head of de grave at sunrise . Jes ' like 
dis heah on top o f  de grave now - j es '  like dis de grave - put one right in de 
middle of de grave , dem two fo ' ks standing up . Well , at de foot , take an ' put 
one heah an '  one heah . See , j es '  like a man head heah an ' dat heah de two foots 
s tretched out ovah heah , yo ' see .  

(You put one at the head and two at the feet . )  
Dat ' s  right - dem two [ three ] s t i cks . Yo ' take an ' s ay ,  "Ah comman ' thee 
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an '  ah control thee to do mah will . "  Yo ' say ,  "Ah aunjure thee doin ' by de 
regenera l  life [ see former comment ] to do mah will . "  Yo ' see , dat ' s  befo ' yo ' 
put these s ticks down . Den after yo ' put dese s t i cks down , yo ' go on den back 
to de house . 

Den yo ' take yo ' a toady fzaog , yo ' see . Yo ' ketch yo ' a toady fzaog an '  yo ' go 
out in de woods to a big red ants bed . [ Cylinder changed . ]  Yo ' see , dese heah 
ole big red antses . Befo ' doin ' dis now , yo ' take dis toady fzaog - not no spz>ing 
fzaog . I t ' s  gotta be a toady fzaog , ' cause de toady fzaog is de only one dat got 
it . Yo ' take dis toady frog , yo ' take an ' git  chew a lit t le box , sit  down - take 
yo ' a shoe box or something an '  make yo ' a little small box . Take some thread 
an ' sew it in de fo ' corner zhoo know - big enough fo ' dis frog to git in , yo ' 
see . Take an ' take yo ' any kind of  brass , anything brass  - for jamoo yo ' can ' t  
take anything . Yo ' got ta take brass , yo ' know , any kinda brass  rod or somepin 
lak dat . Jug holes all through this head [ top of box] good - purtty big holes 
where dem ants can git in dere . Yo ' take dat frog in dat lit t le box an ' yo ' take 
an ' care it an ' put it right  in de middle o f  dat ants bed , an ' after yo ' take an '  
put i t  in de middle o f  dis ants bed , yo ' let i t  stay dere fo ' nine days . Well , 
yo ' see in about nine days dese big red antses will be j es '  - yo ' know , dey ' ll 
crawl all ovah dis dead toady fzaog an ' et [ eat] dis toaay frog all to pieces , et 
all de meat off him . Dey leaves de bones in dere . Well , yo ' go an ' look in 
dere . Yo ' know dese bones an ' git  ' em .  Yo ' take - well , dis toady fzaog in his 
haid , he got a bone like a hook - see , go t a bone like a hook , like a fish hook . 
Den he got one straight bone in dere - got a bone j es '  like a fish s cale but it ' s  
wide up heah an ' sharp down heah . 

(Like a fish s cale . )  
Dat ' s  right . So , yo ' take dem two bones , yo ' see . Well , yo ' kin take , an ' 

it ' s  j es '  lak if  a person got some money or somepin like dat , dat ' s  got , yo ' 
know , plenty money - good money - rich people dat chew come in contact with . 
Well , j es ' lak yo ' walk up to ' em  an ' yo ' be talkin ' to ' em - yo ' well known to 
' em .  Well , say ,  yo ' speak to ' em or somepin like dat , say ,  "Well , how yo ' do ? "  
"Pret ty good , how yo ' ? " An '  b e  round dem settin ' down o r  somepin like dat . 
Well , yo ' take dis hook bone , dat bone dat got de hook , yo ' see . Well , yo ' take 
j es '  lak yo ' pat him on de shoulder or somepin like dat , or j es '  like some say ,  
"Yore clothes is soiled up on de back . " Yo ' take an ' brush ' em  down an ' yo ' see 
when yo ' brush ' em down - it ' s  a little bitta bone - take an ' hook it . See , dat 
bone will hook dere . Yo ' see . An ' don ' t chew take it  o f f  atall befo ' dey go 
' way . Dat fish s cale yo ' kin take off dat . As long as dat stay dere , well , dat 
person will commence likin ' yo ' an ' git favors outa doin ' dat . Now see , but it ' s  
workin ' doin ' by de graveyard . Dat ' s  de way - how dey kin - yo ' know whut ah ' m  
talkin ' about - about helpin ' deyself in dat manner . But dey workin ' in a grave-
yard - yo ' see , dey workin ' wit dis toady fzaog . . 

(Do you have to put those ' simmon switches down there on that grave first  -
before you do that frog that way ? )  

Sure . Yo ' have t o  d o  dat firs t befo ' yo ' d o  dis frog disaway . Dere two 
certain bones dat chew git out dis frog - one lak a hook an ' [ one] j es '  a 
straight bone . 

(What do yqu do with that fish-scale bone ? )  
Dat ' s  t o  take i t  o f f  dem . Yo ' kin take an ' take dat o f f  dem . Well , whenevah 

yo ' - if he should lose dis thing , yo ' know - j es ' lak , yo ' kin go to a man an ' 
he say so-an ' -so . He goin ' take a likin ' to yo ' prob ' ly an ' might like this 
heah . Yo ' go round sometime an ' he say ,  "Well , ah decided to give yo ' a j ob . "  
Yo ' say ,  "Whut doin ' ? "  Well , first one thing or ' nether - o ffice boy or somepin 
like dat . He kin take a likin ' to yo ' .  Don ' t  be afraid o f  him .  Dat ' s  somepin 
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like a confidence person . Yo ' see , dat frog an ' dat devilment gives yo ' mo ' 
knowledge , yo ' know , makes yo ' know better - somepin like a confidence man yo ' 
see . Yo ' s ay ,  "Yo ' know one thing , ah wants tub go in business . "  Well , dis 
rich man , dis rich fellah , he s ay ,  "Well , whut kinda b usiness yo ' want go in? "  
Yo ' s ay ,  "Ah want put up me some kinda medicine , b eer saloon , or somepin b ut ah 
haven ' t  got money enough . "  He s ay ,  "Well , yo ' a pretty good fellah - ah like yo ' 
pretty well - ah ' ll back yo ' up . "  S ay ,  "What will it take? " So , well , ah went 
down dis place - me - ah went an ' lo cated a place - cost  mayb e about foah or five 
hund rd dollahs - maybe a thousand dollahs . So , he s ay ,  "Well , who ' s  yo ' gittin ' 
de place from? " Somepin or , "Who ' s  de real estate [ agent ] ? " Somepin like dat . 
Yo ' explain yo ' self to him . "Well ,  dat ' s  all right - go ahead . "  An '  further
more , see - ever ' thing dat chew s ay - working agins t - ah wanta explain now . Yo ' 
an ' his spiri t bring [b e ]  together . Well , yo ' see , dat graveyard dirt - dat ' s  
workin ' ,  dat ' s  helpin ' dis bone . 

I f  yo ' wanta take it  off , yo ' take dis other bone dat yo ' git , but co ' se yo ' 
have to do a li ttle somepin to it . Yo ' take an ' carry it to de graveyard , s ti ck 
i t  right  up on top o f  de grave an ' speak dese words , s ay ,  '�ell , ah command yo ' 
to come back in yo ' own image [ ? ]  to take dis spell offa dis man . "  Yo ' see , let 
dat bone s t i ck dere three nights . Go back an ' take dis bone an ' whenever yo ' go 
back to dis fellah ' s  grave or somepin like dat , yo ' mus t lay yore han '  on dis man 
some way or ' nether an ' put dis bone on him dere . Let dis bone lay on him . Lay 
it dere on his back an ' let it  lay on him - let it  correspond wit de place yo ' 
put on - j is '  like yo ' put dis  hook b one on his shoulder , well yo ' take , when yo ' 
wanta take it  off , yo ' put dat other bone on de same shoulder . Well , dat ' ll take 
it back off him - take it right b ack off him j es '  de way it got on . 

[Here I was h aving troub le wi th the machine and momentarily had to stop .  
Although the recording of the following two paragraphs is very low , I believe i t  
t o  be complete and accurate . ]  

Dese day yo ' ain ' t gotta do nuthin tub nobody - yo ' know , if a person needs 
help , yo ' see , ' cause de good people doesn ' t  know . 

(Machine turned off - he talks about spiri tual persons - then I turn on 
machine . )  [This note was wri tten at the time of the interview . ] 

Yes , spiritual power would do dat . Jes ' like ah s ay ,  yo ' kin b e  - j es ' like 
ah hear some people talkin ' 'bout - a person can ' t  do nuthin tub me , yo ' know . 
Reason why ah s ay dat , dey done messed up a person with dat b Zaak-art work - whut 
ah s ay ,  ' cause de mos t of ' em don ' t know nuthin ' b out dat work . Dey s ay ,  "Well , 
ah can ' t , ah been to a roo t-worker an ' he can ' t  he ' p  me" - if he don ' t  need to 
give yo ' somepin tub drink or give yo ' somepin tub eat . Well , dat ' s  whut ah tell 
yo ' , dat continues to mess yo ' up an '  yo ' ain ' t even go tta put yore han ' s  on ' im ,  
bury no jomoos , yo ' see , ' cause when dey b ury jomoos dey mess  up . 

(What did you s ay about the spiri ts in the wind? ) [ This was something missed 
while the maChine was turned o ff . ] 

Ah s aid de spirits rides de wind - yo ' unders tand , j is '  git in de wind an ' 
ride de wind , yo ' see . Dey cooperates with one another , yo ' see . Dat ' s  de evil 
work - dat ' s  de devil ' s  work , yo ' see . Somepin like studyin ' - some�in like 
folks would study s cienti fi c [ s cience] . I t  somepin like s tudyin 1 fo s cientifi c ,  
y�' see . Well , yo ' s tudy scientifi c ,  come t o  correspond t o  in dat matter , but 
don ' t  speak direct like - direct about evil spirits - speakses in another way , 
yo ' see . [ S cience doesn ' t  speak "direct about evil spirits" but in " another 
way . " ]  

Well , yo ' take dat fellah ' s  shoe track . Yo ' take his shoe track , yo ' see -
yo ' ain ' t gotta give ' im  nuthin tub eat now , unders tand . Yo ' ain ' t  givin ' ' im 
no medi cine to take an ' yo ' ain ' t poisonin ' ' im - yo ' ain ' t  give ' im nuthin tub 
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poison his sys tem . Yo ' take dat dere fellah ' s  shoe t rack an ' yo ' ketch it at de 
heel . Well , unders tand yore life ' s  in yore heel , unders tand [ cylinder changed ] -
yore life is in de heel , yo ' see . Yo ' kin s tand mo ' in yore ches t  or yore thigh 
than yo ' kin in yore hee l ,  yo ' unders tand . Right in de  center o f  yore heel , � 
know dat certain secret spot in yore heel , yo ' kin kill a person easy , yo ' see , 
' cause dat ' s  where yore life - �' dat heel runs directly - yore veins through 
yore thighs an '  laig is somepin like spider web s yo ' know , j es ' crossin '  one 
another .  Jes ' like i f  yo ' take spider webs , yo ' kin git  misery off  a person by 
takin 1 a spider web , yo ' know . Jes ' like a spider has a web , yo ' take de web an '  
rub i t  ovah dat misery place an ' take an '  bury it where a tree - bury it where a 
tree bears nuts , an ' carry it  right in de groun ' , yo ' see , bury it right down 
dere . 

[ This is my only example anywhere o f  a spider web rubbed on afflicted spot 
kin gi t mise� off a person ; provided the used web is afterward buried under a 
nut tree . My nearest  belief to this would be : '�ou will be  protected agains t 
disease , i f  you place a spider in a nutshell and wear it about your neck" -
FACI , 1s t ed . , 4280 , p . 205 ; 2ed . , 4569 , p . 196 . Both beliefs are trans ference 
rites . ]  

But unders tand , yo ' take dat fellah ' s  shoe t rack , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' carry 
it - take an ' take devil ' s-shoes tring . Yo ' take an ' boil dat devil ' s-shoestring 
down until it git  low , real low , yo ' know . Yo ' take an ' take dat same devil ' s
shoestring - take de devil ' s-shoestring j uice an ' take nine shoe t rack - de dirt 
whut yo ' got from his shoe tracks - mash dis all up good , yo ' unders tand - yo ' 
see , s tir it up good . Yo ' take an ' put it  in a red fZannen rag . Yo ' take some 
sulphur an ' put some sulphur down . But unders tand , don ' t  put de sulphur on de 
rag - yo ' take an ' make yo ' a little sack wit de sulphur . Yo ' j es '  take an ' take 
a papah sack - j es '  take an ' s trokes dis sulphur in de little rag right round an' 
round . Take an '  put dat devil ' s-shoestring whut chew got - dat devil ' s-shoe
s tring j uice in his shoe track which dat ' s  de dirt from his shoe t rack - take it  
an ' dat fZannen rag , j es ' inside dat  sack - take an ' light dat sack all de  way 
round dere - j es '  light , yo ' know , an ' let it burn . Let it burn for awhile . 
Take yo ' a shoebox or anything round - j es ' lak a cup or something whut ' ll cover 
dat sulphur an '  put it down an ' let it sit  right down on de flo ' or down de 
ground . Well , yo ' see , dat covers b ack all dat matters up , yo ' know , an ' dat 
sulphur . Yo ' know whut ah 'm speakin ' about . It  goes all through dat dirt whut 
chew got from de shoe track - gits it ' solve [ dissolved]  good , yo ' see . 

Well , after yo ' do dat , yo ' takes his shoe track - yo ' take an ' bury it , yo ' 
see . ' Fore yo ' bury it , yo ' take a b lack hen egg - a b lack hen egg is powerful . 
Take a black hen egg yo ' see - yo ' take an ' bury i t . Put dis man ' s  name on de 
bottom o f  dis hen egg . Yo ' see , put his shoe track an ' dis devil-shoes tring 
j uice - take an ' put dat fZannen rag down in de hole firs t . Take an ' write dis 
man ' s  name on de little end of de egg , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' know de little end of  
de devil-shoes tring is de man an ' de big end is  de woman , yo ' see . Dat ' s  de root 
of  it , yo ' see . Take an ' write his name on de little end of  de egg , yo ' see , 
' cause it ' s  wound wit dat devil ' s-shoes tring . Yo ' take an ' put i t  right j oined 
to dat devil-shoestring , yo ' see , an ' let it hit dat flannen rag . Take an ' bury 
dat - see , yo ' t ake an ' bury i t  about s ix inches deep . Do dat on de sign o f  de 
moon , yo ' see . • Yo ' have to ketch dat on de sign of de moon , ' cause i f  yo ' don ' t  
ketch dat on de sign of de moon , yo ' see , it ' s  not goin ' to work . Ah be thinkin ' 
it won ' t  work atall , yo ' see , ' cause dat ' s  purtty hard work to do . Take an ' bury 
dat on de sign o f  de moon . 

(Which sign . ) 
Which sign . De second , de fo ' th ,  de s ixth , de eighth , de tenth o r  fo ' teenth . 
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So yo ' bury dat an '  yo ' let it s tay dere yo ' see an ' let de earth - de earth , yo ' 
see , it  doesn ' t  add anything to it - it ' sorbs [ absorb s ]  yo ' know , at [ that]  [ in ]  
time , yo ' see . Jes ' lak de tide rise an ' fall - de tide rise an '  g o  down - some
times de earth has mo ' ,  yo ' know , has mo ' tension - yo ' know whut ah ' m  speakin ' 
' bout - has mo ' pressure under dere - j es ' like it  goes - be ' s  s trong an ' goes 
down , yo ' see . But anyway yo ' see dat egg will s tay dere fo ' a certain length 
of time an '  hit will keep swellin ' , yo ' see , swellin ' .  I t  supposed to go tuh 
swellin ' .  See , i t  swell an '  swell .  An '  dis egg by dis earth has so much pres
sure down dere an ' swellin ' ,  dis egg - yo ' see , like yo ' plan anything . Yo ' know 
yo ' plan somepin an ' yo ' know it ' s  not goin ' , yo ' see . Yo ' know whut it takes to 
make it go . Well , it goin ' take dis egg de same way . Yo ' see , if a egg is not 
good , yo ' can ' t  make a egg good . I f  yo ' plant a seed , well , yo ' see hit ' ll grow 
' cause de soil is  rich an ' - well , yo ' see , it ' ll make dat seed grow . Well , dat 
egg ain ' t gonna sprout up like dat . Whut a egg ' ll do is jes ' swell an ' swell�' 
bus t .  Yo ' kin take an ' plant a butter bean - j is '  like yo ' take an ' plant a 
butter bean in dis - take a dry butter bean an ' plant it  in de ground - j es ' one 
dese real dry but ter beans . Plant i t  in de ground an ' let i t  s tay dere fo ' fo ' 
five days . When yo ' g o  back dere it  j es ' as marshy an ' soft  an '  swole up . See , 
it  swole up . Well , dat ' s  dat egg - dat egg will do j es ' de same .  Well , yo ' see 
dat but ter bean it swole up an ' bus t an ' a lit tle bitty sprout will come out , yo ' 
see , brand new . Well , dat egg i t  can ' t  sprout , yo ' know it can ' t  do that . But 
that egg will swell an ' dis man foot will s tart swellin ' , yo ' see . Well , when 
dis egg bus t - his foot ain ' t  gonna bus ' open - it s tart tuh crackin ' ,  an ' when 
it s tart to crackin ' ,  it take effect through his spine an ' all his veins . See , 
co 1 se it  goin ' taken effect all through his body den , yo ' see , comin ' up , yo ' 
see . An '  during de time yo ' ain ' t  gotta bo ther wit dis aig atall no mo ' ;  j es '  
let dat stay dere , yo ' see . Well , den dis egg bus ' - yo ' see dat takes effect 
on him an ' puts him in bad shape , yo ' see . 

I f  yo ' don ' t  want it  tub kill ' im , j es ' want it to run through him an '  put ' im  
in sech a bad shape yo ' see , yo ' take another hen egg dat is settin ' or anything , 
don ' t  yo ' see , an ' do de same identical thing yo ' done wit it  de firs t time . 
Take an ' care it to a pecan tree which bears nuts , an ' dat ' ll run i t  up his 
laigs - up an '  down - de sap goes up heah - goes  up where i t  will s tir around -
de sap go down . Well , dat ' s  fo ' de protection [ ? ]  of  dis other yo ' - dey both 
workin ' .  When yo ' do dat it  takes effect . He j es '  be as helpless as de day he 
born - j es ' like he be settin ' down , can ' t  nevah do nuthin , yo ' see . 

Well , if yo ' want ' im tub rise - come up an ' come down - yo ' bury i t  at de 
pe can tree when de s ap goes up an ' he git along all right - when de s ap goes down 
he ' ll come down , yo ' see - up an '  down . 

Yo ' kin take a mockin ' b ird egg an ' run a person crazy with it . Well , yo ' 
take dis egg yo ' see - take three mockin ' bird ' s  eggs , yo ' see , an ' take an ' 
crack de mockin ' bird ' s  egg an ' put it  in a dish . Co ' se yo ' kin g ive dis to a 
person to eat yo ' unders tand . Take an ' put it in a dish , j es ' a ord ' nary dish , 
yo ' see . Yo ' take j es ' a pinch of sulphur - not enough where yo ' kin tas te it 
very much - put two or three pin ches of sulphur on dere yo ' see , an ' j es '  let it  
stay dere for  nine days . Yo ' see , dat sulphur will eat  in dere , yo ' see . Well , 
eas in ' in dere - j es '  lak dat sulphur eatin ' in dat aig , yo ' know , like sulphur 
do . Well , yo ' eat it an ' it ' s  goin '  take effect on yore brain , yo ' see , ' cause 
de atmosphere [ fumes ] from dat sulphur li ' ble tuh come u� - it  always come up , 
yo 1 see , nevah go down - yo ' nevah know smoke tuh go down . Yo ' know , smoke is 
all de time comin ' up . Well , yo ' see dat sulphur works on de mind an ' dis an ' 
dat - jes ' lak smoke yo ' see . 

Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' could take an ' cook i t . Yo ' could cook dis in anything -
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j es '  let it set in anything - anything dat ' s  got a gravy to it or somepin like 
dat yo ' know . Jes ' lak yo ' go an ' take a egg an ' fry it wit some milk - put it 
in some kind of gravy or boil it in some beans or anything like dat . Yo ' take 
three of ' em ,  yo ' s ee , an ' put dem in a dish , a sauce r ,  an ' sprinkle dat s ulphur 
ovah it , yo ' see , an ' take an ' boil ' em in wit some beans or anything lak dat . 

An '  after yo ' do dat yo ' take - yo ' s ee , take j es ' like a lizard or s corpion , 
it don ' t  much matter . But anyway yo ' take any kinda snake dat his head is bigger 
den his body - he hatches in his haid , he hatches eggs in his haid - j es '  lak a 
'possum - a ' possum hatches in [his ] haid . Don ' t know whether yo ' know it or 
not - a buZ Z 'possum has intercourse wit another ' possum through his nose . [This 
could explain why come came out informant ' s  nos e  in No . 79 6 ,  p . 269 . ]  Well , de 
buZ Z 'possum has intercourse wit a she ' possum through his nose , cause he hatches 
his eggs wit his haid . Whenevah his eggs ready to hatch , dey comes down an ' pass 
through his tail . Take a snake , any kinda snake ' s  got his haid is bigger den his 
body , he do ' s  all his hatchin ' in his haid , yo ' see . All dem eggs first ' cumu
lates in his haid an '  come down an ' pas ses out , yo ' see . 

Well , yo ' take an ' git chew - well , any kinda snake dat ' s  got his haid bigger 
den his body . Yo ' take an ' take dat snake ' s  haid - take an ' cut off his haid -
take an ' put it  out in de sun an ' let it dry like powder - might take it  about 
nine days . Well , dat ' s  gonna git it good an ' dry . Take an ' put it on a s tove in 
a pan an '  parch it till it gits as brown an ' low - git it  j es '  as b rown an ' low 
as possib le , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' take a Heart 's Co logne [ vial ? ] an ' put it  in 
red flannel rag - an ' mash it [ snake head] up good , yo ' s ee . Well , after yo ' 
take dat yo ' take two or three pinches of  it  [snake dus t ]  an ' take dat an ' put 
it - befo ' yo ' fix des e  eggs - see , dat ' s  goin ' wit dese eggs , yo ' s ee . Yo ' take 
an ' do dis an ' have dis ready so whenevah yo ' git  de eggs yo ' j es '  do it all de 
same time . Take an ' put it in dis pot  of beans where yo ' got dese eggs an ' 
sulphur , yo ' see . 

An '  yo ' git dat person runnin ' j is '  as crazy - have ' em crazy - dey los e  
control of  deyselves , yo ' see , ' cause yo ' know , d e  mind controls d e  body . Yo ' 
s ee , dat ' s  de reason why when people go crazy dey have tub send ' em to a ' sylum 
' cause dey people ain ' t  got sense enough tub control dere mind . Dey li ' b le to 
run out heah an ' git under de railroad t rain an ' git  killed , yo ' see , ' cause yore 
mind is gone from yo ' an ' yo ' can ' t  control yo ' self - yo ' don ' t know whut chew 
doin ' , yo ' s ee . Well , dat thing - dat devilment takes yore senses away from yo ' 
an ' works on yore b rain - j es '  works on yore b rain , j es '  works on yore b rain . 
Yo ' see , a lotta people dey goes crazy down heah ' cause dey don ' t  nevah live tub 
come back .  

(What about putting lizards in people ? )  
An '  snakes in people - well , yo ' take a lizard - not a lizard - a s corpion -

' cause de lizard is another thing . Take a s corpion . Yo ' know dese s corpion -
dis heah scorpion yo ' know dat got dat b lue thing up under his haid - yo ' take 
an ' cut his head off an ' take an ' parch it - take an ' let his haid dry . Yo ' take 
an ' parch his head good , good an ' b rown , an ' take an ' beat i t  up real fine , yo ' 
see . Yo ' unders tand , dat s corpion he has in his haid , well , yo ' see , all de time 
dis s corpion got little bitty eggs - yo ' know , little bitty eggs be ' s  in de haid , 
but dey don ' t qe ready to hatch . Whenevah dey gits ready to hatch dey passes 
through , yo ' see . He isn ' t  like de ' possum whut has intercourse through by his 
nos e - has intercourse j es '  like any other creature , yo ' s ee . But anyway , when
evah dem egg hatches dey pas s es down through him . 

So yo ' take dat s corpion haid , yo ' see , an ' yo ' parch it  up real fine . Well , 
when yo ' mash it up , parch i t  up good , yo ' take an ' put i t  in a �annen rag . 
Jes ' take it an ' put it  in a jtannen rag an ' yo ' take it an ' . put i t  in a - de 
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person dat yo ' want dis to take effect on . Jes ' like yo ' take an ' s teal one o f  
dere shoe , somepin like dat - s teal one o f  dere shoes - yo ' go tta  g i t  one o f  dere 
shoes . Take an ' s teal it , yo ' see , an ' hide it out . Take an ' carry it an ' put 
it undah yo re house or anyhow hide it round yore place an ' let it s tay dere fo ' 
three days . An '  take it an '  go back an ' put i t  b ack under de s tove an ' let it  
parch a little mo ' - parch i t  about three mo ' t imes , yo ' see . Den yo ' take it 
out . If de person drinks whiskey , yo ' s ee , dis whiskey , yo ' know , will ' cumulate 
right back . Dat whiskey will hat ch ' cause  yo ' ain ' t  done nuthin . Yo ' parch dis 
an ' all dat but dat ain ' t done nuthin - yo ' ain ' t done nuthin yet , ' cause dat 
whiskey yo ' know bring dem egg an ' de germ goin ' ' cumulate i t  right back ,  yo ' 
see . Well , if  dey drink whiskey , yo ' take an ' put dat lizard haid - which yo ' 
has b rowned an ' parched up - put it  inside dat whiskey , yo ' see - j es '  put enough 
of it in dere whut he can ' t  tell it yo ' s ee . [ Cylinder changed . ]  Yo ' take an ' 
put dat in dat whiskey , yo ' see , an ' - well , whenevah he drinks dis whiskey , yo ' 
see - an '  he drinks all dis devilment - in from thirty to thirty-one days dey ' ll 
come tuh growin ' in him ,  yo ' see . Dem lit tle lizard eggs whut ah ' m  speakin ' 
'bout , dey ' ll come b ack tuh life , ' cause  de acid from dat whiskey - whut ah 'm 
speakin ' 'b out , ' cause  de acid so s trong - it ' cumulates right on ' em .  Well , yo ' 
see , yo ' kin kill de eggs to a certain extent , but de germs goin ' s tay up an ' 
circulate right on ' cause whenevah yo ' havin ' dis shoe - yo ' know , a person 
havin ' one thing another - well , j es ' ketchin ' a lo tta germs - de germ is circu
latin ' right on , yo ' see . Well , after yo ' put dis in dis whiskey ,  it ' ll ' cumu
late from thirty to thirty-one days an '  dem eggs will hatch right b ack out agin .  
Well , whenevah dey hat ch dey ' ll be  ins ide dis person , yo ' see , an ' j es '  continue , 
cont inue dis whiskey , yo ' see . 

Well , after yo ' do dat an ' yo ' wants to take dese  lizards b ack out dis person 
or cure dis person from bein '  in a sufferin ' condition . Yo ' take an ' yo '  ketch 
it whenevah de moon is full . Yo ' take an ' yo ' have dis woman - yo ' see , if  it ' s  
a woman - if it ' s  a woman , yo ' take an ' have de woman tuh git  some o f  her month
lies , yo ' see - yo ' unders tand , some o f  her monthlies . Take an ' take some o f  
her monthlies whenevah she ' s  flowing , ' cause  dis go in ' tuh cause her t o  flow 
her periods goin ' come on her mo ' s tronger den evah , yo ' s ee , ' cause damage i� 
doin ' to her body , yo ' s ee . It can ' t  check up an ' cut off like a gun , ' cause 
it ' s  a enemy creature dat ' s  in her dat keepin ' all her veins open . Yo ' see dey 
can ' t  correspond together like dey should ' cause dem little movin ' creatures in 
dere keepin ' everything s tirred up . But dey don ' t  j es ' - yo ' don ' t  want it  to 
work in a way dat it j es '  cut chew all tuh p ieces an ' kill yo ' right now . [ I t ] 
� [be ]  tantalizin '  to yo ' ' cause  de devil is working dis heah , in dere , yo ' 
see - de devil j es ' tantalize yo ' to death , yo ' see tuh death . I t ' s  not a quick 
death - dat ' s  whut yo ' call a s low death , yo ' see j es ' a s low death . De devil 
controls de lizard [ s corp ion ] . [Slow death and qui ck death are technical terms . ]  

Well , yo ' has dis woman git some o f  her monthlies , yo ' see . Let i t  be  j es '  
like it ' s  like water , yo ' don ' t  want it hard as coal . Take an ' put some o f  it in 
a b o t tle an ' yo ' take dat bottle an ' take an ' put a cork s topper in dis bottle , 
yo ' unders tand . Well , yo ' take dat bottle an ' yo ' take yo ' some , j es ' as well 
s ay - j es '  like yo ' take potash . Well , when yo ' take potash - j es '  ordinary Red 
Devi l Lye - yo '  take an ' put one p inch of  it  ins ide dis potash , yo ' see . Yo ' 
ta�e it down to de rivah an ' yo ' throw dat potash an ' dis woman monthly ovah in 
de watah an ' yo ' let dat go ahead on . 

Well , yo ' have her to fix up another one . Well , when she fix up dat second 
one yo ' take an ' carry it . Now , yo '  workin ' wit evil spirits . Wit evil spirits 
yo ' kin do de s ame ,  but when yo ' workin ' wit evil spirits - when she fix yo ' up 
dat second one - don ' t  chew put potash in i t . Yo ' j es ' goin ' put potash in de 
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firs t one . Jes ' go ahead on - j es ' go ahead on ' bout chure business ,  yo ' forgit 
dat . Yo ' take dat second bottle dat she put her monthlies in an' yo ' take an ' 
carry it in de woods an ' draw yo ' a circle . Yo ' put chure candles around dere , 
yo ' s ee . Take an ' put dem candles around dere , yo ' s ee . Yo ' mus t put dem seven 
candles around dere , ' cause s ee dis heah ' s  a hard propos ition . Dis is purtty 
hard , yo ' see . Well , yo ' take dese s even candles to dis heah place an ' yo ' ket ch 
de moon when it ' s  in de full . Yo ' take dis bottle dat ' s  got her monthlies in it  
an ' yo ' take an ' git chew a litt le slip of  paper j es '  about dat long . Yo ' take 
an '  put chew a red flannen rag at de top o f  de neck [ o f the b o t tle]  an ' a b lack 
piece of  cloth at de bottom - yo ' s ee , a b lack piece o f  cloth at de bottom ,  yo ' 
see , an ' take an ' put a red piece ovah heah an ' a b lack piece ovah heah . Have i t  
t o  a box - dere foah cornahs t o  i t , yo ' see . Have a little s lip of  red flannen 
j es '  about a litt le somepin like a s tring heah at de top an ' take an ' s tick i t  on 
dere wit some glue , glue it on - have it square , sort of a square to it , yo ' see . 
Yo ' take an ' pu t chure right  foot on it . Yo ' lay dat bottle down in de middle o f  
dat circle which yo ' draw wit dem candle dere . Yo ' git chew a rag to put on dere 
an ' turn yore face to de wes t , yo ' see . 

Well , yo ' speak dese magic words - ies ' lak yo ' call up 0 .  L .  Young , say ,  "0 . 
L .  Young, L .  L .  Young , ah command yo ' to come to me at once an ' do mah will . "  
Yo ' say ,  "Ah cunjure thee by de spiri ts of dB bJateP dat chew do mah will , an ' ah 
axe yo ' to remove dis spell o ffa dis woman by de power of yo ' . " Yo ' say ,  when
evah yo ' git talkin ' to 0 .  L.  Young , yo ' command him like dis - yo ' say ,  "Well , 
now , ah ' m  through wit chew fo ' de time being . When ah need yo ' agin ah ' ll call 
yo ' up agin . "  But don ' t nevah tell him dat chew done wit ' im ,  ' cause i f  yo ' do 
tell him yo ' done wit him ,  he ' ll j es ' quit workin ' fo ' yo ' .  Co ' se yo ' couldn ' t  
do nuthin , not through dat way . Yo ' might put down a jomoo , yo ' see . Well , dat 
one way o f  beatin '· ' em - put down a jomoo fo ' people . 

Well , after yo ' do dat yo 1 take dat same bottle dat chew git from her . Yo ' 
b ring it righ t  b ack to de hous e an ' yo ' t akes some sulphur an ' some green cof fee , 
green cof fee . Take an ' parch dat cof fee on de s tove . Yo ' take an ' parch dat 
coffee on de s tove an ' yo ' boil it  fo ' three nights at  two minutes after twelve , 
an ' durin ' de time yo ' boilin ' dis coffee every nigh t at three minutes after 
twelve , yo ' take yore bottle an ' while de cof fee is boilin ' - yo ' take dis bottle 
an ' read dese words , s ay ,  "How long wilt thou forget me , 0 .  L .  , how long will 
thou hide thy face from me . How long will ah have pains in mah soul an ' sorrow 
in mah heart daily .  How long will mah enemies be rej oicin ' ovah mah downfall . 
How long will ah have to suffer in de hous e of  sorrow . An '  ah axe yo ' to ligh ten 
dis woman ' s  life , less  she s leep de s leep of death . Ah ask yo ' to remove her 
pains an ' her misery from her . "  Well , yo ' press dis cork in dis b o t t le . Every 
night , yo ' see , has it  boilin ' - dis bottle wit a cork - an ' yo ' have dis sulphur 
in dere an ' let it boil . Yo ' take dat an '  axe ' im to remove dose miseries whut 
she go t .  

Yo ' give it  to her . Well , de third morning after yo ' do dat [ cylinder 
changed]  - after cookin ' dis b o t t le fo ' de third night , yo ' s ee , after twelve , 
well de next night which is de fo ' th night , yo ' take an ' give her two ounces of  
it . Yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  poison to dis creature dat ' s  inside o f  her . I t turns 
everything in yo ' green . Well , he can ' t s tand dat . Dat sulphur an ' dat dere 
co ffee dat wi� run him out of  dere . Before yo ' give her dis cof fee , yo ' have 
her to put her head ovah a pan o f  watah . Hold de head down ovah a pan of water . 
Yo ' see , yo ' take an ' put chure left hand on it , which yo ' have a seal in yore 
left han ' , ' cause yo ' goin ' tuh deal wit evil spirits . Yo ' got a seal on yore 
han ' • Yo ' puts a seal in dere j es ' lak dis heah , heah . Well , dere ' s common 
nail in dere - dere ' s  ordinary comman nail in dere , [ and] yore seal , when dat ' s  
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done . Well , dey do j es '  lak yore han ' dere , yo ' see . Well , de seal ' ll come 
right through dere , ordinary seal.  Yo ' kin see it  good as anybody else . Yo ' 
see , when yo ' go to deal with evil spirits , devilment , well , yo ' have her put 
her head ovah dis tub of water an ' yo ' put chure han ' right on her head . See , 
yo ' put one han ' ovah her head an ' yo ' 'nounce dese  words like befo ' j is ' lak 
dis , say ,  "Ah give my promise dat yo ' shall be  delivered , yo ' SHALL be delivered 
out of yore pains , out of  bondage . "  See , dat ' s  whut yo ' speak to her , yo ' see . 
An '  after yo ' do that , well , let her wash her stomach - yo ' know , her s tomach 
where dis mis ' ry an ' all dat . Wash her stomach in dat watah yo ' see . Jes ' take 
an ' wash it right around where dat mis ' ry place is at wit dis water ,  yo ' see . 
Well , after she do dat , take dat watah dat she wash her s tomach in an '  s top it  
up in a b ottle . Stop it  in a bottle an ' j es '  hold it right dere an ' take a drink 
of dis medicine - dis bitter coffee an ' sulphur . Use prob ' ly about half a glass
ful . As soon as it hit inside dat ' ll turn it , turn everything inside of her 
green as grass . She ' ll vomit up - vomit up - an ' dat s corpion - dere prob ' ly be 
two or three in dere - j es ' try to stay dere - p robab ly be one , yo ' see - dey try 
to stay dere till de las t minute . Things comin ' in dere he can ' t  stand . Long as 
she ' s  eatin ' an ' all lak dat , everything is  gittin ' ' long fine . An '  this come in 
contact with him ,  yo ' see , he can ' t  stand dat ' cause dat sulphur . Dat ' s  nuthin 
to devi l woPk nohow ' cause dere a lotta things yo ' do with sulphur . Yo ' kin move 
a person wit sulphur an '  all lak dat , yo ' see - make a person move . Jes ' lak yo ' 
in business - co ' se ah 'm  comin ' back to dis s corpion , ah wanta tell yo ' dis 
right chere . 

Jes ' lak yo ' in business ,  yo ' kin take sulphur an ' s teal a pair of dat man ' s  
shoes , o r  two pair o f  his shoes , an ' take an ' put sulphur down in de bottom of  
his  shoes an ' burn dem in de  ashes . An ' dat night befo ' twelve a ' clock - ' cause 
yo ' fightin ' a man , yo ' see , befo ' de sun s tart risin ' ; ' cause yo ' see , j es ' lak 
people s ay after twelve a ' clock it ' s  a new day ,  yo ' see , well , yo ' see de sun 
rising agin - we ll , yo ' do dat befo ' twelve . Take dat sulphur an ' put i t  in dat 
man ' s  shoes , which yo ' have s tole , an ' let dat man ' s  two shoes burn in ashes . 
Put some [ ashes ] in each one of  his shoe . Take an ' put a devil ' s-shoes tring in 
each one of  his shoe an ' let it burn in de ashes , yo ' see . An '  take dat in yore 
hand after it burn up an ' take an ' throw dis in his place of business . Yo ' see , 
j es '  take an ' throw it j es '  like this heah . Jes ' t ake a big wad of  it an ' throw 
it  at his place of bus iness an ' let it s catter , yo ' see . But whenever it s catter 
yo ' want chew to pay good attention . I t ' s  a b lue streak . I t ' s  goin ' t o  b e  burn
ing in de ashes , yo ' don ' t  find it atall . Take an ' throw it  like dat , dat b lue 
streak goin ' come full , yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  de evil work . Ah might as well 
say - j es '  lak ah say ,  after she drinks dis , yo ' see , dat poison in her system .  
Yo ' see , it  poison dis mis ' ry .  Yo ' see , h e  can ' t  s t ay in de re an ' dat thing will 
come right back up out of her mouth an ' she ' ll vomit up all kinda o le green 
things . Dat food dat she et  it ' ll turn it .  green , poison her sys tem see , but i t  
[his medicine ] ain ' t  goin ' poison her - it will cure her , don ' t  do her damage . 
I t  poison dis living enemy creature dat ' s  in her , yo ' see - poison i t , bring i t  
right b ack up ,  yo ' see . 

Well , after yo ' do dat to kill dis , to git her s traighten out - after she do 
dis heah , drink dis coffee , yo ' see , yo ' go to de drug s to ' an ' g i t  chew a No . 1 
pound can of  dese  dry brewer ' s  ' eas t dat look j es '  like brown coffee , anything -
yo ' know dis dry brewer ' s  ' eas t ,  it  cos t  40¢ a can . 

( I s  that the s tuff you make bread with - that raises the bread up? )  
Dat ' s  right , dat ' s  a food to yore s tomach , ' cause yo ' see dat thing is done 

et all de linin ' out chure ent rails . A MAN I S GOT A GROWTH BUT NOT LIKE A WOMAN . 
A woman have a growth j es ' like she have a growth wit children , but a man is got 
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a growth . His growth is jes ' his inside is go t so  much inflation to it . Yo ' 
know , it ' s  like one dos e  pieces when it ' s  gotta  lot o f  suction to  it , yo ' see . 
Jes ' like whenevah he  have action , yo ' see , well if  dere ' s  nuthin wrong wit his 
entrail , his ent rails perfectly okay , well , he have a action in peace . Well , if 
something is wrong wit his entrails , he is purtty bad an ' den he come on to be 
constipated . Well he ' s  in bad shape . Yo ' s ee .  Whut ah 'm  speaking about , if  
he ' s  go t  enough food , if his entrails haven ' t  got enough food to it  - well , any
way , yo ' git this b rewer ' s  ' eas t .  Yo ' take fo ' can . Well , in de mornin ' yo ' 
take an ' put three teaspoonful in a glass , yo ' take one teaspoonful of  salt , an ' 
take an ' mix dat up , yo ' see , an ' drink dat every mornin ' .  Yo ' see dat b rewers ' 
' eas t - dat ' s  a food to yore s tomach . Well , dat thing be done mashed up an ' yo ' 
be  j es '  as fat as ah don ' t  know whut off  dat ' eas t .  

Well , yo ' know when dis lizard insid e de s tomach , it  cuts yore natuPe off . 
One point it  don ' t do yo ' no harm in yore natUPe , don ' t  turn into mis ' ry yo ' s ee .  
[But the lizard ] yore s tomach all de time hurt , an '  yo ' kin even now b e  feelin ' 
de thing crawlin ' in yo ' . Sometime it  be  round in yore ins ide an' sometimes 
aroutid in yore ches t .  Yo ' j es '  kin feel i t  - i t  a worriation to yo ' . Yo ' don ' t 
have no natUPe to have a man [we are s till working on the woman ] - yore natUPe 's 
dead - yo ' j es '  minis tration all de time , yo ' see , ' cause , yo ' see , whenevah her 
womb ' s  opened up , yo ' see , an ' she passes one of  her monthlies or somethin ' 
other , [her]  womb is open an ' she goes to minis tration . Well , yo ' see dis 
creature is a livin ' creature an ' he done s tirred up everything . [ Cylinder 
changed . ]  

See , A PERSON ' S  BODY I S  SELF-ACTION . Yo ' see , whut ah mean by s elf-action , 
everything it  do ' s  it do ' s  its ownself . We ain ' t  go tta do anything - yo '  know , 
whut ah 1 m  talkin ' ' bout - he ' p  yo ' self to do it . Jes ' like yo ' g oin ' have a 
action - yo ' have a action an ' if  it ' s  enough , well it  shet off an ' yo ' done , yo ' 
see . An '  when yo ' take a leak , well , whenevah yo ' git through leakin ' it ' s  done . 
Well,  yore body ' s  self-action , yo ' s ee .  But when yo ' go t s ome - a livin ' enemy 
creature in yo ' , well , yo ' see it  s tops all of dat . Jes ' lak yo ' wants to have 
a action . Well , yo ' take an ' yo ' goes out to de lavatory an ' yo ' have a action . 
Well when yo ' git through - when yo ' think yo ' through - yo ' put on yore clothes , 
fix yo ' clothes on yo ' ,  an ' yo ' wants to have another one . See , dat ' s  a enemy to 
yo ' ,  dat living creature , an ' dat ' s  got yo ' all stirred up - s ee , [ yo ' ]  j es '  
[ feel ] lak yo ' wanta have a action all a time . 

Well , when her monthlies comes round on her , dis livin ' creature is done go t 
things so  stirred up yo ' know , well , it cain ' t shet i ts elf o f f  like it should , 
yo 1 see . I t  jes ' stays open , yo ' see , dat lizard creature got her all upst irred 
an ' mean an '  cros s an ' her womb is open up an '  j es '  s tays dataway , an ' she j es '  
flows until she j es '  gits  down to where she jes ' as po ' as a snake , losin ' b lood . 

[ THE MEDICAL DOCTOR , DOCTOR OF MEDICINE , I S  NOW SEVERELY CRITICIZED . ]  
Well , de doctor come dere - j es ' like a medical dbctoP come dere . Now whut 

has he got ta do fo ' dat ? He don ' t  know nuthin tuh do fo ' it . He gonna give her 
medicine . That ain ' t gonna do a thing ,  ain ' t wo rth a darn . Jes ' like ah s ay ,  
i f  yo ' don ' t  know whut to s tart at , know whut yo ' doin ' , yo ' might j es ' as well 
not do a thing . 

Well , de d�tor come dere . Well , ah tell yo ' whut a docto r ,  medical doctoP ,  
h e  say ,  "Well" - he ' ll examine an ' he give her some medicine . Well , h e  gonna 
ship her offa him ,  yo ' know , ' cause he figure de cas e too hard . He tell her , 
"Well , yo ' go tta be operated ' cause  a abs cess es on yore womb done bus ted an ' this 
causing to  be  passin '  b lood all de time . "  Well , see , he  got de wrong idea . He 
take her ovah to de hospital an ' operate on her . Well , when he operate on her he 
don ' t  see nuthin yet . He don ' t  see a thing there , operating down dere on de 
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womb , an ' p rob ' ly t ake a x-ray o f  her , yo ' see . An ' it ' s  a known fact when dem 
dere creatures j es '  like dem scorpions in yo ' , a oPdinaPy doatoP - unders tand , a 
oPdinary doatoP - a Poot-WoPkeP kin see it - a oPdinary doatoP kin t ake a x-ray 
an ' he can ' t see nuthin to save his life . Yo ' kin take a x-ray of it an '  yo ' 
couldn ' t  see it to save yore life . An ' another thing , he kin take an ' operate on 
yo ' an ' he couldn ' t find nuthin to save his life - a oPdinary doatoP. Only a 
Poot-WoPkeP - he could see dem j e s t  a s  good as lookin ' on de ground . But under
s tand how he kin see it - he kin see it by an through a crys tal , yo ' see . Dat de 
way de Poot-WoPkePs is kina got de grip on de work , yo ' see . Well , yo ' see he 
know whut to do wit it ' cause he ' s  a man of experience . He come dere an ' give 
dis woman all kinda diff ' rent medicine . Well , dat medicine ain ' t  doin ' a thing 
but j es ' goin ' down an ' j es '  poisonin ' her sys tem - j es ' carryin ' it right on 
down , right on down , right on down . Well , he ain ' t  thinkin ' ' b out gi ttin ' de 
life of a person ,  git tin '  DE PULL O F  A PERSON ' S  BODY - he ain ' thinkin ' ' b out 
gittin '  dat . But he give her some medicine . 

Well , yo ' s ee , yo ' t ake dat salt , j es '  t ake dat sulphur - salt , yo ' kin do 
diff ' rent things wit salt , yo ' s ee . Yo ' kin take s alt an '  lay it  down in dat 
fireplace [ in the room where we were ] an '  in three days time yo ' go b ack dere an '  
look down an ' dere ' s  water down dere . Dat s alt is gone an '  let - j es '  as well 
say ,  nuthin but water dere . It stay dere a certain length of  time , it go away 
to plumb water . Dat ' s  de reason why ah s ay yo ' have to t ake dis salt . See , yo ' 
take dis salt in dere an ' dis ' eas t wo rk together . Dat build yo ' b ack up an ' yo ' 
git j es ' as fat an ' healthy an ' all .  Well , it ' s  a known fact yo ' couldn ' t  build 
dem b ack up if yo ' didn ' t  git dem - yo ' know , git de mis ' ry out of dem . 

Well , de doctor he come dere , well , de firs t thing he gotta gi t  at - dat ' s  de 
reason why ah say ,  it all is known - he got ta git dem lizard outa her , yo ' s ee . 
I f  he  don ' t git dem lizard outa her ,  all de medicine he give ain ' t  goin '  any 
good . 

Yo ' kin git holt of  some of a person action , yo ' s ee . Yo ' t ake yo ' a auger , 
a auger whut chew bo ' a hole wit .  Yo ' go to a pine tree , lit t le small pine tree 
j es '  about as big as dat . Yo ' take an ' bo ' dat hole clean through de tree . Yo ' 
take an '  put dis person action ab out in de center of dis tree ; yo ' kin put it in 
a piece o f  paper . Take yo ' a cork stopper , take a cork s topper an ' drive it in 
dis side of de tree from de eas t side of de t ree , an '  t ake yo ' a wooden stopper 
an ' drive it  in from de wes t  side o f  de tree , yo ' see , an '  drive dat in dere fo ' 
nine mornin ' s  - fo ' nine nights when de sun go down . Don ' t  pull out de co rk 
s topper - yo ' j es ' done placed dat one time - yo ' let dat go . But yo ' see yo ' 
s till wo rkin ' on it . See ovah yonder on de wes t  side , s ee on de s undown ,  de sun 
goin ' down - b ringin ' dis person down right on . Lock ' em j es '  as tigh t  a s  dis 
hat b and .  [He points at my old b lack hat containing concealed microphone - see 
author ' s  b lack hat in INTRODUCTION . ]  He couldn ' t - yo ' s ee , he got caught both 
ways . Well , dat s toppe r ,  dat ' s  yore mouth ; an ' yo ' see dat wood s topper , dat 
come out disaway [ anus ] . I t  can ' t  come out nary [ either]  way - can ' t even vomit ,  
nuthin . Dat stopper keep yo ' from vomitin ' out chure mouth an '  dis [ s topper ] 
keep it from comin ' out de other way . Dat locked yo ' up . Yore bowels is li ' b le 
to swell up an '  b us t , yo ' see , throws yo ' in a b ad condition - lock ' em j es '  as 
tiaht as dis hat band . 

[.Many persons mention my old b lack hat leaning ag ains t Telediphone on the 
tab le b etween us , but to be twice-mentioned within a few lines is unusual . ]  

Well , j es ' lak if  yo ' wanta mess  up a person down heah where dey can ' t  have 
no interco ' se wit nobody ' tall - j es '  s top ' em up so dey can ' t  have no interco ' se 
wit a woman , want to go wit a woman an '  can ' t have no nature .  

Jes ' lak i f  yo ' t ake a leak on de ground . Yo ' know it ' s  quite natchurl a 
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woman will make water on de ground . Well , yo ' s ee , whenevah she makin ' watah , 
she make a little hole down dere or a man make water an ' do de same thing . Yo ' 
reach down in dat hole , in de center of  de hole , whenevah she git through makin ' 
water ,  reach down an ' git  i t  an ' take it  an '  take an ' put dat in a tree , an ' take 
yo ' two s toppers , too , yo ' see . Drive a cork s topper in ahead o f  it , but yo ' 
take dat cork s topper an '  put dragon ' s  b lood on it  an' drive (hits hand) [ comment 
by transcriber] it  in dere firs t an ' drive de wood s topper behind it [hits  hand -
comment by H . M . H .  checking cylinder] an ' drive that every evening for three eve
nin ' s  when de sun go down . I t  will cause dem to have mis ' ry an ' to have pains 
from de b ack clean through right round heah to de front [ the privates ] .  
[Cylinder changed . ]  

Well , yo ' see , yo ' ain ' t  go tta put de hole clean through de tree dis time like 
yo ' done fo ' de bowels , yo ' s ee . Yo ' take yo ' auger an ' bo ' a hole about s ix 
inches deep in de tree from de wes t s ide . Yo ' don ' t  want it through on both 
sides . Take yore cork s topper an ' put some dragon ' s  b lood on it . Yo ' see , put 
dat in firs t . Yo ' drive yo re peg . 

[Kno cking on the doo r .  I s ay ,  "Yes . "  Door opens and closes . Edward prob ab l.Y 
looking in to see what was going on . He had not heard my voice for some time . 
See interview methods in INTRODUCTION . ] 

Yo ' takes dis dirt where yo ' got out de little hole bus iness - de woman made 
water or dis man made water . Yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' kin j es ' take an '  wrap dat 
up in a ordinary rag or anything like dat . Yo ' can ' t  use paper . Jes ' take a 
rag , yo ' s ee , any kind rag - i t  ain ' t  gotta be fZannen . Yo ' drive it into dat 
tree , yo ' see . Well , dat dragon ' s  b lood do ' s  de wo rk , yo ' s ee . Ah mean , after 
yo ' put dat in dat hole whut yo ' got  bo ' d  wit de auger , yo ' take dat cork s topper 
an ' puts dat dragon ' s  b lood in dere - yo ' see , dat dragon b lood doin ' dis - an ' 
take an ' push dat in dere next to this , whut chew put in de firs t time . Den yo ' 
take dat other woo d  s topper an '  drive it in dere but chew drive it fo ' three 
evenings at sundown , yo ' see , an ' dat will cause dem to suffer down heah where 
dey can ' t  keep dere nature ; cut dere natuPe off  from dem completely an ' keep dem 
sufferin ' pain down heah all de time - right down here in de private , right clean 
through de back , all de way through , j es '  de same as someone taken ' an ' s tickin ' 
yo ' wit a knife or somepin like dat yo ' s ee .  

(Those two corks represent the hole in the front and the hole in the b ack? ) 
Shore . Well , yo ' s ee dat keeps dem in a sufferin ' condi tion . All right , now 

yo ' see , yo ' ll have medicine . But dey ain ' t no medicine gonna cure dat , yo ' 
s ee - ain ' t no medicine cure dat . 

(You can ' t  cure that unless  you get that s tuff out of  the tree . That the 
idea? ) 

Well , yo ' kin cure it , yo ' s ee . Now , lak - well dat de reason why ah say yo ' 
kin have de advantage o f  a person . Well , now , JES ' LAK DI S BE DONE TO YO ' ,  DAT 
KINDA WORK BE DONE TO YO ' IN NEW YORK . WELL , YO ' GO DOWN HEAH PROB ' LY TO A ROOT
WORKER IN FLORIDA an ' he tell yo ' ,  s ay ,  "Well , dey got some of yo re - wherevah 
yo ' made watah . Well , dey taken some watah an ' got i t  driv up in a tree , yo ' 
s ee . Well , dey got dragon ' s  b loo d on it  an ' a cork s topper on i t . "  

Well , i f  he knows his bus iness , he kin b ring yo ' out o f  yore mis ' ry .  Yo ' see , 
dere ' s  a lotta  things . Yo ' take a man wit s econd s ight - yo ' know whut is second 
sight?  He ki� s ee a lot t a  things . Whut ah ' m  speakin ' about , where dey doin ' 
about crys tal or doin ' about spi rchully work . Co ' se dere a lot o f  ' em yo ' know 
don ' t use crys tal . I t  j es ' comes to ' em .  Dey ket ches it at nightt ime .  Like dey 
lay down , like ah s aid wit lights an '  shet dey eyes , j es ' lak it ' s  a dream , yo ' 
see . I f  yo '  kin deal wit dis kinda wo rk , yo ' kin lay right down an' shet yore 
eyes an ' look at things jes ' as plain as looking in de daytime - lak yo ' dreamin ' 
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about it . 
Take now , before yo ' go to s leep yo ' dream yo ' went to New York . Yo ' dreamin ' 

now , lookin ' natchurl to yo ' through yore dream . Well , when yo ' doin ' dis kinda 
work , j es '  she t yore eyes an '  relax an ' j e s '  de s ame as yo ' dream dere - j es '  
lookin ' at whut ' s  whut , whut ' s  goin ' on , whut ' s  happenin ' to yo ' ,  an ' j es '  whut 
doin ' yo ' busine s s , yo ' see . Well , yo ' see , dis fe llah s ay ,  '�ell , dey g o t  some 
o f  yore water drove up in a tree . Dey got dragon ' s  b lood on i t . "  See . 

We ll , if he can ' t  - if he don ' t know his s tuff , yo ' see - "Ah couldn ' t  help 
yo ' now , no t les s en yo ' g o  and git dat outa dat tree . "  We ll , p rob ' b ly dis fellah 
don ' t know yo ' go t it , don ' t know where i t ' s  at , yo ' see . Well , now , dis root
bJOl'kel' he can ' t do nuthin fo ' yo ' - tell yo ' go g i t  it an ' dry it out . Well , 
dat ' s  to advantage o f  him . Well , i f  he know dat , if he know his bus ines s ,  why 
he kin s top dat . 

But he s ay ,  '�e ll , ah don ' t  know who done it o r  ah don ' t know where it ' s  druv 
up at o r  nuthin o f  de kind . "  Dis man don ' t  know his busines s .  '�ell , "  [ i f ]  he 
say ,  "ah tell yo ' whut ah do , ah '  ll s top it - ah '  ll s top all dat mes s in ' . "  Well , 
he won ' t  do a thing [but ] - he s ay ,  "Ah tell yo ' whut chew do , take an '  make . "  
An '  ano ther thing , during de meantime , every time yo ' make watah it cramps yo ' to 
death down dere ; j es '  cramps yo ' so bad yo ' don ' t  know whut to do , cause de spell 
is put on yo ' through an ' by yore water , an ' every time yo ' make watah yo ' 
' b liged to feel i t  mo re wo rser den evah . So , he tells yo ' ,  s ay ,  "Yo ' make watah 
an ' put it in a bottle an ' b ring it to me . "  

We ll , whenevah he makes watah an ' put ' s  i t  in dis b o t t le , yo ' s ee , we ll , i f  
h e  wo rkin ' wi t evil spiri ts , a l l  through d e  s e cre t spirits o f  de candles , well 
dem evil spiri t s  will move dat mis ' ry from him - wi ll move it from him an ' take 
it an ' put it right back on de s ame one dat done dis evil work . Cause yo ' see , 
de spiri ts - ah ' m  te llin ' yo ' dem evil spirits dey ' l l do evil wo rk fo ' yo ' [ b u t ]  
if yo ' ain ' t  mighty sharp , if yo ' don ' t  know how to pro tect yo ' self , dey ' ll put 
it on yo ' - anybody , dey don ' t care who i t  is . But a good spiri t  his don ' t do 
nuthin but j es '  he ' p  a person . Dey ' ll help yo ' but dey can ' t  do nuthin dat ' s  
dirty , j es '  do everything dat ' s  good , yo ' know . Jes ' lak people take an ' prays 
fo ' yo '  - yo ' know , take de Bib le an ' heal yo ' like dat , we ll , dey c an ' t do any 
kinda dir ty work . Dey works in good , de good spiri t , yo ' see . 

Yo ' take de evil spiri t , well he ' ll he ' p  yo ' by - take de mis ' ry o f fen dat man 
outen dere , an ' yo ' his ' n  - j es '  as we ll s ay his mas ter . Yo ' know , yo ' mas ter 
dem . Yo ' know whut ah ' m  speakin ' about - he ' s  supp o s ed to command yo ' - he doin ' 
de wo rk fo ' yo ' .  We ll , yo ' s ee , he don ' t  care a b i t  ab out yo ' . Dat ' s  de devil
ment . De devil don ' t care a bit mo ' ab out chew . Yo ' kin do some thing b ad o r  
wrong o r  d o  s omething evi l .  We ll , d e  devil , yo ' know , h e  turn round an ' j ump on 
yo ' j es ' as well as on de othah man , yo ' see . Well , yo ' gotta h ave s ense enough 
to prote ct yo 1 self an ' de o thah man , too . 

(What do you mean by se� t  aandZes ? What you s aid before ?  You buy those ? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' kin buy dos e . Yo ' t ake an '  orders dem from Keys t one , yo ' see -

t ake an ' o rder ' em fo ' yo ' .  Dey Keys tone - s ee , dat ' s  j es '  de ' ni tial of dey 
name . Keys tone , yo ' see . 

( In New York? ) 
.No , in Wis conshon . 

( In Racine , Wis consin ? )  
No , Milwaukee ,  Wis conshon . 
[ Fo r  a Keystone company , see p . l0 7 5 , line 4 lf . ]  
We ll , he takes dat watah in dat b o t t le . Well , he take an ' go out in de woods 

an '  draw him a circle , yo ' see . Wherevah he draws him a circle , he takes dat 
b o t tle of watah an '  s e t s  it down . Yo ' know , bury it wit dis cork stopper up . 
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Take an ' sets it down an ' draws a circle around dere . He take an ' he draws two 
circles ' cause it be ' s ,  yo ' know , like dat yo ' see , ' cause de candle go tta be 
right in between dese two heah . He sets dem seven candles around dere , yo ' see . 
He take an ' light dem candles an ' leave dis circle heah an ' go off . He go , ah 
would s ay ,  j es '  about 50  feet from dere an ' draw a small circle an '  git in it . 
Well , he turn his face to de sun . [ Cylinder changed . ]  

(He makes ano ther circle and puts that bottle of  urine in there , goes off 50 
feet and makes ano ther circle . )  

Makes ano ther circle but he goin ' toward de sun , yo ' s ee ,  j es '  lak yo ' draw a 
circle heah an ' light dose candles an ' put de bottle o f  water , set  i t  in de mid
dle of it . Well , yo ' s ee , yo ' goes dis away yo ' s ee - dat ' s  de way de sun rises . 
Yo ' always go disaway ' cause yo ' see yo ' he ' p in '  a man yo ' see an ' [ but ] goin ' 
back dis away yo ' see - got  his face turnt dis away , way de sun goin ' down - � 
put a man down . But yo ' goin ' towards de s un , which de way de sun ris in ' , yo ' 
know , yo ' he ' pin ' dis fellah . He [you] take an ' draw dis circle about 50 feet 
or 25 feet . Yo ' take an ' draw yo ' another circle towards , has his [your ] face 
turnt to de eas t ,  an ' yo ' speak dese wo rds , yo ' say ,  "0. L .  Young - L .  L .  Young , 
ah command yo ' to remove dis mis ' ry from dis man , "  s ay ,  "which an ' why he was 
aunjured through an ' by de spirchuals [ spirituals ] of de water . "  Yo ' s ee , dats 
spiPchuls de water power .  Dis other man [you are working ag ains t ]  he ' s  wis_

e __ _ 
too - he deal in dat water s tuff , yo ' see - see , ' cause yo ' gotta  do  dat  spir
chully water work , yo ' know - by dis kinda wo rk yo ' know , through an ' like 
manner ,  yo '  see . So  he s ay ,  "Ah cunjuPB yo ' by de spirchuls o f  water to  remove 
dis spell off dis man . "  Yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  all yo ' mus t say .  Go ahead back 
dere . After yo ' leave dere , yo ' leave dat circle dere . Yo ' s ee , yo ' don ' t  have 
no can ' les around yo ' , dis bein ' de obj ect  [ oppos ite ] s ide wit de can ' les behin ' 
yo ' ,  yo ' know dat whut ' s  takin ' effect yo ' s ee . Yo ' j es ' speaking [ dis ] to de 
obj ect [ oppos ite ] o f  it . Yo ' goes back dere an ' take dis bottle , outen [put out ] 
dem candles , an '  yo ' take it back to de house . Well , yo ' have dat man to bring 
' im - have de man whut yo ' done for bring ' im nine s trands o f  yore hair - yo ' 
s ee , have ' im bring nine s trands o f  his hair to yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . Yo ' takes his hair 
an ' yo ' draw a angle , draw a angle - I j es '  as well say ,  draw a angle an ' put 
foah stars around in dere . 

( Show me how you would draw an angle that way , with the s t ars . [ He draws and 
I comment : ]  a triangle , all righ t . )  

On dat small piece o f  paper , yo ' s ee [ on the small piece o f  paper he had j us t  
us ed ] . Well , yo ' put foah s tars around dere . [ He i s  demons trating . ]  Yo ' put 
"T" which represent "Temptation" - put dat around dere . Take an ' put dat man ' s , 
dat nine s trand of  his hair inside dat triangle , an '  yo ' takes some black thread 
an '  s ew it on each corner . Yo ' know dat on dat triangle is got  three corners to 
it . Yo ' sew dat black thread on each corner , yo ' see , wit dat black thread . An '  
after yo ' do dat , take an ' put it  in his shoe an ' · wear it dere . 

Well , yo ' see yo ' take yore alm ' nac den an ' yo ' s ee where de s ign ' s  at , yo ' 
see . Well , i f  de s ign ' s  - it  won ' t  take long - see , dis is March 5 - February , 
long 'bout February de 15 . [ The date of  this interview is March 5 .  19 39 .  He is 
calculating the s ign from February 15 . ]  Well , 'bout Feb ruary 15 de s ign comes 
in de man ' s  haid - ah mean de s ign comes in de man haid s ix a ' clock . I t  leaves 
outa his hai� ten a ' clock at nighttime . Well , dat ' s  where de s ign ' s  at , yo ' 
s ee . We have tuh take de alm ' nac an ' go by de s igns - see where de s igns at , yo ' 
see , ' cause signs is de biggest part of all - j es ' speaks 'bout all parts of de 
mo 'nt . Well , yo ' take de alm ' nac an ' trace where de s ign at . Well , if  de sign 
is in a man ' s  feet , well yo ' t race from his feets  right on round , yo ' s ee , ' cause 
it diff ' rent kinda monuments [ figures or illus trations ] round dis man [ in the 
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almanac ] .  Yo ' see , yo ' alm ' nac - in yo re alm ' nac , well , it ' s  a man s t andin ' up 
on de firs t leaf yo ' know , an ' it ' s  got dem di ff ' rent thing aro un '  like fishes -
de two fishes cros sed at  his foo t  an ' got a crawfish on his side an ' one on dis 
side - an ' on dis side where a lit tle b itta boy po ' in '  watah down . Well , dat 
speakin ' ab out de high tides yo ' s ee - dat speakin ' 'bout de high tides yo ' see 
speakin ' about de rivah whenevah de tides come in , yo ' know , to de rivah . Well , 
yo '  kin Paise sand den , ' cause dat ' s  de high tide , de [your ] wo rk pick up quick 
an ' ev ' rything . When de tide is low , yo ' see , it  takes yo ' slow [you go slower ] , 
yo ' see . But when it ' s  high it  [your work] will pick up qui ck . Yo ' take dat 
place den , see , where de sign is at , yo ' see , an ' after tracing de s ign , yo ' tell 
_dat man [not the Zodiac man but your patient ] ,  yo ' s ay ,  "Yo ' take dis at ten 
a ' clock - yo ' s t art in de night - at ten a ' clock at night yo ' t ake dat out chure 
shoe an ' spit on it , yo ' see . Yo ' place it  right back in de shoe . In de mornin ' 
yo ' do de same . "  

(Wait a minute . Which s ign would he wo rk on , get , when he would do this ? 
What s ign? ) 

He wo rkin ' on de s ign from six a ' clo ck till ten . Yo ' see , at  six a ' clock de 
s ign goes in yore haid , an ' at ten a ' clo ck it leaves out , an ' yo ' ketch it from 
yo re haid when it  leaves out yore haid an ' i t  comes in yore body - right through 
yore waist p rob ' ly - right at ten a ' clo ck at night . 

(That is the sign that [when i t ] is right in your waist  - that you do this 
work then? ) 

That ' s  right , sho re , yo ' see , ' cause six a ' clock de sign is in yore haid . An '  
see , ten a ' clo ck dat night de sign i s  right down in yore p rivate - dat ' s  de time 
yo ' ketches dis heah sign . At ten a ' clo ck yo '  [he ] takes an ' spits on dis , yo ' 
see , an ' j es '  whatevah he commands . 

(What does he spi t on? ) 
Jes ' t ake dat paper [ the seal ] out an ' spi t on it  - j es '  take dat seal out an ' 

spit - j es '  take dat out his shoe an ' spit on it , yo ' see . Spit on i t  an ' place 
it  right b ack in his shoe an ' see , den wear i t  right up under his heel - yo ' see , 
right up under his heel where his life at . When he spit on it  - when he takes it  
out , he  only j es '  s ay ,  " Ah  command , "  an ' he  take an ' spi t on it  - o r  he  kin say ,  
"Ah command yo ' to j es ' to do mah will , "  an ' he puts dat right back in de shoe 
after he spit on it - puts it right back in de shoe . An ' he do dat fo ' three 
times , yo ' see - he do ' s  dat fo ' three times . After de three times he take an ' 
b ring i t  back to de man an '  give i t  to him . 

Well , dat man ' ll take dat same seal dat he give him - he ' ll take it an '  carry 
it to a graveyard . Well , he go out to de graveyard . He go out to de graveyard 
round about twelve a ' clo ck an ' he start to wo rkin ' to de graveyard twelve tuh 
one , yo ' see . Well , he go out dere an ' call 0 .  L .  Young , he s ay ,  "L . L .  Young " 
an ' den "O. L .  Young - L .  L .  Young . " S ay ,  "Ah command yo ' to come to me an ' do 
mah will . How long wilt thou fo ' gi t  this man? How long wilt thou hide thy face 
from me? How long will his enemies b e  rej oi cin ' ovah his downfall? How long 
will he have to suffer in dis house of so rrow? Lighten his hours . Help him 
lessen he sleep de sleep of  death . "  Dat ' s  whut chew speakin ' in de graveyard at 
de midnight hour , yo ' see . Well , dese two spirits [L. L. and 0. L .  Young ] comes 
up around yo ' ,  yo ' see - dey ' s  up around , yo ' s ee . Yo ' kin control dem , yo ' kin 
s e� ' em . 

Well , all right , yo ' take an ' bury dat - yo '  take an ' bury it  right in de 
graveyard , right down side o f  a grave , anywhere in de graveyard , an ' let i t  stay 
dere fo ' three nights , den go back an ' git it . Yo ' s ee . Well , after yo ' go b ack 
an ' git dat , yo ' take an ' carry it  to de rivah an ' throw i t  in runnin ' watah . 
Well , dat ' ll let dem spells out - cut i t  o ff altogethah , yo ' see , but yo ' j es '  
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move de mis ' ry  away . 
(Until the water [ ability to make water] will come b ack to h im  again? ) 
Shore , it ' ll move de mis ' ry  away but unders tand now he ain ' t  well . [ Cylinder 

changed . ]  But dis heah is moving de misery yo ' see .  Yo ' gotta give him a little 
feed - yo ' gotta give a li ttle feed to him ,  yo ' see .  Well , unders tand , dat ' s  
j es ' movin ' de mis ' ry where he kin make watah yo ' see , b ut s till down dere , de 
mis ' ry down dere , it j es ' come off  ' im ,  yo ' see , j es ' like it vahish o ff .  Jes ' 
lak yo ' have a pain in yo re s ide an ' it  j es ' go away , yo ' see . 

Well , all right , after dis is done an '  he git ready to make water like he 
oughta - well , yo ' tell him , s ay ,  "Now yo ' mus t be partic ' lar . S ay ,  "Yo ' can ' t  
drink whiskey - yo ' can ' t  have no intercourse wit a wumman - not until ah tell 
yo ' - see , mus tn ' t  do nuthin like dat atall . "  Well , he mus t take - yo ' take an ' 
take one can o f  ' east - take dat can o f  ' eas t - yo ' take one tablespoon befo ' -
befo ' in dis othah case , yo ' know , well , yo ' taken three teaspoons . Yo ' take 
one tablespoonful an ' put a tab lespoonful o f  sulphur in it  an ' tablespoonful of  
s alt . Well , dat ' s  a b ad tas te all right . Well , yo ' take an ' mix it  in big glass 
of water , yo ' see , but chew don ' t take it all at one time . Yo ' jes ' take a tea
spoonful three times a day , yo ' see . Well , dat ' ll heal him back up , yo ' see . 
Dat ' ll bring ' im togeth ah j es ' like he should be , yo ' see . Whenevah dat gits out 
he ' ll git to be s traigh t .  Den h e  kin take an ' use de res t  o f  dat ' eas t dat he 
have in de can , yo ' see . Dat ' ll build him b ack up down dere , yo ' see .  Well , 
dat ' s  de way dey take it  o f f  ' im ,  yo ' know . 

I f yo ' git  somepin s tolen from yo ' - j es ' like i f  yo ' git somepin s tolen from 
yo ' ,  well evah whut it  is dat yo ' got s tolen from yo ' ,  ever ' evenin ' at sundown 
yo ' go at de gate an ' mark a cross at de gate . Yo ' see yo ' h ave to mark a cross , 
j is ' a ord ' nary cross , at de gate j es ' lak dat , yo ' see .  Yo ' say ,  "Dis is in de 
name of Faith dat" - ever whut yo ' call , j es ' like a wrist  watch - yo ' s ay ,  "Dis 
is in de name of Faith dat de wrist  watch dat wus s tolen from me will receive 
b ack to me . "  After yo ' mark dat cross .  Yo ' go dere de nex t day an ' yo ' s ay de 
s ame thing but yo ' s ay in " de name of Hope . "  [ He demons trates . ]  

(You make another cross . )  
Make ano ther cross in de name o f  Hope , an '  yo ' make another cross in de name 

o f  Charity . Yo ' see , dat three days . An '  i f  yo ' know - i f  yo ' know de person 
dat got i t , yo ' see - if yo ' don ' t  know ' em ,  it won ' t  work . But if yo ' don ' t  
know de person dat got it  s tolen , after yo ' do dat fo ' three evenings ,  well , yo ' 
j es ' as well s ay at nine a ' clock at night . See , de sun ' s  goin ' down an ' yo ' 
fightin ' dat man - fightin ' evah who s tole i t  tub bring it b ack to yo ' , yo ' see . 
Well , at nine a ' clock at night yo ' take an ' draw yo ' a little ole circle . Yo ' 
see , yo ' take de Bible an ' lay de Bible dere an 1 git  chew a small pan o f  watah -
yo ' see , a small pan of watah . Yo ' put de pan o f  watah dere an '  yo ' take an ' 
hold yo re lef ' hand - yo ' take an ' hold yore lef ' hand ovah dis pan o f  watah wit 
de Bible in i t . Take an ' hold yore right hand up , yo ' see [ demons trates ] .  

(Up in the air . ) 
Dat ' s  right , hol ' yo re right h an '  up . 
(Why do you do that ? )  
Well , yo ' j es '  callin ' tub a oath den , yo ' see .  When yo ' workin ' wit good 

spirits - wh»t ah speakin ' about , when yo ' workin ' with good spirits an ' evil 
spirits . Yo ' workin ' with good spirits now , yo ' see . But when yo ' workin ' wit 
evil spirits yo ' ain ' t  go t ta do nuthin atall . Yo ' j es ' go ahe ad on an ' let L .  L .  
Young take care of  de propos ition - yo ' see , dat ' s  dem evil spiri t , but yo ' see 
yo ' workin ' wit good spirits . Yo ' take an ' go an ' ho l '  yore right hand up an ' 
yo ' swearin 1 tub a oath - yo ' got chure Bible right dere in yore h and , yo ' know , 
' cause befo ' de Almighty ' s  word yo ' know , fail , de world would b e  des troyed yo ' 
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s ee . I f  yo ' got sense enough yo '  kin know exactly whut to do wi t de Bible an ' 
how tuh control His Word , yo ' s ee ,  in by de good spirit . 

Yo ' take an ' turn to de s eventh P ' s am  [he p ronounces this P i-s am ] . Yes , yo ' 
turn to de s eventh Ps alm an ' yo ' take an ' read from de seventh Ps alm - from de 
sixth to the s eventeenth [ verse ] whi ch yo ' read one time ovah dis p an of water , 
yo ' see . Dat tells yo ' diff ' rent things ab out mat ters - ah mean , ab out troub le 
an ' thing s , about yore mis takes an ' all like dat , yo ' see an ' yo ' read ovah dat 
p an of watah . Yo ' don ' t  have to read it b ut one time . Do dat at nine a ' clo ck 
an ' yo ' s till have yore hand up , yo ' s ee .  An ' ever whut yo ' los t ,  yo ' let i t  
come in contact wi th this , an ' yo ' speak de word doin ' dis now , yo ' s ay ,  "Well , 
th t thing s dat ah once have received , the thing s ah once have los t ,  ah go t faith 
in Thee an ' trus t in Thee dat it shall return b ack to me once agin in li fe . " Yo ' 
s ee .  But don ' t  nevah - whut ah ' m  speakin ' ' b out - j es '  talk ord ' nary , j es '  lak 
yo ' talk to a person , yo ' s ee . Well , de good spirits workin ' - dat ' s  de g ood 
spiri t s  workin ' wit yo ' den , yo ' see . But yo ' see yo ' g o t  de Bib le to b ack up 
yo ' self . 

Well , after dat see , yo ' turn [ to ]  de Ten Commandment [ s ) . ·  [ He always drops 
the "s" from Commandments . ]  Yo ' turn to de Ten Commandment an ' yo ' take de 
words - yo ' read de Ten Commandment on down , j es '  lak it s ay ,  "Thou shall no t "  -
ah mean , "Honor thy father and mother that thy days may b e  long . "  "Thou shal t 
no t s teal" or "Thou shal t not kill . "  Well , yo ' see , dat ' s  de Ten Counnandmen t . 
"Thou shal t not comnit adultery . "  "Thou shal t no t b ear false wi tnes s agains t 
thy neighb or ' s  house , nor his ox , no t his ass . "  Read de whole Ten Commandment 
through ovah de same p an water , yo ' s ee . Well , yo ' s ee ,  yo ' done read dat "Tho u 
shal t no t s teal . "  We ll , yo ' see , dat ' s de Bib le word den , yo ' see . Yo ' see , dis 
p erson s tole dis from yo ' - yo ' s ee ,  he gonna b ring it to yo ' - an ' that came 
through an ' by de good spirits doin ' dis , yo ' s ee .  So , after yo ' read dat Ten 
Commandment t o  it , yo ' s ee ,  ovah dat , well , yo ' take dat s ame watah dat yo ' read 
ovah dat s ame night an ' yo ' take an ' wash yore face in it , but chew take an ' 
don ' t  have to use no s o ap atall - don ' t use no soap . J es ' take it an ' wash yore 
h and in like dat , an ' rub it acro s s  yore face j es '  like dis heah - yo ' see , heah 
[ demons t rates ] .  Do dis in de name o f  Hope , an ' dis in de name o f  Chari ty . Jes ' 
like dat [ demons trates ] rub it three times acro s s  yore face in de name o f  Hope , 
in de name o f  Fai th , an ' in de name of Charity .  

{Now , wai t a minute . You wet your h and and put it all over your forehead and 
you b ring it down each side o f  your face - down over your chin , like that - bring 
it down . ) 

Dat ' s  right , while yo ' s ay ,  "Dis is in de name o f  Hop e" - j es ' like dat an '  
rub yore head . Put chure han ' in watah an '  do j es '  like dat agin , "Dis i n  de 
name o f  Faith , "  an ' "Dis in de name o f ' Chari ty" - three times , yo ' see . 

Well , yo ' go righ t on an ' fo ' gi t  dat , an ' let dat res t o f f  yore mind , yo ' s ee . 
An '  de p erson dat s tole dis heah [ cylinder changed ] .  Dat person dat taken dis , 
yo ' s ays t o  dis , after yo ' do dat three times , yo ' s ays , "De one dat cause mah 
po ' heart to ache , let him cause me to be rej oi cin ' agin in life . "  Yo ' got de 
Bible - j es '  lak yo ' p rays wit de Bible , yo ' s ay ,  "De one dat cause mah po ' heart 
tuh ache" - when yo ' speakin ' ab out de "p o '  heart tuh ache" an ' " de one dat s tole 
dat" - cause ' em  t o  b e  worried ovah it . Yo ' see , "De one dat cause mah p o ' heart 
tuft ache , let thou t o  b e  de one dat cause me to b e  rej oicin ' agin in life . " Yo ' 
s ee ,  dat ' s  de las t thing yo ' .s ay wi t de Bible . I t ' s  a known fact , i t ' ll come 
b ack t o  yo ' .  But unders tand now , dis p erson dat g o t  it , he could b e  de devil 
he could b e  one dat don ' t  care , but he ' ll b ring i t  b ack . But he ain ' t  goin ' come 
up ' umble , yo ' know , s omepin like dat . He ' ll b ring i t  b ack p rob ' ly - j es '  lak if 
he would know yo ' ,  he come around in de hous e yo ' know an ' slip it b ack in de 
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house an ' yo ' nevah know it , yo ' see - somep in like dat . He j es '  comin ' in , yo ' 
see - de devil ' s  in him .  Yo ' know he ain ' t have to come to yo ' while de devil ' s  
in him .  Well , he will carry i t  an ' put it b ack . 

(Well , is this way - this way you know the person who stole i t ? )  
Well , i t  don ' t matter ' bout de person dat stole i t , ' cause d i s  person [ spirit]  

dey knows dis person . 
( I f you don ' t  know his name , i t  doesn ' t  make any difference . )  

Root-workers can ' t bother wi th Christians atall . If  yo '  a Ch rist ian an ' yo ' 
a Chris tian from yore heart an ' yore soul , an '  yo ' serves de Lord , no root-workeP 
ain ' t go t no s tuff fo ' yo ' fo ' nuth in . Yo ' see de devil for dat , yo ' know . God 
got all power , yo ' see - i f  God fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' know , de wo rld can ' t  do yo ' no harm, 
yo ' see . Jes ' lak - ah don ' t care how - yo ' could have �e Zve signs , second 
sigh t or anything - i f  dat person out dere a Chris t i an ,  yo ' kin work all de roots 
an ' call L . L .  Young an ' de Disciples an ' everybody - dey can ' t  do yo ' a bit  o f  
harm ' cause yo ' s ee de Almighty ' s  has got yo ' in His han ' , an ' yo ' can ' t g i t  by 
de Almighty yo ' know . 

Well , j es '  lak ah say - yo ' [ a  root-worker] go tta do dat wo rk , j es '  de same as 
yo ' [ a  Christian]  g i t  on yore knees an ' pray . When yo ' git on yore knees an ' 
call on de Almighty to help yo ' ,  dat yo ' s  in distres s an ' all like dat , well , 
yo ' ll see a big change - well , yo ' got fai th in de wo rld . When yo ' git  through 
prayin ' , yo ' s ay ,  "Oh , well , ah make mahsel f s ad . "  Yo ' go along ari ' fo ' gi t  dat , 
an ' yo ' see dat chew be rej oicin ' ovah it - j es '  lak readin ' dat ovah dat water ,  

· dat ' s  j es '  de same as prayin ' tub God , yo ' see . _For unders tand , de Almighty ' s 
go t good spirits yo ' know , out workin ' fo ' him ,  to take care o f  his people .  An '  
unders tand , de devil ' s  got evil spirits out dere workin ' fo ' him ,  git tin ' all he 
kin git - yo ' see , j es '  workin ' b ackwards an ' farwards . Yo ' see . 

(You s aid tho se Commandments were wri t ten by God himself? ) 
De Ten Commandment wri tten by God himownself . He done dat , yo ' see . Now , de 

res t was wri t ten by mens , yo ' see , but de Ten Commandment ,  God , He put His own 
hand on dat . He de one dat done dat - j es '  de Ten Commandment , yo ' see . Dat ' s  
de reason why ah say He ' s  very s trict , yo ' see . An '  i t ' s  hard to live up agains t 
i t , too ; it ' s  hard fo ' a regular person tub do it . I t ' s  hard to live up agains t 
it , ' cause it say ,  "Thou shalt no t coveth thy neighbor ' s  wi fe . " Dat means dat 
thou shall no t who re a man ' s wi fe . An '  a man go t ta have a s trong cons ti tut ion , 
yo ' know , to  do dat . 

Yo ' know whut ah ' m  speakin ' ' bout . Co ' se he is - j es '  like i f  he s tayin ' in a 
town - well , he ' ll circulate round de neighborhood an ' in de neighborhood all de 
wimmins round dere prob ' ly b e  married an ' i f  he ain ' t got a strong cons t i tut ion 
' cause a man is  supposed to have a portion of .dog in him to a certain extent . If 
somebody round dere - some woman round dere goin ' be likin ' yo ' .  If i t  ain ' t 
dat , dere goin ' b e  someone round dere yo ' goin ' b e  likin ' an ' lookin ' at . Well , 
prob ' ly dat woman li ' ble tub say one or two things or prob ' ly yo ' does dat , say ,  
"Well , ah likes yo ' "  - somethin ' other like dat . See , dat ' s  de devil wo rkin ' 
' gins t God . See , de devil try in ' to g i t  as many souls as he kin , yo ' see , ' cause 
' fo re God let de devil have many souls , He ' ll turn stones into souls . Yo ' see , 
' fore God let de devil have mo ' souls den Him ,  He ' ll turn s tones into souls . 

Well , dis. woman li ' b le tub come to yo ' an ' say , "Well , yo ' know ah like yo ' "  
or somep in o f  de kind like dat . Well , prob ' ly yo '  might no t have yore mind on 
her , yo ' see , but prob ' ly she might go to a root-worker or somepin other like 
dat an '  git chew - take advantage of yo ' , undermine yo ' ,  yo ' see , cause yo ' to 
git chure mind on her .  I f it ain ' t  dat , she go to de fo ' fo ' ks o f  de road an ' 
oross yo '  an ' yore wife up , yo ' see . Well , yo ' an ' yo re wife will have a b ig 
fallin ' out where yo ' wanta kill her an ' all dat . P rob ' ly yo ' all been stayin ' 
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tuhgethah fo ' five years . All at once somepin will j es '  g i t  where yo ' can ' t  -
she can ' t satis fy yo ' .  Ev ' ry time she say somepin to yo ' ,  yo ' cus s her out an '  
yo ' set down an ' s tudy . Yo ' s ay ,  '�e an ' mah wife been together fo ' a long 
time . "  Well , yo ' see , de devil is so strong , hit ain ' t gonna let it come to yo ' 
right then an ' s ay , " S omebody is working roots on her , ah ' m  goin ' see ' bout dat . "  
Well , de firs t  thing that come to yo ' ,  ' 'Well ,  she goin ' out to have some man , 
dat ' s  de reason why she hard to git long wi th - she ' s  doin ' sech- an ' -sech a 
thing . "  See , de devil gonna keep dat in yore head . Yo ' see de devil ain ' t  
gonna let chew git de drops on ' er - de devil works fo ' de other man , yo ' s ee . 
He ain ' t workin ' fo ' yo ' .  I f  de devil workin ' fo ' yo ' , de first thing dey ' ll 
come tuh yo ' - dem spirit s  will come an '  dey will tell yo ' ,  s ay ,  ' 'Well , so- an ' 
s o  doin ' so-an ' - so , so-an ' -so putting out some work fo ' yo ' .  Jes ' like it was 
�' well a person could put dotun some work fo ' me ; co ' se it would come to me , � 
see - ah could see ' em  [ doing this work ] , ah could see it [ the work ] , too . 
[Doctor Yousee is not too modes t about his ability : ] 

-

Yo ' kin take an '  kill a dog - yo '  take an ' kill a dog an '  yo ' take , when yo ' 
kill dis dog yo ' gotta take an ' cut him open an ' git his livah out befo ' he -
whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout , befo ' he ' s  j es '  git  s t i f f - befo ' he die , yo ' know . 
Whut ah ' m  speakin ' ' bout - anyone to ketch a dog has gotta have nerve , yo ' see . 
Ev ' rything - yo ' gotta have nerve to do it  yo ' see , cause yo ' can ' t  do i t  j es '  
scared of i t , yo ' see . Take an ' j es ' ketch a dog an ' split him open - j es '  lak 
yo ' run an ' ketch him an '  throw 1 im down an ' split him open . [ Automob ile horn 
sounds . ]  Well , yo ' mus t do dis quick , yo ' know , befo ' he die . Take an ' split 
him open quick an '  take an ' g rab his livah an ' take it  out . Well , yo ' doin ' all 
dis while dis dog alive yo ' see . Yo ' take dat livah an ' take it an '  carry to any 
kinda - j es '  take an ' carry it to de rivah . Take an ' put it  on a hook an ' line 
an ' let it  down in de rivah an ' let it s tay dere fo ' about , ah say ,  ten minutes . 
Take an ' draw it right b ack up outa dat watah an ' take an ' carry i t  on back home 
to de house . An '  take an ' cook it until it kinda - j es '  kinda boil i t  down a 
little bit an ' give it to anybody tuh eat . Dey tied. Whut ah ' m  speakin ' about , 
it  hook yo ' togethah j es '  like two dogs do . [ Cylinder changed . ]  After yo ' take 
it out de watah yo ' take an ' carry it back an ' parboil it down good , yo ' see . 
Yo ' kin put peppah an ' onions an ' all dat vegetable on it - it  don ' t mattah , yo ' 
see - j es '  don ' t  let nobody think [ suspect ] nuthin , yo ' see . J es ' cook i t  like 
yo ' do ordinary livah an ' give i t  to anybody tuh eat , an ' i t  wi ll fix dem j es '  
like two dogs hooked togethah - tie ' em  up togethah . 

Ah s ay dere di f f ' rent in de me�cal doctor [M . D . ] an ' de root doctor . Yo ' 
take a me�cal doctor , he tell yo ' - well , a medical doctor he would have tuh 
kill one or de other . He have to kill de woman to save de man life or have tuh 
kill de man tuh save de woman life . But one o f  ' em ' s  gotta be dead . But lis ten , 
dat ' s  ' bout de medical doctor , yo ' see . Yo ' take de root-worker - he git ' em off  
loose an ' he ain ' t gotta kill nary o f  ' em ,  yo ' see . 

All right , he take , after he do dat , yo ' see , he take an ' tell dis same 
person - co ' se ,  j es '  like i f  dey connect togethah , he t ake an ' ket ch him a dog . 
Yo ' know how it ' s  done . He take an ' ketch him a dog an ' cut him open an '  git  his 
livah out . He doin ' in de obj ect [ oppos ite ] way of it . He ain ' t  goin ' do any
thing by dat way . He takes dat livah an ' he goes to de butcher pen an ' he gits 
· �  a quart o f  b lood - a quart o f  beef blood , yo ' s ee , an ' he t akes an' puts dat 
livah in dere an ' let it soak in dat beef blood , yo ' see . After it soak in dat 
beef b lood fo ' three days , go to dis woman , git  nine s t rand of her hai r ,  [ ge t ]  
nine s trands o f  d i s  man ' s hai r ,  an '  take an ' t i e  it up i n  a little flannen rag -
take an ' tie it up in a little flannen rag togethah , yo ' see j es '  like togethah . 
He ' ll take an ' carry it  an ' put it in dis beef b lood where dis livah at an ' let 
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it  stay in dere an ' soak fo ' three days . Take an ' git chew devil ' s-shoestring 
an ' carry it to de graveyard - yo '  see , yo ' take an ' bury it . Yo ' take an '  bury 
de little end - ah mean take dat litt le end which is de man - towards de wes t . 
An '  take an '  bury de root end , de big end [ the woman] towards de eas t , yo ' see , 
go up thataways - angle - take an ' bury dat . Yo ' go back dere an ' take dat livah 
out an ' things yo ' got it  in - in a p an  - soakin ' dere . Yo ' take it out after 
three days , yo ' take it  out an ' take an ' give dat wumman , give dat wumman j es '  
about a tab lespoonful - put j es ' de leas t bit o f  sulphur . Sulphur relax a thing . 
Sulphur will relax de misery an ' relax a tie-up , yo ' know - j es '  like yo ' clinch 
togethah durin ' by dirty work an ' like dat , sulphur will relax dat . Whut ah 'm  
sayin ' sulphur j es ' eat  it in  two . Take an'  put sulphur in  dere yo ' know . Yo ' 
take an '  put sulphur in de man ' s  - give ' em both de s ame thing an ' let ' em stay 
dere in bed , yo ' see , an ' hold yore watch on ' em ,  yo ' see , an ' it ' s  three magic 
words yo ' ' spose - yo ' workin ' wit evils spirits ,  yo ' says de magic words , says , 
"How long ah mus t suffer in de hous e of sorrows ? "  Jes ' like ah tell yo ' ' bout 
0.  L. Young - an ' hold yore wat ch ovah dem . An ' so fin ' lly , dis woman an ' dis 
man - yo ' kin j es ' be lookin ' at ' em ,  yo ' see - dey be so  s cared to be  drawed 
up , yo ' know , feelin ' nuthin can ' t be done . Jes ' keep watchin ' ' em ,  got chure 
watch on ' em .  Fin ' lly , dey ' ll - j es ' like dat . Well , den dey relax whenevah 
dat sulphur an ' dat blood hits dat . Yo ' keep dat dog b lood an ' da t other b lood 
at de house . Yo ' put it  back in dere yo ' see . An '  let dat man ' s  hair an '  dat 
woman ' s  hair , let dat stay in dere , yo ' see , but yo ' doin ' dis wit dat sulphur 
an ' blood , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' hold yore watch on ' em an ' yo ' take an ' look 
right at ' em an '  yo ' see dey ' ll j es '  relax . 

[This holding a watch is another imitation o f  an oPdinary doatoP. ] 
(What do you do with that devil ' s-shoestring ? )  
Yo ' take an ' bury i t  in de graveyard . 
(You leave it out there? ) 
Oh , yo ' leaves it dere . Dat ' s  protection , yo ' see . Yeah , dat ' s  de devil ' s  

work - dat ' s  protection . 
Take de gunpowdah - take some gunpowdah an ' yo ' take some sulphur , yo ' see -

take some gunpowdah an '  some sulphur an ' take an ' gits  - like yo ' go to de s to ' 
an '  yo ' gits  a quarters worth of  round s teak .  Well , yo ' take dat gunpowdah an '  
dat sulphur togethah an ' put i t  in it , an '  git chew a box o f  black peppah , take 
an ' dump de black peppah out de box , or git  anything dat got a shakah to it , an ' 
put dat sulphur an ' dat gunpowdah togethah an ' sprinkle dat s teak down j es '  like 
yo ' do fish . Sprinkle it down , all ovah dere good , sprinkle it  down good . Well , 
yo ' take a little bit of natchurl gunpowdah - j es ' as well say de natchurl gun
powdah [you don ' t  take it from a gun shell] . Yo ' puts it on de flo ' in a little 
pile an ' yo ' takes yo ' a stick where it  won ' t  burn yo ' .  Yo ' take yo ' a stick an ' 
hold it up an ' hold dat s teak whut chew got dat sulphur an ' dat other s tuff on , 
an ' yo ' got it kinda mixed togethah , sprinkled on dere . Yo ' got some gunpowdah 
down heah but yo ' don ' t  put no sulphur on it co ' se ,  but de gunpowdah on i t . Take 
a match an ' throw it dere . Well , yo ' see , dat thing will ' sp lode an '  when it  
' splode , yo ' see , it ' s  goin ' tub go  all  ovah an ' it ' s  gonna ke tch dis sulphur on 
dis thing yo ' know ; but see , it ain ' t  goin ' burn no time , j es '  gonna ' sp lode , yo ' 
see . Yo ' take dat an ' bat it out good an ' put it in a pan an ' fry it an '  give it 
to a person� Dat will run ' em crazy , run ' em crazy . 

Take dat sweatband yo ' see an ' take - whenevah her mont ' lies is on , she take 
dat sweatb and an ' take an ' take her mont ' lies cloth an ' wrap dat sweatband up in 
dere , yo ' see , an ' let it stay .  Take an '  bury it a certain length -of time - take 
an ' bury it fo ' nine days . Let it  s tay buried nine days , take it  out an '  wear it 
right in de seat of  her b loomers , an ' sew it in dere . Sew it in dere wit pink 
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thread an '  let it stay dere fo ' three mo ' days . See , dat will take effect on a 
man - cause a man to love ' em ,  cause his na� to be fo ' de woman . 

About gainin ' influence o f  a person , yo ' see - j es '  like if a person yo ' see 
dat chew wanta gain influence [ over] or somepin . Yo ' like dat person real well 
an '  yo ' like for ' em to correspond togethah an ' be up an ' down togethah , yo ' see . 
Well , yo ' take - yo ' know her name , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' write her name down 
write her name down an '  yo ' t ake an ' take yo ' some Hearts Co Zogne , yo ' see . Take 
some Hearts Co Zogne an '  whenevah yo ' write her name down , yo ' take dat Hearts 
Co Zogne an '  put three drops . Jes ' like yo ' take an '  write her name like dat , � 
put a drop dere at de end of her name an '  a drop in de center o f  de name , an '  a 
drop in de other end of de name . [ Cylinder changed . ] After yo ' take dat Hearts 
Co Zogne an '  do dat , yo ' take yo ' some BZack Cat Perfume an ' yo ' take an ' sew dat 
piece up - dat whut chew got her name wrote on , dat piece of paper .  Take an '  sew 
it up in a piece o f  clot ' an ' take yo ' some BZack Cat PerfUme now [ automob ile 
horn sounds ] an '  ' noint dat good wit it . An '  take an '  s tick it up in yore shirt 
pocket . Well , yo ' got her name dere , yo ' see . An ' whenevah at nighttime when
evah yo ' come round her o r  somep in like dat , yo ' take an ' put dat under de head 
of yore bed , yo ' see . An '  befo ' yo ' go to sleep , mayb e yo ' j es ' have yore eyes 
shet , yo ' have yore mind right on her j es ' whut chew an ' her - would like to come 
in contact wit her - j es '  whut yo ' wanta do , yo ' see , through in dat mat ter . An '  
whenevah yo ' round her , yo ' have it s tickin ' right up in yore shirt pocket . Well 
yo ' see , it works all through an '  by dat smell dat it ' s  got to it . Yo ' see , dat 
smell , it takes effect of ' em .  Yo ' see , dat smell , dat B Zack Cat Perfume , yo ' 
see , it ' s  got a purtty ' licious [ delicious ] smell to it , yo ' see , an '  it don ' t  
smell b ad an '  it ' s  about de sweetes t  smellin ' perfume dat I evah smelt o f . But 
it ' s  de vi Zment perfume , yo ' see . Dat takes ef  feet o f  her , yo ' see . Ever ' time 
dat chew git round her an '  she git to smellin ' dat , well it takes effect o f  her , 
yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  j es '  workin ' on her to a certain extent , ' cause when she 
inhalin ' dat , yo ' see , it takes an effect on her - j es ' like yo ' an ' her , if yo ' 
should ever kiss her . Jes ' like yo ' an '  her would git up close enough to be 
talkin ' to one another - yo ' be talkin ' to her , yo ' see , well she inhalin ' dat 
through her nos trils . 

I f  yo ' has ' a  dat to do - yo '  know , go into a town - yo ' go speakin ' to a 
congregation of peop le . Yo ' git  in a town where yo ' know de people don ' t  like 
yo ' so  well , ' cause de reason why , yo ' know , ' cause de las t  time yo ' heah dey 
didn ' t treat yo ' very hot , yo ' see , an ' yo ' wants to try to make thing s where yo ' 
kin enj oy yo ' self an '  all de members - all be togethah , yo ' know , rej oice in yore 
speech , in yore s tatements ,  yo ' see . [ This suggests that he , like some others 
among my informants was an ex-preacher . ] 

Well , befo ' yo ' go dere - befo ' yo ' makes dis trip to dis town where dese 
people is , yo ' see , well , yo ' take an' take an' draw j es '  a ord ' nary pitchure o f  
a man , or a woman ' s  pit chure , either one - it don ' t  matter atall . Jes ' draw a 
ord ' nary pitchure on a piece o f  papah , yo ' see . An '  after yo ' draw dat ord ' nary 
pitchure on dat piece of papah , well , yo ' take an '  put seven crosses , j es ' like 
ah show yo ' - seven crosses under dis woman ' s  [ horn sounds ] feet . Yo ' take an ' 
put dem under dis woman ' s  feet , ' cause dey mo ' den apt - it more den apt be in 
charge o f  wimmins dat don ' t  like - whut ah ' m  speakin ' ' b out - dat ' s  in dis prop
osition dat cause de people to hate chew , yo ' know , an '  don ' t like yo ' ,  yo ' see . 

( Some preacher would do this , or a lecturer , and women cause mos t  o f  the 
troub le .  All right . You put those seven crosses under her feet . )  

Yo ' put dem seven crosses under dis woman ' s  feet yo ' see . Before yo ' m�ke de 
trip , yo ' do dat . Well , after yo ' put dem seven crosses under dis woman ' s  feet , 
den yo ' take an '  lay it right down on de hearth [he rhymes it with earth ] if it 
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don ' t  be anywhere where de fire is heated - anywhere where de heat ' s  at , yo ' see .  
Yo ' take an ' have dis on de hearth , anywhere down dere , yo ' see , where de heat 
can ' t  get it , heat it , yo ' see . Yo ' let it stay dere fo ' about five or ten 
minutes . An ' aftah yo ' git through doin ' dat , yo ' see - yo ' workin ' wi t evil 
spirits , yo ' see . Ah 'm showin ' yo ' dis now where yo ' workin ' wit evil spirits . 
Yo ' take dat up an ' take an ' fold it up good . Yo ' take an ' put it in a envelope . 
Yo ' see , take an ' put i t  in an envelope an '  yo ' carry it to de graveyard an '  bury 
it . An '  whenevah yo ' bury this , yo ' say ,  "Ah command thee , 0. L .  Young, L .  L .  
Young , ah command thee t o  come t o  me an '  do mah will . "  Says , "Ah command yo ' to 
do it . "  Yo ' see . Well , yo ' bury dis in de graveyard . Jes ' whenevah yo ' bury 
it , fo ' git it - fo ' git about it , yo ' see . Well , he knows well whut chew gonna 
do , whut chew buried dat fo ' an '  ever ' thing of de kind , ' cause yo ' got it in 
yore mind , yo ' see - ' cause de devil works on a person ' s  mind , yo ' see . Jes ' 
like de devil know good whut chew gotta do ' fore yo ' gotta do it , yo ' see . He 
knows dat yo ' see . So , whenevah yo ' bury it , yo ' go ahead on back to de house 
an ' make yo ' self satis fied fo ' de night . Well , de third night yo ' go back out 
dere agin ' but whenevah yo ' go back out dere - well , yo ' see whenevah yo ' bury 
dis thing , yo ' must stick up a little s tick or soil or put some kinda signal 
dere so yo ' know where it ' s  at . Well , yo ' go back out dere an ' yo ' draw one of 
0. L .  Young 's aircle round dere , yo ' see . When yo ' draw dis circle round in dere 
like dat , yo ' put dat cross in dere - dat [ cros s ] speakin ' about [ representing ] 
de fo ' oorners of de earth - dat means yo ' kin go anywhere in de fo ' aorners of 
de earth an ' yo ' shall be treated like peoples . Yo ' put dat fo ' corners dere , 
yo ' know , inside dat circle . 

(Like quartering a pie . )  
Dat * s  right . An '  yo ' put fo ' "T ' s " in dere , yo ' see . When yo ' put fo ' "T ' s" 

in dere yo ' put fo ' candles in dere an '  let ' em  burn fo ' two minutes - j es ' let 
' em burn , hold yore watch on dat , an ' let ' em  burn fo ' two minutes . An ' whut 
ah ' m speakin ' about , j es '  call ' em  den anywhere he should travel on de earth . 
Well , yo ' know , people be rej oicin ' an ' all an ' yo ' be ' s  success ful an ' dey 
think de world of yo ' ,  an ' yore name is always held up . But de devil is doin ' 
dat , yo ' see , he is travelin ' wit yo ' , �' ' cause wherevah yo ' put dat circle , 
dat place it ' s  buried under , he ' s  takin ' care o f  dat . 

BEER FOR ST . PETER - CIGAR AND WHI SKEY FOR ST . ANTHONY 

ST. PETER, HE OPEN DE DO 'S • • • 
LAK DE PO 'CH [ OOOR] HEAR AM LOCK [ED]  

KNOCK DAT [LOCK] DOWN AN ' GIT IT WIT DE KEY PART UP 
[LET LOCK BE UPSIDE DOWN ON DOOR] 

AN ' YO ' PUT 'IM [ST. PETER] OVAH DE DO ' 
IF YO ' AIN 'T GOT BUT A NICKEL 

TRY TUH GIT A NICKEL 'S WUTH OF BEER 
AN ' WHEN YO ' GITTIN ' UP IN DE MAWNIN ' 

AN ' YO ' WANT A GOOD TIME IN YORE HOUSE 
AN ' SOME FELLAHS COME IN AN ' GIVE YO ' MONEY 

• YO ' JES ' THROW BEER ON 'IM [ST. PETER] 
JES ' THROW PLENTY BEER ON 'IM AN ' LIGHT A WHITE LIGHT 

AN ' AH BET CHEW ST. PETER GON 'A OPEN DAT DO ' 

YO ' GIT ST. ANTHONY, YEAH, A BROWN CANDLE • • •  
YO ' GIT A CIGAR - SEE, LAK DAT YOU GOT 
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[I  WAS SMOKING A CIGAR] • • •  
YO ' GIT 'BOUT A LITTLE WHISKEY GLASS OF WHISKEY SEE 

'CAUSE ST. ANTHONY HE 'S A SAINT HE LAKS CIGAHS 
AN ' HE WUS A GOOD-TIME MAN • • •  

AN ' YO ' WAKE UP DE NEX ' MAWNIN ' AN ' YO ' SEE 
DE GLASS DRY AN ' DE CIGAH HALF SMOKED 

ALGIERS , LOUISIANA 

1221 

[Though she is different from either , I associate informant 1579 with 
_CUSTODIAN OF A SHRINE (p . ll39 ) and A WOMAN AND HER THREE SAINTS yet to be copied 
in INTERVIEWS . She has a number of unusual rites ; one of them being the bles sing 
of  a hand before the Sacred Heart of Jesus , a hand activated or kept alive not by 
the usual feeding , but by slapping . The spirit Uncle is also in her repertoire 
(see 2757 , p . 773 ; also THE UNKAS MAN later in INTERVIEWS) .  Her material includes 
cylinders E75 : 3-E83 : 5  = 2907-2915 . ]  

Well , a beef tongue , yo ' git one of  dem ,  lak yo ' buy de beef , an ' yo ' git nine 
needles an ' nine pins an ' yo ' take an ' cut de beef tongue in half [ demons trates ] .  

(On each s ide of  the tip o f  the tongue . )  
Onh-huh , j es '  so it  be a hollah tuh shove dat papah [ into ] . Yo ' write dere 

names nine times [ demonstrates ] ,  de j udge an ' dis trict attorney ' s lak dat , dere 
names , an ' put it [paper ] in it . Aftah yo ' put it in dere , den yo ' stick dem 
needles - nine needles an ' nine pins acros s an ' up an ' down lak dat , an ' den yo ' 
take an ' git a red candle an ' a block o f  ice ,  an ' yo ' put dat [ lighted ]  candle 
in dat ice an ' let it melt away . Aftah it be  melt away , den yo ' take an ' bury 
dat candle in dat tongue , see .  

(You bury the tongue , you mean? ) 
Yes , bury de tongue . Yo ' see de candle be  done melt on it too , an ' den yo ' 

take it up aftah nine days yo ' see , an ' aftah yo ' done take it up aftah nine 
days , yo ' walk it . 

(How do you wa lk it? ) 
Walk dat case ,  if  it ' s  a co ' t  cas e .  [ The person walks away free . ]  
(Well , after you take that tongue up , do you do anything with it then , at 

all? ) 
It  j es '  rot away . 
(That finishes the court case? ) 
Yes . 
Yo ' see , lak dem two brown aigs - yo ' know dey got white aigs an ' dey got 

brown aig s at de sto ' . Yo ' git chew two fo ' a nickel aigs an ' aftah yo ' git 
chew two fo ' a nickel aigs , yo ' git red ink an ' yo ' write dere names 18  times on 
each aig - lak if yo ' wanta run a person crazy . An '  yo ' goes tuh de rivah an ' 
y�' takes it ovah yore left shouldah an ' yo '  throw it an ' yo ' fo ' git it . In nine 
day ' s  time dey s tart tuh walkin ' .  

(You throw both those eggs ? )  
Yeah , j es '  take ' em  lak dat an ' throw ' em an ' fo ' git ' em - don ' t  think where 

yo ' throw dem . 
Dey say yo ' take dat up an ' yo '  bury it . Take de dirt of  de track an ' j es '  

take each track of dey feet , see ,  an ' yo ' put it in de graveyard . An '  bury it 
in a sack ,  but let i t  b e  a black sack sewed wit red thread j es '  whipped nine 
times , an ' bury it in de graveyard . Aftah yo ' bury it in de graveyard , dat ' s  
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all - dey walk away , j es ' walk till dey mee t  dere death . 
(This kills them in the end ? ) 
Yes . 
(What do they s ay about graveyard dirt? ) 
Yo ' g i t  chew some cayenne peppah an ' yo ' g i t  chew some graveyard dirt an ' yo ' 

g i t  de dirt from undahneat ' dere s tep where dey s tay at , yo ' s ee ; an ' yo ' git 
chew some filet , make a box o f  file t , gumbo filet [means here no t the food gumbo 
file t bu t merely the filet ( s ass afras leaves powdered) used in making gumbo 
file t ] ,  s e e , an ' make [mix ] it with coffee - s ee , g round co ffee an' yo ' take 
dat . Yo ' s ee , lak dem dirt daubers , yo ' t ake nine of dem an '  yo ' put it an '  mix 
it up good . [ All these dry ingredients are mixed together . ]  Don ' t mix it in de 
hous e , mix it outdo ' s ;  an '  den yo ' throw dat underneat ' dere s tep .  In three 
day ' s  t ime when de rain fall , dey ' ll move , dey ' ll move at twelve a ' clo ck at 
nigh t . 

( That is to move them out of the house . )  
Yo ' g i t  de landlord name an ' yo ' g i t  a box [ can ] o f  red Karo syrup [brand 

name ] an ' yo ' put his name an ' yore name on a p ap ah wi t indelib le pencil see , 
an ' yo ' put it [ your name ] ' cros s . 

(Whos e  name do you put down firs t ? )  
Yo ' p u t  dat landlord name an ' yo r ' n  on top [ cross ing his name ] . Yo ' see , put 

his ' n  nine times an '  yor ' n  nine time on top . Yo ' see . An '  den aftah yo ' put 
his ' n  nine t imes on top , den yo ' put yor ' n  nine times , an '  yo ' pu t i t  in dat Karo 
SyPUp an ' yo ' s top it up tight . Yo ' dig a hole underneat ' yore front s tep an ' 
yo '  b ury i t  ups ide down . Every time he come , he goin ' come smilin ' .  

( In o ther words , that is to keep him from moving you o u t  o f  the hous e ? ) 
Y e ah , yo ' s t ay in de house . 
G i t  chew nine ten-penny nails [ changed to eleven later]  an '  tack two in dat 

cornah . Well , when yo ' tack ' em in dere , yo ' t ack ' em ' cros s  where de people 
whu t  move in de house cain ' t see ' em .  Tack ' em ' cros s  in each fo ' cornahs lak 
dat . When yo ' git to de do ' lak dat , yo ' tack three down dere in each cross . 
An ' dey ' ll come dere - dey ' ll g i t  in i t  [ the house ]  an ' den s t ay dere ' bout a 
day b u t  dey gotta move . 

(You say you tack these across - you put two in each corner and you cross them 
like that [ demons trating ] . )  

Je s ' lak dat but let ' em b e  tacked - two in each cornah an ' three at de do ' .  
( That ' s  eleven nails al toge ther - ten-penny nails ? )  
Y e s . 
[ In each o f  the four corners , one nail is s lanted to the le f t  and the o ther to 

the righ t s o  that they touch , forming an "X " or cros s .  At the door , either the 
three nails are slanted ag ains t one another making a s ingle cross , doub le cros s ,  
and t rip le cros s ; or three cro s s -marks are drawn on the s ill and one nail driven 
through the center of each . ] 

( That is to aross up the house so that they won ' t  move in . )  
Go t uh de fo ' k  o f  a road , lak yo ' want a dance a person away . Well , yo ' go at 

twelve a ' clo ck at night , naked - s tone naked but three of ' em  t ogethah , an ' yo ' 
dan c e  t ill twenty minutes a f t ah twelve , an ' den yo ' put chure clo thes on - see , 
have yore clothes hidden an '  yo ' put yore clo thes on . In eight day ' s  time dey 
commence tuh �ilin ' ,  p ain in dey hai d .  All at once yo ' find ' em .  De doctah s ay ,  
"Oh , dey had high blood pressure or heart trouble . "  � [ a] spi rit dat han ' ts 
' em .  See . 

(What happens to those people ? You mean you dance them away ? ) 
Yeah ,  dance on ' em .  
(You mean three people g o  to that road? ) 
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Three people go tuh de fo ' k  of de road . 
Yo ' kin go tuh a person dat been kilt yo ' know , to dey grave an ' give ' em  

three silver dimes an ' yo ' dig some from de haid an ' some from where dey han ' 
cross an ' some from de feet . [ Three dimes (one in each hole) and three places , 
especially "where dey han ' cross , "  is unusual . ] Yo ' come tub da t fellah house 
dat night an '  yo ' throw dat dirt , an ' when yo ' throw dat dirt yo ' curse ' em ,  an ' 
when yo ' curse ' em dey ' ll hear all kinda knocks an ' noise , an ' yo ' say ,  "Ah 
cain ' t  stay in dis house , dis house is ha 'nted . "  I t  be dat spirit wanderin ' 
around . Yo ' see , yo ' got dere [ the dead person ' s ]  dirt dere an ' j es '  keep ' em  
a-moving everywhere dey go . Dat spirit j es '  knock lak dat . 

Ah seen a lady done it . She made a box lak a coffin an ' she drawed a image 
of a man an '  she put it in dere an' she put it underneat ' a woman ' s  s tep .  She 
sho ' went crazy - ah seen ' em tie her up . 

Yo ' kin bury it in a oak tree . 
(This hair? ) 
Uh-hmm . Yo ' kin bury it in a oak tree , yo ' know dem big oak trees , bury it in 

dere an ' hair come out de eyes . Every time yo ' heah ' em holler dey pull a han ' 
fulla hair out dey eyes . Dey jes ' be lak dat till de ' die . Ah seen dat happen . 

(How do they bury that in the oak tree? ) 
When dey bury it in de oak tree , dey j es '  take it an ' fold it up j es '  lak yo ' 

fold it up in a p ' int [point ] an '  put it in dat oak tree . When yo ' put it in 
dat oak tree , yo ' take a piece of  de bark off an ' yo ' take glue an ' yo ' glue it 
back on dere an '  nobody nevah know dat hair in dat tree . Long as dat tree 
stands , dat hair stands . 

Well , dey kin go tuh de Crackerj ack Drug Sto ' an ' dey kin git p�lyze powder , 
an ' dey kin put it in yore shoe an ' dey kin paralyze dat whole side wit dey shoe . 

Ah have seen ' em put a ole shoe in de fireplace an ' put a pink candle in dere 
an ' write de man name - lak yore love , yo ' know , dat he went away from yo ' .  An '  
put dat name underneat ' o f  dat candle , wit cinnamon an '  sugah an ' honey , an ' yo ' 
burn it grad ' lly , an'  yo ' stoop down on yore knees at twelve a ' clock in de day 
an ' .call his name three times . Ah bet chew if he wit any woman , he comin ' - he 
comin ' if  he go tta leave de clothes behin ' . 

(You j ust  write his name on a piece of paper and put it in a shoe? ) 
Yes , write it on a piece of  papah , his name , nine times - his shoe , if he left 

his ole shoe dere . If  it ' s  a woman it ' s  okay . 
An '  fo ' tuh keep a woman or a man undah yore feet . See , lak yo ' buy a shoe , 

it  got dat piece [ insole ] in dere . Yo ' pull dat piece out an ' yo ' start from de 
toe an'  yo ' write his name [on the underside ] - write his name nine times an ' 
underneat ' of dat shoe yo ' put plenty sugah an ' cinnamon . De antses - yo ' kin 
tell when he ' s  comin ' cause de antses goin ' tuh follow at him [his name ] yo ' 
know . When yo ' follow it , yo ' don ' t  kill him ,  j es '  knock de shoe , so dey ' ll 
keep off it an '  put dat piece [ insole ] right back in dere an '  walk on it . Dat 
keep him underneat ' yore feet . 

(You just  put that in your own shoe ? )  
Uh-hmm - ah got a piece in heah now. 
(You ' ve got a piece of  paper [with name ] in your shoe now? ) 

• Yes . With sugah an ' cinnamon an ' s teel dust [under the insole ] - in de right 
foot shoe . 

[ I  did not ask to see it . Had she asked , "Do you want to see it ? "  I would 
have answered , "Yes . " ] 

Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  s tockin ' an ' put nine pins an ' nine needles an '  yo ' kin 
bury it in de graveyard , an ' she swell up an ' from swellin ' up , she ' ll take de 
dropsy . Yo ' heard people say some people have dropsy , an ' dey laigs crack open 
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an ' watah run out . I t  ain ' t no dropsy . It form great big so ' s  an ' dey git so 
dey cain ' t  wear dere clothes . Dey got ta wear a gown an ' when dat watah goes up 
to dere heart it busts  - den it kill ' em .  Ah have seen dat happen . 

(You take either s tocking - either is all right ? )  
Yeah , eithah one , so long dey dirty . 
Take a tintype , yo ' cain ' t  do nuthin wit no pas tebo ' d .  Now , lak a tintype , 

yo ' kin put hit - take an ' let hit s tay in dis watah dat dey call driftin ' watah . 
See , yo ' buy it from de drug s to ' , but don ' t  g ive i t  too much - yo ' gotta pay 
good fo ' it . An ' yo ' let it s tay in dere nine days an ' den yo ' take it out dere 
an ' yo ' bury it upside down in de graveyard , an ' when dat s tuff begin tuh molt 
dere , dat ' s  j es '  de way dey molt away . But ah mean die - dey won ' t  live . 

Ah have took a bran ' -new broom , buy it out de s to ' , an '  aftah ah bought dat 
b room ah went tuh de drug s to ' an ' got a dollah ' s  of dis white-rose oil , an ' ah 
fixed dat broom wit white-rose oil , cinnamon an ' s tee l dus t an ' lodes tone . But 
ah took a piece of de she lodes tone an ' a piece of de he , an ' ah tied it wit dat 
coarse black thread in de middle wit nine knots . Aftah ah tied it in dere - an ' 
ah have set it right behin ' mah do ' but on de left s ide of  de do ' where de do ' 
open - at dat s ide , see . An ' j es '  when - lak when a person some in an ' do me 
somepin , or ah done had a argument or somepin lak dat , well ah j es '  grab dat 
broom an ' make a little sweep lak dat [ demons trates ] ,  jes ' brush ' em a little 
bit . Dey ain ' t  comin ' nowhere roun ' dere an ' fool wit me . 
---(Do you set that b room up in any particular way? ) 

Yeah , de part whut yo ' hold , down ; an ' de othah part behin ' de do ' .  
(The brushing part up and the handle down . )  
De handle down . 
His pee , lak de man pee - yo ' kin take his pee an ' kin put it in a bot tle , an ' 

yo ' kin put his ashes off his cigarette or cigar into dat , an'  yo ' kin take nine 
needles an '  nine pins , an ' his name , an ' de seat o f  his drawers see , an ' a piece 
of hair from down dere an ' a piece from underneat ' heah , yo ' see , an ' he cain ' t 
git a heart up fo ' no othah woman . Wit yo ' j es '  de same ; but de woman , yo ' know , 
[no ] . 

(What do you do with that bottle? ) 
Yo '  tie dat bot tle up tight an ' put de cork in dere , an ' den yo ' put a piece 

of yellah cot ton on top an ' den yo ' put dat - lak yo ' got a moss  mattress , keep 
dat bot tle in dat mos s  mat tress .  An '  he cain ' t  raise a heart fo ' nobody but yo ' .  

(How do you write his name? Jus t once on a piece of  paper? ) 
No , nine times . 
Dat bot tle is  one thing dat she kin keep him home , whut ah tole yo ' ,  an ' den 

anothah thing she could take his name an ' write it on - lak yo ' use writin '  papah 
an ' yo ' write nine pieces on each line , tear i� nine times in nine little strips . 
Git chew a box o f  tacks an ' s tart from de front do ' an ' tack until yo ' git all de 
way tuh de back . Tack dem names down an '  be shure yo ' tack dem where he don ' t  
see nuthin but tacks . Yo ' done wrap dis papah undah dere , see . 

An '  den yo ' take a piece of de sole of  his shoe , de ins ide [ insole? ] of  his 
shoe see , an ' piece of  his sock - his ole sock an ' yo ' bury it  in de back yard . 

An '  de watah lak yo ' take a bath ,  yo ' po ' it all out till yo ' git  de mos t  
drugs [ dregs � an '  yo ' put dat in dat bot tle an ' bury it . Ah bet chew he ' ll 
s tay at home , right from work on . 

If yo ' wanta git rid of  him .  Now , yo ' wanta git rid of  him , yo ' go tuh de 
Crackerj ack Drug Sto ' an ' git that hot-foot powdePs . An ' yo '  throw it  behin ' 
him an ' yo ' curse him an ' he goin ' leave . If  he have tuh leave some of  his 
clothes dere , he goin ' take s ome an ' go . Ev ' ry  freight train he see he goin ' 
ketch it  till he ketch one laig , an ' de next time he ketch all - find him daid 
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somewhere , driftin ' away . 
[My informant now makes a hand or  toby or mojo , consecrating it in a remark

ab le manner ,  and keeping it alive in another remarkab le manner . ]  
Yo ' git chew a piece of red f2annen an ' a piece of  red worsted thread , yo ' 

know, lak yo ' make sweaters . Yo ' git chew some stee l dust an '  some cinnamon an'  
some sugah an '  some lodestone an '  take white sand an '  mix all dat up togethah . 
Yo ' git white-rose oil an ' yo ' git cinnamon oil an ' yo ' git oil of  clover an ' 
mix it all up lak yo ' mix a cake , an ' yo ' put it  in dere an ' a dime - a silver 
dime . Yo ' put it in dere an '  yo ' sew it  up an ' yo ' put it  in front of  de Sacred 
Heart of Jesus , an '  yo ' say three Our Father prayers , an ' anywhere yo ' go at , 
j es '  give it  a slap [ demonstrates ] tap that thing lak that . Dey ' ll come in . 

[ Instead of  feeding this hand to keep it alive (see HAND FEEDING , p . 578) , 
informant slaps it ! ]  

(That is for luck in gambling ? )  
Yeah ,  yo ' win . 
(You get the boss ' s  name ? )  
De head man an '  de fo 'man . See , yo ' gotta go between two people . Yo ' git his 

[boss ' s ]  name an ' yore name an ' yo ' write his name first nine times , an ' write 
yor ' n  an ' write dat othah fellah . Write de fo 'man name nine times , den yo ' write 
chure name nine times on top of it . An '  yo ' git honey right from de bees , � 
don ' t  git it from de sto ' ; lak from de beehive , yo ' git de honey , an ' ask de man 
tub sell yo ' de comb . See . An '  aftah he done sol ' yo ' de comb , yo ' take dat 
comb an ' yo ' break it up . Don ' t  cut it up , break i t  up as much as yo ' kin an ' 
put it in a bottle an '  stop it up . An '  a little befo ' yo '  goin ' tub him , �  
shake it  to yo ' [ demonstrates ] lak dat , an ' yo ' call his name three times . An '  
if  dere ' s  a gang o f  men dere , he goin ' pick ovah ' em till he git tub yo ' ,  call 
yo ' ,  say ,  "Say ,  fellah , yo ' wanta work . "  An '  yo ' goes on in an '  works . 

Git some cinnamon oil an ' s tee l dus t an ' some gerangment oil [ oil o f  geranium] 
an ' a little salt  an '  some sugah , an' yo ' mop lak yo ' s tart from dat corner , an ' 
yo ' mop , go down to de steps an ' yo ' mop from dat bottom s tep in an ' yo ' make a 
circle right in de middle of de flo ' an ' dry dat up . De bottle whut chew buy de 
stuff in - throw dat watah in de back , see , underneat ' yore step . Go tub de 
front do ' an ' lak if  yo ' fo ' got it [ "de bottle whut chew buy de s tuff in" ] , have 
it in a piece of papah an ' yo ' drop it an ' it  break . Make b ' lieve tub de people 
dat yo ' let it  fell , yo ' see , an ' bust dat bottle . Ah bet chew ' ll draw a gang 
in . 

(Bring in customers . )  
An '  on de brick banquette [ sidewalk] - yo ' might have brick or  might have a 

pavement [ cement? ] ,  git chew a nickel of  reddin ' [ redding ] an ' a nickel of ye l lah 
wash , an '  cinnamon an '  sugah , an ' oil of clover an ' yo ' mix dat up in a bucket 
wit some watah in it , an '  yo ' redden dem bricks . An ' [ get ] a nickel grated nut
meg an '  sprinkle dat all roun ' dere . An '  ah ' ll bet chew ' ll draw fo ' fish-frys 
an '  suppahs , an ' big houses - lak gamblin ' shops , j es '  draw a crowd , yo ' see . 

Every time he [ the law] come in dere , have yo ' some filet in a box - gumbo 
filet  [ filet used in gumbo filet ] , an ' dat coffee ground in a box ,  an'  yo ' know 
he always - he ain ' t  goin ' heah whut chew say ,  yo ' know how de law is - he ' ll 
gon ' a  walk out firs t . An '  yo ' ,  when he walk out , yo ' throw it [mixed filet and 
g�ound coffee ] behin ' him lak dat [ demonstrates ] an ' cuss him. See , dat ' s  ropey ; 
an ' j es '  as it  ropey , j es '  as dey go . 

All yo ' gotta do is j es '  burn a blue candle on him .  Git chew some white sand , 
put his name underneath dat candle , an ' when yo ' put his name underneath dat blue 
candle , yo ' don ' t  pray tub dat candle . Yo ' take dis feet [ left ] an ' s tomp three 
times an ' yo ' call him in de name of  Uncle , an ' when yo ' call Uncle yo ' j es '  keep 
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on [ stomping = stamping ] till yo ' heah a crack in de hous e .  When yo ' heah a 
crack in de house , lak a crack dat make yo ' feel funny , yo ' know dat he roun ' , 
see , an ' yo ' tell him , yo ' say ,  "Ah want chew tuh go tuh sech-an ' -sech place lak 
New York or Detroit or some of  dem places an '  ah want chew tuh run sech-an ' -sech 
a one back . " An '  he comin 1 •  

· 

[ Uncle is the same spirit as Unka.s in the Unka.s Man interview later . For 
Uncle , see also 2757 , p . 7 73f . ]  

(This fellow that commit ted the crime , that will bring him back? ) 
He comin ' back . 
(You s tamp [ I  repeat her word ] the left foot? ) 
Yes , three times an ' [ call ] , "Uncle_, Uncle_, [ Uncle ] . "  But it ' s  a blue candle 

that yo 1 use . 
Yo ' take a milk can , a condensed-milk can , an ' yo ' set it in de ice box , de 

ice box whut chew put chure ice an ' s tuff in , an '  yo ' put dat candle in dere-an '  
yo ' take a black-handle fo ' k  an ' a black-handle knife an ' yo ' cros s ' em ,  an ' yo ' 
light de light too , yo ' know , yo ' s cratch de match an ' yo ' j es '  keep ' em wit a 
PO l Zin ' dizzyness in de haid . Dat j es '  keeps ' em wit a rol lin ' dizzyness in de 
haid lak dat until dey go crazy - so crazy dey be daid . 

(How do you know that you have the right person? ) 
Yo ' put dere name , yo ' put dat name underneat ' dat candle . An '  den yo ' write 

de name on de candle - yo ' gotta write it nine times on de candle wit a safety 
pin ,  one dese great big safety pins . Yo ' write i t  nine times on dat an ' den yo ' 
write it nine times on a piece of  papah an '  put it undah dat . 

(You put it under the candle or under the can? ) 
No , undah dat candle , an ' yo ' see when dat s tuff melt  away , hit ain ' t  goin ' 

nevah burn dat candle ; befo ' hit git down dere it ' s  goin ' go out . Yo ' see , it 
j es '  be lak a cake , j es '  s tickin ' right on top of it . 

Yo ' take a red s tem match yo ' see - yo ' see dey got de red an ' blue matches 
in de box - an ' [ demons trates ] s cratch each one of  ' em lak dat an ' break dat 
sulphur off  it an '  s tick one heah an ' one dere , an ' den yo ' git two needles out 
of a brand-new pack an ' yo ' burn ' em on each end . An '  some people dat chew know 
dat yo ' have had a squabble wit , yo ' call dere name an ' when yo ' got to de right 
person name an ' s tick dat needle in dere , ah ' ll bet chew he s top . Yo ' put dat 
light out - every time dey light it , it will fall . Dey j es '  cain ' t  fix yo ' no 
way nohow . 

(You use the blue matches and the red matches , burn them? You cross them U£ 
there in your hair like that? )  

Uh-hmm . 
Den yo ' take two needles out of  a brand-new pack of needles an ' burn it  on 

each end till it git black an ' yo ' s tick ' em in yore haid lak dat [ crossed]  an '  
yo ' call dem people name . I f  it ' s  three people , yo ' call dere name till yo ' git 
the right one , an ' dey haid stop thumpin ' .  

Now , lak love - yo ' git S t .  Anthony , yeah , a brown candle an ' yo ' git a apple , 
one dem two fo ' a nickel choice apples . Yo ' git two of ' em  an ' yo ' cut dat hol
low out - yo ' know , make a hollah [ core the apples ] an '  dat hollah whut chew cut 
out yo ' eats it yoreself . See . Aftah yo ' eat it yo ' write dere name an ' yo ' put 
cinnamon an 1 sugah an 1 honey on a piece of papah . 

[Put this piece of paper in the ha l lah . ] 
(How many times do you write that name , j us t  once? ) 
No , nine times . An '  cinnamon an ' sugah , see . Yo ' put dat brown candle on top 

the paper [ the apple becoming a candles tick] . An '  see , aftah yo ' put dat brown 
candle on top , yo ' git a cigah - see , lak dat yo ' got [I was smoking a cigar ] . 
Yo ' git a cigah an ' yo ' git ' bout a little whiskey glass  of whiskey , see , ' cause 
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S t .  Anthony he ' s  a s aint he laks cigahs an ' he wus a good- time man yo ' know. An '  
yo ' light dat cigah an ' yo ' always put i t  in a tree where i t  will burn . [A  
cigar , unlike a cigarette , will not continue to burn ; therefore , "In a tree , "  to 
avoid a fire hazard , is unnecessary . ] An '  when yo ' light it don ' t  light it  wit 
chure mouth [by sucking in the flame ] , j es ' take yore match an ' j es '  s tick it to 
dere till yo ' see dat smoke go up lak dat [ said to be the proper way for lighting 
a cigar ] . An ' dat whiskey - an '  yo ' wake up de nex ' mawnin ' an '  yo ' see de glass 
dry an ' de cigah half smoked .  [ During the night S t .  Anthony drinks the whiskey 
and smokes the cigar . ] Dat ' s  when ah wanta love wit a man . 

(That ' s  for a woman to draw a man to her? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  fo ' a woman tuh draw a man . 
Now , if yo ' wanta use de apple fo ' a woman , yo ' kin take an '  write her name 

nine times an ' yo ' put dat pink candle - no , don ' t  want no St . Anthony oandle , a 
pink candle . An '  den yo ' put dat , if she ' s  a person dat drinks - lak she lak 
whiskey or wine or  somepin - yo ' put it  [ liquor ]  in it [hole ] , see , an ' dat can
dle [ s tuck in the apple hole ] goin ' tuh burn down to dat apple till it  make a 
syrup . When it make a syrup , yo ' go tuh de back in yore yard or anywhere , a fo ' 
corner yard , an ' yo ' dig a hole an '  yo ' bury dat apple upside down . She ' ll love 
yo ' all right . 

Ah heah dey write a person name an ' take a piece of  dere hair out dere haid , 
from underneat ' dere arm , an '  dere hair down below in de seat o f  dere drawers , 
an ' right where dey shirt , see , dere undershirt ,  dey cut a piece out o f  dat . An '  
bury i t  in dat coconut an '  stop i t  up wit a s topper , an '  bury it upside down. Ah 
heard o f  ' em doin ' dat , but whut wus de reason o f  it ah don ' t  know. 

Yo ' kin take lemons tuh break ' em  up . Yo ' git chew nine lemons an '  yo ' write 
dere name nine times but wit red ink . Yo ' put it  in dat lemon an ' yo ' put plenty 
cayenne peppah , salt an ' graveyazod din into dat lemon. Yo ' cut dat top off , yo ' 
see , an ' yo ' git chew a spool of No . 8 thread an ' tie dat lemon , dem nine lemon -
put it in every [ one of  the ] nine lemon , an '  den yo ' go tuh dem ole-time toilets . 
Yo ' see , lak dem ole-time [ outside ] toilets , but chew gotta go make [visit ] nine 
toilets an ' every toilet yo ' gi t to yo ' put one [ lemon ] , an ' j es ' as long as dem 
maggots [ in the toilets ] workin ' ,  j es ' as long as dat goin ' be wit dem . Dat ' s  
breakin ' ' em up . Yo ' know a maggot work in a ole- time toilet a long time . 

(That is  to break up a man and a woman? ) 
Yeah - break ' em up . 
(You write his and her name on the piece of  paper nine times? )  
Nine times ' cross  [ crossing each other ] . 
(They [ the lemons ] have nine different pieces of  paper? ) [I  meant one piece 

of paper for each lemon but she misunders tands . ]  
No , j es ' one piece of  papah , but nine time ' cross - see heah [ demons trates ] ,  

nine times lak dat , an ' yo ' put it  in dere wit gmveya.Pd din . [ That is ] one 
lemon an ' yo ' do dat in all of ' em  - yo ' take each piece o f  papah in all an ' yo ' 
take dat lit tle butt end of  de lemon an '  put it  back lak dat , on top . [You do 
this ] ins ide of all of  ' em .  

(How d o  you tie that?  You tie that to you? ) 
Oh , no - yo ' tie it  from yo ' [ demons trates ] .  See , lak yo ' tie it  from yo ' -

yo ' wrappin ' it  lak dat , dat ' s  from yo ' ,  an ' yo ' tie nine knots wit dat No . 8 
bl�ck thread , an ' yo ' go tuh each one of de toilets an '  put it in dere . 

Git a fish out de rivah , a fresh fish an ' take dat gall out , if he ' s  a whiskey 
or wine drinker . Yo ' don ' t  put none o f  de gall in dere , but j es ' dreen [ drain ] a 
little bit  o f  de fresh blood in dis liquor an ' whip it  up good yo ' know . Put it  
in de bottle . I t  ain ' t nevah goin ' come on top , an '  j es '  leave dem bubbles go 
' way an ' he ' ll think it ' s  dat real liquor . 
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(You get b lood from one end o f  the gall? ) 
Yeah , a little bit o f  de gall - no t much . 
Well , yo ' kin make a person j ump ovahbo ' d  wi t a frog . Git chew a live frog 

an ' cut - j es ' open dat skin a li t tle bit where yo ' won ' t  kill him yo ' see . He 
ain ' t  gonna nevah flinch . Yo ' take a sharp kni fe - he go t two skins yo ' know 
underneat ' dere throat . Open dat skin an ' yo ' put red peppah - but de pod , de 
g rains o f  red peppah . 

(Those red pepper pods ? )  
Uh-hmm . Yo ' put three o f  those , j es ' cut ' em  up fine into that p apah an ' yo ' 

put some dirt , gPaveyard diPt an '  some dirt from underneat '  de s tep whe re dey 
s tay .  See . Yo ' put it in dat frog an ' yo ' whip [ s ew] dat , kinda tack [ sew ] it  
where it won ' t  come out , an '  he ain ' t  gonna nevah holler o r  flinch ' cause i t  
ain ' t gonna hurt him [ I l l ] an ' yo ' carry him on de edge o f  de rivah , but let i t  
b e  a plank walk , an ' yo ' put him down on dat plank walk an ' yo ' s tomp  [ s tamp ]  
yo re feet three times . Den he ' ll go ovahb o ' d .  An '  j es ' lak he ' ll go ovahbo ' d ,  
he ' ll [ person will ] go . 

(What do you put on that piece o f  p aper? ) 
Yo ' put dere name , nine times on dat piece o f  p apah an ' put dat raw peppah an ' 

de dirt from underneat ' de s tep , [ and ]  gPaveyaPd diPt . See . 
Ah have s een ' em beat it  up fine , de bone - de dead pe rson ' s  b one . See . An '  

sprinkle de graveyard dirt - g i t  s ome o f  de dirt , too , an ' put into dat wi t red 
peppah an ' nine red beans an '  put that underneat ' a person ' s  s teps , an ' when dey 
s tart tub sproutin ' - when dem red beans s tart tub sproutin ' ,  dey ' ll move an ' den 
dat dead person will wander aroun ' dere long as dat be dere , fo ' dat dirt - dere 
bone yo ' s ee , dere dus t . An '  dey gotta leave dere , dey cain ' t s tay in dat house . 
So man houses o '  s ee eo le cain ' t s ta in an ' dat ' s  de reason - plenty reason . 

Ah s een a woman wanted a fellah [ to g i t  time . She went tub d e  drygoods s to '  
an ' she bought a whi te pocket h an ' kerche ff an ' she bought a ni ckel o f  red beans 
an '  she had de red beans in de p ack an ' she g o t  tub de co ' t  s teps an ' she let it  
fell an' drapped de han ' kerche f f . An '  he went right on in de place an ' ah know 
he got nine mont ' s .  Ah s een dat . 

(That i s  all she did? ) 
Dem red beans an '  dat b rand new whi te pocket han ' kerche f f . 
( She let the whole thing drop ? )  
Yes . 
Dey put dat undah yore s tep , guinea s eed an ' p aradis e  s eed , tub make yo ' move . 
Fo ' wimmins tub kill ' em  o r  make ' em � ·  Well , ah have s een a woman took 

ano th ah one ' s  piece yo ' know an ' she pinned it  up wi t nine needles an ' nine pins 
an' she buried it underneat ' de fig tree - see , lak de roo t . Heah [ demons trates ] 
is de roo t o f  de fig tree an ' she dug - dug undah dere an ' she packed dat wi t 
mud , an '  j es ' dat fig t ree . See , how a fig tree wi ther , she wither . Ah s een her 
righ t  chere in d e  house heah - she went down lak d a t  [ b ent over ] , an '  nuthin 
could s t raighten her out but de undertaker - he s traighten her out when she died . 
Dat wit her piece . 

(Wi th her monthly piece , you mean? ) 
[Here , as in many places , I knew , but I had to ob tain her defini te s tatement 

for the record . ]  
Yeah . An '  not no be ttah woman den mah aunt - dat whut wus done tub mah aunt . 

Her name wus Phoebe . A woman , de ole lady daid now , Mis s  Harvey , done her dat 
way . 

Take a key an ' a Bib le an '  yo ' call dere name three times an ' dat Bible - � 
know de Bible ain ' t  gonna lie , an ' dat Bib le will turn aroun ' an ' when dat Bible 
turn it gonna fall . When it  fall yo ' know i t ' s  dem . [ Her account of this rite 
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is incomplete ; see Bible and key , in Index . ] Now , if  yo ' want 'em tub bring it 
back , see , yo ' try dat in de house an ' don ' t tell dem nuthin , yo ' know dey got 
it . An '  [ also if] yo ' want 'em tub b ring it back , yo ' git chew a pink candle , 
some honey , sugah an ' den dey ' d  have a blue candle wit a white saucer an '  yo ' 
put dere name underneat ' dat blue candle . But dat pink candle yo ' wanta draw 
' em  back tub yo ' ,  but dat blue candle yo ' axe ' em ,  say ,  "Uncle , "  an ' s tomp yore 
feet three times an ' say ,  "U11cle , ah wants sech-an ' -sech a-one tub come back heah 
an 1 bring whut dey taken away from heah . "  Dey goin ' come an ' dey go in ' put - but 
dey ain ' t goin ' let yo ' see . Den yo ' goin ' find it . 

(Do you know anything about St . Rita? ) 
Ah know she is good fo ' wimmin . She ' ll give a woman plenty fo ' work an ' 

ev ' rythin ' , but she don ' t lak men . An ' she ' ll give yo ' work - she ' ll give yo ' 
plenty bread if yo ' s  a woman . An ' when a man come aroun ' she ' ll make a big dis
turbance an ' dis man ' ll cut chew , or he ' ll beat chew tub death , or  he might shoot 
chew . See . 

(Why doesn ' t  she like men? ) 
Why , dey say her first lover , he deceive her . Yo ' see , she got dat white 

piece heah - see , he cut he� haid . Dat ' s  whut make her she don ' t  lak mens . 
(How would you approach St . Rita? ) [A s tuffy question ! ]  
Git in wit her? [An unstuffy answer ! ]  Lak yo ' got her picture , yo ' burns a 

white light to her an ' yo ' read de 27th Psalm of  David to her , an ' yo ' read , "De 
Lord is mah shepherd an' ah shall not want . "  An '  when yo ' read dat to her , den 
yo ' git up an ' put on yore clothes an ' yo ' axe her , yo ' say , "Now , St . Rita , ah'm  
goin ' out fo ' a j ob .  Yo ' know ah needs bread an ' ah must have it . "  An ' den 
befo ' yo '  git on de street , some white person will call yo '  an ' say ,  ·�o ' wanta 
do a little j ob of work , girl? " But if yo ' got a husban ' she ' ll make him beat 
chew tub death . Ah know dat , ' cause ah had it . See dis cut on mah arm . Dat ' s  
how ah know 1bout it . 

Ah had a husb an ' an ' ah mean , he came in an ' she wus givin ' me ev-e-thin ' long 
as ah didn ' t  have nobody dere - me an ' him wus broke up . An '  when ah taken him 
back he lak tub kill me . See dis cut on mah neck . Dat ' s  why ah know 'bout her . 

St . Peter , he open de do ' s ,  but yo ' gotta git to S t . Peter . See , lak de po ' ch 
heah am lock - knock dat down an '  git it  wit de key part up , an ' yo ' put  him ovah 
de do ' .  An ' now , if yo ' ain ' t got but a nickel , try tub git a nickel ' s  wuth of 
beer , see , an ' when yo ' gittin ' up in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' want a good time in yore 
house an ' some fellahs come in an ' give yo ' money , yo ' j es '  throw beer on ' im 
j es '  throw plenty beer on ' im an ' light a white light . An '  ah bet chew St . Peter 
gon ' a open dat do ' ,  an ' people come from , yo ' don ' t  know where - dey ' ll come an ' 
give yo ' a piece of  bread . Dat ' s  true about St . Peter . 

(Why do you give St . Peter beer? ) 
Fo ' roomers . 
St . Anthony ,  h e  wus a good-time man . See , he ' s  a fellah dat yo ' talk to him -

lak if it ' s  a friend , lak ah done had a friend an ' me an '  him broke up an ' ah 
want him back . Well , Anthony carries de news . See . Ah says to him , ah says , 
"St . Anthony , ah wants yo ' tub go to sech-an ' -sech a house , sech-an ' -sech a place 
an ' b ring sech-an ' -sech a one home tub me . "  See , an ' ah ' ll say ,  "Now , ah ain ' t  
go t no money , but if yo ' ll bring him home tub me ah ' ll present chew a brown 
light , ah ' 11 present yo '  a cigah an ' a drink of whiskey . " An ' de 27th Psalm 
of  David in de Bible . 

(Those Psalms [ she had mentioned before ] , you read to St . Anthony ' s  picture ? )  
Yeah , yo ' read dem Psalms t o  him , but [ differently ] chew read ' em  nine times , 

an ' yo ' say nine Our Father prayers . Yo ' read de Psalms nine times frontwards 
lak this , like yo ' readin ' it right ; then yo ' read it nine times backwards to 
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him , an ' yo ' axe him whut chew want . Ah mean yo ' give it  to him .  
Now , St . Espidee , he keeps yore enemies down - he ' s  go t  his feet on d e  pigeon , 

see , an ' he ' s  fo ' landlords , but he don ' t  want no prayin ' tuh him . Yo ' axe St . 
ESPidee whut chew wants an ' he ' ll give it to yo ' ,  if yo ' don ' t pray to him . 

Yeah . He 1 s  anothah one he keep yo re enemy down , St . Michael , but yo ' gotta be 
so - yo ' know , anything come agains t yo ' ,  yo ' gotta always be rou�h .  Yo ' see , 
lak a person talk to yo ' ,  nevah be easy wit ' em ,  see dey ' ll ovahpower yo ' .  An '  
when dey got somepin tuh say to yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  burn his light , an ' it ' s  a red 
light ' cause he wears a red garment , an ' yo ' git chew a swuhard - yo ' see , lak 
a soldier ' s  swuhard . I f  yo ' cain ' t git none of dem , git chew a wooden swuhard 
made - see , an ' always keep it . _Let it be a little sword lak dat , where yo ' kin 
tote it in yore pocket , an ' yo ' keep dat sword . When yo ' git dat sword ,  yo ' have 
dat sword d�ssed with oil of clover an ' cinnamon oil . See . Yo ' hold dat sword 
an ' yo 1 kin talk to ' em  an ' yo ' done light dat red light home tuh him , an ' yo ' 
kin talk to him an ' ah 'm tellin ' yo ' if  it ' s  yore enemy , dey cain ' t  git up on 
�· 

Yo ' j es '  see ' em  givin ' yo ' da groin , "Oh , yo ' is too fly 
"No , ah ain ' t  too fly , ah 'm j es '  tryin ' tuh keep yo ' off 

from yo ' .  If yo ' give 'em de groin , dey got chew . Dat ' s  de 
devil from yo ' .  

fo ' me . "  
me . "  Yo ' ll 
way yo ' kin 

keep ' em  
conker de 

St . Jude , he totes de axe . He cuts a-loose all trouble yo ' wanta be cut from . 
I f  it ' s  a woman yo ' got an '  yo ' lak , yo ' makin ' good money an ' eve ' y  time yo ' 
undertake tuh give her money [ she doesn ' t  know how to handle money ] , yo ' cain ' t 
yo ' cain ' t  prosper , you know , lak some people cain ' t git up [ in the world ] . He 
kin cut her loose from him [ you] - j es '  gi t 'em on a-dPift . 

(How do you do that ? Do you approach St . Jude any special way? ) 
No , yo ' take a hatchet - buy yo ' a brand-new hatchet an ' yo ' turn it  up at de 

do ' ,  upside down at de do ' lak yo ' turn dat broom , see , but turn it tuh de front 
part of de broom . Yeah , de head part up an ' de handle part , yo ' know , down . An '  
yo ' burn a blue light tuh him , an ' ah bet chew St . Jude will cut her loose from 
yo ' .  She 1 11 go 'way an '  leave some her clothes an ' yo ' don ' t know why she left 
or whut fo ' • She cain ' t - people will axe it , say ,  "Well , why yo ' left so-an ' 
so ? "  She ain ' t no story tuh tell ' em  - cain ' t  understan '  why . 

Ah use her fo ' mah baby . 
(The Mother o f  Perpetual Help? ) 
Yeah , wit de baby . Well , she ' s  fo ' sickness .  See , lak he ' s  sick an ' yo ' 

keeps wit a headache or a neuralgia lak in de j aw .  Well , yo ' light a white 
light to her an '  yo ' pray , an ' if yo ' got a child she give yo ' plenty bread fo ' 
yore baby , an ' den she ' ll move dem pains from yo ' ,  dem aches an ' pains . Dat ' s  de 
Blessed Mo thah Pe ' tual Help . 

Yo ' kin take holy watah , ah know , fo ' two things . Ah kin use holy watah now 
fo ' spirits an '  ah kin use it  agin fo ' lak bringin ' yore husban ' back to yo ' .  
Yo ' git whut dey call dis van- van but don ' t  put too much of  that in that [ holy 
water] ' cause van-van is somepin if  yo ' don ' t sweeten it , it ' ll make trouble . 
Yo ' put a little van-van in it an '  yo ' put holy watah an ' plenty sugah an ' write 
his name wit black ink an ' put it [ the paper] in dat [mixture] an '  j es '  de mo ' 
dat stuff [ van; van ]  yo ' gi t tuh soak in dat papah , de louder dat smell smells 
aroun ' de house . Yo ' put it in ev ' ry little crack where dat stuff kin git . Den 
many peop'le dat pass in ' , "M:mmmh, suah smell good roun ' heah . "  See . He ' 11 reach 
dat s cent all right ; he ' ll reach it  if  he have tuh reach it by talks , somebody 
will tell him , say , "Ah pass yore ole 1 ady house an ' it  suah smell good . Wundah 
whut wus dere?"  See , if yo ' [he ]  ain ' t  ' res ted an ' ain ' t been away a-couple days 
an '  yo ' [he] ain ' t  seen it , yo ' [he]  will make it dere . An '  once he hit dat 
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s cent , he goin ' s tay an ' he ain ' t  comin ' out . He ' s  goin ' t ell yo ' ever ' thing dat 
dey said about chew - dat people talk about yo ' an ' tell yo ' ,  tell yo ' whut even 
his mo thah said . Ah know mah husb an ' done me dat , tole me whut his mama an ' aunt 
say ' b out me . 

(You j us t  write his name once on that piece of paper ? )  
No , nine t imes . 
Yo ' kin use b rown papah b ag - yo ' kin write dere name on brown papah b ag de 

s ame way , an ' yo ' kin take b rown sugah . Now , b rown sugah is mo ' o f  a sarub . 
See , yo ' kin take b rown sugah , cinnamon , stee Z dus t , whi te-ro s e  oil , oil o f  
cloves , an '  put i t  in a quart b o t t le . See . An '  yo ' see d em  honeysuckle roo ts , 
honeysuckle whut smell good . Yo ' t ake dat an ' yo ' boil dat an '  yo ' t ake dat 
watah an ' yo ' mix dat all up together an ' s top it up in dat bottle an ' leave it 
s tay in dere nine days . Ah bet chew s crub yore house an ' yo ' draw plenty a 
cus tomers an ' plenty money . 

Ah seen ' em put mens watah in a b lack bot tle an ' make dem don ' t  pay no no tice 
tuh i t . Jes ' lak yo ' t ake one dem b lack ,  migh t be a b rown beer bot tle , yo ' put 
his watah in dere an ' yo ' put dem needles lak ah ' fo re tole yo ' ,  yo ' s ee , an ' 
aftah yo ' put in dere , yo ' kin j es '  take an ' git chew a beer s t opper - yo ' see , 
lak dem beer seals , lak dat Eagle Beer seal . Yo ' put dat Eagle Beer seal on 
dere , yo ' see . An '  yo ' put de Eagle Beer s eal an '  yo ' have a capper an ' yo ' put 
a top , a beer top an ' yo ' kin set it anywhere on de mantelpiece or anywhere . 
He ' ll nevah have de thought dat dat ' s  his wat ah  but dat ' ll keep him dere . Yo ' ll 
have him undah ' pres sion dat dat i s  a b o t t le o f  beer yo ' been havin ' a long t ime . 
See . Dat s tuff goin ' be in dat b o t t le look lak - in de bot tom o f  i t , yo ' know . 
lak it be a - he ' ll nevah know whut it is . 

Ah seen ' em take vinegah , but whi t e  vinegah .  Yo ' go tuh de C rackerj ack Drug 
S t o ' an ' git it . An '  dey wro te dere name nine t imes wit black ink an ' red ink 
mix togethah - five t ime wit b lack an ' fo ' t imes wit red . An '  yo ' put i t  in dere 
an ' yo ' go  tuh de drug s to ' an ' ax fo ' a nickel o f  quinine , an ' yo ' put dere name 
in it an ' ah bet chew ' ll keep confus ion , j es '  keep ' em  soured agains t one an
o thah . S ee , lak a person , j es '  lak yo ' dis lak ' ' em - j es '  lak when dey see ' em  
comin ' in dis b lock , dey go out de o thah b lo ck .  "Ah don ' t  want nuthin t uh  do wit 
him - sech-an ' -sech a-one , ah don ' t  lak him . " But chew g o t t a  keep dat bot tle 
s top up an '  turn down in de corner , head down s ee .  

(You put b o th the man ' s  name and the woman ' s  name down ? )  
Yeah , together - right together . Her ' n  nine t ime wit dat b lack ink on top 

his ' n ,  an ' de red ink de same way , j es '  on top one ' nothah , but cros sways yo ' 
see - lak dat . Dat keep ' em a�ssed in confusion . 

Now , lak yore hous e  bein ' a�ssed agin . Yo ' kin t ake sulphur but let i t  be 
dat b rick sulphur an ' beat it up , an ' yo ' .take red b ri ck , a piece o f  red b ri ck ,  
an '  yo ' take cinnamon an ' sugah , an '  yo ' s crub yore s t eps an ' sprinkle dat all 
roun ' dere , an '  if it ' s  a fellah wanta throw anything , yo ' heah him holler , "Ooh , 
whut makes yo ' put all dat b ri ck all roun ' yore s teps . "  See , yo ' ll ket ch him lak 
dat . He ain ' t goin ' nevah sprinkle nuthin ' cause he ' d  be s cared . Dat sulphur 
pick it up . Yo ' see sulphur is good fo ' dogs or anything . S ulphur is good fo ' 
human people wit honey - dey t ake i t . S ulphur picks up anyth ing . 

He ah of people takin ' yore dishrag an ' keepin ' yo ' without a mout ' ful tuh eat . 
Yo� be s o  yo ' don ' t  have food in yore house . S ee ,  lak dey cain ' t  come in yore 
hous e , an ' dey see yore dishrag dey kin s t eal yore dishrag an '  t ake it an ' dey 
kin bury i t . An '  yo ' ll be so yo ' know , sometime yo ' ll have a pot tuh put on de 
fiah an '  sometime yo ' won ' t .  S ee . 

An '  ano thah thing lak yore sicknes s .  Dey kin t ake yore dishrag an ' fo ' a 
crook in de neck , see - lak i f  ah s teal i t , ·Come heah an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  see me , 
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an ' ah kin wear it nine days . In nine days it will fall off an ' de crook leave 
mah neck , out mah neck . 

Jes ' take yo ' some brown sugah an '  ever ' time dey - if it ' s  yo ' an ' yore wife 
in de house . An '  ever ' time yo ' come in j es '  - not  where she kin see it , throw 
sugah lak dat in de combs where she cain ' t see it . Jes ' always keep sugah . She 
can ' t do nuthin - she j es '  be lovely an ' nice wit yo ' .  

(That keeps peace in the home? ) 
Yeah , dat keeps peace . 
Now , lak dey wanta run people 'way in de woods or somepin lak dat , or eithah 

dey wanta git chew out - have yo ' wit speckles or lepisy [ leprosy ] lak a eetch 
[ itch ] . Dey go tub de Crackerj ack Drug Sto ' an ' dey git dat stuff cowlitch [ cow
itch? ] - yo ' see , lak some people be ' s  rubbin ' a dog , j es '  playin ' wit him .  Well 
dey dress him .  See , when dey dress dat dog , dey takes dat gum outa dey pipe wit 
a s traw ,  yo ' know , an ' lak yo ' do ' - yo ' see , lak yo ' be settin ' out an ' yore do ' 
be  open . Well , dey j es '  run dat s traw in dere an ' tetch dat dog . He goin ' run 
right in yore house an ' he goin ' j ump all in yore bed .  He goin ' j ump all on de 
chairs an ' things . Den right where yo ' git  in dat bed dat ' s  where de eetch goin ' 
take yo ' .  I t  don ' t do de dog nuthin . Yeah , dat give yo ' de eetch . 

Take dere socks an ' take dey hair out dere haid an ' bury it at de rivah , an ' 
j es '  as dat watah ketch it in dere an ' as dat watah wash dat sand , dat ' s  j es '  de 
way dey wash dem away . Ah done seen dat . 

Ah seen wrote people name on papah nine times an ' de backside of  a chicken . 
Dey git  cayenne peppah , gFaVeyapd diPt an ' den put de dirt from off dey step -
j es '  lak de dirt underneat ' dere step ,  take some of dat . An '  dey done roll dat 
papah up an ' shove it in dat chicken in de backside , an '  turn dat chicken loose -
see , lak some chicken fly and run , go ovah de fence an ' things an ' yo ' cain ' t  
ketch ' em .  Dat chicken j es '  wander till dey wander off in de woods . But it be 
a black frizzly chicken yo ' gotta do dat wit . Dat ' s  de way de person will wander 
away at night an ' yo ' ll nevah know when dey left . Yo ' ll nevah heah from ' em from 
dis day to dat , an '  nobody see ' em .  Ah have seen dat happen . 

Now , lak if a woman , she ' s  lak ' cross de rivah or  in de country or  somepin lak 
dat an ' yo ' wanta bring her to yo ' .  See , lak yo ' connect . Yo ' gits de piece of 
yellah cotton , brand-new an '  ' s tid yo ' dis chargin ' ,  she will . Well , yo ' take dat 
s tuff an ' yo ' wipe her an '  keep dat piece . Yo ' go in de woods where dey got de 
great big red antses . See , lak if yo ' seen her one time an ' yo ' took a likin ' to 
her an ' yo ' nevah had a chance tub see her no mo ' .  Yo ' unders tand whut ah mean? 
Yo ' put dat underneat ' dere where dem red antses is an ' yo ' shet dat down , an ' 
dem antses git tub workin ' lak dat . Ah don ' t care where she at , she on pins an ' 
needles an '  she say ,  "Ah wanta see dat man , ah 'm  go in ' find dat man . "  See , yo ' 
run up on her , looking fo ' her an ' she be lookin ' fo ' -yo ' - yo ' meet her . 

(But you have to have this cloth from this particular woman that you want to 
bring to you? ) 

Yes . 
Heah of ' em us in ' turtle shell , lak yo ' pull all de meat out de turtle shell . 

Ah have seen ' em use dat . Dey say yo ' put dat underneat ' yore mattress an ' put 
chure spring on dere an ' yo ' ll nevah have a bedbug .  Ah have used dat . 

Now , yo ' see , yo ' take a red onion an ' yo ' git writin ' papah an ' yo ' put dere ' . 
name on dere n�ne times . An '  yo ' ,  if yo ' kin git  into dey clothes , yo ' git - de 
mos ' bes t  thing is dey drawers , a piece of a pair of dey drawers , an ' yo ' cut de 
seat out of ' em .  See , yo ' kin burn the o thah part up , but yo ' s t i ck it  in dat 
red onion . Yo ' stick it in dat red onion an' yo ' put cayenne pepp ah an' s alt  in 
dat , an '  let it be cayenne peppah yo ' j es '  bout [bought]  out de s to ' . Whut yo ' 
axe a person , lak yo ' s ay ,  "Gimme some peppah , "  see , "let it be  a fresh box . "  
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An '  yo ' bury it  [ the d�ssed onion ] . An ' aftah yo ' bury it , then yo ' leave it  
s tay in de ground nine days an ' yo ' t ake it  up , an ' ever ' where in de mawnin ' when 
de sun rise , yo ' set it up high where it could dry . Jes ' lak i t  wither , j es ' lak 
de pod [ outs ide skin ] fall off it , dat ' s  j es '  de way if dey ain ' t ailin ' wi t one 
thing , dey ailin ' wit de o thah - dis hurt an ' de o thah hurt . An ' dey pas s off 
into de o thah worl ' . 

Kin do de Oirish [ I rish ]  potato de s ame way . 
Us in ' de skin off dey feets . See , ah have made cof fee - see , lak a fellah , 

i f  yo ' want him tuh love yo ' ,  yo ' know , soak yore feet an '  yo ' s tart from de toe 
wit a knife an '  yo ' s crape all dat o f f . Yo ' cut dem fingernails an '  toenails an ' 
put dat in de coffee an '  yo ' put de coffee in de pot an '  yo ' drip it , an '  give it 
t o  him t uh drink . Yo ' cain ' t  git rid of him tuh s ave yore life . 

Lak s omeone sprinkle fo ' yo ' tuh p i ck up . See , lak yore fee t are swelled 
[be cause someone sprink led for you ] . Git nine pods of garlic an ' yo ' wears ' em  
in yore pocket . An '  git the parsley root , not de top o f  de pars ley - dey got 
parsley wit three roots , yo ' see , de three prongs , an '  yo ' wear dat in yore 
pocket . Don ' t care whut chew walk ovah , yore feet will swell but it will go 
right down . 

(You wear that in either pocket ? )  
Yeah , in each one o f  yore pockets - yo ' put i t  in dere . 
[ Pains in the legs or swollen feet are caused by walking over something 

sprink led or something buried ; the lat ter usually a root - so they say . ] 
Yo ' file a dime an ' yo ' take dat dus t , yo ' see , an ' when dat dus t  it  git done 

dried , lak a fellah drink - dat ' s  when yo ' wanta put a spider in dere s tomach , 
den yo ' put dat dus t in dere . When yo ' put dat dus t in dere , dat forms aig s an ' 
dem aig s hat ch dem spiders . An ' dey j es ' eat , eat , eat an '  dey die . 

(How do you get those live thing s out o f  a person? ) 
Yo ' kin go tuh de drug s to ' an ' yo ' kin g i t  olive oil , git dat pure olive oil , 

an '  when yo ' git dat pure olive oil yo ' pray ovah it nine days - pray Our Father 
prayers ovah it nine days . Then yo ' give ' em three b ig t ab lespoons ful , an '  aftah 
yo ' givin ' ' em three big tab lespoons ful , yo ' git a live spider - ket ch one an ' 
yo ' j es ' put him lak on dere ne ck . Jes ' make him crawl all aroun ' but don ' t  let 
him meet chew up ; let him leave from dis side an ' go all de way roun ' , an ' when 
he git mos ' heah , yo ' ket ch him .  Den dey ' ll ask fo ' de bucket t uh urinate into 
it . Have mo ' dem spiders come out ' em den . 

(You don ' t  let that spider completely crawl around the ne ck? ) 
No , i f  dey do dey kill ' em .  
[ The pre ceding spider i s  a good example o f  what I call the uncompleted-circle 

rite , whi ch may be an invers ion of the completed- circle rite such as when shin
gles (herpes zoster) meet and are in folklore thought to cause death - (see FACI , 
1st ed . , p . 2 6 9 , No . 546 7 ; 2ed . , p . 240 , No . 53 8 7 ) . Mag ically , the live spiders 
within should have come out normally through the mouth ; here they are urinated 
out according to the mag ic rite of the contrary - contrary direction in this 
case . I f  you believe the live spiders were within , surely you mus t also believe 
they could come out either way . This is also an example of like cures like 
(p . 394)  - spider to cure spider . ]  

Now , yo ' kin t ake - git people ' s mes s  an ' yo ' put it  in two b rown papah b ags 
an, yo ' write dis man name an '  dis woman name nine t imes an ' yo ' hang it  up in 
de house fo ' nine days , an ' dat j es '  keep ' em lak it ' s  somepin - ever ' time yo ' 
come on ' em dey in a confus ion , some ole mes s o r  s omepin lak dat , j es '  keep ' em  
lak dat . As long as dat s t ink , dat s t ink goin ' roun ' . 

(You t ake some o f  anybody ' s  pas s ag e ? ) 
Yes , anybody pas s age an ' do dat . 
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(And you put this man ' s  name nine times on a p iece o f  paper , and the woman ' s ? )  
An '  de woman ' s  cros sways . Put i t  righ t in dat bag o f  mes s  - one bag . One bag 

of mess but let it be two bags tub keep it  from dripp in ' . 
(You put one b ag ins ide the o ther? ) 
Yeah , an ' yo ' tie i t  up ovahhaid in some ole shed o r  ' no thah , yo ' know , out of 

do ' s .  Long as hit s t ink ,  long as dey goin ' be s t inkin ' . 
Now , yo ' seen ' em ,  go t dose dOminick pullet . 
[ The pre ceding sentence reads : "Now , you seen them dominicks ; they go t (one 

of) dose domini ck pulle ts . " ] 
(One o f  these dbminickers ? )  
[ The Dominique chi cken , an American breed wi th rose comb , yellow legs and 

b arred plumage , o ften called domini ck or dbminicker - the wo rd usually known to 
folklore in a weather rhyme or couplet : "Dominicker sky ,  s torm close by " (FACI , 
1st ed . , p . 21 , No . 5 40 ; 2ed . , p . 6 , No . 1 3 2 ) . ]  

Yes . An '  yo ' see , de do cto r  had been to her an ' she couldn ' t  deliver de 
chile . Dey didn ' t  know whut tub do , an ' ole woman - a ole woman in de country , 
ah seen dat wus done - an ' she s ay ,  "Well , go out dere an ' ket ch a chi cken . "  
[ They caught a dOmini ck pullet . ]  An '  dey didn ' t  kill de chi cken , dey put dat 
chi cken in dat s lop j ar an ' dey po ' dat ho t bo ilin ' watah on it , an ' den p i ck 
all dem feathers o ff dat , an ' took de chi cken an '  throw de chi cken away , an ' she 
sot [ s at ] on dere , an '  righ t aftah dat s team s team up , dey had de p allet dere an ' 
de chile bo ' n .  I t  bo ' n  s ix a ' clo ck dat evenin ' .  

Take a p iece o f  bread an ' go buy yo ' a rope out de s to ' an ' yo ' make nine 
kno ts in it an ' put it , j es ' lak dat ' s  de gallery [ veranda or porch in southern 
United States ] , right undah de s ill where nobody cain ' t see i t - lak dat , j es ' 
where she pas s in '  ovah dat . Well , she cain ' t bo ' n  dat chile an ' de do ctor has 
tub take it  from her . 

(You buy that rope ? )  
New rope out de s to ' , put nine kno t s , an ' put it undah de s i ll o f  de s teps . 
Dey make tea . Take de sut [ soo t ]  out de s tove an ' put i t  in a whi te piece o f  

rag yo ' know , an '  p u t  a ho t boilin ' pot of watah under i t  an '  let it boil . Yo ' 
b o il it t ill it  turn kinda brownish an ' put two drops o f  s ug ah in dere an ' a 
lit t le p inch o f  whiskey . Take dat fo ' cramp roun ' dere [ the b aby ' s ]  navel . 

[ I  ask about the meaning o f  a whirlwind . ]  
That go in ' b e  troub le . 
(This whirlwind . )  
That ' s  good fo ' if  someone goin ' throw things at chew [ thPOW for rather than 

thPOW at is the technical term ] - dat lye eats up all dat s tuff dey throws . Yo ' 
take a can o f  lye an ' yo ' dig a hole at chure s tep an ' yo ' put holes in it , in 
de can , on de top , an ' yo ' bury i t . An ' when it rain l�k dat an ' dat watah 
floats aroun ' lak dat , dat lye eats all dat - all dat [ hoodoo ] germ goes in dat 
lye . 

( S t .  Raymond is for money? How would they handle him? ) 
Yo ' give him a nickel bunch of pars ley an ' on a Thursday , lak today Thursday , 

Thurs day mawnin ' when yo ' g i t  up yo ' g i t  a green light an '  a bunch of parsley an ' 
yo ' put a nickel at him [ in front of his s tatue o r  p i cture ] , an ' yo ' ask him , 
s ays , "St . Raymond , ah wants some money , an ' if ah g i t  money , ah 'm goin ' pay 
yo ' . " See , when yo ' pay him yo ' give him three nickels . See , an ' he ' s  goin ' 
bring yo ' money , but he want yo ' tub use green things . He ain ' t goin ' b ring yo ' 
no change - he goin ' b ring yo ' green money . Yo ' gotta use pars ley an ' green 
candles . 

(What do you do with that money - those three ni ckels when yo ' pay him? ) 
Yo ' leave ' em  s tay dere . An ' befo ' yo ' g ive [ p ay ]  out , yo ' want a piece o f  
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b read tub te tch dat [money ] ,  [ so th at ] yo ' goin ' always have anothah p iece [ o f  
b read ] . Yo ' goin '  have mo ' money so dat yo ' won ' t  nevah have tub te tch dat 
three ni ckels . See . Well , yo ' say ,  "But ah ain ' t  got but a quartah . " Yo ' 
spend dat quarter an ' say ,  "Well , ah got three nickels [ left ] . " An ' ' fore yo ' 
kin say dat , somebody come ' long an' g ive yo ' somep in .  Yo ' won ' t  have tub tetch 
dem three ni ckels , yo ' see , be cause befo ' yo ' git ready [ to ]  say ,  "Well , ah 'm 
broke - ah ain ' t  got no money - ah won ' t take dem three [ nickels ]  from St . 
Anthony [ S t . Raymond ] " - den someb ody rap on yore do ' an ' come an '  g ive yo ' 
some money . Yo ' won ' t  have tub nevah te tch dat . 

Yo ' kin take a lamp an ' yo ' kin wri te a man ' s  name nine times on dere an '  
yo r ' n  nine times wi t indelible penci l , an ' git s ug ah , cinnamon an ' steel dust . 
Take yore numbah eigh t b lack thread [ demons trates ] an ' den tie dat name up lak 
dat , wi t nine knots an ' sew it on de wick . When yo ' sew it on de wi ck , yo ' git 
a piece of red flannen an ' put in dere , an ' dat will draw him . Don ' t  care where 
he be yo ' know , he git worried an ' his mind will j es ' roll acro s s  - j es ' keeps 
him wi t a rollin ' headache an ' his mind j es '  lives right on yo ' .  I f  he don ' t  
git to yo ' ,  he ' ll s oon go cra zy in a few days . 

(You write his name down nine times and yours nine times ? )  [ That ' s  what she 
said . ] 

Oh no , don ' t  put mah name on dere , j es '  pu t his name , ' caus e dat ' ll keep me 
wi t a headache . 

(And you j us t  burn this lamp ? )  
Yeah , burn dis - keep dat lamp continual h umin ' . Yo ' b uys a box o f  matches 

an '  yo ' b uys a ni ckel oil , yo ' see , an ' don ' t let nob ody light o f f  it an '  don ' t 
yo ' light off i t  yoreself . Jes ' keep it continual humin ' . 

Yo ' axe de lamp a ques t ion - lak yo ' have de lamp low an ' it won ' t be 1 Uffi2in ' 
yo ' know , yo ' ll axe i t , say ,  "Well , i s  sech-an ' -sech a-one comin ' back to me ? " 
I f  ah had a light heah ah could show yo ' , yo ' know . Dat ligh t  will give yo ' de 
s ign . 

(You have to ask it though , when his name is ins ide on that wi ck? ) 
Yessuh , axe dat ques tion . 
Ah heard a woman s ay she buried it - says she buried it in a tree , put i t  in 

a oak tree , dis bow out de man ' s  hat an ' de sweatb and . But she didn ' t  take de 
b and out s o  he ' 11 know i t . She took a razor blade an ' she j es ' cut - yo ' know 
when yo ' cut a b ow ,  de hatb and o f  a bow ,  it will doub le b ack undah lak dat - chew 
cain ' t  tell it . An ' she j es '  shave de edges o f f  an ' she j es '  bury it an ' she 
sho ' did run him crazy . He in Jackson right now - dis fellah s tone crazy . 

Git dat b lackj ack s tick ,  lak yo ' gits  a piece of blackj ack , a piece o f  wood -
yo ' git it out de woods . Yo ' git dat blac�Ck wit dem knots on it an ' yo ' take 
dat blackj ack s t i ck an ' yo ' kin dress i t , ss it wi t oowletch or ei thah any-
thing yo ' wan t a .  An ' lak a person done yo ' somepin in de s treet chew know , an ' 
yo ' wanta whip ' em till dey die , yo ' j es '  h it ' em one or two l icks ' cross dey 
shoulders an '  once ' cross dey haid . Ah bet chew kill ' em wit dat blackj ack 
s ti ck - dey dressed . Ah know a woman , ano thah woman kilt her wit a blackj ack 
s tick .  Yo ' mus t  hit ' em .  See , lak i f  yo ' have a fus s wi t ' em ,  somepin , yo ' 
gotta walk out an ' hit ' em dem three licks right acros s  de haid lak dat . Dey 
j � '  wi ther away lak dat . Ah know Miz Hes ter wus a b ig fat woman an ' when Mis ' 
Tillie hit her , Miz Hes ter went away tub nuthin . 

Ah heah talk o f  put tin ' peop le in a bottle an ' lak yo ' want a b reak ' em up , yo ' 
take dat ho t s tuff - see , lak dat red ho t s tuf f [ p epper sauce ] . Yo ' put dere 
name in dere , nine times in dere wi t red ink , an ' yo ' git some of de dirt from 
unde rneat ' dey s tep , an ' yo ' j e s '  g i t  up in de mawnin ' an ' j es '  kick it in ever ' 
corner an '  curse it . 
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(This bottle? ) 
Yeah , roll it an ' kick it . Jes ' de way yo ' ki ckin ' i t  dat ' s  j es ' de way dat 

man s tart on dat woman - he s tart tub fight in ' an ' beat in ' her up de s ame way . 
(You j us t  put i t  in this bot tle of ho t s tuff . )  
Jes ' kick it all roun ' an ' j es '  run him crazy . Wri te de name nine t imes in 

red ink . 
(End o f  157 9 . ) 

PUBLI CITY AND HEALING 

IF YO ' WANTA DO EVIL WORK • • •  YO ' HAVE TO WORK WIT DE MOON 
WHEN DE MOON AN ' MARS IS IN COOPERATION TOGETHER • • •  

BECAUSE MARS REPRESENTS WARS AN ' RUMORS OF WARS AN ' STORMS • • •  
IF YO ' WANTA DO GOOD TO A PERSON • • •  

YO ' HA VE  TO WORK IT WHEN JUPITER IS RULING • • •  
DERE ' S  DIFF 'RENT SIGNS OF DE ZODIC [ ZODIAC] 

YO ' HA VE TO DO IT IN • • •  
SOMETIME YO ' HA VE  TO WAIT UNTIL DE MOON 

GO INTO ECLIPSE WIT DE SUN • • •  
TO DO GREAT MIRA CLE THINGS LIKE DAT 

YO ' KIN TAKE DAT MIRROR AN ' WOK IN DE MIRROR 
AN ' TELL WHUT A PERSON 'S DOIN ' 

IF YO ' WERE HEAH [IN FLORIDA ] AN ' DEY WERE IN NEW YORK 
IT BE JES ' DE SAME AS YO ' WUS RIGHT DERE WOKIN ' AT 'EM 

IT 'LL TAKE EFFECT ON DEM 
WHICH WE CALL "SHOOTIN ' A PERSON T 'ROUGH DE AIR " 

SEE IT WILL CA USE DERE BRAIN TO RUN OUT T 'ROUGH DE NOSE 
BECA USE AH KNOWED DAT TO HAPPEN 

WHITE 'S FATHER� A FELLAH [IN FWRIDA ] � JES ' WALKIN ' 'WNG 
AN ' HIS BRAIN CAME OUT T 'ROUGH DE NOSE AN ' HE FELL DEAD 

WELL DEY SAY HE WAS SHOT IN NEW YORK CITY BY A MAN 

AS I SAY� A PERSON KIN DO ME DAT WAY 
BUT IF YO ' KNOW WHUT TO DO 

TO KEEP FRCM PIN IN ' AWAY OR GOIN ' AWAY TO NUTHIN AN ' DYIN ' 
WELL DERE 'S THINGS DAT YO ' KIN DO TO A VOID DAT • • •  

BUT A PERSON DON 'T KNOW IT 
DEY DON 'T KNOW YO ' KNOW [ WHERE TO GO FOR HELP] 

AN ' DAT 'S WHY DEY HA VE TO SUFFER 
FOR THINGS DAT COULD BE A VOIDED 

ST . PETERSBURG , FLORIDA 

[Whe ther th�re is here a hint of resentment a t  the pub l i city the medical 
profession re ceives , I do not know , but info rmant 1053 does s ay the lack of 
pub li ci ty for his fellow workers causes suffering among persons who have b een 
hoodooed - these latter not knowing where to find someone like himsel f ,  qualified 
to remove spells . His qualificat ions are presented on cyl inders Cl26 : 10-Cl34 : 6  = 
1707 : 10-1714 : 6 . ] 
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[ Late yesterday , when I gave the manuscript of this interview to my stenogra
pher , I did not know what tomorrow would bring forth . This morning , Tuesday , 
April 2 2 , 1969 , on television ' s  Today Show , I heard that 10 , 000 witches and 
wizards in Italy were demanding public recognition of their profession by the 
government or else . They threatened to confuse parliament . One cynic replied 
that even fortunetellers and seers could not confuse what was already confused ! 
And that word PUBLICITY in the title was chosen only several days ago ! ]  

(How would you run a person away from town with his foot track? ) 
Well take dere .foot track an ' take an ' put it in a piece of  paper ,  put some 

salt an '  red pepper in it an '  some gunpowder ,  place it in dere chimley an '  set 
fire to it , an '  let de smoke go up de chimley . 

[Among many foot track rites to send a pePson , this one in the chimney is 
unique . 1 

(What foot track would they use and what part of  it? ) 
De left . Git de foot track an ' take de left sock of  de person . 
(What foot track do you take? ) 
De left - an '  sew it  up or tie it  up , an '  go an ' take an '  drop it in a well , 

an '  dat will make de person stay with yo ' den . 
Take de fingernails an ' s crape dem , put ' em  in whiskey or a drink , de drinks 

dat person drink yo ' know ; an ' [but ] clean out from undah yo ' fingernails first 
an '  den scrape an ' put in dere , an ' shake it up an '  give it to ' em  in drinks . 
An ' dat will make de person pleased to yo ' ,  yo ' know . 

Well , yo ' kin take a person an ' measure ' em  yo ' know , an ' draw de form of  de 
person - yo ' understand , draw it even into a coffin . Or place ' em  into de coffin 
where yo ' kinnot see anything but from about dere waist on up in de coffin , an '  
write de name so many times . 

(How many times do you write that name? ) 
Nine times , write it wit red ink , an ' dat would cause de person to pine away -

yo ' know , pine away an '  be sickly ; an '  nobody , no doctor , can ' t  cure ' em  except , 
yo ' know , dey git someone dat understand dat kind of a business , yo ' know . 

(Well now , what do you mean by a coffin? Do you mean a real coffin? This 
whole measurement appears on a real coffin? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
Yo '  kin go to  de forks of  de road about midnight or  between midnight an '  day , 

take an '  ole shoe sole wit yuh . Say two people ' ll come up dere - one white tall 
form of a person an ' a low chunky dark person , an ' both of  ' em  will prevail wit 
yuh agains t bein ' a spirit . An ' if  yo ' wanta do evil , yo ' throw the ole [ shoe ] 
sole to de little ole chunky dark-skin fellah an ' say some certain words . Ah 
know ' em  but ah can ' t  place ' em  j est now . 

An ' then yo ' go on back .  I f  yo ' start back , dey say he will overtake yo ' ,  yo ' 
understand , an '  yo ' be done whut chew call sold yoreself to de devil . Then yo ' 
kin do all kind of miracles an '  things - disappear an '  everything , turn to a 
witch , and anything that chew wanta [ do ]  see yo ' kin do it  prackly [ practically ] . 

(And what do you do about this white fellow? ) 
Well , dat ' s  to do good work an ' prevail against evil doin ' s .  

• [ After the preceding fork o f  the road , informant logically follows with a 
crossroad rite - the magic mirror . ]  

Buy yo ' a lookin ' glass , small lookin ' glass j es '  like yo ' buy in de Ten Cent 
Store , an ' go to de crossroads - cross two pathways , yo ' know . Roads cross like 
dat [ demonstrates ] .  

(Like an X . )  
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Yes . 
Yo ' kin wri te certain things on dat lookin ' glas s an ' p lace i t  under de 

ground - where do s e  people will walk over it - at a certain hour an ' let i t  s tay 
dere three days , an ' re turn at de s ame hour on de third day an ' take i t  out . An ' 
yo ' kin take dat mirror an ' look in de mirror an '  tell whut a pers on ' s  doin ' - i f  
yo ' were heah an ' dey were in New York , it be j es '  de s ame as yo '  wus righ t dere 
lookin ' at ' em .  

( Do you know what words you s ay? ) 
Ah could wri te ' em down , but ah can ' t j es ' speak ' em out chew know . 
(You mean you could wri te them down for me ? )  

Yes s i r .  
D e  firs t word is [ he wri tes on a piece o f  paper ] , "Apax , Seerax , Atax . " At ' s  

all i ' tis - j es ' three words . 
[What be came o f  the wri ting ? Either he kept it o r  I later put i t  in this 

cylinde r case and los t i t . ]  
(You s ay thos e  when you go there ? ) 
Yes . 
( And there was s ome thing else , s ome thing about the leng th of time . ) 
Place [bury ] i t  dere at a certain hour - any hour in de nigh t . Yo ' know , a 

spiP ' chuaZ hoUP j es ' in de night - certain hour - an ' yo ' go back there on de 
third day at de s ame hour . 

(You s ay these three words once or more than once? ) 
Say i t  three times . 
(Each time you go - the firs t time you go? ) 

Writes it on dere , yo ' don ' t  speak ' em - writes ' em on de mirror , go t ta 
engrave i t . 

In doin ' wi tchcPa[t WoPk yo ' have to buy candles .  Yo ' have to b uy a whi te 
candle , red candle an ' a b lack candle , an ' i t ' s  a ce rtain hour that chure t o  burn 
each candle , but yo ' re to make a circle around de candle an ' yo ' git on de ins ide 
o f  de cir cle . 

An '  take de candles - and de firs t candle dat chew ligh t , if yo ' wanta do any
thing good fo ' a person , yo ' light s de white candles , see . An '  yo ' put [ say o r  
pronounce ] s uch words a s  yo ' wanta .  Yo ' s upposed to speak whils t d e  candles are 
humin ' s ee , but you mus t make yore vow an ' speak de word three t imes , zhoo know , 
any time yo ' perfo rm anything like that . 

But the black candle is also to de evil agains t persons - caus e people to be 
unsuccess ful in anything that they undertake , o r  to cause people to lose dere 
homes , or p roperty , or dere money , or anything of de kind lak dat . 

An '  dat red candle is to caus e dat person to suffer severe an ' be s i ck -
although yo ' kin take de b lack candle an ' cause people to die , yo ' see , by 
burning it an ' speak sech words to dat effect , p ronouncing de names of de persons 
dat chew wish to do evil to . See . 

Den after dat yo ' gi t  out o f  d e  circle an ' sit  down . · S tre t ch yore fee ts out 
jes ' l ak yo '  set flat down on de floor an ' s tret ch b o th feets out , an ' then yo ' 
repeat whatsomever yo ' s upposed to repeat an '  name de person until de candle -
an ' den b low de candle out . An ' dat person will die . 

(In making this circle do you make it out o f  any parti cular material - draw 
i t  wi th a pie� o f  chalk or some thing ? )  

Yes , s ir , yo ' kin take chalk . 
( But you mus t s tand in this circle while doing this work? ) 
S tands in the circle , ye ah . 
(And do you have these candles mixed there ? Or do you j us t  put whi te candles 

around the circle , and then put black [ o r re d ]  candles around ? Any particular 
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number of candles ? )  
Nine . Yes s ir - j es '  whi te , nine . 
( That is nine whi te candles i f  you want to do good , and nine b lack [ for evil 

or death , and nine red for s icknes s ] . You j us t  s i t  in the center o f  thos e ? ) 
That ' s  righ t . 
(Well , are these candles around in a ring - around this circle ? )  
Ins ide , right round de circle . 
(Oh , on the ins ide around the circle . ) 
You have to draw the circle large enough to expand - to have room enough an ' 

purchase enough , yo ' s ee , to move around in , an ' when yo ' pronouncin ' de words 
yo ' mus t turn yore face directly towards de eas t [ d emons trates ] .  

(And hold your h ands together as i f  you were in prayer - j us t  as you are doing 
now . ) 

Sure . 
Ah ' ve heard that you have to go to a j uniper berry tree an ' bend it  - dere ' s  

apt to be a young j uniper berry where yo ' kin bend i t  ovah towards yo ' ,  see . An ' 
yo ' bend it ovah towards de s unrise , s ee ,  an '  pronounce whatsomevah yo ' want to 
pronounce or call de person t o  do , or anything of de kind lak dat . An '  take de 
hair o f  de person , tie it to de b ranches an ' then , after yo ' pronounce it for 
three times , then yo ' let the branch wave backwards an ' forwards . Well , yo ' kin 
cause de person to go backwards , forwards , or either s tand s t i ll where dey can ' t  
do anyth ing but be motionles s .  

( Do you go to that j uniper tree at any parti cular time ? )  
Yes , s ir - before de sunrise . 
Well , i f  a person tried to work harm agains t chew o r  anything , yo ' mus t refer 

b ack to de Bib le an ' yo ' mus t read - firs t read , pronounce three times de thir
teen [ 13th ] P s alms o f  David , pronounce it  three times . Then yo ' turn over an ' 
go to de 43rd P s alms an '  pronounce hit three times in de mornin ' befo ' sunrise , 
an ' then yo ' mus t s ay de 2 3rd P s alms seven times b efo ' goin ' tub bed at nigh t . 
Do d a t  fo ' three mornin ' s  success ful [ in succes s ion] an '  nobody could d o  y o ' any 
harm in no way , shape , form o r  - no fashion . 

There ' s  things dat chew kin do . Yo ' kin write yo ' a seal fo ' pro tec tion an ' 
to draw or gain influence with people - to caus e people t o  patronize yo ' .  An ' 
yo ' kin even have s tuff dat yo ' purchas e cheaper an '  sell it  at yore own price 
by wri ting certain s eals an ' placing it  ovah de do ' - yo ' know , in de sealing 
[ s il l ]  o f  de do ' where i t  won ' t  be protected [ detected ] by people , an '  all yore 
goin ' out an ' comin ' in will be b les t ,  an ' yo ' will be succes s ful in all yore 
undertakings .  

Yo ' kin take a woman ' s hair - at leas t anyone ' s  hair - cut it  - three bunches 
from de - one from de mole [mold] of de haid an '  one from de s ide of de temple , 
from each t emple . That ' s  three locks . C ours e i f  i t  isn ' t  but three s trands from 
each place , it would be j es '  de same - see , yo ' wouldn ' t  have to cut enough fo ' 
a person to detect i t . But chew kin git dat hair - course hair dat be combed 
from de haid is dead hair , i t ' s  no good , yo ' couldn ' t  do anything with i t , but 
chew has to git live yo ' s ee an ' cut it . Take an '  s ew  i t  up on de ins ide o f  yore 
underwear an '  wear i t , an '  that will cause de person tub nevah leave yo ' long as 
de� live , regardles s to how it is yo ' would treat ' em o r  anything of de kind , dey 
would s ti ck dat much closer to yo ' .  

Take a person ' s  hair if i t ' s  live , anything o f  de kind like dat , an '  take i t  
an ' carry i t  an ' put it in a b i rd ' s  nes t  an ' let de b i rds set on i t  an '  every
thing , an ' it will caus e a person to go crazy . 

Yo ' kin t ake a cat an '  a doz - yo ' know a dog hates a cat an '  a cat hates a 
dog , yo ' know dere not friendly . Yo ' kin put ' em b o th in front of each o ther -
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well , yo ' know de bris tle will go up , yo ' know agains t each other . Well , yo ' kin 
take a s cissors an ' clip it - clip de bris tles , j es '  a small quantity o f  ' em  offa 
de dog an ' off de cat , an ' mix ' em  together an ' sprinkle ' em  roun ' in de house , 
an ' de owner of  de house can ' t s tay dere ' less dose  bris tles are taken up . 

(That j us t  causes confusion - everybody will move out . )  
That ' s  right - everybody . 
Dat ' s  to cause a person to love yuh an ' to s tay with yuh an ' to  take advantage 

of dem in every way dat chew possibly can . 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  chamber lye , yo ' see , an ' s top it up in a bottle an ' 

take i t  an ' bury it  under yore front do ' steps , but s tand de bottle up on its 
neck . Put de s topper in tight where it  won ' t leak out an ' turn it  bottomside 
upwards an '  kiver it up . Dey will always be loving an '  kind to yo ' an ' s tay at 
home . 

Well , a person go  to dereself - yo ' know , lavatory , anything like dey go out . 
It ' s  not like - yo ' know we have toilets  now , yo ' know , to flush ; but befo ' dat 
if  a person go out to do a j ob or anything , dey take dat an ' go to a tree , an ' 
take a auger an ' bo ' yo ' a hole in de tree , an ' put it  in de tree an ' take yo ' a 
peg an ' drive it  in dere tight . An '  every mornin ' fo ' nine mornin ' s  go dere an ' 
tap it one lick , an ' de ninth mornin ' dat dey tap it  dey ' ll die , cause i t  will 
lock dere bowels an ' dere ain ' t nobody kin open dem . 

Yo ' kin take a person ' s  name - dat ' s  to run a person away from home i f  yo ' 
wanta git rid of  ' em ,  or they treat yo ' so ill yo ' glad dat dey gone , [ or ]  hurt 
chew or inj ure yo ' in any way , an ' [or ]  to avoid troub le wit dat person or any
thing - yo ' kin take dere name an ' write it on a new piece of board . Write it  on 
a new piece of board nine times an ' walk down to a running stream of  water , an ' 
take it an ' throw it  ovah yore shoulder back into the running stream , an ' walk 
right s traight off an ' say ,  "I command thee to go , In de Name of God de Father , 
God de Son , and God de Holy Ghos t , "  an ' walk off an ' don ' t look back an ' dat 
person will travel . An '  dey won ' t  give yo ' any troub le .  

I f  a person got a severe cut an ' dey bleedin ' an ' yo ' wants to s top de blood -
by callin ' dere name , j es '  knowin ' de name of  a person an ' callin ' dere name , an '  
repeatin ' de other part dat g o  with it , yo ' kin stop de blood regardless tub 
where they are . It ' s  a [ something from Ezekiel]  - will -s top ins tantly . 

(What is it ? Something from Ezekiel? ) 
Yassuh , something from Izekal . Then [ another method ] yo ' kin count from 50 

back down to 1 three times an ' call - pronounce a person ' s  name at de end o f  each 
period , an ' that will s top it . 

(That will s top the bleeding . )  
Take de bow out of a man ' s  hat an ' sew it up into a new piece o f  bleached or  

unbleached cloth , an ' take it an ' put it , yo ' know , in  certain places in  de house 
or in dere trunk - anywhere yo ' put it  in or anything - say that will make ' em  
love yo ' ,  closer to yo ' .  

Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoe an ' yo ' kin go to the shoe shop - yo ' know , like 
yo ' would take a person ' s  shoe an ' go to a shoe shop . An ' it ' s  a kind of a dust 
dey call tangle[oot. 

[Tang le[oot ,  before the universal use of window and door s creens , used to b e  
the trade name , a s ticky paper t o  catch house flies . ]  

Yes sir , an ' then there ' s  a powder they call hot-foot powder. Well , yo ' kin 
take it an '  go to de shoe shop , or yo ' kin do it yoreself - split de seams of dat 
shoe , unders tand , an ' sprinkle it round in betwixt de . two soles an '  den have de 
soles back like it was - anything [ something like it was ] - an '  that will run a 
person crazy and that will cause them to be unsuccess ful . No mat ter how good a 
bus iness they got or anything of the kind , they will go backwards ins tead of 
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forwards . An' everybody will break off from ' em ,  an' they all de time be balled 
up into confusion an' troub le regardless of dere circumstances . 

Take a person ' s  pitchure an ' that will cause ' em  to molt [mold ] away - pine 
away an ' go away to nuthin , j es '  by takin ' de pit chure chew know an' buryin ' it 
on its face . At a certain t ime yo ' could bury dat pitchure , an ' you must write 
onto de pitchure whut chew want done , yo ' know , an' bury de pitchure on its face . 
An '  you have to bury it j es ' de same as yo '  would bury a person , yo ' know , dat ' s  
daid - in de same form an ' in de same way . But chew must make de - you mus t make 
de frame [ the cardboard picture ]  as though it was a coffin . Yo ' know how coffins 
are made . [ The head part - s lightly wider with its two corners beveled - was 
three-sided . The two upper corners o f  the picture are cut off . ] An '  then yo ' 
have to bury it an ' turn de pitchure on it ' s  face down ,  an '  as that pitchure 
fades away , they will molt away an ' go away to nuthin . 

(But this picture when you fix it like a coffin , you don ' t  put it in a box or 
anything . You don ' t  fix up that coffin , you j ust  use the form that ' s  all . )  

That ' s  all . 
As ah say ,  a person kin do me dat way , but if yo ' know whut to do to keep from 

pinin ' away or goin ' away to nuthin an ' dyin ' , well , dere ' s  things dat yo ' kin do 
to avoid dat . 

Befo ' day on a Friday morning , yo ' kin git up without makin ' any noise or dis
turbin ' anybody or anythin ' an ' go to de faucet an '  run yo ' a quart bottle fulla 
water ;  an ' take it , bring it an' place it in yore trunk . [ Faucet water is fre
quently used as a sub stitute for running water . ]  Turn it bottoms ide upwards an ' 
put it  in de right-hand corner of  de trunk , an '  take yo ' a piece of  cloth or 
cotton or anything - lock de trunk an' take yo ' a piece of  cotton an ' s top up de 
hole in dey keyhole , yo ' know , an ' wear dat key in yore pocket for three days an ' 
dat ' ll vanish , dat ' ll kill dat dead . I t  wouldn ' t  be  anything to it . But a per
son don ' t  know it - dey don ' t  know yo ' know [where to go for help ] , an '  dat ' s  why 
dey have to suffer for things dat could be avoided . 

Git some Red Devi Z 's Lye - first take yo ' a handful of  salt an '  sp rinkle it  
ovah de  flo ' , an ' go  git  chew some Red Devi l 's Lye an ' j es '  put it all ovah on 
de walls an ' everything , all round every corner an ' everything . An '  take [ it ]  
an ' s crub dat house through an ' through an '  [but firs t ]  sweep i t  [ dirt ] out de 
front , not de back . Dat ' ll kill it - dat ' ll kill anything anybody kin put down 
fo ' yo ' .  

( If  they have dressed the house in any way , that will kill that . )  
To keep a person [ asleep ] there ' s  a certain thing dat she kin say ,  but yo ' 

gotta understand dat well . [He did not reveal the certain thing or had forgotten 
it . ]  An '  you kin speak to ' em ,  yo ' kin talk to ' em - yo ' kin even make dem talk 
in dere s leep an ' tell yo ' anything dat · chew wanta know , anything . Den yo ' kin 
go on about chure business  an '  stay gone long as yo ' want . Dey can ' t  wake up 
until yo ' git back regardless of de circumstances . 

Course ah ' ve heard dat people - womenfolks will take dere underwear dat dey 
wear next to ' em ,  de panties , an '  hang ' em  ovah de head o f  a man ' s  b ed an '  he ' ll 
sl�p . Dey go where dey wanta an '  come back . 

[ This is probab ly what he wanted to say in the preceding parag raph . ]  
(Is  that true? ) 
Dat ' s  whut dey say - dey say it ' s  true , dey says it ' s  really true . 
(How would you make a person answer your letter? Do you know how it ' s  done? )  
Well , dere diff ' rent ways to make a person answer your letter . See , well , 

it ' s  like if yo ' write a person a lettah or anything of de kind like dat , yo ' has 
to take de names of three ole womens dat· chew know dat died an ' write dere names 
down three times apiece - de dead people . Den yo ' take his name or her name , 
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whomsoevah yo ' wri tin ' to , an ' wri te dere name cro s s  de dead people ' s  name nine 
time , an ' s e t  it afire an ' burn it up , an '  dey ' ll answer yore let tah regardless . 

(That is - you do that be fore or after you write the le t ter? ) 
After you wri te the le t ter . 
Ah ' ve heard tell o f  people opening locks - say dat no man could open . Git a 

green frog , yo ' know , whi ch we call dem spring frogs - de g reen kind not de b rown 
one s . Yo ' take an ' kill it an ' burn ' im to a powdah . See , an ' let i t  s tay out 
dere in de sun fo ' three days where it will dry , yo ' know , to a powdah . An ' take 
it an ' put it on a pie ce o f  paper , an '  go to any lo ck an '  take an '  b low dat 
powde r in dat lock , an ' dat lock will come open . 

Yo ' kin take han ' s  of a dead man - whut de ' call de deadman 's hand - dat will 
open dat lock or dat will lock any lo ck an ' yo ' kin open it . But you have to 
take de dead man - you have to take his han ' an ' take i t  an ' put it in a pre s s , 
an ' yo ' have to pres s every drop of de blood out of de hand , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 
pulverize de flesh j es '  on dat han ' , yo ' unders tand , an '  den dress de han ' , yo ' 
see , a certain way . [ This is my only examp le o f  this rite . ] 

(How would you dress that hand? Do you remember? ) 
Well - so much ah couldn ' t pretend to explain it all no t right now , but i t ' s  

diff ' rent things dat you have to use an ' eve rything - dif f ' rent kind of powdahs -
dragon ' s  blood an ' oil o f  cinnamon . Well , dey takes all dat , yo ' know , to temper 
i t  an '  to dFess it like yo ' wanta , an '  by de burning of de dragon ' s  blood an '  let 
de hand stand de fumes of de smoke , an' whils t it ' s  doin ' dat , well yo ' kin make 
yore wishes an ' desires o f  whut chew wanta do wi t de deadman 's hand. Yo ' under
s tand .  An ' af o '  car it in ore o cket , it will make ou invi s ib le to man . 

[ The dead man ' s  hand has now be come a 
(Whi ch hand do you t ake o f  that man? ) 
De right hand . 
( I s  there anything else that you can do wi th that hand? ) 
Well , yo ' kin do mos t  anything with it yo ' wanta do . 
G�veyaPd dirt i s  to make a person unfortunate an '  every thing in dere home -

cause ' em  t o  fus s an '  fight an '  everything like dat , but dere is sech a thing as 
dey call . 

(How would you go about getting that gpaveyaPd dirt? ) 
Yo ' j e s ' go to de graveyard an ' yo ' dig down an ' g i t  j es '  as fur as yore arm 

will reach down in dere , an ' g i t  de dirt an ' t ake i t  up an '  go an '  sprinkle i t  
around i n  d e  yard . If  yo ' can ' t  g i t  i t  in de hous e , sprinkle i t  in de yard an ' 
in under de s teps an ' on de s tep s . An '  it will caus e j es ' afus s in '  - whatevah 
yo ' wish or des i re i s  performin ' - dat chew mus t  do de work whils t yo ' are think
ing about what chew wanta be done . 

To form - de way dey put a dead man 's bone - whut people call a dead man 's 
bone in a person , de ' go to de graveyard - leas t yo ' don ' t have to g o  t o  de 
g raveyard if yo ' don ' t  wanta but anyway dat yo ' kin g i t  hold o f  a dead man ' s  
s kul l . Dey could take dat skull an ' s crape , chew know , into powdahs - a portion 
of i t , j es ' as much as yo ' want of it or anything . Yo ' take it an ' go an ' sew it 
up - like yo ' call yoreself a friend to a person an '  ain ' t  no f riend to ' em or 
anything , or if dey have a friend an ' yo ' s  a friend to dat person ' s  f riend . Well 
dat ' s  de way dat people git to you .  Your enemy can ' t  do you any harm , but chure 
closest frien� is de one whut do yo ' de harm , yo ' see . An '  yo ' git ' em  - put it 
in yore mattress o r  in yore pillah or anything where dere dus t or any thing . Yo ' 
know dat dus t will extend yo ' know an '  go into yore nos trils . When you s leep at 
night yo ' inhale it an '  everything an '  dat will form whut de ' call de dead man 's 
bone in yo ' - it be ' s  right in yore bosom . I seed a fellah in dat shape . An '  it 
j es ' keep yo ' s i ck .  Yo ' don ' t  be ab le to do anything an ' yo ' jes ' ache an ' hurt 
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an ' pain s omething [horrib le ] , an ' yo ' kin hear things b eatin ' all on de house 
an ' everything , yo ' j es '  be tormented to death . Dat ' s  whut chew call de dead 
man 's  bone . 

De onlies t way dat a person could git eased is takin ' s omepin an ' b indin ' ' em  
real t ight right round de chest where dey kin git b reath like dey supposed to . 
Otherwise , dey ' d  be in a sufferin ' condition cont inually . An ' dey kin {ix it in 
sech a way for it  to las t fo ' s o  many years , j es ' fo ' yo ' to suffer , yo under
stand , until dat length of time is out - den yo ' ll die . 

But chew kin do away with it  - dere ' s  a way to cure it . 
(How would you cure a case like that ? )  
Well , yo ' have t o  wear de seal - place it on de pers on . Den yo ' kin take whut 

people s ay - if yo ' wanta cure anything - whut people call lodes tone . Yo ' kin 
take dat lodes tone an ' b reak it up into small pieces an ' g ive it  to de pers on to 
take inwardly , which an ' why it look like dey wanta kill de pers on in place of 
curin ' ' em ,  but it won ' t .  Dey kin take it inwardly an ' take de seal an' wear it 
fo ' de leng th of time dat dey was �ed or fo ' de leng th of time dat dey been in 
dat condition . An '  if dey take dat lodes tone an ' swallow it j es '  like dey give 
i t  t o  them , it will naturally cure ' im  - it will run dem out - but otherwise dere 
ain ' t  nuthin else dat will cure it . 

I t ' s  accordin ' - well , if yo ' wanta do evil work or anything , yo ' have to work 
wit de moon when de moon an ' Mars is in cooperation together - see , because Mars 
rep resent wars an ' rumors of wars an ' s torms an ' all kinds dis contention an ' 
everything of that kind lak dat . Well , yo ' work things acco rding t o  dat . Well , 
if yo ' wanta do good to a pe rson or anything yo ' have to work it when Jupi ter is 
ruling in the element to do favorable things for people an ' to cause peop le to 
be succe s s ful in de re undertakings an ' thing s . Dere ' s  dif f ' rent s igns of de 
Z odic [ Z odiac ] yo ' have t o  do it in , s ee .  S ee , s ometime yo ' have t o  wait until 
de moon git in de - go into eclipse wit de sun ,  yo ' know , to do great miracle 
thing s like dat . 

(Well , now what would you do with these s igns - these twelve signs ? )  
Well , dat always includes de celestial s igns of the Zodic an ' do things ac

cording to de s igns whats omever - well , according to whats omevah yo ' wants to do . 
Well , there ' s  several things they do . Yo ' kin take - if yo ' wanta have luck 

in g ambling , they s ay dat yo ' kin win in any game dat chew git into , in card 
playin ' .  

Jes ' like i f  yo ' go huntin ' or anything of dat kind - yo ' know des e b at s  dey 
call bull b ats . Well , yo ' kill yo ' a bull b at an ' take de heart o f  de bull b at . 
Take an ' sew it  up in a red piece of silk cloth an ' tie - sew it up in a red 
piece of s ilk cloth an ' take an ' tie it right in yore arm wi t a piece of silken 
s tring , an ' any game dat chew git into at cards for money , yo ' can ' t  los e .  

(Either arm? )  
De left arm . 
Use good luck powdah , an ' then yo ' kin fiz seals t o  that effect . 
( For g ambling ? )  
For gambling . I f  yo ' know how to fix de seals s ee , yo ' kin fix de seals for 

dat purpose - but [ that ] chew can ' t  lose . Fore yo ' lose , yo ' j es '  b reak off 
[ s �op automatically ] even until yore t ime comes for yo ' t o  win . 

Dey use dragon ' s  blood for dat . Dey take dragon ' s  blood an ' take it an ' put 
it into yore incent burner an ' git chew a b ottle of cinnamon oil , oil of cinna
�' drop th ree drop on it  whils t de smoke is goin ' upwards . I f  de smoke go 
round in ci rcle s , things is b ad ; but if it goes s traight up wi thout any circles 
or anything , why yo ' pronoun ce de 2 3rd Psalms whil s t  it burn up an ' make yore 
wish to be in unity wi th yore foreman o r  yo re b o s sman , or whosomever yo ' working 
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fo ' ,  an '  everything an ' things are bound to work out to your entire satis faction . 
-- (You do for a j ob - if you have a j ob ,  you want to keep it or something of 
that sort . ) 

Yes . 
Well , dat ' s  includin ' - yo ' do j es '  about de same way as yo ' do with de oil 

o f  cinnamon an ' dragon ' s  blood , an ' yo ' take two pennies - coppers yo ' know - an ' 
nail one at de front do ' right in de middle of  de front door , an ' one at de back 
do ' an ' dat will draw yo ' cus tomers hands above [number and keep the law away ] . 

Well , dem pennies is a great work for dat part of it . 
(To keep the law away? ) 
Yeah , to keep de law away . 
And then yo ' take salt and ahambeP lye every mornin ' befo ' sunrise , an ' take 

it an ' throw it out chure front an ' some out chure back [door] , an '  de law will 
come right up to your house but he won ' t  come in . 

If  yo ' know how to us e dat , but de thing to do to  break a person up from 
drinking . Yo ' kin take a person who is drinking an ' yo ' kin git a sow ' s  milk -
de milk from a sow dat have pigs fo ' de first time - an ' take it an ' g ive it  to 
him to drink , an ' he nevah will drink no more long as he live . 

Well , yo ' writes a seal an ' yo ' take dat seal - yo ' writes it on a small piece 
of papah , an ' befo ' yo ' go to enter into de co ' thouse , on yore way yo ' repeats 
dem words . 

(The words that are on the seal ? ) 
Shore . Yo ' writes it down on a small piece of papah . Don ' t  take but a small 

piece an ' yo ' keep it into yore right hand , an ' when yo ' face de j edge - which 
he may be overbearin ' an ' a hard unailin ' [unyielding ] j edge .  But chew repeat 
dem words three times befo ' de appearance of de j edge an ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dat 
de j edge can ' t  convict chah . 

(What words do you repeat now? ) 
Well dere ' s  several diff ' rent ways but let me see dis way - ah ' ll try to pro

nounce it . Well , yo ' kin write it dis way . "Ah 'm to face a hard , unailin ' 
j edge . "  An ' aftah yo ' write dat yo ' put undah dere , "Dere were three mens 
looked out of a windah - one havin ' no eyes , one havin ' no lungs , de othah was 
deaf , blind and dumb . God help me in dis case , dat ah shall be dealt with ac
cordin ' to j ustice in cooperation with dis affair . "  An '  everything will be all 
right . Jes ' repeat dat three t imes . De j edge shore won ' t  convict yah . 

Well , way back - but ah know whut a man kin do dese days , i f  a man can git  
away , regardless to who he is or where he come from . 

A person kin kill a person an ' yo ' kin take de needle which dey sew up shroud
sea with , yo ' know , at de undertaker ' s  shop , an ' take it an ' stick it into de 
tracks o f  dat person an ' he can ' t  - he ' ll s tart away but he ' ll come b ack .  

(Well , now , i s  there anything that this fellow can do to get away? ) 
Well , sure , dere things dat people kin do to git away . Jes ' lak if he should 

happen to kill a person , he kin step ovah de person aftah he kill him - go ovah 
him fo rwards , come back ovah him backwards , an ' den step back ovah him an ' den 
go on an ' don ' t look back .  An ' he kin go right on through right by de poli ceman 
an '  dey won ' t  detect it until after he ' s  gone dat dat was him . 

Well , if a person s teal anything from yo 1 an 1 yo ' want it returned , yo ' kin 
write chew a �al ; an ' write on de seal what day dat chew want de person to re
turn dat - de s tolen property . Place it ovah de do ' or de windah whichever dat 
de person went out , an ' ' fore de relapse of 48 hours time dat person will b ring 
de goods back . 

Jes ' take yo ' a handful of  salt as de person come in - when dey go out , take 
de salt an ' throw it right on out behin ' dem an ' sweep out behin ' dem . Dat 
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person won ' t  come dere - dey won ' t  put dere foot b ack dere no mo ' .  
Take nine needles an ' nine brand-new pins , an ' take ' em  an ' sew ' em  up in a 

Eiece of red flannel .  Bury ' em in de person yard or anywhere dat de person gotta 
go along , an ' if  dey step ovah it - de needles point one way an ' de pins point 
de other way - anybody step ovah it dey will be painful all dere life an ' every
thing . An '  dey have severe pains , swell up an ' everything , j es '  like dey got 
lumbago or something of de kind like dat , but no doctor can effect a cure except 
dem needles an ' pins are removed an ' burned . 

Well , dere ' s  diff ' rent things dat chew have to do to find it . Yo ' kin take a 
candle an ' burn it an ' repeat de 23rd Psalm three times - burn a white candle -
an ' name every suspect that chew think , whethah yo ' know ' im or not .  An '  when
somever yo ' git to dat person ' s  name or anything of de kind - yo ' call it or any
thing - yo ' go to bed dat night an ' aftah yo ' go to bed yo ' lie dere an ' yo ' 
repeat de 23rd Psalm [ three times ] an ' go to sleep on de left side an ' de form 
of  de person will appear b efo ' yo ' ,  an ' yo ' ll know exactly who it was an ' where 
de stuff is planted , b ecause dey will walk to it an ' point it out to yo ' through 
a vision in yore sleep . 

Ah 1 ve heard people say dey kin take a cord string an ' tie it in nine knots an ' 
put it in turpentine , an ' dat dey kin bury it an ' tie yore entrails up in a knot 
dat way - yo ' can ' t  have any passage or anything of  de kind , c ause yo ' to suffer 
dataway , cause yo ' to be [ cons tipated ] .  

(What would they do - put this string in this passage? ) 
No , sir - take an ' tie it in nine knots . Wet it with turpentine an ' take it 

an ' bury i t .  
(What will that do? ) 
That will tie yore entrails up in a knot , to where yo ' think yore cons tipated . 
(That ' s  all you have to do? ) 
Dat ' s  all . 
[That is not all . Similar rites with a dog (see FACI , 2ed . , 2231-2233 , p . 89 )  

show that the operator mus t see (out in the country) or know what the victim is 
doing or trying to do - opportunity and intention as well as rite being there . ] 

A gun - taken de bullet out of de gun an ' dressin ' it  an ' put a person naffi� 
in de gun dat chew want to shoot or anything - if yo ' were in New York an ' I were 
heah , dere 1 s a certain thing dat chew kin put in it an ' shoot i t ,  an ' dat will 
shoot de person regardless to where dey are . It ' ll take effect on dem , which we 
call shootin ' a person t ' rough de air. See , it  will cause dere b rain to run out 
t ' rough de nose . Because ah knowed dat to happen . White ' s  father , a fellah j es '  
walkin ' ' long , an ' his brain came out t ' rough de nose an ' he fell dead . Well , 
dey say he was shot in New York City by a man . 

[ Shooting a magic gun was one of the tricks o f  Doctor Bayhan , a white man 
( 62 , p . 2 8 ;  p . 891) ;  and the celeb rated Zippy Tull ( 3103 , p . 925 ; 3106 , p . 9 28) . ]  

(Do you know how they dPess that bullet? ) 
No , ah heard tell of it , but ah j es '  can ' t place exactly how it is now . Ah 

never did treasure [ that enough to keep it in mind ] , but ah kin remembah every
thing ah ' ve read an ' ah ' ve heard of  too - practically . Ah don ' t  know exactly . 

De thing to keep people from hurtin ' yo ' , yo ' kin take red peppah an ' j es ' 
spiinkle it in yore shoe or anything , if  a person hurt chew or anything , an ' 
dat ' ll de effects of  it . I t  do good yo ' know in de place of  evil . 

Den dat ' s  tuh kill all whut chew call root  workers - dat ' s  tuh kill whatsoevah 
dey do agains t yo ' ,  providin ' if it ' s  s tuff dat ' s  put down fo ' yo ' to walk ovah . 
Dat whut red peppah is used fo ' - an ' guinea peppah . 

Heard tell of people takin ' a black hen aig an ' writin ' a person ' s  name on it 
so  many times , an '  take it an ' bust it on a person ' s  house an ' dat will cause ' em  
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to have to vacate . 
(How many times do they write that name on that egg ? ) 
Nine times . 
Dat ' s  when a person i s  crazy or when a person done los t  dere mind or los in ' 

dere mind . Yo ' kin go to a red ant hill an ' take de red ant hill an ' put it into 
a b ag an ' take it an '  put it into a kit t le of boilin ' water , an ' le t it boil fo ' 
s ix hours an ' let dem drink de water o ffa de ants , an ' dat will clear dere b rain 
to where dey will be b rought back to dere right mind . 

We ll , ah ' m tellin ' yo ' a snai l is got lot s  of power ; dey got a sao lid [ s olid? ] 
in dere haid , sao lid. 

(What ' s  that ? )  
Some kind o f  a li t t le s tone o r  o ther , yo ' know - dey call i t  a s ao lid in dey 

haid . Yo ' kin take dat an ' it ' ll cure diff ' rent things . I t ' ll cure epilepsy , 
the ague an '  quarantine fever. [ Is this any type of fever requiring quarantine? 
In former days a red s ign was tacked on the hous e .  Or does info rmant mean 
quartan , a type of feve r in malaria? ] Dat ' s  whut dey good fo ' .  

(Do you know how they us e that s tone in curing thos e  thing s ? ) 
Wal , ah don ' t  know exact ly but ah know dey s ay if yo ' find it in de haid o f  

[ a  snai l ]  - one whi ch i s  dere an ' yo ' find i t  - yo ' t ake i t  an '  yo ' rub a person 
with i t , dat will effect a cure in dat ins tance . 

Dey s ay yo ' kin go to a buzzard nes t  an ' git de aigs o f  a buz z ard outa dere 
an '  t ake ' em an ' boil ' em in s alt , an '  re turn ' em back to de nes t ;  an ' put ' em 
back . in de nes t an ' de buzzard wi ll go off an ' fly ovah de s ea an '  git a s tone 
an ' b ring back dere , an '  in three days dem egg s  wi ll be hard [ fresh ] agin j es ' 
like dey were . An '  yo ' kin take dat s tone dat dey b rought dere , an ' take it an '  
gain de influence o f  a person o r  anything , an '  receive money an '  git money in 
places dat chew leas t expect dat chew could git , an ' a person can ' t  deny hardly 
anything dat chew ask ' em to do . 

To keep de wit ches from wo rryin ' yuh . Dey s ay i f  a wi t ch rides zhoo at night , 
in de nigh ttime , yo ' kin take a broom an '  put it down de s ide o f  yore bed an ' de 
witch will have to count ever ' s t raw it is in de b room befo ' dey kin g i t  on yo ' ,  
see . An ' - dough [ though ] in doin ' dat , dey counts so fur an ' ,  if dey git down 
an '  uncounted , yo ' unders tand by ' em being so many s t raws [ they forget the number 
counted ] , until dey have to continue to go back ovah it , yo ' unders tand . An '  if 
yo ' wake up early enough , if yo ' don ' t  mind , yo ' kin ket ch de wit ch dere , which 
it be in de form of a wo rm or either a lit t le lump o f  j elly about dat s i z e .  Yo ' 
kin take - it an '  put s alt on it an '  throw it in de fire an '  burn it up , or throw 
it in a well o r  anywhere yo ' wanta put it , yo ' know to des troy , an ' de person 
will come to yore hous e de next day , be de firs t person dere an ' ask yo ' to loan 
dem some s alt . An '  i f  yo ' loan ' em de s alt or anythin g ,  dey kin cont inue to be 
one [ a  wi t ch ] ; but i f  yo ' don ' t , wheresomevah yo ' put dat thing dey goin ' - in 
dere i f  it ' s  in de fire , if it ' s  in de well dey ' ll j ump in de we ll . But yo ' 
ain ' t  supposed to give ' em whut dey ask yo ' .  

I f  yo '  would draw b lood from s omeone or any thing o f  de kind like dat an ' put 
it into de animal an ' turn de wild animal loos e , it would cause de person to go 
wild - dey would be j es ' de s ame as de wild animal . Dey be bayin ' j es ' like a 
animal , everything - dere ways an ' everything . 

Or yo ' kin t ake de animal b lood an ' put it into a human - into de veins of a 
human pers on , an ' it wi ll caus e dem to be wild . 

[ You t ake ] came l ' s  hair - yo ' know camels , an ' take it an ' put it under a 
hays tack into manure an ' hit will make snakes - every s t rand o f  it will be a 
snake . 

(You mean the hair out of the camel? That animal o f  the des ert? ) 
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Yes . 
People say when dey have intercourse wit dere wife or anything of  de kind dat 

dey could take a dishrag , yo ' know , an '  use it afterward , yo ' know , an '  it will 
cause dem to be in de shape where dey can ' t  have any dealing wit nobody but de 
one dat did it . 

(What does she do with that dishrag then? ) 
Take it  an ' - yo ' know dey j es '  take it  an ' use i t , yo ' know , as dey would a 

cloth . 
(No , where does she keep that dishrag ? )  
Well , she keep i t  in her trunk o r  anywhere she wanta puts it . 
(Well , is there anything a man can do to get rid of  that condition? ) 
Well , he kin steal a person ' s  dishrag - go to anyone ' s  house an '  s teal dere 

dishrag unbeknows t to ' em  an ' git him some sweet milk an ' wash off in de sweet 
milk an '  dat ' ll bring his natUPe back to him . 

Dey kin git dog liver an ' slice it up j es '  lak yo ' would beef liver an ' mix it  
with beef liver - a person can ' t  tell dog liver from hog liver - an'  g ive it  to  a 
person to eat it , an '  if dey have a intercourse wit anybody dey ' ll stay right 
dere until somebody come an '  unfas ten it . Course yo ' have to kill one of ' em  i f  
yo ' don ' t  know whut t o  d o  to unfas ten ' em . 

( Is there any way to unfasten them? ) 
Yes sir .  
(How do  you do that ? )  
Ah seed a preacher an ' a woman in dat way an ' ah learnt , yo ' know , how to 

unfas ten dem in dat way without taking de life of one of ' em ,  cause de doctor 
want tub kill de woman every time , yo ' know , an ' let de man live . I t ' s  easy to 
unfasten a woman an ' a man , if  yo ' want to . Dere ' s  plenty ways to do dat besides 
using dog ' s  liver . Ah can ' t  explain it jes ' now - have to think it ovah . 

Fix yore table right in de center of de floor - a table right in de center of 
de floo r .  Take yo ' a white sheet an ' put it ovah de table . Yo ' git undah de 
table , sit flat down an ' stretch out both laigs , or either yo ' kin kneel down 
beside de table wit yore face turned toward de eas t , an '  pray a prayer to dat 
effect of j es '  whut chew want - of whut de people done to inj ure yo ' or to cause 
yo ' to die or anything of de kind lak dat . Yo ' have to pray firs t after de sun 
go down , an '  den at midnight , an ' befo ' de day [ three times ] , but chew not to be 
annoyed by people or anything or have no connection wit no one in no way , shape , 
form or effect . An ' dey are to stay dere an ' don ' t  go to sleep dat night , but 
continually to repeat an '  pray de same thing , an ' repeat de 23rd Psalms at de 
end of every prayer dat chew prays , regardless to who humin ' de candle , which 
is to say ,  if  a black candle is burning agains t yo ' ,  yo ' shore will die beyond 
all reasonable doub t , if yo ' don ' t  know whut to do fo ' yo ' self to avoid it . But 
chew kin do dat until de sun rise de next morning an '  git on up an ' go on about 
chure business ,  an '  de person dat light de candle fo ' yo ' to die will die in 
place of  yo ' • 

• 

(End of  105 3 . ) 

MOJO EXPERT 

YO ' HEAH TODAY AN ' YO ' WANTS PEOPLE TUH COME HEAH 
AN ' YO ' WORI<IN '  SECRETLY 

MAYBE YO ' HASN 'T GOT ON YORE WALL WHUT 'S ON MINE 
AN ' YO ' WANTS PEOPLE TUH COME HEAH 

WIT ' OUT PUTT IN ' OUT CARDS 
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YO ' DON 'T PUT ANY CARDS OUT - DON 'T ADVERTISE AT ALL 
YO ' SIT HEAH AN ' HA VE 'EM TUH COME 

SEE WHUT AH MEAN 
DAT 'S A MAN 

YO ' SUPPOSED TUH BE A "HERB DOCTOR" 
A "SPIRITUAL "  AN ' A "HERB DOCTOR " 

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[ Could the title quotations be professional j ealousy?  Is he saying with 
A DOCTOR AT EASE , "An ' j es '  as easy as yo ' tryin ' tuh find dis information? " 
(Title quotation on p . l024 . ) To be called a Spiritual and a Herb Doctor by this 
mas ter of  his craft I consider no small attainment for a man who did not pretend 
to be anything . Yet , my content to remain a MYs tery Man was j us t  a lit tle too 
much for him - a man who knew that a few months before on my firs t trip to  
Memphis , I had had a confrontation o r  dialogue with the police . I have labeled 
him a mojo expert because he gives several excellent formulas for making them . 
Do not miss  his mas terful account of  a Jack-bal l or Jack or Samue l with its 
charming expressions of  action - runnin ' tuh me - jes ' swing - jes ' tremb le -
channe l de worl ' - ro l l, ro l l - all addressed to the spirit dwelling in this 
fetish . Moreover , we again meet two old friends , Doctor Bu22ard (see p . 891)  and 
Seven Sis ters (p . 745 ) . The charge that I was workin ' secretly • . •  wi t 'out puttin ' 
out cards , I will answer in the INTRODUCTION . The material of informant 1534 is 
on cylinders D6 8 : 5-D80 : 3  = 2 751-2 763 . ]  

One thing dat yo ' kin do is tuh firs t find yore name out - what yore mothah 
an ' yore fathah named yo ' ,  an ' - yo ' have pencil an ' papah? [I handed him a 
pencil and page torn from my Numbers Book . ] Ah show yo ' ' bout plainly [he 
draws ] a cross . 

(That ' s  a cross , yes . )  
Well now , yo ' would make a ma ' k  [mark] dis way , make a ma ' k  dat way . 
(You make a cros s on that paper . )  
An ' yo ' would ' numerate it  with "God de Father , Son an ' de Holy Ghos t . "  Well 

now , yo ' would write dat party ' s  name dat yo ' wanted tuh move , yo ' understan ' . 
Write it dis way an ' if yo ' would want ' em tuh move , why yo ' would write chure 
name c;lat way . 

(The small [horizontal ] part o f  the cross would be your name , and the long 
[ vertical ]  part would be  his name . ) 

Exactly , yes . Well , den yo ' take dat cross an ' yo ' would take .rain water dat 
wus caught in May an ' would put , well , ah would say a tab lespoon - well den , two 
teaspoons full in a half of 'dat watah into a vial . "An ' yo ' would take an ounce 
of graveyard dirt from a sinner-man 's grave - yo '  go to a sinner-man 's grave dat 
died less  den six months . Yo ' go into his bosom ,  right tuh whare on his grave 
would be his bosom ,  an ' git our dirt wit yore han '  till yo ' got a hole in dere 
up to dis part of yo ' [ demons trates ] .  

(Up to that big bone in the wris t - that s ticks out . )  
Yes . Well , den when yo ' got dat , yo ' would take out de amount of  dirt dat 

chew want - would be three tab lespoons of dat dirt . Den yo ' would apply five 
pennies into dat grave - yo ' see , ah 'm buying some dirt from de dead , an ' kiver 
dat hole up wit de five pennies contained in dere . Yo ' b ring dis dirt home an ' 
yo ' take dis dirt an ' yo ' mix cayenne peppah wit ·  it  an ' de graveyard dirt , yo ' 
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unders tand . Yo ' mix it  into dis vial whare de name is , an '  yo ' noted de hours on 
yore clock, an ' yo ' would apply i t  in de ground even at nine a ' clock or at eleven 
a ' clock or at  two a ' clock, in de day or de night . If  yo ' don ' t  put it in de day 
at dose partic ' lar hours , yo ' gotta put it  in dere in de night at  dose hours . If  
it  don ' t ,  dat ' s  bad dat way . 

(This will do what , now? )  
In  three days , bet chew a dollar-and-a-half to  a dollar dey are gone . 
(That moves them out of the house . Now , the name you get - for example , sup

posing my name is John Smith . Now what name would you write around that cross ?  
No , the name o f  that man that I am going t o  put out o f  this house , his name is 
John Smith . Do I put John down or do I put Smith down , or  do I put both of them 
down? ) 

I f  it ' s  his full name - yo ' write his name if it ' s  John Smith , i f  it ' s  his 
whole name . An '  yore name yo ' write dat way . 

( I f  my name is John Jones , I write my name across it . )  
Exactly . 
(Write the names in the form of a cross . )  
Yessuh , dat ' s  whut ah tried to show yo ' . 
[ I  may have unders tood perfectly well at the time , but I am commenting for the 

future when I no longer remember . ] 
Well , yo ' go to de hardware s to '  an ' yo ' git chew a file - ah would call it  a 

saw file , a file wit dis corner , dat corner , an ' dat corner ; a little keen file 
wit all dose diff ' rent edge . 

(A three-sided file . ) [ Three-square file . ] 
Exactly . An '  ah ' d  git brims tone an ' ah would pound it - a piece of  

to  dat ma ' k-line , see where dat j ' int is . Ah would pound it  dat much . 
measure an ' ah would put a knife on it , an ' ah would hit dat knife an ' 
bus t it off , an ' ah would pound it , dat brims tone . 

(A piece about as big as the first j oint of  your first finger . )  

dis inch , 
Ah would 

ah would 

Exactly , whut ah 'm tryin ' tell yo ' ,  yes . An ' ah pound it off , an ' when ah put 
it  in mah rag , ah got mah smoothin ' -iron an ' hammer it  as fine as [ I ]  could git 
it , have it . Den ah would take dis same graveya!'d dirt dat ah got from dis 
sinner-man 's grave an ' ah would apply it right into dis wit cayenne peppah - yo ' 
see whut ah mean , dat plumb fine dus t . Well den , if  ah could git to de house -
if  ah could git to de house ,  ah would have me a rod o f  some kind an ' ah would 
measure it in de ground , an ' ah would po ' outa dis papah in dat place an ' what
evah de direction dat ah would want him tub go , ah ' d  turn de file an ' ah ' d  name 
de file him an ' ah ' d  hammer it [ demonstrates ] .  

(You point that - you won ' t  put i t  down into the hole [ like this ] ; you put it  
in the hole at an angle . )  

Exactly . Yo ' name it  de party dat chew wanted tub leave . I f  dis is yo ' ,  
Henry Jones , call de file , "Henry Jones , yo ' is tub leave heah at sich-an ' -sich
a-time" - whatevah time yo ' want ' em tub leave , drive it [ file completely ]  down 
to de ground . Well , ah would say in 48 hours dey gonna outa dat house . Ah give 
[bet ] yo ' a dollah-an ' -half to a dollah. 

(You point this file , you say ,  in the direction you want this person to go . )  
Exactly . 

• (And you are calling the name and making this reques t as you are pounding it  
into the ground . )  

Yes . 
Yes , yo ' kin git chew a hen ' s  egg . Someone dat has a hen , a black hen that 

lays , yo ' s ee that particular party an ' ask him , or tell him , s ays , "Ah wants 
tub buy some eggs . Have yo ' got a black hen dat lays? "  
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"Yeah . "  
"Well , madam , ah gotta make some medicine . Have yo ' got a black hen ' s  egg dat 

wus laid on Friday? " 
An '  she say , "Well , ah dunno" or somepin . 
Well , den yo ' tell her , say ,  "Ah tell yo ' whut chew do . "  Said , "Now , if yo ' 

hasn ' t  got dat aig , why yo ' git it . "  An ' said , "Ah ' s  gotta h ave it tub make some 
medicine . "  Say , "Ah ' ll give yo ' a dime if yo ' git me a black hen ' s  egg laid on 
Friday . " [Why ask ,  "How will you know it was laid on Friday? " ]  An ' naturally , 
she ' ll git  it fo ' yo ' .  

Well , she ' ll git chew de egg an ' yo ' ll b ring it home . Well , when yo ' b ring de 
egg home , go to de drug sto ' - ah don ' t  mean de drug sto ' - yo ' go to de groc ' ry 
s to ' an '  buy yo ' some apple vinegar an '  po ' it into a glass . Lie dat egg into 
dat glass  an ' ' low [ allow] de egg tub s tay in dere 24 hours an '  de egg den will 
git as soft as dis cloth . [He means the tablecloth bec�use he never would have 
touched the black cloth covering the small microphone concealed in the black hat . 
Yet black cloth and hat were in his mind - see INTRODUCTION . ]  See . Yo ' see whut 
ah mean . Den yo ' take a indelible pencil an ' yo ' write de names o f  dis party as 
ah showed yo ' wit de cross  - two ways , dis way an '  dat way , an ' ' numerate it wit , 
"God de Father , Son an ' Holy Ghost ,  dis is fo ' yo ' tub go . "  Well , now yo ' git 
tub where yo ' could throw de egg . If yo ' throw it ' gins t de do ' s ,  it ' s  perfectly 
all right ; if yo ' throw it ' ginst de winder - but don ' t throw it unless dat chew 
kin throw it ' gins t de winder or de do ' .  Throw it ' gins t de do ' wit dere name , 
"Name , dis is fo ' yo ' ,  go , yo ' so-an ' -so , "  an ' spat ter it . An ' ah bet chew a 
dollah-an ' -a-half to a dollah , in less den three days , dey are gone . 

Yo ' kin take a person ' s  feet track up goin ' an '  yo ' kin take it up that way -
now , ah don ' t  j es '  know whut chew have reference to . [ I  mus t  have s topped ma
chine to explain . ]  

Well , now , yo ' take dis track up . Now , yo ' will git whut wus called parchment 
papah - it ' s  slick on dis side an ' de othah side ' s  like sheep wool . [ This is not 
the usual parchment paper . ]  Yo ' kin git de parchment papah an ' yo ' measure de 
track of de partic ' lar party . Take yo ' a pencil an '  yo ' ma ' k  out de parchment 
papah de same widt ' dat de track is , as near as yo ' kin , an '  yo ' take de parch
ment papah an ' yo ' git behin ' de t rack an' yo ' take it up on de parchment papah . 
At de main [ same] time , aftah yo ' take it up on de parchment papah , why yo ' 
' spand [ expand ] it  in yore hand - don ' t  ' low it tub git on anything - ' spand it 
on yore hand . An '  yo ' have yore olive oil an '  yo ' ll drop yore olive oil [ drop 
by drop ] an ' ' low it tub drene on it , an '  git it clean [ completely ] greasy wit 
de olive oil all ovah it . Den yo ' wants dis on top of it , dis track . Well , hit 
will s tick .  

(You put that olive oil on that parchment paper [ firs t ] , then the track on 
the olive oil . ) 

Exactly . Well , den yo ' would go  some place , it don ' t  make no diff ' rence 
where , in de same like manner as ah said to yo ' 'while ago . Now , heah ' s  a street 
or a road - heah ' s  a street goes dis way an'  a street goes dat way . 

(A crossroad . )  
Dat ' s  it . Now , heah ' s  a fo ' k  of  a road an ' a fo ' k  of de road - dat ' s  whut ah 

would say ,  to the fo ' ks o f  de road or to de fo ' ks of  de stream , either one o f  de 
two . Yo ' d  ma�e a nice package an '  yo ' fix it j es '  as intelligent as yo ' could , 
an ' yo ' d  put red papah or some blue papah or  pretty things upon it , chew know , 
an ' when yo ' got to dat fo ' k ,  why yo ' takes de papah an ' apply it like dis wit 
dis hand an ' yo ' throw it ovah dat shoulder [ demonstrates ] right in de fo ' ks o f  
de road , an ' yo ' would g o  an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  look back . 

(You hold it in your left hand and throw it over your left shoulder . )  
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Yes suh ,  an ' yo ' would leave it right at de fo ' ks of  de road . 
Well , now - well , in about a day , about 24 hours , why down to de house dey ' d 

go to fightin ' . Him an '  his wi fe , dey goin ' git in a b ig ' s turbin ' [ dis turbing ] . 
If he ' s  got a wife , he ' s  goin ' fight ; if  he ' s  got a woman , he ' s  goin ' fight . 
Pardon me , but he ' s  goin ' raise hell down dere , an ' he ' s  goin ' leave - he ' s  
gotta leave , in a hurry . 

(Well , now in speaking of that track , you would pick up either track . That 
the idea? ) 

No , no - it should be de left track . 
(Whether he is going or coming , either way? ) 
No , when people want him tub leave , see ; but when yo ' want him tub come back 

it ' s  diff ' rent . 
(You get this left track , pick this dirt up as he is  leaving ? )  
Yes , dat ' s  it - s tart at his heel . 
( S tart at his heel and pick it up as he walks away from the hous e ,  to leave . 

Now , what about bringing him back? ) 
Well , dat de same way exactly . Start at de toe an '  come back , but chew don ' t  

use it dat way . 
(Well , let ' s  go through the s tory of  bringing him back . ) 
Well , yo ' d  take dat track an '  yo ' would want some of - a pair i f  yo ' could 

git it . 
(Wait ! Which track do you want to take , now? ) 
Yo ' take his right - yo ' have his left goin ' , yo ' want his right comin ' back . 
Well , now , if  yo ' could git ary one of  his socks , a sock that he wore - see 

whut ah mean .  But yo ' would really - could b e  dirty socks i f  yo ' could git ' em .  
But anyway , why yo ' would want one o f  his socks . An ' yo ' would take dat track 
up - start at de toe an '  bring it back to his heel . Well ,  now , dat would be  on 
newspapah an '  not parchment papah , an '  as ah said to yo ' , yo ' would write his 
name - ' numerate it wit , "God de Father , de Son an '  de Holy Ghos t . "  An ' write 
it out wide an ' long so yo ' could apply dat dirt , an '  fold it as yo ' wanted it 
to be . See whut ah mean? Yo ' ' ply it  into dat sock .  Well , den yo ' d  take dat 
sock an ' yo ' d  put it on top of a house or on a shed , or anywhere where de sun 
could shine . Wintertime yo ' put i t  on yore heatah - anywhere dat it could git 
hot . Yo ' see whut ah mean? Well , den yo ' would take a wash pan ,  well a tin 
bucket or anything , an ' yo ' would take chambe� lye into dat bucket . Take s ome 
writin ' papah , a sheet of  writin ' papah , j es ' a sheet out o f  a tablet , an ' apply 
it down into dat chambe� lye , an '  take a pin an '  put it in de top . Take a strand 
of black thread an '  j es '  loop ovah de top of de pin an' put it down in de chambe� 
lye . Take it up an '  hang it by de s tring on de head o f  de bed , or de foot of de 
bed - it don ' t  �ake no diff ' rence - until dis papah dry . Yo ' unders tand? An ' 
yo ' d  wri te de names of  dat on dere , on de papah an ' apply it on yore heatah , on 
whatevah yo ' could tub git it  hot " tub heat de minds of mah darlin ' an ' have him 
tub has ten home heat [hot? ] . " In less den 24 hours - bet chew a dollah-an ' -a
half to a dollah - he ' ll be in heah . Ah wouldn ' t  guarantee yo ' dat he would 
stay .  

(Where i s  the sock all this time? ) 
De sock - ah mean de sock dat yo ' take wit his track - ah mean de dirt ' s  in 

d� sock ,  an '  de sock is ' plied on dis papah , de newspapah , not de parchment 
papah . 

(You j us t  use the dirt , you don ' t  use the sock? ) 
De dirt an ' de sock ,  an '  yo ' fold it  j es ' as tight as yo ' kin git it  an '  yo ' 

want dat papah round it . 
(You put this writing paper around this other package .  What do you do with 
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that writing paper then? ) 
Around dis sock wit dat chamber lye , around de sock .  
Dere one way dat ah know . 
[He now begins the cons truction of an elaborate hand or toby , direct ing how 

it should be put on and worn . ]  
Ah couldn ' t  specify yo ' but one way dat ah knows , an ' dat is dat yo ' take a 

lady ' s  hair i f  she combs her haid an ' yo ' git some s trands o f  her hair . It  has 
to be long hair , long st rands . Yo ' take dat an ' take advantage of her . Take 
dat an ' yo ' would git chew some , not black lodes tone , as ah would say it . It ' s  
black lodes tone , brown lodes tone , an '  white lodes tone . Dat ' s  whut ah ' ve been-
usin ' . Ah ' ve been able [unable ]  tuh git person ' lly , white , but ah gits sim ' lar , 
however - b rown lodes tone . Yo ' take it . An '  yo ' s traighten doee s t rands as to 
de bes t of  yore ability , straighten dem . An '  yo ' take dis lodes tone an ' yo ' 
pound it an '  yo ' have lots o f  small pieces of  it - yo ' know , small pieces , but 
chew wants a piece , kind of a good size piece dat ' s  wrapped around wit dis hair , 
an '  wrap disaway wit dis hair an '  hold it perfect [ demons trates ] .  

(You wrap it away from you . ) 
Yessuh . Den yo ' take de black thread an ' wrap it disaway [ demons trates ] .  
(Wrap it to you . )  
An ' kiver up all of de hair an ' all of  de lodes tone . Den yo ' take a brand

new needle , two needles dat hasn ' t  been used , sewed wit , an ' put ' em through , 
j es '  as dis cross is - put one needle through dis way an ' yo ' put one through 
dat way . An ' den yo ' would take dat an ' put it  in shammy shin , shammy hide -
dat thing de ladies used tuh put ovah dey face - shammy hide ah call it . Why 
yo ' d  sew dat up perfect in dere an ' make a bag of  it . An '  take whut chew call 
Jockey Club Perfume an ' yo ' d  apply all on de inside of it , an ' yo ' would tell 
her - dere ' s  a ' powdah dat is bought , dat controllin ' powdahs , apply on it at  dat 
partic ' lar time an ' tell her tuh put it dere , anywheres [ demons trates ] .  

(Back of her neck . ) 
Put it around her neck , but she ' d  put it in de back . 
(It mus t be dropped down her back . ) 
Yeah . See de s tring would be  around her neck but de back would be back dere . 

Dat ' s  de firs t day she wore it , an ' de second day she put it heah . 
(In the front . )  
[ She wears the hand about her neck - the firs t day hanging down her back , the 

second day on her breast . The real purpose of the hand is disguised from the 
indwelling spirit on the firs t day . This is my only example of a ne ck lace hand 
used in the magic of  disguise (see RITE OF DISGUISE , p . 395) . Informant ' s  con
fusion about sex and purpose does no t invalidate the hand. ] 

An '  she continue tuh wear it even after he come home . Why she supposed tuh 
wear it as much as seven days befo ' she taken i t  off . Den she ' d  take it out an ' 
apply it into a vial an ' if  she can , git a rubber stopper an '  bury it at her 
steps where he pass in an ' out ovah it . As long as i t  be  in de bot tle , de boss 
gotta take de man or de boss go tta take de woman . Dere ain ' t a possible chance 
tuh git rid of her unless de bot tle is broken . De bottle is no t goin '  ro tten in 
de ground . However , yo ' ll have her till de boss git her .  

(The man does this to hold the woman? ) 
Tuh keep h!r . Yo ' see ,  yeah ' s  [here is ] a woman dat ah cain ' t do nuthin wit . 

Ah cain ' t  git up to her an ' ah wanta go wit her , an ' she won ' t take mah money an '  
ah cain ' t  do anything wit her . Well , den yo ' go t a friend dat maybe is j es '  a 
hairdresser or her friend . She kin git de hair an ' bring yo ' de hair an ' yo ' ll 
fix it up . Naturally , aftah yo ' fix it  an ' wear it , why yo ' got de woman . 

Yo ' make a lit tle box lak a co ffin an ' yo ' take a hen ' s  egg an ' den yo ' ll peck 
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dis hole in de sharp end an ' apply cayenne peppah in dat hole . At dis [blunt ] 
end why yo ' ll put pounded alum in dis end . An '  apply it [ egg ] in de 

·
coffin an ' 

stand it [ coffin and egg] on de end . 
[The symbolism of  egg in the coffin is apparent . ]  
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will make him lose his nature if  he got  it  fo ' his wife o r  woman . Why 

naturally he ain ' t  a-goin ' tuh gash his wife an ' he ain ' t  a-goin ' tuh gash his 
woman , an '  in case if a man ' s  got a woman , an ' he cain ' t  ' tend to family duties 
an '  cain ' t  gash when de proper time comes , regardless to his money , she goin ' 
git rid of him . She make up an '  quit him on de contention of  dere ' s  nuthin to 
' im - he cain ' t  gash an ' naturally she goin ' quit him . 

(Well now , what is this egg for - this egg that you are using in this coffin? ) 
Well , dat ' s  j es ' lak yere ' s  [here ' s ] a lady dat chew like tuh go wit an ' yo ' ve 

tried her already , an ' yo ' had people tuh talk wit her of  concernin ' havin ' yo ' 
out wit her an ' yo ' has had no luck . Well , yo ' seek tuh take advantage of  yo ' 
[her] an '  [by] usin ' black or white art upon her . Well , naturally , de white art 
will be considered de white egg , of  course .  Yo ' goin ' use white art wit her 
hair . Well , yo ' ll git dat aair , as ah said to yo ' ,  an ' yo ' ll operate it  an ' see 
dat - yo ' remembered me sayin ' to yo ' dis end heah . Yo ' would put in dis end an ' 
yo ' would put in dat end , an ' yo ' would turn it on de end an ' yo ' would apply in 
a place tuh make him lose his - pardon , tuh where his penis wouldn ' t  git hard . 
Yo ' understand , dat ' s  tuh make -him tuh not be ab le tuh gash.  Well , common 
j udgment will tell yo ' ,  if yo ' got a woman yo ' know [you] is [ un ] able tuh gash , 
she goin ' quit chew . 

Now , yo ' heah today an '  yo ' wants de people tuh come heah . An ' yo ' workin ' 
secretly .  Maybe yo ' hasn ' t  got on yore wall whut ' s on mine . An ' yo ' wants 
people tuh come heah wit ' -out puttin ' out cards . [See introductory comment 
beneath title , p . l248 . ] 

Yo ' would git  a woman ' s  shoes , girl ' s  shoes , men ' s  shoes , as many as yo ' can , 
an ' yo ' d  put ' em in yore s tove , or ah mean in yore heater , and yo ' would use 
dOub le incense , an '  yo ' would use dat rosin incense . Yo ' would apply dat in each 
shoe an ' yo ' would burn dat in de s tove , an ' yo ' would say when yo ' put ' em in 
dere - cuss ' em , cuss ' em ,  an '  s tack ' em in dere , an ' stack ' em  in dere until yo ' 
made a fiah in dere an '  yo ' d  burn ' em .  Well , yo ' burn ' em  round nine a ' clock to 
noon . Well , den yo ' burn ' em  around two a ' clo ck today , den from firs t-dark to
night , an ' all day tomorrah an ' on . An '  as long as yo ' be ' s  heah , yore not able 
tuh tend to de people dat come in . Dat draw customers in , fo ' restaurants , 
whiskey dens , crap games , an '  all of dese public places yo ' know dat runs an '  
people don ' t come an ' ask if yo ' desire fo ' ' em  tuh come . Dat ' s  tuh draw a 
crowd dat way . 

Dat ' s  witchcraft . Yo ' walk in de woods an ' find yo ' a poplar tree an ' yo ' 
don ' t want it  tuh be - well , it couldn ' t be all de way no larger den [a ]  chair 
post [ leg ] , an '  de end would have to be smaller de time de day yo ' cut it down , 
three feet long . Turn de big end down an ' yo ' d  walk along wit it as ' twas a 
walkin ' stick .  Yo ' git home an ' yo ' bo ' yo ' a hole in de ground up unto dat knot 
dere [ demonst rates ] .  

----(Up to the big bone in the wris t . )  
• nat dere . Yo ' apply dat stick in dat hole an ' yo ' name dat stick whatevah 

laws [ policemen] dat dere wus in de city , "Dis is Mr . So , -an ' -So , an ' -So . "  An ' 
yo ' drive it an ' ,  "Dis is Mr . So , -an ' -So , an ' -So . "  An '  drive it . Call de names 
of de city , ah mean de laws , until yo ' drive dat stick down in de ground , clear 
down in de ground . An ' aftah yo ' git  dat s tick down in de ground , den yo ' would 
read de 35 th Psalms of David , "Plead mah cause , 0 God , to dem dat ' s  drivin ' me . 
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Please fight agains t dem dat fight agains t me . "  An ' j es ' plant it out whare no 
one could tell whare it  wus , but chew want it  tuh be on de outside of de gate , 
no t de inside . Let ' em go downtown and 24 hours aftah it is in de ground - let 
' em go downtown or wherevah dey wanta ,  an ' put de laws behin ' ' em .  De law will 
come to yore gate an ' call yo ' ,  if yo ' not s tandin ' out dere , an ' as t yo ' did yo ' 
sell any whiskey . ' 'No suh . " 

He ' ll say tuh hisself , "Ah know dat dam niggah wusn ' t  sellin ' no whiskey an ' 
heah ah 'm de goat . "  De law will come in dat gate  an ' give yo ' dat blue card . If  
he  comes in dat  gate aftah dat whiskey , if  he comes in dere , it  don ' t  make no 
diff ' rence to  me . Dat poplar s tick kin s top any law outa yore house , if yore 
bottleggin ' .  

To have luck in gamblin ' ,  yo ' have to make a fellah a seal . Some people says 
dat dey want a moojoo - some says dey wanta a toby - some says dey wants a Jack
bal l , "Ah want have me a Jack-bal l . " --

(What is that ? What is a Jack-bal l ? ) 
Well , a Jack-ba l l  is a graveyard dirt an ' lodes tone an ' s traws out of  yore 

broom - two straws out of  yore sweepin ' broom , as dey cross up . 
(Cross  these two s traws ? )  
As the Catholic cros s .  An '  on dis way , undah heah , j es '  cross it wit two new 

needles , yo ' unders tan ' , wit de lodes tone , an ' on de inside wit akerite ( ? ]  an ' 
opium( ! ]  an ' gall of  de earth - a herb dat ' s  in de woods dat ' s  called gall of de 
earth . Well , yo ' take a small pinch [ piece ] lak a match offa Queen Elizabeth 
[see p . 596 ] an ' lay de Queen Elizabeth [root ]  as yo ' would dat needles . Yo ' 
un ' erstan ' ? 

(You cross these two roots - you put the Queen Elizabeth down one way and then 
the gall of the earth down the other way . )  

Dat ' s  it , both ends o f  it - one ' s  at de top an ' ones ' at de bottom ,  ' cause 
dere as strong as de needle are , yo ' un ' ers tan ' . An '  yo ' wrap dem wit black 
thread - yo ' wrap ' em wit black thread until dat are tight , yo ' un ' ers tan ' , an '  
den yo ' sew i t  in red flannen an ' allow it tuh be thirteen inches long . Den yo ' 
take oil of  wintergreen an ' drop nine drops on it . An '  ketch it  by de top of de 
s tring an ' yo ' hold it  perpendic ' lar in yore han ' an ' talk wit it  lak ah 'm talk� 
in ' tuh yo ' ,  it  swingin ' down an ' yo ' talk wit it , say ,  "Samuel" - call it 
Samuel - "am ah goin ' have luck tuhnight ovah yonder to sich-an ' -sich a place 
at sich-an ' -sich a crap game ? Why , let me know by runnin ' tuh me . "  I f  yo ' goin ' 
have luck , it will jes ' swingJ jes ' swing ; if yo ' ain ' t  goin ' have luck , i t ' l l  
tremb le , an ' yo ' ll as t it  ovah , say ,  "Samuel , if ah 'm goin ' have luck , if there ' s  
any money ovah there an ' ah 'm goin ' win some money , let me know by runnin ' tuh 
me . "  I f  yo ' goin ' be lucky an '  win in de crap game , it ' s  goin ' tuh swingJ jes ' 
swingJ jes ' swing ; i f  yo ' ain ' t  have no luck , it wi l l  tremb leJ jes ' tremb le .  An '  
den yo ' talk to i t  agin , say ,  "Samuel" , yo ' say ,  "if ah ain ' t  goin' have no luck , 
Channe l de worl ' " - hol '  yore hand j es '  still as yo ' kin - "channe l de worl ' . " 
An '  it wi l l  rol l, rol l .  Say ,  "Boys , ah ain ' t  goin ' tuh - Jack tells me dere 
ain ' t  no need of gwine ovah to dat party wi t yo ' .  An ' by God ah ain ' t  goin ' . "  
Well , how yo ' ain ' t  goin ' git  him tuh go ' cause he got somepin tuh tell him 
befo ' he left home . 

(When you channe l the world it goes right in a circle? ) 
Exactly . • 
(Do you always address him as Samue l ,  or can you call it  any name? ) 
Well , yes , any name dat chew wanted tuh name i c , but heah they generally calls 

it Samue l .  Some calls it  Jack an ' some calls it Samue l .  But the proper name dat 
peoile in generally calls it is a Jack-bal l , a Jack-bal l .  

That i s  the way the Jack-ba l l  is made . )  
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Dat ' s  exactly the way - the Jack-bal l .  

1255 

Dey don ' t  poison ' em  heah as dey does in mah home . In mah home why dey poison 
' em indi fferent [ differently ] . 

(Where did you come from? ) 
Baton Rouge , Louisiana - yessub , bo ' n  an ' raised dere . Well , i f  yo ' happen 

tub evah go dere , think if yo ' kin , an ' go to Monroe , Louisiana ,  tub mah fren ' s  
house , Doctor Buzzard - red lips an ' red eyes [ these often considered typical 
of doctors - s ee p . 295 f . ] an ' oh , he ' s  a wang . 

(He ' s  at  Monroe , Louisiana . )  
He used to call himself Doctor Buzzard . Did you ever hear of  him? Well , 

ah ' ve ask him a deal of  time , an ' all dat ah evah gits , "Ah 'm out of de Buzzard 
family . " 

(Where did you say the Buzzard family came from? ) 
De Buzzard family wus reared in Louisiana , dat ' s  all ah evah gotten from him . 
(Did you ever hear of the Seven Sis ters down in New Orleans ? )  
Well ah know o f  ' em ,  but de way ab. unders tan '  ' em ,  dere not de Seven Sis ters -

�· It ' s  a sis ter called de Seven Sis ters but it ' s  not but one of ' em .  Dere ' s  
workers an ' people dat has ' em [ claim ] dey know ' em - dey think it ' s  s even of 
' em ,  when it j es '  her - de Seven [ Seventh ] Sis ter , lak a person bo ' n  de seventh 
day of the seventh month . 

(The seventh sister . She ' s  a seventh sis ter - a seventh daughter . )  
Exactly . 
I f  yo ' had mah ole lady an ' had a han ' made tub keep her an ' ah couldn ' t  git 

her . Well , it  wouldn ' t  be no way dat ah could git her back ' thout yo ' goin ' to 
someone , an ' dere ' s  no way dat ah could git her back unless ah could git dat han ' 
away from yo ' .  Well , how would yo ' git de han ' ?  

Well , yo ' would take a greasy dishrag an ' yo ' would take b lack co ffee - put 
three tablespoons full of black co ffee into a cup an ' a hal f ,  a tea cup an ' a 
half of water an '  apply it into a coffee po t an ' boil dat co ffee , an ' yo ' po ' dat 
co ffee out into a wash pan . Take dat greasy dishrag an ' b lack lodes tone , an ' � 
kin call that han ' up - yo ' take i t  away from dem . I f  dey had a moojoo across de 
street an ' dat might git dis seegar - yo ' sit  chere an ' dey take it away from 
yo ' , j es '  take it . [That would be  a good trick if  someone across the s treet with 
a moojoo could take away the seegar I was smoking ! ]  

(Well , now , how would you call that [hand up] ? )  
Well , yo ' d have to talk Hebrew-like . Yo ' realize de Hebrew language - some of  

dat ' s  in de  Six an '  Seven Books o[ Moses an ' den de balance in de 91 Psalms of 
David . 

(Well , what do you do with this dishrag and that water [ coffee] in that cup? ) 
Well , yo ' bath yore face , j es '  bath yore face j es '  as yo ' were washin ' i t , 

washin ' it  merely wi t ordinary watah . But in de meantime yo ' would use de lode
s tone as yo ' would soap , yo ' s ee whut ah mean , in yore han ' [ use lodes tone] in 
yore han ' j es '  as yo ' would soap , an ' yo ' apply it down [ the magic rite of  down
wards in cures ] an ' yo ' would bath yore face as yo ' would washin ' yore face - see 
whut ah mean , no t wipe it , allow it tub dry off on _ yo ' . [Then you do something 
to ] de clocks on de shelf [ turn back the hands ? ]  an ' s tab yore han ' at dat corner 
an '  dat corner [ demons trates ] .  

• (The opposite corners of  the room . )  
An '  dat one an ' dat one , an '  yo ' would change yo ' self an ' j es '  s tab at dis one 

an ' dis one - an ' yo ' worried with love . Den yo ' git into Hebrew language 
[ j umb le , j umble ] . Well ,  now , yo ' worried wi t love - according to de Six an '  
Seven Books o[ Moses ,  yo ' worried wi t love . Well , now , yo ' ain ' t  tryin ' tub do 
nuthin but tub pick dat [hand] j es '  exactly away from dis niggah , ah mean tub 
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s ay ,  away from dis pa ' ty ,  aftah yo ' git chure woman b ack .  
(There is a lo t of tha t going on , isn ' t there? )  
Oh , yes . 
(In your experience , what do you find mos t  of the trouble is conce rned with? ) 
Well , wit people , if ah unders tan ' yo ' , de bigges t of de people would like -

is "gittin '  mah ole lady b ack fo ' me" an ' "gittin ' that woman fo ' me , "  an ' 
"separatin ' dis man [ from his wife or woman ] . He ' s  a railroad man an ' ah wants 
tuh cut into him some way ,  Do c .  Could yo ' fix me so that ah could cut into him 
some ways .  Ah wants tuh cut into him , he makes good money . "  An '  those kind of 
things .  An' a whole lo t mo ' numerous , as ah would s ay ,  de French - everywhere 
ah go . Why , it ' s  as numerous as de hair on mah haid . I t ' s  mo ' numerous now den 
it  evah wus an ' ah been workin ' on people all mah days ,

" 
both white an ' black , an ' 

it ' s  mo ' numerous in any places ah goes , about those things . 
(Do you find that this work is dying out or is about the same as it used to 

be? ) 
No suh , it ' s  worse now tuh one part o f  de country den it  evah has [ been ] ; in 

othah parts o f  de country why de older head has died out an ' de younger head has 
j us t  heard of it , an ' dey ' s  travelin ' everywhere tuh try tuh find it . 
j Yo ' kin go in places an ' allow people tuh know dat chure dere - yore dere , 
' well , yore dere fo ' the day , maybe . Well , dis one will s ay ,  "Well , yo ' wait j es ' 
a few minutes . "  Well , i f  yo ' stay dere fo ' a day an ' a night , why , unles s yo ' 
j es ' git up an ' go , yo ' ll be dere a week or a couple o f  weeks , or maybe a month . 
People j es ' ramb lin ' fo ' dose kind o f  people . 

(Well , now , where would you find mos t  of this type of work? What people 
believe it more than [ o thers ] ? ) 

In Tennessee and Mis sissippi and Birmingham , Alab ama .  Lawd have mercy , yo ' go 
to dose places an' yo ' don ' t have tuh put up no cards . Jes ' let one woman come 
in de re - one woman come in dere . 

(Have you ever heard that there ' s  an organization that people b elong to , where 
you have to be initiated in this type of work? ) 

Well , it ' s  one place dat ah ' ve heard o f  it . De man dat wus ope ratin ' i t  at 
dat time , ah learned dat he wus daid . Dat wus at  Cleveland , Mississ ippi , no t 
Cleveland [ Ohio ] .  Well , anyway , Doator S tuart at Elizabeth , Mis sissipp i , but 
he ' s  daid , ah learned - ah don ' t know dis personally . Doator S tuart , but ah 
knew him - ah knew Doator S tuart personally . Well , ah learned dat he ' s  daid 
now . Dat wus a s chool at his place . He had his own license an ' he owned de 
whole b lock , an ' he had a s chool dere . 

(Have you ever heard that people doing this type o f  work , that - some colored 
girl wrote a book , wro te an article for a mag azine , and s aid that they have a 
sort of secret so ciety and all that sort o f  thing - for ceremony-like - and that 
you had to be initiated into it ? )  

Well , ah heard o f  it but ah nevah has been ab le tuh at tend a meeting . [ Tact
fully s tated ! ]  

(Well , that ' s  down in New Orleans . )  
When Eeople , dey wus callin ' dat de old way - see , dey called i t  'Ma 'm ' .  Dey 

have a new dispens ation fo ' dat , but de old way wus wit de b lack bot tle . Dey had 
a bottle an '  in dat day dey had in under de bot tom o f  it [ demons trates ] .  

(They had s hole [ indentation ] in the [ b o t tom o f  the ] bottle . )  [ Like a 
champagne bottle . ] 

Exactly , an '  i t  wus b lack . Well , dey take dat bot tle an ' dey wat ch yo ' or 
arrange tuh git up to yo ' some way , an ' dey git chure urinate an ' put it  in de 
bot tle . 

(You mean your water or your bowels ? )  
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No , yore bowels . Dey ' d  go an '  dey ' d  git  dat an ' dey ' d  bring i t  to yo ' an '  yo ' 
could app ly it into dat bot tle . Well , yo ' would go tuh where de ligh tnin ' had 
struck a tree , a pos t  o r  anything - dey call it gittin ' splinters off a tree 
where lightnin ' had struck . An '  yo ' would take nine of  dose splinters , an ' name 
dem days , 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 , 5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  nine days - yo ' d  name ' em by yo re hands an ' 
yo ' would apply ' em by de length o f  yore fingers , an ' yo ' would put dem in dat 
bot tle on de urinate [bowels ] ,  yo ' know , an '  put graveyard dirt in de re . Well , 
it ' s  a herb in de woods it ' s  called Eve- an ' -Adam [ Adam-and-Eve ] . Git  a inch of  
Eve-an ' -Adam an' dey would app ly i t  in dere , an ' on de clock - yo ' be shure [ to ]  
o re [ ho ld ]  yore wat ch - yo ' put dat in de ground at ' leven a ' clo ck . S top i t  good 
at de top an '  allow de top tuh go down an ' de bot tom upwards [ tilt bottle ] . In 
less dan 2 4  hours de lower bowe ls is lo cked an ' in place of dere havin ' action 
dere , dey have it heah [ demons trates ] .  

( Come up through the mouth . )  
Yes . 
(That ' s  the o ld black bottle tri ck . ) [ This was said years before Ge t smart . ] 

.Dey call dat now , de oZd wgy . In cases where i t  [ s till is in ] operation , 
why - Lawd have mercy ! Dog-gone ! Daid glory ! 

(Well , is there a newer way of  doing that now? ) 
Well , it ' s  de candle - de death candle . 
(The black candle . )  
Yo ' go buy yo ' a ni ckel [ ! ]  co conut an ' - it ' s  all tuh whut it be used fa ' .  

Now , de co conut , yo ' know - oh de devil , it ' s  used fa ' many things . 
In harmin ' people , now , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' bring i t  in heah an ' yo ' put i t  

down on de f lo ' , fus t forward an ' foremost . Well , yo ' go out some place i n  de 
woods , anywhere whe re dere ' s  woods or trees an ' so fo ' th .  Yo ' cut chew down a 
ha Zf s tick an ' a swi tch . See whut ah mean . 

(A haZf s tick? ) 
Yes - a good si zed thing , yo ' know . Yo ' put dat in yore po cke t an ' yo ' bring 

it in an '  yo ' put it down on de f lo ' an '  yo ' name dat co conut dat party , whoevah 
yo ' s  going work at , after dem . Yo ' see whut ah mean ? Yo ' call it a bad name an '  
yo ' let in [ s tart in ] on it an ' yo ' whippin ' i t  - whip it an ' ki ck i t  up , by 
name , an ' yo ' beat it , whipp in ' i t  all ovah di s house . Yo ' would take i t  den , 
aftah yo ' whip it , i t  ain ' t  broke - well , now , yo ' wants him tuh be whipped tuh 
death . Yo ' take i t  an ' at de ninth hour bury dat co conut in de ground . I f  yo ' 
cain ' t  bury i t  close to his home , i t ' s  all right , bury i t  in front of  de do ' as 
close to de house as yo ' kin git it . If  yo ' bury it undah de house it would be 
bettah .  I f  yo ' cain ' t  bury i t  undah de house , bury i t  as close to de house -
see , yo ' could think about i t . Why , i f  yo ' want i t  tuh wo rk tuhday , if yo ' could 
bury it undah de house at di s hour , why yo ' could bet a man $ 200 dat parti cular 
party , de law or someb ody i s  gain ' take a half stick an ' a swi tch an '  beat hell 
out of  ' em . Beat him - dat ' tween nine at night . Well , now , yo ' don ' t  had him 
beat up . Yo ' gain ' git  rid o f  him . Yo ' wind him [ the co conut named him] in a 
papah b ag an '  yo ' take a whi te hen ' s  egg an ' a b lack hen ' s  egg an ' put one in dat 
side of  de bag an ' one in dis side of  de b ag ,  an '  carry it to de watah ' s  edge an ' 
j e s ' swing it in yore hand lak dat [ demons trate s ] ,  swing it in yore hand , an ' 
s�ng it nine times , an ' lookout fa ' yo ' self . Throw i t  into de rivah an '  don ' t  
' low it tuh hit yo ' - whuf f  - a blaze of  fiah will j ump from i t  dis long . Well , 
aftah it ' s  gone down de rivah . 

(Put the eggs in the bag , cover the two eggs , and you swing i t  [ the b ag 
twi s ted or tied tight ] around nine time s and you throw i t  over your shoulder -
throw i t  over your shoulder into the water . )  

Yes suh , a blaze wi ll j ump from i t  - a great long b laze will j ump from it . 
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Well , it ' s  gone - it ' s  runnin ' watah , yo ' unders tand , an ' de coconut is gone , an'  
de  eggs is gone . Well , de  eggs is gonna rot . The eggs will rot sooner in  water . 
The coconut hull will be nine yeahs rotten [ ing ] in watah ; de party is gone fo ' 
nine yeahs . He ' ll stop heah an ' git a j ob an ' he ' ll work a week or ten days or 
maybe a month - he ' s  gone . He ' s  gotta go . As long as dat coconut be in dat 
watah befo ' de hull of  it  ro t ,  he ' s  continually goin ' an ' gonna go , an '  go tta 
go , an ' dere cain ' t  nobody git  him back until dat co conut ro ts in de watah . 

Dat ' s  one way . 
Now , a diff ' rent way , yo ' want him tub be killed . Take dat coconut an ' put 

dat on dis flo ' , an ' kick it an ' call it , "Yo ' son-of-a-b itch" - pa ' don me - an '  
hit i t  wit a hammer an '  bus t it , an '  put i t  into a rag , not a papah , an ' wrap it 
j es '  as clost as yo ' kin git it  [ demons trates ] . 

(Wrap it  away from you that way . )  
Wrap it  j es '  as close as yo ' kin git , wit black thread , an ' tighten it as 

tight as yo ' kin git it , an ' give somebody a dollar-an ' -a-half an ' tell ' em  tub 
bury it at night undah de steps or close in d:e house . "Wait till dey go tub bed . 
Heah ' s a dollar-an ' -a-half , yo ' kin put it  in de ground . "  Be t chew mah ·neck 'gin 
a match , j es ' as dat coconut bus ted , de law or automob ile or streetcar or train 
or somethin ' will bus t his haid an ' tear him all to hell , in less den 24 hours 
time . 

Dat git him killed , but it ' s  no t right . Yo ' unders tand me? 
(I  understand . )  
Ah heard o f  ' em  us in ' a lemon one way with a snail tub make a man lose his 

natuz>e fo ' w:imm.in . Well , yo ' take a snail - yo ' know a snail is s low as ' lasses 
in wintePtime , but howevah dey crawls , an '  yo ' take a pas teboard an ' yo ' put down 
an * yo 1 1 low him tub git on de pas teboard . An '  when he gits up on de pasteboard , 
why yo ' git him an ' yo ' ' ply him into yore lap , an ' git  chew some table salt an ' 
put on his back an '  he ' ll boil - he ' ll boil . An '  take him den with cayenne 
peppah an ' put cayenne peppah all ovah him , an ' put gPaveyard diPt all ovah him , 
an ' yo ' take pounded alum - take pounded alum an '  put all ovah dere , an ' git chew 
one of dose splinters whare lightnin ' have struck a tree an ' yo ' fix him all 
[ demonstrates ] .  

(You sort of whip him up like that , like mixing an egg . }  
Mix him all up together . Den yo ' git  chew some - no t a tallow candle but a 

wax candle . Yo ' know whut ah mean . Yo ' know a tallow candle will break an '  a 
wax candle will bend an ' run , yo ' know . Git it  an ' yo ' melt it  - put i t  in a 
fryin ' pan on yore heater an ' yo ' melt it . Well , den , aftah yo ' melt it , yo ' 
' low it tub git  cold an ' yo ' cut chew off some - well , ah 'magine 'bout wide as 
dis dish [ or ash tray on table ] . An '  yo ' take dis an ' yo ' put it  into dat candle 
[ lemon] . An '  yo ' ll make a ball [of  the wax] , an '  yo ' ll cut a hole [ in the lemon] 
j es '  as small as yo ' kin an ' squeeze it . Squeeze it  [ lemon] an ' yo ' put it  [wax ]  
in  dis lemon an ' yo ' ll sew it  dis  way - as ah showed yo ' .  Sew it j es '  as dis 
cross is made wit de black thread , den turn it an ' yo ' sew it dis way wit de 
white thread , j es '  as it crosses dere . 

(You sew around it  - you sew with what ? )  
Wit a needle an ' thread . 
(Do you put this s tuff in a cloth? ) 
No , de lemolt. 

• 

(You j ust  put the thread around the lemon - that the idea? ) 
No , dere ' s  a hole in de lemon an ' yo ' ' ply dat in de lemon , an '  [ that is ] why 

yo ' cut de hole in de lemon ; j es '  sew it  back up wit dese two threads - de black 
thread an '  de white thread , yo ' unders tand . An '  yo ' sew i t  two ways - sew it dis 
way an ' den yo ' turn it an' sew it dis way [ demonstrates ] .  
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(One way you use the white thread and the other way you use the black thread -
in sewing that hole up in the lemon . )  

Exactly . Well , den yo ' take it , aftah yo ' sew it up , an ' yo ' git it lak yo ' 
want it , an '  yo ' be partial wit it ; yo ' rub it , yo ' rub it chew know tub try tub 
git de end , yo ' know , soft . In de meantime yo ' run yore knife or somethin ' in 
it an ' put chure ingredient in it . An '  aftah yo ' s ew it up , yo ' rub it partial 
tub keep it from comin ' out de end aftah it ' s  sewed partially . 

Well , now , yo ' take dat lemon an '  yo ' make at de s ame place dat ah told yo ' ,  
as ah would say ,  at de fo ' ks of  de road . Dere ' s  a fo ' k  an ' dere ' s  a fo ' k  an '  
dere ' s  a fo ' k .  Well , now , yo ' g o  in dat fo ' ks o f  de road an '  yo ' would bury dem 
up dere fo ' dat particular party who dat chew is workin ' wit , an ' yo ' talk to it . 
Yo ' see , de main thing in de Hebrew language - de main thing is  did in de Hebrew 
language an '  yo ' name it whut chew want it tub b e  done , '�o ' will have so-an ' -so
an ' -so did to yo ' at sich-an ' -sich-a-time , "  an ' den yo ' would bury dat . Natu
rally , in 24 hours it ' s  goin ' b e  done to yo ' ,  regardless of  de circums tances ; 
unless yo ' know whut tub do tub s top it , it ' s  goin ' b e  done to yo ' .  

( In other words , burying that lemon out there will do anything you ask it  to 
do . )  

To that particular [ p erson] who yo ' workin ' against - anything lak dat , see . 
Well , dey kin do dat . Well , git ' em a string an ' [ ask] "How tall is yo ' ? " 

[The person answers ] "Ah 'm five feet seven inches high . " Well , dey take a s tring 
dat night aftah he gone tub bed an ' maybe dat chew work until [ t ired] - [ in fact ] 
yo ' don ' t  have tub work but chew standin ' heah an ' worried wit people as ah have 
[all day ]  - when yo ' lay down at night , well yore brains or yore haid is ti ' ed ,  
yo ' couldn ' t  have b een dat ti ' ed i f  yo ' been out dere laborin ' . Anyway , yo ' re 
ti ' ed .  Well , yo ' ll lay down an '  yo ' got a lady . Naturally , when yore ti ' ed why 
she want chew tub gash her . Well , yo ' go ahead on an '  gash her , j es '  tub keep 
her from worryin ' yo ' - yo ' re ti ' ed an ' broke down from worryin ' wit de pub lic 
all day .  Well , a few minutes aftah yo ' gash her , yo ' re gone asleep - yo ' re ti ' ed 
an '  broke down . Now , she ' ll take a s tring an '  she ' ll measure yo ' from yore haid 
tub yore toes , de length of  yo ' . Well now , she ' ll t ie seven knots in dat s tring . 
Well , den she ' d  take de same s tring an ' she ' d  measure yore peter an ' she ' d  t ie a 
knot in dat . Well , den she ' d  take a cow - yo ' know dat Magus book? 

(A Zbertus Magnus - yes . )  
I t  explain to yo ' - it ' s  a thing on de laigs , i t ' s  called a night-eye . Yo ' 

know dat black thing on a cow ' s  laigs . [Also on legs of  horses . ]  Well , now 
yo ' ll git it  off  of  her , if yo ' have one , or  git someone tub git it . Yo ' take it  
an '  yo ' burn it , an ' naturally when yo ' burn it , when yo ' burn dis papah [holding 
night-eye cutting s ] , de ashes is left an ' yo ' would apply dat [night-eye ashes ] 
on de [ another] papah an '  yo ' put dat s tring into it  [ these ashes ] .  Well , yo ' d  
git  a hen ' s  aig an ' yo ' d  git dat skin outa dat . Aftah yo ' b reak a aig , it ' s  a 
skin in dere in dat hull [ shell ] . Yo ' see whut ah mean . Yo ' git dat out of  dere 
an ' yo ' d  apply it heah wit de black [night-eye dust ]  dat chew got  offa de cow 
laig ; an ' aftah humin ' it , apply all hit heah togethah . Den yo ' d  git de chewin ' 
gum an ' yo ' d  melt  de chewin ' gum an ' yo ' would take dat s tring an ' roll it  up 
j es '  as close as yo ' could git it an ' yo ' d  make a pill out o f  it . Well , yo ' 
would tell de party when he git  puny ,  s ays , "Yo ' oughta  take some medicine . "  

• Says , "Well , ah dunno whut tub take . "  Says , ' 'Whut chew take? " 
Yo ' says , "A pill - ah got sane tablets down heah dat will he ' p  yo ' ,  an '  ah ' ve 

been takin ' ' em . " Says , "Yo ' oughta take yo ' some tab lets . "  
' 'Well ,  whut kind tablets is these ? " 
Well , yo ' say ,  "Oh , kidney or  liver tab lets . "  Anything dat chew wanta say .  
"Well , ah feels a little ill . Git me one , ah ' 11 take . " 
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[ I  omit 35 lines o f  text - a little raw and pointless . ]  
(What do they say to you now? ) 
"Doc , ah want chew tuh raise hell wi t so-an ' -so . 

gittin ' ' long so well , an ' he ' s  crazy ' bout her . Ah 
all to hell . " 

Yo ' know him an ' his wi fe 
j es ' want yo ' tuh tear ' em 

Well , yo ' git some black cat an ' cut hair off de end of his tail an ' cut his 
mus tache off ; an ' git a white dog an ' cut his mus tache off , an ' j es '  a little 
hair out de top of  his back .  An '  yo ' mix dis hair togethah , an ' yo ' take gun
powder an ' put wit it , an ' yo ' take cayenne peppah an ' yo ' put wi t it , an ' yo ' 
take table salt an ' yo ' put in it , an ' yo ' wrap it  up j es '  as tight as yo ' kin 
git it . Make a small bag of i t  an ' come dere . 

Yo ' says , "Yo ' got a match? " Den [you quickly say ] , "Oh , dat ' s  all right . "  
She may be cookin ' , see dere may be some fiah in de heater , says , "Dat ' s all 
right , ah kin git a light heah . " 

[ She ] say ,  "No , heah ' s a match . "  
[You] say ,  "Oh , dat ' s  all right . "  Yo ' put de match in yore pocket an ' yo ' ll 

open de s tove an ' git a light , an ' light de cigare t an ' put dat in dere . 
(Put that other package right in the s tove . )  
In de s tove . Yo ' apply it [ say i t ]  to yoreself , ·�ell , eat ' s  an ' dogs can ' t 

agree , yo ' cain ' t agree . "  Apply dat in de s tove an ' it ' s  gonna burn an ' gonna 
explode . Well , if yo ' don ' t mind [ are not care ful] , by golly yo ' only git out 
de house ' fore her an ' her husband done had hell an ' gone , an ' if  de law or some
body don ' t s top ' em ,  dey ' ll kill one another .  Dey ' ll raise hell . 

Well , now , yo ' take him - now heah ' s  a lady dat chew wants tuh git  in with . 
Yo ' git  dis toad an ' yo ' take a brand-new tin bucket dat nevah had been used an ' 
yo ' put him in dat tin bucket , an ' fas ten him up in dat tin bucket an ' watch him 
every day until he die . Don ' t let him out , don ' t le t him git no air , an ' watch 
ovah him ; don ' t give him no food or  nuthin , watch him every day until he dies . 
I f  yo ' looks at him dis mawnin ' an ' he dies sometime dis mawnin ' befo ' noon , why 
yo ' take yo ' fo ' spoons of  watah dat wus caught in May , as people announce it  
May Pain watah , an ' apply it in dere wit him an ' yo ' rinse an ' rinse him in de 
watah , yo ' see . Yo ' swing him round an ' round until yo ' swing him eighteen times 
around in dat watah . Den yo ' take him out an ' yo ' lay him care fully down ; wrap 
him up in papah so  yo ' kin lay him down . Git chew a strainer an ' yo ' strain dis 
watah . An '  yo ' take dis watah an ' buy some candy , git a bottle of coca-cola or 
somepin , whiskey or anything , dat yo ' kin git it  into , an ' yo ' give it to dat 
particular party . If it ' s  a girl , why yo ' put it  on dat candy an ' put it  out on 
top of de house an ' allow it tuh dry , an ' yo ' wrap dis candy up an ' come on down 
to de house an ' yo ' got chew some candy , eatin ' yo ' some candy . 

Yo ' say ,  "Want some candy? " She say ,  "Yeah , "  while yo ' s  bitin ' yores . She 
say , "How much? " 

[You] say ,  "Aw ,  go ' head on , ah got some mo ' . " 
Yo ' j es '  eat yores , so naturally she ' ll take it . Well , when she eat dat 

candy , yo ' go ahead on away . Well , she want tuh see yo ' j es '  as bad as dat frog 
wanta git out of dat bucket befo ' he die - she wanta see yo ' j es '  dat bad ,  gotta 
see yo ' .  

Yo ' git a frog an ' yo ' put him on somepin hot or yo ' put him on top of  a house • 
an ' let him s tay dere . Well , now , in 1 8  days - don ' t wanta let him stay dere 
ovah 18 days . In de meantime yo ' ll have tuh have table salt wit ' im ,  all applied 
all ovah him , table salt , an ' j es ' speak concern of whut de book says dat "salt 
is de savin ' power to have tuh be trample undah feet of men . " Well , yo ' put him 
up on top of de house an ' his meat den will dry up . Yo ' take him wit chure pen
knife an ' yo ' examine him . Yo ' come to a bone in him dat ' s  made lak a spur , yo ' 
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understan ' .  Well , yo ' take dat bone an ' put it  in two kinds of perfume - Jockey 
Club perfume an ' White Rose perfume - an ' if yo ' kin git close enough to de girl 
j es '  tuh play wit her , an ' ketch her wit dat or  break it off into her garment . 
Why anywheres yo ' go , why she ' s  gotta come tuh where yo ' be ' s  - she gotta come 
tuh where yo ' is wit dat bone . 

An '  it ' s  a thing in his fo ' head - ah would call it his fo ' head . I t ' s  not a 
dime but it ' s  a round thing ,  some kinda gristle concern . Aftah i t  gits dry , yo ' 
take it out an ' it looks similar tuh pearl , j es '  de size of a dime . Den yo ' take 
dat an ' carry it to some dese  boys or men or  maybe dat chew could do it ; j es ' 
make it into one dese han 'made rings . Well , yo ' give her dat ring . Have dat 
ring made out it an ' give it tuh her , an ' tell her , say ,  "Now , every time ah see 
yo ' ,  ah wanta see dat ring on yo ' fingah . " Well , naturally , it ' s  purtty , it 
shines an ' maybe she will wear it . Long as she wears dat ring - if she happen 
tuh have a husban ' , an ' she put dat ring on dis mawnin ' an '  tuhnight when he 
come - dis is really his house an ' he ' s  payin ' her house rent heah an '  tendin ' 
tuh business - but by gosh she goin ' put him out . She goin ' put him outa heah 
or  kill him . She goin ' put him outa heah . 

(As long as she wears that ring . )  
Yes , sir . I f  she wears dat ring , why it  ain ' t  no way in de world dat he kin 

do anything wit her unless he wanta kill her . Yessuh ,  dat ' s  yore woman . 
(That other bone , you hooked into her , into her clothing - like a spur? ) 
Yessuh .  
(Do they speak of goo[er dust? ) 
Yessuh ,  dey believe in dat . 
(What is goofer dust supposed to be? ) 
Well , dey have a way of doin ' off wit chew . Dey take a snake an ' dey cut him 

off about eight or nine inches - lak dis in his head , eight or  nine disaway , an '  
dey put him up on a house an ' dey git about three of ' em or s ix o f  ' em ,  an ' dey 
cut his haid off an '  pound him up , put him up till he gits dry . Dey pound him 
up . Dey take Blue Seal Vaseline an ' put in a box an ' dey take de yellah of  a 
egg out of  a b lack hen , see , an ' dey put in it . Dey pound i t  up good an ' dey 
put olive oil in it . Dey s tir it up an ' dey put enough of de egg an ' de vaseline 
wit it till it come tuh be a salve lak - thick , yo ' know . 

Well ,  tuhnight yo ' ll fo ' git an ' leave yore axe outdo ' s ,  an ' dey ' ll come an ' 
take dis heah axe an ' go all ovah yo ' axe wit dat s tuff , an ' dey go all ovah yo ' 
do ' bo ' d  [ doorboard ] wit dat s tuff . Yo '  come on out an ' git chure axe an ' cut 
wood . Yo ' ll take a pain in yore arms an ' in less  den three days yo ' got live 
serpents all in yore arm - live serpents in yore arm from de do ' bo ' d  or yore axe . 
Dey believe in dat mess  heah , dese  people heah ; by golly dey put serpents in yore 
arms in a minute . 

( I sn ' t  there any way of  getting that s tuff out , of  getting those live things 
out of  you? ) 

Oh sho ' , naturally , dere two ways tuh kill ' em - yo ' kill dem wit coal oil . 
An ' den too , agin , is tuh run ' em outa yore sys tem ,  yo ' d  have tuh make yore 
medicine . 

Yo '  go in de woods an '  yo ' know whut black hawk is - yes suh , a herb outa de 
g�ound . Go in de woods an ' yo ' git b lack hawk an ' git Eve-an '-Adam an ' use de 
left side of Adam an '  de right side of Eve into dat bucket of  dat cup or  whatevah 
yo ' boil it  in - b lack hawk an ' Eve-an '-Adam , an ' yo ' make a medicine out of it . 
An '  yo ' apply a tablespoonful of alcohol in it an ' yo ' would give it tuh de party 
tuh drink twice a day an '  aftah de third day why , ooh , yo ' ll nearly have a fit . 
[ Could b lack hawk be black haw? Or is this a hoodoo root  for hoodoo Saint Black 
Hawk , p . 863 ? ] 
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Yo ' take a catfish an ' yo ' git  him alive an ' yo ' bring him home or brink 
[bring ] him tub where dat chew kin have a deal of watah , an ' yo ' would put ' em 
in dat watah an ' allow him tub swim . An '  aftah he stay in dat watah as much as 
a hour or hour an '  a half or somepin lak dat , why yo ' take it an ' po ' it half 
full - git chew a half-pint bottle an '  po ' i t  half full of  dat watah out of dat 
bottle [ container in which fish is swimming ] an ' finish de balance due wit 
whiskey ; finish fillin ' it  wit whiskey . 

When he comes - why he ' s  a heavy whiskey drinker - yo ' go downtown an ' buy 
him a half pint o f  whiskey an ' [ or ]  buy him a pint an ' ' low him tub drink all he 
wants . Well ,  at de meantime , every drink of dat whiskey dat he drinks , yo ' goin ' 
make him a toddy . An ' ah po ' whiskey , j es '  as much outa dis bottle , outa dis 
fish-watah , in [ to ]  dat whiskey - into dat pure whiskey as yo ' can , every drink , 
an ' ' low him tub drink it . Let him drink it all up if  he will . I f  he gits 
drunk , dat ' s  perfectly all right . Now , when he gits up in de mawnin ' - save 
him a drink - an ' when he gits up in de mawnin ' yo ' j es '  hand him dat bottle . 
If  he smells it , well it ' s  de same drink . Jes ' hand him de bottle an ' say ,  "Yo ' 
wanta drink , ah know yo ' feels bad - take a drink . " He uns crews it an ' smells 
it . I f  he ' s  done eat , dere ' ll come every bit of  it back - every time he smell 
whiskey an ' he eat . 

(That cures him? ) 
Yes . 
Dey use de whirlwind in one way with treasures , de o thah way ah ' ve nevah 

heard . 
Well , yo ' watch de whirlwind an ' whare hit goes an ' stops , why i t ' s  a hidden 

treasure there . Go out an ' take yo ' a soundin ' -rod an ' yo ' bo ' [bore ] i t  down 
in de ground , an ' yo ' git  yo ' some black cow ' s  sweet milk , an ' aftah yo ' pull 
yore rod up , po ' dat milk in de ground , an ' have everybody tub be quiet , an ' 
it ' ll thunder in dat ground - thunder j es '  as de bos s is thunderin ' in heaven 
an ' yo ' know dat it ' s  money in de ground . Bo ' a hole heah or anywhare ' s  else 
whare hit went , yo ' won ' t heah anything . Yore mind will tell yo ' ' cordin ' tub 
de book [hoodoo book? ] that ' s  whare de treasure is . Dat ' s  whare de treasure is 
located . 

(What other books do you know besides the Six [ th ]  and Seven [ th ]  Books of Moses 
and A ZbePtus Magnus ? Any other book that you have come across ? )  

Well , B laak APt - yeah , B laak APt . 
(The BZaak APt is a book? ) 
Yessuh . Yo ' know dat people believes in dat - witchcraft , white aret an ' 

black art . 
(What do they call this type of  work down here ? )  
Dey call it  in dis country spiPi tuabnent - witchcraft an ' spiPi tuaZment. 

[What he actually says is spiPt 'aZment . ]  
(They don ' t  call it hoodoo? )  
Oh , no ! No ! 
(WelT; wh� is hoodoo? )  
Well , dat ' s  - people dat don ' t  believe in nuthin but settin ' death- candles on 

�' takin ' an ' puttin ' snakes in yo ' ,  scorpions in yuh , killin ' yo ' , doin ' off 
wit chew , put�n ' yo ' in bad health - messin ' yo ' up in a way of  speakin ' . 

(They call that hoodoo ? )  
Hoodoo in ' , yeah • 
(Are there many POot-dbatoPs around this part of  the country? ) 
Hero-dbatoPs . 
(Do they call that triakin ' ?  Sometimes they call it  tricking . )  [Did my word 

tPiak trigger off what now follows . Is he replying , ·�ou are not putting any-
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thing over on me? " ]  

1263 

No . Anytime dat a fellah come in dis country ,  if  he i s  a phys icianer , � 
lak yo ' s  a man - yo ' unders tan ' , don ' t  wanta pin flowers on mahself , but - if 
yo ' s a man didn ' t  know whut chure doin ' , why yo ' don ' t  git  out in de  s treet wit 
a black bag .  [ I  carried a tan leather brief case - see margin title EQUIPMENT 
in INTRODUCTION . ] Yo ' come in heah an ' sit in heah , an'  peoples dat wanta see 
yo ' will come heah - yo ' can ' t  s top ' em from comin ' .  In other words , yo ' have 
' em tuh come heah . Well , yo ' would have apparatus an ' use de apparatus . [He 
was very curious about my Telediphone l ]  Yo ' know whut ah mean? Yo ' don ' t  put 
any cards out - don ' t  advertise at all , yo ' sit  heah an ' have ' em tuh come . See 
whut ah mean? Dat ' s  a man - yo '  supposed tuh be a herb doator - a spiri tual an' 
a herb doator. 

I f  he sick ,  he come - if he sick or anything is wrong wit him , yo ' cure him . 
An '  if  he want a moojoo made or toby or seal or anything of  de kind , yo ' do ' s  
dat fo ' him .  

[ Thus , after his fo rmer speculation about m e  - preceding my long note some 
pages ago - he finally decides I am not a hoodoo but a spiritual and a herb 
doator ! 1 

Well , yo ' take a new tin pan an'  - yore woman is gone - an ' yo ' git chew some 
brims tone . Git chew a dime ' s  worth of  brimstone , an ' git chew a dime ' s worth of  
bluestone , an ' git chew a nickel bag with cayenne peppah , an ' yo ' pound it  all up 
together - an '  table salt , git chew a bag of table salt . Git chew a case knife . 
An ' put it [mixture ] on a newspapah . Aftah yo ' beat i t  up , put it all togethah , 
an ' take a knife an ' cut it to yo ' an ' turn it around an ' cut it to yo ' [making 
a cross ] .  Den yo ' take five spoons of  dat an ' put in a newspapah an ' yo ' bend it 
an ' tie it up - de shots , dey call it  shots .  Den yo ' would apply ' em into five 
at nine a ' clock , ' leven a ' clock , two a ' clock yo ' d  burn dem . Yo ' burn until yo ' 
burnt nine of  ' em .  Aftah yo ' burnt de nine , why yo ' ll meet her , "How yo ' feel? " 
An ' go right on . Aftah yo ' burnt de nine , yo ' could bet a man a dollah-an ' -a '  
half tuh a dollah,  she ' ll b e  dere an '  yo ' haven ' t  give her no invitation tuh 
come . Well , yo ' know she ' d  be dere - from dat pan , yo ' understan ' . It ' s  j es ' 
a ord ' n ' ry tin pan dat yo ' buy , an ' yo ' put it  on de stove an ' aftah yo ' git it 
het , de B laak Art [name of hoodoo book] says , "Yo ' heatin ' de mind of  yore loved 
one an ' make her hasten on home to  yo ' . "  

Well , yo ' take him , yo ' don ' t  break him . 
(What do they call them down here? What kind o f  bat ? )  
Leatherwing . 
[ I  have many gambling hands made from the animal bat (see BAT , p . 522)  - not 

all of them in this book - but the mos t elaborate of all is probably the follow
ing hand. 1 

Yo ' take him an ' yo ' don ' t  tear him - yo ' don ' t  tear his hide , yo ' don ' t  open 
him . Yo ' take him ,  an ' easy as yo ' kin , git de feathers off of his back , an ' yo ' 
'ply a silver dime undah each arm - undah each wing . An '  yo ' take an ' yo ' git 
chew some red flannel an ' yo ' lay him down , an ' git chew two needles an ' put ' em 
on dis dime . An ' put de new s teel [needles ] undah this dime - de two needles 
j es '  de same [ the same two needles ] .  Yo ' shet his wings close to him .  Yo ' take 
a silk thread an ' yo ' d  wrap him - wrap him to yo ' tight ,  den yo ' d change an ' 
yo'd wrap it  to yo ' t ight agin . Well , den yo ' d  take his haid an ' bend his haid , 
aftah yo ' d  wrap thirteen times . Den yo ' d  take graveyaPd dirt an ' sprinkle it  all 
ovah him an ' yo ' d  set him up den fo ' three days . Den yo ' d  git shammy hide an ' 
good-smellin ' talcum powders - a powder dat smells loud , why yo ' could heah i t . 
Meantime yo ' put perfume in dis powders an ' yo ' d  sprinkle it all ovah an ' sew 
him up into dat . An ' yo ' d  give it  to the party an ' tell de party tuh git him 
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lodes t one an ' take a leak on de lodes tone , an ' aftah yo ' take a leak on de lode
.s tone - ' low him tub ke t ch dat in a pan or bucke t or somep in , unders tan '  - an ' he 
would dampen dis bat in i t , no t we t him , dampen i t . An ' wrap him round wi t dat 
one-dollah bill o r  whatevah b ill or whatevah greenback dat chure were goin ' 
gamb lin ' [with ] ; yo ' d  wrap him round wi t i t , an ' put i t  in yore p o cke t an ' go 
tub de game . 

Well , i t ' s  a cinch - yo ' kin put a guarantee on i t , i t  goin ' b reak dese crap 
games when he g o t  in ' em .  Yo ' could ' bout near b e t  him . I t ' s  a cinch , yo ' know 
he ' s  goin ' win . 

[ While my machine was s toppe d I asked him about the us e o f  salt a t  the gam
b l ing tab le - see 22 64-2269 , p . 64 1 . ]  

Well , dat table salt [ in the hand p re ceding the b a t ] yo ' go t as s t rong a hand 
as any man in de game . Yo ' got a moojoo , a toby o r  whut dey may call i t , a Jack
ba ll�  an ' naturally dey ain ' t goin ' ask fo ' a sea l be cause dere ain ' t very many 
people in dis [part of the ] country know whut a sea l cons i s t  o f . Anyway , why yo ' 
git in a game an ' yo ' fade him a time or two an ' he pass on yo ' .  Well , yo ' g o  
outdo ' s  an ' yo ' got chew some whi skey in a b o t t le , an ' yo ' take a l i t t le drink 
an ' yo ' put [ some times spi t ]  j es '  a li t tle on dis b a t  [ this is called feeding the 
hand or moojoo ] an ' yo ' rub him in yore han ' , an ' yo ' come on back in de house 
an ' yo ' s t and up awhile wi t chure han ' in yore p o cke t wi t him in yore han ' . 

We ll , den yo ' beat i t  tub de tab le . Yo ' go up tub de tab le an ' yo ' begin tub 
gamb le agin . Well , i f  yo ' fade him a time or two an ' he p ass on yo ' - well , i f  
yo ' sho o t  at him an ' miss him , yo ' know he ' s  beyond yo ' ;  he ' s  s tronger den yo ' .  
Den yo ' leaves out , s ay ,  "Lemme g i t  roun ' heah . "  In de meant ime , yo ' rub yore 
[ b ody ] han ' in yore outs ide co at pocke t [ in which a gamb ler usually carries salt ] 
an ' yo ' put some tab le salt in his pocke t or put it on him - anywhere dat chew 
kin g i t  i t  on him - an ' yo ' kill his ' n  [ his hand or moojoo ] .  Yo ' take table salt 
an ' kill a moojoo .  

Ain ' t do dat but one way , as ah know o f  [ in a the ft case ] . Yo ' d  have tub find 
out whut do ' he went out an ' g i t  nine splinters o f f  de do ' dat he went out o f ,  
an ' t ake b lack co ffee an ' de b rown lodes tone , an ' b o i l  i t  toge ther an ' ' ply ' em 
tuhge ther .  Git a pint b o t t le , put akeri te [ ! ]  an ' op ium [ ! ]  in i t , an ' swe e t  
spiri ts o f  niter , an ' s e t  i t  i n  yore do ' s teps d i s  way [ demons trates ] . Jes ' lak 
dat do ' is lak dat , j es '  s e t  i t  right in de cornahs o f  de outside do ' ,  j es '  s e t  
i t  i n  dere wi t de mouth yonder way . 

(Wi th the mouth pointing out . )  
Yeah . Well , den yo ' kin have dat same p ar ty dat ' s  takin ' dat j unk outa heah 

o r  whatevah i t  i s  - yo ' kin make him bring i t  b a ck an ' tell yo ' why he taken i t , 
wi t de sp linters , i f  yo ' kin find out whut do ' he went out , yo ' kin make him 
b ring i t  back . 

[ I  know] one way , an ' dat ' s  curin ' a person . Co ' se yo ' kin take a rus ty nail , 
burn rus ty nails an ' cure people o f  de dropsy ; in o ther wo rds , make de swe llin ' 
go down an ' 1 low ' em tub pee it out of ' em . 

(How would you do that ? )  
Well , yo ' d  take dose ro d  nai ls [ old- fashioned square nails ] de burnt Pod 

nai ls .  Dere has been a time dat nails wus - dem ole nails dat chew would hit 
' em in de haidJ de haid would come off . Ah dunno whe ther yo ' heah [ o f ]  dat , but 
at dat time dey wus de onlies t  kinda nails dey used heah . Dose nails , yo ' g i t  
' em aftah dey are burnt i n  an o l e  buildin ' , an ' i f  dere b urn t  i t ' s  all righ t , an ' 
i f  dere no t ,  an ' rus ty , i t ' s  all righ t . Yo ' take ' em an ' yo ' put ' em into a 
quar t o f  watah an ' allow ' em tub s tay in dat 24 hours day an ' nigh t , an ' yo ' 
s train dem out an ' yo ' kin give a person dat ' s  g o t  de dropsy dat tub drink , an ' 
de swellin ' will go down an '  he will pee i t  out his b ladder . Yo ' could cure him 
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wit dose nails . 
Den too , agin , if  yo ' wants tuh kill ' im , draw his picture on a pastebo ' d  an ' 

make him a great big heart [ on this drawn figure ] . Yo ' git to a sycamore tree 
an ' glaze [ rub off the rough bark ] de sycamore tree on de side dat ' s  east - goin ' 
tuh de eas tside of de sycamore tree - an ' yo ' name dat him an ' drive dem nails 
t ' rough his heart , an ' in less den 24 hours he ' ll go daid . He ' ll walk ' long 
dere somewhare an ' he ' ll fall , or he kin kill ' im  whare he is - it  will kill him . 

[ They take ] out of  de ground de dirt from de ant , when dey ' ply down an ' make 
dirt come up [ ant-mound dirt ] . An '  dey take dat dirt an ' apply it  wit Blue Seal 
Vaseline , an ' apply it wit oil of winterg reen , oil of sp ice , oil of bergamot , an ' 
dey put it on de stove an ' cook it down until it  nearly burnt , an ' dey set it off 
an' dey pound it . Dey make whut chew call throw-up powders . Yo ' take a pinch 
an ' yo ' are down , down - yo ' know , yore down an ' out , an ' yo ' wants tuh git money 
an ' git up in de world an ' have friends . Yo ' come in heah an ' yo ' take a pinch 
an ' yo ' throw it tuh de fo ' cornahs of  de house - de book [hoodoo book ] give it 
de fo ' cornahs of de house represents de fo ' aornahs of de world. Naturally , in 
fo ' days , why yo ' kin see a change in yore business an ' tuh yo reself . Dey use it  
in dis  [part of  the ] country fo ' dat . 

[ The bird nes t ]  dat ' s  tuh run people crazy . 
white dog hair an '  pound it togethah an ' ketch 
apply dat in his hide an ' turn him a-loose an ' 
rabbit run yo ' ll run . 

Take dat an ' black cat hair an ' 
a rabbit an ' tear his hide an ' 
run people crazy . Wherevah dat 

(Whose hair do you use ?  What do they put into that rabbit? ) 
Dey take de bird nes t ,  take white dog hair an ' b lack dog [ cat ] hair wit de 

nest  an ' wind it togethah , an ' ketch de rabb it an ' put it in his back an ' turn 
him a-loose ,  an ' when de rabbit will run , yo ' ll run an ' run . Yo ' crazy , cain ' t  
nobody unrun yo ' ,  chaw yore tongue up an ' all dat mess . 

[ The preceding rite is incomplete , as my question shows . His answer merely 
repeats what he had already said . Either he should have named the three-ing re
dient dust his victim , or have assumed that the bird had used the victim ' s  hair .  
For birds using human hair in  nests , see FACI , 2ed . , 3775-3780 , p . l67 . ] 

Yo ' use it an ' yo ' burn it - git  chew de ole shoes wit de garli c in it tuh 
make people come , de cus tomers come in restaurants an ' whiskey j ' ints , tuh make 
a heap of folks come . 

Ah know about buzzards . Take a buzzard feather an ' make people move . Yo ' 
pull it [ quill ] out of  heah an ' yo ' cut it off . Yo ' leave the part that wus in 
him - dat ' s  de part dat chew want - but chew cut de othah off an ' yo ' open de 
little holes in it an ' yo ' put three things in it . First yo ' put in a pinch of 
salt in it , an ' de next is cayenne peppah , an ' de last is gunpowder - an '  yo ' 
keep it j es ' tuh dawn of day . Meantime it ' s  in a papah down into dat little 
hole dat ' s  in it . An '  git up at j es ' dawn of day , j es '  befo ' sunrise , an ' yo ' ll 
light it an ' - yo ' ll hold it towards de person ' s  house an '  yo ' strike a match an ' 
yo ' ll light it , an '  de powder will make it ' splode . Well , in 48  hours de party 
is gone . Ah use dat in mah home fo ' runnin ' people away . 

(You put it right down into this quill - stuff that stuff down in this quill , 
the buzzard quill . )  

• [ To make this interview complete , I include the following tail-end lines of a 
rite I failed to record - forgot to turn on machine . ]  

Yes . 
(How long do they do that ? )  
[You] ' low ' em t uh  be in dat 24 hours , a night an ' a day , an ' put on somepin 

j es ' hot an ' ' low ' em  tuh eat ' em . 
(You mean any kind of  fruit - and let some girl eat it? ) 
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Dey use fo ' young girls or any woman . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Oh , make ' em crazy about chew , hunt chew , send fo ' yo ' ,  look fo ' yo ' .  
[This ends the incomplete ri te . ] 
(The goat ' s  horn? ) 
Dey use it , yeah . Well , yo ' take it , git de straightes t part of  it  dat chew 

kin an ' yo ' saw it off  de leng th of  dis fingah , dis big fingah .  
(The middle finger o f  the hand . )  
Yessub . An '  aftah yo ' saw it  off , well den yo ' put it dere tub ' cumulate , 

why yo ' load it  wit gunpowder ,  one end o f  it , an ' de othah end - see ,  yo ' bo ' it 
wit a gimlet an ' yo ' load i t , an' yo ' plant it j es '  as yo ' wus puttin ' somepin 
down j es '  so yore rent-man would come an ' couldn ' t  make yo ' move . Now , yore in 
dis house an ' yo ' don ' t wanta go 'way , yo ' wanta stay heah . Yo ' take dis goat ' s  
horn an '  yo ' load i t  at both ends , an ' yo ' take a horseshoe nail o r  a mule ' s  
shoenail from a hardware s to ' , an ' yo ' drive one in each end an ' drive one in de 
middle . Well , in de meantime , yo ' pound brims tone an ' allow i t  tub stand 24 
hours an ' yo ' bury it . Yo ' supposed tub bury it  t ' ree feet from yore house 
'wards de s tep whare de rent-man or de furniture-man is gotta come ovah , in 
order tub keep him from comin ' in an ' puttin ' yo ' out an ' takin ' de house or 
takin ' de furni ture an ' all dose kinda things . 

Yo ' does dat wit de same way dat yo ' does wit de snake . Yo ' kin put terrapins 
or turtles easy , wit his haid , into peoples . Yo ' kin have turtles or terrapins , 
either one . Yo ' kin take it  [ the head ] an '  pound him up , an ' take hair out of a 
s tud horse ' s  tail or hair out of  a s tud horse ' s  mane , an ' yo ' kin pound ' em up 
an ' put ' em  in anything drinkable ,  or tablick [ for the table ] , or put ' em  on 
candy - cut it up fine in candy whare a person wouldn ' t  pay ' tenshun - an ' yo ' 
kin git it on de inside of a person whare in three days live terrapins an ' 
turtles , little ones , will be in ' em , an ' eventually the hotness , the heat , 
from this inside will have ' em tub grow , an ' from de food dat chew use ,  will 
make him grow an ' den come tub be big as dat hat thar . [My hat with the con
cealed microphone s till bothers him . ] While i t  won ' t kill yo ' , tub operate on 
' em  an'  git him out , you haven ' t  got part [much ] chance of livin ' .  

(What kind of  vine? ) 
A he grapevine - de one dat bears grapes is supposed tub be  de woman , an ' de 

one dat doesn ' t  is de he - take dat one an ' make de medicine tub cure a person 
of de gonorrhea . A person will ketch de gonorrhea an '  his peter begin tub rot , 
an ' yo ' take dat [ grapevine ] an '  pokeberry root  an ' boil it tubgethah - put on 
a quart of watah an ' yo ' boil i t  [ and then ] down tub halfa pint - an ' give dat 
tub him an ' ' low his peter tub s top runnin ' de third dose . Dey could take dat 
fo ' de gonorrhea - dat whut ah would call de c laps .  

Ah 'm a treasure-man in a way - an '  ah works it an '  uses i t  in remedies . Ah 
has people , both black an ' white , come atter me tub raise treasures , an ' i f  it ' s  
dere , naturally ah ' ll g it it  regardless tub circums tances - if it ' s  dere an ' ah 

kin locate it , ah ' ll git it  up . Meantime , yo ' make a circle round 
N it  [ see p . l2 3 ]  an ' make cornahs j es '  as dat table is made , one , 

EB two , three , fo ' - fo ' cornahs . An '  yo 1 name them ,  as ah ' ve said 

1 tub yo ' befo ' , de fo ' cornahs of de world ; an ' dey name dem , too 
W - ·--l- E • agin , de fo ' winds of de heaven . [FoUl' corners and foUl' winds are 

from Rev . 7 : 1 . ] An '  yo ' will leave de eas t cornah open . Yo ' don ' t  
put anything dere , but at all de rest o f  de cornahs , yo ' take 

S butterfly blood , take turtledove blood , an ' take pigeon ' s�od , 
an '  take dragon ' s  blood , an '  yo ' apply at all o f  dose gates - dis 

is a g ate , an ' dat ' s  a g ate , an ' dat ' s  a gate , an ' yo ' leave de eas t g ate open . 
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Yo ' apply it in de middle of de ring where de treasure supposed tuh be . Natu
rally,  when de  money wus buried in de ground befo ' ah got heah , why ' twus b lood 
shed tub put it down an ' it have tuh be taken up wit b lood . People wus killed 
when it wus buried [see p . ll2 ] . Ah went to Grassen Lake , Arkansas , tub a place 
whare dey said it wus money an '  naturally it wus money dere . 

Well , we got ten dere an ' aftah locatin ' it , we dug down to about knee-deep 
an ' we come tub some corpses down dere , an ' dere wus daid people j unkin ' an '  dey 
smelt bad an '  our boys quit de work . Well , ah got t ' ree of  de ribs , t ' ree or fo ' 
o f  de ribs whut we digged up an ' brought ' em on home wit me . Ah gotten on home 
an '  ah didn ' t  tell mah wife nuthin 'bout it an '  ah taken ' em  in a newspapah an ' 
wrapped ' em up an ' put ' em on de springs o f  de bed an ' ah laid down an '  went tub 
s leep . An '  dat man , a red-lookin ' fellah , come tub me in mah sleep an ' talked 
tuh me lak ah 'm fixin ' tub talk tuh yo ' • He says , "Well , now why dat chew go t 
tuh mah feet befo ' yo ' go t tuh mah haid? Ah 've been wat chin ' dis money fo ' fifty 
yeahs an ' ah 'm  ti ' ed . " Say , "Ah went an '  put de lit tle black box down on top of 
dis money which containeded ten-thousand dollahs , an ' it ' s  fifty-thous and dollahs 
in dat ches t ,  an ' i f  yo ' d  gone on when yo ' go t tuh mah feet an ' mah body ,  yo ' d of  
gotten dis money . An '  why don ' t  chew come [ for]  dis money ' cause ah 'm  ti ' ed 
wat chin ' it ? "  He ' s  talkin ' tuh me j es '  lak ah 'm  talkin ' tub yo ' .  An '  mah boys , 
ah wusn ' t  able tub evah git ' em tuh go back agin . Oh , ah wanted tuh go as bad as 
a blind man wants tub see , but ah nevah has been ab le to git back dere . 

(Do people down here talk about wit ches riding you at night or hags riding 
you? ) 

Well , dey talks mo ' about evil spirits den dey does dose things . Now , dey 
believes in - j es '  lak someone would die in dis house an ' dey believe in spooks 
which dey is evil spirits all right . Well , den dey believe in evil spirits mo ' 
so den dey does anything similar . An '  it ' s  simple an ' it  looks reasonable , too . 
Naturally , some people don ' t  believe in de ghos tses , yo ' know . But now ah ' ll as t 
yo ' a little question . 

Now , dat do ' is all right . Yo ' come on in heah in de night an ' yo ' thumb-bolt 
it . Naturally , yo ' got a night lat ch on it an ' yo ' shet de do ' an ' de night 
lat ch ket ches , an '  yo ' thumb-bolt dat do ' both an ' lock it , put de night lat ch 
on an ' yo ' lay down . Well , yo ' may be not ' sleep or yo ' may be ' sleep . In de 
meantime , if  yo ' wus asleep - now yo ' know it ' s  locked . Yo ' know it ' s  locked 
an ' yo ' ll heah it speeeeee . Dere ! It ' s  s t andin ' wide open . An '  yo ' ll think , 
yo ' say ,  "Well , ah thought ah locked dat do ' , " an ' yo ' d gi  t up an ' lock it . Dat 
time yo ' know dat it ' s  locked . Yo ' go back an ' lay back down an '  maybe dat chew 
do ze . When yo ' wake up she ' s  s tandin ' wide open ! Well , �' ah ' d  say to yo ' in 
yore mind , "Whut would yo ' think? " 

[My answer is unrecorded . ]  
(What did you say about doping the spirits ? )  
Sho 1 • Well , yo ' take whiskey . Yo ' know i f  he wus a whiskey drinker befo ' he 

died , why he ' s  a whiskey drinker right on . An '  tub have peace wit him ,  in yore 
mind wit him ,  yo ' d  po ' yo ' some whiskey in a glass an ' po ' yo ' some wine in a 
glass , an ' yo ' d  put a white flower in dere an ' yo ' d put a yellah flower in dere , 
an ' yo ' d put a pink one an ' a red one in de othah one . Well , dose spookses gonna 
cgwe in heah an ' certainly he ' s  goin '  tuh drink dat whiskey . [See ALCOHOL FOR 
THE SPIRIT , p . 32f . ; and BEER FOR ST . PETER - CIGAR AND WHISKEY FOR ST . ANTHONY , 
title quotations , p . l220f . ]  Well , when dey come in yo ' kin talk with ' em an '  as t 
dem dif f ' rent ques tion dif f ' rent times , when he comes . As yo ' see ' em in heah 
doin ' about in yore house , yo ' as t ' em quietly ,  "Whut i s  i t  dat de daid want wit 
de livin ' ,  dat ah [you] cain ' t  res t ? "  Yo ' talk wit ' em j es '  as t ' ough dat ah 'm  
talkin ' wit yo ' .  I f  he ' s  got some money hid somewhare he ' ll tell yo ' ;  an '  [ i f ]  
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he g o t  some money he wants t ub git , an '  wants yo ' tub g ive sech-an ' -sech a-one a 
part o f  i t , he ' ll tell yo ' .  Oh , yo ' kin find out diff ' rent - plen ty diff ' rent 
t ' ings from him by usin ' dat dope on him , dat whiskey . 

(What color flower do you put in the whiskey ? }  
Yo ' put a yellah flower an '  a red one , an ' a pink one an ' a white one . 
(Where do you put that ? )  
In de wine . 
(Wh a t  do you me an by burying egg s  in the g rave ? )  
Well , yo ' s an ct i fied , naturally , yo ' use common judgment tub know dat de Lord 

is above de devi l . See whu t  ah me an . Well , naturally , yo ' s ervin ' de Lord an '  
yo ' i s  s aved as de sanctified people s ay dey are , an ' de devil cain ' t  do ' em no 
harm . 

Well , yo ' ll g i t  chew two kind s . Yo ' ll g i t  chew a whi te hen ' s  egg an ' a black 
hen ' s  egg an '  yo ' ll bury i t  in a sinne�man 's g rave perpendicular on de s quare . 
When i t ' s  buri ed 48  hours , i f  she ' s washin ' ,  or if she walkin ' ,  or i f  she ' s  up 
in de pulpit hollerin ' , "Hail_, �, " or doin ' whatevah she ' s  doin ' , she ' s  gonna 
fall . When she fall , de do ctor ' nounce she ' s  died wit heart trouble . Well , dey 
kill ' em in dis branch - dey kill ' em in dis town - sanctified fo lks cain ' t  
credit heah - dey ki ll ' em .  

(You mean they ki ll off the sanctified people ? )  
Yessuh , dey kill ' em  heah . 
(Well , why do they bury this white egg ? } 
O rnaments tub his fai th . [ ! ! ! ] 
(End o f  1534 . )  

A WOMAN OF SUB STANCE 

NATURALLY GIFTED FROM GOD, POSSESSING FIVE TALENTS • • •  
THE FIVE TALENTS THAT I POSSESS IS 

THE GIFT OF HEALING 
THE GIFT OF DISCERN EXPERIENCE [ "SEEING " ]  

THE GIFT OF WINNING MIRACLES 
THE GIFT OF PROPHESY AND 
[THE GIFT OF] "HELPERS" 

I DON 'T SAY I GO IN A TRANCE 
I DON 'T DO THAT, BUT I SIMPLY CONCENTRATE 

GO INSIDE, GIT BY MYSELF AND GO IN SILENCE, SO TO SPEAK 
AND JUST AS I LOOK AT THE WINDOW CURTAIN [THERE] 

THE PARTY [PERSON] COMES BEFORE ME 

THIS WILL SOUND KIND OF FOOLISH TO YOU 
BUT IT 'S ELIMINATION OF THE BODY 
YOU SIMPLY GO OUT OF YOURSELF • • •  

I JEST GO ON OUT IN THE SPIRIT WORLD AND PICK THEM UP 

• SAVANNAH , GEORGIA 

[Like HUMPADEE of Ri chmond and THE LAUGHING DOCTOR of Waycro s s , here is also a 
woman o f  substance - 250 pounds of subs tance according to my concluding comment .  
I found her truly gifted and p o s s e s sing talents . May I re commend her remarkable 
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experience with the man who s old hims elf to the devil . Either her account o f  how 
she became a doctor or her opinion of  fellow profes sional workers was worth the 
whole interview . The material fills 6 cylinders C550 : 3-C555 : 1  = 2131-2136 . ]  

Ah g it i t  now - that ' s  clear to me . Now then , ah could give yo ' mah informa
tion an '  of my work . I s  that righ t ?  Data of my wo rk ?  What does that mean tuh 
me? 

[ In our opening unre corded conversation she had s aid that she was naturally 
gifte d. ] 

(Yes , well . You are naturally gi fted? ) 
Naturally gi f ted from God , pos sess ing five t alents . Mos t of  us have one 

t alented persons . 
(What do you mean by one talented person ? )  
Well , mos t all of us have - everyb ody kin do one thing . Yo ' very seldom find 

a person kin do more than one thing well , but there is a certain root that has 
the five talent s - kin do mo ' than one thing well . 

(What are the five t alents ? )  
Well , the five t alents that I pos sess is de g i f t  o f  he al ing , the gi f t  o f  dis

cern experience [gift  of "s eeing" ] ,  de gift of winning mi racles , de gift  o f  
prophesy , and "helpers . "  

(And "he lpers . " ) 
[The gift  of  helping a person no mat ter what is  wrong - by reading the cards , 

interpreting the mind and especially dreams , explaining heavenly signs , and by 
couns elling . Each one of  these , like cards , is  a "helper . " ] 

You find my work - my gifts based on the 13th Chap ter of  Fi rs t Corinthians in 
the Bible . Ah wus b o rn  under very peculiar ci rcums t ances , very peculiar bi rth , 
and the seventh child of mah parents ; wus born wi th a veil ovah mah face and ah 
have mah veil now . An '  I ' ve been doin ' this work since ah wus five years old . 
I couldn ' t  rememb er at that time but things I did my p arents rememb ered and they 
told me , of cours e .  Ah didn ' t  know what ah wus doin ' , I didn ' t  know whut i t  was . 
I j es '  - folks would come t o  my hous e and have my parent s to have me t alk to 
them .  The farmers in selling their cat tle , in selling their tobacco - they ' d  
come to see , " they ' d  go up t o  see that li t tle girl firs t . "  Well , actually , I had 
to come in from play and s i t  down and t alk to them , and tell ' em what ah saw - ah 
didn ' t  know what ah wus doin ' but they knew . 

[ Unles s the reader is familiar wi th chap ter 13 of Corinthians I ,  I sugges t that 
it be reread to unders tand the preceding p aragraph . Als o help ful would be my 
int erview wi th Madam Gri f fith , informant 494a , who began her work as a child . ]  

When ah got up larger I had my idea . Ah had taken some work in certain 
b ranches of psychology an ' as tronomy , and then some work in black art . Well , � 
know both wi t chcraft and I know the other side , too . So  that ' s  my work . 

[ The two preceding paragraphs contain one of the mos t important s tatement s I 
ever recorded , be caus e they des cribe succinctly and hones tly how one person be
came a doctor. She took "some work in certain b ranches of p sychology" - meaning 
one o f  thos e mail-order cours es on "s alesmanship " or "s ucces s "  or "personali ty . "  
�n followed her own reading about "as t ronomy" (= as trology) and ' 'b lack art" 
(= hoodoo books ) . This  sort of  thing would have been us eless wi thout her nat
ural ly gifte d and five talents - and what she does not ment ion ,  vas t experience 
and knowledge of her world . ]  

( I f  a person le ft home , how would you b ring them ( I ]  back? ) [As I have s aid 
elsewhere - the language of int erview . ] 

Ah wisht ah brought mah dat a along wi th me - but anyhow ah have [ know] it . In 
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that case , an ' ah have lots of  [ cases like ] that , yo ' s imply take a glass  of  
water , cut a rag , a hole in  a rag - fill the glass  full of clear water , cut a 
hole in the rag [ demons trates ] somethin ' like this , fold it , an ' j es ' cut that . 
Tie that rag on the top of  that glass tight . 

(You take the piece of rag and fold it twice and you then cut out the center -
have the exact center over the top of  the glass . )  

Uh-hmm. All right , an ' yo ' get a box of matches , new mat ches . Every morning 
between four and five a ' clock - you mus t do it between four and five a ' clock , you 
get up and center your mind on the individual you want to come to you . You must 
concentrate on that individual - nuthing else in your mind but that individual , 
and go take those matches and s trike three of ' em one at a time , "In the Name of 
the Father" - s trike it to you - "In the Name of the Father" and call his name -
like if  his name is John Brown , j es ' say ,  "John , " light them over there , "John , 
I bid you to  come to me , "  and drop that match while burning in that glass  of 
water . 

(Through the hole into the water? ) 
Yes . Wait a few minutes , "In the Name of  the Son ,  I bid you , John , come to 

me , "  s trike that mat ch and drop it down . 
(Strike it  always toward you . ) 
Toward you . The third time , "In the Name of the Holy Ghos t ,  I bid you , John , 

come to me , "  and drop it  in there . Do that for 29 mornings - he ' ll be back ' fore 
the 29 mornings is up , he ' ll be there . 

(That is all you have to do . )  
No , wait a minute . You mus t do this regularly - regularity counts , and your 

concentration . Then you go back to your room and read the 40th Psalms . It  
starts off by saying , "I  waited patiently for the Lord . He  inclined His  ear to 
me and heard me" - so on and so forth . Read that prayerfully an ' carefully with 
your mind still on the individual . Do this for 29 mornings and before the 29th 
morning comes , I guarantee - money back guarantee - the individual will either 
write or be  in your presence . And I have done proved what I ' ve said . 

You get a new pail and you get a new broom . First of  all , you mus t clean your 
place up thoroughly , clean it up thoroughly . You take and get a new pail and a 
new broom and you mus t urinate in your pail three times and then you get fish 
brine - mackerel . Get a quart of  fish brine and put in this ahambe r Zye of  your 
own . And you put that in a dark place , a dark room , and let it set there 24 
hours . Get up in the morning between four and five , walk ten steps from your 
place of business ,  turn around , and dip your hand in this water and sprinkle 
[ demons trates ] this way and that way goin ' back t�ard your house . 

(From one side to the other . )  
And as you do , j us t  say ,  "Bring me prosperity" - "bring me people" - "bring me 

money" - anything you want - "bring me health" - "bring me prosperity" - clear 
on up yore s teps into your place of business all through . You do that for nine 
mornings . 

When you get through with the sprinklin ' ,  then you take your new broom an ' you 
go back for ten s teps and turn right around an ' no t sweep the dirt - jes t make 
strokes with the broom toward your steps , saying the same thing , "Bring me money , 
bring me people , bring me prosperity , bring me luck , "  and sweep this - make those 
strokes on th� front s teps , up the s teps , on the s toop , in the place right on 
through . Sprinkle the place . Whatever place it  is , sprinkle the whole place 
with some kind , any kind of perfume or toilet water - any kind , it doesn ' t  matter 
j ust  so  it ' s  some kind of  nice odor .  

You do that for nine mornings and you have more folks than you can work with -
guarantee you with money back . 
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(Take your own chambeP lye , yes . )  
An ' git a cake of salt yo ' feed cat tle - yes , that coarse salt . Let it set 24 

hours . Get a ten-cent package of copperas , a ten-cent package of sulphur , hard 
sulphur , and a ten-cent package of hard incense . Burn the sulphur and incense 
and copperas [ three ingredients ]  together at this side of the door . Sprinkle the 
place with your own chambeP lye and the hard salt . The law can ' t  come near you -
won ' t  bother you . 

When you have to go before the j udge , you go to  some honest worker - someone 
honest ,  whose hands have been dedicated to the work . [ See what she says about 
workers later . ]  And they prepare a bath of cinnamon . They take cinnamon , spice 
and cloves in a five - say , ab out a four-gallon pail . Put it  on the s tove and 
let it  come to a boil and put a half of can - halfa five-cent can of cinnamon and 
halfa five-cent can of spices an ' halfa five-cent of cloves , in this cold water 
to come to a boil . Pour it in the bathtub and sit down in this water - it full 
up , but sit  down in it . Bath from the mole [mold ] of your head to the sole of 
your feet - j est  sop yourself with all that - with that stuff . Get out and don ' t  
wipe off the stuff - dry off with it . Any kind of  perfume you want , take it , but 
don ' t  rub down but rub up all over you . Put on your clothes and go  to  your room 
and sit down and concentrate and read the 2 7th Psalm , "The Lord is  my light and 
my salvation . Of  whom shall I be  afraid . "  I t  starts off like dat , and so  on . 
Go on before the j udge . You ' ll be  dismissed . 

By some means get in the house or have someone do it  for you - by some means . 
Get the dishrag and take that dishrag and smoke it over some pulverized soft 
sulphur , an ' bury that dishrag under your own doorstep . Why they will move and 
won ' t  know why they moved . 

(You have to take their dishrag ? )  
I t  must b e  their dishrag - i t  must b e  the rag they wash their dishes with . 
You want to know if I wanted to  break up a man and wife • .  I would get some of 

their hair - it doesn ' t  matter how small j es ' so it their hair . Wrap it together 
and put it in a bottle . Fill the bottle full with my own chambeP lye and take 
the bottle to a running stream of water and throw it in and bid ' em good-bye in 
the name of  the Gods . Well , she will start and the water running , they will 
separate . 

(You take some ,  each of their hair , and put it  with your own chambeP lye . ) 
Yes . 
( If  someone was bothering you . ) 
In my way and I wanted to get rid of them , I ' d take their track up and sew it 

in a flannel rag and set down before a fire and concentrate on them - an open 
fire , and read the 35th Psalm . When I shall have finished reading that , I would 
take the content s - take that rag and throw it in that fire and set there and 
wat ch it burn - watch it burn , watch it burn , and those party ' s  power is  less  
than [nothing ] . 

People sometimes use the shoes in bringing back , where cases are mild . You 
can take one ' s  shoes and wash them in strong salt water , turn them bottomside up 
under the doors tep with the toes pointing towards the house - bury them not very 
deep , and they will return • 

• (That is j ust  for a mild case - to bring them back . )  
There ' s  nothing wrong but j ust  like you here in town .  
I f  a man is gwine with a lady and she i s  not satis fied - seems t o  b e  dis sat

isfied with you , you get their right stocking . Fold the stocking three times to 
you and fold in that stocking , the las t fold , like this way - the last fold , 
write their name on a piece of paper and write it  to you . [Demons trates . ]  Write 
it this way to  you , and fold it to you , and fold that piece of paper in the 
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s tocking . Take the s tocking and bury it  under your door . She ' ll become recon
ciled , come back and love you , and get along all right . The man the same way . 

Take the photograph - well , not the kind , not this pas teboard kind . It  mus t 
be  that tin [ tintype ] or that celluloid ,  somepin like that , an ' bury it upside 
down - face down , and curse it . Bury it in the earth and curse it . Prick this 
finger and let three drops of b lood come from you on that , there , and cover it  
up - bury it .  The person will die . Yes , the middle finger of the left hand -
that big finger . 

What is worn next to the body can be used to control the individual . 
I t  mus t be _concentrated on and dressed by smoking over burned perfume [prob

ably means incense ]  and buried to turn their minds toward you . 
( I f you get  hold of  this handwri ting or  letter of theirs ? )  
Yes , that ' s  right , smoke i t  over any kind o f  burned perfume - smoke i t  over 

that perfume and bury it . But the concentration is the main thing over it . 
Used for disease of  diff ' rent kinds . 
( Sage leaves ? How would you do that ? )  
Well , say ,  for ins tance , a person has this fever like we have at these 

sessions - fever and chills .  You get  the sage leaves and mix them with dog 
fennel ,  boil that together for four hours and bathe in that . That will break 
up any fever . 

That is used for gamblers only - what I know about gamblers , people who want 
to win at chance . I f you want to win , you mus t possess dirt from the grave of an 
unsaved individual . Reach your hand down in the grave as far as you can push it , 
and get a handful of  the dirt from their head , the head o f  the grave , and put it  
in a bag and wear it on you . You go in any game you want to and you ' ll break the 
game .  

Dress myself in the tea I j us t  been telling you about - cinnamon and spices 
and so on . Bathe in that and rub it off in perfume . And [get ]  a lucky piece of 
lodes tone that ' s  been bles t ,  and wear it - pin it onto my clothing next to my 
flesh . Have my mind centered - concentrated on the j ob .  Jus t leave the bath 
and go s traight to the employer - going to be sure in my mind I ' m going to get 
it , get the j ob .  --

(What about lodes tone? ) 
Lodes tone mus t be dressed by consecrated hands to be  effective . I f it ' s  been 

dressed by consecrated hands and you wear it next to your flesh , le t no one ' s  
hands touch it but yours . I t ' s  very effective . 

(Do you use anything on it at all? )  
Yes , i(  you dress it . But i t  mus t b e  dressed every third day wi th some kind 

of per fume - be well dressed. 
I have cured hundreds o f  cases . 
(Of drinking ? )  
Yes . 
You get a mouse - ketch a mouse alive and put the mouse in some liquor and let 

him die in that liquor . Unbeknown to the individual , give him ten drops of that 
liquor in anything he eats or drinks . I t  will cure any case of  drinking in the 
world . Get a mouse with a pint of liquor . When that pint of liquor has been 
consumed - give ten drops three times a day - he ' ll hate the smell of  i t .  

Get the hair from his privates and some from his haid ; take your own hair from 
your privates and haid . And wrap it together and sew it up . [But firs t ]  cut 
' em - take the s cissors and cut ' em three times . Sew it in a bag and pin ' em on 
you and wear i t .  They will follow you like a child follows its mother . 

Firs t you mus t build his body .  Build his nervous sys tem up wi th some good 
tonic , and the tonic I recommend is herb tonic - seventeen diff ' rent kind of 
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herbs boiled four hours , s trained through a red flannel rag . Let it set 48 
hours . I f  you have a quart of j uice ,  put a quart of liquor - some kind of good 
liquor [ in i t ] . Take a tab lespoonful of that three times a day . That tones his 
body up - tones his nerves and so on and so forth . And he eats regular , he eat 
certain things - don ' t  eat no pork , no sweets , no teas or co ffees , an ' so on and 
so forth . 

And then , every third day , you git a goose and kill the goos e and ketch the 
blood - cut the goos e head off and get the blood . In a good sized goos e there ' s  
a large teacup o f  blood . Give him a teaspoonful o f  goose blood every third day 
in connection wi th his herb medicine . 

I f  he is no t completely sho t to pieces , he  will be res tored ; but it can ' t  be 
done in a few weeks , it can ' t be done in a month . It  takes at leas t six months 
to res tore him back . But he mus t cooperate wi th you and eat whut chew say he 
eat , day in and day out . Makes it as it - i t ' ll come back if he ' s  no t completely 
sho t to pieces . 

(Do you know what those seventeen herbs  are - all seventeen? ) 
Yes sir . 
(All right , let ' s  hear what they are . )  
&Jamproot ,  sasparilla [ sarsaparilla] ,  prickly ash , red dogwood , b lack dogwood , 

aypress snakeroot ,  ginseng , brierroo t ,  burdock , ark-root [ ? ] , yellowroo t ,  calamus 
root , rhubarb root , blacksnake root , pipe root ,  fuzzy britahes [ breeches ] and tea 
mul lein . 

[ The preceding ark-root ,  if  this is the correc t spelling , sounds like a hoodoo 
root - like ark-wood I have elsewhere . Pipe root could be pipewood - providing 
bowls for pipes - a whi te- flowered shrub (Leuaothoe populifo lia) o f  the southern 
s tates of U . S . A .  FUzzy britahes I do no t know . Tea mul lein is the common or 
great mullein . ]  

Powders - spoonful of  sulphur , a tablespoonful - tablespoonful of  pulverized 
powders , sprinkle all around and you sweep that up , through my house . Sweep 
that up to the door ,  and then sweep back halfway ; take it up and put it  in the 
fire . She ' ll s tand empty for a while . 

(That will fuss up the landlord so that she can ' t  rent that room . )  
Candles i s  quite significant in all this concentration work - candles are 

quite significant , in burning them - and think as you do [burn them] . They j us t  
aid in concentration , for they give yellow soft light and they aid much in con
centration . 

[While my machine was turned off , I mus t have asked a ques tion about the 
recovery of  a s tolen article . ]  

Well , now , there ' s  where my work comes in . 
I f  someone s teals something from you and you come and tell me s omeone has 

s toled your coat , I don ' t  want you to tell me anything else about it - jest tell 
me someone s toled your coat . 

[Here is the firs t law of hoodoo - don ' t tell me a thing , I know all about it . 
Remember what the DIVINE HEALER of  Little Rock said to me - "If yo ' wanted me 
now , ah would meditate an ' tell yo ' yore business bettah den yo ' know yo ' self" 
(p . l044 , in ti tle quotation) . ]  

�ell , now , I don ' t  say I go in a trance . I don ' t  do that , but I simply con
centrate - go inside , git by myself and go in silence ,  so to speak , and j us t  as 
I look at the [ that ] window curtain , the party comes before me . The party that 
took it and what they did wi th it , it will all come back before me . 

Well , there ' s  nothing I kil tell you to do to git it , but I kin go to work and 
git it . Ah make up wi th a certain spirit and get them to get in behind the party 
and they gets behind the party and I tell you where to look for it . Well , they 
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tell me when they ' re going to make them bring it back . When I tell you that at 
nine-thirty they ' ll be there , why at nine-thirty they here with it . 

I can prove that right here now - where I ' ve done it  time and time again . 
[ Is she , like the DIVINE HEALER , offering to medi tate in my presence? ] But I 
can ' t  tell yo ' what I do . I don ' t  go  into anything , but shet the eyes and j es t  
g i t  quiet and j es t  g i t  my mind . Ah axe who done it . Now , " I  wanta know who took 
that man ' s  coat , I wanta know who took it . "  I call your first name - yo ' know , 
two names don ' t  go with the spirit - but "Ah wanta know who took John ' s  coat . "  
Jes t set there for a while with my mind on it . And the party comes , man or 
woman - their color , the color o f  their hair and all will come right before me . 
All right . Then I tell you and you git chure coat , and then I go  ahead about my 
business . I f  dey pawned it  or i f  he sold it . 

A man los t  a automobile de other night , came here las t night - not las t night , 
Saturday night , because he drived it  back last night . I got it for him las t 
night . But I can ' t  tell you how . Ah wish I could tell how , but I can ' t  to save 
my life . I don ' t  know how it come . I j es t  seen ' em - like ah 'm telling you . 

(How do you get in touch with that spirit ? )  
Well , I have j es t  kind of  - guess this will sound kind of foolish to you , but 

it ' s  elimination of  the body .  You simply go out of yourself . I j us t  kinda get -
' tisn ' t  a trance though ' cause I j es t  go on out in the spirit world and pick them 

�-
To protect oneself from this deviltry that so  many people use , put down ,  you 

take a silk s tring and tie as many knots in the s tring as you are years old , and 
wear it - j es t  tie it around your waist  - all the time . Never take it off . It  
will protect you from a lot o f  them , and this s tuff that they put dOwn for you . 

(What do they call this deviltry? What do people around here usually call 
that kind of work when they are trying to  harm you all the time? What do they 
call it? ) 

Oh - call it cunjure . 
(Do any of them call it witchcraft ? )  
Well , ah nevah hear it  by such a name , but that ' s  what it is . But we call it 

cunjuring .  
(Hoodoo and . )  
Yeah - that ' s  it , hoodoo . 
I f  I wanted to put someone in bed sick ,  make them sick ,  I would get a package 

o f  needles - goldeyed needles , and place them one by one head firs t in a bottle 
and I would pour in the bottle turpentine and my own ahamber lye . S top it up 
tight and put it  in the ground and put their name on a piece o f  paper in the 
bottle too , and curse ' em .  Then bury it . That is what I would do i f  I wanted 
to put someone sick in bed - and it might kill them . 

(That would do the work? ) 
Oh , yes - hasn ' t  failed yet . 
Any kind of  nail , if  you want , say ,  to bring some bad luck to  a person . I f  

you c an  g i t  in their room where they sleep , you take nails . Take six and put 
them in the wall right around [ demons trates ] .  Make a round hold with the nail 
heads - j es t  nail ' em  in there , you understand . 

(Nail them in a circle . )  
That ' s  rigpt , in a circle . And each nail I put in there I will call his name , 

say ,  "I ' d  nai Z John up , nail him up , nail him up" - right behind his bed , unbe
knowns t to him . He ' ll have all kind of bad luck . 

I f  a person has done you a inj ury and you wanta git  even with ' em .  I f  you 
take a shot - a shell , git the shot out of it . Git the shell and git the shot 
out of that shell - git all the shot that one shell contains . You put it  in a 
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bottle . Write their name on a piece of paper and put it in that bottle with that 
shot and take it to the river , down to the banks and throw it as far as you can 
throw it . I t  will give them all kinds of ill luck . 

Manure from a cow will cure spinal meningitis - fresh manure from a cow , if 
gotten while warm and you kin make poultices of it . It will cure any case of 
spinal meningitis . 

Scrofula - yo ' know , scrofula is something akin to syphilis . Sometimes , when 
you see on people ' s  neck , those large veins [goiter] , you know , you get a toad
frog alive and bind it  to your neck right to that place and let him die on 
there - it will cure that . Be sure that he ' s  dead [before you take him off ] . ·�at do these people usually come to you for? What is  the biggest part of  
your work? ) 

Well , as a rule , it ' s  to b ring peace and to b ring their husbands and their 
wives back . A man will want his sweetheart to s top running around ; a woman want 
her man to s top running around and bring his money home . Cure drunkedness  - make 
peace - a give luck - get jobs - to find things - and get them out of j ail - from 
courthouse scrapes - a little bit of  everything . 

(Do you make handS at all? What they call hands ? )  
Well , they call i t  hands .  I guess so . Lotta folks call ' em  hands , but I call 

them a little charm or something like that . They call ' em handS , [but I call 
them charms ] so I ' d  be different . But - you couldn ' t  convince them diff ' rent . 

I f  you want something done , you want a certain thing done , you put your mind 
on it and you go to the corner s tore - it must be on the corner - and get a 
lemon . Then buy - take five cents for a white han ' kerchief , and pu� . the lemon 
in the han 'kerchief and go off by yourself ,  and put chure mind on what chew want 
done and squeeze the lemon tightly in your hand and make this wish . You do it 
once a day at a certain time - every day for nine days and your wish will be 
granted . 

(The man doesn ' t  like her very much . What would you do to make him like her? ) 
Git some of  his hair or git a piece of his sweatband out of  his hat and put it 

in a bottle , urinate on it and put it  away in a dark place , make a wish on it and 
hold it there . Turn his mind on her sure as the world . 

Well , they say .  Now , it ' s  not my knowledge ,  but one who has done that or did 
do that [ sold himself to the devil]  told me about it - what they must do . That ' s  
what I 'm telling you first-hand . Well , he came to me to see if  I could help him , 
and I couldn ' t  do anything with him . 

He said he made a contract - j es t  went in and signed for himself for three 
days . [The contract was signed at the end of  the third day . ] And he sat and 
communed with Lucifer , the devil , jus t  communed with him j us t  like you commune 
with God or the spirit . And the contract was , he was to sell himself to him . 
I f  he would do so , soul and body - body in this world and soul in the next 
world - then he would give him power to do anything he wanted to do bad in the 
world , and have all the money he ' d  ever need for anything . He could live j es t  
i n  splendor and do anything h e  wanted to do ; never be bothered with debts o r  the 
law or nothing - j es t  go on . And said he did that but he had to specify a cer
tain time , and the least time you could give him would be ten years - ten , twenty • 
or thirty , like that . And he went and gave himself to him for ten years . 

And they said , in making that contract , they had to  go out between three and 
four in the morning in the woods and dance with the devil . 

I said to him , "What do you mean , dance with the devil? " 
He go out there and - in your mind - in your mind you j es t  - your mind is so 

convinced with this spirit , they tell me - you see him - you dance with him , 
communicate , laugh , talk - have a good time with him , fo r one hour every morning 
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for nine mornings . And it  takes nineteen mornings to complete the j ob .  Then , he 
said , you come back and you set up - you seal to give him your body for ten years 
and your soul forever at the time of death , doing nothing good . You will do 
nothing good . You don ' t  have to pray to nothing but to  him - if  you want to , 
when you pray , you must pray to him .  You are to ask him for everything you want . 
You look only to him and if  you think once to God , think once to Chris t ,  then 
yo ' ve broken the contract and you know what will follow - death follows . 

And sure enough he did have everything - he was making money hand over fis t , 
but he couldn ' t  do one good thing . He came to me . He came to me j es t  the sixth 
day of  October , this year , came all the way from New York down here , and he said , 
"I ' d  give anything in the world if you would help me . "  But I couldn ' t  do any
thing with him .  I really would git a spirit for him but I couldn ' t  do a thing 
about it - he was tied up . And now he wants to git away , but he can ' t  - he can ' t  
git away to save his life . He can ' t  do one thing good . I f  the radio is playing 
and a church program comes on , he can ' t  - i f  he lis ten to that and enj oys it , why 
he ' s  broken the contract . See , he ' s  scared of that . Quite a sympathetic 
[ pathetic ] s tate . 

The maj ority [ o f  doators ] sir , are fakes . Well , yo ' see , they feel that if  -
"Well , I ' ll git half-tight and j es t  bluff my way by" - because I - I don ' t  know 
of  anyone that ' s  worth a dime , so to speak - because they are b luffers - they 
couldn ' t  do a thing - and they j es t  stay drunk to  try to bluff their way by . 
They come to my place so  often - come there and pertend they want a reading or 
something . But I know them , see . And they come there and try to put this s tuff 
down around to chase me away , you know , and all that s tuff - everything - I laugh 
at them . 

(End of 1257 . .This woman who was j us t  talking to me - a large fat woman of  
about 250  pounds - she is Edward ' s  landlord . He is living over there and she 
j us t suggested that we come over there and work in her place . I said - a little 
bit later on . She does all kinds of  work - this woman . )  

MADAM MURRAY 

EV 'RYBODY DON 'T WORK ALIKE 

YO ' WANTA DRA W A BETTAH CLASS OF PEOPLE 
YO ' USE A BETTAH CLASS OF SUGAH 

WHAT AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' 'BOUT 
THESE DIFF 'RENT SIGNS 

IT MEANS SO MUCH TUH CARRY THEM ALONG WITH YO ' 

ALGIERS , LOUI SIANA 

[How true her words have become after all these years ! These diff 'rent signs, 
it means so muah tuh a� them along with yo ' .  She could never have guessed how 
and where th� would be  carried . I hope readers will not j udge them by the eval
uation in my comment at the end of the interview . As I have explained in the 
INTRODUCTION , I worked in Algiers under special di fficulties - not the usual 
ones . I was ill , under the care of my hotel doctor , though I continued inter
views ; my two men were nervous and worried , both about themselves and me . The 
material of this informant , 15 89 , is on cylinders El45 : 1-El52 : 2  = 2827 : 1-2834 : 2 . ] 
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Now , if  yo ' wanta break up a family or those people or dat  man an ' his  wife , 
move ' em out , s catter ' em  apart , yo ' use a black-hen aig . Dat ' s  the best thing 
an ' quicker work . I f  yo ' j is '  wanta move ' em  an ' yo ' don ' t  wanta do no harm or 
have no breakin ' up or nuthin lak dat , yo ' sprinkle salt an ' peppah an ' aft ah 
three days yo ' kin use vinegah by ' em ,  an ' yo ' ain ' t  got no mo ' trouble . 

Now if  yo ' can ' t  git a black-hen aig an ' yo ' s till wanta raise Sam - break ' em  
up , j is '  break ' em  yo ' know - suppose dey in dey own property , ah git at ' em  dat 
way . Yo ' know , dey much harder tuh move den dey j is '  rentin ' .  In mah ' sperient 
if dey own property an ' yo ' wanta make ' em  move an ' don ' t  wanta b reak ' em up , 
yo ' g i t  manure from a bulldog an ' yo ' git dat hoo f or a hog an ' yo ' g i t  coprus 
[ copperas ] - yo ' us e po ' tions of dat . Now , de manure from de bulldog , don ' t  dry 
.it sudden - put it  up in de shade somewhere where it  will dry. Dat ' s  bettah den 
put tin ' it in de oven an ' dryin ' it . I f  yo ' put it in de oven dat ' s  fo ' ced dry
ing an ' anything is bettah dried natural . Yo ' know dat . Well , it wouldn ' t  take 
it mo '  den about - if it ' s  fresh when yo ' git it , it wouldn ' t  take mo ' den about 
a week tuh git dry , so yo ' kinda pound it tuh a powder ,  see .  An ' den yo ' don ' t  
have tuh take a terrible lot o f  it , an ' yo ' take about dat much o f  it , a good 
teaspoonfulla coprus or a good size piece of coprus lak this - ·j is ' tuh move one 
family . An '  yo ' pound dat up or roll it wit a bottle an ' git  to a powdah . Roll 
it wit a bottle an ' it ' s  bettah , because it  don ' t  fly all ovah . Yo ' mix those-
three things togethah . Ah reckon yo ' j is '  sprinkle dat where they must pass 
ovah - aroun ' de do ' an ' undah de front s teps an ' anywheres where they gonna 
pass ovah it . Yo ' j is '  make it fine so it won ' t  be noticed , won ' t  be seen . An '  
ah guarantee ' em  move outa there an ' raise Sam , fuss an ' fight an ' everything 
else , too quick . That ' s  quick work . 

(Well , what about that hen egg?  How do you do with that? You j us t  throw it 
against the door and b reak it or what ? )  

No . 
Now , yo ' see i f  yo '  cain ' t  git one of  these things , chew use de othah one . 

It  may be so - yo ' take a certain time of de yeah de hens ain ' t  laying much . 
Now , yo ' want chure work done - yo ' don ' t  wanta [wait ] fo ' or five months till 
de hens s tarts tuh layin ' .  Maybe yo ' cain ' t [get ]  t o  a black hen right away · 
well , yo 1 git dis coprus . 

Ah ' m  telling yo ' de both so  if  yo ' cain ' t  git one yo ' kin use de othah one . 
Now , de black hen aig , WHUT CHEW SO ANXIOUS TUH KNOW ABOUT - let ' s  see if we kin 
have somepin tuh represent it heah so ah kin explain it to yo ' well . 

(Here ' s  your black hen egg - that mat ch box [ o f  mine ] is the black hen egg . ) 
Now it ' s  got a sharp end an ' a big [ end ] . [ She demons trates . ]  Now across 

this sharp end yo ' write their name right across heah disaway , see . Den yo ' 
write it  from heah right acros s there dat way - dat full name . 

(You are making a cros s with their names right across the top of  that little 
point of the egg . )  

Yes , de sharp end of  de aig . Now , yo ' make a little tiny hole in heah . 
(Right where those names cros s . )  
Cros s - a tiny hole , j is '  a tiny hole . An ' yo ' set down wit a pin or a mat ch

s tick or somethin ' an ' put de gunpowder in dere - j is '  force all de gunpowder in 
there yo ' kin git . Then yo ' take dat aig . 

'You put both salt and gunpowder? ) 
No , �! Don ' t  use no salt fo ' goodness sake - j is '  de gunpowder .  Yo ' put 

dat aig in a fruit j ar ,  a pint fruit j ar .  I f  yo ' put it  in tin , it ' s  gonna eat 
a hole in de tin an ' spill away where yo ' don ' t  want it . I usually use a pint 
fruit j ar an ' - not a large one yo ' know . Use a pint ' cause yo ' gotta have 
somethin ' wit a large mouth . Yo ' set  dat aig down in dat fruit j ar disaway an ' 
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den yo ' put , oh , two or three tablespoons of  coprus right in aroun ' it . Yo ' po ' 
enough vinegah on dat aig tuh git about that high ovah de aig [ demons trates ] .  

(About a hal f inch or inch over the egg . )  
An inch wouldn ' t  hurt . Now , yo ' set  that away somewheres fo ' nine days ,  but 

fo ' God ' s  sake , on de ninth day take it . Yo ' take it out from dere an ' yo ' take 
a stick an ' put it in dere an ' kinda stir it up . Now , dat shell is gonna git 
soft . I t  ain ' t gonna be hard . Dat coprus will eat dat shell soft an ' dat vin
egah . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' go an '  po ' it where they gonna walk ovah it . Of 
co ' se ,  when yo ' po ' it yo ' po ' it wit chure curses , yore wishes - where they 
kin walk ovah it . Dat move anybody out dey own home . 

(You j us t  empty the whole j ar right out? )  
Yes , see , but yo ' keep de  j ar - yo ' empty de  ingredients right out . I t ' s  

bettah if it ' s  where it cain ' t  be noticed , where it won ' t b e  seen - where it kin 
lay there . When yo ' git  to the corner yo ' throw that jar ovah yore left  shoulder 
an ' yo ' make yore wishes . Den yo ' go on about yore business .  

Don ' t chew pass back ovah dat . I f  yo ' pas s back ovah dat , yo ' ll pick up dat 
yoreself .  Dat ' s  anothah thing . Anything yo ' put down - don ' t pas s anything 
dat ' s  bad - don ' t pas s dat place in nine days . I f  yo ' go tta go in de next block 
an ' yo ' go tta pass by dere , go roun ' . Yo ' yo ' self dat doin ' dat work , yo ' kin 
pick up yore own all de time . Yore own always comes back to yo ' .  

Wi t dis coprus an ' dis manure - dis manure mus t come from a bulldog yo ' know , 
no othah dog . 

Yo ' parch them . 
(You get about three or four parts ? )  
[Evidently I had turned off  machine to have this well-known ri te of various 

forms repeated - but failed . ]  
Yes , tuh dat amount yo ' know - j is '  about dat much , dat ' s  about two inches 

there . Take about two inches long . Well , den yo ' parch this up slow ,  don ' t  
burn it up . Jis ' parch it till i t  be j is '  a light brown , j is '  a brown - not ,  
don ' t  make it a black brown . I t ' s  mo ' tuh dry it then anything else , so dat yo ' 
kin powder it . Co ' se one ' s  larger den de othah yo ' know ; sometimes it large 
organs an ' no t small ones . 

I f  a man leave a woman an ' she wanta bring him back - there ' s  so many ends tub 
_that [ so many ways to do that ] . Well , de only sho ' way is tuh have somepin be
longin ' to dat person , otherwise yo ' may be working roun ' dere fo ' months . Some 
people are easier tuh work on . Some people yo ' kin take a coupla [ couple of ]  
candles an ' put on ' em  fo ' a coupla days an ' maybe two or three candles fo ' nine 
days an '  so on - j is '  sweeten ' em  up , uses honey an ' sugah . Well , yo ' gotta 
sweeten a person up if yo ' really wanta sweeten ' em tuh bring 'em back .  Yo ' use 
honey an ' sugah both - yo ' use both . Then yo ' use high perfume [ high-smelling ] , 
yo ' know - high oils-lak . Well , now if dey went away angry an ' yo ' wanted to git 
him paci fied , yo ' use anise oil or cinnamon . Anise oil is soothin ' - yo ' know , 
sooth ' em  an ' makes de fuss an ' angryness go away . An ' yo ' write the names three 
times or seven times - dat ' s  de bes t , three or seven . Nine is usually used fo ' 
bad work . An' three times dey say ,  i s  de Three Ho ly Names o f  de Trinity , an ' de 
seven times is de Seven WondePs [see following bracket ] . That ' s  whut they rep
resent . Now , yo ' may be nine days , or yo ' may be fifteen , or yo ' may be twenty
one days , o� yo ' may be a month wi th that , because that person may be knowin ' as 
much as yo ' , or dey may be goin ' tuh somebody dat ' s  got de right s on yo ' all de 
time . 

[Seven WondePs ! For her meaning of seven times one would have expected : 
seven days of the week , seven old planets ( five plus sun and moon) , seven 
priests , seven trumpets , seven angels , or seven anything - not Seven WondePs ! 
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My failure to ask a ques tion here shows that I assumed Seven Wonders were the 
Seven Wonders of the World. Were they? Or does some hoodoo book have a seven 
wonders - seven roo ts for example? Ginseng is actually known as wonder-of- the 
world (see any unabridged dictionary) , though I have never heard anyone call it  
that . ]  

Now , if a person is paying yo ' enough an ' yo ' wanta be shure of  whut chure 
doin ' , yo ' git somepin dat belong tuh that person dat ' s  gone - git a soiled sock ,  
his undershirt dat ' s  right next to his skin . Now , yo ' sweeten those things up 
an '  yo ' roll ' em up an ' yo ' make a prayer to the eas t an ' yo ' usually put ' em in 
a mattress , or den yo ' put de sock undah de do ' undah a rug , wit de feet turned 
in , but yo ' dress de socks , sweeten dem . Now , we make a [ sweet ' ning ? ] . There ' s  
dat sugah . We cain ' t  use no honey there - use dat sugah an ' yo ' use powdered 
sugah , see . An '  yo ' use de anise oil on de outside of  de sock an ' yo ' put de 
feet , de toes , ins ide in undah de rug . 

Now , maybe yo ' got a husban ' dat ' s  a skeptical [ suspicious ] . Yo ' cain ' t  do 
dat because a skeptical person , which ah suppose yo ' know , goes into everything . 
Dey searches everywhere . They look in everywhere an ' they ' ll find it . That ' s  
what ah 'm tellin ' yo ' ' bout these diff ' rent signs - it means so much tuh carry 
them along with yo ' . 

Now , if  yo ' want that person tuh stay there a long time - yo ' gittin '  good 
money fo ' a piece of work - an '  yo ' want that person tuh stay there maybe five 
or ten yeahs or somepin othah like that , then yo ' take his shoes . The older they 
are the b etter they are , see . An ' yo ' do de same thing· ·with the shoes , but chew 
take ' bout half a pound of  sugah an ' about two or  three ounces of cinnamon , an ' 
yo ' mix that toge ther an ' den yo ' mix that with s tee l dust .  Yo ' put that in 
those shoes , see . Then yo ' put those same oils in those shoes an ' put a little 
whiskey in ' em ;  not much whiskey , j is '  a little , say ' bout a tab lespoonful in 
each shoe - good whiskey . Yo ' take them shoes an ' yo ' bury them shoes but nevah 
bury ' em with de toes out towards de do ' • We always bury ' em somewhere where the 
toes comes in . The toes mus t always come in de house . That brings that person 
in the house all the time , an ' that person will come dere an ' s tay an ' yo ' ll be 
yeahs gittin '  ' em out . 

Now , dat ' s  one of de firs t-class receipts 
time an '  time agin . Ah ' ve even tried it  fo ' 
ah know . Ah know ten or twelve dat uses it . 
will s tand . 

[ recipes ] . Ah ' ve tried that thing 
mah own purposes - mah ownself an ' 

Dat ' s  good j is ' as long as dat shoe 

Now , if yo ' cain ' t  git to nobody ' s  shoes - if yo ' kin git a photograph belong
ing to ' em ,  yo ' take that photograph . Some people set it in front of  their light 
[ lamp ,  votive light , or candle ] an ' burn it till dey git de person back . Dey put 
that photograph - maybe dey put it on de wall , put it  where it facin ' de side of 
de do ' ,  yo ' know , lak yo ' put up S t . Peter , but wi t de face in . Dat ' s  tuh keep 
it from lookin ' suspicious yo ' know , ' cause yo ' got that person ' s  face in all de 
time . An '  yet anybody comes in , dey j is ' think yo ' got a picture hanging in yore 
do ' ,  face in disaway on dis side of  de do ' - no t  that side , dis side . I t  faces 
in - dat means so much . 

(What did they used to do , j us t  dance? ) 
[Here comes the HOODOO DANCE . See a lso , pp . 7 9 4  and 796 . ]  

-well , it ' s  a kind of a cus tom , dey make , yo ' know , kind of  a - _lak de ole-time 
dancers used tuh do , j is ' go round , kind of a s toopin ' , used tuh s toop down an '  
go on . Now , wait a minute . Now , yo ' gittin ' on ' bout de ole-time cunjure work . 
I f  yo ' workin ' on anybody , poss ibly yo ' got five candles or  maybe seven , an ' ah 
don ' know how many be  in de room , but now yo ' s ee dat ' s  fo ' a case dat ' s  ex
tremely hard , because everyone of them people is gotta  use they mind . An ' now 
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if yo ' got eight , nine , ten or twelve people in dere , yore mind cain ' t outdo dem 
many minds . Yo ' git the idea? 

Well , de way yo ' do that . All them candles be in a row 'bout that far apart 
[ demons trates ] .  Now , yo ' dance , yo '  go in an '  out an ' aroun ' every one [ the 

peavine dri l l ] , yo ' see . [ Corks arew dri l l  would also have been a good name . ] 
(In and out around those candles . )  
Den yo ' go all de way round ' em .  
(All the way around in a circle . )  
No , yo ' don ' go in an ' out no mo ' .  De whole gang - one go in front an ' all 

behin ' ' em ,  yo ' know , an ' yo ' dancing all de time . Well , yo ' s ing dat Chambo 
song . 

(Chambo . What color would those candles be? ) 
Well , usually red and white . Red is fo ' power an ' white is fo ' peace . 
(Well , sometimes they us ed to dance people to death didn ' t they? ) 

. [A  purposely leading ques tion . She refused to say yes or to make up some-
thing . 1 

Well , no . Ah don ' know nuthin about dat dance - ah nevah did do that . 
(Well , isn ' t that dancing about - no one does that any more? ) 
Well , dere sech few people know anything about it  any mo ' .  See . Well , ah 

did it it ' s  because ah wus among dem ole peopl� . Ah wus about de younges t person 
among dem at dat time . Ah don ' say dat ah wus de younges t person dat know it , 
you know , .dere othah circles somewhere els e .  Yo ' see , dose people used tuh go 
together and dey have whut dey call a Mys tic Club - Mys tic Club , dat ' s  de way 
dey name de club . 

(The Mys tic Club - that ' s  the name of  the organization . )  
Dey call dat de Mys tic Club an ' den dey would do dat chew know , an ' den aftah 

dey git done dancing - now if  yo ' s  goin ' be made a worker an ' nevah been made , 
dey would make a ceremony . Dey have a big suppah yo ' know an ' dey have a plenty 
whiskey an '  above all things dey ' d  have raisins - raisins means much . 

An '  dey have dere oils , yo ' know , dere ointments made wit all dis diff ' rent 
sweet kind of oils . Dey would sprinkle that on those raisins . An' den dey would 
sprinkle some o f  dat - j is '  put a little bit  of it in dere han ' s , rub their han ' s  
together an ' dey would anoint chew . Dey would anoint chure haid an '  anoint all 
1bout chure body an ' so on . An' de man , dey ' d  anoint his haid an ' den open his 
bosom an ' rub dat oil in his bosom ;  de woman dey ' d  j is '  rub it on top of dere 
clothes but she ' d  have tuh have on a white gown . Dey don ' let chew go in dem 
clubs  wit no da ' k  clothes on lessen dey wus doin ' bad work . Only yo ' would take 
off  yore dress an ' yo ' d  have on all yore underwear , but chew take off  yore dress 
yo ' know an ' have on a white gown . Every one of  us dat in it in a white gown . 

An '  aftah dey git through , dey git through dey business ,  dem raisins dey take 
in dere han ' - give ' em those raisins tuh take home and a whole lotta cake . 

Now in anothah receipt ah ' ll tell yo ' whut those raisins wus fo ' - whut chew 
do wit ' em afterwards when yo ' git  home . 

(You say you j us t  had to go to some o f  those ceremonies to get into one o f  
those clubs ? )  

Dat ' s  de initiation . 
(Did they have any certain number of  people in those clubs ? )  
No . I f  yQ ' j o in yo ' j is '  have tuh know a certain amount of  work so yo ' could 

become a member becuz yo ' s  initiated then tuh do work . 
Now , dere ' s  lotta people - ah ' ve seen some people git up an ' go out fo ' 

workers . Dey ' d  learn a few receipts and dey ' d  git out tuh go tuh work an ' git 
down in deep work an ' firs t thing yo ' know somepin would happen to ' em .  

( They would be  up agains t it  and they couldn ' t  handle it ? )  
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Dey couldn ' t  handle ' em .  Dey had no one tub he ' p  ' em tub strengten ' em tub 
handle an ' so  on ; dey nevah been anointed fo ' it lak anything else . Yo ' take a 
judge or lawyer or anybody else , yo ' know he has tub b e  swo 'n  in . Well , in 
othah words , dey swearin ' yo ' in dere for dat s ort of  work , an ' yo ' d  be good . 
We had a man who ust tub live in Chicago an '  ah live dere , an '  ah begged him tub 
j oin de Mystic Circle , an' no he wouldn ' t  do it . We ' d  go tub de King - he had de 
money , and ah begged him tub j oin , an ' no he wouldn ' t  do it . An '  he s tarted out 
workin ' [without permission , training , anointing] an '  he got his throat cut from 
ear tub ear . He didn ' t  work two yeahs ' fore he got his throat cut from ear tub 
ear . 

(Did they have those Mys tic Circles in Chicago ? )  
Nope . Ah used tub come down heah quite a bit . Ah wus b o ' n  heah in New 

Orleans . [We are in Algiers - she corrects herself . ]  Ah wus b o ' n  ovah in New 
Orleans . 

(You were initiated in one of them? ) 
Yeah , ah been ' nitiated three times . 
(Three different ones or? ) 
Three different ones . Ah wus first initiated ah ' spose when ah wus about 

twenty yeahs of age an '  then ah wus initiated agin in anothah one when ah wus 
about thirty , an '  den ah wus when ah wus about thirty-six ah wus initiated agin . 

(When - well , can a person be initiated into any of them today? ) 
Well , ah don ' know - ah don ' know of  any . Ah ' ve had several people tub come 

an ' ask me tub start a club - yo '  know , have a club . But heah de people so dat 
yo ' cain ' t  depend on ' em .  Dey want somethin ' fo ' nuthin . People don ' wanta 
spend their money an ' those things calls fo ' money . Yo ' have tub have money tub 
git dat . 

Ah could have carried her further , but she wanted tub git  in deep watah befo ' 
she wus able tub git into it , an '  of co ' se ah tole her , ah says , "Girl , don ' fool 
wit dat , "  cus she didn ' t  know whut she ' s  doin ' . She saw somepin at mah house one 
night an ' she wanted tub know 'bout it , but de way she wus doin ' ah couldn ' t let 
her in dat deep watah right den yo ' know . An '  she couldn ' t  understan ' . Well , if  
ah ' d  thrun [ thrown] her in dat deep watah she couldn ' t  take care of herself . She 
got kinda angry wit me ' bout it but den aftah ah ' splained it  to her , well den 
she understood diff ' rent . 

[ I  did not forget the raisins . ]  
(You were going to tell me some way that you were going to use those raisins 

that tou took home . )  
Yo use 1 em in anothah receipt . 

' em in anothah receipt , de raisins . 
raisins . 

Yo ' us e ' em  - yo '  take ' em  home b ut yo ' use 
I t ' s  in anothah receiR t • Yo ' use de 

(What is that receipt for example? ) 
Well , when yo ' openin ' a �ay - now , fo ' ins tance , supposin ' yo ' b ring dis 

person dat wanted tub open a restaurant , or yo ' wanted tub open a roomin ' house , 
or yo ' wanted tub open a grocery or any othah kind of thing that would - where 
yo ' d  meet de pub lic in general , plenty people comin ' in . Yo ' might wanta open a 
church . I t ' s  j is ' de same amount . Send it to Chicago fo ' de people wit a papah 
fo 1 churches .  Well , now , dat ' s  when yo ' use dose raisins . 

•co ' se when yo ' know enough tub prepare ' em ,  yo ' kin prepare ' em yo ' self , yo ' 
see . Now , yo ' git a package of seedless raisins . Yo ' don ' want no raisins dat 
been fumbled wit , yo ' don ' want dem . Yo ' buy yo ' - de best  thing is tub buy the 
raisins on de s tem ,  yo ' know de raisins dat has stems . Well , yo ' buy yo ' a 
couple of pounds of those raisins . Yo ' put ' em down an ' yo ' put some of  dem 
lights on ' em .  Say yo ' burn about seven candles on ' em all night ; yo ' don ' have 
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tub burn all de candles in one day . It ' s  bettah dat chew burn ' em  day by day . 
An '  den yo ' sweeten those raisins all up wit whiskey or rum . Yo ' nevah heah any
thing much of  that rum - yo ' don ' heah of  that much or gin . An '  yo 1 use these 
same oils . Yo ' use the same thing in di ff ' rent receipts , but yo ' don ' use the 
same receipts . Yo ' use some things in one receip t an ' den some of dem things an ' 
some othah things in anothah receip t .  An '  den yo ' git - now , lis ten good . Yo ' 
git canary seeds . Yo ' know dere ' s  di ff ' rent kinda bird seed , but yo ' git canary 
seed an ' they are mixed seeds . Well , now , suppose we git a pound o f  raisins 
heah . Den we ' d  use about a pound of seed - yo ' know , 'bout half a pound of seed 
cuz yo ' git plenty seed in a pound . Yo ' kin git about half a pound of seed an ' 
one pound of  sugah - granulated preferred . Ah prefer de white granulated sugah . 
De di ff ' rence between de sugah is de brown sugah - that draws s o  many common 
people . I f  yo ' wanta draw a bettah class of  people yo '  use a bettah class of  
sugah . 

(Like everything - the better ingredients you use , the better your work is . )  
Yes - an ' den dat stuff when it draws , it draws j is '  whut it is - like 

attracts like . Now yo ' kin use cinnamon in dat , too - yo ' kin use de oil or de 
powder ,  or yo ' kin use both of 'em in dere . Yo ' mix dat . Yo ' gotta set dat 
undah lights , too . See , yo ' us ' lly take de five lights an ' keep it  two or three 
days an ' burn lights an ' make yore prayers . Ev ' ry day go dere an ' make a prayer 
ovah it , yo ' see . Now , dey call dat "Mr . Shomgold goes tub work . " Mr . Shomgold 
is de man dat yo ' ask - it de same as Mr . Shomgold , K . P . C . Dat means , ·�ut did 
yo ' say , will yo ' open de do ' ? " See , yo ' askin ' him tub open de do ' .  Yo ' might 
know a few words of  it but not know de meanings of  it , but ah nevah wus Creole 
an ' ah cain ' t  sing it chew know . Ah don ' have any Creole b lood in me while ah 'm 
bo 1n heah . 

Den yo ' take about a han ' ful of  it aftah dat an ' yo ' go out at night an ' yo ' 
go to de corner , lak dis corner down to that corner , an ' yo ' start there an ' yo ' 
sprinkle a little bit  on that corner an ' little bit all de way in de block in 
front of yo ' .  But chew have tub - yo ' see dis is whut yo ' have tub know . Yo ' 
ain ' t  gotta sprinkle that thisaway ; yo ' gotta hold it in front of yo ' an ' 
sprinkle it this way [ demons trates ] .  

(Right in front of you as you walk around . )  
Yes , throw it right in front of yo ' j is '  as yo ' walk - no t enough to  draw no 

suspicion or nuthin . Den when yo ' git  to dis corner , yo ' drop a little mo ' in 
de corner den yo ' do in de block . Den yo ' tie it onto yore do ' knob an ' bring it  
all in yore house ; goes right s traight on in yore house - see , go through it to 
yore second or third room . Den yo ' come out an ' git anothah han ' ful an ' yo ' come 
out agin ; den yo ' go roun ' heah tub dis far corner , an'  yo ' come back de same way 
wit it . 

All right , den de next night yo ' go tub that far corner of that block an ' stop 
there an ' bring it back into yore house agin . Then yo ' go to that far corner an ' 
stop dere an ' b ring it to yore house agin an ' yo ' won ' t  be  able tub serve the 
people in de nex ' two weeks . Jis ' lak it ' ll draw birds , it will draw people . 

(What sort of candles do they use on a thing like that ? Any particular 
colors ? )  

Dey uses white - white always . Yes , white is de mos ' essential yo ' use . 
Whit e an ' re� is de mos t  thing we use , cuz de red gives yo ' power , that ' s  if yo ' 
lookin ' fo ' power tub draw de people in . An '  yo ' won ' t  b e  ab le tub serve de 
people . Yo ' won ' t  have tub do that ovah two or three times in any spot fo ' de 
nex ' six months or mo ' .  

(There ' s  one person , before you go , that we might talk about . About five or 
six years ago a colored girl came down here to New Orleans from New York , and she 
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wanted to find out something about the work , and she wrote a little book . And 
she was initiated - she had been initiated into these various groups - and she 
had to fast so many days , and they took off all her clothes , and took her to an 
altar and burned candles , and all that sort of thing . )  

Well , we don ' do s tuff [ like that? ] .  Ah think - ah dunno whut that is . Ah 
bettah not s ay becuz ah nevah been into it an ' ah don ' know. 

(Well , do you think she had that experience or not ? ) 
Well , she could have . But ah couldn ' t  tell whut went on in diff ' rent kind of 

circles yo ' know . 
(Well , do you think that someone j us t  fixed up something for the occasion? ) 
Whut chew mean , j is '  tole her something dat wasn ' t  so?  
(Yes . )  
Well , now , ah dunno becuz ah nevah did have tuh git to know dat . Ah ' ve heard 

of diff ' rent people of - well , say ,  fo ' instance ah ' ve heard of people gittin '  
nude but i t  wusn ' t  - that ' s  de Council of God people dat does that . Dey ' s  sup
posed tuh be a kind of a church . Yo ' know de Council of God - those are de 
people that does that , de Holy Rollers an '  lak that . Those de people ah ' ve 
heard of that do that . 

(Have you ever heard of a fellow by the name of Luke Turner? Can you give me 
the names of some of these people - I ' ve forgotten them now , that she went to . )  

( [ Someone ] was her [Marie Laveau ' s ]  sister? Well , what was she supposed to 
do? )  

[The first Marie Laveau died in 1881 . See p . 794 . ]  
She supposed tuh be the Queen of the HoodOos , but ah wus too small to tell 

yo ' anything about her then - ah went tuh school with her brother . In dem days 
he wus livin ' . 

(What is his name? ) 
Louis Laveau . 
(Is  he in the work too? ) 
Well , ah dunno i f  he ' s  in it  - he knows a whole lot . But now ah couldn ' t  tell 

yo ' j is '  exactly where tuh find him .  Ah got his address but ah ' d  have tuh go 
look it up . Ah went tuh school wit him .  

[ She previously said o f  Louis , "In dem days h e  wus livin ' , "  but this need not 
mean that he was now dead . I may have interrupted her with my question , pre
venting her possible complete s tatement , "In dem days he wus livin "' [nex ' do ' ] .  

Now , when we lived nex ' do ' - an '  de nex ' j oinin ' side tuh us Marie Laveau ' s  
sister - ah wus a little bit o f  a chap [ girl ] , too little tuh know anything about 
that . But as ah grew up an ' Louis an '  ah went tuh school together , de people 
[ used]  tuh talk an ' ah begin tuh understan ' ,  yo ' know. Well , ah guess ah were 
in mah teens befo ' ah undertook dis work. She died . Ah even know where her 
[Marie ' s ]  grave is . She ' s  buried in St . Louis Cemetery . Ah dunno if it ' s  number 
3 ,  anyhow yo ' go in Bimbo [ ? ]  Street . Ah been right to her tomb . Yo ' go in de 
graveyard an ' den yo ' turn left an '  ah dunno if the name is up there yet or not , 
but that wus some yeahs ago - ah wus at her tomb about ten yeahs ago . 

(Do people still go to her tomb for anything? What do they go there for? ) 
Tuh make wishes an ' so  on - invoke de spirits . 
(How long has she been dead? ) 

•oh , ah couldn ' t tell yo ' - ah guess  about 50 yeahs . 
(Did you ever see her? ) 
Not dat ah could remembah . Ah saw her but ah couldn ' t  remembah her , cuz she 

used tuh come see her sister dat lived in de adj oinin ' house wit us . But at dat 
time ah wus too small tuh know whut she wus . Yo ' unders tan ' , lak children , yo ' 
see a person an ' ah seem tuh remembah those people livin ' there - those Creole 
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people - an ' ah used tuh see people come in an ' out , but ah didn ' t know . 
(You jus t  saw Louis . Is  he really her nephew? I mean , he isn ' t a fake or 

anything ? )  
N o  indeed , he ' s  Marie Laveau ' s  nephew , her sis ter ' s  chile . Dey lived right 

nex ' do ' .  He an '  me went tuh school together , so yo ' know Marie mus ' be very 
ole - me an '  her nephew went tuh s chool together . 

[My informant is , was at interview in 1939 , 65 plus . ]  
Now dere one woman , but ah don ' even know where she lives at - now , she kin 

tell yo ' where Louis Laveau lives . 
(How about the white workers ? Are there many white workers in the same line 

of work? ) 
Not dat ah know of . Ah j is '  know a few of ' em an '  de spiritualis ts . 
(Most  of  them are reading fortunes and things of that sort ? )  
Yes , but ah don ' know of any in dis work . Ah did know o f  a I t alian woman but 

she ' s  been daid a long time . 
Yo ' kin take a lemon - yo ' spoke about de lemon , well dat ' s  tub bring dem 

back . Yo ' kin take a lemon an '  yo ' cut it  in half  but not all de way . Yo ' cut 
it  so that it ' ll open in half  lak a box , but on de backs ide of it yo ' leave some 
of  de peelin ' . 

(You leave a little and make it like a lid . )  
Yo ' cut it mos tly in half  - yo ' kin cut it  near de top i f  yo ' want tub , but 

it ' s  best tub cut it right in half . Well , now yo ' kin put cayenne peppah in 
dere , coprus , gunpowder and de person ' s  name wrote nine times wit indelible -
always write it with indelible pencil , becuz , ah dunno if yo ' know , de lead pen
cil won ' las t . It  will rub off  de time de liquids an ' things hit it  - one or two 
days , den it ' s  gone . Den yore name ' s gone an ' yo ' got nuthin dere to a point to 
no particular person . An '  yo ' write dat name nine times an '  if yo ' put nine 
crosses on dat name , yo ' know whut ah mean . 

(You make X ' s ? )  
Yes - no - not - it ' s  bettah t ub  make crosses , a real cross i s  bettah .  Yo ' 

take on a little piece of papah lak that , well yo ' j is '  put a line of  crosses -
dat ' s  three an ' dat ' s  nine , an '  then yo ' write on top of  that yore wish . Now , 
yo ' wanta move a person out de city . Yo ' don ' like ' em  an '  dey in de city an '  
dey must go , an '  yo ' shet dat [ lid] back . Now , _dis i s  some kinda o f  Madam 
Pierre ' s  work and she wus Queen of de Hoodoos in her days . She wus right aftah 
that Marie Laveau . Dat ' s  one person ' nointed me . 

[ She said she had been initiated , anointed three different times . ]  
Yo ' git chew a papah o f  brand new pins an '  yo ' take nine out of it an '  yo ' 

fasten dat wit dose pins . Let ' s  see - now , yo ' gonna fas ten dat lem up lak dis 
[ demonstrates ] where it ' s  cut in half . Yo ' s tart aroun ' dat one side an ' go 
roun ' tuh de othah side - yo ' know , de peelin ' is onto it heah . Yo ' shet it  
back up . 

( Shut the lid up - put the lid down . ) 
[To put the li d dOwn is quite complicated . ]  
Yes , jis ' lak yo ' would a coffin . Den yo ' start pinin ' i t  right heah . 

[ Demons trates . ]  See , yo ' pin heah an '  yo ' put anothah pin ' cros s it . Yo ' put 
a pin there an '  yo ' put anothah pin ' cross it . Yo " put a pin there an '  yo ' put 
anothah pin �ight ' cross it . Into the lemon . 

(You are crossing those pins all the time . )  
Yes , an ' de las t one is nine . Yo ' j is '  put it once . Now , yo ' see those  pins 

go in lak this . Look at it now . Dat ' s  de top - dat ' s  de top of lid . Heah ' s  de 
bottom [ of ]  lid . Yo ' see , let dat pin come out dere , an '  dere ' s  de bottom lid -
s tick it in dat bottom lid an '  let it  come out agin . Now , yo ' take anothah pin 
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an ' yo ' put it  right in heah this way , de same way . 
(Now , the top lid , you would go one fold on the top lid and then you would go 

down and take one fold on the lower lid . )  
No . 
( I  see , the way you have it there - that ' s  put in slantwise ,  then you slant 

another one over it , the same thing . You take one piece in the top and then one 
in the bottom? ) 

Ovah it , yes . Den right heah yo ' do the same thing agin . See , right there 
yo ' do the same thing . Right roun ' heah yo ' do the same thing , an '  yo ' do the 
s ame thing right roun ' heah - until yo ' git roun ' wit de nine . Ket ch de idea? 
[I do not answer ! ]  

Now , yo ' go in de cemetery an '  yo ' find where it ' s  somebody died bad an '  yo ' 
bury that at dere left feet j is '  as near - well , yo ' guessin ' at  where de foot 
of de co ffin is - bury it near their feet as yo ' kin git it . An ' it won ' be  
long befo ' dey leave de  city . Now , dat ' s  one de  things yo ' do in de graveyard -
dere ' s  so many diff ' rent things . 

(You said this is one o f  the things what woman did? What did you say her name 
was ? Madam LaPere - Pierre - P-i-e-r-r-e? How was she? Was she good? ) 

Uh-hub . Wus she good? She wus Queen of de Hoodoos . Her son ravished a girl 
an ' she went tub de witness an ' as t him not tub swear agains t her son becuz she 
didn ' t  have but a son an '  daughter , an ' she would , yo ' know , fix it up wit him .  
An '  de man said , '�ell , he done dat little girl too bad . An ' ah saw it  an '  ah 
ain ' t  gonna tell a lie . " 

She said , "All right . "  
She went off an '  she left him an ' she went off  an '  got her doll an ' she - dey 

used tub wear dose big shawls dat come roun ' heah , dat come way down to de waist . 
An ' she went an ' looked fo ' dat man an ' when she found him , she walked right up 
to him an ' she says ,  "Heah , look at dis . "  An ' when he throwed his eyes on it  -
when she saw his eyes go on dat doll she j is '  took it an ' put it  undah heah [ the 
shawl ] .  Dat man wus goin ' tub co ' t  tub swear agains t dat boy tomorrah an '  today 
he went an ' set out dere on dat levee an ' took off  his shoes an ' j umped ovahbo ' d  
an ' he ain ' t  to be found till yet . 

(She worked him with that doll some way? ) 
Yes . 
(She j us t  showed him the doll - she took the doll and did something to it ? )  
Yes . She could work dem things . Oh , she knew . 
Anothah time she took a black cow . Yo ' have tub go find a black cow an '  git  

milk from its  breas t .  An '  dat  man swole up an '  died an '  de cow swell up an ' died 
too . 

---Yo ' git a black cow an '  yo ' write de person ' s  name on a piece o f  papah nine 
times , an '  yo ' put it in s omethin ' othah - a little pan or somethin ' ,  an '  yo ' go 
where dere ' s  a black cow , an ' yo ' j is '  git three s trokes of de breast , git three 
s trokes of milk on dat name from dat cow . Well , now yo ' use coprus wit dat too . 

( She squirted this milk on this name three times . Then what did she do ? )  
Yes . Yo ' take a piece of  brand new white cloth - she believed in using white 

new cloth - take a piece of brand new white cloth an '  yo ' put that name in dere 
an ' po ' dat milk . Dis cloth will j is '  sop up dat milk . An ' yo ' put coprus in 
dere an ' peppah an ' so on lak that , an ' yo ' roll dat up an ' tie nine knots  in 
dere , an ' den yo ' bury dat . But yo ' mus t bury those things , yo ' ain ' t  gotta do 
dat - any person dat dies peaceful dey [grave ] ain ' t  gonna 'mount tub much , but 
de secret in dat [is ] to git it on a person ' s  grave who died horrid . Now , � 
take a gambler who got killed at a gamblin ' table - dat grave ' s  wuth money . 
Ah ' ve knowed people j is '  tub go to de funeral tub find out where dem graves were . 
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An ' a person dat died bad will do any kind of  bad thing fo ' yo ' becuz they died 
befo ' they time is out heah . Dey didn ' t  live they life out an ' dey mind is back 
heah in de world an '  dey continue on - j is '  as a person died , dat ' s  de way dey 
continue on , yo ' know , in dat s tate . An ' den yo ' git  results . Dat ' s  the thing 
ah 1ve heard o f  those things . 

(They took this paper out there and did what? )  
Yo ' bury it on dat grave . 
(Bury it on this wicked grave? ) 
Yes , uh-hah . Now , that yo ' bury it  near the heart . I f  yo ' wanta kill some

body yo '  bury somepin near de heart of dat . Now , heah ' s  mah grave an ' yo ' come 
�· Dis is de right side of de grave , heah ' s  de foot , an ' dere ' s  de haid .  Well , 
yo ' know dis is de right side . Well , yo ' don ' t  bury it on dis side , yo ' come 
roun ' heah an ' bury it on dis side of de grave , don ' t  chew see , j is ' about where 
yo ' think - near de heart as yo ' kin . Well , yo ' try tuh bury it right along dere 
all de time . 

(That will kill them . ) 
An ' den aftah burying all those things , yo ' pay fo ' dem things wit whiskey , 

but don ' spill a drop of it on yore clothes . 
(How do you mean you pay with whiskey? ) 
Yo ' po ' that whiskey in there . Yo ' give that whiskey to the spirit - po ' it  

in de ground in dat hole where dat hole [with buried article ] is . Po ' it in de 
ground an ' den cover de hole up an ' po ' s ome mo ' right on top of  dat hole . When 
dat spirit go - yo ' know spirits like alcohol .  Ah ' spose yo ' know dat . Well , 
dey - when dey go dere huntin ' dat alcohol dey find dat work dere an ' den dey 
gonna work for that alcohol .  Dey ' ll find that alcohol an ' they ' ll do that . Dat 
might sound fishy but it ' s  true . Dat ' s  why dey use alcohol in mos t  all cere
mony - ah always say whiskey . 

(You put the alcohol down near this name? ) 
Anywhere near . [And in this rite or any similar rite you could ] po ' some 

alcohol in a glass an ' set it  down anywheres an '  in two or three days all de 
strength ' s  gone out of it . 

(Why is that? )  
Well , becuz de spirits like de alcohol an ' dey take all de essence - dey j is ' 

take de essence of it  - out de  food or  anything . Dey j is '  take the essence of  
it , de  s trength of it , yo ' know . 

Anothah receipt yo ' often meet - now girls mo ' s o  den boys . I t ' s  fer a man , 
too . Yo ' git - yo ' may know this - ah don ' know dis but ah don ' know if ·yo '  know 
how tuh fix it . Yo ' know whut catnip is?  [Did I nod "yes ? " ]  All right , yo ' git  
some catnip an ' yo ' lay it  up three or  fo ' days an ' let  it  git dry an ' yo ' wear 
it on yo ' self . When dat person comes neah yo ' an ' yo ' go where dey are an ' yo ' 
j is '  rub dat catnip in yore han ' s  till yore han ' s  git hot .  Yo ' know yo ' gittin ' 
all de vibration. Jis ' rub it an ' rub it an ' rub . Rub it an '  have yo ' a piece 
of papah wit no writin ' on it - no printin ' or nuthin , j is '  white papah out a 
tablet or sheet of  writin ' papah or anything dat white , or piece of clean brown 
papah , an ' yo ' grease it  up into yore han ' s  j is '  real hot , yo ' know , an ' den yo ' 
empty it right on down in dere . An ' yo ' go to dat person - j is '  go to ' em  an '  
put chure han ' s  on ' em ,  play wi th ' em . - Put chere han ' s  on dey flesh , play wi t 
' em ,  kis s  ' ea  or anything . Rub dey haid or anything - dey body . 

Now , when dey gone , yo ' go back an ' gi t dis whut chew done rub an ' put in 
dere , an ' yo ' take some guinea seeds - dey call ' em paradise seeds , an ' yo ' take 
an '  cut seven or a dozen of 1em , an ' yo ' put dem in a piece of blue silk ribbon , 
kinda thick ribbon , lak silk on one side an ' rib-lak on de othah , ribs-lak .  Yo ' 
make a little bit  of  bag outa dat j is ' about dat big . An ' den yo ' put dat in 
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dere in dat catnip that ' s  left an ' yo ' wear dat on yore garter . Sew dat into 
yore garter an ' wear it on yore left laig . Now , yo ' kin tell in a short time 
whut good it ' s  gonna do , because that man will come an ' all de time he ' s  settin '  
down , every chance he git settin '  down talkin ' to yo ' , he ' s  playin ' roun' wit 
chure knee . Yes , yore garter ' s  right dere an ' i t  ' tracts him so till he play 
aroun ' wit yo ' , an ' it ' ll sho ' draw him to  yo ' .  Ah ' ve used that . When ah wus 
single ah used that . 

Now , dat ' s  from Sarah Pugh . She wus one dem . 
(How do you spell that name - �? ) 
Now , ah dunno . Ah don ' know she spelt it , but ah j is ' know dat wus her name -

Sarah Pugh . 
(Was she on this side or the other side? ) 
Oh , ah don ' know nuthin 'bout dis side de rivah . All ah know is on de othah 

side . She lived an ' she wus good . She charged people $350 , $375  or fo ' or five 
hundred dollahs apiece - fo ' a piece of work . 

He belonged tuh de devil . I f  he could turn lak dat he really belonged to de 
devil . Ah nevah would ' sociate . 

Ah know a man down town - he ' s  daid , too , now . He didn ' t  have this [pointing 
to her palm] • 

(He didn ' t  have the life-line? ) 
No , he didn ' t  have dese two fingahs . Dey wus chopped off right dere . He give 

dem two members he said fo ' whut he knowed he could do . Ah didn ' t  argue wit 
him - j is ' devil work . 

(What do you think about these people that wear these gowns and all that sort 
of thing? Do they have that for display - these various gowns and caps? )  

Dese spiritualists?  Well , i t  has a meanin ' .  Don ' t  chew know de meanin ' ?  
(Only the spiritualists use that , you say? ) 
No - we use it in our meetings but don ' t chew know de meanin ' of  that? 
(Well , I don ' t know jus t  exactly . What is your point of  view? ) 
It ' s  purity - white is always pure . Dat ' s  de reason we use white gowns fo ' 

peace . Dere ' s  plenty doin ' good work den [when] we wear white . 
[While machine was turried off  she says something about King DPag . ] 
(The head worker was called the King Drag [ ? ] . Did they call him ' 'King? "  What 

were the members called? ) 
Yes , j is '  call us memb ahs . 
(Was there a queen? ) 
Sometimes dere wus . Heah now , yo ' know Marie Laveau wus queen - Anna Pierre 

was de queen . 
Dere several things ah do . Ah don ' know whut de othah people would do . Now , 

de first s tep would be tuh give de accused person three baths , s o  if  dey been 
cPossed in any way , dey uncrossed . 

Those baths [made ] of  a bunch of  parsley ,  a teaspoonfulla saltpeter an '  about 
a teaspoonful of some s trong ammonia . Yo ' boil de parsley , say fo ' 'b out 20 or 
40  minutes , so as yo ' git s trength - git all de s trength out of it , yo ' see . Yo ' 
let dat cool down a little cuz don ' want no one ' fraid tub git in it  cuz yo ' don ' 
add no watah to it . Den yo ' put de saltpeter becuz yo ' don ' wanta kill de life 
of it . Den yo ' put dat ammonia in an ' den yo ' bathe from haid tub foot an '  yo ' 
don ' put no soap .  Now yo ' take those baths every othah day . All right . 

Yo ' git oil of  roses . Yo ' know whut that is . Yo ' don ' use but a few drops 
an ' yo ' git about a teaspoonful o f  salt . Dat ' s  de only receipt ah tole yo '  about 
salt . Ah have a little white bowl about lak dat I put it in . Den yo ' read the 
Seven Psalms - ah think it ' s  three times , de Seven P salms ovah that . Yo ' make a 
wish ovah that . Then at twelve a ' clock in de night yo ' take clean underclothes , 
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shirt and drawers if  it ' s  a man ; if it ' s  a lady de same thing dat next to her . 
Yo ' turn ' em on de wrong side an ' aftah yo ' turn it on de wrong s ide yo ' put on 
yore nitie an ' yo ' sprinkle it with this an ' let dem put it on - on de wrong side 
dey mus t put it on . Den dey go tub co ' t  in de mawnin ' .  Dat person will git a 
light sentence . Yo ' sweeten up de names of  de people - yo ' don ' worry so much 
about de people that ' s  fightin ' yo ' ,  yo ' worry about de j udge an ' de lawyers an ' 
yore witnesses , see , cuz if  yo ' includes de people dat ' s  fightin ' yo ' ,  dey ain ' t  
nuthin . Dey don ' mean nuthin . I t  is de witnesses an ' de j udge an ' de lawyers 
dat counts . Well , yo ' influence dem .  Yo ' sweeten dem an ' maybe yo ' ll burn 
lights on dem fo ' about nine days or seven days or somepin befo ' han ' . 

An ' now some people used tub put ice aroun ' dere lights when dey burn ' em .  
[For ice and candles , see p . 823 and elsewhere . ]  Well , ah don ' t  cuz ah don ' t  burn 
on de person ah 'm fightin ' . Ah don ' have any needltUh ·freeze dem out cuz if  ah 
influence de othahs high enough , dey already froze out . Now , yo ' see ev ' rybody 
don ' work alike . But dat ' s  de way ah work . Ah don ' do that unneces sary s tuff 
wit dat ice an ' ah don ' t wanta freeze out people dat ' s  ah 'm influencin ' .  See . 
An ' ah keep de lights aroun ' dem an ' ah usually - now , de person dat ah 'm fight
ing ah ' d  use dat tongue on dem .  An ' if ah don ' use dat tongue , ah ' ll ketch a 
lizard at five a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' s tuff de names down dat lizard throat 
an ' turn him a-loose .  Yo ' ain ' t  gotta hurt dat lizard . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dey cain ' t  talk - dey won ' t  talk . Is  yo ' evah heard lizards make a noise?  

Is yo ' evah heard a sound from him? All right den . 
( I f  you used that , how would you use that tongue? Have you ever us ed it in 

any way? ) 
Oh , ah ' ve used it a thousand times lak dat . Well , ah think ah use it j is '  

abo� lak all de rest . [The tongue rite has variations I have not included in 
.this work . ] Yo ' git de tongue an ' yo ' cut de tongue away - 'way back in heah , 
yo ' know . 

(Down at the root . )  
Don ' cut it  in two but chew j is '  split it enough dat chew kin open it an ' yo ' 

put dat name in dere , that name wrote nine times . Yo ' write dat name nine times 
an ' yo ' has that hot peppah an ' all dem bad things in dere , yo ' know - nuthin 
good in dere , all dem bad in dere . An ' den yo ' pin that togethah wit needles an ' 
pins an ' cross ' em  j is '  lak ah showed yo ' j is ' now [when closing the lid of  the 
lemon] . See . Yo ' put a pin heah an ' a needle heah - a pin dere an ' a needle 
heah . 

(You cross a pin agains t a needle . )  
All togethah . An ' then yo ' double that tongue . Yo ' take de end of  de tongue 

an ' yo '  bring it back to the root , an ' den yo '  take a spool of b lack thread . Yo ' 
set  it down an ' yo ' set it in somepin dat it don ' tangle yore feet an ' laigs - it 
mus tn ' t  do that - an ' den yo ' j is '  wrap it  till yo ' wrap dat whole spool of 
thread aroun ' dat tongue . 

Now , some people git up de nex ' mawnin ' at  five a ' clock an ' po ' oil on de 
tongue an ' set it  afiah , an ' othahs don ' t .  Othah j is ' leave it stan '  there an ' 
put lights on it until aftah de co ' t ' s  called . 

(What WOULD YOU DO WITH IT? ) 
[My trans c•iber puts my emphatic words in capitals . ]  
Ah 've done both .  
(You leave the tongue in that condition during the trial? ) 
Till aftah it ' s  ovah - everything is ovah . 
(And you don ' t  prepare that man in any other way except that he has his under

clothing turned . That ' s  all he needs ? )  
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Well , ah don ' say dat ' s  all he needs . When yo ' burns dem three candles on de 
j udge , yo ' put his name there too with them , influence him with them . 

(Who would you send there - this man that did the s tealing ? )  
Uh-huh . An '  aftah yo ' pray this prayer - i t  supposed tuh be  prayed , ah don ' 

send i t  off high in de mawnin ' - yo ' put it down in front of  they do ' where he 
gotta come out ovah it . 

(The man that you s tole from? ) 
Uh-huh . Now in de mawnin ' he cain ' t  see dat cuz it ' s  done dried up , see . Den 

aftah de nex ' - ah ' ve done that , oh , so many times . Him an ' anothah had a peni
tent ' ry  s crape lak dat . He beat a woman wit a piece of  wood till he cut her haid 
all up an ' de blood wus all on de wood an' ever ' thing an' ah done him de s ame 
thing . An ' aftah three or  fo ' days den ah sent de wife tuh this man an ' ah 
.used - if  yo ' travel all roun ' , if  yo '  kin gi t  it . Ah ' ve nevah seen it b�ght 
down heah an '  ah don ' t  know a thing about i t . I t ' s  hard tuh say tuh anybody ,  but 
ah ' ve nevah heard of  it . Down heah dey use oil of  Cummins [ ? ] . De las t ounce ah 
had cos t  me $40 becuz ah had tuh go [ send] to Chi cago tuh git  it  at de  wholes ale 
place . Yo ' take - yo '  don ' need ovah a drop or two of  dat . I t ' s  a turrible 
influence on ' em .  

Dis man , ah tell yo ' ,  cut dis woman up so  b ad .  Well , de woman done a trick . 
He had tole her no t tuh do i t  an '  she got de wors t of  i t  an ' all an ' she ' s  tryin ' 
tuh hide it  from him an ' de othah men wus makin ' fun of him an ' all - kind of  a 
smutty trick yo ' know . An '  so he come tuh me . He used tuh clean mah furniture 
fo ' me . Ah 'm usin ' him now . He ' d  come twice a yeah an ' wax all mah furniture 
an ' all . So he came tuh me an ' he tole me about it an ' he - ah looked at him an ' 
ah say ,  "Robinson , yo ' ain ' t  got  ' nuff money , ah cain ' t  fool wit chew . "  

He say ,  ' 'Mrs . Murray , " he say ,  ''mah mothah sent me , mah mothah ' s  goin ' tuh pay 
fo ' it . Mah mothah tole me tuh come heah an ' see yo ' . " He say ,  ' 'Mah mo thah sent 
me tuh as t yo ' how much would yo ' charge . "  Say ,  "Ah 'm goin ' tuh penitent ' ry 
[be cause ]  dey put me undah [high bond] . "  Ah fo ' git how many bonds he pos t . But 
dey got a lawyer an ' de lawyer got it reduce an ' de dis trict attorney or whoevah 
i t  is had it , had it raised agin . An '  ah looked at him an ' ah say ,  "Well , Robin
son , yo ' a pretty good ole fellah but chew won ' t  stay outa trouble . "  So ah say ,  
"I f yore maw goin ' pay ,  dat ' s  a diff ' rence . I t  will come yuh so much . "  

So he say ,  "Ah have tuh meet mah mothah now , "  he says , "ah 'm goin '  right down 
where she works an ' tell her . 

[I  do not know why this s tory was no t completed . ]  
[ I  almos t los t ? ] mah own home . Well , ah bought dat home an ' ah bought de lot 

an '  ah spent all de cash money ah had on it . Dat is , befo ' ah spent it ah had 
gone an ' make a mortgage becuz de contractors set de price fo ' de house an ' all 
dat . Ah didn ' t  have dat amount of  money so  ah borrowed $2000 . Well , aftah ah 
borrowed it  ah had a lot of trouble . Dat ' s  when ah experienced about dis co ' t  
s crape an '  all - ah been into it  up to mah neck . 

An '  it wus a J .  B .  Williams dat lived in Hous ton , Texas - he ' s  daid too , qow . 
But he learned down dere in Florida amongst dose black Indians , yo ' know , a lotta 
s tuff an ' he made me take an ' git a little bottle about dat long . 

(End of  1589 . Too diffuse in talking - hard to pin her down to anything . I 
think I probably got a few things from her , however . )  

• 

''MARCUS BROWN" 

NOW DIS SOMEPIN, DOC, I HATE TO GIVE AWAY 
I TELL YOU DE TRUTH 
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BUT I HAVE TO GIVE [IT TO ] YOU 
BECAUSE I SEE SOMEPIN ON YOU 

YOU MARKED IN DE FOREHEAD 
AND I GOTTA 'PLAIN [ EXPLAIN] DIS TO YOU 

BUT YOU OUGHT [TO ]  PUT DIS IN A EXTRA BOOK 
BECAUSE DIS SOMEPIN EXTRA SEE 

PUT DIS IN A EXTRA BOOK 

CHARLESTON , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[Many an athlete has worn No . 13 to defy supers tition , but what person except 
our info rmant has ever named himself after a graveyard - after Marcus Brown , the 
Negro cemetery in Charles ton ! But this could have been a temporary act of  
daring - induced by  the spirits within - because I later learned he  was known 
to others as William or Peter . Besides , I am almost  certain it was he who had 
the fight with Doator Washington in the court of the house where I was inter
viewing : 1 1I mus t add - to emphasize the danger - that Washington had come to me 
in a treasure-seeking mood , having taken a few drinks of moonshine whiskey from 
his s crew-top j ar .  After he left me , he and a doator waiting for me got into 
the altercation des cribed elsewhere 1 1  (quotation from p . l34 , line 35f . ) . DOCTOR 
WASHINGTON OF CHARLESTON , pp . l32-135 , is quite a s tory .  At a later date , after 
another fight between two doators , I refer to the Charleston fight (p . 337 , lines 
5-17) . The mark that Doator Brown inwardly saw on my forehead was the tav or 
taw = sign or aFOss , 22nd letter of Heb rew alphabet . Presumab ly - or at leas t I 
hope - I bore the mark of the e leat or ahosen of  God (E zk . 9 : 3-7) ; not the mark 
of the beas t (Rev . l4 : 9 ) . The material of informant 513 was difficult , badly 
recorded , and not completely trans cribed ; these selections coming from cylinders 
744-751 . ]  

Well , how you want me to do? De quickest way or de long way - de lingering 
way? 

(Well , let me have both ways - one way firs t and then the other way second , 
you see . )  

One way firs t . Well , you want de high speed firs t or de s low speed w�? 
(Let me have the high speed firs t . )  
Well , de high speed firs t . Like when a man come to me firs t ,  see ,  I ' ll go and 

I ' ll shake his hand and I ' ll take dis handkerchief . [He takes out a handker
chief . ] Looks like dere a little [ something ] in dat i [MY FIRST DOCTOR also 
produced a handkerchief , p . 934 , line 11 . ]  And I ' ll play with it  and I ' ll wipe 
his face , and I ' ll go back home see and I ' ll put dat handkerchief in a basin of  
water see .  I ' ll s train dat water and I ' ll wring it out dry and I ' ll take dat 
water and I ' ll put it  in a little bit  of bottle about dat big . And I ' ll take 
four pins wit de head on ' em  and two needles see , and tie dem pins see , tie de 
heads tight , de four heads together . You unders tand me? All right . And I takes 
de needles crossways - cros s de pins and put ' em down in dat bottle see , and 
carry dat badk dere and have it put underneat ' de s tep . And he ' ll be  dead a 
hour after dat . 

(A hour after . That ' s  the speedy way ,  I see .  Now what would you do for the 
s low way?)  

De s low way . Well , de  s low way , you go to  him - you go to de [ wash line? ] 
here and you waits fer de s tocking see . You gets de s tocking and you bring dat 
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home and you soak dat in de  water see , and you j us t  squeeze dat  water and s tock
ing all down in de bottle . And you take one long pin and put it  through de 
s tocking - you see , you done hang down in de bottle . And you j us t  cut in de 
stopper - a air hole [ in the s topper] and j us t  keep a leak of it [ so that bottle 
will leak constantly ] , and finally he ' ll be dat way in a couple of days or so 
[his  life will leak away ] . 

(I  see . Where do you put that bottle after you fix it ? )  
Down underneat ' de step - down underneat ' d e  step and let de head b e  out dere 

about dat much , j us t  de head give out . See , dat will get him down , dat will get 
his head . 

I f  somebody try to hW't chew , tell ytih what chew do now . If somebody try to 
hW't chew and you come in time to me . Well , ah keeps two or three b lack cats 
see , but ah don ' t  want nuthin off 'em but a patch of  hair out de middle of his 
head . Well , ah carry dat out to de graveyard , you unnerstan ' ,  and ah carry a 
dollar and a half . Ah puts 50¢ to the head , 50¢ on his b reas t , and 50¢ to his 
feet . Unders tan ' . But it  got ta be your family see , or some relation someway or 
some cousin of yours . An '  I pay ' em [ spirits ]  to keep dese  people from hW'tin ' 
you . And I come on back and ah gits me a can of Red Devil Lye see , but ah ' ll 
bring a handful of  dust off  de grave j es ' where ah put dat money . And when ah 
come wit dat Red Devil Lye , ah takes dat Red Devil Lye and ah mix it with dat , 
see , and ah put ' em in a can and ah puts six hole in it , and put it underneat ' 
your step . And regardles s  of what you puttin ' on me , he [ spirit and lye ] eat 
' em up . 

(You cut six holes in it ? )  
Yes . 
If  you come to me I ' ll make you get ' em .  
(What would you do for me? ) 
Well , you come to me and tell me , say ,  "I want me a j ob .  De boss knock me off 

but I wanta j ob . "  I say ,  "All right , when did he knock you off? " All right . 
Well , I say ,  "I ' ll charge you ten dollars or  twenty , "  or maybe accordin ' to who 
you is , you know . He say ,  "All right . "  Well , I say ,  "Kin you git to de boss? "  
He say , "No . "  But I ' ll g o  t o  him , see . When I g o  t o  him I ' ll carry me a bottle . 
See . When I carry dis bottle I ' ll have me one piece of devil-shoestring , one 
piece of  hoarhound root and one piece of dogwood root - dese [ three ] roots . And 
I ' ll have me ab out ten drops of s trong germanide [germicide ] . I 'm goin '  take 
your spiri t , unnerstan ' . I put ' em in de bottle an ' I go to him an ' I say ,  '�ell 
boss , how are you? " Soon as you [bos s ]  open your mouf - I got de bottle in my 
pocket uncorked , you see . Soon as you open your mouth to say "Good morning , "  I 
put de stopper down . I got his spirit , see [ demonstrates ] .  

(You set the cork right in . )  
Jes ' like dat . 
(And you got his spirit . )  
Den I stay and I talk to him .  And when I come off from him , I go to a grave

yard and I pay dem a dollar for dat [b ottled spirit of bos s ]  s taying dere about 
eleven hours , unnderstan ' . And after dem eleven hours , up to three o ' clock to
da1 , I come dere and I say ,  "Listen ,  now , Mr . So-and-So , will you give Such-and
So a j ob ?  

Anyway let ' em  lay in d e  grave fer ' leven hours , see . An '  now you bury ' em  
dere and den ah come on back to de boss . See . Ah say ,  "Listen ,  now , Mr . So
and-so , how yo ' can ' t  get dis one a j ob ? "  He says , '�ell" - he cut out some of  
his  people [ at work] . He call de foreman and say , "Aw put dat man to work . " 
Well , arright [all right ] ,  that does de work . "Put de man to work . " 

Den I go dere and git dat bottle and carry it to your house - you askin ' fer 
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a j ob ,  see . I carry it to your home and bury it underneat ' your s teps and he 
can ' t  fire you fer about twelve months . You see , every twelve months wit de new 
� - every twelve months take new [material] . 

See , every twelve months take [make] up a new [jomo or hand] . Unders tand , and 
as long as you kept dat bottle dere he couldn ' t  kno ck you off . 

[This is the time limit sometimes placed on a hand (p . 5 7 7 )  - this one good for 
a year . But it must be renewed on a new moon . ] 

( I  see , long as you keep that bottle he can ' t kno ck you off . )  
Now , like a bootleggah run a s till see , and you wanna keep de law from him .  

Arright . Now , it ' s  a simple thing kills dat but everything you think is great 
is not great , because today we livin ' off de dead . Unners tan ' ,  sir? From de 
dead we can ' t  go . Now , what chew do now to keep dem from de house . You goes to 
work - now , dis a big business place , no t a little ole bootleg stand to get about 
a little package - little , dese little lion package , little five-dollah package , 
and you promise to act like something by de Lawd . Dat ain ' t  nuthin like dat , 
see . 

You goes to work - anybody you know buried , you dig ' em up . You take dis 
tooth and dis here [points to them] and you bring de head stiak [wooden headboard 
of grave ] . 

(An upper tooth and a lower tooth . )  
Dis heah and dis [points again] - both , but git ' em from de right side , see . 

Den you come away from dere an ' you bring de head s ti ak and de foot s ti ak [wooden 
footboard of grave ] . Dem things cos t  you ten dollars [ to erect ] . See . You pay 
him [ spirit ] ten dollars [ to repay him] . He de one [ that ] do you good , not me . 
He de one do you good . 

(What kind of  money do you use , paper money? ) 
No , no ! Nuthin but silver . Let ' em be dimes , halfadollars , quarters , but 

nuthin but silver . 
(Where do you put that , then? ) 
Well , you j es '  carry it  and j es '  put it right somewhere on de grave . Nobody 

kin move ' em ,  nobody in de world move ' em - you das t [ dare] not move ' em ,  ' cause 
if you move ' em ,  you wouldn ' t  be dere long . Yes , s ir . Den you come on back wit 
dem . 

Now , you go about a mile - if it ' s  two miles , you go halfa dat ; if  it ' s  but a 
mile from de place , so  you don ' t  want de man to go to de place . An '  you , as you 
can dig , dig to de two sides of de road . You put de head s ti ak heah and one 
teeth chere , one of de teeth - put de head s ti ak to de right , one de teeth ; and 
de foot s ti ak to de left [ and one tooth] . Onders tan ' - lis ten good now . You 
gits you a ki Z Zbaak . 

(What is that? ) 
A ki Z Zbaak . 
(What ' s  that? ) 
Jes ' somepin grows you calls a ki Z Zbaak . I t  grow dataway . [ He demons trates 

but I fail to unders tand . ]  
(What ' s  it look like? ) 
Well , it looks somepin like a punkin [pumpkin] , but it grows aroun ' like dat . 

[Again he demons trates and I decide he means a calabash ! My firs t pipe was a 
calab ash with• meers chaum bowl . ] You cut a little hole into it , unners tand . You 
git some dog manure and git some cat - put ' em in dat hole . You j es '  [put ] about 
two of dese five-cent package of dose red peppah - red peppah now , see . You put 
' em in dere and you fix dat hole back up tight . You bu ' y  [bury] dat in de center 
of de road and you runs you a wire from de right at de head s ti ak on to ki Z Zbaak , 
from de ki Z lbaak to the left to the foo ts tiak . Onders tan ' . You cover ' em up 
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good . 
(The wire ' s  under the ground though? )  
De wire ' neath de ground . You drive a peg to de right and a peg to de left 

and say dose three words , "God de Father , God de Son , God de Holy Ghos t . "  An ' 
if  enybody kin cross dere , I ain 't in dis world. 

(I  see , that will keep any law away . ) 
Regardless to who is dey . You name de law an ' he can ' t  look dat side [where 

you bootleg ] , but it cos t  money though . You unnerstan ' . The works cos t  money , 
dat ' s  why I can ' t  work for poor mans - for [poor ]  people . Don ' t  do work fer 
nothin because dey wants guarantee work and dey ain ' t  able [ to pay ] . Dat ' s  why 
I kin ' t  git [ain ' t  gittin ' ]  ' long so good . I rather do somepin for people fer 
nothin , if I 'm sure dey can ' t  pay me . I won ' t  do no work outside . 

Regardless of what you do in dis world , unnerstan ' ,  if you had one family 
died - any relation you had died in dis world and you come to me . Now , you send 
fer me , and you kin tell where they ' s  buried and I ' ll cleared you in ten minutes . 

Now , I ' ll tell you how I do . I t ' s  a simple thing , see Doc , but a lotta people 
figures it ' s  great . 

Now , you say you got one family buried somewhere ovah de rivah some part de 
world , but if  you go  dere you can ' t find ' em .  Well , I ' ll go dere and I will find 
' em , see . And I ' ll go dere and I give you three dollars [ if I can ' t find the 
grave� I git two grain of  sand from de head and two grain from de breast , two 
grain of sand from de foot . I put it in a gun shell . Onderstan ' . I come away 
b ack into Charleston and I will tell your lawyer to let me know when de court 
call - let ' em call at ten ' clock .  I ' ll come b ack here and I go up dere to de 
sundown side , but I gotta come - it gotta be 24 hours before de court , you unner
stan ' . Let it  be  24 hours before de court , onderstan ' . You come on back and 
carry ' em and put ' em  enywhere ' s  dat sundown . You carries another five dollars 
dere , unnerstan ' , and git dat whole court in dat graveyard to ' gree wid you , 
unnerstan ' . Den you ketch up a little bit  of  s and anywhere in not whole grave
yard where you payin ' - call dem to help you out . You put dat in dat gun shell . 
If  de court called fer ten ' clock ,  you have be  at de courthouse . Listen good , 
now , heah ' s  de courthouse . You put dat shell in your gun . De court called ten 
' clo ck .  You be to de court house at ten and you shoot in dat direction . 

(Right at the court ? )  
Because dey are in dere . Shoot de gun and when you shoot  de gun , go on back 

in de house ; an ' if de j urymen kin bring ' em  down guilty , take me as I am .  
[ I f  you] wanta woman , do this . See , a ' uman , you want her fer yourself and 

she wit chew .  Well , do this . See , a woman , you wouldn ' t  let her wipe herself . 
He wipes her and he takes linen cloth an ' he wipes her fer five nights , and he 
bury it ' neath de s teps . And she can ' t  have nobody but him - her nature leaves 
her , see .  That ' s  all dere [ i s ]  to dat . 

Now dis somepin , Doc ,  I hate to give away. I tell you de truth . But I have 
to give [ it to ]  you because I see somepin on you . You marked in de forehead and 
I gotta ' plain dis to you , but you ought put dis in a extra book ,  because dis 
s omepin ext ra , �· Put dis in a extra book . [See introductory comment after 
title . ] 

. I f  somepin goin '  wrong wit you and you wanta find it  out or a person may come 
to you like dat , with a lotta  money - you kill you a dog . Onners tan ' , you kill 
de dog and soon as you kill de dog , cut ' em  open and you git de livah , see . When 
you git de dog livah you shape dat livah up , and you go in de shop and you buy 
you some livah . See . Well , when you buy dat livah , you go home and you git dat 
livah cooked , see . I f  it  happen in your home , you have it cooked dere . But if  
you have de livah , now you put peppah on dat livah . Don ' t  put no salt on  it  
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' cause if you put salt , salt keep things hard you unnerstan ' and it  ain ' t no 
good . You un ' erstan ' . Well chew put de peppah and de vinegah on dat livah . 

(Pepper and what else ? )  
Peppah and de vinegah on de dog livah , but chew eat from de calf livah and de 

people eat from de dog livah , cause if de peppah and stuff - the same stuff what 
touch your livah touch dat , well it  ain ' t  goin ' work . Onnerstand now . Now if 
you git her to eat a piece of dat dog livah , enybody go near her you goin ' find 
it out . 

(You will find it  out . )  
Dat goin ' to hold ' em .  But you gotta kill dat dog and take de livah out and 

when he hot .  You un ' erstan ' , now . Any man git  in your house never git  away . 
[His secret rite worthy of a separate book - a rite which he gave to me only 

because he s� the maPk on my forehead - I had heard before and would hear many 
times again . This over evaluation of common material - usually made in unre
corded talk - was frequent among persons who knew little . ] 

WISE WOMAN AND HER CROWN 

DEY BE BAD OFF SICK AN ' DE DOCTORS COULDN 'T HELP • • •  
FEEL LIKE I COULD SAVE DEM 

WILMINGTON , NORTH CAROLINA 

[We have at leas t one case history from this woman ( 7 14 ,  p . 238) , whose short 
interview was broken up . I have quoted this fragment to show how one person 
became a healer . Terms wise woman and wise man - lingering on from 2 Sam . l4 and 
Mat . 2  (King James Version) - are rare . Informant 224 is on cylinder 215 . ] 

Well , my native home is in Willard , North Car ' lina , but I ' ve been here , you 
see , pract ' ly all mah days j is '  goin ' aroun ' places , you know , learnin ' - j is '  
goin ' out gettin ' de ' erbs , zhoo know , to make teas , zhoo know , for myself an ' 
anybody . I t  seems like dey be bad off sick an ' de doctors couldn ' t  help , well 
I feel dat I could do somethin ' ,  you see . An ' I know dat I not havin ' no li
cense , you know , to do things like dat , you see . But feel like dat I could 
save dem , you see , I feel dat ' s  my duty to do it . 

(How did you learn this ? )  
Well , I ' ll tell you , j is ' by me pickin ' - I picked it up , j is '  t aken it up , 

j is '  so . Like I ' d  have a bad cold I ' d  go an '  get me some teas , zhoo know , like 
molasses tea an ' pine tar , an ' put it togethah an ' put it on an ' ball [boil]  it . 
I ' d  drink dat up for a cold . Dat done knocked de cold off of me . 

Well , if  anybody had de heart trouble or anythin ' ,  dey have a pain aroun ' de 
heart , choo know , I ' d go in de woods an ' I ' d  git de heart leaves [heartleaf ] ,  you 
know , put dose on an ' ball ' em .  I t ' s  very bitter but dey good . You see , dat 
reliefs your heart . An '  like dat . 

(How did yo-u learn about curing a person whom somebody had tricked? ) 
Well , I lived with an old woman an '  you see - an ' I gotten sick once , you see , 

by me drinkin ' somepin anothah . A woman had put somepin in mah food , j oo know , 
when I didn ' t  notice . So she got dis stuff , you know , an ' showed me how she did 
it , choo know , an '  so I fin ' ly j is '  - course she died , you see , an '  I j is '  taken 
it up , j is '  doin ' things for people dat I could help . 
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(Have you ever had any trouble with the law? ) 
No sir . I haven ' t  been - j is '  been goin ' out an ' gettin ' paid for it . I don ' 

take a dose of  medicine de year roun ' . If  I feel bad , or have de headache , or 
have a bad cold , or feel like mah b lood ' s  not right , or  somepin like dat , or eat 
too much sweetness , an ' all like dat , I go an ' get me some sasifak [ sassafras ] 
tea an '  I put it on an ' ball it an '  I drink it - j is '  makes mah tea like dat . 

(Would you call yourself a root dbator? ) 
No sub . I j is '  call mahself a wise [ a wise woman ] tryin ' to help de people 

dat I could , j is '  goin ' on helpin ' people dat couldn ' t  do fer demselves . An '  I 
feel dat de Lord , you see , would add dat much more unto mah crown . [ "Wilmington , 
N . C . - Fri . , Feb . 12 , 1937  - 224  - Ethel Waters , b .Willard , N . C .  - not doctor" -
Numbers Book 136-317 . Later I called all healers dbators , because all of them 
without exception will use a little magic in their work and believe in witch
craft . ]  

THE "UNKUS II MAN 

I SIT DOWN AND THROW UP MY SPIRIT OF THOUGHT 

I BELIEVE YOUR SPIRIT LOOK LIKE IT RUNNING SO FAR 
THAT YOU YOUR PERSONAL SELF 

OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO CALL "UNKUS" 

JUST WHAT YOU DOING HERE NOW 
WOK FOR YOUR PERSONAL SELF TO DEVELOP 
IMPROVE YOURSELF IF ANYBODY COME TO YOU 

AND LOOK AND LIVE AND DON 'T THINK ABOUT DYING 
AND THEN YOU 'LL BECOME THE MAN IN THIS GREAT WORLD 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA 

[ Dnkus Man certainly threw round his spiri t of thought ! After he leaves the 
room ,  my contact man Edward comes in and we dis cuss our experience . I speak , "So 
you heard him all the way down the steps , did you? " Edward answers , "Yeah , all 
the way down to the end of  the hall there . "  I continue , " Certainly sounded - and 
then every once in a while he would s top and shake his head , as if  he were going 
into a trance or something , you know . " Edward concludes , "Yeah , good gracious 
alive , certainly did lay a bit easy around here - he was kind o f  s ticking with 
you . " (See end of  interview for this conversation . )  I also wrote something at 
the same time , "New Orleans , La . , Thurs . ,  Mar . 17 , 1938 - St . Patrick ' s  Day -
863 - man 55 - doator - excellent - [ [brought ] ]  by Mack" - Numbers Book 823-884 . 
I did not need vnkus Man to tell me he had been through hell . Any man has been 
near hell who can say :  

You weaken 'im wi th three 
• And you Zay 'im on the bed with six 

And you ki ZZ  'im wi th nine . 
That is why he advises me , "Don ' t  think about dying . "  He could have said it this 
way , "From what I see you doing here now , you will develop . Don ' t  make my mis
takes , improve yourself if anyone of my experience comes to you , look to  under
stand before rushing into things , live the right kind of life , never think about 
dying (suicide) , and then you ' ll become the great hoodoo man . " ]  
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[ "Who is Unkus ? "  I ask informant later . He answers , "The brother of  the man 
whom we call Mary - [ [ I mean] ] the second child of  Mary • • • •  He was the brother of  
Chris t • • • • John was Unkus father • • • •  John the Revelator . " I inquire , "And you call 
this fellow , Uncle ? "  He repeats , "Yes , call him Uncle , but you mus t know how to 
call his spirit . "  I continue , "Tell me something ab out his life . "  He explains , 
"Uncle 's life is • • • a life that represents the air - what we call the spirit of  
the atmosphere - the motive source of the wind and the light which goes across 
there called the aurora borealis - that take the subjects of  the world and do 
[ [ something? ] ]  to your sys tem when you need the bpeath of the LoPd . • • . He left the 

world sometime in 51 and we can' t tell where he is , but all we do - I uses him , I 
uses him myself for hoodoo . "  And there is much more ! For another aspect of  
Uncle , see THE PRIVATE SHRINE - MASTER AND UNCLE - JESUS AND SP IRITUALI SM ,  p . 773 . 
Unkus , so far as I know , has no connection with the s cientific term uncus of 
zoology and anatomy ; but , uncus being Latin and meaning hook makes me wonder .  
Further ,  the word uncle having slang meanings pawnbPOkeP and swindle adds t o  my 
wonder .  Did the inventor or publicizer of  Uncle- Unkus have a perverted sense of  
humor? This material of  informant 863 is on cylinders A568-A574 = 1379-1385 . ]  

Now , i f  you find a person is trying to harm you - you ought to protect your
self . Some people talk about the ' vine [ divine ] , but I ain' t looking at the 
divine - I 'm looking at what is the material s ide of  life . Let a man of  a ·
tPave ling image , what is called Appos . 

(What? }  
Appos . 
(What is that? }  
That ' s  the spiritual life - Appos . 
( Spiritual life? } 
Yes . I t ' s  the material spirit - immaterial spirit - Appos . 
[Appos will be mentioned again . ] 
You mus t take and bathe yourself with lodes tone , s tee l dus t , murritch .  
(Myrrh? } 
Murritch .  
(What is that? }  
That is a kind o f  a thing they buys out in the regions o f  Africa.  Murrit ch 

grows on a murritch tree . 
(Myrrh? } 
Myrrh , yea - like John the ConqueP POot .  
(I see .  All right . }  
You get those things , you see . And keep what you call Stay Wi th Me Poppa 

PePJUme and engrave them in a piece of flannel cloth and roll them in quick
s ilver . And see if  you kin get the degrees of appos with your 159 points . Get 
the degrees with certain - I don ' t bring him in - see if  you kin get in touch 
with what look like a myste!Y that you gotta set out for your protection . And 
get them together at the road and it  out there at night and put it  over - under 
a white light - for success , which represent the seven spiPits , and take it from 
that white li&ht and put it  then into a piece of leather which is called leather 
pell . 

(Leather what? }  
Tellman . 
(Tellman? } 
Tellman cas eman .  
(Talisman , all right . }  
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Yeah , and bound it and sew it - you don ' t  wear it  yet . You put it  b ack den 
under a green light for the green carpet of the earth - your success and pros 
perity . 

(The green carpet o f  the earth . ) 
Yeah . And then you let it  be  there and let it b e . You take it up from there 

and you take frankincense and myrrh and soak it and take it  and either wear it  
under your left arm or bound to your forehead , whi ch is a s ign they used to use 
way back in ancient days . Only one man uses it now - the man in Chicago , named 
Doctor DeLong . 

(Yes , I ' ve heard of  him - Doctor DeLong . )  
And there ' s  no harm - there ' s  no harm wearing it , regardless  where it  come . 

I t  - yeah , I was [ at something? ]  of a place called [ something? ]  [where ] you ' ll 
get what ' s  the Order of Doctor , like I 'm getting now . Yeah , that take control 
of you , you find ' em out - you ' ll be  ab le to read ' em with your own nature . You 
know them with a spiritual sight . They can ' t  do you nothing in the whole life , 
regardless of  what they do . All hell can ' t  goes up agains t them [but you can ] . 

( I  see . That will protect me? ) 
That will protect you . 
( I  see . ) 
I ' ve tried it myself . 
(They lock your bowels ? )  
That you can ' t do with the chamber lye . Some peoples - well , there ' s  diff ' r

ent ways to hurt you . To lock your bowels , they gotta  get your - what come out 
from your bowels to give you lock bowels . They g ive a person locked bowels this 
way . You wat ch where they put i t  down and you take it up and you carry i t  away 
and put it  up into a blue bottle , and take that b lue bottle and go open a co co
nut , put it in that co conut , and put it in the Mis siss ippi River and let that 
Mississippi River drift away where it  cannot open that seal in the s ea , and you 
lock that person ' s  bowels and he never go in this world no more . But you mus t 
have the spiritual sight and know what the immaterial sight is - you gotta use 
the immaterial spirit for these  things , j us t  like a motorcar engine have to use 
oil .  You mus t unders tand how to cause b lack art . You mus t know how to call 
Gray Eagle , he ' s  a earthbound spirit , to transport into that man ' s  mind . 

( I  see . I see . ) 
That ' s  what you lock a person ' s  bowels with . 
( I  see . ) 
And you kin [ take ] their socks and put a woman - you didn ' t  ask for that yet , 

though . 
(All right . What do you do with that - the socks ? )  
You kin take a sock .  
(Yes , a man ' s  sock . )  
Yeah , any sock - you kin cause a person to wander ,  you kin cause a person to 

come , you kin cause a person to be obedient and subj ect to you - either with the 
sock or with the shoe . For that - but you gotta use dead dUs t. In using these 
things you mus t unders tand the shadOw , whi ch is the incarnation of real.  You 
unders tand what it ' s  called the reincarnation? 

. (Yes . )  
That is a thing I didn ' t  propose  to point out to anybody but I looked for to  

s e e  what you thinking about it . You gotta unders tand the reincarnated spirit . 
If  I was to be transport from this body today , and I would be  pos sessed of 
another body . Now , the being that would bring the other body that I possess may 
be a animal - dog or cow - but the b reath would enter the dirt . I f  I could get 
the b reath of that person - that spirit - and bring the reincarnated spirit 
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be fore me , the spirit would show me some obj ect or s ome [ something ] o f  you before 
me . I would be ab le then to t ake your socks and your perspiration and do j us t  
whatever I want with you . You set tin ' there with all that you go t now , and [ yet ] 
I get your s o ck ,  your s o cks , you come subject to my orders . You gotta do i t . 
But no t in the inner man o f  myself - that immaterial spirit that burns in me 
[ makes you do i t ] . But you mus t unders tand thes e  thing s b e fore you attemp t to 
do thes e  thing s . Cause why ? You come up on yourself . 

(I  see . )  
Now , i f  you wanta b ring in cus tomers in bootleggin ' - are doing the busine s s  

i n  who les ale - the firs t obj ect in view you g o t t a  do , you gotta g o  an d  b uy what 
you call virgin genuine parchment paper , or s omething to write with . I don ' t 
know whether you heard i t  the o ther way . 

(Virgin what ? )  
Genuine . 
(Genuine ? )  
Parchment paper . 
(All right . )  
And you got ta send to Chicago and ge t it - you can ' t get it here . And you cut 

about two inches and three-quarter long and two inches and three-quarter wide . 
You put on top o f  that paper whatever you will - as many figures as you can put 
on , as many figures you kin on that paper and you put ' em  agains t the wall . You 
gotta be [ something ] from the o ld Mos i e  [Mosai c ]  dis condit ion [ dispensa tion ] the 
Jewish hand or a reincarnate spirit li fe . Then you gotta go to work and use 
di ff ' rent kind of perfumes - you gotta go to work and get the best spices that 
you kin get - you g o t t a  go to work and get what i s  called the shame deranium oi Z .  

(The shame what ? )  
Deranium oil . 
( Shame devinium oil? ) 

Deranium oil , they calls i t . 
(Oh , chain [ ? )  geranium oil .  All right . )  
And that geranium oil you have t o  s t i ck them papers with , and in s t i cking them 

papers with it , then you sprinkle a certain amount in your home at a certain 
hour . But you mus t use the immaterial spirit - not the mind - no t man like me -
.� - th at shadow that pas s  be fore your eyes - that shadow that you kin s ee - that 
shadow that you can ket ch it and disappear - that ' s  the spiri t to place in there . 
And the peop le pass ing - will s trike the mind of peop le [pas s ing ] and make ' em  
turn into your p lace o f  business .  

[ I  had s t opped my machine but turned i t  on again in t ime to record . ]  
Lord to keep a going . Now , we got the spirit o f  Unkus . 
( O f  Unkus , yes . )  
He one o f  the greate s t  law givers on land . You got ta feed him with b lood . 
(You have to feed him with b lood . )  
With b lood . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Well , that i s  by fine infant pigeons or infant chickens that are young . Jus t 

kot ch ' em and drop s omething out the door and see i f  you can get the spirit o f  
Unkus . I f  you can ' t  g e t  those - you mus t firs t unders tand how you call Unkus 
spirit . • 

(That ' s  right . )  
And if you know how to call Unkus ' spiri t , you see - and in calling Unkus , you 

must have s omething to g ive him . You can ' t call him if you don ' t give him in 
b lood . Now - now , I ' ll have maybe a young spring chicken . I may have a pair of 
doves or a pair o f  pigeons . I ain ' t  gotta to have [ something ? ] , b ut in calling 
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Unkus there ' s  a certain mark - cut that blood and drop it at a certain distance , 
j us t  three inches , from the corner of  this firs t door in the place where you want 
to keep the law out . 

(You say there ' s  a certain mark you make? )  
Yes . 
(Where do you make that mark? ) 
You make that mark three inches from this door - thataway , three inches from 

that door . 
(What does the mark look like ? )  
That mark mus t b e  like a s tamp that you make with chalk . You put that chalk -

like a chalk , you see - take it  with a chalk and mark my hand . Shut my hand like 
that and move it  over my pants , and put my hand out that door and bring it b ack -
carry it  back with the hand on the floor • • • • •  [ These five dots indi cate that my 
transcriber could not understand that informant was demonstrating and I was 
demonstratin� and I was des crib ing his actions as follows : ]  

(Jus t as if a person rubbed chalk over the palm o f  his hand , shut his hand , 
rubbed his [ shut ]  hand over his pants , held his hand out the door , brought his 
hand back ,  s tamped this chalk handprint on the floor three inches from the door ; 
only , instead of chalk the hand has been smeared with blood . You put your hand 
flat on the floor? ) 

Yeah . 
(You take your hand and put it  flat on the floor? ) 
Yeah . 
(All righ t .  ) 
And you 've got that chalk there . [He s till uses the chalk . ] Now , you walk to 

a certain dis tance b ack and satis fy it again [ put some more b lood on the mark] , 
but you mus t show you Unkus with you and it  takes the power - takes part in the 
truth - you got ta shove it out the door - believe no such thing , as men would 
say ,  "ahaven" - you must look like - to look for the disadvantage of yourself 
and no more but yourself to inherit and control the spirit o f  Unkus to cross onto 
your [ something ] .  You mus t do that . Now , when you kin call Unkus - I believe 
your spirit look like it runnin ' so far that you your personal self ought to be  
able to  call Unkus - and we will know who is Unkus , find who he was . Now , if  you 
got Unkus with yourself by doing good , ain ' t  no law can come nowhere - nowhere 
bothering round about you . I f  they don ' t  come as friends to you , they can ' t  come 
and make no arrest  on you . I 'm got a boy downs tairs right now I took out of j ail 
yes terday .  

(Who was Unkus ? )  [The boy could wait . Who was Unkus ? ]  
The brother o f  the man whom we called Mary - the se cond child o f  Mary . 
(Mary? The Virgin Mary ? )  
Yeah . 
(He was the brother , you say ? )  
He was the brother of Christ . 
(I see . The brother of Chris t . )  
The second child . 
(I  see . )  

• Joseph was Christ ' s  foster father and John was - John was Unkus father . 
(I see . John . Which John ? )  
John the Revelator . 
(I see . Yes , I see . )  
That is  a true fact . 
(And was the Virgin Mary the mother of  Unkus ? )  
Yeah . 
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(You mean , that the Virgin Mary had this Unkus by John the Revelator? ) 
Yeah , ' cause her son was leaving her , they said , she had left Joseph and went 

to the care of  John . 
( I  see . )  
And then she go tending to John , naturally , in the flesh , and she didn ' t  bear 

no children for Joseph in the flesh - Joseph was only the fos ter-father that was 
faked - that ' s  what we could see - but Unkus - we call him Unkus [ uncle ] because 
we call Chris t ,  Our Father . And the devil ' s  our father , too . 

( I  see . And you call this  fellow ,  Uncle ? )  
Yes , call him uncle but you mus t know how to call his spirit .  
( I  see . Now , what - tell me something about his  life , the li fe of  Unkus . Do 

you know anything ab out the life - of  his life - what he did? ) 
Uncle 's  life is  that life - a life that represents the air - what you call the 

spirit of the atmosphere - the motive source of the wind and the light whi ch goes 
across there called the aurorea borealis - that take the subj ects of the world 
and do [ something? ]  to your sys tem when you need the breath of the Lord. His 
life has been a mos t  [ something ? ]  life that left this  world . They said he was 
[has ] left  the world , but we say he ' s  in the world . Said he left the world some
time in 5 1  and we can ' t  tell where he is , but all we do - I uses him ,  _I uses him 
myself for hoodoo . 

(Now , when you make that mark on the floor , you put this blood in there to 
call Unkus ? )  

Yeah . 
(no you have to do anything to make him come? )  
The part you burn - the flesh o f  the animal o r  the bird , whi ch you - you burn 

the flesh of that animal . That animal is not to be et by me or nobody else , but 
i t  burns . Now - and you ask him whatever you will when he ' s  there be fore you . 
When he ' s  there before you , j us t  ask him , and he ' ll tell you . 

(What do you do when he appears before you? ) 
Bow yourself like that . [He bows . ] 
(What does he look like? ) 
He j us t  be  - he don ' t  look more than that high [demons trates ] with a lit tle 

clock on his belly .  
(About eight or  nine inches high . And what has he on his belly ? )  
A big clo ck .  
( A  clo ck .  You mean like an alarm clo ck? ) 
Yeah , a clock to keep time - right in his belly .  He ' s  the spirit of  the 

atmosphere • .  And he got a nose just like a white man . And he ' s  not a negro at 
all , got a big nose , and he j us t  s tand there with a clock in his belly . 

(He has a clock down there and you can see what time it  is? ) 
And you can tell what time it  is - when he come and when he go , any time he 

appear . You kin - if it ten o ' clo ck ,  the ten marked on his clock;  if it eleven 
o ' clo ck when he come , eleven am marked on his clo ck .  And everything you tell 
him ,  he going to do i t . [You say ]  "Now , keep them law from here . " He going to 
keep them .  You must be  very - you mus t be very unsuccess ful , unlucky , when you 
kin get the spirit of  Unkus . And he going to assist  you . 

( I  unders tand . I see . ) 
(About thJ.s young man downs tairs that you got out of  j ail yes terday .  How 

would you get a man from out of  the j udge ' s  power? ) 
From the j udge ' s  power? 
(Yes . )  
Use genuine . 
(What? )  
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Use an extract incense .  
(What kind? ) 

1301 

An extract incense .  That ' s  a simple case , that ' s  not a murder case . There ' s  
diff ' rent ways . There ' s  a certain way that you gotta use this Grgy EggZe . 

(This Gray Eag le . What is Gray Eagle ? A power or what ? )  
It ' s  the power of a represented man - that extract from between Rob Boone and 

Jerry Boone two brothers , but very few people in the Southern States knows it . 
(Jerry Boone and Rob Boone ? )  
And Rob Boone - two b rothers . 
(In the Old Tes tament , yes , I see . ) [ I  think he means Jeroboam and Rehoboam. ] 
Yes , and between those two he had been the God that - from a high-power God , 

Jehovah , that ' s  the original God . But we know that ' s  where the existing Gray 
Eag le come from . He had to descent and he had to ascent at a certain time ,  be
cause Rob Boone did not want his people to go over to Jerry Boone . And he won 
the fight between Rob Boone [Rehoboam? ] and Jerry Boone [Jeroboam? ] ,  and he have 
a certain power which is called 559 line degrees above the spirit of Appos and 
cover the influence of  Unkus on this earth . He keep in the air an element of 
use . 

---(The element o f  what ? )  
The element o f  use .  
(Of what? )  
Of use - use - huge . 
(You mean of  use?  Huge? )  
[ The following imagery is largely based upon the seraphim an d  cerubim - see 

Isa . 6 : 2f . , Ezk . l . 2 ,  and Rev. 4 : 8 . ] 
Yeah , use everything at once . He ' s  like the intro-Jehovah God and he flies 

with six wings . And the seventh wing he j ust wear it  right in front at the 
center o f  his back . But when he sits down , he took on the appearance of huge 
b ig white lamb . Now , while he flies to help you , you and the j udge be  sitting 
there and he ' s  up above your head . Your mind can be  agains t me but he brings 
his mind to you and after bringing his mind to you , I be the criminal at the bar , 
you gotta dismiss me from the b ar .  He takes the improvement - a man ' s  mind i� 
all a man ' s  got - regardless of a man gets crazy he goes to the crazy house .

---
If  

a man ' s  mind s ay ,  ' 'Listen , Judge , that and that - that off . " Gray EggZe is one 
of the foremos t prince of the kingdoms .  He ' s  a kingdom ' s  prince , exists like a 
god of the earth - never has lived in the flesh of the people , but we can ' t  tell , 
we haven ' t  got no - nobody know he ' s  Gray Eag le . He ' s  Gray Eag le and he ex
isted - when the trouble with England and the United S t ates America and England , 
when having the terrible b attle they claim Gray Eag le walked down on the bow of  
a boat and flew off . When Washington saw him , they brought the bird b ack and he 
proclaimed it  a gray eagle , but he dis appeared nobody know where he is . He can 
exist at no certain [ something ? ] ,  no race or people . And [he ] bring wealth at 
home to people it ought to be done , and he bring success to growing children . 
But when he walks out there between the bar of  a j udge - and no j udge can try 
you , no  j udge can sentence you , no  j ury kin hold  you . Today , I ' ll keep you 
under lock and bar , and you kin strip the b ars away , but you will know how to 
s t rike ' em • • 

(Ah , now , I ' ll ask you a ques tion . How will I get Gray EggZe to work for me? ) 
Now - now , you get Gpgy Eagle to work for you with incense , yes , with in

cense .  You gotta use incense , and sometimes you g o  in there , when a person tells 
you the facts . There some things that you gotta deny - the divini ty o f  Jesus 
Christ be to God . And then you gotta - till he springs the wings about you and 
you feel the wings of  the ever-active b reeze that he will work for you . And burn 
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him - and that burning of  that incense ,  you may have to burn a box - you might 
burn a box or two - but the box will bring Gray Eag le before you . When he comes , 
he comes like a ball of fire - as quick as that . 

(Ball of  fire . ) 
And he goes and comes and represent to tell you directly what he wants -

that ' s  the way he does . 
(And when he appears before you , what does he look like? ) 
He looks like the form of a man . 
(I  see , the form of  a man . ) 
He ' s  a white man - but he ' s  j us t  like he got on dress coat - but when he 

broaden ' s  his wings , you kin see he ' s  an eagle .  He ' s  not got an eagle face , 
he ' s  got a man ' s  features - pret ty , fine man , and all look like s ilver , all up 
in here . But you never see him with black clothes on - you see with all light 
clothes - and he got nice - he comb s his hair like a woman - beautiful appear
ances . And he don ' t  speak like I speak - if you is an English-speaking person 
and can ' t  speak Spanish , or French , or any language ,  he ' ll talk with you in words 
you ' d  unders tand - b ut he speaks flat - most like a Jamaica person . But if you 
can ' t  unders tand the language you tell him the language what you want , and you 
talk with him and get along with him in that language .  

( I  see . ) 
That ' s  Gray Eag le . 
[Here I s top to catch my b reath while he continues , beginning with Crown 

Prince . 1 
(There ' s  a man they call CI'OlrJn Prince you say? ) 
Yes . 
(Well , who is � Prince ? )  
Crown Prince is real Crown Prince that takes control of making woman lose 

children when they have in the family way . He ' s  a prince of the world . He ' s  
the father o f  Lucifer . Someone thought that Lucifer was the firs t  demon . No . 
Lucifer couldn ' t  no more do what God told him but [ therefore ] God let him go . 
God created ' em both by nature . All things was got by nature and he ' s  call the 
Crown Prince . He ' s  - he was [ something? meaning abortionist? ] with children 
given the power to know what to make , bitter apple - it ' s  something given to 
drink - that ' s  what G.Pown Prince do . But he comes with black clothes and white 
shirt . 

(Do you have to call him in some special way? ) 
You calls Crown Prince by going down at a certain place in your yard or your 

home . And in calling Crown Prince , you gotta  use the words a domini et patri 
et spiritu santus - e t  domini, e t  patri - et spiritu santus - Crown Prince appear 
before you . But in using him before you then , you may have on your property a 
magnet , what you call a magnet-glass you gets from Doctor DeLong in Chicago . 

-You 
must have that glas s  cause you gotta go see him personally like that . You will 
look in that magnet when he shot across  there - like Moses went down in the cleft 
of  a rock - way back in - and you see [him ] . As you see him there , then you see 
him before you .  But you must unders tand that . 

(I  understand . )  [ I  unders tand you can ' t  see Crown Prince without purchasing 
Doctor DeLong ' s  magne t-g lass . ]  

[Doctor Delong appears several places elsewhere - see also his imitator , Madam 
DeLong , p . 906 . ] 

You gotta get unders tanding with these things , and you gotta  seek the aid to 
get ' em and that divine aid . Cause you see , it ' s  your personal affair to - to 
your own aid to understand what these things is of  yourself .  You gotta under
stand what is material and what is the immaterial side of  life to get these 
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things all right before you . 
I ' ll get her crossed that she can ' t deliver it and it kill her . You gotta go 

up back and get what you call the sp irit of Crawford. 
(Spirit of what ? ) 
Crawford . 
(Crawford? ) 
Yeah . C'NJhJford is a German doctor and the spirit  of St . Anthony - a warrior 

with St . Michael . And when you get that in consideration with the spirit of St . 
Anthony , you got ta use dibby-dibby . 

(Use what ? ) 
Dibby-dibby . 
(Yes . )  
Log-wood. 
(Log-wood .  ) 
Fur stick .  [ Fir s tick? ] 
(What kind? ) 
Fur s tick - a kind o f  wood that they grind and make dye with it . I t  grows in 

the English colonies . 
(It  grows in English what? )  
In an English colony - English land . 
(I  see . ) 
Fur stick .  These three woods , you gotta get the diff ' rent j uice from them 

woods . And after you get the diff ' rent j uice from these woods - why? 
(Why? ) 
Because both of  them wood was inclined - one was the headboard o f  C'NJhJfoPd 

and the other wood was his grave , and the other wood was a material of  his house 
he dwelled in when he was on earth . [He had demonstrated and therefore I com
ment . ]  
- (The other two were on his grave , the headboard and the footboard . Now , what 
was that German doctor ' s  name? ) 

Crawford. 
(How do you spell it , do you know? ) 
C-R-0- S-E-F-0-0-T . 
(Crawfoot ?  [ Crows foot or Crowfoot ? ] o r  Crawford? ) 
Crawford - Crawfoot - something like that . 
(I see . All right . )  
Now here is a thing that b ig material - now , to get Crawford . There ' s  many 

things in life that you gotta find . Sometimes , in looking at the [ something? ]  
religious person themself - seeing they [professed ] religion is one thing , and 
knowing they [actual ] religion are another . When you get Crawford j ust have de 
spirit what overshadow St . Mary . That spirit would overshadow this woman and 
cause her - but before that spirit overshadow this woman , there ' s  a word to be 
used - "and let them be [ something? ] "  - "let them be not" - "do not bring them 
forth" [ three curses ] .  These words you mus t use - that ' s  mind ' s  material side . 
Now , to turn to the material side of  life - now , when we get to the material side 
of life , I 'm going to find out from the spiritual view whether I shall or whether 
I s�all not .  Sometimes they [ the spirit ] s tops you . But now when he do come , go 
call him in a quiet way to myself . I 'm going to send him to take charge of that 
house - he ' s  what you call a picket .  He ' ll put a woman what one would s till s tay 
with me - one on the road - and one at the house - he ' s  at the house . When my 
work is completed and he CPOSS that child in the woman , he come back to me . Now , 
my second part would be , either I would have to get me into a fight  and shed 
somebody ' s  blood ,  or shed it natural by any force that be evil . But I ' m gotta 
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sacrifice - gotta pay off . 
( I  see . And to call this CrawfoPd you have to use the j uice o f  these three 

woods . )  
Yes . 
(And what do you do with that j uice? ) 
Hmmm? 
(What do you do with those three woods ? )  
Let . 
(No , those woods . You get this j uice - the j uice o f  those three woods , you 

know . )  
Oh , them three wood , you mean - the wood . 
(Yes . ) 
Now , the woods that you git - these woods - you take these woods which is 

representative [ they represent or symbolize ] and place them j us t  as a - like 
there ' s  a grave in it . Put this house in it , and nothing more in it . You place 
them three woods , but that ' s  to  your own private [you mus t do this privately ] -
and you have to have a place for these - have to have a yard or either a house -
it could be j us t  that big , but long as you put one o f  ' em  as a headboard on the 
grave that he lies in . And on them he [ s omething ? ] .  And then you gotta find out 
how you call him . N�� ,  he ' s  a hard spirit - that ' s  why people call him HoodOo . 
He ' s  a hard spirit - the [person who runs ] thrun [ through ] cards from one side to 
another - he may call but when you get dis rupted away [ interrupted or fail ]  from 
cards - look , you may have to go to work and kill a black cat and boil it  down 
into a bone and pass dem bones with a glass [mirror ]  before you . But when you 
do get him - or you can ' t  get him by passing the cards and using the wood , then 
you ' 11 get Craw foro. You ' 11 get him - get Craw foro by using the black cat or  
until you  get  that b lack cat bone . And when you get  that b lack cat bone , he 
gotta come and appear and then you kin find from him what you doing . 

( I  see . Now , you make this little grave at your home some place and then you 
call this spirit , you send this spirit to cross this woman - to cross up this 
woman . )  

Uhmmm. 
(What were the names of  those three woods now? What were the names o f  those 

three woods , that you got off [had at ] this grave in this house? ) 
Dihby-dibby . 
(What? ) 
Dibby-dibby . 
(Dibby-dibby . ) 
Yeah . 
(Yes . ) 
Fur s tick . 
(Now , wait . Fostick? )  
Yes . 
(Fos tick ? )  
Yes . 
(All right . )  
You kin use firs t , fos tick, dibby-dibby - fos tick and logwood. 
(Logwood? ) • 
Logwood. Yeah , hit got another name but it seem to me they call it . 
(What ' s  that ? )  
They call i t  - you got dibby-dibby , got fur s tick , you got logwood - and they 

gotta , it ' s  like cedar . 
(Which one do you call cedar? ) 
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The one that I call j us t  now , that logwood. I t  grows in the English colony 
and they sells it in the drug s tore - j us t  in a little piece like that for 25 ¢ . 
[ A  notation o f  mine reads , "I f it ' s  sold in a hoodoo drug s tore , it could be 
anything - probably an incense . " ] They measures your ear [ ? ]  - to clean them two 
material up what you set - the s ame as you setting up a [ place to work] you set 
it up and get one there , one there , one there [ one too many ] and one there -
diff ' rent places . You forms what - you forms a trinity [ triangle ] of anywhere 
that you [working ] at . 

[ Usually a circle or square is used . This is a rare use of a triangle . ]  
( I  see . Do you burn candles in your work? ) 
Yeah . 
(Very often? ) 
I burns candles but there a lot of mys tery - there mysteries in a candle that 

brings you to the limit of the divine will . Candle bring you most - bring you 
the grease and dus t - promotes the divine work . And you is not - you see , you 
can burn a white candle , a blue candle , a red candle , and a black candle . Now, 
when you get in the line of us ing black candles ,  you use them black candles for 
deaths . 

(You what ? )  
You takes a black candle . 
(Yes . )  
And that ' s  a person ' s  spirit leve l .  See ? And at every inch of this , you put 

that candle like that and marks it [ demons trates ] . 
(Mark it  with your fingernail , each inch right  around the candle . )  
Mark inch - mark until you get that whole candle [marked]  out . You set that 

black light - and with nine black pins . Now, that ' s  - I 'm killing the ras cal . 
And I put them nine black pins in a circle into a piece of linen - black linen , 
pins it down . I set that candle on there , see . And in putting that candle down 
there , I light the top of this candle with a mat ch and I keep that mat ch and put 
it down there . 

(Put it in the circle or outside the circle ? )  
Yeah . Then I use the words , "Let him be with you - I ' ll never take i t  off 

this . "  And mind , the s ame spirit that I 'm takin ' in , this is the spirit of  St . 
Mi chael - you ' ve gotta use St . Michael - that why I use a black horse - and 
sometimes you kin take from the Reve lation Gospe l "and his name was set on him -
death in hell - let this be . "  You see , when that person name is written in that 
candle on the three sides [ leaving 4th side of circle open ; but cf . 2 821 , p . 810 ] , 
and hit written underneath that candle on that piece of black linen and you put 
it into that circle and you put it down in the ground , and wat ch them [ some
thing? ] and when that candle burn , when it go out , s tick another on top o f  it -
and you weaken him with three , and you lay ' em  on the bed with s ix ,  

'
and you kill 

' em with nine . But you mus t know how to do it . 
[The preceding b laak horee and name and death in he l l  come from the Four 

Horsemen of the Apocalypse , informant ' s  b laak horee being comb ined with pale 
ho:rase : "And when he had opened the th ird seal . • •  I beheld , and lo a black horse ; 
and he that sat on him had a pair of  balances in his hand • • •  And when he had 
ope�d the fourth seal • • •  ! looked , and behold a pale horse : and his name that 
sat on him was Death , and Hell followed with him . "  Rev . 6 : 5 , 7 , 8 . ] 

-

( I  unders tand , I unders tand . You know , I couldn ' t  do it . You have to know 
how to do these things . )  

Yeah . 
( I  understand . )  
But anybody can do that . [ Served me right ! ]  A old man died here that I was 
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tending on [ "he was working with or learning from" reads a no te of mine ] the -
he ' s  a cPack-shot on that - man downtown named Jughead Johnson , he ' s  a devil to 
do that . [A  note of mine reads , "We made an effort to locate Jughead but he had 
moved on . " ]  

(Well , can you tell me what - why is St . Michael the safeguard? )  
St . Michael is the angel that never lived in the flesh . 
(He ' s  a what ? )  
He ' s  an angel that never lived in the flesh . He s tood one side from the res t  

o f  the angels , demanded from Jehovah t o  - demand h e  create heaven and earth o r  by 
nature , we can ' t  tell . And you gotta use him wholly [holy? ] be our s afeguard 
agains t all , you see . He ' s  St . Michael - never lived in the flesh , but he ' s a 
warrior . He ' s  nothing but a warrior , man of blood , and he ' s  gotta  sure-claim 
victory . He ' ll put your name on the red light and put that person ' s  name on that 
black light . St . Michael goes with the red light and the man turns to the black 
light . 

(Who represents the black light ? )  
You - you , you represent . The man ' s  the black light and St . Michael got the 

red light . The person that you killing - the person that you are killing repre
sent that black light . 

(I see . )  
And sometime he might get you to do bad [see 3016-3018 , p . 868 ] . He might ask 

you what might you do - like as if you put a frog in a person , like when they put 
a snake in a person . Mus t be a person they are - then you mus t unders tand how to 
go and put the frog in a person , must unders tand how to put a snake in a person , 
must know how to put a lizard in a person . But let that be alive in that person . 
Better to kill ' em and make ' em suffer ' fore they die . [He is  saying the animal 
should suffer - usually be s tarving or beating - before you kill i t  and put the 
dust into a person , a well-known belief and practice . ]  You get all the informa
t ion from St . Michael if  you know how to persuade him to do it . 

(Well , will St . Michael appear before you? Or mus t you pray for it ? )  
S t . Michael - you can get to talk to St . Michael now , i f  you goes any moment . 

He ' s  a easy saint to get to talk to , but he never have lived in the flesh with a 
chris tian spirit - he was created with the devil , created with God in heaven . 

(You say St . Michael controls that red candle and that person I 'm trying to 
kill is the black candle . )  

That black candle . 
(Well , what do you do with that red and black candle? How do you work that? )  
Well , I 'm got an altar - I 'm got a hole in the ground or a secret place right 

dere . I 'm got black surrounding it . And you know everything that you do , I 
declare you mus t have an immaterial spirit to govern besides that . [ Things 
won ' t work without the spiri t . ]  

(You say you have an altar? ) 
Yeah , have a altar . You got a altar some place . But some people have a 

altar - they might j us t  have a house [ or ]  they digs i t  in a hole in the ground . 
I put it  in a place where nobody can go but yourself . And watch it - keep a 
glass on it  and keep them candles continually lighting . And that word you mus t 
s ay ,  "Let his days be few . "  And whether he leave a wife or children or what , be 
[ something ? ]  • • And freely I '  11 shield this . And "His spark will be cut off , "  you 
mus t have that down direct ly there . 

(And his sparks will be cut off ? ) 
Spark be cut off . You mus t have that there . And you weaken him . You can 

take , if  a person know directly everything - I have personally seen - I won ' t 
tell you but I ' ve seen persons - have seen j udges , lawyers - I ' ve walked in hell 
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in - in this city here - seen them take a gun and blow their brains out with that 
same tPick there . 

(The s ame trick of  burning the candles ? )  
Yes - j us t  set them candles there . They ' ve got to . 
(Well , now , this black candle and the red candle are entirely different from 

that black candle you burn in the circle of pins . That ' s two ways of  doing it?  
Two different ways ? )  

Yes . 
(I see . Well , now , in using that altar , do you have to dedicate that altar 

in any way ? )  
That altar is dedicated to the All Great , I Am .  [ See , "God said unto Moses , 

I AM THAT I AM • • •  say unto the children of  Israel , I AM hath sent me unto you . " 
Exod . 3 : 1 4 . ] 

(Well , how do you dedicate that altar? ) 
Well , the dedicating of  that altar is completed - j us t  make a little dip -

these words - get up and make a little dip - that you firmly confess to Almighty , 
and then you ' ll dedicate that altar by blessed water - throw it on it . But I 
don ' t  like to do that now for myself ' cause I [ don ' t ] pray all that much . 

(You have to get somebody to dedicate it for you? ) 
Yeah . I don ' t  pray all that much - I stays in a little room like you in here . 
(You don ' t preach at all for your work? ) 
No . I does my work . 
(You j us t  leave your work to the spirits ? )  
Yes . 
�t some of these people use altars . )  
Yes . But a lotta them lies - they don ' t  get their work done neither . 
Usee . ) 
YOU ' LL FIND IN THIS CITY OF NEW ORLEANS A THOUSAND PEOPLE WILL COME IN TO YOU 

AND YOU WON ' T  FIND FOUR AGREE ON ONE THING . I done run this city good from New 
York down here . 

[ This was the logical place to ask a man where he came from , a ticklish 
ques tion .  He may tell the truth , he may be - he may shut up like a clam . ] 

(You say ,  out o f  a thousand people coming to talk to me , four won ' t  agree on 
the s ame thing ? )  

No . An d  yet they all b e  successful . 
(Jus t a moment . )  [ I  am changing cylinders . ]  
(Tell me why they won ' t agree on the same thing . )  
Now , they don ' t agree for this reason . One fellow will j us t  go in to Doctor 

DeLong and get his books like I have . [ Someone else mentions DeLong ; see a lso 
his name usurped by Madam DeLong , p . 906 . ] I go on the top [of  my profession] . 
Meantime , me and this Jughead Johnson , we do that . Here ' s  another fellow that 
come and take training under me . I 'm not going to learn anybody what I know . 
I ' m alearning his  way , but he can make bread by it . See . Here ' s  ano ther fellow 
you can come to now - they going to get down and pray for "Lord , have mercy . " 
Now , my prayers and my ways - it ain ' t going to be no "Lord , have mercy" - going 
to be "Devil take you and to hell with you . " Get the idea . Now , that ' s  because 
that 1 s the way ' cause everybody is not born under the s ame planet . Yeah , you get 
their births tone , for the twelve months every s tone is under a different planet . 
But everyone that come under the planet nearest to him have the same spirit in 
an educational way .  And then one or the other o f  ' em is  a cultured way , and one 
is an uncivil way , and one is a foolish way , and then there is some bad babies 
that don ' t  know nuthin . He ' ll fill you full of bad - in his - don ' t  know no more 
than the man in the moon . And the law ketches day by day and puts ' em  in j ail , 



1308 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

' cause they comes to my place all the time . 
(Uh huh . )  
They come to my place on [something ] s treet all the time .  That ' s  why they 

don ' t agree . But mos t  o f  them agree about their work [believe in it ] . Now , you 
take , for ins tance , I say - well , I could express myself - I sit  down and throw 
up my spirit of thought . I possess that spirit out and put a damper on that 
place . 

(Now , of  Doctor DeLong - what ' s  the title - what ' s  the name of  that book? ) 
The Great Book of Magic - Hindu Studies . 
(Written by this Doctor DeLong ? )  
Yes . 
(What ' s  his firs t name? ) 
They call him - that ' s  all they call him , DeLong . 
(I  see . )  
Chicago , Illinois . I show it - I let you - I give [ it to ] you [by]  one of 

them there [men of yours ] - even let you [keep it overnight ] .  No , I couldn ' t  
give them the book cause if the law ket ch  them with it , they take it away from 
him . 

(Well , suppose you [ come again and] bring it along and let me look at it . 
You ' ve used it . )  

No , no one is allowed to sell them books and print books and sell books like 
them but him . 

( I  see . )  [The book is copyrighted? ] 
Now , all the States agree - Africa , China , Asia Minor , America , Germany , 

Spain - if  they wanta sell them books they mus t come to him and buy them from 
him . They don ' t allow no person to put them out but him . 

(I  see . He prints these books . )  
He prints these books . 
(You said the old man is dead and the son prints them now? ) 
His son doing it now . His name Mirard - name o f  Mirard , call him Girard [ ? ]  

DeLong . 
(Where? What ' s  his address in Chicago? ) 
Illinois - something - some s treet or ' nether . 
(Does he use Moses much? ) 
Don ' t fool with Moses nuthin - all the line up of  great other professors . 
(Well , why don ' t he use Moses ? )  [ I  am not mocking him - this is uncons cious . ]  
Mose� disagree - give too much time into the ceremonies o f  churches affairs . 

You kin never develop yourself in a line and [by ] giving yourself to the cere
monies of the �burch affairs . 

(I  see . )  
You gotta give to your personal affairs and get hungry o f  what you want your

self . 
(What? )  
Just what you doing here now , look for your personal self to develop - improve 

yourself if anybody come to you and look and live and don ' t think about dying -
and then you ' ll become the man in this great world . 

(I  see . )  • 
[After my informant 863 departs , I record on the cylinder . ]  
(End of  863 . ) 
[ Edward , my contact man , came in as soon as 863 left and we hold a little 

conference . ]  
[ I  speak]  (So you heard him all the way down the steps , did you? ) 
[Edward speaks ] (Yeah , all the way down to the end of  the hall there . )  
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[ I  speak]  (Certainly sounded - and then every once in a while he would s top 
and shake his head as if he were going into a trance or  something ,  you know . ) 

[Edward speaks ] (Yeah - good gracious alive - certainly did lay a bit  easy 
around here - he was kind of sticking with you . )  

MADAM GRIFFIN 

I READS MY CUPS FER IT 
I HA VE A CERTAIN KIND OF SNUFF I USE 

I JUST PUT IT IN THERE AND THEN JUST TALK TO THE CUP 

WHEN I WAS FIRST GIFTED 
I RUN AND GOT MY MARSTER AND MISTRESS 
I DIDN 'T KNOW WHUT 'TWAS AND TOLD 'EM 

DERE WAS SOMETHIN ' IN THE WELL TALKIN ' TO ME 

BERKLY - NEAR NORFOLK , VIRGINIA 

[ "Norfolk ,  Va . , Wed . , June 16 , 1937  - [ [ informant ] ]  494A - Mrs . Griffin at 
Berkly - from Bertie Co . ,  N . C .  - R .  D .  [ [ root do ctor] ] . " NumbePs Book 422-621 . 
How I searched out in the county for this elderly woman � a half-grown girl when 
Civil War began - I will des cribe in INTRODUCTION . Material is on cylinders 
53 3 : 2 - 53 6 : 5 . ] 

(Have you heard that people get hold of  a person ' s  foot tracks and do some-
thing with that to harm you? Get hold of your foot track or your foo tprint ? )  

Well they take that and send you away . 
(How do they do that? )  
They take that and either carry it to the river and send i t  off that way , and 

[or ]  take it and turn it over and you ' ll �alk yourself to death till you go away . 
(You j us t  turn it over , upside down? ) 
Uh hmm. [ Demonstrates . ]  
(Turn it over - upside down , the toe back to the heel . )  
And you ' ll walk - you ' ll keep a-going . 
[ I  evidently turned off the machine a few moments to tell her I had recently 

been in Bertie County . ]  
[You say you have been]  " down in Bertie County? " 
(Yes , Windsor . I ' ve been down in Bertie County - Windsor in Bertie County . )  
Yeah , I know all that . I ' ve been there for • • • •  
(Oh , you say you were gifted? ) 
I was gifted with s ight - nothing but a child . Ah was twelve years old my 

mother said . 
(Well , how did you find out how to do all these things ? )  

i: j us t  learned ' em - I was j us t  gi fted to it , j us t  comes t o  me . When I was 
first  gifted , I run and got my Marster and Mistress - I didn ' t know what ' twas , 
and told ' em dere was somethin ' in the well talkin ' to me . I was down in [by ] 
de well playing , making mud-cakes , me and de children . And de well commence to 
talk and brought two cups [ ? ] and commences talk to me . I had never seen a Yan
kee , but I j ust hear ' n  ' em  talk about the Yankees . And she [woman in well]  
said ,  "De Yanks [ are ] at  [Powell ' s  Crossroads ] . " And I told my Mars ter , I said , 
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''What ' tis , "  I said , "it  [voice in well ] said , ' The Yankees will be here Wednes
day at one o ' clo ck . ' "  And he had j ust  come outen de war [ Civil War] for two or 
three days on a furlough , and he said , '�ell , now , Lenny , tell me the truth , 
cause they will kill Marster . " I said , "What ! Dey ' ll hook you to death ? "  .!. 
thought they had horns ' cause she [Mistress ] told me so . I said , "Well , Marster , 
they ' re coming . "  So he got restless that night and she didn ' t believe it - the 
white woman [Mistres s ]  didn ' t .  Well , he got restles s and said he couldn ' t  stay 
home , he believed he would go in the woods with his spyglasses . And he said to 
her , said , "Now , Emmy , if the Yankees comes , ' fore dey gets  chere to de house 
and you see ' em ,  put a tab le cloth on de well and I '  11 be in de woods to see it . " 

Well , ' stead of  she thinking about it , I see after dinner she went across  the 
road to her sister-in-law ' s .  And when I see dem coming - I saw a white horse 
first coming , running j ust  as hard it could , and dere was pickets  standing at 
Powell ' s  Crossroads . You been along dere , ain ' t  you? Well you been to Windsor 
you have to go by Powells . Well , dey calls it Powells now , but they called it 
Powell ' s  Crossroads then . 

[ I t is called Powellsville in 1969 . My first collecting trip through North 
Carolina took me through Elizabeth City , Edenton , Windsor , Washington , New Bern , 
etc . , thus missing former Powells . ]  

And when dis white horse come , pretty quick I saw a great gang of people and 
somethin ' shining , and I thought shurn ' n  [=  sure-en? ] them mus t be Yankees cause 
dey horns was shining . I thought they was horns , but they was swords on the 
points and on dey heads . So when dey come - they come exactly one o ' clock like 
I told ' em . But de Marster was in de woods - dey didn ' t get him .  That ' s  the 
first time I ' d  ever seen a Yankee . 

[What a remarkab le picture o f  cavalry passing a crossroad - sun-b rightened 
sword points looking like shining horns on their  heads . ]  

An '  I was gifted - I was gi fted j us t a week before dat happened . 
[ So she thinks . Actually she did not foresee , she later hacks aw .  Time is a 

magic process in dreams and fairyland . Noti ce my following time questions whi ch 
indicate my thoughts . ] 

(How old did you say you were? ) 
Now? 
(No , when that happened . )  
Twelve years old . 
(How old are you now? ) 
Eigh ty-seven . 
(Have you always lived down in North Carolina? Or how long have you been up 

here? ) 
I ' ve been in Virginia ab out 50 years . 
(And you have always been able to tell fortunes and to help people ? )  
Yes , I ' ve been at i t  every since I was gifted . I put it down once , but the 

Lord wouldn ' t  let me keep it down . Nothing - I j ust  didn ' t  have no misery or  
worry , but j us t  something chopping in my head all the  time j ust  like until _- I 
did it on account of I was courtin ' , and a fellow said if  I ' d  put it down that 
we ' d  marry , and ah thought ah could do it , and I put it down and I j ust  went 
crazy that way . No doctor couldn ' t  do me no good . Dey had all de doctors and 
none of ' em �one me no good , so finally the spirit spoke to me and told me when 
I ' d  go back and do his will , I would get well . So when I do [ ob ey the spiri t ]  -
they used to have keep me tied ; I cussed , preached , done everything , they said . 
So after I decided to do it [ obey the spirit ] , I got right up and commenced to 
work . 

(Do you ever work with the spirits now in your work? Do you use the spirits 
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now in your work? ) 
I have spirits , live spirits - I don ' t  deal with no dead spirits , I deals 

with live ones . I f  I want chew and when you get asleep - I got chure name - I 
kin call you right chere and you ' ll come here j us t  the same . But you are life
less till that spirit  gets back to you .  

( I  see . Well how would you use that name in calling me? )  
Well , I got something - I set right down and got your name before me . I pray 

be fore I do it though . Then I ' ll call . I s  your name Jack or John or Henry , I 
say ,  "Henry , Henry , in the name of the Father , I want chew to come here right 
away . "  Well , in about five minutes you will come . 

(My spirit will come? )  
You spirit will come - but you will look natural - but you are j us t as white 

as you kin be - but you can ' t  talk plain . 
(Well now , suppose you want to send me away - send my spirit back there . How 

would you send it away? ) 
Oh , well , I keep you about five minutes and I turn you loose and tell you tQ 

�' "In the Name of the Lord . "  And you ' 11 go on then . But I don ' t  do it on a 
windy night nor a real cold night , because the spirit gets frozen before they kin 
get back - or the wind is too cold . 

(Could anything happen to my spirit or anybody do anything to it while it ' s  
gone , or  anything ? )  

No . 
(Well , what if the spirit got cold or frozen , what then would happen? )  
I t  get cold after while - that ' s  what I ' m telling you , you would get cold or 

frozen , if I call it on a cold night . I told you dat I didn ' t  do it on a cold 
night . 

(But what would be the purpose of calling a person ' s  spiri t ? )  
Well , you know , de soul is de spirit ain ' t it?  
Well , the breath you drew , you are j est  perfectly dead when that spirit leaves 

you . You ' ve got no breath there and when that spirit leaves you - until that 
spirit gits back .  You don ' t  keep it away but five minutes . The time is set and 
everything . 

( I  see . What would happen to it if it stayed too long ? )  
Well , i f  i t  stayed too long the person would die , that ' s  all . 
(Oh , I see . )  
Then you kin take a new brick and wri te de name . Now say ,  if you want me to 

move from dis house , you take a new brick and wri te my name on that nine times , 
and take some gunpowder and go out there and take a long stick and put a piece of 
paper on there , and touch that gunpowder and that goes up j ust  as quick as that . 
Well , you is gone - you gett ing ready to leave there , you can ' t stay there . 

( I  see . That will drive you out . )  
You take some green sage and you get all de ' ciples . Dere ' s  twelve dis ciples 

you know - Mark , John , Peter and Luke and all dem boys . And you write twelve on 
one and twelve on the other - six on one and six on the other , that ' s  twelve . 
Then you fixes that in a cloth and put it in your shoes . You go to that boss and 
he ' ll try to say "no" at fust but he ' ll change - you ' ve got  de twelve dis ciples 
witl! chah . 

(What do you mean by writing six on one and six on the other? What do you 
mean by that ? )  

Well , now like this is - this is Peter - that ' s  John - that ' s  Luke - that ' s  
Joseph and now James . Well , now you got six - you put six in one shoe and six 
in the other . 

(How do you keep the law away? )  
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Well , there is a powder that I give ' em .  You burn that . You go to the store 
and you put that powder - I keeps a whole lo t of it , I go t white and colored of 
' em and keep ' em on tap . You take that powder and you shut your house all up , 
no t a windah up . Go in dere and say ,  "In the Name of  the Father ,  and the Son , 
and the Holy Ghos t ,  bring luck in this house and keep enemies away . "  Well , dat 
smokes all over de house . Then you go to the door and say ,  "Walk in friends and 
luck , and keep enemies out , "  and shut your door again . 

( I  see . Well , what sort of  a powder is this ? Do you buy it  some place or do 
you make it? ) 

No , I don ' t make it - it ' s  love powder. 
(You buy this love powder . Where do you buy these powders ? )  
You git i t  to certain s tores or something - not everywhere but you have to 

send to git  it . I ' ve sent a long ways for mine - for my s tuff . 
(Oh , you send away to somebody that makes these things ? )  
Yes . 
Dey fixed a girl oncet in Edenton , North Car ' lina . Her father came to me and 

she was near about dead . She couldn ' t  have a passage . The do ctor couldn ' t  get 
nothing through her . So he [ father]  come to me and I set right down and looked 
in my cups and read [ for reading a cup , see later ] , and I told him , I said , "A 
man have go t her litter and put it in [ a  hole in ] a tree and he ' ll go to it every 
mo rning and knock that fir stick [peg ]  up , "  and I said , " the las t day he knock it 
up , she gonna die . "  But I said , "I am gonna tell you what chah do . "  I say ,  ' 'You 
git up tomorrow morning at three o ' clo ck and you watch and you ' ll see him come by 
your house wit a ax on his shoulder , "  and I say ,  "he ' ll s top at your gate and say 
something - mumb le something , but when you [he]  go , you follow him . "  And I says , 
"Then you ' ll hear ' im  what he says . "  I says , "As he knock , he say ,  ' Go ,  go God
dam yuh . Go , Goddam yuh . " '  I say ,  "He ' ll knock on there nine times , and then , "  
I says , "when he gits through , you draw your gun on him and make h im  cut the tree 
down and , "  I say ,  "your daughter will git up . "  He did it and I cured de girl -
got de litter out . They kin take your hair and put it  in de tree and do de same 
thing . Dey kin take your hockey [ excrement ] and put it in a tree and kill you 
j ust  the same . 

(How long ago did that happen? That this girl was hurt that way ? How many 
years ago did that happen? ) 

That ' s  been about three years ago . 
(Down in Edenton ? )  
Yes . 
You take a frog and be kind to that frog all day loBg - feed ' im  good . The 

next mornin ' you whip ' im near ' bout to death and then split him right wide open , 
and you put - write the person ' s  name , you see . You puts it  in that frog when 
you split ' im open , and bury it nailed up in a box and them people will follow 
that frog . Well , course when you bury it , like you hear me say about de frog , 
you takes a little stick and fix it for de headboard and one for de foo tboard , 
and in so  many days you will follow dat frog . You kin take a fish and dQ de 
same • 

. I used to know a man , Sim Moore , in Bertie County , North Car ' lina . He used 
to  do dat - 'ake a bone of  a dead person and do anything you wanted with it . 

(Do you know how he used it ? )  
Well , he ' d  take dat dead person ' s  bone and g o  anywhere . If he wanta go in 

your smokehouse ,  he ' d  say he ' d  go in there . 
( I  see , and steal ? )  
With this dead bone . 
(He ' d  walk around the house with this dead bone three times and . )  [ I  am 
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repeating what she had s aid . ] 
And then you couldn ' t  wake up until he goes and gets what he wants , and then 

he ' d  go away . 
( I  see . What was this man ' s  name? ) 
Sim Moore . He ' s  dead now. 
( S im Moore . Was he a root doator or what ? )  
Yeah . He lived in Bertie . 
( I f  I think someone is trying to harm me , is there anything I can do to 

protect myself agains t it? ) 
Well , now , if  anybody want to fix me and you think you going to walk over it , 

you put s nine drops of  fresh turpentine in each shoe and you kin walk over it  all 
you wanta and nobody can ' t  hurt you . And then i f  you can get  quicks ilver , you ' ll 
raise up the lining of that shoe and put a drop of quicksilver . Well , you pick 
up a nail or something and bore a little hole and put that in there - that keep s 
it from running , you know - and then pull your lining back over it  and nobody 
can ' t  get to  you . 

(How much quicks ilver do you put in at a time? ) 
One drop . 
( Into each shoe or j us t one of them? ) 
In each shoe . 
( I f  they come to you and they say ,  ' 'Well , I ' m not well . "  Have you any way of 

telling whether they are j us t  ordinarily sick or whether they have been hurt by 
somebody? Have you any way of telling that ? )  

Well , _I read fer it . I ' ve got - I reads my cups fer it . 
( I  see , you read the cups . What do you use in the cups , to read? Coffee 

grounds or something of that sort ? )  
Uh uh . 
(Have you something special that you use in the cups , t o  �ad? ) 
Yeah , I have a certain kind of snuff I use .  [ For �ading snuff in a cup , see 

622 , p .  2l0 . ]  
(Oh , snuff you used . I see . ) 
A certain - cain ' t  use but one kind . 
( I  see . You j us t stir that up in there in something [ a  liquid ] ? ) 
I j us t put it in there , and then j us t  talk t o  the cup ,  and then turn ' em 

[ the cup ] , s ay ,  "Whatever ails this person , bring it and tell me . "  I don ' t  care 
what ' s  in there - what ' s  in you , it will bring it  right plain and show it , every
thing . Kin tell everything you ' ve done too . 

(Have you ever heard of people going out to the forks of the road to do some
thing ? )  

Well , yes . Now lis ten ,  you kin take a new file , if you wanta bring a pers on 
b ack to de house sometime . You takes dis end and drives it  down halfway . You 
take something and break in two , and that s ame par� you broke , don ' t  turn it over 
[ upside down or twist it in any way ] . You go to the other corner and you put [ i t  
into the ground i n  the s ame position it  was broken off]  - one in one corner o f  
the house and the other i n  the other corner of  the house . Drive it  down there 
and they ' ll stay there . 

( I  see , that ' s  to keep a pers on home or something of  that sort . )  
• The way that ' s  done , that gives you chills and all like dat . 

(Well , j us t how would they do that? Have you heard how they do that ? )  
They take a new s tring and tie i t  up full o f  knots , call your name all the 

time . Every time they tie a knot , call your name , and then they take that and 
they ' ll go bury that somewheres close to your house about your door . When you 
go over that , you ' ll commence to having chills and keep on having chills , until 
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somebody knows what to do to get ' em off you . 
(Well , how would you get those chills off? ) 
Well , you gotta to find out - now , if  you come to me and you have them chills , 

I finds out there ' s  something buried and I goes and tells you where it ' s  at and 
to git it . 

I went to Blacks tone - a man came for me from Blackstone . 
(Blacks tone , Virginia? ) 
Yes . His wife was bad off . I said , "I don ' t see how I kin go , I 'm busy . "  

But he begged me so hard , I said , "Well , lemme git dis crowd off and I ' ll see 
what I kin do . "  So I told ' im where de things was at . Now dey had a s tick about 
dat long [ demons trates ] .  Dey had a piece of her clothes and her hair . And this 
s tick was hollowed out and put dere and buried right in front of her door , where 
she had to walk ovah it all de time . And she ' d  have spell after spell . So dat 
night I got dere , she was having spells dat night . Ah says , "We ' ll have to go to 
work . "  I said , ' 'We cain ' t wait till day ' cause we gotta go to work and take dis 
up . "  So anyhow , time it  come day I had mos t  everything and I said , "Have you got 
any sulphur here ? "  He said , "No . "  Ah said , "Well , go to de store quick as you 
can and get some . "  I says , "Now , I ain ' t goin ' take it up . "  I says , "I 'm goin ' 
show you where it ' s  at and let chew take it  up . "  So I told him go get  a spade 
and he b rought  his spade and I told him how to dig to it . He got it up . And it  
was a root about as big as mah arm , but it was hollow . And he go t it up and when 
he got i t  up , ah told him , "Now , "  I says , "you go" - ah say , "ah gonna make a 
ring , a round ring of trash in de yard . "  I said , "You put dat s tick in this 
ring . "  I says , "Now , de person who did it  after you set it afire will be here . 
You git 3¢ worth of  kerosene , 3¢ worth of salt , 3 ¢  worth of  saltpeter - you 
sprinkle it all around , 3¢ worth of gunpowder - go t to have 3¢ worth of every
thing . "  And you set that afire and if you done anything to anybody in this house 
you ' ll come here screaming - you ' ll run back and forwards , "Please do something 
fer me , do something fer me . "  So de woman come running back and forward , and she 
j us t  screamed and screamed all dat evening . 

So then I had another case , that de woman was j us t  as bad off as she could be , 
and I told de man , I said , "Well , I never seen you and I never been to your house 
but , "  I said , "there ' s  two j ars buried at chure door and dere ' s  snakes in ' em , "  
I said , "and de water ' s  turned green . " I says , "A man done dat . "  And I said , 
"He don ' t live far from you . "  So he said , "Well , lady , i f  you ' 11 go with me , "  he 
said , "I ' ll be scared to take ' em up . I f  you ' ll go  with me . "  I said , "I don ' t 
see how I got de time . "  But anyhow I went with him and he tuk dem j ars up , and 
when he tuk dem j ars up dey was - dey was two j ars about dat tall [ demons trates ] .  

(Like mason j ars . )  
And dem snakes was in dere and dey ' d  turned de water j ust  as green as could 

be , and as soon as he took ' em up his wife commence to getting better . This man 
come to de gate and said , "Come and do something fer me , I 'm j us t  crazy . "  I 
said , "Don ' t  chew go to ' em ,  don ' t chew give ' em  a thing when they come to you 
fer something . Don ' t chew give ' em  nothing - you can ' t git  it offen of ' em . " 
So he tuk dese j ars and done what I told ' em .  Ah told him to take dese j ars and 
unhead ' em  and fling ' em  overboard , and I said , "This man will go crazy . "  Well , 
that man j us� went crazy . Oh , yes , dere ' s  all kind of ways to do things . 

FAITH DOCTOR 

MAli BIIlfH WAS A MYSTERIOUS BIRTH 
GOOD SE.T OF TEETH 
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AT DE AGE OF EIGHT 
DIS PARTIC 'LAR HEALIN ' WOULD COME UNTO ME 

AH 'M HEALIN ' THROUGH FAITH 

WHEN DEY WALK IN DE DO ' AH 'LL CALL 'EM BY NAME • • • 
DERE IS NO KETCH IN IT BECA USE 

DE MINUTE DEY WALK IN DERE AH 'M SHOW ' IT THROUGH DE SPIRIT 
DAT DAT PARTIC 'LAR ONE IS JEFF WILLIAMS 

YO ' WOULD BE SURPRISED AT 
DE WHITE PEOPLE DAT WOULD BELIEVE IN IT [HOODOO ] 

AH TELL YO ' MAH DEAH PRIEN ' 
DE WHITE RACE AH WOULD GIVE IT AN EVEN BREAK 

FIFTY OUTA EV 'RY HUNDERD 
AND IN DE COLORED NINE OUTA EV 'RY TEN 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

1315 

[DoctoP Cunningham, informant 914 , had refused to visit me , therefore I went 
to him at his request .  He is the only doctoP I personally ever called on , except 
those few out in country districts like Madam Gri ffin and Frank Harris - see 
INTRODUCTION .  My contact man Edward , our local automob ile man and I arrived with 
the equipment . A woman who opened the door said the patient then with the doctoP 
would soon leave . I had expected a line of  patients and a long wait , but the 
doctoP had a better trick waiting for me . I do not remember the interview except 
for three indications in the text : the departure of the patient , the brief and 
truthful no te the spirit wrote to  me b efore my very eyes , and the woman calling 
out to the doctoP during interview - this latter a prearranged signal meaning ; 
hers "Is everything all right , "  and his "Everything O . K. "  Though the spirit-note 
you will read is true , the spirit writer rather downgrades my intelligence and 
experience . ' 'Little Rock , Ark . , Wed . , May 18 ,  1938 - 914 - Cunningham - doctoP. " 
NumbePs Book 885-9 7 7 .  This material is  on cylinders Bl8 : 1-B22 : 5  = 1476-1480 . ]  

Ah begin tellin ' dat - j is '  say fo ' instance , securin ' both feet tracks of  an 
individual , securin ' both foot tracks of an individual an '  placin ' it in de glass 
bottle and takin ' it  to de lo cation of  a bull ant ' s  b ed an '  throwin ' de container 
[ contents ]  of de tracks into de hole of de antses lived in , an '  dey will come in 
an '  out . As long as dey would exist in an '  out , dis particular one would be  on 
a extensive line of travelin ' - roamin ' . 

Securin ' de left an '  right track of  a individual an '  wri tin '  de 102nd Psalms 
upon parchment papah wi t red ink , usin ' three curse words , an '  callin ' de indi
vidual ' s  name twice at de hour of midnight , twelve a ' clock . Throw dis into 
runnin ' watah an '  dat will cause de individual one tuh leave de destination of 
w�ere he ' s  s topped at . 

(How do you pick this track up ? )  
Jis ' skim it off de top - j is '  skim it o ff ,  we say on a piece o f  cardbo ' d . 
(What do you do with that parchment paper then? ) 
Now yo ' write dis 102nd Psalms upon de parchment papah an '  underneat ' yo ' 

write his name an '  dere yo ' say - j is '  lak i f  it ' s  Cunningham [my informant ] , 
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say ,  "Go , Cunningham , God Damn yo ' , go - go , Cunningham , God damn yo ' , go - go , 
Cunningham , God damn yo ' , go . " 

(Three times . )  
Yes . 
(And you put this foot  track wi th the parchment paper? ) 
Right in de bottle an '  yo ' toss it  all into de runnin ' watah . 
Gimme de names of  de individual one dat chew want runned away - using de name 

of de individual one dat chew want tub be dissatis fied wi t his present living 
quarters . Bring me three fresh aigs , fresh hen aigs - j is ' so dey ' re not shipped 
eggs . Fresh eggs . Bring me a shotgun shell an '  a guinea peppah . Ah wri te upon 
de three aigs dis parti c ' lar individual ' s  name wit red ink , an '  ah open de shot
gun shell an '  mix de powdahs wit de guinea peppah , an '  wri tin ' three times de 
individual ' s  name upon each aig . Bus t dem across de parti c ' lar room dat he ' s  
s tayin ' [ in ]  an '  den �is mind will reach de conclusion dat he ' s  not satis fied 
dere any longer an ' he ' ll change his residence . 

I f  yo ' j is '  had a roomer in yore house dat chew dis like an ' yo ' wanted him 
out , yo ' would use de me thod of de guinea peppah an '  red peppah wi t brims tone 
[ 3  ing redients ] .  Yo ' sprinkle aroun ' in his room about his bed . I t  will trouble 
his mind , he would want tub leave , an '  he shor tly will do so . 

I f  yore house wus vacan t  an ' yo ' wanted a t enant de re , chew would wri te de 
70th Psalms upon a parchment papah an '  chew would close it  [ in]  a vial an ' bury 
it underneat ' of de front s teps of dat parti c ' lar buildin ' an '  in de extension 
of 21 days it will be occupied . 

Git de rattles of a rattlesnake underneat ' de front s teps - yo ' hang i t  on a 
nai l an '  it  will be confusions in dat house contin ' lly wit ever ' body . Ever ' 
body lives unpeace fully dere . 

[ Someone outside the door calls the doctoP and he answers . ]  
[ And I comment ]  (Always someone interrup ts when talking to doctoP . ) 
(You work that then i f  you want to cross up a house so that the landlord can ' t  

rent it?  Or you j us t  in general want people to ? )  
Tub j is ' b e  confused - dat ' s  right . Yo ' cross i t  all across dat po ' ch ,  yo ' 

see . I f  yo ' wanta b ring ' em undah , what we would say ,  cross 'em ovah dat dey all 
be dissatis fied in dat house . Fo ' ins tance if dere six or eight - ten people in 
dere , j is ' wanta work ' em up gradual ' gin each o thah , yo ' hang de rat tles under
neat ' de front s teps . Yo ' do dis at de hour o f  ten a ' clock at night . Do it  on 
a cloudy night . Pick yore night dat it would be cloudy dat yo ' would ' range dat . 

Now , in othah words if  yo ' were gonna do it  in dis parti c ' lar manne r ,  yo ' 
would parch de rat tlesnake up into de form of  powdah . Den yo ' would take - be 
ca ' ful dat  dis  wouldn ' t  g i t  in yore eye ' cause it ' s  dangerous ly an ' i t ' ll hurt 
chure sight . An ' sprinkle i t  across ,  now usin ' yore han ' s .  Po ' i t  out across de 
po ' ch in de s teps an '  ev ' yone dat goes ovah dat partic ' lar path dat day even if  
dey frien ' , dey be  confused , has fuss wi t othahs an '  in an ' out dat house . Do 
dat in de mawnin ' befo ' de sun rise . 

I f  someone were tryin ' to  take advantage of  yo ' in cPossin ' yo ' onto some evil 
spell , chew would use whut we would say _de sea ls of de Psalms . Chew write de 
3 7 th Psalms on parchment papah wit red ink , an '  de 53 Psalms an ' de 9 ls t an '  
enclose it in de wais tband an ' wear it around yore wais t fo ' pro tection . Bathe 
yo ' self wit ReaPts PePfume , blues tone an '  sal tpe ter [ 3  ingredients ] ,  an '  nuthin 
could take effect upon yo ' .  

Closely filin ' yore fingahnails - shavin ' the top of yore fingahnails into 
Coco- Cola drink or co ffee an ' givin ' it unto a individual fo ' tub drink , would 
gain de friendship . Dey would like yo ' eventually . 

Give dem urine in vinegah . Jis ' lak yo ' have de sal t , peppah an ' vinegah 
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bottle upon yore table , yo ' urine in dat  an ' yo ' let ' em alone use it , an '  dat 
will cause an individual to like yo ' .  

( That creates love . ) 
Yo ' kin wit a individual ' s  hair set dere mind dat dey will go crazy . Chew 

take de individual ' s  hair , i f  yo ' git enough - use dere hair . Yo ' take it into 
what we would say de wooded section an '  find yo ' a oak tree dat has a hollah an ' 
yo ' put it in dis partic ' lar hollah an ' wit dere urine . Yo ' git dere urine an ' 
git chew three rus ty nails , write dere names upon de parchment papah with red 
ink , an ' tie de hair onto dese nails an ' wrap it around wit dis particular parch
ment papah - dere names , an ' enclose it whut we would say ,  airtight in dis hol
lah , an ' dose partic ' lar ones mind would affect dem - dey would lose it . 

Take dat bow out of  a man ' s  house an ' take de towel aftah yo ' ve had kinda 
interco ' se wit a man , if i t  a woman , tie dat bow aroun ' de rag dat she have used 
in wipin ' herself , an ' write his name an ' her name upon it . Tie it in de 
center - dis knot in de center lak de bow be . Tie de knot in de center of de 
towel an ' let dis bow remain in de center of de towel . Her name an ' his name 
combined togethah , askin ' through de power of  de spirit dat it would gain de 
influence of dis partic ' lar one - takin ' de feelin ' s  of him towards any othah 
individual one , an '  place it  ovah de do ' beside of h im  an ' he won ' t  have any 
nat� for any othah individual one but �er . 

By him givin ' me an ' unders tandin ' of his natuPe towards any individual one , 
mah de ah  f�n ' ,  would leave to de effect dat if  she doesn ' t  have dis bow ovah de 
do ' ,  she ' s  wearin ' it around her wais t ,  which would take effect dis way in lak 
manner ,  or  eithah buryin ' his socks in dis partic ' lar ' rangement all told under
neat ' her front s teps of dere home . An '  if he wouldn ' t  locate it an ' remove it , 
den his nat� wouldn ' t  be as i t  always has been towards anothah woman . We send 
' em tub look fo ' it in three diff ' rent places , mah deah f�n ' ,  ' cause dem ar
rangement would be to ' feet  his natUPe . 

Yo ' take one s trand of an individual ' s  hair an ' one from underneat ' dere arms 
an ' one from dere private , an ' twis t dese three partic ' lar hairs into a plait , 
an ' write "De Name of  de Father ,  de Son an ' de Holy Ghost" on parchment papah 
with red ink an ' sew dis partic ' lar arrangement up in a small piece of flannel 
an ' wear it in yore fob pocket an ' dis one would eternally love yo ' if  yo ' want 
dem . 

Yo ' secure dragon ' s  blood an ' brims tone , an ' chew take three needles an ' in 
de linin ' of dis individual ' s  shoe yo ' d  place dese three needles in each shoe -
yo ' unders tan '  between de leather an ' de linin ' , an ' yo ' burn dragon ' s  blood an ' 
brims tone upon a tin arrangement , an ' rub de soles of  his shoes ovah dat three 
time in a day . When he put ' em on agin an ' den he ' s  outa yore sight , he be want
ing tub git back all de time . 

Wit an individual ' s  photo yo ' write a prayer of de 2 3rd Psalms an '  yo ' ast de 
Almighty God if He would please bring onto de individual one His love - de love 
of  Alfred White which ah hold in dis photo . Wrap dis arrangement aroun ' de 
photo aftah yo ' wrote upon de parchment papah an ' sprinkle between de papah an ' 
dat pitchure de red peppah an ' cookin ' salt an ' hang it  ovah de , center of  de do ' 
on de do ' sill . At exactly twelve a ' clock she begin tackin ' dat photo up dere 
an ' le t it be hanging wit de photo bottoms up , bottoms down , an ' read de 70th 
Psalms aftah she had rendered dis , an ' dat will change his mind fo ' any othah 
individual one , dat  he would divide his partic ' lar earnings wit her . 

An '  anothah ins tance o f  an individual ' s  photo - yo ' would write his name in 
case if yo ' wanted tub do him harm , dat he would git out of yore sight . Take yo ' 
his photo an ' write his name in de back of dis photo , using three curse words an ' 
throw it into runnin '  watah an ' he will also be very anxious to move from around 
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you .  
In an instance agin - anothah photo , i f  yo ' want t o  take de life o f  a person , 

cause dere health to vanish . Procure his hair , a lock of his hair , procure his 
underwear an ' cut dem up wit de individual name an ' dis hair all into fine pieces 
an '  take dis photo an '  place it in a bottle an ' cork it up tight - git it air
tight an '  take it into the woods an ' put it in a high tree , close it up airtight , 
an ' dis partic ' lar individual goin ' fail in health . 

Yo ' kin use gPaveyaPd �Pt fo ' diff ' rent things . I f yo ' love tub play de 
numbers an ' yo ' know of an individual ' s  grave - yo ' know exactly where it ' s  at , 
yo ' know his name . Yo ' go out to de cemetery an '  yo ' secure de dirt from upon 
dis particular one ' s  grave an ' sew i t  up in a container bag an ' s leep wit it in 
yore pillah an ' yo ' ask dis one befo ' it time to s leep , tub give yo ' an idea of 
a number . An' if  he wus , say befo ' his death , had a numb ah playing high , chew 
would have a favorable dream concerning whut number might would be de one . [See 
DEATH TAKES A HAND , p . 546 . ] 

Wit gPaveyaPd �Pt yo ' could secure it from someone ' s  grave dat chew didn ' t 
know an '  yo ' wanted to arrange it  in yore home dat it  would be peaceful . Say lak 
yo ' an '  yore wife are quarrelin ' an ' yo ' place it in de cornahs of yore room - de 
fo ' cornahs of yore room dere . Yo ' repeat de 53rd Psalms aftah three straight 
mawnin ' s  aftah yo ' have placed dis arrangement in dere , an ' she will come to  a 
peaceful s tate of min ' . Dis partic ' lar one ' s  dirt offa his grave will bring her 
min ' to a peaceful s tate dat she wouldn ' t  have even thoughts agains t yo ' .  

Yo ' take de wishbone of  a chi cken , say fo ' ins tance , an ' yo ' wish upon it . 
Say , if yo ' wanted tub git ma ' ied - chew wanted yore marriage to be at an ' early 
day , or yo ' wanted to advance upon a trip , or yo ' wanted to be success ful , where
£y [ therefore ] yo ' wishin ' upon dis particular wishbone . Yo ' open de middle of 
yore Bible which is clasp in front of yo ' to 118th Psalms . DE 118TH PSALMS IS 
SUPPOSED TUH BE DE MIDDLE OF DE BIBLE . Yo ' make yore wish an ' read dat Psalms 
ovah three times an ' nail dis wishbone up ovah yore front entrance of yore do ' 
an ' yore wish will come . 

(You don ' t  do anything to the wishbone itself? ) 
Dat ' s  whut yo ' make yore wish , an ' dat Psalm ovah it , an '  nail it - nail it  

up ovah de do ' at chure front entrance , yo ' see . 
Well , goo[eza dus t generally is whut we would s ay a mavin ' powdeza. Yo ' kin 

make it yo ' self outa - we call ' em  guinea peppah . Dat ' s  one de wus ' things in 
de worl ' to create a dis turbance among people . Well , yo ' use guinea peppah , 
brims tone an ' yo ' use j is '  any ordinary powdahs wit dat [ 3  ingredients ] ,  to take , 
yo ' . know , showin ' de guinea peppah away [ disguising it ] . An '  dat ' s  called goofer 
dust.  Dat ' s all whut it  is . Whutevah de individual one thinks about goo[eza 
dus t ,  it  j is '  be suspiciousness . De individual kin make it  outa several diff ' r
ent things . Anything dat chew know yo ' wanta create a dis turb ance wit ;  dat yo ' 
know it could be so arranged . 

Fo ' ins tance , if yo ' would wanta change yore luck dat yo ' would wanta be suc
cess ful in gamblin ' ,  yo ' use [uban? van-van ? ] an '  He azats PezajUme , blues tone , oil 
of peppermint , oil of clover , saltpeter . Aftah takin ' yore bath , ins tid of 
throwin ' yore watah any direction , throw yore watah directly in de eas t pointin ' 
it at de sunrise ,  an '  i t  would rise yore success . 

An ' anoth•h instant ' ,  if  yo ' wanta be purtty success ful in gamblin '  agin , yo ' 
wanta know how yo ' would handle a token [ toby ] or somethin ' fo ' yore success . 
Chew use a silver dollah - secure it outa de han ' of  some individual one dat chew 
didn ' t  know anything about [ dollar from a s tranger ] ,  an ' chew put i t  in a box of 
sulphur an' keep it  in a closed - in a dry place for a period of 21 days . Take 
it  outa dat particular sulphur an '  lay it  in de Holy Bible upon de 102nd Psalms 
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fo ' two s traight nights an ' den take it out an ' wit garlic an ' red peppah yo ' 
sew it up in a shammy skin an ' let it be in yore pocket fo ' two or three games 
an ' yo ' ll be very successful . 

Yo ' could kill his [ gambling ] luck by sprinklin ' salt - cooking salt out of  
a brand-new package dat have nevah been used . Also sprinkle guinea peppah or red 
peppah ovah de flo ' an ' undah de seat where he ' s  settin ' an ' his luck will be 
cPOssed to de extent dat yores will survive his in dat parti c ' lar game . 

(No matter what kind of a charm he is wearing ? )  
No ca ' whut i t  is . 
Take a pit cher of watah , three teaspoons ful of sug ah  an ' write de 70th Psalms 

an '  place it  on de individual counter an ' let it  remain dere , say as de license 
would be , an ' at twelve a ' clock each day , yo ' repeat it . Yo ' have it  down dat 
way standing in yore front do ' wit dis watah an ' sugah an ' make a s tep or t racks 
back .  Follow yore t racks all de way from de front t o  yore back , sprinklin ' yore 
watah cross de partic ' lar door - all de way across yore business place door .  I t  
will draw de influence of diff ' rent ones , dat would crowd yore place to any 
extent . 

Agin ,  git  snuff - three pinch of snuff an ' read de 53rd Psalms ovah three 
times an '  as yo ' would hold de [ snuff ]  box upon dat Ps alms , take in de front of 
yore place , hold it in de palm of  yore hand an ' b low it [3  pinches of snuff ] in 
the direction of de rise of de sun .  I t  will also blow into yore place g reat 
success .  

Using de names of de police dat chew wanta stay outa yo�e place , write dere 
names upon dat parchment papah an ' git chew a can of Red Seal Lye an ' git chew 
two boxes of dat cookin ' salt dat nevah have been opened .  Write de names of 
dese two partic ' lar individual ones out on de parchment papah , curs in ' ' em ,  
usin ' curse words dat dey would remain away from yore place . Po ' half o f  yore 
potash in one can an '  put chure papah - de names in between dat an ' throw de 
othah half fulla salt into yore can dat ' s  heah . Fix both of dem an ' arrange dis 
at twelve a ' clock at de darkest  night , mah deah fren ' ,  in dat partic ' lar munt ' 
yo ' might say .  Yo ' choose midnight - one of de cloudy nights . Bury it  in front 
of de steps at twelve a ' clock exactly an ' be shore dat it ' s  in de center o f  de 
front an ' also back . An '  dese parti c ' lar officers will remain outa yore place . 

I f  yo ' were not out on bond an '  yo ' wanta ' fend yo ' s elf , de mawnin ' dat chew 
are knowin ' dat chew are goin ' tub co ' t ,  yo ' have someone to  b ring yo ' if yo ' 
could possibly arrange it , a brand-new package of sewin ' needles dat nevah have 
been used . Also have ' em tub b ring yo ' some brims tone , an ' also h ave ' em tub 
bring yo ' some dragon ' s  blood . In de corner of yore cell secretely yo ' would , 
de mawnin ' yo ' goin ' up to co ' t ,  burn yore brims tone an ' yore dragon ' s  blood , an '  
yo ' would read de 93rd Psalms in dere an '  turn yore underwear on de wrongside an ' 
turn yore socks on de wrongs ide , an ' also yore shirt . Use nine needles . Use de 
needles s tickin ' [ them] in de front of yore underwear an ' make a cross ovah yore 
both breasts in de center , an '  go befo ' de j udge , mah deah [Pen ' ,  an ' he would be 
confuse ' in mind dat he would give yo ' consideration upon yore t rial . 

Dis partic ' lar oil dat ah prepared mahself . [ Shows a bottle . ] 
(You prepared that oil? What do you call that ? )  
Call i t  V-D - V-B . 

• (What does that mean? Does it  mean anything ? )  
No , it ' s  j is '  V-B oil - dat ' s  de way yo '  secure it out de drug s t o ' heah . 
Dis oil is tub gain de influence of anybody , but chew rub it upon yore han ' s  

dat yo ' constantly touch things dat dey touch an ' i f  yo ' gain dere influence , 
turn dere likeness towards yo ' in every in$ tance , dat dey would t rust yo ' in 
dere confidence mo '  so den dey would anybody else ; give yo ' some of  de bigges t 
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break upon de j ob den dey would othahs . 
Now , othah den dat , if yo ' gainin ' de influence of  yore boss , yo ' could write 

his name upon de parchment papah an ' take yo ' three rus ty nails dat dey would be 
de s ame size - say if dey were six-penny nails or eight-penny nails . An '  yo ' go 
underneat ' yore house an ' bury it in de center underneat ' yore house in a hole , 
in a can wit dese partic ' lar nails an ' his name , askin ' him in prayer dat he 
would do favorably onto yo ' upon dis position . An ' it would also take effect 
upon him lak dat . 

I f  yo ' would want tuh put chure house undah pertection dat thieves wouldn ' t 
bother yo ' ,  yo ' would secure cooking salt dat has nevah been used . Sprinkle it 
all ovah yore room dat yore possession is in , mah deah fren ' , an ' upon leavin ' 
scatter it  roun ' about yore po ' ch an ' steps , an ' yo ' won ' t  have any trouble wit 
any individual one enterin ' dere . Dis sal t  takes de effect . 

If  any individual one have a spell upon him dat it would cause him , dat it 
would render him to crave action - de doctahs kin find no cause of his action -
den it  would run in de belief dat he might be influenced by a wi tchcraft wo�er. 
Yo ' would git de gizzard of a chicken an ' let it  be a fat chicken . Give dis 
individual one parts of dis into ashes . Beat it  up wit saltpeter an '  de milk 
from a black cow . [ Three ingredients . ]  Git de milk from a black cow an ' give 
dis partic ' lar individual it while it ' s  warm . Give it to ' em warm an ' if he ' s  
affected in any effect he will vomit .  Dat will give yo ' an understandin ' dat he 
is influenced by witchcraft .  [This medication is divination and diagnosis - see 
pp . l65-217 . ]  

(What do they call this kind of work down here? ) 
They call it  hoodooism - hoodoo - cunjure . De people refer to it so . Dey 

say , "Ah ' ll have yo ' fixed. " An ' wit de light of what we would s ay ,  so wi t dey 
[ their ] crosses an ' all , dey fix yo ' ,  but it all pertains to hoodooism 
mmjuration .  

(Did you hear when you were a boy down here that there was some sort o f  an 
organization that included people that did this sort o f  work ; where they had to 
pass an examination and were initiated into this work and that sort of thing? ) 

Ooh , well - da t ah ' ve nevah , yo ' know , had a chance o f  know in ' about it  • Ah 
know dey claim , dey do lotta work wi t de Seven Sis ters [see p . 745 ] . People come 
from a good many places to see de Seven Sisters but ah nevah saw any of ' em -
nevah knew positive whether it  wus real or whether it  wus j is '  fake . But mostly 
mah unders tandin ' wus - ah don ' t  know whether it wus true or  not .  

(Did you hear very much when you were a boy about the old Madam Laveau? ) [ For 
Marie Laveau , see p . 794 . ] 

No , ah didn ' t .  
An '  de blacksnake ' s  tongue - git de snake ' live . 

git his tongue an '  git a bat heart , an ' yo ' write de 
call dem by name an ' write dem on a parchment papah , 
[ cloves ? ]  seeds dey call it . 

(You mean the spice? ) 

Git de blacksnake ' live an ' 
twelve dis ciples ' name -
an '  yo ' use dese clover 

Well , yes , it could come to dat - dose little ole cans yo ' shake it out of  
but it ' s  a powdah sort of  lak .  

(They use it  in cooking , don ' t  they? ) 
Yes , clovee . 
(Cloves?  Like for your tooth? )  [ Clove oil for toothache . ]  
Yes , an '  put dis togethah wit dese names an ' yo ' sew dem up wit red flannel , 

an '  dey claim dat it will give yo ' success - dat is , dat yo ' wouldn ' t  be bothered 
wit enemies pertainin ' to anything dat chew would undertake to do , such as makin ' 
liquo r ,  a operation [ in] which yo ' would be very succes s ful . 
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Use de photo as ah fores aid to gain de influence of  de individual one . He 
could use her photo an ' he could include dat photo by writin ' her name in de 
desire of him an '  askin ' de Almighty God dat He would turn dis individual one ' s  
thought upon him an ' hang i t  ovah de center o f  his do ' in his room , dat she 
would turn into his likeness - in some instance lak dat very quickly . 

Yo ' use saltpeter , bluestone an ' de milk of a black cow - mah deah fren ' .  Yo ' 
give it to ' em  warm and if dey are containin ' lizards , scorpions o r  frogs in de 
individual one , dese particular things won ' t stay in ' em . Dey would have pass 
out through de bowels or dey would vomit dem . [A  similar cure - chicken gizzard 
replacing bluestone - has been given . ] 

In de direction of causin ' de individual one - apossin ' one ' s  luck up dat he 
would be very unsuccess ful in ever ' thing dat he would undertake tuh do . Yo ' 
write his name on a parchment papah an ' burn it in de ashes o f  sulphur , red 
peppah an ' also b rims tone . Take de ashes of all dis whut chew have burnt an ' 
scatter it  all along de western direction [ scatter it  to the west ] , cursin ' him 
ever ' partic ' lah time dat chew throw dat . An '  his success will go into ill fate . 

(Why do you throw it to the west ? ) 
Well , fo ' instance yo ' want him down an ' yo ' send him wit de sun ; when de sun 

sinks in de west  den his success will go down . 
At de age of eight dis partic ' lar healin ' would come onto me . Ah had a gran ' 

mothah dat wus sufferin ' very much with rheumatism in about her j oints . Her 
knees - sometime it would affect her so bad dat she couldn ' t  walk an ' constantly 
ah would humor her aroun ' [persuade her? ] an ' puttin ' mah han ' upon her - an '  de 
time dat she suf fered ah would put mah han ' upon her knees an ' it would feel 
bettah ,  an ' [ as ]  ah would touch her , ah would offah a prayer to the [Deity] , an ' 
fin ' lly ah got her ' vent [ual ] ly cu ' ed o f  it  dat she could go about . 

An '  den ah begin talkin ' in de churches . As ah said mah birth wus a mys teri
.ous birth - [born with a] good set of  teeth , nevah had a pain of  toothache , nevah 
had one extracted in all mah life . Ah realize den dat it  wus g ift - de intention 
.o f God dat ah would have de power to convince man an ' woman dat God is God an ' to 
serve as no othah . 

(You believe the teeth gave you power? ) 
Ah come tuh believe through dis particular birth - it wus j is '  assurance dat 

ah were a gifted one . 
Ah go into seclusion by mahself - yo ' know , dat ah consecrate [ concentrate]  

mah mind upon solely whut ah 'm gonna do . An ' dis powah whut ah said ah wus bo ' n  
wit , when dey walk in de do ' ,  ah ' ll call ' em  by name . All right . Dere is no 
ketch in it because de minute dey walk in dere ah 'm sho ' [ shown] it through de 
spirit dat dat particular one is Jeff Williams , an ' ah tell Jeff Williams , "Yo ' 
come farward . "  An '  in dat , meanin ' ,  if  i t ' s  any information dat ah git through 
de spirit , o f  tellin ' Jeff dat he would have tuh look out in de future fo ' cer
tain things , ah call him up an ' tell him . An '  den if he choose to he could come 
around to where ah 'm stopping at fo ' further info 'mation dat nex ' day .  

(You really - sort of  a healer? ) 
Well , not necess arily - ah don ' t  use no medicine , ah 'm healin ' through faith . 
I f  he has somethin ' wit any kind of a pain about his body - lak dey come 

somet ime on crutches , dey come sometime deaf , an ' dey come sometime blind . In 
do�e cases , you cain ' t  [ cure ] j is '  outright wit de one partic ' lar prayer . � 
ah would be dere sometime dey [would come to me privately] . Ah have touched dem 
an ' prayed so  very ha ' d  fo ' dem dat dey git  a vision of s ight instantly ,  an ' ah 
have had dem leave dere crutches right dere wit me an � walk out , but de po ' 

· 

devils sometime dey faith would grow weaker an ' it come onto dem agin . Conse
quently as Peter wus trying tuh exist  upon de watah an ' he admitted dat his faith 
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went tuh fading an ' he went tuh s inkin ' , and dat ' s  de way it is in dat particular 
work . 

An ' dis watah - ah have ' em  drink it , an ' as yo ' kin read upon de 9 2nd Psalms , 
place a plain glass of watah in [ on] de Bible and yo ' yoreself read it ovah three 
times an ' yo ' drink dat watah , it ' l l work yo ' j is ' as a physic . 

(Ordinary water? )  
Ord ' nary watah outa de hydrant an ' dat watah dat ah has in dose gallon j ugs , 

dey j es ' contribute to whut dey wanta contribute .  [ He shows me holy water in a 
glass gallon j ar or jug . ] 

(That ' s  your container of holy water? ) 
Dat ' s  right , yeah . Dose candles yo ' see [ on the table]  - as ah said , ah git 

de candles an ' ah bless dem mah ownsel f ,  an '  dat he ' p  upon mah travelin ' expense . 
Dey donate towards de watah an ' dey bring dere own j ugs an ' ah prepah it fo ' 
dem - j is '  lak yo ' turn in de j ug an ' [ or]  yo ' send in de j ug in yore name , an ' 
dat night in de meeting whosomevah de j ug ,  it ' s  dere all ready fo ' dem . An ' de 
candles dey buy dem , an ' de oil  dey buy .  

[ Here is why he  wanted me to  vis it him - to  show me  the holy oil  and water 
and the candles . ]  

(Are your candles mos tly any color? ) 
No , we us e diff ' rent candles . 
Now , yo ' use red candle , yellah candle , black candle , white candles fo ' all 

diff ' rent things . Use a yellah candle fo ' makin ' yore peace an ' quiets in a 
home - j is '  tuh make a home contented , use a yellah candle . Chew light yore 
candle at seven a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' let it burn until eight an ' put it out . 
Dat de ins trument of  peace an ' happiness  in yore home . 

Now , fo ' succes s candle . Say fo ' ins tance if yo ' interes ted in games - in 
numbahs , anything lak dat if  chew have any faith in yore black candle . L ight 
chure black candle at twelve a ' clock in de day an ' let it burn until one a ' clock , 
an '  yo ' will be  success ful in yore little chances an ' games an ' things . 

Now , yore white candle is helpful through sickness ,  an ' reading certain divi
s ions of Psalms while yore candle is burning , it will relieve yo ' of certain 
pains . 

An ' yore red candles , if  yore enemies are worryin ' yo ' ,  seeming ly tryin ' tuh 
take de advantage of yo ' ,  read yore 37th Psalms an ' light chure candle at seven 
a ' clo ck at night aftah de sun is gone down . Begin at dark an ' read yore 37th 
Psalms an ' let it burn until eight - one hour burning an '  reading yore Psalms 
ovah three times . An '  den concentrate - let chure mind j is '  go until dat it 
would come a vis ion of j is '  how dis partic ' lar one is trying to take de advan
tage of  yo ' .  Yo ' kin see it clear dat she ' s  goin '  to dis partic ' lar one wit 
mess age , talkin ' about chew behind yore back .  

An '  dat ' s  why lo tsa people don ' t  unders tan ' , dey don ' t  know whut dere humin ' . 
Dey take a black candle an ' burn it to try ob tain anything an ' it don ' t  g it no 
results ; dey take a red candle an ' try tuh burn it fo ' somethin ' else an ' it 
don ' t  git no results . An '  aftah blessin ' . 

(Do you bless these at the service or at home? ) 
Bless dem at home . Ah bring de blessin ' s  upon dem candles at home . Each can

dle is bles t separate one by one , and all colors are blest all fo ' de same thing . 
Dat is , say f� ' ins tance , dis is a s tack of  yellah candles an ' ah 'm  bless in ' ' em  
dat de home would be peaceful an ' wheresomevah dey are lit . Yo ' unders tan '  me , 
yo ' cain ' t  call no name upon dos e candles , ' cause yo ' don ' t  know who are comin ' 
in possess ion of ' em . Yo ' b less ' em in readin ' dose Psalms an ' yo ' have yore 
Bible open wit des e particular ones layin ' apart an '  yo ' do a s e are t prayer dat 
yo ' want dis particular blessin '  cas t upon yore candle . 
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(You prepare the oil , too , don ' t  you? What do you do with the oil ? )  
Dis oil dat ah spoke of  a while ago is less  t o  b e  effective in de influence of 

any individual one dat yo ' come in contact wit . An '  de olive oil is used in 
certain cases of s tiffness , dat yo ' would rub yore j oints dat dey would supple 
up . An '  wit a silk pocket han ' chief dat chew would rub ins tid of rubbin ' wit 
chure han ' . 

[HERE COMES THE LETTER WRITTEN TO ME BY THE SPIRIT I ] 
(Now , _this afternoon when I came around [ to his hous e ]  you wrote something on 

a piece of paper and put it  in the Bible . Under what circums tances do you use 
that ? )  [See my comment at beginning of interview . ] --�ell , now dat ' s  j is '  as ah said . Fo ' an individual one [private conference ] -
readin ' [ the cards ] to ' em - tellin ' ' em  of a sight dat yo ' see in dere han ' , of 
dere luck bein ' cPossed [his very message in invis ible ink to me ! ] .  Sometime 
dat wouldn ' t  be s trong enough proof .  [ Evidently my reaction to  his magic mes
sage was not s tPong enough proof. ] Den yo ' would commune , dat yo ' would git an 
answer upon yore question from de power of  God . An '  see , dose i l lus tPations 
could come out diff ' rent pertainin ' to whut dey might wish to know . See . Say ,  
fo ' ins tance dey interes ted in de numbers , a numbers i l lus tPation would come . If 
dey interes ted in knowing of a question yes or no , de ques tion would come no or 
yes . Maybe dey would wanta know if dey would make dere degree of s cholarship , 
an ' yes or no as yo ' see it  favorable , dey are to be success ful in their palmis
try [what he sees in their hand] - it will give you an enlightment dat dey are 
to be success ful . But den dey might not have confidence enough . Den yo ' could 
bring ' em onto a s tronger confidence by showing ' em  dis partic ' lar i l lus tPation . 
See . 

[ I  s aw  without his telling me that he wrote with invisible ink answers upon 
slips of paper and chose one suitable for any of  the problems he mentions . The 
answer becoming vis ible he calls an i l lus tPation . Here , if his palm reading did 
not impress , he used invis ible ink . ] 

[ The spirit ' s  written message to me - from its sacPed res ting place in the 
Bible and with the magic three - read , "YOU ARE CROSSED . "  As I shall · explain in 
the INTRODUCTION , this letter epis ode happened during the usual preliminary talk 
before actual recording . ]  

(Do you read cards als o or only palmis try ? ) 
Palmis try .  Ah ' ve used a crys tal ball - ah used to  a good bit  in mah meetings . 

Dere , sometime dat ah should call an individual ' s  name an '  answer him questions . 
Well , all dat ' s  tPickery. Jis ' done have an aid with yo ' , dat ' s  all . But dose  
things ah only do in s chools whut ' s  fo ' magic . 

(For entertainment ? )  
Dat ' s  whut chew do . 
(What percentage of the people go in for this s tuff ? ) 
Well , ah tell yo '  MAH DEAH FREN ' de white race , ah would give it  an even 

break - fifty outa ev ' ry  hunderd ; an ' in de colored , nine out of ev ' ry ten . 
(That applies only to the South , doesn ' t  it ? ) 
Yeah . Ah ' ve had lots a experience in de Eas t MAH DEAH FREN ' , an ' de West also . 
(I  don ' t  think there are very many of  the people • • • •  ) 
[ This unfinished s tatement is merely a device to keep him talking . ]  

• Now yo ' would be surprised at de white people dat would believe in it . For
tunetelling is one of  de - it kin nevah be known , because de fortunetellers -
somebody will tell yo ' one card represent one thing , and another one s ay it rep
resent anothe r ,  an ' another one say it  represent another . But it ' s  no sense to 
anything yo ' git out of yore past life from de fortuneteller .  Ev ' rything is  
sighted [ ' cited = recited? ]  j is '  aroun ' de palm an ' - yore success is  j is '  found 
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ovah heah , de lump of gold ovah heah , an ' a hidden treasure ovah heah . 
[While my machine was s topped I evidently ask what he knew about buried 

treasure . ]  
As ah said , ah ' ve had mo ' experience in dis since travelin ' in dis part [ o f  

the country ] den ah ' ve had in a good many heahs . People always believe dat it ' s  
a hidden treasures fo ' ' em - real riches . 

Dat ole fellah dis aftahnoon [ I  had evidently seen him leave ] said dat he knew 
where $ 16 7 , 000 wus - wus left dere by some Jews or somethin ' othah - wus up in 
[ some place in Arkansas ] .  He wanted tuh finance mah transportation ovah de re an ' 
if  ah had any power tuh go an ' g i t  dis treasure we would split it . He go t  one in 
his back yard - he said he had a dream of it - it ' s  right by a tree . [ I t is 
quite common to  dream about hidden or buried treasure - see 426 ,  p . l27 . ]  

[ Informant now tells a s tory about a money trick . ] 
She wus influenced tuh believe dat if  she would go to de bank an ' draw her 

money out an ' b ring it  to dis party ,  by dem s leeping on it  i t  would render a 
bless in ' upon it an ' dey would return it back to her de following day - dat would 
increase it in ninety days to $ 3200 . An '  dey told her tuh g i t  a white pocket 
han ' chie f an ' git  i t  all in hunderd dollah b ills . He cut him out s ixteen s t rips 
of newspapah an ' sewed it up in his white pocket han ' chie f .  An ' she b rought it 
naturally , an ' he had his ' n  in de Bib le , an ' she wus supposed tuh place hers in 
de Bible an ' not looking whe re she wus placin1 it . She j is '  so g lad tuh g i t  it 
in dere - made her sew it up right in front of him so he could eventually sewed 
it  so it would imitate his ' n  so  it would match his ' n .  [His would match hers . ]  
An '  she got it all sewed an ' place it in de Bible an ' he put it undah de pillah 
of  his bed an ' he ' s  gon ' a  sleep on it all night . An '  when she return dat nex ' 
day he g ive her de wrong package , see . Well , den she ' s  supposed tuh pin dis in 
de center of  her b ack below her dress - he ' s  supposed to pin it dere hisself . 
Now , he ' s  got ta carry dis bless in ' out right .  He pin it  de re an ' he told her tuh 
not look at it  till dat Friday . Dat wus on a Monday - dat a purtty good dis tance 
fo ' him to go • 

(Who did this ? }  
Dat wus a colored fellah did it  ovah in Kentucky - he wus a hoodoo worker. 
[ For  another money trick , a remarkab le one involving more than the loss  o f  

money , see CAST I T  INTO OBLIVION , p . 268 . ] 
He git all dat �ots an ' medicine an ' things an ' cure anything - anything yo ' 

no t b o ' n  wit . DAT ' S  WHUT DEY SAY , DEY KIN CURE ANYTHING YO ' WUSN ' T  BO ' N  WIT . 
Dey go out in de woods an ' git a whole lotta ole roots yo ' know . 

When did she come ? Oh , las t - no , Saturday ' fo '  las t . She wus havin ' trouble 
wit he r boy fren ' turnin ' off her .  Naturally , he had a good position an ' could 
be  of  some convenience , an ' she - dis othah g irl beat her time . She b rought his 
pho to an ' his so cks up de re as ah had told her to , an ' through dis written 
[hand] - an ' havin ' her place it ovah her room do ' an ' reading de 70 th Psalms 
behin ' it an ' b uryin ' dese socks undah de back s teps . Ah tied ' em togethah , 
pointin ' one foot in one direction an ' one in de othah - eas t  an ' wes t ,  cross de 
world. Dat would change his mind - g ive him hatred in his heart agains t dis 
o thah woman dat his affection would turn to Lizzie , yo ' might say .  An '  Lizzie 
come dis mawnin ' an ' told me dat she nevah had nuthin worked as soon . She said 
dat man wus gone - she nevah had no idea when she come dere [here ]  dat she ' d  evah 
g i t  him back ,  because so many people had fooled her dat dey could he ' p  her do 
othah things . 

(The man came back? } 
Oh , he ' s  back - yeah , he ' s  back .  
(What did she do with the photograph? } 
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Well , dat photograph - yo ' supposed tub hang upside down ovah de do ' ,  aftah ah 
write de partic ' lar question , "Almighty God , if  i t  please yo ' ,  turn dis individ
ual one . Change his mind , Oh Lord , Father , to the individual . Amen . "  

All right . An '  yo ' close it between wit red peppah - an ' yore photo . 
(Voice is too low to get  a good record . )  [ Trans criber comments about a small 

section of text here . ]  
(You don ' t  have any trouble getting your money from these people? )  
No , nevah had in mah whole li fe , becus ah don ' t  accept any money until ah give 

' em  some s atisfaction . 
(After you have done the work for them , they never refus e to pay you or that 

sort of thing , do they? ) 
Nevah had . Only once . Ah wus he ' pin ' a fellah git a j ob ovah in Mississippi . 

His first week he worked an ' he g ive me a dollah - ' cus ah charged him three . De 
nex ' week he didn ' t  come up , an '  de nex ' week he didn ' t  come up , an ' de nex ' week 
he wusn ' t  workin ' .  

(But generally they always pay you? ) 
Yes . 

"TOMB OF DE BABE OF BETHLEHEM" 

AH WUS A NEGRO PASTOR FOR 2 5  YEARS 
AND AH DIDN 'T LEARN FOOLISHNESS OUTA DAT 

AH LEARNED DE WISDOM OF GOD 

AH 'M TALKIN ' TUH YO ' 
A MAN DAT 'S OUT TUH LEARN SCMEPIN 

AH 'LL COMMENT A LITTLE WHILE 
JES ' [ TO ]  GIVE YO ' A CHANCE TO KETCH HOLD OF MAH SOUND 

BRUNSWICK , GEORGIA 

[ Yes , I am cert ain this elderly man did learn the WisdOm of God - given and 
earned according to  capacity . Did he know I was als o a clergyman? No , that 
could not be told - bes ides , he probably would not have believed me . What has 
this man to do with hoodoo - conj uration - wit chcraft ? Read and see - p onder . 
The materi al o f  informant 1213 is on cylinders C469 : 3- 4 7 8 : 5  = 2050-2059 . ]  

Ah have learned an ' hoped in dis , whut ah mention tub yo ' now ,  dat dere is a 
certain way o f  dus t - where ah gits it  from - it ' s  fo ' luck , good luck . 

(Do you buy this dust from somebody? ) 
Ah buy it  but don ' t pay no money fo ' it . Ah ' d  explain it tub yo ' - course 

ah ' m  goin 1 talk to a point - tub let chew understand whut ah ' m talkin ' ' bout . 
D� is a luck proposition dere on . Now , tub have good luck fo ' even anything 
yo ' could do - in de skin game , or any othah actions of life . De dus t whut ah ' m  
talkin ' ' bout , ah don ' t  know n o  man - white or colored - whut evah mentioned de 
name of it  tub me , but hit ' s  ruled by de angels of de Almighty God . I t ' s  visited 
by - de use of it - by de prayer o f  de Almighty God . 

I t ' s  a dust  dat ah go - ah tell yo ' whare ah buys it  from - ah have tub p ay 
fo ' it  but ah don ' t  p ay no money . I t  don ' t  cost chew no money - hit ' ll only cost 
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yo ' Our Father ' s  Prayer , an ' a angel o f  God ' s  kingdom will go wit chew wherevah 
yo ' goes an ' won ' t have any fun atall - in de skin g ame or in de g amb lin '  hall . 
God in de gamblin ' hall lak He wus in church . Do yo ' b ' lieve dat? 

(Yes . )  [And I meant that and s till mean it . ]  
G�is God in de skin game , meanin ' j es ' lak He is de preacher in de pulpi t .  

Ah ' ve proved dat fo ' yeahs - ah know dat . [ I  was certain and s till am that he 
proved dat .  ] 

Now , ah tell yo ' de particulars about dis personal dus t .  Fo ' every man can ' t  
git it . But unless a man learns a man how tub g i t  it , he kin g i t  i t  but i t  won ' t  
work . Yo ' have tub be long - somepin on de luck proposition . Dat ' s  why ah men
tioned tub yo ' ' bou t whut luck will do . Luck fo ' a certain dis tance of de 
earth , hit ' s  got by faithful prayers - dat ' s  Our Father ' s  Prayer .  Yo ' know de 
Our Father Prayer? "Our Fathe r ,  who are in heaven • • •  " until yo ' s ay "Amen . "  

[To explain my following answer to him ,  which may look like avoiding the 
issue or sugges t my being dis courteous to the old man , I merely turned off the 
machine . Of this he was unaware . I mus t have said something about the Lord ' s  
Prayer ,  let him preach for a minute or two , and then restarted the machine with 
the ques tion that follows : ]  

(Tell me , where do you ge t that dus t , now? ) 
De way dat dey git dat dus t is - de whole earth is de Word of God . Do yo ' 

b ' lieve dat? [ I  prob ab ly nodded yes . I would have agreed that de whole earth 
is de Word of God. ] Read de Psalms of David . Dey wus printed fo ' yo ' tub read 
an ' me too , an ' [ they ] say ,  "God has spoke tub de world an ' tole ' em all tub be 
good . "  Ah 'm talkin ' s low - a little loud an' a little hoarse - but chew g oin ' 
tub find dat readin ' in de Psalms o f  David . Ah can ' t  tell yo ' whut chap ter now 
but it shows de words are dere - "God spoke to de worl ' dese words . An '  de 
people of David heard , an '  God spoke dese words , say . • . •  " 

An '  God spoke to de watah , like ah 'm talkin ' tub yo ' ,  in de Psalms o f  David . 
God wrote da t .  God said , "Be yo ' ga thahed togethah an ' go back in one p lace an ' 
let de dry land appear . "  De watah went away . Yo ' read fo ' yo ' self , ah didn ' t  
print it , "De watah went away an ' dere wus a great noise . "  De cockle-shell is 
mah witness - it ' ll be yore witness today if yo ' want tub make a record of it . 
A dried cockle-shell out dere on de sand now [we are near the ocean] . Yo ' take 
it up an '  place it tub yore ear an ' yo ' ll hear a great roaring from de sea where 
de watah done gone obeyed God - at God ' s  own word . De cockle-shell is tub keep -
it covered up nuthin - but hit gives yo ' evidence dat de watahs went away wit a 
great noise an ' de earth come forth from de waters . Dat be ' s  true - hit all is 
true - de whole earth is de Word of God . 

N ow ,  back tub dis dus t ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ' bout . Ah 'm goin ' tell yo ' how tub 
git  dat dus t ,  if  yo ' want it , an ' g i t  de ' tenshun o f  God ' s  angel through de 
Bib le - an ' prove it tub yo ' .  

De p lace where ah gits dat from? All right . Ah know ah 'm no t tellin ' yo ' 
somepin yo ' ll go off  an ' tell to o ther peoples . Ah know dat . Well , yo ' have tuh 
go of a nigh t an '  find out whut de town de Bab e  o f  Be thlehem - yo ' ve heard an '  
read in yore lifetime dat de birth o f  Chris t wus in Bethlehem . Chris t  wus 
b irthed at de beas tses feet in Be thlehem , Jude a .  Well , he didn ' t  die right den . 
Thirty-odd yeahs of age when he died . He wus hung upon Calvary on a Roman cross 
three dreadfu. hours an '  died . An '  aftah he died he wus buried in a tomb o f  
Josenh of [ anything sounding remo tely like Arimathea] a rich man in [ the s ame 
place ] , one o f  his dis cip les . 

DIS I S  GOOD FO ' YO ' - ah ' m  talkin ' to yo ' now , it can ' t  fail . [ Is he trying 
to convert an old hoodoo-man like me? Yes , he ac tually thinks I am a hoodoo
man ! ]  
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Joseph an ' Nicodemus late in de evening on dat Friday evening aftah Chris t had 
died , dey went into Pilate ' s  Hall - yo ' read dis in de New Tes tament on de Cru
cifixion of Chris t .  When in Pilate ' s  Hall , dey asked dis ques tion [ after the 
following digression] . "Absolutation [ salutation] to Governor Pilate , King o f  de 
Jews , who wus j udge of de co ' t  in which Chris t wus convicted an ' condemned an ' 
did die . " Well , den dey taken his tes timony from King Herod , de j udge of  de Land 
of Judea an ' de j udge of de co ' t  of Chris t ' s  j urisdiction . Now , de ques tion wus 
dis . [Another digress ion . ]  Ah 'm [no t ]  talkin ' ' bout hearsay , ah 'm tellin ' yo ' 
' bout whut chew kin read an ' de records dey done made of  it . An '  ah git  chew 
down tuh de fundamental principles of  whut ah 'm talkin ' ' bout an '  come back home 
to yo ' [ later about the dus t ! ] .  

[ Finally , the ques tion ! ]  
De word wus , from Joseph , to de j udge of  de co ' t  of  Chris t ,  "Judge , we come 

heah tuh ask of thee permis sion fo ' takin ' de body o f  de crucified King down from 
de cross  an ' bury it in de earth - in de tomb . "  

Read de New Tes tament . All mah speech is whut ah knows . During dat , de j udge 
say to ' em ,  say ,  "We have a law - we are [no t ]  Jews [ this could be "We are Jews ? "  
meaning "Do you think we are Jews? " ]  - we have a l aw  when we crucify s trangers , 
tuh break both their leg-bone . " . Ah 'm talkin ' ' bout it to yo ' ,  but yo ' kin read 
it to know ah 'm  tellin ' de truth . "But fo ' a caus e , "  de j udge said , "we will not 
break this man ' s  laig-bone .  Take him an ' do as yo ' will with him .  Plague yore
self with him - take him down . " An '  dey did take him down an ' dey did not break 
Chris t ' s  laig-bone - take him down all as he wus an ' taken him tuh Joseph new 
tomb , that he had hewed out of a rock fo ' his own sepulchre but his - [what he ' s  
goin ' do with ] himself when he died , dat man wouldn ' t  wander whut he goin ' do wit 
Joseph ' s  body [when Joseph died ] . 

After dey got de commission from de j udge to take Chris t ' s  body down an ' not 
break his laigs , dey lay him whole in Joseph ' s  new tomb , his words wus whispered 
in de co ' ts ,  ' cause Chris t said , "Des troy dis body . "  His words wus whispered in 
de co ' t ,  sayin ' , "Destroy dis temple but in three days ah will raise it agin . " 
One of  de Jews heard him an ' it wus brought back to de j udge . De j udge j lDilp up 
an ' say ,  "That is what he say? Say in three days he will des troy dis temple -
he will raise it in three days . "  The bys tanders said , say ,  ' 'We know all de 
truth , ' cause it took our father Solomon forty-an ' -six years to build dis temple , 
an '  dis fellah said he ' ll raise it agin in three days . "  Dat brought disbelief in 
dey opinion , ' cause if  he died an ' did no t take dat word back .  

[ The name Solomon triggers the word wisdom . ] 
Now , whut ah 'm  gittin ' back to yo ' - to mah home start of  mah own wisdom . An '  

where ah gits  mah wis dom - it don ' t  fail no  man , can ' t  be  turned down . 
Dey taken de body an ' laid it  in Joseph ' s  new tomb late Friday evenin ' -

unders tand me now - late Friday evenin ' .  I t  s tay dere until de firs t day o f  de 
week , which leaves three days - on a Jewish Monday - an ' de firs t  day of  de week 
made de third day . An '  de body of Chris t wus raised up , not by man ' s  hand but 
by angels dat come from heaven an' rolled de s tone dat wus rolled an ' placed on 
de do ' of de sepulchre ovah de face of Chris t .  Hit lay dere three days . 

An '  on de third day about sunrise , early in de mornin ' , de firs t day o f  de 
week , two angels come from heaven an ' one disappeared , an ' one sit  on de s tone 
of' de do ' of de sepulchre dat King Herod had to ld his officers to "Take mah seal 
an ' seal de sepulchre s tone fo ' fear dat some of his followers might slip dere by 
night an ' steal him away an ' say dat he did ris e . "  An '  so dey sealed de do ' - de 
s tone around wit de King cement . Compare to  it , dis hard cement on de streets 
now , a man couldn ' t  break it even . Jes ' befo ' daylight God ' s  angels s tarted from 
heaven - two of dem . One sit on de feet on de s tone an ' de s tone wus rolled 
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away , an ' his countenance out shined de ligh t - '�is countenance an ' de g arment 
was lighter den de ligh t , brigh ter den de sun at noonday . "  

Two or three women come on down to de sepulchre talkin ' dese words . De two 
women dey come walkin ' an ' one woman said to de other two , " De Lawd said he goin ' 
tub rise de third day . "  Dat wus de third day a t  daylight .  About de time dey 
said dat , dey looked up an ' s aw one s i t t in '  upon de s tone whose countenance out
shined de sun at noonday , an ' whils t de women is talkin ' - Mary Mag dalene - an '  
Mary de - Mary , de Mother o f  Jesus - Mary , de Mother of James an ' de mother of 
another one - he r  name was Taobis , de third woman - dey got s care d .  An ' while 
dey s tand a-s cared , de angel on de s tone glanced at  dem an ' asked dis que s t ion , 
"Fear not .  Why seek yo ' de livin ' 'mong s t  de dead? " De angel ' s  voice s aid to 
' em ,  "I  know whom yo ' seek . " De women wus hurt , astonished .  De angel s aid to 
' em ,  '�o ' seek Jesus of Nazare th - de Nazarene who wus crucified , but he ' s  no t 
here . Come an ' see de p lace where de Lord lay , be cause he is risen as he said . 
An ' go ye into Galilee , an ' go an ' tell his bre thern to g o  into Galilee an ' dere 
yo ' will seek Jesus . "  

Now ah 'm  back [ !  ! ! ]  to why dat dus t dat rules de chur ch - de dus t dat rules 
skin games - de dus t dat rule de country o ther den in de home - de portions of  
dus t dat  rules de  contrary wife at home , dat uns atis factory to he r husb and , an '  
come up to be a lunati c - a world-wide s inful hab i t  - d e  dus t ah 'm talkin ' ' b out 
which is de Word of  God . Jesus ' Name is  de Word of God . Yo ' believe dat ? [ I  
nodded yes ? ] _Jesus is de Name - is de Word of God . 

[ I  tactfully sugges t something about dust while machine is s topped . ]  
Dat all right - ah comin ' on back down to yo ' now , git it up to zo ' ,  so yo ' 

kin go t ub  de Bib le an ' read it , know i t  righ t , an '  git de wisdom from God ' s  
heaven . Dat ' s  de greates ' wisdom dey ever has been - dis thing 'bout God ' s  high 
heaven , ain ' t  i t ?  All right . 

Well , dat mawnin ' de firs ' day of  de week de three women looked an ' saw one 
comin ' - dey saw de Jesus dat wus crucified , dead an ' burie d .  He re z ' d  up dis 
Monday mawnin ' ,  dat firs ' day of  de week . An '  his mo ther , Mary , de mother of 
Jesus , run t ub  him - now , dis is gospel - run tub lay han ' s  upon him . Jesus , 
her son , lif ted his voi ce an ' said tub her , "Woman , tech me not , fo ' ah have no t 
yet ' s cended to yo ' God nor my God . " He wouldn ' t  le t his maw tech him .  Aftah 
his  resurrection [ I  turn o f f  my machine ! ]  

Ev ' ry town de children undah twelve yeahs o f  age - dere des cendents became 
[ I  turn off  machine . ]  An '  his mo ther an ' adop ted father Joseph spent a day or 
two in crowds hunting to seek where dere lit t le boy wus . He wus all righ t . An '  
dey found him in the lawyers ' an ' doctors ' office asking an ' answering questions . 
He could answer all dere que s t ions - dey couldn ' t  answer him no t a one . Well , 
dat bein ' true - he wus nuthin but a twelve year ole boy . 

Now , ah 'm comin ' back down to [more sermon] . 
Btrt today ah 'm tellin ' yo ' whut chew kin do an ' whut ah does do . Ah don ' t  rob 

nobody but ah does j e s '  in wisdom ' s  way as God would [ sermon continues ] . 
Yo ' kin go to any tomb - yore j udgment will tell yo ' a child is buried in de 

earth . So  i t  look like les s ' n  [ less than] a twelve year ole boy - by a child , by 
de leng th of de tomb . I s  dat right ?  [You can identify a child ' s  g rave . ] 

[At las t !  We reach the dus t - from the Babe of Beth lehem 's  Tomb . ] 
De wisdom � God through conversion will tell yo ' which is de Babe of Beth le

hem 's Tomb by vir tue , by length an ' by s i ze .  Dey does to a certain extent in dat 
tomb which ah could learn yo '  later in de virtue of dat same - de dus t out of  dat 
_tomb - it ' s  a virtuous tomb of  de Babe of Beth lehem Tomb . Fo ' fo ' teen yeahs ah 
have made part of my livin ' in learning by dis handful of dus t from de Babe of 
Be th lehem 's Tomb . Ah tell yo ' dis truth ' bout it . 
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Ah go dere after de sun go down . Ah gits down on mah knees , Our FatheP who 
aPt in heaven . . . an ' not moving none of dat dus t ' cuz dat dus t is de Word of God . 
Yo ' know Jesus wus de Son of  God , doesn ' t  yo ' ?  Well ,· dat whole tomb is de b aby 
tomb - de Babe of Be th lehem.  Praying de  FatheP 's PPayeP , ah does git a handful , 
�ah makes addition to i t  a wisdom of  one part - j es ' a real (wis dom) [ comment 
by my trans criber] - a dirt daub er ' s  hut . 

(A dirt daub er ' s  �hat ? )  
A dirt dauber got a wisdom dat yo '  an ' yore mother nevah ain ' t learnt . Yo ' 

didn ' t  know dat? Well , a dirt dauber has got mo ' wisdom - ah don ' t  s ay mo ' 
-� - ah ' ve proved dat fo ' fo ' teen yeahs . I t ' s  got mo ' wisdom den any m an  or 
woman dat  evah lived . Let me speak a word or  two of  dat to yo ' an ' where dat 
wisdom come from . 

(All right • ) 
[This , I said years ago . Now , that I am the old man ' s  age ,  I am g rateful for 

the younger man ' s  reply . ] 
Fo ' in any buildin ' dat yo ' seen a dirt daub er ' s  nes t - yo ' ve s een ' em  ain ' t  

chew? Well , dey have do ' s  to dem - have regular - have ridge lak mah fingah dere 
anr-in each ridge dey make a do ' .  He fetch de mud in his mouf . Ah don ' t know as 
yo ' evah heard one s ing . Yo ' haven ' t  hear ' em? No ? A dirt dauber he s ings when 
he is makin ' his nes t . He ' s  Second Person tub God - dat Wisdom . An ' then he 
gits  his nes t done , he seals up de do ' wit mud an ' - places one aig way b ack in 
de b ack of dat mud nes t  an '  seals it up . No dew can ' t  git to· it - no rain can ' t  
git to it - no fog can ' t  git to i t . Dat dry aig an ' dat daub dat de thing 
[ dauber] made in dere hit ' s  tomb dus t dry - hit don ' t  nevah git  mois t . 

Dat ' s  mah life ah 'm livin ' - dat ' s  mah wisdom life . All right . 
He lays his aig - he finishes his nest in de spring an ' cements i t  hard -

let ' s  it dry hard surface . An '  de aig dat he put b ack in dere s tay all summer , 
dry , an ' de dirt dauber ketches dead flies - ketches little candle- flies from de 
light of de ' lectric lights in de night an ' carry dem s traightway - fetch dat fly 
an ' puts him in dose  holes dat chew s ee in dem nes tses , but when yo ' s ee de nes t  
i t  done sealed up . Whut h e  put in dere dat candle- fly . Dirt daubers dey only 
eat dead flies - b rains , dead candle- flies ' b rains dry as dey kin be . Yo ' kin 
crushin ' dat nes t up an ' see it in dere , s tayed all de winter . Dat aig stays in 
de nest dry all de winter an ' all de freezing come - cold wave , cold rains out
do ' s  don ' t  bother dat aig . No watah go into it , no - nuthin but a dry-mud nes t . 
Dis is wis dom . An '  he stay dere - he ain ' t  comin ' out until April or  May . An '  
when he comes out , when de dirt dauber comes out - ah 'm talkin ' 'bout de dirt 
dauber , dis is wisdom . De dirt dauber he cuts de do ' out when - yo ' seed i t  
stayed in dere a l l  summer an '  res t a l l  d e  winter .  Freezing outdo ' s  it ' s  all 
righ t . He stay dere until de winter gits ovah , till ' bout a month from now . 
Next mont ' yo ' kin see dirt daubers crawling round in de hous e . Ah bet  chew 
seen ' em  - he ' s  got all his wings on him , a young dirt dauber crawlin ' on de 
glass-pane windows , tryin ' tuh git  chance tuh git out . Have yo ' seen dat ? 

[I mus t have nodded "yes • " ]  
All righ t , now ah ' ll go ' head . Dat ' s  mah wisdom ah ' m 'bout . Ah 'm as tin ' yo ' 

a question . C an  yo ' see in de worl ' dat aig stayed dere dry subj e c t - nuthin tuh 
eat - no watah tuh drink - couldn ' t  eat dem dry b rains , dos e  dead fly b rains • 
[wings ]  an ' caterpillar sheds - yo ' kin see ' em when dey b reak de shell . Haven ' t  
yo ' nevah opened de nes t an '  s een somethin ' ?  Yo ' nevah did? Well , ah 'm tellin ' 
yo 1 whut 1 s  righ t . Well , dat aig is de wis dom dat chure mother ' s  nevah tole yo ' 
'bout , or  mah mothah nevah tole 'bout . Ah nevah didn ' t  think about it . An 1  ah 
cain 1 t  tell yo ' an ' yo ' cain ' t  tell me how hit lived an ' kep t solid an '  dry an ' 
come alive an ' cut hit ' s  own way out . Yo ' have seen ' em crawlin ' on de windah ? 
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He done dat . If  ah ' d  broke it  an ' given it watah tuh drink or eithah daid flies 
tuh eat , why den ah couldn ' t  seal it up no mo ' .  Ah couldn ' t  put no life in it , 
could I ?  All right . He ' s  got his life in him , his wings an '  he ' s  goin ' out in 
de summer an ' build him a nes t  an ' raise him some young uns [ ones ] , ' cus dat ' s  
de way dey come . If  dat ain ' t  wis dom above any man ' s  or woman ' s  wisdom , ah don ' t  
know which ways yo ' go tuh find it . 

Well , now , let me see . Heah ' s whut ah learnt ' bout it . De way ah git de use 
an '  de wisdom of de young dirt dauber , ah go after night . Ah don ' t  go to evah
body in town talkin ' like dis . Yes sir , ah don ' t  go tuh evahbody ever 1where an ' 
tellin ' ever ' body dis - AH 'M  TALKIN ' TUH YO ' ,  A MAN DAT ' S  OUT TUH LEARN SOMEPIN . 

Well , now , dat dirt dauber he ' s  gone on off an ' he gits his own mud an ' go tub 
raisin ' his own young tm by put tin ' him de aig in his nes t . De ole dirt dauber 
done gone . Now , let see whut de yotmg un ' s  goin ' git out dat - dis heah new one . 
De man gittin ' de wisdom outa dat , whut does dey do? De wisdom of dat young dirt 
dauber aig dat de ole ones · has hatched in de summertime an '  raised de yotmg tms . 
DE DUST OF DAT NEST IS  DE DUST OF DE "TOMB OF DE BABE OF BETHLEHEM" - DE WORD OF 
DE EARTH . De earth is got words . 

(You say that dus t of  the dirt dauber ' s  nes t is the same thing as the dirt 
from the Tomb of the Chi ld of Beth lehem ? The s ame thing ? )  

Dat ' s  whut ' tis . All dus t is de Word o f  God . 
(Why is all dus t the Word of God? )  
Cuz God spoke de dus t from tmdah de  waters . 
Ah 'm goin ' slow [ so that ] yo ' kin tmders tand me . 
De tomb dat de Lord Jesus ' body wus laid into had been ready . Have yo ' nevah 

hear a man say dat dey had anothah [person]  or a baby laid in dat tomb wit him? 
Yo ' nevah have , have yo ' ?  Yo ' haven ' t  heard no man say dat anyone could go dere 
an ' s lip a new baby in dere from Friday until Monday? Have yo ' evah heard any
body say dey did believe dat anybody slipped into Chris t ' s  sepulchre an ' Joseph ' s  
new tomb in de s tone ? Have yo ' evah read or heard any man , regardless tuh who he 
is , say dat dey believe or seen signs dat anyone could s lip dere an ' s lip a baby 
in dere on dat Monday mawnin ' befo ' day?  Yo ' haven ' t  heard dat , have yo ' ? Dey 
couldn ' t  do it . Den Jesus ' body wus in dere warn ' t  it?  Ah 'm talkin ' plain . De 
body , yo ' know , wus dere , cuz de king men cement [king ' s  men cemented]  an '  sealed 
it  around de s tone dat nobody could git dere . Yo ' unders tand dat ? No soul -
body - nuthin in dere but Jesus ' dead body . 

Yo ' tmderstand dat . AH ' LL COMMENT A LITTLE WHILE JES ' [ TO] GIVE YO ' A CHANCE 
TO KETCH HOLD OF MAR SOUND . [How could anyone keep a s traight face after that ! 
Here ' s  the irrepressible , the uns toppable preacher I have known since a choirboy 
of  nine - this one delightful . ]  Ah ' m  gittin ' back now to de dirt dauber nes t , 
whut he put in his nes t .  From Friday evenin ' until Monday mawnin ' stmrise , at de 
first dawn of day , Chris t got up out of dat eart ' bed which wus de tomb . Yo ' 
understand dat? He got up a livin ' body . He died from crucifixion an '  den wit 
his word , say in ' , "In three days ah '  11 rise - ah ' 11 raise de temple agin . " Yo ' 
got dat ? He done dat , didn ' t  he ? 

Well , dat ' s  de interpretation of de dirt dauber ' s  today .  
Now , ah ' m  comin ' back down home . Ah have twelve - fo ' teen yeahs experience of 

comparatively - dat de dirt dauber aig of being a live sustaining , breathing of  
insects without no  watah , without any dew , without any meat - wi thout anything 
atall - nuthin . Yo ' don ' t  know where dat aig come from . Ah don ' t  know where dat 
aig come from . All dat ah know about it  is dat ah know i t  comes a live dirt 
dauber out of  dat dry nes t .  Ah have tuh potmd it up , potmd it up ,  an ' he some
times got wings an '  sometimes he ain ' t  got no wings , but he livin ' j es '  de s ame .  
An '  he ain ' t  eat nuthin nor drink nuthin - dat ' s  back to de Babe of Beth lehem 's 
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Tomb . Now , ah ' m  comin ' b ack to it - talkin ' ' bout mah work . Ah haven ' t  sold 
nuthin ttih nobody an ' ah haven ' t  sold anythin ' to anybody tuh make a fortune . 
I f  ah had , ah wouldn ' t  be so po ' as ah am now . But ah shore have fo ' teen yeahs 
experience dat a handful of dust from de left-hand side - ah ' m tellin ' yo ' now 
[ the great secret , the formula , is finally revealed ! ]  - from de left-hand side 
of a baby ' s grave or tomb , dat is lessen den twelve yeahs of age by yore best 
j udgment - j es ' one handful of de dust combined wit de Word of God is a ever
living instrument unfathomed by man . Yo ' don ' t  know how come it ' ll bring peace . 
I t ' ll bring peace in homes where de wife an ' husband have parted - de wife gain ' 
one way an ' de husband gain ' de othah after livin ' together 25  or 30 yeahs , an ' 
nobody don ' t know how comin ' .  Ah know how comin ' , but ah won ' t go into dat de
tails now . Ah could tell yo '  but ah don ' t  want tuh go too fur out . Ah knows 
how it ' s  done . But dis handful of dust from de Babe of Be thlehem 's Tomb - ah 
cain ' t  gi t it , nevah have at tempted tuh git it in de dayt ime . Ah gits it by 
praying de Father ' s  Prayer at night , in a tomb , in a [grave ]yard , regardless  to 
de color of who it wus buried dere . Ah go - ah don ' t steal it  - an ' pray an ' buy 
a handful of dust from de left-hand side of little Babe of Be th lehem 's Tomb . 
See , every chile [ every dead child is the Babe of Be th lehem ] . 

Dis dust ah 'm talkin ' 'bout is  de Word o f  God . God ' s Word is  tuh bring peace 
out of confusion . Yo ' believe dat ? God ' s Word is a peaceable God . He ' s  a mer
ciful God an ' His ways is past findin ' out . His ways are everlastin ' .  Ah ' m  
talkin ' 'bout God now . Ah ' m  talkin ' [now] 'bout dat dirt dauber ' s  way . D e  dirt 
dauber - de way dat seed or aig wus put in dere , nobody don ' t  know . Ah don ' t  
know , but ah do know whut it b ring s out . I t  b ring s out a livin ' dirt dauber . 
I t  don ' t harm nobody .  It  go to de mudhole , gits a b atch of mud in its mouth , 
comes in an '  goes to de nest  an ' put it on his nest . He ain ' t  fightin ' against 
nobody , but his own aig he leave . He does lay in dat nest an ' seals it up an ' 
goes on 'bout his business - flies on away by de order of Almighty God . De wis
dom an ' birth an ' life of de Almighty God , de dirt dauber is mavin ' onto it . 
Co ' se we gittin 1  a little further on now t o  it  - de work o f  dat . 

As a hen lays aig s tuh raise b iddies - dat right , a hen on de yard lays her 
aigs an ' yo ' let her set she ' ll hatch biddies , young chickens . Biddy , dat ' s  a 
young chicken . When a hen hatch a dozen aig s she hatch a dozen b iddies . De ' re 
biddie s until dey git up large enough tub eat , den dey are chickens . But dey 
are biddies when dey j es '  come out de aigs . 

(You mean they are like little b iddies . )  (Not b itties . )  [The latter paren
thesis , by my transcriber , comments upon the former parenthesis , mine . ] 

Like de dirt dauber aig comes out o f  de nest  an '  de dirt dauber put hit in , 
hit ' s  a young dirt dauber tuh start with , but he ain ' t  got no wing s until a cer
tain number of weeks de wings bust out , an ' den he comes out an ' gits on de twig 
an ' go on about as he please , where he please . Well , dat ' s  wisdom . An ' de mes
sage might be to yo ' ,  well , how ah learned dat . �learnt dat by bein ' de ser
vant in de wisdom of de Almighty God . 

Dat dust from the Babe of Be th lehem 's tomb is certainly coined , namely ,  in 
three names put in de dust of  de Babe of Be th lehem 's tomb . I t  not ready fo ' 
service until ah do mah wisdom . Ah put into dat - ah crush dat ole dirt dauber 
n� tses up into three tablespoonfuls , put in one "In [ the ] Name of  de Father " -
second one "an 1 of  de Son" , dat 1 s Jesus - de third of de three dirt dauber nests 
in dat two dusts , all right , hit brings forth an Angel from God ' s  Kingdom . Hit 
rules yore home - it rules anybody ' s  home . It brings love where confusion would 
be . To do dat ah have tuh pray befo ' ah git it . Ah have tuh pray befo ' ah use 
it  an ' pray all de time . 

I t ' s  nuthin whut ah heered . I t  whut ah experienced by de wisdom of  de Lord 
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Jesus . Dat rules de world . Now , ah 'm near to conclusion of whut wisdom will do 
an ' be learned , an ' let yo ' 1� dat wisdom in dat dirt . 

(Now wait - you put these three spoonfuls o f  this dirt dauber ' s  nest  into 
the graveyard dirt , don ' t you? You mean you have three spoonfuls of that dirt 
dauber ' s  nes t and you name them the Father , Son and Holy Ghos t .  You put that 
into this graveyard dirt - that tomb dirt . )  

Well , dat [Holy Ghost ? ] call de Angel by de Father ' s  Prayer fer tub come on 
back down to de tomb an '  go with yo ' in yore home , recognizing God ' s  Word tub be 
an everlas tin ' Word , ' cus dem three put in - de firs t one "de Name of God" -
second one "an ' of de Son" , de Lord Jesus - de third one "an ' of  de Holy Ghost . "  
Dat ' s  de Trinity of  de three God-heads . Yeah , outside of dese three spirits in 
heaven , de Lord Jesus say ,  dem three spirits is one - God de Father , God de Son , 
an ' God de Holy Ghost .  De Holy Ghos t means God in God - lak yo ' hold a ring on 
yore finger , yo ' cain ' t  see where it  is  put together , yo ' can ' t  see where it  come 
to an ' end , can yo ' .  Or even a diamond ring - it ' s  a ring all tole [whole ] . 
Well , God is God all tole , an ' yo ' cain ' t  learn nuthin outside o f  whut chew 
learn from heaven ' s  three God-head . Well , mah contention is . 

(Now , this is your principal power - using this dirt . Thi s mixture is  your 
principal power in doing your work . That the idea? That ' s  your wisdom in mos t 
of the work you do - is using this stuff that you have prepared from the Tomb of 
the Chi ld of Be th lehem and the dirt dauber ' s  nest? ) 

I t ' s  de real Wisdom of God . 
(Now , you were going to tell me a moment ago how this man and woman - how 

there was confusion made in the home . Suppose you tell me how that confusion 
was made and how you could bring peace . Can you tell me that ? )  

Ah can . Well , confusion comes in diff ' rent ways . Now ah have t ub  speak some 
words dat chew don ' t  unders tand , but ah know ah be tellin ' de truth . 

'Mongs t white an ' colored , wimmens an ' mens , den dey goes tub work an ' brings 
a evil spirit in homes . A woman an ' husband dat is married 2 5  or 40 yeahs - some 
of ' em got half-grown grandchildren . Yit dey git where dey can ' t  agree - dey ' ll 
quarrel at de table . De husband come in , if somethin ' tub eat don ' t  suit him , or 
if he go off an ' spend some money an ' his wife see somepin dat he bought an ' it 
don ' t  suit her - well , dat brings [breaks ] peace . Yo ' don ' t  want chure wife to 
grumble at chew when yo ' done spent chure money fo ' a good purpose . If she comes 
in a-grumblin ' at chew - ah 'm only speakin ' now an ' yo ' know yo ' done yore duty 
an ' yo ' know yo ' done right , if anybody ' cuse yo ' of doin ' somepin wrong yo ' 
don ' t  like it  • 

. A man is his wife ' s  one flesh . Let me ' splain yo ' dat . De Lord Jesus say 
dese words - ah don ' t  know if ah would talk if  ah wusn ' t  talkin ' 'bout Jesus -
see , ah ain ' t  goin ' lie now . De Lord Jesus ' word says - course ah wus a Negro 
pastor fo ' 2 5  years an ' ah didn ' t  learn foolishness outa dat - ah learned de 
wisdom of God . De Lord Jesus said , ' 'When man an ' woman have thus agreed an '  
have covenated each to the other as Rebecca an '  Isaac did , dat man an ' dat woman 
are no mo ' twain . "  Twain means twins an '  twins are two persons ain ' t  dey , but 
Jesus said dey one flesh . _De time has come - ah 'm goin ' say it cuz ah know ah 'm 
tellin ' de  truth - when Grand Co ' t  cain ' t  hardly run de two weeks session but dey 
take a whole week of it  in divorce cases . I s  dat right?  

Well , dem 4ivorce cases shows confusion , don ' t  it?  Ah don ' t  want to git too 
fur , cuz ah wanta tell de truth . De j udge is gota give hearin ' to  every case 
comes befo ' him .  I f  a woman got s ome ' s cuse against a man an ' wants divorce or 
de man has somepin ' g ins t de woman - accusation , whether it true or not , de co ' t  
gota hear it an ' g ive j udgment to it  accordin ' .  Dat bein ' true hit brings de 
evil spirit in , fo ' de man musta seen anothah woman he want - dis marks de 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork - 1333 

pos ition out - ah make i t  all right . Or , de woman mus ta  seen anothah man dat 
she want an ' has taken s i des dat she ought not to , rep resent in ' de third party . 
Bring peace an ' come it . Well , tuh do whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout - ah wus a married 
man one time , an '  ah learnt whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout from exp erience . Ah didn ' t  
see it , but it come tuh mah mind dat a se cond cous in mus t have vis i ted  mah wi fe . 
Well , she got so an ' whut ah used  tuh do - whut li t t le money ah used tuh make 
wouldn ' t s atis fy he r .  She got so aft ah whi le dat it didn ' t s ati s fy her an ' make 
her - an '  wouldn ' t treat me right , wouldn ' t  talk to me right , wouldn ' t  act 
right - disobey mah orders when ah know dat ah wus livin ' right . Den ah begin 
tuh look an ' see whut ' s  de t roub le , aft ah de third party , de man got in . An ' 
dat brings peace in de home , a b aby ' s  tomb dus t - which is de Word o f  God - will 
s t and when burning wood is on fire . De use of dat tuh mah bus iness fo ' 14 yeahs 
[ I  used  that for 14 years in my bus ines s )  - wit de two dus t of de Babe of Be th
lehem - showin ' yo ' de vi rtue an ' de good o f  de aig dat de dirt dauber put away 
did accumulate an ' come forth in de livin ' dirt dauber . 

(Well , how do you use that to b ring peace into the home ? ) 
Fixin ' tuh tell yo ' now . Dem three t ab lespoonfuls o f  de dirt dauber - course 

ah ' m  learnin ' tuh yo ' dat an ' ' splainin ' to yo ' dat ah nevah has le arnt nor spoke 
to nobody s ince ah been a man . Well , ah seen yore lookout [ contact man ) , an ' 
yore work prove s  tuh me it ' s  n o t  to b e  a des t ruct ion an ' b ind nobody [wi th deb t ) ,  
nor put nob ody in pris ion - hit ' s  a vi rtue dat chew want a le arn yoreself , cuz 
j es '  how a man learns , dat ' s  how he gits his livin ' .  Dat bein ' true , the dus t 
from de Babe of Be th lehem 's  Tomb , he takes - ah tell yo ' de fellah take de s ame 
tab lespoon - sure as ah know ah didn ' t  s teal it - an ' me as ure three spoon ful o f  
sug ah from a t in - h ave ab out a ni ckel ' s  worth . Have d a t  t ab lespoonful o f  sugah 
put in where de dirt dauber nes t  an ' de b aby ' s  tomb dus t , an ' mix an ' stir i t  
good . Ah go an ' me as ure a tablespoonful o f  sug ah - s ug ah sweeten anything i t  go 
into , won ' t i t ?  Dat ' s  whut i t ' s  made fo ' - fo ' swee ten ' .  Ah put firs t a t ab le
spoonful , "In de Name of de Father , "  s econd t ab lespoonful den "of  de Son" - tell
ing yo ' dis dat ah nevah tole a man b e fo ' - de third an ' las ' t ab lespoonful - o f  
s ug ah - rep resent de faith d a t  chew ' ll p ray d e  Father ' s  Prayer wit t o  git  a angel 
tuh go eve rywhere in every bus iness - in everywhere yo ' doin ' bus iness - even in 
de skin game - or even in de church - if  yo ' pray de Father ' s  Prayer yo ' ll win 
eve ry time . Dat ' s  de nece s s i ty an ' de goodnes s o f  - an ' de evidence o f  dat wise 
aig laid by de dirt dauber b ack - an ' de wis dom dat comes from above by a angel  -
it ' s  de Father ' s  Prayer ah p rays when ah go git  i t . Ah nevah has tried tuh git 
none of i t  till ah git down on mah knees among tomb s tone s an ' pr ay ,  "Our Father 
who are in heaven • • • •  " Ah don ' t  give it no money . Yo ' is de firs t white man ah 
evah talk to in dat particular . Ah tell yo ' whut ah ' m  paying fo ' it i f  yo ' want 
me to . 

(What is i t ? ) 
De way ah pays fo ' dat handful o f  de Lord God ' s  Word from in de mids t o f  de 

Babe of Be th lehem ' s  Tomb , ah take a li t tle cle an white s c rubbed cloth represent
ing de pure white linen of dat Joseph an ' Nicodemus purchase when dey buried de 
b ody of Chri s t . Yo ' always known dat , he ard dat , how dey pur chased pure white 
linen an ' swathed de body o f  Chris t - you have read dat , ah hope yo ' have . Well , 
di� li t t le white s crap dat ah use into dis rep resents dat to de - nevah will be 
forgot ten . Cuz de - don ' t  need no money - he ' ll nevah have no money , b ut de re 
s omewhere yo ' us e p lenty o f  money but no t in dis case . Hi t all wus from de Al
mighty Word of God ' caus e dat brings a angel from he aven - into church , in a skin 
game , in de home place , or in any bus iness yo ' go into , i f  yo ' prays de Fathe� of 
God 's P�ayer firs t , yo ' will win every time . Befo ' yo ' us e de dus t from de Tomb 
of dB Babe of Be th lehem , if  yo ' wi fe got mad an '  lef t  yo ' fo ' anothah man , pray 
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de Lord Firs t Prayer , "Our Father in Heaven . "  An '  call - yo ' got a call three 
calls , "Little Baby , Little Baby , Little Baby . "  Don ' t  wait to hear nuthin . See , 
ah didn ' t  hear nuthin when ah called it out now . "In de Name of de Father an ' of  
de Son an ' of  de Holy Ghos t ,  ah want chew tuh help me right heah . Do it fo ' me 
In de Name of de Father ,  Son an '  de Holy Ghos t . "  Dat prayer go on back to de 
wise God in heaven , an ' de angel comes on down wherevah yo ' at . 

Dat ' s  de firs t an ' de las t of  any man if  he goin ' live as long as Christ  want 
chew tuh live an ' die , when yo ' git ready , ain ' t  chew? Well , all right . 

De dust from de Babe 's Tomb of Be th lehem is de Word of God an ' it shall nevah 
pass  away . An '  unless  yo ' prays de Father 's �ayer in de beginnin ' or anywheres 
yo ' go , nuthin yo ' try tuh make money out of - yo ' ll make a failure - make a b ig 
show - start on out but unless yo ' got de Wo rd o f  God 's  Prayer into it , yo ' ll 
lose it by - but de Lord ' s  Word in prayer , yo ' kin go to New York wi t it - yo ' 
kin go to New Jersey wit it - yo ' go to anywhere in de world tub make money - de 
dus t from de Tomb of de Babe of Be th lehem will be with yo ' .  I f  yo ' wanta make a 
thousand dollahs somewhere , yo ' [ go ]  dere an ' pray de Father 's  Prayer an '  take 
dat package an ' put it where yo ' wanta do business .  Pray de Father 's Prayer . 
De dust from de Babe of Be th lehem 's Tomb is de Word of God an '  no man can ' t beat 
nuthin about de Word of God . 

Well , now , ah think ah ' ve did purtty well - ah hope yo ' got it in yore mind . 
(Now , j us t  one thing you forgot to tell me . Hbw is the Tomb of David [see 

note later]  the same as the Tomb of the Chi ld of Be th lehem? You didn ' t  tell me 
that did you? } 

De Tomb of de Babe of Be th lehem - not - ah beg yore pardon - de Tomb of David. 
Hit ' s  de Babe of Be th lehem - dat ' s  Jesus . 

(Well , what about the Tomb of David? Did you say anything about the Tomb of 
David? } 

Ah said David heard de voice of [ something ] . 
(You meant the tomb of the child? You didn ! t  mean the Tomb of David - the 

Tomb of the Chi ld of Be th lehem ? }  
Yes sir . 
( I  want to hear what s ome of these people say they do to do harm - give you 

bad luck . How would they make them move out next door? } 
Tub make ' em move - git ' em out from livin ' so  close to yo ' - move o ff - git 

ready tuh go an ' git up an ' go - dat ' s  de jomoo work . Dat ' s  de jomoo work do 
dat • • • •  He do dat wit snake charms . 

(Your work is done through this Word of God - means that you bring peace to 
families and helping them - getting j obs and things of that sort . }  

( Is there something else you wanted to tell me about your work? } 
Well , ah ' ll tell yo ' .  
Dere is a set of men - don ' t tell yo ' whut ah think about - whut ah knows -

white an '  colored dat reads cards . Dey go in de woods an ' git serpents an '  z!! 
three drops of b lood from under a serpent ' s  belly.  See , God tole - said tub de 
serpent , "All de days of yore life shall yo ' go upon yore belly . "  Dat ' s right -
God said dat didn ' t he? "An ' yo ' shall live upon de dust of de earth . "  An '  
God ' s  Word s tands firm - de snake can ' t climb a tree . Ah ' m answerin ' yore 
ques tion . 

De way dis .peace is broke in homes - dere is men dat makes a bettah livin ' in 
life den ah has made , ah don ' t  make it dat way . Dey will go in de woods an ' kill 
de serpents near de earth an ' take his blood an '  some of his bones , an ' parch it 
an ' make a dust out of it , an '  place it under yore do ' s teps or inside yore rooms 
an ' yo ' won ' t  s tay dere . Yo ' cain ' t see it - hit cain ' t  make no fog . Tain ' t  
like kerosene [ ? ]  dat ket ch  a fog , but chew goin ' move . 
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[No longer remembering the meaning of  the preceding word fog , I can only guess 
that kerosene will ketah a fog = leave a s tain . ] 

An '  if yo ' got  a wife an ' anothah fellah wants her an ' he goes to de jomoo 
man , which do dat - dat ' s  whut bring ' em  into de grand co ' t  an ' othah co ' t  is dat 
evil jomoo man done put his poison dus t .  

(When you were a young boy what did they call that type of work? That special 
type of work? What did they call it ? )  

Dey called it aunjure - aunjurin ' .  
(Were you born here in Georgia or  South Carolina? )  
Ah wus bow ' n  in No ' th Ca ' lina - Goldsboro , No ' th Ca ' lina . 
(This old fellow was so long-winded that I went over one cylinder again and 

los t one and a hal f .  I don ' t know j us t  what part it  was but I think I can make 
enough out of this for a s tory . )  

(End of 1213 . )  
[The preceding comment made immediately after informant left the room shows 

how unfair a quick j udgment can be . He was long-winded ,  but sincere and hones t -
also mos t interes ting despite the curtness of  my remark . Actually , more than two 
cylinders of material were ruined ; including how he had los t his las t church 
(wife trouble I think) , and something about the Tomb of David mentioned in the 
text . This loss I - no t endowed with too much WisdOm of God - blamed on the old 
gentleman rather than on my own failure and the rough-and-tumb Ze of collecting 
conditions • ] 

' 'HUSTLIN ' WOMAN" - FROM A PROFESSIONAL HOUSE 

YOU WEAR EITHAH ONE OF THESE MEDALS OR A CRUCIFIX 
AROUN ' YOUR NECK AN ' KEEP IT INSIDE YOUR CWTHING • • •  

AS OFTEN AS YOU ·SHOULD HAPPEN TUH KETCH A "TRICK" 
TAKE THAT THING OUT • • •  HOLD IT IN YOUR HAND • • •  SAY 
"LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME IN WHUT I 'M ABOUT TUH DO" 

PUT IT BACK INSIDE YOUR DRESS 
THAT 'S REAL LUCKY 

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[We have already met hust ling women and sporting peop Ze (see BEER, p . 672 ) . 
Here is one in the flesh to speak for herself ,  informant 950 . She comes from a 
professional house in Memphis , though off  and on she has been a s treet-walker .  
Her material i s  on cylinders B74 : 1-B77 : 15 = 1532-1535 . ]  

I f  you ' re stayin ' heah and somebody didn ' t like you an ' they wanted you to 
move , why they could come roun ' your door in the early hour of the mornin ' before 
anybody ' s  up , an ' they could sprinkle salt where you have to walk out an ' walk 
o� that salt . I f  they can get a chance an ' i t ' s  a roomin ' house an ' the land
lady wants you to move an ' she can get into your room , she ' ll sprinkle salt all 
aroun ' the baseboard an ' cut a onion in half an ' hang a piece in opposite cornahs 
[ points to them ] an ' you ' ll move in less than six days . 

( In opposite corners of the ceiling ? )  
Yessuh . 
You can go into that room an ' sweep it  out good an ' scrub it  out with lye -
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lye watah wi th about ten or twelve drops o f  oil o f  bergamine [bergamo t ]  an ' 
cinnamon in that watah . S crub the room out an ' don ' t  rinse the floor o f f , j es ' 
leave it  on there . An '  burn incense in each o f  the co rnahs an ' put a lit tle 
patch righ t in the middle o f  the floor [ fo rming a quincunx - see 2 57 6 , p . 7 10 ] , 
an ' close the room down an ' you ' ll ren t that room in two or  three days . You 
keep everybody out [ o f  tha t  room after it has b een dressed] . 

I f  someone wants to do you harm an ' you know , you hear about it . Yo ' kin go 
to the drug sto ' an ' buy you some saltpe ter . An ' de watah [ from you ] - ins tead 
of urinatin ' ,  j es ' use it into some thin ' that chew can po ' it in to a tub . An '  
put that saltpeter in there an ' take a b ath in i t  an ' dry yourself o f f  real good . 
They can ' t  do you any harm . 

You kin do the same thing tha t  I told you about movin ' .  They can take s al t , 
if  you are livin ' in a place an ' they wan t chew to move ; an ' you don ' t  want any
body else to s tay there . You can sp rinkle salt all ovah that house an ' then go 
to the drug s to '  an ' buy a ten- cen t bot tle of sulphur flowers [ flowers o f  sul
phur = sub limed sulphur] an ' burn it  in to that room - j es ' any lit tle place that 
chew could burn it , that it won ' t  be seen . When you light it  i t ' ll [ she puf fs ] 
go up [ flare up ] like that . Then come on out an ' close the do ' .  Nobody s tay in 
that house . 

I f  you go to a place an ' your luck is b ad , y9u can go where the road mee ts 
like that [ demons trates ] .  It  b e  b e t tah to go in the nigh ttime . You go to the 
_fo ' ks of those roads an ' you go t to stoop down to urinate an ' you take a lit tle 
s t i ck an ' draw a ci rcle around it  an ' cross  it  in there like tha t  an ' walk b ack
wards ten s teps an ' turn roun ' an ' come on back . That ' ll make your luck good if 
it ' s  b ad . 

I f  you have a man an ' that man is tryin ' to leave you , wan ts to leave you . I f  
he takes a b a th an ' you can persuade him to le t you cut his toenails an ' f inger
nails an ' s crape the b o t tom o f  his fee t . An ' s crape his fee t on a piece o f  news
paper , cut de toenails an ' le t ' em [ fall ]  on a piece of papah , an ' fingernai ls . 
An ' fold ' em up an ' put ' em in a lit tle match b ox o r  any kind of a b ox an ' close 
it up an ' take it outside - if you can , ge t it undah your fron t do ' s tep . Dig a 
li ttle hole an ' bury i t  undah the do ' s teps , an ' on the ninth mawnin ' you take i t  
up , an ' then all of that s tuff tha t  hasn ' t  dried up , put it  i n  a pile an ' put 
some incense aroun ' it an ' bury i t , an ' he ' ll s tay there . He won ' t  leave . 

I f  you have a frien ' that wants you , maybe tha ' chure no t so inarmured wi th , 
an ' she want , she can git a lo ck of your hair - j us t  a li t tle piece an ' make a 
li t tle p lai t . I f  she kin ge t it  from here or ge t it  from down by your privates , 
she takes that hair an ' puts i t  in a li t tle red piece o f  flannel an ' ties s tring 
aroun ' it . Take a s tring that she kin wear aroun ' her wais t an ' t ake that hair 
out every mawnin ' when she gets up an ' keep it  we t - you know , urinate on i t . 
An '  always keep it  we t .  Long as that hair st ays we t it will grow ,  an ' you begin 
to think mo ' an ' mo ' o f  ' er .  

She kin take her underwear , some dirty underwear an ' tie into a kno t - tie a 
kno t in i t  an ' push it up undah the mat t ress in the middle of the bed , an ' when 
he goes to bed j e s ' be sure he lays as close to the bed as he pos s ib ly c an . An '  
she kin s tay there t i ll he goes to s leep , an ' go on away an ' come on b a ck , an ' 
he ' ll s till b e  there as leep . 

Take that �ow out o f  a man ' s  hat , if he ' s  b eg innin ' to kinda run aroun ' an ' 
s tay out at nigh t an ' you wan t him to s tay home . You kin take that b ow out o f  
h i s  hat an ' take a co t ton cord s t ring an ' tie nine kno ts in i t , an ' tie s tring 
aroun ' the bow firs t , an ' then tie fo ' kno ts goin ' that way an ' five kno ts comin ' 
b ack to the le f t .  

(Here ' s  your s tring and here ' s  your bow .  You tie that s tring on that bow and 
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then in the end o f  that s tring you tie five knots ? )  
Five knots , an ' o n  the o thah end fo ' knots , s o  i t ' s  nine knots in it . Then 

yo ' take that whole thing an ' b all it up an ' hold it  ovah incense ,  an '  j es '  as 
long as that incense is burning , hold it ovah that smoke . Then when you take i t  
out , get chew oil of cedar an ' po ' on that s tring . I f  you kin we ar i t  roun ' your 
ne ck an '  it won ' t  be seen , it ' s  all righ t ; but if you can ' t ,  wear it ar ound your 
wai s t  - tie it tight around your wais t .  As long as he nevah sees i t , he won ' t  
know whut it ' s  all about . He ' ll stay at home an ' he won ' t  run aroun ' as much as 
he has . 

I f  you want a person t o  go away - if they are annoying you an ' you want ' em 
to leave , you kin take a pair o f  their ole shoes down at [ to ]  a railroad track 
an '  nail those shoes somewhere close aroun ' a b oxcar an '  they ' ll leave ridin ' on 
a t rain . S omeway or othah they ' ll le ave town an ' won ' t  come back - they have to 
follow those shoes . 

You kin take a man ' s  socks , i f  he ' s  your man an ' he ' s  at home an ' throws away 
all his money . You kin take those s o cks when you wash them - aftah you rinse 
them , dry ' em on the wrong s ide an '  wipe your face with them an ' wip e up undah 
your arms wi th them like that , an ' hang ' em up to dry an ' he ' ll bring his money 
home . 

I f  that man has le ft you an ' you want him back ,  an ' you can ' t  git  him back .  
But chew keep him worrie d .  I f  you take a pair o f  h is dirty socks - don ' t  wash 
dem - cut de toes outa those socks an ' we ar them up undah each of your arms , you 
keep him worried to death . He won ' t  know mo ' than half the time whut he ' s  doin ' . 

An '  the s ame way with the woman ' s  s tockin ' - you cut the toes out o f  ' em an ' 
we ar ' em .  

I f  I have a woman that I don ' t  like an ' she don ' t  l ike me . I f  I c an  run 
across a tintype picture of hers , take that picture an ' turn it up on i t s  haid 
an ' bury i t , she ' ll begin to get worried .  She ' ll walk de s tree ts an ' she can ' t  
res t any p lace . She j es '  walk from place to place to place . They ' ll do that fo ' 
nine days . An '  I can go an ' dig that picture up , i f  I can find it , an ' turn it 
upright an'  she ' ll finally leave town . 

Write a person ' s  name on an aig . Take a fresh yard aig - a fresh aig th at a 
hen has laid an ' write that person ' s  name on it nine times an '  b ury it , but you 
have to wri te it ve ry small to get the full - if you know the full name . Write 
the full name on i t  an ' bury that aig , an ' le t it  s tay there until you think it 
has j es '  ab out become rot ten , an ' you can take that aig an ' throw i t  ag ainst the 
house where that person lives an '  they ' ll move . That ' s  a g ood way if a person 
is b o the rin ' you an '  you don ' t  wanta get into trouble figh t in ' ' em or anything , 
an '  you want ' em to move from 'way from round you . You can make ' em move with 
that aig . 

An '  you can take an aig an ' ,  i f  you have a man , wri te his name on th at aig 
for nine mawnin ' s  - if that man s t ays with yo ' so he takes a b ath . He ' s  ' g inning 
tuh go out an '  won ' t  treat chew right at home , yo ' write his name on that aig an ' 
bury it  undah the s teps . When he takes a b ath , i f  you kin s lip saltpeter in his 
watah an ' le t him b athe with that watah , take some o f  it out an ' p o ' i t  up in the 
j ae an ' then drop that aig down in that watah till finally all that writin ' is 
o f f  of that aig - washed o f f  that aig . Then you can take that watah an ' s crub 
your house with i t  an ' s crub across your do ' an '  take the broom an '  s crub up the 
side of the do ' an ' down like that an ' cross that lit t le piece up there . That 
man will s t ay at home an ' won ' t g ive you no mo ' trouble ab out women . 

(At firs t they buried that unde r the door , though - that egg , didn ' t  they ? )  
Undah the do ' s tep an ' le t i t  s t ay there nine days , an ' then take it  up an ' put 

it in that watah . 
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Take your writin ' an ' harm you with it . I f  you write a lettah to a woman an ' 
her husban ' - or if  a woman writes a let t ah  to a man an ' a woman gets aholt to 
that lettah , she kin take the part - j es '  cut out a little place about three or 
fo ' lines with your writin ' on it , an ' fold it up into anothah little piece of 
papah , an ' take it an ' put it in a box . An '  aft ah  putting it in that box - don ' t  
ne cessarily have to bury it . Set it up somewhere an ' let it set dere in the da ' k  
fo ' o r  five days . An '  take it down an ' buy this same sulphah flowers that I told 
you about an ' sprinkle on that writing - aftah it has set up now fo ' fo ' or f ive 
days - an ' burn it , burn it into a lit t le top where you kin get the ashes . An ' 
take the ashes up an ' pour oil of bergamine or oil of cinnamon - I mean oil of 
bergamine or oil of  wintahg reen on it . An ' you kin stop it up into a bot tle an ' 
you usually be s ick , very sick ; an ' ' long as she keeps that s tuff s topped up , 
your health won ' t  be any good . 

You can t ake graveyard dirt , if you have a man that ' s  worry in ' you and you 
wanta get rid of him - he j es '  worryin ' you outa your life . Go to the graveyard 
and get chew some dirt - if it ' s  dry dirt so it can be powdered- like an ' sprinkle 
it ovah your flo ' . When that man ' s  comin ' in , naturally he ' s  comin ' in rais in ' 
s an '  [ sand or Sam ] an ' he ' s  gotta walk ovah that dirt . Well , when he leaves , if 
it ' s  the nex ' mawnin ' , sweep that dirt up . Sweep your flo ' real good an ' sweep 
it on out your do ' ,  on down your s teps an ' out across the s idewalk an ' into the 
s treet . When you get  it on neah to the s idewalk � j es '  do your b room like that 
[ demons trates ] so it ' ll j es '  s catter all ovah the s treet . He ' ll le ave - your house 
an ' he won ' t  come b ack there any mo ' , g ivin ' you any trouble . 

You kin go to a place , if you want to work there , an ' ask fo ' a j ob an ' they 
tell you - well , they don ' t  need anybody , come back anothah day . I f  they name a 
certain day that you come back , befo ' you get there , g o  to the drug s to '  an ' buy 
you a pie ce o f  John the Conke�r root - High John the Conkerer Root an '  s t art to 
chewin ' on it . An ' if you can get that man at a place where that you can j es '  
spit aroun ' him an ' it won ' t  b e  noticed there much , you can s t an '  there when you 
go back there an ' he tells you about the j ob .  You j es '  continue [ she spits ] like 
that - spit , it don ' t  have to be a whole lot , j es '  a little bit ; an ' then if he 
walk off , you got to get him so  he ' ll walk across there where you spit . An '  if 
you get him to  walk across  there eithah way , backwards o r  forwards across  there , 
then he ' ll tell you the certain day to come back ;  an ' that day that you come 
b ack , he ' ll g ive you that j ob .  

I f  a person has been unlucky in g amblin ' an ' wants to get lucky , you can go to 
a place where watah is runnin ' - runnin ' wat ah .  An '  j es '  go to that watah an ' 
dip their han ' s  down in it an ' wash their han ' s  like that . Jes ' keep on t ill yo ' 
git  your han ' s  clean without any soap ,  an ' j es '  dip i t  down in there ; an '  when 
your han ' s  get  clean , that las t dip , j es '  bring your han ' s  up . Don ' t  dry them , 
j es '  let the watah dry on ' em itself , an ' you go back to g amb lin ' . You ' re lueky 
as Cain . [ I  assume this las t word is the b rother-killer Cain � deyil rather than 
cain or cane . ] 

Or you can go to a drug s to '  an ' buy you a p ie ce of b lack lodestone an ' a 
p iece of  white lodes tone . That that lodes tone an ' put i t  in s omethin ' that will 
crush it up an ' make a powder out of it , an ' mix ' em togethah . An ' it ' s  an oil 
that chew kin buy called ho ly oi l [ see pp . 5 88 , 695 ] - seven-eleven [ see p . 71�
an ' po ' this �oly oi l onto this bag where you have this lodestone , an ' as long as 
you keep this b ag wet , that lodes tone will s t art to sproutin ' . You ' ll see little 
sprangles comin ' from it . An ' as long as they sprangle like that , you ' ll b e  in 
real good luck ; but when you let that s tuff die out , it ' s  no mo ' good to you . 
You have to  throw that away , your luck is b ad then . You ' 11 notice it . You can 
notice an '  see  that lodes tone hasn ' t  g o t  those little sprangles on it . Yo ' have 
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to throw that away an ' get chew some mo ' .  That ' s  real lucky . 
I couldn ' t tell you about bootleggin ' but I tell you about street women . 
(All right . Tell me that . )  
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You take the average woman of the streets , her luck gets bad an '  she wants to 
bring in mo ' customers . She can get up early in the mawnin ' befo ' any neighbors 
get up . Be fo ' yo ' even say "good mawnin "' tub anybody , get up an '  s crub with 
good s trong lye watah an ' the stuff outa your night jar from the night befo ' -
po ' you [ into it ]  some oil of bergamine , oil of cedar an ' wintahgreen . The night 
befo ' she goes to bed , or if she is in her bed , about twelve a ' clock burn incense 
in all those corners . Burn it so you can save those ashes . Take those ashes an ' 
put that in yore watah . Take you a little sugah - as much as you kin pinch up 
like that [ demonstrates ] - an ' drop it  onto your watah an ' s crub your flo ' with 
it all outside your do ' s ,  your po ' ch an ' your s teps an '  across the sidewalk like 
that . Go back into the house an ' get you a red candle - a b lack candle is trou
ble - get you a red candle an ' put it  behin ' your do ' an ' burn that candle at 
nine a ' clock . Get down on your knees an '  j es ' say your prayers - jes ' any prayer 
that you know an ' get up . An '  when yo ' get up [ in the morning ] - when you first 
get up , put your clothes on - every piece you put on , put it on the wrong side 
an ' keep it on that way till noon . When twelve a ' clock comes , turn your clothes 
aroun ' an '  burn yo ' some mo ' incense ,  an ' your luck is fine - jes ' flourishin ' .  

You can keep the police outa your house , if they come in there j es ' worryin ' 
you all the time - ever ' time you look up you see the police comin ' .  You can 
take , aftah he walk into your place - .if  he walk into this room [next day two 
policeman did walk into this room - see INTRODUCTION ] ,  when he leaves throw a 
han ' ful of  salt behin ' him .  Sweep that s alt on out in the street . If  you can 
get it  on him ,  get as much of it as you can.  Sweep it  on out into the s treet . 

When you take a bath , take a bath in saltpeter in your watah an '  bathe , but 
don ' t  dry yoursel f off , j es ' let that watah dry on you . An '  then take the watah , 
if you feel that he ' s  comin ' back there again - save some o f  the watah an ' [when] 
he comes in an ' leave , scrub across your do ' - ev ' rywhere that he walk . I f  he 
walk across the room , s crub the whole room with that saltpeter watah an ' then 
throw the rest of  it - throw it into the middle o f  the s treet . That ' ll keep him 
outa your house . Or you can take that same saltpeter watah an ' put a little , 
j es ' a little incense ashes in it , an ' take the urine - take some urine an ' po ' 
into it  an ' keep it  s topped up in a bottle . When he comes in , if  they come all 
like they search the house an ' come all aroun ' the house an ' ev ' rythin ' , take 
that bottle an ' go roun ' that house an ' j es '  sprinkle that s tuff . An '  then let 
it  meet where you started heah - come right back to that startin ' -point an ' carry 
it right on down , sprinkle down in the street . 

I f  you evah go befo ' a judge fo ' trial - if  you can get out on bail . Now I 
know this about gettin ' out ; I don ' t know whut you do if you s tay in there . But 
if you can get out [ on bail ] an ' have to go back to co ' t � get you a cob o f  corn 
an '  take that corn an '  jes ' lay it  out on somethin ' .  An '  take an onion - split 
that onion in half an ' lay a piece of onion on this side of the co ' n ,  an ' a piece 
on this side of  it  - ear of  corn . Lay a half of  your onion on this side an ' a 
half of  it on this side , an ' take any kind o f  a - jes ' a Bib le , i f  it ' s  a Ole 
Te!tament or New Testament , jes ' a Bib le .  An '  read at least one chapter of some
thin ' in your - don ' t take any particular thing , j es ' pick up the Bible an ' j es ' 
open it at the first thing you get to . You read that an ' hold it ovah meanwhile 
dat corn .  

(The ear o f  corn is there and the pieces o f  onion . )  
On each side of it . The corn is layin ' heah [ demons trates ] .  
(You lay this ear of  corn lengthwise and right at the middle on each side you 
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put the hal f o f  the onion - j us t  let each hal f touch the s ide of the corn . )  
Touch the s ide o f  the corn . An '  read that chapter at any place that you turn 

in your Bible . Read that chapter . 
Then you t ake tha t corn - if i t ' s  fresh corn , i t  be ' s  milky ; b ut if  i t ' s  dry , 

you know the kernel will j es '  shell o f f . But j es '  so you get them o f f  o f  that 
cob . An '  chip that onion up in it [ corn] an ' t ie it [both ]  up into a b ag .  When 
you go to bed that night j es '  lay it on some part of you - j es '  any part of you .  
You got t o  lay it up on your ches t  like this . S ay your prayers . An '  the nex ' 
rnawnin ' get up an ' that s ame stuff that ' s  in that b ag i t ' s  gon ' a  make ' ern b at t ah 
[ b at ter , in cookery ] - make like goo . 

(You s imp ly h ave that inner part o f  the she l l  [ o f  fresh corn ] with this onion 
tied up in i t . )  

An '  drop that whole thing , rag [ b ag ]  corn , onion an ' all down into your wat ah 
an ' wash your face , han ' s  an ' arms - j es '  take a general wash o f f  with i t  all 
ovah an ' let it dry on you . It leave your skin kinda white- lookin ' - j es '  like 
you b athe it in alum wat ah or sornethin ' - b ut leave it on you an ' go on to co ' t .  
An '  you gen ' rally get dismissed or  a very , very light sentence - fine . 

(Who ? She told you to do that ? ) 
A Zuni [ Aluni? ] .  
(Does she live around here ? ) 
Yes s ir .  
( She told you to do that ? You went to her? ) 
I went to her . 
(You were arres ted for ? ) 
S t reet walkin ' • 
( S t reet walking . An '  you were out on b ail? ) 
I wus out on b ail . 
(And you went to see her? ) 
I went to see her an ' she tole me whut to do an ' I did i t . Hones t  to goodnes s  

truth I went up there the nex ' evenin ' [ aft ernoon ] at two ' clo ck an ' wus dismi s s 
ed.  An '  tha t ' s  us ually a $ 25 or $ 5 0  fine . I wus dismissed - dis charged 
entirely . 

I f  you have a b ig picture or a small pi cture or j es '  a s t atue o f  any o f  the 
patron s aints , you can take that an ' put it on a little place where it ' ll be by 
itself , j es '  on a little - if  dey h ave a little small t ab le ,  put i t  on that table  
an ' put i t  in  a cornah an ' put somethin ' white on it - j es '  a solid white  s carf 
an ' set that s t atue o f  that s aint on it . Burn a red candle on one s ide an '  a 
b lue candle on the othah side . The red candle is fo ' drawing money an '  the b lue 
candle is fo ' succes s . An '  burn thos e candles ev ' ry  rnawnin ' at s ix a ' clock an ' 
burn ' ern ag ain at nine - ev ' ry  three hours . Burn ' ern again a t  twelve an '  then 
again in the aft ahnoon unt i l  you get right b ack to s ix a ' clock in the evenin ' .  
When you git to s ix in the evenin ' you t ake the wax that has melted from those 
candles an ' j es ' crumple it up . When you chew [mash ] it an ' it crumb les all up , 
take i t  an ' j es '  rub it in your han ' an ' wherevah you gon ' a  hus t le that day ,  if  
you gon ' a  walk the s t reets , rollin ' that stuff  an ' let  it crumb le - fall all 
down . Or if  you [ going to ] be in the house , j es '  s t an '  out on the steps an ' roll 
that candle an ' let it fall on down . It supposed to be ovah average lucky . 

[ After the ijreceding word "s teps , " a penciled note  o f  mine made while checking 
the trans crip tion ag ains t cylinders , reads , "She here rub s her hands together" -
you could hear the rubb ing . ]  

( Is there anything else the hust ling women do ? )  
They have a powdah . The only thing that I know they really believe in mos tly 

is a lot ' a  perfume - us e plenty of perfume an ' powdah - an '  that about wearin ' 
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somethin ' aroun ' your neck all the time , the Cath ' lic medal . 
(Are you a Catholi c ? ) 
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When I goin ' to church I wore it , but I don ' t  go any mo ' .  An '  you wear eithah 
one of these medals or a crucifix aroun ' your neck an '  keep it inside your cloth
ing - nevah on the outside , keep it ins ide your clo thes . An ' as often as you 
should mayb e to ke teh a triek , you kin take that thing out an ' hold i t  in your 
han ' an '  j es '  s ay ,  "Lord , have mercy on me in whut I 'm about to do . "  Put it back 
inside your dress . That ' s  real lucky .  

(You what ? You eateh a triek you say ? ) 
Aft er you ketch one . 
(You catch a man you mean ? )  
Yeah . 
(Then you do that ? )  
Yessuh . Ever ' time you ketch one an ' he leaves , you kin do that an '  in two or 

three minutes - it won ' t  be long befo ' you ketch ano thah one . 
(Aren ' t  you ever afraid that these men will b eat you up or anything? )  
I don ' t  b e  bothered ab out that - I don ' t  b e  worried about that . 
(I  mean haven ' t  you any protection - any charm that will p rotect you ? )  
The only thing that I would us e when I feel trouble like that - becus it can 

come at any time - t ake the ace of di 'mond , the nine spot of di 'mond , an '  the ten 
of di 'mond , Jack of di 'mond , out of a b rand-new deck of cards , that have nevah 
been p layed in , an '  tack ' em up ovah your do ' on the inside of your room an '  put 
' em fan-shaped like that [ demons trates ] .  Put the ace in the middle an '  the 
othahs any way you wanta , so ' s  [ s o  as ] the Jack is on the end - go t him closes t 
to the top of the do ' .  Nail ' em aroun ' so they ' ll go roun ' [ fan-shaped]  like 
that . That ' ll pro tect you from all troub le like that . 

(The faces are out ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Well ,  now , do the hus t Zin ' women work - do all the different women living in 

a house do different things ? )  
You mean with the man? 
(No , I mean for luck . ) 
Yessuh , they do different things . Now some of ' em  burn . a  red an '  b lue candle . 

You kin burn a candle the closes t cornah to your do ' - you put a candle there an ' 
then in that opposite cornah you burn anothah candle . Blue an ' red . [ See CATER
CORNERED - MAGIC OF THE DIAGONAL , p . 82 7 . ] 

( Blue in one corner and red in the other? )  
Red in the othah . An '  light those candles in the mawnin ' early about s ix 

a ' clock . 
An '  there ' s  a little incense that you buy in the drug s to '  called Chinese 

Stieks . I t ' s  a long incense an ' it ' s  on a li ttle red s tick .  An '  you get a 
package of those an ' burn about half of that package an ' light  it wi th a wooden 
match - no t with those little papah matches . Light it with a wooden match an '  
shake it out - don ' t  b low it out . Put it in anything that ' ll make it s tan '  cause 
i t ' s  long , an '  you get down there an '  say your p rayers - j es ' say the Our Father 
Prayer an ' make three wishes . Then you get up an ' hold that incense undah your 
chin an ' let it smoke you like that . Hold i t  undah each ahrm - _ smoke this ahrm 
an� smoke that ahrm ,  an ' then put it on the flo ' an '  s tan '  ovah it . Let it go 
up undah your clothes . Take those s ticks out an ' s tick one in that cornah , s tick 
one in that cornah an ' s tick one in this cornah an '  that cornah , an ' the res t of 
' em ,  put ' em back in that little basin an '  put ' em  right down in the middle of 
your flo ' [ repetition of quincunx rite already used] an ' let ' em burn an ' you 
s tay in there with ' em while they ' re humin ' with your windahs down an '  your 
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shades down an ' your do ' fas tened an ' don ' t answer nobody when they knock . Catch 
those ashes as many o f  ' em  as you can an ' pick ' em up , an ' the watah that you use 
to scrub in , put those ashes into that watah an '  s crub . 

An ' then there are some that take the watah out of a night glass at night an '  
put lye in i t  an ' oil o f  bergamine an ' these incense ashes an ' s crub that house 
befo ' they speak to anybody .  Scrub up [ demonstrates ] the sides of they do ' - up 
like that , an ' ' cross that way , an ' down this way on the do ' .  An '  don ' t  scrub 
the s teps with that watah . You j is '  take that watah in that j ar [ glas s ]  an '  care 
[ carry] it to the sidewalk an ' po ' it on the sidewalk . An ' get you a broom 
keep your broom with you . When you po ' i t  on the sidewalk , ' fore it runs out in 
the s treet , take it an ' sweep it back that way - sweep it back towards the house . 
Nevah sweep it  from the house ; sweep it towards the s teps . An ' when it  gets , you 
know , so it has run out you know an '  all spread out , don ' t  sweep it off . Jes ' 
let it s tay there an ' it ' ll dry up . An ' then take the rest of it an '  throw it in 
a way to  try to make it hit in the middle of the s treet , an ' part of it will run 
that way an ' part of it  will run that way . That keeps you goin ' an ' keeps ' em  on 
that side comin1' across an ' on this side comin ' in from eithah direction . 

(Do the girls do [ good luck ] things for white trade or colored trade - differ
ent methods ? I f  they want a white man or a colored man , do they do different 
things ? )  

[Here is my penciled comment made years ago while checking the trans cription 
against  the cylinder : "The point of  my question is quite clear - I am asking 
whether they do different things for luck , not different methods of performing -
but she does not understand my ques tion and proceeds to explain methods of  
performing . " ]  

Yeh . 
(What do they do ? )  
Well , there ' re some girls won ' t  fool with anything but white trade , an ' then 

there ' re some that use j is '  any of  ' em  that come along . Well , natcherly when 
they catch - when a white man comes in there ' s  diff ' rent things that he wants 
done . Some of ' em  like to see F�nah girls . 

(You say some of them come in and that they want F�nah girls . They call them 
F�nah girls . And what do they do ? )  

They suck the men off . 
(I  see . What do the others do? ) 
They wanta be whipped . 
(What do they warit to be  whipped for? ) 
[ The problem of  my ques tions I have dis cussed in the INTRODUCTION . ]  
Well , that ' s  their nature . 
(Don ' t  they use the girl? ) 
No . 
(I  see . ) 
All you have to do is  to remove all your clothes - j es '  pull off all your 

clothes , you ' re necked [naked] . Take a belt , s trap , whip - j es '  anything , an '  he 
lay across the bed an' you whip ' im .  An ' some of ' em  you have to talk to like 
they ' re lit tle children , an ' some you have to talk to real rough . An ' that ' s  
their nature . An ' they ' ll get through like that an ' get up an ' pay you . 

(What do •hey pay for anything like that? ) 
Two or three dollahs - that ' s  all . 
(Are there many men here in Memphis that like to be  whipped? ) 
Not very many like that . 
(They come in from the country? ) 
Usually they ' re travelin ' men - salesmen from up Eas t - usually like that . 
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But those that ' s  lookin ' fa ' Frenah girls - why the town is run away with 
them , gang of ' em .  

(What are some o f  the things the other girls do ? )  

1343 

Well , there ' s  s ome - it ' s  one house roun ' here they call the three-way house . 
Every girl who lives in that house has to do three things . She has to , you know , 
j es ' be nat ch ' ral with the men , or she has to be  a Frenah girl , or  she has to be  
whut they call a aorn-ho le , aorn-ho lder - you have to turn yourself up an ' they 
use you here behind . Those about the only three ways . 

[ Since the Phi lade lphia Report several months ago about sodomy in the city 
prisons , a report dis cussed on televis ion (Mike Doug las Show for one) , surely 
the public is prepared for almos t  anything . We have come a long way since 
Havelock Ellis , whose Studies in the Psycho logy of Sex ( 6 vols . ,  1900-1910) 
rocked the English-speaking world , especially the American part of it . ]  

(You mean all the girls have to do that ? )  
All o f  them . I f  you stay in that house , you have to b e  like that or  you don ' t  

stay there . 
If  that man - he wants to go himself an ' yet he doesn ' t  want othah men aroun ' 

his wife , he can take any personal garment of his wife , [ even] if it  has to be a 
monthly period cloth . He can take that out with him when he goes outs ide in the 
front of the house - if he have to , do it in the back an ' b ring it to the front -
an ' he can take that an '  urinate on it  an ' plant it undah the do ' s tep . That 
cloth with a pair of her s tockin ' s  or underweah , brassiere or anything that she 
wears , an ' plant that there . 

Then in the meantime , he can take a plait of his own hair - any kinda way he 
can get it - any hair from any part . He can take it  an ' plait it  up an ' b all it 
up , an ' cut a little bit of hole into the mattress - anywhere that it won ' t  be 
noticed , an ' take a match an ' s tick it into the mattres s .  If a man goes there , 
he can ' t  be satis fied - he don ' t  stay there but a few minutes , or  sometimes he ' ll 
get right to the do ' an ' won ' t  come in . 

If  she wants him back , she can keep a pair of his dirty socks an ' wear the 
socks undah each arm , or she can take a piece of his hair an ' keep it wet by 
urinatin ' on it an ' wear it tied aroun ' her wais t ,  an ' he ' ll come b ack .  

An '  heah ' s  anothah way , i f  he ' s  gone away - if he ' s  out a town o r  if he ' s  in 
town . You can take an ' write his full name - his given name an ' a middle name 
an ' his surname - write all that name on a piece of tin an ' tack it up ovah your 
do ' outside of the house . Nail it up there . I f  he ' s  away from there , he ' ll 
start there in 48 hours - he j es ' can ' t  res t  an ' you ' ll usually get a lettah 
sayin ' he ' s  comin ' .  

An '  if he ' s  in town - if he left there evah s o  mad , when he comes b ack he ' ll 
come back in a day or two an ' come back grinnin ' .  

She kin take the cloth - j es '  if she get him in the bed an '  j es '  t ry to keep 
from havin ' - don ' t  let him have any kinda ' feet on her at all . An '  aftah he 
does whut he ' s  supposed to do , the cloth that he uses - there ' s  not gon ' a  be any
thing on there but his ' n ,  yours isn ' t  there . Take the scissahs everywhere it ' s  a 
little wet spot an '  cut dat little spot out with the scissahs , an ' roll it  up 
into a clean piece of cloth - j es '  roll it up in there . An ' if you can get a 
piece that ' s  one s trand of his haid - if it ' s  long hair , an ' tie it aroun ' that ; 
if ft short , j es '  put it  in there an ' roll it  up an ' s tick it  in the mattress .  
An '  he can ' t  use anothah woman , not to save his life . He won ' t  have any nature -
he may s tart , make the attempt but he can ' t  do any good till he gets back home . 

Take a cord string an ' measure that man , an ' then tie knots into the length 
that chew measured him by , an ' have that string long enough aftah tyin ' those 
knots into it  to wear it . Tie it aroun ' your waist  - tie ' im up like that , too . 
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I done used that black hen ' s  s tuff . Take like you catch a black hen doin ' a 
thing like that , you t ry to t ake that s tuff up an ' let it dry out ; an ' when i t  
dries out , it ' ll be ' s  you know pure powdery form ,  an ' beat that s tuff up . I f  
you can g e t  any kinda thing that belongs to that person - anything that they 
like most  - their hair or anything , an ' mix it with that stuff an ' bury it roun ' 
their house late at night when there ' s  nobody up , you can make ' em  go kinda 
goofY . They get kinda outa their mind . [Here a powdered black-hen manure is 
a goofer dus t - see p . 222 . ] 

Ah don ' t  know whut he kin do to make her like him , but he can harm her . He 
can j es '  lay aroun ' there t ill he get one of  her period cloths an ' bury that 
cloth , an ' long as he keeps it buried an ' it ' s  covered up tight - you have to 
put it in a j ar whare no air can get to it - as that cloth decays , her health 
will fade . 

I f  it ' s  a person there that lives close aroun ' you and they don ' t like you , 
you can t ake your broom an ' go somewhare in that buildin ' as close to that do ' 
as you pos s ibly can , an ' sweep an ' sweep the dirt back an ' forwards like that . 
Pull some of  those s traws outa that b room an ' cross ' em  togethah . I f  yo ' kin 
find a little place near that do ' that ' s  anywhare that you can s t i ck those s traws 
there , you can s tick two straws an ' have ' em  so that they be crossin ' each othah , 
an ' stick ' em  in in three places on each side of their do ' .  I t  has to be undah 
that little piece of  wood that goes across the do ' ;  an '  if  that person doesn ' t  
move away from aroun ' you , you can get along with ' em .  They ' ll begin to like 
you , you ' ll build up a friendship from it - that is , if  you-all have been gettin '  
along bad an '  you don ' t  like her an '  she doesn ' t  like you , you can t ake an ' cross 
those brooms traws an ' stick ' em  in each side of her do ' .  

(End of  950 . This girl is a profess ional prost itute . She is in one o f  the 
houses here in Memphis . She was really rather an attractive southern girl . Said 
she was a high s chool graduate and she talked very intelligently as you can see 
from her recording . Said the economic depress ion was the cause of  her s ituation . 
Well , so goes the world . )  

[So goes the worLd is not a cynical remark - more likely a weary sigh . I 
could have eliminated it , you know - also attruative s outhe� girL . Cause of 
her si tuation ?  I have heard that before . After all I did the Episcopal Church ' s  
social service work in 19 20 a t  the huge General Hospital in Cincinnati , Ohio . 
There were prostitutes in the wards . Deaconess Brandt (elderly woman with . great 
experience) and I used to t alk over case histories . I did not always agree with 
her . 1 

• 

CAUTIOUS HEALER 

AH HA VE  MAH MEDICINE WIT ME MOST ALL DE TIME 

VAT 'S TUH STOP HIM 
STOP HIM FROM WALKIN ' �  STOP HIM FROM LIVIN ' 

HE 'S DAID 

SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 

[Healers such as this woman make their own medicine , often label i t  (see 968 , 
p . 36 3 , and 969 , p . 364 ) , and usually carry it with them when called out on a case . 
Informant 1373 was disturbed , wary but not nervous , and did not give a complete 
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interview (see my final comment ) on cylinders C850 : 1-C85 4 : 8  = 2 331-2335 . ]  

I f  yo ' wanta turn de bottom of a person ' s  foots , de bottom of  dere feet up -
dey prob 'bly have offended yo ' an ' yo ' wanta turn de bottom of dere feet to de 
sun - yo ' begin at de toe of his left foot an '  take it an '  bring it  to yore heel , 
an '  yo ' pick de heel track up . Den yo ' kin put salt wit dat an ' de trimmin ' of 
fifty cents of money [ a  silver half dollar ] , an' den yo ' make yore wishes ,  "In de 
Name of de Father de Son an '  de Holy Ghost ,  ah s top yo ' . " Understand dat . Den 
yo ' take an ' hang it up in a tree . 

Well , if yo ' want tuh j es '  s top him in de house , yo ' bury it . 
(You put it in the tree . That won ' t run him away - that the idea? ) [ I  failed 

to understand "ah s top yo ' "  for the reason following . ]  
No , dat ' s  tuh s top him - stop him from walkin ' - stop him from livin ' - he ' s  

daid . -
( I t  will kill him . )  
Yes , it will kill him . Yo ' know when de foot ' s  turnt bottom upwards lak dat 

to de sun ,  yo ' know dey can ' t  do no mo ' walkin ' . 
(You turn those tracks up to the sun that way? ) 
Yes , yo ' put it in this cloth an ' tie it  up with the wishes on it  "In de Name 

of  de Father , Son an '  de Holy Ghost , "  an ' hang it up . 
[ This is my only example of  the rite - an unusual one among the many footprint 

rites I heard . ]  
Well , if dey wanta stop him at home - not go anywheres , unles s  he sent fo ' or 

it necessary - dey bury it undah de earth . 
Well , if  yo ' have someone runnin ' about an ' somebody want tuh stop ' em  from 

runnin ' about , yo ' take his pitchure . Take de pitchure of  dis person an '  yo ' cut 
chew a hole in a growin ' tree - a fo ' -squared hole j es '  tuh fit  dis pitchure . 
Yo ' put de face of de pitchure next tuh de tree an ' put de bark behind it . Den 
yo ' take yo ' some dirt an ' yo ' grease i t  ovah "In de Name of de Fathah , de Son 
an '  de Holy Ghost . "  [ She demonstrates . ]  

(You make three strokes . )  
[ She plasters up the four-sided cut with three strokes or swab s of  mud , each 

stroke made while repeating a part of the Trinitarian formula . ]  
Three s trokes . Well , dat stops dat . 
Well , suppose a person come tuh yo ' hurt , in a bad condition . Well , yo ' rub 

him down "In de Name of de Fathah , de Son an ' de Holy Ghost"  - rub him all down , 
from de top of  him down . Den yo ' take three aigs an ' a half a box of Epsom salts 
an '  yo ' mix it together . Whip it until it ' s  real light an '  whip it together . 
Den yo ' take a tablespoonful of dat three times a day , an ' he ' ll come out all 
right . 

Well , de next thing about that , i f  someone - person interferes with yo ' , 
always dibb lin ' an ' dabb lin ' in yore business an ' talkin ' ' bout chew, well , yo ' 
go by dere house with peppah an ' salt an ' graveyard dirt - understand , throw it 
in de yard right befo ' dere gate where dey walk , an ' dey ' ll move . 

An '  if  yo ' don ' t  want ' em  tuh git  a house nowhere , yo ' put a little of  dis 
ground tobacca - put a little of dat in dere - throw it down , an ' dat ' ll move ' em  
see dey couldn ' t  gi  t a house anywhere 'bout dere . 

Well , suppose yo ' goin ' break up friendship wit somebody , yo ' git  a frog an ' 
put it in yore pocket , an '  yo ' go tuh dere house . Yo ' ain ' t  gotta leave de frog 
dere - yo ' carry de frog wit chew . Yo ' go in dere house an ' walk aroun ' , go in 
ever ' place dat yo ' kin git in , possibly , roun ' wit dat frog , an ' yo ' make a wish 
in ever ' place yo ' go . Dat ' ll break up all friendship . 
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(You mean break up their friends - that will cause confusion in the home ? )  
Yes - yeah . "Ah went ovah tuh such-an ' -such house - ah been ovah dere havin ' 

a big time all de time , an ' ah went ovah dere tuhnight ,  an ' do yo ' know dey lak 
tuh fought me , lak tuh whip me " an ' all lak dat . 

Well , if she got any of  his underweah , she ' ll take de strands offa de seat of 
his underweah an '  offa out from undah his arms - cut dat out , befo ' it ' s  washed , 
or even if it ' s  been washed an ' hasn ' t  been boiled , it ' ll be all right . She take 
it an '  put it into a little glass an ' s top it up right tight an '  carry it down in 
de garden or even somewhere in her yard an ' bury it wit de mouth o f  it towards to 
sunrise , an ' de back [bottom]  of  it to de sunset . Ah don ' t  care where he is , 
he ' s  comin ' home , if he comes without his hat - he ' ll come if  he has tuh come 
without his hat . Ah know dat . 

Yo ' take yore urine an ' go tuh de do ' aftah sunset , an ' throw it out tuhwards 
de sunrise an '  call his name three times , "In de Name of de Father , Son , "  or she . 
Dey ' ll tear up an ' come home an ' don ' t  mind i f  dey leave part of  dere clothes -
comin ' a '  tearin ' .  Dey say ,  "What? Didn ' t  yo ' send fo ' me ? "  

Aftah she - she don ' t  use i t  herself - she strokes him with a cloth an ' she 
takes that cloth an '  tie it undah de bed springs , or around her somewheres . She 
kin wear it in a red ' lastic - yo ' hear talk of  dese people wearin ' a red ' las
tic - put it in a red ' las tic an' wear it round her right laig . An '  ah don ' t  
care where in de worl ' he go or whut he do , he cain ' t  have anything to do wit 
nobody but her . Ah know dat . 

Dere ' s  a way dat he ' ll have tuh git rid of dat . He kin git  ovah dat easy . He 
gits some Bos ton [ something ? ] . 

(What is that? ) 
A kind of  a druggist medicine . Git de Bos ton Imperial [ ? ]  an ' take his own 

urine - yo ' know yo ' mix it wit sugah anyhow , an ' yo ' put a level teaspoonful in 
dat an '  take it , an ' it will bring his natuPe back j es ' as strong as it evah wus .  

Grind a ten cent down at de back o f  de haid on de dime , an ' yo ' mix it  wi t 
table salt an '  yo ' place it  in tea or  cof fee where he drinks out o f . An '  he will 
git torn all tuh pieces - she can ' t  do anything tuh satis fy him . He wanta go 
'way an ' he will go where he won ' t  nevah come back no mo ' - he be ' s  face fore
mos ' ,  de back of his back will be to her de balance of his life . 

Well , dey go  tuh de well nine mawnin ' s  - that ' s  if  they want a j ob .  Well , dey 
go tuh de well nine mawnin ' s  an '  make wishes , de way yo ' want de j ob - if it ' s 
no 1 th , south , eas t or wes t ,  anywhere dey want a j ob .  An '  then they go back to 
their room an ' in goin ' back to their room they place graveyaPd diPt across their 
own door . Yo ' unders tan ' , ah ' ve heard dat . Ah don ' t know dis , ah ' ve heard dis , 
an '  ah ' ve seen people go 'way an ' git a job - say dey did dat . 

Yes ,  well , dey go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road nine mawnin ' s  an ' make a wish , an '  
de ninth mawnin ' dey git dere , dey ' ll meet de devil - dey ' ll meet somethin ' bad , 
if dey kin stand tuh git  to it . An '  when he gits dere he tells them exactly whut 
tuh do , an '  dey ' ll dance with him . Dat ' s  whut chew call se l lin ' yo 'se lf to dB 
dEvi l .  

Den dey kin do anything - dey ' ll raise a whirlwind an ' after dey raise a 
whirlwind , why den yo ' ll gradually git on wit yore j ob ,  whatevah yo ' wanta do . 

(You mean when they go dancing around there , they will raise a whirlwind? ) 
Yes , dey '\1 raise whirlwind . 
(And when that whirlwind is over? ) 
It ' s  ended , lak dat - yes , dat finish de graduation . 
(Then you can do anything you please? ) 
Yes . 
What dose thing is confusion - yeah , dose whirlwinds supposed tuh be 
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confusion . Of  co ' se we read an '  find out where Christ ,  yo ' know , when de devil 
wus in heaven , yo ' understand , an ' when he s tarted out , yo ' know , de Lord give 
him de third part of de heavens , an ' when he come on down - when He started tuh 
throw him out , He asked him did he have enough .  He says , "Uh-hmmh. "  Do yo ' 
remembah dat? Well , dat commence tuh have de whirlwind , when he throw down de 
third part of de-heavens . Dat wus de beginnin ' of de s torm in de worl ' , an ' dat 
makes de whirlwind . 

Well , when it landed in de ' !antic Ocean , an ' de ocean has nevah been s till 
from then until now . 

(Where did you hear that? )  
Oh , ah heard dat . Where wus I at now? Ah wus in New Yawk in Bronx Park . 
(Who told you that ? )  
A man - ah talkin ' t o  h im  j es '  lak ah 'm talkin ' t o  yo ' ,  yeah - lak ah 'm  talk-

in ' to yo ' .  An '  ah give him five dollahs fo ' tellin ' me . 
[ I  understood the hint . ] 
(For telling you j us t  about that? )  
Yes , dat an '  several othah points he tole me . 
Ah ' ve heard of ' em  makin ' wishes where de whirlwind goes an ' de whirlwind 

lands wherevah they wish it to . Den it will stay right dere an ' dere no mo ' 
peace in dere until dose people move from dat place . 

(Well , now , if  I were walking down a road and saw a whirlwind ,  I would make a 
wish that it  would land at a certain place ? )  

An ' , " As  dat whirlwind go , I n  de Name o f  de Father , de Son an '  de Holy Ghost ,  
ah want so-an ' -so an ' whatevah i t  ' tis . "  In nine days yo ' ll git it . 

(And you also wish that whirlwind to get to somebody ' s  house , or  something of  
that sort , and cause confusion you  said? ) 

Cause confusion , yessuh . 
[ For further information , see subsection WHIRLWIND . ] 
An ' de next thing ah heard about , yo ' take a frog . I f  yo ' wanta create some

thin ' in somebody , yo ' take a frog an ' parch him brown an ' yo ' s crape a little 
bit in corn whiskey - be shure it ' s  corn whiskey . Yo ' see , when yo ' parch it , 
it ' s  not dark , but it ' s  kind of a ashes color . An ' yo ' sprinkle little of dat -
j es ' a little bit , "In de Name of de Father , de Son an ' de Holy Ghost ,  ah wants 
yo ' [whatever you want done ] . "  An ' yo ' give it to dat person an '  dey dwindle 
away - people say he had a s troke . Well , now dose things- ah ' ve heard ' em  say ,  
but ah ' ve nevah done them . 

(Well , how would they get those  live things out of  a perso�? ) 
Well , if  a person had live things in ' em , whut yo ' have to  do , yo ' takes sul

phur an '  one of their pieces dat they wear next to dere body , an '  yo ' take salt , 
an ' yo ' go out in de brightest sunshine an ' make a fire . I t  looks impossible but 
it ' s true - put ' em  down "In de Name of de Father , de Son an '  de Holy Ghos t , "  an '  
s tick fiah to it . I t  won ' t smoke one bit  an ' they ' ll [ the live things insid e  
will ] burn up . 

An ' yo ' kin go right b ack [ do something else]  - if they [ the patient is ] 
havin ' fits [ from live things inside ] - turn ' em  [ loose] , if  yo ' got ' em  tied , 
dey go right back [ do the same thing ] , take all dat [ clothing ] off of ' em [ and 
bqrn it ] . Dey won ' t  have anothah [ fit ] . [This is the well-known fit cure , burn
ing the patient ' s  clothes (see FACI , 2ed . , pp . 248-249 , Nos . 5559-5560 , 5567 ) . ]  

Now , ah know heah two yeahs ago - ah guess i t  ' bout three yeahs ago - ah wus 
in Wilmington . 

(You were in Wilmington , North Carolina . )  
Two yeahs ago ah wus in Wilmington , No ' th Ca ' lina , an '  a girl had had a baby 

in No ' th Ca ' lina dat wus tricked by a woman , an ' ah know she had been very sick .  
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An '  dey sent fo ' me - dis heah ' s  de las ' s tory ah ' ll give yo ' - dey sent fo ' me 
in Wilmington , by telegram .  Ah caught de train - ah got de telegram Monday night 
an '  - ah caught de train Tuesday evenin ' back tub Raleigh [where informant was 
living ] . Ah got tuh Raleigh Wednesday night . But anyhow when ah got  dere 
[Wilming ton ]  she had fifteen fits befo ' ah could do anything with her . Dey had 
had every - ah don ' t  know how many roo�orkers an ' all those kinda things tried 
tuh stop her . An '  ah ' ll tell yo ' whut ah done to  do dat . 

Ah went in de yard an ' ah dug me nine fishin ' worms an ' ah got de seeds outa 
nine pods of peppah - unders tand . Ah got some whole hog lard - sweet outa de 
inside of  a hog , an '  ah made a little j ar of  grease about so [ large ] , an '  ah 
stroked her from her head to her feet , three times . Ah carried it  ovah her bed , 
all around her . Ah sit  on one side o f  de bed an '  her mother on de othah side an' 
reached an' got it an' brought it ovah . 

(You did that to her on her bed? ) 
Jes ' rubbed her down in it an ' ah carried it  ovah - reached it  j es '  !ak ah 

might reach dis hat ovah tub yo ' an ' yo ' hand it  back to me . [ This is my old 
black hat with concealed microphone - always a mys tery to informants ! ]  

(Oh , you passed her b ack and forth across the bed? ) 
Yes , twice . [ But see later . ] Then take it an ' carry it  out in the eas t part 

of the yard an ' bury it . An '  she didn ' t  have bu� two mo ' fits , an '  didn ' t  have 
anothah one fo ' de whole time ah stayed dere - dem fo ' days aftah dat . Yo ' see , 
dat ah stopped it an '  she have nevah had anothah one but those two . 

(What did you pass back and forth across the bed? ) 
[Her yes had not convinced me she had unders tood . ]  
The grease that ah made out of de worms . 
(The grease you had in this little pot . )  
Well , de way tuh git  peace in de home is tub use a lot o f  table s alt . Every 

mawnin ' yo ' see people takes - now , if  yo ' got a lot o f  dus t in .heah an ' yo ' 
wanta git de dust out , yo ' use sawdus t ;  j es '  sprinkle it  down ovah de flo ' wit 
a little watah , an ' j es '  brush it out . Well , now , if yo ' confused a whole lot 
in yore home , yo ' use table salt . Jes ' sweep de table salt [ demons trates ] -
always begin at heah , yo ' raise de dirt wit i t  an ' sweep it  from dat [ fire ] . 

(You sweep it into the fire and raise this [ fire ]  dirt . )  
Yes , yo ' sweep it from the fiah outdo ' s .  [After the dirt burns in the fire

place , it is swept outdoors . ]  
I f  yo ' ain ' t  makin ' much money an ' yo ' wanta make money - yo ' wanta keep 

money - yo ' sweep de [ dirt ] , clus ter i t  up , an ' yo ' take it up an ' den yo ' use 
it  in de fire . 

Well , if yo ' wanta keep out confusion an ' have happiness in de home , always 
clus ter it [ dirt ] up from de fireplace - right where yo ' s i t  down at in comfort . 

An ' in comin ' in , if yo ' come in pleasant , well , yo ' carry it out that way . 
Yo ' come in pleasant an ' set down an ' enj oy yo ' self round yore comfort - well , 
around yore table yo ' would like to have family prayers an ' contentment roun ' de 
table . Everybody be happy dere . 

Take your han ' chief an ' stroke yore face that way [ demons trates ] ,  i t  always 
bring s about confusion an ' unhappiness in de house . Ah tried it  wit mah husband . 
Ah have mah medicine wit me mos t  all de time . [ She is a healer . j An '  ah would 
j es '  sometime when ah git ready tub go , ah ' d  go to de do ' an ' leave mah medicine 
on de table - take yore han ' chief an ' wipe yore face an ' mout ' when somebody at 
de do ' - sometimes he ' d  go off [ leave the house]  an '  when he come back he bus t  it 
[medicine bottles ] . An '  ah had a conversation 'bout dat wit a �ise man [see com

ment following title , p . l294 ]  - he tole me dat . Well , ah tried i t  an ' aftah that 
when mah husban ' [machine s topped too soon - she s topped wiping her mouth and 
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face at the door . ] 
Ah saw that in a case - oh , that wus heah yeahs ago , where a boy had a - it  

wusn ' t  a crab but it  wus one o f  those - dey git  ' em down heah tuh Wilmington by 
de quart - he had a s crimp [ shrimp ] in him - yes . Well , dat wus naturally so -
ah saw that thing when it  came out . He ' d  taken dis s crimp haid , yo ' know , an '  
he parch i t  up right fine . Yo ' know a s crimp have aigs in him - he parch it up 
right fine . Well , yo ' takes out those aigs - yo ' don ' parch them - an '  mix with 
this s crimp haid an '  yo ' put i t  into whiskey an '  give it to a pers on , an '  do yo ' 
know it will create s crimps in him or her . Now this boy had a s crimp in him dat 
wus about dat long wit all dose spears an ' things on him lak dey has . An ' a man 
gave him a raw aig an ' silver dus t ,  an '  it came b ack [ up ] . Co ' se it ' s  white , yo ' 
know kinda , o f  a dune colored lookin ' thing , but it has it ' s  tail an ' all j es '  
lak a s crimp . Now , ah saw dat . 

A sample ah done mah ownself an '  - ah wus tole how tuh do , make it  corre ct , 
' cordin ' tuh where dey ' s  tried , de day ,  b e fo ' de sun rise git in dere an ' go 
roun ' de chair where de j udge s its , an ' "In de Name of de Father , de Son , an ' 
de Holy Ghos t , "  an ' raise yore right hand in de seat o f  his chair lak dis - yore 
right han ' - lay dem all roun ' it  an ' come right b ack to de s ame place . "Ah want 
dis cas e be  dismissed . " Go all roun ' an '  come b ack an ' de las t time yo ' s ay it , 
yo ' hole yo ' right han ' up an ' walk right s traight out - go clean on out an '  put 
chure foot  on de groun ' . Ah ' m  declarin ' tub yo ' ah ' m  not mis taken . Ah know it  
tuh be  a fact because ah did it mahsel f .  Dat  case will be  thrown out an ' dis
missed . Dey won ' t  have no co ' t  - ah know that , did dat . 

(You walk j us t  forward , right on out . )  
Walk farward an ' keep right on . Don ' t  let nuthin s top yo ' .  If  anybody call 

yo ' ' tenshun , don ' t  s top , keep walkin ' .  
Yo ' go  out somewhere or ' nother an ' yo ' walkin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' p romis e dat 

chew goin ' p ay it back an ' borry [borrow] a dime - yo ' unders tand dat . Take de 
seed outa nine pods of peppah . Yo ' put it wit de dime an '  bury i t  right undah 
yore front do ' ,  an ' dey [ police or enemy ] won ' t  come no p lace roun ' - nobody to 
yore house an ' yo ' ll have all de good luck in de worl ' an ' nobody ' ll nevah darken 
yore door . 

Well , now , i f  yo ' want ' em  tuh buy from yo ' ,  yo ' take a fi fty cents [ p iece ]  -
dat ' s  called lucky - an ' yo ' carry it  in de back [ o f  the place o f  bus iness ]  an ' 
put it up ovah yore haid - b ack ovah there . Keep it  up there an ' don ' t chew 
touch it , an ' don ' t  let nobody else te ch it  - j es '  le ft it dere . An ' den yo ' ll 
have all de luck in de worl ' an ' nobody ' 11  nevah bothah yo ' • An '  dere be  money 
comin ' in tuh yo ' all de time . But , ' s long as yo ' let it s tay up dere , but i f  
yo ' take it  down why of  co ' s e yore luck le ft . A h  tell yo ' ah ' ve seen dat . Dat ' s  
whut dey tole me . 

Somebody dat ' s  away , j es '  take nine nails an ' drive into a new piece of  plank . 
Yo ' have nevah heard o f  nai lin ' ?  Den yo ' go out an ' urinate on it an '  bury it in 
de ground , an ' as de sun risin ' an '  shine on it , it  dries by degrees . Well , 
dat ' s  s low comin ' but it ' ll come . Lak yo ' have somebody away - dat ' s  s low comin ' 
but it ' ll come . 

(You do that early in the morning . )  
.no dat early in de mawnin ' ' fore de sunrise . 
An ' anothah thing , yo ' take anothah person that ' s  daid an ' yo ' wanta dream 

about dem - yo ' wanta know somepin ' bout dem . Yo ' take a pocket han ' kerche f an '  
urinate on it an ' put i t  in de shade an ' let i t  dry wit de day . An '  at night 
yo ' take it  an '  put it undah yore pillah ,  an '  yo ' cain ' t he ' p  yo ' self - that 
person will be  with yo ' all night long . 

Well , she would hurt him because she want him tuh die . She measure him an ' 
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den she take de measure o f  dat , but if she don ' t  - now , j es '  lak yo re pants or 
shirt , an ' de wais t clot ' [ ? shorts ? ]  - she p lace de waist clot ' ' twix t de pants 
where dey belong an ' ' low fo ' his feet - place de waistclot ' where it belong an ' 
allow fo ' his body ,  an '  den she ' ll measure de shoulders an ' den de haid , an ' she 
carry it around from de top of de haid right to de mole [mold ] , an ' from de cen
ter of his foot de re to de bottom . An '  den she take an ' she winds dat up with a 
new co t ton s t ring an ' put nine knots in it . Den she urinates on it an ' she puts 
i t  into a bot tles an ' s top s it up with a cork s toppe r ,  tight , an ' buries it wit 
de s toppe r down , lak dat . Well , dey ' s  go in ' die - goin ' tuh die sho ' s  yo ' bown . 
Every doctor in de world goin ' tell him , "Well , yo ' goin ' die . " Every doctor 
will swear that he goin ' die lung troub le or p alpitation ' .  

Yo ' t ake de linin ' o f  his hat an ' wet i t  an ' put it inside o f  a s tove , yo ' 
know , where yo ' git  dat sut [ soo t ] . 

(Where you clean it out ? )  
Yes . Put it - b all i t  up "In de Name o f  de Father , de Son an ' de Holy Ghos t , "  

an ' put it b ack up undah there in de pipe , an ' don ' t  nevah move it out a dere . 
Dat run him s traight into de ' sylum . 

(Makes him crazy and they take him to the asylum . ) 
[ A  short s tatement ab out man and woman and dog rite - P . C . rite - follows , but 

it is incomplete and too confused to reproduce . ]  
Tuh s top a person from waterin ' ,  yo ' take it [ urine ] an ' put it in a bottle 

an ' put a s topper in it - j es '  s top it up right tight . Dat ' ll s top i t . 
Take de inside o f  yore linin ' o f  yo re shoe out an ' dat will fix yore mind - ah 

know dat , ah t ried da t .  An '  t ake de linin ' an ' - she taken her own b lood an '  wet 
dat down with that an ' wound i t  up . Ah don ' t  know whe ther she put de sulphur in 
i t . Ah druthe r think she put sulphur in it , but she t ied dat thing up an ' put it 
up , an '  dat chile or dat person won ' t s tay home two hours at one time untwill he 
git killed . I t ' ll die from it , be cause dat rag [ inner lining ] she put it in 
wate r [means b lood]  - yo ' unde rstand , dat ' s  de only thing . 

( She places this monthly rag in water or some thing and puts it in a bottle . 
What will that do then? ) 

That ' ll kill her . 
Den yo ' g ive her all de moneys yo ' make , yo ' wear it . Yo ' take dat out , yo ' 

know , dat lit tle b ow dat be ' s  de re in de hat . Take dat out an ' sew it up in a 
red flannel rag an ' yo ' wear it round yore right laig , an ' he ' ll g ive yo ' all de 
money he kin beg , borry or s teal . 

Yo ' take a aig - now dis is de las ' one ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' .  Yo ' take a aig 
an '  yo ' carry it to de graveyard an '  find a wicked man ' s  g rave or a woman ' s ,  an ' 
yo ' take dat aig an ' bury i t  an '  let it stay dere three days ,  an '  den yo ' takes 
it out an ' carry it to the house where yo ' want it trun [ thrown ] , where yo ' want 
' em killed , an '  th row it ovah de top of de house an ' don ' t  look back at it . Don ' 
look b ack at it . In three days time dat person is gone - he ' s  daid . Now dat ' s  
de aig an ' dat ' s  de graveyard . 

Yo ' take an ' g i t  chew some Epsom salts an ' parch it , an ' some sage dat grow in 
de garden - two things yo ' git  an ' put it in dere tea or co f fee , an ' ever ' time 
he smell whiskey or she , dey ' ll vomit lak dat , an ' dey ' ll git so  dey won ' t  wanta 
see whiskey at all . 

(What kin! o f  a t ree ? )  
Sp icewood tree . 
(Where do you buy those trees ? )  
Yo ' buy those trees in New Orleans [ ? ]  in hay bot toms [ ? ] . Now lak a - yo ' 

don ' t find that heah , yo ' find that in N ' Yawk an ' in Washing ton , even in Phila
delphia . There ' s  a place down in Philadelphia where yo ' kin g i t  the sp ice tree -
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yo '  kin git that root from the spice tree . [ Is she t alking about s as s afras ? 
Whatever tree - probably one s truck by lightning . ]  Yo ' git dat root an '  a 
lot t a  people be ' s  ' fraid tub g i t  it . Gott a  g i t  it be tween twelve an ' one a ' clock 
in de night an ' yo ' g i t  that an '  yo ' wear that root around chure wai s t  or in yore 
pocke t , an ' dat make i t  lightnin ' .  

Now , dere ' s  a man in N ' Yawk use de snake- shed an ' de ligh tnin ' in de daytime , 
sunshine - make de lightnin ' .  See j es ' sprinkle i t - j es ' lak a movin ' p i cture 
an '  thunder . Ah seen a man throw thunder but whut he had - he did s aid i t  ws a 
rain frog , j es ' one dose little brown frogs , yo ' see . An '  he had him in his 
pocke t - yo ' unders tand dat . Dey call dese heah lil rain frogs - little bitta  
things - an'  he throwed thunder .  He  j es ' spread it  out lak dat  - i t  look lak de 
yolk of an aig - spread i t  all . Den he got off from i t  an ' he had ab out - ah 
re Ckon ' b out twenty-seven or twenty-eigh t  pie ces of silve r [ ? ]  - dat wus de brown 
spot . An' he showed us whut he did it wi th . 

(They call that an Italian [ish? What does i t  look like ? )  
Yes - look lak a spider . I t ' s  got  right round things lak dat [ demons trates ] . 

I t  has eyes up on top of i t  heah - two eyes up there , an ' i t ' s  roun ' j es ' lak 
dat . I t ' s  got laigs all around . [ This is a squid . ] 

(And they call it Italian fish? ) 
[ Be cause I t alians eat them . I had my firs t one in 1924 at Gamb rinus in 

Naples . ]  
Call it  I talian . 
(Where do they get  them? ) 
Git ' em  outa - ah dunno - git  ' em outa de bay somewhere . 
(Up in New York , you s ay? ) 
Yes . 
( S omebody brought those live ones in? )  
Yes . 
Tub separate a couple , g i t  dere han ' wri t in ' . Yo ' go where their home is an ' 

take de pers on dat yo ' wanta separate - a man an ' his wife . She ' ll take her 
bras s ieres , take de bloomers an '  she boil dem , an ' take a teaspoonful of each 
of de watah an ' put i t  in tea or coffee an ' give it  to ' em ,  an '  dey ' ll separate . 
They ' ll love each othah but dey won ' t live tuhgethah . He won ' t  ca ' - he ' ll ca ' 
fo ' her in a manner an '  in a manner he won ' t .  Don ' t  know whut tub do wit anyb ody 
else . He go  to everybody but he ' s  - to his wife . Now , dat ' s  s o .  

(End o f  137 3 .  This woman knows quite a lot of s tuf f but didn ' t want to tell 
it all today . Oh , another thing , she was a huge fat woman , something like Hump
adee up at Ri chmond , Virg ini a . ) [ Also the Laughing Doctor at Waycross , Georgi a . ] 

• 

NAHNEE - "BOSS OF ALGIERS" 

AXE GOD TUH SEND DIS SPIRIT • • •  AT DE FO 'K OF DIS ROAD • • •  
DEY GONNA TELL YO ' ,  "YO ' GIT A PENCIL AN ' PAPAH " OR 

"YO ' GIT A TYPE [ WRITER] AN ' YO ' TAKE WHUT AH 'M TELLIN ' YO "'· • •  
ALL YO ' HA VE TUH DO, YO ' JIS ' BE BIG-HEARTED • • •  

DEY ' LL WORK WITH YO ' WONDERFUL 

ALGIERS , LOUISIANA 

[Nab-nee or Nahn-ee , informant 1583 , had a reputation . She called herself the 
Boss of A lgiers - qui te a claim to make and de fend in Hoodoo Town . The title 



135 2 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

quo tation comes from the mos t  remarkab le cross road rite I ever heard - s o  much so 
I make a number of  comments about it and her .  She was my se cond mos t voluminous 
informant , requiring 25 cylinders , E 9 4 : 2-E 119 : 1  = 2 9 2 7- 2 95 2 . ] 

Ah wus tellin ' him [ contact man Edward ] ab out de b ee f  tongue fo ' s ep arat ion . 
[ I  have already exp lained in INTRODUCTI ON how a pers on des iring to see me had 

to convince my contact man that he or she unders tood the nat ure of  the mat erial 
I wanted by offering a s ample rite or two . The p resent informant gave the we ll
known b eef- tong ue rite - wi th a diffePenae . Everything she s aid was different . ]  

Yo ' take a beef tongue an ' yo ' hollow it , unders tan ' . Yo ' take it from de top 
an ' on down , out - put a hole in it  lak yo ' goin ' s t uf f somethin ' .  An '  yo ' � 
tuh de graveyard at de s ix hour in de evenin ' ,  but it mus t be on a new moon , an '  
yo ' take some [ dirt ] from a evil g rave - dat ' s  a person whut has b een murdered or 
drowned or somethin ' lak dat of  de kind , an ' died a s inful death . Yo ' take i t  
right a t  de b reas t , right a t  d e  b reas t  of a evil g rave , an ' yo ' go down ab out two 
inches an '  yo ' g i t  a pound - one pound of de dirt . Yo ' take dis dirt an ' yo ' 
take nine new needles , but dey mus t be out o f  a new pack whut has nevah been used 
out of - nine new needles , an ' nine pins out of a pack dat has nevah been used 
out of . Yo ' take dese pins [ and needles ] an ' yo ' cross ' em into dis tongue - yo '  
unders t an ' , j is '  s t i ck ' em ,  cross  ' em into  dis tongue . You take dis party ' s  
name - if  it ' s  a white pers on , yo ' draw de form of a pers on - if dey tall , or  
low , or short , or  whether dey s tout , yo ' draw dere form - or if  dey wear glas s es , 
yo ' put de glas s es on it  - if  it ' s  a white person , it ' s  in red ink yo ' draw it ; 
an ' if it ' s  colored [ person ] , yo ' use b lack ink . Yo ' draw dere form an ' yo ' 
write dere name s ixteen t imes . 

(Where do you write that name? ) 
Yo ' draw de form - here ' s  yore sheet , an ' yo ' draw de form in de middle , an ' 

yo ' write dat name on de bottom [ demons t rates ] .  
(You go all around the form . ) [ Write the name 1 6  t imes ab out the form . ] 
Yes , yo ' write dere name . Now , yo ' put dat into de tongue , yo ' unders tan ' ; 

den yo ' put de graveyard dirt , an ' yo ' put de needles an ' yo ' put de pins - yo ' 
stick ' em all up . Yo ' take fi Ze t [see note later ] . I f  it ' s  a white person , yo ' 
take white peppah ; an ' if it ' s  a co lored person , yo ' take black peppah . Yo ' take 
red peppah [ p ie ces ] , yo ' take dis cayenne peppah [ powdered ] ,  an ' yo ' take de hot 
s tuff yo ' use in de bottle [ pepper s auce - perhaps Tabas co S auce , made at New 
Iberia , Louisiana] . Yo ' take all dat an '  s t uff all dat into dis tongue , under
stan ' . 

[ The p re ceding fi Zet ,  a culinary powder ,  was formerly made from s as s afras 
leaves by Cho ctaw Indians at their old reservat ion on Bayou Lacomb e near Mande
ville and sold in the French Market of New Orleans . From this seasoning the 
Creoles originated the well-known "Gumbo File "  (The Orig inal P i cayune Creole 
Cook Book , 1s t ed . , 1901 ; 9 th ed . , 1938 - when I bought my copy in New Orleans 
on my firs t colle cting t rip - p . 2 6 ,  New Orleans ) . File ( fee- lay) is sometimes 
called by some o f  my informants " file gumbo" or  "gumbo file , "  meaning us ually 
the file used with one of the many gumbos . Gumbo or Gomb o is the name of p re
pared dishes and ano ther name for okra , both Wes t  African names for the same 
vege tab le . ] • 

Now , yo ' git  chew a spool o f  thread an ' yo ' wrap dat tongue . 
(How are you going to wrap that tongue now? ) 
Yo ' starts f rom de top an ' yo ' wrap i t  all de way - wrap i t  all de way , de 

whole length . An '  if it ' s  fo ' .whi te , yo ' t ake white  thread ; an '  if  i t ' s  a 
colored pe rson , yo ' take black thread . An '  yo ' wrap dat tongue an ' yo ' t ie an ' 
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den yo ' bury dat . 
(Where do you bury it - any par t i cular place? ) 
Yo ' t ake i t  out an ' yo ' bury it  at de roo t o f  a t ree - it mus t b e  at de root 

of  it , it  don ' t h ave ttih be nowheres roun ' de p ar ty ' s  place or nuthin . Yo ' kin 
t ake i t  o f f  an ' bury i t  at de roo t o f  a t ree . 

(What does this do? ) 
Dat ' s  fo ' sep arat ion - a confus ion an ' a separat ion . 
(A man and a woman? ) 
Yes stih . 
(Do you write both the man ' s  and woman ' s  name on the paper? ) 
Yessuh - six t een times . 
(Each one six t een time s ? ) 
Yes suh - six t een t ime s each , all ovah de pap ah . 
( Any kind of  a t ree roo t ? )  
Yes suh . 
Ab out de foo t track , i f  yo ' goin ' in dis direct ion [ poin t ing ] . 
(Going away . ) 
Ye s s uh ,  an ' yo ' g o in ' tuh bring me [ b ack] wi t foot t racks - well , now , yo ' see 

de s teps whut ah 'm makin ' but yo ' no t g o in ' let me see dat chew go b ehin ' me an ' 
p i ck up dat dirt , yo ' see . Wel l , yo ' go  b eh in ' me an ' yo ' ket ch nine . Jis ' 
ket ch nine of  mah st ep s , j is '  ket ch nine o f  ' em ,  an ' yo ' b r ing it - yo ' t ake dat 
dir t an ' fo ' colored , yo ' git b rown sugah ; an ' white , yo ' git white sugah . Yo ' 
put it wit dat dirt . See . Yo ' write mah name nine times . Yo ' g o t  nine steps 
an ' yo ' write mah name nine times . Yo ' t ake de brown sug ah , or  if it ' s  white 
yo ' t ake white sug ah - yo ' put wit dat , wit de dirt an ' wit de names . An ' now 
yo ' t ake syrup , white syrup if it ' s  white ; or  i f  it ' s  colored , take brown syrup . 
Unders tan ' ? An ' yo ' t ake dat an ' put it  all togethah wit de names an ' den yo ' 
ligh t a ligh t , a red light onto the name an ' yo ' call de party ' s  name . 

(What is that supposed t o  do then? ) 
Turn ' em aroun ' , yes suh . 
(That makes them come b ack? ) 
Yes suh . 
( Do you light that candle at any par t i cular time or let it burn any particular 

time? ) 
Nine in de mawnin ' - always ligh t it  ' fore nine in de mawnin ' - an ' let it 

burn down , fo ' three days from nine tuh twelve . 
I f  dere ' s  a person int o  a home , dat chew want out , dat disag reeable or some

thin ' of de kind - if yo ' want ' em sent o f f  from de home , yo ' see , sent o f f . 
Well , now , yo ' t ake a egg - if  it ' s  a white person , yo ' t ake a white-shell 

egg from a white hen ; i f  it ' s  a colored person , yo ' take a egg from a black hen . 
Yo ' writ e ,  yo ' draw dat party on the shell o f  dat egg ; yo ' draw dat party ' s form , 
j is '  de form o f  de par ty - dat is , if  dey t all or i f  dey low , yo ' j is '  draw de 
form of dat party . I f  it ' s  colored yo ' write it  wit black , an ' if  it ' s  white yo ' 
write wit red ink . An '  yo ' write dat party ' s name roun ' an ' roun ' de egg . S t art 
from de top of de egg an '  go roun ' an ' roun ' de egg . Write dere name roun ' an ' 
roun ' , very small an ' make it b e  thirty t imes onto dat eg g . Writ e  dere name 
thirty times onto dat egg . Break dat egg inside of  de house , unders tan ' - b reak 
i• ins ide anywhere into dat hous e .  Now , when yo ' break it , yo ' sweep i t  up , pick 
it  up . 

(You break that int o your house - o f  the house o f  the person you want to 
move . ) 

I f  s omeone is into de place where yo ' is - into yore home an ' yo ' want ' em 
away from dere . 
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(You break it  in their room . ) 
An '  now yo ' pick i t  up an ' yo ' carry it  an ' throw it  ovahbo ' d .  See , dat ' ll 

send ' em o f f . 
Now yo ' take a coconut , yo ' take a coconut an ' yo ' open it , unders tan '  - dat 

is , put de hole in it  an ' yo ' turn it  ovah somethin ' ,  a glas s  or  anything , an ' 
yo ' let it  drene [ drain] . Yo ' gotta let it drene fo ' nine days , unders tan ' . 
Now , dis mus t be done on de new moon an '  de moon is  three days ole . Yo ' let it  
drene fo ' nine days . An' aftah dis  coconut drenes fo ' nine days , yo ' go  an ' yo ' 
gits a pound o f  gPaveyard dirt from de grave , right at de breas t . Yessuh , yo ' 
git  dirt from three evil graves fo ' dis coconut , but right at  de breas t ,  but make 
it all togethah , make it be one pile . An ' yo ' put it into dis coconut . Now , yo ' 
s tuff  dis coconut . Yo ' ll put into it  de party ' s name . I f  it ' s  colored , always 
use black ink ; i f  it ' s  white , use red ink . I f  it ' s  a colored person , yo ' use 
b rown pap ah an ' black ink ; i f  it ' s  white , yo ' use white papah an ' red ink . 

Now , yo ' take dis party ' s  name nine times an ' yo ' g i t  red flannen an ' yo ' cut 
dis red flannen in de shape o f  yore tongue - yo ' cut dat red flannen in de shape 
of de tongue . Yo ' cut dat name on de same form an ' fit it  on to dat flannel ,  yo ' 
unders tan ' . Now , yo ' roll dat up tight togethah , roll dat name in a roll lak 
yo ' d  roll a cigarette ; yessuh , towards yo ' , j es '  tight lak yo ' d  roll a cigarette , 
an ' yo ' put it down into dis coconut . Yo ' put dis name an ' dis flannen down into 
dis coconut . Yo ' take a red peppah , one dos e  long red peppah an ' yo ' stuff dis 
name an ' dis flannen down into dis red peppah . See , yo ' hollow dis peppah out 
an ' yo ' put dat down in de coconut , yo ' see . Now , yo ' take quicksilver [see 
ZateP] an '  yo ' take fi le an ' yo ' take Epsom s alts  an '  yo ' take [ something ] powder 
an '  yo ' put all dat into dis coconut . Yo ' see ?  Yo ' take war powdeP an ' yo ' take 
separation powdeP [ and]  yo ' take hot-foot powdeP - yo ' put all dat into dis coco
nut . Now , yo'  take quicksilver an ' yo ' plug dis coconut up with qui cksilve r .  

(You mean that s ilver paper? ) 
Yes suh . Yo ' plug it up where yo ' hollowed it  out yo ' know . Now , yo ' plug all 

of dat into de coconut . Den yo ' plug it up wit dat quicks ilver [ tin foil ] an ' 
yo ' carry it , de coconut - g i t  on a ferryboat or anywhere an ' when yo ' g i t  in 
mids tream , middleways o f  de s tream , yo ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  Dat sends ' em  on off . 

(Do you throw it  overboard in any particular way ? ) [ Such as over the 
shoulder , with an incantation , etc . ] 

In de middle o f  de rivah . 
Well , now , yo ' use a lemon fo ' when yo ' wanta make confusion or when yo ' wanta 

break a person up or  somethin ' o f  de kind - lak dere two parties yo ' wanta break 
up . Yo ' use de lemon fo ' dat . Jes ' take dat lemon an '  yo ' hollah [ hollow] it 
out an ' yo ' take de names of  dose person an ' - yo ' take de two parties , lak it ' s  
a couple . Well , yo ' take de both o f  dere name an ' yo ' write dere name upside 
down , yo ' see , lak dat . Yo ' write de party ' s  name crossways each o thah an '  up
s ide down . Dat ' s  fo ' confusement an ' separation , yo ' see . De white person , yo ' 
use white papah an ' red ink ; fo ' a colored person yo ' use brown papah an ' black 
ink . Now , yo ' write de names crossways each othah . Write dose names an ' yo ' 
take ' em  aftah yo ' plug [see lateP] de lemon an ' hollah it  out , yo ' see . Yo ' 
plug it an ' hollah it  out an ' den yo ' t ake dos e  names an ' yo ' s tuff  ' em  down 
into dis lemon . 

Yo ' write 1have written] dos e  name nine times crossways each othah . Yo ' wrote 
' em  up an '  put ' em  down in de bottom of dis lemon . Now , yo ' take a seed dat dey 
call a guinea seed . I t ' s  a l i ttle b i t  of red seed . Yo ' take dat guinea seed an '  
yo ' take red vinegah [wine vinegar , not apple vinegar] an '  yo ' take dat lemon , 
red vinegah an '  guinea s eed , an '  yo ' take hot s tuff [ pepper s auce ] an ' yo ' put 
into dat lemon . An '  yo ' stuff dat lemon wit all of dis . I f  it ' s  a white person , 
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yo ' use white peppah ; an' if it ' s  colored , yo ' use b lack peppah . Use de black 
peppah an ' de cayenne peppah [powder] , red peppah [pieces of pod] , de hot stuff 
in de bottles [ red pepper in 3 forms ] . Yo ' s tuffin ' de lemon - yo ' s tuffin ' it 
now wit all of dat . Well , aftah yo ' s tuff dat lemon , yo ' plug it - put de plug 
yo ' cut off  de t op ,  yo ' put dat back ovah de top of dere an ' yo ' wrap dat lemon . 
Yo ' wrap it . Now , if it ' s  a whi te person , yo ' wrap it wit whi te thread ; an '  if 
it ' s  a colored person - yo ' wrap i t  roun ' an' roun ' an ' us e de whole spool of 
thread - black thread fo ' colored an ' whi te thread fo ' de white . Yo ' bury dat 
lemon somewhere where watah drips - lak if it ' s  a hydrant in de yard an '  yo ' 
draws watah at dat hydrant an '  de ground is damp all de time undah dere . Yo ' 
bury it  righ t dere . 

Now , soon as dat lemon commence tub rot , de confus ion will s tart , yo ' see ; an ' 
de t ime dat lemon g i t  soft or g i t  rotten , dey go apart . 

Now , tub put a person toge thah or tuh bring a party togethah who has been 
separated - yo ' want dat . Tuh bring a party togethah who has been separated -
i f  i t ' s  a white person , yo ' g i t  whi te syrup ; if i t ' s  a colored person , yo ' g i t  
brown syrup . Yo ' take d i s  party ' s  names nine times an ' write dose party ' s  name ; 
i f  i t ' s  a white person , yo ' write i t  on white papah wit red ink , an '  if i t ' s  a 
colored yo ' write it  on brown papah wit black ink . Yo ' write de p arty an '  if 
it ' s  de man who has separated from de woman , an ' de woman dat wants de man back -
well , yo ' take de man ' s  name firs t ,  s traight on de line , an ' yo ' put dis woman ' s  
name righ t ins ide dis man ' s  name ; i f  i t ' s  de man dat wants de woman b ack , yo ' 
wri te de woman ' s  firs t an '  de man ' s  name right on top of de woman ' s  name , 
straigh t on de line nine t imes , lak dat . [ She is demonstrating . ]  Den yo ' cut 
Chure papah in de shape of a heart , aftah yore names is wrote , an ' yo ' fold�t 
papah to yo '  in de shape o f  a envelope , three corner . Yo ' see ? Yo ' take white 
syrup if it ' s  a whi te person , or yo ' take brown syrup if i t ' s  fo ' colored person , 
an ' yo ' put dose names into dat syrup wit white sug ah , white person , b rown fo ' 
colored person . Yo ' put dose names down into dat an '  yo ' put i t  on de b ack of a 
s tove or heater , anything dat will heat up , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' yo ' let dat 
steam .  Yo ' put de cover on dat , unders tan ' - lak if dey in a syrup can or 
somethin ' ,  well , yo ' put dat cover on dere an '  yo ' set it on de b ack of a stove 
or somethin ' where it will s team up - j es ' let it s team . See . Now , when dat 
s teams , dat ' ll boil de par ty up , yo ' see , dat ' l l s team dem up . Dat ' ll s team 
' em up towards each othah . 

Now , yo ' take de same names in de same form of de same case , an ' yo ' write de 
names in de s ame form an '  cut i t  in de heart shape , an '  yo ' take a small bot tle 
'bout lak a medicine bot tle or somethin ' of de kind , an '  yo ' put de s ame ingredi
ents into dat - lak a white person , whi te syrup or white sug ah , an '  whi te papah 
wit red ink on it - into dat bo ttle an ' yo ' put dat name in dat bot tle . Yo ' see . 
Yo ' take nine rais ins , de raisin lak yo ' buy in de box - yo ' take nine rais in an '  
yo ' put into dat bottle wit dat . Unders tan ' ?  Yo ' take dat bottle an ' yo ' cork 
dat bottle up wit dose party ' s  name an ' thing , an ' yo ' shake dat bot tle . Yo ' 
shake dat bot tle an ' yo ' put it  in de fo ' cornah of a room , any p artic ' lar room , 
an ' turn it , an ' ever ' time - ab out three t imes a day , yo ' shake dat bottle up . 
Dat ' s  fo ' tuh shake ' em up an '  bring ' em togethah . 

(What do you mean by putting i t  in the four corners of the room - you mean 
efther [ any ] corner ? )  

Eithah one o f  dose cornahs where i t  cain ' t  be  seen . 
(You can use either one of these . You can use the bottle or you can use the 

o ther , either one of them , but you don ' t use both of them together . )  
[ This explains my firs t either - I was thinking ahead to a choice between two 

rites . ]  
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No sub . 
Now yo ' kin b ring a person togethah wit dey p i t chure , or yo ' kin bring ' em 

toge thah wit dere socks . 
Yo ' take de pitchure of a person an ' yo ' s t an '  it on a tab le or s t an ' or any

thing , an ' yo ' take a little small clo ck an ' yo ' s tan '  dat clo ck ' side of de 
person ' s  pit chure . Yo ' take a fruit of every kind , lak anything lak a orange 
an ' a app le an ' a pear an ' a banana or bunch of g rapes , an ' yo ' surround dat 
p i t chure . Heah ' s  de p i t chure an ' heah ' s  de clo ck [ demons trates ] .  

( They are s tanding right beside each other . )  
Yo ' s tan '  dat p i t chure up in front - heah ' s  de clo ck in front o f  de p i t chure . 

Yo ' takes de frui ts an ' yo ' surround dat wit de fruits , j es ' surround it  wi t 
fruits . Now , when yo ' surround dat pit chure wit fruits , den yo ' take a light , 
a b lue ligh t , an ' yo ' put it  befo ' dat p i t chure an ' on ev ' ry beat o f  dat clo ck 
yo ' light dat light , candle , befo ' dat p i t chure - an ' ev ' ry beat of dat clo ck , as 
dat clo ck beat s , it ' s  drawin ' dat party . But yo ' turn dat pitchure wit de head 
down - upset ' em yo '  see . Den yo ' light dat light befo ' it an ' when yo ' light 
dat light yo ' call de individual ' s  name dat ' s  on de p i t chure . An '  de individual 
dat chew want tub come back , yo ' call dere name , "Sech-an ' -sech-a-one , ah want 
chew tub go back to sech-an ' -sech-a-one , "  an ' yo ' light chure light . Now , ev ' ry 
beat of dat clock is  goin ' tub bring dat person nearer to de othah . Yo ' burn dat 
b lue candle - yo '  burn nine b lue candle fo ' nine days . Light chure light s ix in 
de mawnin ' or nine in de mawnin ' , from nine tub twelve , or from s ix tub ' leven in 
de mawnin ' . 

(You do that nine days - you use nine candles . )  
Nine candle - one candle a day , nine candles fo ' nine days . 
Yo ' take a pair o f  dirty socks an ' yo ' take de name of dat party dat dese 

socks belong in ' tub , if yo ' wanta bring ' em back home . Dey left home an '  yo ' 
wanta b ring ' em b ack .  Yo ' take de name o f  dat party - if  it ' s  a white party , 
yo ' write it  on white papah an ' red ink , yo ' write de names nine t imes ; i f  it ' s  
a colored person , b rown papah an ' b lack ink . Yo ' wri te de name nine t imes on a 
square p iece of papah of de party dat chew want tub come back .  

(Do you wri te it  down any spe cial way on the paper? ) 
Jis ' on a s traigh t line , one name right undah de othah nine t imes . Yo ' take 

dat sock an ' yo ' fold it  lak yore feet f i t  - yo ' fold dat sock flat j es '  once , 
one sock ,  de le ft- foo t sock .  Yo ' take dat le ft  sock an ' yo ' fold it flat lak 
dat . Yo ' take dat name an ' yo ' put it  into dat sock ,  into dat le ft- foo t sock .  
Yo ' wri te de name ag in nine t imes in de s ame form an '  yo ' put it  into de right
foot sock .  Now , yo ' fold dat sock lak i f  it ' s  de s ame if  a party i s  walkin ' lak 
dis . See , it set in yore sock an ' yo ' walkin ' .  

Now , yo ' take de thyme . Yo ' take thyme an ' yo ' take nine roo ts of pars ley 
root , de roo t of de pars ley . Yo ' take de s traight pars ley , if it ' s  fo ' a man ; 
an ' if i t ' s  a woman an '  yo ' workin ' her s tockin ' , yo ' take dat curley pars ley 
root . Unders tan ' ?  Yo ' take nine roots from de parsley an ' yo ' put it into dat 
sock .  See , yo ' put nine roo ts of pars ley in each sock ,  a piece of thyme - see , 
yo ' put nine roots of pars ley , a piece of thyme , an '  de party ' s name into dat 
sock .  Yo ' put sug ah , white sugah for a white person , or  a colored person use 
b rown sugah - yo ' put into dat sock .  Yo ' put dat sugah an ' thyme an ' nine roots 
o f  pars ley . 3-o ' take dat sock an ' yo ' fold i t  j es '  lak if yore walkin ' .  An '  yo ' 
take a rug lak dis at chure do ' ,  an ' yo ' lifts dat rug up right by de do ' an '  yo ' 
lay dat sock an ' yo ' put two tacks , one at de toe an '  one at de top , j is '  de s ame 
if  de p arty wus walkin ' in de do ' .  Yo ' tack dat down undah de rug an ' yo ' fold 
yore rug back down dere an ' yo ' let dat sock dere . Yo ' take de othah sock an '  
yo ' t ake a p i t chure . Now , de othah sock is fix in de s ame form as dis one - de 
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right-foot sock .  Yo ' take de  fo rm of a pitchure , any kinda wall pitchure dat  has 
a frame on it , yo ' t ake de back offa dat pitchure an ' yo ' place dat sock standin ' 
in de s ame way in de back of dat pitchure , an ' put chure bo ' ds back on de back of 
dat pitchure . String [hang ] dat pitchure up ovah de do ' - dat ' s  [ the picture ' s ]  
got de othah sock ,  de right sock in i t . De left sock i s  at de do ' walkin ' in . 
Yo ' walkin ' right back in . 

(Now , is that clock in front of  the picture or is it  in b ack of  it ? )  
Heah ' s  de pitchure heah an ' heah ' s  d e  clock , right in front o f  de pitchure , 

an '  den surround dem j es ' wit de orange an ' de apples - heah ' s  a pear - heah ' s  a 
banana - heah ' s  grapes - heah ' s  a peach - all aroun ' , de different fruit all de 
way around . 

Now , fo ' tuh return agin , if yo ' got de shoes o f  a person , or  a piece of  dey 
clothes . Yo ' take de pants of a man an ' lak dis is a do ' - yo ' take de laig o f  
·dose  p ants an ' yo ' t ake two nails , an ' yo ' nail d e  laig of  dos e  pants ups ide down 
an '  let dem hang down . Yo ' turn all de pockets wrongsides out . Yo ' see , right 
at de do ' as yo ' come in , yo ' sets  de pants on de s ide of de do ' ,  ups ide down wit 
a nail in each laig . Yo ' take de undershirt of  a man - yo '  have tuh take de tail 
part lak dat , an ' yo ' nail it  by de tail part on de wall , so it hangs ups ide 
down . See , dat ' ll upset  his  mind , an ' draw him b ack towards her . 

Well , now , at de fo ' k  of  a road , if ] t ' s  somethin ' tedious dat yo ' wanta 
undertake tub do  an ' yo ' j es ' feel dat chew cain ' t  accomplish it or some kind , 
yo ' read de Psalms in de Bible dat yo ' re ads . Yo ' read de 9 1  Psalms . Yo ' read 
dat 91 Psalm but chew have tuh read it fo ' nine days . Yo ' read de 91 Psalms fo ' 
nine days an '  at de s ame hour of de day . An '  now , goin ' to de fo ' k  of dis road , 
yo ' have t uh  be at de fo ' k  of dis road at twelve a ' clock in de night . Dat is , i t  
n o  parti c ' lar rule , but j es ' anywhere where a fo ' k  is , yo ' see . An '  yo ' read dis 
91 Psalms an ' yo ' have tuh pray an ' yo ' have tub axe God tuh send dis spirit  dere 
tuh meet chew dere , tuh meet chew dere at de fo ' k  of dis road . Now , when yo ' git  
to  de  fo ' k  of dis  road , yo ' gonna see all kinda thing . Yo ' may git frightened . 

Yo ' reads dis P salms . 
(You read that for nine days but you don ' t  go out to the fork of  the road? ) 
No , yo ' don ' t  go dere , yo ' readin ' dis Psalms an ' yo ' preparin ' yo ' self tuh 

go dere - yo ' preparing tuh go dere . Now , yo ' read dis fo ' nine days now . Today 
is de ninth day , see . Now , yo ' goin ' dere tonight . Yo ' goin ' dere at twelve 
a ' clock tonight . See . Now yo ' readin ' dis Psalm ,  preparin ' yo ' self tuh go dere 
tuh meet de one dat chure gonna meet dere . Now , yo ' ain ' t  gotta go tuh bed , yo ' 
gotta set up . Now , nine a ' clock tuhnight dere gotta be  somebody gonna come dere 
an '  tell yo ' somethin ' .  Dey gonna tell yo ' somethin ' .  Dey ain ' t  gonna tell yo ' 
somethin ' - dey gonna tell yo ' lotsa things . I t ' s  gonna b e  somebody goin ' tuh 
come dere an ' dey gonna t alk to yo ' j es '  lak ah 'm talkin ' to yo ' ,  an '  now dey 
gonna tell yo ' ,  "Yo ' git a pencil an '  papah , "  or "Yo ' git  a type [ writer] an ' yo ' 
t ake whut ah 'm tellin ' yo ' , whut ah 'm givin ' yo ' - [ here ' s  another person inter
ested in my machine ] - yo ' take whut ah 'm g ivin ' yo ' an ' yo ' meet me at twelve 
a ' clock . " Yo ' see . An '  all yo ' have tuh do , yo ' j is ' be  big-hearted an '  yo ' do 
as dey say an '  dey ' ll work wit yo ' wonderful . Den yo ' take all whut dey g ive yo ' 
an '  tell yo ' how tuh do an '  whut tuh do an ' now yo ' meet  ' em dere at twelve 
a '.clock . 

(At the fork of the road? ) 
Yessuh . 
[ I  don ' t  want to read anything into the preceding rite - i t ' s  there . THIS 

WOMAN I S  A MASTER CRAFISMAN who knows every aspect o f  her work - the mos t  im
portant aspect of all , human nature , how far she can go . Ins tead of  offering 
me her variant or variants of the devil meeting a person at the fork or cross-
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road , she throws a good-spirit atmosphere over everything , then tells me she and 
I are performing the fork-of- the-road ri te ! ]  

· 

[ "Yo ' git  [ [ got ] ] a type [ [writer - my Telediphone on whi ch  I pretended to 
wri te ] ] an '  yo ' take [ [ are taking down ] ] what ah 'm tellin ' yo ' ,  whut ah 'm g ivin ' 
yo ' • • •  all yo ' have tuh do , yo ' j is ' b e  b ig-hearted an '  • • •  dey ' ll [ [ I ' ll ] ] work wit 
yo ' wonderful . " ]  

[My reply to her is qui te ordinary . Or i s  i t ? ]  
[Without detracting f rom Nahnee ' s  ins ight o r  sub tracting any g lamor f rom my 

big-heartedness , the reader should b e  informed that a person of her ability and 
reputation , despite the Great Depression and s carcity of money , rarely takes 
chances . Preceding her appearance a confederate of hers , man or woman , had made 
inquires and had actually interviewed me . Neither my contact man nor I could 
ever identify these persons - we never tried , it was a was te of time , though 
occas ionally we spo t ted a s tool pigeon . ]  

Now , a cat , but it mus t b e  a cat dat don ' t  have no white hairs at all . Some 
b lack cat s has little whi te hairs , but yo ' have tuh search ' em well tuh see dat 
dey don ' t  have no white hairs . 

Now , yo ' have tuh ketch dat cat an ' take dat cat - yo ' have tuh have a b ig 
bo ilin ' -po t big enough fo ' dem tuh fit in dat cat . Yo ' have tuh let dat watah 
be boilin ' , boilin ' good , an ' yo ' have tuh take dat cat an ' yo ' have tuh put him 
down in dere ' live . Yo ' have tuh put him down in dere ' live . Yo ' don ' t  have tuh 
kill him , yo ' have tuh put him down in dere ' live an ' j es '  let him boil in dere , 
an ' boil an '  boil , j es '  lak he boil an '  boil till h e  boil to pieces in dere . 
Den , he boil tuh pieces . An '  now it ' s  a bone in his left hin ' laig - dat 
st raight bone from de top part o f  de left hin ' laig - yo ' git  dat bone out o f  
d e  cat . Now , when yo ' git  d a t  bone out , well , de res t  of d e  cat yo ' j es ' throw 
him [ away ] . But yo ' j es '  want dat bone out de left hin ' of de laig . 

An '  now , it ' s  a s traight bone , yo ' see , an ' i t  has lak a lit tle j oint lak at 
de top .  Now , yo ' take a knife or somepin an ' yo ' cut dat little j oint off dat it 
has at de top . Yo ' see , yo ' cut it off round at de top . Now , into dat bone -
yo ' s tuff dat bone . Yo ' see it ' s  hollow on de inside o f  it . Yo ' take dat bone 
an ' yo ' s tuff dat bone . [Here is a new type o f  b lack cat bone (see pp . 74-9 7 )  
dressed o r  magically prepared (see p . 9 2f . ) by an expert . ]  Yo ' git a powdah , yo ' 
unders tan ' ,  whut dey call [ive-[ingah grass , an '  yo ' s tuff it into dis bone . Yo ' 
git  stee l dus t an ' yo ' g i t  dat genuine lodes tone an ' see dat it be ' live . An '  
yo ' take j is '  a piece offa dat lodes tone an '  yo ' mash it up , unders tan ' , so yo ' 
j is ' make i t  into dus t ,  an ' put dat down into dat bone . Yo ' put all dat down in
to dat bone an ' yo ' take a piece of cotton - yo ' unders tan ' ,  dis cot ton dat chew 
use - an ' yo ' s tuff de top of dat bone . Yo ' s tuff dat aftah yo ' done s tuff all 
de ingredients in dat bone - yo ' take a piece of cotton an ' yo ' s top it at de 
top , j is ' a piece of ab sorbant cot ton . Yo ' unders tan ' ?  Now , yo ' keep dat , carry 
dat bone , an ' it mus t b e  concealed into a pocket , lak in a wallet or into 
somepin - j is ' keep it oil [ oiled ] - an ' it mus t be on yore person all de 
time . An '  nobody else mus t nevah touch dat bone but chew . 

(What is that lucky for , now? ) 
Into any game , any kinda games , a crap game , or yo ' could go to a lo ttery 

game - any kinda game dat chew undert ake tuh go into . 
Now , yo ' g{ t  the left wing off a buzzard , but yo ' mus t  ketch dat buzzard 

alive . He mus t be ' live , but take his left wing an ' dis mus t be on de new moon . 
(Do you cut this left wing off the buz zard while i t  is alive ? ) 
While i t ' s  ' live , yo ' j is '  take de left wing off a live buz zard , den turn him 

loose , let him go . Yo ' want the left wing . Yo ' take de left  wing o f  dis buzzard 
an 1 yo ' b ring i t  home . See . Yo ' take dis wing an ' yo ' put i t , or g i t  on top de 
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housetop an ' yo ' put dat wing on top yore housetop , an ' put a nail or somethin ' 
in it tuh see dat i t  won ' t  g i t  away or b low away or nuthin , but j is '  put it on 
top yore housetop an '  let it s t ay up dere fo ' nine days . Let dat buzzard wing 
s t ay up there fo ' nine days . 

Now , aftah nine days time - but dis must  be on de new moon about three days 
old . Yo ' git  up dere aftah nine days an '  yo ' take dat buzzard ' s  wing down . Yo ' 
unders tan ' ?  Aftah yo ' take dat buzzard ' s  wing down yo ' take yore name - yo ' want 
if fo ' yo ' [ me ]  - yo ' take yore name an ' yo ' cuts a papah in de form o f  dat wing .  
See , yo ' cut a papah in de form o f  dat buzzard wing an ' write chure name all ovah 
dat papah , on de form of dat buzzard wing wit [whi te ] papah , wi t red ink for 
whi te , an ' yo ' pas te dat on de ins ide . If i t ' s  a colored person , yo ' take de 
brown papah an '  yo ' cut it in de form of dat wing an ' write it wit b lack ink , 
yore name . Dat ' s  fo ' yo ' [ her ] . Now , yo ' take dat papah an ' yo ' set it on dat 
wing undah de wing . See , not on de top part , an '  yo ' take dat wing an '  yo ' bring 
it into yore house an ' yo ' nail i t  right up ovah de do ' .  An '  yo ' be able in 
ever ' thing , all kinds of  success , all kinds of  money . Yo ' b e  ab le tuh do any
thing yo ' wanta do . Dat brings in all kinda succes s , all kinda money an '  things 
dat yo ' wouldn ' t  even imagine - able to mas ter anything dat come along . 

Now , a bat . Yo ' take a bat - dat ' s  de thing dat ' s  got all those claws on him .  
Yo ' take a bat an '  yo ' take a live lodes tone - i t  mus ' b e  ' live . 

(Well , how can you tell whether that lodestone is alive o r  dead? ) 
Stee l dus t - yo ' git stee l dust an ' yo ' put dat lodestone , j i s '  put i t  down , 

an ' it pick up all dat stee l dust .  I f  i t  don ' t  pick up , it ' s  a dead s tone . 
Now , you take - dis is whut chew call , whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now , dis is whut 

yo ' call a gamb lin ' han ' .  Di s is a han ' an ' whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' wi t dis , yo ' 
kin go in any gamb lin ' game in de worl ' an ' j is '  clean up . De wings of dose b ats 
will disturb a game . 

Now , yo ' take dis live lodestone an '  yo ' g i t  a b at .  Yo ' take a bat eye , an '  
yo ' take a bat wing - a piece of  a b at wing . I t  mus ' b e  three claws on de part 
dat chew take - i t  mus t be three claws onto dat part of de wing dat chew take . 
Now , yo ' take a piece o f  dis buckskin an '  yo ' git  a small bottle o f  b ay rum , git 
de genuine bay rum , an' yo ' cut a piece of  dat buckskin about large enough tuh 
make a lit tle b ag .  Yo ' place i t  in a s aucer an '  yo ' soak i t  into de bay rum fo ' 
three days . Yo ' unders tand . Yo ' git  a spool of  green thread an '  a spool of  
yellah thread - i t  mus t be silk thread , see - an ' a spool of  red thread . [ Three 
threads - each of a di fferent color . ]  But it mus t  be silk thread . 

Now , yo ' git a piece o f  a veil - yo ' unders tan ' , of  a new-bo ' n  b aby dat wus 
bo ' n  wit a veil . Yo ' see someone an '  yo ' gits i t . If  i t ' s  a b ag fo ' a man , � 
git i t  from a b oy chile ; if  i t ' s  fo ' a woman , yo ' git  i t  from a g irl chile . Now , 
yo ' take j es ' a small piece about large as yore fingahnail an ' yo ' place dat 
small piece of veil , yo ' unders tan ' ,  wi t a lodes tone , a live lodestone , an ' a 
small quantity of  stee l dust , j es '  about lak yo ' could take up wi t yore fingah , 
see , an ' a sprig o f  five-fingah grass . Now , yo ' take paradise seeds . Yo ' place 
all dat togethah , yo ' s ee , wi t dis b at eye an ' a piece of de bat wing . See . 
Now , you make yore b ag of dat . Yo ' puts a silver dime into dat , yo ' see . 

Now , yo ' git S t .  Raymond an '  S t . Peter medals , a small medal , an '  yo ' p lace 
it wi t dat silver dime into dat an '  yo ' make yore bag out  o f  red flannel . See , 
make yore b ag out o f  red flannel ,  lil small b ag , an ' yo ' place all dat into dis 
red flannel b ag .  Now , yo ' take yore buckskin an ' yo ' sew de buckskin bag up ; 
j is ' sew it wi t red , yellah , an ' green silk thread - yo ' see , wi t de red firs t . 
Yo ' come ovah i t  wi t de green , yo ' see , dere ' s  de green money ; an ' yo ' come ovah 
it wi t de yellah , dat ' s  fo ' yellah money . Now , yo ' sew dat wi t dos e  three 
threads - go roun ' i t  three times wi t three threads . Dat is , yo ' place de red 
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bag into de buckskin b ag ,  yo ' unders tan ' , an ' yo ' sew it wit dose three threads . 
An ' af tah yo ' sew it wi t dose three threads , yo ' take good whiskey . Now , 

_three t imes a week - Monday , Wednesday , an ' Friday - yo ' dPess dat b ag ,  yo ' see . 
Yo ' j is '  dampen i t , yo ' unders tan ' , wit dat good wh iskey , an ' yo ' ll be ab le to 
go off anywhere in any game - j is ' lak yo ' throw down , yo ' ll pick u�. 

[ While the machine was off , I asked about the medals . ]  
I f  somebody place S t . Peter medal in dere , dat ' s  if St . Peter got de keys , yo ' 

see . [The S t . Peter medal mus t have the keys . ]  St . Raymond , he go t de treasures 
of de world . S t . Raymond is fo ' de money . S t . Peter is fo ' tub open de way fo ' 
yo ' tub git i t , an' St . Raymond is fo ' de money . 

(That is if you put those two medals in the b ag . )  [ The gamb ling hand. ] 
Dat ' s  i t . 
Well , now , de hair from a person .  Yo ' t ake de hair of a person , from a person 

haid . Fo ' ins tance , if yo ' wanta put a spell on dat person or run ' em crazy or 
some thin ' of de kind , well , yo ' take de hair of dat party an ' yo ' burn dat hair . 
Yo ' take [ightin ' vinegar , an ' yo ' take [ightin ' peppah , cayenne peppah , black 
peppah an ' red peppah . Yo ' put all dat , ever ' thing ho t , into a bottle but dis 
bot tle mus t be a brown bottle - if it ' s  a colored person , yo ' put it in a brown 
b o t tle , yo ' see , or either a brown j ug or brown bot tle , s omep in o f  de kind ; if 
i t ' s  fo ' wh ite , yo ' put it in a wh i te bot tle .  An ' yo ' put dat party ' s  hair down 
in dere , into all o f  dat . Now , yo ' take de party ' s  name - if i t ' s  white , use 
whi te papah and red ink , an ' yo ' cross de name nine times on dat papah an '  yo ' 
put down in dere ; if it ' s  a colored person , use brown papah an ' black ink , an '  
yo ' place dat name down into all o f  dis - j is '  wi t dat hai r .  Now , yo ' gonna g i t  
a black candle . Now , yo ' take d a t  black candle an ' wri te dat party ' s name roun ' 
_and roun ' dat b lack candle nine times . See . Now , yo ' place dat candle into dat 
entrance in dat bot tle an ' yo ' burn dat black candle on dat , an '  dat person will 
git j is '  clean outa dere haid - set dem crazy . 

( Do you set  that candle at  any particular t ime or burn them in any number? ) 
Now , dat candle , yo ' place i t - see lak a fire grate - yo ' place dat ins ide of 

de fire grate . See , place dat in de fire grate an ' put some pro te c tion so dat i t  
won ' t  be  seen . Now , yo ' light dat ligh t at  ' leven a ' clo ck hour in de day - dat ' s  
' leven a ' clo ck hour . 

De hair of a person kin be used in many ways fo ' diff ' rent things . Fo ' in
s tance , now , yo ' t ake de hair from a person haid an ' - yo ' take three s t rands of 
hair from a person ' s  haid an ' yo ' take three s trands of hair from de o thah part , 
an ' yo ' put dose s trands o f  hair togethah , unders tan ' . An ' yo ' put dose s trands 
of hair toge thah wit de party ' s  names , yo ' see . Yo ' wri te de name s ix t imes - a 
whi te person on whi te papah wit red ink , an '  de colored person on b rown papah wit 
black ink . Yo ' wri te de names six [ demons trate s ] . 

( S traight , one af ter ano ther , underneath . )  
Yessuh .  Now , yo ' carry dat s ix s trands of hair dere , three from each place . 

Now , yo ' put dat dere hair toge thah .  Den yo ' fold dat up into dat papah . yo ' 
see . Now , i t ' s  a whi te person , den yo ' gonna take wh i te sug ah an ' yo ' gonna 
take de cinnamon - dat ' s  usually sp ice . Yo ' take cinnamon an ' yo ' take wh i te 
sugah fo ' a whi t e  person ; yo ' take b rown sugah an ' cinnamon fo ' a colored person . 
Yo ' fold dat into de papah wi t dat s ix s trands o f  hair an ' de name . Yo ' fold dat 
up , yo ' see • •  Now , dat kin be concealed in a lit tle bag or it kin be kep t  into a 
walle t or pocke t book or s ome thin ' , but dis party hair , dis individual mus t have 
i t  on dem all de t ime , yo ' see . An '  as long as dey carry dat on dem , dis person 
is gonna be righ t down undah dem . Dat ' s  to keep ' em righ t down undah dem - dey 
j es '  have tub do anythin ' dey s ay do , j is '  dance while dey [make ]  mus i c .  

(That will control them? ) 
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Yes sub . 
Dat somethin ' o f  de same sort . Now , yo ' take de dirt from undah her left 

foot - it mus t b e  yore lef t  han ' , yore left foot . Yo ' take de dirt from undah 
yore le ft  fingahnail an ' yo ' take de dirt out chure le ft toenail an ' from undah 
de bottom o f  yore left foot . Yo ' take all o f  dat . Now , fo ' ins tance , if a 
party , if a woman wants a man - she cain ' t rule dis man , she cain ' t g it him tub 
do lak she want him tub do - well , she ' ll take all dat . Now , each time she cook , 
make cof fee or anything , why she kin j is '  put a little o f  dat in dere - j is '  feed 
him offa dat . Now , dat j is '  put him right  down undah her  fee t . He  have tub do 
j is '  lak she say to him .  

Lak if a man is gone o f f  o r  i f  a woman is gone off an ' yo '  want ' em t ub  come 
b ack .  Now yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in a b ot tle . 

(This chamber Zye . ) 
Yes s ub , an ' yo ' take de name of  dat party - if it ' s  a white person , yo ' take 

de name on white papah and red ink . Now , say yo ' want ' em tub come b ack , � 
got t a  touch dere heart . Yo ' make it in de shape of a heart , chew know - yo ' cut 
chure papah in de shape of a heart . Yo ' write  dat party ' s  name in dat heart six 
times . Yo ' put it into dat bottle where de chamber Zye is . See . Yo ' take nine 
roots of parsley an ' nine roots  o f  thyme an ' yo ' put it down into dat chamber 
Zye .  Yo ' take Epsom salts , three teaspoons of Epsom salts , an ' three teaspoons 
o f  b akin '  powder - see , dat ' s  tub rise him up - an ' de Epsom salts , yo ' know dat 
works yo ' .  Yo ' put dat into dat b o t t le an ' yo ' stop dat b o t t le up . Now yo ' 
shake dat b ot tle an ' ever ' time yo ' shake dat bottle dat riles de person up . 
See , all s tuff g it tub workin ' an ' dat riles ' em up ,  yo ' see . 

(Whose chamber Zye do you put in that b o t tle? ) 
I f  it ' s  a man or woman , either one . Lak fo ' ins tance it ' s  a woman , see , an ' 

i f  it ' s  a man wants de woman an ' woman done left an '  he wants her tub come b ack , 
an '  he ' s  got on de b ack of  her an ' caught some o f  her chamber Zye , see . 

(The person you want to b ring back , you use their chamber Zye ? )  
Yes . 
(And if this is  a colored person , you use the b rown paper and the b lack ink . )  

[ Three periods show I am repeating what was g iven while machine was stopped . ]  
Yes s ub . 
Yo ' take de root o f  a g rass dey call pokeroot [ poke o r  pokeweed which is not 

a g rass ] . Yo ' git a large root of dis pokeroot an '  yo ' hollah it  out . Yo ' t ake 
de person ' s  chamber Zye an ' put it  in a small b o t t le . Yo ' put dis in a small 
b o t t le wit 's tu�ments powdah ( disturbment )  [ note by my trans crib er ] , b Zack w� 
powdah , devi Z  dus t [ three powders ] .  Yo ' put all dat into dis b o t t le wit dis 
person ' s  chamber Zye . Yo ' write dis party ' s  name all kinda crossways - a white 
person wit white papah an ' red ink , a colored person wit b rown papah an ' b lack 
ink . Yo ' write it crossways , de names . Yo ' write dey name nine times cros sways 
fo ' dis an ' yo ' roll it  up lak yo ' take a piece of  papah an ' j is '  wrap it lak 
dat , twis t ,  an ' yo ' put it down into dis b ottle .  Now , yo ' take dis bot tle an ' 
yo ' bury it , dis b ot tle into dis pokeroot . [A pokeroot can b e  quite large . ]  
Now , yo ' take dis pokeroot an ' yo ' carry it off  an ' yo ' b ury it upside down . 
I t. could b e  in yore b ackyard or in somebody else ' s  yard , or in some field or 
anywhere , but it mus t be buried ups ide down , an ' turn i t  to sunrise . If yo ' 
bury it in de yard , it mus t b e  in the corner o f  the yard towards sunrise .  Yo ' 
see . Well , now dat ' s  gonna have dat person clean out dere mind . An ' dat bottle , 
it ' s  gonna make ' em  drag , �' an ' dey gonna lose dere mind an ' dey gonna g it 
clean out dere head an ' dey drag . An ' when dat bot tle is gonna bus t - an ' it be 
undah de g round a leng th of  time it ' s  gonna bus t  when dat root frizzles up , when 
dat root dries up . An ' j is '  as dat root dries up , dat person dries up an ' dat 
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bottle i s  gonna bus t ; an ' when dat bottle bus t s , dat person i s  gonna pass on . 
Dat s omethin ' of de s ame sort , in de light o f  de s ame line . I t  may be t aken 

in a b o t t le , yo ' see , an ' p lace de individual ' s  name in dere . As ah ' fo re s ay ,  
a white person a white papah wit red ink , an ' colored person b rown p apah an ' 
black ink . Yo ' write de re names nine t imes , s t raigh t along yo ' know , an ' yo ' 
put - i f  i t ' s  a woman whut workin ' on de man , well , yo ' t ake her name firs t an ' 
put de m an  name ; wri te de man name into her name s t raight on a l ine nine t imes . 
Yo ' see , she places [ that name ] into dis ahamber Zye . She puts sug ah in dere -
for a white person , put white sug ah ; an ' i f  a colored pers on , put brown sug ah . 
S ee , yo ' p lace dat sug ah into dis ahamber Zye an ' yo ' p lace honey - i f  i t ' s  a 
colo red person , yo ' p lace honey in dere ; an ' if i t ' s  a white person , yo ' place 
dis whi te Karo syrup into de re - yo ' s ee , wit dis name . Yo ' t ake dis b o t t le an ' 
yo ' cork i t  up , an ' she t ake dis b o t t le an ' she place i t  into her mat t res s ;  open 
her mat tress up an ' she place i t  into dis mat tress , yo ' s ee . An '  as long as dis 
b o t t le is into dis mat t res s , well , dis p arty - dis man , yo ' see , i s  right wit dis 
woman . 

( She puts his ahamber Zye in the bottle ? )  
Yes , in dat bot tle . O r  i f  i t ' s  a man , he ' ll put d e  woman ' s  yo ' see . 
Well , yo ' see , yo ' t ake a pers on ' s  p as s age an ' yo ' t ake dey names - i f  i t ' s  a 

white pers on , yo ' t ake white p ap ah  an ' red ink ; a colored person , yo ' t ake b rown 
pap ah an '  black ink . Yo ' write dat p arty ' s  name all kinda ways j is '  all ovah a 
square piece o f  papah an ' yo ' write dere name all kinda ways , nine t imes . An '  
yo ' take dat pas s age an ' yo ' put cayenne peppah an ' yo ' put black peppah - fo ' a 
white person yo ' put white peppah . Yo ' t ake war powdah an ' yo ' take war vine
gar - war vinegah an ' war powdah . Yo ' take devi l ' s-shoe s t ring an ' devi Z dust.  
Yo ' p lace all dat into dat . Yo ' take fightin ' peppahJ �ghtin ' vinegah . Yo ' 
put all dat into dat p as s age an '  yo ' take dat p as s age an ' yo ' wrap i t  up wit 
black thread - see , if i t ' s  a white pers on , yo ' put it in a white pap ah , a b ig 
piece o f  white p ap ah , an ' yo ' wrap i t  up an ' yo ' t ie i t  an '  wrap i t  wi t a whole 
spool o f  white thread ; if i t ' s  a colored person , yo ' g i t  a large p ie ce of b rown 
p ap ah  an ' yo ' wrap i t  up lak a package an '  yo ' wrap i t  wi t a whole spool o f  black 
thread , see . But whils t yo ' wrappin ' dat package , yo ' wrap 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  
8 ,  9 ,  yo ' s ee , an ' yo ' wrap dat nine t imes each t ime . Den yo ' wrap dat whole 
spool of thread an ' ever ' t ime yo ' make i t  in nine wrap s , yo ' make de wish whut 
chew want done t o  dat , yo ' see . Yo ' make dat wish each t ime yo ' wrap , ever ' nine 
wrap s . Wrap dat package . Yo ' take dat package an ' yo ' bury i t , see . Yo ' bury 
dat package . Now , when dat package i s  buried undah de g round , well , dis p as s age 
dries up , s ee . Dis p as s age , i t ' s  buried , yo ' see , an ' while i t ' s  buried all dis 
s tuff i s  gonna commence tub workin ' up . Ever ' thing in dere i s  ho t , i t ' s  g onna 
commence tub workin ' up , see . Now , dis p arty i s  g onna s t ar t  tuh runnin ' roun ' 
lak a wi ld person . He ' s  g o in ' crazy . Now , he g o in ' c razy , an ' when dis dries 
up - dis p as s age , when it dry up , dis person will pass out . 

(That kills them . ) 
Yessub . 
[Machine on too late for the first few words ] or eithah de little b ow dat be ' s  

in de back of de hat . I f  a man he don ' t want a woman , an ' he j is '  will g o  roun ' 
her an ' ca ' les s , an ' she j is '  cain ' t g i t  him to do lak she want him tuh ,  but he 
will hang roun ' he r ,  or he goin ' roun ' some o thah woman or somethin ' ,  an ' she 
wants him tuh come tub he r ,  or be mo ' friendly wit her , or somethin ' mo ' lovin ' . 
Why , she ' ll take dat bow out of his hat , an ' she ' ll take Zove powder , an ' she 
t ake the Thpee Jaaks . Take Jack 1 [ Jack No . 1 ] . 

(What i s  the Three Jaaks ? )  
nat ' s a per fume - de Three Jaaks . Yo ' take de Joakey CZub an '  de Jaak 1 -
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three perfumes . Yo ' take de three perfumes an ' put ' em int o  one in a bottle . 
Yo ' take a powdah dey call Zove powdah . Yo ' take dat powdah an ' yo ' take dat 
lit tle bow an '  yo ' put dat down into de bottle . All dat is into dis bottle now . 
Yo ' take dat bow an ' yo ' put i t  down int o  dis b o t t le . Now , yo ' t ake de names o f  
d e  individual , s e e , an ' yo ' draw d e  f o rm  o f  d e  individual ; i f  dey tall o r  sho ' t  
or low or whut , yo ' draw dere form . See , yo ' draw dere form an ' yo ' put ' em  
togethah . See , da t '  s de man an ' dat ' s de woman . Now , yo ' put de names ovah de 
form s ix  time s . See , dis de man an '  de woman dat chew want togethah - i f  i t ' s  a 
m an  dat chew want s  tub bring closer wi t de woman , y o ' put de man ' s  name at de 
bottom an '  de woman name on top of de man name ; i f  i t ' s de woman dat j ealous wit 
de man , well yo ' put de woman name firs t an ' den put de man ' s  on top of de wo
mans . Now , yo ' put de names an '  thing s - yo ' fold ' em  in three corners an ' yo ' 
put dem down into de b o t t le wi t dis b ow an ' dis othah ingredient s an ' y o ' s top 
dat b o t t le up . Now , dat bottle j i s '  s imp ly mus t b e  kept s topped up an '  j i s '  
shook up , at lea s t  ab out three t imes a day . 

(Ab out this paper - do you use any color paper ? )  
Yes . Well , ah use de white papah fo ' de white wit de red ink an ' de b rown 

papah fo ' de colored wi t b lack ink . 
( In drawing the form and everything , you use one ink or the other , according 

to the color ? ) 
Yes s ub . 
Well , now , i f  a m an  i s  runnin ' around - f o '  a woman tub keep a man , lemme s ay ,  

close to her , why she t akes dis man name an '  g i t  a b o t t le . Yo ' t ake de name dat 
is o f  de party dat chew want close to yo ' .  Yo ' take di s party name - i f  i t ' s  a 
white person , use white papah an '  red ink all de t ime ; a colored person ,  use 
brown papah an ' b lack ink . Now , yo ' take dis party ' s  name , if y o ' want ' em  close 
to yo ' ,  an ' yo ' cut dis papah in de shape o f  heart - y o ' have tub touch dere 
heart . Yo ' draw de form of d i s  party onto dis pap ah  an ' den yo ' write de name 
on top of dis form into dis heart . Now , i t ' s  de woman dat want s de man , den she 
wri te de man ' s  name firs t an '  write her name into de man ' s  name on t op , into dis 
heart . She ' ll take dese names an ' fold dis heart an ' put i t  down in a b o t t le . 
Yo ' unders tan ' . Now , i f  i t ' s  a white m an , she ' ll t ake white syrup , white Karo 
Syrup , s ee , an ' white sug ah , an ' she ' ll take nine rais ins an '  nine seeds o f  par
adi s e , a John de Conker roo t ,  an '  place into dis b o t t le ; if it ' s  a colored per
s on ,  she ' ll take b rown syrup or honey an ' p lace in dere wi t b rown sug ah , wit 
b rown s ug ah , wi t b rown p apah an '  b lack ink wri tin ' , an ' she ' ll take nine para
dise seeds an ' she ' ll take a John de Conker roo t an '  place int o dat b o t t le - one 
John de Conker roo t .  See , dat ' s  tub conker dis man . She ' ll p lace all dat into 
dis b o t t le an '  she ' ll s t op it up . 

Now , she ' ll put dis up ovah de frame of de do ' see , b ut it mus ' b e  at a 
entrance where dis individual g oe s  in an ' out , eithah at her front do ' or her 
back do ' , but it mus t b e  at a do ' where he come in mo ' regulah . 

An '  den ag in , she kin take a red onion . See , di s i s  on de s ame sub j ect . She 
take a red-skin onion , dat is de s e  red onions dat ' s red all ovah . Yo ' take one 
dose onions an '  yo ' cut de t op o f f  it an ' y o '  hollah it all out - hollah it all 
out lak yo ' g onna s tuff i t . All righ t . Yo ' hollah dat all out an ' yo ' take de 
nqe of dat party , if i t ' s  a man dat want s  de woman or de wom an dat want s de 
man - i f  it ' s  white , yp ' t ake white papah an '  red ink ; an ' if it ' s  colored , yo ' 
take b rown papah an ' b lack ink . Yo ' write de name o f  dis party , writ e  de name 
s ix t imes - s e e �  into each othah , an ' yo ' p lace it int o di s onion . Yo ' gotta 
s tuff dis onion now . Yo ' p lace de name alway s at de b o t t om of dis onion . Den 
yo ' take Ep som salt s . See . Yo ' take b akin ' powder an '  yo ' t ake fi le . An '  yo ' 
take a white s ug ah  if i t ' s  a white person ,  or i f  it ' s  a colored pers on yo ' take 
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brown sugah ; an ' yo ' s tuf f it in dere wit cinnamon , combat cinnamon . Yo ' s tuff 
dat in dere . Yo ' take de plug dat chew taken off , de top dat chew cut off dat 
onion , an ' place it on de top an ' yo ' wrap dat onion - if i t ' s  whi te [ person ] , 
yo ' wrap it wit white thread ; i f  it ' s  colored [ person ] , yo ' wrap i t  wit black 
thread . Yo ' wrap dat onion ' cross de top an ' round an ' round , but chew make 
nine wraps onto dat onion . Yo ' wrap i t  nine times an ' yo ' break yore thread 
off . Now , heah is de do ' s tep ,  de front do ' or a b ack do ' - i t  mus t b e  buried 
undah a front s tep or a b ack s tep somewhere dat de individual crosses ovah ; de 
main place where he cross tub come in b ack an ' fo ' th .  See , dat ' ll keep him to 
yo ' .  Dat hold him an ' keep him down undah yo ' .  

(Each time you wrap that thread around nine times , you break i t  off?  Then 
you wrap it around ag ain and break it o f f ? )  

Yo ' wrap i t  nine times - make nine wraps in all . Yo ' see heah ' s  three , heah ' s  
s ix , an '  heah ' s  nine . Yo ' loop i t  an ' t ie i t  an ' break it  off . [ Demons trates . ]  

(Three around one way , then turn around and three around the o ther way , then 
three around the o ther way again . ) 

Three around agin an ' den yo ' come b ack de s ame way yo ' went an ' loop three 
ag in - nine wraps . 

[ She s tarts to tell me some thing about a caske t ( co f fin) and s top s . ]  
(Tell me about that lit tle caske t . )  
Dat ' s  tub pass a person out . Yo ' take a box an ' yo ' makes it  lak a cigah box 

or any kind o f  a small box o f  de kind , an ' yo ' take dat cigar box an ' yo ' take it 
tub pie ces , lak ' s it made , an ' yo ' t ake i t  tub pieces an ' yo ' cut it  in de form 
of j es '  de s ame as yo ' wus makin ' a caske t fo ' a person , but chew make it  small . 
No� , yo ' ll make dat caske t an ' yo ' take , i f  it ' s  a whi te person , yo ' take white 
s ilk an ' yo ' lined dat box all j is ' lak a caske t is made ; i f  it ' s  a colored 
pe rson , yo '  take black or brown silk an ' lined dat b ox .  

Now , yo ' git a doll - it mus ' be a rubb ah doll . Now , yo ' t ake dis rubb ah 
doll - i f  it ' s  a white pe rson , yo ' g i t  a whi te rubb ah doll ; an ' if it ' s  a colored 
person , yo ' git one dose brown rubb ah dolls . An '  yo ' t ake dat rubb ah doll , an ' 
yo ' take dat doll an '  yo ' makes coffee , black coffee , an ' yo ' set up all night . 
Yo ' ll take dat doll an '  yo ' ll t ake an ' lay i t  on a t ab l e  an ' yo ' ll dress de doll , 
j i s 1 lak if yo ' wus shroudin ' a person . Yo ' take dat doll , i f  it ' s  a white 
person an ' yo ' ll write red ink all ovah dat doll - dat party ' s name all ovah 
dat doll - an ' if it ' s  a colored person , yo ' ll use black ink an ' write i t  on a 
brown doll , all de party ' s  name all ovah dis doll ; all ovah de body o f  de doll , 
all ovah , j is '  as many times as yo ' kin g i t  it on dere . An ' now yo ' ll dress dat 
doll - if it ' s  a colored pe rson , yo ' ll dress dat doll up in brown s ilk or black 
s ilk , an '  j is '  de s ame as if yo ' wus shroudin ' a person . An '  now yo ' ll git per
fume an ' powdah an ' ever ' thing an ' yo ' ll dress dat doll ' s  face - i f  it ' s  a color
ed person , yo ' ll g i t  b rown powdah an ' yo ' ll dress de doll ' s  face ; an ' i f  it ' s  
white , yo ' ll git white powdah an ' dress  her face . An '  yo ' lay dat doll out on 
a t able an ' yo ' make a b ig pot of bl ack co f fee , at night now , ' bout nine a ' clock 
an '  yo ' make a pot o f  black co ffee , an ' yo ' set up dere all night wi t dat doll , 
an ' yo ' set  dat pot o f  black co ffee de re , an '  de doll is laid out on de t ab le or 
some thing , de s ame as if yo ' wus wakin ' a pers on , dat yo ' set dere ovah dat doll 
all night . See . Now , ' fore sunrise yo ' take dat doll off  dat table an ' yo ' 
place dat doll into dis b ox dat chew prepared , unders t an ' , lak a co f f in . Now , • 
y o '  place dat doll in dis box an ' yo ' cover dis box up an ' yo ' ll nail dis box up 
wi t nine brass-head t acks . ' Fore nine a ' clock dat night yo ' ll f ind some kinda 
means tub place dis co f f in undah a s teps or undah a party ' s  house dat chew done 
� it fo ' .  Yo ' unders tan ' , lak if it ' s  yo ' ah wanta pass out , well , ah ' ll place 
it undah yore house or undah yore s teps . 
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Now , when yo ' find dis undah yore s teps - yo ' see , dis i s  goin ' tub s tay undah 
yore s teps , undah yore house . Ah ' m goin ' tub place i t  dere an ' i t ' s  gonna be 
dere . Now , yo ' daid an '  ah done buried you dere , yo ' see . Now , j es ' lak ah 
buried dis dere , we ll , dat ' s de way dey g onna bury yo ' • 

( I  am going t o  pas s  out - I am going to  die . ) 
Yes sir . 
( I  see . ) 
(You can make a person commi t  a murder you s ay? How do they do that ? )  
[ To]  make a man kill a woman , or a woman kill a man , yo ' gi t  a doll , rubb er 

do ll . Now , i f  i t ' s  a white person , yo ' git a white doll ; if i t ' s  a colored 
person yo ' git  a b rown doll . Now , i f  yo ' wanta make a man cut a woman tub death , 
or i f  yo ' wanta make him shoot her . I f  yo ' wanta make ' em  cut a person to  death , 
yo ' take a doll  an '  yo ' ll take a knife an ' yo ' ll write this party ' s  name . I f  
it ' s  a white person , yo ' g i t  a white doll an ' yo ' write dis party ' s  name all ovah 
dis doll wit red ink . Now , yo ' ll take a knife an '  yo ' ll split dis do ll righ t at 
de heart . Or if yo ' wan t  d i s  man tub cut d i s  woman ' s  throat , yo ' l l cut dis 
doll ' s  neck mos ' clean off . See . 

Now , yo ' ll take dis doll , aftah yo ' cut dis doll , an ' yo ' take it  an '  yo ' ll go  
an ' yo ' ll find a way tub bury i t  undah dese people house . Now , when yo ' bury dis 
doll undah dese people house , yo ' burn - light a black candle ovah de spo t where 
yo ' bury it ; see , a b lack candle . But de candle mus ' have dis party ' s  name dat 
yo ' have dere name wrote on de candle , an ' yo ' bury it undah dere hous e , an ' yo ' 
light dat b lack candle on top o f  dere . Now , when dis black candle goin ' burn 
down to de g round , he ' s  g oin ' commit de murder . 

(Now , you s ay that ' s  that white doll with the red ink . And what about the 
colored pe rson , now? ) 

Dat de colored doll wit b lack writ ing . 
(You don ' t  make a little box for this doll ? )  
No  suh . 
Yo ' t ake a coconut . Now , yo ' t ake dat coconut an ' yo ' plug i t  an '  yo ' drain 

dat coconut , drain de watah out of i t . Now , aft ah yo ' drain de watah out of i t , 
if  yo ' want dis man t uh  t'Pick dis woman or beat her or  anything - well , now , yo ' 
take dis coconut an '  yo ' drain de watah out o f  it . I f  yo ' want dis man tub whip 
dis woman an ' t'Pick her an ' ever ' thing , yo ' buy a cat-o ' -nine-tails - whut chew 
call a cat-o ' -nine-tails , yo ' buy one of dat . [ Where? Curio mail-order firm? 
Hoodoo drug s tore ? ] Yo ' drains de watah out of de coconut an ' yo ' take dese two 
party name dat chew want tuh do dat . I f  it ' s  a white person , yo ' use white papah 
and red ink ; i f  it ' s  a colored person , yo ' use b rown papah an ' b lack ink . Yo ' 
write dese two party name , de man ' s  an ' de woman . Yo ' write dere names all kinda 
ways all ovah dis papah . Yo ' put dat down into dis coconut , yo ' see . Now , yo ' 
puts graveyard dirt - yo ' g i t  i t  f rom de b reast of de grave , right where de party 
b reas t , but it  mus t be about two inches down in de g round - g i t  dis dirt . 

(From any grave . )  
An '  yo ' put dis graveyard dirt int o  dis coconut , see . Now , yo ' git  dis 

powdahed hot-foot powdah , yo ' see . Yo ' git  dis devil ' s-shoes tring an '  yo ' g i t  
d i s  con[usement powdah ; yo ' g i t  's turbments powdahs - yo ' see , yo ' g i t  �settin ' 
powdahs . Yo 1 g i t  all dat powdahs an ' yo ' put i t  into dis co conut wit dis party ' s  
n�es as  ah ' fo re s ai d . Now , yo ' plug dis coconut up - an' yo ' t ake a s t opp ah 
f rom a bottle an '  yo ' plug i t  in dis hole an '  s top dis coconut . Now , yo ' keep 
dis coconut - yo ' keep it fo ' nine days aftah yo ' fix i t  up . Yo ' keep i t  fo ' 
nine days . Yo ' t ake dis cat-o ' -nine-tails an ' yo ' whip dat coconut . Aw , � 
s tart i t  f rom ab out de b ack to de f ront , all de ways through de house , an ' yo ' 
whip dat coconut - kick it all about on de flo ' , yo ' see . Yo ' take dat cat-o ' -
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nine- tails an ' yo ' whip s dat co conut fo ' nine days , an ' yo ' ki ck it out . 
(You whip that co conut wi th this cat-o ' -nine- tails for nine days and ki ck i t  

from one door t o  the other . )  
Yes , lak if she want dis man to oppre ss dis woman an '  ' buse dis woman , yo ' 

' buse dat coconut , an '  ki ck i t  all about an ' whip i t  wi t dat cat-o ' -nine- tails . 
Now , yo ' ki ck i t  lak dat fo ' nine days . Now , aftah yo ' do dat fo ' nine days , on 
de ninth day yo ' take i t  an ' ki ck i t  clean out chure back do ' ,  an '  when yo ' kick 
i t  out chure back do ' ,  yo ' ll take i t  an '  go - i f  yo ' want de man tub run de woman 
clean away , or tub run ' way , yo ' take dat co conut an ' ki ck i t  out de back do ' ,  or 
if yo ' want her tub run away , yo ' kick it out de front do ' .  See . Den , i f  yo ' 
j es '  hold her dere an ' j is '  ' buse her an ' beat her ' b out an ' thing s an ' hold her 
dere , well , yo ' kick it out chure back do ' .  Yo ' kick it out de back do ' an ' yo ' 
go bury i t . See . Now , if yo ' want ' em tub run her 'way ,  yo ' kick it out de 
front do ' an ' yo ' take i t  an ' go throw it ovahbo ' d .  

In seve ral diff ' rent ins tances , yo ' know , i t  kin be use fo ' in diff ' rent 
things . Now , fo ' ins tance , lak if someone heah have commit some kind of a crime 
or somethin ' an ' dey are heah into dis house an ' yo ' know de poli ce or de law is 
gonna come heah fo ' dem . Yo ' know dey have commi tted de crime an ' yo ' don ' t  want 
de law tub come in fo ' dem . Now , yo ' take yore broom an ' yo ' ll s tart tub sweep . 
Yo 1 take a fo ' k ,  yo ' know , one of de iron fo ' ks ,  no t a silvah fo ' k  but one dose 
ole-time iron fo ' ks whut have a wooden handle . Yo ' ll take dat fo ' k  an ' yo ' ll 
open up de - j is '  turn yore broom upside down an ' yo ' ll open up de s traws o f  dat 
broom , an '  yo ' ll stick dat fo ' k  down in dose s t raws of de b room , j is '  j unk dat 
fo ' k  down in de s traws o f  de b room . An ' now yo ' ll take dat broom an '  yo ' ll wrap 
it wi t a piece of new cord three times - wrap de cord roun ' yore broom three 
times . 

(Around the brushing part ? )  
Yes , to hold dat fo ' k  in . Now yo ' ll go  - no t tub hold d e  fo ' k .  Yo ' j is '  have 

tub wrap it ' cause yo ' gonna stick de fo ' k  down in de middle of dose st raws an ' 
i t  cain ' t  be seen - i t ' s  gonna hold i tself de re . Now , yo ' wrap it three times 
wi t dat cord . Now , yo ' go to de front , from de b ack to de front , an' yo ' sweeE 
yore house - j is ' sweep s traight on through the do ' s ,  from one do ' to de othah , 
j is '  sweep on till yo ' kin git  tub de  front do ' an ' sweep out . An ' yo ' sweep 
dat an ' j is '  s ay ,  "Ah ' m  sweepin ' de law away . Ah ' m sweepin ' yo ' 'way . " An '  
aftah yo ' sweep , yo ' come in wi t de broom an ' yo ' j is ' turn dat broom ups ides de 
side of dat front do ' ,  an '  yo ' le t i t  dere an ' no pol iceman or nobody come in 
dere . An ' dat party be able tub stay in dat house ' long dey wanta . Dey ain ' t  
no law gonna come dere as long as nobody don ' t  dis turb dat broom where yo ' place 
it dere . 

(How do you put that broom up - the handle up? ) 
Upside down . Turn it up , yo ' see , de b rush part up , yo ' see . Yo ' j is '  sweep 

out chure do ' ,  "Poli ceman , ah 'm sweepin ' yo ' outa heah . " 
Well , now , i f  someone is burnin ' a light on yo ' an ' yo ' want it tub go out , 

yo ' take , fo ' ins tance , a night bucket or slop j ar ,  anything dat yo ' use in yore 
room at night . Well , yo ' take dat an '  turn dat undah a fauce t , lak , see , in de 
bathroom undah de - in de bath tub or somethin ' undah de fauce t where de fauce t -
an ' yo ' j is '  turn de fauce t an ' j is '  let i t  drip . Yo ' turn dat [ bucke t ]  ups ide 
down , yo ' und�rs tan ' , turn it down an ' let it drip , drip in [ on]  de middle of de 
bot tom of dat - j i s ' let de watah drip on de re . An '  long as dat drip dat ligh t 
cain ' t  burn . 

(You take this slop bucket and turn it upside down , and le t the water j ust  
gradually drip on the center of  the bot tom o f  the bucket , and that will pu t this 
candle out , that they are burning agains t you . ) 
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[ This shows how s lowly and deliberately I sometimes commented to make certain 
o f  the meaning . ]  

Yes suh , or even i f  some [ one ] is workin ' agains t yo ' or workin ' some evil work 
on yo ' ,  o f  de kind or somethin ' ,  an ' yo ' have funny feelin ' s [ a  common symp t on or 
indication that someone is working evil agains t you] or somethin ' o f  de kind . 

Yo ' .t ake on a new moon an '  yo ' take sal t , tab le s alt , an '  yo ' 11 make a square 
in de flo ' in de middle of a room . Yo ' j is '  make a square wit dat t ab le s alt . 

[ The s alt square and 4 co rners o f  the room make a quincunx - see p . 7 10 . ] 
(Outline wi th four lines ? )  
Fo ' line wi t dat t able s alt , an ' yo ' g i t  into dat square , yo ' s ee , yo ' walkin ' 

on dat s alt into dat square . Dat ' s  i f  yo ' walk b ackwards , s ee , into dat square . 
An '  yo ' g o  round dat square backwards . Yo ' see , make i t  backwards , an ' place one 
foot behin ' de othah one b a ckwards , an '  make nine s teps aroun ' dat. square . Dat 
will upset de [ any evil]  work . 

( Do you make nine s teps around [ outs ide ] or do you go around that square , 
ins ide i t , nine t imes ? )  

Nine s teps [ demons trates ] .  
(Jus t follow the edges inside the square . Put one foot right in back of th e  

o ther , right around the edges o f  that square . )  
Nine s t eps around de edges dis way . I t  mus t be nine s teps . 
Yo ' pertec ' yo ' self from anythin ' dat chew thinks a person is workin ' agains t 

yo ' .  Yo ' takes a piece o f  yellah cotton , dis yellah co tton , an ' yo ' makes yo ' a 
b ag . An '  yo ' put s altpeter , j is '  a small piece o f  s altpeter , an ' roo t  of John de 
Conquer root . Use de John de Conquer root , an ' use s altpeter , an ' use Adam-an ' 
Eve roo t , yo ' s ee , an ' lodes tone , de genuine live lodes tone , an '  yo ' put i t  int o  
dis b ag . Yo ' s ew it up , yo ' unders t an ' , an ' i f  i t ' s  fo ' a colored person , yo ' 
s ew it up wi t black thread ; an ' i f  i t ' s  a whi te person , yo ' sew i t  up wi t whi t e  
thread . Now , yo ' keep dis b ag j is '  pinned o n  yo ' a l l  de time or s omewhere in 
yore p o cke t .  An '  anywhere yo ' g o  o r  anywhere yo ' b e  wi t anybody , i f  somethin ' 
ain ' t right dere , dat s tone is j is ' gonna j ump .  

(You s ay any time you g o  any place and s omething isn ' t right , what is going 
to happen? ) 

Dat s t one is g onna work , dat s tone is g onna j is '  be s ame as dis - i t ' s  gonna 
s tart lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

( I t ' s  going t o  j ump like that . )  
Dat ' s  goin ' t ub  let chew know dat i t ' s  s ome thin ' wrong dere , but s ee , it ain ' t 

gonna b e  nuthin to i t  [ b e cause this hand or toby also kills the work] . 
I f  yo ' eatin ' or drinkin ' s ome thin ' s omewhere an ' dat s tone s t ar t  t uh j umpin ' ,  

don ' t eat , don ' t drink . Dat is per tection . [ This hand or toby will warn you but 
no t kill anything going ins ide you . ] 

Tub git a pers on on a j ob ,  no mat t ah where i t ' s  at or whut kind o f  a j ob i t  
is , fo ' ins t ance , lak i f  ah want a j ob - lak , s ay ,  dat ' s  a factory ovah dere o r  
dat ' s  a laundry ovah dere an ' ah wants a j ob in dat laundry or in dat factory . 
Well , now , de manager dere his name is Mis ter So-an ' -So o r  Mis s So-an ' -So - dat ' s  
de manager or dat ' s  de party dat hires de p eople . Well , all dey wanta s ee is de 
name , de name o f  de individual dat do de hirin ' . 

• Now yo ' t ake de name o f  dis individual , dat ' s  if i t ' s  a white man dat runnin ' 
dis j ob .  Well , , yo ' ll t ake his name on white papah wit red ink , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 
cut dat papah in de shape o f  a heart . Now , yo ' t ake dis papah an ' yo ' place i t  -
wri te his name three t imes in de middle o f  dis heart . 

(Well , i f  i t ' s  a colored man who is hiring on the j ob ? )  
I f  i t ' s  a colored man who ' s  hiring d e  j ob ,  yo ' cut dis b rown papah in de shape 

o f  a heart an ' yo ' wri t e  wi t black ink in de middle of dis heart three t imes . 
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Yo ' take a plain white s aucer an ' yo ' take , if  it ' s  a colored person , put brown 
syrup o r  brown honey in de s aucer wit [ name ] ; an ' i f  it ' s  a whi te person , yo ' 
take white Ka� Syrup . Yo ' [ put ]  it  [name ] in de bot tom o f  dat s aucer , an '  yo ' 
place dis here [ syrup ] in dat s aucer . See . Now , yo ' take whi te s ugah an ' whi te 
syrup fo ' a white person , yo ' take brown sugah an ' brown syrup fo ' a colo red 
person , wit dese names , an ' yo ' place dis heart right in de center of dat s aucer , 
yo ' see . Yo ' take a piece o f  co t ton , absorbent co tton , yo ' take three l i t tle 
pieces of co tton , yo ' place do se aroun ' dat name lak dat into dis s aucer . Now , 
fo ' each piece o f  co t ton , yo ' take nine seeds o f  paradise an ' yo ' place ' em on 
dat co tton . Now . 

(Nine to each one o f  those three . )  
Three seeds - yo ' take nine seeds , three each is nine [ demons t rates ] . 
(You put three seeds on each one of those pieces of co tton . These seeds are 

like this in a t riangle . ) 
Yes suh .  Yo ' place three paradise seeds onto dis piece o f  co t ton . Now , yo ' 

come back wit nine flaxseeds an ' yo ' place three flaxseeds in de s ame manner ,  
yo ' see . Now , yo ' got  three paradise seeds an ' three flaxseeds on each piece o f  
co tton . Now , de re ' s  de party ' s  name o n  de heart , see , into de whi te sugah an '  
white syrup , or brown sugah an ' brown syrup , into de s auce r .  Now , yo ' come along 
wit .combat cinnamon an ' yo ' sprinkle it all aroun ' dere . See [ demons trates ] .  

(Jus t keep going right around in a circle . ) '  
Yes suh ,  yo ' ci rcle round de re three times an ' sprinkle i t  lak dat , wit combat 

cinnamon . Now , yo ' take a whi te sugah . Now , yo ' take bakin ' powdah . Le t de 
b akin ' powdah be on de top - dat ' s  tuh rise him up . An ' each time yo ' go round , 
three times - dat ' s  around dis heart wit dat , dat ' s  in de s aucer now . Now , yo ' 
gonna take anothah white s aucer an ' yo ' gonna cover dat about one thi rd , j es ' 
lak yo ' cover half - one- thi rd wit dat other s aucer . 

Now , yo ' gonna take yo ' a blue candle , yo ' see , an ' yo ' gonna burn dat blue 
candle on de re fo ' three days . Light it at nine a ' clo ck in de mawning an ' let  
i t  burn from nine tuh twelve in de mawnin ' fo ' three days . Now , on de fo ' th day 
de individual dat wants dis j ob ,  he kin go on de fo ' th day . Now on de fo ' th day 
dat dat individual go fo ' dis j ob ,  light de light s ix a- clo ck in de mawnin ' ,  see , 
an ' let dis individual go fo ' dis j ob .  

(This one s aucer is on top o f  the o the r - you j us t  put it over that way . 
Where do you put that candle , on the s aucer or in the s aucer? ) 

Dis is one s aucer whut got  de wo rk in i t  - see , got  all de s tuff in dere in 
dat s auce r .  Now , dis is de othah s aucer cove ring one- third o f  dat s aucer . Now , 
dis is de light right dere on dis s auce r .  

(On top o f  the s aucer that i s  ups ide down . ) 
Covering de othah s auce r .  
Ah ' ll tell yo ' firs t .  I n  learning such as dat sort , yo ' t ake - fo ' ins tance , 

yo ' take a ho rseshoe . Now , yo ' take a ho rseshoe an '  yo ' take nine pods of garlic 
an ' yo ' take nine pods of thyme an '  yo ' take nine roo ts o f  pars ley . Yo ' put all 
this , as ah tole yo ' ' fore , in a l i t tle bag , an ' into this bag yo ' tie dat on to 
dis horseshoe . Yo ' place this up ovah yore do ' .  

Now , fo ' s crubbin ' yo ' take three times a week , that ' s  on a Monday , Wednes day 
an ' Friday , an '  it ' s  a powder dat chew call a John de Conquer powder. Yo ' git  
combat cinnamCMt an ' git John de Conquer powder an ' yo ' kin git Lucky Dog - dat ' s  
a perfume . Yo ' git dat an ' yo ' g i t  b ay rum an ' yo ' g i t  Lucky Dog . Now , yo ' put 
on a quart of watah an '  yo ' let dat watah boil . Now , if  yo ' want  white an ' 
colo red , yo ' put three spoons of wh ite sug ah an ' three spoons of b rown sugah 
into dat ing redient . Now , yo ' take dat powder an ' yo ' mix it  into dis watah , 
see , an ' yo ' make a wash . Now , yo ' wash yore place wit dat an ' yo ' s tarts from 
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de front do ' from yore steps an '  come on ins ide . Dat j is '  b ring yore bus iness 
in , b ring in de people . An '  yo ' go  all de way , s t art from de front do ' an ' go  
right to de back do ' ,  three times a week . Now , to do dat , yo ' po ' i t  into yore 
watah , into a bucket of watah , see ,  an ' yo ' mop yore p lace wit dat from de front 
do ' goin ' on to de back . Dat b rings in de people . 

Den agin , yo ' kin git  fish . Yo ' g i t  dis dried codfish an ' yo ' use three 
pieces of de tail part . Yo ' t ake dis fish an ' yo ' boil it an ' aftah yo ' boil 
it in a pot  of watah , yo ' s t rain dat watah off it . Yo ' don ' t  want de fish , yo ' 
j is '  want de subs tance , de watah . 

Now , yo ' take dis watah , if  yo ' want colored people and white , yo ' put three 
spoons of white sugah an '  three spoons of b rown sugah . Now , yo ' put a quart of 
milk in dere an ' yo ' put - de quart of milk goes fo ' de white - if yo ' want de 
white an '  de colored now , yo ' put a quart of milk an ' yo ' put a can of syrup , 
b rown syrup , in dere . See , dat ' s  fo ' de white an ' de colored tub b ring in both . 
Well , now yo ' ll put dat into dis fish watah , unders tan ' ,  an ' now yo ' take an ' 
yo ' mop dat roun ' . Yo ' mop from de front do ' all de time , from de front step 
yo ' s tart at chure bottom steps an ' yo ' come on up an ' yo ' come on in yore do ' 
an ' yo go right on through to yore back do ' .  Now , when yo ' git to de back do ' , 
yo ' go  on down an ' mop de back steps an '  you throw de balance of watah left 
roun ' de back do ' .  

(That b rings in the cus tomers . )  
Yes . 
Well , now , tub keep de law away from roun ' dere , yo ' take a Bib le ,  unders tan ' , 

an '  yo ' open de Bib le at de 35th Psalm . See , j is '  keep it open dere all de time 
at dat 35th Psalm of David . Yo ' take dat Bib le an ' yo ' keep dat B ib le open all 
de t ime wit a glass of  watah at de s ide of dat Bib le , see . Now , if  yo ' have a 
fear fo ' some colored person dat ' s  goin ' g i t  in yore bus iness , yo ' sweet dat 
watah wit b rown sugah , or if yo ' think it ' s  white people goin ' tub interfere , 
yo ' sweet it wit white sugah , very sweet , an ' yo ' place dat g lass of watah on 
de side . Heah ' s  de b ook ovah heah , an ' heah ' s  de glass of watah on de s ide . 
Now , everyb ody dat come into dat place , dey gonna come wit a sweet spirit . Dey 
ain ' t gonna make no t roub le or no dis turbance , nuthin - when dey come dey ' ll come 
all right . 

(Where do you keep this Bib le and this g las s o f  water? Where do you keep 
that? )  

J is ' place it on a tab le or mantelpiece or a dress er or anywhere into dat 
room , into yore bus iness room , yo ' see . 

(That will keep the law away or any of your enemies . )  
Yessuh .  
I f  s omeone wus in j ail or a case wus comin ' off  or somethin ' lak dat , dere ' s  

lotta dif f ' rent ways , yo ' know . I f  yo ' goin ' tub appeah befo ' a j udge fo ' t rial , 
yo ' take in first place - yo ' t ake all yore clothes , speaking of  de individual 
dat ' s  gonna be on t rial , take all his clothes an ' he ' ll wear ever ' thing on de 
wrong s ide ; see , j is ' his top clothes on de righ t  side . Now , fo ' ins tance , he 
goes an '  he gits  a bottle of watah out de river - find dat muddy watah , see . He 
knows he gotta appeah befo ' trial an ' he ' s  [ he has ] his subpoena fo ' such-an ' 
Sufh a day . Well , see ,  he ' d  go tub de rivah an ' git  a bottle of  rivah watah , a 
quart bottle . He take dis quart bottle of watah , an ' if it ' s  a white person ,  
he ' ll put white sug ah in dere ; an '  if he ' s  a colored person , he ' ll put b rown 
sugah into dat bottle . He ' ll take de names of  dis j udge , of dis dis trict attor
ney , o f  dis lawyer dat ' s  on de case - on his case , see - an '  dis policeman dat ' s  
[ that has ] ' rested him . He ' ll take all dose names , de names of each one , an '  
he ' ll write one on top of de othah nine t imes . He ' ll write de names of  dese 
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individuals nine time s , and if dey be whi te , dey ' ll be on white p ap ah wit red 
ink , nine time s one on top de othah . He ' ll take ' em an ' he ' ll p lace ' em in di s 
b o t tle o f  rivah watah , muddy rivah watah , a quart bo ttle , swee ten wit white 
sug ah . He p lace dese name s in dere an ' he ' ll s top di s b o t t le up an ' he ' ll place 
it in a co rnah an ' let di s watah - not di s turb i t , j e s '  let it s tand dere an ' let 
i t  s e t t le , see . Now , when di s watah settles at de b o ttom an ' be clear , see , he ' s  
[he is ] g onna be clear . I t ' s  gonna clear him .  

--

Now , he ' ll g o  tuh de co ' t  an ' wear all his clothe s wrong s ide out but his top
clo the s , an ' leave ever ' thing upset into de house . An ' [he ] leaves a p i t cher wit 
lemonade , j e s ' clear watah an ' lemon , an ' take s de name s of dese individual s - de 
j udge , de lawyer , de district attorney , an ' de o f ficers dat arre s t  him , or any 
witness dat he think dat ' s  g onna speak against him .  Take de names o f  dese p ar
ties an ' write ' em all ' cros s  each othah , an ' place into dis p i t cher of watah wi t 
lemon j ui ce an ' lemon , b o th , in dat p i t cher o f  watah - three lemons . Place dis 
in de middle o f  a flo ' an ' wri te de s e  p arties ' name ag in , three t ime s , an ' p lace 
' em on a table dat nuthin is dere but dem an ' a clear g las s of watah ' side dese 
names . Dat ' s  tuh clear dey cons cience towards him . 

When he goes tuh go out de do ' ,  carry a p ai r  o f  hi s ole shoe s in h i s  arm . 
Now , he ' s  ready tuh g o  out tuh go to . co ' t .  He ' ll take a p air o f  h i s  ole shoe s 
in his arm . When he g i t  to de do ' tuh go out , open de do ' ,  an ' as he g o  tuh go 
out de do ' ,  he t ake a chair an ' turn dat chair down at de do ' .  An '  when he go 
out de do ' he ' ll throw dem ole shoe s  of his ' n  b a ck in de house ovah his shoul
dah - see , dat ' s  fo ' him tuh come b ack , he ' s  no t g onna be lo cked up , dat ' s  fo ' 
return b a ck .  He throws de ole shoe s  b ack but he don ' t  look b ack ; j es '  throw ' em 
back an ' he don ' t shut de do ' - he leaves de do ' open , yo ' see , when he go out . 

(This i s  the se cond way o f  getting him clear . You j us t  leave that p i t cher o f  
lemonade s i t ting on the floor ? ) 

Ye s suh ,  ye ssuh . 
(But these names are on the tab le where that glas s o f  water i s . How are those 

names wri t ten on thi s  p aper ? )  
Three times - de name o f  de j udge , de di s trict attorney on top o f  de j udge 

[but see corre ct ion later ] , de lawyer , i f  dere ' s  any ,  or any witne s s  dat appeah 
against him , yo ' see . Now , if dere ' s  any witne s s , now , dis witness name must be 
at de b o t tom ,  yo ' see . Now , de o f f i cers are nex ' , now de di s trict attorney , an ' 
let de j udge be on top - yo ' see , so de j udge will mas tah all dem . Yo ' write dat 
three t ime s , all de name s on dat one line . 

(Any color paper? ) 
Yes suh , white papah - i t ' s  bound tuh be white papah because dey are white , wit 

red ink . 
Now , we speakin ' o f  winnin ' o f  a case , de winnin ' o f  a lawsui t .  Now , i f  it ' s  

a individual dat ' s  already in de j ail , yo '
. 

g o  an ' yo ' take a quartah , a ole lady
head guartah - no t one de se new quartahs , one dose ole- time quartahs ; not one 
dese last-make guartahs , one de ole lady-head guart ahs dat had de s tars all round 
it - one lak dat . Yo ' take one of dose quart ahs an ' , if de party is already in 
de j ail an '  yo ' want dem out , yo ' take one dose ole lady-head quartahs an ' � 
carry i t  to dis party in de j ail , an ' let dis party put d i s  lady-head guar tah in 
his le ft-foot shoe wi t de lady-head turnt up .  Dat p arty j is '  p ut dat quartah in 
de shoe an ' k�ep it in dere , understan ' . Through dis p arty keep in ' di s lady-head 
in dat shoe , yo ' reads de fo ' th P salm of David fo ' seven time s fo ' three days in 
suc ce s sion - seven time s a day , de fo ' th P s alm . An '  fo ' readin ' dat P salm ,  dat 
quarter dat dat p arty i s  got in his shoe , it ' s  gonna walk him righ t out . 

Tuh find out who done de act o r  tuh find out - i f  somebody s tole some thin ' an '  
yo ' didn ' t know who done i t  an ' yo ' want a find out , all righ t , yo ' take fo ' dat 
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instant . I f  i t ' s  anythin ' dat ' s  s tolen or miss in '  an'  yo ' ain ' t got  no idea , 
an ' yo ' knows who comes an ' who goes out or diff ' rent thoughts an ' thing , why 
yo ' think o f  everyone dat chew know dat visits de place , your place where dis 
thing is miss in ' . Well , now , yo ' take a Bible an ' yo ' take a s trip of black 

· silk fo ' fingahs wide , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' yo ' b ind dis Bible - b ind it wit dis 
black silk .  Yo ' take a brass  key from a clock or a do ' or anything , but it mus t 
be a brass  key . Yo ' take dat an '  yo ' takes it iu de middle o f  dis Bible . Now , 
yo ' t ake dis black silk an ' yo ' bind dis Bible "togethah , yo ' see , tuh hold dat 
key in dere . 

Now , yo ' ll take dese two fingahs lak dis [ demons trates ] .  
(Your two middle fingers . )  
Yes , an '  yo ' hold onto de edge of  each s ide of  dat key , unders tan ' . Now , yo ' 

goin ' tuh call de names o f  each individual dat chew know dat visits  yore place , 
an ' yo ' s  gonna s ay de words , " I f  sech- an ' -sech-a-one took sech-an ' -sech-a-thing , "  
o r  " I f  sech-an ' -sech-a-one got sech- an ' -sech-a- thing , "  an ' yo ' gonna call dere 
name , an ' yo ' gonna s ay ,  "Turn yo ' Bib le an '  fall . "  Well , if  dat party took it , 
dat Bible is gonna turn to yo ' and sorta fall . But , if dat person didn ' t ,  dat 
Bible is gonna s tand s t ill - i t ' s  not gonna move . 

Dat is some thin ' if  a murderer commit a murder an ' run off  an '  dey want him 
tuh come back where he kin g i t  in de clutches of de law , see , git  in s ight of de 
law an '  dey kin ketch him .  I f  a case lak dat , a person - yo ' take a egg from a 
black hen , an ' yo ' write dat party dat commit dis murder ;  yo ' see , yo ' write his 
name . 

Yo ' take a egg from a black hen , fo ' ins t an ' , an ' if  i t ' s  a whi te person , � 
write de name all ovah dat black hen egg wit red ink ; if it ' s  a colored person ,  
yo 1 write it wit black ink , all ovah dat hen egg - an ' let i t  be as many times 
as yo 1 kin git , at least thirty times . Yo ' take dat egg an ' yo ' place dat egg 
in de coffin where de dead person is . Yo ' turn dat dead person when dey git 
ready tuh covah up de coffin , yo ' take an ' turn ' em on dey face , an ' yo '  place 
dat egg where dey have dere han ' s  - yo ' place dat egg right in dey han ' s  on dey 
breas t , wit de names of dat individual wrote on i t , yo ' see . Now , when dey cover 
' em up , dey bury him on de face wit dat egg into dey han ' .  An '  dat othah party , 
he ' s  gonna come right up dere . In three days dat party is gonna be in de 
clutches of de law . 

(After that man has been buried three days , this  fellow is coming back and 
will be in the hands of  the law . )  

Yessuh ,  dey ketch him in three days time . 
Well , now , in a act of dat kind , if a person wanta es cape . Well , now , a 

person dat wanta es cape an '  dey git  into a place . I f  dey le ave dat place an ' 
dey wanta escape de law , dey don ' t want no law tuh be behin ' ' em ,  dey wanta keep 
a-goin ' . 

Well , now , in a case lak dat , yo ' t ake a egg - if  i t ' s  a colored person , � 
take a egg wit a dark skin [ shell]  an '  if it ' s  a white person , yo ' take a egg 
whut ' s  gotta white skin - white shell . An '  now yo ' take dat egg an ' t ake a 
little file or somethin ' an '  yo ' put a hole into dat egg , enough tuh drain de 
substance out of dat egg , yo ' see . Put a little ho le in dere tuh drain dat egg 
o� of de shell . All right . 

Now , yo ' take three blue candles , three of  ' em ,  an ' yo ' write onto dem 
candles . Yo ' write on dem candles policemen , sheriffs , j udge an ' lawyers , an ' 
all - yo ' j is '  write de names of  ' em .  I f  yo ' in , lak if  dis is a j ail - now , i f  
dere ' s  laws aroun ' yo ' dat chew don ' t want on yore track an ' yo ' wanta g i t  away 
from dem . Now , yo ' gonna write poli cemens , j udges , lawyers , sheriffs o f  Algie rs , 
onto dese three candles . Write dat on all dese candles , nine times roun ' dese 
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candles - no names , no t no individual names , j is '  de names o f  dese part ies , all 
de words . Now , yo ' gonna write dat on dese candles nine times an ' yo ' g onna burn 
dese three candles toge thah ,  all three togethah - j is '  burn ' em one day alto
gethah . Now , yo ' gonna t ake de wax dat is le f t  from de sub s t ance of de humin ' 
o f  de c andles ; yo ' gonna stuff it into dis egg . Yo ' take dat candle s tuff whut 
b e ' s  left an ' yo ' stuff it into dis egg . See . Yo ' goes tub de rivah an '  yo ' 
b reaks dat egg - dat is , aftah yo ' done s tuff it wi t dis candle-humin ' ,  an ' 
bein ' care ful not tub b reak de shell - yo '  take it tub de rivah an '  yo ' b reak 
dat shell on a rock at de edge o f  de rivah , an '  yo ' p i ck up de sub s t ance an ' 
yo ' throw it ovahboa ' d ,  an ' yo ' goes ' head on yore way . 

( They can ' t t rack you . )  
No sub , yo ' done clos e ' em up . 
Women dat wanta hus tle or of de kin ' , dey dress deysel f .  Well , yo ' g i t  de gum 

from a ash t ree - from de gum , maple an ' ash t rees . 
( Three t rees . )  
Yo ' g i t  three , s ix , nine - see , three s t i cks o f fa each one o f  de trees , three 

b arks yo ' know , dat is pieces o f f  de bark , three p ie ces o f fa each t ree . See . 
An '  yo ' boil dat , yo ' see , an ' dat be nine p ieces togethah o f fa each tree . See . 
Den yo ' boil ' em altogethah . Yo ' boil ' em  an ' yo ' make a b ath ; yo ' see , yo ' make 
a b ath . Aftah boilin ' dis , yo ' make de b ath , an '  yo ' put [ thi s ]  into dat b ath . 
Aftah yo ' boil i t , yo ' take de sticks out , yo ' see , yo ' want de b ath an '  yo ' put 
[ this ] into dat [ b ath ] . Yo ' [ also ] put Heapt 's awn [ pe r fume - see later] an ' if 
it ' s  a white [ p e rson] , well , yo ' put white sug ah ; i f  it ' s  a b rown person or a 
colored p erson , dey put b rown sug ah into dat bath . An '  dey j is '  b ath deyselfs 
from head tub feet , s ee , an ' dey be lucky in whut dey wanta do . Dat ' s  fo ' women 
lak - dat ' s  fo ' hus tlin ' hlimmin . See , dat ' s  fo ' dem whut lak p lenty men , cus ' 
once dey make dis b ath , yo ' see , dey use HeaPt 's awn (hart ' s  horn) [ = hartsho rn , 
is an inaccurate comment by trans criber]  into de watah , into dis b ath . 

Now , yo ' take a feesh , a cat feesh - yo ' take dis feesh while he ' live , h e  mus ' 
be live feesh . Now , yo ' take dis feesh an '  yo ' cut dis feesh tub gut him , yo ' 
know , whi le he ' s  ' live now . An '  while yo ' cut dis feesh tub gut him , yo ' ket ch 
three drops o f  b lood , dis feesh b lood . Now , yo ' make co f fee o r  somethin ' o f  de 
kind , an ' yo ' put dese three drops of feesh b lood into somethin ' fo ' him tub eat 
or drink . An '  when he drinks dis or eats dis , dat yo ' put dese three drop s j is '  
from a live catfeesh into i t  now - an '  whenevah he go tub take a drink i t ' s  j is '  
gonna make him s o  sick , an '  he j is '  gonna git so he won ' t  nevah drink no mo ' . 

Well , S t . Ri ta , she don ' t  work in de line o f  men - fo ' menfo lks . She work in 
de line o f  women peop le but dey mus t be single women . Dere must not b e  no bus
b an '  or nuthin of de kind , cus ' she don ' t work fo ' ' em  in nuthin of de line o f  
de menfolks . Now , fo ' ins t ance , lemme s ay ,  lak it wus a single person an ' dey 
wants work o r  some thin ' o f  de kind . Well , dey make de nine days novena or dey 
b urns de , nine l igh t s  into dey home - de nine S t .  Rit a  light s  o r  d e  little vigil 
ligh t in de glass . See , dey burn nine ligh ts an ' dey read her novena out her 
b ook , yo ' know , an ' dey make dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' make dere wish to her . 
Well , she ' ll he ' p  dem . But she don ' t  work fo ' d e  men folks . 

(Why doesn ' t  she like men? ) 
Well , why didn ' t  she lak men , cus ' she had a cruel husb an ' an ' her husb an ' did 

her so cruel iP ' she had so much sufferin ' tub go through wit her husb an ' dat she 
j is '  got ag ains t all men peop le .  

He wus a knight b e fo ' he wus a s aint . S t .  Raymond wus a knight b e fo '  he wus a 
s aint . Well , now , S t . Raymond , yo ' b urn a green light tub S t .  Raymond an ' S t . 
Raymond is go t de treasures o f  de world . Now , fo ' money or anythin ' dat chew 
wanted tub learn of de money line , yo ' goes tub S t . Raymond .  Yo ' burn a green 
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light tuh St . Raymond an ' yo ' take a sprig of  evahgreen - lak a evahgreen tree . 
Yo ' take a sprig of  evahgreen or a sprig of cedar an '  yo ' place it befo ' a 
pitchure or a s tatue o f  St . Raymond - see , an ' a green light , an ' yo ' read 
his novena , an '  make yore wish to S t . Raymond .  

He ' s  mos ' fo ' de enemies - he fights de enemy . 
( S t . Mi chael . )  
Yo ' burn a red light fo ' St . Mi chael an ' dat ' s  mos ' fo ' de enemy - tuh fight 

de enemy . Yo ' takes St . Mi chael pitchure an '  yo ' wri te de enemy name on de back 
of S t . Mi chael ' s  pitchure an '  yo ' take dis pitchure an '  yo ' place it down low to 
de flo ' wit de face turnt to de wall , an '  yo ' place a red ligh t befo ' dat pit
chure , an '  yo ' j is ' tell St . Mi chael tuh take charge of dat enemy' s name dat ' s  
on dat pitchure . 

Well , St . Espidee [Expedite ] ,  he ' s  fo ' - lak if yo ' wanta send a person off , 
if yo ' wanta work it lak dat . Well , yo ' gi t St . Espidee an ' yo ' git a silvah 
bell - one dose little small bells , little play bells , silvah bell , an ' yo ' place 
dat bell in de front of St . Espidee ' s pit chure , wit de name of dat individual 
three times dat chew wanta wander off - send ' em off . Yo ' see . 

(What do you put that name on? ) 
On a piece of  papah , if it ' s  a white person , yo ' use a white papah an ' red ink 

an '  yo ' write dat name three times ; if i t ' s  a colored person , yo ' take a little 
strip of b rown papah an '  yo ' write de name three times wit black ink an '  yo ' 
place it right befo ' St . Espidee . Now , yo ' place it  - heah ' s  de silvah bell an '  
heah ' s  de name [ demons trates ] .  

(The silver bell is right in front of  his picture , and the name is upon the 
bell . )  

Yessuh . 
Now , yo ' take - St . Espidee is a saint of many colors , see . Now , today yo ' ll 

burn a red light , tomorrah yo ' ll burn a green light , tomorrah a yellah light . 
He wus a young I talian man an ' he wus a saint of  many colors . 

(How do you mean a s aint of many colors ? )  
A saint o f  many colors - .dat chew have tub use all colors tub him - all 

colors - use a red light , a green light , a b rown light - yo ' use diff ' rent 
lights , yo ' see , each day . 

(What do you mean that he is a s aint of  many colors ? )  
[ I  repeat my ques tion and get a logical answe r . ] 
Dat mean he wo ' many colors in his garments - many colors on his garments . 

Dat why yo ' use many diff ' rent lights - red ,  yell ah , green , blue . Each day he 
gits a diff ' rent color light fo ' nine days . An '  each time yo ' light a l ight in 
front of dat lamp , yo ' ring dat bell an '  yo ' make dat wish , an ' dat party will 
wander off an '  yo ' won ' t  know whut be come of ' em .  

[You ring the bell to awaken the saint - j us t  as you light a candle to waken 
the saint (p . 869 , l ine 7 f . ) or  rap to him and he will rap back like any spirit 
(p . 864 , line 19 f . ) . ]  

(Well , now , I begin and I light a red light today . I j us t  let it  burn . To
morrow I will light  a green light and let it burn . Then tomorrow a blue . You 
light a di fferent color candle every day for nine days . And when each one of  
those goes out you j us t  let  it  s tay out , but you use di fferent candles for  nine • 
days . )  

Yes sub .  
( St . Espidee will do any kind o f  work - evil work? ) 
[ St .  Expedite - I was repeating what she says . ] 
Yes - in de line o f  sending off  or wanderin ' a person 01JJay ,  or send a person 

off from a place dat chew don ' t  want ' em at , yo ' unders tand . 
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(That ' s  his specialty ? ) 
Yes . 
Well , she ' s  mos ' ly fo ' lak in git tin ' a j ob or diff ' rent things . She ' s bettah 

fo ' dat yo ' know den anythin ' else . Lak i f  a person wanta j ob o r  if dey want a 
way , some kind of a way open , i f  dey j is '  up agains t it an ' can ' t  find no way , 
well , she ' ll he ' p  make a way fo ' yo ' .  

Well , now de Mo thah Perpe tual Help , yo ' use a white light tub her an ' yo ' read 
her novena fo ' nine days an ' a white light fo ' her an '  she ' ll open de way . 

S t . Anthony ? Well , now , S t . Anthony is fo ' res torin ' things dat is los t  o r  
s tolen - los t  or s tolen goods . Now , yo ' take S t . Anthony , i f  i t ' s  somethin ' dat 
wus mis s in ' or s to len or somebody ' s  taken somethin ' out d e  place an ' yo ' wanta 
make ' em bring it back - well , he ' ll make ' em b ring i t  b ack .  Yo ' take a glas s  
an ' yo '  sweeten dis glass wit watah an ' wi t b rown sy rup - three spoons of brown 
syrup . Den yo ' take [ place ] dis glass o f  watah an ' wit three p ennies , three 
copper cents an ' a g las s of watah sweeten wit b rown sug ah , befo ' a pi t chure of 
S t . Anthony , an ' yo ' light a b rown l igh t to S t . Anthony . 

(��Y a b rown one - i s  there any reason for that ? )  
Becus ' dat ' s  his light - his garment i s  o f  b rown . Now , yo ' l ight a b rown 

light fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' p lace three p ennies an ' a g las s o f  sweet wat ah 
an '  b rown sugah . 

(Why do you use b rown sugar? ) 
Accordin ' to his garments . Now , yo ' light dat b rown light fo ' nine days an '  

call de name o f  de individual , o r  i f  i t  no name - i f  you are not pos itive o r  
don ' t  know who taken i t , whut wus mis s in ' - j es ' call de names , s ay ,  " S t . An
thony , ah wants sech- an ' -sech whut wu s  mis sin ' tub be res tored back . " De party 
dat taken it will b ring it back .  Dey fetch it back dere an ' yo ' �on ' t  know when 
dey b rought i t . 

Yo ' got S t .  Geo rge , S t .  Roc .  
(Tell me about S t . Roc firs t , then . ) 
S t .  Roc will do favo rs , but he always takes s omebo dy out de fami ly .  He ' s  a 

vengeful s aint . 
He ' ll do anythin ' dat chew want done . I f  yo ' wanta pas s a pe rson up , IF YO ' 

WANT A PERSON , a individual tub git a han 1 cut o f f , or TUH GIT A LAIG CUT OFF , 
OR A FINGAH - j is '  how fur yo ' want dat laig cut o f f  tub dat person , up to de 
knee or all de way up to de hip , or i f  yo ' want dey arm cut off up to de shoulder 
or some thin ' , or IF YO ' WANT DEY HAID MASHED or anything of dat kind - yo 1 make 
somethin ' of dat kind . 

YO ' LL GIT CLAY , yo ' see , an ' YO ' LL MAKE A ARM ,  i f  i t ' s  a arm dat chew want cut 
off or i f  it ' s  a LAIG , yo ' ll make A FOOT . See . YO ' LL MAKE DAT FOOT AN '  YO ' LL 
PLACE DAT BEFO ' ST . ROC . Yo ' p lace dat befo ' S t . Ro c  p i t chure o r  a s tatue , an '  
yo ' ll place dat foo t or de han ' o r  dat hai d , o r  whut chew want . I f  yo ' want dat 
haid mashed or somepin , yo ' ll place dat befo ' dis s aint , wit de name of dis indi
vidual dat chew want dis done to ' em ,  yo ' see . I f  i t ' s  a white person , yo ' write 
it on white p ap ah  an' red ink ; an' if it ' s  colore d , yo ' wri t e  it on b rown p apah 
wit black ink . An ' yo ' p lace dat foo t o r  dat hand or whatsomevah yo ' want wit 
dat name befo ' dis p i c ture o f  S t . Roc .  

(You write the name j us t  once ? ) 
Yo ' wri ta. it three times an ' yo ' burn a yellah light befo ' S t .  Roc an '  yo ' 

tell him whut chew want done tub dis party an ' yo ' l ight dat light fo ' nine 
days - j is '  a yellah light fo ' nine days . An '  now each time yo ' l ight de light 
each day , yo ' tell him each day whut chew want done tub dis p arty an ' yo ' place 
de image of whut chew want done - an '  j is '  lak dat , dat ' s  whut will happen . Dat 
party will git in a accident o r  will gi t dat foo t cut o f f , o r  will git in a 
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accident an ' git dat han ' or dat arm o r  s ome thin ' cut off . An '  i f  it ' s  a b ody -
his body yo ' want crushed or mash , yo ' make de form of dat body an ' place i t  
dere , an ' j i s '  lak it is , dat ' s  j is '  how it will happen . See . 

Now , aftah dat ' s  done , i t ' s  a individual out chure f amily an ' i t  always will 
b e  de haid one , o r  one whom dat chew care dearly fo ' ,  dat ' ll pass on . 

( S t . Ro c always t akes somebody away f rom you? ) 
Yes . 
( S t . Ro c always t akes s omeone out of the family . I see . THAT ' S VERY GOOD ! ) 

[ Good ! As a matter of fact , this o ffering of clay mode ls of body parts to S t . 
Ro c is mos t  unusual . ]  

Well , fo ' S t . George yo ' use a red , white an ' b lue light fo ' S t . George . 
( I s  there any reason for that ? )  

Yes , S t . George i s  a conker - tub conker anyone . Now , wit S t . George anyone 
dat yo ' want out o f  a place , lak if ah ' m  s tayin ' heah an ' yo ' want me to go ' way , 
move away o r  s omethin ' of de kind , well , yo ' use S t . George , see . An '  S t . George 
will drive s o , ah ' ll j is '  have tuh make up mah mind ah ' ll j is '  have tuh go . Ah 
j is '  can ' t s t ay ,  yo ' s ee . Well , now , i f  yo ' want tub run me away or run me out 
de neighborhood or somepin lak dat , t ake S t . George an ' s ay ,  "Ah don ' t  want her , 
she interferin ' in mah bus iness or somepin , an ' wit ' out any t roub le , ah ' ll j is '  
run her away . "  Yo ' take a pit chure of S t . George an ' yo ' take de name of de in
dividual . I f  i t ' s  a white person , yo ' use white pap ah  an ' red ink ; it ' s  black 
ink an ' b rown papah fo ' a colored person . Now , yo ' ll write dem parties names 
nine t imes b e fo ' a pit chure of S t . George , an ' yo ' use a red , white , an ' b lue 
light . Yo ' light s dem b efo ' a p i t chure of S t . George an ' yo ' tells S t . George 
e a ch time yo ' light dem three light s fo ' nine days . An '  each t ime yo ' light dem 
ligh t s  yo ' make yore wish an ' tells him whut chew want done tuh dis individual , 
yo ' see , an '  dis individual will have tuh go . He cain ' t  s t ay dere . 

(The pers on will have to leave - they can ' t  s t ay there . )  
Yes . 
A dog , dat ' s  fo ' ins t ance , if yo ' wanta send off . Dat ' s  fo ' dis turbment an ' 

s eparation an ' send off. Now , yo ' take a white bulldog ,  de dirt o f  it , or i f  
it ' s  n o t  a bulldog , it have tuh be a b ad dog . I t  mus ' b e  a he dog . Well , yo ' 
take dirt from a white he dog an ' yo ' t akes from three evil graves - de dirt 
from three evil graves . But i t  mus t b e  a pound of gPaVeyard diPt , we igh a pound , 
but i t  mus t come from three graves right at de b reas t  of dis grave , an ' dis dirt 
mus t be go t  at sundown ab out s ix i n  d e  evenin ' .  An '  yo ' t ake d i s  pound of grave
yaPd diPt an ' yo ' t ake dis dirt from de white dog . 

Now , yo ' ll t ake a pound of beef meat , ground meat , but it mus t be bee f . Yo ' 
mus t buy de beef an ' have it g round . Yo ' take a pound of g round meat an ' yo ' 
t ake wasps nes t  - one wasp nes t .  Yo ' take all dat an ' yo ' work it up into a 
cake lak - yo ' unders tan ' , lak a hamburger . Now ,  yo ' put dat into a s tove . Yo ' 
work i t  in one b ig cake an ' yo ' put it into yore s tove an ' let i t  dry up . Yo ' 
b ake it into yore s tove an ' yo ' let it dry - j is '  put it on a p i ece of papah an ' 
put i t  in de s tove an '  let it b ake . An '  now , when yo ' put it in de s tove an '  let 
it b ake an ' dry up - an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' place it by de do ' or de s teps or 
s ome thin ' of dat individual , an ' dey gotta go . 

(That moves them away . )  
�y mus t  g o  an ' dey mus t  go through a dis turbment s  or dis s at i s faction , dis

turbment an ' separation . 
Yo ' g i t  de hair from a dog an ' a cat - dat ' s  tub make confus ement into a home , 

yo ' know , make people live disag reeab le an ' fight . Yo ' t akes de hair from a 
dog - i f  i t ' s  white people , yo ' t ake i t  f rom a white dog ;  an ' i f  it ' s  colored , 
yo ' t ake it from a j et b lack dog wit no mixed hair . Yo ' t ake it from right 
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between de two ears from de b ack part of de haid , right be tween de two ears of  de 
dog - yo ' clip de hair from it . Yo ' take a b lack cat , if i t ' s  colored people ; 
an ' if i t ' s  white people , yo '  take a white cat . An '  yo ' take it  [ hair ]  right 
middleways of his back ,  from de cat - right middleways o f  de eat ' s  b ack ,  an ' from 
de dog yo ' take i t  right from between his two ears , yo ' take dat hair . Now , yo ' 
take de names of dose parties dat chew wanta make a dis turbment to live disagree
ab le . Yo ' take dere name an ' yo ' write dere names nine t imes - a white person , 
white papah an '  red ink ; a colored person , b rown papah an ' b lack ink . Yo ' write 
dere names nine times cros sways of  each othah .  Yo ' take dat dog hair an ' dat cat 
hair an' yo ' takes dis turbment pOLVder , con[usement powder , war pOLVder an ' yo ' 
place all dat toge thah . Yo ' place dat into a bot tle . See , i f  it 1 s a co lo red 
person , see , i t  be ' s  in a b rown bottle .  Yo ' stop i t  up . Fo ' a white person yo ' 
put it  in a whi t e  bottle . Yo ' stop dat up an ' yo ' place all dat an ' dese names 
into dis bottle an ' yo ' take dat bottle an ' yo ' bury it to sunrise - to anywhere 
evah , yo ' buries i t , in a field or in a yard or anything . Let it  be in de cornah 
where de sun rise . Fo ' ins tance , if  de sun rise dataway [ demons trates ] ,  it  have 
tuh be in dis cornah of dat place wit dat up side down - dat is , wit de mouth down 
in de ground . An ' dat party will j i s '  fight an '  fuss an ' fre t - j is '  lak a cat 
an '  a dog . 

Dat be used lak in de same ins tance lak speakin ' ' bout fo ' luck , anythin ' of  
dat kin ' . Well , yo ' take de .left foo t from a rabb i t  an ' yo ' sever dat skin , yo ' 
hollah down in dat skin - into dat skin an ' yo ' plug dat skin wi t dis lodes tone 
an ' John de Conquer root an ' de s tee l dust ,  see , an '  Lucky Dog . Yo ' s tuf f all 
dat down in dere an ' yo ' wrap dat rabbit foot at de top , see , an ' yo ' carry dat 
on yo ' an ' dey call dat a dressed foot .  Dat ' s  fo ' swift luck . A rabbi t foo t  is 
fo ' any kind of games or anything of the sort . An '  den anythin ' dat chew g i t  
into , yo ' ll ease right out o f  i t . 

(You take that left foo t . Is  it  the hind foo t or the front foo t ? ) 
The left hind foo t . 
I t ' s  several diff ' rent things . Well , now , fo ' dis toad[rog yo ' ketch him 

' live . Yo ' ketch dis toadfrog ' live an ' yo ' take him by his limb s dat he has 
an ' yo ' tie  him roun ' each fo ' laigs . Yo ' see dere two sho ' t  one an ' two long . 
Yo ' take an ' yo ' tie him . Yo ' takes a ten-penny nail , yo ' t ake fo ' ten-penny 
nails an ' yo ' peg ' em down in de groun ' , yo ' see , fo ' t imes down - two nails dere 
an ' two nails dere [ demons trates ] .  Now , yo ' got  de st ring , a cord s tring t ied on 
each laig of dis frog . He ' s  ' live now , an ' yo ' take - yo '  goin ' stre t ch each 
laig onto each one o f  dese nails dere an ' yo ' kin peg ' em  down dere . He ' s  ' live . 
An '  now he gotta  s t ay dere an ' die . 

(You g e t  this live frog and you sp read his leg s out and you tie each leg to 
each one of these nails that is down in the ground . )  

Yes , peg him down dere in de ground , an ' his bel ly up an ' his face down to de 
ground . An '  yo ' tie him on each one dem nail an ' peg him down in de ground . 
Now , he ' s  g o t t a  stay dere - he ' s  g o t t a  die dere . 

Now , when he die dere , yo ' gotta let him stay dere till he dried up , see . An '  
when he dry , yo ' take him away from dere an ' yo ' put him in a place where he kin 
j is '  thoroughly dry - see , he j is '  thoroughly dry . An ' now yo ' take him when he 
thoroughly dry an ' yo ' j is come dere lak dat an '  yo ' make de dus t . Now , dat 
dus t - if dace any enemy or any party of anythin ' of de kind dat chew wanta 
make - yo ' j is '  take dat dus t an ' yo ' kin put it on dey clo thes or anywhere dey 
got de scent off , anywhere in dey face or anything . An '  when dat dus t will git 
on ' em , dey j is ' break all out in dem warts  all  ovah dey bo dies an '  thing , an ' 
dem warts will turn tuh sores an ' dere ain ' t no cure fo ' i t . 

(I t  will all j us t  turn t o  warts? ) 
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Lak de f rog wus . 
Yo ' kin take a f rog an ' in de same lak manner dat ah fo ' [ b efore ] tole yo ' ,  

peg him down an ' let him die dere . Yo ' take him an ' yo ' tie him by dem fo ' 
( four) [ note b y  t rans criber]  laig an ' yo ' t ake an ' peg him down wit fo ' ten
penny nails an ' let him die . Well , aftah he ' s  daid - face down all de time . 
An '  now he ' s  daid . Now , yo ' t ake him out an ' tho roughly dry him , an ' a f t ah  
yo ' thoroughly dry him yo ' t ake d a t  dus t . See . 

Now yo ' kin put dat in any thin ' t ub eat . Dat ' s  live dust , i t ' s  called live 
dust den - see , when yo ' put him dere he wus ' live , dat ' s  called live dust .  Yo ' 
take dat dus t an ' yo ' put i t  in any thin ' to eat or drink o r  give i t  to anybody . 
An '  when dey eat whut chew g ive ' em  or drink whut chew give ' em ,  dey ' ll b reak all 
into frogs . Dey b reak all out undah dere skin - have frogs in ' em ,  dey be ' live . 

( I s  there any way that you can get those live things out o f  a person , cure 
them? ) 

Well , now , tuh g i t  dose live things out o f  a person when dey g o t  ' em ins ide o f  
' em .  S ay ,  fo ' ins tance , i f  i t  frogs or lizards o r  anything d a t  they have ins ide 
of ' em .  Dere ' s  a tea dey call [ cylinder changed ] . 

S o  yo ' take dat party an ' yo ' git a bunch o f  carrots an '  dat party dat has dis 
in ' em  now - yo ' g i t  a b un ch o f  carrots an ' yo ' keep dos e  carro t s  fo ' three days 
an ' let ' em dry up . All righ t , aftah dey d ry up wit de tops an ' all o f f , aftah 
dey dry up , yo ' take an '  boil ' em an '  yo ' make a b ath fo ' dis person . An '  yo ' 
put dat pers on into dis carrot b ath j is '  as warm as dey kin s tan '  tub b e  into it 
an ' j is '  wash ' em all down wi t dis carrot watah . S ee . 

Now , aftah washin ' ' em down wi t dis carrot wat ah , yo ' t akes an ' yo ' make a 
soup out a green shallo t - yo ' know , lak g reen onions . Yo ' take de shallot an '  
de pars ley , an ' yo ' b o i l  dat an ' yo ' make i t  lak a s oup - j is '  make i t  lak a 
b roth an 1 yo ' g ive ' em  dat tuh drink . In b eh in ' i t  yo ' t ake a s ilvah dime an ' 
yo ' t ake a file an ' yo ' g rate dat s i lvah dime on dat fi le - see , i t ' s  a dus t 
from de s ilvah dime . Yo ' take a pint o f  milk an '  yo ' put dat si lve�dime dust 
into dis pint of milk an ' yo ' g ive dat pers on dat tuh drink , an ' yo ' g ive ' em 
d i s  s oup b ehin ' dat . S ee . An ' aftah dat , late on in de evenin ' , yo ' give ' em a 
dos e  o f  Epsom s alts . See , dat ' s  g onna work ' em .  Now , aftah yo ' give ' em dis 
dose o f  Eps om  s alts , dey g onna commence tub p.as s in ' ' em .  

(These live thing s . But where does that tea come in , now? ) 
Aftah dey commence tub pas s in ' dese things , yo ' g ive ' em a glass o f  hot milk , 

as hot as dey kin swallow i t , tuh drink . S ee . Well , aftah dey d rink dat hot 
milk , dey t ake dis tea . 

(What i s  the name o f  thi s  tea? ) 
Waste-(Jb}ay tea.  
( Do  you b uy it s ome place ? ) 
At de d rug s to ' . Waste- 'way . Yo ' make dat an ' den yo ' make dis b ath wit dis 

t ea .  Yo ' t ake three f i s t ful lak dis . See , yo ' t ake three f i s t ful of dis tea an '  
yo ' put i t  in a pot an ' yo ' boil i t . An '  yo ' boil dat tea an '  den yo ' t ake an '  
yo ' s t rain i t , an ' yo ' t ake de s ub s t ance from de boilin ' an ' yo ' put i t  in a tub , 
an ' yo ' heat a b ig pile o f  wat ah as hot as dey kin bear tuh g i t  into i t  an ' yo ' 
po ' dat tea into dis , an ' yo ' put ' em  in dat an ' wash ' em all down . Den yo ' make 
anothah dos e  o f  dis tea , a cupful yo ' put . An '  yo ' put three cups fulla wat ah 
an� put a pinch o f  dis tea into dat wat ah , an ' j is '  let i t  boil , boil till i t  
boil down t o  one cup o f  wat ah [magic o f  diminishing amount ] ,  an ' den yo ' s t rain 
dat an ' g ive it to ' em  tuh drink . Dat will move dat condition . 

(That wi ll cure them . ) 
Yes suh . 
Yo ' kin make a pe rson j ump ovahbo ' d  or any thin ' lak dat - commi t sui cide o r  



1378 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

somethin ' o f  dat kind . Yo ' use a turtle . 
Why yo ' ket ch a live turtle . Yo ' ket ch him ' live an ' yo ' put somethin ' in 

his mouth an ' gag him . Yo ' g ag him . Now , yo ' take dis individual dat yo ' wanta 
make do dis crime an ' yo ' take dere name . Yo ' s ee , i f  i t ' s  a whi t e  person , yo ' 
write dere names on white papah an ' red ink an ' yo ' write i t  nine times ; i f  a 
colored pers on , yo ' use b rown papah an '  b lack ink an ' yo ' wri te dis individual ' s  
name nine times . An '  yo ' j es ' gag dat turtle - yo ' know , yo ' put a s ti ck in his 
mouth an ' o therwise yo ' g ag him . 

Now , aftah yo ' write dis individual ' s  name , yo ' take dis individual ' s  name an ' 
yo ' force i t  down dis turt le ' s  th roat an '  make him swallow it . An '  aftah he 
swallow dis name , yo ' t akes undahneat ' his left part - undah his left laig , that 
is - yo ' takes a kni fe an ' yo ' s l i t  i t , put a s l i t  dere , yo ' see . Yo ' t ake a 
knife an '  yo ' put a slit undah dis lef t  laig o f -dis turtle . Now , yo ' put undah 
dere , was te-CTJJ}ay powdah. J stay-CTJJ}ay powdah, separation powdah, hot-foot powdah -
undahneat ' de left laig o f  dis turt le . Yo ' s tuff dat wi t dat . Yo ' t ake , i f  it ' s  
a white person , yo ' s ew  dat s lit up wit white thread ; an ' i f  i t ' s  a colored per
son , yo ' s ew dat slit up wi t b lack th read . Now , yo ' take dat turtle an '  yo ' 
carry him to de rivah . See .  An '  now , when yo ' git him tub de rivah yo ' t ake 
dat g ag out his mouth an ' den kick him ovahbo ' d .  

Now , j is '  where yo ' th row dat turtle ovahb o ' d ,  dat s ame individual is gonna 
come ; i f  he have tub come f rom a long dis tance , he ' s  gonna come right to dat spot 
an ' he ' s  gonna j ump right dere where dat turtle went down . Now , when yo ' turn 
dat turtle - see , he ' s  loos e , he ' s  ' live , he ' s  goin ' right on undah . In de s ame 
lak mannah , de individual is gonna s trangle righ t undah dere - he ' s  gonna drown 
himself . 

Now , a snake o f  dat kind - now , fo ' ins tance , we may s ay a rat tlesnake . Yo ' 
git de rat tle off a rat tlesnake while he ' s  ' live . Yo ' ket ch him ' live an ' yo ' 
take dem rat tles o f f a  him .  Now , yo ' keep dos e  rat t les an '  yo ' dry ' em up , an '  
yo ' g i t  dat dus t o f f a  dem rat tles . Now , fo ' ins tance , a pers on dey s ay lak dey 
wear on dere haids , or shoes lak dey wear on dere fee t , or dey clothes or any
think lak dat . Now , yo ' put dat dus t in dey hat - i f  it g i t  in dey hat , i t ' ll 
run ' em crazy . Dey put dat hat on dey haid an ' i f  dat dus t g i t  on dere f ace o r  
anywhere in dey eyes , i t  will b lind ' em .  See , anywhere in dey clothes , it will 
put a eet ch all ovah dey body an '  a b reakin ' -out dat dere won ' t  be no cure fo ' . 
It j is '  eat s ' em an ' eat ' s ,  till dey s cratch so de f lesh j is '  go o f f  dere bones . 

In de s ame manner ,  i f  yo ' take de rat tles o f f  a live rat tlesnake an ' yo ' dry 
' em ,  an ' aftah yo ' dry ' em yo ' put i t  in somebody ' s  - in dey food or dey drink 
or somepin o f  de kind , an ' dat ' ll put young snakes ins ide dis pe rs on .  

Yo ' take de head f rom a red cow . 
(The whole head ? )  
The cow hai d . It mus t b e  a red cow - i f  i t ' s  a white pers on dat chew wanta do 

somethin ' ,  it mus t be a red cow ; if i t ' s  a colo red person , i t  mus t b e  a b lack 
cow . Well , yo ' t ake de head f rom dis cow an ' dat ' s  tub wo rk on a person , tub run 
a person crazy . Yo ' see , yo ' take de haid f rom dis cow an ' yo ' take de names o f  
d i s  individual d a t  yo ' want tub run crazy . Now , i f  i t ' s  a white pers on , yo ' take 
white papah an ' red ink ; an '  if it ' s  colo red pers on , yo ' take b rown papah wi t 
black ink . In '  yo ' wri t e  de name o f  dis individual all kind o f  ways ovah dis 
papah . Now , yo ' put dis down into dis cow ' s  hai d . See . Now , yo ' put s confuse
ment powdah , yo ' put devil ' s-shoestring , an '  yo ' put devi l dus t ; an '  yo ' put all 
kind of ho t s tuf f into dis lak cayenne peppah , red peppah , an ' hot s tuff . Yo ' 
put all dat down into dis , onto dis man [ symb olized by his name ] . Now , yo ' t ake 
a b lack candle an '  yo ' burn dat into dis cow hai d , see , fo ' nine days . 

--

Yo ' take des e  ingredient an ' de name of dis individual an ' yo ' put i t  into dis 
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candle . Now , yo ' gonna turn dis cowhaid - it mus t b e  lak dis [ demonstrates ] . 
From de ne ck-part where it wus cut o f f , i t ' s  gonna b e  turned up - de neck-part 
is gonna be turned up , yo ' see , an ' de haid-part turned down . [ Upside down 
magic . ]  Now , all de ingredient i s  down in dere through dat ne ck-part , down 
in dat haid , de hollah of dat haid . 

Now , yo ' gonna t ake de b lack candle - yo ' g onna take da t b lack candle an ' yo ' 
gonna p lace i t  into dat haid on top o f  de se th ings . See . Now , yo ' gonna place 
dis b lack candle somewhere in de dark where it won ' t  be seen - it mus t  be in a 
dark place . An ' yo ' gonna burn dat b lack candle fo ' nine days in dis cow hai d , 
an ' dat is gonna run a person crazy - dey go teeto tally out de haid . 

(Would it kill them ? )  
No sub ,  dey j is '  g o  out dere mind , out dere haid - see , dat workin ' on dey 

brains . 
(What do you do , cut o f f  a cow ' s head ? Off o f  a live cow or something ? )  

A live cow - lak fo ' ins tance , yo ' may g it in touch wit de but cher o r  some
thin ' dat does dis killin ' at de s laugh terhouse or somethin ' an ' dey g i t  a cow 
head , but i t  mus t  be from a red cow or a black cow . 

I f  yo ' wanta send a individual o f f  an ' dere ' s  some cars in de [ train] yard 
where yo ' know dey goin ' - yo ' know dey gotta go . Well , now , yo ' gonna t ake de 
name of dis individual an ' yo ' gonna - s ay fo ' ins t ance , it ' s  five cars layin ' 
on de track an ' yo ' gonna find one dat ' s  open wit some kind o f  a crack or some
thin ' , dat chew kin git whut chew wanta put in dere . Well , now , yo ' gonna take 
de name of dis individual an ' yo ' gonna take a b o t t le an '  yo ' gonna write de 
names of dis individual . If i t ' s  a white person , use white p ap ah an ' red ink ; 
if i t ' s  colore d , yo ' use b rown p ap ah an ' b lack ink . Now , yo ' gonna take de names 
of dis individual nine times on dis papah an ' yo ' gonna put i t  into dis bottle -
see , a b lack b o t t le or a b rown b o t t le , if it ' s  a colored pers on ; a white b o ttle 
if i t ' s  a white person . 

So now , yo ' put dese names down into dis b o t tle . An '  now yo ' put dese 
things - yo ' put vineg ah - yo ' pu t lemon - yo ' put Epsom s alts , dat ' s  gonna work 
on ' em - yo ' put fi le an ' yo ' put b akin ' powdah - yo ' put lemon an ' yo ' put vin
egah - yo ' put all of dat down into dis b o tt le . Now , yo ' s t op dat up wit dis 
individual in dere . 

Now , yo ' goes to dis yard where dis train i s  goin ' out an ' yo ' ll put dat in 
de box car o f  some kind in a crack or in some open b ox car , or some thin ' dat yo ' 
kin reach in dere an ' throw it ' way up in dere . An '  when dis t rain leaves out , 
i t ' s  carryin ' dat on out . Now , dis individual i s  goin ' on b ehin ' dat . 

Yo ' g i t  de b e d , lak a ant s  b e d  - yo ' see_, dat ' s  lak a confusement . Fo ' in
s t ance , if dis is a church o r  s o ciety o r  somethin ' o f  de kind an ' now yo ' want a 
make a confusement or upsetment in dere amongs t a gang of people . See , yo ' wanta 
make ' em ,  i f  i t ' s  a so cie ty or church or somethin ' an ' yo ' wanta make a confuse
ment an ' upsetment or b reak ' em all apart . Well den , now yo ' take a b e d  of ants . 
Dose red ants will be lak dey tunnel down undah de ground . Yo ' find a bed o f  
dat , yo ' see , an ' yo ' j is '  cap ture ' em .  Yo ' j is '  cap ture j is '  as many - yo ' git 
dat whole bed o f  ant s  an ' yo ' cap ture ' em ,  an ' yo ' b lock ' em up in somethin ' ,  yo ' 
see . Yo ' take de name s of de who le g ang of dem individuals dat ' s  in dat - de 
h�ad of dis church or de head of dis s o ciety .  See , lak d e  president an ' d e  s e c
retary an ' de treasure an ' all dose o f f i cers an ' things - yo ' take all dem names , 
yo ' see . I f  i t ' s  white people , why yo ' take whi t e  papah an ' red ink ; an ' i f  it ' s  
colored , yo ' take b rown p ap ah an ' b lack ink . Yo ' write all dese individuals 
names - j is '  write all de names nine time s on a piece of pap ah , an ' yo ' place 
dat into dis bed o f  ants . See . Yo ' place dis into de bed o f  ant s  an '  it mus t 
be blocked up - shet i t  up , see , so de ant s  won ' t  g i t  out . See , it mus t be 
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some thin ' lak ,  fo ' ins tance , lak in a tin can whut got a tight cover on i t , 
some thin ' dat yo ' kin cover tight . Now , yo ' hold dese ants in dere an '  yo ' 
place dese names o f  all de se individuals in to dat , yo ' see . Now , yo ' place 
confUsement powdahs , yo ' place separation powdahs - yo ' p lace all dat into dis 
can wit dese par ty name in dis bed o f  an tses , yo ' see . An' j is '  lak dem antses 
is - dem antses is she t up so dey airt igh t an ' dey gonna be di z zy in dere , yo ' 
see , dey gonna be all ups tirred in dere an '  dey j is '  gonna be workin ' all de 
time . Yo ' see , dey ' ll work an ' work all de time till dey all will suf focate in 
dere an '  dey ' ll die . Well , dat ' s  de same way dose parties , de names dat yo ' has 
in dere - j is '  lak dem antses be turnin ' roun ' in dat can , dey ' ll be all in up
setment into dat place . See , dey be all up set ted an ' confused until now , when 
de an tses all die , de so ciety or de church an ' ever ' thin ' will b reak up - ever ' 
thin ' will die out . 

Fo ' instance , s ay ,  a wagon wheel . Well , now , dat ' s  tuh ro l l  a person away . 
Yo ' take a wheel from a wagon - yo ' may s ay a ole wagon or a wagon dat ' s  goin ' 
a long dis t an ce or some thin ' - an ' i t ' s  a p ar ty dere dat yo ' want tub s end away 
from dat p lace . Well , now , yo ' take dey name - if i t ' s  a white person , yo ' take 
a white pap ah  an ' red ink an ' yo ' write dere name nine times ; an ' i f  i t ' s  a 
colored person , yo ' takes de brown papah an ' black ink an ' yo ' write dere name 
nine times . 

Now , yo ' take de gi t-away powdahs an '  yo ' take de devil ' s-shoes tring an ' de 
hot- foot powdahs . See . Yo ' take dese parties individual name , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 
roll dat all up into dese names . Now , yo ' make a bundle an '  yo ' gonna t ie - yo ' 
take a b all of cord an '  yo ' tie dat onto de wheel . 

(Any color cord ? ) 
Yes . 
Dis wagon is rollin ' . See , yo ' tie dat on to de wheel o f  dis wagon , an ' as dis 

wagon rolls , yo ' see i t ' s  carryin ' dat on away . Dat ' s  tub roll a person a�ay . 
Fo ' ins t an ce , yo ' take lak one dese flat plates yo ' b ake yo re pies in , but i t  

mus t be tin . Now , dat ' s  fo ' a individual if  someone has been visi t in ' yore place 
o r  some thin ' an ' yo ' want ' em  to come back ; or dey s tayed away an ' yo ' don ' t  have 
dere company any mo ' an '  yo ' want dem - yo ' care fo ' dey comp any . Well , yo ' take 
dis individual ' s  name an ' yo ' wri te dis name into dis tin plate in de cen ter 
p art - not on de round p art dat comes up - in de flat part . Yo ' write dis in
dividual name nine times in de flat part of dis tin p late an ' each time yo ' wri te 
i t  - yo ' write de name nine times lak dat in de plate an ' each time , three times 
a day , yo ' take dat plate an ' yo ' beat on dat plate nine times an ' yo ' call dat 
individual ' s  name . An ' aftahwards yo ' conceal dat plate , yo ' see . Yo ' put it in 
a place where it will be concealed ,  an ' each time yo ' take it out three times a 
day ,  dat ' ll b e  fo ' nine , twelve an ' three in de evenin ' .  An '  each time , three 
times , yo ' beat on dat plate an ' yo ' call dat individual name . E ach t ime yo ' 
beat on de plate an ' call dere name an ' yo ' make yore wish , s ay ,  "Ah want chew 
tub come dis way" - or s omethin ' o f  de kind - j is '  whut chew want , an '  af tah yo ' 
make yore wish , yo ' conceal dat p late ag ain , an '  dat individual will return to 
her . See . 

Yo ' g i t  a brick, a firebrick . Yo ' take a firebrick an ' if  i t ' s  a p ar ty dat 
yo ' want tub come towards yo ' - or fo ' ins tance if  s omebody dat has been visitin ' 
us , dey have• come an ' borrowed s omethin ' from me an ' didn ' t  p ay yo ' - or i f  dey 
owe yo ' a deb t an ' won ' t  come tub pay yo ' - or some thin ' o f  de kind an '  yo ' wanta 
make ' em come towards yo ' .  Well , yo ' take dis party ' s  name an ' if i t ' s  a white 
person now , yo ' write i t  on dat brick wi t red chalk , see ; if  i t  a white [ colored] 
person , yo ' write i t  on dat brick wit black chalk - j is '  write de name all ovah 
dat f ire brick .  Now , yo ' take dat brick an ' ,  lak dis is de names on dat brick ,  
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yo ' turn dat name down to  the flo ' lak dat . Well , yo ' place dat brick in de fo ' 
cornah of a room , dat is , in eithah cornah , no partic ' lar cornah . Set it close 
up in a cornah an ' if possib le let it  be by de entrance of a door , but place it 
down on de flo ' lak dat yo ' see . An ' de weight from dat brick - yo ' see , dat 
brick is heavy ; dat weight , it ' s  gonna weigh ' em down an ' it ' s  j is '  gonna con
tinue tub press on dey mind an ' dey gonna come towards yo ' .  

If  yo ' have a place o f  bus iness an ' lak if  yo ' wanta go - ah wanta break up 
yore place of business , or yo ' doin ' too wel l  dere fo ' me or somethin ' , o r  
through j ealousy o f  some kind . Ah wanta b reak up dat . Well , ah ' ll take , say , 
disturbance pOUJdah , confusement powdah , gi t-(JJJ]ay powdah an ' ah mix all dat up , 
yo ' see , ah ' ll mix it  up an ' ah ' ll take dat . An ' now ah cain ' t  git into yore 
place tub put it in yore place . Ah ' ll take dat an ' take up a reed or somethin ' , 
an '  ah ' ll take it  an ' ah ' ll b low i t  - ah ' ll blow dat clear through a small reed 
through some crack or somethin ' , or perhap s undah de do ' or somethin ' . An ' ah 
kin j is '  b low it , b low it inside yore place . Now , yo ' ain ' t  gonna stay dere . 
Ever ' thin ' is j is '  goin ' down an ' yo ' j is '  gonna git disgus ted an ' dere ain ' t  
gonna b e  no way fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' j is '  gonna have tub leave . 

Yo ' take a can o f  lye an '  yo ' take an '  make three holes in it . Yo ' j is '  take 
a knife or anythin ' an '  yo ' j is '  j ug three holes in de top of dat can - don ' t 
open it at all , j is '  j ug three holes in it . Yo ' take a bar o f  de plain Octagon 
soap dat yo ' usezes . Now yo ' cut - dis soap has strip s on it , yo ' see - it ' s  
three . 

(Little ridges ? )  [ Depressions . ]  
Yessuh , it  made into three parts lak dat - see , it  has three strip s on it . 

Yo ' cut one of the s trips . Now , dis is de bar o f  soap [ demonstrate s ] . Now , ah 'm  
gonna cut dis strip off  dat ' s  tub mah left . Ah cut de left-side strip o f f . Now , 
ah take de name o f  a individual , a man o r  a woman . I f  it ' s  a white person , yo ' 
see , ah 'm  goin ' write it on dere wit a red chalk ; if  it ' s  a colored person , ah 'm  
goin ' write it wit a b lack chalk on to  dis  soap . Yo ' see ?  Now , ah wanta take de 
name of dis individual an '  ah 'm goin ' tub write it all ovah dis soap - de part 
dat ah ' ve got heah . 

(The two parts that are left together . )  
Yessuh , de large part , ah 'm  gonna write de name of de individual all ovah dat . 

Now , ah 'm  gonna take dat an ' ah 'm  gonna place it on de top o f  dis can o f  lye , yo ' 
see , an ' ah 'm gonna take it an ' ah 'm gonna bury it  somewhere in a field o r  any
where in de backyard or anywhere - wit dis can o f  lye at de bottom an ' dis soap 
bar placed on de top wit dis individual name . 

Now , dis lye gonna s team up an ' as dis soap is gonna mel t  away - see , dis lye 
git  tub heatin ' dis soap an ' di� soap it ' s  gonna melt , yo ' see ; an ' dis can o f  
lye i s  gonna bus t an '  d i s  soap is gonna melt . Well , dat ' s  d e  way dat individual 
is j is '  gonna melt  an ' was te away . An ' de lye bust dat thing up . 

(Why do you cut off  that one p ie ce ?  Why do you only use two p ie ces ? )  
Yo ' mus t cut o f f  dat one end . Yo ' see yo ' gonna use two part s . 
(Don ' t  you do anything with that o ther end ? )  
No , yo ' cut off  dat end and you throw it away , and you u s e  d i s  end . 
(Is  there any reason why you cut that off  and throw it away? )  

.Yes , cuz two parts  mus t b e  used - j is '  two part s offa dat third [ three] parts .  
I t ' s  three parts but you mus t use two part s of it . An ' de one to yore left 
j is '  place de soap lak dis in front o f  yo ' ,  yo ' see . De one to  yore left yo ' 
must  cut it off  an ' throw it away . 

[ Some readers will see the purpose o f  my persis tent question .  Was the thrown
away third part a payment to the operative power , the spirit doing the work? Any 
sort of hint from me , the s lightes t form o f  leading ques tion , would have made her 
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answer wor thles s . ] 
(You take the soap and se t i t  in front o f  you wi th the three pie ces in a row 

like that . And the pie ce that is to your lef t , cut it o f f  and throw it away , 
and you use the two pieces that are remaining and that are s tuck toge ther . )  

Yo ' use holy wat ah , an ' say fo ' ins tance - if a person dat is come into yore 
place lak dat an '  dey come wi th a bad heart towards yo ' or some thin ' of de 
kind - or come talkin ' some kind o f  foolish talk or cross-ta lk whut chew don ' t  
wanta heah talk o f - o r  make confusement or some thin ' of de kind - well , yo ' use 
holy watah in dat like manner ,  yo ' unders t an ' , so dat as everyone come in , dey ' ll 
come wi t a good spiri t , yo ' see . 

Yo ' ll t ake holy watah . Now , yo ' ll put three spoons of white sug ah in dere , if 
yo ' have mo s t ly , s ay ,  fo ' de white peop le . Lak i t ' s  fo ' de colored people , yo ' ll 
put three spoons of brown sug ah . Now , yo ' ll place dat in de bottle of holy 
wa t ah . Now , yo ' ll j i s '  p l a ce dat up on a shelf or anywhere roun ' ab out in to 
yore place . Now , ever ' body dat come in dere dey ' ll speak ni ce an ' come wi t a 
good spiri t yo ' see . 

Somep in o f  de kind is confusement in de home o r  rai s in ' S am  or speakin ' ug ly 
wo rds of some thin ' of de kin ' . Yo ' j is '  take dat b o t tle down an '  j i s '  drop a 
lit tle b i t  on de flo ' - j i s '  throw a lit tle b i t  on de flo ' . Ever ' thin ' is all 
ovah right dere . 

(You use that same b o t tle o f  holy water for that - what you told me about 
before ? ) 

Ye s suh . 
Suh ,  ah use dat in de same lak manner fo ' de same thing , l ak yo '  s ay fo ' con

fusement an ' dis turb an ce an ' thing . Yo ' use gunpowdah .  
(Tell me about that . )  

Well , yo ' take fo ' a move - fo ' dis turb ance an ' a move , separation dat i s . 
Yo ' take gunpowdah an '  yo ' t ake bucksho t ,  an ' yo ' takes nine bucksho t s . Yo ' take 
gunpowd ah , ' bout a teaspoon o f  gunpowdah , an ' nine bucksho ts or dirt from three 
evil g raves . But , alway s g i t  de dirt in de six o ' clo ck hour at de sundown hour ; 
yo 1 g i t s  de dirt right f rom de b reas t . Now , yo ' t ake i t  from three grave s an ' 
l e t  i t  be a pound in cluded in de three . Now , yo ' t ake dis graveyard dirt an '  yo ' 
take de bucksho ts an '  yo ' take de gunpowdah an ' yo ' mix dat all toge thah . Now , 
yo ' throw it undah - roun ' a person ' s  s teps dat chew want ' em tuh have diss atis
faction an ' b e  f igh tin ' an ' carryin ' on an ' thin ' s  an ' separation . Or else , yo ' 
take an '  yo ' put dat gunpowdah , confusement powdah , distuzobnent powdah an '  buck
sho t an ' [ightin ' vinegar an ' [ightin '  peppah , an ' yo ' put dat in a b o t tle an ' 
yo ' bus t  dat in front o f  de people do ' ,  an ' dat ' ll make a separation an ' dis turb
ance right now . 

(This whirlwind - what do they do wi th that did you say ? )  
Well , now , yo ' have tuh ke t ch one of dem when yo ' see de wind b lowin ' an '  yo ' 

see dat dirt goin ' up l ak dat , yo ' see . Well , now yo ' j is '  got ta run dere an ' 
yo ' got ta ke t ch it while i t ' s  go in ' up . Yo ' ke t ch s ome of dat dirt while i t ' s  
goin ' up . Now , yo ' t ake dat dirt , yo ' see , even i f  i t ' s  a small quan t i ty dat 
yo ' kin ke t ch , but yo ' mus t ke t ch i t  from dat . An '  yo ' take dat dirt an '  yo ' 
t ake dat an ' yo ' t ake de name of a individual , yo ' see , dat yo ' want dat tuh 
be - i f  i t ' s  for whi te , yo ' take whi te p apah an '  red ink an ' yo ' take dat name 
nine time s ; tf i t ' s  colore d , yo ' take b lack ink an ' b rown p ap ah an ' yo ' take de 
name nine time s . An '  yo ' wri te de names cros sways - dat name of de individual , 
yo ' wri te i t  cro s sways o f  de p ap ah . Now , yo ' ll take di s UJhirlUJind powdahs - yo ' 
see , dis dus t from di s whirlwind - an '  yo ' take git-away powdahs , yo ' see . Yo ' 
t ake mavin ' powdahs an '  yo ' take hot-foot powdahs . An '  put all dat wi t dis 
dirt , yo ' see . Now , yo ' put dis individual ' s  name wi t dat , yo ' see . Yo ' put 
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dat i n  a bot tle an ' yo ' t ake dat to d e  rivah an ' yo ' throw i t  ovahbo ' d ,  an '  dis 
p arty ' s  goin ' on behin ' dat b o t t le . Dey g o in ' away . 

(How do you throw it overboard ? )  
Yo ' g o  in mids tream . Yo ' s ee , yo ' git on a ferryboat or on a boat or some

thin ' where yo ' git middleways de r ivah . Yo ' throw it right in de middle of de 
rivah - make yore wish an ' call de name of de individual an '  tell ' em , "Ah want 
chew tuh go . Ah want chew tuh leave t own . Ah want chew tuh leave heah . "  

Yo ' us e dog dirt an '  us e dat sut [ s oo t ]  of de chimley - dat black sut . I f  
i t ' s  a colored person , use black dog ' s  dirt an ' i f  i t ' s  a white p erson yo ' us e 
white dog ' s  dirt , an ' yo ' kin mix i t  wi t dat sut . S e e . An '  yo ' t ake de names 
of de individual - yo ' us e wit white , red ink an ' white p apah ; an ' de colore d , 
yo ' use a b rown p ap ah an ' b l ack ink . Now ,  yo ' write de names o f  dat individual 
nine times . Yo ' t ake dis b lack sut an '  de dog dirt , an ' yo ' t ake de gi t-away 
powdah an '  yo ' t ake de devi l dus t an ' yo ' t ake de devil ' s-shoes tring . S ee .  Yo ' 
t ake all dat an ' yo ' put dis individual name wit dis sut . Now , dat i s  tuh put a 
pe:r>son dobm an '  tuh make a pe:r>son d:r>ag . Yo ' take all da t an ' yo ' put i t  in a 
b o t t le wit de names of dos e  individuals . Now , dere ' s  sut in dis dog dirt , yo ' 
see . Well , now , yo ' gonna bury dat b o t tle ups ide down an '  dat p arty ' s  gonna 
d:r>ag - dey j is ' g onna go dobm an ' dey gonna d:r>ag . 

(Where are you g oing to bury tha t ?  Any place ? )  
Yo ' bury i t  i n  d e  b ack yard t o  d e  sunris e . 
Well now , suh , s omethin ' of de kind dey us e fo ' dat - i f  a woman wan t a  control 

.!......!!!!!!. tuh keep him down undah her or somethin ' o f  de kind . Wel l , she ' d  wash wit 
de towel an ' don ' t  us e no soap - she j is '  wash wi t dat towel . An '  af t ah she wash 
wit dat towe l , she don ' t wash i t  or nuthin , she ' ll j is '  wring i t  an ' put i t  dere , 
see . An '  den , let de man come an ' wash his face wit i t  or some thin ' lak dat , an '  
she g ain de influence ovah him - keep him down . 

Yo ' see , in a case l ak dat , yo ' g i t  a piece o f  new co t ton - yo ' g i t  a piece o f  
new cotton an '  i f  i t ' s  white people , yo '  g it a third o f  a yard o r  s ome thin ' o f  
white co t ton ; i f  i t ' s  colored , git yellah co t ton . Now , dey go tuh bed wi t dis 
man , an ' now when dey go tuh bed wit dis man dey use dis co t ton , new co t ton dat ' s  
nevah been us ed . Now , a f t ah dey us e dis cot ton , dey ' ll t ake dis cot ton an ' dey 
tie i t . [ Demons trates . ]  S ee ,  i t ' s  gonna be a s quare p ie ce . Now , yo ' ket ch each 
end from de fo ' cornahs , see , an ' yo ' tie i t  lak dat , an ' yo ' ket ch des e  two ends 
an ' yo ' tie it l ak dat . 

(Here ' s  the s quare piece o f  co t ton . You t ake thes e  two opposite ends and tie 
a kno t ,  and you t ake the o ther two cater- cornered ends and tie a kno t . )  

Yes - tie i t  in a kno t an '  continue on l ak dat . Cont inue on l ak dat an ' yo ' 
g onna g i t  nine kno t s . Yo ' g i t  nine kno t s  an ' t i e  i t  l ak dat till yo ' done tied 
it nine times . Now , when yo ' tie dat , yo ' t akes - dey g onna have ano thah s t ring 
an ' tie dat [ kno t ted] s t ring up - a s trip offa dat s ame p iece of co t ton , aroun ' 
dey wais t yo ' s ee . An '  dey gonna tie dat [ se cond s tring ] onto dat [ kno t ted 
s t ring ] , yo ' see , an ' dey gonna wear dat anywhere on dere pers on , but it mus ' 
be aroun ' dere wais t ,  an ' dat man cain ' t nevah move a fing ah wi t nobo dy . 

He cain ' t  throw i t  o f f  no way till , yo ' see , he ket ch dat woman an ' t ake i t  
from her . 

( I  don ' t  want him to move me out o f  the hous e - the l andlord . )  [ I  am asking 
m� informant how I can pro tect mys elf . ]  

Well , yo ' see , yo ' t ake de name of de landlord - if i t ' s  a white man , yo ' t ake 
it on white p ap ah wit red ink ; an ' if i t ' s  colore d , yo ' t ake i t  on b rown p ap ah 
wit black ink , an '  yo ' write de name o f  dis l andlord on dis p ap ah three t imes 
j is '  in a s traight line . Now , yo ' wri te yore name on top o f  his name three 
times , on top of his name . Now , yo ' t ake dis p ap ah an '  yo ' cut it in de shape 
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o f  a heart - yo ' wanta touch his heart . An '  yo ' fold dat papah an ' [ take ]  a 
little j ar fo ' instance or anything o f  dat sort an ' yo ' ll put - if i t ' s  a white 
person , yo ' put white syrup an ' white sugah in dere an ' yo ' put nine raisins , 
an ' yo ' put de name o f  de man in dat bottle , an ' yo ' stop dat b o t tle up an ' yo ' 
put dat in de cornah o f  a room . An '  any time he comes tuh app ro ach yo ' ,  he ' s  
gonna reason wit yo ' an ' i t ' ll come easy . 

(What ab out the landlord ' s  color? ) 
I f  de landlord is a colored man , yo ' take his name on brown papah wi t black 

ink an ' yo ' write de landlord ' s  name first wi t yore name on top o f  de landlord ' s  
three times . An '  yo ' put de brown syrup or honey wi t nine rai sins an ' de name 
an ' yo ' stop it up in a b ottle . Yo ' place di s in de cornah right by a door , 
right by yore front do ' .  Well , [ i f ]  i t  cain ' t  be  placed in de cornah o f  de 
do ' ,  put it up ovah de do ' ,  an ' any time dey come , dey gonna come easy an ' he ' s  
gonna reason wit yo ' all de time - de same thing fo ' any kind o f  collector or 
anyone dat chew come tuh approach . 

Now , yo ' take fo ' ins tance - now yo ' gonna move out of dis house an ' yo ' 
gotten all yore things out o f  heah an '  yo ' finished movin ' everythin ' .  Now , we 
gonna take three ten-penny nails an ' we gonna take nine brass tacks . We gonn� 
nail three ovah d is front do ' .  We gonna nail three brass tacks ovah di s middle 
do ' ,  or if i t ' s  mo ' den three ro oms , yo ' gonna nai l three middleways of de house , 
yo ' unders tan ' . Now , yo ' gonna nail de nex ' three brass tacks at de ki t chen do ' .  
Now , we gonna take de three ten-penny nails an ' we gonna nail ' em at de front 
do ' ,  down on de flo ' of de front do ' as yo ' come in , yo ' see . Yo ' nail ' em down 
good dat dey don ' t  be detect , s o  who evah come dere think dey nail down in de 
flo ' , yo ' see . Well , all right . 

We gonna take guinea seeds . 
(You put three at the front door , and three in the middle o f  the house , and 

three at the back do or - o f  the nai ls , and also the tacks ? )  
No , j is '  wanted three nails but nine tacks , but de tacks mus ' b e  up ovah de 

do ' an ' de nails right down at de sill o f  de do ' at de front . 
Now , we gonna take guinea s eeds an ' we gonna take a dirt dauber nest an ' we 

gonna t ake s tay-away powdah , yo ' see . Now , we gonna take flax seeds [ guinea 
seed] an ' in every crack all along - dey must be in de crack of de flo ' an ' all 
along in de wall , or if dey got wallpapah , drop it all down in de walls , dose 
guinea seeds , an ' nob ody would nevah come in dere , would nevah rent dat house . 

(That is to aross up the house so that no one wi ll rent it . )  
[ The preceding dirt dauber nest and s tay-away powder dropped out o f  the rite 

because I failed to ask ab out them . ] 
Dat ' s  somepin de same lak i f  mah husb an ' - lak i f  yo ' wanta sweeten a man to

wards ' em  or s omethin ' of de kind . Well , we take nine loaf sugahs . Yo ' take 
nine loaf sugahs an ' yo ' take orange-watah an '  yo ' take nine loaf sugahs an ' yo ' 
take de name o f  de individual . An '  if it ' s  a white person , yo ' writ e  i t  on white 
papah wi t red ink ; a colored person , brown papah wi t black ink . Yo ' wri te dere 
name three times wi t yore name on de name - yo ' re de party dat wants dis party 
tuh be closer to yo ' ,  yo ' write yore name on top of dere name . Yo ' fold it an '  
yo ' pin it onto de wi ck o f  dis lamp , an ' yo ' put de nine loaf sugahs an ' yo ' 
orange-flower watah into dis lamp an ' yore oil , an '  yo ' keep dat lamp humin ' 
day an ' night low , but it must be a tin lamp or  someth in ' where it cain ' t  b e  
de t e ct whut ' s  into  it . 

(That is going to bring him close to home . )  
Yo ' take a chi cken an '  i t  must be a red chi cken or a black chi cken - i f  it ' s  

a white person yo ' wanta do somethin ' ,  yo ' g i t  a red chi cken ; an ' i f  i t ' s  a 
colored person , git a black chi cken . 
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Now , yo ' take dis chicken an ' yo ' take dis individual . Fo ' ins tance , if yo ' 
s teal somethin ' from her - yo ' may say j is '  a small piece of  rag off of unde rwear 
or her dress , or , it j is '  gotta be somethin ' belong in '  tuh her , a piece of her 
pocket or anythin ' dat belongs to dis individual dat yo ' wanta harm . Now , yo ' 
take dat . Yo ' take dis chicken . I f  it ' s  a white person , git  a red chicken ; fo ' 
a colored person , use a black chicken . Yo ' take de name o f  dis individual - a 
white person on white papah wit red ink , a colored person wit brown papah wit 
b lack ink . Yo ' write dere name nine times an ' yo ' take dis piece dat yo ' got 
from dem - a piece of dere clothes it  mus t be , an ' yo ' take dis piece . Now , yo ' 
take an ' put hot peppah - dat is red peppah - cayenne peppah an ' b lack peppah , 
and i f  it ' s  a white person , white peppah ;  an ' a colored person , b lack peppah -
an ' dirt-dauber nes t .  An '  yo ' wrap dat all up togethah wit dis individual ' s  
name . Yo ' take dat chicken an ' yo ' keep dat chicken locked up fo ' nine days . 
Well , when yo ' keep dat chicken locked up fo ' nine days , yo ' gotta feed dat 
chicken offa all kind of wild s tuff lak all kinda of wild grass  an ' things dat 
g rows off in de fields an ' different things . All kinda wild s tuff yo ' mus t feed 
dat chicken off of . Yo ' have tuh feed dat chicken fo ' nine days an ' keep him 
locked up an ' concealed in a p lace . An '  aftah yo ' keep him concealed fo ' nine 
days , on de ninth day yo ' take dis individual ' s  p ie ce of clothin ' from dis party 
an '  yo ' take an '  yo ' wrap it an '  yo ' tie it on de left  laig of dis chicken . Yo ' 
take dis chicken an ' at twelve a ' clock in de day or twelve a ' clock at night 
dat de hour dat chew leave out wit dis chicken , de twelve a ' clock hour - an '  
yo ' carry it off  somewhere in a far p lace , in a p lace dat desolate dat dere 
don ' t nobody trans fer too much back an ' fo ' th .  Yo ' carry dis chicken dere an '  
yo ' turn i t  loose . Yo ' j is '  carry him dere an '  yo ' turn him loose an '  dat 
chicken is gonna stay dere an '  wander an ' he ' s  gonna run wild . See . An '  dat ' s  
de same [way ]  dis person is gonna lose dere mind , an ' yo ' go out dere an '  find 
' em in a few days ; j is '  lak dat chicken [ he ]  will run wild , he ' s  in a s t range 
place an ' a desolate place , an ' he j is '  runnin ' from one place to de othah an '  
he don ' t  know where tuh go at . He ' s  s t range an ' he don ' t  know where tuh go  
at  - he ' s  s t range an ' he  don ' t  know where tuh go  at - [ see ] nobody - don ' t  see  
nuthin - nobody - j is '  lak dat  chi cken will be  runnin ' ,  dat person will be  
runnin ' - clean out dere mind . 

Oat ' s  somethin ' in de s ame lak manner , yo ' see . Dey take dat an ' dey bury it . 
(This monthly cloth ? ) 
Yes . Well , yo ' see dey ' ll take dat an ' dey bury it . Well , aftah takin ' dat 

an '  buryin ' it  - in takin ' dat cloth yo ' ll take de name of dis individual dat it 
belongin ' to , yo ' see . If it ' s  a whi te person , yo ' use white papah an ' red ink 
an '  yo ' write de name nine times ; if it ' s  a colored person , yo ' use b rown papah 
an ' black ink . Write dere names nine times an ' yo ' place into dis - yo ' wrap dat 
up , yo ' see . Now , yo ' tear dat [ nes t ]  off an ' yo ' put dirt dauber nes t an '  yo ' 
put black peppah , red peppah , cayenne peppah , an '  if it ' s  white person , yo ' put 
white peppah , yo ' see . Oat ' s  all hot s tuf f .  An '  now yo ' put dat all in a bottle 
an '  yo ' wrap it up . Now yo ' carry dat an ' yo ' bury it . Now , when dat cloth is 
gonna rot , den dis person is gonna commence gittin '  sick ;  an ' through when it 
commence tuh rotten , when it finally gits rot ten , well , dat ' s  person is gonna 
pass out . 

• (This woman who has j us t  left , No . 1583 , she called herself the "Boss of  
Algiers . "  She filled 25  cylinders . )  

(End of 1583 . )  
[You may have noticed that my interview o f  Nahnee was limited , in some ways 

unsatis factory . · I  failed to ask how she had started hoodoo work , whether she 
used an altar - in fact , a number of important ques tions . Both of us were 
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cautious - she too well-known for me to s care away . I wanted to see her again , 
af ter she had had time to think things over - as I did with Madam Collins in 
Memphis . The time would be my second trip to Algiers , which never came . As I 
will s ay elsewhere , that work in Algiers was tough - very . ] 

DOCTOR ENGLISH 

I 'MUNICATE WITH SPIRITS EVERY NIGHT • • • •  
I 'M VERY WELL EXPERIENCED 

I SEND THEM ANY PLA CE THAT I CARE TO 

I HA VE BEEN SO GOOD 
I COULD TAKE A GLASS OF WATER 

AND MAKE ANYTHING APPEAR INTO IT 
I GET OFF SOMETIME 

I GETS A DOIN ' AND DISSIPATIN ' 
AND GOES OUT FOR A MONTH 

NORFOLK , VIRGINIA 

[ I  have a photograph of Doctor English somewhere - wearing his turban if I 
remember correctly . He may have been a mas ter of spirits as he claims , but one 
type of spirits eventually mas tered him - see also DOCTORS AND ALCOHOL , p . 292 . 
Here informant 456 - a first- clas s  craf tsman looking back on bet ter days - tells 
us about himself on cylinders 432 : 2-445 : 2 . ] 

(Well , you can j ust tell me anything you want to tell me . You say you have 
practi ced thirty- five years ? )  

Thirty-five years in experience . 
(I  see . )  
Out in South Americer , Africer , all southern As iar . 
(I  see . Were you born in this country?)  
I was birthed in  Chicago . 
(Where? )  
Chicago , I llinois . Born in Chicago . I lived in Chicago for three years . 
It would take some cons iderab le time to relate of all the dif f ' rent natures 

of these cases . It  was during the year of 1930 - I was traveling through the 
country and I s topped at a place called Hunt sville , North Carolina . 

[ If there is  a Huntsville , it  mus t be a village . ]  
(Huntsville? )  
Hurtsville , North Carolina . 
[ This change o f  spelling does no t improve identity . ]  
I was there where three little kids and a woman was angry with the mother of 

the lit tle kids . Well , using what they call - there ' s  a roo t it ' s  known to be a 
deadman ' s ,  �ad'nan root. 

(De adnan root.  Never heard o f  i t . )  
Never heerd of i t ?  Well , some of the old - originally old- clas s people knows 

of it . They takes i t  and they parches it , and af ter they parch it , then they rub 
it on a piece of candy or something and give it to a child .  Well , took a period 
of time from the time they give it  to the child . They may have a limit of time . 
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They makes an evil curse on this child . 
Now , this works in [no ]  doub t  several di f f ' rent ways and di f f ' rent actions . 

You kin - if they give it to a person , they kin put an evil curse for what 
[ deformed ] posi tion you want ' em  to be drawn into - er such as that . But - I 'm 
little ahead of my s tory .  Into the herb - you must only gather it only at twelve 
o ' clock at night , but they come locatin ' it  by day . They ' ll go b ack at night -
they ' ll be there at exactly twelve to gather it , see . 

( This dBadnan root. ) 
Deadnan root .  An '  er b y  rubbin ' i t  onto the candy they [ throw over] this 

little girl the curse what they had placed upon the herb , or as we say ,  the 
spell ,  for her head to draw back to her feet . 

(Her head goes b ack like this? ) [ I  demons trate • . ] 
Just right back .  The relief o f  that i s  known to b e  as what we call the 

European mandrake . See , there ' s  two kinds - there ' s  the ' Murican [ Amuri can = 
American] mandrake and the European . Well , er , the European mandrake is only 
used a teaspoonful to a teaspoon of granulated sugar - that make two doses , and 
to them taking that , that will bring relief . 

[ The European mandrake (MandPagom offiaincnvn) - mentioned in the Bible 
(Gen . 30 : 14 ;  S . of . S . 7 : 13) - has been the obj ect  of magic  and supers tition since 
ancient times . A s temless plant with a large root - forked and sometimes resem
b ling a man - belongs to the So lanaoea or Potato order , grows in southern Europe , 
northern Africa , and is common in south P alestine . This plant , especially in its 
exceptional shape , has always been used as an aphrodisiac - homeopathic magi c .  
Revised Version (margin) o f  the Bib le suggests an alternative reading for man
drakes - love app les . The tomato , a solanaceous plant once considered poisonous , 
was for centuries called a love app le . Was this the magic of taboo? If  you ate 
it you would die?  In  any case , the fruit was small and tasteless - not the mod
ern vegetable . The American mandrake is the May apple (Podophy l lum pe l tatum) , a 
di fferent plant and one with a stem - one I have known since childhood , having 
gathered and eaten its yellow insipid plum-shaped app le . Here again , I do not 
know , originally symbolism may have been involved . The little use of mandrake 
in wit chcraft and hoodoo once surprised me , but later I realized that changeless 
magic principles have changing outward fashions . Roots with particular shapes -
man , woman , snake , twis ted , knotted - I found rare . They were disappearing with 
the old- fashioned root doator who gathered his own roots . ] 

(Are those doses given at any special time? ) 
Any time you ket ch a client that is - er , in agony - you make every - j us t  

like you would - a doctor would come in an d  wri te out a prescrip tion , and the 
person is [ in ]  agony perhap s . See . Well , this mandrake is handled very much 
in lots of cases . 

I ' ve j ust  received a letter now from Blackstone , Virginia.  Two weeks ago , I 
was up thare and a young girl , Easter Sunday , was another of dose of one drop o f  
snake b lood was put into some candy . In some cases they go to work and plug the 
candy and drop this one drop of blood in it . Plug it out , dress it wi th whatever 
[ they want to use and ]  they put candy or sugar over it again and pass it  round to 
you . Eat that and the heat o f  the body will cause this here to become live in 
y�u , see . 

Well , that made i t  sort o f  - I only , j ust  the s ame as I firs t s aid - I like to  
say that the mandrake is  handled into insects and that s ort , more powerful into 
cuttin ' ' em out from a person , by taking ' em out their [bowels ? ] . But behind 
that b e  that of using the oi l of Perodium . 

(Oil of  what ? )  
Oil o f  Ro lium .  Oil o f  Ro lium , they must use that after that - behind that . 
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(I  see , sort o f  as a physic  or something ? )  
Phys ic  - come right behind , yes , from two t o  three hours , as a opePation 

genePat [bowels movement ] , you will have . Then , in some case - in some case I 
have come across o f  people puttin ' these live adders - that is , a snake - he ' s  
very slippery . Well , they do the same ,  though , I find into using it on these 
live insects . Then I find another root - I do not know what it  may b e  called -
round here in Virginia and North Carolina . They never have told me the name o f  
it , but I know whenever I get it . It  i s  very useful , but you use into the 
'Murican , you see , mandrakes . 

( I  see . ) 
By a tea made out of  i t  - it is known as a composition of what we call as the 

Sampson snakeroot - see , for to kill it . 
(I  see . You don ' t  know the name of this root , but what do they call it  around 

here? ) 
This deadman root? 
(No , this other root you mentioned . You said you didn ' t  know the name of it . 

They don ' t  have any name for it ? )  
Don ' t  have any name , see , because then i t  was showed t o  me by an old person -

his wife died here about a week - couple o f  weeks ago . Well , he was up - they 
didn ' t  know their ages . They was a hundred years old but they didn ' t  know which 
one the oldest , but then they told me - er , especially I go out there to the 
country and sit down with them , and they showed it to me . 

In lots of cases , or in some cases , where it become like it  has di ff ' rent 
composition , can be made of di ff ' rent kinds of perfumes , etc . , that they use 
dust in it , and sometimes those perfumes is made of - out of diff ' rent sorts of 
flowers , and when they are not made out of flowers they are made out o f  other 
herbs , see . But it ' s  so many di ff ' rent herbs that be ' s ,  say ,  comb inationed 
together . 

I t  is s o  many dif f ' rent ways that a track can be used . See . There i s  some 
cases that a track can be used wit ter red flannin [ flannel] , cayenne pepper , 
but you must take nine grains of pepper and sprinkle it  over that , and take nine 
of iron nails - ten-penny . 

(Ten-penny nails . )  
I ron .  See , they cut out o f  iron , you know , not the wire . There is two 

classes - one is a square head and one is round head . Well , you use the square 
head . 

(Oh , you use the square head nail . I see . )  
And you take de square head and you - nine of them and this track . You kin 

wrap it from you into red flannen [ demonstrates] . 
(Wrap it from you . ) 
From you . But they use - lots of those people who have danced with the devil , 

who have made a vow , that i f  they kin give that to any other person who ' d  carry 
it - but it ' s  a curse . See , you make an oath as long as you ' re - what the person 
must do in the space o f  nine day ' s  time undertaking . 

(What would they do with that ? You would give it to them in some way ? )  
No , fixes the track . 
(Yes ? I mean , they have to put it down for them or what ? )  
No , it ' s  dtff ' rent . After [ that ] they goes to work and they take it exactly 

at twelve o ' clock . Then they goes - they ' ll watch the tides and see how the 
tides of the river , if it ' s  the flood tide ; but if it ' s  the regular s tream where 
the water continuously runs , they only goes there exactly at twelve o ' clock at 
night and pitch it over their left shoulder with an evil curse , that you will 
leave in the space of nine-days time . 
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As again , it [ foot track]  is  used in a competiton o f  a reed . They take a 
reed , your name , and in this reed you make it  like there [ demons trates ] - you 
burns a hole in it , in the reed , and have it the length o f  one yard [ three fee t ] . 
Now your sugges t ion - you ' ll write the [ their]  name on there , this reed . They 
are dis charged [ charge or fill i t ]  with quicks ilver , b lues tone and dirt g athered 
o f f  a murderer ' s  grave . Put [ thes e  thing s ] into the reed , light it  in the morn
ing at nine o ' clo ck - practi�ally nine . Set yourself to [ facing ] the wes t  and 
you light - you [wai t ]  two minutes with this charge [before lighting i t ] . But 
in during - in the period o f  time when it dis charge [ it is lighted ] , you mus t 
make an oath an ' cus s  it  for this person to leave at a period o f  time . 

(Do they use any special kind o f  reed? ) 
This here - any J apane ' e  reed as a fishing reed , you see . But you only have 

it - well , j us t  ab out a y ard or s ay 2 6  inches , s omething like that . 
( I  see . And you can practically play any tPiaks you want to do . )  
To do . But it  i s  used entirely indi f f ' rent , you know . 
There is such a thing as a pers on kin - if a man would happen t o  leave his 

home - have the same protes t [ p ro ces s ] but reverse it . In p lace of us ing - you 
would have to go to work and shoot it to the e as t . That ' s  like if  a person has 
left home , but you will do that exactly at twelve o ' clock at night . 

(What do you mean shoot it? ) 
[ He reexp lains the charging o f  the reed . ]  
You s ee , you write the name on a clar [ clear ] piece o f  white p apah . See , you 

put chure combertition b lues tone - see , the powdered b lues tone or what they s ay 
granulated blues tone - [ and ] qui cks ilver . Then you put in the reed , you put 
cinnamin , you puts firs t - grind allspice and all cloves - wit sugar , also s alt , 
and this yere - a small portion o f  the gPaveyaPd diPt wits it , [ you put ] in the 
name , you dPess it , and you put it in this reed , but you have it charged in the 
b ack with the b lack gunpowder . When you l ight it , you would shoot it  o f f  j us t 
like a small candle . 

(Roman candle ? ) 
That ' s  it . That is , you kin shoot a person home , you kin shoot ' em away .  
Then , it ' s  o ther pervis ion [provis ion ] - i s  that you kin shoot it at a home 

and send evil spirits by us ing the dirt off  s even graves o f  [murderers ? ] ,  but 
you have to have either four evil spirits or four good spir its and three evil [ or 
three good ] - that i s , to do certain things . But i f  you ' muni cate with spirits 
that is entire ly indiff ' rent [ the charged reed is useless ] .  In some cases - now , 
mys el f , I ' muni cate with spirits every night at twelve o ' clock , but wherever I 
wanta s end ' em at , see , I s ends ' em my ownself - I ' m very we ll experienced , � 
s end them any place that I care to . 

The nature o f  me picking it on out [how I learned hoodo o ]  - I was holding a 
pos i tion and to the pos ition I was holding there was an old man , and my s i sters , 
all o f  ' em ,  was s cared o f  him . Well , I did all his readin ' and writin ' fer him . 
[ Compare this with how Zo�o began his career with Mys tePious PaPkeP - p . ll6 6 ,  
line 38f . ] So , during the period o f  time h e  [ did s o  many things ] like that I 
didn ' t  know , the old man he had so much diff ' rent mag i c  he could [ do ] . 

So the firs t thing he would do , he would take my hat - t ake my hat and spit in 
i� and tell me to go out on de corner . I ' d  go out on de corner and I ' d  t ip to 
some young girl . Now , the g irl may be going to the s tore for her people or s ome
thing . When she come b a ck I could have an interview with her . And when I ' d  have 
my interview , her people could never keep her away from me . As in a period o f  
time - h e  died somewheres in 1918 . 

(What do you mean
.
by intePView with a ZadY ? )  

Had t o  g o  right home t o  do conversation with her - never seed her before . 
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(At her home ? )  
T o  her home - right dere at her home . She would invite me . The way she 

talked - I ' d  tell her - she ' d  tell me to come in in the presence of her people . 
I met he r j us t  like that - meet her on the corner there and tipped my hat . Then 
off from that time she ' d  never be satis fied . 

This old man - his name was - I never learned any more - his name was Uncle 
Charlie Jackson . 

(Where did he come from by the way? What part o f  the country did he come 
from? ) 

Oh � he was down in Alabama .  And he had three very large snakes . And i f  a 
person would come to him for to kill a person � the larges t  snake what he had 
would come out and crawl up in de door . That was his magic  - that was the agree
ment what he made � you see � with the devil in selling hisself to the devil . Then 
he had another one what would remove evil spirits from a person .  I f  you came in
to his place � while s ittin ' down into the chair � this snake would crawl all 
around you �  all through the chair .  You get up � you go by God . 

I f  you come for a gamb ling hand - his gamb ling hand was guaranteed fer one 
year . [See HAND, TIME LIMIT FOR� p . 5 7 7 . ] He would take you into a little room 
and set you in there and when he get ready fer you � he would tell you - he would 
send fer yuh . Well � if he couldn ' t  s tand - the s ame way � if a person would come 
by for to kill a person . I f  you could j ump over de snake what would coil up into 
the door � when you git back home he would be done kilt - this person . 

I f  you wanted a gamb ling hand - if you wanted to get that from him � when he 
get ready � then he send this other medium-sized snake in there . I f  you could 
s tand fer him to come there and crawl around and you follow him back into the 
room � he would give you the gamb ling hand. 

(How did he make his gamb ling hand? Did he ever tell you? ) 
Oh � he - makes ' em very dif f ' rent s imp le ways . 
(What was his way? Did he tell you that way? ) 
The way he made ' em �  he did . They was made out o f  little children ' s  finger . 
(Oh � the baby fingers ? )  
Baby finger j ' ints - the j ' ints o f  baby fingers and what we call the aoPime � 

the red aoPime seed . 
( Red aoPimee seed . ) 
The red aoPimee seed . And he would use this here devil ' s-shoes tring � and he 

would use this he re Sampson snakeroot .  Into these fixin ' - when he would fix 
them - would be under the new moon . After he would fix them then � he would give 
them to you on the 15th of the month o f  the full moon . He would either wait till 
the moon be in full expanse o f  the earth � then he would g ive that to you . 

Then there is  other ways � you may take diff ' rent classes o f  incense . There is 
so many diff ' rent incense .  I find into the clas s o f  incense what I use my own
self into returning people home � it ' s  a mos t  oriental incense . It ' s  [Hindu] or 
a Chinaman ' s  - i t ' s  the very bes t of alai'PVOyant incense you kin get  from ' em .  
[ A  woman in Richmond spoke about Chinese incense . ]  Place a person name onto a 
lineless piece o f  white paper � repeat the words � "In the Name of the Father �  Son 
and Holy Ghos t � "  as the ab sent one may follow � "John So-and-So may return home . "  
See � "In the lfame o f  the Father � Son and Holy Ghos t �  and will b e  contented when 
returned . "  You places that under a s aucer . [ Cylinder changed . 1 And the name 
o f  the person should be placed under the saucer . [ Repetition because cylinder 
changed . ]  Mix cinnamin and g ranulated sugar - pitch it into the room for nine 
morning at three o ' clock in the morning . You go through the ceremony � calling 
the person name � say �  " Return home in nine day ' s  time . "  That !s an old [ Hindu 
method]  that was learned to me by DoatoP Gorse in [ of ] Bombay . 
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(Doctor Gorse?)  
Gorse . You ' re acquainted with him? 
(No . ) 
Well , he was out in Chi cago way for some time . 
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[The chances are Doctor Gorse was a white man , not from Bombay , who was a one
man hoodoo company sending out catalogues . ]  

Now , my remedy o f  b reaking up people who have s old theirself to the devil is 
one of the simple rules . I always works wi th a tree what have been s truck with 
lightnin ' , and locate the - lots of the trees rots down to a dus t ,  see . I kin 
take that dus t and any person what have s old hisself to  the devil , and sprinkle 
it around his home , in his home , he ' ll be dead . It will kill any person what 
works [ hoodoo ] .  By God ! Kill the nature [ of the work] along with them , anything 
they undertake to do . 

Now , here ' s  a small problem . In this block here , several doors down here , 
this woman was to be s old out . I goes to work my ownself . I use b orax , what 
you call - but probably you ' ll want to take the [ other bottle rite firs t ] . 
You ' ll get a clear one [bottle ] , then , if you want to - if you want to take a 
larger one . Or do you want me to finish this one up before I give you this ? 

(Finish up the one you got in your hands . )  
[Was he holding an imaginary bot tle in his hands ? ]  
You gets a black bottle - this black bottle . You places in the black bottle 

what they call a King So Lomon - the root of King SoLomon root , then you put the 
Love root , then you put the devil ' s-shoes tring root in there and that Conker what 
they call the Conkerin ' John - it is known to be the Conker of the Earth. Then , 
to that , you take twelve - you starts on the officers . The first officer , you 
will s ay ,  is the clerk of the court , the j udge , the attorney , chief j uryman . 
See . Then you pronounce on the twelve j urymen , but you drap them in the bottle 
what [ you call ] these twelve square-head iron nails - down , that ' s  down. And 
after they get the 18 in there , then you drap yourself with chure head up . But 
this bottle is bottled up . 

[ One after the other you name and drop head-down into the black bottle 18 
square-head iron nai Ls , and then name another square-head iron nai L yourself 
and drop it head-up into the black bottle . ] 

Before it ' s  bottled up ,  you repeat the Lord ' s  Prayer into it - repeat the 
Lord ' s  Prayer and then [ put ] b orax on it , put [borax ]  over i t  and s top it 
[bottle ] up thoroughly . The following morning at three o ' clock you take it 
out and bury it with the mouth towards the sunrise . That will tie the court 
down where the decis ion will be given to the other person , the favor will be 
gived to you . 

( I  see . )  
That is of winning lawsuits . The next thing that is used with that , during 

that period of time , is the red s af fron , chloroform , ephrine [ ephedrine ] and 
brims tone . That is a bot tle what they carry in their hands [ and i t  is a hand. ] 
You uns crew the top and that will - s ay ,  go  over the whole courtroom . On the 
day o f  trial the court will be decided into your behalf . 

( I  see . Any special kind o f  bottle ? )  
.No , j es t  only put a certain portion in it - but I generally [ use]  a one-inch 

or one-ounce bot tle , where they kin carry it in a purse . 
In some cases it is used - into a murderer ' s  case , they use a red handkerchief 

smoked with dragon b lood , with an onion - a red onion cut in four parts filled 
with s alt  and hold into the right hand . And then leave on the s tove at home the 
gum · of aUibar. 

(Gum of aL Libar. ) 
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A l livar and dragon ' s -b loo d to be on the s tove smoking . That case wi ll be 
dismis sed . 

( I  s ee . ) 
Those are di f ferent ideas . 
Well , to keep the law away from a person ' s place , you mus t take or g e t  1 6  -

let ' s  see - two , four , eigh t - eigh t  files [ sounds like fowls ] . 
(E ight files . )  
Get eight . And the dis t ance o f  your place - if you can get a ch ance , the way 

they do - in the dirt is mos t  the place the b es t .  You places two to the no rth 
crossways . 

( In the g round ? )  
In the earth [ demons trates ] .  
( In the no rth - cross them over . )  
That ' s  the firs t two . Then you goes south and you place two , but into this 

you ' re going through a ceremony and no one would come any nearer and interfere , 
see . Then you goes then to the e as t  and you put two there . Then to the wes t .  
Af ter that you uses a competi tion [ comb ination ] o f  what we call b lues tone and 
g ranulated sugar . Keep a fire in the s tove and you pitches that into the s tove 
on the real lucky hours - that is nine o ' clo ck in the morning . Then you read the 
3 7 th P s alm ,  and after reading that 3 7 th P s alm ,  you repeat what you want to be 
did . No one will ever come in . 

Now ,  here ' s  a cas e what happened and I was info rmed a li t tle too la te . 
[ This st andard s tatement o f  do ators comes in a varie ty o f  forms : A LITTLE 

EARLIER COULD HAVE SAVED THE BOY , TOO LATE NOW , I F  YOU HAD COME JE S '  A WEEK 
BEFO ' , p . 308f . ]  

(Where was this ? )  
This was righ t here in the ci ty , 1934 , a coup le b lo cks o ffen Washing ton Avenue 

there . The man lives there now . A young girl was to get married to a fellow 
from Portsmouth and she goes over and gets $ 5 . 00 from him to come over here . So 
he handed i t  to her and she came over here . They carried her from here - from 
the room where they went to to S t . Vincent Hospital . They become to be lined up 
like dogs . They s tayed thataway from February t ill the 13 th of April . When I 
go t here , I was a li t tle too late . [ This P . C .  cas e - or imagination - mus t b e  
a reco rd ! ]  

Now ,  thes e remedies is - they are very simple and easy cured if  you ' d  only 
know , see . Into a cas e o f  that sort , that is if a person is lined up ,  always go 
to a Catho lic church and ask the pries t to give you some holy water in a brand 
new glass and t ake nine glasses o f  water and p i t ch it  righ t b e tween them . That 
will put ' em  apart . 

(They come apar t - nine g las ses o f  holy water . )  
Right b e tween ' em . 
[My info rman t ' s  words , they aarried her . . . from the [ [hospi tal ] ] room , show 

that the doc tors after two months performed the widely b elieved folklore opera
tion . This surgery , i tself a piece o f  folklore , always requires the death o f  the 
woman to s ave the man . Why? I could never learn , unles s acco rding to the Bible 
and Church , woman fo r centuries has b een inferio r to man - she being his chat tel 
and clas s i fiei with his house , ox and ass - the Tenth Commandment ,  ExodUs 20 : 17 . ]  

Some cases , they lines ' em up wi t frogs , but into the nature when you line i t  
up b y  frogs , you gotta get  b lack-b acked one , see . And t ake him into [ your hand ] 
with a rubb er glove [ info rmant is aping a surgeon ] and shove him down in between 
there and let him urinate on the man and they ' ll come unloos e d .  

( I  s ee . That ' s  a simple remedy . )  
But the way they do that , they take the she frog . 
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(Any frog ? )  
Yes , you see they know the male has a lighter color than the female , s ee . 
(They take the she frog . )  
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Take the she frog and they fry it into lard , s ee , and after they fry it into 
lard , they take it and he will p lay wi th a woman and rub that on her . Well , the 
next man that will go  there , he wi ll be lined j us t  like the frog lined to the she 
frog . 

( I  s ee , j us t  s tuck tight . )  
Jus t tight . 
There ' s  ano ther remedy on that s ame metho d . This i s  by an old man who was 

known to be one of the greates t men - they give him away . They wanted to keep 
him in North Carolina . In s lavery times they gived him away and s ent him down 
into New Orleans , Louisiana . When you get down there , you ' ll hear talk o f  him . 
[ I  had already been down there and would go again . ] 

(What was his name ? ) 
His name was DoctoP Jous e . 
(Jouse ?  Jowett? ) 
Jous e . 
(DoctoP Jous e . )  
That ' s  it . They goin ' tell you the man who won $ 10 , 000 off the Loui s i ana 

lottery . That ' s  what he was - the o ld lottery hi tteP . 
( I  see . He was born in a city down in North Caro lina , and then they s ent him 

down to [New Orleans ] . ) 
An '  during them there slavery times they never could sell a s lave . He would 

b reak ' em out wi th sores all over ' em ,  when they got re ady to s ell ' em ,  and they 
had to get rid of him - they give him away . 

(An d  you say you worked wi th him? ) 
I was wit him . I was very young then , I was s ay s omewheres about - say 

between fourteen-fifteen years of age . And he learnt me how to make the bes t 
hePb blood medicine in the country . 

(What was that you were going to tell me about him before - about one o f  his 
remedies ? )  

One o f  his remedies - his remedy was on the s ame way of ketching a buzzard . 
He would shoot a buzzard and take the gizzard - take the gizzard out and t ake 
beef t allow and hog lard [ three ingredients ]  and put it in the s tove and let all 
that run out like , but he s ews [ ! ]  it up tight and he ' ll g ive the person a box o f  
that . You ' ll rub it on your wife , i t  would line them . You would go t o  the north 
side o f  b lackgum tree and g e t  a sp rig , but you cur s es her every [ where ] you cut 
it - cut the pers on up on top , and in the ninth li ck he would come apart . 

See - every old wri ter , author ,  he - to his practi ces he have dif f ' rent ways . 
Well , out o f  my 35 years , you see , I fell among s t  lo ts o f  b lack art . 

I have been wi th people what tell you b e fore de sun goes down they ' ll bump you 
Q[[_. 

One o f  the bad fellows here - now , HERE ' S  MY REMEDY RIGHT HERE OF WEAKENING 
ONE OF THE WORST FELLOWS WHAT ' S  HERE . His name was Rogers Wheel .  

I made a combination o f  cayenne pepp er , s alt , sulphur - s alt , sulphur , cayenne 
p�per . HE TOLD ME HE WAS GOING TO KILL ME ,  see . All right , I mixes the s tuff 
exactly at twelve o ' clo ck in the day , and he was going to bump me off in nine 
[ days ] t ime .  He could bump off. I ' d  taken this preparation an d  at exactly 
twelve o ' clock in the day I carried i t  over and put it all on his gallery 
[ porch ] . I t  s cared him so that he was s cared to come out o f  his own home . He 
told his wi fe , say ,  "Get someone to clean that s tuff o ff . "  She commence to 
sweepin ' it , and into that preparation I put a box of this here Flag Snuf f  in it . 
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( Flag Snuff ? )  
Flag Snuff . You know that makes you sneeze , you know , and they commence to 

sweep and everybody down de road commence to sneeze . That fellow ,  he was hidin '  
in the house . 

( Scared to death? ) 
S cared 1 em to death - SCARED ' EM  ALL TO DEATH AND HE WAS THE WORST MAN IN 

BERKLEY . 
[At this time Berkley was a colored community near or within the city o f  

Norfolk , Va . For years it had been noted a s  the home of wit chcraft , rootwork , 
and fortunetelling . ]  

Everybody was s cared o f  him , because they thought he was one of the meanes t  
mans over there . When he s ay he ' d  bump you off, he ' d  bump yo u off. 

(What would he do - shoot you or s t ab you or something? ) 
No , his author [�] o f  killing people was these square-head nails . He would 

go to the souths ide of a black gum tree at three o ' clock in the morning and cover 
his head up with a coat - with his coat . You see , he had a vow made with the 
devil . And he would s tart that nail off , and he would drive it - on the ninth 
morning you would be dead , and [ after] he would drive it all the way . 

(While he was driving this nail , he would put this coat over his head all the 
time? ) 

Hold it over his head and hit it - he ' d  only hit it once [ each morning ] . 
(Well , how would they do that ? How would they run a person away with their 

hair? ) 
Wrap it around one o f  these ten-penny iron nails . 
( Squarehead nails ? )  
Squareheaded nails , and drive it on the eas t side o f  a tree where the sun was 

shining on , and hit it [ once ] for nine mornings before de sun would rise , and in 
the ninth morning they will be gone . 

(I  see , drive them away . )  
I f  two people have been separated for a good many years and want to unite back 

together , you may take the two hairs o f  the people and put ' em  together and go to 
a tree - like a fork like that [ demons trates ] .  

(A tree that forks like that . )  
Split it down through there and place this in there . When this tree grow back 

up together those two people will be united back together again . 
In cases of private hair - what they use for that - that ' s  to bring you a 

woman , or a man , either one . They will take that - they uses a class o f  perfume 
in this part o f  the country that they call Hearts Pe�fume . They will take some 
of her hair and some hair from their own , and mix together and roll it and place 
it into a small bottle - has like a b ag the length o f  their person . Any time she 
wants you , she shake it and turn it [bottle ]  on the head [ upside down ] . You ' ll 
become to be in agony if you [ don ' t ] come where she ' s  at . 

(Have you heard about the measured man? ) 
Why sure . That is one of the hardes t propositions without choo do know sich 

as that . You have to know personally . Sometime in communicating with spirits  
you have to use that for the res toring o f  manhood b ack to man . 

A woman if she take your nature and bottle it  on her , you goes to work , you 
makes you a b�ttle of - [ to give you]  a small parable , go to the drug store , you 
get chluriform [ chloroform] , sweet spiPits of niter and hartshorn [ here = s al 
volatile ] , place in the urinate in this bottle . Take ten cents at exactly s ix 
o ' clock in the evening . Now , this is if she ' s  got your nature . They generally 
wears it  round their leg . Some o f  ' em ,  they may take it and ketch it on a piece 
of cotton and bottle it up with some other mah chemicals . These three mah 
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chemicals what I have j us t  spoken o f  is only in de urine . You take i t  and you go 
to the grave and at exactly s ix o ' clock you digs that deep [ demons trates ] .  You 
place it in the grave . 

(The urine bottle? ) 
Urine bottle , in the grave . You ' ll repeat the following words , "In the Name 

o f  the Father , the Son and the Holy Ghos t ,  I will hire you to go and make that 
woman who have me tied up ,  or bottled up ,  or haved me folded up " [ breaks incan
tation to digres s ] . Lots o f  times they only have your na ture  folded on a clear 
towel , see . Each one use a towel she take - take the towel what she usually put 
on top of her . [He returns to complete incantation . ]  "She will go and get rid 
of i t , In the Name of the Father , Son and Holy Spirit . "  Then , "I pay you this 
ten cents for to go and bu ' st that bottle and make her be so  dis contented that 
she will have to dis charge what she have . "  If she do dis charge that , the glands 
will have to be relivened anyway , because they are dead . 

Some cases is they uses a wash - that is a wash of saltpeter , black gunpowder , 
either - in i ce water melted or spring water . Those two waters is necessary to 
get for to make the solution for to wash . Some cases , you ' ll have to perform on 
them and g ive them internal medicine . The internal medi cine is only made out 
from Sampson snakeroot - will bring the vitality of the man back to the proper 
point . 

This  city here today is  based on giving people stinging nettles . Here in this 
city here , they give a man s t inging net tles - the women do - to take his vit ality 
away from him so they kin go out , swing out very much , see ·. Well , when they t ake 
[ give] you those s tinging net tles , they create ev ' ry  growing o f  the moon , see . 
And to that , I find into s ome of the medicine that will be used - into your medi
cine always , as I firs t said , give him - they will have to gather this or get i t , 
the running holly . 

[ Does he mean ground holly = pipsissewa or the wintergreen? ] 
(The running holly . ) 
Let him take that . The running holly will become to kill these s tinging 

net tles because they creep so fas t . [Here a running plant kills a creeping 
animal - see LIKE CURES LIKE , p . 394 . ]  A person with stinging nettles in them , 
they do not usually use any drinks whatever . Teas , coffee , cut ' em off . Don ' t  
let ' em be sweet atall - not any coffee or milk either sweet . And eat anything 
else what they want but no fish whatever , because the fish itself [ he calls 
s tinging net tle a fish ] it grows more . 

(Well , how do you give them this running holly? By a tea or s ome thing ? )  
Makes a tea out of it , then it is gived from a halfa wineglas s per day - three 

times per day . 
(How do these women usually get these s tinging net tles into them? Do they dry 

them or? ) 
They dries them .  The women don ' t  do that ; it  is these doctors , these o ther 

doctors who works black art . They will take it  on a clear day and they takes a 
board or something - a clear board or a smooth board and place i t  into the water , 
and when it  become to dry it is like - they take i t  and let the water drain -
see , it  will j elly right on down to water . The leas t drop o f  that water they 
w:iil.l take , he ' ll become back to the same form and go ins ide o f  her [him] like 
that . 
--:Right today 100 percent of the mankind and also women got them things in ' em 
in this city here - I mean on both sides , whi te and colored , because these 
womens here - one man ain ' t  enough . 

Now , here ' s  a case . There was a woman who had been taking a treatment from 
Dr . Nelson for three years  at Lawrenceville , Virg inia . They brought her to me 
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on the 20th of December . I give her what we call as a mys te!Y bath . See , a 
mys tery bath is oompi tated of er very poison - lots o f  poisons in i t .  The first 
they take in it is  copper [ copperas ? ]  s altpeter , blues tone [ here the same as 
copperas ] .  Then we uses 2 8 percent of ammoni a .  Shortly after that they gathers 
the dogwood tree root , they boil that water - no other water will be added into 
it . This water is placed - get cool - well it cool to a certain - all right . 
Then this powder is  put in [ in the dogwood-root water ] and the person will bathe . 
The woman had taken three baths and now she ' s  5 2  years o f  age , walking around 
bet ter than any day . Her husband los t his farm and paid him [ the M . D . ] for three 
years . The woman was cured in a space of time of 20 days . I t  t akes her to tell 
you about these diff ' rent treatments . 

There ' s  one case I may make a very good success into it and have a nice write
up on it . I t ' s  a young boy who is in Washing ton , [D . C . ] ,  but his woman droessed 
him , has her hand dressed and rubs it  into his back , and gives him what you call 
this S t . Vitus Dance , see . Long as he had a good j ob ,  she wanted him .  To get 
rid of him she goes to one of these b lack aPt doctors and he dresses her hand 
and she rubs his back and he become into this St . Vitus Dance . 

Well , this s ame treatment - he ' s  going th rough it  now - I won ' t  know till I 
get back Thursday . See , I will be  leaving here , going back there Thursday . 

I has also the diff ' rent - travelin ' through the country I comes into all 
sort  - into removin ' o f  reptiles from de leg or else in de flesh . This is did 
through a dus t . They uses very high - one they uses - they cannot make it with
out making , going to the grave of dead people and they mus t gather this dirt to 
do you bi tterly haPm at exactly twelve o ' clock at night . They gather it from 
s even graves . They mix it with the diff ' rent snake dus t and they sprinkle it  -
as today ' s the new moon , they put it down you know last night , or excusin ' it 
because the rain - you see the earth is open now and the earth will t ake it  while 
you continue to walk over it . This s tuff will come right up through the pores of 
the skin into the shoes and all . 

But very truly mos t ly used for that is - for avoidin ' o f  that is  what the� 
call made shie ldS , that is roots are used of making made guardS [ = made shie lds ] , 
so you kin walk over it so this will no t hurt you , you s ee . [MY FIRST DOCTOR , 
p . 93 3 , showed me and described his shie ld. ] Those preparation [ for the shie ld = 
guard = hand] is the devil ' s-shoes tring , de High John de Conker ,  the buckeye , the 
white coPime seed,  and the gall o f  the earth made into lit tle forms in a bag , or 
into a piece of cloth , j us t  like this part here , that side . Every Friday morn
ing they ' ll wet with your urine and rub it together [ this is feeding the hand] . 
The same prayer is  made , "In the Name of the Father , Son and Holy Ghost , I will 
walk all over , all on purpose what is put down there agains t me . "  You kin be 
walking in a communit� where something is put down for someone els e . This cord 
[ on the bag ]  will draw your leg ,  tigh ten right up on you , and let you know where 
you are walking is not right . That is some of Ole Uncle Charlie ' s  method what he 
learnt me - the old man what I firs t spoke o f .  

Also , h e  makes - but  I find out into my s tudies , you know , in diff ' rent - I 
uses my own methods in using - is this here souther-n John de Conker and this 
s am - well , it ' s  a chinee root , I cannot pronounce it  very good . I t ' s  a chinee 
roo t , you get it from a botanical garden . Comb ination those  two together and use 
a piece of p:t'ain American High John de Conquer ; makes a talisman - s ee , make a 
small talisman and wear it on your body .  

And t o  s topping fits , I always used some - it ' s  a chromer [ ? ]  [ common ? ] method . 
I used the gathering of peuny [ peony ] . 

(What ? )  
The root o f  the peony . 
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( I  do not get that . )  
The root o f  the peony . 
(Oh ! Yes , yes - I unders tand . )  

1397 

[ Old note o f  mine at this point reads , "Peony root in A lbertus Magnus . " ] 
That is used into spells we put on people , but you mus t always gather that 

exactly on the dark-moon night , between seven and six WHEN THE DOG STAR HAVE FULL 
CONTROL OF THE HEAVENS .  

(How is that given? How is that administered? In a tea or is it powdered? ) 
No , only wears it on theirself . 
(Oh , j ust  wear it as a talisman . )  
As a talisman . They take three pieces of it as , "The Father ,  Son ,  and Holy 

Ghost . "  Wear it around their neck . 
For removing snakes from my mother-in-law ,  I use a competition of apple cider , 

I use a hal f o f  gallon o f  apple cider , three gills o f  spirits of turpentine , 
three gills of kerosene . I used nine cayenne peppers , but sp read ' em open . See 
[ I  do all this ] like I ' d be making a pomade . I used three tablespoonful of salt , 
o f  a package what never have been emptied out . Then I shake this here very well . 
See , shake it very well and rub the outside o f  the skin . .The skin becomes blue . 
Then I take a piece o f  cypress and make like a knife , and take the edge of it 
[ cyp ress knife ] right down [ the leg ] . The leg opens , see , and the insect come 
out . Shortly , there are needed salves for that . The salve that was made was 
very common and easy - only out of fresh hog lard and saltpeter . That ' s  what 
healed it quite prompt see , because of killing all of this here no water ' ll ever 
touch it . I f  water touch it , it will inflame it , which is one thing . 

IF  A DOCTOR [M . D . ]  OPERATE ON YOU , [when] YOU ARE POISONED , THE WHOLE SYSTEM 
OF YOUR BODY IS POISONED. THAT ' S  WHY THEY DO IT . 

[Having criticized the medical profession in the preceding statement , Doator 
English will now give another examp le of what should be done in cases o f  hoodoo 
poisoning . ] 

There ' s  a young boy - I don ' t  know [ him ] mys elf - a young man came to me 
[ firs t ] . [Then] his people came at twelve o ' clock at night over in Berkley 
[ Negro community near or in Norfolk , Va . ] . A man [was ] having fits . Th ey s aid 
it ' s  from one toe . His feet swole up larger ' en [ = than (something) ] .  [ This was 
a cas e ]  o f  using what we call the ma.gia ointment.  Magia ointment , a combination 
of b luestone , the same as the other , but it ' s  made into an oil form - bluestone , 
copperas and saltpeter . See , but only using the oil - see , kerosene , rubbed 
thoroughly of gettin ' what we call - these people ' round here they call it the 
mulberry what ' s  they mos tly call it , but the name o f  it I 'm trying to call it , 
because I know it as well as I know myself .  It ' s  - I ' m sorry I can ' t  call the 
name . 

( I t ' ll come to you mayb e later on . )  
And you rub the leg thoroughly with that , see . So  after the leg is rubbed 

into that , three days later I take my safety razor blade and cut his toe open . 
I never seed anything - up side o f  his toe was horns all around it . I never 
witness o f  anything like that . 

(You didn ' t  recognize what it was ?  You didn ' t  know what it was ?  Just some 
sort o f  an animal or something ? )  

•something in him thare - when I cut it , it hopped out , and the boy .  
(After you made that cut then , how would you - how did you dress that wound 

then? ) 
With the s ame - only with - I uses a small sum o f  al cohol solution an ' iodine . 

See . Then you places the same healin ' salve , that is saltpeter - made out of the 
base of saltpeter and fresh hog lard . I tried this out . That ' s  what you wrap 
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around the leg - sprinkle sulphur in the leg . 
(What is that root called ? )  
The next root i s  known t o  be what they call _the shame b rier . 
( Shame brier ? )  
That ' s  right , that ' s  a root in Alabama .  That root i s  used very much f o r  lots 

of  diff ' rent things . It is used as a love root , lawsuit root - as they use it  in 
Alab ama in comb ination with devil ' s-shoestring - of a small piece cut off , put in 
the mouth , chewed , spit into the courtroom . You ' ll get  dismissed . 

To make a person do as you like fer them to do , a small piece chewed around 
' em and spit around ' em - they will do as you wish for them to do . [See SHAME 
BRIER, p . 646 f . ] 

I t  is known to be used as de red corimee seed - nine of ' em - at your own 
trial . Take nine seeds - put three at the firs t door of entering into the court
room , three at the courtroom door where the case is being tried , and three of 
those red corimee seeds into the j udge ' s  seat . As mos t of  these [ hoodoo ] people , 
they keeps in touch with the j udge . Some of  ' em ,  you see , they knows zactly when 
the j anitor is goin ' to clean out . Well , he ' s  down there that morning and goes 
in there and uses that - fixes the seat with these three corimee seeds in there 
so he ' ll set on it . The name will be sugges ted - what you are supposed to b e  
working for . As you take the corimee seeds and you give him the s ame - s ay ,  
devil ' s-shoes tring and dirt off o f  a b aby ' s  - off o f  nine b ab ies ' graves . You 
leaves a penny - you take a thimb le you know, ge t holt of a thimb le - one penny 
fer each thimbleful of the dirt very deep off the grave . There are diff ' rent 
places of the dirt - you kin tell . The dirt that is near the coffin is like 
s ilk , become to be very separate [ s ilky ] . But the one that is on the high sur
face is very coarse see , because the s treng th of the b aby is all through there 
or whats omever remains of it . See . As those nine thimb lefuls are pl aced and 
dried . 

(What do you do with those pennies , by the way ? )  
That ' s  what you p ay the spirit . 
(Where do you put those pennies . )  
You leave them on top of the grave , put ' em on top of the graves . Then this 

dirt that ' s  used - there ' s  no baby ever was convicted , so a judge cannot convict 
you and you are dismissed . 

(That ' s  the reas on for it  in other words . )  
Some cases of  drawing trade to bus iness p laces there are three b ab ies that 

are - notice , you kin go to work and hi� ' em  [ their spirits ] like today . You 
hires ' em today ,  you takes nine thimb les ful of dirt from each grave . You will 
tell them to be at your home on the third night . When they come to your home on 
the third nigh t ,  you make you competition of a incent - [ the spirits ] come all 
around [you] . I t ' s  [ incense is made of ] cinnimin , spice , cloves and allspice . 
[ I t ] may be placed wit this , this whut we s ieve [graveyard dirt] , 18 ,  theres 18 -
2 7 ,  2 7  thimb lesful of dirt from the graves , made with in cent and put onto a coal 
fire . [ This coal] is known to be mos tly charcoal . Burn it , creatin ' people what 
you want to be drawed by it . The place will be over-run by drawing people on it . 
You sending the b ab ies out to bring cus tomers in to you - that ' s  what you hired 
' em for . But you mus t talk and tell ' em that on the third night , when they come 
to your home r what you want ' em to do . And you only use that cus tomary , daily . 

(That would be used largely by bootleggers ? )  
Any business - any bus iness place , res taurants , drygoods places and all . 
That is broke up by - _on the full of the moon you may go to a s laugh ter pen , 

or we s ay a packing company , and get two beef galls - couple , two beef galls . 
You may open them and put ' em into a bot tle . All right . Then they go  to work 
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and get a pint , or we say ,  a quar t of whiskey - �· a pint would be more better -
s ay that ' s  more normal , and place one , three , two tab lespoons and a half full of 
aloes into whiskey . Let it  dissolve perfect . Or , excusin ' ,  you may t ake as 
firs t , maybe a halfa wineglass ful or accordin ' - a regular dose is one-fourth 
of  a wineg lass ful three times a day .  Grease the navel thoroughly with beef gall , 
the ministration will become restored b ack to her .  

(This gall would b e  out of a cow o r  a calf o r  j us t  any beef ? )  
Any way they want . 
(Any kind of beef gall . ) 
Yes , any beef at all . Res tore that b ack to her . 
The same way ter a man , if his vitality is taken away the same way . You may 

take the fat of  a piece of beef , take his penis and rub i t  out , give it  t o  a dog 
and let him eat . Res tore it b ack t o  him .  But you must use sweet oil mashed into 
a bottle with soda and red onion as a oil from his knees [ up ]  to  this part of his 
stomach . Then his vitality will come . 

[Three magic rites are used in preceding cure : out or more commonly away from 
the body ,  transference of ailment t o  dog , and another direction rite , upwa�. ] 

(Have you ever b een up there in New York ?  Have you done any work in New York 
at all?  Where [ in Harlem]  those colored people are ? )  

Why sure , I have a place there . Well , New York was a hard place . I have a 
place at 250 - !2 7 th Street , wes t . [West  !27 th S treet would be in Harlem . ] 

(You actually live right here , though , in Norfolk? ) 
Well , for twelve years I ' ve been here . I ' ll say for this sort of work , it ' s  

more favorab le here in this city here than I have ever s t ruck .  
(There are nice people here , too . ) 
Yes , very nice people here . The mos t cus tomers I find are b ased on that - 100 

percent are b ased on the same level . 
(Are there many men or women around here who could give me information ? Any 

of  them here in Norfolk - not in your class , I unders tand that - but I mean other 
people who pre tend and things of that sort ? We have run across a couple - one or 
two - over in Berkley and various places . )  

Well , people over in Berkley - that ' s  ab out the mos t - they call that - but 
those people over in Berkley there - see , I have a hospital over there . I have 
a hospit al there on Walkers Avenue - and all the people when I came down here and 
used to read for and such as that , they b ecome under the spiritualis ts - they are 
all spiritualists now . I j us t  tell ' em quick , "I ' m  only a Chris tian reader. " 

[ Christian reader , I remember only here - a clean term ! The pre ceding s t ate
ment by a dbctor who had lived in the community for twelve years is valuab le for 
showing how the old practice of roo�orking and allied skills was being forced by 
law into  channels that could claim religious exemption .  This man ' s  hospi tal was 
merely a room rented for treating patients in Berkley . The phrase to read for 
usually means cards , palm of  hand , cup , crys tal b all , et c . ] 

Into one of my competitions of  medicine what I made down here , I come to two 
sis ters . The young girl , every time she become pregnant [ types my trans criber , 
but i t  sounds like begot impregnint to me ] she would go to work and lose it  every 
seven months - never go any longer than seven months . See , it  would b reak down 
on•her , and this time of year she would become - have t o  work in the tob acco 
field . All right . Of nine roots of devil ' s-shoes tring gathered with the right 
hand out of  the earth , made as a belt for her to wear and a small talisman [ a  
seal ] of  this here - the secret [ seal ] of The Six th and Se venth Book of Moses . 
See . 

When she would lose it , she would lose s o  much b lood - this was only to kill 
her • • • they would put these differn inj uries of  her ' n  into the spring . So , when 
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she would take - become to urinate very freely - urinate t ill she would have a 
mishap . I find into that remedy , that they only uses the red oak bark , cherry 
bark and the daniel-line [ dandelion] flowers - o f  making a tonic and giving it  
to her . S topped her - she may become to be a mother sometime this month or next 
month . She only wears this - be ' s  nine devil ' s-shoes tring . They mus t be  gath
ered - see , they run so  long - but you mus t no t pick ' em  up with your left hand . 
They mus t be gathered with the righ t hand . Take ' em out o f  the earth see , and � 
belt is made for the woman to wear . That will avoid of  all evil influence and 
� intention - whatsomever be did for her to make her lose i t .  That take care 
of that . 

(How can you tell , in case of  some kind , whether a person - whether it  is a 
natural sickness or an unnatural sickness ? )  

How kin you tell? You kin tell from their eyes . Some eyes into their -
righ t into the edges of  eyes you may ket ch a dark yellow . Then the eyes become 
to be black . You may take her skin and look at her skin - the skin become to  be 
darker . Then , in some agonies , they kin tell - that you kin fore tell - you kin 
see into your cryst al [ball ] - may become to be dark and evil sensation - the 
crystal become to  be real dark . 

You may take a deck o f  cards [ see p . l95 ] . And if you run the cards to see 
ab out the cards , you will become to find into the cards - they will all run 
black . See , that ' s  i f  you use cards . 

But if a person are clear about any s ickness , there are certain cards are 
known to be sick . There is certain cards - always use your eight spo t . Wat ch 
the eight spot if it  turned up or down . It  will tell you i f  you are eight points 
ahead of the person or i f  you are three points . I t  runs into the form of  a eight 
if it ' s  an the left s ide of whom you may lay out . You kin always - but the black 
card is to let you know of any blackness . Running from the ace o f  spades , the 
eight of  spades , the ten of  spades and the nine of  spades , they are the mos t  
dangerous card of  showing you the illness o f  the person . The four spot o f  spades 
outlines mos t ly death or either a cell - a person in prison . The trey of clubs  
outlines o f  worry . The deuce o f  spades is lying . Sometimes the trey of  clubs  
is o f  drink and trey of  spades is of worry . See , that ' s  the way they outline 
in diff ' rent cards . 

See . But I have been so good I could take a g las s  o f  water and make anything 
appear int o it . I get o f f  sometimes - I gets adoing and dis sipating and goes out 
for a month . Can ' t diss ipate very much , you see . That ' s  why I always remain to 
myself  mos t ly - sort o f  a talent fo ' ' municating with spirits any time I get 
ready . 

The urine , you kin be  hurt with i t .  In some cases , as they - wherever your 
urine in the earth there leaves a hole . This can be cut out o f  the earth - that 
hole can be cut out of the earth , pins-needles can be placed through that , put 
into red flannel and put up into the tree into a forks . That ' ll kill you quicker 
than anything else , because when you go to urinate you feel all that s t i cking all 
through your bladder . See , as the sun dries it in this red flannen [ and dis
colors the urine ] , you become to urinate j us t  like b lood . 

A good many years ago - over ten or twelve years ago , mayb e longer than that . 
(The original Doctor Buz zard . )  [ Died 10 or 12 years ago . ] 
It ' s  no mo�e - he ' s  home is right cross from where I ' m telling you because I 

have been and visited and talked with him on dif f ' rent subj e c ts . 
(Where did he come from originally ? )  
He righ t from down here what they call - this island , Charles town , S . C .  
(Beaufort ? )  
Right cross from an island - a little island come up be tween there and he 
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l ive d over on that is land . 
(I  see . )  

1401 

But some o f  his family may be there , but these o thers [ like Nor fo lk BUZZARD] 
is only because he have a name o f  that sor t . Every person mos t you see want to 
avoid [ does he mean avoid or assume ? ] his name . 

( I  know , I heard about him down in North [ Carolina] - eve rybody heard about 
Doctor Buz z ard . )  

Wel l , that was ano ther fellow he had doing some s light of hand tricks , going 
in his name . Every t ime a person do a lit tle b lack art work , or kin do a li tt le 
s light o f  hand work , they say th at ' s  who they are . 

(But you s ay he ' s  ac tual ly been dead ab out five years ? )  
Oh , i t  is longer than that - say twelve or four teen years . [ For Doctor 

Buz zard , see p . 89 l f . ]  

A WOMAN AND HER THREE SAINTS 

RIGHT NOW I GOT 
ST. EXPEDITE� ST. RAYMOND AND ST. MICHAEL 

ST. MICHAEL IS MY BEST FRIEND 
HE KEEPS ALL MY ENEMIES DOWN • • • •  
I THROW HOLY WATER TO ST. MICHAEL 
BECA USE HE IS KILLING THE DEVIL • • • •  
I TAKE HIM DOWN ONCE A MONTH AND 

PUT HIM ON MY MANTELPIECE AND GIVE HIM FRUIT 
GIVE ALL THREE OF 'EM A APPLE� A ORANGE 

ANYTHING I BE ABLE TO GET • • • •  
IF I WANTA DRINK ANYTHING 

I GIVE 'EM A DRINK OF ANYTHING I HA VE 

SOMEONE TOLD ME TO GET ST. PETER 
AND FIRST THING I KNOW THE POLICEMAN WAS 

IN MY HOUSE AND CARRIED ME TO JAIL 
AND I STAYED IN JAIL ALMOST THIRTY DAYS • • • •  
AND WHILE I WAS GONE MY HOUSE CAUGHT AFIRE 
I DON 'T LIKE ST. PETER� DON 'T USE ST. PETER 

YOU AIN 'T DE LAW IS YOU • • • •  
I DON 'T WANT YOU TO PUT ME IN JAIL 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 

[ Among some of my informants in the New Orleans area , S t .  P eter is a sus pected 
pe�son .  After all , he cursed , carried a swor d  and fought , and had been s ent to 
j ai l . Worse , he is a pyromaniac ! Why ? I do no t know unles s some hoodoo book 
s ays so . And that double key o f  h is has a double meaning - he opens the door for 
you , true ; b ut he also locks the door on you . E i ther S t .  P eter or as s o ciat ion of 
i deas suddenly makes her susp icious o f  me - ''You ain ' t  de law is you ? "  For how 
"I throw holy water to S t .  Michael" and "g ive ' em  a drink of any thing I have , "  
see BEER FOR ST . PETER - CIGAR AND WHI SKEY FOR ST . ANTHONY , p . l226 , line 5 0  
through p . l2 2 7 , l ine 9 ;  aZso p . l2 2 9 , lines 32-49 . For s imi lar beliefs , see 
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CUSTODIAN OF A SHRINE , p . ll55 . My informant , No . 872 , us es cylinders A597 : 4-
A604 : 5  - 1413-1420 . A small amoun� o f  her ma�erial was los t years ago when I 
b roke up the interview and distribut ed the por tions according to sub j e ct mat ter . 
Thi s is a regathe ring of port ions . ]  

To make them move outa the hous e , they ' ll get some cayenne pepper , get cayenne 
pepper and get some salt - s alt is fus sy and pepper ' s  hot ,  that make s confus ion . 
And they take and they put it in a lemon , and your name [writ ten ] nine times , and 
they take that lemon and they put it under your s teps where you have to cro s s  
over i t  nine · days .  And your eighth day you cro s s  it . you begin to get you don ' t 
want to live the re no more , and the ninth day you going away from there . Get 
someb ody els e to come b a ck and ge t your things and - if you c an ' t move them your
self - you going to get away from there in nine days . Cayenne pepper .  

T o  get somebody t o  rent the house and you wanta get ' em in that house . you ' d 
s crub that hous e out with eight buckets o f  [ ordinary s crubb ing ] water - in the 
ninth bucket of water you put cinnamon , sug ar , stee � dust , in it and s crub that 
hous e out . Then you get you some wint ergreen and rose water and sp rinkle . S t art 
from the b anque t te [ s idewalk] and sprinkle b ack in that hous e . And that ' s  the 
way you get roomers for your hous e .  

To aross the house up , you take and you - b e fore you move out o f  there , you 
ge t cayenne pepper , b lack pepper and s al t , and put it in a shovel and burn that 
all together in that hous e in the ashes . Take the ashes and sprinkle all in the 
house after you get your things out of the house and that house is arossed for 
the next person and they won ' t  rent i t  for God knows when - we ll , God knows 
whether they wi ll ever rent i t  again . 

(Is there anything they could do to unaross that house ? )  
To unaross that house , they will have to go to somebody that re ' l ly knows 

something . [ She her s elf ! ]  
Go to the forks o f  the road and you takes their name and you write it on a 

piece o f  p aper and when you gets to - if there ' s  two forks , you bury it in the 
middle of the fork , bury the name . And that person , don ' t care where the ' re at , 
they going t o  walk and walk and walk t ill they walk over that ,  and when they 
walks over that , the ' re all arossed up at the fo rks of the road , and they keep 
awalkin ' - their mind is never contented , walking . Three forks - b ury it in 
that middle fork . 

(What kind o f  a fish fry ? )  
A fish fry . I f  you g oing t o  have a fish fry o r  par ty - g ive a party o r  have 

a ni ce time , you take and you get some wint erg reen , rosewater and cinnamon and 
sugar and you take and you mix it in a lit tle b i t  of water - no t a who le lot -
and put it in a pan and spr inkle your house down . And j ust at dusk-dark you do 
that . You sp rinkle that hous e  and th at night that house is going to be full o f  
people from sprinkling that with b rown sugar f o r  colored p eop le - f o r  whi te 
people , you use white sug ar . 

( I  see . In sprinkling this house for the fish fry . )  
[ I  refer to the complete spr inkling ; she thinks the whi te sugar . ] 
Yeah , anything you want a us e for white peop le . 
If somebod� is trying to harm you and you don ' t  want ' em  to do no thing to you , 

you get some saltpeter and you put i t  in a tub - saltpeter and s al t , put it in a 
tub o f  water and b athe yourself . For nine mo rnings with saltpeter and salt bathe 
yourself down . Don ' t  dry yourself o f f . Let that s altpet er go into your skin , 
and j us t  leave that on you every day for nine success ful mornin ' s  and they can ' t  
do you no thing . 
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They take your fingernails and toenails and some of your hair . They take nine 
s trands of your hair out of your head , your fingernails and your toenai ls and 
they take them to the graveyard , and they get some graveyard dirt and mix with 
that . And they bury them in the foUl' aomers of  the cemetery and you will j ust 
pine away , j ust dri ft away as that is rott ' ning - them fingernails . That dirt 
is goin ' to ro tten them fingernai ls . And they bury them in the graveyard and 
you goin ' to rot and j us t  be sick all the time unless you are carried to the 
graveyard . 

With the water what you take a b ath with , you kin t ake it and throw it in 
front of your door and s crub with it , if you think you crossed or anything , an' 
let somebody els e  walk over it and they ' ll get the cross what ' s on you . The 
water what you b athe with , with s al tpeter , you pour that out the door ,  out your 
front door , where other folks is walking and let them walk over i t  and they ' ll 
get what you got - the cross what was on you . [ For trans ference o f  evil or 
dis ease , see p . 383f . ] 

They kin take your foot tracks , take the foot tracks , the print of the dirt 
of  your foo t tracks , and put ' em on a p iece of paper and j us t  leave ' em s traight 
out on a pie ce of paper - put another piece over that . They got the print of 
your foot and keep you comin ' b ack to their hous e ,  j us t long as they want you 
to come back there , but they have to put it behind their bed in order that nobody 
can ' t  see it , put that b ack there and burn a candle - two candles , one on each 
side of  it and wish for you , day and night to come and you wi ll come . 

(What color candle? A white candle you s ay ? )  
A pink candle - that ' s  for love . 
(P ink or blue ? )  
Pink an d  a blue - you gotta use two candles . 
( I  see . What does a pink say ? )  
True love - blue i s  for truth and pink is for love , that ' s  for true love . 
S crape the bot tom of your feet and get your toenails and your fingernails and 

put it  in a bot tle and you urinate together , and you put s  nine needles , brand-new 
needles and nine brand-new pins in that bottle and you shake that bottle up wi th 
your � in there writ ten nine t imes , and turn it bottom upwards in the t oi let 
or somewhere and every morning you go there and shake that bo tt le . That draws 
your mind - that keeps your mind where they want you to go . If they wanta carry 
you away somewhere and you don ' t  want a go , they shake that bottle up and your 
mind will j us t  get on them and you fo llow them anywhere they want s  you to go . 

You take that little bow out of the back o f  a man ' s  hat or his cap and you put 
that down in sugar . You got his sweat . Or either the band out of his hat , that 
is his sweat , and you put it down in sugar , and sprinkle cinnamon on that , and 
wind it together as small as you kin get it and s tick it in a bo ttle and turn it 
bo ttom upwards in a corner behind your bed . And i f  you love that man or wants 
that man , you shake that bot tle and call him . Don ' t  care where he ' s  at s leepin ' , 
he ' s  comin ' - he ' s  goin ' to get up any hour of the night and come where that ' s  
at . 

(That ' s  all you put in that bot tle - that li ttle bow , then? ) 
Jhat b ow ,  or either the sweatb and and his name . You go tta have his name , and 

nine needles and pins , ' cause it ' s  - them needles is s teel and draws him . 
If  they got hold of  your photograph , why they takes your photograph and p in i t  

under the bottom of  the mattres s if  they wanted you t o  come , and s leep on i t  and 
dream of you all the time . 

Or they take your pho tograph and take i t  to the cemetery and put s te e l  dus t on 
it , if  they dislike you and wanta get rid of  yuh , and go in the graveyard round -
some of these graveyards b e ' s open all nigh t , they ain ' t got  no lock on ' em .  
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They git in there four o ' clock in the mornin ' and take a black candle and set 
it on your tintype and burn it - j ust let it burn plumb out , burn p lumb out and 
it  burn the tintype up . See . And you know you - somethin ' ll happen to you -
train ' ll run over you some somebody ' ll shoot you - somethin ' goin '  to happen to 
you that you goin '  to die - or you either goin ' to j us t  pine away . 

They takes your old shoe , your old right-foo t shoe and bury it under the 
steps , and your socks , and bury it under the s tep if  they want you to come to 
their house and you don ' t  wanta come there . And they turn that shoe bottom up
wards under that step - the foot part going up the steps and the heel out from 
the s teps . And put cinnamon , s tee l dus t ,  love pOU)der and John the Conquer root -
if you a old man , they put Old Man John the Conquer root ; if  you a young man , you 
use Young John the Conquer roo t .  And you put that on that shoe and [ that] draws 
you . 

[They can] wear your underclothing . They kin take your underclothing , a woman 
[ can] , and wear it - wear your underclo thing on her skin j us t  as you take ' em 
offa you, and it ' ll draw your mind . She wear your socks offa your feet and wear 
your underclothes . 

They kin take those underclothes and put rattlesnake dus t in it , in your 
clothing and cause you to break out and have itch ,  and go all over your body -
the s ame as me here right now . I had rattlesnake dus t throwed on me . 

(What does this woman wear this man ' s  underclothing for? What does she do 
that for? And his socks ? )  

She do ' s  for his socks for to draw him to her . 
(You say she puts on his whole unionsuit ? )  
Puts on his whole undersuit if  she have to double the legs up - don ' t  care how 

big it is , wear it . 
(And his socks? )  
Yeah , and wear his socks . 
(That ' s  to bring him? ) 
That ' s  to bring him - she got his sweat and her sweat together . 
I f  he asleep before she goes out and he ' s  in the house , she ' ll take a pan of 

water whilst  he ' s  asleep and take his right hand and put it in that pan of water 
on a chair ; and if he ' s  a sound sleeper , he ' s  not goin ' to wake . And if he isn ' t 
a sound s leeper ,  take a wet towel and tie on his left hand - j us t  wrap his hand 
up in that wet towel and leave his hand we t and go ahead on off , and if she have 
to come back the next morning , he don ' t know nothing about it . Jus t leave that 
wet towel with some of her urinate and water on that towel . She urinate on that 
towel and put that on his right hand and leave that , and jus t  go ahead out that 
house - he ain ' t  going to wake up . 

(Which hand does she put it on now? ) 
Right hand . 
( Show me your right hand . )  
Here ' s the right hand . 
( She puts it on his right hand - I see , not on the left . )  
No , the right hand . 
With your handwriting , if you write a let ter - wi th your handwriting , they kin 

take your handwriting and cause you to wander off , j ust go off , with your hand
writing . Put.it on - take that letter and put it on another sheet of  paper and 
j us t  dampen that with vinegar and water and get the print offa there and dry it 
together ,  and ev ' ry once in awhile you sprinkle vinegar on there , and that vin
egar will keep you s our , angry all the time . 

(What do you mean , put this  piece of  paper onto another piece of paper? How 
do you mean that? ) 
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That ' s  to draw the hand , the print , off the other paper , on [ to ]  that other 
white paper what she got . She go t that paper and she got  that paper with cin
namon and sugar on it and already swee tened . And she ' ll take that , your letter , 
and place it on top o f  that and sprinkle - j ust sprinkle where the writing is 
and draw that off of  there . And that keeps your mind . 

(Then what does she do with that piece of paper she had? ) 
Just keep both of  them toge ther - fold ' em together , keep ' em . 
(Does she do that to draw him or keep him angry? )  
No , she kin do - t o  draw you ,  she j us t  use the vinegar but no sugar . I f  she 

use sugar , it keeps your mind sweet ; if she don ' t  use no sugar , j us t  that sour 
vinegar , it keeps you angry . 

I f  a man ' s  killed someone and they wanta make him come back , take his name 
and take a co conut and put his name in a co conut , and take two eggs and put in 
the dead party ' s  hands and turn that - have that party turned , before they bury 
him , on dey face , with two fresh eggs in they hands [ one egg in each hand ] . And 
when them eggs bust , that person [ corpse]  going to  worry their [murde rer ' s ]  mind 
until they comes back .  

(What do they do with that coconut ? )  
The coconut , they got their name in that coconut and you j ust keep that coco

nut in the house and ev ' ry time you think ab out ' em - what they done done , killed 
your party - you j us t  kick it all over the floor . 

They make a lit tle cof fin and put graveyard diPt in i t  and put it under 
people ' s  steps - to  make ' em move and keep up confusion in their house - make 
their husband leave ' em - make ' em go - be hungry - and make ' em dPag like a 
dog - with gpaveyard diPt in that co ffin .  

T o  make a candle go out , if s omeone is burning a candle against you , you take 
and go to the hydrant and put your head underneath the hydrant for nine success
ful [ successive ] mornin ' s  and run that hydrant on your head and let the water run 
down . Then you say the Lord ' s Prayer and that candle goin '  go out - it never 
will st ay lighted . They kin light it over again and you do it agin - do it three 
times a day ,  i f  your head continue hurting . I t ' ll make your head hurt - a candle 
will keep your head hurting , keep you dizzy . 

(What do you know about S t .  Rita? ) 
S t .  Rita - make your husband leave you . 
(How will she do that? )  
S t . Rita don ' t  like men . 
( Can you tell me why she doesn ' t  like men? ) 
Ah don ' t  know why she doesn ' t  - oh , yes , yes , I do . They say her husb and 

treated her mean when she was in married life and she went against men - all men , 
she went against them . And you kin take her picture and keep it in your house 
and your husband will go agains t you - in a certain length o f  time he ' ll go 
agains t you . 

(Well , why would you want to do that? Why do you want to keep her picture in 
your hous e ,  then? ) 

Well , p lenty people don ' t  know what she do . She keeps confus ion and certain 
people don ' t know she keeps confusion up in your house - she ' ll cause a fight in 
your house . 

•st . Raymond will give you luck and money . He ' ll help people if you p ray to 
him . 

S t . Peter , he ' s  for evil . · He got the key . He ' ll unlock your door and he ' ll 
lock it  up . 

(You say St . Peter is for evil - give me an example . Tell me something about 
it - g ive me an example . )  
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S t . Peter , he don ' t  mean nobody - don ' t mean no women no good . He ' s - he 
likes men - he likes policemen - he likes the j udges , the j urymen . He ' ll kee� 
you in trouble all the time . I f  you go to j ail , he ' ll keep you in j ail . He ' ll 
keep the door f astened agains t  you , if you p ray to him and got  him in your 
hous e - got  him up over your door and you don ' t  know no better . S ome people 
tell you , "Get St . Peter , "  and firs t thing you know ,  you ' re in j ail wi th S t .  
Peter . Don ' t never get S t . Peter in your house or in your of f ice or nowhere 
you at , he ' ll ke ep you in t rouble , and when you get in trouble he keeps the door 
fastened against you . He makes the landlord put you out - he go ag ains t you with 
the neighbors - he ' ll keep up confus ion in your home - he ' ll set your house 
afire . I had him in my house and I never had a fire in my house in my li fe 
unti l  I got S t . Peter . 

(Wh at about St . Expedite ? )  
S t .  Expedi te is good . S t .  Expedite g ive you work . He ' ll open the way for 

you . He ' ll make your husband be good to you , if he ' s  mean - i f  you pray to him . 
You pray to S t . Expedite for work , money - ask him to help you , open the way for 
you . He ' ll g ive it to you - he ' ll do that . He ' ll g ive you anything you ask him 
for . 

S t . Anthony will g ive you bread if you are hung ry and S t �  Jo seph . [ Cylinder 
change d . ] 

(What about S t . Joseph? ) 
St . Joseph g ive you bread - he ' ll g ive you bread if you are hung ry ,  keep bread 

in your home . 
(What about S t .  Michael? ) 
S t . Mi chael is a archange l  - he keep all enemies away from you . S t .  Mi chael 

is g ood to have in your place of bus iness or in your home . 
(Do you know any other s aint s ? )  
No , that ' s  al l .  
(While my machine was turned o ff ,  I asked her to tell me about the fire she 

had had . ] 
(All righ t . Explain the details of that . )  
All right . Ah ' ll take St . Michael and St . Raymond and put them two togethe r ,  

or even S t .  Expedite . I got three - St . Expedit e ,  S t .  Raymond and St . Michael 
over my door , and at night when I g o  to bed I get on my knees and I turn my face 
to the bed and I pray and I ask each one for my favors or what I want ' em  to do 
for me - g ive me b read , keep bread in my home - make my husband true to me , make 
my husband good to me - g ive me money to keep my rent ageing . And someone told 
me to get S t .  Peter ! And firs t thing I know the po li ceman was in my hous e and 
carried me to j ail . And I s tayed in j ail almo s t  thirty days , until I came out . 
And I don ' t  know - a good spirit or something told me to take S t .  Peter out o f 
my house - and while I was gone , my house caught afire . I don ' t  like St . Peter 
don ' t  use St . Peter . But right now I got  St . Expedite , S t . Raymond and S t . 
Michael . St . Michael is my bes t friend - he keeps all my enemies down . 

(How do you do that ? )  
You burn a brown candle to S t .  Raymond - that ' s  for your husb and ' s  love , a 

brown candle . You burn a green candle to S t .  Raymond - that ' s  for money . 
You burn a pink candle [ and )  a blue candle to St . Expedite .  That ' s  for love , 

true love , aDd for what you want - in asking him for money and thing s ,  for true 
things , for him to do truth ful for you . You burn b lue or p ink to him . 

And St . Michael , I always give him a drink o f  water . I throw wate r up at my 
door for St . Michael .  

(Why d o  you throw water up there ? )  
I throw water up there because he ' s kil ling a dragon . 
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(We ll , what about the water - what will the water do ? )  
Holy water - I throw holy water to S t . Michael because he is killing the 

devil , and I give him holy water . I take him down once a month and put him on 
my mantelpiece and I g ive him fruit - give all three o f  ' em [ her three saints ] 
a apple , a orange , anything I be able to get . 

(How do you give i t  to them? ) 
Jus t put it in front of them . I j us t  put it there and j us t  let it dry up , rot 

away , molt away away up there . 
(Then what do you do with that , after it molts away? ) 
After it molt away , I take it  away and j us t  take the peelin ' and j us t  let it -

j us t  keep the peelin ' s  and keep the house smelling good . And then I put ' em [ the 
s aints ]  back - put ' em b ack up there . And I ,  if I wanta drink anything , I give 
' em  a drink of anything I have [ pours a little of the liquor into the candle 
saucer]  - give ' em sweet sugar , lump sugar , loaf sugar . I puts real loaf s ugar 
in a saucer - I have a saucer I burns my candles in . I burn incense - I burn 
powdered incense and loaf sugar in my home every firs t  Friday o f  the month . The 
last Friday o f  the month , if I ' m ab le to have money , I burn a green candle for 
money and lump incense ,  and I b urn powdered incense the firs t o f  the month and 
I burn lump incense the last of the month , and sugar . And I give ' em  loaf sugar 
and a glass of water , and I keeps the glass of water and three loafs of sugar on 
my shel f daily - every day . 

(You put these pictures [ o f  the saints ]  over the door - over the top o f  the 
door? ) 

Over the top o f  the door - right up there . 
(I see . You don ' t keep them on the mantel , there ? )  
[ I  point to a mantel in the interview room . ] 
No , I take ' em down - I take ' em  down and talk to them , prays to ' em  better , 

eve{i once a month . 
I see . ) 

A b lack candle i s  for evil . 
(How do you use those ? ) 
You take a black candle and a person ' s  name and write that person ' s  name b ack

wards - going , going o f f , and b urn that black candle on there all day for three 
days . But every three hours - you have to no tice that , three to nine - you have 
to burn , from three to nine hours . Every t ime it burns three hours , you notice 
the clock , you [ cylinder changed ] .  

(Every three hours now - what ? )  
Every three hours yuh notice the clock and you dampen your finger , you don ' t  

. b low it out , you pinch it out and say ,  "In the Name o f  the Father , the Son and 
the Holy Ghos t" - whatsomever you wishin ' for , you wants to happen on that name . 
I f  you want it [ ' em]  to  die or want somebody to shoot ' em down , you say ,  1 1 In the 
Name o f  the Father ,  Son and Holy Ghost , let ' em drap dead - let ' em ,  somebody 
blow their brains out - I don ' t care what happen to ' em . "  At twelve o ' clock -
if you did it at nine , you do it again at twelve or one , j us t  to three hours . 
Do it every three hours and you light it again . You say ,  "In the Name o f  the 
Father , the Son and the Holy Ghos t ,  let " - the name you go t under there - "drap 
deai . " Then i f  somebody shoot ' em down . 

(How long do you burn that candle? ) 
For three days that candle las t you .  That one candle will last for three 

days , pinching i t  out all day long like that , and the third day it ' s going to 
burn down to a little bit of piece . And you take that lit tle b it of piece what ' s  
left and wrap it up in a b lack piece o f  - b lack piece , and their name and grave
ya:l'd dirt , and leave it in the cemetery . Good as 1 ,  2 ,  3 .  "And s tay there . "  
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(I  s ee .  While you are as leep you don ' t  bother with the candle burning at 
all - only while you are awake . )  

I do it  in the dayt ime . 
(I see . )  
I never do it at night . 
St . Gabriel , he don ' t  like women much - he like menfolks , he don ' t  like women . 

He don ' t  like no rough life . 
Ge t  h is name - you gotta get his name , the boss ' name . Write his name down 

nine times . Put cinnamon and sugar and put it in your left-foot shoe and walk 
to his door . I f  he don ' t  take you in three days , walk there in the ninth day 
and ask him for a j ob .  Well , you got him under your feet , you got him wanting 
for you . 

You are bootlegging and you wanta bring in cus tomers . You take and you get 
you some she lodes tone , ge t some he lodes tone and you get some money gras s .  

(What kind o f  gras s ? ) 
Money gras s .  
(Money? ) 
Money . 
(Like the money you have in your po cket? ) 
Yeah , money grass . 
(Whe re do you get that ? )  
At the drug s tore . 
(All right . )  
And you get seeds they call ainseed [ aniseed or anise seeds ] . 
(Ainseed ,  all right . )  
And you beat them toge ther , and you take them and you make a powder - beat it 

to a powde r - and luak inaense , and sprinkle that every day , eve ry morning , and 
your cus tomers will come . Wi th sugar - but you gotta us e sugar with it to 
sweeten it . 

[ I f  you are bootlegging , the next ques tion is keeping the law away . ] 
To keep the law away from your place , you get you some white sugar. and some 

brown sugar and mix it toge ther and make a sweet ,  sweet , sweet more . 
(Why do you use both white and brown? ) 
We ll , you use whit e and brown because your customers what coming around your 

place - have got a boot legging j oint - they ' s some white and some wi ll be col
ored , and you doing that to draw your cus tomers , but yet and s t ill the police 
won ' t  come where they comes . See .  And you make the wate r sweet , sweet , sweet , 
and take a glass and put it in - set it behind your door , and every morning take 
some of  that water in your hand , j ust a lit tle bit ' s  enough , and sprinkle out 
your door three times , "In the Name of the Father , Son and Holy Ghos t ,  le t the 
policeman walk on , keep the policeman walking on , keep him goin ' on , "  and he 
won ' t  bother you . 

[ Bootlegging and law demands a question about the j udge . ]  
You ain ' t askin ' me these things , now - you ain ' t  de law is you? 
[ Her vo ice on the cylinder is scared . ]  
(No , go on . No . )  
All right . You take a white candle - I don ' t  want none of  ' em [ policemen] . 

You know, sdme people be s cared . 
[ I  laugh on the cylinder . ]  
(No , no ! ) 
I�on't want you to put me in j ai l .  
(What ? )  
I<iOil' t  want you to put me in j ail . 
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(Nobody ' s  g oing to put you in j ail - don ' t  worry about that . ) 
You get a white candle and white sugar and write the judge ' s  name - get some 

one to t ell you the j udge ' s  name , and you get a b rand-new s aucer ain ' t never been 
used . You take that sugar and put the loose sugar at the bottom of the s aucer , 
open it up enough to stick the candle to the saucer , on the j udge ' s  name . Then 
you put three loafs o f  lump sugar around that candle . Write his name nine times , 
s traight on that candle - right straight on that candle , goin '  round that candle . 
Before you burn it , go to the hydrant and you let the hydrant run on that candle . 
Turn the candle bottom upwards and turn it s traight and when you turn it s traight 
up , that ' s  the last time , you gonna carry it in the house to burn it , "In the 
Name o f  the Father , don ' t le t Judge So-and-So be agains t me - le t him be for me 
and turn me loose when I get there . "  And you bring that candle back and get 
someone , whi le you gone to the jai l-house , to no tice that candle , and when the 
j udge is in hi s room and rough towards you - before you git  there , and if you at 
home you can see that candle go up , go up higher . 

(The flame will go up higher? ) 
The flame will go up higher . When it come down lower , i t  get calm , go out 

your house and go on to the jai l-house - he [ the judge]  gets calm . 
[ This divination by candle flame is one of my rare examples of pyromancy . ] 
When you go before him ,  that candle j us t  have [ a] lit tle s traight light -

somebody at your home will tell you . Turn your hydrant [ on ]  before you leave 
home , "In the Name o f  the Father , the Son and the Holy Ghos t ,  I 'm going away 
from he re - let me come back like I ' m going . "  Turn that hydrant fast [ as can] 
be and walk on to the jai l-house . 

(Le t  it run all the time you ' re gone ? )  
Let i t  run - tell the person don ' t s top i t  till you come b ack . 
( I  see . )  
I '  S SCARED - I SAY , I WAS KINDA S CARED WHEN YOU ASKED ME ABOUT THE JUDGE . 
(Why? ) 
Ah don ' t  know . I go t kind of  scary ,  ' cause might be you take me and put me 

in j ail . Ah tell you that , ah know that much . 
(No , I wouldn ' t  do that jus t  over a candle . )  
Listen , before I t ell you - that ' s  true , what I ' m telling you is true . � 

old g randmo the r learned me that . 
(Well , now , you put this candle under the hydran t  and then you b ring it  back 

in and you turn it upside down? ) 
No , turn the candle at the hydrant . This is the hydrant [ demons trate s ] . 
(Yes . )  
Bo t tom upwards and turn the water on it - j us t  let it  run down . 
(Oh , you have the candle upside down at the hydrant and let the water run down 

on it . )  
Yes , run down , yes . When you get re ady to come in the house , turn i t  up . 
( Oh ,  you turn i t  up s traight again . )  
Under the hydrant [ demons trates ] ,  s t ill- under the hydran t , and it ' ll run all 

on your hands - "Name of the Father , Son and the Holy Ghos t  - I ' m going away -
going before the Judge today - let me go and le t me come b ack . " And bring it  in 
th� house and light it . 

( I  see . ) 
(What about that b eef tongue ? )  
You take - you going before the j udge and somebo dy want t o  harm you , wanta go 

agains t you . You got plenty enemies - you done done some thing sometime and you 
ain ' t  done nothing , and your enemies wants to keep you in j ail . You go to the 
slaugh terhouse before you go to the court and try to get a fresh b ee f  tongue , and 
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you take that beef tongue and you bring it home . You run the hydrant over that 
beef tongue at nighttime when nobody won ' t see what you doing . 

(Why do you run the hydrant over it?  Why? )  
It runs the mind o f  the enemies off . 
[ This also exp lains the hydrant in the pre ceding b efore-the-j udge rite . ]  
(Oh , I see . )  
I t  runs they mind off . And you run the hydrant over that beef tongue and 

af ter you run the hydrant over that beef tongue , you bring it  b ack and you - if 
you got any place in your room that you kin hide it , you take that b eef tongue 
and hang it up high , high as you kin over your head , and you put nine brand-new 
nails in that beef tongue . But put that beef tongue bottom upwards . 

(How do you mean bottom upwa.:rods ? )  
Turn the mouth par t ,  this part o f  the tongue - let the tongue hand down 

[ demons trates ] .  
(Wait a minut e !  Here ' s  the tip end of  the tongue . )  
[ I  demonstrate . ]  
Yes . 
(And here ' s  where it is attached to the throat . Do you hang the throat 

downwards ? )  
No , no ! 
(The tip hangs down? ) 
Yeah - bottom upwards , yeah . 
(Let the tip hang down . All right . )  
The tongue - the tip-end down , and you take and you nail them nine nails , 

brand-new nails in that beef tongue and every nail , every nail you ' d  nail 
[ hesitates ] .  

(Yes , go ahead . )  
Call some of  ' ems name , if you know some of ' ems name , "Don ' t  le t ' em  talk 

against me - s top their tongues up - don ' t  let ' em talk agains t me - let ' em  
talk for me - if they can ' t  talk for me , seal their mouth together . "  And you 
take s tee l  dUst and j ust sprinkle all over that tong ue , and that s tee l dus t 
going to dry that tongue . Their tongue going to dry up , and their mouths , when 
they get to the ja:i l-house , the j udge ask them , "What ' s  the troub le ?  What you 
coming [before me for] ? "  They don ' t  know . "What you have to say for yourself?  
Well , if you don ' t know nothing , get  up and go . "  That bee f tongue will dry them 
up . 

Go to the river i f  you fish - if  you can fish - or get someone to catch you a 
live catfish and have a bottle , and while you got that fish on the b ank have a 
sharp knife and s tick his tail while he ' s living , and then hold him up and let 
his blood drap till nine drops drap in that bottle . Then s top that bottle up 
and throw him back in the river . And come home and whosomever is drinkin ' ,  what
somever they drink , whiskey or wine or - I don ' t know about beer but you kin do 
it with whiskey and wine , colored things . Gin , it ' ll kind of show up on gin .  
But whiskey ' s  the best , and you put that in there and shake it  up and fill the 

-bottle up and j us t  when they come home , "Here , here ' s  a drink . Come on and 
drink . " "Aw ,  you drink . "  "Naw ,  ah don ' t  want none - ah j is '  got that for you . "  
I f  they don ' t  drink it like that and they j us t  drink a portion when they friends 
is around , .you slip it - slip some in a glass and if you going to drink with ' em , 
you have that glas s  and they got the glas s  with that what ain ' t in it , change it 
and give it to ' em .  Dey ' s  agains t it . Every time they go to drink they don ' t 
want none . 

(What do you know about luck in gambling ? )  
Well , i f  you are a card player or a dice shooter , you get wintergreen and 
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ro sewater and you get powdered incens e ,  and you burn the powdered incense with 
sugar on your f loor and you take the wintergreen and rosewater and urinate in a 
halfa-pin t  b o tt le , fill it up and shake i t  and s tart from your banque tte [ side
walk] and come on back in your house . When you git to your b ack door , if you 
got a b ack doo r ,  you turn around and s t art from the yard and come on in your 
hous e . At your f ront door and your b ack door , j ust people coming in with the 
money , and wh at somever they bring in they leave i t . They going t o  get broke -
they ain ' t  going out with no th ing . 

(I s ee . )  
(How would you h andle that ? )  
Take salt - p epper wil l  smell , pepper is fussy too . But j us t  the plain s al t , 

if you got a person set ting by you - you got your s alt in your po cket and they 
winning and you can ' t win . You fool around until you get you a little b i t  in 
your hand and the fir s t  thing you know , you drop it on him - drop i t  on his back .  
[ Salt ki l ls h i s  luck . ] 

[ You t ake ] your own urinate before you go . You s t ay home t ill you urinate and 
you take that urinate and a bucket - one bucket of water and you s t art from your 
door and j us t  mop . Get you a mop and th is mop you don ' t need to wring it - j us t 

ut it in the re and us t car it all over our house and mo our house with i t .  
Then take some Z�qui cinnamon . 

(That means the cinnamon in liquid form . All right , go ahead . )  
Yes , and sprinkle that in your hous e ,  and the thieves - you kin go o f f  and 

st ay two or three nigh ts and they ain ' t going b o ther you , they ain ' t  going to 
come in the re . 

(They won ' t  s teal anything . )  
No , they won ' t t ake any thing . 
A woman is going to have a b aby ,  you take a brand-new broom - get you � 

straws out o f  a b rand-new broom and go to her door at night time and take them 
nine s t raws and cros s  three of ' em each t ime . 

(How do you mean three each time ? )  
Two s traight and one acro s s , and put it under her s tep but put ' em  in three 

forms .  There ' s  nine o f  ' em  in three forms . And every t ime she walks [ over those 
three cros ses or three H ' s with e longated cros sb ars forming S iames e- twins crosses 
or double cros ses = doub le aPOss ] ,  that b aby ' s  arossed every t ime she walks . 
Don ' t  mind if it b e  aros sed t ill it kill her . 

[ This i s  also a trip le doub le aross - see p . 364 , no . 9 69 . ]  
(What kind ? )  
Burnt chi cken feathers , after th ey done burnt to a crisp .  
(Ye s . )  
And a bo ttle o f  - cork s t opper and burn i t  b lack , b lack ,  b lack , and you use 

that with stee l dus t and cinnamon and chi cken feathers and a b lack candle , and 
their name , and bury it where they g o t  to walk over it . That ' ll kill them ,  make 
' em drag and d:rift off . 

(Well , wh at do you do with that b lack candle ? )  
You burn that b lack candle . 
(Where ? ) 
In that name and that ch icken feathers .  That h ave to make a - mash i t  up int o 

a powder and s et that candle in there . 
(Then , after that ' s  f inished , what do you do wi th that s tuf f ? ) 
You j us t  leave it - j us t  leave it wheres omever you burn it . 
(Oh , you don ' t  have to burn this candle up where they ' d h ave to walk over it , 

too? They walk over it some p lace ? ) 
· 

No , no - you burn it where , in a old emp ty hous e s omewhere close around there , 



1412 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

see , and j ust leave i t  there . And it ' s  going to molt away or some thing going to 
do away with it , and they going to molt away too - they ' ll molt away j us t  like 
that stuff molt away . 

{I see . )  
Write with dove ' s  blood - write a person ' s  name three t imes across .  
{How do you mean three times across ? )  
You write their name [ demons trates ] straigh t  thisaway , and then s traight this

away . That ' s  six t imes - that ' s  three times s traight and three times acro s s  -
that ' s  acro ss  in [ the shape o f ]  a cross , with dove ' s  b lood . And you put honey 
[ a  pause ] . 

{Yes? ) 
And sugar and lodes tone , s tee l dus t in that name , and [ you burn ] a brown 

candle , and that draws your husb and to you if he ' s  gone away from you - draw him 
b ack in three days , three to nine days , if he done left you . 

They use dirt dauber ' s  nes t to cross peop le up with . 
{How do you do that ? )  
You use the dirt dauber ' s  nes t - ket ch it when they making it and get the dirt 

daub er when it ' s  out and it got  eggs in there and mash all th at up together and 
graveyard dirt , togethe r ,  and use their name . P ut that on their name and you put 
i t  in a co conut and put it into the Mississippi River ' fo re day in the morning . 
And j ust like that dirt dauber flies o ff and flies away , and builds his nes t , 
whosomever that is , i f  they in New Orleans , they going to build their nes t  some
wheres else - they ' ll not bui ld it chere , they go ing , they g o t ta go . 

{ I  see . )  
{What do yo u do this for? Give me an example . )  
You take a lemon if you want a man - don ' t want a man at your hous e , you wanta 

make him go away . You don ' t  want him there and you wanta git rid of him .  You 
take a lemon and write his name nine times and get s ome peppe r ,  black pepper , re d 
pepper and salt and stick it in that lemon . Hull that lemon out and you stick it 
up in there , and you takes black thread and tie it in [ the shape o f ]  a cros s -
t ie it across that lemon [ sideways and lengthways ] and you either b ury that lemon 
or throw i t  in the Mi ssis sipp i River over your left shoulde r . And if you going 
to bury it , throw it over your lef t  shoulder right on and let  i t  fall down on the 
ground ; but don ' t  look down on it , j us t  kick i t in a hole and then go back and 
kick dirt over it ; and if you going to throw it in the river , j us t  throw i t  over 
your le ft shoulder and come on away from the river [without looking back] . 

Take a onion [ always red in hoodoo ] and cut it half in two and i f  you got a 
swee theart-man and you want him to come to your house , you take h is name on a 
piece of paper and open your door and put that onion right at your door with 
brown sugar under that onion on that name , and turn that onion bot tom upwards , 
and that draws that man t o  your house . 

(What do you do with that name now? ) 
Jus t keep it . 
{Where? )  
Keep it in your hous e .  
{Don ' t  you put i t  in the onion ? )  
No , you j ust keep that half o f a onion . An d  I just dry i t  - j us t  let i t  dry 

up for me . Oben I wanted him to come , I j us t  cut ano ther onion in half . 
[To bring b ack her husband ] from that o ther woman , she take - take a lemon 

or either a onion and hull that onion out - hull three roundS o f  that onion out 
(Sci ENTIFICALLY CALLED LEA VES BUT I LIKE HER ROUNDS] and. write his name and the 
woman ' s  name across [ crossing each o ther in the form o f  a cross ]  on that pap er 
and stick it in that onion , and shove it way down in there , wi th pepper on it and 
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salt - that ' s  to make ' em figh t - and they going to keep on having confus ion till 
the firs t thing you know , he going back home where he come from .  She take that 
an '  bury it in the ground . 

The only thing I know about s crubb ing your house 
lucks and burning those lit t le lucky incense and [ I  

(Tell me some o f  tho se thing s again that you us e 
I use Valentina 's Incense .  I use Lucky Devi l .  
(What ' s  that ? )  

for luck i s  with diff ' rent 
interrupt ] .  
for s crubb ing - with? ) 

I t ' s  a lit tle tab let made in the shape of - j us t  a li ttle something - it ' s  
made j us t  like a lit tle - sharp at one end and it sits down - it sits down -
and you light it . 

(Like a little cone . All right . )  
Yeah , like a lit tle cone . 
(I t ' s  like a - is thi s incense? ) 
I t ' s  incens e .  
(All right . Now ,  what else do you use ? )  
An d  I use Lucky Tiger. 
(What ' s  that ? )  
That ' s  a pe rfume . 
(All right . What else do you use ? )  
An d  I us e Black De vi ls an d  Red Devi ls - they call ' em b lack and red . 
(What are thos e? ) 
The incense cone [ for]  burning . 
(I  see . All right . )  
And I use incense - I use incens e in my home . And I scrub s with winterg reen 

and ro sewater .  I use van-van to put on me and I use oil of winterg reen by itself 
to put on me when I 'm going in the s treet for luck . [ Is my doctor also a 
hus tlin ' woman ? ]  And when I ' m going to gamble , I put s on wintergreen and rose
water in my hands and make my wish . 

(Do they use this van-van as much as they us ed t o ? )  
Uh-huh . 
[ This is no answer . 
(Do they us e that as 

use that as much now as 
No . 

I reask the question . ] 
much as they used to ten or fi fteen years ago?  
they used to? ) 

(Why don ' t they us e van-van so much any more ? )  
Ah don ' t  know - i t  must have run out . 
( I  see . They us e s ome thing else then? ) 

Do they 

They us e - the most they use now - what I use ,  and I used to use van-van all 
the t ime , is wintergreen . Well , that ' s  something dif f ' rent - it almos t  a van
van , the winterg reen . You kin us e it by itself without the rosewater - it ' s 
good . 

(What color is van-van ? )  
Van-van - they got a red van-van and they got a white van-van . They got two 

shade s of it when I used to get it . 
(You say they are not us ing it  so much any more? ) 

• No . 
(They are us ing something 
They use di f f ' rent th ings 

house , use the white van-van 
poli cemen . 

else? ) 
now . They used to use the red van-van to scrub your 
to put on you .  They say the re d van-van drawed 

(That ' s  the reason they are not us ing it , you think? ) 
That ' s  what I would - that ' s  what a woman told me she s topped us ing it for . 



1414 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

And a woman pas sed me one day with it  on - and this the truth - the minute she 
left  her door , the police come and carried her to j ail with all that s tinkin ' 
van-van on her . 

( Does it s t ink? ) 
No - ah - she had too much of it on her . 
(Oh ,  Isee . )  
She put too much of it  on her - it j us t  drawed the policeman . The Ford come 

up and they put her in it - nobody but her . 
( I  see . But the white didn ' t  do that? ) 
No , the white draw trade for you , if you a hus tlin ' �oman - it  draws trade , 

draw money . 
(What else would a hustling �oman use to draw in trade ? )  
Take her own urinate and brown sugar and s crub her house with i t  and set a 

glas s of  brown sugar and water behind her door ,  and use nine buckets - e ight 
buckets of water clear , and the ninth bucket o f  water , put sug ar in it and us e 
wintergreen and rosewater . Spr inkle the house wi th it on the inside for the 
money . 

HE MET "DOcrOR BUZZARD11 AND THE "SEVEN SI STERS " 

GOD GIVE IT TUH ME 
WITH EXPERIENCE AFTER AH GOT IT 

AH ' VE  HEARD OF A MAN BUZZARD BUT HE WAS A WHITE MAN • • •  
DERE BEEN SOME YOUNG ONES COME UP 

SINCE DE OLE MAN DIED 
BUT PURE [ ORIGINAL ] BUZZARD WAS A WHITE MAN • • •  
BUT [LATER] HEAH COME SOME LITTLE BLACK BUZZARDS 

DEY SAY DEY GOING TO SEE DE "SEVEN SISTERS " 
BUT DEY AIN 'T NO "SEVEN SISTERS " 

AH ' VE  BEEN RIGHT DERE [IN NEW ORLEANS] • • •  
DE HOUSE IS BUILT RIGHT UNDER [NEAR] DE WATER • • •  
AN '  BY DE TIME SHE TURN YO ' LOOSE HEAH IN DIS ROOM 
SHE DONE WENT IN ANOTHER ROOM AN ' SHE CHANGED AGIN • • •  

GO TO DE NEXT ROOM TULL YO ' GIT TO DE SEVEN 
IT JEST A DIFF 'RENT FACE 

JACKSONVILLE , FLORIDA 

[Once again we meet the greates t doctor of them all along the At lant ic coast , 
the fabulous Doctor Buz zard of Beaufort (Bu ' fert ) ,  South Carolina - a white man 
who died 48 ye ars ago , s ays my informant in 1937 . I f  you have not done so , do 
read without delay the amazing story of Buzzard on page 89 1 following , especially 
No . 30 70 .  I also he ard of  a Doctor Buzzard in Louis iana (p . l255 , line 7 ) . Little 
Black Buz a�s , I heard about in several places , actually meeting one of them in 
Norfolk , Virginia - an unusual bird (see later in INTERVIEWS) .  For the Seven 
Sisters , see page 745 ,  and page 12 55 , line 15 . We were previous ly introduced to 
the informant , No . 598 ,  by the Curios Agen t of Jacksonville . All his material -
7 7 1 : 2-776 : 1  - is not here ; neither beginning nor end , bo th of  which are los t .  
Moreover so�e o f  the recording is spotty here and there . By repeatedly lis tening 
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to the cylinders I was able to fill in a few of  the lacunae left by my tran
s criber ; several suggested emendations are no ted by question mark . As on 
several o ther o ccasions with informants , we talk about o ther doatoPs . ] 
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Turn your foottrack over , ups ide down , with manure shovel or shovel used for 
ferti lizer ; puts you in hard luck . 

A man kin take a egg , a black hen ' s  egg , and he kin wri te yore name on dat 
egg and carry dat egg to de fo rks of a crossroads . He ' ll write yore name on dat 
egg and tell dat egg what he want i t  to do - call yore name an '  s ay , "Ah want him 
to travel , ah want him to go . " He buries dat egg right in de center of dat road , 
where de horse and buggy or eve rything go over it . Dat ' ll tangle yore mind up -
dat ' s  the b lack hen ' s  egg , dat ' s what we call b lack art . 

Den if a man wanta buckle yo ' down and [ o r ]  do yore health some way , he goes 
out in de woods by a little hi ckory tree , and he go to a little hicko ry tree wit 
a piece of  rus ty wire . He names dat tree yore name , den he say ,  "In de Name of 
God ,  ah tie yo '  down . "  An ' den he will take de litt le end and he will pay off 
[ the spirit ] wit a dime , pay off ; den he ' ll pull de top of  dat lit tle hickory 
tree wit dat dime on it an '  carry i t  to de roo t , an ' yo ' l� grow j est purty well 
unsuccessful . That ' s  been proven , cause ah know it . 

(In other words , he takes that litt le tree and bends it down . )  
Right to de root and den winds it around wit this wire - turns it back on it s 

knees . 
(How does he pay it off ? )  
He put de dime right dere at de end of it . 
(End o f  what ?)  
De top on dat lit tle tree . 
(Well , how would he put the dime in there ? Wouldn ' t it b low of f ? )  
He ' d  jest take his kni fe and split i t  [ the top o f  the tree trunk] an ' s tick 

de dime in dere , put dat back to de root  of  de tree and he ' d  [ say ] , "Well , ah ' ve 
done named it chew . " Dere ' s  no t much success  fer you . 

(What els e do they do if they want to get me in trouble? What are some other 
things they do ? )  

Wal , de hair problems is worked like dis . Dey ' d  take some of yore hair , a 
man ' s  or a woman ' s  - it ' s  more de woman dat do dose things . She gits some of de 
hair off  de right hand side of  yore head , clipped - she probab ly is  lucky enough 
to git it from a man when he ' s  ' s leep . Dey fix dat hair and puts i t  into a 
bo tt le - cut it right fine . And if  she want chew to come under her , den she ' ll 
stop it up in a bot tle and carry hit somewhere out around her house and she ' ll 
bury it . An '  ah don ' t keer where yo ' at yo ' l l  have to come towards where she is . 

{Well , now , how would you raise the confusion firs t  and then how would you 
quiet it  down ? )  

Now , have yo ' [ you have ] go t a wi fe home and she j es t  always blub-b lub-blub ,  
b lub-blub-b lub , you have not got nuthin to do but go spend a nickel . Git chew 
a brand-new box of  salt and j est - j est throw a li tt le up under de house , throw 
a lit t le in de four corners of de house . You ' ll see dat fuss begin to s top .  

• Dat ' s  raised wit a litt le b lack pepp er . Now , a person kin come to yore house 
wit a little b lack pepper and j es t  blow it on de doorstep . Dat ' s  confusion -
mayb e yo ' is sat is fied , yore wife is crabbed . 

Yo ' talk about aunjUPation . How dat ' s  done - deyll go to work and dey ' ll git 
lit tle red ant ,  b lack ant , or liz ards or anything and parch it right dry . Den 
dey will put j est a litt le of it in yore t ea or somewheres , den yo ' ll eat it and 
den it ' ll hatch them in yo ' . Yo ' think it won ' t  but it  will hat ch ' em . 
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Now , how yo ' goin ' do to git  dat out .  Do yo ' know? Yo ' git chew a lit t le 
piece of  gall of de ear th - dat ' s  a root dat we has , see - an ' drink a little 
of dat tea . Three dos es is st rong - it ' s  de s tronge s t  thing in de woods . Ah ' ve 
got a piece in mah pocket , an ' a little piece of rat tlesnake mas ter - boil dat 
together . Dat will git dat devilment out chew know . 

Yo '  goes out wit a li t t le s tick like dis [with a piece of wire ] and j est hang 
around anywhere to  t ime yo ' see a toadfrog . Take dat toadfrog and put his head 
through it [wire ] ; hit  him [ firs t ]  three times on de head till you ki ll him .  
Have s omewhere t o  hang him up unt il he dries . Put a ten- cent in his thro at 
jest  a s  yo ' kill him - to pay him [ the spirit ] off . 

(You put a lit tle wire through his head . )  
And hang him up and dries him up . Well , then yo ' take an ' yo ' carries him in 

yore pocket and when yo ' come to shootin ' crap sometime , j es t  touch him . 
[ End of  toadfrog rite - I s top machine . ]  
(Now wait a minute , I want to see how you do that . )  
[ He demons trates . ]  
(You rub it [ a  preparation]  over your face , right b ack over your head like 

that , and right down over your breast , down to your fee t like that , three times 
wishing in the Name of the Lord . ) 

An '  den when yo ' le ave yore home in de mornin ' put chure right foot on de 
ground f irst . When yo ' git  to yore bus ine ss place put chure right foot up on 
de s tep first an '  dey give yuh mos t  anything yo ' want . 

(You us e this preparation yo u have in the bottle . )  
Yes . 
(That is all you do with that bottle ? )  
Den you have dat piece o f  John de Conker , Jack de Ruter and little p iece of  

Jim Sanda t .  Now , do se herbs ah ' ve got but dey don ' t  grow in dis country hardly 
evah ; dey grows out in mah country , South Carolina . 

[While my machine is turned o f f  he b egins to talk about South Carolina . ] 
(You came from Beaufort , South Carolina . Did you know Do ctor Buz zard? ) 
Ah ' ve heard of a man Buzzard but he was a white man .  
(Was Buzzard a white man? ? ? )  [ I  am surprised - my trans criber us ing three 

ques tion marks ! ]  
See ,  de se was colored but de firs t was a whit e man - wi t a head ab out dat 

long . [ He demons trates but I fai l to comment . ]  Dat dere [ there have ] been some 
young ones [ Bu zzards ] come up since de ole man died , but pure [ original ] Buz zard 
was a whi te man an '  he had sense , too . 

(Were you born in Beaufort? ) 
---

Ah was born righ t out in Beaufort side , right under de three cedar tree in 
[ on]  de ole King Parrish Place . Ah was a decent [ des cent]  - ah remembah in de 
eight years af ter ah was born , befo ' ah got back to mah mo ther ' s  home . Dat was 
Windsorburg , South Carolina - dat ' s  where she married a Beaufort , South Carolina , 
man and den carried us in dat country and ah rememb er when she brough t us back to 
that old country . 

(Then you were born , actually born near the town of  Beaufort . )  
Ah was born right in de lit tle town o f  Beaufor t .  
(How long has the old man Buz zard been dead? He was dead before you were born 

wasn ' t he ? ) • 
Ah ' m  - no he wasn ' t .  Yes ,  ah have saw him .  
(How long h as he been dead? ) 
De ole man Buz zard has been dead about 4 8  years - about 48 or 49 years and he 

was a ole man when ah was j us t  a lit tle boy ,  but ah know him . 
(Was he a white man? ) 
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A white man really an ' anybody what [knowed ]  him would even tell yo ' he was a 
whit e man . But heah come some young little b lack Bu��ards come - j es t  like Mary 
Hall ovah heah , she ' s  got black [ imitators ? ] . Ah g ive her less ons . She ' s  black . 
She was a good �orker .  

[Good �orker i s  a fairly common expression . ]  
Mrs . Murray down heah in her l i fet ime , we was fren ' s .  
(Where di d that Mrs . Hall wo rk , here in J acks onville ? )  
No , Lake City . She was right out from Lake C i ty .  
(Did you know King Wade? ) 

King Wade ? 
( Did you eve r hear o f  him up near Beaufor t ? )  
Ah don ' t  - ah knows a man Hammond up de re . Hammond was a good �orker. 
(What was his f i rs t  name ? )  
Jim Hammond . 
(Was a root doator up around Beaufort? )  
Yes , he was smart - yes , pre tty smar t fellah .  
( I s  the re anybody up there now that i s  any good? Up around Beaufor t ? ) 
Ah tell yo '  j es t  what ah ' ve learn t . Ah haven ' t  been there fer - ah so long a 

t ime .  I t ' s  been fo ' eight years since ah was dere . An '  de truth is dere lo tta 
people dey - and go up dere but dey don ' t git what dey looking for . Somebody 
will say d is is so-and- so-and-so . An '  de las t fellah dat ah s aw [who went ] up 
dere , he come back ,  say he got Mr . Brown dere some two or th ree t imes t ry ing to 
f ind ole man Hammond . Den when he got back we l earnt Hammond was dead . Now we 
got anothe r  man used b e  pre t ty good - Doator Cats , ove r to de Mis s is sippi Rivah , 
st opped on a b oat . He was fine . 

(What was his fi rs t name ? ) 
Cat s was his name . 
(How do you spell that ? )  
C- a- t  - Cat . But ah fergit his fir s t  name an ' ah b een right on de boat wit 

h im .  
---(Where did he come from originally? ) 

Now ,  ah don ' t  know , b ut he ' s  dead now . Now , he ' d  prob ab ly take de - [ and in 
Alg iers ] right ' cross de river , de Mississipp i , and dey say dey going to s ee de 
Seven Sis ters . But dey ain ' t  no Seven Sisters . Ah ' ve been right dere . 

(Well , wha t  are the Seven Sis tePs suppos ed to be ? )  
Well , ah tell yo ' ah don ' t know - j es t  de Seven Sis ters an '  when yo ' g o  to 

dis - de house is b uilt righ t under [ near o r  over ] de water an '  all , an' by de 
t ime she turn yo '  loose heah in dis room , she done went in another room and she 
ch anged agin - prob ' ly a di f f ' rent way - go to de nex t  room - tull yo ' g it to de 
seven - it j es t  a dif f ' rent face . 

(That is one [person] , you s ay ,  with s even f aces ? )  
Dat ' s  right - yo ' g o t  de idea.  
[ That makes me think o f  persona = actor ' s mask , and Three in One . ] 
(There are a lot o f  fake s in this bus ines s ? )  
[ He must have said something about fakes , while machine turned o ff . ] 
(How did you learn these thing s ?  Wi th whom did you s t art ? ) 

Well , ah tell yo ' - God g ive it to me . God give it tuh me - with experience 
af'ter ah got it ,  over what ah was under . Then ah begin to s eek and then from 
t ime to time ah learned more . Ah was always - yes , ah had s ense . O ften when ah 
was a lit tle boy - boy with a lit tle something making medicine an ' mah mother 
she didn ' t  believe in it atall • • • • 

Yes , ah was a very good reader [ o f cards ] too , but dat didn ' t - in spiri tuaZ
ism yo ' got ta beat de o ther fellah ' s  thinkin ' to ket ch  de thought o f  it - j est 
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gotta beat the other fellah ' s  thinkin ' • • • • 

[ I  italicize spiritualism because it  is almos t always something dif ferent from 
what usually passes as spiritualism on motion picture or television s creen . The 
operator , not medium , is normally called a spir-i tual ins tead of  spiritualist . 
See INTRODUCTION . ] 

Then ah was goin ' long one morning and a great big pain hi t me right roun ' mah 
navel . • •  an '  ah j umped right on de mule an '  ah went right on home and wit dat pain 
ah was so sick ah couldn ' t  do any work • • • •  

[ I f  you are on your way to  rob a house]  j is '  like dat ' s  a rock - I don ' t  care 
how bad de dog is , i f  you kin git chew three rocks an ' j is '  turn it right ovah 
an ' put it back in de s ame bed [place] , when yo ' git theah de dog won ' t bo ther 
�· 

(What do they do with graveyard �rt to harm you . Tell me some of  the things 
they do with that? ) 

Well , it ' s two graveyard dirts - it ' s  [ the first  dirt is ] de dus t out of three 
little infant grave - dat little infant . We ' membah dat ' s  [ the same as ] God de 
Father , God de Son and God de Holy Ghost  - de [ three] little [ infant]  dus t . Yo ' 
go dere an ' yo '  put chure hand down in grave s ix  inches which represents s ix 
foo t , an '  yo ' dip down dere three times wit dem three fingers - dese three 
fingers [ demonstrates ] . 

(The thumb and the next two fingers . )  
That ' s right .  
(Of your right hand . )  
That ' s  right - push it  down to here . 
(Down to your wris t . )  
That ' s  done at de high hour at night , twelve ' clock , and yo ' makes three 

little dots  in dat paper when yo ' put it  in dere , an '  den yo ' pay off with three 
pennies - leave it dere and talk to him [ the three spirit s o f  the infants as one , 
like the three spirits of  God ]  - j est to yo ' self [ do not speak loud but say it 
mentally ] - "I want chew - I 'm paying de dead . "  Quite natural dis baby don ' t  go 
to  live in doom but dey lives among de dead , don ' t dey? But then yo ' take dat 
little dus t  den an ' yo ' go on . 

(You get this dust out of the child ' s  grave . What do you do with that dust  
then? )  

Well , then yo ' puts a little sugar in i t  an d  a lit tle b ran ' -new salt an '  yo ' 
kin put [ it in sanething ] chew know an '  yo ' kin j us t  carry it wit chew or yo 1 
sprinkle a little anywhere an '  everything will break nice so you be guided by a 
good spirit . 

An ' now [ for the se cond dirt ] if yo ' git it out of  a sinner ' s  grave , put a 
little cayenne pepper in it , abuse i t .  Sprinkle it , throw it  around anybody ' s  
house . Dey gotta j est leave dere - dey ' ll squabble j e s t  like de devil .  

(You get i t  out o f  the s inner ' s  grave j ust  the same way , only you mix the 
pepper with it ? )  

Dat ' s  right - it ' s  de same way but it ' s  a di ff ' rent way to handle it . 
(Have you ever heard of  them doing anything with that footboard and that head

board of  the g rave? ) 
Yo ' goes dere and yo ' kin take yore knife an '  yo ' cut off three little 

splinters , t•o from de head and one from de foot , and what somevah yo ' wanta do 
den change de headbo ' d  and put it  de foot and de foot  to de head . Whosoever yo ' 
wanta change ' em ,  j es t  talk [ to ]  d em  splinters , hand dem to de party , see . See , 
yo ' take dese three splinters heah and say , "Ah want chew love ' em . "  No matter 
whut dere trouble , j est go ahead , everything ' s  all right . You ' ll see a great 
change in hi� business .  I know science from start to finish , I do ' s  be cause ah 
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works i t . 
[He means science not seance . Yes , he is working with spirit s - everything 

done in HOODOO is based on spirit s (see comment on p . l9 )  - but his work he con
siders scientifically true , something proved by experience . ]  

But ah have heard ef I kill you and ef ah could git to a lit tle piece - ah 
done kilt yuh now and ah wanta make my getaway . Ef I g i t  me a lit tle chalk , 
sugar and cheese and j es t  ball up a ball of it , ah would make my getaway . 

(Tell me j us t  how you would us e  that . )  
Jest carry i t  - ball it up and put it  in yore pocket 
(Why do you have to get to me to get away? Why do you have to g et to me? 

Would you have to  come to my body then? )  
No , no - yo ' makes yore getaway only by de dead man ' s  corpse . I f  a person 

is got sense enough to kill a man and den step right on ovah him and don ' t  look 
back , he ' ll make his own getaway . But suppose yo ' is in trouble ' bout killin ' 
somebody .  Well , supposin ' yo ' is down to de wagon or some place , ah ' m coming 
to you - ah make some way to git to you [ a  rootman ] . And den [you ] hand it , 
turn i t  over ; yo ' ll tell me go on , it ' s  all right . Hit ' s  done wit a little 
chalk ,  sug ar an '  cheese - j es t  ball it  up and han ' t  [hand it] to ' um  [me ] -
j es t  s ay ,  "Go on , i t  all right . " 

(What do they do wi th the bone from the dead person? ) 
Dis b one from a dead person wris t , head or anywhere . Firs t ,  yo ' wanta make a 

life trave l [ traveler ] or make a person travel . He had a left leg ,  or s ometime 
dey wi ll git a bone from de foot , some from de laig , some j est a s tick-end , but 
dey kin take dat bone and beat it up in dus t . Sometime dey make a li t tle packet 
of i t . If dey kin git it in yore po cket it all right . Dey sprinkle it around 
yore p lace , dey want chew to travel and go on . 

(That is to send you away . )  
That ' s  done with the name . John did bap tize Chris t didn ' t he? But Chris t 

was never b ap ti zed - it ' s  done wi th de name . How it ' s  done? Yo ' write three 
strips of paper about dat long wi t de name printed on , if you want them to come 
to you , and turn de wri tin ' down in de bot tom o f  yore shoe and wear it nine 
days - be sure yo ' turn de writin ' down . 

(What shoe do they wear i t  in? ) 
Right foot - diff ' rent pieces of  paper . 
(That ' s  to bring somebody back? ) 
Bring ' em back ,  if dey won ' t  come back .  
De [ to ]  keep de devil o f f  yuh or a pes ter ' from go in ' i n  yuh - yo ' know yo ' 

have some [pes terer ] yo ' self - well a good body protection it ' s  a toadf�g or 
a aeaZ of secrets • • • • 

( 37 th chapter of the Psalms of David . )  [This is  the seaZ . ] 
Dat ' s  right . Wri te dat in a circle . You wri te i t  in a circle . I wouldn ' t  

give yo ' de whole chapter to write but chew have to write de whole chapter less 
yo ' git  de words out - de word o f  - is "P" fer Peter , "P" fer Paul , "E" fer Esau , 
"I" fer Isaac , "J" fer J acob , "J" fer John - "J" fer Jones - but unless we git 
dose words of power , den yo ' have to write de whole 30th [ ? ]  chapter . Then yo ' 
carry that up and put it on the heart an ' you find de devi l git o f f , Ah ' ll 
guarantee dat .  

• (What wi ll that do for you , then? ) 
Jes t carry - yo ' kin go off where yo ' want and nobody kin bother yo ' then . 

I f  yo ' got God wit chew ,  de devil can ' t  do you no harm . 
The fus t thing she ' ll have to do , she ' ll have to examine herself ef she -

sometimes yo ' kin - ef she ' ll examine herself and acknowledge her faults to God , 
she ain ' t • go t ta do a thing but j es t  g o  to a washpot and git a ole rus ty burnt 
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nail , o le rusty burnt nail , and drive it up dere in her house somewhere behind 
de door by where she does de dishes . Every morning fer nine mornings she wraps 
dat cords , j est  hangs de cord - let it  go down to dere . She wraps  dat much 
cord , "In de Name of God de Father , God de Son and God de Holy Ghos t ,  he mus t 
come , come . "  And he ' ll come home . 

(What kind of cord does she use? ) 
Jest any sort of  cord - �ind of  ole that , chew know , cord that you wrap paper 

s acks with .  
( And she wraps it  around that rusty nail . )  
An ' wrap it to her .  Yes , she wraps it to her fer nine morning s . Do it in de 

Lord name . She mus t say to herself , "He must come home , "  and wrap i t  three times 
to her . He come b ack , don ' t  keer where he comes from . 

She goes to work and she uses a dishrag and that ' s  straigh t [ true ] . She kin 
take a dishrag what she been wipin ' dishes with and she kin carry it to bed with 
her . Well , when yo ' have a litt le intercourse wi th her , she will use dat dishrag 
on yo ' , yo ' know . She ' ll use dat once . De next time den , i f  she is  in s aienae , 
she ' ll go out chere and she ' ll dig her some bait - dis ole ground worm fo ' bait 
what chew fish with . She kin put dem in some lard and fry ' em ,  and she will wrap 
dat and she will grease it and she put dat dishrag all in dat grease , and she ' ll 
use dat de s econd time on him . She kin use it herself - won ' t hurt her . After 
she use it  the third time , that dishrag , you ' ll become j es t  limber with another 
woman but you will be all righ t with her . The dishrag do ' s  dat . 

[ The preceding phrase in s aienae , frequent ly used by Christ ian S cientists , 
has already been explained . ]  

(What did she use the third time? The s ame th ing , this worm grease and all 
that ? )  

De worm ,  dat ' s  righ t . She j est used de fus t time i f  she wanta - twice - she 
j e s t  hang de rag somewheres for cleanin ' , you know , de dishes an ' use dat grease 
on dere . Yo ' los t all de nature yo ' got and when yo '  begin to go with her , he 
will stumble and fall - he can ' t make it . 

( I f  a man in that condition came to you , how could you get him out o f  it?  How 
could you cure him? ) 

Well , ah tell yo ' .  Ah gits me a dishrag , unders tan ' me , and ah dries i t , an ' 
ah won ' t  do a thing but soak it in salt , soak it in salt . And ah ' ll make him 
rub hisself out thoroughly - wrap it and j es t  pull it out with sal t . Salt is de 
saving power of de world . Den ah takes dat rag out and ah folds it , some sorta 
nice ways , and puts three pins in it - stick ' em to me , dem three pins and carry 
it somewheres and s tick i t  up in a tree or over his head or somewhere else , j es t  
some secret place s o  it ' s over his head . He ' ll tell it to rise , too . I t ' ll 
rise - righ t straight up . 

(That takes the spell off of  him . )  
Well , he goin ' o f f  fer three or four weeks or for a month , it ' s  pretty tough 

to do dat . But he always - yo ' kin have somebody kill yo ' a dove , a turt ledove , 
any sort of dove , mourning dove or turtledove and he ' ll take dat tongue and he 
season it , cure it  wit salt . He ' ll put dat turtledove tongue righ t under dere 
[ demonstrates ] .  

(Right under his tong ue . ) 
An '  when fie go out to leave , he ' ll go kiss her three times , j est kiss her 

three times - dat turtledove there [under his tongue ] - and when he g it right 
on out he kin put it in his pocket . An '  she ain ' t  got no feeling fer no other 
man - she j est  won ' t  s tudy wih no other man , it all in her head to s ee him . 

I f  yo ' is co ' tin '  a girl and - or she is co ' tin ' yo ' - anyway she wanta marry 
yo ' or bring love . She would take some of her ahambeP Zye and kin set it in a 
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pint bottle or half a pint bo ttle wit de s topper jest s lightly in it . Then , 
she ' ll wait unt il yo '  s tart out de g ate goin ' on , g oin 1 home , she say , "Oh , 
John ! "  Yo ' say ,  "Huh ? "  She slam dat s topper right dere in dat b o ttle and she 
got yore spirit - go on ' bout chure bus ines s . 

(You ' ll come b ack? ) 
You ' ll come back .  
(Suppose someone got my spirit in a bottle that way and I came to you , could 

you res tore that spirit to me ? How would you res tore my spirit to me ? )  
Ah ' ll te ll you how that ' s  done an ' you wouldn ' t  have to do anything ,  but had 

yo ' j es t  had a idea that yo ' wasn ' t  right or j e s t  think a woman was working on 
yo ' somehow , you ain ' t gotta do a thing but put chew one penny in yore right 
shoe . All right , after you git in her presence or something , when yo ' git ready 
to go , yo ' j es t  go on an ' s ay [pretend ] yo ' forgot something . Then yo ' calls 
her , she ' ll answer ;  then take this penny heah and s ai l  it ovah her hous e , j es t  
sail i t  right ovah her hous e .  

(What wi ll that do then? ) 
That penny wi ll turn your spirit loose - yes , when yo ' throw dat penny ovah . 

Yo ' see ,  after yo ' take it out chure shoes , t ake and s ai l  it  and den go on . 
A woman can take a man ' s  stocking - that ' s  mos tly fer bring ing back .  Yo ' kin 

take a man ' s  s to cking and she can use , fnld it nice yo ' know , and she go right 
under her house [hous es in the lowlands are raised aboveground ] .  She count ten 
feet right unde r de house , she b ury ' em .  But dey mus t b e  dirty so cks . She ' ll 
bury dem so cks , pointing ' em looking righ t  in de hous e .  Dat ' ll ever b ring your 
mind to  her . 

They takes dat , as ah ' fore said - e f  dey kin git yore chamber lye and j es t 
s top it  up . Ef dey kin ket ch yore , you know , an '  den dey take a auger and go 
to de sundown s ide o f  a tree and will bore a ho le in it , and will put dem bowels 
in dere and take a peg an ' drive it - drive it nine times on it , it ' ll lo ck yore 
bowels . 

Take a woman ' s  shoe i f  she leaves home - j est  take one and turn one up , and 
j es t  turn de other one down on it  [making a cros s ]  and go to de back o f  yore 
chimley and j es t  git some of dat sut [ s oo t ]  o f f  yore chimley and go throw it out 
in de open air ,  and j es t  let dem shoes stay dere . Dat ' ll bring her b ack , bring 
her back .  

(Leave those shoes right the re . )  
You ' ll git  a box o f  po tash and , dat ' s  lye ,  and tab le salt and i f  you can ' t  

dig it right down to de f ront of his door where de law kin enter , put i t  down 
about dat deep in de g round , put nine ho les in de pot ash and j e s t  cover i t  wit 
salt . Pay o f f  wit th ree pennies ,  kiver it  up then , and go on . 

(Where do you put these three pennies ? )  
In de hole - right in de hole . 
You us es dis : "There were three dead men hanging out de window" - dat ' s  de 

words - " two dead men hanging out de window , one had no lung s ,  one blind , deaf 
and dumb " - one was b lind , the other one was deaf , and the o ther one was dumb . 
Den yo ' say to yourself , "Tell de j udge I want j us tice , tell de j edge I wanta 
be dismis sed - it was j us t  a [ some thing ? ] . "  An' dere ' ll be mer cy fo llowing 
' treen yo ' and dat court if dos e words is ut tered . 

(You say those other words to yourself ? ) 
Dat ' s right . 
Suppose a woman come to yuh to git her husband home . Yo ' sprinkle over [ the 

paper ]  de ground - wit cayenne pepper .  
(This piece o f  paper . )  
Dat ' s  it . Den you write j es t  what you want him to do and you g ive it to her , 
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say ,  "Yo ' take dis and yo ' keep dis . "  Den , if  it ' s  good , you write [ the word ] 
"good" through sugar [ over the paper ] . 

(What do you do with that , then? ) 
Yo ' use jes t as other ways yo ' do - it will wo rk right or it will work wrong . 
(And you write thi s - what kind o f  paper do you use? )  

De parchment paper - no piece o f  parchment paper - yo ' go to de drug s tore or 
any b ig drug s tore and j es t  git parchment paper and jest  put seals . 

(With seals - oh , I see . ) 
Yeah , dat paper is j es t  made fer dat [making seals ] J 
(Good luck is a whi te candle - hard luck is a blue one? ) 
Yeah , dat ' s  right . Den yo ' wri te on dat candle with a needle j es t  what you 

want it to cover • • •  and you burns dat on de high hour fo ' good er bad , for what ' s  
written on dere . When i t  burn down , yo ' ball up all dat wax ; i f  it ' s fer good 
yo ' keep it , if it ' s  fer bad you thP� i t .  

Ef yo ' is a t  a dis tance an ' a woman wanta thPOW fer yo ' o r  a man wanta thPow 
fer yo ' ,  she take gunpowder and she roll it  up in a corn shuck and dey [he or 
she ] take a ole pot and put dat shuck in dere , and he ' ll s tand b ack as ide and 
he ' ll cuss at it and tell it j es t  what he want i t  tub - whether he want i t  to 
hit chew - and he throws some fire in there at dat and dat thing go off , it  wi ll 
hurt chew - bus t  yo ' b rains out , th� yo ' .  

Now dat ' s  straight ' bout dat - ah knows dat . 
(How do they do that to you at a dis tance? ) 
Oh , yes , yes . 
They s ays dat they git a b lack cat and put him in a washpot wit it full o f  

water and dey puts somepin heavy o n  it  - great b ig s tone , somepin t o  keep dat 
cat from j umping out when de [ dey ]  put a fire under around dat pot . Den when 
dat water git hot , it will boil dat cat up in dere . Den dey will fish in dere 
until dey gi t two lit tle b ones but dey won ' t  not know dese bones until dey carry 
' em to a running stream o f  water . Ah nevah tried but dey tell me dat . Den 
dey ' ll - in dat little b ranch [ stream] then , dem two lit tle bone dey ' ll go 
floating up de s tream and won ' t  b e  long fore s omebody p icks dem up . And de 
t ime dey tell me when he boil dat black cat , dey tell me he hardly kin s tand 
it , but den dey tell me he sells hisself to de devi l . 

Well , de pigeon ' s  b lood you kin b uy  dat or yo ' raisin ' a p igeon and git it . 
Now suppose dat yo ' wanted to write - yo ' was co ' tin ' a girl ,  she wouldn ' t  know 
it from red ink . But yo ' writes dat wi th pigeon ' s  b lood and she open it then . 
An ' den when yo ' seal dat letter you b low yo '  breath on it three times and seal 
it  up , and if  she ag ains t yo ' she ' ll open her mind towards yo ' and she ' ll answer 
your le tter . I know dat for a fact � she ' ll answer yo ' . 

Dat ' s  a tPick - dey ' ll git de b ristle of  a dog - when de dog mad or a li ttle 
angry , yo ' take yo ' s cis sors and yo ' cut a little o f  dat bris tles . 

(From whe re? ) 
Right b ack of hi s ne ck , dat bristle , and you go to a cat and yo ' cut his tail 

off and you git all dat little hair and sit down and cut it  up fine . Den yo ' 
takes dat hair and yo ' mix it up wit s ome rich dough or b read or somepin and 
carry it  tub a red ants bed and have de name - have de name on a piece o f  paper 
who yo ' wanta work it fo ' , yo ' unders tand . And it ' s  nuthin but - wit dat . Den 
de red ants �11 tote dat lit tle b read and hair off and whosoever ' s  name is writ 
on dat paper , what dey carried it in and put it down dere , dat will turn their 
mind - dat will tumb le dere mind . 

Yo ' kin git  any kind of a egg and write a person ' s  name on it - de same wit 
de bread - an ' at certain hour of de nigh t , de high hour at twelve ' clock , yo ' 
go to de do '  an ' throw dat egg right upon de [ door ]  facin ' , unders tand dat , an '  
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tell it , "You mus t go - you mus t g i t  out and go . "  Dey can ' t  s tay dere . 
A woman kin - she ' ll kill a dog and she ' ll take dat liver and wash i t  nice an ' 

give it to h im fer to eat er somepin like dat ,  and when he g oes to dat other one 
he gits hitched , s tuck dere . Dat ' s  de only way ah ' ve heard dat ' s  been done . 

[Take b ath in holy water (bough t from drug s to re )  f o r  luck . My no te on thi s 
unt rans crib e d  rite while che cking cylinde r 7 7 6 : 7 .  J erus alem wa ter ( at drug 
s tore) a l ucky wat er . My no te on untrans cribed 7 7 6 : 7a ] 

When a hag rides yo ' at nigh t ?  Ah never s een them - I j est naturally throw 
dem o ff me . Gi t a pair o f  s cissors , put a pair o f  s cis sors in dat Bib le and put 
it under de head o f  yo '  bed . Ah g uarantee a hag won ' t  ride yo ' . 

G i t  fo ' p ieces o f  lumber ,  new lumbe r , and yo ' drive i t  on de - s tave [ drive l 
one west , one north , one south , [ one eas t ] , and put de end up and stick it up so 
high [demons tra tes ] .  Yo ' won ' t b e  bo thered with ghost s .  

(All o f  these , ends o f  the st icks [ o r  s t akes ] are a foo t out o f  the ground ? ) 
Da t ' s  right .  
Take a li t t le whi te roos ter . 
(Take a li t t le whi t e  roos ter . )  
An '  g i t  him s omepon like a lit t le leash • • •  b ranch and put a lit tle s t i ck up in 

dere [ to hold leash? ] an ' j es t  let dat roo s ter j es t  s t ay dere al l nigh t , an ' 
everywhere he go round da t place , yo ' know • • • dey won ' t b o ther round dere no mo ' .  

(Keep ghosts and spi rits away . )  

COURTROOM SPECIALIST 

I GEN 'A 'LY APPEARS IN DE CROWD� YO ' KNOW� IN DE CO 'T 

KETCH A BIRD • • •  TAKE BUZZARD OIL AN '  GREASE DAT LITTLE BIRD • • •  
PUT DE [ SPECIAL ] DUST IN DAT BIRD FEATHERS 

WHILE RUBBIN ' DE BIRD TO YO ' 
TALK TO IT AN '  TELL IT WHUT CHEW WANT 
DEN TURN DAT BIRD WOSE IN DAT CO 'THOUSE 
AN ' IT GO AN '  CIRCLE ALL ROUN ' DE JUDGE 

AN ' WHERE DE JURY STAND IS AT 
AN ' CO 'SE DE FEATHAHS FLOPPIN ' AN ' DE DUST COME DOWN ON DEM • • •  
CIT DE SAME GRA. VEYARD DUST • • • HEAD-STICK ASHES • • •  LOVE POWDAH • • •  

MIX DAT [SPECIAL DUST ] • • •  AN ' RUB DAT BIRD 

"DOCTOR " BUZZARD AT BEA UFORT� DAT 'S A FAIRY TALE • • • 
DEY SAY [A ] BUZZARD DONE ROWED DE BOAT • • •  TO BEA UFORT • • •  

DERE WUS A MAN NAME BUZZARD • • •  
ONE STORY 'BOUT HE MAKE A SNAKE WALK IN DE CO 'THOUSE 

SUMTER ,  SOUTH CAROLINA 

. [ Perhaps I do this middle-aged man an inj us t i ce , limit his talents by calling 
h im a courtroom special is t , but my reason for the label - he is one of the few 
doctors I met or heard about who actual ly at tended trials . The leg endary Doctor 
Buaaard of Beaufort [Bu ' fert ] , S outh Carolina , never appeared be fore a j udge ; 
instead , he sent a dressed animal to do the work - so i t  is s aid . My informant 
claimed no s uch abi l i ty ; he merely dPessed the animal and turned it loose in the 
court room - so he admitted . Our convers a tion ends wi th his account o f  the 
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amazing Doctor Buzzard - read this , if nothing else . [ For Doctor Buzzard see 
p . l414 and references there . ]  This interview of informant 1387 fills cylinders 
C885 : 1-C902 : 4  = 2366-2383 . ]  

Dey take de hair an ' put it in a bottle an ' wit a little spirits of ammonia , 
nine needles an ' nine pins , an ' put de name on p ie ce of papah nine times an ' bury 
it in a grave , six inches deep , an '  make yore wish whut yo ' want it  to do to dem . 

Next , if yo ' want tuh run ' em  crazy , t ake dere hair out dere haid an ' go to de 
watah an ' ketch a live fish - especially a pike- fish whut  he move roun ' swiftly .  
An ' fold up dat hair an ' put it in dat fish mouth an ' turn him loose . An ' dat 
person will go raving crazy . An ' nobody kin do dat person no good unless some
one ket ch dat fish . No cure fo ' dat yo ' know . 

[ I  disag ree with the dOctor about no cure . There are two doctors who could 
have caught the pike-fish and have released the hair - see margin title SPELL 
FLOATING ON RIVER CAPTURED BY DOCTOR ,  p .  338 . ] 

Den dey kin take dat hair agin an ' mix it  wit some dog an ' cat hai r an ' a hair 
out a horse tail [not  hors etail ] an ' fold ' em togethah with a little graveyard 
dirt an ' put  i t  in runnin ' watah , an '  run dat person crazy . Dat will put ' em  
to travelin ' ,  too . Put it in runnin ' wat ah .  

D e  nex ' thing 'bout d e  hair , yo ' kin take d e  hair out dere haid an ' burn it , 
an ' mix it wit a lit tle sugah an '  put it ovah chewin ' gum , an ' it  will ' tract de 
' tenshun of one who yo ' love - make ' em follow yo ' , then . Dat hair from de head 
or de hair down heah to de sexual organ , either one - dem hairs , make ' em follow 
yo ' too , yo ' know . 

Den , yo ' kin take de hair o f f  de sexual organ an ' b urn i t  down an ' yo ' kin 
control dere nature wit it  - make ' em  have yo ' ovah ever ' body else , take de heat 
fo ' yo ' , make her always call fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' take de hair from de sexual organ , 
j erk it  down . Den yo ' fix dat togethah wit some devil-shoestring - fo ' pieces 
of  devil-shoes tring fo ' inches long , an ' tie 'em togethah an '  carry ' em in dey 
pocket . 

Take de photograph to drive a person away from you . Yo ' ll take de photograph 
an ' j es '  a small match b ox . Git  nine matches an ' nine pinches of graveyard dirt 
an '  nine pinches o f  sulphur , an ' de person name ; tie ' em  up togethah an ' carry 
' em an '  throw in runnin ' watah . Aft ah  yo ' carry dat pers on name , dey go tuh 
lingerin ' .  

An '  den yo ' take de pho tograph an '  yo '  take nine b rass pins an ' s tick ' em  in 
dat pitchure - no ' th ,  wes t  an ' south . Den write de name on de b ack o f  dat pit
chure . Den carry it an ' bury it six inches in a murdered man ' s  grave , and make 
yore wish . Whut yo ' want happen to ' em ,  i t ' ll shore happen to ' em .  

Next , yo ' kin take de pitchure ,  i f  yo ' wanta bring a man t o  yo ' ; all yo ' gotta 
do , take a pit chure of  him . When yo ' go to b ed at night in yore room , yo ' have 
de s lop j ar dere an ' yo ' urinate in yore s lop j ar ,  an ' ' fore yo ' go tub bed yo ' 
dip dat pitchure underneat ' dat urine nine time an ' call dere name . An '  from 
nine hours to nine days , dey ' ll come to yo ' an '  give yo ' satisfaction . 

Nex ' ' gin , if yo ' wanta draw a pusson to yo ' wit dere pitchure , yo ' take a 
g las s o f  warm watah an ' put a dollah into i t  - a s i lver dollah an ' turn de pit
chure down ov�h dere an '  call dere name , an ' dey come runnin ' to yo ' .  

' Nother thing ' bout de pitchure , yo ' kin take it - dey kin - an ' b ury it 
underneat '  de s tep an ' make a pusson hang roun ' yo ' . Don ' t care where dey go . 

(Do you bury that picture any particular way? ) 
Take an ' bury it wit de head down . See , an ' draw dey name on de b ack of  it , 

an ' b ury i t  down ' neat ' de s teps . Don ' t care where dey b e , dey have come to yo ' . 
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I f  not , yo ' ain ' t  got  n o  place where yo ' kin bury it - j es '  tack anywhere b y  de 
step dat yo ' kin . Some places dey not b e  where yo ' kin bury it , yo ' know . But 
j es ' tack it dere - it b e  all de same . 

Den again , dey harm yo ' wit chure pitchure . Dey take de pitchure an ' go to a 
hick ' ry tree early in de mawnin ' j es ' as dey see de s un ris in ' , an ' stick it 
' tween de fo ' k  of dat tree , an ' take yo ' a gun an ' put a dime in de shell an '  
shoot dat pitchure , an ' dat pus s on will drop dead o r  b e  ki lled , o r  someb ody kill 
' em ,  j es '  in nine day ' s t ime . Dat could be proved , yo ' know . 

Well , j es ' lak if yo ' have a cas e in co ' t  yo ' wanta set tle , yo ' ll take a fresh 
aig , an ' it can ' t  be a b la ck hen , it mus t be a fresh aig . An ' write de prosecu
tor name on de aig nine times , an ' put a "J " on each one of de name , an ' go out 
dere at three a ' clock in de mawnin ' - at de fo ' k  of de road at three a ' clock in 
de mawnin ' an ' b roke de aig up dere . 

(Wha t will that do , then? ) 
Dat ' ll b roke up de cas e  in court . 
Nex ' you go to de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' de pro secutor ' s  - yo ' draws yo ' a cross  

in de fo ' k  of de  road . Den dig a trench ab out three inches deep an '  write de 
pusson name on a p iece of papah an ' bury it dere . An '  put three p inches of s alt 
in dat hole , an '  cover it up an ' st omp down upon it , an ' say , "All mah enemies 
comin ' ' neat ' mah feet , "  an ' go ' way . Den nobody can ' t  do yo ' no harm . 

(That wi ll get them to throw the cas e  out ? )  
Throw de co ' t  case , yeah . 
Den agin at de fo ' k  of de road - if someone put a spell on yo ' , yo ' ll take a 

ounce o f  c amphor , a quart o f  corn meal an ' two pound of s al t , p o t  s alt , an ' mix 
dem togethah . De individual who put a spell on ' em ,  j es '  turn ' em  on a sheet 
[ draw ' em ] an ' rub it all ovah from de head to de foot on de pap ah .  Aftah rub 

b in '  ' em all ovah from de head to de feet , den fold dat sheet up nice in a pack
age an ' den carry it an ' throw it in de fo ' k  of  de road at twelve a ' clock at 
night , an ' don ' t  look b ack , an '  de spell will leave dat pus son . 

An '  yo ' g o  to de fo ' k  of  de road ,  if yo ' want to make f riends wit de individ
ual . Yo ' take de drag on ' s  b lood an '  a little b i t  o f  sulphur an '  yore le ft- footed 
shoe an ' go to de fo ' k of de road an ' burn dat up dere , an ' draw anyone to yo ' ,  
if yo ' want a make love or s omethin ' .  Dat wi ll cause dem to  come to yo ' an ' draw 
' em b ack to yo ' - at de fo ' k  o f de road .  

Den , i f  yo ' want a make a pus son git in troub le ,  yo '  take dere name an '  b lack 
hen aig .  Write de name upon dat aig nine t imes an ' put de let tah "J" on each 
name , an ' bury it at de fo ' k of de road .  Den de fus t thing dat goes cros s  dere 
dat b reak dat aig , den it wi ll ' feet dat pus son who yo ' put dere name on dat aig . 

(The firs t p erson who walks across and b reaks that egg will b e  what ? )  
D e  individual who name b e  on it . 
I f  somebody sprink le somepin [o ' yo ' tub walk ovah , how tub perteck yo ' self 

always put salt an ' de ashes from ole clothes an ' wear ' em  in yore shoe . Yo ' 
see , burn de ole clothes , yo ' know , an ' git  de ashes . Put dat wit salt in yore 
shoes  an ' dat ki l t  de powah . Anything yo ' walk ovah , dat will ki lt  it see , 
becaus e  de ashes of o le clothes ki t ts de powah to it . 

Den agin , to perteck yo ' self if  s omebody els e  put s omepin down , yo ' wear a 
dime an ' a stone out of  a fish head in each one of  yore shoe - dat work aginst  
it , de  stone to a fish . 

De nex t thing yo ' kin do ag in , yo ' take an ' go to a s tream o f  watah . Yo ' take 
three spoonful of watah out of de stream in de vicini ty , comin ' home , an ' yo ' 
read de 109th Psalm ovah dat watah , an ' mix olive oil wit it an ' ' no int chure 
feet wit it , an '  go on 'b out chure bus iness . Now , when yo ' cros s de thing whut 
dese people put down fo '  yo ' , yo ' turn i t  back on dem - dey ' ll g it crazy in dere 
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min ' , run j es '  lak wat ah  runnin ' ,  yo ' see . 
An '  to perteck mahs elf agin , i f  ah think people sprinklin ' somep in roun ' , 

j es '  sprinkle s alt an '  have some ole clothes [ ashes ] aroun ' yore p lace . Where 
yo ' think dey put it , take ' em dere . Dat ' ll ki Z Z  it , chew know . Nuthin don ' t 
go ovah dose ashes o f  ole clothes , yo ' know - nuthin . 

We ll , now , if he has live thing in ' im .  Now , yo ' know , yo ' take poison to 
au:re poison , yo ' know . [This may b e  the only t ime my informants used this 
expression . ]  Den ag in , ah g oes - ah goes to de g rave o f  s omeone who ah know , 
s ee . Usually where dey h ave b ury s ome one o f  dem individual .  Den ah march 
aroun ' dat grave seven times . All right , den a f t ah  dat , ah make ' em  cross dere 
three t imes an ' drag dere foot ovah de grave , an ' carry ' em  [ could no t unders tand 
but he wi ll repeat la ter ] - an '  carry ' em  b ack an '  don ' t  look b ack dere no mo ' .  
All right . Den in about nine days , ah use natural watah , s altpet er an '  camphor 
toge thah [ three ingredient s ]  an ' bathe ' em from head to foot - g ive him a li t tle 
of it to drink . In nine day ' s  time he ' ll b e  all right . 

(What did you say ?  You have a burial ceremony at that grave? ) 
Yessuh . 
(What do you do when you firs t g o  t o  that g rave , now? )  
Ah read d e  14 th chap tah o f  Job - ah reads . Ah walk roun ' dere three t ime an ' 

call de individual name who dead . I f  ah know de name , ah cal l on de dead , yo ' 
know . Den ah ' 11 tell ' em  whut ah want to happen . Ah change de head an '  foot
s tick yo ' know . [Put the headboard to the foot and the footboard to the head of 
the grave . ]  Den ah carry dis pusson cross de g rave three time - carry ' em  b ack 
an ' forth c ross de grave lak dat , an ' tel l ' em to leave . Ah take ' em  on out an '  
go out - an '  come in from de wes t p art an '  g o  out in d e  eas t p art an '  don ' t  look 
b ack . Dat pusson is well . 

( I f  he has live things in him - after you b a the him with those other things ? )  
Yessuh . 
Now , i f  yo '  kin take de clippin ' o f a pus s on toenail or dere fingahnail ,  

dey ' ll take d at an ' burn it . Dey make a powdah out o f  it , yo '  know , an ' yo ' 
[ they ] j es '  put it in yore food an '  make yo ' follow dem . Dey do anything dat 

yo '  want ' em tub do . 
Den second thing , dey take de clipping o f  yore fingahnai l or de toenail an ' 

dey put it in a small lit t le toby wit s ome gravey ard dir>t - see , yo ' git de dirt 
from three grave apiece . Den g o to de fo ' th grave whut be a wicked man ' s  grave 
who git killed an' bury it down dere . Dey kin put chew down . If yo ' rich , dey 
kin make yo ' go b roke - make yo ' be poverty - make yo ' wander ab out - y o ' b e  
walkin ' i n  de s t reet an ' b e  pickin ' up things - yo ' see , pi ckin ' up papahs in 
de s t reet . 

An '  den agin , yo ' kin take de dirt f rom undahneat ' dere fing ahnail - yeah , or 
de scrapin ' f rom undahneat ' dere feet an ' p ut i t  in de food , an '  make yo ' b ring 
all yore earnings to dem . Dey ' ll be undernea t ' of dere feet . 

Yo ' kin take a pus son fing ahnai l  an '  toenail an '  de dus t undahneat ' dere feet , 
an '  take it an '  put i t  into a li t t le b lack p eppah an ' s alt , an ' dog an ' cat hair , 
an ' go to de runnin ' watah s oon in de mawnin ' while de sun ris in ' up , an '  throw 
it in dere . An '  j es '  in nine days ' time dat pusson will be g one from dat place . 
Dey wil l leave dat place . Dey ' ll go dere rarin ' - de confusion will caus e dem 
to go away .  � ·  de reason dey cause it - yo '  put dat dog an ' cat hair wit it . 
Dat cause confusion , yo ' s ee . An '  dey go an '  give her ever ' thing dey got . 

Dey kin take a puss on foot track an ' d ey kin take an '  put some dog manure wit 
it , an '  some hair from a white dog ' s  b ack - de hair from b ack of his romp , an ' 
some from de cat romp , yo ' know . An '  git three p inch o f  gPaVeyard dirt , an '  put 
it in a b ox togethah wi t some mat ches an ' tie it up tight . An '  carry it to de 
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runnin ' watah , an ' when dem mat ch g i t  wet de box will g i t  hot , an ' when dem dere 
mat ch git hot in dat box , de town will git too hot fo ' him . He gotta pick up an ' 
left . 

(You t ake ei ther one of  his tracks - it doesn ' t  make any di ffe rence? }  
E ither  one - but ah always use de le ft . Either one yo ' git will be all right . 
Den agin , yo ' t ake his track an '  put it wit some dog manure , gPaveya:t'd [ dirt ] , 

seven mat ches an ' tie dem up in airtight box , an ' put a weight to it an ' throw in 
de sea or runnin ' watah , an '  dat make him drown . He ' ll walk ovahbo ' d .  He ' ll 
walk ovahbo ' d  an '  go right to de bot tom . 

Yo ' go to s even graves an ' yo ' go down seven inches in each grave [ and get 
dirt ] , an '  git  same dragon b lood , an ' dey g it same hair from a s tallion tail . 
Den dey [get]  some hair from a fox-terrier dog an '  a police dog , German police -
mix all dem togethah , an ' when yo ' git  to des e graves yo ' tell '.em whut chew 
[wan t ]  ' em  to do , you know . Den yo ' take it an ' carry it - g i t  it  on dis person 
clothes . Yo ' put it in de house where dey be , where somebody gotta cross - dey 
cross dere . See , dey git a ragin ' min ' . Yo ' put it in de hous e where dey be , 
because so dey git a ragin ' mind - dere mind will git on fire , yo ' see . Dey git 
a ragin ' mind - go right in de fire , yo ' know . Dat work several t ime - work lak 
dat . 

Yo ' kin go an ' take a s tick ,  any kind of a s tick ,  an ' yo ' go to de grave fo ' 
three days an ' sound de box , an ' tell de individual whut chew want ' em  to do . 
An '  yo ' carry dat s tick back to yore home an ' yo ' keep it to yore house three 
days an ' talk to it - talk to it  lak yo ' talk to de pusson . Den yo ' put dat 
stick somewhere where dat pusson will pick i t  up . When dey pick it up , dey go 
in a rag in ' min ' de same way an '  go in de fire somewhere . 

Den ag in , yo ' kin take any common s ti ck  or s tone or anything . Anything yo ' 
want tub happen to ' em , yo ' go to de crossway an '  talk to it  befo ' dey sit dere -
don ' t  go t o  bed or anythin ' ' nothah - an ' tell it  whut yo ' want to happen . 

Take chamber Zye an ' nine needles an 1 nine pins an 1 nine nails an '  put dose 
needles , pins an' nails in dat bottle ,  head an '  tai l ,  an ' call de individual ' s  
name who yo ' want to cont rol . Put de chamber Zye in dere an '  den s top dat bottle 
up airtight . I f  yo ' want dat person to come t o yo ' , yo ' shake dat bottle nine 
times an '  yo '  tum it upside down an ' yo ' trun [ thrown ] it undah de cornah o f  
de house - anywhere . 

All right den , yo ' take dat chamber Zye an ' de same amount of pins an '  
needles - nine needles , nine pins an '  nine nails ; drop ' em  in dat bot tle head 
an '  tail . Yo ' calls de name an ' tells whut chew want dem to do . Den yo '  mix 
some graveyard diPt wit dat an ' carry it an '  bury it  seven inches down in de 
grave , an '  pay de grave two cents an ' tell it whut chew want to happen . I t  do 
de work. 

Yo ' kin take de chambeP Zye - what ' s called pokeroot , yo ' know , an '  dig down 
an '  git  de taproot up an '  boil dat taproot , chew know , an ' mix it wit some cham
ber Zye an ' cologne , an '  if yo ' wanta pusson to come to yo ' ,  yo ' put it undah
neat ' chure pillah when yo ' gain ' tuh bed . Befo ' de nex '  night dey ' ll b e  dere .  

(Whose chamber Zye do you use ? }  
T o  draw a pusson t o  yo ' ?  Yo ' use yores - t o  draw a pusson t o  yo ' , us e yore 

chamber Zye . Git de pokeroot an '  Hea:t'ts Co l-ogne , an ' sleep wit it underneat ' • 
yore pillah .  Dat will bring dem to  yo ' .  

Den yo ' kin take dere chamber Zye an ' yo ' t ake dere nature from dem wit de 
chambeP Zye .  Use de chamber Zye wit a black snail an ' a piece o f f  yore undah
wear - ain ' t  gotta b e  de seat or anywheres , j es '  a p iece off de clothes , de 
undahclothes right close to yo ' . Yo ' put it in dat bottle wit dat b lack snail , 
but yo ' crush dat snail firs t .  Yo ' take dat snail an '  put a little salt on it 
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an ' yo ' talk wit it , see . An ' yo ' rub him from yo ' - have to rub him from yo ' 
nine times - talk wit him . Den yo ' wash yore han ' s  in dat ahamber lye an ' yo ' 
put it in dat bottle an ' put de snail in dere an ' yo ' s top it  up airtight . Yo ' 
bury it [ as ]  near de pusson house as yo ' kin who yo ' want to take dere nature -
as near as yo ' kin bury it dere . 

Yo ' kin take - if  a woman have interco ' se wit a man , she take de cloth dat she 
use , but have a clean homespun clo th an ' us e dat .  Ket ch it but don ' t  wash dat 
clo th . Take an '  iron it good , an ' her bed where she sleeps in , she ' ll sew dat 
cloth right ovah dat p lace where she sleep an ' she ' ll s leep on dat . 

De next thing yo ' do ,  when she have interco ' se wit a man , she mus t not dis
charge - le t him dis charge an ' he use dat cloth . An ' she take dat same piece 
out dere whut he dis charge ,  whut he did it on , an '  she kin sew it in de seat of 
her drawers . Don ' t care where he ' d  be  or where he ' d  go ,  he won ' t  have no nature 
fo ' anybody but her , yo ' know . 

Yo ' take de towel ag in an ' fold i t - each corner nine times to yo ' . Le t de 
bo th of  ' em use it an '  bury it to de west  cornah of de house .  An '  nowhere he 
goes , he couldn ' t  be success ful . 

She take de towel agin an ' she fold it up an ' put nine pins into it  an ' bury 
it undah de step - de same thing will happen . Or she kin bury it in de mattress ; 
sew it in de mattress where dey sleep - it de same thing . 

An '  she kin do de same thing an ' put it undah his pillah where he sleep ovah ; 
his mind always be dere . Nowhere he be , he ' ll not b e  contented . 

De woman , she use dis dishrag - lak she have somepin to do wit yo ' ,  she wipe 
yo ' down wit it  an ' yo ' wouldn ' t have no nature fo ' no one else except her . 

Den she kin take de dishrag - she kin take de dishcloth an ' wipin ' off j es '  
' tween her laigs an ' right down , an ' specially if she wants de man , an ' she take 
it an ' when she fixin ' yore food , she wipe roun ' yore plate wit dat cloth - j es '  
lak she wipin ' round de p lates , yo ' know , hand yo ' de plate an ' yo ' put yore food 
in dat an ' eat off  dat plate , yo '  know , yo ' ll go right fo ' dat woman . 

Take dat dishcloth agin an ' set it  right in heah [ demonstrates ] .  
(In the left elbow of  the arm . )  
Rub in dere till it git  hot , [ then ] put in dere in undah his arm • • •  an ' go tuh 

mockin ' him by it - j es '  lak it  me . 
I f  a pusson t ake yore nature now , yo ' take dis cloth an ' g it it  b ack .  Yo ' go 

to a pusson hous e who yo ' supers ti tion of an '  s teal dere dishcloth an '  tote it in 
yore pocket fo ' nine days , an ' yore nature will come back to yo ' , see . 

(Jus t carry the dishrag . That all you do? ) 
Jes ' wipe yo ' self every mawnin ' yo ' git up - wipe yo ' self up nine times an ' 

carry it in yore pocket . 
(Then , what do you do after the nine days are up ? )  
Well , yo ' t ake i t  an ' throw i t  'way . 
Well , yo ' could git chew nine aigs , nine red onions , nine pinch of  salt , nine 

pinch o f  black pepp ah an '  nine pinch of lard , an ' cook one dem every day fo ' nine 
days ; cook de one onion wit de peppah an ' sal t  in it , eat de aig , an ' de grease , 
yo ' know , rub in de han ' s  an ' rub yo ' self up - always up to yore navel , nine 
times . Do dat every day . An '  go to de s to '  an '  s teal a red onion from any s to ' , 
an ' dem nine days up , yore nature will be  back to yo ' .  

(These onions you us e - you have to s teal those onions ? )  
De onions you use , .!!£_; see , yo ' go dere t o  buy somepin - buy somepin an ' � 

stick one in yore pocket without paying fo ' it , yo ' know . 
(What do you do with tha t red onion you steal? ) 
Tote it in yore pocket until it  wear out . 
Ah takes me a black hen aig an '  wri te de man name on i t  nine times , write de 
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woman name nine times ; yo ' know how tuh write ' em - vice versy [demons trates ] .  
(You write the man ' s  name around the egg like that . Then how do you write 

the woman ' s ? )  
Dataway . 
(Right over it  or across it? ) 
Write it right ovah it . Do lak [demons trates ] an ' put de le ttah "J" on each 

name . Den on de small end [ demonst rates ] .  Ah s ay ,  "Break ' em  up , In de Name o f  
d e  Fathe r ,  Name of d e  Son , b reak ' em  up , Name o f  de Holy Ghos t . "  

(This will b reak them up , after you make the circles around the small end? ) 
Oat ' s  right , an ' ah b roke de aig at dere house . I f  ah can ' t b roke at de 

hous e , ah b roke it  on top of de house or ' g ins t de hous e  - right on where dey 
stay . 

(That will part  them . )  
Ah go to a wicked man grave and git three pinches of  dirt ; one from de head , 

one off de ches t  an '  one off de feet . 
(That is , one f rom each place . ) 
Yes . An ' tell ' em  whut ah want dem tub do when ah g it it . Git some dog an '  

cat hair an '  mix ' em  togethah , an ' ah throw it  - if ah can ' t  throw it at de 
pusson ' s  do ' , ah throw it on top of  de house . An '  dem pussons will make up a 
fuss lak yo ' dog an ' cat at each othah . 

All right . Ah goes  an ' write dere name on a pie ce of papah - de woman an ' de 
man name , vice aversa , crossin ' ' em  [ demons trates ] .  

(Jus t once . )  
One time . 
(Write the man ' s  name one way and the woman ' s  b ack over it  the other way . )  
Oat ' s  right . An '  put a "J " on de name an ' put dog an ' cat hair in it an ' 

carry i t  right where yo ' know a wicked man ' s  grave . Dat will b re ak ' em  up ,  
too , yo ' know , ' cause sometime yo ' c an ' t  g i t  to de house wit i t  to do it to 
' em .  Jes ' wrote dere name down dere - write dere name . 

An ' den agin , though , yo ' kin write de name on a p iece of  papah ten times . 
(How do you do that? ) 
Vice a-versy . 
(You mean each one ten times or each one five? )  
Each one t en t imes . 
(The man ' s  name and the woman ' s  name? ) 
Yeah , each one ten time . 
Den use some dog an '  cat hair an ' g it some gPaveyard diPt from a wicked man 

grave . Ah git me three shell an ' ah take de shot out o f  de shell , an ' put dat 
gPaveyaPd diPt in dere an '  put de wads back in each one of de shell . And den de 
s ign - where de pus son s tay - de direct ion dat ah goin ' tuh shoot dat gun , dat de 
dire ction where dey stay at - b reak ' em up , j es '  de direction where dey is . 

I f  yo '  go out in de count ry now - a person in town heah - he livin ' in dis 
town heah ,  yo ' see . Yo ' point de gun in dis direction . Bre ak ' em  up , yes suh . 

Well , she kin take her b loomahs off  an ' she go  hang ' em ovah de haid o f  de 
bed . He ' ll stay as leep sound till she come back .  She go anywhere ' s  she wants 
to , but she sure gotta come back dere because he go in '  tub lose on de j ob if she 
don ' t  - he won ' t wake up till she come back . 

• oen agin , she kin take his left-footed shoe an ' put it in a b as in o f watah an ' 
set it  ' neat ' de b ed where he sleepin ' - right dere an ' he ' ll nevah wake up . 
He ' ll stay right dere an ' dream all night long till nex ' mawnin ' . 

( She takes the le ft-footed shoe and puts  it under his head , for him to s leep 
on while she is gone . ) 

An '  den agin , she go an '  t ake his shoes an '  go on de outside of de do ' an ' put 
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' em j es '  down lak dat [ demons t rates ] - �. goin ' out . He ' ll s tay right dere an ' 
he won ' t  go nowhe res t ill she come b ack. 

(He s t ays as leep . How does she put them agains t the door , now? ) 
[ I  ask him to redemons trat e . ] 
Jes ' lak he got ' em  on - s t an '  ' em  lak dat . See , go outs ide an '  put dis way , 

lak dat . 
(Turn them up and put the soles ag ains t the house . )  

Yeah , dat ' s righ t - de ,. toe up an ' de heel down . 
(Tha t wi ll keep him asleep ? )  

Yes s ir . 
I f  she in de hous e , she kin keep someone out de same way .  
Now , she go t a sweetheart in de house , yo ' know , an ' she don ' t  want her bus

b an '  tub c ome . Well , s ee ,  de first thing he pull o ff hi s  shoe an ' make h im put 
his shoe b ehin ' de do ' lak dat . 

(Make who [ pull o f f  shoe ] ? )  
Her sweetheart - j es '  both o f  ' em ,  b ehin '  de do ' . 
(And does she point them any way , or does she j us t  set them up behind the 

door? ) ·
set ' em  up lak dat beh in ' de do ' - agains t de do ' ,  de closed do ' . [ He 

demons trates . ]  
(With the heels down and the toes up . )  
Now , when dey g i t  up , put all dey clothes on fus t . Be sure g i t  every thing 

yo ' put on , ' caus e de time yo ' move ' em  dat man come - i f  he come dere , dey ho l '  
him o f f . But put on al l de othah clo thes fus t - de shoes de las ' thing yo ' put 
on , ' caus e  he comin ' den . 

Yo '  g i t  de dog when dey proudin ' .  Now , i f  yo ' want a s ave de woman , yo ' could 
kill a male dog ; yo ' want save de man ,  yo ' kill de b i t ch ,  yo ' know . Yo ' g it dat 
li vah an ' yo ' dry 1 em good - dey powdah ' em up , yo 1 know . An '  yo ' buy some li vah 
an ' cook dat - yo ' cook it wit de powdah ovah i t . Now , yo ' mus t not have an 
interco ' s e wit de ind ividual whut yo ' g ive i t  to , ' cause de individual whut fix 
dat will be in t roub le - so keep ' way from ' em .  Dey ' ll have ' em den s o  dey b e  
hitched , yo ' know ,  toge thah j es '  lak two dog s . 

Yes , yo ' kin g it ' em  ' part . Now , here ' s way yo ' g it dem apart . Yo ' goes an ' 
g it a wel l  watah and throw i t  ' tween de individuals - b etween ' em , an '  yo ' kin 
g it ' em ap art . 

Den s ometime dat don ' t  g i t  ' em apart . Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' dis but it ' s  s omepin 
ah don ' t  tell peoples . Ah see ' em  heah ' b out twenty yeahs ago , a white man an ' 
a colored woman , an '  his wi fe do dis yo ' know . An '  a whi te doctah try tuh un
loos e h im . An '  one do ctah ah tole ' bou t it - he ' s daid now . Yo ' j es '  do a 
coup le o f  thing . Yo ' git chew a needle an ' all dem do ctahs an '  dem dere in de 
room have tub go out an ' only one doctah be in dere , and yo ' t ell ' em ,  s ay ,  '�o ' 
go s ee whut dem othah peop le doin ' . "  Yo ' have de needle an ' j es '  touch de b ot tom 
o f  de foot lak dat - right on de b o t t om  o f  de feet , de le ft fee t . An '  yo ' touch 
da t ,  dat cord b re ak loos e right away . S imp le thing . 

(Get them apart at once ? ) 
Righ t away .  
(You s ay tha t actually happened eight een or twenty years ago ? ) 

Yes . . . .  • 
Den yo ' could take a left- footed shoe an '  git de dus t outa dere , or sweat on 

de band [ o f  a hat ] , an '  put i t  on de snai l an '  carry i t  in dey pocket . Dat ' ll 
take dat feelin ' ' way fo ' anybo dy e ls e ,  man or woman . 

(You t ake that out o f  their shoe , put the snail with i t  and carry i t . �h at 
will take that feeling away ? You mean thei r nature or their ? ) 
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Nat;£aoe . 
Take de nature o f  a man - measure him from de head t o  de shoulder , from his 

shoulders to de waist , from his waist to his knee , from de knee to de ankle , an '  
de ankle down to de feet . Dat ' s de measure o f  ' em - de leng th . Yo ' t ake de bow 
outa dere hat an ' wrap dat measure round it  good - his measure , good . See , wrap 
to ' em .  An '  take it  an ' wear it  inside of her garments . Dat man wi ll go ovah
b o ' d  fo ' her . Anything she do ' s ,  she kin fool him , ' cause de man ' s  han ' s  tied 
hog-t ied an '  he can' t go nowheres .  He gotta tuh follow yo ' ain ' t he - hog-tied . 

Yo '  take de b ow out of a man ' s  hat an ' yo ' kin take it  an '  kin run him crazy 
with it - dat same b ow - an '  git a piece off a head-s tick from de graveyard , an ' 
put fo ' p iece of  devi l ' s-shoes tring wit it , yo ' see . An ' den tie a cord round it  
an'  go  down to a s tream of watah an ' d:r>op a peg down ,  an ' tie i t  dere , where dat 
bow an ' dat peg will be ' neat ' de watah an '  de watah runnin ' - it ' ll b e  floatin ' 
lak [ demons trates ] . De man will go out his mind de s ame way . 

(That package will be  floating up and down like that . )  
Up an ' down j es '  lak dat wit dat watah runnin ' ,  yo ' see - gotta be pullin ' 

j es '  lak dat on dere mind .  
(That will take his mind away from him . )  
An '  when de tide go low down , he ' ll come calm ; when de tide comin ' up , he ' ll 

go ragin ' . 
Well , any poison insect will do dat . Yo ' take an ' go in de woods an '  g it de 

dust o f  any kin ' of poison insect an '  put it in de b and of de hat , chew know , or 
anything whut dey wear or put it on dey pillah or some - see , when dey come out 
an '  go by de windah s ometime an ' dey put dey ' nitials - j es ' cut ' em - dey walk 
dere an ' it  j es '  git in dey eye an ' blind ' em .  Git any inse ct , yo ' see - git de 
haid , yo ' know , an ' parch ' em  by de fire an '  git ' em  into powdah , an '  use dat 
dus t .  

An ' yo '  use de dus t o f  a rattlesnake rattle , too , yo ' know - i t  all de same . 
Any poison insect ,  yo ' know , will do dat , yo ' know . 

Yo ' kin take b it ch milk an ' do dat wit - make a powdah . 
Yo ' kin take a frog an '  yo ' kin boil it  down low an ' put any kinda perfume wit 

dat frog grease , yo ' know , an ' run yore han ' s  round lak on yore head - clean de 
head - of de toadjrog . Yo ' fry him or b oil h im ,  either one , an '  grease  yore hair 
wit it . Dat give it a high s cent ,  yo ' know , i f  yo ' mix any kinda perfume wit it 
an '  rub in yore han ' , rub it up on yore head . Yore hair will come , chew know . 

A lookin ' glass - yo '  takes de John de Conker , yo ' takes de Eve-an '-Adam , an ' 
yo ' take de dragon ' s  blood , an ' dig on de right-hand side of de house as yo ' come 
through de hous e .  Dig a hole that deep an ' den put a penny at each corner o f  dat 
g lass - to each corner of dat glass an ' put dem all right roun ' dere right at de 
eve [eave s ]  o f  de house  where de watah fall off when it rain , an '  make yore wish . 
Do dat on de day of de young moon ,  an '  as de month go round yore luck b egin tub 
come back to yo ' .  

(Bring b ack yore luck . ) 
Yo ' take a pinch o f  salt an '  a pinch o f  sulphur and put in de watah dat yo ' 

wash yore face an ' han '  in , ever ' day fo '  nine days . Dem nine days up , yore luck 
will b e  b ack to yo ' • 

�ake either one - de man or de woman - either one . 
(The sock or  the stocking . )  
See , yo ' don ' t  care about de top of ' em ,  yo ' want de bottom .  An ! yo ' put nine 

needles an '  nine pin an '  nine nail in ' em  an '  turn ' em up to yuh , an ' hide ' em  
ins ide de bed or in a secret place in yore house or at de s t ep .  Dat will make 
de person s tick good wit you . 

Dat person go out dere ' gin an ' dey will take de sock an ' three files , small 
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files , an '  wrop ' em roun ' dat file , yo ' know . Den dey bury ' em  undahneat ' de 
s tep or anywhere round de step dere where yo ' kin . Don ' t  care where de pus son 
go , dey gotta come back an ' dey goin ' s tick by yo ' . 

Take de sock agin an ' draw de pusson co ffin in de front of  yore do ' an ' put 
dem in de three files , an ' make a hole down dere an ' b ury dem . Dey go tta come 
ovah it to come in dere . Dey goin '  st ick by yo ' .  No mattah where dey might go , 
dey hang right dere - can ' t go nowheres , dey stick by yo ' .  

Den , yo ' take de sock an '  put i t  in a bottle wit some whiskey . Well , now , yo ' 
go to a graveyard an '  throw it to a grave of  a pusson who yo ' know , an ' tell ' em 
whut chew want - yo ' want a person do . Dat make a person come to yo ' ,  yo ' know . 

(Why do you put that whiskey in the bottle? ) 
Because it ' s  spirits - �' spirit like whiskey , yo ' know . Yo ' put it to dat 

grave of dat person , yo ' pay ' em - dey gotta drink dat an '  it hold de person 
spirit , an ' yo ' tell de spirit what chew want tuh do . 

I f  yo ' canno t use de whiskey , use salt - it will be  all de s ame .  
Dey take an ' dey go to a dead person an '  dey pull out de tooth ,  yo ' know ; an ' 

dey go to de tip end of  dey tooth , yo ' know -
(The end of  the roo t ? )  
An '  dey burn dat an ' make a powdah . Well , yo ' go t o  dat individual , yo ' see , 

an ' yo '  offers him some chewing gum or some candy , anything dey usually use , an ' 
us e dat , see . Den dat go right down to dere tooth an ' cause de tooth to come 
out - dey come out one by one , dey ' ll come down wit neuralgia . 

Dey ' 11 take dere monthly piece an ' git a quart j ar an ' put dat monthly piece 
down in dere wit nine needles , nine pins an '  nine nails , an ' call her name every 
time . Den write her name on a piece o f  papah nine times . Yo ' put all of  ' em in 
dat j ar yo ' know , an ' put watah in dere , an ' yo ' buries it in a grave seven 
inches deep , an ' tell it whut chew want . An '  dat pusson will j es ' pine - pine 
CIJJ)ay until dey die . 

De next thing yo ' do wit it . Yo ' take an ' fold it  up , yo '  know , good - de 
cloth an '  fold it up an '  bury it  to de end of de house [ eaves ] where de rain 
fall . Dat will make ' em s tay home an '  be feeb le all de time - feeble all de 
time , all de time . 

Yo ' kin take de montly clo th an '  carry it an ' bury it undah de horse-trough in 
de stab le or carry it  an '  put it in a sweet gum [ tree ] in de heart of  de woods . 
Dat will run ' em  crazy , yo ' know . Dey have bearin ' -dOIJJn pains an '  no doc tor 
couldn ' t do ' em no good . 

Go to de sundown side of  a tree - always use de sycamore tree or de cypress 
� or a oak tree , but us e de tree dat nearest  yore convenience . Bo ' a hole in 
dere yo ' know . Den , yo ' have some individual yo ' want do somepin to ' em in a 
piece of  garment or somethin ' ,  or in dey name , wit some graveyarod dirt . Den make 
a peg an '  yo ' tap it  up inside of dat hole . Yo ' tap it  today . Go dere de next 
day an '  tap it . See , keep on till yo ' tap dere nine days . In nine days time de 
pusson will die an ' go crazy .  Now , i f  yo '  can ' t  g i t  nuthin dat belong t o  ' em , 
j es '  git dere name an ' some [ carcass ? ]  dirt [ surely something meaning human ex
crement ] ,  yo ' know . 

Go an '  git de stone grass [ ? ]  an ' take dey urinate , an '  dey g it some copper 
pipe an ' j es '  put it in dere , an '  dey stop de copper pipe up tight an ' put it in 
a dark place .• Yo ' lock dere bowels shure as yore bo ' n .  

[Looked bowels frequently means stopped urine ! I have discussed this confu-
sion elsewhere . ]  

{What does stone grass ordinarily do? Is it  a medicine? ) 
It ' s  a medicine . Oh , yes , dat ' s  a medicine . 
{What do they use that for? )  
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Yo ' take dat if  anyone su fferin ' - dey s topped wit dere wat ah ,  yo ' boil dat 
an '  give ' em dat to drink. 

[Stone grass = bladder-s tone grass , a remedy for s tones . ] 
(What will it do? )  
Dat wil l  stop his watah . 
(You mean that will unloos en it , i f  they s top his water ? )  
Dat ' ll tie o r  loose . I f  dey does stop de watah , dat will loos e ' em .  
(Well , are you stopping this person ' s  urinate now o r  are you s topping h is 

business with thi s  thing ? )  
S topping his business - yo ' know , locked bowels . 
Go to a willow tree an '  gi t  de limb from as near de top as yo ' kin - de limb 

dat push up . Den yo ' go  to a graveyard an ' dey go right down to de box about 
three t imes - call de person ' s  name . An '  yo ' could have a s ilk han ' chief an ' 
take dat s tick up an ' yo '  sweep dat dus t off  in han ' chief . 

Yo ' go to de co ' tho us e  an '  yo ' have dat han ' chief an '  any kinda perfume lak 
yo ' want tuh - yo ' s cents i t . Well , den yo ' t ake dat han ' chief - pull it out an ' 
wipe yo re face , an ' have dat s t ick lak yo ' walkin ' wi t it , yo ' s ee , in de co ' t
house . Well , ever ' body dere dey hol ' dere head down , yo ' see - hold dere head 
down an ' some of ' em will fall as leep . Dey do dat when de �uin ' man arguin ' 
' ginst  chew , an ' de people ain ' t  go tta hear him dat sleepin � Den after he 1 s 
argu '  den , yore case  will have to be argu ' den , when someone argu ' ,  yo ' go out 
wit de s ti ck to de s treet . Ever 'body gotta hear yore case  - hear yore people 
dat t alkin ' den , hear yore side , an '  ' cide in yore favo r .  Yo ' ll see de b right 
side . 

(That is  when they begin to argue for you , then you walk out with this stick 
and everybody wakes up . )  

Yo ' take on de day yo ' go to de co ' thous e an ' yo ' simply turn all yore clothes 
on de wrongs ide whut chew kin . Dat pers on wins de case . All yore clothe s yo ' 
turn on de wrongs ide - yore underwears yo ' turn wrongside , an '  carry some sal t 
an '  peppah in yore right-han ' pocket an '  whut pocket yo ' kin turn on de wrong
side , turn wrongside . De man couldn ' t  talk agains t yo ' .  

De next thing yo ' do , yo ' carry de name of Jesus in Jordan . Jesus was b ap
tized in Jordan ,  yo ' know . An' when Jesus was baptized in Jo rdan , de whole 
heaven was sever [severed = opened ] dat time an ' de Father spoke from heaven . 
An '  he went to Jordan dat mawnin ' - when he  went down dere whe re John b aptize 
him , see , be shore an' say ,  "Jesus , yo '  went to Jo rdan , Bh 'm goin '  ' fore de co ' t  
today , an '  ah want yo ' direct de min ' of de j ury an '  mah accusers . "  An '  carry a 
piece of devi l ' s-shoes tring wit yo ' - an ' chew it . Ever ' thing will be all right . 

(What did the Fathe r s ay to Jesus on the Jordan? ) 
"This is  mah belove Son . I am well pleased . Hear ye Him . "  An '  de people 

would have to he ar him ,  yo ' know . See , dat take affec '  on ever ' b ody ' cause 
ever ' body heard de Father spoke dat day , an ' dey heard Him too , yo ' know . 

Take dos e chip from de lightnin ' - a tree whut it struck , yo ' take dat an '  fix 
it wi t graveyaFd dirt an ' a s tee l fi Ze to make de lightnin ' s trike a person 
hous e .  

(You take a chip from that? ) 
� chip f rom dat , yes suh .  

(What do you do with that chip , altogether . )  
Take de chip , take a s tee Z fi Ze . Then yo ' take a chip o ffa three grave-s tick , 

de head [board ] - put dem togethah an '  b ury ' em  to de south part o f  de individual 
house . Yo ' take it up to de house as near as yo ' kin and throw it dere near as 
yo ' kin , yo ' see , where it will gi t  in a secre t p lace . Specially dey say it  
works mo '  in de summertime whi le dere thunder an ' lightnin ' - de lightnin ' will 
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struck de hous e ,  yo ' know . 
Den yo '  goin ' , if yo ' have a shoot in ' match some time - a b ulls-eye to shoo t at 

an ' mens goin ' t o  have dis bull [bulls-eye ] shoo t in ' . An ' dey have a p ie ce of 
s t i ck off dat t ree , where de ligh tnin ' s t ruck ,  b ehin ' de bulls eye , an ' no man 
could hit it - he was te so many [bulle t s ] an ' he woul dn ' t  hit i t . Yo ' could have 
a piece in yore pocke t an '  yo ' could hit it . Nob ody can ' t  hit it , yo ' know . 

A man who rob s , a rog ue , dey carries a piece o f  de t ree de ligh tnin ' s trike ; 
g i t  a p iece o f f  de t ree de lightnin ' s t rike an ' g raveyard head-s tick ,  an '  he 
carries it in a cros s - make a cross out o f  i t . An ' he carry it to a house an ' 
he goin ' throw it roun ' dere , an '  he go roun ' [ the hous e ]  in a circle an '  [make ] 
ever 'body b e  ' s lee� - wouldn ' t  wake up . 

( I f  he want s to s teal s omething - this rogue wants to s t eal s ome thing . )  
I f  he wanta s teal , he put i t  down dere an '  go on an '  g it what he want an '  he 

go an '  take it . Dey s t ay sleep till he done gone . 
We ll , dat lak de ole time us ed to b e  way b ack , yo ' know . In dose t ime dat 

way de wit ch used to t ravel in ant ique days - trave l dat way . An ' in dem days 
when dey used t o  travel dat way , dey used to call ' em in de hag form , yo ' know . 
Dey used to whip people an ' thing lak dat , chew know - de peop le us ed to fight 
each othah lak dat chew know . 

Dey go down at de fo ' k  o f  a road at three a ' clo ck in de mawnin ' , s ee , an ' dey 
calls de spirits yo ' know . Call de spirits dere - at de road . Well , s ome come -
some good an '  some evil , but yo ' have s ome salt an ' whiskey in a glas s , an ' de 
one dat come to you , den yo ' tell ' em  whut chew want ' em to do . Dey goin ' do it 
fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' have de salt an ' whiskey in a g las s . 

Now ,  s ome times if yo ' s cared , don ' t g o  t o  de fo ' k  of de road . Yo ' kin put it 
in yore own hous e , dey ' ll come to yo ' ,  yo ' s ee , an ' dey ' ll talk an ' tell yo ' 
whethe r  dey dat good or not - dey don ' t wanta do i t , dey ' ll tell yo ' .  Dat s alt 
an '  whiskey , yo ' feed dat to ' em .  After dey eat it , dey goin ' tell yo ' ,  yo ' 
know , ' cause dey like s alt an '  whiskey . 

Well , yo ' kin t ake - wri te chew a let tah . Yo ' wanta force dem t o  b ring i t  
[ s tolen article ? ] b ack , want ' em  come to yo ' . Yo ' take it an ' put on some watah 
an ' let it boil hot , an ' yo '  put dat lettah into dat watah - yore han ' wri tin ' .  

(You b oil what . )  
Yore han ' writ in ' , let it boil . In a short time dey ' ll b e  dere . 
(That ' s  j us t  one let ter that I wri te to somebo dy ? )  
Jes ' is yore han ' writ ing - wasn ' t  no let tah ' tall . 
(I would have to g o  to that pe rson at once , that bo iled my handwri ting . )  
Go to ' em .  
(You can take tha t handwriting again? ) 

Yes . Yo ' kin fold it to yo ' nine t imes an ' put it wit some o f  yore discharge , 
yo ' know , an ' carry it in yore pocke t or bury it in a secret place in yore house 
an '  dat person always wanta give yo ' a lending hand . 

(That is , i f  I wrote a letter to someb o dy ,  they would take my handwriting . 
And would they take my dis charge ? )  

Take their own one . 
Yo ' t ake a lettah an ' burn de fo ' corner o f  i t , an '  go out an '  git s ome .!!.!!!, 

from a b lack hors e t ai l  an ' b urn dat , an ' s ome gruveyaT'd dirt an '  d o g  an '  cat 
hair , an '  ki6 b reak up a pers on ' s  b us ines s - b reak up friendship to yo ' .  Yo ' 
have b ad luck . Ever ' thing make a failure . Ever ' thing dey put , dere han ' on will 
have a failure . Dey ' ll los e  ever ' thing dey have . 

Yo ' kin use de clothes o f  a dead pus son , i f  a pus s on die , i f  dey think some
body wit ch 1 em , j es ' t ake dey clothes an '  b ury it in de co ffin Mit dem . S ay dat 
turn it back on de pusson dat do it . 
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(Whose clothes do you bury in the coffin? ) 
De dead pusson clothes . 
(Wel l ,  don ' t  you bury them with their clothes on? )  
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Yes , but lis ten . Dey clothes whut dey wearin ' ,  dey fold ' em  dat tight - de 
ones dey die in , dey wear when dey dyin ' . 

(The clothing they died in , they put those in the co ffin? ) 
Yes suh , de one dey died in . 
(And that will turn the spell b ack on the person who put the spell on them? ) 
Dere yo ' are . 
An '  anothah thing yo ' do agin , yo ' take de watah dat chew wash ' em [ dead 

person ] in an '  put it  in a bottle wit nine needles - nine needles an '  nine pins . 
An '  yo ' put a s topper in dat bottle an ' t rim de s topper roun ' j es '  lak if yo ' 
trim a s topper to g rease a s aw ;  lak yo ' grease d e  s aw  yo '  know , trim de s topper 
dataway , an ' put it down in dere , in dat lit tle bo ttle an ' dat bo ttle gotta drip 
time aftah time t ill i t  all drip out . When dat bottle g it emp ty ,  de one who do 
it [killed the person by witchcraft ]  will die . 

(How do you fix a s topper to grease a saw? ) 
Jes ' put - cut a slit or a notch in de s topper , yo ' know , an '  den when yo ' put 

it in de bot tle ,  de watah [ in this case but oil when greasing a s aw]  will shoot 
out lak dat . 

(You mean it will trickle . )  
Dat ' s  de way dey fix de water in dat bot tle , when de pusson [murderer] can ' t  

be found . 
Anothah thing yo ' do agin on de same subj ect . Take a new b rand [brand-new] 

knife an '  put it in de [ dead ] pusson left han ' open an ' bury dem lak dat . Dat ' ll 
git de fellah fo ' ' em too . 

(What will that do? )  [Same subject ] is not enough - I want him to b e  
specific . ]  

Dat ' ll ketch de fellah who did it . 
(Who killed him? ) 
Yeah . 
Anothah custom of doin ' dat . Yo ' git a bot tle iodine - one ounce o f  iodine , 

nine needles , nine pins an ' nine drops of . b lack hen ' s  blood . Lak if somebody 
kill yore people or s omethin ' lak dat , yo ' j es '  put dem needle an ' pin in dat , 
he ad an '  tail [needles and pins alternately laid head to tai l ]  an ' call dere 
name . Git nine drops  of dat black hen ' s b lood an ' carry it an '  bury it wit de 
pusson name who dead - who dey killed - right dere . He will follow ' em .  

(Where do you bury that bot tle , now? ) 
Right in de grave of de pusson who got killed - who did it  [ "will follow 

' em" ] .  [This dropping half a thought , assuming that you unders tand , is often 
confus ing . ] 

(Right in the grave . )  
(What can you do to make a person come b ack and give himself up , if  he has 

killed someone? ) 

. ' cordin ' to whut dey all tole me tub do - j es '  set de pus son on dere face . 
(Bury him on his face ? )  
Jes ' turn him ovah on his face , yo ' know , ' fore dey bury him - h e  couldn ' t  

go , dey couldn ' t  go . 
(When you find the dead man , turn him over on his face and this fellow can ' t  

g o  away? ) 
No suh , he can ' t  go . 
Den agin de people always keep de needles whut dey make shrouds fo ' peop le who 

died . Jes ' s tick dat needle whut dey make shrouds wit an '  draw it through dat 
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dead man clothe s . He couldn ' t  go neither . 
(Jus t draw that needle by itself ? )  
Through dey clothes an '  dey call de man name who did i t - h e  couldn ' t  go . 
(The man who killed him . )  
Couldn ' t g it away . 
(Well , suppose that this fellow wants to get away , is there anything he can 

do to get away so that the dogs can ' t track [him ]  or anything of  that sort ? )  
Oh ,  ye ah . Yo ' take a s imple thing as turpentine an ' rub on de bottom o f  yore 

fee t . No dog would track him . 
Or yo ' go through - take a man who raise cattle or cows ; j es ' take cow manure 

an ' put it on de bot tom of yore feet , dey couldn ' t  track yo ' an ' no dog couldn ' t  
track yo ' .  

An ' den ag in , yo ' take ammonia an ' put on de bot tom o f  yore shoe ,  de dog 
couldn ' t  t rack yo ' .  

Yo ' go to de g raveyard an '  yo ' walk roun ' de g rave three times an ' change de 
head an ' foot-s ti ck ,  an ' git  some dirt an '  put in each one yore pocke t , an '  go 
back an ' go  'bout chure bus iness .  De [ dey ] fo ' git ab out chew. 

(You say they do that i f  they committed s ome crime? They wouldn ' t  hunt you 
or anything of that sort? ) 

Yes suh - j es ' make it  agreeab le .  Go roun ' dat grave [ o f  the person you 
killed] three time an ' whut de person name , call dere name . If  yo ' don ' t know 
dere name , call on de dead , an ' g it some dirt out dat g rave near de foot , den 
put it in yore pocket an ' go on away . Dey ' ll s top huntin ' yo ' .  

Yo ' kin take a rough toadfrog an ' take s ome dragon ' s  b lood an ' take a lit tle 
of John de Conker. All right . An '  ah go to a bus inessman grave whut dead . 

(You go to the grave o f  a man who has b een in bus ines s , selling things . All 
right . )  

Den ah g o  dere at twelve a ' clo ck in de day o r  twelve in de night . Ah 'm goin '  
tuh talk t o  him . Den ah go down elbow deep an ' g i t  three pinch of dirt , "In de 
Name of de Father , Son an ' Holy Ghost . "  Ah put dat dere an '  ah git a piece o f  
shammy cloth an ' ah sew dat all up in dat , chew know , an ' ah carry dat in mah 
lef t-han ' pocke t . An '  ah go  roun ' to de  game an ' any triaks roun ' dere , dey 
can ' t  work . Yo ' ll be lucky , yo '  know , ' cause a g ame  ain ' t  nuthin mo ' gen ' a ' ly 
but triaks , yo ' know ; but dat broke dose triaks , yo ' ll be  lucky . 

Well , dey kin use de merc ' ry  or quicks ilvah , an '  use de lodestone , an ' den 
dey use de s tone out dese shads - [ stone from] fish head of de shad fish - to
gethah , mix up wit [merc ' ry  and lodes tone ] . Dey carry dat . Dat lucky too , yo ' 
know - dat ' s  good in gambling ,  de shad fish . [See marg in title FISHHEAD ROCK ,  
p . 552 f . ] 

Yes , lodes tone is good to keep away evil an ' if  a evil spirit follow a person . 
De [ they ] g ood to keep 'way eve r ' thing if evil spirit be round yore house - keep 
a lodestone dere an ' dat wi ll keep ' em  away . 

But den dere diff ' rent kind of lodes tone , though . De one yo ' git out de eagle 
nes t is de bes t ,  yo ' know , or de one yo ' g it out de raven haid . 

(Well , how do they get that out o f  the eagle ' s  nes t ? ) 
Well , men who be  roun ' de mountings yo ' s ee , de mountin ' ranges , dey ketch dem 

lak dat .  Well ,  yo ' s ee de eagle , yo ' know - dey watch to s ee de eag le go , dey 
have men on p�s ts .  Dat eagle go , dey leave a s tone in dey nest yo ' know . Yo ' 
got ta be  very shrewd to git  it  yo ' know . Dey have men dere wit a gun to shoot 
' em  so dey kin git away wit it - gotta git  it . 

Now , to g it a stone dat as good as de one whut be.  in de eagle nes t , yo ' go to 
a raven nes t . Well , dey ain ' t hard tub git . De hardest  thing is to find de 
raven - where he live . Yo ' go to his nes t wit dose young ones - when dey 
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[nestlings ] leaves , dey always leave a lit t le st one in dere . Yo ' take dat stone 
out . I f  yo ' go to a ne st  wit de aigs in de nes t , yo ' know , yo ' took one aig out 
de nes t an ' carry it home an '  cook ' em ;  den mark de aig whut yo ' cook , yo ' know . 
Den put de aig b ack dere . When dey go to dat nest , dey go an ' cross de sea an ' 
will  git a s tone de shape of dat aig an ' put in dere an ' dat make de aig raw 
agin . Now , in order to know de diff ' rent aig whut he b rought , de two you leave 
dere , yo ' mark dem . An '  dis white s tone whut he got , it look j es ' lak a aig -
de one ain ' t  marked , dat de one to t ake , ' cause dat ' s  de one he b ring across de 
sea .  An '  dat ' s  fines ' [ thing ] in de worl ' fo ' gamb lin ' ,  too , yo ' know . Yo ' j es '  
kin take de money from de people . Dey ' ll go  an '  spend de las t money dey made an '  
dey ' ll g o  b ack an ' g it mo ' ,  yo ' know . 

Yo ' go to a beggar grave [my only example? ] ,  go down - yo ' carry ' im 30 cents 
an ' yo ' git a piece of dir t from de haid , ches t an ' foo t [ three places ] . Den yo ' 
take a halfa dollah an '  git three needles , make a cross wit it , j es '  lak yo ' die , 
like a coffin . 

(Like a cof fin - you cross those three needles on that dirt? ) 
You cross dose three needles on dere . Den yo ' git  chew a red thread an '  wrop 

de needle roun ' dere good yo ' see . Take a piece of shammy cloth an '  put dat all 
in dere an '  put dat dirt in dere , an '  carry it wit chew . Den yo ' goin ' be suc
cess ful . 

( In gambling . ) 
Well , yo ' see , yo ' needles - to g it ' em j es '  at - sell fo ' 50 cent s , yo ' know , 

dem short needles , yo ' know . [ You b uy the needles for a few cents each and sell 
them for 50 cent s each . ] Keep it roun ' dere good - dat graveyard dirt - an ' yo ' 
be  success ful ,  yo ' know . 

Firs t ,  yo ' g i ts a j asmine vine an ' boil it , an '  put some oil o f  cinnamon in 
it , an ' den have it b oilin '  yo '  know , den s top it shet , an ' j es '  sprinkle it 
roun ' yore place where dey goin ' come in . Sprinkle it  round yore place . Dat 
will b ring a crowd . 

An ' now , if yo ' can ' t  g it de j asmine vine , git  de oil o f  cinnamon an ' oil of  
sweet fennel ,  an ' put dem in a quart bottle an ' place dem in watah . Shet de 
s toppah , yo ' know , an '  j es '  keep i t  roun ' yore place . Yo ' won ' t  have siak Ly 
aus tamers - yo '  won ' t  have no siak Zy austomers [poor spenders or those witl1out 
money ] . 

Den ag in, yo ' kin go s crub yore place . Take a little sulphur an '  cinnamon an ' 
put in de watah - j es '  s crub de p lace wit it , yo ' know , lak ah mop de place . Yo ' 
wouldn ' t  have siakZy austamers . 

De mo ' men [busines s competitors ]  in de neighborhood havin ' spe lls roun ' yore 
place dat will run de cus tomers off  - dat will him ,  b ring dem b ack . Turns off 
whut put tin ' spell round yore place to run yore cus tomers off , yo ' know . That 
will b ring ' em b ack ,  too , yo ' know . [ The more spells competitors put about your 
place , the more cus tomers you wil l  have . ]  

Anothah thing yo ' kin do ,  yo ' kin burn a litt le bit  of sulphur in yore place 
in de mawnin ' when yo ' git  up . Dat ' ll b ring ' em . 

(That will bring cus tomers ? ) 
Yessuh . 
Yo ' gits dragon ' s  blood , yo ' gits  flaxs eed , an '  g it some camphor ,  an ' git some 

s alt an ' white ho ' se manure , an ' yo ' goes an ' gits a little gravey� dust from 
�oot o f  de grave . Mix all of  dos e togethah an ' keep ' em in a cup or s omethin ' 
nearby yore place , an ' ever ' once in a whi le j es '  sprinkle a lit t le b i t  around 
yore place dere - sprinkle it roun ' yore place . 

( Sprinkle it around the whole house? ) 
An '  dey ' ll pass on by , dey won ' t  bother yo ' none . 
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(The police won ' t  bother you? ) 
No . 
Right in dis town , when ah came heah , de folks across on de s treet dere wus 

sellin ' whiskey , an '  de dog runnin ' all de time . Said dey fix de p lace up . 
[ Someone had put a spell on the house . ]  Ah tell ' em ah fix it mahself . [ In
formant told owners he would remove spell . ] An '  de people turn her out an ' de 
dog went hunt [ ing ] for de place , hunt all ovah , an ' he ain ' t  find ' er - go in 
othah houses , huntin ' ' er .  She say ,  "Dis ain ' t  de house heah ,  dey give yo ' de 
wrong numb ah . "  Ain ' t goin ' dere . She ' ll keep him off , yo ' know . 

[ The dog as well as the hous e had been fixed ! As soon as the dog found her ,  
she said t o  the dog - actually to the spirit fixed in the dog and causing the 
runnin '-at l-de- time spell - "Dis ain ' t  de house here • • • •  " In this manner she 
triaked the spirit b ut not the natural dog . Here , in an older day would have 
been the beg inning of  a folktale - Why some dogs are t ramps . ]  

(Who would turn them in? Their own people around the neighborhood would tell 
on people like that ? )  

Yessuh . I t  known to eve r ' body .  
(This is fo r a lawsuit ? )  
Yeah . Yo ' find sometime a bush heah an ' one dere an ' one dere - an '  find two 

togethah . Yo ' bind dem two togethah an ' yo ' ring ' em  round , an ' call yore ' cuser 
[accuser ] name an ' broke it down - don ' t cut it , b roke it down , an ' put a pinch 
of salt down dere yo ' know , an ' s tomp on dat hickory bush an ' call to ' em , "Sit  
down an ' hush his  mouf ' • 1 1  See , yo 1 b roke ' em  down . 

( The prosecuting at torney . )  
Yo ' call de prosecutor , yeah . 
( In a lawsuit . )  
Den agin , ' fore yo ' leave in de mawnin ' yo ' take some salt in yore han ' an ' 

throw it in de direction where de prosecutor is , says , "True i t  is , dat Lot ' s  
wife looked b ack an ' turned to a pillah o f  s alt - ah 'm drive all mah persecutors 
back . "  

In de lawsui t . 
Den agin , yo ' go an ' takes a dirt dauber nes t  an ' love powdahs , a litt le bit  

of  salt an ' dark peppah , an ' mix dem togethah , an ' yo ' must git  in anywhere where 
de g rand j ury goin ' tub walk by - jes ' sprinkle it  as dey goin ' walk by .  De idea 
is - I GEN 1 ALLY APPEARS IN DE CROWD YO ' KNOW IN DE CO ' T ,  chew know . Don ' t  go in 
de j uryroom , yo '  know . When dey clean up . [ they ] sweep it right in de bucket .  

Yo ' see , dey ' ll throw de case out . Dey won ' t s tudy ' b out it  no mo ' .  Yo ' know 
why? Because when dirt daubers leave dere nes t  dey don ' t  go b ack dere no mo ' -
dey don ' t go back no mo ' . When de young ones leave out dere , dey won ' t  go agin . 

(You say you would be in the crowd in the court and j us t  sprinkle i t  around in 
the courtroom? ) 

Yes sir . 
Dey use dirt daub er nes t  an ' Eve-an '-Adam an '  dragon ' s  b lood an ' mix dat all 

up togethah and give dat all to a woman for her mens - yo ' know , love . 
Take dirt dauber nes t , dragon b lood , Eve-an ' -Adam an '  sew it up togethah in a 

cloth . See , dat will put yo '  undah her fancy - she carry i t on her person . De 
mens will st•ck by dem , lak dem dirt daubers s tick by dey young one . Yo ' see , 
yo ' won ' t mess dese young ones in ' em fo ' love , yo 1 know . See . All dos e -
either one , it be all de same - git ' em wit de young ones in ' em ,  or where de 
dauber go off , use de empty ones . Make love stick when dey use ' em  wit de young 
ones in ' em .  

Use dat s tuff  wit tea or somethin ' ,  yo ' know . Dey use a little Zove powdah 
an '  de hair from dere sexual organ , dey burn dat chew know , an ' mix wit some milk 
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dat dey might want to serve yo ' sometime , or  a bot tle of  soft drink sometime . 
She have dat put in dere yo ' know . 

(This woman in the bus iness - to hold the men that she has coming ? )  
Dat hold ' em ,  too , yo ' know. 
Goofer dUs t is graveyard dus t an ' any dust from a poison insect mixed to

gethah . [ For goofer dus t ,  see pp . 222-227 . ]  
Yo '  take de devil ' s-shoes tring an '  John de Conker an ' dat Eve-an '-Adam , an ' 

us e de S t . John root an ' s ome John Peace . 
(What is that ? )  
John Peace is a root  dat g rows up in woods , dat _ grows up lak a garlic an ' it 

grow in a line lak dat . An '  dat root down dere j es '  about big as a s traw on de 
bottom. Dat make anybody line up wit yo ' [be  on your side ] . Have a pe rfume on 
dat an ' yo ' leave home , yo ' s ee , rub it in yore han ' lak dat , rub it on ovah an '  
carry it in yore pocke t . Git to de boss an ' talk wit ' im an '  yo ' go to ' im  in a 
time when he ' s  not busy . An '  have a piece o f  devil ' s-shoestring in de mout ' an ' 
look ' im  right in de eye an ' t alk wit ' im .  He do anythin ' fo ' yo ' dat he could . 
He do anythin ' fo ' yo ' . Spits all de John Peace wit yo ' . [ Chew and spit . ]  

Git chew a fresh aig , an '  all dose dat gain ' ' tack [ at tack ] yo ' ,  write dey 
name on dat aig . Den write chure wish right on dat aig [demonstrates ] .  

( Cro s s  like that - cros s  it . )  
Ye-as • .  Den put three ring [ circles ] on de sharp end , ·�ame de Father , Name 

de Son an ' Name de Holy Ghost , "  an '  go underneat ' yore house - underneat ' de 
house j es ' lak heah , underneat '  heah - an '  yo ' bury it down in dere . [Mos t small 
houses in the lowlands s t and on s t ilts or piers a foot or more aboveground . Ac
co rding to my infurmant I was interviewing in such a hous e . ]  Well , somet ime 
people dat don ' t  use dere fireplace - yo ' kin bury it right in dere . I t  will 
be all de same - bury it in de hearth . Den j es '  do de s ame thing wit de ' nothah 
� - dey b ury it to de right side of de hous e where yo '  s tay .  Yo ' ll b e  s tayin ' 
at de house . Put a penny to de top and a penny to de bottom - a penny to de top 
in de hole an ' put de aig on top o f  it , an ' put dirt dere on de aig , an ' put de 
penny on top an ' cover it up . An '  dey do anything - anything in yore favor . 

(You ' ll s tay there , if they are trying to hold you there . )  
Yessuh . 
(And you bury that under the side of the house or at the front ? )  
One at de front dere an '  one in de chfmley underneat ' de house . See , under

neat ' de house - yo '  got ta hollow in dere underneat ' de chimley , yo ' know , an '  
bury it . 

Fus t , yo ' g it whiskey an ' ket ch a live eel an ' put dat whiskey in s ome thin ' 
an '  hol ' dat eel by his haid an '  put him by de tail down in dat whiskey - �  
know , let his tail crawl all roun ' in dat whiskey . [THIS I S  A THEORETICIAN 
TALKING ! ]  Den put dat whiskey in somepin an '  give to ' em  tuh drink. An '  dey 
drink dat whiskey dey git  s ick yo '  know . An '  after he git sick , put it  dere 
aside an ' it git time agin , put it  in an ' g ive to ' em agin - dey cont in ' lly git 
s ick . I t ' ll turn agin him , yo ' know - turn whiskey ' gins t ' im [ t ] . 

(You let the live eel wiggle his tail right in that whiskey . )  
Yah , live eel wigg le his tail in de whiskey . I t  must be a live eel , yo ' 

know - wigg le his tail right in dat whiskey . 
•nen agin , [you] heah of dos e  minnow feesh? Take ' em  an '  put ' em in whiskey 

' live - let ' em die in dere . Den po ' de whiskey o f f  an '  let a pus son drink it . 
It  make dem si ck an '  turn ' em ' gins t whiskey , too ; yo ' know . See , whiskey is 
' ginst dem , yo ' s ee .  

Take a tin plate , if a friend or a wife or sweetheart leave yo ' ,  yo ' write de 
85th Psalm on dat plate wit de pusson name an '  put in a secret place in de house 
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an '  read de 85th Psalm an ' de pusson will come b ack . 
Den agin , yo ' take a fo ' k  [ fork] an '  yo ' take a pusson who is ag ins t yo ' an ' 

write  dere � on a piece o f  papah three t imes , an '  carry it  an ' s tick it right 
in a grave . Dat hol ' ' em  down . 

(How do you stick it down in the grave ? ) 
Jes ' put de papah in dere yo '  know , be tween [ the tines o f ]  de fo 'k - yo ' j es ' 

s t ick it righ t  on down in de grave , yo ' know , an ' make yore wish . See , yo ' got ta 
use yore wishes yo ' know . 

Den take a kni fe de same , i f  a puss on kill any yore people . Yo ' take a �  
bran '  [bran ' -new] knife , after dey put de pusson in de casket [ coffin] an ' put 
dat knife in dere han ' open [ open hand ] . Give him right b ad luck de balance of  
his days , ' speci ' lly i f  dat pusson g o on an ' run away . 

Den , yo '  take a s cissors an ' yo ' go to a grave , if  yo ' wanta put a spell on a 
pusson . Yo '  carry it to a grave an '  let it s tay dere fo ' three days , an ' b ring 
it back . Put i t  in piece of new papah [making it look like a recently purchas ed 
article ] an ' throw it anywhere where dat pus son will find it . Dey think dey 
find in ' a new scissors , unders tan ' . I f  dey happen do dat , it b ad luck - dere 
be a spell on ' em .  Speci ' lly people do dat wi t dressmaker , yo ' know , when dey 
wanta kill dere trade ; S ee .  

I f  a pus son come to yore house to s teal , yo ' know , yo ' locate de do ' where dey 
come through . Well , we goes now an ' take a chip of de sill o f  our do ' . Den he 
take it to de wagon , an ' he ' ll take it [a wheel ]  off yo ' know , an ' put dat chip 
in dere an ' turn it an ' us e de name o f  de [ something ? ] . Den dat thief wi ll come 
back dere an ' bring dat s to len goods back , yo ' know . 

Den , sometime a man doin ' busines s ,  yo ' take his name wit some gPaveyard dirt 
an ' put it in dat wagon wheel , yo ' know , de wag on wheel hub , an '  yo ' turn it , 
grind it , yo ' see , makin ' hi s bus iness - bring de b usiness b ack [wards ] ,  b ring 
h is bus iness  down , b ring h im back [wards ] in business . All yo '  do - yo ' [he ]  
cain ' t  g o  forward . Turn i t  [wheel ] b ackwards - yo '  see , b ring h im  b ack [wards ] 
in his bus iness . 

( So he wil l  lose his busines s - fails . )  
All dat b e ' goin ' , b e  fallin ' , s ee ,  cause i t  [ the wheel ]  be ' s  turnin ' - turnin ' 

b ack all de time , yo ' know . 
Yo ' go an ' yo '  sprinkle a little salt an ' a li ttle b lack peppah behin ' him an ' 

yo ' sweep nine times . Dey ' ll s t ay away . 
Den agin , yo ' take sal t  an ' make a cross in de front o f  yore house an '  take a 

green , any green tree , or any three green leave [ s ] , an ' bury it  right in dat 
cros s ,  but make it out [obliterate the cros s ] .  Git de dus t onto i t an ' stomp 
down dere , an ' make a wish an ' tell i t  what yo ' want it to do , an '  dey stay 'way . 

(That is to make them stay away from your hous e ,  i f  they keep coming there and 
bothering you . )  

Yeah , b otherin ' yo ' all de time , yeah . Be sure an '  make a cros s wit de salt , 
yo ' know , if  dey keep comin ' in dere . 

Den , yo ' kin take a little carcass diPt . 
(Carcass dirt out o f  the grave . )  
Yeah , an ' make a cross - make a cross ' cross where dey come in . Dey mus t 

carry a c�ss roun ' all de time - dat b eing crossed , yo ' know . 
(You car� a c�ss , but you mus t make another cross cciming away from your 

house? ) 
Comin ' from yore house - dere yo ' are , dat ' s  it . 
(That will keep them away from your hous e if  they are coming there b othering 

you? )  
Dere yo ' are , yessuh . Dat keep ' em away - dey couldn ' t  app roach yo ' .  
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Yo ' gits salt an ' cow dung an ' graveyard dirt an ' mix dem three togethah , an ' 
yo ' bury ' em  as near to de house as yo ' kin - de cornah of de hous e , if dere a 
cornah of  de house ,  [ and if  not ] , den near to  de house into de groun ' . [ I f  the 
hous e is raised aboveground , bury the mixture under a corner of  the house ; i f  
the house i s  flat on the ground , there i s  n o  corner under which you can bury the 
mixture - bury it near to de house . ] Or in any secret  place in de house , if yo ' 
kin hire somebody to put it dere . De [a renter ] can ' t  go in dere an ' s tay an ' 
dey move out - de house will rotten down . De [ they ] do dat , chew know . 

(They can ' t  rent the house? ) 
No .  Ah know dat - dey won ' t  s tay in dere . 
Well , yo ' kin use de Red Devi l Lye if it ' s a supers tition [ suspicion] 'bout 

thing put down roun ' yore house . Dey bury dat front de do ' . 
Nex ' dey scrub roun ' dere business place wit lye sometime on account of  

suspicious . 
But dere ' s  lotta evil influence from Red Devi l Lye . Now , dat why folks be 

very care ful de people who washes fo ' ' em ,  because i f  a pusson takes - i f  yo ' 
works fo ' a pusson an ' dey don ' t  pay yo ' ,  yo ' ain ' t  got ta fuss wit ' em ,  yo ' 
know . Jes ' wash de clothes nice an '  clean an ' den de underpieces , j es '  iron dem 
wit dat lye in de underpieces dere . De clothes be clean den , yo ' see . Den when 
dey put ' em on to wear ' em ,  dere ' ll come a little blister dere . Dey ' ll tell ' em 
it ' s  caused by heat . After dat dere ' ll turn a little sore dere an '  it ' ll chafe , 
an '  dey keep on usin ' [ something ? ]  an '  kerosene . No doctah couldn ' t  cure it . 

See ,  she take her husb an '  clothes , when a woman go tub deliver yo ' know , an ' 
turn ' em - his undahclothes an ' turn ' em  on de wrong s ide an ' hang up behin ' dat 
do ' .  She couldn ' t  ' liver tub save her life - de baby couldn ' t  bawn .  

(The woman that i s  going to have a baby . )  
Yeah . 
(I f  the wife turns her husband ' s  clothes on the wrong side and hangs them 

behind her door , "couldn ' t  bawn" - the woman would have a hard time . ) 
[The wi fe does this to the woman who is having a child by the wife ' s  husband . 

My couldn ' t  bawn is an uncons cious , not a mocking repetition . ]  
Couldn ' t  bawn .  
( She couldn ' t  deliver the child . )  
No sub , she would die in childbirth . 
I f  a pusson has spells , yo ' take de grapevine by de yeah - sometime a pusson 

wanta know how ole de g rapevine is , yo '  know . I f  yo ' don ' t  know , yo '  goes by de 
feet den . Yo 1 boil it , dat new vine , an ' give a pusson tub drink , an ' dat will 
cure dem yo ' know . 

Sometime a pusson has a evil spirit in ' em .  Yo ' take de grapevine an ' boil 
it  wit one pint of graveyard dirt , an '  s train it good an '  give to de individual .  
Dat move dat spirit out o f  ' em ,  yo ' know . 

Yo ' takes a willow tree , den yo ' take de dirt yo ' sweep from yore house . I f  
dey workin ' ' gins t [ you] , take d e  dirt , sweep it  from yore house ,  yo ' know , an ' 
some ole dirty clothes , an ' yo ' take dat [willow] switch an '  yo ' whip dat an ' 
call de person name . If  yo ' is in misery or go t a pain , if yo ' beat da£ [ dirty 
clothes ] ,  jes ' put it back on dem . [Or]  yo ' kin dUst 'em . [Either ]  yo ' sweep 
de dirt out yore hous e , yo ' see , an ' [ use that or take] some dirty clothes an ' 
sw�tch ' em  an ' call de person name . 

(With the willow s tick? ) 
De willow s tick . 
De night-eye of  de horse ' sposed [ is supposed ] to carry good luck an ' a switch 

whut dey use to whip yo ' chile wit in a piece of  red flannel , if  a man is  goin ' 
open a busines s .  Instead of  carryin ' all lak dat , yo ' know , yo ' carry dat ' long 
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fo ' luck , an ' make dem buy whut yo ' got eas ily . Jes ' if a market man - a man 
handlin ' meats - he ' ll have dose things an '  peop le buy easily , yo ' know . 

An ' den yo ' t ake de hoof o f  de hors e an ' yo ' carry it an '  burn i t , an ' give a 
woman dat issue blood at change of life . 

(How do they do that ? ) 
Burn it an '  give de powdah an ' g ive ' em for change o f  life , or fo ' issue of  

blood,  yo ' know. Dat guarantee dat it  will he ' p  ' em .  
An '  fo ' de issue of  blood , dey use de saffron in de vinegar an ' de night-eye 

of a horse - de horse [night-eye ] be burned to a powdah , yo '  know , an '  dat saf
fron is a powdah .  Put it  into vinegah , yo ' know , an ' le t it steep , an ' give it 
to ' em  to  drink. Guarantee fo ' yo ' . 

Dey usually take de chicken feathahs an ' burn ' em .  
piece o f  red flannel cloth an '  let ' em carry it on dey 
little to eat . Dat will cure de weak spell . 

Dey ' ll sew ' em up in a 
person , an '  give ' em  a 

An '  if  a chile sufferin 1 convulsion , yo ' take de feathahs an '  burn dem an ' yo ' 
steep dem an ' give ' em de tea tuh drink . Dat will cure dem . 

De chicken feathahs an ' de horse manure mos ' de same way . 
Dey use de milk from a black cow fo ' syphilis - call ' em fits , yo ' know 

syphi lis [i ts . Well , dey use de milk from a b lack cow an '  use de feathah from 
a black hen , an ' us e de b lack hen giz zard . Take dat skin out dere , yo ' know , an ' 
dey burns it . Take dat an '  make a powdah an ' yo ' put it in dat black cow milk 
an '  feed ' em on - o ffa dat chew know . Dat will cure ' em .  

( But you don ' t  use the feathers o f  the black chicken to cure them? ) 
No , j es '  use de gizzard yo ' know - de linin ' o f i t , yo ' know . 
( In the milk? ) 
Yes . 
Well , dey ain ' t no s tory in dat . Tell yo '  de t ruth of  dat . Yo ' go git chew 

'a black cat . Yo ' g o  an ' put chew on a pot o f  watah an ' let it b oil . Let dat 
pot of watah git real ho t .  Den , yo ' have de cat , yo ' puts him in a b ag an '  tie 
de b ag up yo ' know , an '  yo ' cover de pot - yo ' have a axe or somethin '  to  hol '  de 
lid on de pot .  Put de cat down in dere an ' have two men , after yo ' put him in , 
tuh hold it  right down dere - he go tuh t alkin ' j es '  lak a man , yo '  know . Be a 
devil dere - yo ' s ees diff ' rent things . 

Den aftah it done boil dere good , yo ' take de pot an '  put de bone s in a tub of 
watah . Some people say go to a s t ream of  watah - yo '  don ' t have to go to no 
st ream. Put de bone in a tub o f  watah yo ' know , an '  de bone whut float roun ' 
live ,  j e s ' s top on top de wat ah ,  dat de bone yo ' g it , yo ' see . All de bone 
mostly go , b ut dat main bone - see , floatin ' ' long . 

And de man don ' t  do dat [ us e  a tub ] . Dey s ay go to a stream of  wat ah . Yo '  go 
to a stream o f  watah an ' yo ' throw de bone in dat s tream of watah , an ' de bone 
whut come up de stream . Den yo ' go to a glas s [mirror ] an '  put it in yore mouth , 
an '  yo ' wouldn ' t  see yo ' self . Dat ' s  de way de ' use it . 

(Well ,  what do they do? Do they j ust take and carry it with them? There is 
no way of fixing it up or anything is  there? ) 

Well , dat ' s  all yo ' need to do - carry it wit chew . Co ' se dey kin fix it  up , 
now. Yo ' kin t ake de lodestone - not dat , but de lodestone powdah . Jes ' dus t it 
off wit dat bone . See , dat man dus t  off  wit dat bone - it b e  all right , yo ' 
know . Yeah .• See , all de bone do , but dat main bone .don ' t  git dat . 

An '  anothah thing dat men use fo ' gamblin '  - dey use a bat , chew know . Yo ' 
kin [ use]  his eye an ' heart . Fix ' em up wit garlic an ' lodestone powdah an ' a 
lit tle dragon ' s  blood , an ' sew ' em  up in a p iece o f  shammy cloth an ' carry i t  
wit yo ' fo ' luck in gamb lin ' . 

Anothah thing dat is good in gamb lin ' , yo ' go to a swallow nes t an '  yo ' take 
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de aig out of de nest , an ' carry ' em  home an ' cook ' em ,  an ' go back to de nes t 
an '  carry ' em b ack dere . De swallow goin ' cross de wat ah an ' goin ' b ring a 
piece o f  roo t an ' put it in de nes t .  Yo ' go out dere de third day an ' yo ' find 
what ever is in dere an ' yo ' take it , an '  go anywhere yo ' want ' b out chure 
bus iness - everything all right . 

(You carry that for luck in gambling? ) 
Yes suh . 
(You go back there the third day and you find that root . )  
De root in dere� When yo ' go take de aig out , yo ' mus t mus s de nest g ood , 

b ecaus e when yo ' go b ack , aftah dey put de roo t b ack , but yo ' mus t  ( several words 
doub t ful ] so dey will know yo ' .  De third day t ake out de roo t dat b e  dere wi t 
dem aig . Git dat . 

Yo ' take de aig an '  cook ' em  an '  g ive ' em  to eat , yo ' know , i f  a pusson want a 
make a chile gi t in t roub le when de mothah b e  carr ' in '  de chile . Dey take de aig 
an ' cook ' em an ' give ' em  to , yo ' know [ give them to her ] . S ee ,  yo '  messed wi t 
dem aig s ' fore yo ' give i t  to he r - make yo re wish whut chew want happen to de 
[ unborn] chile . Den cook ' em an ' g ive to dat woman to eat , chew know . An ' dat 
chile mout ' always git him in troub le .  

(Wha t kind o f  eg g do you give them t o  eat ? )  
Any kinda aig - j es '  dat mo ckin ' b ird aig , yo ' know . But any kind o f  aig yo ' 

cook fo ' ' er , yo ' know , put dat [mo ckingb ird egg ]  wit ' em [ to disguise th e 
mockingb ird egg ] . 

(You mix the mo ckingb ird egg up with any other kind o f  egg ? )  
Oat ' s  right . 
(That makes the child ge t in troub le - the child b e fo re i t ' s  born , you mean? ) 
Oat ' s  right . 
De buz zard , dey g i t  dem - dey git de s tone out o f  the haid . Dat dey use fo ' 

gamh lin ' an ' fo ' luck . [See BUZZARD ROCK , p . 423 f . ] 
De nex ' thing dey do ' s , dey ket ch a young b uz zard an ' dey take dat buz zard 

oil an ' - dey b oils ' em  an ' git de oil out of ' em .  [See BUZZARD , p . 422 f . ] 
An '  sometimes den dey ket ch a b i rd ,  like when dey goin ' have a co ' t  case , yo ' 

know - lak in a b ig city where yo ' supers t i t ion [ suspe c t ]  yo ' can ' t  do lak yo ' 
wanta . Jes ' take buzz ard oil an ' greas e dat lit tle b ird , yo ' s ee - s ee ,  den yo ' 
h ave to put de dus t in dat bird feathahs . Wel l ,  den dey turn dat b ird loose . 
While rubbin ' de bird to yo ' ,  talk to i t  an '  t ell it whut chew want . Den turn 
dat b ird loose in dat co ' thouse ,  an ' it go an ' cir cle all round de j udge an ' 
wh ere de j ury s t and is at , an ' co ' s e de feathah floppin ' an ' de dus t come down 
on dem , yo ' see - o ff dat bird , yo '  see ,  an ' dere it s ets . 

(What kind o f  dus t do you �ut on that b ird? ) 
Yo ' git de same graveya:l'd Us t  - yo ' know , g i t  de head-stiak an ' b urn it ; some 

o f  dat when i t  go to ashes , yo ' s ee . See ,  put wit it , an ' a little b it o f  Zove 
pO?.Vdah - de Zove pO?.Vdah mean de external one , yo ' know , Mix dat wi t i t  an '  rub 
dat b i rd ,  yo ' s ee - rub him down wit dat oil . Den he f ly an ' dat dus t be set
tling on de people , yo ' see , an ' dey think it be dus t  on top of de [ ceiling ? ] 
dere .  He fly an ' circle roun ' j es '  lak de fly circle roun ' heah now [ ! ! ! ] .  He 
fly in a cir cle . He go to de j uryroom , de j udge and all round de re • 

• Keep a hors eshoe - keep it ovah de do ' to keep de spook out a dere an '  fo ' 
luck , specially a man who does busines s .  ne ' d  h ave a new [mule ] shoe ovah de 
do '  - like he do ' s  bus iness roun ' in a shop or a rest aurant or somepin lak dat , 
b ecause a mule is a hard-workin ' thing , hard-workin ' .  All righ t . 

An ' j es ' lak ah ' d  have de mule when he hitch out an '  g o  to his s t all to .ea t , 
peop le be coming to his place and s ay • • • •  

De ho rseshoe nail - us e dem an ' carry in de pockets fo ' g ood luck . 
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Dey use dem to put in de do ' to keep off  thiefs . Dey drive nine on de inside 
o f  de do ' of de house - de horse shoe nai l ,  on de inside . Anybody come in roun ' 
dere . 

(To steal . )  
Be puz zle roun ' , be puzzle roun ' , be  puzzled - dere min ' will change . 
Dey use de siftah fo ' such a supers titious [suspicious ] thing as to ketch hag 

wit , chew know . If yo ' think a hag be roun ' de hous e ,  well , we use dat s i ftah 
an ' watah . When dat pusson be hollerin ' ,  we gits up an ' dip dat s i ftah in s ome 
wat ah ,  a pan of  wat ah , den we go an '  wet every comer of  de house wit it . Well , 
de firs t  pusson come to yore house in de mawnin ' dey haid j es '  b e  fulla dirt 
dat de pus s on ,  yo ' know . [ This is  a new si fter rite - see HAG , pp . l35-164 . ]  Dey 
aftah something . 

(That ' s  the hag ? )  
Dat ' s  de hag - don ' t care who i t  is . Dey comin ' wit dere clothes on ' em an ' 

dey be  to eve ry  cornah of de house - see , well it will be dat pusson . Fust 
pusson come to  yore house de nex ' mawnin ' ,  dat ' s  be hag - have to have a b ruise 
on ' em .  

(You have to put that sifter into the water firs t ? )  
[ I  want ed t o  b e  certain that this was a new rite . ]  
Right in de watah , s ee . Have a pan of  watah an ' j es '  dip it down in dere . 
Now,  when yo ' go tuh b ed ,  dey have a pan of watah by de bed ,  an '  dey put dat 

pusson han ' in de pan of watah , when dey sleep in ' , an ' dey be talkin ' to yo ' ,  
tell yo ' ever ' thin ' dat dey have on dere mind . Jes ' lak a pusson be  undah ether,  
when he comin ' back .  

Yo ' take nine s tr� from a b room an ' carry it to a g rave , whethah dey wanta do 
good or bad . Den aftah dey come b ack , dey have to tie ' em  togethah , an ' de 
party ' s  house who yo ' wanta control in any shape or form , yo ' throw it in de 
house , right in dey hous e , somewhere roun ' where dey got ta go by it , chew know . 
An '  j es '  whut chew wanta do - good or b ad - it will happen to ' em .  

Yo ' take a broom ,  i f  dese people or pusson come roun ' yore place an ' yo ' wanta 
stop dere luck . Yo ' take a little gPavey� dirt an ' make a cro s s  an '  come out 
chure s tep an ' go on an ' j es '  sweep right b ehin ' ' em an ' make a wish . Well , dat 
spirit go  roun ' lak a whirlwind - see , j es '  go lak whirlwind when yo '  sweep de 
[graveyard ] dus t up ,  j es '  go  lak a whirlwind . Put ' em  in b ad luck fo ' anything 

yo ' want to happen to ' em .  But yo ' s ee , tell ' em - put in dere [ the spirits ] 
min ' whut yo ' want to happen yo ' know , good or bad . 

Dey do dat fo ' good or b ad .  I f  a pusson workin ' on a engine - anywhere where 
a pus son wanta make somepin happen to ' em ,  make ' em  have a wreck , dey g oes to a 
murdered man grave at three a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' g i t  dat dirt , wit de pusson 
name . An '  dey take dat an '  put it in some buzzard feathah - j es '  take de buzzard 
feathah an ' bum it an '  git de ashes of it , an '  take it an' sprinkle it  anywhere 
where dat man gotta go on or anywhere where he gotta b e . Now , heah be a crash 
come in - dat man goin ' see a man comin ' one way , seein ' lak anothah man . He ' ll 
have a wreck, yo ' know , of de automobile or what it  may be . He ' ll have a wreck 
yo ' see . Yo ' bum de buzzard feathah an '  mix dat dirt an ' make a cross dere . 
Dat make him have a wreck , yo '  know - make de boss knock him off  an ' make him 
have plenty s crape on de j ob . 

Yo ' know : any time dat ah use de gPaveyard diPt , well , yo ' eithah us e de dog 
an '  cat hair wit it  - always use dat wit it . 

I f  a pusson is ' gains t yo ' , workin ' or somepin agains t yo ' ,  yo '  buy a sharp 
knife an ' yo ' buy a big lemon , an ' twelve a ' clo ck in de day , when dat clock is 
s trikin ' , yo ' s tab dat lemon an ' call dat pusson name . Dey ' ll have a ' tack of 
heart t rouble . 
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De next thing yo ' do , agin , yo ' t ake a lemon , if yo ' have a musical test . Yo ' 
go an ' yore side playin ' , yo ' let ' em play .  All right . De othah s ide p layin ' . 

(The two s ides are playing to see which one is the best . )  [ I  am beating him 
to the word best without any magic . ] 

I f  yore [ o ther] fellahs are playin ' ,  play fus t ,  yo ' always , everybody dat be 
dere , have ' em  suck a lemon . Don ' t put no sugah or salt in dere , j es ' suck i t .  
Dey ' ll ruin up de mus ic , couldn ' t make no hit . 

Den , when yore men go tuh play , do ' way wit dem [ lemons ] altogethah . Dem 
othah men maybe be de BEST , but yo ' will beat ' em .  

Jes ' take de devil ' s-shoestring an ' grease it good an ' make a b elt out of it 
an '  wear it roun ' de waist .  Ah used to be a wras ' ler mahself , yo '  know . An '  
ah ' m  good at it yet . 

(No one could throw you? ) 
[No answer . ]  
An '  we used to box ,  too , yo ' know , an ' we go out to box some time we git de 

gourd dey call de [ ? dipper gourd ? ] . We go tuh bed at nigh t , dey pee in dat 
gourd . All right . Den de nex ' mawnin ' yo '  git up ,  we wash our face an ' hands 
out dat gourd , yo ' know , an '  we go tuh fightin '  an ' everybody be hit on de flo ' 
den . Couldn ' t  beat us . 

(That is for boxing? )  
Yes . 
Dey would take a red ants '  nes t .  Now , i f  yo ' wanta make a person gi t  killed , 

somebody kill ' em ,  dey take dere name an ' carry it to an ants ' nes t an '  stick i t  
down dere wit some sugah an '  let i t  s t ay dere fo ' three days . Go back an ' git it 
an' go to a green tree an ' put it up ' tween de fo ' k  of dat green tree . Den dey 
shoot it . Dey put a dime into de shell an ' shoot de name , yo ' know . 

An '  den de name , dey could put de name on a p iece of papah to separate dem , 
yo ' know , an ' tie it  to where de wind wouldn ' t  b low it off . He look at dat 
papah , den he hit dat papah , an ' den de person got ta left an ' go off , yo ' know . 
Run ' em  off .  

Third , take dem red ants an ' dig dat up an ' dere a whole lot ta little aigs in 
dere , yo ' know . Take dem aigs an '  put ' em in de s tove an ' let ' em  dry . Den , 
aftah dat yo ' got ta mess  ' em up to a powdah . Yo ' put [ to i t ]  any kind o f  a 
powdah whut chew want . Anybody ,  how fur off , wanta make love , j es ' put a little 
bit  of powdah on dere an ' den write to ' em .  Or put some on yore han ' an ' shake 
han ' wit ' em  in love ; or talk to yo ' ,  j es '  lak yo ' shake han ' s , yo ' put ' em  dere 
fo ' love or friendship fo ' peop le . 

Kin take a lock or key an ' kin d�ss dat key . When yo ' dress it carry it 
[key ]  to a grave an ' let it  s tay dere fo ' three days . Den come b ack den to de 
pus son house who yo ' want to work a spell on . Yo ' put day key in dere lock , or 
if yo ' don ' t  wanta pick dere lock - othahwise yo ' put it in de lock .  [Unles s  
you want t o  rob the house , you put the key in the lock t o  cas t a spell . ]  Now , 
dey ' d [ a  man ] put dere [his ] key in dere [ a  woman ' s ]  lock an ' dere [his ] own 
lock an ' she come an ' go  in dere [his home ] . Yo ' put a spell on ' em  by dataway 
wi� de lock an ' key . 

I f  yo ' want a place an ' yo ' want a pusson to move from dere , yo ' git a turtle 
an '  yo ' write dere ' ni tials on de bot tom of dat turt le - on dey belly . Den yo ' 
turn ' em loose  den . When dat turtle goin ' tuh wander off , an '  dey goin ' - an '  
he be goin ' , dat person , too , yo ' know . 

I f  yo ' think a man ' s gone to de penitent ' ry  or chain g ang got him - like dat . 
If  any pus son kin git a turtle an ' put his [ criminal ' s ]  name on de bottom of it , 
see , an ' turn him loose ; if it ' s  [ criminal ' s ] a mean man , well dat turtle won ' t 
go b ack dere [near criminal ' s  old j ob ]  - goin ' tuh wander off . An '  he ' ll 
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[ criminal will ] b e  gone , too , yo ' know he ' ll quit - wouldn ' t  have de j ob ,  he ' ll 
quit . See , put his ' nitials on de b elly o f  de turtle . 

Buntin ' hidden treasure , yo ' mean? Well ,  firs t yo ' go to de p lace . Yo ' go 
dere an ' read a chaptah in de Bible an ' de man dat goes wi t us must be success
ful . Don ' t  have a man dat commit murder . Don ' t  have a man commit adultry . No 
evil mind - yo ' don ' t  have a man whut premediate to cheat yo ' ' fore he goes . 
[ Eliminate these ]  to be success ful . Yo ' g o  an '  dig down . Well , you have yore 
place quarantine - don ' t  want de spirit roun ' , yo ' know - [ draw ] circle around 
it . An '  nuthin but salt an ' whiskey keep ' em o f f . An '  yo ' go down an ' yo ' b e  
success ful to g it chure money - yo ' b e  success ful to git  it . Hardes t job is to 
hol ' de spirit off , yo ' know . Well , s ometimes de spirits on as a s t andpoint 
[ too difficult to control ]  an ' s ometime de wrong man wit yo ' - make yo ' be dis
appointed . Nine time out o f  ten , yo ' mixed [missed ]  because yo ' have de wrong 
man wit you on dat . An '  where dere ' s  de p lace dat yo ' kin go an ' dig in de day
time , well , yo ' don ' t  need to go through dat ceremony , because de spirit ain ' t  
got no power in de daytime . But at night de spirit  got power den , an ' yo ' gotta 
circle him o f f  - yo ' know , draw a circle . But in de daytime yo ' don ' t draw no 
circle ' tall .  

Yo ' see saffron an '  vinegah , dat put in a wound , dat will stop b leedin ' -
dat ' s  a common quick charm . I f  ah got a wound , dat will s top i t  yo ' see . 

Anybody - a pusson be j es ' - yo ' know . Yo ' see , de Jews an ' - de one dat 
crucify our Lord . He had five wound , an ' he name dos e  wound as truths , as truths 
o f  - he tole ' em  sech-and-sech a one would s top . An ' i t  true dat Christ had five 
bleedin ' wounds an ' didn ' t  felt  no pain , so  true it is dat his b lood would s top 
sech-an ' -sech a one . 

Den again , use it again , take three hours heah in dis worl ' - first , we ' s  
born ; second , we die ; an ' de third hour will s top de blood or de pain . Dat ' s  in 
de book [ some hoodoo book ] , yo ' know - firs t , born in one hour , yo ' die de next 
hour , an ' de next s top de pain . 

Dat ' s  i f  a pus son was away from ' em .  But a pusson tell yo ' , us e dis s ame 
saffron an '  vinegah yo ' know to put on dere - fo ' de bleeding yo ' know . 

Use a little bit  de dirt underneat ' de step an ' s al t  togethah . Parch ' em 
togethah an ' put on de place where de pain is . Dat will stop it . 

(This dirt from under your own [ door ] step? ) 
Own step . Mix dat togethah wit s alt an ' parch it an ' put it on dere . 
Fo ' a cough , use one pint o f  kerosene oil , a half pint o f  vinegah an ' nine 

teaspoons ful of b rown sugah - it will cure any kinda cough . 
Den agin , i f  a woman have a aonjfnement- aough sometimes , i f  she have a cough , 

den her b lood don ' t  be so good . Use nine teaspoonful o f  b rown sugah , one pint of 
castor oil an ' a half pint o f  vinegah - it all be mixed togethah .  Well , den yo ' 
see ,  dat clear up all her lung an ' everything . 

Fo 1 sores , git de ashes from a ole shoe , olive oil an ' sulphur - mix ' em  to
gethah wit same lard an ' make a salve . Dat will cure any kind o f  a sore where de 
doctors fai l . 

De anvilin ' [ anvil ]  dus t .  
(From the blacksmith� 
Yes . Yo ' take dat . Den yo ' g it de j imson weed , an ' yo ' boil dem togethah an ' 

give it to dl pus son tuh drink . Dat ' s  fine fo ' as thma . 
Fo ' a baby when dey teethin ' an ' a chile go t  weak limb s , w e  u s e  dat to bathe 

' em yo ' see - de watah whut got dis cookin ' -iron in [b Zaaksmith-water , the water 
in which the blacksmith cools heated iron ] . 

Fo ' rupture , we t ake des e  toad-frog - dese rus ty [ colored ] ones . Yo ' takes 
an '  put 'em in a pan wit hot g rease an ' cover ' em up an ' he goin ' raise way up , 
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yo ' know . Den he come back down low lak dat an ' yo ' t ake dat an ' put it in a 
little dis oil - mineral oil . Dat ' s  a oil from de drug s to ' . Den mix dat an ' -
an ' dat man will rub up dere fo ' nine days . Jes ' lak dat frog raise up , !!!' an ' 
come down , den dat man come back up dere , if it ' s  not grave - some of it ' s  grave ,  
yo ' know . 

( That will cure the man ' s rupture . ) 
[ Our interview now ends with a dis cussion of  the legendary and amazing Doctor 

Buzzard o f  Beaufort [ Bu ' fert ] , S outh Carolina . ] 
Beaufort , [ South Carolina ] , yo ' know. See , Doctor Buzzard at Beaufort , dat ' s  

a fairy tale . Yo ' know once dey had a story down at Beaufort dere an '  dey [ the 
story ] has de fishermen go down to de sea .  All right , de boat ' ll capsize wit de 
mens an '  some of de men goin ' drown . Dey had de boats [ one boat ]  full of fishes . 
We ll , about three or fo ' days whut de [ they ] find - · de boat . When dey see de 
boat , de boat come drifting up to de dock wit fish in dat b oat an '  dey [ the s tory 
says a b uzzard ] come steering it on up an '  de buz zard eatin ' de fish when de boat 
comin ' up to de dock . When de boat come up to de dock ,  de buzzard done eatin ' de 
fish . An ' ever s ince dat , dey say [ a ]  buzzard done rowed de boat - he rowed de 
boat to Beaufort . 

(Well , about that man , the �ot doctor down there? )  
He done - lis ten , de mens was drown-ded , de fishermens . Dey had a b oat fulla 

fish , and right down - when de fishermen out to sea dere , an ' dey rotten on de 
boat , de buz zard set tin ' on de b oat eatin ' de fish , an ' de b lood drippin ' on de 
watah .  Dey see buz zard , an ' de buzzard rowin ' de boat . 

( So the buz zard rows the boat ? )  
No , de buzzard wasn ' t  rowin ' de boat , but dat i s  a tale , yo ' know . 
<What was that tale about old man Buzzard rowing the boat though , didn ' t  they 

tell something to you about that? ) 
That ' s  the same tale . 
(Tell me that s tory , so I can get it s traight . )  
Anyone go to hi s house . 
(This old man Buz zard? ) 
Yeah , to his house . He s t ay on one side o f  de watah an ' yo ' b e  on de nex '  

side . Well ,  yo ' come down to de boat to go cross to him , he ' ll send a buz zard 
ovah to row yo ' in de boat . 

An '  aft ah yo ' git in de b oat , de buz zard row ' cross to de o thah s ide . 
Now , if yo ' come down an '  git  in de boat an'  de buz zard s tart rowin ' yo ' off 

an ' come back ,  dey show yo ' bettah git off , ' cause yo ' de wrong man - de b uzzard 
gotta tuh drown yo ' .  He row off a piece an ' come back ,  yo ' bettah git off . But 
aftah , yo ' see , aftah yo ' git on de boat , de buz zard ,  he row yo ' on ' cross to de 
ole man . Yo ' git  to de  house an '  git  to  de  do ' ,  de  buzzard , he ' ll invite chew in 
de house . Den he ' ll go fus t to give yo ' a seat . Den Doctor Buzzard ,  he goin ' 
talk wit yo ' den . 

(The old man Buz zard , did you see him - the old man? )  
Yessuh , ah done s ee him . Ah s aw him heah [ in Sumter ] . 
(How long has he been dead? ) 
He been daid ' bout ' leven yeahs . 
(There really was a man named Doctor Buzzard? ) 

• Name Buzz ard .  Dere wus a man name Buz zard . Stayed in a hut-house cross heah 
to Lady ' s  Islan ' - in a hut-house to Lady ' s Islan ' . 

(He was a colored man ,  wasn ' t  he ? )  [ Leading ques tion ! ] 
Yessuh . 
(What did he look like? ) 
Was a ole man ,  gray haired man wit a long b eard - a o le man .  
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[This was not the original DoatoP Buz zard . ]  
(Do you know any other s tories that they tell ab out Buz zard? Are there any 

other stories that you know ab out him? They used to tell a lot of s tories about 
him . )  

Dere one s tory ' bout he make a snake walk in de co ' thouse yo ' know , where a 
case is gain ' on an ' de j udge dismiss  de case . 

An '  he make a lil bird fly right in de co ' thouse  an ' dey dismis s  de case . 
An ' he make a buz zard fly roun ' in de co ' thouse an ' de ' dismiss  de case . 
Yo ' wouldn ' t  have tub go - dere [ to him ] , yo ' j es '  [write ]  to ' im an ' pay him 

yore money an ' go on 1bout chure bus iness an 1 s till he ' d  b e dere . [ But not in 
person . ] Dat day yo ' go dere an '  see a snake crawlin ' round de co ' thouse , � 
buz zard flyin ' roun ' de co ' thouse , [ or ]  a lil white b ird would come an ' fly roun ' 
de j udge an ' s it on de j udge shoulder , an ' de j udge would dismiss de case . 

(Did you ever hear of another fellow down there on the Is lands named Jones ?  
Was there another fellow named Jones - an o ld man? )  [Leading ques tion but with 
a special purpos e . ] 

Yeah , I heard about him , too . Ah heard about Jones an ' ah heard about 
Robinson - Robinson down dere now . 

( Is he the undertaker - is he the man that has a s tore down there ? )  [ For my 
visit to Beaufort ,  see later . ] 

No , Willie Wright got de s tore near de s chool house . 
(Wrigh t ? ) 
Yeah , Willie Wright , near de fillin ' s tation . 
(Did you ever hear o f  Kid Wade ? )  
Kid Wade - he ' s  daid . Yes , he died long heah in - his daughter run his place 

now . 
---(Well , he ' s  only b een dead in the las t  year or so hasn ' t  he? ) 

He ain ' t  dead a yeah yet . 
(Well , two years ago I went down there and s topped off  and saw him , b ut he had 

had a s troke or  s omething . So he ' s  dead now? ) 
Dat ' s  correct . 
(His daughter is carrying on his busines s ? )  
Yeah . 
(Could I get much o f  this s tuff down at Beaufort - things along this line? 

They tell me that it  is dying out down around Beaufort . )  
They ' re s till gittin '  the s tuff down dere - dey s till do dat s tuff down dere . 
(What was DoatoP Buz zard ' s  real name?  Have you any idea? ) 
Dat ' s all ah really know - DoatoP Buzzard . 
[ I  must have asked about men elsewhere . ]  
Dere DoatoP Harrison . [ Surely Harris . ] 
(Where is that? ) 
Dat in Florence [ South Carolina ] . Well , see , he died ab out ten yeahs ago . 

He was ovah there .  Ah know him from 1908 . 
[ We talk while my machine was s topped , and then . ] 
(And he was the real DoatoP Buzzard? )  
De - he de real DoatoP Buzzard . 
(At Florence? )  
Yessuh . • 
(I  talked with one of  the men that worked for Harrison . )  [Harris . ]  
Yeah , he was de real DoatoP Buzzard - in Florence , yo ' know . 
(He was a white man? ) [ He ·had said this while machine s topped . ]  
A white man - a white man lived three mile outa Florence . 
(Have you talked with many white people who do this kind of work? Round in 
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this part of the country? Doing this sort of thing? Root working and things of  
that s ort? ) 

A good many , a good many . A good many won ' t  tel l it , yo ' know . 
(End of  1387 . ) 
[ For Do ctor Buz zard , see also p . 891 , especially the amazing story in No . 3069 ; 

and p . l2 5 5 , line 7 . ]  

THE ''NATION SACK11 WOMAN 

SHE HAD HIM IN DAT BAG - IN HER "NATION SACK" 

IF AH DON 'T WANT CHEW TUH HA VE NO SUCCESS 
AH JES ' MAKES A BAD WISH AGAINST DE WRD 

IF YO ' [A WOMAN] WANT A MAN 
TUH JES ' GO OVAH A VERAGE AT CHEW 

OH, JES ' BE SO SINCERE IN WVE WIT CHEW, OVAH A VERAGE • • • • 
IT MAKES 'EM OVAH A VERAGE JEAWUS • • • • 

YO ' KIN GIT KILT WIT DAT • • • •  

DEY 'LL KILL YO ' IF DEY 'LL GO OVAH A VERAGE 

MEMPHI S , TENNESSEE 

[Among the four hoodoo women interviewed the firs t  day o f  my � turn to Memphis 
Informant No . 1517 was the s econd .  She mus t be class ified as a small-time wo rker 
or o ccas ional worker . I have called her "The Nation Sack Woman , "  because at the 
end of interview she gave me an excellent account of the nation sack or nation 
bag - a fetish to s ome women and worn by them . She also tells a good s tory about 
bad luck making her vis it a doctor , who t akes her to a crossroad to show what is 
caus ing the trouble . Notice his Delphi c s tatement , "De boy dat put dis down wus 
concern in de fami ly • • •  he had a fo ' -legged animal wit ' im . " Her material fills 
cylinders D6 : 1-Dll : 7  = 26 89- 2694 . ] 

Well , in pi ckin ' de foo t track up of a man , yo ' pick de foot track up . Yo ' 
pick up as much as a tablespoonful o f  de dus t out de foot track an ' yo ' put in 
it sulphur . Yo ' put rosin in it  - beat it [ rosin] up . Yo ' put some sugah in 
dat - a teaspoonfulla sugah an '  j es '  a pinch of ros in , an ' teaspoon o f  s ugah of  
lead . Mix it well . Tie it up an ' in a li l small package . I f  yo ' want s tuh run 
dat person from yo ' ,  go th row dat in runnin '  watah ; an ' if yo ' wanta b ring dat 
person to  yo ' ,  yo ' bury dat undah yore do ' steps . An '  git one of his socks , i f  
yo ' want him tuh s tay wi t yo ' ,  an '  put dat in dat sock an ' bury it under de do ' 
s tep . An '  as long as yo ' re dere , dat person will be dere . I f  he goes away , dat 
will b ring ' im back .  

(That is , you put that package you h ave tied up , in the sock . ) 
• Put it in de sock an '  put it undah de do ' s tep s .  Bury it where he ' s  got ta come 

back ovah it evah ' t ime he comes in , an '  he ' ll always come dere . An '  if yo ' 
move , be sure dat chew git dat an '  carry it away wit yo ' .  

I f  yo ' want a be success ful in bus ines s  an ' draw bus ines s in to yuh , yo '  git 
chew a bull b a t . Yo '  go to de rivah - dey s tay in [ along ] de rivah bank , an ' 
late in de evenin ' - yo ' know , in dose lit tle weeds aroun ' de rivah bank . Yo ' 
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go dere an ' git dat bull b at an ' git  him ' live - see , g it him ' live .  Yo ' put in 
dere some lodes tone , whi t e  lodestone about halfa inch long , an ' a piece of black 
lodes tone ' bout halfa inch long , black lodestone , an '  den yo ' put salt in dere 
wit de bat . Let him be ' live . Pack ' im away where dat he will petrify , see in 
dat house - pack ' im  away where he ' ll petrify . Den when he petrify , it will 
b ring an odo r ,  yo ' know . Den yo ' git de bes t toilet watah ,  i f  dey kin ' ford 
[ af ford ]  it . If dey kin git perfume an ' kin ' ford it , git dat ; if yo '  can ' t  
git de bes t toilet watah , [ get ] Richard Hudnut , somethin ' lak dat , an ' po ' on 
dat [ hand ] . Jes ' soak it  in so  dat i t  won ' t  smell , see . 

Den [when] yo ' goes away [move ] , if  yo ' wants tuh go an '  [ continue to ] control 
b us iness ,  yo ' take dat wit yo ' . Take it out to dat place an ' b ring it right back 
an ' place it  where yo ' keep [ it ] in yore hous e .  S ee , dat b rings success in yore 
house - puZ Zs evah ' thin ' yore way . De life of dat b at an ' dat lodes tone dat chew 
put in dere j es '  grows an '  puZ Zs things to yo ' . 

(What kind of  business  does that take care of - any kind? ) 
Dat will t ake care o f  any kind of  business dat chew undertakes - see , dat ' s  de 

control o f  it . 
Somethin ' fo ' j es ' ord ' n ' ry ,  yo ' might s ay somethin ' fo ' quiak Zuak . Yo ' git  

chew some sulphur , sugah of lead , table salt - a teaspoonful of each an ' two tea
spoons of sulphur an ' two teaspoons o f  b rown sugah . Mix dat well togethah . 
Evah ' mawnin ' at  a certain t ime ,  at s ix  a ' clock, yo ' read de 2 7 th chapter of  
Psalms an'  b low in dat , an ' dat brings suc cess j es '  puZ Zin ' .  Dat ' s  fo ' qui ak 
Zuak - successful . Say , if  ah might wanta be success ful in dis roomin ' hous e , 
dat ' s  somethin ' quick - �omin 'house Zuak , see , an '  den yore success ful in dat . 

Now , heah ' s somethin ' else , fo ' yo ' has lotsa enemies comin ' in sprinklin ' 
things around , see . Now heah ' s  whut chew do fo ' dat . Yo ' take a bath in b lue
a tone an ' put chew two tablespoons fulla sugah in dere , two tab lespoon fulla salt . 
Be shore dat dat ' s  a gallon of  watah dat chew put dat in , dat chew take a bath 
off  or wash off . Yo ' take two tab lespoonsfulla b lues tone ; yo ' put chew two tea
spoonfulla sugah , two teaspoons fulla sug ah of  lead , see , in dat bath watah , an '  
two teaspoons of sodee [ soda] - see , yo ' put i t  in dere . Yo ' take a bath an ' 
den yo ' take yore mop an ' ,  if yo ' got a flo ' yo ' cain ' t  mop , dampen yore mop an '  
j es '  wipe all ovah it . Do dat as much as three times a week an ' dat kills dat 
evilness out , s ee . It makes success come in . Nuthin kin come ovah dat . 

Now , i f  yore place o f  bus iness gits so terrib le aroun ' dat chew see all suc
cess is cut o ff - now it ' s  somethin ' s trong dat ' s  been put down dere - yo ' git 
chew some lye , j es ' a plain can of  lye , an' go all aroun ' dat house .  Do dat 
evah ' mawnin ' an ' in de fo ' th day yo ' ll see yore success comin ' .  Dat kills dat 
evilness down round dere . 

Dere ' s  lotsa things dat chew have tuh conten ' wit lak dat in business . 
Enemies will follow yo ' ,  yo ' know , an ' nuthin kin come ovah dat .  See . An '  be 
shore , if  yo '  got  a pub li c  way out - be shore dat  yo ' cross dat  path wit dat lye , 
see , an '  nuthin kin walk ovah dat an ' entah in yore p lace of  bus iness dat will 
harm yo ' .  

Yo ' can - yo '  take dere hair an ' yo '  clip dat hair  out . Yo ' git  de hair from 
heah . 

(From down b elow? ) 
Now , ah ' m •goin ' tell yo ' about de hair from de head , from both pla ces . 
Now , de hair from down heah , dat ' s  de hair da t contro ls a man , see , de na� 

of a man . Well , dey git  dat hair an '  put dat hair in some sugah an '  let it be  
damp - let dat  sugah git some dampness so i t  will melt . An '  leave dat hair in 
it an ' wear dat hair . See , wear dat hair . Have it fas tened up in de - yo ' 
always sees somebody has a little lavaliere [ this is how it  is spelled] or 
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somepin , but dey got a litt le mirror ovah it - it ' s  closed up , no air kin hit 
it . As long as dey wear dat hair , dat person he cain ' t  have no dealin ' s wit no 
othah - if it ' s  a woman or man - dey hasn ' t got no natuPe fo ' nobody but dat 
pahtic ' lah person . 

Now , de hair from de head , s ee . We ' ll take de hair from de head . Dat is 
j es ' to control a man to always keep ' im  around , see , so dat he is always in de 
best of cheer wit ' em .  See . Dey git dat hair an ' dey plait dat hair , plait it 
right tight in a lit tle plait , curt [ cart = carry ] it around . Dey don ' t  have 
tuh enclos e it in nuthin where it won ' t  git no air - j es ' wear dat hair . Jes ' 
wear dat nat ' ral hair , always keep it wit ' em .  Jes ' lak i f  ah got on a cap , ah 
put it in mah hatband . An '  ah don ' t  care whut kind of  tempah dat person have or 
how yo ' all got along bad , when yo ' walk up to ' em ,  de minute dat chew call his 
' tention he ' ll heah yo ' .  All dat is to control a man . Same men dey has such a 
strong will power ; where one won ' t act , de othah one will . 

Suppose ah ' ve got a husban ' , mah ole man , an ' he wants me tuh s crape his feet , 
see , or ah ' li insis t on him tub let me do it . Well , ah ' ll wash his feet an ' 
ah ' ll s crape dem feet , see . Ah ' ll s crape dem feets , j es ' g ive ' em a good treat
ment , but yet ah ' ll let dat [ fall] on a papah dere . See , ah ' ll pick dat up an ' 
git  it togethah an ' put some sugah o f  lead in it , an ' den ah ' ll place dat in de 
mattress or in de pillah whut ah sleeps on , s ee .  Ah 'm always layin ' on it , see . 
Well , dat always pullzim [puZZs him ] near me . 

Now , if  yo ' want a man tuh j es '  go ovah average at chew - oh , j es '  be so s in
cere in love wit chew ,  ovah average - yo ' trim yore feet off . See . Yo ' trim 
yore feet an ' s crape yore feet - wash ' em  good an ' s crape ' em .  Now , when yo '  
fix his meals , yo ' j es '  sprinkle dat in dere an '  he ' ll go - but dat ' s  somethin ' 
dat chew' ll make him kill yo ' .  Dey' ll kill yo ' if dey ' ll go ovah average 
insane . Dat ' s  s omepin if yo ' don ' t be very careful an '  very pahtic ' lah ,  it  makes 
' em ovah average j ealous an ' dey j es '  goes crazy - dey j es ' right in front yo ' 
all de time , an ' den some of  yo ' git  kilt . Yo ' kin git kilt wit dat . 

Yo ' go to de fo ' ks of  de road . S ay fo ' ins tance , ah live heah , an '  dere ' s  a 
fo ' k  dere an '  a fo ' k heah , an '  dere ' s  a person an ' ah don ' t  want dis pahtic ' lah 
person tub come heah . Well , ah ' ll go dere an ' make mah wish fo ' dat pahti c ' lah 
person . I f  ah don ' t want chew to have no success , ah j es ' makes a bad wish 
against de Lord [which amounts  to a curse ] .  

Ah ' ll go to de fo ' ks of dat road an '  ah ' ll have me fo ' new nails , an ' ah ' ll 
cross dem nails down in de ground - see , ' cause ah know it ' s  nuthin goin ' tuh 
las t .  See , nails are somep in dat ' ll last mo ' den a needle , but chew have tub 
git very large needles - somepin wit a sharp point an ' cross ' em  down dere each 
way . An ' den yo ' put dat undah dere [demons t rates ] .  Yo ' have a piece of white 
lodestone an '  lay dat down on dere - right dere . Pin it  down an ' den pack yore 
dirt so , so it won ' t move undah dat . An ' yo '  make yore wish dere ; say yore wish 
ovah dat three t imes , git up an ' walk away from dere . An ' den , whatevah yore 
s tatement was ovah dat , whut chew wishes would happen to dat pahtic ' lah person , 
it  will  always be dere , unless  dey git somebody [ doator] above [ s t ronger than ] 
dat . An ' dat ' s  heard to pull ovah [ des troy ] . 

Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' a person did dat to me out dere [ at the cross road ] an ' ah 
hada move . Ah moved . An '  dis person [ doator] he came to me an ' tole me an ' 
clrried me an '  showed me an ' got down an ' dug it  up . [ For dis covering obj ect 
causing evi l , see DIAGNOSIS , pp . l65-217 . )  Dat wus out on Brown an' Quinn Street , 
an ' ah had a man an ' s omehow we came confused . Ah wusn ' t  exactly like he wanted 
me to , an ' he got so he wouldn ' t  pay me no [ rent ] money an '  he cut everybody off 
from [ renting ] dere . Ah mean ah didn ' t  make a nickel all de fall [autumn] .  Ah 
�tuh move . �ad tub go  down an ' soak mah pZaae [mortg age her furniture ] an '  
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git money tub move . Ah couldn ' t  tell [police ] an '  understand [what to do ] ,  so ah 
moved . So ah went to a fellah an ' he explained it to me . Well , ah wus such a 
unbelievab le ' bout it , dat he [doctor] says , "Ah 'm goin ' take yo ' . "  He carried 
me righ t dere an '  he tole me , he s aid , "De boy dat put dis down wus concern in de 
family . When he put dis heah , "  [he ] says , "he had a fo ' legged animal wit ' im . "  
Well , dat wus dis man ' s ,  dat ah wus wit , b rothah . Ah remembah j es '  as good - he 
lead a German police dog an ' s tay up dere to de fo ' ks of de road so long , me an ' 
mah cous in couldn ' t  unders tand whut it wus about ,  but ah notice ah j es ' went off 
t ill ah went tub nuthin - j es '  got put outdo ' s , yo ' might say .  An '  when he car
ried me ·  an 1 showed me , ah said , "From now on" - an 1 dat ' s been ten yeahs - ah 
s ay , "ah ' ll always believe . "  See , an '  ah have evah since , he carried me an '  
showed me dat . He s ay s , "Now ,  nails , needles or anything wit a sharp ins t ru
ment , "  [ h e ]  s ay ,  "but a nail is somethin ' dat will s tay in it ' s  p lace - i t  lay 
solid an '  work to de g round . "  An ' he went dere an ' dug down - an ' dere it  wus ! 
He s aid , "Now ah ' ll go to de nex ' fo ' k ,  if yo ' don ' t  believe me . "  

Ah say ,  "Don ' t  go no furthah ; dat ' s  all right , yo ' showed me a-plenty now . "  
(He had this in b oth fo rks , the fork on each s ide o f  the house . )  
Dat ' s  whut he did . He put it  dis way . He put dose nai ls down , see . Dere ' s  

one cornah d is way , one cornah dis way . See , dos e nails lak dat - s ee , in de 
fo ' ks of dat road . Heah ' s one heah [ demons trates ] .  

(He h ad one [ four nails ] at each - nai ls at each road and they all pointed 
into the center . )  

All pointed into de center , see . Now , i f  he ' d  a-pointed dem out , if he wanta 
[me to] be succes s ful . He say , "Yo ' kin do dose nails dat way an ' it ' 11 b ring 
succes s , but chew kin bring othah success nearer . "  Say ,  "But tub cut off , � 
chew of f  f rom any success , dey j es '  close dose points in , an '  when dey [ cus tom
ers ]  git dere , dat s tops ' em  an ' dey ain ' t  comin ' towards yo ' . " 

(Where did he put that lodestone? ) 
Put dat lodes tone right where yo ' center dos e  nails . 
(These nails , they are touching each o ther aren ' t they? The four are touching 

each other? ) 
Sho ' , de fo ' .  Look , s ee heah . See dat [ demons t rates ] .  
(They touch each o the r right in the center whe re they meet . )  
See , dat [ one way ]  brings all de s uccess in , dat [ the othe r way ] close it in 

from yo ' .  
[ In the center of each fork or crossroad - here , actually where two unpaved 

city s treets crossed - he had four nails buried in the shape of a cros s ;  points 
touching at the center , heads out at the ends o f the arms of the cros s .  These 
two groups of nails put a doub le cross on the informant , b ecause cus tomers had 
to pas s one of the groups . A cross in the center of four corners give us the 
quincunx we have met so often (see p . 7 10 and els ewhere ) �  Since these nails were 
too complicated to have been dug up in the p resence o f  the info rmant , they pre
viously had been planted for a convenient future . For a few tricks by doctors , 
see pp . 264-269 . ] 

Well , yo '  kin take chamber lye .  Suppose yo ' are unsuc cess ful - yo ' are not 
succes s ful . Somebody has put somethin ' down fo ' yo ' tub walk ovah , s ee , an ' 
things lak dat . Well , yo ' kin take yore chamber lye , an' po ' it in - yo ' don ' t  
use it fo ' y� ' self - yo ' po ' yore chamber lye in dat men ' s  b ath watah . See , an '  
den dere is nuthin dat he kin do dat will cross yo ' .  See , he can ' t  do nuthin to 
harm yo ' ,  as long as yo ' let ' im  b athe in dat . 

Den yo ' kin take chamber lye an ' she t  it up nine days an ' let it set - set it 
ovah dere in de cornah j es '  nine days . Evah ' mawnin ' yo ' j es '  go put a lit tle in 
dere [magic of increasing amount ] , an ' den when yo ' put it in dere , yo ' let i t  
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set dere nine days . Den yo ' sprinkle some t able salt in dat chamber Zye an '  
carry it an ' throw it in de rivah , see , an '  make yore wish to dat , an '  whatevah 
yo ' wish fo ' will come ; i f  it ' s  wishin ' to  go or come , see , dat ' s  comin ' .  

(You use your own chamber lye , though? )  
Yo ' use yore own chamber Zye - put i t  in dat bottle . 
Now heah ' s whut yo ' kin do fo '  a man ' s  chamber Zye . Yo ' kin take it an ' put 

it in a bo ttle - j es '  lak yo ' let  him use it dere an ' don ' t yo ' touch it . Yo ' 
j es ' go dere an ' let him use it an '  don ' t  touch it , an ' g i t  some an ' put i t  in a 
bot tle , an '  ah don ' t care where he is , an ' how far he is from yo ' ,  yo '  kin j es ' 
shake dat as much as ten minutes - j es ' shake it evah ' mawnin ' , an ' make yore 
wishes ,  an ' j es ' as quick as he kin git to yo ' ,  he ' ll be dere . Don ' t  care where 
he ' ll be . 

Whut yo ' kin do wit a shoe . Yo ' take a shoe an ' yo ' s corch. de sugah in dat 
shoe - j es '  s corch some sugah in de bo ttom of dat shoe . An '  if yo ' wanta man 
[ no t ]  tuh go or a wumman , whoevah it  is , j es ' have her shoe an '  evah ' time she 
s tart out - git out de distance j es ' where she cain ' t  see yo ' ,  j es ' not havin ' 
tuh pay ' tenshun - j es '  throw dat shoe at her , an '  den yo ' come on right s traight 
b ack .  Dey ain ' t goin ' be gone no time ' tall - cain ' t  stay outa dere . Jes ' throw 
dat shoe an '  den burn dat sugah in de shoe - yo ' burn dat sugah in de shoe firs t 
befo ' yo ' do it , but yo ' don ' t  have tuh do dat only evah nine days . Yo ' j es ' 
burn dat sug ah in dat shoe an ' so long as yo ' throw dat shoe as he go out - jes ' 
throw i t  towards him , she or he . Yo ' burn de sugah in de shoe . Yo ' gits yo ' a 
teaspoonfulla sugah . Yo ' j es '  put it  in dat shoe an ' burn i t . See , dat will 
leave dat s corchy place in dat shoe or leave a kinda candy place-lak .  An '  see , 
when dey g its  up - j es '  lak yo ' d  git  up tuh go out heah , yo ' no t payin ' no 
' tenshun , co ' se yo ' don ' t  know whut happen to yo ' .  Ah j es '  throw de shoe at 
chew . 

----(You throw the shoe out and that will bring me back to the house? ) 
No , t ake de shoe out an '  bring it back . Don ' t  take dat shoe up right den . 

Jes ' let it lay out dere maybe fo ' f ive or ten minutes , somepin lak dat , but 
g it it an ' b ring it back be fo ' he comes back .  Yo ' bring de shoe back an '  he 
won ' t be  long gone . I t  will bring ' im  back evah time . 

Dat somepin dat ah re ' lly know , because de fellah he 
would tell ' im because he was a fellah his wife used to 
would give ' er a lo tta money . Well , she knowed me den . 
say , "Cora , he kin leave yo ' an ' he don ' t  mean tuh come 
while he ' s  right back to de do ' • " 

got  killed . Ah nevah 
do da t ,  ' cause he always 

So ah came to her an '  ah 
back , "  ah s ay , " an ' af tah 

She say ,  "Yo ' know whut ? "  S ays , "Ah kin tell yo ' ' cause yo ' won ' t  talk . " 
Says , " I f  yo ' got a ramb Zin ' man an ' yo ' want him tuh come b ack dere , "  she s ays ,  
"yo ' j e s ' grab his shoe an '  burn yo ' a teaspoon of sugah in it . "  S ay , "Den evah 
time he leave outa de do '  dere , go an ' pick it up an ' throw it . Let it s t ay out
side fo ' ten minutes , no longer den dat , "  she say , ''but don ' t  let it s tay out . 
If  yo ' evah let it  s tay out till he comes back ,  den dat kills dat . See . " Say ,  
"I t t akes it nine mo ' days to pick up . "  Say , "Jes ' toss it , "  she say ,  "j es ' 
throw it  at him . " 

Yo ' j es '  roll yore pers ' nal slip up , whatevah yo ' got  nex ' to yo '  - j es ' let 
i8 be  showin ' ,  or yore bloomahs or anythin ' , if  yo ' want ' im tuh s leep sound . 
Yo ' don ' t have anything tuh do but j es ' put dat undah his haid . See , j es ' put 
dat undah dat pillah undah his haid . See , an ' when he goes tuh s leep dere , when 
yo ' come back pull it out an ' he ' ll wake up . 

Wit de p it chure , ah saw dat tried at mah house once . Ah run a room in ' hous e  
an ' ah s aw dat tried • • • •  

[ This long s tory of a photograph turned face downward - more than a page of 
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final text - is not wor th quot ing . ]  
Yo ' g i t  chew some s alt , g i t  chew some plain salt an ' evah ' mawnin '  yo ' go , 

befo ' dey are up , so dey ' ll walk in dat salt . Yo ' j es ' g o  an ' sprinkle dat s alt 
in de s treet [ in front o f  their house ] - j es '  sp rinkle i t  s o  dey ' ll walk in it . 
An '  ah b e t  chew in nine days dey ' ll b e  s o  upset dey won ' t  wanta s tay dere . Why 
sho ' ,  dey move out . Dey ain ' t  goin ' wanta s t ay dere - g i t  so up se t dey don ' t 
know whut tub do . 

I f  yo ' wan ' a person tuh g o  ' way somewhere an ' s tay an ' nevah come back , yo ' 
g i t  an aig an ' wri te on dat aig . Writ e  his name on de aig as much as nine times . 

(Any kind o f  a chicken ' s  egg? )  
Tub keep a person , git a white hen ' s aig ; an ' tub run ' em  away , yo ' gits a 

b lack hen ' s  aig . Tuh run him away , yo ' gits a b lack chi cken aig . Be sure it ' s 
a b lack hen ' s  aig an '  write his name nine t imes on dat - j es ' write i t  nine t imes 
all ovah de aig . Den yo ' t ake it to de runnin ' wat ah an ' throw it in de runnin ' 
watah an '  make yore wishes on it . But , i f  yo ' wants a person tuh s t ay ,  yo ' git 
a white hen ' s  aig an ' yo ' ll wri t e  i t  de same way , nine t imes on dat aig , an ' yo ' 
bury dat aig anywhe re round yore res idence , or put i t  in a p lace where it ' s  
concealed - no air kin git to it - tho ' b uryin ' i t  it ' s  b es t . J es ' b ury it . 
But b e  sure dat i f  yo ' leave dere to t ake dat aig up . 

An '  i f  yo ' want a up set peop le in dey homes - yo 1 j es '  want ' em upset an '  fight 
lak dat - yo '  j es '  g i t  chew five aigs an ' go throw ' em  on de po ' ch .  J es ' pas s  by 
dere an ' throw ' em up on dat po ' ch an ' make yore wish ; j es '  dash ' em all up dere 
an ' let ' em  spat t ah  an ' make yo re wish , an '  see if dey don ' t  be fus s in '  an ' 
figh tin ' dere t i ll dey git someb ody tuh s t op it . Any kind [ o f  egg ] , j es '  any 
kind . 

Yo ' take dat lit tle bow off dey hat an '  yo ' g it chew a lit tle piece o f  ribbon 
[ demons t rates ] - yo ' j es '  fold dat li t t le piece of ribbon . Yo ' put dat in de 
palm of yore han ' lak dat . Git chew a lit tle piece of s ilk ribbon . Be sure i t ' s  
pink or whit e or light colored - don ' t  git anythin ' da ' k .  Put dat lit t le s quare 
in yore han ' an ' fo ld dat thisaway - fold it to yo ' ,  fold evah ' part to yo ' .  
Turn dat roun '  an '  fo ld i t  an '  fold i t - j es '  fold it to yo ' .  Den , yo ' take dat 
little bow an ' s ew dat up in any kind of lit tle cloth dat won ' t  wear out - always 
de shammy skin is bes t . Sew dat up in it an ' j es '  put it undah yore - wear it in 
yore s to ckin ' .  Jes ' keep i t  in dat little fo ld in yore s tockin ' ,  j es '  twis t yore 
gart ah round i t . An '  dat ' s  someb ody dat chew always g o t . He ' s  always ne ar yo ' -
an '  he ' s  got a smi le on yo ' .  · 

(You get thi s  b ow from his hat and sew i t  in this square o f  s i lk . ) 
Sho ' , yo ' t akes dat lil b ow .  Be shore he ' s  wore de hat enough dat it ' s  got 

his - yo ' know , it ' s  soiled , yo ' know ; i t ' s  got maybe de odor o f  dis person . Yo '  
know how dat hat wore . G i t  de persp irat ion aftah i t ' s  worn an ' old , see .  Well , 
dat hat ' s  used to dat person . Be shore i t ' s used to him , see , an ' yo ' j es '  take 
dat lil b ow ,  dat lil b i t ty b ow ,  an ' s ew  it in dat ribb on , an '  fold it to yo '  all 
de time , an ' dat always keeps him comin ' to yo ' . 

Yo '  kin take a woman ' s  or a man ' s  soiled clothes - yo ' kin take dem dat ' s  
re ' lly soiled . I t ' s  worse on a woman ' bout dat den it is on a man . Yo ' kin take 
a woman ' s  clothes when she ' s  soiled ' em - dat pad . Yo ' don ' t have tuh put it in 
a casket [ coffin ] . Yo ' put it in a b o t tle , see , an ' b ury it in de g roun ' ,  an '  as 
long as dat gtays , dat ' s  a s i ck pers on until dey find someb ody to dig dat up , an ' 
to find dat or [b efore ] it rots . I t ' s  got t a  rot or somebody dig it up , or dat 
pe rson have enough sympathy fo ' ' em tuh go dig it up . 

She git a pocket han ' chief , yo ' know - lak yo ' have an interco ' s e wi t a man , 
git a brand-new poCket han ' chief . She t ake dat cent ah , j es '  de centah o f  dat 
han ' chief , an '  dry dat man ; see , dry dat man wit j es ' dat centah p art right dere . 
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An '  fold dat han ' chief , j es ' fold it  - fold it  ovah dis way an '  ovah dis way to 
yo ' ; den turn dat end aroun ' an ' fold it  ovah dis way , turn dat othah end aroun ' 
an ' fold it  to yo ' .  See . Den yo ' put dat - p eople pay ' tenshun to somepin lak 
dat , an '  yo ' kin put dat in yore shoe an '  wear it . De b es ' place is in yore 
shoe , ' cause he ' s  always in a walkin ' mood an '  dat brings him back to yo ' • Yo ' 
kin wear it up roun ' yore waist , but yo ' kin hardly do dat ' cause people now pay 
mo ' ' tenshun to dat . Or yo ' kin put it undah yore stockin ' lak dat an '  wear it 
roun ' yore laig , but be shore it ' s  next to yo ' .  Yo ' kin put it in yore stockin ' . 
De b est  place is put in yore shoe , see , put it in de bo ttom of yore shoe an ' walk 
on it . 

(What wil l  that do to him? ) 
Why he cain ' t  do anything . He hasn ' t  go t anythin ' on his mind but j es ' yo ' 

all de time ' cause yore walkin ' on him . He cain ' t  have no intahco ' se  wit no 
othah woman . Why , he don ' t have no na� - he cain ' t  do anythin ' .  

Now , ah ' ll tell yo ' ' b out dat . It ' s  a whi t e  lady right cross in front of  me 
she wus told dis , an '  she did i t , an ' her husband an' her wusn ' t gittin ' ' long . 
He began goin ' wit  spo ' t in ' womans - she wus a young g i rl an ' he begin wit 
spo ' tin ' woman up dere on de corner . An '  so he ' s  j es '  t akin ' advantage o f  her 
in ever ' way - why he j es '  treated her lak a dog . So she wus told dis an ' in 
nine days she could see de effects it wus takin ' .  Now , dat wus las t yeah . He ' s  
home an ' he b rings his money home . 

Now , ' yo '  j es '  git dis man ' s name - now , ah don ' t  know how true dis is , dis is 
somethin ' dat ah ' ve j es '  heard , yo ' know . Yo ' git  dat man ' s  name dat chew know 
dat killed him . Yo ' put it in a lamp wit o il in it - ah don ' t know if i t ' s  true 
or not but it ' s  s aid to be true - yo ' put it in a coal oil lamp . Yo ' write dat 
man ' s  name nine times on dat papah an ' yo ' put it down in dat lamp . Yo ' put some 
salt , j es '  a p inch of  salt , an ' a pinch o f  sugah down in dere . Yo ' burn dat lamp 
nine days , j es '  burn it eve r '  mawnin ' an ' make yore wish . Jes ' burn dat name 
it ' s  on de papah down in de lamp in de oil . See , yo ' j es '  put dat pinch of  sugah 
an ' s alt down in dere an '  b urn dat , an '  make yore wish j es '  ever ' mawnin ' at dat 
same paht ic ' lar time . Git up an ' make yore wish . An '  in nine days i f  he isn ' t  
back , yo ' ll heah somethin ' about where he is . Dat ' s  a drawer [ it draws ] .  

Ah know dat about a person dat ' s  away from yo ' ,  an ' yo ' kin write dere name 
nine times on a p iece of papah . Jes ' write it dis way nine· times an ' dataway 
nine times - nine times all ' cross dere , an ' in nine days dat person , yo ' ll heah 
from dem . Dey ' ll write chew a card or  somethin ' .  Yo ' ll heah from dat pahtic ' lar 
person . 

(What do you do with that name , then? ) 
Yo ' j es '  put dat name in yore shoe , wear it in yore shoe ; put it undah dis 

lit tle piece [ insole] on de left foot - put it on dat foot where de side of de 
heart . 

[ To keep evil from] comin ' to yore hous e , take a piece o f  new lumber - tack a 
piece of  new pine lumber up ovah yore do ' . Well ,  ah found dat pro tect mah house .  
Dat to keep anyb ody from comin ' in tuh harm yo ' .  

Now , de house whut ah ' m s tayin ' - so a girl she always got ' long very success
ful , an ' so  ah wus tellin ' her ' bout dis pine tacked up ovah de do ' ,  an ' ah 
didn ' t  know whether tuh pull it  down or tuh leave it up dere . I t  wus a piece 
of• new p ine an '  it had nine nails in it - little new nails , No . 4 ' s .  An ' it wus 
tacked up ovah de do ' ,  an ' so ah says tuh her , ah s ays , '�arie , dere ' s  a piece of 
pine up ovah mah do ' • Ah don' t know whether tuh pull it down or whether not . "  
Ah says , "It ' s  nuthin tuh b enefi t  me ' cause ah found it heah . "  

She says , "Anna , leave dat up dere . "  She say ,  "Whut chew say it is ? "  
Ah s aid , "Let ' s  git up heah an ' see [ i f ]  it ' s  pine . "  
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Ah g o t  a ladde r an '  ah says , "See , i t ' s  p ine . "  
She s ay ,  "Leave da t up dere . "  She s ay ,  "Da t '  s tuh keep anything from eros sin ' 

yo ' . " She s ay ,  "D idn ' t  Mr . Bern an '  dem s tay in dis hous e ? " 
Ah s ay ,  "Yes , ah moved in heah behin ' ' em . "  
She s ay , "Dey p ut i t  up dere an '  s old whiskey an ' got ri ch an ' b ought all dere 

p rope r ty . " An '  she s ay ,  ' 'Yo ' nevah he ard of none o f  ' em  raidin ' dis hous e an ' 
dey go t a ' tens ion in de backyard o f  concre te . "  

Ah s ay , "Ah didn ' t know dat . "  
She s ay ,  "Yes , "  she s ay ,  "all dat b a ck  dere is concrete extens ion , ' c aus e ah 

went down dere wit de boys . "  
So in paperin ' s ome of ' em  pulled i t  down . Ah dunno , ah we re down de s treet , 

an '  dey pulled i t  down an ' ah gue s s  threw i t  away . When ah came b a ck dey had 
taken i t . 

Da t ' s  fo ' b us ines s - dat ' s  de same as dat bat . Yo ' git dat frog , git a toad
fPOg. Yo ' g i t  him while he ' s  ' l ive . Yo ' git dat frog an ' yo ' �88 i t .  Yo ' 
place dat frog somewhe re in dis s ame lodes tone an ' salt an ' let it petrify ; no t 
sugah , g i t  salt . Yo ' [get ] di s  frog an ' yo ' put him s omewhe re , place him some
where an ' make yore wi sh ovah dat frog in de mawnin ' , but chew let i t  b e - git 
him ' live . Place it into a li t tle sack lak dat . Ah got a s ist er-in- law got one 
t ied in he r hous e right now , an '  nuthin comes in ovah dem frogs ei thah . I t ' s  a 
mat tah o f  bus ine s s , lak yo ' wanta b e  succes s f ul  in somethin ' out - lak ah 'm gonna 
go out dere an ' s ell mah whiskey , an '  ah won ' t  want de law or nuthin tuh undah
take me . Wel l , ah ' l l take him down an '  carry him wit me , go on o f f  from mah 
house an '  ah could come b ack in heah an ' hang him right up dere , an '  dat don ' t  
' low nob ody come in heah ' long as ah keep dat dere . Well , ah lay h im  right 

behin ' dere on de le dg e .  
(You fix thi s  frog j us t  the s ame as you did the b a t , only you didn ' t  put the 

s ugar in i t ? )  
No , yo ' put d e  salt - dat salt petrifies him . See , i f  yo ' put s ugah o n  dat 

bat [ frog ] it wi ll mort i fy him an ' make him s t ink , b ut if yo ' put s alt in d ere 
i t  petri fie s him , s ee . 

Yo ' g i t ' a  new piece o f  domes tic [ common cot ton clo th such as sheeting ] a 
s t rip ' bo ut lak dat , an '  when yo ' have an interco ' s e wit a man , right as yo ' end 
it up , yo ' dry him - j es '  dampen d at all in dere . Yo ' tie nine kno ts in dat -
dat ' s  somepin hard tuh do , i f  yo ' want a tie it round yore wais t  an ' we ar i t . As 
long as yo ' wear dat , dat ' s  yo re man o r  yore husb and . 

Jes ' lak ah ' d  - concernin ' yo ' , ah would take d at ear wax out a mah e ar , see , 
an ' ah ' noint chure eyes wi t dat ; yeah , a little b i t ' cro ss yore eyeb rows . Dat ' s  
to hold yo ' - hold a man . Jes ' put dat ovah a man ' s  eyeb rows , yo ' know , i t ' s  
s t icky an ' it ' s  hard tuh gi t  o ff - i t  s tays up dere a long time . Yo ' kin do dat 
once a week an ' dere s t ill some of it up dere . Jes ' rub it up , yo ' know , lak 
dat . Jes ' s ay fo ' ins tance , lak ah has some men an ' dey got dat hai r  dere , 
always g o t  s ome kind grease dere , an '  she put dat up in dere , g o t  dem almos t in 
dey own way . S ee , when he washes his hai r , she rub s s ome mo ' up in dere . S ee , 
dat ' s  to hold him , keep him near dem . 

Yo ' g i t  somethin ' about chureself , anything ab out chureself an ' pu t i t  in dat 
whiskey . See , it will s top him f rom drinkin ' an '  make him s tay near yo ' all de 
time - p re t ty- near , mo ' ,  dat he ' s  crazy . Yo ' put s ome of yore feet , some de 
s crapin ' o f f a  yore feet , or yo ' know , j es '  b athe yo ' s el f ,  an '  if yo ' s  a mind tub 
be a rat lak dat , drain dat an ' drop dat in hi s whiskey . Any thin ' concernin ' of 
yo ' , yo ' nach ' al sel f ,  j e s ' p ut dat e s s ence in dat whiskey an ' he won ' t  drink any 
mo ' whiskey , an ' he ' ll j es '  b e  a dear lover to yo ' in ever ' single way . 

Now , yo '  take an eelskin an ' yo ' p ut lode s tone an ' s ugah o f  lead in i t .  Yo ' 
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git dat skin at dese p laces dat yo ' buy skins out a .  Yo ' put sug ah  o f  lead in i t  
an '  lodestone , an ' blacks tone [black lodestone? ] an ' j es '  fold dat eelskin t o  
� ·  An ' yo ' wear i t  about chew , s ee , an ' dat ' s  fo ' success . Yo ' know , make yo '  
have success in anything dat chew might undertake - an ' kill yore enemies an '  lak 
dat . Jes ' always wear dat - see , i t ' s  j es '  a help wit anythin '  yo ' s tart . 

Dat b Zaak aat Zuaky bone . See , he got a bone - yo ' know dat b one dat j oins 
dis laig heah up into his shoulder . Now , yo ' take dat bone out dat one j oint an ' 
put it in a s tove . Yo ' gotta git dat bone out dat cat befo ' he dies . Lak yo ' 
s ay ,  yo ' got a ' live b lack cat - it ' s  a b Zaak aat bone . Yo ' put dat b one an ' 
petrify it , yo ' know , an ' j es '  put dat bone in some kinda lit tle c lo th an ' wear 
i t out in a game gamb lin ' or somethin ' lak dat . Yo ' know , quite nach ' al yo ' 
wanta win , an '  j es ' t ake yore b one out an ' hold it  in yore hand an ' ,  yo '  know , 
le t chure han '  git  a lit t le mois t an ' put it  b ack .  

(You get that bone from any leg ? )  
No , yo ' g i t  � t out dat fore laig on de lef t s ide ,  dat j oint ' s  from heah tuh 

heah [ demons trates ] .  
(From the knee to the hip . Jus t  kill the cat and take i t  out ? ) 
Yo ' j es '  take dat cat . Yo ' gotta git dat bone out . Quite nach ' al it ' s gon ' a  

kill de cat , but yo ' git  de bone out while he ' s  ' live . Don ' t git  it outa a dead 
cat , git it out o f  a ' live cat . De eat ' s  got ta be livin ' , but quite nach ' al it ' s  
gon ' a  die . 

[You] kin take a chicken ' s  b lood or any kind o f  fresh fowl blood dat chew have 
dat it haven ' t  been a hour died . Yo ' t ake dat b lood - suppos e dat ah 'm in co ' t .  
Say fo ' ins tance , ah ' m goin ' tuh co ' t  an ' - dis mawnin ' ,  an ' ah don ' t  want nuthin 
tuh come up agains t me . Well , ah know yo ' gotta come ' long i f  yo ' comin ' ag ains t 
me . See , ah ' ll take dat b lood , see , an '  ah ' ll smear it in yore pathway . S ' pose 
yo ' comin ' in de co ' thouse do ' right heah , fo ' de j udge or anyb ody in dere , see . 
Ah ' ll gi t dat b lood an ' ah ' ll go smear it in dere , see , an ' in smearin ' dat blood 
ah ' ll make mah wish , see . Well , dat ' s  tuh kill yore enemies . 

Yo ' got a b room . I f  dere somethin ' yo ' see dat ' s  comin ' up agains t yo ' right 
qui ck , an '  dat ' s  de quickes t thing yo ' kin git to , yo '  go lay yore broom down 
lay yore broom down cross  yore door . Rush to yore broom an ' lay it down cros s 
yore door . Point dat part  of yore b room ,  kinda ang le it out towards yore s teps -
see , dat handle part , angle dat handle part out towards yore s t eps , s ee .  Den yo ' 
make yore wish ovah dat b room . See , dat ' s  tuh keep yore enemies from climb in '  in 
ovah dat . Dat ' s  somepin dat ' s quick - dey rushin ' in , gittin ' out de car . See ,  
if ah kin git  to it , ah j es '  throw it down dere or somep in lak dat , point it out 
dere whi le ah 'm s tanding dere makin ' mah wish . Well , dey ' ll come up to dat broom 
yo ' see , an ' s t op an '  consider whatevah yo '  tell ' em an ' not abuse yo ' , yo ' know .  

Yo ' t ake a lemon - suppos e somethin ' is ovahtakin ' me right quick . Suppose ah 
go right roun '  dere an ' have a fuss wit dis man an '  heah ' s  anothah one tryin ' tuh 
make it to hfm , yo ' know, an ' ah wanta calm dem down right qui ck , yo ' know ; an ' 
i f  ah kin make it to a lemon an '  squeeze dat lemon , yo ' know , an ' put a lit tle 
salt in dat lemon an '  j es '  squeeze dat lemon , see , j es '  squeeze dat lemon , see , 
an '  j es '  long as ah 'm makin ' mah wishes . Well , when dose people meets up wit one 
' nothah dey won ' t be in such a rough pas sion . Yo ' know , dey ' ll meet one ' nothah 
wi�hout tryin ' tuh harm one ' nothah an ' consider . 

Yo ' git  dose splinters dat ' s  been struck by lightnin ' ,  if  ah wouldn ' t  want 
chew tuh stay in heah lak ah told yo ' 'bout dose nails . Yo ' go  to a tree dat ' s 
been st ruck by lightnin ' an '  git  de splinters into de fo ' ks of  de road , i f  yo ' 
wanta cut mah business off .  Yo ' go in de fo ' ks o f  dat road an '  yo ' s tick dem 
splinters up in de fo ' ks of dat road , as much as five . I f  yo ' st ick nine - let 
it be odd - if  yo '  stick three , five , seven or nine . Let it be odd . Don ' t  s tick 
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an '  even number , see . An '  dat cuts de success o f f  from yo ' .  Yo ' s tick ' em up 
dere an ' make yore wish , see . An '  dat ' s  a quick aut-off for yore success . 

Dey use dirt dauber nest fo ' pains , yo ' know . Mah mothah used tub us e dat a 
considerable lot . She git dirt dauber nes t  an '  make i t  up , an ' make a poul tice 
an ' put mus tard , pulverize mus t ard in dat , an '  make a poul tice to dat fo ' any 
serious pain . 

[My info rmant now gives an excellent account of  the nation saak or nation bag , 
an article in my experience confined to the Memphis region . I t  is unknown along 
the Eas t Coas t and within the New Orleans area - the name . ] 

De nation bag - dey make dis bag aroun ' - a belt aroun ' dem an ' dat b ag hangs 
right down he ah , an '  dey to te dere money an ' all dere diff ' rent little concerns 
lak ah 'm tellin ' yo ' 'bout .  Dey tote some of  de men ' s concernin ' s  - dey got it 
in dat b ag . Yo ' know , a man bettah not try tuh put dere han ' on dat bag ;  yo ' 
know , he bettah not touch . He goin ' have some t roub le serious wit dat ole lady 
if he try tub touch dat bag , ' caus e when she pulls it off  at night - if she 
sleeps by hersel f , she sleeps wit it on ; but if she got a husban ' ,  yo ' ll see her 
evah night go an '  lo ck it up in dat trunk . Nex ' mawnin ' yo ' see her go dere an ' 
git it . He nevah tet ch it  - she got her stuff in dere . All o f  her s tuf f , dat ' s  
where she tote dat . She got her money in dere an ' her snuf fbox an ' all dat othah 
s tuff - yo ' s ay tobies - dat ' s whut ' s  in dat b ag .  An '  don ' t chew touch dat b ag .  
I f  yo ' [ a  man] wanta have some serious troub le - prob ' bly make him git  s ick . Mah 
husb an ' s mothah , she wus a real ole lady ' b out 95 yeahs ole . She had a bag on 
her an '  ah 'm de one dat fet ched it ' cause she drew pensions , an '  ah 'm de one got 
her money out ' cause ah had to take care of it , an ' so she had mo ' diff ' rent 
lit tle - ah don ' t  know , di f f ' rent lit tle [ things ] tied up . Ah know she did 
aunjurin ' on Mr . Simpson , her husban ' fo ' yeah , ' cause she had ma ' ed him ah 
'magine fi fty yeahs ole , [had been married to him 50 years ] , an '  she re ' lly kept 
him ,  too . She had him in dat bag , in her nation saak . 

She had dat- nation saak an ' done wore it , an ' she sewe d ,  she had so much con
fidence in dat dat she wouldn ' t  throw it away . She s ewed it  to anothah b rand-new 
�' an ' dat worn out , put dat in ' nothah one - her nation saak wus dat b ig 
[ demonstrates ] .  

Mah husb an '  , he s ay ,  ' 'Mah mothah wouldn ' t  nevah let yo ' tetch dat , " say , ''Mah 
daddy nevah has had his han ' s  on dat nation saak . 

(Do women s till wear them as much as they used to? ) 
Well , now , when yo ' find one dat ' s  be  ' cus tomed to things lak dat . Ah know 

several women dat wears ' em ,  dat dey gotta wear ' em now . In wearing dat j unk on 
' em dey gotta have a nation saak , see . An ' i f  dey go t a man sleepin ' wit ' em dey 
done go t heaps of  dese things , an ' dey cain ' t  have dese things aroun ' ' em untied . 
Dey wanta know whut ' s it about . An '  when dey gi t i t  covered down in dat nation 
saak , see , dey pull i t  off an '  lo ck i t  up , see , ' cause nobody ' sposed tub touch 
it . An '  when dey git up in de mawnin ' dey put it on , an '  den dey cain ' t  g it in 
de bed . Well , yo ' see , dey ' s  ' fraid dey might go tuh sleep , an ' he examine it 
yo ' know. Dere ' s  lots  of ' em .  Ah know several of us wearin ' ' em . 

Yo ' know , if a woman wants tuh keep a man an ' nevah - he ' ll nevah git away 
from her . He kin go but he cain ' t  s t ay .  He ' ll come b ack an ' bring dat money 
goin ' bring dat money when he comes . His mind is on her i f  he ' s  away . Jes ' take 
a pair of hiw pants dat he wears nex ' to him . See , he put dose pants down lak 
dat . Yo ' git chure lodestone . Yo ' git  sugah of  lead . Yo ' git  dragon ' s  b lood . 
Yo ' git a little mixture out a some of  dese places uptown where yo ' buy dat - dey 
call de dead man 's bone [see p . l076 , line 37 ] .  An '  yo ' git dat root of Eve-an '
Adam. Yo ' place dat all in dere an ' den yo ' sprinkle sugah all in dere . Dat 
soften an ' mois ten dat up , keep it mois t .  Den yo ' roll it lak dis [ demons trates]  
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see , roll  it  j es '  as tight as yo ' kin , have it righ t  dere , dis lit tle roo t , have 
it as tight as yo ' kin , j es '  lak dat . 

(Keep rolling it to you . )  
Rollin ' i t  to yo ' right tight lak dat . Den yo ' have yo ' a string an ' j es '  tie 

it all around in lak dat . Den , yo ' take one of his socks an ' push dat in it  an ' 
j es ' put it anywhere yo ' want , where nobody dat ' s  pas s in ' kin ' s turb i t , an '  j es '  
keep it  dere , an '  dat somebody nevah will , only when yo ' leave , dash dat out . 
See , yo ' cain ' t  dash it - yo ' gotta open it  up an '  dash it  out in de b athroom . 

(End o f  1517 . )  

"DOCTOR" CAFFREY 

I 'M WHAT YOU CALL "DOCTOR " PROFESSIONAL 
WITH TWELVE DIFFERENT GIFTS TO DO ALL THINGS 

I 'M THE "TWO-HEADED MAN "  

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 

[ Caffrey is a oocto:ro by his own admis sion , j us t  about the bes t  o f  them , so he 
claims , and the only person who admitted b eing a �o-headed man [see p . 280 ] - a 
title not so well regarded in some parts of the hoodoo world . He carried a b lack 
briefcase , dressed formally , acted what he considered the professional manner , 
and gave me his handb ill . I may s t ill have it . Finally , he is  one of those 
memorab le experiences of my life , performing , almost before my eyes , an immediate 
cure upon my inj ured contact man , Edward . This  he mentions and I describe in the 
INTRODUCTION .  Caffrey , informant 840 , is primarily a hea ler ,  relying little upon 
hoodoo-manual remedies and rites . I f  you think he s talls a little , exaggerates a 
little , do not underes timate him - he is a professional . His material , b roken 
up and reassemb led with few loses , is on cylinders A44 7 : 8-454 : 1  = 1263-1270 . ]  

I wasn ' t  born in Mississipp i , I was born in Louisiana . 
(Oh , I see . Well , you are from Mississippi recently , I see . )  
Yes . 
(Well ,  you can tell me what they did . And speak loud , please . )  
See , that ' s  mah pitchure there , see . See , that ' s  my pit chure there - I ,  my

self . I would get a holt of the individual pitchure , see , and I would get me a 
black candle the size o f  about that [ demons trates ] ,  set that pitchure upside down 
[demonst rates ] , and in set t ing that pit chure ups ide down , in twenty-four hours I 

would take a box of salt , see , and throw it around that b lack candle , s catter it 
about it , and make m�sh j us t  like if I be making my wish the re to the eas t ( he 
faces eas t ] . In twenty-four hours I ' ll have those folks leaving town . 

( I  see . You must burn a b lack candle . )  
Mus t burn a b lack candle • 

• (Do you light that black candle any special time? ) 
You - well , yes , the best time to light it is twelve o ' clo ck at night . 
(Light it at twelve o ' clock at night . And where would you set that candle? ) 
Well , I would set it  in a special corner - not exactly a special corner , but 

in a corner where a chifferobe is at or anything to hide it to keep the other 
people from seeing it . 

(And where do you burn this candle - in your private sanctuary? ) 



14 60 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

[A penciled note made years ago while checking the transcrip tion with the 
cylinders , reads , "A b ad ques tion . Fortunately he did not understand sanctuary 
or , if he did , did not accep t my lead . " ]  

Well , in your private room - any room that anybody don ' t tFapse [ a  rare word 
pronounced tFap 'see by people during author ' s  boyhood - a variety of tFaipse or 
tFapes , pronounced traps by dict ionary = gad or wander ] about . That ' s  if you 
don ' t  want to let no one see it . But it bes t where you can see it . And in set
ting it  though , you curse - in other words , in set ting it  you mus t talk to it , 
cuss i t .  And in talking to that [picture ] you j us t  tell it j ust what you tell 
them people , j us t  like I ' d  command you to , "Leave here , you dirty bas tard ! You 
mus t go . I suffer for you to be drownded . "  Just talk to that in that form , and 
talk to that candle . And in t alking to that candle why you induce that , and --
whatsomever that ' s  to be done it do ' s  in 24 hours - somet ime they may happen to 
b reak their neck . 

(Now ,  what did you do to make that candle go out ? }  
That ' s  all right . I ' ll draw me a g lass of water - see , draw me a glass of  

water at the hour of nine o ' clo ck in  the morning . You got ta draw it  - and you 
draw that water at nine o ' clock in the morning and I ' ll have that water to set 
until about three o ' clock in the evening . I ' ll take this crucifixion of th;-
�s [= crucifix - symbolized by nine to three o ' clock]  and I ' ll say my OuF 
FatheF PFayeFB over that water three times , and I ' ll have the individual to b low 
in that water three times , and in b lowing in that water three times , I 1 11 have 
him to repeat , "The Name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Spirit , "  and then 
I ' ll place my hand upon his head and s ay ,  "The Name of the Father , the Son and 
the Holy Spirit , "  and have him to make his wish to the four paFts of the land 
[ often called four corneFs of the WoFld] , and I ' ll guarantee you those lights 
will go out in three hours time , and the headache condit ion dat they are suffer
ing with , it  shall be moved . 

(I  see , they ' ll move away . }  
Move away . 
(Now , what did you say that he makes his wishes to the four co�eFs of the 

eaFth for? Why did you do that ? }  
I t ' s  like eas t - well , s ay eas t , north , wes t , and south . See . 
(He mUs t face the eas t direction as he makes the wish? } 
Yes , that ' s  it - as he make it . But make it  with faith . 
(With faith . I see .  I unders tand . ) 
With faith - be made with fai th , and it sure be gone . I t  mus t leave him and 

that condit ion won ' t  come b ack .  Now , if that condition is - there is no way for 
that condition to come b ack . I f  that condition come back , see me . But there ' s  
no way for that condition to come back . 

(Well , suppose somebody is put ting down something ' for me ? Somebody is trying 
to harm me in some way ? }  

S upposing someone i s  put ting something down for me to walk over , and what kind 
of a condition come about from it  - a leg or something like that? 

(Yes . )  
Well , if this condition comes ab out a leg or some thing like that , and they 

feel that that leg is af fected of some kind of  evil ' vir 'mint [ environment ] ,  j us t  
g o  to the dru� store and get a bottle o f  ammonia . You see , you c an  get the bot
tle of ammonia and then you ask for a bottle of b ay rum . 

(Bay rum. )  
Bay rum , you s ee . And after that you get a bottle o f  antis eptic - you see , 

that . And then you get a b ottle of  as safitidee [ asafetida] and you ' ll stir that 
to gpeat 'viF 'mint [ environment ] .  You understand . And in s tirring that to great 
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' vir ' mint , you put that down into - you put it into a quart bo t t le , i f  you got a 
bot tle . And you set i t  into the earth for nine days and after the ninth day you 
take it up and rub for nine mornin�s ,  y ou s ee . And in rubb ing for the nine morn
ings , it b e ' s  at the hour o f  six o clo ck in the morning . That condit ion should 
be moved . 

Evil ' rl r ' mint . 
(What can you s ay about that ? )  
We ll , such things as going out to the forks o f  the road . What cha mean? About 

put ting s omething down? Or j us t making a wi sh? 
(Anything that comes to your mind . ) 

Well , say , j us t like somebody would - mostly about s omebody would throw s ome
thing in the air or some thing like that ? We ll , we ' ll lay a parab le - we wouldn ' t 
exactly say throw something in the air ,  we ' ll [ say ] that mayb e somebody might put 
s ome thing in the road to aPoss someb ody els e .  You get the idea about tha t ?  And 
in a�saing somebody they might cause them to be s ick fo r about s ix  months . 
That ' s  wh at you want to know about , a condi t ion like that . 

Well , all right , such a condition like that would come ab out - it wouldn ' t  be 
no thing for you to do bu t j us t  go to work and get you some clay dirt , and also 
some sut [ soot ] , you see , and in g e t t ing s ome sut , well , you can j us t  mos tly about 
get some clear water and in get ting cle ar water ,  you might get some b lack pepper 
and use it to g reat ' vironment , and then you might put that into a flask , and 
you ' ll cat ch some rain water . See . And you ' ll cat ch some rain water and you ' ll 
take a red light and set it on that and b urn that for three days . Get the idea 
ab out i t ?  And in burning that red light for three days , you make your wish , and 
you rub continual with th at and then you take your b ath three t ime s a week on 
Mondays , Wednes days and Fridays . Get the idea ab out it ?  And in rubb ing i t  on 
Mondays , Wednesday s  and Fridays , you makes your wish to th at light , and after you 
us ing that red light , we ll that light will b urn comp letely yout . And you t ake 
that red candle . You get the idea ab out i t ?  And you t ake s ome of that [ candle ] 
wax and put i t  there and you continue us ing , and you take your b ath three t imes 
a week , and that condition wi ll be removed - reduced - what you c all reducing 
' vironment . 

GPaveyapd diPt is supposed to be for killing . GPavey� diPt is suppos ed to 
be - in othe r words , gPaveyaPd din is to b ring ab out some kind of confus ion and 
bring ab out a killing s crape or cut ting s crape o r  shooting s c rape . Wel l ,  all 
right , that condit ion can be mas tered in s ome form or another e asy enough . All 
you would have to do , j us t  take three buckets of water , see . Put three buckets 
of water in a tub ,  s ee .  And put three t ab lespoons of s ugar in that tub and s crub 
that house from f ront to b ack , you s ee , On Thur s days , Tuesdays , and Sundays . 
Re ad the 66th Ps alm , read the 2 3rd P s alm , read the 35 th Ps alm o f  David .  You get 
the idea about that ? And then you migh t go in some place or another and get ro ck 
incens e .  And in get ting the ro ck incense ,  you might smoke that house out three 
times a week - that condit ion shall be reduced , removed . 

[ Someone is ] trying to mas ter you . All right . Say ,  for ins tance , now , you is 
a lady ' s friend . All r ight . You is a lady ' s  f riend , and s ince you come to b e  a 
lady ' s  friend , she cares much for you , and maybe perhaps you might be after some 
o f  the othe r girls . You see . You get the ide a  about that? And she want to 
b rlak you . All right . She go - this lady friend o f  yourn might ge t s ome kind 
o f  b read , this light b read , and b re ak the bread up in s ix parts , you s ee . Get 
her a pint bot tle , that little thick b ot tle o f  van-van - the van-van very thick 
b ot t le [my only information about the bottle ] . You get the i dea about that? Put 
that b read in the re .  Get the idea ab out that? And then in put ting that bread in 
the re ,  she get about half o f� a iialfa pint o f  your urine and pour on top of that 
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bread . You get the idea ? Then she ' ll get a j ar of  honey and pour on that . Get 
the idea? And in getting the j ar of honey and pouring on that , she ' ll get nine 
pins . Get the idea? And put up on top of that honey and that bread . Get it?  
And she ' ll write your name down and put it three times upon that urine , and j us t  
in writing your name and putting it down upon that urine , she ' ll [ shake ] that 
bott le at that particular time and wheresomever that you at or wheresomever that 
you gone , she ' ll j us t  call you - as your named George ,  j us t  like your name is 
George - she ' ll say ,  "George , I want you to come here . " You can ' t go away 
that ' s  to  control your nature . I want you to b ring me j ust whatsomever you got 
for her , you b ring i t  and you divide with her , from the beginning to the end , 
and then you won ' t  have no vitality for no other woman . Ev ' ry  time you see her , 
you ' ll have a heart for her all the time but - all right . I left ' vironment 
out - oh , oh , oh , I mis sed ' vironment . But after she go to work and put that 
bread upon that urinate , she go to work and put the honey and put nine pins , b ut 
she place that bottle up under the s teps where you going to pass over - where you 
going to walk over - turn it ups ide down like this , put it upside down . Now, you 
understand me good . 

(I  understand . ) 
You see . And you walks upon that - you walks over that . 
( Turns it upside down? ) 
Bottom upwards . 
(Bot tom upwards and she pours the wat er over that for nine days ? )  
Nine days and in the ninth day she takes i t  up . And in the ninth day she 

takes it up but she don ' t  keep it in the house - she might take it to her 
friend ' s  hous e .  But she control you by shaking it  like that .  And as your name 
George , she say ,  "George , I got you now and you can ' t  go  nowhere , and you ' re for 
me and I going to have you long as I live , and you cannot fool with no other wo
man . " You see? Well , that controls your natwoe and she ties you , and you b e  
crazy about her and i f  you leave her - i f  you leave her - you might leave her 
and s tay away from her , but in the ninth day , she ' ll b ring you b ack j ust by 
sha�ing that bot tle . She ' ll control you from the beginning to the end . 

(I see . ) 
Well ; le t ' s  say something ab out the people go to hoodoos and in going to hoo

doos , why they ' ll �x up the man and the woman into a shape • • • •  
I done see how it were done - how they dance a pe rson to death [ s ee pp . 794 , 

796 , 12 79 ) . They get a-holt of  your hat , you see , get a-holt of  their hat and 
take it to a oak tree , you see , and in taking i t  to a oak tree , you make some 
kind of  a foundation - put i t  near , close to the roo t ,  not too far from the root ,  
but near to the roo t ,  you s ee .  And they ' ll make s ome kind o f  foundation and 
they ' ll j ust set that foundation up on top o f  that , and they ' ll use nine b lack 
candles , you see . And as they ' ll us e nine b lack candles and they' ll s tart to 
dance and they ' ll s tep like that . [ He demonstrates . ]  I t ' s  a ole dance they got . 
They ' ll dance , dance t ill you kills yourself . They j us t  dance , dance , you see 
and they 1 11 do that for nine days - j ust make you dance and kill yourself dead . 
Get the idea about that . 

(Where do they b urn those black candles - out at the oak t ree or in their own 
home ? )  

Well , you J>urn those b lack candles out at the oak tree , but you want to get  
somewhere where nobody going to  see  you - out into a far prairie somewhere . But 
you wanta get you some kind of  some thing j us t  like a stone , or s ay like same 
stone j ust  about the s ize o f  this , or something like that - a real s tone or a 
piece of s teel , where those candles can ' t  turn over . 

(I see . You want a lit tle stand of same sort , so they won ' t  turn over? ) 
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Yes . 
(I  see . )  
(S  t • Michael? ) 
Ye ah , tha t ' s correctly . Well , yeah , there ' s  a S aint Mi chael , s ee .  That ' s  a 

s aint that is coming from something like heaven with two swords in his hands . 
See , there ' s  St . George , he ' s  coming with two swords on his hors e .  All right . 
S t .  Michael - you us e a red candle to S t . Michael . Do you get the idea about 
that? All right . And St . George , you uses a blue candle to S t . George . Get 
the idea ab out i t ?  And you use that blue candle for nine day s  - as one candle 
b urn out , you light another one - for nine days , continue on nine days . And 
those candles do mos t any thing that you want them to do . 

(You j us t  ligh t the candles and make the wish to them? ) 
Make a evil wish to that .  Tell him what to do and mean it - with a evi l 

'viPonment , and then after that ,  you cus s  it . You get the idea about that? 
(Did you ever he ar of S t . Expedit e ? ) 
Oh , ye ah .  
(What do you know ab out S t . Expedite? ) 
S t . Expedite is a kind of a wonderful s aint , too , for most anything you want 

to be done . Now ,  S aint Exp edit e ,  you us e a candle that - a yellow candle ,  you 
see . And you use that yellow candle [he demons t rates ] - you take that yellow 
candle and you write the party ' s  name three t imes on the s ide o f  it , and then 
you take one pin and you put it in chere and yo u take one p in and put it in here . 
You t ake three pins altogether and put them there . You ge t  the idea ab out that ? 

(You pu t one in the bo t tom . )  
One in the bottom , one in the s ide , and one in that s ide . 
(And one in the other side . )  

Yes . 
And you take that S t . Expedite pit chure and you turn it ups ide down . You see . 

And al l righ t , you turn it up s ide down and you migh t take a nickel , j us t  like 
that [ d�ons trates ] and s tand that nickel up s ide o f  there some way or another ,  
you s ee .  You get the idea ab out it? And then you take a nickel and put i t  up
side down and you might take a shot [he means some powder from a shotgun shel l ]  -
see , what you shoot in a gun , and put it up side there , you s ee .  And you light 
that sho t [powder ]  and that sho t [powder ] go o f f , and whensomever that shot 
[ powder ]  go o f f , that evi l 'viPonment j us t  crack . 

(And what wi ll that do then? ) 
That des troy that aPoss over you - that kills the fellow . 
(How do you know you ' re ge tting the right fellow? How do I know that I 'm 

go ing to kill the right fellow? ) 
Well , you know that you killed the righ t fel low b e cause you know directly who 

you want to do it to [ the doctrine of int ention ] . Jus t like his name George , you 
command him , "George , I command you to go . I command you to die . " S e e .  "I 
command you to live . "  

(Well , suppose you tell me s omething about he r . ) 
Well , she - S t .  Rita is a saint that she don ' t  allow no man around at no time . 

She mos tly fighting men . In other wo rds she kill mens all the time . In othe r  
wo;ds she take people out of your family .  I 'm satis fied to know that S t . Ri ta 
take people out of the family , b ecaus e I had St . Rita in my p lace one time where 
I was operating my busine s s  and she taked my uncle and my grandmother out - I ' m 
pre t ty sure she did . See . And after I go t her out o f  my place , why , well , much 
more of my rela tives never did die . S t .  Rita is the kind o f  a s aint that do 
fighting - takes away . And she ' s  nas ty to the effec t .  And she ' s  no good s aint . 
She ' s  really under what ' s  evi l  'viPOrUTient all the t ime .  And then I sees her all 
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the time fighting . She is a evil force . 
St . Peter - St . Peter is a kind of  a wonderful saint , too , to mos tly do any

thing that you want to do . S t . Peter will open the doors for you . He ' s the man 
that handle all keys . I f  you make your wish to him - and in making your wish to 
him , you make it very s incerely ,  you see . And in making it very s incerely , you 
get up - you start ro ZZing , you see , and roll about half a b lock ,  and j us t  re
peat , "St . Peter , S t . Peter . "  Make your wish to S t . Peter and then you take two 
keys [ he begins to demons trate] ,  see , take two keys and hold ' em in your hand 
like that [he devoutly takes an imaginary key in each hand ] and you make your 
wish to the four corners of the e a:I"th . Then you b ow like that [he bows ] j us t 
like a Catholic pries t , and yo ' ll get your wish . 

( I  see . You hold a key in each hand . )  
In each hand , yes . 
(Now what do you mean , you ro Z Z ? )  
Well , when you � Z Zin ' ,  you j us t  ro Z Zin ' j us t like this here [he does a 

rotating motion with his bent head ] . You see , j us t  like you lay like that , you 
� z z , saying , "St . Peter . "  You ro Z Ung to success .  

( I  see . )  
But you have S t .  Peter ' s  pitchure , stand up to the altar , and you going to 

roll like that , like you � z z  that [way ,  you] j us t  ro Z Z  it over and when you 
get there , j us t grab [ the altar and s ay , ]  "My wish . "  

[ All the while he is dancing - see later. ] 
(I see - j us t  sort o f  hop , hobb le . )  

Yes . 
(Then , you don ' t  get on the floor to roll - jus t do th is sort of  thing ? )  
Just make that - you ge t  in there like that and � z z  it . 
(But while you are standing b efore the picture . )  
But , until you get to the pitchure , you got ab out halfa block ,  see . Not 

exactly halfa block , say somewhere along about 13 or 14 feet - something like 
that , 14 or 15 feet . 

(And j us t  � z z  up to that picture? ) 
Jus t roZ Z  up -to that picture . 
(And then ask for the request? ) 
Ask for the reque s t . 
(I  s ee . ) 
(Wha t do they say about S t . Raymond? ) 
St . Raymond is a wonderful s aint . S t .  Raymond is a saint that is a great 

saint and S t .  Raymond will do most anything that you want to do , b ut you mos tly 
have to use St . Raymond on a Thursday . And to S t . Raymond - you want to use a 
green light to St . Raymond . And you us e a green light and you take a quarter 
and you put it in a saucer , you see . And you set that quarter in a saucer , you 
see . And you set that quarter in a saucer and you set a green light upon that . 
Get the idea about it ? And in put ting that green ligh t upon St . Raymond , you get 
a glass - you see , I ' m talking about a looking glass . Get the idea about it ? 
And you run that St . Raymond out - that green light out , you s ee , and then you 
let it set right to that glass . Ge t the idea ab out it?  And when it  get to that 
glass , say , "S t . Raymond , St . Raymond ,  I call you . I call you at this particular 
time to find \nto distance [ to s ee into the future] . "  You see . And you ' ll have 
finances to come from New York . [ The implication here is obvious . ]  All right . 
And after that - after you done - j us t  before - in other words , j us t  after you 
light that green light , you read the 56th Ps alm and the 21s t  Psalm , you see . And 
he ' ll grant you your wishes , anyway that you des ire .  See . 

(You stand this candle on a mirror? ) 
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No , sir , you s tand the candle in - you take the quarter and put it in a 
sauce r .  

(Yes . )  

1465 

You see - you donate - you don ' t have to put it in the s auce r , put it under 
the s aucer , but be sure that the g las s is up there j us t  like this chere [ chair] 
he re . 

(Oh , the g l as s is st anding at the side , th ere? ) 
Ag ains t the candle j us t  like that . 
(Against the candle . )  
Yes . 
[He demons t rates wh ile I comment . ]  
(Now you are looking int o the g las s and . )  
And you t alking to S t . Raymond . And that ' s  fo r dis tant calls - that ' s  for 

to call for dis tance . 
(How do you mean , caZ Z  for dis tance ? )  
Calls for dis t ance , j us t  like you s ay ,  "Money from . "  In o ther words , j us t 

like you s ay - j us t  like - s ay ,  you g o t  a lady friend in Hous ton , Texas , say , 
"Mar ie , o f  the S t ate o f  Texas , I command you to s end me $ 10 . 00 . 1 1  [ This i s  
prob ab ly what he was expecting f rom me . ]  " S t . Raymond , g rant me my wi sh by 
divine force , that it may come and I won ' t be dis appointed - my wish shall be 
granted t o  me . "  You see - for success - and you talk righ t to that glas s . 
After that candle i s  b urned out , then you take that g las s like thi s  he re and you 
[he demons trate s ]  "Father , Son and Ho ly Ghos t . "  

(You make the s ign of the cro s s . ) 
S ign o f  the cros s . 
(Well , now , does that wax melt and come down ove r the candle? ) 
That wax melt and run down on the candle and - you don ' t  want to do away with 

tha t - that comes into a p retty sh ap e . You don ' t  want to do away wi th i t . You 
� to take that and put it in your b riefcas e  or put it in your [ altar] corner 
s ome p lace . You want to keep that - tha t ' s  for succes s to come on . 

You us e a b one o f  the skull . Wha t - in wha t  ins t ance? There ' s  different 
ways . 

(Well ,  I don ' t  know . Give me an examp le , you can g ive me some examples . )  
All right . Now , the bone - the re ' s  di fferent ways to use bones [ o f  the dead ] . 

You can take bones from the skull , say , out o f  the grave . Get the idea ab out 
that? And in t aking the bone out of the skull from out of the grave , you take 
tho s e  bones and you might take ' em  into a [ cab in] lof t .  You get the idea about 
those skeleton bones ? And you might let them s t ay in the loft [ or at t ic ] maybe 
about , say for ab out two years or for about three years . Get the idea about 
that? And [ i f ]  you leave ' em  s tay in there about two ye ars or three years , that 
spirit will remain in s ome form or ano ther and will come into res embling that o f  
a s corpion ' s  shape or some other form or another - di f ferent form like that , and 
will cause people to be s cared , and will exis t in some way or o ther to mas ter , 
that wi ll des troy things . 

Then you can takes bones of people , different - different kind o f  b ones o f  
peop le who have s tolen things , and you can put them in a drum , you see , and you 
c� go around and play music . But you ' ll h ave that into the drum all the time 
and you making , b lowing the horn and b eating the drum and going on , and that 
sp irit will remain over in New York somewhere maybe , make a whole lot of nois e 
and will s care peop le out , and have p eop le to run away and go on . Then you can 
take b ones again and you _ cap  put ' em  in a b arre l  and roll ' em  so-forth-and- so
on , and go on like that and roll ' em  in the b arre l and that caus e them , cause 
that spirit to come about into the hospital ,  come right into very important 
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places , into banks and everything , and s care peop le and s o-and-so like that . 
(And he ' s  a doctoP and I want a j ob .  Can you help me out ? )  
[ I  did not turn on machine quickly enough t o  catch the whole o f  my question : 

"Suppose I want a j ob and I go to a doctop for help . Can you ( also a doctoP) 
help me out ? " ]  

Yes . 
(What pro cedure would you go through? )  
I would give you - all right , I would bow you right down . I would bow you 

right down with a candle in your hand , with a white candle , and place my hand 
upon your head and t ell you to make your wish . See . And tell you . 

(Make me bow? ) 
Make you b ow - have you t o  bow , see , with that candle in your hand , and I 

would make my prayer with faith , you s ee .  And I tell you , "Now , you take this  
candle . "  All right ,  say you are going on  tbe j ob tomorrow . You come in  to me 
today for a j ob , you see , then you going on the j ob tomorrow, see . Well , all 
right , I '  11 tell you to b ow right here and I '  11 tell you , s ay ,  "Now , I want you 
to  light up this candle at six o ' clock in your home . "  You s ee , at six o ' clock 
this evening in your home , and you ' ll make that petit ion at six this evening and 
at nine in the night , you see . Well , tomorrow morning you going out and s ay , 
maybe you going on the j ob , you going to work at seven tomorrow morning . You 
get up about five . 

[ For s ome reason I turned off my machine , but next morning I the j ob-seeker 
get up at five and light a white candle - white for purity . ]  

(You use white  for purity . ) 
Us e white for purity and that will bring about luck , too , the same [ candle ] . 
(Well , now , the next morning , what will you make me do then? ) 
All right , the next morning ' round about five-thirty , you get up and you light 

that candle again , see . You get the idea about that ? And you take a glas s  o f  
water and yoy place your hand right in there j us t  like that [ demons trates ] and 
you make your wish and make the sign of the cross , and you light that light . And 
continue leaving that light burning and you go on out . Get the idea about i t ?  
And then g o  on out . Jus t before you get to the bossman , you stand still and 
you - you s ay your OUP FatheP PPayer three times . Do you understand me? When 
you go to the bossman , you go in [ the door]  this far , but you put the right foot 
before the left foo t , you see . [He demonstrates . ]  Get the idea about that? You 
s ay ,  "Well , Captain , you puttin ' on any men today ?  Could you give me a j ob ? "  
[He demons trates . ]  

(You fold your hands with your righ t  foot forward . )  
Yeah , well , now , j us t  like my name is DoctoP Caffrey , see . Jus t  like my 

name ' s  DoctoP Caffrey , you repeat my name three times , say ,  "DoctoP Caffrey ,  
Doctor Caffrey , DoctoP Caffrey , grant me my wish . " And you stand right in this 
form ,  j us t  like this here [ demonstrates ] - you is there and here ' s  the bossman 
right there . "Captain , are you hiring any more men? Is there any opening here? " 
Jus t like that ,  and that bossman cannot turn you down . He might tell you , say ,  
"Wait chere awhile . "  And he may be gone about fifteen or twenty minutes , but 
finally after ' while he come back and put you on the j ob .  

[This is the only instance I have found where the client makes a wish or 
prayer to the •ab sent do ctor !  As we shall see later , Doctor Caffrey is not modest 
about his ability or reputation . ]  

(I  s ee .  I see . ) 
That ' s  luck and successful . 
All right , now , there ' s  enpiPonment that I use concerning , getting the envi

l'01111lent of van-van - that ' s  the name of that , van-van. All right you getting the 
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envi�onment of van-van . I t ' s  kind of a cologne that I make out of spice . You 
get the idea ab out that ?  

(Yo u s ay ,  you can make van - van  yours elf ? )  
I don ' t  make the van-van . 
( But you make s ome thing else out of sp ice? ) 
Out o f  sp ice , yes . You s ee , I get that spice and that van-van and - let ' s  

see what e lse is the o the r kind o f  ing redient that I do take - get this lump 
sugar , you see , and I ' ll put three grains in that . Do you g e t  the idea ab out 
that ? And in gett ing thi s lump sugar I put s three grains in that . All righ t , 
and then I ' ll get me s ome kind o f  a - well , s ay ,  s ome kind o f  a sweet incense 
and I ' ll put a touch o f  incense in that . Do you g et the idea ab out th at? And 
then I ' ll put about nine drops o f  ammonia and I ' ll s t ir that to a s t at e  - s tir 
it - s t ir it - s t ir it - s ti r  it - stir it - and I ' ll put three waterb uckets o f  
water i n  a tub , you s ee , b u t  a b rand-new tub . G e t  the idea b out that ? And I ' ll 
get me a b rand-new mop . Get the idea about that ? All right , and I ' ll s tart to 
mop it . See? I ' ll put one t ab lespoonful of that in that wat er and I ' ll s t art 
to mop f rom the front s t eps , you see , but I want to s crub the success in . You 
s ee ?  You wanta s crub , you wanted to b ring the s ucces s in . You don ' t  want to 
s t art from the b ack , you see , you wanta scrub it in and j us t  s crub , scrub and 
cont inue on s c rubb ing b ack , but h ave you - as you scrubb ing you making your wish . 
Now , after I done s crubb ing all the ways through ,  I ' ll go to work and I ' ll get 
some kind o f  a ro ck incense , that a incense that burn without a blaz e ,  see , and 
I ' ll smoke that house al l the way ou t - all the way out - j us t  all the way 
through . Get the idea? And I ' ll pur that water right �t the s teps . Get the 
idea ab out that ? All r ight . And th at water with the environment there is 
s t rong , and that s cent is smelling , and when anybody get there , that s cent will 
at tract - them , and that s cent wi ll draw them in and they will come right on in 
the re . 

(Well now , I ' m troub led about - the law is b o thering me . I want to keep them 
away . )  

All right . In cas e that the law i s  bothering you . All righ t , the law is 
b othering you - the policeman is bothering yo u and they want you to leave town . 
In othe r words , they t ell you to leave town . 

[WHAT A PROPHETIC QUESTION AND ATTEMPTED ANSWER! WITHIN A FEW DAYS I WOULD 
BE IN THAT PREDICAMENT AT MEMPHI S ! ] 

All right , now , the law is b o thering you and they want you to leave town . 
Now , wha t  you go ing to do ? You g oing to go to work and you going to get you a 
b lue candle . You see? And also , you going to get you another whi te candle and 
a red candle . You get the ide a  about that? 

[Had I been an ab le doctor like Caffrey , "the b e s t  in the world" b y  h is own 
admis sion , I would h ave answered , "Yes , I ' ge t  the idea about that , '  I am t o  
wave the red-white-and-blue i n  the face o f  the police o f  Memphi s , telling them 
I h ave a leg al  right to int erview Negroes in a Neg ro hotel . "  Desp ite Doctor 
Caffrey ' s advi ce , I lef t  town . ] 

And you can get th at b lue candle and a whit e candle and that red candle and 
you going to light thos e lights , you s ee , at the ho ur o f  nine o ' clo ck in the 
mo�ing . Then you going to read the 35th Ps alm - the 35 th Ps alm , see - then 
you g o ing to read the 3 7 th P salm ,  then you g o ing to read the 70th Psalm . Ge t 
the idea? And you 'g-o ing to repeat that law ' s name three times a day . You get 
the idea about i t ?  And that law will b e  dismiss ed o f f  o f  thi s  force - les sen 
t ime than three weeks , he ' ll be o f f  of thi s  force , somewhere e ls e . 

We say , now , two fellows out there g i t  into a fight . One man ups and shoot 
that o ther man up and run fo r it and ain ' t  caught . That man go on the way . 
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They don ' t  know where he gone at  and the law is looking for him ,  but s till I say 
I kin bring him back .  All right , now I 'm going to bring him b ack . I 'm going to 
show you into a plain way .  I 'm kind o f  a real fast fellow on those things and 
I ' m going to  show you to a plain way .  All right , now what I wanta do . I 'm going 
to bring him b ack . I 'm going to call his name three times at the hour of  twelve 
o ' clock at night , loud as I can - tell him he must come back , God damn him , and 
I 'm  going to get three [ two ]  hen eggs and p lace in his hands . See , I place one 
in the right hand and one in the left hand and I ' m  going to lay that man in the 
coffin on the flat o f  his back . Do you get  the idea ab out it?  And in three days 
and three nights , that man ' ll come to the jai Z-house and g ive hisself up to the 
police . 

(You use two eggs there - one in each hand? ) 
Yeah . 
( I  see . And he ' ll come back? ) 
He ' 11 come b ack .  
(Now , in getting your own experience ,  how did you s t art in this work? Get 

this power and s tart in your work along this line? ) 
Just  how you start into work? 
(Did you learn from somebody? ) 
No , I learned that myself . I learned that mysel f .  
(You weren ' t initiated by anybody , were you? ) [ A  leading question asking for 

the answer no ! ]  
No , no , ah 'm developed to that s tate mys elf . Nobody . 
(Now:-you ' re a doctor [he has already called hims elf a doctor] - now , what do 

you call yours elf , a spiritualist or - I mean , what do you call yours elf? ) 
I 'm the two-headed man - that ' s j us t  a - I different from the church ,  you 

� - so far as s omething like that - that ' s  j us t my alib i .  
[He calls himself a spiritualis t to keep away from the law . ] 
(Oh , I see . I s ee - you both [you and Church ] have different gifts and the 

like . ) 
I have the gift  [ sp iritualism] too , but that ' s  where I demons trate in church 

and b ig auditorium , b ig s chools and things , but that ' s j us t  for my adver tising 
[he gave me his handb ill , I may s till have it ] , and I haVe my private [ place o f  
bus ines s ]  j us t  like you got a private o ffice . 

(Well , do you get over here - to Algiers at all . Amongs t  those people over 
there? ) 

Well , I don ' t  have any [ legal ] right to get over there . I been all around 
there - I ' ve travelled more than [how many? ]  States . See , I g oes all about . 

(Do you know Mother - or whatever her name is - Madam Helen? Is  she living 
over there in Algiers ? )  

I don ' t  know . 
( • • • • • • • • • • • • •  ) [ I  speak several inaudible words . ] 
I don ' t  know about that . You see , ah 'm a born worker - what you call a born 

worker. I ' m born to that , to do thes e  things . In other words , I had it from my 
grandfather . My o ld grandfather was a man by the name o f  George Mack - he was 
supposed to be the best in the world . Now , I 'm suppos ed to be the best in this 
cit1 to give results , and out of  the city ,  too . [ The best in the world ! ] 

Where did. your grandfather work? In what town or what county did he have 
business ? Here or Mis sis s ippi? ) 

S t .  Mary County . 
( In Mis sissippi or here in Louisiana? ) 
No , it ' s  a Louisiana county .  
[He says oounty for my b enefit ; he knowing that the S tate o f  Louisiana is  
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divided into parishes , no t counties . ]  
{Louis iana - and his name was what? George Mack? ) 
He died - he was around ab out 102 years old when he die . Ge t ting all kind 

of  roots and making all kind o f  [medi cine ] . 
You see , i f  there ' s  a pain or ache round about your body ,  right anywhere 

round - th at b oy [my cont act man Edward ] that you has . Did he tell you that 
how I - that b oy what wo rked fo r you done t ole you that how I rubbed his leg 
and everything and that mis ery come out ?  

{When did you do that ? )  
I done tha t  be fore I come up in he re . 
{Well , I didn ' t  see him since then . I ' ll have another chance to s ee him . )  
H�s suffering with his leg very b ad - he could hardly walk up in here and 

I rubb ed it . 
[ This is an ab so lute fact . I wi ll tell this amazing s tory later and add a 

s trange s equel . As I s aid in my int ro duc tory no te , it was one o f  those memo rab le 
experiences . ]  

I f  the re ' s  a condit ion , ache or pain anywhere , i f  i t ' s  the teeth hurt in ' you ,  
I ' ll s top it dead at once . I f  your head , back or anything hurtin ' you , I ' ll kill 
the condition at once , b efo re you leave here . That ' s  my j ob to do all thos e  
things . I ' m what you call doctor professional with twelve dif ferent g i ft s  t o  do 
all th ings , pract ically was bo rn with i t  to mas ter . I mas te red tho se condi tions . 

{ Do you take care o f  any ordinary disease , to o  - rheumati sm o r  fever? Or -
you do all tha t ? ) 

[ Fever o f  cours e is no t a disease , but it  was to Doctor Caf frey . ] 
All that . 
{I  see .  What do you think about the ave rage man that goes around saying he 

does this kind o f  wo rk? Think there ' s much to them? ) 
I don ' t  think he knows ab out taking it  up . 
{Well , you know , I come across peop le and they s ay they can do these things . 

Do you think all these fellows can do - o r  j us t  say they can? ) 
Well , that ' s  mos tly about fellows that I don ' t  know s o  'much about ' um . I 

wouldn ' t  - one thing about a fellow , a fellow have to prove his self . And firs t 
prove himself - that ' s  all o f  it . But if  there ' s  a pain or ache ab out chew right 
in here , I could move it o f f  you . But the foundation about this busines s here , 
you can ' t  learn it from nobody . You mus t be born with it . 

{ I  see . You can ' t read a b ook o r  anything ? )  
No , !!2. - you c an ' t  get the power . 
{You have to born with that power? ) 
Can ' t  do no good , you can ' t  prove yourself . 
(Well , now , do you exp er iment and create remedies o f  your own , o f  any kind , 

from t ime to time - new remedies , or anything o f  that sort ? )  
A t  times . 
(Or have - [ i f ]  you he ard o f  another remedy that somebody was us ing , would you 

take tha t remedy Qver , if you thought it was goo d? ) 
No , I don ' t  do that . I don ' t care enough for that .  [As I said in my int ro

ductory no te , he is not a hoodoo-manual remedy man . ] 
A man lifts th em .  I could have - I could put a person o f f  in a trance , s ee .  

See� a man o r  woman , s ee - like a woman come here . See , i t ' s  a certain way that 
I can do i t .  You could do the same . See [ demons trates ] ,  got ta p lace your hand 
right to her like this , s ee ,  and gotta rub . 

(Put both o f  your hands over her eyes and rub down . )  [ In healing , all rubb ing 
is  downward . See pp . 3 7 7 , 369-377 . ]  

Rub , but you go tta rub wi th s trong fai th . Have her s leep on - you gotta rub 
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there and rub , but you g otta rub with faith . And you going to carry her off, 
you s ee ,  carry her off, and in carrying her off, you going t o s tand over her 
j us t  like that wi th your hand like that , and say , "I command you to s leep . "  � 
then she won ' t  b e  able to wake up until you tell her to wake up . Get the idea 
ab out that? That what you call carPYing her off into a trance . Get the idea? 

Now , let ' s see some thing again . [ He wants another ques tion . ]  
(Well , now , here ' s  some thing more I want to ask you . You h ave an o f fi ce . 

And do you have a room with an al tar or something o f  that s o rt ? )  
I has a al tar . 
(Do you , when you are carrying out your work , dress in any special way? In 

any speci al things , or j us t  wear ordinary clothes ? ) 
I dre s s es di f ferent ways . I g o t  di f ferent rob es I dresses in . Not he re in 

the city , though - in the S t ate o f  Mississippi . 
( I  s ee . Thi s  man I knew up in the No rth [Norfolk , Va . ] ,  he had a special 

robe that he used . Well , now , suppose I came to consul t you in Mis s i s s ippi , 
would you go through any particular pro cedure - any ce remony when I first c ame 
in , or things o f  that sort?  Suppose a woman came to s ee you in Miss is s ippi and 
wanted to get he r hus b and b ack , would you wear any spe cial robe for that , or go 
through any sp ec ial ce remony ? )  

No , I wouldn ' t  have to wear a robe for that at all . See , i f  her husband is 
gone away f rom her for a sp ace of time , well I ' d  bring him back in f rom three to 
four days . Get the idea about it ? 

Well , now the ques tion yo u would like to know - how I would b ring that man 
back? All righ t , now , that man i s  gone and say , like that man ' s  name is Henry . 
Get the idea about that? And he ' s  gone .  Get the idea about it?  All right , I 
would have her to give me his name , his age , and the p lace where he ' s  gone a t . 
Ge t the idea ab out i t ?  I g o t  a candle that I use , thi s high , but i t ' s  a big 
white candle .  

(How high - about three fee t ? ) 
Yeah , about some thing like that . I g o t  i t  at my hous e . I t ake that name and 

place it right here . S ee , here . All right , and I ' l l t ake that p icture o f  his . 
See , and I ' ll s t and this p ic ture righ t  here j us t  like that . 

(Right in front o f  the candle . )  
Yeah . See , and I ' ll get me a g lass of water and I ' ll get me a mirPOr-g Zass . 

Get the idea about it ? And I ' ll s tand righ t  over that glas s [mirror ] and I ' ll 
j us t  talk to that glass and I ' ll j us t  t alk to that light . You s ee ? But I ' ll 
t alk there all nigh t long , and I ' ll compel h im  t o  come b ack .  Talk to that g lass 
and t alk to tha t light , and I ' ll comp el him to come b ack . He won ' t  have no rest 
and pe ace unt il he come back .  Tha t what you call . medium work . 

THE LAUGHING DOCTOR 

[SHE LAUGHS] 
NOW, MISTER, THIS BE GENUINE 

[SHE CAN SCARCELY TALK FROM LA UGHING ] 

• WAYCROS S ,  GEORGIA 

[Title bracket s  indi cate laughter . There will b e  many such b racket s during 
the fir s t  part o f  the int erview . Here is an able person , another woman of large 
s ize like A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE in S avannah , p . l2 6 8 , and HUMPADEE in Ri chmond 
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( later) . She was Edward ' s ,  my contact man ' s  landlord , who will be des cribed in 
the text . This material of  informant 1125 fills 24 cylinders , C235 : 4-C250 : 1  = 
1816- 1831 , and C384 : 1-C392 : 5  = 1965-19 73 . ]  

For good luck ah hear dat yo ' take dat hair an '  go to de cemetery ' tween eight 
an '  nine a ' clo ck - dat ' s  during de time if yo ' wanta bring love , during de time 
of de good spiri t - an ' yo ' digs a ho le right down . Have yo ' two pennie s . Yo ' 
digs a hole right down at de headbo ' d  [wood headboard o f  g rave] - right down side 
de headbo ' d  j es ' about three inches deep . An '  yo '  talk with de spirits - yo '  ask 
de spirits den - yo ' tell de spirits , says , ' 'Now ah ' m  in troub le an '  ah has a 
loved dat ah should wish fo ' to be b rought to me in love . " Say , "Now ah 'm paying 
yo ' o f f  wit two pennies . "  Yo ' drop dos e  two pennies in dere an ' den yo ' take dat 
hair den an ' yo ' cut de headbo ' d  up - j es ' cut a splinter off de headbo ' d an '  den 
yo ' cut i t  in hal f .  Yo ' take dat hair an '  yo ' wrap it  up ,  naming dis man all de 
same time , calling his name , an ' yo ' wrap hit up in a new cloth an ' wrop it nine 
t ime . Carry a spool o f  No . 50 whit e thread dat have nevah been used , an ' yo ' ll 
wrop hit nine t imes an ' den yo ' tie it . When yo ' t ie it den yo '  s leep wit it 
right under yore mattress - right where yo ' lays , on de s ide dat chew lays . 
Put nine s titches in de mattress an '  yo ' lay on it at night .  

(What will that  do then? ) 
Bring dat man to yo ' in love - dat bring him to yo ' in love . Dat ' s  whut chew 

asked . All right . Now , i f  he has anything like a hat o r  a sock ,  some thing like 
dat - well now , yo ' get a needle ' s  been - dat a gown has been sewed with fo ' de 
dead yo ' understand . Well now , yo ' carry dat needle eas t . Yo ' name dis needle . 
Yo ' name it dat man ' s  name an ' yo ' draw it right through dat hat - mash de hat 
together .  Let it  go right through dat band an '  yo ' draw dat thread right on 
through [ demonstrates ] .  

(You are sewing the hat together . )  
Dat ' s  right . Jes ' p lace de hat like dis , but don ' t put no knot on de end o f  

de thread , an ' yo ' j es '  carry it  right o n  through - j es '  like i t  draw right on 
through an ' den yo ' wrop dat thread around dat needle an ' yo ' name it dis man 
an '  lay it up ovah yore do ' . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Draw love - draw love an ' him . Yo ' mean bringing love or carrying it from 

yo ' ?  
(Whichever way you want to tell me f irs t . )  
Bring it to yo ' .  As dey comin ' t o  yo ' - yo ' get de [ foot ]  track comin ' to 

yo ' - de le ft t rack an '  yo ' take dose two fingers , j es '  dose  two . 
(The thumb and the middle finger o f  the left  hand . ) · 
Dat ' s  right - o f  de left  hand because yo ' goin '  tub work on de lef t  track 

dat ' s  next to de he art . Well yo ' j es '  reach right down dere an ' b ring de dirt to 
� [ cylinder changed] an '  when yo ' b ring it  to yo ' in dat lak manner , have yo ' a 
whi te p ie ce of  paper wit no mark on de paper at all - solid white piece of  paper . 
Wel l  yo ' put dat in dat paper - yo '  put dat dirt in dat paper an ' den yo ' put in 
hit yore t rack .  Yo ' get chure own track den , wi t  yore right hand in dat same 
position , comin ' to yo ' . 

•(Which track do I get o f  my own? )  
Git chure left track ,  too , o f  de s ame thing , an '  yo ' get hit wit yore right 

hand comin ' to yo ' , an '  yo ' put dose two t racks - yo '  put a silver dime between 
dose two tracks . Den yo ' put chure track on top of dat right into dat white 
paper an 1  den yo ' wrop i t  - yo ' wrop i t  wi t  red silk thread - yo ' wrop it wit 
red silk thread an ' den yo ' put it in de bottom of  yore le ft shoe an ' dere yo ' 
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wear it in dere fo ' nine days . 
(And that will b ring him . ) 
Bring him to you - fo ' ruination , any way dat chew wants . 
( S uppose you are going to send him away , now . ) 
Yo ' want a send him away , get it  g oin ' from yo ' .  When yo ' get it  go in ' f rom 

yo ' - j es '  befo ' de sun rise - de next morning - yo ' get dat like today . Yo ' 
pick i t  up in de same like manner but scoop i t  out from yo ' - goin ' from yo ' . 
An '  yo ' take hit den an '  yo ' put hit in a litt le small cup or either a lid an ' 
yo ' put chew some gunpowder in dere - about a halfa teaspoonful of  gunpowder an ' 
s t ir it well . An '  yo ' put chew some cayenne pepper - halfa teaspoonful an ' yo ' 
stir dat well . Den yo ' take dat an ' put it into a snuffbox - nickel snuffbox . 
Yo ' throw hit j es ' as fur sundown [ as far wes t ]  as yo ' kin late in de afternoon . 
An '  den de third day after yo ' throw it , de third day yo ' go b ack an ' yo ' git dat 
same cup an ' when yo ' git dat same cup den yo '  open it up an ' s trike a mat ch an ' 
set dat afire . Dat powder will b urn an '  shoot up . Jes ' whi ch way dat smoke go , 
why dat ' s  de way he ' ll go . 

Now yo ' wants another remedy on dat . Yo ' ge ts  yo ' a frog . Yo ' hunt fo ' an ' 
get chew a toadfrog [ land frog ) - a spring frog [wat er frog]  won ' t  do . Git chew 
a toadfrog an ' yo ' git  chew a switch , an '  yo ' goin ' name dis frog dat person an ' 
yo ' ll whup dat frog , an ' j es '  which away dat frog hops - yo ' ll let him hop about 
three fee t from yo ' an ' he ' ll more dan ap t to s top .  Den yo ' t ake him by one o f  
his laigs like dat an ' put him in a paper sack an ' tie de mouth of dat paper sack 
an '  al l de same time yo ' s colding dat frog b ut chew name him dat person . Den 
when yo ' git dat frog tied up , den yo ' throw dat toad[rog from yo ' j es ' as hard 
as yo '  kin s t an ' , wi t ' in de middle o f  de rivah . He ' b liged tuh go .  

Now yo ' go to a popular [poplar ] � an ' yo ' take dat popula:I' tree - take de 
head o f  it . Take one j es '  ab out de t allness of dat pers on , a young popular , an ' 
have yo ' a brand-new s tring - b rand-new cord . Yo ' reach an ' grab de top of dat 
small popular and call dat person ' s  name . Yo ' call their name an '  yo ' grab de 
top of  dat popular an ' bring it down , bend it ovah like da t ,  an '  de whole time 
dat chew doin ' dat yo ' callin ' dere name an ' making a wish whut chew wanted done . 
Den yo ' go to a large sized popular an ' yo ' get a swi t ch an ' yo ' go back dere an '  
yo ' whip it [ the small poplar ] an ' t el l  it , "Ah want chew tuh leave , ah want chew 
to be mah loved one , ah want chew to be good to me" - j es ' anything like da t dat 
chew want it to do . Re ' lly do dat - something ah know . 

Well , nine pers immon s eeds , yo ' get dem j es ' as de sun goin ' down - dis is fo ' 
evil dis time . Well , yo ' get dat nine persimmon seeds an ' yo ' get chew s ome red 
peppah , black p eppah , sulphur - de middle of dat person ' s track - get dat wit 
dese two fingahs . 

(With the thumb and index finger o f  the left hand . )  
Dat ' s  right . Well , yo ' pick it  up s traight up - don ' t  s coop neither way , 

j es ' pick it  s traight up - an ' yo ' put it in dere wit dos e  nine persimmon s eeds 
an ' dat red peppah , black peppah . An' yo ' get it s tirred up an ' yo ' . put it in a 
righ t real new clo th an ' some hog lard - grease around it . An '  dig a ants ' b ed , 
dese b ig large antses . Dig down in dere an ' get ' em s tirred up - j es '  about 
nearly hand deep - an '  den yo ' drop dat ovah in dere an ' cover it up lightly . 
Dat ' s  fo ' meanness . 

(What wilt that do then? ) 
Oh , dat ' ll j es '  run ' em away from yo ' , caus e ' em  to get all fluste�ted an ' 

can ' t stay dere . 
(Do you call any names on this or  anything ? )  
Yes sir , yo ' call dere names all de time . 
Dere ' s  lots come to mah min ' [mind ] . Now yo ' take anyone dat chew want runned 
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away from a place - make ' em  move away from dere . Well , yo ' take a ten-penny 
nail right brand-new , have nevah been used an ' yo ' go right in front of dere do ' 
regardles s to whut dis tant [ dis tance] it  is . I f  yo ' ' fraid to go right up to de 
hous e , yo ' j es '  go where [ i t  is ] directly in front o f  de do ' way an ' yo ' dig yo ' 
a hole down , an ' yo ' put s ome salt in dere firs t an ' nine grains of red peppah 
turn de head o f  dat nail down , head down an ' point up . Yo ' call dere names three 
times an ' tell dat nail whut chew want it to do . Den yo ' cover it up an ' s tomp 
i t  three time wit chure left  feet . Dey b e  ' bliged to go . Den yo ' get chew some 
white dog manure [ cylinder changed ] .  

Yo ' get chew three pieces of white dog manure .  Well , dat could be j es ' about 
three inches or two - either one , three or two inches will do . Yo ' dig one , a 
hole heah in front o f  dere p lace , "In de Name o f  de Father , "  dig de o ther one 
"Name of de Son , "  an ' [ third hole ] "Name of de Holy Spirit" - don ' t  say Holy 
Ghost , [ say ]  de ' 'Holy Spirit . " 

(You dig three holes . )  
Well , yo ' got three p ieces o f  dat dog manure . Yo ' ll commence wit dis one , 

say ,  "Now , ah ' 1 1  set chew heah dat chew cannot stay in dis house , ' Under de 
Highest Name of de Father . '  Ah ' ll s et chew [ s econd piece]  heah dat chew cannot 
stay in dis house . Yo ' ll be ' b liged tub go , an ' ,  ' In de Name of de Son . ' "  

(That ' s  the s econd hole? ) 
Dat ' s  right . De third , "Ah ' ll p lace yo ' heah . "  Den yo ' call dat person name 

on de third one , says , "Ah ' ll p lace yo '  heah dat chew mus t go - yo ' s coundrel , 
yo ' devil , yo ' mus t go . "  [Over third hole say ''Name of  the Holy Spirit . " ]  Cover 
it  up an ' walk off from it nine s teps [backwards and then turn around ] an ' don ' t  
look back . 

(He ' s  gone . ) 
He ' s  gone - de third day , de third day he ' s  gone . 
When anyone is gone away from yo ' an ' yo ' wanta git dem b ack - yo ' git a 

garment of his , any kind o f  a shirt if it ' s  a man - yo '  git  dat shirt an ' yo ' cut 
out a piece about dat - a inch long right in de b ack or either in de front . Well 
yo ' take dat part an ' yo ' name dat part chureself . Yo ' write on a little small 
piece of paper wit red ink an ' yo ' write chure name j es '  as fine , as fine as yo ' 
kin get it . Yo ' write his name an ' yo ' write yore name . Well , yo ' fold dos e two 
names together an ' den yo ' wrop dat p ie ce around dat . After wrapping dat piece 
round dat , why den yo ' tote it den anywhere 'bout chew - in yore pocketbook , in 
yore shoe an ' all like dat . He ' ll soon return . 

I f  anyone is trying to do anything to yo ' an ' yo ' find de place dat chew have 
pains in yore feet - it get s  painy all ovah . Yo ' know people will do dat some
times . Well , den yo ' get a penny wit an Indian head on i t .  Yo ' turn yore s tock
ing every morning b efo ' yo ' - or either yore sock - when yo ' first wanta put on 

_ yore shoe . Put on yore lef t  sock firs t . Yo ' turn hi t wrongs ide out an '  put dat 
p�nny down in dere - in de toe of dat sock an ' s lip yore shoe in dere on yore 
feet . Well , dat prohib i ts them - yo ' kin walk ovah anything dey will put down 
regardless to whut . 

Get chew a rus ty axe [ axehead ] dat no one don ' t  us e .  Yo ' get  dat rus ty axe 
an ' yo ' put in near a fire an ' burn it till it gits red all ovah . Den yo ' take 
something an ' yo ' rake i t  out an ' po ' water on it till it cools down . An '  yo ' 
s tcnd right in f ront o f  yore place - dat ' s  in case if  yo ' think dat dere ' s  any
thing , yo ' know , dat ' s  buried around yore place to overthrow you .  An '  yo ' keep 
throwing dat axe - j es '  hold it  at sech a dis tant - throwing dat axe de point
part down till it  st icks in de g round . When it sticks in de ground , den yo ' get 
chew another mallet - 'flnything like another axe or anything dat heavy - an ' yo ' 
drive i t  t ill i t  gets �evel wit de su ' face of  de ground . An '  when i t  gets in dat 
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pos it ion , take yo re left fee t , rake a lit tle s and ovah it , s tomp it , says , "Ah 
wants all o f  my enemies to come undah mah feet an '  b e  my foo tstoo l . " 

I f  dey should happen to murder anyone an ' tryin ' to get away , an '  if dey have 
j es '  about - j es '  as soon as dey murder dis person , take their hat or their cap 
an '  turn i t  wrong side out an '  put de bill part o f  h is cap b ack b ehin ' ; i f  it ' s  
a hat , j es '  turn i t  around but be sure dat i t ' s  turned ins ide out . Well ,  now if 
dey kin make i t  to a runnin ' s tream , dey g it righ t in dat runnin ' s t ream an '  walk 
about five s t eps in dat runnin ' s t ream , havin ' with demsel f  some cayenne pepper 
finely ground . When he hits de land , why in five t racks o f his after he le ave 
dat water , yo ' ' noint dat wit red peppah . Yo ' kin g o  anywhere ab out chew p lease . 
Den soon as yo ' git away yo ' chew a root dat ' s called de rat tlesnake mas ter -
chip i t  up right fine an ' put Hearts Co logne to i t , an '  yo ' keep it she t  up and 
let it set 24 hours - or either yo ' kin commence us in ' it right away . An '  every
where dat chew g o , j es '  sorta ' noint chureself a litt le wit i t . An ' den too , 
again , yo ' t ote a b ig piece of dat roo t  in yore right hand pocket , b ut no tob acco 
or snuf f or anything like dat about - safe an ' s ound . · 

Ke t ch a snail - yo ' ke t ch a snail an ' y o ' put him up in s alt , put him in s ome
thin ' like a j ar ,  some thin ' like dat , an ' yo ' put him up in salt , in ab out halfa 
handful of s alt to dat snail - airtight him an ' let him s tay dere . An '  as long 
as it be ' s  - it b e about nine days - when yo ' go back de b iggest maj ority of dat 
snail is turnt to water . An '  yo ' po ' dat water out in a s t rainer an ' yo ' ll see 
a starlit , a lit tle white clear s tone dat be ' s  in his head . Yo ' g i t  dat s tarli t  
an ' yo ' rub dat starli t unt il i t  g e t s  hot - hit ' s a little s tone like a little 
rock - till it gets hot in yore hand . When i t  get s  ho t in yore hand then yo ' 
drop it over in Hearts Co logne - no other kind won ' t  take , an ' put three drops 
of gin-whis key t o i t . Put three drops den of yore urinate - yore water . Shake 
it up good an ' t o t e  it wit chew . Anything dat chew wanta ask o f  a favo r or any
thing , why put ab out one or two drops on yo ' .  

I f  anyone wants to poison s omebody . "Well , ah ' m  gonna put snakes in yo ' . " 
Somethin ' like dat . Well , yo ' run up on yo ' a snake o f  any kind dat yo ' should 
wish to be into de person . Well , yo ' teas e dat snake . Git chew a long pole or 
somethin ' an '  t ease him until he gi ts good an ' mad an ' when h e  gets g ood an '  . mad 
have some kind of an ins trument - if it ' s  even a g rass -cutter - cut h is head o f f  
qui ck . Be sure to cut his head o f f . Well , yo ' take dat den an ' put it into 
somethin ' an ' yo ' let de s un shine on it dere until it g i t s  good an ' hard an '  
brown - j es ' dat haid , dat snake ' s  haid . An '  den when i t  gits hardened into de 
sun ,  den yo ' place it in somewhe re where yo ' kin crumble it up . Well , yo ' pound 
dat snake head den an' yo ' talk to dat snake head , s ay , "Ah want chew to create 
small snakes . Ah ' m g oin ' use yo ' fo ' a purpose . "  Jes '  t alk to i t  like yo ' 
talking to anyone . Den yo ' t ake it den an ' i f  yo ' get around somebody ' s  house 
or somethin ' like dat - de one dat chew wanta fill fulla snakes - j es '  s if t  a 
lit tle ovah in dere wate r bucket , s omethin ' like dat . Re ' lly create snakes . 
Dey ' ll commence makin ' in nine days - yes , inside de humanity . 

Wanta take out any poison like dat outa anyone , git s  rat t lesnake mas ter , 
sulphur ,  saltpeter . Take dat sulphur an ' de yellow o f  a egg an '  j es '  work it 
unt il it gets good an '  nice where it kin kinda crumble . But be sure it be ' s  
lit t le s t icky . Poun� some s altpet er up in it righ t fine . When yo ' get i t  good 
an '  mixed an• all dat ,�en yo ' rub dis pers on with dat - dat ' s  fo ' de outs ide 
appearance . Den yo ' ge' chure saltpeter an ' yo ' get dis ros emary water - s alt
peter an '  rosemary watet . Git s ulphur an' g i t  it s t irred up togethe r - all de 
same time yo ' boilin ' ,dat rat t lesnake master . An ' yo '  get it all mixed up in 
dere an '  s t irred up toge ther an ' put two tablespoonfuls of gingerale - dat ' s  to 
drive dat through yo ' ,  an ' yo ' give dem den a halfa cup ful o f  dat three times a 
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day . An ' de second day , whatsomevah dat is inside of ' em  will pass  out . The 
firs t . 

(The firs t treatment is on the outside ; this is for the ins ide . )  
Outside year [here ] dis a lickrish [ liquid]  to drink .  
Yo ' kin take a person dat yo '  wants to run ,  again . We ' ll take dat [ subj ect ] 

up an ' yo ' get a pinch o f  his track - one at de toe an ' one at de heel of  nine 
of his foot tracks , either track , right or le ft . Dat ' s another remedy . Well , 
yo ' take dat den an '  yo ' put i t  in a new cloth an ' yo ' get chew nine pins an '  
yo ' s tick - s tick ' em all kinda crooked ways , yo ' know , all kinda cater-wantered 
[ cater- cornered ] ways . Den yo '  get chew nine needles wit b rass  eyes dat have 
nevah been used an '  yo ' stick dem s traight way into dat cloth wi t dat track in 
it . Den yo ' take it den as de sun goin '  down an ' yo ' throw it [ towards ] sunris e ,  
tell i t  to , "Go , devi l , don ' t  worry me no mo ' . " Dat ' ll work .  

Yo ' enemies i s  worryin ' yo ' ,  j e s ' provokin ' yo ' ,  have it  so unt il d e  law 
even down to ae law is turnt ag ains t chew - j est make enemies . Well , ah ' m  j es '  
goin ' tuh put ' em [ in]  hard luck or s omethin ' like dat . Yo ' g o  out on Monday -
Monday morning befo ' de rising o f  de sun an '  yo ' get de 48th chap ter of  Psabns .  
Yo ' stand wit chure face to d e  sunrise . Yo ' read dat entire [ pass ag e ]  down an ' 
pray a prayer suitab le to yore circums tances , an ' at de end of  dat prayer , "In 
de Name of de Fathe r ,  Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  my enemies dat workin ' against me ,  
s eekin ' after my soul , shall come down . "  Everyone of  ' em  will come to yo ' -
almos t beggin ' yo ' fo ' b read . 

One probab ly ' s  got a husband or boyfriend - she want to go out to meet another 
one an ' she don ' t  want him tuh know anything about it . Wait until night he go to 
sleep . An '  when he goes to s leep take off her piece that she wears next to her , 
prob ab ly i f  it ' s  a - might b e  her teddies or s tep-ins , somethin '  lak dat , an ' she 
threw it across his face . An '  she kin go out an '  s t ay all night if she want to , 
he ' ll nevah wake up until she come b ack an ' remove dat g arment . [ She laughs . ] 

Take a sharp kni fe . Go to de sto ' an '  buy yo ' a sharp knife from de hardware 
sto ' an '  a piece of s teel regardless  to whut shape it ' s in - it kin be even down 
to a file , j es '  so it ' s  stee l .  An ' yo ' take dat steel an '  yo ' name dat steel 
yoreself . Yo ' drive it down in de middle o f  his track , his right track . An '  
den yo '  take den dat sharp knife dat have nevah been used , but yo ' have i t  sharp , 
right good an ' sharp . Yo ' speak to dat knife , tell i t , says , "Ah want chew to 
cut his headway . Ah want chew to s top him b ecause ah know dat chew can . " Talk
ing to de kni fe , s ays , "Ah want chew to s top his headway - don ' t  let him go outa 
dis house not unless  dere ' s  satisfaction wit me . "  An '  make a whack right cross 
dat left track j es '  as hard as she kin cut . [ Cylinder changed . ]  Take dat knife 
den an ' bury it right under de eve [ eaves ] of de house wit de blade down . Cover 
it ovah wit dirt an ' lay a board or either a b rick right ovah it where de sun 
won ' t hit it . An ' he nevah will go 'way from dere not unless she s ays it . [ She 
laughs . ]  

(Why? ) 
Why? Because she ' s  done cut his headway . 
(What do you mean by cutting his headway ? )  
Dat means s top him . Dat ' s  it . Every time dat he gits  ready to go off any

where , yo ' see dat cut cross  dat track an ' always prevent him from going . [ She 
la;ighs . ]  

She cut o f f  all of her fingernails of f de left hand , she cut off  all  o f  her 
right an ' each one of  de five toenails an ' three s trands of  hair from de mo Ze of 
her head an '  parch all dat together . Grind it up right real fine an ' pound it up 
an '  if  he drinks coffee or tea ,  why when he comes , why when she fix his supper , 
j es '  put dat - dus t dat over his tea . Let him s t ir it up with his sugar . Yo ' 
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couldn ' t  run him 'way from dere . [ She laughs . ]  Dat ' ll hold him righ t  dere . 
Dat ' s  wit dishrags . We ' ll go to de kit chen . Yes , now , to take one ' s  naahure 

'way from ' im , whils t they ' re s leep - let dem b eat the firs t nap . Yo ' have yore 
dishrag dere already with yo ' - ole nas ty filthy dishrag - one prob ab ly dat yo ' 
laid up fo ' a good whi le dat yo ' don ' t  wanta us e it , it ' s too filthy tuh use . 
Well , yo ' j es '  take dat dishrag an ' wake him up an ' when he have a conne ction 
wit yo ' ,  yo ' dry him off  yoreself wi t dat ole greasy dishrag . An '  in dryin ' 
him o ff , drag it cross him nine times . [ She laughs . ]  Den t ake dat o le dishrag 
an ' bury i t  j es t  anywhere - to de cemetery , anywhere . Jes ' go to de cemetery an ' 
bury - j es ' so it ' s  conne cted in de cemetery . He nevah will have no mo ' t ill dat 
dishrag ' s  got up from dere .  

All right den . Now , j es ' as soon as he f ind out dat he ' s  in dat pos it ion , he 
git him some newly sparklin ' wine . He put ab out a hal fa small glas s - ah 1 ll say 
probab ly about two inches an ' a half high , be sure it ' s  meas ured . We ll , he get 
dat half full of  sparkling wine , that ' s  new wine , an ' he place it in his left 
shoe ; an '  when he p lace it in his left shoe , den he ' ll take dat shoe an '  he ' ll 
j es ' rinse de bot tom o f  dat shoe out an '  po ' it into a g lass an '  he ' ll drink it . 
Dat s tops dat - kills dat dead as a [ some thing ? ] .  

(That brings his nature b ack to him? ) 
Brings it right on b ack to him .  
Dere ' s  a way dat he kin do t o  ketch dem a t  it . Now , h e  kin ket ch dem every 

t ime if  he ' ll get hog manure . He get dat hog manure an ' he pound it up an ' make 
three lines of dat hog manure - j es '  spread out dat hog manure right cros t in 
front of  his do ' step , an ' in al l three o f  dem lines he represents de Father -
he ' s  s trowing it - Son an ' Ho ly Spirit . 

(He s ays thos e words as he is throwing it ? )  [ I did not recognize her archaic 
s trewing or s trOIJJing = s cattering . ]  

Dat ' s  right - right in front o f  his do ' step . Dat ' s  unbeknowst to his wi fe . 
An '  i f  any man cros ses ovah dat line , he ' ll ketch him dere .  

( I f  another man is fooling around his wife . )  
That ' s  right . Walk right in on him .  
[This i s  ano ther ahas ti ty hand , see p . 534 . What a comb inat ion - HOG MANURE 

AND THE THREE NAMES OF GOD ! ] 
Oh , I see . Now listen .  Now , to s top dat will take a brand-new han 's auff dat 

nevah have been us ed - buy it right out of de s tore . We ' ll spi t  on dis han 'sauff 
now fo ' three days - we ' ll spit on dis han 's auff. Don ' t  s ay a word in de morning 
when yo ' get up . Firs t thing yo ' do is go to spit t in ' on dis han 'scuff - i f  yo ' 
have to do dat in b ed befo ' yo ' ge t up . Well , de next morning yo ' sp it on dis 
han 'scuff an ' de thi rd morning yo ' ll spit on dis han 's cuff. Den yo ' ll wipe yo ' 
self good an ' diligently wi t dat sp ittle . Well , hit ' s  done dried al l in yo re 
han 'scuff dere yo ' know . But chew keep dat fo ' a us e  rag fo ' three days . No 
Zocktion can g i t  derein - no Zoakin ' can g it  dere . 

(That ' s  to keep you from getting locked t ogether? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Yes , sir , yo ' takes sheep lard . Yo ' get sheep lard an ' t allow , 

an '  when yo ' get dat sheep lard an ' tallow - now , see heah , dey already Zoaked 
sheep lard an '  tallow . Well , yo ' get dat mixed an '  after getting dat mixed yo ' 
drop yo ' thr;e , foah , f ive , s ix - s ix drops of olive oil in dere , an ' yo ' naming 
dis olive oil . All s ix of do s e  drops . yo ' name dem o f  parts ab out de body .  Yo ' 
kin say , the head , shoulders , arms , legs , thighs an ' den name dat las t dat Zoak . 

(How do you name that las t ?  Jus t call i t  the Zoak? ) 
Yes . Well now , yo ' j es '  smooth dat ovah a cloth . When yo ' smooth dat ovah a 

cloth den yo ' lay it  righ t cross - cross their s tomach an '  in three minutes time 
dey ' s  un Zoaked. 
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(They will be unloosed . )  
Three freshly laid eggs - one today ,  one t omo rrow , an ' one de next day .  All 

right , we goin '  take dem up now fo ' trouble . We ' ll go out an '  turn our face 
right to de south . Dis morning [ actual time of interview is later afternoon] we 
got a pencil ,  nuthin but a lead pencil ,  an ' we got one of dose  eggs an ' we ' ll 
s t and an ' mark dat egg down wi t dat pencil ,  �' "In de Name of de Lord , troub le 
leave me . Name of de Lord , troub le leave me . "  Den at de las t talkin ' dat chew 
do - now , dat ' s  twice yo ' done dat - de third time , de las t  marks , "Ah wants yo ' 
tuh leave me troub le an ' nevah come back again . Go . " Yo ' t ake dat egg an ' yo '  
throw it j es ' as far in de s outh p art as yo ' kin throw it . Do dat same thing fo ' 
three mornings wit dos e  three eggs . Yo ' troub le is gone . I t  bus t ed as dose eggs 
bus t ed . Dat tears up yore troub le . Don ' t  even look at i t  when yo ' throw it . 
Jes ' turn yore b ack an ' g o  on 'bout chure business . 

Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  using de black hen egg . Take three of those if anyone ' s  
got a case in co ' t  an ' yo ' want dat tore up . Yo ' take dose three eggs - yo ' on 
de j ob fo ' dat . An '  when de co ' t get s  crowded yo ' - firs t thing yo ' do is go 
upstairs . Yo ' ll go ups tairs an ' yo ' ll drop one - yo ' name dat egg . Dat fir s t  
egg is de j edge . De second egg dat chew drop - yo ' goin ' on up - dat s econd egg 
[ she laughs ] dat is de g rand j urymen [ laughs again] an '  dat thi rd egg , dat ' s  de 
prosecutor . But chew done t alked to dos"! eggs an ' yo '  done wrote everyone o f  
their name on dos e  eggs wit ink befo ' yo ' even b ring ' em  to co ' t . Dat tears up 
dat case , dat bus tses dat case  all tuh pieces - j es ' as fas t as dey hit de flo ' 
dey goin ' bus t ,  dat tears dat case all tuh pieces . 

Now , yo ' ve had me prosecuted an '  ah ' m  gonna make yo '  come 
dat .  Ah ' m in j ail an ' it ' s  goin ' to b e  a b ig co ' t  s crape o f  
make yo ' compromis e dat - make yo ' come to m e  an '  compromise 
goin ' tuh speak three times in de highes t name , "Pee tee . "  

(Pee tee . ) 

to me an ' compromise 
it , an ' ah ' m  gonna 
it . Well , ah ' m  

Dat ' s  right , ah 'm going to speak three times to Pee tee . Yo ' know who dat is ? 
(No , who is that ? )  
Dat' s  one o f  de foregoin ' angels - Pee tee . Well , ah ' m  goin '  tuh speak tuh 

h im .  "Now , Pee Zee , ah want chew to ' fend dis cas e .  Ah want chew to go in befo ' 
de j udge befo ' ah do . Ah want chew to go to de prosecutor an '  ftus terate. his 
mind an '  b ring him ' umb lely unto me dat I an ' him may have a reco llection of a 
set tlement wi t one another . "  Twenty- fo ah hours he ' s  there an '  will compromise 
dis thing .  [ She laughs . ]  Then , i f  yo ' out , an ' yo ' got ta go b e fo ' de co ' t  an '  
yo ' out - prob ' b ly someone has done b ond yuh - yo ' t ake yore index finger here . 

(Of the right hand . ) 
Dat ' s  righ t . Yo ' walk out in front of yore do ' at sunset an '  

mark an ' call dat prosecut or ' s  name an '  spit right in dat cros s , 
three s teps farward an ' three s t eps b ackwards ; walk in yore do ' ,  
don ' t  look back . He ' ll cam [ calm] down j est as quiet as a lamb . 
Simple thing . 

make a cress
an '  make a whirl 
shet de do ' an ' 

[ She laughs . ]  

Take a black bot tle - green-looking bottle dat ' s  got a navel . Yo ' ve seen 
' im t imes - dat ' s  called a navel , a deep hollow in de bottom [ like a champagne 
bot tle ] . Yo '  t ake dat bottle an ' yo ' go to yore well , but chew ain ' t  got t a  go 
nowhere den around de party ' s  hous e .  But now anything dat chew wish fo ' dis 
bottle tuh do , yo ' fill dis bot tle fulla water right freshly out a de wel l  or de 
pump an ' hold it in yore left hand . Yo ' den opens yore Bib le to de first chapter 
of Songs of So loman. Yo ' carry it in yore dwelling an '  yo ' re ad dat who le entire 
chapter down - first whole chap ter . Close  yore Bible , den yo ' walk outdo ' s an ' 
make a wish on de new moon - make a wish an ' take one swallow right ovah yore 
lef t  shoulder - throw j es t  as fur towards yore enemies or whosomevah yo '  love or 
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anything like dat ,  dat yo ' kin s tave [ spill ] it . Tell it , "Now ah want chew to 
work fast . "  Three days time yo ' ll see a change . 

[Take a rooster ] dat ' s  one year ole - a roos ter ' s feather . Now if yore sweet
heart is j e s t  about fors aken yo ' an ' don ' t  care , don ' t care anything fo ' yo ' ,  let 
it be a woman or man , an '  it seems like ah j es t  wanta - mah mind ' s  kinda on some
body els e ,  or "Ah ain ' t got time much to take up with yo ' . " Well , i f  yo ' wanta 
draw him to yo ' an ' b ring him to yo ' ,  pull out three feathers out of  a roos ter ' s  
tail . Let de rooster be  ' bout one year ole . Yo ' b all those feathers up good an ' 
tight [ cylinder changed ] an ' then anytime when he ' s  gets in yore present , why yo ' 
j es t  have yore hands sort of folded an '  slap [ she s laps hands together]  those ole 
rooster ' s  t ail feathers right on de back of his hand j es ' lak yo ' squeezing it or 
something like dat . Git a turt ledove - have someone to kill yo ' a turtledove an '  
cut out his tongue , put dat tongue underneath yore tongue . Talk wit chure sweet
heart , probab ly hug her an ' kiss her .  Dat set tles dat . [ She laughs . ]  

(Well , do you use these roos ter feathers and the dove tongue together? ) 
Dat ' s  two remedies - two diff ' rent . 
(Oh , two dif ferent ones . )  
De cat-eyes - de stars . Yo ' know dere ' s  de - dere ' s  de cat-eyes an '  dere ' s  de 

three sisters . Well , de cat-eyes is de one - dat ' s  two little small s tars dat 
be ' s  right together . Well , during at de time dat they raises , yo ' get de inside 
part - it ' s  nuthin but a thread under de left arm of yore sweetheart ' s  coat -
whosomevah dat chew wanta rule like yo ' want to . Well , yo ' get dat an ' when yo ' 
get dat why yo ' j es t  take yore t ime an ' j es t  sew it right up in a lit tle small 
p iece right in de t ail  of  yore shirt . 

(Yours or his ? )  
Yores . 
(The woman? )  
Yes . Jes t s ew hit right up in de tail , an ' every time dey washin ' , j es t  let 

' em  wash i t  - dat ' s  all right . When yo '  get ready , do it up an ' yo '  put it right 
back on - well , yo ' wearin ' her .  Dat ' s  right - she ' ll do anything in de world 
dat chew want her to do . [ She laughs . ]  

(Oh , you are wearing her . )  
You take the hair from de head . Yo ' bo ' a hole in a pine tree an ' yo '  pack 

dat hair in dere , say ,  "Ah 'm goin ' tub give yo ' nine days to be dead . "  Git chew 
a peg , a lighter peg , an ' every mornin ' befo ' de sunup yo ' t aps dat for nine 
mornin ' s .  De las t mornin ' yo ' drive it up in dere , that settles that . 

(How do they handle that? )  
They kin handle dat in tea o r  cof fee , o r  either they kin handle in they shoes 

or anyways in de watch case , in de fore-pockets . 
(The private hair? ) 
Yeah . 
(For love . )  
Dat ' s  right . 
You go to running water or s tream . This heah - ah know yo ' ve seen these 

streams like this slick g reenish-looking mos s  [ algae ] . Yo ' cut chew out seven 
[something ] no higher than dat - small pieces o f  paper . Yo ' lay dat paper into 
dat runnin ' water an ' block it where it can ' t  go any further - dat ' s  right on 
dat moss . An' every one those pieces o f  paper will whirl an ' come to de top . 
Yo ' have yo ' something there an ' yo ' dip under all dat paper an '  moss an ' bring 
it to de house . Now ,  let ' s  s ee , sech-an ' -sech-a one was in heah an ' ah believe 
dat they stole sech-an ' -sech-a thing from me - ah b elieve dat . An '  ah want i t  
brought back .  Well , yo ' s e t  dat glass of  water heah b e fo ' yo ' - dat paper an '  
all is in dere with dat moss - s lime . An '  de next morning when yo ' get up dat 
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person ' s  name - take up dat piece of paper right careful ly t o ·keep from tearin ' 
it an '  yo ' ll see his name wri tten right on dat paper . Dat moss will write it 
during dat night . Yo ' know ' zactly who stole it from yo ' an ' which direction 
dat dey went in , be cause yo ' ll see a white streak dat goes o f f from dat piece o f  
paper .  Jest ket ch  your tracks like yo ' goin '  ketch dis , because it ' s already wet 
an ' s oaky , an ' yo ' j est hold it up . Dat light o f  day will t ell yo ' an ' yo ' ll see 
de whole name wrote on dere plainly j es t like someone print ed it wit typewriter . 

Des crib e  up ovah yore do ' , if  anything is taken from yo ' .  Well ,  yo ' know now ,  
whosomevah did dat dey ' b liged to go out de do ' s .  Well , ah ' ll des crib e ovah two 
do ' s  so ah kin git dat person , dat ah ' m  gonna ' s crib e  de cross  de firs t thing . 
Ah 'm  gonna ' scribe anothern . Den ah 'm gonna ' scribe dis : ' 'Meene , meene , u y" -
dat head crossed up dere . In three days ' time dey be right back dere in dat 
hous e wit dat , "Well , ah j es t  taken s ech- an ' -sech-a thing s - j es t  [ did it to ] 
sorta tease yuh . "  

(I didn ' t  quite get those words . Can you spell the words ? )  
Yes sir , "M-e-e-n-e , M-e-e-n-e , Y-o-u , Y . "  Scribe two cross - a b ig large one 

an '  den small s ize one , an ' den yo ' print dat right up ovah yore do ' .  
(Then you put thos e words up behind the re . )  
Right up ovah yore do ' - dose words goes behind it . 
All right . Someone has did somethin ' to yo ' - killed some o f  yore family , 

killed some of  yore sto ck ,  run someb ody away from yo ' dat ' s kin to yo ' or some
thin ' like dat . Yo ' get  a right brand-new dish - tin plate nevah have been 
used , right out de s tore . But yo ' des cribe on dat tin p late de Lo rd ' s  P rayer , 
de Twelve Dis cip les names . When yo ' get dat , den yo ' des crib e  yore name undah 
heah an ' whut chew want done righ t on de bot tom o f dat pan .  Den yo ' turn dat 
pan right down to de ground an ' bury it right undah yore do ' s tep s , an ' j es t  what
s omevah yo ' wished an '  planned on dis pan an ' wro te on it to b e  done , do se Twelve 
Apos tles , Dis ciple s , will ge t busy . Dat will have to happen in 24 hours . 

Now yo ' t ake de skull o f  a dead person or prob ' b ly any bone . Let ' s  take up 
any bone an ' yo ' take dat b one an ' yo ' ll s crape s ome o f  i t  down - carrying it 
down . Every st roke yo ' carrying it down yo ' calling somebody ' s name fo r j e st  
whut chew want . Well , when yo ' get dat shivered off , yo ' g it s ome quicks ilver 
[ from mirro r ]  an ' yo ' get s ome brims tone , pound it all up - mix it  up with dat 
dead bone . Den , after yo ' do dat , why den yo ' take dat an '  get to a [ s ewing ] 
machine wit a solid black cloth - it don ' t  make any di ff ' rence if  de cloth has 
been us ed . An '  yo ' sew it up j es t  kinda on de order o f  - sort o f  on de order of  
some thin ' like dat . [ She demonstrates . ]  

(Make a lit tle bag . )  
Kind o f  a lit tle b ag - p rob ' b ly have it on de order of  a pear shape . Well , 

now yo ' ll sit  dat down . Take up a brick from de firep lace an ' yo ' sit dat right 
down - dat large part down , de small part up .  An '  every mo rning yo ' get up , why 
yo ' put halfa cup o f  chamber lye on it , an ' every time yo ' throw some chamber lye 
on it yo ' name it j es t  whut chew want it to do . I t  will do dat . 

Dat ' s  one way ah know . Dat ' s  [ to ]  keep down any cunjuration dat ' s  round yo re 
hous e - anyth ing like a person is trying to trick yo ' or tie up yo re home or 
some thin ' . 

Now , yo ' get chew a pinch o f  red peppah , a pinch o f  sulphur an '  a pinch o f  
b :rack peppah , a pinch of gunpowder an '  a pinch o f  graveyard dirt . Git all dat 
toge thah . Den yo ' take some lit tle cups - some small cups , five-cent potash-can 
cup s would be de very thing . An ' yo ' po ' dat in de re an ' when yo ' po ' dat in 
dere , den yo ' po ' t easpoonful all round . Yo ' got three cups , yo ' po ' teaspoon
ful all around of yore chamber lye . An '  when de sun goes down den yo ' bury it 
while yo ' make one s tep from yo ' do ' step .  Yo ' bury dis one . Den go on an ' bury 
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dat one , se t tin '  up lit tle cups . Make another s t ep yo ' b ury dat one . Make 
another s t ep yo ' bury dat one . Dat ' s  three . Den eve ry morning befo ' de sun
rise den yo ' urinat e an ' yo ' po ' dat on dere - on dose places . 

(That ' s  to keep harm down ? )  
Yes s i r , dat kills all dat ' s  round de house . 
Yo ' t ake an ' drive down nine files in anyone ' s  pathway , j es t  where dey kin 

come ovah it chew know . Drive down nine files , head an ' t ail up - de sharp par t  
in an ' d e  b lunt part up . Be sure it ' s  nine . When yo ' g e t  do se nine drove down , 
den yo ' s t and an '  t alk wit de devil . Tell d e  devil whut chew want done . [ She 
laughs . ]  Call Luci fe r . Call Luci fer three times . Tell him whut chew want him 
to do with dos e  files . Every time dat dey come in an ' out ovah dos e  files - dey 
have to come dis p athway ,  why dey get mo re an ' more in troub le ,  more an '  more 
wantin ' to leave , mo re an ' mo re , an ' dey g onna move . [ She laughs . ]  Dem files 
gonna run ' em  way from dere . Dey ' d  even much get to de place where dey he ar de 
hous e cracking - dey ge t s cared o f  de house , dey s ay it ' s  sp ooky . [ She laughs . ]  
I t  will b r ing witches in on ' em .  

Yes , yo ' kin g o  draw a cof fin on a pine t ree , den yo ' ll form dat person -
yo ' draw humanity into dat co f fin . Yes , cal ling de name - cal l de name when you 
are drawing de co ffin . When you draw de image in dere , you call dis name again . 
Jes t  take yore time . An '  den yo ' kin get a sma ll nail - yo ' ll draw his heart , 
draw hi s two hands open , draw his feet . Yo ' j es t  take one o f  dose small-s i z e  
nails - whut dey use i n  des e  lit tle s oapb oxes dat ' ll be all righ t . [ Cylinder 
changed . ]  Jes t tack one in de pam [ p alm ] of each hand , one in de middle p ar t  
o f  each fee t , an '  one where yo ' think d e  heart due to b e .  Yo ' j es t  t ap dos e  
lit tle nai ls nine mornin ' s  - j es t  tap ' em all . Every one o f  dose lit tle nails 
yo '  tap ' em .  An '  de las t , ninth mornin ' yo ' drive one of dose nails , tell it , 
"Dat i t , g i t  in . "  Eve ry t ime yo ' hit , drive it clean up to de t ree . Dat ' s  a 
dead s oul righ t de re . Dey g o t ta go . 

Take s ix candles an ' yo ' s it one at de b ack end of yore hous e like dis . Sup
pose now , dere is de front do ' - coming in dis is de front do ' .  S e t  one heah , 
one heah in a row , an ' yo ' get dos e s ix candles direct o f  dat do ' .  Yo ' g o out 
an '  yo ' turn yore fa ce towards de north an ' make a wish fo ' dose candles . Yo ' 
ain ' t even s i t  ' em afire yet . Yo ' make a wish fo ' dos e candles . [ A  dog b a rks 
throughout this whole de s c ript ion . ]  Now , ah wish fo ' de first cand le to do so
an ' -so , dat tendin ' to de north . Dat ' s  de one dat ' s  dis way . Ah make a wish 
for de second , d at ' s  de b ro ther of dat candle , to do so-an ' -so - j es t  whut chew 
want done . Go on out to de s ixth [ al l  s ix candles are in a row at righ t ang le 
to door ] an ' now in de Thpee Highes t  Names . Now ah want it tub work quickly 
b ecause ah ' m  in a hurry . S t ep back in de house an ' s trike a mat ch an ' set all 
dose candles afire an ' let ' em b urn half way . De next eveniri ' b efo ' de s un  go 
down , yo ' j es t  sp rinkle yo ' s ome b lack peppah right round in dere an ' make yore 
wish - s ame thing . 

(You sprinkle round in tha t lit tle g rease cup at the b o ttom o f  the candle . )  
Yo ' j est sp rinkle a lit tle b lack peppah round in all dos e  an ' go right b ack 

out an ' turn yore face to de north ag in an ' talk wit dose candles b ack in yere . 
Tell ' em  d e  s ame thing whut chew wan t done , "Ah want de firs t to do so-an ' -s o " 
de one dat sets in de no ' th .  "Ah want de s e cond his b ro ther nex t to him" - make 
a wish fo ' him. to do so-an ' -s o .  Come b ack an ' s trike a mat ch an ' set it afire 
an' den le t it b urn down . Den ex actly j es t  whatsomevah yo ' wish fo ' - whatso
evah yo ' turnt yore face in de north , dat ' l l happen . 

(Do they use different co lors ? )  
Red and white . Dis is whit e  whut ah spoke o f . 
Now , yo ' kin take red ones an '  set dem in a circle . When yo ' get dem sot in 
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a circle , in a ring , why den yo ' get de Bib le an ' get de 23rd Psalm . An ' yo ' 
s tep right ovah in dat ring while dey burning an ' yo ' reads de 2 3rd Ps alms , an '  
den yo ' ll turn round three times in dat ring whe re all dose candles burning . 
When yo ' get yoreself sot towards sundown , "I , In the Name o f  the Lord , Father , 
Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  I make a wish dat dese candles dat ' s  lighting up around me , 
dat dey may shine sech-an ' -sech a place an ' worry somebody ' s  mind , so-an ' -so ' s  
mind . "  Call de re name . "Ah want dem to come to me quickly wit tears in dere 
eyes as dese candles are burned . Qui ckly means ins ide of three days , ah want 
chew to rap on mah do ' . " Blow [ she blows ] out al l dos e  candles [ she laughs ] 
' cause dey done b urnt down den . Yo ' j es t  talkin ' to ' em t ill dey burns down , 
an ' yo '  den go down an ' b low [ she b lows ] ' em out . [ She laughs . ]  

Yo ' take de black candles - well , now ah ' m  gonna rush up de devi l an ' hi s 
imps . [ Auto horn . ] Set dat in de middle of de yard at de hour of  midnigh t 
dat ' s  de even hour . Yo ' know dere ' s  s ome things work on even hours an ' some 
uneven hours . Yo ' ll set dat black candle - don ' t  light it ye t - yo ' ll set  hit 
in de middle o f  yore yard . Say , "Now , dis smoke dat ah ' m  fixing tuh light , ah 
want chew to go directly to mah enemies . Don ' t  stop till yo ' get to mah enemies , 
so dat when yo ' get dere , I want chew to put de devil in dat home . " Well dey ' ll 
tear up , dey ' ll tear up . Dey ' ve gotta move an ' fight an ' b e  in j ail an ' every
thing els e . Dey can ' t  s tay dere . "Ah 'm gonna light chew now , Ole Lucifire 
[Lucifer ] .  Ah want chew to come on , yo ' an ' yore crowd and ah want chew to go 
right direct de way dis smoke . "  Hit ' s  goin ' dere . Yo ' s trike a mat ch an ' set 
it afire . Yo ' s ee dat little twir lin ' smoke twirling o f f  - see it  circling . I t  
goin ' right s traigh t t o  yore enemies house an ' i t  goin ' i n  dere i f  it have to g o  
through d e  keyhole . [ She laughs . ]  

Yo ' j es t  turn to de firs t o f  Genasees [Genesis ] an ' p lace de Bib le right undah 
yore p illah an ' get  yo ' a few mustard seeds an ' j es t  throw dose mus tard seeds 
j es t  right down to de s ide of yore bed j est  a lit tle bit . Hang de sifter ovah de 
keyhole an ' yo ' ll ke t ch him . [ She laughs . ]  Now , mis ter , this be genuine . [ She 
can s carcely talk from laughing . ]  When yo ' slip dat sifter hung ovah dat key
hole , yo ' ll name dat si fter an ' te ll dat s ifter , say , "Now , ah don ' t  want chew to 
even move , ah don ' t  want chew to even move until ah ketch dis witch . " Git chew 
ano thah b rand-new s ifter an ' cove r ovah dose  seeds . Yo ' lay right dere good an ' 
peace ful . Wat ch dat si fter on de flo ' - don ' t  wat ch dat ' un  at de do ' ,  ' cause 
he comin ' in all right . An '  de next mo rnin ' when yo ' get up dere ' ll be a b ig fly 
or somepin undah dat new s ifter . [ She laughs . ]  Well , dat ' s  him . I f  yo ' ll j es '  
hold to dat now , it ' ll turn to who i t  is .  

(Just hold on to it , it will turn into whoever it is . )  
Dat ' s right , j es t  let dat sifter stay down dere . But ah went an ' j erked up 

de si fter an '  le t  out mah blowfly . [ She laughs . ]  [ I  laugh . ] 
[ At this point I have a penciled note made wh ile checking the t rans cription , 

"Rhythm through here . "  This woman was re citing - improving every moment . I must 
have b een impres s ed wi th her ab ility during the recording . ]  

(Tell me how these people change into wit ches , now . )  
We ll , dey goes to de cemet ery an ' gets some garment dat de dead have been 

buried in , an ' when dey get dat garment dey wears dat garment underneath fo ' two 
--days , an ' den dey pulls dat garment o f f . An ' when dey pull dat g arment o f f  dey 

hiees it in dere room .  An '  when dey hide i t  in dere room den dey gets a cat an ' 
dey cut s of f dat black eat ' s  ear , righ t heah , an ' dey drop s three drops of dat 
blood into a b lack cow ' s milk an ' dey takes a little o f dat at a time on a spoon . 
Dat ' s a kind of  a medicine . Den dey take dat b lack eat ' s  ear an ' dey b oils a 
li tt le bit  o f  it in dat b lack cow ' s milk mixed with water , an ' when it gets kinda 
tender den dey turns it inside out , an ' dey s lip it ovah dey righ t thumb an ' dey 
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come in dat do '  invis ib le .  [ She laughs . ]  Yes s ir ,  no one s ees dem . Dey come in 
dere invis ib le .  

Black cow ' s  milk and den a r am  goat . An ' den dey g e t  s ome o f  dese g reen reeds 
whut people make fishing poles out a , an ' dey cu ts it j es t  below a knot-like , 
count 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 j oints . Well , ah ' m  going cut righ t b elow dis 
ninth j oint . Ah ' m goin ' cut right in heah , cut it halfway - dat ' s  to leave a 
hole in de reed . Take dat b lack cow ' s  milk an ' ah po ' s  nine drops in dere . 
Ram goat ' s  - cut o f f  j is '  a li t tle shaving . 

(Wh at do you t ake from the ram go at ? ) 
De horns - shave o f f  s ome o f  his horns righ t  fine . Well , ah ' l l put dat in 

dere . Well , now ah ' ll let dat s t ay in dere , dose two thing s - de black cow ' s  
mi lk an ' de ram horns - some portion of his horns , shiver it o f f . Well , dat ' s  
put in dere . Well , ah ' m goin ' le t dat stay in dere an ' ah ' m  goin ' s top it up , 
gonna let it s t ay in dere fo ' nine d ays . An '  ah kin take i t  den , a drop o f  dat 
milk wit dat ram horns in it , an ' ah walk right in yore place of b us iness an ' 
ah ' ll j est fool round till ah drop a drop in dere - j es t  one drop , d at ' s  all 
right . 

(Out o f  this reed . )  
Dat ' s  right , out dat reed . I ' ll j es t  drop one drop an '  dat ' s  sufficient . 

[ She laughs . ]  
(What ' s  i t  going to do? ) 
I t ' s  gonna run everybo dy out o f  dere . [ She laugh s . ]  Eve rybody ' s  gott a go 

outa dere - gonna run ' em way from dere . 
Well , ah ' ll take de b lack cow ' s  milk now , i f  ah know dere ' s  something wrong . 

Dis is mah place - dere ' s  something wrong wit dis p lace , ah can ' t  s t ay heah .  
Ah ' m  gonna hunt me up a b l ack cow an ' ah ' m  gonna get s ome o f  dat b lack cow ' s  
milk . Ah wanta take dat milk an ' ah wanta take a lit tle portion o f  s ulphur an ' 
ah ' m  gonna put it in dere - i t ' ll be a reed - an ' ah ' m gonna shake it up . Shake 
it up . Put one drop at mah do ' s teps , one drop righ t  ins ide o f  de hous e ,  one 
drop at de b ack do ' . Ah ' m g onna take a b rass penny an '  ah ' m  g onna wedge it 
undah de threshold where de pieces [ saddle ] be ' s .  Anyb ody dat come in an ' out 
kin come in an ' out ovah dat penny . Dat knocks dat in de head . Yo ' kin stay 
dere j es t  long as yo ' wanta . [We both laugh . ]  

Black cat . Yo ' kin take dat black cat an ' put a handful o f  s al t  in s ome water 
an '  let dat water be boilin ' .  T ake dat cat by de righ t ear an ' drop him ovah 
dere in dat ' live like he is . An '  he ' ll j es t  b oil an '  boil in dere an '  b oi l  till 
he j e s t  boil all to pieces - hide an ' hair an '  all . He ' ll j es t  b o i l  all tuh 
pieces . When he g e t s  boiled all tuh pieces den dat luak bone will come to de 
top . Yo ' ll see it shoot up like dat an ' den it wi ll turn - float , nevah will go 
b ack t o  de bot tom any mo ' .  We ll , yo '  get dat - ge t  dat b one out an ' coo l dat 
bone . Yo ' kin use de shivering [ shaving ] of dat bone fo ' peop le or eithe r  yo ' 
kin use de whole b laak aat bone .  Yo ' got ' em dere . Make a wish on dat b one an ' 
b low yore b reath on it three t ime s  an ' put it in yore pocke t . [ Cylinder 
Changed . ]  

(What do you do with the res t o f  the b ody , now ? )  
Throw hit to d e  sunris e . Take de whole pot an ' empty it out to de sunris e -

j es t  go out � piece from yore hous e  an ' empty it r ight dire ctly to de sunrise . 
(Why did you th row it towards the sunris e ,  did you say? ) 
Oh , dat 1 s to make yore luck ris e . Every time dat de s un rise why dat makes 

yore luck stronger an ' s t ronger . 
(Yo u  s aid sometimes you take litt le s crap ing s o f f  the b one . What do you do 

that for ? )  
Aw ,  dat ' s  to sprinkle on yore money o r  anything l ike dat , see , j e s t  lit tle 
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bit  of shiverings - sprinkle a lit tle in yore han ' s cuf f . 
Dat keeps ' em·  down undah de feet o f  everybody . Yo ' take nine of  dos e  matches 

an '  yo ' drive dem down in solid ground . Yo ' know , yo ' drive dem right down in de 
middle o f  a fo ' k  of  a road - j e s t  lak de road crosses , yo '  drive dem nine matches 
down in dere in dat fork . An '  yo ' get dem drove down in dat fo ' k , yo ' name dat 
pers on an '  tell ' em ,  say ,  "Yo ' shall come down . "  Dat ' s  all de heads [ o f  mat ches ] 
down - all de head ' s  down . Dat keeps ' em down all de time . 

When a woman is - i t ' s like dey have envy agains t one another an ' she ' s  gonna 
a�ss her . Prob ' b ly dat ' s  her husband ' s  child or her b oy fri end ' s  child an ' she 
don ' t  like dat . Well , now she ' s  gonna make her have a hard time . She ' ll goin ' 
tuh fool around p rob ' b ly an ' get someone to do dat - g i t  a piece of  her garment 
an '  she ' ll carry it to de rivah . She ' ll get i t  to de rivah , why den she ' ll 
wind it uE in a handful of graveyard dirt . She ' ll git it tied up tight into a 
tight ball , prob ' b ly it ' s  her b loomers or something like dat - a light p ie ce yo ' 
know , a piece she kin handle . Well , when she git hit wound up right good an ' 
tight into dat s cattered graveyard dirt - it ' s  gotta be a handful to s catter -
well now she ' ll chunk i t  out in de middle o f  de runnin ' water . When hit g i ts 
wet , why h it ' ll s ink on down ,  on down to de bot tom. Dat ' ll put her down to de 
place where sh e  can ' t  - de doctor will have to take it . 

I t  come to mah mind - my an ' yore mind both was workin ' ' b out de s ame . 
[Whatever the question was I had asked , she says we were thinking along the same 
line . ] 

A catfish . [ She laughs . ]  Now , we goin ' go see ' bout de catfish . Yo ' t ake 
now wit chure left hand a pinch of  someone middle o f  dere track .  Yo ' gonna put 
' em  with misery now an '  pains with de feet - prob ' b ly dey will swole where dey 
can ' t  s tand up . Yo ' ve heard about people sittin '  an ' can ' t walk - stop ' em from 
walkin ' .  Why ? Yo ' take dat dirt den an ' yo ' put dat dirt into a lit tle � 
cloth , thin cloth , an ' go in de rivah somewhere an ' ket ch yo ' a catfish . T ake 
dis finger - don ' t  hurt ' em - j es t  trim dose [ your ] fingernails right clos e .  
Yo ' ll gag his  mouth open an '  yo ' ll pop dat lit tle small package right down in 
his - be sure it ' s  down in his maw . Don ' t hurt him - be good - an '  yo ' t ake him 
by dos e fins an '  throw him ovah de shoulder right back in dat runnin ' water in 
dat rivah , an ' he ' ll swim righ t on down to de bottom an ' he ' ll s tay right dere 
unt i l  dat - until dat s tuff in his maw - until he deliver dat out . When he 
deliver dat out dat delivers out dat person - de woman . 

Spring frog , dat ' s  one dem ole big green frogs . Some call ' em de bullfro g , 
ah believe . Well , yo ' get him an ' yo ' cut him open . Yo ' cut him open an ' yo ' 
take out de seat part o f  a woman ' s  s tep-ins an ' yo ' lay dat small piece right in 
dat frog . Jes t don ' t  hurt him no further den j es t split ting him open - j es t  lak 
yo ' operatin ' on him . An '  yo ' place dat in him an ' den yo ' take a silk thread 
an '  yo ' sew dat frog up an ' throw him back in de wat er . [ She laughs . ]  Dat stops 
her from any man . 

Go to de buzzard nes t .  Yo ' got ta s lip up dere on ' em  - find de ole buz zard 
nes t .  Ah knows where dere ' s  two o r  three now . Yo ' find de ole buz z ard nest an ' 
yo ' go dere an ' dere ' s  his eggs in dere . Dat ' s  during de time fo ' dere laying . 
Take every one dose eggs ou t from de re an ' boil ' em .  Dey goin ' smell awful b ad ,  
bu• ch ew boil ' em an ' carry ' em right b ack to dat nes t  an '  lay ' em b ack in dat 
nest an '  let ' em cool off . Dat raven [who is the real lucky-s tone actor , no t the 
buzzard]  will fly clean cros s de sea an '  he ' ll find a Zuak s tone , an '  bring it  
right  b ack dere an ' lay it  right among dose  eggs , an ' dose eggs will become to  
be buz z ard eggs right on without anything de  matter any way . An' yo ' goin ' get 
dat b ig larg e piece of s tone out from dere . Dat ' s  luckier dan lodes tone . Jes t 
tote it in yore handpurs e or in yo re pocke t , it ' s luckier dan any lodes tone . 
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An '  den now he re we go with de - dey call ' em de chimley- swe epers - lit tle 
swal lows . He mos tly builds his hous e ,  his nes t ,  in ole hous es in de chimleys . 
[ Cy l inde r ch anged . ]  Well , yo ' take his egg an '  yo ' do h i t  likewis e .  Boil his 
egg an ' when yo ' lay his egg l ike in de nes t  he b rings a long root - a long 
wh ite roo t  an '  lay s  dat on his eg gs . An '  yo ' keep visit in ' de nes t  unt i l  yo ' 
f ind dat root - i t  be l aying right on de top o f  de egg s . We ll , yo ' take dat 
roo t  den an ' yo ' could fix it j e s t  any way d at yo ' wanta . I t ' s  a j ointed root 
but it ' s  whi te . 

( Do you know anything ab out roo ts ? )  
Take r at t lesnake mas te r  - I bet ter s t art with dat firs t .  You t ake ratt le

snake master an '  hi t ' ll cure any kind o f  poison or e i the r h i t  can b r ing any kind 
o f  luck . Yo ' g i t  rattlesnake mas t er an ' yo ' g it lodes tone , an ' yo '  t o te do se two 
mixed toge the r ,  j e s t  a me dium s i zed p ie ce .  S ew it up in a b ag an ' yo ' to te hi t 
in yo re right-hand p o cke t , in yo re purse , anywhere dat chew kin c arry i t . Den 
yo ' git de rattlesnake head , snake head , an ' yo ' t ake dat snake head an '  p ut h i t  
o n  g o o d  whiskey - yo ' j es t  p ut roo t  an '  all , j es t  wash it o f f  an ' p u t  i t  o n  good 
whiskey . An '  after it s taye d  on good whiskey 24 hours yo ' take i t  out ,  an ' den 
yo ' put i t 24 hours into de fine s t  kind of co logne dat chew kin b uy , an '  after 
hit gits dat 2 4  hours out , den yo ' t ake dat roo t den an ' j e s t  s lip i t  into - j e s t  
shop i t  to anyone or s ell t o  anyone an ' hit ' l l  really d o  d e  work . Don ' t  care how 
hard a luck dat chew in , i t  will b ring luck to yo '  o r  whosomevah i t ' s g ived to . 
Dat ' s  sure . 

Den yo ' want a know any thing ab out medicine roots and o the r ? ) 
(What about John the Conqueror , now ? )  
High John de Conquer? 
(Tell me ab out that . )  

Yeah , High John de Conquer ,  den dere ' s  Low John de Conquer . Yo ' go ahead an ' 
g i t  dat High John de Conquer on de full moon an ' when yo ' g i t  dat High John de 
Conquer , den yo ' makes a b ag , small b ag on hit , an ' hang it on de head o f  yo ' 
bed an ' b r ing peace in any home reg ardless to whut . I t  conque rs any thing d at 
will come ins ide o f  dat hous e in de way o f , yo ' know , l ine o f  devilment s  - dat ' s  
why it ' s called de High John de Conquer. We ll , hi t b eats de Low John de Conquer .  
De Low John de Conquer i s  fo ' ground business [ concealed , low-class , o r  dirty 
wo rks - buried in p erson ' s  path , et c .  Another name for thi s  business i s  under
world work . ] Dis High John de Conquer yo ' kin lay i t  on yore mantelp iece 
anywhere . 

(What about devi l ' s-shoes t r ing s , Eve-and-Adam - all thos e  thing s ? )  
Yeah , yo ' kin t ake devi l ' s-shoe s t ring an '  j es t  tie anybody dOwn wit i t . Jes t 

take dat devil ' s- sho es tring whi le i t ' s  g reen an '  l imb e r  an '  yo ' salt dat person 
fo ' nine days , us ing de table s al t . Every mawnin ' when yo ' g i t  up , when yo ' make 
yore fire , yo ' ,  " In de Name o f  de Lo rd ah ' m  gonna s alt chew so-an ' - so [ p erson ' s 
name ] dat I an ' yo ' will g i t  along b e t ter , o r  yo ' will nevah bo ther me any mo ' "  -
j es t  any way dat chew want , wit dat s alt . We l l  after yo ' s al t in ' i t  nine days , 
den yo ' git his track o r  her track , put i t  in a lit tle new p i e ce o f  cloth an ' 
take dat d e  v i  1 ' s  [ she s olemnly accents the wo rd ] - shoest ring eve ry mornin ' , 
an '  have yo ' a bundle o f  it righ t heah an '  act like yo ' s  lookin ' thro ugh i t  at de 
s un , an '  yo ' �ake a t ie w i t  dat devi l ' s-shoes tring . Every t ime yo ' draw i t  yo ' 
speak ab out whut chew want it t o  do . Make yo '  ano th er loop , draw i t  an '  sp eak 
ab out whut chew want it tuh do . An ' den de l as t  dat chew draw on i t  [ thus 
making 3 loop s ]  chew make a bowkno t an '  bury it righ t  in dere - fore p art of 
yore p la ce . 

(Did you he ar o f  them split ting a t ree wi th th at ? Spli t t ing a smal l t re e ? ) 
Yes . Now , yo ' could even do a peacht ree dat w ay .  Take a peachtree an ' cut 
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off a limb o f f  of it an '  yo ' j es t  sorta spli t dat limb j es t enough fo ' it to be 
stabbed. When yo ' turn it loos e it  wi ll fly like dat .  Yo ' take an ' git  three 
horse ' s  hai r [ 3  hors ehairs ] an ' yo ' wrap it right loosely , not tight - prob ' bly 
about two - j e s t  enough to ho ld it together till yo ' throw it . Den yo ' pass by 
someone ' s yard yo ' know den an ' make a wish , "Ah wi sh fo ' yo 1 tuh move ' way from 
heah , "  o r ,  " ah wish dat yo ' coul d s tay heah . " Yo ' j est  throw it right ovah in de 
yard . Well , when it  hit de ground , s ee , it ' ll bus t  loose an ' j ump yo ' know right 
back together l ike dis . 

Den yo ' go  to  another small t ree , le t i t  be very small , an ' yo ' git chew a 
axe an ' sharpen it right sharp . S tart right at de top like dis an ' split dat 
tree , "Now , yo ' been runnin ' round heah long enough an ' yo ' loving dat othah 
fellah mo ' so den yo ' is me . Now , ah want dis to be split up , an ' want ' s  him 
to go ahead an '  leave yo ' alone , an ' yo '  go ' he ad an ' leave him ' lone . Now , 
ah ' m  goin ' split chew both . "  [ She laughs . ]  Make a chop in dat tree an 1 split 
dat split . Well , now , yo ' let dat split s tand dere until it git dried . An '  
when i t  gits dried , crook i t  like dat an ' let i t  - yo ' seen trees grow up like 
dat . I have . Dat ' s  whut it is - dat ' s  sp Zi ttin ' up dis love . 

(When it  get s  dry you put them together again , so that they wi ll grow into 
one again . ) [ But the tree will be crooked or twisted . ]  

Dat ' s right . 
Ke t ch chew a bat an ' take dat bat an '  kill him an ' git his heart out an '  yo ' 

tote dat b at ' s  heart with yo ' .  [ She laughs . ]  Punch out his eyes - his right 
eye - an ' let it git hardened in de sun an '  to te dat bat ' s  eye with yo ' .  Yo ' 
kin see clearer in de night den yo ' kin de day .  [ She laughs . ]  Take dat heart 
dat heart of de bat - an ' git de he art . o f  a mo le , an '  t ie dem two toge ther wi th 
red s trings . Tie ' em to yore left arm when yo '  playing any kind o f  games - make 
yo ' win all de money dat ' s here b efo ' yo '  [ she laughs ] ,  all yo '  want . Dat ' s  a 
b at heart . 

Pull i t  [ an onion] up by de roots . I f  i t ' s  got  a top on it , j es t  grasp de 
top ,  "Now ah hold yo ' an '  ah ' m  gonna fix yo ' in a po sition , S o-an ' -So - ah 'm 
gonna f ix yo ' in a pos i tion dat chew ' ll come home quick or either yo ' ll be run
ned away from heah qui ck . " Snat ch dat root up - snatch dat onion up an ' turn it 
right ovah an ' b ury it right b ack down in de same place . Talkin ' t o  i t , bury it  
up side down , "Now ah want chew to be down . If yo ' don ' t  come home ah wants yo ' 
to b e  down - j es t  be on yore hai d .  Ah 'm put tin ' yo '  on yore head . "  [ She 
laughs . ]  Yo ' j es t  pack dat dirt right around dere good an ' hard , an ' �ry 
morning yo' go out dere an ' sprinkle you a lit tle s alt around i t .  Dat ' s  saZtin ' 
his head . Tab le salt - sprinkle a little s alt  around i t  fo ' three day s . [ She 
laughs . ] An '  dat third night he ' ll knock on yore do ' .  [ She knocks on the 
table . ] [We both laugh . ] 

Yo ' always keep yo ' a b rand-new broom dat chew don ' t  us e  fo ' common bus iness 
like j es t  sweepin ' up - yo ' know , cleanin ' .  I f  anyone come to yo re house - yo ' 
know , ah despise her ,  ah desp ise him - an '  ah don ' t  think he ' s  comin ' heah for 
any good , an ' it don ' t look l ike t o  me ah kin keep him ' way from heah in no way , 
shape or form ,  to save mah life . Well , now , ah wanta keep him ' way from heah . 
I f  he comes an ' walks out again , why yo ' walk right - j es t  keep yo ' a brand-new 
bo» o f  salt s i t tin ' s omewhe re an ' j est as soon as he cle ars de place , j es t  come 
back an ' j es t  sprinkle yo ' a lit tle bit o f  s alt all ab out in dat room where he 
sit  at . Jest sweep it right on out wi t yore new broom right s traight on out 
behind him an ' he won ' t nevah come back dere to dat house . [ She l aughs . ]  

Yo ' git two splinters - ligh tnin ' -struck tre e , get two splinters . Cut ' em  
o f f  two inches long an ' sharpen one end , sharpen another end . An '  dis other one 
you j es ' sharpen one end , but heah ' s  one yo '  done sharpen both ends an ' yo ' ll 
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take d at splinter , dos e  two sp linters , an ' lay ' em s ide by side like dat , an ' b uy 
yo ' a b rand-new pocketb ook dat have nevah been us ed , an '  yo ' t o te dose sp linters . 
Dis one heah is sharpened at each end an ' dis one heah is only sharpened at one 
end . Well , ah ' m  gonna lay ' em  in dere like dis an '  ah ' m gonna j es ' tote ' em  in 
dere , an ' every night ah ' m  gonna ' noint i t  wit a little b i t  o f  chamber lye an ' 
ah ' m  gonna tote it wit me . De sorries t gamb ler in de world win every game he 
set down at . He win it - nuthin els e [ this is for g amb ling only ] b ut he ' s got 
his jomoo . [ She laughs . ]  

Take lodes tone , g arlic an' b rims tone , dose three together . Yo ' know da t 
garlic is g o t  a loud s cent an ' a h igh s cent . Wel l , yo ' t ake dose an '  yo ' pound 
up dat g arlic - j es t  one nut of i t , pound i t . Dat s upposed to smell turrib le .  
Sew dat up in yore b ag - al l dos e three mixtures , all dat mixt ure up dere .  Yo ' 
s ew dat up an ' yo ' keep i t  fed up wi t whi skey . Yo ' l l rule any co ' t  or any law -
any thing dat chew go fo ' .  [ She laughs . ]  All you want a do git de s cent o f  dat 
g arli c .  [ She laughs . ]  

Yo ' have to overtake a king snake - one dat chew run up on . Yo ' have to don ' t  
hurt him . T ake a forked s t i ck an '  j ab right across his ne ck but j es t  let him 
have a way to wig gle , an '  yo ' take yo ' a b ig needle o f  b l ack thread an ' yo ' run 
it right through his eye , de s ide part o f  his eye ,  an ' let dat b lood come out . 
Den yo ' hold him - hold de s tick ' way o ff dere - an ' yo ' g i t  back f rom de s ti ck 
an ' dat leaves him live righ t  on i t . An '  yo ' t ake dat thread out a dat needle 
den an ' yo ' t i e  it in a hard knot round yore wais t .  Yo ' can put a bad mouth 
on anyb ody . Den yo ' go to a coach whippee . 

(Wait a minut e before you t alk about the coachwhip . Give me an example o f  
j ust how you put a bad mouth on them . ) 

Dat ' s  right , yo ' got it [ king snake eye ]  round yore wais t . Well , now yo ' tell 
dem , say , ' 'Now , heah "  - now de way dey goin '  put de bad mouth on yo ' , s ay ,  "Well , 
yo ' 11 b e  in j ai l  ' fo re tomorrow night . "  Yo ' prob ab ly g onna git hurt o r  s omething 
like dat . "Ah ' ll put de bad mouth on yo ' i f  yo ' foo l with me . "  Well , now , dat 
night dey g oin ' t ake o f f  dis s tring - see , dey goin ' take dis s tring o f f  an ' b all 
it up good an ' nice in graveyard dirt an ' s leep with it one nigh t under dey he ad 
an ' put i t  back round dere wai s t . Dat changes dere luck to b ad luck . But when 
dey put it under dere head dey gonna name it dis person . 

(Under the he ad o f  what ? ) 
[ Cylinder change d . ]  
(You put it under the pi llow and s leep on it one night ? )  
Dat ' s  right - j es t  one nigh t . Wel l , g its de sweat o f  yore head yo ' know , de 

sweat of yore head yo ' know on i t . 
Yo ' g i t  a coachwhip - yo ' t ake a coachwhip shed - try to g i t  chew a newly shed 

an ' git dat newly shed an ' yo ' j es t  sew it up in yore kin ' of a b and to wear next 
to yo ' • [ She laughs . ]  Can ' t nob o dy go ovah dat . [ She laughs . ]  See , dat coach
whip , yo ' know , hit ' ll whup things to death . Wel l , al l right , dat ' s  got de who le 
thing conquered . 

(What would you wear that fo r? ) 
Wear that to ke ep o f f devilment an ' all like o f  that . Dat got every thing 

bested ' bout dat . 
[ She s ays the coachwhip- shed belt is ab out the b es t  o f  all p rotective devi ces 

agains t evi l �o rk . Thi s is the coachwhip snake of the s outhern Uni ted S tates 
(Masticophis ,  syn . Zamenis, flage l lum or allied species ) , so named from i ts long 
tapering t ai l  and the b raided appearance of the s cales . I t  do es not "whup things 
to death" as my informant s tates and fo lklore b elieves . For an account of th is 
snake in action s ee later dur ing this interview . ] 

You take off his righ t fee t , yo ' bury i t  in de cemet ery - let i t  s tay dere 
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fo ' nine days an ' nights . Yo ' go an ' git i t  out f rom under dere an ' make yo '  a 
chain an ' put i t  on yo ' fo ' a lo cke t or either , yo ' know , yo ' kin j es '  have it 
made into some thin ' den - yo ' know , somethin ' -like . Dat ' s  de rabb i t  foo t . [ She 
laughs . ] Den yo ' j is '  tote i t  wit yo ' or either place it  fo ' a wat ch charm or-
anythin ' like dat - right feet , j es ' one , de front . 

How would yo ' git a renter in? All righ t , an ' it  seem like dat house is in a 
pos ition whare nobo dy di dn ' t  wants to live in i t .  Well , now den , de way dat chew 
do .  Dere st ands a empty hous e ,  yo ' underst and - yore house is emp ty an '  yo ' want 
tuh git someone in dere . Well , de people prob ' bly will move in an '  move right 
out - can ' t  nobody s tay dere . Yo ' j es ' bury a red pod of  red pepp ah in all fo ' 
aorners of de house . Yo ' take about as much as dis right hand dat yo ' kin hold 
up l ike dat of sulphah - pure sulphah . Pl ace it in eve r '  room . Care a lit tle 
small tin plate in ever ' one of  de rooms . Set it afire an '  le t it burn . Jes ' 
close de do ' s .  I f  dere ' s  some thin ' in dere dat somebo dy done put somepin in 
dere around dat p lace dat nobody kin s tay dere , dat red peppah wi ll kill de 
outs ide an '  de sulphah will kill de ins ide . Peopl e  kin s tay dere as long as 
dey want . [ She laughs . ]  

Yo ' take dat new sh ingle an ' mix yo ' up some meal an ' sulphah an '  p las ter 
dis side - mix it up s tiff . Yo ' plas ters dis side , an '  de o ther side yo ' don ' t  
p last er i t - yo ' j is '  s crape i t  until it ' s  good an ' smooth an ' slick , perfectly 
slick . Den yo ' lay a looking glass on dat shingle - let it lay in de no ' th 
co rnah of yore house , of yore room , 2 4  hours wit dat looking glass ovah it . Let 
de looking glass be turnt down an '  when yo ' t ake up dat looking glas s , let a cat 
or dog look in it firs t ' fo re yo ' do . Den when yo ' lo ok in it like dat , well den 
yo ' kin see all de image of yore enemies in dat g las s . [ She laughs . ]  Dat ' s  whut 
a new sh ingle will do . 

Yo ' ge t yo ' some sulphah an '  b rims tone an '  yo ' mix it up . Pound dat brims tone 
up right fine an ' yo ' mix it , mixes it up wit sheep lard - well dey call it sheep 
tallah - till it g i ts stiff , perfectly stiff . Den yo ' t ake dat yarn den an '  yo ' 
wrap dat yarn good around hit where it look on de order o f  a candle - b e  grease 
clean through . Yo ' have yo ' a s tring an ' s tick it  up through dat - j es '  make i t  
j es '  in d e  order o f  a candle , regardless to how far or how near . Le t d e  room b e  
perfectly dark at de hour o f  midnight an '  yo ' sit  dat candle right down - yarn 
an '  candle right down in de middle of yore room an ' yo ' set  i t  afiah [ afire ] . 
I t  won ' t come but one flickah of light an ' dat one fli ckah of light ' ll point 
righ t in de direction o f  where dat money be ' s .  An '  if it ' s  near anywhe re right 
at de house or right in de house - sometime prob ab ly i t  might be buried in de 
earth - it ' ll point right at dat treasure . Dat ' s  way to find it . Well , now yo ' 
go right in dis direction . Yo ' b low it out . De next night den yo ' got chure 
yarn out heah an '  i t ' ll lead yo ' right in dere . Whenevah yo ' git  towards dat , 
well dat light points right down right by dat yarn . 

(Wel l ,  now , is there any spe cial way o f  digging it up ? )  
Yeah .  [ Cylinder changed . ]  
I f  yo ' can git to it in de day ,  i t ' s  better to dig in de day dan i ' tis in de 

night ; but perhaps it might be  in a kind o f  a close place , sort o f  like a town , 
sort o f  thi ckly sett led . Yo ' can take up de propo sit ion at night , but always 
le t  it be on a full moon . An '  s tart to undermining yore treasure where de moon 
sh\ning down undah dere - undermine , kinda b elow it . If yo ' ever s trike to 
undermine below it , den de moon shines down in dere , dat holds it up . An ' [but ]  
de ray o f  de sun i s  mo ' s tronger den de moon . Lot za people say yo ' can ' t  talk 
an ' yo ' can ' t  do dis an ' da t an ' de othah round dere , but when dat moon or dat 
sun shines under it , dat b races it an ' den yo ' kin git it up wit perfect ease .  

Now fo ' rheumatism yo ' get chew an eelskin an '  yo ' s tew i t  down into tallah . 
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Yo ' put s  wh ite tallah in i t  an' y o ' s tew dat eel - j es ' b o i l  it , boi l it till i t  
s tews down t o  a tal lah . When it g e ts to a tallah , why den y o ' s it it as ide an ' 
let it g i t  kinda col d , but eve ry time dey ' s  to b e  rubbed wi t d at why have it 
kinda warm . An '  make ' em  rub wit d at ab out two days an ' g ive her a laxative o f  
crimson l ike s al t s - keep de bowels workin ' .  An ' de fo ' th day dey ' ll cert ainly 
think dey nevah did have any rheumatism . Dat ee l ' s hide , dat ' s  a g oo d  one . 

Make three calls wit a ram ' s  ho rn [ auto horn s ounds ! ! ! ]  an ' yo ' make yo re 
wish , "Ah wish to s ee So- an ' -S o-an ' - S o . "  Now , ah ' m  g onna make th ree cal ls in de 
e as t wit a ram ho rn an '  den ah ' m  gonna go an ' ah ' m  g onna s t and on a p la ce where 
mah fee ts clos e toge thah ,  an ' ah ' m  g onna look righ t towards de ceme tery , right 
towards where ah know dat dey are buried a t  an ' call dere names three times wi t 
mah mouth . Ah ' m g onna call dat three t ime s wit de ram ' s  horn . Ah ' m g onna p ick 
up a handful o f  earth - da t  earth where ah s t and an ' ah ' m  gonna thr ow i t  right 
towards de ceme tery . Ah ' m g onna s ay ,  "Now , befo ' day , at de hour o f midnight on 
tomo rrow , ah want chew to app ar [ appear ] . " Shore come in . [ To call a spiri t . ] 

T o  f ind de lucky numb ahs [ in g amb ling ] t ake de Bib le .  Now , ah want chew to 
read de ninth ch ap t er o f  P s alms - reads it ovah three times b e fo ' g o in ' tuh bed . 
When yo' read it ovah three t imes b e fo ' go in ' tuh bed , open de Bib le an ' s leep 
wi t it - s leep wi t dat B ib le righ t unde r yore pi llah an ' yo ' ll dream o f dat lu cky 
numb ah . When yo ' g i t  up de nex t mo rning , yo ' kin tell a pers on exac t ly about dat 
numb ah .  And i f  yo ' throw dat numb ah den dey ' ll ke t ch it . 

Yo ' do dat wi t a dead chicken feathe r . Yo ' t ake dat chicken fea ther an '  yo ' 
sharpen it - a b ig wing feather - ei ther one o f  de wings will do an ' yo ' sharpen 
dat feathe r . Ge t a goose an ' yo ' cut dat goos e ' s  he ad o f f  an ' g i t  his b lood -
dat ' s  whut chew wri te wit . Yo ' write dat l e t t ah  j es ' what s omevah yo '  want ' em  
tuh know , whats omevah yo ' want ' em  tuh do . An '  yo ' t ake it b e fo ' de sundown an' 
yo ' carry it to de cemet e ry  an ' yo ' p lace - i f i t ' s  on a s t i ck headb o ' d ,  yo ' pull 
up dat headbo ' d  an ' yo '  s lip dat let tah right undah headbo ' d ,  an' yo ' put dat 
he adb o ' d right back down in de s ame p lace . P a ck de dirt round i t . An '  dat 
sp irit wi l l  come to yo ' an ' do j uh zac t ly [ j us t  exactly ] whut chew want - whut 
yo ' s aid on dat le t tah to be done . 

Dey kin t ake yo ' o le s ock an ' one o f  yo '  ole shoes . I f  it ' s  a shoe dey kin 
take it an '  bury it at de foot o f  a g r avey ard , o f  a g r ave . Well , now , dat ' s  to 
t ro uble yo re mind , dat ' s  to mes s yo ' up , p rob ' b ly make yo ' kill yo ' s e l f - yore 
ole shoe or yore o le s o ck ,  any thing dat chew wear on yore feet . Well , yo ' g o to 
de g raveyard an '  yo ' bury i t , an ' yo ' kin bury it j es ' ab out half arm-leng th 
dat ' s  down near de b ody . Wel l ,  when yo ' bury i t ,  make sure den , "Ah wants him 
to run int o a car , run into a train - wan ts him to g i t  to t raveling an ' j es '  
don ' t  stop . "  [ I ' m t alking t o ]  de s p i ri t .  " Ah  wan ' chew to j es '  run him j es '  
eve rywhere so da t he c an ' t  s t ay nowhere ." [ She laughs . ]  

He go to de cros s ro ad on a new moon . When he get to de cross road he ' ll make 
three b ows . He ' ll le ave o f f  one o f  de points o f  de road - he ' l l make one b ow 
dis way , an '  one heah ,  an' one he ah [ demonstrates ] . 

(He will bow in the three directions excep t in the dire ction he i� taking ; 
he will b ow in the othe r  three dire ct ions . )  

Da t ' s  right . Yo ' make a call o f  his name twice . [ Cylinder changed . ]  After 
you make them three b ows , den yo ' make a loud call to dis road - dat dis end dat 
chew ain ' t  bowed t o .  An' yo ' ll call his name three time , "Jyheej i , " "G-i-h-e-e
g-i" [ she spe lls the name and p ronounces i t ] , "Jyheej i . " Yo ' ll cal l dat name 
three time . Den yo ' sit down right in da t cross road an ' in twenty minutes he ' ll 
appear .  Yo ' ll see de form j es '  s o rta on de order out o f  a moving pic ture . He ' ll 
come dere an ' den yo ' ask ' im any ques tion dat chew want a  do - dat chew want ' im 
t uh teach yo ' to do . Dat ' s  s elling yo re s oul . An '  he ' ll ask him in return , 
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"What ' s  am I to you in re turn? " "Ah ' ms to get yore soul fo ' return . "  [ She 
laughs . ]  Dat ' s de truth .  [ She laughs . ]  

(How did you learn all these things . )  
How does I learn it ? 
(Uhuh . ) 
[ She laughs . ]  

Wel l ,  I j is ' treasured it along ,  all myself . 
(You have a very good memory . ) 
End o f  1125 . 
[ Then either f rom my los t no tes or a note made soon after the interview : "I 

didn ' t  ask her name because I was exhaus ted . She was the last person for the 
day - it was gett ing towards 6 o ' clo ck - I had been sitting in a damp room all 
day - I did not know who she was when she came in - Edward [ [my traveling contact 
�] ] told me later - she fi lled 16 cylinders . " ] 

[Next day I begin work as us ual by testing the s tylus . ]  
(Testing the s tylus Waycross , Georgia , Saturday ,  March 4 ,  1939 . The next 

number will  b e  1126 . )  
(Yes terday was a very co ld rainy damp day .  We had a fire here i n  the fire

place and I wore my overcoat at the s ame time . Both Edward and I have b een 
feeling sort of seedy the las t few days , be cause of this damp room I think . ) 

(The las t woman [ No . ll25 ] that came in yes terday was almost  as good as anyone 
I ' ve talke d  to - she was almost  as g ood as several o f  those peop le over in New 
Orleans . In fact , I almo st exhaus ted my ques tions on her and then she had to 
go - she ' s a j anitress o f  a s chool and she had t o  go to clean out the s choo l .  
Said she might b e  back tomorrow - that is today - to tell me a few more things . )  

[ The Laughing Doator did not return next day ,  Saturday , March 4 ,  1939 . My 
Numbers Book 9 7 8-1290 being los t , I do no t know what day the fol lowing week she 
came back ,  b ut her coming after No . ll 6 7  shows I meanwhile had interviewed 41 
persons ! Her former laughter is abs ent during the second part of the interview 
whi ch follows : 1 

Git a crow . Have someone tub shoot a crow an ' yo ' git his head an ' yo ' let it 
dry - lay it in de sun an '  let it dry . An '  den yo ' take s ome red {Lannen dat 
have nevah been used . Yo ' sew dat head up in dat - make yo ' a kind o f  a b ag 
an '  wear it ins ide next to yore heart . [ This is a hand. ] Eve ryone dat s ee yo ' 
will fear yo ' . 

An '  den yo ' take a buz zard ' s  egg . Take dat buz zard egg an ' yo ' - yo ' ll find 
one in de g roup dat ' s  got a mark on it an '  yo ' take de one dat ' s got dat mark on 
it an '  - a reddish one - an '  yo ' take dat one an ' yo ' throw it  under yore do ' 
s tep . Git it an '  bury dat at yore do ' s tep an ' yo ' make three wishes . An '  outa 
de three wishes , de las t wish dat chew make , why dat ' s  exactly whut wi ll t ake 
place . I f yo ' wish , yo ' know , tuh go to someone to b orrow money or fo ' ' em not 
to deny yo ' , or yo ' make any o thah kind of  wish da t yo ' wanta have . 

An '  den yo ' git chew some s alt , a tab lespoonful of s a lt . Yo ' t ake dat s alt 
an '  yo ' bury it three steps from yore do ' ,  from yore do ' s tep . Dat ' s  tub keep 
out any evil spiri ts . An '  bury dat s al t - why yo ' make dat wish on dat salt , 
dat no one should do yo ' no harm or nuthin like dat . Den yo '  make a ring den 
wi� yore index finger ; yo ' make a ring all de way round dere an ' have it half 
fulla s alt - dat ' s  tub keep dawn enemies , anyone dat ' s  tryin ' tuh do yo '  harm . 
Yo '  throw some to de eas t ,  wes t ,  north , south , s t andin ' in dat ring . When yo ' 
throw de las t ,  why den yo ' brush yore hand an '  brush it off  - de b alance of  dat 
s alt - right in dat ring an ' yo ' walk in de house . 

Den yo ' git - yo ' git  s ix brand-new nails , any kind , have nevah been used , 
s ix brand-new nails . An '  yo ' git  nine pins , b rand-new pins have nevah been 
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used . An '  yo ' take ' em to a pine tree an '  yo ' turn three o f  dose nai ls head 
down an ' th ree of ' em de he ads up . An '  yo ' turn dem six o f  dose pins down an ' 
s ix o f  dose pins up - dat rep resents de nine . An ' yo ' go into de house an ' t urn 
yore face right in de eas t , git chew a looking g las s , call a person name dat chew 
wanta come back home , an '  yo ' turn da t glass down right on a shelf . An '  in three 
days ' time dey ' ll be dere . 

(How do you put these pins and things in the pine tree ? ) 
Down to de root o f  de pine t ree - down in de dirt at de root o f  de pine tree , 

close to de root . 
An '  den yo ' git chew - yo ' pick yo ' up fo ' pig tracks . Let ' em  be one year 

old . Yo ' pick yo ' up fo ' p ig tracks , every o thah t rack , an '  yo ' take dat fo ' pig 
tracks an ' yo ' put hit in whi te silk ,  git  yo ' a white s ilk cloth dat have nevah 
been used , an ' yo ' sew it up wit white silk thread an ' yo ' wear i t  in yore shoe 
fo ' th ree days . An ' den yo ' take it den an ' wear it in yore po cket three days , 
an ' de fo ' th day yo ' t ake it  den an ' yo ' throw it right towards de sundown . 
Dat ' s  for anybody ' s  mind to b e  down offa dem , dat ' s  intendin ' to do yo ' any harm . 

(What do you mean by those tracks being one year old? ) 
De pig - de pig one year old - one year old pig track . Yo ' see yo ' g i t  every 

othah one of dem [ skipp ing or alternating magi c ] . An ' yo ' put it in white silk .  
Den yo ' git chew den a j ug ,  brand-new j ug ,  a glass j ug an ' yo ' git chew a 

hal fa pint o f  wine , pure wine , an ' yo ' po ' it in dat j ug an ' den yo ' git  chew 
a halfa box o f  mus t ard - dat ' s  if  anyone is dev ' lin ' round so it seem like yo ' 
can ' t  git rid o f  ' em no way . Yo ' t ake an ' yo ' shake i t  togethah an ' yo ' read de 
16th chapter o f  P salms thre e  days ovah dat j ug .  D e  next day read it an ' d e  next 
d ay read it an '  den dat third night , den yo ' take i t  an ' shake it together , an ' 
b e  shore don ' t  git  a drop on yo ' . Jes ' throw i t  right around in front o f  whe re 
dey gotta go ovah it , anywhere in de path or ei thah cross  de gateway . Dat ' ll 
tear ' em up from dere , makes ' em s top worryin '  yo ' .  

Den yo ' g i t  chew s ome blacksnake roo t .  Yo ' g it chew some blacksnake roo t an ' 
yo ' b oil  it in a pint of  watah . Yo ' git chew as much as yo ' kin grasp around wit 
yore two fingahs , an ' yo ' boil hit down until yo ' gits  a hal fa pint . Yo ' boil it 
from a pint to a halfa pint .  [Magic o f  diminishing amount . ]  An '  a person t ake 
hit three times a day - a tab lespoonful - dat ' ll ki ll any rheumatism regardless 
tub whut kind i t  is . 

Den yo ' git chew - tell yo ' some mo ' ' bout some diseases . Yo ' git chew some 
Ramsey graybeard , an ' yo ' g it  yo ' agin some prickly ash b ark an ' red oak bark 
dose three [magic three ] - Ramsey grayb eard , prickly ash b ark an ' red oak bark .  

(Ramsey graybeard. What is that ? )  
I t  g rows a big long vine , grows j es t  about dat big around , an ' it ' s  got 

s ti ckers - lit tle fine s tickers all ovah it . 
(It ' s  called Ramsey? Gramsey?  What does Gramsey mean? ) 
Well , ah-huh DAT GRAMSEY MEANS DAT IT ' S  GREAT FO ' WHUT AILS YO ' - whut i t  is 

because it ' s  a Gramsey graybeard. I t ' s  fo ' several dif f ' rent things . I t ' s  
' eluded [ included ] in fo ' d if f ' rent things , ' s cus in ' [ excusing = except ing ] de 

medicine . Well , now yo ' take dat an ' yo ' b oil dat down from a quart to a pint , 
an ' when yo ' git dat boiled from a quart to a pint , why den take a smal l tea
spoonful o f  it in wine or whiskey three times a day . Well , now dat cures 
infiamatatin ,. [ inflarmnatory ] rheumatism - yo ' feel in misery in one place an ' 
den in ano thah . 

Take a lightnin ' -s truck tree . Yo ' g it a splinter offa dat j es t  about as long 
as yore han ' an1 b e  sure it ' s  kinda b ro ad - j es '  prob ' bly about a inch bro ad . 
Yo '  write on it - yo ' take yo ' an ink penoi Z us in ' b lack ink an '  yo ' ins crib e  on 
dat j es ' de kinda luck dat yo ' want t o  be in yore home . Yo ' want peace - seems 
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like yo ' always g it tin ' tough , yo ' want pea ce . Yo ' wants tuh g ain mo ' money or 
yo ' wants to b e lucky in all yo re undertakings . An ' den when yo '  git dat wrote 
down wit dat b lack ink - be sure it ' s  b lack ink - yo ' conceal dat ab ove yore do ' 
where no one won ' t interfere wit it at all . Dat brings good luck . 

Well , now when a man an ' his wife is havin ' a great difficulty an ' he wants 
peace in his home . Well , now he j es '  git him one p inch o f  sulphur , one pinch of  
de  lady ' s  t rack , an ' one pinch of  his track . 

(Either track? ) 
Yes s ir .  An '  den now he ' d  b reak an egg , a fresh hen egg , an '  he ' d  open dat 

egg in a pos ition where dere ' d  be j es ' only two parts ; but he ' ll place ' em [ foot 
tracks and sulphur ] ins ide o f  dat egg an '  den he ' ll make a tie . He ' ll t ie i t  den 
wit dis wrappin ' thread dat ' s  b een dipped in sp irit s o f  turpentine . We ll , when 
he tie it , every time he make a tie why he calls her name . An '  den when he git 
it t ied , why he ' d  b ury hit . But be shore hit ' s  in de middle part of his house , 
underneath on de ground right in de middle o f  his room [making a quincunx - see 
p . 7 10 ] . In three days '  time he ' ll see de results of  dat .  

Well , now he kin t ake a penny an ' he kin j e s '  s crape some little shavin ' s offa 
dat penny . When he got de little shavin ' s  s craped o f f  why den he g i t  five of  his 
le ft fingernails . He g i t  dose five an ' he git  dat all pounded up together , b eat 
up together , an ' be sure he kinda parches dose nails . Well den , now he ' ll take 
dat an ' he ' ll put in his saltpeter - take saltpe ter an ' he ' ll mix dat up in it . 
Well den , now he ' s  goin ' b e fo ' a man tuh ask fo ' a favor - dis [ rite ] is a favo r 
one . Well , when he gits dat pounded up , why den he ' ll wrap dat up in newspapah 
a lit tle small p iece o f  newspap ah , an ' de outerskirt [ =  outer  wrapper or  cover
ing ] he must have dat fine papah somethin ' like ins ide of a shoe b ox [ tissue 
paper ] .  Put dat in his right-hand pocket an ' when he go b e fo ' his boss or who
somevah he ' s  goin ' tuh ask dat favor tuh do , why he keep his hand on it all de 
t ime - his right hand , keep it in his right hand all de time . 

An '  den yo ' kin git  chew a brass spoon , one of  dese b ig large-size b rass 
spoons ,  an ' drive hi t - de spoon part down an' de handle part up . An' every 
mornin ' yo ' go dere fo ' foah mornin ' s ,  dat repre sentin ' de foah corners of de 
world - eas t , wes t , north an ' south . Well yo '  go dere fo ' fo ah mo rnin ' s  an ' yo ' 
sorta t ap it a lit tle further an ' fur ther in de ground an ' call somebody ' s  name -
de one dat chew want luck wit . An '  j es ' tap it  de foah mornin ' s  an ' de fo ' th 
mornin ' why yo ' drive i t  down in de g round - in de front o f  yo ' g ateway - j es ' 
as hard as yo ' kin drive i t  an ' call dere name . In 24 hours dey ' ll be de re . 

An '  i f  anything is s tolen from anyone , why de ve ry place - i f  i t ' s  out to de 
barn or anywhere , yo ' j es ' git chew a wagon whee l dat ' s b een runned . Git chew a 
wagon wheel an ' yo ' ins cribe two small chip s dat ' s  about a hal fa inch high , an ' 
dose small chips yo ' insert ' em inside of  dat axle . 

(Where do you get these chip s ? ) 
Yo ' g i t  dat from righ t ovah de do ' .  We ll , yo ' insert ' em right in dat axle 

an ' den yo ' have dat wheel taken o f f , an ' yo ' j es ' have a ho ld of dat wheel or 
hang [ it ]  on somepin an ' j es '  turn i t  ovah an ' ovah , an ' den yo ' turn i t  back
wards dat many . But [ i f ] it  s tops , j es ' let it  turn den itself . When it stops , 
den yo '  make yo ' a wish how many days or how many minutes or hour dat sech-an ' 
sech a thing wus s tolen from me , an ' how many minutes o r  hour ah want it turned 
b ack - want it returned b ack an '  placed in de s ame place . Jes ' enough - which 
an ' evah days dat yo ' ve made de wish , how many days , why hit ' ll b e  dere . De 
person will bring it dere deys elves . 

Den yo ' take a dog den an ' yo ' pull three hairs out o f  dat dog ' s  tail . After 
yo ' g i t  dem three hairs out of dat dog ' s  tai l , yo ' ho l '  ' em up to de sunrise an ' 
when yo ' hold ' em up to de sunrise , why yo ' call de pers on name fo ' peace , "He ' s  
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comin ' tuh hann me , ah wants peace . "  See , a dog wagg in ' his tail yo ' know fo ' 
peace . "Ah wants p eace . "  Yo ' kin take dat an '  yo '  kin t ake dose three den an ' 
have ' em l ong enough - yo ' make a lit t le small tie in dere , an '  when yo ' tie ' em 
an '  yo ' go tuh pull i t , pull ' em  to yo ' .  Den yo ' make anothah one . Dat ' s  two . 
Yo '  t ake dat an ' wear i t  r ight around in de - undah de b and o f  y ore hat - de b and 
part o f  yore hat . He couldn ' t  sho o t  yo ' i f  he wanted to . 

(Why did you make th is two t imes ? )  
Two times in dat dog hair - de three hairs dat chew pull out o f  his tai l ,  yo '  

make one t ie . 
(What do th ose two rep res ent ? )  
Dat represents peace an ' myself - in mysel f . Dat ' s  ri gh t . 
We ll , s eemly like dat dey are s t ronger den yo ' - want a fight one an ' s eem like 

dey be s t ronger den yo ' . Wel l ,  de firs t thing yo '  do i s  go out in a open field , 
turn yore face towards de sunris e an '  make a wish dat my s trike wil l  ovahpower 
his . An '  after s e ch a leng th of time , yo ' go an ' turn up a o le piece of ro tten 
wood or some thin ' ,  dat ' s  been layin ' way ovah in de woods a good while . Yo ' mo ' 
den apt tuh find a king snake .  Yo ' have yo ' a b rand-new need le , a long brand-new 
needle . Have yo ' a forked s tick an ' j ab it ' cros s  his haid - don ' t hurt ' im .  
Have yo ' a needle wit a b lack s ilk thread in it an ' yo ' insert dat needle - j es '  
hold him down an ' insert dat needle from one eye to de o ther point out wit dat 
b lood on i t . Den yo ' tie it round yore wais t goo d  an ' t ight an '  yo ' wear dat 
den unt il hit we ars o f f . No one kin ovahpower yo ' den in fightin ' . Yo ' g o t  ' im  
den . 

Git a snake- shed - a rattle snake-shed - e r  ah mean a coachwhip [ snake ] shed . 
Yo ' take dat shed an ' yo ' b rown hit till hit dries till i t  wi ll shed up like 
powder . T ake hit an ' to te hit in a b ox - put it in a snuffbox or anything dat 
chew kin carry it in , an '  any time dat chew want a conq uer anyone , why yo '  j es '  
t ake out dat coachwhip- shed . Yo ' know dey kin whup yo ' to dea th anyway . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Dey wrap round yo ' ,  yo ' know , an ' whup yo ' wit dat tail . An '  yo ' j es '  rub 

it [ coachwhip-shed hand] in yore han ' like dat unt i l  it g i ts hot [ charged and 
ready to work ] an ' g o  on ab out chure b us ines s .  Yo ' got everything conquered an ' 
bes ted wit dat coachwhip shed , an '  yo ' go tuh work den . Here ' s  another plan . 

Yo ' g i t  chew a looking g lass an ' yo ' lay dat looking g l ass downward s lowly 
wit chure lef t hand right in de cro s s roads . Wel l , yo ' wanta dis cern now an '  see 
whut yo ' enemies doin ' , whut dey goin ' try tuh do tuh yo ' .  Well , den , y o '  l ay it 
down in de cross roads an ' yo ' turn y ore b ack on i t  an ' don ' t  look b ack , an ' dat 
mornin ' b e fo ' day yo ' come an ' git dat looking g las s up out o f  dat pathway an ' -
at de cro s s road , an ' don ' t  let nuthin - don ' t  chew look in it yoreself . Always 
carry it tuh a dog or cat or s ometh in like dat , ' caus e de firs t thing dat look 
in it dat ' s  g oin ' d ie immediately . Den yo ' take de glass den an '  yo ' look at i t  
an ' yo ' kin draw de image of eve rything in dere dat chew wanta know , an ' every
thing concernin ' ab out chure enemies . Yo ' ll see exactly whut dey doin ' an '  all 
d at in da t g las s . 

Well , yo ' dig yo ' a ho le den j es '  a halfa foot - dese is diff ' rent things ah ' m 
tellin ' yo ' whut dey good fo ' - yo '  dig yo ' a hole j es 1 ab out a halfa foo t  an ' 
yo ' fill dat hole j es ' a leetle b i t  like ab out two inches all t o  de top o f  [ wi th] 
lime - pure lime , white lime . Den when yo ' git dat lime in dere , den yo ' throw 
yo ' in a handtul o f  s alt in on dat lime . Den yo ' g o in '  b low s omebody ' way now ,  
yo ' goin ' put ' em  t o�velin ' where dey nevah wil l  s top , all through de woods 
an '  ever 'where els e .  Yo ' git dat lime an ' yo ' fill dat hole j es '  ab out two 
inches an ' den when yo ' g i t  dat othah mixtry in dere , den yo ' p res s yo '  in nine 
pods of red pepPah an '  halfa te aspoonful o f  gunpowder - yo 1 know l ime burns it-
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self . Yo ' s trike yo ' a match an ' yo ' set dat afire . Yo '  ain ' t  gotta git  his 
track or nuthin wit dis . Jes ' strike yo ' a match an ' set dat afire an ' tell 
' em - call his name three times - tell ' im ,  "Go , devil , an ' don ' t chew nevah 
return . "  An '  yo ' ll see all dat shoot up in blue-lookin ' smoke . 

(That will set him going ? )  
Yes sir , he ' ll have tub b e  ' b liged tub g o  an ' j es ' keep goin ' - too , dat ' s  

whut chew call a wondering [wandering ] mind. He ' s  all through de woods an '  ever ' 
which way - j es '  travelin ' ,  don ' t  know where he ' s  goin ' . 

An '  yo ' go tub de railroad track - right where de train runs cross dose  
tracks - j es ' reach right undah dere an ' git dese two fingers fulla dirt out 
from under de railroad iron . An '  when yo ' git  dat fulla dirt den yo ' git chew 
a pinch of b lack peppah an ' a pinch of  starch - called needle s tarch . Git chew 
a pinch of  dat an '  a pinch of de black pepp ah an '  a pinch of s alt [magic three ] -
j es '  little pinches - an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' rub it  right good in yore hand 
j es ' which an ' ever ' way dat chure enemies is . Jes ' call his name three times , 
say , "Now ah want dis tub work ,  In de Name of de Lord , Father , Son an '  de Holy 
Ghos t . " Say ,  "An ' we goin ' tuh blow yo ' away . Yo ' be  ' b liged tub go way from 
heah . Don ' t  chew come b ack . " Blow it  right hard an ' when yo '  blow it , [blow 
it ] towards his place of  business right where he is . [This is one of many 
b ZOUJing rites . ] 

Now , tuh b ring ' em back - yo '  want ' em  b rough t back - yo ' take yo ' two ten
penny nails an '  nail one wit de head down an '  one wit de point up an ' call dere 
names , s ay ,  "Ah ' m  goin ' ax>oss yo ' all now fo ' peace , "  say ,  "an ' ah want chew to 
come back inside o f nine days . Be sure tub move back in de Three Highes t Names , 
R-a- c-o . "  De nails must be j es ' drived in de ground . 

(And you drive these nails into the ground? )  
Yes s ir ,  crossed . 
(Crossed - one point up and one point down? ) 
Dat ' s right . 
Now yo ' go to a �  an ' a horse . Now , dis heah now is fo ' trouble - deep 

trouble - keep a person in trouble all de time - always on a loser - no money -
can ' t  hardly ' ford somethin '  tub eat . Yo ' go tub a cow an ' a horse . Yo ' git a 
portion of  dere hair - take a scissors an '  cut it  out right under de cow ' s  neck 
j es ' a lit tle small po ' tion an ' go tub de horse  an '  yo ' git two hairs out of  his 
mane an '  one out of  his tail . Take dat horse mane an ' tail hair an '  yo ' tie dat 
cow hair .  Den when yo ' tie dat cow hair , den yo ' let ' em  soak in vinegah two 
days . After de two days out , den yo ' take it out of  dat vinegah . When yo ' take 
it out of dat vinegah den roll it in chimley smut . When yo '  roll it in chimley 
smut , why den yo '  j es '  go by yo ' enemy ' s  place or anything like dat - night or 
day - an ' j es ' chunk it ovah in de yard . Well , now yo ' know dat horse mane flies 
all de time when he ' s  runnin ' - flies up an ' down ovah it  all de time . Well , all 
right  now , heah yo ' come now wit de horse ' s  tail . Well , hit swit ches mos t all de 
time - ah ' m showin ' yo ' de de[ination of dat . Dis cow heah - right undah heah , 
her heart beats an '  dat makes dat move all de time an ' specially hard when she ' s  
drinkin ' water . Well , now , dey j es '  git tin ' all f2us tx>ated - ha-ha .  

Yo 1 ketch yo ' a rabbit an ' don ' t  kill ' im .  Don ' t  kill dat rabbit , j es ' cut 
a ltttle place right back of his haid - right where yo '  kin push j es ' a little 
somethin ' in dere . An' yo ' take den j es '  a small lit tle pinch , not much , j es '  
whut chew kin pinch up - j es ' don ' t  grab it up like dis - out de hollow of dey 
left track .  An ' yo ' j es '  pack it so  dat rabb it - so dat cut place - insert it 
right up in dere wit any kind of thing or instrument . An '  den yo ' gotta go  sew 
dat  down - j es ' take a lit tle silk thread an '  sew it down . Turn de rabbit loose . 
It ' ll run ' em j es '  as crazy as a [something ] - run ' em s tone crazy . 
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(You pi ck up a piece of  a fellow ' s  track and put in there ? ) 
Yes sir - j est  a little pinch , j es '  a pinch . Yo ' j es ' cram it right in dere 

in da t wounded p lace whut yo ' done cut . Jes ' take de hide an ' j es '  cut a lit tle 
s trip , lit t le place , an ' yo ' j es '  insert it right in dere an ' den sew it up an ' 
turn de rabb it  aloose . 

An ' yo ' take a t errapin - now , dat ' s  tuh run ' em crazy . Yo ' take a terrap in ,  
dese ole box terrapins - dere ' s  dif f ' rent kinds , some call ' em de highland 
terrapin - soon as yo ' touch ' em why he j es '  boxes right in [pulls in head and 
feet , thus resemb ling a box ] . Well , now yo ' take him an '  j es '  turn him right 
ovah , an '  j es '  take yore pocketknife an ' ins cribe some man ' s  name , dat is givin ' 
yo ' trouble ' b out chure girl fren ' or either yore wife ; an '  j e s ' ins crib e hi s 
name on dere an ' put de terrapin down an ' walk on off  from him . An '  j es '  as dat 
terrapin crawl about why his mind is wonderin ' [wandering ] ,  j es '  keep on a wonder 
[wander ] all de time , but he ' l l nevah foo t  yore place no mo ' .  Why? Because dat 
terrapin is got his name an ' carry it yo ' see . Dat terrapin goin ' all ovah -
see , it ' s carryin ' his name righ t on . Well , he won ' t  nevah undert ake tuh g ive 
yo ' any mo ' troub le . 

I f  yo ' want a man or a woman tuh s tay wit yo '  an ' nev-a- ah leave yo ' - nevah 
will leave yo ' - j es '  as long as yo ' tote dat why dey nevah will leave yo ' .  Jes ' 
keep foo lin ' round till yo '  git ab out one s trand o f  hair outa de temple , an ' yo ' 
take dat s trand o f  hair an '  yo ' put hit ovah into a litt le box or ei ther a little 
bottle . Dis hair ovah de temple an ' yo ' put on hit some of  dis rose cologne -
j es '  go to de drug s to ' an '  call fo ' dis rose-smellin ' cologne , an ' yo ' put dat 
on dere an ' yo ' let dat s tay on dere fo ' nine days . Yo ' po ' dat cologne out an '  
git dat hair out an ' wrap it up in a new lit tle piece of  paper or somethin ' like 
dat , an ' spit on it an ' b low yore b reath on it  three time , an ' to te it  in yore 
pocketbook - tote i t  righ t wit yo ' .  Dey nevah will leave yo ' . 

An ' den heah ' s  anothah one about dey followin ' yuh . Yo ' kin make one follow 
yuh in less t ime den fifteen or twenty minutes . Jes ' wat ch whe re she go makin ' 
her ·track . She kin s tand an ' talk wit ' im ,  laugh an ' talk , an ' den when she 
walks o f f ,  yo ' must look in dat firs t  track - de fus t  s t ride dat she made . Jes ' 
have yo ' a penny in yore han ' an ' yo '  j es '  throw it right down in dat track , an ' 
when yo ' go tuh pick up dat penny , why yo ' j es '  pick up a pinch of  dat track an '  
all right in de middle - right in dere . All right , take dat penny den an ' wrap 
i t  up in yore hans ' cuf f or a little small somethin ' , an ' put i t  righ t in yore 
left shoe an ' walk right on off . Den when yo ' take it out ,  take dat penny out , 
j es '  as soon as yo ' git a chance , leave de dirt  in de re , in yore shoe , j es ' git 
dat penny out an '  j es '  put i t  right down in yore fob pocke t . · Well , now dere ' s 
her track - dat lit tle po ' tion of  t�ack is in de shoe . Wel l ,  yo ' done put hi t 
in de shoe - de whole bus iness , penny an ' all . Yo ' done took de penny out an '  
put i t chere in yore fob po cket an ' ah don ' t  care if she ' s  goin ' in a big hurry 
goin ' tuh town - she ' s  goin ' s top , "Well , ah wus talkin ' wit Mr . So-an ' -So while 
ago .  Ah believe ah ' 1 1  go back an '  hunt ' im . " She ' 11 keep time wit chew . Oh , 
yes sir , she ' ll leave town wit yo ' . 

Take a b at - i f  yo ' wanta sight bet tah in de night den yo ' kin in de day , yo ' 
take a b at an '  git de b lood of a b at an ' ' noint yo ' eyeb rows up heah - not chure 
eyelids , yo re eyeb rows - wit his b lood , an ' yo ' kin see de darkest night it is -
j e s ' as good- an '  clear as yo ' kin in de day . 

Now , dere ' s  a s tone dat b e ' s  in a mullet fish ' s  he ad . Ah guess yo ' ve seen 
dem . De mullet .  [See FISHHEAD ROCK, p . S 5 2£ . ]  Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put hit in 
brims tone - dat ' s  a litt le clear white s tone , yo ' put hit in brims tone an ' yo ' 
let i t  stay in brims tone 24  hours . Yo ' take dat lit tle s tone out a de brims tone 
an ' yo ' put it in lodes tone . Oat ' s  two - three s tones together . We ll , now dat 
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firs t  s tone , de s tone in de fish ' s head - da t ' s  Fai th , faith dat yo 1 11 do any
th ing ah want chew tuh do . An '  dis [ se cond s tone ] b rims tone , dat ' s  Hope - yo '  
done named dose . An ' de next [ third ]  s tone , lodes tone - dat ' s  Chari ty . Da t ' s 
Fai th , Hope an '  Charity . Now ah ' m got fai th now dat dis s tone dat come outa dat 
mulle t ' s head am goin ' ob ey mah wishes . Ah ' ve got hope in dis b rims tone it will 
he ' p  muUet stone ob ey mah wishes . So on an '  so for th [ for ahazti ty ] . But anyway 
dose three s tone s . Yo ' t ake dese three s tones an '  yo '  tie dat up den together 
right good . After yo ' make yo re wishes on dere , yo ' t ie it up toge ther right 
g ood an ' yo ' salt i t  every mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - j es '  sp rinkle a lit tle 
s alt on it . Yo ' got it t ied up into a lit t le s omepin . Yo ' b low yore b re ath on 
it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  ''Make mah wish dat sech-an 1 - sech a thing . 1 1 Yo ' know ah 
makes a wish , 1 1Dat ah wants tub buy me another new car . " ' Fore yo ' walk long 
yo ' ll pick up enough money fo ' dat . Ah make a wish dat sech-an ' -s e ch a thing , 
"Mah luck shall b e  bet ter , changed" [ she puffs ] - ever mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 
An ' yo ' take dat den an ' yo ' t o te hit wit chew right away . For 24 hours den yo ' 
lay dem in yore , room mos t  anywhere where de s un  won ' t  shine on it . An '  yo ' t ake 
it den an ' we ar it three days in yore left shoe an ' three in yore righ t - dat ' s  
s ix days . Den yo ' t ake hi t den , an ' den yo ' wear it den somewhere near ab out 
chew heart . When yore heart palp it ates it more den ap t  tuh hit i t . An '  every 
time dat chew sit down , wants anything done an ' all like dat , "Ah ' m  goin ' wit 
so- an ' -so - ah want a git about three or foah thous and dollahs . "  Ah don ' t  c are 
how hard a man is [ he ' l l answer ] ,  "Yes , all right " - he ' ll git right in a hurry , 
busy ,  let chew have anything yo ' want . Yo ' t ry  dat - ah g uarantee yo '  dat i t ' ll 
work . 

Now dere ' s  rat tlesnake mas t er . Yo ' t ake hit an ' yo ' cut hit up right fine an ' 
at night when yo ' go in , yo ' dust yore shoe ; j es '  knock yore shoe like dis way , 
when yo ' take dem o f f  - yo '  know , de shoes . When yo ' do dat den yo ' g it chew a 
kinda little sharpish knife . Don ' t  cut chure shoe , j es '  run i t  s ort way round 
by de l ining , j es '  a little . Have a white p ie ce of paper an '  den yo ' knock it on 
dat white p iece o f  papah . An ' yo ' t ake dat rattlesnake mas ter , an '  den yo ' s ee 
a lit tle fine dus t come outa yore shoe , yore own shoe . An ' yo ' t ake dat rat tle
snake [mas ter]  den an' yo ' ch ip i t  up kinda fine an ' yo ' c arTyin ' it - mix it 
into dat dir t .  When yo ' mix i t  into dat dirt , why den yo ' fold i t  up good an ' 
tight an '  sew it in any kinda clo th - don ' t  makes any dif f ' rence . Yo ' s ew  i t  in 
mo s t  any kinda cloth an ' den yo ' git yo ' s ome cologne an ' pure gin-whiskey an '  
yo ' mix dose two toge ther - a teaspoon ful o f  each , sort o f  shake i t  up , yo ' 
know , an '  feed ' im  dis wit i t . Dat ' s  de only kinda food dat i t ' ll take . [ You 
feed the package ,  a hand , wi th mixed co logne and gin-whiskey . ]  An' when yo ' git 
it fed up on dat , why den yo ' tote i t  den wit yo ' , an ' every nine days yo ' put 
two drops o f  dis mixed cologne [ and gin whiskey ] on it - two drop s , keep it fed 
wit dat . 

(What do you mean by gin-whiskey ? )  
Gin-whiskey ? Dat ' s  whiskey wh ut dey buy outa des e - yo ' know , beer p laces . 

Yo ' kin go right down dere an '  j es '  g i t  chew a bot tle of gin - a j ug o f  gin . 
( That ' s  the name o f  the whiskey? ) 
Yes s i r , de name . Dat ' s  right - it ' s r igh t cle ar , clear like oil . 

•(Gin-whiskey - like water , i t  isn ' t  colored? )  
Pure wh ite . Dat ' s  [ the hand ] fo ' yo re luck . Dat ' s  fo ' yo ' tub s i t  p ret ty -

no accidents in yore t ravels or nuthin like dat . 
An '  den yo ' git chew a nail f rom a co f fin - git a nail f rom a coffin an ' lay 

it up in de s un , where de stm will even rise on d at nai l  - one nail . Den yo ' 
take dat nail an ' yo ' s i t  down wit dat nail an '  yo ' j es ' s crape it until it gits 
kinda b right - s c rape dat rus t off an '  gits kinda b right . An '  yo ' t ake dat nai l 
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den an '  yo ' tote dat nail - dat ' s  a co ffin nail - an ' yo ' tote hit wit yo ' ,  an '  
no accident s - nobody no shootin ' , nobody can ' t  shoot yo ' . Dey kin hold a pistol 
right heah on yo ' an ' can ' t  pull de trigger . Dey kin raise dere han ' tuh cut at 
chew wi t a knife but dey can ' t b ring de knife down . Dey 1 11 j es ' calm down an ' 
b ack off . Dey can ' t even hit chew wit a stick .  Yes sir - ah ' ve tried dat 
mahsel f .  

An '  den yo ' git  a frog - one des e  ole green frogs .  Call him a bullfrog . Some 
call him a spring f�g .  Well , yo ' git him an ' yo ' cut him righ t around de mouth 
an '  peel dat b ack j es '  a little . When yo ' git h im cut round de mouth yo ' go ovah 
an '  have yo ' some ligh tnin ' -s truck wood j es ' ' bout a inch an ' a half , an ' yo ' let 
dat lightnin ' -s truck wood s tay in spit twenty- four hours , an '  de next mawnin ' 
when yo ' g it up why yo ' rinse dat lightnin ' -s truck wood o ff in clear watah . Yo ' 
take two p ieces o f  it  an '  ke tch dat frog - git someone tuh ketch yo ' a frog an ' 
yo '  j es ' insert i t  right up in dat s li t  place right by de mouth an ' yo ' sorta 
turn dat back .  Have dose little small splinters an ' yo ' j es ' insert it  right 
up - j es ' curve it ovah dere an' j es '  s ew  hit down . Chunk him b ack in de watah . 
He ' ll live right on - he ' ll live . Well , dat ' s  ano thah good remedy . Now , dat ' s  
a remedy now tuh calmin ' down everybody - nobody can ' t  do yo ' no kinda harm , no 
kinda way at all . 

Git chew nine small can o f  potash . 
a can o f  Red Devil Lye . ] Set  ' em eas t 
tub yore gate an ' one tuh yore s teps -
hous e - three , four , five , s ix ,  an '  de 
of yore hous e  - one he ah , one dere an '  

(Three in a line - in a row . ) 

[ In the Southern S tates po tash is usually 
an ' wes t - eve ry one dose  nine . Set one 
dat ' s  two an ' one to dis corner o f  yore 
o thah three , set  ' em right under de middle 
one dere . 

Da t ' s  right . An '  every three or foah hunderd yards around yore hous e - ah 
don ' t care whut ' s bein ' put down er [ = or] nuthin , dere ' s  nobody kin go ovah dat . 
Ah don ' t care how sharp dey are . 

(How do you mean you set those cans eas t and wes t ? ) 
Dat ' s  right , j es ' cut de tops - yo ' know , cut de tops open but when yo ' cut it  

open , make a cro s s . 
(Like making a cross . )  
Dat ' s  whut ' s  calle d  de eas t-an '-west maPks . Well , now , j es '  don ' t  even turn 

' em [ the 4 triangular pieces cut at right angles in each can top ]  b ack - � 
split it [ po t ash can tops ] . Set ' em  to dere place an ' see kin anyone huPt chew 
no way - can ' t pass . Yo ' know , people used tuh have a knack of slipp in ' up an ' 
puttin '  dynamit es under folkses ' house an ' all like dat . 

(Dynamite? ) 
Yes , sir . Dey can ' t  do dat . In no way , shap e  or form dat dey kin harm yo ' .  

No way , ' cause dat potash ,  yo ' know , it keel [ turn over in ] to de ground , yo ' 
know , all de way around . Nuthin doin ' . Don ' t  care how sh arp dey call deyself 
dey ain ' t nuthin doin ' . 

Now we goin ' right on wit de sparrow now . I t ' s a lit tle bird wit a g reen
lookin ' b reas t whut dey call de sparPah-gPass spaPPOW . Yes . Well , in walkin ' 
' long right whe resomevah yo ' kin f ind right where dat sparrow flew up at in de 
gras s . Yo ' go right dere in a b ig hurry an ' yo ' more den ap t tub see his lit tle 
track where he made his squat tuh j ump ,  [ i f ]  it ' s  in soft enough earth . Well , 
yo ' git dat l�ttle track .  Yo ' have to git chew a little something an ' shove l up 
dat lit tle track j es ' like it is . Turn it right quick - j es '  call someone ' s  name 
dat chew want tub love yo ' .  Yo ' j es ' turn it right quick ovah right on de s ame 
part of de land - on de same ground where he flew up at . Jes ' turn it ovah right 
quick ,  call dere name an '  walk off  from it , three steps farward an '  den three 
steps backwards . Call dere name again when yo ' git b ack to dis track an ' walk on 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chcraft - Roo twork - 1497 

off , an ' yo ' ll s ee ' em  b efo ' de sun go down . I f  it ' s  de middle of de day , yo ' ll 
see ' em ' fore de sun go down . Dey ' ll find yo ' . 

Cheese , flour , salt - mix it togethah . Prob 'bly dere ' s  someone has been 
worry in ' me dat ah don ' t  want a nevah see any mo ' • Ah wanta fi3: ' em in a way now 
where dey won ' t  bothah wit me no mo ' .  Git some cheese , flour an ' salt - a tea
spoonful of each an '  mix it up until dat cheese gits mixed right s ti f f  j es '  like 
a salve . Well , den yo ' t ake dat den an ' yo ' don ' t  even wrap it up . Jes ' have a 
lit tle b all an '  call dat person name dat - fix yo ' a place right behin ' yore do ' ,  
front do ' as yo ' go in . Fix yo ' a little small place an ' yo ' j es '  pack dat right 
in dat place where yo ' want it fixed . Jes ' stand dere an ' take yore time at it . 
Den pack it in an ' j es ' call dere name an '  tell ' em ,  "Ah don ' t  wanna nevah see 
yo '  any mo ' .  Don ' t yo '  nevah foot mah place no mo ' ,  ah 'm through wit yo ' . " Jes ' 
like two peop le talkin ' togethah . Yo '  git dat behin ' dat do ' .  He won ' t  nevah 
come b ack dere no mo ' . Dat s ettles it wit him .  

(Did you ever hear o f  them using keys for anything ? )  
Yes sir . 
(You never told me about keys the other day . )  
Shore didn ' t .  Ah didn ' t  tell yo ' anything about keys . Well , all right den , 

yo '  take a key . Yo ' kin take a flat key - ah ' ll start on de flat keys firs t . 
Take a flat key an ' yo '  insert yore name wit a p in - a brass pin dat ain ' t  nevah 
been used . Yo ' insert yore name , say ,  "An ' ah wants tuh be wealthy . Ah wants to 
be rich - tired of  so much hard work . Ah wanta be rich . "  Yo ' j es ' inscribe yore 
name on dere an ' den place down under dat - j es '  little bit o f  fine writin ' wit 
dat brass p in ,  "Rich" or  either ' 'Wealthy , "  or  j es ' whatsomevah yo ' want it to 
read . Say , now , ah ' m  goin ' tuh make arrangements fo ' yo ' an ' yo ' take dat key 
an ' yo ' tote dat key wit yo '  - prob ' bly two weeks . Den yo ' t ake dat key out , 
den an ' yo ' bury dat key so yo ' ll s tep ovah it right undah de threshold o f  yore 
house every time yo ' walk in an ' out . Dat put all de good luck wit a key dat yo ' 
want . 

Well , now ah don ' t want nobody tuh nevah b reak into mah house . Ah don ' t  want 
no robbers tuh come in dere at all an '  ah 'm goin '  fix dis key . Ah 'm goin'  fix a 
round key - de world is round an '  ah 'm goin ' fix me a round key . Well , de firs t 
thing ah 'm goin ' do ah ' m  goin ' tie a red silk thread on it  - on de key . "Now , 
key , ah want chew tuh keep all dese thieves an '  robbers an ' murderers an '  all -
ah want chew tuh keep dem out , keep ' em locked out because yo ' are round . "  All 
right , now , ah ' m goin ' insert on heah "F" fo ' Faith , "H" fo ' Hope , "C" fo ' Char
�· Ah 'm goin ' insert right up heah , right where yo ' lock yore do ' at ,  ah 'm 
goin ' insert right heah ' 'K" fo ' - dat ' s  "Keep . " Down heah below dat [ insert ] 
"O"  - "Keep Out . " Comin ' right b ack up heah to dis handle where dat hole is at 
ah ' ll write a ' 'H" up heah an ' "F" down heah . Dat means tuh "Hold Fas t . "  Take 
dat den an ' yo ' throw hit j es '  as fur as yo ' kin st andin ' in yore front do ' ovah 
yore left shoulder - as fur as yo ' kin an ' don ' t  look tuh see where it fall . Dat 
key ' ll hold out every murderer , eve ry robber , hold o ff everything . Hold o f f  dis
aster - dose accidents dat would happen tuh yo ' in yore ridin ' an ' in yore trav
els . Yo ' go out dat place - nuthin like dat happens . No one even come up de re 
tub set it afire - anything . Yo ' ve got dat . 

�ow right heah in de window of  dis clock - ah ' m  goin ' tub drive out wit chcraft 
wit  dat clock .  Someone ' s  done wi tchcPa[t wit me an ' ah 'm goin ' drive dat out of 
[by means of]  dat clock . Now ah 'm goin ' git  me a penny , an old Indian-head pen

�' an ' ah 'm goin 1 git me a silver dime . Ah want dose two boys tuh run together . 
An '  ah ' m goin ' tuh nail dat penny right down on de bottom where dat pendulum will 
swing ovah it - an ' don ' t  ' low [ allow] nobody tuh b other i t . An '  den dat dime , 
dat s ilver dime , ah ' m goin ' place it up right near where s ome o f  dose little 
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wheels will sort o f  pass by it - round about i t  s ome way . Ah know right whare 
tub put ' em up . An '  ah ' m  goin ' time dat clo ck , ah ' m  goin ' tub time it - g o in ' 
tub s ay tub about 20 [ she counts ] , "1 , 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10 , 11 , 1 2 , 13 , 
14 , 15 , 16 , 17 , 18 , 19 , 2 0 .  All righ t . Now ,  ah ' ve t imed yo ' fo ' 20  minut es 
to clear o f f dis who le place o f  bus iness heah j es '  by yore s ound - t i ck-tock 
t i ck - o f  every kind o f  a sp irit dat ' s  come in heah t ub do harm ,  of all de 
wi t ches an '  UJi tcho:ra[ts an ' a ll dat . Ah want chure s ound to be a trouh Zin ' 
spiri t tub ' em ,  an ' ah want 1 em tub go f rom heah runnin ' . "  Lay yore penny in 
de b o t tom an ' de s i lve r dime . Well , dat s i lver dime , i t  j e s ' ket ch all dat 
sound ; dat penny down dere , da t j es '  keep ' em on de move - an ' dat pendulum 
run out every wi t ch dere is in dis S tate . 

Now , ah ' m  goin ' tub de wat ch propos ition - dat ' s  a clo ck j es '  de s ame , time
keepin ' . Ah kin take dis s c rew out . An '  when ah take dis s crew out ah 'm go in ' 
call three names . Ah ' m g oin ' call Mace - Maoe Ee Zene logon - Maoe W�ood [ Wo�
wood? ] .  Now yo '  kin s crew dis winder [window = wat ch face ] o f f  an ' in s c rewin ' 
di s winder o f f , why yo ' s ay s , "Now , mah fathe r ' s  turnt his back on me an '  m ah  
mother goin ' to kinfolks . "  S ay ,  " Ah  want him t o  come right b eside me , cut o ff 
mah enemies - dey cut o f f  mah money , dey did so-an ' - so-an ' -so . An '  ah want dem 
tub love me an '  want dem to come back tub g ivin ' me like dey should . "  Wish . 
"Well , "  [ ah ]  s ays , " ah ' m  goin ' pull out Fai th , Hope an ' Chari ty ,  an ' ah ' m  ins ert 
yo ' an ' i f  it t i ckles , ah want dere hearts tub b e  g i t t in '  s t ronger an '  s t ronger 
towards me . "  Pull out three s trands [ o f hair ]  out de mole [ mo l d ]  o f  yore he ad 
an '  put it in dere an '  s crew dat b ack down in dere . I t  ain ' t  goin ' hurt it . An ' 

time dis lit tle wat ch , "Tick , tick , t i ck . " S ee , ke ep it wound up , "T ick ,  t i ck ,  
tick ,  t i ck , t i ck ,  t i ck . " In 2 4  hours yore fathe r an '  mo the r done wired fo ' yo ' ,  
" S on ,  come home , we wants tub see yo ' mightly b ad . "  Yes - yo ' go tt a g o ,  too . 

Rat tlesnake rat tles ? Yo ' see a rat t lesnake an ' yo ' g o in ' shoot his he ad o ff -
yo ' kill him j es '  so yo ' g i t  de rat t les . Yo ' g i t  dat rat t le an ' yo ' t ake dat 
rat tle an '  yo ' l ay it up right in de sun - yo ' b lind ' em wit de s un , right in de 
sun . Yo ' l ay it up dere fo ' nine days . By dat time why dat rattle in dere b e  
g i t t in ' dus ty . An '  yo ' j es ' take i t  down an ' j es '  open one of dos e rat tles , j es '  
ins ert i t , pack i t  all round in de band o f  dat hat - j es '  a ole work hat or ole 
wo rk cap , s ome thin ' like dat , j es '  so i t ' s  got a b and in it . When dey g it down 
right an '  g it tub wo rkin ' dere an ' g i t  hot , chew know , an ' git swe atin ' ,  quite 
natural dey perspire run down a pers on ' s  face . We ll , now , in wip in ' dat o f f  wit 
dat hans ' cuf f o r  da t rag , why dey git i t  into dey eyes . Now ,  da t b lind ' em  as a· 
b at . 
---Den yo ' kin turn right round an ' git dat s ame - de same p ie ce o f  dat rat t le
snake rattles an ' cure de blinded eye . Oat ' s  right . Yo ' kin take - insert it in 
one an ' cut o f f  one . See , dey [ rattles ] are made in ridges . Yo ' kin j e s '  cut 
o f f  one an '  put i t  in salt - s e e , dat s al t  ki l ls dat poison . S alt is a mighty 
thing . But de s alt dat gi t s  los t [ something ? s avour ?  Mat . 5 : 1 3 ]  den it ' s no 
good . Yo ' take dat an '  t ake an '  put i t  in s alt - in a j ar or s omethin ' like 
dat - put it in s alt an '  j es '  le t it s tay dere in dat s al t  for three days . We ll , 
dat ' s  done drawed all o f  da t poison out . Den yo ' t ake hit den an ' yo ' put it in 
sheep Zard we call i t  heah [ in this part of the coun t ry ] ,  sheep sue t - put it in 
sheep la:rd , it ' s  already dus ty . Yo ' put it in sheep la:rd an ' tallow - in dis 
UJhite beeswax.- an ' yo ' me lt it ovah de fiah unt i l  y o ' hear i t  commence fryin ' , 
git good an ' f ried . Den yo ' take yore finger an ' j es '  ' no int de ey e whut wus 
blind - anoint de eyes dat wus b lind an '  t ell ' em ,  s ay , "Yo ' . "  Yores elf , � 
spit in dis [ rat tlesnake-button dus t ki l le d  by s alt and mixed wi th sheep suet ]  
eve r 1  mornin ' b e fo ' yo ' speak tub anyone , an ' sp it on de g round whe re dere no 
grass , on de clay yo ' know , an '  [ rub ] ont o de b lind man ' s  ey e an ' i t ' ll come 
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op en . Now , dat ' ll ki ll dat . 
G i t  a pe rch fish , ke tch him right fresh outa de water an ' pul l  out a lit tle 

small p iece out o f  his tail - j es '  cut out a little b i t  of small piece out o f  his 
tail , an '  ket ch chew a cat f ish , an ' yo ' insert it down in dat cat f ish s tomach . 
P ush it on down an '  throw dat cat fish ovahbo ' d . "Well , ah ' m g oin ' see whut ' s  
goin ' be come of yo ' now , sech-an ' -sech a one . Out dis town . Yo ' ranned from me . 
Yo ' j es '  �i cks at me an ' kicks me b ack an ' fo ' th in j ail . Tant ali ze me . Now , 
ah ' m  goin see whut ' s  go in ' b ecome yo ' • " J es ' dash him ovah in de ri vah . He 
j es '  go on right on down to de bottom an ' when he g i t  to de bo t tom - yo ' done 
named dis tail yo ' know - when he gits to de b o ttom , why dat right dere where 
he ' ll s t ay an ' he ain ' t gonna move up from dere . He ' ll suck fo r [ breath ]  ever ' 
now an ' den . He ain ' t  goin ' move up from dere unti l he pas s e s  dat per ch-f i sh 
t ail . Whenevah he does dat , why den heah go de p erson - yo ' ve go t rid o f  dem 
becaus e he ' s  carried ' em tub de cemetery . 

Yo 1 take a o le s o ck - j e s ' like , yo ' know , well , says , "Ah wanta git rid of 
dis person right real quick . Ah ' ll s oon bury ' em  too . "  Jes ' g it a p iece o f  his 
ole sock o r anything dat yo ' kin git chure hand on an '  yo ' j es ' slip it right 
under de dead . Yo ' ll go in tuh see de dead , yes , takin ' a view o f  de b ody -
yo ' ve got yore litt le piece . Well , when de crowd turn dere back ,  why yo ' j es '  
insert dat right up under de dead an ' den walk on out . Well , de dead ' s  already 
in de caske t ; well ,  dey ain ' t  goin ' move any mo ' . Well , when dey buries dat an '  
dat b ody commen ce to cavin ' away - yo ' know , gittin ' mortified - dis pers on heah 
he ' s  s i ck unto death den . 

Dat ' s  ano ther good way tuh whirl a person away from yo ' - ah forgo t ab out dat 
whir lwind . Jes ' git a piece o f  dey own garment - p iece o f  dere ole [ some thing ] . 
Cut out a little piece out from undah each arm an ' when dat whirlwind comes 
along , i f  yo ' want a run ' em , not want any tro ub le wit ' em  - yo ' j es ' run right 
out dere an ' j es ' throw dem two lit tle p ieces right in dat whirlwind j e s '  as 
h ard as yo ' kin s t and tuh , "Take an '  devil ' em an '  carry ' em on o f f . "  Yo ' s ee 
dem lit t le pieces right in de air goin ' right on o f f  - away . An ' dey mind will 
j es ' git [ something ] up an ' dey ' d have tub g o  ' way from here . An ' ah won ' t  care 
j es '  wheresomevah dat whirlwind lodges at , dem p ieces dere , why i f it ' s  tuh de 
woods or i f  i t ' s  in s omebody ' s  yard , why dey j es '  wandering . 

So dey j es ' cra-azy ' b out chew - yes sir , dey j es ' can ' t  do wit ' out yo ' . 
S crape a lit tle b i t  offa ever one o f yo re finge rnails - j es ' s i t  down an ' take 
yore knife an ' j es '  shiver it yo ' know o ffa de top part o f  ever one o f  yore 
fing ernails . All righ t , ah ' m goin ' ovah tuh s ee he r t onight . Yes , ah ' m goin ' 
ovah tub s ee he r .  An '  whils t yore dere in dat place , yo ' j es '  have yore finger
nails dere between yo re three fingers . An' yo ' s crapin ' s ,  when she t urnin ' 
around , why say ,  "Yes , yes "  [ and ]  j e s ' drop i t  right down on he r - j es '  drop dat 
lit tle shavin ' ,  j es '  drop it right down in her room . Sit down dere an '  laugh an '  
t alk to he r j es ' all yo ' want . When yo ' leave out from dere she ' ll j es '  be come -
she can ' t  res t at night , she ' ll j es ' be s o  crazy ab out yo ' she j es ' could s ee yo ' 
ever ' minute . 

Yo ' kin s i t  o f f  from a woman like dis an ' look a t he r earrings an ' make a wish 
on he r earrings - j es t  make a loaal wish .  Firs t thing yo ' do ' fore yo ' make yo re 
wish , take yore t ongue three times in de pam [ p alm ] o f  yore righ t han ' . Ah know 
yo � seen people s tand sometimes like dis - j es ' t ake de tip end o f  yore tongue 
three times in de pam o f  yore h and . Den rub hit together an '  [ she demons trates ] .  

(Rub it over your face . )  
Han ' ovah yore face , yes s ir . Le t it go up ovah three times . Te tch de t ip 

end o f  yore tongue heah three times , an ' look right at da t woman an ' make dat 
wish right at dos e  e arrings . Put yore eyes on de other one an ' make dat same 
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wish on de o ther one . Come j es '  as true as d at smoke [ from my cigar ] g oin ' up to 
de top [ o f the room ]  - j e s '  a s imp le thing . 

Try tuh g i t  holt of a pers on righ t-hand g love dat ' s  rheumat ismed . Take dat 
glove an '  turn all dem fingers ins ide - out - turn dem ins ide out an '  pin it right 
next tub yore skin right inside of yore - an '  yo ' go into a big game , a b ig g ame 
yo ' know where dey play [ real ] g ames . Yo ' win ever ' bi t  o f  money dey is dey put 
down dere fo ' yo ' .  

(You wear tha t around your ches t some p lace ? )  
Yes s ir ,  on yore right side be caus e dat ' s  d e  main hand dat chew goin ' p lay de 

game wi t , yo ' see . Any kind a gamb lin ' or anything like dat . 
Yo ' kin us e  a umb rella tuh run - yo ' kin use a umb rella tub draw - yo ' kin use 

a umb re lla to make peace - yo '  kin use a umb rella tuh tear peace . All right , � 
he ah comes up de umb rella . Yo ' s et chure umb re lla down dere . Well , ah ' m  goin ' 
make peace between me an ' yo ' be cause yo ' hates me wi thout a caus e . P rob ' b ly yo ' 
j es '  hate me j es '  be caus e ah owns de right spot an ' yo ' tryin ' tuh work some way 
tuh git dat out from undah me . Yo ' come in an ' yo ' done s i t  down wi t yo re um
b rel la . Wel l ,  we goin ' go in tub dinne r or we ' ll g o  out on de porch an ' ah go t ta 
git b a ck in heah an ' git me a cig ar . All righ t , heah come dat umb re lla now . Ah 
throw it open a l i t tle an ' ah blow mah b reath in dere three t imes , an ' ah ask de , 
"Father , Son an ' Holy Sp iri t , ah want dis man tub be sech-an ' -sech a way an '  come 
to mah wishes . "  Ah ' m goin ' tub wish fo ' him in de morning b e fo ' de sun rise . 
Sit it right b ack up dere . Dat ' s  yo re voice dat ' s  in dis umb rella - yore voice 
is done caught in dat s t eel in dat umb rella . Next mornin ' fore yo ' speak to any
one , ' fore yo ' even git up out chure bed , make yo re wish . Don ' t  let de sun rise 
on yo ' now , make yo re wish befo ' de sun rise - ' fo re de sun risin ' . Befo ' de 
sun ' s  goin ' down make yo '  another one . Dat set tles dat . Yo ' got ' im den j es '  
like yo ' want ' im .  Jes ' speak wi t chure voi ce into dat p arasol . 

(This woman came the other day and I couldn ' t  exhaus t my quest ions . She had 
a good many thing s more to tell me but she h ad to leave , becaus e she is a s choo l  
j anit ress - and I t o l d  her t o come b ack again . I will h ave to find her number -
will have to find her number lat er on and put i t  in my notes . I can ' t  find it 
at the moment , I have peop le out here wait ing for me . )  

(The next numb er wi ll b e  116 8 . )  

MADAM LINDSEY 

AH 'M ONE DEM OLE-TIME "CUNJURES " 

BECUS AH DON 'T COME OUT HEAH 
WIT MAH FACE ALL SCREWED UP AN ' MAH EYES ALL BUGGED 
AN ' A WHOLE LOTTA MOONS AN ' STARS ALL OVAH MAH PLACE 

AH GUESS YO ' THINK AH DUNNO WHUT AH 'M DOIN ' 

AH DUNNO IF YO ' READ 

ALGIERS , LOUI S IANA 

• 

[ By calling herself one dem ole time aunjures this woman does no t b r ag .  I s  
she b elittling me? No , some doato�s could n o t  read . Clearly , common report and 
my contact man had told her I wanted all phas es o f  hoodoo life , b e caus e in her 
first two rites she let s me have b oth b arrels . Sho cked . No , see INTRODUCTION . 
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But the qui ck opening did surprise . Well , after all , this agg ressive woman did 
make her own war powdeP. At the beginning o f  our convers ation the reader will 
find two rare figurines , nude man and woman molded respectively from two candles , 
red and black ;  at the end , a gamb ling hand made by an expert . S e cond quotation 
addres sed to a client . Informant 1582 used cy linders E85 : 4-E94 : 1  = 2 9 18-292 7 . ]  

Well , fo ' ins tance , if  a man an '  his wi fe are separate an '  dere ' s  ano thah 
woman between dem . Now , yo ' g it chew a piece of unbleached shee tin ' - well , 
we ' ll say about dis big [ demons trates ] .  

(Long as your h and . ) 
Fo ' inst ance , if  ah wus a woman - ah ' ll make it a li ttle plainer - i f  ah wus 

a woman an ' mah husban ' left me an ' ah want him back , ah want him broken up from 
dis woman , ah git me a piece of  unb leached sheetin ' an '  use it as a mins tress 
cloth , understan ' , an '  de very firs t - we ll , de first three days is de strongest . 
An ' when dat , well , we s ay de deepest part o f  de b lood ; well , ah will take a 
shee t of dat an ' fold it l ak  dis . Fold it  three times lak dat , an '  ah ' ll git me 
a black candle an '  a red one an ' ah ' 11 put ' em in warm watah so dat ah kin handle 
' em e as i ly with mah han ' s .  Ah make a image of de woman - any kinda imag e j e s ' so 
it ' s  a image of a woman wi t de breas ts an ' de , yo ' unders t an ' ,  out o f  de b lack 
candle , fo ' de woman . An '  make de image o f de man wit hi s private parts out of 
de red candle , but have ' em in warm watah so yo ' kin handle ' em eas i ly .  An '  yo ' 
lay de black candle dis way [ demons t rate s ]  an '  de red one dere . Yo ' put dis 
mins tress b lood b etween ' em an '  yo ' lay ' em on a piece o f  white ,  any kind o f  
white p apah . 

(You lay them j us t l ike you would lay the ties of a railroad , parallel - one 
there and one there . All right , and then the clo th is in the middle . )  

In de center . Den yo '  put dat on top of  a shed or an ' outhouse [ always an 
outside privy , watercloset , or  toilet - and called o ther thing s ] any place where 
de moon kin shine on it  for seven nights , especially if it ' s  de full  moon , an '  
den yo ' take it down an '  yo ' fold ' em  in lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

(You fold this p iece of cloth inwards . )  
Inwards s o  dey b acks are to each othah , but s till leave dat mins tress cloth in 

between ' em . Den yo ' bury ' em ,  an ' at de end of dos e  seven days if dey don ' t  be 
figh tin ' an '  sep arate , den ah ' ll eat mah hat . 

[Hat ! She is surely thinking ab out my b lack hat with concealed microphone . ]  
(Now , thes e th ings you lay down there . That is the wax image [ images ] . You 

won ' t  us e [ what remains o f ] the wax candles . )  
Jes ' take de image . 
Now , if a man has lef t  his home fo ' de s ake o f  anothah woman or else he runs 

around . Now , yo '  git  yo ' a string , a little s tring we ' ll s ay ab out two yards 
long - j es '  tear o f f  a piece of unb leached sheet in ' . When de woman an ' de man 
go togethe r - noW , he ' s  at home bu t he runs aroun ' ,  underst an ' - when de man an ' 
de wife go togethe r ,  instead of usin ' a towel on hersel f , she ' ll double up dis 
string aftah he ' s  through wit her an '  clean herself . Git all of hi s dis charge 
dat she kin on it . Den she dries it an '  den she makes h er s even knots lak dat , 
fold it to he r seven times . Den she makes a lit t le b ag - a small b ag o f  de un
ble\ched shee tin ' an ' wear it on her left s to ckin ' , on her g arter , on a red 
garter next to he r skin . An '  he won ' t be ab le - any time he try tuh go wit 
anothah woman , he j es '  cain ' t rear up , yo ' see . 

Now , ah ' m fightin ' a case righ t  now . A woman up in Mirroville [ ? if this 
place exists I could no t find it]  - someone b roke in an ' sto le some s tu££ . Now , 
de thing tuh do is tuh git de j udge ' s  name , de prosecutin ' [ attorney] , [ f rom ] de 
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peop le dat dey s tole from .  Put all dose names o n  a piece of black papah , if yo ' 
kin git virgin parchment - yo ' know whut dat is - but don ' t  use a pen ,  use a in
delib le pencil dat has nevah been us ed . Yo ' j es '  use dat pencil fo ' dat case 
[ and nothing else] . 

All right , yo '  write de j udge ' s  name goin ' from yo ' ,  an ' yo ' turn it an ' write 
it  dat way - backwards an ' forwards , till yo ' ve writ ten it seven times , not nine 
t imes . Seven , fo ' yo ' know , ah give yo ' reasons why ah do dis . Dey have seven 
books in de New Tes tament , seven candles on de alt ar , seven elders . AH DUNNO IF  
YO ' READ . Well , de  seven is  fo ' good things . Dat i s  fo ' things  tuh come undah 
yore cont rol . 

All right . De j udge an ' all de fellahs dat ' s agains t dis prisoner have dere 
names writ ten dis seven way on dis parchment papah . Now , ins tead of us in ' de 
b eef  tongue de way yo ' mention , ah git a plain white bowl , wi t no flowers or de c
orations on it . [ In our unrecorded opening conversation , always a brief get
acquaint ed period , I had evident ly asked , "Did you ever hear ab out using a beef 
tongue ? " ]  Yo ' put dese names in dere an ' yo ' po ' on seven spoons ful o f  honey -
now , honey is tuh sweeten - [ and ] seven spoons ful of  condense mi lk .  Milk an '  
honey makes peop le kind - de mi lk of human kindne ss - an '  de honey tuh sweeten . 
All right . 

Den yo ' put a good han ' ful , no t qui te a big han ' ful o f  raisins - put it all in 
dis . Den [put ] a spoonful of  confect ioners sugah an ' a spoonful o f  cinnamon , an ' 
yo ' po ' , if  yo ' got holy watah - yo ' have tuh have holy watah fo ' dis .  Yo ' po ' 
about dat much - we say about two fingers of holy wat ah  on top o f dat . Den yo ' 
po ' common linseed or cookin ' oil , or any sort o f  oil , an '  yo ' git a table an '  
set it [white bawl ] on dere an '  make yore wish . Strike yore match an ' light  i t .  

Now , befo ' dis bowl yo ' ll have de picture of St . Expedite .  Yo ' heard o f  him . 
Well , yo ' put dat , an ' yo ' ll s ee dat case will go on j es ' as easy - on account of 
dis milk makes ' em kind , an ' de raisins makes ' em  reasonable [because the Eng lish 
raisins and reasonab le sound like ( ! )  or the let ters resemble ( ! )  the French 
raisin (grape) , raisin sec ( dry g rape or raison) , raison ( reason) , and raison
ab le (reasonable) ! ] . 

So now fo ' anothah co ' t  case . Now , if  dey got a whole la tta witnesses , plenty 
of witnesses an ' peop le is agains t de party , den yo ' git  chure beef  t ongue • • • •  

Jes ' git chure tongue an ' have de names written on dis virgin parchment wit in
delible pencil ,  j es '  lak de othah . Den yo ' put dis in de tongue an '  fold it to
gethah an ' sew it wit red thread . Red is bloody thread , unders tan ' . Yo ' cain ' t  
win no bat tle unles s  yo ' draw b lood .  Draw wi t yore red thread an ' sew i t  up . _  
All right . 

Den yo '  l ay it between two blocks of  ice an ' 
long . But in de meant ime have yo re [preceding ] 
Yo ' won ' t  lose dat case . Ah don ' t  care how bad 
be reasonab le ,  an ' de wi tness wil l perj ure up .  
will say de othah . Dey ain ' t  goin ' b e  able tuh 
j udge will dis charge ' em .  

let i t  s t ay dere - not mattah how 
bowl goin ' • Yo ' will nevah lose.  
it  is or whut dey done , dey goin ' 
One will say one thing an '  one 
say de right· thing at all an '  de 

Well , now S t .  Jude . Fo ' ins tance , if dere ' s  a person dat ' s  t roub lin ' - dat 
drinks an '  won ' t  behave demselfs in de home , fuss in ' an ' wants tuh fight an ' al
ways disagr�ab le ,  yo ' put chew a picture o f  St . Jude . Git chew a picture of 
S t .  Jude an ' take dis person ' s  name an '  write it  seven times j es ' lak dat but 
straight - not·  dis way an '  dat way [ as in the fo rmer rite ] - j es ' straigh t 
across lak dat on dat parchment papah . 

Den yo ' put s  it behin ' de picture o f  S t . Jude . Git chew a cream- colored 
candle an ' put chew - put dis person ' s name again seven times in a plain white 
saucer . Yo ' put de name down firs t an '  den a little wax o f  de candle an '  set it 
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up an ' make yore wish while yo ' settin ' . An ' dere ' s  a prayer dat g oes wit S t . 
Jude . When yo ' b uy de pi cture yo ' g i t  d e  prayer . Yo ' go o f f . Yo ' ligh t chure 
candle an ' leave it s tay dere in de home . Now , in de home where dis party lives , 
yo ' g i t  whut w e  call sandabJood dus t .  Yo ' git dat from de orientals , yo ' know , 
de Chinese . All right . Yo ' smoke - have i t  on de t ab le lak dis an ' yo ' smoke 
dat b e fo ' St . Jude . Smoke i t  j es ' lak dat ev ' ry day , s ay ,  fo ' ' b out two hours . 
Yo ' burn dis s andalwoo d  b e fo ' ' im  an ' make yore wish . All right . Now , in de end 
o f  a few days , s ay ab out three days , yo ' t ake dis s ame  sandalwood , say about a 
spoonful to a room , an ' yo ' smoke dat person ' s  b edroom good wi th it .  See , j es '  
set i t  - light it dere an ' le t  i t  set in his room . An '  yo ' ll s ee dat man wil l 
come in dat hous e j es '  lak a chang ed pers on . 

Now , lak i f  yo ' wanta handle a person . Now , dis is a lit tle dirty triak . It 
someone dat chew cain ' t  h andle - dey tough , dey s tubb o rn , dey won ' t  let chew do 
nuthin ' wit ' em . De s t o ckin ' s , fo ' ins tance i f  i t ' s  a woman - . de s to ckin ' s  dat 
chure wearin ' all day , yo ' s o ak de foo t of ' em  in a cup of wat ah .  

(Both feet ? )  
Uh-huh . Soak de foo t  o f ' em  in a cup o f  wat ah . Wring it out . Now , when yo ' 

cookin ' de man ' s meal , yo ' make a g ravy o f  de s to ckin ' - foo t watah an ' yo ' put 
yore foot on hi s ne ck [ symb oli cally ] . S imp le , j es '  as s imp le as dat . 

An '  ano thah thing i f  yo ' wanta person tub follow yo ' an '  wanta b e  j es '  in yo re 
company an ' yo ' cain ' t  g it rid of ' em .  T ake yo ' a piece o f  dat ' s o rb ent co t ton 
an ' wet it in plain watah an ' wip e undah each arm , especially if yo ' done pers
pirin ' . Wring it into a lit t le g las s an ' put i t  in dey dr inks - put it in any 
kind o f  drink , j es '  so yo ' g i t  it in ' em .  Yo ' won ' t be ab le tub git rid o f  dem 
p eople . Dey ' ll b e  b ehin ' yo ' j es '  lak a lit tle puppy dog . Dey ain ' t  no t s at is
fied unless dey wit yo ' .  

( S t . Martha? Tell me ab out S t . Martha . )  
Now , if a man has a wife an '  she won ' t  s t ay home - she won ' t  keep her hous e 

in orde r , she won ' t  at tend t o  her ch ildren , won ' t do her dut ies as a wi fe . All 
right . Write dis woman ' s  name seven t ime s  on di s parchment papah [ as in p re ced
ing rites ] an ' put it in a plain whi te cup an ' p o ' ab out three te aspoons ful o f  
orange- flower watah . Dat orang e flowers is tub keep he r fai th ful to her marriage 
�, yo ' unders tan ' . Den yo ' put de honey an ' de milk . Yo ' don ' t  need any 
rais ins fo ' dat at all , but de orange- f lower watah , de honey an ' de milk . An '  
yo '  kin put dat - i f  yo ' kin put i t  where she won ' t  see it , b ut i f  she has t ub  
see it , well , i t  mus t b e  some way d a t  dey kin exp lain whut dat ' s  fo ' . See . But 
don ' t  let her see her name in i t . An ' j es ' put chew a taper on dat . All de 
tapers are alike - dey pink [ red s ure ly ] , a small tap er dat ' s got a · cork . 

( I t  float s . )  
Yo ' s et dat right on dere an ' p o ' yo '  oil an ' light it - right b e fo ' S t . 

Martha . 
(Other s aints ? S t .  Ri ta? 
S t . Anthony is fo ' wo rk . 

yo ' wanta git a j ob .  

S t . Anthony ? ) 
St . Anthony i f  yo ' wish tub find los t art icles or 

All right ,  lak i f  yo ' got an idea o f  what pers on yo '  wanta work fo ' ,  yo ' git 
de name of dis person an ' yo ' write i t  three times . Put chure name straight 
ac,oss three times above his . Den yo ' take an ' you fo ld it three [ demons trates ] , 
make three folds lak dis - dis way , dat way , an ' yo ' turn it dat way . 

(Fold it t owards you . ) 
Dat ' s  right , alway s  towards yo ' .  
(You fold it three times - when you beg in to fold it , you fold i t  s ideways 

three t imes . )  
See , yo ' fold it lak dis [ demons trates ] .  
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( Once , twice , and the third t ime you fold i t  toward you . ) 
Ex-actly . 
(You fo ld it twice s i dewis e like that ? )  
But not from you . 
(And the th ird you fo ld i t  to you? ) 
Da t ' s right . Now , yo ' put dis in a smal l , any kind o f  b ag or in any kind of 

a piece o f  c loth . P ut i t  in yore right-foot shoe . Now , dere ' s  a powder dat chew 
use - ah make it mahs elf , but ah g it de ing redients f rom a drug gi s t  aroun ' heah . 
Ah don ' t  know i f  he ' ll give yo ' de ingredien ts or not . But anyway , ah g it de in
g redient s from him an '  den ah mix i t . Dere ' s  s tee l dus t in i t , de re ' s  cinnamon 
in i t , dere ' s powder o f  de cac tus - powde� d  aaatus . Yo ' mix dose three ingre
dients tog e the r an ' yo ' put dat in y ore shoe , j es '  a good p inch , an ' dat ' s  gonna 
b r ing yo ' al l de succes s in de way o f  g i t t in '  a j ob dat chew want . 

(Do you h ave any special name for that dus t ? )  
Oh , yes . Ah call i t  luak for jobs - i t ' s  a g rayish- lookin ' dus t . 
(Well , now , does S t . Anthony come into that any way ? ) 
Yes ,  S t . Anthony is de one - ah ' m fixin ' tuh come tuh him ab out dat candle . 

Den yo ' g i t  a b rown candle . Yo ' light i t  befo ' S t . Anthony an ' make yo ' promise , 
i f  yo ' g it dis j ob ,  yo ' ll g ive s o  much fo ' his b read fo ' de po ' .  Yo ' j es '  g o  an ' 
drap it in de church or somepin lak dat . An '  when yo ' g i t  dis j ob ,  don ' t fo ' g it 
tuh do d at . Dat ' s  e s s ent ial dat yo '  keep dat p romise . Yo ' ll s e e , y o ' g i t  mo '  
work den yo ' want . 

( Do you us e a b rown candle for any special reason for S t .  Anthony? ) 
On ' counta his b rown hab i t . 
I f  a man don ' t  wanta g ive money to his wi fe - here de unb leach co t t on ag in . 

An '  yo ' g i t  a halfa dollah out o f  h i s  han ' s omeway , i f  yo ' have tuh s teal it out 
his pocket . But chew file dat . Git chew a b rand-new file [ demons trates ] an ' yo ' 
file it he ah , dere , an ' file i t  de re . 

(You cut i t  as you made thos e  three no t ches on it . )  
Dat ' s  r ight - not too deep , not equal , yo ' unders tan ' .  Jes ' have , s ay one

third of it not ched . Den yo ' take dis s t ring an ' le t it b e  torn as thin as yo ' 
kin g i t it , an '  when dis man goes tuh bed - well , try tuh g i t  him tuh s leep . An ' 
yo ' meas ure him f rom de top o f  his head to his heels wi t dis yellah s tr ing . At 
de t op part yo ' make three knot s . All righ t . Den yo ' t ake it an ' yo ' measure 
him acros s . Now , i f  yo ' cain ' t  g i t  it all de way acro s s , yo ' kin meas ure him 
from heah tuh dere . See , dat ' s half of i t , an ' yo ' kin doub le it tuh gi t  de 
correct measure . 

( In o ther words you get the cir cumf erence o f  his b ody ? ) 
Dat ' s  righ t . Den yo ' g i t  three mo ' knots . 
( Put three more knots in the s tring ? )  
Yes suh .  But yo ' ve already taken de me asure f rom his head to his heels . Den 

de las t three knot s yo ' make it ag ain where his foot wus . Now yo ' g o t  him . Now 
yo ' take dis coin an ' di s s tring an ' yo ' wrap it roun ' , yo ' know , an ' put some in 
all de not ches , but dat part dat ' s  not not ched , le ave it free . Den yo ' make a 
b ag o f  - well , unb leached cot ton or a piece o f  shammy skin . Make yo ' a lit t le 
b ag an ' put dis s t ring an ' coin in it an ' then yo ' pin it right on - next tuh de 
lit t le place dere . 

(On her p•ivates ? )  
Exact ly . 
Den yo ' wear i t  fo ' nine day s , an ' on de ninth day yo ' take dat quarter [ half 

dollar ] o f f  - but it ' s  bett ah tuh have a half do llah b e cause it ' s  bigger - an ' go 
tuh de g ro cery . Yo '. mus t go yores elf an ' spend de whole [ o f ]  i t  - buy any thing 
yo ' want in de way of grocerie s , b ut b ring it b ack into de house . An '  de s t ring ,  
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yo ' make it in de bag an ' keep it tuh wear all de t ime ; but of co ' se when he ' s  
in bed wit yo ' ,  yo ' couldn ' t  keep it  on yo ' ,  yo ' have tuh take it off . 

(Where do you wear that s tring all the time ? )  
Jes ' in a little bag an ' pin i t  on yore pants or somepin s o  dat i t  will touch 

right dere . 
(The s ame place . )  
Now , dat man will bring yo ' his money home an ' yo ' got him so dere ' s no way 

fo ' him tuh git ·mdah dat . Yo ' ve got him dis way an ' tied doum s o  he cain ' t do 
nuthin but bring dat money home - but he ' ll b ring yo ' de best po ' tion of it . De 
leas t  part will be - he ' ll keep dat , but one-third of  his money will always come 
tuh yo ' !  

Now , yo ' gi t  a whole head of  garli c an ' yo ' b reak o ff nine pods - don ' t  peel 
' em , don ' t take de skin off ' em .  Yo ' drop ' em in a pot of boilin ' watah an '  git 
a piece of bulk codfish ; yo ' know , cut it  in nine pieces about dis large , j es ' 
about dat big [ demons trates ] .  

(About the size of  the end of  your finger . )  
Dat ' s  right . Yo ' drop dat in dat garlic pot an '  yo ' git  a bunch o f  parsley 

as much as yo ' kin hold in yore han ' , lak dat . Drop dat in dere . Let it boil 
tuh pieces . Den yo ' s train it  an ' ,  if it ' s  any way dat yo ' kin , s train it as dry 
as yo ' kin - de dryer yo ' git it  de bet tah - or else le t i t  dry . Den yo ' burn 
dat . Now , dis liguid in dis pot , yo ' see , yo ' take a cupful to a pail of watah . 
Drop yo ' a han ' ful of  sug ah - brown sugah , if  yore business  is colored ; an ' if 
it ' s  de white  business , white  sugah . Yo ' git  chew whut chew call oil of  cinna
mon , one teaspoonful , an ' yo ' mix dat in a bottle by itself - oil of  cinnamon , 
one teaspoon ; oil of  cloves , one teaspoon ; an ' essence of anise , about a good 
tablespoonful . Den yo ' keep dat mixture j es ' tuh put in yore scrub watah . An '  
a cupful of  dat liquid in yore wat ah an ' ah ' ll tell yo ' ,  yo ' won ' t  have room to 
keep de people in de house .  Dat guarantee tuh draw bus iness . 

Yo ' git chew a two-dram bottle , a little round bottle about lak dat - well , 
let it  be about dat big [ demons trates ] .  

(About the size of your finger . )  
Yes suh . Yo ' fill dat wit b rown sugah an ' sand - j es ' one bo ttle . Yo ' fill 

it wi t b rown sugah an ' sand mixed togethah in equal parts ; j es '  fill dat bottle 
as much as yo ' kin git into it . Den yo ' take nine goldeye needles an ' yo ' put 
one dis way , wit de point dat way , an ' one wit de head dat way , until yo ' g it de 
nine in . Seal it up an ' put it ovah yore do ' .  An ' dere ain ' t  no policemens will 
bothah yo ' .  

I f  yo ' kin git  undah de house , yo ' git  chew ' b out a halfa pound of flaxseeds 
an ' try tuh git it undah de house ; if it ' s  a double house , put it undah de side 
where de people live an ' when dey ' ll sprout [ turned ·machine off too soon ] . 

(That moves them out of  the house . )  
Oh , yessuh . 
Now , if  yo ' want somebody tuh go away , yo ' don ' t want ' em aroun ' , yo ' git 

yo ' know whut bluestone is , don ' t  chew? Yo '  beat it fine as yo ' kin , an '  git  a 
piece of  canvas or somethin ' tuh beat it in . An ' yo ' git dirt dauber nes t .  Yo ' 
know whut dat is . Yo ' beat dat up fine . Den yo ' g it  graveyard dirt an ' yo ' beat 
dat up fine . Den [ get ]  cayenne peppah as fine as yo ' kin git it g round . Mix dat 
togethah good . In fact , j es '  have one part of de bluestone , one part of  de cay
enne , an ' about fo ' or five ,  or about six parts of de [ graveyard ] dirt an ' de 
dirt daub er nest . Mix dat good . An ' try tuh git a little of dat in dere shoe -
put it in de toe of dey shoe , j es '  knock it in de toe of dey shoe so dey cain ' t 
notice it- lak .  Dey ' ll walk an ' yo ' ll have troub le tuh stop ' em from walkin ' ,  
' cause dey ' ll go . 
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Now , yo ' g i t  chew a piece of  de mins tress b lood of  de woman , piece o f  cloth 
wit her blood on it , an ' yo ' git  a bottle wit a very t ight top - a s crew- top lak 
a mayonnaise j ar or some thin ' lak dat .  Yo ' put dis cloth in it . Git chew about 
a teaspoonful of whut we call love powders , an ' a teaspoonful of  s tee l dus t ,  an ' 
a spoonful o f  honey . Now , de love powders are tub make her love come b ack to 
yo ' .  De s teel dus t is tub draw her . An '  i f  yo ' have a piece o f  lodes tone , de 
black - de one dat looks lak coal - dat ' s  tuh draw t o  de man . De o thah part is 
fo ' wimmin . Yo ' put dat black lodes tone in dere an ' dat s tee l dus t will cling 
to it lak hair . Den yo ' put chew yore milk an ' honey . Dat ' s  tuh make her kind 
when she come b ack .  Yo ' bury dat ups ide down undah de front s teps or any s tep 
dat she ' s  in de habit of passin ' , an ' she ' ll come b ack an ' s tay dere , an ' yo '  kin 
drive her an '  she won ' t  go . 

Well , yes , yo ' kin bury de shoes an ' dat person won ' t  stay no p lace . Yo ' take 
a pe rson ' s  shoes , ole shoes dat dey worn ,  no mattah how ole , an ' yo ' t ake dem 
shoes tub de fo ' k  o f  de ro ad . But it ' s  certain t imes of  de moon yo ' have tuh do 
dat - bu t on the wane , when de moon is on de wane . Don ' t  do it on de full moon , 
' cause it won ' t  do no good ; but when de moon is on de wane , den he ' s  weak , an ' 
he ' ll s tart wanderin ' .  Yo ' bury dem shoes in dis pos ition - one ovah de othah 
crossways in de fo ' k  o f  dis ro ad . 

(Are the shoes s tanding up ? )  
Yes suh , standin ' up . 
(Jus t  like you ordinarily wear them? ) 
Dat ' s  i t , an ' dey won ' t  s t ay nowhere . Dey ' ll go an '  go firs t one place an ' 

den de othah - be j es ' lak a wanderin ' Jew . But yo ' bury ' em  right dere - bury 
' em  deep enough so nobody won ' t  inter fere wit ' em , o r  dog s cratch ' em up or 
somepin lak dat . 

Yo ' take a b lack cat wit not a white hair on ' im an ' - it ' s  a cruel thing tuh 
do though - yo ' drop ' im in a  kittle o f  boilin ' watah an '  let ' im  b oil unt i l  he 
bo ils t ub p ieces . Den , when de flesh has fallen away from his bones , yo ' t ake 
an ' p o ' de watah o f f , an '  t ake a s tick an '  yo ' search among de b ones an ' yo ' ll 
see a bone shaped lak a "U" - dat ' s de bone . Yo ' t ake dat bone an '  yo ' sew it 
up in a b ag wit diff ' rent - well , wit s tee l dUs t ,  lodes tone , quicks ilver an ' 
things lak dat ; anything dat ' ll draw , magnetic sand an '  all sech as dat . An ' 
yo ' make yo ' a b ag wi th dat an '  it ' s  infallib le fo ' g amblin ' . Yes sir . An ' 
everything dat chew go ab out , yo ' ll make a success o f  it . But ah ' ve nevah done 
dat . Ah know how . 

Now a person ' s  hair - yo ' wanta keep a woman interes ted in yo ' , fo ' ins tance , 
or a man . Yo ' cut dere hair [ demons trates ] right dere - j es ' a lit tle , not much . 

(Right there in the mo le [mold ] o f  the head . )  
Yessuh , yo ' cut dat hair from right dere an '  yo ' sew i t  into a li ttle b ag .  

Yo ' wind dat hair , if  it ' s  long enough tuh wind it , wind i t  to yo ' always , aroun ' 
a piece of sandalwood - de wood itself , j es ' a small piece o f  it . Chip o ff a 
small piece . I t ' s  kinda hard , too . Yo ' gi t  chew a small piece o f  dat wood an ' 
yo '  - now , dat keeps yore s enses , yo ' know ; it ' s  a soothin ' thing , thi s  s andal
wood . Dat ' ll keep yore s enses always on dis person . Den , yo ' put dis down into 
a lit tle - well , we say a little capsule , a small bottle , ' bout a gram bo ttle . 
An '  stick dat down in dat bot tle . An '  yo ' po ' on it  essence o f  ve rbena an ' • 
Jo ckey Club Perfume , on dis hair an '  s andalwood , an '  yo ' may carry it in your 
purse if yo '  lak , an '  if yo '  don ' t  wanta carry it in yore purs e , yo ' kin put it 
in a trunk or any place where it won ' t  be dis turbed . Yo ' won ' t  be ab le tuh git 
rid o f  dat person . Oh , no ! Dey be aftah yo ' j es '  lak gravy on rice . 

Now , yo ' git  a mirrah - dat ' s  fo ' a person dat ' s gone away - yo '  gi t  a mirrah , 
a brand-new mirrah dat ' s  nevah been us ed . A small t en-cent one will do . Yo ' put 
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dis pe rson ' s  photograph at de b ack of  dis mirrah but let it  face - lak dey face 
out wit de face turn tuh de mirrah on de b ack o f  it . Yo ' prop dis mirrah up lak 
dis wit de he ad part down . An '  yo ' g it chew a red candle ; git a red apple . Yo ' 
wri te dis pe rson ' s  name on dis parchment seven times an ' s tick it down in dis red 
apple . Now , de red apple is tuh make ' em  think o f  yo ' continually - long as dat 
apple is fresh , dey cain ' t  fo ' git chew . Den yo ' put dis candle down in dere an ' 
set it befo ' dis picture . Now ,  yo ' wants S t . Michael fo ' dat , de one dat - an ' 
whaevah anger dat person has fo ' yo ' ,  it ' ll fade away . Den yo ' ll git tuh be de 
apple o f  dere eye agin . 

(That candle is s tuck down into the hole in the apple . )  
Yessuh , an ' let it b urn . An '  yo '  should burn at leas t seven o f  ' em .  
( Seven candles ? )  
Yessuh - oh yes , dif f ' rent ones . Aftah i t  burns down - i t  don ' t  burn de apple 

or de p apah - yo ' j es '  set anothah candle right on top of  it . Jis ' long as dat 
apple will hold de candle yo ' kin cont inue humin ' ' em ,  an ' dose folks wi ll be -
yo ' ll become tuh b e  de apple o f  dere eye . If de candle burns dis apple , den 
yo ' ll have tuh g it a fresh app le an ' a fresh p iece of papah . 

Ah didn ' t tel l yo ' anything ' bout dat , but yo ' can use i t . Fo ' inst ance , if 
yo ' got a spo ' tin ' hous e or a business dat cause men an ' wimmin tuh be togethah . 
Now , when dey wash demselves , dey save de chamber Zye an '  de wat ah dat dey us e 
an ' dey po ' it in front o f  de do ' .  Dat ' ll draw mo ' . De mo ' yo '  po ' out dere , de 
mo ' peop le it will draw fo ' de bus ines s . 

(What do they wash thems elves wi th ? )  
When yo ' wash , yo ' know , lak if a couple g it into 

tuh clean demselves , an ' dey po ' s  it in de j ar .  So , 
it in front de do ' an ' i t ' ll draw mo ' s ti ll - de mo ' 
dere tuh de de same thing • 

a room an ' dey use de wat ah  
den yo ' use dat ,  j is '  po ' 
yo '  po ' it , de mo ' will come 

Now , if yo ' want a man tuh come into a hous e  - fo ' ins t ance , he ' s  gone away 
an ' yo ' want him tuh come back into de house . All right . Yo ' take de socks 
[ demonstrates ] an ' raise up dis rug an '  yo ' turn de toe part [ coming ] into de 
do ' an ' nail ' em down [ on the floo r ]  wi t seven tacks , seven - one heah , one at 
de toe an '  one on each side . Dat ' s  three . One at de heel , but hold it st raight 
[ s traight en the heel] . That ' s  fo ' .  One at each side agin until yo ' git  de 
seven . Dat ' s  s ix an ' den one right in de center . An ' dat fellah , he ' ll be right 
dere , right b ack . Yo ' don ' t  have tuh put a thing on dere . 

Den agin , if  yo ' wanta make a man keep comin ' to a ho us e - he don ' t  want a 
come , he ' s unwi lling . Yo ' write his name seven times on dis parchment papah an '  
fo ld de papah three times to yo ' , an ' put s tee Z dus t , sugah an ' cinnamon on dis 
papah an ' s ew  it up - j is '  sew it up in a b ag , into de b ag .  Den yo ' put dis 
b ag - only j es '  raise yore rug up by de front do ' an ' put de b ag dere . Den yo ' 
take a lit tle b ot tle wit essence o f  verb ena an ' drop seven drops on dis bag . 
He ' ll walk his haid off  - he cain ' t  keep away . 

Lak yo ' don ' t  want nobody at chure house , when dey go out , yo ' take de ole 
shoe . If it ' s  somebody dat chew want a git rid of  outa de house , too - lak a 
person , a husb an ' , he ' s  unwelcome , he ' s  not any good - put his o le shoes down 
on de flo ' lak dat when he go out an '  take dis broom an ' sweep ' em an ' curs e ' im ,  
yo ' gotta swear at him . Jis ' sweep it about three t imes an ' pick up de ole shoes 
an ,. bring ' em back an ' put ' em ins ide where he be - won ' t mis s  ' em . Well , he 
begin tuh s t ay away , an '  s tay goin ' . An '  gradual ly he won ' t  come back . 

(You actually sweep the shoe ? )  
Yessuh . But yo ' bring ' em b ack . 
Yo ' take dis - yo ' git  a bottle . 

spoonful ; honey , two tab lespoon ful ; 

Oh , yeah , bring ' em  back .  
Well , yo ' want : syrup ,  about two tab le

condens ed mi lk . De re ason ah s ay condensed 
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milk becaus e f resh milk will sour . Yo ' us e yore condensed milk an ' yo ' put dis 
bow in dere . 

(This bow from his hat ? ) 
Yes suh .  An '  i f  yo ' got some o f  his urine , yo ' po ' i t  in dere ; an ' some o f  

yore urine , i f  it ' s  a woman . S top d a t  up good an '  tight an ' p u t  i t  somewhere in 
a da ' k  corne r ,  preferab le behin ' de bed . An '  he won ' t  be ab le tub keep 'way from 
dere ,  be cause it ' s  de substance of his body - de sweat from his head , an ' all de 
sweet things . He j is '  keep comin ' an ' hangin '  roun ' lak bees roun ' de flowers -
roun ' honey . 

Turn hi s shoes undah de b ed .  
(That keeps h im  as leep while you are gone? ) 
Yessuh . 
Den , if yo ' want somebody tub t alk while dey s leep in ' , if  dey ' re a real s ound 

s leeper , yo ' take a bas in of watah an ' put it right ' s ide de bed , an ' i f  yo ' kin 
git  ' em tub lay on de edge of de bed , let dere han ' be in dat watah , an '  yo ' kin 
ask ' em any questions in a very low voice an ' dey ' ll tell yo ' eve r ' thing yo ' 
wanta know . 

( [ Tell me something ] for luck in get ting a j ob . )  
All right . Dere ' s  a thing call de wishin ' bean - yo ' ve heard o f ' em ,  yessub . 

Well , ah have s ome a t  home . Ah wish ah had brung some . 
Well , anyhow ,  dere ' s  a wishin ' be an dat mos ' o f  de places has dem .  I t ' s a 

lit tle b ean dat looks lak - looks somethin ' lak a peanut , de inside o f  de peanut , 
but i t ' s yellah . I t ' s  go t  a s traw-colo red shell on it , it ' s  soft , an ' inside de 
shell i s  a lot ta lit t le b i t  o f  s eeds lak guinea peppah . Yo ' know guinea peppah 
s eeds . I t ' s  got  lit tle s eeds in dere lak dat . 

Yo ' [ see p . 570 ] t ake one o f  dese wishin ' beans an ' put it in yore purse , any
whe re ' bout chew . Den befo ' yo ' g i t  to dis - befo ' yo '  go tuh dis place tub seek 
dis j ob ,  yo ' sweeten yo ' a li t tle glass o f  watah - very , very sweet . Po ' it in a 
little b ottle an ' befo ' yo ' leave yore home yo ' t ake a drink f rom dis b o t tle . 
Let it be b ig enough s o  dat yo ' kin take ab out two drinks o f  i t . Take a good 
drink of dis watah an ' yo ' spit it an ' go across [ it ]  tuh g o  out . Den when yo ' 
git to de office or place of  work where yo ' wanta wo rk , yo ' take anothah drink 
an '  yo ' spit i t  befo ' yo ' go tuh s ee de man , an ' yo ' put one dese wishin ' beans 
in yore mouth , an ' t ake a match s ti ck or toothp i ck or some thin ' dat chew kin keep 
in yore mouth , an ' whi le yo ' t alkin ' to him yo ' bite de bean . Be j is '  t alkin ' 
an ' bite it wit yore teeth , an ' yo ' do lak dis [ demons trates ] - lak dat . Yo ' ll 
git dat j ob . 

(You sp it out tho se little seeds . )  
Yessub . Yo ' ll gi t  de j ob all right . 
Yo ' kin t ake a person ' s hair - dat is  i f  yo ' wanta set ' em  crazy . Yo ' t ake a 

person ' s  hair an '  mix it wit de dir t  from a man dat chew know died crazy . Git de 
dirt from de g rave o f  a man dat died crazy , or a woman , an ' yo ' mix i t  - wrap it 
around wit dis hair an ' go to a tree an ' · bo '  a hole i� it , an' s ti ck di s hair in 
it an ' s top it up wit concre te . Dat tree will die an ' de peop le will los e  dere 
min ' . But dat ' s  a dirty triak - ah nevah do dat . 

If  a person has done a murder an '  yo ' kin find a t ree dat ' s  been s truck by 
lightnin ' ,  believe me , no matt ah how small de o ffense is , an '  i f  yo ' take dis an ' 

burn it  in a• s auce r whut ' s  b een - well , yo ' kin drop s ome blood in it . Yo ' burn 
dat in a saucer where dis b lood been in dis s aucer ,  if it ' s  nuthin but beef b lood 
or any kinda blood . Dat man ' ll git  t ime an ' no lawyer kin clear him . He cain ' t  
b e  saved . 

An '  anothah thing . Yo ' git a hat from de man dat done de killin ' , an ' t ake 
dat hat - but yo ' have tuh git a skull from a cemetery .  Yo ' kin easy g it dat 
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from dose sextons . An '  burn two b lack candles in dis hat . [ She demonst rates . ] 
Fo ' instance , dis is de hat an ' yo ' g it dis skull an ' yo '  set it  in de hat an ' 
yo ' burn dese two candles in dis pos ition , even i f  yo ' have tub pin ' em with a 
piece of wire - j is '  so dey are dis way . 

(So that they cross . )  
Yes suh .  Yo ' burn ' em in dat skull an '  light ' em at midnight . Dat man will 

come b ack an ' give himself u� . 
(Whose hat do you get ? ) 
The murderer ' s  hat . 
If  somebody has los t dey mind , fo ' ins t an ce ,  yo '  g it two bl ack chicken ' s  aigs 

an '  de person dat ' s  crazy , boil ' em in de re urine . Den yo '  take dose aigs aftah 
dey have b een boiled good an ' hard an ' yo ' pick a little hole wit a nail on de 
shell . Den yo '  f ind a red ants ' nes t an ' yo '  put do se two aigs in dis nes t  an ' 
cover it wit a tin can or somepin , or wit b rush or somepin so nobody won ' t  dis
turb i t . Wh en dose ants come dere an ' eat dat  aig , dat person ' s  mind will come 
back as cle ar as it  evah wus . Ah ' ve  had s everal cas es an ' gotten witness dat 
ah ' ve b rought through dat way . 

(Anybody who is that way , you have to take their urine ? ) 
Yes suh , an '  ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dey ' ll come back j es '  as normal as dey wus . 
Now , if  yo ' wanta person tub live bad - ah mean tuh aros s  a pers on house . Yo ' 

git chew a frog , one dose  ole warty things . An ' yo ' put dis person ' s  name in de 
frog ' s  mouth - ro ll his name . 

(How do you f ix that name ? ) 
Ro ll  his name - dat ' s  nine times . Anything yo ' wanta do dis ag reeable , it ' s  

nine . Any ole papah . Brown papah i f  yo ' want it . Jis ' stick dat in dat frog ' s  
mouth an ' t ie it s o  he cain ' t  spit it out . Take dat frog - but it take someb ody 
wit a strong arm though - an ' throw dat across dat person ' s  hous e an ' let dat 
frog fall on de o thah s ide . Don ' t kill him .  Jis ' let him go .  An '  dem peop le 
dey ' ll nevah have no luck , won ' t have any kind of a - ever ' time dey git money , 
it ' ll go  from ' em .  [ She demons trates . ]  Dey won ' t  be able tuh make two han ' s  
meet - dey ' ll git dis close an ' no further . An '  dey won ' t  s tay no one p lace . 
Dey ' ll move in an ' out an ' dey ' ll be  havin ' fus ses an ' f ight s an ' all kinds o f  
things . 

I f  a person is disagreeable an ' yo ' cain ' t git along wit ' em ,  yo ' want tuh git  
rid o f  ' em an ' let ' em g o  peaceably - yo '  know dose little tur tles dat yo ' ketch 
in ponds dey call s t inkpots , lit tle black turtles about dis big . [ I  mus t have 
shaken my he ad . ] Yo ' nevah seen dem? Yo ' have tuh go in a warm part . Well , 
roun ' heah yo ' kin find ' em during de - spring , de common lit t le ole b lack turtles . 
Dey not fit tuh eat . Dey come ' bout dis big an ' dey smell - got a mus ty smell . 

Yo ' ket ch one dos e turtles an ' t ake a kni fe an ' open de shell on his b ack ,  
an '  yo ' write dese peop le ' s  name on brown papah , common b rown papah wit de in
delible pencil - always with an indelible pencil , nine t imes . When yo ' want tuh 
do dis agreeable thing s yo ' have tuh us e i t- nine times . Den , yo ' j es '  raise  dat 
turtle b ack an ' push dat in his shell , an ' den turn h im  loose .  An '  yo ' talk 
about somebody havin ' a heck o f  a time . Dat ' s  dem . 

(What will that do - s end them away ? ) 
. Dey ' ll go away an ' dey ' ll be always dPqggin ' an ' driftin ' from one p lace tuh 

de othah - no aim in life , j es ' be nuthin , j es ' a failure . 
Well , now , S t . Raymond is fo ' widows , wimmins dat has no husb an ' .  On Thursday 

yo '  light a green candle tuh S t . Raymond an ' keep e ither three sprigs of  parsley 
or three sprigs of dis long fern - keep dat always undah his pit chure .  An '  de 
pitchure o f  himself , yo ' t ake a s ilver dime an ' paste  it  behin ' St . Raymond ' s  
pi tchure , an ' paste  a pie ce of pastebo ' d  or somethin ' be tween [behind ] de 
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pitchure an ' de dime . See . An '  hang dat p it chure an ' keep some thin ' green by 
him all de t ime , an ' yo ' ll nevah be without money . Absolutely . But dat ' s  fo ' 
s ingle wimmin . 

Lak it ' s somebody yo ' wanta  overcome . Well , yo ' use a red candle fo ' ' im ,  
too . An ' yo ' put his pitchure up an '  yo ' put de person ' s name in anything dat 
has color to it - somethin ' lak , because he has several colors to his garments , 
eithe r blue , green or red , or even yellow . Yo ' write dis person ' s name nine 
t imes . Now , dat ' s  someone yo ' wanta overcome in every way .  Yo ' put dat person ' s  
name down an ' yo ' put some whiskey , if  dey drink ; an ' if dey don ' t  drink , put 
wine . An ' den yo ' melt a lit tle b i t  o f  de wax tuh hold de candle , s ee ; den yo ' 
po ' dis wine around it an ' yo ' burn it . He ' ll nevah be able tuh overcome yo ' .  
No matter whut he tries he ' ll fail when i t  comes wit regard tuh de person dat ' s  
burnin '  dis candle . 

Fo ' work ,  fo ' cures an ' all dat kinda thing , yes indeed .  But yo ' kin go tuh 
church an ' do dat . Dere ' s  certain candles dat dey have , an ' yo ' kin j es ' make 
an ' o fferin ' an ' take de candle an ' make yore wish , an ' dat ' s  all dere is tuh 
dat . Dat ' s  Our Lady of  Perpetual Help , Our Lady o f  the Mirac ' lous Medal or  any 
o f  dose shrines . When ah go home ah ' ll send yo ' one . Ah have a prayer dat chew 
may copy for de purpose of all kinds of things . I f  someone dat is Catholic , � 
know , yo ' kin give it to dem an ' let dem make a copy of dis prayer . 

Wit cards ? Ah ' m  one dem o le time cunjures . Yessuh ,  ah kin take a ca ' d  - �· 
if yo ' have ca ' ds heah wit yo ' ,  ah kin show yo ' j is ' whut each ca ' d mean , an ' in 
case yo ' wanted tuh read anything - an ' dey don ' t  miss . Jis ' an ord ' nary deck o f  
ca ' ds .  Ah take 36 ca' ds outa d e  deck an ' ah show yo ' whut dey all mean an ' dey 
talk to yo ' j is '  lak a open book . 

(You spoke about the word conjure . Do people call it conj uration down here , 
mostly ,  or do they call it hoodoo ? )  

Hoodoo , down heah , but i t  means de same thing . 
(Do you do any o f  your work with an altar ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Tell me s omething about your work . )  
Well , fo ' ins tance j is ' whut ah spoke tuh yo ' ' bout . 
(Suppose I came around t o  your house and had some prob lem . How would you 

conduct my case when I came in to see you? ) 
Well , fo ' ins tance , i f  yo ' wanted tuh read , ah would read an ' see whut wus 

bes ' tuh be done . Den mah c a ' ds tell me whut ah should do . Den ah ' ll go tuh 
work an '  ah ' ll outline de cas e  o f  whut ah think is de bes ' thing tuh do an ' give 
yo '  advice . An '  den , if  yo ' satis fied with it  an ' de price of de wo rk , well den 
we go on further . Den ah ' l l  take yore case  an ' de people dat ' s  against yo ' or 
whatevah is bein '  done to yo ' ,  an ' things lak dat . 

Now dere ' s  a b ath dat chew kin give a person to uncross dem . 
Now , fo ' instance , if a person has been crossed , yo ' d  have tuh git  three 

diff ' rent watahs : dat is watah from de rivah , watah from a well , watah from a 
faucet or a hydrant o r  a spring . Yo ' mix dese three watahs t ogethah an ' dere ' s 
a leaf called de five-finger grass . Ah guess  yo ' know whut dat is . Yo ' make yo ' 
a tea of  dis an '  yo '  b lend it wit dese three watahs , an ' yo ' po ' a cup ful in de 
person ' s  bath watah togethah wit a spoonful of saltpeter , an ' believe me it will 
uncross ' em . • Dat ' 11 t ake all dat evilness ,  but he or she will have tuh take nine 
baths o f  it - j is '  bathe deyself  in i t .  

----

(Do they do that at any special time or on any special days ? ) 
Well , now , three days aftah de new moon is de bes t time tuh s t art dis . 
An '  anothah thing about gamb lin ' han 's , when yo ' make a gamb lin ' han ' always 

make it three days aftah de new moon fo ' othah people , an ' up until de full - dey 
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kin use it unt il de full , den when de moon goes on a wane , money hides itself . 
Dere ' s  no way fo ' t uh  - dere ain ' t nuthin much to it . 

(What do you mean money hides i tse �j? )  
Well , money ' s  hard tuh git at , tuh find . Yo ' ll f ind , even i f  yo ' - ah don ' t  

care if yo ' got , ah don ' t  care how much money , yo ' ll find out when dat moon is 
on de wane , yo ' won ' t git as much money as yo '  b een gittin '  during de time when 
it ' s  full or when it ' s  new . 

(How is the moon now? ) 
[ Good ques tion .  1 
De moon is full . She stay full three days . 
[ She could answer it ! ]  
(Do you wear any special cos tume ? ) 
No suh . 
( Some people do . )  
Aw , dat ' s  a lo tta hokus . 
(Well , now , what about the use o f  the altar? ) 
[ I  had de layed this  ques tion . ]  
Well , de altar , ah have mah s aints ' pitchure on it an ' de diff ' rent prob lems 

of de di ff ' rent cases of de people - well , ah use ' em in dif f ' rent b owls an ' 
thing s . 

(Do you do that whi le they are there or while they are gone? ) 
Oh ! While dere gone , be cause ah have people from all ovah de country - New 

Mexico . 
(Well , tell me something about the work that some of thes e  people do - this 

hokus-pokus work around here , you know . ) 
Oh , well , dey put on a lotta robes an ' diff ' rent things , crowns , an '  - it  

don ' t  mean a thing , not a thing . 
(Have you ever he ard that a person - that the re is a s ecret order here in 

Algiers for doing thi s  work , that one has to  b e  initia ted to get into i t ? )  
Ab solutely unt rue , an ' ah know whut ah 'm t alkin ' about , an ' anybody will tell 

yo ' dat . Co ' se dere ' s  lot ta people heah dat ' ll try tuh fake - j is '  fake . 
(The reason I ask this is , seve ral years ago a colored girl came down he re 

from New York and she wro te a book , and s ai d  . that there was a secret organization 
that they had to be init iated into - you fas ted and all that sort of thing . )  

Now , dose are supposed tuh be spiritua�ists . But dey come tuh me fo ' help .  
Ah dunno . 

(But do they go through any rites o f  any kind , ini tiation as far as you know? ) 
Ah nevah ' tended none of dere meetin ' s .  Now , dere ' s  a woman roun ' heah . 
( In Chicago? )  [ She made a trip to Chicago . ]  
Yes suh , from June tuh September o f  las t yeah . An '  all de peop le - ah go t  so 

many let tahs dat people wanted me tuh come dere . So ah went , mo ' as a vacat ion 
trip den anything e ls e . Well , de place where ah s topped , de lady said , tole de 
people , " De Madam ' s  heah . "  Dey call me de Madam , �. So dey came j is ' lak dat , 
yo '  know , an '  wh en she ' d  tell me , s omebody come - s ometime ah be in mah room 
readin ' or somethin ' , she say , " Somebody tuh see yo ' • " 

Well , ah g o  in de recept ion room an ' dey seem tuh expect me tuh come out wit 
ah dunno whut on . So actually ah have an ord ' nary - whatevah ah had on , a house
dres s  or some thin ' , so when ah came in , say ,  "How de do . "  

"Are yo ' de Madam? " 
Ah s ay ,  "Now , b ecus ah don ' t  come out heah wit mah face all s crewed up an '  mah 

eyes all bugged an ' a whole lotta moons an ' s tars all ovah mah place , ah guess  
yo ' think ah dunno whut ah ' m  doin ' .  

All right , now , someone ' s  burnin ' a candle , o r  yo ' think someone ' s  humin ' a 
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candle . Yo '  t ake a han ' chief , a or ' nary han ' chief an ' yo ' put common table s alt 
in dis han ' chie f . See , lak dis [ demonst rates ] . Now , dis is de han ' chief , an '  
yo ' put de t ab le s alt right along in dis way . Den yo ' dampen it wit or ' nary 
wat ah an ' tie it b ehin ' yore neck , t ie it wit de bow part tub de front an ' lie 
down . I f  de candle s t ill lit , it wi ll keep goin ' out - dey wouldn ' t  put it out , 
b ut dat wet s alt whut ' s  put t in ' dat out . 

(This handke rchie f ,  it is simply folded in a triangle as though you were 
making a bandage of it . )  

Dat ' s  it - simp le as dat . Da t wet s alt . 
Now , dat ' s  tuh make t rouble or keep a p erson in hot watah . Yo ' git  a dark red 

onion - dark , dark , red onion , an ' cut it up in s li ces so dat yo ' kin git it in 
a bot tle . Yo ' git whut dey call Foah Thieves Vinegah . Have yo ' heard o f  dat ?  
Yo ' po ' dis in dere an ' yo ' wri te dese peop le name . I f  it ' s  two peop le da t chew 
want a  fus s an ' fight [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' write one name dis way an ' one dat way ,  
one dis way an ' one dat way , until yo ' have it writ ten nine t imes each way . Den 
yo ' fold it from yo ' .  Drop it in dis bot tle an ' den yo ' put chure gunpowder , a 
teaspoonful o f  gunpowde r , an ' a teaspoonful o f  gPaveyaPd di Pt , an ' dog , yo ' know , 
manure - i f  yo ' kin git  bul ldog i t  de bes ' - an ' de hair from de b ack o f  a eat ' s  
ne ck . Yo ' know b ulldogs an '  cats canno t abide ea ch othah . Put dat down in de 
bot tle . An '  yo ' put cayenne peppah . An ' if  yo '  kin find de dirt where a boss , 
a man-bos s urinated on - if yo ' kin git dat somewhere - dat ' s  de meanes t thing 
in de world - yo ' put dat dirt , especially if  it ' s  already damp from de urine . 
Put dat in dat b ot tle an '  beef g all . Yo ' git b eef gall an '  put in dere an ' when 
yo ' want a see dem peop le fight , yo ' j es '  take dat b o ttle - it  have tub b e  a dark 
bot tle , dark b rown or b lack - an ' yo ' j es '  t ake dat b ottle an ' j es '  curse it fo ' 
ever ' thing yo ' kin think of an ' den throw it down on de flo ' an ' kick it 
[ demons t rates ] . 

(You shake it that way ? ) 
Yessuh ,  yo ' shake it dat way an ' den throw it on de flo ' an '  j es '  kick it -

boy ,  oh boy ,  troub le wit a capi tal T .  Dat ' s  ole- t ime aunjurin ' .  
Ah have he ard o f  ' em throwin ' powder into a pers on ' s  room through a reed- lak 

dat tuh make troub le . I t ' s  sech a thing as called WaP powdeP. Yo ' he ard of dat . 
Ah know how tub make it . 

(How is WaP poWdeP made by the way? ) 
[ SHE NOW TELL S HOW SHE MAKES WAR POWDER. ] 
Now , ah don ' t  know how de othah people make it , but ah know de kind ah us e 

how ah make it . Yo ' t ake red b eans an ' yo ' parch ' em until yo ' kin b eat ' em up 
to  a fine powder . Yo ' t ake de skin from peanut s ,  de red skin , an ' yo ' crush an ' 
mash dat up as fine as yo ' kin . Den yo ' parch peanut shells an ' make a powde r 
out of dat . Den yo ' git  gPaveyaPd dus t , dog manure - if  yo ' kin git two kind of 
dogs , so much de b e t t ah ,  but be shore an ' try tub gi t bul ldog . An '  yo ' b eat dat 
up fine , fine , fine . An '  den b lue s tone . An '  yo ' git cayenne peppah , black pep
pah an ' sulphur [ and ] s al t .  Den yo ' put dat toge thah an ' yo ' mix it good .  An ' 
i f  yo ' kin git someone dat ' s  real mean , yo ' kin put it undah dere hous e wit ' out 
knowledge . Put it in a tin can an ' someb ody dat ' s  fus sy an ' dis ag reeable , leave 
it undah dere hous e fo ' ab out three nights .  Den yo ' git it out from dere . An ' 
yo ' got somepin dere dat ' ll raise hell anywhere - absolutely . 

(That is maP pOWdeP? ) 
Yessuh , an ' it ' s  war , too . 
( In your opinion - a lot of these houses that s end out catalogs - sell s tuff . 

What is your opinion about them? Like these peop le up here in Memphis ? ) 
Oh yes , ah have a lot o f  dose things . S ir , ah don ' t believe - be caus e dey are 

afraid tuh trus t demselves . Well , ah not ice dey s ay it ' s  only sold as curios , so 
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if yo ' risk yore money , well ,  den yo ' j es '  out dat if it don ' t  wo rk . Dat ' s  de 
way ah feel about it - de Post Office authorities [ is why they do this ] . 

When yo ' wanta c�oss a woman so dat - lak i f  a man ' s  go t a wife an ' she runs 
aroun ' an ' he don ' t  want her tuh git , have no success with no o thah man .  Yo ' 
know dose - it ' s  a nas ty thing tub do , but chew know dose ole snails dat crawls 
aroun ' wit a kinda twis ted hous e on dey b ack? Well , he should take one of dose 
in his han ' when he go tuh bed wi t  her an ' he pats her right dere wit dis thing 
in his han ' an ' den git up an ' throw i t  in de toilet . An '  ah don ' t care whut 
kinda man she goes wi t ,  she won ' t  have no luck wit him .  She won ' t  be ab le tuh 
hold him an ' he won ' t  give her a darn thing ,  an ' she ' ll j is '  think she ' s  a curs e , 
wh ich she will be ; an ' dere ' s  nobody kin remove i t  from her , ' caus e he ' s  done dat 
wit dis nas ty thing . 

Yo ' mean lak if  he couldn ' t  go wit no o thah woman . Yes . Now , but he ' s  got ta 
be mighty clever , or have s omeone dat ' ll put him nex ' tub how tub find dis thing 
on dis woman , ' caus e she ' s  undoub tedly got it on her . An '  dat ' s  de one whut ah 
tellin ' yo ' ' bout dat unbleached cotton an ' wi t dis discharg e  on i t . Wel l ,  if  
he kin find dat now , he ' ll s earch her . She eithah got it aroun ' her waist  or  on 
her garter .  Den she could put it  in a bottle b u t  she ' d  have tuh lo ck i t  away so 
dat he wouldn ' t  hurt . 

(What does he do with that when he gets i t ? ) 
Take it away from her an ' burn i t  - des troy it . Dat ' s  all dere is to dat . 
Dat a thing dat chew be surpris ed , pure vanilla ; yo ' know vanilla dat chew put 

in cake , but it  have tub be pure vanilla . He ' ll take a teaspoon of  dat an '  about 
dis much watah , sweeten watah , fo ' ab out three days , an '  ah ' ll bet dhew yo ' kin 
hang a hat on it - dat ' s  if he ' s  not wo ' n  out . 

(His nature is restored? ) 
Yessuh .  
Now , i f  yo ' wanted tub make a man win any fight , lak i f  he ' s  a fighter o r  he ' s  

subj ect tuh git into a fight . Ah don ' t mean a prize fighter , b ut a man dat ' s  
j es ' a b ad man an ' laks tub fight .  He ' ll git  a b at ,  ke tch a b at - ord ' nary ole 
nas ty b at .  Kill him .  Git his heart an ' s tring it on a red-silk string ,  some 
kind strong silk thread . Tie it on his right arm an ' ever ' body he hi t w ill go 
down - abso lutely , yessuh .  

Now ,  fo ' whut we call b lack magic , yo '  kin take a bat heart an '  de hair from 
a b lack cat an '  de hear t of a j et b lack roos ter , his heart , an ' yo ' put ' em to
ge thah . An '  now anybody dat chew want to lis ten to yo ' - lak if yo ' in a lodge 
room an ' yo ' wan t ' em tub lis ten to yo ' ,  dey ' ll pay attention tuh yo ' an ' dey 
won ' t pay any attention to anybody else , ' cause yo ' got whut de call black mag i c .  
Dat ' s  black magic al l right . Yo ' have dat o n  yo ' but yo ' have it dried , an '  yo ' 
kin sew it int o  a b ag an ' wear it in yore left pocket . 

Tub make two lovers separate . I f  dey very lovin ' an '  yo ' wanta b reak up dis 
marriage or  dey goin ' tub be marrie d ,  take a li ttle vas eline j ar or any j ar wit 
a s crew top an ' write des e  people name nine t imes , de two of ' em .  But , if yo ' 
want de man tub come out ahead , wri te him on top ; i f  i t ' s  de woman , write de 
woman on top . But write ' em across each othah . Put ' em down in dis j ar wit a 
yo ' evah seen a wasp ' s  nes t?  Take dis wasp nes t  an ' put it  in a oven or some
whe re so it dries until yo ' kin mash i t , an ' yo ' kin powder it . Den yo ' put dis 
in- dat bot tle togethah wit some of dis Po ' Thieves Vinegah an ' beef gaJl an ' 
cayenne peppah an ' dirt dauber nes t , an ' yo ' put dat on top of a shed where de 
sun wi ll shine on it  hot - j es ' let dat ho t sun shine on it  dere . An '  b aby ! Yo ' 
talkin ' ab out a argument . 

Den agin yo ' kin t ake blue in ' , common ord ' nary laundry blue . Yo ' write dese 
people name agin nine t ime - dat ' s j is '  diff ' rent methods - an '  yo ' put it  in a 



1514 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

can , a tin can wi t a tigh t  cover . 
evenin ' ,  start dat pot tuh boi lin ' 
It ' s  usually done when de man ' s at 
yo ' • 

Put dis in a pot an ' at six a ' clock in de 
an '  de mo ' she boil , de mo ' dey ' ll raise hell . 
home . Fuss , fight , s eparate - ah ' m  tellin ' 

Den agin , lak if  yore mothah-in-law or s ome yore husban ' s  in-laws - yo ' cain ' t  
git  ' long wi t ' em .  Dey ' ll meddle in yore bus iRes s .  Dey ' ll fuss an '  make trouble 
wit yore husb an ' .  Take yo '  ord ' nary t able s alt an '  a tin can wi t a tight cove r .  
Yo ' fill dat can hal f fulla salt an ' write dis meddler ' s  name s even t imes on dis 
parchment papah . Put it in de can an ' fill de can up wit s alt an ' set it some
where where it ' ll stay dry . Yo ' nevah have no mo ' troub le wit her .  She ' ll send 
' em out . An '  whatevah she sees i t ' s  none of her min ' , she ain ' t gonna b other . 

Somebody dat chew wanta make troub le fo ' , or s omeb ody yo ' wanta send away , 
somebody dat chew want a j es '  git ' em out de pitchure altogether . Write dere 
name nine t imes an '  take a co conut an ' git all de milk out o f  it an ' yo ' stick 
dis name in dere . An '  yo ' git  nine tacks , nine nails an ' nine needles , nine 
pins , nine phonograph needles if yo ' kin find ' em .  Put dat all down in dere . 
An '  yo ' put all de dirt an ' filth dat yo ' kin think of - yor ' n , dogs , chickens , 
an ' beef g all an '  cayenne pepp ah , b lack peppah an '  gunpowder , b lues tone , an ' any 
kinda thing dat chew know is b ad .  Stick it  down in dere an ' s top dat up wit a 
good tight s topper . Throw it in de rivah . Bad l Oh bad l Ah hope nobody do me 
that away . Ah hope not . 

Now , yo ' wanta git somebody disgus ted wit a person ; dey won ' t be bother wi t 
' em at all . Jis ' split d at lemon leng thwise , write dat name nine times an '  junk 
it in dis lemon an '  tie it back an '  fo ' th across dat way wit coarse b lack thread , 
heavy No . 8 b lack thread . Put dat somewhere an ' let it  dry up . He won ' t  git  
along , not by a jugfuZ . Dey ' ll git  s o  dey ' ll gradually fo ' git each o thah ; no 
mat t ah  how much dey love , dat love will die when dat lemon dries up . 

But it has tuh be a dark red onion . Yo ' put dese peop le name in de onion j is '  
lak yo ' would dis apple whut ah tole yo ' about ,  an ' yo ' set a b lack candle in it  
an' dem fo lks wi ll stay in tears - firs t one thing an ' den anothah will keep dem 
cryin ' . Dat onion is tuh make tears an ' de b lack candle is tuh make things da ' k  
fo ' ' em .  

(The Wonder of the WorZd? ) 
I t ' s  a roo t ,  an ' it ' s  powdered . Now , dat ' s - yo '  put 

A GAMBLIN ' HAN ' IS ONE THING AN 1 A LUCK HAN ' IS ANOTHAH . 
eye of an eagle an ' de teeth of a shark , things lak dat . 
' spose . 

dat in Zuak hands . Now , 
A gamb Zin ' han ' has de 
Yo ' know about i t , ah 

An '  dey have magne tic s and ,  gold an ' s ilve r an ' qui cksilver , an ' dey h ave a 
piece of  money o r  a coin - a small co in in dere . 

[NOW SHE GIVES AN EXCELLENT ACCOUNT OF HOW SHE MAKES A GAMBLING HAND ; ALSO HOW 
TO TAKE CARE OF IT . ]  

Wel l ,  ah make gamb Zin ' han 's wi t nutmegs ,  b ut i t  has tuh be perfec ' , perfec ' ly 
roun ' .  Ah put de qui cks ilver in de nutmeg an ' ah seal it wit adhesive tape . Den 
ah puts dat in de b ag an ' ah put de eye of de eagle an '  de tooth o f  a shark -
things lak dat . 

(Give me the whole lis t . ) 
Fo ' de g�Zin ' han ' ?  De nutmeg , perfec ' ly round . Yo ' bo ' a hole in it wi t 

de ice pick or s ome sharp ins trument an ' yo ' po ' dis quicksilver in it . Yo ' have 
tuh be very care ful ' caus e it will run ou t .  Den yo ' s eal it wit adhes ive - s eal 
it dis way an ' dat way [making a cross ] . An ' yo ' put dat in a bag yo ' have al
ready made of shammy - de b ag is already made . Yo ' inj ect dis nutmeg in de bag 
an ' den yo ' put chure eagle eye an ' de teeth of  a shark an ' yore s tee Z  dus t , a 
piece of lodes tone an '  a pinch - well , a good p inch o f  cinnamon . An '  yo ' sew dat 
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up an ' yo ' dress dat wi t de three oils , which is de green-luck o il , oil of cinna
mon , an '  oil of cloves . [See THREE OILS , p . 65 2 . ]  Yo ' use dat as a dressin ' .  
Yo ' put seven drops of dis thing an '  let de party rub dey han ' s .  

Now , dis thing is no t tuh be used when a man is goin ' tuh b ed with a woman .  
Always t ake it o ff an ' wear it in de left-hand pocket , an '  de firs t money dey 
win - lak if dey win a guarter , put it right ' side [bes ide ] dat . An ' de firs t 
dollah yo ' lo se , yo ' supposed tuh s top an ' let it res t - j es '  go on an '  maybe 
s tay off  an '  hour or so . But three days aftah de new moon is de bes t  time tuh 
ope rate dis thing up until de full . When de moon is go in ' b ack ,  pu t chure s tuff 
away an ' come out agin . 

( Is that b ag supposed to b e  any color or any material? Any spe cial material? ) 
Nuthin but shammy skin . 
(Now what abou t that luok bag? ) 
Well ,  de luok bag yo ' j es ' put , say fo ' ins tance , wishin ' beans an '  powdered 

John de Conker root ,  powdered Wonder of de World roo t , love powder an '  do se five
finger grass - j is '  a little o f  it , not much - an ' parsley root , dried pars ley 
roo t .  Sew dat up . I t ' ll bring yo ' luck wit de friends - j is '  g eneral luck , 
yessuh .  

(You s ay that was the way you made your gamb ling hand. Other people naturally 
have di fferent ways o f  making them? ) 

Oh sho ' . 
(End of  1582 . This woman is Madam 0 .  Lindsey o f  Algiers , Louisiana . I have 

her [bus ines s ]  card . )  

DOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK 

(DO THEY TELL YOU THEIR DIFFICULTIES • • • •  ) 
NO� I TELL THEM • • • •  

(THEY JUST COME IN AND THEY DON 'T SAY ANYTHING • • • • ) 
I JUST TELL THEM WHAT THEY WANT WHEN THEY COME IN 

COURSE THERE ARE THREE BETTER� THREE GREATER THAN I AM 

NORFOLK ,  VIRGINIA 

[Here is one of tho se little b laak Buzzards pretending to be the fabulous 
Dootor Buz zard himself (p . l417 , line 2 ) . He , in formant 464 , also makes one o f  
those great entrances mentioned in the INTRODUCT ION - enters , s ays nothing , walks 
up to his side of the interviewing tab le , and then blows flames of fire out of  
his mouth at me . A note o f  mine reads , "Wore a beret - a queer bird ! "  Anothe r 
note o f  mine reports : "Thursday , June 10 , 1937 - No . 464 - Doator J . D .  Buzzard 
[ or]  Dootor Alayoon Buz zard - 800 Lincoln St . , Norfo lk" - Nwnbers Book 442-621 . 
Dootor Buzzard 's consultat ion technique will be found on pp . 307-321 , especially 
margin title , YOU DON ' T  HAVE TO TELL ME ,  p . 316f . S ince o f fice hours kept him 
from staying very long ( ! ) , h is material is on cylinders 453 : 6-456 : 12 . ]  • 

(My man [ cont act man Carter]  was telling me that you have a very nice o ffice . ) 
I h ave . 
(Well , when these people come in - go to you - do they te ll you their diffi

cul ties and you help them? ) 
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No , I tell them . 
(Oh , you te ll them . I see , they j us t  come in and they don ' t  say anything . )  
Don ' t  say anything . I j us t  tell them what they want when they come in . 
(And then you know j us t  how to take care of  each cas e , what t o  give in each 

particular case . ) 
Absolut ely . 
(Do you have special o f f i ce hours or? ) 
Nine to eleven - two to five . But today , on account o f  i t  being Thursday , the 

[ S ometh ing ] Street o ffices are close d  af ter twelve o ' clock , so I got  to  get  there 
and tell the peop le ' fore twelve o ' clock . 

( Do you make any medicines ? )  
I do . I make a tonic for the body functions - digestion , digest all into 

body . Goes to the liver , the kidneys , the bladder , your s t omach , your blood and 
your bowels - to eradicate cons tipation . And also make a wine tonic medicine -
a very good medicine t o  bring you vitality . You know , medicine is on the form of 
vit amin A and vitamin B - registered in New York City under seal No . 7393 , passed 
the Pure Food and Drug Law o f  June 6 , 1906 . 

Course there are three bette r ,  three greater than I am - that Aunt Carolina 
Dyer . 

[ For Carol ine Dyer ,  see MADAM COLLINS o f  Memphis ,  p . l023 , lines 3l f . ] 
(Where does she live ? Dial? ) 
Dayer . She ' s  in Algiers - the ruling queen o f  our class . 
(Where do es she l ive ? )  
Algiers . That ' s  where we wi ll ho ld our convention . 
( Suppose a f el low is going out to get a j ob . I s  th ere anything he can do 

especially to get a j ob ? )  
Lodestone is one o f  the b es t things  - and Adam- and-Eve . He c an  carry i t  in 

his pocket . 
(When you make gamb ling hands ? )  
[ You t ake ] lodes tone , one s ilver dime ,  High John the Conque � ,  Adam- and Eve , 

anvi l dus t and nine Vic trola needles . Then keep it  soaked in HeaPts Cologne and 
don ' t  let nob ody touch it . Keep it in your own pocke t where you have your money 
you gamb le with . You don ' t ever us e quicks ilver [ t in foil or s crap ings from 
mirror back ] in there . 

Carry the righ t hand lit tle finger in their pocket . 
(Oh , the l it tle finger o f  the right hand . )  
Lit tl e  finger bone . 
(We ll , what can you do with that particular b one? ) 
That bone is a bone to keep evil spirits away - so they claim . Now get this , 

I 'm making it  plain now - so they claim . Now ,  I ' ve had contact with dif ferent 
places and I - I '  11 make i t , "So the rest claim , no t me . "  Be cause if I can ' t  be 
righ t , unders tand , I don ' t  want to talk with you at al l .  What they claim , not 
me . 

(Well , what do they claim ?  What ab out it ? )  
Claim it will keep evil spirits away , remove your enemies and b ring bet ter 

conditions t o  your environment .  
When a bah: is coming up in a lot o f these countries , there ' s  a snake will 

always come where that b aby at . And as long as that b aby p lays wi th that snake 
that snake will not unharm [harm ]  the baby , you eithe r . But if anything kil l  
that snake , he ' s liab le t o  call the undertaker fo r the b aby . 

(The b aby wi ll die , t oo . )  
[This snake and baby superstition is usually connected with food , especial ly 

mi lk - see FACI , 2ed . , pp . 62-63 , Nos . 15 7 1-1 5 7 2 . ]  



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witch craft - Roo twork - 1517 

[How do you]  (keep the law from the ho use? )  
That ' s easy - 35 cent s , that ' s  what it cos t .  I t ' s  easy to collect $50 for 

that . Go to the drug s tore and get a bottl e  of  rhubarb [ liquid preparation ] . 
Go to your kitchen and get b icarbonate of soda , which is no thing but plain baking 
soda . T ake the b ot tle o f  rhubarb and plain b aking soda and ten dimes and cuss 
God with them and read John 3 : 16 [ " For God so loved the world , that he gave his 
only bego t ten son • • • •  " ] . And j us t  take the [b lessed ] water and sprinkle it in 
your front doo r  and b ack door , and the law can ' t  come in . 

( That actual ly will work . ) 
Actually works . 
(That you ' d  get a small fine , or get o f f , anything o f  that sort? ) 
Ain ' t no fines in anything what I us e - walk in and walk out . I use Adam-and

Eve - Husom and Bousum . 
-(What ? )  

Hus om and Bousum - hang ' em and st rangle ' em  and master ' em - put ' em in a 
pouch with nine needles and nine pins and Black Eagle - that ' s  lodestone . Keep 
it  in your pocket and no j udge can sentence you .  

DRUGGED DOCTOR 

YO ' HA VE A SILENT FRIEND WHO WILL RAISE DE SPIRITS • • • •  
IT 'S A NARCOTIC - YO ' KIN OPEN DAT UP 

NOW DIS THING DAT SMELL LAK DAT 
DAT 'S [NICODEMUS] AN ' PERFUME [AND] BRIMSTONE 

AN ' YO ' OPEN DAT [BOTTLE ] IN DE AIR AN ' 
[IF YO ' ]  KNOWS DE WORD TO CONSECRATE FO ' DE SPIRITS 

[THEY] GIT ROUN ' JES ' LAK LITTLE CHICKENS GO ROUN ' YORE FEET 

FAYETTEVILLE , NORTH CAROLINA 

[ "I am letting this woman ( informant 1448) go for the moment b ecause there is 
a special hoodoo man j us t  come that I want to talk to - I am afraid h e  might 
leave . I ' ll talk to her later . "  This trans cribed comment o f  mine made to the 
Telediphone between her dep arture and his entry will be found under her text 
"photo " or " love , "  which in the final trans cript ion-manus cript will be stap led 
to the first page o f  hi s material . My immediate j udgment of  the man ( informant 
1449) after he le ft and be fore the woman re turned will be found in my concluding 
conunent - "a little bit  difficult . "  No troub le . I never had any troub le with 
any of my informants . Not until later , while playing his cylinders , did I under
stand the difficulty .  This man , b efore coming t o  see me , had t aken a long in
halation o f  Nicodemus , a bottle preparat ion o f  his own concoction - his special 
fet ish . He will tell you about it . His dead-raising or spirit-raising bot tle 
he did not have with him . The material is on cylinders Cl045 : 8-Cl048 : 10 = 2526-
2529 . ]  

• 

Heah j es ' a few days ago dere ' s  a bootleggah down de s tree t an ' he an '  me had 
a word , an ' ah tell him - see , on mah trips , yo ' know ah 'm  a salesman an '  ah 
travels to do mah work . 

He s ays , "Doc , "  he says , "ah ' ve a friend livin ' nex ' do ' , " he s ay ,  "he don ' t  
buy no whiskey from me . "  He s ays , "He g it tin ' into mah bus iness ,  trying to sic 
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de law , "  s ays ,  "ah want him tub quit i t . " 
Ah s ay ,  "Ah ' ll see yo ' tomorrah night ' tween ten an ' ' leven a ' clock . " 
He s ays , "All right , ah ' ll come ' long . "  
Ah got dere roun ' quarter tuh ' leven an ' ah goes in an ' qui t e  natural ah took 

a lil drink . He s ay ,  "Come , Doc , "  s ay ,  "yo ' want a lil drink? " 
S ay ,  "Yes sub . "  
He s ay ,  "Ah won ' [want] come wid chew , Do c . " 
S ay ,  "Yo ' kin come wi t me" - out de graveyard . I t  wus j es '  halfa quarter [ o f 

a mile ] ,  hal fa quarter from de house . Ah goes on down dere .  I t  wus j es ' � 
days ' fore moon quarters de firs t  time . Ah went dere ' tween ' leven an ' twelve 
' clo ck Friday night an '  dey moved at one Saturday . 

(How do you handle that s tuf f?  What did you do? Did you sprinkle i t  around 
the house or what ? )  

Ah g o  dere an ' pay de dead an ' tell ' em whut ah want ' em tub do , an ' sometime 
ah take it an ' put i t  right down opposite dey do - j es ' only whut kinda humor 
ah ' m in . 

(Well , what could you do in a case like that? ) 
When ah tell de daid , ah ' ll dig a hole - if ah wanta move a person an ' move 

' em in a hurry , ah go halfways de grave . Ah nevah run mah han ' under r ight deep 
in dere ' cause i f  ah does ,  s ee i t ' ll stop dere an ' cause pains in yore arms . 

( I f  you stop around the wris t , i t  will cause pains in your arms . )  
Yo ' got ta go beyond dat wris t .  Well , ah carry three cents there to a fellah 

ah know . Ah tell ' im , ah s ays , " So-an ' -so-an ' -so , ah ' m  p ayin ' tub move So-an ' 
so . "  An ' when ah done dat , ah ' 11 lay dat three cents heah an '  g it up an ' take 
de dirt , j es '  enough dirt in mah fingers , ab out a teaspoonful . An '  i f  ah don ' t  
git to his hous e , if ah 'm  out from his house an '  kin s ee it , why ah ' ll move ' em .  

(Well , how can you move them th at far away ? )  
Jes ' take dat 'mount o f  dirt dat ah got an ' j es '  pit ch i t  in dat direction . 
( Do you make any wishes or do anything ? )  
Yes , dat j es ' what ah said - tell him ah want him tub move Thus-an ' -so , "He ' s  

a enemy an ' ah wants peace between him an '  So-an ' -so . " P rob ' b ly dey livin ' nex ' 
do ' . 

I f  a man goin ' be t ried fo ' firs t degree murdah fo ' de ' lectri c  chair an ' ah 
finds dat ' s  whut dey ' s  goin ' do , ah ' ll guarantee him dat ah kin break de cas e . 

(What do you do in a case like that ? )  
Ah kin git - ah work dat fo ' o r  five dif f ' rent ways . Ah ' ll git  me a do zen 

aigs fo ' dese twelve j urors , an ' ah ' ll j es '  git aig fo ' every one j urors whut 
goin ' sittin ' in co ' t .  Dey got a man dere an ' dey ' s goin ' try to ' fo ' yo ' life 
an ' put chew ' way for life . Ah ' ll git me twelve aigs an ' ah ' ll j es '  name dem 
every j urors an '  ah ' 11 place ' em  in de g rave . 

(What do you do with thos e names ? ) 
Writ e ' em on do se aigs . 
(What do you do with those eggs then ? )  
Ah ' ll place ' em  in a grave - place ' em  from d e  foot to de haid ,  an '  d e  j udge ' s  

name ah ' ll put to dat foot an ' de solicitor right next to him .  An ' den i f  he 
convict de man , he won ' t be able tub git out de co ' t .  

(You j us t  bury those eggs all along from the head to the foot o f  the grave ? ) 
Yessuh . [ Bemons trates . ]  Dis is de foo t heah - s tart heah , j es '  a sp ace far 

' nuff to keep ' em from t ouchin ' ' em  [one another] , unt il ah git  dat dus t . Ah go 
on away an' fo ' git it . 

(That is all you have to do? That is very s imple . )  
Yes . 
Ah won ' t  tell a man whut ah 've heard ; ah gen ' rally tells a man whut ah ' ve 
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experienced . Ah know it works . Ah g o t  three b o t tles fixed up wit Ad�an ' -Eve , 
whi skey on ' em - dat ' s  de quickes t .  

( I s  this a cour t case? How do you do that ? )  
Yo ' concencrate [ cons ecrate - see later ] . Yo ' take that Eve-an '-Adam [ s ame as 

Adam-an ' -Eve ] an ' yo ' open each b o t tle of it an '  po ' s  a drop or two in yore han ' 
out a  Eve an ' one out a Adam an ' yo ' dress yo ' self . I f  yo ' wo rkin ' wi t a man , � 
tell Eve whu t  tuh do . I f  yo ' want a turn a man roun ' tuh s top him from doin ' any
thing , yo ' tell , s ays , "Eve , turn dat man . "  Ah kin take a man i f  he s tart tuh go 
[�] up de s t reet - ah tell ' em shoo t a man , i f  ah g i t  hol t dat - ah ' ll stop 

him ' fo re he gi t closer . [ I ) s ays Eve kin turn a man , So-an ' -so aroun ' . I f  it ' s  
a woman [you are working with , you tell Adam ] , "Ad am ,  yo ' turn So-an ' -so aroun ' . "  
Ah want chew tub do thus-an ' -so . [ For the identity o f  Adam- and-Eve , see p . 410 , 
No . 109 2 . ]  Well , yo ' us e consecration . Den yo ' go through a portion o f  de Six 
an ' Seven Books of Moses , as s ort o f  a friend . Yo ' talk to it lak a s ilent 
f riend . In o the r  words , yo ' have a si lent friend who will raise de spirits , 
raise de dead spirit s . Well , yo ' go through a per formance wi t dem . Quite 
na tural when yo ' git to us in ' dem , de spiri ts comin ' .  

Ah have somethin ' heah an ' ah have a whi te friend in dis town dat i t  cos t him 
three thous and dol lahs , but he didn ' t  knowed d at he let me have it . 

(Why? ) 
I t ' s a narcot ic . Yo ' kin open dat up . Now , dis thing dat smel l  lak dat -

dat ' s  [Nicodemus ] an '  per fume [ and ]  b rims tone . An '  yo ' open dat [ b o t tle ] in de 
ai r an ' [ i f  you ]  knows de wo rd to cons e crate fo ' d e  spirit s  [ they] g i t  roun ' j es ' 
lak li t t le chi cken go roun ' yore fee t . 

(What did � s ay that was named now? ) 
Dat ' s  Niao us [name o f  bot tle and content s ,  name o f  the fe tish . ] 
[My machine was s topp ed . I was finding the man difficult . We begin again in 

my e f fort to learn the cont ent s  o f  the bot tle . ] 
( And b rims tone ? ) 
An '  liquid me rcury , [ some thing ? ] an '  op ium . 
( I s  that all you do , g e t  the smell o f  i t ? ) 
Jes ' sme ll dat , yo ' know , i f  yo ' git tin ' out do in ' a j ob j es '  open it up . I f  

yo ' had a fo cal g las s [magni fying g l as s ] ,  yo ' could see in i t , open it out , an '  
let de smoke come circulin ' [ circling ] . An '  when yo ' open d at up , i f  yo ' open 
dat up in de co ' thous e ,  dey can ' t  do nuthin - everybody g i t ' s  ti cklin ' an ' s t arts 
fuss in ' . 

[ We may s afely doub t  " in de co ' thous e • • • eve rybody g its ticklin ' an ' s t arts 
fuss in ' . "  But , was this hi s own reaction after inhaling from the b o t tle? Moody ? 
"Di fficult " ?  While working with graveya.Pd dirt he admits it depended on "what 
kinda humor ah 'm in . "  He also s ays , "You know ah ' m  a salesman an '  ah travels to 
do mah work . " What di d he s ell? I failed to ask . Those words na.Paoti a and 
opium mus t have advised caut ion .  I t  is unfo r tunate I am unab le to find all my 
note s . ]  

Now to get b ack to that Adam-and-Eve roo t  in those bot tles , where do you ge t 
those roots ? )  

Ah git ' em  out de woods . 
(And what do you do then , j us t  put them in the three bot tles ? )  

• Ah t akes Eve - yo '  know Ad am is de top one . Ah t ake Adam an ' put i t  in a 
bot tle t o  itself an ' t ake Eve an ' put it in a b o ttle to itself . Ah us e s ix ounce 
bot tles . Well , ah fill ' em  no t near full wi t each one o f  ' em - put each one o f  
them b y  thems elves . That ' s fo ' workin ' lawsuits o r  doin ' mean things to ' em - i f  
a man ' s  wi fe is gone or somepin , or he ' s g i t tin ' ' long b ad in his home . 

Ah t ake Eve-an '-Adam , b o th toge ther , an ' put them in a b o t t le toge ther wi t 
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some whiskey an '  some co logne . It [ s ome book ? ] j es '  call fo ' yo ' tub open dat 
bot tle up , j es '  lak ah said , an '  put a drop or two in yore han '  an' rub an ' dPess 
yo ' self an ' call fo ' whut chew want . An ' i t ' s  done . 

(That Eve - and-Adam when you do that in a court case , what kind o f  liquid do 
you put in that bottle? ) 

Wh iskey an '  cologne . Yo ' kin use Hearts or use lab e l  Cashmere . 
(Well , why is Adam on the t op ? )  
See , he ' s  de man , he ' s  head . 
[ While machine ' s  o f f  I ask about bring ing back a person . ]  
[ Do it with the pocke t han ' chie f ]  or make de woman come back to de man , or 

e lse ah take a aig an ' do it . 
(Well , how do you do it with the pocket handkerchief ? )  
Ah ' l l tie a kno t in three corners o f  i t  an '  leave de o thah one f o ' ' ern tuh git 

out . Do dat ' bout exac tly ten a ' clo ck - see , ten ' clock rules de day - an ' ah 
Cill ' em three t ime s  an ' wave dat han ' ch ief . Ah don ' t  care where he is , he come . 

(How do you wave tha t handkerchief ? )  
[Re demons trates and s ays I ]  call , "So-an ' -so , So-an ' -so , come on horne , "  three 

t imes . 
(You wave the handke r chief b ack toward you . ) 

Yes , bring it to yo ' .  
(Wel l , how do you us e the chi cken egg ? You [ s aid you ] us ually s end them away 

with the chicken eg g . )  
Yo ' send ' em away an ' b ring dern b ack , too . Take a aig an '  writ e  his name , i f  

a woman ' s  husb an ' le f t  - wri te h i s  name . Write her name on top , j o in ' ' em to
g e thah . 

(Wh at do you mean j oin them toge ther? ) 
S ee , j es ' lak p lacin ' i t , wri t in '  i t  o f f  an ' piece i t  j es '  lak ah wus g oin ' 

writ e John Rogers . I j es '  write john for John an ' rogers [ fo r  Rogers ] an '  j es '  
have i t  all t ogethah [ j ohnrogers ] un t il ah g i t  roun ' dat egg an ' j oin dem names , 
an ' put her name on top an ' his ' n  on de b o ttom , an ' dig a hole j es ' deep enough 
fo ' tub hide de aig . Put it down dere . An '  he cornin ' b a ck i f  he ain ' t  g o t  
nuthin , o r  i f  he ' s  go t anything he ' s  comin ' . 

(You wouldn ' t  make any wishes or anything for him to come back? ) 
Yo ' kin j es ' s ays ,  when yo ' put it down dere , says , " S o-an '  -so , ah want chew 

tub bring So-an ' -so home . "  Dat ' s  all dat neces s ary . P ut dat down dere on de 
young moon . 

(What do they s ay ab out the fo rks of the road? ) 
Wel l , whatevah yo ' wan ta do , yo ' go to de fo ' ks o f  de road f o ' nine rnawnin ' s  

or nine nigh t s , an ' de ninth night chew go dere , yo ' ll mee t s omebody dere , an ' 
dey ' ll te ll yo ' i f  yo '  don ' t  know exactly whut tub do an ' how tub do i t . 

Well , yo ' kin t ake nine needles an '  a cork s toppah an ' s ti ck i t  in de re wit 
her h air an ' t ake an ' throw dat away . I t wi l l  run dem crazy . 

(You t ake s ome hair and put it in this b o t tle and put nine needles in i t ? ) 
Yes s uh , an ' a pie ce o f dat co rk . 
(A piece o f  cork in the b o t t le . Then what do you do with the b o t t le ? ) 

Throw it in runnin ' watah . 
( Don ' t you s top the bot tle up or anything ?  You put another cork in it ? )  
Yes . • 
(Why do you take tha t piece o f  cork an d  put i t  in the b o t tle? ) 
Why dat ' s tub s tick de needles in , dey g o t t a  b e  s tationary , so dey won ' t  be 

' s turbed . I t  j es '  lak wire , see , if yo '  put ' ern  all toge thah , yo ' done g i t  
somepin b urnt up , b ut yo ' won ' t g i t  any circuit . [ Any touching o f  two or mo re 
needle s would create an elec tric circui t ? ] 
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(You won ' t  get a circuit . You j us t  get a small cork and put these nine 
needles in it so they won ' t  touch . Then you drop this small cork into the 
large-neck bottle , then cork that with another cork and go to running water . )  

From de toe t o  de heel . 
(The foo t  track you mean . ) 
Carry it on de right foot forward from de heel to de toe an ' de left foo t  

from d e  t oe t o  d e  hee l .  
(What d o  you d o  with that dirt then? ) 
Well ,  it j es '  depends on whut chew wanta do wi th it . I f  yo ' wanta run some

body off , well , den yo ' kin take yo ' a piece of shingle an ' trim it in de shape ,  
lak dey used tuh make headbo ' ds an '  footbo ' ds fo ' graves , an '  take i t  on dere . 
Put chew j es '  a lil bit of gunpowder with i t , put dat with it  an '  s tart it out 
on de watah floatin ' an ' le t dat burn till it s trike dere an ' it will explode .  
An ' dat ' s  de end o f  him .  

(You s tart thi s on fire , with the foot track? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Well , now , what else do they do with that , with that s ame thing ? Can they 

reverse it any way? Can they do anything e lse  wi th that s tuff ? )  
Oh , yo ' kin take dat same track an ' bo ' a hole in a t ree  an ' s top i t  up . 
(The s ame both tracks ? )  
De same both tracks or one o f  ' em . I f  yo ' wanta keep a man in hard luck ,  j es '  

keep him . 
(You t ake this foo t  track and put it  in the tree , you say? )  
Bo ' a ho le in de tree an ' s top it up , j es ' lak yo ' kin a person ' s  hair .  Yo ' 

kin t ake a person ' s  hair an ' i f  yo ' don ' t b o ' a hole , take [ a ]  fo ' cornered  nail 
[ a  square nai l ]  an ' git  nine s trands of hair an ' j es '  git  close enough to it an ' 
place dat nail an ' j es '  drive i t  in dere ,  drive dat nail  all de way up , an '  in 
thirty days he ' ll be crazy as a bedbug . 

(Jus t drive i t  into any tree ? ) 
Any tree . 
(When you put that foo t  t rack into the tree , what does that do to the fel low ? )  
I t ' ll s top ' em [ him] from doin '  any mo ' good - one o f  ' em - if yo ' put both of 

dem de re it  will kill ' im . 
(You put one in and he would be what? ) 
He be j es '  whut yo ' says - a fellah goin ' from p lace to place , cain ' t  do no 

goo d ,  git nuthin s tarted . 
(Just no good , wandering around . )  
[ I t , urine ] kin cure a fellow if  he ' s  wit ch [wi tahed or bewi t ched ]  - got a 

spell put on him by wit chcraft . Yo ' let him bathe wit i t , i t ' ll do way wit it . 
If  yo ' want tuh kill  ' im , yo ' take an ' s top i t  up in a bot tle an ' put i t  in de 
hearth . 

(How would you cure thi s  fellow wi th this witchcraft urine? ) 
Bathe with i t . Jes '  take a rag j es '  lak yo ' goin ' take a watah bath , i f  yo ' 

got a spell on yo ' or somepin 'bou t  chure haid or yo ' don ' t  [ know what it  is ] , 
j es '  take an ' bathe all ovah . I f  yo ' ain ' t go t ' nuf f o f  it , j es ' carry dat rag 
all ovah yo ' an t hit will  relieve it - long as yo ' ain ' t got nuthin in yo ' .  But 
if �o ' go t somepin in yo ' ,  why den yo ' go tta pu t somepin in yo ' tub git it  out . 

(Well , now , you take in a case where a fellow has some live things in him -
to bring that up ? )  

[ I  turn my machine off  here until he s tarts with dog hai r . ]  
(You use dog hair . Well , j us t  how would you h andle dog hair ? ) 
Well , yo ' put it  on whiskey an ' let a person take a tab lespoonful or a tea

spoonful , ' cordin ' to how severe de case is , if he ain ' t  got so fur gone . Yo ' 



1522 - Memoi rs of  Alma Eg an Hyat t Foundation -

know anything kin git so fur gone where yo ' can ' t do nuthin wit i t . But where 
i t ' s  not too fur gone , take some of dat an ' it ' s  come back [ up ]  - it ' s  goin ' one 
way or de o thah . 

( I f  you want to kill these live things? ) 
Yes . 
( Did you ever hear of  them using a gourd ? )  
D e  s ame thing - t i  will kil l  poison in yo ' .  I f  yo ' git witahaPa[t poison , 

take de seed an ' gut s of  de gourd - de inside of de gourd an ' boil it an '  drink 
it . 

Git  anybody ' s  shoes an ' bury ' em und� de do ' st ep . Dat b ring ' em  b ack . 
(Both shoes or  one or what? )  
One , de le ft- foot sho e .  
If  someb ody tryin ' tub jinx yo ' [jinx is rare ] , j es ' lak yo ' in de place heah 

an '  doin ' good an '  somebody come an '  put down somep in around to s top yo ' bus i
nes s , s top peop le from [ coming ] roun ' , yo ' see , yo '  t ake dem ashes an ' po ' some 
to de fo ' aornahs of de eaPth - some no ' th ,  west , south an ' eas t . 

( I f  somebody is try ing to put you out of  bus ines s ,  trying to put a jinx on 
you . )  

Tub run yo ' b us iness [ away ] - tub stop yo ' bus iness . Ah ' ve had ' em try tuh 
do me lak dat . 

Dey s ays if ah ' m  goin ' s top de law from comin ' heah , ah gotta git every name 
of every policemen in town ,  city policemen or rural , an '  ah write dere names on 
a piece o f  papah , an '  ah digs a hole six feet from mah do ' an '  put it down an ' 
put a flint rock on top of i t , an ' cover i t  up an '  go on . Don ' t  need [worry ]  
about de law comin ' - dey ain ' t  comin ' • 

(You mean you j us t  ge t a flint rock any p lace ? )  
Dis flint rock , if  it  ain ' t  no bigger den yo ' fist , have a piece o f  flint 

ro ck ; yo ' know dis clear- lookin ' rock - [ i f  it ]  looks lak it be a rock or a 
regular stone , not dat kind . 

(What do they s ay about that for b ringing in trade ? )  
Ah use ahambeP lye an ' salt . Ah use vinegar an '  s alt . Ah t ake a glas s  an ' 

take de powder out of  one shell - one gun shell  an ' a pinch of  s alt . Take de 
s alt ,  no t mo ' den yo ' put between yore fingers , an ' put it in a bot tle an ' a 
good swallow of vinegar in dere on it , an '  don ' t  put no watah or nuthin to it , 
an '  no t cover it , an ' go on about mah busines s .  

(You j us t  leave th at s it ting around the house? ) 
Set tin ' dere on a desk or table or s ome place lak dat . 
Take an ' put yo ' some quicks ilver in dat . 
(After you t ake the other things out o f  the shell . )  
After yo ' take de shots out - an ' put some quicks ilver in i t , i f  a fellah got 

a j ob .  P rob ' ly he ' s  lookin ' fo ' him an '  see him comin ' , he j es ' take a shot 
' cros s  de road ' bout fi fty foo t ahead of him . Ah don ' t  care whut kinda j ob he 
got , he goin ' left it . 

( I f  he want s to get h is j ob or . ) 
He j es '  want s tuh put him of f o f  it . 
I f  yo ' cons ecration [ if you are consecrating oil here ] , yo ' kin git chew some 

spring wat ah an ' some olive oil an '  put i t  in a ves sel dat has nevah been used 
an '  den CROON .THE. 26TH P SALMS OVAH THAT OLIVE OIL - an' yo ' git  a j ob .  

(You CROON , you s ay ? )  
I f  yo ' don ' t know i t  by he art [ so that you can C ROON ] yo ' read it . 
(Jus t like in church service ? )  
Sho ' [ sure ] lak in church s ervice . Yo ' j es '  take - yo ' know dis ' bout d e  Si� 

an '  Seven Books of Moses . Well , hit de onlies t book dat tell yo ' whut de Psalms 
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is good fo ' .  An' every Psalm dat ' s  in dat Bible , every chapter , it ' s good fo ' 
some dif f ' rent thing . I t  tells you ' bout it . 

(After you consecrate that stuff , what do you do with that then? ) 
Yo ' j es '  let i t  stay dere . 
(In your home ? )  
Let it s tay dere in yore home an ' us e it as yo ' need it . 
(You would use it  for something ? )  
Yo ' kin use i t  fo ' yo ' self  o r  yo ' kin use it fo ' someone else . 
I f  yo ' had a lawsuit , yo ' kin git  rose watah an' salt , an ' den consecrate de 

20th Psalms an '  den yo ' sprinkle some of dat on it . 
(When you go down to the court to the lawsuit ? )  
Yessuh , an '  it ' ll shore tie i t  up . 
Git a bat an ' git his heart out an ' put it  in a piece o f  red ribbon an '  

fasten it round yore wais t an '  yo ' ll win in every game . 
(A raven ' s  egg , what do they say about that ? )  
Take i t  an ' put it in a ants nes t  an ' after de antses have ' s troyed de aig , 

why den dere ' ll be lil s tone or somepin de size of  a No . 1 shot . Yo ' take dat 
an ' put it in yore pocket an ' be ' s  lucky . 

(They take an owl ' s  eye? What do you hear about an owl ' s  eye? )  
[ He probably mentioned the words owl ' s  eye while the machine was o f f  and I 

ask the ques tion . ]  
Oh , ah ' ve used it , ah ' ve experienced dat . Now , dose things dat ah ' m  tellin ' 

�. ah ' m tellin ' yo ' somepin dat ah experience - ah don ' t  mean whut somebody 
else tole me . Ah take an ' git it out an ' dry it ; let it dry an ' den ah ' ll carry 
it in mah po cket . Dis is good fo ' anything , whatsomevah de thing dat yo ' have 
any dealin ' s  wit .  

Dat de devil whippin '  his wife . 
(This whirlwind , that is the devil whipping his wife . )  
De man dat he kil led , or woman , whoevah did it , take ' em an '  bury ' em wit a 

aig in each han ' an '  he comin ' back , he can ' t  go 'way . 
I f yo ' wanta move a person or yo ' git ' em in hard luck , go an ' take de foot

b o ' d  [ from a grave ] an ' throw it undah de house . 
----(That will make them move out o f  the house , or I get them in bad luck . ) 

Git ' em in b ad luck . 
Yo ' see lotsa people has diff ' rent ideas ' bout it . Gooier dust - de word 

goofer yo ' know , dat means somethin ' evil . Well , dat supposed tuh run a person 
off  or git ' em in b ad ,  hard luck , put de jinx on ' em .  

( In other words , goofer dust i s  j us t the name o f  any kind o f  dust , o r  some-
thing , that they use to do you some hard luck? ) 

Yes . 
(Graveyard dirt is supposed to be dangerous or something of that sort? ) 
No , it ' s  not dangerous , it  j es ' keeps yo ' from people dat yo ' meet - yo ' see , 

people wit evil influence .  I t  cause yo ' tuh be turn off  from places where yo ' 
could be took in . It cuts yo ' off  from things which yo ' could git holt o f , 
' cause yo ' take [ for ins tance ] i f  ah could come in heah - yo ' know , some people 
say ,  "Ah ' s  goin ' tuh de graveyard an ' git  me some dirt" [ this is called put ting 
a �d mouth on you - see p . 255 ] . I f  ah come in heah an ' yo ' got chure things 
heah , ah don ' t  supposed tuh come in heah an ' take whut chew got . I f  yo ' got some 
heah , ah ' sposed tuh b uy it from yo ' or as t yo ' fo ' it . Well , dere ' s  plenty 
people go to a graveyard an ' git dat dir t  an ' dey ain ' t goin '  pay yo ' fo ' it . 
I f  yo ' cain ' t  take de dead ' s  s tuff , yo ' cain ' t  git  nobody ' s  s tuff . Dat ' s  common 
sense . An ' whenevah yo '  do dat , it ain ' t  goin ' work . 

(What did you say ,  you can ' t  keep it  a long time ? )  
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No yo ' can ' t keep , can ' t  keep it [graveyard dirt ]  ovah three hours , ' cause if 
yo ' do ' s  it ain ' t no good . 

(You go out there and get it and use it at  once . After three hours it  is no 
good? ) 

I t  no goo d .  Go an ' g i t  some mo ' .  
[ This is my only example of a time limit placed on the spirit ' s  presence in 

graveyard dirt removed from the grave . Madam Gri ffith in my interview with her 
could hold for a short time only the spirit she had called from a person ' s  
s leeping body . ] 

Use dogwood an ' j uniper . An '  ah use de fig t ree to make medicine , an ' de 
willow , ah use de willow fo ' makin ' medicine ; but fo ' workin ' tricks I use 
j uniper or dogwood . 

Well , i f  a pe rson s teals some thin ' from yo ' ,  an ' dat ' s de onlies t  way yo ' 
know tuh git it back ,  why yo ' go early in de mawnin ' an '  find a [ young ] j uniper . 
Dey says dat chew kin bend [ the j uniper ] ovah an ' git  chew a rock , i f  yo ' know 
de individual ' s name ,  or if yo ' don ' t ,  well , yo ' kin name him , an '  yo ' kin call 
him certain times an '  tel l him tuh return dat goods , an ' turn de top of it [ the 
tree ] down an ' lay a rock on it  an '  go on ah out chure b us iness . 

De shavin ' s  on a wagon whee l • • • • From de do ' o f  de house an ' s t i ck it in de 
wagon whee l an ' turn it b ackwards an ' forwards an ' call dat whut ' s  gone , an ' de 
thie f will return dat . 

To keep a man from hittin '  a targe t . I f  yo ' got a shootin ' match out dere -
go t a turkey out dere shootin ' [ at ]  him - take dat piece of  splinter j es ' befo ' 
dey s tart an ' , say dis de turkey heah , an ' stick dat splinter [ in the ground ] 
behin ' him . An '  dere ain ' t a man in dere , ah don ' t care how good a marksman , 
kin kill  dat turkey till ah move dat splinter . 

(You j us t  go out and get one splinter from that tree that was s truck by 
lightning ? )  

Dat ' s  right . 
Well , now ah tell yo ' de way it is . Dere ' s  some people comes from South 

Carolina to  see me , an '  s ome goes from heah to South Carolina . 
(They want something different in other words ; they don ' t want the home 

s tuff . )  
[ Here comes one o f  those revealing comments , all too rare from a doator. ] 
Well , heah ' s anothah thing , some people got de idea of  dis . I f  dere s omebody ,  

dey wanta see somebody . Dere ' s  someb ody bo therin ' ' em an ' dey s ay dey know me , 
� · "Well , he ' s  heah in town . " Dat same person may have b een to h im ,  an ' ah may 
b e  goin ' to him ,  goin ' to de same one he went tuh ,  an ' ah may git in worser shape 
den him ,  an ' ah ' ll go outa town . " 

[ No t  taking any chances , they are afraid that the s ame doctor might b e  wo rking 
b o th ways . Always vis i t  an out-of- town doator ; neve r one in your own town . ] 

I f  ah go tuh work for someone , qui t e  natural , see , if  yo ' had done somethin -
if some man had been to yo ' an ' had yo ' do somethin ' tuh git somebody ovah yon
der . Well , all right , dat individual would come to  me . Well , now , ah ain ' t 
gO:[n '  b other yo ' - dat ' s  yore j ob .  Ah ' m goin ' bother wit de one dat had it done . 
Well , all right , when ah git tuh bother wit him , he ' s  goin ' back to yo ' .  We ll , 
yo ' say , says , .  "Well ,  dere s omebody got  s omebody workin ' fo ' ' em , "  says , "well , 
ah ' ll s top h i�' - when yo ' should [ no t ]  bo ther wit me , yo ' [ should ] bother wit 
de othah fellow . Well , whenevah ah ketch a fel lah [me , the culpri t ]  doin ' dat , 
well , ah kill him right dere - not goin ' take no chan ces . 

(You mean that if some o ther doator is inter fering wi th your work? ) 
Yessuh , trying to hurt me . 
(Long as he works on that o ther patient , then all right ; but if  he ' s  trying to 
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get b ack at you . ) 
Ah ' m  goin ' kill him. 
(In o ther words , if  you fix up a patient and he [ a  doctor] is mad because you 

fixed this patient  up [ cured him ] , then you go to ge t him [ the doctor] ) .  
Dat ' s  righ t , ah ' m  not goin ' take no chances . 
(Do some o f  these fellows work against each other? ) 
Sho ' . 
�do they work together on anything? )  
Jes ' one or two . Well , now , dere wus one man dat wus in dis town an ' ah an ' 

him went togethah a whole lot .  Well , he wus de onliest one dat evah ah took up 
de time wit , b ut s ince ah ' ve got big enough tuh know whut ah would like to do 
well , he wus all right . But chew take de general of ' em dey ' ll go wit yo ' an ' 
try tuh find out - some of ' em finds out whut chew know an '  den de first thing 
yo ' know he ' s  tryin ' tuh upset chew . 

(Well , somebody s aid that there is a secret organization of dOctors in this 
country . Have you ever heard of  any of  the men like that? ) 

Secret organization? No . 
(You know they all j oined together - or was it all t alk? ) 
Dat ' s  talk . 
(You can ' t  get these fellows to work together? ) 
No . 
TEach fellow has his own way of  doing it . )  
Take de cloth dat dey use an ' place it s ome place in de house ovah de do ' or 

put it undah de s teps ,  an ' dey can ' t  mess wit no o thah woman long as it  dere . 
Dere ain ' t but one way tuh git shet of  it , an ' dat is yo ' git  chew somebody 

strong enough to work dat rag up from dat steps , or cause her tuh lose , git  it 
away . An ' then he kin go ahead then an ' b ath in some runnin ' watah an ' git  shet 
of  it - b athe hisself . 

We know dat medical dOctors can ' t cure vener ' al disease . Now pay good ' ten
shun to me . Yo ' git chew a piece of red shank , yo ' git  chew a pi ece o f queen ' s
delight [ or queenroot ] ,  an ' yo ' git chew a pie ce of ' simmon-tree root an ' yo ' git 
20 grains of  iodized potash , an '  yo ' take a piece of  b lues tone ,  larg e , git de end 
of a mat ch haid [ symbolic mag i c ]  an ' a tablespoonful o f  Epsom salts . Put dat in 
a half gallon of watah an '  boil  it down to one quart [ diminishing-amount rite ] . 
I t  will [ cure ] ' em of  any case of  vener ' al disease dere is . 

[While my machine was s topped  I asked him about Doctor Raycart of the 
Fayet teville region , pointing out that even I had heard of  this man ' s  reputation . 
Why , he had gone downriver to Elizabethtown • • •  the latter at this t ime was a vil
lage 35 miles southeas t of  Faye tteville , both on Cape Fear River . I t  is not 
Elizabeth City - where I had worked several years before with contact man Car
ter - in northeast North Carolina on the north arm of Albemarle Sound . We did 
the usual bush-beating for Raycart b ut could no t find him . I was a little s low 
restarting my Telediphone . ]  

(He was trying to separate them when they were stuck together? ) 
An '  he wus tryin ' tuh separate dem . He cain ' t  do a bit  mo ' den a new born 

b aby . He kin talk de s tuff , he kin tell yo • 

(But he hasn ' t  the power [ or experience ] - Raycart . He is  supposed to have 
be!n down there [ Elizabethtown ]  • ) 

Well , ah guess so . [He could not know . ] An '  den people come from 'Liz abeth
town heah tuh see me . 

(Thi s fellow who was j ust  in here is supposed to be  one o f  the b est root 
doctors around here . Hmmmm. Just a little bit  difficult when he first came in . 
[ I  explain diffi cult  in my introductory not e . ] I think he probab ly knows a 
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little b i t  more b ut I p rob ab ly g o t  mos t  of it out of him . ) 
(End o f  1449 . )  
[ The woman , No . 1448 , returned . I marked her material fair. I had done well 

by asking her to le ave and wait . Once I asked Madam Col lins in Memphis to le ave 
and to re turn . The re was always extra pay for the de lay . ] 

THIS DOCTOR WAS BORN BL IND 

AH WERE BA WN BLIND • • • •  MAH EYES OPENED IN FO 'TEEN DAYS 

DE WHOLE HIST 'RY OF DE WITCHCRAFT BUSINESS IS WOMAN TROUBLE • • • •  
DEY ' LL PAY A FOJrfUNE FO ' LOVE AN ' TO BRING BACK 

DE BLA CK WILL BELIEVE YO ' QUICKER DEN ME 
BUT AH KIN PLAY MO ' WHITES DEN YO ' KIN 

AH MET HIM [ "DOCTOR BUZZARD " ]  24 YEARS AGO 
DO ' [THOUGH ] WE HA VE  ANOTHAH "BUZ ZARD " AT DE SAME TIME 

HE [ THE LATTER] LIVE 1 0 MILES FROM HEAH 
AH SAW HIM YESTERDAY 

YO ' EVAH SEEN DE PUNKIN [PUMPKIN ]  DAT GROWS IN DE FIELD 

FLORENCE , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[To be b o rn  with eyes unopened for 14 days is a gift or a sign - see title 
quot ations , good se t of teeth , p . l314 ; and �e lve toes , p . l085 . The de layed 
s ight prob ab ly means his mo the r or her unb orn child was witch b e fore the birth . 
For s imilar foetus b ewi tchments ,  see FACI , 1s t ed . ,  p . 47 1 , No . 9 19 1 ; especially 
p . 4 79 , No . 9 2 7 3  - a whit e b oy 18 years old wi th the mind o f  a 5 year old chi ld . 
Do read at the end o f  the interview what he s ays ab out the b lack man . "Dey have 
no faith in dey peop le • • •  de whi te mans has turnt ' em loose al l his life without 
bein '  a sel f-experienced man . "  He and I were t alking iii a Negro home years be
fo re SELMA . Even our comb ined gifts , signs and powers could not have for-eseen 
the tremendous advance o f  the b la ck man . "Florence , S . C .  - Wed . , Apr . 6 ,  1939 -
1315 - Doctor Ira Vands [ b e caus e "W" is frequent ly pronounced "V" in the low
lands , thi s could b e  Wands - an app ropriate name ] , R . D . [ Foot doctoP] , good "  -
NumbePs Book 129 1- 15 15 . Material o f  this man , info rmant 1315 , is on cylinders 
C659 : 5�C666 : 1  = 2 340- 2 34 7 . ]  

A pers on t ake yo re hai r  i f  he wants tub kill yo ' - t akes it an ' b o ' s  a ho le 
into a tree an ' he drives it in de re fo ' nine days . An ' a fter de nine yo ' begin 
tub git s ick an ' pine s away . De do ctors tell yo ' - de medical doctoPs te ll yo ' 
it ' s  one thin, an ' it ' s  ano thah ,  but she done shut yo ' up in a wedge lak dis 
[ demons trates • I f  de per s on dat put it in dere don ' t  git it out , yo ' can ' t  b e  
s aved . 

Now , dey take yore hair ano th ah time an ' de ' wanta run yo ' crazy . Take yore 
hair an ' go tuh a st ream o f  watah an ' whatsomevah he ' s  s aid b ehin ' de Holy Bib le .  
Yo ' b elieve in de Bib le ,  ah know . But if he intend tub run yo ' wild or run yo ' 
' way from him , he carry i t  tub de s t re am  o f  watah a t  de hour ' cordin ' t o  de Six 
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an ' Seven Books of Moses . See , we have a hour to do evah ' thing . 

1 52 7  

Now ,  he may take i t  at ' leven a ' clo ck a t  night an '  he may take i t  a t  twelve , 
an '  he may take i t  at one - three would b e  de limi t . An '  he throw i t  in dere an ' 
s ay ,  "Go . " We ll , yo re mind will cont inue b ad f rom den on . 

Now , yo ' t ake yore hair ag in from de mole [mold ] o f  yore haid , an ' yo ' s ay ,  
''Well , ah 'm j es '  goin ' keep ' im  heah wit me . "  His haid conne cted t o ,  yo ' know , 
whut chew wear in yore hat - yeah , his hair is connec ted to dat bow in his hat . 
Yo ' say , "Well , ah j es ' keep ' im undah mah feet , j es ' keep ' 1m  undah mah feet fo ' 
a length o f  time . Long as ah keep yo ' dere ,  while mah remembrance b e ' s wit me , 
ah ' l l always have yo ' . " But , if her remembrance gits b ad an ' she fo ' gi t s  ab out 
it , all of a sudden he git away from her an ' she won ' t know where i t ' s  at . 

(What do they do with that b ow of the hat ? What do they do with that? ) 
De bow in de hat? Well , dey takes dat - a woman have de period each month an ' 

she wear dat bow fo ' a leng th o f  time , j es '  as she g o  tub work an ' a-till she 
cleans up . Den she takes it an '  she wears it in her shoe fo ' a number of days 
dat she would have her periods on . Now she takes dat b ow  away an ' she put s it 
aroun ' her wais t , an ' as long as she had dat , dere ' s  nuthin yo ' kin do . 

( She will wear that bow in her shoe while she has that period on ? ) 
No , she wears it j es ' as she wears the rag wit ' er .  Yo ' unde rs t and .  She 

takes it outa dere when she come c lean ag in , an '  puts it in her shoe . She wears 
d at de leng th of time she wus s i ck - some goes three or fo ' days , s ome goes fur
ther den dat . Den she t akes it out an ' she wrap s  it up - s ews i t  up an ' puts it 
roun ' he r wais t .  Dat i s  a mas tah for mankind , esp e cially when she loves ' im .  

( She ' s  got him then? ) 
He kin go eithah way he want s tuh go , but he can ' t  s t ay away - he ' s  go t t a  come 

b ack home . 
Now , we go back tuh de Si� an ' Seven Books of Moses an ' read page 1 9  - � 

mus ' always s t and wit yore face towards de risin ' sun , dat me an s  soon . 
Now ,  a copy down dere o f  de little whi t e  dove ; yo ' know whut tuh do wit de 

b lood to b ring ' im  b ack . We ll , yo ' take de dove - de dove b loo d is c alled yore 
b loo d ,  an '  yo ' write chure name . Dis is yore name whats omevah it is - she want s  
yo 1 b ack . [ Demons t rates . ] Wri tes yore name g oin ' disaway , an '  writes hers ' n  
b ackward comin ' lak dis . Unders tand dat ? Yo '  fold dat up an ' yo ' t ake de drag
on ' s  b lood - yo ' seen de dragon ' s  b lood - yo '  take de dragon ' s  blood an '  yo ' put 
it on de fo ' aornahs of dB worZd which would be on de fo ' cornahs o f  de let tah . 
Den rub s  it [ on the letter ] an '  puts i t  in de pos t  o f f i ce , i f  yo ' know where he ' s  
been at fo ' de las t two yeahs , an ' yo ' send i t  to ' 1m .  Don ' t mattah if yo '  don ' t 
know de s t ree t numb ah , he ' ll g i t  it . An '  when he git dat he can ' t s tay ' way tuh 
s ave his life . 

Dat ' s  j es '  a hen aig - dat ' s  fo ' short order [ qui ck work] - dat is tuh b�ak 
up .  Yo ' take de aig - how long do you think it would t ake de aig tuh spoil ? Ah 
could spoil a aig b e fo ' yo ' could g o  from heah to de s tree t . 

(Wel l ,  what do you do with that egg ? You are spe aking o f  a chi cken egg now ? )  
Any kind o f  aig s - snake aig s , all de aigs dat chew see dat i s  dangerous . 
Now ,  yo ' t ake de aig - say fo ' ins t ance , if yo ' wants tuh run me away from 

whe re ah ' m  livin ' at . Ah ' m living dere good . T ake dose aigs - have de three 
hen aigs , dat de Fathah , Son an ' Holy Ghos t .  Well , yo ' see , yo ' g o  to de g r ave 
an ' • in goin ' tuh de grave ah 1 1 1 make a wish . Don ' t b ring anything ' way from 
dere , yo '  understand . See , ah ' ll go dere an ' ah ' l l make a w ish an ' ah ' ll see 
which one of de spirits come . Dere ' s  goin ' b e  three spiri ts come . An' ah ' ll 
go an 1  gits a devil in dere - dere ' s  two g ood [ sp irits ] [ and ]  one [ the third 
spirit]  he ' s  too good fo '  me . An '  now yo ' s ay ,  "Well , f in '  whi ch way he ' s  comin ' 
at . "  See , it don ' t  mattah when he come . See , i f  he j es ' walk ' cro s s  de p ath , 
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den ah ' ll throw de s e  three ' g ins t de s tep . An ' af t ah dey ' re bus ted on de s t ep , 
dere ain ' t  no mo ' g i t tin ' ' long in dat part o f  de land . Dat ' s  de aig bus iness . 

(You simp ly go out t o  the g rave and make a wish , you s ay ? ) 
Yeah , de s p i ri t  me et chew at de g rave . Lis ten goo d . Yo ' g oes an '  yo ' ket ches 

a nes t of aig s - s ome b i rds don ' t  have but three aig s yo ' know , an '  yo ' s ay ,  
"Well , whut wu s dis mah mo ther-in- law us ed tub s ay ? " S ay ,  "Ah ' m  a man - i f  dere 
s ome peop le yo ' can ' t  cont ro l ,  ah ' m g a in ' g i t  ' em ' way f rom heah . "  

Wel l , ah ' ll t ake dese aigs - dat ' s  a man dat knows whut he ' s  do in ' , not de 
fe llah dat don ' t  know . Ah ' ll take des e  aigs an ' go t ub de grave , ah ' ll be dere 
at ten a ' clock an ' ah ' ll s t ay t il l  ' !even . If he ' s  a s t ingy man o r  if he ' s  a 
drunkard - i f  he ' s  a s t ingy man , y o ' carries yo ' B ib le wit yo ' ,  which an '  al l ,  
' c aus e de sp irit will not [ b o the r ? ] a god-fearing man , but i f  he ' s  a devil , � 
t ake s ome whi skey wit yo ' an ' s t ay till ' !even or p rob ' b ly twelve . S t ay two 
hours , ' caus e when dey g i t  d e  s cent o f  dat whiskey - have we t it right wit ' in 
yore han ' s  l ike dis he ah [ demonstra te s ] , he ' s  comin ' , if yo ' g o t  d e  g u t s  tuh 
s tay dere wit ' im .  Yo ' may no t have de guts . Put chure aig s right dere an '  po ' 
yore whi skey down an ' come back .  Yo ' ve got chure aigs dressed in de graveyard 
wi t a wish . Yo ' haven ' t  brought nu thin wlt yo ' from de g raveyard . Unde rs t and 
me , yo ' haven ' t  b rought nuthin wit yo ' from de graveyard , b ut yo ' g o  dere tuh 
g i t  chure wish . 

(When you hold t ho s e  eg gs in your hand , do you pour the whi skey over tho s e 
eg gs and le t it g o  through your hands on to the g rave ? )  

Dat ' s righ t . 
Now yo '  comes b a ck an ' yo ' throw ' em in rot a tion - one - two - th ree . Don ' t  

throw ' em al l at one t ime - g i t  de unders t andin ' .  Yo ' t ake d e  third t rip to git 
' im .  An ' yo ' l l f ind dat he won ' t  s t ay de re no longer . 

Ah know whut yo ' kin do wit de frog . 
Now , yo ' t ake de frog . We have - i t  ain ' t but one pa ' t ic ' lar b ad frog an '  

d at ' s  de toadf�g . Yo ' see de toadfrog , yo ' t ake him an ' embaLm ' im .  Yo ' t ake 
de frog an ' yo ' embalm ' im  in dis way .  See , i f  he ' s  a b ig ' un ,  s ome a re big an ' 
some lit tle , yo ' t ake de frog an '  yo ' puts him into a poo l of �om whiskey an ' 
let h im s tay qere nine o r  t en days , p rob ' b ly twelve days . Let 1 im s t ay right in 
dere . T ake zim out an ' hang z im  up an ' his s kin gain ' ro t o f f .  

Now , s ay ,  fo ' nins t ance , yo ' got dat heart . Now ah ' m  no t g o t  dat h eart . 
Wel l , ah ' ll t ake ' em  out chew know . Now , yo ' g o  tub wo rk an '  take dat fro g  when 
dem s c ab s  drop s o f f  him .  W e  have good an ' b ad wimmins dat will d o  any thing , an '  
men dat wi l l  d o  any thing . Well , yo ' go tub work an ' a man dat like s s t eak ,  or if 
he ' s  a man dat l ike l ivah . [ Feed him the frog . ]  Dat g oes into hi s  intes tines . 
I f  i t ' s  on de f i rs t  moon or de ful l moon - yo ' woul dn ' t  have any t rouble on whut 
time of de moon dat happ ens to ' im ,  an '  he ' ll b e  uns e t tled in his s t omach . Look 
lak it ' s  wo rkin ' .  Well , dat ' s  de frog in his s tomach . 

Now , yo '  wan t s  tuh know whu t  takes dat out . Dat ' s one o f  mine . Yo ' evah 
he ard o f de buZZ  an ts ?  Yo ' ve s een de b eds o f  ' em .  

(La rge b eds o f them? ) 
Yeah . When dey come up , de bed is b ig as di s heah , he ah . An '  dey come up 

through de hole . Yo ' evah s een de punkin [ pumpkin ] dat grows in de field? 
Wel l ,  yo ' kin take de punkin an ' de bul l  ants dirt an ' yo ' t ake yo '  a po t an '  

put it into d! po t ,  j e s '  lak dat , an '  y o ' make a poul tice .  I f  it ' s  lodged in de 
stomach - sometimes it leaves de s tomach an ' goes into de hip ,  i t  moves wit de 
moon . Yo ' evah hear o f  dat ?  Yo ' kin fee l  it move some t ime s ; i t  moves wi t de 
moon . S ay , fo ' nins tan ce , yo ' take de poul t ice an ' yo ' cut it o ff - yo '  cut de 
frog o ff out chure int es t ines . Yo ' cut it o f f  an ' yo ' b ind - see heah . [ He 
d emons trates . ]  
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(You b ind below the feet . )  
Yo ' b ind it . S ee heah , heah ,  an ' yo ' hem h im up down dere . I f  he ' s  in heah , 

yo ' bind it dere an ' cuts  ' im o ff from yore intestine s . Yo ' b ind ' im  good . An '  
yo ' take dat bull ants ' nes t  an ' dat punkin an ' yo ' make a poultice ; j es '  lay it  
right dere an ' bring it to a haid , j es '  as a boil - yo ' know whut a boil is . 
An '  durin ' de time dat dat thing is goin ' , b e  b ringin ' to a b all [head ] , dat 
s t uf f  will come out an ' b ring dem s cab s out - kill ' im .  He ' ll come out as some 
kind of  color . 

(That will b ring that live thing out ? )  
Dat ' ll b ring i t  out . Dat i s  de king o f  de live things , regardless o f  wh ere 

he ' s  out . Yo ' got t a  have it at a ce rtain time of de moon . 
Dey goes dere tuh mee t  de devil . 
(Out to the forks o f  the road . Do you know the s tory , what they do? ) 
Ah know mah part wit self experience . 
Now ,  yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  of  de road , but yo ' don ' t go to de fo ' k  o f  de road wit 

de idea dat chew think yo ' goin ' tuh de fo ' k  of  de road . Yo ' think yo ' go tuh de 
fo ' k  of  de road any time? Yo ' g o  ' cordin ' tuh d e  Six an ' Seven Books of Moses . 
Yo ' may go dere at high twelve , ' tween one , two an ' three when dere ' s  nob ody 
travelin ' .  Yo ' go dere fo ' de pa ' ti c ' lar thing as yo ' do at de graveyard - tuh 
make yore wish , an ' whi ls t  yo ' s  dere de devil is so s aid tuh come . Well , dere 
will be a spirit come an '  excite yo ' ,  providin ' if yore evi l . 

Den , i f  me an ' yo ' wanted tuh b ack a deal or anything , ah ' d  go tuh de fo ' k  o f  
de road to s ee yo ' .  Yo ' l l  come - yore spirit will come dere to  agree wit me . 
Practically anything dat ah ' m  undertakin ' tuh do [ I  can do at the fo rk of the 
road ] . Yo ' could be mad but ah ' ll meet yo ' at de fo ' k of de road s oon in de 
mawnin ' .  

Let ' em  walk de road , yo ' unders tand . An '  j es ' where she cros ses , right in 
de center [ demons trates ] ,  ah ' ll t ake fo ' [ s teps ] disaway an ' five [ s teps ] � 
away an '  back up . 

(Take four one way and five the o ther way , in the shape of a cro ss and cover 
it  up . )  

Dat ' s  r ight . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Whosomevah ah ' m  in con tact wi t ,  whe thah yo ' b een mah enemy , yo ' ll come tuh be  

mah fren ' . 
(That ' ll bring that spirit out there t o  be your f riend? ) 
Dat ' s  right . See , he met me dere . He may be o ff as yo ' an ' I is o ff now , but 

chure spirit  is outside - yo re spirit ' s  out dere now . 
Now , if she finds dat out - i f  she don ' t  wanta kill yo ' ,  she takes yore nature 

f rom yo ' .  
She ' ll take two new han ' kerchiefs an ' tie  ' em togethah like dis heah . She ' ll 

have int erco ' se wit yo ' an ' she wipes yo ' . I t  qui t e  natural dat dat h appens , she 
wipes yo ' . She buries des e  on yo ' .  She takes ' em  an ' she let ' em  s t ay undah de 
bed right where yo ' s leep at fo ' nine days an ' nine nights . Every time dat chew 
have an '  interco ' se ,  she wipe yo ' wit dat same p a ' t ic ' lar rag , an '  aftah de nine 
[ days ] she wears it an ' yore nature goes . Yo ' don ' t  have no feelin ' fo ' no one 
b ut. her . 

Well , yo ' come back now tuh me , or anybody , don ' t  care who i t  is , an ' s ays , 
"Well , aJz. 'm doum . 1 1  
---naow long yo ' been down? "  

"Two or three or five years . "  
"Well , how yo ' act ? "  
S ay , "Ah can ' t have nobody but mah wife . "  Say s , "Ah have p len ty of  dates but 
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everybody ah go into , falls all tuh pie ces . "  
"Dat ' s  all right , "  says , "yo ' b ring me two new one - two new han ' kerchiefs , 

an '  when yo ' have a interco ' s e  wit her ,  j ump off her an '  git right up , an '  she 
s ays , ' Whut ' s de trouble? ' ' Nuthin . ' Den yo ' wipe . Yo ' takes yorn - yo ' don ' t 
puts yorn undah dere atall . Yo ' carry yorn out . "  

(Your handkerchief ? )  
Yeah ,  carry ' em out . Git two mo ' until yo ' git  s ix . Now , when yo ' git s ix ,  

yo '  takes ' em an '  yo ' let ' em s tay dere fo ' nine days . Yo ' let ' em s tay dere fo ' 
nine days . Now yo ' t akes ' em back up an '  yo ' takes de soap dat chew cal l de Zove 
soap an ' wash it good . Yo ' may send ' em  tuh de laundry i f  yo ' wanta , an '  slips  
' em b ack into de  trunk whe re she wouldn ' t  know one from de o thah , an ' move out 
six . An ' when she gits hold o f  dem , dat set tles it . Yo ' put twelve in dere -
yo ' see , yo ' got six han ' kerchief s  in dere . Yo ' t ie two toge ther at de time . 
Yo ' got twelve , but yo ' may send ' em to de laundry , but chew let ' em s t ay .  Af ter 
dat chew puts ' em in de trunk an '  she don ' t  know anything . See , yo ' become j es ' 
lak yo ' wus befo ' . Den she ' ll have tuh make a new s tart , ' cause yo ' start to 
runnin ' agin ; but she ' ll s till b elieve dat yo ' run to somebody , ' cause dat 
supposed tuh last a man . 

Some tells yo ' to take a dishrag an ' wash . Oat ' s  no t de thing . 
Say ,  now , fo ' nins tance , yo ' s  a man dat ' s  come into da t man in dere an ' yo ' 

shot fo ' or five fellows down . All o f  ' em  are goin ' appear agains t yo ' - s ays 
yo ' wus in de wrong . Wel l , yo ' go ' cordin ' tuh de Six an ' Seven Books of Moses . 
Yo '  go to de graveyard at ' leven , twe lve , one or two . Yo '  git  up soon in de 
mawnin ' an ' use de three he ads toge thah . 

(Three what? ) 
Graveyard dirt , sulphur an ' dragon ' s  b lood - yo '  put ' em all toge thah . Yo ' 

burn ' em  fo ' nine days - Tuesdays an ' Fridays , s oon in de mawnin ' • Now , yo ' take 
dis graveyard dust an ' yo ' go on tuh de co ' thouse , an ' when yo ' gi t dere , lay it 
down on de - may go to de chair , dat ' s  whut dey s ay - yo ' put dis graveyard dus t 
in yore po cket an '  walk right in de co ' thouse , an ' keep i t  into yore pocke t .  An '  
i f  yo ' go tuh answer any ques tions ,  dat ' s  where yore friend will come in through 
dat dirt dere . Yore friend [ in spirit ] will come in through dat do ' ,  ·�ell , yo ' s  
a friend o f  mine - whut chew want me tuh do fo ' yo ' ? "  We ll , ah ' ll [ I  in sp irit
form wil l ]  come round dere an '  every man dat speak ' gins t yo ' will be fo ' yo ' .  
Oat ' s  known . 

So , all right now , say dey wants tuh break me an ' de wife up - yo '  wife an ' 
yo ' git tin ' ' long good . Yo ' go tuh de graveyard at ten er [ or ]  ' leven an ' s tay 
till twelve - dead hours - an ' yo ' git some graveyard dirt. Yo ' gits three b ig 
hen aig s . See , yo ' don ' t have nuth in ' tall . Yo ' use cayenne pepp ah - yo ' seen 
cayenne peppah , yo ' know whut cayenne peppah is - an '  b lack peppah an ' s alt . Yo ' 
puts ' em into a lit t le b ag .  Yo ' don ' t  pu t  it where she kin g it i t . Yo '  put it  
where he kin find it , de graveyard dirt . Chew know , some o f  it  look j es '  like a 
powde r .  Lay it right dere an ' de firs t thing he goin ' do , he goin ' pick it up . 
His mind is gone from den on . 

(That will b reak him and his wi fe up ? )  
Yeah ,  turn ' em all in pie ces . Can ' t  stay - don ' t  care how lovin ' dey is , dey 

gone . 
All right , �ow . Say yo ' kin take graveyard dirt tuh keep de law out chure 

hous e .  See ,  ah have one o f  my - two of my best ones [ remedies ] .  May [ should ] 
not mention it but ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' dese things . 

Now , yo ' take graveyard dirt . At ' leven a ' clo ck do de s ame thing - put cay
enne peppah , take it out an ' sprinkle it round dere by de gate . Do dat fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  an '  de law won ' t come to yo re house . 
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(What do you do to make your house lucky? To bring in cus tomers to buy from 
you? ) 

Well , now , to have a good sale . Yo ' see dat root dey call High John. Dere ' s  
a root dat dey call High John an ' dere ' s  a roo t dey call rat tlesnake mas t ah . Yo ' 
seen dem? Yo ' know o f  ' em? [ Did I nod yes ? ] Wel l , dere ' s  a roo t  dat dey caly-
High John an ' dere ' s  a root dat dey call L� John , an ' dere ' s  a root dat dey call 
rattlesnake mas tah .  Dat ' s  three - High John , L� John an ' rattlesnake mastah . 
An '  de two - yo ' ve he ard o f  Eve-an '-Adam ? Or have yo ' s een dem pe rsonally? Yo '  
put ' em into a bot tle an ' yo ' use dose three - rat tlesnake mas tah , John de Conker 
an '  Eve-an '-Adam . Yo ' unders tan ' me? Now , dis is yore room . Yo ' want plenty , 
yo ' want more work den yo ' kin git to do .  [ Ag ain he calls me a hoodoo doctor ! ]  
Yo ' kin take dose things an '  ev ' ry  mawnin ' when yo '  git up , make dat a rule fo ' 
a woman not tub cross yore s ill firs t [ pointing ] dat do ' facin ' dere . Let it  be 
man of  some kind an ' yo ' j es '  pray , eve ' y  mawnin ' . Do dat fo ' nine days . Den 
yo ' burn dese - dragon ' s  bloo d , incense an ' sulphur , so when a man walks into de 
room , it ' ll have no odor at all - smell peculiar , he can ' t  keep from comin ' b ack . 
Dat ' s  de thing s whut chew use fo ' a lucky house . 

[A woman as first .visitor is one o f  the commones t  supers titions o f  folklore , 
th.ough o riginally prob ably confined to New Year ' s  Day and Monday (see FACI , 2ed . , 
p . 560f . ; also 1s t ed . , Index) . ]  

Git de tongue of a shoe . Yo ' know whut a tongue is . Yo ' take dat tongue an ' 
burn dat tongue . In de front o f  dat tongue dere ' s  a soft place dere . Some o f  
' em have a pad [ insole ] , some o f  ' em be ' s  leather . Git dat pad , so ft part  o f  it . 
Yo ' want a ' tract dat pers on mind whut chew got his shoes . Well , righ t in de in
s tep o f  his feet , yo ' take dat shoe , lift up dere , an '  t ake yore kni fe , an ' put 
it b ack dere , cut a lit tle piece out of dat , an ' sew it up into a lit tle piece of 
buckskin an '  wear it wit yo ' .  Yo ' can ' t  git shet of him . He ' s fo ' evah where yo ' 
at . 

Now , a man ' s  stockin ' . Yo ' wanta make him have b ad feets or whut yo ' wanta do 
to him? Dere ' s  seve ral things to do . 

Al l right , now . See , yo ' ll t ake his socks an '  yo ' ll bury ' em . Yo ' don ' t  
s teal one o f  his socks , yo ' take ' em both .  Yo ' don ' t  s teal one . Yo ' can ' t  do 
nuthin wit a man los e  two , but if he lose one hit gits ' im  worried . Now yo ' kin 
cause him tub have b ad fee t . Yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' ll put it into lye . Yo ' 
know whut lye is . Yo ' know whut cayenne peppah is . An '  he ' ll wear it fo ' nine 
days an ' he ' ll git tub whe re he can ' t  stan ' up on his feet . 

[ The so ck ]  put it into newspapah an '  keep it fo ' nine days  an ' let it set 
right in dere . It  can ' t  rot ' caus e yo ' pu t i t  into newspapah . Put i t  where hit 
won ' t  git wet , understan ' , an ' after de nine days , yo ' wanta make some money out 
of it an ' somebody come an ' tells yo ' ' bout a man dat ' s go t bad feet , why yo ' 
know whe re he ' s  at , ' cause yo ' planted ' em  yo ' self . Yo ' go git ' em up . 

Now yo ' want a  know whut feet dat is . It ' s  de right - say it ' s  de right feet . 
All right . Yo ' go to anothah p lace an ' yo ' take de right sock of a man who ' s  
dead an '  put dat into a punkin , seeds an ' all - yo ' know whut punkin seeds is  -
into b oilin ' wat ah . An '  he t akes it outa dere an ' put s i t  into a b ot tle - puts 
de sock an ' all in dere , puts it in de bottle an ' lets it  stay dere fo ' nine 
day1 ·· An '  aftah de nine days , if i t ' s  a quart of watah , yo ' tell ' em to b ath his 
feet wit dat . Feet come back normal . 

( I f  someone has buried his sock and hurt his feet that is the cure for i t . )  
Now , take de picture - yo ' b rought me a pitchure of  yore girl fren ' . Whut 

chew wanta do wit her . I f  yo ' wants tub kill her or yo ' wanta bring her b ack? 
(Bring her back ,  firs t . ) 
Now , dat ' s  j es '  lak ah tole yo ' ' bout de lit tle white dove . Yo ' takes de 
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p i t chure - yo ' takes de pitchure out an ' looks into i t  - tuh dis ve ry s ame p lace 
dat ah aske d yo ' tuh go tuh , de g raveyard . I f  she ah good she won ' t  drink much 
whiskey , but i f  she ' s  bad she ' ll drink a he ap o f  whi skey . Won ' t she?  Yo ' take 
de pitchure an ' yo ' draw de pitchure . Takes yo ' a sma l l  pint wi t yo ' or a half 
pint an ' goes int o de graveyard . I t  take gut s  t o  go into de g raveyard , yo ' know . 
Go on in de g raveyard an ' when yo ' walk in dere - walk in de g raveyard , dat means 
[by going to the g raveyard] dat yo ' love her , love her . Yo ' hol ' yore han ' s  j es '  
lak di s [ demons t rates ] .  

( S t re t ch your arms out like that . )  
Wit her in yo re han ' lak dat - de le ft  han ' . 
(Have yer p i cture in your le f t  hand . )  
Yes . Now yo ' go in de re an '  ho l ' yore han ' s like dis . 
(Then you go in there and fold your hands . [ Then ] fold your arms . )  
Yo ' won ' t  be dere long ' fore de spirit come . An ' de spirit wi l l  ' peah to yo ' 

j es ' as ah am now . Wel l , it ' s  not natural - dat is no t de way de worl ' imag ine . 
An '  den she [ he r  spir i t ]  say ,  "Yo ' may ask a question . "  [The man asks ] ' 'Why yo ' 
lef ' an ' why yo ' ain ' t come back? " An '  she ' ll give yo ' a de finite answer .  Yo ' 
take it from one hour from dere . I f  she say she ain ' t  comin ' b ack , den yo ' take 
dat p i t chure ; i f  she say she won ' t  come back an '  yo ' det ermine tuh kill her . Yo ' 
know yo 1 he ard dis word , "I f yo ' don ' t do me no good , yo 1 won ' t  do nob ody else no 
good . "  [This is  a bad mouth - see p . 2 5 5 . ] Yo ' draw a image o f  he r an ' yo ' take 
nine brass-head needles - yeah , dem b ig needles . Yo ' sew nine mawriin ' s  di saway 
[ demons trates ] • 

(To you . ) 
Yah . Fo ' de nex t nine mawnin ' s  yo ' sew ' em from yo ' . De next three mawnin ' s  

which woul d be 2 1 , yo ' s ew  ' em  right through her heart - an ' she ' l l die from it . 
Yo ' take de chamber lye - it ' s  kinda dirty tho ' - say , yo ' love a girl . I t ' s  

kinda dirty . S ay yo ' love her . Yo ' may take a small vial about dat much an ' yo ' 
on a party wit he r .  Yo ' take her o f f  fo ' a Co ca-Cola or whiskey or wine , an '  yo ' 
j es '  po ' j es '  a litt le of  dat int o her wat ah - into dat coke . An ' i f  she drinks 
she ' ll wo rry yo ' for de next  sixteen years - yo ' can ' t git she t  of her . She ' ll 
think mo ' o f  yo ' den she wi ll o f  anybody in de world . 

(You put s ome of  your water into it? ) 
Yeah . 
Now , de next ques tion is - yo ' may be out on a sup p ah . I t ' s  bad in seve ral 

dif f ' rent things . Yo ' may be on a oys ter s t ew .  Yo ' p o ' s  dat into de s tew an '  
i t  goes into dey int es tines , an ' she ' s  fo ' evah wit yo ' from den on . Can ' t  g i t  
shet o f  her an ' ain ' t no othah man kin take her from yo ' atall . 

Dey lock de bowe ls wi t a auger .  Yo ' know whut a auger is . 
Yo ' j es '  mes s aroun ' an ' take yore urinate - dey ' s  no cure fo ' dat , nuthin kin 

git it out . 
(Your urinate .  Do you ge t i t  from the b ladder? ) 
No , from de b owels . Dat ' s  called locked bowels . Dat ' s  whut makes dem lo cked 

b owels . 
Yo ' take yo ' a inch auge r ,  unders t and me , an '  yo ' b o ' s  a hole , 

a tree or into a s tump an ' put dat urinate in dere , an ' yo ' makes 
it airt ight . An' dere ' s  no cure fo ' dat unless yo ' take it out . 
did it , dat very one gotta take it out . 

ah ' ll s ay ,  into 
a peg an '  put 
De very one dat 

Well , de luck of gambling , it ' s de b rain o f  de man . I f  he ' s  foolish , he can ' t 
win nuthin among slick people . But chew kin g ive him a stone an ' name de stone 
an ' he say it ' s  lucky to him . But to make luck , ex cusin ' de dragon ' s  b lood an ' 
de incens e ,  an ' de rat tlesnake mas ter , an ' Eve-an '-Adam [ his motion answers ] .  

( Can ' t  do any thing . )  
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Can ' t  do it . 
Put chure track in i t .  
(They g e t  hold o f  your track? What do they put that in? ) 
Wagon wheel - round . Dey takes de track .  I t ' s  two o r  three ways tuh git de 

track - two ways to git de track .  Yo ' take yo re track an ' put into dat wagon 
wheel . Yo ' know it ' s  round . I f  yo ' wanta make it small where dat yo ' wouldn ' t 
git any furthe r from heah tub Ballenton [p rob ab ly a country s tore ] an ' back 
roun ' ,  or Lake City [ 22  miles south of Florence ] an ' back ro un '  an ' back heah , 
yo ' do dat . Den , if  yo ' put it in where he ' d  have to go all de way roun ' de 
worl ' , he may die ' fo re he git b ack . Dat ' s  whut dey do wit a wagon wheel . 

(What do they do with the wheel? Put it on the ground? ) 
Dey lay it down j es '  lak dis heah [ demons trates ] .  Dat ' s de wheel . An '  put 

chure track in dere . [Whi le he demons trates , I comment . ]  
(I f  you put i t  in the center [ sp indl e  or  axle ho le o f  the hub ] , he wi ll only 

go a little way . The farther you put out on [ and from ] the hub or [ towards ] the 
rim of the wheel , the farthe r he would go . What would you do with that wheel on 
the ground then? ) 

[He do es not understand my ques tion . ] 
Yes sir , dat ' s  in order to ke t ch yo ' . He may as t chew , yo ' know , a man he 

kin - he may say , "We ll , let ' s  walk out heah . "  
[ "What would you do with that wheel on the ground? " The usual rite is per

fo rmed by j acking up a wagon and turning the wheel fo rward or backward . Here 
the wheel , flat on the ground , represents the world in distance as well as move
ment . A pinch o f  footprint in the spindle or axle hole keeps a man moving in his 
neighborhood ; out on the rim , traveling round the world . I sugges t that the 
wheel is s lowly turned once on the ground - clo ckwise , wes t  to eas t .  However ,  
intent ion may be sufficient . ]  

Yo ' take a dog dat ' s  in he at . Now wit a dog yo ' kin do anything dat chew 
want . Yo '  take a dog dat ' s  in heat , she cooperatin ' down he ah .  But befo ' she 
cooperate , yo ' calls her to yo ' an '  j es '  as yo ' do a woman , yo ' mop her wit dis 
han ' che f f  or rag or what somevah it is . Yo '  unders tan ' me . Now , yo ' kin go in 
anybody ' s  [ hous e or chi ckenhous e ]  any time at night chew want . De dog won ' �  
growl at chew , won ' t even b ark . He run up an ' smell yo ' an '  go on ' bout his 
bus iness . Dat ' s  one thing about de dog . 

Now , yo ' take de dog - s ay , fo ' ninstance dat chew had a wife dat chew wan ted 
tub ke t ch . She wus doin ' crooked work .  Dey tole yo ' ' b out it but yo ' didn ' t  
know . Yo ' kill do dog during de time dat de dog is in dat shape , in heat ; yo ' 
guts de do g out an ' takes her livah - take nuth in but her livah . Yo ' embabn de 
livah . Some tell yo ' tub cook it an ' ket ch dem . Dat ' s  not proper . Yo ' embabn 
de livah fo ' nine days . 

(How do you embabn it ? )  
Yo ' put it into alcoho l o r  whiskey , let i t  s t ay in dere fo ' nine days an '  

she ' ll come out petri f ied - �· Yo ' crumb le it all up j es 1  lak dat an ' yo ' 
make a powder , unders tand . Alcohol will dry it  j es ' as a powder - j es ' as [we 
were ] embaZmin ' a frog to scatter the frog , so yo ' kin make a powder o f  i t .  An ' 
yo ' put dat into co ffee , tea or on s teak - ei thah one - whut dey us e  ins ide of  
' em .  Now ,  de  ve ry firs t time dey have a interco ' se ,  dey will lo ck j es '  as  two 
dog8 . Some people tell yo ' yo ' have tuh kill ' em ,  don ' t  dey? Dey don ' t  have 
tuh do dat , b ecause it ' s  done wit j es '  such thing as dat ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' .  

Now ,  how tub git ' em loos e . Go b ack an ' git a piece o f  dat same livah an ' 
make a tea an '  sprinkle it ovah some thing tub eat ; yo ' make a tea an '  let him 
drink a big cupful , if it ' s  de man . An ' de woman will - where dat clog is , will 
come out j es ' lak dat dere . Give ' em no kinda work in medicine . Ah ' ve seen dogs 
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s tay hooked some time 15 minut es , 10 minutes . Wi t ' in 15 o r  20 minutes dey ' ll be 
unloosed an '  neithah one of ' em die from i t . 

Dere ' s  a poison . Yo ' take de snake an '  cut him o f f  - yo ' seen dem - yo ' cut 
' em off lak dat an ' t ake de t ai l . 

(The head o r  the t ai l ? ) 
T ail . Cut de head o f f  an '  save it . I f  yo ' save hi s tusk yo ' kin kill a whole 

town .  
--(Well , how do they do that? ) 

Yo ' put his tusk into alcohol - embaLm in alcoho l where yo ' l l mash it up as a 
powder , an ' everybody g i t s  holt o f  a p i ece o f  dat tusk , any o f  de powder , knock 
' em out j es '  lak . [ Did he snap his f ingers ? ]  

(Kills them , i f  they get it in their food or drink or anyth ing ? )  
Yes , any time i t  goes in heah (mouth ) [ comment b y trans crib e r ] . Dere ' s  nuthin 

yo '  kin do fo ' a fellah unless yo ' - it goes ag ains t him an '  cause hi s mind to be 
b ad .  

( I t  goes right to his stomach . ) 
Yo ' take de eelskin an ' yo ' make de b es t  man in town an '  de wus t drunkard in 

de wo rld qui t drinking whiskey . 
(How do you do that ? )  

Yo ' take de eelskin an ' yo ' emba Lm  i t  wi t alcohol . Takes i t  out an '  h angs it 
up , it ' ll come c rumb ly as a powder . Yo ' put it into de cookin ' s t ove - don ' t  
b urn it . Ain ' t  yo ' seen dat co lored whiskey an ' seen de whi te whiskey? [Whi te 
whi skey to my informant is moonshine whiskey . ] Yo ' co lo r it wit dat . An '  yo ' 
take dat powders an ' yo ' put it into de whi skey an ' yo ' s trains it b ack out . An ' 
when he drinks dat , g i t  fo ' swallows o f  i t - it won ' t  kill him , but he ' l l nevah 
want no mo ' whiskey . 

Dat ' s  de mos t money in eithah one o f  dem things - makin ' a woman love a man 
an ' bring in '  h im  b ack . Dere ' s  p lenty money in b ring in ' him back an ' makin ' him 
love dem . Den some o f  ' em wi ll pay yo ' tuh drive ' em away . 

(You s ay that mos t o f  your work is conce rned wi th women , that want a man to 
love them or want them t o  s top drinking ? )  

Yeah . 
(That ' s  mos t o f  the wo rk . Called woman troub Ze isn ' t  i t ? ) 
Wanan troub Ze . Mos t o f  de t roub le is woman troub Ze . Mo s t  t roub le is how - de 

who le hist ' ry  o f  de wi tch craft bus ines s is woman trouh Ze , love . Now an ' den yo ' 
have a case o f  [ non-woman ] t roub le - have right smart o f  dat , but i t ' s  not as 
fierce as dat woman troub Ze or love . Dey ' ll pay a fo rtune fo ' love , an ' tuh 
b ring b ack .  

(Well , tell me something ab out yours elf . How did you learn the se things . 
Did you work with s omebody ?  Your experiences ? ) 

Ah ' m  de third b oy - fo ' th chile outa s ixteen head . Ah were b awn blind . Ah ' m 
de th i rd boy an '  de fo ' th chile outen s ixteen head . I t  h ave been g i ' n  tuh me , 
wh ich ah have s tudied it fo ' thirty yeahs . 

(You we re b o rn  blind? ) 
Yes s i r , . mah eyes opened in fo ' t een days . 
(You knew o ld Doetor Buz zard? You knew h im  when he was alive ? ) 
Yeah , ah met h im  24 yeahs ago , ah met him in Hamlet , North Caro lina . He wus 

on his way to Tampa , do [ though ] we have ano thah Buz z ard at de s ame time . He 
[ the lat ter ]  live ten miles from heah . Ah saw him yest erday .  

(The re is another one lives around here now? ) 
He don ' t  l ive heah , he lives in de next city . 
[ For Doetor Buzzard , see pp . 89 lf . ; 1414 ; 1447 , line 7 f . ; 1515 ; etc . ] 
(When you do this sort of thing , do you find that the people pay up pre t ty 
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well ? )  
---ne average one will not pay .  Yo ' find s ix - ah ' ll say twenty out of  a hundred 
will do whut he t ell yo ' ;  de eighty when he come dere an '  git , yo ' won ' t  see him 
no mo ' .  

(He won ' t  come b ack again? ) 
He won ' t  come b ack . 
(Does he p ay when he comes then? ) 
Oh yeah - dat ' s  unders tood , s trictly from de [ firs t ] . 
(Before you do any bus iness at all . )  
After yo ' read to him yore work - yo ' supposed t o  have yo re line out lak , 

right heah , runnin ' in rotation , which is A ,  B ,  C , D ,  E ,  F ,  G .  Jes ' watch dose 
an ' den he ' ll look up dere an '  s ee yo ' ,  an '  yo ' explain to him , tell him . I f  he 
want s s omepin good , why yo ' are dere tuh serve h im ;  if he wants dis , he kin use 
his own j edgment . But his case calls fo ' . 

(So  much [work and money ] . And you s ay when they come there , they don ' t  come 
back again? What is the matte r? Are they frightened or what? ) 

No , dey ' re not frightened . Dey gits de work done an ' after a man gits his 
work done , it ' s  very seldom he pays fo ' it . 

(Are they afraid to p ay for it? ) 
Dere not ' £ raid tub pay fo ' it .  
(Do you mean that your work is cheated - beaten by dead-beats ? )  
No , it ' s  not dat way . But eight outa ten when he gits whut he wants an ' don ' t 

have tub pay fo ' i t , yo ' may not see him no mo ' .  
(Why is it that in each town there is  a co lored doctor and a white doctor in 

this kind of work . So many o f  these people tell me they go to a white man rather 
than go to a co lored man . ) 

Dey have no faith - dat ' s taught in the instinct of  de blood . 
(They have no faith in what ? )  
Dey have no faith in dey people . 
(Why? ) 
Well , ah ' ll explain dat to yo ' .  Yo ' see , 6 8  yeahs ago , whi ch is 7 4  yeahs ago , 

it wus slavery . De people down heah wus undah bondage [ he knew I was from the 
North , New York Ci ty - every informant knew that ] , an ' de white mans has turnt 
' em  loose all his life wit ' out bein '  a self-experienced man . Whut he have learnt 
in his days , he will believe whut de white man say ,  nine out a ten , befo ' he be
lieve whut chew s ay .  But he will come to yo ' wit a po '  mou£ ' an ' pitiful [ ask] 
fo ' yo ' tuh he 'p , an '  when yo ' he ' p  ' im ,  h e  won ' t pay yo ' ,  but if  he goes to dat 
white man , he will pay ' im .  

[While machine i s  o f f  I ask him how many believe . ]  
YO ' TAKE SEVEN OUTA TEN BELIEVES IN IT . 
( In this wit chcraft business . )  
Where he ' ll tell yo ' or I dat ' s  it ' s  no sech thing , but still he read de 

Bib le .  Ah prove evah ' thing ah say by de Bib le , fo ' dose  who believe . 
[He is telling me you cannot deny wit chcraft ; the Bible teaches it . ]  
See , yo ' take - yo ' [ and he means me ] kin go tuh work now , [workin ' on] white 

an' b lack ,  de b lack will believe yo ' quicker den me , but ah kin play mo ' whites 
den�o '  kin . 

e says something about no�ood and Reve Zations s o  I turn on machine . ]  
(Yes , no�ood in the Book of  Revelation? ) 
Yes , it ' s  in de Book of Revelations , it ' s  de las t part - yo ' will find it in 

dere , no�ood. Well , de wood of  no�ood. Yo ' know whut kind of wood dat is?  
(No . ) 
[ There is no no�ood or anything like it  in the Bible . ] 
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Dat is de tree s tandin ' up - hollow tree lightnin ' s trike . It  don ' t  s trike 
no tree lak dat . Dey mos tly s trike a pine tree or a cypress tree - any thing lak 
dat . 

Well , yo ' take dat noTWood. Don ' t  care how bad dey is o r  how dey comin ' ,  yo ' 
kin take dat no�ood in dat house , an ' put dere one , two , three , fo ' .  Don ' t  care 
yo ' in b us ines s  wit or whut he s ay when he come (kno ck - knock) [he knocks on 
tab le and asks ] "Who ' s  dere ? "  Yo ' may owe him a thousan ' dollahs . He ' 11 t ake 
th ree dollahs j es '  as qui ck as he would fo ' hundred . 

(You put a piece of  that wood in each corner o f  your house . )  
A peg out of it . Go down into  de woo ds an '  find me a lightnin ' -s truck t re e . 

Yo ' nevah seen dat , but ah ' ve seen it . I t  split tree . Git  chew a p iece about 
dat long an '  trim ' em o f f  to a peg . When de lightnin ' have fi rs t  st ruck de tree , 
de wood is called no�ood. An '  yo '  drives it down : one , two , three , fo ' .  Dat ' s  
one thing yo ' kin do . 

De next thing yo ' kin do , yo ' puts it down ovah yore do ' an ' down in de 
cornahs - de fo ' cornahs o f  yore house . Dat ' s  when yo ' have a lo t o f  so-said
tub-be enemies . Yo ' unders tand me ? 

(That keeps them away ? That drives them away? ) 
Dat drives dem away . An '  he even come up dere . Evah ' man comes ovah dem 

s teps , i f  dat wood is put undah de fo ' co rnahs o f  dat house . I f  yo ' in bus iness 
or what somevah , yo ' may have of ficers out dere , every man comes in de re means yo ' 
well . 

(You s aid that no�ood is any wood from any tree s truck by lightning? ) 
No , it  don ' t strike any tree . Yo ' nevah seen it s trike a mulb erry t re e  or . 
(Oh , but then any tree that the lightnin ' strikes , that ' s  the norwood tree . ) 
Dat ' s  de norwood tree . 
(And you j us t  us e that wood for these things . )  
Dey will protect yo ' . 
(End o f  1315 . )  
(This man that was j us t  in here seemed to know a number o f  things . I don ' t  

know whether I wi ll get a who le lot out o f  him or no t ,  b ut he seems to b e  fairly 
familiar with the wo rk . ) 

MADAM PAULINE 

YO ' CAN 'T "WITCHCRAFT "  NOBODY IF DEY CURSE 

IF YO ' MILKIN ' A BLACK COW., DON 'T  LET 'EM WASH DE TITS 
IF DEY COIN' TUH GIT IT FO 1 LUCK • • •  

NOBODY CAN 'T "WITCHCRAFT" 'EM • • • IF DEY DRINK DE MILK 

IN DE NAME OF DE LORD 

• 

AH GIT DIS HEAH UN [= ONE = FOOT TRACK] 
TO PUT A "BAD MARK II ON YO I 

TUH WANDAH AROUN 1 UNTIL YO 1 DIE 

SAVANNAH ,  GEORGIA 

[ "The mark that Doator Brown [ [ o f  Charles ton , S .  Car . ] ] inwardly saw on my 
forehead was the tav or taw = sign or cross , 2 2nd le tter o f  Heb rew alphab et . 
Presumably - or  at leas t I hope - I b ore the mark o f  the e le at or ahosen of God 



- Hoo doo - Conj uration - Wi t chcraft - Roo twork - 153 7 

(Ezk . 9 : 3- 7 ) ; not the ma:rk of the beas t  (Rev . l4 : 9 ) " - quoting myself on p . l290 . 
Madam P aul ine ' s  bad ma:rk ( of. marg in t i tle BAD MOUTH , p . 2 5 5 f . )  - my only example 
of the term - also comes from the Bible : "And Cain said unto the Lord • • •  ' I  shall 
be a fug i tive and a vag abond in the earth ' • • • •  And the Lord s e t  a mark upon Cain , 
les t any finding him should kill him" - Gen . 4 : 13-15 . Two other famous pass ages 
are : "Ye shall not make any cut t ings in your flesh for the dead , nor print any 
marks upon you , "  Lev . l9 : 2 8 ;  and "For I bear in my body the marks of  the Lord 
Jesus , 1 1  Gal . 6 : 17 .  Marks on the body - tat too , s carification , s tigmat a ,  b irth
mark (see FACI , 2nd ed . , pp . lll-130) , et c .  - i s a vas t field o f  knowledge . ]  

[ At the very end of  the interview th is woman calls herself P auline . A friend 
re commended her as someone who had heard about people being rootworked. Mos t 
women came t o  us through a friend. We always searched for friends , no t Za femme . 
Nei ther he nor she realized that I knew she was Madam P auline , a person wi th 
quite a reputation . Like competent members o f  her pro fes sion , informant 12 74 
could do everything - so rumo r said . Befo re the Great Depression she had b een 
primarily a re ader and seer with whi te trade . Here is a count ry-born woman using 
verb s indigenous to the coas t al region - roo twork and wi tohoraft . Her oroous 
saok was my first acquaintance with an old friend under a new name . The material 
fills cylinders , C5 75 : l-C586 : 10 = 2156- 2 16 7 . ]  

I f  yo ' runnin ' a house an ' yo ' want a  keep de law away where dey won ' t harm yo ' 
fo ' sellin ' liquor , yo ' t ake a box o f  potash , y o ' put i t  to yore fron t  do ' s tep , 
an ' each nigh t or mawnin ' aftah ever ' th in ' is quiet an '  ovah with , yo ' t ake yore 
ohamber Zy e an ' yo ' po ' down to de s tep s , but throw it away from de s teps , an ' de 
of ficers an ' thin ' will come up as fur as dey st eps but dey can ' t  come in . 

(Wait a minute f Do you pour tha t ohamber Zye on the p o t ash ? ) 
No s ir , yo ' put de pot ash undah de front do ' s t ep ,  up undah de s tep , see , an ' 

yo ' throw de po t ash righ t  down in f ront o f  de steps , see , but throw it  in de 
dire ction dat it  will g o  away from de s teps . See . 

(Oh , you throw the ohamber Zye away . )  
Yes , front o f  de s tep , right down in front o f  de potash . 
An '  a woman ' s monthl ies , i f  yo ' wanta kill ' er or i f  yo ' wanta g it rid of ' er ,  

yo '  take it an ' put it in a b o t tle . Stop i t  up t ight an '  throw it  ovahbo ' d an ' 
if dat nevah git  out , i t  will kill ' e r  o r  run ' er crazy or she ' ll go to de south 
or she ' ll nevah be no mo ' good . 

I f  dere ' s  anyone round dat chew don ' t  like an ' yo ' want a g it rid o f  ' em an ' 
want ' em tub g o  away , yo ' t ake de track f rom de b a ck o f  de heel towards de toe , 
put it in a snuf fbox or bottle , or  anything dat dey can ' t  g i t  out , an '  throw it 
ovahbo ' d .  An ' j es '  wherevah dat thing drift , dem peop le will have tuh g o  an ' dey 
won ' t  h arm yo ' • 

An ' den a man , if  yo '  want a git  ' im ,  yo ' take de bow out o f  ' is hat an ' yo ' 
b ury dat an '  yo ' keep ' im or  kill ' im or send 'im to de south an ' he ' ll nevah 
g i t  bet tah .  No do ctah or nuthin can ' t  cure ' im .  

(You bury that you s ay ? ) 
Yes s ir , bury de bow . 
An '  i f  yo ' got a man an ' yo ' wanta keep ' im , yo ' git  three b ras shead needles .  

Yo .. put it in a b o t t le [ cork] s toppah an ' yo ' wear i t  aroun ' yore neck .  Each 
night when yo ' g o  t o  bed , take it from around yore neck an ' put it in yore 
p illah cas e . 

An '  yo ' kin take hair o f f  a pers on ' s  haid . Yo ' kin s top i t  up an ' put it in 
a bot tle an ' throw ' em ovahbo ' d  an ' dat ' ll kill dem . Jes ' as fur as it  go an ' 
flow , dey 1 ll go crazy an ' den dey ' ll die . I f  it  nevah git out , dey won ' t  nevah 
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git no bettah . 
I f  she wanta make him come b ack , whut could she do tuh make him come b ack . 

I f  he leave her , i f  she want ' im tuh come b ack .  I f  he come dere an '  she kin git  
a chance to git in de bed an ' b e  wi t ' im ,  an ' de  rag dat she wipe ' im  wit , take 
dat an '  b ury it in de b ack yard , anywheres , undah de s tep or anywhere , well dat 
man will come back tub ' er an ' he ' d  nevah leave ' er ' gin . 

Or eithah she kin git his sock an '  bury dat in de b ack yard . He ' ll come back 
an ' he ' ll b e  right dere wit ' er .  

An '  yo ' kin do a woman de s ame way ' bout ' er stockin ' . Take it an '  bury i t  in 
de b ack yard where nobody won ' t  find it an '  dig it up er nuthin .  

O r  i f  yo ' kin git de man ' s  hai r ,  bury i t  undah de eve [eaves ] o f  de house 
where de watah drop on it al l de t ime an ' yo ' kin git ' im b aCk lak dat . 

Chamber lye , s top it up in a bot tle , an ' if  it don ' t  git  out , yo ' kin b ury it . 
I f  it don ' t  nevah gi t out , yo '  kin git a person wit dere chamber lye ' cause dey 
can ' t  make wa tah , s ee , or anythin ' - j es ' as long as yo ' keep it s topped up in 
dat bot tle . I f  yo '  throw it ovahbo ' d  an ' where it can ' t  git out an '  have a good 
s toppah in it , dey ' ll die . 

[ I f  you take ] de hair an '  three twenty-penny nails an ' yo ' nails dat hair an ' 
some de s c raps o f f  her dress - de rave ls or any thing of f a person ' s  dres s  - into 
dat t ree where nobody can ' t  s ee it an '  take it out , well yo ' always keep ' em 
dobm ,  keep a woman or man down . Dat ' s  de way yo ' keep ' em  down , i f  yo ' want 
' em round yo ' • 

I f  dey wo ' de shoes - ah heard dat chew kin take a person ' s shoes aftah dey 
done wo ' dem , turn ' em ups ide down in a hole an ' bury it , an ' yo ' kin keep ' em 
dolun or eith ah  yo ' kin kill ' em .  Long as dat shoe don ' t  turn up , er don ' t  turn 
ovah , well , yo ' 11 always have dat person an ' have 'em dolun un.dah yo ' fee t .  

Take it  [pho tograph ] an '  turn it ups ide down in a bedroom undah d e  haid o f  
yore bed in a saucer an '  turn a lookin ' g lass ovah i t  an ' yo ' kin kill a person 
lak dat . 

( I s  that all you have to do? )  
Yes sir , j es '  turn it ups ide down in some watah , an '  don ' t nevah le t de watah 

dry up off de photograph . Always keep it in a lit t le watah where dat glass will 
suck up dat watah , an ' aftah dat glas s  has sucked all dat wat ah ,  an ' it ' vapo
rated an' gone , well dat man will die , or woman , whosoevah yo ' has dey photograph 
undah dat . 

(What do you put that glas s in there for? What kind o f  a g lass is it - a 
glass tumb ler or a looking glas s ? ) 

Yes , a g lass tumb ler . Yo '  j es '  turn it right down on top o f  de photograph in 
de watah an '  let de face of de photograph b e  in de watah , dat when all dat faded 
off  an '  gone , well de person will die . 

Well , ah ' ve heard of - lak if  a person kill anothah person an ' dey in j ail or 
somepin an ' dey wanta git ou t , yo ' take de graveyard dirt an ' yo ' carry it to de 
co ' thouse an '  yo '  s t and wit yore b ack towards de co ' thouse an '  yo ' throw i t . Yo ' 
say , "In de Name o f  de Lord , ah throw dis tuh s cat ter de minds o f  de j edges an '  
de j urors . "  An '  dat person ' 11 come clear o f  dat . I f  dey will , dey give him sech 
a low fine dat chew kin git ' im  out . 

Take de s�oe off his left foo t an '  de so ck o ff his le ft foot , an '  turn his 
shoe ups ide down right undah his head under de bed , an '  hang de s o ck right up 
ovah his head , an ' he ' ll s leep dere unt il she come b ack .  An '  tuh wake him up 
she have tuh move dat shoe or take down dat sock .  

I f  a person is :rooti.Jorked or if  dey is 7JJitahCJ1'a[ted an ' dey wanta git  bettah , 
git up in de mawnin ' 'bout fo ' or five a ' clock an ' go down to a runnin '  stream of 
watah an' j es '  set dere an ' ho ld dat foot in de watah , dat dey may s ee de sun 
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risin ' above de treetops , an ' dat foo t or laig , or whatsoevah it is - de body -
will g it well .  

( I f  somebody has witchcrafted them or rootworked them? ) 
Rootworked ' em , yes s ir .  
I f  a pe rson walk in front of  yo ' - i f  yo ' goin ' - lak yo ' g oin ' any direction , 

north or south , don ' t nevah let a pe rson walk tuh yore right in front o f  vo ' an '  
spit . S ay ,  if yo ' do , wherevah yo ' goin '  yo ' ll have b ad luck . Yo ' may j es ' as 
well tum round an ' go b ack home .  

(What i f  you are walking the other way? ) 
Well , i f  yo ' comin ' to de right , don ' t let ' em walk to yore right ; i f yo ' 

goin ' tuh de le ft , don ' t  le t ' em walk to de left o f  yo ' an '  walk cross yo ' an '  
spit lak dat . I f  yo ' do - say i f  yo ' goin ' fo ' anything - j es '  tum round an '  
go back home , ' cause if yo ' don ' t yo ' d  have b ad luck . 

I f  yo ' goin ' any p lace in a car or walkin ' ,  an ' i f  a rabb it run to yore left , 
turn round an ' go b ack an ' wai t until de nex ' mawnin ' or dat nex ' night . I f  yo ' 
don ' t  yo ' ll have bad luck . 

Ah heard i f  yo '  git  a person ' s fingernails or eithah dere - ah call it scuff 
from down de bot tom o f  yore feet , dat hard part undah de bottom of  yore feet . 
Some people s et down an '  scrape dey feet . I f  yo ' kin git dat finge rnails an ' de 
toenails an '  de hard part from undah de bottom of  dey feet , an ' take it tub where 
a runnin ' s tream o f  watah flow - have it in somepin lak a piece o f  cloth , b ag or 
somepin , where it can ' t  gi t out - j es ' walk dere an '  fasten it on dat ,  yo ' know , 
on a piece of wire or somepin - j es ' where de watah runs all de time an ' it can ' t 
git away . Den yo ' kin kill a person lak dat , if  yo ' keep it chained to dat 
watah - j es ' where de watah ovah dat all de time an '  wash it . S ee , j es '  lak dat 
watah wash an '  molt all dat stuf f  away , yo ' ll j es '  molt sway on land an '  die . 

Dey undahclothes - yo ' kin take de seat o f  a man ' s  undahwear , or eithah a 
woman ' s  undahwear . I f  yo ' take de seat of  a man ' s  undahwear an ' yo ' put it in 
a bot tle an '  stop it up an '  carry lak to a mountain or a hill or somepin, an '  
yo ' walk down dat hill an '  yo ' bury it to de foot of  dat hill , an '  if  dat man 
walk up de hill down by where yo ' got dat b uried - i f  yo '  got it buried deep 
enough , he ' ll stay right dere t ill he die an '  no one kin git  ' im away . 

(You mean you bury it to the bot tom of  that hill ? ) 
Yes sir,  lak upon a hill , yo ' know . I t  ain ' t  gotta be sech a high hill . I f  

it ' s j e s ' high a little bit  where he ' l l  go an '  wander to where yo ' got  dis 
stopped up in dat bottle , he ' ll s tay right dere t ill he die . No one won ' t know 
whut ' s  ailin ' him or nuthin , or can ' t  git him away from dere until he dies . 

I f  yo ' go t anybody dat chew hate an ' yo ' want ' em tub die , yo ' draw a co ffin 
an '  put dem in it an ' six weeks aftah yo ' draw dose cof fins , if dey don ' t  die , 
dey ' ll be so near dead , dey ' l t  go to de south or go crazy or somepin . 

(How do you mean - put them in i t ? )  
Jes ' draw i t ,  yo ' know , an ' say , "In heah ah put chew tub wanderin ' till yo ' 

die . " An '  den aftah yo ' put it , j es '  draw it j e s ' lak it ' s  a do ' or somepin an '  
shet it up , an ' j es '  let dat stay - dat pitchure dat yo ' draw an ' put in dere fo '  
dis person , j es '  let it stay in dere an '  dey ' l l die . 

(And you put it in a drawer or s omething and cover it up . )  
Yes . 

•[ In the preceding statement of mine about drawer or something , I am not asking 
a question or guessing about what she does with the coffin ; I am merely repeating 
what she added after  machine had been turned o f f . There are many examp les of 
these additions . ]  

I f  yo ' write a le ttah to a person an ' dey git chure h an ' writin ' - i f  it ' s  in a 
family of peop le , an '  if  dey goin ' do somep in - lak if a woman wri te a let tah to 



15 40 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hy att Foundat ion -

a man an ' he go t a wi fe an '  wanta do s omep in to he r .  We ll , y o '  take all de 
wimmins in dat f amily an ' draw somep in , yo ' know , lak a p i t chure of ' em .  Well , 
s ome of dose w immins wi ll have aross spirits , s ome will have good spiri ts an ' 
some wi l l  have evil sp iri ts . Well , de one dat chew draw on dere an '  she come 
out , chew know , an '  look f risky an '  s tart dancin ' ,  wel l , yo ' kin t ake dat han ' 
writ in ' an ' p ut i t  on de one dat s t art dan cin ' - put it ont o  her r igh t han ' -
tie i t  on dere where it can ' t  g i t  o f f . In a few day s  she ' l l g i t  s i ck an '  she ' ll 
lay dere an ' she ' ll die . Antses an ' frogs an ' all wi ll crawl up into her , but 
she ' ll be in de b ed whe re evah ' bo dy kin see whut come up dere to her . But chew 
kin take it o f f a  yo ' - lak yo ' t ake i t  o ffa yo ' an '  p ut i t  on me . But chew would 
have t uh pu t i t  onto mah right hand . 

(We ll , how would she put that on her - on her hand ? )  
Yo ' j es '  put i t  ont o  her p i t chure - s ee , to de p i t chure o f  de one dat come out 

dancin ' , see . Lak if ah go t a evi l  sp iri t  an '  mean an ' yo ' d  p i ck o u t  all d em  
girls an '  d e  one d a t  have d e  b e s t  heart an '  b e  de calmes t , dat ' s  d e  one yo ' d put 
it on . But a ole me an person dat would come ou t curs in ' or s ayin ' s omep in l ak  
dat , de re would b e  n o  need t ub  wo rry wit dem . Yo ' d  have t ub  p u t  i t  on a good 
ni ce quiet pe rson fore it coul d do ' em any harm . 

Ah heard dat yo ' kin take graveyard dirt .  I f  i t ' s  a person s tayin ' , lak 
s tay in ' he ah , an ' yo ' don ' t  like ' em ,  yo ' kin g i t  up one mawnin ' ' b out fo ' ' clock 
an ' yo ' kin t ake graveyard dirt an ' throw i t  on de fron t do ' an '  throw i t  at de 
b ack do ' an 1 tell ' em , ' 'Now wandah un t i l  yo ' die . "  An '  dey wi ll have tuh leave 
dis town an ' go to ano thah , an '  when dey g i t  dere dey ' ll gi t  s tationary de re , an ' 
i f  yo ' know whe re dey s tayin ' , yo ' j es ' take it to dat s ame house where dey b een 
s tayin ' an '  do j es ' as yo ' did befo ' ,  an ' s ay de same th ing yo ' said , "Ah th row 
dis heah fo ' yo ' t uh  wandah unt i l  yo ' d ie . "  An '  den dey ' l l wand ah righ t on o f f  
an ' o f f  l ak d a t  unt i l  dey d i e . 

De de ad man ' s  bone . I f  yo ' kill a pers on an ' i f  yo ' kin go to de graveyard 
an '  yo ' dig up dis b one from de g raveyard . Yo ' git de le f t  laig b one o r  de r ight 
laig b one , de le f t  arm or de right arm b one . Yo ' t ake it back home in a s ecret 
p lace , like i f  yo ' have a ole t in tub o r  s omepin , an '  yo ' put it in dis tin tub 
an '  yo ' b urn i t . An '  i f yo ' d  wear it in yo re c lo thes all de t ime or in yore 
p o cke t , any thing dat chew wanta do - where yo ' wan ta g o  an ' b uy · s omep in or 
somep in lak dat , j es '  t ake da t an ' we ar i t  in yore p o cke t wit yo ' an ' h ave yore 
han '  on i t  all de t ime , an ' when yo ' be talkin ' to de p eople , be rubbin ' i t , 
s ee . Dat wi l l  be good luck f o ' yo ' . Ah heard about dat , but yo ' h ave tuh burn 
up dese bones till de ' burn int o ashes . 

( You have t o  get the b one from someb o dy who has killed s omeone ? )  
Da t ' s  right - someb ody who has ki lled s omeone . 
(And you mus t ge t e i ther his right l eg b one and hi s  le f t  arm , o r  hi s le f t  leg 

bone and his right arm? You get b o th of th em o r  j us t one ? )  
Jes ' g i t  b o th o f  them . 
(But they mus t be oppo s i t e  - a rm  and leg ? )  
Dat right - ob j e ct [ oppos ite ] .  
I f  a person kill ano thah one an ' if he come c lear of i t  - like if s ome o f  de 

family want a  have him pros ecuted o r  anythin ' lak dat , yo '  goes to de headb o ' d  of 
de grave an '• yo '  gi t s ome o f  dis s and o f fa de g rave an ' yo '  pu t i t  in a enve lope 
an 1 yo ' take it b ack dere one night ' bout twelve a ' clo ck an 1 s ay , "In de Name o f  
d e  Lord , ah put chew heah to ke t ch d e  one d at murdered yo ' an ' kill yo ' . " An '  
j es ' s ay as yo ' p ut i t  dere - when yo ' p ut i t  dere , curs e de man fo ' a son of a 
bitah o r  de woman fo ' a bitah .  Whoso evah killed dis man or woman wi ll come right 
dere . An '  knee l to de grave , say , "Now , In de Name o f  de Lord ah wanta know" -
lak dey wan ta know who killed ' em  an ' j es '  put it dere . An ' de next day somebody 
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will go ' long an '  see des e people wandahin ' all around dat grave - j es '  wandahin ' 
round dere an '  by dat yo ' ll know whethah dey are guil ty or not guilty o f  a crime , 
of de killin ' • 

(In othe r words , you go to the grave o f  the person who was killed and get some 
of that dirt . And then what do you do with that dirt ? )  

Yo ' put i t  in a envelope an ' yo ' git it from de he ad o f  de grave an ' yo ' take 
it b ack dere an '  put it to de foot of de grave an ' te ll ' em ,  "In de Name of  de 
Lord ah put chew heah to find out whut bitch or son of a bi tch killed yo ' . " 

Dis is  two parts . Ah tell yo ' dis firs t :  
I f yo ' kill a person an ' want a git away , or do any kinda crime , an ' de offi

cers is behin ' yo ' an '  got dogs , yo ' run by where a cow is  layin ' down . Yo ' make 
dat cow git up an '  yo ' j ump - yo ' wipe yore foots in dat cow ' s - where de cow lay 
down at , fo ' three times , an '  den turn round b ackwards an ' when yo ' leave dat 
j es ' run right to de right of yo ' .  Yo ' know , lak yo ' f acin ' dis side , j es ' � 
lak dat until yo ' git to a graveyard an '  yo ' s tay in dis graveyard all nigh t .  
Yo ' g i t  up de nex ' mawnin ' an ' yo ' g o  an ' dey ' ll nevah be  ab le t uh  locate yo ' .  
De dog s co uldn ' t  run yo ' , couldn ' t  g it on yo re trail or nuthin , an ' dat ' s  de way 
dey would lose track of  yo ' an ' yo ' could git clean on out de way , an '  dey ' d  
nevah know who it was de one dat killed or di d murder . 

(When you make that cow get up you , j us t  rub your foot  around in that dirt . 
Not in the manure? ) 

No , no t in de manure . 
(Jus t the dirt that the cow has been ly ing on? ) 
Been lyin ' on . An '  de dogs will come up as fur as dere , but dey kin trail yo ' 

no farthah , an '  dat keep ' em f rom ket chin ' yo ' .  Jes ' run to de le ft . [ Le ft or 
right ? ]  

To git a j ob .  I f  yo ' wanta have luck l ak dat . Yo ' git a bl ack cat an ' yo ' 
put a boi lin ' pot of watah out in de yard - git dis black cat ' live . Take him 
an '  throw him dere , in dis watah . An ' dis lucky bone - aftah it boil all de meat 
o f f  de bone . An '  aftah all dis meat is bo iled o f f  de bone - see , it ' ll be still 
boilin ' but it  won ' t be  but one b one in dere yo ' kin keep , an '  dat ' ll be de lucky 
bone . Yo ' t ake dis one bone out while it ' s  hot an ' yo ' wrap it up in somethin ' 
an '  yo ' put i t  in yore pocket , an ' if  yo ' go fo ' a j ob or go tuh accomplish any
thin ' - wherevah yo ' have it in yore pocket , yo ' be j e s '  rubb in ' it all de time 
wit chure right hand , j e s ' be rubb in ' i t  an ' talkin ' to de person dat chew go tuh 
git de j ob from .  

I f  yo ' wanta go git  a j ob ag in , yo ' could use a rabb it ' s  foot - yo ' use a 
rabb it ' s  lef t foot . Ketch a rabb it , i f  yo ' kin kill him ;  i f  yo ' can ' t  ket ch it , 
kill i t . Well , befo ' he gits cold , t ake de lef t laig of dis rabbit  o f f , 

(Front or b ack? ) 
De b ack laig . Take de back laig o f f  whi le it ' s  warm an ' yo ' sew it up in some 

cloth an '  when yo ' go tuh bed at night , yo ' j es ' carry it an '  push it in yore 
pillah .  I f  yo ' git up tub go in de day time , wear it in yore po cket or either 
yo ' could have it in yore s tockin ' . Put it in yore hat or shoe or anything an '  
j es ' keep it wit chew all de t ime .  Yo ' ll have good luck wit de rabb i t ' s le ft  
hind laig . 

(When you are going out to get a j ob ? )  
• Yes sir . 

I f  yo ' go in ' tuh go gamb lin ' an '  yo ' got some money , an ' yo '  know o f  a woman 
or a man dat chew kin go an '  borrow some money from , to s tart in a gamb l in '  game 
to have good luck , don ' t nevah nus e [ us e ]  de money dat yo ' already have in yore 
pocke t .  Dis money dat chew git from dis woman o r  dis man , yo ' j es '  carry i t  in 
yore right han ' tuh dis gamb lin '  g ame ,  an ' when yo ' g i t  to de gamb l in ' game jes ' 
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lay it on de tab le ,  an '  don ' t  reach in yore pocket to get no money out dere till 
all dis do llah or five dollahs , or whichevah yo ' gits from dis woman or man -
don ' t reach in dere to get none o f  dat until all dat [borrowed money ] is gone . 
An '  aftah all dat [borrowed ] money is gone an ' aftah yo ' lose all dat - if yo ' 
lose it an ' don ' t win , j es '  reach in yore pocket an ' git a quart ah out chure 
pocket an ' yo ' lay it on de right hand side an '  den yo ' reach in dere an '  yo ' 
g i t  anothah piece of  money - whatevah yo ' goin ' bet , an '  yo ' put it on de table 
an '  den dat ' s  when yo ' s tart havin ' yore luck . But don ' t  nevah tech de quartah 
dat be on de right s ide of  yo ' .  

(Where do you put that quarter , on the tab le ? )  
Yes sir , lay it  up dere on d e  cornah of d e  table j es ' to de right o f  yo ' -

j es '  right by yo ' to de right , an ' don ' t  nevah tech it . Don ' t ' low nobody to 
put dey han ' s  on it - j es '  put it  dere . Take it out chure left po cket dough -
don ' t  take it out chure right pocket . But when yo ' go an '  borrow dis money , 
don ' t nevah put it in yore po cket . Jes ' carry it in yore han ' to de gamblin ' 
game an '  lay it on de tab le , an '  s tart bettin ' wit ' at an '  yore luck will come 
to yo ' .  

When yo ' goin ' in business - lak i f  yo ' goin ' tuh sell likkab . When yo ' start 
in , git chew three black kit tens an ' yo ' raise dose kit tens tub be cats . An ' 
always let ' em come in from yo re back an ' go b ack out chure b ack . Don ' t  nevah 
let ' em come all through yore house but in de room - lak if  yo ' got a dinin ' room 
where yo ' sellin '  likkah , j e s ' have dem cats in dere all de time . An '  at night
time j es ' open de do ' where dey kin j es '  wandah all round in yore bedroom , but 
don ' t nevah let ' em go out chure front do ' .  If dey go out chure front do ' dat ' ll 
carry yore luck [ away] . An '  as yo ' sweep up dis room where yo ' sell dis likkah 
an ' where des e  cats wandah around all de time , sweep it  up in a dus tpan an ' j es ' 
pile it - j es ' take it an '  put it in a bucket or eithah in de cornah o f  a fire
place where it won ' t  be burnt , an '  always s tart on Monday mawnin ' sweepin ' up dis 
place an '  don ' t burn dis trash until Saturday night . Yo ' burn it  den , aftah 
yo ' ve swept it up all de week an ' ' cumulated it in de cornah of a fireplace , or 
eithah in a bucke t . Den yo ' kin take a fire or anythin ' an ' j es '  burn it , yo ' 
know , j es '  s et it afire an ' burn it ! 

(That will bring your luck if you are selling liquor? ) 
Yes sir . 
I f  yo ' s ellin ' likkah an ' yo ' wanta keep de law away , yo ' git chew a can of 

po tash an' yo ' put it  down at Chure front do ' s tep . An '  yo ' take yore night 
bucke t , an '  evahy mawnin ' about ' fore day - in de mawnin' early befo ' anybody 
git up - yo ' j es '  take dat chamber lye an '  emp ty it down to de s tep . But emp ty 
it in de dire ction dat it wil l run off , lak dat , an ' if it run off an ' if de man 
should happen tuh come , he can ' t  come no furthah den de do ' .  But he can ' t cross 
dat potash . But when yo ' go to put de potash dere , open it an ' take de top off 
it an ' bury it right undah de back o f  de front do ' s teps , to de back o f  ' em , an ' 
yo ' put de chamber lye in de front of de steps where it will run off . [This is 
a repetition. of  the rite at the beginning of the interview . ]  

If yo ' think anybody workin ' at chew an '  tryin ' tub hurt chew , hann yo ' lak 
dat , yo ' git chew a can of potash an '  yo ' take yo ' a penny an '  lay dis penny up 
on top o f  di� potash - don ' t open it an '  lay dis penny up on top of dis potash 
an '  , "In de Name o f  de Lord ah put chew heah to turn al l mah enemies into friends 
an ' live where none can harm me . "  Jes ' lak dat an '  j es '  let it s tay dere where 
yo ' put it . An '  ev' ry  mawnin '  or ev ' ry  night , if yo ' kin g it to de graveyard , go 
to yore enemy ' s  po ' ch an '  git some graveyard dirt an '  throw it ovah yore le ft  
shouldah lak dat . An '  den ev ' ry  mawnin ' when time tub �it up , ' fore yo ' git up , 
take some salt an '  sp rinkle it on top of dat graveyard �rt. Sweep dat off  an ' 
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sweep it in de direction [ of the enemy ] . Sweep it hard ,  s ay ,  "Ah sweep yo ' offa 
me to keep mah enemies away from me . "  An' aftah yo '  sweep it off , takes a kettle 
of  hot boilin ' watah an ' potash an '  put it up on top of de po ' ch .  Jes ' sprinkle 
de potash all on de po ' ch an ' on de steps an ' let dat watah be boilin ' hot an '  
have enough o f  i t  j es '  tuh wash dat s tep down an '  de potash . An '  nobody will 
harm yo ' . Yo ' won ' t  have no enemies . An ' if dey put anythin ' dOwn fo ' yo ' , 
dat will kill it an ' dey can ' t  hurt chew no way .  

I f  anybody wanta rootwork yo ' or witchcraft yo ' , i f  yo ' wear a dime aroun ' 
yore laig , an ' i f  yo ' wanta know have dey wi tchcraft yo ' - i f  dey doin ' anythin ' 
tuh harm yo ' - dat dime will turn black .  An '  i f  dey ain ' t , after yo ' wear it  
round dere fo ' three days an '  if it don ' t  turn b lack ,  yo ' kin t ake i t  off - it ' s  
no one tryin ' tuh harm yo ' • 

( But you mus t leave it  on three days . )  
I f  he ' s  a drinker an ' she wanta stop i t , git a brown j ug or either a s tone j ug 

where dis man can ' t  see in it  an '  go to de rivah or somewhere where yo ' kin git a 
live eel . Well , while dis eel is live , i f  yo ' kin git  s omeone tub hold his  haid , 
pull de skin off him ; but be shore yo ' git  it  from his back o f his  haid , right 
back ' bout dat far from his haid down his back .  Skin him o ff good an '  j es ' take 
it an 1 go to dat j ug an '  b all it up an ' put it down in dat j ug an '  if he drink 
likkah , dat eelskin will stop it . 

I f  yo ' goin ' down befo ' de j edge - if  yo ' s  in j ail an ' yo ' can ' t git  out , git 
chure mothah or yore sistah or yore bro thah - s omeone dat ' s  real clos e to yo ' .  
Yo '  git 100 pennies in yore righ t hand an ' yo '  t ake ' em t o  de co ' thouse , an '  git 
right where dey hit on de - dey ' ll hit de co ' thouse do ' an ' yo ' throw dem across 
yo re left shouldah an '  say ,  "In de Name o f  de Lord , ah throw yo ' heah to s cattah 
de mind o f  de j udges an ' de j urors . "  An '  dat ' ll make yo re cas e  b e  light - a 
fine . I f  dey don ' t  turn yo ' loose ,  it ' ll b e  sech a light fine dat yo ' kin p ay 
it  an ' come cleah . 

I f yo ' got a j ob an ' someone tryin ' tuh t ake it , yo ' j es '  go an '  git chew a 
whole box of t able salt an '  a box o f  cayenne peppah . Yo ' make yo ' s omepin lak 
a - it be  j es '  lak a mattress de shape of  de bot tom o f  yore shoe , an ' yo '  wear 
dis in yore shoe evah ' time yo ' go to dis j ob - yo ' wear dis pepp ah ,  cayenne 
pepp ah ,  an ' t ab le salt in yore shoe , an ' it ain ' t nuthin dat dey kin do about 
chure j ob or nuthin .  

T ake a oil lamp an ' take one dese ole felt hats an ' yo '  make a wick out of it 
an ' yo ' turn - take dis wick out . Before yo ' make de wick , yo ' take a piece of 
red flannel an ' yo ' put in dis lamp .  An '  i f  yo '  burn i t  all night an ' all day -
lak if  anybody come in , wanted to come to yore house  dat wanted tuh turn yo ' up 
fo '  whiskey or  anything dat chew doin ' - gamb lin ' g ames or anything yo ' runnin ' 
in yore house . Yo ' j es ' set  dis lamp behin ' yore front do ' an ' evah mawnin ' y o '  
git up an '  yo ' light dat lamp an ' yo ' j es '  burn i t  dere in a l ow  b laze until all 
dat kerosene is burnt out . Den yo ' git  chew anothah piece an ' yo '  do de s ame 
way ; j es '  keep it in dere all de t ime an ' j es '  burn it  in a low b laze right 
behin ' de front do ' as yo ' come in . 

(You have t o  keep burning that old felt hat ? )  
Yes s ir .  
(That keep s the law away . )  

• r f yo ' got a person dat yo ' wanta do anythin ' t o , yo ' t ake dis person ' s  name 
an ' yo ' write  it . Yo ' take it  to where dey s tay at  an ' yo ' drive it wit a 
twenty-penny nail down at dey front do ' steps an ' put sand up on top of it . An '  
i f  yo ' or anybody could git dere - yo ' know , git s omebody , some o f  dere close 
friends or somep in , dat kin git in an ' out if it ' s ins ide of  a yard , see - if  it 
ain ' t ,  or  right where yo ' kin git it , yo ' drive a twenty-penny nail through dis 
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papah or whatevah yo ' put dis name on an ' yo '  say ,  "In de Name of de Lord , ah 
drive yo ' he ah tub rust until yo ' die . "  An ' dat thing will rus t right on dat 
nail an '  j es '  as de nail rus t away in de ground an ' mo lt away , dat person will 
die an '  j es '  be droven away . 

Lak if  anybody write a person a let tah - if it ' s  a woman ' s  husband an ' anothah 
woman write he r a let tah ,  take dis lettah - yo ' burn o ff fo ' cornahs of  de le ttah 
an '  yo ' burn it right in de middle [making a quincunx , see p . 710 ]  an ' yo ' put it 
in a j ar or somep in - j es '  burn it where yo ' kin save all de ashes an '  yo ' j es '  
screw a top on it , see , where it will be air tight , an ' j es '  set i t  dere . An ' 
whosoevah dis woman or man was , dey ' ll come to yo ' an '  tell yo ' dat ah wro te 
chure husb and or ah wrote chure wi fe , an ' acknowledge dey w�ngness to yo '  an ' 
b eg fo ' fo ' giveness  an ' all , an ' as t yo ' will yo ' bothah wit ' em .  Keep it in a 
j ar or somepin whe re i t  can ' t  git out - j es '  burn off  fo ' cornahs an ' b urn a hole 
right in de middle of it , o f  dey han ' writin ' .  

(And you put th is letter and the ashes into that j ar? ) 
In de j ar an ' s crew i t  up tight , 
Ah ' ve heard dat gPaveyard diPt is - gPaveyard diPt is goo[eP dus t .  
(That is what it  is . )  
Go tuh where a gophe r g o  down i n his  hole an ' if  yo ' kin git - git , j e s ' B£! 

a card out dis deck dat chew know dat dis man or whatsoevah has had dey han ' on 
it . Yo ' take it to -dis gopher hole an ' yo ' put it  right down in de mouth of  de 
gopher hole where da t it kin roll down in dat gopher hole an ' j es '  s tay in dere . 
An '  as long as dis thing s t ay in dat gopher hole - evah time he go out an ' come 
in , dat thing wil l  be s till down in dere , ' cause as he crawl down in his hole , 
he ' ll work it to de back of de hole an '  it can ' t  nevah gi t out , An ' as long as 
it s tay in dere , yo ' kin j es '  keep ' im down an '  be winnin ' de money all de time ,  
an ' he won ' t  know why de luck is . But yo ' have tuh put i t  right where de gopher 
kin push it down in de hole . 

[ This is not the ground squirrel o f  my boyhood on the p rairie o f Adams County , 
Illinois - genus Cite ZZus (syn . Spe�ophi Zus ) , allied to chipmunks , but a bur
rowing land tortoise (GophePUs po lyphemus ) along the coas tal region of southern 
United S tates . What I call a gopher , my nat ive ground squirrel and the gopher 
of Western United States , is usually known as a saZamandeP in Georgia . ]  

(What card do you get from what deck? ) 
Yo ' g i t  a card out de de ck - git de deuce . Yo ' kin use de deuce , de ten ,  de 

Jack or eithah de King . 
(Well , what deck would you get this from - whose deck? ) 
From de deck o f  dis man i f  he got one . 
(From what man? ) 
Lak if dey p layin ' - yo ' know , got a de ck o f  cards an '  dey playin ' wit it . 

Don ' t  care who de de ck belongs tub , if yo ' kin git de deuce , de ten , de j ack or 
de king out dis deck an ' take it , an '  yo ' roll i t  up an ' t ie somep in round i t . 
Tie a piece of  clo th or somepin wit a s tring , but tie it wit some No . 8 thread 
dat is s t rong an ' it seem lak it been waxed .  Yo ' take it to dis gopher ho le . 
It  don ' t  have to be yore card or ei thah de man ' s  - anybody at de house where yo ' 
played in de hous e ,  lak dey have a deck of  cards . Yo ' j es '  take an '  put it to  
dat gopher hole right where he wo rk down in dere , an '  dat alway s keep s de luck 
down - keep dis man ' s  luck down . But be shore he be ' s  putt in ' his hand on it -
j es '  lays de print of his han '  right lak dat . 

(That is to keep the other fellow ' s  luck down in g ambling ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' ll b e  winnin ' all de time . 
I f  dey s teal anythin ' from yo ' - if  yo ' got anythin ' an ' anybody s teal it an ' 

yo ' wanta know whut to do tub bring it back ,  yo ' git de end of  a crocus bag . 
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(End of what ? )  
Crocus saak - a s ack . Don ' t  chew know de se ole arocus saaks ? I t ' s  made outa 

cloth , bu t it ' s  s omepin lak , yo ' know whu t g uano be in - dem ole brown thin ' s  dat 
guano be in . 

(What do they usually put in those sacks? ) 
De ' put - chi cken feed be inside of it . 
( Crocus saaks - like what we call a gunny sack up North . The material is very 

rough . ) 
Ah guess so , yes . 
(They call them aroaus s aaks down here ? )  
Yes . 
[ The term arocus saak or aroaus bag , used in Southe rn United S t ates and the 

West Indies , is (or was ) a gunny sack . The word pronounced kro ' kus . ]  
Well , yo ' git dat an '  yo ' g it de left cornah o f  dis sack ,  an '  yo ' t ake it an ' 

yo ' t ake it to dis place where yo ' think - well , alk i f  it ' s  anybody s tole a cow 
from yo ' or  any thin ' ,  yo ' t ake it to where yo ' think dis person - where yo ' know 
yo ' had it an ' dey g ot i t  from dere . Yo ' t ake dis left  cornah o f  dis a�cus bag 
an ' yo ' put it in a top - any kind of top [metal lid ] , an '  sprinkle some sulphur 
on it an ' sprinkle some s al t  an ' then yo ' light it . An '  as long as yo ' keep dis 
burnin ' , dat pe rson will be always wandahin ' around wit dis cow or anythin ' dat 
dey got . Dey ' ll wandah as long as yo '  keep dat thin ' burnin ' . Dey ' ll wandah 
until dey git right b ack to yo ' wit de thin ' dat dey stole from yo ' ,  or eithah 
whosoevah dey stole i t  from . Dey ' ll wandah right on back .  But j es '  burn dat 
aroaus s aak in somep in an ' don ' t  nevah empty yore ashes out , an '  keep sulphah 
an '  peppah sprinkled on it all de t ime . 

T ake an '  use three matches - lak i f  yo ' ve got a man an '  yo ' don ' t  want ' im 
an '  yo ' wanta git rid o f  him . Yo ' take three matches an '  yo ' take it to - if 
he ' s  s leepin ' wit yo ' or s tayin ' wit yo ' or anywhere so yo ' kin git to  where his 
bed is - yo ' j es '  take yo ' three matches an ' put it in somethin ' an ' take it an '  
slip it  on his side on de bed . An '  dat man will go o f f  an ' he ' ll git  into 
somepin or he ' ll g i t  put in j ail , j es '  as long as yo ' keep dem three matches 
dere . But always let ' em be de same three mat ches dat chew s tarted wit , yo ' 
see . De matches , yo ' know , yo ' won ' t  g it rid o f  dem . I f  yo ' put ' em in somep in 
an ' keep ' em - j es '  tie ' em  around an ' keep it right in dere , an '  dat man will 
wandah or he ' ll git in j ail , git a long sentence or somepin , or he ' ll go on off  
an '  he ' ll nevah b othah yo ' .  A woman would be de same way , but put it  on de s ide 
of de bed dat dey s leep on . 

I f  s omebody come to yore house an ' yo ' want ' em to stay away , yo ' b e  in de 
kitchen an '  yo ' g it de t ab le salt , an ' as dey walk ' long - but j es '  don ' t  throw 
it hard enough where dey kin hear yo ' - j es '  walk along an ' as dey walkin ' an '  
b e  t alkin ' , yo ' j es ' let dat salt  b e  hit tin '  ' em all in de b ack, hit ' em  all in 
de b ack . Well , yo ' turn right round an '  go while de s alt hi ttin '  ' em in de back ,  
an ' when yo ' throw d e  las t , when dey g o  tuh g o  down de s t ep ,  yo ' throw i t  right 
in behin ' ' em .  An '  git de b room an '  start where yo ' throwin ' dat sal t ,  where yo ' 
s tart throwin ' it at ,  an ' j es '  sweep . An '  when yo ' git  to de front do ' yo ' s ay , 
"O son o f  a bitch , "  or "ole bitch ,  ah sweep yo ' from heah tuh keep yo ' from wor
ryin ' me any mo ' • " An '  dey won ' t nevah come b ack dere agin . 

• Yo '  kin take a needle an ' put it in a cork s topp ah ,  whut chew s top up a bottle 
wit , an '  yo ' kin wear it round yore neck all day , an ' evah night take it  off an '  
put it in yore p illahcase . Put it in yore pil lahcas e till de next mawnin ' an ' 
j es '  git up an '  put it b ack round yore neck , an ' yo ' ll always have good luck wit 
yore boy friend or yore man ,  if yo ' go t one . 

[ The p receding rite is a variant of  the one already told about three brasshead 
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needles . ]  
Yo ' kin take three p ins an ' t ake de bow out of a man ' s  hat whe re he done 

sweated in . Yo '  take an ' put it in somepin - lak if yo ' l ay i t  on dis tab le 
anywhere where dose p ins can ' t move . An '  yo '  s tick dis pin - yo ' stick one on 
di s end t right on de end , an '  one right in de middle where dat bow is  tied t an '  
[ the third ] right on de o thah cornah end . After yo ' put one on dis cornah an ' 
put one on de o thah cornah an '  one in de middle , den i f  yo ' got it anywhere , 
don ' t  care where it is , i f  it ' s  in de ground , on a piece of wood or any thing ,  
but j es ' put it dere an ' put dem pins in hard enough where dey ' ll nevah come 
out or nuthin until dat bow is rotten . Well , yo '  know , i f  it  s tay dere till i t  
ro t ,  it  will have tuh b e  d ry  ro t . An '  after hit ' s  rotten , j es '  t ake it  up on 
dat p iece of bo ' d  dat it ' s  on , on a p iece of papah , an '  place it  in yore fire
place an '  yo ' burn it , an ' if yo ' wan ta git . 

(Why do you do that - burn it fo r? ) 
Afte r i t ' s  all ro tten , yo ' burn it to burn up de ashes of  it . Yo ' do [ that ] 

to git  rid of  de pe rson wit de hat or eithah de bow come out o f  his hat . Well , 
yo ' burn it an ' af ter yo ' burn it , yo ' burn it in de fi ' p lace or anywhere , an '  
if  dat man don ' t go to j ail ,  he ' ll be walkin ' ' long an '  a automob ile or somep in 
will walk ovah him - somepin lak dat . 

I f yo ' got a man an '  don ' t  want him , wan ta git  rid o f  h im ,  yo ' put - lak s ome 
people us e bricks in de fi ' place , yo ' know , dese long bricks . Yo ' let a b ri ck 
git red-hot an '  take a han ' kerchief dat he have used , i f  yo ' wanta gi t  rid o f  him 
an '  don ' t  want him . Yo ' tie it in a bow kno t an ' yo ' lay dis brick up on top o f  
d i s  han ' kerchief . Lay it [ the ho t b rick on the handkerchief ] somewhere where 
somebody can ' t  see i t , [ even] if it ' s  in de ground , an '  let it burn , an ' af ter 
hit burn , yo ' bury it wit de brick right on top of dat . An '  if de brick be hot 
right on it , it  won ' t  mattah - an '  let it burn dere right on . Well , j es ' as long 
as dat burn an ' all dat will nevah git  s cratched up or dug up by nobody , yo ' ll 
git  rid of dat man - he ' ll die or he ' ll go crazy or he ' ll swell up . Some people 
will walk in next mawnin ' an ' find him dead or somepin . See , somep in dat he had 
b lowed his nose on or wiped his mouth on - anything dat he have be us ed , b ut let 
it be a han ' kerchief , a pocket han ' kerchief , an '  use a red-ho t brick .  

Well ,  a woman kin tie up a man from othah wimmins , t o  keep ' im from mes s in ' 
wit othah wimmins . Take a di shrag .  Yo ' kin use a dishrag or eithah a pocke t 
han ' kerchief , b ut chew take i t  - de dishr ag dat chew use in yore kitchen , an '  
yo ' b ath dis man or wipe dis man down wit it , an ' after yo ' wip e him off  wi t i t , 
j es '  take it  j es '  lak it stand an '  go tuh de back an ' b ury i t  to de left-hand 
s ide of de back do ' s tep , an ' he ' ll nevah have no mo ' use  fo ' no woman but chew 
an '  no thah woman couldn ' t  use him but yo ' .  

We ll , yo ' t ake dis tape measure dat chew measure him wit an ' yo '  measure -
it ' ll be so many inches on his privates , an '  j es '  how many yo ' measure on dat 
yo ' j es '  cut i t  off  an ' carry it  out an ' bury dat down . An '  j es '  lak yo ' take 
dat measure an '  bury it , dat wi ll keep dat man down an '  he ' ll nevah be wi t no
b ody but chew , an 1 yo 1 kin gi  t all his money an 1 yo ' kin keep him all de time . 
No othah woman won ' t  give yo ' no trouble wit him whatsoevah . 

Lak if a man come tuh stay wit her , or she ' s  in a room wit a man an '  he go t a 
pocket fulla money o r  somepin an '  she wanta alip him , she ' ll take de le ft cornah 
of dat sheet .an '  t ie a kno t in it , an '  right wherevah her an ' dat man be in de 
room togethah , she kin gi t  all o f  his money an '  have enough tuh leave heah an ' 
go ' way somewheres else b efo ' dat man will wake up .  I f  dey be in dey own hous e -
i f  dey don ' t ,  dis man will nevah be woke , unt il whosoevah s tayin ' in de house 
come an '  find him sleep in ' so long , an ' de doctah come an ' wake him up .  Yo ' 
know , lak de doctah come an '  kin wake yo ' wit medicine . Or not dat - s ee , de 
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cornah of de sheet is tied on de lef t-hand cornah of de bed an '  [ th e  do ctor or 
s omeone ] think i t ' s  money or s omepin in it an ' untie i t  an ' dat man will be 
awake . Wel l , like if she g o  in dere in de night an ' do it by night , see ,  she 
kin be out an '  b e  g one an ' be out de way an ' nobo dy will nevah know who wus in 
de room wi t ' em o r  nuthin or who had de money . 

(That is al l she has to do ? )  
Yes sir , kno t in de le f t-hand cornah o f  de sheet . 
I f  a woman ties a man up an '  he don ' t  want dat woman . 
(How can he ge t rid o f  that so that he can have some o the r woman ? )  
I f  she ties h im up , he kin go right in de woods - anywhere dey i s  a woods , an '  

yo ' s ee it ' s  a s t i cky thornbush out dere . Yo ' call it prickly ash . We ll , if he 
dig di s root - dig an ' don ' t  lay i t  on de g round when he dig i t . Have s omep in 
dere to put it up on , like i f  he have tuh c arry a ch air or somepin righ t by where 
he dig gin ' it an ' lay it up on de re . He t akes dis s tu ff b ack home an ' he ' ll make 
a tea o f  it - draw it .  Dese roots would b e  in b ig hunks lak mah hand , but he ' d 
cut it up fine enough to put i t  in somepin , but don ' t  nevah b o i l  yo re medi cine 
if yo ' want it to do yo ' any good , b o i l  de watah . Put de medicine in s omepin dat 
chew kin s team it , lak yo ' po ' dis hot watah on de roo t s  in de cup an ' s top it up 
wit a s aucer or anythin ' dat ' s  put ovah de re tuh s team i t . When yo ' boil yore 
medicine , all de s t rength goes out in de watah . An '  j e s '  let i t  s team in dere . 
Af ter hi t s teams , he drink it j e s ' as ho t as he kin b ear , an ' wh ile he drinkin ' 
dis med icine , s e t  by de b ed wit his foot in a tub o f  ho t salt an ' peppah wat ah . 
An '  when he set wit dis foo ts in dat ho t s alt an '  peppah wa tah , let dat t ub set 
dere al l nigh t , an ' in de mawnin ' when he g i t  up he ' l l throw dat watah towards 
de sunris e .  An' i f he knew - lak if he wanta be wit s ome o thah woman an ' he 
can ' t ,  he kin t ake it aftah he us e an '  throw it towards de sunrise , or eithah 
throws de wat ah at suns e t , an ' as he throw dat watah he s ay ,  "Ah throw yo 1 he ah ,  
In de Name o f  de Lord , to wandah an ' wandah till yo ' die . "  Well , dat woman wil l 
j e s ' wandah o f f  from heah . An '  dat medi cine whut he t aken will he ' p  ' im , s ee , 
an ' dat rag or whatsomevah she wipe him wit , whut she have buried in de g round , 
someb ody will f ind it or dig i t  up .  Somebo dy - lak she bury it heah in dis b ack 
yard an '  den move o f f , somebo dy wil l  come heah an ' dig af tah some thin ' ,  i f  i t  
ain ' t  nu thin b u t  t o  p ut de f lowers , an ' dig up dat rag . But if he don ' t nevah 
dig i t  up , i f he take dis pri ckly ash medicine - it ' s  a s t i cky bush wit long 
tho rns on it lak dat but dey call it pri ckly ash . I f  he take dat an '  cut it up 
an ' put it in a sauce r , in a cup an ' s top i t  up wit a s aucer or anythin ' ,  he kin 
s teep i t  but don ' t  boil i t , an '  dat wi ll do htm good .  

I f  a woman got a husb and an ' she wanta ke t ch him wit ano thah woman . I f  she 
kin kill a dog , git dis dog l ivah out an ' she f ry  i t  an ' give it to dis man tuh 
eat , we ll , de nex t time he go to dis woman an '  be wit her or any thin ' lak da t ,  
dey ' ll git tied up lak two do gs . 

Well , if dey tied up lak dat an ' yo ' want a  git ' em apart , dey s ay if yo ' t ake 
a j ar o f  tomatoes - yo ' know lak some people can s tuf f in j ars an ' den sell ' em  
to de f actories t o  can it in c ans - yo ' take a j ar o f  tomatoes an ' yo ' t ake i t  to 
whe re di s man an ' woman is , i f  dey tied up lak dat . An '  yo ' s train dos e tomatoes 
an ' git all de s eeds out of it an ' yo ' bathe where i t ' s  tied up - dey s ay it b e  
sw�le-like . We l l , yo ' b athes de swollen part o f  i t  in d i s  tomato j ui ce an '  i f  
yo ' bathe dem i n  d i s  tomato j ui ce an '  i t  shrink , s ay da t ' ll shrink down an '  de 
swe ZZingness will go an '  dey kin come apart like dat . 

Dey kin use a horsesho e . Yo ' t ake a horseshoe an '  yo ' kin nail i t  up ovah 
yo re f ront do ' an ' take a penny an ' nai l  i t  down in de fron t  do ' ;  an ' yo ' j e s '  
le t dat penny s tay de re all de time an ' yo ' s crub ovah dat penny all de time , 
an '  j es '  leave it dere an ' dat ' ll be good luck fo ' yo ' . 
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An '  den ah heard of  a woman usin ' her monthlies , givin ' it to a man . Take it 
if she wanta an ' j es '  take it if she wanta cook tomatoes - yo ' know dat ' s  red . 
Yo ' take an ' s crape dis s tuff off  wit a spoon , sometime - yo ' know how it be on 
dere . Yo ' s crape it  off  wit a spoon an '  wherevah yo ' put dem tomatoes , yo ' j es '  
put it in dere . 

An '  if  not dat , yo ' j es '  let de rag where de blood ' s  on it lay in a cup , an '  
po ' boilin ' co ffee on it an ' yo ' g ive i t  to dat man , an '  yo ' kin keep h im  dOwn 
an '  he ' ll j es '  - he won ' t nevah go nowhere but right  tuh work an ' right b ack home 
an ' git in de bed ,  an ' yo ' ll have de privilege tuh go an ' b e  round anywheres 
where yo ' wanta , an ' he ' ll nevah harm yo ' or bother yo ' .  

Ah ' ve heard of  people walkin ' b ackwards . I f  yo ' walk backwards - lak if ah 
don ' t like yo ' or don ' t like yore mothah or anything . [ They ] say ,  if ah walk 
backwards an ' turn round to mah le ft-side fo ' three times an '  cuss yo ' ,  dey say 
yo ' ll git sick an ' dey say yo ' ll nevah git  bettah - j es '  cuss fo ' a son of a 
bitah or some kinda ole mean name . But chew have tuh walk b ackwards for about 
ten steps , an ' den turn round an ' cuss ' em tuh de left  s ide fo ' three times , an '  
yo ' or yore mother or father or somebody will take sick an ' dey ' ll nevah git  no 
bet tah .  

I f  ah wus worryin ' yo ' an ' wouldn ' t  let chew alone , an ' yo ' j es '  take an '  go 
tuh where yo ' know dat ah come down de steps  - lak if it ' s  mah house , heah ah 
come down dese steps - an ' yo ' go to  de do ' an '  yo ' say , "In de Name of de Lord , 
ah git dis heah ' un  [ one ] to  put a bad mark on yo ' tuh wandah aroun ' until yo ' 
die . "  [ For  bad mark , see introductory comment , p . l536f . ] Yo ' j es '  git dat s and , 
an ' it have to be dew , lak a person gain ' late at night , yo ' know , or gain ' early 
in de mawnin ' , an ' ket ch dem on dey foo t , yo ' know , wet sand . Well , yo ' g it dat 
wet sand and let it be dey right track ; an '  aftah yo '  git dis s and an ' let it  be 
dey right track , yo ' j es '  take it  an ' tie it up . An '  aftah yo ' tie it  up , yo ' 
carry it in de woods an ' bo ' yo ' a ho le in a tree . An '  aftah yo ' bo ' dis hole in 
dis tree - yo '  take an ' bo ' it b ig enough , don ' t  have sech a b ig bundle [ of s and] 
yo ' know , where yo ' kin [ can ' t ]  poke it in dere . An '  yo ' put it  in a pine tree 
so yo ' kin git some o f  de gum of f dis pine tree an ' some of de p ine bark .  An '  
yo ' put it in dis tree an '  yo ' stop it up wit dat gum , an ' lay dat pine b ark on 
it so i t ' ll grow ; an '  as long as dat thing grow dere , dey people will always have 
bad luck . An '  if  yo ' j es '  put it  in a small t ree , see , de smaller yo ' kin bo ' a 
hole through where nobo dy won ' t  be so  lucky tuh cut it out ; well , as long as dat 
tree grow up , grow up , grow up , an ' j es '  keep a ' growin ' , dem people will j es ' go 
an '  wandah an ' have bad luck . Dey can ' t  have no j ob or dey won ' t  have no money , 
no clothes or nuthin , dey ' ll always be raggy an '  naked . 

Yo ' take de gunpowdah out de gun an '  yo ' take three shots out de - yo '  know , 
like dis gun . Yo ' know , dem little shots dat be in dere wit de gunpowdah , yo ' 
take dat out an ' if  yo ' wanta fix it , fix it  in somepin . Like if  a woman wanta 
take some kinda powdah , medicine or somepin , yo ' put dat stuff in dere ; or not  
dat , yo '  kin git  dem three shots  into somethin ' an ' let dis woman eat  it . Let 
her eat it . She kin eat it or  eithah drink it , j es '  so she kin gi t  it  in ' er .  
Well , she ' ll nevah have no nature or no chi l ' ren or nuthin - she can ' t  have no 
chil ' ren or nuthin , i f  yo ' give her dat . Yo ' j es '  take a teaspoonfulla de gun-
powdah • 

(You j us t  use the lit tle shot and put it in her food . But she would s ee those 
shot in there , wouldn ' t  she? ) 

No , yo ' kin put it  in somethin ' dat she can ' t  see , ' cause see some of dem ' s  
very small . 

Well , ah tell yo ' whut dey kin do in a case of  dat . I f  she want her tuh have 
a hard delivery lak dat , git a razor blade an ' take it  tuh where dis woman stay 
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at an '  g it up undah de house , an ' take a twenty-penny nail an '  nai l through dis 
razo r b lade , but be pa ' ti ' lar an ' don ' t  b reak it , an '  dig down in de hole an '  
take an '  o le axe dat dey ain ' t gain ' us e an ' set  de back of it up an '  turn de 
sharp side of de axe up lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Say when yo '  turn de sharp s ide 
of it ou t , evah ' time dat baby ' s  haid go tuh come out , he ' ll j es '  turn crossways 
cross dat woman an ' won ' t nevah come out lak dat . 

(The wi fe would do that to the o ther woman? ) 
To oross her up . 
(Where is th is razor blade put ? )  
Undah de house - g o  undahneat ' d e  house .  
(In the ground? )  
Yo ' don ' t have to pu t  i t  in de ground . Like de , yo ' know , sills undah de 

house , well , j es '  go up undah dere an ' nail it to dat sill wit a nail , an '  den 
right undah dis razor b lade , take an ole axe dat yo ' ain ' t gain ' use an ' set de 
sharp s ide of it up lak dat undahneat '  de hous e , an '  den covah it back ovah . An '  
den when dat woman g o  to have dat chile , ins tead o f  dis chi le comin ' .  

[ In the preceding rite the axe is vertical and the razor blade horizontal ; two 
cutting edges crossing each other , �ossing up the woman . This is the tau cross 
or T-shaped cros s ; also an examp le o f  the many varie ties o f  the doub le cros s 
(• doub le OPoss ) - here a normal cross �•d a cutting-edge cros s . For razor and 
axe at childb irth , see FACI , 1 s t  ed . , p . l22 , Nos . 2 5 11-2513 ; 2nd ed . , p . l34 , Nos . 
2962 , 29 70 , 29 7 4 . ] 

Ah ' ve he ard ' em s ay a woman kin t ake blues tone or watah an '  wash her man ' s  
private an ' he ' d  nevah have no oouPage . De do ctor couldn ' t  give him no medicine , 
yo ' know , where he ' d  gain oouPage or nuthin . Nuthin yo ' kin do fa ' it , j es ' long 
as she keep de same watah but don ' t  throw it out . Jes ' git  enough in s omepin 
where she kin wet a lit tle rag an ' if he go tuh sleep in de night time or she know 
when he b e  s leepin ' - he be drunk o r  anythin ' - j e s ' b athe him down wit dat b lue
stone an ' j es '  wheresoevah she got  it , if she got i t  in a j ar ,  j es '  po ' it back 
in dere an '  she t it up , an ' j es ' keep it  an '  de next t ime she g it re ady ,  j es '  
take de same li ttle rag an '  j es ' bath him down wit dat , an ' dat always ke ep his 
ooUPage down an ' it won ' t  rise . 

(Except for her?  Or fa no one ? )  
He will have ooUPage fa ' her but he won ' t  have ooUPage fa ' nobody else . 
Ah he ar o f  ' em t akin ' hair off dey privates - s ay a man kin t ake a woman ' s or 

either a woman kin t ake a man ' s ,  either one o f  ' em .  An '  take a needle - git a 
needle an ' sew it [ hair]  up in a clo th an ' aftah yo ' s ew  it  up wit dis needle in 
dis cloth , yo ' know , in a little s ack [making a hand] . Take de needle an ' punch , 
turn it j es '  lak dis an '  punch it  right on through lak dat [ demonstrate s ] . 

(Punch it through the bag . ) 
Through de b ag lak dat an '  s ew it up dere , an ' aft ah yo ' punch it through de 

b ag lak dat , let de thread be in de eye o f  de needle , an ' carry de thread up an ' 
thread roun ' de eye o f  de needle lak dat an '  yo ' tie it right on dat side . Yo ' 
take i t  out in de woods o r  anywhere , lak where de hogs wallah or anywhere an ' yo ' 
j e s ' put it  dere , an '  j es '  as long as yo ' keep dat hair dere , if  yo ' wanta keep 
de woman down ,  yo ' kin keep de woman down , or i f  yo ' wan ta keep de man down , yo ' 
ki� keep him down .  

(You put a thread i n  this needle? And then you wrap that thread around the 
needle ? )  

Aroun ' de needle , yes s ir ,  where hit can ' t  g it out dis li ttle bag i t  be in . 
An '  aftah yo ' wrap it round dere a coup le o f  times , j es ' t ie it on de side where 
dey ain ' t no eye in de needle - where it can ' t git out . Take it out wherevah , 
where yore hog wallah - where yo ' j es ' keep it wet all de t ime . 
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Ah ' ve he ard of  ' em us in ' brims tone fo ' luck . Yo ' take an ' git a s aucer , git  
somepin g las s , an ' yo ' put brims tone an '  sulphur she t up in de house . Yo ' put 
some to yore back do ' an ' some to yore front do ' an ' dat will keep luck , an ' keep 
all yore enemies an '  evah ' thin ' away from yo ' ,  an ' yo ' have good luck wit likkah . 
Anythin ' yo ' s t art tuh att empt yo ' ll accomplish . 

A woman kin t ake a pocket han ' chief an ' wash dis po cket han ' chief an ' den 
aftah she wash it , iron it an ' aftah she iron it , t ake potash - de pot ash where 
she kin g it de dus t  of i t .  An '  let it be folded up ,  an '  j es ' po ' dat potash up 
on top o f  dat han ' chief , an '  let it all be dus ted up dere . Jes ' empty it all 
back in de can an '  stop dis can up tight an ' j es '  let dis dus t be on dere . Well , 
when a man go - yo ' know how a man wipe his face or his eyes wit dat han ' chief . 
Evah ' t ime he carry it by his eyes , he ' ll git  blinder an ' b linder - he can ' t  see . 
See , dat dus t from dat lye , j es '  eat an '  eat in his eyes until it  eat de bone 
clean out his haid . [ This is hoodoo reenforced by reality ! ] 

Take a rattlesnake ' s  rat t les an ' cut it of f - cut it off  ' fore he git  co ld , 
aft ah he ' s  daid . An ' yo ' kin take it an '  put it - carry it to anybody . Yo ' kin 
kill a person wit dat . 

Yo ' take de ratt lesnake ' s  rattles an ' take it to a well or anywhere where it ' s  
watah or anythin ' .  I f  yo ' wanta g ive i t  to a man in likkah an ' wait until it ' s  
dry , yo ' know , af tah - it ' s  green or right live on de snake - wait until it ' s  dry 
a lit tle , see , where de dus t j es ' shake off  it . See , yo ' j es '  ketch it  by de 
tip , dat lit tle tip dere where yo ' j es '  [hold i t ] . An ' when yo ' go tuh shake 
it , turn yore haid an '  be sure it don ' t git  in yore eyes . Well ,  if yo ' s leep -
anybody s leep an ' yo ' want ' em tuh lose dere sight , yo ' j es '  take dat rattle
snake ' s  rattles an ' j es '  rake dat dust right ' cross dere eyes . Wel l ,  dey eyes 
will be closed an '  nevah will open ag ain , ' cause it ' s  poison an ' it won ' t  be no 
sight dere an ' de b alls wi ll sink ' way in de head . 

Lak ah ' d  git  somepin in me an '  ah ' d  wanta git it out . Well , de way ah ' d  do 
tuh git  it out , ah ' d  take cayenne peppah , soda an ' salt an'  vinegar an '  mix it  
up in a bot tle , an ' git  a chi cken feathah . An '  aftah yo ' git  all dat mixed up 
in a bott le , yo ' kin git a chicken feathah an ' put a few drops of  turpent ine in 
dere an ' dey [ p atient s ]  say it ' ll burn . Well , if it  ain ' t no wound , yo ' know a 
wounded place , well yo ' kin j es '  put it o.n dere on da t wound . Yo ' j es ' take it 
on a chi cken feathah an ' a s tick ,  an ' if  it ' s  in de s tomach , yo ' s tand off  from 
' em an ' bathe it in dat - j es ' b athe it down wi t dat chicken feathah , but don ' t  
put chure han ' s in it . Bathe it down wit dat chi cken feathah an ' have it on a 
s tick where yo ' set  de feathah up in de cornah - de cornah of  a room or  place or 
anywhere . When yo ' g it  through wit dat likrish [ liquid ] yo ' j es '  s top it back 
up an ' yo ' do dat three times a day - mawnin ' ,  noon an ' night - everyday , until 
yo ' see dem snakes or s corpions or  what soevah dey is , come crawlin ' out dat 
place . But don ' t  nevah let chure stick fall down on de flo ' or nuthin - dat 
chew got tuh bathe ' em in . Jes ' keep it settin ' straight up in de lef t  cornah 
of de house . Don ' t  le t nob ody put dere han ' s  on it but chew ; don ' t  let nobody 
handle yore liquids but chew - dat chew got tuh bathin ' in . 

Yo ' take de wood from a tree dat wus struck by lightnin ' , take it up undah de 
eve [eaves ] o f  de house - lak if yo ' - if anyb ody ' s  in dere an ' yo ' want ' em to 
git killed or anythin ' ,  yo ' want de lightnin ' tuh s trike ' em ,  yo ' take dis wood , 
or either a chip from dis lightnin ' -struck tree , an ' if it ' s  - i f  yo ' kin cut 
down a tree an ' sell it to anybody dat de lightnin ' has struck .  Well , when it 
starts thunderin ' an ' lightnin ' , de lightnin ' will come all around an ' play round 
dere an ' it will go round to everybody ' s  house , but wheresoevah dat lightnin ' 
struck wood is hit ' ll go in dere an ' strike . Well , if  it s trike in dere an ' yo ' 
kin be at de s tove cookin ' an ' it kills people , if it ' s  anybody dat yo ' wanta 
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kill lak dat . 
Well , if yo ' want ket ch a person ' s  spirit , yo ' have tub go to de house where 

dey s leep . An '  yo ' g o  to de house when dey s leep in '  an ' i f  yo ' kin git in an ' 
git talkin ' - yo ' know , git someone tuh git  ins ide an ' go to talkin ' ,  i f it ' s  a 
woman or a man . I f  she talk good , while she talkin ' good ,  yo ' j es '  ke tch holt of 
her left  hand , an '  while she talkin ' g ood - aftah yo ' ket ch holt o f  her left hand 
wit yore right han ' , yo ' take an ' j oin it cross lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Let dis 
man be talkin ' to her , if she be as leep or not - yo ' know s ome peop le talk when 
dey s leep . While she talkin ' lak dat , if  she talk wit a good spirit an '  don ' t  
curse  o r  nuthin , well yo ' le t dat man carry dat cross-han ' back to yo ' j es ' lak 
dat [ demonstrates ] .  An ' he ket ch yore han ' s  j es '  lak yo '  do dat woman ' s  han ' s ,  
an '  talk an ' t ell yo ' evah ' thin ' she say .  An '  i f  it ' s  a spiri t dat chew wanta 
witchcraft or anythin ' , if  she t alk good an ' don ' t  curse , well , j es '  whut dat man 
tell yo ' ,  den cross  his han ' s .  Den when he finish t alkin ' wit yo ' ,  yo ' turn yore 
b ack to  him an '  he turns his b ack to yo ' ,  an '  reach ' cross  his shouldahs lak dat 
an '  cross yore han ' s an ' talk . Well , yo ' ll have ' em  witchcrafted ,  if  yo ' want 
' em witchcrafted ,  or anybody want anything done to a woman or a man or anyth in ' 
lak dat . 

(How do you mean , they reach back across their shoulder? How do you mean? ) 
Yo ' turn yore back to de man or de woman dat yo ' send dere , yo ' know , if  it ' s  

somebody dat chew can ' t  git up close to , an ' aft ah yo ' turn yore back , yo ' let 
dis man have his han ' cros s lak dat aftah yo ' cross ' em in de front , an '  yo ' turn 
yore back .  Well , aftah yo ' turn yo re han ' s  - yo '  j es '  turn yore han ' s  lak dat 
an ' let him stand wit his b ack to yo ' an ' yo ' s tand wit yore b ack to him - lak 
dat [ demons trates ] .  

(You have your hands crossed up at the breas t , that way . )  
Yeah , j es ' lak dat , an ' j es '  whatevah he tells yo ' - dat woman , s ee , if  she 

curse or anything - well , if she start cursin ' yo ' j es ' tell him tuh turn her 
han ' s loose an ' don ' t  t ry tub git her spirit ' cause yo ' can ' t  witchcraft nobody 
if dey curse . I f  dey curse an '  got a mean , evil spirit lak dat , yo ' have tuh 
t ry  to git up an ' j es '  call on dem easy lak dat , an ' aftah he t alk to  yo ' wi t  
his b ack turned t o  yo ' an ' yores turned to his , an ' yo ' all turnt dose han ' s  and 
den yo ' ll have he r .  Jes '  whatevah dat woman want done to her , yo ' kin do it , or 
de man . 

(Well , suppose somebody has wi tchcrafted me and that person dies before I have 
that spell taken of f .  What about that? ) 

I f a person dies  befo ' de spell is t aken off dem - ah don ' t  know whut yo ' kin 
do , i f  dey die befo ' de spell is taken off  dem . 

Yo ' kin take dog manure .  Yo ' kin git it soft  or dry o r  any thin ' . An '  it ' s  
lucky if yo ' bring it in yore front room or  in yore livin ' room . I f  yo '  want 
tuh have money all de time , put it  in a snuf fbox or anythin ' . Yo ' kin carry it 
in yore pocket all de t ime an ' yo ' ll have money an ' yo ' ll nevah be b roke . 

An '  yo ' kin t ake people ' s  manure an '  kill ' em .  Tie i t  up in a b ag an '  drive 
it into a pine tree wi t three twenty-penny nails , an ' drive it  into dis tree 
where nobody can ' t  s ee an '  saw it down an '  split  it out , see . An '  as long as 
it stay in dere , yo ' ll always have ' em  down an '  cross [ crossed] an '  dey ' ll die . 
' Cause if dis manure don ' t  git out while dese nails is drove through it , well de 
pe�son will die see , ' caus e he can ' t  urinate , he can ' t  do nuthin but j es ' stay 
dere an ' be in mise ry an ' in pain . 

A black cow is lucky . Well , lak if yo ' milkin ' a b lack cow o r  anybody milk a 
black cow , don ' t let ' em  wash de tits if dey goin ' tuh gi t it fo ' luck . Don ' t 
wash de tits off , i f  de calf or anything suck . Don ' t  wash it o ff , but j es ' take 
it an ' put it up an ' drink it three times a day . Night - mawnin ' an '  noon an '  
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night drink da t an '  dey always will have good luck an '  dey ' ll be healthy . An '  
nobody can ' t  witaharaft ' em - nuthin lak dat ,  if dey drink de milk . Don ' t  let 
' em wash de cow ' s  tits o ff , if  dey kin git to it  an '  g i t  i t  an ' dey don ' t know 
it . An '  don ' t  wash none of dere where de calf s lobber in it . Nuthin o ff .  Put 
it in a icebox an '  j es ' keep it cool an '  drink dat . 

Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em usin '  people ' s  or a person ' s  earwax . I f  yo ' git  a person ' s 
earwax , put it on a pie ce of clo th an ' yo '  kin run ' em  deaf - dey ' ll be deaf wit 
dat . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Well ,  yo ' take it out , anyway yo ' kin g it it , an ' yo ' put i t  o n  dis pie ce of 

cloth an ' yo ' sew it  up in somepin an ' yo '  kin have it anywheres round yore 
house , jes ' anywhere where nobody kin put dere han ' s  on it but chew , an '  j es '  
as long as it s tay sewed up in dere an '  it can ' t git  out , o r yo ' don ' t  wash dis 
litt le cloth dat i t ' s  on , dat person wi ll always be deaf an '  dumb , an ' dey ' ll be 
carryin ' ' em to doctors an' sendin ' ' em to deaf an '  dumb schools an '  all , an '  
it ' ll b e  no good dat chew kin do f o ' ' em . 

I t  anyb ody see a whirlwind comin ' an '  lak it ' s  comin ' f rom de east or de 
no ' th , an '  i f  it ' s anybody yo ' wanta do anything to . I f  yo ' wanta witaharaft 
' em any way , yo ' take f ifty cents o r  eithah a silvah dollah an ' yo ' throw it in 
dis whi rlwind .  An ' i f  dis whirlwind keep on gain ' an ' carry dat money on wit it , 
well yo ' ll h ave dem people wi taharaft an ' yo ' kin do anything to ' em  yo ' wanta do 
to ' em ;  but if  dis whirlwind goes around an ' yo ' kin find dat money dat chew put 
dere , well don ' t  try tuh bothah ' em den . But de nex t whirlwind dat chew see , 
don ' t  care where i t  is , if  it ' s  in a fo ' k  of a road or down a road o r  anything , 
anywheres where yo ' kin throw it  in dere an ' los s i t , well yo ' ll be able tuh 
wi tahaFaft dat person . Jes ' lak yo ' lose dat money , yo ' kin wi taharaft ' em .  

Ah don ' t  know ' bout red ant s  but ah know whut yo ' kin d o  wit a ant s ' hole . 
Well , yo ' kin take anyone ' s chamber �ye , ovahnigh t  bucke t . Yo ' kin git a litt le 
bit  of da t  an ' yo ' kin t ake it  to dis ants ' hole where dis ants is an '  yo ' po ' it 
down in dis ants ' hole , an ' j es ' as far as dat thing carry dat down in dis ants ' 
hole , dem people wil l die , see , ' cause lak yo ' po ' i t  down in dere , dey carry ' em 
in de hole . Well , yo ' know if anybody ' s  watah or dey urinate is down in a hole , 
an '  s tay fo ' s ix months-like - well de wintah be ' s  s ix months , an ' den come out 
in de spring , yo ' know dey ' ll be dead by den . Yo ' kin kill ' em  wit dat . 

Yo ' kin take a dirt dauber nest an ' yo ' kin tear it  down from de side of  de 
wall or  anywhere , an '  yo ' git dose lit tle yellow dirt daubers out o f  i t ,  an '  
aftah yo ' git  dis dirt dauber out of  dis nes t , yo ' take dis ne s t  an ' yo ' kin 
wear it  in a pocket or anything - anywhere where yo ' kin j es '  wear it  all de 
t ime , an ' don ' t nevah let nobody put dere han ' s  on it . Well , it ' s  mud from de 
side o f  a hole or anything , but it be luck fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' ll always have goo d  
luck , an ' i f  yo '  g o  into a g amb lin ' game yo ' ll have lu ck . Like if  yo ' want a 
j ob an '  yo ' go in de mawnin ' an '  carry dat in yore pocketb ook . An '  yo ' go in 
a sto ' sometimes an '  yo ' g ive a man so much money an ' he short- changes hisself 
an ' g ive yo ' ovah whut chew give him back - lak dat . Well , yo ' j es ' keep dat 
dirt dauber nes t  in yore pocketbook where no one kin put dere han ' s  on it but 
chew . 

I f  yo ' wanta move out an '  nobody else kin s tay , yo ' go to de graveyard an ' git 
chew some g�eyard dirt an '  yo ' carry it  an ' yo ' put it in dat room - j es '  throw 
it all round where it will hang in de cracks , like in heah , all up in - well , 
anywhere dat yo ' think de people will nevah git  i t  all out , j es '  in de walls 
[demons trates ] like dis heah .  See dat crack up dere , yo ' could put some of it 
in through dere an 1 it will git down in de walls . [That des crib es the room in 
which I was working . ]  Well , everybody den dat come tuh rent dis house - some 
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people will come an ' s crub it out an '  dey ' l l nevah move in it or s omepin lak dat ; 
some ' ll come an ' s crub it out an '  s t ay a few days an '  dey ' ll be gone . 

I f somebody b ite chew on de arm an ' yo ' want all dere teeth tub ro tten out , 
yo ' go t o  a chi cken coop an ' yo ' git dis soft  chi cken manure an ' yo ' b ring it 
b ack an '  rub it on yore arm three times a day .  Jes ' any kinda soft  manure will 
do , an ' j es ' rub it on dere . An '  rub it on dere till de f ront of dere teeth is 
all gone . An '  aftah de front o f dey teethses is all g one ,  den yo ' ll - all dere 
teeth will fall out an '  rot an ' dere ain ' t nuthin dat dey kin do to s ave ' em .  

Lak i f  ah had a cas e in co ' t  agains t yo ' an ' yo ' wanted me tub leave town , so 
dat case be throwed outa co ' t  an '  nevah called . Yo ' go down an ' t ake mah track 
an '  piece from undah mah arm of mah clo thes - anywhere yo ' could g i t  i t  from , yo ' 
know , dat it ' s  right next to mah skin undah mah arm or out de s eat o f  mah undah
weah or any place .  Yo ' take it down to dat railroad yard an ' yo ' put it on dat 
boxcar - in it somewhere , yo ' know , where hit won ' t  gi t off , if it have tuh be 
on de top . Well , wheresoevah dat boxcar or dat train carry dat boxcar an '  dump 
dem cars , well ah couldn ' t  s tay heah - ah ' d  have t ub leave an ' go righ t dere . 
An ' ah ' d nevah be ab le to git b ack he ah tub co ' t . Every t ime dey ' d set  co ' t  fo ' 
sech an ' sech a day , well dey couldn ' t  find me , see . An '  on an '  on lak dat till 
dey throw de case clean outa co ' t .  

I f  it ' s  yore b room dat chew - de broom dat chew sweep yore house with , � 
shouldn ' t  nevah set it down flat lak dat , if yo ' want luck . An '  i f  yo ' do , i f  
yo 1 do want luck an '  yo ' set it down - if yo ' had dat luck an '  set chure b room 
down dere , yo ' ll lose all yore luck . Always s tand yore b room up on de end or 
hang it upside down .  

I f  yo ' see where anybody is go t any s traws out chure b room , where dey j es ' 
pull ' em out - sometimes yo ' kin see where dey b reak ' em o f f , yo ' t ake a s ciss o rs 
an ' go ' long where dey han ' been on dis b room , cut s ome of de s traws out o f  i t  
an '  put ' em  in de s tove or de fireplace or anywhere an ' b urn it up . Well , if 
dey took yo re luck , well yo ' done burnt up de hand where dey hand b een on de 
s traws of dis broom - yo ' burn i t  up . 

Or  no t  dat , yo ' take an ' b athe yore b room handle down with ahambeP Zye , an ' 
af tah yo ' b athe it  down wit ahamber Zye , yo ' j es ' po ' i t  in a runnin ' toilet , 
an ' j es '  let it go right on down . I f  dat ' s  yo re luck , dey can ' t g i t  i t . An ' 
see , whe re de s traws been on de b room ,  dat ' s  all burnt up . 

Ah call ' em  leatherwing bat . Well , yo ' kin take a leathe rwing b at an ' g i t  
some o f  d e  hairs out of  a pers on ' s  h aid , an ' i f  yo '  kin ket ch dis b at an ' yo ' 
kin t ake di s hair outa mah haid an ' put i t  in dis bat ' s  mouth an '  yo ' keep dis 
bat - lak yo ' ke t ch him tonigh t , yo '  keep him all day tomorrow . Yo ' keep him 
all de night , all day tomorrow an ' till tomorrow night . Well , i f  yo '  wai t  
unt il - i f  d e  moon shinin ' , wai t  till d e  moon go down an ' put dis hair in dis 
bat ' s mouth an ' den turn him loos e .  Well , wherevah dis b at go t ub  roost at , 
well dat ' s  whe re he ' ll carry dis hair an '  build a nes t [ ! ] ,  an '  dat ' ll run a 
p erson crazy an ' dey ' l l nevah have a sett led mind - dey can ' t  comb dere haid 
or dey can ' t  dres s , dey can ' t do nuthin . 

We ll , dey say yo ' kin t ake cof fee grounds an ' yo ' chamber Zye an '  yo '  mix i t  
togethah , an ' if yo ' want good luck or anything , yo ' take it an ' yo ' j es '  - i f  
yoJ want a keep a person down an ' git dey luck , yo ' take dis ahamber lye fn dis 
ovahnight bucket an ' take yo ' a broom . Mix de coffee grounds in dere togethah 
an '  j es ' s tir it up lak dat , an ' j es '  t ake yore b room an '  go to dere do ' where 
nobody else see yo ' an '  j es '  wash de f ront of dey do ' down .  I f  dey g o t  good 
luck , den yo '  want it . An ' when yo ' wash dey do ' down lak dat , sweep it all 
down on de flo ' . Den yo ' sweep dis chamber Zye down lak dat an ' dis coffee 
gro unds - j es '  let i t  gi t all on yore laigs an '  yore feet , yo ' know , yore shoes ; 
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an '  when yo ' leave , 
luck home wit me . "  
tough luck lak dat . 
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yo ' say , "In de Name of  de Lord , ah come heah tub carry dis 
Well , yo ' ll have all dere luck an ' dey ' ll git in b ad luck an ' 

[ Take ] dat graveyard dirt an ' throw it dere an '  j es '  let it spatter all up on 
dat do ' ,  an '  de next  day dey go dere , dey business will be  worse an ' worse , worse 
an '  worse . Well , it  will be lak dat until it  all be gone . 

If  anybody come next do ' to yo ' an ' put up - take in yore trade an ' yo ' wanta 
run ' em ,  yo ' j es '  go an '  git chew fifty pennies an' mix it up wit a handful of 
graveyard dirt . An '  yo ' take it an '  go dere to dat p eop le ' s  s to ' where dey go 
in dere de next mawnin ' an '  j es '  throw dose pennies wi t dis graveyard dirt . S ee ,  
dat graveyard dirt i s  b ad luck , an ' let ' em  p ick up all dese pennies , de fifty 
pennies dat chew throw dere , an '  carry ' em inside of dere s to ' ; an ' aftah - yo ' 
let dem go dere in de mawnin ' an ' open up befo ' yo ' do , an ' dey pick up dese 
pennies , see , dat ' s been in dis graveyard dirt . Yo ' put it  dere fo ' hard luck 
tub dem . Well den , it ' ll s tart dat mawnin ' an '  dere bus iness  will go to goin ' 
b adah [b ader] an '  b adah an '  yore business will git b et tah .  All of dey customers 
will be comin ' in yore s to ' an ' dey ' ll s t andin ' to de do ' seein ' it . 

Well , de next day ,  yo '  take some mo ' graveyard dirt - yo '  don ' t have tub have 
any mo ' pennies . 

I t ' s  good luck , say i f  yo ' wear garlic in yo ' shoes or roun ' yore neck in a 
bag ,  nobody can ' t  harm yuh or wi taharaft yuh or nuthin lak dat . 

Git a mawnin ' dove - yo ' have tub ketch him i f  yo '  can . Ke tch ' tm an ' kill 
' im  an' g it his livah an '  his heart out , an '  take it an '  carry it to a person ' s  
house an '  throw dere an '  j es '  let i t - yo ' know , throw i t  up dere where i t  will 
s tick somewhere , an '  j es '  as long as dat heart stick dere , well , dey always have 
bad luck . I f  it  fall on de groun ' , j es ' s ince i t  be  dere all de t ime , dey ' ll 
nevah have good lu ck . 

(What do you take , the liver or the heart? ) 
De li vah an ' de heart . 
Dey say lodes tone is lucky i f  yo ' burn it wit sulphur to yore b ack do ' an ' 

yo '  front do ' - s ay dat ' s  luck . 
(Luck for what ? )  
Luck fo ' any kinda business  o r  anythin ' - anythin ' yo ' tryin ' tub accomplish . 

I f  yo '  wus in business  an ' t ryin ' tub accomplish somethin ' ,  lodes tone an '  sulphur 
is luck . 

Yo ' kin git dis lucky , dis Heart Co Zogne , if a boy g oin ' wit a girl an '  he 
wants tub marry her an '  she ack like she don ' t  like ' im er [ or ]  nuthin . Jes ' 
gi t  Heart CoZogne , s ay ,  an ' evah ' t ime he go dere j es ' - i f  he put it open [ op ens 
i t ] , j es '  drink a little b i t  o f  it an ' let it be on his breath or be  on his shirt 
or somepin . Well , s ir ,  dat girl will fall  fo ' ' im an '  she ' ll love ' im ,  see - if 
he want s  ' er . -- --

[This drinking o f  perfume reminds me that on my second t rip to S avannah , we 
had a man who went on cheap p erfume jags. I have o r  had a not e  on this some
where . I t  could have been in the misplaced or los t Numbers Book . ] 

Git some hog lard , s ome pure hog lard an ' some heart leaves out de woods 
[ leaves of the heartleaf , any of  several Ameri can species of  Asarum ]  an ' yo ' 
b oil dis heart leaves an '  hog lard togethah - like yo ' goin ' round anywhere an '  
anybody got �et ty hair an ' yo ' want it come out .  Before yo ' leave home , o r  if  
yo ' see 'em if  dey come in yore house , yo ' j es ' put chure han ' in dis s tuff an ' , 
yo ' know , don ' t  let too much be on dere where dey ' ll notice it , an '  j es '  wipe 
dere hair down all de time lak dat , an '  when yo ' p ass by ' em j es ' tetch ' em  on 
de haid lak dat . Well , when dey goes b ack an '  g oes tub combin ' dere hair dey 
will comb i t  out by de big han ' ful . 
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I f  anyone go t uh diggin ' [ for b uried t reasure ] , always t ry  to know evah ' 
body - lak yo ' know a crowd o f  mens or boys dat wus raised up he ah from ch ile
hood an ' yo ' know dat nei thah one of ' em is a murdah ' [murder er ] .  I f  e i thah one 
of ' em is a murdah ' in dat crowd an ' yo ' know i t , an ' dey go an ' g i t  dat money , 
dey - yo ' ll git i t  up an ' gi t chure han ' s  on i t , an ' if it ' s a murdah ' dere , 
hi t ' ll go . De time yo ' gi t  it up to de top o f  de hole , an ' all o f  yo ' ke t ch 
hold an '  l i f ' i t  out - time dis murdah ' put his han ' on i t , it ' ll go . 

S ays , den , i f  yo ' - all o f  yo ' dere diggin ' - don ' t carry nobody dere wit a 
mouthful of ' b acca ,  snuff or nobody dat spi t - see , cuz if yo ' spi t , time yo ' 
g i t  it up to de top o f  de groun ' it goes back agin . 

(Any thing else they s ay ab out burying money? How to get it or any th ing ? )  
Well , when yo ' go tuh git i t , yo ' l l  have tuh carry a Bible wit chew , an '  where 

yo ' goin ' t uh  dig it at , j es ' lay d is Bible down whe re yo ' won ' t throw none of 
dis dirt out o f  dis hole where yo ' diggin ' dis money from , an ' yo ' put dis Bib le 
down dere an ' yo ' let someone s tan '  up wit a pistol . Well , when yo ' diggin ' 
money us e ' ly ,  yo ' s ee , i t ' s  a habit dat all kind things come up tuh s care yo ' .  
Well , le t a man s tand dere wit a p i s tol dat he ' s got p lenty- a nerve an ' evah ' 
t ime he see all dese things comin ' up , j e s ' haul o f f  an '  shoot ' em ,  yo ' see . 
An '  dey smell dis powdah from de gun yo ' s ee ,  den dey al l goes . Yo ' know all 
dose images dat come up tuh s care yo '  - forms of b uf f alo an ' elephants an ' 
things - j es '  come runnin '  up , a crowd o f  ' em lak dat tuh s care yo ' . Well , 
yo ' shoot an ' dat powdah drives all dose things away .  

Yes . Wel l , i f  a wit ch is ridin ' yo ' an '  yo ' wan ta keep ' em  away , yo ' g i t  a 
si f ter evah ' nigh t when yo ' go tuh bed an '  yo ' put i t  down by yore b aid , turn it 
ups id e  down where dis wi t ch kin see de holes in i t . Well , dis wi t ch wi ll b e  dere 
till de next mawnin ' t ry in '  tuh count dese ho les , an '  de next mawnin ' yo ' g i t  up 
dere ' ll be a b ig bl ack bug layin ' down dere by de b aid . Well , dat will be de 
wi t ch an ' it b e  crawlin ' all ovah dat s i f ter s till tryin ' tuh count dem holes . 

(What will you do with that , then? ) 
We ll , yo ' t ake de bug an ' kill i t . 
Well , i f  i t ' s  a evil spiri t  round d e  hous e an ' i f  yo ' don ' t know who it is -

o r  i f  dey like likkah or anythin ' an ' yo ' know it - i f  yo ' drink likkah an ' � 
know of a man go t killed dat liked likkah , an ' yo ' know yo ' g o in ' by him [his 
grave] [ or ]  yo ' think yo ' goin ' see him or any thin ' , yo ' j es ' carry a lit tle b i t  
of whiskey i n  yore pocket . I f  yo ' [move ] tuh dis house an ' yo ' know s omebody got 
killed out dere dat like likkah an '  come here to earth , j e s ' take a lit tle b it o f  
likkah an ' throw it out de do ' on d e  ground , see , an ' let him git de s cent o f  dat 
likkah an '  he ' ll j es '  wander right on o f f  an '  he won ' t worry yo ' any mo ' .  [ For 
spiri ts liking al coho l , see pp . 32 ,  122 & 15 7 , Nos . 534-535 . ]  

Burn sulphur in a [ tin can] top o r  somep in by itself o r  ei ther t ake . 
(That keep s the spirit away . ) 
An '  den i f  s omeone got ki lled in a hous e  an ' yo ' wanta move in dis house , an '  

even i f  i t ' s  yore hous e an ' yo ' don ' t  wanta move out o f  i t , go somewhere an ' g i t  
yo ' some new lumb er - lumber dat have nevah had a nail drove through it . We ll , 
yo ' cut dis lumber - git enough tuh cut it in three lengths ' bout long as de 
length of dis t able [behind whi ch I s at and on whi ch I had my Telediphone ] ,  an ' 
y�' nail it up anywhere around dere , if yo ' have tuh nail i t  on trees . I f  yo ' 
nail i t  on t rees dat gho s t  will nevah come nowheres neah dere . 

[ Three pieces o f  new lumb er and nailing them on nearby trees ins tead o f  the 
house is mos t unusual . See p . 5 1 3f . , Nos . 1666-16 7 5 . ]  

(You have to have three pieces though ? )  
Yeah , th ree p ieces . 
Ah had some buried money gived tuh me in a sp irit - yo ' know , a man , i t  wus a 
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white man give it tub me . 
Ah wus ' s leep - it wus a dream though - so ah dreamt dat d i s  man g ive me dis 

money . He tole me , he s ays - he call me by mah name j es '  as plain , he say , 
"P auline , " he s ay ,  "yo ' g o  out at chure aun t ' s  b ack do ' , "  he s ay ,  " an ' dere 
yo ' 11 see a hole , "  he s ay ,  " an '  right down to dis hole , "  he s ay ,  "yo ' gi t three 
mens dat chew know is no t a mur dah ' ,  an ' b ring ' em dere to yore aunt ' s  b ack 
kit chen do ' an ' , " he s ay ,  "yo ' ll see a s af e . "  S ay ,  "An ' right down dere , yo ' ll 
see around $ 6 5 , 000 dere . "  He s ay it wus 350 , 000 round de re . He s ay ,  "But de 
people done worried it so much diggin ' fo ' it , till now i t  ain ' t  but 65 , 000 . " 

He s ay ,  "An ' yo ' dig up dis $ 65 , 000 an ' i f  yo ' g i t  anybody dat ain ' t  a gam
b le r ,  den yo ' live happy de b alance o f  yore life . "  

An '  ah went dere . An '  he wus a whi te man an ' he come in de shape o f  - dressed 
lak George Washington wit one of dem b ig ole high hats on an '  one dese funny cut
t ail co ats , yo ' know , lak some preachers we ar - de full-dre s s  suit dey call ' em .  
Lak dat . Well , dat ' s  whut he had on an ' he had on big o le s trip ed t ie - a 
st riped tie - a s triped shirt wit one dese l i t tle ja22bo ties , an ' he come tuh 
me in de spirit an ' he t ole me ab ou t dis money , an '  ev ' ry  time ah go out dere , 
dere ' s  a b ig red-eyed dog dat worried me ab out dat money . An '  right in de direc
tion he t o le me it wus , evah ' t ime ah pas s , ah s eed [ see o r  s een ] dat dog . S ome
t imes ah . 

( End o f  1 27 4 . ) [March 22 , 1939 . ]  

MADAM WILEY 

AH BEEN DOIN ' IT EVAH SINCE AH WUZ A BABY • • • •  
IT JES ' COMES TO ME 

AH KIN JES ' LAY IXJWN AN '  JES ' ANYTHING YO ' START WIT ME 
GIT READY TO DO IT - AH ' LL SEE IT 

AN ' WHUT AH TELL YO ' AH WORK • • • • AH WORK • • • •  
YO ' KIN GO ALL UP AN ' DOWN DE STREET AN ' JES ' ASK ANYBODY 

AN ' DEY TELL YO ' DAT 'S DE WAY AH MAKE MAH LIVIN ' 

ONE HALF DE WIMMIN COMIN ' IN HEAH RIGHT NOW 
YO ' GOIN ' SEE DEY GOIN ' HA VE SOMEPIN BELONG IN ' TO A MAN 

MAH TRADE IS WHITE - ASK EVE 'BODY YO ' SEE 

MEMPHI S , TENNES SEE 

[ "Memphi s ,  Tenn . , Oct . , Wed . 24 , 1939 - [No . ] 15 1 6  - Madam Wi ley - good" -
Numbers Book 1516- 155 7 .  Madam Wi ley was the firs t person I interviewed on my 
return to Memphis . Her title quo t at ion ab out one haZf de wimmin comin ' in heah 
ag rees wi th the t i tle quo tation o f  the Flo rence doctor who was bco.m b Und , "De 
whole his t ' ry  of de wit ch craft bus iness is woman troub l e "  - page 15 2 6 .  The 
material fi lls cylinders Dl : l-D5 : 14 = 2683- 2 6 8 8 . ]  

(When you want to win a lawsui t ? ) 
Yo ' t ake doub Ze [ ?  or double amount o f ? ] tanger [ ? = t ansy ? ]  - yo ' know dat 

g rows anywhere . Yo ' ll git de first twelve dis cip le name an '  yo ' write de first 
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twelve disciple - wri te six dis ciple name on one piece o f  papah an '  put it in 
yore le f t shoe ; yo ' write de othah six dis ciples ' name an ' put it in de right
foot shoe . See . Yo ' wear dat now , if yo ' goin ' tub co ' t .  Dat ' s  tub beat de 
law .  

Well , dere ' s  dif f ' rent - i f  dere anything yo '  want a know , ah ' ll tell yo ' dat 
[ i f ]  ah know it . 

(Do you know anything about a person ' s  foot track? ) 
Well , if yo ' wanta move ' em ,  yo ' t ake up dey track an ' take graveyard dirt 

an ' carry it to de cemetery an ' bury it on a new g rave . Dat ' s  tuh move ' em ,  tuh 
gi t  ' em out chure way . Either track , but ah ruthah have yore lef t-foot track .  
P i ck de print o f  dat dirt up . Den yo '  take dat dirt an ' carry it  t o  a new g rave , 
which means a body j es '  been buried , an ' bury it  on top o f  dat . See , dat ' s  tub 
move yore enemies , g it rid of ' em . 

'No thah way tub move ' em .  Like dey in yore house an ' yo ' kin git  holt  any dey 
hair , yo ' take de hair an ' burn it . An '  take yo ' a co conut - buy yo ' a co conut  
an ' draw all de watah out  it an'  let it  dry , see .  Den yo ' put dat dirt in dere -
de dirt an ' de hai r ,  put i t  in dere , an ' s top dat up wit a s topp ah an '  put it  in 
de rivah an ' let it tumble . See , dere ain ' t  nuthin in dere tuh sink it an ' dat 
keep s yo '  rollin ' in mind - a roZ Zin ' mind. 

(That makes you move . )  
Yessuh , yo ' kin use dat tuh move people , too . Like a man ' s in dere an ' yo ' 

want him,  yo ' write his name on de hen ' s  egg - on a b lack hen ' s  egg now , an ' yo ' 
throw it on top o f  his house . Dat ' s  tuh break ' im up from ' is wife . 

Well , i f  he ' s  livin ' wi t  ano thah woman , well she throw eg gs on de house tuh 
break ' em up ; an '  den when she git  him home she ain ' t  got a thing tub do but j es '  
git holt his watah - see , he pee in de j ar whut she got . Le t his watah be in 
dere . Den she take dat watah an '  s top it up an ' put nine needles in it an ' bury 
it at de front of de step s  or de back . He ' ll come b ack dere to her . Aftah he 
g its dere , he goin ' stay dere . 

Den anothah way , yo ' want ' im p ' ahles s [powerless ] af tah yo ' g it him dere , yo ' 
wear his dirty undahclothes . Yo ' know , S am ' son wus de s t ronges t man dat evah 
lived on earth , an ' a woman wus trigeration tub him . Well , yo '  wear his trunks 
as a girdle roun ' yore body an ' dat takes his s trength an '  leaves him p ' ahless . 

(You take his s oiled drawers . Well , how do you mean it takes his s treng th? ) 
T akes his s treng th dat he ain ' t got de energy tub do de things dat he would 

do . 
(You mean with other women or? ) 
No , ah know how tuh do dat , but dat takes his s treng th . Keep him p ' ahless 

dat he ain ' t  got ambition to move an '  go where he wants tuh . 
Well , yo ' take his nature when yo ' go  tuh bed wit him . Don ' t  chew have no -

have no natu� wi t him , j es ' let him do de work . Yo ' take dat , i f  yo ' kin git 
it  - soon as yo ' kin g it it , t ake dat . Yo ' j es ' have a lil new towel an '  wipe 
him . Git dat - cut it out . Go to a young tree , a new - yo ' know , a small tree , 
a growin ' sap lin ' , an '  bo ' yo ' a hole in dat s ap lin ' an ' s t i ck it  in dere . As 
dat tree grows ,  he ain ' t go no - he ain ' t  nevah goin ' have no woman den . 

An '  de only way tuh move dat is tuh take a young girl in her teens , ' tween 
twelve an '  thirteen yeahs ole , j es '  in de teens , an '  yo ' have tuh give him her 
walah ,  her urine tub move dat . But she must be in her teens an '  nevah had her 
periods . 

(That will bring b ack his nature . He drinks that wat er? ) 
Yo ' have tuh fool it in him [ through food or cof fee ] . 
Well , it ' s  two or three ways on dat . Yo ' go out dere - see , ah know yo ' goes 

in dis fo ' k  [ of the road] unders tan ' . Like yo ' live heah , well yo ' g o t ta come 
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through dis fo ' k . Well , when we go to dis fo ' k ,  ah 'm g oin ' dere , ah 'm got some 
devilment . Ah use ' ly would take graveyard dirt an '  dragon b lood an ' burn on yo ' 
dere . See ,  yo ' mix graveyard dirt an '  dragon b loo d an ' den yo ' s e ts dat a-fiah .  
Dat ' s  to tear up . 

(Wha t do you do wi th that - j us t leave i t  there ? ) 
Burn dat - burn dat fo ' nine days . 
Den if yo ' got s omebody in yore hous e dat chew want a git rid of , dat talks 

too much · - yo ' s t artin ' goin ' tub de law - an '  yo ' got a niggah dere dat chew 
can ' t g i t  rid o f , how yo ' goin ' g i t  rid o f  ' em .  

Well , yo ' go an '  g i t  chew a cow ' s  tongue an ' yo ' wri t e  dat niggah 's  name on 
a pap ah an '  take de blood out of yore fore lef t-han ' [ demons trate s ] . 

( Thi s  finge r on the le ft hand - th at finger next to the thumb on the lef t  
h and . )  

An ' yo ' s ti ck dat fingah d at way an ' yo ' write dat niggah ' s - name , an '  den yo ' 
have yore fount ain pen or j es '  s quee ze i t  in a s aucer , an '  yo ' wri te dat niggah 's 
name in b lood , whoevah yore enemy is . Yo ' s t ick it in dere - s tick dat no te in 
de tongue an '  let it down de chimley an '  keep a f iah . When dey go tub co ' t  ah ' ll 
eat chew [ if he can open his mou th - talk] . [ I  s topped machine too soon , there
fore I now repeat wh at she s aid . ] 

(That is i f  he is going to b e  a wi tnes s agains t you , that keeps his mouth 
shut . )  

Anybody yo ' messin ' wit in de law , an ' ah has some pur ty good people heah dat 
do ' s  dat . 

Wel l , den i f s omeb ody ' s  done s omethin ' - ' spos in '  somebo dy ' s  killed s omeb ody 
an 1 yo ' wanta g i t  ' em  b ack .  Whut would j oo do? 

Yo ' go g i t  chew two b lack hens - g i t  chew two b lack hen eggs - i t  cain ' t  be 
no o thah hen egg s b ut black hens . An '  den yo ' put dem eggs up undah de daid 
person ' s  arm . Now , s ee , di s b een tes ted heah when dey kil t  mah daddy heah . 

Well , see , s ome b oys belt [ held] mah daddy up an '  kil t  [ killed] him . He wuz 
91 yeahs old . An '  de church heah had a mee tin ' an '  so dey t aken up fo ' hunderd 
an '  s ome doll ah s . He had dis money on him .  S omebody hit dese two young nig
gahs - tole des e  two young niggahs dat dis ole man had de money . So dey met him 
on de way home - him [ robb er ] an ' ano thah fellah [ robber ] - wi t  dis money on h im  
[ father ] ,  tub h o l d  him up . H e  f i t  [ fought ] ' em an ' dey shot him an ' kilt him . 
So dey thought one de deacons had did i t .  

Ah s ay ,  "Ah ' 1 1  b ring da t niggah tuh j us tice . " 
Ah went on - eve ' b ody in dat neighb orhood loved him s o - DERE WUZ MO ' BLACK 

HENS DIED DAT DAY , p eople killed ' em .  Ah put dem two hen eggs undah his arms 
an ' dem b oys walked , used t o  laid aroun ' where he wo rked , an '  one of ' em wuz in 
de workhouse an ' when dey ' res t one heah fo ' mis demeano r ,  an ' to lt [ told] dat he 
kilt him . So he been worried to death , worried . Dat keep s yore mind upset chew 
know , an '  eve ' t ime [ every t ime ]  yo ' d  go tub do anyth ing , yo ' b egin tub think 
about whut chew done . But dey mus t be black hen egg s . Dat b ring s crimes tub 
j us t ice . An '  yo ' try it s ometime . But , see now , yo ' put dat undah de dead 
person ' s  arm dis way [ demons trates ] .  

( Right up in the armpits . )  
An '  i f  dat per son kin s t ay s till , ah ' ll e at chew . 
Well , yo ' s• rub his feet wit onions . Jes ' take onions an ' rub righ t  undah de 

b ot t om  of his shoes , or take cow manure [ o r ]  j es '  s tep in s ome cow manure [ a  com
mon devi ce ] an ' do dis an ' go on ab out his bus ines s ,  o r  take a onion-hull an ' put 
in de bo ttom of his shoe an ' go on ab out his busine s s . De dog wi ll le ave yo ' out 
chere tub - somewhere . 

(They can ' t  t rack you? ) 
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No t wi t no houn ' s ,  wit dem onions - or p eppah ei thah . See , dey can ' t  traCk 
peppah , cayenne peppah . 

Well , j e s ' like yo ' got a ole man an '  yo ' wanta keep him ,  why yo ' g i t  lovin ' 
him good , yo ' know , an ' yo ' wash his feet an '  yo ' star t  from his toes an ' yo ' 
s crape down [ demons trat e s ] . 

(You s crape f rom the toes down to the heel . )  
Yessuh , yo '  s crape from de toe down to de heel . Den yo ' mes s  aroun ' wi t him 

an ' yo '  git his fingahnails an ' yo ' git his hair an ' yo ' put dis stuff on de 
stove wit sugah , an '  s inge i t  an '  wear it up undah yore arms . Dat ' s tub hold 
him . 

Well , ah j es ' he ah ' em say - ah tell yo ' whut ah heah . An ' whut ah tell yo ' 
ah work ; whut ah tell yo ' ,  ah work . 

(You know it to be true . )  
Yo ' kin go all up an ' down de s tree t an ' j es '  ask anyb ody an '  dey tell yo ' 

dat ' s  de way ah make mah livin ' . 
(Well , now , there are a lot o f peop le claim they know something and don ' t .  

Aren ' t  the re a lot o f  people that hurt the b usiness ? )  
Well , sho ' dere ' s p lenty . 
Take yo ' fus t [ first ] , git chew some b rown s ugah , git chew three s i lvah dimes 

an ' grate dem dimes up - see , dat sug ah ' s  sweet ain ' t i t ?  Dat ' s  fo ' peace . All 
righ t . Now , dis is t o  keep yore enemy - ah had tub do dat down dere de othah 
day . Yo ' t ake dem dimes an '  git chew a file . Now , j es ' a common file ain ' t  
goin ' gra te dem dimes . Yo ' have tub git chew one dem good files an ' g rate dem 
dimes up . Yo ' put dat sugah an '  silvah toge thah an '  wear it in each shoe . Den 
yo ' t ake an ' kill yo ' a chicken an ' g i t  de b lood o f  de chi cken an ' put it in 
watah , an '  yo '  throw it to de e ast an ' yo ' throw i t  tuh de wes t . Dat ' s  throwin ' 
yore enemies away. An '  wear dat saltpetah , sugah an '  s ilvah in yore shoe , an ' 
dere ain ' t  nobody kin g i t  up to yo ' .  Yo ' kin walk ovah anythin ' yo ' wanta walk 
any chi cken , didn ' t  say no special chi cken .  [ Three consecut ive p eriods indi cates 
I had asked "Any kind of chi cken? "  Her "didn ' t s ay "  p rob ab ly re fers to a person 
rather than a hoodoo manual . ]  

Oh yes , nuthin kin b e  done aroun ' a frizzly chi cken . He ' l l dig it up . He ' ll 
s t r ike roo ts .  All yo ' go t ta do i s  keep ' way from dere - yo ' kin put down any
thing yo ' want , but dat fri zzly will root it up from dere . 

[Roots o f  course are no t o rdinary roots but hoodoo roots . ] 
(What do they call that around here ? Do they call it tricking o r  hoodoo? Or 

what do they call it ? )  
Well , dey call - dey s ays yo ' are hoodOoed. 
( I f  a person doesn ' t  know whe ther he has been hoodooed or not , is the re any 

way o f  finding out ? )  
Yeah , yo ' see it ' s  plenty things kin b e  put on yo ' .  Ah kin take yore nature . 

Ah kin g it up to yo ' - if ah kin g i t  some of mah friends in yo re hous e ,  ah kin 
send thing s in yore hous e tuh raise de devil . Ah kin b reak yo ' up . 

[ She didn ' t  unders t and my ques t ion or has no answer or af ter her word nature 
thought it b e t ter to change the subj e ct . ]  

Now , if mah ole man wuz in heah an ' ah wanted tub g i t  him out an ' ah know he 
wu' goin ' wit dis woman , ah ' d  take one dem ole iron [ st eel]  fo ' ks - one dem ole 
wooden [ handle ] iron fo ' ks ,  yo ' ve seen ' em .  Ah ' d  walk to de place where he be , 
nca ts an '  dog s cain ' t agree , niggahs an '  whi t e  folks c ain ' t ag re e ; leave heah , 
yo ' b lack son-o f-a-b i t ch . "  [ Demons trates . ]  But chew mus t be evil tub do it . 

(Jus t st ick that fork into the door . )  
Yo ' s ay ,  " Cat ' s an ' dogs cain ' t  ag ree , niggahs an '  white folks cain ' t agree ; 

leave heah , yo ' b lack son-of-a-b i t ch . "  An ' ah tell yo ' , dere ' s  goin ' t o  be some 
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to ' ment dere b ehin ' him . 
Well , yo ' measure his privates an '  tie it aroun ' yo ' an ' wear i t  aroun ' yore 

ankle , e ithe r ankle . 
An '  den ano th ah  thing ,  like he ' s in de bed as leep , slip dat me asure de who le 

leng th of him , doub le dat s tring an ' wear it roun ' yore wais t . 
(What will th at do? ) 
Dat hol ds him down . 
(You measure him from head t o  foot this las t  way ? )  
Yes suh , from haid tub foo t .  Den yo ' take dat string an ' double i t  roun ' yore 

waist dis way , j e s ' many t imes as it go , an '  wear it . 
She j es '  t ake her shoe an ' turn it b o ttom upwards and go on about her bus i-

ness . He ' ll be dere when she g i ts b ack . 
(That keeps him as leep . )  
Jes ' took an '  turn dat right- foot  shoe b o t tom upwards . 
An ' den i f  he ' s  gone an '  yo ' want h im , i f  yo ' got a o le p air o f  shoes - i f  a 

man go t ole shoes aroun ' home an ' done lef ' home , j e s ' take dat shoe an ' take a 
nail an ' nail it b ehin ' yo re bed . Jes ' nail a lit tle nai l  in i t , an '  hang dat 
shoe up behin ' yo re b ed , an ' that keeps him restless an ' he comin ' back dere . 

( I t  doesn ' t  make any diffe rence whe ther the toe is up or  down , j us t  so you 
nai l  the shoe b a ck there ? )  

Jes ' nail  dat shoe  on de back o f  de bed . 
Then ano thah way , if  he ' s  g one an ' yo '  want him back , take his p i t chure an '  

nail i t  on de b ack o f  de bed - g i t  fo ' tacks an '  put one in each corner . Put 
two in his h aid dere an ' leave hi s feet o f f . Dat draws him b ack . Dat ' s  workin ' 
wit p i t chures , 

An '  ano thah way tub work wit p i t chures . Yo ' take a glass o f  watah an ' g i t  
dat p i t chure s o  i t  won ' t s l ip d own  in dere an ' put dat pitchure ovah dat watah 
dat worries his mind an ' keep him up set  all de t ime . 

Well , yo ' buries i t . Yo ' take his pitchure an '  cut it in de shape of a cof fin 
an ' take i t  to a new grave an ' bury , an '  he molts away like dat dirt dere - yo ' 
s ee , dat grave wi ll sink an ' da t ' s  de way he b e ' s .  

[ Y ou s ink as the new g rave sinks i s  rather rare . ]  
(That kills h im , ) 
Yes . 
Anothah way tub t ie ' em �  is  tub take dere pee an ' s t op it up an '  - co ' s e 

it ' s goin ' make dere stomach hurt  fo ' a long time - an ' put it  into swee t  milk 
from de cow dat ' s  wit a young calf ; put dat sweet milk in dis bo t t le an ' s top it 
up an '  keep it round yore house . An '  when he gits unruly an ' yo ' cain ' t  handle 
h im ,  yo ' shake dat bott le .  An ' if he gone ' way from dere , s tand it on its haid 
an ' he ' ll come b ack .  S top dat bottle up s o  it cain ' t seep . 

An '  de next thing ab ou t d at - �. when yo ' expl ain dis , let dem know dat dat 
bottle will bus t , if yo ' don ' t let de s toppah s t ay up till de g as is o f f , ' cause 
dat bot t le will sho o t  out like a pisto l .  

Well , yo ' t ake when his bowels pass , yo ' g i t  holt o f  dat an ' yo ' t ake i t  an ' 
stop i t  up in a young green s apling - put i t  in a l i tt le b o t t le an ' dig a hole 
undah dat young green s apling . Dat ' s  tuh kill him - do ' way wit him . 

(Did you $Ver he ar what they say that i s  a s ign o f  - that whirlwind ? )  
Well , dat ' s  a s ign o f  troub le dat i s  near yore hous e , but ah don ' t  know ' bout 

dat . Ah couldn ' t tell yo ' dat , ah don ' t  know . 
De best thing on ear th tub do is t ake a b ath in lye . When yo ' in b ad , sho ' 

' nuff bad luck , yo ' t ake a drop o f  lye , yo ' know , on de po int o f  yore knife , an ' 
put it in yore ba th  watah an ' sweet spirits of ni ter , an' t ake a b ath in dat , an ' 
dat change yo re luck . Den take dat wat ah to de do ' an ' throw it out an '  don ' t  
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look b ack . Dat ' s  tuh change yore luck . 
Well , ah s crub s wit Red SeaZ Lye an ' sweet spirits of niter . Ah done dat ovah 

in dat p lace dere . Dat brings luck to  de p lace . 
Yo ' kin use brown s ugah an '  sometimes ah use white s ug ah .  To keep de police 

away , ah s crub wit b lueing . See , dey are b lue - dey got on b lue clothes . 
Well , yo ' put dat , de way yo ' do , yo ' make it a solution in a b ig bucket an '  

yo ' take three silver dimes an '  put in dat bucket an ' yo ' go  - yo ' don ' t  scrub 
out , yo ' always s tart at de curb an ' s crub up int o  de hous e .  Dat ' s  to keep de 
law away . 

An ' den anothah way ah use it , ah use a s tick bluein ' - yo ' know , all in 
lit t le s ticks like dat - an '  hickory ashes , an ' ah take dem hickory ashes an ' go 
an '  mix it togethah . Den ah nail it in li ttle b ags ovah de do ' .  Dat ' s  to keep 
away de laws away . 

Keep pennies in pit chers - dat ' s  fo '  luck tuh keep money comin ' in yore house . 
Jes ' like yo ' got a wat ah  pi t cher ,  yo ' keep al l de pennies . But chew put dem 
pennies in watah [ so that the pennies will g row] - dat keeps money comin ' , dat 
' sposed to . 

Well , ah t ell yo ' ,  it ' cordin ' to whut clas s of people she wants .  If yo ' s 
[ you want ] de good class of  peop le , yo ' know ,  yo ' use a sweetin ' - goes wit 
eve ' thin ' . Anythin ' yo ' want he ' p , yo ' don ' t  want nuthin dat ' s  mean , sug ah  is 
one de main thin ' s .  Ah s crub in dry sugah s ome times [ only example of this ] . 
Den ah take sugah agin an ' ah put it in mah han ' , an ' ah go tuh dis cornah an ' 
carry it  to mah do ' ,  an ' ah go tuh dat cornah an '  come b ack to mah do ' ,  go to dat 
cornah - go to all fo ' o f  de cornahs an ' b ring it in mah han ' dis way . [ She 
demonstrates . ]  

(Just sprinkle i t  as you walk along . )  
Yeah , b ring it  right into mah do ' .  Dat ' s  luck .  
[ She continues talking while machine i s  o f f  and I comment later . ]  
(You walk to opposite corners like making a cross . That is luck fo r sporting 

women. ) 
Yeah , be  shore tuh b ring it into de house .  
See ,  yo ' t ake a snake an ' t ake an '  put him in de s tove an ' take an ' burn h im -

burn him up .  An '  like a man yo ' got an ' he done quit chew , an '  yo ' git a chance 
at him an ' yo ' don ' t  care whut happen to him , if  yo ' put dem ashes in dat hat , in 
de b indin ' o f  his hat an ' he sweats , dat ' s  goin ' roll down into his face an '  it 
shore goin ' put his eyes out . 

(Do you know how they get them in or how they get them out ? )  
Sho ' . Yo ' see , now , j es '  like yo '  done me a dirty trick. Ah cain ' t git up to 

yo ' .  Ah 'm gotta s end mah friend ovah dere - yore seein ' de s ame fren ' - tuh 
carry dis stuff in yore hous e .  Well ,  all ah wanta d o  i s  tuh g i t  any o le snake , 
but ah want a daid one . Well , ah t ake an ' if ah kin git dis heah ashes in yore 
food - git mah friend tuh put it in yore food , an ' g it mah friend tuh put it in 
yore food an '  [ or ]  give to yo ' in some co ffee o r  somepin - well , dat forms germs 
in yo ' an '  dere ain ' t  nuthin goin ' cure yo ' aftah dat , unles s en yo ' takes poison 
tuh move poison . 

• (well , is there anything that will  take them out ? )  
Yes , s altpetah . Anybody dat ' s  hurt , yo ' kin t ake de pee of a young girl dat ' s  

in he r teens , but nevah minst rate - she mus t not minst rate - an '  move it . [ This 
young-g irl pee rite was given previous ly but here is a variation . ]  Den yo ' take 
s altpet ah - j es ' t ake saltpetah an ' dat pee . Yo ' give her some ,  an ' den yo ' take 
it an ' go to he r fo ' head dis way , an ' carry it  to her shoulder an '  to her wais t
line an ' sling it away . 

(Bring it b ack over the hair , down b ack over the shoulders , and right down the 
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body , and s ling it  away . Sling right b ack from the buttocks . )  
Yes . 
Well , yo ' want ' em  dirty dough [ though] - like she ' s runned off an '  yo '  got 

her dirty so cks an '  yo ' wanta bring her back . Yo ' go to de do ' an '  g it right 
down to de steps . Yo ' git up undah de steps an ' git down .  Yo ' dig a hole j es ' 
like dat , j es '  like dat s tockin ' , s ee ,  an ' plant de left s tockin ' p ' inted at dat 
do ' .  She be back dere . I f  it ' s  a man yo ' work de s ame ;  if  it ' s  a woman yo ' work 
de same . 

An '  den it ' s  ano thah way , yo ' whup it . Yo ' whup it back dere , take dem stock
in ' s  an ' whup ' em .  Yo ' whup it  back . Take dem stockin ' s  an ' whup ' em - j es '  g it 
chew a little switch . Yo ' kin [go ]  down in mah house now an '  find ah got lotta 
lit tle swit ches . Whup ' em  back j es '  like yo ' be  whuppin ' a chile . 

(Do you say anything when you whip it ? )  
Sho ' , "Come back heah . "  Talk bad ,  mean . Sho ' , yo ' cus s . Be mad when yo ' 

doin ' it . 
(Here in Memphis do they use candles much in this work? ) 
Some of ' em .  Ah don ' t  use many candles . ,Ah use candl es fo ' evil . 
(Could you tell me j us t  one thing that they do with candles ? ) 
Well , de b lack candles , we burn ' em  tuh do 'way wit chew .  Ah bum ' em tuh do 

'way wit chew , tub move my enemies . 
{How do you do that ? )  
Well , ah light ' em  an ' den ah got a prayer .  [ A  prayer sometimes comes with 

the candle . ]  Yo ' pray a prayer . Den yo '  ast dem tuh be moved ,  "An ' dey shall 
be moved . "  

De candles , little b lack things , dat ' s  fo ' t rouble . Well , yo ' make ' em  j es ' 
like - dey are made out of  incense ,  graveyard dirt , dragon b lood an ' cayenne 
peppah , but yo ' git de doub le-s trength peppah at de drug sto ' - an ' yo ' make dose 
little patties . Make it up j es '  like yo ' goin ' make up some plaster , an '  den yo ' 
git chure little candles an ' put in dere an ' burn on dere . Git de red candles 
dat is tub burn troub le , give ' em troub le ,  s o dey cain ' t  git ' long . Anythin ' dey 
undahtake tub do , dat is tub pull ' em  down - pull ' em back . 

Well , dey say git a black hen ' s  manure an ' put on it whe re they b it chew at . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will rot all dey teetb out . 
Well , ah take it an '  scrub wit it an '  German Hea:rt 's Co logne [ cf. p . 67 2 , 

line 39 ] • Yo ' heah mostly dese spo 'tin ' wmen dey got a bottle of  dat . 
(What does she do , jus t  carry it ? )  
No suh ,  she s crub wit it fo ' trade . 
Den some of  'em uses dey body wit it . Dey wash dey body wit it  firs t an '  den 

s crub wit it . 
Dey t ake brimstone , sulphur , sweet spirits of niter an '  oil of cedar an ' light 

it - git ovah it an '  smoke deyself . Dat ' s  fo 1 luck . [See marg in title SMOKE 
'EM ,  p .  723f . ] .  

(Thes e  sporting women do that? They stand over the smoke from these ingre
dient s ? ) 

Yes . 
Ef yo ' got a man an '  he ' s  bad about wimmin an '  yo ' cain ' t us e yo ' self - yo '  

wo ' out wit h!m ,  yo ' ti ' ed o f  ' fm - yo ' git chew a proudin ' slut an ' she ' s  
pPOudin ' an '  yo ' g it her livah . Yo ' gi ' [ give ]  him dat - h e ' ll be done . Ah 
mean yo ' ll be done wit ' im .  But she mus t be  a proudin ' s lut . 

(Do they talk around here about goofer dus t? ) 
Gooier dus t means hoodooed - dat ' s  de s ame thing . 
(Well ,  what is goofer dust then? ) 
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No such - it ' s  j es ' a lotta - yo ' kin go to de woods an '  git a lotta dat stuff 
an ' grind it up . Ah ' ll show yo ' some ' fore yo ' le ave heah . Ah 'm goin ' out an '  
dig some an '  we ' ll dry i t  - an '  it ' s  diff ' rent roots . All dose roots - dere ' s  
some dose roots in de woods is fo ' de devil an '  some dem ' s  fo ' peace . 

Ah go out dere an '  git all mah devil ' s-shoestring an '  all dat mahself . 
(What do they do with devil ' s-shoestring ? )  
Well , dey use it fo ' gamb lin ' han 's . Well , yo ' g it devil ' s-shoes tring an ' 

Eve- an '-Adam roo t an ' lodestone , ' cordin ' tuh whe thah it ' s  fo ' whites . I f  it ' s  
a white-folks ' han ' ,  yo ' g it white lodestone ; b lack lodes tone is fo ' niggahs . 
An '  yo ' take de points of nine needle - not de whole needle , de points of nine 
needle . An ' yo ' make yore b ag an ' yo '  sew ' em up in dat . Den yo ' draw yo ' a 
cross an ' yo '  take dat cros s dat chew drawed across i t  an ' st ick dem points in 
dat cross . Den yo ' put all de ingredients in dere , j es '  like ah explained it to 
yo ' ;  an ' yo ' sew it up , an '  it ' s  dressed mo ' wit Jockey Club Perfume . 

(What do you draw this cross on - paper? )  
No , ah use buckskin - ah has some buckskin ah use . Ah use some whi te buck-

skin . 
(Just like on paper ? )  
Yessuh . 
De f irst thing yo ' do , yo ' git up in de mawnin ' an '  wash yore face an ' throw 

yore wat ah out an '  don ' t  look b ack ,  an '  yo ' go in yore ki t chen an ' s tart chure 
fiah , an '  yo ' t ake de boss name - yo ' know de man yo ' goin ' git de j ob ,  write 
his name on papah . Write chure name firs t - gimme a pie ce of papah an ' ah show 
yo ' how it goes . [ I  gave her the paper . ]  No , mah names goes  firs t . 

( The first name is the name o f  the fellow who wants the j ob .  Then the boss '  
name .  And then whose underneath it again? ) 

Den mine . Ah 'm ovah him an '  ah ' m undah him , see , but chew mus tn ' t  turn dis 
from yo ' . Yo ' have tuh fold dis in dis pocket [ demons trates ] .  

(Take the top and fold it down to the bot tom . ) 
No suh , on his name - yes suh ,  yo '  gotta be ovah him . See dat , mah name ' s  

ovah him , an '  ah 'm  ovah him . 
Now ,  ah take dat an '  git me 50 pounds of ice an ' wrap dat up in dat ice clo th 

an '  put it on dere an 1 go on down dere an '  meet him . 
Den anothah way tuh work it is tuh take an '  go in de ki tchen an ' git  chew a 

lit tle pan an '  put dat in i t  an '  cover dat name wit salt . Cover it up an '  go on 
down dere an ' see him , an ' put it in de s tove an ' let it bake - s tart a hot fiah 
on dat , an ' ah don ' t  care how rough he is ,  he ' ll cool down . He ' ll talk wid chew 
too . 

(Now when you have this name , you fold your name over his - you fold i t  like 
an accordion , so that it is over his and under his again . )  

Ah want a be ovah him - ah wanta rule him don ' t  I ?  Dat ' s  whut ah 'm doin ' . 
Dis is a good un ' too . Yo ' know a cat fish minst rates like a woman . Did yo ' 

know dat? A catfish minstrates like a woman . Yo ' go git chew a live cat fish an '  
stab him in de t ail wit a knife , an ' j e s '  take - j es '  git chew a drop , or suck 
some dat b lood an '  shoot it  in some whiskey an '  give to him , an '  ah mean he ' ll 
be one de sickes t  mortals dat evah lived on earth . It break him , too . He can ' t  
stand it . But yo '  gotta ket ch him drunk dough [ though] tuh put it  in him • • 

( Otherwis e he ' ll see you doing it . You get a female catfish , then? ) 
Yessuh . Yo ' know a cat fish is j es ' like a woman an ' she mins trates every 

month , an '  yo ' ll know de she from de he . An '  stab ' im  in de tail an '  t ake dat 
blood an '  shoot it in some whiskey . 

Well , yo ' kin kill a woman wit it . Wel l ,  yo ' take her mont 'sus [months ] an '  
wash it outa her pad an ' pu t  i t  in a bo ttle an '  s top it up an '  lay it on its 
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haid an ' it  sets her crazy . Ah seen a girl done dat way not long ago . Dat kill 
he r ,  she cain ' t  minst rate no mo ' - an '  see , dat time come on her , it j es ' cramps 
her , nuthin dey kin do .  Do ctahs ain ' t  nevah been ab le to ket ch it . 

See , ah t ake mah fo ' fingah an ' ah write chew a let tah - de right han ' .  
(The index finger , the forefinger . )  
Ah write chew a let tah wi th mah own blood - an ' don ' t be  uneasy , ah 'm  comin ' . 

Jes ' write dat .  Sit down an '  dictate dat whole lettah in blood . S ee , dey think 
i t ' s  red ink but it ' s  yore b lood an '  dat draws yo ' to me . 

(That b rings the person to you . )  
Well , yo ' t ake , j es ' take a li tt le somepin - ah take a little p as teboard an ' 

j e s ' cut it in de shape of a cof fin . I t  tain ' t made like a casket , it ' s  made 
like a coffin .  

(What ' s  the dif ference ? )  
Well , dey wan t de ole-time way - it ' s  de sharp point [ not a right-angle 

parallelogram , an ob long box ] . See , i t ' s made dis way in de ole-fashioned 
style . Den yo ' see ah take dat co ffin an '  ah write chure name an ' put it in 
dat coffin an ' nail it up , an '  ah ' d  carry it to de ceme tery an ' bury it dere . 
Ah ' m  burin ' yo ' - ah mean fo ' yo ' tub follow dat co ffin . 

(Well , now , tell me how did you happen to le arn your gift? ) 
Ah been doin ' it evah since ah wuz a baby . Ah wuz bo ' n in one de ri ches t 

families  home heah , an ' go t whipped ev ' y [ once in awhile]  'bout goin ' somewhere 
tellin ' a fortune . Dey buried one de richest  men heah , an ' ah went to de fur
neral . Ah told his wife , Ch ris tmas , dey were goin ' tub lose him .  

(Did anybody teach you some of  the things you do? ) 
No sub . It j es ' comes to me . Ah kin j es ' lay down an ' j es '  anythin ' yo ' 

start wi t me , git re ady to do it  - ah ' ll see it . 
(You have the power of seeing things ? )  
Ah see it an '  handles i t , too . 
I f dey come by an ' ah don ' t  want ' em  dere , ah kicks ' em  wit de broom dere . 

When he come dere an ' gits in dere an ' s tart away , ah j es '  ki aks dat broom ovah 
his haid [ demons trat es ] an ' s ay ,  "Go , an '  don ' t  come back . " 

(You pitch i t  over his head as he is walking out . )  
Shore , if ah don ' t want him dere . 
Den ah kin move him anothah way , but dat ' s  a way he ain ' t  comin ' b ack . 
Jes ' t ake a new broom an ' throw a han ' ful la s al t  behin ' him , an ' he sho ' won ' t 

be back then . 
Dere women dat want s  tub rule a man an ' have him po ' ahles s [ p owerless ] , washes 

her dishes wit it - washes herself an ' den washes her plates wit dat . But dems 
wimmins dat do ' s  anythin ' tub keep a man - dey don ' t  care whut it is . 

Yo ' git chew a toadfrog , if it ' s  by yo re husban ' , i f  it ' s by yore man . 
( I f  this woman is having a child by your husband? ) 
Yes , or oZe man , whatevah he is - yo ' know dey call ' em o Ze anyhow . Yo ' goes 

somewhe re an '  git chew a frog . When yo ' wash his clothes , jes '  git dat ole frog 
an ' lay it down ,  an ' set a hot iron on him - hold him down like dat an '  place him 
right on de f ront of dem clothes , an ' set  dat hot iron on dat frog , an ' have de 
print of dat frog on his clo thes . Dat ' s  fo ' tub give her troub le , had hard de
liveries , tuh have cramps an '  might not delivah . 

Ah go git � a litt le bitta young frog an ' ah [ g it]  me a box of s ardines an ' 
open dat b ox o f  sardines an ' ah put dat frog in dere an '  keep him dere in mah 
hous e . 

(What will that do? ) 
Dat ' s  fo ' luck - business luck , any luck , general luck . Jis ' take him - g!! 

a b aby frog now , an ' open a can of sardines . Put him in dat oil , an ' den when 
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yo ' git through wit him ,  yo ' goin ' git dat collarbone f rom roun ' his neck . Dat ' s  
whut chew want ,  t uh keep him in dere t ill he die an ' see dat oil keeps him from 
smellin ' yo ' unders tan ' , den yo ' git dat b one roun ' his neck , de collarbone . Den 
yo ' tote it  in yore purse an ' yo ' ll have luck until somebody git it . Co ' se ,  if 
it ' s  stole from yo ' ,  yo ' s  in a devil of  a shape . You have bad luck den if dey 
s teal it  from you . 

De only way tuh do is de 120 th Psalms . "G" is fo ' peace an ' "R" is fo ' war . 
(That will make that candle go out . )  [ I f  someone is burning a candle agains t  

you . ] 
De 120th Psalm .  An '  yo ' reads down dere yore enemies are b ound tuh be fo ' war 

an '  yo ' re fo ' pe ace . 
[ "  • • •  My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace . I am for peace : but 

when I speak ,  they are for war . " Psalm 120 : 6- 7 - King James Version . What con
ne ction "G" and "R" have with "peace" and "war" I do no t know . ] 

When yo ' measure a man ' s  p rivate yo ' tie nine knots in it . [ Since she had 
previously given me this measurement rite ,  I here turned o ff the machine . To my 
surprise she continued with a unique variation , comment rather , which I was ab le 
to record by quickly res tarting the machine . ] 

(You say a lot o f  women wear this silver [ dime] around the ankle ? )  
But she ' s g o t  dat man tied up in dat s tring . Dat ' s  tuh make out she ' s  tryin ' 

tuh keep anyb ody from hUPtin ' her . [ For  this common cus tom o f  wearing a silver 
dime to ward off  evil , see SILVER , p . 484f . ] 

(But he r real purpose is to keep the man? ) 
Keep de man . 
Dey s ay dey go out an ' git  dat tuh keep dat fo '  rulin ' - dey really wants de 

bolt , de lightnin '-bo lt [ also called thunder-bo lt - see p . 655 . ] 
(How would they get  that ? )  
Dey dig it . 
[ I f  lightning strikes the ground - you will see the hole - you mus t dig out 

the bolt ( so they say) ; if a tree is struck ,  the bolt drops or bounces o f f  and 
will be found on the ground ( so they say) . ]  

(What does it look like? ) 
Ah ' ve nevah seen it , ah 'm  j es '  tellin ' yo ' whut dey tell me - i t ' s  a lor.� 

lightnin ' bolt.  Ah ' ve nevah seen it , see . 
(Do you know what they do with that ? )  
Ah ' ve seen ' em t ie i t  up in de hous es [ protection against s torms ? ]  - is all ah 

know . Mah o le aunt used to had one , she kept it  in de house an ' she kept it 
sewed up in somethin ' .  

[ "The nurse at E .  (or X . ) told me today that she went to see a very old negro 
woman who had a severe case o f  rheumatism .  This old negress s aid t o  the nurse , 
' I f I could only get a thunderbo lt , I sure would get well . ' The nurse asked ,  
'What is a thunderbolt ? '

-
The old negress exp lained that they are found under 

the trees after a b ig thunders torm" - FACI , 1st ed . , p . 264 ; 2nd ed . ,  p . 2 61 . ] 
Well , ' spos in ' yo ' done me some harm an ' ah wanted tuh gi t rid o f  yo ' , run 

yo ' crazy , ah ' d  git  an '  find a b at nes t an '  g it a bat an ' pull a feather out his 
wing . An ' ah kin git holt of  yore hair , ah wind it  up an ' s ti ck i t  up in dat 
bat ' s  wing , an '  push de feather back . Dat bat will j es '  fly round yore house 
an � yo ' ll be crazier den anyone . Dat ' s  tuh run yo ' crazy . 

Somebody livin ' wit chew an ' don ' t  want chew - dey tryin ' tuh g it insurance 
an '  stuff , yo ' know , an ' don ' t  wanta kill yo ' , broadcastin '  [ leaving evidence ] 
where dey goin ' do time fo ' yo ' .  Dat ' s  de way dey do . 

(So , that you don ' t  know anything about it . )  
Dey t ake cat hair an '  dog hair an ' burn i t  an '  sprinkle it  at yore hous e .  
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Take a dog an '  let de cat git  [ after ]  de puppies , an ' make ' em fight . Well , dey 
bristles rais es up - dey ' s  made [ that way ] ain ' t dey ?  Well ,  clip dem bris tles 
off dere neck right b ack dere offa both of dem , an '  ah ' ll b ring it to yore house 
fo ' to . 

(That will make confusion in the house . )  [ This had been my original question , 
How do you cause confusion in a house? ] 

Yes .  
Ah know ' em  tub use de hide of  an eel . Well , dey use dat fo ' luck in some 

inst ance . Yo ' burn dat eel ' s  hide an ' den yo ' mix it wit sugah an '  throw it all 
roun ' yore house . Put it in de cornahs o f  yore house . Some folks s ay yo ' use 
graveyazod dirt , but ah don ' t  want no gJ'al}eyard dirt neah mah house . All de 
graveyazod dirt ah want , ah wanta do somepin wi t it  tub git  chew ' way from dere . 

Well , yo ' kin use mud dauber ' s  dirt fo ' trouble . Ah kin git  rid of yo ' wit 
it . Ah ' ll move yo ' wit it , but ah mus t  use dragon blood wit it . Well ,  yo ' takes 
de dirt . Yo ' know dragon b lood ' s  in a s ti ck .  Yo ' take dat an ' put it in a plate 
an '  yo ' mash up de dirt dauber ' s  nes t an '  yo ' mash up - but chew kin g i t  dragon 
b lood , git it in a powdah or s tick .  An '  yo ' put i t  [ the two ] togethah an ' yo ' 
po ' a little oil of  cedar on it  an '  yo ' burn i t .  See , ah ' ll throw a little at 
chure door ,  an '  to keep it  from lookin ' so red ah put a lit tle sut [ soot]  in it 
so yo ' won ' t  discover i t . See , any dat s tuff dat kin be seen , yo ' gotta have 
sense enough to cover it up so de niggah won ' t move it , so he won ' t  do nuthin 
' bout it - it lay dere an '  take effect . See , ah take it  an ' mix it wit sut . 

If  a man don ' t want nobody in his house , he ain ' t  got a thing tub do but j es ' 
git her s tockin ' . Jes ' cut it  off an '  wear it up undah his arm . Jes ' pull it on 
his arm an ' wear it up undah dere . Dat will hold her to h im .  Now ,  dat keep her 
' way from de othah men . 

(Does he wear it under either arm? ) 
Undah yore right arm . Jes ' cut her s tockin ' off  an ' pull it up like it ' s  a 

sleeve . Yo ' wear a man ' s  - one-hal f  de winnnin comin ' in heah right now , � 
goin ' see dey goin ' have somepin belongin ' to a man . 

( So they won ' t  lose him . )  
Wel l ,  yo ' wanta send a niggah on 'way from heah , yo ' git  one o f  his shoes an '  

gi t chew six twenty-penny nai ls an ' take it an ' lay i t  - take i t  down dere on a 
flatcar an '  nail dem nails . Put two in de heel an '  two in de toe an '  two in de 
middle of dat shoe , an '  nail it to  dat box [ about to s ay box car ] , s ay ,  "Ro ll , yo ' 
son-of-b itch ,  ' cause ah don ' t  want chew no mo ' . " An '  he ' ll s t art rollin ' like 
dat freight train will . 

I f  yo ' go somewhere an '  want tub git  into a place , an ' didn ' t  have no way tub 
git in dere , well , de thing fo ' yo ' tub do , yo ' take a silver half-dollah ,  if dat 
place is ho t .  Whut ah mean by hot , mean yo ' ain ' t goin ' have no luck tuh git in 
dere . Yo ' take a silver half-dollah an '  dat money will burn in yore han ' ,  if yo ' 
shet it up an ' yo '  go into de wrong place . Now , yo ' try dat chureself . 

(You mean , i f  some fellow is trying to break into some place and steal some
thing , he holds a s ilver dollar [half-do llar]  in his hand ; and that silver [ half ] 
dollar will burn him , [ if ]  he is going to get caught in there . So he won ' t  go  
in . )  

So he won ' t  go in - j es '  hold dat half-a-dollah an '  i t ' ll burn like fiah in 
yore han ' , ff yo ' go into  de wrong place . Yo ' try dat .  

[ For diagnostic propert ies of  silver , see pp . 204-20 8 . ] 
Ah use milk from any cow , don ' t [need] dem specially black .  Well , ah use dat 

tuh tie a man up an 1 keep him .  Well ,  ah t ake his urine yo 1 know . 
(You told me about that . )  
(What about John the Conqueror? )  
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Well , ah make luck out  o f  it . Ah makes a bottle out i t . Ah ' ll show yo '  some 
' fore yo ' leave . Ah have a bottle made . Ah has John de Conker an ' Eve-an '-Adam . 

Mah t rade is white , ah don ' t  need no niggah trade . Mah trade is white , ask 
eve ' body yo ' see . 

(Are there many white people in this bus iness or no t? ) 
Yessuh , dere ' s  some in it .  Oh , it ' s ten or twelve heah . 
[After she lef t the room and1before the next person entered , I commented to my 

machine . ]  
(End of 1516 . That woman was called Madam Wiley . ) 

OPERATION SHOEPOLISH 

YO ' GO UNDAH DE NAME OF "DOC" • • • •  AN ' YO ' HA VE  A CARD OR SOMEPIN 
JES ' LAK DIS CARD AH HA VE IN MAH POCKET • • • •  

YO ' PRESENT CHURE CARD • • • •  "DOCTOR" SO-AN ' -SO 

DEY BELIEVE MO ' IN DEM "DOCTORS " DAT SAY DEY COME OUTA LOUISIANA 
DEN DEY DO ANY OTHAH KIND 

DAT 'S WHUT DEY CALL "MITTMAN " • • • •  DAT 'S DE NEGRO NAME FO ' IT • • • •  
HE GOES IN HOMES AN '  FIND PEOPLE WANTS DERE FORTUNE TOLD • • • • 

HE TELL 'EM BY LOOKIN ' IN DE PAlM OF DERE HAN ' 
OR HE TELL 'EM BY CARD - MOSTLY HE TELL 'EM BY CARD 

WHICH DEY MAKE DE PERSON TELL 'EM WHUT DEY WANTA KNOW DEY SELF 

(DO YOU FIND THAT A LOT OF "HOODOOISM " IS DYING OUT?)  
NO SUH, IT 'S GREAT AS IT EVAH WUS 

YO ' KIN JES ' START RIGHT ' CROSS WEST MEMPHIS BRIDGE 
GIT BELOW WEST MEMPHIS AN ' ALL DE WAY INTO LITTLE ROCK 

1 35 MILE AH THINK IS DE HIGHWAY 
YO ' CAIN ' T HARDLY STOP AT A HOME 

Blff WHTff PEOPLE DON 'T BELIEVE IN "HOODOOISM" 

MEMPHI S , TENNES SEE 

[ A  remarkab le operator is this man ! Only a master o f his craft could have 
disp layed the qui ck thinking and resourcefulness he did in a difficult emergency , 
operation shoepoZish .  I could have called h im  Smith , pos s ib le his real name , but 
shoepo Zish t oo completely characterizes and identifies the man , informant 153 1 ,  
whose material i s  on cylinders D55 : 8-D62 : 1  m 2738 : 8-2745 : 1 . ] 

Whut ah have done tuh make people move , yo ' see . Well , lak ah know undah
takers , lak ah live heah - ah know several undahtakers heah an ' ah ' ll find out 
frem dem de las t body dey buried an ' wus dey a member of de church or  wus dey 
a sinnah . Prob ' bly one laid dOwn out heah wus a sinnah , an ' ah find out whut 
graveyard' he ' s  buried in , an ' ah goes dere an ' ah g i t  some o f  de dirt off his 
grave , an ' ah kin come dere an '  make a vis::f. t - lak ah come in dere an 1 ask de 
peop le tuh g imme a drink of wat ah , an ' ah got de dus t in mah han ' ,  de dirt . An ' 
dey say ,  "Come in . "  Well , dey may lead me tuh de dinin ' room an ' gi ' me a drink 
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of watah . Well , on mah way out - see , ah 'm no t supposed tuh cross dat dirt mah
self ' caus e dat ' s  evil dirt . See , dat wus a s innah an ' anythin ' from his grave 
supposed tuh create evil . Well , den on mah way out ah ' ll sprinkle dat dirt out . 
An '  dem people , dey cain ' t  stay dere . I f  ah happen tuh know ' em an ' kin git in 
dey bedroom , ah j us t  take it  an ' throw it up undah de bed , somewhere roun ' in de 
house ,  it  bound tuh git  in de crack some place . Well ,  long it dere , why dat ' s  
gain ' cause evil . 

An '  now j es '  reverse it an '  say ah want a Christ ian person - lak if a person 
livin ' at a home an '  he r an '  her husb an ' cain ' t  g i t  along , well , ah go an ' git  
dirt of f a Chris tian ' s  grave , some ole Chris tian woman who knows - wus a faithful 
servant in church an ' also wit de Lord , an ' ah ' ll go g it her dirt off  her grave 
an ' ah ' ll sp rinkle it round an ' dat ' ll make peace in de home . 

Or yo ' kin take some de s ame dirt an '  if  yo ' kin git  to de p lace at night an ' 
come an '  make a cross , understan ' ,  have enough j es '  tuh drop some down dis way 
an ' drop it cros sways , unders tan ' , an '  leave dat where dey gotta pass ovah . Now , 
dat will cause confusion or eithah peace in de home . 

(Acco rding to  the dirt you use? ) 
Yes . 
Ah goes out through de country an ' ah pas s sometimes as a doc tah , yo ' know , 

jes ' passin ' through an ' dey want things did - if a man an '  his wife , dey are 
not gitt in '  ' long well , dey want peace in de home an ' de ole man runs aroun ' , 
undahstan ' ,  wit some othah woman an ' ah tells her things , whut tuh do , undah
s tan ' , tuh keep him home . Ah tell her tuh have an intahco ' se wit him an '  git 
de towel dat she use wit him , an ' take a pair of s i cissors an ' cut dose spots  
out an ' sew ' em up in a cloth an ' wear it  roun ' her wais t .  An '  dat will keep 
all  his nature at home , ' cause she ' s  got his nature undahstan ' mixed right dere 
wit hers , undahstan ' , where dey had de intahco ' se .  An '  it very se ldom dat he kin 
go 'way from home an '  kin raise anothah nature . He ' ll have a b ig notion but when 
he gits to  de point , where he gits tuh de place , undahstan ' , an '  try tuh raise , 
his nature beg ins tuh fall , ' cause his nature is pulled b ack at home , ' cause she 
is wearin ' him evah ' day , her an ' him right togethah , undahs tan ' , roun ' her 
wais t .  

Dere people dey claim dat if a hoodoo person come ' long an ' do a j ob an '  dey 
die befo ' dey undo ' s  it , dere ain ' t  a man livin ' kin be ab le tuh undahstan ' tuh 
move it , ' cause no person in de hoodooism kin move a dead man ' work . I f  he don ' t  
git i t  moved befo ' den , it ' s  j es '  a case o f  loss dat ' s  all . An '  aftah yo ' work 
on de case a certain leng th of  time accordin ' tuh his experience , de case he have 
had j es '  lak dat , yo '  know , an ' worked it out , an ' he work on dat case , it will 
fail . 

Den he beg in tuh say ,  "Well , who did yo ' g i t  tuh do sech-an ' -sech a-work? "  
Say , "Well , ah got Pro f . Warren o r  Prof . So-an '  -So . "  
[ For Prof . Warren of  Memphis , see p . 99 2 , title quo tation . ]  
S ays , "Well , is he livin ' or daid? " 
Dey say ,  "Wel l ,  he ' s  daid . "  
Say ,  "Well , ah know s omepin mus t been de troub le - ah cain ' t do it , ah cain ' t  

move a dead person ' s  work , me or nobody else . " 
(That ' s  what they call this type of work down in this part of  the country -

that is hoo�oism ? )  
Yassuh , hoodooism an ' mittmen . See , dat ' s  whut dey call mittmen , goin ' an '  

tellin ' fortunes . 
(What? ) 
Yassuh , dat ' s de Negro name fo ' it , see - mittman . Jes ' lak , now yo ' see , ah 

see a fellah goin ' down de street an ' j es '  lak yo ' s ay ,  "Whut ' s dat fellah ' s  



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chcraf t - Roo twork - 1569 

racket ? "  Whut chew mean by raaket ,  whut ' s  his o ccupation . 
An '  somebody s ay ,  "Aw ,  he ' s  a mi ttman . " Dat means he goes in homes an ' find 

people wants dere fortune told . Sometime he tell 1 em  by lookin ' in de palm of 
dere han ' or he tell ' em by card . Mos tly he tell ' em  by card , which dey make de 
person tell ' em  whut dey wan ta know deysel f . Dey tell ' em  a certain thing , � 
guessin ' ' cordin ' to DE SCIENCE OF DE MONTH DEY WUS BO ' N  IN . Den aftah dey give 
' em  a lead undahstan ' ,  why dey j es '  make ' em feed ' em  undahs tan ' wit de things 
undahs tan ' dey wants tub know . Well , dat ' s  called a mittman . 

(What is the bes t part of  the country down here for hoodooism? )  
Arkansas , yas suh . Yo ' kin j es '  s tart right ' cross Wes t Memphis Bridge , g it 

below Wes t Memphis an ' al l  de way int o  Little Rock - 135 mile ah think is de 
highway - yo ' cain ' t  hardly s top at a home but whut people don ' t  believe in 
hoodooism. 

(Arkansas is a good place for that? )  
I t ' s de best  in de South , Arkansas an '  Miss is s ippi .  A man kin take a car an ' 

drive through de place an ' dere ain ' t  a day passes , da t he won ' t make fo ' ty ,  
fif ty , up tub high as one-hundred dol lahs . He run on people dat ' s  got  chi ldren 
dat ' s  s i ck ,  or dey husb an ' might be s i ck .  Now , dey ' s  undah de impression dat 
dey ' s  been hoodooed - or else he ' s  been poisoned an '  fed dat hoodooism , an '  he ' s 
in kinda bad health or eithah he ' s  got a ailin ' mind , an' all yo '  got ta do is 
look at him an ' say ,  "Well , dis man heah ,  mah fren ' s ,  he ' s  been hoodooed . "  

"Well , Do c ,  kin yo ' move it? " 
See , yo ' go undah de name o f  "Doc , "  undahs tan ' , an ' yo ' have a card or somepin 

j es ' lak dis card heah ah have in mah po cket . Ah have a card in mah pocket . 
Well , anyway , yo ' present chure card , see , Doator So-an ' -So and So-an ' -So . Jes ' 
lak dis card heah ,  yo ' hand i t  to ' em an '  say , "Read dat . "  Ah j es '  g ive yo '  dat 
as a parab le .  Well , all dey do is look at de card an ' read it , Doator So-an ' -So .  
Now , dey believe mo ' in dem doators dat say dey come outa Louis iana den dey do 
any othah kin ' ' caus e dey are de very bes t o f  hoodOo peop le - dey supposed tuh 
be in de State of Louis iana . 

An '  den aftah yo ' go on , den dey read yore card , s ay ,  '�ell , Do c ,  ah got a 
sick boy heah or  a sick daughter , sick husban ' , dat been ailin ' now fo ' a yeah . 
An '  ah ' ve had medical doctors come out an '  wait on 'em but dey cain ' t  do him no 
good . " 

Now , it ' s  de usual fact ,  if a person has been hoodooed an '  he commence tub 
fool wit do ctor ' s  medicine , dat makes i t  worse . Se e ,  he ' s  gotta be cured by de 
s ame method , undahs tan ' , dat he wus messed up wit .  Whut he wus hoodooed wit , it 
de same hoodoo s tuff yo ' gotta use on him , undahs tan ' , tub cure him ,  undahs tand . 
Make some kind of  medicine , undahstan ' ,  tub be  ab le tub purge dat s tuff on out 
dat ' s  from de roots an ' herbs . A doator cain ' t write out a prescription , undah
st an ' , [ like] a medical doctor , an '  say g ive dis an ' g ive de o thah , undahs tan ' 
he ' s  gotta work wit de roots , unders tan ' , de oppos ite of de roots dat he wus 
worked on wit . 

(A  lot of these fellows are sort of  tricky , aren ' t  they ? A lot o f  them skin 
people ? )  

That ' s  it . A lot o f  ' em  don ' t  know - dey know some things , undahs tan ' ; an ' 
othahs , why dey j es ' git de person , undahs tan ' , an ' dey find out an ' dey talk to 
' em an ' dey got ' em  b elievin ' in ' em .  Well , dey j es '  go on an '  do things , why 
j es ' go through de mot ions lak , undahstan ' .  

(In your experience ,  do you find that a lot of hoodooism i s  dying out ? )  
N o  suh , i t ' s  great as it  evah wus . Den dere ' s  things , Doc , dat chew kin do 

jes ' f rom real facts ,  undahs tan ' ,  dat ' ll work . 
Now,  HEAH ' S A REAL THING YO ' KIN DO , DAT ' S  JES ' AS TRUE AS A MAN I S  GOTTA DIE . 
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Yo ' kin t ake a man ' s  le ft shoe an ' yo ' kin take a woman ' s  lef t  shoe , an ' go  to a 
drug sto ' an ' buy yo ' a brand-new ball o f  twine dat it ' s  nevah been a piece cut 
off , an '  t ake dat twine an ' t ake dem two shoes an '  place ' em togethah , undah
stan ' , an ' bind ' em tight an '  dig a hole an ' put it undah de do ' s tep . Lak yo ' 
say , yo ' got a girl dat yo ' live wit or wife dat yo ' don ' t want her tuh leave 
yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' love her - yo ' know , yo ' not goin ' leave her but 
yo ' don ' t want nobody git between yo ' an ' her . Jes ' git one of  her left ole 
shoes an ' yore left  ole shoe an ' b ind ' em  togethah an ' put it  undah de do ' s tep , 
an ' in de mawnin ' when yo ' gi t  up yo ' take a leak , undahs tan ' b efo ' yo ' speak to 
anybody , undahstan ' - j es '  lak yo ' want tuh go out to  de toilet an '  have yo ' a 
cup an '  yo ' t ake a leak an ' come back an ' po ' it on dat . Yo ' bury dat shoe yo ' 
undahs tan ' in de g round undah do ' s tep where yo ' both go in an ' ovah , undahstan ' . 
An '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yo ' come dere an '  throw a lit tle ahambeP lye on it . As 
long as dat - undahstan ' , which it  will be dere t ill yo ' move - as long as yo ' 
all st ay in dat house , yo ' ll nevah have no troub le , undahs tan ' . Nobody is comin ' 
in between yo ' - yo ' an '  yo re wife or yore sweetheart . Dat ' s  a shore f ac ' . 

(What kind of  a store - [ s omething ] ? )  
Any kind o f  a s to '  dat handles , yo ' know , where yo ' buys a b all o f  b rand-new 

twine . Git de ball where ' s  none nevah been used o f f  it . Yo ' kin go tuh any drug 
sto ' an ' ask fo ' a piece of twine , but yo ' wanta a brand-new ball , dat dere ' s  
nevah none b een used off  o f  it . Undahstan ' .  

Yo ' take a person dat chew want a kinda g it undah yore command ,  yo ' ll take an ' 
trim yo ' fingahnails , but cut ' em to yo ' on each fing ah . Trim yo ' toenails de 
s ame way .  Yo ' wash yo '  feet j es '  in clear watah , no soap .  An '  yo ' know mos t ly 
eve ' y  colored people - ah dunno 'bout white - dey had a dead skin yo ' know yo ' 
kin s crape o f f , undahs t an ' , an ' scrape dat skin to yo ' . [ Among many example s  
this i s  my only one of  fingernails , toenails and foot skin au t  'em to yo ' . ] An '  
takes dose fingernails an '  toenails an '  put ' em  on a shove l o r  eithah on top de 
s tove an ' yo ' p arch ' em .  Dey ' ll crumble up an ' yo '  take dat an '  crumb le dat up 
into a fine powdah dat it looks brown , somepin lak bPatm heaZin ' powdahs . Well , 
any time dat he kin ket ch , undahstan ' , yore wife cookin ' somepin lak spaghetti 
or  somepin lak dat - anyway , dat yo ' kin put dat into it an ' de tomatoes undah
st an '  will change de color . Yo ' j es '  sprinkle a little j es '  lak yo ' wus season ' 
it or  somepin , undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' j es '  sprinkle j es '  a little in dere . See . 
Well , see , dat ' s  whut chew call yo re own flesh , to a mannah o f  speakin ' ,  undah
s tan ' . An ' when yo ' use de feet part , dat ' s  supposed tuh put her beneath yo re 
feet where yo ' ll be de master o f  her at all t imes an ' she ' s  not de mas ter o f  yo ' . 

S ay ,  i f  a p erson ' s  in bad luck , i f  he ' s  a gamb lin ' man an ' he cain ' t  win 
every time he bet s  he loses - yo ' tell him tuh go to a rivah or tuh a creek where 
it ' s  runnin ' watah , git a bucketful an '  bring it  home an '  warm it , po ' it into a 
tub an ' git him j es '  a small quantity o f ,  a small piece of  b luestone an ' drop in 
dat watah an '  take a b ath , j es '  wash off  in it . Now , he don ' t  wanta use no soap 
in it . Yo ' kin use a rag an '  j es '  s t art at de haid an ' let it  run down , undah
s tan ' . When he git through b athin ' in dat watah , he dry hisself o ff an '  po ' dat 
watah b ack in de bucket an '  go to de creek , undahs t an ' , where i t ' s  runnin ' watah, 
an '  throw dat watah bucket an' all in dere an '  nevah look b ack an '  come on 'way 
from dat creek . Dat supposed tuh carry all his bad luck , undahstan ' ,  away from 
him , see ,  all.' say ,  "Ah do ' s dis in de Name o f  de Lord , dat ah ' ll have bettah 
success den ah have had . " An ' j e s ' walk on away , don ' t look back .  

Yo ' kin t ake a dog an ' a cat - lak yo ' g i t  somebody tuh hold one , make ' em 
tease ' em till de bris t le up . An '  when dey bristle , when dat cat bristle up , yo ' 
clip some of  he r hair , dat eat ' s  hair an '  clip some o f  dat dog hair an ' mix it  
togethah . An '  yo ' kin go in  any home , ah don ' t  care how good , undahstan ' , a man 
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an ' his wife git along or de children , an ' yo ' kin sprinkle dat in dere an' yo ' 
kin name de peop le ,  undahs tan ' - lak yo ' says ,  "Charlie , S arah , Mary , dogs an '  
cats don ' t git along , den how in de hell dat yo ' an ' so-an ' -s o  git  along ? "  Jes ' 
sprinkle dat stuff in dere an ' it ' ll git in de rug , undahs tan ' ,  an ' it ' ll be a 
confusion in dat house ' long as dey b e  dere , fight in '  an ' squabblin ' all de t ime .  
Dey nevah will have no mo ' peace till dey move out a dere , ' cause of dat dog an '  
cat hair . Dey nevah kin git it  all out of  dere , it ' s  too fine tuh sweep up .  

When yo ' come to a family of  people lak dat she tell yo ' 'bout how her husb an '  
have change an ' evah ' thing lak dat , den yo ' beat it  right on to a undahtaker , yo ' 
know , he knows somewhahr dere ' s  buried a good Chris tian person . 

Yes , dat ' ll conker ' em ,  dis hair . Ah spoke ab out de hair . See , dat ' s  de 
branch of evilnes s  in de hous e ,  undahs tan ' . See , dat ' s  fus sin ' an ' fightin ' , 
undahs tan ' - dat hair stuf f . 

Ah kin go tuh de g raveyard an ' g it some dirt yo ' undahs tan ' from a Christian ' s  
g rave , an ' go tuh de sto ' an ' git a b rand-new sack o f  s alt . Yo ' start from de 
f ront do ' an ' yo ' goes roun ' , ' way round de house , undahstan '  an ' sprinkle dat 
salt , an ' sprinkle it all round de house , a ring aroun '  de house . Den yo ' gits 
dis graveyard dirt an ' s tart at de b ack an ' sprinkle it all in de hall , in each 
room undahs tan ' , an ' say ,  "Ah do ' s  dis in de Name of  God de Father , S on an '  Holy 
Ghos t tuh b ring peace an ' happiness in mah home . "  

(You sprinkle the salt , but she will sprinkle the graveyard dirt? ) 
She sprinkle de othah herself - ah carry an ' sprinkle de s alt  around de house . 
A fellah come tuh yo ' an ' he tell yo ' , say ,  "Ah got a wife an ' coupla kids an ' 

mah wife ' s quit an '  le f '  me an '  gone b ack to her peop le an '  dey don ' t  ' low me 
de re ' tall - p rob ' bly kill me if  ah go  dere aftah her . Ah ' ve wrote an ' begged 
her tuh come b ack tuh me but she won ' t come . Ah would do anything in de worl ' 
if ah could git mah wife b ack . Ah wus good to her but she j e s ' le f '  me some way 
or ' noth ah .  She wusn ' t sati s f ied bein '  wit me . "  

Now , yo ' goin ' ask him whut ' s  his wife ' s  name an ' he ' ll tell yo ' .  Yo ' take a 
pie ce of papah or a card an '  he ' ll tell yo ' de name an ' yo ' write his name first , 
an ' yo ' write her name three times on dis corner , three t imes in dis corne r ,  an ' 
three times in de center .  An ' yo ' ll tell h im  t uh  g o  tuh de drug sto ' o r  eithah 
yo ' go wit him an ' yo ' buy two candles - yo ' g it whi te candles . Yo ' kin git ' em 
at Kress ' .  An '  yo ' write her name on dem candles - write his name first an ' 
write her name . Turn de candle ovah till yo ' write it nine times if yo ' have tuh 
write into one [ o f  the names ] .  Turn yore candle - as yo ' write it , turn it . Den 
yo ' tell him tuh g it a half pint of whiskey whut ' s  nevah been opened an '  yo ' take 
dis papah an ' yo ' fold it to yo ' an ' yo ' set it into a saucer an '  yo ' po ' j es '  a 
lit tle whiskey in dere enough tuh dampen dat sugah . Yo ' set dose candles in dere 
an ' yo ' tell him tuh put dose behin ' his bed an ' let dose candles burn plumb down 
till dey burn down , undahs tan '  t o de papah . Den he takes dat papah an ' all de 
containin 's in de plat e  an '  clean it out an ' folds dat in de pap ah an ' take it to 
de stove , undahs tan ' , in de kit chen an '  burn it . An ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' in nine 
days aftah wherevah dat woman at he goin ' heah from her . It  puts her min ' in a 
uproar when dem candles s tart tuh humin ' on her . I t  takes a half a day or night 
tuh burn dem . Yo ' light two of dem at de same time , j e s ' put ' em at de haid of  
yo;re bed ovah in de cornah - lak yo ' has yore bed ca tercornah . Well , de nex ' 
mawnin ' when yo ' wake up , yo ' j es ' gathah it up an ' take it  b ack to de kitchen 
an ' put it in yore stove . An '  ah ' ll b e  willin ' tuh b et a dollah ' gins t a penny , 
if  dat woman knows where yo ' at , in less time den five days yo ' goin ' heah from 
her . An '  de first thing she say , she ask yo ' ,  unders tan ' ,  she ' s  willin ' tuh come 
back ,  understan ' ,  if yo ' want her back .  

Now , ah did dat fo ' a fellah in Cleveland , Ohio , an ' only charged him $25 . He 
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wus a portah an '  he wus crazy ' b out his wife , but his wife had been workin ' fo ' 
some white people an ' she moved ' way from him while he wus at work , an ' she t ell 
dese white people she scared of her husban ' , undahstan ' , didn ' t  want dese white 
people ' low him on de p lace . Well , dey called up down dere where he wus workin' 
at de B & 0 [Baltimore and Ohio Railroad]  Station an ' forb id him tuh comin ' out 
dere where she wus . An '  ah met him at de b arb er shop . 

Ah met dis fellah at Ware ' s  Barber Shop . Dis fellah had told dis barber - dis 
fellah Ware wus his b arber , an ' Ware wus tell in '  me , s ay he wus willin ' tuh pay 
any p ri ce in real tuh git his wife back but Ware didn ' t know nobody , undahs tan ' , 
no hoodoos tuh tell him tuh go to . So he as t me ' bout it an '  ah s aid , "Well , a 
case lak dat , Ware , ah kin handle a case lak dat . " Ah s aid , "Ah ' ll guarantee



him . " Ah said , " I f  ah fail on him , it will be  de first time . "  Ah s aid , "Ah have 
tole de way to re turn dif f ' rent people , an ' tried , an ' everyone tried it , it  
worked out . " 

An '  he said , "Well , all right . He ' 11 b e  b ack heah tonight , ' cause ah promised 
tuh seek aroun ' tuh s ee could ah git  me any informa tion ab out anybody dat ah 
could s end him to . "  An '  he s aid , "I f he beats chew heah , ah ' 11 keep him heah 
t ill yo ' come , "  s aid , "yo ' be heah no latah den eight a ' clock t onight . "  

So , sho ' nuff dat night ah went up dere . I t ' s  in Cleveland , Ohio , on S covil 
Avenue between 33rd an ' 34th streets - on S covil . So when ah went in he had been 
dere an ' Ware sent him in de b ack - he lived in de rear of de b arb er shop . So ah 
came in an ' Ware tole me , said , "Glad yo '  came . De party ' s heah now . "  

So ah went on b ack an ' had a talk wit him , an ' so ·he explained tuh me an ' ah 
t ole him , ah s aid , "Now , ah ' ll charge yo ' $ 2 5 , "  ah s ay ,  " in a case lak dat .  I t ' s 
a pret ty serious cas e . I t  should be $50 , " ah said , "but ah deman ' all mah money 
down , "  ah s aid , "because whut ah tell yo ' tuh do , yo ' ain ' t gotta us e it but 
�· an ' if ah didn ' t  git all mah money down , ah ' ve got no security o r  no way 
tuh make yo ' pay me de b al ance . "  Ah said , "But ah will guarantee if yore wife 
don ' t  come back to yo ' , den ah '  11 give Ware $ 2 5  - g ive yo ' de $ 25 , "  but ah said , 
"ah ' ll give it to Ware be cause Ware tole me yo ' wus his friend . "  

An '  he s aid , "Well , dat ' s  s atis facto ry . "  
Ah s ays , "Yo ' got  $ 25 ? "  
He say , ' 'Yes , ah got $ 50 heah in mah pocke t . "  
Ah s ay ,  "Well , all right . Ah tell yo ' whut chew do . Yo ' go  right tuh de drug 

s to ' an '  buy two candles an '  s top at de saloon an ' buy yo '  a pint of whiskey . "  
An '  ah say ,  "I f yo ' see a grocery s to '  ' long dere , git yo ' a ni ckel ' s  worth o f  
sugah ; if dey don ' t  sell it , go in any cafe an ' ask fo ' it . Undahstan ' ,  ask dem 
tuh s ell yo ' s ome sugah ,  dat yo '  go t somepin at home yo ' wanta sweeten up - a 
t ablespoonful will be enough if  yo ' cain ' t g i t  none nowhere . " So he went , undah
stan '  - an ' ah s ay ,  "Stop at de druggist an '  git me a bot tle o f  shoe polish , 
black shoe polish . "  

He say ,  "All right . "  
Ah wai ted dere t ill he came b ack an '  ah got  dis t ablet an '  he gimme his wife ' s  

name , an '  ah wrote his name three times - wrote his wi fe ' s  name three times an '  
his name three times , which would b e  nine , eighteen altogethah . But now ah write 
his name firs t ,  j es '  lak now , say ,  his name wus Walter . See , ah has a sheet o f  
tablet papah. an ' h i s  name Walter Crowly , ah write Walter Crowley . An '  ah s aid , 
''Whut ' s her name ? "  Say , "So-an '  -So . "  Well , ah always put de man ' s  name at de 
top be cause he ' s  de head of  de house . See . [ He demonstrates . ]  Den ah write her 
name undah dere . Ah write Wal ter agin an '  ah write her name - dat ' s  three t imes . 

(You write it  down in the corner , catercorner . )  
Dat ' s  righ t . Den ah turn it  right aroun ' heah an '  ah wri te Walter heah in . 

[ He demons trates . ] 
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(In the next corner you would write the same thing . )  
Walter an ' her name ,  Walter an '  her name , three time s dere . Den ah come down 

in de center an '  ah write his name an ' write her name three t imes . 
Now , when ah tell him tuh burn it , ah tell him tuh fold dese cornahs to him . 
(You write three names here and three here , making it  nine al together . ) 
Now , undahs tan ' ,  he ' s gonna bring me de candles , an '  ah takes a pin an ' ah 

writes first his name in dere an '  den her name , undahst an ' ,  nine times but ah 
turns de candle ovah befo ' ah g it all dat wrote up an '  ah 'm writin ' right back 
into de s ame writin ' ah ' ve wro t e .  But ah ' ll write it  nine times . Ah t akes de 
candle - it be ' s  at night an '  Kress ' is closed an ' ah cain ' t ;  yo ' know , a black 
candle , dat ' s  de kind ah want . Den ah t akes dis shoe polish an ' paint dese  
candles , undahstan ' , after ah write de  names on  ' em . 

[ An  equally ab le operator unab le to find a black cat , made a cat b lack by 
using shoepolish - p . l097 , title quotation . ]  

Den ah tells him - ah gives him dat s tuf f tuh take home where he lives ; see , 
he cain ' t  use it right dere in de house where we wus t alkin ' because he didn ' t  
live dere . An ' it t ake dem candles at leas t  five o r s ix hours tuh burn up . An ' 
ah tell him tuh t ake dis home , an ' when he git it home tub s et it  in a plate . 
T ake de sug ah  an '  sprinkle it roun ' , undahstan ' ,  ovah de p apah [with the names ] . 
Po ' de whiskey ovah i t , undahst an ' tuh k{nd o f  dissolve it , an ' den s et de candle 
undahs tan ' , one ovah heah , an ' one ovah heah obj ect [ opposite ] of dat . An '  ah 
tole him tub place it ovah behin ' his bed an ' den light ' em , be cause he may turn 
de candles ovah tryin '  tuh move in his plate - but ah said yo ' set  ' em in de 
plate , set ' em in dere an '  s trike a match an ' light ' em .  Den pull o ff yo ' 
clothes an '  g o  on .tub bed . 

All right , he went on home t ub b ed lak dat nigh t an '  - ah said , ' 'When kin ah 
see yo ' agin? "  

He s aid , "Well , ah come b y  de night yo ' [will ] see me . "  Said , "Well , ah 'm 
very near crazy . " 

Ah said , ' 'Well" - anyhow ah named de third night an ' ah s aid , ' 'Well ,  yo ' j es '  
come by heah de third night from now an ' lemme know have yo ' heard f rom her . " Ah 
say ,  "Yo ' goin ' he ah from her anywhere from de se cond tuh fifth day , ' cause her 
mind is goin ' tuh g o  tuh thinkin ' about chew de minute chew light dem candles . 
An ' "  ah s ay ,  "de mo ' dey burn down , de stronger dat her mind is g oin ' reflect 
b ack on yo ' • " 

De second day she called down dere where he wus workin ' an ' told him dat she 
wanted tuh have a talk wi t him an ' wus willing tuh come back home if he would 
accep t her back .  She had nevah moved - j es '  her clothes , s ee - an '  bring de keys 
on b ack. He told her , yes , come on b ack home . An '  she asked whut did he want 
tuh eat , an '  told him she would be home dat evenin ' when he go t home - tuh come 
on home . He met me de third night an ' tole me his wife wus at home an ' say ,  ·�o '  
done such a good j ob , " say , "ah ' m goin '  give yo ' ten dollahs ext ra . " 

He s ay ,  "Now , heah whut ah want chew tuh do fo ' me now , Do c , "  he s ay , " ah  want 
chew tuh fix he r so she won ' t  g i t  away no mo ' . " 

Ah s ay , "Well , all right ,  ah tell yo ' whut chew do . "  Ah s ay ,  "Now , yo ' s been 
a pret ty good c ash cus tomer , " ah say ,  "now ah goin ' do dis j ob a lit tle lenient . " 
Ah.say , "Now , dis is a $25 j ob ,  but yo ' made me a present o f  ten , "  ah say ,  " ah ' m  
goin ' do dis one fo '  " $ 15 whi ch would be a $25 , count in ' de ten which yo ' made me 
a present of . " 

Ah s ay ,  "Yo ' wife g o t  a special comb dat she use at home or a brush dat chew 
don ' t  use ? "  

He say , "Yes , she got a comb of her own . "  
Ah s ay ,  "Well ,  if yo ' don ' t  use de same comb , when yo ' go home yo ' clean de 
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comb out , git  all yo ' hair outa de comb , an '  de first time yo ' ket ch  her combin '  
her hair in de comb , "  ah s aid , "yo ' git  dat hair an '  s ave i t  an ' b ring i t  tub 
me . "  An '  ah tole him where ah room at , 3357  Eas t 33 S treet . Ah s aid , "Yo ' b ring 
dat hair tub me an ' ah ' ll fix i t  up . " 

Well , he brough t me de hair . Ah went tub de s t o ' an ' bought a package of 
needles an ' ah taken de hair an ' ah made him cut s ome hair o f fa his privates an '  
ah mix dem hairs toge thah . An ' ah taken dem needles , undahs tan� da t hair down 
between dem needle s , an ' ah bought me a brand-new spoo l  of  thread , an '  ah bind 
dem needles an ' dat thread togethah . An ' ah taken an ' carried me a p iece o f  red 
flannel cloth an '  ah b roke dem needles up � undahstan ' , aftah ah got ' em b ound , 
ah broken dem in part , half in two , an '  bound ' em undahs tan ' in dat red clo th an ' 
sewed it up . An '  ah told him , undahs tan ' ,  wherevah he b e ,  undahs tan ' ,  wear dat 
all de time ,  undahstan ' ,  pinned to his undahshirt , undahs tan ' , on de le ft side , 
an '  long as he keep dat he would nevah be uneasy ,  undahs tan ' ,  about her leavin '  
him any mo ' . An '  ah gues s five or six months aftah dat - him an '  I used tub 
meet up dere at dis Ware ' s  Barber Shop an ' he always wanta buy me a cig ar or 
Co ca Cola ah say ah want . An '  he tell me , he say ,  ' 'Mr . Smith , yo 1 cert ' inly 
fixed mah home up - ah haven ' t had any mo ' troub le . "  

(Now , those candles , you are s upp osed to use b lack candles , but because you 
couldn ' t  get them , you polished them with shoe polish ? )  

Yes . See , dey supposed tub be black an ' he wanted to do i t  d at night , ' cause 
he wanted it to do de work de nex '  day . 

(For quick action , you didn ' t  have time to  buy the black candles ? )  
De places wus closed see , an ' he wanted tub go tub work on de case righ t away , 

an '  in a manner of  speakin ' ,  ah wus unab le to be - an '  ah wanted de money right 
away . I f  ah put him o ff de next day an ' tell him b ring me de b lack candles when 
he come , yo ' know , down through town when he wus goin ' tuh work , he would have 
sent fo ' ' em during de day an '  it would be special . Dat would mean , i t  would be 
de next day ' fore he wus goin ' pay me anything - de next night . So ah needed de 
money an '  ah j es ' went on an ' s tarted de work , undahstan ' , on de case dat night . 
Ah know yo ' could gi t [white ] candles at any g ro cery s to '  an '  ah could git shoe 
polish , undahs tan ' , at ant drug sto ' , but ah wanted de black shoe polish . So ah 
j es '  painted ' em b lack an j es '  laid ' em dere an '  le t ' em dry while ah wus talk
in ' tub him ' bout othah things - let ' em dry . 

Now , yo ' take a person dat is bo ' n in March , dey de hardes t people , undah
s tan ' , tub control .  Well , yo ' see , March is a windy , fl ighty , changey month , an '  
a person dat ' s  bo ' n , undahs tan ' ,  anywhere from ten days in March up till de 20th ,  
25th of  March , well den he ' s  called a March-bo ' n  chile . Hit ' s  hard fo ' tub mas
ter hi s mind , ' cause his mind is flighty . Yo ' gotta git a person ' s  mind concen
trated , undahs t an ' ,  on whut chew ' s  undahtakin ' tub wanta do fo ' him .  Yo ' firs t 
gotta build up a conf idence , undahstan '  ' tween yo ' an ' him where he b elieves in 
whut chew tellin ' him - dat he believes dat chew kin do j es '  de things dat chew 
tell him . Well , now his mind is concentrated right on whut chew t alkin ' to him 
about . But  a March-bo ' n  person , dey has a great mind tub do somep in today , dey 
lay down an '  s leep tonight , an ' tuhmorrah , dey mind is al togethah diff ' rent . Ah 
experience dat fo ' mahself - ah 'm a March-bo ' n  chile , March 2 3 , 1887 . An ' dere ' s  
things dat ah kin plan tuh do tuhday or have s ome kind of animosity in mah heart • 
tub do things dat people have did tuh me , an ' ah say , "Ah ' m  goin ' do sech-an ' -
sech-a-thing tomorrah o r  de next time ah '  1 1  meet him . "  

Well , all right , ah ' ll git up in de mawnin ' an '  de firs t  thing run ' cros s  mah 
mind , "Now , Smith , yo ' say yo ' goin ' do dat-an ' -de-o thah . Well , dat ' s  ovah wi t -
dey didn ' t  hurt chew all dat much , or dey didn ' t  hurt chew s o .  Let it  g o  - yo ' 
settin ' yo ' s elf a world of troub le . " An ' ah s ay ,  "Well , ah ' m  nevah goin ' do ' em 
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anothah favor . Ah 'm goin ' overlook whut dey did tuh me , but ah ain ' t goin ' do 
' em no favo r . " Ah pass by ' em  in a restaurant or  some place an ' he ' s  hong ry 
ah ' m buyin ' a drink an ' he ' s  s tandin ' up dere - ah ' ll o ffer him somethin ' as 
well as ah would anybody else . Dat night mah mind wus made up tuh nevah have 
no mo ' tuh do wi t ' im , tuh git revenge fo ' whut he done tuh me , but  it passes 
ovah . 

Den yo ' kin t ake some peop le , cert ' in peop les bo ' n in a month , i f  a person do 
s omethin ' to ' em dis yeah , an '  dey ' ll ca ' y dat same evil s car in dey heart , an '  
de f irs t opportunity , undahs tan ' ,  tuh do dat person s ome harm , dey ' ll do it 
s ay ,  "Ah ' m  gittin '  even wit him fo ' whu t he done tuh me month befo ' las t ,  or 
last  ye ah . " 

But a person dat ' s  bo ' n  in March , dey don ' t  ca 'y  dat evil thought , undahs tan ' ,  
dey works right at de spur of  de moment - i f  dey don ' t  do it  den , dey won ' t do 
it . 

Ah ' ve nevah experienced workin ' dat . Now , yo ' kin take a tinype photog raph 
an '  if  yo ' wanta run a person crazy , put it up , undahstan ' , in de fo ' ks o f  a tree 
an ' shot at it three t imes . 

I f  yo ' wanted tuh kill ' em ,  yo ' take dat photograph an ' bury it on it ' s face , 
undah st an ' , in de earth . 

Now , heah ' s  whut ah ' ve nevah tried , but ah ' ve heard people have did it  to 
peop le - it wus so Zow-down ah nevah would tell nob ody about dat , nuthin lak dat . 

Yo ' t ake a woman when she ' s ministratin ' an '  git holt of  one of her cloths an '  
bo ' a hole in de no ' th side o f  a t ree an '  punch it up in dere . An '  dey take a 
peg an ' drive dat through dat hole , b ack up , yo ' know ,  airtight , tuh fill up de 
p lace where yo ' bo ' d out . Well , she ' ll s top ministratin ' ,  an ' dere ain ' t  no 
docto r in de world , undahs tan ' , kin s tart her back on . An ' she ' ll j es '  wither 
away tuh nuthin . De minute de blood s tart rush in ' to her haid , she will begin 
tuh have spells , an ' she ' ll lay right in dat bed an '  she ' ll git  to  de place where 
she ' ll be too weak tuh g it her out . She ' l l lay right in dat an ' wither away an '  
dere ain ' t  no medical doctor in de worl ' kin start it back on . 

I f  yo ' wanta send a person away , if yo ' wanta git rid o f  a person , yo ' git  
dere t racks but chew pick i t  up , undahs t an ' , goin ' j es ' lak yo ' want ' em tuh 
leave yo ' . All right , i f  a person walk right ' cro ss yo re yard , an '  yo '  don ' t  
want a be bothe red tellin ' ' im , yo ' undahst an '  - dey may be  yore neighbor dat chew 
dis like . Well , yo ' pick up dat track , de dirt outa nine o f  dere tracks - s coop 
it up disaway [ demons t rate s ] . See , yo ' want ' em tuh leave yo ' . I f yo ' want ' em  
tuh come to  yo ' , don ' t  want ' em  tuh leave yo ' , pick it up to yo ' - j es ' lak 
heah ' s somep in ah wanta pick up [ demons trates ] .  

(You pick it  up toward you . ) 
Yes . Now , i f  ah want ' em tuh leave me , ah [ redemons trates ] .  
(You pi ck i t  up away from you - from the heel to the toe . )  
Yes , right from de palm [bot tom of the foot ]  - nine tracks .  
(One after the other . )  
Now ,  ah ' ll g it dat an '  put it in a bottle , an ' ah kin go tuh any rivah o r  any 

creek where de watah runs - not s till wat ah ,  runnin ' watah - an '  ah ' ll write dere 
name , undahst an ' , an ' push it down dere , undahs tan ' . Seal dat up - y o '  know , put 
a cork stopp ah  in it , an ' ah ' ll throw dat in de watah an ' ah s ay ,  "Well , John , ah 
want chew tuh be on yore way" - o r  whatevah de name may b e , an '  ah throw it in 
dere , " Charlie , ah want chew tuh b e  on yore way . " An ' ah ' ll bet chew in less 
time den fifteen days dey ' ll commence tellin ' de ne ighbors dey believe dey ' ll go 
tuh sech-an ' -sech a place - dey gittin '  dis sat is fied an '  dey ' ll b elieve dey ' ll go 
tuh Arkans as an '  do b ettah den dey doin ' heah . An '  dey ' ll s t art  tuh rovin ' . An ' 
j es '  de way dat watah flows , i f  it flowin ' south , dey goin ' travel south , an '  if 
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it ' s flowing west , dey gain ' travel west - whichevah way dat s tream of  watah 
runs , dat ' s  de way dey gain ' start . 

About de law - yo '  f irs t gotta  wait till he comes , but chew be prepared fo ' 
him .  Have yo '  a brand-new box - in de ole yeahs dey called red peppah , cayenne 
peppah dey calls it now . Have yo ' a box of  dat an ' when he come in an ' leave 
out , yo ' ask him his name , "Officer ,  whut ' s yore name? " 

"Ah officer So-an ' -So . " 
Well , now ,  when dey leave out , undahstan ' , yo ' calls de name , mumble de name 

to yo ' self an ' say ,  "Ah want chew to nevah return heah no mo '  • " Take dat cayenne 
peppah , undahstan ' , an '  sprinkle it all around out in front of  de do ' , undah
st an ' , when dey leave . 

Now , tub draw t rade to yore place , if  yo ' in business an '  yo ' wants  tub draw 
all kinds of trade , where yo ' cater to both colors , yo ' go round to some whi te 
people ' s  house an ' yo ' beg dem , undahstan ' , out o f  a p air  of  ole  white shoes 
not white  shoes , but ole shoes belongin ' tub white people . Go tuh some colored 
person an ' beg dem out of a pair . Den yo ' take dem ole shoes an ' yo '  git  chew 
some sulphur , about a tablespoonful of sulphur an ' yo ' go tub de drug sto ' an ' 
yo ' buy yo ' some dragon ' s  blood an ' yo ' takes dose shoes an ' - lak yo ' wanta b ig 
crowd , undahstan ' ,  say on a Saturday night . Dat ' s a b ig night - dat ' s  a negro 
night , most  of  all gits paid off on Saturday .  

Well , on Saturday mawnin ' yo ' ll take dem shoes an '  put ' em on a shovel an '  
yo ' ll start ' em tub humin ' , undahstan ' , an ' yo ' s tart tub smokin ' from de front , 
an ' yo ' ll smoke all de way through , undahstan ' , git  all dat whut chew call de 
scent from de shoes , git it all around in de house . Dat ' s  de whit e  an ' colored 
both , yo ' undahstan ' . 

Or if yo ' in a bus iness where yo ' jes ' wanta colored shoes , git  dat sulphur 
an ' dat dragon b lood an '  yo ' burn hit . Dat ' ll draw a crowd anywhere . 

Fo ' any kind of - ah call ' em insects - yo ' take a snake an ' kill a snake , den 
yo ' lay him out in de sun or lay him any place an '  let him dry , undahstan ' , gi t  
him perfectly dry . Den yo ' kin crumble dat snake up an ' yo ' kin take an '  j es ' 
parts of - not de whole snake , j es '  any parts  of de frog , lizard , undahst an ' , or 
roach or wood  s awyer [ sawyer - one of several longicorn bettles whose larvae bore 
holes in timber] , anything lak dat an '  s tarve him tuh death , an ' let him die an ' 
he begin tub wither away . An '  yo ' kin take dat an '  crumb le it  up an ' yo ' give it 
to a person in whiskey or g ive it to ' em in food . Well , dat gits  into dey sys
tem ,  it will create , undahs tan ' , back to natural life ·agin , an ' it ' ll be  a natu
ral snake , or lizard or frog or wood sawyer or co ckroach , j es '  wh atevah yo ' feed 
him in dat , undahstan ' ,  it ' ll come tub be , undahstan ' ,  in his body . 

Git two fresh-laid aigs from a hen an ' lay one in each one of his han ' s  an ' 
yo ' put him in de cof fin , lay him face down , an ' whoevah killed him ,  ah don ' t  
care where dey ' ll b e ,  dey ' ve gott a  come right b ack tub dat same town an '  dat 
same neighborhood . I f  yo ' embalm him an ' let him lay dere long enough wit dem 
eggs in his han ' , yo ' kin put him [murderer ] right tub where de body is - he ' ll 
come in dere . He cain ' t he ' p  it . He ' ll come somewhere round dat house where 
he ' s  laid out as a corpse  - wherevah de undahtaker is got dat body . 

[ I  had he ard this rite so often I turned off  my machine b efore recording what 
he said about the name . This happened many times . I now give him a _ chance to 
repeat . ]  • 

(You write the party ' s  name on the egg . )  
On de eggshell - write his name nine times . Nobody but his name nine times on 

de aig , an '  put one in �ach han ' an ' bury de body wit de face down in de coffin . 
He ' ll come back tuh dat town - he cain ' t  stay away . 

L ak  if yo ' got  a witness , a prosecutin ' witness in a case an ' i f  yo ' kin git 
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dere name an ' i f  yo ' git holt o f  dere socks or stockin ' s  or any of  dere wearin ' 
garment next to dere skin , undahweah or petti coat or dey shirt , or somepin lak 
dat , yo ' g it it an '  take it , undahs tan ' ,  tuh runnin ' watah . Write his name on a 
piece of papah an '  write chure prosecutin ' attorney ' s name an ' de j udge name dat 
he g oin ' be tried befo ' , an '  all yo ' witnes s name , an ' fold dat shirt up , or dat 
undahweah or dat stockin ' , whatevah yo ' git , undahst an ' , bind ' em ,  undahstan ' , 
wit a s tring an ' carry ' em an ' throw ' em in de watah . Dem people,  undahstan ' ,  
dey gotta tuh leave - dey gotta follow dey belongin ' s ,  undahs tan ' . Dey ' ll begin 
tuh wandah de way dat stream runs an ' when dat trial come up dey won ' t be dere . 

Den yo '  kin take , if yo ' cain ' t  git  a chance tuh git none of  dere clothes , yo ' 
kin git de name , de witness name an '  yo ' write ' em  all , evah ' mawnin ' fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' write each one ' s  name - de j udge , de prosecutin ' attorney , de 
prosecutin ' witness an ' de othah witness against yo ' • Yo ' write dem down undah
s tan ' dis mawnin ' dis away [ demonstrates ] , an ' tomorrah mawnin ' yo ' write it dis
away , de next mawnin ' yo ' wri te it through dere . Yo ' write it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  
yo ' undahs tan ' , yo ' keep cross in '  ' em  up , yo '  undahstan ' ,  j es '  write ' em all into 
one ano thah .  An ' on de day dat yo ' s  goin ' tuh trial , if it ' s  a hydrant at chure 
house , yo ' turn de watah on undahstan '  - lock de do ' if yo '  kin tuh keep ' em  from 
git tin ' dat watah - turn dat watah on slow an ' yo ' go  to co ' t .  An '  evah ' one dem 
witnes s git  on de stand , dey goin ' tell a conflic tin ' story from de othah one , 
an '  de prosecutin ' attorney , he goin ' git mixed up , undahs tan ' , because dat ' s  
whut makes ' em ,  yo ' undahstan ' , is de way yo ' wrote dose names an ' things . Dey 
all mixed up - dis one comin ' in an ' tell one tale , an '  de othah one comin ' in 
an ' tel l  anothah . Dey tell so many lies until yo ' git de benefit of  de doubt in 
de co ' t ,  an ' dey say ,  "Well , yo ' s -supposed tuh be eye-witness of de fact an ' yo ' 
s ay se ch-an 1 -sech a thing an ' de othah fellah s ay sech-an ' -sech a thing . Now ,  
we don ' t  know which one tuh believe . "  An ' den yore lawyah will ques tion ' em  
right ovah ,  whut dey s aid one time dey ' ll change it , undahst an ' , an ' de next 
time . Dey cain ' t tell i t  de second time lak dey told it  de first time . De 
third time dey ' ll eithah add some mo ' to it or take some of  it  away , an '  dey 
tell so many lies until dis lawyer say , "Well , j udge , ah ask dat dis cas e be  
dismissed . Dese people up heah j es '  a-liein ' b ackwards an ' forwards . Dey mus t 
have some animosity in dey hearts agains t dis man , j es '  want tuh see him sent tuh 
prison falsely . "  

(What do you do with those things after you wrap them up? )  
Well , de day yo ' go tuh co ' t ,  yo ' put ' em in yore left heel in yore shoe an '  

yo '  wear dem to de co ' t - undahstan ' ,  keep it in dere . 
Now , yo ' kin take a needle , a brand-new needle an ' yo ' kin pick yo ' fo ' fingah , 

mos tly de left hand - de fo ' fingah of de left han ' .  Yo '  git  jes ' a drop of blood 
out of dere , j es '  a very small amount of blood an ' git it into a bottle , undah
stan ' ,  an ' yo ' kin po ' - it ' s  best tuh put whiskey in it , an ' a person dat chew 
like s , see , drinks dat . Say ,  yo '  might be out fo ' a ride . Now , yo ' got dis bot
tle already fixed , yo ' be out ridin ' in de car . Well , yo ' had it fixed at home , 
lak yo '  got a girl friend dat comes to yore room tuh spend de nigh t  sometime , an '  
yo ' likes her an '  yo ' wanta tuh git her undah yore control . Yo ' ask her but she 
always present some excus e .  

Take any kinda sharp instrument an ' stick i t  i n  until yo ' git it  where it  will 
begin tuh b leed , an ' yo ' squeeze dat b lood out into a bottle . Den yo ' git  her 
some whiskey an '  po ' de whiskey , an ' if she like wine , put wine in dere . Dat ' s  
about de onliest two things dat yo ' put in dere , undahstan ' , dat would keep it 
anyway dat she wouldn ' t  git suspicious - wine or whiskey . Yo ' nevah could do it 
wit beer . All right , now yo ' out ridin ' an ' yo ' say , "Baby , yo ' wanta drink" -
yo ' know she lak tub drink - "yo ' want some wine? " "Yeah . " 
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Well , now yo ' ll go out lak yo ' goin ' g it s ome wine , undahs t an ' , an '  yo '  go t  
d i s  wine w i t  chew . Well , yo ' j es '  go tub de s to ' , undah st an ' , an ' a s k  'em tub 
wrap dis up fo ' yo ' .  He s ay ,  "Sho ' , "  lak yo ' goin ' b uy a pack of cigare t tes o r  
somep in . H e  wrap it up . Well , yo ' come o n  b ack , an '  a f t ah  wh ile yo ' s ay , "We l l , 
ah '  1 1  go b ack heah an ' open i t . " Take it on back tub de kit chen j es ' l ak yo ' 
openin ' it ,  undahs tan ' , an ' b ring i t  on in an '  set it dere wit de ice an '  evah ' 
thing an '  yo ' an ' he r s tart drinkin ' .  I t  ain ' t  g o in '  hur t chew , dat ' s  yore own 
b lood . Now , she drink dat wine , undahs tan ' ,  wit dat b lood in i t - dat g i ts yo re 
b l ood into her , an ' it wil l g i t  a l l  through her sys t em , natural ly , an ' yore blood 
an ' her b lood is mixed - thicker den anybody else ' s  becaus e i t ' s  toge thah an ' 
ins ide o f  her , an '  she ' l l commence showin ' mo ' affection , undahs tan ' , towards 
yo ' den she ' s evah showed ,  an ' things dat yo ' had asked her tub do a month ago 
an '  she refused , wel l , she ' s  might gi t mad at firs t , but she all righ t . 

( In your travels around , have you found many white people who are doing the 
wo rk? ) 
�e s ,  ah found quit e  a few . Dere ' s  lady right ovah heah in Wes t  Memphis . 

(Do they do about the s ame type o f  work , do you think? Or do they us e the 
s ame means , s ame me thods ? )  

S ome - mos t ly , dey have a l i t t le di f f ' ren t way o f usin ' it . Sometime dey may 
add s ome to i t  o r  t ake s ome away , but practi cally • • • • 

(End o f  1 5 31 . ) 

DEY TRIED TO RUN ME OUTA LOUI S IANA 

DEY TRIED TO RUN ME OUTA LOUISIANA • • • •  

AH COME OUT WHEN AH GOT READY 

YO ' SEE HIM [ SPIRIT] IN DAT GLASS OF WATAH 
HE 'LL HA VE  HIS HAID ALL VEILED IN IT 

YO ' CAIN ' T SEE NUTHIN - IT 'S JES ' LAK DIS HAT DERE 
[MY MYSTERIOUS OLD BLACK HAT ALWAYS ON WORK TABLE ] 
YO ' CAIN 'T SEE NUTHIN - IT 'S DARK - NO LIGHT WHUTEVAH 

[ SHE MEANS BOTH GLASS OF WATER AND HAT] 
AN '  [GRADUALLY ]  YO ' KIN SEE IN DAT GLASS OF WATAH JES ' AS PLAIN 

WHUP 'S WHUT AN ' WHUT AIN 'T WHUT 

MEMPHI S ,  TENNESSEE 

[ This wom�1 , informant 1519 - inte rviewed on my firs t interviewing day a f te r  
my re turn to Memphis - t e l l s  m e  no t to wo rry ab o u t  the police having tr ied " to 
run me outa" Memphis nine mon ths ago . She herself h ad had a s imi lar experience : 
"Dey tried to run me outa Loui s iana . "  I have dis cus sed my diaZ.ogue with the 
police of Memphis and also my o l d  b l a ck hat in the INTRODUCTION . Divination by 
using water is fairly common in hoodoo (see pp . 215-217 ) ; the mas te r hydromance r  
p rob ab ly b eing Do ctor Engl ish (p . l 386 , title quo t ation) . Informant ' s  material 
is on cylinders D l 5 : 3-D23 : 6  = 2698- 2 7 0 6 . ]  

Whut ah tell yo ' ' bout furs t , dat when yo ' b een unlucky , dat in Ps alms 12 3 -
when yo ' have b een unlucky - yo ' s upposed tub burn Ing raham ' s Incense b efo ' sun
ris e in de mawnin ' an '  sundown in evenin ' . Dat ' s  whut ah want ' explain to yo ' 
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now ' bout things yo ' been unlucky in an ' unsuccess ful . 
I f  yo ' wants tuh hold a j ob an '  ' fraid dat yo ' will g it loose from de j ob ,  yo ' 

read James III , all on one [ time ] - yo ' read James III . Dat ' s  to hold a j ob when 
yo ' at a me an place an ' have to s t ay dere an ' don ' t  care ' bout doin ' othah 
things . Yo ' read James III. 

An '  ah wants tuh exp lain to yo ' ' bout when yo ' in a s trange place an '  ain ' t 
got money , yo ' want a be success ful in dis p lace . Yo ' d  use dat seven times in de 
mawnin ' befo ' sunrise .  Yo ' see , when yo ' at a place an '  been unlucky yo ' know 
an '  can ' t  git a b reak dere , yo ' use dat seven times fo ' nine mawnin ' s  befo ' sun
rise . An '  den dat will make things break good wit yo ' in dat town - yo ' be ' s  
succes s ful . 

An '  ah wanta explain to yo ' ' bout when yo ' livin ' in a place an ' want tuh live 
dere an ' don ' want tuh be confus ed ab out , yo '  know , movin ' out or things lak dat . 
Yo ' git yo ' a broom an ' a loaf o f  bread , a b ox of  salt an ' a can o f  Red Seal Lye , 
an ' t ake it  in when yo ' go in . Repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer three times an ' go on to 
yore new home ; take dos e  articles in befo ' yo ' evah go in wit yore things . Dat ' s  
when yo ' wanta go into a place an ' stay dere an ' don ' wanta b e  confused wit no
body .  

An '  ah wanta explain to yo ' ab out goin ' - ' b out makin ' peoples go away wit 
Green Buzz [ Bros . = Brothers ] candles . Green Buzz candles , yo ' burn ' em fo ' 
seven days . Green Buzz candles , dat ' s  de name of ' em .  Dey are one dollah a 
box - yo ' git  six in a box . Yo ' burn ' em seven days . G i t  up in de mawnin ' an ' 
burn ' em seven days . 

An '  ah wanta explain to yo ' ' bou t someone is gone an ' yo ' wants ' em b ack an ' 
yo ' haven ' t  got money tuh pay nobody tuh bring ' em back .  Write dere names nine 
times an '  burn it in de lamp fo ' nine days an ' dey ' ll return . I f  dey in town ,  
lak heah , an ' lef t  wit yo ' mad , yo ' burn dat lamp fo ' nine days , an ' from three 
tuh nine days dey return . I f  it ' s  in Washington , D . C . , from nine to twenty-one 
days , dey return to yo ' .  

An ' ah want a explain to yo ' ' bou t de Lord ' s  Prayer . I f  yo ' seems yo ' cain ' t  
git  no ends yo ' have tuh meet , yo ' know , be j es '  unlucky wit de land [ town ] or 
anything , yo ' don ' t pray to de Lord , yo ' know , an '  tell Him about dese things ,  
yo ' j es '  repeat de Lord ' s Prayer three times a day , mo rning , twelve an '  at noon 
[ see later ] , repeat de Lord ' s  P rayer .  Dat ' s  de B ib le . All dat ah 'm givin ' yo '  
now - it ' s  God . Yo ' repeat dat an ' yo ' ll b e  successib le in repeatin ' de Lord ' s 
P rayers . Aftah yo ' repeat de Lord ' s Prayer fo ' three days in concession - � 
don ' have tuh tell Him 'bout yo ' wants dis an ' dat an '  dose [ the Lord ' s  Prayer 
is sufficient ; a gimme (give me) prayer is unneces sary ] . Yo ' git down an '  repeat 
de Lord ' s  Prayer in de mawnin ' an '  repeat ' em at twelve an '  repeat ' em at night , 
an ' dat makes thing s bet t ah fo ' yo ' .  

Tuh run peoples crazy , git  nine s trands o f  hair , de man or woman - nine st rand 
of whoevah yo ' goin ' run crazy . Put it in de no ' th s ide of a ole white oak tree . 
Go b ack fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer , . an '  dat will run a fellah 
crazy . Co ' s e we don ' care fo ' dat no mo ' - dat ' s  kinda devi l work lak .  

An '  if yo ' got a boy fren ' an '  h e  don ' seems t uh  care fo ' yo ' , yo ' don ' seem 
[ to pleas e ]  him no mo ' ,  yo ' j es '  g i t  up ev ' ry mawnin ' an '  yo ' reach in de hollow 
o f  yore feet , from undah yo re feets , wit yore fing ahnails an '  t ake a litt le of 
d;t stuff come from undah yore feet wit yore fingahnails an '  put it into his 
coffee ; e ach one o f  yore feet s , yore left feet an ' yore right feet , an '  put it  
into his cof fee , an ' if  yo ' don ' want him tuh leave yo ' fo ' anyone els e . 

Yo ' see it ' s  hard fo ' yo ' to tell a right- foot sock from a left-foot sock 
aft ah dey been coolin ' of f , unles s yo ' wat ch ' em ;  but yo ' goes in an '  gits dose 
socks an ' cut ' em of f  foo t length right heah - yeah , up to de ankle . Yo ' take 
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dose socks an '  put ' s  ' em into a vas eline bot tle . Write his name , put it  at de 
bot tom of de vaseline b o ttle - his name dat his mother gave him an ' his father , 
his firs t name - pu t it , one at de bottom an '  one at de top , an ' bury dis undah 
de s tep s . Ev ' ry mawnin ' [ you take ] an ' po ' a lit tle chamber Zye on dat s ocks . 
An '  den if  yo ' don ' want a do dat . 

(You b ury the lower p ar t , the foo t part of  the so ck . )  
Yeah , yo ' put ev ' ry b i t  of it  in a vas eline bottle - take b o th o f  ' em ,  b oth 

fee t . 
(You us e a name like John or Henry or  do you us e h is last name? ) 
Jes ' s ay , "John Henry" - j e s ' lak his name John Henry J ames , j es '  write John 

Henry J ames , his whole name . 
(You put th at in the bot tom of  this vas eline j ar and then put the sock on top 

of that ? )  
Uh-hah , an '  den bury i t  at de s teps . Ev ' ry mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  git  chew 

a lit t le chamber Zye . 
All righ t , anothah way tuh keep him when yo ' have an ' int e r co ' se wit ' im ,  yo ' 

kin wear dat piece about chure clothes - yo ' kin wear dat piece . T ake it , j es '  
a little small hanky center , an '  wear i t  ' bout yore clothes . Da t wears his mind . 

An '  ano thah way tub keep him comin ' into yo re home , when yo ' have an inter
co ' se wit ' im ,  j es '  don ' evah bothah dat piece . Lay it at de head or de fo o t  of 
de b aid . An '  agin , i f  yore ' fraid t o  do dat ,  sew it up in de pillahslip or 
e i thah de mattress - j es '  t ake it an ' put it  in dere an ' he ' ll keep comin ' all 
de time to yo ' .  

An '  den anothah way yo '  kin keep him , ano thah s imp le way , j es ' git  an ole 
greasy dishrag f rom someone - s teal it from s omeone else . Git dat dishrag an ' 
us e  dat dishrag wit him , an ' yo ' kin put i t  abou t de baid or ei thah put de dish
rag undah de congoleum lak dis at de do ' , an '  keeps ' im walkin ' on it all de 
time . Yo ' kin keep it comin ' to yo ' all de t ime , keep it comin ' to yo ' al l de 
time . 

An '  den agin , if  yo ' has a man an ' he don ' give yo ' any money . To make him 
give yo ' money , yo ' have a deal in ' wit ' im ,  b uy yo ' a b rand-new po cket han ' chief , 
take de po cket han ' chief an ' us e de pocket han ' chief , an '  h ave yo ' a quarter -
an ' ask him fo ' a quarte r an ' he ' ll g ive yo ' de quart er . [ Demons trates . ]  Put de 
quarter in de h an ' chief an ' fold de han ' chief to yo ' dis way , an '  den doub le i t  
b ack dis way . Wear dat han ' chief in yore shoe an '  nevah remove dat quarter 
nevah spend it  fo ' anything . An '  dat will make a man give yo ' money .  

An ' den if yo ' have a man an ' he won ' t g ive yo ' money , ano thah s imple way , yo ' 
buy s ome red candles - . dat ' s  fo ' luck , tub make him tub love yo ' .  Yo ' burn dose 
red candles - yo ' burn ' em j es ' lak de day he ' s wo rkin ' , i f  h e  gits a payday to
day , well yo ' s tart lak Sunday evening , see , aftah de sun go down . Yo ' s tart 
soon Monday mawnin ' be fo ' de sun ris e - j es '  de common candles , don ' t  have to be 
de Green Buz z candles ,  j es ' de common candles - befo ' de sun rise soon Monday 
mawnin ' yo ' b urn da t candle agin , an '  aftah de sun go down yo ' burn dat candle 
agin . Dat ' s  fo ' his payday . An '  take yo ' a needle an ' write upon yore candle 
j es ' whut chew want . Dat ' s  fo ' right in yore home . 

Well , £o 1 goin ' out , a s imple thing tuh go out an ' b e  success ful , buy yo ' a 
bot tle of  Jo ckey Club Incense an ' J o ckey Club Perfume . Take de perfume an '  rub 
it [ demonstrates ] cros s heah an ' rub it on yore lips . 

(Over your eyes , then your lips . )  
An '  den rub beh in ' yore e ars , uh-huh - j es ' a dime ' s [worth o f ]  Jockey C lub s 

[ incense and perfume ] , an '  j e s ' go out in some p lace an ' yo ' ask fo ' favors an ' 
dey ' ll  be dona ted to yo ' .  

Well , now de way ah learnt about de graveyard dirt , yo ' kin t ake graveya� 
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diPt - now , yo ' kin t ake gPaveyaPd diPt an ' plant it  at a fellah ' s house an '  make 
him go crazy an '  he ' ll soon die . Now , dat ' s one plan ah learnt ' bout gPaveyaPd 
diPt. 

An '  den anothah plan dat ah learnt 'bout gPaveyapd diPt is yo ' kin take gPave
yaPd diPt an '  i f  someone has did somethin ' to someone , yo ' put dat gPaveyapd 
[diPt ] to de home dat he us ed to live in . Sprinkle dat gPaveyaPd diPt around de 
home he lived in an '  he will turn around - j es ' lak s omeb ody would kill me an ' 
yo ' want ' em tub come back .  Aftah dey bury me , yo ' g oes to de g raveyard an ' g it 
dat dirt [ f rom my grave ] an ' put it  round de home where ah lived at , an ' dey ' ll 
[ I ' ll ]  ' turn back ,  can ' t  s tay away - ' turn back to dat hous e an '  can ' t  s t ay away . 

Yes , ah learnt dis on chicken aigs . Yo ' t ake a aig , i f  a woman is runnin ' wit 
yore husband , an ' yo '  git  chew a aig an ' bus t  a aig fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - an ' write 
dere names on dat aig - an '  b us t  de aig in [ the]  eas t fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Throw 
it away from yo ' " In the Name of the Father" in de eas t - in de comah o f  de 
house fo ' nine mawnin ' s . Dat bus t ' em up an ' yo ' nevah will b e  bo thahed wit ' em 
no mo ' - yo ' won ' t  have tub worry . Jes ' wri te dere names on dose aigs an '  bus t 
' em fo ' nine mawnin ' s - yeah one each mawnin ' . 

(Whose house do you bust  that on , your own house ? )  
Yore own house , yeah . 
[Despite the on of  my question , these eggs are broken ins ide the house . This 

is a rite to separate a man and woman , not to make someone move from a house . 
The eggs are bus ted against the wall , thrown away from you s o  that the dangerous 
sub st ance will not spat ter on you . ] 

Den agin , yo ' kin take chi cken aigs an ' be  goin ' wit a lady an '  write upon de 
chicken aig an ' keep de man to yo ' .  He kin be goin ' from yo ' - dat ' ll  b ring him 
to yo ' ,  de chicken aig . Write his name upon dat aig , all round dat aig - write 
his name all round [ and b ury ] dat aig at chure do ' s teps an ' yo ' ll keep him comin ' 
to yo ' if  he ' s a hunderd miles from yo ' - he ' ll come to yo ' . But it have to be 
country aigs [ fresh eggs ] .  

De foot track , why yo ' kin t ake a fellah ' s  foot track - ah kin t ake yore lef t  
foot  track an ' run yo ' away . Ah t ake y�re left foot track an ' put i t  in runnin ' 
wat ah an '  throw it  from dere ovah mah shoulder "In de Name o f  de Father , Son an '  
Holy Ghost" an ' yo ' ll be gone , t ryin ' tuh keep up wit dat foot track . Dat will 
run yo ' o f f . 

Den ah kin take dat foot track an ' consis trated lye an ' Green Buzz oi l - dat ' s 
a new oil dey has . 

(Where is this Green Brothers place? Where do they sell the s tuff? ) 
In Chi cago . Yo ' t ake dat an '  put i t  on dere an ' dat kin run yo ' crazy . Put 

dat on dere in a little consis trated  lye an ' wrap dat up an '  tie it up real 
tight , an ' hang it up in de house an ' d at will run a fellah crazy wi t his foot 
track . He can ' t he ' p  h is mind . 

If  dere anything dat yo ' has in yore mind tuh do , j es '  lak i f  yo ' wants tub a 
haul-of f  or robber , or wants tuh git by in ev ' rything dat yo ' undertake tuh do . 
Yo ' goes to de fo ' ks of de road at  twelve a ' clock hours in de night . Aftah yo ' 
git  dere to de fo ' ks of de road , yo '  uses de name o f  Ho Zy Gad ,  an ' diff ' rent 
things wi ll come befo ' yo ' dere . De furs t night yo ' gits out dere - now ah 
h�n ' t b een ,  ah j es '  heard de s tory .  But de furs t thing dat would come to yo '  -
dat ' s  when yo ' wants to be a highjaakeP or tobb er , murderer ;  any place dat yo ' 
git tin ' outa , yo ' use dat name . De furs t thing dat come to yo ' would be  a cow 
dat night , Yo � stand out dere - if it be ' s at twelve a ' clock in de night - yo ' 
use dat name an '  de second thing would be a dog . Now , dat ' s whut ah ' ve been 
told . Ah haven ' t experienced dat . Othah thing s ah has . S ays  de second thing 
dat would come to yo ' would be a dog . He ' d  be a funny dog - he be a small dog 
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when he furst git to yo ' , an ' af tah he gittin '  to yo ' he ' d  be large as a cow . 
I f  yo ' could s t and dat , well , den next would be de form of a man dat would come 
to yo ' wi t no haid on . An '  if yo ' coul d  s tand dat man , den de next dat would 
b e , de devil would come wit his chains . He has his chains on him an ' horns an ' 
things l ak dat . Den yo ' d b e  lucky tuh go in af tah yo '  st and all dat , b e  lucky 
tuh go in places , s lip in , an ' do thing s , hold up an ' do thing s lak dat an '  
woul dn ' t  be caught . 

Den ah learnt s , too , i f  yo ' have a neighbor an ' yore ne ighbor j e s ' so hard 
tuh git along wi t an ' yo ' want chure neighbor tuh move an '  yo ' haven ' t  got any 
money [ to hire s omeone to move her ] , yo ' t ake yo re Bible an '  sit down an ' re ad 
ev ' ry  mawnin ' de holy name Jesu [ J ehu? ] - ev ' ry  mawnin ' .  Dat ' s  fo ' yo ' ene
mies - j es ' read dat , de ho ly name Jesu . 

Den i f  yo ' wants tuh b e  loved by evah ' bo dy ,  read lO th Ps alms . Yo ' ll be loved 
an ' thought much o f  by evah ' body .  Dey b e  in love wit yo '  - don ' care i f  yo ' 
wrong , yo ' ll b e  right wi t evah ' body .  

[ An  unusual variat ion o f  the 9-kno ts-in-a- s tring ri te fo l lows : ]  
I f  a man i s  goin ' wit a woman an ' he runs o�ah yo ' ' bout de woman ,  an '  de 

woman t ries tuh run o�ah yo ' ' b out de man , de way tuh gi t  up to her , i f  yo ' 
haven ' t  got any money , s ee . De way tuh git up to de man , when de man has an ' 
interco ' se wit yo ' - tuh s top de man from goin ' wit de woman , yo ' buy yo ' a cord 
s tring an ' git [ as ] much as yo ' kin tuh go round yore wais t .  See , dat ' s  cheap -
anyb ody kin g i t  dat . An ' yo ' t ake dat cord s tring an '  push it way up yo ' s el f an ' 
let him do whut he have tuh do . Den when he do ' s  whut he have tuh do , yo ' take 
de co rd s tring , yo ' know , i f yo ' kin g i t  up any time , take de cord s tring out an '  
put one knot into it , an ' ev ' ry  day put a kno t  in dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s , an ' he 
kin no t h ave nuthin tuh do wit dat woman no mo ' , nevah mo ' in dis world .  Jes ' 
tie a knot in i t  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  ev ' ry mawnin '  - j es '  t ie a lit tle knot round 
in dere . 

But whils t  in foolin ' wi t dis man , yo ' don ' have tuh do anything , le t him do 
whut ' s  tuh be done . An '  dat ' s  tuh b reak a man an ' a woman up when yo ' haven ' t  
got any money . 

(That is , i f  a woman want ed t o  b reak up this man and woman , she woul d b e  the 
one to use thi s s tring - not the other woman? ) 

[This was a s enseless quest ion from a p erson who had heard many variat ions o f  
the rite be fore .  O r  was it merely a keep-the- conversation- rolling ques tion o r  
comment - see INTRODUCTION . ]  

Ah would be de one , j e s ' lak dere wus a woman dat wus goin ' wit mah husban ' 
an '  ah didn ' t have money tuh s t op yo ' - ah would use de s tring , ye s .  Ah would 
use de s tring mahs e l f , an '  dat would b reak yo ' an ' her . [ This is confus ion ! ! ! ]  

Mens runs wit wimmins now an '  c ain ' t  he ' p  deresel f .  
[ Th is is a widely b elieved atibi fo r a husb and running around with o the r 

women ! ]  
De way , i f  a woman is got chure husban ' fixe d so he cain ' t s tay ' way from her , 

de way dat he ' d  do , i f  he doesn ' t  know her name , write on a b lack candle wham it 
aonaerns . Yo ' s ee , i f  yo '  don ' know de woman . Lotsa t ime s he be goin ' wit a 
woman an ' yo ' don ' know t o  whom it con ce rns . Burn dat candle one hour tuhd!Y , 
about forty minu tes tomorrah , den ab out fifteen or. five de nex ' day - yo ' burn 
dat black cm!dle dataway .  Yo ' drop back ev ' ry  day on it . [This is a mag ic ri te 
of diminishing t im&. ] An ' if yo ' don ' know if dat wi ll bus ted de man an ' de 
woman up , see . 

S ee ,  look - j es '  lak when she wus goin ' wit mah husb an '  an ' ah didn ' t know who 
yo ' wus an ' ah couldn ' t  git chew tuh s t op g oing wit her . See , ah could git me a 
black candle - ah ' d  git me a b lack candle an ' s top yo ' from goin ' wit he r by 
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burnin ' dat black candle .  [ Confus ion again ! ] 
An '  den ano thah way tuh s top a man an ' a woman from goin ' tog ethah , yo ' kin 

read through de 44 th an ' de 15th , read Luke de 44th an ' de 14th . Dat ' s  fo ' 
love - fo ' yore love one an '  happ iness in de home . 

Yo ' t ake a fellah ' s  ahamber lye .  Yo ' kin take ahamber lye an ' put it - let  
de fellah urinate in dis  thing . Yo ' kin take dat  ahamb er lye an ' put  it  in  a 
bot t le an ' s top de ahamber lye up . Dat will s top him from makin ' watah . Yo ' 
kin kill a fellah wit his own ahamber lye .  Yo ' seal dat up ,  dat will s top his 
watah . Yo ' kin bury it or eithah yo ' kin s top it up an '  set it in a house , an ' 
aftah i t  sit  dere so many length o f  days , he git so he cain ' t p as s  watah . An '  
i f  yo ' don '  evah empty dat , he won ' t  evah pass any watah .  

Oat ' s  de same as yo ' kin wit a person ' s  urine ( passage) [ comment b y  my tran
s criber] . [ This confusion between urine and excrement is common . ]  Yo ' kin take 
mah urine an ' take it to a - or put it in a b ottle . Git it in a bottle an ' put 
it on de no ' th side of a tree an ' ev ' ry  mawnin ' go dere an '  pray an ' stop mah 
b owe ls , an ' ah won ' t  evah move ' em no mo ' in dis world . [Prayer is mos t  unusual 
in this tree rite . ]  Bury it  in de no ' th p art . Jes ' bo ' yo ' a hole in dere an ' 
s t ick it in dere . Dat ' s  wit mah urine an ' mah bowels - ah won ' t nevah move ' em 
no mo ' in dis world . 

Dat lit tle b ow in a man ' s hat - yo ' kin take dat little bow in a man ' s  hat 
an '  wear it , dat lit t le bow .  Yo ' kin t ake di s lit tle b ow an ' some of yore hair 
from o f f  of heah on yo ' an ' undah heah , undah yore arms , an ' t ake dat li ttle 
[bow] on his hat an ' wear dat little b ow  an '  keep dat man . 

An ' den yo ' kin take dat little bow in dat man ' s  hat an '  run him crazy - yo ' 
kin take dis little b ow in his hat an '  bury it . 

Yo ' take dis lit tle bow an ' git chew some lode stone an ' git chew some dragon ' s  
b lood an ' put it on da t an '  bury dat in de g round an '  he will die . Yo ' kin bury 
it righ t  in de ground an ' he will die . 

Den yo ' kin t ake dat little bow in his hat an '  put it in yore lit tle sack .  
Cut de hair from heah an ' de hair from heah . 

(You cut that h air from three p laces , [ head ] , below and under the arms ? )  
Yes , and put i t  in a lit tle s ack an ' wear dat b ow  in dat hat , an ' yo ' kin rule 

dat man . Ah don ' care whut nob ody say or whut nobody do , an ' yo ' cain ' t make him 
believe dat on dat [what you are doing to him ] . Ah ' ve expe rienced dat . 

Take a tintype pitchure an ' bury i t  on i t ' s  face an ' yo ' will die . Take a 
tintype pitchure . 

Take a pit chure , a phot ograph , lay it on de shel f , turn i t  down an ' don ' look 
at it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an '  use de prayer , Holy Name [ Trini tarian formula? ] -
dat , an ' ah 'm  goin ' an ' ah ' ll return . 

(What wi ll that do ? )  
Dat will draw mah mind - draw me back . 
Yo ' kin t ake mah pitchure dis way . Yo ' take a lead pencil , brown-s ack papah 

an' draw j es '  de way ah ' m dressed now . Put it  in de lamp .  Yo ' kin kill me dat 
way .  Yo ' draw mah pitchure j es '  lak ah am now , on b rown newspapah [brown paper 
from whi ch s acks are made ] j es '  de form dat ah ' m dres sed in now , an ' put it in 
de lamp an '  burn it fo ' nine tuh twenty-one days an ' it wi ll kill ' em - wit de 
le;d pencil . 

Well , yo ' take de brown papah an ' de carbon papah - 50 cents a roll , litt le 
tiny roll - dat b rown sugah papah , an ' put dat brown papah undah de bot tom , put 
de carb on papah on top an ' write j es '  whut chew want on de carb on papah an ' burn 
de carb on papah up . J es ' write it  on de carbon pap ah an '  de brown papah an ' burn 
de carb on papah up an '  dat ' ll make yore wishes come . 

[ Carbon paper is rare in hoodoo . This may be my only examp le . ]  
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(What do you do with that b rown paper then? ) 
Dat brown p apah suppos ed tuh be  burnt wi t de carbon papah . See , yo ' put de 

carbon pap ah on de top an ' de b rown p apah on de b ot tom , an ' evah ' thing dat chew 
want , yo ' write it on de carb on p apah , but s t ill it ' s  on de b rown papah . Yo '  
burn both of dose papahs up togethah , an ' whilst yo ' humin ' dos e  papahs , yo '  
put j es ' a pinch of sugah on dose  papahs an '  burn ' em up .  

An '  a quick way tuh make luck is tuh g it up in de mawnin ' an 1 g it chew a pinch ;  
o f  sulphur an '  a lit t le pinch of sugah an ' put it on de  s tove an ' make fast Zuck. 

Tuh make fast Zuak agin , us e incens e .  When yo ' humin ' incense an '  yo ' wants 
tuh rush yore t rade , like yore runnin ' a spo ' tin ' house an ' yo ' wanta rush yore 
trade , yo ' git de incens e ,  j es '  any kinda incense an ' yo ' puts three cakes of it 
on . Puts yo ' a drop or two of  Jo ckey Club Perfume on dat an ' some sugah an ' 
b l aze it all up in de fiah , an ' i t  makes fas t  Zuak . I t  will be fast money ,  b ig 
money , make in de hous e .  

An '  ag in , i f  yo ' j es '  want s s Zow trade , burn one s ti ck of incense , fo ' s low 
trade . I f  yo 1 wants t o  pull in not so fas t  trade , is to burn two cakes , an ' de 
more incens e yo '  burn , de fas t er yore luck will come . [ This is a magi c ri te Of 
inc reasing amount and time . ]  

An '  i f  yo ' ain ' t  got  no money tuh burn dat , yo ' j es '  gi t s ome sugah an ' sul
phur an ' burn sug ah an ' sulphur an ' soon in de mawnin ' . [ Als o ]  gi t up an '  wash 
undah yore arms an ' wash be tween yore laigs ; take dat watah an '  carry it to de 
s teps an ' s crub on de do ' face an ' somebody will come by an '  spend some money 
wit chew right immediately . 

An ' tuh keep yore trade , like yo ' wants tuh keep yo re own t rade from gittin '  
away , git  up an ' bathe yo re face downward wit a lil s ugah an ' ahanber Zye , b athe 
yore feet s real good , an ' throw i t  [ the water from both , often the same wa te r ]  
ou t  from yore do ' .  Dat ' s  to  keep all yore trade comin ' b ack an ' spend money wit 
chew . Dat ' s  tuh keep all dos e friends comin ' b ack t o  yo ' .  

Den , if yo ' wants tuh b e  j es ' all upset wit all de mens , j es ' gits yo ' a 
bottle o f  olive oil , a dime b ot t le of  olive o i l  an '  make yo ' a lit tle b ag an '  put 
it round in dere an ' put chew a litt le s alt an ' s ug ah in dere , an ' step right on 
[ out ] wit de men . Bathe down wit it an '  s tep out wit de men .  All mens will fall 
fo ' yo '  in s ome kinda way .  Jes 1 a dime bot tle o f  olive oil an ' nuthin mixed wit 
it . 

I f  yo ' have an ole friend whut gone from yo ' ,  yo ' g its  de 137th Psalms . Yo ' 
gits  chew a new tin top , yo ' know whut chew b ake p ies in [ tin pan or p ie pan ] , 
cooks in . Yo ' write all dose 13 7th Psalms [Psalm 13 7 once ] , writes it  down wit 
a nail . Take de nail an ' drive it through de top an ' put de top up ovah de do ' 
lak de horseshoe . [While machine is  o ff , I prob ab ly ask ,  '�ouldn ' t  someone see 
it? " ]  Yeah , yo ' kin put some kind o f papah around it  to keep it  from ' tract in '  
peop le ' s  mind . An '  if  he ' s  in dis town an '  yo '  haven ' t  s awed him in six months , 
he ' ll b e  dere in 2 4  hours .  An '  if he ' s  in anothah town an ' yo '  have [no t s een ] 
him in a long t ime , he ' l l  be dere in 48 hours . 

I f  yo ' runnin ' a hous e  fo ' runnin ' cards , or  o thah speci al work , an '  yo ' 
cain ' t git much trade dere . [ She is speaking ab out her own profes s ional work . 
The running aaPds means telling for tunes ; o thah spec ial work , any type of  hoo
dooism. ] Yo ' git up an ' go to de drug sto ' an ' buy yo ' a bottle of Hawthorne 
Perfume . Yo� t ake an ' come back an ' t ake yo ' a little t in top . Git  ovah da t 
an '  repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer an '  take yo ' a li t tle t in top ( top o f  a t in can] 
an '  burn de Hawthorne Per fume in de middle o f de flo ' wit de sugah , an ' dat 
will draw peoples to  yo ' .  Dat ' s  whut ah did when ah wus 'way from home [ on 
profess ional bus ine s s ]  - i t  would draw peoples to yo ' an '  yo ' could explain to 
' em whut chew want exp lained . 
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[Hawthorne Perfume is rarely used . I believe she means heartshorn (not harts
horn) = the us ual Hearts Cologne . ]  

An '  use Hawthorne Per fume is yo ' goin ' into a crap g ame an ' wants tuh be 
lucky .  Yo ' t ake an ' git chew a can of lye ,  an ' put chew two half-a-dollahs in 
lye .  Soak ' em in lye an ' af tah yo ' soak ' em in lye , s e t  ' em in de Hawthorne Per
fume an '  yo ' ll be lucky tuh break evah ' bo dy at de game den dat night , in gamb lin ' 
wit dem half dollahs . 

(You have to take those half dollars with you when you go to gamb le ? ) 
Yo ' have to take dose half  dollahs wit yo ' , go tuh de game . Jes ' wear ' em in 

yore pocket , an ' yo ' ll be lucky to b re ak evah ' body a t  de game den dat night , wit 
dem hal f dollahs . 

Den yo ' kin t ake lode stone an '  mah hair an '  Hawthorne Per fume , an '  make me 
crazy ' b ou t  chew , j es '  draw me to yo ' all de time . Ah cain ' t  s tay way from yo ' ,  
don ' t care how yo ' t reat me . Jes ' t ake mah hair an '  de little lodes tone , an '  
wrap mah hair wit de little lodestone , an '  put de Hawthorne Perfume round dere 
an '  wear it in yo re po cket or in de shoes - j es '  any place ab out chew . An '  ah ' ll 
j es ' be crazy ' bout chew - ah cain ' t  stay 'way from yo ' any time . 

I f  yo ' heah an '  don ' wanta be bothahed wit no one , yo ' git up soon in de 
mawnin ' - yo ' don ' want be bothahed wi t nobody . Yo ' use de word o f  Holy Bates 
[bats ? the animal ? ] o r  either Ho ly Jakes [ see later ]  s even times in de mawnin ' . 
Now , yo ' kin try dis . An '  take yo ' a lit tle Hawtho rne Perfume an ' sprinkle it 
around in each cornah o f de house , in de wash pan , sprinkle it around ,  an ' yo ' 
won ' t be  bo thahed wit no law .  

[ Surely the pre ceding Jakes means privy ( obsolete) o r  ex crement (Engl ish 
diale ct ) , either of whi ch is good pro tective mag i c  (see FACI , side- ti tle HUMAN 
EXCREMENT , under sub - title S COTOLOGI C METHODS TO REPULSE WITCHES , 2ed . , 1965 , 
p . 9 06 . ] 

An '  i f  de law should come one time where yo ' is , as soon as de law goes out , 
have yo re b room an ' salt an ' sweep right out behin ' dem ; j es '  soon as he goes 
out , j es ' sprinkle it  down - dat salt an '  sweep it right out de hous e ,  an '  he 
won ' t  evah come b ack any mo ' • ' Cause dey tried to run me outa Louis iana , � 
dey didn ' t  run me ' way ' cause ah didn ' t  have any license , an ' dey didn ' t  run me 

.£!:!_. Ah come out when ah g o t  ready . 
An '  ag in tuh keep from behin ' b othahed wit de law ,  but dis is a long time 

[ o ldt ime me thod ] ,  yo ' kin read de 2 3 rd Psalm , "De Lord is mah shepherd an ' ah 
shall not want . " Dat ' s  good tuh keep from bein ' bo thahed wit de law . 

An ' ano thah thing ah realize about in goin ' to a s trange place [ to fo llow her 
pro fes s ional work] , if  yo ' don ' want tuh be attracted by [ draw] de law, yo ' kin 
go in de s trange place an ' when yo ' git in de strange place , yo ' use O . I .  Joshua , 
when yo ' go  in de s t range place , lak yo ' came in dis town . 

[The pre ceding ho ly words or  magic  O . I. Joshua reminds me o f  the O . I. Young 
used by Doator Yousee in my interview wi th him . In both cases I am certain the 
"O . I . ' s "  are merely interj e ctions or  exclamat ions , like the word g ame , "Spell 
oil cup wi thout the L "  = 0-I-C-U-P . Once again I suspe ct from the author o f  the 
hoodoo book , deris ion or f acetiousness added to fraud - o r  should I say mental 
illness . ]  

· I f  yo ' have tuh go b e fo ' de j udge - if yore goin ' befo ' de j udge , yo ' ll have 
tuh read - lak yo ' go in ' befo ' de j udge , yo ' d  gi t up dis mawnin ' an ' read Matthew 
de lOth , when yo ' goin ' b efo ' de j udge tuh be t ried . 

Befo ' ah learnt in dis [ pro fes s ion ] like , ah went to de gro ce ry in dis town . 
Ah went to de groce ry  an '  ah came back home an '  ah found seven s traight pins 
cross de vent in mah do ' j e s '  disaway [ demons trates ] .  An '  ah got so worried 
ah ' d  taken all mah things down dat night , ah cooked mah suppah , an '  ah wusn ' t  
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wo rried when ah le f t .  An ' i t  wu s  some cat hair was balled up ovah in de cornah 
in a p ap ah  s ack , j es '  s ome f ine cat hair . Ah found it in mah room - ah don ' know 
how i t  got in dere . An '  ah got so worried an '  mad ah j es ' go t all flus te rated . 
Ah don ' know whut made me but ah j es ' got al l flus terated an ' ah lef t dere . Da t 
mawnin ' ah got - ah took mah things out at nigh t - an 1  d at mawnin ' ah got up , ah 
had some things dat ah wanted tuh wash . Ah rung dose things out an ' put ' em  in 
mah trunk , an ' ah found mahself - it wus 103 miles from home wit eight cents in 
mah pocke t .  

Cat hair , s alt an '  peppah wi ll s tart de devil right heah , righ t now . J es ' put 
it in heah an '  it would s t ar t anybody fus s in ' an ' figh t in ' - s al t ,  cat hair an '  
peppah will st ar t  anybody in heah tuh f ightin ' .  

Yo ' kin t ake p ins an '  lodes tone an ' some o thah fellah ' s  hair an ' put i t  in h is 
do ' s teps an ' he will leave dere . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' g ot a man an ' yo ' want him an '  
he won ' t  leave de place fo ' yo ' , yo ' kin put i t  dere ; j es ' lak he ' s  got a wi fe 
an '  yo ' wanta b reak ' em up , yo ' kin put it dere an '  bury it at de do ' s teps . 

An '  ano th ah  thing - a quick throW . Yo ' don ' wanta be bo thahed wi t any law in 
anything yo ' did . G i t  chew a red onion an '  cut it in fo ' p arts an ' put s ome s ul
phur an '  sug ah on it an '  bury it at de s tep s , an ' yo ' won ' t  be bo thahed ag in . 

Yo ' t akes de lit tle do ll - yo ' draw de co ffin f o ' me an ' take de coffin an ' 
put it in de lamp , an '  burn de lamp from three tuh fo ' days right dere in de 
co ffin . S ome kinda way , s omep in or o thah ah ' s  run ovah an '  killed . O r  s omebo dy 
j ump on me an ' cut me to death . De re ' s some kinda way but ah ' ll have tuh die . 

(Just draw that cof fin on a p ie ce o f  paper? ) 
Yes , put dat co f f in on a pie ce o f  p apah , wri te it up 

chew want in dat cof fin - wri t e  mah name in dat coffin . 
de re . In three or fo ' days ah ' d  be daid , somepin would 
tuh death . 

on a p iece o f  p apah whut 
Draw it an ' put it in 

run ovah me , or cut me 

Ah tell yo ' whut , anothah thing ah ' ve experien ced . Ah had a b oy fren ' an ' ah 
didn ' t  l ike him an ' he wanted tuh git into mah home , an ' he s tepped into mah home 
dis way . He burnt b lack candles an '  whilst he humin '  de b lack candles on me , ah 
wus helples s to p rotect mahself . Ah came in home one day an ' j ump ed on mah bus 
b an ' ,  got tuh f ight in ' wit him . An ' ah got s o  drunk an ' worried - ah wus cookin ' 
an '  ah fell all up on de s tove . Ah g o t  outen mah mind . When ah got out , mah 
mind woul d  j es ' worry me to his house , an ' ah went to his house .  He had a b lack 
c andle s e t t in '  up dere . 

Ah said , ' 'Wha ta yo ' burn in ' dis bl ack candle fo ' ? "  
He s a id , "Oh , ah ' m j es ' humin ' i t  tryin ' draw luck . " 
Ah say , "Ah ' m  s harp . Ah know whut chew humin ' it fo ' . " An '  ah kno cked de 

candle ovah an ' put de candle ou t an ' left dere . An '  he ain ' t nevah b een back 
no mo ' . Bu t whut ah done tuh keep him from comin ' b ack heah no mo ' ,  ah burnt 
b lue candle s  on him .  Ah burnt b lue candles on him an ' ah wrote his name upon 
dos e  b lue candles "In de Name o f  de Father , Son an ' Holy Gho s t . "  Ah didn ' t want 
de devil tuh c ro s s  me no mo ' ,  j es ' wrote i t  upon de candles , whut ah didn ' t  want 
' bout him tuh bothah me no mo ' .  But he would j es '  keep de devil up all de time . 
Ah didn ' t  care fo ' him an '  he would do dat . Ah wus j es '  sharp enough to de te ct 
it . 

I f  a man ' s  been kilt an '  yo ' know de fe llah dat kil led him ,  yo ' kin bury h im  
wit a aig ine his hand an '  d e  man wi ll come b ack an ' give up . 

If a man ' s  been killed an '  y o ' s  unable to f ind out who killed h im ,  j es '  l ak 
if yo ' d  git killed , yo '  wri te upon dat aig "who h i t  concern" - if yo ' want a  slip 
an '  do it an ' don ' want nobody tuh know it , an ' bury dis aig a t  his haid an ' 
fee t .  In three days he ' l l come an '  confess dat h e  did de kil l in ' . 

If ah ' m  poisoned, yo ' go in de woods an ' git willow roo t s  - g it de leaves an ' 
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b athe wi t ' em ,  gi t  de roo ts an ' make me a tea , an ' ah don ' care whut ah 'm 
poisoned wi t ,  i t  wi ll come out of me . 

1 5 8 7  

Yo ' kin git b lackberry roo t - if ah ' m  poisone d ,  yo '  kin g i t  b lackb erry root 
an '  make yo ' a tea out of de b lackberry root an ' if ah 'm poisoned wit anything , 
hit will come out o f  me fashioned lak a snake or frog or bug or anything [ my 
only example o f  this ] - dis blackb erry roo t  will pass it out of  me . 

Den anothah thing , ah kin b e  deadly poisone d tub death wit any de adly poison 
thing . I f  yo ' kin git de poke s alad roo t  [ pokeweed ] ,  yo ' know , git  de poke salad 
root an '  b athe me in de poke s alad [ root ] an '  make me drink de tea o f f  dat poke 
s alad root . Dat ' s  good fo ' deadly poison . 

I f  dere anything in any kind o f  way , yo ' kin �ake de poke salad root an '  yo ' 
kin take ' s immons [pers immons ] - yo ' kin take green ' simmons . Yo ' kin boil de 
' s immons an ' yo ' kin put in de ' s immons [ into the boiled pokeweed roo t] . Yo ' 
kin put dis stuff , j es '  a grain or two of  lye in de ' s immons [ b e fore you boil 
them ] , an' if yo ' have a snake in [ yoursel f ] , dat ' s immon-watah yo '  boil i t , if  
yo ' have a snake in dere . Af tah yo ' boil i t ,  if dey have a snake in dem - af tah 
yo ' boil it , j es '  [ add ] a pinch or two of lye . I t  wi ll work it from ' em - in de 
leas t  time of twenty- fo ' hours he will work it from ' em . 

Yo ' kin take a penny or a nickel - lead will b ring things .  Yo ' kin take a 
penny or e ith ah a ni ckel an ' put b ad luck on a person . Yo ' t ake dat penny an ' 
parch i t  in peppah an '  in meal , an ' gimme da t  penny an ' ah ' ll b e  unlucky as long 
as ah live . 

Den ah kin t ake , i f  ah ' m unlucky an ' 'bout tub go crazy j es '  worryin ' ovah 
dose things , ah go tub de drug s to ' an '  buy me a b ox o f  saltpeter an ' sugah . 
Bathe mahself down in dat an ' gi t mah mind normal an '  git  de j inx offa me . 

Den ah kin take de b luein ' -watah an ' de Lord ' s  P rayer an ' move de j inx offa 
me . I f ,  yo ' know , yo '  j es '  so unlucky yo ' can ' t  make any money , yo ' kin take 
b luein ' an ' de Lord ' s  Prayer - bluein ' wat ah an '  the Lords Prayer will move de 
j inx offa yo ' .  Bathe yore face an ' b athe all beh in ' yore face , an ' bathe al l 
beh in ' yore e ars an ' all down , an ' move de j inx offa yo ' , if yo ' be unlucky .  

Yo ' kin take a s ilvah dime an '  lodestone an ' b e  lucky wi t a s ilvah dime . A 
s ilvah dime is lucky if yo ' use lodes tone ; if  not ,  dey unlucky . I f  yo ' s  not 
goin ' use lodes tone , well don ' t keep any s i lvah dime whatevah . An '  half-a
dollah , if yo ' want to keep all de time , yo ' always have yo ' money in hal f-a
dollahs , s ix or seven half- a-dollahs or three or fo ' hal f-a-dollahs all de time . 
Half-a-dollahs i s  lucky to yo ' .  Dimes , if  yo ' s  not goin ' tub use lodestone , 
Jockey Club , or Hawthorne Per fume wi t it , it ' s  unlucky to yo ' - dimes are unlucky 
to yo ' .  Ah kin take a dime an ' j es '  keep yo ' in b ad luck al l yore life . 

Yo ' kin t ake a file an ' a red piece o f  flannen an '  writ e on dat red piece o f  
flannen wit dat file . Jes ' i f  yo ' want me tub go ' way from a place , yo ' write 
on dat red piece of flannen an '  dat file , an ' drive it  [ bo th ]  down . Jes ' write 
[what ] chew want ab out me on dat file , j es '  lak yo ' say , "Ah want her tub go 
away an ' don ' nevah come heah . "  An ' dis mawnin ' yo ' hi t it a lick - hit it 
evah ' mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  drive dat file till yo ' drive it down to 
de hub , wit dat red pie ce of  flannen ; but don ' let d at flannen slip up , le t dat 
flannen keep down wi t de f ile . But de way tuh do dat tub keep de flannen f rom 
slippin ' up ,  yo ' kinda wrap it - yo ' gotta put de p ' int of de file through de 
fl1nnen ,  dat makes it s top at de wide end , see , an '  wrap it clean to de top . 
An '  on dat flannen cloth - yo ' lay dat flannen clo th down - [ do esn ' t ]  make any 
dif f ' rence if yo ' doesn ' t make it plain .  Jes ' s ince yo ' make i t  p lain , yo ' j es ' 
make ' b out so yo ' kin s ee it on dere . An '  write j es '  anyth ing on dat file yo ' 
want to , an '  drive dat file down . I f  yo ' want me tub go down wit d at file , write 
it on dat red flannen . Write it on dat red flannen , wrap it  round de file an ' 
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drive it down evah ' mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s , anything in de world yo ' want tub 
do wit dat file . 

Now , yo ' kin take a frog an ' whip dat frog nearly tub de ath an '  take dat frog 
an ' put him in yore pocket an '  go to a game an ' be lucky wit dat frog in yore 
pocket . Yo ' take dat frog an '  whip him ne arly tuh death wit a lit tle switch , 
an '  take dat f rog an ' put  him in yore pocket an ' yo ' ll be lucky . 

Yo ' kin t ake dis fro g , j es '  lak yo ' s  heah - comes pas s in ' by tuh see me ,  an '  
yo ' have a lo t o f  money an ' ah wants tuh git a chance tuh steal dis money . Ah 
git dis frog an ' wear dis frog three or fo ' day s  an '  den aftah yo ' carry me in 
mah room , ah t ake dis frog an '  put him in a little se cret ' a  p lace , a box or 
some thin ' o thah . Ah kin steal yore money an ' g o  an ' blow mah b reath in dis 
frog ' s  mouth fo ' times an ' yo ' ll come back . Ah kin s teal hunderd o f  dollahs 
offa yo ' an ' yo '  won ' come back to g i t  it - yore mind will be  gone . Yo ' won '  
have an ' idea dat ah ' ve got  i t  - yo ' seem to think dat chew los e  it . Yo ' won ' 
evah come back tuh me fo ' de money . Ah keep it . 

Yo ' take antses - yo ' kin take an ' go to a bed o f  antses .  Yo ' kin take dose 
antses an ' j es '  lak ah 'm  done gone tuh sleep , yo ' take so many of dose antses in 
a little watah an ' drop dose ant ses in mah ear an ' ah ' ll go crazy . Dose antses 
wi ll j es '  run me crazy - dey goin ' die when dey g it in mah haid . Dey will move 
around in mah haid unti l  dey ' ll run me crazy . 

Now de way tub move dose antses - de minute dat dose antses g i t s  in mah ear , 
dose an t ses j es '  makes me see , seem j es ' have a bad mind , yo ' know , j es ' on yore 
brain . De minut e dose ant ses gits in mah ear , if  ah has any sense an ' kin de tect 
it , tub git dose antses out yo ' go an '  buy j es '  de common thing , dis mouth wash 
j es '  a bott le o f  mouth wash , an '  g i t  a ear syringe an' yo ' kin sy ringe dose 
antses outa mah ear , syringe ev ' ry one dose ant ses out . Dey goin ' be daid when 
dey come out mah ear .  

I f  ah came i n  heah an '  s teal dat hat [ here ag ain i s  my b lack hat with con
cealed microphone on the t able ] an ' yo ' haven ' t  got de money tub come to nobody 
dat know it , yo ' sit  down an '  writ e upon dat [ tin ] , "Whom i t  concern" - upon 
dis tin an ' hang dis t in anywhere up ovah de do ' .  

(What sort of a t in? ) 
Jes ' a common - tin s t ovep ipe , anything . An ' "Whom i t  concern dat carried 

mah things away , "  j es '  write it up dere , an '  put de Lord ' s  P rayer on dere three 
times , an '  ah ' ll b ring it back .  I f  ah ' m afraid tuh face yo ' , ah ' ll slip i t  out 
de re an '  put it where yo ' kin git it . 

(You write the Lo rd ' s  Prayer on that tin , too ? )  
Yo ' wri te de Lord ' s  Prayer on dat t in three t imes . Write de Lord ' s  Prayer on 

dat t in ,  an '  yo ' don ' know who it wus , don ' know de name , yo ' write , "Whom i t  
concerns " on dat tin an ' hang d a  t tin up ovah d e  do ' - j es ' any kind of ole tin , 
t in bucket or anything , an '  whosomevah done it will b ring it back .  

I t ' s  a s ign . Now , some s ay i t ' s  ha ' nt s , some s ay hit ' s  a treasure , a hidden 
treasure - whut de whirlwind is , de way tuh find a hidden treasure . Yo ' git 
chure Bible tuh find a hidden treasure . Yo ' git  chure Bib le an ' yo ' read Exodus , 
as ah tole yo ' ,  de 30th . Dat ' s  from Moses , as ah fo ' tole yo ' .  Yo ' read Psalms 
de 2 3rd . All right , now , yo ' goin ' tuh f ind a hidden treasure . Yo ' dress down 
in b lack .  An '  yo ' gits a inner-tube . Take dose inner- tub e an '  cut in dat inner 
tube so dat Qach one dese rungs [ legs ] kin g it in dis , yo ' know , in a ho le in 
dere , an '  put dese fo ' things [ legs ] , yo ' know , in de chair in dere . Den yo '  
takes dat inner tube . 

( In other words you put tha t rubber around the bottom o f  the chair ,  the inner 
tube ? )  

Uh-hah , yo ' gotta have a hole in dere f o ' each one o f  de rounds [ round legs ] .  
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All right , den yo ' gotta b ring dat inner tub e  an ' put it cross yore shouldah . 
Den yo ' gott a b athe yore face den wit a glass of  watah . Yo ' goin ' tuh find a 
hidden t reasure , now . 

(What do you b athe your face with? ) 
Yo ' b athe yore face in b lack .  Yo ' dressed in black an ' eveh ' thing yo ' have 

on is b lack an ' yo ' goin ' tuh find a hidden treasure . Yo ' f ind hidden treasure ,  
yo ' finds ' em  a t  night , yo ' don ' find ' em  in de day .  Yo ' gits a g lass of watah 
an ' yo ' pray b efo ' de g las s  of  watah an '  whils t yo ' p rayin ' , yo ' lookin ' through 
dat glass o f  wat ah .  If  yo ' goin ' be  success ful in diggin ' dat hidden treasure , 
yo ' ll see it in de glass of  watah - i t ' s de watah j es '  lak yo ' draw outa de 
hydrant . An '  whils t yore findin ' dis hidden treasure yo ' prayin ' all de time . 
Den yo ' prays an '  den yo ' read , "De Lord i s  mah shepherd . Ah shall not want . 
He maketh me lie down in green pas tures . "  Den yo ' goes b a ck to Exodus 30th , 
whi ch , as ah tole yo ' ,  wus Moses . Den yo ' read dat , an ' den , when yo '  g it  close 
to de hidden treasure yo ' gits blind . Yo ' g its so blind yo ' cain ' t  see . Den 
when yo ' ' b out tuh git de hidden treasure up ,  den funny things will come befo ' 
yo ' an '  evah ' thing . All kinds o f  ole daid things an '  evah ' thing lak dat .  Den 
when i t ' s  a hidden treasure fo ' yo ' - somet imes yo ' ll lay down at night , somebody 
j es '  cough - j es ' lak yo ' set , somebody will call yo ' - de time yo ' go tuh sleep 
somebody will j e s ' call yo ' look lak in yore sleep an '  den yo ' ll jump - look lak 
somebody call yo '  an ' yo ' wake up - it ' s  hidden treasure fo ' yo ' .  An '  if yo ' kin 
evah study [ s teady] yore mind , yo ' kin ask ' em whut does dey want befo ' yo ' gits 
excited o r  some thin ' othah lak dat an '  git  halfways - thinkin ' about chure dream
in ' or somethin ' othah lak dat , an ' yo ' thinkin ' in yore mind , j es '  lak de first 
night dey come to yo ' .  Well , dey ' ll come b ack again . Well , de second night if 
yo ' kin j es ' gove rn yo ' self yo ' kin git a chance tuh find de hidden treasure . 
Den a hidden t reasure , when de hidden treasure is fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' s tays worried all 
de time an '  upset fo ' money - j es ' s tays worried an ' bo thahed all de t ime . Jes ' 
look lak somepin t ells yo '  all de t ime dat yo ' goin ' git some money . Jes ' look 
lak if ah could git so-an ' -s o . Well , dat ' s  de hidden treasure fo ' yo ' ,  but yo ' 
haven ' t  b een ab le tuh git it . 

An '  j es '  l ak  de hidden treasure is  fo ' yo ' now , hit ' s  a time fo ' yo ' tuh git 
dat hidden treasure - yo ' won ' fit  it - [ if it  i sn ' t your time ] - j es '  lak if  may 
be nex ' yeah ' fore yore time comes , ' fore de time comes fo ' yo ' tuh git dat hid
den treasure . Hit ' ll be j es ' as easy as hidin ' , an ' when de t ime comes fo ' yo ' 
tuh git  dat  hidden treasure , yo ' won ' have tuh go an ' git me tuh git de hidden 
treasure , ' caus e  ah cain ' t git it fo ' yuh . Ah kin git de hidden treasure mah 
ownself , i f  ah j es ' know how tuh read or some thin ' o thah lak dat . 

Dat hidden treasure is gi '  [ given] tuh yo ' in yore sleep - s ometimes hidden 
treasure is g iven tuh yo ' in yore s leep .  But when i t ' s  a hidden treasure fo ' 
yo ' , yo '  s t ays ups et all de t ime 'bout money . Den when yo ' go tuh s leep , look 
lak yo '  j es '  j ump in ' an ' a-goin ' on lak dis . 

An '  den anothah thing . When yo ' goin ' tuh be  all - j es '  all upset an ' wor
ried . Yo ' layin ' down at night dreamin ' of  s ilvah money - dat ' s  bad , dat ' s  b ad 
tuh dream of silvah money . Yo ' goin ' tuh b e  j es '  all upset an ' worried about 
somethin ' ,  but anytime dat chew dream o f  greenback money yo ' ll b e  successful , 
anytime yo ' dream o f  greenb ack money . Anytime yo ' dream o f  small money it ' s  b ad 
luek fo ' yo ' - yo ' j es '  be  in bad luck . An '  de way tuh git  shet dis  bad  luck 
when yo ' dream of s ilvah money , yo ' gi t up in de mawnin ' an ' tell dat dream , � 
tell i f  it ' s  nobody in de room , yo ' j es '  tell dat dream ' fore de sun rise . Dat 
dispel de dream , j es '  throw de b ad luck on anybody ,  tell i t  b efo ' de sunris e  an '  
read de 23rd Psalms . Dat ' s  fo ' a b ad-luck dream . Dat ' s  de way it  b e ' s  tuh git 
rid o f a b ad-luck dream . 
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Yo ' kin take an ' shoot bad luck on a fellah wit a gun . Yo ' kin g it j es ' a 
common thing - i t ' s  meal , ground meal an ' peppah an '  shoot b ad luck on a fe llah .  

Yo ' kin take earwax an '  lodes tone an ' eat a fellah ' s  haid up - make h im  eat up 
his haid , give him cancer o f  de haid . Yo ' t ake dat lodes tone an ' some of de wax 
out of his e ar ,  an ' dat lodes tone will eat dat wax up - will come out eatin ' 
aan aer o f  his haid , an ' cain ' t gi t it out no kind o f  way . 

(What do you do with this lodestone? }  
Jes ' pu t dis lodes tone in de earwax an '  lay i t  j es '  where i t  won ' [be}  b o th

shed , nobody tuh fool wit it but jes ' yo ' ,  an '  lay it any p lace in de house , any
where , an ' j es '  leave i t  dere an ' dat lodes tone will eat dat wax up , an ' dat wax 
will cause a cancer tuh git in his haid an '  eat his haid up . 

Yo ' kin take - ah ' ll kill yo ' he ah , an '  s tep out dere an ' s tep 
manure or chi cken manure an ' put me some turpentine on mah fee t . 
ev ' ry b loodhoun ' or anything an ' it won ' nuthin ketch me an ' won '  
me . 

in some cow 
Yo ' kin git 
nuthin track 

Yo ' kin use splintahs from a tree s truck by lightnin ' .  I t ' s good fo ' - well , 
ah say , from a too thache to ab s cess in yore teeth t or any thing . Yo ' kin take an '  
trim it real fine . I t ' s  good fo ' even a pyorrhea gums . An '  trim i t  real fine 
an ' take i t an ' j es ' ease it all roun ' yore t eeth or any th ing an '  make ' em bleed , 
an '  i t ' s  de same as medical , any kind of  medical de do ctor evah give yo ' .  

Yo ' kin take a snail an '  some of  mah fingahnails , o r  eithah some o f  mah hair 
an '  take a snail ' s  - dat s tuff off  a snail , an ' bury i t - dat s li ck s tuff , not 
even de shell of a snai l ,  dat s li ck stuf f an ' bury it , an '  ah ' ll gi t down tuh 
crawlin ' lak de snail , crawl lak a snail an ' ah ' ll die . . 

Yeah , yo ' kin t ake a b lack chi cken - glad yo ' b rought it to mah memory - yo ' 
kin take a black chicken . I f  ah would put any thing out dere fo ' yo ' ,  a black 
chi cken will find it . I f  i t ' s  any thing put - j es '  lak ah ' ll put somethin ' dere 
tuh run yo ' ' way , yo '  kin have a b lack chicken , ah kin bury it an '  dis black 
chi cken wi ll find it . Dat b lack chicken will find anything dat ' s  down . Ah kin 
put some thin ' dere , j es '  say bury a onion , fix an onion an ' bury it fo ' yo ' , an '  
dis black chicken will find dis an ' , af tah whi ch dis black chicken findin ' dis , 
don ' chew put chure han ' s  upon it . I f  a black chicken find anything around yo re 
place , don ' t chew put yore han ' s  upon it . De way dat chew do , y o ' t ake dis an ' 
git it up wit a hoe or s tick or somethin ' lak dat , rake it into somepin an '  throw 
it int o runnin ' watah . Dat will run all o f  mah bad luck , run all whut ah put 
dere fo ' yo ' ,  run all of it in de rivah . Dat will move it i f  yo ' have any thing 
put down fo ' .dat black chicken tuh f ind . An '  ah ' m  glad yo ' b rought i t  to mah 
thought . 

I f  a man has a good j ob an '  he don ' want tuh do nuthin fo ' yo ' , an '  whilst  
yo ' havin ' dat good j ob an ' yo ' don ' seem tuh enj oy de  money , yo ' kin take b lack 
candles an '  make him git fi ' ed from a j ob - make de man f i ' ed ,  ah don ' care how 
long he b een dere . Yo ' kin make de man git  fi ' ed from da t good j ob - burn dose 
b lack candles on de man . De man ' ll have him be thrown out , ah don ' care how 
long he ' s  been workin ' dere . 

A b at will poison yo ' . Jes ' lak ah wanta poison yo ' ,  ah ' ll take - j e s ' lak 
ah wanta poison yore whiskey , ah kin poison yo ' deadly wi t de b at .  Ah kin take 
dis b at ,  kill dis bat an ' set dis b at in whiskey , wine or watah or whut ah 'm 
goin ' have � ·  yo ' ,  an '  le t chew drink o f f  dis bat . Dat ' s deadly poison an '  
will kill yo ' right now . 

Yo ' take a catfish b lood , j es '  lak anything dat chew want ,  yo ' kin git de 
catfish b lood , but it will be de bes t if yo ' g it de catfish whils t i t , yo ' know , 
whils t it j es ' fresh caught or somethin ' othah lak dat an '  he ' s  b leedin ' .  Take 
dat catfish b lood an ' ketch i t . Be sure yo ' ket ch it  in a glas s , an '  j es '  any-
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thing yo ' want , yo ' git chew a feather ,  a black hen ' s  feather , an ' write whatso
evah yo ' wants wit dat catfish blood on a piece of s late - j es '  whatsoevah yo '  
want . Dat cat fish b lood is good as dragon ' s blood . 

Yo ' kin take mah hair an ' put it in a bird ' s  nest an ' keep me wit a headache 
as long as ah live , an ' it won ' t nuthin move dat headache . Yo ' j es '  take some of 
mah hair an '  put  it  in a bird ' s  nest an ' it will keep me wit de headache as long 
as ah live . Dere won ' t  nuthin s top mah haid from hurt in '  me . 

Yo ' kin t ake a lemon , where it be ' s  a cross word in de house all de time , yo ' 
j es ' drive things down to a s ilence . Ev ' ry  day , ah won ' t  say nine days , fo ' 
three or fo ' days yo ' buy yo ' a fresh lemon an '  lay dat lemon roun ' all ' cross 
de house .  Yo ' kin tell where - see , some people ' s  green , dey don ' t have tuh 
know whut evah ' thing is . Yo ' kin lay a piece on dat windah , a p iece on dat do ' 
sill - j e s ' whut yo ' s  got  dose lemons cut . Dat will kill roaChes . Yo ' kin lay 
lemons an '  have evah ' thing in heah j es '  as s ilent as normal . Jes ' lak all dat ' s  
livin ' heah stay in a uproar , take a lemon an '  cut it in fo 1 parts an ' j es '  lay 
it around de hous e three or fo ' days , an ' evah ' thing in heah will git normal . 

Den anothah thing - yo ' b rought it to mah thoughts . I f  yo '  have a husband 
an ' he ' s  hard tuh git along wit an ' yo '  ain ' t  got no money tuh go an ' do nuthin 
fo ' yo ' self , evah ' time yo ' put chew a little bread , yo ' put a lit tle sug ah on 
it , in de bread . 

Den evah ' t ime dat yo ' make fiah in de s tove , -yo ' puts a l it tle sugah on it . 
It  goin ' make things sweet an ' happy roun ' home . 

Yo ' kin take hair from a dog , undah a dog ' s  tail , an ' a man ' s hair from his 
haid , an ' yo ' kin take de dog ' s  hair an ' keep de man an '  de dog at home . Yo '  
put de man ' s  hair  wit de dog ' s  hair an '  keep de man an ' de dog . Jes ' lak yo '  
got a dog an ' de dog goes all de time , an '  de man goes .  Yo ' kin clip de hair 
from undah de dog ' s  an '  git de man ' s  hair from de man ' s  haid an '  keep de man 
an ' de dog . 

Den yo ' kin take a man ' s  hair an ' dog hair an '  lodes tone an '  put it in runnin ' 
watah . De man will go to de rivah an ' drown . Yo ' kin drown a man wit his hair 
wit lodestone , wit dog hair an ' lodes tone - make him go tuh de rivah an ' j ump 
ovahbo ' d  an ' drown , commit suicide . 

Yes , yo '  kin t ake dirt daub er nest an ' use dirt dauber nes t  - dirt dauber nest 
is g ood fo ' poison . Yo ' kin take a dirt dauber nest  fo ' poison . Yo ' kin take a 
dirt dauber nes t an ' make tea from a dirt dauber nes t an '  if yo ' are poison , dat 
dirt  daub er nes t  is de same [ as ]  a hoodoo [you can hoodoo with a dirt dauber nes t  
an d  also cure with it ] - yo ' j es '  drinks a tea off i t  evah ' mawnin ' .  Evah ' maw
nin ' yo ' git up an '  j es '  take yo ' a swallow , an '  evah ' evenin ' take yo ' a swallow 
an ' if yo ' got anything in yo ' , a dirt dauber nes t  will move it . 

Yo ' kin t ake a hi ckory s tick . Ah say a hickory s tick or a oak s ti ck - j es '  
git chew nine s ticks an ' evah ' mawnin ' j es '  take nine sticks an ' set ' em up dere 
in de cornah - j es '  nine hickory s ti cks , an '  de ' simmon s tick an ' de oak s t ick 
j e s ' nine of each one of ' em ,  and set ' em up in a cornah fo ' nine mawnin ' s  fo ' a 
man tuh live or die . 

I f  yo ' want him tuh live , i f  he ' s  very s ick , yo ' think he ' s  gain ' die , yo ' lay 
dose sticks on de flo ' an '  evah '  mawnin ' stand one of ' em up , an ' use de Lord ' s 
P rqrer fo ' him tuh live . 

An ' if yo '  want him tuh die , s tand ' em all up in a cornah , dose nine s ticks . 
S t and ' em all up in a cornah an '  evah ' mawnin ' yo ' goes an '  repeats de Lord ' s  
Prayer , an ' i f  yo ' want him tub lay dere an '  tub die , lay one o f  dose sticks 
down . I f  yo ' want him tub live , set one up , but yo ' have nine of do se sticks -
' s immon s ticks an '  all lak dat . 

(Any of  those kinds o f  sticks ? )  
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Ye ah , any o f dos e  s t i cks , yo ' kin make a man live or die wit dos e  s ti cks - wit 
de Lord ' s  P rayer . 

De g ourd is good fo ' poison - de g ourd is good fo ' two or th ree thing s . 
Go urds is even lu cky . Yo ' take a gourd an ' drink wa tah out of i t . Yo ' d  be very 
lu cky an '  very h appy - j e s ' git chew an ole yell ah gourd an '  cut de o le ye llah 
gourd an '  drink watah outa de g ourd .  I t ' s  even good fo ' yo ' health . 

An ' it ' s  good tuh keep anyb ody prac t ' l ly from puttin ' thing s down ,  j e s ' an ole 
gourd . Yo ' kin plant ' em all round yore hous e ,  an '  dey are lucky an ' dey are 
goo d fo ' hoodooism . 

I f  yo ' wanta know whut ' s  goin ' happen di s yeah , de second d ay in May yo ' git 
chew a barre l  of rain watah . Have yore b arrel s e t t in ' out an ' g i t  chew some 
rain wat ah  in dis b arrel , an ' yo ' t ake dis lookin ' g l ass an ' look down in d is 
watah an ' yo ' ll f in d  anything dat ' ll come dat yeah . I f  yo ' go in ' die dat yeah ,  
yo ' ll see it in dere ; i f  y o ' goin ' ma ' y  [marry ] da t yeah , you see i t in dere , 
i f yo ' goin ' be succe s s ful dat yeah , yo ' ll s ee i t  in dat b arrel o f  rain watah . 

On Friday yo ' cons ecrate [ concen trate ? ] , don ' eat anything dat Friday .  Yo ' 
take an '  put on all b l ack ,  don ' have much tub s ay t o  nob ody on Friday ,  if dere 
any thing yo ' wan t s  tuh know . Yo ' t ake yo '  a glass o f  wat ah an '  s i t  dat g lass o f  
watah full , an '  i f  yo ' s  got a fr iend g one an ' he ' s g o in ' come b ack to yo ' , an ' 
i f  he ' s  s ti l l  g oin ' from yo ' ,  an '  yo ' s ee him in dat glas s  o f  wa tah . Yo ' see , 
he ' l l have his haid all veiled in i t . Yo ' cain ' t  see nu th in - it ' s  j es '  l ak dis 
h at dere [my black hat again ! ] . Yo ' cain ' t  see nuthin - it ' s  dark , no l ight 
what evah . An '  yo ' kin see in da t g l as s  o f  watah j es '  as pl ain whut ' s  whut an ' 
whut ain ' t  whut . 

(In other wo rds , any Friday you can t ry th is ? )  
Any F riday , yeah , any Friday yo ' kin t ry  dis an '  see whut ' s  goin ' happen 

any Friday . 
Yo ' kin t ake snake ' s dus t an '  put i t  in a f ellah ' s  eye an ' it would run him 

b l ind . Yo ' kin t ake snake dus t an ' cook i t  in a f e l l ah ' s  food an ' kill him daid . 
Yo ' kin cook s corpion s  in to a fel lah . An '  take de s co rpions an '  kill de s cor

pions , an ' aftah killin ' de s corpions put ' em up whe re he ' l l ro t .  Den , i f  yo ' 
goin '  tub gimme de s co rp ion in whi skey , or watah , take dat ro tten s co rp ion ' s  dus t 
an ' put i t  in dere , an ' dat ' l l make de s corp ion come in him . 

(What does a s co rpion l ook l ike ? ) 
He ' s  a red-haid thing , he runs re al f as t . D at dead ly poison . I f  he bite yo ' ,  

yo ' l l die righ t  now . He ' s  a s co rp ion , he looks l ak a snake , but he ' s  got a tiny 
tail , he ' s  g o t  a teeny b i t  o f  tail . An '  yo ' kin pu t a s co rp ion in me . 

Den yo ' kin put a snake in a fellah . Yo ' take a snake an ' ke t ch de snake 
don ' kill de snake . Ke t ch  de snake an ' s tarve de snake tuh de ath , but le t him 
yet b e  a tiny l i t tle snake . S tarve de snake t ub death . Den yo ' put de snake in 
de wh iskey fo ' me or in de wa tah f o ' me or in b read fo ' me , an ' ah ' ll ea t dat or 
drink dat . Dat won ' t pas s  thro ugh yo ' ;  dat ' ll l ay in me an ' create dat snake 
back livin ' agin in me . 

A fellah ' s [ g rave ]  he adbo ' d  or foo tb o ' d .  Dey tell me , j es '  l ak ah ' l l kill 
yo ' an ' git s away . S ay yo '  coul d s ign mah name on hi s headb o ' d  - yo '  s lip b ack 
o f  ' em  an '  s ign mah name at hi s headb o ' d  o r  his foo tbo ' d ,  an ' dey s ay when de 
laws came , dey f ind he ' s  somewhere around ' bout dat g rave , close to his haid an ' 
feet . Yo ' j es '  s ign mah name at h is head or his foo t . 

(End o f  1�19 . She ' s  a p ro fe s s ional . )  
(The girl , 151 8 ,  when she first came in , took out a de ck o f  c ards and ran 

through them . )  
[ The l as t  p arenthesis is an examp le of b ack-anno t ating ; s ome times I back

anno t ated next day , or any time it was neces sary . Before I forgot , I wanted to 
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say the one important th ing about 1518 , a young woman about 25  or 30 , who entered 
and without saying a word , s at down , took out a deck of cards and began to run 
them for me - tel ling my fortune . I was so surprised and she was so good , I for
got to turn on my machine and s tart comment ing . Only l ater did I realize I had 
been in the presence o f  an expert Peader , a person who Pead, general ly not t aking 
part in othe r hoodoo activi ties , excep t perhaps to recommend a doator. "Memphis , 
Tenn . , Oct . , Wed . , 24 , 1939 - [No . ]  1518 - woman 30 , 1 or 2 thing s "  Numbers Book 
15 16-1 5 5 7 . This  was the day o f  my re tu� to Memphis , the day on whi ch I inter
viewed only 4 persons , all of them professionals , including MADAM WILEY and 
DEY TRIED TO RUN ME OUTA LOUI SIANA. I failed to unders t and the importance of 
this reader. ] 

THE "JACK-BALL" MAN 

CO 'BE YO 'RE LEARN IN ' NEW THINGS AN ' CO 'BE YO ' KNOWS MO ' DEN AH DO 
BW! AH KNOW PUHEY GOOD 

WHEN YO ' DONE ALL DEBE EVIL AN ' GOOD THINGS 
YO ' MUST ASK DE LORD PO ' YORE SUCCESS 

HE DIED PO ' PEOPLE DONE EVAH 'THING GOOD AN ' PEOPLE DONE EVIL AN ' BAD 
IF YO ' WOULD GIT UP RIGHT NOW AN ' KILL ME� HE DIED FO ' DAT 

IF YO ' TREAT ME GOOD� WELL HE DIED FO ' DAT 

AH WANT LUCK TUB COME TUB ME WIT 'OUT HARMIN ' ANYBODY AT ALL • • • •  
AH JES ' WANTA STICK TUB MAH LIVIN ' � DON 'T WANTA GIT RICH 

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[To determine whether he should vis i t  me , this elderly rootman consulted his 
Jaak-baZ Z  - see my f inal comment . Fortunately for me the spirit of this fetish 
had sense enough to answer that I could be trusted . If you are unacquainted with 
the Jaak-ba l Z , do read the excellent account of i t  in the interview with the 
MOJO EXPERT (p . l254 , line 1 6f . ) . I am grateful to informant 1552 for the very 
rare comp liment from a do ator : 1 1Co ' s e yo ' knows mo ' den ah do . "  His materi al 
is on cy linders Dl40 : 1-Dl44 : 1  = 2 823- 2 82 7 . ]  

Now , yo ' kin git  yo ' a three- cornahed file - git  three files wi t three cor
nabs . [He b egins to point to the corne rs of our room . ] An '  dat ' s  b ound tuh be 
de east cornah , ain ' t  it?  An '  dis heah cornah heah an ' dat cornah , an '  dat cor
nab . Dat eas t cornah cain ' t  be b lo cked , but take dose f iles an ' put ' em on de 
outs ide . Ah ' m goin '  tuh tell yo ' dat ' cause i t ' s  good , too . I t ' ll do de work . 
Yo ' kin put ' em on de ins ide , eithah put ' em on de outside - provided yo ' ain ' t 
got concrete , yo ' understan ' . I f  yo ' got concrete , put ' em on de ins ide o f  yore 
hoU6Je . 

( In three corners of  the house? ) 
Yessuh . But dat dahr cornah cain ' t  be b lo ck .  
(You must le ave that eas t  s ide open . ) 
Leave dat eas t  side open , an ' b lo ck dat . An ' den dat keep s yore enemies o f f  

yo ' all .  Dat makes good luck come , too . An ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yo ' pray j es '  as 
de sun ris e up , j es ' begin tuh rise . Yo ' go an ' s t an ' - yore facin ' de eas t an ' 
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yo '  s tart tub pray . 
(You face the eas t when you are praying . )  
Yessub , an ' ask de Lord , de Son , de Fah ter an ' de Holy Ghos t j es '  whut bless

in ' yo ' want . Yo ' do dat dahr fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 
(Now , that ' s  to  keep away anybody that wants to move you out o f  that house or 

harm you in any way . That will keep the landlord away or anyth ing o f  that sort . )  
An '  den - dat ' s  fo ' de nine mawnin ' s ,  fo ' tub be success ful . But we all o f  

us , regardless how much money we go t  or how w e  livin ' , it ' s  a Bein ' ovah us . We 
gotta look to Him an '  yore blessin ' come from Him . Now , yo ' kin write dat down . 

[What di d I do here ? As I have said in my INTRODUCTION , it was generally 
thought that I took down notes by gently tapping the two but tons or tabs (on 
and off) o f  my switch-box , using them like a telegrapher ' s  key . ] 

I f  yo ' in a place o f  bus iness , yo ' understan ' , like a cashier in a hotel , 
bo ' din ' house or roomin ' hous e ,  into a gro cery s to ' , eithah drygoods , yo ' go to 
de woods an '  dig yo ' up a bunch of s edge gras s . 

( Sedge grass that grows - like in the swamp . )  
Yes , in de swamp . Its  taught grass grows up like - we used tub whip it up in 

b rooms [made brooms from it ] in de olden times . 
( It ' s  three or four feet high? ) 
Dat ' s right . Yo ' dig up a root  about dat much , '"Qout b ig as mah han ' ,  wit de 

roots in it , dirt an '  all . Why yo ' go an '  tie it up - in case yo ' ain ' t got a 
back po ' ch or ei thah a back yard , i f  yo ' cain ' t find dat - tie it  up in a lit tle 
close room anywhere , right where it sho ' tub de eas t .  

(Right in the eas t  part o f  the house? ) 
Yes suh ,  in de east  part of  de hous e or in de eas t  part o f  de yard . An '  � 

go to dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  pray to i t , an ' b rush yore fingah through it , 
an '  yo ' look at it de whole time yo ' prayin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  [ demons trate s ] . 

(You j us t  keep waving your hand at it - brushing your hand back and forth 
through it . )  

Through de roots of  i t . 
dat high an ' de roots right 
roots of  i t . Well , yo ' put 

(The sedge is tied up so 
and you take your two hands 
j us t  the roots . )  

[ Demons trates . ]  Yo ' let hit be tied up j es ' about 
like dis heah - dat ' s  de root s  o f  it now , j es ' de 
de top s of it dat way . 
that the roots are j us t about level wi th your face , 
and run the fingers through the roots . I unders tand , 

De sedge grass  tied up right ' long dat way , see dat , an '  yo ' brush i t  - j es ' 
to de root s now . 

(Jus t to the roo ts . )  
Do dat fo ' yo ' success whut yo ' wanta come out , "In de Name of de Father , de 

Son ,  an '  de Holy [ Ghos t ] . "  Yo ' successful as yo ' wanta be . An '  den when - whut 
chew brushin ' down through dere , yo ' unders tan ' ,  dat ' s chure enemies yore put tin' 
down dere . Dat lit t le trash dat chew b rushin ' o f f  through dere [ is ]  puttin ' ' em 
right down , down - puttin ' yore enemies down , regardless to who comin ' to hurt 
chew , or do yo ' anything atall , any harm . Dey comin ' tub do yo ' good . 

Ah know all ' bout an '  ah tell yo ' whut dey do - an ' di s  is tub break up peace 
in a family . Dey j es ' go an ' git s ome of yo re ahambeP Lye ,  yo ' unders t an ' , an ' 
put it in a b rown bot tle or eithah a b lack bottle , an ' g it chew a red s tring -• 
dat ' s  tub b reak de pe ace , now , an '  de par ties dat chew wanta break up peace wit -
yo ' git  ch ew  a red s tring ab out dat long [ demons trates ] . 

( Between two and three feet long . )  
Yes , somepin like dat , an ' j es '  dem knots  dat yo ' tie in dat s tring yo ' under

s tan ' , an '  put  in dere ahambeP Lye an ' put some cayenne peppah in dere , an '  some 
gunpowdah . An '  put it in dat bottle . I f  yo ' [ can ] be lucky enough tub be 
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walkin ' b ehin ' de party , dey in front of  yo ' ,  take dat ahamber lye an '  go 
s traight on right on behin ' dem , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' splash ev ' ry bit of  it , dat 
s tring an ' all , out . But now when yo ' start dat , let it  b e  three days aftah yo '  
go t it  made up , befo ' yo ' s tart it . Have it made fo ' three days , an '  aftah yo ' 
go t it made , de third day yo ' b ring it out or eithah de third night an '  ket ch 
dem - any time , but let it be  three days befo ' yo ' s tart . See . Yo ' maybe  can ' t  
ket ch ' em  de firs t day o r  de third day , or de second o r  de fo ' th , but le t it be 
so t [set ] b e fo ' yo ' s tart - be de third day or de third night . Yo ' sprinkle it  
all out  behin ' dem , yo ' unders tan ' .  Well , dat  wi ll b reak peace - it  will b reak 
it right down . 

(After you finish , you j us t  throw that string in with it ; and this ahamber 
lye , all [both ] together [you ] sprinkle it all out , back and forth . )  

Backwards an ' farwards , an '  den swing yo re bot tle an ' throw i t  on ovah yore 
haid , like thataway [ demons t rates ] ,  but b e  sho re it b roke . 

(You throw that bottle b ack over your left shoulder that way . ) 
Yes . 
(Well , now what do you mean by b reaking the peace? Jus t what happens? ) 
Dey split up from one ' nothah - dey j es '  part dat way . Git  rid o f  ' em .  
(For example , i f  you want to get rid o f  me , you didn ' t want t o  bother with me 

any more , you would j ust  do that and I wouldn ' t  bo ther with you any more . )  
Dat right . 
(The fo rks o f  the road are mos tly for hidden treasure? )  
Yessuh , dat ' s  fo ' hidden treasure . I t  have tub b e  ' twix ' twelve an ' one 

a ' clo ck at night , but now ah cain ' t  [ g et ]  it tog ethah . 
Co ' se yore learnin ' new things an '  co ' se yo '  knows mo ' den ah do , b ut ah know 

purty good . Now , wi t dese foo t tracks , jes ' anybody kin learn how it kin be  
done , j es '  anybody . If  anybody learn you how it come fo ' yo ' tuh ketch a pain 
in yore foo t , yo ' unders tan ' ,  or eithah learn yo ' to  use dat s tuff , hoodoo s tuf f , 
well , yo ' take an '  ket ch [ cure ]  it . Ah show yo ' how yo ' do . Yo ' take yore pock
etkni fe , see , an ' make a s troke dat way [demonst rates ] .  

(Through the center [ of  foot track from heel]  right on back to  the sole - cut 
with your pocketknife - cut right up to the top of the toes with your knife . ) 

An '  t ake it dis way agin [ demonstrates ] .  
(Then cut it  across in the hollow o f  the foo t , making a cros s . )  [ This unus ual 

method , a cros s cut on the foo tprint , is one of many fo r crossing a person . ] 
An '  yo ' don ' t b ring i t  to yo ' ;  it ' s  put tin ' it  on yo ' den [b ringing it to you 

would put the spell on you] . Yo ' mark i t  dis way [ demons t rates ] .  
(Each o f  those strokes you mark away from you . ) 
Sho ' , dat ' s  markin ' 'way from yo ' .  An '  den when dey lay down dis stuff fo ' 

yo ' an '  yo ' has a b ad feelin ' in yore foo t ,  den yo ' turn i t  right baak on dem . 
De s ame party dat laid it down , yo ' turn it right baak on dem . 

(That will protect you . You s ay you can walk over anything ? )  
Yessuh . An '  den take yore pencil an ' write  yore name , an ' wear i t  in de bot

tom o f  yore so ck ,  or eithah in de bottom of  yore shoe . Writ e chure name an ' 
write chure mo thah ' s  name an ' yore fathah ' s  name , an '  yo ' put it in dere . An '  
evah time yo ' walk ovah anything yo ' wanta , yo '  will turn it right baak on them . 

( This is all part o f  the same rite , the same ceremony [ a  comment , no t a ques
tion] . Do that in b oth shoes ? )  

Yassuh , in both shoes . An '  den when yo ' fo ldin ' dat p apah , when yo ' done 
write yore name an '  yo re mothah ' s  name an '  yore fathah ' s  name , yo ' j es '  fold it  
dis away . See , heah , fold it  from yo ' .  

(Ins tead of  folding i t  to you , you fo ld i t  from you . You fix each shoe that 
way? ) 
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Each shoe . 
Wit yore hair behin ' - dat ' s  when a woman has got chew taken in , yo ' und er

s tan ' , yo '  cain ' t  have her .  Gi t dose s trands yo ' see from heah , from her left 
temple ; on both of  ' em if  yo '  kin . Git three o r  mo ' s trands , an ' if  yo ' can 
git ' em  outa he ah ,  anywhere outa her haid , den yo ' take dem strands an '  put ' em 
in a bottle of  yore pee , an '  let ' em  set  dahr fo ' about de third day . An '  den , 
if he ain ' t got a furnace , put dat bottle o f  pee [ and hair]  in yore hearth , yo ' 
unders tan ' . Yo ' put dat bottle o f  pee [ and hair] - emp ty it  out [ into the 
hearth ] , eithah de furnace [ if you haven ' t  a hearth ] - to de b acks ide of  yore 
hearth [ o r ]  yore furnace - your g rate now , as near as yo '  kin . 

(Either the furnace or the grate [ o f  the fireplace ] . )  
Yessuh ,  but let it be on de b acks ide . An '  ah don ' t  care how bad dat she wus 

treatin ' ' im ,  den yo ' got de woman . She been mistreatin ' yo ' an ' she could walk 
on away laughin ' an '  talkin ' an '  [ after your rite ]  she ' d  be out dere cryin ' like 
a dog ,  s ay ,  "Please don ' t  go ' way . "  

(That is i f  she has been mist reating you , 
[ His rite , o f  course , is a variant o f  the 

of urine up the chimney o f  the open hearth -
in this present work , p . l51 , No . 496 . ] 

you can get back at her . )  
wi tch craft one o f  hang ing a bottle 
see FACI , 2nd ed . ,  pp . 906-909 ,  and 

Yo ' kin go to a g rave when a woman ' s  periods is ovah , yo ' understan ' - dat ' s  
wit her periods , yo ' know - an ' take her cloth an ' bury dat cloth right  at de 
haid . She ' ll nevah be any good . I t  won ' t b e  long ' fore she pas s  out . 

Dey say dey take a person pho tograph - dat ' s  if it on a [ tin] type ,  
st and , an '  g o  an ' bury it in de graveyard an ' turn de face o f  it down . 
haid is in de eas t , or de wes t  - lemme see , dey turn de face o f  a body 
east , but yo ' bury de face o f  him in a grave in de wes t - turn de face 
wes t but turn him down . But let him be at de othah party ' s  foots . 

(You have to  bury this photograph at the foot of  this grave . )  
At de foo t . 

yo ' under
I f de 

in de 
to de 

Now ,  ah always try tuh work fo ' good luck. Now , i f yore luck ' s down in de 
spring of  de yeah , 'bout de time yo ' go tuh plantin 1  co ' n - dat ' s  March an ' 
April - yo ' git chew nine grains of co ' n .  Yo ' go to a ceme tery , an '  take three 
grains , an ' s t art at de foot . Put one yeah at de foot  of de grave , den put 
anothah g rain [ and another grain] - den j es '  about middleways three mo ' grains -
an ' put anothah three mo ' grains at de haid . An ' den yo ' stan ' right an '  pray to 
de Lord , say ,  "Ah want luck tuh come tuh me wit ' out harmin ' anybody at al l  - � 
good success . Ah j es ' wanta stick tuh mah livin ' - don ' t  want a git rich . Don ' t 
want a have no bad life , In de Name o f  de Father , de Son ,  an ' de Holy Ghost . "  
Dat ' s  all ah want . Now , ah has nine grains down dere now , an ' outa de nine two 
may not come up ,  but some will come up . 

(You plant three hills on that grave and in each hill you have three grains . )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(That will b ring your luck to you . )  
[ Could this be an old corn-plant ing rite changed to a general-luck rite? Even 

a personal ri te? The usual odd number for seed is here . The sentiment expressed 
and underlined does not sound like the creation o f  a hoodoo manual . For many 
com-pl anting rites and signs , see FACI , 2nd ed . ,  pp . 47-49 . ]  

I f  yo ' want a woman an ' a man tuh git hung togethah like a dog , well yo ' go 
an '  git a gy' dog in heat [gyp = a b i t ch in the United States ] - a gyp dog , an ' 
git her proudin ' b ag an '  yo ' lay ' em in de shade tuh dry . I t  ain ' t j es ' nuthin 
but a oil , yo ' unders tan ' . 

(Jus t  lay it up there and dry . )  
In de shade . Don ' t  let de sun git at it . Lay it up an ' dry an '  den greas e  
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yore han ' s  in it at night an '  yo ' go  tuh bed wit de lady , an '  yo ' git  up de next 
mawnin ' , an '  if  she ' s ac tin ' (up )  [ trans criber ' s  annot ation ! ]  on yo ' ,  yo ' under
s tan ' - an ' take yore han ' an '  rub her fur three times , j es '  up to her navel . 
Dat ' s  all yo ' got ta do . Yo ' wai t an ' ket ch her wit a man an ' dey gi t  line to
gethah j es '  like dogs - dey lyin ' tog ethah . Don ' t  yo ' holler ; a dog will holler . 

Git one dese bats flyin ' aroun ' at night - yo '  kil l one of  dem an '  git  de 
[ ?  private part ] of him . Dat ' s  all yo ' gott a git , an ' den yo ' put it  in de shade 
again an '  le t ' em  git  real dry an ' let it be a powdah . an '  pound it up an '  sprin
kle dat ovah her kitty , ovah heah . An '  yo ' sprinkle it  ovah dat an '  evah time a 
man g i t  up on her he ' s  gonna go tuh sleep . 

(He ' ll go  to sleep . )  
De time he git up on her , he ' ll go to slep 
Den yo ' kin go an ' git yo ' seven of dese earthworms an ' git chew a dishrag an ' 

some f resh lard , an '  stew dat all up togethah , dat dishrag - she t  it  all up to
ge thah an ' make a kind o f  grease  out of  it an '  rub it ovah her pussy ag in .  Dat ' s  
anothah dif f ' rent way now . Dis ain ' t  all de same . Rub it  ovah her pussy three 
times . Evah t ime he go dere it ' ll throw i t  up - he cain ' t git  i t  in tuh save his 
li fe . 

(You mean he ' ll vomit? ) 
He ' ll j es '  throw up on her . 
An '  git de like dat - git  de dishrag an ' seven houseflies , whut s t ays roun ' de 

ole hous e - a filthy house , yo ' unders tand , an ' fresh lard , an '  s tir ' em up . He 
cain ' t  git in an ' he git up he go tuh throwin ' up on her , j es '  heavin ' .  

(You put these houseflies with these worms ? ) 
Yes suh , an '  make a cure out o f  it  an ' den put it  in a can . Put de dishrag in 

de can too , 
Ah know how yo ' kin measure a man . A wom&t go tuh bed , she could measure a 

man to de end o f  i t . Git a cotton s tring an ' tie a knot like dat an ' tie a knot 
at de end . Den he cain ' t  fool wit nobody but her . She go tta  wear it  in he r 
stockin ' , eithah in de bottom o f  her dress . Dat ' s  whut ah did . 

[The lat ter means either this had been done to him o r  he advised female 
client s to do this . ]  

(How would a man get loose from that condi tion? ) 
Well , ah tell yo ' de way he do . He ' ll git  him a clean po cket han ' chief , if 

' t aint b ut a nickel po cket han ' chie f but let it be white , not no thread in it  an ' 
no s tripe o r  nuthin . An '  in foolin ' wit her , yo ' unders tan ' , when yo ' an '  her 
git through communication wit one anothah , den yo ' take yoreself an ' wipe her if  
yo ' kin , wit chure han ' chief , yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' wip e  yoreself an • yo ' wipe 
her . Yo ' kin wipe her firs t an ' den yo ' kin wipe yoreself . Den yo ' put dat 
han ' chie f in yore po cke t . No , don ' t mattah where yo ' leave it , b ut when yo ' 
leave yo ' carry it  wit yo ' , an ' yo '  t ake dat an ' spread it , spread de han ' chief 
out b road . 

(Jus t spread i t  out wide? ) 
Yes s uh .  
Yo ' spread i t  out like dat an '  yo ' take dat han ' chie f  an ' dis heah co rnah 

heah [ demons t rates ] . 
(The upper right-hand corner , and fold it b ack . ) 

•Fold it  to yo ' in de center . Den turn it  all round ag in [ demons trates ] .  
(Turn it around and take the upp er right-hand corner again and fold i t  b ack 

to the cent er . ) 
Keep on turnin ' i t  [ demons t rates ] . 
(Keep on turning the handkerchief around . )  
Dat ' s  right [demons trates ] .  
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(Until the four corners are folded back to the center . )  
An ' take dat an '  fold it to yo ' .  Some of  ' em fold i t  from ' em  but dat ' s  

wrong - fold it to yo ' .  See , if  yo ' fold i t  from yo ' ,  dat ' s  keepin ' yo ' dOwn 
j es '  de same .  Fold i t  to yo ' . 

An '  now listen , when yo ' done all dese evil an ' good things , yo ' mus t ask de 
Lord fo ' yore success . He died fo ' people done evah ' thing good an '  people done 
evil an '  bad . I f  yo ' would git up right now an ' kill me , He died fo ' dat . I f  
yo ' treat me good , well He died fo ' dat . Dat ' s  right . 

Now yo ' take dat an '  j es '  wrap it up real good an '  put it  in yore pocke t  -
j es '  git chew a nice pocketbook an '  put it  in i t  dis way . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Oh , hit ' ll untie him . 
Yo ' kin take a half pint whiskey or eithah a pint an ' do s omepin wit de snail . 

An '  yo ' dry dat snail up - yo ' dry him up . Dry him plumb up an ' den beat him up 
in a powdah . An ' git chew a clean piece of cloth an '  put dat dus t  in dat clean 
piece of  cloth , an ' tie it  an '  put it  down in a half pint or eithah a pint of 
whiskey , ' cordin ' to how much yo ' wan ta put in i t .  Yo ' put it down dere - put 
it  [ cloth with snail dus t ]  in yore whiskey an ' have a s tring where yo ' kin draw 
it [ cloth ] all out ,  yo ' understan ' , but put a s toppah on it . When yo ' draw it 
all out , den yo ' squeeze dat rag on out t ill  yo ' go t it dry . Yo ' j es ' strain dat 
whiskey out clear yo ' unders tan ' befo ' yo ' give it to somebody an ' le t ' em drink 
i t .  Dat cut him down in three days . 

(That makes him so he can ' t  do anything . )  [ Causes impotence . ]  
Yessuh . 
(And you put this snail in a lit tle bag j us t  like you are making tea - like a 

teab all that you put in the t eapo t , - and you pull that lit tle teaball out . )  
Dat ' s  right . He ain ' t  got - but his (nature ) [ comment by trans criber]  will be 

gone . 
(He never can be cured? ) 
He cain ' t be cured . He ain ' t  go t no mo ' heat [ only time I ever  heard of  a man 

being in heat ] • 

I f  somebo dy is foolin ' aroun ' yore place o f  business , yo ' kin take a ten-penny 
nail , yo ' understan ' .  Dis is  true about dat . Yo ' take dat three-penny [ instead 
of ten-penny ] nail - �' ah 'm out heah in front o f yo ' do ' now , an ' ah call yo ' 
three times , an ' de third time yo ' will answer . Well , when yo ' answer , ah 'm 
goin ' shove it down dere , yo ' see . 

(You s tart that nail into the ground , and then you call me , and when I answer,  
then you put your foot on it  and shove it  all the way down into the ground . )  

An '  when yo ' answer ah ain ' t  gonna tell yo ' no nuthin - ah turns mah back an ' 
walks on away . 

(As soon as I answer you , you are going to turn your back and walk on away . )  
But ah put yo ' down an ' yo ' ain ' t  goin ' give me no mo ' troub le .  
(That is , i f  I were trying to put you in some troub le ,  you would come to my 

house and put this nail in front o f  my door and I couldn ' t  do anything more to 
you . ) 

Dat ' s right . 
[ The preceding nail rite is a spirit-catching device - see p . 24 . ]  
[After � informant left , I comment to the machine . ]  
(End o f  1552 . This fellow in here (was ) [ transcriber ' s comment]  is quite a 

pro fessional . He had a Jaak-baZZ and j ust  before he left he  had t aken it out . 
It  was jus t a piece o f  iron - a large loop of iron ab out an inch square , � 
into a "U" and hang ing on a piece of fishing-cord .  And he said he had tried it  
out on me before he came and he said that I was all right . )  
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[Why I failed to re cord our pos t-interview convers ation , I do not know - see 
INTRODUCTION about s aving space to prevent a mass ive trans cription . In any case 
the production of his Jack-batt  may have diverted my attention . No t every day 
does an o Ld  pro appear with a Jack . Before coming to me , he had suspended Jack 
in the air by holding the loose end of the fishing-cord and then had t alked to 
it something like this , "Jack , tell me the truth , now . Is it safe to see this 
white man? I f  yes , s tart swinging ; i f  no ,  stay s till . " Jack had to swing ! The 
old man was dying to see that wh ite hoodoo-man who had had a run-in with the 
police and was back in town again . My trans criber ' s " (was ) " questions my " is . "  
To he r the old man ' s  voice indicated that he was or should be retired . For his 
talking to the Jack-batt , see preceding re ference to MOJO EXPERT , p . l254 ; also 
JACK , pp . l9Q-193 , especially Nos . 581 & 588 . ] 

"DOCTOR" NELSON WORKED FOR "DOCTOR" HARRI S 

AH BEGIN MY WORK RIGHT IN FWRENCE� SOUTH CAROLINA • • • •  

OLE MAN UP DERE� WHITE MAN NAME OF "DOCTOR" HARRIS • • • •  

HE WAS DE BEST ONE IN DE STATE • • • •  
AH STAMED LEARNIN ' IN 1 9 09 

CHARLESTON , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[ In formant 518 is important be caus e he knew ab out the ce leb rated Doctor 
Harris , a white man (p . II I ) , as early as 1909 . Some of informant ' s  material 
may be elsewhe re in the text . This is on cylinders 610 : 2-612 : 8 . ] 

(Well , when you learned your work , were you initiated into it  in any way? Or 
j us t learned it?  Some ini tiation or something of  that sort? ) 

No , sir , go t mine from de spirit - God give it to me , you know . 
( S ometimes they s ay they have signs by whi ch they know how to do • • • • Is that 

t rue? ) 
Yes . Oh , yes . See , you kin know • • •  any time you mee t a individual • • •  like if 

it ' s tonight • • • •  [ re cording b ad ] . 
(You are working here now for awhile ? But you are working all over the state , 

all around the s tate . )  
[ I  am repeat ing what he had said . ] 
I s tay he re at No . 10 Antler Street • • •  headquarters , but I work all ovah de 

s tate . 
(People us ed to tell me that Doctor Buz zard lived in Florence . Doctor Buz-

zard never lived in Florence , did he? You have heard of Doctor Buz zard? ) 
Oh, yes , yes . DoctoP Buz zard ain ' t  living - he ' s  dead . 
(How long h as he been dead? ) 
Been dead ab out ten years now . 
( Five or ten years . )  

�ere folks goin ' by dat name , but Doctor Buz zard been dead . 
Ah traveled all over de state , you know . 
(You traveled all over South Carolina . )  
Ah traveled all ovah South Carolina , New York and evah ' where . 
(I  see . Well , where did you beg in your work? ) 
Ah begin my work right in Florence , South Carolina . 
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(You s t arted righ t in town? But you have b een here for s ome time? ) 
Yeah , s ince 1909 . See ole man up dere , white man name of  Doctor Harris -

might of heard about him . 
( I  never heard ab out him . )  
He was up dere . He was de bes t one in de s tate , you know , Do ctor Harri s . 

I mean de best . An ' ah s tarted learnin ' in 1909 - third day o f  April .  I paid 
him $60 . See , dose days [while working for Doctor Harris ] I put many a man on 
de road to Chicago and Kentucky , all about , doin ' bus iness - train ' em  you know , 
put ' em on de road . [ Probab ly selling me di cine and roo ts . ] 

Well , you gits gunpowdah and you g i ts g arlic , gits  sulphur , g i t  olive o il and 
git Indi an potat o . 

( Indian potato . What ' s  that ? )  
Indi an potato - dem dat g row out in de woods , you know . Dey green as dat 

[prob ab ly points to something ] . Dey smell like a sweet potato and look like a 
sweet potato . Some of  ' em g row dat b ig [ demons trates ] .  

(Some o f  them g row a foo t long . )  
[ Indian pot ato is the early name for the giant sunf lower ,  He lianthus gigan

teus - fleshy roots us ed by American Indians for food . But they surely do no t 
grow out in the woods . ] 

S ome of ' em large den bough o f  de tree , you know . Ah bought one from up de 
country about weighin ' 2 5  pounds like dat . 

(Really ! How does it t as te ? ) 
Tas te l ike a potato , too , you know . 
( Swee t po tato ? )  
I t ' s  re ally dat , chew know . And mix all dose togethah an d  give to de indi

vidual . I t  will drive dem out , ki ll all dem ants - clear all de body up , you 
know , what o thah people feed ' em .  Dat will cure ' em .  

(That is i f  they have any kind o f  live things in them at all . )  
Yeah , any kind - dat will cure ' em .  
Dey take de dishrag and he kin rub her down nine times from de navel down . 

See , and anyone dat go dere , dey fall - dey become like dishcloths . 
What chew do if you know dat boss name . You take a pinch of sulphur and a 

pinch o f  s alt and pu t it in de water dat you wash yo ' f ace and hands in evah 
mornin ' fer nine mornin ' s .  You take a pinch o f  sulphur and a p inch o f  black 
pepp ah and put in yore shoe and wear it to where de man have conversation wi th 
chah . Yo ' tell de piece of devil ' s-shoestring you wanta talk wit de man ,  and you 
go dere and you go to t alk with dat man . And dis man ain ' t  go t  nuthin open fer 
you ,  he ' ll tell you he will look out for you . And when you go on , yore spiri t 
will be  with ' im  at all time continual in his mind . De firs t time he get you a 
chance he ' ll call yuh . 

• 

DOCTOR STONE 

CLAP MAH HAN 'S AN ' REJOICE 

[ DO ]  YO ' KNOW WHUT A GOURD IS • • • •  

YO ' DON 'T KNOW WHUT DAT IS� DO YO ' 

[ DO ]  YO ' KNOW HOW TO READ DE 23RD PSALMS OF DA VID 

AH GOT SCME IN MAH GRIP 
[ HE BROUGHT HIS ''MEDICAL KIT "] 
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AH BROUGHT MAH BOTTLE WIT ME, AH HA VE SOME OF DAT RIGHT HEAH 
DAT [IS] RATTLESNAKE MARSTAH AN ' DAT "BE SHAMED BRIER " 

DAT 'S WHUT YO ' GIT AN ' CARRY SOME LONG WIT YO ' 
AN ' DEN YO ' WILL GO LONG [ WAY IN THIS WORK] 
AN '  TRA VELIN ' INFLUENCIN ' AMONG PEOPLE 

DE MAJORITY OF DE BEST • • •  IN TOWN YO ' KIN HANDLE DEM YORE WAY 

DOSE PEOPLE WILL BE JEST AS HAPPY, JEST AS HAPPY AN '  GLAD 
PAY YO ' ANY KIND OF MONEY FO ' DE WORK 

AH AIN 'T GOT NUTHIN [TO ] PUT ON 'EM 'CEPT MAH HAN 'S 
GO TO ANYBODY WIT HAN 'S WIT SUPERNATURAL PO WAH 

YO ' REMEMBAH A BIRD DEY CALL DE MOCKIN 'BIRD 
DE FREE BIRD DAT SINGS 

NOBODY KILLS HIM - NOBODY WANTS HIM - HE 'S NOT GOOD FO ' ANYTHING 
BUT ONLY HEAR HIS BEAUTIFUL SONG IN DERE 

DAT 'S A BLESSED ONE FROM GOD 

WAYCROSS , GEORGIA 

1601 

[This man - periodically sitt ing or s tanding or clapp ing his hands - was a 
delight but dif f i cult to record . Among the unusual things he s ai d ,  he claimed 
to be a nephew of the fabulous Doator Buz zard - see pp . III , 89 1 ,  etc . And the 
final quo tation reve als him as a poe t . But I am afraid he underestimates me 
j us t  a little . I could read Psalm 23 , and I had seen gourds grow - in fact my 
first pipe b ack in 1921 was a calabash with a meershaum bowl . Further , I also 
knew s omething ab out the Zaying of the hands ; my Rector and I having s tarted 
sp iri tual healing in the Ep is copal Church in 19 20 at the Church of  the Advent , 
Walnut Hills , Cincinnat i ,  Ohio - see INTRODUCTION . This is informant 1123 , 
whose material is on cylinders C224 : 1-C229 : 1  = 1 805-1810 . ]  

Ah said yo ' put yore footprint on de ground - stamp like dat [ claps his 
hands ] , An ' as [ after] yo ' put yore footp rint on de ground , ah take dis , dat 
thumb , dat dog fingah an '  lit tle fingah , take a dip outa three of dose tracks 
an '  cont inue walkin ' - pull it toward de toe . Dat ' ll move him - make him leave 
town , j es ' ban him an ' his family . 

(Wait a minute ! What do you do with that dirt af ter you p i ck it up ? )  
Yo ' take dat dir t , fetchin ' a bottle dat washed clean , b rand new s toppah -

go to de pharmacy an '  buy it , nine p ins standin ' on dere haid in de bottle , pile 
de dirt to de p ins , an '  j es t  about a quartah of a teaspoonful of red peppah , de 
same of b lack peppah , unders t an ' ,  and a little bit of  graveyard dirt . Put it in 
dat bottle . Walk backwards an '  throw it ovah yore le f t  shouldah in de watah , 
"Go . "  Gone . 

[Ea ch time he says anything he hits his hands or e lse the pine wood burning 
in. the grate cracks . ]  [ Note made at time of  checking trans cription . ]  

Go to de fo ' ks of  de road - see heah [ demons trates ] ,  lo ck yore han ' s  ovah 
yore haid like dat , ovah de top o f  yore haid like dat , se crut prayer tub God . 
Prayer moves mountains . Yo ' gon ' a give it a trial ? Dat means , "My Lord , my 
God , have thou forsaken me? "  Don ' t  care whut kind of trouble yo ' in - i f  yo ' s  
in troub le He tryin ' tuh protect yo ' in dat . 
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Would you allow me to s tand ?  
(Yes , s t and up - j us t  s o  I can hear you . ) 
Like dat , "My Lo rd , my God" - hand locked ovah y ore h aid , "have thou forsak• 

me ? "  In da t ,  an ' da t means [ something ] - da t means , "My Lord ,  my God , have thot 
forsaken me? " Den move , "By St . P eter , [ by ]  S t . P aul , de good Lord has s aved � 
all . "  Cal l de individual name three times , clap mah han 1 s an '  rej o ice .  [ "Clap 
their hands • • • be j oy ful together "  - Ps .  9 8 : 8 . ] [ He claps hi s hands . ]  Evah 1 thint 
will be all right . Regardless whethah it get t in '  s omeb ody out a j ail , somebody 
outa troub l e , white , colored , who it may be - all kinds o f  cases in any kinda - ·  
have to go dere twelve a ' clock at night . Yo ' unders t and me now? High twelve 
s tand dere - don ' t  git in dat fo ' k  t il l  high twe lve . At high twelve s tep in dati 
fo ' k ,  "My Lord , my God • • . • " 

· 

[My not ation here reads , "Spoke so low and so rapidly - clapped his hands 
periodically . " ] 

I ' ll show yo '  whut dey git - I t ake you aftahwards and explain to you . Firs� 
at home in s olemn , in clos ed do ' s ,  goin ' in s e crut prayer to God , " Send de 
sp irit . "  He ' l l do it . " S end de spirit to vi sit me . Guard me . S treng then me i 
fo ' ah ' m  weak .  P rop me on de weakenin 1 ,  lean in ' s ide . Help me , Jesus , ah pray .: 

Den , yo ' s ee a common o ld thing as old dirt daub e r  ne s t .  Yo ' know whut dat ' 
is . Git dat an '  compound it . Ah ' m t ellin ' yo ' whut ' ll wo rk . Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' 
whut chew kin do good wi t fo ' anyb o dy els e .  Make pea ce in de home wit dat , 
comp ound dat . Common things : spice , s ugah , sulphur , tab le salt [ claps hands 
a f te r  each item name d ] .  Sprinkle it down anywhere dat chew have t o  cro s s  ovah 
put s ome in yore shoe - walk ovah anything anyb ody put down fo ' yo ' an '  dey can ' 
do yo ' any harm . 

T rim b oth fingahnails . I f  yo ' kin powdah dem - ah ' m  le t tin '  mine grow out 
now . It needs three months if yo ' wanta t ake de advan tage of a woman . Three 
months . Fingahnails , toenails an ' s ee heah [he is s t anding up , he shows ] de 
ho llah o f  mah foo t che re . Dampen it an ' s crape dat dead skin back - b ack dis 
way from de toe , den compound dat [ claps hands ] ,  turn it b rown [ p arch it ] ,  put 
it in whi skey [ clap ] , wine [ clap ] , co ca cola [ clap ] ,  o r dampen it an '  sp rinkle 
in de candy - cho colate candies , anything whut dey eat - anybody - millionaire - '  
don ' t  care who he is - g o t  him .  [ This is the way he i s  speaking . ] 

(Love you - but you mus t let those fingernails g row three months b e fo re they 
are any good , have any power . )  

Yes s ir , yes sir . 
Yo ' see de o le pine tree dat g rows dat she ds de cuckrel b urr? Cuckrel -

lit t le ole g reen cuckrel burr , git it an '  sp rinkle it wit s al t  an ' c arry it an '  
throw i t  undah d e  hous e - three day s  - guarantee it - try i t  heah b efo ' yo ' go 
' way - three days - have succes s - to have someone dere askin ' an ' callin ' an '  
pay yo ' price fo ' it . 

( Fo r  th at house you want to rent ? )  
Yes sir . 
(You s imply take thes e  co ckle b urrs o f f  these litt le b ushes . I t ' s  a weed? ) 
Yes s i r . 
[ Desp it e his "Yes s i r , " is this a p ine "dat sheds ( shades)  de cuckrel burr" 

o r  a p ine "dat sheds de cuckrel b urr (a cone ) ? " ]  
Jes t a mament . Yo '  know whut a gourd is ? Ole gourd - o le b i tt ah g ourd . Yo ' 

don ' t know whut dat is , do yo ' ?  
(Yes , I know what that is . )  [Hone s ty b e fore t ac t ! ] 
Ole runnin ' , s t inkin ' vine g ourd - g ourd vine . Git nine seeds out a a gourd . 

Lis t en to me . Nob o dy goin ' come dere . Git a gun shel l i f  yo ' can ' t git no 
powdah - g it a gun shel l .  Cut dat shell an ' git dat powdah , an ' b eat dose ole 
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seed up [beats  with hands ] - nine g rains outa de gourd , see . An ' git someone to 
carry it - see , i f  yo ' can ' t  gi t it  in de house , throw it ovah de fence anywhere , 
j es t  s ince it ' s  in de no ' th cornah . Dat sett les it . Won ' t nobody rent dat until 
someone goes dere wit sense enough to take dat up . 

(That ' s  cros sing up the hous e . ) 
An '  dey can do it . 
(Is  there any way o f  uncrossing that - clean that out? ) 
Uncross i t ?  Have to go to a cemetery . Allow me to stand please . 
(Yes , go ahead . )  
Go to de cemetery an ' walk round de grave seven times , an ' come back to where 

de heart is . Yo ' kin tell where de heart o f dat individual dat sleeps in dat 
grave is . Git on yore knees an ' take three pennies in yore fingahs - take dem 
three pennies an ' t ake out dat dirt on de g rave , work it down to dere . [He 
demonst rates . ]  

(Down to your elbow . )  
Yes sir . Ah pay de daid wit dem pennies to work fo ' me , tell him j es t  what 

yo ' want ' em  to do , "Remove dis cross dat evah ' thing may go free . "  An '  he g ives 
it to me . Pull it up , dat dirt , s ome of dat graveya� dirt an '  put it in a p aper 
sack an ' go right home . Have it  in yore poss es s ion . All right , dat wo rks . 

(The house is  uncrossed from then on? ) 
Yes , yo ' kin go in dere . Don ' t  care how rich dey is an ' whut dey do . 
Git  a bone from an individual , a ceasted [ deceased ] one . Yo ' gi t , if yo ' 

could git it , dat lit tle ole short rib bone where He taken de bone from Adam ' s  
s ide an ' made de woman Eve . Yo '  unders tand me ? Yo ' take dat bone , yo ' call dat 
individual name dat yo ' wanta handle de spirits o f an ' handle ' im  j es t  as yo ' 
might i f  he ' s  a - reg ardless of how rich he is or whut kinda circums tances he 
in , take dat bone an ' call dere name three times fo ' nine mornin ' s  wit ' out 
breakin ' yo re fas t  to anybody . Ah mean speakin ' to anybody or even breakin ' 
yore fas t , or  eithah drinkin ' any watah . An ' den it ' s  perfec t .  Jes t whatevah 
yo ' want ' im to do dey will do - dat wish . 

Go t o  i t  [ a  grave] an ' change it . Take up de foo tbo ' d  an ' put i t  to de haid , 
an '  take de haidbo ' d  an '  put it to de foo t . Now yo ' need nine pennies . Ah pay 
de daid to take care of de s i tuation relating to whutsomevah dat ah des ire fo ' 
dem tuh do . Dat clicks it . 

(Then you take some dirt away , t oo ? )  
Yes s ir , no mo ' den yo '  kin hold up dere . An '  put dat in yore pocket an ' 

keep dat wit yo ' until yo ' bus iness is all convenient , an '  den yo ' kin do whut 
yo ' p lease wit it . 

(You b ury those things there . )  
You know de bo ss ' s  name . All right . 
Call ' im  soon in de mawnin ' b efo ' de sun ' s  ris in ' . Unders tan ' me , don ' t  have 

anything e lse  on yore mind . Have yo ' a secrut prayer to God befo ' de sun rise . 
Git on yo re knees an ' p ray David 's Prayer , "De Lo rd is mah shepherd an ' ah shall 
not want . " Ah ' ll guarantee dat yo ' ll go out an '  gi t it . "De Lord is mah shep
herd an '  ah shall not want . "  Yo ' know how to read de 2 3rd Ps alms o f  David? [ "He 
thinks I am a root doctor and asks whether I know how to read ! "  A note I made on 
trans cript ion when rechecking cylinder years ago . ]  An '  in readin ' dat den 
[ demons trates ] . 

( Fold your hands up over your head . )  
Uh-huh . Dat means , "My Lord , my God , has thou forsaken me ? "  Call His name 

three t imes j es t  fo ' three mo rnin ' s .  Handle ' im j es t  like yo '  kin dis hat chere 
[my hat on the tab le - see INTRODUCTION for my old b lack hat ] . 

(The boss for the j ob ? ) 
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Yes s ir .  
Tab le salt , spice - Oh Jesus ! Wait a minute ah kin call it . Ah go t  some in 

mah grip [he b rought his mediaaZ ki t ] . Ah got some stuff heah in mah pocke t ,  it 
does de s ame thing . Table salt , sp i ces , if  yo ' ain ' t got dat yo ' kin put dat on 
dat rat tlesnake mars ter an ' dat be shamed brier an ' dat works . 

Ah put chew some in a bot t le ' fore yo ' go [ leave town] , so [be cause]  I want 
chew to p rove somepin fo ' me dat dead men tell me . [ I  think he means a spirit 
has j us t  proded his memory - he now completes the pres crip tion . ] I 'm gon ' a  put 
me some salt , spice an ' oil of  cinnamon [ ing redient he had forgotten ] . 

(Oil o f  cinnamon . All right . )  
Now ,  yo ' take dat like yo ' goin '  bring success in yore place . Sprinkle some 

in de f ront - dat all comb ined - den three drops in de do ' entrance , three at de 
outer entrance an ' de b ack entrance ,  each entrance yo '  have an ' s ay ,  "Come in . "  
An '  j e s t  lak i t ' s  done , i t ' s  done - j es t  lak dat . Dat gives yo ' luck . 

We g i t  nine gold-eye needles . You unders tand dat ?  Brimstone , sulphur , gun
powdah , red peppah . Could yo ' remembah all dat?  

(Yes , I can remember it . )  
An '  othahwise write de names in a circle - [ demonstrates ] ,  like a circle 

comes right around like dis heah . 
(Like a turret - like a lantern - spiral . )  
Put dat down undah bottom of dis s tuff whut chew goin ' set dat candle afire 

an '  let it burn down to de groun ' . Nobody , no , no , nuthin will conflict wit de 
individual , don ' t  care i f  yo ' do murder [ says this "very slowly" and "imp res
sively" reads my note ] . Ah done things heah dat de law ain ' t  bo thahed me -
prove it  to yo ' .  

Yo ' ain ' t goin ' befo ' de j udge i f  yo ' do dis . Yo '  wanta git up s oon in de 
mawnin ' - allow me to s tand . 

(All righ t  • ) 
An '  yo ' walk three s tep s forwards dis way an '  three s teps b ackwards . [ He 

demons trates . ]  
(Wait ! You walk three s teps forwards , then at right angles you walk three 

s teps backwards . )  
Yes sir . Yo ' have de name o f  dat j udge if  yo ' kin git it written on a papah . 

Yo ' take dat name - ovah yore le ft  shouldah - unders t an '  me . [Difficult to 
hear - he is preparing the note with vo ice away from the microphone . ]  

(Yes , throw it  b ack over your le ft shoulder . ) 
"Go on - go . "  Well , yo ' kin go up dere - "We don ' t  find anything agains t dis 

man . "  
(You won ' t  go to the j ail when you go before the j udge? ) 
Yes sir . "Find de ' fendant not guilty . "  
Well , yo ' kin t ake three brass keys on a Bib le - proved things [ this has been 

proved true ] - put it on de Bible on dis parti c ' lar P s alms heah [ demons trates ] .  
(You have to hold the keys level . )  
Hold de Bib le level . 
All right .  Dat Psalm s ays , "Make haste , 0 God , deliver me . Make has te to 

help me , 0 Lord . "  Dat two b rass keys or one brass key layin ' on dere - hold 
it level . Yo ' can ' t keep dat key on de B ible , hold it both hands - it slip out .  
Now , aftah w�ich yo ' want ' em t o  bring dat b ack .  Yo ' know who did dat . Yo ' 
write dat name three times an '  put dat in de bottom o f  yore shoe - dat s tole dat 
from yo ' .  Yo ' go to a lit tle ole bridge - not no b ig bridge , no concrete bridge , 
lit tle ole wood b ridge an ' put it undah de no ' th cornah o f  de wood b ridge . He 
can ' t  res t - dat ' s  common , he ' ll bring it back . 

(He ' ll bring back that s tolen article . )  
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Yes sir .  
(Now you find his  name by call ing his  name when you have that key res ting on 

the Bible . When that key falls o ff , that ' s  the fellah who ' s  got it . )  
Dat ' s  de fel lah did it . Dat kills it . 
(And that ' s  the way you bring him back .  He will bring the article back . ) 
Yes sir . 
[While machine is s topped , he t alks ab ou t Doator Buz zard . ] 
(Doator Buz zard was your mother ' s  uncle? You s ay he ' s  de ad?  Well , isn ' t  his 

son carrying on his bus ines s ? ) 
No , son dead . 
(Oh , his son died , too . )  
Ah ' m  de only one doin ' de work . All mah peop le dead ' cep t mahself an '  wife 

an ' one kid . 
(And old Doator Buzzard was the best o f  them all ? )  
No t  dese ole threads dey git on de spoo ls - dem ole- timah thre ads , d em  ole 

ball th re ads . Yo ' unders tan ' me , pleas e .  Yo ' tie nine kno ts to keep anyone 
down .  Dat ' s  whut chew wanta know ' bout ? 

(Yes , that ' s  it . ) 
T ie nine knot s , call de name as yo ' tie de kno ts . Yo ' unders tand how many , 

nine ? An ' den hang it in de no 1 th co rnah o f  any home or hang it on a tree in de 
no ' th aom.ah of d8 wo:r•ld an ' he can ' t  ris e - he c an ' t  have anything , he will lose 
evah ' thing he got regardless to who he is . Don ' t care how rich he is . 

(Ties him down . )  
Yes sir , ties him down . 
(You call his name as you tie the knot s ? )  
Yes sir . 
Yo '  get de hen ' s  egg , de b lack hen ' s  egg ,  please - goin ' tuh work wit dat -

dat ' s  laid on Friday , today . Yo ' take do se eggs . Yo ' g it some o f  dat dragon ' s  
blood an ' put it  up in a pen - it ' s  red like ink , an ' eng rave [print ] de names 
on dat egg , i f  yo ' wanta run a man or woman or handle de minds o f  a man or woman ; 
handle woman wit a round egg dat hatches a pullet , an ' de long egg hat ches a 
rooster [see FACI , 2nd ed . , No . 1866 ] . An '  yo ' write de name all ovah dat egg 
j es t  fur as yo ' kin git a space to write . Take dat egg an ' carry it  to runnin ' 
watah an '  throw i t  ovahbo ' d  ovah yore left shouldah . Walk three s teps ba ckwards 
an '  three steps forwards befo ' yo ' throw it an ' cal l  dere name , "Go . " 

(Throw it over and say ,  "Go . ") 
Carry dere mind any way yo ' want i t .  Yeah an ' dey c an ' t he ' p  deys elf . Don ' t  

care who it is - how whi te or how b lack dey is - yo ' can ' t  he ' p  yo ' self . 
(Tell me about the black hen feathers . )  
Good . Burn on Friday aftahnoon right about high twelve or two- thirty - � 

unders tand me ple ase , s uh ,  an ' burn dos e feathers . Yo ' write in dose psalms -
ah ain 1 t got t ime tell yo ' al l dat . But yo ' writin ' dose  Psalms , "By S t .  Peter , 
St .  P aul , de good Lord dat saves us all" - anything yo ' wanta do wit a pers on , 
de mind o f  a pers on - anything yo ' wanta do - an ' burn . nuthin but dose feathahs 
an ' dat smoke - dat little pie ce of wri tin ' put it in dat an ' burn dat - yo ' kin 
light it an ' put it in de feathahs - de feathahs will burn up - put a lit tle 
pi�ch of brimstone . Do yo ' know whut Hearts Perfume is ? 

(Yes . )  
Put a litt le b i t  o f  dat an '  dat ' ll burn ' em down to a lit tle ole crack 

[ s tack? = p ile ] . Take de lit tle c rack an '  dry it up an '  put it in a papah , like 
dat [demons trates ] an ' keep it an ' turn i t  [ ashes ] loos e when de wind ' s  b lowip ' 
wes t - carry dey minds anyway - yo ' wanta carry ' em - don ' t  care whose dey are -
don ' t  care whose in trouble - don ' t  care who yo ' t ryin ' tuh help - guarantee yo ' 
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service . 
Yo ' remembah a b ird dey call de mockin ' bird - de free b ird dat sing s - nobody 

kills him - nobody wants him - he ' s not good fo ' anything - but only hear his 
beautiful song in dere - dat ' s  a blessed one from God . 

De ole buzzard - de ole man dat takes care of creation - cleans up de land -
cleans up all de filth and everything - and take care of all situations in every 
form - he take de filthies t carrions dat he kin put his mouth on - anything . 
Yo '  take de ole buzzard ' s aig . Ah 've done dat . Yo ' tetch i t  fo ' nine mo rnin ' s ,  
it ' ll crack aftah de ninth mornin ' ; an ' whos evah name yo ' call , wanta put on a 
bad affliction without givin ' ' em  anything or kill  ' im  - don ' t  tetch it  fo ' nine 
mornin ' s unless yo ' wan ted to kill h im .  Yo ' tet ch i t  nine mornin ' s an f call his 
name . Don ' t  speak to nobody , don ' t  drink no water or eat nuthin . Tetch it fo ' 
nine mo rnin ' s  an '  call his name lak dat .  When yo ' tetch it it  cracks . He ' s  gone 
to  de graveyard [ said very solemnly ] . 

(That puts him in the grave by touching this buzzard ' s  egg . )  
Yes sir , tetchin ' .  
Buz zards don ' t  lay but five aigs - have five lit tle white buzzards . Yo ' kin 

git dem - i f  yo ' work fo ' [ against ]  a man an ' try to put a man away , git  de long 
aigs ; wanta put a woman ' way ,  git de round aig . Dat hatches a hen buzzard , de 
round aig , j e s t  lak de round aig hatches a hen chicken ; an '  de long aig hatches 
a roos ter buzzard . Git dat an '  tetch it fo ' nine mornin ' s . Don ' t tetch it only 
in mornin ' - nine mornin ' s  ' fore yo ' speak to anybody or break yore fas t - mean 
b reak yore fast from meat  or drink , an ' tet ch it . Call de name of de individual , 
yo ' unders tand me please , s ir . Jes t as sure as yo ' writin ' me a lett ah - he 
went . De ole man ,  he died . 

(He ' s  gone . )  
Gone - shore he ' s  gone . 
[ We re turn to the mockingb ird . ] 
When he sing in de early spring an '  lay - he don ' t lay but fo ' aig s . 
(This mockingbird? ) 
Yes sir . He don ' t lay but fo ' aigs . When he sing in de early spring , he lay 

but three aig s . We ll , it be about two or three days ' fore he lay dat las t  aig 
befo ' he go to sit , an '  dat egg got a dif f ' rent colo r to de others . Yo ' git dat 
aig - allow me to s tand - break dat egg an ' i f  yo ' have any alcohol , any Heart 
PePjUme , put it in dere an ' petrify dat egg . T ake dat al cohol from dat egg an '  
rub yore hands an ' yo ' sel f  [ demons trates ] .  

(Rub it  all over your hands and all around your body . ) 
Dat aig done cooked , dat alcohol done cooked it . Yo ' j e s t  git  it  an ' s crape 

dose . "De Lord is mah shepherd an ' ah shall no t want . "  Go any place yo ' please ;  
anything yo ' wanta t ry  yo ' won ' t  have a bit o f  troub le . Yo ' influence yo ' sel f 
all ovah town wit whi te an ' colored regardless o f who dey are . Ah have , sub . 
Ah brought mah bottle wit me , ah have s ome o f  dat right heah . 

(What have you in that bottle? ) 
Dat [he points into bottle ]  rattlesnake mars tah an '  dat be shamed bPieP. 
(Be shamed bPieP. ) 
[ For rattlesnake mas ter , see p . 634 f . ; for shame brier , p . 646£ . ] 
Dat ' s  whut yo ' git an '  carry some long wit yo ' ,  an '  den yo ' will g o long [way]  

an '  t ravelinP, influencin ' among people - gainin ' de influence o f  people . De 
maj ority o f  de bes t sources [possib le patients ] in town yo ' kin handle dem yore 
way - tell dem dis man is very wondahful - go an ' see him [Who ?  Himsel f ! ]  - � 
an '  have a t alk wit him , an ' den yo ' kin go righ t  on off . [He is a specialis t ,  
I a mere genePaZ pPactitioneP - a drummer up o f  trade for him ! ] 

Go down in de ground [at  an ant ho le ] an ' remove de dirt an '  dif f ' rent parts . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi t chcraft - Rootwork - 1607 

Some t ime yo ' s ee ' em  f illed out of  [ full o f ] young ants - ole white young ants . 
When dose first white young ants g ittin ' on a bone , yo ' undahs tand me , yo ' kin 
take nine of dose ants an ' dragon blood an '  put dem in anybody ' s  body dat chew 
want wit dis dragon blood . Git de b lood from a young dove - anybody [ wil l ]  kill 
yo ' a dove , an ' let ' em git dat b lood from his body bef o ' he goes cold . A frog 
is �o t  one drop o f  b lood right undah heah [ demonstrates on himself ] .  

Under his chin . )  
Yes sir . An '  yo ' kin hang him by his heels an ' cut dat an '  dat ' ll drop out 

on de drop , put dat togethah . Anywhere yo ' wanta - allow me to s tand - do any
body an inj ury or p lant somethin ' on de ground fo ' ' em  to come ovah and dat ' ll 
ket ch ' em - an '  fix ' em up any form dat yo ' kin - git hold of dem in dat s itua
t ion [ demons trates ] ,  

(Make a cross . )  
Put it right in dat cross - call his name [ difficult to unders tand becaus e he 

is demons trat ing] . 
(Put all that s tuff right in the center of  that cross . )  
An ' call his name three times . "God de Father , Son and Holy Spirit . Amen . " 

An '  de third t ime he answer , he can ' t  git  ovah dat . Put dat in dat cros s . Dere 
one cross ovah heah an '  here ' s  one . 

(That will  cripp le him ? )  
Cripple him . 
Yo ' learn dis lady ' s  name yo ' unders t and .  Take a pin - yo ' don ' t  have to git 

but a lit tle b i t  - mah fingahnail is long - see , pick d�t fingah dere till de 
blood come . 

(That middle finger on the lef t  hand? ) 
Dat middle fingah on de le ft  hand . [ "Voice very low" here and following . ]  

Yo ' take a ink pin an '  draw dat b lood in dere . Git  a lit tle ole small pie p an 
wri te dere name on dere three ttmes - write it dat way in all fo ' cornahs of de 
world, dat ' s  calling ' em ev ' ry  whi chaway . An '  bo ' a hole through de pan an ' turn 
it down f ace foremos t  like dat [ demons trates ] between de mattress an ' de springs 
dere , righ t dere . An ' de individuals dat lie in dat bed - don ' t  lie in dat bed 
let de husband lie in dat b ed - don ' t  have to s ay nary a word - don ' t  ask dere 
parents - don ' t  ask anyb ody - dey can ' t he ' p  demself - coming . 

( Coming right there - j us t  as long as you write those  names in the shape of  a 
cros s there in the four corners of the earth . I see - make a circle , then you 
quarter it . Write the names up and down those lines . )  

Ah go t people round heah ah do dat fo ' . 
[ "Claps hands almos t continually" - no te made on trans cript ion page years ago 

when I was checking i t  against the cylinde r . ] 
(They ' ve gotta come back . )  
Yes sir , can ' t  help deyself .  Don ' t  care i f  dere parents is somebody an '  got  

money , dey can ' t  res t , dey can ' t  s leep , dey won ' t  be satis fied , won ' t be comfort
able , no way tub do until - den dey enter to ' em cryin ' wit dere arms of  love 
around ' em .  Dat ' ll do it , such - guarantee dat ' ll do it . 

See right chere on de top of  a dog ' s  head , right heah - litt le ole cur . T ake 
a s cissors an ' cut j es t  whut chew kin hol ' up lak dat - j es t  a lit tle bit , t iny 
b i t  like dat - an '  de end of  de eat ' s  tail . Don ' t  git  it out de top o f  eat ' s 
ha\d .  Allow me to stand so I kin show you once , [ then] yo u unders tand . Cut dat 
way a lit tle p iece , an ' cut dataway - j es t  a cross in it . 

(You cut it o f f  in the form of a cros s ? ) 
Yes s ir .  
(You cut a lit tle bit  off  the tail one way and then you j u s t  cross i t  up the 

othe r way. ) 
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Yes sir - like a cros sro ad . Yo ' t ake dat an '  mix it  togethah . Now whut chew 
want a do? Do yo ' wanta make peace or  b reak peace or wanta have a fight - let 
somebo dy go into a bat tle , whi te or colo red .  If yo ' want ' em to go into a b at
tle , git  some gunpowdah - unders tand me ,  please - red peppah , cayenne peppah -
hot . Mix dat t ogethah an ' j est  a little bit of graveyard dirt - j est a little 
bit - an ' put it in dere , "By S t . Peter an '  St . Paul , de good Lo rd dat sees us 
all . "  Anywhe re round ab out where he go in - if it ' s  in town ,  he kin put it  up 
dere at dat s tore . Dat guy [walks over that going ] into dat store , dat man ' ll 
bus t his brains out . If he can ' t ,  if he in his own home , his wife wi ll kill him 
if she kin or he ' ll kill her - life an ' death s crape up [ claps ] . Dat ' s  all yo ' 
gotta do . 

I f  yo ' want a make peace wit ' em afterwards , j es t  go an '  git dat o le be shamed 
brier root an ' t ake dat an ' dat ole - leave [ leaf ] dat grow up , you ' ve he ard o f 
dat haven ' t you? [ He returns to the shame brier - if you touch it the leaves 
fold up . ]  You git dis same rattlesnake mars tah ah was tellin ' yo ' , an ' dis same 
al cohol [ you can hear him tapping on the bot tle held in his hand ] , po ' in a vial , 
an ' te ll he r g o  an ' sprinkle it round dere do ' , in each cornah of  de rooms of de 
home on de south side ev ' ry time . 

[ "Voice very low and not unders tandable but my annotation g ives the sub s tance 
o f  what he does and s ays " - note on t ranscription sheet . ]  

(As you say that P s alm , you po int to each co rner - turning around pointing to 
each corner . ) 

Yes s ir . 
(Be turning around pointing to each corner - sprinkle some in each corner as 

you say that P salm . ) 
I t ' s  gone when yo ' git  back heah . 
(When you ge t back to the so uth corner , why it ' s  gone . )  
Twenty- fo ' hours a ftah dat , dose peop le will be j es t  as happy , j es t  as happy 

an '  g lad - pay yo ' any kind of money fo ' de work . 
Call de individual ' s  name - now , y o '  wanta run him of f , yo ' want a break peace 

or yo ' wanta make peace . Have him in wat ah j es t  a quartah o f  an inch - under
stand me , please . Now when he ' s  in wat ah a quartah of an inch , he j es t  put his 
laigs out an ' dr aw ' em b ack in - he ' ll crawl into dat hous e dere fo ' years -
right under de s teps dere - no wat ah , no eat , no nuthin an '  he won ' t  die eith ah .  
Dat snail wil l  crawl in de re - git two - dey ' ll feed of f one anothah , dey ' ll 
crawl up one anothah till one or de o thah one of ' em die - whi chevah one git de 
st rength of ' em .  [ One snail then has the s treng th of two . ]  Use dose snails . 
Take dis individual ' s  name an ' write one , two , three straight lines , an '  throw 
' em  anyway - yo ' ain ' t gotta be in de hous e - den thr ow it east , wes t , no ' th an '  
south , an '  yo ' pick dat same paper up an ' throw it south . He gone down - he 
can ' t  do good no mo ' - his p owah is taken away from him - he won ' t have any 
supernatural powah , can ' t  us e any powah - no one els e can us e any powah to help 
him . An '  dere he goes - when de ole mammy snail dies , dat ' ll be las t  o f  him . 

I f  yo ' don ' t wanta kill him , j est pick it from dere an ' come back heah 
[ demonstrating ] all fo ' cornahs of de world - come back here , take dat an ' remove 
it - carry it into a diff ' rent country an '  throw it to de eas t . 

(You [ pret end to ] th row i t  in each direction and then finally throw it in the 
eas t . )  

Don ' t wanta kill a man - j e s t  wanta keep him dOwn ,  lingering , in re lapidated 
condition - failure of health - no mo '  good in de world . 

(You don ' t  use that snail with that paper any way - the snail is j us t  crawling 
around underneath the hous e . ) 

Yo ' get a snail , understand me - yo ' ketch dose two snails an ' yo ' t ake dat 
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paper an ' write de name . Yo ' separate dose  snails on de t able like dat . Dey 
will crawl off yo ' unders tand . One ' s  gone one way an ' one anothah , an ' when dey 
goes dat way regardless of whe re yo '  put ' em  in dere , yo '  know , yo ' unders t and 
me now . Yo '  first put one dere , den dere , dere an ' dere an '  den go b ack an ' get 
dis p aper , but yo ' really ain ' t  gotta put de snail in dere - dey goin ' . 

(You write the name on this square piece of p ape r . You fold i t  once and then 
you fold i t  again , then you keep folding it to you . )  

Coming back t o  you .  
(Then you throw i t  in thes e four co rners . )  
[ Here ends a comp li cated rite wi th snai ls having a compli cated b iology . ]  
I t a gift of mine . 
(Tell me some thing ab out yoursel f - how you work . )  
But chew had to learn dis - yo ' supposed to fas t - g o in seprit [ se cret ] in a 

room like dis heah , in silam ' [ silence ] to yo ' self - don ' t  eat nor drink for one 
whole day , on Friday , today - dis day on Friday . Don ' t  speak to nobody - come in 
from de chambers o f  rest - git into yore rooms - shet an ' lock de do ' in silen ' , 
makin ' a prayer to God , givin ' up s acrifice as a burnt offering to God - yore 
whole life . Blessed wit whut chew have - pleased tub do it - want chew to b less 
me to do it . An '  dat wit de bless ing of God yo ' kin do anything yo ' wanta do . 
Ah kin take a de ck o f  cards an ' tell a person anything in de world [ Cf. Do atoP 
Lindsay , p . 933 , title quotation] . I kin take di s b o t tle . 

(How old were you when you began to do this kind o f  work? ) 
Twelve years old . 
(Did somebody in your family do i t  befo re you? ) 
Yes suh - ole Do a Martin [was ) mah uncle , mah mothah ' s  brothah [was ] Do a 

Buz zard . Yo ' nevah he ar tell of him? 
(In Beaufort , South C arol ina? ) 
Dat ' s  it . Yo ' can ' t  [ s ee ]  de sign o f  de ale home - ole stump s  ro tt in ' dat he 

used to sit on , de ole chinaberry tree ' neath wh ich he sot fron t o f de do ' - al l 
gone - no s ign of it ' tal l .  Mah mo thah ' s  daid - all o f  mah people .  

( Some interest ing experience you have had in your line o f  work , some particu
lar case - these cases are j us t  ordinary . Give me a case history you know ,  � 
dif ficult case you have had - wha t  happened to them and how you handled it . I t  
would b e  very interes ting I think . ) 

Listen - like yo ' d find a person dat had rheumatism , rheumatic p ains - � 
unders tand me , please . Yo ' got a person dat got rheumatic p ains , read de 2 3rd 
P salms - g it on yore knees , rub with yore h ands care fully . As t  [ ask] , "To do 
Yore will an ' not mine , if  it is Yore holy wil l . " Take yore h an '  an ' put where 
dis evah p ain is . Absolutely will cause anybo dy - up heah [ points to head ] dat ' s  
got  a pain in dere haid or any thing . No wo rry to me . Ah ain ' t got nuth in [ to ]  
put on ' em ' cept mah han ' s .  

Go to  anybody wit han ' s  wit supernatural powah - dat crippled , hurt , b een down 
fo ' years an ' haven ' t  been able tub walk - goin ' soon in de mo rnin ' j e st soon as 
dey kin even realize deyself awaken - git  on yo '  knees - don ' t pray Our [ Father] , 

, a secret p rayer to God , "Take care o f  dis individual in Yore Holy Name , dear 
Jesus . Ah ask fo ' Jesus s ake . "  An '  dat sub [ claps ] - if yo ' don ' t  git results  
ah hope tub die . God has somethin ' to  do  wit  evah ' th in ' . 

• (His natuPe is taken away from him? A woman has tied him up ? ) 
Very easy to h andle . A runnin ' s tream - very seldom yo ' ll find a b ranch dat 

goes b ack up like S t . Johns River is goin ' back dat way . [He has heard o f  water 
running b ackwards in a S t . John Rive r ( Revers ible Falls at the Bay of  Fundy -
my wife and I were there in 1932 ) , but I think he transfers it to S t .  John ' s  
River in Florida . ] Well , yo ' take mayb e some time yo ' go to dat s tream of watah 
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an '  git a quill , i f  yo ' kin push a hole through it . 
de bottom o f  dat s t re am ,  let it be slimy , like on de 
de watah . Let de fellah come up in dat - don ' t  care 
come dere - let him j es t  s trip hisself nine mornings 

(He rub s hims elf out that way . )  
Yes sir . 

An ' de watah yo ' suck from 
fish when yo ' pul l him outa 
how cold de watah is whut 
lak dat . I t  all gone . 

(For nine mornings . But he has to find a stream whe re the water runs uphill . 
And he puts a quill down and sucks some o f  thi s  water up ? )  

Yes s i r ,  dat ' ll hol ' - den spit it in de bottle an ' carry it on to 
Ah cure lot of people like dat - dere old and pet er gone dead on dem . 
have to s trip dat fo ' nine mornin ' s  ' fore it be same as hull ' s  horn . 
antee you , sub . 

de house . 
He won ' t  

Ah guar-

(Well , how does a woman tie a man up like that? How does he ge t tied up that 
way? ) 

To get him whe re he lose  his nature ? 
Firs t o f  de month when she has her perio d - at dat p a ' t ic ' lar time she has her 

period , she save some o f  dat in a bo tt le [ claps ]  an ' cover i t  up tight [ claps ] , 
gits a towel - a dry towel an ' put dat nature in fo ' cornahs o f  it . Nat chly she 
goin ' wipe him wit dat when him an ' her have an int ah course - she goin ' wipe him 
wit dat towel . She goin ' t ake dat towel - if his (fluid) [ trans criber ' s  comment ] 
don ' t  come out , she press dat othah out ,  take two drops o f  her blood to one drop 
o f  his - she goin ' pull s ome of dat j elly-looking . Well , dat ties him up fo 1 
diff ' rent fo rms . Den she goin ' put dat in de no ' th cornah of de house or in de 
no ' th cornah of her bed - up yonder on de bed , see . Well , he can ' t  raise a heart 
fo ' no woman to save his life . 

( She wipes him off after she gets some o f  his on there , and she will fold that 
towel - fold it four di fferent ways . And that [ running backwards ] wat er will 
t ake that spell . )  

[Machine was stopped to ask a question . ]  
No , yo ' don ' t  have to kill ' em .  
( I s  there some way of . getting them apart ? )  
Well , let me show yo ' what a chance it is gittin '  dem apar t . Whut s ti cks dem 

togethah is de livah from a p!'oudin ' - from a proudin ' gyp dog , livah from a 
p!'oudin ' gyp dog , compounded in a powdah , an ' take dat powdah . [Gyp • a female 
dog . ] De man kin fool h is wife an '  t ake dat powdah - de man kin fool his wife 
an ' t ake dat towel an ' wipe his self wit it - wipe dat wi fe . Whut he wipe wit 
hissel f - don ' t  wipe wit dat hisself but wipe dat wife wit dat . An '  if  a man go 
to her , he line to he r like a dog .  

An '  whut take s ' em loose , yo ' gotta g it dat lit tle watah de gyp drops when she 
star t  to proudin ' - j e s t  g it  dat on a towel or pocket han ' chief an ' go dere an ' 
j es t  wipe on each side o f  her . Dey come o f f . Dey ' s all right . 

Yo ' kin play de devil aroun ' he ah in pre f ' rence [ i f you prefer to choose ]  
quicker dan yo ' git  servi ce [ acquire power ] i n  any o thah place . Dat ' s  got life . 

(That fireplace? )  
Yes sir . I t ' s  got mo ' powah in dat fiahplace an '  aroun ' abou t  dat fiahplace . 

Dere is fiah . Your watah impres s  [repress ]  dat fiah all right , but fiah has 
mighty powah [he says this "impress ive ly" ] .  Fiah prevides de s team heat to de 
watah - i t  prevides steam an ' it rolls de train toward [ forward ] , for de cars 
transform [ spread ove r ]  de land in evah whi ch  way . I ain ' t time to explain it , 
even if i t  fit to  tell you .  [The good docto!' is down- te l ling me . ] 

In de mornin ' soon , git yah one live coal from dat fiah an ' g ive a fellah a 
match . Yo ' take and b reak it off  an 1 give him hal f  o f  it  - give him de fiah 
part an '  yo ' take de match part o f  it . Now ah wanta show yo ' [ cylinder changed ] .  
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Take dat match s tem an ' light it from anothah match an ' let it  burn until it 
turns ovah - it ' ll turn ovah j es t  lak dat [ demonstrates ] . Den when dat turns 
ovah , yo '  compound it in yore hands [he rubs his hands ] . Now , dere fus sin ' 
round about yore fiahplace , where dey be  d isagreeab le an ' can ' t  stand each othah 
in dere presence . Take it an '  (blow) [ trans criber ' s comment about a very audible 
sound] eas t , wes t , no ' th ,  s outh . Blow yore . 

(You b low i t  in four directions - that dust . )  
Yes s ir . "Go yo ' way , can ' t  agree . "  Now , yo ' kin go back dere aftah yo ' do 

dat . 
(When you can ' t  agree you b low that in each direction . )  
Uh-hum . Now yo ' go b ack de re , yo ' gott a git one o f dem live coals from dere , 

from de fiah - j es t  lak dat fiah dere [points to the fire in the grate ] . Git  one 
dem live coals from dere [ we were burning pine which cracked throughout the 
interview]  an ' care i t - if yo ' can ' t  git  to a cemetery , care it to where you 
find one dem ole black frogs dat hops on de ground like dat [he hops ] - his 
tongue is cool as i ce . Roll dat coal towards him an '  he ' ll swallow it  an '  dat ' ll 
break it all up . 

(That ' s  if  you want to res tore peace in the house . )  
Yes sir . Yes sir . 
I f yo ' can [ get a black frog ] , yo ' care it  to a cemete ry ; [ if ] it ' s  dead when 

yo ' git to de cemetery , care it to de rivah . [Here he demonst rates while I 
annotate . ] "Go back from hence [whence ]  yo ' comin ' • " 

(You throw that dead frog over your lef t  shoulder and s ay ,  "Go back from 
whence yo ' comin ' • " )  

F rom whence yo ' comin ' . Dat ' ll settle it . 
(Restores peace in the family . )  
(Well , now i f  something has been buried around the house . I f  s omebody has 

something buried around the house , is there any way of  finding it  or do you j us t  
see i t  - they put i t  where I can see it ? )  

No ,  yo ' kin find it . Yo ' kin close yore eyes an '  see i t  or yo ' kin t ake a 
deck o f  cards . 

(Or you run your cards to find it . )  
Yo ' ain ' t got any cards ? 
(No , I haven ' t  any cards . )  
[ See INTRODUCTION why I had no cards . ]  
Well , yo '  kin close yore eyes , j es '  individual [ demons trates ] .  
(Lock your hands over the top o f  your head . )  
Yes sir . Dat ' s  it - begg ing Go d fo ' b lessin ' an ' circlin ' dis room heah -

wanta go ovah yondah and find whut is ' s turbin ' dos e  people ovah dere - cause 
dem dey can ' t have no peace - whut it  migh t be or whut it ' s  do in ' . Who is dat 
who a enemy to dem . I t  will reveal yo ' - come to yo ' j es '  lak ah 'm lookin ' at 
dis [ demons trates ] . 

(Gazing at the [ imag inary] cards . ) 
I t  come to yo ' j is '  like dat . Yo ' kin go right straight - use some dis 

powdah . Ah give yo ' s ome ' fore yo ' go . [ Rub s powder on his hands . ]  Send dem 
to find it . Go search dis part o f  yore house an ' yo ' ll find a package dere tied 
such an ' such a way in a bo t tle dat ' s  half s topped .  I t ' s  got about a quartah o f  
a �nch o f  de stoppah in i t  an '  de s toppah i s  split three ways , wit a trench spli t 
in it . "Go out dere an ' git it , " [he s ays to p atient ] .  

Dey go out dere an ' git it - say , "Yes , heah ' tis . " 
(End of  112 3 .  A Doato� Stone - a man who seemed to know a great deal and to 

know it well . But he talked so low and so rapidly that I 'm no t  certain whether 
I have this down well or  not . )  
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WIFE OF DOCTOR INTERVIEWED LATER 

ANYTHING YOU WANTA ORDER IN "SPIRITUAL WORK" 
YOU KIN GIT IT FROM NEW ORLEANS 

DAT STAR IN DERE SUPPOSED TO BE "DE GUIDING STAR" 

DIS "DEVIL ' S SNUFF" IT GROWS WHERE ' S IT 'S  DAMP 
WHERE DEBE TOADS WHUT HA VE A STOOL - DEY CALL 'EM TOADSTOOLS 

ST . PETERSBURG , FLORIDA 

[ As  I have said somewhere , a doator usually sends someone to inves t igate me 
be fo re he or she will app ear in person.  Informant 1045 is the wife o f  a doator ,  
informant 105 3 , who came to  see me later , though his  interview has already been 
given under PUBLICITY AND HEALING on page 1236 . Here is an opportunity to com
pare material o f  husband and wife - hers on cylinders Cll4 : 8-Cl20 : 2  = 1695-1701 . )  

At twelve a ' clock at nigh t , i f  you wanta b e  goo d - if you wanta ' complish 
somethin ' dat ' s  good , yo ' go to de four cornahs of de earth - not de fo ' cor
nabs , I mean de fo ' ks o f  de road . Yo ' go alone by yoreself . Yo ' have certain 
things to say .  Now , s ome o f  de things I don ' t  know zactly what it is , but chew 
t ake a ole shoe sole with yo ' .  But yo ' ho ld dat shoe sole in de right hand fo ' 
goo d . Dere ' ll b e  a white man come to yo ' - dat ' s  a good spi rit .  You throw dat 
shoe sole an '  he ket ch i t .  Yo ' turn around an '  come b ack home . Fo r b ad ,  yo ' go 
to de fo ' ks o f  de road , carry yore shoe - ole shoe sole in de yore le ft hand , in 
de palm of  yore hand j es '  as close  as yo ' kin git i t ,  an '  you have certain words 
to say , an ' den a white man will come firs t ,  but yo ' won ' t  throw ' im  dat . I t ' s  
a lit tle dark-skinned man , he ' ll come . Well ,  dat ' s de evil spirit . All right , 
yo ' throw ' im dat shoe s ole . Throw de shoe sole an ' he ' ll ket ch it , an ' yo ' go 
on back [home ] , an ' yo ' ll be  ab le to ' complish anything you wanta do by bad - in 
meanness o r  bad . An ' in good , dis white man , yo ' ll be ab le to ' complish i t  cause 
he ' s  yore spirit - he ' s  yo re good spiri t .  An '  dis dark-skinned man is de b ad 
spirit . 

(What time did you say you go out there? ) 
You go out dere j es '  when yo ' wanta come - j es ' one time . 
(Any particular time o f  the day ? )  
No , at night - twelve a t  night . Be dere at twelve a ' clo ck .  
(Do you take the inside sole o f  either shoe when you d o  this ? )  
No , yo ' kin take de outs ide j es ' since yo ' have de sole o f  the shoe - eithah 

shoe yo ' want . 
All righ t , if  you wanta do good - yo ' wanta turn dis evil spiri t away . I t ' s  

diff ' rent evil spirit s dat dey have , yo ' know , an ' yo ' wanted to turn dat away , 
yo ' get chew a Bible . Read de 2 5th Ps alms , read fer ten [ nine? ] mornin ' s .  You 
read at twel;e at night - nine in de mornin ' , twelve in de afternoon an '  twelve 
at night . You burn a white  candle on it . Den you s ay de Lord ' s  Prayer an ' den 
you take up de 9 7 th Psalms . Den you got dem overpowahed by de Ps alms . 

(That is , if s omeone is trying to  do harm to you , you do all this . )  
I f  yo ' had a wife an '  yo ' want chure wife to s tay home - all right , yo ' take 

yore f ingahnails . Yo ' wash yore fing ahnails good , trim ' em .  T akes yore toenails 
an ' yo ' t rim dem . An '  on de bottom o f  yore - yo '  know you have a white some thin ' 
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sometime when dere s cab s on de bot tom of yore feet . All right , yo ' take dem an '  
yo ' put ' em inside o f  de s tove an ' yo '  parch ' em  up . [ Put them ]  all right in 
[ the ] food , if yo ' cookin ' greens or yo ' cookin ' bread yo ' j es '  t ake an ' dus t dat 
into  de food - see , take yore han ' an ' dus t dat into de food , s ee . Den yo ' ask 
dem - yo ' call de name three t imes by de full name an ' ask ' im  to s tay home an '  
do good instead o f  bad .  An ' yo ' have ' em  ' complished  by dat . 

Dat ' s  de only way yo ' kin do dat , see . Yo ' kin t ake livah , s ay i f  yo ' wanted 
to fry dat livah , an ' steam dat livah . 

Well , fo ' a woman , i f  she evah had any kids , s ee , she takes ten drops o f  milk 
from de left breast an ' she takes one and a hal f drop from her right b reas t , an ' 
she mixes i t  up with dat livah . She puts , she takes salt - she j es '  dampen her 
tongue , de t ip of her fingah in s alt - put it inside of her eyes . When she get 
de water out a her eyes , she take dat - she takes two teaspoons o f  water out o f  
he r eyes . Take de gum outa each e ar - j est a p inch o f  gum outa each ear . She 
makes a pas te out a dat an '  she fries dat in black peppah an ' s alt . Dat ' s  it . 

(What kind of  liver does she use ? ) 
Beef l ivah - uh-huh , de one yo ' fry .  
(And what does she do after she fries this liver . )  
Den whos omever eats it , see dat ' s  de one she have ' complished . See , dat 

prob ' b ly will be her husband . 
(That ' s  to make h im  love her or hold him . )  
Dat to hold ' im ,  see , an ' make go from b ad ,  i f  he ' s  got  �nothah woman on de 

house . I f  he s lips around to her house an ' she ' s  got ' im , an ' [ then ]  she [wi fe ] 
messes de othah woman up too , o f  course .  

Yo ' take yo '  some sulphur an ' yo ' put it on a top [ tin lid ] an '  s et it in de 
fo ' cornahs o f  de room an '  burn dat sulphur . Read de 5 2nd Ps alms ,  de 23rd P s alms 
an ' yo ' read de 5th Psalms , an ' yo ' ·ask to be 'CO:mplished in dat house as fo ' 
yore plans t o  go out . Den yo ' git on yore knees an '  yo ' prays - hold yore hands 
toward de sun an ' kneel in prayer an ' ask fo ' dat house to be rent ed , an ' it will 
' complish very much . 

Take red p appah ,  devi l  Zye an ' yo '  j es '  take an ' yo ' cut hole in dat mattress 
an ' sprinkle it in de mat tress , an ' den yo '  read - no yo ' don ' t  read de Psalms . 
You say s - write de name nine times [ demonstrates ] .  Yo ' wri te it cros s dis way 
nine , dat way nine , make yo ' X-like cross , uh-huh . All right , yo ' put dat in 
dere , an '  on each side , ins ide de mattress , s ee .  In each fo '  cornahs of dat 
pie ce o f  papah , yo ' say , "To de devil yo ' go - move - to de devil yo ' go . "  See , 
j es '  write dat j es '  straight up an ' down on each s ide an ' stick dat in dere with 
dat devi Z Zye an ' de red peppah . See . An '  dey ' ll go - g uarantee dey will . 

(That will move them out o f  the house . )  
Well , i f  you are in dis room - now , de only way dat dey could do dat .  Take 

yo ' a white arayo Za. 
(A white what ? )  
CrayoZa - dat ' s  a crayon dat dey us e on blackboards . Yo ' makes a cross  an ' 

yo ' make it j es '  dis way [ demons trates ] .  See , an '  make a line dat way ; see , 
make a line dat way an ' den up dat way . See . 

(Like an "X" • ) 
.Uh-huh , j es '  like an ' "X" - see . An ' den yo ' put dere - you have d is salt

petah an '  yo ' take saltpetah an ' yo ' take dis devi Z 's snuff [ see Zate r ]  an ' mix 
it  togethah an ' yo ' throw i t  [demonstrates ] .  Jes ' turn yo re b ack an ' throw i t  to 
de b ack of yo ' , j es ' across de bed-like , see , at de set ting of de sun , j e s ' cross 
it . See , like dat . No one in de world will nevah have no good luck in dat room 
nor de house . 

(That ' s crossing up that room . ) 
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A woman to do dat . Uh-huh , she takes de b lood from de bottom section of her 
body .  She cooks dat in any meat or put it in co ffee - j es '  where it won ' t  show , 
see . An '  den she gits dis co ffee - puts it in cream , yo ' know any kind of cream 
an '  steeps , yo '  know j es ' let it s teep until he come home . Yo ' peels a I rish 
potato an '  yo ' puts it in watah , an ' j es ' as dat Irish potato  beg ins to boil , � 
start to readin ' de 94th Psalms and dey will change . An '  dat poison de mind o f  
dis person . Dey can ' t g o  an ' dey j es ' don ' t  know whut to do . Dey j e s ' can ' t go 
any place an '  when dey ge t to work dey have to drif t .  Dey come b ack before dey 
get dere an ' dey g et sick .  An '  dat carries ' em  on down from si ckness until death 
b reaks dem up . 

(You mean a woman does this to a man .  Doesn ' t she ?  With her monthly blood . )  
A woman do ' s  dat to a man - yes , dat ' s it . 
Yo ' know red p eppah ' s  good fo ' anything . Yo ' kin do any kind o f  harm with red 

pepp ah an '  with sulphur - g ood an' b ad .  
I f  yo ' had a shoe on an '  yo ' walk in de sand ,  quite naturally yo ' know ,  yo ' ll 

git a little sand inside o f  dat shoe . All righ t ,  yo ' know yo ' goin ' git sand in 
yo ' shoe an '  also in yo re sock .  Well , when yo ' go home , well you migh t change 
yore shoes - work shoes - say yo ' ll go out s ome p lace . 

Why dis woman she s teals de sand out o f  yore shoe , put ' s  it in de left palm 
of her hand - takes it out o f  yore sock in de left palm o f  her hand . She gits a 
undahshirt ,  she gits a undahshirt an ' she st rips dat undahshirt into shoes trings
like - into 13 s trips , see . Well , she take j es ' in de middle part of dat where 
it ' s  supposed to go toward yore heart , goes down in de front of it  by yore heart , 
down to de lowah section o f  yore body .  She t ies dat into 13 knots wi th da t sul
phur an '  dat red peppah an '  de s and out of yore shoe ; mixes dat up an ' sprinkles 
dat inside of e ach knot . See , yore footstep , de least b i t - a pinch in each 
knot , an ' tie it 13 t imes . Put it undahneath yo re doorstep , see . An '  yo ' ll 
walk , walk , walk until yo ' j es '  walk - yo ' can ' t  be  contented nowhere yo ' go . 
I f  you go to dis place today ,  yo ' s top heah , an ' yo ' have to leave den - you 
have to walk away . 

(That is to send you away . )  
Uh-huh , yo ' can ' t  work,  yo ' can ' t  eat , yo ' can ' t do anything - j es t  walk all 

de time . Yo ' can ' t  stop . 
A man kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' , rip it up nine times , tie it in nine knots , 

an '  carry it to runnin ' wate r an ' throw it goin ' up de stream , an '  dat sends her 
away easily , cause s and ' s  go in ' b e  in de woman ' sock an ' also de s tain of de shoe 
is goin ' to be in dat woman ' s  sock - sto ckin ' . Jis ' throw it goin ' up de s tream 
an ' she walks away . 

(Does he throw it looking at the stream? ) 
Yeah , yo ' throw it up de stream , but yo ' don ' t  look at it yoreself ; yo ' turns 

yore b ack ,  see , an '  yo ' throws it . Yo ' turns yo re back an ' walks away from it . 
Dat drifts her . An ' yo ' come on b ack . 

Now ,  s ay ,  i f  yo ' wanted to be a fortunetel lah . In de mornin ' ab out fo ' 
thirty , git chew a sheet or somethin ' dark dat kin covah ovah , yo '  see , an '  yo ' 
set yore head bendin ' . Put a b lue candle on one side and a red candle on de 
othah . Den yo ' repeats de 23rd Ps alms nine times , jes ' as yo ' hear de first cock 
crows in de �min ' ' fore five ' clock . Yo ' go out to de east an ' folds yore arms 
an ' look at de last star [ as ]  it s ets down in de eas t - de brightes t s t ar in de 
eas t - an '  yo ' turn an '  yo ' kneels .  As zhoo turn yore b ack to dat star , � 
kneels an ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer . Den yo ' get up an ' go  b ack in bed an '  yo ' 
' complish anythin ' by doin ' dat , see - anythin ' dat chew wish to do good by read
in ' people ' s fortunes . You ' comp lish dat right away .  

(Now , you put this sheet over your body while you are bending over? ) 
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Uh-huh . 
(What colo r was that sheet , you say? ) 
Whi te . Take dat sheet - have a blue candle on one side and de red on de othah 

side . Repeat de 2 3rd Psalm three t imes . 
Fo r a woman if she wanted to go out at night , she takes de pants dat she ' s  

been wearin ' all day an ' fan ' em ovah dis man ' s  face three times . Hang ' em  right 
at de be d ,  j es '  right ovah his he ad at de b ed like dat , an ' he ' ll s leep . [ This 
rite has many forms - this one new and my only examp le . ]  

An '  de man he does de s ame thing - de pants dat he ' s  been workin ' in prob 'bly .  
Take de undahpants , see , take dem an '  fan over her face three times an '  hang dem 
up ovah de bed . An '  den he goes out an ' stay .  [My only example o f  this . ]  When 
he come back , he ' ll take ' em  b ack down an ' put ' em right b ack . Ah guarantee you 
dey will sleep . 

Joo take a b ucket , a ole bucke t or anythin ' an ' git  chew some moss outa de 
woods . An '  i t ' s  us ual , if a spiri tual pe�son , dey always have a b lo ck of cedar 
ab out dat high an ' about dat b ig around . Yo ' chip dat cedar fine into 24  little 
s craps . Yo ' take dat mos s  an '  wind it  up on yore hands lak dat [ p rob ably Spanish 
moss ] , den s ti ck yo re hands down in it as if yo '  was makin ' a bed [ nes t ] , den lay 
dat cedar right in de middle part of  dat . Call de name ten t imes an ' s t art dat 
to b urnin ' slowly . ' Fo re dat can burn up , he ' ll be b ack. 

(The spiri tual peop le us e the b lo ck of  cedar ? ) 
Yeah , dey get de b lo ck o f  cedar . Dey kin order i t  from some place . Ah don ' t  

know whethe r it is New O rleans . Anything you want a order in spiri tual wo�k , � 
kin git it from New O rleans . Well , dat cedar is j us t about dat high - it ' s  a 
b lo ck . See , it ' s  a round b lo ck o f  cedar j es ' about dat b ig around an ' j est  about 
dat high , see [ demons trates ] .  

(About eight o r  nine inches across and about s ix inches high . They jes t saw 
a chunk off the tree . )  

Uh-huh , an ' den dey chip dat s t raight up an ' down - see , g i t  24 p ieces . 
(And those small pie ces they put into the b ird ' s  nes t . )  
Jes ' turn it [moss ]  over yo ' hand like dat unt il yo ' git  a b ig ball - see , 

enough to fit down in dat pocket . See , j is '  keep , continue twistin '  like dat , 
den pull it  off yore hand like dat . See , an ' make - j es ' take dis hand an ' j es '  
p ack down in dere . Jes ' makes a round hole j es ' like a b ird nes t  as yo ' say , an ' 
den take dose 24 pieces o f  cedar an ' j es '  s tick ' em st raight up an ' down , an ' den 
light it , see . An ' den cal l dere name ten times . 

Say , i f  yo ' got a wife an ' yo ' want her to  treat yo ' right ab out goin ' out , 
o r  s ay b ring in '  yo ' money , an '  j es '  g ivin ' yo ' an ' makin ' yore home comfortable . 
Yo ' writes de name nine t imes - the full name . I f  yo ' got a lamp burnin ' - o f  
course yo ' kin g i t  a lamp - s tick dat down in de burning lamp . Yo ' know ,  have i t  
b urnin ' a t  night . Yo ' s e t  dat d own  ' bout nine ' clock at night . Yo ' d o  dat -
s t i ck dat down in de b urning lamp . Go to de Five-an ' -T en Cent S tores an '  buy a 
brand-new cake pan - one o f  dese shiny , new cake pans . Write de name in de cen
tah of it . Well , yo ' have to make fo ' cornahs , see like if yo ' gon ' a  make a 
s tart like dis [ demons trates ] .  See , an ' den make de cornahs - go dat way , den 
down like dis , den shape up , an '  den ovah heah . Well , on each co rnah of dat yo '  
wr�te de full name . Up heah yo ' wri tes de full name an ' undahneath - see , yo '  
write de full name . An ' if yo ' know de month dat dey were born in an ' de date , 
well yo '  writ e dat right in de centah . Dat s tar [you draw ] in dere supposed to 
b e  de guiding st� , see . All right , in case if yo ' didn ' t  want her to see dat , 
or  if  she was out o f  town now , well yo ' could take dat an '  s tick it up ovah de 
door� an ' j es ' as yo ' put it up ovah de do ' yo ' ask fo ' her return . S ay yo ' put 
it dere today . Tomo rrah , s ay today is  de 16th , on de 17th or on de 18th - if 
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she too fur yo '  know dey can ' t  git  dere in dat leng th of t ime , s ay yo ' g ive dem 
ten days to get dere . Yo ' s ticks it up ovah de s ill right at de centah o f  de do ' 
an ' de day dey supposed to walk in yo ' know it , cuz dat pan is gon ' a  turn dark 
dat star is j e s ' gon ' a  die away like dat .  

Yo ' take de pan down an ' throw it to de eas t - dey will stay home , dey won ' t  
go any more s ee .  Oat will b ring dem home , see . 

(How many sides has this s tar - five sides ? You used the shape o f  a s t ar ,  you 
s ay ? )  

Yes , in d e  shape of a star .  You know yo ' kin buy some s tars , see , but dey 
come down like dat [ demons trat es ] .  See , takes a "V" - see dat ,  turn it dat way ; 
turn dat way , dat ' s  acros t ,  den take de b ottom .  Now you undahstand dat ' s  de way 
de star is made . [You make a s ix-pointed star ,  she says , by crossing "V ' s" -
equilateral triangles would be  better . ]  

(You make the star on the bottom of  that p an . ) 
[Page 23  o f original t rans cription reads : "Impotence , may t rans cribe later 

if needed • • • well recorded but no t much det ail . " ] 
An '  den ah ' ll tell yo ' anothah thing to keep polices an ' things away from yo ' , 

if yo ' ve done somethin ' dat yo ' know yo ' shouldn ' t  have done . Any way dat chew 
kin git up to a g raveyard , if  dey have dese dog s out trackin ' yo ' - any way yo ' 
kin git  to a g raveyard , an '  if  yo ' don ' t know dere name , yo ' kin j es ' git it  
offa any grave , s ee . An '  as  yo ' go , j es '  throw dat dirt . Jes ' have yore han ' s  
full an '  j es '  let dat dirt j es '  continue to drop it j es '  right along - j es ' make 
a road of  it , j e s ' droppin ' it . See . Well , when dose dogs git  dat dirt , dey 
can ' t  s tand - dey turn back an ' dey won ' t  find yo ' dat way . 

I t ' s a seed dat chew kin g o  in de woods an ' git . Yo ' call it a wild flaxseed . 
Yo ' take a wild flaxs eed . Yo ' kin go  in de woods an '  find it - in de swamps , 
rathah . I t  grows , a wild flaxseed . 

Yo ' take dat seed , yo ' carry it home an ' yo ' dry it out - dry in de oven of de 
stove in a pan . Yo ' take dat seed den an '  put i t  into a bag or anything - j es '  
whe re yo ' kin git j es ' dat much [ demonstrat es ] , j es '  a pinch of  it  in yore hands .  
All right , chew go to yore boss an ' say ,  "Ah wants a raise . "  

He s ays , "No . "  
Take dose seeds on de tip of  yore tongue an '  when he turns his b ack to yo ' ,  

spit like dat , see [ demons tra tes ]  - blow dat seed . An '  when yo ' b low dat s eed , 
den he ' 11  turn around an ' he ' 11 change his mind , s ay ,  "Well , how much yo ' want . " 
He ' ll give yo ' de amount , see .  

All right ,  for a j ob , if  yo ' want it , yo ' take de  same identical lit tle seeds 
for a j ob .  Go to s omeone an ' yo '  ask for a j ob an ' dey tell yo ' , "No , "  dey have 
[not ]  go t  any work . Yo ' take dat seed right on de tip of yore tongue - blow it , 
i t  hit dere b ack .  Dey might go ' way fer a s e cond , an '  dey say ,  "Oh , wai t  a min
ute . "  Or , if dey ketch chew go  in ' down de street , say ,  ''Wait a minute , ah found 
somepin dat chew kin do . "  An ' dey will pay yo ' well fo ' it . 

(Do you actually spit the seeds , or do you b low the seeds out ? )  
Yo ' see when yo ' get ' em in dere , when dey hit chure mouth , dat b reath is 

damp , an '  dat dampens de seeds , see (exhale s trongly) - j es '  do it lak dat . 
[You can hear informant exhaling . The parenthesis by trans criber . ]  
(Blow - but you keep the seed in your mouth . )  
Yeah , tip at yore tongue . Catch dere eye s o  dey not watchin ' . See . All 

right , j es '  as dey go to turn s ome way , aftah yo ' ask dem dis question , den 
dey ' ll change dere mind aftah yo ' b low it on dem . 

Now ,  dis devi � 's snuff, it  grows where it ' s  damp - where dese toads whut have 
a stool - d�y call ' em toads tools . [ For devi L 's snuff from devil ' s  snuffbox and 
for  toadstool =  toadfrog b�ad,  see p . 562 , No . 1907  & p . 72 , No . 250 . ]  Yo ' git  dat 
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de vi l 's snuff an ' when yo ' go  b e fo '  de j edge , j e s ' take yore han ' - j es '  in de 
palm o f  yore h an '  - j es '  take it an ' rub it like dat all ovah yore face an ' den 
t ake an ' brush it down on yore body . An ' j es '  as yo ' standin ' dere , yo '  keep 
yore han ' like dat - see , keep it down [demons t rates ] . 

(The fingers closed . )  
Uh-huh , de inside like dat - see , j es '  like dat , an '  den yo ' hold it dere . Of  

course , when yo '  got dat way ,  can ' t  nobody see  whut ' s  in de palm o f  yore han ' . 
Evah ' once in a while yo ' goes like yo ' fixin ' tuh cough , an ' j es ' drops dat dust  
right down on de side of  yo ' an ' throw it toward de prose cutor ,  j e s ' where he ' s  
standin ' at - j es '  snap yore fingahs like dat , enough to git  it on him , see . An ' 
den dat will make him so he ' ll get sick ,  s tart cough in ' o r  s omethin ' .  Dat cause 
de case  to b e  dismissed . When it  dismiss ed de firs t time , well , if  yo ' kin git 
ovah t o  de witnes ses dat supposed to b e  agains t yo ' ,  yo ' go ; an ' if yo ' kin take 
yore hand , right [hand ] an ' rub dat s tuff [ de vi l 's snuff] out [ on those ]  dat 
supposed to be agains t chew - let it [ snuff ]  res t  on yo ' [hand ] - yo '  shake b oth 
han ' s .  See , an ' j es ' shake each one in yore - if  dere ' s two of  ' em t ogethah , 
j es '  take yore hand like dat an ' let both o f  ' em shake yore han ' s .  Well , dey 
can ' t  come back in de co ' troom .  See , dat causes yo ' ,  when yo ' come back ag ain , 
dere will be no witness an ' dey can ' t do anythin ' with yo ' .  Dey le t  chew go . 
[ Informant has been demonst rating . ] 

(When you shake hands with these witnes ses , you have your hands cros sed like 
that . )  ---

Y
-

eah , dat how yo ' crosses yore hands like dat . 
(And when you hold your hands to [ shake hands ] , you put your fingers to

gether - your fingers interlo ck . ) 
Uh-huh , j es '  lak yo ' was locking , an '  evah ' once in a while y o '  j es '  t ake 

dose two fing ahs right heah - se� , j es ' a pinch of i t  dere , like ah was fixin ' 
to cough . 

Take de Bible , read de 14th chapter o f  St . John , the firs t  verse in de 14th 
chapter down to de lOth . You read dat an ' yo ' t ake yo '  a string , a long s tring 
an '  tie dat B ib le - j es '  t ie it , tie it  dis way [shoPtways ] .  Den take it  long
ways like dat , t ie it , j es '  continue to wrap it around dere until yo ' git it real 
tight . See , s t i ck yore key down ins ide of dis - put chure key in dere befo ' yo ' 
tie it . Be sure yore key in down in dere t ight . See . An ' den yo '  hold de key -
turn dat Bib le on de tip o f  yore fingahs like dat by de key , s ee . An '  den yo ' 
say , "An ' by St . Peter an '  by S t . Paul , by de Lord God whut made us all , did 
Rose - mah name i s  Ros e - did Rose Aus tin take de money , o r  take s ech- an ' -sech 
a thing dat was dropped or left in sech-an ' -sech a person ' s  rooms , sech-an ' -sech 
a day ? "  An '  dat Bible , an ' yo ' got it  s teady - see , i t ' s  no way dat key kin turn 
unless yo ' call dose name . Say , yo ' git  evah ' name o f  de persons in de hous e . 
All right , if  dat Bible falls on dat one certain name , yo ' know dat ' s  de person 
dat s tole it . See , de Bib le don ' t  lie . 

I f  a man want chew - s ee , i f  yo ' are not home an ' if  yo ' go t someb ody , firs t 
he ' ll take a b lack hen ' s  eg� ,  see . He ' ll wri te your name an ' d is person ' s  name 
five times apiece , s ee . In de centah of  dat he put s dat b lack hen ' s  egg , a fresh 
one , inside - lay it on de papah ins ide de stove an '  when it bu st s , dat ' s  sup
p�ed to b reak yo ' [ two ] up . Well , when dat break yo ' up ,- yo ' not goin ' s tay 
b roke up maybe fo ' two or three days . Well , in ordah to git  chew b roke up fo ' 
good an '  to git  chew fo ' himself ,  he g its soda , b aking soda - s ay about a haifa 
b ox because it ' s  a b ig bundle like dat tied - halfa box o f  dat b aking soda , say 
a h al fa can of potash , an ' ah guess  ab out a box o f  red peppah , an ' ab out a halfa 
b ox of  black peppah . Yo ' takes dat an ' bundles it  up real g ood - see , j es '  roll 
it into a roll in de shape of egg or in de shape of a b all . He takes a sewin ' 
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needle with white thread , whips it 20 times on one side ; an '  on de othah side he 
t akes de b lack thread an ' whips it 20 times . Den he digs a hole right up undah
ne ath de s tep where yo ' can ' t  see it - right up undahneath yore step - digs a 
hole an ' bury dat . He go t chew den . 

Dat will ho ld yo ' , yo ' can ' t do anythin ' . Yo ' can ' t  go b ack to yore husb and ; 
it j es '  puts a spel l on yo ' .  

I f  yo ' are married an '  yo ' wanta quit dis woman an ' g o  to yore swee theart -
if  yo ' livin ' with yore swee thear t yo ' know , j es ' leave her off  an '  go live wi th 
yore sweetheart . To keep he r from having yo ' put in j ail , yo ' t ake de P salms -
de 59th P s alms , yo ' read dat three times a day . Take a certain hour but chew 
read it  three times a day .  Yo ' take dat fresh egg . Yo ' t ake de white o f  it . 
Yo ' don ' t h ave to use de yellow , yo ' kin burn i t  if  yo ' want to . But de whi te 
is more important dan de yel lah o f  it is . Yo ' put i t  in a Hearts Co Logne b o ttle 
o r  any kind o f  little bottle dat chew kin stop it  up . Yo ' take yore shoe off  at 
nine ' clo ck at nigh t an '  take - j es ' mass age yore h and , j e s ' po '  a lit tle of dat 
white o f  dat aig in yore hand right ' cross  yore fingah s . An ' take an ' turn it  
ovah an'  po ' it inside of da t shoe , an'  j e s ' rub dat shoe comin ' to  yo ' - see , 
j es '  rub de bottom of yo ' shoe comin ' to yo ' .  Course it ' s  goin ' to be sticky 
but j es '  rub it to yo ' s ee . 

(Rub that inner sole ? )  
Rub dat innah sole comin ' t o  yo ' - bo th of  d em  comin ' t o  yo ' .  An ' dat will 

keep he r f rom goin ' to law . I f  yo ' burn dat yel lah she can ' t  go  to de law .  See . 
An '  yo ' won ' t  have to be  punished fo ' goin ' to yore sweetheart an ' livin ' with 
her .  An '  yo ' won ' t  have to even take care o f  yore wife . Yo ' will have he r in 
good fashion - nuthin she kin do but j es 1  take it . 

Ah don ' t  know j es •  how but only j es •  one or two way s  o f  putt in '  snakes an '  
scorpions in peop les . We ll , yo ' kin take a s corp ion an ' burn ' im  - burn ' im  up 
int o a ashes , an ' at night mayb e when dis woman ' s gittin ' re ady to go with her 
husband - course she ' s  go in '  tuh worry him more dat night wors e dan any o thah 
night , see unt il she make him do such a thing . Of course when it comes out den 
she ' s  gon ' a  t ake dat rag an ' have dat powdah ins ide o f  dat rag , see . An '  t ake 
an ' j es '  rub it toward her - j es '  rub with dat powdah . Course it gon ' a  be dark 
an ' he won ' t  know dat she has dat powdah on it . Well , den if he don ' t  git up an '  
clean hisself , o r  i f  h e  do git  up an ' clean his s el f ,  den some o f  dat powdah is 
done rubbed on de inside . No doub t gits right in de head of hi s privates , an '  
dat caus e s  dat to s tay in dere unti l it fall an '  run down ag in . 

Well , den he goes to his sweetheart . For about nine days she ' l l start ge ttin ' 
sick , an ' yo ' kin see s corp ions - when dat powdah is done ' cumulated .  Dat ' cumu
lates b ack into s corpions , see . Den yo ' kin see ' em j es ' runnin ' ,  runnin ' all 
through her l aigs an ' all through her b ody . 

[For a s imilar method to put a terrapin into the o ther woman , see p . 7 ,  No . 10 . 
Why did not the man also have live s corpions in him? The powder was intended for 
the other woman only . ] 

You buy four three-co rnahed files , say if yo ' want j es '  t o  put a person whe re 
dey can ' t  g it any thing - dey can ' t  do nuthin . 

All right . Now , for a file - yo ' take dose three [ cornered ] files an '  yo ' 
j es '  stick ' em ,  j es ' trample ' em down in de fo ' cornah o f  de hous e ,  an '  aroun ' 
each corna� o f  dat house yo ' [ put ] each one o f  dem files .  You write de name down 
[ on a piece of pape r] an ' bury it  in de g round as deep as yo '  kin g it i t . See . 
Den s tick dat three-cornahed f ile through it , see . An '  drive it down , cove r it 
up an ' put chure le ft feet on it , see . Den if yo ' kin ge t de [ foot ] print in de 
sand ,  if  yo ' kin git  j es • de print of  e ithah one of  dose feet , [ or ]  you t ake de 
track o f  de shoe . Yo ' rakes it all - j es '  de whole track up in yore hands , see . 
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An '  den j es ' take a lit tle of  it an ' j es '  sprinkle it around three times . 
(Around what ? )  

1619 

Around de file . Aftah yo ' done buried de file , covah de hole up an ' j es '  
circle dat around three t imes in each f o ' co rnahs of  de house . See , circle 
around on top with de sand . Dat will s top ' em .  Well , dey can ' t  go out . Dat 
cripple ' em up - can ' t  get nuthin tub eat an '  dey j es ' die away righ t dere . 

[ This i s  a rare triple magic confinement - the name ( the person ' s  symbolic 
sel f) pierced by a file in the ground , circled by foot- track dus t , at the four 
corners surrounding the hous e , and everything quadrup led ! That would make any
one die away �ight dere ! Foo t-track dust for the cir cle is unusual . ]  

Take a little small nail an '  s t ick a hole in dat nail - er [ I  mean ]  t ake dat 
nail an ' s tick a hole in de dime . Dey put it round on a pie ce of cord , but most  
of dem use a s tring . But de proper way is to have a piece of copper wire - j es '  
a lit tle thin copper wire . [ They ]  have i t  fixed for womens so - cause it would 
te ar up de s tockings - but dey know how to fix it so it won ' t  tear up de s tock
ings . An '  yo '  wraps it  around near de ankle of  yore laig , on yore left  leg , an '  
if anybody do ' s  yo '  harm - or i f  anybo dy put anything dOwn fo ' yo ' - dat dime 
will turn dark and dat will give you a signal . Den yo ' will know how to go about 
to go to s omebody to keep dat o ffa yo ' ' fore it gi t de upper hand o f  yo ' .  S ee , 
dat dime tells be cause it will turn dark evah ' t ime . 

Yo ' kin t ake a person - yore wife when she ' s  as leep , an ' yo '  kin have her pit
chure , see , an '  yo ' kin git up at de foot o f  de b ed an ' j est kneel down on yore 
knees at de foot o f  de bed . See , yo '  kin do it quickah - keep her from wakin ' 
up - yo '  kin do i t  quickah by doin ' it wi t her p it chure , s ee .  Yo ' kin j es '  look 
at dat pitchure until dat pitchure is in yore eyes - yo ' can ' t  see nuthin else 
but dat pit chure . See . Den go back to de b ed to her an '  yo ' rub her , light ly 
see , j es '  l ightly acro ss de hair like dat , an ' den yo ' ask her - call her name 
an ' ask her , "Will yo ' s tay wit me ? "  An ' anything she ' s  done , she ' ll tell yo ' -
anything , but she be ' sleep . I f  yo ' t alk too loud - it have to be j est above a 
whisper , an ' i f  yo ' t alk too loud dat will wake her up , see , an ' she ' ll ke tch 
chew at dat . But yo ' kin j es ' barely whisper to he r ,  j es ' above a whisper , an '  
j es ' rub he r hair right lightly - not enough to make i t  feel , p res s agains t her 
haid . I f  she kin feel it , yo ' wake her up . See , j es ' lightly an ' j es ' talk to 
her an '  ask he r anythin ' , an ' ask her will she s tay wit yo ' - ask he r wi ll she 
be ni ce to yo ' .  

Well a person sells dere self to de devi l when dey do ' s  dose kind of things .  
Say it ' s  before twelve ' clo ck at night , be ready on de spo t  at twelve . Yo ' 

go out whe re ' s  s ome runnin ' watah , al l out by yo ' self - nobody ain ' t wit yo ' ,  
but j es ' yo ' .  Yo ' takes yo ' j es '  a b lack cat , not a white spot on him ,  puts him 
in a s ack an ' carries him out de re . Yo ' set out dere an '  yo ' makes yo '  a fire . 
Get yo ' s ome of  dis runnin ' watah an ' put it in a big can o r  somethin ' an '  make 
yo ' a fire an ' j es '  set dere with dat .  [ Running water in the ket tle is rare in 
the many fo rms o f  this  rite . ]  When dat watah s t art to boilin ' real hard , yo ' 
throws dat cat alive into dat watah . Now ,  all kinda things will come to yo ' -
mens wit no heads , cows wi t no heads , mens wit red eyes , an ' di ff ' rent things 
like dey fixin ' t o  g rab yo ' evah ' minute . See . But yo ' j es ' stand dere - j es ' 
sit  righ t dere . Don ' t  pay ' em a bit  of attention . Dey ' ll come an '  dey ' ll push 
y�' ovah - dey ' ll shove yo ' - dey ' ll slap yo ' - dey ' ll always do somethin ' to yo ' 
to try tub make yo ' pay ' em at tent ion so yo '  g it scared an '  run . See . But if  
yo '  wanta accompl ish good luck by dat bone , well yo ' j es '  continue to set right 
dere . Well , yo ' let dat boil unt il al l de meat come off de bone . S ee , yo ' t ake 
dat an '  emp ty it into dis stream of  watah - take dose bones an ' throw ' em  all 
into dat runnin ' watah . De one dat goes up de s tream , dat ' s  de one yo ' ke t ch . 
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Pu t dat in yore pocket an '  come on back home . Yo ' have all de luck in de wo rld . 
(You s ay you have to boil the water and the black cat j umps out into the 

water . )  
No , uh- ah .  Yo ' take de cat out o f  de sack - yo ' know , j es ' take de he ad o f  

de s ack an ' j es ' hold it  ovah d e  wat ah an '  let him j ump into de watah . S ee , 
j es '  hold it right into dat ho t watah . [ This is theory , not experience ! ]  

De wi t ch - it ' s not a wi tch .  Peop le call i t  a wi t ch .  I t ' s j e s ' to s ay yore 
b lood is not ci rculatin ' right . 

[ Poor circulation o f  the blood is the usual exp lanation of  persons who no 
longer be lieve in the hag . But has informant s topped believing - see later. ] 

Now , one night ah remember dat I were laying in de bed an ' mah mothah - j es '  
a heavy weight an ' mah mothah came to me , see , an ' ah could feel her on me j es '  
lak she was ridin ' me . Ah was s chuf flin ' for de li fe an ' death j es ' tryin ' tuh 
call someone - tryin ' to ket ch yoreself . But i f  yo ' kin rememb ah  to cross yore 
fingah like dat , dey ' ll git up o ffa yo ' ,  yo ' see . Yo ' cross yore fing ah .  But 
if yo ' goin ' be in such a s trugg le , i t ' s  goin ' take yo ' a long t ime to cros s 
yore fingah . See , whenevah yo ' git chure fingah cros sed , why dat gets ' im up 
o f f  o f  yo ' . 

(With eithe r  hand? )  
Uh-huh , j es '  lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  Eithah hand will do . 
(You say your mother was riding you ? )  
Yeah , mah mothah . 
(Why was she riding you? )  
Ah don ' t  know - j es '  can ' t undahs tand j e s ' why , prob ' b ly doin ' s omethin ' ah 

j es ' had no bus iness  doin ' an '  she didn ' t like it . 
(End o f  1045 . )  
[My penciled not e  at the end o f  this interview reads , "Quo te this woman ' s  

material with her husb and ' s , 1053 , who came [ [ something = afterward ? ] ] .  They 
wo rked togethe r .  They will be the R . D . ' s [ [ root doctors ] ]  from [ [ used for ] ] S t . 
Petersb urg . She came to spy out the land . "  I am certain this note was cop ied 
from misplaced o r  lost Numbers Book 9 7 8-1290 . I forgot to keep them togethe r . ] 

ROOT DOCTOR JOHNSON 

I 'M COUNTED TO BE A REG 'LAR IN DE 'PERIENCE OF MY WORK I DO 
DAT 'S ALL I DO, I 'M IN DE WORK • • •  

MY MEDICINE I MAKE, DO [=  THOUGH] I DON 'T SELL IT • • • •  
IF ANYONE COME TO ME FER TO WORK ON 'EM I GIVE 'EM A DOSE 

RICHMOND , VIRGINIA 

[ Informant 385 is a real root doator , a delight ful and affab le one , who had 
a cons iderab le amount of American Indian b lood : "Wed . , Apr . 21 , 19 37  - 385 -
Johnson - very pleasant aharaater - part Indian 3/4 - Indian Terr . " - NU11be rs 
Book 340-442 . He brought a sack o f  roots to show and explain to me . His 
material is .on cylinders 329 : 1-332 : 7 . ]  

[ This is cop ied from my original penciled trans crip tion . ] . 
Now , did you wan ' a  see some do ze roots ? Well , suppose I name s ome o f  ' em here 

fe r you an ' tell you de ' s cription o f  ' em .  
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[ "He b rought these roo ts in a large paper s ack , the periodical opening and 
closing o f  which be fore the concealed microphone interfered with the recording . "  
This comment was made at the t ime o f  the t rans crip tion . ]  

I ' m counted to be a reg ' lar in de ' perience of my work I do . Dat ' s  all I do . 
I 'm in de work [ roo t  doctor-ing ] an '  I g uarantee a man my ' perience what I tell 
you to do • • • •  My medicine I make , do [ = though ] I don ' t  sell it to • • •  if anyone 
come to me fer to work on ' em I g ive ' em a dose . 

[ "Then showing his firs t  root" ( comment from time o f  trans cription) . ]  
Dat ' s  de pure PSd anchor root . You make a lickred [ liquid ]  tea j is '  as red 

as b lood .  You cut dat up an '  put i t  in watah an ' wash it  off an ' boil it , an ' 
de lickred into it is red as blood an ' it ' s  beautiful . Den it cures any ache 
an ' any p ain . Put ab out one g ill of  whiskey in it . Aft ah you make it you shake 
it up an '  put it away awhile it git  ole . De ol ' er it g it , de bet tah i-tis [ it 
is ] .  An '  dat ' s one terum [ theorum o r  theory = cure ] . An '  dat ' s  suppose , de 
lickred , [ to ]  cure you . You don ' t  wan ' a  a piece of  dat root do you? 

(You got a small piece? ) 
Yeah , I cares [ carries ]  a smallah p iece . 
[ "He g ave me a pie ce of  the root  and ever since I have carried it in my ampli

fier case"  (note made during orig inal trans cript ion) . ]  [Later I showed this roo t 
to a root dOctor - perhaps several - who s aid it was j us t  a roo t and worthless . 
I rarely , if  ever , heard a doctor praise another doctor or his work unless he was 
dead ! ] You call i t  a red anchor .  Now , you ought to write a name an ' put [ t ie ]  
on dat it ' s  a red anchah . 

(Like the anchor on a b oat? ) 
No sir . No , it ' s  red ankern . Dey call i t  a roo t , de acker ' [ ? )  to make 

medicine out of . 
[ Does he mean re d  al<.em = red acorn = red oak . The oak was once a common 

remedy in fo lk medicine : see p . 462 , Nos . 1403 , 1404 and elsewhe re ; also  from 
FACI , 1s t ed . , as follows : Nos . 4240 trans fer warts to  white oak t ree ; 42 72 "The 
b ark o f f  of the north s ide o f  the red oak tree will cure almos t  any disease ; "  
4331 red-oak-bark tea for bedwett ing ; 4488 oak tree in measuring rite for cure ; 
4583 & 4591 white-oak-bark tea a spring tonic ; 469 1 tea from inner b ark o f  oak 
tree for diarrhea ; 4 7 80 whi te-oak-bark tea for sore lips ; 4839 chills t rans ferred 
to oak tree (a long story about trans ference of chills to whi te oak tree , with 
supernatural overtone s  and dating back to Civil War , will be found on p . 215 , No . 
4890 , FACI , 2nd ed . ) ;  and 10 more - see Oak in Index , p . 704 . ] 

Dat makes de p ure medicine what cure any disease [see the preceding red-oak
bark tea that "will cure almos t  any disease"]  • 

[ "Here he takes from the bag (rattling o f  the paper could b e  heard) another 
root which he called the ratvein . " (This note without parenthesis was made at 
time of  t rans cription - that is , before I brought in a pro fess ional trans criber J] 

De ratvein [ =  ratsbane = (1)  r attlesnake plantain , ( 2 )  wintergreen , or  ( 3) a 
chervil . I am guessing rattlesnake plantain = Peramium pubes cens or Epipactis 
pubescens , a terres tial orchid . ]  It come [ from] de wuds [ woods ] . All dat ' s  a 
root s tuff come ou ' duf [ out of ] a swamp . Dat will • • • •  You make a t ea out o f  dat . 
Dat ' s  to  gives a man a courage or nachure [nature ] , see . 

(I f a man can ' t  do anything [ is impo tent ] ,  you give him a tea o f  that . )  
�ave ' im a tea o f  dat - make a medicine out it , make a tea to g ave ' im a 

courage . Dat ' s  is fine .  Make a tea .  You put it  [ the root ] in a lit tle warm 
watah an ' steep it down • • • •  

Now , let me show you one more [ root ] I got in here [paper sack] . Now , here 
is t o  put a man an '  ' uman [woman] toge thah . You call - dis is a 'ginia b lue .  

(Virginia b lue ? )  
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Yes sir . 
[ I s  this a Virginia b luebell = Virg inia cows lip ? ]  
Now , I got a John Hom [ ? ]  Conquer - John High Conquer [High John de Conker] .  
(How do you put this man and woman toge ther? ) 

Well , you take di s [ Vipginia b lue ]  an '  let her t ake dat roo t an ' put i t  - lay 
it in olavy [ olive ] oil an '  one three drops o f  ' fume [ perfume ] in i t .  An '  when 
she go , she have her han ' chief made of  dat ' fume . She shake it  all ovah his 
haid . An '  she t ake a piece of dis root an '  chew it , an ' he gi t  de odor of dat 
root an '  he s ay ,  "You certainly smell purty good . " An '  she s ay ,  "All right , do 
you wan ' a  chew on a lit tle piece ? "  She p ull out her pocketb ook an ' she ' ll hand 
a little piece , an '  he ' ll put it in his mouth an ' den she done got ' im . She ' s 
got ' im  direct . 

Now , dat ' s  [ he shows anothe r roo t ]  somepin like - feel de weight , de weight of 
dat j is '  like a b ig heavy t ' ing . You call dat de liking [ lightning ] POot.  You 
take dat an ' b um dat to a charcoal . Den you take dat an '  drop dat in whiskey , 
an ' g ive your gal dat an ' no othah man can ' t  go wit ' er .  She ain ' t  gon ' a  let 
nobody near ' er .  If you don ' t  go  wit ' e r she ' ll kill ' erself , she ' ll commit 
s ewercide [ suicide ] . 

Ain ' t got but four more on t ' ree more [ roots ] . 
(Were you b orn here in Ri chmond? ) 
No sir , I came from Indian Territory [ now a p art o f  Oklahoma ] . 
I know evah ' t ' ing in li ckred [medi cine ] o r  [ root ] medicine . 
(You have some Indian blood in you? ) 
I ' m  three - seven - eight . [Whatever that means ! ]  
(What is your tribe ? )  
Dey call i t  d e  red nation . I don ' t  mean no charcoal ; I ' m de red necked 

[ naked] Indian .  I was brough t he re to Bris tol , Va . ,  if I rememb ah correctly , 
when I was small . My daddy was chief . He was a chie f Indian an ' he knowed what
evah roo t dat growed in a tree . He made all his own lickred [ liquid medicine ] . 

Now , here ' s  of a [ shows another roo t ]  - dat ' s  a love root , dat ' s  a pure love 
root. Dat ' s one year o le .  Now , you t ake dat an '  put dat in a li ttle rum .  Dat 
goes in a lit tle rum . An '  when yah girl come roun ' ,  you got  [ a bottle ] o f  nice 
rum s ittin ' down , an '  give ' er a nip o f  it , an ' she [ I ]  guarantee she ' ll love you 
all righ t .  

[ I  turn off ma chine while h e  searches for an itah root. ] 
Dis [ roo t he pulls from the sack]  a cure for any kin ' a illness . 
(And you call it the itah? ) 
I t  a cure for de itch .  You makes a medicine out o f  it . You put dis wit one 

gallon o f  watah an '  boil it down to a half o f  gallon . [Magic rite of diminishing 
amount . ]  Dat make a medicine . You got de nettle rash o f  any kin ' a diseas e  in 
yo re flesh j is '  broke out , you g it a knife an ' take a b ath an ' rub your flesh . 
Den you take dat straight den an ' s apo rate [ s aturat e ]  cho re flesh wit it [ take 
the root itself and rub it over your flesh ] . Lay dat down . - In two more days 
you ' d  have it no more . You call dat de akkeemonee . 

You hear ' d  talk o f  de high b lood preston [ p res sure ] ? Wel l , dat [ thi s next 
root ] will cure it . You make a tea out of dat . You call dat de white devi l 
moss [ I  am unable to ident ify] . You make a tea out of  it o r  eithah make a s alve 
o f  i t  an '  j i�' ea t a little bit o f  it . Dat cures de high b loo d press ion when 
yore b lood is high . 

An ' dat ' s  all I got . I b rough ' em wi t me . I didn ' t  bring de lickred . I got 
lickred medicine at home . An '  I ain ' t  scared to take a shake of  it an' t ake a 
drink of it . An '  if I got pain , I kin go to work tomorrow mornin ' . 

Yo ' kin t ake a blacksnake an ' kill ' im ,  an '  you kin kill 1 1m  do [ though ] -
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you stahb a hole drew [ through ] his haid an '  let ' im run out of  his skin , an '  
wahr [wear ] around yore vais ' [waist ] .  An '  s tuff i t  wit pepp ah , b lack peppah 
an ' differn kin ' a  t ' ing s .  You have to stuff it wi t differen kin ' a  t ' ings . Now , 
de re ' s  a lota t ' ings I will  call dere name o f : sulphah , don ' t  use dat sulphah 
no more . Af ' ah [ after] you buy dis sulphah , you don ' t  use dat sulphah no more . 
You sue dis own peppah , new peppah , and sulphah an '  ta ' zall [ that ' s  al l ]  you 
wan ' a  put in dat . An '  de black peppah you strand [ s trained ] i t  trew dere , an '  
wahr it aroun ' yore wais ' an '  you kin win anyt ' ing you want to den . 

(You get all of that [ snake ] flesh out o f  the inside . )  
You wan ' a  let ' fm  run out . You s tick a stick in ' is haid an ' ketch ' im aroun ' 

de ne ck an ' he ' ll run right out of  ' is skin . I t ' ll turn ' im out necked . You 
s tuff dat skin . Den you done got de worl ' den . 

[A s tuffed b lacksnake was used as a wrestling hand - see p . 66 8f . , Nos . 2396-
239 8 .  For a good story about stuffed snake shed , see p . 220 , No . 654 . ]  

Now ,  i f  you wan ' a  talk any t ' ing about a ' uman an '  a man ,  I ' ll tell you a few 
words . Well , you take ' uman an ' a man , i t ' s  a funny t ' ing . Tain ' t  many people 
dat know . I had sev ' ral peop le come to me , you see , about it . I wouldn ' t  do it . 
I wouldn ' t put no one toge thah . I wouldn ' t  part nobody , do I know how to do it . 
Dat ' s  wrong . I tell you one t ' ing about it . A man would take a wife , go t a 
wi fe , an ' if  he love ' er he gon ' a  stay wit ' er ;  if he don ' t  love ' er ,  he ain ' t  
gon ' a  s tay wit ' er • .  I ' ve got a wi fe I had fo r 3 5  years , I ' m 6 5  years old an '  I 
love ' er today .  Cuz why I had love? I ' m dat kin ' a blood dat gon ' a love a woman , 
you understan ' ,  I 'm gon ' a  git de right kin ' a  one . You got ' a  git  de right kin ' a  
one , den you be right . Well , you take a man an '  ' uman ,  dey go ab out ridin ' in de 
car [ automob ile ] ,  flirtin ' aroun ' ,  flirtin ' aroun ' ,  s ee a good-lookin ' man , wan ' a  
go wit ' im all de t ime - she no good . You kin keep on , dope ' em  up an '  dope ' em  
up an '  dope ' em up - l ike you take a b i t  o f  cigah . You take a lit tle bit of  
cigah dust [ ashes ]  in  a drink of  whiskey an ' you kin make a ' uman go evah 'whare 
you wan ' a go . Jis ' take a drink of whiskey an ' j is '  take yore cigah ashes , j is !  
dump it in ' are [ there ] an ' she won ' t  leave you . 

Well , I tell yah ab out puttin ' toge thah [ a  man and woman ] .  You go in de woods 
an '  ket ch a li zard an '  stride [ shroud]  ' im  j is '  like you do a dead person. Jis ' 
stride dat [ dead ] lizard an '  lay ' im  on de man ' el [mantel]  an ' burn your can ' les 
[ candles ] ovah ' im - t ' ree [ three ] can ' les . You put it like a little box like 
you was bearin ' [ bury ing ] an '  set [mourn or hold a service ] ovah ' im  like you do 
in de cemetery - j is '  like you goin ' to a church somewahre . 

(You kill him firs t ? ) 
Yes sir , you ki ll ' im .  Den you bur ' [bury ] ' im , you s tride ' im . 
(You put that lizard on the mantel an '  you burn three candles . Then what do 

you do ? )  
You let ' im  stay dah [ the re ] . Den aft ah you care [ carry ]  ' im  out ,  you take 

' im  out den an '  bear [bury ] ' im j is '  [ like ] someone dat digg in ' a hole an ' you 
turn your b ack on ' im an ' you say , ' 'Well , Amen . " Den you go right along . Dat 
wi ll make dat man , if he don ' t come b ack , he ' ll die , cuz de lizard has already 
been buried . You burn t ' ree can ' les . 

(What color? Jus t white candles ? )  
Jis ' white can ' les - j is '  like de Cat ' lic [ Catholi c ]  do [ at a funeral ] . An '  

sel up den till it ' s  time to go to b aid about nine , ten or ' leven or twelve 
o ' clock - like you set tin ' to a fun ' ral .  Den you go on to baid an '  leave de 
can ' les burnin ' . 

You kin j is '  t ake a piece of weep in ' wi llah [willow] , a big weep in ' willah , 
weep all down . I don ' t  know you evah seen ary one or no t wahre you come from -
weep all de time , weep in ' willah . You take a piece o f  dat clo z an '  put it on 
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dahre , an ' put i t  upon dat tree at de t op dahre , an '  dat piece o f  cloz will weep 
an ' weep ; an ' i f  she don ' t  come back to you , she ' ll weep till she kil l ' erself . 
You undahst an ' ? An '  den you go an ' pull dat down . Well , den she ' ll go b ack ,  
away agin . So , if  you put dat t ' ing up de weepin ' willah tree , she ' ll weep ' er
self b ack .  You might beat ' e r or do somepin to ' er ,  an '  she might be s ay ,  "I 
can ' t  go back dahre , tow [ though ]  if I don ' t go , I die . I g ot to go . "  Cuz you 
done take a pie ce of ' er necked clo z an '  t ' rowed it up dat weepin ' willah tree , 
she gon ' a  weep to pieces till she git back dahre . 

You could drive ' em away from yore home wit da t [graveyard dirt ] . You git  
whut choo call de  bull littah [ lit ter ] - you got ' a  g it it right ho t [warm dung 
from the bull ] - an ' you t ake dat an ' go to a ole g rave , an ' git dat dirt , an ' 
git all dat [ dirt and dung ] crumblin '  togethah . Aft ah you take an '  crumb le all 
dat t ogethah - an '  den you us e two drams of [ gun ] powdah in dat . An '  you go to 
' em [ their house ]  evah nine mawnin ' [ each morning for nine days ] an ' you t ' row 
dat in dere doah . Dat makes a s turben [ dis turbance ] in de house - dat makes ' em 
fight , makes dat ' uman eve [ leave ] . Dat man will drive ' at ' uman away . I f  dat 
' uman serve [ supp ort ] ' im  well , she ' ll drive ' im �ay - she got anothah man 
comin ' in . 

You t ake a swit ch an ' go to dat grave fo ' nine mawnin ' s  ' fo '  de sunrise , an ' 
woop [whip ] dat purson an ' turn yer back an '  t ' row de switch down , an '  dat purson 
will die in les s  time ' an [ than]  fo ' mont ' s .  You j is '  kill ' im .  

(What person do you whip ? This g rave ? )  
You woop dat g rave wit dat dead purson [ in i t ]  wit dat woop . Woop dat dead 

purson - keep woopin ' ' im ,  keep woopin ' ' im ,  keep woopin ' ' im - wit dat woop . 
Den aft ah you s top - de sun , you see de sun peep in ' , you drop de switch an ' go 
right along away . 

(Who ' s  going to die ? )  
Dat ' s  de one wahre you got - yo ' re mad wit . You gone dahre woopin ' , woop in '  

dat dead purson , an ' dat purson is goin ' right behin ' dat purson wahre he is 
dead . You woop fo '  nine mawnin ' s .  

• 

FIRST INFORMANT IN NEW ORLEANS 

THEY 'LL TALK TO THE LORD 
YOU KJiJOW THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

IS THE BIGGEST HOODOO TOO IN THE WORLD 
YOU GOT TO HA VE HIM TO GO ALONG WITH YOU 

TO DO THESE THINGS 

DEY DON 'T WANT CHEW TO DIE 
BUT DEY JES ' GOIN ' TO "FIX " YOU IN A CONDITION 

YOU BE ON THIS EAHEH AND YOU AIN 'T NUTHIN 

NOW THERE WAS A OLE LADY TOOK A SCORPION OUT OF ME 
SHE WENT TO A MARE • • • •  

AH CAIN 'T PULL UP THIS SLEEVE 
[ SHE FINALLY PULLED UP HER SLEEVE ] 

AH KIN SHOW YOU THE HOLE RIGHT NOW WHERE THE SCORPION CUT ME 
IT WAS A LONG SCORPION LIKE THAT 

HE WUS FIXIN ' TO HAVE LITTLE YOUNG SCORPIONS 
(HE WAS WHAT) 

HE WUS FIXIN ' TO HATCH LITTLE YOUNG SCORPIONS 
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AH ' VE  SEEN PEOPLE OPERATED ON HA VE BIG BALL OF HAIR • • • •  
AFTAH THIS HOODOO IS ON 'EM 

AND THE DOCTOR CUT 'EM FOR SOMETHIN ' ELSE 
AND IT 'LL JES ' KILL 'EM • • • •  IT KILLS MANY PEOPLE 

THEY CUT ON 'EM FOR SCNETHIN ' ELSE AND THEY HOODOOED TO DEATH 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 
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[Much depended up on the first p erson I interviewed in New Orleans . Edward , 
the new cont act man traveling wi th me and my wife , was uncertain about the city ,  
doub tful whethe r we could handle the situation . I mysel f was not too opt imist ic .  
Wi thout Mack , our local contact man , we woul d have fai le d .  What h appened I wi ll 
describe under New Orleans in the INTRODUCTION . F irst informant in New Orleans 
was No . 7 80 , a woman who se material is on cylinders A257-A2 66 = 1073 -1082 . ]  

(Beginning 780 . I hope the amp lification doe sn ' t bother me again this 
morning . )  

[ I  had tes ted my machines the day before at Hotel Roosevelt - my wife st ill 
wi th me - and I am now checking the s tylus at P atterson Hot el . What a dif ference 
be tween tes ting p laces ! I scarcely know what to expect . One of those unexpected 
days of my life is about to begin . After I exp lained and briefly illus trated 
what I wanted , the woman evidently s aid she knew something about p rotecting one
self or sending a person away . I p ush the switch and recording starts . ]  

(Well , go ahead . )  
You go to the drug st ore and you ask fo r war dus t .  
(You g o  t o  the drug s tore and . ) 
You go to the drug store and ask fo r war pOIJJd£r. 
(Wha t color would that be? ) 
And dey goin ' give you a b rown powder . 
(What kind? ) 
A b rown powder . He goin ' give you a b rown powder . 
(Yes . )  [Me aning - continue , go on . ]  
And then you ' ll turn back around and ask him for th at war water. That ' s  to 

make you get out right now - get away from around ' em .  
( I  see . Well , now how would they us e  that war water to get you out of  the 

hous e ? ) 
How would they nuse [ us e ]  it ? They ' ll come by like they come to visit  you -

j us t  like some of your friends ,  [ no t ]  like your relatives - but supposed to be 
close friends of you . They ' ll get into your house .  When they get into your 
home , they going to s tart and they going to throw it from your steps .  You ain ' t  
going to never see ' em because you don ' t have no idea o f  th at . They ' ll put it in 
through the s teps and when they get into the hous e they ' ll j us t  drop i t  on down 
in the re , but s ti ll an ' all you ain ' t  afraid of j ust a lit tle water what might be 
split from ups t airs or somewhere down . But it ' s  a little vial about that long • 

• (And they call it war water? ) 
War water. 
(And what will it do to you? ) 
It  wi ll run you away from there - you won ' t  s tay there at all . 
( I  see . All right . ) 
All you do - it ' s  only a little simp le thing , you s ee .  You can take and go 

to the drug s tore and ask the drug store man - it ' s  the drug store they call the 
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Cr ackerj ack Drug S tore . You can ' t  get thos e things without you g et it out the 
Crackerj ack Drug S to re . You see , when you ge t it out o f  the Cracke rj ack Drug 
S to re , you got to h ave s omebody to get it what ' s  b een deal ing with the hoodOo . 

( I  s ee . )  
And they ' ll get i t  for you . 
( I  couldn ' t go down and buy i t  there ? ) 

No , sir . You have to ge t it f rom s omeone what ' s  b een dealing with them . 
Tr see . )  
And they ' ll get it fo r you , everything wh at they would g e t . You see ah cain ' t  

hal f tell you some o f  the thing s ' cause i t ' d  take me s ome t ime to s e t  he re and 
s tart to [ laughs ] .  

( I  see , all right . Wel l , tell me s ome o f  those thing s , o r  one o f  thos e 
thing s . )  

All r igh t . Yo u g o  to the Crackerj ack Drug S to re . What you want get i t  for? 
Now , do you want it to keep s omebo dy from hurting you ? 

(Th at ' s  righ t , that ' s  right . )  
We ll , all righ t . You goes and you ask the Crackerj ack Drug S tore for (paw 

pete ) . [ Can ' t  hear wo rd well enoug h to spell . ] 
(Paw pete ? )  
I t ' s  some thing like a per fume and i t  smells ni ce and lovely . 
( Do you know how it is spelled? ) 
Yes s i r , it j us t  sme lls like . 
(No , how do you spe ll th e word? Ypu know , spe ll the word . )  

No , ah cannot read - re ad o r  write . 
(Paw pete ?  Pom pete ? )  
Pom pete . 
(Al l  righ t , go ahead . )  
You go the re and you can get f rom 75¢  on up to 15¢ [ co rre ctly trans crib ed ] . 

We ll , you g i ts th at - they going to g ive it to you in a li t t le b o t t le ab out that 
long and i t ' s  j ust like a wate r .  Yo u  take and you get you a b ath and after you 
get your b ath , you put i t  on you . Turn your clothes nex t to your skin on de 
wrong side - don ' t we ar ' em to th e righ t , turn ' em  on the wrong s ide .  Th at ' s to 
keep someb ody from ge t ting next to you to h arm you . You see . And a [ anothe r ]  
little s imple thing i s  a bottle o f  ammonia . You g o t  t o  b ath f rom your head to 
your foot in that ammoni a  and s ome rain water from the Lord. See , you have t o  
have rain water . You see , you can ' t  use hydrant wat er for that . 

(You s ay rain water from the Lord? ) 
Yes , s ir ,  rain water f rom the Lord up ab ove .  I f  you h ave to , s e t  you a tub 

or something to ke t ch th at wat er . Well , you b ath in that ammon ia for nine morn
ing s s t raight and wear your clo th es on the wrong s ide for n ine mo rnings s t r aight , 
and i f  they done done you anything , that going to we ar o ff you - it ' s  g oing to 
wear away . 

(Now , that ' s  the s e cond way o f  do ing i t .  You to ld me the one way with that 
perfume you buy - th at ' s  one way . And the ammonia i s  another way - the ammonia 
and rain wat e r  is ano the r way ? ) 

Ah know , the re two ways , yes , s i r .  Th ere ' s two ways . 
(Do you take a b ath in the rain water fir s t  or the ammonia firs t ? ) 
You put yoor ammoni a  into your rain wate r and b ath from your he ad on down , 

In the Name o f  the Fathe r , and the Son and the Holy Ghos t .  
( I unde rs t and , for nine day s . )  
Fo r nine days st raight . And JOU t ake your c lo thes , your underclo the s , and 

t urn '  ' em  on the wrong s i de and wear ' em .  And as you pull dem p ie ces o f f  like 
tha t , g et s omeone , a friend , to wash them p ie ces . You s ee , tha t washes that 
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away - they washes it away from you . 
( I  see . ) 
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You g oes out to the forks in the road . You see , when you get out to the fork 
o f  the road - j es '  like i f  you wants to make somebody ins ane - crazy . You don ' t  
want to ki ll ' em ,  but you j e s ' want to put them on a lingerin ' condit ion - let 
them lose control of  their mind , don ' t know what they doing . Well , you know they 
have to pass out de fo rk o f  tha t road . Well , you get - from the fork of the road 
you picks up their track . You got to watch ' em  in order to see , be shore that 
that ' s  their t racks you ge t .  

(I see . )  
And you s t art from the fork o f  the road and you ge ts their track going , not 

coming - get it going and bring it b ack . And then you puts it in a - you have 
some paper and you cuts the paper - a old hoodoo lady showed it to me - you cuts 
the paper in imitation of a co ffin . And get you one of tho ' black head dolls -
you done see them old time dolls . 

(Black-headed doll? )  
Yes , sir - old , o ld . 
(Jus t  the b lack hair or head ? ) 
Just a b lack head - no hair . 
(China head ? )  
Ye s ,  sir . You get you one of those and when you get  you one of  those b lack 

dolls , you take and you write their name nine time on a piece o f  wri ting [ paper] 
you never have used , wi th an indelicate [ indelib le ] pencil . You writ e it on 
there and you fold that paper coming to you . You s ee , that ' s to put ' em insane . 
You s ee , when you write that name , you got their mind . You put . that into that 
lit tle coffin and put it up in the chimley and leave it stay up there - put it 
on a swinging poposit ion [ pos it ion? proposit ion? ] .  

(You mean , sort of  swing b ack and forth? ) 
Or else , if  you got a old- t ime clo ck in your home - you see that lit tle thing 

that st icks [ ti cks ] b ack like that [ demons trates ] .  
(The pendulum . )  
Yes , s ir . Well , you j us t  put that up in there s traightways - like that , you 

see , where that swing s . In nine days time you beg in to commence to lose  cont rol 
of your mind - insane , you getting crazy , ain ' t  got no sense . And it j us t  run 
on like that , an '  run on l ike that , until you j us t  go teetotally crazy and they 
have to take you and put you in the crazy house . 

(Wait a second ! Is there any way o f  gett ing that thing off  o f  you? ) 
Yes , sir , hit ' s  a way to get dat o f f  of  you . 
(How do you do it ? )  
Ah knows be caus e I done saw s ome people git  i t  o f f  o f  people . Now , you take 

a simple lit t le thing . Sir , I 'm not going t o  tell you no s t ories , because I ' m 
not  here to tell no stories . 

(I  unders tand . )  
I re ally don ' t  know all the details of this but I have done seen crazy people 

b rought back to their s enses again and they was re ally crazy - they didn ' t know 
what they was doing . So , this old lady , she came there - it ' s  a simple things , 
it !.e; a cow horn . You know them cows that go t horns on their heads . 

(You get the horn from a cow? ) 
Yes , sir , you take his right horn - you t ake her right horn , not no hull ' s .  

T ake her right horn . You parches that and you goes to the graveyard and you gets 
some graveyard dus t from the graveyard - that ' s to  bring you from insane , bring 
your s enses back to you and recure you .  You get that dirt from the head-p art , 
not from the foot-part - if it ' s  a woman , you get it  from the head-part o f  a man ; 
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and i f  it ' s  a man , you get it from the foo t-p art o f  him for the lady . You under
s t and me ? 

( I  unders t an d . )  
That wi l l  b ring her mind b ack to her in - somet imes i t  takes nine o r  ten days , 

acco rding to how l ong i t ' s  been running , you know . I t  t akes any thing a good long 
wh i le to wo rk on you ag ain . Well , that ' s  what I know about that . 

(After they get that gPaVeyard dirt and the horn , what do they do wi th that? 
Do the y mix that up ? )  

Th at graveyard dirt? 
(Wha t do they do with that ? What do they do wi th that stuf f ? ) 

You t ake that g�veyard dirt . 
(And thi s  horn . That p arch ed ho rn ,  what do they do with that ? )  

After you p arch her horn - it ' s  got t o  b e  p arched har d , ' caus e I saw it done . 
An old lady d id that - old co lored lady . You parch that right ho rn and you t ake s 
it in a thimb le o f  rain water - j us t  like a j ar ,  n i ce lit tle cle an  clear j ar .  
You make s a tea out of that p arched horn - that ho rn ,  you makes a tea out o f  it . 
And that graveyard dust , you takes it and you ties i t  in a lit tle b al l  - like a 
lit t le p ie ce of mosquito b ar you buy s o  i t  won ' t  come through - the d irt , you 
s ee .  And you drop it down into that j ar and it ' s  g o ing to dissolve in there -
j us t  like if you p ut a medi cine in the re . Wel l , she g ives her that - see , that ' s  
ins ide of he r .  She g ives he r that to work th at out from - that germ from out 
f rom he r .  And I have been sho cked and can show you wh ere a woman cured me at . 

(How long did you s ay i t  takes that ? )  
T akes really thre e weeks . 
( Ins ide o f  her ? ) 
Yeah , inside o f  he r .  
(This horn tea with this graveyard dirt dissolved ? )  
Ye s , s ir . 
(I see , and that ' l l bring b ack your mind . )  

That ' l l b ring your mind to you g radual ly - into a month ' s  t ime , you ' ll have 
your right mind . You ' ll know j us t  what and eve rything . 

Well , now , I t ell you the whole his tory ab out th at . You s ee , like you go t 
this lit tle p iece into your shoes - i t ' s  a l i t t le p iece they have in your shoe , 
you can t ake that ou t o f  there . 

( I  s ee , that inner sole ? )  
Yes s i r .  You coul d take that cle an  out from th ere , see . And you take that 

out from there and you put s ,  if they want s  to do away with you - fo ' ins t ant 
[ in s t an ce ]  you g o t  a big p lace and they want s to do away wi th you all at on ce , 

kill you from your wi fe , or kill you from your husb and , whatsomever , they t akes 
a b Zack bottZe . Did you ever hear t alk o f  a b lack b o t t le ?  

( A b lack bottle ? )  
Yes , s i r . 
(Like a beer bot tle? ) 
Ye s , s i r . Did you ever hear talk o f  i t ?  
(No , what wi l l  that do? [ I s thi s  corre ct ?  D i d  I n o t  hear o f  b l ack b o t tle in 

Vicksburg ? )  
We ll , they ' d  t ake a b lack b o t tle and they ' d  writ e y our name - take th at sole 

o f f  from your,. shoe and they write your name on . 
(E ither shoe? ) 

No , s ir , the right- foo t shoe - that ' s  next to your he art . [ She me ans and 
says le f t  later on . ]  

( I see , the right- foo t shoe . Al l  right . )  
The right- foo t shoe is your he art . 
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(And they write your name on that ? )  
They write your name on that . They puts it into that black bottle .  
(Do they write it j us t  once? ) 
No ,  s ir ,  write it  nine times - nine times . 
(With a pencil or what? ) 
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An inde lican pencil . An inde li can pencil is one of the wonderfullest things 
in the wo rld • • • there ain ' t  many people knows that , but you can take that indeli
cate pencil and change the mind of the world - if you j is ' only knova how to do 
them things wi th dat pencil . 

( I  s ee , I see . )  
Now , I ' ll finish telling you about the bl ack bottle . She takes that sole from 

the he art - you might as well s ay its from the heart , it ' s  from your left foo t . 
She put - she writes your name nine t imes . 

( She takes the sole from the what ? )  
From the he art . 
(From the he art ? )  
Yes , si r . j us t  like i f  you got - you wearing your shoe . You see the sole is 

in your shoe . Well , the foo t what leads to the hear t , she t akes that sole from 
there . 

(Oh ,  you me an  the right shoe is the one? ) 
[ She had s aid right , but corrected it  to the le ft . ]  
Ye s , sir , t ake that . She t ake th at sole from tha t . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
They claim that makes you commence s ick an '  t ired an '  worried ,  j is ' put you 

on a drag - nuthin you put your hand on suits you , nuthin you do s uit you till 
you git on your bed . 

(She put s that whole thing in the bottle? ) 
Yes , sir , that whole shoe . That ins ide o f  it like - not the outs ide sole , the 

inside s ole . She puts that in the shoe [ in the bott le ] . 
(In the bottle ? )  
Yes sir , and write the name nine times before she put i t  in there . All right . 

And after she do ' s  that , she takes this bl ack b o ttle and she get that othe r sole 
and wraps it around the neck of  this bottle , and go to you a oak - not no willow 
tree or not no peach tree - you got to git to a oak tree and bore a hole with a 
auger . And put that bot t le in there halfway - you know ,  s traight , but s ti ll and 
all it ain ' t  going to be st raight , it going to be on a beevel [b evel ] .  

( I  s ee , leaning [ or s lanting ] down a li ttle b it . )  
Yes , s ir , the neck part up and it ' s  going down [ s lanting ] to  the root of the 

g round , and whensomever that tree - she going to fix the tree so it ' ll  die . But 
she tie nine knot s  in some thread , b lack thread , and tied i t around that tree -
nine knot s .  In a few - about anyhow close around before the year go out anyhow , 
that tree go ' n '  t o  commence wizzlin ' an ' dyin ' you see . You can ' t  unders tand 
what ' s  de mat te r wit ' de tree . And when that tree dies - it ain ' t  goin ' t ake 
long fo r it to die , no two or three years - but when the tree dies , them people 
goin ' to die . 

(I  see , I see . )  
See . But if s omebody come along j is '  like some hoodoo a-come along and s ay ,  

" I •can find that howsomever they got you fixed. I ' ll find ' em  if you p ay me s o  
much an d  so much . " Now , i f  dey find that i n  time before thi s - these parties 
fades away , they find it in time , well they ' ll take it out from there and they 
take it and they ' ll t alk to the Lord . You know , the Lord , Jesus Ch rist , is the 
bigges t  hoodoo , too , in the world . You got to have Him to go along with you to 
do these things . 
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( I  s ee , I s ee . )  
See , She ' ll t alk to the Lord and she ' ll read her B ible and she ' ll take th at 

thing and she ' ll whip it - she ' ll whip it with one o f  them oak swi t ches .  She ' ll 
whip i t  and t ell - i f you g e t  it in t ime b e fo re the party dies - you see and that 
wi ll b ring them b ack . She done kill that - she take it and throw it over her 
le ft shoulde r and it ' s  g one . 

( I  see , I see . )  
In nine o r  t en days you going t o  b e  up again . You ain ' t s trong enough to 

walk - you going t o  be up se tt ing up - but s till and all that going t o  b e  going 
away from you . You ' ll live a year - a few more years longer . 

( I  see . Just throw that over your le f t  shoulder any old p lace - out in . )  
Anywhe re in the woo ds - anywhere - over your lef t  should er . That ' s  all . 
( I  s ee . )  
(They can do things with your fingernails and your toenai ls ? )  
Yes , sir , an d  your hair . 
(And your hai r ? )  
Ye s ,  s i r , you can do plenty work with dat too . They c an  kill you with that . 
(Do you know how they s ay t o  do ? To handle that? ) 
They take that and they t akes it wi th some fine needles - needles you have 

never nus e d  [ used] , but they have to b e  tho s e  li t tle fine needles and a red piece 
of flannel , and j ust like i f  you mis s  a part o f  your hair from s omewhere . 

(A part o f  your hair? ) 
Yes , s ir , you mis s that from somewhere . Well , ever ' s t ran '  o f  that you mis s , 

dey t ' re ads dat int o de little needle s . 
(Put the needles in their hair ? ) [ I  am reversing ! ]  
Yes , s ir , put th at in the eyes o f  them needles and j us t  s ti ck it all kind s  o f  

ways , all kinds o f  ways in that p iece o f flannel - pie ce o f  f lanne l is cut in the 
same shape as a hear t .  

( Shape o f  a he art - red flannel . ) 
And they us e  thi s here Three Jaaks of Clubs on it . 
(What kind ? )  
Joakey Club - you know Joakey Club , Jaak of  Clubs ?  
(Joakey Club ? O r  Jaak of Clubs , playing cards ? ) 
Yes , s ir [ she do esn ' t  know whi ch ] , but they us e that per fume , they go t  that 

perfume . They us e that on there . They hold i t  t i ll they g e t s  towards the door , 
then they go ing - well , that what they want i t  to do , dey do wit chore hair . 

(I  s ee . ) 
And if they want to fix you , but no t to kill you - fix you so , j us t like you 

say to your wife , whatsomeve r you call your wi fe , or say , '�ell , Mamma ,  I don ' t 
want you no more . " See , and if  she got a chan ce or luck to fix you , she wouldn ' t  
fix you to kill you ; she ' ll �x you so you ' ll s tay at home with her and be harm
les s and good with her . She takes an '  cat ch you asleep , t akes some hai r  from 
lnl.de r your arm . 

(Whi ch arm? ) 
From lnl.d er this arm [ r igh t arm] . She takes that and she . 
(And what will she do wi th that hair from under your arms ? )  
She t akei that hair f rom lnlder your arms and after she g it s  thi s hair f rom 

unde r your arms , she j is ' - she t alk to the Holy Ghos t .  Y ou know , it ' s  got a 
Holy Ghos t with us .  Many people don ' t  believe it , but the Lord is got a Holy 
Ghost . She t ake s  that and she read a portion in the Bib le .  After she g e t s  that , 
sh e gets s ome hair from him [ she eviden tly hes itates ] .  

(Down b elow? ) 
Yea . You ' s  a gent leman , I hates to . 
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(That ' s  all right . )  
Gits some h air from there . 
An '  she gits that and she put it all together into a red p iece o f  flannin 

[ flannel ]  not put no needles , that is for you to love and s tay at home and [have ] 
no othe r go-out fr-iend or nuthin kin a-track you ' tent ion an '  11 ketch him . She 
take that and she put it into a p iece o f  flannin , but she cuts the flannin j is '  
like a he art , an '  she put that in there and she ' ll write on top o f  it . She take 
and writ e  her name and your name , and she fold that p iece o f  flannin with your 
hair coming to he r .  She wears it into her right pillah . Now , you ain ' t  going 
to want come out dat huh [house ? ]  an ' she s crub s  dat huh [ home ? ] wit aontro l lin ' 
pO/JJder. Contro l lin ' pO/JJder ah knows as good as a book . You goes to  the s tore 
and you buys - you can buy for 50¢ or 75¢ lit tle [ a box ] aontro Z lin ' pO/JJder. 
I t ' s a powder looks something like this dus t here - ashes here . 

( Cig ar ashes . )  [In ash tray and from my cig ar . ] 
It  looks j is '  like that but it  controls . Ji s ' like if you would b e  a mean man 

and come in mean and want s  to be  mean , well the minute you ' d  strike the front o f  
that door - she done s crubbed that house from the s ill coming t o  the b ack - well , 
when you git that , you ' s  j is ' as cam an ' ni ce and easy to her and love her . But 
what make you love her , you don ' t  know . 

Ten-penny nails . 
(Ten ? )  
Ten-penny nails .  
(Oh , ten-p enny nails - ten o f  them? ) 
Yes , sir . You know , five o f  them will do the wo rk .  
( I  see , all right . ) 
Take ten-penny nails . 
(Take five of them? ) 
Take 5 ten-penny nails - brand-new nails that have never b een used . That ' s  

for him to come on b ack . If he ' s  been even gone fo r  ab out a 100 ye ars , if he 
a-living , he goin ' to come b ack de re . You take them ten-penny nails an '  you 
nail one in that corner , one in that corne r , one in that co rner - in all the 
corners of your home and nail them there . 

(Put one in all the four corners ? ) 
Yes , sir , and whosomever it is when you b e  driving them nails , you cal l  the 

name and drive ' em  - j us t  call the name and drive ' em  in every one o f  dem cor
ners . You goes to the Crackerj ack Drug S tore and y ou buy you a red can ' le 
[ candle ] - not no black can ' le ,  cause if you buy a black can ' le ,  a black can ' le 
is for to kill . 

(You buy a red candle . )  
A red can ' le - that ' s  drawin ' , you s ee .  Right now , i f  you put on a red dress 

and they had cows and bulls and things all out there , they ' ll run at you fo r that 
red . 

(I see . ) 
See , red draws attention . You git you a red can ' le and you write her or his 

� - whosomever you want to come b ack home . You write it  down on a p iece o f  
pape r ain ' t never b een us ed , writing p ap er , with a indelican pencil . Don ' t  write 
it �ith no ink penai l ,  cause i t  ain ' t no good ; and don ' t  write it  with no lead 
pencil - an indelican pencil .  You wri te it with an indelican pencil and you set 
it right in a lit tle s aucer , that can ' le . You set it in a little s aucer and you 
put the can ' le - put the paper under the can ' le and you burn it for nine days . 

(You put that paper right under the candle ? You put the candle on top o f  it? ) 
Yes , sir . Don ' t  burn the p aper at  all . 
(Do you burn that candle any sp ecial time during those nine days ? )  
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No , j us t  burn it for nine days . You light it at six in the morning - you 
light it  at s ix in the morning and put it out something to e leven . Now , the 
reason I know about that can ' le propos ition cus my husb and had done left me-and 
by a lady showing me how to do it . I h ave did that and I know that work . 

(That wi ll bring him back? ) 
Yes , s ir , he ' ll come b ack home . Don ' t  c are i f  he living way , way from here ; 

if he go t  de f reight t rain his way , he ' s  coming b ack . 
( I  see . Now , you s ay ,  you take f ive o f  these ten-penny nails and you put one 

in each co rne r . What about that door? Do you do any thing wi th that ? )  
Ten-penny nails , yes sir . You t ake that one what you have le ft  over and you 

put it at your - no t  at your back step .  Put it right where he when he come - he 
goin ' to come , that candle goin ' to draw him - and when he come he go t t o  walk . 
Well , that ' s  the f irst thing he got to walk over - he go t to walk over that nail . 
Now , when he ge t  in the home , you got him nailed in the home - you got him nai led 
down in the four corners of the house ,  he can ' t  get away . When he get in the 
home , he ain ' t  never going away no more - he going to  s tay with you . Jus t as i f  
you say , " Come on , let ' s g o  thisaway , "  h e  right there with you . 

Show you right now and ah tell you how to do that . Ah can do that mysel f .  Ah 
keeps mah husband thataway . You got to give him somethin ' s ome time to keep him 
from running around . And you know , when someb ody teach you some thin ' and learn 
you somethin ' , you going to t ry [ i t ] . S o , al l right , you takes you a pie ce o f  
white cott on - go t o  the store and buy you some yellow co t ton - not this white 
co t ton or - it have to  be yellow cotton [ unb leached co tton ] - j es '  a simple 
lit t le thing - j ust  five cents - buy you a yard o f  that . And j us t  like when you 
all lie down together , you wipe him s traight nine mornings with tha t  [ s everal 
words blurred - re cording no t too good  anywhere ] .  

(You mean s traightened out ? )  
Jes ' take a rag - j es '  like i f  he uses dat rag - don ' t  use i t  on yourse lf 

j es '  use it  on him and after them nine mornings is out , well you take and you 
tie you nine knots into that cloth and wear it around your wais t as a band - see , 
he ' ll never know , he ' ll think you all is tied like as if  you is b andaged up . But 
whensomever he going to connect  with somebody else he can ' t  - he ain ' t no good 
there - he j ust like it - ain ' t  no service to  her . 

(Like it ' ll fall . )  
[Thi s suggests  she had demons trated wi th finger or hand after her  word i t . ] 
( I  see . )  
(Well , now ,  suppose a man knows ab out it . What could he do to get rid o f  that 

condi tion? ) 
He goes to the s tore , to the drug store - you have to go to the Crackerj ack 

Drug S tore , t o  the hoodoo store . That ' s  the hoodoo stoPe , the Crackerj ack Drug 
S tore . You g o  - fi rst , you go  to the s tore [ non-hoodoo ]  and you buy you a white 
po cket handkerchief - let it be a white handkerchief . You buy you a white hand
kerchie f  - j es '  like i f  you buy this white handkerchief , don ' t  you wipe your face 
or nuthin with th at white handkerchie f .  You get you some o f  thi s powder dey call 
the love powder . You see , when a person fix you like that , that ' s  your love -
that ' s  down here when you go  with a woman o r  man - that ' s  your love - that your 
fee ling you «Ot that they done took from you . Well , you g it you some love pow
deP - love powdeP at the Crackerj ack Drug Store , and that white pocket hanker
chie f . Let it be a pure whi te po cket handkerchief ,  a b ig-si zed handkerchief . 

And you take that handkerchief and you fold  it  coming to yo u , and you s ay ,  
"In the Name o f  the Father an d  the Son and the Holy Ghos t ,  take this feeling o f f  
of me , an d  l e t  m e  come to be a real man or real wo-man [woman] . " Whats omever or  
whosomever it is  fixed like that , say , "Let me come to be , so I can use my body 
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once more in life , In the Name o f  the Father and the S on and the Holy Ghost . "  
See , now , when you say that , you t ake that Zove p�deP - you _ got to keep that 
handkerchief j us t  like you keep your b ody , clean ,  you know , but have it in a nice 
little clean box where you can take th at Zove p�der and sprinkle it on there for 
nine mornings s traight , and i f  you loves them , your feelings going �o come back 
to you .  I t  ki lls her hand o r  his hand - whatsomever i t  is , i t  kills it . 

[ "Her hand" in this case is the clo th or  bandage wrapped about her wais t . ] 
(I  see - and he is all right ag ain . )  
And he ' s  - he ' s  a natural man again o r  a woman . 
[While machine is stopped , I ask a ques tion and she evident ly answers , "They 

do that with a black can ' le . " ]  
(What do they do with that b lack candle? Do you know how they handle that in 

church? ) 
[ Church � private church or shrine . ]  
They write - they don ' t  write no name on no paper . They takes that black 

can ' le - you s ee , from the way you burns it , you t ake it and you turn it upside 
down and you s t art from the burning part of the can ' le with the name , whosomeve r 
you want to kill . You see , you wri te it from the burning part of  it - let the 
burning part be down like this [ demons trates ] . That ' s  writ ing it upside down . 
And you wri te dey name all way around that can ' le , all the way around , and when 
you done go t all the way around , you come back over it again - j us t  like you 
wri tten a mis take wi th the name , writing the name on that . And you take it and 
you set it in a lit tle something like this  here [my ash tTay ] , and you s ti ck you 
two little needles - but not no , not dem fine needles - you s tick you two needles 
about that b ig [ demonstrates ] .  

(Ab out two inches long . )  
Yes , s ir .  [ She cont inues t o  demons trate . ]  
(You cross them in there like an "X" . )  
Cros s  ' em in there . See , when you cross [ demons trates ] .  
( I  see - like your fingers are crossed . )  
Yes , s ir ,  when you cross ' em in there , well , that ' s  to ki ll . You know , you 

got to put a cross , you got to put a cross at your head when you die . Well , 
that ' s  your cro ss - them needles is your cross . You going to die in ab out nine 
days or more - you ' ll die . 

(When do they burn this  candle ? )  
You burn that can ' le Sunday , Monday , Tuesday and Friday and - Thursday , don ' t  

burn it . 
(You don ' t  burn it on Thursday? ) 
No , sir , you don ' t burn this can ' le to kill on a Thursday at all . 
(Is  there any part icular reas on why you don ' t  burn it on Thurs day? ) 
Cause it won ' t  work to kill . 
( I  see , I unde rs tand . )  
It  won ' t  work to kill - i t ' ll b e  burning ag ain , you know . And you got to go 

to the s tore and get you some saint - s ee ,  if you believe in saint s . [ She calls 
them sents . ]  S ome o f  the saint s is really true ' cause I knows it ' s  true for my
self , ' cause I have my money saint in my home now , and I prays to that saint and 
I burns mah can ' le to her . Ah burns a white can ' le - they loves white can ' les . 
Anc I got a green leaf to it . A green leaf is [means ] dressed in money , and the 
saint got money down in front of her as she kneeling down praying to the Lord . 
She is praying to the Lord for money . You see , when you got one o f  them in your 
home , you always - you don ' t  keep no fo rtune of  money , b ut you keeps from being 
on a s train all the time . 

(Now , what is this saint ? That lit tle ? ) 
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S t . Raymond , they call ' er . You j is ' go call for S t .  Raymond . The man know 
what you want . 

( St .  Raymond is a man? ) 
Is a waman - no , a man sells it . A white gentlemen sells it  - right cross 

there on Drive [ ? ]  Street . You walk in and you s ay - you ask him , you s ay ,  "I 
want a saint of S t . Raymond , "  and he goin ' to give you St . Raymond . 

(And what does it look like - a little statue ? )  
No , s ir ,  he ' s  go t some in statues , too . You can get a lit tle s tatue , but this 

here is in a p i t chure . This here is made flat just like this [ top of tab le hold
ing Telediphone] - a little pitchure . 

(A little tiny thing ? )  
Yes ,  sir , you take it and put up on the side o f  your wall . 
(You hang it on the wall . )  
On the side o f  your wall - over your bed , anywhere . 
(Then , what do you do with the p icture? ) 
You burn you a can ' le ,  a snuff-lookin ' can ' le to it  - j es ' like you see de 

lady dressed , you burn that can ' le to her . Maybe she got a - had on a red robe 
and a snuf f-colored frock . Wel l , you burn that can ' le - snuff [ colored] towards 
her , and give her a green leaf . 

(Well , what ' s  a green leaf now? ) 
The green leaf is one of them - ah , cedar trees . You know ,  them little cedar 

trees .  Well , you take a leaf off the cedar tree and put it in a lit tle vase 
right in front o f  her , just say ,  "Here - here , St . Raymond , I want you to bring 
in money to me . "  Being you tell her that for nine morn in ' s  and you can j us t  walk 
out your house and j us t  like you s ay ,  "Well , I 'm going to spend my las t  dime or 
my last quarter" - whatsomever you have .  You go and you spend your last quarter , 
and when you look , if  somebody g ive you fifteen or twenty cents [back in change ] , 
[ they will ]  give you your same quarter b ack . An '  it  really draws money to you . 

(I see , I see . )  
(Now , that  candle to burn is a snuf f-colored candle . )  
[ I  wanted to be certain because S t . Raymond ' s  candle I soon learned is usually 

green for green money . ] 
(What do you do with that holy water? ) 
You take that holy water and you sprinkle it  in all corners of the house . 

Sprinkle it around - that ' s  to keep your home holy . Or , i f  you got a s tore , 
that ' s  to keep your s tore ho ly - keep you out of troub le and ' cumulate - [ also ]  
make you ' cumulate things around your home . You see , that holy water is b lest  
by de priests and things and then it ' s  blest  by the Lord , you see . 

(You do what ? )  , 
You take - to keep the law away

�� I 'm going to tell you how to keep the law 
away , too . You know this s tuff  they call cayenne red peppe r ,  and you know spice , 
and table s alt what you put in your food . Well , you mix them three things to
gether :  spi ce , t ab le s alt and cayenne red pepper - three things , mix them to
gether . And j e s ' like if the law have passed your door - you catch him sometime , 
catch any one o f  them .  You don ' t  have to get the name . Just catch air [ any]  one 
of them and you take that cayenne pepper - don ' t let ' em  see you doing i t - you 
got to do t�t so they won ' t  see you . But , if they ' d  see , you might as well not 
be doing nuthin , you see . You take that and you throw it over your left shoulder 
j es ' as they pass  your place , and you throw it over your left shoulder . Even 
if - i t  would be more better for you if they would come into your home and you 
could catch ' em in there and j us t as if he be walking out , you s troll there be
hind . They goin ' to go away from there and they ain ' t  comin ' back there no more . 

Take you some yellow , yellow , yellow corn meal - not de white corn meal . 
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(Ye llow corn meal . )  
Yellow corn me al . You take you some yellow corn meal and Ep som salts . You 

t ake that yellow corn meal and cat ch her when she is asleep .  You see ? You be 
sure now and wat ch dat she be as leep - don ' t  you fix your ownself thataway . You 
wat ch her when she be s leeping , and let her urinate in the s lop j ar and take her 
urinate and that yellow corn meal , and you put it into a place - any kind of a 
bot tle , it don ' t  have to be b lack .  You put it in any kind of  a b ot tle and put it 
under your b ack step , see . She ' ll go out and buy whatsomever she got to buy , but 
for down here she won' t have no feelin ' to wo rry with nobody . She ' ll be j us t 
wishing for you to come on - to come on home . She ' ll be true to you , you under
s tand . 

(Whi le - when he leaves home she will be true to him while he is gone . )  
She won ' t  have her mind on nob ody - couldn ' t  b e  no o ther man could come there 

and hold her no kind of - see , that corn meal controls her down there and her 
water . Put i t  under your b ack s teps , turn your b o t tle like that . 

(How do you turn it? ) 
You see the neck o f  the bo ttle ?  Put it  down in the ground . 
( I  see . Put the ne ck o f  the b ot t le down . )  
Yes , s ir .  You put i t  down in the ground and you don ' t  h ave to wo rry for no

body coming there worrying her and talking foolish . She ain ' t  going to fool with 
no man , only yourself . I heard many people come around and s ay that . 

[While machine was s topped she evident ly s aid something about mens tPate (some-
times calle d minustPation ) . ]  

(When she menstpates ?  What about that ? ) 
Can put that in there - it ' s the b es t  in the world .  
(Do you put it in the bottle or a s eparate place? ) 
Put in the re with the corn meal - it ' s  the best in the world . 
(It ' s  better to use that mens tpate rathe r than the urine? )  
I t  sure is - i f  you can get it . 
(You can t ake that out o f  the bottle ,  i f  you want to ? ) 
Yes , sir . After it dries , you can cat ch her menstPate . You s ee hit going to 

dry with that corn meal , and when it  dry up in the corn meal , you know , j us t like 
if you wet corn meal , the water ' s  s till in there but it ' s  j us t  dry . Well , you 
s ee , that going to be s t ill in there and it going to b e  dry . You can t ake it out 
f rom there then and take you a little b ag about that big_, and fill it up full o f ,  
sew i t  up , put your silver dime in there and put it in your pocke t  [making a hand 
of it ] .  You got her in your pocket - don ' t  worry about nobody els e , you got her . 

(You can e i ther le ave it  in the bottle o r  we ar it in your po cke t ,  either way . )  
Either way you want i t , it works . 
Get some - fixed it on s corpion or rat tlesnake . But you got to catch the 

ratt lesnake . You got to take that rattlesnake and make it  bite itsel f . Jog him 
until he bite . He going to be  b i ting at you but he going to miss you and bite 
hisself . And then you kill him right there , and when you kill him you catch his 
b lood - not his rattles . You take his blood and you nuse that , you see , and you 
nuse that j e s ' like if  ah come to your hous e and say ,  "Give me a cup o f  co f fee . "  
Wel l , you got some of that rattlesnake blood . 

[ End o f  A263 . A ques tion almost always s tarts a new cylinder . ]  
• (Now , what would you do wi th that ? )  

Now , j us t  like i f  I 'm knock at your door . I ' m a friend o f  yourn now , and you 
don ' t  like me , and I knock at your door and I s ay ,  "Oh , hello ,  how you feeling? "  
And you gon ' a say ,  "I ' m  all right . Wi ll you come in and have a cup o f  cof fee ? "  
Now , that ' s  for you to get me righ t the re . And I say , "Yes , I surely would b e  
glad" - won ' t  be thinking that you have evil t o  d o  me nuthin . I s ay ,  "Yes , I 
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certainly will have a cup of  coffee . "  All right , then . Now , you fix the cups 
yourself . You goes on back and get you sugar and [ demonstrates ] - now , this 
goin ' to be  your cup setting there and that ' s  my cup . Now , you wan�o tell me , 
"I ' ll put a litt le sugar in there for you . " But you have long fingernails , say , 
"I ' ll put a little sugar in there . "  See ,  she puts a little sugar in there but 
under her nails - that rattlesnake dry blood is under her nails �d she drops i t  
o f f  in the co ffee . And from the heat of that co ffee - and when you drink it , it  
heats it up . It  heats that b lood right back up again and you drink it  down in 
you. In from nine to ten days you got little young �attlesnakes growing up in 
you . I t ' s  the blood . You can [ get rid o f  them] . 

(How can you ge t  those snakes out , if  you get them in you? I s  there any way 
o f  getting them out ? )  

Now , there was a ole lady took a s corpion out of me . She went to a mare - ah 
couldn ' t ,  ah cain ' t  pull up this sleeve . Ah kin show you the hole right now 
where the s corpion cut me . It was a long scorpion like that [ demonstrates ] - he 
was fixing to have litt le young s corpions , little young s corpions . 

(He was what ? )  
He was fixing to hatch little young scorpions . So  it  drawed - she drawed it  

out with a simple thing . My old daddy - he daid and gone now - he asked her , he 
s ay , "Will you show me and tell me what did you use so  if any more of . my people 
in the home ge t  hurted, ah know what to do . She was on her dying b ed then , and 
I really believe she told the truth , because when you are dying you going to tell 
the t ruth . 

· 

(Did this happen here in New Orleans ? )  
Yes , sir .  
(Oh , SIT right . )  
So , she said , "Well , what I did to take that s corpion away from your girl , 

your daughter Olivia - what I did to take it away . " She went to a place they 
call A tgiers and they got some horses and things and mares , but you got to get 
a mare with colt - you know , she with a colt .  

( She i s  carrying a colt ? )  
Yes , s ir .  And you cut that hair from right under her tail , and she goin ' to 

put one of them h airs - two-three strands of  them hairs , she going to tie it  
around here wheresomever that thing workin ' at . She goin ' to tie it round there , 
and in about - anyhow , in three days times , that thing whut got in you going to 
begin to get s ick ,  j es ' from that mare hair . You see , it  going to  begin to get 
sick and it going to draw a little hole there where he wants to come out from 
there - that mare hair running him out from there . And he going to come out from 
there , and that hair going to turn j is '  as green as this here . 

(Just  as green as that . )  
[ She mus t have touched or pointed to something green she was wearing - s carf , 

sweater , coat . ] 
Just as g reen as this , yes s ir , where hit done drawed - j es ' a simple thing 

as a mare hair from under her tail . But you got to get it when she with a col t .  
I f  you don ' t get i t  like that , you don ' t get rid of  that .  

And they burns that . Just like if you go to the drug store and s ay , "Give me 
some incense . "  You take that incense - now there ' s  diff ' rent kind of incense . 
There ' s the incense for luck and there ' s the incense what ' s  for bad luck . See , 
you burn that bad luck incense for that .  

(What do you do with that photograph? )  
Put that pho tograph , turn that photograph - ain ' t  you done hear talk o f  hair 

g rass , wire grass?  
(Wire grass? ) 
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Wire grass . You t ake that and get you s ome wire gras s  o f f  a grave .  
(Off a g rave . )  
O ff a grave . 
(Wire grass o f f  a g rave . )  
Off a g rave . 
(All right . )  [ I  finally end the exchange of words ! ]  

1637 

And you wrap that pi t chure up in that wire grass and a looking glas s . Buy you 
a b rand-new looking glass that you ain ' t never looked in yourself , you put that 
p it chure in there but let that pitchure be upside down . And when that pitchure 
be ups ide down in there , and her us ing it and going on ; and what she want to do 
with it , it ' ll do the work . 

(I  see , keep it  in there . )  
Keep i t  in there for nine days s t raight and you ' ll see the dif ference - i t ' ll 

do the work .  
(And she burns incense with that too , then? )  
You burns the b ad luck incense with that . Jes ' like i f  somebody done took 

your p itchure and you don ' t know they got your pitchure , or else , j es '  b ring it 
to you like this .  I f  you done give a girl- friend your pitchure , and you figure 
that she is doing some thin ' wi th your pitchure , you take one of  your o the r pit
chures right back and have that wire gras s , and put it in a close corner and put 
S t . Raymond with it , with your pi tchure , and talk to it . Ask him for to not let 
no harm or evil or animosity to  come agains t you . What she done with that pit
chure , not let it work , and "In the Name of the Father , o f  the Son and the Holy 
Ghos t . "  And throw your hands - j us t  have your handkerchie f  to make it go more 
bet ter - over your le ft shoulder nine times [ demons trates ] .  And if  she is doing 
anything , that going to pass  away - it gon ' a  die , die right down and do nuthin . 
But you got to s tart in them thfngs in time .  

(You make this mot ion back over  your left shoulder nine times ? )  
Yes , s i r .  
Now , you see , me and you - ever 'body a-walkin ' .  We g o t  our thoughts , you 

know . It ' s  spirit comes to us and talks into us - j us t  l ike , you done have some 
mind , somethin ' come into you and tell you get up and go on such-and-such a 
place . You g e t  the re ,  and you have done got no more than such-and-such a p lace , 
when the mind come to you , well , that ' s  the spirit talkin ' to you . I f  you wants 
to do a heap o f  things , the spirit  will come into you to do , you be going right 
to be s tarting them things on time . You see , the Lord , He don ' t  leave nobody no 
food . I f  you ever - ah ' m  been truly born to starve .  Mysel f , I ' m care ful . He 
don ' t leave you no food . I f  the spirit goes with you - you g ot three spirits , 
you got a evil spirit and you got a good sp iri t . 

(How many more spirit s ?  Evil and good , and what ' s  the third spiri t ? )  
And the third spiri t  is - ah done fo rgot what it is [guardian angel ? ] ,  but 

three spirits follow you . 
(Three spiri t s  follow you , I s ee . )  
Three spirits follow you - the good spirit and the evil . They say that i t ' s  

the evil spiri t , but anyhow ah knows the good spirit  mus t be following . 
Well , now I have seen that done . I have seen that did with my own eyes and I 

know that to be true . I f  you read the papers o f  ab out twenty years ago , a Negro 
ki!led a man they called Wes ley . 

(Westly ? )  
His name was Westley . They was looking for him .  H e  had got  away and they was 

looking for h im .  You put - you take gunpowder an d  g arlic , they say and - the 
blood hounds was on your t rail - put that g unpowder in your tracks as you run . 
You stop and the firs t track you make , take a chance and stop and put that gun-
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powder with that g arlic . You see , that garlic is [ like ] assafitadee [ asafetida] . 
You know what [ it ]  is ass afitadee does . Well , they go t that [ g arlic? ] dry - it ' s  
dry j us t  like a powder . You put that in that track . I t  goin ' to make ' em  hounds 
lose trail of  you , and you ain ' t  goin ' to go from water . [ S tay near water . ]  You 
got to cross water . And when you cross the wate r , you throw all o f  it b ehind 
you . You ' ll see them dog s  clean off your trail - they don ' t  smell your track no 
more , they j ust smells that s tuff and they ' s  got [ confused ] and they don ' t  know 
which way to go . 

I f  he killed someone , sure you can make him come b ack - if you know his name . 
I f  you don ' t  know hi s name , you cain ' t  make him come b ack . And it ' s  a simp le 
lit t le thing . If you have chickens in the yard and they lay , you take you a hen 
aig - t ake two , and pu t  [ one ] in each hand [ of the murdered person ] . Write his 
[murderer ' s ]  name on it and put that corpse on its face - lay it  out on i ts face 

with them eggs in it s hand . And when them eggs bre ak ,  that man or woman , or who
somever done the murder , goin ' t o  come right back to that s ame spot and the ·law 
goin ' to get ' em .  They got many of them like that right there in the parish 
prison right now in j ail - goin '  t o  s end them up the road o r  somewhere . Ah don ' t 
know they goin ' to send them , but there ' s  many o f  them done done that . No longer 
than week before las t  there was a man caught like that - killed a woman ' s 
daughter . 

( Just put the eggs in the hands and put the name on each ? )  
Put the name on with a '  indel icate p encil . 
You g e t  a kind o f  litt le thing in the drug store looks like a b rand-new - you 

know that black pepper you have to grind , it  looks like that [ Guinea pepper or 
paradise seed - see p . 570f . ] 

(Like the b ig round p eppers ? )  
Yes , s i r .  
(B lack pepper . )  
But it ain ' t no pepper . They call it something else . Ah done forgot  what 

they call it but ah know it when ah see it . You gets that and j us t  like if you 
going to walk up to  the boss man . You walk up to him and you tell him good morn
ing or good evening - whatsomever the hour that you come there . S ee , now , you 
chew them seeds and spit . Sp it one over your shoulder and one time over your 
shoulder going in - j ust as you into the building , you spit over your shoulder 
and spit in f ront of yo u .  Now , when you get up to  him , you go ing to say ,  "Ah 
come for a j ob . "  He go ing to tell you , "Well , I ' ll see . "  He is going to s tudy 
a long time and the firs t  time you cat ch him a-going with his head turne d , you 
spit ag ain - spit over your shoulder and sp it down in front o f  you , and he ' ll 
come back and he ' ll tel l  you , "We ll , you come b ack here tomorrow . "  And when you 
go back tomorrow , he ' ll look you over . Hi t won ' t be in his intention to fire 
somebo dy else and put you on , but by you using them seeds and the Holy Ghos t ' s  
name with i t ,  that ' ll j us t turn his mind right to you f irst thing . Firs t thing 
it ' ll reveal to his mind will be , "I ' m  going to take him . I am going to fire so
and-so and [or ]  so-and-so - ah done have him a pret ty good whi le . Ah goin ' to 
fire him and take him - i t  look like he more bet ter to me . "  That ' s  go in ' to b e  
talking into him and he ' ll take its word . 

(You have to go b ack three days ? )  
Yes , sir . •  And he ' ll t ake you to work the l as t  day . 
I t  makes confusion in the home , I know . 
(How do they do that ? )  
You beats that up and put s  b lack pepper and red pepper and salt with i t . 
( In this mud daub er ' s nes t . )  
Yes , sir , in them old s t inging wasps nes t .  And then some o f  them make them 
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nes ts of  the dirt daubers , j ust make them nes ts . You done see wasps nes ts . Them 
wasps nes t is  the bes t , have you f ighting all de time - j us t  fighting , he -hawing , 
fighting and going on , can ' t  ge t along no how . Well , that ' s  [what ]  they use , if  
they take that . 

(Cause confusion in the hous e . )  
Yes , sir . They t ake that and they walk into your home , and they ' ll have it in 

a litt le handkerchief or some thing - it ain ' t  going to do them nuthin [ no harm] .  
They take that j us t  like if  they come to your home and say , well , "How are you? " 
But it don ' t take long for s trangers to do you that - it  t akes your close f riends 
to get to you . They come in your home and s ay ,  "How you feeling ? "  And you say ,  
"Well , I 'm feeling all right . "  They s ay ,  "Oh , ah sure i s  warm . "  You see ,  they 
pas s that handkerchief  on their face but s till and all they got that li ttle s tuff 
in there and they going to do like that [ flips an imaginary handker chief ] . They 
go t it  in your house - all over . And whensomever your family going to come in or 
what , it ain ' t  goin ' to be no fun - nuthin you do can satisfy them . There ' ll 
come confusion - breaking up dishes and all , j us t  get rid o f  things . He won ' t  
know wha ts the matter with him . It ' s  that s tuf f done run him like that . 

They can s top a person from drinkin ' if he is a purty [ g ood ] drinker .  
(How do they d o  that? ) 
You take a catfish and cat ch it - [ or els e ]  j es '  go to the market and buy a 

fresh catfish and split his t ail three times , and it ' s  goin '  bound to be - you 
ge t - well , anyhow , you gets about four or three drops of b lood by sp litting his 
tail . You see . And j es ' be - t ake that b lood and you have you a little clean 
handkerchief - going to le t your handkerchief be clean so that blood can drop on 
that . If  that blood dries on there , it ' s  all right . Now you get what a pers on 
who has been drinkin ' likes to drink - loves to drink . Well , you get with him 
and you want to b reak him from drinkin ' .  Always keep that handkerchief in a 
clean place s o  you can get to them parties and you get him to drinkin ' .  Now , 
them three or four drops of b lood what ' s on that handkerchie f ,  you j us t  take that 
handkerchie f middleways wheresomever that blood is at and - don ' t le t them see 
it , ' cause i f  they see you , they won ' t  drink ' caus e they ' ll see it ' s  something 
right the re ; and you won ' t have to tell them nuthin , they ' ll see that . You j es '  
take that handkerchie f and you hold that handkerchief like that , right where that 
blood is at , and you catch ' em  all from no t looking at you and you drop that 
handkerchief down in there [ liquor ] , and let it in there and take it up before 
they can see you .  An d  after you do that , throw that handkerchief away . You see , 
now they goin ' to go home - they ain ' t goin ' to get sick and die or nuthin . They 
going to get sick from drinkin ' that stuf f - j us t  one glass of  it . And the next 
time you offer them some or they goin ' to a place and see you drinkin ' , they ' ll 
cuss and it ' ll j us t  turn up the ir s tomach - they don ' t  want it , they don ' t want 
to see it . See , that catfish b lood is  agains t drinkin ' and it makes ' them s ick. 
Tha t ' s a hoodOo . You see , them books will teach you more than I could . 

Righ t at mah home ah kin do dat . 
(I  see . What will you do to make the candle go out? That they are burning 

agains t you? ) 
You go to somebody els e  hous e and get you two s traws . 

• (Two s t raws . ) 
Two s t raws out o f  dere b room - not out chure broom .  
(I  see . What will they do with that? ) 
Or anybody ' s  broom - j ust get you two s traws . You take dem two s traws and you 

cross ' em right in the mo le of  your head , "In the Name o f  the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Ghos t ,  make dos e candle , make dis candle go out . "  You see , your 
head - when dey burn the candle on you , your head going to all the time be achey 
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and hurting you . And the minute that candle go out , you kin feel relief - you 
feels yourself without hurtin ' .  The minute you cros s dem s traws , that hurtin ' 
would go away . 

Dey don ' t  want chew to die , but dey j us t goin ' to fix you in a condition you 
be on this  earth and you ain ' t  nuthin . They catch you - they goes to the toile t ,  
anywhere where you goes , j us t  like out in the country . You know they ain ' t  got 
toilets like they got here . Well , they goe s  out there in the count ry and they 
watch you when you goes t o  the toilet , and they go there and they get some o f  
your , not your urine , your mess what you mes s ,  and they take and they s top i t  up 
in a dime t in bucket and bury i t  at the root of a tree . Well , that ' s  going to  
cause you - your bowels going to  get  like they ' re locked . Sometimes you can go 
and sometimes you can ' t .  Firs t thing you know , they going to  commence to  hurting 
you , and from hurting you it going to grow a knot , and that ' s  going to be nuthin 
but a knot o f your own mess  going into you . And it j es ' go like that in little 
ball until it grow up meat around there , j es '  by you can ' t  make your p assing , 
' cause they got it s topped up in that tree . Firs t thing you know you have a big 
old stomach j us t  with you s topped up .  I t ' ll jus t  continue like that until you 
die . Or if  the doctors operate on you - they ' ll operate on you and cut you , 
they ' ll find that piece of meat in there with that mes s  or hair . I � ve done seen 
people operated on have big ole ball hair in ' em f rom that - after this hoodoo is 
on them , and the doctor cut ' em  for somethin ' els e  and it ' ll j es ' kill ' em ,  you 
�· It kills many people . They cut on ' em for somethin' else and they hoodooed 
to death . 

(I  see , I see . The doctors can ' t  cure them . )  
The doctor can ' t  cure you , you see . I t  takes a lo t of hoodoo firs t ,  or else 

if you know the things to do . And it ' s  a s imple little thing , if you is really 
hoodooed and everything , and ain ' t  been hoodooed too long that will work . 

You take you a silver dime and you grate that silver dime - grate it up . Jus t 
like i f  you been hurt for two days , well you grate that silver dime up and some 
garlic and sweet milk and j ust  drink it on down - if you been hoodooed for two 
days , not going on to the three ; but if you been hoodooed for two days , you grate 
that up and drink that . That milk going to come up j us t  as green , green , g reen 
as grass . Well , that show where they had somethin ' in your s tomach . I t  comes 
out choo then . 

(End of 7 80 . )  

COUSIN OF JULIUS P .  CAESAR 

I STAYED IN THAT [ "DOCTOR" CAESAR 'S] HOUSE 1 8  YEARS 
AND FOR 1 5  YEARS I 'VE TAKEN UP A COURSE 
BUT I NEVER WOULD LET THEM CONFIRM ME 

I WENT ON TO A HINDU WHO CAME DOWN HERE FROM CALCUTTA, INDIA 
HE CAME DOWN HERE TO GET SOME INFORMATION ON 

• 

ABOUT WHAT WAS GOING ON IN AMERICA 
LIKE YOU DOING HERE NOW - TO WRITE UP A BOOK ON IT 

[ HE DESCRIBES SERVICE AT SPIRITUALIST CHURCH] 
SHE 'S JUST TELLING 'EM 

"AND YOUR BROTHER IS ROAMING AROUND IN TROUBLE 
AND YOU 'LL GET A LETTER IN 3 DAYS" 
YOU GET THAT LETTER IN 3 DAYS TOO 

SOME OF 'EM [LEADERS] GETS THAT STRONG AND SOME OF 'EM WEAK • • • •  
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SOME OF THOSE CO- WORKERS� WHY THEY WOULDN 'T KNOW 
AS MUCH AS SOME OF THEM PEOPLE TRYING TO GET UP HERE 

[TO SEE ME� THE AUTHOR] 
TO GET TO THIS [ROOM] TO GET SOMETHING TO EAT 

THEY DON 'T KNOW AS MUCH AS THOSE PEOPLE 
[ WAITING DOWNSTARIS IN THE HOTEL LOBBY TO SEE AUTHOR] 

BUT THEY DRESS IN THAT UNIFORM YOU KNOW 
THEY GOT NICE WHITE ROBE AND EVERYTHING 

AND THEY COME ON OUT THERE BUT THEY GOT MORE EVIL THAN 
THE FELLOW OUT THERE ON THE STREET HUSTLING GIN 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUIS IANA 

1641 

[Though a numb er of persons s ay so indire ctly in the tex t , info rmant 819 is 
the only person to tell me that many of the peop le came to get some thing to eat . 
Had this not been the case , I knew s ome of them would never have appeared - too 
s cared . Even so , a few came , excused thems elves and did no t return - somewhere 
I mention the doctors in Norfolk and Charles t on .  He , informant ,  is also one o f  
s everal pe rsons confirming the purpose why I was among them - to write a book 
(see also p . l29 0 ,  ti tle quo tation) . Julius P .  Caes ar was named for a whi te man , 
no t the Roman di ctator Caius (or Gaius ) Julius Caesar . Info rmant ' s  materi al is 
on cylinders A356 : 1-A361 : 2  = 1172-1177 . ]  

(Well , now , supposing they burn this b lack candle ag ains t me - j us t  what would 
be the ceremony involved? ) 

Well , now , I ' d  have t o  recite , relate the foundation of  hoodooism to get to 
that . I t ' s a pretty long s tory . 

Now , for inst ance , i f  I were King of the Hoodoos like my cous in was for 3 0  
years - he was King of the Hoodoos .  We ' d  call all our co-workers whi ch would be 
13 - 12 co-workers with him would make 13 . We ' d  go to work and surround all the 
skulls - we may have 6 or 7 dead-folk skulls out of the graveyard - and we ' d  have 
in thos e skulls ,  why , we ' d  have all those skulls line d up all the way around [ in 
a circle ] . He dresses hims elf in a big red gown . 

(Your cous in ? )  
Yeah , dresses himself in a b ig red gown . An d  everybody goes around , walk 

around there [ cir cles the skulls ] 13 times . And when they walk around there 13 
times - everybody ' s  setting their mind direct on one thing , now . They are all 
set ting the ir mind di re ct on that mos t  p arti c ' lar thing . And in doing that there 
will be a light will appear in there . 

(Be what? ) 
Be a light will appear in there . 
(A light will appear in the skull? )  
Yeah , the light will appear . 
[ For smoke from skull , see p . 2 82 , No . 819 ; for power from skull , p . 2 83 , 

No . 820 . ] 
. And the firs t skull that ' s  on the end , and when that light appear in that 

skull , you got your answer . That ' s  be the mo s t  p arti c ' lar remedy for that . 
Now , even as such , at de hoo doo b all , wish to have ' em  make a carnival - every 

carnival they have a hoodoo b all , you know , on carnival n ight . They have people 
from Chi cag o  and New York , Philadelphia - that ' s  during the t ime he [ cousin] was 
living - would come . Well , the poli ce and all - they all busy at carnival , you 
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know , and why they ' d  have that whole place , maybe about 250 candle light up 
the re ,  and may have about 25 skulls s cattered all around the floor - all of us ' d  
get around the re and they ' d  have their hoodoo dinner and singing an old song -
wish t I kin remember some of it , now . 

(How ' d they go ? )  
He [ informant ' s  cous in] s ings a song . 
[ Informant , who is speaking , then begins to sing . ]  
(My trans crib er notates that he is singing "in French? " She means Creole , 

though her question mark shows uncertainty . But on my checking the cylinder all 
I could he ar was a sing-song succession of syllab les . ]  

[My informant res umes speech . ] 
And as he ' d  be sing ing that song , you know , he ' d  be walking . 
[My not ation here and made at the time reads : ]  ( "He danced around the room . " ) 

[The informant danced. ] 
And then we ' d  all be around him singing that song , as he walk around . [He 

demons trates . ]  
(He ' d walk back and forth . ) 
And round and round . Everybody be dancing , you know , dancing around . Then 

after while when we ' d  s ing , the whole building would shake - she ' ll vibrate , 
she ' d  shake . Well , everybody that made their wish - the people in there make 
diff ' rent wishes for diff ' rent things . They ' d  go on home and they ' d  accomp li sh 
the ir wish . 

( I  see . Well , now , do they have that ball any more ? )  
Do they have it now? Well , now . Well , ah - there isn ' t  but two of u s  ever 

know any thing about that ball . 
(What was - was your cous in born in this state ? )  
Well , no , h e  from Richmond , Virgini a .  
(Oh , he ' s  from Richmond , Virginia . I see . )  
Richmond , Virginia .  He was the top hoodoo in this city . He left ab out 

$150 , 000 worth of re al es tate when he died . 
Now, here ' s ano ther thing what happened to him , which isn ' t much , but . 
(What was his name ? )  
Caes ar . 
( Caesar? What was his las t name? ) 
J .  P .  Caesar - Julius P .  Caes ar . Well , I stayed in that hous e fifteen years . 
( I  see . )  
Now , he has a secre tary . I want to tell you the s tory about the secretary to 

show you what happened , as much as he knew . 
She had been working there four years . Well , they had become intimate - that 

was his girl f riend . She used to take the rag s  o ff and put ' em up on the top of 
the safe and leave ' em dry - you know , quite naturally it dry up there . And he 
always had to have a pork chop at each meal . Well , she ' d  j us t take it , you know , 
and scrape some o f  it in there - you know , put some of the dus t  in there . He eat 
that and finally , while he was e ating tha t , he was going plumb nuts about her . 
Sometimes he wouldn ' t  go home to his family and stay .  S o  finally , h e  to ld a lady 
one day , he s ays , "Why , hell , there ' s  something going on wrong around he re , we 
got to clean up . "  He say ,  "There ' s something wrong . "  So finally his eyes had • 
taken so , he went on to the Char ity Hospital and - they have a good many white 
folks believe in that ,  he was colored and he was well known there - and they 
treated his eyes and everything . So , he went up to a fortuneteller and th is 
fortune teller told him that , "The girl is feeding you on something . "  He came 
on back and he called me and another co lored man upstairs and he s aid , "I want 
you all to get on your j ob . There ' s  some thing going on around here and I want 
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you all to watch Julie while she is cooking - wat ch her close . "  Well , when I 
would be around there , I ' d  go back behind the toilet or else go out by the rail
road track and lay down and peek through the fence . So ,  finally one day we set 
a trap for her .  We went on back out there - I and Joe - laid down looking 
through the fence like that . So he went on ups tairs and she had put the meat 
on . When she got up on the chair and re ached up on the old count ry safe and 
reached - we s aw  the rag , you know , that rag whi ch she t ie around ,  kind o f  long . 
We made i t  right around and caught her shaking it right in there , powder right 
into the . 

Here ' s  what happened . He fires her and she s t ays away 14 months and he s ent 
for her .  That ' s  how much a tendency , that the ef fe ct i s  supposed to have on him . 

(Now , you learned your work from your cous in? ) 
From my cousin . 
(Well , now , after you learned your work , did he ini tiate you in any particular 

way? Was there any sort o f  ceremony or init iation or what ? )  
Oh , yeah - oh , yeah . 
(What did they do when they performed the ceremony ? They don ' t  do that any 

more , do they ? )  
[ The second ques tion is leading , but i t  did not matter - I being a li ttle un

ce rt ain about some o f  his t es t imony . ] 
Well , no .  That ' s  the last hoodoo of all our o ld peop le . Me and Miss Murray 

was talking abou t  it  yesterday .  That the las t hoodoo o f  all our old [ some
th ing ? ] . Now , when the firm is ag reed upon one of the co-workers ,  why they ' ll 
have a chicken , what you migh t call g�ee-gree out o f  - fixed up with tomatoes , 
macaroni , raisins . You know these raisin what you eat , kind o f  a raisin-like , 
a little small thing comes from Central Ameri ca . 

( From grapes ? )  
Yeah , looks like a g rape , yeah . 
(Dried grapes ? )  
Yeah , yeah . And they take that and they mix all that . That ' s  g�ee-g�ee -

you know , it ' s  a mixture and they mix all that up together . Mix all that up to
gether and they ' ll put that table - set that tab le right out there . Then when
s omever that person - he takes a b ook and he reads a ceremony to ' em ,  and when 
she swears that she ' ll never divulge any secre t o f  the hoodooism , why then they 
swears her in . And sometimes they ask them thi s  ques tion - whether they want the 
good s ide or the bad side , whether they want to deal with the as t�az p Zane or 
deal with Luci[e� �o�k . There 1 s two s ides to everything . Well , you ' ll find a 
good many o f  ' em will say ,  "Well , I want to do the devil ' s  work . " Well , after 
they s tart to marching around , they call Luc ifer . 

(And he comes ? )  
Yeah . Now , whensomever he comes , he come wi th a ch ain . You c an  he ar that 

chain - look l ike he ' s  coming - I don ' t  know where [whether ] he ' s  coming but you 
hear that chain . When that chain come , well , then they all s i t  right down the re 
and eat and drink and have a good time , s ing these different hoodoo songs , and 
eat and drink . 

(Did your cous in have an al tar in his place o f  busines s ? )  
No , n o  altar . 

• (How did he conduct - now suppose you g ive me this example . Suppose your 
cous in were alive and I came over to consult him ab out something . What would be 
the ceremony they - the pro cedure I ' d  have t o  go through ? )  

Wel l ,  i f  you ' d  come in , "How you do , Do�. " Well , Do� , I came over here to see 
you about I ' m having some trouble wi th my old lady and she won ' t  s tay there , 
she ' s running around , and I really love her and I don ' t want to quit her and I 
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don ' t want to  kill her . I wants to b reak that . "  All righ t .  Soon as he tell 
you , "All right , "  why he might s ay ,  "Why , it  will cos t you $ 25 . 1 5 . "  They always 
carry that 15¢ you know . I f  his fee is $50 , the 15¢ must  come out . 

(Why? ) 
Well , that ' s  a key - that ' d  be a key , that 15¢ . And I never did get in the 

15¢ key , mysel f ,  even . But if it was $ 100 , it would be $ 100 . 15 .  You see . And 
he ' d  tell you , "All right . Why , hell , yes , we going to fix you up . "  All right . 
[ He demons trates . ]  Take he r name and write it  down seven times and he ' d  turn it 
to the eas t and he ' d  write your name down - make you write your name down over it 
seven times . And he ' d  t ake it , turn i t  to the east and fold it  that way , turn 
the other part - the other four corners - fold it that way , turn that part ' t ill 
it st rike the four corners . Then you would take that and put oil of Lorraine [ ? ]  
in it . Oil of Lorraine , that costs about $ 5 . 00 a ounce . 

(Oil o f  Lurren? ) 
Lorraine , Lureen . 
(How do you spell that? ) 
Well , I j us t  don ' t  know . 
(All right , go ahead . )  
You take that oil of  Lureen and you would drop seven drops o f  that oil o f  

Lureen on that , an d  t ake it  up , an d  you wrap i t  2 1  times with white silk thread 
and make s even knots in it [ demonstrates ] . 

(And as you do that , you wrap it  toward you , j us t as you were doing it  there . )  
[He is acting out everything he does ; sometimes with explanations , other times 

in pure pantomine . I conunent along the way . ] 
Ya - yeah , wrap j us t  like that 21 times and you take it  and you make seven 

knots in it . And after you make those seven knots in it , why you take it and 
place it on the altar [ demons trates ] .  

(Right here where this  picture is . )  
Yeah , that would be the altar right there . This would be  his real p lace of 

business , where all his s ecret work go  on . That would be the outer door and 
whensomever you ' d  get in there you done consult him , and you go on direct in here 
to do business . Now , you t ake that and you p lace i t  on the altar . You take � 
g reen candle , one whi te , and one red .  Now you take you , in front of that , in 
front of this alt ar , you take you - right in front o f  the altar , you make your 
stand right up in front o f  the altar . There ' s  the red candle , there ' s  the white 
right in the center , and there ' s  the green . 

(Now , wait a minute ! The red candle is at one side o f  the altar , at the right 
side o f  the altar ; the white ' s  in the middle . )  

And the green over here . 
(And the green at the left hand side o f  the altar . All right . )  
The green ' s on the left-hand side . And you s tand right up there and you take 

out three drops o f  this oil of tureen and rub it and make your wish . [He 
demons trates . ]  

(Wait ! You drop three drops of that oil of  tureen on your head and you rub 
it like that , and you rub it on your face . )  

Yeah , j us t  rub it on your face [ continues ] .  
(Over your J>ody . )  
Your body and everything . And take temple incense out of that small little 

j ar - j ust let , drop it - you take it and seal down in there - a little p inch o f  
i t  - you open i t  up an d  j us t  - three times . 

(Take three pinChes of it . )  
Three pinches - you can t ake that afterward , aft er you light it . And after 

you light it , why j us t  go all ' round him praying [ demons trates ] .  
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(You w�k around him . ) 
Walk all around him seven t imes . 
(You walk right around him . )  

1 645 

Yeah , seven t imes , driving all the evil influence from him - drive the evil 
influence from him , then . And you tell him to hold his mind direct on her , and 
his main des ire - what he wants , hold his mind direct on her . And that ' s  smoking 
like that - smoking good . 

(You make a circle and hold this little lid [ of temple-incense j ar ]  down , and 
making circles , you walk around him seven times . )  

Yeah , ye ah .  And after you do that , you take him and make him s tand on his 
tiptoes ,  like that [ demonstrates ] .  

(He stands on his tiptoes . )  
And he ' ll g ive you his hand like this . He ' ll be  j ust turning round like that 

to his righ t . He ' s  jest  be going ' round like that [ demons trates ] . 
( I  see . Oh , you circle him around . )  
Tum him around j us t  like that . And he s tops and turns b ack like tha t and 

you ask him how he feels , "Oh , I feel pretty good . "  Well , that ' s  supposed to  
work from ten to twelve days . 

(That will settle up the [my ]  wife quest ion? )  
That will settle that wife question .  
( I  see . Well ,  now , tell me how was the room decorated? Anything particular? ) 
Well , he have all different saints .  He might have S t . Peter , S t . Michael , 

Lady o f Perpe tual Help , St .  Anthony , Jesus Chris t , the sweet Virgin Mary . He 
have all those s aints around there and he have all kind of - every one of your 
client come in , they going to bring you a ni ce flower and you beautify that with 
flowers . 

(The altar ? )  
The altar .  And you keep a light [ taper in oil ]  continually burning on that 

al tar from one year to another .  
(What kind of  a light would that be? ) 
Well , you keep a pure white light going all the time . Now , when he leaves at 

night , round nine or ten o ' clock , he set s a pure white light . 
(That burns all night long ? ) 
Burns all night long . 
(Does he himself wear any particular garments ? )  
Well , he wears - you might say he wears a seal , which he makes up there him

sel f . I had the book at home on sea ls once - one of the s eals , but I . 
(Pardon me , but I meant , did he wear ordinary clothing when doing this type o f  

work? ) 
Well , he wears the clothing - each month yo ' re born in , that [book? ] tells you 

j us t  what you should wear - whether you should wear diamonds or sapphires or j us t  
what you should wear . But the mos t  o f  his clothes was b lue clothes . 

(Well ,  some times they wear robes , don ' t  they? ) [ A leading ques tion ,  but it  no 
longer made much difference . ]  

Well , he had robes when he was at his altar . 
(Oh , I see . )  
When he ' s  using his altar , he ' s  got his robe on . 

• ( I  s ee . What kind o f  a robe would that be? ) 
That ' s  a black robe . 
(That ' s  a black robe . Does he wear a hat or any thing ? )  
No . Wears a cap on the order o f  a hindu cap [ a  turban] . 
(What color is that ? )  
That ' s  green . 
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(Oh , that ' s  g reen . ) 
And the night they going to have the performance , th at is , to make some o f  the 

co-workers ,  then he dres ses all in red ,  from head to feet . Then everyb ody b are
fee te d .  Everybody b e  bare feeted at the hoodoo ball . 

(Well , now why are there only 13 in this b and? Was that the only b and in 
exis tence o r  is thi s  one band among o ther b ands ? )  

Well , why we h ave 13 in that b and , when we ge t rid o f seven o f  them , there are 
seven more co-worke rs , wai ting to come in the b and .  Now , you migh t take the 
queen of the hoodoos .  She might have , say 15 o f  ' em  up there o f  a carnival 
nigh t . She was in Baton Rouge [Louis iana] . Well , she ' d  bring them down . You 
g et the idea? And there ' d  always be 13 at the time . See , there might be 40 or 
50 o f  ' em going to be made there - may be s ome from Ch icago or di f ferent places 
of that kind . Well , they make seven at the t ime .  We ll , after they ' d  make that 
seven or e ight , they ' d  j us t  add on and make 13 more and they ' d  go ahead round -
that way it only about , s ay ab out 2 5  minutes o r  half an hour to make the co
workers . 

(Did you ever hear of a man c alled Doctor Buz zard? ) 
[ This was b ait to b ring out any workers he had heard about . I t  didn ' t work , 

but I would try again , later . ] 
I ' ve heard o f  him . 
(I me t a fellow called Doctor Buz zard , but I don ' t know whe ther he was the 

orig inal Doctor Buz zard . [ He was no t . ]  You ' ve heard o f  North and South 
Carolina? ) 

I ' ve he ard of hit , yeah .  
(He c ame  from over there . )  
I - ah - we h ad a fe llow - a preacher walking round he re was suppo sed to be 

his brothe r ,  a preache r supposed to be his b rother . 
(Doctor Buz zard? ) 
Supposed to be his b rother . 
(Do those people do hoodo o  work , too ?  Some do and o thers don ' t ? )  

That ' s  the idea - you g rasp the idea - some do and some don ' t .  Now , there is 
some o f  ' em deal direc t with no thing but the Bible . Then , they got s ome o f  ' em 
do clairvoyant work , or all that kind of s tuf f . They make hands , you know , � 
you up a lit t le b ag ,  and put s ome cayenne pepper and different stuff in there and 
tell you to go ahead and wear i t , why you going to h ave luck . Then they got some 
of ' em actually can fix a hand up wi th a Zucky bean , so i t  has a tendency to make 
a man go ahead and have luck . That ' s  the way that ' s  worke d .  

Now , in the healing s ervi ce , when they opening up at night to g o  on through 
the real ceremony at a church . Af ter they get through wi th th at he aling s e rvi ce , 
we ll , they line up all the co-workers . They line up all round the re . They al
ways have what you cal l twelve dis ciples , j us t  as Jesus Christ had . They line 
up around their mother and they line up around their mother , why , they ' d  s ing 
hymns , you know , and after they ' d  ge t through s inging that hymn lining up the re , 
then she ' d  s ay to ' em then , she ' d  s ay to ' em ,  "Whos omever have p ain ab out their 
b ody , come in the he aUng aircZe . "  I t ' s  a circle . Well ,  they ' d  all get in there 
and j us t - the co-worke rs would get ' round ' em like that [ demonstrates ] .  

(Rub down . ) 
Rub that o� ' em - yeah , rub down . They ' d g o  in the middle o f  their b ack -

cast it off , cas t  i t  off , like tha t . 
[With each downward s troke , the hand is cas t away , cast ing away the pain . ]  
(I s ee . ) 
And after they ' d get through with that , they al l  g o  t akes a seat - that is , 

the pub lic , they go take their seat . Then , aft er they get through with that , 
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all the co-workers_ go b ack and so their mothel' s ay , "Well , now , we will lis ten to 
the t es t imony . Anybody that really was sick and feels better , get up and let the 
public  know . " Well , I get up and I say ,  "Well , mo thel' , I feels a whole lot bet
ter now. I j us t  couldn ' t  hardly walk when I got here , but the pain has left me 
now . " Then anothe r fellow will get up and say , "Well , I had a pain in the 
knees • " Anothe r fellow get up and s ay ,  ''My s tomach was hurting me and the pain 
done le ft . "  Well , after that , they take up the real collection .  They pass a 
basket round and pi ck up the little pennies and dimes and go b ack there and empty 
it all in the holy water . And after they emp ty it  in the holy water and get 
through with that , then they pray over it  and bless that money . Then they coming 
out to broadcas t - that is , to tell fortunes . Well , they ' ll line up around 
there - all get in a line like that ,  and they ' ll j us t  sing a hymn . 

[ He s ings the hymn himself . ]  
Then , somebody out there in the pub lic will take to moaning after while . �. 

the spirit ' s  going in ' em  and they ' ll walk - walk around , walk around like that . 
They ' re looking around like that , with that other fellow over there singing , you 
know . [ Then she , the leader s ays , ]  "Have you go t  a s ister named Dinah , .Q.!. 
Louise ,  o r  Sadie in the other  world? " 

Well , naturally , I didn ' t  hear no names and I may have somebody who passed out 
by the name o f  Mary Jones , and you say ,  "Yes . " 

"Well , " she says to us ,  "you better be very good , and she got something she 
want to tell you - she ' s  looking out for you over yonder in the other world . "  

Well , the next day , you coming . You come in the next day and you put the 
dollar in . Now ,  she will tell you a few wo rds for nothing , and the next day you 
come and put that dollar in and get the whole thing . 

Well , I was to three or four and they couldn ' t tell me j us t  s traight . They 
going to call some different man done passed out or something o f  that kind . But 
some of ' em are good , will come right up to you and tell you , "I ge t  you . Have 
you got a b rother named Andrew Mit chel?  I see him far off . He ' s  not dead - he 
seems to be  far off  in Texas . " 

"Gawd knows you ' re telling the truth . 1 1 
And get that right on - some of ' em gets that summons . She ' s  j ust telling 

' em .  "And your brother i s  roaming around in trouble and you ' ll get a le tter in 
three days . "  You get that letter in three days , too . Some o f  ' em  gets that 
strong and some of ' em weak .  Some are strong , they go right on through that -
that the pro cess  they go through . Now , some o f  those co-workers , why they 
wouldn ' t  know as much as some of them e le t in to et  u here [ to see me , 
the author to get to this [ room ] to get s omething to eat . They don ' t  know as 
much as those people [waiting downstairs in the hote l lobby to see author ]  but 
they dres s  in that unifo rm ,  you know . They ge t nice white robe and everything 
and they come on out there . But they got more evil than the fellow out there on 
the s treet , that ' s  hus tling gin and going on - there more evil existing in that 
clas s of people . That ' s  the way that work out . 

(Well , you s ay that [ here in New Orleans ] the old-time hoodoo  doctors are 
passing away? ) 

Well , I want to tell you . Doatol' Mareene [ ? ]  • 
• [ Transcriber calls her Mareene everywhere instead of  Marie (Laveau) . ]  

(Who ? Was she an old-t ime ? )  
Old-time . 
(Wait a minute now . )  
Marie Laveau [ see p . 794 ] lived down in the French part o f  town . And she ' s  

supposed to turn to a witch , manifest away ,  any kind of ways - you ' ll s ee her , 
she is  all right ; then again , you wouldn ' t  see her . And every woman that ever 
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went to her who was in the family way ,  it wasn ' t  long behind before she j ust  
passed out . That why all the young girls went to her when she were living . 
She ' s  supposed to have a graveyard of her own . And when she was dying , she was 
about two years . Somebody come to her and s ay ,  ' 'Marie , you going dead . " She 
j us t  suffered , she j ust laid there and suffered , and - why she looked j us t  like 
a monkey . My cousin went and saw her and said , "I t ' s  a shame . " And that ' s the 
way she passed away .  But i f  she come - if you went to her and she told you - if 
you went to her for a law - for ins tance , if you went to her for a lawsuit case , 
or  if  a fellow had killed another person ,  and you ' d  go to her and tell her , 
"Well , my brother done kilt a man and he killed him in cold-blooded murder and 
I want to find out what can b e  done about it , "  she say , "Well , you got to go out 
to S t .  Roc ,  S t . Roc graveyard . "  

(Where ' s that ? )  
That ' s  downtown , the St . Roc graveyard . 
( Is that the old graveyard? ) 
That ' s  the old graveyard . 
(That little chapel near there ? ) 
No , that little chapel named after S t . Ro c ,  but St . Roc g raveyard is down 

near - about 25 b locks from here . I been to it  a couple of  times . The most  of  
the people go there . They got St . Roc ' s  picture up there and you see about five 
thousand crutches over there , what people going and pray in S t . Roc ' s graveyard , 
and after they get through and after their prayers , why quite naturally they get 
right up and walk right out of  the graveyard . That ' s  the way - that the way S t . 
Roc ' s  graveyard are handled . 

(You s ay she sent them there? What did she do about the law case? ) 
Well , she ' d  go  there and make her wish in this most particular case . 
(This Marie? )  
Yeah , yeah . She ' d go and make her wish there - you there with her - and when 

you ' d  go on b ack out there , she ' d  quite naturally get the name of the j udge , the 
dis trict attorney whosomever he is , and she ' d  go ahead on b ack and she ' d  fix up 
a little bag and put it on you , or else she would get in with the police , give 
him ten or fifteen dollars , tell ' 1m ,  "Now you get this  to so-and-so-and-so . "  
She was pretty well in with them . And theys go there and hand it to whosomever 
in j ail , and he put that in there , and it wouldn ' t  b e  nothing but mist rail , mis
trial , mistrial until it makes the j udge j ust get mad and dis charge i t .  The case 
never come up . 

(Didn ' t  she have some fellow , a nephew or something , Marie? )  
Yeah , she had some nephews . 
(Didn ' t  someone carry on her work or 
No , I don ' t know of anybody carrying 

used to be  right in the house with her . 
man Louis was next to her . 

(What was his name? Louis what? ) 
Louis - Louis . 

something of  that sort? ) 
on her work . She had a niece what jus t 
Of  course , after Marie Laveau died , o ld 

[Here I probably turned off  the machine before he s aid Chonfonte . ]  
(Louis Chonfonte? )  
Chonfonte , ;res . Well , when old man Louis got ready to die - that ' s  once when 

I was with my cousin - now he was a hundred and some odd years and he comes to my 
cousin and he told him , he said , '�ell , Pete [Peter = P .  in cousin ' s  name ] ,  hell , 
I done kill all I can and they s ay they want me . They done asked for me . Hell , 
I ' ve got to go to pay the price , I can ' t  send nobody . "  

Now , for instance , they go and ask an evil sp irit to go and take a certain 
person - demanding it . Well , you going to have a certain remark to kill . Well , 
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the spirit don ' t  do nothing for you unles s you going to do s omething for him . 
Wel l , you promise him , say ,  "Well , al l right , I am going to set so many and s o  
many lights for you . [ Some o f  the saint s  are turned into evil spirits . ]  Or I 
am going to come out here Where the evil spread and bring liquor for you so-and
s o  many days . "  [For liquor and spirits , see pp . 32- 33 , Nos . 7 7-79 ; atso titles 
and quo tations on pp . l2 2 0 & 1401 . ]  I made i t  twice a month for twelve months . 
Now , you miss one of them times - if  you want to - well , if  you mis s  one of them 
times , that reverse the thing and g ives him power over you for making such a 
promise as that wi th him . And that ' s  the way that mos t  parti cular part is worked 
out . 

So he told my cous in , say ,  "Well , I can ' t  make it no more , I ' m j us t  go t to go . 
Well , eat that s tuf f . Here , I can ' t  make it this year , " he say , "you j us t  look 
for me any time betwixt now and this nine months . "  

The next man is [ Something ? ]  John . He come one day in the back yard . He was 
hot when he got there . He told my cous in , he s ay [ several words which my tran
s criber labels " (French) " but behind the las t  par en thesis I placed a ques tion 
mark] . He told him , he called the devil . And my cousin told him , "I ain ' t 
scared o f  him because I 'm physically strong and I knows him . "  

(What was this man ' s  name ? )  
[ Something? ]  John . 
(Groan John? ) [Grosj ean? ] 
That ' s  an old Creole fellow . "Well , I done done all I could and I - and the 

spirit come and tole me , ' Well , they want him . ' " You s ee ,  i f  you going to do 
work wi th Luci fer , you sign a agreement wi th Luci fe r that you would g ive yourself 
to him . You sign a contract wi th him . Well , he makes the way open for you to go 
on and do whatsomever you want to do unt il you get to your number . And when you 
get to your number you - he come and he demand but he notify you in t ime . Then ,  
you wants to take up the as tral part , that is , to deal dire ct with the saints , 
but it 1 s too la te ; you over yonder in hell , then you have to deal with Lucifer 
direct . But he warns you away ahead of t ime ,  let ' s  you know . 

(Anything t o  it? ) 
No - no - no . 
(Tell you what I 'm going to do . I am going t o  have you around here special . 

I am going to b ring those books and I want you to read some o f  the thing s that 
she wrote and I want you to check up on them . Now , don ' t  doub t her word . Don ' t 
doubt he r  word . You know things that are going on around here . And I ' d [ b ook 
will ] give you an ide a . ) 

[ This book wri tten by a young b taak woman , I wan ted to know whe ther it was 
l it erature or a s cientific investigation . ]  

Certainly , certainly . 
I st ayed in that house 1 8  ye ars and for 15 years I ' ve taken up a course but I 

never would le t an - them confirm me . I went on to a Hindu who came down here 
from Calcutta , Indi a .  He came down here to get some information on - about what 
was going on in America like you doing here now - to wri te up a book on it . 

(He wasn ' t  Indian Joe?  Ever he ar o f  Indian Joe ? )  [ He wasn ' t  Mark Twain ' s  
character but a traveling sand art is t interviewed in Virg inia and mentioned 
somewhere . ]  • 

No , he was named J • • • •  [ no ]  Morris J ahout [ or Jawitz] . He came from Morris 
Jahout p al ace in Calcutta , India , and they all carried the name o f  the King of 
the Hoodoos . [See comment later . ]  I f  you be con firmed from there , why your name 
is Morris Jahout . You set as ide your name and you carry that name . And I drawed 
up a b rief for him , I drawed up a brief for him for $ 25 [ on]  days when I co llect 
insurance [I mean] days when I woul dn ' t  have anything to do . I ' ve got all that 
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s tuff there and I would j us t  write everything and each brie f - why I drawed out 
a b rief and hand it to h im .  H e  g ive me [ the money ] . 

[ The so- called palace in Calcut ta , wherever lo cated , was surely one o f  the 
many diploma mills issuing a paper s t at ing that you are qualified by the ins t i
tute , b rothe rhood , fellowship or whatever it  i s , to practice or teach so-and-so . 
See Madam Collins , p . 99 5 , line 2 6  to p . 996 , line 7 . ]  

[ My notat ion at the time , later copied on the t rans crip tion years ago while 
reche cking the cylinders , reads , "Use with care . Mos t  o f  this is made up , some 
is prob ab ly all righ t but spoiled b y  elaborat ion . "  I made thi s snap j udgment , 
an ab s olute one , on the b as is o f  my que stion , " ( Did your cous in have an altar in 
his place o f  busines s ? )  • 1 1 And he answers ,  "No ,  no al tar . "  Yet later h is cous in 
is us ing an alt ar .  Af ter I had gained more experience , I realized that the al t ar 
work had b een his own or something familiar to him , that his account o f  the heal
ing and spiri tualist s ervi ces could not have been made up , and tha t  his material 
needed reevaluation . ] 

A WOMAN NAMED IDA 

I CAN DO ANYTHING TO BE DONE 
BUT I DON 'T LIKE TO KILL NOBODY 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 

[ "New Orleans , La . , Mon . , Mar . 14 , 19 38 - [ [ informant ] ]  844 - I da Bates -
woman 50  - excellent - [ [ b rought by ] ]  Mack - coming [ [ ag ain ] ] tomorrow , ran out 
of records [ [ cylinders ] ] " - Numbere Book 823- 884 . "Ran out of  records " did not 
happen often .  My special carrying case he ld 50 cylinders . She des cribes the 
peavine dri ll ,  a candle dance . Her material is on 10 cyl inders ( f irst day )  A466-
A4 72 (next day )  A47 8-A4 83 = 12 82-12 88 and 1294-1299 . ]  

You get moving powders - the whi te powder like - white powder and you use one 
quantity o f  that powder on a Monday night , you us e anoth er quant i ty on a Wednes
day night . Do you hears wh at I s ays ?  

( I  understand . )  
The las t quant ity on a Fri day night . That ' s  three throws and i f  you ' re not 

succes s ful in the three throws , you wai t  unt i l  the next Friday night that ' s  a 
week dis t ance . Then you gets a war powdezo - a wazo powder is a slate colored 
powder . You take that and you throw th at on that Friday nigh t . That ' s eight 
night s  difference , e ight nights · di fference . Then you throw it ag ain on a Monday 
night , you throw i t  ag ain that Wednesday night . That ' s  s ix thzoows .  I f  s ix 
throws don ' t move them , you gets a b o t tle o f  war watezo , war water. You throw 
that the next Monday night , you throw again Wednesday night , and Friday night 
they ' ll move or either kill up one ano ther . They going on - someb o dy ' s  g oing 
on . Th at ' s  for the next- door ne ighbor and tha t ' s  for disag reement . 

Pick up yoer t racks . Pick up three tracks , and you mix that powder - you dry 
it out . it might be muddy ,  it migh t be dry dus t .  You mixes that powder with gun
powder , salt , cayenne pepper - that ' s  the ho t , hot lickrish [ liquid ] pepper [ pep
per used for peppe r  sauce ] . You can get it out the druggist o r  get it out of  the 
gro cery s to re .  And you makes a powder wi th that . Then you t akes a p iece o f  
writ ing pape r , or a pie ce o f  b rown p aper , and you makes three sheet s  o f  paper -
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cu t i t  three shee t s . Then you cut s the four corners o f f  o f  that p aper and you 
make nine cro s ses on every shee t . 

(In a r aw - j us t  nine cro s ses in a row? ) 
No , nine cros ses anywhere on th at paper . Then you t akes that powder and you 

puts it into the three shee ts o f  paper and every d ay at twelve a ' clock ,  you throw 
one pie ce into a fire or make a fire in the yard or put i t  in the s tove . Well , 
i f  you put it in the st ove , i t  leave such a odor i t ' ll almos t run you out the 
ho us e  - that pepp er ' s  too strong in burning in a close fire . And that will keep 
them age ing . 

You takes a b ath . You gets ammoni a , you gets Epsom s alts , you get alum ,  and 
the re ' s  a t re e  they calls a money tree . 

(A money tree . ) 
A money tree . And the p lain speaking of this tree is the tree of paradise . 

I t ' s  a leaf g row j us t  like seven or eight finge rs - like a hand but it ' s  small 
like the fingers . And you gets either the leaves or the stem of thi s  tree and 
you boil it and make a t ea out o f it , And then you p our it int o thi s  b ath and 
you b ath f rom foot to he ad . Then you g o  to work and you gets this holy wate r 
from the Cath ' li c  Church and you ' noint your head and face every morning with it 
and you makes a p rayer . You goes to church and you lights you a light , or s ay ,  
you make a novena . And that he lps you great and wonder ful .  

( I f  anybody i s  trying t o  harm you . ) 
Trying to harm you . 
They takes a person ' s name and you writes it nine t imes - say nine times , 

that would be nine days . And you goes to a wi llow t ree at the fo rk o f  the road . 
I t  migh t be the right o r  it might be the le f t  and it might b e  right s t raight 
through . Some times there ' s  three ways to go to a fo rk of a road - s omet imes i t ' s  
only two , right and le ft . You buries that name into a willow tree or sy camo re 

� · Takes that dus t out o f  that ro ad , wi th this name , and you take a kni fe or 
a butche rkni fe or hat che t o r  wha-cha-call- it and you cut s a hole into this tree , 
or s ay a s lice . And you s ti ck that in the re and then the tree ' s  g rowing and 
growing and g row over this name and t racks of dir t f rom forks of the road , and 
it ' ll b e come , have a pers on crazy , or a pers on walk away , or a person keep 
ageing . 

Well ,  I tell you how it would b e  fixed.  I would explain to you and then you 
will have your j udgment ab out it . See . The way to fix that house , like I would 
b e  in this ro om , and I would j us t  have to move out - no one dis ag reeab le with me , 
and ne ither the landlord , might b e  the next-door neighb o rs . Well , anyhow , we ' d  
get the move on , and I j us t  would have to move out and you wouldn ' t want no 
money .  Well , I coul dn ' t st ay in the house wi thout paying him . You wouldn ' t  g ive 
me your prope rty to live in without some kind o f  funds . Well , I would go to the 
g ro ce ry  s tore , or would g o  to a har dware , or I may find nails into the home or 
s ome thing like that . You gets nine ten-penny nai ls and ab out four o ' clo ck in the 
evening ,  or int o  twelve o ' clo ck or seven at night , I would s t art to packing up ,  
making noise - anailing and anailing . I would nai l three nails into the front 
window , the s ills - the frame o f  the window and I would nai l  three int o  the fron t 
door and I woul d nail three into the baCk doo r o f  the room . I f this could b e  my 
room like a hotel but my spe cial room ,  i t  would b e  my hous e . I would nail little 
na�ls down and I would make my b ad wish , the b ades t  wishes in the world that you 
could wish the person . I would move out of that hous e . Mayb e it would be a year 
to come that house would never &e t  ren ted . That ' s  crossing a house . I f  a person 
would move in it , they wouldn ' t  live - couldn ' t  live in it a month . They ' d  move 
out . Couldn ' t  keep the hous e rented . 

Now , the way to do that , you might not have the person in mind , or your wife 
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migh t  no t have the person in mind . You ' d  put up signs on top of s igns . Good 
cus tomer like , you would like to rent the house to . You might know her and your 
wi fe might know her , and give them the privilege of renting this hous e . You ' ve 
got a good hous e over there and you ' d  like for them to rent i t . Well , they might 
go in there and they couldn ' t  stay .  Well , now , I would come along . We would get 
confused and no upsett ing or no b ack- rent or no thing . I ' d  j us t  have to move .  
You ' d  see where I couldn ' t s tay ,  where I ' d  get up se t  and confused - I couldn ' t  
s t ay .  Well , I would t ake a second tho ught . I ' d s ay ,  "I t ' s  something wrong about 
this hous e . "  I ' d  likes it and all b ut no mind for st aying . The landlord ' s  all 
right and everything . Well , I might get to looking around the hous e , see . Well , 
I ' ll underst and it . You wouldn ' t  understand it , your wi fe wouldn ' t  unders tand 
it . I would spe ak t o  you about thos e nails . You wouldn ' t  wanta upset your prop
erty .  You wouldn ' t  want to go to work and put out no expenses , o r  you might 
laugh at me and take it for fun . Well , I would go to the drug store , mys elf -
this is mysel f .  I would get a s crub o r  a wash fo r that house . You ' d ge t  one box 
o f  lye - a box of  lye - you ' d  move that vanity - open that box - open that vani
ty . You ' d  put a po rtion o f  that lye in there like tonight - in that co rner . Put 
a portion in this corner , a portion in that corner , and a por tion in that corner . 
[ She ' s pointing to the vanity and the four corners of the room in which we were 
s it ting . ]  

( In the four corners o f  the room . )  
In the four corners of  the room . Now , you wouldn ' t  s crub it that night .  

You ' d  put enough water on that lye to dampen - you know , j us t  to  wet , damp i t . 
It  gets in the sockets and the holes , crosses into the four co rners , s t arting 
rooting up the cPOss [ spell someone put on the room or house ] .  The next mo rning 
you ' d  get up and ge t you a bottle o f  ammonia . You ' d  put lye into the ammonia ,  
you ' d  ge t b lueing and you ' d  put alcohol in i t ; you ' d  put cinnamon , put spi ce . 
You put clove in there . Well , now ,  you ' d  s t art from that room on back or on 
front , whe resomever way the lead-out g oes . S crub i t  out- and-out . You have to 
do that your own personal s el f , out-and-out , and wash up with that lye and that 
dope and everything . Well , now , your mind - you light you a g reen l ight [ candle ] 
to St . Pete r .  Now , your mind would commence to gettin ' quartified. [ I  sugges t  
quarti�ed = cut into four parts like the old-f ashioned pie , or a log quar tered , 
or the term may have been made up on the spur of  the moment . ] He ' d  s ay ,  "Well , 
how is everything now? 1 1  You s ay ,  "We ll , things is get ting kind of s traight . " 
He s ay ,  "Well , you didn ' t  take my [ door]  sills up ? "  You say ,  "No , I didn ' t  take 
your sills up , but I have a remedy that I think will work on it all right .  I 
don ' t  know how it is . "  Well , the main purpose is to uncross that house . We ll , 
now , say that if  you move out , s omebody else wil l  move in it . Someb ody else will 
move i t .  Everyone come in , they j us t  goes that much further . Well ,  now , you 
come to be lucky with the house . Well , that ' s  the way they cPOsses a hous e , 
that you can ' t  rent it . 

( I  see . Did you say i t  was the vanity - sort o f  a bureau or a chi ffonier ? )  
Yes , sir . You move that out , say out o f  the corner - you know , you go tt a get 

to the corners . 
[ I f  someone is burning a candle against you , ] you goes to your hydrant . I t ' s  

a simple thing . You goes to your hydrant for nine mo rnings - nine and twelve 
o ' clock , and nine in the evening . But you have to ge t to the hydrant before s ix 
o ' cloCk in th! morning . Hold your head under the hydrant and wash your head 
b ack . See , some people would wash it down . Don ' t  let it go down in your eyes ; 
but you let the hydrant run on your head � right on there .  Then you wash your 
face . And every time those nine days you b e ' s  on : you lights a candle at six 
o ' clo ck in the morning , you lights a candle at twelve , you light a candle at six 
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in the evening . Now , you gotta be ' s  up to this hydrant before six and if your 
head is wet the candle wouldn ' t  s t ay l it to save your life . You could light it 
a thousand t imes . it can ' t  stay lighted - not if  it ' s  on your head . 

(Do you have to - in addition to putting the water on your head , you have to 
light some candles , too , don ' t  you? ) 

No , no ! 
(To make those other candles go out ? )  
No , no ! 
(I see . You simply have to b athe before six o ' clock because those o ther 

candles are lighted . )  
Yes . 
[My informant here uses an agile you , pretending I 'm both victim and evil

doer . The latter lights the candle at six , twelve , and six ;  the former washes 
his head before s ix , b efore the candle is lighted - "it can ' t  s tay lighted . " ] 

A b lack candle is not [ so ]  dangerous as a red candle - no . To burn a b lack 
candle , you burns - you writes a person name nine times : ' cross  s traight and 
upside down , nine times ; three times up , three times ' cross  and three times up
s ide down . Now , you get you a black candle . You write on that black candle 
[wi th pin or pencil - latter need not show] three times . That ' s  twelve times , 
you see , the person name ' s  wro te .  You write the nine onto a paper - any kind of 
paper - and you write three times onto the candle . That ' s  twelve times . Now ,  
you cut this candle , the end o f f  [ demons trates ] .  It ' s  like this i s  the s tem 
[wick ] , you cut that of f .  Then , you turns it upside and make a stem on there 
[ the bottom ]  - cuts a portion of f and you kin light it .  And you puts it on this 
name . [The name 9 times on a piece o f  paper is usually flat in a dish , the can
dle is set on this paper " to b urn a candle on you , " and various ingredients are 
put about the bottom o f  the candle . ]  Then you puts your cayenne pepper , put your 
[ ordinary] vinegar . Then the re ' s  a black vinegar in the drug s tore they calls 
vin- [ I  failed to understand the word ,  as did my trans cribe r  later ,  who writes 
vin • • • • •  ] • 

(What? ) 
Vin • • • • •  [my trans criber again ] . 
It ' s  black as that coat you got . 
[ I  was evidently wearing a b lack suit . Or was the room so cold or damp I had 

to  wear a black topcoat as in Waycross ,  Georgia? ] 
[ This was my firs t encounter with b Zaak vinegar. Only momentarily did a b Zaak 

vinegar sold by a druggist  confuse me . Even though I had seen over the years a 
lot o f  vinaigre in France and it wasn ' t  b lack , I knew the answer . ]  

( Vinaigre . )  
[ And my informant answers . ]  
Vinaigpe - vinaigpe . 
[ For these three words my trans criber writes vinaig . ] 
[Why is the vinegar black? I would guess a very dark French vinegar - wine 

o f  course ,  whi ch would be b lackish compared to the Ameri can apple vinegar . 
Whether apple vinegar could hold in suspension a b lack coloring matter , I do not 
know . My informant cont inues with a third vinegar . ]  

Then , that o ther vinegar - it ' s  the three spirits . 
• (That o ther vinegar is called the tree of spirits ? )  

Tpee of spirits - three spirits [ Father , Son , and Holy Ghost? ] .  That ' s three 
vinegars you got the re . Now , you got  your cayenne pepper , you got three lemons . 
You have cut up three lemons in there ,  cut it j us t  like you making a layer [ slice 
the lemons in rings ] .  Put it  into the lamp . Then you lights this candle 
that ' s  on the bad s ide - and you run a person nearly crazy with that , see .  Put 
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this vinegar [ three mixed ] in a saucer or a pan or s omething or in a t in can . 
(You said a red candle is worse than the black . ) 
The red candle is worse than the b lack candle . 
(How do they handle that red candle? )  
Almost the same way .  Yes , the red candle rules the b lack one . 
Well , St . Rita is a good s aint , but S t . Rita don ' t  like a man . 
(Why? ) 
Well , because she had a husband . She did everything in the world to please 

him - that husband - a kind affe ct ionate wife and everything , but she never could 
please the husband . And if the husband says he didn ' t  want bread , that [ then] 
she ' d have to cook rocks - wouldn ' t  g ive her bread . Well , o f  course , that hard
ened her heart and feelings towards men , but she ' s  good for women . And i f I ' m  in 
love with a man , or ano ther woman loves a man , she do ' s  a portion of favors but 
not all the way through . 

(Well , how would you go to St . Rita , for what particular thing ? Give me an 
example . )  

Well , you could go to her because you ' re a man . She ' d  do all the favors in 
the world for you , j us t  through kindness o f  her . But she got ta know i f  i t ' s  for 
me [ a  woman ] . [ She ' ll ]  do it  for me . Like I would go to her and say , "Well ,  my 
husb and ' s  such-and-such a thing and I want him to  come home . I wants him to do 
such-and-such a thing towards home , or he is not affectionate towards home . " 
She turns her b ack on that , she don ' t  wanta hear that . 

St . Expedite is a good saint . He ' s  a qui ck saint , the minute s aint . 
(What do you mean by that? )  
In three days he ' ll get a success .  That ' s if you go with all your heart and 

main and me ans what you s ay .  
St . Roc , he will  do evil in this way.  He will g ive flesh . 
(What do you mean? )  
I f  you wants - i f  you didn ' t  have a wife , o r  you seen a lady you wanted , you 

wants her , you would go to him and ask him to g ive you this woman . You wants 
her j us t  for your use ,  so you ' d  j ust want to  be with her - you don ' t  know if 
it ' s to s tay o r  not .  Well , this woman might no t want you . She may want you 
but then she will pret end she don ' t  want you . That ' s  to bear you o f f  j ust to 
see how far , how deep you care for her , or what could she have you for or  what 
could she get ,  or try you out maybe . She might love you better than you do her . 
Well , you ' d go to S t .  Roc .  You would light a light , you ' d  make your wish and 
your des ires , you ' d  pay for your light . All right . You may go a week or you 
may go over a week . You ' d  get that des ire , b ut S t .  Roc will take you - you 
promise him and you give him what you promise , he ' ll give you your des ire . But 
he ' ll take the one that you love dearer than what the Lord does . He give flesh 
but he ' ll t ake flesh . 

(What do you mean , he ' ll take flesh? ) 
Well , somebody will die . 
(Somebo dy in your house? ) 
Why , sure - the one you love . 
(In exchange for this favor? ) 
Yes sir . 
You take a �erson ' s  shoe - tha t ' s  i f  you wanta harm 1 \DD. You t akes that -

the re ' s  a piece into the shoe , you take that piece clean out .  You put you some 
lye in there , lye , and [ sugar ] cane syrup , cane syrup . Don ' t  pour the syrup till 
it  be lickrish [ liquid]  - a few drops into the lye . Lye eats anything . Lye eats 
anything you put it on .  You puts - let it [ insole ] dry . You puts this p iece 
b ack on in the shoe , level i t  j us t  the way it  were in there before you took it  
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out - no wrinkles or no thing . A pers on would wear that shoe - say i t ' s  like a 
Sunday shoe , not a everyday shoe , like a Sunday shoe . Well , in a week ' s  time 
that would dry out and take [ flat ten ] down until they couldn ' t felt it . They ' d  
put on that shoe . Their fee t would beg in t o  get sore . Something the mat ter 
with the feet - tender fee t ,  can ' t  walk far .  Keep on , keep on and g radually , 
gradually their feet will commence to swelling up and i t  wi ll swell up until 
they can ' t wear that shoe no more . I t  come then to go up in their flesh and 
bones and t ake effect ,  and it may swell up and bus t open or have sore toes and 
sores  that break out on the feet , but then they can ' t  dis cover them . 

Yes , sir , but you ' ll have to go to the graveyard yourse lf . That ' s  what they 
call the graveyard dirt . 

(What do they do with that? )  
Well , it ' s  a bad powder ,  i t  makes confusion and evil spiri ts . 
You gets a June bug , you ge ts John de Conker roo t ,  you get  John de Conker oi l .  

You gets a aontro l powder - aon trol pO/JJder - and then you kin get the aontro l 
liakrish [ liquid ] - it ' s  a green . In li ckrish i t ' s  g reen and in the powder i t ' s  
a brown . And they bo th is the same but it ' s  j ust  a lickrish [ and ] the powder . 
And you get guine a seed . You get lode s tone . You get lode s tone - now there three 
kind of lodes tones . You get the b laak lodes tone like a s tone aoal .  Then you 
gets the white lodestone - it ' s  l ike a roo t , i t ' s  almos t like a ginger or  John de 
Conker root , but it ' s  a s tone - i t ' s  the co lor of that s tone . And you gets a 
luak pol.t)der. 

(Well , now , that ' s  two lodes tones - two s tones . What ' s  the o ther varie ty ? )  
We ll , they ' s ano ther - a dus t lodestone - like a powder , like gunpowder [ in 

color} . And you puts a portion into - put it all together - a portion . Then , 
whateve r  perfume you like or wherever your mind leads you , you dresses it with 
this perfume - say ,  Jo ckey Club or Lucky Dog or Vio let or Whi te Rose ,  or any 
o the r kind of pe rfume your mind ' s  on . You dresses this whole dope and then you 
puts it into a lit t le s ack or a lit tle bag . Sew it up and then you takes and 
you gets you a piece of shammy ,  because shammy when you - s ay , you have to feed 
it . One rain don ' t make no arop and one bottle of mi lk don 't raise no baby . So 
by you ' nointing it with that perfume , whenever it gets dry - the powder that ' s  
got it , take and anoint it . Well , the shammy ,  see , it ' ll be we t but it won ' t  
make no st ains or nothing on the clo thes . See . You sew it up and make a bag 
out of  it . Well , that ' s  for a gamb ling hand , or say a suaaess hand , if  i t ' s  any 
business deal or anything like that . 

[ She now prep ares an elaborate s arub for busines s .  Many kinds of s arubs will 
be found under BUSINESS ,  pp . 669-744 . ] 

Get some red an tses , many as you kin get . I f  you can ' t get them , picking them 
out , you get somebody to get you a bottle o f  them into dirt  and all - say a buck
et or a p an .  Cover them up and then when you get ' s  whe re you going , take sugar 
o r  syrup o r  honey to draw the ants out of the dirt . Like say ,  you would get  some 
o f  those  ants in that bottle . We ll , you ' d  s top them up , dirt  and all . Now , say ,  
like this tab le ,  you wouldn ' t  b e  us ing this tab le . You would pour that portion 
o f  antses and the dir t in a pile , j us t  pour it out up side down . Now , you would 
have this syrup , either some honey or sugar , off  a dist ance from this dirt . Well 
then , when you get ' em into a lo t ,  commen ce to mingling around , they can ' t  crawl 
out of the syrup and they can ' t crawl out of the honey , but they could crawl out 
of the sugar , but they wouldn ' t  - they ' d  go down into the sug ar .  You understand? 
Well , now , you could us e the sugar and all . Just rake them into a bucket or can 
or  some thing , whatever you are going to scrub with . Then you get you s ame white 
roees - white roses out  o f  a garden . You could get you some codf ish . You would 
boil that . You would get you a bunch of pars ley or  about two - if it ' s  a large 
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p l ace , two bunches o f  parsley . You would get you a bunch of  thyme - that ' s  what 
they uses for seasoning . You would ge t a bunch of g reen onions or  two . You ' d  
cut that up into that codfish whilst i t ' s  boiling . Make-a j us t  a gumbo out of  
it . Now , you ' d  t ake a s trainer and you would s train that . You wouldn ' t  want 
peop le to be passing around your place and s aying , "What is th at ? "  and "What is 
that b ack in back ? "  You would s train that into your bucke t or your tub - what
somever you are going to f ix you to s crub wi th . You ' d  get you a bunch o f  b ay 
leaf - that g rows on a tree in the woods , but they sells that in the market . 
And you ' d  put ab out a pound or two pounds o f  b rown s ugar ; b rown sugar , no t the 
whi te - the real brown cane sugar , it ' s  damp- like . I know you mus t have seen 
some of it . [ This is the old- fashioned b rown sug ar , raw sug ar befo re it was 
refined to death and bleached pure white ; brown sugar which in my boyhood and up 
to the Firs t World War was sold everywhere in gPOae�y sto�e s from a large barrel . 
Unlike modern granul ated brown sug ar , which is almos t  tas teles s ,  damp- like b rown 
sug ar had a s ugar- cane t as te - mildish maple to s ome . ] You use that . Af ter you 
use that - say that you got a busines s . Sunday is the best  day in the year , in 
the month or in the year , of  any a day is , to s crub for luck . Sunday . On a Sun
day , be cause in the Ten Commandments , Sunday is the firs t day of  the week . S at
urday is the S abb ath day ,  Saturday , but Sunday be ing the firs t day of the week , 
it ' s  the luckies t  o f  the year i f  anybody wi th a bus iness is  to s crub . And s crub 
at night - s crub at night . You can take your own time and your own mind , who
somever is s crubb ing , and ain ' t  got to wait to le t this one pass and the other 
one pass . You go on through with your bus ines s .  Well , j us t  like you be succes s
ful in going on through with your bus ines s without s topping and chatting and 
t alking and this one s topp ing you . That ' s  where your success will come in . You 
underst and? Like I was going out , leave here and go home , I ' d  go righ t on away 
through whatsomever I had t o  do - go to supper or whatsomever - well , I ' m suc
cess ful in my trip . But if I meet this one and stop and meet the o ther one and 
stop , you couldn ' t  keep your bus iness before you . 

You gets the law ' s  name - you get the ir name , who ' s on the beat or who ' s  got 
a tip-off on you.  You gets a can of Karo Syrup ,  can o f  Karo Syrup , and you get 
you a b ottle of honey . They say ,  "What ' s  sweeter than honey? " I t ' s  love . You 
understand? Then you get you a dime o f  ammonia - a bottle . You pour that into 
a quart bot tle - int o  a quart bott le . And like you got a private room or cellar 
or p antry , you puts that away b ack in a corner in the dark . Put that name over 
there , pour that honey on there . You pour that anmonia on there and you se ts 
this three ' gre dient s ( syrup , honey , ammonia] , you sets it  b ack into a corner 
a dark p lace . The law wi ll pass there . You ' ll have a fight out the re in f ront 
of your pl ace - not you , but your cus tomers migh t get afighting . They s ee it 
all and don ' t  s ay anything ; they go on ab out their busines s . Somebody may go 
and report it - such-and-such a thing happened over there . "Well ,  I don ' t  never 
see no trouble over the re . "  They ' ll keep away from the p lace . 

Well , now , you git a beef tongue , a beef tongue . You goes into a butcher shop 
on tha t  morning before that [ court ] c ase . Say ,  l ike you gotta g o  in front of the 
j udge nine or ten o ' clock,  you be in that but cher shop at f our o ' clock in the 
morning . Have all your o ther thing s there because the gro cer and things is not 
open that early . You gotta always be at the head . 

(You have lo go down to the market - that ' s  the big market ? )  
Open all night . 
( I  see . All right . )  
Yeah . You be ' s  in there at four o ' clock . You have your lights [ candles ]  and 

you have your ice and have every thing overnight . Now in the morning at four o ' 
clo ck you be in the market getting this beef tongue . You gets that beef tongue , 
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the guzzle and all , j ust  like it  is . You get that - if the guzzle too long , 
cut a piece o f  that guz zle off . You ge ts a i ce pick and you make a trench in 
that ice - a hole like a trench with the ice pick .  Now , you set that tongue 
level with that t rench and j us t  level it  there - put it down into  this i ce . 
There ain ' t  no thing , but the ice what you took o f f  o f  that ,  fallen off . Jus t 
gets the trench and level . Then you digs nine holes into thi s  i ce all around 
this tongue - nine o f  them . Put plain white candles in them . 

( In those holes ? )  
Yes , nine of them . Now you light them but don ' t  burn them but two hours . You 

burn ' em two hours . I f  you light them at six , let them burn until eight . Now 
you going to court by t en or eleven . When you g oing out , you light them again . 
You unde rs tand ? Burn them two hours . And you g.ets - get the ice and dig them 
nine holes  in the re and you put the candles down in there . Now yo� put a lit tle 
candle [melted wax] - let it  drip down in there , kind o f  s teady ' em and i f  that 
don ' t  s teady them , you have to g et you a piece of paper or something to make a 
stand , you know , ' caus e  i ce melts and o f  course that makes the hole sharp . But 
you got ta watch that - keep it or i t ' ll s et your hous e  afire . 

(After those firs t candles go out at the end of two hours , what do you do , 
get some more candles then? ) 

Oh , no , no ! You burns ' em when you in court . But don ' t get them little short 
ones . You get ' em about that long , see . You put the name of  the j udge .  Find 
out your j udge ' s  name . I f  i t ' s  Section B or Section A ,  find out what Se ction 
he ' s  in . You put s that under your ice .  You unders tand , under your ice ,  and let 
i t  burn . I f  I 'm a witness agains t you , o r  if  you a witness agains t me , when the 
j udge call your name , you ' ll answer him and when you get  before him , you can ' t 
open up . 

(Why not ? ) 
Well , you ' re chilled - your tongue is chi lled . Yeah , you name that tongue 

whatsomever this pers on what ' s  prosecute agains t you . When you get  that tongue 
in there you name that tongue . You say ,  "Ida . " That ' s  me . You name ' em . Well , 
when the j udge call my name , I can answer and go b efore him , but when I go to 
testify , I can ' t  open my mouth - don ' t know what to say .  Well , they ' ll tell you 
to set down ; i f  you don ' t [ know] nuthin , what you come there for .  You g i t  down 
and go . The case is dismis sed . 

Two . Two , and when you get  those  two b lack-hen egg s ,  say like I ' d  be  killed 
today , don ' t put them in my hands today . I f  they going to  bury me tomorrow , to
morrow morning at s ix o ' clock you put one in each hand and close my hands . And 
you close my hands - I 'm going to the cemetery now and I 'm holding evidence 
against him going to the grave . When you put them in my hands , you say what you 
put them in there for and make your wishes wh atever you want done . And even if  
a man hasn ' t  lef t  town ,  he  can ' t  leave ; but if he done le ft , he ' ll come back . 

I had a b ig Christmas dinner , a b ig Chris tmas dinner on some friends . There 
was two wine-head womens come along .  

(What kind o f  women ? ) 
Wine-head women . 
(Wine-head women? ) 

�es , drunk women . They ' d  go anywhere for a drink. So  my little daughters -
one was twelve and one was fifteen - I had went and bought two overcoat s  for 
their Chris tmas , thirty dollars ap iece on the ins tallment plan . And one was a 
gray and one was a blue . So they had went o ut fo r a little walk and the ir dad 
had b rought ' em back in the t ruck for a li ttle ride - he was s till working , 
hadn ' t knocked off until twelve o ' clock that day . Tho se wine-heads s topped and 
come back there looking for something to drink . I said , "I haven ' t  got any thing 
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to drink . We got  some wine , "  I s aid , "but what we got , that ' s  only fo r dinner , "  
I s aid , "because none of us here are no liquor haters , "  I s ay ,  "but we take a 
lit tle drink on a holiday like , j us t  eating , and my husband brought i t  in , " I 
said , "and I wouldn ' t  go to work and g ive it out , dish it out and then go to set  
the table and not have a g las s  to  serve . "  I said , "I t  wouldn ' t  be right . "  

"Oh , we wants a drink , we ' 11 p ay for i t . " 
I say , "Nope , go right acros s  the s treet . "  
Well , now , they had a piano in the hall and they started to playing and going 

on . They s lipped in the room and took the b lue coat - that was the biggest 
g irl ' s  - and when we got ready to go out later , after dinner , we looked for the 
coat . And the coat s ay ,  ' 'Look for me , look for me . "  I cried and I worried .  I 
didn ' t  enj oy my dinner . We went everywheres where we knowed they was , or where 
they went - tried to lo cate the coat and we couldn ' t  lo cate the coat . So , that 
was at Chris tmas time . All right . I went to church - I goes to  S t . Anthony -
went to church after leaving the s tore . I went to S t .  Anthony , I put a light 
and I made my wish and I prayed . I went for nine days . I didn ' t see no succes s  
o r  didn ' t  get n o  succes s .  I had success and didn ' t know it . There was the piano 
in the hall and there was a ' mode , old-time ' ammode [ commode ] , wardrobe . 

(Some thing like an old-fashioned cupboard ? )  
Yes s ir ,  into the hal l and the p iano was in the hall - standing , was s tanding 

at the piano one night talking . I saw something on the edge o f  the ' ammode , I 
know didn ' t  have no busines s up there cause I hadn ' t  put nuthin up there . S o the 
next morning it come to me . I got on a chair , but I was too low .  I couldn ' t  see 
on top o f  it . I rolled the sewing machine out the room into the hall and got on 
the sewing machine and there was my child ' s  coat . 

(Had they brought it back? ) 
Brough t it b ack . He ' ll bring things b ack . 
( The going to S t . Anthony nine t imes makes this a magic rite . ] 
And he goes to a pas ture where there ' s  a mare horse . They carried a colt 

�lve months , a year - that ' s  a year . A woman carries eight or n ine months -
seven months . I ' m a seven-month child , but my mother got hurt coming through a 
fence in the country . She hurt herself . I was horned at seven months - no 
fingernails , no hair on my he ad , carried me on a pillow for a year . You goes 
and you - say for inst ance if the horse is not tied on the pas ture , because s ome 
horses in general , you know , you have to tie them .  You goes on this p as ture and 
you buy a rope , a small rope . Say if a ho rse is out there , wel l  to leave her out 
there for almost time for her to come in , or maybe the colt may be born in the 
pas ture - that ' s  country p laces . You ties a piece or rope around this mare ' s  
neck , s ay for ab out a week or ab out a week and a hal f . Then you goes and unties 
it , if  someone don ' t steal it off or  unties it . The owner may take it o f f . But 
if they have luck enough that it ain ' t  took off , they t akes this rope off  of this 
mare and they ties nine kno ts in that - that ' s  for the limit o f  carrying the bab� 
nine months . Then they ' ll tie one at the end , each end - that ' s  eleven . Then , 
wheresomever this p arty be ' s  or cros ses , mayb e  i t  might be a s tep or s tairway , 
they put s that rope cross there - under that step - and every time that woman 
crosses , it ties that co rd around that b aby ' s  ne ck . She can ' t  have it unless 
the do ctor takes it . 

( I  see . H&w long will she carry it ? )  
Eleven o r  twelve months . She can ' t  carry it that long overtime . [ Fo r p ro

longed ges tation caused by ho rse or mare , see FACI , 2nd e d . , p . l32 , Nos . 2927-
29 30 . ] I t  will only be a few days overtime and they ' ll have to take it . 

(Oh , I see . )  
Yeah . It ' s  nine days [months ] to the dat e that a b aby be ' s  born . 
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Manure from a dog , you have to wai t  t ill i t  get white ; if  it ain ' t white , you 
can ' t  have any success . L ike you ' d  get i t  and it wouldn ' t  be white , you ' d have 
to set it  in the sun s omewhe res where it would dry and be white . Make a powder 
out of i t . Then you put war powder in i t . 

( War pouder?)  
Ye ah ,  you puts figh ting powders and you would put moving powders . [Three 

ingredients . ]  And course anybody will see that if you throw it in front the 
door . You have to throw i t  the firs t part of the night and let it stay there 
all night . 

(Then what happens ? )  
We ll they ki ll off one ' no ther . 
That red onion , you load it with blues tone , cayenne pepper , di rt dauber [ three 

ingredients ] - that ' s  a wasp - makes a daub on a wall or a fence or b oard . I t  
[ the ne s t ]  be ' s  like a beehive - we ll that ' s  dirt . You takes one of them [ one 
cell from the ne st ] and · you make a powder out of it . You loads this into this 
onion . You put this par ty ' s  name - if i t ' s  one person you wan t be evi l agains t , 
you put that one name ; if it ' s  two , for sep aration you put the two name s . And 
[ put ]  the onion under the dir t dauber [ nest ] .  And j us t  the way that wasp hums , 
wanders around , circles around , that ' s  j ust the way those people mind will be . 
Then you takes and you put a white pepper - it ' s  j us t  like the b lack pepper , but 
i t ' s whi te - white pepper , a black pepper , and a pod of red pepper that grows on 
a bush like a finger .  [ Three ingredients . ]  Open that and ge t  the seeds out if 
and you put the hull and all in there . That piece what you cut off of that onion 
to ge t in to it , dig out , you put that nave l b ack of this onion . 

(You put this onion nave l back in . )  
Back in - that ' s  to hold the packing in , but you have to t ake a candle or 

either wax - blue wax - and you wax· that onion round and round before you puts 
that navel on . And put it on there whilst it  dissolved . When you put it on 
the re it be wet but then it will dry out and i t  will never come out , unless you 
cut the onion or either hull it out again , cut it in hal f  and hull that s tuf f ing 
out . Now , you takes this onion , a black spool of No . 8 thread - not a whi te one , 
a b lack - and you wrap that thread , make a whole cove r .  While you are wrapping 
�' you are making your wish . You wrap that round like that , to you - to you , 
this way . You wrap until you wraps  - you may get tired.  You res t up on the 
thread and you put it down . See , you fixing some o ther things or h ave some o ther 
case on hand . You take a recess on it . You go back to it and you wrap every bit 
of the thread offa the spool . It ' s  a hard t ask , but then they ain ' t  filling the 
spools o f  th read as much now as they used to in the olden times . They don 1 t put 
as many yards on the spools as they used to . They cheats you on spools o f  thread 
�· And you wrap every bit of this  thread on that one onion . Then you make a 
loop - leave enough space on that thread t o make you three loops to tie that 
thread , keep it from working loose .  You put that onion in a oven - the ap ron of 
the , at the oven - or [ put it in] the ashes . You put it into the front of the 
s tove or anything . You might not have a stove in the home , who the party of . 
You put i t  into a g rate of  the fire hearth , where the ashes falls . Whosomever 
takes the ashe s out have to be careful - it have to be somebody that know the 
onion ' s  in the re - to keep ' em from t aking the onion out , throwin ' it out with 
th� ashes . Cle an  your oven out [ before you begin] and then put it b ack into thi s 
place . And that onion , it only be the one layer around the hull , then the thread 
wi ll hold the heat , hold the heat until it drie s ins ide and it come to a perfect 
shaving - j us t ' ll dry up and wither . And that ' s  j ust the way the people be wan
dering away , even drying up and will never know what ' s  the matter with ' em .  And 
finally it ' ll b e  nuthin bu t  a carcas s . I t ' ll was te and wi ther away the s ame as 
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that onion . But then that thread will be baking all the time be cause i t ' ll be 
ketching the heat and holding s team into the heart of the onion . And afterwards , 
the thread ' ll commence b reakin ' - dry-baked - commence to bre akin ' ,  and well , 
finally , it ' ll come to ashes . Well , then that ' s  the end of i t  - that case . 

(How can a woman bring a man b ack who ' s  le ft her? ) 
Well , a man can be - oh , say , can be anywheres in the world , anywheres in the 

world . First , there ' s  a tri ck you ' ll play on him . Take his name - you write 
that name three times on a pie ce o f  canvas like a · bot tom of a shoe , like the 
lining of the sole . You take that [ inner] sole or that paper [ inner sole] what 
that - put that name on canvas [ inne r sole ]  with an indelib le pencil , not no lead 
pencil , and then you write it three t imes , three t imes s traight up and down , 
eithe r to the fee t [ toes ] o r  e�ther to the heel . You don ' t put the writin ' on 
the top , you turns it down to the shoe [you wri te on the bot tom of the inne r 
sole ] , then you pu ts that pie ce o f  sole ins ide . I t ' s  a white p iece [ o f  paper or 
cardboard ] or eithe r it be ' s  a p iece of le ather or oil [ oil clo th ] or something 
like that .  Somet imes in a cheap shoe i t ' s  cotton . You pu t that b ack. 

(That inne r sole . ) 
Yes , sir . And put th at back , but have that canvas in between with the name 

up side down [ so that it will no t be seen or the indelib le pencil s tain the bot
t om of  the socks or fe et ] . Then you wear this shoe . Don ' t  put nuthin on that 
but the name , b o th shoes - three times in both shoes , that ' s  six times . Put your 
name on the top [ o f  the three names ] one time , ei ther s traight up or either 
acros s .  

(How are those names writ ten , those other names ? His name is point ing to the 
heel or toe? ) 

His name six times , your name once - th at on each feet [ his name three t imes 
and yours once in each shoe ] . And now you walking daily , and it may be the shoes 
you we ar at nigh t , night ly , or j us t  a s t ationary shoe . Keep it in there . And if 
you would change the shoes - if you are going out , putting on a di fferent shoe -
have t o  take it  [ inner sole ] out and trans fer it  and put it in that o ther shoe . 
That is to keep his - every t·ime he ' 11 walk , he ' s  right under your fee t , the heat 
from your feet keep s his name hot . Now , you - it won ' t  take no ef fect on you 
cause you know what you are doing ; and you mind ' s  on him all the time , be cause 
you know what you are doing . Every time you walks he ' s  walking ne ar to you - or 
if i t ' s  a woman , i t ' s  the same , walking near to you . All right , you may get a 
letter or someone may come along and tell you they s aw  him - such-and-such a 
thing , here or there . Well , that ' s  about fifteen or s ixteen days . 

Now , you ' ll come and you ' ll light a b lue light [ candle ] . You keep that name 
in there [ the shoe ] . You light a blue ligh t with hi s name three t imes , the same 
as the shoe . 

(What do you writ e  that name on? ) 
On the candle [ usually p rinted on by pin] , and you t urn that candle and you 

rob the Zash of it [ you rob it of the lash ] . Take that lash [ wi ck ]  off . A per� 
son go to a grocery store and buy a light or they go to a drug store and buy a 
light . That ' s  not the way to burn a light , becaus e the man that makes it or the 
woman that makes it , it ' s  made in a mold , and when they make it , they not making 
it for their own use , they making it for my us e or your use or anyb ody else ' s  
use . Well , niw ,  it ' s left to you to study your intere s t  to burn this candle -
what you burning it for . A candle that ' s  made for anybody , everybody - well , if 
you want to work on everybody in the world , my goodness , you have to sp end all 
the money you get .  But if you wants to work on one person , you make that special 
light . You know what you are do ing and what you are l ighting it for . You know 
what you are wo rking for . You know what your desires is and you want the 
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results . You gotta make your own lash . Cut . 
(Your own lash? ) 
Your own lash . You cut that lash what they made - cut i t  clean o f f . 
(That ' s  the wick? ) 
Ye s s ir .  
(The cord in the candle ? )  

1661 

Yes s i r  - cut that clean off . Now , you use the bo ttom of  the candle - you 
making your own lash . You cut it  [ remove the bottom ] to a length that will catch 
a light from a mat ch . And melt it to [ at ]  the bottom .  Put his name nine time s 
on a paper , your name once . You ligh t this light - now , hold your match under
neath and make a lit tle melt . You s ti ck it [ candle ] on to this paper . Then , 
your ' gradient s is already in the re - i f  you ' g radient s ain ' t  in there , you put 
your ' gradients in afterwards . The proper way is to put your ' gradients after 
you put the name . Put your ' gradients on the top . 

(What ing redients do you put there ? )  
You use whatever ' gredient you like ,  but the right ' g redient that you use -

we that ' s  making it , you s ee , we us e diffe rent things . My opinion - your opin
ion - somebody else ' s  opinion - is dif ferent opinions - and the bes t ' gradient s 
is to us e the qui ckest des ires , the quickes t wi shes , the quickest revenges . 

[Here speaks the mas ter craftsman , the real doator , not the small- time prac
tit ioner who depends ent irely upon a ho odoo manual . ]  

You get you a pack o f  Bugler Toba cco . That ' s  a little slim package j us t  
about . 

(Is  it chewing tob acco or smoking tobacco ? ) 
Chewing tob acco - no , smoking tobacco , mos s-like [ she means Spanish mos s ] . 

I t ' s  a little package , litt le red p ackage with the bug ler-man on i t .  That ' s  
the quickes t and you get quicker result s out of  it . You use a whole pa Ckage on 
a pink candle . That ' s  the secret part [ o f this ri te] . You light s  thi s  candle . 

(Well , now wai t ! Thi s is s omething di f ferent from the b lue candle now , isn ' t  
it ? Or are you s t ill doing the same thing to bring the man back? ) 

The s ame thing , yes .  
(You leave this b lue candle burning? )  
Leave i t  o f f  now , and you light you a p ink candle now with this tobacco . 
(Oh , you don ' t  - what ingredients do you put on that blue candle? )  
Well ,  i f  you want to put bay rum , you . 
(You can put anything you want? ) 
Anything you want . 
(Well , what would you put around i t , i f  you were doing that . What would b e  

your choice ? )  
I f  I were doing that , I would use Jo ckey Club [ perfume ] ,  I would use bay rum ,  

and I would use Lucky Dog [ per fume ] . That ' s  three ' g radients . 
( In the saucer? )  
Yes ,  sir . 
(That ' s  the way you would prepare the blue candle? ) 
Or either a plate . 
(Or a p late - put this in a p late . That ' s  fo r the b lue candle .  Do that with 

a b lue candle . Now ,  you are going to prepare a p ink candle , you say . ) 
4With the tobacco . 

(With thi s  Bugle , Bugler Tob acco . All right , now . Now what do you do ? )  
Then , you get s you a pack o f  Bugler Tob acco and you gets you a t in plate - a 

t in p late . You writes his name nine times in this tin plat e . 
(How do you do that ? ) 
With a pencil .  
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(On a piece o f  paper? ) 
No , on the - in the p an . 
(Oh , you write this in the p an? )  
In the p an - in the pan .  You know , in this wo rk , there ' s  s o  many womenfolk 

that ' s  careless in their home . There ' s  so many that they puts a man wise and 
the re ' s  mens that ' s  wi se that sear ch around for these thing s , but you can never 
dis cover it in a tin plate .  You put it in a tin plate nine times and you put 
your name twice across i t . And you put your tobac co in that . You put your 
name - make a mark , make a hole-like [ a  circle ]  around i t .  You put your name 
on-ino ther pie ce o f  paper and put it in the pan - wri te i t  on the pan and then 
you write this on a piece of p aper , his name another nine times . You write it 
three times on this pink candle . 

(Your name or his name ? )  
His name , the man you want back. You put - se t it . Then you get you s ome 

oil o f  cinnamon . I t ' s  the less expens ive but qui cker results . S ome oil o f  
cinnamon , you pour that round this light - right close around it . Now it going 
to melt all through this paper - it ' ll go clean to the edge o f  this p an , circle 
around . All ri ght . Now you pour you some , s ay hal f a pint of the best whiskey , 
a hal f pint , and j us t  as qui ck as you put that whiskey in there - that ' s  all 
that ' s  being used now , that and the pink candle , and th e Sacred Heart . [ Three 
ingredient s . ] You put you a lit tle s aint ab out that long , small as you can ge t 
' urn . 

---(About the leng th of  your litt le finger . )  
[Remember , this woman has been demons trating every thing . I am commenting for 

my own bene fit ,  not asking a ques tion or making up the size . ] 
Yes , sir , that ' s  the Sacred Heart . Now , you tack i t . 
(What kind of  a s aint do you put in there ? What saint do you use ? ) 
The Sacred Heart . 
(Oh , the S acred Heart s aint . All right . )  
Yes , s ir . You nail i t  about from there to the floor . 
(Where do you nail i t ? ) 
Right into the wall . 
(The s aint , you mean ? )  
Yes , s ir , on that wall . Now , you put that tin plate down on the floor . 
(You put this tin plate down on the floor . )  
On the floor . 
(That little saint you nail up on the wall . You put the plate on the floor 

below . I see . )  
Yes , sir .  Well , now , you burn that [ p ink] ligh t and them 19 lights you burn . 
(What kind o f  19 lights ? What colors are those? ) 
Pink . 
(P ink . We ll ,  where do you put - how do you arrang e those 19 ligh ts ? )  
Well , you count ' urn .  
(How do you arrange them? How do you put them down there . Where do you put 

them ? )  
One you burn , when that one ' s  out - say like this morning you l i t  it , you burn 

it , you burn it clean out . Tonight - don ' t burn none at twelve o ' clo ck - tonight 
you ' ll burn �othe r one , at six o ' clock you ' ll light  it . You ' ll burn that one -
that ' ll be two a day . Well , you burn two a day for 19 - till you make the nine 
days , they want ' em they come out odd . [ Three are burned on the 9th day . ] And 
when that 19th light ' s  burning , be fore it ' s  out , whosomever the person is , they 
will almost break the door down - they coming . 19 lights you burn . 

(Now , what did you do wi th that blue candle? Where is that all this time ? )  
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Well , that b lue candle , that ' s  the beg inning of working on it - the shoes . 
They puts ' em  with their shoes at the beginning - the foundation of that . Then 
you change from your shoe and continue wearing this shoe . You light the b lue 
candle . Well , s ay ,  even they can ligh t three - and they can light four and they 
can light whatever you might add t o  the lights , but that ' s  the foundation of 
working on that man ' s  mind . You don ' t [ need] to continue burning 19 or 20 . You 
may burn only three . 

[ Here again the real doctor ignores number as she previously disregarded 
ingredient s .  Intention is the only concern . ]  

(When you finish with the b lue ligh t then you go on to the pink one ? )  
On t o  the pink one . 
(The S acred He art candle ? )  
Yes , sir . The b lue light that ' s  - love i s  true . We ll , that ' s  to s t art 

wo rking on his mind , those 19 lights aburning - pink . 
Well , they ' s  a way to do that . That ' s  to hog- tie-up . [ This could be hard-

tie-up . ] 
(What do you mean by that ? )  
You - ah - well , you rob s a man o f  his pleasure . 
(I s ee . Tell us how you do that . )  

You gets - they hardly makes it  now , though you kin find some places - you 
get s a tapes tring , a tapest ring for to windup , a white one . 

(A white t apest ring , old-fashioned tapes t ring . )  
Yeah ,  used t o  wear it on aprons long t ime ago . 
(About a half inch wide . )  
Yeah . You gets this tapes tring and you ' ll have connect ion with this man -

say two t imes - but you wouldn ' t  have to  digree [ agree ] with him [ have an 
orgasm ] . Ket ch him . If you will use a towel , you use that cord - cours e he 
could wipe on the towel , but you us e the cord . The woman would us e the cord ,  
else [but ] you [ a  man] would use the towel . And she ' d  have t o  ke tch that about 
three times , and then the three t imes take that cord and s tretches it open to 
dry out , and ties nine knot s  about that dis tance [ demons trates ] .  

(About an inch or inch and a half apart . )  
Yes sir ,  nine . And whatever his name - cal l his name [ and] what she wants 

done . Now she takes that string and t ie it  on her right leg or tie it around 
her wais t .  Every time he would go and s tays with another woman , his pass ion 
would be all right and the minute he woul d s t art , it fall off like a rag . 

I t ' s  a s imple thing [ the cure for the preceding impotence ] . He ' d  go into his 
mother ' s  kitchen - he ' d  go into his s is ter ' s  kit chen - some relative ' s or some 
friend of his - and he woul d s t eal her dish towel - not the dish towel that they 
dry dishes with [but ] the ones that they washes dishes with [ dishrag or dish
clo th] . He ' d  have t o  s teal it - he wouldn ' t  have to ask for it , see . Take i t  
out an d  p u t  i t  in his po cket or j us t  walk in there , take it  an d  rol l it  up a s  a 
hand ' chief and go on about his bus ines s ,  see .  And he ' d  have to get either some 
borax and get him some b ay rum .  Get him some samon [ ? ]  soap . [Notice three 
articles . ]  

(Wha t kind of  s oap? ) 
S amon soap . 
�Well , what - the o ther day you spoke about that Salmon Soap ,  didn ' t  you ? Has 

a picture of  a fish on the outside of  i t , hasn ' t  it ? Salmon S oap? ) 
[ I  was trying to learn whether the name was S almon or S amson , a s trong-man or 

power soap . ] 
S amon soap is a s oap - they go t  a bush like a palm needle bush on the package . 
(A lit tle palm bush? ) 



1664 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

Yes , it ' s 15¢ a package , the soap is . 
(They call it samon s oap ? ) 
[ She spells]  S-a-m-o-n . 
(Samon , all right . )  
And then there ' s Samon Powder , too , and Samon Salve . 
(Do you know how they spel l  that? )  
No . 
( I  see . All right ,  go ahead . )  
But you might try to spell it so you can think of  i t .  
[ She isn ' t  being sarcas tic - she i s  trying to help me , a man s eeking infor

mation . She is not sure of my spelling ability . ] 
(I  see . All right , go ahead . ) 
And he makes a bath into a basin or a washbowl or small foottub , and he has 

to only b athe his private with that - say fifteen days , fifteen night s . And 
every time he bathe , he would have to t ake that water and pour it into a slop
bucket or slop-j ar . Whatever ways the cars or  the traffi c  is , or  automobiles 
or wagons , he ' d  have to get in the center of  the s treet - with what way the traf
fic runs - make a thX'O/JJ-CTJJ)ay wish for it to go wherever it comes from .  Every 
time he do ' s that ,  that s lips a knot and finally she ' ll have no knots in the 
s tring and the man ' ll b e gone .  

(She won ' t  have any knots left  in the string . Why won ' t she have any knots 
left in the s tring? ) 

[ She misunderstands me . ]  
Yeah , it ' ll [ the knots will ] be continued in there , but he be , done slipped 

his nature out of  it . Every time he washes , he washes the nature out of that 
s tring . 

(What does h� wash with ? )  
S amon soap . 
(No , what does he use as a rag? )  
Oh ! You take that rag and lather that soap and s tuff on there and make a 

washrag . 
(Well , now , the traffic is g oing down the stree t .  Does he  throw it down that 

way? Or throw it this way? ) 
No , j us t  throw it the way it going . 
(You throw it in the direction the traffic is going . I see . He stand out in 

the middle of the s tree t - especially a one-way street . I see . ) 
One-way s treet . 
[My Telediphone , which frequently I stopped at the end o f  each rite , mis s ed 

the opening o f  this one . ]  
Cros s over her . 
(How do you mean cross  over her ? )  
Like you i s  get ting out o f  the bed , or get ting in the bed , cros s over her 

while she ' s  as leep . 
(You j us t  s tep , crawl over her . Well ,  what wi ll that do? )  
Well , she won ' t  think o f  a man . 
(She won ' t think o f  another man while he ' s  gone to t own .  I see , that crosses 

her up . ) 
Kin t ake �er hair and put it in his purse with lodestone , devil ' s-shoestring , 

Zove powder [ three things ] .  
(And that ' ll do what ? )  
Jus t tie i t  in a rag and keep it in his purs e .  
(And what ' ll that do then? ) 
Well , all her love is on him . She won ' t  think o f  anyone . 
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(She won ' t  think o f  any other man? ) 
No , a man kin put money in her hand and she won ' t accept it . 
To bring a man b ack again , I told you one story of  b ring ing a man b ack . If  

your man don ' t wanta come home or don ' t  wants a woman , he may turn his b ack on a 
woman . You go on the edge of  [near ] a fence or circle of  water [ pond? ]  or edge 
of slough [ or bayou ] or round of [ near a field of ]  corn , and dig up ten worms . 

(Any kind o f  worms ? Fishing worms ? )  
Yeah , the b igges t ones and the largest ones you can get . And you gets a cigar 

� and you cut it smaller . 
(You what ? )  
Smaller than what it  are . Then you take one end out - knock one end out o f  

it , take a knife o r  saw and s aw  it smaller . But it have to be a cigar box . You 
takes nine b its of dirt eve�here you dig these worms . You have to dig ten ,  but 
it ' s  nine bits of dirt wheresomever the worms circle round - where you ge t them , 
of  that same dirt . Put i t  into this box . They have to have dirt to keep alive 
and circulate - j us t  like fish that live in the water [need water ] . And you 
takes a piece o f  paper , you cut it  the length of  that box after you done saw 
cut it down to your size , see . You have to cut the top to fit the bottom . Nail 
that end back smaller s ize . You cut the p aper the length of that box and you 
draws a man - any kind of man , form of a man . But you name this man , the man ' s  
name that you wo rking on . Name it  whilst you writing that name , name it the man 
you working on . All right . He may be a good-looking man and he may be a bad
looking man or he may be j ust res emble a man , but you take a pencil and you draw 
a man . Now , you name this man the man you working on , his whole name . You puts 
that paper b ack down in the bottom of that box on the dirt , worms and all . Not 
your name . Them worms will s ip all that writ ing off . 

(What was th at last ? )  
Sip i t  off . They ' l l  sip it off  and in them sipping th at writ ing off , his name 

and his form , they ' s  purg ing him .  Now , they gets all that - sip all that name 
o f f  j us t as clean as a towe l , or shirt you go t on . There won ' t  be nothing on 
there , not a speck o f  writing or nothing - j ust s ip it off  to a s ifter [ something 
full of  holes ] .  This man ' ll come in feel in ' s i ck ,  be all but dead . But he ain ' t  
going to die . He ' ll confess to what ' s  wrong , he ' ll confess to what ' s  right .  And 
he come home to die . He ain ' t go ing to die , he ' s  j us t alive . He ' s  not going to 
die , he ' s  done run till he can ' t  run no more .  He ' ll come home , he ' ll be s i ck 
awhile , he ' ll come t o  s tay .  Now , that ' s  a s imp le thing as - that won ' t  cos t  you 
a nickel b ecause you always g ot a pencil [have a piece of  paper and can dig 
worms ] . He ' ll come home and he ' ll stay ,  because when he gets s i ck ,  fee ling bad 
and ain ' t  working , tha t  othe r  woman out there , she ' s  [ only ] got him for what she 
can get out of him . Her man got a j ob and he makes money and he brings it home , 
and this , that an d  the other , he ' s her man ,  her husb and .  Now , when he [ vi ctim]  
gets sick ,  she going to throw him out . He going to come home , at his home where 
he left a home . He going t o  come there and confess  that he ' s wrong and every
thing else . He come there to die , but he ain ' t  going to die , he ' l l get better . 
Now , when he comes home , you takes that box up and you dumps that dirt and worms 
somewheres where they can continue living . There gotta be ten of them . 

( That ' s  the end of  that ? )  
.That ' s  the end . 

For break.in ' a person up again with other women , you kin make a powder out of  
moving pOtJde:r> , WCC!'fa:r>e powde:ro , gunpowde:ro [ notice three powders in the new powder ] 
and a lemon . You cut a lemon - you cut the navel o f f  the lemon ; that s tuff , you 
know . You pu ts their name into this lemon and you g lues that navel b ack up after 
you stuff it . You t ake all the j ui ce out of it - j us t  the rind [ remains ] - all  
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the intrels [ =  entrails are removed] - you p ack it with this powder - you put 
that navel back on there and you glue it . You put it [ lemon ] up on a chi f fo
robe or ahmor ( armoire] or either you have a deep s ill over a door - like that 
sill there , it ' s  too shallow - but you could tack some kind of a picture to 
b lind it . And you dries it  [ lemon] to a rock - it dries up to a rock. You may 
not want the party or you may done got your mind off of him , but rather than be  
with this person that ' s  made all the upset tin ' and all the confusion and sepa
r at ion , you ' d  sooner see him with somebody else or sooner see her with somebody 
else . You put ' em  into a lemon and let their name and the ' gredients be ' s  into 
the lemon , but that lemon is sour and that ' s  j us t  the way that sour minds against 
one another .  Jus t  nail ' em up . Jus t have them up overhead somewheres - high as 
that door is or hide ' em in that vanity [ dressing table , bureau with mirror in 
interview room ] . I f  you wouldn ' t  have anything to put it under , then you have 
to nail any little picture up over it . 

(You take what ? )  
Salt , table salt , Epsom s alts , saltpeter , gunpowder - get three shells for a 

dime . You take , not the shot - take the shells out , open the shells and take the 
shot out and use the powder . Or cayenne pepper , you grind it . We h as mills 
grinds use for that purpose - grinding stuff . To get all the seeds and all the 
waste  out o f  it , then [ "we has" ] a sifter , would s ift  all the specks out where 
they couldn ' t  dis cover i t .  You make a powder out of  that . Say like this is my 
door , at twelve-thirty o f  a night or four o ' clock in the morning or even three
thirty , that ' s  the time you have to throw it . Now , you throw it to my door . 
Course I 'm the first one to come out , or whosomever there wi ll be  the first one 
to come out , they go t to walk over i t  to come out . Well , now , you ' ll never dis
cover that till daylight . Well ,  it ' s  too late then , it ' s down . And you can 
scrub and t ake , do all you want .  

(What ' s  the purpose o f  throwing this powder down? ) 
Well , that ' ll break up their home . 
(Make a man and woman quarrel , you say? ) 
Fight - knock out - go to j ail  - kill one another . Yes .  
[While machine turned off , she mentions someone ' s  name . I failed to catch it 

when restart ing . ]  
You take and goes to her house . 
( I s  she supposed to b e the b est  in New Orleans , now? )  
Well , I don ' t practice that [ evil work ] . 
(What? ) 
I don ' t  practice that but I can do anything to be done - but I don ' t  like to 

kill nobody .  
(You c an  do as much as anyb ody else can? ) 
As much as anybody else can . 
( I  see . I see . ) 
(Do you rememb er Madam Marie Laveau? ) 
I learned under her but ! 'never ment ion her . 
[Years ago ,  while first reading the pre ceding two lines , I wrote beneath them 

on the transcript ion the wo rd lie underlined three t imes . Soon afterward I real
ized I had misunderstood the w� , she having studied under Marie Laveau only 
because she 4had started with a hoodoo manual of that name - the reason why "I 
never mention her . " ]  

(I see , I see . )  
(She was the best in her day , wasn ' t  she? ) 
The best in he r  day .  
Well , a friz zly chicken is the best  [ something ? ] on the eart ' that you ever 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 1667 

could have around your home . They [ evildoers ] c an ' t put 
to walk over ] that it would take with a friz zly chicken . 
o f these chicken doators comes from Memphis town , a Negro 
Petersburg , Florida - see p . 60 , No . 2 14 . ]  

anything down [ for you 
[ The best des cription 

district of St . 

(Have you ever heard o f  anything called a Pea Vine Candle Dri l l ? )  
Yes , sir . 
( Have you ever heard o f  that ? What is that? ) 
Well , like , see , we ' d have a meeting . I would have to have the candles . 

Everyone tha t  would be in this meeting would have to have a candle and have to 
pay for it . Say , they would circle around there , out of the hall or the house , 
they home [ or] wheresomever they ' s  at . They ' ll make a drill round and round , and 
they would go round and round with this candle , and then they would set it into 
sand with a wish . 

(Into the s and . ) 
Yes . They ' s - some would have red - some would have white - and some would 

have a yellow - and some would h ave a blue - and some would have a green - what
!!!! [person was wishing for]  when they go to  the [ candle ] box ,  they would pick 
out . Then they ' d  pass the main candle and get a light - j us t keep adrilling 
around there .  

(What do they do that for? ) 
I t ' s  a special day they calls aandle dri l l . Just like the Cath ' lic would h ave 

a Ash Wednesday . Every year it comes to that date , they would have on Ash 
Wednesday , they ' d  have a novena . After that they collect and have that Pea 
Candle Dri l l  - every year they would hav.e that , They would have i t  to this 
person ' s hous e this  year . 

(What time of the ye ar do they have it ? ) 
Well , s ay ,  they have it  after Easter Sund ay , I think , what [ that ] t ime the 

[ church ] ye ar would end up on . Now , next year , it would be at somebody else ' s  
hous e .  This year i t  would be at my place or some other me�ber ' s  place , or some 
part of  the church . Well , then that money g oes in the miss ion box . Everybody 
pays a nickel fo r that candle . 

[ I  shut off  the Telediphone too soon for her final remarks but comment : ]  
(That goes in the mission box - that candle [ drill and the church ] . This is 

acros s the river [ in Algiers ] . [ Directions and dis tance] from the railroad . )  
(Does each [ doator] adopt a di fferent form o f  initiat ion , I wonder? )  
I think - I never heard o f  that . 
[My ques tion was so surprising she hadn ' t  time to  make up an answer . She 

never heard of an individual practitioner initiating anyone into hoodoo . ]  
(Do you know of  any - can you describ e  any form o f  initiation ceremony to take 

in another person entering into this work? ) [ I ' m t ry ing to avoid leading word or 
question . ]  

Yes , j us t  like in the [ any ] other  s ecre t  order . Say ,  they would call a meet
ing . Now , they has that down there by S t . Roc ' s  [ Church ] . They ' s  down there on 
Hous ton S treet and Louise Street - way down . Say , like a person want to j oin , 
they calls it  the hoodoo danae . 

(The hoodoo danae ? )  
[ For hoodoo danae , see pp . 794-796 , and p . l279 , line 46f . ]  

• The hoodoo danae , if they wants to j o in .  I f  they be initiated the full degree 
and full app roval ,  well now , ..::t""'h�e·y=-p!O;..a;:;;,y'---"f:.;;r;.;;;om�..:..$.;;;;;2;;;..5_t;;;..o"'--$:..;;3;...;0:._-__,_$�3�5--_$._4.;...:0:._-.......;:;a;.;;c..;:;co;;;..;;;..rd""'1;;;.;. n;;;..'---"t'"""'"o 
what degree you want to s tart with . 

(According to the degree? ) 
Yes . And they woul d call so many on a committee - say a committee o f  s even -

or a committee o f  eleven - or a committee o f  thirteen . Al l  right , they would 
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give so much for supper - such-and- such a one going to be initiated tonight . 
They would have a lit tle b lack coffin along with . 

[Here , according to my custom , I s tart talking for a few seconds while quickly 
chang ing the cylinder (No . A483 or 1299) , t alking to divert attention from the 
machine . I unders tood the black coffin or box but had to ask about it first  
thing on cylinder A484 so  that she would begin her story again . ]  

(You s aid they took a what ? A black box ? )  
A lit tle black box about long as that [ points at it ]  - little longer than 

that the re [my black switch-box which was about 6 "x4"x2" , a b lack box or 
coffin ! ] .  That ' s  j us t  for a form , they don ' t  use it  at all . Then , say , they 
would [ something? ] .  

(The coffin is  a sign of carry ing disease [ ? ]  from a bed? ) 
[ Neither my trans criber then nor I later unders tood the s ign , though at the 

time I mus t have known the meaning . ]  
Yes .  
(All righ t .  ) 
We would be setting in the room ,  a committee o f  seven . Well , they would s ay 

such- and-such a one coming to be a member o f  this organization - such-and-such a 
degree . Well , say , we ' d  cal l ,  "All right , come in . "  They would roll that lit tle 
box in there , roll it j us t  like they would a funeral coffin . They ' d  roll it in 
whi le the candidate would be set ting there and roll four ' gredients and then 
they ' d put the light out . Well , now you don ' t  know what they going to  do . in a 
dark room , don ' t  know what your mind or what your opinion on . Well , now , they ' d  
blindfold you and lead you to this box , and you would have to feel out to where 
they lead you - feel out to this box . They would ask you ques tions and you would 
have to take a pledge that you wouldn ' t  give the secrets away - this so-and-so , 
and tha t  you wouldn ' t deser t  the organizat ion . Well , then , perhaps  they would 
read the commands to you .  They would turn the light back on . Well , now , they 
would lead you out b lind . 

(Was all this done after darknes s ? ) 
Yes , sir . They would lead you out b lind ' cause [ s everal words ? ]  - and then -

now you would wash yourself and dress yourself and you ' d be ready for refresh
ment s .  And they would leave that organizing , that initiation room , and clean i t  
up . An d  maybe the next one may have two , may have three , sometimes it ' s  [more 
candidates ? ] . Then you come to be a member . 

(Well , now , how do you keep from using the [ several words ] fashion? ) 
Well , may it ' s  [ several words ? ] . 
(Are there as many of the se bands as there used to be years ago? )  
Oh , there ' s  sometimes , which they call - them us ed to say witaharaft . They 

would not s ay tricks . And them didn ' t used to s ay hoodoo. Really old parsons 
[persons ] cunjures . That ' s they in the ancient times , but there ain 1 t many of 
them le ft now . 

(You say years ago they weren ' t  called thi s  sort o f  [person] a hoodoo at all ? )  
No , no . 
(What did they call it ? )  
Cunjuring and poisoning . 
(Conj uring and poisoning ? )  
Old ancien• times . 
(The hoodoo is something modern? ) 
That ' s the s ame thing , j us t  a new name . 
(A new name? ) 
A new name . 
(And you say tha t there are not many of those old- time fellows ? You say tha t 
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they are dying o ut ? ) 
Dying out . But then , i t ' s like I know lo ts o f  thing s from a child . I 'm 52 

years old now , will soon b e  53 in July - the 12th , I ' ll be 5 3  years old . And 
I ' se been knowing what l ight ing a candle was s ince I was five years old . Now , 
you know , that wasn ' t  yest erday .  My grand father was a old , old anci ent cunjure . 

(Did he live here in New Orleans ? )  
No sir , my g randfathe r was from Liberia . 
(From L iberi a ?  What was his name ? ) 

Ned Brown . 
(Ned B rown . Did he e ve r  work in New Orleans ? )  

He worked all over . 
(Traveled? ) 

Yes , s ir .  And he ' s  the cause o f  me being in the city . He could go in a 
swamp , h e  would ge t you any kind o f  roo t you could name , and he could make use 
o f  i t . He was medi cal . He was a o ld hoodoo and old aunjure . He knowed every
thing . 

(Then , I suppos e  the re are a lo t o f  peop le who pre t end to know thes e thing s , 
don ' t  they , and don ' t  know them? ) 

Or the y  tries to . 
( Or they ' re f akes ? )  

They t ries . 
(But the old kind , the real old kind , they are very s carce aren ' t  they? ) 
They are . 
(And the se init iations , I suppose they are dying out too , aren ' t  they? ) 
They are . They ain ' t but many few o f  them , because there ' s  s ome people s ay 

they ' s  s c ared - they ' re afraid . But i f  a person wants t o  know things , you ' ll 
never know unle ss you ask . You never can do unless you p ract ice . You neve r 
have anything p er fe c t  unles s  yo u prac t ice t o  b e  per fe c t . 

( But thi s  g irl who wrote thi s  art i c le s aid a lot of the people - that it was 
all secret and that it was sp re ading and g rowing , and all th at s ort [ o f  thing ] . 
I s  it ? [ or]  I t  isn ' t ? ) 

Yes sir , they i s . 
(You me an the s e  secre t o rganizations they do hoo do o  work? ) 
They don ' t want a die . They wants to ge t [well ] . Like I would be - makes 

their own - I could do the right thing and make a couple of ni cke ls , make a 
coup le dollars . They g o  around and fake you for a hundre d i f  they could . Well , 
that ain ' t bus ines s .  

(You me an the old- time - the people now don ' t  want to j oin the se orders . 
They make the orders them selves . )  

One for the irs elves . And I would go - like I know s omething an d  I would go 
and say·, well , "I want to s peak to you , I want a s ee you , Miss , and such- and-such 
a thing . Come in and j oin or organize with us , you and I . "  I s ay ,  "We could 
make a strong band , we could make ours elves some thing . They come to me and I ' m 
not fi t  o r  ain ' t t ime t o  t ake the c as e  or go t too much on my hands , I would s end 
' em t o  you . "  She say , "I cain ' t do nuthing . "  And people ' s  po uring in there all 
day long and no resul ts • 

• 
(ln othe r  words , today the re ' s  too much competit ion - too many o f  them? And 

you c an ' t  g e t  them organi zed any more ? )  
The same as churches - too many churches to be any goo d . 
( I  see . And you got too many people working the same thing ? )  
The same thing . 
(To make a living out o f  it ? )  
That ' s  j us t  i t . 
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(In the old days a man could make a good living and now there are too many of 
them ? )  

Too many o f  them - want t o  b e .  
( I  see . )  

UNDERCOVER MAN 

(WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE PEOPLE • • • BELIEVE • • •  IN THIS SOJa OF WORK?) 
WELL THE MAJORITY IS COLORED PEOPLE BUT WE GOT RIGHT SMART OF WHITE 
(IS IT DYING DOWN OR IS IT STILL ABOUT THE SAME AS IT USED TO BE? )  
WELL YOU TAKE OUT IN PAKrS OF ARKANSAS AND TEXAS IT 'S GOOD YET 

SOME PARTS OF LOUISIANA IT AIN 'T AS GOOD AS IT USED TO BE 
ON ACCOUNT OF THERE SO MANY GRAFTERS YOU SEE • • • •  

YOU TAKE ARKANSAS THEY PAID ME HIGH AS $60 FOR A TOBY • • • • 
I MADE HIM PAY ME $35.  95  DOWN 

(WHY THE 9 5 CENTS) 
YOU HA VE  TO HAVE ODD MONEY 

YOU CAN 'T TAKEN EVEN MONEY WHEN YOU DO THIS WORK • • • •  
BUT I DIDN 'T GUARANTEE IT FOR NO MORE THAN SIX MONTHS • • • •  
AFTER SIX MONTHS HE 'D HAVE TO RENEW IT BUT IT COST HIM $60 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 

[Men have combined preaching and healing with a lit t le hoodoo , but here we 
have a rarity - a doctor who is also an undercover man . The material of in
formant 866 comes from cylinders A582-A588 • 1398-1404 . ]  

You take a black cat and kill the black cat , and you bury the b lack cat under
neath the s teps and le t it st ay under the s teps , and they can ' t  s tay in there ; 
and I couldn ' t  s tay in there myself , unless I would take that black cat up .  

Want them to move out of the house , all you go tta do - I was in the same trou
b le ,  I had that troub le .  I had the b igges t house in this city at one time and 
they t ried all kind of way to make me move out of the house . What I used to do -
get up in the morning before the sun rise and take me some s altpeter and put it  
in a bucket of water and take the water and sprinkle i t . And that 1 d b e  all . 
Jus t wet the whole yard - all the full yard . Sal tpeter . Sal tpeter wi ll s top 
all the evil spirit s , you see . 

All you gotta do when you wants to c�ss a house , when you leaving out the 
house , in the four corners , all you do , take you s alt and pepper and put it in 
each corner of the house and put some over the room , you s ee .  And anybody move 
in that house , they can ' t  s tay in the house because it always create a dis turb
ance .  See , sal t  and pepper is a dirty combination . You take that and grind it 
up well - see , make a powder of it . Put some over the rooms j us t  as they come 
in and in the four corners of the house .  

(Do you � t  i t  on the roof [ room] or j us t  throw i t  over? ) 
Jus t like this par t  here - take and put it right up here [ demons trates ] • 

( I  see , on the upper s ill of the door . )  
Yeah . 
Doctor Lamson and I used to do such a thing . 
(Doctor Lamson ? )  
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Lamson , yes sir . 
(Where did he live? ) 

1 6 7 1  

He used t o  live a t  7 3 7  - he used t o  l ive a t  73 7 Tulip Stree t . He ' s  dead now . 
(Here in New Orleans ? )  
Yes , sir . 
(Now , tell me what you do now . A man was killed and you want to bring this 

man back - he killed someone . Now , what did he tell you to do? )  
He told me t o  write his name down nine times cros sways on a parchment , you 

know , like the [ something ] what you got here . [ Prob ab ly my small Numbers Book . ] 
(How do you mean nine times ? Just one right after the o ther? ) 
See , you write his name like this [ demonstrates ] .  You write i t  across and you 

write it  like that - you write it  like that .  You don ' t  put it s traight , you see . 
Then you put crosses cross it  - cross his name like that and make a round circle . 

(A circle around all the way . ) 
All the way ,  and put , "God the Father , God the Son ,  God the Holy Ghost , Amen . "  

Then you s ee ,  then you bury that exactly where the spot is at he got killed - in 
the neighborhood where he got kilt . And he ' ll wander b ack - he can ' t  go , he 
can ' t  stay away from there . He ' s  going to wander b ack in that neighborhood and 
he ' ll get trapped . That happened with a fellow like that right here at Munroe -
kilt a g irl here , kilt a g irl and went to Munroe . He came· back here . 

(You put that in the spo t where the fellow was killed ? )  
Yeah , in the neighborhood ,  you see . You see i f  they g o t  killed in the bed

room , you couldn ' t  put it  in the bedroom ; but you could put it b ack of the 
[ something ] , you know , where you can make them circles around and s t ay in there 
in the neighborhood .  He j us t  can ' t  get out o f  the neighborhood . He ' d  go away 
bu t he ' s  gotta come back .  

( I  see . )  
(Well , what were they? Private detectives or ? )  
Private dete ctives . 
( I  see . )  
Well , you see they had contracts for all these planters with the Southern Farm 

As sociation , you see . Like they got  labor troub le in the S tate - to  Alabama or 
Texas , they send me over there to inves tigate it . Instead - well , I didn ' t  
wanta. I wanted to mingle amongs t  all the people .  I was a doctor. Well , I used 
to sell black cat bones , eag le eyes and devil ' s-shoes tring , and • • • • 

(That was a blind . You were an undercover man for these fellows ? )  
Yeah . Devil ' s-shoestring - used to sell all kind o f  s tuff . See . Adam-and

Eve root .  Take that Adam-and-Eve root - take those two roots and you keep them 
comb ined . That ' s  a man when he wants to keep a woman , you see . And you keep 
them two roots togethe r  [ as a hand] an d  you keep them i n  your pocket an d  you have 
to mix and pour a litt le gin on ' em every morning , you see . Don ' t le t nobody 
else touch them and you keep the woman with you under control , you see . That ' s  
the reason I used to keep those things myself and I made nice money out o f  it . 

(Well , now , are this Adam root and this Eve root two different types of  roots , 
two different roots ? )  

A he and a she root , yeah . 
( I  see , and you f ix these two together ? )  

• Two togethe r ,  Take them and put them together and you tie them wi th a silk 
thread .  That ' s  if you wanta keep ' em  - like you got a woman and you s ee she 
about to move out on you . All you gotta do , you just get her name and put it 
between these two roots and tie them together , but not - you gotta use something 
sweet , you can ' t  use - use this Jockey Club cologne , you see . And you pour 
that cologne on there and you keep it in your pocket . And in the meantime whils t 
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you ' re doing that , she be ' s  right tied up and comb ined like you want to tie her , 
you wash your feet good and you take that dead skin and you s crape it from under 
the bottom of your feet . You take it and put it out in the sun or even the s tove 
and let it bake - you know , dry it out . Jus t take a towel-like and , you see , you 
take that powder - j ust like you g iving her a dr ink of this beer you know . Just 
have this powder ,  a litt le b it on your finger , you know . Jus t shake i t , she will 
never detect it . And when she drink that beer , well you got  her .  

(When you were doing this type o f  work over here as under cover man , what did 
you find most of the ques tions - what did people come to you mos tly for ? )  

The most people come t o  me - some o f  ' em comes for success in gambling . Some 
o f  them come to me concerning their wives - their wives done separate and they 
wanta get ' em back.  Some o f  ' em comes to  me  for the bosses - they want to get  
in good wi th the boss  or they want a j ob and such as  that . That ' s the most  they 
come t o  me for . What ' s  good for gamb ling .  

(What percentage of the people do you say would believe very thoroughly in 
this sort of  work? ) 

Well , the maj ority is colored people , but we got right smart of white , right 
smart of ' em .  

( I s  i t  dying down or is it st ill about the s ame as it  used to b e ? )  
Well , you t ake out in parts of  Arkansas and Texas , it ' s  good yet . Some ·parts 

of  Louisiana it ain ' t  as good as it us ed to be on account of there so many graf t
!!! you see . But you get in Mis s is s ippi and North Louis iana - you take Arkans as , 
they paid me as high as $60 for a toby . The fellow went away with his Zuak and 
wi th that Zuak he made sometime like ab out $ 2 00 .  And I made him pay me $ 35 . 95 
down . 

(Why the 95 cents ? ) 
You have to have odd money , you can ' t taken even money when you do this work . 

It  gotta be  odd money , see . And when he sent me the balance , he sent me $ 6  to 
get to the city . But I didn ' t  guarantee it for no more than s ix months . [ For 
time limi t on hands ,  see p . 5 7 7 . ] See , after s ix months he ' d have to renew it  but 
it cos t  him $ 60 . 

(Don ' t  you think there are too many people in this type o f  work , too much 
competition? ) 

Down in this par t of  the country it ' s  not competition , it ' s  mos tly - lots  o f  
' em  i s  not reliable , not dependab le ,  you know . They tel l  you things - but the 

proposition about this work ,  I 'm going to tell you . You come to me and you want 
something did and you don ' t  believe in me , then you don ' t  have no succes s .  But 
if you believe in me , I kin do it . See , I was in Garryville , that ' s  a big saw
mill up there on the Y & G .  A boy , he was hard o f  hearing [he decides on someone 
els e ]  such as a boy come to me and say , "I want some thing to fix that ,  I ' m run
ning in b ad luck . I want something . "  ' 'Well , "  I s ay ,  "I fix you up with some
thing for tonight . "  I took them lit tle lodestone - I had them little small 
pie ces - and s tee l  dust , you see . I mixed it  up with some paradise seed , got me 
some oil of  geraniun and put on there and give it  to him .  I s ay ,  "Now , if the 
success continues , 1 1  I say , "or if yo ' luck change . "  I say ,  "This may run only 
two or three hours . After that I may change on you . 1 1 Wel l ,  he made ab out $ 20 
that night - while I was in bed asleep - playing . ·  That ' s  a long game here . One 
man got ta do J;he tPi ak . Well , he come back that night , Saturday night - the next 
morning he come by there and woke me up and g ive me $5 . Then I made him get his 
wife - him and his wi fe was separated . She was up in another p lace and he was 
there , and I made them come back together . She had quit him . He settin ' down 
[wri ting ] her a letter , you see , and whilst wri t ing that letter , I tell him , I 
say ,  "Put  a little powder in there . "  You know , we go t  some powder they calls 
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Zove powde:ro - it ' s  a d:rau>ing poode:ro. "You drop that in there , "  I s ay ,  " and I 
guarantee you ' ll get a answer . "  I ' d  written the letter my self ,  you know . The 
next coup le o f  days he got an answer . She sent for him and say if he do b et ter -
he did that and they come b ack together . He say he ' d  try to do bet ter and they 
came back together , but that drawing powde:ro was the main thing . Well , when he 
went up there to her , I said , ''When you go to her , hug her and kiss her , "  I say ,  
"and j us t  drop a lit tle of that powder on her . " Th at drawing pO!Ude:ro that you 
get at the Crackerj ack Drug S to re . They call i t  drawing powde:ro. When I lef t  
them there , they was togethe r .  I f  a person lis ten at me what I tell ' em and do 
like I ' m ins tructing them to do , why they ' ll have a succes s ;  but i f  you doub t it , 
there ' s not much succes s .  

( I  see . Did you ever use an altar in your work?  Burn candles at any kind of  
altar or anything ? )  

I have a p lace what I used to use for my supply house down there . See , right 
down in the supp ly hous e , that ' s  where I used to burn my candles , if anybody 
comes for succes s , you s ee .  You s ee , you burn you a whi te candle . Now , when you 
wanta do damage , it ' s  that red or b lack candle , you see . We got a b lack candle 
that we burn too . But a red candle is slow but sure , see . But they take the 
name on it - it ' s  a certain time if you s t art to burn that . You burn that at 
three o ' clo ck in the evening ,  you going to have a headache al l righ t . They got 
your name at the bottom o f  it and they light that candle , and they go t it wrapped 
all around with your name writ ten . They go t your name at the bo ttom ,  they got 
your name all around that candle , you see . Now , you burns it a certain dist ance 
in the day and then y ou put it out . Course you ' re burning the name wrapped round 
that candle all the time . Well , you going to have a headache - you are bound to . 

(What do you pray to S t . Peter for? ) 
St .  Peter for succes s . 
(Well , how do you do that? ) 
You take S t . Peter - I used to pray to St . Peter , I had S t .  Peter up the wall . 

I used to do that for my own personal use , and asked S t . Peter  for help . The 
days to do that work - on Monday , Wednes day and Friday , them are the main days 
that you can handle anyb ody , don ' t  care who it i s .  

(Those are the days on which you pray to S t . Peter . On tho se days , you say . )  
I f  a woman is carrying a child , what you do , you take thi s , before she quit 

menstrat in ' ,  you see . You take these menst ratin ' rags - one of the rags  that she 
has . Take that rag and you bury that rag , you see . You tie a kno t - you see , 
you put knots  in that rag . You t ake a kno t and you put it  in that rag and you 
bury that rag anywhere , you s ee .  And you drop s some s alt and pepper on that , on 
the ground on t op o f  it , and let it s t ay there for nine days , see . And after 
the ninth day ,  you take that rag and remove it ; i f  you bury i t  in the f ront part 
or you b ury it in the back part of the yard , you see . And le t it stay there . 
Why i t ' ll t ie you up - the woman , it ' ll kill a woman if she in that condition . 

(You bury it either in the front or in the back? ) 
Bury it in the front the f irst nine day s . You t ake i t  out o f  the front and 

you bury it in the back , but you gotta do that at twelve o ' clo ck at night . You 
understand . That mens tratin ' rag you gotta t ake i t  and tie a knot in it , you 
see . I didn ' t tell you this be fore - you tie a kno t in there and you tie another 
kt!Ot down her . You are tying her up , s ee . 

You can t ake a chicken egg - you can take a rotten egg - I tell you what you 
kin do . You can t ake a ro t ten egg and as you pass by your ho us e ,  if  you want to 
raise hell in that house , you j us t up and you throw that egg ag ains t that hous e .  
And they ' d  fus s - well , hell , they ' d  raise all hell in the world there . An d  you 
kin t ake it ag ain and throw it under the house and i� ' ll keep a disturbance in 
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that house . 
I t ' s  j ust like if a woman is af ter a man and the man is in that hous e there , 

and she trying to make a dis turb ance between him and - his wife and him , you see . 
I f  you bus t that egg on there , it  going to creat e dis turb ance . Or i f  you put i t  
under the house , i t  going to b e  making disturbance until it  do bus t  itself . They 
do that with a rot ten egg . 

They kin use a chi cken foo t to - Doctor Lamson used a chi cken foo t for the b oy 
who had commi t a crime in Miss is sippi , you see . He commit a crime in Miss issippi 
and the people came down - the other party - j us t  like in my case , they came down 
and they was trying to get him back . So he told him to get me a black hen . Well 
he got the black hen and he ' d  taken the two foo ts and he ' d  taken the two foots 
and he cut ' em off  and he crossed them - you know , cut 'em off  at the top there 
and he crossed them cross there , and he tied a thread on ' em  and he wrapped them 
up in a linen paper with thi s  boy ' s  name on there nine times . And told him to  
go ahead and  b u ry  this chi cken foots at  the back door . Well , the boy was d� 
there at the time . Well , he s tayed down there ab out thirty days . When he went 
on back intending to see his mo ther - and they trapped him there with the chi cken 
foot there at the b ack steps . 

(What did this boy do over there? ) 
He kilt a fe llow over there . 
(He killed somebody ? )  
An d  they guessed he camed over here , but they didn ' t know exactly where he 

was . And so af ter he . 
(What did he do first before he cut the feet off  that b lack hen ? )  
He ki lled the chicken first before he cut those feet o f f  that bl ack hen . 
(He s t abbed the Chi cken . )  
The Chi cken wasn ' t dead and was akickin ' when he cut them legs off . 
(How do you spel l his name? ) 
Lamson - L-a-m-s-o-n . 
I f  you wanta make a person drift out of the city , you take their name and you 

write their name down nine times , and you take two needles and you cross them you 
see , and you wrap it up tight  and you put it down in the toile t hole , if you got 
a b ig city you see and it close to the river , and you f lush that toilet . I f  it 
runs and they ' ll j us t  go on - on like that water goes , run them out of  town . 

You kin take a lemon and - go take a [ lemon ] and you squee ze all of  the j ui ce 
out o f  it , you see . Now , the lemon is for the spirits . You take s al t  and pepper 
and you put it in that lemon and you put - if it ' s a woman ' s  name , Clarence John
son and the wi fe ' s  name is Mayme Johnson , you put that in that lemon and you s top 
that lemon and you throw it under the house . See , that mo re for creatin ' a dis
t urb ance , you see , and stuf f and jus t keep them ab oiling up between the two 
people together . But you gotta have their name s topped up . 

But this onion here is when a woman has quit a man , you underst and , and the 
woman , you don ' t  want her , but you j us t want her to drag , you unders tand . Now , 
you take this onion and you wrap i t  up in a clo th with this woman ' s name on it , 
and you put two pins and sti ck them in that onion , and you boil that onion . You 
boil that onion until it gets soft , soft , soft . And after that onion gets soft , 
so ft , sof t , at nigh t  you take that onion and you take the j uice , and you j ust  
take that j ftice and you squeeze i t  - include with the p aper and all . And after 
you squeeze it , throw it  out in the street , you see , like this , but you gotta do 
it three times . And she will j ust - she will get around but she will never have 
no success .  

(How do you put those p ins in that onion? )  
Oh , them p ins is mos tly cross her - that ' s  to cross her . When you make thos e 
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two pins , you put them like a cross . S tick them in there to cross her , but you 
put her name down and you put that cross in there , you see . Jus t like the name 
is writ ten like this , you put a pin like this and you put a pin like that with 
the name in the re - j ust a�ssing her with the pins . 

To get you to move out of that house . Well , they ' d sprink le your house . 
They ' d  get some graveyard dirt . They ' d  get some river sand and they ' d get some 
red pepper and cut up , and get some war powder , s ee , mix with it ,  and sprink le 
your door before day in the morning . And as you walk over i t ,  i t ' ll put you in 
s trai ts - so bad luck that you won ' t  be ab le to keep in your rent and the land
lord will put you out . 

(With a pho tograph you do what to ge t a what? ) 
[ He had s aid something about a pho tograph while machine turned o ff . ]  
You take a person ' s pho tograph and you take a cigar b ox and make you a little 

wooden cof f in . Take and put that picture upside down in that coffin . Write that 
pe rson ' s name on a piece o f  b rown pape r nine times . Put i t  there .  Put the top 
on i t  and drive nine lit tle nai ls in and carry it to the graveyard , and bury i t  
on the shady side of the graveyard. And in the long run , that will kill ' em .  

(What do you mean b y  the shadYside of the graveyard? ) 
The s ide where the sun is not shining • 

. I f  you wanta kill somebody - like you got i t  in for dis person and you wan ta 
kill somebody , well you t ake and you write their name down and you b urn b lack 
candles on i t . You burn ' em for nine days s traight . Af ter den , they ' ll go to 
get t in ' ill - get t in '  s ick and j us t  pine away .  

Whi te candles and b lue candles , that ' s  for luck and doing good ; but b lack 
candles and red candles is for death and harm . 

(When you are going before the j udge ? )  
Why , like you go t a case in court and you wanta g o  to  the j udge t o  get dis

charged . Wel l , you take and yo u get you a tub . You put you a pie ce of - a b ig 
pie ce of ice in it . You ge t you a bee f tongue . You sp lit it open . You write 
that j udge ' s  name down . You put it in that beef tongue . You sew i t  up and you 
get you a pan and s et on - put that tongue on top o f  the i ce and get you a pan 
or something and set on top of  the ice and ge t you s ome blue candles or whi te 
candles . And you burn them before you go t o  court . As you light ' em ,  you make 
your wish . You take your underclo thes , you changes ' um  wrong side out ; and you 
will put needle s from your navel up as far as you kin get in your underclothes , 
s traight ' cross , and go to cour t .  I guarantee that the j udge wi ll dismiss you . 

(You mean you put thes e needles in a cross al l the way up like this - j ust 
like buttons ? )  

Yes , s i r .  
(Well , now , what do you me an - you put that pan on the - you don ' t put any

thing on that tongue - j ust leave that tongue right there ? ) 
That tongue j ust on the i ce and that p an  there on the side of the tongue , with 

the candles on it . 

• 

BOY-GI RL  OR GIRL-BOY 

I 'M WHAT YOU CALL A FREAK 
I GUESS YOU KNOW THAT 

YOU ARE "FIXED " LIKE THAT 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 
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[ I  knew informant 864 was a boy-giPZ only b ecause my cont act man Edward 
through our local man Mack told me be fore bringing in him-her .  The two hermaph
rodites I interviewed - the only two I ever me t - were called boy-girZs , pos s ibly 
be caus e bo th wore slacks and pretended to be men . Remember , women at this dat e  
before World War II had not s t arted wearing s lacks pub licly .  The term girZ-boy 
I also heard , but whether this mean t  a dress-wearer I do not know . The s econd 
quotat ion des erves commen t - the b elief that he-she be fore b irth had b een fixed 
l ike that by hoodoo . Be it s aid to the credit of my unfo rtunate info rmant , God 
was not accused of sending the deformity as a punishment of  the parents . The 
material is on cylinders A57 4 : 2-A5 80 : 5  = 1390-1396 . ]  

I know two methods of doing th at . One o f  the me thods is - t ake a fre sh hen 
�· take the Holy Bible , take the twelve apos t les name out of the Bib le ,  write 
it on the egg , le t it be on the firs t Friday o f  the mon th . Go to that person ' s  
hous e midnigh t on that Friday night and b reak the egg and i f  it ' s a m an ,  you say ,  
"Go , go , go , " and i f  it ' s  a woman , you say , "Go , bitch , go . "  

Now , the othe r method is - if i t ' s  a person in the house that you wanta move , 
you go to the graveyard at midnight on a Sunday night , you take some graveya:rd 
dirt of f s even persons ' grave . 

--(A seventh pers on ' s ? )  
Anyb ody ' s  grave , i t  doesn ' t mat ter , and t ake i t  off of seven of ' ems g rave .  
(Oh , I see . ) 
And when you go there you t ake the dirt and you get s ome lodestone and cayenne 

pepper and s ome bull manure [ 3  ing redients ] ,  and you mix i t  all up and dry i t  
out - that ' s  o n  a Sunday night . Then on the coming Friday night you go to this 
person ' s  house and you throw i t  down on that property , place of  bus ine s s  or what
ever it is , and you get inside that business and you put some down , and you put 
some cockroach down ins ide the house , and they ' ll leave the house and vacate the 
p remises within nine days . 

( I  see . You put some copper in there , you say ? )  
Co ckerel . 
(You mean like a [ copper] pan? ) 
No , co ckerel what you ge t dogs - you know , that kind . 
( Cokerels . Oh , all right , I unders tand . )  
[ I  understand it was copp eras , but my trans criber always had troub le with the 

word . So did I at time when i t was called aopas and j us t about every thing pos
s ible . The dog- test ques tion was useful . ]  

You wants a tenant with this hous e ?  
(I  want somebody t o  rent my house , yes . )  
Now , why I come to know all these thing s - I know you are curious how I come 

to know , being such a young fellow , but I ' m 2 5  years old and my g randmother was 
a spiPi tuaUst woman . 

(I  see . ) 
Now , you have a vacant house and you wants to rent it . You want t o  rent it to 

a whi te person or colored person ? I t  doesn ' t  mat ter who you rent i t  to ? 
( I t  doesn ' t matter . )  
I t  doesn ' t  mat ter . You take your house and s crub it  out with cinnamon and 

sugar and sweet milk and b urn three blue candles in the house at mi dnight and 
your house wi ll b e  rented within twelve days . 

(I s ee . You don ' t burn those candles any spe cial length of time or ? )  
Any spe ci al - burn the candle until i t ' s  down . I t ' s  no t like a candle you are 

burning on a person - you burn it awhile and you put it o ut and make your wishe s ; 
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it ' s  not that kind o f  candle . You j us t  get three b lue candles and burn them in 
the hous e until they burn down . 

( I  see . I unders tand . )  
And the hous e wi ll be rent ed wi thin twelve days . 
(Does i t  make any difference whether I want to rent that to a co lored person 

or a white pers on? ) 
Yeah , it makes a dif f ' re� ce . If you wanta rent i t  to a Negro , you should use 

a pink candle - j us t  one pink candle . But if it ' s  a white person , you should use 
three b lue candles . 

( I  see . )  
If  you don ' t  wanta move or you wanta fix it where no one els e  will rent the 

hous e? 
(Yes , OPOSS it up . )  
You want a aross it up where no one els e will rent the house? 
(That ' s  right . )  
You take sulphur and burn it and oi l of lodes tone . That ' s  the lodestone you 

buy at the drug s tore . I don ' t  know what this lodes tone is made out of , but my 
grandmother always used it . You take sulphur and a box of  lye , and at the proper 
time that you moving out , sprinkle the house thoroughly , and burn the sulphur and 
close the windows up and the house wi ll not be rented within six months . 

( I  see . That ' s  arossing up the landlord . ) 
That ' s  arossing up the landlord . 
And i t ' s  another method of arossing up the landlord .  You should throw cayenne 

pepper in hi s b ackyard and drop a whole box of s alt in the [ outside]  toilet . 
(That will do the s ame thing ? ) 
Do the s ame thing . 
(Well now , i f  they wanted you to move and you didn ' t want to move out ,  how 

could you s tay in the hous e ? ) 
I f you didn ' t want to move out o f the hous e  - whenever someone put anything 

down , j us t  take a handful of flaxs eed and throw i t  over whatever you - i f  you 
suspect anything has been put down you j us t t ake a handful o f  flaxs eed and throw 
it  over i t  and it will kill anything anybody els e  have put down for you to have 
you harmed with . 

( I  see . ) 
There are many way - methods o f  doing something when you go out to the forks 

of the road . Now , for ins tance , if  you in love with a girl or if  you wanta kill 
a woman . I f  you in they country - well , all country roads has forks to it . Well 
it ' s  nothing for us s aying people go out to the road to kill folks , but my g rand
mo ther never did teach me that - to go out to the road to  ki ll people . She 
always t aught me to go out to the road be fore the sunrise in the morning and 
make the sign of the cros s three times and . 

(Wait a minute ! You mean make it on yourself? ) 
On yourself - just  like this [ demons trat es ] . 
(All right . I understand , all right . ) 
Make the sign of the cross  three times before yourself and throw dirt over 

your shoulder - left  s ide , three t imes and make a wish and your wish will b e  
granted . 

• (Where did your g randmo ther do her work? ) 
My grandmo ther does her work right in the city of New Orleans , on Drive 

be tween Natchez and Girard - it ' s  611 Drive S treet . 
(What was he r name ? )  
Her name w as  Henriett a Joseph . 
( I  see . Was she called - known by any speci al name ? )  



1678  - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

Madam Joseph . 
(Madam Joseph . I see . ) 
That ' s a way to protect yourself from anything people p lant down for you to 

walk in , and if you walk in it ,  it means inj ury to yourself .  You take saltpeter 
and sug ar and crumb le it up in your shoes and wear it in both shoes and no harm 
will befall from the evil that they have planted for you .  

I kin take the trim o f  your fingernails and get me a tin burning lamp - what 
I mean by tin ,  it ' s  a lit t le brass-lo oking lamp that you ge t - and put it all in 
a pinch o f  your hair , and I could control you from the time that I burn the lamp 
on you until the time I put the lamp out . 

(I see . )  
Put all that - take all that together and put it in the lamp and burn the lamp 

on you . Long as the lamp continues to bum I can contro l  you - the whole time 
that that ' s  burning . 

(I understand . )  
What I ' m talking about - the dirt that you get o ff their heel . 
(Yes , that ' s  it . )  
Yeah , that ' s  anothe r  aontPO l ling me thod. You kin t ake that me thod and tie it 

up and wear it around your waist and the person that you love , you can control 
them with that - by taking it  all together and tying it up and wearing it  around 
your wais t continually . But don ' t  le t anyone touch it . If  anyone touches j_.t , it  
will become dead . 

Your foot tracks - it ' s  five or s ix me thods for that , but I only know one of  
' em about taking your foot track mos tly . You can take and s crape the dirt that ' s  
in the foot  t rack .  The foot  track i s  made something like that ,  you c an  s crape 
the dirt that ' s  in the foot track [ demons trates ] .  

(From the toe b ack to the heel . )  
From the t oe b ack t o  the heel - towards you . If  you making the footprint 

thataway [demonstrates] , scrape it back thisaway , and then you take the dirt 
that ' s  in that and you burn it in a can , and take and wrap i t  up in a b ag and 
throw it in the river , and that ' ll make you move out o f  that town . Jus t long as 
that b ag continues to go , you go ; when the bag stops and s inks in the river , you 
will s t ay in the town where the b ag sinks at . 

(I  see . You simply burn that in a can - an old can? ) 
In a old can . 
I got hold o f  your chamber lye , you couldn ' t  have a heart to have intercourse 

with any one but me - whether it was a man or woman , either one . I could take it  
and wrap i t  up with cinnamon and oi l of ammonia - that something like Jockey 
Club . You kin get it right here at the drug store - at the Crackerj ack Drug 
S tore . 

(What do you call that? )  
Jock-0-Day . 
(Jock-0-Day? ) 
Not Jockey 0-Day , but Jock-0-Day [ spells it ] . 
(I  see , )  
And you tie all o f  it up t ogether and wear it - it ' s  something you wears the 

corn off the foot - around the wais t .  You can ' t  raise the heart to have inter
course with a. man or woman outs ide of myself . 

(I  see . This Jock-0-Day is  a perfume? ) 
Jock-0-Day is a perfume . I t  smells continuously . 
Do that with your �· I ' ve did it with a shoe . I can take your shoe and 

dress it with your name nine times wrote in red ink either indelible pencil ,  and 
throw it into the river  with stee l dust inside of the shoe - the shoe is nailed 
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up tight in a way that neither the paper or the s tee l dust can ge t out , and say ,  
"Go ,  bit ch ,  go , "  and you will leave that town . 

(What can you do with a photograph ? )  
You can take a photograph i f  i t ' s  white o r  colored . I f  it ' s  a white man , you 

can take his photograph and you can put it  up s ome place if i t ' s  not a negative . 
I f  it ' s  a negative , I can kill you with it - either one . 

You take the photograph and put it  up - you put f lowers around the photograph 
and you burns a pink candle , but before you burns the candle , you have to turn 
the candle bot toms ide upwards . Cut the right end off and sharpen the bottom end 
and then you write the man ' s name nine times with a sharp-pointed needle - �  
times t owards you on this candle , and then you roll it  in honey and sulphur , E.,!!! 
towards you , and you set  it up and burn it . And you can command the name of the 
picture to  do what you wanta do . And when the picture is moving around the can
dle , the person supposed to be thinking ab out you . The picture moves j us t  like 
wind is shaking the picture . And when the candle burns completely down , the 
person will appear at your house that you des ire to see . 

(Now , you have that - you j us t  put that picture up ? )  
Just like that glass there . 
(Put it  up agains t the glass ? )  
Yes . 
(You see anything ? )  
Anything . 
(And put the candle before it ? )  
Put the candle ' fore it . 
(The pi cture is face up ? )  
Face up . 
(In normal position ? )  
Normal position . 
(I see . )  
(You s aid , maybe you could kill a person . How would you do th at? ) 
Well , a negative - the negative of a picture before you draw the picture off . 

A lit tle negative - some thing made out of tin . [ Informant is speaking ab out a 
tintype . ]  You get this picture ,  turn it  ups ide down in the cPease of the rainy 
side of the house - you know how the rain drip off the [ eaves of a] house [ and 
makes a litt le dit ch which is called crease ] .  You bury it  right in that cPease 
at leas t a halfa foot down . And when the rain washes all the paint off the neg
ative , the person will die . That ' s  a true fact - I have commit ted that s in . 

[ The preceding word cPease is a variety of the word crest .  There is a cres t ,  
an ornamental ridging , o f  a roof ; but this  is the only t ime I have ever heard of 
cPease being the word , a des crip tive one , for the ditch made in the ground by 
dripp ing eaves . The term is too good to be personal . ] 

I f  you would write me a letter and you wouldn ' t  write me any more , I could 
take - if you a whi te person - I could take your handwri t ing and burn it under a 
white candle , and demanding you to write me again cons tantly , and you would write 
me for the next nine days . I t ' s  nothing to it  but j us t  take the white candle and 
all the letter and demanding you to  write me until the next next nine days . 

( Suppose I was colored? ) 
'f  you was colored ,  I would take a b lue candle . 
(Burn a b lue candle . )  
(You use white paper , then? ) 
The same letter - j us t take the le tter . 
( Oh ,  the s ame letter . I see . ) 
See , in some ins t an ces , if it ' s  a Negro , you use a pink candle . [ An  example 
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has already been given . ]  And in s ome ins tances , Negroes use a blue candle . 
( I  see . I unders t and . ) 
See , if you committed murder , when the person is in the co ffin on the day o f  

the death , you take an d  open u p  h i s  hand an d  put a egg in his hand , and when the 
egg burs ts , the pe rson wi ll appear to the court . And even , you could take the 
dead pe rson and turn htm bottomside over and bury him on the face , and that wil l  
make the murderer g ive up .  

On the he adboard , not the foo tboard . Iffen you kill a person and want s the 
person to appear , upon the headboard write that person ' s  name - on the headboard 
and wat ch the grave . The person will come to that person ' s  grave . 

(You never did that ? )  
Neve r have . 
[ I  ask ab out a graveyard rabbit . ]  
That ' s  not a rabbit . 
(Well , what is that ? )  
That ' s  a rabb it - that ' s  a rat looks like - something like a possum , but only 

it gets smaller than a possum . You can take th at and continues to keep i t  - i f  
you kill it  and take i t s  heart out , it ' s  a good joomoo [ o r  jomo ] for g amb ling . 

( I  see . And they call that a graveyard rabbit ? )  
A graveyard rabbit . 
(I  see . But it isn ' t  a rabb it ? )  
No , it ' s  no t a rabbit . 
They take and take a b at - you know what a bat is . You take a bat and kill it 

and take the he art ou t o f  the bat , and s t retch the hide out and dry i t . And when 
the hide dry , you take the hide and chop i t  up - j ust like you would p ars ley , and 
you put the heart back in i t  and you feed it wi th oi Z of Zodestone and sew it in 
a leathe r  bag and wear it around your lef t thigh , and you ' l l  always be lucky and 
suc cess ful whi le you are gamb ling . But i f you remove the bag off your thigh , 
your luck will be j us t  a s  long as the next fellow ' s  lu ck will be . [ Even I the 
skep ti c can agree that your luck wi ll s till be as long as the next fellow ' s .  But 
informant me ans this hand is lucky no matter where you keep i t . ] 

One les son that I know according t o  the moon - when a woman is become meni
st rat in '  - and when the moon is full mos t women mens trate . And you kin ket ch the 
menstrate in a bo ttle , i f  you des ire to kill the woman . And you bury the bottle 
ups ide down and when the moon g rows to be an old mo on and when the moon thining 
out and when a new moon coming in , well the top will come out o f  the bot tle and 
the woman will die . The woman is s ick all the time if  you have this  mens tratin ' 
in the bot t le .  

That ' s  a novena you ask me for now . She ' s  a househo ld saint , she ' s  not a evil 
s aint at all . 

(Well , tell me s ome thing ab out her . )  
About S t . Rita? Well , S t .  Rita , she was a holy saint and she always be ' s ,  

make your household lu cky and success ful . And whenever mishaps come on de house
hold , get you a fig - in the winter time get a can o f  figs , because you kinnot 
find the f igs on de tree in the win ter .  And put one f ig in a dish and one where 
it in a row .  In placin ' de fig in a row , then your wife and your chi ldren will 
always be happy and success ful and heal thy during the winter . And when those 
figs in that .row gets withery , refreshen them ag ain and de household be ' s  he althy 
and happy during the winter . 

' 

When S t .  Rita died she had a sore in her forehead and before she died , she 
told the nuns , if  they came to visi t  her , she s ays , "Go to my co ' t  in Belgium and 
bring me the rose . " They s aid , "St . Ri ta ,  there ' s  not a ros e  in no garden - it ' s  
t oo cold . "  She s aid , "Go look and find the ros e  that ' s in my g arden . " So they 
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went to he r rose bush and it was in full bloom with one rose on it . When they 
brought th e rose back to her , she told them to go look in her orchard and bring 
her the figs o f f  the t ree . And they s ays , "No , there ' s  none in the wintert ime . "  
She said , "Go look and bring the figs o ff the trees . "  And they went to her 
orchard and there was two f igs upon the t ree . And she died holding the fig s  in 
one hand and the rose in the other , and the sore that was in her forehead heal ed 
up and appeared as a s t ar .  

( Can you tell me why S t . Rit a  doesn ' t  like men ? )  
I never heard that . She don ' t  like womens - I ' ve heard of that . 
[ There being nothing to record , I turn to St . Expedite . ]  
(Tell me about that . )  
S t . Exped ite?  We ll , you can go to S t . Expedite and you kin - i t ' s  a prayer , 

I don ' t  remember the prayer , but anyway I wi ll see I get i t  and bring i t  to you 
some day i f  you desire it . I know a girl that h as it . 

Well [ informant recites a petition] , "St . Expedite , 
don ' t  care fo r me . S t .  Exped ite put her in h ard luck . 
her pas t  an d  h e r  future , make her l i fe miserable , make 
Expedite , I put all my trust in thee . " 

the woman whom I des ire 
St . Expedit e do away wi th 

l i fe unbearab le . S t . 

But you mus t  s ays the prayer be fore you says thos e words . I know those words 
be caus e I ' ve read the prayer o ft en to Expedite . [ I f  those words are part of a 
prayer to a s aint , they are pure hoodoo ! ]  

(And you burn any p articular color candle ? )  
I t ' s  no particular co lo r candle , it ' s  a candle come in a cup and burn to h im . 

I t ' s  called a seven day aandZe and you light the candle while you saying the 
p rayer . 

( I  see . And S t .  Expedite doesn ' t  like women ? )  
Don ' t  like women . 
[ S t .  Peter ] supposed to open your home to you . Whenever you have a request 

to be grante d , always go to hi s church and take a key and give it to S t .  Peter , 
and demand him to do so forth fo r you , and light a candle to him for nine days , 
and your reque s t  will b e  granted on the tenth day . 

( Ever he ard o f  S t . Anthony? ) 
Yes , I he ard o f  S t . Anthony . I know a prayer to S t . Anthony : "O , S t . Anthony , 

the mighty son of God , have mercy upon us , trust in us , open the gates o f  glory 
t o  us . 0 ,  S t .  Anthony , deliver us out of this trouble . Deliver us into good 
health . 0 ,  S t .  Anthony let the • • • nothing temp t  me . 0 ,  S t .  Anthony , b less me . 
Keep all danger and evi ls away from me . Please , S t .  Anthony , p le ase , S t .  
Anthony , I pray you . " 

(I see . )  
[When a woman i s ]  hus tZin ' more , then you are constantly throwing white men ,  

which mo st men have been thrown like that , whether [whit e ]  or no t ;  i f  they 
haven ' t , they wi Z Z  be thrown. When you throw white men or colored men - doesn ' t  
matter 'bout the nat ionality - that is to cause you no fus s . You t ake the holy 
water af ter the las t one out the door , you throw it and you s ay ,  "Go - g o  - go -
and don ' t  come b ack , "  and sprinkle your house with holy water . Holy water wi ll 
ns; permit the men of the law to ente r  the house .  Holy water does not draw the 
laws - holy water keeps the law away . No men today in high posi tions can come 
whe re holy water is and do evil . 

(What do you mean by - when a hus t ling wcman is throwing a man . ) 
I t ' s  throwing a man - j ust like you having intercourse wi th a woman - you 

jazzing a woman? And whi le you ' s  jazzing this woman , some woman comes in the 
room and steals your money out o f  your pockets .  Well , naturally , the firs t  thing 
pop into your mind is the law .  That ' s  t rue . Then when you g e t  up , you going to 
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g e t  the law . Someone throws the water on [ you] and let the water touches you . 
And when yo u go out , well , naturally , you s ay ,  '�ell , I 'm whi te and that ' s  a 
nigger woman ; I won ' t  go back there with the law , b ecause there would b e  too 
much pub l icity and s candal . "  

( I  see . I s ee . )  
I f  you bootleggin ' ,  that ' ll [ holy water will ] keep the law away als o . 
And i f  you have a trial t o  go to court , you take a p ie ce o f  sage - you get the 

whole leaf sage , and you take that o ld Bib le and you write all twelve o f  the 
Apo s tle ' s  Creed names off - you h ave to have all twe lve - not s even or no t ten -
you must have twelve . And you write the name on it [ 12 name s  on 1 sag e  leaf ! ] 
and you wear it in your right shoe . And you take the name of the j udge and wri te 
it on a piece of parchment paper and you wear it in your lef t  shoe , and when you 
go to court that morning your case wi ll be put off . And the third time you g o to 
court , your cas e  will b e  thrown out . 

Nine day p()b)der. 
(Yes . )  

You buys the powder and you put it in anything they eating o r  drinking and 
when you gives them nine do ses o f  i t  - it ' s  a dose each day - they ' ll have no 
more des ire and b e  dope addict at all , hasn ' t any des ire for alchol i c  drink . 

( I t  s tops all these? ) 
All alcoholic or addi cts - i t  b reaks the hab i t  o f  it . 
( I  s ee . Doctor Goldb erg puts . )  

Put s  thi s powder out . 
( I s  he a drugg ist ? )  
He ' s  a drugg is t . 
(He has a drug s tore here in town? ) 

No , he hasn ' t  one he re in town , but his merchandise is sold in town - his 
merChandise is sold at the C rackerj ack Drug S tore . 

(Whe re is Doctor Goldb erg ' s  place of bus iness ? )  
Doctor Goldberg is in Pennsylvania - Pit tsburgh , P a .  
(I s ee . )  
Like they - well , i f  you went in the drug store , i t  wouldn ' t  b e  polite to take 

and burn cinnamon and sug ar around the house no r any kind of incense.. But i f  you 
hustting now , I would advise you to use incense and sugar and sweet milk . S crub 
in sweet milk , burn the incense and sugar and cinnamon all together at once . 
I t ' s  the incense they have in - the Catholic religion puts it out . Als o  the 
Catho l ic things might be o f  g reat interes t  to you . [ The refore informant con
t inues the sub j ects . ]  You kin als o go there and get what you cal l  Jerusatem 
incense . I t  has s tars all upon the b ox - i t  looks something like a hot wa ter 
containe r , something like that to put in your b ed .  I t ' s  a b ox f rom Jerus alem 
no t no make-out , it ' s  really from Jerus alem . The P riest will tell you .  You goes 
in there and you makes all your wishes and your wishe s will b e  g rante d . And it ' s  
the incense they call charcoat incense - i t ' s  shaped j us t  like an incens e .  If 
you should des ire , I ' d get you s ome b e fore you leave and le t you see it o r  e ither 
let you take it b ack wi th you . 

And you burn thi s incens e on a F riday - it do esn ' t  mat ter ab out whi ch Friday 
of the month . And after you b urn it , you make your wish knd be confident - have 
faith in yout wish . I t  will b e  g ranted and your bus iness wil l p i ck up enormous . 

(Any kind of business at all ? ) 
Any kind o f  bus iness , i t  doesn ' t  mat ter . 
I f  the person is burning a candle , you would have to find the kind o f  candle 

they are burning and burn three like it on them , and thei r  candle will go out 
they are burning . They will light the candle but the candle wi ll not cont inue 
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to burn . Their candle wi ll burn a li t tle whi le and go ou t .  [See MAGIC OF THE 
SAME , P •  85 3 . ]  

(Your candle will not go out ? )  
No , she can ' t put your candle ou t be cause you got three to her one . 
( I  see . )  
I t ' s  more than one method now of putting ou t the candle , but that ' s  my me thod .  

You may get some [ something ] because they tooken away the black candle , but I 
only know that ' s  one p art icular way o f  putting out because I have put them out 
myself . 

I ' ve never he ard o f  crossing up a chi le so she [ mother]  have a hard delivery , 
but I ' ve he ard o f  killing a b aby before i t ' s  born . 

(How do you do th at ? )  
You take a he rb , i t ' s  called anmonia herb . I t ' s  a herb th at grows in - any

body kin name the herb for you and show you the herb . You take the herb and make 
i t  into a tea or either coffee . You invi te that parti cular pers on that ' s  in the 
fami ly way and pregnant , I might s ay ,  with the child , and have them to drink 
some ; and if tqey don ' t get to drink any , have some cooked up in s ome kind of 
food that they migh t get the [ essence ]  of th at herb , and the b aby wi ll be born 
dead . 

[ I  ask abou t gunpowder - having abortion in mind . ]  
I ' ve us ed i t  but i t ' s  my own way of  us ing gunpowder for luck . I t ' s  a Zucky 

pie ce you call Lucky Dwnas . You als o buys that . And i t ' s  a - it ' s  a platinum
looking , funny mi dget , and you �ake gunpowder with that and you tie it up con
s tantly in a p iece of s ateen , not s atin , and you rub s i t  and rub i t  until i t  
wears the s ateen - wears a ho le i n  the s ateen . And you shakes the gunp owder out 
and you takes the gunpowder that comes out and you put it  in your shoes , and 
you ' 11 be j us t  as Zucky as gunpowder. 

( I  s ee . Well , this  [ is ]  a little thin [ image] ? )  
Little image , yes . You put i t  in the s ateen - make a little s ateen square out 

of it  [ add the gunpowder] and you ' ll j us t  cons tantly rub i t  until i t  burns . Nat
urally , s ateen ' ll burn through any kind of edge , but this [ is ]  aluminum or p lati
num-like see . And you rub it like that until it rubs like - put it be tween your 
two p alms of the hand and rub it until it rub s a ho le through i t .  [Whether this 
fri ction would ignite the gunpowder , I do not know . ]  And then you shake the gun
powder out and wear it in b o th shoes and you ' 1 1 be j us t  as Zucky as gunpowder. 

(And what about that ? What did you s ay the name o f  that s tatue was ? )  
Lucky Dumas . 
(Lucky Dumas ? How do you sp ell Dwnas ? )  
Dumas - D-u-m-a-s . 
( I  see . )  
[ I  ask how your hous e can be protected while you are ab sent . ]  
Sprinkle your house with holy water - to keep anyone from coming into your 

house at all - before you leaving . 
Mos t all of  the Louisiana people have what you call a altar in their house . 

And whenever anyone is entering a house , they always light their light and sprin
kle the particular room with holy water , that they des ire nothing to leave out of 
that room . And you kinnot do any kind of evil at all over holy wate r .  Ho ly 
w:ter will not permit any kind of evil at all . 

(You s ay mos t of these people have that al tar .  What do you mean , they Zigh t ? )  
They ligh t  their altar an d  sprinkle their holy water in the mos t  part i cular 

room that they have - and don ' t  want the merchandise to leave out of that room . 
(Well , they b low out the candle before they leave ? )  

� '  they don ' t  blow it out . I tell you , never blow the candle out - you 
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always p inches the candle out . 
(You mean to s ay they would leave those candles burning while they ' re gone ? )  
[ Only one candle . ] 
Burning , be cause the candle is in a dish and there ' s  no way for i t  set afire . 

Have you ever been to a Catholic Church and see the oandZe au.ps ? Well , those are 
the kind o f  cups that we have here . We have thos e same parti cular kind of  cups . 
You can buy them out of the druggi s t  o r  get in the store here [ store selling 
Roman Catholic supplies ] .  

( I  see . There ' s  no chance of  fire . )  
No chance of fire . 
I f  you ' ve been ab le to rent a hous e out to  someone and the person get in the 

house and they don ' t want to move . You take a dirt dauber ' s  nes t . You take nine 
of  them and you crush them up int o a powder . You take b lack pepper and cayenne-
pepper and go to that house and sprinkle it . They wi ll be fussing and fighting 
in that house the whole time that the cayenne pepper ' s  [ and black pepper ' s ]  down 
and the dirt dauber ' s  nes t  [ three ingredients ] , until s omeone dis covers i t  and 
s crubs it up . But if they should happen to s crub it - perhaps they won ' t  see it  
because it ' s  such a small powder - you mash it  into such a small powder .  And 
perhaps they s crub it up . You put more down , and each time you put i t  down they 
wil l  be fight ing - and i t  doesn ' t  matter how wealthy or how ni ce the peop le are , 
i f  you put it  down , it ' s  a sure sign o f  j ail and a figh t . 

It ' s  like i f  I commit a murder and you see me . Well , I j us t  use your name 
like , "that Mr . Alfred Nichols the re . "  I take a beef tongue - that ' s  a cow -
tongue ' s  beef meat . You take and you split the tongue from the root toward you . 
You open the tongue and you wri te Mr . Alfred N�chols ' name [ on paper and put i t ]  
down in the re - whatever name [ the person] you saw - perhaps its you . An d  you 
write hi s name nine times - on a piece of whi te paper , if it was a white man ; if 
i t ' s  colored man , like I ' fore told you , use pure b rown pape r .  Use p aper that 
hasn ' t been us ed in the p as t  for anything at all , no more than you pressing it 
out . Because what he t ou ch ing he don ' t  know , but from the time that he buys it , 
he know what he touches i t .  And you write his name nine times an d  you put i t  in 
the bee f  tongue ' s  head , and you s t i ck nine needles in it . Wh at I mean by nine 
needles [you s ti ck ]  five one way and four the o ther . Make it have a cros s - � 
angle [ angle ] like that . And you bury this beef tongue right where the person 
can walk over i t ,  and when the time comes for trial , this person will leave town 
rather than have anything to  say ab out you , b ecause that ' s  what you call sewing 
up a person 's tongue , to keep them from telling what they s aw  and what they know . 

( I  see . You put these needles and the pins like thi s . )  [ I demons trate . ] 
No , like this [ demons trates ] . 
(Like that ? )  
Yes , you [ demons trat es ] . 
(You cros s them - you make "X ' s "  - you keep putting them on top o f  each o ther , 

like making a series o f  "X ' s " on top o f  it . )  
Series o f  "X ' s "  on top . 
For instance , if  you have me arrested and you go like - you got me in j ail 

already . Well I 'm going to tell someone out of  the j ai l ,  if I can get hold some
one at all , I ' ll have someone to do this for me . To go  to the river and fish and 
ketch a fresh cat fish , and you take and write your name nine t imes with b lue ink , 
this time - l ' ve also told you about the red ink , too . You take and write it 
with blue ink this time - nine times . You take cayenne pepper and you just rub 
i t  on this name on the paper and you say ,  "This town is too goddam hot for you -
go - go - go . "  And you take the live fish - you don ' t  kill the fish - and you 
take the hook ou t of his mouth and you put this p aper down into the f ish ' s belly . 
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Takes a good deal o f  time - but you can go  through with it - to take a live fish 
and push this name on par chment down into his s tomach .  And sew his mouth up . 
I t ' s very terrib le to do such things , although the fish will not die . You throw 
the fish into the water and don ' t  look back and the person will leave town with 
the fish , because the fish will not stay there after it has had it ' s  mouth sewed 
up . I t will go out into deep water to drown itself . 

I t ' s a certain thing that the fish will not stay there after i t  has had it ' s  
mouth sewed up - i t  will go out into deep water to drown itself and the person 
will leave there , until the fish ' s  dead body s tarts floating around and someone 
sees i t  and pi cks it up . 

(I see . You use this person ' s  name - who put you in j ail . ) 
Who put you in j ail . 
(You write it nine times j us t  one over the o ther? ) 
Jus t one here - doesn ' t  matter what way you write it . Yo� t ake cayenne pepper 

and stee l dust - you could also buy this s tee l dust .  
See , you also use the Lord ' s Name when you s ay "goddam" - that ' ll make the 

person get real angry with you and go . And you roll it  up small as you possib ly 
can get i t  and puts it down past this fish ' s  g il ls , because it  will come out the 
fish ' s  thare - see , the fish passes water through him here , and you puts it down 
into the fish stomach and then sew his mouth up with needle and thread . 

I could t ake a lemon and make � all of  your toenails come o ff with it , or e ither 
your fingernails come of f  with it . I could take the lemon and take your toenails 
and fingernails and put them in this lemon and s tir them into a mixture and let 
the lemon eat it  up - for instance ,  try it s ometime with a button . Lemon j uice 
will even eat up a but ton . You can put lemon juice on a s teel knife and it will 
ea t  it up . And you put lemon j ui ce on the fingernail or the toenail in a dish o r  
a b ot tle , and when it eat it all up your fingernails an d  toenails will begin t o  
have sores on them and they ' ll rot off . I t ' s  very queer but a lo t of people goes 
through with those things . 

T ake a apple - and you kin take a fresh app le and carve a hole in it and write 
your name nine times - this time on parchmen t  paper .  You know parchment paper -
real thin paper - us ed in Egypt - the Egyp tians used to us e that . You write Lhe 
name nine times on parchment p aper and you sew it up in this apple and put the 
meat back in it and put it up over this person ' s  doo r - no t under the door ,  any 
particular place this pe rson walk under . And as this apple dries up , this per
son will become s i ckly ;  and when this apple rots , the person will  die . I t ' s  a 
very hard task to go through , but it ' s  very cruel to do such o f  those things ; 
but when we g ets paid for i t , why we does it . 

A hus tling �oman takes a onion . 
( Jus t a moment ! What do you mean by a hust ling �oman ? )  [ I  wanted a b et ter 

st atement than the previous one . ] 
I j ust t o ld you about the hustling �oman - a woman that ' s  having each man she 

kin for a dollar , or two dollars o r  five dollars .  
(I  see . )  
Jus t like you wanta jazz a woman . 
(I see . Well , you see , hus t ling is a word - we don ' t  �se it  in New York .  

Thit ' s  a new word to me . ) .  
Wel l , what do you use there ? 
(Sporting �oman . What do you s ay a sporting �oman is ? )  
[ I  avoided a few old English terms . ]  
A sporting �oman and hus tling �oman is the s ame thing , but we lower clas s  of  

people use hus tling druther than to s ay sporting � be cause the smaller people out 
here , they are not educated . Some o f  them are educated and when you say sporting 
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woman , well they think that ' s  some thing they going out to play golf or f i shing 
or something . You see . 

(They do that for money? ) 
Yeah , and you ' d have to say a hus tZing woman down here . But I '  11 j ust s ay 

sporting woman i f  you wish . 
[ The atti tude th at I had crit icized info rmant , surprised me momentarily . ]  
( Oh , no ! I want you to j ust - don ' t use - j us t  use the ordinary wo rds that 

you use righ t he re - all of those . )  
Well , they us e  hus t ling woman , the words down here for sporting woman - what 

you call it in New York . 
(What do you mean by jazzing ? )  
Jazzing is fucking - see , they call it jazaing . We ll , that ' s  j us t a l i ttle -

instead of  saying fucking be cause that is so vulgar . S o  they s ay jaazing . 
We ll , a jaaaing woman uses a onion . She t akes one up over her door and she 

chops the o ther up and makes a small b atter out of it and put s  onions in it and 
sugar and holy water and she burns it in the oven . The ho ly water will s oon dry 
ou t but the s te am  will be in the room and will make the room holy and lucky . And 
you can . 

( I  see . That ' s to bring in trade to her ? )  
That ' s  t o  b ring in t rade for hersel f .  
(And she t akes two onions ,  you s ay? } 
Two oni ons . 
(One over the door ? )  
And it ' ll grow . 
( I t ' ll grow . )  
Ye ah ,  j us t  t ake one and s t i ck it  up on that nai l up there . I t ' ll grow while 

you in here . 
( I  see . And the o ther onion she chops up and puts this mixture in i t . )  
Ye ah ,  and makes a batter with sug ar . 
( Sort of a b atter- like . ) 
Batter-like and mix it like this and it wi ll b urn . I t  will make a terrible 

smoke , but she ' s  g o t  all the windows down while this smoke is burning and she ' s  
got that window down , and when the room gets full o f  smoke , she opens all the 
windows and doors and le ts the smoke go ou t ,  and then her trade wi ll start coming 
in . 

( I  see . )  
And you can us e g arli c for g amb ling . Whenever you going to get in a hand , you 

take garlic and rub it in the palm of the hand , see , when you go there . Now , if 
someone there hasn ' t  got it on ' em already , and you knows they had it - i f  s ome
one the re has this joomoo I told you about , you take a toadfrog when you go there 
and you put thi s  toadfrog down . Wel l , that toadfrog s t ays there f ive minutes , 
then their joomoo is dead . Then you go out again and you take that toad/rag out 
and you b ring your joomoo b ack there and your joomoo will be lu cky joomoo and 
their doomoo will be dead . 

(I see . Did you s ay some thing about Joe or John or something ? )  
That ' s  a frog . I said frog . 
[ I  was a-tually re ferring to joomoo , usually calle d jomo . ] 
(Yes . Well , I unde rs tand the s tory . ) 
[ I  did no t want any more hurt feelings ! ]  
You take s the frog and writes the name on p archment p aper again . This is the 

se cond time you use parchment pape r .  I ' ve never told you ab out p ar chment p aper 
but once . You take the p archment paper and you do with the frog the same way 
that you do with the fish , but only you perish the frog to death with the person 
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�· You put the person ' s  name in the frog ' s  mouth and sew it up and keep it 
chained up until the frog dies . And the person will die when the frog dies with 
the name . I t ' s  some thing like the app le , but all the apple roots and you perish 
the frog to dea th yoursel f .  That ' s  all . 

I ' ve used the snake myself . 
(How do you prepare that ? )  
You t ake the snake and you kill the snake , i f  it ' s  a b lacksnake - that ' s  the 

only snake I know anything about is the bla ck snake . You will the snake like yo 
would a human and you skin him and you take the person ' s  hair - this time out of  
the mole [mold]  of the head . The mole of the head is the knob of the head . I ' m 
sure you know ab out that . And then you take and you put - you stuff this snake 
hide with this and then you go to  a well that hasn ' t  b een used - a fresh well , 
and you throw this down in there - dip it in this fresh well water and you draw 
this bucket of water out . And you take this snake hide and s tuf f  it  in a bot tle 
and put thi s water on it and that snake hide will ro t in the b o tt le , and the 
person will die when the snake hide ro ts . 

Well , if you have a des ire to put a snake in somebody .  You take the snake egg 
and boi l  it �nd le t the person eat it . It ' ll make i t  hat ch in ' em .  I t ' s  no such 
thing it ' ll kill ' em ,  the snake eg g . You take two snake egg s . You eat a snake 
eg g  and the snake will b e  in you .  And i f  you want a ket ch a person and put frogs 
in ' em .  You know how frogs lays their eggs on the water . Didj a ever see frog 
�? 

( I ' ve s een f rog eggs . )  
Well you take the frog eggs and you give them to ' em in s ome oys ter co cktail -

you know oys ter co cktail is kinda sticky - either in some tapioca . Tapio ca looks 
something like frog eggs . Well , they won ' t  know t apio ca from the frog ' s  eg gs and 
they ' ll eat it and the frog ' s  eggs wi ll hat ch , b ecause once frog eggs gets ins ide 
you , they ' ll attach to your intestines and the more your intest ines dry , the 
tighter the frog egg s wi ll s tick .  

Now , [ ALGIERS ] Louisiana I S  MOSTLY A HOODOO TOWN (see  p . 745 ) . ALGIERS I S  THE 
PLACE WHERE MOST OF THE WITCHES ARE becaus e those p eople over there , they have 
enough money , but we out here , we don ' t  have enough money . We j us t  does anything 
we kin get money for .  Anything we possibly can .  

Now ,  it ' s  some more about the witches . For instance , some people say it ' s  
high b lood pressure . But it ' s  a lie - it ' s  re ally wit ches . Becaus e you kin take 
a s if ter and put it under the bed . I t ' s  the proper time - say ,  every night about 
ten o ' clock , this wit ch come there . You may no t be home ' till about a quarter to 
ten and you ' d  get up and you put the sif ter under the bed . Well , the witch come 
about ten or t en- thirty . I f  she get on you - instead of  her gett ing on you , she 
going to s ay ,  "What is this under this bed?" Well t she g oing to  go there and try 
to count all them holes . Now ,  what I mean by she done use that - she is afraid . 
Well , s ay fo r ins tance , s ay it might be  a roach .  I f  you ketch a roach in that 
si fter , you j us t  kill that roach , and a couple of days later you ' ll hear t ell o f  
Mis s  So- and-So or Mr . So-and-So died . 

Well , that was the person that go to b ed every night concentrating on - "To
night I ' d like to go over to J ohnny ' s  and j ust ride -· j us t  make him suffer in his 
sleep . "  You see , THAT ' S  WHAT YOU CALL CONCENTRATING . Well , your whole s oul will 
be •on that when you go to s leep . Well , YOU JUST IMAGINE THAT YOU ARE OVER THERE 
AND REALLY YOU REALLY ARE OVER THERE . That b e  the truth . That ' s  facts about 
that . That ' s  no lie . Some people s ay that ' s  all lies , but that ' s  not lie about 
it - it ' s  the truth . You can concentrate on somebody that night and they will 
always do j us t  what yo u s ay do . That ' s  if they have a weak mind . But if they 
have a s trong cons cious , they very hard to control . 
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And you ge t up in the morning and that bug will b e in the si f ter walking all 
the way round to all those ho le s . You ' ll think i t ' l l  b e  trying to get out , but 
it will be counting al l tho se holes . And you get that and you ki ll it . In the 
next,  two or three days , you ' ll he ar tell o f  s omeone dying . 

I f  a man leaves home and you know he ' s  go t another woman ,  and he won ' t  s t ay 
at home at all . You take some charcoal - you take and beat the charco al up . You 
t ake seven t easpoons of charcoal , five teaspoons of sug ar and one t easpoonful o f  
salt . Some woman - it ' s  g oing to s trangle you , but you g otta go through with it , 
i f  you want it to come true . You take and you make a fire out o f  it , j us t  like 
you do in the furnace , and you walk around your bed seven time s b ecaus e you go t 
seven spoons o f  charcoal in there . And you tell him , you s ay ,  "Henry , p lease 
come home . Henry , ple ase come home . "  And af ter you goes around the seventh 
t ime , you put it unde r the bed and you get in the bed , and the smoke wi ll fumi
g ate the room and you ' ll j us t  s trangulate - drowsy - but you s tay unti l  it burns 
out . And then you t ake it and put it in your dre s se r  drawer - a drawer that you 
don ' t  never go in , and when he come home at night , you throw i t  out . But le t i t  
s t ay the re unt il h e  g e t s  in the bed . When h e  gets i n  the b ed and goes t o  s leep , 
you get up and throw i t  out . You s ay , "P lease , Henry , s tay home , "  and you throw 
it out after you s ay ,  "Home . "  

And ano th� r way o f  drawing a man home - like this . Now , I ' ve b e en - I ' m what 
you call a freak .  I gue s s  you know that , huh ? I gues s you know that ? 

(You wha t ?  Oh , yes . )  
Wel l , anothe r way to bring a man home is to t ake a pink candle , i f  your man is 

l igh t skinned .  You take a whi te an d  p ink candle . You write hi s name nine times 
on i t . and you put it on a glas s  o f  water , this time , and a glas s  o f  honey . You 
have half water and half honey . The honey ' s  going to the b ottom and water coming 
to the top . And you burn these candles half on a Friday and you p inch ' em out . 
You don ' t  never b low out a candle . As you burn the next half that Sunday . � 
i t  down ' ti ll i t  gets to the water and the water covers the candles , and you make 
him come home when the wate r comes to the candles . And he will be j us t  as sweet 
as honey . 

A man wants t o  keep his wif e ' s  mind cons tan tly over him . Now , he take one o f  
her menistratin ' rags wi th him - keep i t  in hi s po cket , but i t  ain ' t  any good i f  
h e  don ' t  keep i t  in his po cke t though . His wi fe ' s  natu� won ' t  be fo r anybody 
but him unt il he gets b ack .  

(We ll now , what ab out your work - your personal work? ) 
[He-she was s aid to do a l it t le hoodoo docto ring but my q uestion is misunde r

s too d .  1 
Person work? Well , now ,  I had a man on ce upon a time - no t onae upon a time -

that ' s  a s t ory - doesn ' t  s ay once upon a time . I was going with a fel low one 
time and he was very mean to me . I was s taying right here in thi s room - this is 
No . 1 7 .  Ask Mr . Pat terson didn ' t  I s t ay here . [ P atterson managed the ho tel , the 
Patterson Hotel . ]  This was a litt le dago , and I had his picture . So I went to 
my g randmothe r and I exp lained everything to her - all my peop le knew what I was . 
So then she t ook me in her confidence and she told me how to use this p i ct ure to 
bring him b ack . Well , I b rought this boy b ack .  And i t  was s o  hard to make th is 
b oy g ive me money . The boy wouldn ' t  g ive me no money . He was making plenty 
money as a b artender . All kind of nationalit ies down here - Por tugue se , Spanish , 
I talians - all of us mixed in t oge ther as one down here . Well , you are fixed [ by 
hoodoo] l ike that . 

And so this boy wouldn ' t  g ive me no money , so my g randmo ther told me . She 
s ays , "You get him to give you a dollar . "  So this boy g ave me a s i lver do llar . 
His name was S alvador C .  That was his name , he was an I t alian . I had his 
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p icture . I would give you one o f  his pictures i f  you want it . So , my grand
mothe r s aid , "You get a silver do llar and b ring it - g ive it to me . " I say ,  
' 'What you g oing to do with it ? "  So ,  I b egged him , I s ays , "S alvador , p leas e  
give m e  a dollar . "  I say , "I needs t o  p ay the rent . "  I didn ' t  need t o  pay the 
rent , I was working in the cannery . I was p aying the rent my own self , cause he 
wasn ' t  g iving me no money at all .  So he g ave me this silver dollar and I g ive it 
to my grandmother . 

She s ay ,  "Come here , " she say , "I 'm going to t ake this file . "  She took a hand 
file and g rated this dollar down to one side . She took a teaspoon o f  milk and 
put it in with that and took some cig arette ashes of f one of the cigare tte butts 
that he was smoking and throwed down . And she s ays , "Now , here , you pu t this in 
your lamp . "  I had a little lamp as I ' ve  told you about - a litt le tin lamp . And 
she says , "Bum this and as long as you bum it  - i f  there ' s  anything you ask him 
for , he ' ll give to you . "  But I say , "Grandma , " I s aid , ' 'but he ' ll s ee that lamp 
burning al l the time and wonder why I bum it . "  She s ay ,  ' 'Well ,  bum it when 
he ' s not there and when he come , put it out . "  So I s ay ,  "Oh , no , grandma , I 
don ' t  want a bum the lamp . "  She say , "Well , I tell you wh at to do - when he 
come home tonight , ask him for a d ime . " 

And so when S alvador came home , I s aid , "Salvador , give me a dime . "  He g ave 
, me a dime . 

She s aid , "Now , you sleep on that dime nine days and nine nights . "  I s lep t 
on the dime nine da s and nine ni hts in this ver room that ou are in [ inter
viewing - that s where i t  happen and I was staying here . That was three years 

�. And so she s ays , "Now you give him that dime back and tell him to go by the 
s tore and bring you five cent s s alt and five cents washing powder . "  And when he 
went to the store and brought it to me - she sai d , ''When he come back you open 
the washing powder and was te it , and have him t o  pick it up . "  And I s ay ,  "Oh , 
Salvado r,  pick it  up for me whi le I go in the b athroom . "  And he picked it up for 
me . And she s ays , ' 'Now , anything you ask him for , he ' 11 give it to you . " And 
righ t now , any thing I ask Salvador for , he ' ll give it to me right now . 

(Do you s till go with h im? )  
I s till go with him . 
(And your grandmother worked the trick for you ? )  
My g randmother worked the tri ck for me . 

• 

ANOTHER HERMAPHRODITE 

WHEN YO ' DIG DIS [MOCK] GRAVE, YO ' DIG IT 
"IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER, DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST" 

WELL WHEN YO ' GIT THROUGH DIGGIN ' DIS GRA VE 
YO 'LL STAND AN ' PUT CHURE HAND DIS WAY [ DEMONSTRATES ] 

(UP IN THE AIR) 
YES, AT SUNRISE, AN ' NAME 'EM, AN ' DIS DOG WILL "DRAG" 

ANY DOG DAT CHEW CARRY [ WITH YOU] WILL "DRAG " 
(WHAT DO YOU MEAN "HE 'LL DRAG") 

HE 'LL GIT DOWN AN '  LAY ON HIS STOMACH AN ' "DRAG " 
TO DE HAID [OF THE GRAVE] DEN HE 'LL TURN ROUND 

AN ' HE 'LL "DRAG " BACK TO DE BACK [FOOT OF THE GRAVE] 
FLAT ON HIS STOMACH WIT ALL HIS LAIGS STRETCH RIGHT STRAIGHT OUT 

DAT BURIES A PERSON ALIVE • • • • 

FAYETTEVILLE , NORTH CAROLINA 
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[ I t  was believed by my contact man , who may have reported common opinion , 
that boy-giPZs were rather intelligent . At leas t my two were young . The New 
Orleans one I remember because the high-p it ched voi ce surpris ed me . He- she o f  
Fayetteville appeare d  to b e  more mas culine and more normal .  The material of 
the latter , informant 143 2 , is on cylinders Cl008-Cl012 : 6  = 2589-2593 . ]  

Yo ' kin t ake f ingahnails - de fir t from undah yore fingahnails . An '  yo ' 
fingahnails , t ake dem an ' parch ' em  on de s tove an '  put ' em in a pe rson ' s  food , 
an '  dat wi ll keep a man or woman d at ' s goin ' out wit anybody else , dat will hold 
' em  at home . 

An ' den yo ' kin t ake pee an '  if a man ' s runnin ' out wit a woman , yo ' kin take 
dat an '  put it in a b o t tle . Bo ' yo ' a hole in de s ide o f  a tree an '  put dat in 
dere , an ' dat wi ll stop ' em from bein ' wi t anybody but chew - wi t yo ' special . 

Yo ' kin take de devil ' s-shoes tring an '  two needles an ' take and tie yo re 
devil ' s-shoes tring round de needles , an '  stick de point o f  ' em down in de g round 
an '  bury ' em right undah a person ' s do ' step , an ' dat will make ' em  leave out de 
house . 

Den y o '  kin go to de graveyard where any s innah person dat chew know has died 
an '  undah de le ft - to de le ft , an ' git chew befo ' day , ab out twelve a ' clo ck or 
midnight rathah ,  an ' gi t chew a handfulla s and for nine mawnin ' s .  An '  af tah yo ' 
git de las t nine mawnin ' s  yo ' go dere , yo ' come b ack an '  git  a aig an '  take an ' 
put dat sand down in an aig [ how is explained later] an ' chunk it  ' cros s de 
hous e ,  "In de N ame of de Fathe r , Son an ' Ho ly Ghos t . "  An ' all dose peop le in 
dere , it doesn ' t  mattah who , when yo ' chunk it ' cross , name dem an ' dey ' ll die . 

( I t  will kill them . )  
Yas suh , kill ' em  - dat will really kill ' em . 
A woman to le me dat - leas t ah heard , rathah - dat yo ' kin take a kni fe an ' 

fo ' nails an ' cross ' em in de top of a pine t ree an ' yo ' kin hi tch anybody dat 
chew want to togethah - p in togethah any woman an '  man . Yo ' kin hitch ' em  
togethah . 

( Show me how they do that . )  
Dey ' l l t ake de knife an '  put i t  dis way . Well , dey ' ll t ake two nails an ' 

cros s [ demons trates ] .  
(Like they are making an "H" ? )  
Dat ' s  righ t .  Put one head dis way an '  one head o f  de nail dis way , an '  de 

o thah he ad dis way . Well , yo ' t ake de o thah nail an '  b ring it up dis way . See . 
An ' t ake an '  t ie it , an ' tie i t on a p ine tree , on de limb of a p ine tree on de 
no ' th side , an '  yo ' ll hitch a man an '  woman toge thah . 

(Well , don ' t  you s ay any thing or make any intention o f  any so r t ? ) 
Not den . Yo ' don ' t  think no intent ion den . Den when yo ' go at night , at mid

night , yo ' take an ' g it chew s ome s al t ,  t ab le s alt , an '  go dere an ' anoint ' em ,  
"In de Name o f  de Father , go tuh [ t ogether ? ] . "  See , an '  dat wil l  hook ' em up 
toge thah . But chew have tuh g i t  de table s al t  firs t . 

[ I  do not rememb�r another example of this rite . The Ho ly Trini ty has been 
asked to empower all s or ts of rites , b oth in hoodoo and Chris tianity , but surely • 
this one is unique . ]  

An '  den y�' kin take tab le s alt i f  a person come in yore house an '  yo ' don ' t 
want ' em dere . Yo ' kin take tab le s alt an '  as dey b e  goin ' out chure do ' - yo '  
kin t ake dat t ab le salt an '  throw it in dey back as dey goin ' out de do ' an '  
dey ' ll nevah p ut dere foot on yo ' do ' s tep nevah no mo ' .  

We ll , she kin t ake if she got a pair of his underweahs - cut a piece out right 
in de seat , right heah . 
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( In the cro tch ? )  
Yessuh . An '  take an '  anoint i t  wit some He a:I't 's Co logne an ' pin it o n  her .  
(Whe re does she pin it on her ? )  
P in i t  on her down heah ( the privates)  [ comment by trans criber]  an '  dat ' ll 

bring him b ack home . He ' ll shore come back .  
Yo ' kin take his socks an '  take an ' put some Heart 's Co logne on ' em ,  an ' take 

a piece dey wear next to dere skin , see ,  an ' tie toge thah an ' name i t . Tie de 
socks an ' de p iece from near dere skin - her skin - dat she wear next to her 
skin - tie dose two tog ethah . Tie dose two pieces togethah an '  tie it around her 
waist an ' let de tip-end of it hang down heah . 

(Between your le gs ? )  
Yes s uh , an '  dat will take all dere na�e fo r anothah person away . 
I f  a person is hurt , dey kin go down in de woods - dey have gotta go in de 

woods . I t ' s  he artleaf . Yo ' kin take dat an '  git de milk out o f  de heartleaf -
git  nine drops o f  i t  an ' take an ' put it  i n  anything . Yo '  kin take an ' rub yo ' 
self down wit i t  three times an '  dat ' ll  release yo ' .  Dat ' ll th� it baak [ on 
the person who cas t the spell ] . 

An '  den yo ' kin - if a person is poison wit any thing , wit a s corpion or a 
snake , dey kin go an ' git a John de Conker root an ' Adam-an ' -Eve an '  dey take 
an '  boil dat . P o ' a half gallon of watah in it  an '  boil it  down to a quart , an '  
take an ' b athe wi th it nine mawnin ' s an ' chunk i t  sunrise , an '  dat ' ll carry i t 
back - dat s corp ion or  snake , i t ' ll carry i t  back to de one dat it came from . 

(How do they bathe when they bathe ? )  
Dey j es ' b athe from dey haid down - from de haid to de feet , at midnight ,  an '  

as yo ' b athe yo ' s ay de 42nd Ps alm . An '  dat ' ll release i t  an '  carry it  back to 
de one dat it  came from - it ' ll come out . 

Den , if yo '  wanta person tuh love yo ' , yo ' kin take three drops of pee an ' put 
it in hot coffee or tea , anything ho t ,  an ' give it to ' em  three times a week , an ' 
dey ' ll love nobody else but chew . Yo ' ll ' tach ' em to  yo ' .  

Yo ' kin do dat wit a aig .  Yo ' kin t ake a aig an ' pluck a hole in each end , 
in de each end o f  it , an '  let de s tuf f run out of i t . Den yo ' kin g it chew some 
b lack peppah an ' some red peppah an ' yo ' put dat in dere , an '  yore name yo ' see . 
Yo ' p ut it [ filled egg ] in a gl ass o f  watah an ' sink it , see . An ' when yo ' s ink 
i t  yo ' be speakin ' o f  dese people dat chew wanta quarrel an '  go on . An ' j unk it 
' cros s  de house , an '  as yo ' thr ow i t  ' cross de house , name it  dese people . An '  
dey ' ll nevah git  ' long any mo ' .  I t  will break ' em  comp le tely up - fus s in ' an '  
quarrelin ' all de time . 

(You don ' t th row the glas s  acros s the house? ) 
No suh , de aig . 
(At home you put it  in the water? )  
Yessuh . Yo ' fix it up at home an '  den carry to dese peop le house and j unk i t  

' cross  de house a t  midnight .  
Yo ' kin t ake , i f yo '  wanta s t ay dere in yore house an ' yo ' got  anything - yo ' 

kin take sulphur every mawnin ' fo ' twelve mawnin ' s , an ' pee , wit i t  togeth� , an ' 
po ' i t  all de way round de hous e .  Den com� in de house an ' git  chew s ome red 
peppah , a pod , an ' take it an ' put it in de b o tt om  of yo ' shoe , an ' some sulphur , 
an '  dere cain ' t  nob ody unsot [ unseat ] yo ' .  

•I.f a person is hurt in dey feet or anyth ing , dey kin take an '  go to runnin '  
watah an ' take a th imb le an '  git  a thimblefulla wat ah fo ' nine mawnin ' s  out dere . 
Dey don ' t  us e it , dey j es '  take it  home an ' po ' i t  in a j ar or a bott le or any
thing lak dat , an ' at de end o f  dese nine mawnin ' s  dey ' ll take i t  t o  de grave
yard . 

(This j ar tha t has the water in i t ? )  
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Dat ' s  right . Take it  to de g raveyard fo ' de nine mawnin ' s  ' fore day , de las t 
mawnin ' , an ' po ' it righ t down at de haid of a pers on ' s  grave - a Chris tian 
person . An '  dat ' ll take all de pain in anything ah ' ve been did . 

(What do they name it ? )  
Dey name it , "Name of de Father , Name o f  de Son an '  o f  de Holy Spi ri t , deliver 

dis tuh where it came from • • • • " 
[Note s ays , "Page 16 mis s ing - may be in the text or in some bundle of  

sep arate subj ects . " ] 
Den if yo ' want a person tuh love yo '  an ' dey ' s  away , yo ' kin take dere pit

chure an ' carry i t  from yore hous e an' put dat dere pitchure - can ' t  do it wit 
nuthin but a tintype , has to take tintype p itchure , an ' put it in dat t ree an ' 
name it dat person , an ' dey ' ll love yo '  always until death , unlessen somebody 
gits dat pit chure . 

Den yo ' kin t ake a person ' s  pitchure an ' run ' em  crazy wit it . Yo ' take it 
an' b ring i t  tuh runnin ' wat ah ,  clear runnin ' wat ah , walk b ackwards an ' throw it 
' cross yore le f t  shoulder in dat watah an ' dat ' ll take ef fect to nobody goin ' an ' 
nobody comin ' b ack . Turn roun ' an ' go on b ack an ' as dat dere pitchure float ,  
dey ' ll float . Dey ' ll lose dere mind - dey ' ll go crazy . 

Dey go down dere to de fo ' ks of de road t o  break up peop le , an '  dey go dere 
fo ' de ninth mawnin ' an '  de ninth mawnin ' dey go dere an ' carry a black cat . An '  
when qey gi t down dere with dis black cat , dey ' ll have boilin ' watah , an '  dey 
take dis cat an '  chunk it down in dis b oilin ' watah . An ' wh enevah de b one - dere 
comes up two bones an ' when dese two bones come up , one will go tuh de right anr
one tuh de le f t .  We ll , de devil will be on one side an '  de pitchure of de Lord 
Go d on de othah one , an ' whichevah b one dey cus s , if dey don ' t  git  it , dey soul 
is sold to de devil ; if  dey does [ "git it" ] , dey done sold deyself to de devil -
bu t dey grab de bone , see . 

(Which b one do they g rab ? )  
De one go in ' tuh de left - dat ' s  de one dat yo ' do ' s  yo ' devi lment wit . An '  

dey ' ll grab de one goin ' t o  de lef t ,  an ' it ' s  go t three p rong s  t o  it . Dat ' s  at 
chure crossroad , dat yo ' kin do all yo ' devilment . 

Dey kin take a pers on ' s  foot track , de whole foot track ,  
(How d o  they g e t  i t  up? )  
With a shovel - something yo ' could git it  all . An '  yo ' take dat an ' throw it 

in runnin ' watah . Take dat foo t track an ' throw i t  in runnin ' watah an '  dey ' 11 
nevah stop walkin ' - dey ' 11 j es ' walk deyself to death . 

(Do they take ei the r track? ) 
Eithe r t rack . 
(Why do they throw it into running water? ) 
Becaus e  that trouble . 
Yo ' kin take two strands of hair out of  a p erson ' s  haid , right out de mole 

[mold]  an '  t ie it in a hard kno t an ' take an ' shet it up in a b o t tle an '  dat ' ll 
lo ck a person ' s  bowels - dey nevah have a passage , until dat hair is unt ied . 

(Where do they put this bottle ? )  
Dey take it  an '  put i t  anywhere into d e  lef t cornah of  d e  house . 
Yo ' kin take de b ow out o f  de b ack o f  a man ' s  hat an ' take an ' tie on dere 

left s ide , a woman can ,  or either a man kin do a woman ' s  de same .  Tie i t  on de 
le f t  side an � take an ' yo ' g it a bo ttle of Hearts Co logne an ' take an '  anoint i t  
fo ' twelve mawnin ' s with dat . An '  whenevah dey anoint it  fo ' twelve mawnin ' s ,  
den t ake i t  an ' wear it  on de right side fo ' twelve mawnin ' s .  An '  dat ' ll tie 
dis person [ to you ] . 

Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoes - de lef t shoe s . Take a person ' s  le ft shoe an '  
t ake i t  an '  carry i t  down to de edge of de creek an '  put i t  in wat ah an ' le t it 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork - 1693 

swe ll an '  take it back home an '  burn it . Have it crispy up an '  dat person will 
swell up an '  die . 

Whenevah yo ' burn a shoe it  gives h ard luck to anybody ,  because a shoe is a 
thing dat should nevah be burnt - it carries de fevahs . I t ' s  some thing in it 
dat carries some kind fevah of de body - o f  de feet , rathah . See , aftah yo ' 
wear a shoe so long an ' [ your feet sweat] it gives hard luck to burn a shoe . 

( Sort of fever o f  the body ,  you s ay ,  that is in the shoe ? )  
Dat ' s right . 
(You couldn ' t  g ive anybody hard lu ck by burning their shoe , though ? )  [This 

is probably a reaffirmation or conversation ques tion while changing cyl inder . I 
see no other purpose . ]  

Yessuh . Or any othah pe rson , yo ' could give them hard luck by burning dere 
shoe . 

Take a s tick an '  lay i t  ' cros s he r husban ' s  face an ' git  out  on de  right s ide 
of de bed an '  she kin go do anything she wanta - anything she don ' t wanta have 
him come to , long as she cover him up .  

It ' s  not but two things dat kin be done , an ' dat i f  a person kills a person 
an ' dey want a find who killed ' em ,  if dey ' l l have a crowd o f people an ' make de 
pers on go an ' put dere hand - all of ' em go up an ' put dere han ' s on him . Well ,  
whi chevah one put dere han '  on him dat killed him , he ' ll [ corpse will ) bleed at 
de mouth . 

Or eithah if  a person kills a person an '  dey falls on dey face , dey can ' t  go 
but twenty- fa ' hours befo ' dey will be back .  

Yo ' kin take an ' anoint chure fee t with spirits o f  turpentine an ' g o  through 
a mule s t able or a horse s t ab le an ' cross - it ' s  lak a dit ch an ' put chure right 
feet in it [ firs t?  for luck ] , he ' ll nevah ket ch yo ' .  

(Wh at do you mean cross the dit ch - where ? )  
Any place a lil ' small ditch dat ' s got runnin ' wat ah in i t .  
(You do this be fore you put the s tuff on or after ? ) 
Aft ah . Yo ' put de spirits of  turpentine on i t  an '  den yo ' goes right on 

through de mule stab le or de horse s tab le , or  any cow stable , an ' den yo ' cross  
dis wat ah , an' dey ' ll nevah ket ch yo ' . 

Yo ' t ake an ' dig a person ' s  grave ,  go out an ' dig [ the shape of ] a person ' s  
g rave an '  carry yo ' dog an ' let dis dog drag to de haid an ' back to de foo t , an ' 
dat will kill ' em .  

(Kill wh at? ) 
A person - anybody yo ' want to . Yo ' kin dig de grave an ' make a cross mark . 

Yo ' s  burying dat person alive - j es '  lak dey bur ' in '  dat person alive . S ee ,  be
cause dey won ' t las t long dere . Dey ' ll j es '  g o  away to nuthin but skin an ' bone . 

(About that dog . You go out an '  dig a hole as a grave . Then you drag this 
dog over it ? )  

No , dis dog will drag .  Yo ' carry de dog wit chew an ' he ' 1 1  dPat;J .  An '  when 
yo ' dig this grave yo ' dig it , "In de Name o f  de Father , de S on an '  de Holy 
Spirit . "  Well , when yo ' git through diggin ' dis grave ,  yo ' ll stand an ' put 
chure hand dis way [ demons trates ] .  

(Up in the air . )  
Yes , at sunris e , an ' name ' em ,  an ' dis dog will drgg . Any dog dat chew car!! 

[ t� re ]  will drgg. 
(What do you mean he ' z:L drgg ? ) 
He ' ll git down an ' lay on his s tomach an ' drag to de haid [ o f  the grave ] , den 

he ' ll turn round an ' he ' ll drgg b ack to de back [ foot of the grave ] - flat on his 
stomach wit all his laigs stretch r ight s traight out . Dat buries a person alive . 

(What does the dog do then? ) 
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He ' ll howl three times . An ' he ' s  he ' pin '  yo ' bury de person alive .  
{The dog goes b ack home wi th you? )  
Dat ' s  right - he won ' t leave yo ' .  
[ The preceding rite  though complicated is most interesting . The informant , as 

when digging a garden , sp ades up a small p iece o f  ground the size and shape o f a 
cof fin , then with a spade either makes a cross  mark at one end of the oblong for 
the tombstone , or with a sp ade draws through the loose soil the diagonal s  of the 
spaded p lot . Before the digging began is the mos t suitab le time for the Trini
tarian formula .  But even before this , the grave is named by intention , if not 
by actual name . Informant , having brought along a dog , neither tells nor forces 
him to drag . The dog ,  one of  the great foretellers of death - naturally knowing 
that someone is ab out to die and that this is the burial place - begins to enact 
appropriate omens . Here are some omens similar to the present ones - the former 
from FACI ,  2ed . , p . 676 . {14718) "Just before my husband died a s t rang e dog that 
had never been on the p lace before came and s cratch a hole under my front porch 
j us t  the shape of a cof fin . I run it  away . The next morning the dog was b ack 
again scratching in the same hole that I had covered up . I ran this  dog away 
and he came b ack the third morning digg ing in the hole j us t  like he was making 
room for a coffin . I t  was a omen , for my husb and died the las t  o f  the week . " 
{ 14719)  A dog that crawls on his belly [ [ informant calls this dr>agging ] .] and 
moans is measuring his master ' s  grave . { 14720) A dog that lies on the ground 
in front of you and s tretches himself is  measuring your grave . ( 14725)  "We have 
a black dog down on the corner o f  Ninth and Ches tnut [ [ Quincy , Illinois ] ] that 
will get on his back with all feet up in the air and roll every time someone died 
in the neighborhood .  We have had three deaths around here , and that dog has got 
on his back every time , all four feet up in the air , digging their graves . "  
Twenty-nine death omens from a howling dog are given , pp . 674-67 5 ;  a dog howling 
three times , 14693-14697 (p . 674) . ]  

Well , ah heard ' em  say dat yo ' kin use cat hair to tie a person up with 
anothah person - make ' em marry ' em .  

{How d o  they do that? ) 
Well , dey s ay dat yo ' kin take an '  git three s trands o f  cat hair f rom outa his 

back - back heah an '  at de end of his tail an ' yo ' kin take dat an ' cross it , an ' 
when yo '  cross it . 

{How do you mean you aros s  it ? )  
Well , yo ' cross  two p laits dis way an ' another p lait dis way , lak dis 

[ demons trate s ] . 
(Li.ke making an ' 'X" ? )  
Dat ' s  right . An '  den yo ' s tick a needle down right through de middle of  it 

lak dat undah de do ' step . An ' yo ' could tie any man or woman up to b e  married . 
If yo ' want a j ob , yo ' kin g o  g it chew some devil ' s-shoest ring , an '  come back 

home an '  g it chew a t ab lespoon an '  s ome whi te cot ton , an ' yo ' put enough o f  salt 
in de midnle of this  cotton , an ' when yo ' go to dis man , yo ' goes nine mawnin ' s ,  
but every mawnin ' yo ' go , yo ' have tuh hold it  in yore han ' [while you] name de 
j ob .  Whenevah yo ' fi:r: i t , when yo ' first fix it , yo '  name it a j ob ,  but yo ' has 
tuh git two kinds of roots yo ' see . Yo ' have tuh git  de Adam-an ' -Eve root an ' de 
devil ' s-shoes tring , an '  yo '  git dis lump of  t able s alt - don ' t  git it  loose , g it 
a hard lump-, an '  some white cotton , an ' take an '  put it  right anywhere wit dis 
cotton an ' de name of de j ob . Goes nine mawnin ' s  an '  in de ninth mawnin ' yo ' go , 
yo ' take an ' git down on yore knees an '  say de Lord ' s  Prayer at de ninth mawnin ' . 
Den yo ' git up an ' go . Don ' t  speak to nobody befo ' yo ' git dere an '  aft ah yo ' 
git dere , because if yo ' speak to a person befo ' yo ' git  dere , dat cuts yore luck 
off . An '  after yo '  git  dere , yo ' name i t  a j ob an '  den ask fo ' a j ob ,  an '  he 
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can ' t deny yo ' .  
Well , i f  yo ' want a keep a j ob ,  yo ' t ake whatevah yo ' feed yore peop le , o r  i f  

yo '  cookin ' o r  anyth ing , yo ' t ake - ah don ' t car e  wh u t  yo ' working with , yo ' 
t ake an '  drag it th rough yo re laig s for twelve mawnin ' s .  Every mawnin ' yo ' drag 
this - yo ' drag whatevah yo ' doin ' - i f  yo ' de carpenter o r  anything , i f yo ' 
cookin ' ,  take a p la te an '  d rag i t  through yore laig s de twelve mawnin ' s - j e s ' 
de once , an '  le t ' s  a drop o f  pee drap on it . An '  de twelf th mawnin ' yo ' take 
dat plate , or wh at s omevah it is if dey set de tab le , an ' t ake - don ' t  put no 
fo ' k  like it supposed tub be . L ay it dis way wi t de end of it dis way . 

(Here ' s  the plate . I ' m s i t t ing at the tab le like thi s now . Here ' s  the plate . 
Now ,  whe re woul d you put the fork? ) 

Yo ' put de fo ' k  up heah [ demons t rates ] .  
(You put the fork at the head o f  the p late . The fork is ho ri zontal acros s the 

p late . )  
Dat ' s  right . An '  yo ' ll hold any j ob .  
(That holds a j ob in the house or o ut s i de . )  

Yes s uh , a carpenter kin do i t .  
De only thing t o  b ring in trade i f  yo ' sellin ' liquo r  o r  any thing , yo ' have 

tuh pee in yo re whiskey an ' s e t  i t  up to ' em dat way . An '  dat ' ll b ring in al l  
yore t rade . [ For the same rite , see p . 739 , 2708-2 710 . ]  

Yo ' kin take three pennies an '  make a hole in dese pennies an ' hang ' em up 
ovah de do ' ,  an ' when hangin ' ' em up ovah de do ' don ' t let anybody s ee yo ' ; � 
either nai l  i t  down in de facin ' of de do ' down dere , bu t yo ' have tuh put ' em  
all right in de cent e r . An '  yo ' s ay ,  "In de Name o f  de Father , Son an ' Holy 
Sp irit , come not ovah , "  an ' dat ' ll keep de law away . [ Fo r  p enny at the door , 
see MONEY - PENNY, pp . 611-614 . ]  

Yo ' kin take an ' git chew some sulphur an '  s ome red peppah an ' gi t chew a 
p ie ce of John de Conker root , an '  y o ' makes yo ' a b ag an '  put dis peppah an '  dis 
sulphur in it [making a hand] . Yo ' takes dis John de Conker root an '  yo ' chew 
i t  when yo ' g o  befo ' d e  j udge - yo ' chew i t .  We l l , when yo ' chew it swallow de 
f ir s t  j ui ce ;  de s e cond spit it out on de flo ' , i f  yo ' goin ' up befo ' de j udg e , 
an '  he won 1 t do anything to yo ' . 

(What did you do with the sulphur ? )  
Yo ' t ake de sulphur an '  de p epp ah an ' sew i t  up in a sack an ' when yo ' sew it 

up in a s ack , p in it on yo ' right up heah . 
(Right the re unde r your ne ck . Right on the b reas t ? ) 

That ' s  righ t .  
Yo ' use de key an '  de B ible t uh  tell fortunes - t o  find out where i f  a pers on 

s tole any thing from yo ' , yo ' kin find out where i t  is . Co ' se ah know - ah ' ve 
heard dat i t ' s  de 2 3rd P s alm in de Bib le dat chew put de key in , an ' whenevah di s 
key will turn de third time dat chew kin - it will reveal to yo ' who dat person 
is dat stole dis , or anything dat chew wanta know ab out it . Dat key an '  Bib le .  

(What h appens t o  the B ib le? ) [ Her rite i s  incomp lete . ] 
Well , ah cain ' t tell yo ' ' b out whut happens to de B ib le .  
Since ah ' ve come up ' [while g rowing up ] ah ' ve heard dat wheresomevah a whirl

wind s tarts , i f  it s t arts in front of yore hous e , it will b e  a fight ; an '  i f  it 
goes towards runnin ' watah , i t  wi ll b e  a s torm ; an '  i f  it comes in de hous e , i t  
wi11 b e  de ath in de family .  

--

He ' ll ride yo ' but yo ' kin ket ch him . G i t  chew ab out a quart o f  f laxs eed an '  
put ' em undah a s i ft e r  down ' s ide yore bed , an '  when he come in , yo ' ll see him 
when he comes in , yo ' s ay ,  '�ame o f  de Fathe r , of de Son , an '  de Holy Sp iri t , ah 
ke tch dis . "  An '  it wi ll t ake up un til mawnin ' to pick that quart o f  mus t ard 
see ds up - flaxseed . I t  wi ll [ t ake] him un til mawnin ' tuh p ick ' em up . An '  when 
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yo ' pick him up - when yo ' gi t ' im ,  it ' s  a bug ,  b ecaus e de human people dey turns 
tuh a bug when yo ' ket ch ' em . An '  yo ' take an ' shet him up in a b ottle an ' keep 
it , an '  as long as yo ' keep him stopped up , he won ' t  ride yo ' any mo ' , les sen yo ' 
loan him s ome thin ' out de house . If  dey borrow a mat ch or s alt ,  or sugah or any
think lak dat out de house , dat ' s  unloosen ' em .  As long as yo ' don ' t  give ' em 
anything out de house ,  yo ' got  ' em .  

S ay dat yo ' kin take a dirt dauber ' s  nes t an '  carry i t - take an '  beat i t  up 
in a powder an ' take an ' put it in de right co rnah of de hous e . 

(Whi ch is the righ t corner of the house ? )  
Wel l ,  ah would say dis corner . Either way dat chure settin ' ah suppose is de 

right cornah , as fur as ah know . Dis would be  de left  and dat would be de right . 
Put it in de right cornah of de house between two bo ' ds ,  an '  dat will do any kind 
of devi lment to a person - j es ' say , i f  yo ' want tuh swell ' em up or kill ' em  or 
throw ' em in some kind of  spells . Dat ' s  de way ah heard it . 

Ah heard of ' em us in ' a bird aig - a mo ckin ' bird aig . A woman kin t ake an ' 
eat a mockin ' bird aig to keep her from havin ' any mo ' children . 

(How would she do th at? ) 
She take an ' eat ' em ,  dat ' s  all . She take two aigs  - she cain ' t eat but two . 
(Why? ) 
Ah don ' t  know why but she cain ' t  eat but two , an ' dat ' ll keep her from havin ' 

any mo ' children . 
(Raw or cooke d ? )  
Raw . 
Well , yo ' kin t ake de hoo fs from a hog an '  s al tp eter an ' yo ' kin cure any kind 

of ordinary , yo '  know , b ad diseases , if i t  ain ' t  too b ad .  Dat ' s  de only thing 
ah ' ve heard about dat . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Well , yo ' take yo ' saltpe ter an '  yo ' take yore hoof an ' yo ' parch i t  an ' yo ' 

take an ' yo ' beat it  up lak powde r .  Den yo '  take an ' powder yore saltpeter an ' 
yo ' make yo ' a tube - yo ' see , a tube - an ' yo ' b lows it  through dat tube , de 
saltpe ter an ' de hog hoof . 

(Blow it where through the tube ? )  
Wherevah dey wants tuh blow i t . 
(You mean on them? ) 
Dat ' s right . 
(You mean a venera! disease ? )  
Dat ' s righ t .  
Dey kin s crape a cow horn an ' g i t  chew some dragon ' s  b lood an ' de dus t of  a 

cow horn an ' work tricks with i t .  
( In what way ? ) 
Well , if yo ' wanta - i f  yo ' goin ' to a game somethin ' lak gamb lin ' , or any 

kinda game dat chew do , yo ' kin t ake dat an '  work yore tri cks with i t . 
(This person who j us t  finished t alking . Edward b rought this person in . He 

s aid he was bringing ano ther girZ-boy . It was dres sed like a man . )  [ "This  
person" and "it"  sound impersonal , but  informant having said nothing ab out him
her- self I am emphasi zing informan t ' s  identity . ]  

• 
STORY TELLER AND ACTOR 

AH MEANS FO ' YO ' TUH GO DOWN 
AH MEAN DOWN - DOWN IN DE GROUND 

NOT ONE - NOT TWO FEET - NOT THREE FEET 
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NOT FOUR FEET - NOT FIVE FEET 
BUT SIX FEET 

All WANT CHEW TVH LEA VE JES ' LAX A FIAH BEHIN ' YO ' 
AN '  AH WANT HELL TUH FOLLAH YO ' 

SUMTER , SOUTH CAROLINA 

169 7 

[The woman threatened in the title soon looked like a "s traw s tanding up in 
a maypop 11 - then finally "j es ' dry up from de ear th an ' die . 1 1  The s tyle is the 
woman here . Her separate words and express ive imagery you can read , b ut her 
improvised acting illustrating them you cannot see . Imagine her spreading hands 
apar t - "No t  one - no t two fee t • • •  but s ix feet . "  As I remark in my concluding 
comment after he r dep arture , only a motion picture "t alkie , "  could have done her 
jus tice - implying though not s tating ,  unknown to her like my re cording , and 
wi thout a "movie " director . I le t her ramb le .  The materi al o f  this informant 
1 3 5 2 , is on cyl inde rs C765 : 4-C781 : 2  = 234 6- 2 36 2 . ]  

People could take i t  an ' wear i t  in dere shoe - put it  undah de first sole , 
dat p apah sole an ' wear it  in dere . Dey say dat ' s  supposed if  a man yo ' goin ' 
wit , or yore husb and goin ' wit ano thah woman an ' yo ' take dat hair an '  put i t  
in yore shoe undah dat p apah sole an ' wear it fo ' about nine days , he begin tub 
comin ' b ack to his normal sense-lak yo ' know .  Den h e  s tar t comin ' b ack home an ' 
lovin ' his wi fe an '  he ' ll continue tuh stayin ' home wit her al togethah , an '  den 
s t ay away from whut he ' s  doin ' outside . 

An '  den ah ' ve known girls dat did i t . Ah 've seen ' em  did i t  - have take dere 
so cks , j es '  lak if yo ' ve worn it a whole week an '  let it be dirty an '  dere ' s  
swea t in it , dey take de so cks an '  bury it undah de b ack s teps . Well , dey s ay 
dey take dat to make a man min ' come home an ' spend his money he make mos t in 
his home . 

An '  ah ' ve known peop le tuh take a pe rs on track - j es '  lak if  a woman husb an '  
goin ' wit a woman an '  she want him tub bust up , why she t ake de t rack , de man 
track back dis way an ' den take de woman track an ' draw it back from . 

(Wai t !  Which way does she draw the man ' s  track? ) 
Draws de man track back to his lef t- like , an ' take de woman track an '  draw i t  

right - see , dat divi din ' de two min ' s . 
( She t akes the man ' s  lef t  foot track and draws i t  from the heel to the toe or 

the toe to the heel? ) 
F rom de toe to de heel . 
Den take de woman ' s  le f t  track an ' draw i t  from de toe b ack to her heel , but 

yo ' doesn ' t  draw ' em  all de same dire ction . See , yo ' sep aratin ' de two min ' s .  
Den yo ' t ake dat t rack ,  de man ' s  track , an ' yo ' put his track in a piece of 
p apah . Den yo ' take red peppah an '  salt  an ' yo ' put on top of dat track . Den 
yo ' put de woman ' s  track on top of hi s track an '  yo ' put de same thing , an '  den 
yo ' take it an '  yo ' go to a railroad crossin ' .  Jes ' lak if  a railroad cros sin ' 
hawe a road cros s it , an ' cows goin ' cross i t , well , dat ' s a fork [ cros s ro ad ] , 
yo ' see . An '  yo ' t ake dat t rack an ' yo ' go right on , an '  when yo '  git dose 
tracks yo ' git 'em while dey ho t , an '  yo ' go right on an '  yo ' put it right in 
de fo ' k  of dat road , an '  yo ' put a lo tta t rash on it  an ' burn it up . An '  yo ' 
talk to i t , an ' it ' s  a f ew  words yo ' have tuh s ay but some of  ' em  are not good 
words . Now , j es '  lak i f yo '  goin ' t alk to dis person , yo ' s ay - ah ' d j es ' call 
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some names , lak ah s aid , "Joe , ah meant fo ' yo '  an ' Mary tuh bus t up to hell . 
Yo ' g oes eas t  an ' she goes wes t ,  nevah tuh bothah one anothah any mo ' .  Ah mean , 
damn it , fo ' yo ' all tuh bus t up an ' fight an ' raise hell in de side of nine 
days . "  

An '  aftah dem nine days ovah , dey ' ll bus t  up an ' f ight an '  evah ' body will see 
' em fightin ' an '  want know whut ' s  i t  all ab out . Nobody know but de one person 
who did dat . An '  evah time - de first time de train run across de t rack aftah 
it burn , dat ' ll git  evil in each one mind towards de othah one . De second [ time] 
it  run it g it evil in one ' s  mind an '  so it keep on till it git to de eighth an '  
de ninth , dey can ' t  go to less den f ightin ' . An '  when de ' fought den dey bus tses 
up - it ' s  done finished . 

(You put this s tuf f down on the railroad track where a road cross es the rail
road - like a railroad crossing ? )  

Yes sir , dey calls dat a fo ' k - yo ' know whut ah mean .  Yo ' see , de train go 
' cross  i t . Yo ' put it right in dat fo ' k  an ' yo ' take a li ttle trash along wit 
chew to be guarantee dat dose  [ foot ]  tracks will burn .  See . 

Aftah yo ' take dose tracks up an '  go tuh burn ' em  - drawin ' ' em  one from 
anothah lak dat - an '  go to burnin ' ' em ,  don ' t chew look b ack if de worl ' s  on 
fire . An '  yo ' g o  t uh  burnin ' ' em  an ' yo '  go j es '  as fas t as yo ' kin go - walk 
j es ' lak yo ' goin ' to a burnin ' dotun .  An ' aftah yo ' burn it an '  talk to i t , den 
yo 1 leave - go on lak yo ' goin ' from a bu�in ' down an '  don ' t  care whatevah hap
pen behin ' yo ' ,  don ' t care whut goin ' on , don ' t  chew look b ack until yo ' walk up 
into yore do ' an '  go inside de house an '  slam de do ' ,  an ' go through de hous e an '  
den come b ack out . An '  dat make i t  work , but if  yo ' look b ack den yore work -
yo ' have j es '  as well not done it , it ' ll fail . 

Do it de angry way - yo ' j es '  go tta be mad ,  so mad until yo ' can ' t  give yo ' 
self a good word lessen nobody ' s  else . See . An '  yo ' gotta do i t  - j es '  lak if 
de devil come an '  approach yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  as willin ' tuh j ump him as [ anyone 
else ] . 

Mah mothah did once . Ah knew dis - ah wus a kid but ah had sense enough tuh 
know it . Mah mothah - we wus raised out de country yo '  know . An ' mah mo thah an ' 
fathah , dey wus great farmers . An '  dere wus a man by de name of Mr . As a Wiggum , 
he · tole a false [ archaic word for falsehood]  on mah mothah tuh mah fathah - some
thin ' about de f armin ' yo ' know . He went away to do some shoppin ' up heah [ in 
Sumte r ]  an '  he told  mama how tuh run de farm until he came b ack. 

Well , Mr . Asa , de nex ' day af tah p apa come back - plowin ' on ends o f  de row , 
dey talk when dey mee t out tuh each end of de fiel ' , each one of ' em ,  dey ' d  talk 
tuh one ano thah . So he tole a faZse on my mothah , an ' made mah fathah an '  moth
ah ,  fout ' ,  an ' aftah dey fout ' , den mama cried an '  s aid , "Ah don ' t  think yo ' 
treat me -right , Kane - tuh did me lak dat fo ' nuthin . " Den he up an '  tole where 
he git dis s tuf f tuh make mama know dat he didn ' t  say dat fo ' nuthin yo '  know . 

An '  aft ah dat ovah , mama s ay ,  "Well , ah ' ll git him . " 
So mama took me one day an ' she went ovah ' cross dere an ' she called Mis ter 

Asa an' talked to ' em lak dere wus nuthin to it . An '  den she jerked his track . 
She didn ' t take anyone ' s  track but his . An '  she took it  an '  she went tuh de 
railroad - she took de le f t , she j erk it  no ' thways [ northways ] , s ee .  No , she 
j erk it from his hee l ,  from de heel ' cause she wanted him tuh go . She wanted him • 
tuh go no ' th - she wanted him tuh leave heah . An '  she took dat track an ' she 
carried it wit red peppah an '  s alt , an '  she took it an ' went tuh de railraod an '  
she burn it , an '  she s aid , "Asa Wiggum , ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh leave heah an ' b e  
gone inside of three days , an '  ah want chew tuh leave j es ' lak a fiah behin ' yo ' ,  
an ' ah want hell tuh follah yo ' • " An '  as God is  mah sacred j udge , in three day ' s  
time he done rlde dat train . Ah ' m  not j okin ' to yo ' - dat ' s de truth .  
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( She jus t  put that anywhere on the railroad track? She didn ' t  put it on the 
road crossing the railroad track , j ust put i t on the s teel p art of the tr ack and 
burned it ? )  

An '  burn it , an '  he wus gone ins ide o f  three days . An ' we all as t mama , ah 
s ay ,  ' 'Mama , ah didn ' t  know Mis tah Asa wus goin ' l!/Nay . "  

Ah hada fren ' of mine las t ye ah - dis past yeah . Ah think it wus in July or 
Augus t she came . Ah met her ab out two months befo ' dis wus happen . She came 
down heah tub see her husb an '  • Her husb an '  wus workin ' highway work an '  he wus 
in Union , S .  Car . , an '  dey transfah him heah in Sumter . 

An 1 she wus a country girl - she nevah know anything but j e s ' raise a family 
yo ' know in de country , an ' she didn ' t  know nuthin ' b out goin ' out or havin ' no 
pleasure or nuthin lak dat . She didn ' t  know nuthin ' bout dat . 

So when she came down heah - ' er he came down heah , s ays he goin ' s end ' er 
some money de minute he leave - yo ' know , soon as he g i t  s ome money made . Well , 
he wus he ah three long months when he hadn ' t  sent ' er one penny , an '  she had s ix 
head of children an ' dey all of ' em wus undah age - couldn ' t  work tuh help her 
one b i t  an '  she couldn ' t  g it out tub do any thing . So  she came down heah tub s ee 
whut it ' s  all ab out an ' when she came he had no money , an ' he ' d  done go t tou Ched 
wit a girl up he ah he called Rit a  - on dis avenue went to Cathay , an ' she wus 
gi ttin ' evah penny he made . So she got burdened down an '  she wus cryin ' an ' 
goin ' on - she wus livin ' wit me - she act j es '  lak she wus goin ' crazy . 

So ah telled sev ' ral peop le ' bout her condition . 
So ah run up on a girl dey call Sue - ah know yo ' don ' [ know her ] - it dat 

j es '  de girl ah know , yo ' unders t and . An '  ah exp lained dis tuh her , an '  she 
say , "Cornella , ah knows s ome place she kin go an ' stop dat . "  

Ah say , ''Where is it ? "  
She say ,  "In Florence . "  
Ah s ay , "Well , who ' s  de peop le ? "  
S ay ,  "Dey call de lady , Mi z Winfiel ' • " 
Ah say , "Miz Winfiel ' ?"  
S ay ,  "Yeah . "  
Ah s ays ,  "Well , ah wouldn ' t  know how tuh fin ' ' er . " 
She say ,  "Well , if yo ' git s aneone tuh go wit yo ' ,  ah ' ll g o  wit yo ' an '  show 

yo ' de way . "  
So we went ovah dere an '  we got a man tuh take us dey call P age - he wus a 

taximan up heah on de line . So he took us ovah dere fo ' fo ' h  do llahs - in f ac '  
dat wus cheap . An '  ah asked her did she wanta pay i t . She s ay ,  she didn ' t  care 
if it wus ten , she ' d  go - anything tuh git her husband s traight , she would go , 
cuz she wus ' bout crazy an '  worried tuh death . An '  he wus almos t  crazy . He done 
de cided tuh turn her loose - tole her she ' d  have tub go b ack ,  dat she wusn ' t  
goin ' git no place he ah .  Well , ah let her st ay wi t me fo ' nuthin - j es '  on de 
s akes dat she g i t  him s traight . 

S o  we went ovah dere one hot summah day , an '  we got ovah dere . We had a 
litt le troub le findin ' de house but we find i t  af tah all . An '  it ' s  out - yo ' 
know , a hous e back ou t on de b ack edge of town in 'mongs t  a lo tta ceme teries . 
An '  we went dere an ' she exp lained her trouble to di s man . 

[ We have changed from a woman to a man , b ut the reason is explained . ]  
• (A colored man ? )  

Yes suh , a colored s lim tall man - almos ' gray all ovah . 
(Did he have a bun ch  of hair up - a lit t le bun ch of hair up on top of his 

head?)  
Cer ' inly do . Jes ' one lit t le bunch - it looks funny . 
[ Don ' t  tell me I had interviewed this man a week or so ago when I had worked 
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in Florence . ] 
(What did y ou s ay his name was ? )  
De l ady name i s  Winf iel ' .  An ' de man name - he g ive us his n ame , Robert 

G reen . 
[ Here is a man and woman comb ination ; the name s may no t  be re al - cf. WE ARE 

TWO , p .  302 . ]  
So she tole him dose two name s . She g ives him 

he wrote dos e two names on a piece p ap ah j es ' lak 
Barry ' s up dere an '  Rit a  down dere . Den he wro te 
lak dat . 

Barry Wright , Rita Bal let , an '  
ah wri te dis n ame heah - wro te 
s omep in all de way cros t  dat , 

[ She demons trates - has been demons trating eve ry pos s ible thing . ]  
(Whose n ame did he wri te down firs t ? )  
B arry - B arry Wright . N o  it ' s  de man . Den he wri te Ri t a .  
( Unde rneath . )  
Yes suh .  
(Then he turned that around and wrote things acro s s  the names , making the form 

of a cros s . )  
Yessuh ,  words dat he wanted her tub s ay tub bus t he an ' her up - di ff ' rent 

thing s she ' d  tell him , yo ' know , an ' he j es '  wro te dat ' cross dere . 
Den he tole - as t her did sh e had any pennies . She tole him she didn ' t  h ad 

but a few but she might g i t  s ome chang e . So he sent a boy tub de s to ' an ' g i t  
a quarte r  o f  ch ange . An '  he tole her he want thirteen pennies - he d.idn ' t w an t  
no o thah money b u t  h e  want pennies . 

An '  den he tole her , s aid , "Ah want take y o ' o f f  a piece . "  
Well , she wus a g irl from de country an '  she wus af raid to g o  anywhere wi th 

him , y o ' know . She think he migh t wanta do otherwi se - yo ' know she though t 
s omepin else , yo ' know . 

So she said , "Ah want chew tub g o , Comell a . " 
Well ,  ah went with he r .  An ' we wen t down dere an '  he g o t  tub de g rave an '  he 

make her bow right down lak dat b ehin ' de headb o ' d  - an '  she righ t  dere . 
(Wait ! How here ' s  the grave . )  

Yessuh , j e s ' lak dis wus de g rave . 
( That ' s  the grave - here ' s the head and here ' s the fo o t . This is the head 

right here . Now , whe re did she s t and ? )  
She s tood right a t  d e  head an ' she bowed down . 
(And where did he s t and ? )  
He st ood rig h t  b es ide her a t  de head but h e  wusn ' t  righ t a t  de headbo ' d  ' cause 

she wus goin ' to de de talkin ' .  
An ' she g o  down dere then - he tole her - well , ah can ' t rememb ah a lo tta 

thing s he t o le her , but he tole her , s aid , "Now , ah wan t  chew tuh fo llow righ t 
behin ' j es '  whut ah say . "  

An '  she s ay ,  "All righ t . " 
An ' he say , "Livin ' , kind spirit 

woman - Barry Wright , Rit a  Baller -
from Rit a as east is from de wes t . 
from de wes t . " 

of de de ad , ah wan t chew tub take dis man an ' 
an '  ah want chew tub cas t B arry j es '  as fur 
Cas t Rita j es ' as fur from Barry as eas t is 

An '  then he s ai d  o thah thing s . He s aid ' em so fas t  ah couldn ' t ketch up whut 
he wus sayi�' , an ' he to le he r to say ' em right b ehin ' ' im .  An '  then he prayed 
he had a prayer . An '  after he had a prayer , then he t ole her , s aid , "Bury those 
two names right at de he ad of dat g r ave . "  See . An '  after she buried dose two 
names , den he take de thirteen cents an '  s ay ,  "Kind , livin ' sp iri t o f  de daid , 
ah 'm p ayin ' yo ' de sum of thir teen cents . Ah want chew tub take thi s thirteen 
cent s fo '  dis dirt ah 'm gi ttin ' from yo ' - ah 'm payin ' yo '  dis - an '  to do dis 
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work . Inside of  three days ah wants Barry an '  Ri ta mind tuh be separated an '  in 
nine days ah want ' em  tuh be bus ted up . "  An '  den she buried dem thirteen cents .  

An '  after she buried de thirteen cents , den he took her an ' went on back home , 
an ' to le he r  t o  s tep ' cross de cemetery lak dis (demonstrating ) [ comment by my 
trans criber who can he ar her walking about ] .  An '  tole her tuh pi ck up three 
han ' fuls of gra:veya:r>d di-rt. 

[ I  now des cribe the demons trating . ]  
(Wait a minute ! She made three steps , then she made three s teps across that , 

and then right in the center like in the center o f  a cross , she picked up three 
handfuls of dir t . )  

[ By walking she made a cros s on the grave ; the center o f  the cross  being the 
center of the grave . ]  

Three handfuls of  grcweyard dirt. An '  den she took those graveyard dirt 
[handfuls ]  an '  put it in a piece of p apah an ' den he came to de house dere an '  
give her .  

(She had the graveya:r>d dirt from the grave - had i t  from where she s tepped , )  
Yes suh . An '  he give her red peppah , sulphur an '  black peppah an ' s alt , an '  

he tole her tuh take dat dirt an ' dose things . An '  he mixed ' em  up an '  he tole 
her tuh take dat dir t  an '  carry it home , an ' when she git up in de mawnin ' don ' 
speak - don ' say nuthin to nobody befo ' she take one drink o f  watah . Befo ' she 
open her mouth tuh s ay anything to anybo dy , she g i t  up an ' go an '  make a b ig 
f ire - ah mean a b ig fire , don ' j es ' no little somepin yo� know . An '  she make 
a big ole fire an '  j es ' take j es '  some of dat dirt , lak she could take up in her 
han ' , lak dat , an '  throw in de f ire , says , "Ri ta , ah 'm humin ' yo ' an ' Barry up . 
Ah mean fo ' yo ' all tuh bust up , fout ' an '  raise hell an ' hell , an '  have nuthin 
mo ' tuh do wit one anothah . " An '  yo ' do dat fo ' nine days . An '  af tah de nine 
days ovah , den he tole her tuh take some peppah - black peppah an ' salt an '  take 
it an '  go all roun ' in her room af tah she clean up , an ' sweep , an ' throw it all 
round in her room an ' talk to it , say , "Dis is tuh bring kindness an '  love an ' 
peace an ' j oy an ' pleasure , an ' mah husban ' b ack tuh me . "  She s aid dat ev ' ry  
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  wit dat b lack peppah an '  salt . An ' den aftah yo ' do 
dat , den he tole her to take his hair an '  wear it  in de sole o f  her shoe right 
in de ins tep . She goin ' tuh make a ins tep wit her sweat - git on dat hair yo ' 
know , an ' de mo ' her sweat git on de hair an '  wet i t , p ack i t  down , dat g i t  him 
down undah her feet an '  she kin control him .  An '  aftah dat he tole her tuh buy 
a box of  salt an '  take de box of s alt an '  open it an '  don ' take a drop out of it 
befo ' she do whut he tells her tuh do . See . Gi t a piece of  papah an' put some 
in de p ap ah , an ' when he g it up tuh go out to work in de mawnin ' , she git up 
every mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  take a lit tle bit of dat s alt an ' drop i t  
dere ,  come b ack in , say ,  "Barry , ah ask yo ' tuh come b ack here , be  kind an '  j es '  
as lovin ' as yo ' evah has been , an '  be mah husband , aside of  nobody else , an '  do 
whut ah say an ' spend all yore money in de home . " [ She demons trates . ]  

(Now she drops  that s al t  behind him as he leaves , then she covers it over with 
her foo t - s crapes it over with her foo t . )  

So  ' fore de dew dries ' em down , s o  the dew will melt that sal t .  An '  when dat 
me lts his mind , an '  he come down so kind an ' e asy an ' pleasant dat he wouldn ' t  be 
de s ame man - nine mawnin '  , nine track an ' nine mawnin ' .  An' aftah de nine mawn
iner up an 1 she do all dis work , den dis woman an '  her husband will be busted , an '  
he ' ll be back in de home almos t j es 1 as he once have b een . 

An '  den ah know one lady - a woman bust her an 1 her husban ' up , took her 
husban '  from her an ' dey wus livin ' together j es '  lak de woman an ' her husban '  
wus . An '  i t wus a man in Beaufort an ' dey s aid dey had tub git him by mai l ,  � 
know .  J es ' lak i f  yo ' want him tub do s ome work , yo ' send him a special de livezry 
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ticke t. An '  ah think it wus two dollahs an '  s ame thin ' fo ' de t i cket . She got 
de ticke t f rom de train down heah tuh de Union Stat ion , de train , den sign his 
name on de ti cket . Ah dis rememb ah whut hi s �ame wus - wus a b ig ole tall dark 
skinned man , he avy bui lt wi t pretty gold teeth - ah cain ' t think o f his name . 

(Was his n ame Buz z ard? Jones ? )  
Ah cain ' t  th ink o f  it , but anyhow ah know him if ah evah seen him again . An ' 

she sent dat ticke t an '  ins ide of 24 hours after she sent de t i cket he wus heah . 
So she s ent de ti cket an '  he came . An '  he has a room ovah heah on Bartle t t  
S t reet , an ' she went ovah t o  him an '  she went in dere an '  t alked to him , an ' 
she t ole him how dis woman bus t her an ' h er husban ' up . An '  he tole her tuh 
bring him three fresh aigs dat de hens j es ' had laid . So she s aid she didn ' t  
know where she wus goin ' gi t those three fre sh aigs from , but she wus goin ' t ry 
tuh git ' em i f  she could yo ' know . 

So she went s omewhe re an ' she happen upon a lady dat wus rais in ' chi ckens . 
She got three fresh aigs an '  she brought those three daigs to him an ' he s it down 
an '  wrote dat woman ' s  name in dos e  aigs an ' dat man ' s  name acros s all ovah dat 
aig - dat i t  didn ' t  look like nuthin but a black somethin ' ,  it didn ' t  look lak a 
aig , Den he take an ' he wri te dat on anothah aig - he wrote de s ame thing . An '  
h e  tole her h e  wanted her - asked her could she g i t  t o  d i s  man hous e . She tole 
him , "Yeah . " 

So he wrote dose three aig s  an ' he told her tuh t ake dose three aigs , one at 
a time , an ' go j es ' about de hour of eight a ' clo ck ev ' ry night an '  go an ' s t an ' 
oppos ite of dat house - j es '  lak dis is de front o f  de hous e , j e s ' about de 
dis tance yo ' think yo ' could throw it chew know . An '  yo ' take dat aig an '  stan ' 
up an '  yo '  j e s ' call a pe rson name - yore husb an ' s  name an ' her ' s  name , an '  s ays , 
"Ah 'm throwin ' tuh bus t  yo ' all up tuh hell , fight an '  raise hell an '  s ep arate 
an '  have nuthin no mo ' t uh do wi t one anothah . Ah me an permanen tly bus t up . "  
Or somepin lak dat . "An ' when yo ' throw dat aig , "  he s ay ,  "let it bus t - j e s ' 
splatter all ovah de do ' of dat hous e .  An '  den de next night yo ' go b ack an '  yo '  
do de s ame thing . De next night yo ' go back an ' do de same thing . "  An '  den when 
yo ' done dat , den he ' ll ask yo ' kin yo '  git aroun ' de house , an ' y o ' tell him 
well , i f  y o '  can . 

An '  if yo ' kin g i t  aroun ' de house , yo ' tell him yeah or no . Well , she could 
git to de house because it wus [ a  goodt ime? ] hous e an ' a lotta peop le roun ' dere , 
an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  know one person from anothah in de nigh t .  So she tole him , "Yes 
ah kin git to de house . "  

He s ays , "Well , ah 'm goin ' g ive yo ' s ome thin ' tuh go dere an '  throw on t op o f  
d a t  house an ' talk to it , "  

So he t ole he r tuh g ive him - ah think it wus nine pennies .  She give h im  nine 
pennies an ' he went to de cemetery an ' go t some graveyard dirt an ' paid it - dis 
grave fo ' de dirt . An ' he b ring i t  dere an ' he give it to her dat night . An ' he 
tole her tuh t ake dat dirt ev ' ry  night an ' go dere fo ' three nigh ts an '  th row it 
on de top o f  de hous e , an '  let de rain wash i t  down . S ee .  An ' when she threw it 
on de top of de hous e for three nights an ' a b ig rain come an ' wash it down on 
dat groun d ,  we ll , dat surround de whole house yo ' know , wit graveyard dirt an '  
den dat ' l l b ring evil spirit - dead an ' livin ' spirit in de hous e , yo ' se e .  An ' 
den qui te natural de dai d an '  de livin ' spirit can ' t gi t ' long together , an '  make 
dem f ou t ' al} '• raise Sam an ' bus t up . 

[ The expres s ion raise Sam - not raise sand - is b ased upon the raising o f  
S amuel ' s  spirit by the Wit ch o f  Endor ( 1  S am . 2 8 : 7-14) , one of the foundation 
s tones of Chris tian fundament alism ' s  belief in wi tchcraf t .  Sam or Samue l ,  once 
a serious circumlocu t ion to avoid the devil ' s  name , became by extens ion another 
name for Jack (p . l90f . )  - a divination device cont rolled by the devil though an 
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evil spirit residing in  the obj e ct (p . l91 , line 40 ; p . 1254 , lines 33-34 , 51) . }  
Den he tole he r to  take her some salt an ' some black peppah an '  s ome red 

pepp ah an '  wear it in her shoes . See , if dey ' d  go tuh do some thin ' ,  why dey 
can ' t  g it to  do her nuthin , ' cause i f  dey pick up her track with dat salt an '  
peppah in he r shoe , i t  don ' t  help ' em  none . See , she already got herself hot -
her track is already hot an ' dey can ' t  git i t . But if she don ' t  have nuthin in 
her shoe , why dey kin t ake up de t rack an '  do anythin ' dey wanta wit it ; but if  
she  put dat sal t  an ' peppah in her shoe , when dey git  up her track dey think o f  
doin ' somethin ' an '  dere nuthin done aftah all .  

An '  so , den h e  tole her tuh b ring him two more aigs . An '  she b ring de two 
aigs , an ' he wrote on dat , "Ah 'm Comella James " - lak ah would s ay , "Comella 
James an '  Joe James . "  Well , yo ' put Joe , de man be low de woman , because yo ' 
want de man undah yo ' - tuh control ' em  as yo ' want ' em  tuh do . An ' yo ' say ,  
"Comella James want s  Joe James to come back in de home j es ' lak he always been -
be lovin ' an '  kind an '  do as ah s ay do - be  undah mah command - be undah mah feet 
an ' do j e s ' lak ah say do an ' besides me no othah - an ' ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh come 
b ack home tuh s tay . " Jes ' whatevah yo ' wanta s ay yo ' know . 

An ' he g ive her dat aig an ' he ast her did she had any flowers lak po t f low
ers . An '  she said yes , she had ' em .  An '  he s ay , '�ell , ah want chew tuh take 
one an '  put i t  right to de do ' where yo ' s leep . " Jes ' lak dis heah room do ' , 
j es '  lak dis is mah do ' an ' ah 'm s leepin ' in dis room . "Ah want chew put it 
right at de post of  dat do ' . "  See . An ' she put it down dere an ' she wanted tuh 
renew de dirt - git fresh dirt lak yo '  renew on de flower root  an '  put dat in 
middleways of  dat bucket [ po t }  an ' t alk to dat egg when yo ' put it dere , see . 
An ' den put it right to de do ' an '  sleep wit it dere fo ' six nights , until yore 
shore dat egg done ro t .  An ' when yo ' shore dat egg done ro t ten , den yo ' kin set 
de flower out on de po ' ch o r  anywhere yo ' want , but be guaranteed dat egg done 
rotten down wit dat writin ' on it  an ' everything . 

[ The pott ed flower is reset with the written-over egg at the bottom of the 
pot . She s aid "bucket "  ins tead o f "pot"  because she would have us ed an old 
bucket or tin can . } 

An ' dat makes de man come ba ck an ' as long as dat aig - any o f  dat eggshell 
or  anything in dat dirt , anywhere roun ' de house , yo ' kin control ' im . 

An '  den he tole her tuh take a nail - a ten-penny nail an '  carry it t o  a pear 
tree o r  eithah one - yo '  evah heard talk of  dat tree Zachary climbed - at de t ime 
Christ come down an '  say , "Come down out de t ree Zachary , yo ' s  t oo high . "  
[ Zacchaeus in Lukel9 : 2 . ] I t ' s  a tree wit not a peelin ' - it don ' evah grow a 
b ark on it like it ought tuh . 

(The poplar tree - a sycamore tree ? )  
Yessuh . Sycamore t ree , dat ' s  whut it is . 
[ This Biblical tree is neither the American nor British sycamore but a l arge 

eve rgreen , a species o f  fig - Ficus syaamorus . ]  
An '  yo ' t ake dat ten-penny nail an '  yo ' go tuh dat sy camore tree an ' yo ' call 

de name of dis person , j es '  lak ah s aid , " [ So-and-so ] ,  ah means fo ' yo ' tuh go 
down - ah mean down - down in de ground - not one - no t two feet - no t  three 
feet - not fo ' feet - not five feet - but six feet . "  Now , yo ' gott a say dose 
words ev ' ry mawnin ' fo ' five mawnin ' s  an '  when yo ' bury dat nail he ad in dat 
s�amore t ree , dat person wi ll g i t  s i ck .  An '  she ' ll g i t sick - yo ' know , start 
feelin ' bad - j es '  yo ' know , us u ' lly [ unusually } feelin ' - an ' she ' ll j es '  keep 
on dri[tin ' from dat - on an '  on an ' on . In s ix month ' s  time she ' ll be j es '  
about dat b ig in de wai s t , an '  she ' ll j es '  dry up from de earth an '  die . I f  yo ' 
can ' t  g i t  he r an '  yore husb an ' separate d after all , why dat ' ll g it ' em bus t up 
an ' yo ' kill he r .  
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An '  s o  dis g irl mus ta  did it  because de lady died dis same past fall . An '  
' fore she died she wus so little , until she looked j es ' lak a rnaypop o f - [ a] 
s traw st andin ' up in maypop . She took up her dress . 

(Like a what? ) 
A s traw s t andin ' up in a rnaypop . Yo ' know how yo ' do a s t raw s t i ckin ' up in 

a rnaypop . 
(What is a maypop? )  
A maypop is somethin ' grows in de woods , yo ' know - weeds , an '  has dese b ig 

thing on ' em  lak a aig . It ' s  green an ' den after i t ' s  ripened it ' s  kinda o f  a 
yal low-lookin ' lak a pe ar . 

[ I  thought she was giving an excel lent des cription o f  the May apple (may
apple) - a plant I had known f rom childhood - Podophy l Zum pe Ztatum . No t until 
later did I le arn that the rnaypop was some thing di fferent ; a pass ionflower 
(Passijtora inc�ata) of the southern United S tates . ]  

An '  she got so little until - de peop le as t her whut her troubles an ' all . 
She j es ' couldn ' t  tell ' em  anything but dat she wus s i ck .  An '  all at once she 
j es ' got so finely little dat she went tuh de doctor . An '  de doctor said she 
lose all he r blood an '  she had no blood , an ' she died heah de las t - ah think it 
wus de las t  o f S eptember las t  yeah . 

[ I  can now understand why the woman looked like a s traw ,  but at the time a 
straw " in a maypop " meant nothing to me ; we popped open the mayapple and ate it , 
whereas my informant popped open the maypop , ins erted a s traw , and sucked up the 
fruit j ui ce and meat . ]  

So whut dat man tole ' em mus ta wus true . 
(That happened right here in Sumte r ? )  
Right heah . 
He said she [ or he ] would eithah bus t ' em up or kill her or run her crazy , 

see . De woman claim , say ,  "Well , if yo ' run her crazy , she may g i t  ovah i t  an ' 
come back an '  mah husban ' will s till bo ther wit her . " 

He s ay , "Well , j es '  whatevah yo ' want done , ah ' ll do it - �· if yo ' ll pay 
me . "  

She said , "Well , how much would it cos t ? " 
He say ,  "Ah "'7harge yo ' ten dollahs . "  
An '  first she sent him two dollahs an ' some thin ' fo ' de ticke t .  Then aft ah 

dat she p aid - a dollah - an ' a dollah - an ' a dollah - until she f inish p ay in ' 
him . An '  shore nuf f  dat g irl died . She ' s  dead dis past yeah . 

Jes ' lak if yore husb an ' or man runnin ' wit anothah woman , an ' he, won ' t  be  
wit yo ' - he ' ll pertend dat he can ' t be wit yo ' or s omethin ' lak dat  - yo '  take 
an ' steal s omeone ' s  dishcloth . Go tub a person ' s  house j es '  lak y o ' visi tin ' 
' em  an '  yo ' s t eal de dishcloth an ' yo ' t ake it an ' yo '  let yore husban ' be  wit 
yo ' at de leas t  three times - de third time . An '  each time yo '  b e wit him yo ' 
wipe him . Don ' wipe yoreself cause dat drawin ' yore nature j es ' as mqch down as 
his ' n ,  an ' j es '  lak if yo ' wanta b e  wit someone else yo ' couldn ' t  do it tuh save 
yore life . See . Because when yo ' do dis wit dis dishtowel , it goin ' do whatevah 
yo ' put it dere tuh do , see . An '  if ah dry mahsel f ,  den ah [ got ] chew right com
b ined wit mahself an '  mahself comb ined wit yo ' ;  an '  i f  ah wanta do sornepin else 
ah can ' t , mah nature won '  t let me . 

Well , she .take dat dishtowel an '  dry him o f f  de third time . Den she t ake it 
an ' sh e tie it aroun ' three knots , see - in de disht owel an '  she ' ll wear it above 
her knee fo ' about nine mawnin ' s , see . An ' dat brings his nature b ack to her . 
Den aftah she wear it nine rnawnin ' s ,  she ' ll take it  an '  bury it  up undah de s teps 
an ' he can ' t have nob ody in de world but her as long as dat dishtowel is mo is
ture-damp in de dirt - no one but her . 
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[ The first two-thirds of the next remedy or b elief  is los t ;  pages 1 and 2 of 
Item No . 2 on cylinder C 7 70 = 2351 . I mus t s tar t with C 7 7 0 : 2 (page 3) . ]  An '  
per tend he jes ' didn ' t  want nob ody an ' he say he had no feelin ' s . Well , de third 
day aftah ah did dat , ah wat ch him tub see whethah de woman wus tellin ' de truth , 
see . An ' de third day he been wi t me - de next day he b een wit me - j es '  kep t on 
contin ' lly . So in about a week ' s time aftah dat he say , '�o ' know one thing , 
Comella?"  He said , "Ah tell yo ' somethin ' but chew wouldn ' t  believe me . Yo ' 
think ah 'm runnin ' out . " 

Ah said , ' 'Well ,  tell me whut chew got tub say . " 
He s ay ,  "Yo ' j es '  think ah 'm minded tub tel l yo ' somepin tuh make yo ' 

s atisfied . "  
Ah said , "No , "  ah s aid , "tell me . "  
He said , "Yo ' know heah o f  l ate ah cain ' t have nobody but chew tuh s afe mah 

life . "  
Ah say , "Yo ' must a tried tuh had s omebody else . "  Yo ' know ah make out ah wus 

mad . 
He s ay ,  "No , but ah j es ' don ' g it no nature fo ' nobody else . "  
Bu t dat wusn ' t  it . He done try oth ah  people an ' hit fall , see . An '  he 

couldn ' t  be  wit ' em  an ' quite natur ' l  he had tub come tuh me , ' caus e dat wus 
where his nature came . See . His nature fall fo ' me an '  he couldn ' t  have nobody 
else . 

(How do you spell your firs t  name , Co rneal ? )  
C-a-r-n-a- 1-1 , dat ' s  how yo '  spell dat . [ I  doub t it . ]  
Yo ' kin take a man ' s  chambeP lye - j es '  lak i f  he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' or somepin 

lak dat , an '  yo ' want him tuh s top it . He won ' t  s t ay  home wi t yo ' an ' yo '  want 
' im  tub stay wit yo ' .  Yo ' t ake his chambeP lye in a lit tle bottle ab out , yo ' 
know , j es '  enough tuh ha�e it , an '  let it stay in de hous e ab out three days till 
it begin not smell any g ood yo ' know . An ' yo ' take nine new s traight pins . Yo ' 
know whut ah mean . Not clothespins whut chew hang up clo thes wit - s traigh t 
pins . An '  yo ' t ake dat straight pin an '  t ie dose ends j es ' even roun ' an ' roun ' . 
Jes ' tie ' em  somepin lak a b rooms traw . Yo ' know whut ah mean . An '  yo ' tie a 
pie ce of thre ad round it . An '  yo ' take dat pin an '  yo '  hang it to de s topper an '  
dose nine pins - yo ' s ay somethin ' to each one o f  dose nine s traight p ins , whut 
chew want him tuh do ,  an '  come back to yo ' .  An '  yo ' stop it up an '  yo ' take i t  
an ' bury it  down in de center of  d e  room - j es '  lak if  she sleeps i n  dat bed , 
j es '  about de center o f  dat bed yo ' think un�h dat house ,  yo ' bury dat den -
j es '  about de center o f  de b ed undah de house . An ' bury it j es '  ab out dat deep 
[ demons trates ] .  

(Deep as your hand . )  
Yessuh . 
An ' t alk to it when yo ' bury it . An ' every mawnin ' yo ' go dere an ' renew it 

wit some new urine - throw it ovah it chew know . Every mawnin ' yo ' g o  there an ' 
throw it ovah it . 

(The chambe:r> lye ? )  
Yessuh , fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' aftah dose nine mawnin ' s  ovah wit , den he 

commence driftin ' back to de house . He ' ll j es '  keep on , an ' as long as dat 
chambe:r> Zye dere an '  as long as yo ' s tay in dat house , yo '  kin cont rol dat man , 
But if yo ' should move , yo ' gotta renew it ovah , to keep him undah yore command 
lak yo ' want t o . 

An '  den ah know mah mothah did once to a lady . She wus comin ' home an '  visit 
to ' em an ' pertend tuh b een her fren ' all de time , an ' she s aid all at once one 
day , she said de lady came by dere an ' she wus lookin ' at her smilin ' lookin ' fo ' 
her tub speak as always . She came ' long dere an ' she look b ack at her an ' didn ' t  
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s ay nuthin an '  walked on . So mama s ay ,  "Wundah whut ail her? " 
So mama couldn ' t  put t uh nuthin unles s en she wus g oin ' wi t papa , yo ' know , an ' 

tho t  mama done go t holt o f  i t . An ' sh e si t down dere an ' - she s ay ,  "Come he ah . " 
Ah say , ' 'Ma 'm? " 
She s ay ,  "Do yo ' know Mis s Emma p as s  heah an '  didn ' t speak? "  
Ah s ay , "Mama , maybe she didn ' t  see yuh . " 
She s ay ,  "Yes , she did . Ah wus right heah s e t tin ' in de yard . "  
Ah said , "Well , mama , maybe she speak an ' de win ' wus b lowin ' . "  See , it wus 

March yo ' know . Ah s ay , "An ' de win ' b low it . "  
Sh e s ay ,  "No , she didn ' t .  She didn ' t  open her mout ' ,  ah wat ched her teeth . " 

She s ay , "Ah ' ll fix he z: .  Ah bet ah ' l l have her lookin ' b ack aft ah three days an ' 
want a speak , i f  she don ' spe ak .  An '  in nine days she ' ll come tub mah house . " 

Ah s ay , "Well , ah wondah whut mama go in ' do? " Yo 1 know how chill ern is -
mis chiefus yo ' know . 

Mama wents out an ' she jePks de tPaak . An ' mama went an ' sh e - j es '  lak dis 
[ is the ]  t rack , she make dat one an ' she make dat ' un .  Mama took right from he ah 
an '  j e rk d at track b ack tuhwards her hous e . 

[ This woman is jePking tPaaks from the floo r !  I des crib e her action . ] 
(The le ft foo t from the toe to the hee l . ) 

Yessuh , b a ck tuhwards her hous e .  She did it lak dat , yo ' see . An '  she j erk 
it up - an ' she j es '  wheel aroun '  all at on ce - an ' come r ight straight on back 
tub de hous e j es '  as f as t  as she coul d  walk . 

An '  she s a id , "Carnell , br ing me s ome red peppah an ' s alt . "  
Ah b ring de red peppah to her an ' de salt , an ' she took i t  an '  she put it upon 

dat track . She said , "Ah ' l l f ix yo ' - yo ' pas s heah an ' not sp eakin ' tuh me , an ' 
ah didn ' t  done any thing tub yo ' • " She s ay ,  "Ah ' 11 make yo ' want a come ins ide of 
three d ay ' s ;  an ' in nine d ay ' s  t ime yo ' ll come an ' s et down heah an ' talk . " 

An '  ah ' m  te llin '  yo ' de truth i f  ah nevah g i t  up out en dis chair , she to ok -
an ' she s ay ,  " Carnell , " she s ay ,  "b ring me de basin . " 

Ah went an ' ah brung her de b as in . She went roun ' de house an ' squat down 
an '  she pee in de b as in .  Ah wat ched all dat yo ' know . Yo ' know how chi lle rn 
wat ch dey mothah . She t ake an ' she put de track in de p apah an ' she sp rinkle pee 
ovah de t rack yo ' know , an ' she take it an '  she wen t down undah de f ront s t eps -
not de b a ck - an '  she put it by de second s t ep . Yo ' know , j es '  lak s t eps comin ' 
up t o  de hous e , yo ' know , she put i t  by de s econd s tep an ' she s aid , "Emma , "  she 
s aid , "yo '  pas s in '  heah ' long - no t speakin ' tuh me an ' holdin ' y ore haid up . Ah 
h aven ' t  done nuthin t o  yo ' ,  le ss yo ' g oin '  wit mah husb an ' . "  She said , "An ' in 
three d ay ' s  t ime ah ' m  goin ' make yo ' wanta come heah . I f  yo ' don ' t  yo ' goin ' 
look migh ty much b ack - when yo ' pass yo ' g o in ' h ardly kin pas s  heah . "  

An ' so when three d ays pass - she p ass dere every day . De s e cond day she pas s 
dere she j es '  l ook at us an '  smi le - after us , yo ' see - she didn ' t  know how tuh 
t ake mama . So de third day she s ay ,  "How y o ' , Mis s  Graham? " 

Mama s ay , "All right . How ' re yo ' ? " She s ay ,  "Chile , wh e re yo ' b e en ? "  
She say , "Oh , ah b e en wo rkin ' fo ' de las '  th ree days . " S ay , "Chile , ah 1 m  s o  

t ir ed ah don ' know whut t uh  do . "  
Mama s ay ,  "Ah tho t dere wus somep in ah haven ' t  been seein ' mu ch o f  yo '  • " See 

her every day• yo ' know , but she would pass an ' make out she didn ' t  see mama . An '  
mama make out she didn ' t  s e e  her . 

She s ay ,  "Ah ain ' t been comin ' s ee yo ' lak ah always been b ut ah know yo ' 
think hard o f  me • " She say , "But ah ' m  com in ' tub s ee yo ' heah . " 

Mama s ay , "All righ t , yo ' be t tah come . "  Said , "Ah g o t  plenty f resh me at roun ' 
heah - h e  killed hogs - yo ' missin ' somepin . "  

She say , "Ah ' 11 be ovah he ah Thurs day . " Dat wus de ninth day . 
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Mama s ay , "Uh-huh , ah ' 11 f ix yo ' • " So mama come on back in de house . 
An '  de third day ,  dat mawnin ' heah wus her bright an ' early . An '  she came an ' 

mama fixed dinnah an '  she stayed wit mama all day dat day , an '  mama gi ' ed a b ig 
bunch of  me at tub carry home . An ' de who le time we lived dere in dat p lace , dat 
wus mama ' s  bes ' fren ' . 

(What have you heard about the photograph ? )  
We ll , j es ' lak i f  yo ' an ' a boy i s  engaged o r  go in '  tub git ma ' ied an '  he ' s 

goin ' wit yo ' an '  s ay he gonna ma 'y yo ' an ' he happen tub g i t  chew i n  de family 
way . Yo ' ve heard of dat lo ts , ah know . An '  he pertend to yo ' he goin ' ma 'y 
�' see . Well , he tel l  yore mo thah he g oin ' ma ' y  yo ' . Af tah al l ,  yore dat 
way - it ' s  worryin ' yo '  up mo ' den if he g oin ' to . An '  he j ump up all at on ce , 
j es ' lak yo ' plannin ' tub ma' y him de f i f teenth of nex ' mont ' .  Well , nex t mon t ' ;  
almos ' to de mi ddle o f  de nex ' mont ' - he j ump up an '  go up de road somewhere . 
We ll , i f  yo '  g o t  h i s  pit chure , he j es '  as well had gone nowhere . But yo ' kin 
take hi s pit chure an ' take it an ' go in a Bib le - it ' s  a ch ap tah - ah cain ' t  
think of it - it ' s Revelation - Revolution - but whut chap tah ah cain ' t think o f  
righ t now . An ' y o '  turn an '  p u t  dat in Revolution - d e  chap tah of  dat Bib le an '  
yo ' turn dat man ' s  pitchure - j es '  lak dis is de Bible - yessuh , j es '  lak dat ' s  
de Bib le . Yo '  take dat an '  yo ' put dat pit chure in dere , an '  dis is de haid o f  
d e  pit chure , yo ' turn de haid down . Yo ' turn i t  foot foremos ' somepin lak in de 
B ib le , an ' when yo ' put it undah yore haid yo ' have de haid foot foremos t to de 
b aid - yo ' know whut ah mean . An '  den yo ' turn de face o f  it down . An ' den de 
f ace be  down foot foremos ' l ak dis way [ exp lained later ] , an '  yo '  take i t  an ' yo ' 
put it  undah yore haid evah night an '  talk to i t  in a dark place - don ' le t it be 
no light at all .  

(When you talk to it what would you s ay ? )  
Well , at night yo ' keep i t  in a dark place . Yo ' mus t no t let i t  git  in de 

light until dis person f ace appear . An ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' put it undah yore 
p i llah .  Yo ' s leep wit dat undah yore haid evah night . An ' evah nigh t ab ou t  de 
hour yo ' go tub s leep , yo ' s ay , "Joe , Joe , come home . Come home , Joe .  Joe , 
p lease come home , ah wants tub see yo ' .  Joe , come home an ' s tay home an ' make 
yore min ' con tented an '  make home yore home an ' s top runnin ' aroun ' . Joe , come 
home . "  An ' j es '  commence s ay in ' dat until yo ' drop o f f in a s lumbe r . When yo ' 
go tub s leep yo ' s ay dat evah night till yo ' go tub s leep . An ' aftah de ninth 
day he ' ll git uneasy . Se e ,  his foot fo remo s t  - his haid is down - he couldn ' t  
be , yo ' know , all right . His haid is down [ to the foo t  of the bed]  an ' de foot 
up [ to the head of the bed ] , yo ' know [ and the face is  down to the bed ] . An ' 
he ' 11 commence tub wo rryin ' , s ay ,  "Ah b ' l ieve ah ' 1 1  go home . "  

An ' somebody ' 11 s ay ,  "Well , why yo ' goin ' home ? Yo ' g it tin ' ' long well . Whut 
chew worryin ' ' bout ? "  • 

"No , but j es ' look lak ah wanta go home . " 
"Well , ah woul dn ' t go if ah 'm doin ' well , wit somepin lak dat . Ah j es ' would 

no t go home . Yo ' - dat ' s  a crazy i ' -deah . Whut chew wanta go home fo ' , ain ' t  
nuthin dere ? "  

"Yeah , but ah jes ' have a min ' an '  ah think ah ' 1 1  g o  home . " 
We ll , af tah de ninth day ovah dere , evah day p as s  he g it worriedier an ' wor

riedie r , an '  i f  somebody contin ' lly tryin ' keep ' em  from goin ' , at once he ' l l 
j es ' s lip away . He go if  he have tub s lip off  - he comin ' home . An '  when he 
come home - den when he come home if yo ' got a pitchure , yo ' take yore p i t chure 
an ' facin ' it to him . See , in de Bib le , but yo ' mustn ' t  turn yores haid fore
mos ' , see . Yo ' turn yore s up right facin ' ' im - j es '  lak yore han ' lak dis an '  
lak dis [ the p alms of your hands face each other] , an ' den yo ' read a chap tah in 
de Bible evah night from de time he ' s  home . Yo ' read a chap tah in de Bible an '  
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pray an '  den yo ' talk to it j es '  lak yo ' ta lkin ' to him - l ak ah ' m talkin ' to 
yo ' - fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' when dem n ine mawnin ' s  ovah wit , yo ' an '  him will 
be l awfully ma ' ied . Ah ' ve s een dat done several times . 

Although ah ' ve did dat mahself , ' cause de boy dat ah wus eng aged tuh g it 
ma ' ie d wit , why he g i t  me dat way . Den anothah lady s aid it wus her daughtah 
he h ad de same , se e .  An '  when he went away from home , he went away s cared 
didn ' t  know whi ch one t o ma ' y .  An '  mah fath ah an ' mothah s aid dey wus g o in ' 
kill me fo ' b ring in ' a disg race on de home an '  dey wus even behin ' him wit de 
l aw - said dey wus goin ' make 1 im ma ' y  dey daught ah .  Well , he run away . An ' 
aftah dey made ' im  did dat , den he went away an ' g o t  une asy an ' came back an ' 
s lipped back by nigh t , see , an ' when he came b ack he live d s ome p lace else from 
me - he wouldn ' t  s t ay where he wus livin ' al l de time . An ' he came tuh mah house 
' bout nine- th irty one night an '  ah wus j es ' almos t  too fur [ gone ] tuh g o  any

where . An '  he tole marna , s ai d , '�is ' G raham ,  ah carne tuh ma ' y  yore d augh tah . 
Ah real ize ah treated ' er wrong . "  

Mama said , "At dis hour de chile [ b aby ] almo s ' t uh go down an ' yo ' comin ' tuh 
ma ' y  ' er ! "  

He s ai d , "Well , ah re ' l i z e  ah did wrong an ' ah ' m  s incerely sorry . "  An ' he 
bus t out into cryin ' .  

Mama said , "Well , yo '  cain ' t  go nowhere now - it ' s  nigh t . "  
An '  he s ay , "Yes ma 'm , we kin g o  tub [ somewhe re? ] an ' g i t  a l icense any hour 

in de night . "  
S o  mama s ay ,  "Who yo ' g oin ' g it tub c a ' y  ' er ? "  
H e  s ai d ,  "Ah ' m  g oin ' g i t  mah b ro thah tuh t ake me . "  
So he got his b ro thah , an ' mama s ay ah have tuh have s omebody fo ' a wi tnes s .  

S o  den mama g o t  mah first cousin - h er s i s t ah chi le - an '  we went an '  ma ' ied . 
An ' l ak  dis wus de eigh th day - we went dat night - tuhwards de nin th day - lak 
today ' s  de eight , we wen t dat night an '  t omorrah woul d a-b een de ninth , we g o t  
ma ' ied . 

Yess uh , f rom do se pho tographs - fixin ' ' em up l ak dat , yo ' see . But s omeone 
to le me , ah didn ' t  know dos e thing s . Someone t ole me whut tuh do an '  ah did i t . 

Jes ' lak somebody dey hate an ' g o t  evil in ' em f o ' ' em - ah ' ve heard o f  ' em 
makin ' , drawin ' a p i t chure of ' em .  Jes ' se t  down an '  draw a pit chure o f  da t 
pe rs on an ' take it an ' ca ' y  i t  an ' bury it in de ceme t ery . T ake i t  an ' b ury i t  
in de cemetery j es ' l ak yo ' b uryin ' dat person b o dy ,  an '  t alk to it . An ' , i f  yo ' 
kin , g it hold o f  some o f  dat person clo thes an ' bury it in a g r ave already done 
b uried wit dat p i t chure . In six mon t ' s  t ime dey 1 11 be a dead pers on . Ah ' ve 
heard of dat . Ah won ' t  s ay dat dat wus true , but ah ' ve h eard of dat h appenin ' .  

Ah ' ve know people could take a person ' s  shoe s - j es ' lak i f  I an ' somebo dy 
not on good terms , she could g it holt of one o f  mah ole shoes , an ' she could 
take de inside s ole an '  take it ou t ,  an ' sh e t ake it an ' put it in fiah wit salt 
an ' peppah an ' burn it up . An ' talk to it . An '  mah min ' would git j es '  all up
set an '  i f  ah don ' leave where ah ' m  at , ah ' l l g o  crazy . Ah ' ve heard peop le did 
dat , but ah don ' know whe th ah i t  is true o r  not . Ah ' ve heard da t dey did dose 
th ing s . 

An '  yo ' kin t ake a man ' s s o cks an ' bury it anywhere roun ' de hous e an ' y o ' 
kin make him spend evah penny he make dere wit i t . 

An '  den y�' kin t ake a man ' s  sock an ' we ar i t  in yore shoe an ' dat ' l l make 
him come undah yo ' ,  yo ' unders tan ' .  

An '  ah ' ve heard o f  winunins fixin ' mens . Dere so many way s ,  ah de cl are ah 
dunno . 

Well , ah know - ah ' ve seen wimrnins did dis an ' ah know de man ' s  h ave act 
accordin ' t o  whut dey d id .  Ah know me an '  mah husb an ' wus havin ' it once an ' we 
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wus j es ' ' bout bus ted , an '  she tole me somepin tuh do an ' ah tole her ah couldn ' t  
make it up in mah mind to do dat , because it  wus so nas ty dat ah couldn ' t s tand 
tuh see ' im  eat it . Yo ' know , i f  ah ' d  be anywhere roun '  he ' d  know it ' s  somepin 
funny ' caus e ah ' d  make a 'miration [ grimace o r  smile] roun ' de face . 

So  she to le me , s aid  she did it . So one day ah wus at her house an '  she wus 
cookin ' dinnah fo ' her husban '  an ' she says , "Long as yo '  don ' do dat somebody 
will take yore husban ' · from yo ' • " 

An '  sho ' ' nuff she g it t in '  right but ah couldn ' t  make it up in mah mind tuh 
be dat low , fo '  she evah mont ' when she ' d  be  s i ck she ' d  take a teaspoon of her 
mont ' ly periods an ' she ' d  cook it in a cake or put it in some coffee or put it  
in  some good gravy an ' she ' d git  every b i t  o f  i t  in  him . That ' ll make him love 
her so , he can ' t  s t and tuh see her git  out o f  his eyes ight an '  he can ' t s tand 
ano thah woman . An '  evah mont ' roll ' cross yore haid , yo '  go tta repeat dos e 
things - evah mont ' - ' cau se if yo ' miss one , nex ' mont ' he be ' bout almos ' done 
got away from yo ' , see . Yo ' gotta repeat dat evah mont ' j es ' lak yore mont ' ly 
pie ce come on yo ' .  Yo ' gotta g ive him a teaspoonful o f  i t  evah mont ' ,  an ' if 
yo ' can ' t  keep it up , why i t ' s  no good t o  yo ' .  Ah ' ve known wimmins did dat . 

An '  ah ' ve known dey take an ' cut dere toenails - p arch ' em  l ak yo ' par chin ' 
p eanuts or  some thin ' , an ' wash dere feets an ' s crape undah de bottom of dere 
feet , right in de instep . An ' take dat - whut chew call dead skin . 

An ' den ah ' ve known ' em tuh take an ' wash from undah dere arms - dey cal l  dat 
undah yore wings . An ' yo '  take dat - yore toenail  an '  dat dead skin from undah 
de middle of yore fee t an ' mix it togethah , an ' den yo ' take an '  wash undah yore 
arms an '  dreen [ drain] some of dat watah in dat , an ' yo ' mix dat up an ' put i t  
in a gravy an '  g ive him dat tuh eat . 

Dat ' ll make him come down undah yo ' an '  anything yo ' do or s ay ,  he ' ll submi t 
to yo ' • Yo ' 11 have him undah yore control . Whut ah mean undah yore feet an '  
nuthin he do - or say tuh do - yo ' s  ovah him an '  whut chew tel l him tuh do , he 
goin ' do it  or bus t wide open . An '  as long as yo '  keep dat up , den nobody kin 
git between yo ' or no woman no way in de S tate of  Ameri ca kin git between yo ' an '  
dat man o r  yore husb an ' or whatevah i t  is , cuz ah ' ve seen a lo t ta wimmins did it . 

Dis periods into dis man - yo ' know if yo '  put it  in anything yo ' kin see de 
diff ' rence . Dey put it in - lak yo ' cook tomatos - see tomatos is red . If yo ' 
give him coffee , put dat in dey coffee . 

Dis man - j es '  lak i f  he dies an '  he [ someone] kill him , yo ' unders t an '  - if  
yo ' got s omepin of him - an '  bury him on his face - j es '  lak if  yo ' daid , � 
layin ' in yore cof fin wit chure f ace up yo ' know . Yo ' bury him on his face an '  
turn de - yo ' know , yo '  buries it by de foot foremos ' don ' t chew? Wel l ,  in de 
place o f  buryin ' it foot foremos ' [ fee t to eas t  so that p erson can see the r ising 
sun on Judgment Day] , yo ' bury i t  straight head foremos ' [ head to eas t ]  an ' turn 
him on hi s  face [ face downward in the co ffin ] , an '  when yo ' bury i t  yo ' call dis 
person . While dis person bein ' buried an '  covered up , yo ' call dis person name 
dat kill him ,  an '  say, "If  yo ' killed dis man , yo ' come back heah an ' can ' t  rest 
contented until yo ' come back heah an '  don '  s top unt il yo '  git  b ack heah . An ' 

when yo '  come b ack ,  give up an ' own dat chew killed dis man . " 
An '  he will come back .  Ah seen dat done lo ts a- times . I f  a person kill 

anothah one an ' yo ' bury him on de face an ' turn him s traight up - not foo t fore
mo� ' - he go tta come back - he can ' t  s tay tuh save his life . 

An '  den ah ' ve he ard of people killin ' someone an '  dey send b loodhoun ' s  behin ' 
' em ,  Yo ' ve heard o f  dat haven ' t  chew . Well , j es ' l ak a person kill anothah one 
an '  he git away an '  dey can ' t git h im ,  dey put de b loodhoun ' s  behin ' ' im .  Wel l ,  
at de minute chew kill dat person , befo '  he git  cold , if yo ' kin think of it an ' 
yo ' make a [ she demonstrates ] yo ' step cross him b ackwards twi ce , see . Jes ' git  
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up l ak dis - if yo ' got de nerve enough - [ demonstrates ] s tep ' cros s  him lak 
dat - an '  yo '  turn roun ' - an ' yo ' s tep back cross him , lak dat - an '  dey 
couldn ' t ket ch yo ' tuh s ave dere life . 

Den go tuh some place where watah is  or a ditch .  Go dere an ' [ demons trates ]  
yo ' j es '  t ake yore foo t an '  step in dat watah lak dat an '  wash de dirt off yore 
feet , yo '  see . Well , dat goin ' tuh de rivah an ' den yo ' go s omewhere where a 
person got a l o t  wit cows in i t - if  yo ' kin g it tuh dat , chew know . An '  go  to 
a cow st all whe re he j es '  done his bus ines s an ' j es '  s tep down in dere an '  j es '  
b all de shoe all in dat an '  j es ' let it  come all ovah it . Dere nobody in de 
worl ' kin ke tch yo ' - bloodhoun ' s or nuthin in de world kin ketch yo ' .  Dat have 
been done . 

People fixin ' de lo ck ,  yo ' know - j e s ' lak if  somebody come dere tuh s teal ,  
why dey have tuh be caught .  Now , ah don ' know how dey did dat , but j es '  lak if  
it wus chi cken row - yo ' know , if  dey wus tuh s teal chi cken an '  yo ' keep missin ' 
yore chi cken an ' can ' t  tell who ' s  stealin ' or , yo ' know , yo ' j es ' mi s s  ' em .  

Ah ' ve known people tuh s ay dat dey take s altpetah an ' b rims tone , an ' j es '  lak 
if  yo '  go in de gate - de minute chew go tuh walk in de g ate of  dat chicken yard , 
why dey ' d  put dat s alt an '  b rimstone an '  mix it  toge thah an ' throw it across de 
do ' lak dat , see . An '  when yo ' walk in dere , de minute yo ' walk in dere , dat 
b rims tone will ket ch yore nerves , �· an ' when it ketch yore nerve , yo ' can ' t  
j es '  walk on , right on j es '  lak yo ' do always , yo ' have tuh s top an '  consider . 
[ Here is a mild  form of arres tment or arres tation , s e e  INTRODUCTION , p . V ,  line 
13f . ]  An '  that brimstone an ' s tuff - yo ' know dey got a way of makin ' de chicken 
sleep .  Well , den de time dat yo ' s top dere fo ' a while an ' cons idah yo ' self ovah 
dat b rims tone an '  sulphur ,  de chicken will make a noise . An '  when dat chicken 
make a noise , i f  yo ' go t ' lectrics light o r  anything , yo ' done cut chure lights 
on an '  yo ' ke t ch de person . An '  if yo ' ain ' t got lights , well , when yo ' heah dat 
chi cken makin ' a noise an ' yo ' list 1nin 1 fo ' dat , de firs t thing yo ' ll j ump up 
an '  git chure matches or  somethin ' an ' go tuh de windah an '  look out an ' see who 
it  is . Well , befo ' he kin git de chi cken an ' git out , why yo ' done caught him . 

(How do they make those chickens s leep? ) 
Now , ah don ' know how dey make ' em  sleep . 
I f  dey kin ket ch dis chicken befo ' he - j es '  lak he ' s  settin ' on de roost  -

befo ' he kin holler , it ' s  a way yo ' kin take de chicken an ' lay him down an '  put 
his haid up undah a wing . An ' yo ' kin put eight or  nine chi cken in [ on ]  de 
groun ' [ stopped my machine while she demons trated] .  Put ' em on dat crossmark . 

(You put a cross on the ground and put them on that mark . ) 
Yessuh ,  an '  put de haid up undah de wing an ' he couldn ' t  wake up till he s tay 

dere till mawnin '  an '  de time fo ' him tuh wake up - he wouldn ' t  wake up unless 
yo ' come dere an '  shake him or  j erk him o r  somethin ' lak dat . 

(That will keep the chi cken asleep ? )  
S o  ah suppose dat '· s d e  way de '  put de chicken [ to sleep when they rob the hen-

house . ]  
Dere dif f ' rent thing s dey carry to a show . 
( Such as the frog ? )  
Yes suh .  
Now , j es ' lak i f  yo ' know someone else havin ' a show o r  a carnival - somepin 

an ' yo ' want a. win somepin , yo ' go to a ole log or anywhere out in de woods where 
dere a woodpile or somepin lak dat , s omep in lay down where a frog is , an '  yo ' 
take i t  up an '  yo ' put dat frog in a piece of  p apah . An '  when yo ' git ready tuh 
go to de show , yo.' place dat frog in yore pocke tbook . An '  den wherevah yo ' wanta 
try tuh go an '  win , yo ' j es '  go dere an '  when yo ' go tuh win it - j es '  lak yo ' d  
go tuh han ' de man de money an '  yore han ' git  in yore pocke tbook tuh git chure 
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money ou t ,  yo ' d  reach in dere an '  yo ' d  grab dat frog an ' rub it in yore han ' lak 
dat - see . An '  all dat ole s tuff , dose warts an ' things whu t dat frog have on 
' em , yo ' d git  dat all on yore han ' s .  Den yo ' take yore money out an '  yo ' han ' 
it  t o  de man an '  when he go tub take it , yo ' try tuh tech his hand wit chure 
han ' ,  an ' evah t ime yo ' b et yo ' ll win . A frog eat little ole s tones j es '  as 
quick as dat . Yessuh - j es '  as fast as yo ' kin throw it he eats it . An '  i f  
yo ' think ah 'm j okin ' yo '  go to a carnival sometime an ' take a frog wit chew 
an '  in evah ' thing yo ' go winnin 1 yo ' win mo ' den anybody . De man will s oon push 
yo ' ' way from dere . He ' ll know it dat chew g o t  some sens e ,  yo ' see . 

Dey carry dat to kill ' em .  
(The carnival people ? )  
Yessuh , cause dey know frogs eats lodestone . 
(But these peop le of the carnival carry lodes tone ? )  
Yes sir , dey carries lodes tone . Dey couldn ' t win - couldn ' t make monex 

unlessen dey carried lodes tone . 
De same thing ah ' ve already told yo ' but - it ' s  somethin ' l ak dat but no t 

al togethah . Jes ' lak if yo ' an '  yore husban ' are not on good terms an '  yo ' got 
ne rve enough tuh go to de ceme tery yo ' self . Well , yo ' kin g it  chew three fresh 
aigs , yo resel f , i f  yo ' know whut tub writ e on dem . See . An '  write on dere dat 
chew want ' em bus t up , see . An '  yo ' go dere fo ' three nights an '  go to dat -
try tuh - le t it  be a tombstone i f yo ' can .  An ' yo ' go to a tombs tone an ' yo ' 
s top about de dis tan '  yo ' think yo ' done guarantee tuh hit dat tomb s tone , an '  yo ' 
call de pe rson name whut goin ' wit yo re husb and . An '  yo ' j es ' call de name an ' 
s aid , "Ah mean fo ' yo '  all to bust up. an ' raise hell an '  separate . Yo ' go  eas t  
an '  he go wes t an '  bus t  up fo ' evah an ' evah mo ' . " Lak dat an 1 j e s ' smash dat aig 
on dat tombstone fo ' three nigh ts . An '  den a ftah yo ' do dat fo ' three night s ,  
den yo ' go back dere de third night , when yo ' do dat de l as '  time , yo ' pick up 
de footb oard an '  throw it to de haid in ange r .  An '  den yo ' take up de haidboard 
an '  throw hi t b ackward .  Hit de foo t evah time an ' hit  de haid evah time when yo ' 
throw it . An ' yo ' see when yo ' pick up dat board an ' throw it  in anger  an '  throw 
de haidboard b ack tuh de feet dere , see , dat got  dere min ' s  b o thahed . See . An '  
call dose two people name . An '  aftah yo ' do dat , don ' st ick d e  b o ' ds back down . 
j es ' keep dere min ' s  tangled an '  bothahed all de time . An ' den when yo ' do dat 
yo ' go on back home fo ' two or th ree mo ' days time . Why den dose  aigs , yo ' see , 
dat bust up on dat tombstone . Den yo ' t akes - well , as many pennies as yo ' want a 
carry - no mo ' den three - but chew gotta have some pennies .  An '  yo ' take about 
three h an ' s  of dirt - jes ' lak yo ' pick down about de middle of de grave an '  yo ' 
puts it  in a p ap ah ,  an '  yo ' put some s alt an '  red pepp ah wit it  an '  yo ' take it 
in s omethin ' .  Yo ' t ake it an '  yo ' go an '  y o ' throw it  fo ' three nigh ts right in 
dat person do ' ,  j es '  throw i t  right in de front of de panel j es '  as hard as yo ' 
kin throw it . An '  t alk to it fo ' three nights aftah yo ' throw dat graveyard dirt 
fo ' th ree nights . An '  den , yo ' know , she goin ' sweep de po ' ch - yo ' not goin ' b e  
d e  one . Well , yo ' see dat dirt yo '  done throwed d e  headb o ' d  from d e  foot t o  de 
haid , an '  de footbo ' d  t o de haid from de fee t - well , dat ' s  ang� di rt . Yo ' see , 
yo ' done got dat ang� - dat ' s angry , yo ' see . An '  den when she sweep it out dat 
make her dat much mo ' angry an '  she j es ' git  so upset an '  mad in de home till 
evah time xore husb an ' go dere , she be ready tub cus s him out . 

1Ie ask he r ,  "Whut ail yo ' ? " 
"Not a damn thing . Whut de hell yo 1 think ail me? " Or somep in lak dat , yo ' 

know . 
He say ,  "Whut ail yo ' - who - whut ? "  
"Not nuth in but ah j es '  don ' want no mo ' tuh do wit chew . Yo ' s tay 'way from 

mah hous e . Ah don ' want nuthin do wid chew . Go on tuh yo re wife , ah don ' want 
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chew . " She say , "Ah got chew anyhow - go on tub her . "  
Well , inside of  three day s , dat b e  angry , cro s s  in her , an '  up until de ninth 

day ovah wit , why she can ' t  stan ' him an ' she don ' want him in sight . He g it tub 
de place whe re , "Ah j e s ' don ' give a damn ! Hell , mo ' winnnins ' sides her . Ah 
ain ' t gain ' b ack no mo ' . "  He go on off . 

Maybe a couple of  weeks af tah dat [ someone say ] , "Yeah , ole b oy ,  ah don ' see 
yo ' out ovah yondah? " 

' 'Man - he ll , ah done quit dere .  Ah ain ' t  gain ' up dere no mo ' . "  
But dey don ' know whut ' s all ab ou t . Yo ' done done dat work an ' dey don ' know 

s t ill whut ' s about . 
But chew gotta have nerve enough tub go to dat cemetery yo ' self . Ah did dat 

mah ownse lf . Ah did dat las ' sunnnah . 
Yo '  evah see dis brier called de tame [ shame ]  b rier? I t ' s  a tame [ shame ]  

b rier . 
(It runs along the g round ? )  
Yessuh . An '  i t  g rows a la tta vine an ' it ' s  a peculiar lookin ' b rier den any 

brie r  yo ' evah seen . Have yo ' evah seen i t ?  Ah wisht dat ah could show yo '  one . 
(What does it look like ? )  
I t  look somepin lak a fern - yo ' know , flower ferns , but it ' s  not exactly like 

it , but it ' s  some thin ' de image of da t .  An '  j es '  lak i f  yo '  walkin ' along de 
road an '  don ' even see dat b rier - yo '  go ' long dere an ' yo '  j es '  b rush ag ' inst 
i t , all dose leaves j es ' close up j e s ' lak dat . 

(They call i t  tame brier ? I t  isn ' t  shame b rier? ) 
Well , it ' s  shame , too . All o f  it ' s  shame an '  tame . 
[ She is talking about the shame brier - see p . 646 . ] 
An '  while it ' s  shamed an '  closed up ,  it ' s  shamed den , see . Yo ' dig it ' fore 

it open b ack up - dig down an ' g it chew a b ig p ie ce o f  dat root an '  yo ' goin ' tub 
hunt a j ob tomorrer , s ee . Take an '  put a p iece of  dat in yore pocket . ' Fore yo '  
git dere yo ' put a pie ce in yore mout ' an ' yo ' chew it . All de boys walkin ' 
roun ' dere askin ' fa ' a j ob ,  yo ' s i t  down in de office dere an ' yo ' ain ' t sayin ' 
nuthin but yo ' kinda keepin ' close tub de bossman yo ' see . Boys j es '  a- talkin ' .  

"Boy , yo ' wanta g it a j ob ? "  
(Blowing . )  [Note by my trans crib er who hears informan t  chewing root and 

b lowing b reath ! ]  
"Sho ' would like tub git some . "  Yo ' j es ' blowin ' yore b reath all de whole 

time yo ' know . An '  evah time de bossman move yo ' move , too , s o  yo ' kind a gi  t dat 
b reath in hi s face , see . Yo ' kin tell when he g i t  i t  - he drop hi s haid , he 
can 1 t look at yo ' • S ay ,  "Well , boy , ah don ' s eem tub have nuthin much tub do dis 
mawnin ' • " He ain ' t  gain ' hol ' his haid up de whole time dat seen t in his face . 

Walk up tub him , s ay ,  "Well , Cap t . "  (b lowing) [ connnent by trans crib er who 
could hear the b lowing ] "to tell yo ' de truth ah ' m  in b ad condition . "  Keep 
a-goin ' an '  chewin ' .  "Ah got a wife an ' p lenty of chillern an '  dey j es ' ain ' t  
got nuthin tub ea t an '  ah ' m  j es ' naked an ' de man 'bout tub push me out de do ' • " 
Jes ' make it  wus ' den evah 1 thin ' is . An 1 yo ' say ,  "An ' ah tell yo ' de truth -
if yo ' j e s ' do somethin ' - j es ' any thin ' - j es '  do somethin ' fo ' me . "  An '  j es '  
keep blowin ' - keep on - an ' he say , "Who is yo ' ? " 

Yo 1 say , "Mah name Sech-an ' -Sech . "  
Say ,  "Wha.re yo ' from ? "  
"Sech-an ' -Sech . "  
"Who yo ' know? Yo ' know any white people ? "  
' 'Yessuh , ah know S e ch-an 1 -Sech . " 
"Anybody kin g ive yo ' a good name ? " 
''Yassuh , Mis tah So- an 1 -So know me . Ah worked fo ' him a long t ime . "  
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"Why yo ' ain ' t  workin ' fo ' him now? " 
"Well , he didn ' t had any work tub do an ' he tole me he have tub lay me o f f  

t ill h e  g i t  somep in tub do , but ah ' ve about s tarved ' fore he g ive m e  anythin ' . "  
Now , all dat crowd of people done turn off  an ' go on b ack .  Yo ' j es '  stay 

on - " S t an ' of f  he ah a minute t ill ah come back . " 
He go  on off  now an ' yo ' think he ain ' t  - say , "Aw ,  dat thin ' won '  do nuthin . " 
Well , he come back , "Kin yo ' do so-an ' - so-an ' -so ? "  
"Yes suh . "  
" Come on heah , ah ' 1 1  t ry yo ' • Ah ' 11 try yo ' a day or  so . "  
An '  he ' ll try yo '  a day or so , an ' he keep t ryin ' yo ' , an ' when yo ' come tub 

find out yo ' got a j ob fo ' life , yo ' ll j es '  stick dere , ' cause ah know when mah 
brothah first came heah in Sumtah , he wus a boy from de country an ' didn ' t know 
nobody an ' wanted a j ob .  Yo ' know , j e s '  didn ' t  want a b e  knockin ' about from 
place tuh place , ' cause we wus raised up on a farm an ' we all loved tuh work in 
o rder tuh have s omethin ' .  So  he didn ' t  know whut tub do an ' ah say , "Earl , 
whyn ' t  yo ' do whut mama done one time ? "  

Mah mothah went an ' got  some money from a white man once - borrowed some money 
when papa couldn ' t  g it it - an '  al l o f  us needed clothes an ' wanted somep in fo ' 
Eastah an ' papa went dere an ' he turnt papa off . An '  mama went dere an ' got it  -
took dat [ shame ]  b rier an '  went to his house an ' set down in de room an ' talk to 
him - chew it  , yo ' know . Mama come b ack wit de money . 

So mama came back an ' he let her have de money . So ah tole Earl about i t .  
Earl s ay ,  "Carnella , ah don ' b ' lieve in dem thin ' s . "  

Ah say ,  "Nuthin be done trailed but a failure . "  
[ Is she being o riginal or quo ting a prove rb ?  S e e  what Earl says later . ]  
So he say ,  "Ah don ' know where no brier is . "  
Ah s ay ,  "Come on go wit me , ah ' ll g o . "  
So de railroad ' s  right across dere yo ' know . So me an '  Earl went walkin ' down 

de railroad j es '  lak yo ' walkin ' out an ' ah run up on some , ah s ay ,  "Heah , dis de 
b rier heah . "  

He say , "Is  i t ? "  
Ah s ay , ' 'Wat ch when ah te ch it , i t  goin ' die . " 
He say , "Do i t ? "  
Ah say , "No , b ut it  ack lak i t  goin ' die . It ' ll j es ' dry an ' frizzle up . " 
He say , "Well , how it  goin ' do ? "  
Ah say ,  " I t ' ll j es '  g o  togethah . "  
So ah tech it  an ' all de leaves j es '  close toge thah j es '  as guick as dat . 
So ah said , "Now he ' p  me dig i t  quick befo ' it wake U.E_. " See , it supposed 

tuh be ' sleep .  An '  he he ' p  me dig it  an ' ah done dig it an ' we set dere until 
it wake b ack up . An '  aftah i t  wake up an ' open out , den we leaves it , �· Ah 
g i ' d  Earl a piece of  de b rier an ' put a piece in his po cket so wan t  tuh have 
be shore he got it . He put a bunch o f  it in dere . He had his mouth so full 
evah ' one wanta know how come he man or cow - him chewin ' somepin ' sides chewin ' 
gum . 

He said , "Ah had a mout ' fulla dat thin ' . "  
Ah says , "Yo ' did? " 
An '  he went on down tub de Brooklyn Cooperage an '  ah mean dey wusn ' t  hirin ' a • 

soul down dere , an ' even wus turnin ' off  de people whut dey had . Dat about three 
or  fo ' ye ahs ago .  

An '  so he went on down dere an ' de boy s  all said , "Boy , yo ' cain ' t git  nuthin 
tuh do he ah . "  S ay ,  "Heah ah ' m  goin ' home . "  S ay ,  "Ah 'm a ole han ' heah . "  

He s ay , "Yeah? " Say , "Ah ain ' t  nuthin wi t  a trial but a failure - ah ' m goin '  
ask him . H e  ain ' t  got nuthin t uh  d o  but tell me no . "  
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Earl say he went up tuh de bossman an '  he stood up roun ' dere an ' his heart 
would j es ' fail on him two or three t imes , he s aid ,  but he remembah whut ah tole 
him - yo ' know , whut tuh do . He chewed de b rier an '  he j es '  keep a-s centin ' 
roun ' dere an '  he s ay ' fore de man - he ast de man an ' de man s ay ,  "Well , whut 
chew want , boy ? "  

H e  s ay ,  "Ah come down he ah tuh s ee could ah git m e  somepin tuh do , suh . Ah 
got a s is tah up heah ain ' t  got nobody supportin ' her . Got six head o f  little 
brothahs an '  s is tahs , an ' dey ain ' t  got nuth in t uh  eat an ' no way tuh g it tin '  
nuthin , an ' dey need clo thes . " 

He s ay ,  "Where yo ' from? "  
He say ,  "Ah ' m  from de country . "  
S ay , "Raised up on de farm? " 
He say , "Yes suh . " 
He say , "Yo ' all farmers love druthah tuh work , ain ' t  chew?" 
S ay ,  ''Yessuh , ah don ' know no o thah way tuh make a l ivin ' ' thout workin ' . " 

An '  E arl look pitiful as he coul d look - look lak he wouldn ' t min ' cry in ' . He 
say , "Boss , if yo ' j es '  g ive me somepin tuh do dis mawnin ' , yo ' don ' know how 
gl ad - ah ain ' t  got a mout ' ful in mah hous e fo ' me an ' mah s is t ah an ' little 
b ro thahs tuh eat . "  

He say , "Whut kin yo ' do ? "  
"Ah kin do anythin ' tuh make a livin ' . Ah rai s ed up on a farm but ah kin 

learn o thah wo rk j es ' lak anybody els e ' 11 learn . " 
He say ,  "Well , ah te ll yo ' whut chew do . Come on b ack heah . "  
He an '  Earl went on b ack dere an ' dem boys whut he done sent home , ole han ' s ,  

s t arte d  tuh , "Ah ' ll be damned ! Ah b ' lieve dat i Git a j ob ! "  Earl s ay he look 
b ack at ' em , dey say , " Come heah , boy ! "  hear ' em  say .  He throw his han ' b ack lak 
dat [ telling them not to b other him] yo ' know , ' cause i f  he ' d  a-turn on b ack [ to
wards them ] , de man [would ] say he didn ' t want nuthin tuh do wit him . 

So he went on an ' followed de man , an '  de man give him a j ob .  An '  today -
t ill today , he ' ll come an ' hunt Earl an ' wo rk Earl an ' he won ' t  hunt de ole 
han ' s .  He like Earl , yo ' know , s ays he ' s  a good wo rker , an ' dat tame brier j es ' 
got his nerve , yo ' know , an ' he couldn ' t  tell Earl , no . 

Jes ' lak a pe rson to be tried - tomo rrer de trial comin ' o f f  - take de sulphur 
an '  de b r ims tone an ' de peppah an ' yo ' mix it togethah , an ' put it in a bucket 
an '  yo ' put a lot ta trash on it . An '  i f  yo '  kin git aroun '  de j ai lhous e or de 
co ' thous e an ' nobody see yo ' ,  yo '  set dat thing j es '  as yo ' g it dere - yo '  s ti ck 
a mat ch down in dat trash an '  put dat peppah an ' brimstone an '  sulphur on top of 
dat trash yo ' see . An '  den let de fiah come up through it , yo ' see .  See ,  dat 
be ' s  smoke , an ' b rims tone smoke , an ' yo ' go roun ' dat co ' thouse an ' smOke i� 
roun ' an ' roun ' dat co ' thouse - an ' talk to it  while yo ' smokin ' . An ' yo '  do dat 
fo ' ' bout three nights , j es '  befo ' de trial come o f f  - whut ah meant tuh say de 
co ' t .  An ' den dat night , de time when de co ' t  goin '  be , den yo ' go  dere lak de 
trial of de man .  Yo ' goes dere an '  yo ' set opposite de co ' t  do ' s  - jes ' lak dis 
de co ' t  do ' s .  Yo ' set down dere an ' yo ' keep some of dat stuf f  right wit yo ' 
an '  put some in yore pipe . An '  de smoke , shoot de smoke towards de co ' thouse .  
While de t rial goin ' on , yo ' sit dere an ' j es '  smoke . Dey think yo ' smokin ' yo ' 

know , don ' t  know de diff ' rence . Shoot de smoke towards de co ' thous e .  An '  when 
dat t ri al ova� wit , dat person wil l come clear . Ah seen a lady did dat , dey 
called Mis s Hattie McCloud - she ' s daid now about two yeahs . She brought s ev ' ral 
people clear of co ' t .  Right heah in S umtah she did dat . 

People take dose chips an '  draws a tea out of ' em .  Jes ' lak i f  a b aby ' s  b awn 
an '  de mo thah wus goin ' wit ano thah chile an ' nurs in ' it on top of  de othah one , 
well , yo ' take dat an '  yo ' make a tea out o f  it an ' give dat b aby an '  draw dat 
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b lood out of it - yo ' know , dat wouldn ' t  b e  blood whut ah might call i t ,  but it 
bad mi lk yo ' see . Well , dey give it a tea offa dis lightnin ' striked wood , until 
dea git all of  dat bad mi lk out of  it . Den when yo ' know de baby done go t all de 
ba mi lk out o f  it - yo ' kin tell from de looks o f  it . I t ' ll commence lookin ' 
lak a b aby an ' git s tout an '  lookin ' somebo dy - � - an '  bad lookin ' , po ' s i ck ly 
looks wi ll pass away from it . Ah heard of people do in ' dat . 

[Why the younger b aby had the bad mi lk I no longer remember ,  though surely I 
knew the answer at the time . I am incl ined to guess that my info rmant believed 
the older of  two ch ildren nursing the s ame mother at the same t ime took sus te
nance from the younger ch ild , g iving the latter bad mi lk and consequently bad 
b lood. See WOOD ( 2 ) : STRUCK BY LIGHTNING , pp . 514-517 . ]  

Ah ' ve he ard of people takin ' red antses an '  g ivin ' ' em  tuh peop le to eat but 
dey di dn ' t  know it yo ' know . 

Jes ' lak if a person go t de fever an '  ahi l l  [ usually ahi lls and fever] an '  
can ' t  git  it b roke - yo ' know dere some ants es are li t tle antses an '  den dere 
are b ig antses . Well , yo ' kin git hold of one dese  b ig ones almos ' re ady tuh 

. fly an '  ke tch it an ' fix i t  up in a dough-like , an ' den take it an '  put i t  in 
some pine t ar ,  lak i t ' s  a pill , an ' give i t  to dat person to take in dat pill 
t ill dey take up dat red ant . An' dat - see , dat re d ant , i t  take s away dat 
fever an ' quite nachurl de chill gotta go when de fever leaves . Ah heard of 
people doin ' dat seve ral times . 

Dey kin ke t ch a person ' s  spiri t - �. yo ' know whut dat means . Dat mean a 
hag . Yo ' know if  a hag ride yo ' - well , lotsa time thin ' s  worry yo ' - j es '  lak 
i f yo ' did some thin ' . Yo ' ve been a terrible pers on in yore young days an '  yo ' ve 
killed people an ' yo ' kept it as a secret an ' nevah told ' em  about it . We ll , if 
i t ' s  dat , yo ' can ' t  ke t ch it , ' cause  dat ' s  a person dat ' s  dead , see . But if  it's 
a human bein ' angered an ' got s ome thin ' in ' em an '  riding yo ' ,  yo ' kin ke tch it . 
Je s ' lak i f  a hag ride yo ' evah night an ' yo ' say , "Well , ah don ' know why dat 
hag rides me evah night , ah can ' t  sleep . "  

"Well , how he do ? "  
"He j e s ' git on me an ' j es ' have me smothe red an ' ah be t ry in ' de hardes t . "  
So - well , ah ' ve heard o f  peop le takin ' a broom - a s traw broom . Yo ' ve seen 

a straw broom , no t de s ti ak broom [ besom] • Yo ' seen a s traw broom peop le wring 
out de b room sedges [ =  broom grass - see p . 421 , No . ll43 ] . Well , yo ' take dat 
broom an '  yo ' carry it to de bed an '  yo '  put it righ t at de haid of yo re bed , 
an '  yo ' take some re d peppah an '  salt an '  yo ' place i t  right acros s de pillah o f  
yore b aid - j es '  lak yo ' goin ' sleep , yo ' don ' put it right on de pillah yo ' 
know , but yo ' put i t  righ t so  close unt il - befo ' de hag [ come ] to yo ' ,  he got ta 
come ovah it chew know . [ The sex of a hag is male to some , female to others . ]  
An '  yo ' take dat b room an '  yo ' put i t  right at de haid of yore baid . But befo ' 
dat hag go tuh yo ' , he gott a  coun t  evah straw in dat b room , an '  j es ' b efo ' he 
git  through countin ' de s traws he g it mixed up an ' he have tuh go right ovah it 
agin . Evah t ime he g it hal fway done , he g i t  mixed up an ' fo ' g i t  whut h e  counted , 
an '  he would go righ t b ack ovah it agin . An '  he ' l l keep on till he ' ll try tuh 
make a s tep to go towards yo ' ,  an '  right where he make a s tep tuh go , he goin ' 
tech dat red peppah an '  salt , an ' when dey come to yo ' ,  ah ' ve learnt dat dey , � 
know , shed dere skins off . An '  ah ' ve heard o f  peop le ket chin 1 peop le all ovah 
�dere skin off lak dat , an ' ketch a person ridin ' yo ' an ' it b e  yore fren ' . 
Ah ' ve heard o f  p eop le doin ' dat lo tta t imes . S aid dat dey shed out - dey had a 
way dey le arned how tuh shed out dere skin . An ' when dis red pepp ah an ' salt 
git  on de skin , why dey can ' t  bear de ide a o f  puttin ' de skin back on wit i t 
see , dat skin an ' red peppah makes it burn ' em .  Ah don ' know how true it is but 
ah heard dat - i t ' s  a ole j oke from ole times . 
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Ah ' ve heard of a pe rson did dat . A person tole me he re ally did dat - said he 
took a - he wanted to be a person dat could do things yo ' know an ' said he wanted 
tuh go about an '  t ake money , draw money ,  an ' de person wouldn ' t  know when dey git  
it . Jes ' lak if  a cash registah in heah an ' he ' d  go dere an ' he ' d  take dat -
draw dat cash registah an ' dat person don ' even know it , an '  de cash reg ist ah 
ring an '  he won ' be able tuh hear it . 

Ah he ard of  a person done dat once - said he took a cat an '  when yo ' do dis 
thing yo ' got ta give up yoreself to de devil .  Yo ' sell yore soul to de devil . 
Whut ah mean , yo ' can ' t  nevah be  s aved any mo ' - yo ' can ' t  pray an '  be saved , 
don ' t  care h ow yo ' pray , if yo ' done gived yo ' self to de devil yo ' go t ta [ do ]  
his work . Dat ' s  whut ah mean - sellin ' yo ' self t o  d e  devil . 

Well , yo ' take a b lack cat  an ' yo ' go down to de swamp in a dark place by yore 
lone self , an '  yo ' go tta dip yo ' s ome watah right up out de swamp , out de runnin ' 
st ream , an ' yo ' take yore han ' an ' yo ' run along until yo ' find a cold p lace in 
de stream , de coldest place in dat s t ream . Yo ' dip yore watah right up out a dat . 
Yo ' t ake it an '  yo ' put it in de po t an ' yo ' ke tch up a b ig fire . An '  yo ' put 
dat fire aroun ' de po t till de pot j es '  boil - de watah ' s  bubb lin ' up lak dat . 
An '  while dat watah bubb lin ' up , yo ' got ta have de heart tuh threw dat cat in 
dere an ' put de top down on dere . An '  when yo ' put de top down on dat cat , yo ' 
gotta hol ' it down until he die . Don ' leave him knock de top off - i f  he kno ck 
de top o ff , yo ' los e out . Yo ' gotta hol ' dat top until he - yo ' know , die . An '  
aftah he die yo ' got ta sit right dere an ' contin ' lly bile dat pot  till evah bone 
out a dat cat bile an ' become separated - evah bone come out of his skin . Well ,  
de f irst bone dat ris e to de top , dat ' s  de bone fo ' yo ' tuh take . Yo ' take dat 
bone an ' yo ' put it in yore pocket , an ' while yo ' bilin ' dat cat , yo ' go tta be  
cuss in ' evah nas ty cus s yo ' evah think of , an ' yo ' gotta cus s Go4 dat chew , "Don ' 
b ' lieve dere ' s  sech a thing as a God . Ah don ' b ' lieve nuth in ' b out it ' s  no 
heaven . Peop le says it ' s  he aven - dere ain ' t  no heaven . Damn sech as dis-an ' 
dat . "  An '  yo ' got ta s ay ,  "Oh , de devi l an ' hell , "  an ' all des e ole bad words , 
yo ' got ta be s ayin ' dat . An '  de whole time yo ' set t in ' dere sayin ' dat , � 
got ta make a whole day in de swamp by yore !oneself . Yo ' gotta go dere early dat 
mawnin ' an '  stay till sundown dat night . 

An '  de who le time dat cat boilin ' evah kinda imps in de worl ' will repear 
befo ' yo ' but yo ' can ' t - yo '  go tta be man enough tuh s tan '  it . Don ' t care how 
it s care yo ' ,  yo ' gotta s tay dere . I f  yo ' git up an ' go  yo ' can ' t  do whut chew 
want a do . An '  de devil he come an ' wit al l  kinda ha ' nts - d is man said dat came 
be fo ' him , all kind ha ' nts . An '  he [ devil]  goin ' come up dere , '�o ' mean tuh do 
whut ah say do? Yo ' goin ' follow me ?  Yo ' goin '  le ave God of f ?  Yo ' b ' lieve 
dere ' s  any thing as a God? " 

· ·  

"Yessuh , ah b ' lieves dere ' s  no God . Damn whut dis an ' dat dere . Ah j es ' 
wanta be a devi l - ah want a  be a devil heah on earth . " 

Wel l ,  dat wi ll pas s away an ' dere s omepin else will come up dere . Direct ly , 
he ah come de Lord wit His angels tuh appear . 

[This is the only example of the Lord and His angels taking part in the b lack
cat-b one rite ! ]  

All dat in de spirit , yo ' know , dat ' ll appeah . An ' yo ' gott a  cuss dat an '  
drove it away , see . An '  when yo ' drove dat away , dat done drove God away from 
dere . Dere ain ' t  no use in yore prayin ' tuh try tuh git Him back ,  ' cause He ' s  
gone . Well , 4de devil imps an ' all kind o f  things - ah don ' know whut he didn ' t  
tell us come up on him . Evah kinda imps o f  all kinda b �d lookin ' thing s - wit 
horns , an ' deer an '  evah ' thin ' terrible come befo ' ' im . An '  he s aid as dis thin ' 
wus comin ' up befo ' him , he had tuh stan '  it . He said some of  ' em would be so 
terrib le lookin ' till he thought dey wus goin ' tuh eat him , but he had tuh stand 
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i t ,  see . An ' aftah dat ovah wi t , den de cat b one come to de 
first bone come to de top , dat wus de b one fo ' him tuh s tick 
could do anythin ' in de worl ' he wants - he could drew money 
regis tah . 

top , see , an '  de 
in his pocke t . He 
out o f  a cash 

Dey take dirt dauber nes t fo ' dis reason . Ah ' ve heard of peop le us in ' dirt 
dauber nes t  fo ' when a person in labo r an ' goin ' tub birth a ahi le . 

Dey make yo ' a tea out of it an '  take dat tea an '  give it to yo ' ,  if  dat chile 
takin ' slow tub birth or tub come in de worl ' .  Dey g ive yo ' a drink of dat tea 
once an ' de p ains rise - an '  de next time dey g ive it , it ri se mo ' - an '  de next 
t ime , well , dat chile will soon become . 

Jes ' lak i f  it somebody , yo ' know - de p erson don ' have much tub say an ' yo ' 
want ' em tub talk or  somepin . Dere some business yo ' wanta know an ' dey won ' t 
talk fo ' nuthin - yo ' cain ' t  gi t  it out o f  ' em . An ' they ' ll eat any thing yo ' 
cook yo ' know , i f  yo ' kin git ' em  tub eat somep in . Yo ' t ake dat mo ckin ' b ird aig 
an '  fry it an ' make it as a gravy an ' g ive ' em  somepin tub eat . An ' evah ' thin ' 
dey know or evah heard o r  evah seen , dey ' ll tell  it . An '  dey ' ll be a tattler 
from den until dere death , ' cause dey done eat de mo ckin ' b ird aig - ' cause de 
mockin ' bird s ings all de t ime an ' dey cain ' t  help it . Evah ' th in '  dey ever know 
' b out anybody or he ard or  seen , dey cain ' t  keep i t  to demsel f .  

I t ' s  young moontime - yo ' gotta do it on de young moon when yo ' want i t  tub 
act . When yo ' wanta bust  up somebody , yo ' gotta do i t  on de was te o f  de moon -
�' dat was te ' em away , yo ' underst an ' . But a young moon , when yo ' want any
thin ' tuh g row , yo ' do it on de young moon . 

An '  j es '  lak i f  yo 1 start out de first or second day o f  de moonrose , de firs t 
or de second - j es '  lak if yo ' did it de second day ,  de mo ' dat moon grow de mo ' 
da t work increase . 

Milk from a black cow? But dat wusn ' t  nuthin .  Yo ' know , dey take dat tub 
g ive people fo ' di ff ' rent diseas e .  

Well , j es '  lak if a person g o t  somethin ' dey call it  de claps - some people 
call it - an ' yo ' g it milk from a black cow an ' g ive dat person to drink from it 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Well , if it ' s  de alaps , dey g it bet tah of  it ; but if  it ' s  
no t , why it  won ' t  he ' p dem - it won ' t  we lt dem , i t ' ll he ' p  dem a lot . But if  
it ' s  de  alaps it will heal i t  right up  - or s omep in dey calls de runnin ' Pings 
or somepin lak dat . Ah ' ve heard .mah mothah talkin ' ' b out dat , ' cause ah had a 
brothah once , his name wus Bernie - he ' s  in Wi lson [ N .  Car . ] .  Yo ' know how 
little young boys love tuh run ' round . He g o t  ahold o f  dat - he lived dere an ' 
he came home tub mama an ' he hid it . An ' mama seen it . He ' s  makin ' watah out
side of de house yo ' know , an ' she as t him wusn ' t somep in wrong . He wouldn ' t  say 
nuthin ' t all , he j es '  wouldn ' t  g ive her a s traight word. So she went ovah an '  
got her some milk from a woman had a black cow . An ' ah axed her why she wouldn ' t  
give Bernie some o f  de milk from our cow milk , an '  she say ,  "Cause i t  wusn ' t  de 
kin ' ah want . " S aid ,  "Ah want it from a black cow . " 

Ah said , "Well , ah know Mis ' Seever got  a black cow . " 
She said , "Ah ' m  goin ' ovah dere an '  git  some from her . "  
So  fo ' ' bout three or fo ' mawnin ' s she g ive it tub Bernie . She went ovah dere 

an '  she got it an ' she give Bernie de milk an ' hit healed i t .  But our cow milk 
wouldn ' t  heal it ' caus e our cow wus a Jersey cow - a red-lookin ' [ ! ]  cow . 

• (Where did thi s happen? Did you say where ? )  
I t  wus in Wilson , North Carolina . Ah went up dere 

mah sistah gittin '  ma ' ied - de reason ah wus up dere . 
why we commenced go in ' to de dif f ' rent facto ries - we 
t o  de Imperial an ' she got one dere . 

fo ' tub be 
An '  aftah 

got a j ob .  

a witnes s fo ' 
she go t ma ' ied , 
We got a j ob 

[My informant now tells the b es t  devi l tale I eve r heard - for others , see 
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"Demon Rider" and "Devil Tales " in FACI , 2ed . , 19 65 , pp . 747-750 , Nos . l5607-
156 1 6 . ]  

So aftah we git de j ob at de Imperial place , we runned up on a man our fathah 
knew when we wus quite kids - ' fore we were raised up . An '  he wus up dere an ' he 
wus a manager of  de Imperial - lak a second boss or somethin ' ,  yo ' know . Dey had 
him workin ' lak dat . An '  he runned across us an '  he made it out tuh know us , an ' 
so he ast us how long we wus up dere ,  an '  ah tole him . 

He s ay ,  "Have yo ' all j ' in any church ? "  
Ah t ole him ,  ' 'No . " 
"Well , "  he s ay ,  "ah want chew tuh j 1 in my church . "  He ' d  done b egun be in 1 a 

preachah . So ah tole him , ah said , "We ' ll think ovah it . "  
S o , aftah dat we s t a ' ted vi sitin ' his church .  He have a meetin ' at nigh ts -

aw , j es '  usu ' lly lak people church meetin ' . An '  so one lady wus a member of  his 
chur ch , she had a wi cked husb an ' - he wus ver ' , ver '  wee cked . An' he ' d  git drunk 
on S a' iday an ' he wouldn ' t  g it sober t ill time tuh g o  tuh work Monday mawnin ' . 
An '  so she wus tryin ' tuh g it him tuh go tuh church , coaxin ' him yo ' know ,  an '  
she E tart in t ellin ' him whut God done fo ' him , an ' God would bless him through 
all his wi ckness , an 1 he ough ta be a bettah man .  He 1 d keep puttin ' of f ,  "Ah go 
tuh church - ah ' 11 go one day . " 

So he promise her - she got him tuh promis e  her one night dat he would go .  
So , sho ' ' nuff aftah he promise her - so she stayed home dat Sunday lookin ' fo ' 
him tuh go . So he went on an ' he said , "Ah ' ll be righ t back . " Cooked breakfas t 
an 1 he went on . He said , "Ah ' 11 be  righ t b ack . " An ' when he come back - drunk 
down . She s t ayed dere all day yo ' know , thinkin ' he wus comin ' back .  She say ,  
"Well , ah won ' t go till he come . " Aftah she think preach in ' wus out , she says , 
"Well , maybe we ' ll g it dere to  de test imony , ah ' ll wai t a while long ah . "  

So , sh o ' ' nuff she waited till all , evah ' thin ' wus ovah . So when he came in , 
she had done cooked b reakfas t  an '  done - he come in late dat evenin ' goin ' on 
nighttime . So  she bust out in cryin ' an ' as t him why he done fool her an '  had 
her tuh s t ay home fo ' nuthin an '  know he wusn ' t  comin ' back .  He bust out an '  
went tuh cussin ' to her ,  tole her , "Damn de church an '  damn de people in de 
church - al l  dem sanctified people ain ' t  no mo ' n  I is ,  an '  pertendin ' - ain ' t  a 
damn thing de mattah o f  ' em - j e s '  put up through yo '  know . " So  she bus t  out , 
she went tuh cryin ' , say ,  "Oat ' s  all right if yo ' didn ' t  intend goin '  tuh church , 
yo ' shouldn ' t have tried tuh keep me from goin ' . "  Say , "Yo ' shouldn ' t  a- coax me 
an '  he ' p  me tuh go , an ' if  yo ' didn ' t  want a go tuh he ' p  yo ' s el f ,  yo ' could have 
went an '  lis ten aftah .  I t  wouldn ' t  hurt chew . Yo ' coulda went an ' lis ten [ to 
the tes timony ] aftah de [ preaching ] service . "  

He cus sed her out an ' went on tell her tuh git him somepin tuh eat . 
She say ,  "It  done cooked . Go ahead on in dere an ' git it chureself . Go out 

an '  git it , it ' s  done cooked . "  
He cus sed an ' move around in de hous e .  So  he went on in de house an ' went in 

de kitchen an '  he begin gi tt in '  him a plate an ' went to take him some rice . All 
at once - he wus j e s ' a-cus sin ' - al l at once a light come in de top of  de hous e ,  
a pearly light , it  look lak it wus a spotlight . An '  de spot ligh t came . Den [by ]  
dat time a ligh t come in de po t an '  his han '  dat wus pi ckin ' de ri ce up got s tuck 
to de pot - de spoon got  s tuck to de  pot an ' his han ' s tuck to de spoon . He wus 
j es ' a-holl!rin ' fo ' his wi fe an ' his wife thinkin ' he cussin ' an ' rais in ' Sam , 
yo ' know , as usual . Sh e went on roun ' dere an ' come on through de hous e ,  '�ut ' s  
ail in ' yo ' ?  Yo ' j es ' worryin ' me tuh death . "  She looked an ' he dere den hol
lerin ' t ill he goin ' backwards wit de pot up lak dat . She run to him an ' ke t ch 
him an ' holler , ast him whut de mattah , an ' he done got paralyzed , couldn ' t  say 
anyth in ' . But she hollered so an ' made such a loud voice until somebody come on 
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de outside . Yo ' know , dey wusn ' t fur , yo ' know , right in town , nex ' do ' neigh
bors dey come runnin ' tub see whut ' s  de mattah .  An '  she dere holdin ' de man up 
wit de pot in his han ' an ' it s tuck to him . So dey ast her whut de mattah an ' 
she s ay ,  "Ah don ' t  know, ah don ' t  know . "  An '  de light wus goin ' roun ' an ' roun ' 
up in de hous e j es ' lak a spotlight - an '  de light wus in de pot - an '  his han ' 
wus s tuck to de pot - an ' right where his han ' wus stuck to de spoon ,  look lak it 
glued in it - didn ' t look lak it  wus glued in de po t  - looked lak it wus made in
to de pot de way it wus . So she hollered an '  hollered ,  an '  dey pried dere fo ' 
about an hour an ' a half an '  grad ' lly his han ' come o f f  de pot .  [ This reminded 
me o f  the young Buddhist monk who got his head s tuck in a pot , in the remarkab le 
lit tle b ook I had read years before , The Dia;rry of a Japanese PI'iest. ] An ' when 
de han ' come off  de pot an ' dey went to ho l '  him , yo ' know , he j es '  dropped ,  j es ' 
lak a beas t , an '  dey - it was a hallway dere , j es ' lak a hallway dere - an ' dey 
had a sleep in ' couch in de hallway , yo ' know , an ' dey layed him down on de couch 
an '  covered him up ,  put a sheet on him an '  he went tub snorin ' j es '  lak somebody 
snorin ' , sleepin ' . An '  he j es ' sno re an ' snore an '  snore , an '  people come in 
from far an ' near , an '  dey put it out in de papahs de next day .  An '  de people 
wus goin ' dere so , till dey had tub had guards - de policeman had tub stan ' at 
de do ' an '  j es '  guard de people in . An' dere wus people goin ' in dere lookin ' 
at ' im ,  done see him , an '  dey go in '  right back . So dey had tub let dem who done 
see , go out alone - guard de one who done went in dere , out ; an '  dem whut ain ' t  
seen , guard dem in dere . 

So we went in dere an ' dey had 'magination [magnifying ] glass - yo ' know these 
glasses yo ' look through yo ' know - an ' we went in dere an '  we looked at it . 
[ She didn ' t  need any 'mayination g lass ! ]  We put de glass es - dey some kinda 
glasses dey say dey had ' em  in de wartime [see my note later ] - yo ' rememb ah dat , 
in de Worl ' War [ First ] . An '  we looked an ' ah ' m - hones t tub God ah ' m  t ellin ' 
yo ' de truth if ah nevah wish to s ay anothah word . I t  wus somethin ' in dat pot 
where he took de rice out dere , yo ' know ,  an ' dat spoon glued dere . I t  wus some
thin' in dat pot - it wus a yellow boilah - one dese heah ole yellow double 
boilahs , an '  it wus some thin ' in dat pot standin ' up j es '  lak Christ ,  j es ' lak 
de picture of Chris t . An '  He wus standin ' up dere j es ' as innocent as a lamb , 
wit dis han ' lak dat an '  a lamb wus on His ·elbow , an '  his haid - de lamb ' s head 
wus j es ' ,  yo ' know , lookin ' towards off  from His han ' lak dat , an '  He had a 
s tick ,  a walkin ' s tick [ crook or shepherd ' s  staff ] , an '  it seemed dat He had de 
walkin ' stick hung to His little fingah . An '  He standin ' an ' yo ' could see along 
heah . Look lak yo ' could feel His beard - yo ' could s ee it , yo ' know , g row from 
His mouth , when He stan '  up dere lookin ' lak dat . 

An '  it  wus in de pot dey had printed dere - yo ' know , de people print dat 
aftah dat came in dere .  Ah imagine dey had dat print in dere , "I am Christ de 
Resurrection . "  Dat whut dey had in de pot . An ' we looked at dat pot - not one 
day - no t two days - not three days [her favorite device] - but dey had dat dere 
fo ' three long weeks . An '  people from Chicago - all about us - an '  no ' th - an '  
ever 'where - come dere on de train an '  in cars an ' seen dat pitchure . An ' in dat 
town dey offered her $ 300 for de pitchure an ' she wouldn ' t  take it . An '  dey tole 
he r if she would give ' em de pot , dey would give her $ 300 , an ' aftah de pot is 
sent off , dey had it fixed so she would git a interes t or  pension or somethin ' 
lak • dat . She wouldn ' t  do it . "Dat ' s mah husban '  s weeckedness  an ' ah j es ' want 
tub keep it to look at it - it ' s so much tub me . "  

An ' so dey couldn ' t  git it out o f  her . Some people come from Chicago , I ll .  
Dey call ' em s ome gove ' ment people - ah don ' t know whut it wus but we wus dere 
dat day an '  dey came in an '  took her out in de back an ' talk wit her evah so 
long , an '  dey couldn ' t  agree her to let dem have it an ' give her s ome money . So 
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dey study a plan , an ' dey s ay , '�ell , we ' s  t ryin ' tuh give yo ' somethin ' tuh hol ' 
on dis pot until we git it workin ' through de gove 'ment , an '  we goin ' have some 
pitchures make o f  dat . "  See , dey wus goin ' have some pitchures make out it an '  
sell ' em - dey ' d b ring a lot . "But yo ' won ' let us have dis heah - heah ' s a 
warrant we b ring fo ' dis pot . "  An '  see dey show her a p apah . Well , yo ' know 
people a-worryin ' an ' upse t . Well , she thought it  wus a warrant sho ' ' nuff , an ' 
she give de pot up fo ' nuthin in de worl ' . An ' ,  honey [ I  was called honey by 
several women ! ]  dey didn ' t  g ive her nuthin - tole her in ten days she ' d  he ar from 
de po t ,  dey ' d  send her a pension . An ' dey took dat po t .  An '  yo ' know when she 
heah from dat po t? When it come out in de p ap ah - de pitchures dat wus made of  
de pot , an'  whoevah wanted a pitchure could buy it . An' de  man dat wus runnin ' 
de ' bacca plant where we worked fo ' ,  he bought one an ' placed it  right up in de 
factory , an '  ever ' body could s ee it , an ' she would j es ' bus t  out in cryin ' when 
she ' d  see it . She knew dat whut it wus . An '  i t  had on dere , "I am Chris t de 
Resurrection . "  An '  i t  had de man ' s  name on dere whut cussed - yo ' know , all whut 
he s aid an '  all , it wus down below dere . An ' den dey had along dere , " Christ is 
a man cannot lie . "  An '  "Whos omevah trus t in Chris t shall have everlastin ' li fe . "  

(Did the man die ? )  
N o  sir , h e  s leep three long days . He s lept Fhree long days an '  when h e  j ump 

up - he waked up one evenin ' de sun wus j e s ' down , look lak it wus almos t goin ' 
down . 

[ Having j us t  given me a devi Z  taZe , she logically ends the interview wi th a 
preaaher s tory . ] 

Well , it wus a man - a preach ah , he died heah las ' - ah think it wus in 
Novemb ah .  Hit wus a p reacher called Reverend Allison , an '  he wus sent to a 
church , an '  de p eople didn ' t  want him tuh dat church . An ' he wus tole dat dey 
didn ' t want him dere . So he went dere an ' he said , "Joo all don ' want me . "  He 
said , "Ah know yo ' all don ' want me , "  an ' he s aid , "j es ' ' cause ah know yo ' don ' 
want me ,  ah ' m  heah , an '  yo ' got me tub take . An '  yo ' can ' t  send me b ack . " 

An '  so some o f  de peop le in de church wus so evil an '  hated him , dey s aid , 
" I f  we can ' t  send yo ' b ack , we kin put chew six foot . "  Dat whut dey said - dey 
t alkin 1 to de b ack of  de church , yo ' know , fo ' some peop le heard dem talkin ' . 

An '  so all at once - he wus preachin ' an ' thought he wus well - all at once 
Rev . Allison , evah time he ' git in de pulpit he ' d  g it sick .  See , dey dressed de 
pulpit fo ' him .  Ah don ' t know whut dey dressed it  wit , but dey dressed it . So 
evah time he ' d  go  up dere tuh p reach he ' d  git sick . He couldn ' t  nevah preach a 
sermon lak he should . 

Well , sane of  ' em invite him roun ' to dere homes , tuh git meals , yo ' know , lak 
dey usu ' lly do preachahs yo ' know , an ' dey carried him roun ' to dis home an '  t ell 
him s it down . De ' tell him - make out dey so like him , "Oh , Rev . Allison , sech
an ' -s ech a one said dey don ' lak yo ' ,  but ah lak yo ' - ah think yore fine - yo ' 
has a nice manner an ' yo ' j e s ' se ch a fine position man" - an ' evah ' thin ' yo ' 
know . Well , dey wus gittin '  dis man fo ' de othah man , givin ' him whut dey want 
him tuh , each - s ee . An '  dey put snakes in him - dey put bugs in him - an '  dey 
put cootahs [ torto ise or turtle ] in him - an '  dey put frog in him - an '  den dey 
put somepin othah dey call inch worms . 

An '  ah wus livin ' right in b ack of him - lak dis house an ' de house right back 
out dere . �· de people keep a-talkin ' ' bout de Rev . Allison pass in ' snakes an '  
worms an ' bugs an ' things . Ah didn ' t  believe it . So ah went dere one mawnin ' 
an '  ah s et down , an '  evah time he git ready tuh make a action , yo ' could tell i t , 
he j es ' [ imitates sound] j es '  g roan l ak dat , an '  yo ' d  j es '  have tuh run an '  grab 
de p an  an ' put it undah him. So ah wus dere , ah s ay [ to his wi fe ] ,  "Ah ' ll he ' p  
yo ' ,  Mis ' Allison . " Ah see i f  de people t ellin ' de truth . S o  ah s aid , "Ah ' 11 
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he ' p  yo ' . " 
She s ay ,  "Oh , mah Lawd , ah 'm j es '  worn ou t - ah ' ve worked so hard ah ' m j es '  

worn out . "  
So  ah t ake de pan an '  ah s lip it  up undah him , an ' when he got through , ah 

took it down an '  ah look at it , dos e thin ' j es '  a-wigglin ' an '  goin ' on . Ah 
j es ' threw de p an  out in de flo ' - de whole - evah ' thin ' in it - an ' hollere d  -
dey s cared me so , yo ' know . 

She s ay ,  "Ah wus so worried ah shoulda tole yo ' dis , "  s ay ,  "several people 
been he ah an ' wait on me an '  he ' pin '  me an '  dey knows all ab out it . "  

Ah s aid , "Well , ah didn ' t  know . " Ah said , "Ooh , ah 'm so s cared an '  nervous 
ah don ' know whut goin ' become of me . "  An '  ah wus in de family way at de time -
ah thought ah done mark de baby up . Oh ,  ah wus so worried ah couldn ' t  s leep fo ' 
three or fo ' nigh ts  - j es '  worryin ' ovah whut ah seen . 

An '  so ah said , "Dat been comin ' from him all de time ? "  
She s ay ,  ''Yes 'm . " She said , 1 1At firs t  h e  s tart passin ' b lack stuff l ak  soot , 

an '  from dat he st arted dese - alive . 1 1 
An ' dat mawnin ' ah took it an ' throw it  on de flo ' , dose o le thing s wus j es ' 

keepin ' up - dere wus worms an ' it wus somepin long in dere , an ' ah axed her whut 
dat wus - a hookworm .  

She said , "No , it wus a snake . "  I t  wus lit t le baby- lookin ' thin ' s  yo ' know . 
(Did they ever get them out of  him? ) 
Dat came out a  dat man . Dey nevah cured him , no . 
(The woman in telling me these s tories , she acted them out . She went through 

all the motions - very interest ing .  Too b ad we haven ' t  a pi cture [movie ] of her . 
She told them very nicely , too . )  

GUINEA PIG AND TOADFROG 

AH WUZ BO 'N WIT DIS 

AH KETCH ME A TOADFROG • • • •  
AH ' VE  GOT CHURE P ITCHURE IN MAH MIND • • • •  

AN ' WHIP DAT FROG AN '  STOB HIM 
DIE YO ' OLE SON-OF-A-BITCH 

DIE! DIE.' 

MEMPHI S , TENNES SEE 

[ At least this woman , infoDnant 152 0 , could express her emotions and prob ably 
do a f air killing j ob - mag ically . Lat er , she will go to work with a pis tol , 
b rand-new kni fe and axe , even benedi ating a prayer . Wait ! I almo s t  forgot . 
The frog - whipped and s tobbed to death in the ti tle - happens to be me l Her 
material is on cylinders D2 3 : 7 -D29 : 7  = 2706- 2 7 13 . ]  

• 
What tub do wit chure foot track ? Well , ah 'm tellin ' yo ' whut ah know - ah 'm 

not tellin ' yo ' whut ah 'm thinkin ' [ up ] - ah 'm tellin '  yo ' whut ah know . Yo ' 
take dat le ft foot track up an '  yo ' t ake it an ' s eal it up in a envelope . An '  
j es ' lak yo 1 gonna run s omebody crazy or put ' em  a-wanderin ' an '  go in ' - when 
yo ' seal dat track up , dat left- foo t track out de hollow o f  yore feet - write de 
person ' s  name on dat envelope an '  j es '  below it  chew take [write ] de Lord ' s  
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Prayer , "Fathe r , Son an ' Holy Ghos t . "  An '  yo ' go tuh de rivah an ' yo ' take it  -
it ' s  yore le ft shoulder - turn b ackwards an '  throw it  ovah yore [ left ]  shoulder 
jes ' lak dat [ demons trate s ]  about nine foo t  backwards . An '  den whirl aroun ' an '  
go on , an '  dey will g o  de dire ction dat gone . 

[ The preceding over-your-shoulder rite , a common one in mag i c ,  is an unusual 
variant . Instead of the performer walking away without looking b ack ,  the normal 
procedure , he makes a complete whirl on his heel  be fore le aving the river . This 
whirling-on-the-heel is also a mag i c  rite - of separation , protection , contemp t , 
all sorts o f  things .  In the present inst ance , it keeps the spirit o f  the name 
( also footprint ? )  from returning . Here is also an examp le of my wool-g athering ! 
But I doub t my informant ' s  ability to have answered my ques tion - mag ically , I 
mean . ] 

Yo ' go to de te[t-foot a�BBPoad [my only example of the term] , where de roads 
fo ' ks lak dis [ demonst rates ] . 

(Cross one ano ther . )  
Cross . Dat ' s  when yo ' goin ' do away with a fellah . And yo ' take his pitchure 

on a tintype an '  yo ' carry it to de fo ' ks of de road . An '  yo ' t ake yo ' three 
needles an '  yo ' cross ' em dataway - yo ' s ti ck one s traigh t up an ' down in de 
g roun ' , j es '  lak dat , on de no ' th cornah of whe re yo ' at . An '  yo ' take dat 
pi tchure - dat photog raph pit chure dat ' s on a t'intype - an '  yo ' write his name 
down dere an ' yo ' bury i t  one inch in de g round an '  cover it up . An '  when dat 
pitchure fades away , yore gone . 

(Now , I walk out to the crossroad . Here ' s  the cross ro ad like that , the two 
roads . Now , where do I s tand ? )  

Yo ' s t ands on de no ' th s ide . 
(And then you cross these three needles ? )  
Yes , on de no ' th side righ t down in de ground [ demons trates ] .  
(You cros s  one over the other and s ti ck [ lay ] them right down across [ crossing 

each other ] , the two o f  them like that . )  
Yes , an '  den yo ' stick de o thah one [ third one] s traight up . 
(Right between the cross [ crossed needles ] down in the ground . )  
Yes . Yo ' bury de pi tchure j es '  undah dat , undah i t  - dat ' s  on top o f  it . As 

dat pit chure fade away , yo ' j es '  seein ' doctors an '  doctors an '  do ctors for de 
pain in de haid , in de s tomach , an '  all , an ' dey cain ' t  stop it . 

(All they do is j ust  wri te that name on it - not anything else , and don ' t say 
anything ? )  

Naw, don ' t  say nuthin ; j es ' fix dat je s '  lak dat . 
Now ,  yo ' take dat hair , anywhere yo ' git  it  on de body , [ even] if  it ' s  from 

down heah - if  i t ' s  from heah or any place dat chew kin g it it . Now , i f  yo ' 
wanta love dem - or if yo ' wanta love dem or i f  yo ' wanta kill dem . Now , i f  yo ' 
wanta kill dem, yo ' t ake dat hair an '  yo ' b all i t  up in a little ball . Yo ' take 
de bow out o f  de hat right heah , an '  yo ' take dat bow an ' wrap i t  up tigh t .  An '  
yo ' take yo ' three needles an ' s t i ck dem in dere , an ' de fo ' th needle yo ' b reak 
it in two an' yo ' put it cros sways on dat bow . Now , dat ' s  when yo ' fixin ' i t  
tryin ' tub kill ' em - git tin ' dat awful p ain in de haid , an '  yo ' cain ' t s top it . 
Den yo ' go to  de no ' th side of  any kinda ole tree an '  yo ' bo ' a hole in it j es ' 
about dat big . 

(About as 41ig as your finger . )  
Yes ,  an '  yo ' put dat in dere .  Yo ' write his name - write his name on a piece 

of  papah an '  yo ' wedge dat up in dere an '  take a cork s toppah an '  beat it into 
dat t ree . Say , "Die , yo ' ole son-o f-a-bitch . " Well , de tree goin ' die , an '  when 
de tree [ dies ] , yo ' die . See , dat ' s  tuh kill yo ' .  

(Now , where i s  thi s  hair put ? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wit chcraft - Rootwork - 1723 

De hair ' s  put in dere wi t de needles . 
(That [hat ] ribbon is wrapped around the hair , then you put these needles in? )  
Yeah , crossways - th ree across , an ' one [ broken] in two cross dere . 
Well , now , i f  yo '  want love wit hair , yo '  take dat hair out o f  de mole [mold] 

o f  de haid . Yo ' take de left- foot shoe - pull it o ff an' s crape in de middle of 
de bottom of it . Take dis dirt off  de shoe . 

(From the out side of the shoe ? )  
Yeah .  S o ' s  he cain ' t  tell it an '  put dat othah lit tle p ie ce [ inner sole ] b ack 

down on it . [ She meant the ins ide o f  the shoe . ]  Yo ' take dat an '  yo ' sew it up 
into a little bag .  Yo ' put chew a small pie ce o f  lodestone in it , an ' yo ' put 
chew some love powdahs in dere , an ' yo '  put chew some d:r>CMin ' powdahs in dere .  
Yo ' [ als o ]  put his name [ in the b ag ]  an ' yo ' we ar dat on yore b ody an '  he can ' t  
quit chew . 

(Any particular place you wear it on the body? )  
Anywhere ' bout chew j es '  s o  it ' s  ' bout chure body , but yo ' have tuh pull it  

off  when it ' s  done in de nigh t - dat lodestone draws it on yo ' . 
Yo ' take yore ahamber lye , j es '  lak yo '  wuz mad wit me . Ah got  a chance tuh 

come in dis room , yo '  g it dat ahamber lye an ' put it  in a little b ottle . Den 
g it a end pie ae [ see later]  dat come off  yo re body somewhere , an '  yo ' put dat in 
dere , into dat b ottle , an '  yo ' put chure needles in i t . Always work wi t dem 
needles when yo ' doin ' evil . An '  yo ' take dat an ' yo ' s top dat up wit a rubber 
stoppah . Throw it up undah de hous e  or lay i t  in de sun , or anywhere yo ' wants 
tuh , or  lay it up on de crosspiece where nuthin kin bo thah it , an '  le t de sun dry 
it up . Yo ' cain ' t make yo '  watah - de doctors will have tuh draw yore wat ah .  

(Why d o  they us e  a rubber stopper? Any part icular reason? ) 
Only so  cain ' t rot out . 
(What do you mean by the end pieaes from your body? ) 
Ah mean j es '  a piece of  yore drawers ,  or de feet o f  dem , [ or ] undah yore arm .  
Dey take dat [ human excrement]  an ' dey do ' s almos t de same thin '  wit dat . 

Dey eithah put it in a tree , de no ' th s ide o f  a tree , or s top i t  up into a 
bot t le , an '  say dem bad words ovah it . 

(Stops the bowels ? )  
I t  s tops ' em altogethah .  
We ll , l ak  dis lady lives heah an '  de people puttin ' down somepin l ak  graveyard 

dirt or somepin tuh make her move or somepin l ak dat . Wel l , yo '  go tuh de drug
sto '  an '  yo ' git  chew a box o f  lye - Red Devil Lye [b rand name - pi cture o f  a 
red devil on it ] - an '  yo '  gits s ome incense , an '  yo ' g its some dragon ' s b lood , 
an '  yo ' g it same b ay rum ,  an ' yo ' g it some oil o f  clover an ' oil o f  cedar , an '  
yo '  make all dat up into a mop , an '  yo ' mop yore flo ' , an ' yo ' repeat dat prayer ,  
"De Fathe r ,  Son an ' Holy Ghos t "  ovah dat . Yo ' s crub s yore s teps , an '  de watah 
dat comes , yo ' sweep it b ack up undah yore house . Yo ' bury yo ' a can of Red 
Devil Lye undah yore [ front ] step s , an ' one at chure b ack [ s tep s or door ] , an ' 
open one in yore house an '  let it  be open . Nobody kin hurt yo ' .  

Yeah , dey kin do i t . Some people kin do i t an '  s ome cain ' t - some people kin 
throw dere voi ces , yo ' know . Uh-huh , j es ' lak ah 'm ovah dere in dat house dere 
an '  ah want tuh throw de evil spirit ovah heah . Ah ' ll have tuh purify mah soul 
tetr days an '  ten nights an ' pray tuh de Lord tuh throw dat evil spirit ovah he ah 
int o  d i s  house .  An '  yo '  throw it ovah an '  yo ' tell ' em whut chew wanta tell ' em  
through dat . Dey be ' s leep but it will wake ' em up . Dat ' s  supposed to ,be evil 
sp irit s . 

Wel l , yo '  go  to de graveyard an '  yo '  git  - yo '  dig down by anybody ' s  [ grave ] 
dat fur in de ground on de no ' th s ide an ' yo '  git  dat dirt . Maybe ah ' m yore 
fren ' . Ah git in de house an ' sprinkle it up dere in dat cornah , a little bit 
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in dat cornah , an '  a lit tle bit  in dat one , an ' li ttle bit in dis one . Dat i s  
to make yo ' move . 

An ' all through de nigh t dat person ' s  g rave dat yo ' got  dat dirt out of  will 
worry yo ' an ' wake yo ' up , an '  torment chew so yo ' ll h ave tub move . ' cause it ' s  
go t  chure mind . 

( That is a dif ferent way o f  doing it  - to move them when you are sending the 
spirit over? ) 

Dat all g oes toge thah , when yo ' goin ' make ' em move . 
(Well ,  how do you send the evil spirit over? ) 
Well , yo ' have tuh use the Six an ' Seven Books of Moses . I f  ah had knowed 

whut chew want , ah ' d  brought it wit me . I t ' s  prayin ' an '  whut tuh do an '  how 
tuh throw it in de book . Tells exactly how tuh throw it . 

Well , yo ' j es '  git  chew a litt le hot-foot p�dahs an '  yo ' j es '  sprinkle it on 
de do ' s t ep whe re he gotta come in , an '  when he gits ready tuh go out , t ake yore 
broom an ' sweep behin ' him wit s alt an '  sug ah . Sweep beh in ' him , he won ' t  come 
back .  

(Keeps him away f rom the hous e ? )  
Yes . 
Jes ' lak yo '  had a roomin ' house heah an '  yo ' couldn ' t  keep nobody heah - de 

peop le wuz all leavin ' an '  leave all [ their b il ls and troubles ] on yo ' .  Well , 
yo ' take de lef t  foot o f  a man ' s  shoe at seven a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' s ay 
yore prayers ovah dat shoe an ' yo ' burn dat shoe . Go all through de house wit 
it , all through yore hous e .  An '  yo ' set it down an ' let i t  finish humin ' in de 
floo r an '  den yo ' seal dem ashes up . Seal dem ashes from de shoe up undah yore 
house . Dat will ke ep yore hous e fulla people . 

(Ei ther shoe is all right ? )  
No , no l De le ft-foo t shoe o f  a man . Evah ' thin ' evil goes tuh de lef t . 
Now ,  ah want chew . Now , it ' s  de left- foot sock - dey all le ft , de right foot 

don ' t  mean anythin ' . Git dat left- foo t sock an ' yo ' roll it  up right tigh t . Ah 
take some po ' tions o f  mah body o f fa me . 

(What would you put into it? ) 
Into dat sock?  Somep in belongin '  to me , if ah want chew . Well ,  any thin ' off 

a-heah or out from undah heah - a p iece undah yore arm lak dat , anywhere lak dat , 
an ' ah roll it up tigh t , an ' ah ' ll say de Lord ' s  Praye r .  Ah ' ll wrap dat up in 
dere an '  ah ' ll wet dat wit mah urinate , an ' ah ' ll put d at up ovah mah do ' dere 
an ' he ' 11 change o f f . 

( Tha t keeps the man right the re? )  
Keep a man . 
I f  ah had a man an '  ah want ed tuh g it rid o f  h im  an '  ah couldn ' t  git rid o f  

him ,  ah ' d  g o  into mah kit chen an '  ah ' d  g it me a teaspoon ful o f  cayenne peppah . 
Ah would git me two tab lespoons ful la s alt , Ep som s alts , an '  ah would put dat into 
a bag . An '  aftah puttin '  dat in de bag , an '  put a little hot-foot poodahs into 
dat , an '  put dat in de b ag in de tick fo ' him tuh s leep on . Den he will leave 
h imself . 

(That is i f  it  was a man that you don ' t wan t around? )  
Yes . 
Well , if  she loves him an '  he don ' t  love h er ,  yo ' me an? Well , yo ' git chew 

writ in ' t abl� an ' cut chew off seven pieces ' bout dis long an '  yo ' write his 
name on dat tuhnigh t . Yo ' put dat an '  de Lord ' s  Prayer into it . Yo ' lay dat 
undah yore rug . De nex '  night yo ' do de same thing dat yo ' put on de first one . 
Lay dat undah yore rug till yo ' git  de seven . Aftah yo ' git de seven , yo ' git a 
b rand-new plate an ' put dem in dere an' yo ' b all ' em  up tuhge thah tight an '  yo ' 
burn dem an '  yo ' seal dem up tight - don ' t  put his name on it - an '  plant dat 
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undah de house . Put it somewhe re where de win ' won ' t  blow it away . An '  if he ' s  
in New Yawk , he ' ll wander back .  Evah time he go tuh s leep , it ' ll come fo ' him -
j es ' to ' ment him ,  he j es ' cain ' t  res t  at night . 

(You seal this up in an envelope ? )  
Yes , de ashes dat chew burn . 
( On  the se s trips . You write his name on each s trip and the who le Lord ' s 

Prayer? ) 
Yeah , de "F athe r ,  Son an '  Holy Ghos t" - dat ' s  nuff . 
(How long are these strips of  paper you us e ?  [ She demonstrates . ]  Jus t  a 

s trip four or five inches long and ab out two inches wide . )  
Yeah . An '  evah night lak dat f irs t one , wit de pen an '  ink , fresh evah night , 

j es '  l ike yo '  put one in de re tuhnight an '  yo '  put dat one dere till yo '  git 
seven . 

(You s leep on it  at night and in the morning you put it  under the carpet? ) 
Yeah , an ' de nex ' night yo ' put anothah one . An '  aftah yo ' g i t  seven yo ' burn 

' em .  
A woman o r  a man ,  either one o f  ' em - j es ' t ake de s eat outa dere drawahs an '  

yo ' sew dem up into a place dat chew wanta kill ' em .  Now ,  dat ' s  fo ' killin ' . 
Or , if yo ' wanta love ' em ,  yo ' kin sew i t  up an ' wear it right nex ' to yuh . S ee , 
dat ' s  tuh love ' em .  But , if yo ' wanta kill ' em ,  yo ' cut dat seat out in fo ' 
cornahs an ' sew dat seat up an ' place dem needles in dat seat - three needles in 
dat seat . Dat ' s  when yo ' fixin ' tuh ki llin ' ,  now , an '  yo ' take one an '  yo ' break 
it in three p ieces an ' put dem s traight up an '  down in de hole . Yo ' go tuh de 
fo ' ks of de ro ad an '  yo '  put dat in dere an '  yo ' make dat - benediat dat prayer 
ovah i t .  

( "The Father , Son and Holy Gho st . "  You put one needle one way and the o ther 
needles running three times crosswise . ) 

Crossways . 
Well , dey kin - j es '  lak ah wants tuh ki ll yo ' .  Ah t aken me a piece of pap ah 

an ' ah cut a caske t [ coffin ] out , an '  ah line dat casket j es '  lak a caske t .  
Ah 1 11 draw yore pitchure j es ' lak ah know yore pitchure . Well , ah ' ll take dat 
pi t chure an '  ah ' ll draw dat p it chure in dat - whut chew call parchment papah , 
yo ' see . Den aft ah  yo ' draw dat on dat pi tchure , right undah dat yo ' pu t  de 
Lord ' s  P rayer ,  undah dat . Right undah heah yo ' put de many days tuh die , an '  
in dat many days yo ' ll eithah go crazy or yo ' ll lose yore mind or yo ' ll git  kilt . 

(What do you do with that? ) 
Take dat cof fin an '  bury undah de s teps , up undah de s teps o r  some place where 

dey nevah won ' t  find it , or hide it  in dey room some place . 
Well ,  buy yo ' a hunderd pounds of i ce - g i t  me [ two ] f if ty-pound pieces - an '  

yo ' write on dat i ce whut chew - 'bout chew wanta j ob ,  askin ' him ques tions j e s ' 
lak ah would be talkin ' to yo ' an ' put i t  an '  let dat s tay 24  hours . Takes dat 
out on de next hour an '  yo ' f acin ' h im  an '  his kindnes s  will f all tuh yo ' .  [The 
boss will s ay ]  "Yeah , s tand ovah dere . "  Yo ' ll git a j ob .  

Den af tah he give yo ' dat j ob - now , yo ' gotta ke tch him ' fo re his mind ' flex 
( reflects) [note by trans criber ] . Den yo ' go t t a  put somepin on yore body lak a 
seal [ see pp . 643.:.6 45 ] - lodes tone , drco.vin ' pO'I.tJdahs , love powdahs - fo ' him tuh 
love yo ' an '  [ you to ] hand le him . An '  in pas s in ' by him he git  de s cent from yo ' 
an '• he j es '  content tuh keep yo ' . 

(How do you write on that ice ? What do you write it wi th ? )  
Write it  wi t ink on dat parchment papah . 
(You put th at parchment p aper between those fifty-pound pieces of  ice ? )  
Yes . Keep i t  dere . Aw well , yo ' could keep i t  dere 48 hours wi ll b e  bettah . 

Yo ' let it stay dere , into dere , an '  go on wit chure date [ appoin tment with the 
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b o s s ] an '  f acin ' him - when yo ' go f ace him , face him at one a ' clo ck , not twelve . 
At twelve h i s  bus ine s s  is on his min ' , an ' when [ af ter ] he e at his dinnah his 
mind settle - he ' d  have hi s mind on his fami ly , an ' his mind ' s in good shap e . 
Den yo ' f ace h im  an ' he ' ll g ive yo ' de j ob .  

Yes ,  yo ' have tuh dress yore hous e wit dat if:r.aJJin ' p(JIJ}dahs . We ll , yo ' kin 
hardly gi t dem heah , but chew kin gi t dem in N ' Cleans , called d;r>(]JJ)in '  pOll)dahs , 
draw evahbo dy dat pas s de s tree t tuh come in - awful good smellin ' odors . An '  
dey ' ll come in dere . An ' in drawin ' dem people dere yo ' goin '  draw de law in . 
Now whut chew g o in ' do ? Well , go tuh de drug sto ' , or yo '  kin go tuh a g ro cery 
sto ' , an '  g it chew some b lues tone an ' git chew s ome copperas whut chew g ive dogs .  
G i t  chew b lues tone an ' dat , an ' yo ' beat i t  up tog e thah , an '  i n  beatin ' it up 
toge thah yo ' pu t i t  in a l ittle s ack ,  an ' yo ' j es ' t ie a s t ring roun ' i t . An '  
wri te de Lord ' s  P raye r on i t  - no t dat s ame praye r ,  j es ' any praye r - wri te dat 
ovah yo ' [ f ront ] do ' an '  ovah yore b ack do ' dere an '  down undah yore fee t . Dey 
[ the law] come de re mad , goin ' rai s e  S am ,  but dey do nuthin ' b out i t . Dat takes 
ca ' o f  ' em .  

W€ 11 , j e s ' lak yo re mad at me - me an ' yo ' done had a b ig argument an '  ah 
wants tuh g i t  rid o f yo ' but ah wants tuh put chew in a s Z.(JIJ} de ath . Yo ' go tuh 
de - ah don ' t  [ know] whe thah yo ' kin g it ' em at de gro cery s to ' - anyhow , where ' 
dey kill b ee f . Yo ' g it chew a ole beef tongue meat , let de cow be old , old as 
yo ' kin - one dem lon g  tongues . An '  in g i tt in ' dem long tongues , yo '  lay dat 
tongue down j e s ' l ak dis is now [ demons trates ] - [ l ike ] s omeone layin ' down daid 
chere . Yo ' g i t  chew a b rand-new p o cketkni fe ain ' t  nevah been us ed . Yo ' gi t hold 
of dat kni fe an '  s ay ,  "Son-of-b i t ch , die , die" - drive de knife in an ' s ay ,  "Son
o f - a-b itch , d ie , die - dwindle away - can ' t  s t ay heah , cain ' t  st ay nowhere , until 
yo ' daid . "  Yo ' cut it in half an '  yo '  go to yore front g ate an ' yo ' dig a ho le 
de re an ' yo ' bury it j es '  lak a grave , an '  yo ' build i t  l ak  a grave [ mound and 
tomb s t one ] ovah i t .  An '  when dat tongue rots , he eithah fall f rom a stroke or 
dwindle away , but dey g one . 

(That ' s  very good . )  [ She mus t h ave put on quite an act for this comment . 
Remembe r ,  thi s  s Z.(JIJ}-death rite , she demons trates every de tail . ]  

Well , yo ' go t o  somebo dy ' s  home or yo ' kin go tuh de [ hoodoo ] drugs to ' an ' yo ' 
git a b lack hen ' s  aig an '  yo ' take dat b lack hen ' s  aig an ' yo ' git chew a papah 
o f  needles dat ' s  nevah been used . Unders t an ' me . An '  yo ' g o dere where dat man 
wuz killed at , right whare he wu z  layin ' at , an ' yo ' don ' t know who did i t , but 
chew j es ' dis t rust in '  de law tuh f ind ou t ,  to make ' em come b ack , an ' yo ' bury 
dat at da t p la ce , right dere wit dat aig down . Yo ' make a li t t le hole in dat 
aig an ' in fixin ' dat aig put de Lord ' s  P r ayer on dat aig an ' bury it right dere 
wh are dat man wuz killed at an ' wuz layin ' where yo ' found him . Yo ' bu ry  i t  dere 
an '  g o  tuh de g rave whare he ' s  buried at . Yo ' g i t  chew two aig s .  Yo ' take one 
o f  dese aigs an '  yo ' g i t  chew a quar t o f  vineg ar an '  yo ' write dis daid man ' s  
name on dat aig an '  put dat aig in dat vineg ar an ' in 24 hours i t  will eat dat 
shell off i t , an '  den yo ' t ake dat to de no ' th cornah of dat grave an ' yo ' b ury 
dat aig dere , an ' in s even days dat man wi ll g ive up . 

(How many egg s  do you bury there ? )  
Now , yo ' have two , one a t  de foot an '  one a t  de pl ace . S ee , d i s  one yo ' t ake  

t o  de g rave d e  shell ' s  b een e t  o f f  o f , an '  yo ' bury dat in dere .  Yo ' don ' t  make 
no hole in �at . Bury dat on de no ' th s i de an ' dat man will g ive up to de law . 

(You bury one egg where he i s  killed and one egg in the g r ave . Wh at do you 
do with thos e  needles ? )  

Dat needle dat chew g o t  dere ,  yo ' leave dat needle in dat aig d at yo ' pu t 
ch ere - yo ' don ' t put no needles in dat aig yo ' carry tuh de grave , none at all . 
Jes ' bury dat dere . Well ,  he cain ' t  s leep , h e cain ' t  res t ,  he c ain ' t  s tay no-
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whe re , he j es '  t orment ed out o f  his life . Dat ' s  d e  evil spirit to rmentin ' yo ' . 
(How many needles do you put in that egg ? }  
J es ' one right dere - one s ti ckin ' all de way through so ' s  i t  drip . See , dat 

give s  him t ime tuh wande r an ' wander , an '  den he wande r righ t b ack up dere . 
Ah don ' t  know whethah yo ' kin git i t  heah - g it John de Conker an ' put a wad 

of it in y ore mout ' ,  j e s '  b e f o ' dey have trial . Go in dere an '  sp i t  it all ovah 
de co ' t room . Jes ' go in dere when de b oy ' s  cleanin ' up . Je s ' spi t i t  all ovah 
dat co ' troom , or even go b ack in where de box where de j ury is g o t t a  b e , an '  all 
undah de fee t , an '  if yo ' git - yo ' k in sp it a l i t tle b i t  on de Bib le . See , now , 
yo '  want dat man out a dere , now . 

Wel l , if y o ' want a  come clean , yo ' put de j udg e ' s  name , y o ' put all de men ' s  
name , all but de j urymen ' s  name in dat i ce ,  ' bout three days b e fo ' co ' t , an ' dey 
find yo ' not guil ty . 

(You t ake a pie ce o f p aper ? )  
Yeah , p ar chment p apah . 
(And you write the of ficer ' s  names on the parchmen t p aper on the i ce ab out 

three days before ? )  
Yeah . Fi fty pounds o f  i ce on top an '  fi fty pounds at d e  bot tom ,  an ' j es '  let 

i t  s t ay dere . Dey cain ' t find yo ' [ guilty ] - dey all in sympathy wit yo ' .  
Wel l , now , a b lack can dle . Dey ' s  2 5 ¢  - dey come ab out dis t all . Jes ' l ak  yo ' 

want a kill me . Yo ' wr ite mah name all ovah dat candle an '  yo ' burn i t  seven min
utes in de mawnin ' an ' s even in de evenin ' - twi ce a day till dat cand le is burnt 
up , an '  dat kills him [me ] . 

Now , t uh  draw a s trang ah of yores dat chew love an ' he ' s  g one - he ' s  in 
N ' Yawk . Yo ' git a red candle an ' yo ' l ight i t . Yo ' wri te his name on dat candl e 
an '  de Lord ' s  P rayer on dat candle . [ Her Lord 's Prayer p revious ly g iven is '�ame 
o f  Fathe r , Son and Holy Ghos t . " ]  Do it in de mawnin '  an '  do it at nigh t  an '  read 
de Six an '  Seven Books of Psalms [ Mo s es ? or Ps alms 6 and 7?. ]  ov ah evah night . I f  
he don ' know whe re yo ' is , he ' ll come ' quirin ' - i f  he ' s ab le , askin ' ' b out chew . 
He ' s  t o ' ment t i l l  he walk in on yo ' .  See , dat ' s  a red candle . Da t me ans love . 
A bl ack candle me an s  death . A wh ite candle it means upright . 

(What do you do wi th the wh ite candle ? )  
De white candle , � ·  dat ' s  humin ' on de Lord , j e s ' lak y ore holdin ' mee t in ' 

he ah in dis room an ' yo ' wanted s ome good news from heaven - yo ' ligh t fo ' 
candle s an ' o ffer up yo re prayahs . Dat ' s  all de l ight dat chew have when yo ' 
us in ' de Lord ' s  S uppah roun ' de t ab le tuh g i t  good things . 

We ll , in writ in ' ,  yore h an ' an ' lay in ' yore arm down lak dat , de s cent from 
y o ' g i t s  on dere . Well , yo ' kin t ake dat han ' writin ' dat dey write to yo ' an '  
yo ' kin dress dat le t t ah  wit evi l,  dus t or evi Z oi Z  o r  any th ing lak dat tuh eithah 
kill ' em or draw ' em to yo ' , any way dat chew want a .  Yo ' kin eithah fix ' em o r  
yo ' kin draw ' em or yo ' kin send ' em ,  ei thah way yo ' want to wi t dat . 

( Do they us e van-van here ? )  
Yeah , dey us e van- van , whole lots o f  i t , yeah , heah in Memph is . 
(Do they talk mu ch ab out goofer dust up here? What do they call goofer dust ? ) 

Ye ah dey t alk ab out dat goofer dust heah . We ll , i t  suppo sed tuh b e  - dat 
goofera dus t it whut chew call hot-foot pOIJ)dahs . I t ' s  b rown , ho t-foo t poUJdahs . 
Yo ' put dat down j es ' lak ah told chew ' bout keep in ' dat fellah out . Dat ' s dat 
go�fer dus t .  

Got t a  g it d at Six an '  Se ven Books of Moses an '  read it an '  t ake dat Zuaky oi Z 
an '  dat • • •  an '  y o ' make dat up an ' yo ' put dat draJ.Jin 1 pOIJ)dah . . •  

[ The three periods show th at I turned o f f  my machine twi ce , not expe c t ing any
th ing f rom the Six and Seventh Book of Moses , but she began to talk about a toby. ] 

(That is what they call fixing a toby . ) 
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Dat ' s  a toby . 
(This is a gamb ling toby . Tell me again the ingredients you put in there . )  

[ She repeat s wha t  she had s aid and adds to it . ]  
This is a gamb ling toby . Yo ' g it a piece o f  lodes t one an ' YO ' GIT A DAID 

MAN ' S  BONE - YO ' BUY DAT ALREADY IN A PACKAGE [ ! ] . Yo ' gi t a dead man ' s  b one an ' 
yo ' put it  in dere , an ' yo ' put some d;p(JJJ)in ' powdahs in dere , dat ' s  brown , an ' 
yo ' put some five-fingeP grass in dere . Den yo ' put chew two needles in dere , 
cros s ' em ,  an '  yo ' put dat d:P(JJJ)in ' oi Z on i t ,  which is red [ symbolic b lood ] , on 
dat j es ' be fo ' yo ' go tuh g amb l in ' . Why , yo ' put it on i t  an ' yo ' rub it  lak 
dat ,  an ' yo ' pu t it in yo re pocket j e s ' lak yo ' b et t in '  out dere , an ' if dey 
pas s  o r  didn ' t pas s , lak dat , chew put chure han ' s  on dat . See , in put tin ' yore 
han ' s on da t , dat evil spirit wil l j es ' kiak it ovah dat didn ' t want it on dere . 
But chew go t a system tuh gamble wit dat - yo ' g amble one hour an ' be o f f  two 
hours . See , yo ' cain ' t  s tand any g amblin ' - yo '  j es ' gamb le wit chure luck , den 
quit . 

(What about th at needle now? What do you do wi th that needle ? )  
Put dat needle in dat hand . Yo ' have dat right heah [ demonstrate s ] . 
(You put that in that tab lecloth . )  
I f  it ' s  [ there i s ]  a tab lecloth - if it ain ' t ,  why stick i t  up in de toe of 

yore shoe . Well , dat kills dat man ' s  hand , if he has a hand. 
Yo ' take dat hick ' ry stick an '  dat dogwood , j es '  lak yo ' go in ' - dat ' s  kil l

in ' , too . Yo ' build yo ' a fiah in yore yard an ' yo ' git chew a b rand-new knife 
an '  git  chew a pistol  an ' yo ' git  chew a b rand-new axe . De  people is at a dis
tance , but chew know dere mind into yore heart - yo ' know dere fai lure . Yo ' go 
dere an ' yo ' writ e dere name on dat woo d ' fore yo ' set it afire , an '  yo ' curs e 
i t j es '  lak yo ' - nobody but chew an ' de devil s tandin ' dere - an ' j aw wi t it , 
s ay whut chew want to it till it burns up .  An '  when i t  burns clear up , j es '  be 
nach ' ral [natural ] name is on dat , an ' he ' ll be daid , yo ' see . 

Yo ' do j es '  lak yo ' chopp in ' it . Don ' t  be choppin ' but ack lak yo '  choppin ' ,  
but yo ' punch i t  wit dat knife , jes ' j ab  lak dat wit de kni fe till i t  burns up . 
An '  when it burns up into ashes , an ' his name be on dat - his name goin ' be on 
dat � yo '  take it tuh de rivah an ' yo ' throw i t  ovah yore left shouldah , an '  yo ' 
benedi ct dat p rayer ovah dat shouldah , an ' walk seven foo t b ackwards ' fore yo ' 
turn roun ' , den turn roun ' an '  go dat way an ' nevah look b ackwards . 

(You use the pistol in i t , too? ) 
Yeah , yo ' has yore pis tol j es '  l ak  yo ' goin ' kill somebody ; j es '  lak yo ' mur

derin ' someb ody , l ayin ' down dere . 
Now , i f  dey [ live things are ] int o yore intestines , in yore s tomach lak dis , 

de first dose yo ' take , or de doctor have tuh give it tuh yo ' ,  yo ' go dere an '  
git  chew s ome flaxseed meal . Yo ' take two tablespoonful an '  put ' em into a boil
in ' cup o f  watah an ' yo ' whip dat up aft ah it sets fo ' twenty minutes an '  drink 
all da t down . Den aftah hi t lays in yo ' one or two hours , yo ' git  chew a package 
o f  hoEs , an '  yo ' take one teaspoonful o f  dat hops , an ' yo ' put it  into dat cup of  
boilin ' hot watah an ' yo ' drink dat down . Den af tah yo ' drink dat down , yo ' git 
into bed an ' in ab out maybe half an hour , yore bowels will move , an ' ah don ' care 
if it ' s  g las s  or whatevah it is into yore s tomach , it ' ll go  into dat s lop j ar .  
Yeah , dat ' s  de live thing - dat ' ll be right into dat s lop j ar .  

I f  ah wansed s omepin tuh happen tuh yo ' ,  ah ' ll take a ' p linter outa dat tree 
dat de lightnin ' have s truck an ' ah put s ome of dat goo[eP dus t as yo ' call it 
[ she had said hot-foot powder was goofer dus t ] on dat an ' ah ' ll s t i ck i t  down in 
de g round by yore hous e ,  right de re where yo ' ll be to ' mented till yo ' move from 
dere , ei thah [ that or else] dat house will be hit  ag in by lightnin ' .  

It ' s [ a  whirlwind is ] a sign of  dry weather , an ' it ' s  de s ign of or token o f  
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someone dyin ' in yore family lak dat .  If it goes s t raight up lak da t ,  it ' s  a 
true sign o f  someone yo ' goin ' tuh lose in yore family , i f  yo ' don '  put chure 
foo t on it . Bu t if it ' s  a whirlwind j es '  g i t  out right dere an ' j es '  go on down 
de s tree t  lak dat - j es '  de minute it ' s  a s to rm  comin ' .  

[ A  weak whirlwind of  short durat ion means death o r  is "a s ign o f dry weather ; "  
a s trong whi rlwind going down th e road , "i t ' s  a s torm comin ' .  " ]  

Wel l , j es ' l ak i f  mah husb an ' s  in N ' Yawk an ' ah live heah - he don ' t  do any
th in ' fo ' me - ah g i t  me a lamp an ' wash i t  out ni ce an '  cle an  an ' ah f ill it  up 
full of oil an '  ah put me a pie ce o f  red fZannen [ f lannel ]  in dere . Ah ' ll write 
his name in dere an 1 de Lo rd ' s  Praye r an ' mah name in dere - an ' mah name in 
dere , an '  mah numb ah where ah l ive a t . Ah burn it al l dat long an '  nevah let it  
go  out , j es ' lower yore flame [where ] i t  j es ' kin burn . He ' ll send all  his money 
home an '  he ' ll come home his self . 

I f  a man is runnin ' aroun ' af tah o thah wimmin an '  yo ' wanta b reak him up -
don ' want him tuh have nob ody but chew - yo ' take j es '  some of  his p ants . Yo ' 
know yo ' wash his underwear . Yo ' git  chew a snai l an ' yo ' take dat snail an ' 
his clo thes he goin ' put on , don ' pu t  i t  nex t  to him ,  put i t  on de outside , j es '  
right up an '  down he ah . 

(Right in front of  his cro t ch . ) 
Jes ' so i t  won ' te ch him , but it  wi ll te ch de woman but not h im . Put it up 

an '  down dere an ' he go tub deal wit a woman an ' evah time he go tuh have he r 
it ' ll fall . An ' when he push ag ains t her , well things come on her j e s ' l ak  she 
go t de pops an '  turn her wrong s ide out - an '  she ' l l go tuh do ctors an '  go tuh 
do c tors an '  go tuh do ctors , an ' dey cain ' t  cure it . Dey won '  know whut tuh do 
fo ' it tuh gi t it off . 

Wel l , af tah yo ' done did h er dataway , maybe yo ' git  in symp athy wit her an '  
yo ' wanta t ake it  off of her ,  den yo ' l l go tuh de drug an '  git chew a bottle o f  
carbol i c  acid . An ' yo ' make her s e t  in i t  mawnin ' an ' night , three t imes a day 
in that carboli c acid - se t  down in a pan o f  watah , j es ' se t in i t  till i t  draw 
it off . An '  j es '  take j es ' nuthin but sulphur - j es ' puttin ' sulphur onto i t . 
D at 1 s  all of it . Ah di d so  many cas e heah l ak dat . 

Jes ' lak yo ' wanta tie yore ole man when he ' s leep in de bed . Take yore cord 
s t ring an ' make yo ' a measure . Yo ' measure him an '  tie a kno t dere . Yo ' measure 
aroun ' dere an ' tie a knot dere . Take nine knots - tie nine kno ts an '  yo '  take 
i t  an '  yo '  wipe i t  up an ' yo ' git his s tuff on dat , an '  tie it righ t roun ' heah ,  
wi t chure s i lver dime . He cain ' t have nob ody else . 

(Ei the r leg , j us t  below the knee ? ) 
Either laig , yeah . He cain ' t  have nobody else . Yo ' know , yo '  kin use it j es '  

lak it ' s  yore gartah . 
Well , yo ' t ake a dirty dishrag an ' yo ' have conne ction wit yore husb an ' an ' 

yo ' wipe him wit it  - yo '  don '  wipe  yo ' s el f  - an '  yo ' fold i t  up in a hard kno t 
an '  keep it up undah de bed . All yo ' do , use dat s ame dishrag - yo '  don ' t do 
nuth in in de world but dat - an '  he cain ' t  have nobody but chew . He fall every 
t ime he git to a woman . 

I f  a man ' s  a heavy likkah drinkah an ' yo '  want him tuh stop drinkin ' .  Now , 
dat ' s  somepin yo ' gi t an '  put it  in , but it ' s  che ap but it  goo d . Do i t  an '  yo ' 
kin try it on anyb ody . G it chew s ome aspi rin tablets , j es '  nuthin but natural 
aspirin tab le ts , an '  yo ' put it  in dat whiskey an '  let it set . Aftah i t  set dere 
ovah nigh t all night long , g it up an ' s train it de nex ' mawnin ' ,  an ' when he buy 
him s ome whi skey , j es '  put a lit tle b i t  of  dat in dere , or ei thah set it down 
dere an ' let him drink i t ,  an ' he ' ll drink out i t  twi ce but he ' l l nevah drink no 
mo ' whiskey . 

Dey take de live catfish an ' dey s tick a knife , a b rand-new knife in his tail 
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an ' dey kin git only three drop s o f  b lood an '  put it in a pint o f  whi skey , an ' 
let him drink it , but dat migh t ' ne ah kills him . I t  s tops him but . 

I f  s omeb ody b reak in mah hous e  an ' s teal evah ' thing ah got , ah don ' know who 
tub have ' res ted . Maybe ah got a ole wagon b ack out de re in de y ard . Well , ah 
go an ' git somebody tub block dat wagon up , so ' s  ah kin turn dat wheel . Ah ' ll 
write each name on seven o f  dem wheels [ spokes ] . Ah ' ll go out dere evah mawnin ' 
fo ' seven minutes  an ' turn dem whee ls - seven minutes an ' s ay de  Lord ' s  Prayer 
ovah it when ah ' m st andin ' dere , an ' he ' ll eithah come an ' tell yo ' he ' s  got dem 
thin ' s  or bring ' em b ack , or  put dem down where yo ' kin git  dem . 

(You turn that wheel ei ther way? ) 
Eithah way yo ' want a , j es '  so  yo ' turn it . )  
Yo ' take a brand-new fi le - j es '  lak ah ' m poisone d ,  yo ' take a b rand-new file 

an ' a brand-new dime an ' yo '  take dat dime an ' yo ' g rate it  up . Jes ' lak i f  
someb ody done poisoned yo ' an ' yo ' almo st ready tuh die an ' de do ctor cain ' t  
s ave yo ' ,  yo ' j es ' git  chew one aig an '  yo ' whip dat aig up until it  git j es ' 
lak yo ' goin ' g ive a cake , but yo ' takes de white , not de yal lah . An '  yo ' grates 
dat dime an ' yo ' whip it int o dat an ' yo ' give ' em dat , an ' evah b i t  of it from 
heah will come b ack out , b oth way s  - it come s out a yo ' an '  yo ' kin s ee it in de 
slop j ar .  Dat wi ll kill  poison righ t now . 

Well , it ' s  [ a ] key yo ' know . People in dis co untry is not ab le tub g i t  dat 
key . [Machine s toppe d . ] I t ' s  lak if  yo 1 wuz a thief or yo ' wuz a b ank robber , 
s omep in lak dat . Yo ' have tub git  dat from down dere . Ah couldn ' t  g i t  chew dat 
key . 

(You get that down in New Orle ans at the Blackcat Drug S tore . [ She told me 
this while machine was stopped . ] I s  that anywhere near the Crackerj ack [ Drug 
S tore ] ? )  

Yeah , not far . 
(That ' s  a key that is supposed to fit  any lock? ) 
Any lock ,  don ' care whut kind of a lock .  
(And is the re powder already on th at ? )  
It ' s  already made o f  dat s tuff - open any do ' - dat key cos t $500 [ this 

wonderful key as well as price is folklore ] .  
Jes ' lak yo '  live heah in dis house heah an '  spirits an ' thin ' s  - yo '  know 

dere ' s  sech thin ' s  as sp irits - dey wo rry yo ' .  Jes ' lak spirits worry yo ' an ' 
j es ' run evah night , throwin ' down thin ' s  in heah an ' yo ' heah i t  - yo ' cain ' t  
see nuthin but yo ' kin he ah it . Why yo ' g it up an '  git chew two b rand-new ten
penny nails an ' nai l one ovah dat [ b ack] do ' an ' yo ' nail one ovah de front do ' 
an ' [ with several more nails ] nail one ovah each one yore windahs , an '  nail one 
right down at chure bed . Dem spirits ain ' t  goin ' worry yo ' no mo ' in dere . 

Yo ' kin us e dat on yore own dog , j es '  lak yo ' had a dog an '  he run aroun ' an ' 
he won ' t  s tay at home ; take de s ciss ors an ' cut de hair o f f  his tail an ' bury it 
at de s teps , he won ' nevah leave home . 

Well , it ' s  j es '  - dat ' s  almos ' like a person sick o f  religion when yo ' do dat . 
Yo ' h ave tuh sell yore s oul to de devi l tub do dat . Nobody wit common b rains 
hardly would do dat ' cause he have tuh sell his soul . 

Now , yo ' have tub purify yore soul thirteen days an '  thir teen nigh t s  an ' re ad 
dat Six an '  Se ven Books o[ Moses - thirteen days an ' thi rteen nigh ts wit ' out even 
a drink . Dan on de fourteenth night , yo ' ket ch yo ' - maybe yo ' have dat b lack 
cat b ack dere in dat room dere an ' yo ' have yore boilin ' watah one hour j es '  
b efo ' an '  yo ' take dat cat ' live an ' yo ' drop him into dat pot ' live , an ' yo '  
set dere unt il  all de hair cooks o f f  o f  him an '  all de meat cooks o f f  o f  him .  
Den yo ' set him as ide till he gits cold enough fo ' yo ' tub reach in dere in dat 
pot . An '  yo ' t ake dat out ' fore de lookin ' g las s an '  yo '  t ake a bone out an '  run 
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it cros s yore mout ' lak dat , an ' yo ' keep on pullin ' out every bone in dere t ill 
yo ' git  to de right bone . When yo ' hit dat right bone in dere yo ' cain ' t  see 
nuthin , it  gits  dark . Well ,  yo ' got de right bone den . Dat ' s  de b taak aat bone . 
Dat ' s so  when yo ' caught dere nuthin dey kin do . Yo ' sold yore soul right dere 
an ' yo ' have tub keep dat b one in yore pocket , an '  evah ' thin ' yo ' do yo ' gotta 
have dat b one wit yo ' .  

Yo ' know dat b Zaak aat bone ah wuz tellin ' yo ' ' b out - when yo ' wanta make 
mus i c  easy , well , yo ' do dat an ' yo ' take dat guitar an '  dat bone . Den yo ' go 
tub de fo ' ks o f  de road an '  yo ' set dere an ' make yore mus ic  righ t  dere . An '  
den i f  yo ' s teal s  thin ' s ,  yo '  kin come in heah an '  ah cain ' t s ee yo ' ; yo '  j es '  
be gone , see . Dat ' s  sellin ' yore s oul to  de devil . 

Well , dere so  many thin ' s  yo ' kin do . Jes ' lak ah wanted yo ' tub die . Ah 
ketch me a toad[�g an ' ah t ake him out in mah b ackyard into my henhouse , i�ah 
have one ; toile t , any place ah want to . Ah know yore pit chure ' cause ah ' ve s aw 
yo ' an ' ah ' ve go t  chure pitchure in mah mind how yo ' look . Ah hand dat frog 
dere an ' in hangin ' dat frog at one a ' clo ck - yo ' s tand dere from one tuh fo ' 
an '  whip dat frog , an '  s tob him , "Die , yo ' ole son-o f-a-b i t ch .  Die ! Die ! Yo ' 
cain ' t  stay he ah .  Yo ' ll  go crazy . Die yo ' ole son-of-a-b it ch , "  until dat frog 
dies . Stay dere until dat frog dies . S tob him an '  yo ' cuss him . An ' call his 
pit chure to dat frog t ill  dat frog pass away an ' die . When dat frog die , den yo ' 
go immediately , yo ' start tub g oin ' insane - crazy . Yo ' see things , yo ' j es '  go 
crazy an '  dey have tub put chew in de ' sylum . 

(Well , all the time you are stabb ing that frog , you mus t keep my picture in 
mind? )  

Yeah ,  keep yore pit chure in mind - right into yore mind , until dat frog die . 
When dat frog die , when yo ' git ready tuh leave ,  "Die , yo ' ole s on-of-a-bit ch , 
yo ' done done me harm long enough . "  

[ That is the end of  my death by mag ic ! ]  
(From one to four in the day time . What do you do with the frog after he is 

de ad ? )  
Jes ' let him hang dere until aftah h e  comes tub b e  crisp . When h e  comes tub 

be crisp , maybe she ' s got a friend dat chew don ' like dat friend , an ' dat friend 
' so ciat in ' wit me . Aftah he comes tub be crisp , ah cut him up an '  ah g i t  me a 
rag , an ' ah pulverize him - pulverize dat frog , an ' den ah git  me s ome whiskey 
an ' ah po ' it onto it , an ' le t it set dere seven days till it soak through it . 

Den maybe yo ' drink i t . [ I ]  j es '  say ,  " Come on an '  have a drink on me . "  Dey 
goes back fo ' de drink ,  gives yo ' a drink , an ' ah po ' me out some in a teacup an ' 
make out lak ah ' m  drinkin ' ,  an ' ah 'm  leavin ' it settin ' dere . Some live frogs 
will come into yore s tomach . 

[ I  am killed a second time . ]  
To make a man tub come back home , yo ' git  chew a frog an ' git  a man ' s  le ft

foot shoe . Fore yo ' put dat frog in dere yo ' roll some sho ts an ' he ' ll pick up 
shots . Yo ' roll dem dere an ' he ' ll pick ' em up , an ' when he gits  full yo '  lift 
him up wit chure left han ' an '  put him ovah in dat left shoe . S top him up in 
dere t ill he die . Den yo ' t ake dat frog out a  dere an ' yo ' bury dat f rog at chure 
front do ' .  An '  dere ain ' t  no way in de wor l '  fo ' dat man tub leave dere wit his 
name in dat frog dust undah de do ' . He cain ' t  leave dere . Ah don ' care whut 
che� do , he goin ' raise S am  tub stay dere ;  but he ' ll beat chure brains out he ' ll 
stay dere . 

Well , dey take de� lit tle ant aigs , all de ant aigs yo ' want an '  dey put it  
into a bottle an ' put ' em up an ' let ' em dry . Jes '  lak yo ' do  a snake , i f  yo ' 
wanta dry a snake an '  want a put snakes in yo ' ,  yo ' let dat snake dry up . S o  yo ' 
put ' em  up dere an '  aftah dey dry , yo ' po ' a lit tle whiskey on ' em .  De whiskey 
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will e at ' em up . An '  yo ' give a person a drink o f  whiskey o r  drink o f  wat ah , 
drink o f  coffee , dat will bring live things in ' em .  

Da t makes fas t luck . Dat ' s  fo ' a gamb lin ' han ' .  Yo ' don ' need nuthin but 
dat b at . T ake dat b at an ' s ew it up an '  put him in yo re pocket . Dat ' s  luck , 
awful good luck . All bat s  - he ' s  a lit tle b i t  o f  thin '  aftah he withahs up -
little bit thin ' j e s ' ' b out b ig as dis aftah he withahs up . Yo ' sew it in red 
flannen . Put h im  in dere an ' a p ie ce of  lodestone - dat ' s  all yo ' need . 

(You s ew it  up alive ? )  
No , le t  him die - an ' let him set de re an ' wi thah up an ' g it dry . Put dat 

lodest one into him an '  mayb e some anvi l dus t into dat , s ew it up an '  keep it in 
yore po cke t � keep it de re . 

(Anvi l dus t ? )  
Yes . 
Yo ' use de bird ne st fo ' plant in ' thin ' s in it , j es '  lak yo ' want somebody 

tuh die . Yo ' t ake dat black hen ' s  aig an ' yo ' �ss it  an ' put i t  up in dere 
an '  when de sun dries it  up � why dat kil ls ' em .  

(How would you �ss that b lack hen egg ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat b lack hen ' s  aig an ' yo ' wri te de p eoples name on dat aig 

wit ink , an ' den aftah writ in ' it in dat aig , yo ' run yo ' s  need le s through dat -
two needle s through disaway ,  two needles through disaway [ demons trates ] .  

(Here ' s  the leng th of  the egg . You put one needle through one end and one 
through the other , lengthwise of the egg . ) 

Yeah , dat ' s  right , j es '  cro ss ' em  in dere j es '  lak dat . Den yo '  go  de othah 
way an '  yo ' run de same through dis way , an '  yo ' turn it ovah an ' yo ' cro s s  it  
through dat away . An ' yo ' wr ap dat up nine times an ' good so dat nob ody kin tell 
i t ' s  a aig , an '  put dat b ird ne st up on t op o f  d at . When dat aig dries up dey 
wil l  d ie . 

(You put this in the b ird nes t  in the t ree? ) 
Up in de t ree . 
When yo ' do dat chew waverin ' a person ' s mind - yo ' runnin ' a person crazy . 

Jes ' lak ah come in he ah an ' maybe s te al yore drawers or yo '  ole hat [ she is 
looking at my "ole hat" wi th concealed mi crophone ] or s omep in or o th ah , an '  ah 
put dat hoodoo dus t as yo ' call it into dat . { She me ans goofer dus t  as I called 
it . ]  Ah write chure name into dat an ' ah ' ll cross  dem b lack needles into dat an ' 
put it up dere , an ' as de wind blow dat yo ' lose yo re mind . Put dat up in de 
tree , way up whe re nobody see i t  chew know . 

We ll , de dirt dauber nest , yo ' t ake dat dirt dauber - dat ' s  de s ame as gitt in '  
graveyard dirt . Dat ' s  j es '  de same an ' yo ' plant i t  in each one o f  de cornahs of 
de hous e an ' make de peop le move , dey cain ' t s tay de re . Don ' do nuthin but say a 
prayer ovah i t . 

(What does i t  do to  the p eople ? )  
Dey will leave dere . Dey ' ll move 'way from dere . 
Aw - j es '  lak a cow , a nice fed cow dat eat clean food , yo ' t ake dat manure 

an '  yo ' s t eep dat . Yo ' give her one cup-a tea - one t ab lespoonful of it three 
times a day fo ' ' b out three months . Dat wi l l  kill T . B .  

Heah tell o f  ' em us in ' dat . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh kill diff ' rent diseas es . 
(This mi\k f rom a b lack cow . ) 
Kill - cure T . B . , an ' in general dat kills germs . 
(Way out in New Mexico you h ave worked? ) 
Ah work out in New Mexi co alt ogethah an '  ah come tuh New O ' leans an ' finished 

�· Den ah know whut tuh git . 
(Well , were you initiated into the work in any way or anyth ing o f  that sort? ) 
Ah wuz bo ' n  wit dis . 
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(Is  the re much of it out there in New Mexico? ) 
No , i t ' s  not - it ' s  mo ' o f  a T . B .  country • • • •  

1733  

S crape de  bo ttom of  yore feet - j es '  lak yore mah husb an ' [ ! ]  an ' yo ' runs 
aroun ' an '  yo ' won ' s t ay at home an ' yo ' don ' give me no money - an '  ah take dat 
bottom . S crape any one of  yore foot s ,  don ' care - take yore fing ahnai ls an '  cut 
' em off , an ' tie ' em  up [ fee t bot toms and fingernail  cutting s ]  in a lit tle rag 
an '  put it into de t eapot or de cof fee pot , an ' make tea off  it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
an '  throw it away .  Dat ' s  all o f  it . He s t ay at home - dat ' s  love . 

Yes , yo '  kin cross it  up . Yo ' kin come into dis house heah an ' j es '  lak ah 
first told yo ' , yo '  kin g it up ovah dat do ' dere an ' yo ' kin pl ant dat hot-foo t 
powdahs dere . It ' s  brown , i t ' s  in a lit t le b ag - yo ' make yo ' a lit tle b ag of  
i t , yo ' see . But chew don ' t g it any of it on yore fing ahs - yo ' git yo ' on some 
gloves an ' yo ' p lant it . Po ' dat o ff , an '  put da t in dat do ' dere ,  an ' nob ody 
kin s t ay  in dis house . Dat ' s  �ossin ' i t  up . Dere cain ' t  nobody move in dere 
or s t ay in dere . 

(End of  1520 . This woman is a p rofess ional . )  

DOCTOR PAUL BOWLES OF NORFOLK 

YOU ARE SCARED FROM DE LAW� HE 'S A OUT TO PICK YOU UP 
DIS THING ' LL [ "HAND " WILL ] KICK YOU AND WAKE YOU UP 

SO YOU 'LL BE ON YOUR GUARD • • • •  
IT KICKS AND JUMPS IN YOUR POCKET, WAKE YOU UP 

DAT 'S JES ' DE SPIRIT DAT CONTROLS DIS THING WILL MAKE IT DO DAT 

HIT IS DE "HOLY HOODOO OIL " SEE 
DERE 'S SOME OF DEBE ARE "SANCTIFIED PEOPLE" 

DEY WHAT USES DAT 
WELL MOST DE PEOPLE MAKES DE "HOODOO OIL " 

WELL DE BES ' "HOODOO OIL " DAT IS IN DE COUNTRY TODAY 
DOSE "WITCHCRAFT PEOPLE" MAKES IT DEMSEL VES 

NORFOLK , VIRGINIA 

[ "No . 466  - P aul Bowe [ [ I have spelled his name several ways ] ]  - 713  Henry 
Stree t - Norfolk - R . D . [ [ Root Doctor ] ) - very good" - Numbers Book 442-6 21 . 
Several things from his broken-up interview are in the preceding tex t - see p . 89 ,  
No . 300 . Somewhere in the text I believe I have recorded one o f  those little gems 
lost and found several times (see Preface) , the saying that " snakes in Curritu ck 
( County ,  N .  Car . ) have no tails because C?1A1'Ljures have cut all of  them off . "  In
st ead of Madam Gri ffin (p . l309f . )  giving me this , I am now certain the s aying 
came from Do ctor Bowles , a native of nearby county o f  P asquotank . His material 
is on cylinde rs 45 8-463 . ] 

�ell , yes ,  I ' ve heared a li ttle s to ry  once ab out this ol ' thing they call the 
hoodoo business .  And once there was - b ack ,  I might say , in slavery , it was a 
man once , his name was John . And old John , he was a man that he prayed and 
prayed . Old Mas s ah  t old John , he s aid , "John , "  he s aid , "you wi ll be - so ld . "  
John s ays to  h im , he s aid , ''Mas tab ,  I don ' t  want to b e  sold . "  He says , "I want 
to stay with my family . " He says , "Well , John , he s ai d ,  I mus t  sell you - you 
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mus t be sold. " He wanted to s tay with his family . So John was a man that he 
prayed and prayed , you know , and asked the Lord to change Ole Boss ' s  mind , but 
he wouldn ' t  change his mind . 

And after while he told John t o  get all his g arments washed clean , he was 
g on ' a  sold h im .  And he [John] never could change his [Mas tah ' s ] mind . So a 
fellow says to him ,  he says ,  "You go down and see a fellah they call Cunjure 
Joe , "  says , "and ah think Cunjure Joe will do you a little good . "  

(Cunjure Joe ? )  
Cunjure Joe . So he g oes on down to Cunjure Joe and say s  to him , says , "Joe , 

I want you to do me a lit tle j ob for me . "  
He says , "All right . "  He says , ' 'Wh at is it ? "  
He says , "I 'm going to b e  sold and I can ' t  change the Mastah ' s mind • • • I been 

pray in ' go in ' on 33 days and haven ' t  changed his mind yet . "  
He s ays , '�ell , you bring me two hams and a pe ck of swee t potatoes and I will 

change your b oss ' s  mind . " So he said he would change his mind . 
So he carried him dis s tuff and he did so • • .  tells him , says , ·�ou go on by the 

grave on the le ft hand s ide you want to get two pinches of  that dirt with your 
right hand . " So he did s o .  He said , ''Now , after you g e t  it , I want you to get 
his sock • . • • " 

( Sock ? )  
"Get this dirt f rom the grave and a sock . " And he had taken dis and h e  car

ried it to - wro te Ole Boss ' s  name on a paper and put it in di s  sock and throws 
it overboard . When the tide come in [ and ]  it went out , why that changed his 
mind . 

So the next morning , he come out there , he says to him , he says , "John , I had 
it in my mind to sell you but I won ' t  sell you • • • •  I come to find you is a good 
fellow and you is a nice worker , so  I ' m going to keep you . "  

S o  Ole John went to tellin ' peop le from then on - s aid that if  you want a j ob 
did , he said to go see Cunjure Joe . He said , "I ' ve been prayin '  to the Lord for 
goin '  on thirty some days and hadn ' t changed the bos s ' s  mind , "  he s aid , "and I 
went on t o  Cunjure Joe and had five minute ' s  talk and he changed his mind righ t 
away , and he said • • •  "He ' s  got all [ ? ] [ the Almighty? ]  skinned a mile . "  He say ,  
"If you wan t a good j ob ,  see Cunjur>e Joe . " 

(Well , whe re was this supposed to have taken p lace? I mean any particular 
place ? Or j us t  a story? ) 

Oh , well , this is  what you migh t  s ay ,  a lit tle fairy tale , kind o f  a j oke ; 
but de s ame time , i t  was wha t you might say the foundat ion o f  the aunjuration 
started way back from Ole Cunjure Joe . He was a real man that carried a high 
hand at that t ime .  

(Where was he supposed to have lived? ) 
Well , the s tory says this fellow he lived at 13  ough t nuth in , Nowhere Avenue ,  

ups tairs in a vacant lot • • • •  That ' s  where he was supposed to have lived at that 
time . That ' s  the way the s tory ran .  

(Where did you hear the story? )  
Well , I heared the s to ry here in town . 
( Somebody t alking ? )  
That ' s  the idea , ye s s ir .  
(Where di� yo u say h e  lived ? )  
1300 in Nowhere Avenue upstairs in a vacant lo t .  
You might say a g irl dat you like . All you wanta do - you ' d  have to get you 

a little hoodoo oil , a little of  dis High John ae Conker ,  and Adams-and-Eves and 
mix it up togethe r , you understand , and get in the wind so she ' ll smell the smell 
of i t .  You might have it all in a little han ' kerchie f  you migh t snap her .  See , 
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when she g et up close-like , she ' ll follow you anywhere you wanta g o , you under-
s tand , and do mos t  anything you want did . 

· 

A woman can b e  playing with a man , you know , and she t ake the measure o f  
his • • •  an d  she ' ll take the meas ure with a s tring • • • and she ' ll tie n ine kno ts in 
i t ,  and sh e ' ll put it in a b ottle airtight so no air kin g e t  to it . And he can ' t  
bother wi th nob ody b ut her , and he coul dn ' t  bo ther wi th her if she didn ' t pull de 
st opper when she get ready to b e  wi th him . 

(She pulls the s topper up when she g e t s  ready to be wi th him . ) 
That ' s  the onl ie st way dat he kin b e  with her . 
We ll , de way that is did . I ' l l g ive you dat one . You want s to get a toad-

frog . Wel l , this frog is supposed to b e  whipped with two s ti cks until he rear 
up on h is hind legs . Den you have your fre sh hog lard all in a pan - let it b e  
fryin ' hot . When dis frog rear up , you t ake dis frog an d  you put him i n  di s p an  
of g rease and you fry him . And after you fry him ,  you takes him out of the pan 
and den le t dis g re as e g it co ld . Take the gre ase and put it in a b ox fo r a salve 
when it g i t s  cold . When you be wi th the g irl , you make out you are playing with 
he r ,  and you b athe he r on de ins ide with dis . And then the next t ime you ' ll 
ket Ch  a b oy dog when he is ( coming o f f )  [ comment by t rans crib e r ]  and get some o f  
his aome an d  put i t  in dere wi th dis salve • • •  that ' s  the se cond t ime .  And y ou 
g rease around in dere . And the next man that goes there he ' ll g e t  s tuck • • • •  

(Any way o f  getting them apart ? )  
Dere ' s  a way dat you g e t  ' em apart wi thout killin ' . 
You go and get you some b ramb le briars . You know wh at a b ramb le b ri ar? 
(Bramb le b riar? ) 

Yes . And you take them and you wh ip his hind part , hi s  rump with dat • • • •  

(You beat the man? Oh , you b eat the man who ' s  s tuck wi th the woman . ) 
That ' s  the i de a .  That ' s  righ t , right to h i s  rump and he ' ll t ry to come apart . 
( I  see . That ' s  all you have t o  do ? )  
Th at ' s  all you have to do . 
Well , di s pho tog raph is kinda - a bad thing . Cours e the mos t o f ' em  i s  on 

paper . P aper is kind of hard to harm a person wi t that . But on a tintype it is 
very easy . But it ' s  one way th at you kin harm ' em  on p aper . 

You wi ll take dis old pho tograph and you wi ll carry i t  out and you wi l l  put a 
t ack in it and put it on a t ree . Well , you ' ll t ake a nai l and you ' l l put i t  
right up about hi s heart . 

(Where? ) 
Righ t up about his heart on de tree . And you ' ll g ive i t a t ap nine morning s . 

You ' ll g ive i t  a lit tle drive and j us t  drive it in enough s o on the ninth mo rning 
when you drive it to the head . I t  no mat t ers where he is , where he may be -
some time you he ar o f  peop le fallin ' out , dyin ' you unders tand . The doctors say 
he go t heart troub le . The minute you hit i t  hard and s end the nail thro ugh the 
head on the 9th , that ' s  when i t  going t o  come . He ' ll drop like that - drop right 
out . 

Well , you kin get a dead man ' s  bone , and af ter you get this dead man ' s  bone -
it ' s a certain b one you g o t t a  get tho ugh . [A p reparation called Deadman 's Bones 
i s  sold - see p . l0 7 6 ,  line 3 7 . ]  

(What bone is that? ) 
• You g o t t a  get de little fingah bone off de le ft hand .  

( The lit tle fing e r  off the left hand . ) 
O ff the left band . And you t ake di s finger and you soak i t  in alcohol for 

nine days , and af ter you soak it in al cohol for nine day s , you take i t  b ack to 
th,e grave and bury it on the b reas t  of the grave . Then you feed it with sweet 
milk for nine days , and after that you do that . 
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(You swee ten it up ? )  
[ I  was not y e t  too f am i liar with feeding a hand - see HAND FEEDING , p . 57 8 . ) 

No , you bury i t  on de b reas t o f  the g rave and feed i t  with swee t mi lk for nine 
days - j us t  g ive it a lit tle milk . And af ter you d o  d at , you wanta g e t  you - den 
y ou ge t you a b lack cat and cu t a piece o f  his le f t  e ar o f f , you s ee .  Cuts his 
le f t  e ar off and then you wanta s oak this a li t t le b i t - a l i t t le al cohol into 
hi t .  Then you take dis bone and dis eat ' s  ear and y ou s ew  i t  up in a pie ce of 
red f l annel , and then you to te thi s wi t cha and you have you a l i t tle o f  this 
Hearts Perfume and a small bit o f  dis High John de Conker ,  and you ' ll dress this 
and we ar it in your p o cke t . And , you see , i t ' s  A-No . I  when y ou enemies b eg in to 
come on you . Or you are s c are d f r om de law - he ' s  a ou t to pi ck you up - dis 
thing ' l l ki ck you and wake you up , s o  you ' l l be on your guard . 

(How does i t  do tha t ? ) 
How it do it ? 
(No - you s ai d  i t  moves , i t  ki cks . )  
Yeah , it ki cks and j ump s  in y our pocke t - wake you up . DAT ' S  JES ' DE SPIRIT 

DAT CONTROLS DI S THING WILL MAKE IT DO DAT . 
(I see , tells you when the law is coming . )  
That ' s  the i de a .  In other words i t ' s good fe r a aamb lin ' hand. Y ou ' ve heared 

ab ou t dat ? When you go to g amb lin ' you wan ts to make you a thumbs tall on your 
right h and . You s ti ck this s tu f f  right underneath of it and alway s  shoo t d i ce 
f r om  th at s ame hand . This is a gamb ling hand als o . 

(I s ee . They us e i t  for a gamb ling hand , too . )  
Wel l , you take a lit t le o f  this hoodoo oi l and thi s High John de Conker and 

g e t  in dere and out wit your h an ' kerchief and let i t , you know , l e t  him g e t  a 
whi f f  o f  i t , and he ' l l conquer . In that way he ' ll give you a j ob .  You have to 
do this ab out nine mornings and I ' ll guarantee he ' l l g ive you a break .  

(What i s  hoodoo oi l ? )  
We ll , hoodoo - hit is de ho ly hoodoo oi l ,  see . Dere ' s  some of des e are 

sanctified peop le - dey wh at us es dat . Well , mos t de people makes de hoodoo oi l .  
Well de bes ' hoodoo oi l dat is in de country t od ay ,  dos e  wi tchcraft peop le  makes 
i t  demselves . 

( Do y ou know wh at it cont ains ? Wh at i t  is ? )  
We ll , yes . I t  contain a li t t le dis graveyard dus t  and a li t t le o f  dat High 

John de Conke r ,  Adam- and-Eve and Devi l ' s-shoes t ring j es ' diff ' rent s tu f f  i t  is 
made out o f . 

You kin t ake the b ow ou t o f  a man ' s  hat and take all the nature f rom him . 
(Wel l , how would they do that ? )  
The way they do that - mos t  o f  the women do ' s  this . They wil l  be wi th a man 

and they will le t h im wipe on a clo th , unders tand , and th ey ' ll s ave this come dat 
he dis charge and take s ome of dat and the b ow  out o f  his hat and j us t  s ti ck dat 
in de s ame bott le . You underst and me ? Why he won ' t  have nature f o r  nob ody or 
nuthin . They bury that . I f  he don ' t  f ind dis , it will go to his h ead - wi ll 
burt in hi s head and he ' l l die . They have to bury it upside down . 

(What comes to a he ad ? ) [ What goes to h i s  head ? ]  
Dat ' ll send i t  [ came ) to his head . They might pu t i t  in the gravey ard , a 

s inner ' s  g rave and bury i t  up s i de down , and that ' ll s end i t  to his head . 
(Oh , th at.makes his natu� go to his head . )  
A man can lock a woman , you know , with her s o ck . He g e t  a s o ck and hang it 

up about de hous e ,  and i f  she gone to Hali f ax , Nova S co ti a o r C ali fornia - any 
p lace she may go , and he ' ll do the right th ing . He call her three times through 
de keyho le at sharp nine o ' c lo ck at nigh t and burn s ome of dis High John de Con
ker into his hous e , and f i ll i t  wi th dis here incens e .  And I guarantee she ' ll 
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come back .  She can ' t  s t ay away . 
(He g e t s  hold o f  her s to cking ? )  
Ye s .  
(What does he do �ith th at ? )  
He get her s o ck and hang i t  up about de ho use . 
(Oh , he get ' s  his so ck o r  her s o ck? ) 
Her s o ck .  
(And wha t doe s  h e  do ? Hang i t  any p lace ? ) 

1 7 3 7  

Any place - in a kind of a s ecret p l ace , y ou know , where i t  won ' t  be as t irre d . 
I mean a clo s e d  p l ace . An d  call her name three times through the keyhole sharp 
at n ine o ' clo ck at night , and I guaran tee sh e ' l l come ; i f  she ain ' t  in j ai l  o r  
b ad s i ck ,  she ' l l come • • • •  She can ' t s t ay away . 

Go to a whi te oak tree . Go to a white o ak tree wh ere the ligh tnin ' have hit . 
(The l igh tning h ad s truck i t ? )  
Yes . And i f  you f ind anyone th at did - who dat you think they did s ome thing 

to you , and you kin ge t  nine of his tracks and nine of th ose sp lin tahs and put 
one in each one of his tracks . 

(Nine of those splint e rs ? )  
Yeah , and make a wish th at i f  he did i t , this thing will turn b ack on him and 

nobody can take i t  o f f  o f him . He will finally g et down and die . 
Nine needles and you kin take them n ine needles and put them under the doo r 

b lo ck or at the g ate , o r  under the hous e - s omewh ere where you s tay . An d you 
get s i ck ,  and i f  you don ' t  find dem needles , they ' l l  pin you righ t down to the 
bed . 

(They ' ll pin y ou righ t down . ) 
Yes , sir , right in de bed - can ' t g e t  up yours el f , unle s s  someone help you . 

But i f  you wise enough to lo cate these need le s and f ind ' em ,  and t ake ' em  to de 
rive r and th row ' em ove rb o ard in running water ,  he ' ll s oon run cr azy . 

(The fellow that did th at ? )  
Turn this tri ak b a ck on him . 
Go to th e ceme tery and g i t a lit tle o f  that dus t and come by and j us t throw it 

acros s your door and make a wish , and when you cro s s - you g o t ta p as s  ove r  i t  -
you g o t t a  pack up and g o . 

Then take i t  to the wa ter and throw i t  overb oard , and when the tide come s in 
and goes out , yo u will s oon leave - you g o t t a  g o , even if you was to leave every
thing you g o t  dere . You heared t alk of people le avin ' dere home - don ' t  know 
j es '  whe re dey g one , lef t  every thing . Th at ' s  wh at h appened to him . 

Well , th a t ' s  one thing you kin do if she around him . Supp ose th at he is 
fooling around wi th her . He ' ll take and g e t  a li ttle wax f rom his ear and he 
rub his tommie [ tomahawk ] wit dat . And i f  he g oe s  with her , i t ' ll burn - she 
can ' t s t and him . 

(He pu t s  i t  on himself , on his . )  
Yes , s ir , on himsel f .  And she ' ll fl in ch , you unders t and - sh e is b ound to 

j ump ,  you unders tand . Sh e can ' t  s tand it ' caus e i t  will burn h er . Or e ither , 
he kin put a li tt le cayenne pepp er on the s t ove when sh e g o t  h im .  That ' ll dr ive 
her , she got ta go out - she can ' t  s tand i t  anywheres dere . 

[ Here is a cure for no nature . ]  
• He kin go an '  g it ' im two re d on ions , an ' a b rand-new co t ton po cke t handker

chie f ,  an ' tie those onions up in there an '  be at ' em out . An '  g i t  choo a b o t t l e  
o f  spi rit s t urpent ine [ from the ] drug s t ore never b een us ed out , an ' pour into 
dis -like , into a lit tle cup or somep in an ' take an ' wring it out . Den ke t ch h i s  
tommie b y  the he ad an d  rub i t  down three time , an d  make a wish every time he do 
i t  an '  s ay ,  "You come from the devil , go back t o  th e dev i l "  - f o r  three times . 
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Well , dat all he could do . Den he ' l l b e  able to go with anybody he want to . But 
don ' t  le t dis turpentine get on his b ody ; if it do , it will burn him . Well , if 
it don ' t  work for me in fo rcing de woman , it ' ll work itself to forcing you . 

(Now , what do you do with this handker chie f that has this onion j uice in it ? 
What do you do with that handke rchief ? )  

Wel l , you kin throw the han ' kerchief away after you s train that through dere . 
Then you throw the han ' kerchie f away , but j es t  take your hand and dip i t  in dis 
stuff and rub it  on de he ad three times . Then they throw it away . 

(Then they throw it away . I see . )  
That ' ll kill de trick .  I f  it don ' t  do dat way - if it ' s  no t in de cemetery . 

But if  it ' s buried in de ceme tery on de eas t side , ups ide down , the onlie s t  way 
you be ab le to get rid o f  dat , you have to find someone kin locate dis b ot tle and 
[ or ]  tell you where to find it . 

( I  see . You simp ly have to find the bottle . Th at ' s  all you have to do . Well 
wi th thi s o ther thing , you don ' t  have to find the bottle . )  

Don ' t  have to find the b ott le - that ' s  used outs ide the cemetery . But in the 
cemetery the bot tle have to be found . 

The bes t way in de world is to do dis - on the g rowin ' o f  de moon . 
(On the growing of the moon . ) 
Yes , get you a dirt dauber ' s  nest . 
(A dirt daub er ' s nest . )  
A dirt dauber ' s ne s t  and get you a pint of vineg ar , and get you s ome High John 

dB Conker and some of dis Hearts Perfume , and you wi ll pu t j us t  nine drops of dis 
in the dirt daub er .  And den you take dis dirt daub er ' s  nes t and you ' ll s cramb le 
it all up , you understand me , into an old cup or somepin . You t ake dis , a lit tle 
vineg ar and pour it in de re and you take your tommie and wash it in de dirt daub
er with your hand . Keep dis stuff so you kin put i t  aside . And she can ' t  do 
nuthin with nobody but you . Any man that start dere will darn near fal l .  And 
af te r while the neares t  you f ind out that s omeone have come round and tried to 
get her , she ' 11 come and tell you , say ,  "I ain ' t got no nature for nobody but 
you . " But then (by that ) [ connnent by transcriber] you can be t your li fe that 
somebody b een tryin ' but they couldn ' t  make no headway with her . 

(I  see . But each t ime you go to her you have to wash . That the idea? Or 
j us t  once ? )  

Jus t one t ime .  
( Jus t once is  enough? ) 
One is enough . 
(But you got  to keep the res t o f  it . You don ' t throw i t  away . )  
No ,  you still keep i t .  
(Keep it ? )  
Yeah , you kin keep i t  twenty ye ars if you wanta - j es '  keep adding t o  it . 

Don ' t  let the cup never go dry .  I f  the cup happen to go dry , you st ill have some 
o f  that s ame s tuff - mix it  up ag ain . Keep it  in a secret place . Or ei ther in a 
bottle ' s all right . 

• 
GRANDSON TALKS ABOUT DOCTOR JONES 

HE SAID HE GOT HIS POWER FROM ABOVE 

HE WOULD PUT ON BLA CK 
EVEN HAVE ON BLACK GLOVES AN '  ALL 

HE HAD A BLA CK CAP HE PUT ON 
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HE HAD ALL HIS WORKS RIGHT DERE 
JES 1 LAR YO 1 GOT YORN ALONG HEAH 

HE HAD A LITTLE MAN 
IT WAS IN A BOTTLE • • •  

AT TIMES DIS MAN WOULD BE BLACK AS SUT 
AN 1 AT TIMES HE BE JES 1 AS BRIGHT 

AS DE MAWNIN 1 STAR • • •  

HE SAID DAT WUS HIS BODYGUARD 

BRUNSWICK , GEORGIA 

1 739 

[ This man ' s  de s crip tion of grandfather part ly des cribes himself . Where does 
grandfather beg in or end? Was there a grandfather? We are dealing with an image 
or dream se lf, cre ated by an agile mind - perhaps to hide his identity from me . 
I f  at times thi s  creation is hole-y , we mus t remember that its creator is a pro
fessional worker familiar with hoodoo thought and world . The material of inform
ant 1205 will be found on cylinders C442 : 3-C451 : 4  = 2023-2032 . ]  

Well , mah grandfather , he wus a doctor himself . Co ' se he ' s  daid now - he wus 
104 ye ahs ole . He wus bawn an ' raised in Beaufo rt [ S . Car . ] . When he got tuh de 
age o f  100 , ah wus wit him - he had a s t roke an ' couldn ' t  walk . 

(He wasn ' t  Doctor Buz zard? ) 
No sir , wusn ' t  Doctor Buz z ard . Doctor Jones . He wus a noble fellah . He wus 

in slavery-time , ole fellah . Well , ah go tuh work an '  explain i t  tuh yo ' as near 
as ah can , 

Now he wus a root doctor an '  after he got t o  be 100 yeahs ole • • • •  

Dat hair proposition , ah ' ve seen peoples come to him dat wus tricked in de 
hair an ' he would tell ' em direct ly how i t  happened an ' tell ' em  righ t where tuh 
go an ' git  it  an ' all . 

(What would they do with the hair? ) 
Well , a woman come tuh him one time an ' tole him ' b out it  dat - dat she wus a 

root-worke d. De t ime she come tuh de do ' ,  he called her name an ' tole her where 
she comed at an '  everything . Well , she didn ' t  know whut had happened tuh her , 
yo ' know , an ' he wus pas t  walkin ' den . 

He had a lit t le ball yo ' know . He had a lit tle b all an '  he had s omepin b lack 
dat he �ut ovah it . He put da t ovah it an '  he tuk it o ff an ' he looked at her 
hand an tole he r ,  s aid she wus goin ' wit a outside m an .  [ Informant will tell 
us more about this cryst al b all - see p . l72 . ]  He tole her dis man h ad taken some 
of her hair an ' taken two needles an '  cro ssed ' em  an ' put it in her do ' s teps . 
An ' so - he wus past walkin ' - so he tole me where tuh go an ' git it . Ah wus a 
boy - ah wus 'bout seventeen yeahs ole den - tole me where tuh go git it  but ah 
had tuh wait till night . So ah went an '  got it an ' b rought it b ack to him .  An '  
j es '  lak he tole her , hit  wus fixed ,  dat ' s  de way it wus fixed - some hair , a 
plait of hair about dat long . I t  wus hers ,  j es '  lak hers [ demons trates ] .  

�Long as your fing er . )  
Yes sir . I t  wus put in a b lack j1annen - b lack piece o f  clo th or somepin an '  

two needles crossed , an ' i t  smelt like it had some sulphur o r  s omepin in it . So 
he ' d  taken dat an '  burnt it  an '  taken de needles an ' b roken ' em in fo ' parts , 
e ach one of  ' em .  He broke each one o f  do se needles in fo ' parts an '  taken de 
hair an ' burnt it . Wel l , after he burns dis hair he gived i t  tuh di s woman an ' 
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he t aken some nighti.Jood oi Z .  
(What ? )  
Nightwood oi Z ,  he cal led i t . Dat ' s  whut he told me i t  wus . 
[ I  h ave at le as t two examp l e s  o f  a hoodoo t ree that shine s or g lows at night . 

Woul d nighti.Jood oi Z come from th at? Or is nightwood a co r rup t ion o f  l igh twood , 
a p ine , and the oil a crude turpentine? ] 

An ' t aken d is hair wit de burnt as hes from i t  an '  dropped about n ine drops o f  
dis nightwood oi Z in her hands an ' le t her rubbed it l ike dat - rub it ovah her 
face l ike d at three t ime s . An '  each t ime she ' d  rub it why she made a wish - j e s '  
lak dat three times , made a wish an '  done he r h an ' like dat three time an ' fold 
i t . An '  den sh e fall down on her knee s  an '  he wen t  tuh a cert ain place in de 
B ible - course it wus P s alms . De Bibl e , dat ' s de mo s ' b ook dat he worked wi t ,  
an '  de Six an '  Seven Books o[ Moses .  An ' he pr ayed fo ' her . He told her tuh 
go back home an '  at twelve a ' clo ck dat day , why dis p ar ' ic ' lar fell ah whu t  wus 
workin ' ag ins t her woul d come an ' beg h er p ardon . An '  s o  dat would - dat hap pen .  

Ah seen s eve ral peop les dat come tuh h im d at whut chew call wu s  roo t worked. 
Co ' s e ah wus o ld enough - ah wu s  1 7  yeahs o l d  - ah wu s  o ld enough , yo ' know , tuh 
rememb ah th ing s ; an ' den , in o thah words ah wus workin ' fo ' him den yo ' see , 
' cause he wus pas s walkin ' .  Well , dere ' s  a la t t a  thing s ah ' d  have tuh do fo ' 

him - shi f t in ' roun d in his room . We ll , he had all h i s  works righ t de re j e s ' lak 
yo ' got yo rn along heah . 

Ah ' ve seen p eopl es come tuh him dat wus pass walkin ' an ' couldn ' t  talk , an '  
wi t live things in ' em ,  an ' he tole ' em j es ' ' z ac t ly how i t  happen t uh g i t  i n  ' em 
an '  den he got i t  out o f  ' em .  

( Can you tell me how he g o t  them out? Tell me how they g o t  th em in , fi rs t ; 
and then tell me how he g o t  them out . )  

We ll now , dere wu s  one woman come to him . Well , she wanted tuh know how she 
become by ' em .  We ll , he tole he r d i s  - he done all good things , he didn ' t  do no 
evi l .  He wouldn ' t  do yo ' no harm . He done all g ood thing s . H e  s a id he g o t  h i s  
powah f rom above . An ' he lived tuh b e  104 yeah s  ole . 

Now he tole he r dat dis lizard would come - d at wus her enemy , about her hus
b and .  Den he cal led he r name when she entered de do ' - tole her husb and name . 
Had nevah s een ' em b e fo ' . Even tole her de woman n ame whut tPiaked her an ' dat 
wu s her h usb and ' s  sweethear t . He to le her dat di s woman goes in de woods an '  
git s a l i zard - a s co rpion .  Yo ' know whut dem i s , yo ' know . An ' she goe s  tuh 
work an ' puts it in de s t ove an ' roas ts it until it come tuh be thoroughly hard 
cooked done un til she kin make a comp ound , p owdah out o f  i t . Ah guess yo ' unde r
s tand dat chew hear dem talkin ' [making no ise s  in the b ody ] , ah gues s .  All right 
she make s a powdah out o f  dat - j es '  lak yo ' woul d  take s ome s and . We ll , den she 
goes tuh wo rk an ' cooks a meal fo '  dis woman , puts da t in i t  j es '  l ak yo '  would 
put de ' g redien t s  in a cake or p ie or s omep in . Well , she e at s ome of it . After 
she eat , why h it b e come tuh be l ive again an ' transi Zates through her b ody , yo ' 
see . Well , dat makes he r s i ck .  Well , dat ' s  root working . 

Wel l , dis woman come to him an ' he tole her all ab out i t . Wel l now , he g oes 
tuh work an' make up s ome medi cine . Ah h ad tuh g i t  all de roo t s . Wel l , yo ' 
know a kid , yo ' know , he wants tuh know every thing yo ' know . Wel l , it ' s  a lot o f  
th ings ah ' d ask him . Ah '  d s ay ,  "Grand fathe r , whut is d at dere ? 1 1  A litt l e  small 
roo t . He h� dis pl ace f ixed wi t al l dis s tu f f  an ' de firep lace yo ' know . We ll , 
yo ' know how dem ole b achelors i s . Ah s aid , "Whut kinda roo t is dis ? "  

He s ays , " Son , dat ' s  de John de Conker. " 
Ah s aid , "Whut is it fo ' ? " 
He s aid , "Well ah ' ll tell yo ' . "  He said , "I t might do yo ' good in de future , 1 1 

said , " caus e ah ain ' t gain ' be heah much longe r  wi t chew . "  S ai d , "It might do 
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yo ' s ome good i f  yo ' d tre asure i t . " 
Ah s aid , "Dis John dB Conker? " 
He s aid , "Ye s . "  
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An ' so he had a o le kni fe ovah dere - looked like a ole po tato kni fe - rus ty 
So he t ole me whut tuh do . So ah chip some o f it o f f  an '  pu t it in mah p ocket . 

Ah sayed , "Whut chew g oin ' do wi t dat ? "  
He said , "We l l , ah ' m  goin ' make me some medi cine . "  
He says , "Now , g ive me dis roo t . "  
Well , all o f  h i s  roo t s  had a name on it . 
An ' de firs t roo t he g ive me an ' tole me t uh chip s ome o f f  an ' pu t in de po t 

wus John de Conker . De nex t one wus de S amson snakeroo t .  We ll , dem two wus put 
in dere . We l l ,  h it ' s  ano ther little roo t . Ah went an ' g o t  i t  many a time back 
in de f ield . I t ' s  a s imp le thing - dey call it de bul l ne tt le [ also horse net t le 
(So lanum aaro linense ) ] . I t ' s a l i tt le bush dat g rows abou t dat high .  [ He 
demons t rat es . ] 

(About a foo t  high ? )  
' Bo ut a foot high an ' i t  got three or fo ' l i t t le b alls on i t  about de s i z e  o f  

yore thtnnb ,  an 1 h i t  got a roo t .  
( Do they have st ickers on tho s e  balls ? )  
Yes s ir ,  l i t t le s t i cke rs . [ They do not . ]  Dey han ' tet ch i t � Jesus Chris t ,  

dey s t ing . I t ' s  a bu ll net t le , see . Well , he g i t s  dat . Wel l ,  dem three roots 
h e  put s in dat wa te r an '  i t  comes t o  a boil . Well , aft er it come to a boil it 
turn tuh b e  about de co lo r  of Coaa Co la. Well , he takes dat out . We l l , af ter 
he t akes dat out , he put s a b roken dose of Ep som s al t  in dere . He goes tuh work 
an '  h e takes , ah ' d  s ay ,  ab out hal f  a dose o f  dis liver an '  tomatuh - l iverate 
[ liver ext ract ? ] . I t ' s  live rate o r  either dis b l ack drah f  [ draf t ] - one or de 
o th ah .  I t  looked like leaves g round up anyhow . An '  h e  p u ts in one o f  dem l itt le 
tea b ags yo ' know . He pu ts dat in de re . Well , all dat come s to a b o i l . Well , 
after dat , wel l  he s trains i t . Wel l , after he s t rain dat he g ives her a dos e o f  
i t , an ' h e  sets an '  holds h i s  wat ch . In ten minute s time why she have de act ion . 
We ll , a f ter dat a ct ion come , why yo ' kin look right in de s lop j ar an ' dere dey 
is [ demonst rates ] .  

- ( Running around . )  
Runn in '  aroun ' - ah me an live l i zards , runn in ' aroun ' . 
An ' anothah woman come de re wi t a allig ator in her . 
(One o f  the al lig ators ? )  
All i g ators , yes s i r . I t  wus a farmer wom an .  P eoples come dere wi t frog s  in 

' em . 
---Wel l , now di s woman come dere wit de allig ato r .  Now , h e  s tr ipped her in de 
bed . Now des e ridges - now ' long in de daytime he res ts pret ty well ; but at 
n igh t , de t ime she have her rages . 

[ Why the alligato r moved about in the woman on ly at nigh t , I do not ask in
formant . But he does s ay the ridges o f  the rep t i le ' s  hide c aused the rages . ]  

We ll , she got dere in de afternoon . Now , de d ay befo ' dis woman got dere t o  
' im - come - h e  t o l e  m e  ab out it . In d e  af ternoon he ' d  laid down an ' t aken a nap 
o f  s leep . An '  de day befo ' d is woman even come , he t o le me dat sh e wus g oin ' be 
dere . Tole me whut a lookin ' woman she wus , after he had laid down in de after
no�n an '  taken a nap . Ah asked him - yo ' know , ch ildren is very ' quis i t ive - ah 
said , "G randf athe r ,  how yo ' kin te ll dat peop le ' s  comin ' an '  yo ' ain ' t  nevah seed 
dem b e fo ' ? " He say ,  "We ll , �· " s ays , "dat ' s  a g i f t  f rom God . "  He says , "Ah 
sees dat . " 

Ah s ay ,  "How yo ' see dat f ur o f f  - two o r  th ree hunderd m i le s ? "  
H e  s ays , "Well , ah see s de individual . "  He s ays , "Dat wus gived tuh me . "  He 
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�· 1 1Dat ' s  de secre t  part of  a man . 1 1  An '  he said , "Befo ' ah dies ah 'm  goin ' 
give it tub yo ' . " He said , "Whatevah yo ' do , "  says , "don ' t give it away . 1 1  He 
says , "Co ' se ,  ah don ' t  figure dat chew ' ll evah treasure i t , "  s aid , ' 'but it will 
do yo ' good in de future . "  He said , "But if yo ' should take a notion to give i t  
away" - he s ays , " co ' se ah know yo '  won ' t  give i t  away - but i f  yo ' should take 
a notion tub g ive it away , an ' won ' t  treasure i t , it ' s wuth s omepin . "  He said , 
"It is wuth thous ands an '  thousands of dollahs . "  

He s aid , "When ah wus takin ' mah firs t step in wit chcraf t , "  he s ay ,  "ah didn ' t  
have a dime . "  He s aid , "But now ah got aplenty . "  He s ays , "Ah g i ts mah powah 
from above . " 

[The purpose of  the pre ceding financial talk is qu ite obvious . ]  
An '  s o  ah wus goin ' t ell yo ' ' b out de woman wit de alligator .  Now , she came 

dat next day .  An '  dey brought her dere on s tret chers an ' befo ' she come he wus 
drinkin ' a cup of coffee by de f ireside . He looked up at de ole clo ck - one dem 
ole- fashioned clocks yo ' see , tickin ' s low .  He says , "Well , in ab out seven min
utes from now ah '  11 have company , "  he s ays , "Rachel [ s o;ebOdy] , her husband an ' 
her two sons will be heah . " He say ,  "She on s tre t chers in de wagon - dey drivin ' 
a ole ox . "  

Ah looked at ' im .  An '  so  in ab out thirty minutes ah looked down de road an '  
ah seed dem coming but ah didn ' t  know who it  wus yo '  know . Ah didn ' t give it a 
thought , but ah j e s ' looked yo ' know . An '  so atter while dey drive up an '  hailed 
h im .  He s ays ,  "Yes , yo ' all like tuh been too late . " Says , "Bring ole Rachel on 
in an ' see whut Jones kin do fo ' her . " So in dey come . 

[The doatoP 's g reeting , "Yes , yo ' all like tub b een too late , "  is  st andard 
consul tation technique - see p . 30 7 f . Somewhere I call it scare-he ll-out-of-them 
technique . ] 

So dey put her in de bed , yo ' know , an '  s o  he had everybody tub ' s cus e de 
[ excuse themselves from the] room but me . So he s tripped her an ' so yo ' could 
j es '  look up an ' down her s ide . Yo ' couldn ' t  s ee nuthin but yo '  could j e s ' see 
her skin movin ' - kinda l ike - up an '  down her side . Den it would stop an ' when
evah it did s top why she ' d  be quiet . An '  when it move like dat yo ' could hear 
her two or three b lo cks s creamin ' .  

Well , he goes tub work den an ' he has s ome oil . I t  wusn ' t  zactly o il whut 
chew could po '  but it  wus between - it j es '  would drop yo ' know - j es '  kinda lak 
a salve but it a bo ttle , yo '  know , o r somepin like dat - like tallow . I f  yo ' put 
it  by de fire hit would dissolve j es '  enough fo ' yo ' tuh git it like dat where 
yo '  could rub it like dat an '  greas e  yo ' all ovah . Well , he got some of dat . 

Well , he had a l ittle man - it wus in a b ot tle ah guess  ab out lak dat . 
(A little what ? )  
A little man . 
(A little man ? )  
A little man . 
(Like a little figure of  a man? )  
In a bottle , yes s ir . An '  at times dis man would b e  black as sut , an '  at 

times he be j e s ' as b right as de mawnin ' s tar . 
An '  so he t ole me tub g ive it to  him . He j es '  set it up anywhere . He s aid 

dat wus his bodyguard . Jes ' lak dat ah wus goin '  carry yo '  up de s treet  an '  ah 
wus wit chew• an '  had a gun to protect yo ' .  

(To guard me , yes . )  
Yes ,  dat ' s  whut he called - it wus his gardybard [ s ort of Spoonerism fo r bo dy

guard] he s aid . · 
An '  so he ' d taken dis bot tle an '  give it  tub her , but when he g ive i t  tub her , 

dis fellah wus j es ' as white as anything yo ' evah s een . I t  wus in alcohol . De 
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minute she put her han ' on it , dat room turn dark an ' dis lit tle bottle - man 
an ' all turnt b lack . So he ' d  taken it b ack an '  set it up on de shelf an '  Uwus 
black right on . 

[ The pre ceding b o ttle is an interes ting examp le of bottle divination (see 
BALLS E IGHTEEN , p . l66) , used here to diagnose whe ther or not the p atient is 
tri aked. S ince the old man calls this bot tle his bodyguard , he conside rs it a 
companion , a Jaak (see JACK , p . l90f . ) . Informant doe s no t  tell every thing about 
the bottle .  You will remember th at grandfather "had a little ball an ' he had 
somep in b lack dat he put ovah it • • • an ' he tuk it off"  (p . l739 ) . Now here is 
what could have happened . Grandfathe r put in p atient ' s  hand a small cylindrical 
bot tle containing a clean fluid in which the figure of  a d iminuative man ,  pure 
white , floa ted . He laid a black cloth over the woman ' s  hand and bot tle . He may 
have held both in his hands , praying over them . Then he lifts the bot tle from 
the woman ' s hand , not removing the black clo th , but care fully wrapping up the 
bot tle in the b lack cloth . He lays this bundle on the t ab le ,  takes out his 
wat ch , timing something . Finally he unfolds the b lack clo th . Instead o f  the 
whi te man and clear liquid , the bottle now contains a b lack man and a dirty 
liquid . This meant that someone had triaked the woman . I t also means to us 
that the woman had been triaked twice , the las t time by DoatoP Jones . Here is 
the old two-bot tle tri ak (see BOTTLE SUBSTITUTION , p . 265f . ) . Wh at about the room 
turning dark? A l ittle addition by informant . The dark room , pos s ible only if 
electricity were available , would no t have increased p at ient ' s  faith . Few things 
and s imp le things are bes t . ]  

So she says , "Well , DoatoP Jones , whut i s  mah t rouble? " 
He s ay , "Well , '"'SiSter , yo ' j es ' been tri aked . "  
She s ay ,  "Well , how it happ en? " 
Well , he tole her i t  wus worked de same like de lizard wus worked dat ah ' fore 

tole yo ' j es '  now . 
See , ah 'm j es '  tellin ' yo ' personally whut ah knowed ' cause it g rowed in me , 

' cause ah wus right dere an ' seen it all . Ah had tub wai t on him after he ' d  
p assed 100 - he lived t uh  be 104 . We ll , it wus quite natural dat ah le arned 
a whole lo t by workin ' wi t him , yo ' see . 

An '  so he to le me dat dis woman - yo ' know dem little ' g aters when dey firs t  
b orn dey like dat , chew know - little b it ta things [ demons trate s ] , yo ' know , 
when dey first hatch .  

(About three inches long . )  
Yes s ir .  Well , he tole her dat dis lit tle ' gater wus caught an ' i t  wus put in 

de s tove an '  wus parched yo ' know , j es '  lak dis heah s co rp ion wus . After it come 
to a parch - j es ' cook thoroughly , s ay , mighty near b urnt , chew know , whe re yo ' 
kin make a powder out of  it . I t  wus beat up , see , an ' put in her food . An ' she 
et dat an ' dat ' s  why she become to be triaked. Well , he fixed up de same thing 
an '  so she had a action . Dere dey is . But dere wus mo ' den one - dere wus three 
or foah in de slop j ar ,  j es ' runnin ' ro�d down in dere . 

Whenevah he t ake s  somepin lak dat from a pers on , he don ' t  kill it . He keeps 
it until a ce rt ain time at nigh t an ' den he carries it an ' burie s i t . 

(Alive ? )  
�ury it alive . [ Unusual . ]  He always go in de eastern part of de world . An '  

he ' d  have a certain way he ' d  dres s .  An '  befo ' he ' d  leave out de room he ' d  turn 
to a cert ain ve rs e in de Bib le , but he always be ' s in Psalms . He t urn to a cer
t ain book - verse in de Bib le - i t  be ' s  Psalms an ' he had a certain way he ' d  
dress . 

(How would he dres s ? ) 
He would put on b lack - even have on b lack gloves an ' all . He had a black cap 
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he pu t on . An ' he ' d  turn to 
o f  de n ight , an ' he would go 
down on hi s knee s an ' pray .  

a cert ain verse in P s alms , an ' i t  b e  a ce rt ain time 
an '  bury dat . An '  af ter he ' d  bury , why he ' d  fall 
He s aid he always g i t  h i s  powah from ab ove .  

( He lived righ t the re on 
Yes s i r . 

the I s land of Beaufor t ? )  

(We l l , tel l  me s ome thing ab out o ld Doctor Buzz ard . ) 
[ See DOCTOR BUZZARD ,  pp . 89 1- 905 . ]  
O l e  Doctor Buz zard , we ll , Do ctor Buzzard wus all right 

father top him . 
[ What he s ays ab out Doctor Buzzard is wo r th le s s . ]  
(Doator Bu zzard was a colored man wasn ' t he ? )  
Yes s i r . 
(He ' s  dead , i sn ' t  he ? )  
He ' s  dai d now . 
(How long h as he b een dead? ) 

bu t ah s een mah g r and-

Oh , he died ' long in ' 2 8 or ' 2 7  - s omewhere b ack in dere . 
( Didn ' t  s omebody carry on his work - his son or his d aughter o r  s omething ? )  

Y e s  s i r , b u t  ah th ink dey up d e  coun try n ow  - down in New York . 
But mah g randfather wus s t ronge r den Doator Buz z ard . Dey had a d ispute one 

time ab out de ca t t le - yo ' know , y o '  seen a line fen ce . Ah ' l l tell yo ' dat . 
Je s '  lak yo ' g ot a f arm ovah heah an ' ah g o t  one ovah heah , an ' yo '  cattle g i t  
i n  mah farm - under s tand , an ' dere come a d i s pute . Well , dey g o t in a argumen t . 

Now ,  Doator Bu z z ard he had a walkin ' cane - course it migh t seem l ike a s tory 
but i t ' s  not . Mah f ather - grandfather h ad a walkin ' cane an '  Doator Buz zard h ad 
one . [ Doator Jones ' walking aane now b e come s Aaron ' s  rod (Ex . 7 : 9-12) . ]  Well , 
dey g o t  in a argument righ t at mah g randfather ' s  hous e an ' s o  Doctor Buzz ard , he 
cus s  mah g randf athe r . Well , mah g randf ather wouldn ' t cus s him , but mah grand
fathe r tole him , s ay ,  "Well , me [ my ]  young man , "  s ay s ,  "ah won ' t cus s  yo ' . " He 
s ai d , "But di s one thing ah kin s ay . Dis is ole Doctor Jones an ' ah know dat ah 
k in keep eve ry b i t  of de g round dat ah s t and on . "  S ay ,  "Ah ' ve traveled all fo ' 
aome rs of de world, " an '  s ay s , " i f  yo ' th ink da t  yo ' s  a be t te r  man den me , "  
says , "yo ' kin j es '  show yore shape . "  

So Do ctor Bu z z ard , he ' d  taken hi s  walkin ' cane an '  chunked it out de re in de 
yard an ' it turnt to a snake . S o  mah g rand f ather chunke d  his ' n  out dere an '  i t  
turne d t o  a snake , an ' mah grandfather ' s  snake kil led Doctor Buzzard ' s  snake . 
An ' s o  af ter den dey shook han ' s an ' come tuh b e  friends . 

(You s aid your g randf athe r ' s  name was Jones . Rufus ? )  
Ole man Bill - dey called h im Un cle Bi ll Jones . 
An '  den ah ' ve known people tuh come way from Florida . Ah s een him m ake a hun

d ' ed dol lahs one mawn in ' in ten minutes • . •  A fellah had lo s t - it wus a ranch down 
dere ney [ near ]  Lake [ City? ] . Ah don ' t  know whe ther yo '  are ' quain ted w i t  Flor
ida or not . I t  wus a ran ch down dere where de fell ah had lo s t  around - ah re ckon 
ab out three or f o ah hund ' ed head of cows . D i s  fe llah come clean from F lorida 
de re tuh see mah g rand fathe r .  

So , de time he walked in - he wus a wh ite fellah - called his name an ' to le 
him whut he ' d  come dere f o ' - everything . [ See THE DOCTOR KNEW WHAT SHE CAME 
FOR , p . 31 7 . ] He s ay ,  "Yo ' ain ' t  had t uh come heah tuh s ee ab out chure cattle . 
Yo ' coulda jes ' wrote me . "  

He s ays , "Well , ah didn ' t  know de addres s . "  
S ays ,  "We ll , yo ' he ah now . " S ay s , "Well yo ' wan t tuh know ab out chure 

cat tle ? "  
S ay ,  "Yes s i r . " 
' 'Wel l ,  yo re cat tle now is in N ew York . Some o f  ' em done go t eat up . "  
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H e  s ay s , "Yes ?  We l l , who s to le dem ? " 
He tol e  him . An '  h e  t o le him s o  s traight ab out i t , yo ' unders t and , he d i dn ' t  

put no charg es on him - de white man . 
S o  de whi te man s ay s , "We ll , as wise as y o ' i s , dat ' s  wo rt ' hun d ' ed dol lahs . "  
[ Wise i s  a l ing ering ves tige o f  wise man - see INTRODUCTION . ]  
An '  mah g randf ather tole him , s ay s , ' 'We ll , i s  yo 1 go t conf iden ce in me ? " 
He s ay ,  "Yes s i r . Ah don ' t  know nuthin b e t t ah  dat chew kin do fo ' me no mo ' 

den j es ' f ix it where ah kin ke t ch d i s  fel lah . " 
An '  he to le right where tuh g o  g i t  him . Dis fel lah had st o le de se cattles . 

See , dis fel lah dat owne d de cat t le ,  he wus a b ig hun ter an ' a t rapp e r . We l l , he 
had been o f f  f o ' a day o r  two , yo ' und e rs t and an '  dis fellah h ad spo t ted de se 
cattles an '  lo ade d  dem on de train an '  den shippe d  ' em to New Y o rk an ' s o ld dem . 
So he t o le him zactly whe re tuh go an '  find dis fell ah - put de law on h im , yo ' 
know . He wus at Miami den in de Bis cayne Ho tel . Ah gues s yo ' know where dat i s . 
Well , dat where he wus t rapped at . So mah daddy [ g rand f athe r ! ] made a hund ' ed 
dol lahs o f f a  dat in les s  time den ten minu tes . So he wen t on b ack an '  cap tured 
dis fe l lah .  

An ' s o  ah ' ve seen mah fatheP [ g rand f ather ] g ive han 's fo ' g amb l in ' . 
(How would he do tha t ? )  

We ll ,  now , hi t ' s ' cardin ' tuh whut s ize hand yo ' wan t  an ' how s t rong yo ' want 
i t . He didn ' t  sell none at no l e s s  den $ 15 ,  an ' i f  yo ' wanted a b ig one i t  would 
cos t yo ' $50 o r  $ 75 o r  $100 - ' ca rdin ' tuh whu t kind a g amb le r .  I f  yo ' wus a b ig 
gamb le r ,  why yo ' d  g i t  a b ig hand an ' he would make it s tronger . Ah ' ve s i t  down 
an '  fix all dat fo ' him . 

(Wel l , te ll me abou t fix ing the small hand - o r  the big hand. ) 
Now , de small hand , he would always us e d i s  heah - git s omep in look l ike a 

part o f  ch arcoal . Ah guess yo ' know whut dat i�. It looked like charcoa l  but 
it ain ' t .  Yo ' know whut it is . 

(What? Lode s t one ? B l ack lodes tone ? )  
Lode s tone , dat ' s  whut i t  i s . 
Now , he had a b ig p i e ce - ah gues s ab out lak dat , but he wus mo ' p a ' t i c ' lar -

w i t  dat den anybody ah evah seen in mah li fe . Dat ' s  one thing in p a ' ti c ' lar he 
would always keep de l o ck an ' key on dat . He h ad him a lit t le che s t  - ah reckon 
j es '  about de s ize of dat radio ovah dere . He woul d keep dat lo cked up al l de 
time . So when anyb ody come dere fo ' a hand, why he would always run de cards on 
' em .  Run de de ck o f  cards an ' re ad de cards an ' put dat nightwood oi Z ovah dere 

h an d  an '  rub it j e s ' so it would be tho rough ly clean , an '  den he would look in 
dat b all . [ The b all covered wi th b la ck clo th , p . l 7 3 9 . ] Den he g o  tuh wo rk an ' 
read his fortune . Den he turn around den an ' tell de fel lah - s ays , ' 'We ll , how 
mu ch money yo ' wan t a  put in a hand? " Well , yo ' know de ave r ag e  man h e  --gQ'in 'lle 
ab out his money , yo '  know . 

S ay s , "We ll , Un cle J ones , ah ain ' t g o t  but $5 . 00 . "  
S ay ,  "Aw , shucks , yo ' go t  $ 20 . 00 in yore po cket right now . " 
He s ai d , ''No , s i r , ah ain ' t g o t  dat much . " 
He s ay ,  "Dere ' t is ,  right in yore p o cke t right de re . " 
S o  he pulled i t  out . Dere it wus . 

• He s ays , "We ll , now tuh show yo ' dat ah kin do whut ah s ays ah kin do - an '  
ain ' t  try in ' t uh  beat chew nu thin " - he s ay s , "Whut chew wan t  tuh p ut in a hand ? "  

S ay , ''We ll , de $ 15 . 00 . " 
He s ay , "We l l , tuh show yo ' now dat ah kin do whut ah s ay s , ah g o in ' le t dis 

b oy fix i t . "  He s ay ,  "Ah ' m  g oin ' le t y o ' h ave one fo ' $ 1 5 . 00 an ' yo ' g ive me 
$5 . 00 down . " An '  he tell him zact ly when he g a in ' tuh win an '  he s ay ,  "When yo ' 
win di s money , j es '  t ake a ten-dollah b i ll an ' f o ld i t  th ree t ime s  to yo ' ,  an '  
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j es ' go to yore mantelpiece or eithe r  de washs tand anywhere where a lamp is , an ' 
j es '  pick de lamp up an '  take it an '  put it nnde r  dere an ' , "  he s ay ,  "ah ' ll g i t  
it . "  

( As  a good examp le o f  a docto� gett ing his fe e th�ough the ai� , see p . l4 ,  line 
2 2 f .  Th�ugh the ai� is merely a part of the witChcraft-hoodoo legend . ]  

An ' so ah ' m goin ' t ell yo ' how he fixed dem han 's . He ' d  gi t  j e s ' a litt le 
small hand , why yo ' g its a small piece of lodestone , j es '  a litt le . Yo ' know it 
g rows , yo ' know . Take a lit tle small piece of lodes tone an ' t ake a little red 
j7annen an '  put de lodestone in dere an ' den he t ake John de Conke�. Dis lode
stone - dat ' s  de little way , j es '  a small piece . Gits dat piece about de size  
o f  a b lackeyed pea . Ah guess yo ' nnders tand dat .  Take a small piece of John dB 
Conke� an ' de S amson snakeroot . Well , he put dat together . Well , after he do 
dat , he would go right back to Psalms an '  he would t ake his pencil an '  he would 
write dat in yellow . Yo ' seen dese penci ls whut des e heah art ists use - he would 
write it wit dat . Den he would g ive it to yo ' an ' tell yo ' how tuh fold it 
fo ld it to yo ' every time , an ' as yo ' fold it , wish . Yo ' know yo ' goin ' wish tuh 
be succes s ful in life . Yo ' know , wish wit confidence , faith in him an '  de Al
mighty above , an '  fold it nntil yo ' g i t  it as small as yo ' kin tuh make , j es '  as 
small a package out of it as yo ' kin . Den he give it tuh me an ' ah s ew it up . 
Well , after ah sew it up , den he blesses i t . Den he goes tuh work den an ' put 
his nightwood oi l on i t , an ' den yo ' ain ' t  supposed tuh put chure hand on i t . 

An '  den yo ' t ake a fellah dat g amb les an ' be out all de time at night , it ' s  
quite natural de law g oin ' rnn up on yo ' somewhere an '  likely search chew anr-put 
dere han ' on i t . Well , he would tell yo ' right whare tuh put it - j es '  ins ide de 
b indin ' of yore pant s . Well , yo ' could cut a hole dere an '  pu t i t  dere an ' sew 
it b ack up . Den he would give yo ' a li ttle bot tle ab out lak dat wit some liquids 
in it  tuh dress it . Jes ' lak now i f  yo ' drinks , every time yo ' drink , give hi t a 
drink . 

(Do you know wh at that liquid was that he put in there ? ) 
Yes sir , ah cer tainly know whut it wus .  Ah been wit him many a time down 

' side de b ranch an ' got it . 
(Wha t did he have in th at bottle? ) 
Hit ' s a s imple thing . Yo ' evah remembah a bush dat chew call de sweet ( suds ]  

bush? 
( Sweet what? ) 
Swee t suds bush . 
( Sweet suds ? ) 
Yes sir , bush . 
(Has it· a fo am to i t  or what ? )  
I t  got a foam t o  i t  an '  it got de sweetest smellin ' flower dat de re i s  in de 

forest  - sweet suds . I t ' s  got a litt le bloom wit de top j es '  de color o f  dat 
cover back of dat chair dere - see , de chair yo ' set tin ' in . Yes sir , de color 
of dat . 

( Sort o f  magent a . ) 
Yes - wi t f lowers on i t , see . An '  dis bush g rows j es '  about dat high .  [ He 

demons t rates . ]  
(Four or five feet high? ) 
Yes , s ir • •  Now i t ' s  go t  three or foah prongs in de ground an ' de main tap 

root . Yo ' know whut de main tap root is  - i t ' s  go t a l i t tle b all . We ll , dat ' s  
whut he ' d  git . But he nevah dig it up - he nevah would dig de tree up , he ' d  go 
tuh work an '  pull it up . Well , dat little b all would come up wit i t . So h e  
j e s ' - h e  carried a p air o f  s c issors - h e  always nuse [ use]  s cisso rs an ' h e  clip 
i t  o f f . Well , dat ' s  whut he ' d  nuse . He would split i t  in foah parts - he ' d  t ake 
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dat little ball an '  he ' d  split it in foah parts . Well , he ' d  take de [meat ] an '  
dat ' s  whut he ' d  make his oil out if , an '  it have j es ' de sweetes t s cent to it as 
ah wanta tell yo ' .  An '  he made his oil outa sheep bu ttah [ tallow ] . Ah asked him 
one time why did he nus e dat sheep buttah.  

He s ays , well , dat wus de  choice beas t o f  de  fores t .  He  s aid he  nus e dat in 
order tub g ain de influence o f  de peoples in one way ; an '  he said de peoples 
would always figure dat de fell ah dat transposed his business wit dat hand , � 
a calm fellah - had de protection powah . Yo ' take de sheep , dat ' s de commones t 
beas t we go t .  Yes s i r ,  dat ' s  de dressin ' dat he give dem tub put on dat jomoo . 

Now , in takin ' de jomoos , dey cos t big money - now , dat ' s  de fif teen or twenty 
dollah one . Now , yo '  take dem jomoos dat cost big money ,  he nevah did wrap dem . 
He nevah woul d put dem in no b ag - he always pu t it in a lit tle bot tle , an '  he 
put lodes tone in it . He had one special roo t dat he put in dere , an '  dat wus 
Eve-an '-Adam .  He ' d  put Eve-an. '-Adam in dere wit dat lo des tone an ' den he ' d  put 
Heazots Co logne in dere ,  but whatevah he put in dat Heazots Cologne , ah don ' t  know . 
But j es ' long as it three things , ah seed him put in dere . Dat ' s  all - j es '  Eve
an. ' -Adam an '  de lodes tone an ' da t Hearts Co logne an '  s top i t  up . An '  hit would 
grow - dem roots would even grow .  Ah ' d  see de fellah come b ack t o  him - i t  done 
growed so much he had tuh t ake it out an 1 give him a b igger bott le ; but dat cos t 
him $ 7 5  or $100 . But didn ' t  nobody buy dat much but white peoples yo ' know . 

An '  den ah knowed a fe llah ovah in Ca ' lina killed two men an ' de case wus 
throwed out a co ' t .  

(How did he handle the court case ? )  
Well , now , de way he handle dis one - ah seed him do eve ' thing tub dat one . 

All dat he did - he got eve ' bit  o f  his ' n  outa de Bib le . De only thing about it , 
de day befo ' di s fellah wus tried , he went tub de co ' thouse dat night - nobody 
didn ' t  see him but ah seen him . He went dere an '  s tayed dere about thirty min
utes an ' left on out . 

(Do you know what he did?)  
Yes sir . Well , now , be fo ' he le ft de  room dat night he goes an '  gits al l de 

twelve dis ciple s names an '  wrote it down . Be fo ' he le ft . he fe ll down to his 
knees on de beds ide an '  s ai d  his prayers , an '  after he did dat why he had Seven 
Books - de Six - Seven Book o[ Moses . He went t o  a certain volume in dere an ' 
he re ad dat . Well , after he did dat why he closed ' em all up but one . He take 
dat first  one an ' he put it in his pocket , an '  he taken all dem twelve dis ciples 
name an ' he went tub de s eat where de j udge se t .  He put  one ' s  name dere - one 
of dem b rothe rs [ dis ciples ] .  Den he went where de s tate attorney ranges at 
ovah dere at his desk an ' he put one dere . 

(Cyl . C447 whi ch comes · in here is blank .  What follows comes on Cyl .  C448 . )  
[ Comment by trans criber . ] 

[ Just be fore my t rans criber ' s  comment - the cy linder on the machine having 
been filled , I put on a new cylinder .  This chang ing of cylinders was alway s 
done rapidly and wi th s ome fast talk - see INTRODUCTION . My hands here were 
quicker than my thought . I immediately took off the unused cylinder and put 
on another one ! This happened twice during 3000 cy linders - not too bad . It  
also shows how closely I followed an informant ' s  every word . Some o f  the holes  
in this man ' s  story are evident . ]  

• He went ovah tuh de desk where de s tate attorney set an '  he put one in dere . 
Yo ' know, he put it where i t  can ' t  b e  seen - yo '  know , under de seat of de chair . 

[ I  did not ask how a man of 100 , unab le to walk , could do this - see final 
comment . ]  

(Under the seat of the chair . )  
Yo ' know , whe re it can ' t  be seen . 
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Well , ovah heah , yo ' know , where de j ury all s e t  in de b ox , 
litt le t acks - yo '  s een dem l i tt le t acks , l i ttle c arpe t tacks . 
l it t le hamme r  wi t him an ' he t ack one unde r all o f  dem seats . 
[ Six and Seventh Books of Moses ? ]  - he carried de re . He takes 
an '  he put s it up ovah de do ' . An ' s o  he come on back home . 

well h e  has some 
Well , he had a 

Well , de b ook 
dat in de room 

We ll , di s fel lah wus out on b onds . So he come by , "Well , Uncle J ones , ah ' m  
g o  in ' up fo ' trial di s mawnin ' , " s ay ,  nhow is things ? "  

He s ay , "Well , j es '  g o  ahead , �· ah 'm al ready dere . "  
He s ay ,  "How y o ' de re an ' s ett in ' heah ? "  
S aid , "Well , ah went up de re las t nigh t , "  s aid , " an eve ' thing all right . "  

S aid , "Eve ' thing come out all right . "  
S o  his trial - ah went up dere - he tole me tub go up dere . S o  ah went up 

dere an ' s o  de j ury went in de b ox an '  s t ays in dere ab ou t f ive minutes an '  come 
out an '  "Find de defendant no t gui l ty . "  

( That was all he did? ) 
He j e s ' tuk an ' carried de dis cip les [ t acks and b ook] an ' p r aye d .  
H e  s ent ' em  de re - about de btaak aat bone . 
(Well , suppose you te ll me ab out th at . )  
Wel l , yo ' s ee , when yo '  d o  dat yo ' s ell yo ' s el f tuh de devi l - s ay  dere no mo ' 

redemption fo ' yo ' den . Well , yo ' s ee , dat ' s  fo ' a fellah yo ' see dat wants tub 
disappear . Jes ' lak ah want dis appear an ' come in di s room heah an ' g it de de
t ails o f  yore busines s ,  or might w an t a  come in heah an ' take yore money s omepin 
lak dat . [ Wha t  would a psycholog is t s ay about thi s ? ]  Cours e ah nevah wus a man 
want ed tub do nuthin lak dat but ah s een mah g randfathe r f ix peop le tub do things 
like dat . [ He rej ects the idea . ] 

I t  ain ' t  one thing ' b ou t  it , yo ' h ave tuh g o  t o  de se fo ' aorners to do dat 
j es '  s ay fo ' ao�er [ demons trates ] ,  j es ' l ak dat . Dey have tub b e  dere at twe lve 
a ' clo ck .  I t ' s  a certain place in de Bible yo ' h ave tub read . Ah di dn ' t  nevah 
learn dat , b ut i t ' s  one thing ah do know - dat all h is work wus in de P s alms , an ' 
whut work he didn ' t  g i t  o u t  d e  P s alms in d e  Bible , h e  g o t di rect out de Six an-,--
Seven Books of Moses . He wus a well-educate d man but den he didn ' t s tudy nuthin 
but Ps alms . An ' dis fellah heah dat ah 'm goin ' tub tell yo ' ,  he come de re one 
nigh t . He had a b lack cat - he didn ' t  have a whi te spot nowhere about him - an '  
dis fe llah wanted - dis fellah had done s omep in bad , too , but he di dn ' t  come from 
Ca ' lina , he come f rom s omewhere else .  Mah g r andfather t ole him eve ' thing he had 
done an '  when he done it an ' eve ' thing . An ' he p l ank down $ 150 cash money on de 
tab le an ' ah counted it . He g ive it tub de o le man an ' de ole man put i t  in his 
ole greasy s ack . 

He s ays , "Wel l ,  mah young man , "  s ays , " ah  know whut chew want , "  he said . 
"But , "  he s ay s , "de thing s yo ' want yo ' nevah - yo ' wi ll have dem . " 

An ' · so he s ays , "We ll , "  s ays , "Uncle Jone s , whut ' s dat ? " 
He say , ' 'Yo ' want de bZaak aat bone . " [See pp . 7 4- 9 7 . ]  
He s ay ,  "Ye s , dat ' s  shuah whut ah want . "  
"Well , "  he s ays , "yo ' h ave tuh have nerve . "  
He s ay ,  "Ah ain ' t g o t  nuthin but nerve . " Said , " I f  ah di dn ' t  have ne rve , ah 

wouldn ' t  a-done whut ah done . "  
He s ay ,  "Wel l , "  s ay ,  "yo ' right ' b o ut dat . "  S ay ,  1 1 Ah  know yo ' kin s tand de 

test . "  • 

Well , dis fellah alre ady had de b laCk cat wit him b u t  he put ' im outdo ' s  on de 
do ' s t eps . [ Thi s  man tells a smooth s t ory - ties up loose ends . ] An ' he g oe s  tub 
work den an ' wanted tuh know from g randfathe r how he knowed all dose things . 

Says , "Well , "  says , " ah g o t t a  know , ah ' m a man of dat type . "  S ay s , "Ah g i t  
mah powah from ab ove . "  He s ay ,  "Why yo ' didn ' t  b ring yo re b lack cat in wi t chew 
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when yo ' come ? Go out dere an ' g i  t i t . "  
So he went out dere on de s t ep an ' g ot d e  o le cat . 
He s ay ,  "Dis eat ' s  wild , Uncle Jones ; i f  ah turn him loose he g ive it tub 

yo ' • n 
He s ay ,  "Dat ' s  all righ t , yo ' j es '  turn him loose . "  
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S o  he opene d de s ack an ' he drapped out an ' de ole cat j ump ed up in ole g rand
fathe r ' s l ap , an ' he rubb ed him on de b ack an '  f i ah  j e s ' commence f lash in ' out 
his b ack . We ll , ah seen h im  do all dem kind a tri cks . 

[ The good doctor is ta lking dOwn to me - underes t imat ing me , at le as t j us t  a 
litt le , b e c ause that ' s  one tri ck I knew without having learned i� f rom o le grand
father. As a smal l ch ild on a win ter ' s  night I frequen tly t ook our cat into the 
s t airs closet and rubbed his b a ck to s ee the sp arks fly . ] 

But he g oe s tuh work den , an ' he s ay s , "We l l , now , "  say , "yo ' wants yore b lack 
cat bone ? "  

S ays , "Yes . "  
S ay , "All righ t . "  
S o  mah g randfathe r g ave h im  a ole po t .  
He went out an '  g i ts de ole cat an ' when he b rought ' im  in why he to le him de 

cat wus wi l ' .  He tole him de cat wus wi l ' , yo ' know , a wil ' [ s tray ]  cat . De 
fel lah p i ck him up on de way comin ' [ to g r and father ] , yo ' know . An ' so he j es '  
dumped h im out an '  he j umped up on mah g randfath er ' s  lap . An ' he pet ted him an ' 
rubbed him on de b ack an '  f i ah j es ' sp ark from his b ack .  S o  he looked up at de 
cl o ck - it wus ' round ten- thirty den , an ' h e s ays , "Wel l , "  s ays , "yo ' s ay yo ' g o t  
p len ty nerve . "  S ay , "Ah ' m  g o in '  t ry yo ' out . "  Say , "Ah ain ' t  g oin ' w i t  chew 
ah ' m go in ' send yo ' . " Said , "But ah ' ll know how eve ' thing come ou t . " 

S o  he g ive him de ole po t an ' he f i l led i t  up wi t water . An '  h e  g ive h im  s ome 
matches an '  he went out tuh de woo dp i le an ' taken a o le axe an ' chipped him up 
some f at lightwood . 

[ Ligh twood , sometime s c al led !atwood , fat- lighter , lighter pine , e t c . , i s 
s eve ral kinds o f  p ines used for light ing f i re s  - o ft en the Georg ia p ine . Al l 
terms from South e rn  U . S . A . ] 

S o  he went on down tuh de fo ' ks o f  de ro ad . 
Wel l ,  now de wat ah g o t  tuh b e  b o i l in ' by twelve , an '  de cat h as g o t t a  b e  put 

in de re at twelve , an '  he g o t t a  cook un til he j e s '  - j e s ' put him in dere ' live . 
An '  di s cat g o t t a  b e  cooked until he come tuh be wel l  done where yo ' kin j e s ' 
take de meat an ' j e s ' pull it o f f  de b one s . Dat ' s  whut he t o l e  dis fellah tuh 
do . Den he tole h im  s ome wo rds tuh s ay t uh cus s God - y o '  know , all dem thing s . 

An ' dis fel l ah s aid dat it wus al l dat he could do tub s t ay dere . Suddenly , 
he s aid , while he wus doin ' de cookin ' o f  dat cat , he said dat he know da t cat 
had b een cookin ' at le as ' a hour , an ' he said , i t  lo ok like he could he ar da t cat 
whinin ' righ t on . He said i t  thundered an '  ligh tnin ' e d ,  an '  hog s an ' cows , goats 
an '  eve ' thin .' j es ' runnin 1 all round de re an ' b arkin ' an ' tryin ' t uh run h im away 
from de re - an ' it j e s ' athundered an '  l igh tn in ' e d an ' f l as hin ' j es '  lak dat . 
An '  he s t ayed righ t dere . 

An '  so after de cat come tub b e  thoroughly done , why mah g randfather tole him 
tuh j es '  take de p o t  an '  b ring i t  right b ack tuh him . An '  he did dat . Ah s o t  
an ' looked at dat . An '  so mah g rand f ather he ' d  t aken a l l  de b one s o u t  an ' h e  
so»ted i t  an '  h e  g o t  de righ t b one . An '  a f t e r  h e  g o t  d e  right b one , why d i s  
fellah s t ood d e  tes t r igh t in de room . After he g o t  d a t  right b one mah g rand
f ather dressed it fo ' him . I t  wus a b one ah gue s s  ' b out dat long - i t  wus smal l  
in de middle an '  it ' s  large on e ach end , an ' j e s '  as whi te an '  purty as it kin 
b e . An '  mah g randfather dressed hit an ' ah s ewed it up in a j1annen .  

( Do you know how h e  dressed i t ?  Wh at did h e  do? ) 
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How he dPess it ? Yes sir . He taken dis John de Conker. He tole me all de 
time dat de reason he nused de John de Conke r all de time in his bus iness . He 
said dat dat wus de king root  o f  de forest - John de Conker wus . He didn ' t  t ake 
de root - he t aken de bark , de b ark o f  John de Conker. Yo ' seen j es '  lak peop le 
would t ake t ape an '  wrap aroun ' a p ie ce o f  wire when it shorted . Well , dat ' s  de 
way he ' d  t aken dat John de Conker an ' he wrapped it round dere , an ' taken him a 
b lack cord an '  he corded dat from end tub end . He corded it  till yo ' couldn ' t  
even s ee de bone - nuthin but de th read . Well , after he did dat , why he goes tub 
work an '  put his nightwood oi l ovah �t . An ' den ah sewed it  up fo ' dis fellah . 
An '  den he went tub cert ain p laces [ in the Bib le and ]  PsaZmed right on it an ' den 
he b lest it an ' g ive it tub dis fellah . Well , after he g ive i t to dis fellah , 
why he t ole di s fellah to put i t  in his mouth an ' go an ' s tand befo ' de glass , 
an ' dis fellah couldn ' t  s ee his self . He t aken it out an '  den he see hisself . 
Put it  b ack in his mouth an '  he couldn ' t see hims elf . [Then he ] planken [ laid ] 
down $150 an '  eve ' thing wus love ly . 

Dis fellah , after mah grandfather dPessed i t  lak dat ,  he called his name 
Lightnin ' E:r:press . Ah guess yo ' ve he ard of  him . He could be  in Jacksonville -
j e s ' lak yo ' s  a [ railroad ] engineer - he could be standin ' at de s tation an ' yo ' d  
come t ub Jacksonville gain ' tub Savannah .  Yo ' say , "Well , whut chew say ? "  Eve ' 
body knows him yo ' know . N o  law couldn ' t  ket ch him . He ' d  rob b anks an ' go in 
places  an ' git  whut he wanta - nob ody couldn ' t  ket ch him - called him Lightnin ' 
Express . An ' he could be s t andin ' at de Union S tation in Jacksonville , j es '  lak 
yo '  de engineer , say ,  "We ll , Lightnin ' Express , yo ' bet tah go ovah wit us . "  

He s ay ,  ' 'Well , ah ' ll be dere t ime yo ' git  dere ,  white folks . "  
An ' de t rain would leave him an '  he  be  standin ' dere lookin ' at it , an ' when 

yo ' git tub Savannah , he ' d  be s tandin ' dere . 
[Lightnin ' Express is merely a new name for an old folktale theme ab out the 

person who does not depart with you , , could not poss ibly catch up with you , but in 
some mys terious way is at your j ourney ' s  end to greet you . Doctor Buzz ard also 
knew this tri ck - see p . 896 , lines 28-3 8 .  We are told that Lightning Express 
performe d  this trick by using a b lack cat bone of  a special shape : "It was small 
in de middle an '  it ' s  l arge on each end . "  Surely this des cribes an arrow : "small 
in de middle" being the shaft , and one "large • • •  end" being the barbed point , and 
the other "large • • •  end" be ing the butt with nock . Surely als o , this arrow is the 
dart of Abaris , a mythical Greek sage of  the 6th century B . C . ; a dar t whi ch made 
him invis ible like the b lack cat bone and a dart upon whi ch he could ride through 
the air . Surely? Well , I ' m guessing , but I th ink it a good guess . ]  

Well , he ' d  always pay fo ' whut he ' d  git . He would always pay fo ' dat .  Now , 
he would nuse dat graveyard dirt fo ' peoples in bus iness . He nevah wouldn ' t  nuse 
it fo ' no gamb lin ' hand - he would always nuse i t  j es '  fo ' bringin ' fo lks cus
tomers . But he would always go  dere , j es '  lak now dat a - j es '  lak he didn ' t 
have none an ' yo ' - lak yo ' gain ' in busines s crosstown somewhere an ' yo ' d  come 
tub him , s ee . An '  den if  he didn ' t  have none , well he ' d  tell yo ' tub come back 
tomorrah at a certain t ime . 

Well , now , he ' d  g o  tonight an ' git his works . Ah g o  wit him . An '  he would 
always go to a grave o f  somebody dat he ' d  knowed had died , woman or man , whi te or 
b lack - didn ' t  make no difference - dat wus in busines s .  Den he would pay fo ' 
whut he ' d  gi�. 

(How would he do that ? )  
Well , h e  would g o  dere - but d e  fust thing he would do - h e  always wus a ole 

man whut pray . He carry prayer wit his ' n ,  an '  he nevah did do nuthin fo ' no 
evil . He nevah did hurt nobody , ah tell yo ' dat . He ' d  always do good . He 
nevah did hurt me . Yo ' couldn ' t  pay him $ 1000 a week tub POotwoPK nobody . He ' d 
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always do good . 
He ' d  go to dis grave . I f  he git  dere ' fore twelve , he wouldn ' t  do nuthin till 

twelve a ' clo ck . An ' de minute twelve comes , he ' d  be s tanding dere . Me an '  him 
be se ttin '  out dere some times ahead but he would be at de p a ' ti c ' lar grave whe re 
he wante d tuh git his dirt from .  Well , when twelve a '  clo ck come , ah s ay ,  "Grand
father ,  i t ' s  twelve a ' clock . 11 He ' d  fall  right down on his knees wit his haid 
poin tin ' eas t ,  an '  he would p ray a sea�e t p�aye �. [ See se cre t prayerb ook , p . l5 , 
line 2 4 . ] Well , after he ' d  do dat , why he ' d  go tuh work an ' coun t out a certain 
amount of pennies wit dat - j e s ' count out a ce rtain amount of pennie s  an ' he 
would go righ t tuh de haid  on de lef t s ide , closest  to his hear t an ' he would 
run his  han ' down until he git , yo ' know , tuh de casin ' [ casket ? ]  - right tuh de 
casin ' an ' dat whe re he would git  his dirt , an '  he ' d  always come out wit it lak 
dat - come out wit i t  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  ---

(Bring i t  out toward him ? }  
Yassuh , bring i t  out toward him , an '  den h e  had him a lit tle si lver cont ainer 

an '  he ' d  always put it in dere - it had a lid on it , an ' he ' d  drap i t  in dere , 
an ' eve ' time he drap i t  in dere why he ' d  say ,  "De Father , de Son an ' de Holy 
Ghost , "  an ' he ' d  drap it in dere an ' he ' d  make three draps an ' eve ' time he ' d  
make a drap he ' d  say one o f  dem words an ' drap i t  in . When he ' d  git  enough , he ' d  
say ,  ' 'Well done , I n  de N ame of de Fathe r ,  d e  Son an '  d e  Holy Ghost . "  Dat be  his 
last time . An '  den as he put de money in dere , he would say de s ame thing ,  an ' 
he would drap pennies - nuthin but pennies , a penny at de time , "De Father , de 
Son an ' de Holy Gho s t . "  An '  he do dat until he put de la:s t penny in dere . Den 
when he ' d  put de las t penny in dere , he ' d  go tuh wo rk den , an '  t alk j es '  lak� 
wus a preacher f ixin ' tuh put somebody away [ perform a brief burial ceremony ] .  
Ye s sir , an ' den he close dis hole b ack up , an '  when he ' d  leave , it don ' t make 
no dif f ' rent if he live in de wes t  - when he ' d  leave he ' d  always g o  eas t .  

Well , now , when de se peop les come - tuh bring folks dese customers - h e  would 
go tuh wo rk an ' take dis dust . Jes ' lak he ah underneat ' de do ' yo ' see - dis 
place righ t  chere yo ' know where yo ' sae dis heah - heah , ah ' ll  show yo ' .  [ He 
gets up and g oes over to the door and points . ]  

(That pie ce o f  wood across  there . That s addle on the doo r .  Al l right . )  
Yes . Well , now , he would g it a certain amoun t of  money from yo ' .  He wouldn ' t  

use nuthin but dat dus t an '  money . He would take dat dus t .  Well , now yo ' take 
dus t in a place like dat , if yo ' don ' t  put hi t in somepin , why it ' ll seep out .  
Well , yo ' throw quicks i lver at it . Well , he j es '  taken some qui cks ilver an '  he ' d  
j es '  take it an '  fold it  [ his qui cksilver is t in fo il]  an ' put it down j es ' like 
he would - yo ' ain ' t  got a pie ce o f  papah , have yo ' ? 

(No . There ' s  a piece of p aper there . )  
[ I  evidently qui ckly tore a blank page from the loose leaf Numbe�s Book I was 

using . ]  
He take dis quicks ilver j es '  lak dat an ' take an '  put dat dus t in it , yo ' see , 

an '  fold it , an '  he ' d  take so much of  dat money - ten or fifteen cents s ilver 
money or somep in like dat - an '  put it  right in de re wit dat dus t .  

(He takes a pie ce of paper or a piece o f  cloth - a pie ce o f  thin clo th . ) 
Yes s i r , but it quicksilver . He do dat in order keep dat dus t from git tin ' 

dry an ' s eepin ' through dere . P iece of  papah or clo th , dat wear out . He take 
di� he ah quicksilver like dat , an ' de dust be in dere an '  den he ' d  take dimes an ' 
put in dere . Well , af ter he do dat he ' d  let chew fold i t , an ' as yo ' fold it , 
make yore wishes In de Name of de Lo�d. Den he go tuh wo rk den an ' whip da t up 
an ' put it right in de middle . Well , after he do dat he takes a penny , an '  take 
j es ' a small tack an ' nail i t  j es ' on top [ demons trates-] . 

(On top of  the saddle of the door . )  
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Right che re • 
( Right in the center of the s addle . )  
Yes s i r , an '  y o ' walk right acro ss i t . Haven ' t  yo ' seen plenty hous e s  wi t dat 

in ' em? Any t ime yo ' walk in a house in S avann ah  w i t  a penny dere , why dat ' s  his 
work . Ole .Man Jone s - dat Bill . 
----( Th at i s  wh at he did to b ring in customers ? )  

Yes s ir .  
Well ,  now , it ' s  one way he kin b ring ' em b a ck - j es ' lak now , dat he ' s  in 

te t ch wit he r .  Ah ' ve seen him do l ak d at . He as t her , s ays , "Have chew g o t any 
mail f rom him late ly ? "  

S ay ,  "Ye s s i r . " 
He s ay ,  "We l l , b ring me de las t  le t t ah yo ' g o t  from him . " 
An' she go g i t  dat l as t  le ttah an ' he tear it open , he re ad it - yo ' know , 

t ake it out an ' read it . Well , after he read it he goes tuh work an ' wri te i t . 
Don ' t  know whu t  he put on it ; but whut he g it , he g i t s  it out dat Six an '  Seven 
Books of Moses an ' also de Book of P s alms . He ' d  wri te on it . An '  den he g ives 
it to her an ' tells her to take i t s  fo ' sheet s or two shee ts - he le t her split 
it - put so much in one shoe , in de s o ck in de ho llow of de foot , an ' so mu ch in 
de o ther one . An '  he ' d  tell her , s ay , ' 'We ll ,  in seven day s  he 1 11 b e  de re . 1 1  An '  
s ay ,  "An ' a f te r  he re turn , "  s ay ,  "yo ' come tuh me . "  An '  she come b ack to him an ' 
den he - b e f o ' she come b ack he t e l l  her ,  s ay ,  '�ow , b e fo ' yo '  come b a ck ,  de l ast 
suit o f  underwe ar da t  he pull o f f - change c lo thes - like she goin ' wash today -
yo ' b ring dat suit t uh me . "  

She b ring d at suit to him an ' he go tuh wo rk an '  take hi s s cissors , yo ' know , 
didn ' t  nuse no knife , an ' he cut j es ' a small l i t t le p i e ce out a  de se at o f  dem 
dat he kin git fo ' him no t tuh miss i t , j e s ' in his cru t ch [ =  cro tch] . An ' he 
dPesses da t an '  g ives it back to her , an '  she t akes dat an ' puts it ov ah de do ' -
de front do ' righ t where he transpo r t  in an ' out . An ' j es '  as long as he live 
wit he r , he ' l l be a husband to her . 

(Do you know how he would �S8 that piece ? )  
How he �8S dat ? We ll , de only thing ah seen do to dat - he j es '  g o  tuh work 

an ' dis s ame nightwood oi l dat he makes out a  dis heah . 
(How woul d he move them out o f  t own ? ) 

He h ad two way s  he woul d do dat . Now j es '  lak a o le tree de ligh tnin ' s truck ,  
now h e  could go de re an '  git some d e  b ark o r  s omepin o f f a  dat , an ' he could make 
' em move . Wit ' out e i the r he could take . 

(What wou ld he do wi th that lightning- s tru ck woo d ? )  
He j es '  t el l  yo ' whut t uh do wit dat .  
(What would you do ? )  
Yo ' j es ' t ake i t  an '  put in und ah yo re do ' s tep , bu t chew have tuh put it dere 

at nigh t - don ' t  le t nob o dy see yo ' put it dere . Yo ' have tuh bury i t . 
An '  yo ' evah b e en out in de f ield an ' seen des e  li ttle sharp s t one s , shape 

like a hear t ?  
(Like a lit tle arrow? ) [ Indian arrow heads o r  fl int s - thought to b e  thunde� 

b o l ts by s ome person s . ]  
Y assuh .  Wel l  yo ' kin do de s ame thing wit dat . 
(How do you do that ? ) 
Jes ' put »t right under de do ' s tep . He j e s ' tell yo ' tuh g o  g i t  i t , or either 

he kin give yo ' one . 
(And what will that do then ? )  
Dey got ta go . 
(You mean those l i t tle things that look like lit tle arrows ? They have a po in t  

on the end ? ) 
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Yes s i r . He ' s  got a s ackful of ' em ,  an ' den he ' d  g ive a fif ty cen t  piece fa ' 
' em . Ah ' ve seen him buy dem o f f  l i t t l e  chillun . Yo ' kin g o out in de field 
j es ' g o  an ' g it ' em  an ' b ring ' em .  

An ' den i t ' s anudde r way yo ' do ' s  tuh move a person . As long as dis p a ' t i c
' l ar thing d at he ope rate s wit - as long as hi t live an ' moves , yo '  g o t t a  move 
an '  dat wus de s imp l e s t  thing as a gopher . Jes ' t ake a gophe r an ' j es '  lak , yo '  
know , he know yore ' nitial . An ' j es ' take a knife an ' j es '  ' g rave yo re ' ni ti al , 
j es ' lak yo re n ame is 1 1W . D . " - s omep in l ak dat - put dem two le t t ahs on dere an ' 
j es ' as long as dat gophe r l ive ,  why yo ' be movin ' an ' wande rin ' . 

(The g ophe r  down here i s  what we call a sort o f  a turtle , isn ' t  i t ? ) 
No s i r , dem gophers . See , hi t ' s  a gopher an '  a turtle , yo ' see . De allig ator 

turt le an 1 •  
(Well , the g opher has go t  a hard she ll hasn ' t he? ) 
Got a hard she ll an ' it ' s  kinda round - have kind o f  a s coop humpb ack-lo ok-

like . 
( S o r t  o f  a humpb ack- like . I t  live s in water o r  on land ? )  

No , land - i t  g rows in de s and , up on de s andhills . 
[ The burrowing l and torto ise (Gopherus po lyphemus ) along the co as t o f  the 

Southern S t ates is called a gopher . ]  
Wel l , de g opher , yo ' j es ' ket ch one of dem an '  j es '  ' g rave h i s  ' ni t i al on i t , 

an '  long as da t [ thing goes yo ' go ] . 
We ll , see , he didn ' t  nevah do no evi l . Jes ' lak , now , dat someb o dy wus 

tricke d by a foot track , he tell ' em how dey wus tri cked , an '  when dey wus 
tricked , an ' who done i t , an '  den he would go to work an '  s t op d at . 

Know whut do wit dem h en aig dat come from dis p a ' t ic ' lar hen .  He always kep t 
her in a l i t t le pen tub her s el f . 

(Thi s b lack hen? ) 
Dis b la ck hen . An ' he wouldn ' t  nuse de aig s fo ' dis heah . 
Je s ' lak a man dat h i s  courage would b e  in a shape where he can ' t  have a for

nication wi t nob ody but one p a ' t i c ' lar wumman .  We ll , now , he ' d  nus e dat aig fa ' 
dat . Well , he ' d  t ake dis aig an ' break it an ' he woul d  yo lk dis aig . Ah gue ss 
yo ' unders t and whu t ah 'm t alkin ' ' b ou t  [ b y  yo lking an egg ] - j es ' s ep arate de 
white f rom de y allah .  Den he would g o  tuh work an ' t ake some o f  dis s ame night
wood oi l ah ' m t alkin ' ' bou t an ' mix it wit di s whi te of de aig an ' whip i t . We ll 
a f te r  he whip it , why it come tub be a kind of a s alve- l ike - yo ' know , come to 
be kinda hal f  s t i f f  yo ' s ee an ' so f t . An ' den he would g ive i t  t ub yo ' an ' le t 
chew bathe yo ' self in it , right round de navel , j e s '  lak den an ' den yo ' come tub 
be j es ' lak yo ' on ce air [were ] . 

He s ay a man lose his nature through two ways , ah ' ve heard ' im exp lain . He 
kin have inte r cours e wit a woman an '  after he have de dis ch arge , she don ' t  g it 
her ' n  mix wit chure ' s .  After yo ' have yore dis ch arge an ' yo ' g it up , we ll she 
wipe yore p r ivate chew see . Well , her ' n  ain ' t mix wit dat an ' whi le she wip in ' 
yo ' yo ' unders tand , she let s ome o f  it git round yo re navel - j e s ' rub some of i t  
round yore navel . [ This is an unusual cause o f  impo tence - even for hoo doo ! ]  
Yo ' don ' t  p ay no ' tenshun whut she do in ' . Yo ' might b e  a ole rum-haid or s omep in 
l ak dat an ' yo ' ain ' t  payin ' nuthin no mind . Yo ' know how a rum-haid is . Well , 
de1 j e s '  f ix yo ' l ak  dat . Dat ' s  one way . Dat ' s  yo re dis charge . 

Wel l , now , de o thah way , she kin take yo ' dis charge an '  wipe yo ' wi t a dishrag 
an '  fo l d  dat an ' put it ovah de do ' .  

Well , now , he t ole ' em  j es '  how d at done , an ' den he go t ub wo rk an ' t ake i t  
o f f  dem . 

(With the b lack egg ? ) 
Wit de b lack aig an ' den dey kin g o  tub work an ' j es '  l ak a woman ' s  g o t chew 
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tri ck whut chew can ' t  have no woman but her ,  well , yo ' kin nuse dat dishrag wit 
milk - b lack cow ' s  milk . 

(How would he do that ? )  
He takes dat rag eve ' mawnin ' an ' he bathes dat an '  washes dat rag in de 

bl ack cow ' s milk j es '  at sunrise ,  an '  after yo ' wash dis rag wit de milk ,  yo ' 
goes tuh work an ' yo '  washes yore private wit de same mi lk,  j es ' at sunrise an ' 
throw it sunrise .  An '  do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  yo ' come tuh be j e s ' as much 
l ak yo ' have been . Ah ' ve seen him do dat .  

Don ' t  know ' bout no feather from a buz zard , but ah ' ve seen him go to de buz
zard nes t an '  g it somep in out de nest . Ah ' ve seen him go to a buz zard nes t in de 
woods an '  g i t  a s tone out a de nes t  ab out dat s ize . Ah as t him whut dat s tone -
whut de buzzard nuse dat stone fo ' an ' he s ay he nuse de s tone fo ' tuh hatchin ' 
of  de aigs . He foun ' ' em  in eve ' buzzard nes t  yo ' could go tuh . 

Now yo ' take de b at - now he always nuse de heart of de bat fo ' luck , too . 
(How did he tell people they were fixed with their chamber Zye ? )  
Well , when peoples come t o  h im  wit anything tricked like dat , he j es '  tell ' em  

j e s ' z actly whut happen t o  ' em yo ' know . 
He tole me not tuh tell nobody . 
(Jus t b efore he died . )  
He tole me somepin he didn ' t  want me tuh tell nobody bu t ah as t him why . An '  

he s aid , "Well , son , yo ' be takin ' bread out yore mouth . "  Says , "I t might do 
yo ' good in de future , but course ah sees it in a vision . "  S ay s , "Yo ' ll nevah 
treasure i t , "  s aid , "but i f  yo ' should take a no tion tuh give it away , "  he says , 
"it wuth s omepin to yo ' • " Dat whut he tole me . " 

( This secret - you wouldn ' t tell i t  to me ? ) 
Well , ah - ah nevah did [ learn ]  ' nuff - he wus good o le [man ] . 

HOODOO BOOK MAN 

I READ DE "SEVEN BOOKS OF MOSES " SEVEN OR EIGHT YEAH A 'READY • • • •  
DE FOUNDATION OF "HOODOOISM" CAME FROM WAY BACK YONDAH 

DE TIME DAT MOSES WRITTEN DE BOOK "DE SEVEN BOOK OF MOSES " 

"HOODOOISM� " ANYTHIN ' DA ' CHOO DO IS DE PLAN OF GOD 
UNDAHSTAN ' �  GOD HA VE SOMEPIN TO DO WIT EVAH ' THIN ' YOU DO 

IF IT 'S GOOD OR BAD� HE 'S GOT SOMEPIN TO DO WIT IT • • • •  
JIS ' WHAT 'S FO ' YOU� YOU ' LL GIT IT 

MOS ' OF 'EM [ SHRINE KEEPERS ] DRESS IN A GOWN • • • •  
IF YOU GO DERE FO ' ANYTHIN ' LIKE "HUl{fiN ' "  SOMEBODY 

YOU [ SHRINE KEEPER] PUTS ON A BLACK GOWN 
AN ' IF YO U GO DERE FO ' GAMBLIN ' 

DEY [SHRINE KEEPERS ] PUT ON MOS ' OF DE TIME A GREEN OR PINK ONE • • • •  
HE [ SHRINE KEEPER ] SETS IN FRONT OF DAT ALTAH 

DAT ALTAH HAS GOT ALL KIN 'A CANDLES ON AN '  SAINTS OF ALL KIN 'S 
AN ' JIS ' WHAT YOU TELL 'IM YOU WANT 'IM TO DO • • • •  

• HE SET DAT CANDLE TO DAT SAINT • • • •  
BUT DAT IS GON 'A COS ' YOU MONEY 

DEY GOT A RIVAH DOWN HEAH DEY CALL DE MISSISSIPPI RIVAH 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 
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[ Elsewhere I have also said that the black-mag i c  book or b ooks ti tled Sixth 
and Seventh Books of Moses is part o f  the Bible for mo s t  hoodoo believers . The 
las t quotation - like similar quo t ations from other doctors - shows that no one 
accused me of  super-intellectual airs while out in the collecting field . The 
material o f  informant 786 is on cylinders A2 75 : 4-A2 81 : 1 = 109 1- 109 7 . ] 

Mos ' o f  ' em  dress in a gown - sometime it ' s  a b lack gown .  I f  you go dere fo ' 
anythin '  like hurting somebody ,  you puts on a b lack gown ; and if you go dere fo ' 
g amblin ' , dey put on mos ' o f  de t ime a g reen or pink one . But mos t  o f  de time 
yo ' t rip in dere with dat black gown on . He sets in front o f  dat altah . Dat 
alt ah has got all kin ' a  candles on and saints o f  all kind� , and j is '  what you 
tell ' im you  want ' im to do , how you want ' im  to do it , he set dat candle to dat 
saint . Understand . But dat is goin ' to cos ' you money . Or even ,  it may cos '  
you $ 2 5  or $ 30 , i f  you want it to  do somethin ' real serious . Now , if you want a 
hand t o  gamble , i t  cos ' you maybe $25  or $ 30 .  I have had it mahsel f , you under
stan ' . But de hoodOo peop le dey go t a altah made j is '  like in a Cath ' lic church , 
but not as b ig as dat , an ' dey go t  all ovah de wall di ff ' rent s aints and di ff ' r
ent candles burnin ' all round - diff ' rent candles burnin ' . Now any candle dat 
you want to set , or anythin ' dat you wanted done - you tell ' em ,  "I want you to 
kill So-and-so . "  "All right , I charge you so-and-so much . " 

(Tell me how thos e gambling hands are made . )  
Well , one o f  dese gamblin ' han 's is made like dis . You take a silvah dime , 

you take yeh a piece o f  lodes tone , you take yeh some s tee l  dus t ,  you take yeh a 
piece of  red flannin [ flannel ]  an ' a piece o f  garlic . You p ut dat in dat little 
piece o f  red flannin .  When you git done wit i t , i t ' ll  be  ab out dat big . An '  
you sew i t up good . An '  you keep dat always in your pocke t . Don ' t  let nobody 
tech i t .  Oh ! When you g i t  t o  gamblin ' ,  you po ' whiskah [wh iskey] on it . Dat 
causes you ' re makin ' it drunk . You keeps it drunk when you goin ' t o  g amble . You 
po ' whiskah on it .  But don ' t  let nobody tech it  but yoreself .  Now , dat ' s  what 
choo call a gamb lin ' han ' . 

Now , some people have a b iggah one . De b iggah dey is , de more dey cos ' .  But 
a small one ' ll cos ' choo aroun ' $ 2 5  or $ 30 .  

Stee l dust , a silvah dime . 
(The s ame thing in both sizes ? )  
Dey use de s ame thin ' in both size , but de b iggah pieces dey make mo ' powah . 

You unders tan ' . Or j is '  like you gon ' a  make a big one , you put a quartah ; if 
you gon ' a  make a small one , you pu t  a dime . It go t  to be s ilvah money . S ilvah 
money mos ' ly use in anythin ' like dat . 

Sometime dey use John de Conker . Now , John de Conker is made like a roo t . 
You done see a roo t  dat grows in de woo ds . People git  ' em an ' make diff ' rent 
kin ' a  soda an ' medicine . You underst an ' . Dey call dat John de Conker . I t ' s  a 
lit tle dry root ' b out little b iggah ' an  a match .  You put dat in yore mouth an '  
you chew it , an ' you spit it all aroun ' de t ab le where you ' re gamb lin ' . You 
see . Dat ' s  to make it , you know , evah ' thin ' den come yore way . 

I f  you haven ' t  go t de [ gambling ] han ' ,  you use de John de Conker. But you kin 
us� ' em b of togethah . Dat will make you still have a mo ' b igg ah powah . 

I f  you could git someb ody befo ' you go to  trial , to git choo some luaky p�
dah - now , dey got two kin ' a  powdah . Dey got  one dey call bad luak an '  [ another 
calle d]  lucky p�dah .  I tole you about de bad Zuak powdah a few minute ago . G i t  
choo s ome luaky powdah dat mornin ' b efo ' you go  to trial .  G i t  choo a piece o f  
John de Conker in yore mouth , you underst an ' . Let somebody go  to de co ' rtroom 
be fo ' t rial . You know co ' rt is open up e arly in de mornin ' , but de trial har ' ly 
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s tart to roun ' about nine o ' clo ck .  I f  somebody kin e ase in de re b efo ' trial , 
sprinkle roun ' de j udge pulpit - you know , place o f  bu s ine ss , an '  where de dis
trict attornah sets at , den where de j ury box • • .  sprinkle goo d ,  you unders t an ' ,  
befo ' anybody kin git in • . • Now ,  dis powdah . • .  dey us e  [ is ]  dark powdah - you 
can ' t s ee it , it ' s  dark . You can ' t see nuthin on de f loah .  Bu t if it was light 
p owdah , you couldn ' t  throw in s omepin an ' sprinkle . You us e  dat dat mo rnin ' 
befo ' you go into co ' rt .  Now , dey got some s tuf f dey put in dere clothes dey 
c all lemon bark . I t ' s  made like de b ark on a tree , but not as g reen . 

(You me an  lemon bark - like the lemon juice i s  from? ) 
Dis is like a p iece of wood .  Dat ' s de name of i t , lemon b ark . You t ake dat 

and you s o ak it in watah dat night befo ' you g it re ady to  go .  You b ath yore self 
in i t . You underst an ' . Now , dat ' s  lucky powdah , de lemon b ark , an '  dat John de 
Conker. You got  to use dem thin ' s  though befo ' you go to co ' t .  If you could git 
somebody t o  put dem two thin ' s  in dere befo ' you go to co ' t , choo kin use one 
yoreself ;  ' cause dat John de Conker roo t , choo have to use dat yore self . 

(How do you do tha t ? )  
You chew dat . An ' den you go on in de co ' t .  You j is '  keep a-sp i ttin ' all de 

way from where you s tar t  from de j ail . Dey tell you , s p i t . You don ' t  have to 
sp i t  no b ig mouth of spit . Jis ' spit enough ,  you know , so i t ' ll evaporate from 
your b reas ' [ b reath ] . An ' while you set tin ' in de co ' t ,  keep a- spittin ' . Don ' t  
nevah sp i t  unless you use a co ' t spit toon . Jis ' sp i t  enough so he [ the j udge ] 
inhale it , so dat i t ' ll fly out chor mouth . I t ' ll fly ovah de j udg e b en ch . You 
know , j is '  like you b reathe , yore b reath - well , it evapo rates in dis room . Well 
dat [ spi t ]  will do de s ame thin ' . We ll , dat would g it de influence of de j ury
mens . It would make de j udge feel mo ' towards you . But as fo ' de dis tri ct 
at to rnah , he couldn ' t  talk like he wanted to . 

Ah come from Louisville , Ky . Ah came heah in 19 12 . Ah been he ah twenty-eight 
{ twenty-six ]  yeahs in dis town .  An ' ah got into a troub le heah . Ah tel l  you ah 
was in purtty b ad shap e . Dere was ol ' lady ovah de rivah at a place called 
Algie r .  Now , dere where all de ho odoos mos ' ly at . Dere ' s  not too many on dis 
s ide . But de people on dis s ide dey go t plenty s ens e . But de mos t  of de hoodoos 
is ovah de rivah .  Dey go t  a rivah down heah dey call de Mis sissipp i Rivah . So 
whils t ah was in j ai l  mah wife she hired - ah don ' t  know what ah ' m  gon ' a  do . Dey 
go t two lawyahs heah , good lawyahs . One dey call 0 .  an ' { the othe r ]  R . Now , 
dem ' s  de two bes ' lawyahs in dis ci ty . We ll , dey h ad mah case fo ' $150 .  Ah goes 
ovah dere an '  gi ts dis o le lady to work on mah case . She tole mah ole l ady to 
git  her a beef heart . 

Mah wi fe went . Ah couldn ' t g o , ah was in j ai l  you see . S o  she tole mah ol ' 
l ady t o  git he r a beef heart - a hear t  out of a bee f , a cow . Sh e took dat heart , 
she driv i t  fulla needles - all through dat , needles . Now , ah - she buried it . 
But where she buried it , ah don ' t  know . An '  den she tole mah ole lady to bring 
her a p air of mah unde rweah a day or s o  befo ' ah go to co ' t .  Well , mah o le lady 
carried underwe ahs , so cks ,  top shirt an '  all , ovah dere to he r .  She t akes dem 
thing s an ' she fix ' em up in s ome s tuff she had . Now , what de s tuff she fixed 
' em up in , ah couldn ' t say .  Well , she fixe d  dem clothe s  up an '  told mah ole l ady 
to tell me to put ' em on de mornin ' dat ah was g oin ' to go to co ' t .  An ' ah went 
to co ' t  dat mornin ' . An ' at n ine o ' clock dey call mah cas e . An '  at three 
o ' clock - we•l , dey ca ll mah case at nine o ' clo ck .  Dey j is '  hold mah cas e  t o  
about ten- thirty an '  went in d e  box settin ' aroun ' to somepin t o  eleven . A t  two 
o ' clock dey was s ti ll in de box . By h al f-pas t two dey was s till in de box . I t  
was somepin to fo ' when dey came out de box . Dey come outa de box an '  found me 
no t guil ty . Ah was gu ilty , j is ' as gui l ty as ah ' m  s e t tin ' in dis chair . 

(What was the name of the woman your wife went to ? )  
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Madame Whi te . You take Madame Helen , she dead . But dis woman dey call 
Madame White , she s till livin ' . 

Well , de way dey do dat . I ' d  write chore name five or six diff ' rent way . 

1757  

I ' d  write it  disaway [ demonst rate s ]  - all de way down disaway . Den I ' d  turn it  
aroun ' den an ' I ' d  write it all de way down dis away . Den I ' d  turn dis  papah 
roun ' disaway an '  I ' d  write it  all de way down disaway . I take dat den an ' I 
put it  in a bottle . I s top it  up . I ' d  walk to a s tream of watah dat ' s  runnin '  -
not no s till watah , runnin ' watah , somepin like de Mississippi Rivah or  de Gulf 
of Mexi co , or some place . I ' d throw dat in dere . An '  dat bottle ' ll drift an '  
drif t an ' drift  an ' drift , An '  j is '  de mo ' de bottle - as long de bottle drift , 
you ' ll drift  right on somewhere .  Don ' t  say you ' ll fo llow de way de bottle went , 
but choo drif t away from dat city . An '  evah ' where you stop ,  as long dat bottle . 
Now , if  i t  rains , or  somepin , enough to wash dat bottle up on de shore - well , 
when dat bottle wash up on de shore - well , you ' ll drift until dat bottle qui t 
driftin ' . When dat bottle ' ll quit driftin ' , right where dat bo ttle quit driftin ' 
is right where you pass away . 

What do you do about de moon , Now , you got a certain time - j is ' l ike if you 
wanted a man wife , you have to work dat on de light of  de moon . You git dis wo
man name , an ' try to git a piece of her clo thes . An ' you take an ' git it  on de 
light of de moon an '  you ' d  bury it . You take her name an ' wrap i t  up - write it 
on a pie ce of  papah - an ' you put it in a bottle . You take her undahwear - if 
you could g it it - or top clothes , but choo like to git somepin close to her 
skin . You take dat den an '  you bury it . Wrap it  up an ' you bury it . An '  do 
[ though ]  it ' ll take about s ix or seven week befo '  dat would t ake effect . She 
may not even wan ' a  have you . She may evah time you dere , she tell no . You have 
to take dem thin ' an ' bury ' ern in de ground . An '  mo ' an '  mo ' she ' ll have somepin 
to s ay .  De [ one ] minute she ' d  meet choo an ' she won ' t  speak when you meet her . 
Aftah awhile she ' d  meet choo an ' she ' d  want to  have a convers ation . You see , dat 
works gradually , it  don ' t  work right  now . But if you take dat an ' bury it - you 
take her name an '  t ry  to  git some of  her underweah , you wrap it  up an ' you bury 
it . 

(Now , what  do you wrap up ? Do you put that underwear in the bottle , right in 
the bottle ? )  

You put her name in de bottle . You see , de undahweah is too big to git  in de 
bottle , but choo wrap dat up roun ' de bottle like dis , right aroun ' de b ott le , 
an ' take you a string an '  t ie it . Den you dig a purt ty good size hole fo ' dat 
to go in - aroun ' a foot or foot an '  a half - an ' you ' d  bury it  in de groun ' by 
de light of de moon . Now , w ' en dat moon git  on de light , evah time dat moon git 
on de light , she come dat mo ' to  you . You unders tan ' . You know when de moon ' s  
on de dark , she wouldn ' t  be worried about cheh , so anxious about cheh . But when 
de moon chang e on de light ,  den she ' d  want to pass somewhere where she could see 
you . You understan ' .  Her mind would be always on you at de light of de moon , 
unt il she come in yore house where you could call man an ' wife . An '  den you go 
to where you digged dat up , where you put it , an '  you dig it up , an ' den you do 
away wit it . You do away wit it ' cause you wouldn ' t  need dat in de ground no 
mo ' den . Dig it up an '  you do away wit i t .  

I f  you had a woman an ' you was to leave home , she would go down heah t o  de 
Cra�kerjack Drug Store  an ' she ' d  git some s tee l dus t ,  she ' d  git some cinnamon , 
an ' she ' d  git huh a bottle of  Luaky Dog . Dey got a bot tle of  perfoom about dat 
high an ' about dat b ig aroun ' - it  cos ' you two bits  - down heah in de 400 , in 
de fourth b lo ck of  Rampart S tree t .  

(What d o  you call it ? The Luoky Dog? ) 
Lucky D-0-G - Dog . You go down dere an ' you git  choo a bottle of  dat . You 
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g it choo a p ack o f  s tee l dus t .  Well , you kin g it a ten- cent one - it ' s  in a 
lit t le small package somepin like you buy flower seed . You git choo a p ackage 
of dat s tee l dus t ,  you git  choo a bottle of Lucky Dog , an ' git choo some of dis 
scent [ incense ]  powdah . You put dat in all togethah . 

(Talcum powder or incense powder ? )  . 
In cense powdah . You put it in somepin like a ' b acca s ack . You write dat 

name on a piece of  pap ah .  You put dat stee l dus t in dat lit tle s ack , an '  dat 
name in dat litt le s ack ,  an '  you sprinkle dat Lucky Dog all ovah it . You see , 
dat Lucky Dog is a sweet-smellin ' cologne . You sprinkle dat all ovah . You see , 
in hoodOoism you have to use somepin to keep dem thin ' alive - if  you got a hand, 
you have to use s omepin on dat hand to keep it ' live - an '  you have to keep it 
out of  anybody ' s  way to keep ' em  from touchin ' it ; fo ' if dey touch i t , it ain ' t  
no mo ' good , it ' s  dead . An '  you t ake it an ' you put it in a lit tle sack ,  an '  you 
sew it up wit his name , or he r name , or whosomevah you wan ' a  git back - if yore 
wife gone an ' you wan ' a  g i t  her back . You take dat an ' you put it in dere , an ' 
you sew dat up good , good , so no air can ' t  git to it . An ' yo ' we ar dat in yore 
po cke t evah day . You wear dat in yore pocke t un til you see thin ' s  beg in to 
change . I f  you see whe re she - now , she may come de nex ' doah , unders t an ' . 
Fin ' ly ,  if  she don ' t  - she don ' t  come right on in dere . She gon ' a  come to de 
nex ' doah . Wel l ,  f in ' ly she come to de nex ' doah , an '  you may be sett in '  on de 
gal l 'ry readin ' de papah . She ' ll s ay somepin . Tomorrah , sh e come back again . 
But you got to wear dat in yore pocket , an ' you keep dat sprinkled wit dat Lucky 
Dog until she come b ack home . Well , aftah she come back home , you won ' t  need dat 
any mo ' ,  it wouldn ' t  be no service to you , an '  you could do away wit it . 

You kin take a woman an '  you don ' t  want her to foo l wi t nobody . You ket ch 
you a toadfrog , you ke t ch you a toadfrog an '  you ' 11 fry him .  G it choo some lard 
an '  you put him in a ho t g reas e an '  you fry him . An '  when you fry it down to 
nu�in bu t a li ttle cracklin ' ,  you take him out . An ' he ' s  no more good , you 
throw him away . An ' den while she sleepin ' ,  any time you kin ket ch her sleepin ' , 
j is '  take some dat grease an ' rub her from her navel on down , way down be tween 
her legs , good , j is '  rub her good wit dat . An '  ain ' t no main in town kin ke t ch 
her . 

I f  you wan ' a learn to be a mus ic [musi cian] now , you go out to the forks of  a 
road at twelve o ' clock at night . You see , at twelve o ' clo ck at night , de mos ' ly 
dat hoodooism is worked at . You see , hoodOoism was given down from de foundation 
of Moses long years back .  An ' at twelve o ' clock at night . 

( Can you tel l  me something else about how it s t arted? How hoodooism s tarted ? )  
HoodOoism s t arted way back in de time dat Moses days , b ack in o le ancient 

times , nine thous and years ago . Now you see , Moses , he was a prophet j is ' like 
Peter , Paul an '  James . An ' den he quit bein ' a prophet an ' started de hoodoo
ism - what we call de Seven Book o[ Moses . See , I read de Seven Book o[ Moses 
seven or eight year a ' ready . You t ake de Seven Book of Moses - well aftah Mos es 
writ de Seven Book o[ Moses , dere where hoodOoism t ook about . Now , j is '  like you 
am bitter wit a man , or you owe a man s ome money . You haven ' t  got any money an '  
you don ' t  want to b e  worried wit his arguing for it . You take his name an '  write 
it , an ' wear it in your le f t  shoe , an ' you ' ll never b e  worried wit dat man . Well 
dat ' s  hoodooism .  O r  j is '  like you want t o  git  a p ie ce o f  money from m e  an '  you 
say , " I f  I �o to him , he won ' t  let me handle it , "  Well , you walk right down here 
to de drug s tore an '  git choo a piece o f  John de Conker root , an '  you come to me 
wit dat John de Conker in your mouth . But I can ' t  see it . I don ' t  know if you 
chewin '  chewin ' -gum or you chewin ' tobacco . But yet  you sp ittin ' . De whole time 
you talk wit me , you spittin ' . Dat abmosphere from your mouth , your b reath dat 
choo let t in '  out , draws de influence of me ,  make me do things dat I wouldn ' t  
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wan ' a  do , because de powah is strongah ' an  mah mind . You see . Dat ' s hoodooism . 
You see . But hoodooism came about - de foundation of hoodooism came from way 
back yondah de t ime dat Moses written de book - De Seven Book o[ Moses . 

· 

You go out to de forks of de roads - dat ' s  if you wan ' a  learn how to do 
somep in . You might wan ' a learn how to be a - maybe a C!U.rtjurin ' person, or  you 
might wan ' a  learn how to be a - some kin ' of an o fficah or somepin ,  or you might 
wan ' a learn how to be a good gamblah . Nobody can ' tell w ' a '  choo got in view . 
You make up your mind an '  s ay , ' 'Well , ah 'm  goin ' out to de forks of  de road . "  
Well , you know you can ' t  har ' ly find forks of  de ro ad dat are plentiful . You 
have to be whure you know a road run down into a fak . You go out dab roun ' de 
ahur of twelve o ' clock .  Well , you see , if it aroun ' de ahur of twe lve o ' clock -
de reason why so many peoples do thin ' s  at nighttime , because night care [ carry ] 
more evil ' an day .  Dere ' s  mo ' thin ' s  dat done at night ' an dere is in de day -
dere ' s  no t no light . An '  murdah , you know , an '  kidnapp in ' ,  or you taken some
body for a ride , is mos ' ly done at night . Well , dat ' s de t ime de mos t  o f  de 
evil sp irit travul - is at night . You go out to de forks of a road an ' you carry 
you out dere a gi ' tah ' . You carry you out dere a g i ' tah '  an ' you j is '  play an ' 
play .  You gotta do some - but i f  you kin play , you j is '  p lay you some musi c  out 
dere . An '  you ain ' t gon ' a  be ab le t o  see roun ' you fer de spirit - full of  
spirit . An '  den if  you kin talk to spirit , or  if you kin see  spirit - well , you 
gon ' a  see some dat night , because dey gon ' a  come all kin ' a  way [ in various 
forms ] . Bu ' choo got  to have nerve to stan ' it . You see , s ome people can ' t  
stan ' it  be cause it  too much frighten to ' em .  You see . But if  you kin s tan '  
i t , you kin git  anythin ' tha '  chao wan ' do right dere - anythin ' tha '  choo wan ' a  
command . I f  you kin s t an '  a good tune - wi t  it , you ' ll git evah ' thin ' you want 
t o  do . 

Now , he gon ' a  be de same sp irit j oo got out of all dem spirits standin ' to 
ask fer w ' a '  choo want dere . Aftah you play de moosic  a certain lenck of time , 
all de res t  of spirit gon ' a  leave . But dey gon ' a  leave dis spirit s tandin ' 
dere . Dis de sp irit da ' chao want to git your gif ' from . An ' den you ask him . 
An ' den he ' ll tell you - well , w ' a '  to do an ' how to  do it . 

A rainy night is de bes t . 
(Why ? )  
Be cause de evil spirit walks mo ' .  
(Oh ,  they walk more on a rainy night . )  
When it ' s  lightnin ' and thunder de spiri ts travel mo ' dan dey do on any othah 

night . But anyhow any night a� twelve o ' clo ck de evil spirits out . Jis ' like 
you go out during de day - j is ' like you was gon ' a  dig money , you wouldn ' t  wan ' a  
go dig money at  twelve o ' clock in de day . You have to go at night at a certain 
hour - at twelve o ' clo ck - to be s t art on de j ob . 

(How do you do that , dig money ? How do you do that ? )  
Well , diggin ' money , I ' ve b een follow dat all mah days . But diggin '  money , 

you have somepin made like a pit chure machine dey take pitchures [with = camera 
on a tripod ] . Now , dis is what dey call a locatah . 

(A lo cater . )  
Dis will dire ct j oo where de money at . Or hits made somep in like a man dat ' s  

levelin ' lan '  [ surveyo r ' s leve l ]  or h e ' d work wi th a needle [ comp ass ] . Now , j is '  
life dere ' s  money anywhere in de cornah of dis buildin ' .  Maybe somebody tell 
you , dey s ay ,  "A man s t ayed in heah , dey say he had plenty money when he died , 
but nobody could fin '  it . "  Well , you ' d imagine dat he might o f  put it  in heah 
an '  cement it ovah . Well , you ' d  git  choo a money director. A money dire ctor 
sets up on a high leg j is '  like a lan ' - one of  dem thin ' s  dat ver [ survey ] lan ' . 

( Surveyors use . )  
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Yes . You work it wi t a needle - b ack an ' fo r th - back an '  forth - an '  any
where you s top at - you work on around like dat - dat money i s  suppose to be  in 
dat direct ion . Now ,  you no t sure of  de spot , you have to take what choo cal l 
a soundin '-rod. A soundin '-rod is sharp on one end . You j erk dat in de groun ' 
an ' by dat bein '  s teel , you g it de soun ' o f  de money from de rod .  Wel l , dat ' s  
de spo t . Now , when you g on ' a  dig dat money , you have to dig dat money late ahurs 
at night - roun ' de ahur of twelve o ' clo ck de mos ' it is dug . Den , you gon ' a  
have a lo t o f  t roub le wi t sp iri ts , too - do [ though] s ome peop le kin talk to 
sp irits , s ome kin command spirits . Now , dey got people kin handle spirits -
evah ' b ody can ' t  do it . Do dey g o t  some stuff you sprinkle dey call wild 
emmit [ ? ]  • • • •  

I t ' s  somepin like dus t bu t  it ' s  a dus t out of a dead man ' s  b one s ; but dey 
don ' t  s ay dead man 's bones , dey s ay wi Zd emmi t .  I t ' s dus t dat g roun ' out o f  
b one . 

(How do you spell that ? )  
Well , I don ' t know zactly how to spell it mahself . 
(Wi Zd Emme t? ) 
Yes , Wi Zd Emmet . 
(All right . )  
You t ake dat an '  you sprinkle dat around de spot where he gon ' a  dig dat way 

you can ' t  demand spirit . Well , you kin demand sp irit if  you read de Bib le b e fo ' 
you s tart .  Jis ' l ike i f  s ix o f  u s  g on ' a  dig ,  one man i s  goin ' t o  read de B ib le . 
Now , you no 'pose  to talk atall . If  you want water , or a shovel , or spade , £E 
p i ck ,  you p ' int it . But choo don ' t wan ' a use nary ano thah a word aftah you s t art 
to digg in ' , because if you do , you won ' t  be  ab le to  g it anythin ' . I t  ' pose  to b e  
dug late ahurs a t  night - n o  talk , no con fusion in your mind . Now , i f  you go t a 
mind to t ake i t  from me an ' de o thah fellahs had a mind to take it from you - b ut 
you j is '  rathah stay at home . You s ee , you have to go  dere wit one mind - one 
intention . An '  if you take your own an ' I take mine - not one fellah to beat de 
othah fellah out of any thin ' b e cause you won ' t  do any goo d .  You see . But dat is 
done a t  de ahur of twelve a ' clo ck .  An '  den you dig dere .  Somet imes you hi t i t  
an ' don ' t  g i t  it . I s e e  one nigh t we hit a chest  up here in Mis s ippi [Mississ
ippi ]  a t  a place dey call in Mis sippi - five mile s above Picayne , Miss . , on de 
S outhern [ Railroad] dey g o t  a place dey call de Di ' mon ' [ Di amond ]  Hil l .  

( Diamond Hill ? ) 
Yeah . Di ' mon ' Hill , Miss . Dat ' s  s ix miles from Pi cayne , Miss . Well , dey 

started digg in ' an '  aftah dey s t ar ted to diggin ' , de closer you g i t  de mo re t rou
b le you g on ' a  have . Now , dey go t one spirit - he ' s  wuser ' an any othah spirit . 
Dey got a g ang o f  lit t le spirits . You read de B ib le dere some of ' em in i t . Dey 
got a spiri t  wit hi s haid cut o f f . Now , i t ' s  all spi rit  haven ' t  g o t  de haid off . 
Dey some spirit walks j is ' like you - j is '  look zackly like a man . An '  den dey 
got one spirit wit his haid of f .  Oh , he was at a time , ah think , i f ah 'm not 
mistaken , de t ime dat Golyli th [ Go liath]  kil t dat b ig king - dat awful king dey 
had b ack in an cient times . Aft ah he kilt t im ,  he t ook his sword by bein ' so  
angry an '  cut his  haid o f f ,  you see . But he kilt t im wit a s ling sho t . 

You see , David was a small shepherd boy an ' so dis fellah was s upposed t o  b e  
a powah ful m an  i n  dem days . Nobody could handle him . So David t old his fathah , 
he said , "Let me g o out on de b at tlefield an ' figh t  dis gi ' nt . "  So his f athah 
s aid , "You nuthin but a lad , what kin you know ? "  S o  h e  s ay ,  "All righ t ,  j is '  
give me de privilege to  go fight ' im . 1 1 So , aft ah he b ein '  a boy wit s i ch a 
nerve , dey s ay ,  ' 'Well , go ahaid .  11 David s aid , "Well , g ive me a s ling sho t .  1 1  An ' 
on de way goin ' ' long he p i cked up some good  ro cks - about four or  five g oo d nice 
round ro cks . He went out dere an ' he - but it  was all in de plan of  de Lord . I t  



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chc raf t - Roo two rk - 1 761 

make no dif f ' r en t - hoodooism , any thin ' da ' cho o  do i s  de plan of G o d . Unde r
s t an ' , God have s omepin to do wit evah ' thin ' you do . I f  it ' s  go od o r  b ad , he ' s  
g o t  s omepin to do wi t i t . An '  on de way D avid was g oin ' , he were talkin ' to de 
L o rd an ' de Lo rd were wit ' im . Se e , if de Lo rd wit choo , well yo u migh t go out 
dere an ' a s t ree t car h i t  choo an ' it won ' t  hur t  choo . Den you might g o out de re 
ag ain an '  s tumb le an '  break yo re neck . Jis ' wha t ' s  fer you , you ' ll g i t  i t . So , 
on de way whi le David was goin ' out dere he has di s  s l ingsho t .  When he g o t out 
dere he s een dis great b ig g i ' nt an '  he j i s ' h ad his ro ck in his s ling an ' de 
firs t ro ck dat he throwed i t  would hit him in de t emp le an ' kill ' im .  We ll , by 
' im b ein ' so ang ry , he run to ' im  an ' rushed out his swo rd an ' cut his haid o f f . 

Now , dat de wo rst spir i t  you have any t roub le wit di gg in ' money . Now , de firs t 
you may see a sp i r i t  come p aw like a horse . You s ee , it t ake nerve to dig money ,  
be caus e dis money ' s  a evi l sp irit in de hous e . An ' i f  you were t o  die an ' had 
ab ou t f i f ty o r  s ixty t ' ous and dol lahs s omewhere , de whole t ime y ou ' d  b e  on your 
s i ck b e d , yo re mind wou ld be on yore money . We ll , if you we re t o  die , dat 
money ' d  s t ill be dere , an ' you woul d die wit dat money on yo re mind an ' fe r 
ye ars an ' ye ars you would wat ch dat money . I f  s omeb o dy would try to g i t  dat 
money ,  you ' d  make - you f righ t ' em  away some kind of way . Und er s t an ' ? Well , 
dat ' s  de way dat is wo rke d . Now , some t ime you s ee a s p i r i t  comin ' - one nigh t 
we were dig g in ' money out in a ho le an '  here come a who le team - look j is '  like 
a fel l ah ' s  f armin ' in de tob ac co country o r  somew ' ere - y ou could hear ' em on dem 
mules j i s '  a- comin ' ,  p awin ' . Yo u see , wit dese l i t tle spi rit s , dey ' ll come . ![ 
dey can ' t  g i t  choo away , we ll den de b ig sp iri t ' l l  come . Dey come p awin ' l ike a 
hor s e , b arkin ' l ike a dog - dere eyes be big as a s aucer an '  red as a ball of 
f iah .  But i f  you kin s tan '  dem th in ' s ,  you kin come pur t ' near doin ' any th in ' 
you want . But you can ' t s t an ' i t .  Dat ' s  de money p rop o s i t ion . 

I s ay any thin ' d a '  choo t ake f r om yo re b ody an ' bury it in de g roun ' , i t ' l l 
kill s omeb ody . 

I s ay - you s ee , anythin '  from yo re body [ is ]  a sub s t i tu te o f  yo re body .  [ Se e  
PART O F  SPIRIT EQUAL S WHOLE OF SP I RIT , p . 2 1 . ] J i s ' l ike yore ur inate , we ll dat ' s  
a s ub s titute o f  yore b o dy - it comes out cho r b laddah . Understan ' . We ll , you 
t ake dat pee an '  put it in a bo t t le , an ' s top i t  up an '  bury i t  in de g roun ' . 
Well , in de l ong run you b eg in to - don ' t  feel s o . 

MAN TO THE MANNER BORN 

YO ' BO 'NED WIT DIS 

TAKE ONE [ BLA CK CAT BONE ] AN ' KEEP IT IN YORE HOUSE 
AN ' DE POLICEMAN CAIN 'T COME IN • • • •  CAIN 'T KETCH YO ' • • • •  

BEFO 1 ANYTHIN ' HAPPEN TO YO ' - ALL YORE FLESH 
JES ' UP FROM DE B(JJ'TOM OF YORE FEET GON 'A JES ' QUIVAH 

AN ' ALL YORE BA CK FLESH GON 'A QUIVAH 
DAT 'S TUH NOTIFY YO ' [THE LA W IS NEAR] 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 

[ Doctor P aul Bowle s  o f  No r fo lk tells us (p . l 7 3 3 , t i t le quo tat ion ) , what i t  is 
in the quiver ing hand th at warns i t s  owner of dang er - " dat ' s  j es '  de spirit dat 
con t rols di s th ing wi l l  m ake i t  do dat . "  Our in forman t , 15 67 , i s  an A lg ie rs 
hoodoo man in terviewed in New O r leans . His inte rview comes f rom cy linders 
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Tuh do a pers on some dirty deed , s ome real dirty deed , some enemies o f  yores 
dat yo ' don ' t  lak , or s ome of  yore relations [ you ] don ' t  lak - perhaps dere ' s 
somethin ' wrong in dat family an ' yo ' would l ak to git even wi t do se peoples one 
way or de o thah - why yo '  make i t  ha ' d  fo ' de res t  of  ' em . 

Yo ' go tuh work , i f  yo ' cain ' t g it real close up to ' em - if yo ' know anybody 
dat died an ' died hard , curs in ' on dey bed of  death , an '  if  yo ' know whare dey 
buried at , o r  any sinnah , but not dem [ alive] , [ one ] dat buried , yo ' go to dat 
graveyard , an ' le t i t  be da ' k  as it kin be , an ' let dere be  lightnin ' .  Go by de 
l ightnin ' , whenevah i t  lightnin ' . Go an '  walk a piece , when de lightnin ' move , 
until yo ' git to dat real h a ' nted place .  I f  yo ' don ' t  know zactly whut tomb , 
j es '  any place aroun ' in dere git chew some dirt . Git chew some gravey ard dirt 
an '  aftah yo ' git dis graveyard dirt , yo ' git  chew s ome pure vineg ah . An ' if  
yo ' kin buy de loos e c alomel - by de calomel capsules an ' j is ' [ emp ty ] dat an '  
put dat into dat vine gah , dat calomel in dat vinegah .  Git chew some red peppah 
an '  git chew some bl ack peppah an ' git chew s ome s alt - purity s alt [ new , un
opened t able s al t ]  - an ' yo '  mix all dat up tog ethah . Yo ' mix all dat up to
gethah .  Den yo ' take dat an '  s ee i f  yo ' kin put it anywhare cross aroun ' dey 
house , or anywhare dey kin walk ovah it . Dey kin cause dose peoples tuh have a 
paralyzed s troke an '  den de doctah cain ' t do no good . Yo ' shocked . He cain ' t  
do no good . Yo ' go t  de s troke . Dat whut dey call purely hoo do o , ' cause dat 
devil work whut chew did .  Yo ' did evil work an ' de devil laks evil . 

Now , if  yo ' wants tuh bring a per�on back who done did a murdah , a innocent 
murdah , a unguessed [ unpremeditated] murdah . Whut chew do , i f  yo ' j es '  know 
dere name , or j e s ' des cribe ' em ,  or if  yo ' see dere pitchure . I f yo ' kin see 
dere pitchure , heah whut chew do .  Yo ' take yo ' six eg gs , any kin ' a  eggs , an '  
crack de shell open ' bout dat much an ' po ' all dat outa dere ; an ' ,  if yo ' kin , 
git  dat name or de firs t part of it an ' put dat down into da t egg . Den aftah 
yo ' do dat , yo ' take an ' tie dat up j es ' as tight as yo ' kin , tight as yo ' po s
sibly kin , an ' put chew a s trand o f  b lack thread on de  end o f  it , an ' throw it  
in  de Missis sipp i Rivah , or any kinda watah , runnin ' watah , an '  if dat  run� , dey 
bound tuh come b ack to dat town .  Dey bound tuh be caught comin ' back to dat town 
in les s  time den six weeks or six months - wi t de s ix eggs . 

( Do you put that name in each egg ? )  
I n  each egg write i t  down . Yo ' write i t  nine times . Yo ' write it  goin ' dis

away an ' yo ' write it comin ' disaway [making a cross ] . Yo ' write it  nine times 
[ on paper ] an ' yo ' put dat in each egg , an '  yo ' t ie it back up wit de bl ack 
thread an ' put it in de middle o f  de rivah or in de middle o f . de lake , an '  dey 
bound tuh be h a ' nted [why , he will tell us much later ] . I t ' s  goin ' tub worry an ' 
to 'ment dere mind . Dat evil ' s  on dem an ' dey gotta come . 

Now , heah ' s  a question . I f  a man an ' his wife is sep arated - if dey ' s  sep a
rated an '  it ' s  concernin ' of evil - evil broke dem up , yo ' unders tan ' , yo ' say , 
"Let evil put dem b ack togethah , in dis way . " Git chew two candles , two wax 
candles , plain white candles , an '  yo ' cut dem candles down to de wi ck , plumb down 
to de wick . Yo ' write dere name small as yo ' kin [ on a small p iece of p aper ]  an '  
put dere nS:e ins ide dose candles an ' j es '  t ake dat same wax an '  melt it wit a 
match an ' seals it back up . An '  take dem l igh ts an '  burn dem light s j es '  as dey 
be ' s  fo ' nine days , but no t continual fo ' nine days , an '  put dem out - put dem 
lights out . When you put dem ligh ts out de man have give up his evil an '  come 
back to his wi fe . 

(Now ,  here ' s these two candles .  Do you put both names in each candle or j us t 
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one name in each candle ? )  
Yo ' put both name in each candle , an '  yo '  write i t  small as yo ' kin . But dis 

name dat chew write , yo ' folds it to yo ' , not from yo ' .  Yo ' folds i t to yo ' 
comin ' dis away ,  an ' yo '  puts it de long ways , yo ' unders tan ' , an '  y o ' put i t  
right direct to  de wi ck .  T ake a kni fe an '  cut it down t o  de wick an '  dat wick 
wil l  draw .  

(Any pl ace on the candle , j us t  s o  that you cut i t  down t o  the wick . ) 
Jes ' set it onto de wick , down to de wick , an '  fold it small , b e cause if  yo ' 

don ' t , yo ' cain ' t  g i t  dat s ame wax yo ' took outa dere . But yo ' cain ' t nevah tell 
de d i ff ' rence by wipin ' it wi t a cold-watah rag .  

(Do you light those candles at any spe cial t ime ? )  
Any spe cial time lak twelve a ' clo ck at night suppo s e d  tuh beg in i t  - twelve 

a ' clo ck at night an ' le t hit  burn , yo ' unde rs tan ' ,  roun ' ab out two hours an '  put 
i t  out . 

(How do you put it out ? ) 
Oh , yo ' t ake yo ' fingah [ thumb and index finger]  an '  pinch it  out - don ' t blow 

it  an '  don ' t  sp i t  it [ out ] , j es ' p inch i t  out lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  But don ' t 
have nu thin in yore mind good . Yo ' kin curse if yo ' wanta , j es '  s ay ,  "Son-o f-a
bitch . "  Don ' t  have no good words . 

(The color o f  thes e  candles i s j us t  p lain wax? ) 
Plain wax - cain ' t  be not no tal low candles , no t  no red ones , not no g reen 

ones - wan '  whites . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh put dem toge thah . 
Now , yo ' kin t ake a sulphur-fumigatin ' candle an '  i f  yo ' go t neighb ors livin ' 

next do ' to yo ' dat continual drunkards an '  confus ion - dey j es '  really confuse 
peoples an ' dey drunkards - whut chew do . Yo ' git  chew ten cents o f  war watah 
an '  yo ' t ake an ' lo ck yore hous e up . Yo ' an ' yore wife b o th go out chure hous e .  
An '  if dey nex ' do ' to yo ' , yo ' know dere name , yo ' t ake dat candle . I t ' s  a aup 
aandZe l ak dis ab ou t [ demons trates ] . Yo ' put dere name in de bot tom of  dat an '  
den le t dat candle burn t ill it ' ll go plumb out to ashes . An ' when dat sulphur
fumig at in ' candle burns till it go down to ashes , y o ' t ake da t dus t ,  yo ' unde r
s t an ' , de nex t day an ' let chure wife or yo ' j es '  sp rinkle all in front  of yo ' 
do ' . Den dey goin ' go 'way from dere . Dey goin ' be fus sin ' an ' fight in ' lak dey 
kill one ' no thah .  

(Well , now , what do you do with that war wateP? )  
Dat war watah , yes . Den yo ' po '  dat war watah into  dat candle , in de bot tom 

o f  de candle . 
(Do you burn thi s  candle in the war wateP o r  do you mix those ashes with the 

war wateP? )  
No , yo ' burn dat candle into d e  bottom o f  dat war watah . Le t dat burn until 

it j es '  a powdah . It ain ' t  gonna be lak a white candle - it ' s lak a powdah . 
(Thi s candle that you burn is j us t  a b ig hunk o f sulphur ? )  
Ye-as . I t ' s  call Johnson an ' Johnson . We use i t  tuh kill a rat or a dog ,  

anything , yo '  see . 
(You burn thi s in your own house? ) 
Yes , but chew cain ' t  s tay dere . 
A black candle is a good candle - dey th ink it ain ' t ,  but a b lack candle is a 

good candle . A b lack candle is bet tah dan lightin ' a boss aandZe . People mos tly 
thfhk it ' s  a evil candle but it ' s  a g oo d  one . 

Now , a black candle , i f  yo ' wan ts fo ' tuh win a lawsuit case wit money - if 
yo ' g o t  a lawyah yo ' unders t an ' , if yo '  got p rope rty an ' yo ' wants tuh win a law
suit case , don ' t  write dese people ' s  name atall , but yo ' take an ' ligh t dis can
dle an '  let i t  burn three solid hours .  Yo ' g i t  chew cinnamon an ' y o '  read de 
Seven T ribes . It ' s  in de Bible - Exodus - i t ' s  in Revel at ions . I know ' em ,  ah 
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could name ' em if yo ' don ' t mind , "De trib e  o f  Esau was sealed wit 12 , 000 ; de 
trib e  o f  Nathaniel wus sealed wit 12 , 000 ; de trib e  of  S imon wus s e aled wi t 
12 , 000 ; de tribe  o f  Levi wus sealed wit 12 , 000 ; de t rib e o f  Benj amin wus sealed 
wit 12 , 000 ; an ' de  tribe  o f  Jacob wus sealed wit 12 , 00 0 " - ah can ' t  g it [ all  o f ]  
' em ,  b ut yo '  git  d em  t rib es . An '  yo ' t ake dis heah b l ack candle an ' yo ' ll win 
dis heah lawsui t case - yo ' unders t an ' , tuh keep anybody from buyin ' yo ' out 
dis heah lawsuit case . 

Yo ' take de b lack candle an '  yo '  light de firs t [ proper ]  end of  i t  an '  let it 
burn fo ' two hours an '  cut de bot tom end o ff an ' turn hit  b ottoms ide upwards an ' 
trim dis end an ' burn dis end . An '  den eve ' ything dat chew got in yore room of  
yore house , yo ' change eve ' ything at de time dat chew goin ' to de co ' t  - change 
yore mat tres s , an ' chang e  all yore dishes , one way . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh up set  dere 
mind an ' git ' em woolgathahin ' .  Do dat fo ' tuh win de case . Dat ' s  whut de ' 
cal l  hoodoo . Ah ' ve t ried dat mahself . 

To b lind a person , put b o th dere eyes out wi t ' out us in ' any kinda lye or any 
kind lak dat , yo ' t ake two or three marbles j es ' lak whut chew shoot , ord ' nary 
marb les whut chew shoot . An '  i f  yo ' kin g it any kin ' a  rabb it  hair or dog h air ,  
yo '  unders t an ' , an ' - yo ' want a mix all dat up togethah , fine , wit s ome gunpow
dah .  An '  h ave yo ' a h an ' che f dry or wet , an ' have s ome o f  yore p ersonal friends , 
yo ' underst an ' , j es '  play lak dey p layin ' wit anybo dy an ' j es '  h it ' em  anywhere 
roun ' dey eyes , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' dey ' ll go  stone b l ind . Dey wi ll go  s tone 
b l ind wi t ' out any kinda lye . Dat hair an '  dat powder cuts de eyesight out .  

Well , dere one way dat ah s t rictly knows - a Zight[eet  dey call it , a light
feet , dat chew cain ' t  stay in one place , yo ' see . Yo ' cain ' t  s t ay in one p lace 
tuh save yore li fe .  Ah don ' t  care where yo ' go , yo ' gotta be mavin ' ; an '  yo ' 
don ' t care whut sorta p roperty yo ' g o t , yo ' gotta  move . 

Whut chew do - let anyb ody - let it  be a wet day o r  any kinda day dat chew 
kin git  it , de length of  yore track wi t yore shoes o f f  or yore shoes on , it  make 
no diff ' rence . Git de length o f  dere shoes an '  whut chew kin do , yo ' take dat 
[ piece o f  s tring ] an ' yo ' put i t  in de middle o f  a Bible , but don ' t  have no good 
though ts - in de middle o f  any Holy Bible . Don ' t  have no g ood thoughts . An '  yo ' 
j es '  read de Ps alms b ackwards , de P salm o f  David b ackwards . Don ' t  read ' em far
wards lak dey s ay ,  yo ' know , "Plead mah cause , 0 Lord . " Yo 1 read it  backwards 
dis away . [He f ailed t o  demons trate . ]  Yo ' underst an ' . An ' aftah yo ' do dat yo '  
git chew a quart o f  sweet mi lk an '  yo ' take dat sweet milk an '  mix i t  wi t s ome 
bluein ' an '  t ake dat track , de measure o f  dis track yo ' underst an ' ,  an ' tie nine 
knot s  into dat co ' d  st ring an ' put it down into dat milk , yo ' unders tan ' . Dem 
folks yo ' underst an ' , dey mavin ' unti l dey 1 11 move out a town . Dat ' s  a fact . 

(How long do you leave that cord in the Bible - j us t  wh ile you are s aying the 
Ps alm? ) 

While yo ' readin ' dat . 
(Then you take it out and put i t  into th is milk and b lueing ? )  
Yessuh , yo ' put i t  into dis heah quart of mi lk , b ut yo ' tie nine kno t s  in it . 

Be sho ' dat yo ' have tied dem folks in a mannah where dey can ' t  s t ay no one 
p lace . Yo ' gits  evil into dere minds . All dat is evil . 

Yes , now dis is  de fo ' ks o f  de road , now . Lis ten , j e s ' somethin ' othah lak 
a country road dat ah wus speakin ' , somepin lak a country , j es ' - yo '  unders tan ' , 
not in de tdWn .  De fo ' ks o f  de road mean j es '  lak if  yo ' wants tuh git  some 
graveyard dirt o r  do s ome evil thing - yo ' gotta  do evi l ,  see . Yo ' unders tan ' . 
Yo ' go  in dere an ' yo ' g it some dirt , j es '  don ' care if  it ' s  de s innah . Yo ' g oes 
in dere an ' yo ' git s s ome dirt . Now , i f  yo ' wanta  do dis  heah work , i f  yo '  wanta 
do  some dirty work , j es '  g it i t , ' long as  yo ' g i t  it outa de  g raveyard , an ' git 
yo ' some bot tle glas s - yo ' know , j es ' lak yo ' break a pop b ot tle , any kinda 
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bo ttle glas s . Den yo ' break d i s  heah glas s  up , an ' yo ' s cor ch d i s  heah g lass . 
Yo ' take de dir t an '  brown i t  on de stove - b e sho ' yo '  s corch i t , dat gPaveya�d 
di�t an ' yo ' beat all dat up fine , j es ' as fine as yo ' kin git  it , j es '  right 
fine . An '  yo ' j es ' take dis if yo ' want  to an '  roll it j es ' l ak yo '  would roll 
a cigaret papah , an ' yo ' kin drop it by anybody dat ' s  yo re enemy , white or  b lack 
or c�os s [mixed whi te and black ] . Yo ' unders tan ' ,  yo ' goin ' make ' em dis app oint
ed , fallin ' down or dey fall daid - dey s ay dey j es '  died wit heart troub le .  Dey 
wi ll say dat yo ' know , but it ' s  nuthin but evil . Dey won ' t  cross [ counterac t ] 
dat - dat ' s somebody who ' s  daid an '  gone tuh hel l .  

Now ,  de dirt from undah d e  b o t tom o f  yore feet an '  a dirty s o ck .  A dirty sock 
is sweaty . An '  dis dirt from undah de b o ttom o f  yore fee t - yo ' b ath yore feet 
an '  yo ' kin take de s cuff  from de b o ttom of  yore fe et  an ' a dirty s o ck ,  an ' take 
hit an '  put dat s cuff toge thah down into dat di rty sock , an '  take dat an ' tie it 
up in any cornah of yo re house . Dat wil l  make yo ' - yo '  rule a man . Yo ' kin 
rule a man by doin ' dat . Jes ' let him t ake a bath an '  take dem las t drugs 
[ dregs ] , dat whut he le aves from his b ath . Cut de s o ck j es '  lak if  yo '  goin ' 
sprinkle somethin ' othah ovah somethin ' o thah . An ' take dat an ' sprinkle dat 
to yore do ' ,  comin ' in dere , an ' yore husb an '  cain ' t , go t ta s tay at chure house .  
He cain ' t leave . 

(The woman would put thi s in her s t o cking or his sock ? )  
I n  his sock , in de man ' s  sock .  Take an ' t ie it i n  d e  cornah o f  her hous e 

whe re he won ' p ay no ' tenshun to hit . Yo ' do dat to yo re husb an ' . Yo ' take 
dat an '  when yo ' t ie dat up , den yo ' t ake an ' cut dis heah s to ckin ' di s way 
[ demons trates ] .  Cut de s tockin ' j es '  lak dis heah , two or three diff ' rent ways ,  
an '  dis heah watah whut yo ' take yore b ath wit , dat dPuggy [ dreggy ] watah , an ' 
take an '  sp rinkle dat s to ckin ' from de front an ' come to de b ack .  Underst an ' . 
Dat ' ll make a man ca 'm . Ah don ' ca ' how he b een fussin ' o r  how yo ' been doin ' , 
he goin ' do right - he ' ll b e  a nice man . 

He ah whut chew kin do , i f  yo '  kin g i t  de b ack part of  a person ' s  shoe , not de 
tongue - de b ack part whut goes b ack heah to de heel , de heel part . Yo ' t ake a 
small p iece of dat . Now , dat ' s  good fo ' a woman o r  man . G it chew a small piece 
o f  dat , git dhew a piece of lode s tone ,  an ' git de b ack of de woman ' s  wais t or  
else  de man ' s  wai st  an ' take dat an ' put  i t  in  de  middle o f  yo re mat tress - t ie 
nine knot s in it . An '  dat man , yo ' unders t an ' , he cain ' t  have no feelin ' fo ' no 
woman , yo ' unders tan ' . De s ame wit her , dey won ' have no feelin ' fo ' no man . 
Dey might t ake all dere money an ' throw it  away ,  but dey cain ' t have no feelin ' -
cain ' t  have no p leasure no mo ' . Dey throwin '  dey money away . Dat ' s  whut yo ' 
call [ some thing ? meaning tying up a pers on , taking away a person 's nat� , e t c . ]  

I f  anybo dy wus try in ' tuh harm yo ' an '  yo '  wanted tuh protec ' yo ' s elf , heah 
whut chew mus ' do . Yo ' git chew a oil dey call de o i l  o f  cinnamon , an ' git chew 
some pure Jo Ckey Club [perfume ] , an '  yo ' git chew some s tee l dus t .  I f  somebody ' s  
tryin ' tuh harm yo '  wi t ' out a cause , i f  dey tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  if yo ' done did 
dem samep in - it don ' make no di f f ' rent - if dey tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  git chew 
some oi l o f  cinnamon , Jo ckey Club an ' g it chew some dis s tuff  dey call Fo l low 
Me - it comes in a powdah an ' it comes in liquid . Dey got a p owdah an '  a liquid ;  
but if yo ' kin , try tuh git  de liquid . An '  yo ' take dat , yo ' unde rst an ' , an '  
t ake an ' write your own name dis way - lis ten to me good - write chure own name 
an1 powdah i t  up , an '  put it  an '  keep dat in yo re po cket . Yo ' keep dat into yore 
po cket , into yore own deah pocket . An '  den whut yo ' do , yo '  open de B ible an '  
yo ' read de lOOth Psalms , "Plead mah cause , 0 Lawd" [ Ps . 3 5 : l ; cf . ll9 : 15 4 ] , an ' 
read dat fo ' three days s traight wi t al l  yore heart . Yo ' know dat ' s  good . Read 
it wi t all yore heart . An ' yore enemy li ' b le tuh go an '  kill dey ownself or git 
in troub le .  
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(You read that wi th wha t  kind o f  o i l ? ) 
Oil o f  cinnamon . 
(What do you do wi th that oil? ) 

Yo ' j es '  t ake dis oil an ' dress dis han ' ch ' ef .  Yo ' t ake dis heah an '  put i t  
a l l  ovah yore han ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' t ake d i s  heah Jo ckey Club an '  y o ' wet chure han ' 
ch ' e f . Dat ain ' t  goin ' las t .  Dey ' 11 come an '  tell yo ' ,  " S ee whut '  s goin 1 h appen 
to yo ' . "  Yo ' take dis he ah [ demons trate s ] an ' tie yo ' a li t t le kno t - take yo ' 
han ' ch ' e f an ' t ie yo ' a lit tle knot but put ' fume [ perfume ] in it . P e ' fume dis 
good , an '  den t ake yo ' a mat ch an '  b urn i t  l ak dis away , an '  p at t in ' ovah yo re 
face , "Name o f  de Fathe r an '  Son an ' Holy Ghos t . "  Say dem words , see . An '  yore 
enemy cain ' t  s t an ' i t  tuh s ave dere live , b ecause de done evi l 1 g ins t yo ' ,  dey 
cain ' t  s t an ' nuthin g oo d . An ' dey g on ' a  g it hurt some way or ' no thah - run int o 
a au tomobile . 

Now , de onlies t way tuh make de candle go out - some folks g o t  di f f ' ren t  ways 
but ah ' m  goin ' te ll yo ' de way dat ah know is t rue . De onl ies t way , yo '  g it ch ew 
th ree g lasses o f  clear wat ah . S e e  [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' put one heah . See , j es ' 
whos omevah [ ag ains t whom o r  when ] yo ' put de candles out , yo ' p ut chure glass 
heah . Yo ' j es '  sets ' em heah lak ah ' m s e t t in ' [ them ] - put yo re g l as s  heah , one 
right in de middle an ' one on dis s i de . 

(You put three g las s e s  in a row . ) 
Three g las s e s  in a row but let one be roun ' ' bout a fee t ap art . Den yo ' t ake 

dis heah light - g i t  ch ew a wax candle an ' yo ' l ight dis heah candle yo ' owns e l f . 
Yo ' t ake an '  don ' ligh t de t op end of i t  [ demons trates ] ,  y o ' take it an '  clip dat 
[wick ]  end o f f an ' trim dat candle [ on the b o t t om making a new wick] . S t i ck dat 
candl e  down . An '  yo ' le t di s pe rson git right ov ah d is light j es '  lak di s - le t 
' em g i t  r ight ovah dis light j e s '  lak d is [ s t raddle i t , almo s t  but no t qui te ] ,  
an ' let dem , yo ' unders t an ' , j es ' s ay ,  "In de Name o f  de Father , d e  Son an ' Holy 
Gho s t . "  An '  let dem j es ' s tan ' dis way , an ' drop de spi t righ t out dere mouth 
right on dis b l aze - j e s ' put it out right now , righ t on de b laze of it . I t  
migh t take th ree or fo ' minutes tuh do - de sp ark goin ' come ,  �' it goin ' 
twit ch lak dat ' caus e de evi l  b e  in i t . An '  yo ' put dat light out . Den yo '  
feel l ak a b rand-new pe rs on righ t  now - yo ' feel de ch ange o f  yore mind . 

(But you are s t anding in front o f  tho s e  three glasses in a row . What do you 
pu t that candle in? Do you pu t it in one of thos e g las s es ? ) 

No , [ i f ]  yo ' ain ' t  g o t  no c andles t i ck , t ake an ' j es ' t ake yore mat ch an ' s ti ck 
i t  an ' let it s e t  righ t down on de fl o ' ,  right smack on de flo ' .  An ' den a f t ah  
yo ' put dis he ah l ight out , yo ' t ake three swallows o f  watah out o f each glas s , 
"In de Name o f  de F ather , de S on an ' de Ho ly Gh os t , Lord he ' p  thou me . "  

(The firs t two you s ay that . )  
" In de Name o f  de Fathe r , S on an ' Ho ly Ghos t . "  
(And the l as t g las s you s ay wh at ? )  
"De Father , S on an ' Ho ly Ghos t ,  he ' p  thou 0 me . "  
Yo ' kin t ake a per son ' s  hair - whe re dey b een comb in '  dere h ai r , take de hair 

outa de comb , yo ' unders t an ' .  Yo ' t ake dat hair outa de comb an ' t ake dat h air 
an ' put i t  in any kinda top ,  j es '  any kinda t op [ anything clos ed with a top , 
s crew lid or cork ] . Je s ' s t op i t  up t igh t , an ' i f  yo ' wanta tuh keep ' em wit a 
b ad ,  b ad he adaches , bad headaches , yo ' take an '  b ury dat in de g round , deep down 
in de groun� Dat ke ep ' em  wi t  a he ada che an ' dey nevah wi ll g i t  rid o f  i t . 
Tain ' t  no chance fo ' dern g i t  rid o f  i t , i f  yo ' b ury it . But i f  yo ' take it an '  
put it in de rivah , yo ' unders tan ' , yo ' see , dey have i t  fo ' awhi le but dey g i t  
ovah it . 

Ah know i t  fo ' bad , not fo ' no good - de chamber lye . Yo ' t ake a person ' s  
chamber lye , j es '  anywhe re yo '  kin git i t , anywhere yo ' kin ke t ch i t  [ even ] outa 
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de aan [ outdoor p rivy o r  ins ide toi let ] ,  ' long a s  yo ' own ain ' t  in dere wit 
deres , woman ' s  or man ' s .  Yo ' take dat an '  yo ' s top it up into a bottle an ' i f  
yo ' wants tuh hurt dem fo lks , yo ' underst an ' ,  yo '  j es '  s top it up in a bottle 
an ' put i t  up undahneat ' o f  yore s teps or anywhere undah a sill undahneat ' yore 
step s . An '  whenevah dat bot tle wi ll rus t inside an ' if  de b o ttle b usts , dey 
taken wit de dropsies an ' dey die . 

Ah ' ve he ard tell of  a gum tree , a sweet gum tree . Yo ' take de b ark ,  if yo ' 
wanta quarrel in a family - don ' t  care who in de family - or a f amily fus s or a 
f amily fight o r  dispute , yo ' unders tan ' , a po lice scrape , any thin ' o f  any kin ' . 
Yo ' t ake de bark an ' go to a gum t ree , a red gum tree [ sweet and red are the 
s ame ] , an ' lak de bark be drawin ' [ up into a ridge]  yo ' t ake dat b ark an ' yo ' 
know s crape dat bark on de b ack [ edge ]  dere [ o f  the wing-like proj ections o f  the 
bark on smaller branches , peculi ar to this tree ] an '  anybody ' s  in de family , 
name , anybody ' s  family name , j e s ' open dat b ark enough fo ' tuh put dere name back 
in dere wit a whole bag [ package ] o f  pins , j es ' as many pins as yo ' kin git . I f  
yo ' kin git twelve an ' b reak ' em - ah kin break ' em  fas t as yo ' g i ' [ give ] ' em to 
me , an ' b reak dem p ins an '  put dem p ins in de re , an ' as dat tree g rows , dem 
people j es '  goin ' fuss an ' fight . 

(How do you put those p ins in - do you drive them or j us t put them in , down in 
the re? ) 

Yo ' take any o f  ' em name an '  yo '  t ake ' em yo ' unders tan ' an ' j es '  place ' em  
all on de papah , j es '  lak dat , an '  de gum t ree an '  all b e ' s  open , [ af ter you make 
the hole] , an ' put dat right ' s ide [ ins id e ]  o f  it an '  seal hit up . Ain ' t nobody 
goin ' pay no ' tenshun . An '  de '  keep growin '  b adder an ' badder as dat tree is 
growin ' ,  an ' dat ' s  goin ' make ' em  fuss an ' fight , an' if dey got p roperty , dey 
goin ' separate f rom one ' nothah an '  nob ody nevah know de caus e o f  it . 

Now , dat ' s  about de same t ime or concern of dis headache . Yo ' kin t ake de 
bow out o f  a pers on ' s  hat , or a g irl [ can] i f  she wanta g ain de influence o f  a 
boy , or i f  she wanta gain de influence of  a man . A woman wanta g ain de influence 
o f  a man , she take dat bow from b ehin ' he ah where dat man sweat - yo ' unders tan ' ,  
from dat sweat . Anyhow , dat ' s  de min ' of a man , yo ' know . She takes dat an ' she 
gits ' er any kinda pe ' fume , any kinda pe ' fume , an ' write his name an ' put dat 
name ins ide her left shoe between two papahs . Yo ' unders tan ' , dat man or de 
woman dey wants , dere min ' is gonna be always comin ' on ' em .  

(Thi s name and the bow together in the shoe ? )  
J es ' put i t  between de two shoes [ two s oles , inner and outer , 

orig inally o f  paper and the inner often a replacement o f  paper ] , 
an '  put it in yore le f t  shoe , an '  wear it till i t  j es ' wear out . 
influence o f  ' em .  

both s ometimes 
yo ' understan ' 

Gain all de 

Yo ' kin t ake a person ' s  pitchure , i f  yo ' kin git  holt o f  a person ' s p i tchure , 
an '  i f  it ' s  somebody dat chew want a kill or anybody dat chew wanted tuh perish , 
an ' name ' em .  Yo ' kin take a tintype pitchure . Yo ' kin t ake hit an ' git chew 
some black thread an ' some needles an ' wrap hit up , jes ' wrap it  up - no mo '  lak 
dat . Yo ' t ake it an ' turn i t  on its face , j es ' dat pitchure , an ' take dem p ins 
an ' needles - t ake needles , an '  j es ' wrap it up j es '  as tight as yo ' kin wrap it 
up an '  b ury dat on h it ' s  f ace . Dem people j es ' perish - dey die . 

(You take the pic ture like that and you put these needles in there and then 
j u! t  wrap it with this thread . )  

Jes ' le t de needles [ demons trates ] j es '  b e  to de face o f  de pit chure , no t on 
de bottom . S ee , he ah ' s de b ack o f  de pitchure .  Don ' let de needles be t o  de 
back .  

(Le ave the points s ticking up toward the f ace? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  de ey e [ of the needle here ] an ' le t de needles be on de pitchure , 
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on p ar t  of de p it chure , no t on de face , yo ' know , de top p art . An ' take an ' wrap 
dat up ovah an ' ovah an '  bury dat , yo ' unders t an ' , one feet deep ,  an '  dem folks 
goin ' ling ah , den dey goin ' die . 

Now , he ah whut ah know s omepin ' b ou t , makin ' a cof f in . Now , yo ' kin take , 
s e ch a thing yo '  unders t an ' , yo ' s ee , whut dey cal l  a toadfrog . Yo ' t ake a toad
frog an ' yo ' take an '  gi t  di s toadfrog an '  kill dis toadfrog , an ' af tah yo ' ki ll 
dis toadfrog ,  yo ' measure dis toadfrog j es ' lak when yo ' wen t tuh s chool . Yo ' 
me as ure dis toadfrog an '  den af t ah yo ' measure h im , yo ' pu t him somewh ere , where 
yo ' know de ants is goin ' eat ' im up . Dey e at up evah ' th ing ex cus in ' his bone s -
dose an tses eat him up . Don ' leave ' im j es '  s t ay dere an '  s omeb ody take ' im .  
Le t de an tses eat ' im up . An ' af tah yo ' t ake dis toadfrog yo ' take an ' take yo ' 
a p ie ce of p as tebo ' d  lak a woodbo ' d ,  an '  makes i t  lak a co f f in . Now , anyb ody who 
g o t  money - anybody who g o t  money an ' if yo ' want a g i t into dey money , if yo ' 
wan t a  g it any money from dem , any kind a man , whi te man or who ' twas , an ' i f  yo ' 
want a  favor , j es '  g i t  dere name an ' take d at toadfrog an ' j es ' turn ' im b o t tom
side upward s ,  j es '  anywhe re roun ' yore house , yo ' unders t an ' , an ' yo ' kin go g i t  
any kinda favor yo ' wanta . 

(You make thi s cardbo ard in to a l i t t le box o r  a li t t le co f f in . )  
Jes ' lak a l i t t le coffin . 
(Put this man ' s  name in th ere with this toadfrog . ) 

. Yes suh . Well , lis t en , don '  put no p ie ce- a p as tebo ' d  up on top dis he ah frog -
le ave i t  open j es '  lak a sho e  box , leave i t op en . Be sure tuh wrap i t  up wi t di s 
thread , yo ' know how thre ad do , j es ' as mu ch as yo ' kin , an ' t ake dat an ' bury 
dat anywhe re roun ' yore house . An '  yo ' kin g o  to dat man an ' g it any kinda f a
vo r ,  an ' he come tuh b e  yo re bes t fren ' .  

(Wha t do you do wi th that me asure o f  that frog - that out l ine , rather? You 
mean - here ' s the frog ,  you j us t  draw a pencil mark around h im l ike an out line ? )  

Yeah , heah ' s - d i s  in d e  f rog heah .  Di s  i s  de f rog . Well , now yo ' measure i t  
dis way heah , j e s ' lak i f  yo ' me as urin ' a [ bur ie d ]  t re asure , j es ' l ak i f  someb ody 
want money . All right , den yo ' g i t  dat dere , af tah yo ' ki ll d i s  heah frog ,  yo ' 
unders t an ' .  Yo ' s ee ,  in de summe r t ime o r  de wintertime de ant s es g oin 1 eat de 
frog . 

(What do you do with th at me asure ? )  
No , yo ' keep s  dat who le me as ure , j es ' evah ' thing - j es '  p ut s  ev ah ' thing into 

dat b ox , evah ' thing . 
(You j us t  draw r ight around that box like a circle . )  [ A  circle is drawn on 

the g round ab ove the suppose d bur ied t reasure . ] 
De measure an ' evah ' thing yo ' puts into dat b ox an ' yo ' bury dat anywhere 

roun ' . 
Yo ' kin t ake a b lack cat - lis ten to me good - yo '  kin take a b lack cat o r  a 

lit tle b i t  of cat . G i t  a small one i f  yo ' kin , an '  gi t chew s ome boi lin ' hot 
watah , some boi lin ' ho t wa tah . An '  listen , when yo ' curse , �· "Goddam son-o f 
b i t ch "  an '  throw h im down in dere . An ' don ' h ave a though t , j e s ' lak i f  yo ' 
drinked a g las s of wat ah [ b e  unconce rned ] .  An ' yo ' le t him j es ' boil , j es '  pale 
as yo re fingah , till his b one j es ' white as snow , j e s ' as whi te as snow . Den yo ' 
take dem bone s , take ary [ any ] one o f  ' em  - j e s ' any o f  ' em yo ' wan t . Yo ' kin 
take one an ' keep it in yore hous e , an ' de po liceman cain ' t  come in yore house . 
Go in yore �us e an '  he cain ' t  ketch yo ' - dey nevah f ind yo ' .  Yo re f le sh goin ' 
quivah j es ' lak dis [ demons trates ] befo ' any th in 1 h appen to yo ' ,  all yore f lesh 
j es '  up from de b o t tom of yore fee t  go in ' j e s ' quivah , an ' all yore b a ck flesh 
go in ' quivah . Dat ' s  tuh no t i fy yo ' .  

Den yo ' kin t ake dat b l ack cat b one an '  yo ' kin go into a p lace an '  yo ' kin 
do anythin ' ,  an '  cain ' t  nobody ke t ch yo ' .  
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I f  yo ' woul d have a lawsui t  cas e - i f  yo ' have a lawsuit case an ' done cu t 
someb o dy or yo ' done kilt s omeb o dy an '  yo ' don ' t know whut tuh do , an ' i t ' s  h a ' d  
fo ' yo ' folks tuh g i t  in cont act wit chew . Whut chew do , yo ' unders t an ' ,  de 
minut e ,  yo ' understan ' , yo ' d  know i t , take yore undersuits an '  turn ' em wrong s ide 
out - wrongs ide ou t , yo ' unders t an ' , yo ' see . An ' don ' h ave nuthin g ood on yo re 
min ' - j es ' h ave a ordinary mind , don ' have nuth in , don ' t  b e  worried , j e s ' don ' t 
worry atall , j e s ' lak yo ' d  know dat chew comin ' out . An ' hi t ' ll come out . 

I f  yo ' wants tuh cal l a person ' s  ' tenshun to yo ' ,  i f  yo ' wanta call a pe rson ' s  
spi rit - j es ' i f  yo ' know ' em o r  i f  yo ' evah see ' em , j es ' lak i t  wus P res iden t 
Ro oseve l t  [ then living } , j es '  anyb ody d at chew know , call dem j e s ' as loud as yo '  
kin call ' em ,  j es '  mah name , s ays , " ' L ij ah Moses " - ah live at 1429 [ something } -
call me tuh de tip top o f  yo ' voi ce , but call me inwards . Yo ' j es '  ke ep a- callin ' 
me l ak dat un t il mah mind j es ' dwell on yo ' - all mah whole heart an ' min ' j es ' 
fell on yo ' ,  an '  ah could no t  help but think ab out chew .  Yo ' unders tan ' , i f  ah 
did yo ' s ome p in or e lse it s omep in dat ah owe , ah ' m  goin ' try tuh g i t  in contact 
wit chew . 

(What did you s ay about the n ame , now - th at is wha t ? )  
D e  name o f  a person , whut chew come in de world wit , yo ' unde rs tan ' , dat ' s  a 

spiri t . 
Jes ' l ak if someb ody done kilt s omebody in yo re f amily - done kilt 

in yore f amily ,  heah whut chew wants tuh do . Yo ' wants tuh b r ing h im 
peoples . Yo ' g i t  chew six aig s , make no dif f ' ren ce , b lack hen aig s . 
make no d i ff ' rence , an ' yo ' take an ' dreen dem aig s . 

(You told me that . )  

somebody 
to y ore 
I t don ' 

I f  yo ' wants tuh b e  lu cky an ' i f  yo ' wants tuh g amb le ,  g i t  chew a pi ece o f  
white lodes tone an ' g i t  chew three si lvah dimes . An ' don ' let chure wife o r 
none o f  yore f r iends put de re h an ' s  on i t , an ' don ' shoo t  dat fo ' no money , don ' 
f o 1 g i t  an '  spend i t , but keep it wit chure s ilvah money . An '  i f  yo ' wants tuh 
gamb le an ' i f  yo ' t ake one dem b lack cat b one s ,  de s ame thing . See , it ' s  two 
points to it heah . Take one dem b lack cat b one s if yo ' want s tuh gamble an ' 
keep a point an ' wear one . Jes ' keep dem three s ilver dime s  an ' de b lack ca t 
b one an ' yo ' b ound tuh win wi t dat lodes tone an ' s tee Z dus t - i t  draw g ood . Try 
tuh git a p ie ce of live lodes tone , dat whu t goin ' ho ld s tee Z dus t .  Yo ' g o t t a  
take a live lo de s t one , n o t  no dead lodes tone , yo ' know . Put d e  s te e Z  dus t on 
it , an ' it j e s ' lo ok lak , yo ' know , i t  look live . An '  keep dat ,  yo ' unders tan ' , 
in yore l ef t  po cke t . An '  den yo ' has yore green-b ack money in yore watch pocke t 
an '  yo ' kin shoo t ,  yo ' unde rs tan ' , ti l l  yo ' li ' b le tuh b reak evah ' one - dey can ' t  
wait fo ' yo ' tuh lose . 

Yo ' wanta b ring cus tomahs roun ' an ' yo ' in some bus ines s .  All right , heah 
whut chew wanta do . Go g it chew s ome F lorida wat ah , yo ' wanta g i t  chew some dat 
b e s t F lorida wat ah , an '  yo ' wanta g i t  chew s ome of dat Di cky Perfume . Yo ' wanta 
g i t  chew ' bout a pin t  o f  some dat be s t  Florida watah dat chew kin g i t  from any 
drug s t o ' , an ' g i t  chew some Di cky PerfUme , whi ch is kinda very high [ expens ive } . 
Git chew s ome Di cky Perfume an ' yo ' mix dis tog ethah wit s ome g ranulated sug ah 
int o a quart or two quarts o f  rain watah . T ry tuh g i t  de rain watah whut ain ' t  
nevah hit , yo ' know , try tuh g i t  some from de middle o f  flo ' , yo ' know , whut 
haven ' t  hi t ,  yo ' know , lak no top o f  de house [put a pan o r  b ucket under a hole 
in• the roo f } . Try tuh g i t  s ome pure holy wa tah , yo ' know , whu t  dey call holy fo ' 
tuh make yore luck succes s ful , ' cause when dat ' ll h it de hous e i t ' s  t ain te d . But 
g i t  some of dat an '  mix dat tog e thah an ' ah tell yo ' whut chew do , yo ' sprinkle 
it in each co rnah firs t , each co rnah - dis cornah , dis co rnah an ' dis . S tart to 
de f ron t - don ' go to de b ack an ' come out , dat drive yore luck ou t .  S t ar t  to de 
front an ' come in yore place an ' j es '  sprinkle all ovah it , yo ' unders tan ' ,  g o od . 
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Den b e  comin ' in passin ' j es '  lak da t , an ' dey b ound tuh come in . De p la ce could 
be d aid fo ' s ix yeahs , but peop le b ound tub come in . 

Yessuh , if yo ' wanta ke ep de l aws ' way from yore hous e , de way yo ' do , yo ' g i t 
some t en-p enny nails an '  t ake dem nails , y o ' unders tan ' , yo ' see , an ' drive dem 
nails , unders t an ' , wit de haid ' s  up , yo ' unde rs t an ' , in any kinda p l ace undah
nea th yore s i l l . T ake de s ill up , drive ' em in de ground wi t de nails up -
' leven nails , zac tly ' leven . An ' no law cain ' t  come an '  raise S am  an '  evah ' b o dy 

wel come . Yo ' rais in ' S am  an '  dey ain ' t  goin '  s ay nuthin to yo ' . 
(You mean you put the nails in th ere so that they po int up - se t them down but 

the p oin t s t icks up . )  
But le t ' em be into de earth , no t no woo d .  
( So that nobody c an  s e e  them ? )  
Da t ' s d e  ide a .  
Yo ' kin s top ' im if yo ' kin g i t  i t  in ' im ,  bu t  yo ' cain ' t  do it no o thah way 

but dat . I f  a man dat drinks whis key o r  drinks b eer o r  any thing , dat j es ' t ake 
all his money - j es '  is a fiend o f  it an '  it may caus e his death , le t her g i t  her 
de g all , de g al l  of a r abb i t , de g all o f a chi cken o r  any kind of a g all an '  put 
dat into s ome whiskey dat he gott a drink . Den j es '  ab out a lee tle p in ch of qui
nine in dere an '  he drink it . Aftah he drink dat once o r  twice , he ' ll nevah 
dr ink no mo ' whiskey . Ah ' ve know it to b e  p roo f . He ' l l nevah drink no mo ' .  

Ah know somep in ' b out a co conut , too . Now , heah ' s  whu t chew wanta do . I f  yo ' 
go t a diss ipated wife an '  de woman is treatin ' yo ' wrong an ' yo '  g ivin ' ' er money 
an '  she foo lin ' ro un '  wit o thah men an ' di f f ' rent th ings , an ' yo ' kinnot g i t  rid 
o f  de woman , b een t ry in ' t ub g i t  rid o f  h er an ' y o ' cain ' t  g i t rid o f  h er wi t ' out 
g i t t in ' yo ' self into no troub le . Wel l , heah whu t chew do wit dis woman . S tay 
wit he r an ' leave [ live ) long enough tuh try t uh  g it some o f  her - yo ' know , let 
he r aome , be wit he r .  Let her make aome wit chew when yo ' make a conne ct ion .  
Yo ' unde rs t an ' , an '  yo ' take d at li t t le pi ece , dat rag - tear a p i ece o f  dat o ff . 
Yo ' t ake a p iece o f  d at o f f  an ' take dat an '  put dat down - op en de coconu t b i g  
enough tuh p ut a s topp ah  i n  i t  an ' dreen a l l  dat watah out o f  i t , an '  put chew 
three s ilvah p ins into dat co conut , th ree p ins into dat co conut wit dat rag whu t 
she wiped wit , an ' t ake an '  g i t  chew a little g lue an '  s top dat up , s top d at up 
an '  yo ' take dat an ' p ut it in de rivah or any pl ace . Don ' bury i t , cause yo ' l l 
harm her - yo ' ll dry he r up . But put dat in de rivah yo ' unde rs t an ' , an '  yo ' ll 
nevah [ h ave ) no b o thah from her . She ' ll go ' head on ' b out her bus ine s s . Dat ' s  
de co conut . 

(That will s end he r away , you mean ? Or wh at? ) 
Dat ' ll have he r diff ' rent . She ' ll be right in town heah an '  he r mind ' ll b e  

o f fa yo ' an '  yo ' won ' t  b e  thinkin ' ' bout ' e r . 
I f  yo ' have a no tice to move - i f  yo ' h ave a noti ce tub move an '  yo ' j es '  

canno t pay yore rent an '  i f  yo ' kin g it chew a crawf ish . Git chew a live cr aw
f ish an ' wrap h im all ovah three s afety matches . T ake an '  tie him , j es '  tie him 
enough so he cain ' t b ack up , backwards an ' fo 'wards , an ' turn him loo se into yore 
hous e . Yo ' under s t an ' ,  yo ' s ee , an '  da t crawf ish g o in ' all roun ' an '  he kin no t 
g i t  ou t ,  he cain ' t  g it in no hol e or crack . An '  if yo '  keep dat crawf ish in dere 
unt il dat crawfi sh die s , yo ' ll s t ay righ t wit dat landlo rd . He cain ' t  move yo ' .  

(Wh at do you do wi th the three mat ches ? )  
Three s afety mat che s - no t no pl ain matches . An '  yo ' take dem mat ches an '  tie 

'em undahn eat ' o f  his belly - wrap ' em ,  don ' tie ' em .  Yo ' j es '  wrap ' em enough 
yo ' unde r s t an '  an '  i f  dey los e  [ loos e ) ,  let ' em los e . I t  don ' make no dif f ' r
ence . L e t  him lose all o f  ' em  i f  he kin , s ee ,  but j es ' t ie him ' nu f f , an ' he 
goin ' g o  all ab out in de house .  An '  dere ain ' t  a way in de wor l ' fo ' de landlord 
tuh put chew out . 
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Now , if yo ' go t a co ' thouse notice , yo ' unders t an ' , an ' yo ' take dat crawfish 
wit chew , if he daid or ' live , take him an ' put him in yo re po cke t anyhow . 

(When you go to the courthouse - i f  you have a no tice? ) 
Yessuh .  Ah ' m  go in '  tell yo ' whut dat is . Dat ' s  on account a Chris t ,  when dey 

wus pleadin ' , dey wus - Chris t tole  ' em fo ' tub ket ch plenty fish , yo ' know . Dey 
wusn ' t ,  but yet he had enemies , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' de fish is one de greatest  
things in de  worl ' . De  crawfish is one de  wonderful things in de  wo rl ' .  

Fo ' tub keep a woman - fo ' a man fo ' tuh keep his wi fe from havin ' a chile 
from him or anyb ody else , yo ' unde rstan ' ,  yo ' take dose s cissors . Take de p lain 
s cissors yo ' unders tan ' , de s cissors dat chew use in de house an ' if  yo ' kin git 
close enough tub her tub cut a little piece of her hair off her place , anywhere 
roun '  heah . 

(Down below? ) 
Yes suh .  Any s cissors dat de f amily use .  I f  ah got a wi fe use de s cissors fo '  

de hous e ,  an ' if ah kin git holt o f  de s cissors fo ' tub cut j es '  a lit tle pie ce 
o f  hair , Yo ' unders tan ' , if ah don ' want mah wife tub have no chile from me or 
nobody else . Cut j es '  a little p iece o f  hair from right out de center , yo ' 
unders tan ' , righ t  ' long heah an ' take dat yo ' unders tan ' ,  yo ' see , an ' wear dat 
to mah left side , anywhere ; j es '  make it small as ah could , j es ' sew it an '  she 
nevah see it . Den ah rule her . Den ah take de s cissors an '  b reak de s cis sors . 
Jes ' take an '  b reak ' em ,  j es '  take an ordinary axe o r  anything an ' break ' em an '  
throw ' em away - wit j es '  a common ordinary mind , j es '  throw ' em  away . Dat ' s  
dead evil , though . 

(You rule her then . ) 
Yo ' rule he r an '  she cain ' t git  no chile by yo ' nor nobody .  She might have 

plenty property or somethin ' o thah an '  ah might have p lenty property an '  she 
wanta have a chile from me on accounta , yo ' unders tan ' , so she kin own a chile , 
yo ' know , an ' mah property , or  if  she goin ' wi t s omeb ody else she nevah have no 
chile f rom me . 

Git fo ' nails out of  a ho ' s eshoe , dose lit tle nails out o f  a ho ' seshoe . Take 
do se fo ' nails out o f  a ho ' seshoe , an '  take dose nails yo ' unders tan ' an ' nail 
' em down . Jes ' t ake ' em an ' nail ' em right into de middle o f  yore house , ah don ' 
ca ' where de center is . Nail ' em into de center of  yore house , yo ' unders tan ' , 
yo ' see , an ' yo ' have all kinda luck , if  yo ' go t  a spo ' tin ' house . Dat ' s  mo stly 
fo ' a spo ' tin ' house or fas ' house . Yo ' j es '  take an '  nail dem nails out cross  
heah in de middle of  de  center of  de  flo ' .  An ' dat  makes peoples , spo ' ts or any
thing , yo ' know , like it ' tract all kinda folks tuh come into yore place , wit ' out 
usin ' any kinda perfume or any kinda luck . Jes ' use dem . Dat ' s  powah . 

Now , i f  a p erson would b reak into yo re house an '  would s teal a suit from yo ' ,  
an '  yo ' got  fren ' s  aroun ' ' em - yo ' got fren ' s  aroun ' dere an '  yo ' don ' know who 
did i t .  I f  yo ' don ' know who did i t , yo ' t ake a deck o f  cards - buy yo ' a brand
new deck of cards an '  yo ' take de j ack of clubs out de cards , yo ' take de j ack o f  
diamonds an ' de j ack o f  spades , an ' yo ' take - lemme see how many needles yo ' 
git . Yo ' t ake ' leven needles wit de j ack o f  club s , an '  de j ack o f  sp ades , an ' 
de j ack of diamonds , an ' yo ' take an '  write 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 , 8 ,  9 ,  10 an '  11 . 
An '  yo ' take dat an '  yo ' take dem cards an ' yo ' g it chew a plain lamp , a p lain 
humin ' lamp lak yo '  burn fo ' light , an ' yo ' put j es '  one do se  cards - put it  
right on de side of  de lamp an ' put ' em in a close place , j es ' ' lak round in dat 
co rner dere , in behin ' dere , an '  let dem , j es '  let it burn dere . Jes ' put it up 
wit some mo ' oil i f  it gits down , keep a-humin ' it . An '  whoevah did dat , dey 
goin ' come an '  acknowledge it . I f  dey yo ' fren ' dey goin ' tub acknowledge it . 
I f  someb ody s tole it , somebody goin ' gi t  in touch wit ' em an ' tell who it wus . 

(What do you do with those needles ? )  
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Do s e  needles yo ' unders tan ' is fo ' tuh p in de cards togeth ah . See , yo ' p in 
dos e cards toge thah wi t dose needles ; dose needles yo ' unders tan '  is fo ' tuh keep 
' em from bein ' f reigh tened [ ? ] . 

(What do you make th ose numb ers on there wi th , a pencil or? ) 
T ake a pencil an '  j es ' 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10 an ' 11 . See , now in de 

' leven day or de nine day - g ive ' em two or three days mo ' ,  but in nine days or 
' leven days dey b ound tuh find ' em .  

De skin - yo ' know j es '  lak de skin off  a rattle snake . All right . Yo ' kin 
t ake a rattlesnake skin - skin a rattlesnake an ' dry de h ide . An '  if yo ' cain ' t 
dry it , it take yo ' too long tuh dry it , parch i t  an ' b eat it  up fine , fine , 
fine . An ' yo ' t ake dat an ' put it  roun ' anybody hous e  j es ' lak ah tole yo ' ' bout 
de o thah s tuff - i t ' s  two diff ' rent things dat chew could use . Yo ' kin put j es '  
de powdah roun ' anybody house tuh make a confus ion . Yo ' kin break anybody up wi t 
dat rattlesnake dus t . But chew kin take i t  an '  put it in yore own pocke t , an '  
it ' ll hurt chew too - it ' ll do yo ' h arm , as ah fo ' tole yo ' . Ain ' t supposed tuh 
g ive no mo ' aross to yo ' [ rattle snake dus t on your person does not pro tect  you 
f rom being crossed] . Oat ' s  b ad evil . 

I f  yo ' kin git tuh kill a buz zard an '  if yo ' kin git de wings - no t de wings , 
but j es ' git de feathahs out de back , an '  if yo ' go t anybody goin '  tuh de peni
t ent ' ry - if yo ' got anyb ody goin ' tuh de penitent ' ry maybe fo ' a. lifet ime , or 
any time , if yo ' kin g it dat an ' t ake dat an '  git de man who ' s  de cap tain of  de 
penitent ' ry who gotta re ad de lettahs , an ' if yo ' kin take dem fe athahs an ' take 
dat an '  put it into a gallon of watah - b oil de watah an ' s top dat up . S top dat 
feathah up into a gallon of wat ah , an ' den eve ' y  time dat chew writ e ,  whomevah 
dat chew write a lettah , yo ' unders t an ' , yo ' po ' s ome of dat clear wat ah - it 
ain ' t  goin ' make no st ain , an ' dry it by de fiah , yo ' unders tan ' . An '  dem folks 
will be pa ' rolled outa de state penitent ' ry .  

(But you have to get a letter that ' s  wri tten by them ? )  
Li sten ,  yo ' go tta git a lettah . Yo ' see , dis i s  de sign , de sign o f  dey han ' , 

dis writ in ' . Yo ' j es ' gotta see dat one time - all yo ' h ave tuh do is j es '  see 
dat . Lis ten at me good - all yo ' h ave tuh do is see dat . An '  yo ' t ake dem 
feathahs , see , whut wandahs all ovah de world - yo '  know , whut s catters , dey 
goes eve ' ywhere . Take dem fe athahs an ' put ' em into a g allon of wat ah , but yo ' 
boil de watah firs t an ' let de wat ah git cool , an '  pu t it into a gallon of  wat ah , 
an '  evah who write dat lettah ,  yo ' unde rs t an ' , j es ' - no , yo ' don ' soak it , yo ' 
take an ' sp rinkle it , an ' den dry it . 

(But you must get someone who sent a le tter from this penitentiary and get his 
name off there . )  

Jes ' git  dis name - yo ' ain ' t  gott a g it his writin ' - yo ' have tuh do is gi t  
h i s  name , j e s ' Al Winter , lak dat . But if  yo ' kin git h i s  name an '  keep him 
name , yo ' nevah have ' em de re any mo ' .  I f  yo ' g it dat , yo '  understan ' , yo ' see , 
yo ' wet dat al l aroun ' - wrap dat all aroun ' ,  yo ' s ee , yo ' got dat writin ' .  Yo ' 
wrap it aroun ' j es ' lak i f  yo ' g o t a papah wrapped up roun ' dere . Da t is fo ' tuh 
c a ' m  h is mind . 

Yo ' kin t ake a piece of  g arlic , piece o f  g arlic lak a seed garli c ,  an ' a piece 
of  red onion ; an '  yo ' kin t ake d at an ' tote i t  in yore pocket . If yo ' done had a 
fight out de re in de s treet or in a fight anywhere . Yo ' kin to te dat in yore 
pocket , de 1\f t  back or f ront . Jes ' keep dat in yore p o cket . Nobody - ain ' t  no 
enemy goin ' come close to yo ' .  

(This will prote c t  you? ) 
Yes . 
A hog hoo f is a wonderful thing , too . Any man dat in a race , dat play races 

any head-man dat play races ,  yo ' unders tan ' , g it chew a hog hoo f ,  an '  git , chew 
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unde rs tan ' , three pair of dice . G i t  chew th ree p air of dice an '  some g ranulat ed 
sugah ,  an '  g i t  chew a silk po cke t han ' ch ' e f , yo ' unders tan ' ,  one de smalles t  dat 
chew kin git , an '  s tuff  it j es '  as fur down in de hog hoof as yo ' kin s tuff  it . 
An ' take yo ' some glue an ' g lue i t  up , an '  yo ' kin have a [ some thing ? some sort 
of hand] . Yo ' kin run a race , yo ' know , bett in '  on de races ; yo ' know , yo ' go t 
someb ody runnin ' de place , an ' yo '  h avin ' money j e s ' lak dis [ by the hand s ful ] . 
Guarantee dat , yes . Yo ' tote dat in yore po cket or j es ' in yore pocketbook -
de hog hoof . 

Yo ' kin t ake guinea seeds an ' dress a house too , de s ame way . De re ' s  two or 
three d i f f ' rent things dat chew kin do . Yo ' kin take yo ' some guine a s eeds -
yo ' git  a great b ig packag e ful l dat cos t a small amount o f  money .  An '  yo '  take 
dem g uinea seeds an '  g i t  chew s ome fine g ranulated sug ah , an '  j es '  t ake ' em ,  yo ' 
unders tan ' , an ' yo ' see yo ' j e s ' sprinkle ' em  j es '  lak yo '  do flaxs eeds . Yo ' 
know , j es '  sprinkle ' em  all through yore house ,  yo ' unders tan ' ,  j es '  lak dat .  
Den when yo ' b e  goin ' ou t , j e s ' drop i t  s omewhere ' no thah on de s treet , anywhere . 
I f  yo ' in business o r  somethin ' lak dat , a fas ' spo ' t in ' house , peop le b e  comin ' 
in j es '  lak dat [ as many as the s eed sprinkled ] . 

An ' de guinea s ee d  keep de law from runnin ' to yore house  an ' ' res tin ' any
body fo ' stolen goods . 

(What do you mean by jus t Zike thr�ing fLaxseed? Do you throw flaxseed 
around? ) 

Yes , de flaxseed will move any kind o f  dir t  o r  evil or any thing around . I f  
you us e flaxsee d ,  i f  yo ' kin g i t it , see , dis flaxseed will move someth in ' o thah 
an '  keep de law from roun ' yo ' �  j es ' lak if  yo ' put a flaxseed in yore house , 
i t ' ll move tracks [ s o  th at dogs cannot trail a person ] . But if  yo ' h ave any 
ide a ,  use it wit granulated sugah . Git a packe t o f  sug ah , y o ' know , lak de sug ah 
dat chew g it to de s to ' , mix a lit tle watah in i t - git g ranulated sug ah ,  fine . 

(To do this type o f  work , do you learn that from s omebo dy ,  o r  were you 
initiated int o  i t ? ) 

Lis ten , yo ' bo ' ned wit i t . Yo ' b o ' ned wit dis . Yo ' re a generat ion o f  peop le 
wi t dat . Yo ' knowed an ' seen dis heah , but yo ' le arn mo ' by bein ' wit people who 
knows mo ' den yo ' do . 

• 

(End o f  1567 . Thi s man if f rom Alg i ers and is a pro fe s s ional hoodoo man . )  

DOCTOR WAT SON 

WELL HE [YOUR W VER ]  RUB YUH O VAH YORE JA WS 
HE STEAL YORE BREATH - HE STEAL YORE BLOOD 
AND HE WENT [AWAY] WIT YUH [ YO UR SPIRIT ] 

AND YOU DON 'T KNOW WHAT DE HELL HE DID PUT ON YUH 
BUT HE GOT CHUH� AND NATCH 'LY 

WHEN YORE HUSBAND WENT TO SLEEP WIT CHUH AFTAH DAT 
DAT WOULD DRIVE [AWAY ] HIS SPIRIT AND HE GO ON TO DE OTHAH WOMAN 

DAT WOMAN [ HE WENT TO ] AIN ' T  DONE NUTHIN TUH YUH 
IT 'S DE MAN [YOUR W VER ] DO IT TUH YUH 

CHARLESTON , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[ O ur t itle quot ation asks a ques tion . How c an there be any responsib ility or 
morality when someone by cas t ing a spell can control your though t and action ? 
Watson , like all my Charle s ton doators mus t h ave s een b et ter days . His title 
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quotation and advice to me about a woman patient reveal the experience o f  a 
p rofess ional worker . He is informant 509 , whose  material comes from cylinders 
724- 7 2 6 . ]  

( Suppose a case was done l ike this and this man came up here to Charle s ton to 
get the money out of his yard or under his porch . How would you do that ? )  

[ This i s  a buried treasure que s tion . ] 
I didn ' t  have anything like dat . I kin fix you wherevah you be , but you go tta 

change f rom where you are . I could fix you where you could be - come to my house 
and [ I  wi ll handle a buried treasure case ] . 

Dat ' s  spiritual work . 
(That ' s  spiri tual work . Do you have to be init iated or s omething like that ? )  
Yes , si r ,  you have t o  be initiated . You gotta s tand de tes t .  Migh ty few 

men - pers ons kin s tand de tes t .  Dat ' s  a-turning loose of  de demon - de devil 
himself . An '  nach ' ly mus t look [ at ]  ' em  and i f  you kin s tand dat , you kin git 
out yore skin s ame as you do out you clothes . Den you nuthin but a puf f o '  wind . 

(You turn into sort of  a spirit then ? )  
Into a sp irit - you nuthin but wind , ball of wind . 
(Well what kind of  a tes t would a person have to s tand to be ab le to do that ? )  
Well , you go tta deal - actch ' ly you gotta sell out , sell to devil . 
(Do you go down to the crossroads or some thing o f  that sort or what ? )  
You g o  out dere to stand d e  tes t . I t  means dis - thoroughly make up yore mind 

to sell out to dis man . Den write you a le ttah which is a contract what chew 
willing to ag ree to , sell ing yore soul , heart , body and mind to dis man . An ' den 
in dis let tah declare he mus t  meet chew ei thah behin ' a old broken-down house dat 
people moved from fo ' five or ten years , or j es ' in lone some woods behin ' s ome 
o le oak tree , or high cane , or at some ole cros sro ad dat nobody don ' t  travel , or 
in some g raveyard . And de best place is in de g raveyard . An ' Doc� if you s tay 
dere� you 's a winnah . 

(Well , what do you do with that let ter af ter you write the letter? ) 
Oh , when you git dere , de fellah what sign dat contract will meet  chew dere . 

Don ' t  worry . 
(Where do you put that le t ter? Do you h ide it or do any thing wi th that 

letter ? )  
C arry dat le tter and put i t  down in d e  graveyard where ' s  dey kin read it . He 

don ' t  know what time come t o  meet cha . He comes to meet cha thru de g rave . Seal 
it  ahead of time - Father , Son and Ho ly Ghost . Dere ' s your tes t , right on de 
spo t - othahwise de j ob is no good . Seeing him right dere . "I ' ll mee t you chere 
at ten ' clock o r  ' tween one and two , or one- thirty or two- th irty "  [you write in 
the letter] . 

(You wi ll come ? )  
I wi ll b e  dere - it ' s ' greement , dat ' s  a contract . Well , one-thirty you de re 

and he ' ll be up dere and he ' ll come up to you - unnatch ' l but he look awful ter
rible . I 'm telling you you won ' t  see nuthin good . And he ' ll tell you al l right . 

Say I 'm goin ' overboard , go roun ' de udder peop le ' s  houses an ' cut ' em off , 
Git  up an ' g� out an ' cut pole 2 0  fee t long . Go over to de mas tah house an ' 
drive dem all in de - dey comin ' up to you and dey comin ' to you so  rushed .  Den 
dey goin ' call you by your name , goin ' call your mother name , an '  goin ' call your 
father name . Dey goin ' talk to you like you talking to me . Dat ' s  what chew call 
s tanding de tes t .  D at test mean something . 

(Do you write this let ter  on j us t  ordinary paper? ) 
On ord 'nary papah , but it gotta be a papah dat haven ' t  been used - go right 
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to de s tore and get it , a new one . And have yo re mind made up three days befo ' 
you write dat p apah , an '  let it s tay in de graveyard three days be fo ' you meets 
chew equal - you company . 

F irst  thing you have , you make up yore mind . Second in hand , you g it de 
p apah . Thirdly you write it . And when you writing it , you writing your doom 
and damn ation . You is selling [ yoursel f  to ] de man and he ' s  gain ' tell you it ' s  
all right , and he signs de papah , too . And when you meet him dere , he didn ' t  -
"This is your agreement dat you made such and such a one , on such and such a day , 
and you wi lling to s tand de tes t . You stay through de night and we will treat 
you right . We will make a [ something ] of you , i f you don ' t  live ; but two minutes 
aftahwards , well you is [ all right ? ]  and something is wrong with us , and you will 
be given b ack to li fe . "  

Dat ' s  on de oth ah  [ s ide ] , he wanta be  fair . An '  den he let drop a drop of  
blood .  You ' ll have to  pull off  yo re clo thes . De o thah one will say ,  "Don ' t 
pull o ff yore clothes , but f irs t pull off  your pants . "  You says , "Gee willikers , 
it ' s  hard changing . " Dat ' ll be yore condition . And you ' ll be standing right 
de re looking at dem. , [ they say ] s ay ,  "Don ' t  be s cared , you ' s  a good man . "  

(Now in order  to be  able to be a first class '�ot doctor , you h ave to be 
initiated then by someone who belong s to the g roup ? ) 

That ' s  it . Now you coming . I want chew to  git  it right now . 
[While machine was s topped , he spoke about Doctor Buz zard . ]  
(Now , I ' m get ting to it now . Then you were initiated by Doctor Buz z ard? ) 
Uh-hah , I was initi ated by Doctor Buzzard . 
[ That , we nee d not accep t . ]  
(And that ' s  the reason that you were . )  
An '  I s tood de tes t .  
(Well , how ab out Doctor Buz zard? Was Doctor Buz zard initiated when he began 

years ago ? )  
He was init iated befo ' I evah knowed him . And I went to him j us t  like now 

dat you come to me , only in a di ff ' rent way .  I didn ' t  went fo r no j ob . I went 
to him for to be educated in de s li ck work and he charged me $1000 . I paid $ 700 
and I s aw ' em  [s lick works ] sure . And I saw - I done so much tri ck work and 
brought in so much work to him , dat he didn ' t  worry me anything ab out de money . 
See , I done earne d it , see . He done pat me on de head and s ay , "Boy , I 'm goin ' 
turn you loose . "  

[ "Long section left out . "  A no te I made at the t ime I checked the trans crip-
tion . ] 

(Wha t  is the address on thi s s treet? ) 
5 8  Cooper - on de corner of 1 8  and Cooper . 
( I  want to know that , you know , in case I want to g o  to some of  those peop le . 

I have to rememb er that . )  
(How many people did Doctor Buzz ard initiate? Now very many did he? ) 
He didn ' t  initiate many . I tell you zactly . He didn ' t  initiate very many 

five . 
( Suppose a man leaves home and his wi fe wants to b ring him b ack .  I s  there 

anything she can do to bring him b ack - make him come b ack? ) 
Yes , all dat in de line [ o f  my work] . 

• ewell ,  how would you go about it ? Suppose a woman came to you and said that 
her husband had left her? ) 

Well , ah ' d  s tart to rubb in ' her head about three times . 
(When she s tarts to talk to you , you rubbed her head three t imes . )  
Rubb ing her head thru here [ demons trates ] .  
(Rubbed her head right back - rubbed your h and righ t b ack ove r her head . ) 
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Rubbin g  her head thre e  t ime and 
head , an ' go right on wit de righ t 
on de should ah .  Dere harmles s  den 

(You us e your l e f t  hand ? )  

put chure le ft hand on 
hand - one , two , three 
and den look ' em right 

de left s id e  o f de 
and then drop de hand 
dead in de eye . 

Yes , use de le f t  h and all de t ime - de neares t to your heart . And look ' em 
dead in [ th e ]  eye , ' 'We ll , daugh t er , i t  wil l  come out fine . " Look as harmles s  as 
you p o s s ib ly kin look , cause it is serious ; cause dat woman h ave come t o  you is 
out of b re ad , p rob ' b ly out o f  a home , and dead s cared . De re no p l ay dere and no 
smile de re . And don ' t  mix dat thing , ' cause dat pl ay ing spiri t might get cha de 
minute dat thought come on you to play , or frown or smi le , de evil o f  de playing 
spirit jump in - g o t ta keep ' em out of it . You kin unders t and how to keep ' em  
out , you know . 

She might say t o  me , "Well , Doc , my husb and le ft me and ah don ' t know wha t  de 
reas on and I ' m su f fe ring and I wanta know if you kin g i t  him b a ck fer me . "  

My firs t que s t ion , "How long he gone? "  She tell me and I take dat in my mind 
and memory . 

My s e cond ques tion , " Did you h ave any fighting , shoo t in ' , cuss in ' ?  Answer is 
yes or no . "  

I f  dey s ay ,  "Yes , "  den dere was trouble behin ' dat man .  Dat g ives me [ some
thing to work on . S ee , it is ] no t e asy . See what I g i t tin '  a ho lt o f  now? 

I f  de answer she made on de udder s ide , "No , we hadn ' t a b i t  o f  troub le atall , 
no fuss atal l .  He went o f f  and s ayed he ' d  b e  b ack ton ight and ah nevah see h im 
no moab . "  

Dat g ive me to unders tand di s , dat she was s cared away by some o f  de women . 
Wel l , now , s uppos e  I want prove dat . I g o  take my de ck o f  c ards .  I t ake my 
compass and I go to s leep - s leep 24 hours and I f ind out wo t de woman done to 
he r . And whi ls t I search in ' f or him , I s earch fer her [ the woman who t ook the 
husb and away ]  • Sometime de woman come to me fer dere husb and and b rough t from 
de othe r  man dat goes with her and measure d dem . 

I f  a woman come up and tell me s o  and so and so and so , you will b e  do ing 
wrong [ if ]  you j ump on dat fellow and beat ' em b efore you g i t  de mat t ah 
[ st raigh tened ou t ]  caus e b o th [ may be wrong ] . 

Wel l , now when dey come t o  me and g irrane dat dope , "I ' m  de do ctor , "  I s ay .  
' 'Now , l i s ten , yo u come b a ck tomorrah evening . "  [ Here is th e mag i c  delay I com
ment on several times in the text . ]  She say , " I ' ve go t t a  h ave da t . "  Ah s ay ,  
"Now , lis ten now , you g i t  in de hous e .  You come to my o f fice now . " Yes , s ir . "  
"You want me t o  mind your busines s fer you ? " "Yes , s ir . "  "You g ain ' come b ack 
tomo rrah ? "  "Yes . "  " Come ' tween two and th ree ' clock . " I give dem de hours when 
de buried wi cked up - all de graveyards g ive up .  S ee , ' tween two and th ree 
' clo ck . 

( In the mo rning ? ) 
In de morning . And she come b ack dat t ime . When dey come b a ck I tell , ".!. 

done look about fer dem [ husband and o ther woman ] . "  I don ' t .  I done knows I 
got t a  to d o  f er ' em ,  b u t  I don ' t  know what t o  do . S o  when dey come b a ck I s ay , 
''Now lis t en , you got ta b oy friend and you want your husb and back ? "  

"Yes , s ir . " 
"Well , y:ou. qui t wi t dat guy . " 
"Wh at will he [ h usb and ? ] do to me ? Why , wh at he [ love r ]  do t o  me ? "  
I s ay ,  "We l l , he rub yuh ovah yore j aws .  He s te al yore b reath . He s te al 

yore b lood and he went [ away ] wi t yuh , and you don ' t  know wha t  de h el l  h e  did 
put on yuh , b ut he got chuh , and natch ' ly ,  when yore husband went t o  s leep wit 
chub aftah dat , dat would drive [ away ] his spi r i t  and he go on to de othah woman . 
Dat woman ain ' t  done nuth in tuh yuh , i t ' s  de man [ your lover] do i t  tuh yuh . "  
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I s ay ,  "Now , lis ten now , g imme $ 2 5  and your husband will come b ack home . "  I 
say , "Yes mam , but I want cha g ive dat man up . I know why yore husband wit dat 
woman he got . I know he ain ' t  goin ' done anything to her . " 

"Well , I ain ' t  got b ut fi fteen . "  
"Ah don ' t care but you mus t p ay me . Gimme de ten dollars or  if it ' s  fi fteen , 

gimme de fif teen dollars . "  Den ah goes to work and does this . Ah ' ll trim her 
toenails , ah trim her fingernails , ah git do se b rand-new p ieces o f  cloth wit fo ' 
cornah to  it about as big as a dollar . Cut it  round and put at de foot o f  de 
sock .  Cut it round de [ demons t rates ] anothah shape and make fo ' cornahs to it . 

(You cut this silk cloth as round as a dollar . )  
Round as a dollah . Den ah shape - make enough to make fo ' cornahs . Ah put 

dat toenail and dat fing ahnai l  in dere . Den I o rder her to go and git one o f  his 
socks . Ah wanta draw it , wash it , b ring me a half a g lass o f  dat ·dirty watah . 
Den ah make her spit  nine times , bring dem toenail  and dat dirty watah .  Wat ch me 
now . Den I makes he r wit her own hand write his name , write de stree t ,  de do '  
numb ah and make ' em [her]  b low in dat and fold it up like dat around - blow into 
dat eighteen t imes , in de bot tle [ demons trates ] .  

(Through both he r hands . )  
Put he r hands j es ' like dat . 
(Eighteen times . )  
E ighteen times . De firs t time in - de las t  t ime - firs t night it  18 . Git i t  

right now . Dat two dif f ' rent .  You gotta make , spit it i n  dere 9 times , blow in 
dere 9 times and 9 t imes again . Twice 9 is 1 8 , ain ' t  it?  Dat ' s  i t . 

Now , when you done dat , wish righ t on in dere , right in de watah . Dem things 
foam like dat . You take holt de bot tle like dat [demonst rates ] . 

(With the two fingers . )  
No , I mean de woman . 
One , you take one put up in de glass [ b ot tle ] dat i t  can ' t come out not ' less 

s omeb ody g i ts it . And try to  git her hair near de center , de center of dat split 
[mold o f  the head ] - don ' t  need but one s trand . 

(Jus t  one s trand near the middle . )  
Puts dat in dat bottle and carry it  out and bury i t  as de man coming home -

undah de first s tep . De man who ' s  fixed her goin ' s top and de husb and goin ' meet 
him coming home - travel ovah it coming out from de house . Gotta travel ovah it . 

• 

AH 'M A JESUS CHRIST DOCTOR 

AH. KIN KETCH A SPIRIT - A HA 'NT 

ON DE YOUNG MOON DIS WORLD IS CROWDED [ WITH SPIRITS ] • • • •  

TWELVE ' CLOCK IN DE DAY, FO ' ' CLOCK IN DE EVEN IN ' 
TWEL VE IN DE NIGHT AN ' FO ' IN DE MORN IN ' 

EV'RY DEAIJ SPIRIT RISE 
DEY HAS ONE HOUR JES ' LIKE WE DO YERE IN DE FLESH 

AN '  DEN DEY GOES BACK TO DERE JOB 
DAT 'S [A ] "HERB MAN " [ WHO ]  HANDLES DEM KIN 'A THINGS 

SAVANNAH , GEORGIA 

[ This interview was originally ti tled OLD MAN ,  R . D . , N0 . 540 on p . l35 , line 36 . 
Informant ' s  ability to catch a spiri t entit les him to be called A herb man by his 
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own def inition . And he also refers to himself as a cornfie ld doctor . His three 
terms Jesus ChPis t do ctor , hero man and cornfie ld doator mus t b e  rare f or I do 
not recall hearing them elsewhere . ]  

[ I  des cribe this man as '�o . 5 40 - Uncle Bill - Wm .  Jo rdan , R . D .  - ve rb os e -
3 or 4 things - mos tly roo ts & not Conj . [ [ conj uration] ] " - Numbers Book 442-621 . 
Later , when I check my trans cribe r ' s  trans crip tion agains t the cy l inders , I call 
informan t ,  "ng - old man - roo t  doator - verb os e . "  My "ng " (no good) is unf air . 
I merely found i t  di ff i cult to unders tand roots with whi ch I was unf amiliar . 
Ye t , even my trans criber omit ted mu ch of the conve rsation , because i t  was wordy , 
repeti tious and meaningl ess . I trans cribed o r  annoted a few of her dele tions . 
His materi al is on cylinders 662 : 1- 664 : 3  - how much before and af ter I do no t 
know . ] 

[ "A disease - Cherokee roo t or big root - only put here because I heard of 
these roots in Charles ton , S . C . "  662 : 1 .  I do not know whether Cherokee root = 
Cherokee ros e , a Chines e cl imbing rose (Rosa laevigata) , s t ate flower of Georgia;  
or whether big root = b igroot , a Califo rnia vine (Eahino cystis fabaaea) having an 
enormous tub erous root . ]  

[ "Pers immon b ark ,  red oak bark , dogwoo d b ark , alum and b lues tone cures a Zaps 
[ [ gonorrhea] ] . " 662 : 2 .  All five of the p receding subs tances , separately or in 
combinations , are frequently used as healing remedies . ]  

[ "Sweat bark - slit or shed bark - als o called slit-bob ? weed - heard o f  thi s 
root in Charlest on , S .  Car . "  662 : 3 .  Thi s is a diaphoretic b ark , roo t or weed . 
Could it b e  boneset , but terfly weed , e tc? ] 

[My notes on 662 : 4 read : "A root bag called a gua:rod - in thi s b ag were the 
king root , the deadly shoes tPing , peaae root , man aonker - showed this bag to 
� - ' that [ [ bag] ] i s  de Spirit o f  Jesus - de aunjuroe sends a damnab le spiPit 
to  aunjUPe you - dis  gua:rod p ro te cts you - I 'm a Jesus Chris t doator. ' " ] 

[ He also calls himsel f a "cornfie ld doctor" - "one who hasn ' t any learning . "  
663 : 1 . ] 

[ In fo rmant ' s  complete tex t  now s t ar ts . ]  
(How would you catch a hag ? ) 
De hag is a spirut . Dere ' s  two of ' um .  One of ' urn  is comin ' so you can ' t  

s leep in de night - dat hants , dat ' s  a hant . An '  another one is a h ag ;  a hag is 
a livin ' person - dey ' ve b e come a hag , dey deals wit de devil . 

Den yo ' kin ket ch a hag . Ah don ' t  know de whole [ s tory] but chew kin s top dem 
from comin ' dere . An ' ah kin ket ch a spirit - a hant . Ah kin ket ch a live man 
an '  ah kin ketch a dead man . 

(How would you ket ah a live man ' s  spiri t ? )  
Kin ket ch ' em wit milk . 
(How would you do that? I never 

about cat ching them wi th a bot tle .  
Ket ch ' em wit milk in de bottle . 

ket ch ' em .  

heard of  catching them wi th milk . I ' ve heard 
How would you cat ch them with milk ? )  

Yo ' go tta have a certain root an '  you kin 

(You put this milk in the bot tle and you put thi s roo t in the bottle . )  
Three p iece - rat tlesnake root , three piece . �Y�o-' �k�i�n __ m�e�e�t�d�e_m�an��an�d_y�o-' -&j_e�s-' 

look at de m!P and you open de b ottle - de man ain ' t know i t , de man thinks 
dat you goin ' to  drink milk or some thin ' else . 

(You g ive him some of the milk to drink ? )  
Yeah - heh [no] , yo ' j e s ' open de bo ttle and h e  g o  into it , his spirit . 
(Oh ,  all you do you j us t  open the bottle . He doesn ' t  see the b ott le ? )  

No , h e  never see ' em .  
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(That means when you get to the man , you op en the b o t tle - when you ge t near 
him . ) 

Yo ' kin j es ' p ass in de s tree t an '  you kin git it . 
(When he passes you op en the b o t tle and then you put the cork b a ck in and then 

you got th e spirit o f  this l ive man . I see . Wh at do you do with that spirit 
then ? )  

You go t  his spirit in dat bo t tle . Well , now , suppo s in '  a woman wan t chew to 
bring de man spirit t o  her . You carry de bot tle an '  make dem pay you . Put him 
to de woman ' s  hous e .  Make ' em pay you . 

(Th at makes him come b ack t o her . )  
Catch dead spirit wit likkah an '  roo t . 
(Jus t how would you do that now? For examp le ? )  

Wel l , you g o  ahead - you g o t  de roo t an d  likkah . 
(What root do you put in that? The Samp s on roo t , then? ) 
[ Th is roo t shows that we we re talking ab out ca t ching a de ad spi ri t  wh ile 

machine was turned o f f . ] 
Samp s on rat tlesnake roo t - three pie ces o f  Samp s on rat tlesnake roo t . Three o f  

' em . Open i t  [ bo tt le ]  and h e  git in dere an d  den yo u s top ' em up . 
(Wel l ,  where would you f ind the d i fferen t  s p irits to ge t in ther e ,  though ? 

Wher e  would you find him ? ) 
Him ?  Meet him anywhere on de s t reet on de young moon . On de young moon dis 

world is crowded : one ' clo ck , [ I  me an ]  twe lve ' clo ck in de day ,  fo ' ' clo ck in de 
evenin ' ,  twelve in de night an '  fo ' in de mornin ' , ev ' ry  dead sp i r i t  ris e . Dey 
has one hour j es '  l ike we do yere in de flesh , an ' den dey goes b a ck to dere j ob .  
Dat ' s  [ a] he� man [who ] handle dem kin ' thing s . 

( In o th er words , all you do is open thi s  b ot t le any place at tho se hours . )  
An '  den at quarter t o  twelve de good and de b ad spirit come - dey comin ' t o  de 

g raves , an '  at twe lve ' clo ck de goo d sp i ri t comes .  
I f  a man done kill a man - i f  yo ' l ays de man crossways of de world , you ' ll 

g i t  him .  Don ' t  bury him s o  [ demons trates ] ,  b ut bury him so , and t ake de man dus t 
and de man [murdere r ]  will come to yo ' righ t where he i s  • • • •  

(Take the what ? ) 
T ake dat s ame man dus t .  
(His dus t ?  What kind o f  dus t? )  
[ He tells later - dus t  f rom murdered man ' s  g rave . ] 

Make a se al l ike dis . Seal - dis called seal . 
[ He shows a seal . ] 
(Oh you make wh at they call a seal , like that l i t tle b ag - th at l i tt le parcel 

you carry in your p o cket . )  
Yeah , dat ' s a seal .  Dat ' s  a seal . And anywhere dat man go in ' in d i s  world 

dey ' ll know . Go right down and t alk t o  him and he t ell yo ' he b ring ' em  b a ck -
he ke t ch ' em .  

(Well , now , how c an  you g e t  that man ' s  dus t ? Oh , you g e t  i t  f rom the grave . )  
T rim dey toenails and f inge rn ails . Ah ' d  g i t  a p i ece o f  hair from here and 

s ome heah from de he ad and put ' em  under a b r i ck right in de firep lace and dey ' s  
comin ' . To t ake a spell o f f  a man . 

(No . What do you get out o f  the firep l ace ? I don ' t unders tand that . )  
• Ah  go es in de fireplace up de chimley at certain t ime o f  de night . Dat ket ch 

dat hant and put dat hant f rom yuh . De hant is a spi r i t  - dat ' s  to craze yuh , 
people goes crazy . 

[ He does no t s ay why he "goes in de firep la ce up de ch imley , " b u t  a clue is 
p rob ab ly g iven on p . l49 ,  No . 4 89 ;  also af. FACI , 2nd ed . , pp . 906-90 7 , Nos . l649 0-
16 4 9 3 . ]  
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(Wel l ,  when you get ho ld o f  that hair and tho se fingernails , what do you do 
with those , then ? )  

Ah burns it and ah puts de Good Spirit of Jesus to it and Jesus is dere on de 
way . 

(Where do you burn thi s ? )  
S al t  - po t s al t , dat ' s  not whi te . Dere ' s nu thin g reate r dan salt . Salt kin 

do good and salt kin do b ad .  
(We ll , now you are t aking th is sp ell o f f  and you sweep up the chimney . What 

do you do then ? ) 
Ah swears at ' em an ' cus s  ' em - drive ' em away from yuh , de d amn devi l  spir>i t .  

''Now , yo ' le ave dat man , g o  b ack t o  d e  devil whare yo ' be long . " An ' you ' 1 1  mis s 
I • l.m. .  

( I  see . Bu t wha t  do you do at the ch imney ? )  
Put ' em  in a quite place - in de le f t  co rner dat would b e , and talk to ' em ,  

an '  burn it . An '  de o ther way I learn you , i f  you will g i t  hous ehold annnonia . 
[See AMMONIA , pp . 412 , 6 70 . ] 

Git dis ammonia - - you b uy a b o ttle an ' you g i t  yo ' brims tone powdered up and 
put i t  in dat b o t t le , a quart b o ttle ; ammonia and de medi cine now what chew buy .  
And let dem p eop le t ake a b ath [ p . 412 ] - three b aths , th ree nigh t s , j e s '  shower 
down and talk to Jesus , and after de three nigh ts in de s ame water , den yo u throw 
dat wat er in de running closet  and t ell ' em ,  "Go b a ck wh ere yo ' come from . " 

( In the running close t . ) 
Yeah - yo ' water bucke t .  
(Oh , your wate r clos et . I see , take a b ath three night s . Do y o u  wash only 

on ce each nigh t or three t imes each nigh t ? )  
Once ev ' ry night . 
(Once each night for three nigh ts and then you throw this liquid into your 

water closet . )  
An ' i f  you ain ' t  got no water close t ,  go an ' dig a hole at de wes t corner of 

de world and p our it in dere easy - in de g round . An '  den cover it ovah easy -
don ' t  flush it out - and tell ' em ,  "Go back where yo ' come from . "  You send de 
sp irit b ack where it come from . 

( I  see - that ' s  t aking o f f  the sp ell . Well , how els e  do you get o f f  the 
spell ? )  

Dere three ways . Cut chure toenail an d  fingernail - dat ' s  firs t way o f  
throwin ' d e  spe ll o f f .  T akin ' dat b ath is two ways . Well , ah ain ' t  g o t  no 
o the r way . Two way ah g o t . 

Now , i f  you go t  a man , fellah wit drop sy .  Now , dere ' s  three o f  ' em  - three 
drops ies . I f  dey ain ' t  t oo far gone , you go out in de count ry p lace - dat ' s a 
secret . Yo ' co llect money o f f  dat . Ah don ' t  bother wi t i t  ' cause I too old . 
You find a pond , you pu t i t  [water ]  in a demij ohn - wit dat pond [ water ] . 

(F ill i t  up wi th that wat er . )  
Yeah , put ' em in dere . Dat pond g o in '  dry . [Water mus t be from a pond that 

is going dry - drying up . ]  Bring dat bot tle and you s train it . Den you put de 
b rims tone - no t b rims tone - brim- sulphur into it and den g i t  dem to drink it . 
And den [ y ou] mus t  g i t  rain wat er - mus t take rain water . Ah go t rain wate r  now . 
Any time de fus t rain , you ke tch de j ug of water and mix dat in it - dat makes 
medicine . �· den you g o t  ' em s trict [ pure ] medi cine .  You g i t  s ome o f  de rain 
wate r and put in dere wi th i t - qui ck work . An ' you kin [ cure ]  de man an '  de 
doctors [ M . D . ' s ] wouldn ' t  know [ how you did it ] .  

(You mix this water from the pond with the sulphur in it and the May water , 
and that will dry the water up - cure him o f  dropsy . )  

Right . 
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HAVANA MAN 

WHAT AH DO AH DO IT WIT BIRTH 
SUCH AS STOPPIN ' BLOOD AN ' TAKIN ' OFF WARTS 

AH HAVE A HEALIN ' HAND 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA 

[ I f  this man came from Havana as he claims , he p rob ab ly was fai rly young . 
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Wha tever the t ruth , he made me feel at home by claiming to s top b lood and t ake 
o f f  warts , for I had he ard of the se p owers eve r  s ince I could remember b ack in 
Adams County , I llinois - actually had known an older b oy reputed to p o s s es s  the 
g i f t  of s topping b lood and healing b urns . Havana Man i s  my only doctor to men
tion war ts .  Why ? I never aske d about them . E i ther I h ad a feeling that war ts 
we re a lit tle b eneath the digni ty of the p rofes s ion or cures for them too end less 
to re cord . The materi al o f  informan t 1 5 6 4  comes from cy linders E 2 6 : 1 2-E3 1 : 1  = 
2 85 9- 2 8 6 4 . ]  

Dis is how yo ' ke ep a woman f rom suin ' yo ' f o ' divorce . When yo '  go b e f o ' de 
j udge , why yo ' t ake all o f  yore undah clo thes an '  yo ' chang e  ' em  wrongs ide out . 
Den yo ' come back to yore hous e an '  g i t  chew an '  Adam- an ' -Eve roo t - dat ' s  a she 
Adam- an ' -Eve root an '  a he Adam- an ' -Eve roo t .  Den yo ' g i t a Zong- Zos t-friend 
[ see commen t at end of rite ] an '  do-as-yo '-p Zease - dat ' s  de roo t - an '  t ake ' em 
an ' boil ' em up toge thah , an ' t ake de essen ce from ' em an ' put ' em  in a tob ac co 
s ack [ f orme rly a small clo th s ack wi th draw s tring for c ig are t te tob acco ] , bu t b e  
shore tuh wash de tobacco sack out wit cle ar watah , an '  tie nine knots on i t , an '  
pu t it undah yore do ' s tep , an ' le t i t  s tay dere f o ' nine day s  an '  nights . Den 
t ake i t  out an '  wear i t  in yore p o cke t . [ This is a hand . ] When yo ' go befo ' de 
j udg e he wi ll pos tpone de cas e . 

(How do you tie the nine kno ts in the s ack ? With the s t ring that ' s  on the 
sack o r ? ) 

W i t  de s tring dat ' s  on de s ack .  
( That ' s  for a divorce case . )  
[ I f  I rememb er corre ctly , Zong- Zos t-friend roo t i s  mentione d on ly here in the 

tex t . Thi s root , whateve r i t s  iden ti ty , was surely sugge s t e d  to some enterpris ing 
hoodoo-produc ts me rchan t  by John George Hohman ' s ,  POW- WOWS or LONG LOST FRIEND, 
a Co Z Ze ction of Mys teries and InvaZuab Ze Arts and Reme dies for Man as we Z Z  as 
AnimaZs - wi th many proofs of their virtue and efficacy in hea Zing diseases , 
e tc . , the greater part of which was never pub Lished unti Z they appeared in print 
for the first time in the United States in the year 1 82 0 .  No modern pub lishe r or 
d ate - merely "Printed in U . S . A . " The mos t  interes t ing s tat ement in this his tor
i c  book comes f rom TE STIMONIALS (pp . lS- 16 ) , an old med i cine-man te chnique revive d 
by t elevi s ion adver t i s ing : "I did n o t  wi sh to pub li sh i t , my wi fe als o  was 
opposed to i t s  pub li cation ; but my comp as s ion f or my suffering fellow men was too 
s trong • • • • is it no t to my eve rlas t ing p raise that I have had s u ch books p rinted ?  
D o.  I not des e rve the rewards o f  Go d  for it ? [ [Rewards of God I do not unders t and ,  
though i t  sounds like suc ce s s , money and the cri t i cs o f  Job . ] ]  Where else i s  the 
phys i cian that could cure the se diseas es ? [ [ Th i s  hos t i l i ty towards Do ctors o f  
Me di cine h a s  lingered o n  an d  is everywhere i n  HOODOO . ] ]  Bes ides that , I am a 
poor man in needy circums t ances , and i t  i s  a help to me i f  I can make a l i t t le 
money wi th the s ale o f  my books . "  Li t t le now remains o f  th is fo rmer influen tial 
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book . The verb p�-w� I heard once only out in the field (see FACI , 1st ed . , 
p . 24 3 ,  No . 5019 = 2nd ed . , p . 265 , No . 5827) . Few rites from LONG LOST FRIEND 
remain in ecle ct i c  HOODOO : five- finger g rass , counting backwards to s top blood , 
heart of b at on red-silk s tring in gambling , and names of  Twelve Apos tles on s age 
leaves for court . ]  

I f a man has a place , a business  - a gamblin ' house , well , he go an ' git  him a 
db-as-yo '-p Ze ase roo t an '  de Adam-an ' -Eve she - de he an ' she Adam-an ' -Eve root , 
an '  a palm-a- ahris ty leaf . 

(Palm of  Chris tian leaf? )  [See PALMA CHRISTI , p . 62 6f . ]  
Palm-a- ahristy , an '  yo ' take an '  boil ' em  an '  make a liquid out of ' em .  See . 

Ev ' ry  mawnin ' at three a ' clock yo ' go to yore front do ' an ' yo ' walk nine s teps 
back [backwards - see his scrubb ing rite later ]  towards yore tab le , an '  you s ay , 
"By St . Peter , by S t .  P aul , by the Lord whut ovah us all "  - fo ' nine times . An '  
ev ' ry day yore business will increase fo ' gamblin ' . 

(What do you do with this liquid you made ? )  
You sprinkle i t  on de flo ' , back aroun ' yore tables an '  ev ' rything . 
(This Zong- Zos t-jXiend you spoke about a moment ago - what is that? ) 
Dat ' s  a root .  [ I  am rechecking to b e  certain it  was a roo t . ]  
(Where do you buy these roots or  get these roots ? )  
Why yo ' g o  in de country an ' find ' ern  in de country . But sometime when dey 

brings ' ern to ' ern ,  dey had ' em  in drug s to ' s , an ' dey make liquid outa some of 
' em . An' some o f 'em dey j es ' have in a root . 

Fo '  a b Zaak aat Zuaky bone , yo ' ketch yo ' a b lack cat dat has no white about 
him at all , but it ' s  very seldom yo ' kin do it . An '  yo ' take de b lack cat an '  
bring him to yore house while he ' s  ' live , yo ' j es 1  open yore s tove up - lay yore 
fiah in dere wit nine small stick ,  which dat ' ll burn a cat up . An ' yo ' git chure 
stove good an ' hot , takes yore cat an '  put him inside of yore s tove an '  fas ten 
yore do ' ,  an ' den when dat fiah burns down yore cat will prob ab ly be daid . Den 
yo ' take rain watah an ' put dis cat into a g allon bucket - aftah he has cooked 
tuh pie ces yo ' put him into a gallon bucket an ' po ' hit  fulla [ rain] watah an 1 
set i t  on top of yore s tove an ' de heat from dat stove will warm de watah . Den 
yo ' gi ts yo 1 - yo ' a Zookin ' mirrora an 1 a pan .  Yo ' set  chure pan on one s ide an '  
yore bucket on de o thah , an ' yo ' take yore bones outa yore bucket an '  yo ' pass  
' em by yore f ace lak dat [ demons trates ] . Yo ' don ' have tuh put ' em  in yore 
mouth , yo ' j es ' pass ' em  by yore face lak dat an '  keep lookin ' in dis mirro r ,  
an '  when yo ' come to de b Zaak aat bone , ev ' rything will  be invisible to yo '  -
yo ' can ' t  see anything at al l .  Dat ' s de way dey git a b laak aat bone . 

(What will they do with that b laak aat bone after they get  it ? }  
De b Zaak aat bone is to - when yo ' go tuh do anything , why de people cain ' t 

see yo ' , yo ' ll be  invisible . 
Yo ' take a s ilvah dime an ' git chew some white s and an ' brown papah dat has 

nevah been used , jes ' run off de roll . Den de person who yo ' think dat have 
harmed yo ' in any way , yo ' t ake an '  write dere names down nine times b ackwards ,  
but cross it ev ' ry  time when yo ' write it down , an ' den when yo ' do dat , yo ' put 
yore name on de bottom of  it .  Take dis s ilvah dime an ' dis  small amount of s and 
an ' put it in dere an '  fold it  to yo '  nine times an '  pin it  wit a pin an '  go  tuh 
yore lamp an ' put it in yore lamp ,  o r  pin it  onto de wick of  yore lamp . An '  
some time people uses  de sugah in de bot tom o f  dere lamp yo ' know . Den nevah le� 
chure light go out , j es ' let it burn an '  burn lak dat fo ' nine days . An '  dose 
people will come to yo ' .  Dat ' s  when yo ' bring yore enemies to yo ' .  

(And then when they come to you , what will  that do? }  
Dey will come to yo ' an ' confess . 
Yo ' t ake [ use ]  yore fingahnails when a person has money an ' yo ' wanta gain de 
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in fluence o f  ' em .  Well , i f  dey do any drinkin ' yo ' t ake yo re fing ahnai ls an ' 
s crape i t  o f f  in de glass l ak  d at [ demons trat es ] ,  an ' dat g ains de inf luence o f  
do se peop le a t  dat t ime . Den dat will give yo ' a chance to g ive [ ge t ] s ome o f  
dere - we ll , dere dirty s o cks . An ' lotsa t ime when a p erson take s a b a th dey 
s crape de b o tt om of dere feet an '  leave it l ay on de b athtub lak dat . We l l ,  
yo ' d  take dat an '  pu t dat into a red flannen , a red flannen rag an '  dis whi skey 
an ' de fing ahnail s tuff dat came o f f  yore f ing ahnails , dat supposed to be put 
into a l iquid , b ut yo ' t ake dis husk whut chew call from de b o t tom of yore fe e t  
an ' pu t dat i n  d at rag an ' p u t  it all in de re toge thah , see , an ' sew i t  up an ' 
we ar i t  - wear i t , an '  everytime yo ' s ee ' em an ' y o '  ask ' em fo ' any th ing , dey 
give it to yo ' . Dey ' ll nevah turn yo ' down fo ' any thing . Yo '  g ain de influence 
of ' em .  

(Whe re do you usually wear a b ag like that ? )  
Yo ' wear it around yo re wais t .  
(Thi s whiskey i s  put righ t  into the clo th ? )  
Dat ' s  righ t .  
[ This b ecomes a hand o r  toby o r  jomo whi ch i s  fed wh iskey . ]  
I f  a p ers on is away from yo ' - i f  yo ' have a ' quaintance an ' dey ' s  away an ' 

yo ' don ' know whare dey are , yo ' kin t ake a t intype p i t chure - dat ' s  de onliest 
pi t chure yo ' kin do i t  wi t - an ' at twelve a ' clo ck ev ' ry day , fo ' nine days , in 
order tuh git res ul t s  from it , at twe lve a ' clo ck yo ' turn dat pi tchure wi t i t ' s  
f ace down in yore windah whare de sun is comin ' in to de eas t part o f  yo re hous e , 
an ' le t de sun dry it lak dat fo ' nine day s , one ho ur ,  d at ' s from twelve tuh one . 
An '  in nine day ' s  time yo ' ll git the long los t friend. 

(The roo t ? )  
Yes suh , an ' do-as-yo '-p lease roo t - dose are two liquids , an '  ev ' ry  t ime yo ' 

take y o re b ath , yo '  rub wit ' em .  See , it ' s  s omethin ' lak an '  o il an ' yo ' rub wi t 
it . See , yo ' k in g i t  it in liquid form an ' yo ' kin g i t  i t  in a roo t . Yo ' g i t  i t  
in d e  liquid form an ' j es ' rub yo ' s e l f  w i t  i t , j es '  lak yo ' would an y  kind o f  
s alve - rub j e s ' w i t  dat . 

(Whose p i c ture do you p ut at that window? ) 
De person who yo ' want a  s ee , tuh b ring ' em b ack o r  eithah heah from ' em .  
To make a pe rson le ave . In de fir s t  p lace i f  a person is livin ' in a hous e 

an '  yo '  re ally don ' want ' em tuh live de re , yo ' go an '  g i t  yo ' a small vial o f  
w ar  watah . Dey has tuh buy it in de drug st o ' , war watah .  Den yo ' g it yo ' a 
small b o t t le o f  honey an ' t ake dere names an ' wri t e  i t  on dis p ap ah nine times . 
Use dis yellah papah - mos t ly dey use it fo ' wrappin ' ,  yo ' see . 

(Jus t o rdinary ye llow paper . )  
Yo ' supposed tuh git dat p ap ah  befo ' it ' s  been us ed any kinda ways - right o f f  

de ro ll . Den yo ' wri t e  dere names down an ' write i t  catah co rnah - eve r ' t ime yo ' 
write i t  b ackwards , yo ' see [ each time you write the name you turn the p ape r up
side down ] . Den yo ' write chure name down . Den yo ' put down , "By S t .  Pe tah , by 
S t .  P aul , by de Lord dat ' s  ovah us all , "  an '  t ake dat an '  put it into dat j ar o f  
honey [ f irs t ]  t ake s ome port ion o f  de [ new bot tle o f ]  honey out ,  an '  take i t  [ the 
bo t t le ] to de rivah an '  throw it in de rivah . Jes ' shet it up an ' th row it in de 
rivah . Dat carrie s ' em away an '  dey cain ' t s t ay dere . 

( "By S t .  Peter , by S t . P aul , by the Lord that ' s  ove r us all ? " ) 
•nat ' s  it . 

Well , when yo ' have someone da t chew re ' lly wanta g i t  rid o f  o r  wanta run ' ern 
crazy o r  sornep in lak dat , yo ' t ake a lock o f  dere h air ; ket ch ' em when dey are 
as le ep or any way you kin g i t  it , an ' yo ' go to a white oak t ree . Now , ve ry few 
people uses dis dis way ,  but i t ' s de way i t  supposed tuh b e  us ed . Take an augah 
an ' bo ' it down [ s lant the auge r  down ] to de t re e because when de tree is g rowin ' 
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de s ap grows up , an ' bo ' it [ the hole ]  out , an ' take dis lock o f  dere hair an ' 
honey an ' put it in dere , in dat tree , an '  peg i t  up . Yo ' kin peg i t  up wit any
thing yo ' want to - lo ts a p eop le us e wax an '  d i f f ' rent o thah thing s tuh peg it 
wi t .  Bu t as dat tree grows - y o ' g i t  a very small tree , i f  i t  is g rowin ' - an '  
as dat g rows up , dos e p eople wi ll g o  ins ane , an ' it wil l kil l ' em in time tuh 
come . 

(You j us t  b o re thi s  hole s lanting down in to the trunk of the tree , whi le the 
s ap i s  going up o r  down ? )  

When d e  sap i s  g a in ' up . 
Ah could g i t  de name o f  de l andlo rd . Dey have a oin tmen t called b lue o int

men t , an '  p eop le use i t  fo ' dey bodies an ' d i f f ' rent things - lak a ins ec t . Yo ' 
take b lue o in tmen t an '  fresh hog l ard , whi ch are b o th g reas e  tog e thah , an '  yo '  
mix ' em toge thah . Den each , p art o f  de house , even to yo re lava torie s an '  b a th
rooms an ' ev ' ry thin ' ,  j es '  p ut a small b i t  of it dere . Lo t s a  times i t ' s  good 
tuh use wi t chewin ' g um .  Ev ' ry time yo ' s ti ck i t - an ' yo ' s t i ck dat down right 
down in de co rnah of yo re hous e , in e a ch cornah of yore ho use , but be sho re , don ' 
put i t  in eight co rnahs , put i t  in nine co rnahs of yo re ho us e - in nine co rnahs 
of de house . An ' den de l and lord , whatevah his name i s , y o ' take his name an ' 
wri te i t  down on a p ie ce of p apah an ' put i t  [ do this ] de ninth day o f  ev ' ry 
month . We ll , y o ' burn dat , burn dat p iece o f  pap ah wit hi s name on i t  wri t ten 
down nine time s . Jes ' burn i t  l ak dat an ' he ' ll nevah be succe s s ful an '  nob ody 
will s tay in hi s house . 

(You wri te that landlord ' s  name down n ine times , j us t  wri te it down s traight 
like that nine t imes ? )  

N aw suh ,  yo '  wri te his name b ackwards . An ' ev ' ry time yo ' f old his name , y o ' 
fold i t  to yo ' ev ' ry time . Den yo ' s ay , "By S t . P e t ah ,  by S t . P au l , by de Lawd 
who ' s  ovah us all . " 

Well , in de f irs t p l ace , she - quite natural she ' l l be de one dat do dis line 
of work . An '  in de s ea t  o f  his undahwah wel l , she ' ll take - lo ts a t ime a man ' ll 
throw his undahwah away , an '  down in dere dere ' s  a l i t t le cros s inside di s undah
wah . Dey take dat an ' b o i l  i t , an '  yo ' b o i l  dat f o ' ab out eigh t or ten minutes 
an '  yo ' take dat an '  make a solu t ion out of i t . An '  whenevah y o ' git ready tuh 
g o  out , j es ' take an ' sp rinkle dat aroun ' lak ov ah his b ody o r  ovah his haid o r  
any thing - lak h e  b e  ' s leep o r  s omet ime h e  b e  s e t tin ' down . Yo ' j es ' - lots a 
times y o ' have i t  on yo re han ' an '  yo ' j es ' rub i t  on him l ak dat , he cain ' t  
even wait [ keep awake ] .  

[ Th is rite b e c ause the cros s p i e ce was used , arosses h im up , keep ing him 
asleep whi le she is ab sent from home . ]  

De l i t t le p i e ce dat comes - dat ' s  right in de front , right in f ront o f  de 
privates , dat li tt le cro s s  p ie ce down dere . 

Well , ah use graveyard dirt fo ' one thing espe cially only , d at ' s  f o ' a skin 
g(JJne .  Yo ' take , lak yo ' has a j ump ah - mos tly g amb l ah wahs a j ump ah ,  an ' yo ' 
take yore j umpah an '  wash i t  g ood an '  c lean , an '  yo ' carry i t  to a ole g raveyard 
whe re dere i sn ' t  been any p eop le buried lately , an '  j es '  throw it ovah in de 
gravey ard an ' le t  d at s tay dere fo ' three day s  an '  nigh t s . At three a ' clo ck on 
de third day , y o ' go b a ck de re an ' g i t  chure j ump ah  an ' dig yo ' up s ome dirt . 
Wel l ,  yo ' have tuh dig down in dere , maybe ' b out f o ' o r  f ive in ches down in de 
butt o f  de g thve , dat ' s  de f ront p art o f  de p e rs on , see . Dig down to dat p art 
o f  i t  an '  git dat di rt from de f lesh . See . Den yo ' b ring it b ack an ' yo ' g i t  
o live oil , j es ' d e  p lain , ord ' nar ' o l ive o i l  outa d e  drug s to ' , an ' mix dat dirt 
up an '  le t i t  be real mo is t , an ' it ' ll come b ack to f lesh . An ' yo ' wear dat in 
yore p o cket an '  ev ' ry  time dat chew be on de turn , when de people turn de cards 
lak dat - see , dat ' ll be mo is t ,  j es ' de di rt , an ' den yo ' feel it j ump lak dat 
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in yo re po cket ev ' ry  t ime , an '  yo ' ll b e  even all de time lak dat , dat keep yo ' 
from b e tt in ' , from losin ' money lotsa times where yo ' woul d  lo se . 

(When th at jumps , then you are not to b et ? )  
No t tuh b et . 
(I didn ' t unders t and - how far down in the g rave do you go to g e t  that dirt ? )  
Lo tsa t imes yo ' have tuh g o  as much as six in ches , yo ' see . Well , i f  yo ' dig 

in de tPUnk of de grave , be cause dat ' s  de shallow p art o f  de g rave [ demons trates] . 
(Ab ou t  the cent er of the g rave . Anyone ' s g rave? ) 
Well , it have tuh be a man . 
Fo ' shootin ' dice - t o  keep down all cheatin ' o f f a  vo ' in dice games , dey have 

a frog whi ch is a toad[rog . Somepin dat ev ' ry person don ' know , but it ' s  t rue 
ev ' ry f rog has a numb ah undah his  neck , written j es '  so . 

(Under hi s neck . )  
An '  yo ' g i t  a frog an '  at n igh t . Yo ' kin gen ' ally mo ' b et t ah ket ch ' em  den 

yo ' kin in de dayt ime , an ' ketch him an ' b ring him to red ants - lak dey have a 
red ants b ed yo ' know . Take a t in can o r  any thing an ' put de f rog on dat red 
ants b ed , an ' turn dis can ovah him , an '  if  he wi ll s tay dere fo ' as much as fo ' 
or five days des e  ants will eat h im  up . Well , aftah he ' s  eaten up , de re ' s  a bone 
dere j es ' lak de wishbone o f  a chi cken [ impos s ib le ]  - i t ' s  a very , very small an ' 
delicate b on e ,  Yo ' take dat b one an ' wrap i t  up i n  very s o f t  p apah , somep in lak 
[ t issue p ape r ,  he p rob ab ly intended]  - yo ' have tub b e  very care ful wit it - an ' 
wah it in yo re po cke t wit di ce . Regardle s s  t o  whut kinda dice a person put down 
on you , it ' s tub control o thah minds , dat b one is . An ' i t  doesn ' t  ' low yo ' tuh 
bet on thing s where yo ' should no t b et . 

(What about that numb er on the frog ' s  thro at ?  Has that any thing to do with 
i t ? )  

Naw sub , dat 
king of bones . 
do . 

hasn ' t  anythin ' tub do wit dis . But dat ' s  de b one dey call de 
Dat bone mas t ahs all hypno t i z in '  an '  j es '  anythin ' a person wanna 

Some peop le call i t  hoodooism an '  some j es ' s ay ,  "We ll , he ' s  a - one dose f£.!_ 
haided people . "  

(What do they mean by that , [our-headed people ? )  
People dat has a diff ' rent m ind to ' em  - to mas tah-mind people . 
(Does that me an one person with four heads , o r  a person who has the four heads 

o f  four peop le ? )  
Dey suppo sed tuh have de senses of fo ' people . 
(Wha t have you heard about them , the Seven Sis ters ? )  [See p . 745 . ]  
Well , ah heard dey wus awful brain ful , but  ah don ' think so much o f  ' em  

mahsel f .  
(Are they still alive? ) 
One o f  ' em .  
(They seem t o  live a long t ime , those Seven Sis ters ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Well , what do they say ab out them? Jus t give me a li t tle account o f  the 

Seven Sis ters . What have you heard ab out them ? ) 
Well , dey tells me dat de Seven Sistahs kin read yore mind ; dey kin do any 

ki;d o f  hoodooism dat kin b e  did . An ' cos ' , de Seven Sis tahs works mos t  by 
p rayers an ' in terms of de Bib le . Dere are things dat chew kin take yo re Bib le 
an ' , where dat de Seven Sistahs couldn ' t  give yo ' a sub s tantial answer ab out , 
even s o  mahself . 

(Madam Helen is whi te? ) 
Whit e .  
( I s  she suppo sed t o  b e  alive ? )  
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We ll , naw sur , she not supposed tuh b e  ' live . She might b e  though .  
We have a lady he ah on Claybourne - No . XXXX Cl ayb ourne - Mo thah Ros e . She 

is a ole colored lady - ole Creole lady , an '  ex cusin ' her , ah don ' t  th ink de re 
is anything b e tt ah  den she is . But she does all her work through spiri tual ism . 

( Exp l ain what you mean by turning the Bib l e .  You say that thi s is the way 
you do mos t o f your work? ) 

Yessuh . Wel l , i f  any person would come to me an ' wanted a sub s tantial 
[ answer ] ab out s omep in , ah g it a Ho ly Bib le , an '  dere is a ve rs e in de Holy 
Bib le whe re yo '  take a b rass kev an ' place it into dat Bib le an ' close  de Bib le 
up . Co 1 se yo ' have tub wrap dis B ible wi t a s tring becaus e de key wouldn ' t  s t ay 
in de re wit ' ou t  i t .  Den yo ' take de key an '  hold i t  in yore two fing ahs lak dat 
[ demons trates ] , yo ' know , by de knob of de key . Hold it in yore two fing ahs dat 

way an '  yo ' ask dos e wo rds , "By S t .  Pe tah • • •  " whatevah [ the ] person [ or ]  yo ' 
wanted tuh know . Wel l , den ah would s ay ,  "By S t .  Petah ,  by S t . Paul , by de Lord 
who is ovah us all , i f  dis case should b e  true , why let it  be known by de Bib le 
tumin ' de key an ' all . "  An '  de Bib le would tum if it wus true ; it it wus not 
true , de Bib le wouldn ' t tum . But mos ' ev ' rybody can ' t  do dat . 

(Do you use an alt ar in your work? Jus t how is that done ? )  
Mah altar work? Well , ah usin ' mah altar work only by prayers myself - fo ' 

mah own b eliefs . 
(Do you b urn a candle or anything o f  that sor t ?  Tell me ab out candles . )  
Well , ah bum a red candle fo ' intelligence . Ah burn a white  candle fo ' 

undahst andin ' .  An '  de b lack candle ,  we bum dat fo ' luck - lak if yo ' need money 
or yo ' have a friend dat yo ' wanta go to an ' consul t wit him ab out a favor dat 
chew want . Ah b urn his name - ah wri te his name on dat candle . 

I f  ah wanta come to yo ' o r  anyone fo ' a f avo r or fo ' money , ah would take a 
b lack candle an ' ah say de prayer o f  fai th ovah dis bl ack candle mahself to mah 
alt ar an ' make mah vows acros s it . An '  ah would wri te chure name from de top o f  
yo re candle down , se e , wit d i s  inde lib le pen cil - j es '  s crat ch it in de candle . 
Den ah would t ake a piece of ord ' nar ' whi te papah an ' wrap de candle in i t .  
Dat ' s  i n  ordah to keep leakin ' dat comes from de candle to keep it from goin ' 
down on yo re tab le or  anything lak dat . Yo ' would ket ch i t  right b ack down 
ag ain - yo ' open de top of  it  so ' s [ so as ] it ' ll burn ovah an ' ovah l ak dat all 
de t ime . Dey call dat draggin ' i t  [or ]  d e  dragnet .  Wel l , w e  use dat l ak dat 
be cause people yeahs ago used to us e  diff ' rent things an '  den doct ahs an ' things 
uses othah things tuh drag it , but dat ' s  de ole way o f  usin ' it . Dey cal l it de 
dragne t becaus e it burns ovah an ' ovah all de time - aft ah yore candle burns 
down , den it comes righ t b ack up ag in , de s ame s tuff b urns agin , [ until ] i t  burns 
�· Well , when dat candle s tart tuh b urnin ' up - yo '  s t art yore candle at five 
a ' clo ck or rathah at five-thirty in de mawnin ' .  Den yo ' burn i t  nine se conds by 
yore clo ck , j es '  burn it nine s e conds . Well , dat candle is  burn down den . Af tah 
dat candle s tart tuh bumin ' back up , dat ' s  when yo ' reach yo ' party , reach de 
' tenshun , de mind of de man - den dat ' s  de dragnet yo ' s ee .  Yo ' burn i t  down an '  
when i t  comes tuh bumin ' back up agin , call i t  de dragne t .  

[ I f  I remember correctly , there i s  n o  o ther examp le o f  dragne t i n  the text . ]  
Den when yo ' g o  t o  dose peop le fo ' dat favah , whatsomevah yo ' d  ask dem fo ' ,  

dey couldn ' t turn yo ' down , even s o  i f  dey didn ' t  have i t  dems elf , dey ' d  make 
some kinda ' rangement to git  i t  fo ' yo ' .  

( In doing thi s wo rk , do you j us t  work by yourself , or do you have to have 
somebody teach you , or are you ini tiated into i t ? ) 

Well , ah wus a child wit a gift  from b irth .  Whut ah do , ah do it  wit  b ir th -
such as stopp in ' b lood , an '  t akin ' off  warts , an ' all dem things lak dat . 

(You have a healing power . )  
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Yes , ah have a healin ' hand. 
Well , yo ' see , lots a time a person will be a gamb lah an ' dey prespire undah 

dere arms an ' undah dere clothes . Now , wherevah - yo ' see , when yo ' presp ire 
und ah yore arms it a diff ' rent prespire altogethah den it is undah yore clothes . 

See , lots a t ime yo ' have yore shirt on , yo ' take out a yore left arm when yo ' 
presp ire - yo ' see , lak close to  yore skin . Well [ demons trates ] j e s ' kinda hol ' 
yo ' self  lak dis s o  yo ' ll prespire an '  wet chure shirt . Well , yo ' j es '  cut dat 
out an '  yo ' take dat . Dat ' s  a very common thing tuh do - it ' s  not ve ry much to 
it , it ' s  very sho rt . Yo ' t ake righ t undah yore front , j es '  lak i f  yo ' go t a 
step where yo ' come into yore front do ' , lay dat undah yore do ' ,  an ' no polices 
come dere , not goin ' ' rest yo ' or anybody else . 

(You say that was commonly done by gamb lers , by men who are in the busines s ? ) 
That ' s  local fo ' unde�orl ' peop le .  
(What coul d they do to have luck , to b ring in cus tomers in cases like th at? ) 
Well ,  we use sug ah  an ' c innamon powdah an '  do- as -yo '-p leas e . 
Well , yo '  t ake de cinnamon powdah an '  sugah an ' j es '  mix it up togethah , an '  

aft ah yo ' have s crubbed , mos tly people us e sawdus t an ' stuff lak dat . Well , 
aftah dat ' s  s crubbed yo ' put chure sawdus t down an ' yo ' sprinkle dis sug ah an ' 
cinnamon in each cornah o f  yo re hous e an ' round yore tab les . S tart at yore front 
do ' some time , but mos tly gen ' rally we s tart at de s idewalk , an ' we back right up 
wit it , right on b ack to de b ack part of yore house . An ' while yo ' goin ' around 
yore tab les an ' sp rinklin ' ,  yo ' say ,  "By S t . Pet ah , by S t . Paul , by de Lawd who ' s 
ovah us all , "  because that is our king . Den yo ' use de do-as-yo ' -p lease oi l -
dat oil is us ed j e s ' as yo ' wanta do anything , why yo ' nevah be harmed by anyone . 

It started from faithful people . 
(Hoodoo ism did ? )  
Yes . 
[Whi le machine s topped I asked why "By S t . Peter . . . .  " was called our king . ] 
S t . Petah an ' St . Paul supposed to - dose two supposed to be de kings an '  

[ fo r ]  de people who do evil work . 
(They are pret ty good men? ) 
Yes suh . 
Any rnawnin ' when yo ' g it up , wit ' out speakin ' to anyone ,  aft ah yo ' crawl from 

yore slumbers , why yo ' take sug ah an ' cinnamon b ark - dey has a bark - an ' boil 
dat cinnamon b ark wit yore sugah an '  have dat made all ready so in de mawnin ' 
j es '  lak when yo '  goin ' to yore j ob , git  up an '  b athe yo re fee t ,  both feet wi t 
dat , an ' den yo ' don ' t  wear no socks at all . An '  den yore undahwah yo ' change 
' ern wrong side out , an '  also yore undahshirt , an ' when yo ' go to yore bos s an '  
as t him fo ' a j ob ,  hi s ' tention maybe would a-been to say no , why den he would 
say yes . I f  he didn ' �  say yes , he ' d  give yo ' s ome good reason why .  Or he would 
tell yo '  when he woul d need yo ' ag in . 

(What do they do to bring them b ack? ) 
Well , take de j udge ' s  name , an '  dat de onlies t time da t yo ' use a person ' s 

name one time . Ah wouldn ' t  know hardly how to speak to yo ' about , ' cause ah 
[ don ' t ]  unders tan ' de English language so goo d  [see later] . Yo ' take , lak a 
person would go an '  have a pas s age , but be shure to git his own passage wh ile 
i t ' s warm , an ' yo ' write his name . Write his name down on de headin ' of  a news-• 
papah - de he adin ' of  a newspap ah . 

(That ' s the man who want s to  get free does that ? He would use s ome o f  his 
own passage ? )  

Yessuh , an ' git  it  while i t ' s  warm an ' t ake dis an ' j es '  smear i t  ovah dis 
papah goo d , an ' fold it nine times to yo ' .  Well , it ' s  easy to  fold it  because 
it would b e  about dat much [very lit t le]  on it , but b e  shure tuh git it  while 
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i t ' s  warm whe re it  go  into de p apah .  
(Fold it to him you s ay ? )  
Fold i t  t o  him - i t ' ll be a s trip about dat long - fold i t  t o  him nine times . 

An '  j es '  b efo ' he go on to be called befo ' de j udge or di s trict a t to rney , why yo '  
see up undah his arms , undah each s ide of his arms lak dat , t ake an ' rub dat 
papah up undah it an '  put it undah his lef t arm . Af t ah yo ' wipe y o ' s elf undah 
both s ides ,  t ake i t  an '  put i t  up undah yore [ lef t ]  arm lak dat . 

(And he final ly puts i t  under his  l ef t  arm? ) 
Yes s uh , undah his le f t  arm when he go befo ' de j udge - even de j ury ' s  mind 

will turn an ' he hasn ' t  b een tried yet . 
(You s aid t hat you didn ' t  speak Eng lish too well ? ) 
No s uh , no t too well . 
(Where we re you born ? )  
Ah wu s  bo ' n  in Havana , Cub a .  
(These things that yo u are-tell ing me ab out , did you do these down in Havana , 

Cub a ,  or  did you learn them s in ce you have b een here? ) 
Ah done ' em  in Havana , Cub a .  Ah came heah doin ' it . 
Yo ' kin - yo ' see dese ' larm clo cks , des e  night set tin '  ' larm clocks - yo ' 

t ake an '  git chew a carton b ox .  Lo ts a dem clo cks comes in boxes . Yo ' take a 
clo ck an '  set i t  at nine-thi rty , s et de ' larm a t  nine- thirty . Dat ' s  fo ' de tec
tives or whoevah comes to inqui re fo ' de p risonah . Put it in de bot tom of yore 
car an '  yo ' kin drive ovah any p ar t  o f  de city yo ' want t uh ,  an '  if he ' s  in di s 
vi cinity , when yo '  comin ' to de man , de clo ck wi ll ' larm on yo ' .  

(The alarm wi ll ring ? Then you know he ' s  working in that vi cinity ? ) 
Yes s uh . 
Den yo ' take an aig righ t  from - j es ' l ak a hen j es ' laid it , ' c ause yo ' 

re ' l ly want a fresh aig . Dat ' s  whut dey call a tracer - dat aig dey cal l a 
tracer. Den yo '  t ake dat aig an ' put i t  in d is party ' s  han ' s  af t ah dey h ave 
been emb almed an ' laid out , an '  i f  dat person is in dat ci ty at all anywhere ,  
dey ' ll come dere . An ' dey ' ll come person ' ly right dere . 

De red onion is used fo ' an ' ins tance - de red onion , garlic an ' black pepp ah 
in yore shoes . nat ' s  tuh keep ' em from trackin ' yo ' .  

A woman uses a red onion when she ' s  try in ' tuh gain de inf luence of some man 
who she could go to an ' g it money from ' em . 

She ' d  take a red onion an '  boil it j es ' in clear wat ah wit de j acke t [ skin] 
an ' ev ' rything on i t . T ake [ co rn = mai ze ]  meal , fresh me al , an '  make a poul t i ce .  
She wears dat poult i ce along he r sp ine lak dis - s ee ,  lak she g o in '  tuh his hous e 
or s omewhere an ' wear it , an '  she go ask his favor . Dat keep him from turnin ' 
her down fo ' anything she as t  him fo ' ,  while she puts dis poultice on . 

(All around her wais t ? )  
Jes ' around her ne ck .  
( The poul t ice will b e  in the b ack? ) 
In de back ,  yes s uh , ' c aus e g ene ' lly a man if he wants tuh hug her , he ' ll g rab 

her right heah - ke t ch her lak dat , see . An ' it goes right into his arms an '  he 
ket ch it in his b rains when de b lood will rush to his b rains . 

(And she ' ll get the money? )  
Yes . 
( I s  there �ything they can do ? )  
Yes suh , dey us e garlic an '  whi te but tons . 
De g arlic - see , dat g arlic comes in buttons itsel f . We ll , yo ' take nine 

garlic but tons an '  nine white pearl but tons an ' put ' em on , boi l ' em  into yore 
hous e .  Mos tly , people in dis part of de country us e  furnaces [ ro om  heater]  to 
cook ' em on , us e  des e smal l furnaces . Why yo ' take an ' put it  in a bucket or 
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somep in - some people use teake t t les - [ th ey ] j es '  s e t  i t  o n  l ak  dey would have 
wat ah fo '  a person to wash wi t aftah dey g it through havin ' an ' interco ' se wi t 
a woman . An '  in dat watah , when yo ' g i t  re ady to wipe a man ,  dey use dat s ame 
watah fo ' washin ' wit . Jes ' po ' a li t t le b i t o f  i t  in yore pan , an ' ' caus e i t ' s  
gon ' a  b e  hot , lotsa times dey use cold watah wit i t . Be shore tuh po '  de w atah 
on yore s t eps . Yo ' s ee , mos t of de people washin ' dere s teps in de S t ate o f  
Louisiana , dat ' s  whut de wat ah dey use . De pros titutes - dat ' s  to b les s pros ti
tutes hous e s  - dey s crub wit dat s ame wat ah , wi t whi te pe arl but tons an ' g arli c . 

( Th at b ring s in trade . )  
She takes a co rd s tring whut we us e fo ' wrappin ' - cords an ' thing s l ak dat 

an ' she tie nine kno ts into de s tring an ' she wears i t  around her wai s t  dat way . 
But she f i rs t  gi t s  de me asure o f  h i s  privates , f rom his s tomach out to de end o f  
i t  - see , de leng th . Af t ah she g i ts de leng th o f  dat , den s h e  t i e s  nine kno ts 
int o  dat meas u re . Den she ' ll t ake de o th ah part o f  de s tring an ' we ar it aro und 
her wais t ,  an '  yo ' cain ' t  have no f ee l in ' s  fo ' no o thah woman but her . 

I f  he ' s  b een tied up dat way wi t a woman , why yo ' take a s ilvah dime an '  a 
penny , an '  at twelve a ' clock in de day time - s e e , mo s tly g ene ' lly de workin ' 
people e at s  at dat time . S ee . An ' fo ' nine d ays when yo ' gi t ready to eat -
an '  l o t s a  times a fellah smokes , an ' dey t ake de ashes f rom de cig ar o r  his 
p ipe , e i thah one , an ' j e s '  put de s ilvah dime down , p rin t i t  down in de g round , 
try tuh us e red clay , an ' sprinkle dat dus t ovah i t . Den on de ground where dey 
are l ayin ' at , yo ' ll f ind h e r  addres s .  Den whenevah yo ' f ind d at addres s , yo ' 
kin g o to dem an ' tell ' em dat dey have go t it on ' em  an ' yo ' ll f ind it on ' em .  

(You use b o th a s ilve r dime and a penny ? )  
Uses b o th o f  ' em .  
Coppah give s  yo ' controllin ' power . 
(What does s i lver do ? )  
De s i lver , dat de intelligen t  parts o f  a person .  
Yo ' see in all meals [ edib l e  part of g rain g round to a course powder that i s  

no t s i f te d ] , an '  mo s tly dey u s e  corn [ as meal ] , now dey take d a t  husk from de 
co ' n . Som e  p eople call it a b ran , af t ah yo ' s i fted de meal . Wel l , yo ' take dat 
b ran an ' when she mini s t rates ev ' ry month , take one of her cl o ths an ' d at b ra� 
an '  open he r clo th up an ' - dat ' s  when she firs t comes aroun ' , s ee - an ' fold dis 
b r an right into dat clo th an '  clo se it b ack up , an '  take it an '  put it in to a 
f rui t j ar an ' bury i t  down undah yo re house . An ' even s o  i t  doe sn ' t  make ' em t ie 
up , but she ' ll - ins tead o f  her comin ' round , it ' l l b e  three day s  mini s trate . 
She ' ll min i s trate de whole time wi t dis undah dere . De re has been a case right 
heah , peop l e  mini s t rated fo ' thirty- s ix d ays . A l ady right down s tairs heah , wit 
dis man d at wus heah [ P atterson Ho te l ] , ah heah .  

Yo '  see an ash tree , mos ' gene ' lly o f  ' em are ve ry small an ' t all . Yo ' g i t  de 
roo ts f rom an ash tree fo ' rheumatism , if a person woul d have i t , an '  de whi t e  o f  
an aig . Yo ' [ g e t ]  d e  ro o t  o f  an ash tre e , an '  der e  ' s  

·
one roo t when d e  tree i s  

very small , comin ' in a bush lak ,  an '  dere ' s  o n e  o f  d e  roo t s  g rows righ t s t raight 
down in de ground lak d at [ t aproo t ]  - it ' s  called de fingah roo t .  I t  looks j es '  
lak a pe rson ' s  f ingah . De butt o f  i t  i s  re al b lun t  4es '  lak dat . Well , dat ' s  a 
small tree , dat ' s  a small b ush . An ' yo ' take dat an s crap e  de b ark o f f  it . 
See , de b ark is ve ry tendah , somep in lak de pe elin ' o f  a po tato . Y o ' s crape i t  
o f f• an ' take dat . Bre ak yo ' a f resh aig - de wh ite o f  a f resh aig - an ' make a 
s alve . See , yo ' put ' em toge thah l ak  yo ' h ad tob acco - i t  crumb le s up j es ' l ak 
dirt aftah i t  g i ts dry . Yo ' make a s a lve l ak dat an '  yo ' use dat f o ' inf lamma
t o ry rheumatism . 

Yo ' use c ro s s ed fo ' ks fo ' spiri ts - yo ' know , t ab le fo ' ks .  Lo t s a  t imes 
p eople , mos ' gene ' l ly in de South [he knew I was from New Yo rk C i ty ] , be lieves 
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in spirits - ha 'nts dey call ' em .  
yo re t ab le fo ' ks from yore house . 
rainy nights aft ah  twelve a ' clock . 
undah yore fron t do ' . 

An '  if  yo re hous e  is ha ' nt ed , why yo ' t ake 
Lots a times de spirit s  g ene ' lly moves on 

An '  yo ' take yore t able fo ' ks an ' cross  ' em  

But i f  yo ' b othahed wit dif f ' rent kinda funny kind no ise an ' things dat yo ' 
couldn ' t  undahs tand j es ' whut i t  wus , well , dat s tops all dese  spirits an ' yo ' ll 
nevah have no mo ' bothah wi t ' em .  Jes ' use t able fo ' ks , two t able fo ' ks an ' 
cros s ' em dat way undah de f ront o f  yore do ' . 

When a person is humin ' candles on yo ' - de way dat yo ' tell when a person is 
humin ' candles on yo ' ,  den yore fo ' he ad hurts yo ' all de time . See . Well , yo '  
take a whi t e  limes tone rock . Now , all limes tone rocks haven ' t  go t dis in it . 
Now , dere ' s a limes tone rock dat down in de he art o f  [ it ]  is  red , make lak a fiah 
come up . I t ' s  somepin dat looks lak sulphur but it ' s  mo ' yellah den sulphur is . 
Well , yo ' kin t ake yo re kni fe b lade an ' trim dat outa de re . Aftah yo ' trim dat 
out a dere ,  yo ' t ake an ' g o  an ' g it chew a root dat dey cal l  heah in de S t ates , 
arab-oPahard. Dey have crab orchards heah wit very small apples . Well , dey take 
de rco ts o f  dat [ crabapple tree ] an ' de red outa dis ro ck , dat l ime s tone ro ck ,  
an '  boil ' em  an ' de ro ck dere will abs olutely turn right b ack t o  ro ck ag in . S ee ,  
i t  will e at de root up wit lime - i t  will e at de root  up , an '  it wi ll b e  a little 
small rock lak dat . Well , dey us e dat rock fo ' ,  lak i f yo ' wanta open locks 
yo ' heah talk of peop le b lowin ' lo cks an ' openin ' di f f ' rent kinda lo cks an '  
things . I t ' s  a magic [magnet? ] .  Dey us e it  fo ' a magne t-s tone , dey call it . 
Dat ' s  de way dey git  ' em .  Ins tead o f  we us in ' lode stone , we use dose ro cks o f  
dose , but unmaterial ro cks . Some time dat ro ck used to b e  soft  lak a rot ten 
po tat o ,  b ut den when it ' s  damp weath ah , it g its hard agin . I t  gits hard de s ame 
as a bone . 

(Do the people in Havana burn the candles the s ame way they burn them here ? )  
Naw sub . We only burn three candles there .  We burn one , de b lack candle , 

an '  de whi te  candle fo ' fai th , an ' a red candle fo ' encouragements . 
( Do they use altars in this hoodoo work in Havana? ) 
Well , dey us e a alt ar but de altar doesn ' t  mean anything - it ' s j es '  one of 

de s cenery fo ' de pub l i c . 
(Tha t is if somebo dy comes in? ) 
Yes suh , ev ' rybody thinks dat ev ' ry  hoodoo pePson do dere work wi t altars an '  

thing s lak dat , but dey doesn ' t  mean anything . 
(Have you found that there is as much o f  this type of  work in Havana as there 

is in New O rleans ? )  
N o  suh ,  dere ' s  mo ' heah , but de people have les s undah s t andin ' ab out it heah . 
(Down in Havana , do the people s ay that they put live things in you ? Down 

there - how do they do i t  down there ? ) 
Well , dey has a s tring . Dey make a s tring out o f  a - j es '  lak , ev ' ry  piece of 

meat dat we have , why i t  corresponds wi t yore own flesh . Yo ' t ake r abb it - dat ' s  
de ne ares t meat we have , an ' we take dis candle o f  f ai th , di s whi te c andle , an ' 
take one o f  dos e  threads out o f  a meat j es '  l ak a vein , lak us yo '  know , an '  wrap 
it aroun ' a candle . Dat ' s  when dey wan ta put rats or  a snake o r  somep in lak into 
a person , or make ' em bark lak a dog . An '  i t  is  a praye r  dat chew s ay ovah dat , 
whut we call de prayer. o f  faith • • 

HE SAT ON FLOOR WHILE AUTHOR STOOD 

YO '  GO TO DE TOMBSTONE, DE HIGHEST TOMBSTONE, 
DEN A CEl(fAIN TIME 'FORE DAY IN DE MAWNIN ' 
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AN ' DEN IT 'S ON DE YOUNG MOON 
JES ' COMIN ' AS JESUS CHRIST RISIN ' AT DAT HOUR 

ALL RIGHT DEN YO ' MUS ' SET DOWN 
SET DOWN FLAT DISAWAY RIGHT BY DE TOMBSTONE 

[ HE SAT DOWN ON THE FLOOR] 
(SIT DOWN WITH YOUR BA CK AGAINST THE STONE ? )  

YES AN '  YO '  SET DERE UNTIL YO ' HEAH DE BUSTIN ' UP IN DE GRA VE 

IF YO ' GOT SENSE IN ANYTHING� IT GOT STRENGTH TO IT 

SUMTER, SOUIH CAROLINA 

1791 

[This man of 80 , who called me son and my son , sat for awhile in the inter
viewing chair  on the opposite s i de of the tab le from me ; but he was s oon s i tting 
on the floor . Lat er in Wi lson , N .  Car . , a b arefoo t man of 87 entered , ignored 
interviewing chair and immediately s at on the floor . I had to s tand up to see 
him als o  - see p . 50 ,  No . l75 . Present informant , No . l388,  mentions the well-known 
fairy-t ale theme , the unZi�ab Ze objeat , usually an obj ect that can be  lifted 
only by the des tined person - for example , ·�othung " (Needful ) , the sword wres ted 
from the ash tree in The Va lkyrie . For the noise in the grave - here , de bus tin ' 
up sound - af. p . 3 6 ,  No . 89 .  Informants material comes from cylinde rs C902 : 5-
C904 : 4  = 2483-24 85 . ]  

Now , yo ' go to de tomb s tone , de highes t tombstone . Den a certain time ' fore 
day in de mawnin ' , an ' den it ' s  on de young moon , j es '  comin ' as Jesus Christ 
risin '  at dat hour . All right . Den yo ' mus ' set down - set down flat disaway 
[ demonstrates ] right by de tomb stone . 

(Sit down with your back against the s tone? ) 
Yes . 
[He sat down on floor with his back ag ains t his chair . ]  
An '  yo ' set dere until yo ' hear de bustin ' up in de g rave . All right . Den 

when yo ' he ah dat bus t in de g rave , den yo ' turn on de lef t  s ide - on his lef t  
side , lak dat , an '  gradually down , an '  reach down an d  g rab it down one foot . 

(You don ' t  turn? You j ust sit  there and bear [ ? ]  down? ) 
Yeah . 
(How do you turn? ) 
Well , yo ' j e s ' turn away . Yet se t on his left side . Yeah , j es '  gPave Z it 

down [with the heel of your hand push s and and grave l away like a boat running 
aground on the beach] . 

(With your lef t hand ? ) 
Yeah , wit yore left hand . An '  gPave Z i t  down. [GPave Z was an ob solete word . 

Had he not been acting out everything ,  I would not have unders tood it . ]  An '  one 
foot , git into de moist dirt . All right , den . Den - well yo ' - when yo ' g i t  a 
foo t , one foo t , yo ' kin tell dat chew got de r ight grave . When yo ' git  dat 
[ dirt]  den yo ' hold it tight , an '  den all de devils in he ll goin '  be b ehin ' yo ' , 
de! try tuh take it from yo ' . But de minute dat chew take dat , covah ever ' thing , 
de minute yo ' take dat yo ' hol ' t ight . Den yo ' git  right up den an '  yo ' go on 
b ack .  Yo ' know yo ' got all de devils in all hell of de dead . All right . Yo ' 
hol ' it  tight . Den yo ' begin tuh walkin ' - walkin ' ,  yo ' see . But mind , de devil 
goin ' be  carryin ' yo ' back ,  but yo ' know what - hol ' i t  until yo ' g i t  home . An '  
when yo ' g it home , den he goin ' be roun ' yore house . Yes sir , de devil go in '  be 
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all roun ' yore house but yo ' ve g o t  it , but chew hol ' it t ight . I f  yo ' don ' t  hol ' 
it tight and clos e ,  he goin ' take it out of yore han ' ,  s ee . 

All right . Yo ' g i t  home , yo ' take yo ' s ome as fet idy an '  g o  where ah gwine , 
an ' yo ' t ake an ' pu t dat right in de middle o f  dat , an ' den yo ' take dat dere an ' 
den yo ' b and it up tight . Yo ' band it up tight . An '  den yo ' takes an '  put it in 
a airt igh t somepin . An '  den yo ' ll put s omep in like a cork s topper on it , an '  yo ' 
le t it s t ay dere yo ' know in a privacy s ix  days . Al l right , den . Den yo ' can 
take dat den into  - an ' do anything yo ' wan ta do . 

An '  yo ' kin t ake dat ,  dat same thing [graveyard dirt ] - ah ' m  goin ' tell yo '  
dis he ah now - an ' put it  in a lit t le purse , a ni ce lookin ' ,  yo ' know , rag in 
diff ' rent colors , yo ' under s t and - a cloth , yo ' unders t and . An '  den yo ' take 
an ' tote dat wi t chew an '  set up in bus iness ,  an ' yo ' git  dollahs l ak dat . Yo ' 
undahs t an '  whut ah ' m  t alkin ' ' b out - git  dol lahs lak dat . An ' yo ' kin put down 
a dol l ar .  Den yo ' kin bet de green o r  de red , an ' put dat dollah in dere an '  
bet anyone , but yo ' takes dat dir t out an '  shake it ovah dere . Yo ' undahs tan ' 
whut ah ' m talkin ' ' bout ?  Yo ' take dat an ' shake it  ovah dere • • • .  [ The fo llowing 
words are meaningless be cause he is demons trating on the floor , b ut as my comment 
now shows we have the un li[tab le o r  unraisab le obj e c t . ]  

(You ' ll b et them a dollar that they can ' t pick that dollar up , and you win 
their money b ec aus e they can ' t  p i ck i t  up . )  

Dey can ' t  p i ck it up . See heah .  Yo ' know whut make it  st rong an '  dat ' s  
s t ronge r den de wo rld - through me mahself . Faith is - al l acco un t  o f  faith . 
nat ' s  all . 

Very easily . Yo ' take he r hair an ' yo ' wrap i t  nine times , j e rkin ' i t  ovah 
to yo ' , an '  yo ' t ake dat hair an ' yo ' take it home an ' pu t it  undah de b o t tom o f  
yore do ' s tep , an '  i f  she don ' t  come to yo ' in nine days , d e  Lord - i t  b ad bus i
nes s and yo ' know de Lord did it [ sent her away from you , the man ] . 

Dere ain ' t  nuthin fo ' her tub do but tub gi t her s tep an '  his s tep an '  g it  
his  undahwears - his  sweat , where he  sweat undah his arms [ g et a small p ie ce of  
cloth from the armpit o f  his  underwear] - an '  band dat  togethah , an'  t ake i t  an ' 
put it  in a airtight , j es '  lak a cork-s topper bot t le .  Anything s o  i t  airtigh t . 
An '  she ' ll t ake dat an '  b r ing i t  to her home an ' she ' ll bury dat undah de back 
do ' s t ep . 

(What will tha t  do to him then ? )  
Why , dat wi ll bury his sp iri t . Why h e  goin ' hunt d e  way home • • • • 

Now yo ' kin t ake de chamber lye an '  yo ' could g i t  it fresh an ' put i t  in a 
airtight bottle , an ' put chew a pinch of  sulphur an '  salt in i t . 

(What will that do ? )  
Why , dat ' ll bring ' em down - bring a woman down , b ring a man down , my son , 

yes . In o ther words , i t  wi l l  keep on b ringin ' ' em down . 
An '  i f  yo ' wanta cure ' em ,  yo ' go  an '  let de air g i t  to  it . 
Why , yo ' kin kill a man if yo ' kin git his own pitchure , my son - yeah , yo ' 

kin kill a man . Ki ll h im , ah mean s tone-daid , i f yo ' kin g it his p i t chure . 
Yeah . • • •  

(How woul d you us e th at ? What woul d you do with that p i cture ? )  
Wel l , ah ' m  goin ' show yo ' now . Ah ' m  goin ' expl ain i t  t o  yo ' .  Yo ' can do as 

much as dis , an '  i f  yo ' got s ense in anything , i t  got  s t reng th to  it . But wi t 
faith yo '  know . 

All right , l is ten now . Go in de mawnin ' s oon , j es ' at de ris in ' of Jesus 
Chris t - de time yo ' know when dat bright s t ar , yo ' see , ' fore day in de mawnin ' . 
You underst and .  Yo ' t ake a double-barrel gun - a doub le-barrel gun an ' t ake i t , 
�· an ' • • • •  Let me ' splain i t  to yo ' .  See , yo ' j es '  put i t  on dis side o f  a t ree 
[ demons trates ] - take it an '  j es '  pu t i t  in a b ig ole t ree lak dat , an ' j es ' g it 
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on de o thah side o f  de t ree . Jes ' g it b a ck h eah lak dat . Boom ! I f yo ' don ' t 
die in twenty- fo ' hours den , yo ' ain ' t heah to die • • • •  Dat ' s  all t o  dat . 

(You sh oot that photog raph . )  
[ The wo rd boom and his ac t ions de s crib e d  the aiming and shoot ing o f  th e gun . ] 
I f  yo ' don ' t  like a fellah too much , yo ' coul d take his shoes an '  g re ase ' em  

in de instep - de sh oes wi t fresh lard . An '  yo ' t ake sulphur an ' s alt an '  b l ack 
peppah an '  j e s ' l et it s t ay dere - damp it yo ' know - let i t  s t ay de re , dat mean 
his l e f t  foot . Let it s t ay dere fo '  twenty- fo ' hours so it g i t  exh aus ted in de 
leathah yo ' undahs t an d . Ins i de de s hoe - no , right undah dat li t t le skin o f  
leathah • • • •  An' i f  he wear dat shoe an ' l ive , i n  twen ty- fo ' [ hours ] he ' ll come 
near tuh die • • • • 

(Do you pu t that s tu f f  on the ins i de o f  the shoe o r  on the outs ide ? ) 
Undah dat lit tle p ie ce o f  leath ah  ins ide - wh at he s t ands on , de ins t ep • • • •  
( Th at ins o le . )  
Yeah • • • • A s eve re p ain wi ll take him bu t he won ' t  know whu t  b rought i t  • • • •  
( Th i s  o l d fellow s ai d  he was 80 . He hopped around on the floo r - I th ink he 

was j us t  a li t tle b i t  chi ldi sh . He s at h ere on the floor and wen t through all 
the mo t ions • ) 

MAMMY - THE CIGAR SMOKER 

DIS IS SOMETHIN ' DAT 'S WU 'TH SEVEN HUNDERD DOLLAHS TUH YUH· 

DE OLE PEOPLE YUH KNOW DEY USE ' TUH CALL DAT "CUNJURE " 
DAT ' S  WHUT DEY USE ' TUH CALL MAH PATHAH WUS 

BUT HE WUS A PREACHAH • • • •  

HE WOULD JES ' HE 'P PEOPLE, BUT AH KNOW HE STUDIED DIS STUPP 

MEMPHI S ,  TENNESSEE 

[ Eve ryone calle d her Mammy .  She entered smoking a b ig cig ar - see my final 
comment . P re ach ing and aunju� frequently went tog e ther . The material of thi s  
woman , in fo rmant 15 5 1 , is o n  cyl inders Dl 3 5 : 9-Dl 3 9 : 5  = 2 818- 2 822 . ] 

Ah ' m s ixty- five y e ahs , dat ' s  mah age . Co ' se ah nev ah  worked in de pub l i c  fo ' 
m ah  l ivin ' fo ' whut ah knows . Den s ome o f  mah f riends would come around in d i s 
tre s s  fo 1 s omep in lak dat , an '  s ay , "Marrmy , "  s ay s , " ah  ' c lare , s o - an ' - s o  an ' s o 
an ' - so , "  s ay s , " ah want chew tuh he ' p  me , an ' whut d o  yo ' charge me ? "  Yo ' s ee . 

Ah says , "Wel l ,  l is t en , ah don ' wo rk fo ' mah liv in ' . " Ah s ays , "Ah ' 11 t e ll 
yo ' wh u t  tuh do . "  

"Wel l ,  ah ' ll do dat . "  
An ' ah s ay s , "Whatevah yo ' wan ta g ive me , ah thank yuh . " An ' ah s ay s ,  "Ah 

don 1 g o  in de p ub l i c  fo ' mah livin ' in da t way . " 
(That ' s  the old- time way ? ) 

. na t ' s  de ole- t ime way . [ I  will exp lain this later . ] 
( These are � ceipts that have been handed down for y ears ? )  [ She had called 

them receipts , wh ile machine was s topped . ]  
Ye s , des e  ole re ceip ts . Mah o le mathah an ' mah ole fath ah learnt me , yo ' 

know . Ah ' m  go t ' em  from mah forepappies . 
Now , de firs t re ceipt we goi n ' tuh git on , an '  dat is , yo ' know , fo ' luck . 
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We ' ll g ive dat first . Now , fo ' lu ck , tuh · he ' p  yo ' s e l f  through thing s , yo '  g o 
ou t in de woods an '  g i t  de s t uf f dey call devi Z 's snuff [ powde r from the devi l ' s  
snu f fb ox ] . See . Wel l , yo ' g it dis devi l snuff, an ' den dere ' s  three kinds of 
John de Conker. Yo ' g i t  devi Z 's snuff an ' den yo ' g i t  High John de Conker.  Yo ' 
put dose two arti cle s t og ethah . Den yo ' g i t , po ' j es '  de quan t i ty ,  as much 
whiskey as yo ' wan t a  make up , yo ' know , lak dey w an t a  make up - yo ' know , lak 
dey wanta make a bo tt le ab out l ak dat [ demons t r ate s ] . Den yo ' t ake it an ' put 
i t  h al f  fulla whiskey . Yo ' l l p u t  de devi l snuff in dere , de H1:gh John de Conker. 
Now , dat ' s  two ingreaments y o ' g o t . Den de nex ' thing yo ' g i t , put in dere , is 
whu t  ch ew call a lady f ingah . I t ' s  a l ady fingah dat g rows out in de wood . [ She 
may me an a var i e ty o f  re d peppe r , th at doe s not g row "out in de woo d , 1 1  o r  as 
lady ' s  finge r ,  one o f  seve ral p lant s . ]  Yo ' put dat in dere . Yo ' make enough 
mix ture fo ' luck . I t ' ll drive away all evi l an ' b ring f r iends . See . Den yo ' 
put in dere dat devil ' s- shoes t ring [ s ] . Now , yo ' go t do s e mix tures in dere . Den 
he ah ,  yo ' come an ' put Eve an ' Adam [ Adam- and-Eve ] .  Yo 1 p u t  dat in dere . Den de 
nex ' thing yo ' p ut in dere i s  whut we cal l  s andalwood - i t  g rows , now dere ' s  yore 
lu ck - it ' s  a root dat g rows . Dere is one thing dat yo ' p rep are f o '  luck . 

(Wh at do you do with that b ot tle now ? ) 
Yo ' h ave yo re m ix tures in de re . Or y o ' can dry i t an '  h ave it in a powdah , 

yo ' s ee .  Now , yo ' have two ways to mix i t  - yo ' have one way wi t all do s e  
herbs , an '  yo ' have one w ay d a t  yo ' kin u s e  in a p owdah . Den d e  o thah way dat 
yo ' use in de liquid . 

An '  de way yo ' do , yo ' j es ' powdah yo ' sel f yo ' know , yo ' see , an ' de Th ree 
High Godheads , "Go d  de F athah an ' God de S on an ' God de Ho ly Ghos t ,  let me be 
prosperous fo ' dis d ay , let me be p rosp erous fo ' so- an ' -so . "  

Now , dat i s  one . Dat is luck . 
Now ,  heah come s - de man i s  g one or de woman is g one , yo '  see , an ' yo ' want 

' em b ack home . Yo ' go out in de woods to a twin tree - yo ' know nuthin s ti cks 
no closer den a twin . Yo ' go out dere an ' yo ' git dis bark be tween dere . 

(Be tween the s e  two trees that are growing tog e ther ? )  
G rowin ' t og e th ah  - any tree ex cept de cedar tre e . Yo ' don ' t  use de cedar 

t ree unde rs tan ' .  Yo ' go home an '  yo ' burn de b ark . Dat leaves de ashes . I s n ' t 
dat righ t ?  Den y o ' git an ' ole churn an '  yo ' git de milk an ' yo ' g o tuh churnin ' 
an '  g it de bu t t ah an ' d ip it right up from dere , don ' t  chew see . Don ' t even wash 
de mi lk out of dere , j e s ' g i t  it up , an '  g it dat b ark an ' j es ' work it toge th ah 
j e s ' lak d at . 

(With that fresh but ter ? )  
Dat f resh buttah .  All righ t ,  yo ' goin ' ask d e  que s t ion . Mayb e de person i s  

in J ackson , Mi s s i s s ipp i , d at chew want heah . N ow , whut chew g oin ' do ? All 
righ t , ah ' ll tell yo ' whu t  chew g oin ' do . Yo ' ll take a man ' s  shoe . 

(What do you do wi th this b ark and this butter from the churn? Wh at do you 
do with th at ? )  

Well now , ah j es '  tole yo ' .  Yo ' see , yo '  
ashes . Yo ' t ake de but t ah , j es ' de quant i ty 
make up ;  den yo '  s it down an '  wo rk i t , cream 
cre am dat t og e thah . 

t ake up de bu t t ah an ' de re ' s  
o f  bu ttah , j es '  how much y o ' 
i t  togethah , � don ' chew see . 

yore 
wanta 
Yo ' 

Den when yo '  cream it tog eth ah , now , i f  yo re p arty is in Jacks on , dat chew 
wan t tuh comi home - now ,  i f  he ' s  in Jacks on , dere ' s  two way s to use dat . I f  
he ' s  in Jackson , Tennessee o r  he ' s  ' way i n  J acks on , Mi s s i s s ipp i . Now ah ' ve made 
it heah . All righ t . N ow , y o ' take a man ' s sh oe , don ' chew see , an ' pu t a spoon
ful in it at de t ime .  Heah ' s  de buttah , now . Whut mus t ah do ? All righ t , dis 
is wh ut ah ' m goin ' do . Yo ' know a gamb l ah , he has tuh re cogni z e  goin ' t o  de 
gamblin ' tab le - i f  he don ' , he ' s  shot down . An '  nuth in dat won ' t put God int o , 
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why dere ' s nuthin to i t . I f  de party who yo ' tell , if  dey don ' t s acrifice fo ' 
it , yo ' ll have tuh sacri fi ce - de sacrifice has tub be done .  Dere ' s  why a spoon 
at de time , an '  yo ' s ays , "In de Name o f de Fathah , de Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  while 
dey are wi llin ' tuh come back home to me . "  Now , dat ' s  done zactly twelve a ' clo ck 
n ight or day . Dat ' s  when de pers on comes back .  Dat will re ' lly bring dem back . 

(You j us t  put a couple of te aspoons o f  that right in that  shoe ? ) 
In dat shoe an '  s trike a mat ch an '  hit burns . Yo ' know , grease [ the bu tter ] 

will re ' lly burn . Wel l , now , dere is two �aeipts dat will do de work . 
We ll , now ,  fo ' ins tance , dere ' s  a person comin ' heah to dis home . Dey doin ' 

yo ' harm an '  yo ' j es '  don ' wanta ask ' em away ,  yo ' know ;  yo '  don ' t know whut tuh 
do an ' ah want ' em tub s tay away from me , be cause he ' s  g i t tin ' me into troub le . 
All right . Den yo ' go on back to de woo ds ag in , an '  dis mis t letoe - yo ' see dat 
grows up in de t rees , de mis tletoe . Well , yo ' g i t  de mis tle toe an '  bring it home 
an ' j es ' put it on an '  j es '  let it  boil , j es '  hard boil , an '  when hit hard boils , 
yo ' turn roun d ,  af tah it  g i ts cold an '  yo ' put it in - maybe i f  yo ' have half a 
gallon of de j uice , yo ' see , a half  a gallon , yo ' kin put a tablespoon o f  cayenne 
peppah in dere , in dat mix ture . Now yo ' want ' em to s tay away from yore home . 
All right , while yore mixin 1 i t  up , yo '  repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer , "Our F ath ah who 
art in he aven . Hallowed be  thy Name . Thy king dom come . Thy wi ll be  done on 
e arth as it is in heaven . Lord g ive us dis day our daily b read . Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from all evil , fo r thine is de kingdom , de powah 
an '  de glory fo ' evah an ' evah . Amen . "  

All righ t , den . Dose two thing s is all yo ' need . Den git chew a pencil an '  
s i t  down an ' write dat party ' s  name s ix times on diff ' rent pieces o f  papah - us e  
s ix .  An '  ev ' ry  mawnin ' at nine o ' clock yo ' burn dat pap ah an '  dey ' ll not make 
de third trip dere at chure house . 

(Now what are you g oing to do with this water that is down here ? )  
Dis i s  de wat ah dat chew see ah 'm takin ' up . Yo ' take dat watah an '  yo ' 

sprinkle it in dis pan , an '  yo ' s crub yore steps , or  put it up dere where he 
would walk ovah i t . Now , when he comes ovah dat ,  he might come de thi rd time 
but he ' ll nevah come de fo ' th .  

(Just this mist letoe boiled up with that red pepper in i t ? )  
Wit dat red peppah in i t  an '  repeat d e  Lord ' s  Prayer .  
Now , maybe it ' s one individual party , yo ' unders t and , dat yo ' have yore mind 

placed upon . Maybe yo ' want tuh make love - maybe yo ' wanta make love with dese 
p artie s , Mayb e yo ' wanta gain dere influence , don ' chew see . 

All right , now dis is  somethin ' dat ' s  wu ' th seven hunderd dollahs tuh yo ' .  
All right . Yo ' git a well-grown frog , yo ' unde rs tan ' ,  an ' yo ' t ake him an '  j es '  
punch a lot ta holes into de clo th lak dat an ' set de frog down .  An ' j es '  as de 
sun is goin ' down , yo ' go to dat ants ' nes t an '  set dat dere an '  covah it up -
set  it right de re , j es '  s ilent . Don ' t  say a word , j es '  be  silent ; j e s ' as de 
sun is goin ' down , set it dere .  Now , see , it has to s t ay six days , an '  when 
yo ' go  dere s ix days aftah dat , dere ain ' t much a frog dere - nu thin but de 
b one s ,  de frame . 

Den in dat yo ' will find two bones - one like a fishhook an ' de othah one lak 
a fish s cale . Den yo ' take dis b one an '  j es '  hitch [ or hook] it anywhere , j es ' 
anywhe re into de person ' s  garment who yo ' wanta love , tub love yo ' . Yo ' undah
st� ' . An '  i f  i t  s tays dere fift een minutes why yo ' gain dere thoughts . Now ,  
dat ' s  a sure reaeipt.  

Well , now ah 'm glad yo ' brought dat up . Dis is a ole-t ime re aeipt , j es '  as 
good as sun goZd. Yo ' gi t  dat party ' s  ahamber Zye an ' yores wit it mixed to
ge thah , nine needles an '  nine p ins . Shake i f  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  bury i t  
undah d e  do ' • 
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(Bury i t  wh ere ? )  
In de b ack - an ' dat b r ings ' em in de f ron t . An ' i f  he j es ' g o  runnin ' round , 

he ' 11 s t op .  
(Th at i s  to b ring a man in? ) 
Dat ' l l b ring h im in , woman or man , d at ' s  runnin ' round - keeps ' em  at home . 

See , if yo ' put de b o tt le in de b a ck , it pulls dem in de f ron t . 
Yo ' go to de woods an '  yo '  ket ch a f rog , a wel l-g rown frog an ' t ake s om e  b lack 

ink an '  wri te de party ' s  name who yo ' want tuh go an ' b ind it around dat we ll
g rown frog , an ' go out in de f ores t an ' turn him a- loo s e .  Dat ' s  de re aeipt fo ' 
dat . He will ce rt ainly go . 

Den heah ' s  ano thah one . Yo ' k et ch a rabb it , yo ' unders t an ' , a l ive rabb i t  an ' 
on de le f t  shoulder yo ' j e s '  b re ak a li t t le p l ace enough tuh push h i s  hair in 
dere an ' t urn him a- loose . Dat p erson wi ll go away . He ' l l nevah s tay de re . 
Dat ' s  true . 

Ah seed mah fath ah do dat . Mah fathah re ' lly did i t . Now , dere ' s  a man once 
dat wus g ivin ' h im lo ts of t roub l e  an ' he got dat foo t t rack . An '  he ' d  t aken a 
horseshoe nail , ah think i t  i s  - yes , he ' d  t aken d at foo t  t rack , dat ' s  de way he 
did i t . He t akes dat track an ' he pu t s  right center in dat , whe re he t ook up de 
t rack - he t ake s de t r ack up firs t , an ' he puts a l i t tle s ti ck right de re in de 
middle o f  de ho llow part . An '  he drove a horseshoe nai l  down dere an '  d en he ' d  
t aken dis t rack an '  h e  put in dat t rack cayenne pepp ah an ' th ree c amb r i c  needles 
an '  fas ten it up in a can an '  t hrow it in de r ivah . Ah rememb ah dat s ince ah wus 
a g irl . 

(What did h e  do that for ? )  
Ah said t o  h im  one day , ah s ay s , "Father , whu t  di d yo ' do dat fo ' ? "  
An '  he said , "Wel l , yore too young tuh know but ah will tell yo ' some d ay . "  

An '  he di dn ' t s ay any thing , an ' late r  on aftah ah wus grown up be fo ' he died , he 
to le me lot s  o f  thing s . 

An ' he tole me , he s ays ,  "Wel l , ah ' m g o in ' show him how tuh b e  s o  smar t , dog
gone him . "  He says , "Now he will nevah no mo ' in di s worl ' will evah walk on dat 
foo t  s traigh t  no mo ' . "  An ' he didn 1 t - wh en he wen t tuh de grave he wen t  cr ip 
pled . His foo t swe lled up an '  dey go t ev ' ry  doctor an '  ev ' ry thing but nu th in 
wou ld move dat mis ery . Je s ' dat one track . 

( E i th e r  t rack , I suppos e ? )  
No - yeah ,  i t  don ' make any diff ' ren ce . 
( An d  after you p i ck that t rack up - you don ' t  take i t  up any s p e ci al way , do 

you ? ) 
Now l is ten ,  heah ' s  de way dat t rack is taken up . He ah ' s de track - yo ' g i t  

i t  lak d i s  an ' w i t  d i s  f ingah . Yo ' s ee now , he ah ' s  d e  t rack [ demons t rates ] . 
(Wait ! Thi s  is th e t o e  and that ' s  the hee l . Take the middle f inger o f  the 

le f t  h and . )  
Dat ' s  de le ft han ' - now roll i t . S ee , now l i s t en .  Ah ' m goin ' p ush dis heah 

righ t dere . Yo ' see , di s tr ack . Ah ' m pushin ' s ome o f  dis t r ack away an '  ah ' m  
comin ' righ t heah . N ow ,  when ah g i t  t o  d e  hollow , ah ' l l come ovah b a ck an ' g i t  
all d e  t ra ck an ' p u t  dat h ors eshoe n ai l  right down dere . An '  den ah come on back 
an '  ah t ake it dere an ' ah j es '  put de horseshoe nai l . Den ah come an ' g i t  mah 
whole f ing ah l ak d at an ' g i t  de width o f  dat t rack , de leng th of i t . 

In de o le �ar t ime s  - j es '  l ak ah wus heah an '  dey wanted me tuh move away . I 
go t enemi es ovah dere an ' he ' s  t ry in ' tuh g i t  me away . Den he ' d  done g o t  in wi t 
a man dat owne d dis property . 

(Th i s  was ye ars ago ? )  
Yessuh . Den he ' s  got in wit de man dat owned dis p roperty an '  turnt h i s  mind 

ag ains t me - nuthin dat ah have did , but he j e s '  turned his mind ag ains t  me . All 
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righ t .  Den ah ' ll g o  ' cros s  de s tree t ovah heah to any g rocery s t o ' an ' ah h ave 
tuh g o  in a way that they will g ive i t  to me , whut ah hope fo ' , an ' dat is a 
b acon skin , an ' ah h ave mah han ' ,  de who le l ength o f  mah han ' tied up an ' ah g o  
to de s to ' whe re a h  b e en t r adin ' , yo ' know , an '  s ays , "Li s ten - ooh , ah ' m j es ' 
s u f f erin ' wi t mah arm , ah 'm suf ferin ' s o . Ah wan t chew tuh g ive me a li t t le 
skin . " An ' he ' l l g ive i t  to me . Ah ' ll take it an '  bury it righ t  at dat do ' .  
Dat ' s whe re ah ' l l put it , right at de do ' .  Den when ah put dat ovah ' gins t de 
do ' , ' cardin ' to de o le wart ime , when yo ' are g o in ' to de wo ods . An '  ah ' l l g o  
dere an '  ro am d a t  woods until ah find a hick ' ry s tump da t  have b een cu t down an ' 
de s p routs g r ow .  Ah wan t f o ' o f  ' em , fo ' o f  dos e .  Co ' s e yo ' know i t ' s  fo ' 
co rnah o f  ev ' ry hous e .  Ah don ' care how it ' s  b ui l t , i t ' s  a fo ' co rnah . I sn ' t  
dat facts ? All right . 

Now , ah ' m g oin ' to de man , o r  mayb e he ' ll come f o ' rent or ah ' ll owe him rent 
an ' ah '  11 go dere an '  t ake a do llah an '  ah s ay ,  " Cap tain , ah s ay s , "Wi ll yo 1 g ive 
me chang e fo ' a dollah , p l e as e . Ah wanta p ay yo ' so-an ' -so . "  Wel l , now , i f  ah '  d 
ask yo ' r ight now tub g ive me a ch ang e fo ' f ive doll ah , why yo ' no t go in ' p i ck up 
dat p i le an ' s ay ,  "Heah yo ' kin coun t i t . 1 1 Yo ' g o in '  tuh co unt i t . Anyb ody 
would do d at . See . Den when yo ' co un t  out de five do l l ah s , five one ' s  or any 
amount o f  dat , wel l ,  now ah ' m  got mah eye on yo ' an ' de las t piece of money yo ' 
puts down dat ' s  de one ah p i ck up . Den ah ' ll rea ch b a ck an ' g i t  de othah . See . 

Den when ah g i t i t , ah ' l l b ury dos e  hi ck ' ry swi tches a t de fo ' co rnahs o f  dat 
hous e an ' de las t piece o f  money dat chew l ays down , dat ' s  de f i rs t  swit ch ah put 
down , an ' dat ' s  why ah plant dat down . Den dat ' ll make me an ' yo ' friends ag in . 
An '  turn him ag ains t  dem peop le who h ave d i d  dat - lak dey turn ag 1 in s t  me . Den 
ah kin s t ay dere . 

(They can ' t move you o ut o f that hous e . What do you do with that fi r s t  p ie ce 
o f  money ? )  

Dat firs t p ie ce o f  money dat ah took up d at ' s  de money ah put down at d e  fi rs t 
sp rig dat ah p lan t . Den de re s t  yo ' d o  whu t  chew p l e a s e . But de firs t pie ce 
whut b re aks de tri ck . 

(You mus t put down one piece o f  money ? ) 
Yo ' mus t pu t down dat firs t p ie ce dat chew p i cked up - de las t p i e c e  he laid 

down . De firs t p i e ce yo ' p i ck up , dat ' s  de p ie ce yo ' pu t down dere . 
(You p i ck up two p i e ces then - you use two pieces ? )  

No , no . Yo ' j es '  us e one p ie ce . Now , yo ' lis ten .  I f  yo ' g ive me f ive 
doll ahs , mayb e yo ' ll give me f ive one ' s ,  but in b ehin ' be five one s mayb e put 
two h alve s , but y o ' b ound tuh l ay down de l as t  p i e ce of money dat chew g o t . Yo ' 
know yo ' goin ' to - don ' t  i t  l ook reas on ab le ?  Now , dis is ole war t ime now , when 
yo ' do dat - dat ' s de money d at chew want tuh g ain de in fluence o f  dis man who 
has b een turned ag ' ins t yo ' . 

(You bury that wi th the las t s t i ck - th is las t p i ece o f  money ? )  
Bury it right dere . 
( And the f i rs t p iece o f  money you bury that with the fi rs t s t i ck? ) 
De firs t p ie ce o f  money . Yo ' don ' t put down bu t one p i e ce o f  money . Yo ' put 

down one p i e ce an '  dat is de las t piece o f  money dat he count ed . 
Now he ' d  us e gmveya:Pd diT't , lak d at . He ' d  t ake a tab le spoon o f  gT'aveyaT'd 

diT't an '  ninet een grains of red peppah an '  a ni ckel . He ' d  put it on de s tove an '  
he• d  s t ir it - ah ' ve seen him do it a million time s . An ' he ' d  s t ir i t j es '  lak 
dat un til yo ' s ee dose g rains leap in '  f i rs t one way an ' den ano th ah  l ak dat . An '  
he woul d s t ir dat nicke l an ' dat gT"aveya:Pd diT't unt il de las t seed l e f t  dat hot 
s tove , de l as t  seed le ft de s tove . Den when he done dat he ' d  have a s if t e r . He 
wo ul d  h ave a p l ate or pan tuh ketch de dus t yo ' know , an ' he would turn dat 
s i f te r  unt i l  ev ' ry bit o f  dat dirt went out an ' left de nicke l in dere . Den 
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whoevah he wan ted tub go , he would go to dat house o r  else send it yo ' know . 
Sometimes yore enemies , you cain ' t go  in dere [ their ] home . An '  he says , "Go 
dere an ' git me a nickel worth o f  sugah or a nickel cof fee , "  say , " ah found dis 
heah ole ni ckel an ' it ' s  kinda b lack , but ah think it  wi ll pass . "  Yo ' see . 

He say ,  "Yes , dat ' s  a g ood nickel - i t  j es '  black . 1 1 
Den yo ' says to de party , "Now , yo ' s  de one ah want a go . "  
Well , yo '  s tep ovah dere an ' git  me some sugah or git  me a nickel worth 

' b acco . Now , when yo ' goes across de street an '  spend dat nickel , yore a los t 
boy . Gone . Yo ' ll nevah stay a t  dat place . 

(That will move you out o f  the house ? )  
Yo ' ll  move out of  dere . 
(That pepper seed will pop out like pop corn? ) 
Yo ' s tir i t  an '  yo ' kin j es '  s ee ' em  leapin ' lak dat . Den yo ' s ti rs until  

yo '  doesn ' t see a-one leap in ' . 
(Where did your father live , here in Tennessee? ) 
Aw , he lived in Miss iss ippi . He ' s  been daid fo ' twenty yeahs . 
Dere b lackroo t ,  Sampson [ or Samp son ' s ]  snakeroot , Indian turnip , May apple an '  

po ' k  root . Lemme see now ,  b lackroo t is one , Samson snakeroot is two , Indian 
turnip ' s  three an ' May apple is fo ' ,  isn ' t  i t? 

(Yes . You called five roots . )  
We j es ' g i t  ' em s t raight now . Take dose five-s ix roots an '  put ' em into a 

bottle . Nope , ah got dat wrong , no he didn ' t .  Yo ' t ake dos e  roots  an '  put ' em  
in de s tove - dat ' s  right . Yo ' put ' em in de s tove an ' dry ' em ,  an '  t ake a 
co ffee mill an '  g rind ' em up into powdah . See . Yo ' give a teaspoonful to one 
dose . Don ' nevah have tub g ive but one dose t o git  nobody ' s  mind . A teaspoon 
of  dat in a tab lespoon of molas ses wit three seeds o f  red peppah . All right . 
Now , de seventh [ s ixth ] root  is de devi l ' s-shoes tring . Dey takes dat an ' put i t  
on an '  boil it . An ' hit will natchrully work de one time h e  s t art dat tea , an ' 
dreen ev ' ry  bit  of  watah from his branch [ ? ] . 

(That b rings a person ' s  mind back ? )  
B ring his mind back .  
From de dirt daubers t o  yo ' .  Ah ' ve seen mah daddy do dat . Now , j es '  lak yo ' 

runnin ' a gro cery s to '  or  any kind o f  a busines s place an ' yo '  wants tub move 
[ increase]  dat business . Yo ' go an ' git  some light bread , yo ' underst and , yes , 
l ight b read . Yo ' t ake High John de Conker an ' yo ' dry i t , yo ' know , j es '  into a 
powdah an ' yo ' put - j es ' covah dat bread wit dat an '  put a teaspoon sugah ,  an '  
j es '  have a sandwich ,  an '  den yo ' set it  in de fiah an ' let i t  burn an ' yo '  put 
a glass of watah right dere wit i t . Ah know yo ' know it all yo '  life , de moss 
dat growin ' in de t rees - an '  wash it [moss ]  right ni ce an '  clean . An '  now , 
heah ' s de sandwich an '  heah ' s yore glass o f  watah . See . An '  burn it . An '  den 
when it  burns , yo ' take dis an ' put it  down in dat mos s an '  sprinkle it  in front 
of de do ' an ' de rooms , an ' de crowd j es '  po ' s  in . 

(Now wai t ! Here ' s  your sandwich and here ' s  your g las s o f  water . Now , whe re 
do you put this mos s ?  Do you burn this moss ? )  

No , no . Yo ' put chure mos s in de glass o f  watah - sets i t  by de sandwich 
while i t ' s  a-burnin ' .  

(What do you burn the sandwich on? )  
See , yo ' �ke dis s andwich an ' covah dis s andwich wit  dis heah High John de 

Conker. An '  it ' s  go tta be dry yo ' know .  An ' den yo '  put chew a teaspoon o f  
sugah . Now , heah ' s  de b ot tle an ' he8h ' s  de light b read an ' heah ' s  d e  sandwi ch -
ah mean heah ' s  de layer [ of  the s andwi ch ] . Jes '  lak i f  yo ' would buy a s andwich , 
see ; now , heah ' s  a piece of  bread on de top an ' heah ' s  a p ie ce o f  bread at de 
bo ttom , lak dat . Wel l ,  now when hit burns up , den yo '  t ake dose ashes an ' put 
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it down on t op of  dat moss . See , dat bread ' s  done burnt into a crus t , an' ev ' ry
thing is burnt up an ' yo ' put i t  in de glass , an '  let it  set dere all night till 
de next mawnin ' b e fo ' de sunrise . Yo ' sprinkle it in front of de s to '  do ' an '  
sprinkle i t  in de s to ' . 

(You jus t  burn this sandwich on a shove l or something ? )  
Jes ' a shovel o r  somethin ' .  
(Then you take those ashes and mix i t up wi th that mos s ,  and you put all that 

down into this glass of water? )  
Yes suh .  Now , dat will boom anybody ' s busines s .  De whi te peop le at Cartere t , 

Mis sissippi , [ her father did this for them ] . 
[ I  had evidently asked about cap turing a murderer . ]  
Ah see him do it . He ' d  eithah take dat party [murdered person ]  an '  bury him , 

yo ' know , wi th de face down lak dat - bury ' em  on dere [ their ] face . An '  den de 
one who done de killin ' would come back .  

(Years ago when you were a child , what did they call that type of  work - root 
working or what ? Did they call it wi tchcraft or what ? )  

Yo ' know , dey ' s  always called dat hoodoo [ she soon qualifies this ] . 
(Did they call it  conjuration ? )  
Dat de s ame thing . De ole people yo ' know , dey used to  call dat aunjure . 

Dat ' s  whut dey used tuh call mah father wus . But he wus a preacher - but he 
would j es ' he 'p  people . He did do some of dese thing s , but he would j es '  he 'p 
people .  But ah know he s tudied dis s tuff . 

[ Her father ' s  work explains her "Dat ' s  de old-time way" at the beginning of  
the interview . ] 

(End o f  1 5 5 1 . This woman ' s  name was Mammy .  She came in - she says she is 
65 - smoking a b ig cigar . [ I  told her to continue smoking - I was smoking a 
cig ar . ] That counting she did in one of her items , she b egan [ counting on her 
f ingers ] - she missed her thumb . She really couldn ' t  count • • • •  ) 

DROPOUT STUDENT 

AH DIDN 'T EVAH FINISH UP DAT TRADE 

WHVT DE ' CALL IT? DE NAME OF IT? CALL IT WITCHCRAFT 
(WHAT DO THEY CALL A FELWW WHO DOES IT? )  
WHUT DOES DAT SORT OF WORK? "ROOTWORKAH "  

AH KNOW A LADY RIGHT CROSS DERE 
''WITCHIN ' WOMAN " CURED 'ER WHILE AGO 

SHE GOT SEV 'RAL SNAKES FROM 1 ER 

SEE� DAT WUZ WITCHCRAFT� TOO 

FLOREN CE , SOUTH CAROLINA 

• [we have he re something rare in witchcraft - his own name for the trade - a 
man who admits being a dropout from wi tchczoaft s choo l ,  "didn ' t evah finish up 
dat trade . "  The s tory he tells about one o f  his ins tructors selling himself to 
the devil is excep tionally good , so are several o ther matters , and rare is his 
term wi tchin ' wcman. The material of  informant 13 05 fi lls cylinders C623 : 6-
C628 : 4 = 2204-2209 . ] 
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Whut ah heard dey kin do wit �- Yo ' take it to  a runnin ' s t ream of watah 
an ' throw it in dere . An ' wrap i t  in a piece of  si Zvah aZoth , throw in de watah , 
a runnin ' s tream o f  watah . 

(What would that do ? )  
Dat would make yo ' lose yore mind . 
(What do you mean by si ZveP aZoth ? Like silve r that g oes around tob acco? ) 
Yes sir , dat kind . 
Ah ' ve he ard t alk o f  buryin ' de hair . Whut ah heard whut de ' do wit hair is 

bury i t . Dat ' s one thing , bury i t . Take an ' make a b ox an ' bury i t in - a 
lit tle small b ox ,  but covah i t  good wi t silvah [ see late r]  ovah i t . Bury it 
good like anybody when yo ' put ' em away - fix it  de s ame way , an ' dig a place 
in de g round deep . Jes '  put somep in on top o f  i t  an ' p ack i t  down dere good an '  
t ight . An '  if  yo ' do dat , dey won ' t  live long aft ah dat - dey ' ll die aftah dat . 
Dat ' ll kill ' em , too . 

(Now what do you mean , you put s ilver on top of the box or in the box ? ) 
Put it in de box .  Now , yo ' take a person when yo ' put him in a casket , ins ide 

of a wooden cof fin - yo ' undahstan ' whut ah 'm talkin ' ' bout . 
(What kind o f  s i lve r  do you put in that box ? ) 
Jes ' lak a pie ce o f  qui cks ilvah . Yo ' ve seen gui cks i lvah haven ' t  yo ' ?  Yo ' 

wrap it wit dat . 
(You mean that silver that comes around tob acco? ) 
Yes si r .  
(You wrap that hair in that and put it  in the little box . )  
Yes , j es '  ins ide o f  a lit t le box - like dey puttin ' somebo dy away . 
Ah heard of killin ' folks wit hair . Dey say de way dey do dat . Jes ' lak yo ' 

go tub sleep , dey cut hair from yore arm [ ? ]  an ' take dis hair an '  carry i t  -
carry i t  ' way , ' way from yo ' but don ' t  carry it where nobody see where yo ' pu t 
it or throw i t . Throw it in de rivah an ' dat will carry it  away . I f  dey do dat , 
dat will make yo ' leave home . 

Ah ' ve known o f  a ole man once . He wuz ver ' ole an ' one day ah met him . Ah 
wu z  talkin ' wit him an ' ah wuz axin ' , ah said , ''Well , ah ' d  lak tuh learn some 
things , "  ah said , "how tub play mus i c , how tuh be lucky an '  win , an ' how tub 
g amb le an ' nevah los e . "  

An '  he s ay ,  "Wel l , de best thing yo ' kin do is come , go wit me an '  ah carry 
yo ' tub de fo ' k  o f de road an ' ah kin t ell yo '  whut tuh do . "  An '  ah went wit 
him to de fo ' k  of de road an ' he tole me , he said , "Yo ' go in de fo ' k  of de 
road" - he wuz standin ' right in de fo ' k  of de road - "befo ' daylight .  Go b efo ' 
day . "  He s ays , "Dere will come some peop le ,  but yo ' won ' see which way dey come 
from , but dey ' ll come . When dey come yo ' ll h ear some sounds o f  mus i c  or  i f  yo ' 
wanta learn tuh  g amb le , de man will show yo ' how tub g amble . He ' ll come up to 
yo ' .  When he come up to yo ' ,  don ' t  run from him .  He come up to yo ' ,  he ain ' t  
goin ' hurt chew or harm yo ' ' tall . " S ay ,  "Yo ' stan ' dere till he comes . "  

An '  ah didn ' t  evah finish up dat trade , but dis o le man he already finish but 
ah see some things he had done , plenty of ' em . 

Wel l , yo ' go - yo ' go to de graveyard an ' yo ' turn de headbo ' d - take de foot
bo ' d  an '  bury it to de haid , an '  take de haidbo ' d  an ' bring i t  to de foo t . An ' 
use de pe rson ' s  name whut would do yo ' dat way - us e de re name aftah yo ' come 
back from de graveyard . Bring s ome dirt an ' threw it al l  roun ' de hous e ,  under
ne at ' de step s , all about dat - an ' dat will ho ld dem from yo ' , dey can ' t  do it . 

( I f  they come to  your house to  harm you by put ting down any th ing , then you do 
that . )  

[ He did not explain the name and I having heard similar rite s  b efore f ai led 
to ask for an explanation . While sprinkling the g raveyard dirt he calls the 
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s uspected person ' s  name , o ften adding a little pro fanity . For some illogical 
reason the evil spirit or sp irits who actually do all evil work dis like pro
fani ty . ]  

Well , a man once - co ' se he ' s daid now - he wanted to learn to be  lucky an ' 
doin ' funny s chemes - winnin ' an ' goin ' places where nobody can ' t  see him when 
he go dere . So one evenin ' he s aid to his brothah ' fore he tuk de trip on off  -
he had tuh go by himsel f - he say ,  "Wel l , " say ,  "ah got twenty cents , "  he say , 
"ah 'm  goin 1 to go uptown an '  ah 'm goin ' buy me a sack o f  coke , "  says , "ah already 
got a fryin ' pan . " Say , "Ah already got a fryin ' pan an ' ah 'm goin ' buy me most  
any sort of good thing ah like tub eat , but ah don ' carry no fiah wit me when ah 
�' ain ' t  goin ' carry no match - ain ' t goin ' carry nuthin lak dat . "  

So he went on out in de woods , an '  aftah goin ' out in de woods - · i t wuz in de 
nighttime , wuzn ' t  no light noway .  I t  wu z  a da ' k  night , wuzn ' t no moon shinin ' . 
He clean him o f f  a clean space on de ground an '  he put  down dis coke an ' he put 
on his fryin ' pan an '  he cleanded de meat an ' he put it on , but s till he didn ' t  
carry no light or no matches or nuthin wit him . An '  aft ah doin ' dat , he carried 
a gui-tah-fiddle wit him in de woods where he play a guitar . He s tarted - yo ' 
know , he begin tuh play an '  after while he say - an ' he spoke to de fiah an '  he 
s ay ,  "Come , fiah , come . "  An ' de fiah come an '  light on de coal [ coke ] . De first 
thing he heard wuz a s cramble of sticks an '  broken-like trees comin ' down , fall
in ' ,  an ' one min ' [mind] tell him , "Don ' chew run , s t and still . "  Say ,  "Yo ' wanta 
learn do dis lucky [ stuff] an ' be lucky in gamblin ' er [or] anythin ' yo ' do , don ' 
run .  Yo ' don ' be ' fraid of it , j es '  stand s till . Yore luck will come aftah 
while . "  So he had a min ' hisself [ the second mind] an ' s t ay right dere , an ' de 
fiah come light de coals . An '  aftah dat happen - see , de fiah come but i t  light
ed . De devil done dat . He do ' s  devil work. An '  he come an ' l ight it . De devil 
sent de fire . De devil didn ' t  come himsel f ,  he sent de fiah to come . 

So aftah he go t through cookin ' ,  de fiah - yo ' know , de fiah whut de devil 
send - a voice spoke to him sayin ' , "Eat it now . " Tole him , "Yo ' eat i t . " An '  
he eat ev ' ry b it of  it . An '  he tole him , say ,  "Aft ah yo ' eat dis heah , yo ' kin 
become tuh do anything yo ' wanta do . "  Say , "Yo ' kin go up town an ' spend fifty 
cent s an ' git a dollah b ack . " An ' say ,  ' 'Yo ' kin go up town an ' go in any place 
dat chew know - in de bank or anywhere . Any place yo ' kin call de name o f  i t , 
yo ' kin go in an '  nobody can ' t  see yo ' when yo ' go in dere . "  

An '  aftah all he did , he come back .  Aftah he done dat trick , he come b ack 
home an ' he knock on his mothah do ' an ' he called his mothah an ' his mothah an
swe red , an '  she as t-ed , ''Whe ah yo ' ? "  We ll , she had de do ' shet - de do ' wuzn ' t  
open . An '  he come in de house bu t  dey don ' know how he got in de house - didn ' t  
see him when he come in . 

An '  ' bout two weeks aftah dat , he had a lit tle t rouble . He got in a lit tle 
trouble in town dere an '  de pol i ceman wuz all aftah him , an '  he got 'way from 
de policeman - leastways de po liceman couldn ' t  keep in tet ch wit him , yo ' see . 
De po liceman s aw  him once an ' he disappeared befo ' him an ' he couldn ' t  see him 
no mo ' .  

(Well , now , this fellow took this coke and this meat out there to the woods , 
and then he sat down and played on something ? ) 

Sat down an ' made up to cook somepin . First rake him off  a clean place fer 
tu� set his fryin ' pan an '  he carried him two piece of bricks - two ole piece of 
bricks tub set it on , but he didn ' t  carry no fiah , no mat ches , nuthin . An '  aftah 
he become tub do dat , den he spoke , say ,  "Fiah , come . "  De fiah didn ' t  come right 
den - in about thirty minutes time .  First  he hear a s t em  of  a tree j es '  broken 
like somepin were fallin ' on it . 

(Well ,  you mean , he knew he would sell himself to the devil befo re he went out 
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there or that ' s  how he sold himsel f  to the devil . ) 
Dat ' s  de way he sold himself . See , he got dat part from an ole man - he [ "an 

ole man" ] had taken [ learne d ]  dat trade , so he [ se cond old man] learnt i t  [ j es '  
like we ] se ttin ' right chere . 

(Who told you this s tory , this experience ? )  
Dis same man , ah tell yo ' whut did dis . 
(The [ second] old man tha t you were speaking about a moment ago , out in the 

count ry ? )  
D e  s ame man ovah heah at  [ near ]  Orangeburg [ South Carolina] . 
(What do the people here in South Carolina call this kind of work? What do 

they call it - them - the peop le that do this sort o f  thing ? )  
Whut de ' call i.t ?  De name o f  i t ?  Call i t  wit chcraf t . 
(What do they call a fellow who does i t ? ) 
Whut does dat sort o f  work? Rootworkah . 
Take up dat , yeah . Take dat foot track an '  g i t  chew a pie ce o f  homespun clo th 

an ' yo '  t ake it up an '  put i t  in dat clo th an ' t ie it up in a ball an '  dig a hole 
right undah de house where he g en ' ly t ravel ' long - right dere - an '  he can ' t  
trave l  ' long dere no mo ' .  Dat ' l l s top him from t rav ' lin ' . 

(How do you me an that s tops him from travel ing ? )  
I t  will fix him so he can ' t  g o  where h e  travel to . 
(You mean i t  will keep the man at home ? )  
Keep him home , dat ' s  right . T ake up de right foot - make no dif f ' rence j es. ' 

s ince it ' s comin ' or  goin ' . 
A ole man - de s ame man ah tellin ' yo ' ' bout ovah yondah - ah g o t  in some 

troub le an ' de boys wuz givin ' me troub le an '  ah couldn ' t  g i t  rid of ' em  an ' ah 
went to de ole man . He wus a rootworkah , an '  he say , ''Well , yo ' p ay me a lit t le 
money an '  ah ' 11 fix yo ' up all right . "  

Ah s ay ,  "All right . "  
So he tuk up a person foot track , tuk up de foo t track an '  ah ain ' t  had no mo ' 

troub le wit dem people s ince . 
(These fellows were g iving you some trouble ? )  
Yeah . 
Lak dey carry it  t o  a s t ream of runnin ' watah . 
(This b lack cat . )  [ I  repeat b ecause my machine had mis sed the opening words . ]  
Fus t yo ' git ' im an '  yo ' boil ' im - make yo ' a f iah an ' yo ' boil ' tm .  Fire 

him in de pot an '  yo ' boil him an '  aftah boilin ' him yo ' carry him to a runnin ' 
s tream o f  watah , down to some far branch somewheah or ' nothah , an '  de b one whut 
comes up de s t ream dis way is de lucky bone . An '  de one go dis way is de unlucky 
bone . 

(Well , what do you do when you get  this b one? ) 
Yo ' be lucky an '  go an '  win . 
[ He calls a bone floating downs tream de un lucky bone . Nowhere in my recorded 

or unre corded material does this un lucky bone appear . ]  
Well , anythin ' lak dat ,  i f  yo ' do s omep in ;  so  de dog can ' t  track yo ' anywhere , 

de way yo ' do , take turpentine an '  sulphur - dat wi ll stop de dog . Dey can ' t  
stand dat , dat turns ' em of f .  

(Where do you put that turpent ine and sulphur? )  
In yore sl'Wile . 
Jes ' lak a person kill a person an '  go on away an ' s ay ,  he wuzn ' t comin ' b ack , 

dey go to de graveyard an ' swit ch de haidbo ' ds .  An '  dey ' ll swit ch  de haidb o ' ds 
an '  when dey do dat , dey ' ll come b ack home den . An '  den [ they ]  got a kinda 
powdah - got a powdah made out a  sulphur an ' graveyard dirt·, an '  use dat an ' 
dat ' ll change dere mind an ' dey kin come b ack home . Dat ' s  de way dey g rab ' em  
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too . Dat ' ll bring ' em  back . 
(To make this fellow come back himself , if he has killed someone . Tell that 

s tory over again . )  
Go to de grave an '  switch de haidbo ' d  to foot , take de footbo ' d  an '  carry it 

to de haid . Den aftah doin ' dat ,  den use de Father  Name , de Son an '  de Holy 
Ghost . See , use dem words , "In de Name of de Father ,  Son an '  Holy Ghos t . "  Use 
dem three names an '  say undah [unto] yo ' self , say ,  "Lawd , Yo ' know , Yo ' s  all . 
Anything dat be  done gotta be  done through [ and]  by Yo ' ,  an '  ah hope dis will b e  
done unto yo ' . "  [ The last "yo ' "  is the es caped killer . ]  

An '  aftah yo ' do dat , go  back home den . When yo ' git back home , take some of 
dat dirt  an ' carry it  from de grave wit yo ' - carry dat ' long wit yo ' . An '  aftah 
yo ' git back home yo ' git some sulphur an '  mix it wit dat , see , an '  red pepp ah ,  
brims tone , salt . Mix dat togethah an '  make a powdah of  it . An '  aftah making dis 
powdah yo ' burn it . in de fire an '  dat will make ' em come home - dat will bring 
him back home . 

(The fellow that killed this man . )  
Tuh make him do lak yo ' want him tub do , see , take an '  gi ' to him in his 

bread . Cook his bread wit i t .  
(This chamber lye ? )  
An '  make h im  do lak yo ' want him tuh do . Dat ' s  witchcraft , too . 
One time ah wuz studyin ' for somepin , ah quz [was ] goin ' be �epin . A voice 

spoke tub me - ' spose it wux [was ] de devil spoke . I t  wux witchcraft ,  too . Ah 
wuz tryin ' tuh study fo ' dat work . A ole lady taught me an '  ah wuz s tudyin ' fo ' 
it . A voice spoke to me , say ,  "Is  yo' [ can you] read ? "  Axe me , ' 'Wux yo ' ready 
to  do dese tricks ? "  But ah went on , but ah didn'ttlevah git to de end where ah 
would do ' em .  But anyhow ah saw a man wit no haid an '  dat b egin tuh s top me , 
dat witchcraft . 

(You gave up the work , you didn ' t continue with it . )  
[The preceding quz and wux show how difficult  it is to trans crib e  some South 

Carolinian lowlanders without expert recording , good ear and elaborate diacrit
ical marks . ]  

Well , yo ' take Adam-an ' -Eve .  Yo ' know Adam-an ' -Eve . Puts it in a bott le an '  
put whiskey on it or eithah Hea:rots Co logne an '  to te it  in yore po cket . An '  while 
nus in ' [ us ing ] it , dere ' s  a powdah yo ' nuse ' long wit it . See , yo '  nuse dat on 
yore face three times , "Name de Father , Son [ and Holy Ghost ] . " Nus e it  lak dat 
an '  nuse dis powdah . Burn dis , see , an ' make yore wishes , an ' ever ' thing yo ' 
wish fo ' ,  yore luck will come an ' ever ' thing will be free . Ah ' ve seen dat did .  

(You put this devil ' s-shoestring (Adam and Eve)  [ I  am corrected by my tran
s criber] in this bot tle , and you put either Hearts Cologne or whiskey on it ; 
then , when you want to do anything , put that on your face three times . )  

Three b efo ' doin ' anythin ' - anythin ' ,  don ' t  care whut it  is yo '  go tta do . 
Be fo ' yo ' eat do dat . 

(You put that three times , "In the Name of  the Father , Son and Holy Ghost . " )  
Use them three Names . 
(And you burn something you say ,  make some wishes or what? )  
Yassub , burn it an '  make s ome wishes . 
(What do you burn? )  

•sulphur . 
(Then you make wishes for anything you want to do? )  
Anything yo ' want a do , yo ' make wishes . 
(And what do you call that bottle? What do you call that whole thing now? 

You were making a what ? )  
Dat bottle whut yo ' make a wish wit , yo ' t alkin ' ' bout?  
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(No , you t old me you were making a luCky what ? )  
A lucky hand or jomoo . 
(Either a hand or a jomoo . )  
Hear of ' em t akin ' de socks an ' buryin ' de so cks . Dat will make yo ' le f t  

home , d e  way ah ' ve heard whut dey d o  wit yore sock .  
(Make you s tay home or g o  away from home? )  
Make you leave home . 
(Where would they bury thos e  socks ? )  
To de ceme tery .  Dey carry ' em an ' dey bury ' em .  
(You mean they make you leave home o r  kill you? ) 
Make yo ' leave home an ' yo ' won ' t  come back no mo ' .  
Dey gits peach-tree root an '  cherry-tree roo t  an '  dis heah plum-tree roo t  an '  

locus t- tree [ root] . Take dem thre e  roo ts [ see correction later] an '  t ake an '  git  
' em toge thah an ' wheah he s tay at , bury 'em dere . Bury ' em right wheah he s t ayed 
at an ' dat will make ' em  come back .  

(What tree root s d o  you use now? )  
Cherry- tree , peach-tree roo t  an '  locus t-tree roo t . 
Ah heah talk o f  a g irl once de lightnin ' had s truck her but it didn ' t  kill 

her , an '  de place wheah it  struck her dat give her mis ery , an ' dey wash dat place 
an '  in 'bout thirty day ' s  time it began tuh g it bettah , but she wuz nevah solid 
lak she once have been . 

An '  ah hear o f  ' em takin ' milk an ' out lightnin ' fiah .  Ah ' ve s een dat done 
out lightnin ' fiah . [Out in this region is oft en outen . ] 

(What kind o f  fire? ) 
From de lightnin ' - lak ligh tnin ' s et a house afiah - put sweet milk on i t , 

yo ' know .  
Well t d e  s ilvah-dime p roposition , ah 've seen dat did , too . Ah seen a man 

once , he tuk a dime an ' filed it an '  he took dat an '  filed dat dus t o ff it an '  
he drink it , drunk dat dime . So he s aid , i f  anybody evah poison him , couldn ' t  
poison him through dat . Dat keep ' em  from poisonin ' him . Yo ' t ake a dime an '  
file it an ' git de silvah of f  an ' drink i t . Nobody can ' t  poison yo ' , don ' t  care 
whut dey do . Yo ' kin eat anything , it won ' t  hurt yo ' .  

(Do they drink that in water? ) 
Drink it - dey drunk watah behin ' it , j es ' de silvah o ff de dime . 
Lak dey have a shirt tuh weah , yo ' kin po ' dat on de shirt - onto yore shirt 

an '  dat ' 11 keep him home . Fix him so he won ' t  leave home . 
(What do you put on the shir t ? ) 
Adam-an ' -Eve - dat same stuff ah tell yo ' , dat jomoo . 
(That will keep them home . )  
Dis woman - she in New Yawk now , do . 
(What did she do with this persimmon tree ? ) 
First  she cut a piece in de groun ' at de roo t  o f  it - a good solid place where 

dere no roots dere . Take a shoe an '  take de tacks out - a ole shoe , yo ' see , 
wheah he have any at home - an '  drive ' em  in de t ree , de o le tacks , an '  dat ' ll 
b ring him back . home . 

(The woman t o  bring b ack this man took the tacks from his old shoe and drove 
them into the root o f  a persimmon tree . )  

Dat bring kim back home . 
Ah know ' em  t ake a chicken aig an '  take ' em an 1 cros s-mark on ' em .  
(How many chicken eggs do they take? They put a cross-mark on them? ) 
On each one o f  ' em  an ' name ' em .  Jes ' lak yo ' got  a fri end heah , two or three 

friends , an '  yo ' put each one dem names on ' em - name dem atter dem people - an ' 
if  yo ' want a make ' em  le ft home , j es ' throw dem on de housetop an ' broke ' em up . 
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If dey s t ay in ' wi t dere wi fe , dat will b roke ' em up i f  dey s tayin ' wi t dey wi fe . 
Dat wi ll make ' em qui t dere wife . Yo ' chunk ' em on de hous etop an '  b roke ' em .  

De s ame way ah wuz t ellin ' yo ' ' b out . She went o f f , ah went wit ' er .  [ He 
drove the automob i le . ]  Along de way o f f  to dat bus iness , she wu z  tellin 1 me a 
man had went tuh he r an '  as t her ab out comin ' an '  g ivin ' ' im  he ' p  - yo ' know , 
he ' p  ' im  out s o  he wouldn ' t go to de p en ' tent ' ry .  S o  she did . She went dat 
night an '  she carried a - fus t she carried a chi cken , She carried de chi cken 
fust . De fus t thing she done , picked de chicken clean - picked evah feath ah o f f a 
him an ' throwed de feathah in de s tree t whi le de car ' s  drivin ' ' long , whi le de 
car wuz drivin ' ' long de s tree t . 

(What car? ) 
Any c ar , j es ' s ince dis car wuz ridin ' . 
(That sh e  was riding in? ) 
Yes s ir . Ah s eed he r doin ' dat - throwed de fea thahs out dere . 
An '  de nex t two or three weeks , why de co ' t  nevah s ent en ce d  him . An '  dem 

three aig s  ah wuz t el lin ' ' b out , she t ' row dem o n  d e  co ' thous e top .  Dat b roke 
up de co ' t  - dey have no co ' t  at all , dey turn it o f f  an ' dey ain ' t  nevah had no 
co ' t .  Ah ' ve seen dat did . 

(Did she t ake these feathers of f - o f  a dead chicken , you me an? ) 
No , a live chi cken . Tuk de chi cken in de car an ' pick him while he wuz live . 
(Any colo r chi cken ? )  

Any kinda chi cken . 
(What d id she do with those three eggs now? ) 
Named ' em atter three persons . 
(What three pe rsons did she name them aft er? ) 
Name ' em aftah de j edge , one at ter de man - atter de man whut had dis troub le 

goin ' , an '  [ someone els e  - pros e cutor? ] .  An ' b efo ' de t ime de co ' t  - she chunk 
' em dat night , see . Dey didn ' t h ave no ' co ' t ,  dey p ass on ovah i t . 

An ' dat han ' ah wuz t ellin ' yo ' ' bout , she tell him t o  go an '  keep it , an ' dat 
turn de minds of ' em .  D at wuz all witchcraf t , too . 

(What did she do with that hen after she p i cked the f eathers o ff o f  her ? ) 
Carried it b ack home an ' put ' em  in de coop - see , he ' s  liable to [ s till b e  

alive ] i n  thirty day s .  An ' when de hen die , y o ' know - s ee , wi t [without ] dos e  
feathahs - see , i f  yo ' g o  o ff an '  eat dat hen , one o f  yo ' [ FOo twoPkeP or client ] 
wi ll die . Couldn ' t eat dat hen though ins ide of thir ty days . See , dat wuz 
wit ch craft , too . 

Ah heard tell o f  ' em  nus in ' de knee-bane o f  a dead person - dat bone of yore 
knee . Take de knee-bone an '  anything yo ' want a do , dat ' s lucky too - dat ' s  
lucky . T ake de knee-bone an ' carry i t  ' long in yore p o cke t , put i t  in a p ie ce 
o f  cloth , p ie ce of flanne l , sew it up an ' tote it in yore po cket right up he ah 
on dis s ide [ demonstrates ] . Tote i t . 

(On your right side . )  
Yeah , it ' ll make yo .' lucky . 
(Lucky for anything ? )  
Yeah , lucky fo ' anything . 
(You do that s ame thing - g o  to the ceme tery and swi t ch the headb o ards and 

tell the spirit what you want done ? )  
• Yes s i r . 

(Then what do you do? Take s ome o f  that dirt . Wh at do you do wi th th at ? ) 
Yes s i r , yo ' nus e i t  at de p lace whe ah  yo ' goin ' work at . But don ' go in de 

day - g o t t a  g o  at night when evah ' body ' s  s leep an '  s ti ll [ to get a j ob ] . 
(What is goofeP dus t ? ) 
De same thing ah wu z  tel lin ' yo ' ' b out - d at powdah made up of s ulphur , 
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graveyard dirt an '  tab le salt an '  brims tone . Dat goo[er dus t .  An '  it ' s  made 
outa dis ole thing dey call - mayb e yo ' have seen ' em - dey grows in de woods . 
Dey grows up in a kind o f  a b ig top-like - a frog pi Z Zah ,  s een like de [�gbread. 
Somep in lak dat . 

( For toadfrog bread, see p . 72 ,  No . 250 ; p . 5 6 2 ,  No . l907 . ]  
(The t o adst ools ? )  ( I f I had s aid mushroom , he would no t have 
Toads tools . Git dat toadstool an '  dry dem an ' put wit it an '  

unders tood . ] 
dey call it 

goo[er dust , an ' dat whut de ' do to g ain cus tome rs an ' be lucky . 
(How do you use that ? )  
Burn it in de fiah . 
Use dose aigs lak ah tole yo ' ' bou t - two aigs , name de aigs a t ter 

men .  Lak de poli ce come t o  yore home , name de two aigs atter dem two 
' em on de hous etop , an ' dat wi ll keep dem 'way - dey can ' t  come dere . 
turn dey mind . Ah ' ve seen dat did . 

(Any kind o f  e gg s ? )  
Any kind o f  aig s . 
(You name those p lain eggs for those policemen? ) 

Yes . 

de police
an ' b roke 

Dat '  11 

Git dis he ah So cie ty Snuf f ( brand name? ] an ' when yo ' makin ' co f fee put s ome 
in it - in some o f  his co ffee an ' dat will s top him from drinkin ' .  

(To make them b ring back this ar t i cle that was s tolen , you go to the graveyard 
and swit ch the he adboard and the foo tb oard . ) [ I  am repeating what my turne d-o f f  
mach ine f ailed to re cord . ]  

An '  call de name o f  de person . Da t ' ll make ' em  b ring i t  back .  
(The woman would take this man ' s  water ? )  
Take his watah in a bo ttle an '  g it a good cork stopp ah an '  cork it up , an '  dat 

will s t op him - he can ' t  make watah . Dat ' ll cut his watah o f f . If y o ' don ' t un
s top de bot tle it will kill him . Dat ' s  de way de ' do to s top him wi t othah 
wimmin . 

[ My info rmant now beg ins to tell a few cures . ]  
Go to a runnin ' s t ream of wat ah . When yo '  go to dis runnin ' s tre am o f  watah , 

don ' t  carry nobody wi t chew . Yo ' go down dere an '  yo ' j es '  wash , don ' t  call no 
name . Go down dere fo ' s even mawnin ' s an '  s even nights , an '  yo 1 wash evah 1 time 
yo ' go dere . Yo ' go dere s even mawnin ' an '  seven night , an '  de seven th night 
dere ' 11 b e  a man dere . Yo ' 11 he ar a man talkin ' but yo ' won ' t  s ee h im  an ' he 
go t a vo i ce lak a lion - when he roar he roar lak a lion . Well , i f  yo ' look 
back yo ' won ' t  b e  cured . See , when yo ' go de re , don ' t  look b a ck - de last time 
when yo ' go de re , de seventh night , don ' t  look b ack ; if yo ' do , yo ' won ' t  b e  
cured . Yo ' walk o f f  an ' don ' t  look b ack . When yo ' d o  dat , j es '  walk right o n  
o ff , jes ' l ak  yo ' lookin ' fo ' somepin an '  don ' t  look b ack . 

(What does he wash , his who le b ody or what ? )  
De who le b ody . G i t  righ t  down in de re an ' j es ' wash - wash fo ' thirty minutes 

in de stream , fo ' thi rty minutes an ' atter [ that ] yo ' come b ack home . When yo ' 
do dis , don ' t  eat nuthin . Yo ' don ' t eat nuthin till de next mawnin ' - perish 
[ fast ] all night . An '  de next nigh t come an ' go back ag in . Eat dat day at 
twelve a ' clo ck an ' aftah dat don ' t  eat no mo ' t i ll yo '  go down dere an '  wash 
agin . Yo ' have tub go s even night s , an '  de las '  night yo ' go , dere ' ll be come 
a man dere yo � nevah seen b e fo ' , but yo ' won ' t know ' em .  He b e  as a b all o f  fire 
b ut yo ' he ar him t alkin ' • Don ' t look b ack . I f  yo ' look b ack yo '  won ' t  be cured. 
Dat i s  de way yo ' git rid o f  things lak dat - j es '  lak yo ' have rheumatism an ' 
yo ' can ' t  git rid of it . Dat ' s whut yo ' have to do to g i t  rid of rheumatism - go 
to a runnin ' s t ream o f  watah an '  b ath fo 1 seven mawnin ' s  an '  s even nights . 

(That was to regain his nature i f  the woman took it away from h im . ) 
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Dat ' s  righ t . 
L ak  i t  b e  all ou t on yore f ace - ringwo rm on yo re face , ah know dey us e de 

gre en worms [ cate rp illars ] .  Take it an '  beat it up an '  boil it l ak yo '  boil 
co f fee , an '  b a th de face o f f  wit i t , an ' aftah yo ' do dat , take a di shrag an '  
wash i t  o f f  wi t a dishrag an ' dat will carry it away . Ah ' ve seen dat done . 

(You wash your face o f f  with the dishrag - wash thi s  b oiled s tuf f o ff with 
the dishrag ? )  

Ye s sir . 
T ake l i z ard b lood , put it in de b read an '  cook it an ' let ' em  eat i t . I t  

woul d fo rm in ' em young little lizards . Ah ' ve s een dat done . 
( I s  the re any way o f  get ting rid o f  them ? How could they g e t  them out ? )  

Go t o  a ole bJitahin ' bJoman . Ah know a lady right cro s s  dere , bJitahin ' bJoman 
cure d ' er while ago . She go t s ever al young snakes f rom ' e r . 

(Wai t a minute ! What kind of a f rog is i t ? ) 
A toadj!og . T ake his l aig an ' s ew it up in a piece o f  clo th an '  tie i t  roun ' 

yore ne ck an '  t o t e  it right ' fore yore breas t . 
(What will tha t do for you? ) 
That wil l  make yo ' b e  lu cky - lak yo ' goin ' tuh de fai r - goin ' to de f air 

lak dey havin ' a b ig f air down de re . Ke t ch a frog an '  [ you] kin go down dere 
an '  win any thin ' yo ' wanta win . 

(How many feet do you pu t in there? ) 
Je s '  put only one - dat ' s  his left foo t . 
(Whi ch one - front or b ack? ) 
De back - de le ft . 
Say i t  good luck . Yo ' kill him [ a  b at ]  an '  cut dat little heart out , s ave 

it - dat ' s  lucky . Ah know dey do dat wit dat . 
Fo ' l i t t le chillun when de ' tee th . Lak little chillun dey tee thin ' - have 

too th - dat way de dirt daub er ne s t  is good . 
(Wel l , how do you f ix th at nes t ? ) 
Take dat nes t  an ' put it in a rag an ' s ew it up an '  put i t  roun ' de b aby ' s  

ne ck . 
An ' g it a cricket ne st . De cri cket nes t  good fo ' makin ' him cut tooth - lak 

a little chi le can ' t  cut too th , dat ' s  goo d  fo ' a y oung b aby , too . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Tote dat roun ' yo ' ne ck , too . 
(The c ri cke t ne s t ? )  
De cricket ' s  ne s t . 
Dat g rows in de woods - ole common g r as s  - de b room s t r aw . Yo ' take dis b room 

s ag e  an '  de thing whut de ' [ they ] call sea linament [ ? ] . [ B room s traw = b room 
s edge (no t  b room s ag e )  • Andropogon scoparius or A .  vi�iniaus or A .  a�yraeus . ]  
Have yo ' s een s e a linament ? I t  g rows in de woo ds . How dey g i t  s ea linament , yo ' 
go to a ' s immon [ pers immon ] t ree an '  g i t  some o f  de ' s immon bark and cherry- tree 
b ark an '  t ake an ' b o il it an '  dat wi ll cure dis - whut dey call pelleg • • • •  

(Pellag ra? ) 
Yes . 
(Now , thi s red onion now , is it for lu ck or b ad luck - the re d onion? ) 
Yo ' g i t  chew seven s t i ckpins [ ordinary pins ] an ' a box o f  sulphur an '  some 

b rfms tone . Y o ' seen b rims t one , h ard as a ro ck . Be at it up an '  yo ' fix i t  -
p ack it , an '  yo ' put p ins in i t .  P ut s even p ins in i t , turn all dem points down 
an ' all de heads lak dat [ up ]  an '  y o ' squeeze i t . See , dat caus e - lak yo ' talk
in ' to a man , dat turn his mind . Yo ' kin be right dere t alkin ' to him lak ah ' m 
talkin ' to yo ' an ' dat will turn his mind - dat wi ll make him t alk to yo ' an '  do 
whut yo ' want him tuh do . 



180 8  - Memoi rs o f  Alma Egan Hy att Foundation -

I f  yo ' wanta keep anyone davn dat y ore enemy - ah ' ve s een d at done . We ll , yo ' 
kin take , lak dey go to • • .  and yo ' put it in dis shoe , pu t it down de re in dis 
shoe . Dey call it keylo ck [ ? ] . Dat de name of i t - a thing call keylo ck . Pu t it 
in dey shoe . I t ' s  lak watah . An ' when he go to work , he ' ll put his shoe on an '  
go t o  de j ob . When he ' s  on de j ob , see , i t  to tuh g i t tin ' hot . Dat wil l j es '  
make his mind go , make him le f t  de j ob an ' he ' ll j ump of f de end o f  dat [ do ck 
and ] mayb e kill himself . Ah ' ve s een dat done . 

(Wh at is this s tuf f - a liqui d like water ? )  
I t ' s s omethin ' o thah in w i t ch craf t  dey use . 
[My t rans crib er commen ts " (Qui cks ilver) " .  I doub t  it . ]  
(Do you buy i t  or does s omebody make i t ? )  
Dey makes i t . 
Dey t ake qui cks i lvah [ s ee later ] an ' take three ten- cent s  an ' den drive th ree 

ho les through ' em ,  an '  drive ' em through dat one [ "hole through de hors eshoe " 
late r ]  an '  tack dat horsesho e  up , an ' take quicksilvah an ' dre s s  ovah i t  [ cover 
it ] wit some [ wall] pape r . An ' dat ' ll keep h im  down - he won ' t  come dere no mo ' .  

(Now you t ake three dime s . )  
Take three dimes an ' drive three holes through ' em .  
( Then where do you put thos e  dimes ? )  
Up ovah de do ' - de horseshoe , put dat up dere too . 
(Over the dimes or under or what ? )  
Put de dimes underne ath it . Drive de hole thro ugh de horseshoe right on 

through dese dimes through in to de w all . 
(What do y ou do wi th that qui cksilver ? )  

Wrap ' em .  
(You mean that quicks ilver that comes o f f  of the tob acco ? )  
Take dat [ tin f oi l ]  an ' wrap i t  in , an '  dey won ' t  nevah b e  s een no mo ' .  
Take f laxs eed an '  red pepp ah , d at ' ll keep de hag [ away ] ; an ' i f  dey come in de 

house , he can ' t  g i t  out . Yo ' put down a b ox o f  f laxs ee d , de nex t mawnin ' yo ' git 
up , yo ' ll s ee de hag - b e  right in de hous e . 

I f  de ghos t come in an ' yo ' can ' t g i t  rid o f  de gho s t - yo ' don ' t  know whut 
tuh do - yo ' pu t a new par t  ovah de house . Dat ' l l keep him out de hous e . 

(A new piece o f  lumber - a new p art on the house . )  
Build a new p ar t  on i t , or new shing le or ei thah a new windah . Dat ' ll keep 

' em 'way . 
Where it buried at - we dug down t i ll we go t down to wh ere de money - ah 

re ckon it wuz de money , too . We got down to it . Well , ah dug an ' ah dug . Ah 
kep t diggin ' , dig gin ' . But he went tuh g i t  a drink o f  watah . Ah ' s diggin ' .  Ah 
g o t  down to de thing ,  ah coul d see it j es '  p lain as mah han ' - g o t  down to i t  an t 
ah took an ' ah talk . Ah t alkin ' ,  it sunk .  An '  ah didn ' t  s ee it no mo ' , it went 
in de g round . 

AN '  
• 

ROOT DOCTOR FOR THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS 

AH ' VE  NEVAH BEEN SICK ONCE IN MAH LIFE 
WHEN [AT THE END] AH GIT SICK, SICK ENOUGH TO DIE 

AH DON 'T WANT ANY MEDICINE 
[AH] HA VE DE SIGN IN DE BOSOM, YOU UNDAHSTAN ' 

DAT CHEW DON 'T HAVE TO TAKE ANY MEDICINE 

AH SAW DE WORLD ON FIAH ONCE 
AH SAW DE MIAMI STORM BEFO ' IT COME 
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AH DIDN 'T SEND OUT A LOTTA CARDS AN ' ADVERTISEMENT 
[PEOPLE] HAD TO FIND OUT [ABOUT ME] 

AN ' AH GOT WORK IN ALL DE STATES IN DE UNION 

AH BEEN ON DIS JOB THIRTY-EIGHT YEAHS 
AN '  AH DON 'T DO A THING IN MAH OFFICE BUT SUCH WORKS 

AH STAN ' APPROVAL ALL OVAH DE UNITED STATES 

WAYCROS S ,  GEORGIA 

1 809  

[My comment at the end of this interview - made under tough field-work con
ditions (see my account of Way cros s in INTRODUCTION) - should b e  sof tened a 
lit tle . The material o f  this man , No . ll24 , is on cylinders C2 29 : 2- 235 : 3  = 
1810- 1816 . ] 

Well , if dey could git  some of yore hair de ' could . An '  git  it from de mole 
of de haid . But yo ' ll b all [boil]  dis hair down - now ah ' m  showin ' yo ' - dat 
yo ' ll b all dat hair down until it become a lickrich [ l iquid] . Ah - yo ' kin den 
sp ike i t  wit Hearts CoZogne , j is '  a drop or two , t ' ree or eithah five drops , an '  
hit has b een s aid dat anyone inhale such , why i t ' s  re ' lly suff icient . 

(For what ? )  
Fo ' love s ake . 
(I  will boil my hair down . Do that and some girl smells that , get the odor 

of that . )  
Dat ' s  right , dey git de odor of it . I t  settles on de b rains yo '  unders t and . 
(I t  sett les  on the brain , and that would make her love me . )  
Dat ' s right . 
A person git hold of yore pho tograph he couldn ' t  do anything but j is '  t ake 

anothah one j is '  lak it . [ He could do no evil with it , only make a copy o f  it . ]  
Di d  yo ' know dat? 

(No . )  
Dere is nuthin in de photograph of  a person by no means whutevah . Hit remem

b ah de future or somethin ' lak dat ,  dat yo ' may be enab led  to look at de person 
again . 

Git up in de mawnin ' at fo ' ' clo ck an '  go down , tryin ' to be  dere at fo ' ,  
whi ch is a certain time at night . Try to be dere at foah . Yo ' go down dere at 
de fo ' ks of de road . Now heah ' s  a plain situation . Many people gits it  from 
dif f ' rent ways an '  from diff ' rent angles . But yo ' go  down to de fo ' ks of de 
road in de mawnin ' an '  de very first thing yo ' ketch crossin ' dere - stay dere 
somewheah so yo ' not no ti cin ' anyone , an ' de firs t thing cross about or j i s ' a 
lit tle befo ' de sunris e , yo ' ketch dat whatevah it is . All righ t , say de firs t 
thing dat cross dere mo ' den ap t to be  a little ant . Ket ch dis ant an '  put him 
int o  a snuffb ox . Do no t hurt de little ant by no means . Put it  in de snuffb ox 
or somethin ' - a little box so he couldn ' t  git  out . Take dis ant an ' carry ' im  
to a spring . Always have to g o  to springs . Speak in words in yore own tongue 
an• ask de spring fo ' a drink of  watah . And yo ' take t ' ree swallahs o f  watah . 
Befo ' t ak ing de watah turn yore back an '  throw de lit tle ant ovah towards de 
springs an '  notice him in de watah . But take t ' ree swallahs o f de watah . Go 
yo ' way an ' look not back .  

Right den an ' dere [ claps h i s  hands once] de enemies will certainly disappear , 
as quick as dey would from drivin ' [ �ay ]  powdah o r  qui ckah . 
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(Thi s  will drive your enemies away ? )  
Yes s ir ,  drive yore enemies away . 
(Well now , after you have taken those three drinks of water,  then you throw 

the ant over your shoulder . Or you throw it  over firs t? )  
Ovah yo re le ft shouldah . Throw it ovah yore left shouldah . 
(Before you take the drink or after? ) 
Befo ' yo ' take de drink. See , heah ' s  de idea . First thing yo ' do , yo ' have 

to send dis lit tle ant home . Den de cup is suf fi cient - makes a cup out a it , 
j i s ' go ahead an '  take de watah . See dat - fac t ,  dis cup suppos ed to ho ld about 
t ' ree swallahs of watah . 

All right , go to de fores t - whut ah mean tuh s ay ,  some ridge on de hill an ' 
find a couple of simmon [ p ersimmon ] twigs dat g row togethah . Yo ' see , a who le 
lot done come togethah yo ' see . Pull dat up . 

(Like a fork . ) [ Forked trunk . ] 
Dat ' s  right , like a fork . Pull dat up an ' cut it den . It ' s  ac cordin ' to how 

many peop le ' s  in dere . If  dere are t ' ree or five , cut dat den five inches long , 
make a twist  in it an '  when yo ' have made a twis t  in it  an '  yo ' secured de twis t 
in it , if yo ' throw de little sweach [ swit ch]  undah de house or s tick i t  down at 
de gate , soon de family will move . Always j is '  count de names [ days ? ] . I f  dey 
don ' t  move den , den go to de sto ' an '  buy a spool of  No . 40 b lack thread . Go to 
a oak an '  tie it on de no ' th side , or if  yo ' didn ' t  find a oak , tie it on a peach 
tree , on de no ' th side , an '  put as many knots in dat s tring as dere is mens or 
wimmins in dat place . Jis ' let it hang j is '  one yard - dat ' s  when yo ' repeatin ' 
de trick .  Tie it on de no ' th side o f  a limb an '  walk away an ' look ye no t back . 
Leave it hangin ' down , j is '  along [ so]  de wind will wind it . When de wind winds 
dat up , see if dose  peop le ain ' t  move d .  

I f  yo ' wanta b ring a person b ack regardless  t o  who h e  is , wife or some of yore 
lovin ' friends - regardless to who is dat ' s  gone away from home an ' yo ' wants to 
b ring him back .  We goes den to de Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses and re ad de 
32nd or 3 7  chapter , an '  go to de five-an ' -ten-cent s tore an ' buy a tin plate . 
Don ' t p ay but f ive cents fo '  it . Yo ' cannot git but six persons from r� tuh 
rim right straight cros s .  In dat yo ' can ' t  git  but six persons in de p late , 
chew know . 

All right . We write her name an ' write yores undahneath - dat ' s  undahneath . 
'�ow , I want chew to come home , In de Name o f  de Father , de Son an ' de Holy 
Ghost , Amen . "  Write dat true [ through ] an '  when yo ' have got it wrote , den git 
yo ' on yo ' own home , or i f  yo ' on a leaseded home or somewheah dat yo ' supposed 
to s tay fo ' a good long t�e , bury dat t ' ree feet , turn de face downward ,  an '  
yore friend will return . 

I f  she ' s  gone away , den we goes to ovah de ole field an ' wherevah you know dat 
frogs too l is . Dey goes dere an '  dey git some of  dose [rogs too ls an ' we take de 
heart outa dat frogs too l ,  bound it  in a woo l cloth , an ' yo ' may spike dat again 
wit about t ' ree drops o f  olive oil - ah don ' t  mean dat . Wit Heart Co logne , dat ' s  
whut ah mean tuh say . An ' if yo ' ll wear dat on yore right s ide t ' ree days , an '  
fo ' days on de lef t - dat ' s  seven . An '  den if dey haven ' t  returned in de seven 
days , wear it one mo ' day , which means de nin th [ day he or she will]  come home 
or die . Dat ' s  true . Ah tried dat . 

Dat is so , •but a few unders t ands it - de ideas o f  pickin ' up de foo t track . 
We kin go wait until a man - manage to meet h� - pick up j is '  a pinch o f  di rt 
out of de right an '  also out of de lef t , an '  keep it separated . Care a li ttle 
clo th , sew [ the dirt up ] in a han ' chief or somethin ' , that you keep i t  sep arated , 
which yo ' know de right from de le ft . Yo ' take dis foot track an '  - what chew 
wanta do wit i t ?  Ah 'm  tellin ' yo ' how to take it up , I wanta know what chew want 
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to do wi t it . 
(Wel l , suppose we send him away firs t . )  
All right , yo ' wanta s end ' im  away . T ake two o f  ' em  de same way , ' caus e  when 

yo ' mix i t  toge th ah , den when yo ' gits ready , why dat i t  took so long ' cause i t  
took yo ' very long to get a go lden spider web . Yo '  seen dem thin ' s  - kinda gold 
yo ' know , yellah-spo tted web s . Git one o f  dem an ' b reak it near where hi t ' s  
spreaded an '  wound it until i t  break aftah where it begun . Put dat in dat track .  
Yo ' wanta sen ' dem away - nevah return , don ' t  want ' em  t o  come b ack . 

(Whi ch way ?  What is going to happ en to them if you use this sp ide r web ? What 
are you go ing to do , send them away or bring them back? ) 

Genna sen ' dem away . All right , ah ' m  gonna s en '  dem away . Well , yo ' put dat 
in dere - dat ' s in de track .  Go to de drug s to '  an '  b uy a co rk s topp ah about as 
l arge as di s [ demonst rates ] ,  ah suppos e .  It don ' t  matt ah  ab out de s i ze of de 
cork s topp ah . Go an '  bo ' a hole in a plum tree - b o ' a hole in i t  an '  put all 
dem art i cles dere down in it [ cy linder changed] when you have did dat , yo ' wait 
until de moon change - de first tPaat o f de moon change to de new .  Den , if dere 
be any watah dat nevah runs dry - ah 'm talkin ' about such as [ a ] rivah , or evah
las ting l ive creek - mostly a rivah . Go to de rivah , turn yore back on ' em .  Yo ' 
got dat cork den wi t all dat s tuf f in i t . An '  cork de - stop i t  up wit a lit tle 
small cork in dat one , yo ' unders tand an '  cut smooth .  S t and on de b ri dge of de 
rivah - if dere is no b ridge , s t and b eside de bank - ovah de left shouldah yo ' 
cas t dat into de rivah . Call dis man by name , " So-and-so , go an '  nevah return , "  
an '  i t  won ' t  be but s even days when dis man will b e  skippe d [ he will skip = le ave 
hastily and usually se cret ly ] . 

(He ' ll go . )  
All right . Well now , yo ' take de foot track o f  a man again . And if yo ' pick 

it up , yo ' have certainly gotta p i ck it up right in de hollow o f  de track . He ' s  
comin ' di s way , see - take it out a  de right firs t an '  den take it outa de lef t  
an ' b e  care ful about b ringin ' ' em togethah , ' cause ah ' ve seen people try so many 
foolish p lans about it . Co ' se [ o f  course ] ah ' m one dat knows j es '  zactly whut 
dat is . All right , yo ' take dat an '  den yo ' put ab out a teaspoonful o f  peppah -
ah ' m talkin ' ab out dat s ame track now , track like dat . S top it up in de same 
way . What chew do? Yo ' wanta draw ' im on . home? All right , take dis heah s ame 
track . Yo ' b rought ' im up heah an ' corked i t  up - j is ' as ah tole yo ' in de 
first one , web dat s ame color . Wear dat in yore po cke t nine days , den wear it 
seven . Dat ' s  takes de life o f a cumulated child from seven months to nine . 

Wel l , when you have wore i t  dat long , den put hit into yore b ed mattress an '  
let i t  s tay for about nine day s . I f  he don ' t  re turn , yo ' wanta send ' im  or b ring 
' im faithfully . An ' try it ovah agin . But , he may come home s i ck , he may come 

home dead ; but he ' s  coming . 
S ays , dere is no man - ah 'm tellin ' yo ' s omethin ' to depend on , too . Dere is 

no man kin serve de devil an '  do dese thin ' s .  Dat is truth . Why ? Cause de 
devi l is mighty an '  Go d is almighty . Why ? De devil kin fly but he can ' t  fly 
h igh ,  he can ' t  fly h igh . Al l  right . When a man has de cided to do a thin ' like 
dat , den le t me go along an '  s t ar t his fiendish devilish ways in evah respect . 
P ut a man b ehin ' im  den . Ah wanta show yo '  somethin ' , show yo ' de di f f ' rence 
d�re is in de two spirits .  

An '  den we go - ah ' m  talkin ' ab out yo ' [ I  the usual guinea p ig ]  who have drunk 
a pint o f sheep b lood warm . Any man will do anythin ' to a sheep - a hard-hearted 
man yo ' know . I f  de sheep look yo ' in de eyes - well , ah did dat caus e dis mah 
line o f  work , yo ' talkin ' about mah line o f work . Be fo ' yo ' do dis yo ' bettah 
consult de spirit o f  de Ho ly Ghos t .  

P lace wit ' in fo ' t ' ree nigh ts de so ck o f f a  yore right fee t  undah y ore p illah , 
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an '  i f  yo ' g e t  no news , de next nigh t de s ame ; i f  yo ' get no news , de nex t night 
de s ame . Dat third night yo ' try dat , an '  yo ' s ti ll didn ' t  learn no trade or had 
no kind o f  communication wit de Ho ly Ghos t , den yo ' will know i t  yo re self d at yo ' 
[ b e long ] wit de devi l ,  an '  den yo ' kin go ahead an ' do whut chew want an ' yo ' ll 
meet de ath an ' hel l down below .  

I f  yo ' though t dere was anyone dat was tryin ' t o  harm yo ' - de ide a in de 
f irs t  p lace is , how yo ' know i t . Does yo ' know dis ? 

(All righ t ,  how would I know i t ? )  
Well , yo ' know it by yore enemie s . Yo ' know it . Yo ' s ay t o  yore friends dat 

yo re enemies can ' t harm yo ' no time cause dey can ' t  g i t  to yo ' ,  but ah 1 11 tell 
yo ' how dey g i ts to yo ' .  Dey g i ts t o  y o ' through yore f r iends . Den xore friends 
g i t  to yo ' . See how dat is ? 

(Do you know wh at a person does t o  do that ? )  
Why certainly . Whut a person does to do dat , why he goes to work den an '  he 

goes - ah mean he goes to work den an ' goes to de cemetery , b orrowin ' a iron rod 
f rom somebody , caus e dis is all [ some thing ? ]  too . An '  go es to de cemetery an ' be 
de re at two a ' clock dat night , an '  put de rod agains t hi s breas t an ' go right on 
t ill dey s trike de b ox [ co ffin ] . An ' i f  he ' s  on time - don ' t  know whe thah yo ' 
kin s t and dat or no t or anyone e ls e  - de re wi ll b e  a voice hear d ,  only one time 
ovah , ' 'Why seek ye de livin ' among de dead ? Dere ' s  no relation of yores is bur
ied here , as I see i t . " So yo '  pull de rod up easy pull i t  right on up an '  take 
a silk po cket han ' chief an ' strip de rod . I f dere ' s  any dir t  on i t , it ' s  quite 
natural yo ' go t it . 

Wel l , now , i f  dey don ' t  wanta change han ' chiefs - don ' t  wanta chang e han ' 
chief s  at all - he wants to wrop dis han ' chief an '  j is '  find de form o f  a cof f in . 
What is yo ' want done ? 

( C ause confusion in the home . )  
Dat ' s  righ t ,  caus e confus ion in de home . 
All righ t ,  den yo ' j i s ' take dis clo th an ' go to de rivah an '  put a weigh t on 

it an '  throw dat ovah de right shouldah an ' de enemies will disappear . 
(They what ? )  
Yore enemies will dis app ear an '  f riends wi ll drew near . Yo ' ll always - yo ' 

nevah will b e  t roub led any mo ' wit anythin ' like dat . 
(This is to b reak up the confus ion in your hous e . Bring peace in your hous e . )  
Dat ' s  right , an '  dere ' s  g reat powah , mo ' powah in dat den any thin ' ah tole 

yo ' , cause God ' s  in dat . 
A man dat weights about 150 pounds p rob ' b ly may be ab le to use his nature fo ' 

1500 times in life , an ' den as age takes p la ce , why a co ' se de pPOspeat g landS 
wi ll g ive away . All right , we ' ve been among de very b e s t  s cience do ctors an '  dey 
s ays dat dey can b e  bui lt up . I know i t  can any time at a time [ =  sometimes ] ,  
but no t  whe re dey are al toge thah - nevah no mo ' can [ they ] b e  built [ up ]  as on ce 
befo ' .  

Now , when a woman goes to work an ' ties a man up wit his nature - i t  has been 
s aid , i t ' s  been tried . Ah ' ve had ' em  round me sech as dat . An ' dey would try 
some o f  dere periods into his food . Well , le t me tell yo ' someth in ' .  Hit would 
b e  all righ t ,  if she knew zactly whut to do wi t it , but de reason why dey didn ' t  
know whut to do wit i t , cause she thought it would be suf f i cien t  dat he j is ' go t 
i t  on de ins i4e . I t  may have made him s i ck as a dog , or i f  he h ad t oo mu ch an '  
he couldn ' t  tell whu t  done it . I f  dey s tart wit too much or s ome thin ' like dat , 
but he couldn ' t  tell it to s ave his life . A lot t a  mens won ' t  eat ri ce an ' toma
toes on dat account . But when he has taken de nature away from him , dis [ the 
following ] is true . Whenevah she is gone to de d ishwatah an ' h ave taken out a 
dishrag an ' have b athed t ' ree times down an ' t ' ree times up an ' t ' ree times 
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down - t ' ree times t ' ree go into nine - see if his courage don ' t  fall . Mos t at 
any time excusin ' wit her , an '  yo ' ll notice dat in de nine months he ain ' t  very 
much account wit her . Dat ' s  true . 

Anythin ' wit de shoe� . Well , he take de shoes up an ' take a new teaspoon an '  
s crape de bottom of  de shoes . Scrape it back towards de heel p rovidin ' she wants 
to git rid of de ·man . Or if she wanta take him in , j is ' turn it round , s crape de 
bottom up forward [ towards the toes ] . Den take de back o f  de spoon wit de same 
s crapin ' dat she s crape de s crapin ' wit ,  an ' den wipe dat b ackwards an ' forwards . 
I t will soon come smooth an '  dere will be  no no tice paid . An '. de man will goes 
¥Nay . 

(Both shoes or eithe r shoe? ) 
Both shoes  - always both shoes .  
( She scrapes the ins ide o f  the lining - inside the sole . )  
[ She s crapes the inner sole or insole . ]  
Inside de sole . Yo ' see , yo ' open de shoe , take de teaspoon - ah don ' t  mean 

a spoon dat has been used at de tab le or elsewhere - use a new spoon , an '  yo ' 
s crape it dis way an '  scrape i t  unt il yo ' have go t about de same amount as de 
othah . An '  if yo ' wan ts him to come , why s crape it to yo ' ;  i f  yo ' want him to  
go s crape it  from yo ' .  

Now , we take a person ' s  ahambeP lye - ah 'm tel lin ' yo ' j is '  whut ' s  so . An '  
now if a man will take - it ' s  accordin ' to who an ' whut chew want done , accordin ' 
to whut chew want done . 

(Well , now what could you do? )  
Well , yo ' take a pe rson ' s  ahambeP lye an ' put it  into a gin bot tle an '  den yo ' 

may put - yo '  can ' t  hardly count ' em  cause it ' s  mos t  too tedious . An ' take j is ' 
about a bit of  hair from de left temp le an ' mix dat wit dat . Well , yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' take a silk thread - s top de bo ttle up an ' take a s i lk thread an ' connect 
it in de bottle wit a very small s toppah until i t  have faded away . BUT IT ' S  
NUTHIN AT ALL , YO ' KNOW YO 1 SELF , AS TAKIN 1 ANYTHIN 1 AN ' PUTT IN 1 IT IN A BOTTLE 
AN 1 PUTTIN ' IT UNDAH PEOPLE 1 S HOUSE , AN '  NOT WORTH A DARN , IF DEY DON ' T  BELIEVE 
IT . Take a rattlesnake an '  split his head open , which you are satis fied dat he 
is poison , yo ' unders tand . Yo ' may s tep ovah it  100 times an ' it will harm yo ' 
no t .  But when or why ? Dere ' s no life in de s erpent . 

[ I  t urn o ff machine but he contines : I repeat his los t words . ]  
(You s ay that the re is no life in the snake but there is in this urine in the 

bottle because there is a feed aoPd to it . ) 
Yes , a feed. 
(The s tring that ' s  down in the bottle - the cork is bound by the s tring , and 

this life comes out through the s tring . ) 
That ' s  right . Mus t  be a silk string - silk cord . 
(What happens after awhile then? ) 
Well , i f  yo ' put dat to it  den , dis pers on will go to work an ' have s ome kind 

of ailment such as rheumatism , an ' dere ' s  not but one herb will cure it . An ' 
hit ' ll ling ah  fo ' a good long whi le . Aftah while , why he ' ll be down on de bed 
an '  all de doctors in town , an '  all de medicine he kin find will nevah cure him , 
an ' dey all won ' t  reach his case . 

(What would cure that ? )  
�ell , ah 'm gonna show yo ' how commonly he kin b e  cured . Go t o  de hills or in 

de country where yo ' kin find a roo t  o f  bear g ras s .  Yo '  know dat [ grass ] .  [ I 'm]  
talkin ' about de top by no means ,  but cut - dig de bear grass  up by de roots . 
Dig it up [he repeats here because cylinder was changed] , den take a axe an '  go 
jest  b elow it . Yo ' see s ome parts o f  it growin ' hard . Well , yo ' wanta cut dat 
off right dere . Ah 'm talkin ' 'bout curin ' rheumat ism an ' de only way to cure it , 
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too . Den take dis heah ,  dat root , an '  cut it  up - cut i t  up in pieces from a 
j int to a halfa j int an '  all along dat way . Cut it up in small pieces . Take a 
pot . I f  yo ' s  kinda lazy , yo ' have to g it one [ pot ] who don ' t  care anythin ' about 
it  [because it wil l  be hard to clean] - if yo ' lazy . But ah will speak de entire 
thin ' . T ake dis bear grass an '  put it  in a pot an '  put on a open fiah an '  ball 
it down till it  - let it come very red .  Ball like yo ' seen syrup an '  i t  cook 
till dose bubbles comes in i t . Take de fiah away from i t . Den it  cool down , 
take out dose roo ts out of  it  an '  yo ' ll find in de mawnin ' or ' fore de night , 
sometimes yo ' ll find i t dat it ' s  come togethah an ' favors [ looks like ] ch itlin ' 
[ chitterling ] grease . An '  hit takes a long time to clean dat pot .  Den yo ' kin 
go take it out by de bot tle . Ah don ' t  know but a bottle o f  it ain ' t  worth in 
some cases a $ 100 . I t ' s  de only thing dat do cure rheumatism . 

(What do you do with that , then? ) 
Why yo ' take dat den an ' rub dos e  j ints . See , rub de j ints , an '  i t  acts like 

a tonic yo ' know , in a way . An '  rub de j in ts an '  yo '  warm da t an '  take a dose 
of it  about a teaspoonful . Any medicine dat chew can ' t take [ ins ide ]  no t much 
[ o f  & ]  medicine . 

Well , yo ' s trike mens dat thinks dat whut chew kin do wit a biack hen ' s  aig , 
yo ' unders tand . An '  dey ' ll t ' row it up in [ on]  de top o f  yore house an ' let i t  
fall down on d e  porch o r  somepin l ike dat , an ' d e  aig will bus t an '  de work will 
be done . Not so . Don ' t  chew believe dat . I t ' s  right about de black hen ' s  aig . 
Yo ' take de b lack hen aig - yo ' gotta cook dat aig , brown it until it g i ts de 
place it ' s  nuthin mo '  den a powdah . Yo ' doesn ' t  want anything but de yellah of 
it nohow . Yo ' kin do j is ' whut chew wanta do wit dat powdah . Even if  yo ' put 
it in a bucket of watah , it ' s  harmless in a way but den it will do business .  

(What will it do ? )  
Well , i t  will confuse dat person - i f  he don ' t  wanta move , he will move . 

Dat ' s  why yo ' see people dat ' s  so supers titious about washin ' - ge ttin ' fresh 
watah evah mawnin ' an '  one thin ' ano thah - say wi t dat only triak but many 
othahs . 

Ah seen so many tPiaks played . 
(He will rinse [wash] in that water [ or drink it ] and he will have to move out 

of the house . )  
Oh yes , he gotta go from dere , an '  don ' t  mind if  he g i t  in a fuss when he git 

away from dere . 
( I f  you want to b ring in cus tomers ? )  
Say , ef yo ' in bus iness an '  wanta bring in de cus tomers it ' s  very easy an ' 

very bad .  Yo ' see , yo '  really has a speech an ' send a speaker ovah it . Take [ it 
takes ] a very pleasant man to do bus iness anyway , yo ' know . He kin draw it  or he 
can drive it . Well , yo ' want bus iness .  Well , we has anothah plan . We take a 
piece of  devil ' s-shoes tring an '  a pie ce o f  John de Conker an ' a piece of lode
stone - certain lodestone , two kinds . We take dat . 

(What kind do you take? ) 
Well , ah reckon bettah get de white . 
(What ' s the o ther kind ? )  
It ' s  black . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' pound . dat togethah an ' yo ' make yo ' a lit tle 

pouch of it . Wear it on de right side to s t art wit [ this is  a hand] , an ' as long 
as yo ' care � '  dat , yore bus iness will boos t . 

Den git a piece o f  devil ' s-shoes tring dat seven year old [ age is rare] - piece 
of devil ' s-shoes tring . S tart wit  de roo t , but a piece about s ix inches , whi ch 
would make twelve in all . Two - one on each side of de do ' ,  you [ can ]  see dat . 
Ano thah at de gate , put it  down until it ' s  plumb down outa s igh t . S tep on i t  
goin ' an ' s tep on it  comin ' .  An '  d e  law will always smile in yore face an ' s tay 
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ovah [ on the other  side of the street , never ]  takin ' advantage of yo re home . Dat 
make peace wit de law evah time . 

[The time in the following supers tition is unusual : ]  
Dat de birds take de hair from anyone an ' mix it wi t it ' s  nest , why i t ' s  quite 

natural in t ' ree ye ar ' s  t ime ,  why - in o thah words , when dis little b ird is 
hatched out an '  left his mothah ' s  nes t , in t ' ree year ' s  time dat person will go 
crazy . 

[ I  do not have a snail divining anything under DIAGNOSI S (pp . l65-21 7 ) , but the 
following is an example : ]  

Whatevah yo ' wants tuh do when yo ' g i t  in troub le , why yo ' may take a china 
plate an '  fill it fulla flour , an '  git  yo ' a snail befo ' yo '  put i t  down dere . 
Put de snail down dere an ' if de snail don ' t  cut a lettah in t ' ree days an ' 
nights , why yo ' had b ettah git chew anothah snail . What evah yo ' want he ' 11 cut 
one le ttah of  whatevah yo ' want . Any le t tah in de alphabet  pertainin ' yore 
troubles de snail will be sure to cut it . 

Go down t o  red ants bed when dey are at labor , go in de mawnin ' an ' dig down 
quick where it come from sunrise to sunset , dip it dat way . When dey is at work , 
yo ' bound to b ring up at  least  t ' ree o r  foah little ants in dat box . All right . 
Now dere is somethin ' dat yo ' wanted tes ted out - dat is , somethin ' tried . Yo ' 
kin drop a little red peppah in dere , yo ' nevah see ants g it out so fast befo ' . 
But let ' em git out , cause yo ' playin ' a tri ck [ on someone ] .  Let ' em  g it out . 
Den t ake dat same box - de d irt whi ch de antses have labo red an '  put on de h ill 
yo ' draws it [ box ]  right ovah de hole . Well now , what is it yo ' want done ? 

(Well , what could you do with it ? )  
We ll , yo ' take dis dirt den an ' yo ' kin s cattah i t  in any pl ace o f  business . 

I f  yo ' had a s to ' right chere yo ' unders tand , an ' a man had anothah sto ' j is '  
' cros s  de stree t dere , an '  yo ' wanted tuh move him , yo ' carry dat box ovah dere . 
Yo ' know he wouldn ' t not ice it by no means . Jis ' s cattah dat dirt down dere an ' 
carry de box b ack home , an '  take de box den an '  t ake a b ras s tack an '  nail it  
back of  yore do ' .  Dat man will soon clos e up his s to ' an '  his cus tomers will 
come to yo ' - come from ovah dere to he ah .  I f  yo '  had a fillin ' st at ion , 
s tationery s to ' . 

(You would draw hi s busines s . ) 
Ovah to yo ' .  
Ah don ' t  know as it ' s  necessary fo ' me to say any mo ' .  Ah tell yo ' de reason 

why . Ah been on dis j ob thirty-eight years an '  ah don ' t  do a thing in mah office 
but such works . Ah stan '  approval all ovah de Unit ed S tates - most  in evah form , 
evah nook an '  co rnah , an ' whatsomevah dat ah tell yo ' , if  it ain ' t  true , re call 
me . 

(How did you learn your wo rk? How did you b eg in ? )  
All right , ah show yo ' h ow  i t  was . Dere is no man dat kin come up outa de 

streets an '  mudholes , sands an '  ditches an '  so forth , an ' beg in to learn some
th in ' - somethin ' like dat . He j is '  can ' t do it . First , he ' s  born undah s igns . 
He ' s  born in de s ign , an ' aftah which - yo '  see , take me , ah ' ve nevah been s ick 
once in mah life . An '  when ah git sick ,  [ at the end] , sick enough to die , ah 
don ' t want any medicine . Have de s ign in de bosom ,  you unders tand , dat chew 
don ' t have to take any medicine .  

�11 right . Well , I didn ' t  send out lo ttah cards an '  advertisement . [People] 
had to find out [ about me ] .  An '  I go t work nearly in all de S tates in de Union 
pract ' ally . Den , whatevah ah do , ah do dat . An ' ah ' ve nevah took a drink of  
whiskey , curse none , sleep a night - nevah have s lept a night , nevah has . De 
shortes t  night in de summah is too long fo ' me . 

(Well , did someone else teach you how to do this bus iness , or what? ) 
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Ah s aw  de wo rld on fiah once . Ah s aw  de Miami s torm b efo ' i t  come , an ' people 
was as ha rd-headed as dey is now . Ah saw de world on f i ah - de comin ' ,  humin ' 
as no t to day , have no t yet so far has seen . Ah wi ll not s leep - s e t t in '  in de 
do ' . 

He ah , take me - e f  I evah see yo ' agin ah ' l l  know yo ' .  Well , let me t ell yo ' 
somepin ' b out me ag in . Yo ' kin t ake a common man out dere an '  ah kin meet him 
hal f a do zen t imes an '  no t know him - b l ind t o  such co lors , b l ind to such 
thought s ,  b lind t o  such ideas . An '  de blood didn ' t  mix . 

[ I s  he trying to say that he wi ll re cognize me ag ain becaus e we have some thing 
in common? That our s ame intere s t s  have made us of the s ame b lood? I s he saying 
that I did not " come up out a  de s t reets an ' mudho les , sands and di t ches , "  but 
tha t like him I was "born in de s ign ? "  For the mark or sign on my forehead ,  see 
Docto� Brown on p . l290 - ti tle quot ation and introductory comment . ]  

All right , i f  yo ' ll ke t ch de toadf�og an ' take de lef t hind leg of  him , yore 
luck come t ' rough like mos t  anythin ' - i f  yo ' will take de lef t-hind laig o f  a 
f rog , yo ' see , an '  cure it an '  tote i t .  I f  it wears out , keep dat , i f  yo ' have 
to keep it in yore pocket ; but keep dat in yore purse an '  yo ' ll alway s have 
money . 

Dey have said dat chew take de heart o f  a b at - yo ' know , dem leather-wing 
bats . It may b ring luck but whethah it ' s  true or not . But dere is a b rown bat 
dat chew ' ll be  success ful to git holt of i t .  An '  i f  yo ' know whut chure doin ' , 
why a mattah a co ' se yo ' may have s ome l uck . 

Now we take - de way ah do , I have a lo tta people come to me fo ' luck fo ' 
g amb lin ' .  I sent away a lettah today .  Well , lemme tell yo ' somethin ' .  Ah ' ve 
tried dat ovah in Tennessee . S ay yo ' s  g amb lin '  an '  yo '  don ' t m ind a man ket chin ' 
yo ' some time but not all de time . Yo ' see how dat is . All right . Well yo ' take 
a - if  yo ' kin ket ch dis rat . It ' s a g round rat - whut we call de , bettah known 
as de salamandah . [ S alamander in the s outheas tern Unit ed S tates means the po cket 
gopher Geomys tuza . ]  I f  yo ' kin ke tch ' im in s uch weather as dis [ for weather , 
see Way cross in INTRODUCTION ] .  But chew bettah know whut chure doin ' . Why? 
Cause yo ' may shoot h im an ' den yo ' may no t be success ful . But we made a pen fo ' 
' im - a trap when dey ke t ch ' im . An '  he gen ' ally carries , suppos ed to  - he has a 
little b ag [ po cket ] undah h is j aws he ah an '  he has somepin like a bead [ ? ]  in it . 
Dey ket ch a s alamander an '  [ i f ]  he got anythin ' in his po cket , he eat it up . 
[ Whatever he carries in his pocket , it is dif ficult to ob tain . ] All right . Any 
parts o f  him dat chew bound , any parts chew carry round yore right arm , shuffle 
de cards wit , dey ' ll nevah ketch yo ' . Jis ' walk up dere [ in a g amb ling g ame ]  an ' 
s i t  down fo ' a minute . He ' s  got  a t ' ousand do llahs dere - yo ' win every bit o f  
it . 

Yo ' see yo ' t ake a g round rat .  Ah tell yo ' whut ah done . Ah caught one an '  
he was a g rown one - had a great twisty t ail . An ' ah killed it an ' taken i t  to 
mah wi fe , tole her , ah s ays , "Ah want chew to take de skin off . "  She went in an ' 
she skin it  an ' she says , "Now , whut are yo ' goin ' tuh do ? "  

Ah s ays , "Ah j is '  want de hide o f  i t . 1 1  An' den [ I ]  takes d e  d i f f ' rent p arts 
an ' put ' em all in a di ff ' rent places - in di ff ' rent places yo ' unders tand . "An ' 
now , if  certain thin ' s  wi ll work , why , as a mat tah a co ' se , I kin put de rat 
[ together ag ain] ' fore mawnin ' . "  So de second day it was dere , an '  de third day 
dat dirty thtn ' got  hisself  tog ethah . 

( Ran o f f? )  
Evah pie ce o f  it was g one . 
[ The preceding rat s tory reminds one o f  a s imilar examp le o f  fo lk s cience I 

heard from an elderly white man while I was collec ting folklore in Adams County , 
I llinois . As a young man he had known or heard of a woman who had given birth to 
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a dog ! The dog o f  course did n o t  l ive , th erefore I did no t record the event for 
p o s ter i ty . I t  never o ccurred to my informant th at the p i e ces of rat could h ave 
d i s appeared by natural means . ]  

Dey go to a we ll . It gonna keep yo ' fo ' one night . If a man ain ' t  wi llin ' to 
s acri f i ce h i s  t ime for one n ight , why i t ' s  no t very mu ch - caus e yo ' wan t a  wat ch 
dat thin ' . Buy yo ' a new dippah . Ah d idn ' t  p ay but a n i ckel fo ' it . Draw y o ' 
a bucke t  o f  watah an '  s tand dere until it set tles . When yo ' know dere ' s  no one 
ab out an '  nobody tuh come , put dat dipp ah on top dat b u cke t now . Yo ' l ay it on 
de re e asy . We h as a b enedi ction j oined to a wish . I f  de se th in ' s  i s  t rue , le t 
de dipp ah b e  sunk an '  yo ' leave dat foah hours an ' yo ' come back i t  s ti l l  remain , 
leave on de next fo ' hours o r  f ive , an ' i t  s t i l l  remains up de re , dere nuth in to 
whut chure try in ' tuh do ; but i f  de re ' s  any th ing to it , de d ippah ' l l s ink . An '  
yo ' know it ' s  go t no holes in i t - yo ' bought i t , yo ' know whut chure do in ' . 

(You do this t o  f ind out i f  yo u are go ing to be succe s s ful . )  
I f  dey goin ' be s u ccess ful , s u c ce s s ful o r  not . Da t ' s  when yo ' t ry in '  yo ' self . 

I t ' ll work wit o th ah p eop l e . [ For s imi lar water-divinat i on r ites (hydromancy ) , 
see pp . 2 1 5- 2 1 7 . ]  

(What day did you s ay Friday was ? )  
Hangman 's day .  
[ Fo r  hangman 's day ,  see also FACI , 1s t ed . ,  No . 7 243 , p . 3 6 5 ; 2nd ed . , No . 9 9 5 0 , 

p . 45 4 . ] 
(Why is i t  hangman ' s  day ? )  

Yes s ir .  Yo ' know , dey had a Neg ro dat dey was g o in ' to hang on Friday an '  he 
tole ' em ,  he s ays ,  ' 'No , ah wanta b reak up di s record i f  pos s ib le . S ays , " I f  yo ' 
wanta hang , now , don ' t  l e t  i t  b e  Friday . "  He says , "Ah ·wanta b e  hung a lit tle 
d i f f ' rent . "  An '  f rom den on it b een some diff ' rent days . 

(End o f  1124 . )  
(The man who j us t  le f t  was very good but j u s t  a li ttle b i t  queer in the head . 

Prob ab ly if I had t alked al l day wi th him , I could have pumped s ometh ing out here 
and the re b ut he g o t  to be rathe r tire some . )  

• 

MIND READER 

YOU CAN TAKE A ROSE [ANY FLOWER] AND READ A PERSON 1 S MIND • • • •  
[ IN ]  A BOUQUET OF FLOWERS • • •  EVERY ONE • • •  IS DIFF 'RENT 
[EACH FLOWER] THAT 'S A DIFF 'RENT PART OF YOUR MIND • • • •  

I 'M A MIND READER • • •  HERE IS A BO UQUET OF FLOWERS • • •  I SAYS 
THIS RED ROSE MEANS WORRY TO YOUR MIND 
THIS WYITE ROSE IS CONTENTED 
THIS CREAM ROSE IS ILLUSTRIOUS AND 
THIS YELLOW ROSE IS FOR SUCCESS 

( WYAT 'S THAT CREAM ROSE FOR) • • • •  
THAT 'S LIKE YOU LUSTRE [LUST ] AFTER SOMETHING • • • • 

LONG AS YOU GET A BEAUTIFUL SET OF FLOWERS AND ALL OF THEM IS 
ALL BEAUTIFUL AND PRETTY� WELL IT 'S NO HARM THERE 
IT 'S NOTHING BUT LOVENESS� KINDNESS� AND HAPPINESS 

BUT YOU GET A BOUQUET OF FLOWERS • • •  
SOME OF THEM IS DEAD AND SOME OF THEM IS WILTED 
WELL YOUR MIND RUNS JUST LIKE THOSE FLOWERS DO 
YO U GOT ALL KINDS OF BAD IDEAS AND MEAN THINGS 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA 
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[ Here is an unusual method for reading the mind o r  telling a person ' s  fortune . 
Among some othe r good things she has a different coconut rite . The material of  
informant 847  is  on cylinders A485 -A493 = 1301- 1309 . ]  

Well there is a powder they can get , you call move qui ak powde�. You sprinkle 
that all over the f loor and all up in the corners , and you take , kick one o f  your 
lef t  shoes and turn it down up under your bed and then you - they ' ll move - put 
stuf f all round your door like powder , same move quiak powder. And then that ' ll 
cause a b ig ' s turb ance in there with you and that ' ll cause you to move . 

( I  s ee . Well now , suppose somebody was making me move . Would they turn my 
shoe ups ide down or would they turn their shoe ups ide down? )  

They would turn your shoe ups ide down . The p ers on that wants you to move , to 
get  out - like practically , if you in this room and they wants you out of here -
they ' ll  turn your shoe ups ide down , your left shoe ups ide down . 

(And where do they put that shoe ? )  
They ' ll put that shoe underneath your bed o r  either where you keep your shoes , 

and they ' ll put some of  that powder into that shoe . 
You can take that foot track , that lef t foo t track , and you kin take nine pins 

and you take that track and you pick it up on a pie ce of pas teboard - take nine 
pins and you put it ' round . You take nine needles and you put i t  round . Then 
you take your s tee t dus t and put on that foot track and bury that track . That ' ll 
keep you going . 

( I  see . How do you mean you put these p ins and needles around ? )  
You put your pins around in the middle o f  the foot track .  
(Wait , here ' s the foot track . Now , how do you put those pins around ? )  
You would take your pins and you would put your pins in here [ demons trates ] . 
(In a sort of a circle . )  
Yes . Now , here come your needles [ demons trates ] .  
(And your needles in an outs ide circle . )  
Yes , sir . 
[ P ins and needles s eparately are in concentric circles . ]  
And then you take that dirt and you pick that track up on a piece of pas te

board , and then you get this same track what you put that on and you go to your 
s teps and you put that up under there . You bury i t . 

( I  see . ) 
And that will keep you from going . 
( I t  will keep you going ? Keep you going all the time ? )  
[ I  misheard informan t ' s  preceding s tatement . ]  
Keep you from going . 
To p rotect  yourself from being harmed is t o  wear all of your clothes - for 

ins tance , like your clothes underneath , you wear them wrongs ide out to your skin , 
and then to go to the Mother of  Perpe tual Help , or either the S acred Heart o f  
Jesus and tatk to him concerning about it , and then you wil l  h ave a divis ion 
[ vis ion] in your sleep what to do and it all ' ll come natural to you . And you can 
fix yourself with your clo thes and your right foot on your left shoe - you always 
wear that on the right foo t . You see , your lef t shoe on your right [ foo t ]  and 
your right [ shoe] on your left [ foo t ] . And that will  protect people from doing 
anything to you whateve r .  And always keep a couple of matches across the top of 
your he ad - you know , crossways . Like if you put one here , well you -cros s  ' em  
all on here . That keeps all things from happening to you . 

She is for children - St . Rita ' s  for children . 
(Well , what would you do with her now in that case ? )  
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Well , f or St . Rita , you carry St . Rita f lowers . And you make a prayer to 
S t .  Rit a , and you ask her to help you to conduct you with your children and b ring 
them up and keep them in s chool and all for their s ake .  Well , you see , they have 
a big place for children by St . Rit a .  Yes , she ' s  mos tly for children - to help 
children along . She was one of the youngest  s aints in heaven . 

[ She had s aid something about S t . Michael and evil work . ] 
(What s aint does evi l  work? ) 
S t .  Michael . 
(Well , how would you approach S t .  Michael to do that evil work? ) 
Well , S t .  Michael is a s aint , he has a piece of iron drove down in chains . 

Well , j us t  like you wanted to do somebody some harm , you take that saint and you 
keep it in a place behind there , and you write that person name . 

(Behind what? )  
' Hind - j us t  like it ' s  a hidden place . 
(Oh , some kind of  a mirror or some kind of bureau or some thing ? )  
Yes , yes - anywheres I hid s o  nob ody can ' t  see it . 
(Then what do you do ? )  
Then you take a piece of  iron j ust  like he got that piece of iron drove [ on 

his picture card ] . You take that piece of iron and you curse that pie ce of iron , 
and you drive i t  down in there [ into the iron on his picture card ] . And as long 
as you keep that iron and those peop le name wrote nine times in ink crossways -
j us t  like , for ins tance , you wanted my name , you write i t  crossways nine times 
[ on a piece of paper ] , and then you ' d  put your name on it nine time s . And you ' d  
put i t  [ the p aper with names ] behind S t .  Michael and you ' d  drive it  [ iron through 
S t . Michael and names ] down in the wall j us t like he [ the s aint ]  got  that [ iron 
in the pi cture ] . That keeps all evil-going-on upset  and disturbance [ dis turbed]  
all the t ime ,  around . 

(What saint did you put it behind? )  
S t .  Michael - yeah , the man got the [ iron driven through the ch ain] . 
(Do you put this p aper behind S t .  Michael ' s picture s ? ) 
Yes , j us t  take that piece of iron - j us t  like [ in the picture ] . 
(And drive it through the s aint ' s  picture ? ) 
And j us t  drive it through this paper [behind the picture ] , and this  saint is 

got  th is [ iron] on him right here . Well , you take that piece of paper [with 
names and s aint picture]  and you put i t  [ them]  j us t  like this - that high { on 
the wall ] and you j us t drive it  down . You keep it  there always . 

( I  see . Well , do you drive that iron through the picture ? )  
Right on through the saint - righ t  through the saint , yes . Jus t  like he got 

it , you drive your iron right on his ' n  with that name in there . And you talkin ' 
' bout dis turbance and trouble [ you got some] ! 

( I see , ) 
(Now , what o ther s aints do work of any kind? )  
Well , I like - St . Raymond i s  one o f  the bes t s aints , saints ever was . 
(How would you do that? How would you handle S t .  Raymond? ) 
Well , I go to S t .  Raymond and talk to him jus t  like I 'm talkin ' to you . I f  I 

needs a favor - if  I 'm out o f work , want something to do - I needs money to help 
me along - I take - on a Monday for inst ance , I ' ll go to b ig St . John ' s  Church 
an� I ' ll go to Sacred Heart of Jesus . First , I ' ll go  to S t . Raymond . I ' ll s it 
down and t alk to him and I pray to S t . Raymond .  I tell him my condi tion and tell 
him how things is , and I promise him things I ' ll do . I ' ll  say ,  '�ow , if you do 
me this - if you get me a j ob or open the way for  me , I ' ll bring you flowers . " 
Well , I ' ll do that for so many mornings . Well , in the meantime whils t  I 'm doing 
that , I 'm got my candle burning to St . Raymond . Well , when I get  my j ob ,  I 
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b rings hi s flowers , and that ke eps the good wo rks going on . He ' s  a good s ain t . 
( Do you g ive ordinary wh i te candles to him ? )  
I g ives him whi te candles for goodne s s , and f o r  work o r  luck I g ive him li gh t 

green c and les . Yes , s i r . 
( An d  y ou go the re no par ti cu lar number of morning s - j us t ? )  
No , j us t  s ome t ime when you feel like making a noven a t o  him . But I j us t  go 

for thre e mornings s tr ai gh t  - you know , it ' s odd , and he ' s  a s aint do al l thing s . 
We ll , I g o  t o  him three morning s s t raigh t and maybe I t alk to h im - I don ' t  pray 
to him ,  j u s t  talk . And h e  do ' s  thing s f o r  yuh . 

(Wh at di d you s ay ab out S t . P e t e r ? ) 
We ll S t . Pe ter , he ' s  a s ain t all righ t - b ut S t . Peter is mos t ly for busines s . 

He g ot a key in his hand - he kin shut and he kin op en . But chew [ have to us e ]  a 
plen ty g reen and a p l en ty thyme wit S t . Pe ter . You know wh at thyme i s  don ' t  you? 

( Thyme - herb , it smell s ? )  
No , it ' s  - it ' s  a pure p lant g rows here they c all thyme . You can g et i t  out 

the marke t s , anything . 
(Plenty green wh at ? )  

Yes , uh - g reen , like pars ley . Now you t ake S t .  P e ter , he g o t  the keys . I f  
you g o t  your pl ace o f  bus iness , you t ake you some thyme , you take s ome p ars ley , 
and i f  the re ' s  any way to even g e t  y ou s ome m is tle toe - you know what mis t l e to e 
is ? I f  it ' s  any way you c an g e t  you some mi s t le toe , you take th at and put that 
togethe r and f ix it up , and take and get up early in the mo rning b efore the sun 
rise and you w ash . You s tar t - j us t  like you got your p lace o f  bus in e s s  in 
front - well you s tar t r ight f rom your f ront door , f rom y our f r ont door with 
y our wate r and s p rinkle it . Keep your ligh t b urning to S t . P e te r , g o  on in 
b ackwards , make your wish , promis e him what y ou wanta p romi s e  h im .  Keep your 
water right s t raight b a ck ,  and when you s crub all your corners ou t , you get th at 
in cens e ,  that g reen incense and you burn i t , and that draws your bus ines s . He ' s  
re ally for bus ines s .  He can clo s e  now , j us t  as good as he c an open - he can 
clos e . Now , i f you f ai l to do as you p romi s e  to him , he going to shut you up 
and you be in so much troub le t ill you have to shut up . 

( Wh at color candle do you burn to S t . Peter? ) 
Wh i te and re d .  
(Wh i te and red . )  
A dark red . 
( E i the r one ? )  
E ithe r  one - whi t e  o r  red . Now for luck , to S t . Pe ter you b urn your reds . 

Th e mos t o f  the peop le have their candles burning a dis tance from h im ,  you know . 
(Why is that ? )  
Th at ' s  to draw - th at ' s  t o  draw . Those candles draws you see and you g o t ta 

honor him ,  but no t so clo s e . You honor S t . P e t er , but you don ' t  honor him c los e 
as you would S t .  Raymond , and you keep s your candles away from him and th at ' s  to 
dr aw . 

[ In f o rm an t  has the wrong re as on . Candles are kep t  at a dis tan c e  from S t .  
Pe te r b e cause he is a pyromaniac (see 3034-3040 , p . 874f . ) . ] 

(Did you eve r hear of them us ing ho ly water ? )  
Wel l ,  th e ho ly water i s  some thing to keep - to keep all evil j us t  from aro und . 

You g e t  you a b o t t le o f  th i s  h o ly water f or ins tan ce , i f  you ' re worried and dis-• 
s at i s fied and you r  mind ' s  up setted . I p as s  by eve ry morning and was hes my hand 
in holy wate r .  We ll , you g o  - hi t  makes peace , i t  makes every thing feel mo re 
good and ah don ' t care how ups e t t e d  your m ind is , you can sp rinkle y our p lace 
and sprinkle yours e l f  and wash your f ace . 

(Wash the hous e ? ) 
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Jus t wash this hous e with holy water - j us t  sprinkl e your s e l f  tho rough ly and 
keep it - always keep holy water around to keep all evilne s s  away . And i t ' s  a 
good openin g  to y ou - i t  help s you p lenty , c aus e tha t  wa ter ' s  b les t ,  s e e . 

You take a b l a ck candle - j us t  like if s omebody did you some thing and you 
wan ta get even with them . Y ou take a b la ck candle , you write the i r  name nine 
times - don ' t  p u t  your name nowhere ab ou t it . You cur s e  that name . You wri te 
that name th i s away and you wri te it thataway , e ach way nine times - two time s 
n ine you see each way , s t raigh t and a cros s . 

(And acro s s  - make i t  in the form o f  a cros s . All r i gh t . )  
Yes s i r . And you take that cand le and you s e t  it in the center o f  th at name . 

And you take tha t b l a ck candle - s ome o f  ' em is that h igh [ demons t r ates ] .  We ll , 
when i t  burns d own more , i f  you want this p e rson to die , you le t tha t  candle go 
out . But i f  you want ' um  j us t to drag , you take ano the r c andle and light i t  and 
set it right up on the top o f th at cand le wh at ' s  burning . And you j us t  keep them 
con t inually on the drag and a was te , and the moment you get t i red o f  thi s  drag
ging and all th at was te , you l e t  that cand le go comp le te ly out , and eve ry thing ' s 
w ip e d  away - they goe s r ight with th at candle . 

(You s ay , i f  you wan t  them to drag , you j us t take a new candle and put i t  
r igh t down ? )  

Put i t  rig h t  down on top o f  there . 
(On top o f  the othe r one ? )  

Now , l ike you s et s  th i s  candle aburning . Now , tha t ' s  in th at cross - that 
cro s s  you done made wi th their name . We ll , then , tha t  b lack candle is s t ill 
burnin g . When that candle get low , it ' s  g oing to make a b i g  o i l  around , you 
know , l ike that candle mel t  - go ing to kiver that name p lumb up , but i t  s t ill 
going to be burning on that name . We l l ,  you take that candle and you put a 
new candle in the r e , and you keep i t  burn ing j us t  as many d ays as you want -
nine or ten d ays , long as you wanta . And long as you keep that candle burn ing 
you can keep ' em lingePing and dragging , but the momen t you wan t  ' em  to g o , 
j us t  let tha t  candle b urn comp letely out and they goes out with th e candl e . 

They burns cand le s fo r luck . They burns g reen candles for luck , they burns 
candle s to d i f f ' ren t kinds of s ain ts . 

( Candle fo r p e ace and h app ine s s  in the home ? )  
Well , I would t ake that wh i te candle and I would se t  i t  on my al t ar , and I 

would have S acred Hearts o f  Jesus there , and for p eace and happ ines s , I would 
ask fo r tha t . I would t ake thos e candles and I would put th ere and burn it , 
and long as you g o t  those candle s  going , your home and you at p eace , and eve ry 
th ing els e . And pe a ce ab ides wi th you ' caus e you burn in front o f  Jesus and He 
know yo u  wants pe ace . 

( I  s ee . )  
You we ars your clo thes , as I first to ld you , on the wrong s i de - we ar your 

shoe s  on the wron g  f ee t . And then when th at candle is s t r i c t ly burning on you 
and you know it ' s  burning on you , you - every night you awoke when that candle 
is lit - now , fo r ins t ance , they h ave three candle s  s t ar te d .  They ' ll b urn that 
candle on you round twelve o ' clo ck in the day , round f ive o ' c lo ck in the morning . 
Wel l ,  a t  them t imes in the mo rning , i f you ' s  a s trong person , why they can ' t  get 
you .like they want - your eyes wi ll fly wi de open . Well , they can ' t  do it s o  
handy ; but the moment you g o  to s leep , that candle s t art t o  burning .  But i f  you 
keep your clothe s turned on the wrong s ide , wear your shoes on the wrong s ide ,  
keep th at ho ly water ' round - tho se candles ' l l go out , they can ' t  do you no harm 
wh ateve r .  But , unles s you do that , they can do you any th ing they want . They can 
run you crazy and suf fer with headaches . You c an suf f er with a l l  kinds - you 
j us t  d:t>i[t and drag away to nothing with them cand les b urn1ng on you . 
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They s ay you could take - j us t iffen like there was somebody you want or s ome
body you want some thing to happen to . They tell me you can take a co conut ,  whi ch 
I have tried co conut on one thing . 

They got a he co conut and a she coconut - the he co conut g o t  three eyes , and 
the she co conut only got two . Well , a he co conut - you take that coconut and you 
dreen [ drain ] the water out of it , and you fill it full of whiskey . And you t ake 
a p ie ce o f  p aper and you wr ite that name down on that , what you want to h appen in 
the fork o f  that road , and put it in that co conut . And you go in there [ fork o f  
the road ] and you bury that co conut ups ide down . Then you take another co conut 
and do the s ame th ing to and keep i t  in your home . And every Monday you write -
now , like you want somethin ' to happen to me , you write my name nine times down 
and put it in that coconu t .  Put the ve ry bes t o f  whiskey - no t no cheap whi skey , 
the very bes t , and then you write that name all the way round that co conut . And 
whilst that coconut is down in the g round , well you got the same thing at your 
hous e . Well , every Monday , round five o ' clo ck in the morning , you get up and you 
ki ck that co conut all the way round your house and you curse it wi th everything 
you can th ink of , and you take it and put i t  back up on the shel f . Friday - you 
do that twice a week , do that Monday and Friday . Friday you do the same thing 
and I ' ll guarantee you what you wishing to happen in the fork o f  that road will 
come true ins ide of nine days . 

( I  see . ) 
What done all through by coconuts . 
They take that f ingernail and their toenail and do that on Friday . That ' s  t o  

keep a m an  down under your fee t . You take that toenail and you cu t i t  and you 
parch it . P ar t  of that toenail you sp rinkle it  into your shoe and that finger
nail ; and the o ther part whils t he ' s  eating - if you make it f ine , fine , fin e  -
you sprinkle it over his food and make him eat i t , and there ' s no way to get rid 
of that man . You got him under your feets and right in the palm o f  your hand at 
any time and anything you want him to do .  

You take your house and you g et you some oil o f  verbena . 
(Oil o f  verb ena? )  
Oil o f  verbena . Get you oil of wint ergreen , ge t you s ome of this luck they 

calls the Three Sis ters . You take that . 
(What is that Three Sis ters ? I s  it a powder or a liquid? ) 
I t ' s  a liquid - Three Sis ters . 
(They call i t  Three Sisters ? )  
Yes ,  Three Sisters . You b uy it at the Cr ackerj ack Drug Store right around the 

corner . 
You get that Three Sis ters , you take and s crub that house . S tart at the front 

s tep s , you s crub i t  from f ront to b ack . You go all ove r that house and s crub it . 
And af ter you get through s crubb ing that house well , you take that Three Sisters 
and you sp rinkle it all over there . Then you take the water whi ch you s crub that 
house , and go in the back yard and throw i t  over your le f t  shoulder and don ' t  
look back , and come back on out and open that door and hang up your s ign ,  and 
I ' ll guarantee you in les s  time nohow your house is rented . 

(How would they cross up that hous e and nobody would rent i t ? ) 
They ' d  take that house and they ' d  put all kind of  old messing - j us t  like that 

S t .  Michael�icture I 'm telling you ab out . Now , he do ' s  all that . He can keep 
you moving , e can keep you s tepping . They t ake S t . Michael and stick him behind 
that door and pu t that piece of iron in there . You won ' t  p ay no attention when 
you come in that house - behind the door , the door b e  clos ed , you don ' t  hardly 
pay at tent ion to that . Peop le walk in and they can put this o ld moving powder , 
they call it . You can buy - you buy i t , moving powder. They sprinkle that house 
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with that and nobody in the world can ' t  move in th ere - can ' t  s tay in there , till 
yo u get tha t hous e cleaned up of that . 

They can t ake your hair and they can do eve ry thing wi th your hair .  They can 
take that hair and they can put that h air in a little lamp and they prick their 
finger till it b leeds three times - three drops , and they t ake that three drops 
of b lood and pu t it in th at l amp .  Then they put oil of cinnamon and honey in 
that three drop s of b lood and your hair , and some thing that you really loves to 
e at . Now , lo ts of people knows what people love s  t o eat . I f  you g o t  a wife , she 
know you l ike to eat such-and-s uch a thing . Well ,  she ' l l take that and she ' ll 
put it in th at l amp .  And she ' ll keep that lamp going on you . Always she have 
the ligh t burning , but you don ' t  know what i t ' s  all about cause the lamp is g reen 
and you can ' t  s ee in i t - i t ' s  red [ has a red piece o f  f lannel in the o il ] .  But 
when you want to keep you - th at ' s  to hold a man , you see . You can take that 
hair and f ix tha t  hair up with her b lood and hold yo u .  I t ' s  no way in the world 
for you to get rid of th at woman . And if you wants to be s omewheres els e , i t ' s  
no ge tting along thataways - no t a b i t  o f  gett ing along , it ' s  always a fus s or 
confusion . But that hai r ,  long as i t  b urns , you going to b e  there wi t him [ her ] . 

Well , they can take that and dry you up comp le tely on th is earth . They can 
take th at aharriber Z.ye and take a lemon . They can cut tha t lemon in four p arts . 
They can take re d  cayenne pepper and they can put that lemon and that pepper 
togethe r and your chamber Z.ye ,  and curse the day you was born , and take and dig 
a hole and shake i t  up and bury it ups ide down , and you ' ll j us t  dry up on this 
earth . You will go away to nothing . 

To lock a person ' s  bowels so they can ' t  do no th ing , they takes your bowe ls 
and they s t op it - you see , like a tree . Now there ' s  a old tree s t anding out 
the re . You go b ore yo u a hole in that tree an d  they can t ake your b owels and 
put it in that tree , and then they ' l l take a wedge and they ' ll wedge that wi th 
your name and your bowels in there , an d  tha t  wi ll cause your bowels to never 
move . And some people say it wi ll lo ck your bowel s ,  but that kills you .  You 
s ee , you don ' t  live f rom that . If as long as your b owels in that ro tten t ree 
and that tree is rot ten , you ro ts right along with it . 

(Have to put it in a ro t ten t ree ? )  
A ro t ten t ree - a ro tten t ree carries you away . 
Take that bow [ from a man ' s  hat ]  and we ar it nex t  to your skin - like a woman 

love a man and he don ' t  love her . You take th at b ow and you wear i t - put it in 
rour s tep-ins , righ t  ins ide next to your skin on your le ft s ide . And you keep 
that bow there day and night . Th at ' s  to hold your man . Yo u got him and you got 
his perspiration .  You going to hold h im  r igh t to your s i de . He ' s going to be 
the re and there ' s  no chance o f  him getting away till he get his hands on that 
bow . 

They can t ake your shoes - they can g e t  some o f  that fas t- foo t powder - hot
foot pO!Vder they calls it . You put i t  in them shoes and j us t  as long as he got 
that shoe on h is foo t ,  or anywhere round when you put that powder in that shoe , 
you got ta be parti cular - don ' t  le t it touch you ,  ' caus e  i t ' s  fast foot�oving 
powder. And them shoes ' ll move you plumb o ut o f  exis tence - you and them shoes • 

. And that powde r will carry you plumb out o f  exis tence until somebody s top yuh . 
I t ' s  s ome thing to move you - your shoes makes you go . 

You can take a man ' s  socks and you can dig a hole at your s tep s and you bury 
tho s� s o cks with them nine needles ag ain and them nine p ins . You b ury that sock 
and he can ' t  leave - he ' s  going to b e  there . And a woman wi ll be the s ame ,  you 
can ' t  get rid of him .  He ' ll b e  righ t there all the time . 

They can t ake your pho tograph and regardless o f  where you at you can [mus t ]  
come b a ck .  
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(How do they do that ? )  
You take that pho tograph and you lay i t  bot tom-s ide up - j us t  like this is the 

p ic ture , you lay it here , and you put your candle on top o f  that and put you a 
red candle . You burn that red candle a nigh t , about three - now, you s tart to 
burn i t  this morning , about three hours in the morning . Make your wish . Three 
hours in the evening . And then you take that picture up again and you turn it in 
front of the candle and talk to your picture and talk to that candle - j us t  like 
you s ay ,  "I  want you back , regardles s to where you at , I want you to come back . "  
Well ,  the next day , you go there ag ain and you turn ag ain , and then turn your 
b ack to it . Then , when you get through burning it , then you say ,  " I f  you coming 
back , I ' ll turn your face towards me . " Nine days and the person is there . When 
you turn the face . Now , this is the candle . This is the candle , this is the 
picture . Now ,  you going to t urn the b ack to the candle and the face to you , 
which you begging for ,  and the person what you want to come back ,  they coming 
back .  

(Well , the third time you turn the face towards you . )  
Graveyard dirt is a dis turbance and graveyaPd dirt is supposed to be lucky . 
(Well , how would thi s be - disturb you? ) 
They sprinkle graveyard dirt all around in your p lace , keeps up all the 

trouble . Well , groveyard dirt and s alt . You take s alt  and you go out there and 
you get dirt right off the top of the grave and you mixes i t  together , and whilst 
a person is sleeping - they get something they call devi l powder , you mix that 
with it . You sprinkle that all around peop le ' s  hous e  and all into their home , 
and that keeps up trouble - makes trouble you know , makes plenty trouble . 

(How would you use that graveyard dirt for luck? ) 
For luck - well , you take that graveyard dirt and s teel dirt - s teel dus t ,  and 

a John the Conker. You know what that  is . You get John the Conker root and y ou 
grate it , and you take that s tee l dus t and that graveyaPd dirt and you mix that 
together and you put it in a big bo ttle and you keep that .  And that s tee l dus t ,  
it draws money ; and that graveyard dirt - they all gets together and you h ave 
your luck and success ful and you get j obs . But the moment that you t akes that 
s tee l dus t  away from that graveyard dirt it ' s  confus ion . You got ta always keep 
that right - them three things right toge ther - that devi l dus t ,  that graveyard 
dirt and that John the Conker root . If you keep them together , that brings you 
work and b rings you happiness and success ful to your home . 

She t ake and light candles on him . He be  lying in bed as leep and before she 
go she light her candles . And before them candles are burned out - she ' ll light 
a g reen candle and a pink candle together with his name wrote on there . I f  there 
ain ' t  no chifferobe [ chifforob e ]  - g o t  a p lace on the chifferobe and burn it . 
See . Well , whilst he ' s  in bed as leep and if she knows - she got ta watch to know 
j us t  how long that ' s  going to  b urn . Now , when that candle goes out - that pink 
candle goes out - it ' s  going to burn - she ' ll put one of them 25¢ candles that 
supposed to burn somewhere around about five or s ix hours . Well , as long as 
that candle b urning , he going to s leep . The moment that candle , that red [ p ink] 
candle go out , he going t o  wake up . Well , before that candle burns out ,  she 
going to be  back home , you see . And when he do wake up , she going to be in bed 
with him , although she done been everywhere she wanta and he  won ' t  know a thing 
ab out it . Those candle ' s  works on a man ' s  brains . 

(What do you mean , the re ' s  a place on the chi fforobe for the candle? ) 
You know how them chifferobe made . They gotta  - right in the center is a 

looking glass and right here you keep a towel . Right here they go t a place with 
a lit tle door . You open that door and inside that door you can put your [ chamber 
po t ]  or  put  your candle and you can lock it up and burn it j us t  like you want . 
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[What a fire hazard ! ]  
I f  a man killed somebody and go away and if they can get this body what he 

kilt , you get a b lack hen ' s  egg and you write that man ' s  name all around on that 
egg , and you put in the middle o f  the p alm of that [ dead man ' s ] hand and hold 
their hand over i t  like that . That ' s  the way you going to leave that egg . [ She 
demons trates . ]  

(The fingers are crossed around that egg ? )  
Yes . Ins tead o f  leaving this body on i t ' s  b ack , you have to turn i t  on it ' s  

f ace . You bury it face down and the b ack up , and that man what did that , he 
can ' t  go nowhere , he ' s  coming b ack and give up . 

(You j us t  us e one egg ? )  
One egg - don ' t  use but one - in that one right hand . Let that egg [ b e ]  with 

his name on it . Let the hand be across t it and I ' ll guarantee you that man can ' t  
go  nowhere .  He going t o  come back - probab ly b e  there when you bury that body .  

When you catch a person weak-minded you can do all kind of dirty thing s by the 
�· They say you can do plenty o f  good things by the moon . Now , bad things , 
like you want a harm a person , you wanta to do some smarty triaks - put something 
down on a person that cause them to suffer , you ke t ch ' em on the dark of the moon 
or when the moon ' s  on the was te .  And when you ket ch ' em  like that , j us t  like you 
wanta put a person under a spell of sicknes s ,  you get to them and you put your 
dus t down - that siak dus t  and that b lacksnake-root dus t .  And you t ake their 
shoe and you put tha t in there on the dark of the moon and them people will be 
all right . Now ,  long as the moon ain ' t  dark , they all right ; but the moment that 
moon g et s  dark , they goes into a raving - they treacherous , they ' ll do mos t any
th ing . But when that moon beg in to clear - i f  they fight through i t , some peop le 
have a s trong cons titution - if they can f ight through that , well , they ' ll come 
natural . But when i t ' s  time for that moon to go back thataway - as long as you 
keep that tha t way , they ' ll come , they ' s  always going to be j us t ,  almos t  going 
into like a devil . 

To be lucky in g ambling you get you some John the Conker , you g et you some 
devil ' s-shoes tring , you get you a silver dime , and you get you s ome lodestone . 
You take thi s lodes tone and that devil ' s-shoes tring and that John the Conker ,  
the si lver dime , and you put that all tog ether . An d  i f  you got a wi fe or woman 
if you a gambling man - she ' ll put that in a lit tle b ag and you leave it in 
ahamber lye all night . [ This is a gamb ling hand . ]  Now , when she - when you get 
ready to go gambling , you take that out o f  the ahamber lye and put it in your 
po cke t and le t he r s tay home . And he can ' t [ win ] - it  get  dry whils t you gam
bling - well , y ou go b ack and let her do the s ame thing t o  i t  ag ain , and your 
luck comes . You wins plenty . 

(Wha t does the wi fe have to do with this ? )  
Ah don ' t  know . Well , the wi fe , you got her urine . 
(Oh , you use her urine? )  
You use her urine , b ut you make i t  - soak i t  in urine all night . [ This soak

ing is called feeding . ]  And then when he go out to gamb le it ' s  going to be wet .  
Prob ' bly by being in his pocke t it g oing to get dry . Well , he come back and le t 
her do the same thing ag ain and that keeps good luck on him . 

(For gamb ling ? )  
�e s ,  for gambling . 
You could dPess your p lace with fas t  luak . S crub your p lace out every morning 

good wi th Red Devi l  Lye - what you call the Red Seal , got a b ig red devi l  on it . 
Every morning you have your p lace s crubbed out clean with Red Seal Devi l  Lye -
that ' s  before you open it , before anybo dy come in . Then you sprinkle i t  all over 
with that holy water . Then you take your incense and you g ive it a good smoke , 
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all over i t , and you sprinkle it with that red fas t luck [fas t  luck colore d red ] , 
all over the place and sug ar - put sugar in i t , sprinkle it  with sugar . And 
you ' ll have more trade in there than you ' ll be able to wai t  on . 

(You j us t  call i t fas t luck ? Or red fas t luck ? )  
Red fast luck . 
(Well , is  that the s ame thing as fast luck or ? )  
Fast luck, fas t luck . They g o t  two . They g o t  red fast luck an d  then they 

got a fas t luck . But th is is �d fas t luck . That goes wi th every nat ion - all 
colors , you see . 

We ll , they got it  so you can keep the law away . You can take the law and 
handle ' em like a b aby . You can put the law in a bo ttle or in a lamp . You can 
write their name , you can go talk to ' em .  You can write their name down nine 
times and put that bottle - that name down in a bottle o f  honey and put your 
name in the re wi th it . And you take this honey and you spike it with cinnamon -
pulverized cinnamon . And you put you s ome s tee l dust in there , put you some 
sugar - that ' s  to keep them policemen sweetened down . And every time you see 
' em ,  to keep ' em  off you , always have something sweet around - thrown around . 
Don ' t  take - j us t  - you known they coming , j us t  sweeten the p lace up and put that 
in that bottle and set that bot tle upside down behind that door . The law won ' t  
bo ther you . 

When you going down before the j udge - and you can take this guinea seed and 
you can chew i t . All the time keep - you ' s  lookin ' for the j udge to call you -
you chewing and you spi t .  Th ey go t a seed they call g uinea seed , you sp i t  i t  all 
the way around . In the meantime you got somebody at home that ' s  cooking . � 
take you some red beans and you get them red bean ,  and you put that j udge ' s  name 
on the re nine times and your name on a pie ce of p aper nine t imes . Well , you put 
this pie ce of  paper in that  pot with the red beans . And the who le time them re d 
beans is cooking , in the meantime you supposed to go up on the s tand . And you 
chew them guinea seeds and you go - at home you got them beans s ti ll cooking , and 
in the meantime you going on ' cause your case maybe called up . The whole time 
the beans is cooking that ' s  got the j udge ' s  mind on you , you see . You don ' t  
season it wi th no thing to eat , you j us t  s eas on i t  with that name and his name 
and sugar . And you j us t  keep them cooking . Now , i f  you go in there ab out ten
thirty ,  at e leven- thirty you be home . 

(Why do they use beans ? )  
Red b eans . 
(Well , why do they use red beans ? )  
They use those red beans like - that ' s  be cause i t ' s  really a favorite dish 

amongs t  the colored population and also the whi te , and they are lucky . For in
s tance , on a New Years , b eans is about the luckies t  thing you could cook in your 
home to produce money and to have money all the way round . They always say beans 
is lucky for that . So the people pi cks out red beans to do their tricks with , 
see . But mos t  every body loves red beans . [ Eat white beans on New Year ' s  Day 
for money and luck all year , FACI , 1s t ed . ,  7 82 4 , p . 39 1 ; 2ed . , 12213-12214 , 
p . 542 . ] 

A bee f tongue - well in case o f  sicknes s ,  like a person been hurt. In the 
gal l , the tongue and the g all - l ike a person has b een hurt and they wanta get 
a spell off 'em . Like they got s ome kind of  terrib le s icknes s  spell , keeps ' em  
langering [ lingering ] in s ickness , and they want a g et rid o f  ' em ,  they g o  to 
somewhe re and they take that beef tongue and th at g all and you cook . 

(The g all ? )  
The g al l  from that beef . 
( I s ee . All right . )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t - Roo twork - 182 7 

You take that beef tongue and that gall - the b eef gall and you boil that down 
to a broth ,  and you kinda sweetens that , and you let the person What ' s  got that 
fit  on ' em drink that - about nine drops , you give that by the drop . You see 
i t ' s  so b i tter you can ' t  s tand i t , but you give ' em  nine drops of that about 
three times a day in a run of nine days - you see , i t ' s  nine and nine . In a 
run of nine days they ' ll be all right and that spell ' ll be off ' em .  

He was a heavy whiskey drinker and you want to make him quit drinking . You 
get you a live catf ish and don ' t  kill i t . You cut his head and take three drops 
of b lood outa that catfish , and you drop it into a p int  of liq�or whatsomever 
that man love b es t .  And you put it there and give to him to drink , and the first 
drink he gets he will never drink ano ther drink as long as he live . That ' s  if 
you wanta break him up . 

A pers on s teals something from you and you wants them to bring it b ack .  You 
could go to St . Raymond and make a nine day novena . You could call , i f  you know 
the person ' s name ; or if you don ' t  know it , you could ask him to show you who did 
these things . You go to him and make the nine day novena and promise him what 
you going to give him for that , and in the ninth day those th ings supposed to be 
returned b ack to you - if there ' s  any way for it to get back ,  i t  supposed to be 
turned b ack to you . 

Now, I had a watch taken from me - was brought and laid on my bed by S t . 
Raymond . 

Nine tacks . You can take nine nails and you kin take them nails and taCks and 
you can put ' em  in people ' s  drink to make ' em drink off i t , and that kills them 
spell s  people put on them . You know, you have spells somet �es and it all comes 
from some work somebody done put - some dirty work someb ody done so . But them 
tacks and nails - like you done got a cooler , you le t ' em  rus t and you put ' em  
down in the bottom o f  that water . Every time you drink you drink water from 
thos e  nails and that kills those spells in your body . 

You take a woman ' s  linen what she wear next to her . You tie hit - nine kno ts 
in it . 

(Well now , which piece of  linen do you use ? )  
Next to her , next to her skin - some thing like this ; but they usually wear 

linen , don ' t  wear no s ilk . 
(Jus t anything - any kind? ) 
Anything come nex t to the skin . You tie that nine times and when you tie it  

don ' t  tie i t  toward you , you tie i t  from you and every time [you tie a knot ]  you 
cuss them nine knots in that slip - you curse it . Then you take it and meas ure 
i t  ab out the leng th of a b aby and you tie it three t imes . And you take that s lip 
that you got and you put a place right und er her doors tep , and you bury that slip 
an d  her shoe on top of  that - and she walking over that  every day , you see .  And 
she never will deliver . 

(The b aby will die ? ) 
The b aby will die in her and she ' ll die with the b aby . 
(You take her shoe ? )  
Her shoe and her linen - you tie nine . 
( I  unders tand about that . But wha t  do you do with that shoe , now? ) 

.You take that shoe and you turn it up side down on top of that . 
(On top o f  that linen . Jus t  one shoe? ) 
One sho e - her le ft-foo t shoe . You take that and turn it upside down and 

you bury that right up under her s t eps . By her walking over it  every day it ' s  
tying her b aby up - as she go each day ty ing i t  up . When the t ime comes th ere ' s  
no delivery there . 

You can go �o the railro ad track and get a frog - you know , frogs be ' s  on 
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railroad tracks . Jus t for instance , i f  peop le has go t a similar dis eas e  like 
rheumatism of something in [ like kno ts ] on the shoulders or on the legs , well 
the mo re [ a] frog ' s  got the kno ts on him [ the better ] . Well , the only place you 
kin find [ a  knot ty frog ] is  down at the railroad track . You go down to the rail
road track and you get one of  those frog s , and you take that f rog and don ' t  kill 
him . You cut that frog open alive and you fill him up with red peppe r ,  and 
wheresomever you got a pain on you - you press somewhere and it hurt you , you 
gotta pain like rheumatism - you slap that frog on there alive and let him die . 
And after he going to draw up - s ee ,  j us t  like that - and he going to draw the 
pain plumb out your body . 

I heard o f  them using chicken feathers for some thing l ike asme [ as thma] . I f  
a person i s  suffering from asme , you c an  take chi cken feathers and you can burn 
' em .  You can ho ld a pe rson ' s  head over it [ smoke ] and that will clear up the 
asme . And you can t ake it - and t ake it and burn i t  and make a dus t and it ' s  
the b es t  remedy in the world for p iles . You know what piles are . Some peop le 
don ' t  believe in piles - they afraid to hurt . But if you take chi cken feathers 
and burn it and mix it with fresh lard and put j us t  a lit tle alum in it , that 
draws your p iles . But this here smoking for asme - that cures asme , smoked 
feathe rs . 

Dirt dauber ' s  nes t  is confus ion , too . 
(How do they handle that ? )  

You take a dirt daub er nes t  and you g o  and pull i t  down , and you break that 
dir t daub er ' s nes t  up and you mix it with graveyard dirt. And you t ake whosom
ever you want to get in troub le , you get you s ome war water. You put that dirt 
dauber ' s nes t  in the bottle [ of war water] and that graveyard dirt and you shake 
it up ,  and you cuss that dirt for everything you can think o f  and you bus t it 
[bottle] down at a person ' s  place . I t  causes a policeman , it  causes everything 
to happen right there - with dirt dauber nes t .  

You take that chi cken feet and you cut the nails o f f  o f  it and you skin it 
like a b oot and you soak it in vinegar and this �d fas t Luak and you keep it in 
a close place around about you , and that [ hand] changes your luck for any kind 
of thing and cain ' t  nobody harm you . See , chi cken feet - thos e curly chi cken 
feets - they kills any kind o f  thing that they put down . For ins tance , you could 
t ake one of those chickens what ' s  curly [ a  frizzly chicken , pp . S9 -61] and put him 
out there in that b aCk yard ,  and if anybo dy pu t  anything out there for you , he 
going to s cratch [ i t  up ] and the next morning he ' ll have a form [ o f  the s crat ch
up ob j ec t ]  on hi s leg that big - the stuf f  they put down there for you . 

(A form on there ? ) 
A form - some kind o f  form what they put down for a person to ketch . Jus t 

like they put some thing down for you to ket ch in your j ints , that chi cken going 
to s cratch - see , he s crat ches all day and all night practically , that big curly 
chi cken . And in the morning you ' ll see something wh at you would ' ve caught that 
chicken ke tched . They keeps tha t  [ chicken ] for to get up things like that - that 
chicken s cratches anything . 

Apples , oranges , bananas , grapes is the frui t - you keep that always on the 
tab le . That was us ed on the table when Chris t  was betrayed so that bound to be 
lucky , you see . You keep that there be cause there ' s  thirteen o f  them there at 
the table . But on that tab le you didn ' t see nothing but a b ig dish o f  fruit and 
those candles and a lit t le wine . Well , wine is a lucky drink , but thos e fruits , 
i f  you keep those fruit in your house , you will be always happy , lucky and suc
ces s ful . 

Go to the st ore and buy a yard or half a yard o f  yellow cotton ,  and then her 
and her husband will go to bed - i f  she could get wi th h im ,  in tou ch with him , 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork - 1829 

they go to bed . Well ,  her and him would connect with each o ther . Well ,  she 
wouldn ' t  discharge with him ,  she le t him dis charge by hisself . Well ,  she take 
that and she tie it - she put it  on that yellow piece and she tear a p ie ce off 
of that yellow co tton . She tie nine knots in it and she curse every kno t she 
tie , and she put some lodestone on i t  and she ' ll wear it around her wais t .  

(Wait a minute . Does she wear the big piece o r  j us t  a lit tle piece ? )  
It ' s  a lit tle piece - a s t ring . 
(Oh ,  j us t  a little piece she tore o ff . All right . )  
The s tring . Well , she will wear that around her wai s t  or even pin i t  in here 

or anywhe res close to her body . And the o ther piece that ' s  left , every time she 
go with him she ' ll take that and she ' ll put it in the bed where she s leep , and 
she sleep on top of  that . And every time he get ready to go with another woman , 
he can ' t  have no intercourse with her . 

Lots o f  things can be telled now . To get a tn.an b ack - now , one of the best 
things you can do . You could take a man if he be  done quit you - don ' t  care how 
long he b e  done quit you - you t ake you some red pepper , you take you s ome guinea 
seeds and you try to get holt of  a litt le piece of  bee f  what he like . The pack
age cont aining it  would b e  ao b igger than that . At twelve o ' clock in the day 
when you - well , j us t  you be  on some neutral ground where it ' s  e arth j us t  before 
twelve . Jus t as the clock strikes twelve , you make your wish , s ay ,  "Oh , I wish 
my man would come back to me , I 'm going to try to get him if I can . "  And at that 
time when the whistles s tart to blowing - during the whole time i t ' s  ringing , you 
b e  burying that down in the earth and kiver it  up . And in less  time - in three 
days he ' ll be walking in your door . 

( I f  you want th is man to leave you? ) 
I f  you want him to leave you and you don ' t want nothing to do with him at all , 

you take you s ome roed foot powdero . [ This could be the s ame thing as hot-foot 
powde1" - colored red . ] 

(Red foo t  powdero? ) 
Red foot powde1" - red foot . And you take you some powder out o f  a shell -

gunpowder .  Red foot powdero and gunpowder . You mix all that together and you 
put it in a pit cher of sweet milk .  He going t o  come in - he going to  want you 
eve r so b ad and you don ' t  want h im .  When he get ready to go he step out the 
door .  You j us t  dash that behind him and cuss him , say ,  "Go , I hope you never 
come b ack , " and cuss him , cuss him - anything you want . And you ' 11 never see 
him again . Somebody ' ll tell you about him , "I  seen such and such a person at 
such and such a place . " Well , that s tuff j us t  keeps him a-going along . 

(What do you do with thi s  lit tle b ox ? )  
You can take ro ses - j us t  like you g o t  a goodwill towards somebody .  For in

stance , you can take a rose and read a person ' s  mind . You can get s omebody to 
b rin� you a bouquet of  flowers and every one of  those flowers is different . 
That s a diffe rent part o f  your mind . A red rose , a white rose , a cream rose -
any color flower , you can take them and you can read a person ' s  mind . 

You ask someone t o  bring you a bouque t of flowers . You say ,  "I 'm a mind
reader , bring me a bouquet o f  flowers . "  Or you go - you come to me and you s ay ,  
''Margaret , here is a bouquet o f  flowers . "  And you going to  take those flowers . 
I ' ll. take the flowers . I says , "This red rose means worry to your mind . This 
white rose is contented . This cream rose is illustrious and this yellow rose is 
for success . "  

(What ' s  that cream rose for? ) 
The cream rose is for lustre - that ' s  like you lustre [ lust ] after something . 

And this yellow rose is  for succes s .  You can take a bouquet of flowers and read 
a person ' s  fortune out of them .  
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(How do you do that ? )  
We ll , j us t  like you g o t  a g ood mind an d  he had a mind . Now , you don ' t  know a 

person ' s  mind , but what somever good they bring in , or beauti ful , you could see . 
Wel l , beauti ful means good . You coul d bring a b eautiful b ouquet o f  f lowers -
probab ly h ave some b ad ones o r  de ad ones in there . Well , if some thing b ad on 
your m ind when you get a bouque t o f  flowers , there is something dead in i t . Now , 
long as you get a b e aut iful set of f lowers and all of them is all b e autiful and 
pre t ty ,  well , i t ' s  no h arm there - it ' s  no thing but lovene s s , kindne s s , and 
h appine s s . But you ge t a bouque t o f  f lowers - you go buy a b ouque t of flowers 
and you look all over those f lowe rs - s ome o f  them is de ad and s ome of them is 
wilte d .  Well , your mind runs j us t  like those f lowers do . You got all kinds o f  
b ad ideas and mean thing s . You mind i s  not good , you don ' t  want t o  d o  no good 
for nobody - p robab ly you have one or two flowers in there that means good , that 
two persons you might do good favors for . 

(Ki ll this l ive thing in you ? ) 
Yeah . You see , to b reathe , inh aling , o f  germs in peop les bodies , you can 

take and t ake a snake , a rat t lesnake o r  some thing like th at . They par ches that 
and they put it in your hair ; then you breathe s that and that caus es that thing 
to grow in yourself , in your s t omach . Well , and y ou could s ee it crawling and 
working in people . But you kin t ake them f lowers , you kin go out on the s ide of 
the water and g e t  those thimb teheadB and those yellow f lowers - the darry. You 
boil all that together and you kin rid of all that - you can pas s all that . 
That ' ll leave you . You can b reak up any kind o f  a mes s  in the world in a person 
wi th that kind o f  herb I 'm te lling you ab out . 

A MAN CALLED "DOC" 

MAKE A CROSS DAT HAS SIX PRONGS, IT 'S MO ' DEN A "X" 

SHE [ VIOLA] HAD TAKEN UP WIT A MAN • • •  IN SA VANNAH • • •  
HE CUT HER THROAT - CUT HER HEAD OFF • • •  
DEY HUNT HIM AN ' COULDN 'T FIND HIM • • •  

DEY BURIED VIOLA IN LA UREL GROVE CEMETERY • • •  IN SAVANNAH • • •  
DEY BURIED VIOLA "CROSS DE WORLD " 

(HOW DO YOU MEAN "ACROSS THE WORLD") 
YO ' KNOW, SUH, YO ' BURIES A PERSON IN DE USUAL FORM 

AN ' WAY YO ' DEPOSIT DE BODY IS EAST AN ' WEST 
ALL FOOTS ARE TURNED EASTWARD AN ' HEAD ARE SUNDOWN WESTWARD 

BUT WHEN YO ' BURY A PERSON TUH BRING A PERSON [MURDERER] BACK HeME 
YO ' KIN BRING 'EM, DAT 'S POSITIVE, BURY 'EM "CROSS DE WORLD" 

TURN HER HAID SOUTHWARD AN '  HER PEETS NORT 'WARD 
AN ' AH DECLARE HE 'LL COME BACK 

(DID THIS FELLOW COME BACK) 
HE CAME BACK, YES SUH 

SHE 'LL TAKE AN '  SEW DAT UP SOMEPIN LIKE COLORED FOLKS USES 
• WHEN DEY PUT ASBESTOS [ASAFETIDA ] IN IT 

TO KEEP A BABY FROM KETCHIN ' DE WHOOPIN ' COUGH 
AN '  IF IT KETCH IT IT WON 'T DO IT VERY BAD 

LOTS OF 'EM WEARS IT IN DIS PART OF DE WORLD ON DE LITTLE BABES 

FLORENCE , SOUTH CAROLINA 
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[ "Florence , S . C . , Thurs . ,  Apr .  7 ,  1939 - No . l32 7 - man 55 - R. D .  ( roo t 
doctor) - good" - Numbers Book Nos . l291-1515 . See aZso final comment at 
end of interview . His material is on cylinders C689 : 15-C700 : 1  = 2 270-2281 . ]  

Well , a wumman will take a man ' s  hai r .  She git  ' is hair an ' she kin make 
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' im follah her . She takes it an '  she ties it up . Be sure it ' s dat stuf f  heah 
[ demons trates ] .  She ' ll take ' is hair - she take it outa heah when he ' s  ' sleep 
an '  g it some o f  it from back heah , an '  i f  she don ' t  wants ' im tuh go she ' ll gits 
it back heah somewhere [ three places ] . 

( She gets it from the left , then from the right , and then from right in the 
back o f  the he ad . )  

Yes suh . 
Well , she ' ll take ' is hair from back heah - de back of ' is haid . She ' ll take 

it an '  she ' ll git some s ilk thread , an ' she ' ll take an '  put dat hair - an '  take 
de ends den o f  de shorts , she ' ll t ake it an ' put it  dere . She know why she clip 
it , an ' she take an ' put some in dat way an '  she b ring some dis way , an '  she take 
an '  put some dat way , an '  she squeezes ' em  up togethah , an '  she has no ' th ,  eas t , 
south an ' wes t , an '  she ' ll wind dat . Wind it wit de thread three t imes goin '  dat 
way , den she ' ll cross it j es ' enough dat she kin ket ch it roun ' in heah , an '  den 
she ' ll take it an ' b ring it b ack . Yes suh , she ' ll wind it back .  She carries it 
three t imes dataway an' den she ' ll bring it back dis way twice , den she ' ll carry 
it an '  she ' ll ket ch dis thread dat hangin ' down an '  bring it heah an ' wind dat . 
Den she ' ll carry it dat way . Bring it in heah an ' when she bring it up dere , 
dat ' s  three ways �he have worked it . Den she ' ll ket ch both o f  dose ends an '  make 
a hard knot , which she ties three knots instead o f  two . We us ' ZZy use two knot 
to tie a hams tring or anything on a horse or a mule , but she ' ll make three knots . 
Den she claim den dat she had God de Fathah , God de Son an '  God de Holy Ghost , � 
de Holy Spirit . Den , dat dere dirty wumman ,  she will take it den , aftah she done 
do dat , an '  she ' ll clip off  a lit tle b it , if she kin git it , of de shirttail - a 
little p iece o f dat . An '  she ' ll take dat an '  put dat - she don ' t  take dat othah . 
She take dat an '  lay dat undahneath dere . Ah don ' t  know whut dif f ' rence dat make 
but she lay it undahneath dere - she lay it on de top but she ' ll turn it ovah . 
But she won ' t  turn it dat way now , she ' ll turn it to  ' er .  When she turn it dat 
way ,  den she ' ll turn round den an '  she ' ll take a little piece out o f  her drawers 
or her gown dat she wear , dat hasn ' t  been in de watah yet . She ' ll take a little 
piece about one inch an '  she ' ll place dat on de top den , an '  she ' ll wind dat dat 
ways one time an '  bring it back an '  cross  it , an '  den she ' ll wind it twice to 
' e r� an '  tie dat hard an ' fas t . Den whut she do wit it den? Wear dat wit ' er 
back behin ' ' er .  Make a little concern - little thing - an '  she ' ll take dat an '  
sew dat up somepin like colored folks uses when dey put asbes tos [ asafet ida] in 
it to keep a b aby from ketchin 1 de whoopin ' cough ; an '  i f  it ke t ch it , it won ' t  
do i t  very b ad .  Lots of  ' em wears i t  in dis part of de world on de lit tle b abes . 
Den she ' ll take dat s tuff an ' sew it dat way , an '  she ' ll take a b rand-new s tring 
an '  she ' ll fix it an '  she s ti cks dat good hard an ' fas t  - a s tring on e ach end . 
Den she wears dat - take an '  carry it round on her laig an 1 wear it back undah
neath heah . 

• (Under the knees ? )  
Yes suh , back undah heah . Yes suh ,  lotsa women does dat . Yo ' can ' t  leave 

any sech woman as dat , den , yo ' see . 
[ This square clo th bag is a hand with two s trings for tying it  ab out a baby ' s  

neck o r  behind a woman ' s  knee . ] 
( In the beg inning what did she wind that hair around? )  
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Take de hair itself an '  put it togethah fo ' ways - bring it d at way . [He 
demons trate s . ] Den it may not be den mo ' den ab out - from de streng th p art o f  
his neck - any mo ' den about dat long . 

( She has that hair po inting to the four corners of the world? ) 
Yes suh . An ' den she calls no 1 th ,  e ast , south an ' wes t .  An ' when she fix it 

up , den she put in a li t tle piece of flannen or a p iece of s i lk - un faded piece -
an '  twi s t  it down in dere an '  s ti t ch dat .  Why co ' se she got yo ' den . 

Goes tuh work when she be ' s  wi t yo ' - i f  yo ' goes an ' b e ' s  wit ' e r ,  havin ' a 
good time wit ' er ,  why she go tuh work , af tah which an '  t ake - she t akes a han ' 
cheff - i t  doe sn ' t  b e  a towel - she us e  a han ' chef f , a l arge han ' chef f  on yo ' or 
a clear rag of a s ize of a man ' s  han ' chef f . An '  she g ives dat to yo ' an ' when 
she g ive dat to yo ' ,  den she ' ll turn aroun ' den an ' tell yo ' - j es '  ' b out aftah 
yo ' us in '  it an ' s ays tuh g ive it tuh ' er ,  p leas e , when yo ' g it through - an '  
she ' ll make out dat she ' s  wantin '  it real b ad ,  yo ' know , to use - don ' t  want no 
o thah towel or rag an '  she ain ' t  go in ' let chew put it in de wat ah , or she ' ll 
try tuh no t .  Ah know how she did me when she caught me . Den she ' ll take dat 
han ' che ff , dat rag ah calls i t , an '  she put dat - or wipe herself - an '  she fo ld 
it . I saw de thing but ah didn ' t  know whut it wus de next mawnin ' s lep t  all 
night wit ' e r .  An' den she ' ll take it an ' fold it in - fold i t in an ' put it 
in [ see later ] . An '  aftah a woman - all women , a f tah dey have b e ' d  wit a man in 
de bed why dere ' s  a heat come from a woman . Dey knows it - all women will tell 
yo ' dat , s uh . An '  she t ake an ' put dat han ' cheff de re . She ain ' t  no t only got 
de dis charge da t ah ruined mahs el f wit , but she got hers an ' she take dat an '  
put it in dere , an ' when she git up in de mawnin ' , she wi ll carry it out . 

( She will keep it betwe en her legs all night ? )  
Yes suh . De next mawnin ' den she ' ll take dat han ' cheff up , o r  dat rag , an ' 

she ' ll carry it wi t ' e r an ' she ' ll t ake it an '  put somep in in dere , an '  de 
somep in whut she put in dere is a pers immon . I f  yo ' familiar wi t de pers immon 
tree , take de lit tle sprig dat comes from de ole thing ; in dis coun t ry , where 
de roo ts runs out an '  b ring up a little bit o f  a l it tle p lan t [ his p re ceding 
little sprig ] , she pulls dat up . 

(Jus t one ? )  
Yes s uh ,  j es ' one . She ' ll pull dat up an '  it ' ll run [ s ucker ]  somepin lak a 

shoemaker [ =  sho emake = usually the smoo th sumac , Rhus g labra ; s ome times the 
dwarf s umac , R. copallina ) . We have a herb dat g rows in dis country dey call de 
shoemaker dat wil l  cure gonorrhea . An '  den she ' ll t ake it [ the sucker]  an ' spli t 
it - spl i t  dat three ways an ' put dat in dat concern an '  tie i t  tight as de mis
chief, an '  she t ake dat thing an 1 carry an '  b ury i t  undahnea th de s tep s o r  undah
neath de house . An '  ah de clare ah ' m  fixed - b e  j es '  lak dat chair b e ' s  de re . 
But yo ' wouldn ' t gi t no fur thah den dat if yore anxious , an '  it ' ll j e s ' b ack 
right out . I t ' l l b a ck out an '  f all , an ' de mo ' yo ' f ing ah at i t ,  look lak de 
shortah it wi ll g i t  - it will draw up . Ah declare . 

[ Informant does not unders tand the symb olism here . He is the sucker becaus e  
the pers immon makes him pucker. ] 

But ah ' d  b ough t me some cartridges an ' bo rrowed a friend ' s  revolvah o f  mine -
a left-hand wheel ah [wheeler ] ,  a 3 2  left-hand wheelah - an ' by she had tole me o f  
dat dirty trick when she firs t g o t  i n  wit me , why ah kn ew  s omepin had been did 
tuh me . Ah wz s e t tin ' down , de af tahnoon ah wen t down - dat wuz in S avannah . 
Ah went an '  got de cartridges an '  came b ack an ' she se t t in ' down dere . 

Ah s ays ,  "See heah , Tmene lla. " Aftah suppah [ supper] an ' evah ' thing ,  right 
into de livin ' room set tin ' down . 

Ah s ay ,  " See heah , "  [ showed her the revolve r ] , an '  ah pushe d de li ttle con ce rn  
dataway [ demons trates ) ,  an '  de wall o f  i t  will swing o u t  to d e  lef t ,  an ' ah - ah 
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didn ' t have it loaded . Ah had me s ome cartridges an ' ah s aid , "See heah . " 
[ Shows the cartridges . ]  

She s aid , "Whut chew goin ' do wit dat? " 
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Ah take an ' drop de secre t cartridges round in dere an '  did it dat way -
whup - an '  it ' ll lock itself back in .  Ah say ,  " See , dis heah . "  Ah s aid , "Yo ' 
remembah whut yo ' tole me about yore cousin whut she did to dose men , an ' den 
aftah she git ' em where dey wuz no good . "  

I t  don ' t  mattah i f  yo ' born dere , i t  but one thing . I f  a person i s  livin ' at 
a place doin ' well - so it seem dat dey doin ' well - an '  dey didn ' t  want chew 
dere , dey kin git chew 'way from dere . Yo ' ll j e s ' git  disgus ted sometime an '  
s tray , j es ' wandah away an '  wandah away an ' yo ' own folks won ' t  know where yo ' 
are - hunt chew . I f  dey try tuh find yo ' through de papah by adding [ adver
tis ing ] for de whereabout of sech a man or woman , why when dey b ring yo ' b ack , 
yo ' won ' t  s tay - yo '  canno t s tay .  

How dat ' s  did? By dis method . Yo ' kin natch ' ly take de fruit of pouZtru -
a b lack hen , a b lack hen aig will put a hard s tricture on yo ' .  Yo ' canno t s tay 
home . Take from three tuh seven aigs an ' throw ' em  dere on de comin ' new moon . 
If  de moon change dis mawnin ' or  yes tahday , de mawnin ' or de aftahnoon , dey go 
dere tuhnight at de firs t opportunity dat present itself to dem . Take dose an '  
if yo ' kin git dere , go roun ' dat way tuh de sunris in ' side an '  throw one o f  ' em 
ovah de house , an ' de o thah two ag ' in de house , j es ' as hard as dey kin throw 
it - bus t it up . I t ' ll bus t up an '  yo ' can ' t see no shells hardly evah . Yo ' ll 
see a mess of  greasy spot dere , but heah - it ' s  simp le an ' easy . Write de person 
name - call dere name . Learn dere full  name an ' write dere name goin '  from dem . 
In fact a person could write it goin '  from dem dat way an ' den make ' em  cross in 
heah . Make a cros s dat has six prongs - it ' s  mo ' den a "X" - dis way an ' dat way 
an '  dat way . Den aftah dey do ' s  dat . 

(They cross three marks to make s ix prongs . )  
Yes suh , right accurate , come right accurate . Den aftah dey did dat - an ' 

remembah den - den dey ' ll put a period dere , an '  a period ovah heah , an '  one 
ovah heah , down in between dere , in between dose marks yo ' know , as though dis 
wuz a pencil [ demons trates ] .  

(You make those three lines cross ing each o ther and then in � between 
those lines you put three dots , making a triangle . )  [ Example : � ] • 

Yes s uh .  An '  aftah dat ' s  done - an '  den dey write de person name - takes it  
from right in front o f  dis  mesh of dese three marks cross dat way .  Write de 
person name goin ' firs t , turn roun ' an '  write i t  dis way . Yo ' turn it as yo ' 
turns de papah , an '  write it goin ' from yo ' all de while . Den turn roun ' an ' 
write it  dis way goin ' from yo ' ,  but yo ' call dere names - supposed tuh call dem 
three times . An '  [when] yo ' place yore pencil down to do dis writin ' , call dat , 
call dat , call dat . An ' yo ' set by dis aig . "By de powah o f  dis aig an ' de hen 
dat laid dis aig , "  says , "ah move yo ' ,  ah send yo- ' , ah move yo ' - ah send yo ' . " 
Turn it roun ' - don ' t  carry i t  dat way , de sunrise , turn it round . Change it  
round an '  write chere [ here] , "Ah move yo ' .  Ah send yo ' . "  An '  de  las t ,  "Go , 
damn yo ' . "  I f  it don ' t  - if it  don ' t  do it , ah mean - den yo ' make a mark round 
it , all de way round dere on dat aig , but yo ' ain ' t  write up de whole aig . An ' 
den :o ' t ake ,  aftah yo ' done did dat - take a pencil j es ' dataway [ demons trates ] .  

(And j us t  cross i t  al l  up . )  
Yes suh . 
I tole yo ' if dat aig is landed in yore cas tle , yo ' canno t stay dere - gotta 

go , will go , mus t go . Ah can ' t  s tay heah . 
- Anothah way to afform [ perform or induce ] dis s ame affection [hoodoo disease]  

dat yo ' will go  an'  nobody can ' t find yo '  - yo ' wander away , des troy demselves 
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[yours elf ] • 
Go to de cemetery to a real mean person who died wi cked , even if he had been 

murdere d .  Go dere an ' take de footbo ' ds an ' shake i t - pull it on up , callin ' , 
especially if yo ' know de person ' s  name . An ' if yo ' doesn ' t  know de name an ' yo ' 
know whe re dey ' re buried , shake it crossways . Don ' t  break it . Pull it up an '  
yo ' call "s tranger" - if  yo ' don ' t  know dere name , call ' em "s trange r . " Split 
dat off , de shoulder of it - let it go down , j es ' on one side . Den yo '  will have 
a pie ce of dat splint ah about as wide as mah little fing ahnail . Yo ' takes a 
knife , a pocke tknife ,  an ' sharpen dat [ splinter]  an '  make it kinda like a wire 
nail - a large wire nail about de size of whut chew call a twenty-penny wire 
nail . An ' t ake dat an '  it will be f ive inches long from de top to de point . 
Square de top of it square , j es ' lak anything dat wuz s awed off , ' er round i t .  
Don ' t  shape it in no shape o f  no graves tick den . Den yo ' take dat - dat kin only 
be done where dere ' s  earth lak yo ' have a f ireplace , or in de country . Take dat 
an '  s ti ck dat down in de simple thing as makin ' dey track . Dey ' ll make a track 
dataway . Don ' t  put it in de spoon [ hollow]  of de tra ck .  

(Either track? ) 
Yes suh , le ft j es '  natch ' ly where dey have went ' long . 
(Either foot , it doesn ' t  make any difference . )  
Yes suh , don ' t  make any diff ' rence , sub , but yo '  doesn ' t  put it in de spoon 

pa� heah . It doesn ' t take any affection [ effect] . Put it right undah heah 
j es '  ahead of de heel . I t ' s  called in de hollah of de track . Den yo ' take dat 
an ' take yo ' a hammah , an ' when yo ' go dere an ' know dis person name - want tub 
go - den yo ' call dem three times . Call dem , an ' aftah yo ' call dem three times , 
den yo ' tap it . Don ' t hurry i t - to nail it down - j e s ' tap it each time yo ' hit 
it  an ' yo ' call . Lak de person s leep - suppose it is John Brown , s ay ,  "Johnny? 
Johnny ? Johnny? "  Shake him an ' call him - don ' t  yo ' know , sub . Well , j es '  so 
fo ' dat , each time yo ' hit it , yo ' call ' im .  Yo ' hi t it  an '  call ' tm ,  hit it an ' 
call ' im ,  until yo ' ve got it  driven down about three inches .  See , it ' s  five 
inches long [you] make dat peg . Den yo ' talk to ' im .  Den af tah dat until it 
git down to about - j es ' about lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

(About a quarter of an inch ? )  
Yes suh , an '  den yo ' say , "Dis day , ah move yo ' , ah call yo ' , ah send yo ' • " 

Yo ' tap it each time . "Pi ck up , pack up , bundle up . "  Tap it  ligh tly [ and s ay , )  
"Go . "  Yo ' see it ' s  kinda s tout in de ground down dere but chew hittin '  it each 
time . Tap it , s ay ,  "Go ,  go , go . "  Hit it  s trong de las t time , "Go , s tay go " -
all dat send yo ' - "go , damn , yo ' . " De las t time , dey gone . No mo ' returnin ' -
no mo ' re turnin ' , sub . 

(All you have to do is to find one of his foo t tracks and put that peg right 
down into it ? )  

Yes sub , but now i t  mus tn ' t  be  a day old o r  somepin lak dat . See , it ' s  whut 
det call dOggin ' a person . Dey ' ll clbg behin ' . Say now , s uppose dey lived dere 
an yo ' done live up heah [he points ] , yo ' ll watch till yo ' see dem leave home 
an '  yo ' git out an '  go an ' have dat peg in yore han ' an ' yore hammah - lit tle 
hammah .  Go on an '  put dat dere while it ' s  [ track is ] hot . Jes ' lak a dog run
nin ' a animal , de dog make mo ' noise if he isn ' t  got none ; but if yo ' gotta go 
back an ' accordin ' to de nos e he has , it ' s  like unto de same thing . 

(It ' s go tta be in a hot track? ) 
Yessuh ,  put it dere right den . 
Yo ' don ' t  let [ leave ] no s ign dere - yo ' jes ' drive dat down dere an '  hus tle a 

little dirt ovah de top of it lak dat yo ' know , sub . Sho cked ! All gone ! Gone ! 
Den agin , yo ' kin do dis , sub . Take some dirt out o f  de hollah of dere tracks 

or dat  first dirt , an ' have yo ' a li ttle bottle - clear , no oil or no dampness or 
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wat ah . An '  yo ' take s ome of dat earth an ' put in dere . Dat ' s  sendin ' now , yo ' 
know , sub - sendin ' (JJJ]ay .  

Take dat earth from right outa heah , de hollah o f  de track , an ' take i t  up -
don ' t  j es ' go dere an ' pick it up lak dat match [ p ackage of matches ] dere is [ he 
points ] , j es '  git de dirt up an '  j es ' git i t  up dat way . No suh . Take it wit 
yore three fingahs dataway , an ' yo ' raise i t  [ demonst rates ] .  

(You bring the three f ingers down so it [ j oined f ingers ] p i cks and lifts the 
dirt up ? )  

Yes sub ,  dat way [ demons trates again ] . 
(Away from you . )  
Yes sub . Do dat an '  take i t  an '  put it  back in dere . Yo ' kin have a p ie ce of 

papah . It looks like yo ' will j es ' be pickin ' up s omepin dat chew find , if  yo ' 
think somebody is lookin ' , seein ' yo ' .  Pick it up an ' put it  in dere - j e s ' pick 
it  up .  Take it out of dis track where yo ' kin see three tracks goin 1 righ t on . 
Take some out a dis one , an '  yo ' take some outa dat one , an ' put in dere , an '  yo ' 
take some outa dat one . Yo ' put dat in a vi al an '  put a little gunpowdah in dere 
an '  a little sulphur , red sulphur , an '  cork it  up real tight an '  h ard . An '  put 
chew a little - whut kin go in dere , yo ' may git yo ' some large buckshot an '  put 
' em in dere ,  i f  yo '  want ' em  tub drown demselves . I f  yo ' want ' em  tub drown 
demselves , put ' em  in dere an ' den yo ' go to de rivah an ' throw i t ,  "Doggone de 
luck , away yo ' go . "  An '  don ' t look back . I f  dey don ' t  go dere an '  j ump in right 
dere , dere nevah wuz a s turgeon tuh Jump up in de watah . Jump right ovahbo ' d an ' 
drown . 

Othah den dat , yo ' could take i t  an ' s ail it  'way out yondah an ' hit ' ll float 
an ' dey ' ll j e s ' keep awanderin ' an ' goin ' - goin ' an '  goin ' . 

But dos e tothah [ two other] things - dose three things is A-No . l to send. 
(They will really send them away ? )  
Ain ' t no two ways about it  - j es ' run ' em 'way , dey gone . Yassuh . 
Well , if yo ' want a person back ,  yo ' can ' t  bring dat person b ack i f he ' s  got 

dat did to him . See , sub . Ah 'm frank wit whut ah ' m  explainin ' to yo ' .  Yo ' 
can ' t bring ' im  b ack . Yo ' d  have tub git dat bag an '  git dat off . Yo ' can ' t  
b ring ' im  back . 

(Well , suppose a person has j us t  gone away [ and has not been hoodooed]  from 
home and you want to b ring him back? ) 

Well , yo ' kin b ring dose back . Jes ' go tub work an ' write dere name , an '  yo ' 
write dose person name but it ' s  in a diff ' rent way - don ' t  use no aig s  or nuthin 
lak dat . Yo ' j es '  take a clear pie ce of papah wit no space or lines on it , an ' 
yo ' write de name of de person dat chew want to return home - b ack . Write dey 
name . Yo ' write de name an '  in writin ' it , yo ' says , "Ah call yo ' dis day " - day 
or night whensomevah i t  be . Yo ' says , "Ah call yo '  dis night . " Ah '  11 use de day 
fo ' dis is day now . "Ah call yo ' dis day .  I bid yo ' return , p i ck  up yo ' self , 
bundle up . " Yo ' writin ' dat . Write dat as yo '  say it , says , "Oh , Sally , " if  
it ' s  a woman - ah j es ' mention dis  name - says , " Ah  b id yo ' come home . Ah wants 
tub see yo ' . Whut in de worl ' is de mattah wit chew , yo '  s tay ' way so long ? Oh , 
Sally , come . In Jesus ' name . "  Den yo ' call yo ' self , yore name . "Dis day ah 
call yo ' • Come . "  Den yo ' writ e ,  "Come . " Make a period de end of it , make a 
period . "Oh , come back home tub me . "  Dat de end of it . 

:een yo '  wanta put dere , write , "JAR calls yo ' ,  come to me . "  Take dat , aftah 
yo ' done done dat , den yo ' will write dere undah , "In de Name of God de Fathah , 
.God de Son an ' God de Holy Spirit , come , I b id yo '  come back home to me . "  Dat 
seems simply [ s imple ]  an 1 it  may sound strange . Den yo ' git chew nine grains of  
spice - de g rain of spice . Take dat spice an ' put  dat  in dere an ' take a little 
bit of sugah an ' take a lit tle · pinch of red peppah an '  put dat in dere - in dat 
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same papah , Have i t  square an '  fold i t  up , s o  when i t  done fold dat ' s  in de 
centah . An ' when yo ' done did dat go an ' git chew s ome rain wat ah  - g i t  some 
rain watah from de heavens . Ket ch dat an '  set it  up in a large glas s  o r  pitcher 
or somethin ' but no tin , an ' set it up on somethin ' from de earth ,  ' caus e yo ' see 
when de heavy drops of watah rain down it  hits de earth an '  it b ounce de s and if 
it ' s  on a sandy place . Ket ch dat watah an ' yo ' dip dat down in dere . Af tah yo ' 
done dipped dat in dere . 

(That paper you mean? ) 
Yes suh . Dip dat down in dere an '  den aftah dat when it ' s  dry off , But do 

not carry it to de fiah , it ' ll dry . When it ' s  done dry . den yo ' t ake yo ' some of  
de  best  cologne yo ' kin git an'  baptize dat well wit de cologne , all ovah .  An ' 
if yo ' have a small garment , any part dat dey have weared - dat de party have 
wore , yo ' know , suh - an ' yo ' take dat an ' wrop dat up in dere . Fold it up dere 
an '  put dat up ovah de do ' s omewhere ' s .  An '  yo ' got ta put a lit tle pitchure up 
dere temporarily . Mos t o f  de houses carry pitchures anyhow . Put dat ovah de do ' 
anyhow where dey went out . I f  yo ' cannot git it ovah dere , take it und ahneat ' de 
hous e an ' lay it up on de s ill undah dere , but not on de piazza side if  it has a 
po ' ch  like we gena ' ly has heah . Why t ake it  an '  lay it behin ' de s ill righ t  
undah de do ' .  Jes ' lak yo ' come in d e  do ' yondah , a small do ' ,  den put it 
down undah dere but it ' s  on dis s ide . 

Den dey kin take yore urinine watah an '  keep yo ' home . 
(Before we go on with tha t - when you wro te their name on that piece of p aper 

you only wrote it once ? )  
No suh , yo ' write dat name three times . 
Take yore urinine watah - dis is anothah me thod will effect de same . Take de 

urinine watah - take yo ' natchly urine watah. Ah kin make yo ' prove dis by yo ' 
sel f , yes suh . Yo '  takes dat urine watah an ' yo ' gits a tough bottle , a square 
bottle , an ' put dat in dere prackly up to de shouldahs . An '  yo ' git chew nine 
needles - new needles . Git  chew nine p ins , nine nails - no t  new nails , j es '  f ind 
de nails . I f  yo ' cannot find dem , bat some ole nails outa somepin . Dos e  ole 
f ashioned whut dey ' call square-cut nails are de b es t . Yo ' t ake dose nails an '  
put chew nine nails in dere , one point down an ' evah o thah one de nailin ' part 
is  down . One down an '  de next de head 1 s down . Points up - po int up an ' haid 
down till yo ' drop de nine in dere . Put chew nine needles an ' nine pins an ' drop 
dose de same way - point down . Den one way yo ' thread de needle through dere 
till yo ' ve us ed ' em dat way . De pins yo '  turn de haids an '  po ints an ' drop ' em 
in dere . Yo ' put dem in it , j es ' in de urinine watah . Put ' em  in dere an ' co ' k  
dat b ottle up t igh t .  An ' yo ' kn ow  it  ain ' t  goin '  s tay tight unless yo ' - yo ' 
t ake yo ' a s trong st ring somepin lak a fishin ' co ' d  an ' tie it round de ne ck . 
Put it round de ne ck below de ridge - de ridge of de bottleneck , s uh . Den yo ' 
take an '  t ie de s tring round de ne ck - let ' s  s ay ,  let it  be slack .  An ' yo ' take 
an ' make yo ' a sharp knife or a razor an '  cut chew a kind of  a trough b ack in 
dere in de top of de co ' k .  Den yo ' t ake an ' run dat s t ring - wedge i t  round dat 
ways one s ide where it been tied an '  b ring it right - take one end of it an '  
bring i t  right cro ss in dat lit tle t rench an '  run i t  through whe re i t  had went 
round de neck of de bottle - bring it down dere an '  draw it . Carry it  round 
dataway an ' b ring de o thah roun ' dis way an '  carry it roun ' , draw it t ight 
tight • An '  jJ yo ' don ' t  an ' if de we athah - if we have summah ,  some ole day 
or night it ' ll pop off . Pow ! An ' it ' s  gone , everythin ' is gone . 

Now ,  whut chew do wi t dat , now . A man kin be of f  from ' e r  an ' a woman do 
dat . Womens an '  things does dat kind o f  tricks . Yo ' kin take dat bot tle an '  
j es ' shake it - shake an ' churn i t  milky . Jes ' shake , shake it , shake it dat 
way an ' call ' im .  Shake it , shake it an ' call ' im ,  an '  if he ' s  out in de club -
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house gamblin ' , b rothah , all at once he goin ' git  up an '  come - he go to dat 
woman . Shake it • 

1837 

Den now , she takes dat wit her tri cky self - an' she ' s  no t goin ' let ' im  f ind 
dat . She keep dat in her trunk , an '  when she pl ace dat in de trunk , it ' s  no t 
placed leanin ' wit de mouth out . I t ' s  in dere in de trunk leanin ' wit de mouth 
dat way - triangle , about on a 45 angle degree in de trunk . 

An '  yo ' take dat b ottle an '  put such bot tle down eithah right undah de edge of  
de do ' ,  j es '  since he wouldn ' t know or she , an ' jes ' have de mouth turnin ' ins ide 
[po inting into the house ] - have it where it ' s  kinda - an ' he won ' t  go out , can ' t  
go no furthah den dat do ' an '  look out an '  turn roun ' an '  go back in dere . Dat ' s  
a fact . Dat ' s  natch ' l - jes ' as natch ' l  as yo ' has yore eyeglasses ovah yore 
eyes . 

(That will b ring him b ack - makes him s tay home . )  
Bringin ' ' em home . 
Yo ' go to de graveyard an '  yo ' git some of dat earth an ' ah tell yo ' whut ' s  a 

fact . Yo ' go an ' git it off a mean person along heah [ demons trates ] .  
(Off the b reas t . )  
Some lit tle distance from de haid . Yo ' know , suh , where de tombs tone are , or 

if  it ' s  a stone or a s tick ,  git i t  righ t out de centah of  it , but not de centah 
from de haid to de foot - j es '  de centab of  de top of  i t .  Yo ' don ' t  have tuh go 
deep . Cit a lit tle bit out dere an '  bust open a li ttle hole like yo ' wuz goin ' 
set  out a hand o f  flowahs - git it righ t  out de bo ttom ,  git dat . Cit dat , suh ,  
an '  mix dat lit tle gPaVeyard dirt wi t a tri ak dat comes from outa de woods - it ' s  
known as a ,  it ' s  somepin yo ' git out de woods yo ' put wit i t . I t  has a name -
it ' s  called de devil ' s-shoes tring . Yes suh . Af tah it ' s  dry . An '  it ' ll hole 
[hold] a elephant if yo ' kin git it long enough when it ' s  green ; when it ' s  dry 
yo ' kin snap it up . Take it an ' pound it up fine an '  mix dat wit dat graveyard 
earth an ' take a little b lack gunpowdah an ' mix dat up in dere wit it . Oh , Lord i 
Fix a time tuh carry it to some frien ' of yores dat ' s  a fren ' to yore enemy 
carry dat in dere an ' throw down in de cornah dere . Jes ' take it an ' throw it . 
Dey can ' t  see it aftah yo ' throw it an '  it gits tuh blow , i t ' s  dere . Yo ' throw 
it dere an '  call dere name . Ain ' t  gotta do a thing to it though , only call de 
party ' s  name . Yo ' say , "I separate chew . "  An '  ah tell yo ' whut i t  do agin . Dey 
say ,  "Ah demand yo ' by dis powah . Dis dead spiri t ,  ah place yo ' heah . " Dat ' s  de 
dead spirit yo ' speakin ' to den . S ays , "Figh t an '  fight an '  figh t like cats an '  
dog s . Go . "  An '  i t  won ' t b e  no nine days , nuthin lak dat . An ' on de young moon , 
de first guartah , yo ' kin j es ' do dat , an ' les s  dan any five days , dey gone . 
Somebody say , "Yo ' know So- an ' -so? Dey leave , So-an ' -so tole me . Ooh , yo ' 
didn ' t heah all dat rumpus dere las ' night? " Dey fight an ' go on so . Say , 
' 'Why [ formerly]  dey j es '  live like two peas in one hull . "  

S ay ,  "Yes , but dey ain ' t  now . Dey gone . "  
Some ole demon did it . Yes suh . Ah ' ve been through de age an '  seen dat . 
Whut chew call a b luestone , take dat an ' pound it  up fine - see , it ' s  po ison . 

A person canno t use it , yo ' know . Mighty lit tle bit  o f  it , i f  yo ' use it fo ' 
somepin - j es '  a pinch of it . An '  yo ' kin take yo ' ab out - wel l , round not a 
halfa teaspoonful , le ss  den dat . Pound dat up fine an '  mix dat up , s ome o f  dat 
same ing redients dat ah mentioned j es '  de las t ,  of de earth - dat wu z  de grave
y� earth . Take some o f  dat an '  b lues tone an ' put in dere an ' take it an '  throw 
dat out .  Take some red peppah an '  cayenne pepp ah an '  j es '  rub round dere , an '  he 
han ' s  will j es '  draw up , he ' ll be goin ' on an '  dey will j es ' draw up dis way 
[ demons trates ] .  De bes t  thing de doctor will say - he say he got a s troke , 

but it ain ' t  a thing but a s troke o f  de devil . Dat does it . 
(You get that on them some way? ) 
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Yo ' take it an '  anything dat dey have - dat de party have , yo ' j es ' take it 
an ' j es '  rub it , rub it up an ' down dere on dat goo d .  Dey might le ft dey axe 
out in de yard at de woodpile , an '  j es '  in de night do dat . Jes ' take de axe 
handle an ' yo ' j es '  hold it an ' j es '  rub it good wit dat s tuff in it - j e s ' rub 
it through [ thoroughly ] . Dey won ' t  see none on dere . Latah on , if dey would 
take dere han ' chef f an '  blow dere nose or wipe dere face , may get dat - dere 
eyes b urnin ' ' em an ' so forth . Dey don ' t  know whuts de mattah . An ' it won ' t  
be long ' fore it  got ' em .  

(Do you put the devil ' s-shoes tring in that too , as you did in the o ther case ? )  
Not in dis heah . 
(Jus t that dus t  and the gPaveyard di rt is all you use ? )  
Yes suh , dat whut hurt yo ' • 
Well , dey did dat to me . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  pitchure an '  yo ' kin go tuh 

work an ' carry dat out to de fo ' k  of de road an '  hurt a person - not only hurt 
dem , kill dem . 

Well , ah learned dis an '  tole dis . Ah had tub learn ' cause ah hadn ' t  tried 
it  an ' carry it out dere an ' stick it up on ag ' ins t a tree an' shoot it  near 
enough dat yo ' ll be sure an '  hit it . But ah imagine - ah doesn ' t  know posi tive , 
anything ah don ' t  know pos i tive , why yo ' know ah wouldn ' t  s tipulate dat to be a 
fact . An ' dey shoot dat pitchure . Ah hear people talk positive dat knows , but 
ah don ' t  know i t - ah know of it . An ' dey would shoot dat pitchure . Aftah dey 
shoot it - well , dey ' ll have tub call yo ' or  do s omethin ' ' s ides j es '  shootin ' 
at yo ' pitchure . Anyhow, he ' s  destroyed . Ah doesn ' t  know dat to be positive . 
Anythin ' ah don ' t  know pos itive , why ah wouldn ' t  like to mention dat to yo ' . 
Be truthful . Dat supposed to kill ' em .  It ' ll take ' em .  

[He s t arts to talk about pine trees before I decide to turn on my machine . ] 
(How can you tell the difference between those taqy pines and men pines ? )  
Well , de worikin ' pine i s  called d e  she . Well , yo ' kin g o  dere - if  ah wuz 

in de woods ah would go whe re dere ' s  a heap of pines an '  ah would show yo ' de 
diff ' rence in ' em .  But de worikin ' pine she has mo ' - she ' ll f low mo ' glDD den 
de he pine . Yes suh . An ' if yo ' go where de shortleaf pines is - whut we have 
wit a kind of  a rough bark - s he has de roughest bark . De smoothes t bark on one , 
dat ' s  de he pine . An '  if yo ' take an '  chop in dere , gits a sharp hatchet or an 
axe an '  yo ' chip out one chip , an '  yo '  take dat chip ,  look at it , an '  chip one 
outa 'nothah ; an '  yo ' find dis [ firs t ] one heah will bleed , yo ' ll find lit tle 
beads up on da t chip like beads on good whiskey , an '  yo ' look at de o thah one an '  
dat 1 un  j es ' be grease , dat ' s  de he . But dis she pine heah , dat chip will b e  
fulla oil right quick , s uh  - p lenty of dose  beads . Well , dat ' s  de she part , 
suh . De mos t  of de people knows de he from de she - yes sub . 

Dey takes an auger an '  bo ' a hole in de tree - well , dat ' s  de pine tree . Yes 
suh . An ' dey bo ' a hole in dere wit dat auger , bo ' in abou t  three inches deep ,  
an '  i f  dey kin git holt of yore s tool an ' take - an '  den dey puts a peg , a hard 
peg an '  drive dat peg up in dere .  Dat dirty fellah . An ' den he ' ll saw it o ff . 
Dat ' s  tub drive it hard up in dere an ' it ' s  in dere , an '  espe cially if dat tree 
is no t finished growin ' .  Yes suh . An ' leave it  dere an ' it will s top up de 
bowels . 

( I t  will kill them , too , I suppose . )  
Yes sub , • 
Write yore name an '  wri te ' er name an '  put i t  in dere an ' turn de shoe down . 

Yo ' take dat shoe an '  put i t  undahneath yore house , yo ' bury dat undah de house , 
don ' t bury it very deep , an ' turn it like my shoe is - dis part heah is  turned 
down [ demonstrates ] �  I f  it ' s  a high- top shoe , dis heah is turned down ins ide 
like yo ' would s trip off a g love or put de two sock in one , den turn it down an '  
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dat note ' s  down in dere , turn dat ovah [ demons trates ] .  
(Ups ide down . ) 

1839 

Yes suh , de toe part in de house - comin ' in de house . Bury dat undahneat ' 
dere . P shaw !  She ' ll hole yo ' - j es '  as she choose to do yo ' an ' yo ' can ' t do 
anythin ' to her but grieve an '  fret about it . 

Kin mes s yo ' up , too - kin mess yo ' up bad wit yore socks . Yes suh , kin mess  
yo ' up wit chure - wit an ole dirty shirt , one dat yo ' done wo re , an'  a undah
shirt or a top-shirt , it kin be done . Take yore hat or cap an '  put some of dat 
mess in dere . Go to de graveyard fo ' dat . Take an ' make some of dat same s tuff 
lak ah firs t mentioned an '  she take it an ' dus t dat in dere . 

(What s tuff do you mix up in there ? )  
De stuff dat yo ' go to de graveyard an '  git some o f  de earth - git some o f  dat 

yo ' know , suh , an '  yo ' take dat an ' take a hammah an ' put it on somep in solid an ' 
pound it up , pound de grains up .  An '  yo ' know , yo '  kin take dis j es '  dataway an '  
de least wind it ' ll j es ' carry it - it ' ll be gone . Firs t  thing yo ' know , yo ' 
won ' t  have a thing dere . 

Yo ' kin take dat an ' if yo ' g it a chance - de woman , be careful yo ' [ don ' t ]  
g ive ' em de hat .  Dey take i t  an '  put i t  up . I f  she wants yo ' she kin make yo ' -
she thinks she goin ' miss yo ' an '  yo ' call on her an '  yo ' payin ' bettah ' tenshun 
to some othah girl . I f  ah payin ' mo ' ' tenshun to some o thah girl an '  she think 
she goin ' mis s  me , why she ' ll harm me , den say ,  '�ell , if  she don ' t  git me [you] , 
yo ' 11 marry me . "  Aftah she done do dat , she tell , '�ell yo ' 11 marry me or else . " 
I f yo ' marry her it ain ' t goin ' do yo ' no good , as by de way i f  she kin git to 
her - if she ' s  kindly friendly , mes s aroun ' , she kin put some of dat s tuff on 
her . Yo ' know womens is very de ceitful - dey love tuh hug up anyhow .  She has 
some in her han ' an '  j es '  put her arms acro ss her shouldah wit some of  dat mess 
in her han ' an '  dat j es ' - di s powdah is jes ' goin ' right on through her clo the s 
j es '  de same if it wus dis s tuf f  whut is made of  iron , i t  go on in dere an '  in a 
few days she ' s  s i Ck .  She can ' t  live .  

Yo ' kin take a toadfPOg an ' g o  in a gamb Zin ' place . I f  h e  a g amblah in de 
game , take dat frog an '  drink a little whiskey , jes ' take him on de side , like 
if ah open a cat fish mouth to take de hook out of his mouth , when yo ' done drink , 
yo ' j es '  spray it in his [ toadfpags ] mouth . See , his mouth is open lak dat , ah 
got mah fingahs cracked in dere . Jes ' spit  some o f  dat out o f yore mouth in dere 
an '  he ' ll swallah it , an '  he ' ll swallah . Jes ' take an ' put him back in yore 
po cket an '  pin it up - any po cket yo ' wanta put on yo ' an '  pin yore pocket up 
wit a s afe ty pin an ' go on to a game . An '  if yo '  don ' t  win , nobody in dat game 
will win . Dat ' s  a fact . Now , ah ' ve tried dat mahself . 

Yo '  kin take some devil ' s-shoestring . Dat devilish thing is good fo ' many a 
thing . Take some devil ' s-shoes tring an ' some High John de Conker an 1 yo ' take 
devil 1 s-shoestring an ' have holes in dat - cut it up in three p ie ces an' put it 
in yore ves t  po Cket or yore fob pocket of yore trousers . Den yo ' take an ' yo ' 
put chew a piece in yore mouth . I t ' s kinda hard tuh start wit , but yo '  keep it  
in dere an '  directly it ' ll git  sof t . Yo ' j es '  have dere an '  j es ' keep adhewin ' 
on it gradually along - no t  as rapid as ah see people use chewin ' gum , but yo ' be 
chewin ' it  all de while . An ' when it time fo ' me tuh shuffle de cards - don ' t  do 
dat every deal but about evah othah deal - yo ' sp it , spi t .  Spi t in yore han ' 
anyqpw , an '  den when yo ' spit dat in yore han ' an '  yo ' pick up de cards an '  shuf
fle ' em - j es '  shuffle ' em any ole way - shuf fle ' em ,  ri ffle ' em ,  an '  shuf fle ' em  
an ' put ' em down . Ah s ay unto yo ' , "Poker . "  Ah know di s ,  suh . Ah used tuh p lay 
de game s t rong . An '  put dat frog in yore pocket , have dat frog in yore pocket 
an ' use some High John de Conker , devil ' s -shoes tring - yo ' use de devil ' s-shoe
s t ring in yore mouth . Doesn ' t  use de High John de Conker ,  yo ' know , suh , in yore 
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mouth - jes ' have dat in yore po cke t . Put it in yore pocket . Psh aw ! De rattle
snake mas tah , yo ' has in dere - de he an '  de she , a pair of ' em .  Carry dem wit 
yo ' . Dey can ' t  win nuthin from sech people . No sub . I t ' s  A-No . l .  Dat ' s  fo ' 
gamb lin ' . Yes sub . 

Dat ' s done dis way . Dat ' s  luck . Some folks don ' t believe in it . Dey believe 
in luck but some folks don ' believe dat yo ' kin be ill luck an '  den yo '  kin ovah
come it . Ah tell yo ' mos t  of  ' em believe until de time come to change , but yo ' 
kin make dat change . Jes ' lak a man go on out dere an ' git  on de railroad traCk 
an ' walkin ' ,  de time de train gits about lak from heah to de front of dat [ points 
to something ] ,  j es ' step right in dere , well , nat ch ' ly , yo ' see , suh , de train 
have to kill him den . Well , when he make dis luck , de people have tub come . Yo ' 
have yore room perfumed up an ' have i t  well perfumed up an '  yo ' ll go tub work an ' 
yo ' ll git yo ' some spice . Take some spi ce an '  yo ' take some High John de ConkeP 
an ' yo ' take yo ' s ome fo ' cornePs of de wopl ' - dat ' s  a herb comes up de latter 
part of dis month , de month of May - de five fingahs [ gras s ] . All dat grows in 
dis country . Yo ' take an '  pound dat up an ' put it dere . In a few days when it ' s  
warm heah , i t ' s  wilted . Jes ' s trow dat aroun '  in de house . Don ' t nevah sweep 
an '  always den when yo ' sweep , go to de do ' an ' sweep back in de house - nevah 
sweep it out . Yo ' take dat an ' den yo ' go tub work den an ' yo ' take some - git 
chew some gunpowdah , a little gunpowdah . No mattah whut kind . Dey mos tly use 
de black gunpowdah . Yo ' take dat gunpowdah an ' yo ' takes yo ' a little sulphur . 
Take yo ' right smart of sulphur an '  mix de gunpowdah an '  de sulphur up toge th ah  
an '  den yo ' make yo ' some dragon ' s  b lood - dat ' s  somepin in a hard s ti ck about 
lak mah little f ingah , ' long heah . Yo ' pound up a lit tle piece about dat long , 
pound it up fine an ' mix dat in dere ; an ' den aftah yo ' done mixed dat in , yo ' 
put a lit tle o le Ge�an Hearts Co logne in it  - sprinkle it in dere . I t ' s  damp 
den . Yo ' put it up de re an ' let it dry . It  won ' t  be long . An '  yo '  put dat in 
some papah , any kinda papah , an ' fold it  up . Take it an '  put it on a saucah , 
an ' den yo ' t ake an ' do dat an ' git yo ' some matches - don ' t  put no oil about 
it - an ' set it afiah an ' let it burn . An '  hist [= ho is t ]  de windahs aftah it 
burn about three minutes - his t  de windows an '  let de fumes go out .  But i t ' s  
always got dat odor in dere fo ' several days . An '  dat is  lucky. Ah mean it ' s 
lucky . Ah don ' t  care who don ' t believe dat . Yo ' kin make it - in o th ah  words , 
bring luck .  

(That penny is no good ? )  
N o  sub . Ah went to a p lace an '  find pennies , right undah whut de ' call de 

tres tle of de do ' on top [ under the door s addle ]  right dere wit whut look like 
about a numbah fo ' [ No . 4 ] little nail driv ' through it . But dat doesn ' t take any 
' fe et . [That will not keep the law away . ]  Dey je s ' threw dat penny away - j es '  
ruined dat penny . 

Now , ah had a f ren ' - Curtis Flowah [ Flower]  out dere in S avannah . We were 
good fren ' s  an ' jes ' tub mention it . Ah talks of dis but j es ' tub mention dis .  
In o thah words , well , ah will s ay we were brothahs of de lodge - de s ame lodge . 
He wuz a Mason an ' so  were I .  Ah 'm  a f inished degree Mas on . Ah have 3 2  degree 
in Masonry . An ' ah would do mos t  anythin ' fo ' Curtis . 

Yo ' could take dese little ole b oxes like dese women use fo ' snuff  an '  yo ' 
kin go in dere to de o f f icers - write de names o f  all de officers yo ' know , an ' 
especially at de headquartahs , an ' yo ' t ake ' em  an ' fold ' em up an ' put ' em  down 
in dere , an '  'ut yo ' somepin whut dey call pot salt whut chew put in food . Put 
dat salt in dere an ' den yo ' go  tub work an '  put dis heah b lue vitriol in dere , 
an '  yo ' t ake an '  yo ' - aftah yo ' put de b lue vitrio l in dere , yo ' go tub work den 
an ' yo '  git s ome incense .  Yo ' put chew five grains of  incense in dere - mix dat 
up in dere . But chew writes in dere an '  say , ' bout dese o f ficers , "Ah bid y o ' 
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pass  by . Ah bid yo ' stay 'way . " Yo ' take some of dose an ' put ' em down in front 
of de house - a little above an ' a lit tle below heah , [ and ] put some undah yore 
steps . An ' if yo ' canno t - it happen tuh be s tone undah de re or concrete , why , 
in o thah words , tuh make a long story shor t , yo ' bury i t  undah dere an '  le t de 
box j es ' about dat near de top [ demons trates ] . 

[ I  say several words no t unders tandable . ]  
Yes suh , j es ' a trifle dat way an ' den aftah dat , yo '  j e s ' place some dere .  

An '  ah declare I Now , ah h ave nevah sold any whiskey mahself , but dis is mah 
brother fren ' an ' ah 'm s atisfied dey se llin ' dere plenty of  it . An ' dey used 
to go  dere fo ' tier [ four rows ] deep , two by two , an ' dey have nevah raid dat 
man an '  his wife place de whole while . 

(In that snuf fbox - you have snuf f in that box , too ? ) 
No suh , j es ' a emp ty box . 
Yo ' kin us e a s imple thing , whut chew would nevah think - yo '  kin us e  some 

fig leaves . Take yo ' some fig leaves an '  write de name of de j udge on dere , an '  
if it de Superior Court yo ' goin ' be tried befo ' , write de j udge name an '  dis 
gent leman name . Wat ch de papahs an '  git de j ury ' s ,  an ' yo ' put down some of de 
j ury ' s  names on dere . 

(How many do you use - j us t  one lea f ? )  
No suh , yo ' use sev ' ral leaves , yo ' use twelve leaves - o f  dos e little leaves , 

yo ' know , suh . De whole leaf - j es ' clip i t  off , yo '  know , suh . An '  den yo ' 
write de name . Yo ' see , if yo ' evah noticed a f ig leaf close - if yo ' haven ' t ,  
yo '  t ake notice o f  it , suh . Or yo ' might ask s omeone tuh bring yo '  a fig leaf . 
Dey don ' t  know why yo ' want it . Yo ' look at it . I t  go t veins j es ' lak in our 
han ' - on de s ides , de veins . An '  yo ' wri te his name , write his name right in 
de cent ah . Den yo ' turn roun ' an '  write yore name right  heah , meetin ' his -
don ' t  care if it go ovah it or in it , Yo ' write i t  dat way , yore own name 
[ demonstrates ] . 

(You write your name across his name , making a sort of a cross . )  
Write his name j es ' lak yore veins is s tandin ' , lak mah han ' is sot  [ demon

s trates ] . Write his name on dis one de same . Yo ' not ice dis fig leaf if y o ' 
happen tuh git chew one , in de middle of it , in de middle of it h eah , dis mi��le 
fan is wider - i t ' s  fixed j es '  lak a person ' s  han ' , if yo ' notice it close . Den 
yo '  write de j udge ' s  name in heah [ demonstrates ] . 

(On that middle thing . )  
Yes suh , on dis middle one . Den yo ' wri te yore name , yore own name . Yo ' turn 

it round dere . Turn it round . Le t it be on somepin s olid .  Yo ' turn it  round 
an '  den write yore name right into his ' n .  Ovah heah yo ' write i t  an '  yo ' wri te 
it heah , "God bless  yore soul . "  An '  yo ' write dose words , s uh .  I f  it ' s  a hard 
case , yo ' write de solictor general name an '  yo ' write some of de j ury ' s  name all 
like dat - dey draw ' em in de p ap ah . [ The names of these j urors are drawn and 
will appear in the newspaper . 1 Yo ' bound tuh ket ch  some of ' em an '  yo ' kin make 
a mistrial . An '  yo ' write it dat way an '  den af tahwards , den yo ' turn around an ' 
yo ' write j es ' a  reg ' lar lit tle prayah , "In de Name o f  God de Father , Mr . So-an ' 
So . "  An ' yo ' call de j udge an '  yo ' write him anywhere ' s  dere , an ' yo ' done got 
him , he ' ll bind to yo ' ,  s ays , "In de Name o f  God de Father , God de Son , "  j es ' on 
his name , "God de Holy Spirit , be favorable wit me . Loose de man an '  let him go . 
Ot.l Oh ! Oh l Let me go back home . "  Write dat , write it  wit ink . Yes suh , wit 
ink or a indelib le pencil . Says , "Home - home - home - back home . "  I f  dat j udge 
don ' t  be favorable wit yo ' ,  den yo ' ve nevah seen a _ dead boy in yore life . 

(What do you do with that leaf after you write thos e names on it ? )  
Well , yo ' write ' em all ovah i t  an ' den yo ' turn round dere an ' den yo ' write 

de name on one of de leaf o f  de twelve dis cip les . Yo ' write do se on dat fig 
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leaf - write dere name on ' em outa de twelve leaves . Yo ' write de twelve dis
ciples on one leaf , one large leaf . When yo ' done write ' em all , den yo ' fold 
' em  in careful . Dat ' s  a leaf dat dries fas t .  Yo ' take dose an ' yo ' put ' em  in 
de foot of yore shoe . An ' yo ' s trip yore sock down - st art from yore toe an '  
slip dem in dere . I t  be about dat high but dey ' ll go down , but dey ' ll go down . 
Dere nuthin tuh hurt chure feet . 

(You take these two fig leaves - one like that - and you put those together 
and put them in your shoe . Or do you put one in your shoe ? )  

De whole thing , suh - yo '  have twelve fig leaves . 
(You have twelve fig leaves ? )  
Yes suh , but yo ' write de j udge ' s  - start h im  in de center as ah s aid an '  den 

aftahwards yo ' write de name of de twelve dis ciples . Yo ' us e twelve leaves . An ' 
yo ' take dose leaves an '  pack ' em  righ t on top o f  each o thah an ' den aftah yo ' 
pack ' em  on top o f  each o thah den yo ' kind of fold ' em in lak yo ' figure undah 
yore feet . Den yo ' take de sock an ' put it on . Be careful . Den yo ' git  chure 
sock about long to heah , toward de hollah of de feet , den yo ' slide dose leaves 
down in de sock undah yo re feet an '  pull de so ck on up . Fix yore sock an ' yore 
shoe . Go on tub co ' t .  

(Then the j udge will dismiss your case? )  
Yes suh . 
Dis one case dat happened an '  ah wuz tole dat ' s  whut dey did ab out de woman . 

Dat wuz de man dat had killed anothah friend o f  mine ' s  s istah .  Dey only had one 
s istah .  Dere only three , two brothahs an '  a g irl - two boys an '  one girl , an '  
dey wuz grown . She had taken up wit a man , dat wuz in Savannah , Ga . , an '  he cut 
her throat - cut her haid o f f , no t on de throat . Dere wuz two cases of dat hap
pened dere . Cut her throat , de head away from her body ,  an '  she wuz pregnant at 
de time . An '  he lef t  - he es caped an ' he wuz gone . Dey hunt him an '  couldn ' t  
find him .  

Her name wuz Viola - Viola Ramsey . An '  when dey buried Viola in Laurel Grove 
Cemetery - dat ' s  de name o f  de cemetery dat ' s  in Savannah , an '  s till dey have mo ' 
[ graves ] dere , but dat ' s  about a mile long . An '  one half , de no ' th part , is 
wh ite ; an '  de south part is colored . An '  dey buried Viola aross de world. 

(How do you mean aaross the world? ) 
Yo ' know , suh , yo ' buries a person in de usual form an ' [ the] way yo ' deposit 

de body is eas t  an ' wes t . All foo ts are turned eas tward an '  head are sundown ,  
westward . But when yo ' bury a person tuh bring a person b ack home - yo ' kin 
bring ' em ,  dat ' s  positive - bury ' em  aros s de world. Turn her haid southward 
an '  her feets no ' thward , an ' ah de clare he ' ll come back . 

(Did this fellow come back? ) 
He came b ack ,  yes sub .  
Dat ' s simple , sub , dat ' s  simple - de spirits o f  turpentine . De odor from it  

will prevent a dog - de very best bloodhound yo ' kin put on anyone ' s  track an '  
he can ' t  trail ' em .  Kin trail ' im  to right where he starts - he ain ' t  goin ' do 
nuthin but j es '  howl around . 

(Does he use that turpentine with something together , or  j us t ? ) 
No sub , j es '  take i t  an '  po ' i t  in yore shoe . 
Ah ' ve did dat - ah ' ve did dat mahself . Ah ' ve cooked two of ' em [b lack cat s ]  

mahself - me p. ' mah woman cooked one , an ' m e  an '  de preachah cook de othah • • • •  
[He tells a long s tory to which there is no point excep t the three bones . ]  

She t akes an '  , "Look heah , Doa. " Ah went an ' look ovah in dere [ the pot in 
which the cat had been boiled] . She called me "Doc , "  Hattie did . Yes sub . She 
empt ied it [ the boiled cat ] all ovah in dere , in de [ small ] bucket . An ' hit 
wuzn ' t  de bucket full - dat b ig big b lack cat . 
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An '  ah taken dat an '  got on car an ' go out b ack t owards - in Savannah it ' s  
called E as t  S avannah , an ' dey have a E as t  S avannah an '  Wes t Savannah . S o  ah went 
on out dere an ' ah went ovah tuh a friend o f  mine . Jack Ket tle [ ! ]  wuz his name . 
He ' s  dead now . An '  ah went down to a little s tream where nob ody wouldn ' t  be dere 
tuh both ah  wit me , yo ' know , sub . An '  ah had tub t ake mah han ' in all dat o le 
slime den . An '  yo ' s  tub search t ill yo ' g i t  evah ' thing dat feel like a li t tl e  
g ris t le . An' ah j es '  drop ' em  de re an 1  put ' em  i n  d e  w a t ah  an ' dey ' d  go r ight 
on down . De watah wuzn ' t mo ' den d at deep , suh , where yo ' kin see de s and .  Drop 
' em in dere an ' dey go on down . An '  ah t ell yo ' whut ' s  a fact . Dere ' s  thre e 
bones in a cat . Ah ' m be ab le tub tell yo ' c ause ah have did it twice . An ' de 
b ones - de right foo t  b one it ' s a small bone . None don ' t  go to de top . Dey all 
goes to de bot tom .  Dat b one will b e  turnin ' ovah j es ' lak a worm .  I t  appears 
tub come ups t ream , an '  ah taken it out . Ah found de three . 

(What bones were they ? From wh at part of the body ? ) 
Ah don ' t  know , suh , whethah dey outa de t ail o r  where dey ' s  from . Dey ' s  real 

smal l .  
(You got th ree bone s that were go ing ups tream ? ) 
Yes suh , on de b o tt om  o f  dat s and - on de bottom , yo ' know , sub .  Be like a 

worm , j es '  be turnin ' ovah . [ The bones don ' t  float up s t ream on the s urface o f  
the wat er , but tumb led over and over up st ream along the b o t tom o f  the water . ]  
Ah take it out . Dere three - yes sub , dere really are three . So ah took one 
do se b ones an '  sold it fo ' $20 .  Ah had p len ty luck • • • •  

(This fellow when he came in he s aid he coul d only s tay an hour . He said he 
h ad to go now . I think he p rob ably knows some o ther thing s . )  

(End o f  1327 . )  



Here Is The 

Great Leader 

Eld. Father Caffrey, Ch ristlike 
Spiritual  Temple 

Come unto me, I am healing the sick. 
I move pain at: once . I am master of 12  
different: gifts. You do not: have t:o tel l 

me anyth ing . I tel l  you everything. 

I answer a l l  questions before you ask them. Come out and 
see these miricles performed. 

NOW I S  YO U R  CHANCE 
Thursday and Friday N ights, 

December 1 6- 17. 
Preaching the Kingdom of God at 

MT· HORB M .  B .  C H U RC H  HOLLAN DALE. 
M I SSISSI PPI 

Private Reading and Healing daily. 9:00 o'cfoclc A. M. 50c. 
Anything you were not born wil:h 

Father Caffrey is only 29 years old. All who want to be 
healed on th ese niqhts, brinq SOc. 

Residence of Robt:. Williams. 

CAFFREY I S  O N  PP . 1 4 5 9 - 1 4 7 0  



ETH ICAL 

INVESTIGATIONS 

STATEMENT 

AR MORED CAR 

SERVICE 

M ALE AND PE MAL& 

GUARDS 

IN ACCOUNT 
, , , WITH New Orleans Private Patrol Service, Inc. 

309 PAN•AMER I CAN BU I LDI NG CAMP A N D  POYDRAS STREETS 
S. C. G UR V I C H ,  SUPDINTIENDDtT ._MDL 'I' WITH -II:AU OP IM'Iftft_T_ U , a, -MTMIINT - Alan ... 

Feb . 23 , 40 
NEW ORLEANS, LA.,, _____ _..:.... ___ I 9  __ 

Dr . He nry M .  Hyat 

B o om 1088 , St . Charl es Ho t e l , 

New Or leans ,  La . 

From Feb . 23 1 9  4QTo 1 9  , Service Rendered, S- 25 . 00 

For t ime r e qu i r ed , wi t h  maximum 
of five we eks . � �� � �\ \oeot.t���s�;\f\Ci>· 

PHONE RAYMOND 7 1 1 1  

�'t�"L s 

OUR PREVENTION IS YOUR PROTECTION 

M OTTO ; E F F I C I E NT PAT R O L S E R V I C E  
WE NEVER CLOSE 

EDWARD , MACK AND I NOT TOO WELL DURING ALGIERS 
RECROSSED RIVER TO NEW ORLEANS BEFORE DARK 
CHECKED IN BY THIS DETECTIVE AGENCY 

(For agency , see p . XLII, par. 4 . ) 



COPY OF ORIGINAL PAGES 
Numbers Book 10 , 855-9 7 7 . 

No . 9 77 , a man , is where police 
entered interviewing room at 

Eureka Hotel 
for black people 
Memphis , Tenn . , 

Sat . , May 27  or 2 8 , 1938 . 
See page XXXIV . 

(Louis ) at 975  was best  
of ten contact workers : 

Emma ,  Willie May , Leona , S tella , 
Minnie ,  Alberta , Shine , 

Jackson and Sadie . 
This entry was made at 
my hotel , The Peabody , 
one hour after raid . 

.. ..;r z O H  VJ P.. 
� �  o u  
...,� . 

CARRIE GAVIN AND HER HOME 
WILMINGTON , N .  CAR . SEE PAGE XXVII . 



POLICE ! POLICE ! POLICE ! 

My Numbers Book No . l2 ,  1291-1515 , reads , "Wilson , N .  Car . , Monday , June 19 , 
19 39 - woman 40 - 1 thing . " She was talking about willow leaves pro tecting you 
from all harm,  when two detectives threw open door of interviewing room. Fortu
nately one o f  them immediately s aid , "I t ' s  all right , the Chief was telling me 
about this fellow [ Cl082 : 4  = 2663 : 1 ] . "  After the detectives left , I reopened the 
interview : (We were taking leaves off  the willow tree when we were interrupted . ) 
[ She replies . ]  Oh , yes , git de leaves o ffen de willah tree an ' tie ' em in a 
cloth an ' put it undahneat ' yo re bed an ' dat will keep anybody from interferin ' 
wit yo ' . [ I  ask . ] (How do you mean , won ' t interfere with you? ) [ She answers . ]  
Yo ' know , anybody won ' t do anything tuh throw yo ' [ usually to throw for you ]  or 
give you a un tucky han ' [ the word un tucky preceding hand is rare - for hands , see 
MAGIC HELPERS , pp . 519-669 ] in dat way . Jes ' take a bunch o f  dese leaves an '  put 
it right undahneat ' yore baid heah , yo ' know , [ somewhere ] yo ' won ' t interfere 
wit it - between yo re mattress springs or somepin lak dat [ Cl082 : 6 ] . After she 
leaves , I comment to microphone about excitement .  This page , except inset , is a 
Rediprint o f  original trans cription [ C1082 : 11 ] . 

( The exc i t e m e n t wae due t o  tlH '  f :1 c t  Ul ' l  t t w o 
(The excitement was due to the fact that two 

d e t e c t i v e s  t:;: • r ched i n t o  the r o o�.; and <J.lm o� t 
detectives marched into the room and atmost 

e o �.:. r e d  U El 
scared us 

t L  c! e  •. th . ) 
to . death . ) 

AUTHOR AND THE WHITES ON PORCH . 

HOME OF THE WHITES ,  DEAL ISLAND , MD .  
SEE P . XXI LAST 3 LINES , P . XXII , 26 LINES . 



N EW ORLEANS· F I N EST 
COLO R E D  HOTEL 

SHE ON PP . 992-1024 

.?K'rs. Sftyrllt Co llins 
SI'IIUTUAL DOCTOR 

The 
Patterson Hotel 

AND 
RESTAU RANT 

7159 S. RAMPART ST .. COR N E R  J U LIA 
ONE BLOCK FROM I .  c . .  U NION AND L.  Be A. RA ILWAY STATIONS 

MAI N 9338 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

SEE P . 748 
N0 . 2 743 

J. R. PATTERSON 
PROP. 

.. .. ... 0 . •• w . 
NO . ..  22 

REV. HATTIE V. LEWIS 
SPIRITUAI-181' M EDIUM 

81:RVtCite eUNOAY, WSDNESDA.Y9 FRIDAY fhOO P . M .  
PRIVATE READING" DAILY wAs H. o. e. 

(l1H Stephens S r .  t..:emplw•, Te-nn. 1 .o..M TO o P M . 1 805 F I FTH ST. N .  W 
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KAY. J;8 1938 ,  
PRCI' F .J .CUNNIGHAM 

I14CHESTER ST. LI'ITLE ROCK ARK, 

Dear, Sir. I am informed you ere interested in l earning a few fact s 
of vood doiaim also if it such ones that can cast evil spells upon 

And indiduval p*rson that will cause them suffer in life that it will . 
put &l e  doctors, now I have good Bit of expereince on this line of 
work as I can do a many different things myself . would like make and 
appointment with you as I am keep very buisy and canat get to you. 

right now it would reach me bethr to meet rou e.ftor ';I'J tclk'»s hour!!• ' 
here. send me a little ideas of Just what youare seeking. 

aYWtll a a a aYOURS TRUL, 

THI S TYPED NOTE WAS DELIVERED BY HAND TO 

"MR . EDWARD BUFFORD" MY CONTACT MAN 
FOR WHAT HAPPENED S EE " FAITH DOCTOR" PP . 13 14-13 25 

OF THE B1DD£N VFJL MAGICIAN and ADVISOR 
On any Fusineu; Marriage, Home Havi ng Been a�oken Up, Holding Your Cwn,  W ish· 
es To Your Own Requeat, law Sui< s, Build· •ng Up Business, Curling. 

O R I ENTAL MYSTICS 
There arc Mag•c Pieces that you can retain �ccording to the planet under which you 
were born, as every man ia born With magic 
m his body. 

FOR TO MASTER, YOU OUGB� TO DAV E A MAGIC PEICE 
OR. E. D. ENGLAND. M. A. 

FA'WOUS MENTALIST 

I will a nawer Fou r Q�testioaa Free of Cbuge witb tai:h-order by 
mail. For private,  exclusiYe  interview make  your  calls in the 
morning ooly f or appoi ntment  and office location . 
I C A N  DE A L  W I T H  YOU NO M A T T E R  W H E R E  YOU A E 
Zandro's Good Luck Incense .• • . . • •  - - - -- -- -- _ _  _ 
Race _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - · - - - • • • 
W a l l  .Street Dream _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - ·  _ 
Z 1 n d ro 's  H igh Power Dream - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - ·  _ _ _ _ 
Co mbination . .  _ _ _  - - - - - - _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _  _ 
Z od iac Incense _ _ _ _  . - - - - - - . . • .  - - - ·  _ _ _  . - - · - - - - __ _ 
Tdmple of Solomon • • . .  - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - · - - - - -- - - -

l\lysbc lnitiatJon _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - - - - - - .. . . • • • .  - - - - -
Temple of Moses . .  _ _ _ _ _ _  · - - - - - - - - - - - · -- -- ·�-
E n g l and Love M ystic _ _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _  . .  - - - -
England Luck Oil __ _ -- - - -- - - _ _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

;hlv••ic Voice lnce nae, Superb, Exqni•itc, Wonderfu l , rel ieves Head· 
ac 1e, Throat Trouble ,  Fum iga tes, Purifies, Destroys any Unsatis• f.H�to y Condit ion in the House. 
Liberal Supply! $1.50 Liberal £upplyf 

�!ng House D ream Incf'n::e, Lar!!e Siz" _ _ _  ·.:;;;; 
E .  D .  E N G L A N D  ASTRONOMER 

(OVt:B) 
• 

847 MONTICELLO A '\IE. NORFOLK , VIRGJftJ,\ 

MI STAKENLY I HAVE CALLED THI S MAN DOCTOR ENGLI SH 

FOR HI S INTERVIEW SEE PP . 13 86-1401 



[ I  INTERVIEWED MEN AT STRATFORD , THEN AT NEGRO HOMES IN COUNTRY . CONTACT MAN 
W . L . CARTER,  A WAITER HERE , SIGNS AT NORFOLK HI S LAST EXPENSES DAY WE START DOWN 
COAST TO FLORIDA . COPY OF CARBON COPY OF INSTRUCTIONS FROM "THE CARLYLE" - EAST 
76TH , NEW YORK CITY , WHERE WE LIVED - TO CONTACT MAN EDWARD BUFFORD . ]  

Edward Bufford 
457 Monday Street 
Mob ile , Alab ama 

Edward :  

January Twenty-third 
1 9 3 9 

[How I Met Bufford , See Page XXX . ] 

Enclosed is your railroad ticket to St . Petersburg , Florida. Leave Mobile on 
the first pos s ible train . Go to the hotel , if there is one , and rent a room by 
the week - for it will be  cheaper . After you are located , immediately telegraph 
your address . ! also enclose money for your expenses . Be careful with it . Be
sides your room and food , use what is necessary for gasoline and a few tips .  

I leave New York on February 1s t or 2nd , reaching St . Petersburg the following 
day . I shall send you the Exact time of my arrival so that you can meet  my train . 

Everything depends upon securing the right contact man . Don ' t  pick him the 
first dav . A middle-a2ed man is bes t - someone like Mack or the man who worked 



for us in Memphis . Don ' t  take anyone who has lived in the North , but get a per
son who has been for years at S t . Petersburg and knows everybody . Stay out of 
T amp a ,  because we will do that town later ; but i f  you find a man who knows Tampa 
well , keep him in mind . And don ' t  forget a p lace where I can work . 

You and he make contacts more or less on the quiet until I arrive , for we will 
receive sufficient advert isement after the firs t  day of work . Don ' t  round up too 
many people . Until I test myself out , I shall interview only in the mornings 
from nine to one . That means that five or six good people a day will be enough . 
You know the sort o f  things I want . Test them well , Don ' t  take their word for 
their knowledge ; make them tell you something . Be sure they can t alk to me for 
a half hour or hour . Don ' t  botner with root-doctors , fortunetellers , and the 
l ike . They will he ar about me and come around i f they want to . 

Be sure to impress upon the prospect s with whom you talk that we are not sell
ing anything , that we are not taking money from anyone ; but that we are merely 
collect ing information . 

As soon as I arrive I shall have a talk with the police so that they will know 
j ust  what I am doing . They merely want to be certain that our bus iness is hon
orable . 

The TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN at the end of  this letter is mere ly for your pro-
t ection , so keep this let ter on your person . 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

Yours truly , 
HarpY M. Hyatt 

The bearer o f  this letter , Edward Bufford , colored , of 457 Monday S treet , 
Mob ile , Ala . , who can establish his identity by his driver ' s  license ,  is in my � 
employment from the date of this let ter . In case of accident or s ickness to him , 
or troub le of  any sort , please communicate with me at the Carlyle immediately by 
telegram , collect . If my personal references are desired , communicate with any 
of  the following New York City addresses : 

( 1) For finances : C .  Rahmer ,  Vice-President , The National City 
Bank of New York , 4 2nd & Madison Avenue . 

( 2)  For automobile matters : The Automob ile Club o f  New York . 
( 3) For the character o f  the folklore work being done by 

Edward Bufford as my contact man : Thomas A .  Edison , Inc . , 
444 Madison Ave . , Attention Mr . J . W .  Eakins , and 

(4)  Character :  The Rev . Dr . John A. Maynard , Rector o f  the 
Church o f  the Holy Spirit (Epis copal) , 229 Eas t  6lst St . ,  
New York City and Senator William J .  Murray , State Cap itol , 
Albany , N . Y .  

HarpY M .  Hyatt 



HOODOO OOCTORS TALK TO AND ABOUT 

A MAN NAMED HYATT 

"Yo ' rememb ah a b i rd dey call de mo ckin ' b ird ,  
De free b ird dat s ings .  
Nobody kill s  him ,  
He ' s  not good fo ' anything , 
But only hear his b eautiful song in dere . 

' Dat ' s a b lessed one from Go d . " 
Waycross , Ga . , HOODOO page 1601 

"ll.'1tat ah ' m  t ellin '  yo ' ' bout - these dif f ' rent signs - it means so much tuh 
carry them along with yo ' . " Algiers , L a . , HOODOO page 1 2 76 . 

"Yo ' don ' t put any cards out , don 1 t advertise at all . Yo ' s i t  heah an ' have 
' em come tuh yo u.  See whut ah mean . Dat ' s  a man ! Yo ' supposed tuh be a herb 
doator , a spiri tua'L an ' a herb doator. " Memphis , Tenn . , HOODOO page 124 8 .  

"Now dis somepin , Doc ,  I hate t o  give away . I tell you de truth . But I have 
to give [ i t  to ] you because I see somepin on you .  You [ are ] marked in de fore
head [Ezk. 9 : 3-7 or Rev . l4 : 9 ]  and I gotta ' plain [ explain ] dis to you. But you 
ought [ to ] put dis in a extra book because dis somepin extra , see . P ut dis in a 
extra b ook . "  Charleston , S . C . , HOODOO page 1 2 89 . 

"You ain ' t de law is you • • • •  I don ' t want you to put me in j ail . "  New Orleans , 
L a . , HOODOO page 1401 . 

" De b lack will believe yo ' quicker den me , but ah kin pLay mo ' whites den yo ' 
kin • • • •  yo ' evah s een de punkin [pwnpkin] dat grows in de field? " Flo rence , S . C . , 
HOODOO page 1526 . 

"Jis ' lak if yo ' wanted me now , ah would meditate an ' tell yo '  yore busines s 
b ettah den yo ' know yo ' self . " Lit tle Ro ck , Ark . , HOODOO page 1044 . 

"Ah wanta tell you another thing , too , and ah hope ah ' m  no t sayin ' too much . 
Af tah yo '  have sealed yo re papahs , aftah yo ' have gotten everywhere , then there 
is a Power , a sup ernatural Power that  is beyond all power . Yo ' do ' s  whut ah 'm 
tellin ' yo ' tuh do , a lit tle bit , an ' yo ' ll find out yo ' ll b e  b lest  in whatevah 
yo ' undertake tuh do . " Memphis , Tenn . , HOODOO page 1 114 . 

" Go d  is even in de middle o f  de earth and He wo rks in a terrib ly wonderful 
fo rm.  He works , he ' p  me to he ' p yo ' - all j es '  comin ' together by de he ' p  of  
God. " Flo rel!Ce , S . C . , HOODOO page 1024 . 

"Ah ' m  t alkin ' tuh yo ' , a man dat ' s  out tuh learn somepin . " B runswick , Ga . , 
HOODOO page 1325 . 

"I  dreamt ab out you . " New Orleans , La. , HOODOO page 10 85 . 



L IBRARIAN LETTERS AND NOTE S  

CONCERNING THE SECOND EDITION OF FACI 

Dr . John Sperry , Lib rarian o f  Culver-Stockton College , more than 13 ye ars ago 
f ound their copy o f  the firs t edition o f  FACI mis s ing . Aft er a long search he 
was ab le to locate one for wh ich he had to pay $ 3 7 . 50 - the original having co s t  
$ 7 . 50 .  Within 20 year s , perhaps less , an edition o f  2000 b ooks had b ecome a 
collector ' s  i tem . We wil l  soon learn that Wes tern Illino is University failed to 
ob tain a volume . Did Arthur Godfrey cause the dis appearance ? Years ago he read 
s e c tions of FACI over the radio , g iving the name and addres s of the New York City 
printer . A numb er o f  persons all over the country dis covered me . I saw one o f  
th eir let ters some months ago . What has happened to the second edition o f  FACI -
much enlarged in subj ect mat ter - I have already des cribed (see p . XLI ) . Because 
Dr . Duncan Emrich and I have been discuss ing a pos s ib l e  abridged edition in paper 
back ,  I thought it might be convenient to l is t  a few comments made by Lib rarians . 
Remember , mos t universi t ie s  accep t by formal ly print ed card or shee � :  Oxford , 
Camb ridge , London , Edinburgh , Pari s ( the Sorbonne) , Munich , Vienna , Basel , Rome , 
Madrid , Mexi co , Capetown , Sydney , Tokyo , Princeton , Yale , Columb ia ,  P ennsylvania , 
Ind iana , Michi gan , Texas , et c .  What follows will be quo ted from typewritten 
let ters and notes : 

"Harvard College Library grat efully acknowledges receip t o f  your g i f t  to the 
Lib rary of FoZkZore from Adams County IZ Zinois . May we expres s our s incere 
thanks for your thought ful intere s t  in our L ib rary . "  Harvard College Library , 
Camb ridge , Mass . , Gunars Rutkovakis , Gi f t  and Exchange Section . [ Similar to 
th e Harvard note are others of  thanks , these among them at random : Alaska ( at 
College , Alaska) , Colorado (Boulder) , Dartmouth , Florida (Gainsville) , Georg ia 
(Athens ) , Illinois ( Urb ana) , O re gon ( Eugene) , S t an ford , Washing ton ( S t . Louis ) , 
Welle sley , e t c .  Among foreign univers i ties : Ceylon ( Colombo) , Indore ( India) ,  
Sind (Karachi-Pakistan) , Ghana (Legon, Acc ra , G hana) , Un iver s it y  C ollege 
(Nairob i) ,  Ta smania (Hobart ) ,  Queen sland (St . Luc ia ,  Br i sbane) , et c . ]  

"The book is really a treas ure and deligh t . I t  will make a wonder ful addi
tion to our folklore collection and I know that many people are going to enj oy 
it • • •  Once I wrest it away f rom the staf f . They keep picking it up and reading 
b i t s  of it aloud . "  [ • • •  are in the text and no t a del et ion . ] Juneau Memorial 
Lib rary , Juneau , Alaska , (Mrs . )  Dale DeArmond , Lib rarian .  

"We wish to acknowledge the receipt o f  your book , FoZkZore from Adams County 
IZZiuois . We have had requests for the firs t edition of this book but unfor tu
nately we never we re able to ob tain it for our collection . This achievement in 
reco rding folklore of our neighboring county will be an out s t anding item in our 
collection for our s cholars who are interested in e thnology , and our s tudents in 
the s o cial s c i ences . "  Wes tern I llinois University , Macomb , I ll . , George F .  
Hei se , Acquisit ions Lib rarian . 

" Th ank you very much for donat ing a copy of this monument al s tudy to the 



Tulane Lib rary . We have s tudents and f acul ty memb ers in many fields who will 
f ind this volume an invaluab le aid to their res ear ch ; there will be many others 
who will be fas cinated by the material even wi th no s cholarly intere s t  in i t .  
A book p late will b e  attached to the volume during cataloging showing the Alma 
Egan Hyatt Foundation as the donor . Thank you again for giving us a copy of this 
valuab le refe rence and res earch wo rk . "  Tulane Univers ity Lib rary , New Orleans , 
La . , ( Mi s s )  Mary F .  Ready . 

"We find that our His tory and T ravel Depar tment could us e two addi tional 
cop i es . Do you have two more copies you could send us ? If not , where may they 
be purchased and what would be the cos t ?  P lease accept our s incere thanks for 
this donation . "  The Chicago Pub lic Lib rary , (Mrs . )  Louise B .  Johnson , Head 
Acce ss ions Department . 

- "We are cer tain that thi s book will p rove o f  int eres t  to our readers and 
students . I t  makes an especially appropriate cont ribution at thi s  t ime s ince we 
have only recent ly opened a department o f  Ameri can s tudies at the Heb rew Univer
s i ty and have b een busy assemb ling a suitable l ib rary in this field . "  The Jewish 
Nat ional and University Library , Jerus alem , E . J .  Lorch . Acquis it ions Department . 

"We are mos t  grate ful for . this lovely gi ft and wish to thank you for your 
generosity in making it availab le to the citi zens o f  Wyoming . "  Wyoming S t ate 
Lib rary , Cheyenne , Wyo . , (Mrs . )  Ros emary Martin , As sis tant Adminis trator . 

" The Director o f  Libraries has reque sted me to write you an expression o f  our 
appre ciation and thanks for the presentation copy of your Folklore f� Adams 
County Il linois . I am sure that it will be very useful in our folk-p sychology ! 
section of the lib rary . Wi th renewed thanks for a mos t  impress ive gift , I am . " 
University o f  Notre Dame , Notre Dame , Ind . , Francis D .  Lazenby , Ass istant Di
rector of Lib raries , Humanit ies Division . 

"This will be an inter.as ting addi tion to our collec tion , and we are glad to 
have it . "  Baylor Univers i ty , James H.  Rogers , Univers ity Lib rarian . 

"Your impos ing and entertaining volume o f  folklo re has been re ceived and I 
wish to thank you . We are making this volume available to our teachers and 
s tudents at once . "  Butler Univers ity , Indianapolis , Ind . , H . L .  Bois en ,  Lib rarian .  

" I t  will make a ni ce addi tion in our lib rary and I ' m sure our p at rons will 
enj oy i t . "  Oklahoma C ity Librarie s , Oklahoma City , Okla . , Mary J eanne Hans en , 
Te chni cal Services Librarian . 

"This is indeed a fascinating volume , the type that one may pick up at any 
t ime and open to any page to begin reading . We marvel at the amoun t  o f  res earch 
and indus try that mus t have gone into the production of this book . " Central 
Mi chigan Universi ty ,  Mount Pleasant , Mich . , John Cumming , Director , Clarke 
His torical Lib rary . 

"May I express our s incere thanks and appreciation to you for your re cent gift 
of a presentation copy o f  Folklore from Adams County Illinois . Th is deligh t ful 
and unusual b�ok will have an h onoured place in our lib rary . Again , many thanks 
for your kindness . " The Pub l i c  L ibrary , North Bay , Ont ario , Margaret C larkson , 
Lib rarian . 

"This pub lication will be of g reat interes t  to our facul ty and s tudents . "  
I owa S tate Univers i ty , (Miss)  Margare t Orr , Head , Order Department . 



"We are delighted t o  add this fas cinating volume to our collection and 
appreciate your kindness in s ending i t  to us . "  Washing ton St ate Univers i ty , 
P ullman , Wash . , (Mrs . )  Ann Conne t te , Head , Acqui s itions Department . 

" I  am sure it will prove to be o f  real intere s t  and value to our s tudents 
and faculty . "  University o f  Maryland , Albert M .  Turner , Head , Acquis itions 
Department . 

"We feel sure this volume wi ll be o f  interes t  to many o f  our patrons . "  
B irmingham Public Lib rary , Ala . , Frank H .  Thornley , Director . 

"This mos t  interes ting volume is a welcome addition to our colle ction . " 
Co rpus Chris ti Pub li c  Lib raries , Corpus Chris t i , Texas , Mrs . Phyllis S .  Bur s on , 
Lib rarian .  

"Many many thanks . "  [Note added t o  the formal printed form b y  someone whos e 
s ignature I am unable t o  read . ] Unive r s i teits-Bib lio theek Van Ams terdam . 

"We are much ob liged to you for thi s  important gi f t . "  [A pers onal note on 
formal card of The Montreal City Lib rary , s igned ] Jules Bazin , Head Librarian . 

"A truly hands ome , int ere sting and valuab le g i f t . "  Washing ton and Lee Uni
vers ity , Lexington , Va . , Henry E .  Coleman , J r . , Lib rarian . [Personal note 
wri t t en on formal accep tance card . ] 

"We have recently re ceived your book Fo lk lore from Ada;ns County IUinoi s , 2nd 
rev . ed . , 1965 , and wish to thank you for this gift to our library . it has been 
added to our folklore colle c tion , which we b elieve to be out s tanding , and we are 
very pleas ed to have this fine addition to it . We appre ciate very much being 
included in the dis tribut ion of your book . " Miami Univers ity , Miami , Ohio , 
Charle s  E .  Irvin , Acquisitions Lib rarian .  

"Thank you very much for the copy o f  Folk lore from Adams County Il linois 
dedicated to your wi fe . We are happy to have this intere s t ing book for our 
lib rary . "  Free Public Library , At lant ic C ity , N . J . , (Mrs . )  Ruth S .  Wils on , 
Library Director . 

"We have received the copy of the b eaut iful and valuab le book enti tled • . • •  A 
number o f  the profes sors in the Dep ar tment o f  Eng lish o f  this Univers ity are 
int erest ed in folklore . They and their s tudent s wil l  be pleas ed tha t you sent 
thi s volume to Eas t  Texas S tate Univers ity . Thanks so very much . "  Eas t Texas 
S tate Univers ity , Commerce , Texas , Opal Williams , As s o c iate L ib rarian . 

"On b ehalf o f  the Sudbury Public L ib rary Bo ard , I wish t o  acknowledge receip t 
o f  your hands ome publi cation Fo lklore from Adams Coun ty Il linois . I can s ee 
that i t  is a treasure-trove o f  fas cinating fo lklore and super s t i t ion , and I am 
sure it  will p rove o f  interes t to our readers and o f  use in the reference 
co lle ction . " Sudbury P ublic Lib rary , Sudbury , Ontario , Margaret Galloway , Acting 
Librarian .  

"1.  am sure many o f  our s tudents will find it interes ting . "  Cas e Ins t i tute of 
Technology , Cleveland , Oh io , Frederi ck L .  Taft , Director . 

" This work will b e  a mos t valuab l e  addit ion to our colle c t ion , and its us e by 
faculty and student s now and in the fut ure is immeasurable . "  Univers i ty of 
Windsor , Winds or , Ont ario , (Mrs . )  Dorothy Howard , Gi f t s  and Exchange Section . 



"On behalf of  the faculty and s tudents • • . •  " University of Utah , Salt Lake 
City , (Mis s)  Eloise McQuown , Gif ts and Exchange Librarian . [The formal accept
ance of Kenyon College - s ee p . XXIV - reads , "On behalf of the Pres ident and 
Trus tees • • . •  " ]  

" Thank you very much for the gift  copy of  this interes ting book . I t  will be  
cataloged and placed in our library for  the use  o f  our facul ty , s tudents ,  and 
o ther patrons . "  Wichita State University , Wi chita , Kan . , Downing P .  O ' Harra , 
Lib rarian . [Like Utah ' s . ] 

"May I express on behalf of  the Council and Senate of this University our 
sincere thanks to the Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation in p resenting the library with 
a copy o f  Fo Zk Zore fram Adams County IZ Zinois .  We can as sure you that i t  is a 
mos t  welcome addition to our s tock . " University of The Wes t Indies , Mona , 
Jamaica , W . I . , W . E .  Gocking , Librarian . [Like Kenyon ' s . ] 

"Je t iens � vous exprimer rna vive et sincere reconnaissance non seulement en 
mon nom personnel , mais egalement au nom de t ous ceux qui pourront profi ter de ce 
nouvel enrichissement de nos collections . "  Bibliotheque de L ' Universit e de Nancy 
R .  Nouat , Le Conservateur . [Like Utah ' s . ] 

"We are delighted to add your gift to our collection . I t  will contain a 
special bookplate which recognizes you as the donor . "  The University of  the 
South , Sewanee , Tenn . ,  James L .  Nicholson , Acquis itions Department . 

"This book will form a us eful addition to the Univers ity Lib rary . "  
vers ity of  Aberdeen , Aberdeen , S cotland , W .  Douglas Simps on ,  Librarian . 
note on formal acceptance card . ] 

The Uni
[Personal 

" I  am very pleas ed to place this handsome volume in our s to ck . "  The Manches ter 
Pub lic  Libraries , Manches ter , England , D . I . Colley [M . A. , F . L . A. ] ,  City Librarian . 

"This handsomely prepared work will be  a valuable addition to our col le ction . " 
University o f  California Davis , J . R .  Blanchard , Universi ty Lib rarian . 

"We shall find this b ook mos t  useful in our reference lib rary . "  Queen Victoria 
Memorial Library , Salisbury , S .  Rhodes ia , (Mrs . )  E . J .  Lee , Reference Librarian . 

"Thank you very much ! [ s igned ] W . S . Bakken . "  [Director ] ,  Univers ity Library 
of Bergen , Norway . [ Card p rinted in English , comment added . ] 

"I  am very glad indeed to have this for addi tion to the Reference Library . "  
Birmingham Pub lic Libraries , Birmingham , England ,  W . A. Taylor [M. C . , F . L . A . ] ,  
City Librarian . 

" I t  obvious ly repres ents a tremendous amoun t o f  work and should be of  consider
ab le value to so ciologis ts and anthropologis ts . "  Wake Fores t College , Winston , 
Salem , N . c . , Carlton P .  West , Librarian . 

"As we have courses in folklore and its li terature this is certainly a worth
while additio� to our collection . " Drexel Ins titute o f  Technology , Philadelphia , 
P a . ,  Mary E .  Nehlig , Head Reference Librarian . 

"We feel sure that many of our bo rrowers will benefi t by having your gift 
availab le . " Glendale Public Library , Glendale , Calif . ,  B . A .  Tof fefson , Chief 
Librarian . • 



"Thank you for your very nice and mos t  interesting pub lication Folklore from 
Adams County Illinois . We are very glad t o  have this addit ion to our colle ction . "  
Auburn University , Aub urn ,  Ala. , (Mrs. ) Frances M .  Honour , Gift  and Exchange 
Lib rarian. 

" I  have much pleasure in acknowledging receip t o f  Folklore from Adams County 
Il linois which you have so kindly presented . I am mo s t  grateful to you for this 
donation which I am pleas ed to accept for addition to the se lib raries. " City of 
Liverpool L ib raries Department , G .  Chandler [M. A. , Ph . D. , F . L . A . , F . R . His t . S . ] , 
C ity L ib rarian . 

" I t  will b e  a valuab le addit ion to our folklore collection • • • •  In appre ciation 
of your generosity to us we are sending you a memb ership in the Friends of the 
Univers ity of Mis souri Library . "  (Mrs . )  Mildred L .  I sely , Secretary . 

" I am sure that this book will be of  great interest to many o f  our pat rons . " 
City of  Phoenix , Arizona , W. R .  Henderson , Lib rary Directo r .  

"We are delighted t o  add this book to our collection . "  W ilmington Public 
Lib rary , Wilmington , N. C . , Katherine Howell , Lib rarian . 

" I t  is a fascinating collection of information whi ch will be valuab le for our 
cul tural anthropologists as well as our folkloris ts in the humani ties division . 
It is so fully indexed , I am sure it will also b e  a handy reference too for our 
lib rarians. " S acramento S tate College , Sacramento , Calif. , (Mrs . )  Pearl Spayde , 
Acting College Librarian . 

"This is  a very interesting book and answers many questions which come to a 
public  lib rary concerning folklore , supers titions , and history. We will be  happy 
to make it availab le to our patrons and will keep it in our reference department . "  
McClelland Public L ib rary ,  Pueb lo , Colo . 

"I  am sure the people o f  Fort Lauderdale will find this book interesting . "  
Fo rt Lauderdale Pub li c  Lib rary , Fort Lauderdale , Fla . 

"This book is mos t interes ting and informat ive and we appreciate having it to 
add to our shelves . "  Illino is State University , Normal , Illinois ,  Bryant R. 
Jackson , Acting Director o f  L ib raries . 

"We shall be  happy to add this volume to our collection and I am sure it will 
b e  o f  real interest.  We have many users of this type of material and they will 
find these folklore statement s mos t  interes ting and informat ive. " New Mexico 
S tate Univers ity , University Park , N . M . , Ches ter H .  L inscheid . 

" Au nom de l ' Univers i tb de L ill e ,  
B ib l io thbque [I  like thi s  about " des ' 
de cet envoi. " P /Le Conservateur en 

' et au nom des lecteurs qui frequentent la ' 
lecteurs" ] ,  j e  vous remercie tres vivement 
Chef , la Sous-Bib lio thecaire , G. Kalflechy. 

"For an undergraduate college we have a well-developed collection of folklore 
books and your s cholarly work is a welcome addition to the holdings  of Mary 
Wash:i1tgton College of the Univers ity o f  Virginia . "  Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (Mrs . ) 
Carrol H. Quenzel , Ph. D . ,  Lib rarian and P ro fessor of  His to ry . 

"P lease accept our warm thanks for your kindness in s ending , as a gif t fo r 
this lib rary • • • • We very much app reciate your courtesy. " Toronto Pub lic Lib rary , 
Canada , H . C .  Campb ell , Chief Librarian . 
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INTRODUCTION 

Volume three of HOODOO-CONJURATI ON-WITCHCRAFT-ROOTWORK has finally been com
pleted , also enough work on volume four to set its  publication date at the end 
of 1974 . An index being prepared by  the CenteP foP the Study of CompaPative 
FoZkZoPe and Mythology - University of California , Los Angeles - will necessi
tate volume f ive . The CenteP previously had indexed my FoZkZoPe fPOm Adams 
County IZZinois ,  2nd ed . , 1965 . Between the app earance of  volumes one and two 
in April 197 0 ,  and present volume three near the end of  1973 , two experiences 
of  personal importance happ ened : first , af ter years of ab sence , I returned to 
f ield work , the actual collecting of  folklore among people themselves ;  and sec
ond , I b ecame acquainted on three occas ions with leaders in the folklore world . 
Bo th experiences deserve a few words . 

The third week of April 197 0 ,  volumes one and two o f  Hoodoo came from the 
press . A few days later I left by automob ile for Florida . If  I were to attemp t 
volumes three and four , I would need no t only a rest but also a renewed acquaint
ance and understanding of  my living sources - an incent ive to cont inue . These , 
I felt , could b e  ob tained only by returning to field work . A tape recorder went 
with me . 

St . Petersburg was a wi se choice , p sychologically perfect . Here I had re
started my folklore-collect ing career in 193 9 ,  after that exp erience wi th the 
Memphis police (v . l , p . XXXIV ; for attitude towards police , see letter to Edward 
Bufford a t  end o f  v . 2 ) .  Here also my wife had been with me (p . XXXIV} . How the 
city had changed ! The spac ious Gulf o f  Mexico beach had disappeared in the clut
ter of  real estate development , so had the little vegetab le farms on the way to 
it . The bay area on the inland side had become a megalopolis . As a field work
er , always sensitive to my surroundings , I felt depressed . During my rest ing 
period I occasionally practiced with tape recorder , but always my eyes watched 
for the man wanted . While in a repair shop , something having happened to my tape 
recorder , I became interested in a cassette recorder for the first t ime .  Its 
battery power fasc inated me . I could interview a person anywhere . If only I 
had had such a machine years ago ! There and then I made the great decision . 

The purchase of the cassette recorder having depleted my traveler checks , I 
went down to my bank to purchase new ones . As I was entering the bank , I saw a 
Yellow Cab standing in front o f  it . A short fat man , middle-aged and white , sat 
in the driver ' s seat . I asked how much it would co st to drive about the city for 
an hour . He answered $6 . 00 . " If you are still here when I come out , "  I said , 
" I ' ll ride wi th you . " The time had come for someone to drive me through the old 
black district so that freed from driving I could study it . 

My business in the bank took longer than expected because the cashier was busy . 
To him only could I deliver a letter from my Cinc innati bank permi tt ing me to cash 
their checks in the S t . Petersburg bank . The cashier of course had previously 
received instruc tions from Cincinnat i .  All this took time . Yet when I left the 
bank ,  that Yellow cab was still there ! I went over to it , leaned down and was 
about to say , "Let ' s  go . "  The driver was a black man ! Young , clean-cut nice
looking - light-brown ac tually (ILL . 3 ) . But let Mr . Clarence Cuppy , ex-para
trooper of South Vietnam , describe our first meet ing to my new cassette recorder: 

[My voice . ] (MP. Cupp y .. hePe
-
's the micPophone . )  

Thank you .. MP. Hyatt. The otheP day on Wednesday [May 2 7 , 197 0 ] , when I met 



I I  - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

�. Hyatt in front of the First National Bank - and immediately I recognized 
that he was a clergyman - he asked me about taking him around town for about an 
hour. Upon getting into the cab he began to talk about folklore� and then ex
plained to me about his interest in folklore. I started to tell him about the 
story of a gentleman who used to live not too far from me� about a hundred yards 
from where I live [ from where.he and I were talking ] .  a Mr. Hewett Dixon. EVery
one considered him a root doctor. etc. [ The complete story will app ear in volume 
four . ] 

Mr . Cuppy omitted one important matter. I told him that back in 1939 I had 
collected folklore at the Clark Hotel ( ILL. B ; also v. l1p. XXXV1 line 3 )  for the 
blacks of Memphis Town - a black district of St. Petersburg. Was the building 
still standing ? Yes1 but it had been condemned several years ago and was falling 
into ruin . Then1 af ter 31 years I learned it was not Memphis Town but Methodist 
Town . What an impression that Memphis episode mus t  have made on my mind ! 

All this new St. Petersburg material. 135-150 pages of it1 will app ear and b e  
explained in volume four . Here1 however I will identify the other illustrations 
from St. Petersburg . 

Near the same automobile and in front of the same house1 Cuppy takes a p icture 
(ILL. 5) of  me and the Prophet Warkiee Sarheed1 the latter wearing a pink turban 
he calls his seeing and hearing hat. Wearing this hat and under proper condi
t ions he can see the unseeable and hear the unbearab le. I interviewed him five 
t imes in f ive different houses. reminding me of Hamlet ' s  stage business of hop
p ing about the stage to confuse the ghost below . He heads a commune of twelve 
separate homes. In illustrations 19 I reproduce his business carq1 and in 22 a 
letter written to him by a patient or client - a rare document. the only one I 
have ever seen .  

Bishop Womack and I ( ILL. 6) 1 his arm about me1 stand at the side o f  his Temple 
Bus. We are on his own large plot of  land with a commodius house to our right . 
He too has a commune. the revers e  of  The Prophet ' s. People he has healed live 
with him. One of these patients. appear ing with him and me in an unpublished 
photograph. will tell us about his cure during the Bishop ' s  interview in volume 
four. Rumor considers the Bishop a former doctor. At least as a healer he was 
acquainted with hoodoo rites and symp toms and p sychosomat ic disorders . This 
interview from a veteran of World War II1 descr ibing his life and philosophy. is 
an amazing document . Its content. spontaneity and sincerity could make it a 
masterp iece ! 

Mrs. Davis1 a healer and I ( ILL . 7 )  are s tanding out side her home1 a house 
next door to Cuppy ' s .  He takes this photograph . We hold a spirit picture. a 
design revealed to her in a dream or vision . The medium is colored glass from 
broken bottles. but the red-yellow-blue rainbow ordinary paint . The special 
details about this unusual creat ion. as well as other wonders. she will narrate 
in volume four . The gray automob ile in preceding photographs is author ' s .  

Illustrat ion 8 is the old Clark Hotel at Methodist Town1 described in pre
ceding paragraph 6. Dur ing my collecting days back in 1939 there was an upper 
porch1 as you can see from the three second-floor doors leading out upon it1 
and a roof over it . My interviewing room was on the second floor1 surely to the 
rear. When I worked in a hotel I always paid my rent each day. 

I will now describe the three occasions mentioned in the opening paragraph o f  
this Introduction . Occasion one begins: 

Dr. Wayland D .  Hand in 197 2 invited me to attend the folklore section of the 
annual meeting of the Southern California Academy of Science ( ILL . 27 ) .  This 
meeting would be held in early May at the University of  California. Los Angeles. 
He had asked me several t imes in previous years to examine his great Index. which 
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included FolkloPe fPom Adams County Illinois, but  too  involved with Hoodoo I 
could never get away . That non-s top flight from St . Louis to Los Angeles , my 
fir s t  airplane , was an awesome adventure . He met me at the airpor t .  F irs t ,  he 
introduced me to the famous freeway as far as Santa Monica , where he turned o f f  
to p a s s  his house and continue on to the Marina . H i s  invitat ion had offered 
me his home or the University Guest House . I chose the latter as more conven
ient for everyone . Did we eat at  the Marina? Finally and early I bedded down 
in the Guest  House .  

Next morning I had coffee , fruit and pas try in the living room o f  our Guest 
House hos tess . The Gues t House does no t provide meals . Dr . Hand soon came by . 
We walked a short distance to the CenteP foP the Study of CompaPative FolkloPe 
and MYthology in Ralph Bunche Hall (usually shortened to  Bunche) , he a graduate 
o f  U . C . L . A .  Here at the CenteP I had an oppor tunity to examine an unusual folk
lore library , especially rich in magaz ines , and also to dip into the vas t  files 
of  the Index . Equally interes ting were assis tants and s tudents as they entered 
and were introduced . Came noon I was ready to eat , but first a chore had to be 
performed by our walking back to the Guest House . Yes , Univers ity Police had 
ticketed Dr . Hand ' s automob ile ! Only a gues t may park at the Guest  House . He 
moved his car to a nearby s tree t . We had luncheon at the Professors Club , the 
food being excellent . Each time we ate there I ,  now an inlander , concentrated 
on the excellent fresh f ish . 

Friday I attended the morning and afternoon folklore lec tures and discus sions , 
receiving between the two sessions a delightful surprise .  A man back at the 
CenteP waited to have luncheon with us - "Jackie" Starkey ! As soon as I learned 
from him that he knew my books , was an old Tr inity College Dublin man , and heard 
from Dr . Hand that Starkey had been at Abbey Theatre for years , a torrent o f  
words began t o  fall . W e  talked across several s treets and a t  the entrance t o  the 
Professors C lub did an Alphonse-Gaston rout ine ; he to my age , I to his brilliant 
career and unusual p ersonality . Dr . Hand s topped this deference contest by en
tering f irst  and asking us to follow . 

Here was a man relat ed to James Sullivan Starkey , the Irish poet , founder of  
the Theatre of  Ireland and the Dublin Magazine. I told Starkey my wife and I had 
read much of the Irish Renaissance literature , had attended several plays at 
Abb ey Theatre , long since gone up in f lames . On our first sight of  the building , 
outside and ins ide , i t  was diff icult to grasp that immor tality resided within 
its walls . Yes , sitting opposite me was a man who had personally known Lady 
Gregory , Yeats and o ther no table persons , including George Moore ; which r eminds 
me , if I can find it: 

DeaPest� 

Neil House� Columbu� Ohio 
Wednesday� May 11th� 1921 

The situation looks very pPomising • • •  I have told you befoPe� the LoPd somehow 
always seems to be with us • • •  BefoPe I foPget it� one of the men at ahUPah is an 
editoP of a Columbus newspapeP. He wants to put an aPtiale and my piatUPe in 
the papeP. WiZZ you please send the piatuPe of me in aleriaaZs immediately and 
I wiZZ Petum it as soon as I aan. Be sUPe to WPap it weZZ in aaPdhoaPd • • •  I met 
a man this moming [on the tPain] in the ahaiP [oP paPloP] aaP� who notiaing I 
was Peading GeoPge MooPe� asked me what I thought of him. It tUPned out that 
he was WPiting a magazine aPtiale about MooPe� and a long litePaPy disaussion 
developed • • •  [signed] Henry. · [The letteP was addressed to MPs. GeoPge AltenbePg� 
Cinainnati� Ohio. ] 



IV - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

That letter with others I found forty-two years later! In clericals! It was 
the only photograph I had had taken in years, and just two copies at that, all I 
could afford; one for Mrs. Altenberg, the future Mrs. Hyatt, and the other for my 
parents. After 1920 I was called Henry by almost everyone. The photograph in 
clericals can be seen at the end of Folklore fram Adams County Illinois, second 
edition. 

Sorry for this intrusion of my wife, but she and I had been in Los Angeles in 
1938, also in San Francisco, which I was soon to visit. There were rich memories 
from both places. Besides, these two cities were a part of my forgetting the 
recent Memphis episode (see v.l, Intro. p.XXXIV, lines lQ-42). 

Friday night, Dr. and Mrs. Wayland D. Hand gave me a reception in their modern 
home, spacious, beautifully designed, and furnished with rare taste. Here I met 
a hostess as gracious as my host. The guests were special too, all from the 
folklore world. How many were there? Thirty-five? Not everyone I had previous
ly met had been invited. I no longer remember names, there or anywhere else, un
less I take them down, but among those present were Dr. D.K. Wilgus, President of 
the American Folklore Society, and his wife. After an abundance of excellent 
food, drink, and conversation, most of us sat down, I in the center of a large 
setee with a tape recorder in front of me and its operator at my side. I, sit
ting, spoke briefly about why I began to collect folklore, gave a few experiences, 
and then asked for questions. To me the occasion was memorable. 

Saturday I again attended the morning and afternoon sessions of lectures and 
discussions. During the afternoon I remember being the center of attention on 
two occasions: (1) A young lady born in Finland and a Roman Catholic, who was 
lecturing, looked towards me and said she would be embarrassed to explain the 
next Finnish custom, because it contained some words not proper to use in front 
of a priest. She thought I, an Episcopalian, was a Roman Catholic priest. Some
one in the audience - surely Inkeri Rank of U.C.L.A., who knew Hoodoo - told her 
to go ahead, I would not be shocked. (2) Unexpectedly at the very end I took the 
chair to say a few words and invite questions. The preceding speaker had been so 
interesting I began by asking her a question! This gave me a moment to adjust to 
the novel situation in which I suddenly found myself. The day had been long, and 
since an evening activity would soon follow, I stopped my part of the action after 
fifteen minutes. The real chairman then declared the meeting ended. 

All speakers were excellent. One in particular I liked because he was the 
only high-school teacher to speak. For his course on folk song he played records 
and lectured. Here at the Quincy Library students frequently ask for FACI 2nd ed. 
Notre Dame, Catholic High School for girls, began long ago to use FACI 1st ed as 
a reference book. Years before when I attended 8th grade we had a delightfully 
written book on Greek mythology enjoyed by all of us. Surely our own living 
folklore with new beliefs being created daily would also be appreciated. What 
a collecting force these youngsters could become! 

That night the Academy of Sciences for Southern California held its annual 
banquet. Prizes were given, scholarships awarded, and experts spoke - one of 
the latter a nationally known ecologist. I sat next to a young man, a biologist, 
working on fish scales. Showing him a few scales on my hands, I suggested he 
might some day come up with a healing remedy. Surely, I theorized, my ailment 
could have come from my ancestors, the fish. I mean real fish, not Pisces my 
Zodiac sign (ILL.31). When I offered that theory to my dermatologist he made 
a gesture meaning let a hoodoo man stick to his hoodoo. Despite my rejection 
as a scientist, let me say this. Since June 1970 in Florida, when I ate a piece 
of half-spoilt fish, I have worn gloves! For the first two years, light weight, 
loosely knitted, white cotton gloves; for the third year, and only at night, 
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plas tic gloves over a liquid on my hands to make them sweat - not perspire . My 
ailment is under control but no t cured , and it is not catching . 

Since there wa s no Guest House hostess on Sunday , Dr . Hand brought me break
fast ; a large roll sandwich with ground ham and other mixtures ins ide (deli
cious ! ) ,  a conta iner of coffee , and several apples , the latter in a sack . I 
was already downs tairs with my two bags waiting for him , the key to my room on 
one of  them so that he pers onally could return it  to the proper place . Having 
plenty of time to catch my eight o ' clock plane , I had breakfast in that very 
reserved parking lo t of the University Guest House . Later , as I was about to  
board the plane , I remembered the television advertisement his  wife and I had 
joked about : Please tell MPs. Hand, "I ate the whole thing." 

Fifty-f ive minutes to San Francisco ! Again I was among memories . My wife 
and I in 1938, af ter Memphis , had crossed Canada from Toronto , driven down the 
Pacific Coas t as far as Mexico , Tijuana , and then retraced our route back to 
Los Angeles .  Here we took trains to Grand Canyon , Albuquerque (automob ile to 
Santa Fe and Taos) , Chicago and New York . We had all sorts of  adventures , the 
crazies t of them my wife ' s  ins isting upon us staying awake two hours , so that we 
could stand a few minutes in the clat tering and chilly outside vestibule of the 
Pullman , to watch pass ing by the three or four lights of Medic ine Hat ,  Canada ! 
The name and place had intrigued her since girlhood . She had already seen a real 
medicine hat, that of DoctoP E . D .  England , M . A . , Famous Mentalist (see Illustra
tions at end of  v . 2 ) .  What would she have said about The Prophet ' s  pink seeing 
and heaPing hat (ILL . 5) ! 

I was met at  the airport by friends from San Jose , Mr . & Mrs . Joy P .  Birdsley , 
sis ter and brother- in-law of the Pogges (ILL . 4 & 25) . They , having lived in San 
Francisco , gave me the complete outdoor tour of this fasc inating world city . From 
9 A . M .  to 3 P . M . , I looked a t  city and bay , always aware of the lat ter even when 
no t in sight , until we sat down to an excellent luncheon on Fishermen ' s  Wharf .  
Finally the Bird sleys returned me t o  my hotel . 

At Denver my cousin Wana came down from Wyoming to  be wi th me several days . 
She i s  a rancher as well as presently pres ident o f  the s tate ' s  retired teacher ' s  
association . Her two glor ious pic tures among the illus trations at the end of  
FolkloPe fPom Adams County Illinois, 2nd ed . , speak for themselves .  The day 
after her departure I took a bus tour down to the United S tates Airforce Academy 
and up Pikes Peak . Next day I flew to S t .  Louis and Quincy . 

Occasion two - mentioned in the opening paragraph of this Introduction - now 
follows : 

Illustrations 2 3  and 24 explain how I happened to attend the annual meeting of 
the American Folklore Society at the University of Texas at Aus tin . For the first 
time I had to make two airplane changes , one at S t . Louis and the other at Dallas . 
At  the lat ter place a kind gentleman , William E .  Brown , of McGraw Hill Publishing 
Co . , seeing me wandering ab out , asked , "Father , could I help you? " I expla ined I 
was hunting for the Aus tin ga te , also that I was an Ep iscopalian father . "Good , "  
he replied , " I  sang in the future Bishop Hines ' choir when he was a rector here 
in Texas . "  Well , he bought me a drink , sat with me on the way to Austin , and let 
me out of hi s taxi at Villa Capri Hotel . 

The lat ter , an extens ive and well- equipped estab lishment is just across a 
boulevard from the Pres ident Lyndon B .  Johnson Memorial Library and the Joe C .  
Thompson Center . I registered a t  the Center before the first three simultaneous 
sessions began and then, ins tead of selecting one of the three sessions , sat down 
in the Lobby to wait  for the appearance of my host Dr . Richard M. Dorson , and to 
watch the many regis trant s .  More than 450 persons registered . They came from 
every American state and Canadian province,  and many foreign countries . The girls 
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o f  all ages interested me . Here were modern women wi th brains, looks, style, 
liberated women, t he younger one s wear ing mini skir t s  and hot pant s. 

It wa s before and during the fir st coffee break that Dr . D or son appeared and 
began to introduce me to everyone . Mor e abo ut some of t hese people later . Here, 
for the general r eader , who does not realize the vast · extent of the folklore 
fi eld , I must include the program for the fir st day: 

TH E AMERICAN FOLKLORE SO CIETY 

PROGRAM FOR 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 

NOVEMBER 16-19, 1 972 

2400 Interregional 
Austin, Texas 78767 

and 

JOE C. THOMPSON CENTER 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

AUSTIN, TBXAS 78712 
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All Meeting Sessions Are in the Joe C .  Thompson Center 

FOLKLORE AND POLITICS - I 
(Room 2-102) 

Chairmen: KENNETH S. GOLDSTEIN, 
University of Pennsylvania 

DAVID C. SCHWARI'Z, 
Rutgers University 

1. Folklore and Politics in 
the Soviet Union. FELIX 
J. OINAS, Indiana Univer
sity 

2. Politics in Vietnam Heli
copter Pilot Songs. SAUL 
F. BROUDY, University of 
Pennsylvania 

3. "Don 1 t Shoot, Comrades": A 
Survey of the Submerged Joke
lore of Eastern Europe. JAN 
HAROLD BRIJNVAND, University 
of Utah 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER lc 
8:00-9:00 A.M. 

REGISTRATICN 
(LObby) 

9:00-10:30 A.M. 

THE STRUCTURAL ANAIXSIS OF 
FOLKSONG AND MUSIC 

(Room 3-102) 
Chairman: WILLIAM HUGH JANSEN, University 

of Kentucky 

1. The Oral Formulaic Structure of Blues 
Lyrics. MICHAEL TAFT, Memorial 
University of Newfoundland 

2. A Comparative Study of Folktale 
Structure and Musical Form. J. 
RUSSELL REAVER, Florida State 
University 

3. The Morphology of 'Ballads of Family 
Opposition to Lovers. 1 JOANNE D. 
KRAUSS, University of Texas at 
Austin 

4. The Reinterpretation of Tradi
tional Thanes for Revolutionary 
Purposes in the Peoples Republic 
of China. MAXINE L. MISKA, 
University of Pennsylvania 

FOLKLORE AND POLITICS - II 
(Room 2-102) 

Cbairmen: KENNErH S. GOLDSTEIN, 
University of Pennsylvania 

DAVID C. SCHWARI'Z, 
Rutgers University 

1. Folklore and Nationalism in 
Finlard. WILLIAM WILSCN, 
Brif!tlam Young University 

2. Bengali Nationalism as 
Depicted in the Folklore 
of' Bangladesh. ZAHURUL 
BAQUE, Alcorn A. &·M. 
College 

J. Esoteric-11:lcoteric Expeda
tions of Red-Neck Behavior 
and Country Music. PATRICIA 
AVERILL, Heidelberg College 

10:30-10:45 A.M. 

Coffee Break 

THURSDAY, NOVI!HBER 16 (cont.) 
10:45 A.M. - 12:15 P.� 

THE FOLKLORE OF RELIGIOUS SECTS 
IN THE U.S. AND CANADA 

(Room 3-102) 
Chairman: DON YODER, University of 

Pennsylvania 

1. The Shaker Spiritual and Its 
Reshaping of Traditional Tunes 
and Texts. DANIEL W. PATTERSON, 
University of North Carolina 

2. The Weberi te Sect in Colonial South 
Carolina. WALTER L. ROBBINS, 
Nasson College 

3. Folk Ethics and Applied Folklore in 
the Russian Spiritual Christian Com
munities of the Southwestern United 
States. WILLARD B. MJORE, Diablo 
Valley College 

.... Field Work in Kentucky Poli- 4. 
tics and Folklore. HUGH M. 
Tll<lKASON, Western Kentucky 
Uni:.rersity 

Mischief on the M eeting Ground. 
MELVIN R. MASON, Sam Houston State 
University 

FOLKLORE AND COMPUTERS 
(Room 3-120) 

Chairman: KENNETH KETNER, Texas 
Tech University 

1. Ccnnputer Analysis and the Study 
of Dance. AlAN LOMAX, Columbia 
University 

2. Computer Analysis and the 
Study of Tunes. JEROME WENKER, 
Indiana University 

3. Computer Analysis of Folklore: 
TJJe §tate of the Art. ELLI 
KONGAS MARANDA, University of 
British Columbia 

THE COMPUTER AND INFORMATION 
Iml'RIEVAL IN FOLKLORE ARCHIVF!l 

(Room 3-120) 
Chairman: JOSEPH C. HICKERSON, 

Library of Congress 

Panel: 
DENNIS COElHO, Indiana 

University 
ROBER!' GEORGES, University of 

Califonda, Los Angeles 
TCII BJRNS, University of 

Pennsylvania 
KAHn: BALDWIN, Wayne State 

University 
JOSEPH C. HICKERSON, Library 

of Congress 
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ASPECTS OF NARRATIVE ANALYSIS 
(Room 2-120) 

Chairman: ROGER D. ABRAHAMS, 
University of Texas at 
Austin 

1. BahaJIIi.an Narrative After 
Twenty Years. DANIEL J. 
CROWLEY, University of 
California, Davis 

2. "Ole' Man, Dead Man": 
Pers,mal Narratives of a 
TexllS Rancher. BEVERLY 
STOEDrJE, University of 
Texas at Austin 

3. Zuni Narrative Performance: 
Pause, Clause and Parallel
ism. DENNIS TEDLOCK, Yale 
University 

4. Style in the Traditional 
Narratives of the Palouse 
Country. DON HINES, Washing
ton State University 

5. Humorous Narrative and Israeli 
Self-Image. ELLrOTT DRING, 
California State College, Los 
Angeles 

APPLIED FOLKIDRE - I 
(Room 2-102) 

Chairman: RICHARD BAUMilN, 
Universtty of Texas at 
Austin 

1. Folklore and -�he Desegre
gated School. WILLIAM R. 
FERRIS, JR., Yale Univer
sity 

2. Folklorists and Craft 
Revival. RAYNA GREEN, Univer
sity of Massachusetts 

3. Folklore and Medicine: 
Applications in Teaching, 
Practice and Research. DAVID 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER lc (cont.) 
1:30 - 3:30 P.M. 

FOIKIDRE AND THE EDUCATION AND 
SOCIALIZATION OF CHILDREN 

(Room 3-120) 
Chainnan: CHARlES S. ADAMS, University 

of Massachusetts 

1. A Bibliographic Review for Folklore 
and Education. RICHARD S. TALLMilN, 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 

2. A Plea for Greater Use of Folklore 
in High School and College Classes. 
KARL AMES, University of Texas at 
Austin 

3. Patterns of Learning in Newfound
land: The Interaction of Tradition 
and Education. WILFRED W. WAREHAM, 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 

4. Oral Narrative Among Bilingual 
Children of Rural-Urban Migrants in 
a Peruvian City: Acquisition of Con
tent and Style. JEAN MAYO MAC!.A.UGHLIN, 
Indiana University 

3:3-J-3:45 P.M. 

Coffee Break 

THURSDAY, NOVEM�ER 16 (cont.) 
3:45 - 5:4') P.M. 

FOLKIDRE IN AFRICAN LITERATURE 
(Room 3-102) 

Chairman: SUNDAY O. ANOZIE, University 
of Texas at Austin 

Respondent: KOFI AWJONOR, State Univer
sity of New York at Stony Brook 

1. Arabic Folk Biographies: A r::d tical 
Analysis. SAM! A. HANNA, Univers:lty 
of Utah 

2. Folklore in East African Li terl\ture. 

3. 
IEE HARING, Brooklyn College 

Retentions of Traditional Style in 
the Novels of Thomas Mbfolo. DANIEL 
P. KUNENE, University of wisconsin 

H. HUFFORD, Memorial Univer- 4. 
si ty of Newfoundland 

Kofi Aw�onor1s This Earthb£Mf 
Brother • • •  as an African rge. 
iUCiiARii PRIEBE, University of Texas 
at Austin 4. Applied Folklore and Southern 

Mountain In-Migrants in Detroit: 
Health, Law, and Family. ELLEN 
STEKERl', Wayne State 5. Response. KOFI Ai«>>NOR, State Univer

sity of New York at Stony Brook University 

6. Social Darwinism and Definition in 
African 'Folklore' and 'Literature' 
Scholarship. AUSTIN J. SHELTON, State 
University of New York Colle� at New 
Paltz 

NON VERBAL Am'S Ai'iD T RADITIONS 
(Room 3-102) 

Chairman: JAY ANDERSON, Pennsylvania 
State University, Capital Campus 

1. Traditional Newfoundland Cookery: 
A Vanishing Art. HILDA MURRAY, 
Memorial University of Newfound
land 

2. Basket Weaving in Kentucky: A 
Folk Art. W. LYNWJOD HJI'Il'ELL, 
Western Kentucky University 

J. Ben Owen, Master Potter, Moore 
County, N.C. : A Traditional 
Potter with an Artist's Integ
rity. CECELIA CONWAY, Univer
sity of North Carolina 

4. The Well Wrought Pot: Folk Art 
and Folklore as Art. MICHAEL 
OWEN JONES, University of 
California, Los Angeles 

FOLKIDRE AND THE EROTIC 
(Room 3-120) 

Chairman: FRANK A. HOFFMANN, State 
University of New York College 
at BJ.ffalo 

1. Studies in Erotic Folklore: A 
Second Look. FRANK A HOFFMANN, 
State University of New York 
College at ��ffalo 

2. The Handwriting on the Wall : 
Graffiti at a University. 
DELL R. SKEELS, University of 
Washington 

J. Erotic Traditions in Victorian 
Literature. LYDIA FISH, State 
Tlnlversity of New York College 
at Buffalo 

4. Sado-Masochistic Games ��ong 
Arlerican Adolescer1ts. TERRENCE 
L. STOCKER, Southern Illinois 
University 

5. The Stuck Tampax: Menstrual 
Beliefs and Modern Legend. 
ABB8 "NUDELMAN, Indiana 
University 
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On Fr iday , November 1 7 ,  197 2 ,  in the Empress Room , Villa Capri , came the 
annual luncheon of the Fellows of the Amer ican Folklore Society . Dr . Richard M .  
Dorson , President of  the Fellows , introduced me and read several letters from 
Quincy , Ill inois . He had prepared me for the letters by asking my permission to 
read them . How the Mayor of  Quincy , and Carl Landrum , the Historian of Quincy , 
and Caroline Sexauer , Librarian , sp eaking for herself as well as the Board of 
Directors and the Staff of the Public Library - how these three persons knew I 
was in Texas perplexed me . It was no t until I returned to  Quincy that I di s
covered the culprit (ILL . 25 ) . To have been invited to this annual luncheon as 
guest of honor was a rare recognition indeed . 

Af ter the af ternoon sessions , on reaching my ho tel room I found flowers and 
three telegrams ; the lat t er from the Pogges , Xerox and IBM regional representa
tives . The flowers puz zled me . Then I saw the small corner of something pro
truding from under the container . The card read ManpoweP� Ina. �  Jane & John 
[Ray]. I b egan to suspect the name of the Quincy culprit . 

Saturday night brought the annual banquet of the American Folklore Soc iety. 
preceded by a cocktail party , both in the Regency Room of the Villa Capri . 
While I was standing there watching the crowd gather and drink , here came an 
attractive young lady with whom I had talked several times previously , Lydia 
Fish . You will find her name on the preceding Thur sday schedule of lectures ,  
the afternoon ses sion FOLKLORE AND THE EROTIC . I was delighted t o  learn that 
folklor ists  had no t only discovered sex but also were talking ab out i t  openly . 
Volume 3 of Hoodoo would contain a considerable amount of sexual material , 
belief s and rites long delaying the publicat ion of Hoodoo. Well , I bought Lydia 
a drink .  Later , she seeing some friends wi th whom she was eat ing , I moved over 
to the buffet around which people had star ted to gather . The food looked and 
vas delicious . I f illed my plate . Where would I sit?  Were tables reserved? 
Then I saw the very man who could help me , the S ecretary , Prof . Kenneth S .  
Goldstein of the University of  Pennsylvania . To my quest ion about sitting any
where , he replied , "No ! No ! You are sitt ing at the head table . "  He may have 
said dais, I no longer remember . In any case I was amazed . As you look at the 
head table I went up and took the end seat to the right . There were about 
twelve seats . 

I had been eating abou t five minutes when Dr . Dorson came up and sat beside 
.e .  My dinner companion he explained , would be a Lady from London , the Secre
tary of the English Folklore Society . He thought we would have many things in 
common to talk about . There would be several other p ersons from foreign coun
�ries . As soon as eating ended and the meeting opened , the master of ceremonies 
would introduce the guests of honor . He , Dr . Dorson , had asked for the special 
privilege of introduc ing me , and that was the reason I would b e  introduced la st . 
Bo, he was no t sitting at the table of honor but down there , a table just  b elow 
us .  

Well , the Lady from London and I had many things t o  di scuss . Did the train 
still run from Oxford to Paddington , I asked? "Yes , "  she answered . My wife and 
I used to think that sixty miles in sixty minutes was the greatest ride on earth 
�o London remember; no t to Oxf ord ! And how Americans avoided London back in tho� 
days . As soon as the boat docked at Cherbourg or Le Havre , nine-tenths of the 
passengers disembarked to rush up to Par is . Today in London , throw a st ick and 
you'll hi t an Amer ican ! 

The gavel sounded , the master of  ceremonies was ab out to introduce the guests 
of honor . Quickly each guest was introduced , briefly hands were clapped , while 
in�roducee sat there trying to look pleasant . Then we were informed that Dr . 
tichard M .  Dorson would introduce the last gues t .  He came to the podium, said 
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a few words about my books • • •  the whole thing happened in a f ew minutes . I was 
stunned , absolut ely stunned! Everyone in the Regency Room , even those at the 
high table , was standing and clapp ing . I had received an ovation! 

Eventually I found myself on an O zark plane to St . Louis . Approaching the 
city we ran into a terrific rainstorm. We would move· along slowly , then drop 
down a few f eet and move along slowly again . It was like walking down steps , 
put ting bo th feet on each step . Suddenly we were below the c louds , the ground 
looked very near to me , an unexperienced air traveler . The pilot made a beau
tiful landing . And then I heard the man behind me talking to the woman with 
him : I neveP thought we wouZd make it: Several months later , this spr ing or 
summer , the O zark did no t make it . It was the worst plane disaster ever to 
happen in St . Louis . 

To catch the plane for Quincy I had fifteen minut es . That airport in St . Louis 
is a confusing place , but I made the connection . Every seat had been taken ex
cep t  the one next to me . A man ' s  vo ice said , "Father , may I sit next to  you? " 
I answered , "Delighted!" Then , as always , I explained that I am an Ep iscopalian 
priest ret ired . To his quest ion about my destinat ion , I replied Quincy . He gave 
me the bad news . Conditions in Quincy were bad , I would probably be compelled to 
cont inue on with him to Burlington , Iowa . Meanwhile why not relax and have a 
drink with him . I accepted .  We did land in Quincy , in a snowstorm and four 
inches of  snow . I said goodbye to my companion , E . G . Sutherlin , vice president 
and plant manager o f  the Modern Welding Company , and walked carefully across the 
snow . I t  was cold . No one was outside except a f ew airfield employees . My 
niece met me . 

Oaaasion thPee - last of  the oaaasions ment ioned in the f irst paragraph of this 
Introduction - now begins : 

Dr . Wayland D .  Hand in July , 1973, deciding to drive east to meet his speaking 
engagements in Indiana and Arkansas , stopp ed in Quincy to pick me up as a travel
ing companion . Since he had little time to spare and was a day late in arr iving , 
we could no t put together a recep tion for him.  The Pogges , including the two 
younger o f  their four daughters , Jean and Judi entertained . We invited only my 
other assistant Mrs . Harry Dyel and her husband . 

In Terre Haute we stayed at Indiana State University ' s  Hulman Center , formerly 
a very large downtown ho tel . As a spec ial feature of the Center , the former ball
room had been converted into a summer theatre . The size of  the university , 15,000 
students and numerous buildings would later impress me . Besides , I did not real
ize that Terre Haut e had grown so large , past 80,000 inhabitants . Soon after 
arriving we drove out to the home of Dr . and Mrs . Roland L .  Baker (ILL . 2 )  to 
have dinner with them . 

The two-day sessions o f  the Hoosier ' s  Folklore Society were a great success 
in attendance , sp eakers , and discussions . The f inal day everyone attended a 
luncheon downtown . The second and third nights Dr . Hand and I were again enter
tained by the Bakers , the last night being quite a party . Here once more I saw 
Howard Wright Marshall ( ILL . 2 ) and his wife , she a graduate of  Stephens College , 
the only one of  these much publicized girls I had ever seen . He by the way , a 
nat ive o f  Moberly , Mo . ,  was almost a neighbor of mine . As an athlete he had 
played aga inst Culver- Stockton College at Canton , Mo . ,  which brings him even 
closer . Both he and his wife are musicians .  

Next morning Dr . Hand and I had breakfast at Hulman Center with Dr . and Mrs . 
Allen Walker Reed ( ILL . 2 ) 1 and then drove , I mean tried to drive them to  the 
airport . We were almost there when we lost our way and drove round in a circle 
before reaching our destination . Af ter the airport we cont inued on to Blooming
ton , home o f  Indiana University . 
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Later that afternoon we called upon Prof. and Mrs. W. Edson Richmond. The 
lat�er was the first woman senior warden I had ever met in the Episcopal Church! 
I told her that back in 1920-1921 in the Diocese of Southern Ohio three or four 
of us young clergymen had fought for the right of women to sit on the vestry. 
the diocesan convention ran the steamroller aver us. We were considered danger
ous radicals! The Richmonds, as well as the Roberts family met next day, were 
interested in Norwegian folklore. At one point in the conversation I reminisced 
about Oslo. My wife and I, while still residents of England, decided in the 
sa..er of 1925 to visit Oslo, Stockholm and Upsala, and Copenhagen. (As a matter 
of fact we would then continue on to Hamburg, Berlin - where I had been in 1923 -
Paris, and back to Oxford.) I had never been in these three northern countries, 
chough they were known to Mrs. Hyatt. We left Newcastle upon Tyne in a 2000 ton 
boat for Oslo. It looked like a rowboat when compared to the trans-Atlantic 
l±oers BePengaPia and EmpPess of BPitian; and like a rowboat behind an oldtime 
s�eruvbeeler on the Mississippi River, our Newcastle boat bobbed up and down for 
24 hours in an exceedingly rough North Sea. The only part of the voyage !enjoyed 
aaa breakfast the second morning while going up the Fiord to Oslo. Yes, I remem
bered Oslo very well: the streetcar or tram tracks passing the Opera House, this 
.a±n street continuing on towards the distant Royal Palace; the location of our 
�e1 vith its corner entrance to the restaurant; and the excellent restaurant 
apposite the University Library, the latter then a rather small building. At 
� latter restaurant we were served cooked whole, unopened immature peapods 
�th baby peas inside - in other words very unripe peapods, a delicacy! Were 
tbese peas still served? As on all our trips, we had an unusual experience. This 
aae happened the morning our night express from Warsaw to Berlin to Paris reached 
tbe border of France. We were awakened by shouting outside our compartment win
dow. The commotion continued for about a hour, delaying our train. A young man 
ta i&rsaw, Poland, had tied himself under the train beneath our future compart
�� and had ridden that way with only the brief stop in Berlin, where we boarded 
tbe train. This was an incredible feat of endurance! Moreover an amazing coin
cidence had occurred the night before. While this Pol� was riding and suffering 
�th the train, only a foot or so beneath my feet, I chanced to be reading a 
P..raee classic in which the author discusses the suffering of Jesus for the sins 
af .an. He could neither understand the purpose nor the ethics of such suffering. 
I was t.pressed by his objections. The name of the author I am unable to remem
� a� the moment. This book, a classic for many years when I bought it, will be 
taaad in the bibliography of the original GO lden Bough. Normally I did not carry 
� .e such a serious book. Usually on the continent I picked up at any rail
� ·��ion something from the Tauchnit2 Edition: co l lection of BPitish and Am
� AuthoPs, a paperback selling for about 10¢. I have one in front of me now: 
�ise Bierce, In the �dSt of Life, vol.2814, bought in 1923. In Paris we 
wrrended the fascinating French Colonial Exposition, the feature of which was a 
�sized replica of the facade of the Angkor Wat OP Vat. The food in the 
&E8taazants of the Exposition was outstanding, food that no longer is served to 
� pablic. That reminds me - we had refreshments at the Richmonds. 

a.e1yuue calls her Linda nJgh, though she is a professor and an author well
, a in the folklore world. A native of Hungary and an authority upon its folk
J.ma. I had met her at the Annual Meeting of the American Folklore Society in ' •In• where she was chairwoman of one of the sessions and also lecturer. The 
� of our stay in Bloomington she and her husband gave a reception for us. 
� been invited to arrive early, we had an excellent opportunity to talk to 
� alDae in her study, a place of distinction reflecting her own warm personal
�- Sbe asked me to autograph Hoodoo volumes 1 and 2, a surprise and honor. 
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Later I was again surprised and delighted to meet some of her students who were 
actually working on Hoodoo! No one left the party , a tremendous success , until 
11 P . M.  

Next morning we had a sub stantial breakfast with Prof . and Mrs .  Warren Roberts , 
she cooking the pancake part of the meal on a small stand near her . We ate in an 
outdoor living room or F lorida room. Here as everywhere I enj oyed the conversa
t ion . A real surprise came j ust  as we were leaving and had been taken into the 
formal living room . Prof . Roberts was a skilled cabinet maker ! He had made the 
period furniture we were looking at . 

All these folklore people at Indiana I found interesting . Unfortunately Dr . 
Richard M .  Dorson , D irector o f  the Folklore Inst itute , was in England . 

On leaving the Roberts we drove to Columbus , Indiana to see Prof . Stith Thomp
son , one o f  the earlier persons interested in folklore .  H e  and his wife , living 
at the Four Seasons Retirement Home , had invited us down to luncheon . I had 
never seen a retirement home quite so large , so modern , and so well arranged . 
The dining room was formal , a large square , perhaps a story and a half high , and 
well lighted by windows . All visitors ate in a central square lighted by a glass 
dome . This permitted residents to leave occasionally their own tables or to see 
other guests . We had quite a walk along halls to reach the Thompson apartment , 
where we sat out s ide on a screened porch looking out upon open country . Here the 
Thompsons were near Indiana University , their former home. By the way , those 
halls had a purpose; walking exercise and recreation . Each hall turned b efore 
reaching its normal end , thus leaving a large cubicle with comfortable chairs and 
several tables , where a t ired walker could rest or a group of persons could meet 
for conversation or games . 

From Columbus we returned to Terre Haute to p ick up Interstate 70, a modern 
d ivided highway that eased our way across Illinois to St . Louis , Mo. As we had 
feared , the evening rush hour caught us near East  St . Louis . We were soon among 
the automobiles backed up for miles trying to reach and cro ss  the Mississippi 
River bridge that unloads in St . Louis near Busch Statium . Worse , there were no 
traff ic s igns indicating proper lanes ! Not one policeman - standing , on motor
cycle , in automobile - d id we see . I had not been in such a traff ic jam for 
years . F inally we are out of the traff ic j am but driving in the wrong direction ! 
Three t imes we had to ask at service stations how to reach Holiday Inn , North , 
the one near the airport . I was t ired , my arthritic bones ached . Could I con
tinue on to Arkansas? 

The following morning I continued on to Arkansas . Vance Randolph I had to 
meet ! Soon after my arrival in Fayetteville , I learned t hat Mts . Vance Randolph , 
the former Mary Celestie Parler , was a folklore collector and an outstanding per
son in her own right , one of the treasures of the University of Arkansas . To 
have missed them both would have been a serious misfortune . As folklorists they 
lived in a building appropriately named - Skull Creek Apartments! Dr . Hand and 
I ,  guests o f  the Randolphs , stayed in a nearby apartment building . Each morning 
we had breakfast in the Randolph apartment , a meal prepared by a graduate student 
who cooked and served . So impressed was I that later I wrote to the Randolphs: 
Those breakfasts with the Randolphs, food and conversation, could anything have 
been more delightful? Such breakfasts I have not had in years. Food? You know 
a clergyman is writing this. EVen attending the Episcopal church with you and 
Dr. Wayland D. Hand was an event. Please e�tend my greetings to the Rector, I 
liked him. Dr . Hand gave two univers ity lectures ,  one during the day to Mrs .  
Randolph ' s  class of folklore students; the other , next night in a univers ity 
lecture theater open to the pub lic . As we were leaving the theater a young man 
approached me saying he had always wanted to meet me , "I am Wayne D .  McGinnis , 
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a fellow countryman from Adams Count y ,  Illinois - from Ursa ! " This was my last 
surprise for the trip . Next morning Dr . Hand star ted on his drive back to  Cali
fornia . I accompanied him as far as Tulsa , Oklahoma , where I took an airplane to 
S t . Louis and , because the Ozark Air Line was on strike , an automobile to Quincy . 

That eight-day trip with Dr . Hand had been one of the great adventures of my 
life ! I was tired , dead tired . Not in years had I been so physically and men
tally involved , except with Hoodoo. 

Having finished the three oaaasions of paragraph one o f  the Introduction , I 
must now complete the identification of the remaining illustrations - numbers 
9-1 7 . 

Mrs .  Alfred F .  Pogge ' s  letter (ILL . 2 5 )  about my devo t ion to the completion o f  
Hoodoo caused the inclusion o f  illustrations 9-17 , pictures o f  my wife ' s  and my 
final home at the edge of the village Gladstone , New Jersey . Here I finished the 
second edit ion of Fo ZkZoPe fPom Adams County IZ Zinois and decided to do something 
about those cartons of hoodoo mat erial in the garage (ILL . 9 ,  15 ) . 

Originally we purchased the Gladstone property about 1948 as a weekend retreat 
from the noise and dirt of New York City , but we moved in permanently three years 
before my wife ' s  death in 1963 . Through the years we remodeled and landscaped 
this double farmhouse . It  was bought from S t . Bernard ' s  School , then college 
preparatory for boys , now Gills-St . Bernards for girls and boys . Their property 
and two public roads surrounded us , except our three acres across  Mendham Road 
(ILL . 9 ,  10 , 15 , 17 ) .  To the south of the house and towards the village is Church 
Street , called "The Gladstone Road , .  in FaiP is Ouzo Land (ILL . l7 ) . Church Street , 
only 1/4 mile long , ends at the top o f  the photograph where Mendham Road crosses 
it . Beyond the lat t er road and among the trees and over to the house spread our 
preceding three acres (ILL . l7 ) .  

As we stand behind an L-shaped counter (ILL . ll )  having four electric burners 
under a stainless-steel hood , we can see the top of a table against the triple 
window, a window visible also in outside views (ILL . 9 ,  16 ) . To the left is my 
seat , to the right my wife ' s ,  and towards the counter a third - all armchairs . 
Two obj ect s  appear on the table , a hurricane lamp holding a square red candle 
half-burnt , and to  its left and lying flat , a black-bound springbinder containing 
a par t  o f  the typed manuscript o f  FoZkZoPe fPom Adams County IZ Z�nois , 2nd ed . 
That bulge to the extreme right happens to be a Chinese cloisonne vase on a high 
teakwood stand . Out through the window we could watch birds at our busy feeding 
station , see both the circular drive with its entrance from Mendham Road ( ILL . l5 )  
and part o f  the walk t o  the front door ( ILL . l6) , and therefore observe traffic 
passing by on Mendham Road or Church S treet , or anyone approaching the house . 
You will now understand why after my wife ' s  death I deserted my study to write 
at the table . 

Our backs to the triple window we face the former L-shaped counter and a 
similarly shaped counter with sink and coffeepot ( ILL . l2) . Between these counters 
runs a passageway through the door on the left , partly visible under the hood , to 
a rear exit and powder room . A large refrigerator intrudes on the far right . 
IOtice those convenient drawers facing the table . Finally we gaze through a 
doorless door , across the back-from-the-road part o f  a long living room , and out 
the corner picture window (ILL . lO) . Beyond or to the nor th is another acre o f  
oar land which adj oined S t . Bernard ' s  annual horseshow ground , and i n  t h e  d is
t&Dce the far-off hills up Pleasant Valley . Left o f  our acre or to the west ,  but 
GD school property , we could see a small swamp , home of redwing blackbird , and 
the bordering trout stream visited occasionally by great blue heron fishing , and 
frequently by killdeer (plover) repeatedly crying kiZ ZdeeP . Beyond , still to the 
.._t and dominating the landscape ,  rose the steeple o f  S t . Bernard ' s  Chapel . All 
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this we saw from the corner p icture window 1 including deer early in morning or 
late in evening coming down from the hills to drink; bats and fireflies; sunsets 1  
rainstorms . and blizzards . That corner p icture window can also b e  found among 
illustrations at the end of Fo lk lo�e f�om Adam s County Il linoi s. 2nd ed . 1 where 
my wife and I are sit ting in it . 

Now we are in the corner p ic ture window glancing back through the "dinekit"  
(dining-room kitchen) at  the trip le window (ILL . l3 ) . Near the top  of  the door 
notice the aluminum spotlight in the ceiling over the counter . That light i s  
turned on1  b y  the way; you can s e e  it shining on and over the edge of the counter . 
These photographs were taken in 1964 without flashlight or time exposure . Three 
obj ects  rest on the p iano; a fairly large oriental rug 1 a part of  which hangs over 
into the doorframe foreground; an intricately carved piece of bamboo on teakwood 

' stand; and that small bulge which is another piece of Chinese cloisonne 1 a very 
large bowl . All these oriental pieces 1 some unseen and unmentioned we bought 
years before in London at various times . 

If while in the corner p ic ture window we turn slightly to the left 1 we will be 
peeking through our Chinese sa�een into the other half 1 the towards-the-public
road half of the living room (ILL . l4 ) . This unusual and exo tic screen is what 
remained af ter my neighbor and helper 1 Edward J .  Z immerman and I removed the door 
and wall 1 excluding studs 1 b etween the former farmhouse parlor and kitchen-dining 
room .  Those unp laned oversized studs are no t the skimpy modern 2 "x4" '  s .  We sand
pap ered them j ust enough to remove the splinters • Next to the piano are a phono
graph and television. given dep th or distance from the eyes by that enlargment 
( 7 2 "x40") of "The Gladstone Road" (ILL . l 7 ) . This scene in sepia was among a 
choice of several the Chevrolet Automobile Company asked their dealers to buy 
and display . I bought mine through my local dealer about 1960  - the price $ 25 .  
It is considered a great rural snow scene . That open front door shows the glass
louvered porch (ILL . 9 1  10 1 16 ) .  Perhaps I should add here 1 that up under the 
eaves at each corner of the house was a spotlight turned on before dark . Even 
during the night we lived in a circle of light . 

Speaking of light 1 here I should shed a lit tle more of it upon the purpose and 
nature of these volumes called HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK 1 an 
unwieldly title I have reduced for reference purposes to Hoodoo rather than the 
po ssible but clumsy HCWR . As I have said somewhere .  my Fo lk lo�e f�om Adam s County 
Il linoi s - abbreviated FACI in references - was a co llection of general folklore 
in a small community . What I p lanned for my next investigation would b e  based 
upon the common magic rite of reversing - do the oppo site . Instead of the general 
fo lklore of FACI 1 I would limit my subj ect matter to witchcraf t 1  only a part of 
general folklore 1 collect it over a wide territory . and conf-ine my informant s to 
black people .  While narrowing the inquiry we must remember two facts: (1)  Witch
craft itself is a vast and comp licated field of  study 1 and ( 2 )  white peop le also 
believe what you will read in Hoodoo ( see v . l 1  Intro . pp . II-IV; also p . 4 1  line 23; 
p . 4 7 5 1  line 41; p . 57 3 1  line 7; p . 894 1 line 34; p . 896 1 line 27; p . 89 7 1 line 24; 
p . l323 1 lines 41-43; p . l8 7 0 1  line 40; p . l909 1 line 39; and elsewhere . )  

Why did I limit Hoodoo to black p eop le? (1)  What little hoodoo I gathered 
among the blacks of Adams County Illinois was not enough to indicate much of any
thing . ( 2 )  I wanted to collec t down the Atlantic Coast so that my wife could be 
with me occasionally ( see v . l 1  Intro . p . XV 1  paragraph 5)  and this meant Southern 
States . At this time 1 1936 1 I doubted whether I could work among blacks and 
whites simultaneously as I had done in Quincy 1 Adams County 1 Illinois . Remember 1 
all my collecting among blacks of the South occurred in the homes or ho tels of 
blacks . ( 3 )  I theorized that blacks 1 with less educational opportunities than 
whites 1 would preserve more witchcraf t traditions and current practices .  
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(4 ) Blacks were chosen beaaus e of their speaia l aonaentration in or near ai ties , 
or in aountry di stPiats (see v . l ,  p . XV ,  par . 6 ) . (5)  My preliminary experience 
with those first ten informants ,  interviewed in my New York City study,  indicated 
that witchcraft could be found in the South . Besides , I already knew fairly well 
Maryland and Virginia , where I would begin field work , many of my ancestors having 
come from those states . 

Witchcraft or hoodoo is a complex belief and practice involving almost every 
aspect of life . Nothing ever happens naturally . If you become lame , someone 
planted a POot for you to walk over ; if you have a headache , someone is burning 
a candle against you ; if  you are unlucky when gambling , someone has a stronger 
hand (a magic helper or good-luck piece) than yours ; if your business is bad , 
someone has dropped a �essed article in your place ; etc . Witchcraft  or hoodoo 
is a magic rite - whether acted out according to a formula or merely intended or 
wished - against someone ' s  welfare . The victim or his doator uses a counter 
magic rite for cure or protection .  Witchcraft concerns a person ' s spirit . To 
understand witchcraft a person must be familiar with the spiritlore upon which 
it is based . I have summarized the situation as follows : To aatah a spiPit, or 
to proteat your spiPit against the aatah ing, or to relea se your aaugh t spiPit, 
thi s is the aomp lete theory and praatiae of hoodoo (Hoodoo , p . 24 ,  lines 16-17 ) .  

In addition to the spirit basis of  hoodoo or witchcraft , we must  remember that 
the Name of God , the Three Ho ly Names ,  the Psa Lms , holy water , blessed candles , 
altars , and other Christian elements have been added . Hoodoo is a religion for 
many believers .  

Even so , we must realize that not every believer in hoodoo believe s the same 
thing , or believes with the same intensity . This of course is also true of 
Christians . No two doators are alike . A convention of doators would be amazed 
by the amount and variety of material in these volumes of Hoodoo. This aorpu s 
hoodooensi s  of mine is  not like the laws of  the Medes and Persians ahangeth not. 
Hoodoo is an amorphous body of  rites and substances continually changing . Not 
all the matter I discovered a generation ago would be found today . Even then 
commercialism ,  other i sms, and modern forces had been watering down for years 
the older witchcraft . Today , the modern revival of  witchcraft in many forms , 
openly practiced and widely publicized , will add confusion to a field already 
confused . 

I need not say that this conglomeration of material was difficult to grasp and 
handle . I wasted two year s o f  my life shuffling rites about , trying to establish 
a semblance of order . Even worse , what could I do about the sexual rites I began 
to discover 35 years ago ! Back in 1936 many sexual terms commonly used -freely 
today were unprintable and unspeakable . Consequently I felt obliged to separate 
.any of these rites from their interviews . As a result , later I had to restore 
some , not all , of  this deleted material to its original interview . Another waste 
of time ! In the end my attitude had to be , preserve the material by publication . 
aDd let someone else or other persons do the arrangement and commentary .  

Hoodoo therefore is  a n  archive to  b e  studied , a quarry to  b e  used in research,  
and not a logical presentation of  special subj ect matter . Nonetheless , I hope 
the intelligent general reader will also discover Hoodoo and browse in it . Bet
ter for his or her benefit , maybe in the future the cream of Hoodoo can be re
duced to a manageable one volume . 

In addition to  the preceding characteristics of Hoodoo I must  also emphasize 
aaother important one , the professional worker called doator and other names . 
Strange , I never heard of a woman being called doator. Today , perhaps she is . 
After I had interviewed 371 persons , I found in Richmond , Va . ,  my first real 
dOctor (p . 933f) . More doators followed him immediately . By the t ime I left 
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Norfolk, Va., I would no longer hunt primarily for magic rites, but living men 
and women who kept the hoodoo system alive. Always I sought the doctor , his 
appearance, personality, mannerisms, origin of his power, possible descent from 
a predecessor, activities, beliefs, methods, special devices, and the atmosphere 
surrounding him. This lat ter also meant a study of his clients. Naturally I 
still welcomed anyone having information pertinent to my search. 

Informa tion, accurate and reliable, was the very essence of that preceding 
search. Several persons have been surprised and shocked that I paid my hoodoo 
informants in the Southern States, something I did not do in Adams County, Illi
nois. In Adams County, where my identity was known, I collected general folklore 
(weather sayings, planting beliefs, black cat crossing your path, etc.) among an 
overwhelmingly white population ; among the black people of the Southern States, 
where I was completely unknown, I collected hoodoo (magically how to kill an ene
my, influence the j udge at a trial, make someone love you against his will, steal 
without being caught, etc. ) ,  hoodoo in the cities of ten being considered an under
wor ld activity. There was a reason for my payments during my hoodoo search in 
the South. First, I had to use a contact man who had to be paid wages and ex
penses, if he traveled with me . In each city I had to hire a local contact man, 
usually a taximan whose automobile I also rented. Somet imes I rented a room in 
his home for interviewing informants. Every informant who came to me knew that 
two persons were being paid. Sometimes the taximan was separate and I rented 
the room from a woman. Informants were paid on the basis of the amount and qual
ity of ma terial offered. How much to pay was always a problem. These informants, 
while I was interviewing someone else, had to wait in the waitingroom one or two 
or three hours before they could see me. Do you think they came to see me for 
the purpose of advancing human knowledge? Beside they knew I was writing a hoo
doo book that would be sold. And what about those professional men and women who 
visited me? They made or tried to make a living from their profession. I always 
respected their profession. I was there to learn from them, not to teach or 
criticize them. Would you, the reader, go to your dentist, physician or lawyer 
and expect to be treated free? Of course I had to pay these professional men and 
women. Could I pay them and no t the smaller informant ?  Now, on the other hand, 
when at St. Petersburg, Fla., in 19 70, I interviewed the WHITE WOMAN WHO SEES AND 
HEARS, she, an outstanding teacher with a M.A., wanted to be interviewed in the 
interests of knowledge. I did not offer this able woman money ! Unfortunately I 
lacked the scientific training to ask the right questions. I did, however, keep 
everything on a natural basis by asking the history of her health. 

We had in the last lines of the preceding paragraph an educated white woman 
who saw strange sights and heard unusual sounds. Her first husband divorced her 
because of these psyc hic gifts or psychologica l problems or physio logica l dis
orders. Many persons I interviewed could see and hear strange things. Even 
Edward Buf ford, my chief contact man, slept with a light burning to prevent the 
appearance of sp irits. On the other hand some of my informants welcomed the 
materialization of spirits :  I 'municate [ communicate] with spirits every nigh� • • •  
I 'm very we ll  e�erienced. I send them any place that I care to • • • •  I have been 
so good� I cou ld take a g la BB  of water and make anything appear into it. I get 
off sometime� I gets a doin ' an ' dissipatin ' an ' goes out fo ' a month " (from 
quotations at beginning of Doctor England ' s  interview, p.l386 ) .  I am unable to 
explain the preceding expression goes out except by the term black out . Some
t imes these seeing persons realize they are dreaming. For interesting examples 
of this, read about two persons who saw me before we met (p.l09 5, line 23 to end 
of interview p.l09 7 ) .  Having met or seen someone before is a well-known psycho
logical problem. I interviewed persons with all sorts of mental difficulties. 
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To become acquainted with a mind especially strange , read the quotations pre
ceding my interview of DoctoP Heard , p . l948 . No t one of the foregoing informants 
is a liar . The question I have been leading up to is : Did some of these black 
informants tell me a white man lies? A few did , but I tossed out their material . 
If you work carefully through Hoodoo , you will scarcely find an out-and-out lie . 
However , you will discover some made-up , legit imately made-up material . Let me 
explain . If on a visit to your M . D . you complain o f  a vague sort of pain or a 
dPaggyfied [ sluggish] feeling and he does not know what is wrong with you ,  he may 
prescribe something unharmful but possibly useful on the basis of his clinical 
experience or knowledge of you .  Similarly the same situation arose when I inter
viewed a hoodoo doctor . I f  my question was new or difficult for him , he would 
answer on the basis of his knowledge . He is making-up a legitimate remedy .  Re
member , "any woPk yo ' do,� it 's  five OP si:r: ways tuh woPk it " (p . l8 7 0 ,  line 13) . 
As a ma t ter of fact , some problems in hoodoo have fifty or one hundred solutions ! 
You will find few lies in Hoodoo . 

Several more illustrations need explanations . The Rt . Rev . Rob inson, L . L . [ D . ] ,  
D . D . , ( ILL . l8 ) , I did not meet , he being out of the city . This was a misfortune . 
Please observe his No Witchcraft Used , showing that what I call "hoodoo" or 
"witchcraft "  has been (with much other evidence) the common term for this prac
tice along the southern Atlantic coast for generations . Illustration 19 tells 
us more about the Prophet Warkiee Sarheed (see also ILLS . 5 and 8 ) . For the first 
t ime I had my palm read by professional palmists  - three of them . I will not say 
that these three palmists would have done so , but some of them , known to be only 
through informants ,  will hand out lucky numbers , supply advice in domestic af
fairs , counsel northern visitors on what property to buy or investments to make , 
and in fac t offer any information wanted . I now discuss the three palmists sep
arately: 

( 1 ) . Madam Chakta (ILL . 2 0 )  definitely Gives answePs to yoUP pPoblems . Would 
she advise me about some of my problems , I inquired . "No , "  she replied , but per
haps her mother would see me . Had I asked for an appointment with her mother , 
her mother would have been temporarily out of the city . These people are exper
ienced and clever . You have probably noticed that she uses the BIBLE-0-GRAPH . 
If you submit a question , she puts a blank piece of paper in the Bible , clo ses 
the book , and after several minutes opens it . Meanwhile there may be a little 
hocus-pocus to impress you . The paper taken from the Bible contains your answer : 
You need s pecial Peadings , or You wi ll succeed with propeP advice , etc . The 
�ssage had been written previously with invisible ink . I had had this tPick 
worked on me 30 years before in Little Rock , Ark . (see my opening comment on 
interview FAITH DOCTOR , p . l315 ; also p . l323 , lines 7 -10). That letteP fpom the 
spiPit tPick had been played on me soon af ter I had entered the doctoP 's  consul
tation room before recording could begin , but I kept it in my mind and recorded 
it indirectly later . 

( 2 ) . Asia Teal (ILL . 21) , my second palmist was a white woman . Unknowingly , 
Kr .  Cuppy and I visited her home on a no-work day , Wednesday ; but she must have 
peeked through the window and seeing my clericals became curious . Somewhere in 
BOodOo I say i t  would be impossible to collect hoodoo while wearing clericals . 
Forgive that nonsense . As  I look back at my mistakes , I actually never learned 
bow to collect hoodoo . We chatted a few minutes . She , a native of Ohio , had 
been in business more than 30 years . What did I think about the work on ESP 
at Duke University . Of course you are familiar with Bishop Pike ; etc . She 
t..ediately suspected that I was an investigator of some sort , though she did 
aot say so . The reading of my palm she conducted with skill and style . I had 
eacountered an expert ,  a master of her profession, much , much better than the 
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two black palmists here described . Besides, she charged me $ 2 . 50; they, $5 . 00 
each . At the end I suggested she might like to inform me about her work, her 
clients for example, for an additional fee, a worth-while one . Uninterested, 
she declined . The sp irit behind her knowledge of me had been exhausted .  A week 
or so later Mr . Cuppy and I attemp ted to meet her again .  There were so many 
automobiles near her house I thought someone in the neighborhood had died . No , 
said Mr . Cuppy (remember he is a taxi driver ) ,  she ' s  always crowded . Neverthe
less I sent him into the house to investigate .  He soon returned to report every 
chair was occup ied . Some of the clients had dropp ed in without appo intments .  
At a later date I telephoned her . Her husband, a part of  the busines s,  answered . 
After telling him I was the clergyman who had had a reading several weeks ago , 
she came to the telephone . She refused to see me : I said no and I mean no . And 
I knew she meant no . These people are licensed and can summon the po lice i f  
annoyed . Her name ASIA TE AL  I consider a possible cryptogram signifying Asia 
TeaZeaves ,  and that she started her work as a fortuneteller reading tea leaves . 

(3 ) . My third palmist,  black, lived acro ss the bay bridge and several towns 
south of St . Petersburg . I do no t have her card . She had a triangular altar set 
against the wall in the corner o f  her consultation room . It  held symbols of all 
religions ; cro ss,  crescent , a few queer looking angels I would have identif ied as 
devils, and o ther obj ect s . There were no candles,  but I tmagine they could have 
been supplied quickly had a believer requested a service .  The palm reading did 
no t take long . She lacked the poise and technique o f  the other two palmists . Her 
work was the altar . My questions about it disturbed her . "Excuse  me a moment , "  
she said,  op ening the door to the waitingroom and yelling to a boy we had seen 
outs ide when we enter ed the property . She yelled, "Did you feed the chickens? "  
Anything she yelled would have been sufficient , for I reali zed the signal had been 
given and the int erview had ended . Two minutes later an automob ile drove into the 
yard . Her f inal words were, " I  have ano ther appo intment . They have just arrived . "  

Illustration 29+29A+29B at  the end o f  this volume is a report in 19 20 to the 
former Icy Ho t Bo ttle Company of C incinnati,  Ohio . The president of this company 
a t  that t ime was Mrs .  George Altenb erg, my future wife - s ee my let ter of 1 9 21 to 
her, Intra . p . III . I had known her since July 2 2 ,  19 20, but knew no thing about 
this report unt il 44 or 46 years later, when I wrote on original of illu s trat ion 
29 as follows : This page and fo Z Zowing two pages about Icy Hot (thermos [ type ] 
bott Ze ) fi lms [motion pictU!'e fi Zms about Icy Hot ]  I found onZy after- I had 
star-ted to pub Zish second r-evised edition of Fo ZkZoroe froom Adams County IZ Zinois .  
�at a str-ange coincidence ! ! !  Hero money star-ted Icy Ho t factor-y� aZso paid foro 
my fie Zd wor-k and book; hero book fo ZZowing hero Icy Hot r-ound the woro Zd! This 
note in ink by Har-ry M. Hyatt� Mar-ch 23� 1966 . 

When I wro te that note the chances that I would ever complete and publish any 
part o f  Hoodoo were slim indeed . These three pages o f  the report I include among 
illustrat ions because they very much conc ern the second edition o f  Fo ZkZoroe froom 
Adams County IZ Zinois and also the publication of Hoodoo itself . 

Moreover, that notation of  mine on March 2 3 ,  1966  raises a s eeing problem o f  
my own, not a p sychic or supernatural one, because I use the word coincidence , 
but it  do es pose a po ssible unconscious tr ick of the mind . (For these seeing 
and hear-ing problems, s ee p . XVI ,  par . 2 f . ) Here is the sp ecific problem . Was I 
looking at this document for the first time as I thought , or had I casually 
glanced at it any time during the two preced ing year s and had forgotten i t ?  In 
an attemp t to so lve this problem, let me go back f ive months b efore March 23,  
1966 . 

Towards the end o f  October 1965 ,  the second edition o f  Fo ZkZoroe f�m Adams 
County IZ Zinois came from the press in an edition of 1000 copies . The book was 
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dedicated to the memory of my wif e ,  Alma Egan Hyatt . Then I did something some
what original , I created a suvermemorial by immediately mailing 700 copies of the 
book as a gift to 700 libraries round the world . The only copies ignored by 
recipients were the 15 scattered across  Russia and Siberia . Even Peking (no t 
Peiping but Peking on letterhead ) acknowledged its copy . Most of these thank
you notes were form-sheets or form-postcards , but many personal communicat ions 
also arrived . Some of the latter are quoted in the addenda at the end of Hoodoo 
volume 2 .  

If I had found 2 9+29A+29B before sending these books round the world , my 
action would have been a deliberate imitation of a former action by Icy Hot Bot
tle Company and not a coincidence . In other words , at the time of that notation 
I thought I had j ust discovered the document , five months after the books had 
started round the world . My notation should have read I found onZy afteP I had 
published. Whether imitati on or strange aoinaidenae , the idea of books round 
the world was surely original . You mus t  b e  told , that following my wife ' s  death 
I spent some months examining a mass of document s she had left . I could have had 
a previous glimpse of illustration 2 9 .  

While these books were on their way round the world , I was on the train to New 
York to consult with the bank, trustees of my wife ' s  estate . The summer quar terl) 
payment from the estate being long overdue , I had telephoned my trust officer for 
an explanation . He explained that the possibility of new payment arrangements hac 
caused a delay . If I were coming to New York City soon , the bank would like to 
confer with me about these  changes . I answered I had a book in the press and 
would b e  at the bank in about two months , sometime in October . 

When I r eached the bank my trust off icer referred me to the bank ' s lawyer , who 
could better manage the legal details . The latter also had been my wife ' s lawyer , 
had written her will . He was personally known by me . As I walked into his officE  
� hand held a copy of the newly r eleased Fo Zk ZoPe fPam Adams County IZ Zinois , b e
cause later that afternoon I would visit old friends , fr iends of my wife and my
self even in C inc innati  before our marriage . Af ter an exchange of greet ings , the 
lawyer briefly explained tha t a possib Ze heir to the whole of my wife ' s  estate 
bad appeared ! He was telling me this two years after my wife ' s  death , af ter all 
tazes had b een paid , after thousands of dollars in bequests had been honored ! He 
was talking about a possib Ze heir ! (All through this momentous conference , 51 
�ories up in the air , we talked calmly ! )  Then he handed me a copy of the will 
of George Alt enb erg , my wife ' s  first  husband . He bequeathed everything to  his 
wi£e Alma .  At a lat er date came the codic il , that after his wife ' s  death his 
estate would revert to his mother and sister or to either if the other had died . 
Ceorge Altenberg I never knew, he b eing dead b efore I r eached Cincinnati . 

I had r ead that will and all document s of  the estate two years befor e ,  they 
� among papers left by my wife ,  and I had not been disturbed by them . Two 
..eks aft er the bank meet ing , my wif e ' s  nephew Thomas Egan Feuss hired a f irm of  
la.yers to def end the large  b equest he had already r eceived from her estate .  One 
of �bese lawyers lat er called this affair the greatest case ever to involve the 
Probate Court , no lawyer he had talked to ever having heard anything like it . 
Bareover he stated that some competent person should publish all the documents 
... aunotate them ; it would b ecome a legal classic . He also added that I had 
�s for a suit agains t the bank . And all this occurred while I was trying 
t. pat together the first two volumes of Hoodoo ! ! !  

Here is how my present discus sion further conc erns Hoodoo. The bank did not 
& .... payments to me until the estate was settled almost three years later . Had 
� bank  learned one year sooner about the possib Ze heir , the s econd edit ion of 
lblkloPe [Pam Adams County IZ Zinois would never have b een published . Without 
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its publication no attempt would ever have been made to complete Hoodoo. 
S tmilarly revelant here , I must include one of my wife ' s  automatic notes writ

ten in 1922 j ust after she had sold the Icy Hot Bottle Company . Though undated , 
the subj ect matter o f  this note is unmistakable ;  not legal evidence of course , 
but meaningful in a search for truth . (For these automatic notes , see CONTENTS 
of present volume , next to last page . )  My future wife ' s  sister-in-law - THE 
CLAIMANT WHO WOULD REAPPEAR 45 YEARS LATER - had threatened to bring suit against 
her . Presumably she did this as one of the two residuary legatees of her broth
er ' s  estate , because she had not been legally notified of the intended sale so 
that she could protect her interests . There is no court record of such notifi
cation . On the basis o f  the will and lack of legal notification , the sister-in
law had the law on her side . D id she? 

The legal notification was never issued because my future wife clatmed always 
to have been the owner of her husband ' s  stock and the Judge of the Probate Court 
so allowed . The year before George Alt enberg ' s  death,  personal documents show 
she received the income on two large blocks of stock about half of the total . 
All this of course is not so stmple as it sounds . The Internal Revenue Service 
in Washington , D . C . ,  made the widow pay taxes on the estate , saying it did not 
recognize the decrees of a Probate Court . That IRS letter is a revealing docu
ment about the lack of woman ' s  rights ! 

However , one man in C incinnati did accept the decree of the Probate Court . 
Icy Hot was bought by the city ' s smoothest financial ope�toP , who planned to 
resell i t  as soon as possible to  the Thermos Bottle Company . I neither believed 
in 1965 , nor do I believe now, that this ope�toP or Thermos would have purchased 
a pig in a poke . 

Yes , my feelings were j ust that , as I sat opposite the bank ' s lawyer , my wife ' s  
own lawyer . Yes again , I was in a state of shock ; not about the money from her 
estate , I could continue to keep on living . Opening the book in my hand to  the 
correct page , I pushed it across the desk to htm. HePe is a pi�tuPe of the woman 
we aPe talking about.  What you and the bank aPe thinking, if not saying, is that 
this woman, known by me 43 yeaPs and maPPied to 40 yeaPs, ws a fPaud ! These are 
not the exact words of course , but the substance of what I said . In that hour , 
that book was what my hoodoo informants would have called a hand or a mojoh or a 
good- lu�k pie�e , my needed spiritual power . 

That photograph handed to the lawyer happened to be a part of a strange , 
s trange statement called "Pictures for Alma , " the addenda to Fo lk loPe fPom Adams 
County Illinois , second edition . It is a haphazard fragment from the material 
and memories I tmmediately began to collect about her after returning home from 
the burial in Cincinnati . This and the mass  of documents she left had kept me 
busy from October to spring as I lived there alone in the Gladstone home (ILLS . 
9-17 ) .  The book itself , ready to run off the press , I held up several weeks 
while I threw together some photographs and paragraphs from the preceding col
lection . This mixture , too large , I had to reduce to the present size by elim
inating half the paragraphs , one here and another there . Its purpose? My wife 
would have said I had foreknowledge of the trouble about to descend upon me . Can 
a man have a purpose who uses as a colophon for the book , his wife ' s  epitaph ! I 
did something j ust as unusual at her funeral in St . Lukes Episcopal Church ,  Glad
stone , New Jersey . The funeral service had j ust ended . At my side s tood my 
niece ; up in the chancel was my great friend , the Rev . J .  Langtry Willams (ILL . 28) 
assisting the Rector . No one in church knew about what would happen next . Eight 
men , dressed alike , undertaker assistants , came up the aisle . Each grasped a 
handle of the coffin . Instead of marching forward , they suddenly raised the cof
fin upon their shoulders , and then slowly lockstepped down the aisle . The silence 
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was broken only by an English-born woman who exclaimed in a stage whisper How 
English ! I had Alma not pushed out, but carried out; not as a soldier , but as 
a MasteP of Life . I had never heard o f  o r  seen a woman ' s  coffin on the shoulders 
of men . Those of you who saw on television President Eisenhower ' s  funeral under
stand how effec tive the rite can b e .  My undertaker had to make a quick search 
for eight trained men; you do not turn this sort of task over to a hastily gath
ered group of amateurs .  

Only one person ever mentioned "Pictures for Alma , "  Barbara Connelly (ILL . 3 0 ) , 
who typ ed FolkloPe fPom Ada!rB County Il linois: 

DeaP lJio. Hyatt,. 
Hope you aPe wel l  and enjoying the holiday season. 
I aan 't  te l l  you how excited I w:s when "Fo lk loPe fPom Adams County 

Il linois" aPPived! It gave me such a funny feeling to see rry typing 
in a book. (I immediately staPted looking foP impePfections! ) I loved 
the PictuPes foP Alma Section - it w:s so intePesting and beautifu l ly 
�itten. The coveP is ve� handsome looking a lso. 

ThePe 's  one thing I wish - that you wou ld �ite a biogPaphy of 
A lma - PatheP the sto� of youP life togetheP. It seems you had such 
an intePesting,. fu ll,. Pich life togetheP - it wou ld make wondePful 
Peading - if you wou ld shaPe it with the woPld. 

Thank you so vePy,. ve� much,. foP the book. I ' ll tPeasUPe it 
aluxzys. I just w:nt to tel l  you once moPe what a wondePful expePi
ence it w:s woPking with you. 

Hope you get in touch when you come East again. Wou ld love to see 
and talk to you .  

Fondly,. 
BaPbaPa Conne l ly 

There were special reasons why Barbara Connelly would mention "Pictures for 
Alma" and consider them "beautifully written . " Occasionally I showed her old 
pictures being enlarged in Morristown ,  New Jersey; some to be kept in an album , 
others to b e  framed seriatim: 9 and 3 in two separate horizontal frames , and 3 
in a vertical frame . These 3 frames still hang on my bedroom walls . The fact 
that my wife had been a successful business woman , I being an author , our long 
marriage definitely successful , would appeal to a 23 year old girl , mother of a 
2 year old son , both of whom lived with her parents .  ManpoweP in Morristown 
found her for me , someone who could work at home and meet me at least twice a 
week at ManpoweP. Problems or questions arising in between could be settled by 
telephone � I never met her except at ManpoweP. 

Barbara ' s  name in Hoodoo (v . l ,  Int�o . ,  p .XLII) intended to acknowledge the 
typing of FolkloPe fPom Adams County Illinois, 2nd ed . She had nothing to do 
with Hoodoo. In the same paragraph the name R . H .  Hayes should be R . M .  Hayes .  
This Introduction also forgot to include a margin title for New Orleans , La . ,  
p .XXXIII , and completely omitted descriptions o f  my work in: Sumter , S .  Car . ;  
Fayetteville , N .  Car . ;  Raleigh , N .  Car . , where I stayed only three days , my con
tact man and I being doubtful about possible work there; and Wilson , N .  Car . , 
where police , as  in Memphis , rushed into my interviewing room (see Police ! Police ! 
Police !  among illustrations at end o f  Hoodoo, v . 2) .  

Having confessed to error s and omissions in the preceding paragraph , and be
fore that having corrected a previous statement of mine about not being able to 
engage in field work whil e  wearing clericals (p . XVII , last par . ) ,  allow me one 
more correction where I say: PePmission [by Chiefs of Po lice ] of cOUPse w:s neveP 
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given in �iting (see v . l ,  Intra . p . XXXIV , line 19 ) . As soon as I returned home 
from . Florida in 197 0 ,  guess what I found ; a package containing all the letters of 
permission from Chiefs of  Police beginning with St . Petersburg and including my 
second trip to Memphis ! These original letters , permis_sion to work among black 
people and to ident ify me in case of a raid as the result of a complaint , will 
be filed with the manuscript , the transcrip t ions from the original cylinders . 

Before I forget , my only possible explanation for "Pictures for Alma " was and 
still is , they in a much abridged form tr ied to complement or answer my wife ' s  
automatic notes . The latter were messages written or scribbled with various de
grees of automaticaZity under great stress , fatigue , sorrow , to communicate usu
ally with a spirit . A good example of one type of automatic no te is the one 
written by my future wife in 1919 on a letter of thanks she had j ust received 
from Drecoll , her couturier in Paris , he located in a building opposite the 
Op era . The thanks were for the French mourning costume she had recent ly pur
chased , her husband having j ust died in Paris . (Mrs . Ivy Eisenman in her letter 
to me of March 21 , 1964 - at end of  "Pictures for Alma " - describes the co stume . )  
On my finding Alma ' s  no te in 1963 or 1964 , I immediately wro te an answer . You 
will f ind her no te and mine under it in volume 1, opposite unnumbered p . l  of the 
text . Should I reveal to you before the appearance of volume 4 ,  that her dead 
husband ac tually wrote a no te answering her preceding plea ? And that , dear read
er , is the real automat ic no te ! Automat ic no tes , fake ones at least , are common 
in hoodoo (see Hoodoo , v . 3 ,  Intra . XVI I ,  under Madam Chakta ) .  While do ing field 
work it never occurred to me to search for real automatic no tes surely used by 
some doctors . I mean a real no te written by the doctor , completely forgo tten ,  
and then rediscovered b y  h im  a s  a message from the spirit . 

Our final illustration, No . 31,  pictures the result of  my attempts for more 
than 50 years to produce a bookplate that would identify me . My first bookplate 
was one of  tho se two-pronged devices , ac tually a punch , into which you inserted 
the front flyleaf , pressed the two prongs together , and embossed EX LIBRI S over 
HARRY M. HYATT . Then followed a succession of designs , some in color . The lat
ter idea probably app eared in the 1930 ' s , after I became acquainted with Gordon 
Craig ' s  book Nothing . His colored designs were too small to express anything 
suitable for me . About two year s ago , after seeing an excellently designed 
Zodiac f ive or six inches in diameter , an inspiration flashed through my mind ; 
put the titles of  my two books within and around the circle . Should I enclo se 
everything within so lid black circular lines? No , leave everything open , give 
the spirit a chance to breathe , roam about at will . All this I did in less than 
an hour . After my design came off the press , I discovered a serious flaw ; the 
printer in twist ing the word HOODOO separated it  into HOO-DOO ! Instead of  a 
mistake ruining 1000 bookplates for my much reduced library , I rat ionalized the 
accident into a virtue . The flaw had converted the design into a perfect piece 
of magic . That is why the hunchback , the pegleg and the blind man ,  imperfec
tions , are lucky in folklore . And finally, no tice that this bookplate , the 
symbol o f  fifty year s of effort , is the colophon for volume 3 .  

Those wo rds Harry Middleton Hy at t  GeneaZogiaaZ Papers 1 9 '13  on the t itle page 
o f  this volume contain another archive of mine . This vast collection of original 
material is a documented study of , no t hearsay or guesswork about , my families , 
all o f  whom lived on the co lonial front ier . I began this search as a high- school 
boy , writ ing letters , visiting peop le , and later examining court and other rec
ords . These thousands of  pages of  material , much of it  in my own writ ing , as well 
as letters , account books , etc . , I have been Xeroxing into ten cop ies to be de
po s ited next year in well-known archives ,  such as V irginia State Archives ,  Rich
mond , Va . , Kentucky Historical Society , Frankfort , Ky . , and o thers . 
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A word about the name A Zma Egan Hyatt Foundation. It was once a legal corpor
ation paying for magaz ines , books , and my field work . There are no longer any 
funds to be granted . 

That per iod between May 1 9 7 2  (the trip to Cal ifornia) and July 1973  (visits to 
Indiana and Arkansas)  was the final great experience of my life . What I have 
writ ten about this adventure among folklore scholars and student s is very inade
quate . After rereading my account about them , a few more names must be mentioned : 

(1) . Herbert Halper t ,  Memorial University , i n  St . Johns , Newfoundland , Canada . 
Following that amazing conference with the bank ' s lawyer in New York City previ
ously described , I found on reaching home the first of those formal no tes o f  
thanks f o r  Fo lk lo�e f�om Adams County Il linois. Here at least wa s something that 
could no t be undone by a bank or court of law 45 years later ! Two weeks after
ward came Dr . Halpert ' s  let ter of November 19 , 1964 (see Hoodoo, v . l ,  Intra . 
p . XI) . I did no t even know that the first edit ion of FAC I was being used in a 
university . Several newspapers had printed popular articles , and once select ions 
from the book had been read on radio by Arthur Godfrey . I told Dr . Halpert at 
the Texas meeting his letter had given me the encouragement s orely needed to re
start Hoodoo. 

(2) . Alan Dundes , Univer sity of California at Berkeley , introduced himsel f .  
To my remark about seeing his book upstair s in the publishers display , he asked 
whether I had seen my name in it . I had not . He took me back upstairs and 
pointed out my name several times , promising to mail me a copy on returning to 
California . The book soon arrived and here is its unusual title : Mothe� Wit f�om 
the Laughing Ba��e l :  Readings in the Interp�etation of Af�o-Ame�ican Fo lk lo�e. 
Laughing Barrel? A black slave who could no t control his mirth , stuck his head 
down into a barrel to prevent his master from hearing the excessive laughter . 

( 3 ) . Bruce Jackson , Director o f  Center for Studies in American Cultur e ,  State 
University of New York at Buffalo . Later he wrote me a letter I cons ider , as I 
wrote to him ,  "a sens itive and understanding appraisal o f  Hoodoo. " 

(4) . Barbara K .  and Warren Walker , wife and husband , I rememb er qui te well , 
having watched them prepare for the presentation o f  a Turkish mo tion pic ture film 
SUSUZ YAZ , by Ulvi Dogan , first prize winner , Berlin Film Festival , 1964 . This 
vas a story or study of Turkish rural life . The Walkers once had lived in Tur
key , he winning a Fulbright Scholarship . She had written a number of books , some 
in cooperat ion with her husband , a list of which I have temporarily mi splaced . 
Both are at Texas Tech Univer sity , Lubbock , Texas . 

(5-10) . Daniel J .  Crowley, University of California , Davis , an expert on the 
Jamaica narrative ; Frank de Caro , Louis iana State Univers ity ; David Hufford , 
Memorial University o f  Newfoundland ; Alan Jabbour , Library of Congres s ;  Donald 
A. Bird , Central Michigan Univer sity ; and Dr . Mark? Meal ing? , Selkirk College , 
Castlegan , B . C . , Canada . 

(11) . Roder ich Moore , a very young man , was the last folklorist I met in 
Austin ,  Texas . As I sat alone at the high table watching the crowd leave the 
Regency Room, he approached asking could he speak with me for a few minutes . I 
would be delighted . He taught at Mount Empire Community College , Big Stone Gap , 
Va . , population 7070 in 1960 , and surely several thousand larger on the 1970 
census . Thi s town is in the extreme southwest triangular corner o f  Virginia . 
By wife and I in 1928 had been near it when at Ab ington , Va . ,  Kingsport , Tenn . 
(about 20 miles away as a crow flies ) , and Cumberland Gap . Mr . Moore had already 
started to search for my type of folklore ,  interviewing root people , healers , and 
witchcraft persons . His having attempted Richmond , where I had c ollec ted years 
before , interested me . He wanted to know whether I had ever heard a story about 
tao snakes . Only once , as I remember , when someone attr ibuted this feat to the 
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powers of DoatoP Buzzard . Just  as the j udge was about to sentence the defendant , 
two snakes , standing upright on their tails , corkscrewed or spiraled into the 
courtroom . Everyone in the courtroom, including the j udge ,  rushed out side the 
courthouse . This inab ility of the j udge to beg in or complete the sentence auto
matically freed the prisoner . 

So that readers meet ing Hoodoo for the first time in volume three will have a 
proper perspective o f  all preceding material , I will summarize it briefly . Vol
ume one contains: A StPange WoPtd (a few typical witchcraft stories and beliefs 
to establish the atmosphere within) , Ghos tloPe , Spirits with speaial FoPms , SpiP
its and Anirmls , Blaak Cat Luaky Bone , Se ll Se lf to Devi l ,  spirits GuaPd Buried 
TPeasuPe , Hag OP Wi tah in Hag FoPm , "Doa toPs " Themse lves (Diagnosis of Spe lls and 
"Doatol'S " fPom BiPth to Death ) ,  Time and Hoodoo spe ll , PI'inaip les of Healing , 
CuPes and FToteation , "Hands " OP Magia He lpePs , Business and CustomePs FToduaed 
by "DoatoP " ,  Shrines and Altare and Candles and Saints in New OP leans APea , and 
MoPe "DoatoPs " Desaribed by Laymen . Volume two contains Intewiews : My ConVePsa
tions with "Doa tol'S "· Volume three , as you can see , continues the Intewie'I.IX3 of 
volume two . Then follows a lengthy divis ion on The Physiaal RUman Body Itse lf 
divided into ten sections , the first section Sexua l Impotenae (pp . 2341-2 5 09 ) . 
Here for the first time in American folklore , sex rites and beliefs were normally 
collected , sex itself being treated as a legitimate part of folk life . This 
material , unusual for its time , was recorded during the years 1936-1 942 . Despite 
my own liberal views , sex did delay the publication of Hoodoo . I had no desire 
willfully to offend , I had never tauntingly shouted , Devi l !  Devil !  Even so , 
someone will say , But only uneduaated b laaks be lieve that soPt of thing !  Only 
they? Listen to the Fami ly Week ly ,  published in New York , N . Y . , distributed to 
Sunday newspapers throughout the United States , and to me locally (August 8 ,  197 �  
b y  The Quincy HePald Whig (Quincy , Illinois) .  The first inside page, contains a 
�ouble co lumn called Ask Them YoUl'S e lf, in which readers ask a famous pePson a 
question . A photograph of each famous pePson is opposite the question asked and 
answered . R . N . , of Bloomington , Indiana , asks a question of Gail Kuhn, author of 
Sexual Powers Through Witchcraft: "Can men over 40 really be sexually regenerated , 
as you claim? " Gail Kuhn , a white woman according to her photograph ,  answers: 
" I  believe men from 1 8  to 7 5  can be  sexually regenerated by witchcraft . This can 
be done through metaphysical experiences , incantations , applications of love oil , 
massages and occult experiences . "  



I NTERV I E WS 



Witchcraft or hoodoo i s  a comp lex be lief and practice involving 
a lmos t every aspect of Zife . Nothing ever happens natura Z Zy, you 
Zive in a world of magic. If you become lame, someone "planted " a 
"root " for you to w lk over; if you have a headaahe, someone is 
burning a candle agains t you; if you are an alcoholic, someone put 
a spe Z Z  on y ou • • • .  Witchcraft concerns a person ' s  spirit • • • •  "To 
catch a spirit, or to protect your spirit against the catching, 
or to re lease your caught spirit, th i s  is the comp lete theory and 
practice of hoodoo " [ "Hoodoo, " v . 1, p . 24, Zine s 1 6-1 7 ]  • • • •  Hoodoo 
is a re ligion for many be lievers • • . •  not every be liever in hoodoo 
be lieves the same thing, or be lieves wi th the same intensity . 
Thi s of course is  also true of CJwistians . No two "doctors " are 
aZike . A convention of "doctors " wouZd be amazed by the amount 
and variety of material in these volumes of "Hoodoo " • . • •  Hoodoo 
i s  an amorphous boay of rites and substances continual ly changing . 
Not a l l  the matter I discovered more than a generation ago [ before 
1 973]  would be found today . • • •  I need not say that this cong lomer
ation of material ws difficult to grasp and handle • • • •  "Hoodoo "  
therefore i s  an archive for scho larly research, not a logica l 
theme presented about a specia l subject . Yet I do hope the in
te Z Zigent genera l reader UJiZ Z  browse among the pages of "Hoodoo . "  
Such general interest cou ld some d.r:1Jd reduce the cream of "Hoodoo " 
to a usable sing le vo lume for everyone . (Quotation large ly from 
"Hoodoo, " v .  3, Intro . p . XV. ) 
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MY CONVERSATIONS WITH HOODOO DOCTORS 

CONTINUING FROM VOLUME TWO 

[These four volumes of HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, often 
abbreviated HOODOO when quoted , are one "vast quotation from my interviews with 
hundreds of informants "  in every southern state of the United States of America 
except  Texas . Let me explain "vast quotation . "  Omit ting explanatory notes with
in the brackets , every word of  the t ext is spoken by the author or the person 
interviewed . "To identify the two speakers - all parentheses and brackets en
close my words ; the first indicat ing quest ion or comment dur ing ac tual interview ,  
the second denoting subsequent editorial matter . Everything else belongs to the 
informant s . "  Wi thin the preceding quotat ion marks I am quot ing myself (HOODOO , 
v . l ,  p . l ,  par . 2 ) . ]  

[ In the present INTERVIEWS and remaining material of volumes 3 and 4 ,  "we 
vill hear these profess ional prac t i t ioner s explain their beliefs and works , how 
they have mast er ed a STRANGE WORLD [ [ describ ed in pages 1-19 ] ] .  The diver sity 
among these men and women calling themselves gifted is amazing ; no two of them 
being alike in person or performance . Since I know few doatoPs by name , I have 
tried to find in their remarks or act ions suitable labels to serve as  titles . 
Also to charac terize them I have quoted one or more of their sayings after the 
title . "  Words within quotation marks are from my prefatory note to INTERVIEWS 
(v . 2 ,  p . 9 3 3 ) . The first interview starts : ] 

SELF- SUFFICIENT SPECIALIST 

AH DON ' NEED TUH GO TUH NEW ORLEANS TUH LEARN NUTHIN 

(WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THESE PEOPLE COLORED AND WHITE 
WOULD YOU SAY ARE INTERESTED IN THIS TYPE OF WORK?)  

ALL OF 1 EM - DE RICHEST TUH DE PO 1 EST [POOREST] 
(COLORED AND WHITE BOTH? ) 

BOTH 
(AND YOU HANDLE BOTH? ) 
NO� MAH TRADE IS WHITE 

MEMPHIS ,  TENNESSEE 

[�ofessiona Z and exae Z Zent I marked this woman ' s  material on each page , while 
checking it with original cylinders recording our conversation . She is informant 
923. recorded on cylinders B34-B39 = 1492-149 7 .  Hoodoo from New Orleans do es not 
!.press her , she having enough hoodoo o f  her own , a hoodoo based upon exper ience . 
Sbe - thinking I am or want to be  a doatoP like herself - advises me , y o '  make 



1860 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

yoPe own stuff, meaning gather your own Poots and produce your own bZaak aat 
ashes (see BLACK CAT POWDER, p . 526) . The latter was a Memphitic monopoly, sold 
a stone ' s  throw from where we were sitting . Its seller or one of his stooges 
may have been the stoo l pigeon who informed police that ·a white man asking ques
tions was working at the Eureka Hotel, the downtown hotel for black people (see 
following interview EUREKA HOTEL WHERE I INTERVIEWED IN MEMPHIS - BUILT BY THE 
DEAD) . She warns me, evahbody don ' b ' lieve in de same thin ' ;  and cautions, any 
WoPk yuh do it 's five OP si� �ys tuh WoPk it . One of these different ways she 
suggests, telling me where to buy she lodestone molded into the form of a dimin
utive woman, small enough for insertion into hands (af. MAN-SHAPED CANDLE, p .804) . 
But most important was her evaluation of the number of hoodoo believers, black 
and white, rich and poor - the highest estimation of all those I gathered (see 
INTRODUCTION, vol . l, pp . II-III) . Realize too, this woman is more than a manip
ulator of rites, she is also an expert PeadeP - with playing cards . Also, I 
must not forget her specialty . In the preceding title quotation she repeats the 
very words of Madam Wiley of Memphis, mah tPade is white (see INTRO . ,  v . l, p . II, 
5 lines from bottom of page; quoted from p . l567, line 3f . ) .  These four words of 
both quotations are a trademark for an exclusive and special type of hoodoo -
the private domain of the specialist! ] 

Ah go tub git a cat an ' a dog an ' ah make de cat an ' de dog mad, an ' when dey 
bristle up heah, ah cut dem bristles from behin ' de neck . Ah cut dat hair an ' 
mix it wit cayenne peppah an ' ah take a little sut [ soot ] an ' ah colah [ cover ? ]  
dat cayenne peppah. Den ah take dat dog hair [ and cat hair ] aftah ah mix it, an ' 
carry it tub yore house an ' ah throw it in dere an ' say, "Cats an ' dogs cain ' t  
agree, niggahs an ' whites cain ' t  agree . Leave! " An ' yo ' go in peace . 

[ The first word sounded like sut to me, though transcribed salt by my trans
criber; and the second word, either aoloP or aoveP. ] 

Ah go tub de woods [ for a Poot ] which ah keep in han ' ;  ah may bring me a piece 
of bark an ' let chew look at it . An ' ah go out in de woods - have yo ' heard talk 
of love vine? Well ah go out dere an ' ah git me some love vine . An ' ah git m;-8 
piece of John de Conkah , cuz ah use ' ly [ usually ] have groun ' John de Conkah - git 
it green an '  grin ' it in de food choppah . Ah mix dat John de Conkah an ' de love 
vine tuhgethah an ' ah use Jockey Club Perfume an ' ah mix it in a bottle . Ah put 
three drops at each do ' ,  den ah scrub mah fron ' steps . If yo ' got a house where 
dere trans ' ents [ transients usually for one night ] . Undahstan ' me [ you do that ] 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' throw yore do ' open . Yo ' don ' t  need tub worry ' bout 
' em  comin ' in . Den dey comin ' . Oat ' s  fo ' trans ' ent trade . 

(If you are keeping roomers . Like a hotel?) 
Yes . 
Now, yo ' undahstan ' dat . See whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ,  yo ' make yore own stuf f .  

It ' s  very easy tub git love vine by de sack . See how ah do it, ah go git bun
dles of it lak dat an ' ah puts it in de jar green, undahstan ' me, an ' ah covah 
it wit Jockey Club Perfume to keep it ' live . An ' ah use it on whatevah ' casion 
[ occasion] it called fo ' .  

Ah go tub town [ downtown to buy that ] yo ' see - yo ' know, de ole-fashion iron 
fo ' k wit de wooden handle, wit de fo ' prong . Ah go tub de Kress [ Kresge Co . ]  an' 
buy me one dose iron fo ' ks, an ' ah walk tub de do ' an ' stab it three times [with 
the fork prongs ] say, "Move! " Co ' se yo ' s sotta be Piled when yo 1 want 1 em tub 
move . [Riled shows angeP like ZaughteP a magic rite - see comment later . ]  Yo ' 
say, "Git outa heah, yo ' son-of-a-bitch! Leave! Move! Git outa mah path! " 
[ She demonstrated . ]  Oat move ' em . 
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[ I  describe demonstration . ]  
(You pull the fork out . }  

Walk tuh de do ' an ' pull it disaway . 
(Jab the fork into the door . }  
Intuh de do ' an ' pull it tuh yo ' .  See, yo ' pullin ' ' em  outa dere . 
(You do that on the outside of the house? }  

De outside of de do ' . See dis do ' here [demonstrates ] .  [She points to the 
door of the Eureka Hotel room in which I interviewed - see INTRODUCTION, v . l, 
p.XXXlll . ] 

1861 

[ To return to the preceding anger rite . All rites such as this one concern 
the magic of imprecation or malediction . They are numerous . Laughter as magic 
appears to be rare . I can think of only one at the moment, that of keeping po
lice from your house - see interview of informant 1376 , THE KNOWIN ' WOMAN, soon 
to follow, and the explanation g iven there . ]  

Yo ' an ' yore fam ' ly ain ' t  gittin ' long tuhgethah . Well yo ' know whut chew do . 
Yo ' go tuh de Scripture an ' yo ' git chew de 120 Psalms . Yo ' read de 120 Psalms 
an '  zhoo draw a cross in de middle of yore flo '  [demonstrates ] in huh absence . 
Yo ' take dragon blood, pulvahize dragon blood, an ' [ informant demonstrates ] put 
oa each haid [head = arm of cross drawn on the floor ] ,  an ' take dat c�oss, un
dahstan ' me, den yo ' take an ' eithah light dat cross . [ If I remember correctly, 
dragon ' s  blood burning on the four ends of the cross is the only f iery-cross rite 
� HOODOO . ] An ' dis chaptah [ Psalm 120]  say, "Ah ' m  peaain ' yuh up from home [ I  
.. sending you away i n  peace ] . "  [Here is what Psalm 1 2 0  in the King James Ver
sion says : "My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace . I am for peace : 
but when I speak, they are for war . " ]  See, ah ' m  gittin ' yo ' outa mah house in 
peace - doin ' away wit chew . 

(Here ' s  your cross and you put some of that dragon ' s  blood at each end of that 
cross.} 

Yo ' take dat dragon blood, an ' g it de powdah, pulvahize dragon blood . Leave 
it thick though . 

(Leave a pile, a little ridge of it . }  
Den yo ' git lil [ l ittle ] of cedah [demonstrates ] .  
(And pour it [red-cedar shavings ] on that little ridge . }  
[Pour it on those four little ridges of dragon ' s  blood at the four ends of the 

cross. ]  
Den yo ' light dat an ' say dose words, ' cardin ' tuh whut chew want . Yo ' kin 

.ave ' em  [ from that house ] or yo ' kin keep ' em walkin ' .  
[Keep ' em  walkin ' suggested another walkin ' rite : ] 
If yo ' wanta move ' em outa town, pick up dey tracks an ' go tuh town an ' buy 

yo' a coconut, an ' bo ' yo ' a hole in dat coconut an ' let dat dirt dry . Do yo ' 
wnd•bstan ' me? Let it dry, dey foot tracks . Den yo ' bo ' a hole in dat coconut 
aa' yo ' dreen [drain ]  dat coconut watah, an ' let it lay a few days till all de 
.. tah ' s  outa dere . Den yo ' po ' dem tracks in dat coconut an ' take yo ' a cork 
�pah an ' f it dat hole . Take it tuh de rivah an ' throw it ovah yore shouldah 
.. .  let it tumble, an ' dat makes zhoo walk . If dere people dat chew wants tuh 
.ave, tuh go, well dat ' s  whut dey do . 

(Row which track is it ? Or both tracks? } 
Eitbah foot will do, some folks use de left one . 
Yo 1 take yore silvah dime an ' grate it up an ' yo ' take pulvahize saltpetah an ' 

pat it in de bottom of yore shoe an ' wear it . 
(What do you do with this silver dime after you grate it up? }  
Put i t  in yore shoe wit de saltpetah, an ' keep it - it be ' s  luck when yo ' mix 

it up. Den yo ' sprinkle it from shoe tuh shoe . Den yo ' wear a silvah dime roun ' 



1862 - Memo ir s o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

yore waist in de back an ' in de front . 
[This may be a new silver-dime rite among the many given in HOODOO . In any 

case it is rare . ]  
(You do all those things together? ) 
Dat ' s  fo ' per tection [ protection] - one per tection . 
Well , perhaps dat ah ' ve go t chure hair , an ' yo ' f in '  a bat ' s nest [ in folk

lore a bat is a bird ] , an ' git a young bat . An '  if ah git chure hair , ah ' ll 
pull a feathah outa his wing , de middle o f  ' is wing , an ' ah ' ll put dat hair in 
' is wing an ' turn ' im  a-loose . Well , dat keep s yo ' wit a crazy min ' - yo ' fid
gety , crazy , absolutely . 

[This could be only reference in HOODOO to a bat 's nest. ] 
Well ,  yo ' go tuh dat same person an ' git a stran ' o f  ' is hair an ' fin '  where 

de roads are fo ' ked , yo ' undahs tan ' .  Yo ' take dat stran ' of hair an ' yo ' plant 
it in de fo ' k . Den yo ' lay dat [ down and ] dat bat ' ll come r�dere where dat 
hair is , j is '  f lyin ' , an ' yo ' ll have tuh shoo t dat ba t down . See? 

[ Since bats in f olklore are considered b irds , they like human hair - pre
sumably for build ing a nest.  For that reason hair from the head of a woman is 
better than a man ' s  hair (see FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  2002-2006 , p . 79 ) . To leave human 
hair a t  a crossroads , and how a bat finds this hair - these are new beliefs to 
me . You will also notic e ,  that a s  soon as the hair is put at the cro ssroads , 
the bat comes jis ' fZyin ' . ] 

(Tha t is , I would have to do that to get myself cured? ) 
No , someone else could do dat ,  whoevah do de work [whatever dbator is working 

for you] . Dat ' s  all one thin ' about de bat . If yo ' wanta do somebody dat harm, 
yo ' stuff dat hair in de bat ' s  wing . 

If yo ' wanta kill ' em, yo ' take a stran ' o f  dat person ' s  hair an ' put it at de 
crossroad , an ' yo ' point it tuh de two f o ' ks [ towards the t�ads of the fork] . 

It 1 s a mighty great thin ' if yo ' know whut tuh do wit it . If it a man yo ' 
wanta tie him up so cain ' t  nobody have ' im, yo ' tie him up in ' is watah . But it 
takes a cow. 

(A cow? ) 
C-0-W, cow . Well ,  yo ' take his [man ' s ]  ur ine an ' teaspoon an ' half of  sugah 

an ' three teaspoons fulla pure sweet milk, ho t milk , no t milk dat ' s  been on ice .  
An ' yo ' take da t milk [ ur ine and sugar ] an ' put it intuh dat bottle , an ' yo ' don ' 
stop dat bottle too tight . It works . See , dat ur ine an ' stuff has ga s in it . 
Yo ' kinda let dat gas work off  it , an ' den yo ' put a small s toppah down in de 
bo ttle ; any cap wit a screw top [will]  do , cain ' t  no air git tuh i t .  An ' if yo ' 
want dat man tuh de house, lak [ like] him pur tty much, yo ' want ' im  tuh come on 
back, an ' yo ' don ' have tuh go out , yo ' stan ' dat bottle on its haid , but always 
keep it  aroun ' yore bed somewhere ,  in fron ' de bed . Or if yo ' don '  wanta work 
on ' im, want ' im ca ' m  [ calm] , yo ' go t ' im lak yo ' want ' im ,  j i s '  put it in yore 
trunk an ' let it stay dere t ill he blow up . 

(Why do you put the milk in that? ) 
De milk o f  de cow, see yo ' workin ' on a man . All f emale mates don ' dey? Well 

dat cow ' s milk has tuh rule dat man. 
Always keep d irty pocket han ' ch ' ef s . Yo ' put ' em on in watah on de stove in 

sugah an ' boil dem, lak he ' s  gone . An ' yo ' write his name nine times an ' boil it 
in dat watah . Scrub yore s teps wit it an ' scrub on back intuh de house . 

(Do you wr ite his name on that handkerchief or on a p iece of  paper? ) 
On writin ' papah . Yo ' write his name nine times an ' when yo ' fold it , fold it 

tuh yo ' .  Yo ' fold dat papah tuh yo ' .  Have room dat each time his name is wrote , 
it ' ll come down ovah de othah . 

[Within HOODOO the mo s t  common magic rite of fold ing is to fo ld to you or to 
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fo ld auJay from you. Here we have a special magic rite of overlapping or aorre
sponding or aaaordion fo Zds . ] 

(You put his handkerchief in the pot and you put this p iece o f  paper in, too ? )  
In too - into i t  an ' tie i t  nine t imes . 
(Tie that handkerchief nine times . )  
[Make nine knots  in it . ]  
But yo ' put dat sugah in dere now, remembah . An ' yo ' put de sugah in dere an ' 

put it on in watah an ' start it tuh cookin ' . Den yo ' call ' im  by ' is name , say, 
"Come on back heah, So-an ' -so , " an ' so on . 

(After this water has f inished cooking , you take it out and scrub with it . )  
Scrub yore front step s .  He ' ll come on back.  
Yo ' take d e  right-foo t sock an ' put it right up in de front of de do ' an ' yo ' 

pee on it nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' leave it dere . Dat ' s  tuh keep ' im  f rom git t in '  
away . Dat ' s  one way of [ do ing ] it . 

(Do you put it down any special way? )  
Put d e  toe tuh de do ' an ' spread it out wit de toe tuh de do ' ,  wit de nail in 

de middle of each toe , so it will be smooth . Ah don ' take no ' mount o f  nails . 
Ah j is '  nail i t  down t ill it ' s  smooth,  so it won ' t  be no wr inkle undah yore rug , 
becuz de man is a superstitious [ suspiciou s ]  thing . Yo ' have tuh look fo ' �tch] 
bia as well as he do yo ' . Yo ' pee on it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Dat ' s  one way . 

But de way ah have of doin ' , ah bear [bury] it undah de steps , de same way 
[with the nails ] ,  but ah druthah [ rather ] bear it undah de steps becuz he won ' t  
bunt it dere . 

(He won ' t  see it there . )  
Yo ' kin pee in f ront of dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
Yo ' kin run people away wit dey shoe . Yo ' kin go on down heah to de railroad 

an ' git abo ' d  one dem flatcars ,  an ' take yo ' f ive 20-penny nails an ' nail it down 
dere j is '  tuh de box [ over the hotbox ] , an ' when dat car roll yo ' ll roll - yore 
� ' will roll an ' keep yo ' rollin ' . 

Ah burn ' em . 
(What do you burn the shoe  for ? )  
Aw, fo ' luck.  Ah take sulphah, sugah, c innamon an ' bluestone an ' burn ' em  

an' puts  money an ' burns money in ' em  - take some nickels or dimes , pennies or 
wbatevah yo ' got . See , de money is j is '  as good as  it evah wuz . Put it in dere 
aa' take a little oil of cedar an ' put in dere an ' burn it - see , opposite de 
do '  lak dat [demonstrates ] .  

(Right in the middle of the front of the door , the saddle o f  the door . What 
f.a that supposed to do ? )" 

Fo ' luck - spo ' t in ' [ sporting ] houses , fo ' transits [ transient s ] , anythin ' . 
If he ' s  done quit chew an ' gone off - see , d is bed heah. 
[On my f irst  trip to Memphis ,  I interviewed in a bedroom o f  the down-town 

�tel for black people,  Eureka Hotel - see INTRO . , v . l ,  p . XXXlll . ] 
Yo ' take his pichure an ' git chew fo ' pins . Yo ' turn ' is haid down, undah

� · . pin it on de back of dat bed , an ' go on an ' lay down . Dat keeps ' is min ' 
aa yo ' in dat bed . 

�ch way do you · stick it , looking outside [away from] or facing the bed ? ) 
Tuh de bed . 
[The man in the photograph at the back of the bed , his head down, looks 

�ugh the bed headboard at the woman on the bed ! ] 
CWhat else can you do with the picture? ) 
Well , yo ' kin take it an ' put it ovah wa tah an ' draw ' im  back.  
(Bow do  you do  that ? )  
Take de glass an ' take de pichure an ' set d e  watah lak dat ,  but i f  it ' s  a 



1864 - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

small one , smallah dan de glass , den yo ' know whut chew do , yo ' git chew a little 
whiskey glass an ' put wa tah in it but don ' let de pichure tech it . An ' yo ' 
double dat lil pichure on dat lil whiskey glass an ' set it in de inside - yo ' 
know, let it spread out enough dat it  will hold itself . Put it undah yore bed . 

(Do you put that pic ture in [ the glass ] j ust any way or do you put the head 
standing up? )  

On ' is haid always .  
Dat [dragon ' s  blood ] one de greates ' thin ' s  yo '  kin use . Yo ' kin use it fo ' 

peace or yo ' kin use it fo ' de devil . 
Fo ' peace ah use it wit auaah , but dragon blood will stop it [ devil work] . 

Any time yo 1 don ' want a fuss , yo ' go tta put sugah in it . 
(What do you do , burn it? ) 
Burn it . Den yo ' covah it . 

from knowin ' whut it is - salt . 
tuh know whut de �ota are .  

Der e  lQtta thin ' s  yo ' mix wit it tuh keep people 
An1 yo ' dig poots , but chew don ' wan '  people 

[The FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT THE UNUSUAL BLACK CAT ASHES IS AMAZING . My 
informant f irst tell s how she or rumor says these ashes are made and then ,  after 
our brief digression with the bZack cat bone we return to the use and price of 
bZack cat ashes. ] 

Git chure own b Zack ket ashes , Yo ' git some undahtakah to take de ket [ cat ] 
an ' fill it fulla fohmenhide [ •  foam-en-hide • formaldehyde] , j oo know, an ' den 
yo ' go where dere de crematory an ' git ' im  tuh burn dat , an ' den yo ' ketch all 
de ashes . See , yo ' ve made yer own Ashes . An ' j is '  git chew a ket yo ' self an ' 
kill ' im  [and take him to the undertaker ] . 

(What about the btack cat bone? ) 
Aw, well , yo ' put ' em in bo il in ' ho t watah an ' cook ' im  an ' de bone dat rises 

tuh de top , yo ' take it tuh a atream o f  wa tah . All de rest of dem will sink, sho' 
[ sure]  as  ah ' m  livin ' , but chew mus ' sell o ' soul tuh de dev 

(How do you sell your soul to thA devil? 
Ah 've nevah learn tuh do dat . 
But sellin ' yo ' self to de d�il , yo ' know whut dat is don ' chew? Yo ' don ' 

believe dere is a God , dere nevah wuz a God . 
(How do you use these bZack cat ashes? )  
Dat bZack ket ashes is ' bout one de highest [hoodoo ingredient s ]  yo '  kin buy . 

Yo ' cain ' t  buy undah five dollahs r ight roun ' at de cornah heah . 
(You mean at the drug store ? )  
Five dollahs . 
(What do they use it for? ) 
Well , sometime dey use it fo ' suc cess - dey fo ' drawin ' .  
(Mo stly hands ? )  
Gamblin ' han 's .  
(How would you make a good gambling hand? ) 
Well , somet ime ah ' d  git bat hear ts , dry ' em . Yo ' know dey ' ll dry if yo ' j is '  

take ' em  an ' lay ' em  in d e  sun an ' dey ' ll wizzle [ •  wiz en] up . An ' yo ' take dat 
bat heart an ' yo ' take nine needles an ' yo ' . break do se needles off at de to p .  
An ' yo ' stick nine needles right aroun ' dat heart . Yo ' take yo ' a piece of lode
stone - it ' s  cordin ' tuh whut colah it is , whoevah yo ' makin ' a han ' fo ' .  When 
yo ' read [ the cards ]  fo ' ' im yo ' kin [ t ell ]  what he needs . Yo ' kin take wh� 
lodestone or black lodes tone an 1 dere is  a she tOdestone made lak a woman . Dat ' s  
a she Zodestone [ demonstrates , or do es she show me one? ] . 

(Just in the shape of a woman . )  
Yeah.  Yo ' kin git dat at Dahinton [Darlington? ] Bro s . ,  Na tchez , Miss .  
[She lodestone in the shape o f  a woman i s  rare in my experienc e .  This would 
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be powdered she lodes tone pressed into the semblance of a woman , a very small 
form so that it could fit into a hand. This f igurine appears to have been a spe
ciality (or spec ialty) of this business f irm .  See margin-t itle LODESTONE : HE AND 
SHE , pp . 601-603 . ]  

[We now return to the gambling hand made with a ba t heart . ]  
Yo ' take de nine needles , yo ' break ' em off  sho ' t  [ shor t ]  yo ' know, but yo ' 

stick ' em in de heart .  Den yo ' put yore hear t in c loth , silk an ' f lannen - red 
flannen [ flannel ] .  

(You us e bo th of them? ) 
Uh-huh , one ' s  de inside bag an ' one ' s  a '  outside bag . Some of ' em  use shammy . 
An1 den yo ' take dat [ hear t ]  out an ' [as a subst itute ] yo ' put da t lodes tone 

in dere an ' yo ' keep a silvah dime in dere . Dat silvah dime , da t ' ll las ' yo ' a 
long time , no t gratin ' it . An ' yo ' put a lil da t silvah money in dere , an ' yo ' 
put dis lodes tone an ' nine needles , an ' yo ' put a lil piec e of John de Conkah, 
an '  yo ' take a lil piece o f  devil ' s-shoestring ,  an ' yo ' sew dat bag up an ' wish . 
An' den yo ' dress it . Wish success tuh yo ' .  

(What do you use specially to dress it ? )  
Well ,  ah use - somet ime ah use bergamine [ bergamo t ]  an ' wintahgreen mixed , bu t 

ah us ' lly us e oil of cedar an ' Jockey Club [ Perfume] . But yo ' see in some in
seance , tuh make yore s tuff go fur [ further ] , yo ' git chew to ilet wa tah an ' ha lfa 
bottle o f  Jockey Club , becuz it ' s  [ a  full bo ttle is ] mo ' expensive . But chew 
k1n .ake it [ go further ] . 

{The inner bag is of s ilk and the outer one is the f lannel ? ) 
BO suh, innah bag is f lannen , an ' de outah bag is de silk . 
1Bke a bath in sweet sp irits of nitre fo ' nine days an ' garl ic .  Yo ' take it 

aa' po' it in yore bath watah . Yo ' take a lit tle Red Seal Lye , yo ' know . a lil 
lye on a knife . Yo ' put it into yore bath watah an ' den yo ' po ' de sweet spirits 
af nitre in dere an ' nine pods of garlic cut up , an ' take a ba th in da t .  Den yo ' 
kiD go tuh de rivah an ' take a ba th in runnin ' watah, an ' dat ' s  luck.  

(After you take the bath? ) 
10 1  ah say eithah one o f  dose . Dey are two diff ' ren ' thin ' s  da t ah 'm tellin ' . 

0..� yo ' in a s tream of bad luck an ' yo ' want chure bad luck [ to change ] .  
� people [doatoPs ] send dere cus tomahs to de [Mississippi]  rivah tuh take 

a ._th in runnin ' watah tuh wash de j inx o f f  an ' it ' ll roll on do� [ the river ] . 
� of ten do you do that ? )  
veil ,  one o r  twice,  but yore luck will change . 
[For ba thing in the Mississippi River at New Orleans on May 1 ,  see p . 381 , No . 

Wi. ] 
(ror this luck in gambling [ I  mean ] for this bath nine times , do you take it 

� aar special time? ) 
ADy time you kin make it [ =  any t ime you get ready ] . 
De furse thin ' yo ' do , yo ' git chew some love powdahs , yo ' kin buy ' em  at 

� · reo '  places , [ and ] peace powdahs. 
Den anothah way yo ' kin do , if yo ' know de man ' s  name . Den j is ' lak yo ' know 

� 70 '  go in ' tuh work fo ' ,  well yo ' go dere , an ' yo ' go to de ic ehouse an ' yo '  
liS chew a dime piece of ice,  an ' write his name an ' put it in dat ice,  an ' wrap 
� ice up tight an ' don ' ' low [allow] nobody tuh break dat ice . Da t cools ' im 
-.£ an ' he ' ll talk wi t yo ' .  

(Ubat do you do with that love powdeP in the meantime ? )  
� .  dey use it sometime an ' women use i t  tuh make men love ' em,  tuh make 

l wah yo ' meet be cool , peaceful . 
(Do you make your own love pO'II)deP? ) 
• auh 1 ah don ' t make mah own love powdahs but ah do makes some powdahs . 



18 66 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

Yo ' kin go - j is '  lak yo ' g it up in de mawnin ' an ' take j is '  nine clear buck
ets o f  watah . YO ' DO SOMETHIN ' D IFF ' REN ' EVAH TIME YO ' MAKE LUCK IN BU SINESS . 

[ This is an unusual rule , probably informant ' s  own , one that will keep an 
expert operator like the informant mentally agile . For this type of luck, see 
BUSINESS AND CUSTOMERS , pp . 669-744 . ] 

Yo ' throw nine bucket s of watah on yore front po ' ch an ' sweep . Don ' nevah 
sweep yor e  po ' ch off , always sweep it back . Cleah watah from de hydran ' [ con
sidered running water ] . But don ' speak to nobody while yo ' do in ' it . But evah 
t ime yo ' do somethin ' diff ' ren ' . Well , de nex ' t ime ah do it , ah use bergamine 
an ' wintahgreen mixed ; scrub mah front wit it , dat an ' one bucket o f  watah . A 
dime ' s worth will be enough fo ' two scrubb in ' s .  

Go an ' git chew some pur e hick ' ry an ' take dat hick ' ry an ' 
-
burn it in de  

stove , an ' yo ' rake it out an ' git chew some bluein ' , de stick bluein ' . It blue 
clo thes , yo ' know . Yo ' wanta keep de  blues away [ cops wear ing blue suit s ] .  

Yo ' take dat hick ' ry an ' bluein ' an ' mix it togethah an ' yo ' put it ovah yore  
do ' .  Put de ashes an ' d e  bluein ' ovah yore do ' .  Pulvahize it tuhgethah , in any
thin ' yo ' want . E ithah put it in a lil box so it ovah dat do ' .  

(That will keep the law away . )  
Den lak yo ' wanta win a suit or anythin ' [ any court case] . Yo ' go down heah 

[ the market ] - yo ' know whut double pansy whut grows in gard ens an ' thin ' s .  
(Double pansy . )  
Well , yo ' git chew nine new leaves of double pansy an ' yo ' put it in yore shoe 

an ' yo ' write six Disc iple names an ' wrap dat double pansy up in dat papah where 
de six Disciple names are in . Yo ' write de Twelve D isciple name an ' weah six in 
each sho e  an ' put a piece of double pansy in each shoe . Undahstan ' me , but chew 
fold it in papah an ' den put it in yore  shoe . Now,  de fur se six take an ' put it 
in yore right sho e ,  de nex ' s ix yo ' put dem in yore lef t shoe,  when yo ' go  into 
co ' t  or anythin ' lak dat . ANYTHIN ' DAT CHEW WANTA MASTAH , YO ' WEAR DEM TWELVE 
DISCIPLES . 

De way tuh do lak yo '  go t a lo tta enemies .  In dat case an ' yo ' wanta g it rid 
of ' em so dey cain ' t talk, yo ' go git chew a beef tongue . Yo ' take dat beef 
tongue an ' yo ' wr ite dere name , all dere names , an ' yo ' stick a hole in dis part 
of  de  tongue - de  t ip of d e  tongue - an ' yo ' stick dose names up in dere . Dat ' s  
used per sonal , understan ' .  Den yo ' take it to a flue an ' let it down dere  an ' 
start chew a ho t f iah , an ' go on to co ' t  [ court ] .  Yo ' kin j is '  put it on a wire 
yo ' know, so it will hang dere . Yo ' hangin ' ' em .  

(Well ,  why d o  you want to warm then? ) 
Ah ' m  hangin ' 'em [ no t  warming them] . 
[ This r ite causes a hung j ury . ] 
Ah know from exper ience . Yo ' ll laf f when ah tell yah . A f ellah killed mah 

uncle heah , two of ' em , an ' ah drawed ' em  back heah . Ah tole ' em , ah said , 
"Dey go in 1 ketch ' em , ah ain ' t  goin ' put mahself tuh no trouble . " 

See ,  yo ' gotta have fo ' aig an ' dey mus '  be de aig of  a black hen . Dey cain ' t 
stay ' way . Yo ' put two undah his [murdered man ' s ] arm , two undah his haid . Yo ' 
take yo ' a pair of  scis sahs an ' cros s  it in his back - steel . [ To open the 
closed scissors makes a cro s s  of steel . ] It done wit steel , an ' shet dem han ' s 
� an '  let dem arms t ight down on dem aigs .  When d em  aigs bus ' he cain ' t stay 
still . Dey ' ll git back heah . He ' ll come back hisself , yo ' don ' have tuh hunt 
fo ' ' im .  

(This case with your uncle,  d id you get the man? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Did that happen r ight here in Memphi s ? )  
Right heah in Memphis . Dere a piece in de  papah about hoodoo hero [ ine] � 
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.!2!!a, [ d emonstrates ] .  
(Bow d id they f ind out about it ? )  

Ah tole ' em, tole ' em  ah wuz ga in ' do it . 
' Card in ' tub whut kin ' ' t is . ' Card in '  tub whethah it ' s  murdah or whut ' tis . 

PEOPLE DAT ARE MURDAH ' S  [murderers ]  CAIN ' T  DO DIS WORK . 
(You mean that a person who has killed someone can ' t do any kind o f  hoodoo 

work? Why is that ? )  
Becuz dey go t blood on dere han ' s .  
[My next quest ion naturally followed . ]  
(Bow about these bones f rom the dead person? )  
Well , some o f  ' em  use - some o f  ' em  use d e  bone o f  a man fo ' gaml in ' han 's .  

Sa.e of ' em  use bones fo ' d ic e .  See . 
(How would they prepare this bone for the gambling hand? ) 

Well d ey git de  bones . Yo ' know yo ' git de small bones . It ' s  de fingah bones 
dey use . Well , dey take ' em  an ' bleach ' em  out . See , dey be ' s  dark but dey 
•leach out . D ey take stuff an ' shine ' um,  some people do ' s .  

Dat she ga in ' have a chile by some o thah woman ' s  husban? Well , dis woman j is '  
take an '  dress ' er husban ' . Well , j is '  lak yo ' say if mah husban ' is mess in ' wit 
cbew. Well , ah go in de wood s an ' ah git me a schrail [ ? ] , a l il ole green sch
� [ 'l ] . 

(A plant? )  
A l il ole wet thin ' be on where dere wet places . 
(A snail . )  

Ah take dat snail an ' ah ' ll iron ' um,  while it ' s  wet chew know, on mah hus
'-n ' s undahweah whr re it ' s  wet . An ' ah ' ll iron de print of dat snail on ' is 
.-lahveah . 

(Take it and j us t  put a ho t iron on it and mash it right on there . )  
An '  when he git ironed on dere he ain ' t ga in ' move from dere . Dat snail ain ' t 

FiD • leave dere . 
fiell , what will that do to your husband then? ) 
Jl:ia an' d is woman - dat makes d is woman ' s del ivahin ' hard , twill [ until ] she 

allht not have it . 
Den some wimmin takes a pPoudin ' slut [ slut in heat ] . Yo ' take a pPOudin ' 

� unbeknownst to ' im an ' f eed it tub de man , den yo ' ketch ' im.  
�t can he do then? ) 
� .  yo '  ketch ' im an ' he ain ' t nevah no mo ' good . 
�1 1 some of ' em  do dat , weah it [ s tring ] roun ' dere laig . Take it [ string ] 

-· .easure his pr ivates an ' t ie nine knots in it [ and wear ] roun ' heah [ the leg] • 
Den yo '  kin measure f rom his haid down, down tub his f eet , an ' evah time he ' ll 

-.art lak dis . 
Bmt yo ' don ' have tub wait [until he is asleep ] tub git ' im . Nat ' rally yo ' 

i1a .. �t [ until he leaves the bed ]  tub git ' is print in de bed . Evah time yo ' 
sure yo ' t ie a kno t ,  see . Tie it till yo ' t ie nine knot s  tub de foo t o f  dat 

.... Den yo ' weah dat double roun ' yore wais ' .  Dat ' s  tub tie ' im  up.  
(If a man is in that condition,  how can he get  rid o f  it ? )  
BOw can yo ' git rid o f  it ? Yo ' take a young girl dat ' s  nevah ministrated f rom 

... � t ill sixteen yeahs old , an ' take de pee of a young g irl an ' saltpetah 
... a�ve it tub ' im  as med ic ine . She mus t  be in ' er teens . 

(rbat will take the spell off him . )  
� .  a la t ta fo ' ks f eel dat ' s  impossible but it ' s  no t .  If he gits ' im  a new 

� or new han ' ch ' ef an ' have a intahco ' se wit ' er an ' take dat han ' ch ' ef an ' 
� �t in a l il bo t tle an ' stop it up . Yo ' undahs tan ' me , him an ' huh . See , 
ile a  tied huh up wit ' im .  Dat leave huh wit no natuPe , no f eelin ' atall fo ' no 
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man . Now, ah know dat fo ' a fac ' . 
(Wha t do you do with that bo ttle then? ) 
Yo ' keep dat chureself . Yo ' wan ' ' uh [ her ] tied up , don ' chew? 
(How do you happen to have the power to do this work? . Did somebody teach you? ) 
[Here a penc iled no te of mine made year s  ago while checking transcription with 

original cylinder reads : "Her vo ice becomes very low and slow when I begin this 
type of questioning - sor t o f  ( ? ) . "  I am unable to dec ipher my last scr ibbled 
word ,  but it ha s four letter s  looking l ike "ma sk" - meaning disguising her vo ice . ]  

Ah been do in ' work - ah been Peadin ' [ cards ] evah since ah wuz a kid . 
(But you l ived in New Orleans? )  
[ S ince she did not say this pr eviously , the machine must have been turned o f f  

momentar ily . The four widely spaced do ts following her preceding word "kid" 
of ten indicate a stoppage . I am not asking a leading question . ]  

Ah been in New Orleans , but ah nevah l ive dere . AH DON ' NEED TUH GO TUH NEW 
ORLEANS TUH LEARN NUTHIN . 

(Does a per son ever have any trouble getting paid? ) 
Sometimes . Yo ' know some folks wouldn ' t  pay a granny biZ Z ,  but yo '  know how 

tuh turn ' em  loo se don ' chew? When dey br ing yo ' dey watah [ ur ine ] an ' br ing 
yo ' thin ' s dat belongs tuh ' em, always hole [ hold] par t of it . Dat blocks ' em  
all de way , de hole [ = hold = the held] par t o f  i t  der e ,  so if dey don ' t pay yo ' ,  
yo ' kin let it  go [ do something to i t ] . An ' den dey ca in ' t ketch yo ' [ for do ing 
thi s  sor t of thing because you leave no evidence] . 

[ I  laugh . ] (Always have a str ing tied to them . ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . 
[While machine is stopped I ask about candles . ]  
Yo ' burn can ' les ' cardin ' tuh what chew wan ' ' em  fo ' ,  ' cardin ' tuh whut mont ' 

a man ' s bo ' n  in , or a woman . 
Yo ' burn r ed can ' les fo ' de devil [ for the devil ' s  work] . If yo ' gon ' a  burn 

red can ' les yo ' burn ' em on a new moon . Den yo ' mus t  fight ahUPe aan ' Zes . 
(Fight them? How do you f ight them? ) 
Git chew a switch an ' whup [whip ] ' em lak yor e mothah used tuh whup yuh . 
[ She laughs . ]  
Lak ah want 

·
chew fo ' mah ole man an ' yo ' somebody else ' s , well ah set dese 

heah red can ' les on yuh . Den ah go tuh whuppin ' ' em. [ I  say ] , "Ah whuppin '  yo ' 
out dere" [ out of your home] . Ah commence tuh callin ' yo ' by yore name , see . 
Den ah whup each can ' le ,  an ' ah say [ to your wife or girl ] , "Leave heah , git outa 
mah path . " An ' when da t can ' le goes out • • •  [ the rite is f inished ] . 

[ To catch my br eath after being symbolically whipped with the candles , I turn 
off the machine . She evidently says much candle burning is a waste of time and 
money . ] 

It [ the use o f  j ust any candle] come from misundahstan ' in ' . Yo ' see dey have 
can':les made fo ' nuthin but dese thin ' s .  Undahstan ' me , dey no t lak de average 
can ' le .  

[According to this doatoP , ordinary colored candles , even white ones , ar e 
wor thless . Candles must be made for a def inite purpo se . If thi s be so , then 
you must trust your candle dealer ; better still , make your own candles ! Yet 
purpose still remains a problem. That is the reason for the many candle rites 
on pages 7 97-862 . ]  

Dat ' s [ the preceding red candle r ite and whipping i s ]  fo ' yo ' s  tuh g it r id o f  
' er .  [ Informant has forgo tten ,  the red candles were for informant t o  get r id of 
my wife ! ] Blue is fo ' peac e .  Some folks burn ' em  [white? ] fo ' sickness ,  worr ies 
an ' troubles . 

(Do you know how they use holy wa ter ? )  
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Holy watah , sho ' . Yo ' go tub church an ' g it some of it , take a bath in it . 
[This small amount of  holy water from a church is put in the normal bath 

water . Many doatoPs bless water for the use of pat ient s . ]  
(What do you do that for? ) 
Succ ess . 
See , EVAHBODY DON ' B ' L IEVE IN DE SAME THIN ' . Some fo ' ks use dog - dey take 

dog manur e an ' let it dry an ' ket manur e an ' let it dry .  Dey uses dis manure in 
a fo 1m [ form] of powdah , undahstan ' Well , dat ' s  tub make a person d ie .  Mix dat 
wit black peppah an ' sprinkl e it wher ein [ in the house wher e ]  yo ' don ' wan ' de 
fo ' ks tub l ive - ah want chew tub move , ah wan ' a  tear up yore home . 

Keep ' em from drinkin ' .  Yo ' see a catf ish ministrates lak a woman . Don ' chew 
know dat? Well , dey do ' s .  De f emale catf ish min ' strate lak a woman evah munt -
evah munt she min ' s trat es . Well , yo ' take , go git chew a live catf ish an ' yo ' 
take dat catf ish an ' lay ' em  down an ' yo ' stab ' em  in de tail , an ' yo ' hold it on 
[over ] dat bo ttle wher e [ out of  which] he ' s  drunk an ' let it bleed dere an ' give 
' fm  dat . An ' if he kin keep any whiskey in , when whiskey git s  near ' is mout ' or 
anythin ' ,  he ' ll say , "uh-huh-unh . "  Jis ' de same as castah o il ,  dat whiskey . 

De catf ish min ' s trate evah munt ' lak a woman an ' ' long ' bout from de fust tub 
de fift een yo ' caught ' em .  Put it in dey whiskey tub s top ' em  drinkin ' - break 
up a drunkard . 

Ah kin tell yo ' whut tub do wit some of  ' em  but [ there are ]  d iff ' ren ' thin ' s  
yo ' do . Take a fro g an ' put ' im in a box of  sard ines , lak yo ' in bad luck . Yo ' 
take an ' git chew one do se l il young frogs an ' yo ' take an ' put ' im  in a box of 
sard ines , an ' j is '  put ' im right in dere wit dat o il an ' all an ' let ' im s tay 
der e .  An ' af tah ' is flesh come offa him , yo ' git dat collar [ bone ] of  ' im an ' 
yo '  wear it in yore pocket fo ' luck . 

(You don ' t  take the sard ines out of the tin,  out of  the can . ) 
An '  dat o il go in dere [ his body ] an ' he go in ' fall off  dere [ his flesh will 

fall off ] an ' yo ' f ind ' is bones - dat collar bone right roun ' dere . But if dat 
bone gits stole fum ooh [ from you] , yo ' in worsah luck den yo ' Wuz . 

De only b ird s dat ah use is de sparrah an ' de bat . Well , yo ' use de sparrah 
j is '  lak yo ' would a bat , if yo ' cain ' t g it ' im  [ the bat ] . But de bat is de best 

(Did you ever hear o f  us ing d irt dauber ' s  nes t ? ) 
Um-huh . Yo ' use his d irt an ' graveyard d irt fo ' de devil - some fo ' ks do . 

It ' s  evil . Yo ' take graveyard d irt - go whe re dey have graves ,  dis yellah colah 
[ color]  [ yellow clay] , yo ' know, an ' yo ' take de d irt dauber ' s  d irt an ' de grave 
dirt an ' yo ' roll it lak dat [ d emonstrates ] .  See , yo ' keep a-roll in ' . An ' yo ' 
let it dry . An ' sprinkle it all roun ' yore house an ' all undah yore hous e .  Well 
yo ' gon ' a  move , dat ' s  whut chew gon ' a  d o  - yo ' gon ' a  leave dat house . 

Den ah kin take yo ' pichure an ' cut it in de shape of a cof f in an ' bear it on 
a new grave . Co ' s e ah j is ' tell in ' yo ' dat , ah ain ' t exper ience it . I see fo ' ks 
dat has d id it ,  but ah haven ' t  did it . 

Yes suh . Dey use all kin ' ins exes lak dat wit graveyard d irt , fo ' tub draw yo ' 
�� tub cause enemies , an ' dey put dat s tuf f in yore food . 

Well , some wtmmin ' s  feed mens offa dere per iod s an ' all dose diff ' ren thin ' s .  
So much tub dis [ hoodoo stuff ] .  

Yo ' take lak she stay all night wid j oo ,  an ' she ' s  off  yo ' [ away from you for 
a moment ] , yo ' steal ' er stockin ' an ' make out somebody is took de s tockin ' ,  but 
chew hold de stockin ' - right . 

(Her right foo t stocking . )  
Take dat stockin ' an ' wherevah yo ' go in '  yo ' pack dat stockin ' . She ' s  gon ' a  

follah dat stockin ' - br ing ' er tub yo ' .  
Yo ' burn seven can ' les , den make a wish on ' em .  
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Jis ' lak ah say , well , yo ' go buy yo ' a pair of  solid white stockin ' s  or white 
socks - thin as yo ' kin git ' em . A� ' den yo ' put ' em  on yo ' self an ' weah ' em  
t ill yo ' wear a hole in ' em .  Den yo ' take ' em tuh yore grate an ' star t a b ig ho t 
f iah . Yo ' say, "Ah want mah trouble tuh go back where it -come f rom , an ' mah good 
luck restore back tuh me . Bring back whut chew stole from me . "  See , but yo ' mus' 
weah dem white stockin ' s  fo ' nine days . But chew put ' em  on lak dis an ' pull ' em 
o f f - yo ' j is '  ketch ' em  an ' pull ' em o f f  lak dat . In de mawnin ' yo ' git up an ' 
put ' em  on lak dat ,  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Dat makes yo ' return dat yo ' stole . 

(What do you do with those stockings then? ) 
Yo ' start chure f iah of  - no t a lil f iah , a ho t f iah . Say , "Ah want mah bad 

luck tuh go back where it come from . An ' mah good luck tuh restore back tuh me , 
dat chew stole - restore it back tuh me . "  

Evah time ah ' m  tell in ' yo ' ah ' m  tell in ' yo ' dif f ' ren one . See , ANY WORK YO ' 
DO IT ' S  FIVE OR SIX WAYS TUH WORK IT . 

(No two people will work the same thing the same way? ) 
No suh . 
(Well , could I do something so that they wouldn ' t  hurt me? )  
Sho ' , yo ' keep a cross in yore house an ' yo ' keep can ' les burnt . Chew keep 

yore enemies away . 
(How do you mean with the cros s ?  What do you do with that cross? ) 
Yo ' know whut a cros s  is . Yo ' git chew a can ' le holdah wit a cross  [ stamped ]  

on it , an ' ah keep a cross on mah do ' ,  tuh keep mah enemies out . 
(What kind o f  candles would you use? ) 

Ah burn blue can ' les fo ' peace always . 
(Do you burn them at any special time or any length of t ime? ) 
Six in de evenin ' ,  twelve in de day , an ' s ix in de mawnin ' . 
[ This is what I call "FORMULA 6-12- 6" - see p . 8 30 . ]  
(For any number of  days ? )  
Jis ' dat one day . 
(While you are burning these candles do you say anything? ) 
"De Lawd is mah shepherd an ' ah shall no t want . "  Yo ' call dere name , ah tole  

yo ' dat . Yo ' call ' em by  dere  name . 
[ THE PROBLEM OF WHO AND HOW MANY BELIEVE IN HOODOO NOW FOLLOWS : ]  
(What percentage of these people,  colored and white ,  would you say are inter-

ested in this type of  work? ) 
All o f  ' em  - de r ichest tuh de po ' est . 
(Colored and white bo th? ) 
Bo th .  
{And you handle both? ) 
No , mah trade is white .  Ah mean [ those who ] keep de cooks an ' maids an ' 

[ have ]  thin ' s  [ in other words , the well-to-do whites ] . 
[ The problem of  who and how many I have discussed in the INTRODUCTION ,  volume 

1, pages II-III . Once again , notice that present informant ' s  Mah tPade is white 
are the very words of Madam Wiley o f  Memphis (preceding p . II ,  5 lines from bot tom 
of page , from p . l 567 , l ine 3f . ) .  My only r eason for no t add ing present inform
ant ' s  four words to the preceding discussion is simple .  I could neither remember 
nor locate at will all details of a vast amount o f  mater ial . ]  

Yo ' take a grap evine j is '  lak yo ' say yo ' go t a enemy an ' yo ' f igure dat he ' s  
tryin ' tuh do yo ' dirt , tryin ' tuh hoodoo yo ' .  Yo ' undahstan ' me . Ah go cut me 
a grapevine . Take dat grapevine an ' whup yo ' ,  whup de bo t tom of yore house wit 

�· Ah gon ' a  whup yo ' outa mah int ' res ' [ interest ] .  But it take de grapevine 
tuh break up ' is enemy . 

(Why is that ? )  
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Didn ' t  Christ whup ' em  out? 
(He whipped them out of the temple , that ' s right . Did He use a grapevine? Or 

what? ) 
He didn ' t  do nuthin wit de grapevine . Jis ' take de Scriptures [ I  am merely 

using the Scriptures to show ChPist whup 'em out . ] 
Den ah ' ll go git me a black hen . Ah ' ll go fin ' a hen barn where she ' s layin ' 

an ' ah git dat black hen aig, an ' ah write chure name in dat aig nine times an ' 
throw dat aig an ' bus ' it on de top of his house . An ' when dis house - lak dat 
aig splattah , den de thin ' s  in dis house will splattah . 

(That will make him move out of the house? ) 
Dem black hen aig . 
(WHY DO THEY USE THE BLACK HEN EGG , I WONDER? ) 

WELL, DAT ' S  EVIL . ANYTHIN ' YO ' SEE DAT ' S DIRTY IS BLACK AT HE ART , AIN ' T  IT? 
[ HOW QUICKLY SHE THINKS ! SHE IS CAREFUL NOT TO S AY ,  "ANYTHIN ' YO ' SEE DAT ' S 

BLACK IS BLACK AT HEART . I I  BLACK HEN S I CANDLES I BOTTLES I ETC . I WILL N EVER BE THE 
SAME IN HOODOO . THE PSYCHOLOGY OF BLACK HAS CH ANGED FOR THE BLACK MAN . ] 

EUREKA HOTEL WHERE I INTERVIEWED IN MEMPHIS 
BUILT BY THE DEAD 

YO ' GO DOWN IN DE GRA VE • • •  GO DE THIRD DAY • • •  
IF A NOTAD [NOTED] GAMBLAH DIED 

AN ' IF A PERSON WANTS SOMEPIN FO ' DE UNDAHWORL ' 
LAK FO ' A SPO 'TIN ' HOUSE OR A BOOTLEGGAH 

WELL� IF A HARD GAMBLAH� A HIGH SPO 'T [SPORT] GUY 
DE THIRD DAY YO ' MUS ' PICK A CHANCE IN DE GRA VEYARD 

DAT NIGHT AN ' GO DOWN IN DERE [ HIS GRA VE] • • •  
TAKE OUT 'IS LEF ' F INGAH ON DE LEF ' HAN ' • • •  

DE THUMB OR 'IS MIDDLE FINGAH OR 'IS LITTLE ONE • • •  
DIS HOUSE IS BUILT OFFA DAT STUFF 

(THIS HOUSE HERE? )  
[EUREKA HOTEL FOR BLACKS IN DOWNTOWN MEMPHIS] 
YES • • •  DE WOMAN DAT USED TUH OWN DIS HOUSE • • •  

(THIS HOTEL HERE?)  
[ IN WHICH I INTERVIEWED� MA Y  1 938-SEE VOL . l �  P . XXXl l l ]  

SHE HAD GIRLS FROM TWELVE YEARS OLE TUH TWENTY 
AN ' SHE BOUGHT DIS [ HOUSE] 

CO 'SE SHE 'S MOVED TUH CHICAGO NOW 
BUT SHE HAD ONE [A "FINGAH" ] 

(THAT 'S WHAT SHE STARTED WITH?)  
STARTED WIT DAT "HAN ' "  • • •  

SHE MADE MILLIONS OF DOLLAHS 

AN ' DEN YO ' USE DIS "CONTROLLIN ' POWDAH" 
OF co· ' SE WE AL WAYS SENT TUH NEW ORLEANS AN ' GIT IT 
UNTIL DEY [POST OFF ICE] STOPPED IT THROUGH MAILIN ' 

AN ' NOW YO ' GOTA GO DERE AN ' YO ' GIT IT NOW 

IF AH WANTA PUT CHEW IN BAD LUCK • • •  AH LEARN YORE NAME 
AH GITS ME SOME GRA VEYARD DIRT • • •  RED PEPPAH • • •  SALT [ 3  INGREDIENTS] 

AH WRITES YORE NAME 9 TIMES • • •  SPRINKLE DIS STUFF ALL OVAH DAT 
AN ' DEN YO ' COULDN 'T HA VE ANY MO ' [MORE] LUCK 
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UNLESSEN YO ' KNOW JIB ' WHO TUH GO TUH 
YO ' HA VE  TUH GO TUH A MIGIBY-FINE FELLAH [A FIRST-CLASS "DOCTOR "]  

TUH GIT CHEW OUT FROM DAT 

DE PROSECUTIN ' ATTORNAH, WRITE HIS NAME ON A BROWN PIECE OF PAPAH 
AN ' YO ' PUT 50  POUNDS OR 1 00 POUNDS • • •  OF ICE • • •  

YO ' TURN DE NAME - JIB ' LAK DIS BOOKS DOWN HEAH [DEMONSTRATES] 
[INFORMANT TURNS UPSIDE DOWN MY SMALL "NUMBERS BOOK" ON THE TABLE. ] 

(TURN IT DOWN) [I DESCRIBE HER ACTION TO MICROPHONE] 
AN ' PUT DAT [NAME ON BROWN PAPER ] BETWEEN 
[ BETWEEN TABLE TOP AND "NUMBERS BOOK"] 

IF IT 'S 1 00 POUNDS, PUT 50 ON DE BOTTOM AND 50 ON DE TOP 
AN ' DAT 'LL FREEZE HIM SO HE CAIN 'T TALK 

HE CAIN 'T EVEN AST A QUESTION 
[SEE "NUMBERS BOOK" SHE ACTUALLY HANDLED IN ILLUSTRATIONS, p . 1 846 ]  

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[The reader will not ice that the woman of this int erview and the woman in the 
preced ing one have interview numb ers 921  and 923 . This shows they wer e probably 
together with other people wa it ing to see me . Moreover , each woman begins with a 
fork-in-the-door rite . Did they know each other? I doubt it . In my experienc e 
doators are almo st always loners , j ealous and wary of  one ano ther . Except ions 
will be found when healing or roo twork is handed down in a family or transmitted 
from doator to younger ass istant . (For handing down of cures in a family , as 
well as for a remarkable erysipela s rite of  great deta il , see pp . 37 2-374 , quoted 
from FAC I ,  2ed . ,  No . 58 2 6 , pp . 2 64- 2 6 5 . )  Equally ama zing is a simple remedy soon 
to follow, probably my only example of a rare silver-d ime rite : to sleep with a 
silver d ime under your tongue ! The material of  informant 921 came from cylind ers 
1487 : 10-14 92 : 6 . ] 

Yo ' take a bran ' -new fo ' k  an ' yo ' str ike three t imes o n  de do '  an ' yo ' tell 
de person, call dat full name of de furse lick . Yo ' say , j is '  say , "John Henry , "  
or who evah it is , say , "John Henry , leave town, " or "�· " Eithah one dat yo ' 
want ' em tuh do . Says , "Ah mean, �! Yo ' go tta go . "  Dat ' s a shore [ sure] shot , 
if yo ' kin git tuh dat doah . 

(You just j ab that fork into the door three t imes ? )  
Jis ' three t imes . 
Lak if yo ' wanta draw roomahs , yo ' take o il of wintahgreen an ' o il of c innamon 

an'  o il of  van-van [ 3  o ils , see THREE OILS , pp . 6 5 2  & 7 29 ] , an ' yo ' take dat an ' 
put it intuh d i s  20 Mule Borax an ' put some pupahr ize [ pulverize]  alum in it an ' 
scrub wit dat . An ' den yo ' take lump [ inc ense] , no t de othah , an '�ah an ' dra
gon blood an ' burn dat three t imes a day - six,  twelve an' six agin [ see FORMULA 
6-12- 6 ,  p . 830 ] . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat draws . 
(Draw roomer s in? ) 
Draw plenty o f  ' em . 
(And how often do you scrub ? )  
Twic et a week . 
(Any particular days? )  
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Wbatevah day yo ' want ,  but gin ' rally [generally]  yo ' scrub ev ' ry Fr iday an ' 
tuesdays . 

Yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road an ' lak if yo ' wan ' a  play music - dat ' s  de only 
�DI dat ah ' ve seen done . Yo ' go dere tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' yo ' set down . 
Yo ' go at midnight or yo ' go at three , but yo ' go tta go three stra ight night s an ' 
yo ' stay till three or foah - whatevah . If it ' s  wintaht ime , co ' se yo ' stay t ill 
�h, becuz it ' s  j is '  befo ' - yo ' know it ' s  go tta be dark an ' j i s '  at  de breakin ' 
of day yo ' ll meet ' im .  Yo ' sets dere an ' yo ' swears at dis end of de road dat 
chew pahfur [ prefer ] nuthin conc ernin '  God . Yo ' have tuh swear dat chew wuh 
[were ] go in ' [ to leave God ] . Af tah de furse night yo ' see den it appeahs a road , 

a ..all road . When yo ' furse go dere yo ' tell ' em  yo ' come , dat chew dec ided tuh 
�t de spir it dere - de devil . See , yo ' don ' wan ' a  see [ serve]  God or nuthin , 
an '  yo ' ll do yore purpose der e .  Yo ' wan ' a  sell yo ' self tuh de devil . An ' when 
yo ' set dere , den yo ' wait . An ' den it ' s  a spir it [a vision ] appeahs . An ' it 
[bas] two sides . It ' s  a small road look lak heah an ' den it ' s  a wide road . -yo '  
-y , "Ah don ' wan ' a  go disaway , ah ' m  go in ' disaway . "  An ' yo ' sets dere wit yore 
.aaic , an ' yo ' say , "Ah desire tuh play dis fo ' dis crowd ovah heah . "  An ' yo ' 
aet dere dat night . Dat ' s  de fur se night . 

(Wha t night is tha t ? ) 
Dat ' s de furse night . 
(What road are you go ing to take , the narrow one or the wide one? ) 
Yo ' take de wide road if yo ' sellin ' yo ' self tuh de devil . Dat ' s  de blaak-aPt 

�k. [ The term blaak aPt appears only 2 or 3 ttmes in HOODOO. ] Yo ' set dere arr 
when yo ' set dere , de second night you do de same thing . Den a ga te open . Den a 
spirit - a spirit sees dose things . Aftah yo ' take dis oath dere at de end of  
dis road , yo ' says - yo '  makes yore vow j is '  whut chew want done , whatevah yo ' 
aant . If yo ' wanta play music or yo '  wanta hunt treasur es �r anything lak dat -
dat whut chew' s dere fo ' . Yo ' make dat contract wit dis  evil spirit , an ' he ' ll 
tell yo ' whut t ime tuh come back . An ' yo ' come back de nex ' night an ' do de same 
until de third t tme .  Den de third ttme lo ta spirits will appeah . Den if yo ' kin 
stan' tuh see do se things , yo ' ll pass ; an ' if no t ,  why yo ' git a bad dea l  dere , 
yo ' git scar et nurly tuh death . 

Wit dere foot track, yo ' kin br ing a person back . 
(Bow do you do that ? )  
If yo ' want ' em  back, yo ' ketch d e  foots - d e  foot go in ' dat way [ away from 

you] , yo ' rake de dust back [demonstrates]  an ' yo ' tie it up . 
(From the toe back to the heel . )  
Back to de heel an ' tie it up in a sack an ' put it ovah yore doah . An ' if yo ' 

wan ' ' em  tuh leave town, den yo ' put red peppah an ' graveyard dirt an ' salt an ' 
write dere name intuh dis bun ' le ,  den yo ' put it intuh a lemon an ' den yo ' ovah-
bo 1d [ overboard ] it . An ' dey leave de c ity . 

· 

(Do you take the dirt the same way? )  
De same way dat you did it de furse ttme .  
(Either foo t ? ) 
Well , now, if yo ' want ' em  tuh come back tuh yo ' ,  yo ' git it - yo '  see , if dey 

soin ' from yo ' an ' yo ' want ' em  back, yo ' take it dis  way [demonstrates ] .  An ' if 
yo ' want ' em  - dis lak de foot , if ah want ' em  come tuh me , ah take de d irt from 
dis way [ demons trates ] .  

(From the heel to the toe . )  
Yes . Now,  ah want ' em  tuh leave , ah take it back [ demonstrates ] .  
(Take it  back [ to the heel ] . )  
Dat ' s  when yo ' gonna try tuh do ' em  somepin tuh make ' em  leave . 
Ah ' ll take bluestone , coal o il an ' saltpetah [ 3  ingredient s ]  an ' bathe in dat 
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thr ee t imes 1 an ' so long as yo ' take a dime an ' yo ' grate  it  up an ' yo ' put half 
in one sho e  an ' half in de  o thah . No t half but thr ee-quar tahs of it - divide it 
up in three parts . An ' den yo ' make yo ' a little silk bag an ' yo ' weah half of 
dat up heah r ight in d is [demons trates ] .  

(The hollow o f  the neck1 yes . )  
An ' den yo ' take d e  o thah [ half ] an ' yo ' put in de ho llah o f  yor e foot [ one

fourth in each foo t ] . An ' yo ' take dose bluestone an ' saltpeter an ' coal oil an ' 
take a bath in dat three times 1 an ' dat ' ll take off any evil spell . Dey cain '_t __ 
do anything tuh yo ' .  

(You take that bath the same t ime - three times that day? ) 
Yo ' take dat at night always an ' empty it befo ' day . Empty de  watah in run

nin ' watah an ' dat ' ll run off any bad luck or any evil influenc e dat dey try . 
An ' it will go back to wher e it come from . 

[ Presumably the bath is taken three nights in succession . ]  
(You cut the d ime in three par ts  you say? One part in the hollow of your neck 

and one in each foo t ? ) 
[ Three par ts  o r  four ? ] 
In de ho llah o f  de  foot . Yo ' kin put i t  in a little silk bag if yo ' wanta 1 

an ' if yo '  have a sho e yo ' tack it in der e ;  or a little piece of kid 1 dat be de 
bes ' so it will hold it  bettah . Put it  in each sho e .  Or some people put s  i t  
[ d ime]  down roun ' dey laig 1 but lo t ta people don ' wan ' chew tuh know dat dey 
havin '  dat - doin ' anything lak dat . So yo ' put i t  in a little p iec e o f  kidskin 
an ' tack it in de hollah of yore sho e 1  insid e .  

Gin ' rally [generally] . i f  yo ' re poisoned. why yo ' TAKE A S ILVAH DIME an ' yo ' 
PUT IT UNDAH YORE TONGUE an ' yo ' SLEEP WIT DAT DIME UNDAH DERE IF YO ' KIN . Some 
people kin an ' some cain ' t stan ' it . An ' if yo ' r e [ you ar e]  poisoned dat dime 
will turn black1 if it ' s  somepin in yo ' .  An ' if it ' s  a spell on yo 1 1  yo ' wash 
wit dat s tuff [ the preced ing bath] an ' it ' ll - yor e mind will come normal at 
once 1  in a f ew minut es . 

[ I  have ONE OR TWO ACCOUNTS OF PERSONS DELIBERATELY SWALLOWING A DIME (see 
S ILVER under IMPOTENCE CURES 1 5 d imes being swallowed ! )  but this sleeping with a 
d ime under the tongue is probably my only example of the r it e . ] 

Well 1 yo ' kin put it  [ hair ] in a bird nes t or yo ' kin ketch a f ish - cat f ish . 
An ' yo ' take dat catf ish an ' open up dis tail 1 or put it intuh him any plac e yo ' 
wanta . Jis ' bo ' [bore a hole in ] him an ' push dat hair - wrap it  an ' put it in 
dere yo ' know . An ' wr it e  on dere whut chew want tuh be done 1 an ' push it intuh 
dat f ish an ' put it back out in the r ivah . An ' dat f ish - j is '  lak he run 1 yore 
brains ' ll run dat same way . 

(And how do you put tha t  in the b ird ' s  nest ? )  
D e  bird nest 1 dat ' s  tuh make yo ' always suffah wit a haidache an ' nevah be 

well ; yo ' ll be sick all d e  time 1 so  long as dat stays in dere . 
Take dat [ hat]  bow an ' yo ' put lodestone an ' yo ' put dragon blood an ' yo ' 

sprinkle sugah in it [ 3  ingredient s ] . an ' yo ' weah dat in de ban ' of yore drawahs 
or yo ' weah dat in - make yo ' some gartahs an ' put it double an ' sew it in der e 1  
an ' dey cain ' t  quit chew tuh save dey lif e .  Ah tried dat an ' go t mah r ib broke 
once 1  so ah don ' t fool wit dat no mo ' .  Dey go crazy ' bout chew . 
---T-ake d ey shoes an ' run ' em .  too . Well 1 yo ' take de sho e an ' take de inside 
sole out  an 1 yo 1 spr inkle it wit - take some lodestone an ' beat it up an 1 put 
some of dat s tuff dat chew put ovah lod estone . Yo ' git animun [anvi t ]  dust an ' 
yo ' fold it tuh yo ' .  It  comes offa iron in - wher e [ they] f ixes hors eshoes . j is '  
d e  iron . dat dust . 

(The anvit dust in the blacksmith shop? ) 
[Anvit dust in my collect ing days came from the hoodoo shop . ]  
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Uh-huh . Yo ' take da t an ' yo ' wrap i t  tuhgethah , an ' yo ' take d e  toe [ o f  that 
insole]  an ' yo ' roll i t  back tuh yo ' an ' make yore wish . 

(The to e of this inside sole . Then what do you do ? )  
Yo ' put it ovah de do ' .  Take dat [wall ] papah loo s e  an ' keep dat fla t  an ' den 

put it down betwix it . Da t br ing dem back.  
Yo ' use  dragon blood an ' sulphah intuh de sho e an ' burn it evah mawnin ' ' fore 

daybreak, an ' burn it  six a ' clock in de  evenin ' .  Da t ' s  tuh draw ' em , tuh draw 
mens . 

(To draw men you take and old sho e  and do that? ) 
No [ no t  any old shoe ] . Lak if yo ' wuz runnin ' a house an ' yo ' wanted nuthin 

dere but �� yo ' take de man ' s  sho e ;  Jf yo ' want wimmin , yo ' take a woman ' s  
shoe - de lef t sho e .  
�h wuz speakin ' o f  ho s s  [ hor se]  hoof . Yo ' take dat an ' incen ' an ' burn dat 
an ' sprinkle it  wit su�[ 3  ingr edients ]  in a room . Dat ' s  tuh draw in fo ' luck, 
�oo - good luck fo ' roomahs . DIS WOMAN BURNIN ' IT ALL DE TIME NEX ' DOAH [ the 
ho tel room next to the one in which I was then interviewing ] .  [ If no t alr eady 
pr inted , somewhere I have a no te that this hust ling woman played her radio or 
phonograph all day long at full blas t !  You do no t complain . Bribery was out of 
�he question . One of those little-cro sses-to-bear exper ienc es in field work . ]  
De sugah wit it , dat ' s  fo ' peace . De sugah ' s  fo ' peace all d e  time . 

(What do you do with that stuff after you burn it? ) 
Yo ' j is '  keep de sugah in back an ' burn it . Yo ' know wher e dey go tuh put de  

boss-shoe on , dey scales off  dat  stuff  dat  comes off d e  ho ss hoof . Well , dey ' ll 
take dat an ' pu t dat wit d is ,  an ' dis  lump incen ' an ' dat . Jis ' burn it evah , 
'bout twicet a week an ' dat draws . SHE USE IT ALL DE TIME RIGHT NEX ' DOAH [ in 
tlle hotel ] . [A later no te of  mine reads : "Wher e the rad io or phonograph was on 
all the time . See my no te . "  Where? ] 

Yo ' use dat [ sock] . Yo ' j is '  bury dat at de  doah an ' dey take , if dey want 
' fa  back, dey point de sock toe inside - comin ' in de do ' .  Some takes ' em  an ' 
�ess ' em  wit sugah , pu t ' em  in de bed an ' sleep on ' em . 

(What do they do tha t for ? ) 
Tuh make ' em  come bac k .  
(Either sock? ) 
Well , ' card in ' if yo ' kin git ' em .  If yo ' cain ' t git but one , yo ' use one . 
(Well , if you want to send a man away? ) 
Well , if yo ' wanta send ' im away , yo ' take an ' git d e  graveyard d irt an ' yo ' 

pu� it in his shoes , an ' if yo ' gits it undah dere wit de r ed peppah - bu t chew 
j is 1  gotta put da t up  undah der e  so he cain ' t discovah it . An ' put it in his 
pocket an ' he ' ll go an ' git in so much trouble he won ' t  be roun ' yo ' any mo ' .  

Den,  if yo ' scar ed o f  ' im  an ' don ' wan ' a  do dat , why yo ' take it - take dat 
�aveyard dirt  an ' red peppah an ' beat de  dirt  up . Yo ' know, co ' se [of cour se ] , 
da� be ' s f ine anyhow when yo ' go tuh de  graveyard an ' git it , but chew have it  
fine an ' den yo ' take a teaspoonful an ' git mad . Yo ' have tuh git mad tuh do it . 
[!b get mad is a magic r it e ,  see p . l8 6 0 ,  4 lines from bo t tom & p . l8 6 1 ,  l ine 10 . ]  
All' vhenevah yo ' an ' ' 'im have a fuss - yo ' have it  where yo ' kin git it - j is ' 
� a  spoonful an ' · pu t it in a papah . Well , yo ' cain ' t do it wit ' out yo ' r e mad . 
lllaen yo ' r e mad - an ' den yo ' have yo '  a red-ho t  f iah an ' yo ' say , "Ah don ' t want 
chew heah nohow ,  I I  an I j is I throw it in de  f iah . An I den say , "Goddam yo I !  Git 
.!!£.! 11 An ' he ' ll g it out an ' s tar t an ' git intuh all kinda trouble until he 
leaves . Yo ' j is '  be talkin ' an ' cleanin ' up , see . 

Wit dere monthly per iods dey kill ' em .  Some o f  ' em  run ' em  crazy . Ah ' ve 
...ah seen ' em  run ' em crazy , but ah know dey take it an ' bo ttle it up an ' pine 
'• tl»2Y , make ' em  dry up . 
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Take de pho tograph an ' it two or three things yo ' kin do wit it . Git da t 
photograph ovah a glass o f  watah an ' burn yo ' a white candle [ 9  of them] , dat 
draw ' em  back in two weeks . It  take eight or nine days to do dat ,  but dey 1 11 
come back tuh yo ' .  If dey in New York dey ' ll come back • . 

(Just how do you put tha t  candle over tha t ?  I mean that photograph over that 
glass  of water? ) 

Yo ' set de pho tograph on its haid ovah dat . Or yo ' kin lay it down . But in 
gin ' ral [ general ] if yo '  want ' em  tuh hurry, yo ' stan ' da t photograph on its 
ha id . 

(In the house , that pho tograph standing on top of the glass of water on its 
head . )  

Or yo ' do it d isaway, put de face disaway [ demonstrate s ] . 
(Put the face down over the glass of water . )  
Jine [ j oin] a line of small candles , nine of ' em  roun ' dere - white candles . 
(How long do you burn those white candles? )  

Yo ' kin burn ' em  nine days , but somet ime dey a t  home in three days . Den co ' se 
yo ' gotta git da t out de way [ hide everything from the returning man ] . 

Ah wuz taught tuh use white candles fo ' a pho tograph , an ' [ but ] some people 
use de black candles an ' stick de needles through ' em, or pins , an ' dat ' s  tuh 
make a person sick . 

(Well ,  what else do they do with the pho tograph? ) 
Well , dey cut it in de shape of a coff in an ' bury it , an ' pine de per son away . 
Well , now in beginnin ' - ah dunno [ don ' t  know] , some people do-es in differn 

[ dif ferent]  ways in differn things . But if dey wanta kill yo ' ,  dey cut a little 
box somepin lak a c igar box in de shape of a cof f in,  an ' den dey make a lit tle 
doll , cut de head out , an ' dey callin ' yo ' all de t ime .  Dey tellin ' yo ' if dey 
want chew tuh die or whutevah it is , 11Yo 1 must die ,  dis is yore las '  time in 
dere . An ' yo ' must be daid . "  An ' so-an ' -so . An ' dey talkin ' all  de t ime tuh 
d is ,  an ' sew i t  up an ' bury it an ' have a ceremo ny ovah it chewself - off tuh 
yo ' self in de wood s  or some place in a deser ted place where dat nobody could see , 
an ' den yo ' nail dat aroun ' . An '  yo ' bury da t face down , but da t name must be 
down in dat ,  wrote nine t imes . An ' dat supposed tuh pine yo ' away an ' kill yuh . 

Take her drawahs an ' spr ead ' em  ovah his haid . Sho ' [ sure ] . Yo ' spread ' em  
ovah de ba id , or yo ' spread ' em  heah , if he ' s  covahed up . Yo ' spread ' em  right 
across de top , j is '  lak if it ' s  wintaht ime , or cool enough to have somepin ovah 
[ the ] haid . If yo ' git it ovah him he won ' t  wake up unt il yo ' come . 

Yo ' go down in de grave but chew mus t  g o  d e  third day , yo ' cain ' t  go nine or 
ten days [ af ter death] . Yo ' mus t  g o  j is '  lak if a notah [ noted ]  gamblah died , 
an ' if a per son wants somepin fo ' de undahworl ' ,  lak fo ' a spo ' t in ' house or a 
boo tleggah - well if a hard gamblah,  a high spo ' t [ spor t ]  guy . De third day yo ' 
mus '  pick a chance in de graveyard da t night an ' go down in dere [ the grave ] . 
An '  see , yo ' don ' t  have tuh dig de whole grave . Jis ' dig a straight enough hole 
about half de grav e ,  enough fo ' yo ' tuh git in dere tuh his f ingah . An ' den yo ' 
take out ' is lef ' f ingah on de lef ' han ' . See , yo ' take de thumb , or ' is middle 
f ingah, or ' is little one [ little f inger ] - eithah one of dose . D IS HOUSE [ HOTEL 
IN WHICH I WAS AT THAT MOMENT INTERVIEWING THE SPEAKER] IS BU ILT OFFA DAT STUFF 
[ hoodoo work ] . 

(This house here? ) 
[ The Eur eka Ho t el for blacks in downtown Memphis ,  Tenn . , the building in which 

I interviewed , May 1 938 - see Vol . l , p . XXXIII , par . 3f . ]  
Yes . 
(How do you mean? ) [ In wha t way was this house built by hoodoo ? ]  
De woman da t used tuh own dis house,  she did dat - Dora Smith . 
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(This ho tel here? ) 
She had g irls from twelve years ole tuh twenty,  an ' she bought d is [ house ] . 

Co ' se she ' s  moved tuh Chicago now, but she had one [a f inger from the lef t hand 
of a recently dead-and-buried gambler or underworld per son of wide reputa tion . 
If he had been stabbed or shot to death, so much more the power ] . 

(Tha t ' s  wha t she star ted with? ) 
Started wit dat han ' . 
[ Informant now call s this f inger a hand (see HAND S ,  pp . 519-669 ) , because it 

has been sewed into a bag and per iod ically dressed to be kept al ive with power . ]  
She made mill ions of  dollahs . She bought ovah heah in X Street . Yes , it ' s  

f ine if yo ' kin git ' em  de third day . But ah ' ve always been scared tuh go wit 
' em, but ah ' ve seen ' em  go . An ' dey dig down an ' den dey j is '  r each in der e  an ' 
git da t han ' out . An ' co ' se now , yo ' gon ' a  have some trouble . If  yo ' scarey 
yo ' cain ' t do it , becuz de spir its an ' things an ' thundah an ' evahthin ' .  Yo ' 
beah evahthin ' when yo ' do dat by d is gamblah business . Bein ' a sinnah yo ' d ie 
lak dat . Yo ' take da t out dere an ' den yo ' take it an ' put it in alcohol an ' 
let it stay about thir ty days , an ' git it so it don ' t stink , yo ' know, an ' den 
yo ' care [ carry] da t . 

An ' when yo ' down dere takin ' dis han ' yo ' tell dem yo ' take dis sp ir it as 
yore guide tuh all success in evahthin ' yo ' undahtake . Yo ' take his f ingah an ' 
yo ' tell ' em  yo '  takin ' i t  fo ' da t . 

(That wa s about 1907 . )  
[This da te was given af ter I had turned off my machine . I restar ted machine 

to add no te . On r eading transcr iption and or iginal cyl inder years ago I made a 
penciled no te beginning " She , " but later I scra tched it out . It  is quite evident 
that our millionaires& obtained her bone in 1907 and tha t  her spec ial luck then 
began . 1 

Yo ' take a tablespoonful o f  red peppah , a tablespoonful of ashes , a table
spoonful of salt  an ' yore chamber lye , where yo ' make wa tah . An ' yo ' scrub de 
place all d e  way ' cross de do ' evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' den yo ' take 
yo ' a sack of salt an ' keep it near de do ' ,  an ' if evah any officah come in der e ,  
j is '  throw de sal t down an ' sweep it out . 

(Af ter they leave? )  
Aftah dey leave . 
(You sweep it across the door for nine mornings . For nine mornings? ) 
NO ,  r ight ' cross heah [ demonstrates ] . 
(The top sill of  the door . And then all the way down . You wash the whole 

door , and acro ss the saddle of the door . )  
[MY PRECED ING COMMENT IS MADE WHILE SHE DEMONSTRATES AT THE DOOR OF MY INTER-

VIEWING ROOM . ] 
(You use the same liquid for nine mornings , no t fresh? ) 
Naw, j is '  de same thin ' . 
Take a aig an ' put it in ' is [murdered man ' s ] han ' . An ' den take a fresh hen 

.!!& dat ' s  j is '  been laid , yo ' put it in de palm of his han ' an ' bury ' im - put 
one undah his arm an ' yo ' bury ' im  wit ' is han ' s  folded wit de aig in it an ' 
be ' ll [murderer ] come �ack . Some people put it undah de both [ arms] an ' some put 
it undah de left . 

Git a bat an ' kill de ba t .  Co ' se it ' s  two or three ways . An ' yo ' take dat 
bat ' s  hear t an ' wear it on yore arm on a silk cord , yore lef t . Some people use 
dere r ight if dey gamble wit dere. lef t . But on de han ' da t chew use tuh gambl e 
lak yo ' throwin ' de dice or playin ' card s ,  have it on [ tha t arm] . An ' den some 
people uses d iffern stuf f . Some people use van-van an ' o il of geranj en [ geraniuui 
an '  white codf ish - de f ish dat de Jews eat ,  it ' s  dry . 
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(The codf ish? ) 
Dat ' s  it . D en yo ' bo il dat . 
(All three together ? ) 
Yo ' boil de f ish an ' d en yo ' git d is stuff outa de  soup bunah dat green . Whut 

chew call dat ?  Par sley ! An ' yo ' boil dat tuhgethah an 1 den yo 1 put dat oil in 
dere an ' ' no int yore han ' s wit dat . 

An ' ano thah way dey do , dey go tuh de graveyard an ' dey � [ carry ]  a d ime or 
12 apples , 12 bananas an ' 12 oranges .  An ' if dey go in '  tuh a Chr istian ' s  grave,  
dey care fru it . If  dey go in ' tuh a sinnah ' s  grave an ' wants  a favor , dey car e 
dat fruit an ' put it on a grave an ' t ell ' em  dey want ' em  tuh guard dat an ' want 
' em  tuh make dem succ essful . But in g in ' ral [ g en,era l ]  when dey gamble dey go tuh 
a gambler ' s  grave , an ' dey care a pint of whiskey or a half p int , an ' dey po ' dat 
whiskey in a glass an ' set it der e ,  an ' den dey g ive him a dime an ' t ell ' im 
call ' im  an ' t ell ' im  yo ' want ' im tuh be a guide fo ' ' em  tuh gamble wit , buys 
' im  in an ' t ell ' im , "Yo ' always look fo ' me at d is day at d is hour . "  An ' den 
don ' t  break dat an ' dey ' ll make yo ' successful . 

(But if they go to a Chr istian ' s  grave,  they will always use the fru it ? ) 
Always use d e  fruit . 
(And 12 of all three or either one of them? ) 
Yo ' car e 12 apples , 12 bananas an ' 12 oranges . 
(All that together and what do you do with it ? ) 
All dat , put dat on d e  grave . 
Dey use black lodestone an ' whit e lodes tone , High John de Conkah an ' f ive

f ingah gra s s ,  an ' dat van-van o il .  Dey take dis a n  1 sew it in a bag an ' d ey put 
de van-van o il an ' damp en it wit it . Lo t sa people do dat yo ' know . 

[My informant says this is a common kind of hand. To dampen it is called 
feeding . The purpose of this hand was lo st while my machine was turned off  - it 
being for luck in general and gambling in par t icular . ]  

If ah wanta put chew in bad luck - if yo ' done somep in tuh me an ' ah wanta 
put chew in bad luck�  All r ight . Ah go es tuh work an ' ah learn yor e name . Ah 
gits me some graveyard d ir t  an ' ah git me some r ed peppah an ' ah git me some salt 
[ 3  ingr ed ient s ] . An ' den ah wr ites yore name nine t imes an ' ah put it in de  bot
tom of a pan or glass j ar . D en ah sprinkle dis stuff all ovah dat an ' den YO ' 
COULDN ' T  HAVE ANY MO ' LUCK UNLES SEN YO ' KNOW JIS ' WHO TUH GO TUH . YO ' HAVE TUH 
GO TUH A MIGHTY-FINE FELLAH [ a  f irst-class doctor] TUH GIT CHEW OUT FROM DAT . 

An ' if ah wants yo ' tuh leave town when ah git through wit yo ' ,  lookin ' at 
chew have [ having ] bad luck, ah go tuh de r ivah an ' throw it [ pan or j ar ]  in . 
An ' yo ' must leave heah, wand er in ' ,  an ' yo ' won ' b e  able tuh git back.  

Yo ' g it dat contro Z Zin ' powdah an ' yo ' take yo ' a bath an' dat same stuff ah 
tole yo ' ' bout - dat b luestone , sal tpetah , an ' coal o il .  Yo ' take yo ' a bath 
good furc e ,  so dat yo ' won ' t b e  in tough luck.  An ' den yo ' use d is contro Z Zin ' 
powdah. OF CO ' SE WE ALWAYS SENT TUH NEW ORLEANS AN' GIT IT UNTIL DEY STOPPED IT 
THROUGH MAlLIN ' . AN '  NOW, YO ' GOTA GO DERE AN '  YO ' GIT IT NOW . Yo ' see , yo ' 
spr inkle it . 

(How do you use that contro Z Zing powder? )  
Well,  yo ' use it on yore body, j is '  powdah up . An ' den yo ' go tuh de boss . 

Well,  dey have a contro Z Zin ' oiZ , too . Some people use dat . D en dey d�ess der e  
pocket hans ' cuff wit i t  an ' when dey go tuh talk wit d e  boss , d ey p o p  d e  pocket 
hans ' cuff out [ and say ] , "Boss , ah ' m  outa a j ob .  Ah r eally need one . " See dat 
influenc e goes ovah ' im . 

Well , yo ' ' fore de j udge . Yo ' ve heard of it , ah guess . Ah ' v e  tr ied it . Well 
yo ' git sulphur , a shes an ' � an '  saltpetah an ' b eat it up f ine t ill it ' s  a 
powdah, an ' den yo ' take d is contro Z Zin ' powdahs an ' spr inkle it ovah it , an ' it 
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.akes i t  sweet smellin ' . Den yo ' dPess d e  pocke t  hans ' cuff an ' yo ' go in co ' t .  
Vhen yo ' go intuh co ' t  - an ' den yo ' r ead de Psalms , d e  122nd Psalms - when yo ' 
IP in de co ' troom yo ' say as yo ' go in d ere , yo ' says , "Ah go intuh de hou se of 
de judge , befo ' thr ee men , one bl ind , one d eaf an ' one wit no lungs . "  An ' dat ' s  
de prosecutin ' attornah - de pro secutor an ' de j udg e .  De pros ecutin ' attornah 
be ' s  blind , d e  j udge have no lungs to cond emn yo ' ,  an ' d e  prosecutin ' attornah 
he ' s  deaf tryin ' tuh f ight ag ' inst yo ' .  Dere ' s  three thin ' s an ' three people 
[only two ] who cond emns yo ' .  An ' d en yo ' use dose uh sage leaves . 

(How many sage l eaves do you get , now? ) 
Yo ' git  twelve sage l eaves . Yo ' put de ' pestl es , twelve depo stles of d e  Bible 

lak Peter , James an ' all dat . Yo ' take de ' nitial of each name , de head-fUPae 
'nitial , an ' yo ' put it on each leaf , d e  twelve of ' em , an ' dat stan ' s  fo ' d e  

jurymens . An ' den yo ' pu t six in dis sho e an ' six in dis one . An ' de j urymens 
dey cain ' t pro secute yo ' ,  dey cain ' t cond emn yo ' .  Dey ' ll have a mistrial or 
somepin . 

Den de pro secu tin ' at tornah, write his name on a brown piec e of papah an ' yo ' 
put 5 0  pounds or 100 pounds - if yo ' in a serious case yo ' git a hunderd pound s 
of ic e ,  s o  i t  won ' t give out , an ' YO ' TURN D E  NAME - J IS ' LAK D IS BOOKS DOWN 
BEAR [ demonstrates ] .  

[ INFORMANT TURNS UP S IDE DOWN MY SMALL NUMBERS BOOK ON THE TABLE . ]  
(Turn it  down . ) 
An '  put dat [ name on brown pap er ] between [ b etween table top and NumbePs 

Bbok] . If it ' s  hunderd pound s ,  put 50 on d e  bo t tom an ' 50 on d e  top , an ' dat ' ll 
freeze him so he cain ' t talk . He cain ' t even ast a quest ion . 

[See NumbePs Book she actually handled in ILLUSTRAT IONS , p . l8 4 6 . ]  
(You use all these things at the same time , altogether ? )  
D e  same thin ' , uh-huh . Yo ' see dose f ellahs up dere whut ' s  condemned . If ah 

would be dat kind , ah wouldn ' t  do dat . If ah think he need s  pePseautin ' ah 
wouldn ' t  try to he ' p ' im .  But if yo ' could git ' em dose thin ' s ,  d ey make a mis
trial all d e  t ime . Dey couldn ' t  g it much time . But yo ' cain ' t fool wit j ustice. 
� ' t NO USE IN HE ' P IN ' A MAN WHEN YO ' KNOW HE REALLY NEED S PROSECUT IN ' .  

If  yo ' gonna do somep in dat chew f igure - all right , if yo ' goin ' tuh a crap 
aa-e ,  or if it ' s  a bo t tl eggah . Yo ' go es to any sto ' an ' yo ' git a nickel or dime 
(worth] , j is '  eithah one yo ' want , cuz yo ' don ' t need but one , of red onions , an ' 
den he [ p erson changed from you to he ] takes an ' hull do se down an ' de smallest 
ODe he p ick it  ou t .  D en he takes sal tpetah an ' sugah , an ' bo ' s  [ bores ] d e  haid 
of dat onion out , an ' he cuts dat in two [ cuts onion in two par t s ]  - an ' cuts it 
twc1 split in two right ev en [ par t s ]  - an ' take de middle of dat [ onion] ou t an ' 
pa� dat stuff in dere , an ' close it up in d ere . Put it back tuhgethah an ' take a 
ueedle an ' sew dat aroun ' .  An ' den put it in any kinda cloth yo ' have . [ Thus 
the onion became a hand, a luck-piec e ,  pro tector , etc . ]  An ' DE LAW WILL COME IN 
BEAR . If dere ' s  500 in heah , d ey gonna ' r est evahbody but d e  one who has dat . 
DAI ' S BEEN DONE A HUNDERD T IMES FO ' ME .  

[AND FOR ME, TOO , SOMETHING WAS DONE. WITHIN A FEW HOURS THE DOOR WHICH I 
� FACING , WOULD BE SLAMMED OPEN BY THE POL ICE ! SEE VOL . l ,  P . XXXIV . ]  

If yo ' haven ' t  a · real good st eel needle , why yo ' take three matches an ' cross 
' e.  lak dat [ demonstrat es ] in yore  hair , see - east ,  west , no ' th an ' south an ' 
drop yo ' three drops of turpentine on d ere . Oat ' s  one way . 

[Three matches crossed form a double cro ss . ]  
An '  d en if yo ' got a st eel needle , a real one , d en yo ' stick it r ight straight 

�brough yore hair - right in heah [ demonstrates but I failed to comment where] . 
(Tha t wil l put the candle out ? )  
It won ' t  do him any good . It won ' t even har ' ly burn, yo ' cain ' t git it har ' ly 
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tuh burn . 
[ In the mor e  usual two-needles-cro ssed rite to s top a burning candle (see 

p . 857f . ) , the pro tec t ing power comes from bo th the steel and the holy form of a 
cross . The present s ingle-needle rite depend s so lely on · the witchcraf t-deterrent 
steel - see FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  pp . 8 78-88 2 ,  894-89 9 ,  and especially p . 88 0 ,  No . l 6353 , 
in which bo iling needles and pins stick and pain the absent witch so much that 
she hastens to her vic t im ' s home . ] 

( If the man is baldheaded . )  
Yo ' bo il it an ' make it a tea an ' yo ' always massage his head an ' it ' ll make 

hair grow wher e it nevah ha s growed . 
(Wha t do you use? ) 

Dat ' s  cow manure .  
A friz z ly chicken will take up hoodoo . 
Yo ' make de dog an ' de cat f ight an ' yo ' clip de hair , an ' den yo ' put de 

graveyard d ir t  with dat . Dat ' ll certainly make anybody move . Ah made a woman 
move las ' wintah wit dat . 

[A new black-cat-bone rite fo llows : ]  
Yo ' take a new bo ilah dat nevah been used an ' yo ' take a new mirrah dat nevah 

been used an ' yo ' git chew - CO ' SE YO ' HAVE TUH DRINK WHISKEY , AN '  FUR YORE 
NERVE , NUTHIN ELSE . 

Yo ' kin take dope if yo ' l ike it [ this is one of  the two or three t imes I 
heard the word dope . ] But g in ' rallt dey dr inks whiskey tuh keep from bein ' 
scared tuh death, becuz de spirits peahs aroun ' an ' stuff lak dat . An ' yo ' take 
dis cat dat black all ovah an ' den yo ' drop it intuh de new bo ilah an ' den yo ' 
covah ' em  up an ' let ' im  bo il . Den yo ' take dis new mirrah in yore han ' an ' ho ld 
de glass befo ' yo ' an ' try dose bones unt il yo ' f ind it . Try do se bones undah 
yore tongue , an ' den when yo ' git de r ight one den yo ' ll d isappeah - when yo ' 
have de r ight bone . But yo ' have tuh try all o f  ' em  t ill yo ' git de r ight one . 

Bo il ' im  ' live . 
(Boil this fr og alive? ) 
Dat ' s  tuh kill out anybody ' s  luck dat have anythin ' on yo ' .  
(What do you do with the frog then? ) 
Boil ' im  an ' take d e  gr ease dat comes from ' im an ' bathe in it an ' rub yo ' self 

all ovah wit it . 
Dat ' s  hoodoo . D e  mockingb ird [or dove ] , go tuh his nes t if yo ' kin git it , arr 

if yo ' kin git his aigs yo ' take ' em  an ' bo il ' em  whole . Bu t it ' s  hard tuh f ind 
yo ' know , it ' s  a hard j ob . If yo ' kin git ' is aigs , yo ' take ' em  an ' bo il ' em  
whole,  an ' den yo ' take ' em  back an ' put ' em  in dere [ the nest ] . An ' yo ' go back 
in three days an ' d e  dove [or mockingbird ] will be set t in '  on dose aigs , an ' when 
he see! dat dey ain ' t  be hatchin ' , den he takes ' em  tuh de f ield - no , he goes 
tuh de f ield an ' he gits ' im  a rock an ' br ings it back an '  put in dere . Da t ' s  in 
ordah tuh try tuh liven do se aigs up , an ' yo ' won ' t  take ' em  - so he think . An ' 
den yo ' git dat rock , an ' d en nobody cain ' t  do yo ' no harm no way . Keep on yo ' .  

Yo ' kin wr ite dey name nine t imes an ' fold it tuh yo ' an ' yo ' take it tuh de 
r ivah an ' throw it tuh d e  south . 

(What do you do with that name af ter you wr ite it nine t imes ? )  
[ I  am trying to make informant use the word coconut , that she had ment ioned 

before I turned on my machine . Remember , I am stopping the machine after each 
rite as a rule and asking the guestion which does no t appear in the text . ]  

Dat ' s  tuh run people outa town . 
[ Informant s t ill does no t under s tand , therefore I mus t  say coconut . ]  
(What do you do with the coconut? ) 
Yo ' put it down in d er e - wr ite de name an ' put it down in dere . 
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Take garl ic an ' chamber lye an ' sugah an ' set it all night - beat it up tuh
gethah an ' set all n ight , an ' put bluein ' in it an ' scrub wit it fo ' luck . Bo il 
it befo ' de sunrise an ' read de Psalm - any Psalm dat chew prefab . 

(What kind of luck especially do they call that ? )  
Dat ' s  fo ' drawin ' trade . 
Yo ' take gr een coffee an ' yo ' git a new broom an ' yo ' spr inkle dat [ evah] � 

vit dat new cof f ee - wit dat green cof f ee . An ' den yo ' sprinkle it at night an ' 
git up d e  nex ' mawnin ' wit a bran ' -new broom an ' sweep evah room . Sweep it all 
in de middle of de flo ' . If it ' s  ten rooms on de flo ' , yo ' sweep it all j is '  one 
pile in de middle - so it be ' s  middl eways d e  house . [Center of the house com---

pletes the magic quincunx - see margin title QU INCUNX , p . 7 1 0 . ] An ' den yo ' spr in
kle sugah ovah dat an ' pick it up on a shovel an ' put it in de stove an ' burn dat . 
An 1  den yo ' take a baby an ' make him make watah an ' yo ' take dat watah an ' dis 
new broom , dat chew done swept wit , an ' go out in front . If yo ' wanta men an ' 
aa.en [ customer s ]  g i t  a g irl an ' a boy watah , an ' sprinkle it from de gate intuh 
de house . Dat draws trade tuh yo ' . 

( If you want men , j ust get it from a mal e ,  and so on , and you sweep in [ from 
the gate]  to the front of the house . )  

Yes . 
(But you don ' t do anything with those ashes after you burn the co ffee,  do 

you? ) 
No suh . 
Well , yo ' take a fresh hen a ig an ' yo ' g it a dark bott le or somepin lak dat -

blue or brown bo ttle . An ' yo ' git some new co tton whut nevah been used , an ' � 
have a connec tion wit ' im , an ' den yo ' take dat cotton an ' put it in de little 
j ar somewhare ,  but let it [ the plac e ]  be dark . An ' den yo ' take dat aig an ' bust 
it in dere an ' sprinkle it wit sugah, an ' stop it up an ' bury dat in de house -
in de bo ttom of  yore trunk or any place whare he cain ' t  f in '  it . An ' he won '  
have no othah woman . 

(You put this raw egg down on that piec e of cotton . ) 
Jis ' - yo ' [ the women] don ' do anythin ' ,  j is '  he does . An ' yo ' git his ' n  

[ semen] all on dat co tton, but d e  cotton whut have nevah been used . 
[ The preced ing dark bo ttle or j ar (see BLACK BOTTLE , p . 5 23f . )  and its con

tent s makes a hand (pp . 5 19-669) ; the raw egg sweet ened by sugar being the agent 
that feeds (p . 5 7 8 ) , keeps the power within al ive . You will no tice that the man ' s  
spirit is held double captive by sealed bottle (see TO CATCH A SPIRIT , p . 24 f . )  
and locked trunk . Everything is done in the dark . ] 

(Now what is ano ther way of do ing that ? )  
Well , yo ' j is '  g it an ole pair of drawahs of deres an ' yo ' cut de drawahs from 

de front of ' is privates , r ight on up , r ight whare hit hangin '  down an ' ' is shirt 
lit undah der e  on de seat - yo ' know, plumb on tuh de top . Den yo ' wind it right 
tight an ' use any kinda perfume an ' wear dat on yo ' .  Dat fellah he cain ' t raise 
DO heart fo ' nobody . 

(Tell me what they do when they measure a man .  I t  might be d if f erent from 
vbat I heard it ? )  

Well , yo ' don ' t have tuh - yo ' don ' t  have tuh measure ' em  but chew kin . Yo ' 
kin measure him fo ' de waist or fo ' de laigs [ = penis ] or [ and ]  yo ' take a tack 
vit a wide end on it . 

(A tack with a large head . )  
Den yo ' wrap it [measuring string ] aroun ' dat tack an ' yo ' wet it in dat same 

stuf f . 
(His? ) [ Semen . ]  
Yes . An ' yo ' put [ tack] it [ tack hold ing measurement string ] right dere tuh 
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[ demons trates ] . 
(Right in the midd le part of  the door sill . ) 
[Having po inted to the door sill , she then po ints to mold ing over the door . ]  
(At the top wher e nobody can see it . )  
Or put it down d er e  [at  the sill] . If yo ' have a good [ sadd le]  lak dat [ one 

there] , why yo ' kin put it down der e .  An ' he have tuh walk ovah dat . 
[ The following rite is no t well r ecorded , ther e being several small lacunae ,  

but the meaning i s  quite clear : ]  
If he ' s  a [ something (nic e-looking man) and ] lak yo ' crave ' im [ to love you ] . 

Well , yo ' git candy , yo ' know, somepin dey cay [ car e]  somep in about an ' won ' t  
discovah it . [ Or you can use]  cream or strawberry or somepin lak dat - soda 
watah . Yo ' go git it [ the bo ttle of soda wat er ]  an ' j is '  pop dis [ d emons trat es ] .  

(That little finger o f  the left hand . )  
[ She opens a bo ttle of cr eam or strawb erry f lavor ed soda wat er or soda pop , 

scrap es three times the f ingernail of her lef t  lit tle f inger . ]  
Put three drops [ scrapings ] in it [bottle]  an ' dat [ ins tead of  saying man , she 

changes s ex ]  - let ' er drink dat an ' den she ' ll be ' trac ted to ' im  an ' won ' t  
und erstan ' ' erself [why she f ell in love with the man] . 

He kin have his plac e j is '  if he want tuh - but he wants tuh keep dat woman . 
He taken a snail an ' he cook de snail . An ' he take dat snail , he grease his 
han ' s  dataway , an ' he be playin ' wit ' er .  An ' den she won ' have any f eelin ' fo ' 
no man but ' im . 

Yo ' take sugah an ' yo ' take salt an ' walk right in front of de person , an ' 
dro� it d ere an ' nevah open yore mouth . Dat ' s  simp le but it really fac t . -rThey 
call that ] tryin ' tuh kid a man , a ma ' ied [marr ied ] man .  

(A kid man? ) 
[You making him ] a kid man.  Yo ' ma ' ied an ' bo t ' [bother ] ano thah man - dat 

called a kid man. 
(The second one is the kid man? )  
Yeah . 
[ She kids or trifles with or tempts the second man . ] 

THE KNOWIN ' WOMAN 

KEEP 'IM [SNAKE] FO ' ANYBODY DAT JIB ' 
ANYONE DAT WANTA BE "WISE" 

BE A "WISE PERSON" DAT STAN ' ZAMINATION 
AH MAY HA VE A CASE DOWN HEAH AT DE CO 'THOU BE 

AN ' AH STAN ' UP IN DE MIDDLE OF YORE FLO ' LAK DAT 
AN ' YUH TURN DAT SNAKE OUT 

DAT SNAKE COULD COME TUH ME AN ' RUN RIGHT UP ON ME 
AN ' [ IF] AH STAN ' DERE AN ' DON 'T BE SCARED 

AH 'LL WIN DAT CASE • • •  
IF YUH HA VE  A SNAKE IN YORE BUSINESS 

YUH KIN DO ANYTHIN ' YUH WANTA 

YUH SEE� ANYONE COULD FIN ' IT [THIS "ROOT" ]  FO ' YUH 
IF YUH ONLY WANTA GO IN BUSINESS 

(THE "LUCJCl SALT" YOU BUY IT SOME PLACE?) 
IF DEY DON 'T KNOW YUH • • •  DEY HARDLY WANTA SELL IT TUH YUH 

AH TELL YUH WYERE YUH COULD GO 
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LORD.J AH AIN 'T TRYIN ' TUH INJURE NOBODY 
AH AIN 'T TRYIN ' TUH TAKE NOBODY 'S RIGHTS 

BUT AH FEEL DAT MAHSELF DAT AH 'M NOT GITTIN ' 'NOUGH 
FO ' MAH JOB AN ' AH WANT CHEW TUH HE 'P ME 

IT 'S ALL IN KNOWIN ' .J  ALL IN KNOW IN ' 

NUT ' IN CAN 'T DO YUH GOOD .J IF YUH DON 'T PAY FO ' IT 

SUMTER , SOUTH CAROLINA 
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[My informant ,  No . l3 7 6 ,  r ecites in the last  two title quo ta t ions two funda
.ental laws of hoodoo : the doator mus t know , the pat ient mus t pay . To know in 
hoodoo is bel ieved to be  a spir itual gift , a power born with or conferred later 
•yst er iously - see margin titles : TO BECOME A DOCTOR I WAS GIFTED (p . 27 3 ) 1 
A GIFTED DOCTOR FORESEES AND ABSORBS AILMENT (p . 2 6 9 ) 1 YOU HAVE TO BE BORN P SYCHIC 
(p . 748) 1 and many places . For awesome ab il ity , r ead the fabulous DOCTOR BUZZARD 
(p . 8 91 ) , or DADDY SNAKELEGS (p . 29 3 ) , who se fr iend escaped police by r iding his 
.ule , Ole Sal , into a cloud o f  dust - dus t that  wasn ' t  ther e !  No t to pay doators 
like these was foolhardy . I am no t thr ea t ened in the quo ta t ion,  mer ely being 
varned that unless I pay at the end o f  the interview, my new knowledge will b e  
useless . This informant was one of  the few per sons who did no t consid er m e  a 
hoodoo-man or law-man . She even offer ed to help if I wanted to enter the roo t
working business . Mos t  valuabl e  of her statements is a rare account of how some 
dOctors using them ob tain their snake : companion , helper , diviner , healer and 
fapressive s tage-prop . The r ecording covered cylinder s  C857-c864 = 2438-244 5 . ]  

Well , ah tel l  yuh whut d ey do wit it . Dey kin take yore hair an ' put it in 
runnin ' wa tah . Put it intuh a little sack or a little bag , put some sal t  on it  
an '  put i t  in d er e ,  call d e  person ' s  name , an ' [ or ]  wr ite d e  name on a papah . 
See , der e ' s  d e  hair , d e  sal t  an ' d e  name [ 3  ingred ients] . An ' put it  in runnin ' 
watah [ to send per son away] . Git a little bag j is '  about da t long an ' tie de 
.aut 1 wit a little cord an ' - it ' s  d iff 1 r en '  ways d ey do it . S ee ,  if yuh wan ' a  
person tuh go crazy, j is '  t ie it tuh a l imb ovah de watah . S ee ,  de limbs hitch 
ovah de watah lak dat an ' yuh see when d e ' [ wind ] b low, da t bush [ or young tr ee]  
j is '  go in ' up an ' down lak dat • .  See , dat will  run yuh crazy . S ee, dat gwine up 
an1 down lak da t ,  an ' yore haid cain ' t  stan ' dat . Da t ' ll run yuh crazy . 

An '  den d ey kin git i t  ag in an ' git  chure [ foo t ]  track, an ' yor e hair out 
ehure haid , an ' put some p eppah in d er e ,  r ed peppah [ 3  ingr edients] , an ' put i t  
in dere [ sock? or  sack? ] an ' tie  da t ,  an ' j is '  chunk it  right in de runnin ' wa tah 
� .  dat ' ll git r id of yuh r ight now . Yuh ' ll leave heah . 

(They do tha t to move you? ) 
[My que s t ion seeks an exac t definit ion of  her git rid of yo ' . ] 
Make yuh leave . · 
[ She now d istinguishes between move and leave . ]  
In o thah wo rd s ,  if d ey wanted tuh move yuh - if d ey wanted yuh out d e  house 

an '  yuh do esn ' t  wanta move , d ey come heah an ' say , "Well ,  listen,  der e ' s  some
one rentin ' yor e  place . Ah don ' t  know whethah yuh wanta move or no t but ah go t 
ehure place an ' ah ' d  lak tuh no tify yuh . " 

Well ,  now yuh know yuh go t a place unt il ten days - in January,  dat ' s  d e  one 
ah knows o f  [ from per sonal exper ience] . Well , d ey kin git chew ' way from der e  
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shortah [ sooner ] dan dat . Ah tell yuh how dey kin git chew ' way from dere . Dey 
will take p iec e of bluestone - listen good - an '  a piece of rock salt an ' yore 
name [ 3  ingredient s ]  - whatevah yore name been ,  a [ like] Peter Jones . Well , dey 
goes tuh de no ' th cornah of yor e  house an ' dig a hole in d e  groun ' . An ' dey bury 
dat in de groun ' an ' yuh ' ll leave �er e in five days t ime .  Yuh ' ll git out from 
dere . Yuh lef ' dere ' cuz yore name is in de groun ' • 

If yuh want anyone tuh leave dis worl ' - d ey bo thahin ' yuh,  bothahin ' yuh . 
Dey a peac e brokah [ br eaker of  peac e] , ' struc t ion [ destruc t ive] neighbah . Call 
his name three t imes an ' go tuh a dogwood tree which is bloom out . Go tuh a dog
wood tree , a tree whut has dese bloomin ' s  on it , an ' shoo t dat tree thr ee t imes . 
See , if dat all he [ a  tree] kin do - when a tree bloom out whut don ' t bear no 
fruit , dat ' s  all it kin do is done bloom . I t  done is past . An ' yuh go dere an ' 
yuh sho o t  dat tree , "Bam !  Bam ! Bam ! " Dat per son is gone . 

An ' den yuh kin poiSOn •em-tuh�ath . Yuh kin take de skin of  a snake an ' put 
it [ in] yor e  [ stove ] an ' let it become dry . Den yuh put dat on de table , an ' yuh 
git chew a piece of  ole bottle or iron an ' yuh beat it [ snake skin] up - yuh com
menc e poundin ' i t  in a dust . Yuh might have some gravy , [bacon] skin gravy , an ' 
yuh tie dat - put it intuh a rag wit dust on it , a thin rag whut yuh kin [ demon
strates ] . 

( So that you can sprinkle that , j ust like that [ the way you are do ing ] . )  
An ' stir dey gravy roun ' an ' roun ' an ' roun ' [ d emons trat es ] ovah yore r ice lak 

dat . Let it dissolve good . Yuh put dat little rag lak dis . De gravy is so 
sweet an ' nic e yuh wouldn ' t  know whut i ' tis . Yuh eat dat . Dat settle it . 

Even if yuh have some whiskey . Now listen - j es '  a quiak death. Yuh may have 
yuh some whiskey . Yuh put chew a halfa spoonful of  tabl e sodee in dat whiskey 
an ' de doc tah kin come . Evah doc tah kin come dat ' s  in de country , dey can ' t do 
nut ' in .  

(That set tles me . )  
[ The preceding quiak death is balanc ed by the s low death o f  the celebrated 

aunjure-woman and for tunet eller , Z ippy Tull , see p . 929 , lines 7-8 . ]  
[My informant ' s  snake dust and sodee in whiskey are two more o f  those exper i

ment s in which I am the guinea pig - see int erview GUINEA PIG AND TOADFROG , p .  
17 21 ,  I being the GUINEA PIG of the t itle . But the sodee in dat whiskey did no t 
kill me , as evah doator • • . dat 's  in de aountry knew . What killed me was the hoo
doo int ent ion plac ed upon the soda . ] 

[My pr ec eding comment (That settles me . )  is mer ely my reac t ion to 
last three words at the end of her snake-dust rite - Dat settle it .  
that an indef inite it is being killed . That snake dust and sodee do 
:f::b (That settles !!!!!· J .  ] 

informant ' s  
Why pret end 
no t settle 

(Well , now how - af t er they get those live things in there . How could you get 
tha t  live stutf out of me? ) 

Yes sir . How yuh git i t  out . Now yuh go g it chew a snake whut is crawl in '  -
ketch ' im .  Yuh kin ketch ' im  back o f  ' is neck dataway an ' hol ' ' im, he cain ' t 
bit [ bite]  chew .  He runnin ' along an ' yuh j is '  go an ' grab ' im  dat way back of  
' i s haid an ' hol ' d im .  He j is '  stan ' der e  an ' look up in d e  t o p  [ into the air ] 
dataway . He cain ' t twis ' disaway an ' he cain ' t twis ' dataway, an ' yuh hol ' dim 
an ' yuh stick ' im in de side an ' git some of de blood out of ' im .  An ' yuh put 
dat blood intuh de per son dat ' live . Yuh see whut he go t [ snake powder ] is daid , 
an ' yuh put dat live blood in dat snake - [ I  mean] intuh dat person out of  dat 
snake - if yuh have ano thah person an ' dat ' ll cur e ' tm . An ' den turn ' tm  loo se 
let ' tm  go . Yuh kin hol ' d im  - j is '  ketch ' im dat way an ' he cain ' t move . 

(You mean to say , that if the person has these snakes in him, that is made 
from the dry stuff , the dry [ snake]  powder .  If you put some of the blood from 
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the l iving snake in him, that will drive the o ther snakes out . )  
An1 if yuh have [ see] a bullfrog an ' he is hoppin ' along , gwine dat [ in your ] 

direction , yuh kin git dat bullfrog an ' put ' im  in yore home an ' den anyone dat 
come tuh yuh huzot,  yuh kin take dat bullfrog . Or if yuh know dey have a spell 
on 1 em  - now listen good - if dey have a spell on ' em , take dat frog an ' j is '  
�pe all ovah da t per son .  

[Her e you meet a frog going your way ;  in a moment informant will discuss a 
snake that comes to  your house . Not ice that she dist inguishes between being huzot 
aod having a spe l l .  Hoodoo act ion against you i s  thr eefold : inside ( something 
you take int ernally) , out s ide ( something you walk over , touch,  etc . ) , and spirit
ual (catch your spirit , praying against you ,  call ing your name , etc . ) . The word 
spe l l  was not commonly used in hoodoo back in the 1930 ' s  and early 4 0 ' s ,  though 
I have a few examples of it . Now to return to the frog : ]  

(Wipe all over that per son? ) 
Yessuh . Make him stan ' up dere good . Start r ight from yor e  haid an ' wipe all 

de way down . He may be intuh a little sack where he cain ' t  f ight . Pu t ' im in a 
little sack . Take dat sack an ' j is '  wipe him all d e  way down dat way .  Dzoess ' im 
[�th that frog] . An ' when yuh turn ' im  [ frog ] loo se,  turn ' im  loose ' l ive an ' 
dat per son live agin .  Yessuh , dat cuah [ cur e]  da t .  

If anyone doesn ' t  like yuh ,  ah kin tell yuh whut tuh git an ' yuh dress yuhself. 
Jis ' po ' it in yore han ' t ill yore han ' git hot lak dat [demonstrates ] . 

(And the arms and about the fac e and the body . ) 
An ' yuh win ' im  an ' he come tuh yuh . 
(What would you put in your hand s  that way? ) 
Yuh git dis high [ smelling ] German Cologne , high German Cologne , an ' put ' bout 

five drops of yore watah in it - yore watah , yuh undahstan ' .  Ah ' ll gu�ntee dat 
JUh has fr !en ' s da t yuh nevah has .  

An' den if yuh wanta have yore home fi�ed an ' yuh ' ll pro spah . Yuh git chew 
aa.epin dey call de bo� salts , an ' when yuh git up in de mawnin ' yuh has yore 
�r.ayahs . But yuh must say yore prayahs , ' cuz Jesus is de haid o f  all t ' in ' s .  
Be is d e  one dat brought yuh saf e ,  an ' He died tuh save me an ' yuh . Say , "LORD , 
WILL YUH STREN ' DEN ME DIS  MAWNIN '  WHERE AH ' M  WEAK ,  BRAC IN ' ME UP WHERE AH ' M  
J.BARIN ' , STAN ' BETWEEN ME AN ' MAH ENEMY . "  Yuh kin have a whole houseful of  
.mey, but den Jesus said , "Well , tuh live up tuh d e  law, yuh must be all ready 
an • yuh go t ta go . "  

(You mean those sal t s  that you put in the bath , in the tub? That kind of  a 
-.I.t? ) ' 

Ro suh , dese heah luaky salt.  
(Oh, the luaky salt.  You buy it some place? ) 
If dey don 1 t know yuh - it lucky - dey hardly w�nta sell it tuh yuh . Ah t ell 

yah wher e yuh could go . 
[ She will t ell me where the hoodoo store i s , but ha s doubts about my being 

able to buy this luaky salt.  The zooot she now mentions , anyone could f ind for 
.e. if I want to ent er the zooot-wozoking business . ]  

[ Informant now offer s  an impo t enc e (aou�ge or natuzoe ) cur e . ] 
Vell , yuh see anyone could f in '  it [ this root ] fo ' yuh , if yuh [ the author ] 

oaly wanta go in business . Yuh kin git j is '  about dat much an ' - i t ' ll be broken 
ap in piec es wher e dere a piec e lak da t ,  de rattl esnake mastah [ see p . 4 6 9 ] . Well 
be' s a mas tah . Yuh take dat now an ' yuh draw about dat much [ t ea ] . Yuh kin draw 
it fo 1 or f ive t imes , six or seven t imes , an ' yuh dr ink dat o f f , but don ' take 
bat a spoonful , an ' yuh ' ll be a man.  Yuh don ' have tuh take a quart or nut ' in -
a quart ful or a gallon - o f  dat rattl esnake mastah . 

(That bring s [ or restores ] a man ' s  aouzoage ? )  
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Yes sir . 
Ah 'm goin ' t ell yuh a s imple t ' in ' . She kin git huh dishrag , huh greasy d ish

rag , an ' let yuh use dat as a towel an ' yuh lost yo�e ne�ve [ become impo tent ] .  
Ah kin tell yuh how dey take it from yuh an ' tell yuh · how tuh git it back . 

Dey take it from yuh wit a d ishclot ' ,  an ' den if yuh want it back, yuh go dere 
yuhself an ' git chew a live frog . Put ' im  intuh a little sack an ' take dat sack 
an ' drag it ovah yuh t ' ree t imes . Turn ' im  loo se an ' let ' im  hop on o f f  - don ' t 
kill ' im, he ' ll hop on off . An ' yuh ' ll have yore aourage back . 

(You drag tha t  sack over your whole body three t imes ? )  
Ovah yore body t ' ree t imes - yore whole body . An ' turn ' im  loose - let 1 im 

go , don ' t kill ' im . 
If a blin ' per son - listen good now - he is blin ' , can ' t  see . Yuh go tuh a 

' .s immon [ pers immon] tree whut don ' t bear no ' simmons , an ' git de roo t an ' steep 
it down into a pint ,� yuh wan ' tuh , or a quart . Strain it . An ' when yuh wake 
up in de mawnin ' an ' wash yore face , j is '  take a drop in yore eyes . Take a piece 
of co tton an ' wipe yore eyes an ' let dat watah drop in dere . If yuh don ' have 
yore sight back, why DE SUN AIN ' T  SHININ ' BY DE HE ' P  OF GOD . 

If yuh have a [venereal ] case - anyone have a case - yuh go an ' g it do se !.!& 
leaves an ' de root . Yuh pull it where dey call de �ed shank. Dere ' s  a bush in 
de woods called de �ed shank. It j is ' as red lak a pod' of  peppah . An ' it broke 
[ breaks ] j is '  as quick as de pod . Yuh put dem two leaves tuhgethah an ' make yuh 
one quart of medicine an ' yuh done cure ' em of d e  bad d isease - done cure it . 

[ The preceding �ed-shank appears a number o f  t imes in HOODOO , but I am unable 
to ident ify it , except to guess that shank = shanker = chancre = initial sor e  or 
ulcer in syphilis ; tha t  is , some part of the plant in form and r ed color suggests 
chancre and therefore will cure the d isease - see marg in t itle LIKE CURES LIKE,  
p .  394 . ]  

Dat chamber lye keep anybody from yore do ' .  Yuh git up in de mawnin ' - yo ' 
save yore slop or chamber lye fo ' dat , chew know . Put some salt in it , about a 
teacup of salt . Shake it roun ' lak dat an ' dash it out chure do ' .  Yuh wouldn ' t  
have no mo ' enemies .  

Yuh cain ' t keep a mule . Anybody come tuh dat , keep a mule an ' de mule sick, 
git chew a nickel wut [worth]  of  asafet idy an ' put it intuh a ole clot ' [ clo th ] . 
Sew it up an ' nail it in yore trough . Take a na il an ' dr ive it down in dere . 
See , he eat off it . Evah t ime he eat ,  he ' ll b e  eat in ' off dat . 

[Asafetida does no t cure a sick mule;  it pro tects the mule against witchcraft  
(see p . 414 ) , and so  does the st eel nail , several places in HOODOO and margin 
t itle NAIL ,  in FACI,  2nd ed . ,  p . 8 98 . ]  

Well , yuh kin go out tuh de fo ' k  o f  dat road an ' git chew - it ' s  ' cardin ' tuh 
how many fo ' ks of de road . Git chew new aigs , git chew fo ' new [ fresh] aigs an ' 
yo ' string dem aigs ' long j is '  lak dat [ d emons trates ] .  Yes suh, string ' em ' long, 
see . Yuh might , if yuh walkin ' ' long dere on dem aigs an ' yuh miss it r ight 
' long heah, yuh git it chere ;  an ' if yuh miss it chere ,  yuh git it chere . See . 

An ' de way fo ' yuh tuh miss it , yuh go tta come ' long dat way . An ' yuh bury dem 
aigs down dere . Den yuh go where de lightnin ' strike a tree an ' drive dat 
[ splinter or piece of wood ] in de nex ' road , an ' if dey cross dat dere,  dey 

won ' t come back no mo ' .  
(Where do you dr ive that wood , that  you get from the lightning-struck tree? 

Where do you drive that? ) 
Dr ive it right in de path . 
(Dr ive it r ight in the path right near those eggs? ) 
[Here is a good example of how I pick up informant ' s  word - the word �ight. ] 
Yessuh . Put dem, bury dem aigs down in d e  groun ' . Go doWn tuh d e  place an ' 
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bury ' em  a igs . If  dey cro ss der e 1  dey won ' t  cro ss it no mo ' .  
(Where do you put that l ightning st ick? ) 
Put it in de fo ' k 1  too . Yessuh 1 put dat in de fo ' k 1  too - r ight where de 

lightnin ' s t r ike a tree . 

1887 

Yuh kin take a man ' s  shoes 1 if yuh wanta drive ' em  ' way from yuh 1 yuh kin use 
' em ;  an ' if yuh wanta br ing ' em  tub yuh 1 yuh kin use ' em . 

(How would you drive them away? )  
If yuh want tub drive ' em  away1 yuh git de r ight foot an ' put three spoons

fulla salt in de toe of it 1 an ' den yuh put a spoonfulla sulphuh in de toe o f  
it . An ' den yuh cut de guts outa gourd . pack in good lak yuh put t in '  a wad in 
a gun 1 an ' fa sten dat toe o f  da t shoe up . Undahstan ' .  An ' den yuh take dat sho e 
an ' put it in any runnin ' watah 1  j is '  whut yuh use in heah [ in this hou se] -
watah whut ' s  float in 1 1 j is '  lak dey ' ll drown [ if they fall into it ] . Put it in 
der e .  Dat per son will nevah come back tub ' is home any mo ' . 

Now1 if yuh want ' em  tub come tub yuh 1 yuh kin take da t [ lef t ]  sho e an ' put 
chew spoonfulla salt . Call de person name t ' ree t imes . If ah love yuh 1 call 
yore name t ' r ee tiiile an ' put t ' ree spoonfulla salt intuh dat shoe . 

-

(That same r ight sho e 1  the r ight shoe? ) 
De lef t  sho e .  Put t ' r ee spoonfulla salt an ' call ' is name t ' r ee t imes . An ' 

put dat shoe up ovah yore do ' an ' ah don ' car e where he is 1 he ' ll come home . 
Cut de piece off it - cuts  a piece of it ou t de to e an ' de heel . 
(Of the stocking ? )  
Yessuh . An ' den yuh kin put some salt  in i t  an ' sulphuh an ' wind it up . 

Don ' t ie it from yuh 1 come tub yuh - br ing da t tub yuh 1 dat ' s  de  way tub do dat . 
An '  den yuh kin take dat an ' take a piece of  yore rock [ from the f ireplac e] -
.ake a plac e in yore rock r ight down der e 1  bury it r ight roun ' yore f iah . 

(Take up a p iece of the rock r ight down at the hearth? ) 
Yes 1 j is '  take up a piec e of dat hear th 1 an ' put dat r ight in yore hearth 1 

an '  yuh couldn ' t  g it ' em  ' way from yuh . 
Yuh have a little bow in yore hat . Yuh kin take da t little bow out of  yore 

ha t  an ' g it chew a piece of papah1 an ' put dat little bow in dere an ' wrap it up 
careful 1 an ' put chew some cologne on dat little bow. An ' den pu t chew a half a 
pod of  red peppah on dat little bow . Put it in a little clot ' an ' sew it up . 
an ' yuh chunk dat in runnin ' wa tah ; an ' if yuh wanta run ' im  ' way from heah 1 he 
gone . He ' ll leave heah . A bow ' s a dangerous t ' in '  in yore hat . It kin huPt 
chew an ' it kin take car e of  yuh . It ' s  ' cardin ' tub whut dey do wit it . 

[ HERE BEGINS INFORMANT ' S  REMARKABLE ACCOUNT OF A DOCTOR 'S SNAKE COMPANION OR 
IIELPER : ]  

A snake kin come in yore home . If he come in heah 1 live an ' hid in heah 1 
don' chew wo rry . One day or mo ' he ' ll be seen . An ' whenevah yuh ketch ' im 1  if 
yuh kin g it up on ' im 1 don ' kill ' im . Yuh kin take ' im an ' pu t ' im intuh somepin 
j is ' lak yuh wanta raise ' im  lak yuh raise yore  chickens . F ix  a plac e an ' put 
' ta  in dere an ' yuh ' ll have ' im  so - tame ' im  lak yuh do a rabb it or a duck or 
a geese . An ' when anyone [a pat ient ] come tub yor e  house - yuh kin train ' im an ' 
rum ' im  loo s e  an ' let ' im  run roun ' in der e .  An ' yuh git r eady tub ketch ' im1  
ketch ' fm  an ' put ' fm  back in 1 why yuh done a hunderd dollahs wut [worth] o f  good 
[for your self in bu siness] . 

(What would you do with that snake 1 if that per son came to you and this per son 
was ill? What would you do with tha t  snake? )  

Jis ' feed ' fm  in dere an ' keep ' fm  in der e 1  an ' [when] dey come . turn ' fm  
loose . He a in ' t  go in '  bo thah ' em . If  yuh wanta pull out ' is teeth 1 pull out 
' is  t eeth . He couldn ' t  b it e .  

�ell 1 what would you keep that snake for ? )  
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Keep ' im fo ' anybody da t j is '  - anyone da t wanta be wise ,  be a wise person dat 
s tan ' zamination . 

Yuh see , if yuh wanta s tan ' zaminat ion tuh be somepin , yuh have tuh go t ' rough 
somepin . Anyone dat might [come ] tuh yuh tuh save ' em  in· trouble . Or I may have 
a case down heah a t  de co ' thouse , an ' I s tan ' up in de middle of yore flo ' lak 
dat ,  an ' yuh turn dat snake out , dat snake could come tuh me an ' run r ight up on 
me . An ' ah stan ' der e an ' don ' be scared , I ' ll win dat case . Yuh goin ' win dat 
case . 

[ The preceding middle of yore flo ' is the f if th and las t  po int completing a 
quincunx : a magic design with 4 po ints outl ining a square or rec tangle , completed 
by a f if th po int in the exac t center . This f i f th or central po int is widely used 
in hoodoo a s  a magic place . ]  

(That snake about your house will give you power to do these things ? )  
Yes sir . If yuh have a snake in yor e business yuh kin do any ' hin ' yuh wanta . 
[Let me divide this comment into 3 par t s : (1 ) THE PRECED ING ACCOUNT I S  A RARE 

EXAMPLE , MY ONLY ONE , OF HOW SOME DOCTORS USING SNAKES OBTAIN A SNAKE COMPANION 
OR HELPER . A SNAKE IS NEITHER SOUGHT NOR BOUGHT , IT COMES TO THE DOCTOR 'S HOME . 
(You wi11 rememb er tha t  informant ' s  preceding healing-frog was hopping your way . ) 
Our snake is a ver sion o f  the anc ient mysterious visitor of  folklore,  originally 
the return of an ancestral spir i t . My informant previously offered to t ell me 
where I could buy lucky salts , and how I could obtain roo t s : If you �nta go in 
business (as a root-worker) .  Is she now suggesting tha t  if a snake comes to my 
house , I keep him and train him? That he could be worth a hundred dollar s to my 
busines s ?  The s i tuat ion here can be under s tood better by consul t ing margin t itle 
SNAKE , p . 66 .  (2)  The snake crawling upon the pat ient as a sign o f  vic tory in 
cour t is a r ite of divination,  a subj ec t I have ga ther ed largely under D IAGNOSIS , 
pp . 1 65- 21 7 - see margin title SNAKE , p . 209 . ( 3 )  An ob solete meaning o f  the pr e
ceding word wise is magia , a word and meaning popularly coming to us from the 
Bibl ical wise men [ [magic men] ] from the east (Matt . 2 : 1 ,  King James Version) . 
Instead of  wise men , The New English Bible rightly has astro logers . We have wise 
woman (a healer ) ,  I interviewed in HOODOO , p . l 294 ,  and several examples of wise 
man and wise person in the text . These terms appeared to be dying out back in 
the 1930 ' s .  Were they killed by the r epugnant snear , wise guy ? Mor e  expressive 
than wise wa s the black man ' s term ( if he co ined it) two-head or dOuble-head, a 
per son so wise or learned in the ar t s  o f  magic , hoodoo and the occul t ,  tha t  he 
needed two heads to hold his knowledge . I delibera tely used the word was instead 
of is , because two-head and dOuble-head have become suspected t itles ; Doator Caf 
frey being almo s t  the only one o f  my informant s  t o  admit " I ' m  the two-headed 
man" - see t itle quo tat ion, p . 1459 . ] 

(HOW DO THEY CATCH A PERSON ' S  SPIRIT ? )  
When yuh go tuh b ed at night , yuh t ' ink about dis per son an ' yuh talk about 

' em . He ' ll come tuh yuh nex ' mawnin ' , o r  dat night , an ' when he come tuh yuh dat 
night , yuh say , "Lockey heah, ah been seein ' yuh from t ime tuh t ime an ' ah cain ' t 
t ' ink of  yore name . Wha t is yore name ? "  An ' he ' ll t ell yuh , say Peter or John . 
Yuh say , "Well , lemme git  dat name ' fo '  ah fo ' go t ten it . "  Yuh wr it e  it down an ' 
put it  in any pahtic ' lah place yuh kin , an ' whenevah yuh wanta ketch ' is spir it ,  
yuh call ' is name an ' he ' ll come tuh yuh , an ' yuh ' ll git ' is spir it off . 

(But you do this a t  night when you are asleep ? )  
Do da t in d e  night . Jis ' lak yuh goin ' tuh bed , yuh t ' ink o f  sech-an ' - sech a 

one , an ' he ' 11 come tuh yuh da t mawnin ' . An ' when he come , say , "Lockey heah , 
ah ' ve tr ied tuh remembah yore name . Ah cain ' t t ' ink o f  yore name . What is yore 
name? "  

[ There are many ways in hoodoo to ca tch a person ' s  spir it ,  but the fundamental 
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.e�hod is the power of thought , the transferenc e of your thought to someone else . 
Informant now tr ies it out on God : ] 

Ah t ell yuh whut chew do . If yuh have anyone ' way from home an ' yuh want ed 
( � ]  see dem, yuh git dat pitchur e an ' look at it lak yuh wan ' ' em, �· "Lookey 
heah, dis is mah son who ' s  gone fo ' evah an ' evah.  God , ah would lak tuh see mah 
chi1e agin . Fathah , kin ah evah see mah son . Ah wan ' tuh see ' im . " Go tuh yore
self now . Go out in de f ie! ' or in de woods an ' call ' is name t ' ree t imes , t ' ree 
�t.es , j is '  as hard as yuh kin call ' im .  An ' yuh put dat pitchure up ovah yore 
do '  or in yore B ible an ' he will come tuh yuh . It wouldn ' t  be t ' ir ty days , it 
.uuldn ' t  b e  two weeks , he ' ll pack up an ' leave der e .  

Yuh kin take yor e  lookin ' glass an ' go tuh a well an ' turn de lookin ' glass 
diB vay [ demonstrates ] . Yuh go an ' look in de lookin ' glas s ,  an ' yuh see yore 
coffin behin ' it . 

(You hold the looking glass [ I  am describing her d emo ns tration] so that you 
can look down into the well , [ I  mean] so that it [ the bot tom o f  the well ] re
flects over your should er . [ Your back is to the well . It would have been too 
dangerous to have looked directly into the well ! ]  And you will see your coffin ? )  

Yes , box . 
[A plain wo oden box formerly made by any carpenter . The mirror-and-well rite 

iB a love divination usually tried by girls on May 1 .  Ins tead of a well , a spr ing 
of water or running water may be used . Many of these rites will be found in FAC I ,  
2ud ed . ,  pp . 397-4 0 0 ,  No s . 88 6 6-88 9 0 . Informant now uses this love divination for a 
cour t ca se : ] 

An '  if yuh wan ' a  have - in de case of dat yuh wan ' a  win a case,  yuh takes yuh 
dat lookin ' glass an ' look behin ' , look down in dat well , an ' if yuh see a cof
fin, yuh go in ' git  yore j ob [ in cour t done succes sfully] . 

(Do you have to believe it ? )  
Yessuh . 
(You have lo st your j ob [ in cour t ]  or won it ? )  
Yo ' ll win yore j ob [ in cour t ] .  
(You take this looking glass and look into it so that it will reflec t  the 

� [water ] - over the wa ter in the well . If you see your coffin you are go ing 
� win  this case in cour t . )  

Yessuh , go in ' win de case in co ' t .  
[ Even before trial,  the case is dead and in its aoffin l ]  
Yuh git some graveyard dir t  an ' yuh kin do away wit a fellow in nine days or 

five days , ' cardin ' tuh whut chew do in ' . Now yuh kin git dis graveyard dirt an ' 
call de per son name . Put it in dat graveyard dir t . An ' git chew a piece o f  b lue
stone , rock sulphuh [ thr ee ingredients ] an ' put it in der e [ the dir t ]  - j is '  a 
piece ' bout so b ig . Put it in der e an ' call de person name . An ' den yuh ' ll go 
an '  p ick up de [ grave]  ha idbo ' d ,  an ' den yuh go roun ' an ' pick up de foo tbo ' d ,  
an '  den yuh take de haidbo ' d  an ' put it tuh de foot , an ' put de foo tbo ' d  tuh de 
bald. Den yuh bury dat down dere,  say ,  "Leave me , fo ' ah know yuh no t . "  An ' it 
won ' t be but five days he ' ll be gone . 

If it ' s  a devil , yuh go tuh a wicked man grave an ' yuh go down in de groun ' as  
fur as yuh kin go . ·Pay dat grave a penny when yuh go tuh git dis graveyard dir t . 
Yah ' ll have tuh pay . I f  yUh don ' t  pay , yuh ' ll see thin ' s  in der e dat will fr ight
eo yuh tuh dea t h .  Yuh g o  dere an ' knock d i s  [ board ] s o  [ like thi s ] . Yuh come 
rorm ' so [ like this ] . Yuh say, "Well , listen ,  ah want a little bit o f  yore dir t ,  
,ore graveyard dir t . Her e i s  d e  money tuh pay fo ' it . "  D en yuh taken car e of .  
1Uh scra tch de ho le an ' git de dirt an ' put de money in der e an ' covah it up . 
Den yuh do wit de dir t  whut chew want ; but chew go tta pay it , pay it fo ' whut 
ebev want . Dere ain ' t  no way yuh kin go dere an ' steal it . An ' if yuh go , pay 
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fo ' whut yuh ' ll git an ' it ' ll do yuh good . YUH KNOW NUT ' IN CAN ' T  DO YUH GOOD IF 
YUH DON ' T PAY FO ' IT . 

Well , dey say dis way . If a fellah wanta do yuh harm , dey come befo ' yor e  
do ' or  git  yo r e  name , an ' dey draw yore box [ co f f in]  an ' yore name . No doubt 
drive de haidbo ' d  down an ' de feetbo ' d down where yuh can ' t see it , but yuh kin 
walk ovah it . An ' yuh step on it , d en  yuh become tuh git t in ' weakah an ' weakened 
down . Yuh ain ' t  huPted no way,  but yuh j is '  pinin ' away , j is '  pinin ' away, j is '  
pinin ' - YUH HARDLY KNOW WHERE YUHSELF . Yuh j is ' keep g it t in '  thin ,  d.Par.uin ' back 
[ usually dPar.uing up = �thePing ] .  

(How do you mean they draw their bo�? ) 
Well , dey take it disaway , yuh see [ demons trates ] .  Yuh draw dis bo� disaway, 

an ' yuh take a l ine an ' go roun ' dat way , an ' br ing it kinda roun ' dataway , make 
it narrowah an ' narrowah r ight cher e ,  an ' dataway . 

( In the shape of the o ld fashioned co f f in . ) 
Yessuh . 
(How would they draw tha t ?  With what? ) 
Well , yuh kin draw it wit a penc il on a papah , or on d e  groun ' dis way - j is '  

which yuh see . [Actually , she go t up out o f  her chair and drew co ffin on the 
floor . ]  Den yuh trim yuh a piece o f  bo ' d  ' bout wide as dis hand [ her s ] ,  an ' trim 
it j is '  ' bout sharp lak dat [ probably measured width with two f inger s ]  an ' trim 
it good , an ' drive it down a t  de haid [of grave ] ; an ' den trim ano thah piece j is '  
lak de feet [ foo tboard ] an ' drive it down . Yes ,  so yuh r eady tuh say , "�• 
John or Peter , yuh been bo thahin ' me an ' bo thahin ' me fo ' a long , �. long t ime, 
but yuh shall bo thah me no mo ' . "  

(Then they are suppo sed to walk over that? ) 
Yes ,  dey walk ovah dat an ' de ' re [ they are] gone . 
If yo ' want a tree tuh bear an ' don ' t  have no wormy fruit , yuh go tuh dat tree 

de fir s ' day of February an ' dig roun ' it . Den yuh let it s tay tuh de fir s ' day 
of January an ' yuh put some lime . 

[ I  am unable to explain the preceding rite . I t  sounds like the work of some 
would-be wit trying to impress his mental inferior s . ] 

When yuh go in de baid [bed ]  a t  night : eat chure suppah an ' say yore prayahs ,  
say , "Lord , ah ain ' t  tryin ' tuh injure nobody . Ah ain ' t tryin ' tuh take nobody ' s 
r ight s ,  but a h  feel dat mahself dat ah 'm no t gittin '  ' nough fo ' mah job an ' ah 
want chew tuh he ' p  me . "  An ' den a vo ice will come tuh yup., no doubt , tuh go fo ' 
wards . Now yuh go tuh de s to ' an ' git chew a - yuh kin go tuh de sto ' an ' git 
chew dis high German Cologne [ high = strong smelling ] .  Den yuh put a piece o f  
rock sulphuh - an ' yuh ain ' t  go t ta let nobody see it - in dat bottle,  about dat 
large . An 1 yuh shake it up lak dat when yuh git r eady tuh go tuh yore j ob .  Po ' 
some on yo re han ' an ' rub it t ill it git s ho t ,  an ' yuh have yor e  min ' on yore 
bo s sman an ' have yore min ' on yore work . An ' po ' dat las t  on yore coat . An '  
when yuh go dere dat mawnin ' an ' go in der e ,  pick at 'im a little bit , see . Say , 
"Captain , ah declare yuh look lak yuh growin ' ; yuh fattenin ' ,  seem lak tuh me" 
lookin ' in ' is eyes [a par t of many j ob r ites ] . He don ' t  know whut chure tryin ' . 
11Captain ,  yuh look lak yuh fat , loo k  lak yuh growin ' .  Yuh lookin ' bet tah an ' 
bet tah evah day den evah . "  Den he ' ll commenc e takin ' a ' tenshun on yuh [ paying 
attention to you ] , an ' af tah while he ' d  take yuh j is '  lak a fr ien ' o f  ' is - lak 
a deep frien ' of ' is .  He will tell yuh somepin , he show yuh somepin . He git 
tuh git t in ' in wit chew,  he lak yuh mo ' bet tah . Den he raise yore j ob . 

[The preceding words pick at 'im a little bit , to make the bo s s  angry , is it
self a magic r ite . ] 

(You do what ? )  
YUH USE DE SOLID MAN. 
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(And you learn wha t ? )  
An ' learn yor e  future . Yessuh , pul l  it  fPom de stop [ see ZateP ] . Yuh a in ' t  

tub have a papah dollah , use a silvah do llah [ the preceding solid man ] . Yo ' 
cain ' t  ary [ ever ] ' s troy silvah . Fiah couldn ' t  burn it , it could fall about , d e  
� ·  kin blow it , de rain kin hit it - it ' s  d e  s ilvah dollah af tah dat . IT ' S  A 
BIG DIFF ' RENCE IN PAPAH MONEY AN '  SILVAH MONEY . De house burn down , de s ilvah 
.aney ' s  right dere - if yuh kin r ealize [ remember ] where yuh put it , it ' s  dere . 
Papah ! De win ' hit it , it ' s  gone . De rain hit it , it ' s  gone . 

(You have to use a s ilver dollar to do that l ine o f  work because it ' s  the 
hear t o f  a fellow? ) 

Yes suh . 
[ In the preced ing pul l  [ [ take ] ] it [ [ silver do llar ] ] fPom de stop� stop = 

sto pping place , any sort o f  pr ivate container ; and in Memphis , perhaps the nation 
aaak or nation bag, worn on a woman ' s  body and pro tec t ing her spec ial treasures : 
cunj ure , luaky hand, money - see interview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , pp . l44 9-14 59 .]  

Ah tell yuh what ah do . Ah 'm a [ elder ? deacon? ] in de church an ' ah 'm  a good 
vorkah an 1 ah do de r ight thin 1 • AH STAYS IN DE MIDDLE OF DE ROAD . AH NEVAH HAS 
SEEN A DOCTAH . [ Doctor of Medic ine she has never visited . ]  

[ Do you know how to ] (keep the o f f icers away from any house? ) 
[ I  s tar t ed question before turning on my machine ! Many t imes my question is 

asked before machine s tar t s . ]  
Yes suh . All yuh go t ta do is git chew one do zen of  aigs an ' bury de aig right 

in yore neahest path . An ' g it chew one quar t of what chew might call de cod 
livah o il - cod livah o il is a peculiar thin ' - an '  bury it in yore othah path . 
An 1  if yuh know ary [ any] one o f  do se law [men] , j is '  call dere name an ' put it 
on a papah . An ' yuh take dat name - any one of  ' em name , if it be a do z en [ law
�] - take de papah o f f  an ' carry it , carry it tuh runnin ' watah . An ' put it 
intuh a l il bag an ' sew it up lak dat an ' put it intuh runnin ' wa tah . 

(How do you sew it up ? )  
[ I  want info rmant to say to me or aJJJay fPom me . Here is what happens : ]  
Put it in a l il sack, lak a l il ' bacco sack,  an ' t ie de string roun ' de mout ' 

[d-.onstrates ] . 
(How are you tying that str ing now? ) 

Yuh see , yuh wrop it roun ' - t ie it lak dat . 
(Which way do you wrap tha t ? )  
wrap it d is way , j is '  tuhwards yuh , yes suh . [ She drops her �op for my w�p . ]  

An '  yuh t ie de kno t  off , an ' when yuh turn it , j is '  laugh an ' say , "Ah want chew 
bah go ' way from me , "  o r  "Don ' t  come ' bout me , ah know yuh ' nuff " [ I  have had 
eaough of  you ] . An ' take dere names an ' t ' row it in runnin ' watah an ' dat ' ll 
carry ' em . 

[ The general reader should no t mis s informant ' s  preceding word s laugh and say . 
As in so many rites , the po int of  danger has been reached . Our informant has 
just called and writ ten down the name of  the officer , who se sp irit in some myste
r ious way is now present . S ince she in his very presence is preparing to throw 
him into running wa ter , an ac t which normally sets  a person adr if t in the world , 
DO wonder she laughs �nd pretends . Laughter here is the better par t o f  valor 
and wisdom . Remember , she used angeP as a magic device a few moment s ago . ]  

Yuh know a person name , [ you] kin huPt ' im .  · Yuh kin take a person name an ' 
�TE HIS NAME AN '  RUIN ' IM . Yuh wait t ill de moo� come out . When da t moon is 
come out about t ' ree days ole , yuh work on dem . An ' when de full o f  de moon, � 
won ' t  have no trouble . 

De young moon is de t ime fo ' yuh tuh work on . If yuh wanta win a case or be 
lucky , de young moo n .  
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An '  de full of de moon, if yuh wanta run a person crazt ' star t on de young 
�. an ' when de moon git s full , he ' ll be full , �· He 11 be done - de work 
will be f inished . 

Yuh kin take a scissor s ,  yore sc issor s ,  out chure home ·an '  carry i t  tuh a 
graveyard , tuh a mean per son in de graveyard an ' call ' is name ; an ' if yuh open 
de  scissor s ,  stretch it open wide wit de han ' , an ' cuss de scissor s an ' drive it 
down in der e ,  yuh ' ll have a cur se on ' im .  [ This may be my only example . ]  

Den yuh kin take de spoon outa yore home an ' kin go tuh a l il child grave,  an ' 
begin tuh d ig in de  centah of de grave - dig it wit a spoon near de centah of de 
grave . [ You] d ig mah grave wit a s ilver spoon .  Yuh kin take dat spoon an ' � 
tuh a baby grave an ' dig dat grave an ' call dat person name t ' ree t imes , an ' 
dat ' ll set tle it wit ' im . 

Den yuh kin go wit yore axe , an ' yuh name dat tree ovah dere,  name it dere 
name - lak if ah1 m name Daisy . Well , name de tree Daisy , say , "Miss ,  ah been 
talkin ' tuh yuh an ' talkin ' tuh yuh . "  An '  yuh wait till de moon come out , an ' 
when de moon come out , den yuh go dere an ' git on [ start working on] dat tree . 
Yuh done name de tree Daisy - say , "Ah been talkin ' tuh yuh , Daisy , an ' been 
talkin ' tuh yuh , but ah ain ' t  goin ' talk tuh yuh no mo ' . An ' yuh don ' t shuh 
[ shove]  off an 1 go ' way from me lak dat - dat chew don ' t even tell me whut chew 
goin ' do . "  Well , j is '  soon as dat moon come out , den yuh go on me now . An ' yuh 
go up on me an ' cut me down , cut dat tree down wit de axe . He won ' t  do nut ' in no 
mo ' - dat de end of ' is j ob .  Yore name kin ruin yuh - j is '  known whut tuh do wit 
yor e name . 

Take a new f ile an ' go in de fo ' k  in de road where yuh comes out , an ' yuh go 
dere an ' yuh d ig yuh a hole . An 1 dig yuh hole an ' now yuh git chew - yuh go tuh 
de druggist now an ' g it chew whut dey call de medicine watah, an ' den yuh put dat 
bo t tle of medicine watah right down in dat hole . Covah it up an ' drive dat f ile 
' long it [along the side of it ] . It ' s  a peculiar thin ' - tell it j is '  whut yuh 
want it , an ' yuh kin do anyt ' in ' . It  ' 11 work any way yuh want it , anyt ' in '  yuh 
got in yore min ' . If yuh ' s  mad - whet ' ah [whether ] yuh mad or yuh pleased , or 
j is '  lak whut yuh got in yore min ' , it ' ll do . A bran ' -new f ile,  can ' t git ovah 
dat . A f ile kin he ' p  yuh an ' a f ile kin shake yuh . 

Now, if yuh want dis f ile tuh he ' p  yuh - speakin ' in a he ' pin ' mannah or 
guessin '  manna h .  Well , dat f ile will he ' p  yuh becuz it ' s  a new f ile . WHEN YUH 
START OUT WIT A NEW F ILE , YUH START OUT WIT A NEW MIN ' . A NEW F ILE MEAN NEW 
BUSINESS . Yuh might have a p iece of work heah an ' yuh want tuh do it . Well , yuh 
might have an ole f ile on de  yard . Well , de ole f ile can ' t do it . Yuh git dis 
new f ile . De new f ile goin ' make yuh new business .  Dere  a whole la t ta money in 
a new f ile . Yuh kin sharpen yore axe wit it , it ' s  lucky dataway - sharpen de 
knife or take yuh ary [ even] a sc issors . IT ' S  ALL IN KNOWIN ' , ALL IN KNOWIN ' .  

If yuh put a scales up, it ' ll balance j is '  lak a scales . It  ain ' t  goin ' git 
right t ill yuh git on de level . [ She is thinking of the scales , a hand balance,  
used for  a p icker ' s  cot ton in the  f ield . ]  When yuh git on de  level den it  quit 
goin ' up an ' down . Dat ' s  de way de f ile is , it ' ll work on de level . 

Take a t in plate an ' yuh kin go an ' put it on de sundown side - turn it  up . 
If yuh kin g it dat t in plate  an ' put it up on de  cornah [ edge] lak dat an ' yuh 
kin g it it tuh stan ' - j es '  s t ick it a l il b it so it kin stan ' , an ' yuh talk tuh 
dat t in pla t e .  Try i t  ' fore yuh leave whut chew goin ' do wit it . Try i t  an ' if 
yuh kin g it it tuh stan ' lak dat ,  an ' yuh kin do d e  work . Yuh take dat t in plate 
den an ' yuh take a fo ' k - de fo ' k  so wit de t in pla te . Yuh might have - j is '  lak 
if yuh have meats on yore table, yuh gotta have a fo ' k  tuh han ' l e dat . Well , dis 
fo ' k  go wit de tin plate . Now , yuh stick dat t in plate up dere in [ on] de cornah 
lak dat ,  an ' den yuh put dat fo ' k  j is '  ' bout a distance from dat [ d emonstrates ] . 
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(Two feet from it . )  
Yessuh , two feet from it , an ' yuh let dat fo ' k  stay up dis way [demons trates ] 

Put it dere,  d e  butt o f  it be down an ' d e  prong be up lak dat . Put it tuhward s 
de sundown s ide an ' tell it whut chew wanta tell it ; an ' j is ' as de sun go down , 
it ' ll drift on away - drif t away , j is ' lak dat . But tell it whut yuh want it [ t  
do ] . An ' dr ive it down in d e  groun ' where no one can ' t  see it . Put all dem dow 
in de groun ' , but ch ew kin travel ovah it . But j is ' as it begins tuh gittin '  
rusty an ' decayin ' an ' g ittin '  away , yuh ' ll g o  away j is '  lak dat . Da t fo ' k  is 
a dang ' rous thin ' . 

[ While my machine is s topped , I ask for information about the whirlwind . ]  
De ole folks [ the whirlwind is old folks ] who done been gone from dis worl ' 

an ' leave , no doubt , a p iece o f  money . Or dey have a piece o f  lan ' [ land ] yuh 
might say an ' dey not satisf ied any way it gwine . Someone might begun - dey 
ain ' t  sat isf ied how dey divide it up , an ' be worr ied in dey min ' an ' at a certai 
ttme dey beg ins tuh travel , goin ' nex ' where dey proper ty is . D ey ain ' t satis
f ied . See , some people call it devil s . But yo ' see dese thin ' s ,  dey in diff ' re 
form. Yuh take no t ice o f  Christ , when He d isappeared He was a spir it .  When He 
been flesh an ' blood why he couldn ' t  disappeah , but when he come tuh be a sp ir it 
vhy he could disappeah . Anywhere roun ' in about lak da t ,  yuh can ' t  see it . But 
he j is '  a spirit , travel in ' , it worr ies ' im .  

(That wind traveling , go ing around in a circle , is j ust the spir it that ' s  
worrying him? ) 

Yes s ir ,  [ that whirlwind is ] d e  spir it worryin ' . An ' it go t eithah land some 
where or some money bur ied an ' dey wanta go der e .  Dey worr ied in dey min ' . 

(Did you ever hear o f  them do ing anything with tha t  d ir t  from that wind ? )  
Yessuh . 
(What do they do with that ? )  
When yuh cleans ' tm . 
(Well , how do they do that ? )  
Yuh kin take it an ' put it intuh a gourd . Jis ' put a l il hole in a gourd an ' 

sev dat dirt up in a l il clo t ' ,  an ' shut it in da t gourd an ' s top de gourd up , 
an '  chunk it intuh runnin ' watah . Dat run ' im crazy.  An '  name it af tah de per
aon who yo ' want it tuh work fo ' ,  Petah or Joe or Eddie , an ' he ' ll be gone crazy 
Be be gwine an ' gwine j is '  lak de [whirl ] win ' is . 

(Like the wind picks up the dir t . But you must name that gourd ? )  
Name it , yes . 
[ I  s top my machine temporar ily to ask about nail s . ] 
Yo ' take thr ee new nails or fo ' an ' tie one dataway . Put ' em , winda str ing 

�un ' ' em  dat way, an ' tie a knot in dat , one da t way an ' da t ' ll hold dat one , 
.a •  den de string j es '  leave out dat way,  an ' tie a str ing roun ' da t way .  An '  
•en yuh take dat an ' yuh win ' de string aroun ' an ' tie de kno t in dat way . An ' 
j ia '  keep dem three nail s . 

[ I  summar ize her demonstration : ]  
(They are all tied together - they are about an inch apar t . )  
' Bout an ' inch apar t . Well , yo ' could name dem whoevah name yo ' want tuh . 

AD '  yuh dig a hole an ' yuh put a spoonfulla salt undah dem names an ' a piece o f  
•1a rock sulphah an ' a piece o f  blues tone undah d em ,  an ' dr ive d em  down tuh de 
� ·  on de sunr ise side . An ' nobody won ' t ,  dey won ' t  bothah yuh no mo ' - dey 
wualdn ' t  bo thah yuh . 

(On the sunr ise s ide? ) 
Yessuh, on de sunr ise s ide - dat way . An '  d ey won ' t  bo thah yuh no mo ' .  
[ I  ask informant about those things that r ide people dur ing sleep . ] 
Yes , s ee de hag suppo se tuh worry yuh dur in ' de co ' se of  de night . Yuh gits 
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up outa yore baid an ' yuh go an ' git  chew some salt - git chew a j ar no doubt . 
Put about dat much of  table sal t  in da t j ar an ' git chew some chamber lye an' put 
on dat salt an ' put fo ' nails in dere an ' cross ' em .  Jis ' pile ' em up cross lak 
dat an ' call dat per son name , an ' he ' ll be dere de nex ' mawnin ' .  Den yuh ' ll have 
a chance tuh tell ' im whut yuh want 1 say , " See heah 1 listen ,  yuh ' s  ridin ' me las ' 
night . Yuh a in ' t  r id in ' me agin . " 

If yuh wan ' anyone tuh leave dis country , yuh kin git ' is track an ' put it in
tub a red ants nest an name de person.  But yuh do  dat on de young moon . If de 
moon come out today , see yuh wait unt il it git two days ole or t ' ree days ole . 
An ' yuh put ' is track intuh dat red ant s nest 1 an ' see , he ' ll be j is '  so - dem 
ants j is '  b e  mixin ' ' em up lak dat . An ' j is '  as dey mix ' em up lak dat 1 he ' ll 
be mavin ' on  out . 

Now if yuh git chew a snail - if yuh wan ' a  man an ' de man runnin ' roun 1 1 or a 
woman runnin ' aroun ' . Yuh kin g it ho l '  of  dat snail an ' j is '  she have her wash
clot ' .  She may have a washclot ' .  Yuh kin take da t snail an ' rub on de wash
clot ' - see , on de moon, a young moon.  Jis ' keep dat  snail on d e  washclo t '  an ' 
yuh ' ll broke ' em up wit d e  man . When he wit a woman or anythin 1 1 dat ' ll broke 
' em up . 

(Where are they suppo sed to use that washcloth? ) 
Well 1 j is '  when yuh go tuh take yore bath 1 yuh know . Dat is de only way yuh 

kin use de clot ' .  [ There are many ways to use snail and dishcloth - see IMPOTENCE 
subsubsections . ]  It ' ll work j is '  de way yuh use it . Take an ' rub it good . 

Yuh kin take yore hair an ' put it in dat bird nest an ' dey begin tuh buildin ' 
nest outa it 1 it ' ll run yuh crazy . 

Jis ' lak if ah 'm in labor dis af tahnoon 1 yuh go an ' git dose dirt  daubah an ' 
put it intuh a lil cup . Pick out dose othah hull [ cells ] , chop dem out . Put de 
clay in de cup an ' put chew a cupful of  ho t watah an ' let it steam down dere . 
An ' ah 'm in childbaid . All yuh go tta do is gi 'me a swallah . Don ' gi 1me too much 
one t ime .  It ' ll urge de pain on . Jis ' gi ' me ' bout a swallah now,  see how dat 
ack; de nex ' time gi 'me ano thah swallah an ' see how dat ack . 

[ Informant will now tell one of the f ew stories in which the bones and o ther 
parts  of a black cat have no t yet b een condensed and spec ialized into the well
known black cat bone (pp . 74-97 ) : ]  

Yuh wait t ill j is '  about baid time . Evahbody come tuh baid an ' take yuh a po t . 
Yuh kin build yuh a f iah an ' put dat po t on an ' - put dat po t of  watah on der e 1  
put watah i n  d e  po t - ' bout full i t  u p  if yuh wanta . An ' yuh ketch dat ca t . 
Wait t ill de water begins tuh g it ho t an ' commence ballin ' [ bo iling ] . When it 
commence ballin ' lak dat 1 yuh grab yore ca t an ' put it r ight in dat pot . Shet 
de lid down . See , if yuh wait till d e  watah git ho t 1  he can ' t  do much scramblin 1 1  
cuz de watah gain ' kill ' fm  r ight now 1 cuz it already hot . Put it [ cat ] in d ere 
an ' put  d e  l id on it an ' yuh let it ball an ' ball t ill it ball tuh piec es . An ' 
whut bone yuh want - if yuh wan '  d e  thigh bone , yuh git it . If yuh wan ' a  bone 
from de ahm [ arm] 1 yuh git it . If yuh wan ' a  breas ' bone , yuh git it ; or if yuh 
wan ' a  toe bone , �h git it . But chew have tuh cut de cat f irs ' .  

A snake runniD : along , an ' if yuh kin ketch da t snake an ' git de blood offa 
dat snake an ' put it intuh a bottle , den yuh kin raise snakes , an ' d e  snakes 
yuh ' ll raise d ey ' ll b e  tame snakes . 

IF YUH KILL A SNAKE WHILE HE ' S  MAD 1 AN '  ONE DROP OF ' IS BLOOD WILL KILL YUH 
RIGHT NOW . 

(How would it kill me ? What would you do with it ? )  
Put i t  in whiskey or co f f ee or tea . 
[ The two prec eding snake belief s ,  as well as  much o f  HOODOO reveal a to tal 

ignorance about the transmission and processes of  life , ]  
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HER PATIENT S L IVE AND D IE QUIETLY 

YO ' HA VE TUH WORK IT [HOODOO ] QUIET • • •  
IF IT 'S A PERSON [ WORKING ] BY UNLA WFUL [MEANS]  

YO ' CAN 'T USE DAT YO '  SEE 
BECUZ YORE BUSINESS WILL NOT WORK CAlMLY WIT 'OUT LA W  
OR LET DE LA W  KNOW DAT CHEW WORKIN ' WIT SOMEPIN ELSE 

[LET THE LA W  KNOW YOU DO NOT WORK WITH UNLA WFUL PEOPLE] 
AN ' IF YUH DON 'T.. DEY ' LL GIT ROUGH WIT YUH 

BUT CHEW HAVE TUH DO IT TUH [ WORK FOR] 
A QUIET SOMEBODY DAT LIVE QUIET AN ' DIE QUIET 

[ SOMEBODY UNLIKELY TO BE SHOT OR STABBED TO DEATH] 

JES ' LAK YO 'S DONE KETCHED [HAVE BEEN CAUGHT] 
AN ' GIT "IMPREGNANT " AN ' WANT TUH DRY DE MILK 
IF YO ' PUT NINE NEEDLES IN A [CORK] STOPPAH 

AN ' WEAR 'EM AROUN ' YORE NECK • • •  
DAT WILL STOP 'ER [HER = YOU] FROM BEIN ' IMPREGNANT 

AN ' DRY DE MILK ON DE INSIDE 

AH TELL YO ' WHUT AH DID 
AH DO ' [DON 'T] KNOW 'BOUT DE OTHAHS 

AH 'M TELLIN ' YO ' THINGS WHUT AH EXPERIENCED AN ' 
AH DON 'T WANT IT TUH GIT ABROAD 

SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 

18 95 

[This woman, No . l3 3 9 ,  in addition to the title-quo tations has the usual un
usual rites : �avey�d money , requ ir ing the payment of a penny for each dollar 
of work done ; an over-the-should er rite comb ined with a magic-of- the-d iagonal 
r�te; an obscure rite of piahure ovah a ahimLey ahambah (pot ) ; and even s ame
� new about a bLaak aat Luaky bone. Her ma ter ial was collected on cyl in
ders C731-C735 = 231 2-2316 . ]  

Yo ' take de person ' s  [ ha ir ] , if yo ' be de pahtic ' lah one da t comb ' em .  How 
£ah git it yo ' see , if yo ' comb dere ha ir an ' do ' nevah clean de comb when yo ' 
lay it down . Yo ' take dis ha ir out de comb an ' yo ' place i t  in a bo ttle in yore 
Cbaaber lye . Stop hit up an ' turn it ups ide down an ' yo ' bury it . Da t ' s  tub run 
pre min ' crazy .  

An '  to at trac ' yo ' wi t ha ir , a man would take a woman ha ir an ' wear i t  in de 
1iDin '  of der e ha t .  

�t wou �d it do i f  they wore it in the l ining o f  the ir hat? ) 
If yo ' s  a man an ' yo ' want dis woman tub love yo ' - yo ' see , somet ±me j es '  

t1ckle her lak dat yo ' know . When he gits enough of  da t ha ir , he wears da t in
aide of ' is hat to at trac ' yore love . 

Vben a man leave home , tub make him return back 1 a woman kin take his r ight
footed sock an ' a bran ' -new box of pot saLt an ' nine stick-�ns [ ord inary p ins ] 
.. • bury i t  one foot und erneat ' ' er step s . Dat ' s  to attrac a man tub make him 
recurn back home . 

An' de nex ' time, if yo ' want ' im tub come back quick, write him a lettah . 
1lleD yo ' wr ite him a lettah yo ' do ' s  d i s ,  In de Name of de Fathah.. Name of de 
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Son� [Name of de Ho ly Ghost ] , three times wit chure right arm [ demonstrates ] . 
(Do that aga in now . You take your left hand and put it over your r ight shoul

der and circle it r ight over and under your right arm . And each t ime you do that 
you say, In the Name of the Father� of the Son and of the Ho ly Ghost .  You do 
that three times that  way . )  

Three t imes da t way .  An ' den yo ' take - den stan ' back an ' do de same , see 
[demonstrates again] . 

(Then you take your right hand , push back your right leg and do it under your 
foot three times , In the Name of the Father� Son and Ho ly Ghost . )  

Speak do se same word s ,  "Return back to me . "  See , now dat ' s  to attrac ' a loved 
one to return back . 

(Bring them back . )  
[ I  suggest that  informant ac ted the preced ing rite backward s .  Here is what 

should have been done . You take your right hand and put it over your lef t  shoul
der and c ircle it right over and under your left arm . In o ther word s ,  by cir
cling over and under your lef t  arm, you are making three circles around your 
heart .  Try it l Now try with your left hand to circle over and under your right 
aPm. Impo ssible , unless you are left-handed . Besides , the latter ac tion is 
magically meaningless . Now, take your left hand push back your right leg (you 
may need a chair or the ground to sit on) and make three circles on the bo ttom 
of your right foo t  - with each circle naming a Person of the Trinity . In this 
rite , my only example of  it , informant encloses man in her heart and keeps him 
under her right foot - this lef t to right diagonally across human body also being 
an example of MAGIC OF THE DIAGONAL (see p . 8 28 and elsewhere in HOODOO) . There 
is one other po ssibility . Did I fac ing the woman read her ac tions backwards?  I 
doubt it . Ano ther possible explanation? No , she did no t make up this rite . ]  

(Now, this one you just told me about , that right-foo t sock . You also have 
to put in one of  his foot tracks with tha t ,  and you bury it under the steps . 
Either track? ) 

Dat ' s  it . No , no t eithah . Listen !  Yore lef ' track will run yo ' from home , 
yore r ight track br ings you home . Yo ' see . 

De left track - yo ' see , dere left sock is [ like ] dis . Now, if yo ' wanta run 
a person, yo ' take dere left sock an ' nine safety pins an ' ball it up an ' throw 
hit in runnin ' watah, an ' yo ' got ' em . 

(That will send them away . )  
Heah whut chew do . Maybe yo ' kin git it [ the following cedar ] at  de drug sto ' . 

But whut chew do tub make dem move out ,  yo ' gits a cedar off d e  r ight-han ' sid e .  
(A c edar l imb off the right-hand side o f  the tree . )  
[ Or iginally this was  probably a graveyard cedar . For example , if you plant a 

cedar in a graveyard , you will soon die (FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  p . 6 62 , No s . l4450-14451) . ]  
Dat ' s  it . An ' if yo ' in good frien 's wit ' em  an ' kin git in , drop de cedar a t  

dey do ' or  drop it in dey house , an ' dey gotta go . An ' af tah dey move an ' yo ' 
don ' t want no confusion , take a cedar off de left - start to de back an ' drop it 
to de front an ' dere no trouble .  

(You take this cedar off the left-hand side o f  the tree and you start a t  the 
back of the house? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
(What do you do then? ) 
Sweep j es ' lak, yo ' know [ d emonstrates ] . 
(You sweep r ight on through the house? )  
Yeah, j es '  come r ight on through - go r ight on through tub de front . 
(And that ' s  to keep down confus ion in your own home? )  
Dat ' s  it . 
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Ah tell yo ' whut ah did , ah do ' [ don ' t ]  know ' bout de othahs . Ah ' m  tellin ' 
� THINGS WHUT AH EXPERIENCED AN ' AH DON ' T  WANT IT TUH GIT ABROAD . 

Well , about a pichur e .  If ah ' m  in love wit yo ' an ' yo ' in a foreign country 
an '  ah wanted j oo fo ' three mawnin ' s  ah would put chure p ichure ovah a chimley 
chamber . 

(Over a chamber po t . )  
[ Before proc eeding fur ther an obscur e custom must be ment ioned . Originally 

the toilet was the two inside corner s of the out side chimney (see p . 5 7 1  No . 203 1 
lines 7-11 ; and p . 913 1 No . 3 093 1 lines 6-11 ) . The chamber po t of the pr esent 
rite1  rest ing at night in a corner of the f ireplac e,  must have been quite an im
provement for after-dark usage . But 1 do we no t also have here in ur ine a po ssi
ble r emnant of an earl ier rite ; the prevent ion of a witch from coming down the 
cbimney 1 even the catching of a witch? (See HOODOO , p . l511  No . 4 9 6 ;  and FACI , 
2od ed . 1  p . 905f . 1  No s . l 64 9 Q-164 95 . ) ]  

Fo ' three mawnin ' s an ' call yore name , but said , " In de Name o f  de Father , "  
j es '  what somevah yor e name , "return home at once, " or "r eturn to me . "  An ' ah ' m  
tell in ' yo ' dey surely come j es '  lak yo ' would call d i s  mawnin ' about a pichure .  

(You hold it fac e down over that chamber lye , and then , " In the Name o f  the 
Father , Son and Holy Gho st . " ) 

Yes . 
An ' den agin about dis pichure 1  yo ' kin run a per son crazy . Yo ' kin take dis 

pichure an ' take a clo sed pin an ' stick it in dere hear t nine times an ' throw it 
away in runnin' watah , an ' dey ' s gone . 

(You take this straight pin and stick it through their hear t nine t imes ? )  
Nine times . 
Well , heah whut ah mean tuh break trouble or br eak peac e - say at de  darkest 

hour of midnight , de last hour of de day . Well , de darkest hour s in de night . 
NOw, ah ' m  goin '  par t yo ' an ' yore wif e .  Yo ' knows whut ah ' m  talkin ' about . Well 
yo '  goes out dere in de middle of dis road . See , it ' s  gotta lak dat [ demon
strates . ]  

(Three road s coming together - a crossroad ? )  
Yes , dat ' s  i t  j es '  lak dat . An ' says , call dere name, lak it ' s  Wilhelmina , 

" I t ' s  mah desire tuh par t chew an ' John,  In de Name of de Father , de Son , and de 
Holy Ghost . "  Yo 1 bust da t aig up dere . Da t 1 s all . 

(Any kind of  egg? ) 
Any kind of  egg , j es '  one 1 an ' yo ' smash i t  on de ground . Dat smashed up . 
(You go out there at twelve o ' clock and break j ust one egg , as you say ,  to 

separate them , " In the Name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Gho st . " ) 
Take de f ingahnail an ' de toenail an ' de dead skin from undah de bo t tom of  

yore feet an ' de ha ir from othah places . 
(The pr ivate?  Under the arms and everywhere? ) 
Dat ' s  it , yeah . Dat is t o  at trac ' love an ' cut j ealousy - dat ' s  fo ' peac e an ' 

happiness , yo ' use . 
(How do they use that , do you know? ) 
Yo ' boil it . Yo ' know, make it a tea an ' when yo ' strain it an ' po ' it in 

whiskey or tea or coffee . Dat ' s  how dat ' s  done . 
(And give it to that other per son to dr ink . ) 
Or give it to ' em  in watah . 
Put pot sa lt  aroun ' yore house tuh dr ive away the evil spirit whut ' s  comin ' 

to yo ' . 
( I f  anybody ' s  evil spirit is around you? ) 
Da t ' s  it . 
Yo ' walk backwards . See , if anybody wanta ketch chure track, yo ' can ' t  ketch 
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a track goin ' back.  Yo ' always go t ta ketch it go in ' , see . Dat all ah know about 
a track.  

[ Regardless of the many foo t -track r ites in HOODOO , including tho se in which 
a per son walks a few steps backwards , this is the f irst  real r it e  of walking 
backwards . The additional statement about always gotta ketah it goin ' is al so 
new . ] 

A black cat kin have no white hair - no t a spo t on ' im .  Yo ' takes da t cat 
down to a stream an ' yo ' bo il ' im de  darkest hour of midnight . Yo ' put 1 im  in 
a po t alive an ' yo ' bo il ' im .  An ' af tah yo ' kill d is black ca t - yo ' know he 
dies in dis watah . He dies in dis watah - an ' after he ' s  bo il ed down - yo ' take 
him out an ' yo '  throw ' im in de str eam an ' a forked bone come floatin ' bac k .  
Dat ' s  de Zuaky b laak aat bone . 

She drag huh bloomer s ovah his face . Dat will keep ' im  asl eep an ' will no t 
arouse him . When yo ' return he ' ll be glad tuh see yo ' .  

De r ight-han ' sho e ,  an ' yo ' cut de top o f f . Ah tell yo ' whut ah do . If dere 
some people heah dat ah don ' want ' em  go . Yo ' take an ' cut dat shoe up an ' yo ' 
burn it . Yo ' gits  de sol e ,  if yo ' want . Jes ' lak if ah want chew an ' ah wanta 
keep yo ' in mah bed . Burn dat shoe an ' git some sal t , sulphur an ' br imstone , an ' 
make a powdah an ' put i t  in de cornah of  de mattress . Da t ' s  whut ah do wit a 
shoe . 

(What do es that do now? ) 
Dat ' s  keep in ' yo ' - keep in ' de man . 
An ' de nex ' about de sho e ,  if yo ' don ' wanta keep it in yore bed . Yo ' know , 

lo t sa people insist dere ain ' t  no plac e tuh bury nuthin ' , but in de country . 
Well , yo ' kin bury a shoe . Cut it up an ' bury it - an ' write his name in dat 
shoe . Yo ' know, some mens b ' l ieve in runnin ' away , an ' dat is tuh keep ' im fo ' 
yo ' .  [ That i s ]  as fur as ah know, ' bout whut ah did - as fur as ah wanta do , yo ' 
know . 

Dat , yo ' know, is tuh run a per son crazy . If yo ' git a p iec e out of  de back 
of anybody ' s  drawahs an ' bury hit wit nine st ick-pin or eithah burn it up , dat ' ll 
run ' em  through . Da t ' s  about undahclothes . 

An ' about a man ' s  shir t , yo ' kin take de p iec e out o f  a man ' s  - de tail o f  a 
man ' s  shir t an ' s t ick [ it ]  into yo ' [ clothes ] . 

(How will you do that ? )  
Yo ' cut a p iec e out o f  it [ shir t tail ] - yo ' cut a p iece out o f  de back an ' 

yo ' cut a p iece out o f  de front from ovah ' is private an ' sew it in yore clo thes . 
Dat ' ll draw dis man to yo ' .  

Dese monthly clo th is dis . Dey kills a woman wit dat . Dey put s it in a gun , 
a loaded shell , an ' puts da t into a gun an ' shoo t it into a tree . An ' af ter nine 
days de woman is gone . 

(They put t hat p iec e of  clo th  [ a  small p iec e o f  the clot h ]  r ight into a shell 
and shoot the shell o f f . That is if you want to get r id of them . ) 

Jes ' lak it ' s  dis - whut chew must do in de mawnin ' befo ' de sunrise , if yo ' 
got done [ hoodooed ] wit some poison . An ' it ' s  words dat chew must read out o f  de 
Bible,  lak if yo ' ,  "B ' l ieve in de Holy Gho s t , de Holy Roman Catholic Church,  de 
communion of  saint s ,  de forgivin ' of sins . "  Yo ' git up an ' read da t befo ' de 
sunr ise . Dat is per tec t in '  yo ' In de Name of de Lord. Dat ' s  fur as ah have went. 

Den dey puts  grave dirt to yore house to run yo ' - yo ' see , to g ive yo ' ev il 
spirit tuh change yor e min ' tuh run yo ' from home . Dat ' s  whut dey do wit grave
yara dir t . Dey spr inkles dat . 

[What you do ] wit a string is dis . Take yor e l ength of  a per son an ' put it in 
a crack to keep yo ' from leav in ' ' em .  

An ' dey kin take de leng th  o f  dis string an ' bury it , an ' in nine or eighteen 
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days yo ' s  gone . 
(What do you mean by taking a person ' s  length with a str ing ? )  
Yo ' see, lak makin ' a grave . Yo ' see , j es '  lak if yo ' gotta aome an ' [ or ]  

ah 've go tta aome [ see later ] , yo ' take ' s  a string an ' measur e from yore head to 
yore feet [ dip str ing into aome ] , an ' den dey tie it in a knot an ' j ab it in de 
crack. Dat ' s  to keep yo ' . An ' den ,  if d ey don ' l ike yo ' dey bury it [ Zak makin ' 
a grave ] . 

[The t echnical meanings of  the prec eeding word aome , f or both men and women , 
is fully descr ibed la t er in the subsec t ion CAUSES OF IMPOTENCE . ]  

Vell , how a woman ties a man up is dis . She has her husban ' f irst  an ' she 
ties dis homespun in nine kno t s  an ' tie it in de bed . He can ' t  have nobody but 
ber . 

In gamblin ' games yo ' gits a root , d evil ' s-sho estring root . Yo ' put s  it on 
vhiskey an ' rub it ovah yor e  han ' an ' yo ' go out tuh gambl in ' ,  an ' t ell ' im,  [ the 
root] " In d e  Name of de Father an ' de Son , ah wanta win a bunch a-money tonight 
in -h games , "  an ' throw it back [ over your shoulder ] an ' yo ' walk out .  Dat ' s  
real . 

[The preceding devil ' s-shoestr ing rite will b e  almost  meaningless to the gene
ral reader unfamil iar with hoodoo hands (see pp . 519-669 ; devil ' s-shoestr ing hands, 
p . S46;  espec ially prefatory not e  about hands , p . 5 19) . Her e is what our informant 
�· She takes a piec e of  devil ' s-shoestr ing (for identity of  this plant , see 
p . 432 , No . l207) , sews the root into a p iec e of cloth making a small package or 
hag, and then pour s whiskey on it . This pour ing process , known as feeding (see 
p . 57 8 ) , act iva tes the spir it power in the hand , the spirit she now addresses with 
ber words within quota t ion marks . Finally she add s a surprising and orig inal 
�ch to hand theory . Ready to walk forward out of her house for the gambl ing 
�· she throws the hand back over her shoulder . She does not look back,  be
cause the spirit  would f ollow her to the game . Why she l eaves the hand at home , 
abe now t ells us : ]  

[You work]  wit pot sa lt an ' call yor e business [ t ell the sal t what you want 
done] - j es '  call what evah yo ' workin ' af tah . Dat ' s  whut chew br ing in business 
� gain influenc e wit de  neighbor s .  

[ Informant ' s  intent ion is well illustrated by o ther sal t rites (p . 7 11 , 
., . 2583f . ) . ]  

[Another one of informant ' s  original and rar e r ites follows : ]  
If xc ' sellin ' whiskey, yo ' gits a bran ' -new lookin ' glass an ' br eak it  an ' 

pat i t  underneath yore bed . De law will nevah come dere a s  long as de lookin ' 
&lass underneath dat bed . 

Feed him on chamber lye . 
(Vhat will that do then? ) 
S top him from dr inkin ' , give it to him in ' is cof f ee an ' in ' is food - chamber 

lye will stop ' im from dr inkin ' whiskey . 
Ab t ell yo ' whut goofer dust is - d e man whut use goofer dust . Hit ' s  a cer

�in port ion of  a dead person ' bones,  gr in '  into powdahs , tuh throw af tah yo ' . 
(What will that do , if they throw it af ter you? ) 
Vell , dat is dis· :  Now , y_o 1 livin ' bettah den ah am an ' ah want trouble tuh 

av.ahtakes yo ' .  Now, dat whut dat fo ' ,  to put chew in hard luck . Dat ' s  why yo ' 
bear ' em  call i t  goofer dust ,  see . [ For this celebrated dust , see GOOFER DUST, 
pp . 222-2 2 7 . ]  

Vbut chew do f o ' dat - j es '  how dat go es : D e  foo tbo ' d  is fo ' fo ' ward , ga in ' 
fo 'vard in l if e ;  an ' d e  ha idbo ' d  is  stoppin ' yor e  bus iness [go ing backward in 
life] . See , becuz , yo ' know if de  foot  can ' t  go , yo ' know d e  haid can ' t  go . 

Yo ' take de haid-stiak an ' yo ' put dat to de  foo t , an 1 de foot-stiak yo ' put 
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it to de haid . Dat ' s  to weaken yore  business , if it ' s  a wicked person who dey 
turn de st ick tuh . Dat ' s  tuh harm yo ' in lif e ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  

(Well , don ' t  you make any sor t of a comment , or anything of that sor t ? ) 
Naw . 
To make him calm if yo ' s in a lawsuit , see . An ' it ' s  a per son by quiet -

well , yo ' have tuh work it quiet . An ' if it ' s  a person [working ]  by unlawful 
[means ] ,  yo ' can ' t use dat , yo ' see , becuz yore business will not work calmly 
wit ' out law . Or let d e  law know dat chew workin ' wit somepin else ; an ' if yuh 
don ' t  dey ' ll git rough wit yuh . But chew have tuh do i t  tuh [work for ] a quiet 
somebody dat live quiet an ' d ie quiet . Dat ' s  whut dat ' s  fo ' ,  fur as ah know . 

Well , yo 1 kin TAKE NINE NAILS AN '  CUT DE RAIDS OFF ' EM, AN '  HANG ' EM  OVAH YORE 
BED TUH KEEP AWAY DE EVIL SPIRITS . IF SOMEONE GOT A SPIRIT AT CHURE BED , now 
dat ' ll take evil spir its from yo ' .  Dat ' s  fur as  ah know about na ils . 

Fur a s  ah know - JES 1 LAK YO 1 S DONE KETCHED an GIT IMPREGNANT an 1 WANT TUH 
DRY DE MILK, if yo ' PUT NINE NEEDLES IN A STOPPAH AN '  WEAR ' EM  AROUN ' YORE NECK . 

(That will stop the milk from coming into the breast , or that  will stop her 
from being pregnant? ) 

DAT WILL STOP ' ER  FROM BEIN ' IMPREGNANT AN '  DRY DE MILK ON DE INSIDE . 
Yo ' take a t in plate to the graveyard tuh git new graveyard dust to do yore 

devilment . Dat ' s  all whut - all fur as ah know about a new t in plate .  
Chicken f eathahs is fo ' if yo ' suffahin ' wit stomach trouble . Yo ' sprinkle 

turpentine on ' em  an' scorch ' em  an ' sit ovah ' em . Dat ' ll do yo ' good . Dat fur 
as ah know about chicken feathahs . 

Git de feathahs from a roostah ' s  tail to mark yo ' ear . 
[Does mark here mean s ign o f  the cross?  Or swab? ]  
(What for ? )  
Fo ' sores or fo ' bad air ar isin ' in dere . 
(Bad a ir in the ear . Do you put anything on that f eather ? ) 
Yo ' puts ,  yo ' know, j es '  lard or camphor . 
[ Bad air arising in dere is unknown to me . The nearest I can come to an ex

planat ion here would be the following earache cure : "breathe against the pain" 
(FACI , 2nd ed . ,  p . 201 , No . 4657 ) ; in other words ,  bad air causes one type of ear 
ache and hence LIKE CURES LIKE in HOODOO , p . 3 94 . Presumably bad air also causes 
the common ringing in the ear , which eventually might turn into an earache . ]  

Use de wood fo ' a burn . Jes ' lak if yo ' git burned , yo ' burn dis wood an ' yo ' 
take de ashes an ' make a t ea tuh bathe de burn in - whut de lightnin ' strike , be
cause lightnin ' is f ire . Dat fur as  ah know about that . 

(That will cure a burn? ) 
Cure a burn . 
[Here we f ight f ire  with f ir e ,  a spec ial kind of f ir e ,  and have another like

cures-like r ite . ] 
Make a t ea - jes ' lak de d ir t  dauber nest . Yo ' take de dir t  dauber nest an ' 

yo ' boil i t  an ' yo ' drink dat t ea to make labor pains come . 
Yo ' go to a red ants ' nest an ' yo ' g it de red ant s ' nest an ' 

know, boil i t  to make a baby walk . Yo ' know, take up enough of 
an ' yo ' boil it in a sack an ' take de watah an ' bathe yo ' babe . 
walkin ' . 

[The act ivity o f  the ants  is transferred to the baby . ]  
(That will make a baby walk if he d idn ' t walk before? ) 

Make a baby walk if he ' s  not walkin ' .  

yo ' boil it - yo ' 
d e  dir t  in dere  

He ' ll go tuh 

Yo ' kin take a toadfrog an ' kill ' tm , an ' af tah he ' s  daid yo ' kin put ' tm  out 
somewhere an ' let ' tm  dry,  an ' gr in ' ' is powdahs up , dat toadfrog powdahs ,  an ' 
poison anybody yo ' want wit it . 
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CWhen they have these live things in them , d o  you know what they can do to  get 
these out ? )  

Wbut chew do - well , dey have tuh take a poison med ic ine to kill ' em .  
[Poison mediaine is no t med ic ine that  po isons . ]  
In nine days a tur tle will create in yo ' . Af tah de nine days live tur tles 

wtl1 be in yo ' .  Yo ' ll have tuh take a poison med ic ine tuh kill it . 
[Poison and poison med ic ine can be many things : perfume , penny , etc . (see 

FaiSON, pp . 219-221 , and many places . ]  
Pennies is dead man money - see GRA VEYARD PENNY, p . 56 9 .  Yo ' go into de grave 

� pay somebod y .  Jes ' lak if - as ah f irst  sa id awhile ago , yo '  go tta pay a 
person f o ' whut dey do . Well , dese pennies , if yo ' in a hund erd dollahs worth 
af trouble , yo ' got ta put one-hunderd pennies in de grave - dat ' s  a dollar . 

(If you are only in ten dollar s wor th of  trouble , then what ? )  
If it ' s  ten dollahs , yo ' only put ten pennies - a penny suppo sed [ to b e  paid ] 

� evah dollah , see . 
If a buzzard lays an ' yo ' git  d is egg an ' bo il it , d en go an ' g it chew a piece 

of lodes tone an ' put it der e ,  den d is egg will hatch . Dat fur as ah know about 
a buzzard . 

Take red peppah an ' pot salt  an ' chunk it behin ' d em .  Say , "Stay gone from 
� bouse . " No mo ' d ey won ' t  return d er e .  

(As they g o  you throw t ha t  out behind them and say that , they won ' t  come 
J.ck. )  

They won ' t  come bac k .  
Dat lodestone when yo ' totin '  it , yo ' suppo sed tuh po ' cologne [on  it ] -

feed it lak yo ' f eed yoreself , an ' carry it wit yo ' in yore pocketbook or in 
a bag roun ' yore neck . Dat fur as ah know about lodestone . 

Yo ' SLEEPS WIT DAT UNDAH YORE HAID THREE NIGHTS , d e  LEMON, an ' YO ' LL SEE DE 
IMll DE THIRD MAWNIN ' who yo ' GOIN ' GIT MARRIED TO . 

Yo ' ll dream of ' im  an '· den af tah yo ' dream o f  ' im, yo ' ll meet ' im  per son ' ly .  
A whirlwin ' is fo ' confus ion o r  bus t in ' up a neighborhood , if yo ' kin g it in 

� ketch enough of de dus ' . 
Af tah yo ' got de dus ' yo ' bury it , yo ' bury it in de groun ' beneat ' - j es '  

� it . Dat cause bus t in ' up d e  community . 
[Vhile my machine was s topped , informant said , "You use John de Conker for 

lack . " ]  
(Bow d o  you use John the Conquer for luck? ) 
Yo ' rub it in yor e han ' an ' yo ' tell John whut chew wanta do : "Ah wanta be 

lacky an ' succes sful in all of  mah undahtakin ' ,  in mah bus iness . "  Yo '  know dat ' s  
zaetly how yo ' speak . Well , dat ' s  fo ' good luck .  

An '  lodestone tuh at trac ' love ones an ' to  follah an ' t o  d o  good . 
She kin give a man her ministrat ion to at trac ' ' im  fo ' bet tah ,  an ' de woman 

kiD cook r ice an ' steam it an ' g ive it to  ' im.. 
Veil , af tah d is r ice is done , yo ' steam it j es '  lak yo ' steam yoreself . Now, 

JD 1  doin ' dat tuh draw d is man to yo ' tuh love , tuh love an ' tuh care fo ' yo ' .  
If J0 1  can ' t  git  ' im  no o thah way ,  yo ' have tuh git ' im  through by eat in ' . 

�ell , AFTER THI S RICE IS  COOKED , THEN WHAT DO YOU DO? ) 
SIT OVAH IT . 
(ARD JUST LET IT STEAM YOU , AND THEN LET HIM EAT THE RICE ? )  
BAT ' S  IT . 
�ell , what could a man do to get a woman? )  
A man kin rub candy underneat ' d e  bot tom o f  ' is feet an ' give it to  a woman -

� ehewin ' gum - an ' dat ' ll at trac ' d is woman tuh follah ' im. . 
(Rub it underneath his f eet ? )  
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Dat ' s  it . 
(Is  ther e anything el se he can do to influenc e a woman? ) 
Well , j es '  lak a s  yo ' fir s ' say [ see later ] . He kin take whut dis woman wipe 

wit an ' tie dat in nine kno t ,  an ' dis woman can ' t have nobody but ' im . 
[What I fi�s ' say , while machine was stopped , would have been something like : 

"Have you ever heard of  tying kno t s  to hold a per son? " Ther e are many ways of 
tying kno t s  for this purpo se besides the one she gives . ]  

(What would he do with that af ter he ties the nine knots? ) 
He kin bury it . 
Garlic is fo ' a kid [ child ] dat have worms . An ' den yo ' kin use it in de 

coo kin ' . 
Yo ' take syrup , pot sal t an ' likker [ alcohol ] [ notice 3 ingr edient s ] . Dat ' s  

tuh kill de sor e throat . 
If he run through a lo t ,  he go tta go wher e mules go , an ' dey [ dogs ] canno t 

track ' im . 
[ Notice how my following comment to microphone is  for my futur e under standing 

while transcribing from cylinder s . ] 
(You mean, if he steps in the mule manur e ,  they can ' t track him? ) 
Dat ' s  it . 
Jes ' lak yo ' wr ite me a let tah an ' it ' s  a insul ted [ insul ting ] lettah . Well , 

ah mus ' no t answah dis lettah . Burn it off on de fo ' cornahs , seal it  back ,  an ' 
den ' turn [ return] it back to him . Dat ' s  givin ' yo�e wo�ds baak , yo ' don ' t ac
cep ' ' em . 

ALGIERS ATMOSPHERE ABOUT HER 

ST. ESPIDEE [ EXPEDITE] HE WORKS FAST 
HE 'LL RUN YUH [AWAY] AN ' HE 'LL BRING YUH [BACK] 

AN ' AFTAH WHILE DEY 'LL JIB ' WITHAH 'WAY UNTIL DEY DIE 
AN ' DEY WON 'T KNOW WHUT DEY GOT 

DE "DOCS" [M. D .  's ] OR NOBODY ELSE WON 'T UNDAHSTAN ' 

A PIECE OF "RED ROCK SALT" • • •  BEHIN ' DE FRONT DO ' 
AN ' WHEN ANYBODY TRY IN ' TUH HARM YUH� IT 'LL SWEAT 

TO SPEAK TO A BOSS YO ' READ DE 23RD PSAlM • • •  
AN ' YO ' GIT DOWN AN ' YO ' PRAY BEFO ' YO ' GOES 

AN ' ASK GOD TUH GIT IN DE LEAD 
AN ' ASK 'IM TUH SEN ' DE SPIRIT AHEAD OF YO ' 

TUH MAKE A WAY FO ' WHEN YO ' GIT DERE 
DAT DIS MAN WILL SPEAK TUH YO ' 

ALGIERS , LOUIS IANA 

[ Her e again we have the New Orleans-Algier s atmo sphere and paraphernalia al 
ready descr ibed in HOODOO volume 2 .  Onc e mor e ,  but with the usual differences , 
we meet candles , coconut rolling , four thieves vineg� . gumbo file , and the color 
scheme of black,  white and red distinguishing black man from whit e .  A br ief no te 
on the old hoodoo danc e al so appear s .  Perhaps the best rite o f  all i s  the last 
quo tation, a prayer , so poignant , yet glowing with social signif icanc e .  The 
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BODY DAT YO ' KNOW DIED BAD .  Yo ' call dat par ty an ' yo ' tell ' em ,  "Ah want what
evah yo ' want done . Ah want chew tuh teach me an ' give me powah tuh do dus ' 
[ thus ]  an 1 so , whatevah it is tuh be done . " An ' yo ' ll git powah to do any kin ' a  
ause [ uses ] . ---

Y
-

o '  g it a blac k cat an ' yo ' have boilin ' watah an ' yo ' t hrow dat black cat in 
dat watah , an ' let ' im  boil till evah - yo ' kin see evah bone . An ' it ' s  a bone 
1n der e  yo ' takes out an ' yo ' keep dat bone on yo ' .  

(Do you know what bone it is? ) 
Ah think dat bone is - dat little wishbone . 
Take de to enail an ' de f ingahnail de dir t ,  an ' yo ' parch - [ the dir t ]  from 

undah de f ingahnail an ' d e  toenail . Yo ' parch dat an ' yo ' make a powdah wit it . 
An ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in anybody ' s  food , dat makes ' em  go crazy about 
chew . 

Yo ' go in dis hous e  an ' yo ' take yo ' a Bibl e ,  an ' yo ' read de 60th Psalm three 
times befo ' yo ' move in der e ,  an ' yo ' make yore wish whut chew want . Yo ' br ing 
yo ' a sack of sal t an ' a loaf of bread in dat house befo ' yo ' move in , an ' yo ' 
leave it s tay in der e an ' yo ' put it high on a wardrobe or any high place - j is '  
leave it in der e  as long as yo ' want . An ' yo ' r ead de 3 7 th Psalm in der e .  An ' 
ah declare yo ' ll rent chur e hous e .  

Yo ' ll git some incense ,  T emple Incense [ trade name or type] an ' yo ' smoke it 
�· Yo ' go inside der e an ' yo ' close it tight , an ' yo ' make a smo ke wit dat -
an j is '  let it be a fog through dat house .  An ' when it ' s  a heavy fog yo ' open 
up d e  windahs an ' let de fog go out de windahs an ' do ' s  an ' thin ' s .  Yo ' ll r ent 
yore hous e .  

Yo ' git chew some of dat Fo ' Thief Vinegah an ' some Epsom sal t s , an ' yo ' take 
dat an ' yo ' j is '  put it all up ovah de ceilin ' , up at de do ' - put it all ovah de 
ceilin ' s .  Throw it all in de walls an ' in de fo ' cornahs o f  de house , all ovah 
de plac e ,  an ' leave some undahneat ' d e  house undah de steps ,  an ' dat house will 
aevah git rented . Dey r ent it but it won ' t s tay r ented . 

Yo ' take de landlord ' s  name an ' yo ' wr ite it nine times , an ' yo ' take dat name 
an '  yo ' fold it , an ' yo ' git c hew a new can , a little yeas t powdah can , an ' yo ' 
put dat name in dat can . An ' yo ' f ill it  up wit sal t an ' yo ' shake it , an ' put 
�t behin ' de front do ' .  An ' he ' ll not ,  he won ' move yo ' out dat house . An ' when 
ya 1  git ready tuh move he won ' want chew tuh move . 

(How do you wr ite the landlord ' s  name? )  
Jis ' nine times . 
(On any par ticular paper or ink or anything ? )  
Whit e  papah [ the landlord usually being a white per son] o r  any kin ' a  ink, or 

lead pencil will do dat - j is '  since yo ' go t ' is name . 
Yo ' kin take dem par ty ' s  name an ' wr ite ' em  nine t imes , always wit red ink, 

aa' yo ' fold it to yo ' three times , an ' make yore wish , an ' yo ' wear dat in yore 
ri&ht shoe . Dere mind will contin ' ly be on yo ' .  Dey won ' t git peace or res t .  

Vell , fo ' good [ wor k] . Yo ' take de pee of a par ty . Let it j is '  be de pee 
�h, no watah or no nuthin in it . Yo ' put it in a bottle an ' yo ' git chew 
.a.e - all kinds of  per fume an ' put in dis pee an ' stop it up tight . An ' � 

�eres in a cornah anywhere ,  put it  in a trunk - j is '  save it  an ' yo ' always 
'!!2 dose par t ies . 

An ' fo ' bad [ wor k] , tuh hurt ' em , yo ' take dat pee , yo ' put nine new tracks , 
.!De new nails , an ' yo ' stop it up tight an ' bury it upside down . Dat ' ll make 
• .. j is '  withah away . 

If dey tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  yo ' git  chew a piece of  par sley an ' wear it in 
JDr• shoes . An ' yo ' git a piece of Red Roak [ trade name] SaZt an ' yo ' keep-rt 
'-bin '  de front do ' ,  an ' when anybody tryin ' tuh harm yuh ,-rt'll sweat , an ' when 
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it ' s  nobody ain ' t  do in ' yo ' nuthin , it ' ll j is '  s tay dry . 
poison. 

But da t ' ll kill all de 

[ This p iec e of  salt , my only example of  the belief , is wha t I call r ites of  
diagno sis - see pp . l65-217 , and compare sweat ing-hands diagno sis , No s .  632-633 , 
p .  213£ . 1 

An ' den if anyone burnin ' a candle on yo re ha id ,  yo ' take a l it tle cheap shirt 
or any ole thin ' yo ' don ' need , an ' yo ' wear it to yor e  skin fo ' ' bout a week 
[ 7  days ] - let it git dir ty .  An ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' pin it upside down at de 
haid of yore bed . Jis ' leave it der e  an ' de candle will nevah burn . 

Yo ' take his shoes an ' yo ' turn ' em  upside down undah de bed where he ' s  layirr , 
an ' yo ' take a broom an ' yo ' lay it ' cro ss de do ' ,  an ' he ' ll nevah wake up t ill 
she come back an ' move dat . 

Yo ' take a broom, if yo ' don ' want nobody at chure house ,  yo ' j is '  take da t 
broom an ' turn i t  ups ide down back of  de front do ' .  Nobody will nevah come dere . 

Yo ' take de d ir t  an ' yo ' put it in a bo t tle . 
(This human passage ? )  
Yessuh . Yo ' put i t  in a bo t tle an ' yo ' stop it up an ' yo ' bur ' [ bury]  it up

s ide down . Da t stop ' em, dat stop de bowel s .  
Yo ' git up befo ' de sunr ise an ' yo ' read de fo ' th Psalm . Yo ' read it three 

t imes in succession an ' three days in succession . Da t ' s  fo ' success . De eight 
[ 8 th] Psalm,  when de sun is down , yo ' read dat three times in succession an ' 
three night s in succession . Dat ' s succ ess , great success . 

Yo ' git chew some of dis - yo ' git ammonia , yo ' git witch hazel an ' yo ' git 
sal tpetah an ' yo ' bo il dat togethah . An ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in a lil 
watah an ' yo ' say yore prayer s three t imes . An ' each t ime yo ' say yor e  prayer s 
yo ' take yore han ' an ' yo ' pass it aroun ' [ in a c ircular mo tion in the water ]  an ' 
make yore wish da t dis evil condit ion will move - IN DE NAME OF DE LORD . 

(How do you pa ss your hand around ? )  
Well , yo ' see lak dis [demonstrates]  i s  d e  wa tah, yo ' put chure han ' in dere 

an ' yo ' do da t way [ and say] , "Name of de Fa thah, ah wish dis evil condition 
would d isappeah from me . "  [ Informant demonstrates again . ] 

(Your hand is going around in a c ircle . )  
In de wa tah , � - each time yo ' say yore prayer s ovah it . 
[ Our informant , a doatoP , has now prepared a holy water for a sacred ablut ion -

see margin title THE RITUAL BATH , p . 367f . ]  
Den yo ' take an ' yo ' git in dat wa tah , an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' j is '  let it 

fall [demonstrates]  all de way down . Jis ' let it go all de way back , "Name of  de 
Fathah, an ' in de Name of d e  Son , an ' in d e  Name of  de Holy Gho st . "  

[ I  now descr ibe her preceding demonstration : ]  
(Put [ pour ] it up over your head . )  
Jis ' let it go all de way down an ' all de way back . Let it run r ight down all 

de way down all ovah yo ' an ' [ say] 1 " In de Name of Jesus , let dis condition be 
remove from mah body . "  Den yo ' git outa dere [ tub ] . An ' yo ' don ' t  dry yo ' self . 
Put chure clo thes on an ' let it dry in yore clo thes . An ' yo ' do dat fo ' about 
nine days an ' at de end of de nine days , when de sun goin ' down , yo ' take it an ' 
yo ' pitch it [ bathwater ] £!!!_, " In de name of de Fa thah,  de Son an ' d e  Holy Ghos t ,  
go back to hence yo ' come from . " Throw it away from yuh an ' yo ' go t r id of it . 

(Any spell tha t they have put on you ? )  
Yes . 
Yo ' consecrate [ concentra te]  yo ' self . Yo ' git in a certain po sition an ' yo ' 

j is '  set guietly to yo ' self , an ' keep yore min ' j is '  on dat par ty an ' yo ' ketch 
dey [ their ] spir it an ' yo ' worry ' em  tuh dea th .  Wherevah dey is dey goin 1 tuh 
come to yo ' .  
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Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' burn light s in , � dat band , de inside sweatband [ o f  the 
bat ] . Yo ' put it in a can with sugah, honey , rock candy an ' glycerine , rose 
aatah 1 an ' yo ' put chew some light s - wha tevah color it is . If it ' s  [ sweatband 
is] black,  well yo ' put brown [ because a black candle would kill the man ! ] . If 
yo ' wanta make ' em  sweet an ' mild an ' come tub yo ' ,  yo ' git sugah 1 yo ' g it honey . 
Yo ' git rock candy an ' ro se watah . Yo ' put it in a can . An ' yo ' take a candle 
an' constantly burn a candle evah day an ' yo ' pray an ' ask Go d tub bring ' em  
back.  
----[How the candle is burned is explained in many r ites under subsec t ion CANDLES , 
pp . 797-862 . Of ten the candle is placed in a saucer or glass , but here it is put 
upright in a dispo sable t in can . The ingredients are poured around the standing 
caudle .  1 

NOw, if yo ' wanta give ' em  headaches [ see margin t itle CANDLE BURNING CAU SES 
HEADACHE , p . 834f . ] 1  or somepin lak dat ,  well yo ' take yo ' some v inegah,  Epsom 
salts, some cayenne peppah 1 some fightin ' peppah , some sepaPation powdah [ the 
last two being hoodoo -drug-store preparations ] . Yo ' write de name nine t imes 
an '  yo ' put it in dat cap [ for a man ' s  head ] an ' yo ' burn a candle evah day on 
.tat [ cap ] an ' make yor e  wish . Yo ' rap three t imes an ' call dere name three 
�t.es an ' make yore wish whut chew want . Evah day at a cer tain hour - yo ' must 
bave a cer tain hour tub light dis candle an ' let it burn . [ For times to l ight 
caudles , see pp . 8 28-8 31 . ] 

(What color candl e would you use ? )  
If it ' s  black [ a  black per son] , burn a black candle ;  an ' i f  it ' s  white , well 

!!Y color fo ' white . But always black fo ' black.  
----

[The info rmant ' s  preceding statement is mo st unusual . In the use of clo th,  
ink. paper , sugar , syrup , thread , etc . , there are in the text of HOODOO many 
ezBaples of white for the white man and black for the black man , but this general 
rale do es no t apply to candles . Candl e-color symbol ism will be found on pp . 7 97 -
822 and el sewhere .  The black candle is always f o r  ev il work, usually death.  
!bough bear ing in mind that a f irst-class profess ional pract it ioner l�ke my in
for.ant can at t imes break the usual laws of magic , I believe she here is merely 
stating the general rule without r ealiz ing the impl ications . ]  

(What will tha t  do then? ) 
Dat will make dem - ooh 1 upset . Dey git lak dey crazy - yeah , dey crazy . 
To make ' em  come back, yo ' go t ta git all sweet s tuff tub make ' im come back.  

Gatta write his name nine t imes , yor es on top 1 but yo ' git chew some honey - [ I  
�1 yo ' git  yo ' some sugah . If it ' s  white [man] , g it white sugah; if it ' s  
�k [man] , g it brown sugah . Yo ' use brown papah fo ' black an ' yo ' use white 
papah fo ' white an ' [ she says something about ink] . 

(What color ink? ) 
well , mo ' or less red ink . An ' yo ' g it chew some rose watah , an ' yo ' git 

cbew some git-togethah powdah, an ' yo ' put dat on dis name , an ' yo ' cont in ' ly 
licht dis candle evah day t ill yo ' see yore succes s .  Yo ' ll have a cer ta in hour 
�h tub l ight dis candle ,  ' cause de spir it will meet chew at dat hour . An ' 
,a ' have a cer ta in hour . An ' if yo ' believe in saints or whatevah - well , what
er.ah saint yo ' bel ieve in, yo ' take dat saint an ' yo ' set it [ saints picture or 
stame] up iu front of  dere [ the candle and ingredients preparation] , an ' yo ' 
call dat saint name an ' yo ' rap t ' ree t imes [ rapping 3 t imes and call ing the 
aint br ings him] , an ' tell dat saint , "Through de powah of God ,  ah want chew 
tDh do dus [ thus ]  an ' so . "  Yo ' ask God tub back 1 im up wit dis [His] powah, an ' 
let dis saint work an ' work quickly . An ' ah declare it work fo ' yo ' .  

Dey take de sho e s  an ' dey bur ies ' em . Well , yo '  kin dress a person ' s  sho es 
.. � ' 11  make ' em  have cramps in dey f eet an ' dey cain 1 t walk .  Well , yo ' take dey 
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shoe , take dere right shoe an ' yo ' f ill it fulla d irt  dauber [ nest ] . Yo ' takes 
yore cayenne peppah an ' yo ' take yore gunpowdah an ' yo ' take some of dis  vinegah, 
[ightin ' vinegah an ' yo ' put all dat in dat shoe . An ' yo ' take dat shoe an ' yo ' 
� [ carry] it to de graveyard where somebody died bad . - Yo '  dig a hole [ in the 
bad person ' s  grave]  an ' yo ' put a quar tah in dat hole to pay dis  dead off . An ' 
covah dat ovah, an ' tell ' fm  dat yo ' want ' fm  tuh do wit dis  party, whut has been 
done to dem [ the dead person who is unable to walk] . An ' he git so he won ' t  be 
able tuh walk . He won ' t  be able tuh do nuthin - j is '  fall down in cramps an ' 
evahthin ' else . 

Well , ah know good about dat ,  ah don ' know nuthin bad . Yo ' take d irty socks , 
if yo ' want ' em  tuh stay home . Yo ' take de toe an ' yo ' turn de toe part inside 
de do ' ,  an ' lak if d is is de sock [ d emonstrates ] .  Yo ' put de two toes togethah 
an ' put a new tack dere , one dere an ' one dere . 

(You put one tack in the toe . )  
Yeah, yo ' put two toes o f  d e  sock togethah an ' j is '  turn ' em inside de do ' -

lak if yo ' walkin ' in de do ' .  Yo ' turn it ovah an ' yo ' put t ' ree tacks in de 
centah o f  d e  sock undah de do ' .  Yo ' take ' is socks an ' put ' em  togethah an ' put 
t ' ree tacks in ' em. An' yo ' take de same part an ' put one tack dere , an ' one 
d ere , an ' one on de othah end . Undahneat '  de front do ' where yo ' got ta come in 
undah - undah de mat . An '  always keep ' em  der e .  

An ' den ag ' in yo ' kin taken a pail of watah an ' wash de dirt  ou,ta dem - outa 
de socks , de stockin ' s - de clear watah, j is '  enough tub wa sh de d irt . An ' yo ' 
take dat wa tah an ' yo ' put it in a bot tle , an ' yo ' put all kinda sweet perfume 
wit dat an ' bear [ bury] it , but not upside down . Bear it in de groun ' lak dat ,  
settin ' up , anr-dem parties will always be behin ' yo ' .  Dey cain ' t leave yo ' .  

Dey takes dat piec e ,  de ministPation piece , an ' dey git some of dis bad fight
in ' powdah an ' yo ' g it some of dat [ightin ' vinegah , an ' yo ' git some of dat cay
enne peppah, an ' yo ' git some o f  dat vinegah . Yo ' put dat into a bottle or 
somepin an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' go to de graveyard an ' bear [ bury] i t , but chew 
put a quartah in d e  hole tub pay de daid off , tub do whut chew want ' em  tub do , 
an ' yo ' tell ' em whut chew want . Jis ' t ell  ' em , "Ah 'm payin ' yo ' off  tub do 
whatevah yo ' want tub be  done to de part ies . "  

(Well , what would you usually have done to them in doing anything l ike that?  
Something bad ? )  

Yeas , fo ' bad . Dat ' ll make ' em  witah [wither ] away , witah away till dey d ie .  
Well , yo ' kin make a little cof f in an ' make a woman or man ,  whatevah yo ' want , 

an ' yo ' dress ' em  [ put garments on the woman or man] . Yo ' name ' em  do se parties . 
Yo ' put ' em  in dat cof f in .  An ' yo ' git some cof f in nails an ' yo ' nail it down, 
an ' yo 1 go an 1 bur ' dat in d e  graveyard .  Make a wish . 

(What will that  do ? )  
Dat kill ' em, dey ' ll die . 
(Do you nail that  up with real coffin na ils? ) 

Real coff in nails , j is '  lak yo ' do de cof f in .  
(Where would you get the nails? ) 
Well , yo ' go to de sto ' an ' ask fo ' dem little brass tacks , yo ' know .  
[ I  turn off  the machine here and ask a n  unrecorded question producing the fol-

lowing answer . ]  
DAT DE HOODOO DANCE . 
(What is that ? )  
Oh, dey git necket [ naked ] an ' dey j is '  dance all kin ' s a-way . Dey have all 

kin ' sa cand ies an ' cake on de bo ' d  [ board ] - j is '  dance all roun ' . Dere bees 
[ is ]  about a gang of ' em  doin ' dis hoodoo dance , an ' all kinda funny dancin ' , an ' 
dey got a song dat dey sing wit it . But ah don ' know de song , an ' dey j is 1  dance 
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an' dance dere fo ' hour s . Whatevah dey want , when d ey wanta pass a pePson out , 
dey j is '  dance . Aw, have a big time , all kinda good f ine drinks an ' evahthin ' ,  
an '  dey dance dere fo ' ' bout a half a day . Co ' se dey j is '  dance necket an ' den 
aftah dey dancin ' dey sit down an ' eat . 

(Who does that? ) 
Well dat ' s  de people dat do dis hoodoo work . DEY DAID NOW, MOS ' OF ALL OF 

' EM .  AH DO ' KNOW NONE OF ' EM  NOW DAT ' S  LIVIN ' . 
(They used to do that  sort o f  thing years ago? ) 
Oh, yes suh, ah used tuh see ' em  do it . Ah used tuh know plenty of ' em , but 

all of ' em  daid . All of ' em  daid - all dem good fo ' ks is daid , yes indeed . Yo ' 
don' heah no mo ' of dat thin ' . 

(Did they used to initiate people into tho se groups? Or anything of that 
sort? Or d id you j ust j o in it if you wanted to or what? ) 

Bo ,  dey ' s a gang dat sells dereself to de devil an ' dey kin do anythin ' , an ' 
dey all gits togethah whenevah dey wanta pass a pePson out. Dey all git tosethah 
an' dey do dis dance an ' dis song - dey sing d is song - an ' have all kinda fine 
caDdies an ' cake , an ' champagne an ' fine drinks , an ' all dat dancin ' all roun ' , 
an '  den when dey git through dey have a big time eat in ' an ' drinkin ' . An ' de 
parties [victims ] don ' be heah long . [For hoodoo dance , see Nos . 27 7 3  and 2 7 7 5 ,  
PP •  794-7 96£ . ] 

[We now talk about MARIE LAVEAU , but informant knows nothing . ]  
Karie Laveau ! Oooh,  she wuz terrible . She ' s  daid . Ah know where she ' s  

'buried at . 
(Do people ever go to her grave? )  
Yes . 
�t do they go there for ? ) 
Go dere tuh make wishes o n  people , ask her tuh he ' p  ' em  tuh do diff ' ren works . 

Go dere at her grave an ' dey kneel , an ' dey pray, an ' dey knock [ to call her 
.. irit] , an ' dey call her tuh he ' p .  Whatevah yo ' want done , ask ' er tuh he ' p  yo ' .  

(JUST AS IF YOU WERE GOING TO A SAINT? ) 
Yeas . 
[ror Marie Laveau , see p . 7 94f . ]  
(Did you ever hear of the Seven Sister s ? ) 
De SEVEN SISTERS . Well , de leader o f  de Seven Sister s  is daid , but de othahs 

.._, know much . [For SEVEN SISTERS , see p . 74 5 . ] 
(What about Madam Helen , is she still alive? ) 
KADAM HELEN is [ somewhere] . 
(Is she colored or white? ) 
White . Oh, she is - she throws her card aroun ' but ah j is '  don ' p ick ' em  up . 

[� shows the original Madam Helen has imitator s . For the orig inal , see p . 7 7 6. ]  
� aevah p icks ' em  up . She ' s  up in [ somewhere] . Most anybody will tell yo ' 
�e she at . 

C.0 THERE MANY WHITE PEOPLE ENGAGED IN THIS SAME TYPE OF WORK? ) 
YES ,  INDEED - YES SUR . We go t several o f  ' em  roun ' heah - same kinda work . 
� are the famous hoodooer s  around her e? Did you ever hear o f  a fellow by 

� aame of Luke Turner ? )  
toke Turner? Uh-ah . [Never heard o f  him . ]  
Ah heard o f  one dey call Mary . She died here , right heah in Algiers .  Oh , she 

WID a vbizz . Ah wuz small den . 
Ah don ' know much about ' em  [ later persons ] . 
Dey don ' do nuthin good , dey do bad . Dey git a t intype but yo ' gotta have de 

IID!Daraph standin ' , yo ' know stand in ' , an ' yo ' take dat type an ' yo ' turn it up
-'le down ovah a glass of wa tah, an ' keep a light in front of dat an ' make yore 
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wish . Well , dat par ty ' ill go j ump ovahbo ' d . 
----(What kind of a light do you use for that ? )  

A candle . 
(Any color? ) 
Yes . Dat par t y ' ill go j ump ovahbo ' d . 
[ I  ask an unrecorded quest ion about hands . ] 
Yo ' have tuh make dem han 's . Yo ' go t ta git a bat an ' d en yo ' go tta git a veil 

whut de baby is bo ' n  wit - - piece of dat . An ' yo ' git othah ingred ' ents tuh mix 
wit d is stuf f , an ' yo ' make a bag an ' yo ' put dat in dere . An ' ah know a woman 
but she ' s  da id now. She used tuh git $50 for dose han 's an ' dey wear d em  han 's 
on ' em  fo ' gamblin ' .  

Yo ' go tuh de drug sto ' an ' g it chew some business powdah an ' put aroun ' chure 
house . An ' j is '  when yo ' scrub aroun ' yore house yo ' sweeten [ the scrub wat er ] . 
Yo ' take sweeten watah an ' cinnamon an ' mix it togethah an ' yo ' scrub yore house . 
But chew come in when yo ' scrubbin ' ,  yo ' scrub in wit it . 

(What do you put in that wat er?  Or is it j ust ordinary water? ) 
Ordinary watah . Yo ' git chew some van-van an ' yo ' git chew some sugah an ' g it 

chew some rose watah [ 3  sweetening ingred ient s ] , an ' yo ' put dat into de watah 
an ' some cinnamon , an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' wipe yore flo ' but yo ' wipe it comin ' 
in , an '  when yo ' scrub de sidewalk yo ' always throw de watah up to de house . 
When yo ' g it through scrubbin ' den yo ' sprinkle dat sweet watah all around der e .  

(Where do you get that business powder? ) 
At d e  drug sto ' . 
(What do you do with it when you get it 1 I mean? ) 
Jis ' spr inkle it aroun ' . 
Take a axe or a hatchet an ' yo ' nail it at d e  gate or de do ' an ' dey cain ' t  

cross  it . 
(They would see it there wouldn ' t  they? ) 
Dey cain ' t  come der e .  Yo ' j is '  take it lak yo ' goin '  tuh chop down on a piece 

o f  wood j is '  [ strike] it inside of [ into ] de gat e  or d e  do ' [and let it stick 
there ] . Jis ' take it lak yo ' goin '  chop somepin an ' face it in [ into ] de wall . 
Jis ' take it an ' let it stick in de wall ,  an ' dey cain ' t  come near yore  place . 
Dey cain ' t  come near yore place . 

[ The purpose o f  preceding rit e ,  ungiven 1 is probably to keep police away . ] 
An ' , tuh draw ag ' in 1  yo ' git chew some shrimp haid an ' bo il it an ' yo ' put chew 

some [ something ] .  Or else yo ' g it chew a piece o f  codf ish, d e  tail of de codfis� 
an ' yo ' boil dat eithah one , an ' yo ' git chew some van-van , some sugah an ' some 
honey [ 3  sweetening ingred ien t s ] . An ' aftah yo ' scrub good all de d ir t ,  d en yo ' 
take dat an ' yo ' sprinkle it all aroun ' , but chew throw it up against de house 
an ' let it run down , don ' sweep it down , an ' dat sho ' will draw ' em . Yo ' sho ' 
make money, it sho ' will . Jis ' lak dey draw de fly, it will draw de trade . 

If it ' s  a bad case yo ' gotta g it de part ies da t put chew in co ' t .  Yo ' gotta 
git dere witness name an ' yo ' gotta g it de d istrict  attorney, de lawyer an ' all 
of ' em  name . Yo ' wr ite all dem names down an ' yo ' git chew a beef tongue , an ' 
yo ' split dat beef tongue , j is '  split it an ' yo ' put d em  names in der e .  Yo ' g it 
about a pack of new needles an ' a pack of new pins , an ' yo ' j is '  stick it wit 
needles an ' pins - all ovah j is '  as much as yo ' kin g it . An ' yo ' git chew a 
spool of  thread , coarse thread , an ' yo ' j is '  wrap it an ' call dere name - j is '  
wrap an ' wrap it an ' wrap it . An ' yo ' take dat tongue an ' put it on ice an ' j is '  
freeze it out . Dey sit up dere an ' dey cain ' t  talk . 

Dey mo ' or less take some cayenne peppah an ' rub in an ' out undah dey shoes . 
Dat ' s  tuh keep de dogs from smell in ' dere track, an ' when dey do da t dey got a 
chance tuh g it away . 
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Vhen yo ' git ' em [ the murder ed person] an ' yo ' gonna bury ' em , yo ' put a new 
aeissors in de  coffin ,  open it  [ sc issor s ] , an ' yo ' turn ' em  [ the corpse] on  dey 
face an ' bury ' em , an ' dem par ties [ the murder er ]  will come back . 

Yes , ah ' ve hear ' d  of ' em  go in ' to a tree an ' bo ' holes in der e an ' put t in ' de 
fo ' kses names in dere,  an ' stop dat hol e  up an ' dat ' ll stop dem, stop ' em  from 
tal kin ' [ about you] . An ' aftah while dey ' ll j is '  withah ' way until dey die,  an ' 
dey won ' t  know whut dey go t .  De doas [ M . D . ' s ] or nobody el se won ' undahs tan ' .  

Go to a weepin ' willah tree an ' bury a person [ anything o f  his ] undah der e ,  or 
dey names undah der e ,  an ' j is '  lak dat tree sways an ' weep , dat ' s  j is '  de way 
dey ' ll be weepin ' an ' moanin ' an ' downhear ted all de  time t ill dey j is '  go down 
on down - down . 

Wha t do dey say about whuppin ' ?  
cake dat blackj ack stick an ' beat a 
�ve long - dey won '  live long . 

Yo ' git chew a blackj ack [ oak1 stick an ' yo ' 
per son - wit it . Jis ' whittle an ' dey won ' 

[After the whipping , whittle on the stick . Since it came in contac t with the 
�ped body , that whipped person will no t live long . ]  

�t is a blackj ack s t ick? What is it? ) 
Yell , it ' s  a kin ' a  stick de  mens git out en de woods . 
[ It is a stick made from the blackj ack oak (Queraus mariZandiaa) . ]  
Yo ' take a lamp an ' wit dat o il . Yo ' put a little sugah in der e ,  an ' if it ' s  

�dy yo ' wanta br ing back,  yo ' write der e name nine times an ' yore name on top 
of it an ' fold it. to yo ' . An ' yo ' take a gold-haid needle an ' pin dat name to d e  
� an '  keep it constan ' ly burnin ' . Dat ' ll br ing ' em  back . 

Git a catfish - ketch ' em  ' live an ' take t ' r ee drops of  dat blood an ' put it 
iD de likker an ' let ' im  drink it . It ' ll make ' im s ick but he ' ll quit dr inkin ' . 

To speak to a bo s s ,  yo ' read d e  23rd Psalm of David , an ' yo ' git down [ on your 
�] an ' yo ' pray befo ' yo ' go es , an ' ask God tuh git in de  lead , an ' ask ' im 
tab sen ' de Spir it ahead of yo ' tuh make a way fo ' when yo ' g it der e ,  dat d is man 
.nl. speak to yo ' • 

Anybody put anythin ' down fo ' yo ' ,  yo ' take dat lye an ' yo ' scrub wit it , yo ' 
-=rob it up . 

�t about holy water ? )  
Sprinkle yore house tuh bless yore house wit it , j is '  lak yo ' bless de  church . 

Ya '  so git it an ' spr inkle yore house , " In de Name of  de  Fa thah , Name de  Son , an ' 
lie ... e of de Holy Sp ir it ,  ah want d e  evil condition tuh dismiss outen dis room . " 

Beard o f  ' em  takin ' a dishrag if a person is sick,  swole up or anythin ' .  Yo ' 
� � anothah one ' s house an ' steal der e  dishrag an ' take it an ' wrap j is '  where
..ab dey swole an ' dat ' ll pass away . 

If dey gone from yo ' an ' yo ' don ' t  know where dey at , den hear o f  ' em , yo ' � 
a ..- tin plate an ' yo ' wr ite a Psalm of David on dis plate ,  any Psalm ,  an ' den 
� ·  write der e name undah, an ' yo ' take dis  plate an ' yo ' put it amongst chur e 
clathes whut chew wear evah day . An ' ah declar e yo ' ll heah from yo ' [ ' em] an ' 
._ uez '  thin ' yo ' ll see ' em . 

If yo '  wanta swell a person up or put ' em down s ick , yo ' git a piece of  br ead 
� dose part ies ' tabl e ,  an ' yo ' ketch a tur tle  or bullfrog or lizard an ' yo ' 
� dat br ead down in · ' em .  Dat ' ll [ that an imal will ] swallow it , an ' den turn 
• .. a-loos e .  Well , dese people will swell up an ' die  r ight now - r ight now ! 
� is my only example of the rit e . ] 

Yo ' git a horsesho e an ' yo ' git chew some go Zd sand an ' yo ' git yo ' some si Z
-.r sand an ' yo ' dip one end in de gold an ' one in de s ilvah,  an ' yo ' name it 
-• put it ovah yore front do ' . Dat ' ll br ing success . 

[these sands or powders ar e hoodoo-drug-stor e or cur io-company produc ts  which 
� sild or s ilver an obj ec t .  Though horsesho es painted gold or silver or wrap-
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ped with gold-colored paper or t in fo il [ now aluminum foil ] are fairly common, 
this present r ite is rare . ]  

(How do you mean you name it ? )  
Well , yo ' j is '  say , "Well , d is is So-an ' -so .  Ah want chew tuh brin '  me suc-

cess an ' pro sper ity" - j is '  give it a name . 
(You mean some man ' s  name? ) 
Anybody name . 
[ Or iginally , probably named af ter a successful or r ich per son - see FAC I ,  1st 

ed . ,  p . 54 ,  No . 1246 , etc . ;  2nd ed . ,  No . 1258 , p . 4 9 . ]  
If dey got anythin ' [poison or live things] in ' em,  yo ' git chew a p int of 

milk an ' yo ' take a silvah dime or silvah quartah an ' yo ' grate dat an ' grat e  i t  
in dat milk; an ' yo ' give dat milk t wo  or three t imes a day to dem par t ies tuh 
drink . An ' d en ag ' in yo ' take garlic an ' yo ' beat up de garlic f ine , f ine , f ine , 
an ' put dat garlic wit dat milk an ' dat silvah, an ' let ' em  drink dat two or 
thr ee days . An ' den yo ' give ' em  do ses of Epsom salts  tuh cut it [ the live thing] 
up . An ' den tuh pass it , yo ' go an ' yo ' buy yo ' some French tea .  An ' yo ' make a 
dose of t ea an ' give i t  to ' em  an ' let ' em  pass it . Dey ' ll sho ' pass it . 

[ The preced ing French tea - an aromatic herb (Miahelie lla anisata) of south
eastern Unit ed States , family Lamiaceae - had j ust  about d isappeared from hoodoo 
by 194 0 ,  this being my only example of its use . ] 

Yo ' [ a  woman] git a new tape [ clo th tape measure used in sewing ] an ' yo ' meas
ure de [man ' s ] waist an ' yo ' measure ' im down heah [ from waist to  feet] . An ' 
where yo ' measure it yo ' make a knot .  Heah in de waist , two kno t s  heah [one at 
the beginning of the measure ,  the o ther at  end of waist measurement ] .  An ' den 
down heah yo ' measure - yo ' make a kno t down dere,  an ' den at de feet . An ' den 
altogethah yo ' make o thah knot s  t ill yo ' make nine kno t s . Den yo ' take dat [ tap� 
an ' yo ' put it in a can an ' stop it up an ' keep i t  undah yore  back steps . Dat 
will keep de part ies dere . 

(First you take the measure of the waist . ·  Then you measure from the waist 
down to the feet ? )  

Yes , an ' den yo ' put a knot heah [ a t  the beginning ] an ' a kno t dere [ end of 
waist measure ]  an ' a knot at yore feet [ 3  knot s ] , an ' den in between altogethah 
yo '  make nine knot s ,  an ' yo ' put dat in a can an ' stop it up an ' keep it undah 
de back s teps . 

[ Why doesn ' t she measure the man from head to foo t ?  That would kill him ! 
See several examples in HOODOO . ]  

De dust o f  snail [ snail dust] . Yo ' go tuh certain drug sto ' s  an ' git do se 
thin ' s !  An ' yo ' sprinkle dat in a person ' s  food or in dere coffee an ' anywhere . 
An ' when dey drink dat , de head from de blood [ the blood from the head of the 
snail] will breed o thahs [ other snails] inside ' em. 

Yo ' take d e  feathahs an ' yo ' make a hole [ in the ground ] an ' yo ' burn d em  
feathahs up - de chicken feathahs . An ' yo ' take de ashes o f  de f eathahs an ' yo ' 
make a lil bag an ' put dat in dere an ' wear it aroun ' yore neck . Well ,  dat ' s  
supposed tuh give yo ' strength . 

(You burn these feathers in a hole . )  
An ' yo ' keep de ashes an ' yo ' make a l il eithah a woolen bag - if it ' s  wintah 

yo ' make a woolen bag an ' if it ' s  summah yo ' make a silk bag , an ' yo ' put dat 
ashes in d ere an ' wear it roun ' yore neck . Dat ' ll give yuh health an ' strength . 

(Any kind o f  chicken? ) 
[Asked to make cer tain it was not a black chicken or frizzly chicken . ]  
Any kind . 
If a person got a eatin ' aanaeP, yo ' take a pigeon an ' yo ' split ' im  l ive , in 

back, an ' take de bones out ' im an ' lay it right on dat plac e .  Leave i t  stay on 
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�e a day an ' a night if dey kin s tand it . An '  when yo ' take it off , yo ' � 
ct.. aoae Cooper Wel l  Watah an ' some olive o il - Cooper 's We l l  Watah an ' olive 
a11. An '  yo ' wash an ' wa sh an ' wash dat fac e [ o f  the canc er ]  an ' f in ' ly dat 
�· will drop out lak a lil piece of  fat j is ' about dat big . 

[Since I do no t ask about Cooper 's We l l  Water , my only example of  this liquid , 
I .aat have assumed that it was ano ther hoodoo-drug-store produc t ,  p erhaps one o f  
f� year s ;  or somewhere informant had lived , a local well may have had wa ter 
-.pposed to heal . Dur ing my boyhood , ar t esian wells along the upper Mississippi 
Ri� (at Quincy and Warsaw, Ill . ) were considered health-bestowing . This ro tte� 
�-..elling water would have scared away any witch, the histor ic cause of ill 
'-altb . Well water , like spr ing water and rain wa ter , is a mag ic wat er . ]  

Yo ' kin take a apple an ' yo ' cut it an ' - yo ' hull it out an ' take some of  dat 
�£ [cor e ]  out of it , an ' put some rose watah an ' put some honey an ' put some 
!!l!h [ 3  sweetening agent s ]  an ' write a par ty ' s name nine t imes , an ' put it [ in ]  
� e  an '  stop it up , an ' take it an ' set it up somewheres an ' burn a light [ can-
Ge or taper ] r ight in front o f  it . Dat ' 11 keep ' em .  . 

Yo ' dress dat [beef ] tongue . Open dat tongue an ' yo ' put people name in der e ,  
.. .  yo '  sew d a t  tongue up an ' t ie it up good , an ' yo ' hang it up in de chimley 
... let it smoke , an ' dat ' ll s top dem from talkin ' [ agains t you when you go to 
allllrt] • 

Yo ' put nine kno ts in de eelskin an ' yo ' t ie it aroun ' yore laigs  or yor e 
� .  if yo '  suf fah wit cramps , an ' wear it roun ' dere . Well , de cramps d is
appeeb an ' den yo ' take it off . 

(You j ust take the eelskin and t ie nine kno ts in it? ) 
AD '  t ie it aroun ' yo ' wherevah yo ' have cramps . 
(What about St . Rita? ) 
St . Rita? If yo ' a man go t a wife ,  she ' ll separa te chew . If yo ' use S t . Rita 

fO '  anythin ' yo ' go tta be a single per son, cuz she don ' believe in husban ' s . C uz 
� had  a husban ' in ' er days an ' he treated ' er so mean t ill she don ' believe in 
.- vu.an wit no husban ' - unless he ' s  mighty good tuh ' er .  If no t ,  she ' ll sepa
za�e ' em . She ' ll sho ' separa t e  ' em .  But if yo ' s ingl e she ' ll help yo ' .  

St . Espidee ' s  [ Exped i� e i s ]  f ine , he works fast . [ A  fast-working saint would 
� called Expedit e ! ] He ' ll run yuh an ' he ' ll br ing yuh an ' he ' ll do anythin ' . 
If yo ' promise ' im ,  yo 1 g ive it to ' im . An ' j is '  pray an ' ask ' im  tuh do what
-.11 yo '  want . He works fast . 

Yo ' pray tuh ' im . He keeps de  do ' open , ke eps de avenue cleah - always make 
a .. 7 fo ' yo ' tuh git somepin . Yo ' take ' im  an ' yo ' put ' im  ovah yore front do ' 
$£ .  Petah . 

He ' ll  [ S t .  Anthony] keep bread in yore  house if  yo ' put ' im  ovah yore do ' .  Or 
.. tuesday yo ' ll go an ' yo ' pray tuh him . An '  yo ' ask dat Infant Jesus tuh back 
•ta up wit powah an ' let ' im  he ' p  yo ' .  An '  if yo ' do , yo ' always he ' p  de  po ' ,  
,a1 always put a nickel - promise ' im a nickel or a d ime or 15 cent s for bread 
ID '  de po ' . An ' den yo ' go d ere evah week an ' give ' im  somepin an ' yo ' ll nevah 
� .  St . Anthony . 
� be ' p  tuh keep yor e  enemies down . Yo ' g o  tuh St . Michael an ' pray an ' ask 
•ta. Ask d e  Lord tuh back ' im  up wit His powah an ' let ' im - he throwed d e  devil 
� of heaven an ' yo ' know he kin keep yor e  enemies undah yor e  f eet . L e t  ' im  put 
JaEe enemies , who somevah d ey are - call dere name an ' j is '  tell ' im  whut chew 
... � ' im  tuh do an ' he ' ll do it . Promise ' im  a l ight or anythin ' an ' - when yo ' 
... ,are success where yo ' goin ' - give ' im  whut chew promise ' im .  

Be give yo ' plenty work . 
[Bere I turned o f f  machine by mistake and mus t repeat her unrecorded word s . ]  
(St . Jo seph is? ) 
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[ I  am asking her to repeat what she said about St . Jo seph . ] 
St . Jo seph is - he give yo ' all de work yo ' want . Yo ' go tuh ' im  an ' yo ' pray 

an ' ask ' im  tuh g ive yo ' he ' p  an ' he ' ll give yo ' work . Ask his son Jesus tuh 
back up his fathah wit his powah an ' let ' im  g ive yo ' work - dat chew want work .  
An ' yo ' give ' im  a promise [ promise an offer ing ] . 

St . Raymond is fo ' money . Pray tuh ' im  on Thursday . Yo ' go tuh ' im  on Thurs
day an ' yo ' br ing ' im a green leaf an ' put it up dere an ' ask ' im - tell ' im  da t 
chew need money , yo ' need f inance very bad , yo ' want ' im  tuh give yo ' money . An ' 
yo ' g ive ' im  a light , or bring ' im a green palm an ' put up dere to ' im . 

SHE OBSERVES THE ASTRO ' MICAL SIGNS 

FUST FIND DE SIGNS� ASTRO 'MICAL [ASTRONOMICAL ] SIGNS 
YO ' KNOW WE HA VE TWELVE SIGNS • • •  

DOSE SIGNS HA VE SEVEN DAYS IN DE MONTH • • • 
YO ' KETCH DIS SIGN WHILST IT IN DIS MAN 'S BRAIN 

IF YO ' WANTS TUH CHANGE HIS MIND FO ' ANY PURPOSE 
IF DE SIGN IS ON HAN ' TODAY 

IT WON 'T BE BACK ON HIS BRAINS UNTIL NEXT WEEK 
IF YO ' MISSIN ' 'IM TODAY� WELL YO ' CAIN' T DO NO BUSINESS 

NOT UNTIL DAT SIGN COME BACK NEX ' WEEK 

BUT CHEW HA VE TUH HA VE DA T SIGN • • •  DE HAID SIGN 
PUT IT DERE ON DE DAY 

AN ' IT MUST BE AT A CERTAIN HOUR 
IT MUST BE FROM SIX TO NINE IN DE MA WNIN ' 

FROM SIX TO NINE AT SUNDOWN 
AN ' FROM TWELVE TO ONE AT MIDNIGHT 

IF YO ' WANTED TUH WORK A MAN IT 'S VERY SERIOUS 
YO ' SHOULD KETCH DE SIGNS OF 'IS. MIN ' DE RIGHT DAY AN ' 
TAKE DE DEAD HOUR OF DE NIGHT WHEN DOGS A IN 'T WALKIN ' 

AN ' GO TUH DE CROSSROADS AN ' 
IF YO ' SHOULD HAPPEN TO HEAR A DOG BARK� WHEN YO ' LEAVE YORE HOME 

BEFO ' YO ' GIT HEAH AT DE CROSSROADS 
TURN ROUN ' AN ' GO TRA VEL BACK HOME AN ' START AG 'IN 

DE THREE DAYS WHEN DE MOON LAYS IN DE BED 
'FORE HE COME OUT FULL 

FAYETTEVILLE , NORTH CAROL INA 

[This woman ' s  de moon Zays in de bed from the preceding title quo tat ion is one 
among o ther quaint figures of her speech : before sun hours (= before dawn) , aut 
his speed off; as tight as diak 's  hatband, etc . Among her many excellent rites 
are : an ar t icle of conj ura t ion swinging in a tree , a swinging rite always rar e ;  
how an evil doer pro tec t s  himself when he handles a person ' s  excrement upon which 
a curse or harmful pro tec t ive device may have been laid ; two broomstraws worn 
cro ssed on the wr ist as a de terrent against evil ; milk from a black cow to  catch 
a witch ;  the terr ible fate of  the red toad dat stays in yore bramb lebrier bed, 
one of  the frequent rites showing the inna te brutality and indifference to suf-
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feriug found in much hoodoo ; and f inally the unusual divination to discover who 
�tted the murder . Here the slimey water used happens to be unique , because 
--aic water or  water of power has always been running water in stream , well , 
_,r1Dg1 faucet , or else rainwater or  blessed water . Informant 1445 was recorded 
aa cylinders Cl033-c1042 = 2614- 2623 . ] 

If yo '  wanta use a man ' s  pho tograph, well as ah kin undahstan ' ,  yo ' take d is 
�tograph .  Fust f ind de s igns , astro 'mical [astronomical ] signs . Yo ' know we 
�e twelve signs an ' as do se signs have seven days in de month - yo ' s  a man, 
.ee. Yo ' ketch dis sign whilst it in dis man ' s  brain , if yo ' wants tuh change 
� �d fo ' any purpo se . If de s ign is on han '  today , it won ' t b e  back on his 
�ains unt il nex ' week . If yo ' miss in '  ' im  today , well yo ' cain ' t do no bus i
...a - no t unt il dat s ign come back nex ' week , t ill de nex ' one come . 

[Informant speaks of  the s ign being in the bPain . This is called the head 
�ies) in FAC I , 1st  ed . , 2100- 2101 , p . 97 = 2nd ed . ,  2362 , p . 95 ;  and top of the 
�. 2nd ed . ,  2401 , p . 9 6 .  Signs of the Zodiac wer e rar e in hoodoo and witch
craft ; the up signs and down signs of the human body in general folklore (see 
�� . 1st ed . , Index) b eing unknown . ]  

Yo ' sign his name on dis pho tograph , den yo ' make three cro ss  marks , In Name 
af de Fathah, Name of de Son, an ' [Name ] of de Ho Zy Ghost . 

(You make those cro ss marks r ight on the pho tograph? ) 
Yessuh . 
Den yo ' takes dis photograph an ' yo ' may punch j es '  a small ho le in it , or 

�h hang it up by any kind of  twine . 
(Just punch a ho le any plac e in the pho to ? )  
Dat ' s r ight . 
Tie a little cord on it an ' yo ' may hang it up in some diffren - some disrupt

.. 1e [ secluded ] place where nobody will no t bo thah it , wher e de wind kin git tuh 
� an' hit ' ll graj ' ly affec t  [ b e  affected ] as hit be blowin ' by de wind . Dat ' s  
Wdi de pho tograph.  

(So it will change his mind ? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . 
�11 now , how would you s elec t this s ign? I t  depends upon the day that  you 

� go ing to work this?  And the man and everything ? )  
[ She do es no t under stand my questions . I t  is diffus e ,  as often ,  in an attempt 

.. � to ask a leading question . ]  
�ell now , suppo s e  you wer e go ing to work that on me , then what day would you 

�se and what s ign would you choose? ) 
�11 , yo ' couldn ' t take no day tuh work it on no man except  de  sign was on dat 

--
[Choosing the s ign canno t be suppo sed ! ]  
(The day you work it , you have to get the s ign for that  day? You have to have 

tte astrological s ign for that  day and you draw that  sign on the pho tograph? ) 
Dllt ' s  r ight . 
[ Since she says no thing to suggest my "you draw that s ign on the pho tograph, " 

I .. at have stopped the machine momentar ily to readj ust my or our thinking . I 
-.1.J. never have suggested drawing " that sign on the pho tograph" had she no t men
CiPned it . This was the f ir s t  and o nly t ime I heard of  this sign rite . ]  

Yo ' could make ' em  s ick,  or yo ' could cause ' em  tuh lo se friendship . 
Oiav would you do that with the photograph? ) 
iell , j es '  take de pho tograph an ' find out de  same sign becuz [ I  stop machine 

tD try for better communication . ] 
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(To make this f ellow fall out with some par t icular person . Now, what you do , 
you say you have to get the sign while it  is  in this f ellow ' s heart ? )  

Oat ' s  right . 
Af tah gittin '  de sign right tub his heart ,  yo ' go ' head [ ahead ] an ' yo ' write 

de o thah f ellah name , see , on dat [ pho tograph] . Den write his name on dat photo
graph, see . Den draw in between hit three cro ss marks between de two names .  Dat 
will br ing de  aPoss between ' em - dissat isfact io n .  Put three cro ss marks between 
do se names . 

[My informant by drawing three crosses between the two names aPosses up the 
two persons . Three cro sses instead of two (doub le aPoss) are used for Tr ini
tarian power . ] 

Den yo ' take it an ' care it intuh a c emetery an ' pull up de footbo ' d  an ' write 
one man ' s  name on i t  an ' turn it roun ' an ' stick it back down [ demons trates ] .  

(Put it back in the same hole but turn it around backwards? ) 
Oat ' s  right . 
Pull up de  haidbo ' d  an ' write de  o thah name on it an ' turn it roun ' an ' stick 

it down . Go on back [home ] an ' don ' t look back . 
(Where do you put tha t  pho tograph? ) 

Right in de  hole at de haid . Makes dissatisfact io n .  
Take a dir t  dauber nes t  an ' very l i l  sulphah , •  red peppah, an ' powdah up dat 

dirt dauber nest . Mix all dose thin ' s  togethah , mix it up an ' write dese two 
per son names upside down . Wr ite one name disaway on dat papah an ' turn de papah 
roun ' an ' · put tub de foo t see , de o thah name , an ' put de three cro ss marks in dere 
between ' em . Den yo ' should divide dat powdahs . Find a wicked grave where yo ' 
know de man died wicked an ' go an ' bear [bury ]  dat dere . Save one po ' tion of  it 
an ' if yo ' kin git tub dey home , have it  scat tahed roun ' dere home . Dat split 
' em  off from dat home . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dissatisfac tion an ' quarrelin ' .  
(You put a portion of  tha t  mixture in th is paper that you bury and the o ther 

portion you spr inkle around their house . )  
Yo ' kin take dey hair an ' mix it up wit peppah an ' bluestone , sulphah, grave

yard dirt , an ' drive i t  up in a tree an ' run ' em  crazy . Bo ' yo ' a sugah hole  in 
a tree . [A sugaP hole is a small hole bored into a maple tree for its sap to 
make maple syrup or maple sugar . ]  But chew have tub have dat sign, don ' t chew 
see , d e  haid sign . Put it dere on de day an ' it must  be at a cer tain hour . It 
must  be from six tub nlne in de mawnin ' ,  from six to nine at sundown, an ' from 
twelve tub one at midnight . 

(You must  do this on a day when the sign is in the head ? )  
Oat ' s  right . 
If it ' s  a man want s tub use a woman ' s  hair , put a lil table salt on it . Tear 

a piec e  outa his own sock,  let it be a d irty sock dat he leave sweatin '  in it . 
Take yo ' a lil cord string an ' wrap de hair up in dat piece of sock,  an ' take yo ' 
a cord str ing an ' cord it  j es '  as tight as yo ' kin cord it . Put it in any secret 
place where it  won ' be bo thahed , where yo ' walks ovah it all de  time yo ' self . 
Yo ' git her yore way . If no t so , take a piece out de sole of yore shoe,  loo sen 
it up an ' fasten it ovah dere j es '  as tight as yo ' kin git it , an ' wear it undah 
der e  t ill yo ' wear out dat shoe an ' it become tub be fraz zled . Den take it out 
an ' put it in ano thah an ' yo ' br ing dem yore way .  

Well , if yo ' want ed tub WOPk a man, it ' s  very serious . Yo ' should ketch de  
sians of 1is min ' de r ight day an ' take de dead hour of de night , when dogs ain ' t 
walkin 1 , an ' go tub de cro ssroad s . An ' if yo ' should happen to heah a dog bark 
when yo ' leave yore home , befo 1 yo ' git heah at de  crossroads , turn roun 1 an 1 go 
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�el back home an ' star t ag ' in ,  an ' yo ' g i t  der e  dat t ime b efo ' yo ' heah a dog 
'-rk. [Signs of his mind = head sign or sign of the head . ]  

Yo ' writes dat man ' s name r ight in de cro ssroads wit a brand-new hor sesho e  
�- Yo ' takes dat nail back home an ' dr ive it up intuh a place wher e de  sun 
...ah shine on it . Yo ' have tuh sign his name right onto a piece of wood or 
papab an ' throw it away . Den yo ' go es an ' der e ' s  a chap ter in de Bible , an ' yo ' 
�b' bly quot e  dat chapter f o ' thr ee days : once  dis mawnin ' ,  once de  nex ' mawnin' , 
-· once de  nex ' mawnin ' . Dat ' s  bringin ' . him yore way ,  an ' aroossin ' him up -
.. kin ' ' im  fa l l  out wit somebody at de  cro ssroads , an ' makin ' ' im git in hard 
!Dek .  Dat ' s  at d e  cro ssroad s . 

(Is ther e any part icular chap t er you use in the B ible? ) 
Yeasuh, i t  has tuh b e  a special chaptah fo ' de business . Well , dat chap tah 

waald be in So lomon' s [ she means David ' s ] . Whut yo ' should use if he wuz a enemy 
� yo ' an ' yo ' wuz tryin ' tuh conkah ' im ,  dat he wouldn ' t  be a enemy� yo ' would 
wwe de 35th Psalms , "Relec t [ r ecollec t ]  tuh plead mah cause , 0 Lord , [ no t ]  tuh 
..._on de f ight against me . "  

[The f ir s t  ver se of  Psalm 3 5  reads : "Plead my cause , 0 Lord , with them that 
.t::d.ve with me : f ight against them that f ight me . "  King James Ver sion . ]  

D' HE WUZ YO ' WUST ENEMY AN ' YO ' DIDN ' T  WANT TUH BRING ' IM IN FRIENDSHIP WIT 
c.ll, YO ' JES ' WANT ' IM TUH GO ON. ' I S WAY AN ' LET LUCK STRIKE ' IM AS IT PLEASE 
� STR.IKE ' IM ,  YO ' READ DE 3 6TH PSALM . Der e  [ you have]  two tuh read , de 35th 
-· 36th . 

Yo ' takes up dey track,  if yo ' wants  tuh roun ' im ,  picks it up from de heel 
'!!!' out tuh de to e ,  j es ' a small scant bit o f  it , an ' put i t  intuh a bo ttle or 
� or dry gourd . Yo ' take dat track an ' mix it wit sulphah , peppah , hot foot 
f!!?ahs an ' some d ir t  from some wretched man ' s grave . But chew must go at tach 
� dirt in d e  r ight hour s an ' den ask permission tuh use it from de dead - it ' s  
� crave . D en yo ' must pay de  grave fo ' dis dir t  wit thr ee pennies , af tah yo ' 
� down an ' git dis dirt . Yo ' have tuh ask p ermission . An ' pull do se f ingahs 
.. aata de grave an ' de ho le dat chew go t de  d ir t  outa , drop de thr ee pennies in 

I e. n rn  Name of de Father , d e  Son an ' de Holy Ghost , ah do hope tuh God yo ' 
will. do mah way . " Den covah it up an ' walk away an ' don '  look back . Put it wit 
� track heah . Mix dat an 1 put it intuh what somevah yo 1 wanta put it in , lak if 
� waz da t  matchbox [ she r efer s  to my matchbox on the table between us] . Go tuh 
- numin ' str eam an ' turn yore back an ' throw it , " In de Name o f  de Father , de  
S.. au.' de Ho ly Ghos t , ah hope tuh God yo ' go ' way . "  Throw it ovah yore left 

' ld&h de same [way ] an ' go on . 
1D 1  could take sulphah an ' a little bluestone an ' a little r ed peppah , an ' 

� up  de bo t tom so le [ insole]  of  yor e sho e ,  an ' yo ' put chew a half teaspoonful 
' h  dis p iece an ' half one undah de  o thah one ,  an ' yo ' kin walk ovah anythin ' 

.... dere . It do n '  make any diffrens . 
a.ll, yo ' kin take dat same powdahs , if yo ' know dey ' s  go in ' be round yore 

7 r ,  j es 1  take it an ' sow it roun '  yor e  house lak a man sowin ' grain , an ' if 
.... aaybody put down anythin ' fo ' yo ' ,  why dey wo n ' t do yo ' no harm . 

wall, yo ' take a p iec e of  de  f ingahnail an ' scrape it an ' give it tuh d em in 
wldEe bread or anythin ' tuh eat lak dat - j es '  de scrapin ' o f  yor e  f ingahnail • 
..._ persons dat eat de  scrapin ' o f  yor e f ingahnail s ,  der e ' s  no way by which dey 
Ella � away from yo ' • 

(last scrap the f ingernails off? ) 
.. � · a right , an ' also d e  d ir t  from undah yore  nails . Mix ' em  all togethah an ' 

... feed anyone wit dat , why den he ' ll be in undah yor e  rulin ' j es '  a s  long as 
�· --.£ 1 1m  tuh be • 

.. toeDails , now, if yo ' wanta git some o thah man toenail , why yo ' kin go an ' 
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do j es '  as much wit dem as yo ' would do wit his track.  Yo ' would git ' is to e
nails . In othah words if yo ' feed ' im  on de scrapin ' of yore toenail s ,  why he ' ll 
j es '  be yore slave . 

Yes , yo ' kin take de  chamber lye at a c ertain t ime of mont ' ,  which would be de 
thPee days when de moon Zays in de bed ' fore  he come out full . Yo ' kin git dat 
chamber lye - look fo ' de ' stromical signs - de sign down in heah . 

(Down in the privates ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
[ The Zodiac sign called by informant de sign down in hePe is known in FAC I 

(1st  ed . )  as , pPivate paPts , No s . 209 6 ,  2117 , 218 9 (pp . 9 7 ,  98 , 101 ) ; seaPet paPts , 
No . 18 23 ( p . 8 2 ) , and sex oPgan , No . 2 655 (p . 1 2 9 ) . ]  

An ' yo ' put dat intuh a bo ttle an ' dr ive yo ' stoppah intuh it j es '  as tight as 
diak 's  hatband. Well , yo ' did dat , den yo ' take de bo ttle an ' bury it , no place 
paht ic ' lah , but any secret place even if it wuz undah de drippin ' s [ eaves ] of de 
house roun ' dere,  right where de watah drip off de house when it ' s  rainin ' . An ' 
he wouldn ' t  nevah be able to give watah [ to ur inate ] .  

Take chamber lye , laudanum , par egoric [ 3  ingredient s ] , mix it togethah an ' fry 
it wit grease .  [ These two t inctures o f  opium appear only 2 o r  3 t imes in HOODOO. ] 

If someone have a spell on ' em  da t someone put on ' em , j es '  take it an ' where 
it be in de  haid all de while ,  take it an ' bath ' em  up wit it [ demonstrates ] .  

(You keep go ing up all the t ime with it ? )  
Yessuh , unt il it gone out . 
(Until you are on top of the head ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight - on out . 
[ To send a dis ease or spell out through the head instead o f  the feet (as in 

No . 98 0 ,  p . 3 7 6) is rar e indeed . This may be my only example o f  the rite . ] 
Well , yo ' kin take some chamber lye an ' yo ' kin put in it a l il sulphah , de  

salt br ine from dese kegs yo ' know where dey have de f ish - dat  br ine . Put it 
into some chamber lye an ' s t ir up unt il yo ' know it go t de br ine through it . An' 
yo ' kin take dat an ' j es '  sprinkle it all roun ' yore house,  an ' if dere ' s  any
thin ' der e ,  all r ight , it mat tahs no t how deep it ' s  bur ied , it ' s  daid . An ' if 
dere ' s  nuthin dere an ' if someone come tuh put down somepin ,  it ' s  two chances tuh 
one dat he can ' t  git fur as de s treet tuh put it down roun ' de house . An ' if dey 
don ' t put it down at dis t ime ,  it won ' t  do no good . 

[ The r ite that follows is an unusual one , as I will show by comment in the 
end ing bracket . ] 

Dey say if yo ' kin ketch dat last end , de  last end of de bowel - ketch da t . 
Jes ' come an ' cro ss ovah it a s ilvah d ime an ' mix it wit dat . An ' bo ' yo ' a 
hole in a green tree tuh de sunr ise s ide but measure from de ground up whut-in
ches , who evah dey is , befo ' yo ' want it tuh take effec t  on ' im .  Bo ' yo ' a hole 
anr-put it in dere,  wrop it up in somepin , an ' make yo ' a peg lak a bung in a 
barrel , an ' dr ive it in j es '  as t ight tuh it . Fust ,  let it stan ' fo ' ' bout three 
days ,  but fo 1 nine days go dere evah mawnin ' between s ix an ' nine an ' hit it one 
lick fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' whatsoevah go in ' happen tuh him on dat count , dat 
ninth mawnin ' it ' ll take ' f eet . 

(What will that do to him? ) 
Well , it b e  j es '  de same as a locked bowels - yo ' know, he won ' t  have a pas

sage . 
[ The preceding excrement rite,  having many var iant s ,  I heard several hundred 

t imes ; but the present one is a unique piece of magic , my only example of  it . So 
that the general reader may understand the thought invo lved , let me quo t e  a dif 
f erent informant about a similar action of  the human body : DePe ' s  anothah supeP
stition among men da t  if yo ' uPinate an ' don ' t  spit in it • • • ah Zeamed dat fPom 
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elrildhood an ' ah wil l  do i t .  But somebody kin do somepin tuh offset [ [ harm ] ] 
eiaw� yo ' understan '�  if yo '  don ' t  do dat . (From HOODOO , p . 4 01 ,  No . l057 ; speaker 
torn in Fa irf ield Co . ,  S .  Car . No s . lOSB-1059 show how non-spitters can be off
..t. ) To return to our excr ement r ite , the evil-doer must guard aga ins t a po s
.tble �curse or o ther pro tective device plac ed upon that par t of the human body 
left behind . He holding a silver d ime makes the sign o f  the cross over the ex
cra.ent , and then taking a stick spreads a little of the stuff on the dime . The 
latter he wraps into a small paper package for the tree hole soon to be bored . 
Gar evil-doer has def ended himself in 3 ways : (1 ) silver , ( 2 )  cross , both silver 
-.d cross being witchcraft and evil spirit deterent s ,  and ( 3 )  payment of the 
.. frit performing the work.  The words measure from de ground up what inahes may 
� trouble .  If you bore the hole at ground level into an expo sed roo t ,  the 
.,ell will begin to work upon the victim after the 9th lick or the 9 th day . The 
.cale of delay is then determined by the number of inches up the tree trunk, each 
t.ch equals 1 day or 1 hour . ]  

De ole shoes , yo ' don ' t  have tuh use de whole sho e ,  j es '  pull dat inside so le 
a.ta dere . Yo ' do ' s  j es '  as much wit it as dey do wit a man ' s  trac ks . 

Or yo ' kin take dat bow outa dat hat or dat band dat ha s been sweated on , an ' 
4D jes ' as much wit dat or mo ' den dey could even wit de inside sole outa de sho� 
t.Euz it would interrupt his haid , dat band or dat bow . Prackly [ pract ically] 
� ' im  crazy wit it . 

take dat bow an ' get de sign of de time dat yo ' f ind of  de haid. Take dat bow 
... prob ' ly mix j es '  a l il sulphur on it into yo ' l il cloth, a lil piece of  de 
'-ad of his hat ,  an ' cord it j es '  as tight as yo ' kin cord it , an ' den yo ' go at 
� right time , de right hour , evah ' tween six an ' nine at night or in de mawnin ' .  
�· should climb a tree an ' yo ' should tie dat l il package tuh a limb dat ' s  � 
!.r up as yo ' could go up , where hit would blow an ' it be outa o f  sight unseen . 
�· s where nobody would have tuh pass it ' cuz it ' s  way up a tree . Fo ' three days, 
1£ yo ' could go tuh de tree yo ' would r ead dis 36th Psalm of Solomon [David ] an ' 
lDok tuh dat direc t ion tuh where yo ' have it fi�ed at , an ' make yor e wishes , say , 
� do  hope in de Name of de Father , in de Name of de Son , an ' [ in de Name ] of de 
.U.y Ghost , dat ah will accomplish mah wish . " But chew must do dat , an ' look at 
1£ an '  speak dose works befo ' de sunrise , fo ' three mawnin ' s  [ d emonstrates ] .  

(Aim DO YOU MAKE THOSE S IGNS OF THE CROSS THAT YOU MADE THERE ON THE TABLE ? 
ID JDU make tho se signs too ? )  

Yes . 
�re do you make those? ) 

Kake ' em  wheresoevah yo ' hang it at . An ' make a cross when yo ' t ie it tuh a 
Jt.b lak dat - yo' MAKE DAT CROSS ON DIS LIMB . 

(And when it is on that l imb on that str ing , why it swings back and forth? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Dat upset s  ' is mind . 
Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' wrap it up wit j es '  a lil table salt in it 

-· call ' er name , what somevah she may be name . She may be name Sarah .""""""Drop a 
1il sal t ,  "Name of de Father , Sarah ; in de Name of  de Son , Sarah ; an ' Name of de 
-.J,y Ghost [ Sarah] , ah do hope tuh God dat ah kin care out mah wishes wit chew . " 
a.• yo ' put it intuh a cup or bottle an ' bury it undah yore do ' step or any plac e 
�e yo ' ll be able tuh walk ovah it , if yo ' want s tuh bring 1 er yore way .  Oat ' s  
� .ake her stay at home , if she ' s  one dat love tuh b e  goin ' an ' always on de go. 
1D' fasten dat undah de do ' step or undah de sill of de house r ight undah yore 
fEaBt do ' an ' she ' ll stay home . 

8ell, yo ' ll buy yo ' a bran ' -new tin plate dat yo ' cook dese pies in [a pie 
... ] an ' yo ' turn tuh d e  1 23rd Psalms an ' wr ite her name . If she is named Jane , 
�e her name at  de top of it . Den yo ' write from dat Bible dese 123 Psalms an ' 
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about evah third verse j es '  state,  "June 25th yo ' must be home , " an ' writ e ,  an ' 
yo ' wr ite about three mo ' verses , an ' say, "Dis day , June 25th,  yo ' must be home." 
An ' de last , clo s in '  now,  yo ' say , "Dis day, Jane , June 25th,  yo ' must be home . "  
Den fold it an ' sign it , "De Father , Son an ' Holy Gho st . "  [ She d emonstrates . ]  

[ I  describe her act ions . ]  
(You make three cro sses . )  
Oat ' s  right . [ She end s her incantation : ]  "Ah do hope tuh God dat ah will ga in 

mah wishes . "  
[ Tho se preced ing word s sign it mean that each t ime she ment ions a member o f  

the Trinity , she makes a cro ss on the ver ses she has written from t h e  Psalm . ] 
(Do you fold [ b end ]  that t in plat e ? )  
No , fold d i s  papah u p  - have tuh write i t  down on papah . Den yo ' takes dis 

new t in plate an ' goes tuh some trunk or dressah an ' goes right down tuh de bot
tom o f  it , turn evahthin ' off an ' go right down tuh de bot tom of it , lay down dat 
papah an ' turn dat t in plate down on it . An ' evahthin ' dat wuz in de drawah dere, 
kivah [ cover ] it up . An ' if she don ' t  be home by de date - yo ' must date it whut 
day yo ' want ' em tuh be home . 

(That will br ing them back? ) 
Yes suh . 
Ah have heard of ' em  diggin ' some l il hole an ' have a tmage in it , as a grave . 

An ' dey would make dat outa clay or charcoal , de image of a per son , an ' at a cer
tain hour . An ' if dey want ed tuh make yo ' be in hard luck - dey wanta put hard 
luck on yo ' - dey take dat image which dey made outa charcoal an ' carry it tuh 
dat hole at a cer tain hour , which should be between six an ' nine , or less [ else]  
' tween twelve an ' one at de d ead hour at night , an ' dey would lay ' em  in dat hole . 
Af tah layin ' it in de hole, yo ' take de p ' int [ po int ] of a knife or a pin an ' yo ' 
cro s s  it [ image ]  three times , " In de Name of de Father , of d e  Son an ' o f  de Holy 
Gho s t , "  an ' de way up heah [ d emonstrates ] .  

(From the priva tes up to the chin . ) 
Yessuh . Den yo ' take de bran ' -new pins an ' j es '  stick it [ them] through it 

[ image ] enough so it will ho ld - j es '  s t ick it right through dat man , three new 
pins , dat way [ d e�ons trates ] .  

(Cro ssing them . ) 
Oat ' s  r ight , in de charcoal [man] dere . Den yo ' take yo ' some graveyard d irt 

[ and say ] , "From ashes to ashes an ' dust to dust , lookin ' fo ' gen ' ral resurrec
t ion,  or el se change . "  Go on off , walk away an ' don ' look back . Den dat man o r  
d a t  woman d a t  chew bur ied d ere , de const itut ion d a t  dey ha s don ' t have anythin ' 
tuh say . Don ' evah be bothahed no mo ' .  But still if yo ' git it tuh bring dem 
yore way ,  dey will be all right wit yo ' .  But [ you will have them under your 
feet ] . 

(You will have them under your feet . )  
Yessuh . 
[ The original transcrip t ion o f  the cylinders at tached to the f inal MS will 

show that my last parenthesis , (You wiZ Z  have them undeP yoUP feet . ) ,  is neither 
an idle remark of mine nor something made up by me , but that I stopped the ma
chine too soon for her f inal word s and had to repeat them . That is why I could 
add the bracket of miss ing word s to her f inal But . ] 

Well , if she wanted tuh slip out an ' make him sleep o n .  Even i f  h e  no t asleep, 
see , she j es '  goin ' an ' j es '  don ' ' peah tuh min ' - she j es '  goin ' . If he sleep 
it ' s  all right ; an ' if he wakes , it ' s  j es '  de same if he wuz sleepin ' cuz he don ' 
pay no ' tenshun [attention] atall . She take prob ' ly some o f  his hair an ' she 
would care it to a c emetery wit about a han ' fulla salt . An ' she would take dat 
hair an 1 cord i t  roun ' de foot of de f oo tbo ' d ,  no t�headbo ' d  - cord i t  roun ' de 
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foo�bo ' d ,  j es '  as t ight as she could git  it . An ' she would take it  [ foo tboard ] 
-· stick it  back down in de same ho le,  an ' hit  it three licks an ' says,  "Ah do 
-..e �o God dat yo ' will stay dere unt il ah call yo ' . " Walk on away . De dead 
..u is silent , see . She put ' im  [ her man] in de company of de dead man so fo ' 
• t.  �uh be s ilent , regardless tuh whut she do . 

( She will do as she pleases . )  
If a man wants tuh fasten a woman an ' she can ' t git ' way from ' im  an ' she j es ' 

� con�ented his way , no othah man take uh . He takes j es '  a bran ' -new needle dat 
a sown o f  some deceas ' person has been bur ied [ sewed ] wit . He would take dat 
Beedle an ' he would draw hit through de bin ' in ' of ' er hat an ' make a stitch , tie 
tL an' cut it  off . Turn it ovah an ' do de othah side an ' don ' t kno t dat side 
[don ' �  t ie it - see explanation later ] . Yo ' push de needle through de side of de 
.. � [ demons trates ] an ' br ing it out de hat heah , an ' cut de thread off an ' stick 
1L �hrough de o thah s ide heah , out dat way . An ' in do in ' dat she winnin ' ' im . 
Sbe ' ll be fas t en tuh ' im . Or if no t so , draw it [ needle] toward s yo ' . Dis d e  
ead ,  d e  needle which a dead person sewed i n  ' is [ shroud ] [ the needle  used in sew
!Qs �he dead man ' s  shroud ] - a bran ' -new needle . Den yo ' takes dat needle an ' 
ya •  bury hit in one o f  ' er own tracks , an ' dere she ' ll be . 

(You ' ll have the woman tied to you ? )  
Yessuh . 
(In put t ing that [ needle ] through her hat ,  one side of the hat you t ie it , and 

� you put it  through the o ther s id e  of the hat and pull it out but don ' t  t ie 
�. Then you bury this needle in her track? ) 

Da� ' s  r ight . 
[The preced ing account describes two shroud-needle ri tes , the complicated one 

I jus� explained in my comment made during the interview, and the simple one of 
� .an sewing his woman ' s hat ,  drawing the needle toward s him - probably one 
8tl�ch and kno t only . ] 

Jes ' lak if a man were go in '  somewhere fo ' any purpo se an ' yo ' d id no t want 
hia �uh be successful where he goin ' tuh . If yo ' take a dead man bone an ' pow
.ab i� up an ' sow it anywhere where he have tuh pas s ovah it , dere no way in de 
wurl ' dat he kin [be suaaessfuZ ] .  He be d isappo inted in any aim he undahtake . 

If any man d id a crime lak dat , if yo ' d idn ' t  know zakly who done it , yo ' have 
.a.e wretches in yore mind - yo ' go t a idea dat man whut done it . Ah mean yo ' 
.,� a idea dat man might a-done it . Take all do se names down o n  a papah , if yo ' 
ID� a idea who done it - yo ' take ' em  down . Yo ' go tuh de branch where de watah 
.carcely runs , j es '  nuthin but j es '  ole muddy slime , an ' yo ' d ips  up a panful of 
.. � ole slimey , green slimey watah . If yo ' got fo ' s tr ips  of papah wit foah 
...es on it , throw ' em  all in dat watah in dat pan .  Den yo ' throw ' em  all in dat 
.. �h in dat pan , de slime will covah ' em , it will sink de [ every ] last one of 
• aa  ' cept d e  man dat were guil ty , if he ' s  one do se names dat chew go t wr it ten . 

(Tha t means the fellow who was guilty, his paper won ' t  sink? ) 
Da� ' s  right . 
Den d is papah dat f loat s tuh de top ,  yo ' takes dat out an ' go tuh a wagon 

�. An ' take d is papah wit d is man name on it , wit a splintah , any kinda 
�e of splintah , an ' s t ick it down r ight intuh de hub of dat wagon wheel . Set 
.. � wagon wheel back on de axle an ' den yo ' turn it farward three times [ a  peti
t1Dn �o the THREE HOLY NAMES for help ] , an ' den turn it all de t ime backward s ,  
•.&h do hope tuh God who so evah d id d is crime will return an ' show his self . " Bring 
� backwards . 

(You take this paper , and you don ' t  put it on the axle? And put the hub on? ) 
Ro suh , yo ' puts de - see , lak dat ' s  de hub [demons trates ] .  Yo ' got a box in 

�. haven ' t  yo ' ?  Well , yo ' push it down ' tween de box in de hub , an ' when de 
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wheel turn it ' s  no t goin ' tear de papah ' tall , but de hub will j es '  turn wit de 
papah in dere . 

(Do you put that down in ther e next to one of  those spokes [ where it j oins the 
hub ] or do you put it ins ide the hub ? )  

Inside . 
[ It had been year s sinc e I had taken wheels off buggies , surrys and spring 

wagons to gr ease axles ! ]  
(So that paper actually touches the axle when it is turning around . )  
Dat ' s  right . 
[The point o f  the r i te is no t touahes the axl e  but tuPning aPOund backwards  

after a turning forwards three times . Informant ha s j o ined three separate magic 
ideas ; hy�omantia , theomantia (3 times forward ) ,  and PeVePsing. ] 

Git cow manur e wit turpent ine an ' ano int chur e feet wit it , an ' dere ' s  no 
bloodhoun ' able tuh trail yo ' .  

Yo ' kin take a j uniper tree an ' do somepin tuh hit an ' kill a man . 
[ She will return to this rite after the following hickory-tree rite . ] 
Take a hick ' ry tree an ' do somepin tuh hit an ' br ing a man in all hard luck an ' 

dere some dan ' drus [dangerous ] disas tah happen tuh ' im .  
I f  yo ' wanted tuh do somep in tuh a man , if  yo ' would like tuh see somepin bad 

happen tuh 1 im ,  but yo ' don ' t wanta do it yo ' self . Yo ' go tuh a hick ' ry tree an ' 
bend i t  ovah an ' call dis tr ee by de name of dis man . An ' if yo ' wanted a dog 
tuh bit ' im ,  or a cow tuh hook ' im ,  or a mule tuh kick ' im ,  yo ' git eithah one 
o f  do se d ead bones from dat beast . An ' when yo ' bend dis tree down , have yo ' a 
rock heavy enough when yo ' lay it on de top of de [ top ] branch of  dis [ small ]  
tree . When yo ' bend it down , lay dat rock on dere an ' dat will ho ld i t  off  
[down] . An ' dat  bend s [a small hickory tree will bend ] . Aftah yo ' bend dat , den 
yo ' would take dat bone o f  dis dead beast an ' put it undah dat rock , on de tr ee
top to hold it down . Take some graveyard dirt an ' red cayenne peppah an ' sulphur 
[ 3  ingredients ] an ' spr inkle it on de tr eetop dere on dat rock an ' says , "Ah do 
hope tuh God evaht ' in '  bad will happen tuh yuh , but nuthin good , In Name of  de 
Father , de Son an ' Holy Ghos t . "  Den walk away an ' don ' t look back . Some bad 
disas tah will happen tuh ' im .  

Well , yo ' take a juniper tree if yo ' wanted somepin bad tuh happen tuh ' em , 
tuh a man or a woman , bend it down in de same shape .  But yo ' must use dese word� 
" In d e  Name of  d e  Father , Son an ' de Holy Ghost , I bend heah" , call de tree de 
man ' s  name , "dat chew may nevah rise no mo ' but from heah on , ashes to ashes an ' 
dust to dust , an ' look fo ' de gen ' ral rez ' rection [r esurrec tion] . "  An ' walk away. 
Den he ' ll git killed . 

Take Zightnin ' spZintahs from a tr ee [ s truck by lightning ] an ' make a Zuaky 
han ' [ for gambling ] outa dem .  Git some kin ' of  a herb an ' git yo ' a piece of  
;bite homespun .  Let dose splintahs - put three in d e  package wi t dat piece o f  
herb . 

(What kind of  herb do you put in there? ) 
Dat a herb de root o f  - git de leave [ leaf ] of  a herb dat chew call de Mastah 

Root of de Woods [ see 2097 , p . 609 ] . Yo ' put it in dat lil package wit do se three 
l ightnin ' - struck splintahs . Turn dose splintahs one point dat way an ' one dat 
way [demons trates ] . 

(Make an "X" • ) 
Dat ' s  ri,ht . An ' now all de whil st he ' s  in de game an ' he wants tuh be lucky , 

evah now an den ,  any t ime when he j es '  step outa de game , an ' go pee on ' i s han ' 
an ' rub dat tPiak [ see comment later ] in his han ' , an ' den go back in de game . 
Well , he kin take prob ' ly j es '  one lightnin ' -struck splintah , an ' if he ain ' t 
lucky playin1 cards on de groun ' , he kin stick it [ one splinter - she will tell 
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�e later ] . Or if it ' s  in de house , it ' s  a crap game , he kin stick [ splinter ] 
�e nobody won ' t  see it . Stick it in a crack an ' stop de game fo ' evah man 
'cept ' im . An ' if dey on d e  groun ' , he kin st ick it down a lil in de groun ' if 
JU1 aanta , an ' a s  long as it dere , he j es '  de luckiest man in de game . 

(This is two ways of  having luck in gambling? ) 
Yessuh . 
[Informant in preceding rite calls her lucky hand or gamb ling hand a tPiak ; an 

--n••• l though legitimate use of the term . Any unfair or deceptive obj ec t or 
.e�n is a tPiak ,  though normally the ac tion i s  the tPiak. See margin titles 
�CIS , p . 2 6 0f . and many other plac es . ]  

Ketch a bat an ' j es '  as quick as yo ' kin kill ' im ,  an ' ' fore he even gits cold, 
split ' im  open an ' git his hear t .  Tie it up into a bran ' -new white homespun 
!!!!!e,  tie  it o n  yor e arm an ' j es '  keeps yore luck wi t chew . Put it up undah de 
slee9e lak dat on yore arm [ d emonstrates ] .  Jes ' de heart of a bat ,  but yo ' must 
8it it outa de bat befo ' he ' s  col ' [ colo ] daid . 

well, if yo ' wants tuh be  lucky an ' draw de influence of people , or intuh yore 
�ess ,  yo ' would sharpen yo ' a piec e of  stake of  a fence ' bout dat long . In 
� words , yo ' should make it six inches long . An ' yo ' would trim it smooth on 
..cb s id e  wit a knife an ' sharpen d e  end of it , de end of it be dat wide . Den yo' 
kfa vrite wit ink on it : Make R ,  make a cro s s  mark [ an "X" ] ; Z ,  ' nothah cro ss 
..rk; S;  A ,  ' nothah cro ss mark ; D . R .  [A cro ss mark i s  probably made after each of 
iie"1etters - "X" the 7 th letter-. -] -An ' yo ' dr ive dat st ick down r ight out in 
fraat of yore do ' where no one will see it , turn it out from de house , tuh draw 
� influence of  who may come by an ' dey come in . 

Den yo ' write de 7 2nd Psalm on yore papah an ' hang it up right behin ' yore do ' 
... den hang a pichure of  any kind ovah it [ to hide i t ] . 

(Dp over the top of  the door? ) 
Yessuh . An ' hit ' ll be incorp ' rated wit dis peg dat yo ' drove right down - de 

readin ' [writing? ] of de 7 2nd P salms . 
�t d id you say? Read the 7 6th P salms? )  
Vrite it . 
(Write it and put it over the door ? )  
�ssuh, but read in ' i t  will b e  incorp ' rated wi t dis peg whut chew drove down 

� de do ' .  
� salt an ' throw out dere - mix it wit graveyard dirt - evah night , if yo ' 

..,ectin ' ' em on a certain day . If yo ' know when some enemy would come tuh 
t.chah yo ' ,  why evah night or so , go out an ' go in d e - throw it up in de centah 
� de road an ' make yore wi shes , "Ah do hope tuh God dat no enemies will appeah . "  
� · .  all dere i s  wit d e  graveyard dirt . 

(Especially if you thought the law would come there , if someone were boot
Ising . ) 

8el1 ,  ah heard tell of  ' em  usin ' graveyard d irt fo ' dat . Well , dey go ovah 
�e when dey spectin '  [ expec t ing ] ' em  to try de man ,  an ' he take graveyard d irt , 
� half dirt an ' about half salt , an ' walk all de way roun ' de co ' thouse sow
�· it fo ' t imes befo ' tr ial ; in othah word s befo ' sunrise , an ' any man dat goes 
� dat co ' thouse can ' t git in ' cept he go tta walk ovah dat . 

(After you sow that around the cour thouse , then wha t happens? )  
Bv.abone dat goes intuh dat co ' thouse connec ted in wit chure trial , dey will be 

�ppointed ' cuz dey spec t d ey had yo ' f ixed . 
(!hey can ' t do anything to you . ) 
She take her a glass of watah . Go out tuh de sp igo t an ' draw i t  a-purpose [ on 

�se, for that purpo se ] ,  not a pailful but j es '  a glass or a pi tchah . [ Spigo t 
.. � is considered running water . ]  Draw dat pitchah fulla wa tah . As she comes 
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back in d e  house , if he layin ' dere drunk an ' don ' t  know anythin ' ,  come back in 
de house an ' git ' er Bible an ' stan ' up ovah ' im wit de watah , an ' read de 39th 
Psalms ovah dis wa tah . [ The read ing o f  the Psalm makes this ho ly �te�. ] Den 
d ip dis watah an ' bath ' is face wit it . [ This is RITUAL BATH , p . 367f . ]  Den g ive 
' im a glassful tuh dr ink, dis same watah , af tah bathin ' ' is fac e in de watah . An' 
he ' ll come disgusted af tah dr inkin ' dat . 

(He won ' t  want any more liquor then? ) 
No , he come disgusted aftah dr inkin ' l ikkah . Dat will stop ' im . 
(What do they say that goofe� dust is ? What is it anyway? )  

Ah don ' t b ' lieve ah know anythin ' about de goofah dust .  Ah ' ve heard ' em  talk
in ' ' bout it but no t enough tuh know. Co ' se ,  take SOME PEOPLE DEY WOULD CALL ANY 
KIN ' OF THIN ' DAT A MAN OR WOMAN WOULD DO GOOFAH, IF HE D IDN ' T  KNOW NO OTHAH WAY 
TUH CALL IT . Dey j es ' say, "Goofah . "  An ' dat ' s  de way ah reckon dey call dis 
dust . 

(ANYTHING YOU DO TO A PERSON TO TRICK THEM, THEY CALL THAT GOOFER? They goofe� 
you or something o f  that sor t ? )  

Yessuh . 
Well , heah ' s  a common thin ' dat a man could do [ in wrestling ] . He git ' im  a 

bran ' -new white homespun an ' make ' im a or ' ary [ ord inary] t ight b elt an ' wear it 
right tuh his necked [ naked ] skin . He kin - it look lak almo s ' ' is loins loo se 
from ' is back, but st ill by dat bein ' roun ' ' im, de kinda stuff it is , why he kin 
ketch ' im .  Anyway he [ opponent ] be throwed . 

Take de dust whut chew call blaak aat dust .  
(Where do you get that ? )  
Ibwdahs? Why ah couldn ' t  say [ reveal ? ]  where yo ' git it . 
[For blaak aat powde� or dust ,  see 1 731 , p . 52 6 . ]  
Rub himself wit it an ' he couldn ' t  by no ways be hurt wit a rat tlesnake . 
It ' s  [blacksnake is ] good fo ' cramps an ' it ' s  good fo ' dis rasslin ' [ wr estlin� 

proposition . [ For lat ter , see 2397-2399 , p . 668f . ] 
(How do they do that ? )  
Jes ' take an ' split it open an ' make a belt out o f  i t  an ' wear r ight t o  yore 

skin . 
(And no one can throw you then? ) 
No suh . 
[ The prec eding word blaaksnake i s  no t in the orig inal transcription from cyl

ind er , because at the end of the prec eding blaak-aat-dust rite I stopped my ma
chine . I d id no t restart it quickly enough to record her blaaksnake , and I for
go t to repeat the word as a precaut ionary measure against its lo ss . My res tora
t ion of blacksnake to the text is no t a quess , this word immed iately following 
the word �attlesnake . Moreover , blacksnake , the animal , is used as a wrestling 
b elt (2397-23 99 , p . 668f . ) ;  blacksnake , the roo t , protec ts agains t conj uration 
when you wea� that �ound yo ' • • •  yo ' ho ldin ' dem down • • •  pin de othah fe Zlow (11 2 6 , 
p . 418) . ]  

Dere ' s  a �  dat chew call Southe�n John de Conkah. [ This may b e  my only 
example o f  John de Conkah preceded by Southe�n. ]  Yo ' kin take dat an ' j es '  put 
a piece r ight in yore mouth an ' go tuh de man an ' talk wit ' im dat way , an ' he 
will eithah g ive ' im  [ you ] a j ob or tell when tuh come back an ' git one . 

It ' s  mighty powerful [ I  interrupt ] .  
(He�ts Co logne . ) 
Wit a herb o f  eithah High John o r  eithah Southe�n John or dis herb dat chew 

call de  Mastah of de Woods . Dis Mastah of de Woods [ see marg in title , p . 609]  is 
purpo sely fo ' peac e an ' harmonity [ harmony] in usin ' it 'mongst people tuh br ing 
peace . Where dere d issat isfac t ion it bring peac e ,  d e  Mastah of de Woods . 
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(How do they f ix that up ? )  
Use i t  in wine . Git it an ' cur e it an ' den grind it up - make a sorta ' bacca 

[ tobacco ] outa it . Put two handful of it intuh a gallon of wine . Den if yo ' use 
d e  wine outa der e ,  it ' s  purty good . But yo ' doesn ' t  have tub dr ink it , don ' t  
have tub dr ink it ' tall . Jes ' lak yo ' put dat watah cup set tin ' up dere . [ She 
point s to the cup ; I WAS INTERVIEWING IN THE KITCHEN OF A BLACK PERSON ' S HOME . )  
Jes ' set it out dere fulla dat wine wit de herb in it - it ' s  got a odor . D is 
herb makes a nic e odor tub it , an ' when de wind blowin ' ,  de odor o f  dat wine wit 
d is herb in it brings a change backwards o f  it . 

(They ' ll have it round the hous e ? )  
Yes sub . 
[The following whirlwind rite is a good example of my normal prac t ic e ,  exc ept 

�th fluent talkers , of turning off my recording machine at the end of each rite 
and turning it on j ust before the start of ano ther one . Her e ,  dur ing the stop
page after the master-of-the-woods rite , I say something l ike ; " If you are walk
iDa down the road or acro s s  a plowed f ield and see dust whirling l ike this" , ( I  
de.ons tra te with my hand ) , "what do people call that sort of thing ? "  Informant 
ansver s ,  "Dat ' s  spir it s . "  At this point I restar t machine to record my follow
iDs question : ]  

(This whirlwind is spirit s ? )  
Yessuh . Well , ah have hear some talk conc ernin ' o f  it , but not payin ' much 

' tenshun tub it . 
[ I  pay great 'tenshun tuh WHIRLWIND , pp . 46-53 . ] 
Take two rus ty f iles if somebody done somep in tub yo ' .  [ I  become informant ' s  

patient . ] Take two f iles an ' bring ' em  tub yo ' - yo ' s is de man dat hurted see 
bring ' em  tub yo ' ,  [ I )  let yo ' hold ' em  in yore han ' s  an ' make yor e wishes , tub 
bow yo ' would wanta over�ome whatsoevah ail in ' yo ' .  Den ah take dese two f iles 
au '  carry ' em  tub a stream an ' stick one down dat way an ' stick de othah one down 
dat way [ d emonstrates ] . 

(You ar e leaning them together , cro ssing them . )  
Yessuh . Den yo ' - it be in shallah watah , but chew stick ' em  down fur ' nough 

.u de runnin ' of dis wa tah will run ovah de f iles , r ight ' cross dat cro s s . 
(So that the water will j ust run over that cro s s  in those two f iles , wher e the 

fLles are crossed . )  
Dat br ing de refuge tub yuh tub ovahcome j es '  wha tevah yo ' wanta ovahcome . 
(That br ing s a refuge to you to overcome your trouble as that water overflows 

�t cro s s  in the f ile . )  [ SHE USES A GOSPEL HY.MW F IGURE OF SPEECH, REFUGE IN THE 
CROSS. ] 

Dat ' s  right . 
Takes a p iec e outa his undahweah dere . 
(Down below the privates . )  
iell , dey j es '  go an ' f ix it up an ' tie it up an ' bind it up , an ' prob ' ly 

�ve it up in some tr ee or somepin , wher e it would be airt ight ed . Den dat would 
� his speed off - he wouldn ' t  have no courage .  

[§Peed is a new name for impotenc e ;  no courage is a common name for it . For 
� rather large f ield o f  causes and cures for impotence,  see  subdivision 
JararENCE later in volume 3 .  nmpotenc e l ike disease and everything el se in hoo
.ao is always a trick. Informant now g ives a ver sion o f  a common remedy for the 
•t l-ent . ] 

When she wa shin ' clo thes , she ' d  bo il his undahweah in de po t wit dese clo thes 
� she ministrate on, see . Well , she kin han ' l e ' fm  - he can ' t  have any o thah 
� .  

[lor the many bel iefs and rites about menstrual blood , see subsect ion " HER  
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PRIVATE TIME" later in volume 3 . ] 
See , if she ketch ' im  ' sleep , she ' ll measure his private dere wit her fingah . 

Den she ' ll take an ' measure a hick ' ry stick, a lil small hick ' ry stick . She ' ll 
take it an ' measure it de leng ' h  of whatsomevah she measure his pr ivate . An ' 
she ' ll take dat stick an ' go an ' hid e it undah somewhere ,  even if she wanta go 
an ' put it undah a log dat weight s a thousan ' pounds . Well , den he ' ll j es '  have 
sech a load on,  until his ao�age gone . 

If he wuz tPiaked lak dat [made impo tent ] ,  nine drops of turpent ine in about 
dat much watah intuh a glass , an ' j es '  ketch hol ' de end of his pr iva te an ' d ip 
his han ' in dat turpentine watah an ' run it up dis ways , from d e  end r ight on up , 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' each t ime he do it , throw de wa tah in de sunr ise co ' se 
[ cour se ] . 

[Rubb ing upwards (see margin t itle UPWARDS , p . 4 0 5 )  is common only in impo tence 
r ites , mo st rubb ing r ites being downward s  to rub ailment s out o f  the body through 
the f eet and sometimes the big to e .  In the present instanc e ,  the pPivate is sym
bolically rubb ed upward s for an erection . The r ite now following also has an up
wa.Pds act ion . ] 

Well , if dat d idn ' t  do it  [ the pr eced ing r ite] , git ' im  a c lean - a d ishrag 
an ' wash it clean . Well , he should steal a dishrag , but he mus tn ' t  git one outa 
his house . Go tuh some neighbor house where he j es '  goes through lak he do home 
an ' steal d e  d ishrag , dat dey uses tuh wash d ishes , an ' g ives it a wash befo ' he 
use it . D en he takes d e  dishclo t ' an ' wash ' is pr iva te wit it . Take it [bath 
water ] out an ' throw i t  toward d e  sunrise co ' se ,  an ' be sure tuh throw it [ d ish 
rag ] in a tree an ' let it  hang j es '  a s  high as yo ' kin throw it . As soon a s  he 
git it up on der e ,  j es '  soon his aoUPage will be  der e . 

[ The preced ing r ite o f  throwing the used d ishrag high up into a tree is mer ely 
ano ther upwards ac tion to produce the similar er ec tion ment ioned in the forego ing 
turpentine cure . ]  

D ey tells me people gives a man dog livah . 
Well , when yo ' do in ' dese thin ' s ,  yo ' ll go ahead an ' do any kin ' a  dir ty thin ' . 

Yo ' ll go ahead an ' pay me $ 25 tuh go somewhere - way o f f  somewhere or ' no thah -
an ' kill a dog an ' br ing de livah heah . Well , ah come an ' br ing it tuh yo ' an ' 
yo ' keep it . All ah know is yo ' wanted it . Ah ' ll br ing it tuh yo ' .  Den yo ' ll 
take dat livah an ' at  chure very mo s '  convenient time ,  yo ' make some arrangement 
to have it cooked somehow or ' no thah ,  an ' give it tuh who somevah yo ' wanta give 
it tuh , in a way dat dey won ' t  know whut it is . Now, if he evah goes wit a wom
an or de woman evah go es wit a man , well dey ' ll git de dOg natuPe - git de dOg 
nat�e , git stuck . 

(Well , isn ' t there any way o f  get ting them apar t ? ) 
Well , hit would be a mo s t ,  right good j ob tuh git ' em  apart until de season 

comes - dis natuPe o f  a dog . D ey ' d  have tuh be  dere . Ah have seen dat done . 
(What would they do then? ) 
If dey were real s tuck togethah , dey would j es '  lay r ight dere - don ' t care 

who come an ' look down on ' em .  Dey j es '  had tuh s tay dere . Ah ' ve seen dat done . 
When de natuPe of a dog change,  hit would change on d em  de same way an ' dey come 
apart . 

( It will only hold them until the dog would change again? ) 
Yessuh . 
[The pr eced ing dog-l iver r ite with var iants is known everywhere .  The present 

one is unusual in speaking about dOg nat�e . Though informant do es no t say so , 
she evidently assumes that  a female dog in heat is killed , unless she bel ieves 
that a male dog has a spec ial per iod for chas ing the f emale . If informant ' s  dOg
natuPe theory be true and the only cure , the waiting per iod for release could be 
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a long one - mor e  than a nine day 's wondeP ! ]  
Fo ' bad luck . Take yo ' a l il graveyard d ir t  an ' yo ' may wrop up d is aig in a 

lil rag wit d is graveyard d ir t ,  sor ta smear de aig , prob ' ly paint yo ' know . May
� it red clay - dat ' s  whut de graveyard d ir t  is , de red clay . [ Red clay is 
largely but no t always true . ] An ' dat man ovah dere yo ' wanta put hard luck on 
• t., or yo ' wanta make ' im  go , whatsoevah wish yo ' make , yo ' make dese three 
czass marks on dis aig an ' ketch dis sign from d e  [mind ] , an ' throw hit [ egg ] dat 
...e day whil st de sign is r ight , right cro ss de top of de house . If hit bus ' ses 
wben bit [ it ]  hit de groun ' , de mo ' hardah de luck will be . If hit do not bus ' 
wben it hit de groun ' an ' spattah up , hit will j es '  b e  normal hard luck . 

Git hold of a roo stah dat wuz ole enough . Say yo ' could take three feathahs 
fraa de tail of a roo stah if he wuz three yeahs ole , an ' j es '  in talkin ' tuh yore 
� or yore woman have de feathahs in yore han ' . Ketch ' er han ' in yore han ' 
lak dat [ d emonstrates ] an ' be playin ' wit ' er han ' wit dese feathahs , an ' keep 
ebe�tin ' up ' er han ' on ' em  lak dat an ' pullin ' ' em  through . An ' each t ime yo ' 
1!11 ' em  through dere , she no t  knowin ' ,  yo ' have in yor e mind whut chew do in ' , 
iapin' dat she wouldn ' t  t ir e  of yo ' regard less tuh whut happens . Thr ee t imes 
... abe b ' longs tuh yo ' . 

�b cure bad wound s ,  sores , an ' fo ' cur in ' war ts . Yo ' take de chicken ' s  feet 
.. • roast it intuh ashes , an ' come tuh de watah regardless tuh where hit ' s  at , 
� it ' s  runnin� an ' rub it  wit de la ig ashes . Den yo ' go tuh d e  outah do ' in de 
laase, lak d e  front , an ' say yore Our FatheP FTayeP dere , an ' bury it  undah d ere 
�e de watah leak , where it l eaks from de: house . Go on thought less [ don ' t 
� of the war t ]  fo ' j es '  a few days an ' d e  war t  will be gone . 

Dey use milk from a black cow tuh ketch a witch . Yo ' ll have tuh ketch fresh 
�t milk an ' yo ' puts it in a bran ' -new po t an ' yo ' bo il it , an ' whilst it ' s  
.. llin' have on yore mind , "Who somevah , which one it wu z , d id sech-an ' -sech a 
ddD '  11 he will be back . "  An ' keep a-st irrin ' ,  a-st irrin ' . Cont inue stirrin ' an ' 
'-re dat on yor e  mind . An ' af tah d is milk is bo iled maybe about ten or f if teen 
�tea , take dis milk tuh a runnin ' stream an ' when yo ' git tuh de distance -
.-11 yo ' couldn ' t  guess it . Yo ' git d e  distance o f  twelve steps from de stream , 
I! aa tuh de stream an ' step twelve steps back off , an ' walkin ' backward s wit de 
.u.k an '  po ' it in de stream [ d emonstrates ] . 

(Over your shoulder . )  
Dat ' s  r ight . An ' make yore wish , who soevah done dis witah woPk shall appeah . 
(rbey will come to your house? ) 
Yessuh . 
Go tuh de ants tuh cure somebody ,  d a t  somebody had done somepin tuh ' em, an ' 

� ' ly nuthin dat nobody do , do ' er no good . Yo ' take a bran ' -new aig dat wuz 
laid from a hen on a Thur sday . Stick de needle - it matter s  no t if a new needle 
� aot 11 but stick three l il t iny holes in it wit de p ' int of de needle , one on d e  
-"e an '  one ovah heah an ' one ovah dere . Yo ' put three needle holes in dat . 
C!!ry bit tuh d e  ants ' nest befo ' de sunr ise an ' yo ' name who somevah d is vic t im 
_!!, if he name Sam or Sarah , " In de Name o f  Sarah , ah lay de a ig down heah dat 
p1 -Y be de means of Sarah health bein ' restored . " Walk away , an ' dem antses 
..._ dey come out af tah sunr ise dey ' ll g it attached tuh dat aig an ' suck it 
tlauaab dat egg hole . An ' in nine day ' s  time , yo ' an ' evahbody else will know 
le �£ ' renee in dat s ick patient . But yo ' have tuh work some way tuh pro tect 
� aig dere on dat ant s ' nest , cuz somebody , maybe a dog or somepin o thah ,  will 
... it , see . Have tuh bu ild somepin roun ' it so it be pro tected der e ,  an ' still 
� dere on d e  ants ' nest . 

Ab bear tell of ' em  usin ' frogs fo ' d iffren thin ' s .  If someone has d id some
lla tab yo ' ,  yo ' go an ' yo ' ketch a toadfPog , but der e  mo ' den one kinda toad . 
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Git a red toad . 
(Are they around here? ) 
Yessuh , A RED TOAD , DAT STAYS IN YORE BRAMBLEBRIER BED . Yo ' git 1 im an ' tie 

a str ing tuh ' im an ' tie yo ' stick on ' im, an ' hang ' im up in de chimley an ' let 
' im hang down below d e  fac e o f  de chimley heah [demonstrates] , j es '  enough so 
down below de edge o f  d e  br ick out dere on d e  edge o f  d e  floor by de hear th . [ I  
am int erviewing in a kitchen . ] Let dat per son who had dis evil d eed done tuh her, 
let dem set on dis  side of da t frog , no t outa his sight ,  unt il he die . Hang it 
r ight d er e  an ' dey ' l l become well . 

(You say it ' s  called shame brier. Why do they call it shame brier? 
Cuz evaht ime yo ' tetch it , it shet up . 
(Have you ever heard of them ever do ing anything wi th that? ) 
Yassuh , heah ' em  talk about dat . 
See , yo ' go tuh dat brier befo ' sun hours , an ' have yo ' somepin sharp . Yo ' 

don ' t have tuh make but one stroke a t  it . D em vines lak heah an ' de roo t o f  it 
[ d emonstrat es ] . De vines scat tah evahwhere round it , an ' if yo ' j es '  tetch one , 
j es ' d e  least pin p ' int , de whole thin ' shet up . Yo ' ha s some blade or ' nothah 
dat chew kin j es '  swipe evahthin ' off it at one swipe . An ' when it shet up an ' 
done cut off , go ketch d e  t empah o f  a man an ' ketch de tempah o f  a woman . [Tem
per can be  used as a magic rit e . ] De powah o f  it is used [after ]  cut de top off 
an ' it shet up . 

(How do you mean , ke tch the temper o f  a man? ) 
D e  tempah , high-tempahed people , dat are mean people , yo ' know , an ' yo ' cain ' t 

nevah git no satisfac tion out o f  ' em .  Dissatisfac tion,  nobody kin b e  abl e  tuh 
talk tuh ' em .  

(Well , what d o  you d o  with that?  You cut the br ier right o f f ? ) 
Yassuh , cut d e  top o f  it right o f f  an ' whut chew want o f  de roo t  tuh it . [ The 

power o f  the l eaves went into the roo t . ]  Yo ' d ig de roo t up , if it ' s  long enough 
tuh measure three j ' int of yore f ingah , cut off one af tah yo ' measur e it . Yo ' 
go t three-j ' int measur e ,  "Through de Father , Son an ' de Ho ly Gho s t . " D en yo ' 
take one o f  dose j ' ints an ' put de o thah two in yore po cket an ' goes tuh de riva� 
dat [ i s ]  if yo ' or any othah man ,  or any o thah woman go t dey tempah cut off , � 
dey cain ' t be  in peace an ' talk kind an ' all lak dat - ' sociate togethah wit ' out 
havin ' any word s atall about it . Now dat one piece d ere , dat one j 1 int , yo ' keep 
dat an ' in d e  mawnin ' early befo ' de sunrise , put dat one j 1 int in yore mouth an ' 
go tuh yo '  watahpail an ' dip yo ' a dippah of watah an ' dr ink three swallahs out 
o f  it - d e  dipper , but don ' t swallah but two . Spit de third swallah back in yore 
watahpail , dash dat ole dippah out de do ' ,  an ' take dat piec e  o f  herb out chure 
mouth an ' put it back in yore pocket an ' go on ' bout chur e business .  

(That will control a bad-tempered person? ) 
Yessuh . 
Take a pigeon or take a mockin ' b ird an ' go tuh d e  sign dat be seen in astro ' 

mical almanac , an ' git de s ign of a man ' s  mind , d e  sign dat lead s tuh hi s haid . 
An ' yo ' take dat sign prob ' ly wit a mockin ' b ird ' s  feathah an ' yo ' may prob ' ly 
name someone , call de name o f  someone , call de name o f  dis f ellah . An ' whatsom
evah yo ' want tuh do wit dis fellah - suppo se yo ' wanta make a man t ell somepin 
othah . Yo ' name him an ' yo ' take dis f eathah wi t dis sign an ' yo ' draw ' is pic
hure ,  an ' d en go an ' set ' em somewhere tuh a public plac e ,  but still yo ' would 
make it so small dat nobody wouldn ' t  see it . But yet hit would be public . It ' s  
j es '  lak yo ' may pass along out dere an ' it may b e  draw up ' sid e d e  house an ' yo ' 
couldn ' t  see it . It could be draw up ' sid e de road o n  a bo ' d  an ' yo ' couldn ' t  
see it . An ' d en whatso evah he go tuh do tuh damage hisself he j es '  do it in pub
lic . If it wuz somepin he gone an ' done an ' he go in ' tell on ' imself , cuz d e  
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.ackin ' b ird do de same thing . Dat ' s  whut lak de mockin ' b ird are . 
(Be is go ing to tell on himself . )  

1 929  

�11 , de pigeon,  if  yo ' go t mad at  a man , an ' wanted tuh do him harm , but 
�ill yo ' didn ' t  wanta go tuh him , yo ' didn ' t wanta goofah ' im ,  yo ' go an ' � 
� a  pigeon an ' name him an ' j es '  as quick as yo ' could name ' im ,  j es '  whatsom
er.ah yo ' wanta happen tuh dis man, slam yore knife r ight in de pigeon , an ' call 
.., name , cut de pigeon throat .  Befo ' de pigeon die , dey ' ll git ' im . 

Dey say yo ' kin take a raven aig an ' do great many thin ' s  wit it . 
(ire there ravens around here? ) 
Bo suh , ah don ' think dere ' s  a raven aroun ' in dis far country . Take de a ig 

of a raven , maybe dey steal it an ' cure it till it  come tuh be somepin lak a pow
.abs .  An '  yo ' could j es '  take dat powdah an ' rub it on yore han ' s  an ' do great 
.aaderful thin ' s .  

(Bov do they use the cat blood and dog blood? ) 
wel l ,  if yo ' put it  in whiskey an ' give it to a man tuh drink , ketch it on de 

� time an ' de r ight s ign , he will have de movement s o f  a do g . 
If yo ' use de cat blood , why he ' ll be j es ' as a cat . 
But yo ' see , yo ' ain ' t  go tta kill ei thah one of ' em  tuh git de blood , yo ' 

8D�ta leave dem alive an ' git  de blood . 
He ' ll ketch de cat an ' put 1 im  into a cook po t ' live an ' bo il ' im till evah 

� separate from de f lesh . Po ' s  [ pour s ]  it out into yore bucket an ' take hit 
.. down tuh a runnin ' stream, an ' dey say j es '  about de time yo ' throw it  in de 
�eaa de spir it of  de devil will appeah . Den yo '  should s ign a contract wi t ' im 
wl� permission tuh git dat bone , fo ' when yo ' dump dat stuff out de bucket into 
� ruonin ' stream evaht ' in '  will s ink exc ept dat ring bone an ' yo ' go tta go in arr 
al� dat ring bone . An ' yo ' go tta go in an ' git de ring bone out an ' yo ' have de 
blaek cat bone . 

�11 dey say red onion is good fo ' a good many diseases . It ' s  good tuh cure 
.!!!!!· Jes ' make a poultice out of it � cut it up an ' make a quart of  watah out 
.t it j es '  lak yo ' drawin ' a tea , red onion tea yo ' call it . 

Ah bear some o f  ' em  say dat yo ' put one big red onion roun ' yore neck, when 
J!' 10 in co ' t  an ' havin ' trial , an ' dey ' ll give yo ' yore right s in co ' t . 

[Vbat a commentary on j ustic e  for the black man in the year 1939 1 ]  
Dere dif fren [ harmful ] thin ' s when yo ' eatin '  dat gits down [ in you ] , den dey 

� yo ' drinks si lvah tea . Use silvah money , silvah dimes , j es '  po ' on de watah 
.. ' a.  an ' let it steep lak a tea . Dr ink dat si lvah tea . Put ratt lesnake roo t 
(t.a] an ' mi lkweed tea - put dem two herb s to gethah , mi lkweed tea an ' dat [ rat
tle-saake ] roo t ,  it  eithah gits ' em  up or kill ' em , if dey alive , wit dis si lvah 
t.L 

(You put all three of tho se things together ? Tha t will kill any live things 
�� you have in you? ) 

Da� ' s  r ight . 
Dere ' s  people cro s s  de broomstraws o n  de wr ist . 
�y is that?  They wear them that way? ) 
1bh cut off  de expec tation o f  people who is tryin ' tuh do ' em  harm .  
(You do that t o  pro tec t your self ? )  
Yessuh . Don ' wear it roun ' [where they can be seen] , put it up where - tie it 

� ·  j es '  lak a little string an ' let it  be undah yo '  sleeve . 
Den take nine brooms traws an ' drive ' em  - st ick ' em  down in some part of  de 

� an' make yore wish evah day fo ' nine days ,  j es '  lak de nine straws , an ' yo ' 
a...k up dat home . 

(rou put that in the home you want to break up? ) 
Yessuh . An ' nine new needles . 
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(You do the same thing with the nine new needles that you did with the broom
s traws . )  

Jes ' make a tea o f f  it [ garlic ] or eat de lil buds . I t ' s  go t a great b ig roo t 
dat have l il buds on it a certain t ime o f  year lak dat • .  An ' yo ' dig dem out an ' 
j es '  keep ' em on hand , an ' yo ' kin git ' em free o f  all do se buds . Dey eat [ kill ] 
mo stly any kind of goo[ah work. 

(These little buds o f  garlic ? )  
Garl ic buds . 
(That will kill mo stly any kind o f  goo[er work? ) 
Yes . 
(This woman that was just  in her e was a profess ional ro.o t doctor . )  

" IT ' S KIND OF A MYSTERY" 

FIN ' [FIND ] DAT OUT TRAVELIN ' AROUN ' AFXJUT HALF PAST NINE • • •  
YUH GO ON SECH [SUCH] A LIGHT OF DE MOON 
MAYBE DE MOON WILL BE ON DE "FIRST LIGHT" 

YUH DON 'T GO ON DE "FIRST BLACK" • • •  GO ON DE "FIRST LIGHT" 
WHEN DE MOON IS JIB ' ABOUT • • •  LIKE IT "GOIN ' TUH SET DOWN" 

DOSE FWWAHS NOT SUPPOSED TUH BE FOUND EVAHWHERE 
DOSE FLOWAHS FOUN ' BY [ NEAR ] SOMEPIN LIKE HIDDEN TREASURE 

BY PEOPLE WHUT KNOWS� BY "TW-HEADED PEOPLE" 

AH WAN ' CHEW GIT DIS WHITE HORSE HOOF • • •  
YUH MAKE DE SIGN OF CROSS TUH GIT IT OUT • • •  

ANYTHIN ' TUH BE DONE AN ' 1UH GOT A WHITE HORSE • • •  
JIB ' TAKE IT TUH DE EDGE OF DE WATAH 

HE [ "DOCTOR"]  TOOK DE SNAKE • • •  "IT WON ' HUirr CHEW • • •  " 
SHE WUZ JIB ' HOLLERIN ' AN ' HOLLERIN ' • • •  

HE WRAPPED IT AROUN ' 'ER LAIG • • •  
HE TOLE DE BOY [ASSISTANT]  TUH GIT ON • • . •  HIS KNEES • • •  

"KEEP YORE HAN ' GOIN ' LIKE DIS [ WAVING] SAY IN ' YORE PRAYAHS • • •  
'LORD� HA VE  DOMINION OVAH DE PO '  [POOR ] [ WOMAN ]  

OVAH 'ER WEAKNESS AN ' ' ER  SICKNESS ' "  

VICKSBURG , MIS SISSIPPI 

[My inf ormant calls her following exp er ienc e a mystery . The myst ery for me is 
how a year or two af ter hear ing this remarkable s tory in 1 938 , I could have writ
ten on the f irst sheet of the or iginal transcr iption four words : Zong story -
Vicksburg - doubtful ! True , ther e ar e a f ew loo se ends and incons istenc ies , my 
quest ions at the time ind icate this ; but the mind desc r ib ing the act ions and 
words of the heal er within is steeped in the theory and prac tice of hoodoo . De
sp ite a little twilight and fog , one certainty we have - an extraordinary p ic tur e 
o f  a celebrated man. But to meet him,  the reader and I must in imag ina t ion go 
out into the back country to a secluded house in the woods .  Twic e befor e ,  I had 
searched the countrys ide for V . I .  D . ' s  - very important "doators " - Madam Gr if f in 
and Doator Frank Harris (see INTRO . , p . XXIX , 3 par . ) .  To f ind a hoodoo doc tor is 
an int erest ing but diff icult task. For tunately ,  our informant guides us to the 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft  - Rootwork - 1931 

� ·s home and introduc es us . Along the way she had warned that he wa s dangeTL
�. neen1ng odd-looking and queer-ac t ing (see pp29 3-301 and elsewher e) . We are 
... in the presenc e of  an unusual psycho therapist , a man who has his own d�uggist 
f t•l�t and much else beside s ,  including a white horse that  comes when you 

�e. This animal also supplies a medic ine . Fortunate again, we are permit
c.i £a watch our ho st working with a mental pat ient , beginning his amazing psy
•IM"NWMBtic treatment with snake oi Z .  Our informant calls this unique opePatoP 
J.dl doctor and hoodoo man. He , no t constantly with us , weaves in and out of a 
Ml •• .. e tale told by a strange woman . Was she a city contac t woman who sent or 
c.ak clients to him? Was she his wif e ,  the woman we vaguely hear talking later?  
.._ She the pa t ient ? Whoever our informant was ,  she had a f irst-hand knowledge 
.t 'aodoo in her locality and time . Nothing in these four volumes o f  HOODOO 
�es her valuable account of DoatoP Fargo . Even his name , professional , 
iPW� and unreal equals faP-go and go-faP. In an at tempt to understand this 
�ew , I suggest a rereading of  the psychiatric atmo sphere in the wonderful 
� title DOCTOR EXPLAINS AFTER HIS DEATH (pp . 344-34 9 ) . Material of informant 
151 was collected on cylinder s A200-A208 = 101 6-1 024 , the present story on 1020-
mz4. ] 

(they can ] plant somep in aroun ' [ to hoodoo you ] - kin plant somepin aroun ' , a 
f) h [ for example] . Yuh kin set [ plant ] some eggs , put some eggs at de back 
... . Yuh kin put one egg in de back do ' ,  bu t yuh dig up groun ' . D ig a little 
..-ce in de groun ' j is '  about dis deep [ demonstrat es] , roun ' about a half foot . 

(I see . ) 
AD '  aftah yuh dig about a half foot , den yuh plac e ano thah egg , one tuh de 

�- Dey got one egg dat ' s  po intin ' tuh de west - de po int of  de egg . Den 
� dey plants de two egg s ,  wan ' same dirt on top of de f ir s ' egg an ' den some 
� on  top of de secon ' egg , but de secon ' egg will be po int in ' tuh de east • 
... de fir s ' egg , dat ' s  point in ' tuh de west . An ' de third egg , yuh put on top . 
-.r set it r ight straight on top of de groun ' ; but it ' ll be right at de back do ' ,  
� de back of yore step s .  

(rhey - do they have t o  point that egg any way? That  they put o n  top of  the 
pwwl! ) 

Dey kin po int - it point s east an ' it point s tuh de west an ' right tuh de 
� [where they are to work] . Po int ' em tuh yore house . Yuh kin po int ' em  
� in  yore back do ' . 

(rbat egg on top , that last egg , point s to your door . )  
Tab yore do ' . An ' den de flowahs dat ah wuz tellin ' yuh about , dey plant s 

• .. aside of de house . Dose flowahs wilt . Dere ' s  nuthin tuh ' em  becuz ah knows • 
.. � mah firs ' cousin , she wuz hoodooed . Co ' se she got cured . She got hoodoo 
.. 1D ' 30 [ 1 9 3 0 ]  an ' got well in ' 36 .  [This interview is in ' 39 . ] 

�t flowers did they plant ? )  
D is  vermilion flower [ later called pePmi Zion fZo�h] - familiah camellia whut 

� done use . 
(Camele? ) 
ea.ellia [ ? ] .  
(Oh, Camellia . I see . ) 
[Did I see ? See la ter . ] 
Yuh fin ' do se - do se flowahs not supposed tuh b e  found evahwher e .  Dose flow

... foun' by [ near ] somepin like hidden treasure by people whut knows - by two 
&;;a;d peopZe. Dey f in '  dose flowahs like up aroun ' t ' rough de de Zta [ see later] , 
!z peoPle who stays up aroun ' by a bayou , out back of fo ' ks of rivahs an ' places 
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like dat . Dose flowahs no t foun ' way out chere , yuh know . 
[The d elta i s  a V-shaped piece of r ich farm land in northwest Mississipp i ,  

along the Mis sissippi River east t o  the Yazoo River , and j ust south o f  Memphis ,  
Tenn . C larksdale is a county seat and soc ial center o f  this large d is tr ic t . ]  

(And how do they plant those around the house? ) 
Dey plant dose flowahs - d ey got six . Dey plant two on each side , cro sses 

dose flowahs . 
(Two on each s id e  o f  what? ) 
On each s ide o f  de d ir t ,  d e  d ir t  yuh got made in somepin like a trench-like . 

Dey puts dat d ir t ,  puts it in a trench,  an ' d ey put s  a trench on de o thah sid e ;  
see ,  r ight where yuh sleep . Jis ' like if yuh sleep an ' d is is mah ba id here . 

(You mean , on this side o f  the house they put two flowers ? )  
Put two flower s . 
(And on this side of the house , they put two flowers? ) 
Put two flowahs dere . An ' den, yuh see , dey take anothah flowah an ' dey ' ll 

put it  r ight up undahneat '  of yore [ front ] step , where yuh got ta walk off at . 
Den dey puts one r ight up undah yore back step , where yuh gotta walk over dat . 
Dat [ is ]  s ix flowahs . Dat ' s  a pe�i llium flowah . 

(Pe�i llium , I see . ) 
[ Here the word camellia vanishes and we have lef t a vermilion flower . ]  
Well , yuh were speakin ' ,  j is '  like yore hand r ight here . Well ,  yuh see , mah 

han ' s  apt tub wandah ovah mah s id e .  See , dey ' d  plant dat flowah r ight at chure 
s ide . 

( I  see . )  [Maybe I d id a t  the time . ] 
Well , yuh see ,  dat flowah it grows from de sod , from de birth - j is '  like d e  

bir th of a baby . Well ,  yuh see , dey don 1 j i s '  put a big flowah an ' let it come 
�· ' cuz yuh see , yuh come out an ' be suspic ious of how de flowah a ils yuh . An ' 
yuh see , when d e  flowah is small , it ' s  like a [ seed ? ] real little - like a little 
nut or somepin like dat . Well , den it grow, an ' when it grows , d is pain it be
comes in yuh - innah-like , ins ide where dat is . Yuh wondah whut ' s  d e  mattah wit 
yuh , what ' s  it all about , an ' yuh don ' t know . An ' yore min ' is no t recollec ted 
[ your mind does not remember ] or anythin ' like dat , an ' den yuh beginnin ' tub 
feel of de pain inside . 

[ Here we mus t  return to examine our flower . A flower picked only by a two
head (see 815f . ,  p . 28 0  and elsewhere) , found near buried treasur e ,  on an isolated 
bayou , behind fo 'ks of rivahs - such a flower is no t an ord inary vermilion camel
lia or any o ther flower ! This is a hoodoo flower . A flower that  grows from de 
sod and will wi lt� dere ' s  nuthin tuh 'em ; such a f lower is ar tifical , a trick 
flower that  can be bought . Among the rites gathered in and near St . Peter sburg , 
Fla . , in 19 7 0  (see CONTENTS) , you will find a flower that  wilted before 
the eyes of my two contac t men . You can hear everything on the cassette 
record ing . No thing was faked . The preced ing six flowers rite is a rare 
var iant of the six-nails rite which are dr iven • into the ground or board to 
make this design . The four dots forming the parallelogram is a grave 
symbol ; the upper dot being the headboard and the lower dot the foo tboard . The 
CONTENTS should refer to ano ther example . 

Well , den,  dey got ano thah [way of harming you ] . It ' s  a r ed b ird . 
(Now , wait j us t  a moment .  What happened to the egg s ?  The egg was t o  dr ive 

you out of the house? ) 
[ I  return to the egg s because they appeared to be real . ]  

Dat egg ah • • • •  
(That egg • • •  or j ust keep this feeling ins ide? ) 
Feelin ' inside . 
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(I see . Tha t ' s  all r ight . )  
IDside - de feelin ' inside of yore body . 
(!be eggs ar e inside? Oh, all r ight . )  
(IJB HAVE HAD THE FLOWERS . NOW COMES THE BIRD . ] 

1 933 

De cerulean [ ? ]  biPd - it ' s  a b ird , yuh see . [More about the ident ity of this 
� later . ]  It ' s-a-bird . Only is found like in de wa tahs of creek-like - �  
a place way off . It ' s  no t foun ' by anybody . Dere ' s  people dat go tuh tell yuh 
�e tub f in '  do se thin ' s at night - ovahnight . [ Presumably these b irds , like 
tile flowers , are found by peopZe what know, by "two-headed people". ] Tell yuh , 
�. yuh go fin '  da t out travelin ' aroun ' about half past nine . "  When yuh go 
� dere ' bout half past nine , yuh go on sech a l ight of de moon . Maybe de moon 
wdl1 be on de !iPst Zight . Yuh don ' t  go on de !iPst bZac k ,  yuh go on de !iPst 
Jig1Jt vhen de moon is j is '  about - j is '  like it goin ' tuh set down or somepin . 
� don 1 t  go when it gits b Zaak yuh know . Den yuh goes out dere . Den dey tell 
,a. zactly what t fme tuh go out dere an ' how tuh fin '  dat b ird . An ' yuh git dat 
� an ' dey tell yuh how tuh spl it dat b ird tuh use dat b ird . An ' aftah yuh 
�s dat bird an ' use it , den dey tell yuh tuh br ing it tuh ' im [ hoodoo man, 
... later ] . 

AD '  aftah yuh br ing it tuh ' im ,  dey tells yuh tuh po ' [ pour ] out a cup of 
c:affee. Make a cup of co ffee ' roun ' about eight a '  clock . An ' aftah yuh makes 
.S. cup of co ffee at eight a ' clock - well , dat he use on mah cousin . Tell ' er 
t:.Ja UBe dis cup of coffee roun ' about eight a ' clock . Say , "Now , when yuh make 
.S. coffee at eight a '  clock" - mah mo thah made de coffee , she stayed wit mah 
-tlwb - she made de coffee at eight a ' clock . [ He ]  say , "Now , when yuh po ' out 
lie coffee , say yore prayahs ovah it - j is '  one prayah . Let dat be Amen . " An ' 
.._ •id Amen ovah de coffee . An ' she [ informant ' s  mo ther or cous in ]  say , "Now, 
� yuh say Amen ovah de coffee , den yuh look tuh de ea st , an ' when yuh look 
IIIIa de east ,  den yuh drop dis blood down in dis co££ ee an ' yuh dr inks it . "  When 
]IIIIa clrop it down, drop dat blood down in de coffee , [ she ] say , "Den de coffee 
wdl1 co.e a foam - a foam-like - somepin like , j is '  like de f ilm of a screen 
p!tcbnre-like . "  Well,  it j is ' come somepin like a skin ovah it , ovah de cup . 
(ae] say, "Den yuh look down in de cup , " she say , "but yet don ' t  yuh git ex
c:l.b!ld . Yuh go ahead an ' dr ink it anyhow . "  An ' she went on an ' dr inked dis 
eoffee. 

� .  she [ cousin ]  had been in misery [ poor health] an ' trouble wit ' er home 
- -=countof ' er husban ' • He didn ' t  wan ' ' er tuh stay dere an ' she had bought -
JED•*ly be didn 1 t wan ' 1 er tuh live dere , wanted ' er away from dere . An ' dis 
� l oasfied ' tm  an ' he said he would disqualify ' er .  An ' he wanted tuh uproot 

� ... Y from der e ,  an ' dis one [ husband ] had a gr eat  [ disl ike ] aga inst ' er .  An ' 
k waz de only [ thing ] it  seemed he could git [ to do ] ag ' ins t ' er [ wa s  " TUH THROW' 
.-Pill "AT" ' ER  AN '  MAKE A WISH . An ' so de [main story] an ' par t about de whole 
�. de bird she brought in , she showed tuh mah mo thah . Co ' se , ah wuzn ' t  payin' 
� ' tent ion , ah wuzn ' t ,  but yet ah knows de hist 1 ry .  She brought de b ird . Ah 
� de bird . De b ird wuz black, j is '  about like da t [ evidently po int ing to my 
� bat on the recording table]  - a  black b ird [ dat gPows upon a tPee ] . 

Gl bird that gPow8 upon a tPee ? It 1 s  black? ) 
It ' s  a bird grows upon a little place - called a little , somepin yuh j is '  f ine 

(fiDd] dese here little , dese little dogweeds-like . It comes up j is '  about like 
�- It ' s a real b ird . Comes up about j is '  like dat . An ' she [ cousin ]  took dat 
ldzd off of dere . An ' [ doatoP or his wife who appear s later ] tole her tuh use 
ft. An' aftah yuh use dis b ird , . tole her tuh take it , an ' af tah yuh take it , tie 
It up in a tobacco sack an ' put a dime in it . 

--

(Pat in what ? )  
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Keep it in a - keep it  in tobacco sack an ' keep a dtme in dere . 
(You put it  in a tobacco sack and put a dtme in it . )  
Put a dtme in dere - j is '  put it in tobacco sack an ' put a d tme in dere . So 

now she tie it in a tobacco sack an ' put a dtme in dere. Say, "Now, ah wan ' ' er 
tuh put de bir th of ' er name in dere wit dat tobacco sack, de birth of ' er name 
an ' when she wuz borned , an ' how ole she wuz , an ' where wuz she borned at , an ' 
whut ' er name wuz , an ' who wuz ' er fathah ' s  name , an 1 ' er mo thah 1 s  name . Say , 
"Now, yuh put dat written ' scription in dere an ' af tah yuh write da t writin '  
' scription in dere,  put i t  in dat tobacco sack, " say , "den yuh take it an ' yuh 
tie it  up an ' yuh put it - an ' den yuh weah da t nex ' tuh yore body an ' now, an ' 
tote it , yuh know, roun ' down here,  in de bo t tom roun ' down her e" - where it 
[ spell ] wua throwned at ' er [ by her husband ] down ' er privates . 

(Down near her privates . I see . ) 
Where it wua throwned at ' er ,  see . 
[To throw at , or to thFOW foP ,  does no t mean that  the husband ac tually threw 

something at his wife ;  he merely threw something for his wif e  to walk over . We 
do no t have his side o f  the story . ]  

Well ,  she worn it  roun ' down der e .  Dey say , when yuh wear i t  roun ' dere roun ' 
about six mont ' s , an ' den yuh take it off . An ' dey go an ' take it an ' dey go an ' 
bury it . Say,  "Now, I wan ' chew tuh carry dis - ah wan ' chew go bury it . Ah 
wan ' chew go tuh a place dey call Glen Ellen [Allan] , Miss . "  

(Glen Ellen [Allan] , Miss . )  
Glen Ellen [Allan] , Miss . "An ' carry it out dere on a place dey call De Lake -

out on De Lake . " Dey went an ' dey carried it  out dere ' bout twelve a '  clock da t 
night - j is 1  carry i t  roun ' about twelve a ' clock da t night , but weah it six 
mont ' s  tuh de day of da t ttme .  Da t woman were tuh bury it nine feet down in de 
groun ' an ' make a little box, somepin like a little coffin-like . Scoop it an ' 
take wha ' chew call a knif e an ' shaPpen it down an ' fix - an '  showed ' er how tuh 
do it an ' evahthin ' .  She [doctoP 's wif e]  say,  "Now, ah wan ' chew tuh bury it 
roun ' about eight f eet [ previously 9] down in de groun ' , as fur as yuh kin dig 
down . "  An ' tole her tuh git somebody tuh help · ' er an ' evahthin ' like da t an ' 
planned it out . An ' she must git fo ' men . An ' ast ' er would dose men have good 
hear t .  Let ' em  have good hear ts da t she carried wit ' er - no t let ' e  [ he] be 
married so dey wouldn ' t have any worries behin ' ' em  or anythin ' like dat . See , 
if dey have any wives da t might be worried about ' em  or somepin lak dat , an ' dey 
might be worryin ' about ' em  an ' dere hear t s  wouldn ' t  be right . So she wanted ' em  
tuh have good hear ts tuh carry ' em  out dere . Had de box j i s '  about dis large , 
wit de bird an ' wher e da t ' scription wuz written - whut she tole her how tuh do 
it - took an ' put in de box , an ' carried it out dere an ' bur ied it . An ' dat box 
den let da t lay dere until it  j is '  rot , t ill de papah done all ro t away . So dey 
come on de t tme • • • •  

(Just a moment . How far away was this place from where she was living ? Where 
she had to  go and bury it ? )  

She wuz livin ' right here [Vicksburg , Miss . ]  
(And how far did she go to bury it ? )  
She done go bury da t box aroun ' j is '  about 106 miles . I t  wouldn ' t b e  suffi

cient , she tole her , says , " Bury it roun ' dese part s . "  Dey wanted tuh go ' way 
off an ' bury it , so it could be  all straight place . 

[Now that  the principal trouble was a l l  straight place , straightened out , the 
old fairy-tale theme of misfor tune af ter misfortune occur s ;  or as we might say 
today, the PePils of Pauline begin . ]  

An ' so in d e  beginnin ' of de  ttme,  she wuz worried den wit ' er haid . She 
[doctoP ' s  wife ]  says , " I t look like our plans wuz worryin ' ' er haid . 11  So , she 
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a.11. ' er ,  "Well , ah tell yuh zac tly whut tuh do fo ' yore haid . "  She went an ' go1 
a J!ace - she got a herb an ' took some aePome , dis here aePPone� aePPome dust an 
CD1e her tuh mix it up . 

�t dust ?  WHAT IS CERROME DUST? )  
CtaftJme dust .  
�t is tha t ? ) 
�e dust? Well , I COULDN ' T  TELL YUH whut it is unlessen ah wuz dere,  j is 

� dey put it in ' er han ' . It ' s  dust - aePPome dust . 
(DO YOU BUY IT ? )  
liD ,  yuh can ' t - yuh can ' t buy it . YUH CAN ' T  BUY IT , YUH SEE SHE WUZ DEALIN ' 

111:1' A HOODOO WOMAN AN ' DAT ALL SHE DO ' S  [MAKES HOODOO DUST S ]  - nuthin but dem .  
Ala' she bad some aePPome dust . 

[Tbe reader may notice I do no t ask informant to spell aePPome or whatever th1 
...m is. From experience it would have been a waste of t ime . ] 

AD' tole her tuh mix da t [ aePPome dust] wit sweet milk - how tuh fix ,  yuh see 
s.e sbaved ' er how tuh use dis dust . She mix it wit some sweet milk an ' drink i· 
I'D' her baid . [Tell ' er ]  fo ' her tuh s t ir it . Tell ' er ,  "Don ' s t ir it evah min· 
lite." See , she tole her tuh stir it about evah half a hour . She say, "Now don ' 
'iiir it evah minute , stir it evah half a hour . "  Well , she stirred it evah half � 
a..r like she tole her an ' she tole her , she say , "Now aftah stirrin '  it evah 
a.!£ a hour be sure an ' DON ' TALK WIT NOBODY IN DE LENGT ' OF SIX DAYS . "  She say 
-r. de lengt ' of six days den ,  yuh talk wit someone .  Den she say, " In de lengt ' 
.t de time yuh stay in yore house fo ' about three weeks . Stay in yore house 
tk'ee weeks in de lengt ' of de t ime . " So she stayed in ' er house fo ' de lengt ' 
.t de time of three weeks , but de lengt ' of dem six days she didn ' t  talk wit any· 
taay fo ' de lengt ' of de six days . But she talked wit somebody de lengt '  of de  
tk'ee weeks , b ut  it  wuzn ' t j is '  tuh anyone , [ it wa s ]  j is '  intuh yore home an ' o� 
!!;'le. An ' den aftah she dr ink de sweet milk an ' aePPome dust wpich wuz mixed 
.. stirred in de lengt ' of t ime she tole us tuh do it - evah ha lf hour . Yuh 
t.Dw, ah knows what ah ' m  talkin ' about ' cuz ah done explain mahself ovah it . An 
� stirred it up good . An ' so she pepped - taken an ' pepped up [ improved ] ,  yuh 
t.aw, what effected ' er haid or somepin . 

Den, anothah thin ' wuz done [and ] aPossed ' er aga in [ano ther spell wa s put on 
�1 ] .  Her mind become [ inj ured? ] so she had tuh go back tuh ' im  ag ' in [ to the 
�. not his wife ] . 

(Her mind became sort of inj ured ? )  
Yea, her mine - she had tuh go back tuh ' im  ag ' in .  So , she [ cousin]  say , 

-.n_n - she tole mah mothah . 
(Where was this man living at the time? ) 
This man he stayed at [ something ] Miss . 
(this man wa s in Berwin [or Berbig or  Erwin] Mis s ? )  
Ervin [ o r  Berwin] Miss . His name is DoatoP Fox - Fargo , a preachah-like 

(faith healer ? ] . 
(Fargo- Fargo ? )  

Fargo , dat ' s  ' is name . Anybody kin show ' im  tuh yuh . So - it costs [plenty ] 
t.b see him , yuh know. Co ' se [of course]  mah folks knew about da t ,  knew about d1 
JaftdS, yuh know. An ' so she went on den - went out intuh de woods where he wuz 
!!t aD' tuh see ' im  ag ' in - went dere a t  night roun ' about ten a ' -clock da t night 
a.hthin ' wuz workin ' all right . Her ha id , yuh know. Her side wuz all secured 
... evahthin ' like dat , yuh know. Go t da t all fixed up an ' evahthin ' .  An ' den ,  
.. dat she went on back . She have tuh see him ag ' in .  So she went tuh call on 
• t.  at night an ' he wuzn ' t home . [ If she was there by appo intment , this looks 
Ub ano ther magic delay . ] An ' de people tole her , say , "Wait aroun ' about till 
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ten a ' clock , " he ' d  be in . Aroun ' about ten a ' clock he ' d  arrive dere . So she wuz 
tellin ' ' im d en about ' er mine wuz upset . An ' so he tole her , say , "Well , ah 
tell yuh now about yore mine . Ah wan ' chew GIT DIS WHITE HORSE HOOF . 

(White horse wha t ? }  
A white horse - a real white horse . 
(Yes? } 

An ' , it wuz a boy wuz out in de [ back yard ] . 
[ She may have said a boy was in the pen ! ] 
(It  wa s a wha t ? }  
I t  wu z  a white horse in d e  back yard . 
[A dOatoP with a white horse as one of his stage pPops . ]  
(Yes? } 

An ' went an ' sent an ' go t a little boy fo ' him tuh br ing d is white horse back 
up tuh ' tm . An ' he brought de white horse up dere where she wuz at , an ' he 
brought de white horse ' roun ' about twelve a ' clock dat night . It wuz a little 
boy . An ' de little boy brought ' im  dere an ' so she wuz stand in '  out dere in de 
back yard - fo ' nobody else , no one tuh be out dere but dem. An ' he tole her , he 
say , "Now, dere ' s one thin ' yuh have tuh do . Yuh have tuh f in '  a man roun ' about 
58 yeahs ole" - 58 dat she could trust . An ' she got a man roun ' about 58 yeahs 
ole - lif e  de horse ' s  foot , de hoof undah ' is feet . Took de hoof an ' picks de 
stuff out from undah de hoof of  ' is feet an ' go t some of dis Salada Tea [ ? ]  an ' 
f ixed some of dat stuff da t he scraped out from de hoof of dat white horse ' s  
foo t . Git some [ ? ]  tea . 

(What kind of tea ? }  
Seedless tea . [Not Salada Tea , a brand name for commercial tea . ] 
(Seedless?  Where do you get that ? }  
Well , ah ain ' t  nevah bought none . 
[This is  no t a stoPe tea but a Poot tea . ] 
( I  see . [ I  �nder stood seedless or leafless tea . ] Did he make it there ? }  
He mixed i t  ' isself . He mixed dat herb an ' all , yuh see . 
(After he got this man to d ig this off - get this stuff off the horse ' s  hoof ? }  
Yes . 
(I  see . All right , go ahead . }  
An ' af tah dey go t d is [ seedless] tea an ' dat stuff from de  hoof of ' is foo t , 

he tole ' em , say , "Now when yuh git ready tuh git it out , "  he tole dem, "now, yuh 
have tuh make de sign of de  cro s s ;  YUH MAKE DE SIGN OF DE CROSS TUH GIT IT OUT . "  
WHEN ANYTHIN ' TUH BE DONE AN ' YUH GOT A WHITE HORSE NOW , JIS ' TAKE IT TUH DE EDGE 
OF DE WATAH . [ In] dis place da t horse will nevah git out nowhere .  Yuh do dere , 
yuh ' ll see him way down [ near the water ] . Yuh kin j is '  whistle an ' de horse will 
come . 

[For a patient to whistle for the white horse was a little tPiak in itself ! ]  
An ' dey wrapped it up , af tah he go t d e  [ seedless ]  tea wit de stuff off d is 

horse ' s  foo t , an ' den he went intuh ' is kitchen , he did , an ' got a bo ttle wit 
some oil on top of it [ a  snake ] . It wuz j is '  like a little snake wuz in de 
bot tl e ,  it  wuz . 

[This was no t the usual preserved snake some doatoPs kept in bottles , suppo s
edly snakes removed from patient s .  (For snakes in j ars  at Algier s ,  La . ,  see 
INTRODUCTION , p . XL ,  7 lines from bo ttom of page ; for snake therapy , see pp . 66-73 , 
and elsewhere . }  This wa s a bo ttle of o il ,  probably olive oil , with a very small 
artificial snake inside . Or was it ar tificial? In any case we have snake oi l ,  
once a common remedy but already rare back in the late 3 0 ' s . The dOatoP 's psy
chosomatic mediaal treatment now begins . ]  

An 1 aftah he got dat [ bottle]  he made some mo t ions ovah ' er face wit ' is 
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�· · - ' cuz ah used tuh go wit ' em  all de t ime ,  yuh know, cuz ah used tuh stay 
�e right where mah mo thah wuz . She [ patient ] wuz mah firs ' cousin,  too . So 
� wuz cured . An ' ah wuz working wit ' em  mahsel f an ' makin ' money . An ' he madE 
.a.e signs ovah ' er face an ' den she brought on back home - she come on back homE 
-.· . . . .  

(Be held this bo t tle before her? ) 
Held de bo t tle wit one han ' an ' made some signs ovah ' er face,  an ' den he took 

a 1ittle of dat oil an ' po ' ed it in ' is han ' an ' rubbed ' er haid ovah wit it  likE 
� - an '  aroun ' ' er j aws an ' back of  ' er neck.  An ' den she become , she had dis 
GCbah stuff wit ' out de appendic itis . An ' when she got ready tuh go out , he tole 
r• say , "Now yuh stan ' up in de door an ' when yuh s tan ' up in de door , "  he say , 

U VAN '  CHEW TUH LOOK AROUN ' QUICK THREE TIMES . "  DAT ' S  TO GIT ' ER MINE BACK.  
(Look around quick three t imes ? ) 
Yeah, cuz yuh know ' er mine wuz fZusterated. An ' she looked aroun ' j is '  threE 

c:t.ea l ike he tole her - right fast , yuh know . An ' he tole her , "Now, ah wan ' 
� tuh stan ' quick . STAN ' QUICK ! "  An ' he say , "Ah wan ' chew tuh strike yore 
... , down by yuh j is ' l ike da t 1 an ' STRIKE YORE HAN ' THREE TIMES . "  She struck 
•_. han ' three times . An ' he say , "NOW I WAN ' CHEW TUH LOOK EAST . "  Den she loolc 
ei east right quick.  An ' he said , "Now , WHEN YUH LOOK EAST AH WAN ' CHEW TUH BACI< 
.... See, dat ' s  tuh git ' er mine agoin '  an ' comin ' , see . Yuh see , ' er mine wuz 
.11 upsetted . Yuh see , wan ' a  git  ' er mine go in 1 an ' comin ' . An ' af tah she did 
.. t. den he tole her , said , "Now" [ cyl inder changed along in here] . He said , 
� - he had a big bo ttle . He had a b ig bottle,  de  bo t tle wu z  roun ' , j is '  
�t dat big - a big quart bo t tl e,  he had . He carried it tuh de druggist de
�t [ a place where he kept some bo t tles ] . HE CARRIED ' EM  TUH DE DRUGGIST 
... AR.'DfENT . He said , "Now , ah ' m  goin ' tuh, " he said - HE TURNED ON A BIG LIGHT , 
.ee. [Some other doctor somewhere in HOODOO turns on a big light. ] 

(Be had a d::t'Uggist department in his own home? )  
In his own home . 
(I see . )  
She didn ' t tell - yuh know , ah couldn ' t see it , yuh know - tole me of it . An ' 

.. TURNED ON A GREAT BIG LIGHT AN ' DEN HE TURNED DE LIGHT OUT RIGHT QUICK, an ' hE 
-"• "Now" - an ' HE TURNED ON ANOTHAH LITTLE BITA LIGHT . Didn ' t know he had so 
� stuff aroun ' dere . Go t all kin ' a  thin ' s ,  individual ,  evahthin ' - he go t 
�e. He wanted [ her ] tuh see wha t kin ' a bones he had . HE WANTED TUH GIT ' ER 
lllm1 TUB SEE WHAT DID SHE KNOW . He ast ' er ,  "Whut wu z  dis here . "  Well , he ' d  
� anothah thin ' . I t  wuz made in a shape SOMEPIN L IKE A ALLIGATOR [ perhaps a 
-.., alligator stuffed ] . He [animal ] had , yuh know , all dat hard stuf f [ scales ] 
.. ' is back, layin ' in right s ide of [beside ] de watah [beside the pump or water 
�t] . An ' HE HAD ANOTHAH THIN ' . HE AST ' ER WHUT WUZ DAT . She tole  him, 
� .  dat LOOK LIKE A LITTLE GOAT-LIKE . "  [ He probably showed her the circle of  
a.e Zodiac in an almanac , po int ing a finger to  Capricorn , the sign of  the Goat . ]  
� .  den he had ano thah thin ' up here looked - diff ' ren ' thin ' s  aroun ' here . HE 
eDle her , say he didn ' t wan ' ' er tuh talk over dat . Ast ' er could she stan ' it ,  
� know . Well , he had do se in dere,  DOSE DEGREES HE WUZ CARRYIN ' ' ER  THROUGH , 
tab see could ' er mine stan ' it . 

(rbose were the degrees he was carrying her through to see whether her mind 
caald stand it . I under stand . )  

tub see could ' er mine stan ' it , dem ' grees yuh know he wuz carryin ' ' er 
llauuah, tuh see could ' er mine stan ' it . An ' so den , he carried ' er den tuh a 
l!ttle place where it wuz nuthin but right smart wit snakes an ' diff ' ren thin ' s  
� dat . An ' dere wuz some thin ' s  lookin ' like diff ' ren kin ' a  creatures , bones 
... thin ' s like dat ,  an ' she become frightened an ' star t tuh holler . An ' den he , 



1938 - Memo ir s of Alma Egan Hyatt Founda tion -

sa id he knowed he kin ' a  had ' er mine kin ' a  s traight - somepin like dat . 
An ' so , see , dat man tole her , say , "Now, take dis bo t tle whut ah g ive yuh , "  

what wuz fixed [ here probably meaning dressed, mag ically prepared ] . Had dis bot
tle in his han ' , af tah he made de mo tions . Well he didn ' t . - tole her tuh rub ' er 
han ' s  on de bot tle fo ' [ four ] times . 

(Wha t ? ) 
He tole her tuh rub ' er han ' on de bot tle fo ' t imes . An ' she rubbed ' er han ' 

on de bo ttle fo ' t imes j is '  like he tole her . He sa id , "Now, turn de bo ttle 
a-loo se . "  An ' she turned de bot tle a-loose . An ' he sa id , "Now" - ast ' er how 
did she feel . She sa id , "Well , ah feels pur t ty good . "  She sa id , "Ah feels mo ' 
[more ]  bettah dan ah did feel . " An ' so den ,  her laig , her laig wuz a lit tle bit 
o f - about la igs , her laigs look like dey wuz kin ' a  comin ' kin ' a  swellin ' .  An ' 
den he tole ' er ,  say - she say, "Well , Doc , ah 'm no t able tuh j is '  come an ' pay 
yuh fo ' de laigs an ' all de trouble , anythin ' like dat , becuz ah ' m  j is '  about 
broke now . 

(Wait a minute ! How long had this been going on? How long had she been ill , 
now? About ? )  

It happened in " thirty" . He cured ' er from ' 30 to ' 3 6 .  
(He worked on her three years? ) 
[My three must have come from something informant had said though unrecorded . ]  
Yeah , ' 30 to ' 36 .  
(He must have go t a lot of money out of her , didn ' t  he? ) 
Well , he did . Yuh know , took a long while yuh know tuh git ' er well . 
( I  see . ) 
An ' so , de girl den she sa id she ' d  have tuh [ go ]  home . So he tole her tuh 

come back about de nex ' time - come in two weeks . He tole her tuh come back 
about in de nex ' two weeks . He tole her tuh go home an ' look up undah de step· 
an 1 dat she would find a bone - well , layin ' right up undah de heart of de step 
not very far from de pillah [pillah , see later ] o f  de house . Yuh know , some 
houses go t dese pillahs an ' thin ' s - go t dese pillahs an ' like undah dere:-l small 
houses in the country , espec ially in low-lying land , rest upon four or more pil
lar s or foundation blocks of various kinds , l eaving an air or a crawl spac e under 
house . ]  Well , de pillahs wuz what we wuz talkin ' about . Yuh bury it undah de 
step s - right across it like a lady wuz comin ' , yuh know . [ I  didn ' t know and 
still don ' t . ] See , layin 1 right dere on de side - dere wuz a bone layin ' right 
�. It wuz a bone wit a hole in i t . He tole her , he said , "Yuh go up undah 
�. undah de house , an1 

�h dig two feet undah de groun ' an ' yuh go dere an ' 
yuh look down . " He sa id , When yuh look down in de groun 1 , "  an ' he sa id , "den 
yuh git down on de groun ' two t imes . Git on de groun ' two t imes , "  he sa id , "and 
yuh take yuh a fork an ' dig down in dere an ' yore han ' will become numb . " An ' 
she dug down , set on de groun ' two times tuh dig , an ' dug down wi t de fo ' k  twic e 
like he tole her . An ' ' er han ' become numb . He sa id , "Yuh don ' t  have tuh hol
ler . Don ' t holler fer anyone , j is '  tuh git it ' er self . An ' she dug dere an ' 
she brought de bone out . An ' de bone wuz j is '  about like dat . De bone had holes 
in it . An ' he tole her tuh g it de bone an ' bring de bone tuh ' im , an ' he would 
take de bone an ' he would know how tuh use de bone . Yuh know, tuh do fer de 
bone . So in de comin ' two weeks she took de bone tuh ' im an ' da t HOODOO MAN kept 
�· An 1 he took dis bone , he did , an ' put it into a plac e somepin like a x-ray 
BOX JIS ' SOMEPIN LIKE D I S  IS [MY TELEDIPHONE I ]  - a box . An ' he had dat bone f ix
ed [dressed] .  But de bone wuz a kin ' a  bone of a per son-like - kind ' a  skeleton
bone-like . But dis bone wuz arustyfied, dis bone wuz fixed [dressed] .  Dis bone 
wuz r ed ,  dis bone wuz - dis bone wuz throwed undah de house . De dbator said dis 
bone wuz throwed in de house . An ' by d i s  bone wuz shoved up undah de house , an ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t  - Rootwork - 1939 

� baby ha d  de bone , an ' by de baby havin ' de bone , de bone bein ' outdoors ,  yuh 
t.u. diff ' r en dog or somepin o thah mus ' have carried it undah de house - foolin ' 
.raan' wit it or somepin . But it  wuz somepin like a skeleton bone . 

An '  he worked on da t bone an ' had some d:l'alJJin ' powdah - some powdah da t wuz 
��e an ' wuz made in somepin othah j is '  like - made kinda like , well , yuh evah 
8eeD dis here sugah dust-like? Sugar-white dust  [what we used to call powdered 
...-r. now called confec tioner ' s  sugar ] wuz made j is '  like dat . An ' took dis 
... �.  dis sugah-white dust an ' rubbed dat bone . Rubbed it . Put dat powdah ovah 
� bone an ' rubbed it . Den he took de bone , he did , an ' he rubbed i t  ovah ' er 
�. he did , all de way where it wuz hurtin '  ' er - plumb down tuh ' er feet  an ' 
��hin ' . An ' den he tole her he had a boy what he kept at ' is house all de 
tt.e. It ' s  a boy dat works wit ' fm - he keep s dere wit ' fm  all de time . An ' he 
taoken de bone den , an ' he took ' er an ' carried ' er on to de place dey called de 
Little Lake , called de Little Rivah of [ Joe-eye? ] .  

(Row, what was the name of that  lake ? )  
The Rivah of Nugei . 
(The river or lake? ) 
De rivah . It ' s  a lit tle rivah called Nugei . 
(Bugei ? )  
De new GI - Nugei . 
�t county in Mississippi is that ? )  
Dat ' s  in - don ' t know j is '  whut county Glen Ellen [Allan] is . 
(Oh, up near Glen Ellen [Allen] ? All right , let it go at  that . )  
See . Af tah carr ' in '  dis bone an ' ' er out on dis Nugei , he said he wouldn ' t  

� out dere until roun ' about twelve for ty-five . Dat ' s  a quar tah tuh one when 
.. sot ready tuh [ go ]  out dere . 

(rhat ' s  in the day? ) 
Bight . 
(I see . ) 
Be have tuh go out in de dark, an ' when he goes - when he went out dat night , 

.. aaid he ' d  have tuh have , tuh carry dem along . He took - he had took a snake . 
�· t know what kin ' it was ,  yuh see . An ' he wrapped it  up , he wrapped it up 
.raan' ' is arm . He wrapped de snake aroun ' ' is arm . It wuz [ for ] his enemy, 
.ee. Be wuz gittin '  rid of ' er ,  gittin ' de enemy away from roun ' , off of ' er 
,-b see , off ' er home . An ' he took de snake an ' wrapped it  aroun ' ' is arm like 
� . an ' put de snake intuh a covah [wrapped it in a cloth]  an ' took it an ' put 
JL iDtuh a - made a box-like for it  an ' put it in, put it  in a box . Well , now, 
.. soin' tuh brew de snake , brew de snake up , git rid of ' er [ enemies ] an ' de 
� - git rid of ' er enemies yuh see . An ' he carried ' er out intuh a bayou,  an ' 
�ied ' er intuh de middle par t s  of dat rivah . It ' s  a little lake but yuh see 
it runs right intuh a - spills right intuh a small little stream of a rivah , yuh 
.ee. 

(I see . ) 
[They went]  an ' ridin ' out in a bateau . What I mean about bateau, it ' s  a 

811££ . Put ' er intuh de skiff .  
[A bateau is usually a small light boat with flat bo ttom and tapering ends . ]  
�t do they call it , bat eau? ) 
Dey call it a bateau but it ' s  a skiff . What dey rides in , yuh know . It pad

�. but some people calls ' em  bateaus [ bateaux ] · but I ' ll explain it tuh yuh 
�tah . It ' s  a skiff . An ' ' er an ' de Doc an ' de boy , dat all dey used . Don ' t  
.-e anybody else , j is '  dem three . Dat ' s  de only one it could accomodat e ,  see . 
a.• carried ' er out intuh de middle par t s  of dat rivah an 1 he - an 1 tole her tuh 
� ' er han ' high as she could sit ' em, both han ' s high as she could . 
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(Both hand s up in the air ? )  
Both han ' s up high a s  she could git ' em .  An ' af tah she reach ' em  up in d e  

air , tole her , said , "Now turn to d e  east , turn yoreself tuh de east . "  She turn
ed ' erself tuh de east , an ' he sa id , "Now, as yuh turn yQreself tuh de east , "  he 
say , "ah wan ' chew tuh kick yore laigs straight up . " Kicked ' er laigs straight 
up . He say , "Now , ah wan ' chew tuh kick yore la igs straight south . Put yore 
laig s right straight south so yore laigs will become strong . "  An ' he say , "When 
dey become strong , ah wan ' chew tuh let me know . "  An ' so she j is ' turned ' er 
laig s strictly as f irs ' instructed .  He say , "Now , when yuh stretch dat one , ah 
wan ' chew tuh stretch de othah one . "  An '  she stretched dat othah one . He said , 
"Well , now, ah wan ' chew tuh stretch yore laig strong . Hold ' em  out , hold ' em  
out till yuh can ' t  hold ' em . "  An ' so she held ' em  an ' she held ' em  fo ' roun ' 
about - she held ' em  fo ' a t ime roun ' about f ive minutes , fur as she could hold 
it out . He said , "Now, hole de othah one out , a s  fur as yuh kin hold it . "  An ' 
den he took de snake what he had an ' took it out of de box an ' he said , "Now, it 
won ' t  hur t chew,  won ' t  hur t chew atall . "  An ' he wrapped it aroun ' . An ' so sh;-

wuz j us ' hollerin ' an ' holler in ' fo ' her l ife . 
(He wrapped it around her leg ? )  
He wrapped i t  aroun ' ' er laig , wrapped i t  all d e  way aroun ' ' er la ig . Af tah 

he got it aroun ' der e ,  he wrapped it so many more wraps . An ' den he tole de boy ,  
af tah d e  boy done dat , h e  tole d e  boy tuh git o n  - d e  boy got on ' is knees . He 
tole de boy , de boy got on ' is knees . He says , "Now, yuh hole yore han ' out like 
dat now, an ' say yore prayahs . An ' keep yore han ' goin ' like dis ,  sayin ' yore 
prayahs [ d emonstrates ] .  

(Keep your hand waving . )  
"An ' say yore prayahs . "  Hold ' is han ' s  hangin ' like dat , swingin ' like dat , 

an ' say ' is prayahs . An ' de boy did like he tole him tuh . De boy works wit ' im .  
D e  boy roun ' about sixteen years ole . He been wit ' im evah since he ' s  been a 
kid an ' he really - so de boy wuz swingin ' ' is han ' aroun ' like dat an ' sayin ' 
' is prayahs like dat . An ' so den ' er laig become strong ag ' in .  He tol e ,  said , 
"Now stan ' stra ight . "  An ' he tole de boy , "Now yuh take dat off . "  An '  de boy 
took it off . An ' he say , "Now put it on dat othah laig . "  An ' he tole him tuh 
swing ' is han ' out an ' say ' is prayahs . Swing ' is han ' out an ' say ' is prayahs . 
An ' de prayah dat he said wuz : "Lord , have dominion ovah de po ' [ poor ] , ovah ' er 
weakness an ' ' er sickness . "  

(Over the poor ? )  
"Ovah de po'. " Fo ' po ' ,  yuh see . See , she wuz po ' ,  yuh know . An ' ovah ' er 

sickness .  Dat ' s  wha t de boy wuz sayin ' , yuh know . 
(Over her what ? Poor ? )  
"Ovah ' er po ' ,  an ' have [ dominion] ovah ' er sickness . "  See , she had a real 

sickness .  An ' de boy wuz wavin ' ' is han ' s ,  sa yin ' , "Lord , have dominion ovah ' er 
po ' an ' de sickness" - ovah ' er sicknesses l ike dat . 

(What is this poor that she had ? )  
D e  po ' means dat she wuz down an ' she couldn ' t  be [ cured ] unless da t he had 

done it , or any othah per son didn ' t  even know, yuh know, her troubles or anythin ' 
like dat . An ' yuh see , he give it like he did ,  yuh see . Like dat . 

(Do you mean poor in the sense that  I am poor , or down and out ? )  
No , no , not dat po ' .  I mean , yuh know, po ' [poor ] soul - po ' soul in ' er body. 
(Poor soul , I see . ) 
Po ' soul in ' er body . 
( I  under stand now . ) 
Dat ' s  it , po ' soul in ' er body . An ' den ,  an ' as de boy made dat prayah , he 

tole d e  boy tuh take de snake away from roun ' der e .  De snake away from roun ' ' er 
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l&i&· An ' dey chased de snake back intuh de box . 
Cihere was this bone all tha t  t ime? } 
The bone? 
(Yes . }  
De bone - dey took de bone in dere where de snake wuz at . 
(Oh, the bone with the hole in , it  was in the box with the snake? } 

1941 

Vhere de snake wuz a t . Dat ' s  where de bone wuz at . It wuz in dere where de 
.aake wa s at . Hit wuz in dere from de beginnin ' .  Ah tole yuh dat right at de 
�iDnin ' , wuz keepin ' dat where de  snake wuz at . Wuzn ' t  takin ' dat out of dere,  
lteepin ' d at  where he  wuz at . An ' den aftah he  go t ready , he  said , "Stan ' roun ' 
about three hours . "  He tole her tuh stan ' up three hours straight . An ' he say , 
-non ' t  make no stan ' , don ' t say nuthin , an ' yuh ' ll be  free of ' em . Jis ' stan ' 
... [ demonstrates ] .  

(Just stand stra ight there . }  
Stan ' straight up . 
Por [ three hour s stra ight ] .  
(Get pretty t ired from that . }  

An '  aftah de three hours , den take de bone out of d e  box an ' j is '  throw it in 
de watah . Well , yuh see , he got plenty money fo ' dat ,  yuh know. 

(I see . } 
Take it out an ' tuh take it - aftah dey make an oath over dis bone - an oath • 

.J:la ' like ah make an oath ovah anythin ' ,  well , "God , have mercy an ' do so and so , 
.. • nevah tell ' em  about an ' nevah know nuthin . "  Well , dey took de bone . An ' 
� dey took de bone an ' dey cast it , throwed it away . 

CWbat about his wife? } 
Den he called . He called ' is wife tuh de  house . His wife wuz neah about a s  

poc1 as he is . An ' she tole de girl , she tole mah cousin , she say , "Now, how do 
yah feel ? "  [ I  mean] she a s t  ' m, his wife [a sked him] , "Why , how does she feel ? "  
.&a '  he say , "Why , she feels all right , "  say , " she feels all right , but she ' s  no t 
.time . " Den she came on , dey got ready an ' packed up . An ' dey give her a little 
'-ak.et - he d id .  

(Wait , j ust a moment . This night , did you go out there with her to the man ' s  
IDase'l } 

Ab went wit ' er twice ,  but she tole mah mothah how thin ' s ,  how evahthin ' would 
'-PPen, an ' mah mothah tole me . She wuz stayin ' dere,  all stayin ' tuhgethah yuh 
....... 

(How, what wa s in this basket now? } 
De basket ? Dey give her a little basket j is '  about like dis here . 
[ Informant point s to black switchbox of my Teled iphone , separate from the re

CIIDriing machine , about 6"x4"x2" , having on and off pushbuttons . There are many 
references to my black hat , which also rested on the interviewing table,  but this 
t. probably the only reference to the switchbox . ]  

Somepin l ike a little Eastah basket , yuh know. An ' in de ba sket what he give 
� vuz some d irt  from de graveyard . Give her a lot of dirt . Dis dirt , some of 
tt vuz green an ' it bad some hair in d is dirt . What ha ir it wuz I don ' t know, 
� it wuz hair like de hair off a person, yuh know. An '  he say , "Now, ah wan ' 
chew tuh take dis here dirt an ' git dis dirt , an ' ah wan ' chew tuh place it in 
a bucket . An ' yuh take it an ' aftah yuh place it in a "bucket , ah wan ' chew tuh 
dt a fern an ' plant it in dere . An ' take it an 1 let it stay outside fo 1 days . "  

(Was that an ordinary f ern she go t ? } 
Ordinary fern, an ' let it  stay out dere fo ' [for ] fo ' [ four ] days . 
[ Informant evidently pauses . ]  
(Yes , all right . }  

} 
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An ' aftah it stay out dere fo ' fo '
.
days , ah wan ' chew tuh place it in yore 

house , an ' let it grow in yore house ; an ' let it br ing peac e tuh yore home an' 
bring happiness back tuh yore home , an ' de home becomes strong . An ' aftah -
so she went an ' took de stuff like he tole her . She went an ' placed it in a 
bucket an ' fixed it so it would become a [ blessing ] tuh ' er home , an ' let it 
stayed out dere fo ' days . An '  den aftah dat lengt ' of  t ime ,  stayin ' out dere 
fo ' de t ime of fo ' days , she put it  in de house . Why den she tole de people , 
tole my mothah at least , dat she felt some bettah all ovah , from ' er laigs on 
up through ' er body , her haid an ' mind , an ' evahthin ' like dat . But one trouble 
she felt ag ' in , wuz ' er arms - in ' er arms . Somepin wuz wrong wit ' er arms . Her 
arms wuz kinda weakened ' fo '  [before ] dat . An ' den ,  so she written ' fm , she had 
written ' fm  a lettah . Ah seen dat mahself . She had written ' fm  a lettah . 

(Awhile back you said she was here in Vicksburg ? )  
A t  dat time she wu z  livin' in Vicksburg . 
( I  see . All right . )  
An ' de lettah whut he [doctor ]  sent ' er [ in reply] wuz a lettah whut it had 

two marks on it , on top of d e  inside of dat envelope . It wuz on de lettah two 
marks . [ On]  it wuz made two marks like two bones wit a skeleton haid [ skull ]  
on top , an ' two powdahs vit it tuhgethah , an ' direc t ions of dat - of do se word s 
wuz dat [ to  be continued] . 

[Here with the skull and crossbones we have the well-known poison label , an 
excellent example of a doctor aping a Doctor o f  Medic ine . (For this ap ing o f  
sc ient ific medic ine , see doctor label ing his o wn  med ic ine , p . 3 2 6 , line 28 f . ; a 
doctor testing drinking water ,  893, p . 3 2 6 ;  a doctor using ant isepsis , burning 
pat ient s clothes , 894 , p . 3 27 ; etc . )  Our doctor does not answer pat ient ' s  let
ter as informant thinks . (See SHE WON ' T  ANSWER DE LETTER, p . 319 ; and HE ' D  NEVER 
WRITE YOU MUCH, p . 319) . He sends to her a normally addressed envelope , but in
stead of a message is a smaller unaddres sed sealed envelope , containing on the 
outside the skull and crossbones, and on the inside the dirt - suppo sedly grave
yard dirt . Despite informant , the doctor 's instructions about the med ic ine (to 
be quoted in a moment )  were sent before or after the med ic ine to avoid the charge 
of prac t ic ing med ic ine or selling drugs through the mail . I have an excellent 
example of this rather common avo idance-of-law devic e in HOODOO v . l  or 2 ,  but I 
am unable to find it at the moment . The doctor 's direction about the med ic ine 
now follow : ] 

Take dese powdahs an ' put ' em  intuh some fresh cold watah, an ' take some ice 
an ' crush it an ' put it in dere . An' aftah crushin ' it an ' put tin ' it in dere , 
an ' den take it an ' po ' a little sweet milk ovah it . An ' den take it an ' let it 
kinda ' solve-like [dissolve-like] an ' put chew - put it intuh a - take a linen 
rag an ' soak it in dat , an ' wrap it [ rag ] aroun ' ' er arm . An ' den AT NIGHT TAKE 
FOUR OR FIVE STRINGS AN '  TIE IT [RAG]  AROUN ' ' ER  ARM REAL TIGHT an ' LET DAT STAY 
ON DERE TIGHT about - fo ' ABOUT TWO WEEKS AND A HALF . An ' den aftah it stayin ' 
on dere two weeks an ' half , den send fo ' ' fm . 

An ' den aftah she sent fo ' ' fm, he came down dere , yuh see . He says , "Now, 
I ' ll git evahthin ' outa yore house an ' it will become whole . " An ' he come down 
dere , he did - yuh know, HE LOOKS VERY DANGEROUS ANYHOW. 

[We have a considerable amount o f  information about the appearance of some of 
these doctors , see : pp . 294-301 ; my note about Doctor Buzzard of Norfolk, p . l515 ; 
photograph of Doctor Eng � among illustrations at end o f  HOODOO , v . 2 ;  etc . ]  

He come in dere , he did .  Ah wuz r ight der e .  He come in dere an ' he walks in 
de room an ' he looked . He looked in de cornah an ' he said , "Now,  I wan ' chew tuh 
take dis cornah here an ' sweep dis cornah out an ' take yuh a knife  an ' dig in dat 
cornah dere . [Corner and four-corners magic is common in hoodoo . ]  An ' yuh ' ll 
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,11;1% a uail outa de cornah . Dat nail dat yuh fin '  in da t cornah dere is a bad 
�. In dat cornah - dere ' s  a bad nail in dat cornah . Dere ' s  a nail j is 1 about 
�bf&. 11  Don ' t know how it got in dere . Dere wuz a nail in dere da t big [demon
.tra�es ] . 

(A spike? ) 
[Informant thinks I mean a railroad spike . ] 
ID� a spike , nail , in da t cornah . Ah nevah knowed dat a spike or nail could 

.._ [harm] anybody , but it wuz a big spike-nail j is '  about dat big . An ' it  had 
S£ ..a some skin-lak meat tied aroun ' it . An ' he took dis nail wit de meat-skin 
£led aroun ' it , an ' he took it an ' he tied it up tuh a piece of white cloth, he 
�- Some white cloth,  whut he did wit it . 

[Here i s  an amazing story . For the moment let us accept  it  as an accurate ac
� of what happened . Someone had this long-suffering woman nai led in a ao�. 

rfwes a person is buried in a corner o f  the yard or field . This is aornering 
a �euu. Here our rite begins with the magia sweeping as a prophylac t ic pre
cwwtinn. Evil spirits performing evil work d o  no t like t o  b e  swept with a dirty 
� or to b e  covered by dust  - so it  is said . The doator of  cour se is immune 
tm.. �bing the spirits can do ; the sweeping was for the woman ' s immunity , no t 
e. � ion a little psycho soma tic healing . Suppo sedly the woman finds sticking 
J�rty in the floor a spike nai l ,  ac tually a 6 or 8 penny nail , because a knife 
.... or knocks it out . Informant says , "Don ' t know how it  got dere . "  I do . 
� .  someone had stepped on a nail . To avo id blood po isoning , he had wrapped 
a J4ece o f  fat about the nail and hidden i t  (see FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  5165 , p . 228 ; for 
�iaa on nail , see 5154-517 2 ) . But how did the doator know this? He didn ' t .  
,. -d .  while the doator engaged the woman elsewhere ,  his young assistant handled 
� aail-in-the-corner situation. One thing I can say for the doator , he ac ted 
� to his beliefs . Someone , he thought , had nai led the woman in a corner . 
st.ce he could no t f ind the nail , he substituted ano ther one . Then he purified 
� .. 11 by wrapping it in white cloth.  Finally came the mo st  astonishing par t 
.._ die story . 1 

Aa' [dOator ] tied it [nail ]  up an ' wrapped it  up , an ' put it  right in a suit
- of ' is . 

(I BAVE JUST SAID THAT DOCTORS IMITATE M. D . ' s , BUT ONLY A GENIUS WOULD USE A 
IBEASB AS A MED !CAL KIT I ] 

- he went den - he said , "Now, dere ' s  somepin else hahmin ' [ harming ] dis 
k 1 . "  He tole dem,  he said , " It ' s  r ight about yore baid . "  An ' went right up 

' • de baid parts . [ Informant speaks ] Don ' t know dose people , how dey go t in 
�. Co ' se [of course]  mah people ' s  very frien ' ly ,  wouldn ' t  nevah watch ' em  or 

; •tn lak dat .  Don ' t care who wuz comin ' in . Wuz purt ty good livahs too , yuh 
...... An' he [ doator] come in dere an ' he foun ' a person of - a bo ' d-piece of 
.... jia' about lak dat ,  he did . A piece o f  bo ' d  wit three cornahs split in der� 
.. • .-de somepin lak intuh - made j is ' lak a casket-lak [ coffin-like] . But it  
... tbree marks acro ss it . 

(Like a coffin . ) 
iak a coffin .  It had three marks acro ss it . It  wuz layin ' right about dere 

(..r� t point s to bed in interviewing room] , fixed in de cornah of dat ba id
JiiR, An' he took dat out of dere . An ' he took • • • •  

(lD the bed or under the bed ? )  
Ia de baid . Right dere - right undah dere . 
�t kind of marks were acro ss it ? )  
(laformant demons trates . ]  
(.Jwaat lines like tha t ? )  

ID .  DO lines . Dere wu z  j is ' , yuh know, j is '  dis [ something ] mark wuz made . 
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(Like an [ interrogation mark] something of  that sor t ? )  
I t  wu z  made somepin [ like ] a " 2" . 
(Like a what ? )  
1 - 2 - 3 marks . 1 - 2 - 3 . 
See , wuzn ' t but three of  us in de house . It wuz mah mo thah an ' mah cous in an ' 

mahself . See , dey had numbePed us out [ on this coff in-board ] .  
( I  see . ) 
(Just l ike a "1" and a " 2 "  and a "3" on it ? )  
2 an ' 3 ,  but yuh see , de bo ' d  wuzn ' t no great big long bo ' d .  De bo ' d  wuz about 

lak dat . But yuh see , it wuz made in good [well-formed ] numbahs lak dat , j is '  
make lak on a typewr itah . It wuz cut good when dey go t ready tuh make it . But 
when dose numbahs wuz made , it wuz made an ' it wuz d.Pess-maPks [ the numbers were 
d.Pessed] . De numbahs on dere they took it an ' dug it out . He carried it in 
front o f  ' is eyes . In de position of  ' is light dere in de home where he wuz 
stayin ' at . An ' got it j is '  in ' is light an ' took it out an ' dere wuz marks , 
d.Pess maPks dere where we wuz layin ' - where she wuz layin ' in ' er baid . An ' I 
layed in d e  bed an ' I would take dat in such a length of time , an ' mah mo thah 
would take it in such a length of time , an ' each numbah had a d.Pess maPk on it . 

(You mean the address where you were living ? )  
Dose numbahs wuz d.Pessed. 
(How were they d.Pessed, do you know? ) 
Dey had a lit tle white somepin in dere an ' by it bein ' a little whit e it had 

green . An ' stuff wuz mixed - wuz kinda somepin like little streaks of blood run
nin ' through green an ' white spo t s  - dem green spo t s  in dere . See , dem numbah 
wuz on top of  da t stuff whut wuz in dat wood . It wuz planted through de wood , 
yuh see . It wuz somepin made kinda LIKE A MYSTERY ; see , it wuz more mystery dan 
anythin ' else . An ' - but anyhow, he pro tect  it by dese numbahs bein ' placed , yuh 
see , wit dis white stuff in dere . Jis ' like if yuh see a crack - if a table start 
tuh crack, yuh undahstan ' ,  an ' yuh take a knife an ' start tuh dig it out of dat 
crack, yuh see an ' den yuh would know j is '  what would git in dat crack.  Well , 
dat ' s  de way he upd.Pessed [und.Pessed] dat an ' took dat outa dere . An ' den he 
worked it out an ' took dat - all dat stuff an ' wrapped it up intuh a white piece 
of papah . Looked like he wrapped it up intuh a white sheet . He wrapped it up 
into d if f ' ren pieces an ' took it an ' tied it up tuhgethah an ' put it in a bag 
an 1 t ied d e  bag tuhgethah . An ' so he said he knowed where some more stuff wuz 
at . He went in de kitchen den .  An ' den went in de kitchen an ' went to a place 
in two of d e  cornahs in de chimney ,  call i t  d e  chimley-lak an ' yuh see , yuh go t 
a l ittle place dere got a little cornah dere where is de chimley . An ' he went 
back in dere an ' took out a l it tle gray - little box it wuz - little tin box it 
wuz . Somepin l ike dat wit a lot of  graveyard dust an ' diff ' ren stuff an ' all in 
it , in dat box . He took dat s tuff an ' he took an ' po ' ed it out into a little 
' bacco sack he did ,  an ' tole mah mothah an ' tole us , he said , "Well yuh all wuz 
well [i:r:ed - dere ' s some smart folks wha t had yuh all [i:xed. "  An ' de home -
af tah he loo sed de home up , de home become feelin ' lak it wuz a home . 

An ' dose people what wuz s tayin ' by us , wuz dere , wuz comin ' dere all de time . 
Dey wuz stayin ' dere by us . Dey becomes tuh gittin ' feelin ' bad . Dey wuzn ' t by 
dereselves lak nobody ought tuh be - f irs ' up an ' f irs ' down . Firs ' up an ' f irs ' 
down . Firs ' - an ' de las ' one , he goin '  tuh Louisiana , her husban ' did .  An ' den 
' er son, he moved down , way down here tuh Natchez . An ' she lef ' an ' she - dey 
all got scattahed an ' lef ' dere home . 

An ' den ,  de Doc he said , "Well , " he sa id - he ast ' em could he git de privil.ege 
o f  goin ' nex ' do ' an ' talkin ' wit ' em , dat he could tell who dey are an 1 what dey 
wuz [ doing to them] . Dey tole him, "Yeah . " He went ovah dere - got de privilege 
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81 aoin ' ovah dere talkin ' wit ' em .  An ' [ when he returned to his pat ient and 
�J'] he looked ' em  in de  eyes an ' he said , "Yes , dere wuz dere consc ience • 
.._ are de ones go t chew. " Say , "Dem de ones got chew, an ' dem de ones dat yuh 
all done had such a hard session wit , all dis Zonq-bein ' time . " An ' so de g irl , 
... cousin, she wuz , yet she wasn ' t lingahin ' atall but she wasn ' t  j is '  strong . 
A.' den he give her a bo ttle o f  o il .  Now , dis o il wuz f er greasin ' , or some 
� kinda o il .  Ah don ' t  [ know] wuz it screening [ ? ]  o il or [ what ] it fo ' ,  or 
tD' ac.epin .  But a h  know i t  wu z  some sorta o il he g ive her . An ' he tole huh tuh 
.-e dis oil three times a day an ' don ' t  miss nary - yuh know, none of de hour s or 

•Jn lak dat . He tole  huh tuh take it evah hour an ' (mis s ]  none of de days , arr 
�· buh tuh take it fo ' three months straight an ' den she become - she become 
w«rataht . An ' den she used dis stuff on an ' on, on an ' on, fo ' de three month ' s  
tt.e an '  become a real natchel [ natural ] g irl . 

AD '  den he tole huh , he said , "Now yuh go out an ' git chew flowahs . Dis way 
.. • ao dat side dere.  Two flowahs on dat side an ' two flowahs on da t side , an ' 
� aae flowah back here an ' one f lowah tuh de front . "  An ' he say , "Now yuh git 
..._a eg8 1 g it de  shells . "  An ' she got de shell s .  Dat wuz po int in ' tuh ' er del . 
� aot de one dat wuz pointin ' tuh de east ,  an ' one dat wuz po intin ' tuh de 
�· An' he say , "Now yuh take dat dir t  out of  dose shells whut yuh got , an ' 
� � all dat when yuh g it it , an ' all do se flowahs an ' all dat , an ' yuh place 
.- intuh a - don ' evah j is ' take dem an ' j is ' throw ' em  away . "  He say , "Yuh j is' 
tate it an ' yuh j is '  place it intuh mah l ittle sack . "  Place dem intuh dis sack 
� he had dere . 

Be say now, he made dem - he goin ' tuh git rid of ' em  altuhgethah, burn ' em  
-.£ of de way . An ' he took it an ' placed intuh de sack an ' tole ' em  how tuh make 
� £ire. She made a f ire lak he tole ' er an ' make a f ir e .  Make a f ire no t of 
.. - oo t  out o f  no coal or anythin ' lak dat ,  but j is '  make somepin lak a paste
.... fire . An ' make a pastebo ' d  f ire but don ' even burn it in de grate or an�
�· lak dat , but burn it outdo ' s , becuz it wouldn ' t  smell right in dese places . 
A.' she come an ' lak he tole us tuh make de pastebo ' d  f ire outdo ' s  an ' dump dat 
-.ff right in dere,  sack an ' all , an ' lay it right on de f ire . He say,  "Now, 
.a.. :JUh make d e  f ire an ' put de stuff in dere, " he said , "ask de Lord tuh have 
--c:y• on yuh . "  See , j is ' put it in dere an ' ask de Lord tuh have mercy on yuh , 
... de fire will come an ' j is '  burn . An ' she mus ' stay right dere until evah
_..., gone [ burned up ] . An ' af tah dat ,  he said , "When it become ashes , den yuh 
tate de ashes up . An ' aftah yuh g it de  ashes , den yuh take it an ' yuh let de  boy 
� �dy j is '  go dere an ' take a shovel an ' dig it up . An ' put dose a shes in 
� an • covah it ovah, an ' evahthin ' will b e  all right . "  

(Did she get well then? ) 
Sbe got well . 
(I see , but that took three years to do that . )  

'!'Dolt three years . 
(rhis was your sister ? )  
llah cousin . 
(Oh, your cousin, that got well . Now, how did the whole story begin .  You 

�· t tell me how she happened to get - her husband happened to do that stuff 
tD her . Then - how did the story begin, from the very beginning ? )  

De story begins , a lady wuz comin ' in our house - wuz transferrin ' ,  j is lak . 
� see , mah cousin an ' dis woman, dey wuz goin ' tuhgethah a lot an ' dey - yuh 
�. dey would eat an ' dr ink an ' she ' d  f ix salads fo ' her an ' mah cousin would 
fiE salads fo ' her . An ' so dey becomin ' s  tuh - mah cousin would dress nice . 
� . she j es '  wouldn ' t ,  yuh know, dress lak mah cous in would . An ' den she asked 
_. cousin , she tole  her , she say , "Well , "  she say, "yuh know ah haven ' t  got 
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little thin ' s-lak . "  She said , "Yuh know nice thin ' s  lak yuh is . "  She says , 
"Well , "  she says , "Well ,  ah go t some thin ' s but ah j is '  couldn ' t  let anybody have 
mah thin ' s tuh put on an ' weah an ' go out . "  An ' she say , "Co ' se far as dr inkin ' 
an ' eat in ' an ' loanin ' , "  she say , "ah don ' min ' loanin ' yuh lit tle thin ' s - a 
little somepin ah don ' j is '  weah mahself . "  An ' so den de girl den ,  she comes tuh 
have malices against ' er ,  yuh see . An '  den - an ' she had little light malices . 
An '  she come dere one mawnin ' - nobody wuzn ' t  sayin ' anythin ' atall tuh ' er ,  yuh 
know, an ' ah wuzn ' t even payin ' attention ' cuz ah wuz workin ' at de time .  An ' so 
she said - ah heard ' er tellin ' de girl , she said , "Ubmm, yuh got a nice little 
home here , an ' ah think dis home is fine . "  So she come dere an ' she wuz sottin '  
[ sitting ] aroun ' dere an ' talkin ' - talked wit ' er an ' talked wit ' er .  An ' so 
mah cousin tole her , said , "Now, listen , " she said ,  "yuh know ah ' ve been nice tuh 
yuh an ' 1 " she say 1 " I  don ' see where yuh would want tuh fall out wit me or any
thin ' lak dat . "  So , dat evenin ' - she come by dere dat evenin ' 1 mah cousin did ,  
an ' she didn ' t speak tuh ' er .  She looked off . Mah cousin spoke tuh ' er an ' she 
said , "Hello . "  Spoke tuh ' er an ' looked off lak dat . She looked off j is '  lak 
dat [ demonstrates ] .  An ' ·  so dat mawnin ' , mah mothah, she wuz comin ' down de s teps, 
an ' so she wuz sweepin ' our gallery off . An '  she wuz sweepin ' ' er gallery off an' 
she ain ' t nevah turned aroun ' - didn ' t  even said , "Well , how yuh Miss" or nuthin 
lak dat . Ain ' t said nuthin , sort of looks through ' er .  An '  so , all de time ,  
a in ' t  nobody evah knovin ' it , she wu z  comin ' in , yuh know. An ' not thinkin ' she 
had any kinda malice or any kinda disagreement in de home atall , or wha t wuz she 
doin ' tuh de home or anythin ' lak dat or anythin ' .  So in drinkin ' an ' dischargirr 
an ' goin '  on lak dat - ain ' t nevah knowin ' whut mattahs or anythin ' lak dat kin ' -
about ' er havin ' a pair , her loanin ' ' er a pair of stockin ' s ,  an ' she ast ' er fo ' 
her s tockin ' s .  Why, she become j is '  lak - angry yuh know fo ' her quality so she 
could wear it , yuh see . 

So , d e  girl , she tole her , she says , "Now, yuh know we been out chere - dis 
girl whut , yuh know, come ovah tuh reconc ile - dis one whut ' s  go t dis o thah home 
here whut done all dis vreckin ' fo ' u s ,  yuh see . Mah cousin tole her , say, "Ah 
don ' t  see what ah done fo ' yuh tuh do - fo ' tuh act lak yuh do . "  ' Cuz , see , she 
laked de girl . She didn ' t wan ' de girl tuh fall out , it bein '  dat ' er an ' de  
girl wuz  workin ' tuhgethah an ' evahthin ' lak dat yuh know . Didn ' t  wan ' de girl 
tuh fall out or nuthin . Always try tuh be  nice neighbahs tuh anybody, yuh know. 
Yuh know, don ' try tuh j is '  live an ' no t let ' em  think we mo ' [more]  dan anybody 
else , ' cuz we ain ' t go no mo '  dan anybody else - j is '  live . An ' so da t evenin ' ,  
d e  girl tole her dat nex ' comin ' week, she said , "Now, yuh needn ' t  speak tuh me 
no mo '  1 1 1  she say , " I  a in ' t paht iclah [ par t icular ] about havin ' nuthin tuh do wit 
chuh . "  She say ,  "Ah ain ' t even knowin yuh . MAH NAVEL STRING WUZN ' T  CUT TUH YUH." 

(What does that mean? )  
D e  girl tole her , say, she needn ' t  speak tuh ' er no mo ' ' cuz , see , heP nave l  

stPing wuz cut tuh 'eP.  Say she didn ' t have tuh have anythin ' tuh d o  wit ' er .  
( She said heP nave l stPing wsn ' t  cut thPough heP? ) 
WUan ' t  cut th�ugh 'eP.  Said she didn ' t  have tuh have anythin ' tuh do wit 

' er .  An ' so she said , "Becuz ah think as much of mahself as anybody do ' s  
dereself . "  Jis ' lak dat .  

[The expreasion is : MAH NAVEL STRING WUZN ' T  CUT THROUGH YUH . "  We are differ
ent persons . ]  

(I  see . ) 
An ' so mah cousin tole her , said , "Well , ah haven ' t  done anythin ' tuh yuh . 

Co ' se if yuh j is '  wanta fall out , "  she said , "why it ' s  j is '  up [ f inished ] wit us 
den .  It make it all right wit me . It ' s  all right wit me . "  Jis ' lak dat . "Be
cuz ah ain ' t  done nuthin tuh yo ' • " An '  dey went on an ' dey j is ' parted , yuh know. 
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AD' den she would cro s s  de yard an ' nobody wouldn ' t  pay no ' tention , yuh know. 
Aa' uobody wouldn ' t  - yuh know, wouldn ' t  pay no 1 tent ion crossin ' no yard . If 
� crossin ' de yard , [ nobody] would j is '  outstop ' er from crossin ' de yard , ' cuz 
we aevah d id ' sp ic ion [ suspect ] or anythin ' of de kin ' lak dat , yuh know . [ No 
... suspected she would cast a spell . ]  Co ' se she had a mothah an ' she started 
t.la � in . An '  ' er mothah come in an ' she j is ' - yuh know, funny [ queer ] , lak 
.. �. See , it wuz three of ' em . Dere wuz ' er mothah an ' ' er husban ' ,  see . An ' 
• er  busban ' ,  well he quit havin ' anythin ' tuh do wit me - wit all of us , yuh--
�. Didn ' t  have anythin ' tuh do wit us . An ' so ah come by dere one evenin ' an' 
� ca.e ovah d ere on de gallery [ porch] where ah wuz at an ' he wuz tellin ' me 
wllare some work wuz at . So , ah tole ' im , ah say,  "Ah lakes tuh have a j ob ,  pro
�· if ah could git a j ob an ' git a little somepin out of de j ob . "  Co ' se ah 
-.IJin' t  wanta git a j ob an ' wouldn ' t  git much in de j ob .  "Well , "  he said , "Ah 
tall yuh whut ' s  goin ' on, but yuh don ' t  nevah come an ' tell me whut ' s  go in ' on 
-.11. "  Ah say , "Well , I hunt s yuh an ' try tuh tell yuh , but yuh don ' t  be aroun ' 
wllare ah kin tell yuh whut ' s  goin ' on . "  Yuh see . So , lak he became angry ' cuz -
lak ah wouldn ' t  j is '  look fo ' him,  or go hunt ' im  up or somepin , or go downtown 
� de cafe or somepin an ' look ' im up - take him out of de cafe or somepin an ' 
IK1aa ' im  where tuh git ' im  a j ob or somepin lak dat . An '  he wuz speakin ' [ to us] 
.... JUh know, ' cuz we had de l ight s burnin ' , yuh know, an ' all lak dat yuh see . 
� toov, great malice ag ' inst us , yuh see . An ' dey wuzn ' t  - some people is j is '  
J!!loaa, yuh see . A whole lot of j ealousy through lif e .  Git us down or somepin 
Jak dat an 1 git somebody s ick an ' die . Git us all gone an 1 git r id of all we ' ve 
� an •  den be sat isfied , yuh see . 

[These j ealous per sons are not sat isf ied unt il they rid you of  everything and 
,.. become s ick and d ie . ] 

[They put ] none of  it on me . An ' at  de meant ime , mah cousin ,  she said , "Ah 
� it ' s  somepin peculiah . "  Say, "Ah think it ' s  somep in peculiah , de thin ' s 
�·· happenin ' - de reason dey are act in '  so funny . "  Said , "Ah think it ' s  some
� peculiah about dere - whole lot of agitation, dis meanness dat ' s  go in ' on 
._' heah . Dere ' s somepin peculiah go in ' on . "  An ' she say, "Ah think ah ' 11 
ub a drive at it befo ' it g it too far or anythin ' lak dat . "  An ' she becomin ' 
[iieCDe] uncertain ,  yuh see . [ She was too far under their spell to "take a drive 
• it . " ]  Yuh see , dey couldn ' t  work at  me lak dey could workin ' at  ' er ,  becuz ah 
.... • t eatin '  an ' dr inkin ' , an ' wuzn ' t  swappin ' [ food , etc . with them] yuh see . 
� SOt it in ' er ,  yuh see ,  becuz she wuz eat in ' an ' dr inkin ' an ' go in ' tuh pic
�e [picture]  shows an ' places lak dat wit ' em , yuh see, an ' goin ' out places 
... dinin ' , an ' places lak dat , yuh see . Well , dey couldn ' t  give it tuh me no 
... dan - ah wuz j is '  layin ' aroun ' or settin '  aroun ' , an ' ah wuzn ' t  doin ' any
�· . But ah wuz one , who se numbah wuz on dat little bo ' d  what dey had marked 
1 - 2 - 3, yuh see , ' cuz dere three of  us in de house an ' dere wuz three of dem, 
,.. see. It wuz ' er mothah , dere,  yuh see , an ' ' er daughtah an ' ' er husban ' ,  yuh 
� dere .  Dat wuz de  total of  dat gang whut wuz ag ' inst us . An ' j is '  us wuz me 
-· � f irst cousin an ' mah mothah wuz in de house . 

f�Rll, when d id she f irst have that sickness come on to her ? How d id you p ick 
.... ..u out , this doctor ? How d id you happen to go to this man? This doctor , 
..._ root doctor ? )  

Ia blovin ' ' im - knowin ' ' im .  We · had known ' im a long t :lme, yuh see . Knowed 
,.. �ouah by knowin ' of mah f ir s ' ,  f irs ' stepfathah of  mine - by knowin ' ' im .  

� .  after she - after awhile when your cousin started to get ill , then she 
tlpw« ..at to this root doc tor . That the idea? ) 

.. bloved ' im  through by, yuh know, mah stepfathah . 
(1 --.u , did something happen to your cousin? Was she f eeling very bad , or 
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how did she happen to go to him? ) 
She commenc ed tuh fellin ' ill . Felt ill through 'er sickness ,  yuh see . Felt 

ill through ' er sickness ,  yuh see . She felt lak she wuz wit dat . See , she know 
she wuz cunj ured . It wuzn ' t anythin ' else . It wuz no t . no  o thah sickness . She 
had been tuh all de doc tors [M . D . ' s ] an ' she went tuh Dr . Mudusky . He supposed 
tuh be de bes ' in town an ' he said dere wuz nuthin wrong in ' er .  He didn ' t un
dahs tan ' it an ' he couldn ' t  test ' er out . 

(Well , the f irst time she went to this do ctor . Then she went to him for three 
years? ) 

She went tuh ' im - s teady tuh ' im fo ' three years . 
(Well , now , what did he charge you people as a rule? ) 
Evah time she went - de firs ' time she wen ' tuh ' im , it co s ' $ 2 5 .  De seco n '  

time she wen ' tuh ' im , it co s t  ' er $15 . D e  nex ' time she wen ' tuh ' im,  it co s t  
' er $12 . 50 .  An 1 de nex ' time she went tuh 1 im , i t  co st ' er $12  ag 1 in .  Evah 
case - da t is condition ovah ' is ideas o r  somepin-like , it ' s  kind o f  a mystery , 
or somepin lak dat , why it ' s  more and more [money] . Anythin ' took a bone co s t s  
more [ any treatment needing a bone co s t  mo re ] . 

----[ The preceding decreasing fee i s  my only example o f  it . Fees in odd or even 
sums of money was quite a common prac tice . ]  

(The first time she went to him , was that where you began this s tory? What 
happened to her at that t ime? That is the first  time you went to him? ) 

[MY PRECED ING QUESTION THAT IS THE FIRST TIME YOU WENT TO HIM? WOULD IND ICATE 
THAT AT THE TIME OF THE INTERVIEW I THOUGHT SHE HAD BEEN THE DOCTOR ' S PATIENT . ]  

De  f irs ' time ah begin de story wuz about , tellin ' yuh about de eggs . Ah wuz 
tellin ' yuh about dat . 

(What did he do the f irst time you went there? ) 
[ I  insist  upon identifying her as the patient . ]  
De  time ah to le yuh , when we went dere , he worked' wit de bo t tle . Whut ah to le 

yuh . 
(With the bo ttle , that was the first time she went there? ) 
Yes . 
(I  see . 
Yes sir . 

Well , that ' s  the who le s tory? ) 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . , (7 51) , 1020 : 1  through 1024 . ] 

DOCTOR HEARD 

NOT A MAN OR "fKJOMA.N DAT WALKS ON TWO FEET 
WILL BE ABLE TUH COMPREHEN ' DIS 

GO BACK TUH "FO 'TH BOOK OF MOSES" AN ' TAKE A "ALPHABET" 
ABOUT DE NINTH VERSE IN "ALPHABETS" 
YO ' CALL DIS INDIVID 'AL 'S BLOOD • • •  

AS AH AN ' YO ' TALKIN ' HEAH DIS AFTAHNOON 
IF MAH NAME IS JOE • • •  SAYS "JOE� JOE" 

YO ' SAYS "JOE" IN A PAIR [THAT IS� TWICE] 
JES ' LAK DAT [LIKE I JUST SAID IT] - YO ' SAYS 
"JOE� AH WANTS JES ' ONE PINT OF SOLID BLOOD 

REGARDLESS TO WHERE AH GIT IT" • • •  
[THUS THE NAME "JOE" IS SAID S TIMES] 

JOE IS DE ONE • • •  DAT CHEW WANTA DO DE HARM TO • • •  
CALL ' IM  UP TO ME� "JOE� JOE� JOE" 

AN ' HE 'LL APPEAR BEFO ' ME AS A SHADAH [ SHADOW] 
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DEN AH GOT JOE BEFO ' ME TUH DO WHATEVAH AH WANT 
AH SPEAK TO JOE IN DE PERSON [IN PERSON] OF WHAT AH WANT 

AH GOT MAH [BLOOD-DRAWING] INSTRUMENTS 
SETT IN ' RIGHT IN FRONT OF ME 

WHILE DE SHADAH IS DERE BEFO ' ME 
AN ' AH CORK 'IM UP IN DE BOTTLE 

EITHAH KIN ' A BOTTLE - MATTAHS NO DIFF 'RENT 
CLEAN OR DIRTY - SINCE IT 'S A BOTTLE 

[ "INSTRUMENTS" AND CORKING UP BLOOD SPECIMEN IN BOTTLE 
IS ONE OF MANY EXAMPLES OF "DOCTORS" APING DOCTORS] 

(BUT YOU HAVEN 'T ANY BLOOD IN THE BOTTLE?)  
AH HASN 'T GOT ANY BLOOD IN DE BOTTLE 

AH GOT DE BLOOD FROM DE SHADAH ''ALPHABETLY" • • •  
WHEN AH CALL 'EM [ 'IM] UP DERE 

DEN AH TAKE JOE 'S BLOOD IN DE BOTTLE 
AN ' AH GO TO DE GRAVEYARD • • •  AH DON 'T WALK IN 

DE GRAVEYARD FACE FORE ME [FACE FORWARD ] 
LAK AH 'M GOIN ' IN TUH BEAR [BURY] 

A INDIVID 'AL FROM DE UNDAHTAKAH 
AH TURN MAH BACK TUH DE GRAVEYARD [ WALK IN BACKWARDS] • • • 
AN ' AH 'LL GO INSIDE OF DE GRAVEYARD FURTHAH [FAR] ENOUGH 

TUH ADVANCE [FACE FORWARDS] AN ' AH 'LL [COUNT ] 
NINE STEPS BACK TUH [TOWARDS] DE GATE 

AN ' DERE WHERE AH GIT DE "GRAVEYARD DIRT " - NINE .STEPS 
FROM WHERE AH PARKED AT [STOPPED WHILE WALKING] BACKWARDS 

TAKE DAT SAME DIRT AN ' DROP IT IN DE BOTTLE WIT JOE 'S BLOOD 
AN ' TAKE DAT SAME BOTTLE [HITS HIS HANDS TOGETHER] 

AN ' WALK BACK TO DE RIGHT-HAN ' SIDE OF DE GATE 
AN ' BEAR [BURY] IT DOWN DERE JES ' AFTAH DARK 

AN ' JOE 'LL BE A DEAD MAN IN 3 6  HOURS 

WAYCROS S ,  GEORGIA 

194 9 

[Since the two preced ing title quo tations introduce this man fully , I will add 
tD his own word s  only these f ew.  Two old comment s of mine read : ta l. ked weZ.Z. and 
�essiveZ.y ; and he is a R . D .  [ [ roo t doctor ] ] but did not admit it , merely re
,eated AH HEARD , the origin of the name I gave him . He uses the terms wise man , 
IAIIe wman , and wise-head woman; and he gives us a good snake story as well a s  an 
ald Thomas Parr story , or to be more modern this year of 197 2 ,  a Frazier the Lion 
�ry . The material of this man, No . ll51 , was collected on cylinders 18 7 6-1888 . ]  

AH BEARD that if an indvid ' al git three stran ' s  of hair out de mole of yore 
a.1d an ' wrahp it wit black thread , an ' take de black thread an ' de hair an ' put 
� wit in d ere pocket an ' to te it three days . An ' af tah three days dey ' ll take 
� hair tuh runnin' watah an ' plac e de hair in runnin ' watah - aftah three days 
wben de moon is young , j es '  befo ' it grows old . Young [moon you want] . Dat 
1D1vid ' al will certainly go crazy . 

Dat pho tograph - AH ' VE HEARD of ' em  speak of it . Mah gran ' aunt spoke of it , 
1D de presence of  mah mothah an ' me , ' bout takin ' d e  pho tograph off de wall an ' 
� ·  d e  Si:x; Books of Moses , d e  seventh paragraph, an ' -call yore aZ.phabetia 
Jllllfbahs. Mah name is John . She say ,  "J-H-o . "  Pin three needles tuhgethah dat 
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paht ic ' lah t ime wit de points point [pointed] tuhgethah . Dat individ ' al dat ' s  on 
de wall yondah,  she ' s  got ' is pichure called [ named ] . As spasmodia Egyptian 
UJitaharaa[t she says , "Certain it will cause da t individ 1 al tuh lose his min * wit'-
out any delay in 3 6  hours . "  . 

[ Informant , instead of  saying Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses , changes the 
seventh book to seventh para�ph. ] 

(Wha t do you do with those needles? Where do you put them? ) 
She pin dose needles tuhgethah in yellow homespun - new cloth . 
(Wha t does she do with that ? )  
It ' s  nuthin tuh d o  wit dat af tah she p in  it tuhgethah in yellah homespun , but 

tuh keep dis  huhself . An ' de individ ' al on de wall on who she ' s  workin ' aftah 
fo ' some othah individ ' al - she ' s  go t ' em  handicaptured . 

(Does she pin those things while she is talking to that picture up there? ) 
While she call dose alphabets tuhgethah . 
Out tuh de fo ' ks of de road AH ' VE [HEARD ] de individ ' al say dat a man or a 

wooman dat dey desired tuh do evil tuh at  twelve a ' clock tuhnight . Ten minutes 
of twelve ah walk tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' when ah git tuh de fo ' ks of de 
road , ah turns mah back tuh de road , an ' when ah turn mah back tuh de road ah a sk 
a certain quest io n .  De question i s  dis : " In d e  fo ' ks of  de palms , i f  a h  undah
stan 1 de individ ' al travel ovah d is road daily , ah want three grains of sand from 
de heart [or  palm]  of  dis individ ' al ' s  feet . Ah wanta take de three grains of 
sand in de palm of  mah lef ' han ' an ' ah wanta carry it three days an ' three nights , 
an 1 dat individ ' al aftah three days an ' three nights will no t be in dis county 
any longah . Dey ' ll have tuh move cuz ah move de track from de hollah of de feet , 
by de grains of  sand dey walks ovah at de fo ' ks of de road . Dis is done j es '  be
fo ' de moon begin tuh waste away . Whut AH HEARD . 

Someone tryin 1 tuh harm [ you] personal - [ I ]  mean mahself - AH ' VE HEARD of  it . 
Now de sUJitah e[ dB earath which is a herb da t grows in de earth . I git da t herb 
outa de earth an ' I squeez e three drops of de milk outa de herb [ this may be the 
milk weed , also called s ilkweed ] ,  an ' take three drops of milk outa de herb , an ' 
when I git dat I git me a bras s  pin of  mah own perscription [ prescription] . Git 
dis brass pin an ' take three drops of j uice dat I git from de sUJitah of de earath, 
an ' I wrahp it up in dis j uice . Den I take dis brass pin an ' pin it wit ' in mah 
sock an ' wear it daily . An ' not a man or wooman dat walks on two feet will be 
able tuh comprehen ' dis . 

(You wear that  in the right sock? ) 
De right sock . 
(What was the name of  that herb ? )  

Switah of dB earath - it ' s  a herb . 
[ I  turn off my machine , he continues talking , and I restart machine in time to 

catch : 1 
[ It grows in the ] southern sta tes . 
Well , [ if ]  a man wus livin ' in a house dis aftahnoon an ' ah wanted ' im tuh 

move out , de very f irs ' thing ah ' d  do dat AH HEARD of to git d em  outa dat house -
an ' want ed dem out . At ' is well , where he gits ' is .watah , or where he gits watah 
from ' is pump or ' is hydrant - it mat tahs no diff ' rent where it is . When ah go 
dere an ' turn on dis watah , ah draw some of dis watah . Ah take dis  watah an ' ah 
draw it up outa de well or outa de pump . As de sun risin ' in de mawnin ' ah ' ll 
dash it away from dere [demonstrates] .  

(Toward the sun? ) 
Ah ' ll dash it away . Now , dere ' s  no diff ' rent - no ' th, east ot south - j es '  

sinc e ah dashed it away from me . An ' when ah dash dis watah away from de pump 
or de well , de ind ivid ' al mo ' den ap t tuh be dere [ in his house ] .  Ah want j es '  
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-.e •11 · Ah git one aig from a hen dat lays prob ' ly reg ' lah . Ah git it . Ah ' ll 
� dat one a ig an ' ah ' ll go to de earth out yondah an ' ah ' ll git de gall of  de 
�. [All these things]  tuhgethah . Whut AH HEARD . When ah  git de  gall of de 
.-rth tuhgethah , which is a compounded powdah ,  an ' ah ' ll stick [make a hole in] 
� •11 an' ah ' ll po ' d is powdah in dis aig . 

(Saaevhere  in the text I have discussed the plant gall of the ear th.  It can 
te aae of a number of plant s .  Our informant , however , is talking about a aom
� po�h he certainly buys from a hoodoo company or drugstore - a powder 
� can be made from anything . ] 

Ah' l1 take de same aig along wit me wit de watah an ' ah ' ll mash dis a ig on de 
..... .  

[IDte that this is one of the many magic rites of  3 ingredients :  water , egg 
... sal! of the earth. ] 

8beD de individ ' al come dere [ to the well ] an ' git de watah , wit ' in three days 
� aoin ' tuh leave even de county - dey may leave de state . AH HEARD [very loud ] ! 

[This VePy loud is a penc iled no te I made when checking transcription against 
aa:ua:ding . ] 

(rou mash this egg near where they get the water . )  
[Here comes a complica ted soul-catching rite . ] 
Aa' take yo ' one dese f ingahnails - whut AH HEARD . An ' f ilin '  de f ingahnail , 

JD1 .ore den apt tuh f ile it  right all de t ime ; har ' ly evah a man or woman will 
ft.l de f ingahnail wrong . Now, dis is tuh do harm, no t tuh do good . An ' whenso
___. a individ ' al f ile his f ingahnail - now dere ' s  a herb dat ' s  in de  woods out 
J!!dah � AH HEARD , dat ' s  called de big snakehead - no t snakeroot . 

(�head root . )  
[If the doatoP ' s  plant snakehead is also the turtlehead , any herb of  the genus 

e6eLone , espec ially C. GlabPa, it could be in de woods out yondah ; but if his 
�t is the guinea-head flower , a Eurasian plant , FPitil laPia meleagPis , he 
wa.ld buy it from a roo t seller or hoodoo store . ]  

· 

An' vhensomevah dis ind ivid ' al is f ilin '  dese f ingahnail s weekly , regardless 
t.b where he is - in de city , mattahs no diff ' rent , j es '  since - if de individ ' al 
Ia de city or rural . Git dis snakehead which is a powdah compounded , whensomevah 
1£ ' •  a dry herb , an ' dat same f ingahnail f ilin '  whut dis individ 1 al are doin '  at 
� part ic ' lar t ime an ' de week doin '  dat . Dey take dis powdah an ' compound it 
.. - vhut AH undahstood an ' HEARD . An ' when yo ' git it in yore possession , yo ' 
� de Six Books of Moses , den yo ' call de alphabets of de individ ' al name an ' 
"manevah yo ' call de alphabets of de individ ' al name , dey [ their ] shadah will 
� b efo ' yo ' an ' yo ' corked it up as yo ' lookin ' on it - cork dis powdah up . 
�· sot de individ ' al corked up by dey f ingahnail f ilin '  an ' it ' s  a known fact -
..r1 AB HEARD .  

�t will that do to tha t  person? ) 
Bow dat individ ' al are gonna leave dis worl ' - gonna leave dis worl ' . 
{You only cork that bottle up when you see this shadow? ) 
Only when yo ' see de shadah . 
{You don ' t cork the shadow up? ) 
10 ,  only corks de bo ttle up . De f ingahna il s an ' de root mixed tuhgethah . 
[Por similar rites about catching a spirit , see margin t itle TO CATCH A SP IRIT, 

•• 24 .  Among these rites is one tell ing how to catch a per son ' s  shadow, 44 , p . 25 .  
� rites are rare . In the present rite the per son ' s  shadow appear s only in 
� dOotoP ' s  mind . According to our doatoP the shadow spirit of  his victim wat
ctea the spirit of his own cl ipped f ingernails being captured in the bo ttle . I 
sree with t itle quo tation 1 of this interview : Not a man OP WOoman dat walks on 
t.1D feet will  be able tuh aompPehen ' dis - except the doatoP himself . ]  
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Say, if she be a wooman of  dat type , say dat chew kin take chamber Zye tub 
keep anyone from hunt in ' yo ' or gittin '  anywheres near yore business affairs , 
roun ' yore home . An ' yo ' kin chunk it tub de no ' th side of de [ foundat ion] pil 
lah of  de house a s  d e  sun risin '  or eithah d e  south side as it goin' down . Dat 
keeps any individ ' al from damagin ' roun ' yore place of  welfare or properties . 

[House in the lowlands ,  espec ially small ones , are raised above the ground on 
four or more  pillars of wood , br ick,  and latterly c ement blocks . ]  

A few year s ago - take de sole an ' rip it off . 
(Which shoe , either one? ) 
De lef ' shoe which is contracted closest on de lef ' side of de body . Rip de 

sole an ' on de inside of  de sole nex ' to de feet , where dat little pad is - if 
yo ' git dat inside sole - scrape dat leathah an ' pound it up tuhgethah . Den yo ' 
take dat pounded leathah whut chew got pounded tuhgethah an ' yo ' cork dat up in
tub a snuffbox wit SWeet Scotch Snuff [ probably a trade name] . An ' yo ' kin � 
three of  do se , j es ' or ' nary common ole iron pins - straight p ins .  An ' take dose 
three pins - AH HEARD - an ' po int de head of  ' em  down intuh dat snuff in dat shoe 
sole , an ' bear [bury] it at de ind ivid ' al ' s  do ' step . An ' whensoevah yo ' do dat ,  
dat ind ivid ' al will come to b e  lame a s  rheumatism - not unt il [ unto ] death but 
as rheumat ism .  Den AH HEARD if yo ' want dis ind ivid ' al tub d ie from de  same pre
scription, yo ' take yo ' three needles an ' set up , an ' de three pin-heads down, 
an ' de  individ ' al will go intuh de graveyard . AH HEARD DAT .  

De man sock DAT AH ' VE HEARD OF . An ' a s  de  toe en ' [ end ] is wored [worn] in de 
sock - yo ' don ' wan ' anythin ' but j es '  de toe of  de  sock - de toe en ' of eithah 
sock, it mattahs no diff ' rent . AH ' VE HEARD ABOUT DAT .  An ' when yo ' git de sock 
tuhgethah on de young moon , j es '  befo ' de moon change from dark nights tub de 
young moon , an ' wa tch it very closely right aroun ' 36 hours , somepin like dat , 
while she [ the moon] gone in bed, an ' wa tch it very clo sely . AH HEARD DAT . 

Den yo ' take dis same sock whut de individ ' al wear daily . If yo ' could per
son ' ly git chure han ' s on it , AH BEARD it would be bettah; but if yo ' can ' t git 
chure han ' s on dis sock, den yo ' go back tub de earth an ' yo ' git de gall of de 
earth,  which is de bettahest herb dat dey is in de earth - so says dey tub me , ah 
don ' t  know . An '  yo ' take dat sock an ' dat herb , an ' yo ' pound dat herb tuhgethah 
an ' yo ' wrahp it up in dat sock, an ' yo ' go tub de drug sto ' , an ' when yo ' git 
dere yo ' - buy yo ' one pound of cocoa hagge ,  which is somepin dat-keeps-yo '-woke 
medicine , dat keeps yo ' woke . An ' when yo ' pound dat up tuhgethah, yo ' kin take 
it an ' bear [bury] it anywheres in de earth . Mattahs no diff ' ren '  where yo ' is , 
dat individ ' al don ' t sleep no mo ' unt il he j es '  walk ' fmself tub death - don ' t 
sleep no mo ' .  

AH HEARD ABOUT DAT bowel business being lock-t ied [ locked ] from a man havin ' a 
action, an ' de way AH HEARD IT - dat bowel business bein ' lock-tied - is tub take 
de bowel aftah de passage is come from de  individ ' al an ' take spir its of  turpen
t ine - j es '  straight spirits - an ' yo ' ll saturate dis [as ]  if yo ' goin ' spray wit 
a gun fo ' insex or bugs , somepin like dat - saturate ovah it . An ' yo ' take dat 
bowels an ' instead care-in [ carrying ] it - if yo ' want ' im tub lingah - ' stead of 
care-in it tub a green pine, yo ' care it tub a dry block, a dry block of pine 
wood . Bo ' yo ' a hole wit ' in dis block large enough fo ' dis bowels tub go in - on 
de bottom en ' . Den cut chew a green peg an ' drive dis green peg unt il - de per
son will hit it unt il de j uice come outa dis green peg an ' sorta seals it . In 
three days d e  individ ' al will commence tub painin ' in dere stomach an ' will l in
gab away unt il dis green peg begin tub shrinkin ' . An' if yo ' don' t want de in
divid ' al tub d ie ,  den yo '  release de peg an ' give de individ ' al a dose of epsonson 
[Epson] salts in hot watah to moraZiae de bowels ag ' in an ' let ' fm  have act ion . 

But if yo 1 want 1 1m tub so tub de graveyard AH UNDERSTOOD AN' LEARNT , j es '  
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� � tuh a green p ine an ' take a dry peg an ' drive [ hits hand s together ] i t  
Sa �e j es '  as hard a s  yo ' kin drive it , an ' WIT ' IN THREE OR NINE DAYS DAT IN
-D 'AL ALL READY FO ' DE UNDAHTAKAH . DAT ' S WHUT AH HEARD . 

(B BOW LEARN HOW yo '  "aa U "  dis individ 'al 's b lood. ] 
Live blood . Yo ' kin take an a lphabet . Yo ' kin go back tuh Fo 'th Book of 

!bwp• an' take a alphabet - DAT ' S  WHUT AH HEARD - about de ninth ver se in alpha
liie8 YO 1 "CALL" DIS INDIV ID ' AL ' S BLOOD . Now, j es ' de same as WHUT AH HEARD now, 
- u an 1 yo ' talkin ' heah d is af tahnoon . If mah name is Joe . All r ight , says , 
� .Joe" - yo ' says "Joe" in a pair j es '  like dat befo ' yo ' says , "Joe , ah 

• j es '  one p int of sol id blood regardless tuh where ah git it - one p int of 
..at.d blood. "  Well , Joe is de one dat [ cyl ind er changed ] - de one da t chew wanta 
.. tie hum tuh . His name is Joe ,  AH HEARD . 

-.;;. Jo e" - ah ' m  gon ' a  call ' im up f rom de Fo 'th Book of Moses , de ninth 

!!!Me�·· Ah 'm gon ' a  call Joe .  
(lou are going to call him to you . )  
Call ' im  up tuh me , "Jo e ,  Joe , Joe , "  an ' he ' ll appear befo ' me as a shadah 

I ' hw] . Den ah got Joe r ight befo ' me tuh do what soevah ah want . Ah speak tuh 
,.._ in de pe:roson of [ in per son] whut ah want , "Jo e ,  ah want a p int of blood . "  Ah 
� 1 ia  den . A h  got mah [ blood-drawing ] ins truments settin ' r ight in front of me, 
wldle de shadah is dere befo ' me , an ' ah cork ' im  up in de bo t tle - eithah kin ' a  
�e. mattahs no d if f ' ren ' , clean o r  d irty,  s ince it ' s  a bot tle . 

(BOT YOU HAVEN ' T  ANY BLOOD IN THE BOTTLE ? )  
Ala basn'  t go t any blood in d e  bo t tle . AH GOT D E  BLOOD FROM D E  SHADAH - a lph

�lN from de shadah , when ah aaU 'em up de:roe . 
Den ah take Jo e ' s  blood in de bo t t l e  an ' ah go tuh de graveyard an ' when ah 

� �h de graveyard , ah don ' t walk in de graveyard face fore me [ face for emo s t ]  
� ah' m  ga in ' in tuh bury a ind ivid ' al from de undahtakah . Ah turn mah back 
D6 de graveyard [ walk in backward s ]  • SO AH HEARD AN ' UNDAHSTAN ' • An ' ah ' 11 go 
�e of de graveyard fur thah [ far ] enough tuh advance [ face foremo s t ]  an ' ah ' ll 
��] nine steps back tuh de gate an ' dere where ah git de g:roaveya:rod di:rot -
� steps from where ah parked at [ stopp ed while walking ] backward s .  Take dat 
� d ir t  an ' dro it  in de bo t tle wit Joe ' s  blood , an ' take dat same bot tle an ' 

s his hands together ] walk back tuh de r ight-han ' s ide of d e  gate an ' bear 
�] it down dere j es '  a f tah dark . AN ' JOE ' LL BE A DEAD MAN IN 3 6  HOURS . 

If ' er  husban ' is a man of de type , a j ealous man dat don ' t want ' is wife tuh 
le aa� at night - he wants ' is wif e  indoors wit ' im an ' she want s  tuh be out . 
� sood husban ' ,  while she ' s  preparin ' de meals fo ' ' im, she will sweeten ' im  up 
wd% diff ' ren ' food an ' git ' im  tuh levin ' ' er sho ' ' nuf f , carin ' fo ' her sho ' 
� .  An ' while she an ' he are layin ' down ,  prob ' ly he do ze ' way tuh sleep , an ' 
.. wery moment dat he doze ' way tuh sleep , his good levin ' wif e ,  she ' ll take some 
f!!t of ' er unions [ suit ] or ' er bloomahs or ' er step-ins . She ' ll take some par t 
.r �� from ' er private somewhere or ' ne ther , an ' she ' ll a t tach da t tuh her shimmy 
� she wears or eithah her undahskirt ,  while he ' s  ' sleep . An ' she ' ll take d i s  
�vid ' al ' s  piec e offa his garment , anywhere , don ' t ma t tah no d i f f ' r en '  j es '  so 
� · · his undahclo thes . She ' ll a t tach da t tuh i t  an ' wrahp da t tuhgethah j es '  as 
ttabE as she kin wrahp it tuhgethah , an ' place it  undah de mat tress or in de mat
cress, o r  eithah on de bed , anywheres about de bed , where he an ' she has communi
catiDn wit one anothah a t , an ' leave him dere an ' go on an ' stay [ ou t  a t  night ] 
... he can ' t he ' p  ' tmself . 

lOw, on de o thah han ' , r ight dere he can ' t  he ' p  ' imself - go t ' im tied on • 
.... if he wants tuh g it ' er loose from ' im  an ' don ' t wanta have any deal in ' wit 
·�. since she ' s  no t de housewif e  dat he want s ,  an ' she ' s  go t d e  advantage of · �  
-• he layin ' ' sleep , dere ' 11 come a s lwnbah fboeam tuh ' im  while he ' s sleep in ' , 
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tuh be showin ' ' er a s  a plain shadah wheresoevah she might b e ,  regardless if 
she ' s  in town or out of town. He will see her but he can ' t protec ' ' isself . 

Dere ' s  no t but one thing fo ' ' tm  tuh do den ' imself , i s  j es '  tuh git up out of 
de bed where he is . He gonna waken . When he gits up out de bed where he is -
AH HEARD - go an ' git ' im NINE SWALLAHS OF WATAH an ' drink it an ' he ' ll go right 
tuh it an ' pick up what somevah she got down. Wha t AH HEARD .  

(Well , she puts that  there so he will sleep while she is gone? ) 
While she ' s gone . 
AH HEARD - ah write mah sweetheart a pers ' nal let tah. When she git de lettah 

from me an ' read de let tah an ' see in de let tah wherein dat words are no t common 
an ' pleasin '  tuh ' er min ' , causin ' ' er heart tuh b e  grievious ovah mah han ' wr itin' 
an ' words which ah have spoken tuh ' er ,  an '  she desire tuh take mah han ' writ in ' 
tuh de wise man or to de wise woman , whom are wisah dan he or she . Dis indivi�al 
[wise man or wise woman] AH HEARD will take de han ' wr itin '  which ah have 'l.IJr'Oten 
from eithah han ' , by de pen dat ' s  gripped intuh mah han ' . He or she will take 
dis han ' wr itin '  an ' whensomevah dat she git dis han ' writin ' in ' er possession, 
why she calls me person ' ly by mah name da t address-ed on dis let tah - call me 
person1 ly tuh ' er ,  an 1 when she call me person ' ly tuh her , den she got me han ' 
writin '  an ' all . An '  do what somevah da t she wants done . 

If de woman want s ' er [wise woman] tuh do any harm tuh me, den she has a herb 
dat grows out chere in de woods .  It grows in de low so il ,  which is the southern 
state where yuh are now - AH HEARD .  An ' dis herb is called tuh be - out chere -
quinsy Zight. An ' now hit ' s  no t de blo s som of de quinsy Zight or neithah de stem 
dat she uses , but she uses de root in de ground . 

[ This herb could be qu insy woodruff � guinsl!or t � sguinancy, a European herb 
(AsperuZa aynanchioa) , formerly to cure quinsy; but I doubt its growing out ahePe 
in de woods . Whatever it is , it probably grows in a Poot shop or hoodoo drug
store . 1 

She takes de root in de ground , by de same han ' writin '  as [ of ] mah name dat 
she called me tuh ' er ,  an ' when she git dis here root an ' herb tuhgethah , she 
wrahps it all in de same papah - let tah an ' all tuhgethah . Den she takes dis 
lettah [ cylinder changed ] , she wrahps dis lettah an ' quinsy Zight root tuhgethah 
an ' rolls [ it ]  j es '  as tight as possible an ' folds it three-cornah-ways tubgethah, 
where dose thr ee point comes will come down on dis ' erb . An ' if dis individ ' al 
who brought it tuh her [wise woman] , if she want s me tub be broken up wit ano thah 
woman ovah yondah,  den she ' ll pin it tuhgethah; but if she want s me tuh leave 
away from der e ,  she ' ll tie i t  tuhgethah ; an ' i f  she wants me tuh die , she ' ll take 
an ' wrahp it tuhgethah an ' AH 'M GRAVEYARD BOUND AG ' IN .  AH HEARD . 

Dey [wise man or wise woman] have a bo.ne , which is a LIVE PERSON ' S  BONE , � 
a bone dat ' s  out of a boneyard dat ' s  down dere - a l ive person ' s  bone - da t ' s  
[ causing] do se spasamatic [ spasmodic ] perform [performances ] to de individ ' al .  
If ah wanted de work done , ah care [ carry] it tuh de wise man or woman , who are 
wisah dan ah, tuh git de work done . An ' do se individ ' al [ professional persons ] 
will call upon demselves , outa dere person [personal ]  body ,  who an ' which, dat ah 
want de work done , an ' take it up . Dey call dat de king of de eaPth .  D.en we 
call de rat tlesnake marstah - dose two tuhgethah - which is a ' erb dat grows in 
de woods . An ' take de compoundin ' powdah of dose velaceous [villainous ? ]  roots 
dat dey call tuhgethah WHILE DEY GOT MAH BONE DRAWED RIGHT BEFO '  DEM AS A SHADAH . 
An ' den de work dat dey do wit mah shadah an ' mah bone dat dey draws , are do se 
two ' erbs - de ra ttlesnake an ' de kingsnake root [ �  the preceding de king of de 
eaPth] .  Dey take dose an ' pound dem tuhgethah an ' it mattahs [ no t ]  who dey [ is ]  
AH HEARD , or  wha t part dey ma y  be in d e  world , de ind ivid ' al , don ' t care who it 
is , surely dey are go in ' be achin 1 an ' goin ' be hurtin '  an ' lingahin ' until de 
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.. ., dey are buried . AH HEARD DAT . Dat ' s  from de shadah of de individ ' al which 
ia called a a Zphabet befo ' de wise man or de wise woman who dey went tuh . [The 
JEeeeding Zive pePson 's bone turns into a shadow ! ]  

Ah've been travelin ' r ight smart in life among diff ' ren ' things . Whut ah seen 
:praon ' ly o f  one case - a man shoten [ sho t ]  anothah one . Ah seen dis wit mah 
�chel [natural]  eyes . Was done by unknown parties but de off ' cahs hemmed de 
w6ale squad tuhgethah while de man wuz dead , an ' cared [ carried ] evah man back 
�e did [dead ] individ ' al wuz - where dey had pitched ' tm  offa skin game an ' 
..a gamblin ' - de man gotten killed . An ' dey had evah man , why dey caused all o f  
.. tuh tetch d is man per son' ly wit d i s  dog fingah of d i s  han ' - o f  de r ight han ' 
(.s-mstrates ] • 

(rhe dog finger - that ' s  the index f inger of the r ight hand . )  
[The r ite of  touching a corpse to discover the murderer is well known (see 

IBIDBR in CONTENT S and elsewhere) , but to use the dog . fingeP is unusual . ]  
Dat ' s  right . An ' had evah man dat talked wit dis individ ' al - he ' s done been 

._. now long enough fo ' his blood tuh git cold , too - ovahnight , not warm blood 
� de  individ ' al ,  done been dead long enough . 

AD' de very man dat f ired de gun - de bullet pierce through dis man , so de 
� witness stated af tah de cornah [ coroner ] inquest - de very secon'  dat he 
�en ' is han ' , tetch dis man , de blood shot out of  ' is mouth . 

Be kin git away , too , af tah do in '  de cr ime � If he wus gonna git away an ' de 
.... vus at ' tm  - de o f f icahs wus runnin ' ' tm  - an ' he killed a man - AH HEARD -
.. �eaboe [Thibaud? ] comin1 on down tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road . An ' when he got in
� de fo ' ks of de road , dere wusn ' t but one thing fo ' him tuh do - AH HEARD • 
... d have tuh raise his r ight hand - he made his oath - he would raise his r ight 
� [and say] , 11Nevah in life any mo ' tuh have anythin '  tuh do wit : God de Fa
tiaJa.. God de Son� an ' God de Ho Zy Ghost.  Ah ' 11 repend [depend ] upon de  devil all 
.. days of mah life an ' my earnings . "  AH HEARD dat tuh b e  a fact . 

(Aaong many r ites for a fugit ive to evade the pur suing o f f icer s  (see MURDER) , 
z.iafog one ' s hand at the fork of  a road and denying God is my only example . ]  

(rbey can ' t  catch him? ) 
Be ' s not been handi�apped since . 
OD de o thah han ' dat if he , dis individ ' al ,  dat pierced de bullet through de 

... an '  killed ' im on Teaboe Str eet , got intuh de fo ' ks of  de road an ' would turn 
�t or left an ' d idn ' t  raise his han 1 an ' made no oath tuh De Fathah� SOn an ' 
Jb� Ghost ,  made no oath, runnin ' off  on his own a-mer icus [mer it ? ] ,  like untuh 
�. he may be gone fo ' year s an ' year s .  May be gone so long dat some of de ole 
...a [old men] ovah dere  when he pierced de bullet - AH HEARD - through dis man 
[� old men may be dead or have forgotten] , but preadventurely dere ' ll be some
.._ fn dis deadman ' s  family will contin ' ly workin ' aftah de thing , form, shape or 
'n b1on, somewhere until de wise man will be wise enough , or de [wise ] wooman , 
� tell ' tm  where at dat he kin bound [be found ] , or  eithah po int de o f f icahs 
� wbut part o f  de world dis individ ' al is now livin ' in ' is old age . Dey kin 
• an' pick ' tm  up . AH HEARD dat . An ' bring ' tm  r ight back . 

De man dat go in '  out tuh make d e  fortune in playin ' cards,  AH HEARD dat dis 
t.lf:wi.d ' al - he wanted tuh succeed in ' is undahtakin ' - instead of ' tm  go in '  tuh 
1!!f fo ' success , he don ' t go tuh no wise woman , no wise man atall , he j es '  go 
� de fo ' ks of de road ' imself . An ' when he git dere  he take his pocketknif e 
-.&& his own pocket while he der e ,  an ' TAKE HIM ALONG WIT ' IM  A BOX OF EITHAH 
�NE , OR SOME BRIMSTONE IN DE BOX , IF NOT A BOX OF BRIMSTONE . An ' if it ' s  
1 1ble so dat he kin do so , an ' is swift enough or schemin ' enough tuh git -
.. lllBD - wit ' im, �rob ' ly maybe git ' tm  some lodestone an ' have it wit de br im
.-.... which is a qu��k [iPe , when he git tuh de fo 1 ks of de road . He go dere  
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between twelve an ' one or someways nigh one a ' clock . An ' when he sit tuh de 
fo ' ks of  de road an ' str ike his match ag ' in ' [against ] de brimstone , hit ' ll come 
a quiak [iPe , an ' dere wher e he ' ll meet de KING OF ANGELS FROM HELL , dat will be 
dere wit ' im, AH HEARD ,  an ' will tell ' fm  j es '  zact ly whut he ' ll have tuh do . 
He ' ll have tuh play cards on a certa in moon tuh win, or he play card s on a cer
tain moon tuh lose , ' cuz if he goes out intuh de world an ' take it Pough an ' 
tumble , he is not goin ' tuh success . By havin ' quiak [iPe ' long wit ' im  shows 
' im  de light , zac tly ,  AH HEARD , whut tuh do tuh win a fortune in playin ' cards . 

Dey call goo[ah du.s ' , whut AH 'VE HEARD ,  not whut ah person ' ly know but whut AH 
HEARD from diff ' ren '  people in life . Take a rattlesnake ' s  head an ' pound it up , 
dry it any way dat yo ' kin git it dry - by a ir or by slow heat - any way yo ' kin 
git it . Pound it up j is '  as f ine a-zhoo kin pound it up . When yo ' git dat rat
tlesnake head pounded up intuh a powdah , den yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard . It 
mattahs no diff ' ren ' whose grave it  is , or where he come from,  j es '  since  yo ' git 
some o f  de so il in yore han ' wit dat snake head . When yo ' git dat in yore han ' 
wit dat snake head , yo ' got chure box along , little ole powdah box or little ole 
perfume box or wha tso evah yo ' want . Cork it up in it . Den,  dey tell me yo ' got 
chure goofah dus ' along wit chew den .  It mattahs no diff ' ren '  where yo ' is , yo ' 
got it ' long wit j oo .  

An ' if a man or wooman, AH HEARD ,  regardless tuh who it is , want s chew tuh do 
anythin ' fo ' dem tuh destroy anothah individ ' al ,  yo ' kin destroy ' em  by watah or 
yo '  kin destroy ' em  by tight aiP - nuthin but j es '  de dus ' . By watah or by tight 
aiP. If de watah is runnin ' wa tah, yo ' will look fo ' de poison tuh go , but it  
have tuh be still watah which is stagnated watah dat  yo ' will conf ine intuh a 
vessel . An ' j es '  a s  many , AH HEARD ,  a s  goes an ' tastes de watah, DE UNDAIITAKAH 
WILL COME ON ' EM . 

(What do you mean by still [ tight ] aiP ? ) 
Inside of  a closed room , whut AH HEARD , see . Jes ' ah an ' yo ' or an ' ind ivid

' al in dis c losed room , an ' ah ' m  workin ' fo ' [aga inst ] �· Ah stan ' roun ' an ' 
do mah talkin ' in heah wit yo ' an ' evahthin ' .  Ah ' m  done got chew spotted an ' 
ah ' m  gonna g o  out . An ' when a h  gittin ' tuh d e  do ' - ah ' m  already prob ' ly gotten 
mah han ' - AH HEARD - on de stuff - got it in mah pocket - nuthin tuh do - ah got 
it ' long wit me - but j es '  tuh shake it a s  ah go out an ' clo se de do ' .  Dat ' s  all 
yo ' want . Dat ind ivid ' al done got de do ' snatched quick an ' yo ' on de outside . 

(What will that do to him then? ) 
Dat ' ll kill ' im .  Dat goofah dus ' ,  dat ' ll kill ' im . 
If ah undahstood , an ' which ah did undahstood a woman tuh tell me , a s  a per son 

bein ' out of a j ob once mahself . An ' ah went tuh her an ' ast ' er ,  a �sah woman 
so said tuh be dan ah [ a  man] . Sa id , "Listen heah , AH HEARD dat chew wus a woman 
dat wus tryin ' tuh do good . "  

She said , "Da t '  s mah j ob ,  tuh do good . "  
Says , "Ah want some work tuh do . "  
She says , "Ah tell yo ' whut chew do in de mawnin ' , "  says , "yo '  come tuh mah 

house ' fore de sun rise in de mawnin ' , "  an ' she says , "ah ' ll give yo ' somepin dat 
chew won ' t  have tuh worry about git t in ' work tuh do a s  long as yo ' in dis world 
an ' b e  able tuh work . "  

[This postponement is the common magia de lay used by some dOatoPs , examples of 
which are scattered through the text . The wise woman does not tell him why he 
should come back befor e sunr ise , but we (as well a s  DoatoP Heard ) know the reason . 
The power of  wha t she gives him when he returns will rise with the sun . ] 

Ah git up mahself per son ' ly �n ' go ovah to dat woman ' s house ,  cuz ah wus need
in ' labor . An ' when ah go tten dere she had a little package f ixed up , little 
small bundle , an ' ah ' d  taken de little small bundle an ' opened it an ' looked in 
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�. aftah gittin '  away from ' er .  She d idn ' t  tell me no t tuh look in it . An' 
� ah looked in dere ah see where she had cut three s teel needles in t8D aa.e 
� or ' no thah .  Might-a cut ' em  wit a hacksaw fo ' all ah know, but dey wus ca� 
fa c.o .  An ' dey was placed three r ight side by side tuhgethah , an ' in dea �hree 
� bad a little piece o f  red f lannen s tuck on de bottom an ' wrapped up . An '  
... - it looked like silk thread wrapped around dose three needles ; an ' she bad 
.e outside of it wrapped wi t yellah homespun . An ' dat ' s  all ah seen ' er give .e1 
... ah vent [away] wit dat . Now since den ah ' ve learnt by o thah people ah gottea 
a job outa whut she given me dat same evenin ' [ though b efore sunr ise next morniQs 
IR is  actually descr ib ing one of his own handS ] .  

But since then ah learnt da t dere ' s  a lucky bone an ' dis lucky bone grows iD 
a KDO&ter [ something about on top of the skull but no t well recorded ] . 

A fowl dat walks out on a man ' s  - mo s tly evah man dat owns a fowl - walks out 
.. 'is yard . An ' da t lit tle bone dey call de pull  bone . Dere ' s  ano thah little · 
t..e on dat bone . Ah learnt dat chew take dat little bone an ' wrop i t  up in yore 
... pocket in a piece of t i s sue papah, an ' go tuh any man ' s  j ob an ' he ' ll hire 
.,1. Bow ah learnt dat . 

(rou mean this little bone is on top o f  the [ roo ster ' s ] skul l ? ) 
Dat little ole bone is called to be a pull  bone which is a big bone on de 

cldcken . Den dere ' s  a lit tle bit of  bone dat grows on dat one [ hypoaleidium, 
... later ] . Yo ' wanta git dat little bone - whut AH HEARD - an ' yo ' wrop it up 
Ia a piece of tissue papah an ' let  it dry . Put it in yore pocket an ' go tuh any 
.... .  job an ' he ' ll hire yo ' if yo ' wit ' out a j ob .  

(rbat pull bone - you mean that bone that two people pull apar t to make a wish 
.-!) 

Bat ' s  de bone . 
(Dbetor Heard does not consider the pull  bone or wishbone a lucky obj ec t ,  ez

� for one wish . Accord ing to him the lucky bone o f  a chicken is only a part 
.t tbe wishbone , the hypoaleidium , the med ium po int o f  union of the 2 clavic les , 
� round ish f la t  bone j o ining the 2 sides [ or clav icle s ]  o f  the wishbone . The 
' & r piec e when breaking a wishbone has the hypoaleidium . However ,  the whole 
_..., �e is also carr ied as a luckpiece - see p . 6 66 . ] 

If 10 ' wu s  a wholesale man in de wholesale business an ' yore business need 
�ea. an ' yo '  haven ' t  any means look like . Yo ' boo s ten yo ' business yo ' self • 
._a ao�ta have some help . AH HEARD da t ,  a ole man speak concernin ' ' is busineaa • 
.. aid tuh de people who he wus talk in • t;uh - AH j es • HEARD dis - he says , ''Hah 
' lwees is so dull , ah ' ll have tuh shet down ' cuz mah f inancial is runnin' sl�· 

� says , "Ah tell yo ' whut chew do . "  He says , " If yore business is vhere:ln 
,IIIIE claev kin ho ld open nine days , " he says , "yo ' g i t  up in de mawnin ' • each ...... 
.... befo ' de sun r i se , " he says , "an ' walk outa yore do ' an ' git tuh yore bo�� 
•'!b!e · "  Says , "Yo ' r each down wit chore lef ' han ' o n  d e  soil an ' tetch de � 
�. "Be shore dat yo ' tetch de d ir t , too , "  says , "an ' when yo ' tetch de dir�. · 
Z p' ask God in heaven tuh open de way fo ' yo ' business tuh go tuh suc:ceaa. •  
.,._ "An ' i f  yo ' don ' t  go tuh success , "  says , "ah mahself , will f ix  somep:ln fo 1 
�-· 

De .an said he d id it , [ he ]  said , an ' ' is business hadn ' t advanc ed . An' de � 
- .an vhut tole him about it , he went to him an ' tole ' im , said , "Mab bwl� 
a.-·� advanced nary a b it . "  He says , "Ah ' 11 work fo ' yo ' . "  

..._ be goes tuh de ear th out chondah [ yonder ] an ' when he goes tuh de .nil .� 
� dere, he s itten ' im  but tahf ly roo t outa de ear th - whut he say - a  roo� � 
eeJled buttahfly roo t .  He ' d  taken de b lossom of buttahfly roo t an ' mized de 

�1 M • wit buttahfly roo t tuhgethah, an 1 brought i t  back an 1 give d is ole - a 
1 eel vit nuthin but d i s  natchal roo t ,  per son ' ly [ separately] wropped up :Ia . 
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yellah homespun , an ' tole ' im , sa id , "Don ' t  put dis in yore pocket but take it 
an ' laz it in yore cash registah where yo ' handle yore change ,  where yo 1 handle 
cash money , "  says , "an ' see if yore business don ' t pick up . "  

He said he done so . Within 37 days he said dere wus mo ' trucks an ' vehicles 
an ' buggies , an ' things wit mens on, b iczcles an ' on foot , comin ' tub his busi
ness ,  da t hAd nevah been dere - ' preciated j es 1 from dat herb dat dat ole man 
give him outa de forest . Dat buttahfly root . 

Person ' ly - when yo ' hear me say dat , chew know ah mean mahself ,  per son ' ly .  
USED TUH BE A BOOTLEGGAH MAHSELF AN '  WORRIED WIT DE COUNTY OFFICAHS , an ' had a 
lotta money in de thing an ' had accumulated - havin ' so much trouble ah could 
har ' lx see mah wax tub git mah monex back quick, excep t in '  tub go through de 
punishment - makin ' up mah min ' tub go through de punishment . An ' while ah makin' 
up mah min ' tub go through de punishment , whut dat ah had heard othah people say , 
gits out an ' try some means fo ' mahself tub see if ah could bet tah mah cond it ion 
an ' tub turn a side de off icahs . An·' whatsomevah ah did - ah gitten up mahself an' 
goes an ' pick, go tub a [wise] wooman an ' ah ast de  wooman could she do any good . 

She say , "Son, zore business is so heavy, " she says , "It ' ll cost chew a hun
derd dollahs tub do de work . "  

Ah d idn ' t have d e  hunderd dollahs in ma h  han ' a t  dat paht ic ' lah time tub do 
business on , AN '  IT WUS REVEALED INTUH MAR MIND . 

[THE SPIRIT ] says , "Yo ' go out chondah tub de soil an ' when yo ' git out dere 
tub de soil , "  says , "yo ' git down on zore knees an ' de very f irst ' erb dat chew 
see in front of zo ' , "  says , "it look l ike a potato , which is a wild potato of  de 
ear th . "  Says , "Yo ' take da t outa de  earth an ' don ' t disturb de roots  - don ' t cut 
nary a root , take it out solid . An ' when yo ' take dat out solid , " says , "j es ' 
wrop it up in any kin ' a clean cloth, it mat tabs no diff ' ren ' whut it is , an .' put 
' em in yore r ight pocket wit ' in inside of yore coat , an ' go ahead on . "  

Which is a herb grows in d e  wood s  a s  a po tato , like we eat sweet potatoes 
now - dat ' s  de wild po tato . An ' da t ' s  whut ah did an ' ah ain ' t had any trouble 
wit none of de county off icahs , state off icahs or f ederal off icahs s inc e ;  an ' 
accumulated , got out , made it voluntary mahself tub go ahead on an ' quit - didn ' t  
had tub do . [The pol ice d id no t  drive me out of the bootlegging business , but 
having accumulated a little money I quit voluntarily . ]  Dat ' s  a personal affa ir 
[ experience] . 

Now, AH HEARD about othah people whut dey had done . AH HEARD of a man dat dey 
were lockin ' up [ j a il ing ] - runnin ' a [bootlegging ] business - an ' he had done 
evahthing he could do , an ' yet he had tub go tub someone [wise man] tub git somepi1 
done . An ' preadventure [ peradventure] ah an ' him got tuhgethah an ' tub talkin ' 
wit one anothah an ' ah tole him de same thing whut ah done . An ' he went an ' did 
it ovah , an ' he wus all right . Ah reckon he doin ' business like dat now. 

[ In the preceding r ite spoken by the spirit we have THE MAGIC OF THE "FIRST 
THING" SEEN FOLLOWING A GIVEN ACTION - here,  getting down on your knees . This 
type of mag ic is as old as the Bible : the story of Jephthah , who vowed to the 
Lord that if granted victory over the Ammonites aga inst whom he wa s  advancing , 
he would sacrif ice unto the Lord as a burnt offering - he would kill by burning 
the f ir st l iving thing to meet him on his return home . The f irst l iving thing 
to greet the victorious Jephthah was his own daughter (Judges 11 : 30-40) . ]  

De Book o[ Moses tells  me - which AH HEARD - dat in workin ' Egyptian witah
aPa[t , dat a man got • • •  perfected • • •  [ =  keep on pePfeat Zy good terms] wit de off i
cahs of zore said state an ' zore said countz, wheresoevah dat chew might meet 
chure o f f icahs . Salute ' em  regardless tub who he is . An ' when yo ' salute yore 
officahs,  it won ' t  be long befo ' dez goin ' care [ carry]  zo ' down befo ' de mare 
[mayor ] an ' he [ you] salute ' im . An ' when yo ' git in de mar e ' s  office  an 1 have 
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a conver sat ion an ' talkin ' wit de mar e ,  don ' t tell ' im  an1 lie at all about de 
mattah .  Jes ' t ell ' im out an ' out in plain words dat chure guilty of de cr ime , 
regardless tuh whut it might be - sellin ' whiskey or runnin1 a gaablin ' bouse or 
red light or whatsoevah it might b e  dat chure pulled [ arrested ]  fo ' . An '  while 
yo ' in ' is o f f ice at dat paht ic ' lah t ime , yo ' wanta have in yore pocket yore 
pocketknife - nuthin but chur e pocketknif e [ cylinder changed ] - nuthin but j e s '  
yor e  p ocketknif e ,  while yo ' go t chur e eyes in ' is eyes . Put chur e lef ' ban ' in 
yore lef ' pocket an ' git chur e knife in yore han ' - shet up , no t open . An '  pull 
it from yor e  lef ' -hip pocket in yore han ' , closed up , an ' whensomevah yo ' do do 
�� he gon ' a  t ell yo ' tuh go ahead on . 

Now AH HEARD dat - dat ' s  whut AH HEARD . 
(When you go before the j udge . )  
Now,  comin ' in de off icah - speed in ' dese br ing yo ' in tuh represent yore 

case - speed in ' • 
Dere ' s  one ' erb dat grows in de woods called tuh b e  samson snakeroot dat d ey 

use f o ' med ical ' erb . Take it an ' b o t t l e  it up wit gin-whiskey [ gin or white 
(uncolored )  whiskey ] or aorn whiskey . Use it as a med ical ' erb . 

We take dat same samson snakeroot an ' j es '  dry it out - AH HEARD - has tuh b e  
ground up intuh a p owdah [ f or med ic ine ] . No t anythin ' tuh do wit dat herb - AH 
HEARD - like performin ' it up in a l ickr ish [ liquid ] perform [ form] . [ In the 
present case you use the roo t neither in powd er form nor l iquid form - mixed with 
whiskey - the med ical forms . ]  Jes ' take de dry natchel ' erb an ' chew it . Chew 
dat ' erb while yo ' in de o f f ic e  among de j urges [ j udges ] an ' [ or ]  de counc ilmen 
an ' dey ' ll give yo ' a med ium f ine or eithah dey ' ll turn yo ' loo se fo ' bein '  
speed in ' unt il yo ' caught d e  nex ' t ime . 

Intoxicat in '  l ikkahs [ b y ]  which [ he ]  is come tuh be { a ]  f iend - AH HEARD - an ' 
' is wif e or ' is children desir e  de man tuh no t dr ink any mo ' . HEARD d is several 
t imes fo ' s toppin '  a man from drink .  Mo s t  people , AH HEARD , take likkah an ' 
castor o il an ' make a medical [ cure ] . It come tuh be clear lard in de l ikkah 
while it d is solvin ' . 

If a man or wooman dat ' s  intoxicated [ by ]  whiskies an ' ' is wif e desire ' im  
tuh go her way r egardles s tuh whut it is - tuh go her way , AH HEARD . An ' she ' ll 
go tuh de graveyard , AH HEARD , an ' mark 'is grave off - step 'is grave off by d e  
length of ' is garment dat he wear s .  An ' r ight wher e dat headbo ' d  come down on 
' is gooae Z [= goo z l e ,  a var iety of guz z le = throat a head ] - ah HEARD DAT - she 
kin stob [ s take ] de [ head ] bo ' d  down, an ' at ' is foot she kin stob de [ foot ] bo ' d  
down . He ain ' t gon ' a  dr ink no mo ' whiskey ; if he do , he ' ll be a dead man . AH 
HEARD dat . 

AH HEARD a wooman say dat she could take a f ig tree , whenevahs it s tar t tuh 
b ear in ' de f igs - j es '  befo ' dey come tuh b e  r ipe an ' fall from de tree - an ' she 
kin git da t milk outa de fig j e s 1 b ef o 1 it r ipe an ' cork d e  milk up intuh a form ,  
b o t t l e ,  any kin ' a  s t er il ized b o t t le ,  an ' cork it up , which i t  would b e  pure milk . 
An ' she kin take dat milk an ' she kin take high-grade lime , an ' put it intuh an
othah ves sel wit watah or eithah alcohol , which will make it mor e strong , if yo ' 
go t alcohol in der e ,  an ' shake d is heah an ' let it set tle . An ' take d is lime
watah an ' d is milk an ' she could put intuh anothah vessel altuhgethah . She ' s  go t 
heah ovah yondah in ' er box ,  she ' s got ' er HIGHLAND MOC CASIN ovah in dere an ' 
she1 s go t ' er KING SNAKE ovah in dere - each one in a separate depar tment [ com
par tment ] .  

( Snakes . )  
Snakes . An ' [ she ] 

she want ' em�h do . 
Her nex 1 -do 1 neighbor 

call dese ind ividuals in [ into ] ' er room an ' tell ' em  whut 
[ For these individuals , see later . ]  Take d is l it t le v ial . 
l ive nex ' tuh ' er an ' plant d is l it tle v ial undah ' uh [ her ] 
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do ' step or undah his do ' step , an ' when he steps ovah dat , HE IS THROUGH WALKIN '  
IN DIS WORLD . Dat ' s  from d e  f ig tree . 

(WHO PUTS THAT UNDER THE DOORSTEP ? )  
DIS SNAKE BURIES IT DERE . De  wooman who - AH HEARD - do.' s d e  work in ' er room, 

which is a "WISE-HEAD WOOMAN" , SHE SEND S DIS MILK FROM DE FIG TREE , AN ' DIS LIME
WATAH AN '  ALCOHOL , BY DIS SNAKE DAT SHE CALL OUTA HER BOX TUH MAH HOUSE OR TUH 
YORE HOUSE or  any individual , when de  moon is  j es ' beginnin ' tuh wa ste away -
aftah full moon . An ' she do ' s  dat work, AH HEARD , dat ah or yo ' will surely walk 
out ovah it , one do ' or de othah, we ga in ' come out ovah it . When we hit s de 
ground WE ARE READY RIGHT DEN TUH GO TUH DE GRAVEYARD , .£!!!.. AH HEARD dat is de 
deadliest poison, by de milk dat expand de  poison through de ind ivid ' al - d ey 
ain ' t  even go t tuh tetch it . 

[ To fully und erstand the prec ed ing wise-head woman and her two snakes ,  read 
the remarkable story of the hoodoo woman in Richmond , Va . ,  who similarly sent out 
two snakes to do her work (219 , p . 66) . We should al so no te the kind of snakes 
our wise-head woman uses : highland mocasain or copperhead , one of the few poison
ous snakes in the U . S .A . , and the king snake , a large non-po isonous snake , called 
the king of a Z Z  snakes in hoodoo because it kills  other snakes . And so poison 
and power are j oined with fear and awe of snakes and witchcraft - quit e a combi
nat ion ! We must no t forget the singl e snake sent through the a ir to dominate a 
crowded courtroom ( 248 , p . 70) . ]  

[An example of  one of those rare no t-letting-it-touch-the- skin rites follows : ] 
An individual said [ano ther way for informant to say AH HEARD ] , da t if mah 

coat wa s stole off mah body an ' ah wanted tuh git dat coat back - hung on de wall 
an ' someone taken it , ah wear it daily - whenso evah ah wanta git dat coat back 
dat stole by unknown part ies , der e  wusn ' t  but one thing fo ' me tuh do about dis  
coat . If  ah haven ' t  got a pant s tuh dis coat , ah ' ve got some shirt or somepin 
dat ah wear s ovah [und er ] d i s  coat . An ' try tuh be sure tuh git one dat ain ' t  
been wa shed , an ' outa d e  hallah o f  de lef ' arm cut out de seam dat ' s  undah de 
hallah of  de l ef ' arm . 

(The shirt that you wore under this coat that wa s stolen . ) 
De shirt dat ah ·wore undah dis  coat dat wus stol en .  Cut dat seam outa dat 

shirt undah d e  lef ' arm dat wored undah dis coat . An ' when ah cut dis out , roll 
it tuhgethah j es '  as tight as ah kin roll it . Den take it an ' git white thread , 
bran 1 -new whit e thread , an ' wrap it j es '  as tight as  ah kin wrap it , an ' put it  
back in dis  l ef ' shirt pocket , or somewheres about dis lef ' shirt , or even if ah 
have tuh pin it tuh me between de raiment s ,  de  union suit s [underclothes]  an ' no t 
let it tetch mah skin . Wit ' in 24 hour s dey ' ll have dis ind ivid ' al back tuh yo

-
,
-

where yo ' kin see ' im . Mustn ' t  let it tetch me [ the skin ] though . 
A ole lady said [ano ther sub stitut e for AH HEARD ]  she ' d  taken a match an ' she 

had been in po ssession of de match , aw she guessed , a year or bet tah , at dat pah
tic ' lah time when she ' d taken de  match an ' struck de match tuh light ' er pipe . 
Says de match j es '  exploded l ike it wus powdah or somepin .  An ' de thoughts come 
tuh her , says , "Ooh it ' s  a match dat [ I ]  had twelve long munt s [months ] an ' � 
ruint chureself - yo ' cuz in ' [ causing ] damage tuh come tuh yo ' dat chew ought 
nevah have . " 

Well , she didn ' t  know whut tuh do about de  match,  cuz dat match wus prepared 
fo ' her roun ' ' er home place dere , tuh go tuh success by f ir e .  An ' she had de
stroyed ' er own welfare of d e  future progress , an ' she didn ' t know whut tuh do . 
An1 d e  thought come tuh her , "Yo ' bettah git up an ' go tuh work now . " 

She tol e  me outa her own mouth ,  ole lady say she went way up in South Ca ' lina 
[Carolina ] , couldn ' t  git whut she wanted an ' she goes fu ' thah up in No ' t  Ca ' l ina , 
an ' she couldn ' t  git whut she want ed dere . Den she come on back home . Her home 
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- in Valdosta , Ga .  An ' she come on back home . An ' ' er miod struck, •711• "Yo ' 
lectah git up , yo-1 -go t too much property heah, dey ' s  at  chew, gon ' a  git chew, if 
,. •  don' t git up an ' go tuh work ovah yo ' self . "  Said , "Dey gon ' a  git chew. " 

AD' vhile she wus thinkin ' ,  ano thah thoughts come tuh her , sa id , "Dere ' s  no 
-..d of go in ' nowhere , yo ' done spent enough money , yo ' ain ' t  go t but a little 
1111:. •  Says , "Git chew three o f  do se ma tches dat chew go t up dere , "  says , "an ' 
r.ke dose three matches , "  says , "an ' put de heads of do se three ma tches tuh
PI'Iwb, " says , "an ' clip ' em  off j es ' as clo se up tuh de stem a s  yo ' kin git ' em . 
- when yo ' do da t , "  says , "den yo ' take do se three ma tches an ' yo ' wrop dem up 
ta a silk clo th . " Says , "When yo ' wrop ' em up in a silk clo th ,  den yo ' take a 
J!1 1ab piece of homespun an ' wrop dem up in dere an ' put ' em r ight back where yo ' 
... clat one match . "  Says , "An ' de damage is all ovah wit three matches da t o ne 
� do . "  

AB HEARD ano thah individual say about a match . He said he wanted tuh go tuh a 
Jl!!! vhere dey wus playin ' pokah , say he didn ' t  have anythin ' [ hand or luckpiece ]  
� help but about 60 or 7 0  dollah , an ' he didn ' t  know dat he wus go in ' tuh lo se 
�. Says he ' d  taken ' is ma tchbox down . One man tole ' im , says , "Now, kin yo ' 
...U..e f ire? " Says he [one man ] scratched de match an ' he ' d  taken dat ma tch an ' 
w-£ it o n  his [one man ' s ]  flesh an ' de na tural match wouldn ' t  burn [ the flesh] . 
�. ah wanted tuh know somepin ' bout dat mahself . Dat kinda go t me upstirred , 
.. ..  Dt tuh know somepin ' bout a match - ah couldn ' t  undahstan ' dat match .  It 
�· like dat , couldn ' t  undahs tan ' it . Tr ied it [ demonstrates ] .  

(I see , j ust l ike tha t :  rub that ma tch right under your forehead . )  
All right . He ' d  taken dat match an ' he go es where dat pokah game wuz an ' he 

� in dere , taken de head o f  dese matches off  an ' he rubbed ' em  in ' is han ' -
jes' de natural match [ demonstrates ] .  

(Rub s his hands together making quite a noise . )  
Put d e  match in de pocket , where he had ' is change o f  

.aid he had d e  best luck wit ' in 1 2  hours dat he evah had 
�e wit about 60 dollahs an ' come out wit 300 dollahs . 
ef cle matches - whut AH HEARD . 

' is money tuhgethah , an ' 
in ' is life . He goes in 
Dat wus done wit de powah 

[The preced ing powah of de matches was a triak , l ike the triak played o n  me by 
�r Buzzard of  Norfolk , Va . He entered the int erviewing room without saying a 
.ard ,  walked over to the interviewing table and blew flames o f  f ire out o f  his 
.aath (p . l515 , introduc tory comment following the t itle of  his interview) . The 
a!d triak o f  invisible ink was played on me by Doator Cunningham in Little Roc k ,  
AEk. , ( intro duc tory comment p . l 31 5 ,  and the let ter written t o  m e  by the spir it , 
•• 1323 , l ine 7 f . ) .  Fur ther triaks are l isted under TRICKS, pp . 2 60-2 69 . ]  

If he go t a wif e an ' she ' s  a wooman dat runs about - AH HEARD - she j es '  go t ' a 
�e her sweet baak. [ This ] is about all can be done , [ if ]  he wanta break ' er o f  
� - He wanta l ive wit dis wooman an ' raise his family o n  wit ' out any trouble , AH 
..aao. Why dis undahskirt dat she wears , do se [ bo th] strops ovah her shouldah 
.. t comes down ' cro ss ' er breasts , he clip one of  do se strops - AH ' VE HEARD - an ' 
te ties nine kno ts in dis nine night s [ o ne kno t each night ] an ' to te dat in his 
GilD pocket . An ' when he do ' s  da t ,  ah hear da t dis wooman will come in out a de 
�eets . She d es ire tuh go an ' wants tuh go but she canno t go as long a s  he go t 
� in ' is pocket . 

An '  if in case now she ' s  wise enough tuh git up an ' try tuh see af tah fo ' her
eelf ,  she ' ll _ go off  an ' have somepin done tuh make him lose dis . An ' dere is 
.ech - AH ' VE HEARD - dat grows in de woods . Dey call it , a l ittle ole ' erb , 
l!pp!hmint . It j es '  as sweet - AH HEARD - called peppahmint . Dey says da t chew , 
� �e men says yo ' kin take dis peppahmint [ rub s palms of  hand together ] an ' 
JU ' kin take it in yore own han ' [ rubs again] , dis wooman [ can] , an ' rub it in 
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' er han ' while it ' s  live [ RUBS HANDS ALL THROUGH THE TALKING ] ,  an ' go right back 
tuh her husban ' . Now while she ' s  go t it [rub s ]  in ' er han ' smellin ' so sweet ,  
ear thly , earth ou ' chondah [ out yonder ] , an ' he ' ll lo se dis cloth da t he ' s  got 
[ it ]  in - d e  string [ shouldah s trap ] he ' s  go t in ' is pocket wit d e  nine kno t s  in 
it . He ' ll lo se it . Den she ' s  done got unloo se from ' tm ag ' in .  

Now, he want s tuh git ' er back, wanta git ahead of ' er .  Dey workin ' ag ' ins ' 
one ano thah tuh git thin 1 s comin ' dere way . He gon ' a  g it ' er back ag ' in .  She ' s  
go t  d e  peppahmint s rubbed in ' er han ' . He gon ' a  git ' er back ag ' in .  

He ' s  done cut d is lef ' side o f  dat ga�ent - he gon ' a  git ' er back ag ' in -
he ' ll take dat same garment , ketch a chance an ' git dat same garment an ' he ' ll 
cut from d e  lef ' .. side aroun ' de tail-end of dis garment . Inst ead o f  tyin ' nine 
kno t s  in it dat [ this ] t ime , he ' ll sew nine knot s  aroun ' it wit thread . An ' 
he ' ll take dat same piece o f  goods whut he sewed ' em  nine knot s  aroun 1 an ' gi t  
a bra s s  saf ety pin an ' put dat ins ide of ' is clothes nex ' tuh ' tm , wher e it ' ll 
be confined tuh his sweat . An 1 dat kills 1 er befo ' she git s  away . If she leave 
dere dat t ime .  SHB 1 S GONE TUH DE GRAVEYARD . As lang as he keep dat nex ' tuh his 
sweat - ah lea�nt - she will have tuh s tay wit ' im or go tuh de graveyard . 

Evahbody know t in is po ison tuh a cer tain extent , but AH HEARD a man said 
about a t in pan, dat if ' is wife would feed ' im  outa a tin plate , he ' d  gui t ' er . 

Ah met a man an ' he had a wife ,  an ' he said if ' is wife fed ' tm  outa t in pla te, 
he ' d  quit ' er .  An ' ah want ed tuh know from ' tm, "Why would j ew quit chure wife 
cuz she feed s zhoo outa t in  plate? " He said cuz she could draw mah phosto [ photo] 
in d is t in plat e at my absent [absence ]  by de a lphabets [ init ials ] of mah name . 

Wel l ,  ah wanted tuh know from ' im ,  j es '  as a per son want ed tuh know, why could 
she do it - how could 411 dat be done . He says tuh me , says , "De Biz Books of 
Moses , about d.e 8th ver se in de Si� Books of Moses , "  he says , " t each all dis 
zac t ly - bow tuh draw mah phosto . "  

Ah aays , "Well ,  ah don ' t  know nuthin about it mahself , but ah would like tuh 
know how it wus done . " 

He says , "Den othahwiae , "  he said , " t in is poison tuh a certain ext ent . "  Say , 
" She subj ec t yo ' tuh it any t ime when she put dat ho t grub in dat t in plate . [ The 
way tuh pro tect JGU�self ] is tuh put in po ta sh or tuh put in a anartigaskit [ ? ] , 
any kin ' & aomepin dat is poison tuh de t in whieh would be unst eril iz ed . Dat miibt 
kill . "  

[An o ld note o f  mine about the t in  pan statement says , "He goes saientifia in 
this item . " ]  

� AH HEARD anothah man sa id dat ' is wif e  could take a t in plate an ' turn d is 
t i� plate down. ��ut he eat s o� of , af tah he ' s  done eat in ' s ' is suppah or done 

, ea t in 1 1 ia b�aa · us ' an ' go on tUb his j ob tuh work . An ' [ she] turn it down , an 
she kin 10 anywhere in de worl ' dat she �nta go , have all de fun she wanta have , 
an ' at [ if ]  twelve a ' clock d innah ' s  no t ready , he ' s  j es '  as quiet as a lamb - no t 
ra ise any argument , hit ' er ,  or s t irrin ' up wit ' er about d e  d innah . He got ' a  go 
back dis aftahnoon tuh wo rk an ' he got but thir t y  minutes tuh noon [ for lunch] , 
an ' j es ' a s  happy hongry [ hungry ] as he would b e  if she ' d  fed ' im .  AH HEARD dat 
about de tin pla t e .  

[ The preceding rite i s  my only example o f  a turned-down t in plate keeping a 
man happy and quiet . This is s imilar to those s imple rites to keep a per son 
asleep , usually a man, if a woman want s to go out at night - see CONTENTS . ]  

A OLE MAN , HE AST M! ONE TIME , SAYS , " SON , HOW COME YO ' WHI STLE SO MUCH? SOMFr 
BODY MlJSTA· GIVEN YO i MOCKIN ' BIRD ' S AIGS FO ' YO ' BREAKFUS ' OR SOMEP IN · "  

[Ah] says , "No ,  ah haven ' t et [ eaten] none a t  all . "  
[He ] say ,  "Well , if yo ' ain ' t go t ' em , if yo ' don ' t  quit whis t l in '  yo ' will 

git ' em" - as a comment [warning ] .  
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[The preceding belief was new to me 1 the usual one about mockiaabird eggs 
!!eiDg that ea t ing them makes you talkative (see MOCKINGBIRD . p . 461) . This is 
f!!bably the only t ime I ever heard the whistl ing var iant ; but remember .  I was 
�� collecting general folklore . ]  

Den he stopped me an ' he tole me 1 says . "Young man 1 " says 1 "listen1 ah'm a 
ole .. n . " Says 1 "Ah been heah a long t ime an ' ah heard of many things siuc:e ah 
lee�� heah in dis worl ' 1 but ah ' m  gonna tell yo ' whut ah did heard . "  He say 1 "Yo ' 
_.,. come tub be a man wit a family somet ime an ' yo ' may desire tub raise yore 
cldl.clren up r ight in d is worl ' an ' l ive r ight in yore family . "  

Be says 1 "An ' yore wife or yore childr en run about ovah de woods . " he says 1 
-robbin '  b ird nes tses an ' gittin ' fust one b ird egg 1 an ' bus t one lit tle b ird 
�a de nestses an ' br ing in ' ' em up tub yor e  home where yo ' raisin ' dem children 
up dere . "  He says 1 "Trouble will grow in yore family . " He says 1 "Whatevah yo ' 
do 1  remembah 1 DON ' T  LET CHURE CHILDREN RAMBLE DE FOREST AN ' BOTHAH DO SE LITTLE 
RNLS WHILE DEY ARE LAYIN ' DEY AIGS IN DEY NESTSES 1 "  he said 1 "cuz [ o f ]  dat blue
lti.rd aig 1 person ' ly 1 " says 1 "dat blueb ird aig in dat nest . "  He says 1 "Dere ' s  a 
pi.son aig la id in dere 1 "  he says 1 "an ' de word i s  zac tly as used [ po ison] . 

Be says 1 "Ah kin g it it or yo ' kin g it it 1 or any o thah man 1 dat knows any
ddn' about an a ig 1  kin git d is a ig 1 " he says 1 "an ' yo ' can ' t  take it in de palm 
of yo '  han ' to saf e  [ save]  yo ' life 1 " he says 1 "an ' break it . Yo ' kin take it 
.. taway [ demonstrates ] an ' yo ' can ' t  break it . Yo ' kin take it s ideways [ demon
Bttates ]  an ' yo ' can ' t  break it - can ' t  crush it no way . " He says 1 ":But chew 
kin sit any of de rest of d em  a igs outa der e  an ' yo ' kin break ' em . "  

Ah wanted tub know from ' tm  how could it be po ison f rom de rest of ' em .  He 
• .,... "Ah ' ll tell yo ' how come it ' s  poi son . "  

He says 1 "Yo ' p ick up de Fo 'th Book of Moses , an ' ah ' ll po int chew furthah 
den ah kin tell yo ' .  But ah ' 11 tell yo ' how come it ' s  po ison , " he says 1 "becuz 
4f.a b ird is no t a fowl l ike any o thah fowl of de a ir . "  Says 1 "We could use any 
ol:bah fowl o f  de air : we could eat it 1 we could make bro th1 make soup 1 or we 
could use de aigs 1 "  says 1 "but chew can ' t  use dis one . Da t ' s how come it ' s  
pof.son . " 

Den ah met ano thah man youngah den ' im  a f ew years latah 1 tellin ' about aigs 
an' one thin ' ' no thah - fust one aig an ' den de o thah . He says 1 "A eagle a ig 1 " 
be says 1 " is one of de pur t t iest [ prettiest ] aigs" he says 1 "ah evah is looked 
at in mah l if e  in de nes ' . "  He says 1 "But whenevah de eagle is laid dis a ig in 
de cliff s of de mountain . " says 1 "dey always watch d is a ig .  He do dat 1 " he says . 
•cuz he don 1 t want d e  egg disturbed no t ime 1  an ' if yo ' don ' t  wa tch de a igs 1 why 
de young eagle will be disturbed in de aig . "  

Den he says 1 "Yo 1 kin take d is eagle ' s  a ig 1  if yo ' be wise enough tub git de 
eagle ' s  a ig 1  [ if you ]  kin ke tah de drops o n  de eagle [ take him unawares ] . while 
de eagle were tub eat or had his eyes off  de nest 1 or de she is off  de nest feed
in ' ; if yo ' be wise enough tub GIT D IS EAGLE ' S  AIG OUTA DE NEST in de c l if f s  o f  
de mounta in 1 " says 1 "YO ' GOT ENUFF I N  YORE HAN ' TUH ' CUMULATE MILLIONS AN ' MIL
LIONS OF DOLLARS IN D IS WORL ' • " 

Ah wanted tub know how could dat be done 1 cuz ah wus interested ' bout dat 
.. hself r ight dere . 

He says 1 "Yo ' sit d is eagle aig in yor e han ' , "  he says 1 "yo ' go tub de swamp 1 "  
he says 1 "an ' when yo ' g it tub de swamp 1 "  say 1 "dere ' s  a root down dere called 
A!:lmp l"oot . "  He says 1 " It ' s  performed in medic ine all ovah de United States -
A!:lmp l"oot . He says . "Yo ' take dis heah same eagle ' s  a ig dat yo ' git an ' yo ' 
af.t dis swamp roo t ,  an ' • "  says 1 "yo ' break de eagle ' s  a ig while de roo t is green 
[hear him hit his hands together ] ovah dat roo t . An ' take dat same roo t an ' � 
wrap it up in any kin ' of a cloth exc ep t in ' wool - yo ' don ' t  put it [ in] no wool 
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at all . Yo ' take dat same piece of ' erb from de earth , "  say , " yo ' kin tote dat 
in yore pocketbook , "  says , " it ' ll care [ carry] yo ' tuh wealth anywhere in de 
United States da t chew may go . "  AH HEARD da t ' bout de aig s . 

AH HEARD about a black hen dat lays a a ig j es '  as white as any othah chicken , 
but outa de body [ egg bag ] dat dis aig come from is red j es '  lak any o t hah chick
en . But de pas sage from de bowels of dis chicken, which is a black hen, AH ' VE 
HEARD dat chew kin take de pas sage of dis bowel from dis black hen , which lays 
de white aig like de o thah ones [ THI S IS HIS HOUSE-THAT-JACK-BUILT STYLE] ,  com
pound it intuh a powdah perform [ form] as it dries , j es '  lak, as yo ' know, any 
o thah kin ' of a herb or somepin from de soil . An ' yo ' kin take dat same powdah 
from dis black hen ' s bowels an ' yo ' kin mix it in a powdah perform wit pure tal
cum powdah - AH BEARD - tuhgethah . An ' when yo ' mix it wit pure talcum powdah ,  
YO ' GO T  S£»ml'IN IN YORE HANDS TUH DRAW ANY WOOMAN IN D E  UNITED STATES - min ' s 
[ any woman ' s mind ] tuh yo ' dat chew want , don ' t care who she is - if yo ' kin git 
cla s t  enuff j es '  tuh have a conver sa t ion wit ' er ,  or eithah git some ma il tuh ' er 
an ' sprinkle j es '  a little of dis powdah perform [ form] in d is ma il [ letter ] , as 
it ' sposed tuh go tuh [ on]  her , which it will [when the letter is opened ] . [See 
LETTER, p . 599 and elsewhere . ] 

Mackerel fish in pure salt , a s traight real macker el f ish .  Yo ' know salt 
called to be purified - whut AH HEARD about it - dat wus taken up outa de br iant 
[ brine] , soaken ovah, sterilized , whut ' sposed tuh be f ish fried fo ' br eakfus ' an' 

wuz ate fo ' breakfus ' .  An '  de indiv id ' al who ate de f ish fo ' br eakfus ' ,  while de 
lady wus fryin ' de f ish - AH HEARD - wus prepar in ' de meal fo ' her family , she 
pr epared a dOse in dis f ish person ' ly fo ' her husban ' .  AH HEARD dat when prepar
in ' dis dOse she go t t en a earthworm from de earth . It ' s  called tuh be a ra l ly [ ? ] , 
a long blue ear thworm called to be a ra l ly ,  a ra l ly bait from de earth . An ' while 
she wus preparin ' dis f ish,  she fried dis ra l ly in a sesperate [ separat e ]  vessel 
an ' put ten dis salt f ish in dere wit it , dis ra l ly ,  fo ' her husban ' . He eaten 
j es '  lak de rest of ' em  but it wus f ixed in a sesperate preserve fo ' ' im  tuh eat . 
Wit ' in 24 hour s it formed in ' is intestines snakes from de f ish - snakes . 

Dis busban ' dat had dat snake in ' is int est ines , yo ' know from dat f ish,  AH 
HEARD dat dis snake had tuh be taken out of ' im dat wus put in through f ish . AH 
HEARD dat it wus taken out through f loundah , which is a f ish dat swims on dey 
s ide - AH BEARD .  

Now d e  same individual dat cooked d e  food d idn ' t cook d is f loundah f ish , but 
it wus worked in ano thah perform through a ' erb by a wisah wooman den she wu"'S:'"""' 
An ' she goes out an ' digs up from de ear th de gall of de ear th which wus made in 
a l ickr ish [ l iquid ] perform. [ She ] had taken dis same floundah an ' worked dis 
f loundah fish up in flour , an ' made p ills from de gall of de earth,  out d is ' erb , 
an ' pas sed it tuh dis same husband an ' de snakes wus shed from ' is bowel s ,  an ' de 
man lived . 

AH HEARD talk of de ha ir from a dog ' s back - no t a dog wit de mange or no 
kinda disease a tall - a certain place outa de dog ' s  back , between de shouldahs 
near his lef t shouldah at ' is backbone , j es '  pull de stran ' of hair . De wooman 
done dat . SQe wanted tuh ketch ' er husban ' havin ' communica t ion wit de o thah 
wooman . She wusn ' t ,  yo ' know, wise enough o thahwise tuh ketch ' im  an ' - unt il 
she wus taught dat , AH HEARD - an ' dis same yard dog whut followed ' im evah day , 
daily . She ' d  taken de ha ir from dis dog an ' wroppen de hair up - some of ' is 
[man ' s ] hair tuhgethah . An ' when she wroppen de [ dog ' s  and man ' s ]  hair up tuh
gethah, AH HEARD , dat she taken dis ha ir an ' wra pped it up intuh a yellah piece 
o f  homespun . An '  it wus tole tuh her tuh put dis ha ir in a pr iva t e  place some
wher e& aroun ' de f iahplace , where she would know where it wus always an ' could go 
tuh it . An 1 while her husban ' bein ' aroun ' de place ,  a s  men ' s gen ' ly [ generally] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Root8ork - 1965 

�. his sweethear t ,  de one dat he wanted tuh see,  passed along by, an' he had 
._s1 ness tuh go in de street s . Well , she d idn ' t  have anything tub do bu� reach 
.. an' git de hair in ' er han ' an ' let�m go on tuh head of her an ' ' is dog 
IDllahin ' behind ' im .  An ' de dog car ed [ carr ied ] ' er direc tly tuh de bushes -
t.h de very spo t where her husban ' an ' ' i s sweethear t wu s . 

If de hair from undah d i s  dog ' s  f eet , aroun ' dis dog ' s  f eet anywhere , � 
lolled in co f f ee an ' dis man drunk it - an ' when he drunk it he wus de same as a 
..a dog - he couldn ' t  stay a t  home , couldn ' t  stay nowher es . He had tuh leave 
• .. 7 from his wif e  an ' children fo ' de sake of dis sweethear t on de out side . His 
wi£e got ten tired of i t  an ' she run ' im  away . 

Ligh�nin ' str ikin 1 dead wood . D en AH ' VE HEARD of lightin ' strikin ' gr een wood. 
AB'VI HEARD talk of l ightnin ' str ikin ' d ead wood an ' splittin '  d e  tr ee through de 
J!!! [= peth = pith ]  - de little shaddahs [= shadaers ] of de splintahs all shat
tabed [ =  shaddered? ] aroun ' out cro ss de ear th . 

[The preceding word shaddahs , my correction of transcriber ' s  shadows in or ig
t.al .anuscr ipt ,  is sur ely the word shadders that I met for the fir st time on the 
... �ern Shor e of Maryland in 1936 . Shadders = sha t t er s ,  a plural o f  the noun 
... ��er (a fragment of anything sha t t er ed ) , meaning in southern U . S . A . , fal l en 
fdae leaves or needles (see a good example of this usage in 7 2 3 ,  p . 240) . Whether 
t.formant says shattahed [ shat t er ed ] or shadder ed , I am unabl e  to say . Regard
less of word s ,  the essense of the r i t e  is spl inter s caused by l ightning str iking 
a dead tree . For l ightning- struck wood , see pp . 514-517 and el sewher e . ] 

Go an ' p ick up do se splintahs from de ear th out yondah an ' take ' em  in yor e  
..a han ' .  If yo '  desir e  tuh stop a man or wooman, AH HEARD , from havin ' communi
ca�ion or deal in ' s  wit one ano t hah, an ' no t dey kin even be tuhgethah an ' den 
caa1 � have communication wit one ano thah . 

Yo ' take do se thr ee splintahs - ah learnt , AH HEARD dis - three go es s traight 
... den three cro sses , in small groups . Yo ' wrop do se three tuhgethah wit twine 
ar ei�hah small f lax or somepin where it will s t ick an ' no t be slippin ' , an ' yo ' 
t�ace dat undah de brick aroun ' yore f iahplace an ' yo ' don ' t  move it . Jes ' place 
1£ uudah der e  an ' l et it stay undah dem br icks , [ and ] s ' long [ so long ] as it s tay 
'-Fe. yore wif e or yor e  husban ' ,  who so evah, dat ar e givin ' yo ' d e  trouble in de 
�e, he or she on de out side , der e ' s  no mo '  trouble out dere . Yo ' needn ' t  
�117 ' bout dat cuz dat ' s  de dead wood - dat ' s  from de d ead tree . 

Den AH HEARD from de live tr ee dat de l ightnin ' has struck an ' j es ' skinned de 
'-rk off . Dat l ittle stuff between de bark an ' de sap an ' de hear t o f  de tree . 
Uba� chew call de sap , AH ' VE HEARD ' em  say , dat chew kin take dat l i t t l e  sap an ' 
JD 1  kin boil it i n  t ea ,  an ' give it  tuh a wooman an ' [ or ]  give i t  tuh a g irl or 
toy, regardless tuh who dey i s ,  an ' yo ' kin make ' em fellah yo ' anywher e  i n  d e  
��ed S t a t e s  d a t  chew want s tuh go , an ' bring dey earnin ' s  tuh yo ' whatsoevah it 
!dJA� be . If dey ' s  makin ' a good salary - $ 5 0  or $ 6 0  a month or a week - when 
� git it dey come tuh yo ' befo ' dey dispo se of it . AH HEARD of dat . 

[HERE COMES THE THOMAS PARR STORY . ] 
If a man has done la sed out , AH HEARD ,  is go t t en tuh de place dat he done 

loaed teeto t ly [ to tally] �� can ' t  t ell [ why ] , his vitally [ vital ity] gone down , 
can ' � do anythin ' at· all , noway . AH ' VE HEARD by a OLD MAN ONE HUNDERD AN '  SOME 
YEARS OLE , AH HEARD ' im said , he ' d  go t t en so dat he couldn ' t  do i t  in noway , j es '  
aone clean down altuhgethah . He walked out one mawnin ' , when he walked out an ' 
he looked up an ' thought about how t imes used tuh be by lookin ' ovah d e  f emales 
.alkin '  ' long , he j es '  sweat all ovah , he didn ' t  know whut tuh do , nearly ' bout 
tah go intuh spasms in ' is min ' • Some pin said tuh ' im , says 1 "Yo ' heah yet ' bout 
as long as yo ' kin hole a t easpoonful of meal husks in de palm of yor e  l ef ' han ' , 
al..l yo ' go t ta do is tuh go tuh work . "  
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Says he goes down tuh de drug s to ' an ' a s t  de doctor [ druggist ] ,  says , "Lookee 
heah , Doc , "  says , "ah ' m  done losed out . "  Says , "Mah vitally ' s  [vitality ' s ] done 
lost out . "  Says , "Ah got a family an ' ah want s  yo ' tuh do somepin fo ' me . "  

D e  doc ast ' im ,  says , "How long yo ' lo st out ? "  
H e  says , "Oh ,  some twelve-fif t een yeahs . "  
He says , "Ah can ' t do yo ' any good . "  Says , "Why yo ' d idn ' t come earl iah ? "  

He says , "Ah kin work d e  cold outa yore sys tem a l l  right , h e  says , "an ' a h  kin 
prob ' ly give yo ' some med ic ine tuh open yore b laddah connec tion an ' evahthin ' an ' 
git dhure kidneys in good shape fo ' pa ssin ' watah an ' sech like da t , "  he sa id , 
"but yore natUl'e ' s  done bad . "  Says , "Ah can ' t  do a thing fo ' yo ' . " [Druggist ] 
lef ' ' im in bad condit ion . 

De ole man said he come on back home an ' he sot aroun ' dere an ' he wondered 
an ' he wondered , an ' up come two- three young mens talkin ' an ' go in ' on about 
diff ' ren ' woomans an ' girl s ,  an ' a thought come tuh his min ' . He says he go t up 
an ' got ' is ole grubb in ' hoe an ' he went on out to de forest an ' he went tuh dig
g in '  ' erbs . He dug up a ' erb out dere called bZuegrass . Evah ' body in de South
ern States da t knows anythin ' about ' erb s know somepin ' bout bluegrass . He dug 
d is bluegrass up . Never mind no [ o ther roo ts ] . He says , "Git as much as a pound 
or more . "  Take it tuh de house , de ' erb s from de woods .  He dug it up an ' went 
on tuh de house an ' he washed de ' erb s an ' he put do se ' erb s on in a ole vessel . 
He bo iled dose ' erb s until de ' erb s come tuh b e  perf ec ' ly pieces - almo st as yo ' d  
cook a salad j oo know. Taken de ' erb s from de lickrich [ l iquid ] an ' dreened 
[ drained ] it out . So when he dreened de herb s out from de lickrish , says , "Don ' t  
dr ink it ho t . "  Says , "Let it stan ' 24 hours as near as yo ' could come at it -
tuh be cool . "  Says , "Den yo ' take nine swallahs seven mawnin ' s  he says , "An ' de 
eight mawnin ' , "  he says , " yo ' ll be all r ight . "  He d iden so , says he nearly about 
almo s ' forgo tten it , but it j es '  come tuh ' is min ' an ' he go ahead an ' taken it . 
An ' in de seventh an ' eighth mawnin ' he woken up early an ' . say his natUPe feelin ' 
woke ' im  up j es ' de same as he had been a young boy seventeen years ole - s tand
in ' waitin '  fo ' ' im . All come from dat b luegras s from de soil - from de ear th . 

(This is some thing that happened to you . All r ight , tell me the whole story . )  
AH WUS OUT IN LOU ISIANA - NEW ORLEANS . When ah wus out dere ah had a wooman 

tuh throw at me an ' dis right arm - she throwed at me in dis r ight arm an ' go t t en 
dis arm tuh where ah couldn ' t  use it fo ' three weeks no way ,  form , shape or fash
ion ,  simply cuz ah wouldn ' t  ant ic ipate tuh go her way . 

While AH WUS OUT dere ah goes ovah tuh Plat tmans [ ? ]  TUH SEVEN SISTAHS an ' AST 
DEM TUH DIANO SE [ d iagno s e ]  MAH CASE .  Dey ' s known not tuh miss , but dey missed 
dat arm - dey d id miss it . Ah given ' em dere price . DE PRICE DEY CHARGED ME , 
$ 50 tuh s tra ighten dat arm tuh where ah could use it lak yo ' see it ' s  natural 
now . DEY FAILED TUH DO IT . Come on back tuh New Orleans an ' when ah go t back 
in New Orleans mah arm wus painin ' , wus hurtin '  me so bad an ' it looked lak ah 
wus j es '  [ I  interrupt him] . 

(Just a moment .  Where d id you go to see them , over acro ss t he river ? )  
' Cross d e  rivah - Plat tman . 
[ Could he mean Plaquemine ? ] 
[ For the Seven Sisters , see p . 74 5 ; p . l 2 5 5 , line 1 5f . ;  p . l41 7 , line 3 2 f . ;  and 

perhaps elsewhere . ]  
An ' ah go tten back in New Orleans mah arm wus hur t in '  me so bad it looked lak 

ah wuz j es '  about in d is right fo ' head , temple , tuh go beyond . Goes tuh de drug 
s tore an ' ah ast de druggis ' two bits [ 25 ¢ ]  worth of a spirin tablet s ,  taken a 
couple o f  ' em . Goes tuh mah room an ' lays down . While ah wuz layin ' down sleep
in ' at mah ease , SOMEPIN COME TUH MAH MIND , says , " IF YO ' WANTA STAY HEAH IN D I S  
WORL ' ANY LONGAH , YO ' HAD BETTAH GIT U P  AN ' GO TUH WORKIN ' O N  YO ' OWNSELF . "  An ' 
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ah vuz unwise tuh de fact , no t knowin ' whut in de worl ' tuh do fo ' mahself . Ah 
done went tuh wisah people - so sa id tuh be t en t imes wisah den me - an ' dey did
n' t know whut tuh do . Went tuh a medical doctor an ' he done dianose de cas e ,  say 
rheuma tism or rheumatic , some kin ' a  inf lammatary rheumat ism,  an ' dey doctor ed on 
�t an' hadn ' t  done any good . Ah gittin '  up from mah bed an ' caught de train an ' 
ca.e on back tuh Mer idian , Mis s . , an ' gits o f f  at Mer id ian , Miss l ,  tuh mah s istah. 

She says , " Bro thah , whut ' s de trouble? " 
Ah says , " Honey , ah couldn ' t  t ell yuh but one thing . "  Ah says , "A wooman 

'l::ltztowed at me in New Or leans . "  
She says , "nat ' s  all r ight . "  
Taken me tuh mah gran ' auntie - mah gran ' aunt ie wuz a wooman dat worked Egyp

tian witchcraft all-a her life . · [Doctor Heard comes from a family of doctors . ] 
AD' de very moment dat she looked at mah arm , she says , "Jes ' wait a f ew minutes." 

She goes intuh ' er room an ' comes out wit a little ole vial somep in ' bout lak 
.. � [demons trates ] ,  an ' she begin tuh rubb in ' it lak dis , an ' mah arm been 
�ght evah since . Da t ' s  per son ' ly tuh me [ that ' s  a per sonal exper ienc e ] . 
lbw. vhut wus in dat ah didn ' t  know at da t pahtic ' lah t ime ,  but ah ast ' er af tah 
.ala arm gotten bettah , says , "Aunt ie , " says , "ah don ' t know where ah been in de 
.urlcl. "  say , "yo ' tell me . "  Ah says , "Ah won ' t  t ell nobody . "  

She says , " Son, dere ain ' t but one thin ' in dat , "  she says , "an ' ah kin tell 
JD '  11hut dat is . "  She says , "Ain ' t nuthin but trumpet root . "  

"Buthin, " she says , "but t�umpet roo t , " she says , "j es ' pound up tuh a powdah 
-· dat ' s  all . "  She says , "When ah rub dese thin ' s tuhgethah , "  says , "ah a s t  de 
b�hah in heaven tuh move de pain . " Say , "An ' dis ' erb is heah fo ' me tuh use • 
.. � · ·  vhut yo ' ll ·  have tuh use . "  

[That preceding trumpet roo t , I should have made an at tempt to have him ident
�; but an informant ' s  descr ip t ion of a root or plant was almo st always a waste 
.af time . There are examples of  my attempt s  in HOODOO . Besides , to me a trumpet 
EDO� would be the trumpet creeper (Campsis radioans ) ,  which I had known all my 
l1fe; but in Southern U . S . A . , a trumpet plant , flower or roo t , could be any of 
..a, plant s :  several pitcher plant s ,  espec ially Sarracenia flava ; several o f  the 
�a Datura� Campsis (one ment ioned above) , Bignonia (one in the text , B cap
zwa£ata = cross vine , see margin t itle , p . 54 2  and elsewhere . ] 

CANDLE D IVINER OF NEW ORLEANS 

YO ' KIN "READ" [TELL FORTUNES WITH] A YELLOW CANDLE • • •  
IT BURNS A LITTLE INDIFF 'REN ' FROM DE REST OF 'EM • • •  

YO ' ANOINT IT WIT HOLY WATER • • •  
DON 'T WET IT TOO MUCH BECAUSE IT WON 'T BURN • • •  

GET YO ' A [DRINKING] GLASS DAT 'S NEVER BEEN USED • • •  
GET • • •  LINSEED OIL • • •  POUR DAT LINSEED OIL IN DAT GLASS • • •  

ABOUT A INCH • • •  SETS • • •  CANDLE DOWN IN THERE • • •  LIGHTS • • •  CANDLE • • •  
IF IT 'S A PARTY DAT YO ' WANTA KNOW SOMEPIN ABOUT 

IT 'LL [MELTING WAX WILL ] FORM DE IMAGE OF 'EM IN DAT OIL 
SUPPOSE • • •  SOME MAN WUS VISIT IN ' YOUR HOUSE • • •  WHILE YO ' • • •  A WAY • • •  

YO ' • • •  SEE HIS IMAGE AN ' • • •  IMAGE OF DAT HOUSE IN DAT OIL • • •  
IF EVERYTHIN ' WUS WORKIN ' WELL THERE • • •  

WHILE DAT CANDLE MELTS THERE 
THERE GOING TO BE A LITTLE STRAIGHT STRING 

[ OF CANDLE DRIPPING] IN DAT OIL 
BUT IF THERE 'S ANY DIFFICULTY IN THERE [THE BOUSE] 
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YO ' GOIN ' SEE LITTLE BREAKS IN DAT CANDLE 
WHERE IT MELTS AT, SOMEPIN LIKE LITTLE KNOTS 

NEW ORLEANS 1 LOU IS IANA 

[ Here is a competent prac t it ioner of his craf t 1  New Orl eans styl e 1 late 1930 ' s .  
Year s ago on the original manuscr ip t I marked him exc ellent . Some of his ma t er ial 
makes add i t ions to the hoodoo aorpus . espec ially the t i tl e quo ta t ion . a d ivina t ion 
which may be the only example of ol eomancy in HOODOO . He 1 No . 8 7 3 1  was coll ec ted 
on cylind ers A605 : 1-A618 : 4  = 14 21-14 33 . ]  

Well 1 yo ' could get yo ' some new wine - get yo ' some wine an ' get yo ' some· 
mus tard seed 1 an ' go to a graveyard an ' get yo ' some d ir t  off  a grave [ three in
gred ient s ] ; an ' mix dat up togethah an ' carry it an ' spr inkl e r ight down befo ' de 
do ' there 1 an ' it won ' t b e  but a sho r t  whil e befo ' dey ' ll be moved . 

(Now1 that ' s  wha t I want to hear ; j us t  l ike tha t  - all these tales . ) 
[Tales is scarcely the word . ]  

Well 1 yo ' could take yo ' some frankinc ens e .  some brown sugah an ' mix dat up 
tuhgethah 1 an ' get yo ' a bo t tl e  of ammo nia an ' scrub your house out wi t it early 
in de mornin ' j us t  about sunr is e . [ Three ingred ient s . ] An ' take some of dat 
frankincense an ' burn it  in there - dat ' s  for drawin ' power. Yo ' ll soon have 
your house rented . 

( I  see . ) 
Go out an ' get yo ' a bunch of green par sl ey . take yo ' some ahamber Zye 1 an ' 

get yo ' a box of consecra ted [ concentrated ] lye [ three ingr ed ient s ] . Yo ' take 
dat par sley an ' yo ' put it on a f ire 1 hea t it unt il yo ' kin pound it up . Yo ' 
pound dat par sley up 1 yo ' mix it  up wi t dat ahamber Zye . yo ' mixes da t [ concen
trated ] lye up wi t it 1 yo ' puts it  in a bo t tl e 1  see . Yo ' s tops dat bo ttle up 
good an ' yo ' turns da t bo t tl e  upside down 1 an ' hid es it in some place dere 1 con
ceal it wher e nobody will f ind it . I ' ll guarantee yo ' nobody will ever l ive in 
dat house .  

(How do you unaross this triak ? How do you do tha t ? ) 
Well 1 d e  way he could unaross it . He could get him some holy watah an ' get 

' im  hor s erad ish - dat ' s  de powdah only 1 see - an ' get ' im  a bo t tl e  o f  ammonia 1 
household ammonia 1 see . [ Three ingred ient s . ] He kin mix all dat up tuhgethah 1 
yo ' see . He could go aroun ' an ' spr inkl e his floor 1 all four o f  d e  cornahs 
first - see 1 all de way aroun ' an ' all four o f  de cornahs . See . D en he goes out 
an ' he spr inkl es de s teps o f f  good - scrub it off good . Dat will unaross dat . 

[ Informant opens his interview with four r i t es 1 each having three ingred ients. ] 
(Wha t can they do wi th a pho tograph? ) 
[ Af ter my ques t ion I am late turning on my machine . miss ing word arossroad. 

the r eason I ment ion i t  as soon as po ssible . ]  
Well 1 yo ' can take a per son ' s  pictur e 1  i f  it ' s  on a t intype - take dat pic ture 

an ' take yo ' an !a&• Yo ' go es out ther e [ to a crossroad ] an ' gets yo ' an indel
ibl e penc il . Yo ' wr i t es de party ' s  name on dat egg - see 1 yo ' wr i t e  it three 
times on da t egg . Then yo ' take dat pic t ur e  an ' d ig yo ' a ho l e  in d e  ground an ' 
yo ' turn da t p ic ture upside down an ' yo ' bur ies dat egg r ight on top of i t 1 see . 
Cover it  over good . see . Aftah yo ' cover it over . den yo ' take dat penc il an ' yo' 
draw a cro ss "X" for all fo ' of de cornahs of dat road wi t dat penc il - cro ss it 
out an ' l eave it s tay there . 

(You draw a cro ss a t  all four corners of this crossroad - fork of the road ? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcra f t  - Rootwork - 1 9 6 9  

Yes, yo ' see , l ike de road crosses like dat , yo ' draw a cornah from there 
[that corner ] to dis cornah of de road ovah here , yo ' see . From dat cornah ovah 
Cbere, an ' den yo '  cross it  down there j us '  like dat - connect dem all tuhgethah . 
Yo '  see , dat ' s  a cross , "X"-like , yo ' see . Mad e dat in de ground - yo '  see , d e  
t.aae of i t  i n  de ground an ' yo ' leave it s tay ther e .  

[This i s  also the magia of the diagonal ; her e ,  two diagonals crossing each 
GOer . ] 

�t will tha t  do then? What will thi s  do ? )  
well, if it ' s  a par ty dat yo ' want to get r id of - yo ' understan ' .  Well , dat 

� get rid of ' tm  - dat will keep ' im on a wandah all de t ime , he can ' t s tay 
....tlere he goes . 

(I see . ) 
See, where all de traffic crosses over ' tm , he ' ll contin ' ly go . 
� if a per son was trying to harm yo ' ,  yo ' could get yo ' some of dat hor se

.-diah dat ah tole yo ' awhile ago - dat ' s  a powdered herb - an ' get yo ' some 
IKaaD augah .  Yo ' mixes dat u p  tuhgethah, yo ' see , an ' yo ' wear i t  in both o f  
J!E! shoes . See . An ' yo ' could get yo ' some holy watah an ' anoint yor eself wit 
t£ au' ah ' ll guarant ee nobody could harm yo ' .  

(You do all these things together ? )  
Yes, d e  th.r>ee rrri::ces tuhgethah . 
(I see . ) 
IDbody can harm yo ' .  Take yore bath in dat holy watah , nobody can harm yo ' .  
[BE NOW DISCUSSES TIME IN HOODOO - see T IME AND HOODOO SPELL , pp . 349-361 . ]  
(tell me about tha t . )  
� .  yo ' see ,  IF SOME PERSON HAD D ID SOMEPIN TO YO , it doesn ' t  work - IT 

...si' T  TAKE A DEEP EFFECT ON YO ' AT ALL TIMES . Now , early in de mornin ' befo ' 
� o ' clock , yo ' will feel dis severely . Understand . Aft er nine o ' clock an ' de 
... is beginnin ' to heat out , yo ' won ' t feel i t  so , it ' ll lull down . Well , in de 

fDB aroun ' thr ee o ' clock - from pas t  thr ee o ' clock on until round nine o ' clock 
� !ilht ,  yo ' ll f eel it  severely . See . Yo ' ll have dat funny fee Zin ' .  Well now , 
�·11 work dataway every dat - every day at dat par tic ' lar t tme ,  see . Because 
..._ dey OPO BB yo ' up like dat ,  they sets dat at a cer tain t tme af tah yo ' - well , 
� dat t tme yo ' ll f eel i t  sever ely . Aftah den it ' ll lull down an ' yo ' won ' t 
�- nAT ' S  HOW YO ' TELL DE D IFF ' RENC E .  

� THAT AND ORD INARY S ICKNESS ? )  
YES ,  SIR .  
� .  if yo ' wet yor e feet , like yo ' goin ' take a bath - bath yor e f eet o f f , 

� .often dat skin on ther e .  Get yo ' a knif e  o r  somepin othah an ' scrape all 
� dead skin off of ther e .  Af tah yo ' scrape it  o f f , put s  it  o n  a [ tin top ] or 
..... in othah , put s  it on a slow fir e .  Yo ' heats i t  up till it  parches where yo ' 
a.. -.ke a powdah out of i t . Yo ' take dat powdah den an ' yo ' kin put it in some 
wld-tey or some milk , or anything dat yo ' kin give a person to drink .  Well , now, 
� .un ' t kill dem, but it will draw dem to yo ' all de t ime . Say , fo ' ' ninstance, 
.r � wus a woman , it will draw her to yo ' all de t tme an ' she will follow yo ' 
.. �,.ndbere yo ' go - can ' t get r id o f  ' er .  

A person could go ·der e an ' take up de tread of yor e foot track like dat - take 
� �read up , see . Af ter [ that ]  dey takes it up an ' mix a little ltme wit it . 

(U.e? ) 
1f.e, enough to hold dat dirt tuhgethah , see , an ' makes it - dey wet s  d en an ' 

' pe  a small pas t e  out o f  it . Aftah dey makes a paste out o f  dat , get ' um  a 
� of black s ilk clo t h .  Under s tand ? An '  dey sew dat past e  u p  i n  ther e - j es '  
.. l!aath of yore foot track . Yor e  whole foot track an ' everythin ' ,  dey sew dat 
.. iD ther e , yo ' see . An' dey kin take an ' hang i t  up ovah de door or eithah 
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bury it some p lace , l ike dat , yo ' see . Yo ' will nevah go away from dem people . 
(You mean , bury that under the door ? )  
Yes , undah de door . 
( I  see . ) 
Dey get holt of some of yor e  hair . D ey take dat hair an ' pla t  i t  - make a 

small plat or yo ' could twist it up t ight , yo ' see . Get yo ' a p iece of blue si lk 
linen an ' a spool of blue silk thread . Yo ' put s it in dere - make a l it tle bag 
out o f  i t . Yo ' wrap it good wit dat thread , but always wrap it comin ' to yo ' , 
yo ' under stan ' .  Wrap it comin ' to you [ demonstrates ] l ike d is all de t ime . Af tah 
dey wraps dat up , den dey take dat an ' dey wear dat in dey pocket , yo ' see , an ' 
yo ' ll fellah d em  everywhere dey go . 

(What kind o f  cloth do they make that bag out o f ? )  
A piece o f  red flannel . 
[ The co lor of the preced ing bag is not a problem . Hands are somet imes put in 

one bag and enclosed in a second bag - t he lat t er usually red f lannel . Her e ,  
however , I think the ha ir was packaged in blue cloth,  t ied up with blue thread , 
and then sewed up in a red flannel bag . Blue symbolizes true love (see FAC I , 2nd 
ed . ,  1000 2-10004 , p . 456) . ]  

[ In the following r it e  he beg ins with the word ur ine because I had evident ly 
used it in my unrecorded question, but he soon returns to his usual ahambeP lye . 
This occas ional repetit ion o f  each o ther ' s  words - exchange between author and 
informant - I  have d iscussed in the INTRODUCTION . ] 

Dey kin harm yo ' wit dat urine , if dey want s to get yo ' down in yore stomach -
yo ' under stan ' ,  don ' t wanta kill yo ' .  Don ' t wanta inj ure yo ' ,  yo ' know, any way 
bad - j is '  get yo ' down wher e yo ' ll be weak in yore stomach. Take dat ahambeP 
lye , get yo ' some Sloan ' s L iniment an ' get yo ' some cayenne peppah [ three ingre
d ient s ] . Yo ' put s dat in a bo t t le ,  see . Yo ' sweetens dat ur ine , see . An ' when 
yo ' sweet en it dat ' s  go in '  to create an acid , see . Well ,  dey take an ' dey stop 
dat up . Den dey ' ll take an ' set da t bo ttle down somewhere an ' every t ime dey 
wanta see yo ' ,  den d ey shake dat bo ttle up , yo ' see , an ' yo ' ll think ' bout dem a 
an ' dat will draw yo ' to ' em .  

( I  see . ) 
Yo ' kin do dat very ea sy . Yo ' could take some o f  his dung - yo ' under stan ' ,  

l ike he go es to de lavatory . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in a rag an ' yo ' t ie 
it up good . Yo ' could go to a green tree somewhere an ' j is '  bore yo ' a l i t t le 
ho le in dat . Yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' put it in there,  see , an ' yo ' s tops it up 
good an ' leaves it stay der e .  It ' ll lock his bowels dat quick . 

( I  see . ) 
She could take her b loomer s ,  yo ' under stan ' ,  or her drawahs - see somepin dat 

she wears r ight nex ' to her skin . See . As he ' s  layin ' in de bed , she ' ll go dere 
an ' spr ead dat r ight up ovah de head o f  de bed - r ight ovah it , yo ' under stan ' .  
Den take both o f  his shoes an ' turn ' em bo t tomside upwards undah de bed an ' cro ss 
' em  l ike dat [ demonstrates ] .  

(1 s ee ,  put one right on top of the other { crossed] . )  
Yes , r ight over . But turn ' em  up s ide down , yo ' see , an ' he ' ll sleep there as 

long as she got dem crossed ther e .  
(I  see . ) 

Yo ' take dat little bow [ from your hat ]  an ' yo ' go out an ' ketch yo ' a snail -
yo ' know what a sna il is , thing s dat crawl . Go out an ' yo ' ketch one o f  dem . Yo ' 
br ings ' em  back an ' yo ' put s ' im  in somep in an' yo ' hea t up to a powdah , t ill yo ' 
kin powdah ' im  up . Yo ' takes ' im  then , a f t er yo ' powdahs ' im up , an ' yo ' takes 
an ' yo ' sprinkles dat lit tle bow good wit dat powdah - move it all in dat powdah . 
Den get yo ' some sweet milk , see . Aftah yo ' put dat powdah on ther e ,  den yo ' wet 
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�t [with the milk] an ' it  makes dat powdah stick on there,  yo ' see . An '  dey take 
.. � an' dey bury it . Yo ' will have de headache as long as dat ' s  bur ied der e  -
� until somebody get s  it up , yo ' ll continue to have a headache . 

(Do you know how they work to do this ? )  
Yes sir . Yo ' could get yo ' a snake . Yo ' takes dis snake an ' yo ' cut him so 

,a• kin get some of dat blood out o f  ' im, yo ' see . Take an ' cut ' im an ' hold ' im  
.. uwah somepin an ' ketch dat blood , an ' yo ' get yo ' some ammonia see ,  an ' yo ' 
� dat blood up in ther e see . An ' yo ' get yo ' a piece of glass an ' yo ' beats 
� up  real fine to a powdah-l ike - beat it up fine to a powdah an ' yo ' mixes dose 
�ee things tuhgethah . Yo ' puts dat glass in d e  sho e  see ,  j is '  wher e he can ' t  
.-e it - it b e  like powdah - an ' yo ' take dat ammonia an ' dat blood , an ' yo ' 
�e dat shoe wit it good all de time , yo ' see . An ' yo ' wear s dat shoe , it 
wdl1 form a little sore r ight on de bottom of yore foot see , an ' hit ' ll - it 
� vill get well . 

(If] yo ' had a woman an ' she had been stayin ' wit yo ' an ' she were gone , yo ' 
.-e. Yo ' could take one of her stockin ' s ,  yo ' could take an indelible penc il yo ' 
� an '  yo ' would wr ite her name on dat stockin ' - see , j is '  mark it on it . 
CDarse she couldn ' t  see it , but yo ' could mark it on der e  yo ' see . After yo ' 
takes an ' mark dat on ther e ,  yo ' take dat stockin ' an ' yo ' t ie three knots in it 
.-e, one on each end and one in de centah . Yo ' folds dat stockin ' up good - folds 
� back good , small [ t ight ] . 

(Bov do you fold that now? ) 
Yo ' fold it back to yo ' .  
(Oh! All r ight . )  

Always comin ' to yo ' - dat ' s  to draw ' em  to yo ' .  Fold it back to yo ' unt il it 
� about like dat , yo ' see , an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' wear it on yo ' all de tim� 
... if she ' s gone , it won ' t  be long befo ' she ' ll come back . [ One of  the great 
t..a of hoodoo follows : ] But LET NOBODY PUT DEY HAND ON IT , see . 

(lillY? )  
IP DEY PUT THEIR HAND ON IT , well DAT KILLS IT - naturally , dat kills de powah . 
IDv ,  if it wus a man - if a woman had a man an ' he had taken , attracted to 

..atbah woman , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' wer e about to leav e her altuhgethah . She could 
take one of his socks see , an ' soak it in chamber lye - some of her chamber lye . 
�· vet it good , wash it in there good see , an ' let it dry in de shade - don ' t 
� it dry in de sun ,  let it dry in de shade . 

(!by is that ?  Any par ticular r ea son? ) 
well, yes sir . Yo ' see , de sun - if it dr ies in de sun , well de sun is de 

�est planet , it have de  strongest controllin ' powah o f  any planet we have . 
�e . Well , de sun , quite naturally, will weaken dat power [ the power empower
.._ �he r ite] , yo ' see . 

(I see . ) 
&ell, yo ' let s  it dry in de shad e .  An ' aftah hit dr ies good , she takes it den 

... she writes his name on ther e thr ee times ,  yo ' see, an ' she folds dat sock up 
�. yo ' see . Af tah she folds it up good - slow [ demonstrates ] ,  about like dat , 
... she takes her a p iece of  r ed flannel . Make a little bag out of it , yo ' see , 
... she put s  dat in ther e an ' sews it up [making a hand] an ' takes an ' wet s  it 
1!04 vit dat ���er lye - de same chamber lye ,  yo ' see . Jus ' ' no int [feed] it 
-'t it once in awhile an ' wear dat r ight nex ' to her skin , an ' he can ' t stay away 
� her . 

tlny place on her body? ) 
Yes , but it  gotta be nex ' to her skin - any place on de body but be next to 

� skin WHERE NOBODY KIN SEE IT . See . 
[Bere is another law o f  hoodoo - no one should see your hand. ] 
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( I  see . ) 
Dat will draw hfm back. 
[ If they ] got a-holt [ hold ] of yore pho tograph , or if dey wanted tuh put yo ' 

out of  de way - I mean , get rid of yo ' - dey could do dat ·. If dey didn ' t  wanta 
get rid of yuh, if yo ' r e  at some place an ' yo ' wanted to leave there an ' dey 
didn ' t  want yo ' tuh go , dey take dat photograph an ' write yore name on there 
three time s ,  see . But always wr ite i t  comin ' t o  yo ' ,  see . Den take an ' write 
deres ' cross  it - see , wr ite deres ' cross  it [demonstrates - the names forming 
an " X' or cross ] . 

(What side do they wr ite these names on - on the back or the front side? ) 
On d e  front side wher e de pic ture  is . 
( I  see . You write the name coming to you and you write theirs across  it ? )  
Across  dat . 
( I  unders tand , all right . )  
Den dey take dat den ,  dey put s it in somepin where dey can conceal it . Get 

yo ' a piece of cloth like dat see , an ' wrap it up good all de way ' round where 
nobody kin see it , see . Dey take dat photograph an ' dey bury it right under de 
steps , yo ' see , an ' yo ' can ' t stay away from dat place . 

( I  see . ) 
YO ' KIN DO - do VERY SMART STEALIN ' THINGS WIT A BONE LIKE DAT , yo ' see . 

Ah ' ve seen persons dat yo ' would know of an ' dat yo ' don ' t know of - yo ' GO TO DE 
GRAVEYARD AN' YO ' GET ONE OF DEM BONES OUT OF DERE , yo ' see . Yo ' kin get as many 
of  ' em  as yo ' want . If yo '  kin get de whole hand , it ' s  all right ; if yo ' don ' t ,  
yo ' kin j est get one bone out of dere,  yo ' see . 

(Wait a minute ! What hand do you take? ) 
Yo ' take de right hand . 
(Which one is that? Which is the right hand ? )  
[Was he holding up his lef t hand? ] 
This one [demonstrates ] . 
(The right hand - all right , take that . Now,  what f inger do you take , if you 

don ' t take the whole right hand? ) 
Yo ' take dis index f ingah her e [demonstrates ] . 
(The index f inger . All right , go ahead . )  
Take dat ind ex f ingah right dere.  Yo ' take dat bone an ' yo ' bring it , an ' yo ' 

works a little hole through it like dat [demonstrates ] .  See , get yo ' a little 
small piece of wir e ,  yo ' burn a little hole through it [bone] , see . An ' � 
takes some of dat same g�veyaPd dirt, yo 1 see ,  an ' yo ' pack it up in dat little 
hole dere . Af tah yo ' pack dat , then yo ' take yo ' a piece of black silk an ' make 
�a little bag out of it , an ' yo ' put s dat bone in dere an ' close dat bag up 
good [making a hand] .  You see? An ' yo ' wear dat on yo ' all de t ime ,  an ' I guar
antee yo ' dey can ' t hUPt yo ' no kind of  way [ while you are stealing ] . 

(Then they can ' t hUPt you . ) 
No , sir - can ' t hUPt yo ' no kind of  way . 
[ This is a ver sion of thief 's  aandZe or hand of gZory , see ·p . 545 . ]  
Yo ' kin take - but yo ' have to get thr ee of ' em  to do dis wit , yo ' see . [Demon

strates . ]  Yo ' get dis one , yo ' get dis f ingah heah - nex ' to de little f ingah -
an ' yo ' get the thumb . 

(From which hand? ) 
See , yo ' kin get dat same hand - de  r ight hand . 
(You get the thumb . )  
De thumb . 
(You get the index f inger . )  
De index f ingah . 
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Glad the f inger next to the little f inger . )  
Yea, what we call de Ping [ingah.  
(The :raing finge:ra. )  
Yea , sir . 
(All right . )  

1973  

Yo ' take dem three bones , see , an ' yo ' brings ' em  an ' yo ' get  yo ' some lye . 
� a little bit of lye in some clear watah,  see . Yo ' takes dem bones an ' yo ' 
pats dem in dere an ' yo ' lets ' em  soak in dere about a half a day or three
�rters of a day, see . · An ' when yo ' soak ' em  in dat lye , dat lye will eat 
little holes in 'em like da t ,  yo ' see  - little hole in ' em . All right , yo ' take 
dat den an ' yo ' get yo ' some cookin ' salt . See , yo ' sprinkle ' em  good all ovah 
wit dat cookin ' salt , an ' yo ' take dem-t'hree bone s ,  yo ' put ' em  tuhgethah like 
dat - yo ' see , thataway [demonstrates ] .  

(Like three logs - in the SHAPE OF A TRIANGLE . )  
Oat ' s  right . 
(All right . )  
Yes . Yo ' wrap dem three tuhgethah, but get yo ' some black silk thread - get 

yo ' some black silk thread an ' yo ' wrap ' em  always comin ' to yo ' ,  always comin ' 
to yo ' ,  see . An ' aftah yo ' wrap dem bones , den yo ' get yo ' a piece of white siZk 
linen. 

(Whit e siZk Zinen? ) 
Yes , sir - piece of  white linen , yo ' see , an ' yo ' make yo ' a little bag an ' yo' 

put dem bones in da t an ' yo ' get yo ' a little small piece of LODESTONE like dat 
an ' put in dere wit it [making a hand] . See . An ' yo ' kin JUMP OVAH ANYTHIN ' DAT 
COMES ALONG - yo ' 11 be so swif t ,  j ust AS SWIFT AN" ACT IVE AS A CAT , an ' a person 
can ' t  take advantage of yo ' nohow, no kind of way .  

Yo ' ketch yo '  a live f ish . 
(You what? ) 
Yo ' ketch yo ' a live f ish . 
(Yes? )  
But yo ' have to ketch it on a line . 
(On a line . ) 
Wit a hook - j es '  like yo ' f ishin ' . Yo ' take dat f ish an ' there three parts 

in hfm dat yo '  get out of  dere . Yo ' get his livah , his gall an ' his heart . 
[Three ingredient s . ]  Yo ' takes dat livah an ' dat heart an ' yo ' dry dem, put it 
on a f ire or somepin an ' yo ' dry it . 

(Just the two things? ) 
Yes , j es '  de two . 
(All right . ) 
Aftah yo ' dry dem up where yo ' kin powdah dem up , yo ' takes dem then an ' yo ' 

puts ' em  on a top or somepin or othah an ' yo ' make a smoke out of ' em , see . An ' 
yo ' get j es '  a little bit o f  cayenne peppah an ' mix it up in dere wit it , see . 
An ' yo ' light s ' em  an ' makes a smoke out of ' em . When it gets tuh smokin ' ,  � 
take dat gall , yo ' see, an ' hold dat gall right up ovah it an ' drop several drops 
of dat gall on dere,  an ' hit ' ll draw hfm right back . 

(All this will draw hfm back? ) 
Drav hfm back - yes , sir , it will bring hfm back . 
(I see. You don ' t have to - hot� do you know you got the right man? ) 
Well ,  he ' s  goin ' to come back . [ Intent ion is suff ic ient . ]  
(O h, I see . ) 
He' s goin ' to come back, he can ' t stay away.  
[ Iuformant ' s  preceding fumigation rite is actually the classic one for eye 

trouble and bl indness - see 1 25 6 ,  p . 43 9f . ] 
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[ INFORMANT NOW DEMONSTRATES HOW TO MAKE A SMALL COFFIN FROM CIGAR-BOX WOOD . ]  
Yo ' get yo ' a c igar box , see - little thin wood like a cigar box , see . Yo ' 

take yo ' two flat piec es o f  it like dat - see , j es '  two pieces . Yo ' take ' em  an ' 
yo ' cut ' em right in de middle der e ,  so yo ' kin bend ' em like dat ,  see . D en cut 
' em so yo ' don ' t  have to break it , yo ' see . Cut ' em  right in de middle dere so 
yo ' kin bend ' em like dat ,  yo ' see . Dat ' ll make ' em  set down in de middle dere 
an ' come tuhgethah on each end - j es '  like a schooner yo ' see . S ee ,  shape dat 
co ffin out j es '  like dat , yo ' see . Den yo ' take yo ' ano thah piece an ' put it 
r ight undah de bo ttom - a straight piece . See , right on de bo ttom - j es '  cut it 
enough where it  will go right up in dem cornahs like dat . See , straight to de 
bo ttom an ' one for de top . Yo ' see . 

(The ends o f  that  co ffin come to - sor t o f  to a point? ) 
Yes sir , right to a po int , j es '  like da t on bo th ends - see ,  j es '  like dat .  

Get yo ' ano thah little flat piece,  a straight piec e ,  an ' yo ' shove it right up in 
dem cornahs like dat .  Yo ' see ,  one on top an ' one on de bo ttom . Yo ' go t it 
shaped den . An ' yo ' kin take a person ' s photo , yo ' see , an ' put it down in dere 
an ' stop it up real good an ' den bury it in de groun ' , yo ' see . An ' get up every 
mornin ' ear ly , j es '  about sunrise,  an ' take yo ' a little ho t watah an ' carry it  
out  der e an ' pour it on dat ,  see . An ' den , ins ide of nine days ,  dis person ga in ' 
to fall wit a hard spell of sickness . Yo ' see , have a headache an ' he can ' t stay 
nowhere he go es - nevah res t contented nowhere he go es , see . 

(Why do you pour this ho t water on it? ) 
Well , dat ' s  to keep ' im upset ted all de t ime ,  keep ' im tormented all de time . 
( I  see .  I see . ) 
Yo ' would take yo ' a frog , but yo ' don ' t  kill dis fro g yo ' see . Yo ' ketch dat 

fro g while he ' s  alive . Get yo ' a little small piece o f  lodes tone , see . Get yo ' 
some cayenne peppah an ' black peppah . Get some sugah an ' yo ' mix all dat up tuh
gethah , yo ' see . Den yo ' put it in a little bag an ' yo ' put ' im down in dere 
while he ' s  alive , yo ' see , an ' den spr inkle some of dat cayenne peppah all ovah 
' im ,  see .  An ' dat ' s  ga in ' tuh keep him j umpin '  all d e  time see . An ' o f  cour s e ,  
if yo ' leave ' im in dere a course o f  t ime ,  hit ' ll kill ' im - see , be too s trong 
for ' im , it ' ll kill ' im . But as long as he lives in dere , ah ' ll guarantee yo ' 
yo ' ll br eak ever ' game yo ' go in . 

( I  see . ) 
Get some table salt an ' get yo ' some saltpeter , see . An ' yo ' mix dat up tuh

gethah , see . Put j es '  a lit tle bit o f  hit in yor e  po cket , see . Every once in 
awhile yo ' take yore han ' an ' rub dat on - stick it down in dere an ' get some of 
da t on der e  an ' rub yore han ' tuhgethah da taway . An ' as yo ' shuf flin ' de cards 
or handlin ' de dice,  or somepin like dat , yo ' see , dat kill s ac tion on de o thah 
fellah ' s  al tuhgethah . See , dat perspiration off ' is hands , dat gets on der e -
yo ' see ,  dat kills ac tion or his sen right away . 

( I  see . I see - that kills his toby . ) 
Kills hissen right away . 
Get yo ' some frankincense,  get yo ' some brown sugah , get yo ' some horseradish 

dat ' s  a powdahed herb , see . Yo ' mix do se thr ee tuhgethah , see . Yo ' take yo ' a 
bo t tle o f  ammonia , get yo ' some clear watah , mix dat watah an ' ammonia tughethah . 
Yo ' scrub yor e  hous e out wit i t  a l l  in front o f  yore place good - see , scrub dat .  
Yo 1 takes dat frankincense an ' dat sugah an ' dat powder ed herb - see , de horse
radish - an ' yo ' makes a smoke wit it yo ' see , an ' yo ' set it somewhere in a 
cornah dere wher e it will burn slowly , see . An ' dat smoke ' ll ' vaporate de hous e 
all ovah an ' den it ' s  ga in ' go outside , see . An ' dat frankincense , dat ' s  de dPa� 
in ' powah yo ' see . Everybody pass along dere mo s tly ga in ' to come in dere . 

Yo 1 go tuh de market an ' get yo ' a beef tongue , see . Yo ' br ings dat to ngue 
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t.dk an ' wraps it  up i n  a p iece of white s ilk c lo th .  
(In a p iece o f  white s ilk cloth . ) 
Yes , a p iece of white silk . Yo ' wraps dat up good . Yo ' get yo ' two small 

t�eees of ic e ,  yo ' see . Yo ' lays dat tongue on top of one an ' yo ' put de o thah 
..e on top of it , see . An ' yo ' takes an' yo ' wrap s dat ice up in a c lo th same
�e, so it won ' t  melt quick , yo ' see . Den yo ' takes it an ' yo ' put s  it aside 
� where nobody interfers wit it - where nobody go es close aroun ' it . An ' dere 
ata•t no law goin ' to come dere atall - he a in ' t go in ' to Zose no time aroun ' 
.-.e atall . 

(I see . That will keep him away from there . )  
Keep ' im  away from dere altuhgethah . 
Jake yo ' a p iece o f  newspapah - a sheet of newspapah an ' yo ' wr ites de twelve 

!ID!tles ' name on der e ,  yo ' see - de twelve apo s tles , but yo ' write f ive on one 
� an' yo ' wr ite six on de o thah one , see . All r ight , yo ' takes dat den an ' 
,.. folds it up , see . 

fWhy do you only write f ive on one s ide and s ix on the o ther ? What about the 
..u.fth one ? )  

8ell, ah ' m  goin ' to t ell yo ' about dat one . 
(Oh, all r ight . )  

Ah'm go in '  to tell yo ' about dat one . Take d e  apo stles an ' yo ' wr ite f ive on 
..e side an ' yo ' write six on de o thah one , yo ' see . 

Af tah yo ' ve wrote ' em  on there , yo ' takes an ' yo ' put s  ' em  in yore r ight sho e 
� dat piec e  o f  papah up wit all do se names on it . Yo ' put it in yore r ight 
�. Den yo ' take de o thah one by it self , yo ' under s tan ' . 

(Tha t o ther one - tha t ' s  the twelfth man? ) 
Dat ' s  de twelfth man .  Yo ' take dat one by it self an ' yo ' put s  da t one in de 

e«)eh shoe - in de lef t shoe , yo ' see . An ' yo ' wear tho se names in der e ,  yo ' see. 
w.en yo ' go es to de cour t , yo ' undahstan ' ,  everythin ' go in ' b e  split up , yo ' see . 
� will o ff set de case right dere - up set it , everythin ' go in ' to be split up . 
� time he call de case up , it ' s  a misca se - a mis tr ial , every t ime . See , da t 
.cattahs ' em  - it ' s  unbalanc ed , see . 

Vbensomever dat yo ' wanted to do somepin to a person - say , fo ' nins tanc e 
1- instanc e ] , yo ' want to run a per son crazy . Yo ' undahstan ' _? 

(Yes . ) 
Yo ' ketch de f ir s t  three days - l ike if de moon wa s to change today , see . 

a.11, when de moon changes , yo ' know it ' ll b e  three days b efo ' yo ' kin see it -
-7 for nins tanc e ,  today ' s  Fr iday . If de moon was to change today , it would be 
s.aday befo ' yo ' could see it  - an' yo ' would see it Sunday evening , yo ' see . Yo ' 
te�h dem on de s igns o f  de moon when it ' s  changin ' - da t ' s  dark nights , yo ' 
wwd•bstan' . All right . Yo ' take dat person name , if yo ' knows his name . Yo ' 
t.ke an ' yo ' write his name on a piec e  of papah . Yo ' get yo '  a bo t tle an ' yo '  
� dat name down in dat bo t tle . Yo ' get yo ' some cayenne peppah , get yo ' some 
tlack peppah , get yo ' some table salt an ' yo ' mixes all dat up tuhgethah,  see . 
10 1  put s  da t down i n  dat bo t tle , see . An ' yo ' gets yo '  a lemon an ' yo ' squeezes 
.e j uice out of da t lemon in der e ,  see . Den yo ' f ill dat bottle up wit chamber 
� see . An ' yo ' sweeten it , yo ' see . Af tah yo ' sweeten it , yo ' take an ' seal 

' ' 
--

� aood - get yo some wax an seal it  ovah good , see . Well , when yo ' sweeten 
•t, dat ' s go in '  to create a a s ick [ac id ]  in dat bottle , see . All r ight , yo ' go 
-· yo ' bury da t bo ttle ups ide down . Yo ' see , but bury it [ neck]  toward s de sun
�· Af tah yo ' bury it ther e ,  yo ' gets up every mornin ' an ' yo ' heat yo ' some 
IDt watah, yo ' see , an ' yo ' carry it out dere an'  yo 1 pour it on da t bottle , yo ' 
.ae .  Well , as dat askick r ise i n  da t bo ttle , da t ' s  go in1 make dat bo ttle bus t  
.ben yo ' pour dat ho t wa tah o n  it . I n  de cour se of about seven tuh nine mawnin ' s, 
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when yo ' do dat ,  dat bo t tle ga in ' tuh bust . 
bust s ,  yo ' go n ' a  fall r ight den . 

An ' de very mawnin ' dat dat bo t tle 

Take yo ' a f ish - see , get yo ' a l ive f i sh an ' take j es '  
dat gall out of ' em . Yo ' see ,  take his gall out of there . 
couple of dro p s  o f  it in some whi skey an ' shake it up goo d ,  
an ' let ' im  dr ink i t  [ to cure a drunkard ] .  

a small quantity of 
See . Drop j es '  a 
an ' give i t  to him 

Yo ' kin take some of her clo thes . See, it have to b e  some of her undahweah -
see ,  somepin dat she wear s r ight nex ' to her skin . An ' yo ' clip a l it tle small 
p iece out of it l ike dis , yo ' see . 

(Like what ? )  
Yo ' see ,  j es '  take an ' cut a little small p iec e - a lit tle p iec e about l ike 

dat , yo ' know . Yo ' take dat piece an ' yo ' bo il i t  in some ho t watah - see , put 
yo ' some watah on an ' heat it up . Yo ' boil it in da t watah , see . Af tah yo ' boil 
it in dat watah, den yo ' takes it an ' yo ' can go an ' get yo ' some graveyard dirt , 
see . An ' yo ' puts dat dir t  in dat rag [piece o f  underwear ] ,  tie i t  up in dat rag, 
yo ' see ,  but yo ' t ie three kno t s  in it , yo ' see . An ' af tah yo ' t ie dem three 
kno t s  in dat ,  den yo ' take an ' yo ' sew it , see , intuh a little bag or somep in 
o t hah . Yo ' sew it up , yo ' see . Yo ' sew i t  d isaway an ' yo ' sew ' cross l ike dat , 
see [demonstra t e s ] . 

(WHEN YOU SEW it , YOU MAKE IT IN THE FORM OF A CROSS ? )  
Yes s ir ,  make de form o f  dat cro s s ,  yo ' see . An ' af tah yo ' sew dat up , den 

yo ' take it an ' bury it , an ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' she ' ll nevah have no b ir t h .  
( She will have a hard birth or i t  will kill the child ? )  
Well , if yo ' don ' t get somebody tuh unaross i t , it will kill her , see . 
Sure ,  sur e ,  ah undahstan ' [ your question] . Suppose i t  was somebody out o f  dis 

town - say fo ' nins tance i t  was a woman . Yo ' l ivin ' here in town an ' yo ' wanta 
bring her here tuh town , yo ' undahstan ' ,  where yo ' is . Yo ' go anywhere where dey 
keep candles at an ' get yo ' a pink candle - what we call old rose . 

(Old ro se . ) 
Old ro se . Yo ' takes dat candle an ' yo ' writes her name three t imes on dat 

candle . See , yo ' take yo ' a bran ' -new needle dat ' s  nevah been used . Yo ' see ,  
yo ' s i t s  down an ' yo ' pr ints her name on dat candle ,  but always print it comin ' 
to yuh, yuh see . Yo ' print s dat name on dat three t imes , yo ' see . An ' af tah 
yo ' printed her name on der e ,  yo ' see , yo ' take yo ' thr ee o f  ' em  needles , yo ' see 
[demonstrates ] ,  an ' j ug [ j ab ]  dem disaway an ' j ug ' em  dataway ,  yo ' see [push 
these two needles into the candle so tha t  they touch and cro s s  each o t her , making 
the form o f  a cro s s ]  an ' yo ' take an ' st ick one [ the third needle] r ight down in 
de centah o f  i t  l ike dat . Yo ' see? 

[For needles and pins s tuck into candles , see p . 815 , line 3lf . ; 2 8 38 , p . 8 1 7 ; 
2841 , p . 8 18 ; 2844 , p . 8 19 ; 2 8 7 1 , p . 8 28 ; 2913 , p . 84 0 ,  l ine 25 ;  2 95 2 , p . 85 3 . ]  

An ' yo ' l ight dat candle an ' yo ' burn da t candle at de per iod o f  one hour 
twic et a day . But let it always b e  �hneath an hour - say fo ' ninstance l ike 
nine o ' clock, yo ' l ight dat candle a t  nine o ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' l e t  it 
burn t ill ten . Yo ' take an ' yo ' put i t  out . Yo ' l ight dat candle again at f ive 
o ' clock in d e  evenin ' ,  yo ' see , an ' yo ' let it burn unt il six - let i t  burn fo ' 
de period o f  about one hour s ,  yo ' see . An ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' wit ' in side o f  
d e  cour se o f  f iv e  days she ' ll b e  ther e . 

Now, i f  i t ' s  a per son aroun ' yo ' - yo ' can ' t get along wit ' em  somehow an ' yo ' 
wanta get ' em  from aroun ' yo ' ,  don ' t wanta b e  worr ied wit ' em . Yo ' get yo ' a 
black candle ,  see . Yo ' takes an ' yo ' pr int s his head name [ fir s t  or g iven name] 
on ther e ,  but write i t  gain ' from yo ' .  Yo ' undahstan ' ,  say fo ' ninstance dat ' s  
de head o f  de candle ,  yo ' s tar t from de bo t tom o f  it , yo ' see . Yo ' pr int s his 
name gain ' from yo ' ,  yo ' see ,  thr ee t imes , an ' a f tah yo ' printed his name on da t ,  
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p '  ae� .-e ink. 
(IDu print that with a needle? That ? )  
Yea , sir , wit a needle dat ' s  nevah been used . Don ' t  use anythin ' da t ' s  been 

_._ 
(Ill r:laht . ) 
� ,a ' some ink an ' pour a small quantity o f  ink in a gla ss or somepin l ike 

� ,a' see . Yor-get yo ' some syrup or eithah some honey , yo ' see . Yo ' pour s 
� ta da� lit tle bit o f  ink , yo ' see . Den yo ' ano ints dis candle wit it , see . 
�· take an ' ' no int da t candle good wit dat , see . Dat ' s  go in ' to s t ick on der e  • 
... JV 1  set dat candle up an ' yo ' light it , yo ' see . Yo ' see? Yo ' l ight dat 
-u .  in de mornin ' - about seven o ' clock i n  de mornin ' , see . Let dat candle 
J.r.a an�il about hal f past eight , about a p er iod of an hour an ' a half - twice a 
� 8ee. Wit inside de cour se o f  thr ee day ' s  time , he ' l l be gone away from 
.. ' ,a ' - yo ' a in ' t  goin ' have no trouble wit him no more . 

law, suppose yo ' wanted peace between yo ' an ' some par ty - yo ' see , if yo ' 
�· close to a par ty an ' it seemed l ike yo ' couldn ' t  get along wit ' em  an ' 
,_• ... �ed peace wit ' em , see . Take yo ' a so l id whit e  candle - da t ' s  fo ' peac e .  
� ·  take dat candle - yo ' don ' t  write anythin ' o n  it , yo ' see , but yo ' take da t 
--=...,e� . Take yo ' some HOLY WATAH , see . Yo ' ANOINTS DAT CANDLE wit it good . An ' 
..._. ,a '  anoint i t  wit dat holy watah , yo ' get yo ' some o l ive oil , yo ' see . Yo ' 

••t dat candle good wit dat o l ive o il ,  see . Den yo ' takes yo ' a nail an ' draw 
J!' a rouod circle [ no tch] all de way aroun ' dat candle - see , j es '  a little cir
cle like dat . Den yo ' l ight dat candle ,  yo ' see . Yo ' let it burn , see , an ' yo ' 
J.& � barn unt il it burns out . See . An ' dat will cause peace between yo ' an ' 
..__ 

� DO YOU MAKE THAT C IRCLE? ) 
�. yo '  see ,  dat circle aroun ' der e ,  now when it burns down to da t circle 

� - dat candle i s  go in ' to burn slowly , yo ' see , aroun ' da t circle ther e ;  
IR'a aoin' to burn slowly , yo ' see . Well , somet ime it might look l ike it ' s  al
..-E � .  yo ' see . Well , every t ime when it gets down to dat circle der e ,  yo ' 
_... da� ' s  the CONTROLLIN ' POWAH - aftah yo ' ano int it see , an ' yo ' make da t 
�· aroun' ther e ,  yo ' see . When it burns down to da t circle there it might 
.... like it out , but i t  a in ' t  go in ' to be out yo ' see - i t  will continue to 
� Bit might burn fo ' maybe a half a day or somepin l ike da t , r ight around 
� c1rcle . Yo ' can ' t  see wher e it mel t in '  at or no thin ' , but f inally it ' ll burn 
- ..._ below dat . See . 

(J: 8ee. )  
.._, green candl es . Suppo se tha t  yo ' wanta be lucky an ' successful . Yo ' see . 

� � yo '  a green candle .  Dat ' s  fo ' money , yo ' see . Yo ' takes dat candle an ' 
,_• � J0 1  some honey an ' get some sugah - some white sugah, yo ' see . Yo ' mix 
� .. �ethah to a stiff paste yo ' see . Yo ' put s  some of it on de [ tin ] top 
... .. � . yo ' see . 

(�ead of t in can l id as her e ,  the dressing (here honey and sugar ) is o f t en 
.. ta a saucer . ]  

JD '  sets dat gr een candle down in ther e  like dat yo ' see , an ' yo ' l ight s da t 
.... C&ee an '  yo ' make yore wish yo ' see . Da t ' s  fo ' de gr een candle - to make yore 

!5l!L Yo ' ll  be succes sful an ' lucky to secur e money - yo ' see , dat ' s  fo ' money • 
.a. a red candle - da t ' s  fo ' powah , see . Suppo se dat yo ' wanta over throw some

� - see. some smart guy who ' s  workin ' af tah yo ' ,  an ' yo ' wanta over throw htm, 
,.• .... All r ight , yo ' take a r ed candl e ,  see . Yo ' take an ' yo ' gets yo ' some 
.. .._ ail  see , some sal t , an ' yo ' mixes dat sal t  an ' da t o l ive o il tuhgethah, yo ' 
� Yo ' saturat e d i s  candle wit it - YO ' BLES S IN '  D I S  CANDLE , yo ' see . All 
··a- • ,a ' bless dat candle [with mixed o l ive o il and sal t ]  an ' yo ' make yore wish, 
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yo ' see , an ' yo ' light dat red candle . Dat give yo ' powah ovah him, yo ' see . 
Now a PURPLE CANDLE . 
(A purple candle , all r ight . )  
DAT ' S  FO ' LOVE AFFAIRS , yo ' see - dat ' s  fo ' love . Yo ' goes an ' - yo ' have 

been connected wit a woman an ' she ' s about to sl ight yo ' in some way or ao Zd
treating yo ' in some way . Yo ' take a purple candle an ' yo ' wr ite her name three 
t imes on dat candle - write it comin ' to yo ' ,  yo ' see . Aftah yo ' ve wrote it , den 
yo ' get yo ' some rose oil ,  see . Use small parts  of  ro se oil , put yo ' a little 
table salt in it , yo ' see , an ' mix it up tuhgethah . Yo ' ano ints dat candle wit 
it an ' yo ' start dat candle to burnin ' . Well ,  as it burns on down on her name, 
yo ' see , dat draws her back to yo ' - draws her back to yo ' .  

(Did you ever use any yellow candles for anything ? )  
A yellow candle? Yes , sir . Suppose now dat some guy would come to yo ' an ' 

tell yo ' ,  says , "Well ,  ther e ' s somepin dat ah wants to know, " he say , yo ' see . 
YO ' KIN READ [ tell fortunes with] A YELLOW CANDLE ,  yo ' see , if yo ' know anything 
much about candles , yo ' see . Because a yellow candle is  somewhat a little - it 
burns a little ind iff ' ren ' from de  rest of  ' em  yo ' see . Yo ' takes dat yellow

-

candle an ' yo ' anoint it wit ho ly watah , yo ' see . Well now, yo ' don ' t have to 
write anythin ' on it - don ' t  put no scratch or nothin ' on it , j es '  a plain candle. 
Aftah yo ' anoint i t  wit dat holy wa tah - don ' t wet it too much because it won ' t  
�' yo ' see . An ' yo ' set dat candle up but yo ' must get yo ' a glass dat ' s  
nevah been used . 

(What kind o f  a glass? ) 
Jes ' get yo ' a plain glass-like , a drinkin ' glass - see , dat ' s  nevah been use� 

Get yo ' some linseed oil . It ' s  rather high [ expens ive ] .  Get yo ' a little small 
quantity of linseed oil - enough to come up about dat much on dat candle , yo ' see 
[demonstrates ] .  Yo ' pour dat linseed oil in dat glass . 

(About an inch in the glass . )  
Yes ,  j es '  about a inch . Yo ' pour dat in dat glass , see . Yo ' sets dat candle 

down in der e ,  yo ' see ; an ' yo ' light s dat candle in dat oil , yo ' see . When dat 
candle start s  to burnin ' - when it starts  to melt in ' yo ' see , an ' it melts  slowly 
yo ' see - when dat candle melts  an ' crumbles down in dat o il there yo ' see , if 
it ' s  a par ty dat yo ' wanta know somepin about � it ' ll form de image of ' em  in�at 
o il der e ,  yo ' see . ( THIS I S  PROBABLY MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF OLEOMANCY - DIVINATION 
BY OIL . ] Suppo se now dat yo ' had a house - some man wus visitin '  your house , yo ' 
understan ' ,  while yo ' be gone away .  Yo ' could see his image an ' yo ' could see de 
image of dat house in dat o il ,  yo ' see , an ' yo ' could see dat image ,  see it lead
in ' r ight to dat o il ther e ,  yo ' see . Well , now, if everything was working well 
there , yo ' see , while dat candle melts  ther e ,  it goin ' be stra ight there,  yo ' see. 
All dat wax where it melt ther e ,  there goin ' to be  a little straight string in 
dat ;  but if there ' s  any diff iculty in there ,  yo '  go in ' see little breaks in dat 
candle where it melts at - somepin like little kno t s ,  yo ' see . It might go in a 
little p iece there an ' it might drop from there maybe to down to there,  yo ' see , 
an ' it ' ll start runnin ' again . But if it runs straight on away down there an ' no 
break in there , everything ' s  workin ' well . 

(You mean this melted wax if it ' s  in a stra ight line , everything ' s  all r ight ? )  
Yes , everything ' s  okay , but if it ' s  got a break in it - a  l ittle d iff iculty is 

ther e ,  dat ' s  a sure sho t [ o f  trouble] . 
(I see . ) 
Yo ' kin get up soon in de mornin ' see , an ' go some place where it ' s  runnin ' 

water , .2!:. yo ' could go to the hydrant yo ' see , an ' yo ' takes yore hand l ike dis , 
see . Yo ' put s your hand on yore face l ike dat [demonstrates ] .  

(Put your hand j ust over your face - just flat over your face . )  
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Y� jea '  flatten yore hand over yore face j es '  like dat , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 
!!I!!� de Lord ' s  Prayer in de palm of yore hand like dat - yo ' repeat it three 
� like dat . 

(IDto the palm of your hand ? )  
Yea, sir - see , j es '  like dat [ demonstrates ] .  
(!lth your finger s up towards your forehead . )  
Yeah, j ea '  like dat [ demonstrates ] .  
(I see, your f ingers  spread apar t . )  
Yea , air , so it cover yore whole face - j es '  like dat . Yo ' repeat de Lord ' s  

lEa� three t imes an ' yo ' take dat runnin ' water an ' yo ' wash yore head wit it -
� anoint yore head good all over wit it . An ' ah ' ll guarantee, IF ANYBODY 
ACIIJI ' A CANDLE ON YO 1 1  that THAT CANDLE WILL GO OUT . See . An 1 every time they 
1i1b£ dat candle , it ' ll go out . See . An ' if dey go t it settin ' anywhere around 
., side of de wall or set t in '  on anythin ' - IT ' S  GO IN ' TUH SET DE WHOLE HOUSE 
�. if nobody watchin 1 it . 

St. Michael ?  
(Yea . ) 
Vbat we call St . Michael - some people call him St . Mitchell , but it ' s  ST . 

JQCBAEJ. . Yo ' kin take St . Michael an ' suppose dat there was somebody in dis 
IPase dat yo ' want ed ' em out of here,  yo ' see . An ' yo ' won ' t  have to be livin ' 
Ia here - yo ' kin be livin '  anywher e in town . Yo ' j es '  get dat St . Michael , yo ' 
.ee. Take an ' put him r ight up s ide of de door like d i s ,  where everybody have 
� pas s  in there, yo ' see . Puts him right up side de door there an ' GIVE HIM A 
�LACK CANDLE - yo ' undahstan ' ,  give him a black candle . When yo ' set him up dere 
aa '  light dat black candle wit him, an ' j es '  TELL HIM WHAT YO ' WANT - or JUST 
LID YO ' COME TO ME AN '  TELL ME YO ' WANT ME TO DO SOMEPIN . TALK TO HIM JES ' LIKE 
�· WOULD NATURAL PERSON . An ' ah ' ll guarantee he can ' t stay there - can ' t stay 
dere. 

(You ' r e  go ing to put this picture [ of St . Michael ] in your own house? ) 
Yea, sir , in your own house . 
(To make this other f ellow move out o f  this other house? )  
Bat ' s  r ight - yes , s ir .  
(I see . ) 
�t do they say about St . Rita ? )  
Vell ,  ST . RITA i s  a contPoZ Zin ' saint - yo ' see , fo ' controllin ' ,  fo ' peac e .  

ID '  ninatanc e ,  yo ' had a house like this [Pat ter son Hotel ]  where it ' s  all diff ' r
..t c lass of people comin ' there, yo ' undahstan ' .  Well,  yo ' j es '  imag ine some of 
' ea  ain ' t  goin ' to  carry on de same way all de time .  Well , yo ' want peace in 
�e . Yo ' takes an ' yo ' put ' im [usually a her ] right up ovah de door there -
rilht up ovah de front do or where everybody gotta come in an ' out dere,  yo ' see . 
�ea ' put dat saint up ovah de door there an ' he keep s everythin ' quiet - no fuss 
aE all . 

(llhat is he? )  
Be ' s a gr eat  money saint . 
(ST .  EXPEDITE? ) 
St . ' Spedee , he ' s  fo ' success an ' pro sperity , see . 
[speedy is a good name for Exped�te ! ]  
Suppo se now, yo ' stake - suppose yo '  play lo ttery , or if yo '  gambled or somep in 

like dat . Yo ' see , yo ' get St . Expadee an ' yo ' give him a red candle . Yo ' burns 
a red candle to him twic e or three t imes a week - Mondays ,  Wednesdays an ' Fr idays. 
1D 1  see , g ive him a red candle an ' he ' s  very successful fo ' money matters . 

[This is t ime mag ic , three-days of the week magic , every-other-day mag ic , stop
aDd-go mag ic , skipp ing mag ic , etc . For the three separated days of the week, see 
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margin title MONDAY , WEDNESDAY , FRIDAY , p . 83 0 ,  a title which does not contain the 
many examples of this common practice . For better and different account s of this 
saint , see margin title ST . EXPEdiTE , pp . 8 63 -8 66 . ] 

(What about ST . CHRISTOPHER? ) 
[A penc iled no te reads , " I  did no t  ask about him" - ·  this may be my only 

example . ]  
Well , he don ' t like no womens , yo ' see . 
(Why? ) 
Well , St . Christopher was supposed tuh be a eunuchs , yo ' see . He didn ' t like 

no womens - he had no dealings wit womens at all , didn ' t like no womens . He ' s  
very tough on womenfolks , he keeps them upset all de time .  If a woman go t St . 
Christopher in her house , well she ain ' t  ga in ' to get along well atall - see , 
cause he don ' t  l ike her . See if she got him in there an ' she gives him a candle ,  
set dat candle in a glass or somepin o thah , he gain ' to break dat glass whatever 
one yo ' put in there . See . Now,  fo ' a man it ' s  diff ' rent . See , ' cause he was 
suppo sed to be a eunuch ,  didn ' t like no women, he had no connection wit women at 
all . 

[While machine is stopped I ask about St . Raymond and am told he isn ' t  much 
fol' men. ] 

(Why is it  ST . RAYMOND isn ' t much for men? ) 
No sir , he don ' t  like men very much . 
(Why? ) 
Well , yo ' see in t ime of St . Raymond ' s  time , he mo stly dealt wit the women 

peopZe , yo ' see . Wit all d e  virgin people , say for instance like these nuns -
these sisters , yo ' see . Well , he always dealt clo sely wit ' em, yo ' see . He was 
a great instruc tor for ' em ,  yo ' see . But now fo ' men, he never had no time fo ' 
men, yo ' see ,  ' cause he was a quiet - he lived a quiet lif e ,  yo ' see , an ' he was 
a man didn ' t dissipate wit men much . Took no part in [men affairs]  - was all fo ' 
women . 

(I see . )  
(You say it ' s  no t  a real gun? ) 
No sir . Yo ' could get yo ' one of dese little papah-cap pistols - yo ' know, 

little toy gun like dat . Say fo ' ninstance , yo ' GET YO ' A LITTLE AIR GUN DAT 
SHOOT ONE OF ' EM  [ cork] STOPPERS , yo ' see . When yo ' push it down in there it  
shoo ts  dat stopper out , yo ' see . Yo ' could TAKE YOUR PHOTO , yo ' see ,  yo ' could 
PUT IT UP SOMEWHERE LIKE DAT FO ' TARGET , say fo ' ninstance [ he must have po inted 
at  the wall ] .  

(Up against the wall . )  
Up against de wall fo ' a target see , an ' j es '  set it  up anywhere ,  an ' yo ' have 

it  fo ' a target , yo ' see . Well , yo ' takes dis little air pistol , yo ' see . Dat 
shoo ts dat stopper ther e ,  yo ' see . Now, before yo ' do dat , yo ' ano int your self 
good . Take yo '  a bath , yo ' see , an ' yo ' ano int your self , see . 

(What with? ) 
Yo ' take yo ' some olive o il see , an ' some cookin ' salt see ,  an ' some tallow . 

Get yo ' some beef tallow an ' melt it  see , an ' put it  in dat o il ,  an ' mix all 
three of ' em  up tuhgethah , see . Yo ' take yo ' a bath in clear watah - wit ' out 
putt in ' anythin ' in de watah , see . Yo ' anoint yourself good down wit dat o il ,  
yo ' see . An ' yo ' take dat pho to an ' yo ' set it up somewhere fo ' a target , see . 
An ' yo ' take an ' yo ' sight at i t  like dis . An ' ALL DE WHILE YO ' SIGHTIN ' AT IT , 
YO ' MUST ABUSE DAT PHOTO , yo ' undahstan ' ,  make yo ' a bad wish - prob ' bly cus s it , 
yo ' see . Like dat . Yo ' SHOOT AT IT fo ' a target wit dat pistol . Yo ' see , yo 1 
do dat fo ' THREE MORNINGS STRAIGHT . See . An ' every t ime yo ' do dat , ah ' ll guar
antee yo ' it ' ll be j es '  like shoo tin '  ' em  wit a real gun, cause it cut s his life 
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_.. jea ' dat quick . 
[%be preceding gun r ite is tame after the story of the real shooting of old 

� �ight by the Indian , Marcellus Gates - see 3103 , p . 925 . ]  
Yo' TAD A L IVE CHICKEN, yo ' see , take ' em  while he ' s  alive . Take him an' yo '  

IlLII BDM RIGHT OPEN down his breast here - an ' do dat while he alive an ' get yo ' 
a liiC& OF SKY-BLUE S ILK .  Yo ' see , silk cloth, j es '  about wide a s  dat - somepin 
_.. ..._ a band to go round your waist . Yo ' take an ' yo ' cut ' im open , an ' yo ' 
c.E • t.  open an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' roll it up - dat piece of cloth , yo ' see , 
... JD 1  take an ' yo ' j es '  wipe it down inside dere an ' yo ' get it bloody,  yo ' see • 
.._. JD 1  takes dat den an ' yo ' TIES DAT AROUN ' YOUR WAIST right NEXT TUH YOUR SKIN. 
� tie dat aroun ' there,  an ' yo ' kin walk to a per son - if he ' s  got a store ,  
_. DB llALK IN DAT STORE AN ' GET ANYTHIN '  YO ' WANT an ' den yo ' don ' t have to pay 
� .atb1n in there . 

(If ,au wanted to borrow money from them? ) 
� certainly ,  if it ' s  a per son yo ' wanta borrow any money from , yo ' kin walk 

.. to �  an ' ask him - goin ' to say de amount o f  money yo ' want , in reason yo ' 
' c stan ' , an ' he goin ' to let yo ' have it an ' nevah think of it  no more .  See . 

� .a.. dat ' s  goin ' to last yo ' j es '  a short  while, yo ' understan ' - it last , 
.t caarae, about two or three days , yo ' see . 

(IDu j ust take any kind of a chicken for that? ) 
Yea, air , take any kind . But yo ' use ' im while he alive - don ' t kill it , yo ' 

.... Use it whilst it ' s  alive an ' dat blood ' s  warm an ' everythin ' .  
(I see . )  
I� ' a  purty good , yo ' see . Suppose yo '  wanta put a person on a drift , yo ' see 

ta o�hah words yo '  wanta get 'im do!Jn and make ' im  drag , yo ' see . Yo ' take yo ' a 
� PISH . Yo ' take this person an ' yo ' WRITE HIS NAME ON A PIECE OF PAPER . Yo ' 
WEite his name FIVE TIMES - most  people say nine times , but yo ' don ' t  have to 
WEite it dat much . [Here is the mark of an experienced doator - a person who can 
..te an exception , violate a normal rule of magic . ]  Wtite his name f ive times on 
a piece o f  paper . But write wit an indelible penc il , see . 

�ell , why do you write it with an indelible penc il? ) 
&ell , it never - yo ' see , indelible never spoils out . It ' s  somepin like ink, 

,.. see, de water or nuthin won ' t  wash it out . Yo ' see? Yo ' takes dat paper den 
... yo ' folds it up , but fold it goin ' from yo ' - don ' t  want it comin ' to yo ' ,  
t.£ goin ' from yo ' .  Yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' yo ' cut dat fish open like dat - half 
... jea ' like yo ' wanta clean it , yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' yo ' fold dat paper up 
... yo ' put it in there,  yo ' see . Yo ' get somepin an ' yo ' sew ' im  back up - yo ' 
... 1 fm  back up . Yo ' carry ' im an ' throw ' im in some runnin ' water somewhere .  
a.• as long as he floatin ' in dat water , yo ' see , dat party will never stay still . 
81!111 always be on a drag. 

A BUZZARD has cer tainly got de best eyes of any fowl we have . 
(Be ' s  what? ) 
Be got cer tain to de best eyes - o f  any fowl we have . An ' a buzzard sails 

� in de heavens , excusin ' any othah fowl we have except one - dat ' s  a eagle .  
� [also ] yo ' take a buzzard kin see fur ther out o f  his eyes than any o ther fowl 
.. have , excusin ' de e�gle . Yo ' kin take yo ' a buzzard an ' get ' im while he 
�ve .  See . Yo ' take his r ight eye - take both o f  his eyes [ see explanation 
Ja�er] . Yo ' take ' em  an ' yo ' get yo ' some sweet milk, an ' yo ' boil ' em  eyes in 
.at sweet milk . See . When yo ' boil ' em  in dat sweet milk , dat ' s  goin '  to harden 
·� yo ' see . Take ' em out o f  dat ,  then get yo ' some table salt  an ' make yo ' a 
�ng solution o f  water - salt water , an ' yo ' drop ' em  eyes in there an ' yo ' let 
•ea soak in there fo ' about three days . Yo ' take ' em eyes out o f  there then an ' 
JD 1  �yo ' a small piece of lookin 1 glass - plain glass like dat there [ window] , 
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a small piece of lookin ' glass - but cover dat [ plain] glass on de backside . Jes' 
[make it ] like dat lookin ' glass there [ in the room] , take yo ' a little small 
piece of paper an ' clasp it over de back, see . [Make a mirror from a small piece 
of glass by pasting paper on the back . ] Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' make yo ' a little 
bag , see . Yo ' take dat little bag an ' yo ' sets dat glass  down in there j es '  like 
dat . Yo ' take dat eye an ' yo ' place it right in front of dat glass like dat ,  yo ' 
see . 

(One or two? ) 
No , take one - yo ' take his right eye . Now, say for ninstance this is  his 

right eye . Yo ' make yo ' a little bag fo ' each one of ' em  wit dat glass . Yo ' 
take de right eye an ' yo ' puts it in this bag , yo ' see . Now, af ter yo ' put ' em  
both in ' em  bags ,  yo ' take both of ' em  bags an ' yo ' takes yo ' another little 
piece of plain lookin ' glass - piece of dat same glass an ' yo ' put it in between 
' em  two bags like dat ,  yo ' see . Now, yo ' don ' t have to put nuthin on de back of 
dat [ second ] glass . Take ' em  two bags an ' set ' em  together like dat . Yo ' stick 
dat little plain piece of glass down in there , yo ' see . 

(Between these two glasses? ) 
Between de two glasses ,  see . Well , now yo ' take de right eye ,  yo ' understan ' ,  

an ' yo ' puts it on de lef ' side of dat glass like dat , see . Yo ' hold de glass 
like dat - it be ' s  f lat . Yo ' take an ' yo ' put hit over there . Yo ' takes de lef t 
eye an ' yo ' put it on this right side - dat arosses 'em up , yo ' see . Then yo ' 
takes yo ' some black thread an ' yo ' wrap ' em  two little bags together like dat . 
Wrap ' em  together where they won ' t  come loose . Yo ' takes ' em  then an ' yo ' makes 
a scaffold out of it  an ' yo ' tie a string on it , see , an ' let it come aroun ' your 
neck, an ' let dat bag hang down to about along here . See . 

(The middle of your breast? ) 
Yes , about de middle of your breast like dat . An ' YO ' COULD BE STAND IN' OUT

SIDE DAT DOOR OUT THERE AN' YO ' COULD HAVE DAT DOOR SHUT THERE AN' YO ' COULD DIS
COVER WHAT ' S  GO IN ' ON  INS IDE OF HERE . See . 

(See right through that [ door ] ? )  
Yes sir . Yo ' be gain ' down de street some place - suppose dat a guy had kilt 

somebody , see , an ' he was hidin ' aroun ' . Well , de minute yo ' looked at ' im , yo ' 
would know it . Yo ' would know his secret . 

Yo ' kin take an APPLE an ' let it be ripe , take dat apple an ' yo ' boil it  in 
water see , till it get sof t .  When it get soft ,  yo ' kin pry - yo ' kin work yo ' a 
hole down in there . Yo ' see , yo ' work dat hole out - down in where ,  yo ' know, 
where dat core is down in there . Yo ' take an ' yo ' works yo '  a hole down in there. 
Handle it very careful so it won ' t  break, see . Den yo ' kin take - write a person's 
name on a piece of paper , yo ' see . Get yo ' some sugar , some honey, see , an ' mix 
dat together . See . An ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' put dat name - d e  paper wit de name 
on it , yo ' put dat in dat f irst , like dat .  Then yo ' put dat honey an ' dat sugah 
in there,  see . Den take yo ' a small quantity of table salt an ' a small quantity 
of cayenne peppah, yo ' see , an ' yo ' puts all dat down there on top o f  dat ,  yo ' 
see . Then yo ' takes yo ' some wax . Even yo ' could take yo ' a piece of candle an ' 
melt it - see , melt dat wax . 

An ' stop all dat up in there - yo ' see , stop all dat up in there . Then yo ' 
see , yo ' don ' t peel dis apple,  yo ' see . Yo ' j es '  stop it up in dere , yo ' see , 
an ' yo ' takes an ' yo ' sets it out somewhere till it dr ies . See , set it  out in 
de sun an ' it get like hard again , yo '  see . Well , now, yo ' kin take dat apple 
an ' suppose a woman had a husban ' an ' he had gone off . See . She could take dat 
apple an1 j es '  roll it ' cross de floor like dat - all ovah de f loor , yo 1 see . 
All undah de bed an ' anywhere . All in de corners o f  de house yo ' see . Oat ' s  
all - j es '  roll it l ike da t .  Don ' t have to roll it hard enough to break it or 
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... 11 guarantee yo ' in d e  course o f  three day ' s time he ' ll be back there,  yo ' see • 
... every time he get in a rage , gets ravin ' mad wit her , all she have to do , j es' 
� dat apple an ' roll it ' cross de floor all undah d e  bed 1 everywhere ,  chuck it 
.. aa' play wit it like dat 1 all round in de corners der e ,  an ' he ' ll come back 
� an '  he ' ll be quiet . See . 

nes. sir . )  
[Tbe magic r ite of rolling , by foot or hand , is fairly common - see 2251 1 

�616; 2259 1 p . 63 9 ;  pp . 816-818 and elsewhere . ]  
[8bile the machine is stopped , we start to talk about putting live things in a 

I 8W.: ] 
(Bow do you do that ? )  
Yo ' take yo ' - SUPPOSE DAT YO ' WANTA PUT SOMEPIN IN SOMEBODY , or yo ' wanta 

a-rt ' ea  some way .  Take yo ' TWO SNAIL S ,  see , or either scorpion or any kind of 
�in 1 insect like dat . See , dat ' s  all - dat ' s  deadly poison to de body . Yo ' 
.-e. take two snails an ' yo ' takes an ' yo ' put ' em  in a little t in can or somepin 
� . yo ' see , where he can ' t  get outa there . Yo ' kill one of ' em , see ; yo ' 
-...e de o ther live . Yo ' leave ' im stay in there . Don ' t give ' im no water or 
.._,� give ' im nuthin to eat ,  j es '  take an ' stop ' im up in there . See 1 put ' im 
.. .a.evhere where he can ' t  get outa there . Well , in de course of time when he 
� ao hungry in ther e ,  he most likely goin ' to eat up d e  o ther one . Yo ' see , 
lie 11 very near eat ' im up anyway . See . Well , when he eat ' im  up , leave ' im 
!!!I in there ' till he die himself , see . An ' after he dies , yo ' go an ' take ' im 
..._ there . Yo ' put ' im  on a slow heat of  f ire . Yo ' parches ' im  up to a powdah , 
.... Powdah ' im  up . Suppo se there ' s  somebody dat yo ' wanta hurt . Yo ' put ' im 
ta aa.e whiskey or some milk or anythin ' ,  somethin ' to eat or anythin ' . Yo ' j es '  
� a little of dat dust-like down undah yore fingahnails 1 see . Drop it in dere 
1lte dat an ' let ' em  eat it 1 yo ' see . When he eat dat an ' it goes down in his 
t.ay, it ' s  goin ' to settle in de weakest part of his body . Well , IT ' S  QUITE 
IM!CBLY BY YORE BODY BEING MOI STURE IN SIDE ALL DE TIME ,  WHEN HE STRIKE DEM MOI S
� PLACE RIGHT DOWN DERE 1 HE GOIN ' TO COME BACK TO LIFE , yo ' see . When he come 
.-.ct to life ,  dat forms a live insect in yo ' .  Yo ' undahstan . Hit goin ' to be 
�· in yo ' all de t ime . See . From diff ' rent sides ,  he ' s  go in ' to be mavin ' 
t. yo ' . See . Well now,  when he comes back to life , yo ' see , as  he grow an ' gro� 
,.• soin '  to take down, yo ' see - yo ' can ' t rest no kind of way . An '  yo '  kin see 
•.ta .avin ' in dere . Yo ' see . 

(Can you get rid of those things in you in any way? ) 
Yes , sir , yo ' kin rid of  ' em  all right . Now, suppose dat some person had d id 

�in like dat to yo ' an ' yo ' wanta get rid of it 1 yo ' go out to a creek some
..-e. They got a shell in dere dey call a MUS SEL SHELL . It ' s  somepin made on 
.. order of a snail shell , but it ' s  more  harder ; yo ' see , it ' s  coiled up j es '  
Ilia a snail shell . Yo ' get yo ' some o f  ' em  mussel shells outa dere 1  yo ' see . 
�· brings ' em  home an ' put ' em  on a slow f ire,  yo ' see , an ' yo ' boil ' em  - boil 
• .. sood till dey get sof t . When yo ' bo il ' em  dey get soft , yo ' see . Yo ' takes 
• .. an' take some of dat water , yo ' see , yo ' get yo ' a p iece of chinaberry roo t . 

� ·  koow d e  chinaberry tree out dere? 
nes . )  
Go out dere an ' get yo ' a piece of dat china [ berry] roo t out dere - j es '  a 

�e small piece of it like dat 1 an ' hit j es '  a s  bitter a s  anythin ' yo ' ever 
�ed in your life . Yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' puts dat little piece of china ' root  
.. tber e ,  an ' when yo ' drop it in dat water it goin ' go right to d e  bo ttom - see , 
� won ' t  float in dere atall , it will go right to de bo ttom .  Yo ' boil dat tub
a 7'-h an ' make yo ' a tea out of it , yo ' see . Yo ' get yo ' some whiskey - see 1 
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take whiskey or a little sweet milk, but de whiskey is de best . Yo ' mixes a 
small quantity an ' yo ' pour it out in a teacup , yo ' see . Pour d e  teacup about 
half full of dat tea ,  yo ' see . Yo ' f ill it up wit about two b ig tablespoonful 
of whiskey an ' mix all dat up together , yo ' see . An ' yo ' give him three table
spoonsful of it three t ime a day . Oat ' s  go in ' to make ' im vomit , yo ' see . Oat ' s  
go in ' to make him vomit dat thing out , yo ' see . Dat ,  if yo ' put dat in dere 
see dat mussel shell dere,  dat has a contro l lin ' powah to draw dis out of it , yo ' 
see . Well , then about de time yo ' ve taken about three or four do ses o f  dat tea ,  
every time yo ' take a do se yo ' go in '  start vomitin ' . See . Yo ' go in ' vomit out 
little small pieces of it like dat ,  yo ' see . Yo ' go in '  vomit an ' make ' em  come 
out o f  yo ' .  

( I  see . )  
[Fortunately for the doctor the live things in you,  having been killed by the 

medicine , will come out of you no t as recognizable snails but as small p iece of 
anything . For tricks by doctors , see 250,  p . 7 2f . ; 792,  p . 265 ; 793,  p . 2 6 6 ;  etc . ] 

Take a BROOM dat yo ' been usin ' , yo ' see . It have to be  one yo ' been usin ' -
no t a new one see , one yo ' been sweepin ' wit . Suppo se a person were in yore 
house , roomin ' wit yo ' an ' yo ' wanta get rid of ' em, see . Say , fo ' ninstance, 
if it was a woman comin ' aroun ' yo ' an ' yo ' d idn ' t  want to be  bothered wit her , 
didn ' t want to lose no time wit her ,  see . Take dis broom an ' every time she come 
there,  yo ' see , yo ' take d is broom an ' yo ' stand it up , see . Af ter she leaves 
dere - when she come dere,  don ' t  do it while she dere . Long as  she dere,  well , 
yo ' can set an ' talk wit her , but when she leaves , yo ' take d is broom an ' yo ' 
stand it up . See,  j es '  like dis han ' standin '  up like dis an ' let yore chin rest 
on it like dat ,  see [demonstrates ] .  

[Though I could see the demonstration, I wanted an answer in words . ]  
(On the handle or on the straw? ) . 
On de handle , see . An ' every t ime she leave dere,  yo ' let dat broom fall 

r ight behind her toward de way she goin ' - see , j es '  let dat broom fall right 
behind her full length like dat ,  see . An ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' about d e  third 
t ime yo ' do dat see , she ' ll stay away from dere . 
-- [ I  describe her ac tions . ]  

(You have that broom handle with the brushing part to the floor ? )  
To d e  floor . 
(And the broom handle under your chin? ) 
Under your chin . 
(And let it fall toward her ? )  
Yeah, j ust fall - j es '  like [ that ] . 
Befo ' he leaves dere take ' im a strand of WHITE THREAD - see , j es '  plain white 

thread . An ' let it be  de whole LENGTH OF DE BED dere  - see , j es '  cut it de whole 
length o f  de bed . An ' put dat s tring right undah de sheet , yo ' undahstan ' ,  where 
she - yo ' an ' her bo th sleepin ' a t ,  yo ' see . Put it right undah dat sheet an ' 
let her lay down on it , yo ' see , fo ' about three nights befo ' yo ' goin ' away . Do 
dat fo ' three nights straight , see . But be  careful now, don ' t  let her get holt 
of it , yo ' see . 

(You put that str ing from the head to the foo t and acro ss the middle? ) 
Yes . No , from de head to de foo t ,  lengthways - j es '  like dat ,  see . 
(Oh , all right . )  
Right up an ' down dere . Let ' er lay on dat fo ' about three nights ,  yo ' see . 

Yo ' get up every mornin ' , an ' yo ' think of it , yo ' take it out , but she can ' t get 
out from undah dere . Yo ' see , yo ' j es '  reach undah dere an 1 get it out . De next 
night when yo ' get ready to go to bed , yo ' don ' have to put it no particular 
place - j es '  so yo ' put it undah de sheet , anywhere on de bed see . Do dat about 
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�ee Dights 1 an ' take dat str ing an ' yo ' t ie seven knots  in it . See , j es '  like 
� - tie ' em  knots in dere  all aroun ' der e ,  yo ' see . Yo ' take an ' yo ' fold dat 
!£ri!l up1 yo ' see , an ' wear hit  aroun ' yore waist here like dat yo ' see . An ' 
,.• wear dat string aroun ' yore waist - see , r ight next to yore skin, an ' as long 
.. yo '  vear dat str ing aroun '  dere , dere can ' t  no man have no connection wit her , 
--

(!Dm aean by folding that string - you j ust  shorten it by folding it? ) 
Da� ' s  right , yo ' got [ it ]  r ight - fold it backward [another way of saying fold 

� � you] an ' wear it  aroun ' der e  like a belt . 
(I see . ) 
� .  now, suppose he have intercourse wit her , yo ' see . Well , most gen ' rally 

._ wa.an ' s  always go in ' wipe yo ' off , yo ' see . Well , yo ' see , yo ' take dat same 
� dat yo ' wipe off  wit - yo ' see , don ' t wash it  out , cause yo ' got of dat on 
�. see , dat same rag . She takes dat rag den an ' she t ies three knots  in it , 
-· She takes dat rag an ' she folds it up carefully, yo ' see , an ' she puts it 
... 7 in a quiet place where nobody won ' t interfere wit it see , an ' DAT ' LL KILL 
.m5 �RE. He can ' t have no connect ion wit no o thah women - not unt il she lose 
� r.ag or do away wit it  - as long as  she let it stay dere . 

�. can he do anything else for himself ? )  
uell, he could get r id of it , see . 
(Bov? ) 
Be could get r id of it . Yo ' could take yo ' an ole greasy D ISHRAG see , an ' 

� aornin ' yo ' heat yo ' a little wat er see . Yo ' d ip dis rag up an ' down in 
� like dat , yo ' see . Yo ' don ' t have to wash it out or nuthin like dat - j es '  
� it up an ' down in there enough to sofetn it , see wit dat grease on there . 
WRll. he take an ' he wash hisself off wit dat - see , fo ' about f ive mornin ' s 
!tE!ight wit dat greasy rag . But DON ' T  LET NOBODY EL SE HANDLE IT but him, yo ' 
- - j es '  handle dat himself . Now, when he get through wit it , j es '  fold i t  up 
... put it away ' till de next mornin ' , see . De  next mornin ' he ' ll take an ' heat 
� iD dat same water ,  yo ' see , in dat wat er like dat . An ' he wash himself off 
� it fo ' about f ive mornin ' s  see , an ' he get r id o f  dat - get r id of it . 

Yo ' could do dat wit a lemon - get yo ' a lemon , see . Take dis lemon an ' yo ' 
.- �o some runnin '  wat er see , an ' � yo '  some o f  dat runnin ' water . Yo ' takes 
� water an ' yo ' puts it on in a pot or somepin other - yo ' puts dat lemon in 
� an ' yo ' boils dat lemon, see . An ' yo ' boil dat lemon an ' yo ' get yo ' some 
�r . Yo ' soaks dat lemon in dat vinegar - see , after yo ' boil it , soak it in 
.. � vinegar . Yo ' see , take dat den an ' get her some brown rock sugah . See ,  she 
takes dat sugah an ' she puts it down in dat lemon, yo ' see . She drops a few 
�s of dat vinegar in there on dat sugah - drops a f ew drops of Sloan ' s  Linament 
ia there in dat sugar , yo ' see . She puts a small quantity of cayenne peppah in 
�e. yo ' see . She takes dat lemon then an ' she get s her some dirt an ' put it  in 
a bucket , yo ' see . She buries de lemon in dat bucket - see , dat dirt . Every -
� ·  j es '  after sunrise , or every evenin '  j es '  before sundown - about t ime the 
... sets , she go there . Yo ' [ she] heat j es '  a little water , yo ' see , an ' she 
pgars a lit tle bit of it on there . Yo ' see , dat keeps ' em  guarrelin ' an ' fusain ' 
all de time , see , an ' dey break up . See? Den ,  as  natchly [ naturally] ,  dat ' s  
� draw him back to her - keep his mind on her all de t ime .  

(Tbat breaks him up with the other woman? ) 
Break ' im  up from her r ight away - see , j es '  be a-quarrelin ' ,  a-quarrelin ' • 

.. � break ' em  up r ight away . 
['WE NOW REACHED THE FIRST AND PERHAPS ONLY "BUTTON RITE" IN HOODOO. ]  
Suppose yo ' gotta woman an ' yo ' wanta get along p eaceably wit her in yore hom� 

,u' see. In other words , YOU KINDA WANTA HAVE HER UNDER YORE JURISD ICT ION where 
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yo ' kin have her - maybe yo ' wanta go out an ' have yore fuZZ  fling wit o thah 
women, yo ' see . She won ' t  say nuthin about it or raise no sand, yo ' see . Yo ' 
take her undahclothes l ike dat ,  see , an ' yo ' get dat top button off dere - j es '  
l ike dat ,  see . 

(The top button . )  
Of her undahclothes dere . Yo ' takes de top but ton offa your s ,  see . Yo ' takes 

dem buttons an ' yo ' sews de face of ' em  buttons tuhgethah . See , dat ' s  de face o f  
i t  dere [ demonstrates ] - see , take dat button an ' put ' em  two tuhgethah like dat .  

(Face to face . )  
Face to face . But sew de one dat come offa yore clothes on top of de one 

comin ' offa hers . Yo ' see , sew ' em  up dis way - sew yourn on top o f  hers . Yo ' 
see [ demonstrates ] .  

(While you ' re sewing , hold your s on top . )  
S ew yours on top of hers l ike dat , see - all yo ' sew ' em  up l ike dat . Sew ' em  

an ' go down l ike dat ,  but let de last stitch yo ' make - yo ' see , every t ime yo ' 
sew up thisaway , tie a knot in dat thread . S ee ,  an ' yo ' j es '  sew on dis side an ' 
come back up dere an ' t ie anothah kno t right dere . [Demonstrates all sewing . ]  

(You mean while you are pushing the needle up through the buttonhole , make a 
knot? ) 

Dat ' s  right - make a knot in dere , yo ' see . Yo ' do dat - yo ' make seven knots  
in dat thread , yo ' see . 

(How many kno ts in that thread did you say? ) 
Make seven knots  in dat thread , yo ' see . Yo ' takes it then an ' put it r ight 

in de centah of de door der e ,  yo ' see . Get yo ' a little small piece o f  paste
board or somepin else , iffen yo ' had a mat or somepin on de floor like dat , yo ' 
see . See,  a little small piece of pasteboard an ' nail it right in de center o f  
d e  door l ike da t an ' plaster dat right where she gotta walk in an ' out over dat , 
yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' kin do anythin ' aroun ' d ere  yo ' wanta - anywhere yo ' wanta ,  
have yore fuZ Z  swing wit her . Well , she ain ' t goin ' t o  say nuthin . An ' she ' ll 
never leave yo ' - never raise no fuss , no fuss atall . Anythin ' yo ' do will be 
O . K .  

Anothah good smart scheme ,  if yo ' wanta . Suppose yo '  want a woman to follow 
� somewhere,  yo ' see - if yo ' is man an ' wife ,  anythin ' like dat ,  an ' yo ' wanted 
her to go along wit yo ' ,  yo ' see . Yo ' could take yo ' some o f  HER HAIR - see , if 
yo ' be goin ' aroun ' her l ike dat ,  see . Say fo ' ninstance,  if she had been comb
in ' her head or somepin othah like dat .  See . Well , it ' s  quite natchly she goin ' 
to have some of dat hair - don ' t have to be all dat much - mo st of ' em  use dat 
grease of somepin on dey head , yo ' see , an ' yo ' get same o f  dat . Yo ' j es '  take 
dat comb an ' scrape it out like dat - get dat hair an ' dat grease all on dat ,  yo ' 
see . Yo ' . take dat den an ' yo ' get yo ' some powdah - any kind o f  powdah like tal
cum powdah or anythin ' l ike dat , see . Powdah dat hair somepin good - see , fill 
it full of powdah good . Take yo ' a piece of white linen . Yo ' see , j es '  cut it 
de length of dat hair - yo '  see , j es '  enough to fold it up in dere . Yo ' don ' t 
have to make no package - j es ' fold it up in dat linen . See , fold it an ' wrap it 
to yo ' .  Yo ' get yo ' some silk thread - it can be blue , yellow or anythin ' like 
dat - see, some silk thread an ' wrap dat always comin ' to yo ' like dat . See , 
wrap dat good , yo ' see . Yo ' see? Yo ' take an ' yo ' wear dat in yore pocket , yo ' 
see , an ' anywhere yo ' go , as long as yo ' got dat an ' don ' t  lose it or DON ' T  LET 
NOBODY ELSE PUT THEY HAND ON IT , she ' s  goin ' to follow yo ' anywhere yo ' go . An '  
if yo ' sl ip off from ' er ,  an ' she f ind out where yo ' is , she goin ' to come dere 
see , dat keeps her mind always on yo ' .  Dat ' s  contro Z Zin ' powah to keep her mind 
on yo ' all de t ime .  

(Control ling power? )  
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Dat ' s what it is - yes , sir . 
(Bov, this is something else now. All r ight . )  
If yo ' wanta make a confusion in dis house , dat yo ' don ' t want dat landlord 

to uevah r ent dis house , an ' it will stay empty fo ' ever , yo ' j es '  take his name 
.a-n vheresomevah yo ' l ives at an ' j es '  keep dat house there from rentin ' i t . 
I� ' ll  nevah b e  rented any more .  

(All you do i s  put his name down? ) 
[ Informant ends with one of  the ROLLING RITES of New Orleans . ]  
Put his name down in de groun ' ,  den yo ' takes dat flaxseed an ' dis lemon wit 

� ...e in dat . Make a hole an ' put yo ' some of  de cayenne peppah in dere see , 
.. • set yo ' some of dis salt an ' put dat in there , an 1 yo ' take an ' put de top 
t.ck on it an ' j es '  tie it up , an ' den yo ' j es '  take an ' roll it . 

fYhat do you put in this lemon,  now, that you are go ing to roll? ) 
lD de lemon yo ' puts flaxseed , an ' yo ' put cayenne p eppah an ' de name in dere . 
(The landlord ' s  name, yes? ) 
Yes , an ' den yo ' take some salt an ' yo ' puts dat in there an ' then yo ' ties it 

.. j es '  as t ight . Then yo ' roll dat - j es '  keep arollin ' i t ,  every three times a 
� an '  den CUS S  HIM OUT , if yo ' wanta cus s him out . An ' j es '  keep arollin ' it 
... it ' ll give yo ' de sat isfaction of  dat .  

(Yes , you don ' t  bury that lemon? ) 
Yo ' keep to rollin ' . 
(One way of do ing it is j ust bury his name only - that ' s  all , that ' s  one way 

- doing it? ) 
Bat ' s  one way of  do in ' it . 
(Then this is another way of do ing it? ) 
Yes . 

GREAT WISHER 

JES ' WHUT YO ' WISH FO ' �  DAT 'LL HAPPEN 

MAKE YORE WISH� DAT '  S YORE PROTECTION 
YO ' KIN WISH FO ' AN:tTHIN ' �  IF YO ' AIN 'T  GOT A PENNY 

HE 'LL [LORD 'LL] HE 'P YO ' THROUGH EVIL WHEN YO ' DO GOOD 

FLORENCE , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[This man , informant 131 6 ,  makes a wish on almo st every page - the rea son for 
� title I give him . He has few excep tional r ites , excep t  a cure for fever -
� grea test I ever collected . There are several blowing r ites , somewhat rar e  in 
WDQDOO. Also a numb er o f  small r it es , new and good , will be found . His state
� that the Lord will he 'p yo ' through evi l when yo ' do good - t itle-page quo
aa£ion - reminds me of the informant who said , You know the LoPd� Jesus Christ� 
S. the biggeo v hoodoo� too� in the WoPZd - title-page quotation, p . l624 . Cylin
�. C 667 = 2248-2259 contained this interview . ] 

IDv vit dat � - yo '  supposed tuh take dat hair out de middle of  yore haid , 
,.• UDderstan ' ,  an ' sew it up intuh a r ed silk cloth an ' MAKE YORE WISHES tuh 
� yore min ' tuh dat woman . An ' put it in de bottom of de left sho e ,  yo ' know , 
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j es '  as a pad . Dat will bring yore min ' tuh dem, tuh dat loved one . 
Well , yo ' kin take dat hair , now ag ' in, an ' yo ' kin sew it up in a p iece of 

red flannel , an ' now - j es '  say tuh saattah d em - put it wit dis thin ' whut d e '  
[ d ey = they] call d is mockin ' bird . 

(Where would they put it? ) 
Wit d is nest . See,  it ' ll saattah. An '  den yo ' take dat mockin ' bird - take it 

an ' put it  wit dat mockin ' bird , put dat hair wit it . Well , dat ' s  tuh saattah 
yore min ' .  

(What do you mean? You pick that  mockingbird ? ) 
Yeah, an ' den yo ' scattah dose f eathahs wit de hair to do yo ' harm - to saat

tah yuh min ' .  
(Scatter his mind the same as the mockingbird . Do you kill him when you put 

the hair there? ) 
No sir ,  yo ' ketch dat mockin ' bird an ' put dat hair an ' let it go , see - dat ' ll 

saattah yore min ' as dat mockin ' bird fly . 
(Where do you put that  hair? ) 
Put dat hair wit de f eathahs , but he ' s  not daid . 
(You mean put the hair und er his f eathers? ) 
Yes sir ,  yo ' j es '  pull de f eathahs out . 
(What do you do with the feathers and the hair then? ) 
Jes ' take dat hair an ' de feathahs , an ' : throw it , throw it up [ into the a ir ] , 

but yo ' don ' t kill dat bird . 
[ Blowing is a magic rite o f  two parts :  f irst , letting the wind blow obj ects 

away , as in the prec ed ing r it e ;  or tying an obj ect into a tree , so that the wind 
swings it back and forth;  or second , blowing your breath, including breathing on 
or into , as in the following fever cure . ]  

If yo ' git any , yo ' bury dat hair from undah de arm . Take some graveyard 
dust ,  j es '  de plain dust an ' bury it undah yore front do ' step - j es '  lak yo ' don ' 
wanta harm anybody . Tell ' em  whut tuh do an ' d ey do ' nevah done it [ this will 
make them do it ] . Dat will conkah ' em . 

Take dat graveyard dirt an ' d ey kin give yuh d e  f evah . Git chew a bottle,  a 
green bottle [blackish green ,  often called blaak bottle ] an ' yo ' go tuh de grave
yard an ' yo ' carries fifteen [ thirteen] c ents . Yo ' go tuh de graveyard an ' yo ' 
take de footbo ' d  an ' put it tuh d e  haid ; walk on tuh de front , take d e  haidbo ' d  
an ' put it tuh d e  foot . An ' MAKE YORE WISHE S ,  if anybody is  ' g ' inst chew, workin' 
' g ' inst yo ' tuh harm yuh . An '  yo ' call de name of de person , de spirit [dead per
son ' s ]  �· Yo ' call de name nine times , an ' yo ' git yo ' thirteen han ' ful of 
dirt outa dat grave . An '  when yo ' git  dat d irt , yo ' stick dat thirteen c ents 
down in dere,  an ' yo ' blow yore breath three times : In de Name of de Father, de 
SOn an ' Holy Ghost,  an ' yo ' put dat thirteen cents in d er e ,  covahin ' dat bottle 
in d e  middle of dat grave . Den when yo ' go leavin ' dat grave , yo ' take dat plain 
dirt an ' say, "Ah pay thee,  spirit , fo ' whut ah ' m  leavin ' wit yuh . "  Leave it 
dere an ' don ' t look back when yo ' walk away . 

An ' whoevah is worryin '  yuh an ' yuh want peace tuh yore home . Jes ' lak me an ' 
yo ' git [ quarrelsome] at chure place ,  yo ' be dere an ' make peac� - d e  spirit [of  
the graveyard dirt] will calm de place where yo ' live at . 

[GPaveyard dirt causes quarrels or brings peace ,  depending on intention or 
rite . ] 

(This bottle you put in the grave , you don ' t put anything in it? ) 
Jes ' leave it . No sir , j es '  stop de breath up , an ' yo ' pay wit dat thirteen 

cents . 
[ INFORMANT ' S  PRECEDING LINES ARE REMARKABLE IN RECORDING BOTH FIELDWORK DIFFI

CULTIES AND THE GREATEST FEVER CURE I EVER COLLECTED . A f i eld worker must  con-
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�ate o n  every word , spoken and unspoken ; and all explana t ions , including 
� omit ted . At times an informant ' s  thought is no t only invo lved , it is also 
fall of holes . Tha t is why I a sked that quest ion about the gr een bot tle . The 
.-rPOseless bur ial o£ that bo t tle in the grave was senseless . My quest ion about 
� reaarded me with a rare cure for f ever . LET ME RECREATE THE RITE : The per son 
�oraing the rite has been spelled with a f ever by some enemy using graveyard 
� ;  pos s ibly d ir t  f rom the grave of a per son dying from a f ever . Remember , in 
IDlklore feVeP is a disease , no t a symp tom . To cure himself the f evered per son 
c.rries 13 pennies and an emp ty green bo t tle with stopper to a grave . Whether 
� is the grave of a per son dying with a f ever , I do no t know . He summons the 
...a per son ' s  spirit by calling the name o f  the dead 9 times . Then the s ick man 
)-eels at the grave and begins to scoop up 13 handfuls o f  d ir t , laying down into 
� bole made a penny after each handful put in a paper sack . We now reach the 
CZW£Jal place in the r ite . He ho ld s the neck of the bot tle in his lef t hand , so 
� his thumb cover s the mout h ,  and his r ight hand can grasp the stopper . He 
I &Ina an incantat ion : In de Name of de FatheP . The thumb pressed aga inst the 
� of the bo t tle is quickly raised , as he blows onc e into the bo t tle , and then 
�ckly repressed aga inst the bo t tle mouth . This ac t ion he repea t s  for de Son 
... for an '  Ho ly Ghost . Three t imes he blows into the bo t tle and three times the 
a.ct1e is c lo sed , the la st t ime t ightly . The bo ttle and 13 pennies on it are 
� in the center of the grave ; this spo t with the four corner s o f  the grave 
,.._ina a magic quincunx (see margin t itle p . 7 1 0  and elsewhere) . Some general 
...aer may ask ,  Is it not dangePous to blow one ' s  own spiPit into a bottle (see 
� title p . 24 )  and to buPy it in a gPave ? No , because our hoodoo ed man do es 
� blav his own , he blows the spiPit of the feVeP into the bo t tle . Having paid 
·� arave spirit 13 pennies for the 13 handfuls of gPave diPt , our f ever vic t im  
... �es it home in a paper sack . Wha t  informant means by p lain diPt I can only 
a a :  either some dirt brought with him , o r  some d ir t  no t ac tually on the spir it ' s  
�- 1 

(rou take that thir t een handfuls of d ir t  back home with you . )  
AD '  when yo ' git tuh dat place yo ' sca ttah three han ' fuls aroun ' de place where 

J!1 1ive at , an ' make a NEW WISH tuh conkah all yor e enemies an ' tuh conkah yuh , 
-• .!!L In de Name of de LoPd. Yo ' might see sompin an ' den yo '  may no t ,  but 
I&' • DUthin tuh fr ighten yuh . 

1D cause confus ion , well yo ' kin take dat same dirt - ah mean confusion [ tha t ]  
11 r •  a ma n  an ' woman . Yo ' kin take da t d ir t  an ' throw i t  r ight ovah de front 
... �s an ' MAKE YORE WISH . In nine days time dey ' ll move . 

(rou get that d ir t  the same a s  you go t it  the f ir s t  time ? )  
Y .. sir . 
(Oaly you use it a different way and different wishes . )  
�- · make yore diff ' ren '  wishes . [ Intent ion is the f irst and great command

� of magic . ] 
WR�l .  now ah tell yo ' if de law is after yo ' - j es '  lak if yo ' in a lawsuit . 

�· IP tuh d e  woods an ' yo ' cut three persimmon switches , an ' yo ' cut ' em  wit 
IIEee prongs point in ' dis way , an ' be sure an ' cut ' em  wit a pocketknife . [ He 
7 aatrates ] .  

(rbe kind o f  prongs that a b ird would build i t ' s nest in . )  
[A three-pronged fork . ] 
Y .. . An '  yo ' MAKE YORE WISHES if de law is behin ' yo ' ,  tuh keep de law from 

� an '  yo '  kin use d is heah co t ton co ' d  thread . An ' when yo ' git in de fo ' k  o f  
.. KO&d - j es '  lak i f  yo ' l ive in d e  fo ' k  of d e  road an ' d e  law is af tah yo ' 
,.• take three prongs an ' turn ' em  tuh de sunr ise s ide , d is one d is way an ' da t 
... dat way . Jes ' lak dat an ' yo ' t ie dis j es '  lak da t [ demonstrates ] .  
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(You put three that way and the three b ehind like that . Put the prongs one 
b ehind the o ther . )  

Yes sir . D en yo ' j es '  t ie dem acro s s  each o t hah lak da t , j es '  lak yo ' would 
tie a beatin ' bPush ,  an ' yo ' t ie dose - tie d em  in nine kno t s  an ' MAKE YORE WISH . 
Now yo ' let dem prongs [ stay ] right in de fo ' k  of de road , an ' MAKE YORE WISH fo ' 
what evah offic er , if yo ' want sompin tuh harm dem . D ey might git in a automobile 
wr eck - car wreck, or anythin ' dat chew wanta wish . 

D en ,  if yo ' wanta win a lawsuit , yo ' kin take a mockin 1 b ird , kill dat mockin ' 
bird an ' yo ' let ' em  ea t da t mockin 1 b ird . D ey ' ll talk an ' talk until dey talk d e  
hear t outa dem [ selves ] . 

(Can ' t get the truth out of  that person that ' s  against you . ) 
Dat ' s  ' g ' inst yo ' .  
Now, yo ' kin take it ag ' in in dis way . Yo ' gits a red hen , but b e  sur e it b e  

a t  twelve a ' clock at night - git de r ed hen or any hen else will do . Yo ' in a 
lawsuit an ' yo ' wanta win da t lawsuit . Yo ' take dat r ed hen , but yo ' got ' a  b e  
sure an ' b e  ridin ' at twelve a ' clock at night , an ' yo ' go - yo ' ride around da t 
j ail where dat prison is . An ' yo ' pull dese f eathahs tuh yo ' [ off that live 
chicken and say ] , "Ah know , In de Name of de LoPd, de witness case , "  an ' sca t tah 
do se feathahs - like yo ' go in ' up dis b lock, scat tah dem feathahs toward s  dat 
j ailhous e .  D en yo ' take dat [ hen] an ' yo ' ride dat block ag ' in [ and ]  yo ' scat
tab de f eathahs dis way . [ The c ircumambulation of the jai lhouse is surely made 
a third t fme . ] It ' s  a live hen , a live chicken . While yo ' ride around yo ' sca t
tab . An ' d en yo ' ride right home an ' yo ' take dat chicken an ' turn it loose . 
Nobody will nevah lo se nuthin , dat confusin ' do se people . 

(What happens to the chicken then? You don ' t  bother it any way ,  j us t  let it 
go? ) 

Yes , let it go , it disapp eah . 
[ To turn the chicken loo se is a sort of scap e-goat rit e . ] 
[After the preceding red-hen c eremony I forgot to turn on my machine quickly 

enough to record the following s even- switches rite , similar account s of which 
ar e in the general t ext somewher e . ] 

(Tho se same s even switches will keep the law away if you ar e boo tlegging . )  
Dat will keep dem ' way . 
Git some of  dis same gPaveyaPd diPt , an ' yo ' git sulphur , salt an ' peppah , an ' 

brimstone , an ' git yo ' a box of dis Red D evil Lye ,  an ' take yo ' a new ten-penny 
na il an ' yo ' drill about t en hole through de top of  dat box . Put dat brimstone 
in der e ,  an ' have about s ix o f  do se Red D evil box of lye . Yo ' put one at each 
sid e  of de front steps an ' at each cornah of your yard - dat ' s  two [ p laces , but 
six boxes or cans have b een used ] . An ' yo ' turn it down an ' bury it about da t 
much in d e  ear th . One dis way - well , two would b e  to de back . [ Two at back 
door makes eight . ]  Dat ' s  sufficient fo ' yore place . Dat ' ll keep yor e  place safe 
an ' nuthin goin ' tuh harm . See , yo ' go t both de lye an ' de brimstone . D en yo ' 
takes do se powdahs , dis red cayenne p eppah an ' sulphur , table salt - don ' t  us e 
it fo ' nuthin but dat . An ' yo ' MAKE YORE WISHES an ' yo ' powdah dat up an ' throw 
it in yore f ire or burn it in yore hearth . Well , yo ' ll have mo ' p eople [ custom
er s ]  sometime on one night den in a week . 

If yo ' wanta cur e  anybody who got lung trouble . Now , yo ' might kill a buz
zard . Well , yo ' cook dat buz zard an ' yo ' git d e  oil of dat buz zard , an ' [ take ] 
a tab lespoonful of  da t oil [ probably three times a day ] . Da t ' s  good fo ' lung 
trouble . 

(Any kind of lung troubl e . ) 
Now, ah t ell yo ' whut yo ' kin do wit da t .  Yo ' take de left foot of  his socks 

an ' de r ight foot of de wife ' s  stockin ' s , an ' a tablespoonful of flour an 1 a 



- Hoodoo - Conj ura tion - Witchcraf t  - Rootwork - 1991 

�lespoonful o f  salt . Yo ' take da t socks - don ' t wa sh it . Yo ' t ie dat sock 
� dat stockin ' an ' j es '  make it j es '  lak a band d isaway an ' wear it aroun ' her 
.-1at . Put dat salt an ' f lour in der e  - sew it up in a piece of brown papah sack 
.. • pat it in de to e of dat sock . Da t ' ll keep him tied up tub her . 

AD '  den yo ' kin take a hickory stick - j es '  lak,  see , if he givin ' ' er trou
� she kin go tub de wood s an ' git a hickory stick an ' cut it j es '  about da t 
� [demonstra tes ] .  

�ut two f eet long . )  
Cit her a brand-new knif e - pocketknif e .  Cut ho les in it j es '  like yo ' put 

� [ rungs ] in de spoke of  a chair - cut r ings in d e  stick . 
(3Ust like little r ing s or little grooves around it? ) 
Yes . [ Demonstra tes . ]  De f irst , de second an ' de third - de third an ' d ey 

�· [ Three no tches are mad e about the stick . ] It ' ll be  about dat long . Well , 
,_• Sbarpen it on de end like a p encil ' cause it supposed tub go in de ground 
� her do ' step , MAKING her WISH or his wish . See , if it ' s  a man go t a wif e 
• in ' roun ' , he do d e  same ; or if  it ' s  a woman got a husband , she do de same . 
� ..-n tub tie him down in his home - nuthin to harm ' im but fo ' peac e . "  An ' 
� � STICK AN '  CARRY [ c ircle] IT OVAH HER HEAD THREE TIME S ,  or his [ if a man 
.... the stick] , " In de Name of  d e  Fa ther , de Son an ' de Holy Gho s t , ah mean yo ' 
� stay in yore home - ah mean tub pin yo ' down tuhnight . "  Well de f irst she 
.... HER WI SH , she drive it in de ground up above dat much [ d emonstrates ] .  

(About f ive or six inches . )  
AD '  de s econd ring , d e  next night she drives it down ; no t thoroughly put it 

(�] all de way down , but it ' sposed tub stay dere ' long as she live der e  - if 
� 1ives dere de balance of  de year or two year s ,  well if it stay dere it ' ll rot 
� An '  if no t ,  let it stay fo ' two or thr ee months , when she move dat stick • 
.._ dat lets yo ' [ him] loo s e . 

(lou put those rings around that stick because you dr ive that stick down to 
� first r ing the f ir s t  night , then the second r ing the s econd night , then the 
ta4rd ring - f inally , all the way down? ) 

Yes. 
If she wanta git r id of  ' im ,  git her some table salt an ' a little block of 

!!!phar , go to de [iPe heart [ hear th] an ' shave it up-Qn der e . Put dat table 
� an ' da t camphor pound [ shaved ] up an ' dat gPaveyard diPt . In de mawnin ' 
� six a ' clock befo ' she speaks to anybody, or him ,  MAKE HER WISH an ' take 
... tbrov a pinch out de front do ' each mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s , an ' da t ' ll 
� bJa on de move from ' er .  If she wanta git r id o f  ' im - de gPaveyard diPt 
� de camphor mixed wit it an ' de table salt , throw a pinch, an ' den go back 
� de fireplace an ' put a pinch in dere . Da t ' ll make de wish [ come true]  in 
.t.e .awoin ' s  - him or her will move on • 

.U., if yo ' wanta put anybody in j a il - if anybody worryin ' yo ' [ I  mean] , dey 
.-.£& give yo ' pains an ' yo ' wanta give it back tub ' em, yo ' git chew a ole coat 
.. • cit chew a THORN STICK . Be sure it ' s  a black coat or all-round black dress 
(If you are working on a woman] ,  [or ] all navy - j es '  dark blue or black, no 
..,_. color but dat . Yo ' can ' t  do it if yo ' have any o thah color - can ' t do it . 
1D1 take dat stick an ' yo ' whips dat - whatevah dat per son name is - if anybody 
lwrwdn ' yo ' . Yo ' throw da t behin ' yor e  do ' ,  lak anybody [might b e ]  comin ' in 
� in  de day . Yo ' take da t thorn switch an ' whip it in de mawnin ' ' fore sun
zt.e about six a ' clock right ' fore day . At twelve a ' clock yo ' whip it ag ' in , an ' 
.tK a1 clock in de afternoon yo ' switch it ag ' in . [For this magic time per iod , so 

•a in candle rites , aee margin t itle FORMULA 6-1 2-6 , p . 830 . ]  An ' evah bit of 
� zo '  sweep up out o f  your house , yo ' sweep it up on dat [ coat or dr ess ] fo ' 
.t.e ...aiD' s .  An ' yo ' mean to give dem pains , miser ies an ' den d ey don ' t  rest 
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becuz dey givin ' yo ' de same thing . 
Now dat per son is li ' ble tub come tub yo ' sometime wit tomatoes or sompin 

o thah fo ' medicine or somp in othah tub eat , an ' dey ' ll tell yo ' eat it . 
[My informant has j ust stated the well-known theme of -how to bring to your 

house a witch bo thering you . Many examples of this b elief are given in my FAC I ,  
2nd ed . ,  under WITCHCRAFT , pp . 7 90- 9 20 . ] 

Soon as dat thorny switch done wear out git chew ano thah one - don ' t take it 
up , let it s tay d ere [ behind the door ] until af tah �no thah time [ nine days ]  is 
up . Den if yo ' wanta , use it ag ' in .  Yo ' kin use it ag ' in ,  but be sure de nine 
day s is up . Do it in de mawnin ' befo ' de sun git up , twelve a ' clock,  six a ' cloc� 
but yo ' have tub go back tub bed . Now, dat ' s  tuh give a per son pains who is 
harmin ' yo ' • 

How could yo ' protect yo ' self ? Well , yo ' heard talk of de Twelve Apo stles . 
Now,  yo ' go back in dat Bib le an ' yo ' read de 23rd Psalms , an ' anythin ' dat ' s  
harmin ' yo ' ,  yo ' say , "Ah ' m undah God ' s  guidance an ' [He]  pro tec ts me . Yo ' know 
de Lord is mah shephard an ' ah shall need . "  Well , yo ' r ead da t three times a day. 

Yo ' git yo ' some dis sage leaf s ,  yo ' write de name of de ' pestle on a piece 
of papah , slip of  papah , an ' tie it aroun ' dat leaf . Jes ' write it on a little 
strip piece of papah , an ' yo ' tie it roun ' de sage leaf . Git black or red thread 
an ' be sure an ' tie it in nine kno t s , an ' MAKE YORE WISH dat yo ' want peace an ' 
protection, an ' yo ' wear dat in de lef t foo t of yore sho e .  

(Now , you only u s e  the one sage leaf and one name of the Apo stles ? )  
Yes , j es '  d e  one name . Jes ' lak de ' go t 1 2  j uror s heah - well , yo ' kin take 

one of dem, yo ' see . 
Now , d e  ahamber Zye , yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' kin go tub a dogwood tub do 

sompin tub harm ' em . Yo ' kin go tub a dogwood tree an ' yo ' drill dat hole intuh 
d e  sunrise side . Yo ' stop dat up in a bo ttle - put dat in dere an ' stop it up . 
Well , dat will stop yore wa tah or  yore bowels . [ Her e is the usual confusion b e
tween bladder and bowels . ]  

An ' dat person den, if yo ' wanta make dem free ,  yo ' kin go dere an ' af tah a 
certain length of time yo ' say , "Well , ah believe ah ' ll let dis fellah go , "  or 
sompin o thah lak dat . Yo ' turn ' im loose . 

(You j us t  take it out of the tree,  take the bo t t le out and empty it . That 
will relieve them? ) 

Dat will relieve ' em , j es '  lak somebody let ' em  loo se . 
An ' den yo ' kin take a red onion fo ' yore per tect ion [ pro t ec t ion] , or anybody 

else ' s  if yo ' want s tub . An ' yo ' take dat red onion or yellah onion an ' bo ' nine 
holes in it , an ' if yo ' wanta conkah yore enemies put about nine or thirteen 
stickpins [ ordinary pins ] in it . Head ' em  dat-a-way [ push pin head deep into the 
onion] - see , about nine holes roun ' an ' roun ' dat onion . Jes ' lak yo ' go [ round 
the onion] , j es '  lak dat , full of [ f ill with] sulphur . Yo ' make dat onion dat 
way an ' yo ' wear it in yore pocket for several days . If yo ' don ' t care tub wear 
it in yore pocket , yo ' take an ' a-queeze it an ' MAKE YORE WISH an ' put it some
where in de house where yo ' kin git chure han ' s on it . Nobody will git hold of 
yo ' .  An ' dose new stickpins , j es '  as many fren ' s yo ' go t ,  eithah as many enemies 
yo ' go t ,  yo ' do de same thin ' . MAKE YORE WISH , dat ' s  yore pertect ion . Yo ' kin 
WISH BEFO ' DE DAY OUT yo ' may have two or three dollahs . 

Put aroun ' d e  place - yo ' kin take a little bit of bluestone an ' ahamber Zye , 
an ' throw it out of yor e do ' evah mawnin ' ' fo '  sunrise,  an ' MAKE YORE WISH � 
pro tec t yore place from all - mo s t  anythin ' - j es '  dis blues tone an ' ahamber Zye . 
Git chew a ole bucket or mayb e a two-quart j ar an ' keep dat . Shake it up good 
an ' it will turn blue . 

But now fo ' love , yo ' J4! de thing dey call de Eve-an '-Adam - ah guess yo ' 
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� talk o f  it - from de woods . Den yo ' git  chew some perfume - some kin ' a  per
t..e, let it be fo ' t en cent s [ from Ten Cent s Store ] or de drug sto ' . Maybe yo ' 
&It a bo t tle j es ' about lak dat . Yo ' put chew about five or seven pieces [ o f  
• '  and-Eve ] in dere - de largest one is Adam an ' de smalles t one is Eve - an ' 
� de ' call de John de Conkah . Yo ' mix dose three tuhgethah [ he considers 
�Eve two roo t s ]  an ' yo ' MAKE YORE WISH . Yo ' may say , "Well , ah wish dat 
.. coal.d bring dem tub love wit me . "  Or maybe,  yo ' put about nine drops in yore 
... • an 1 rub it in yore han ' an ' MAKE YORE WISH . Dat Eve-an ' -Adam , an ' put  chew 
a 11��le - it might be one or two drops of  whiskey intuh it wit it . [Demon
��es . ] Han ' s ovah yore fac e three times , In de Name of de Father, in de Name 
til{ dll Son, an ' in de Name of de Ho ly Ghost . 

(Bach time you pull your hands down over your fac e . )  
Aa1 MAKIN ' YORE WI SH , whoevah dat girl or dat boy , or whoevah it  is , dat 

� dere min ' j es '  tub yuh . 
1D '  kin take dat sho e ,  wrap dat piece outa dat shoe - de lef t-foot shoe -

!!it!! an '  fold it tub yuh three t imes . 
(Vhich p iece? ) 
1D '  take dat piec e o f  linin ' out de back of  de shoe an ' fold it three t ime tub 

Jia' an' MAKE YORE WISH - j es ' lak yo ' want dem tub come back tub yuh . An ' yo ' 
� chev about nine pod s  of  red peppah an ' a spoonful of graveyard dirt , put ' em  
� da t ,  an ' yo ' folds dat tub yo ' • An ' yo ' take it  an ' bury it undah yore 
� do ' steps . An ' at night when yo ' gain ' tub bed , yo ' kin take de right foot 
_. ,are shoe an ' turn it up , bot tom up , an ' MAKE YORE WI SH dat , "Ah wish dat So
-·-- would come . "  Inside of  24 hour s dat per son will come tub yo ' .  

(!ou mean that l ining o f  the sho e - the insole that you walk on? ) 
Yeah, de insole . 
Ya ' know whut a wandahin ' mind is . Well , yo ' take dat PHOTOGRAPH P ICHURE an ' 

.,_• BLOW YORE BREATH ON IT THREE TIMES , say , "Ah mean tub keep yor e mind wandah
la' jes ' lak yo ' worry me . "  Yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' yo ' take dat pichur e an ' 
._. i� bo ttom upward s ,  "Ah ' m  ga in ' tub give yo ' trouble , confusion an ' worry , 
rt eacaevah yo ' stay . " An ' yo ' bury dat in de graveyard bo t tom upwards , turn de 
--.c� 'd t o  de head an ' de headbo ' d  tub de foot . An ' yo ' take yore pocketknife 
.. • ,a '  cut a piece out de headbo ' d  - change de head , put dat tub de foo t , an ' 
CEia a piece o f f  dat an ' carry dat back home with yo ' . 

�t do you carry back home? ) 
1D '  carry it back home an ' MAKE YORE WISH in dat part , dat dir t . Dat tub con

� ' em .  
(Mba� d id you do with those two pieces o f  st icks you cut off  the headboard and 

.._ fao�board? ) 
Ya ' see , yo ' shave it an ' yo ' left it dere . 
(rau shave off j ust a sliver ? )  
Yes sir , j es '  a slivah an ' yo ' shave it  up tub a dust , j es '  lak dis heah , an ' 

� i� in dat dirt an ' yo ' take it an ' powdah it  tuhgethah . Yo ' make YORE WI SH . 
�. yo '  comin ' home now - j es '  lak yo ' comin ' cro ss de cornah, yo ' throw it dis 
!!I an' dat way . Dat mean yo ' scattah dere min ' ,  if dey harmin ' yo ' .  

IUv, if yo ' want ' em tub come back home , yo ' take it  an ' br ing it home an ' 
-.r.. i� in de fire an ' MAKE YORE WISH fo ' dem tub come home , but be sure dat dat 
J'k k•• e be turned upside down . Ins ide of  nine days yo ' ll see dem . 

(tau mean to br ing them back home , you have to br ing that pic ture back home? ) 
ID sir , let de pichur e stay dere,  j es '  burn de dir t . Dat stick der e ,  see dat 

ca..ae dere mind . 
�. in burying that pic ture in the grave , do you put it standing on its hea� 

� face down? ) 
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Yes sir , j es ' put it standin ' on its haid . An ' dat ' ll git da t per son home tuh 
yuh . 

Now yo ' MAKE YORE WISH an ' yo ' wipe da t person about nine times - yo ' take dat 
dishrag an ' yo ' wipe him about nine times . An ' yo ' take da t dishrag an ' yo ' 
s ' po sed tuh wash it or r inse it , an ' take it an ' drop it in whut chew call alum 
watah. An ' yo ' let i t  stay in dere fo ' nine days . An ' when yo ' throw it out , 
de wa tah out , yo ' throw dat to de sundown side . Da t will carry dere nature down . 
Yo ' know alum is supposed tuh tie . 

Now yo ' kin git it back disaway . 
(Get his nature back? ) 
Yes . 
Ground some parch-brown aig shell an ' ground-up alum , an ' let ' im take a table

spoonful of it three times a day j es '  befo ' meal s .  He ' ll git ' is nature back . 
She kin take j es '  dat thin ' called - whut dey call de Red Dragon Powdah ,  an ' 

she ' ll mix it in a little bit of whi skey an ' her own watah . An ' she kin take dat 
an ' she kin MAKE HER WISH, carryin ' i t  up ovah her face an ' make her wish , j es '  
lak she go on out , an ' use dat stuf f  in her socks . 

(What will she do with that? ) 
She ' ll take dat an '  she wear it when she goin ' out . She use dat ,  she git  it 

intuh per fume , dat red powdah an ' her own watah [3 ingredient s ] , an ' she make her 
wish wit dat . 

Now, j es '  lak if yo ' wanta make frien ' s  peace .  Now, suppo se yo ' might - � 
mi,ht be in a little deb t ,  an ' dis man he might come an ' give yo ' some trouble . 
An yo 1 say [ to your self ] , "Now, ah don ' t wanta meet dis man dis mawnin ' ,  ah 
haven ' t  got any money . Yo ' s tay outa trouble . " Now, YO ' DRAW THREE RINGS ON DAT 
AIG - three roun ' r ings AN ' THREE FACES . 

(On each egg or  j us t  one? ) 
Jes ' one - thr ee r ings on one aig . Now yo ' - suppo se yo ' have three aigs . 

Well , now, yo ' ll take one of  do se eggs an ' yo ' ll draw three faces . Now, yo ' 
could use ' nitial s in de middle an ' yo ' draw de per son dat chew owe an ' maybe 
someone el se dat treat yo ' bad on de outsid e .  "Ah mean tuh have peac e in dis 
house ,  AH WISH fo ' mah busines s tuh pick up . "  Well , yo ' go o f f  an ' wr ite down 
dere whut chew want tuh come yore way .  

(You are do ing that o n  the third egg now? ) 
All dis is on de one aig at de time . Now yo ' ll take dat aig an ' yo ' ll throw 

it right up in de east side of dis house , "Ah mean fo ' peace . "  Now, when dat 
person come dere dey ain ' t goin ' harm yo ' .  

An ' now if yo ' mean fo ' trouble - yo ' kin make trouble or yo ' kin move a per
son wit dat aig . But now dat ' ll pertec ' yo ' - well , dat aig , " In de Name of de 
Father . "  Yo ' use dat aig . 

(You do all this on one egg . That is for peace in the house . What do you do 
with those o ther two eggs ? )  

Now de o thah two aigs - now yo ' draw de same thr ee rings an ' put de ' nitial s . 
Be sure tuh put yores in de middle - yo ' wanta divide d em  people from worryin ' 
�· Yo ' put dat - do it maybe ou t on yuh porch . But be  sure,  j es '  lak yo ' 
smash it on de do ' ,  yo ' kin throw a piece o f  papah ovah it . Well den, de next 
day say , yo ' might clean it up er [ or ]  sompin . Well , de third day yo ' do de same . 

(In o ther words , you do the same thing each day - you do that for thr ee days . )  
Yes sir , each day fo ' thr ee days . 
(And that will accomplish what you want ? )  
Yes . 
[ Informant , while machine turned off , says you can smash a lawsuit with eggs . ]  
(How do you smash a lawsuit with egs s ? ) 
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well, yo ' take if dey tryin ' somebody whut chew interested in . Yo ' take do se 
aJ&a an '  yo ' ll draw de faces , yo ' call d em, yo ' put de laws [name ] on der e an ' 
J!!e name on dere an ' de othah prisonahs . If dey got three or fo ' pr isonahs , den 
,a •  .ay draw five or six faces , but yo ' make it small counta de aig . Jes ' lak 
�. yo ' on tr ial , yo ' might be dere  wit de witness . Yo ' supposed tuh have dose 
�. an ' j es '  as yo ' go intuh de co ' thouse , even if it be in yore pocket , yo ' 
kiD �ake it an ' smash in yore pocket . Dat lawsuit will scat tah . [ Splatter would 
� a  bet ter word . ]  Dey might try dat man but dey ' ll turn ' im loo se an ' dey won ' t  
tty de othahs . 

(You only use one egg for that ? )  
Yeah one aig fo ' dat - an '  dat onion . 
(rbat you spoke about before? ) 
Yes sir . 
Jes ' lak yo ' want a j ob or somebody might want yo ' out of a j ob ,  yo ' go tuh d e  

paveyard fo ' dat same thing . When yo ' come back , yo ' says , "Well ,  ah won ' kill 
�. n Wr ite yo ' a script outa de Bible an ' fold i t  in nine fold s . Fold it ovah 
... yo ' take it an ' seal i t  up in some red silk or black-silk cloth . An ' tie it 
� nine kno t s  wit black or red thread an ' seal it up in a piec e of red-s ilk 
clDth or black , an ' wear it in yore bosom . An ' yo ' git  some o f  dat  gPaVeyard 
dirt wit sulphur an ' peppah an ' table salt . Sew it , yo ' know, [ into ] a tobacco 
�k an ' wear it in de bot tom of yore  shoe . An ' yo ' kin git a j ob anywher e -
-.,body else turned down, but yo ' kin git a j ob .  

Yell , yo ' kin take an ' yo ' kin git ' em tuh ketch a cot tah - yo ' git someone 
tah ketch yo ' a cot tah, but now yo ' kill it yoreself . 

[The cooter is : ( 1 )  any fresh-water tur tle of the genus pseudemys , ( 2) box 
�r�o ise , and ( 3 )  common snapping tur tle . For another example of cooter , see 
2348, p . 657 . We will soon learn that the cooter is edible . As a boy the author 
accasionally ate the snapping tur tle of the Mississippi River . ]  

How dere ' s  supposed to be - dere ' s  cer tain bones in dat cottah . Yo ' know some 
of dem ' s  so hard , yo ' kin take a hammah an ' yo ' kin hardly crack ' em .  Yo ' f ind 
aa.e in diff ' ren shapes an ' yo ' - co ' se some peoples eat s  it , anybody [ eats it ] 
.a.e�ime . Well,  if yo ' don ' t wanta [ eat it ] , yo ' j es '  save all d e  bones outa 
da� co t tah . An ' now, yo ' see some of dese hard bones up an ' down de back of dat 
au '  de foo t ,  well yo ' dry 'em up . Yo ' take ' em an ' sew ' em  up in a piece of red 
silk or black, an ' yo ' kin win a game anywhere . 

Den yo 1 take a frog , but yo 1 ketch dat frog - one dese spr ing frogs . Take him 
au '  �ie him up in a papah sack, j es '  don ' t kill him atall . Yo ' know some peopl e 
are scar ed of a frog . Jes ' take him an ' tote him in yor e  pocket , an ' yo ' kin win 
wJ.� dat . 

(In gambling? ) 
Wit dat coo tah bone or rabbit bone [ or live frog ] . 
(What do you do with the rabbit bone now? ) 
Take all but de head bone . Yo ' know some of dese pieces in de backbone of a 

rabbi� an ' de side pieces . Wel l ,  some people take de little foo t , den yo ' kin 
� any lo s s  in lawsuit .  

(Is that good for luck in gambling too ? )  
Yes . 
Yo ' take a black cat at j es '  abou ' twelve ' c lock in de night an ' yo ' git a �  

of watah - boilin ' watah . Throw d e  black cat in dis watah , an ' Lawd [ Lord ] , dis 
ca� gona say evah ' thin ' but God. But yo ' have tuh have nerve tuh try it . An-, -

le� it boil dere t ill dis bone - de bone j es '  [ come ] in pieces . Now , den yo ' got
Ea go tuh de graveyard , but yo ' gotta let dat be r ight at de graveyard .  Jes ' lak 
DOW yo 1 might have dat pot dere r ight a t  de gpaveyard picket [ picket fenc e or 
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entrance] , but - an '  it ' s  gona do evahthin ' but talk . Well , yo ' take dese bones 
an ' yo ' throw dem intuh runnin ' watah an ' de bone dat swin tub de top , dat 1 s  de 
bone to take . Den yo ' kin mastah anythin ' yo ' want . 

(What about the graveyard? ) 
Yo ' have tub be r ight a t  de graveyard when yo ' do dat - cook it r ight dere . 

[ see margin t itle GRAVEYARD , p . 78 ] . But if anything come tub yo ' ,  yo ' go ta stay , 
don ' t bothah . 

Tub keep dem from harmin ' yo ' , if yo ' writin ' a lettah - tub keep dem from 
harmin 1 yuh , yo 1 BLOW YORE BREATH IN IT THREE TIME an MAKE YORE WISH . Now yo 1 
take dat an ' j es '  as [ I  told you elsewhere]  yo ' burn dose powdahs of dis peppah 
an ' dis sulphur an ' salt . Yo ' hol '  dat lettah ovah dat an ' MAKE YORE WISH . An ' 
yo ' ll be able tub send it anywhere yo ' want , an ' don ' t  care who dey is dat wanta 
do dat [ hoodoo ] tub yo ' an ' yo ' don ' know dere name . Why yo ' do in ' de same thin ' 
ovah dere [as  your unknown enemy is do ing ] , if yo ' burn dose powdahs an ' yo ' hol '  
dat lettah ovah dere an ' j es '  MAKE YORE WISH . Den dey can ' t hurt chew, �� wit 
dat sulphur an ' dat powdah an ' gPaveyard diPt [ they use] . Yo ' MAKE YORE WISH 
[ don ' t  forget ] .  

[ Fortunately for the preceding letter-pro tection rite,  we have an actual case 
history from my contact-man while we were working in Savannah , Ga . ,  back in March 
1939 - see INTRODUCTION, vol . l , p . XXXVI ,  lines 39-4 9 . ] 

Well , now dey say dey have a s ilvah dime aroun ' yo ' ,  or ah see some of  ' em  
have one roun ' dere ankle or maybe one roun ' dere neck . Well - an ' yo ' take dat 
wit a piece of  brimstone . Yo ' take dat brimstone , an ' yo ' take dat wit dat dime . 
Now, if dat dime turn black or DAT BRIMSTONE TURN BLACK, well dat ' s  if yo ' s  huPt. 

[ The preceding bPimstone tuPn b laak is - up to here in the complete text - my 
only example of  this diagnostic r ite in HOODOO . ]  

Now,  eithah a dime or f if ty cents [ silver half dollar ] .  Yo ' take dat fifty 
cents an ' yo ' t ell dem tub wear dat in dere pockets or anywhere ,  an ' it will tuPn 
baak [ not blaak] j es '  lak dat per son whut did it . 

[ The preceding to tUPn baak , an expression frequently heard in hoodoo , means 
to reverse the spell . If a spirit , forced or bribed to act ivate a spell , f inds 
himself thwarted by s ilver , he will return to the spell-caster to unload (tUPn 
baak) the spell upon him . ]  

Well , yo ' go tub de woods an ' git dis thing dey call de rattlesnake mastah, 
poke roo t , an ' dis  whut dey call de gall de earth, dis bloodroo t j es '  ' bout dat 
long - j es '  ' bout a s  b ig as a frog . Now dat person may be poisoned wit frog , 
snake or whatevah it  may b e ,  but in about nine days time yo ' ll be able tub tell 
what dat person is - what come from dat person . It  might be a snake , might be 
lizard of might be a scorpion . Dat person may pine away , pine away an ' f in ' ly 
[ die] . 

(What do you do with these herbs ,  these roo ts and stuff?  How do you f ix those 
up? )  

Do se herbs? Yo ' take do se herbs an ' put ' em  in tomatoes or in a quart of 
whiskey . Yo ' split dat rattlesnake mas tah an ' yo ' take dat bloodroo t j es '  ' bout 
dat long , red shank an ' dis poke roo t - yo ' git some of dat . An ' yo ' take do se 
thin ' s an ' let ' em take a tablespoonful of it three times a day befo ' meals . If 
yo ' don ' wanta make de person very s ick - if de person - it gonna make dem s ick, 
make ' em  think dey ' s gonna die,  but dey a in ' t gonna die . IT ' LL GO THROUGH ' EM  
JES ' LAK LIGHTNIN ' .  An ' when dey done take da t ,  well i t ' ll f irst come from ' em 
it ' ll surprise yo ' .  Den yo ' use dat f if ty cents or dat dime an ' dat brimstone ah 
wuz tellin ' yuh . 

(HOW DO THEY GET THOSE LIVE THINGS IN THEM? ) 
YO ' TAKE AN' ORDER DEM AT DE [ SOME PLACE]  RIGHT HEAR . Yo ' kin get ' em , It ' s  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 1997 

uuthin but j es '  de devil . People dat are evil dey takes dese an ' poun ' ' em  up 
tDh8ethah as a powdah,  an ' dey beginnin ' tuh grow in yuh . 

(Through your food or something? )  
Yes . 
Yo ' kin ketch dem live baits , yeah . Yo ' know, yo ' see ' em, dey go ' f ishin ' 

wit . Some people call dem hookworms . 
(Have they little legs on them? Don ' t  they call those ground puppies ? )  
Yes sir . 
[Despite informant ' s  Yes sir , I am still dissatisfied with my identity of what 

� peop le aal l  dem hookbJorms . ]  
Yo ' take an ' drop dem in dat bottle of whiskey . Den yo ' let ' em  stay in dere 

a day and a night an ' aftah dat yo ' strain it off  an ' put it in anothah bot tle • 
.U. when dey take dat an ' g it sick, dey won ' t drink no mo ' .  It ain ' t  gonna kill 
. .... 

[The preceding bracket wr itten more than a year ago still dissatisfies me . 
Caald the hookworm have been the fisherman ' s  friend , the hellgrammite? Informant 
.. 7 .ean the hellgrammite or dobson , the aquat ic larva (Coryda lis aornuta , order 
�optera) of the dobson fly , a large North Amer ican insect . ]  

(Have you ever heard o f  goo[er dust? What is it supposed to be? )  
Bov yo ' go tuh de - yo ' kin go tuh a tree , dis  whut dey call dis thin ' . YO ' 

� DIS THIN ' BE ' S  ON A TREE DEY CALL DIS  DEVIL DUST - IT BE ' S  BROWN . Yo ' take 
� an ' yo ' powdah dat up . An ' DIS OLE THIN ' DE ' CALL DE FROG ' S  - IT BE RAISED , 
.-r CALL IT DE FROG PARASOL . Yo ' put dat in de sun an ' yo ' dry dat up , an ' yo ' 
£ate dat in yore pocket an ' yo ' MAKE YORE WISH . Yo ' ll be able tuh mastah anythirr 
JD '  want tuh do - dat de devi l dust.  It j es '  looks lak a ole  brown snuff . 

[Hy INFORMANT IS MISTAKEN about the origin of devi l dust or devil powder - see 
.argin t itles DEVIL ' S  DUST , p . 54 6 ,  and DEVIL POWDER, p . 54 6 .  Natural Devil 's dust 
� powder , not the commercial product , is not a frog parasol a mushroom growing 
.. the trunk of a tree and producing something that looks lak a o le brown snuff. 
� is  a frog paraso l or frog bread springing up from the ground - a devil ' s-snuff
taK, a mushroom (see marg in t itle FROG DUST - TOADFROG BREAD - DEVIL ' S-SNUFFBOX, 
•• 562 , and No . 250 ,  p . 7 2 ,  for frog bread and paraso l .  There are one or two other 
references in the t ext . ]  

�d what do you do with it after it ' s  dust then? ) 
Yo ' tot e  it in yore pocket an ' MAKE YORE WISH , an ' [ to te ]  one of do se [ b laak 

Clll:t] bones . 
Dat red powdah which dey call dragon ' s  blood an ' saltpeter an ' br tmstone [ 3  

�edient s ] . But , it ' s  rock [ the last two ] - got ta mash it tuhgethah an ' let it 
� � a  f ine powdah, but dis red powdah is gonna be already powdahed up . An ' 
� �t tuhgethah an ' when it  burns - see , yo ' makes a fuse lak a f irecrackah . 
� ' s de luaky dust - MAKES YORE WISH . NOW DAT - YO ' KIN GIT TEN, F IFTEEN OR 
IWII DOLLAHS FOR DAT . 

{Here in the preceding price tags , as in many other places in HOODOO , I am 
c.aaidered a professional hoodoo-man. ]  

.OW, yo ' take dose nails - j es '  lak now yo ' be in yore place of business or 
� yo '  live at . Well yo ' could go dere an ' drive nine new na ils , where yo ' 
JJ.e at , fo ' peace . An ' yo ' takes yo ' a p iece of new homespun, git chew a pack
-.e of table salt , an ' yo ' j es '  sew a teaspoonful of dat table salt in dat piece 
.t ..- homespun . Be sure an ' fold it tuhward yo ' ,  an ' yo ' put a little sguare 
&ef uev homespun containing salt ] ,  tack up ovah yore front do ' .  An ' yo ' take 
� of it den an ' put it in a little sguare ,  sew i t  up j es 1 lak a little pillah 
cs '• ovah yore back do ' .  Dat ' ll - make yore wish, keep out all harm . An ' put 
..._ of dose nails in yore house ,  an ' MAKE A LITTLE WISH . 
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(Where do you put those nails in the house? )  
[A considerable amount of demons trat ion follows : ]  
In each cornah of de room .  Jes ' lak now, here ' s  dis one - two - three - fo ' -

five - six .  Well , yo ' might put one on de front [ door ] , . two to de back do ' - AN ' 
MAKIN ' YORE WISH . An ' each pinch of sal t at each cornah of yore room - don ' t  use 
nuthin but da t - but be sure an ' po ' it out de left han ' , not chur e r ight han ' . 
An ' yo ' bury ' em  in de groun ' at yore front do ' ,  in de front yard , one d is way 
an ' one dat way - dat sal t . 

(You go from the front to the back door of  the house ? )  
Yes , j es '  one lak d is [ door]  an ' yo ' j es '  put it right in d e  hol ' der e ,  an ' 

one dere an ' or.e der e ,  an ' covah it ovah . 
(You put this sal t a t  the four corner s of the house out s ide? )  
Outside , �· An ' yo ' put a little pillah of it right up ovah yore do ' .  Dat 

whut yo ' hear talk of  people usin ' table sal t . 
Pins an ' needles . Well yo ' take nine of  ' em  needles an ' t ie dem tugethah , an ' 

two pins - two or three pins - an ' yo ' MAKE YORE WISH. Jes ' lak if yo ' wanta 
harm anybody , yo ' kin take dose nine needles an ' sew ' em  up an ' put ' em in a bot
tle . An ' yo ' take dat bot tle an ' two or three rusty nail s an ' turn dat bot tle 
�; j es '  lak dat person wanta harm anybody , turn it upward in front of  dey house , 
an ' a piece from de headbo ' d  from a graveyard .  An ' dey cut nine l ittle no tches 
in de t an ' write de person name ups ide down an ' turn dat headbo ' d  - j es '  lak yo ' 
gon ' a  run dat person or do dat person harm, dey won ' t  be dere nine days ' fore dat 
dey ' d  be gone . See , dat needles put ' em  in misery an ' worry dem t ill dey go . An' 
dat piece of  de headbo ' d  yo ' wr ite dat name on dat but wr ite it from yo ' . If yo ' 
wanta br ing ' em  tub yo ' , yo ' write it tub yo ' ,  an ' put nine no tches in dat piece 
of headbo ' d ,  j es '  lak a splintah [ l ike put t ing no tches in a splinter or stick] , 
but let dat headbo ' d  come from dere j es '  lak d is ,  an ' stick it in de front of 
dere yard , an ' bury dat , dat bo t tle in front o f  dey do ' .  Dey won ' t stay dere . 

Now, j es '  lak now, yo ' gonna MAKE YORE WISH, "Ah wish sech-an ' -sech-an ' -so 
would happen . "  Yo ' take da t piece of  dat where dat l ightnin ' strike an ' yo ' take 
dat an ' carry it in front of a per son ' s  house , an ' a piec e of dat headbo ' d  j es '  
lak ah tole yo ' ,  an ' dose nine notches in it . MAKE YORE WISH , if dey against yd . 
Or maybe if dey die , j es '  - j es '  it may take a month or it may take a week . [ Or 
maybe if dey ] take a bad fever . Wit dose two thin ' s  dere dey ain ' t  goin ' b e  dere 
too long - see , dem two thin ' s tuhgethah , dat piec e of wood from dat l ightnin ' an '  
dat headbo ' d ,  an ' dey name is on der e ,  dat ' ll g ive it tub ' em .  

[Despite a large collec t ion of  methods for preventing a hag o r  witch from rid
ing you (see marg in t itle PROTECTION AGAINST WITCH-RID ING ,  pp . l4 7-158 ) , the fol
lowing devic e  of  thorny switch is a new one : ] 

To keep de hags from ridin '  yuh , yuh take it an ' yo ' put it [ horseshoe]  � 
ovah yore do ' upside down , an ' den yo '  git chew a thorny switch . Now j es '  lak if 
it ' s  a hag is af tah yo ' ,  an ' yo ' cut it in de fo ' cornahs of yor e room .  Cut wit 
dat thorny switch in de fo ' cornahs of yore room . 

(How do you mean aut with them ? ) 
[ It was quite evident what informant meant , but I wanted an explanat ion . ]  
Jes ' lak yo ' go intuh de cornah an ' MAKE YORE WISH , j es '  cut it - yo ' know, 

cut intuh de cornahs [ demonstrates by cut t ing or beat ing the air ] . An ' MAKE YORE 
WISH if yo ' mean tub git rid of de hag . 

Well den , an ' j es '  lak - now yo ' do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' MAKE YORE WI SH 
an ' whatevah person worryin ' yo ' - an ' yo ' turn dat sho e bot tom upwards in de 
f ire an ' put de ole [ shoe ] , no t yore shoe - an ' put some table salt on it , an ' 
yo ' cut wit da t switch fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' - j es '  lak if dat hag worryin ' yo ' ,  
whoevah it is dat ' s  worryin ' yo ' might turn tub [ into a ]  hag , an ' dat person come 
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to yo '  maybe fo ' a favor [ usually to borrow something ] an ' yo ' - but be  sure tub 
lit up in de mawnin ' befo ' de sunrise , befo ' yo ' speak to anybody an ' put a ole 
Sboe in d e  f ire,  don ' t care what it  is - could be a chile ' s  or grown person 
aa' put table salt on it . Jes ' let dat shoe burn up an ' yo ' MAKE YORE WISH . 
IDv, dat [ is the ] p er son whut worryin ' yo ' .  Den sometime aftah dat hag will go , 
.. t person will come tub yo ' sometime fo ' a favor , but now dey a in ' t goin '  favor 
JD '  ' er nuthin - j es '  comin ' tub yo ' tub see whut dey kin do tub harm yo ' .  But 
cbev keep da t thorny switch, an ' when dat one wear out git chew anothah one . 

Jes ' lak now ,  yo ' burn d is sulphur an ' table salt tuhgethah . An ' git chew a 
pieee o f  new bo ' d  an ' a horseshoe an ' put it in der e .  Yo ' j es '  put it in any 
,.rt of yore house - put a new bo ' d  up dere an ' yo ' put a horseshoe up der e .  
Dat ' ll keep ' em  [ a  spir it ]  from worryin ' yo ' .  An ' burn dat sulphur an ' salt .  

Yo ' mean yo ' wanta give anybody trouble? [ Take] dat file an ' f ile de dust 
aff de f il e ,  an ' yo ' gi t  dat gPaveyaPd dus t an ' sulphur a ' gin - an ' da t dust off  
.e f il e .  An ' d en if anybody harmin ' yo ' - an '  table salt - yo ' could take a 
�h an ' throw dat in front of a per son ' s  do ' ,  if yo ' want ' em tub leave yo ' ,  
.r fo ' TUH MAKE YORE WI SH tub eithah hush dey mout ' .  

If yo ' wanta have a person have a wandel'in ' mind an ' make ' em  move, yo ' take 
.. � powdah an ' yo ' take it an ' put intuh a pint of sweet milk . An ' yo ' boil it  
... put a p inch of sulphur wit it , an ' boil it r ight good an ' let it go tub a 
..-Jah. Jes ' lak now, well , ah say ,  "Ah wanta l'un a person . "  Well say, yo ' 
�t run ' em  mad . Yo ' git ' em mean yo ' know in j es '  a quick passion , an ' git 
• .. in a passion an ' give dat tub dem see , an ' dat ' ll l'Un d em .  Da t will git ' em 
Ia a f iery condition . 

[The preceding unnamed powder caught me in a rare moment ' s  nap - the powder 
CDald have been the foot-track dirt or d irt dauber nest that follow . ] 

(Have you ever heard o f  them shooting a gun for anything? What do they do 
� tha t ? ) 

well , j es '  lak if yo '  wanta run a person away . Well , yo ' kin take de track 
ef a person - de left track, pullin ' dis way .  Jes ' lak a per son walkin ' from 
� yo ' kin take dat track an ' pull it  dis way - pull it tub yuh , j es '  de d irt 
-.£ of it . 

(Do you pull the heel to the toe or the toe to the heel? ) 
Prom d e  toe to de heel , den yo ' go tub de r ight one an ' pull it  from de heel 

aD de toe , an 1 yo ' take it up an ' put it in - put nine grains of red peppah [nine 
� from a red pepper ] . An ' yo ' take de shell out of a gun - a breech gun [ a  
�] - an ' yo ' empty de powdah in dat ' an mix it wit table salt an ' dis  dirt 
� nest - mix it all tuhgethah . Now yo ' take d is empty gun an ' dis emp ty 
� - yo ' empty de powdahs out of it  an ' yo ' put dis  [ foot-track mixture]  back 
Ia dere . Well , it ' s  gonna be a dead sho t ,  it a in ' t  gonna be no loud one . Yo ' 
� dat in an ' yo ' shoot it  tub de sunr ise sid e ,  an ' den dat ' ll make dat person 
�e . 

�ill it actually shoot?  It ' s  j ust the dead shell? )  
It ' s  j es '  d e  dead shell , it ' s  goin ' shoot de tracks away . 
(rhe tracks won ' t shoot out of the gun though? ) 
Yes sir , it ' ll shoot out . Yes sir , d e  gunpowdah ' s  still dere . 
(You only took the shot out of the shell but left the gunpowder in there? ) 
Yes, d e  sho t a in ' t  goin ' make no noise at all - j es '  be dead . Dat will run a 

JIB'80n away from yo ' - harm ' em . 
IDv, if somebody stol e anythin ' from yo ' an ' yo ' wanta know how tub git it 

..ct. Yo ' go tub de graveyard - dis again - an ' yo ' turn dis triok. Yo ' pay fo ' 
� dirt an ' yo ' bring it  back . Yo ' mix it wit red peppah,  sulphur an ' !!!!• if 
1£ DD more den a han ' ful , or maybe two han ' fuls - sulphur , salt an ' red groun ' 
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peppah . An ' yo ' take yo ' a p iece o f  corn bread an ' j es '  any kin ' a  bread , an ' any 
kin ' a  grease like lard or  but t er , or  j es '  any kin ' a  fryin ' grease . Yo ' split dis 
bread , an ' git  chew three pieces of  splintah , an ' yo ' put it cro ss in de f ire
place three t imes a day . Now , yo ' say , "Ah wanta know wher e sech-an 1 -sech a 
thin ' is , "An ' yo ' take an ' lay anothah splintah - lay it right ' cro s s  dere lak 
dat . Now , yo ' take do se three splintahs an ' lay ' em  in de f ire or mayb e in de 
heatah . Yo ' take dis bread an ' split it . Yo ' but ter dis bread wit lard or some 
kin ' a  grease an ' yo ' put raw table salt ovah it an ' MAKE YORE WISH - ah mean tuh 
make dis speech,  "Whatevah [ you] took away f rom heah , [ I  want you]  tuh bring back 
tuh me at once an ' tuh - ah mean tuh worry yo ' ,  confuse yo ' , an ' ah mean fo ' yo '  
tuh s t eal an ' s t eal unt il yo ' b e  caught by de polic e . " Dat whut yo ' say . 

Now yo '  take dis peppah an ' gPaveyard diPt an ' sulphur an ' salt ag ' in an ' 
spr inkle on dat bread an ' set dat br ead afire an ' let it b e  burn up tuh a coal , 
an ' yo ' do dat all through de day , in de day any t ime ,  unt il dey - somet ime some
body might come an ' say s ,  "Yo ' missed yo ' hat ? "  

Say , "Yes . "  Say , "Mah hat ' s  gone since d e  o t hah day . "  
"Ah saw a man wit yore hat on d e  o tbah day . What color i t ? "  
Yo ' might say gray , maybe black o r  brown . 
Well d ey commence tuh talkin ' ' bout dat hat an ' dey keep a-talkin ' ,  a-talkin ' 

an ' somet ime dey b e  d e  very one dat took dat hat an ' it won ' t  show up [ you will 
be unaware of this fac t ] .  But chew burn dat bread right on an ' yo ' sprinkle it 
wit dat salt an ' sulphur . First  put dat mixture wit dat gPaVeyaPd diPt an ' pep
pah an ' de sal t  an ' sulphur mixed . It ' s  go in ' git ' em on de haid [worry ' em] .  
Somet ime yo ' ll git yore s tuf f back whut wuz sto len from yo ' .  Yo ' under stan ' 
' bout dat bread . Dat bread i s  gonna b e  biscuit s ,  it kin be light bread or it 
kin b e  corn br ead , but any kin ' a  grease . An ' yo ' sal t dat thing see , an ' put 
chure [ informant is repeat ing , I turn o f f  machine ] .  

Now , yo ' take a new t in plate an ' yo ' take dat t in plate an ' yo ' bury it undah 
a person ' s front do ' step an ' yo ' MAKE ANOTHAH WISH , j es '  lak if yo ' want ' em  tuh 
go or - tuh go away . Fo ' ' bout nine nights ,  yo ' throw a pinch of  dat gPaveyaPd 
diPt undah dat step an ' MAKE A WISH whut fo ' - fo ' dem tuh move . An ' let dat 
plate - yo ' know bury it f lat an ' covah it ovah undah de steps . See , yo ' bury 
dat an ' den yo ' MAKE YORE WISH an ' throw a pinch of dat gPaVeyaPd diPt right at 
dat step where dat plate is . An ' if it stay dere six months , of cour se it will 
rust . Den d ey ' ll s tay der e .  [ If you want them t o  move , r emove t he t in plate 
before it rust s . ] 

Yo ' take dat dir t dauber nest an ' groun ' -up brimstone an ' a pinch of sulphur , 
j es '  a tablespoonful of sulphur , an ' boil it in yore ahambeP lye .  Jes ' lak if 
somebody come tuh yo ' [ here again informant accept s author a s  a hoodoo dbatoP ] , 
yo ' tell ' em  tuh bo il it in d ere ahambeP lye an ' po ' it intuh a two-quart j ar of 
dis runnin ' watah - spr ing watah . Yo ' see , dey is scattahed dere - dose eels 
[ =  ails = ailment s ,  the reason for using running water to r each all par t s  of the 
body ] . When dey git dat watah an ' bring it tuh yo ' ,  den dey put dis ahambeP lye 
wit dat bo iled sulphur an ' dat brimstone an ' dat dirt dauber nest tuhgethah an ' 
dey shake i t  up in dat two-quar t j ar .  D ey take a wineglassful three t imes a day , 
an ' dat will kill any pain anybody go t - lak rheumatism, any kin ' a  stiffness in 
de j oint s  or any kin ' a  sickness , it will move dem ,  wit dese othah thin ' s whut ah 
tellin ' ' bout , lak dat Pattlesnake dust . 

Yo ' j es '  go der e ,  yo ' know , while dey in dere stirrin ' , de red ant s ,  an ' git 
dem - j es '  git ' em  all up in dere . Jes ' git ' em all up wit d e  - yo ' know dey 
stir s  ' bout fast . Jes ' lak yo '  wanta runnin ' anybody , yo ' j es '  take ' em  up an ' 
put ' em intuh some runnin ' watah , j es '  lak yo ' wanta run ' em away - dat red ant s '  
�� dat dir t an ' all . 
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(What dir t ? ) 
Jes ' lak yo ' take up de dirt wit dem red ant s an ' yo ' take it an ' throw it in 

runnin ' watah - dat red ants ' nest ,  j es '  lak yo ' wanta Pun ' em . Yo ' know d em  red 
ant s runnin ' all de time . Dat ' ll make dem tub git up tub go . 

(You j ust take those red ants to running water and that will Pun a person 
avay? )  

Yes , it really will . 
(You don ' t do anything else with that? )  
Yo ' don ' t do nuthin else , not wit dat . [ Your intent ion is suf ficient . ]  
Jes ' lak if he ' d  have a �nderin ' mind. 
(Would want to go out all the time? ) 
Yes . Well , yo ' take dese red antses nest an ' MAKES YORE WISH, an ' mix it wit 

same table salt an ' dat red-ant s-nest dir t , an ' maybe one [ ant ] or two ' s  in der e ;  
an '  yo ' take i t  an ' covah i t  ovah in a bottle o r  a can,  an ' bury i t  i n  yore yard 
an '  MAKE YORE WISH, an ' dat ' ll keep ' im home . 

An '  yo ' kin scat tah ' em  lak ah tole yo ' 1 an ' dat ' ll run ' em  of f . 
Now, ah hear talk of ' em  takin ' a snail , yo ' know, j es '  lak undah de front 

do ' step to harm a per son . 
(How would they harm them? ) 
Dat will keep ' em sick . Dey take a snail an ' a piece of wasp nest an ' a piece 

of yore wearin ' garment [ 3  ingredient s] , an ' stop it up in a bottle , an ' dat ' ll 
keep ' em j es '  goin ' s Low in misePy - yo ' know, j es '  how dat snail go . 

Somebody might say , "Well ,  ah don ' t know whut ' s  wrong , be  painful all de time ." 
An '  somebody may say , "Well , go look undah yore front do ' step s . 11 
See , a piece of yore wearin ' garment an ' dat snail an ' dat wasp ' s  nest - dat 

keep yo ' in misery . Sometime yo ' be  sick yo ' think yo ' goin ' tub die . Well , dat 
.!aery will go slow. Dat ' s linqahin ' [ lingering ] . 

Dey take a bat an ' kill de bat an ' a lizard , an ' if anybody throw it on de top 
aide of yore house on de sunrise side , dey kin smash a aig up dere an ' MAKE DERE 
� .  it ' ll harm yo ' - keep yo ' in deb t ,  keep yo ' j es '  confused an ' keep yo ' up
set .  

----Jes ' lak if anybody want a j ob ,  yo ' kin take a straw out o f  a broom an ' a 
�e of Ped dog f ennel [see comment at end of r ite] , an ' yo ' kin take i t  an ' yo ' 
t1n take about three pieces of dat broomstraw wit a red top , an ' de dog fennel . 
Aa' yo ' sew about three pieces [ of red- top broomstraw] tuhgethah an ' two p ieces 
af dat dog fennel [ the magic five] . Sew it up in a piece of cloth an ' tell ' em  
Eah git ' em  a bottle of Hearts Co logne an ' MAKE DERE WISH - j es '  lak dey be  comin' 
c.h yo ' fo ' a j ob - an ' tote it in de left pocket . Rub it evah mawnin ' an ' MAKE 
..a£ WISH . Dat ' s  fo ' anyone tub have if dey want a j ob - woman or man. 

[Dog fennel I have known from childhood , but not Ped dog fennel . Unless Ped 
db9 like ye l low dog means worthless , or it means peristenae in growing (like Ped
dbg attaak in football ) ; if neither of these , ident if ication must come from a 
cazonomist or a collector of popular names for plant s . ] 

(rbat Hearts Co logne now. What do they do with that? ) 
[ROtice that informant ment ions Hearts Co logne but fails to offer a reason for 

:IU presence . I knew that he had made a j ob hand and that the per fume would feed 
� (see p . 578) , but I wanted a recorded statement of the fact . ]  

Dat Hearts Co logne . Yo ' take dat HeaPts Co logne an ' use dat wit dat - rub s it  
.. dere,  MAKIN'  A WISH , j es '  lak a per son out of a j ob .  Dat Ped dog fennel an ' 
a..a.straw will put ' em  on a j ob .  

Jes ' lak if a per son wanta give anybody trouble dat ' ll cause ' em , yo ' know, 
,_., tub git in a lawsuit . 

(Well , what will you do to get them into trouble? ) 
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Jes ' lak now, yo ' might take up a brick out of  dere [ f ireplace in int erviewing 
room ] an ' bury it - bury da t socks in dat f ir eplace underneat ' .  Da t g it ' em 
bury de sock or s tockin ' , dat ' ll git ' em intuh a lawsuit or git  ' em  intuh a cut
t in '  scrape or anythin ' .  Yo ' MAKE YORE WISH wit da t .  

[ The magic of  the preced ing r it e  is obvious . The buried piece o f  your clo th
ing in the f ir eplace puts you in a hot spot , and the wish makes it a lawsuit or 
autting saro.pe . ] 

Now, if yo ' want tuh make peace wit anybody ,  yo ' kin take anythin ' lak cow 
milk, an ' yo ' kin put f ive or thr e e  drop s of  milk into anybody ' s  dr inkin ' watah 
fo ' peace an ' MAKE YORE WI SH . Jes ' lak if anybody ag ' ins t yo ' in anythin 1, dat ' ll 
br ing about peace .  

(Do you do anything els e with i t  then? ) 
Now, yo ' kin take black cow ' s  milk ag ' in fo ' trouble or confus ion , an ' MAKE 

YORE WISH ag ' in,  an ' yo ' kin drop da t in dere wa ter where dey dr ink a t ,  an ' yo ' 
kin cause confus ion wit dat . 

[Milk from a cow can mean peace ,  unless i t  comes from a black cow, which means 
trouble . 1 

Now yo ' kin take lemons an ' yo ' kin - yo ' kin git  chew about a doz en lemons , 
an ' yo ' kin cut 1 em  an ' MAKE A WISH on ' em fo ' somebody dat ' s  harmin ' yo ' . Git 
chew a bran ' -new pocketknif e .  An ' yo ' take da t lemon - but now yo ' won ' t  b e  doin' 
it cause de lemons [ you are using mor e  than one lemon ] . Yo ' make yore wish an ' 
lak if somebody comin ' tuh yo ' tuh trouble yo ' - dey might harm yo ' - yo ' ll put 
about , maybe about twelve or twenty-four lemons . Git chew a bran ' -new pocket
knife dat nevah have been used . Yo ' take dos e  lemons an ' yo ' cut ' em - j e s '  
strip ' em an ' MAKE YORE WISHES , "Ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh git cut . "  Mind now , dat ' s  
in d e  mawnin ' befo ' s ix a '  clock, ' fore sunr ise j es '  about s ix a '  clock , "Ah mean 
fo ' yo ' tuh git cut , car wr ecks , git s ick , painful . "  An ' j es '  turn d e  lemon 
roun ' an ' j es '  strip it up in split s .  D en yo ' takes an ' yo '  bo ' s  a hole through 
dat lemon , an ' bo ' roun ' an ' bo ' roun ' an ' squeeze  it  up . Squeez e every b it of  
de j uice out o f  it . Somet ime yo ' may have a j arful o f  da t j uic e .  Evah mawnin ' 
when yo ' go t uh de sunr ise s id e  of yor e  hous e , s t ick d a t  knif e  wit da t lemon o n  
i t  - b e careful don ' l e t  yor e  han ' g i t  cut . Yo ' put da t blade r ight in dat cor
nab - j es '  l ike it  behin ' somp in l ike dis chair heah wher e anybody can ' t see it , 
an ' don ' t let anybody pu t dere han ' s  on it  an ' not let ' em  run yo ' off . MAKE 
YORE WISHES fo ' d is p erson . Well , in about nine days t ime yo ' gain ' hear talk of  
da t p erson git t in ' shot , mayb e he git s  cut - h e  may no t die  - d e  same per son da t 
wuz harmin ' yo ' dat way . An ' dos e  lemons , yo ' use dem nine mawnin ' s  an ' nine 
nights unt il yo ' use dem all . When yo ' git all done yo ' use ' em a ' gin .  Somet ime 
when yo ' have dat j uice , yo ' take it  an ' throw it out , "Ah mean fo ' yore min ' tuh 
stay wander in ' ,  stay angry an ' pine den away . "  Well , dat person might g it wor
r ied . Well , maybe in about a week ' s  time somebody might come tuh yo ' an ' say , 
"Sech-an ' -s ech-a-one go t sho t ,  S ech-an ' -s ech-a-one go t cut . "  Yo ' won ' t  say 
nuthin . JES ' WHUT YO ' WISH FO ' ,  DAT ' LL HAPPEN . 

[ Whil e my machine was s topped for a brief r es t  from the concentrat ion hoodoo 
r ecord ing demanded , informant began to discuss hoodoo theory . Af ter an opening 
s entence or two , and asking him to repea t  wha t he had sa id , I restar t ed my ma
chine . ] 

Ah sa id when yo '  do in ' dese things yo ' do it  In de Name of de Lord when yo ' 
do in ' nuthin tuh harm nobody .  Sometime d em  things , d e  works of a man han ' , is 
powah . See , j es '  lak somebody harmin ' yo ' ,  well YO ' AIN ' T  MAKIN ' NO BAD WISHES 
ATALL . D e  thin ' dat yo ' do - but In de Name of de Lord yo ' got de powah tuh ova� 
come dis thin ' . An ' dese  things will work , yo ' see , in order . Yo ' havin 1 yor1 
Bibl e ,  DE  LORD SAY , "IF YO ' HE ' P  YO ' SELF , HE ' LL HE ' P  YO ' ! " See , HE ' LL HE ' P  YO 
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THROUGH EVIL WHEN YO ' DO GOOD . 
Ah ' ve heard talk dat DEY BURY DEM [ f ingernail s ] , yo ' know, FO ' PAINS . 
(How would they do it? ) 

2 003 

Well , j es '  lak if yo ' got pains in de f ingahs , maybe rheuma tism, yo ' may clip 
' ea  wit any kin ' of a scissor s .  Yo ' may clip yore f ingahna ils an ' put ' em  in a 
piece of new homespun or j es '  any p iece of white c lo th .  Or yore to enail - yo ' 
.ay have a pain in yore foot . An ' MAKE YORE WISH . Den yo ' take it  an ' go tub a 
graveyard an ' yo ' bury do se f ingahnails an ' toenails , if yo ' have pains in de 
foot an ' han ' s both . MAKE YORE WISH fo ' wha tevah yo ' want . Yo ' bury dem an ' 
carry away all de misery o f  do se toenails an ' f ingahnails . Dat ' s  fo ' pains . 

Now dose buttons - yo ' poun ' dem but tons up lak a powdah . 
(These rattlesnake but tons ? )  
Yes . An ' dey kin put ' em  intuh yore foo t or dey kin put 

aay [anywhere ]  in [on] yore ha id , an ' it will cause yo ' tub 
yo '  kin b e  confus ed , j es '  lak some kin ' of a br eakin ' out . 
yore clothes . 

it  in a powdah any 
have a - yo ' know, 
Or yo ' kin put it in 

(D id you ever hear of them do ina anything to blind you - to make you go bl indn 
Yes sir ,  dat same thing , but yo ' go tta be [able]  tub git it befo ' , yo ' know , 

befo ' he bit his self , yo ' see . 
(When you get this dust from his rattles ? )  
Yes . 
Yo ' kin take dis gPaveyaPd diPt an ' dis sulphur an ' red peppah an ' pu t  it  tuh

aetbah, an ' sew it in a pad an ' let ' im  wear it in h is shoe,  an ' wet it wit 
!firit s  o f  turpent ine , an ' yo ' see ,  when dey git on his trail , yo ' see, dey 
cain ' t - no sir ,  dey cain ' t ketch ' em .  

[ INFORMANT TALKS ABOUT A JOHN THE BAPTIST PENNY . ]  
Now yo ' kin take a eelskin an ' a piece of br ims tone an ' ,  j es '  lak if yo ' want 

luck, an ' dis bran ' -new one c ent wit John de Baptist on de haid o f  it . An ' yo ' 
take an ' sew it up in a piece of velvet . Co ' se eelskin is j es '  a thin as da t . 
It ' s  good tub pro tec t yo ' ,  too . Yo ' see , ah know - AH KNOW ALL SECH AS DAT . 

(How wo uld you use it to pro tect yourself ? )  
I t  would pro tec t  yo ' from pain , from harm . An ' da t one cent , an ' put dat 

hriastone tuhgethah, an ' sew it up an ' a bran ' -new dime . Sew it up an ' yo ' wear 
it aroun ' yor e  wa ist an ' put  it - yo ' see , if  anybody wuz tub poison yo ' ,  dey 
cain ' t  harm yo ' .  

(What do you mean, a penny wi th John the Baptist on it? ) 
Yo ' see dat haid is dere . Yo ' know yo ' be sur e an ' have j es '  a bran ' -new 

peao:y .  
(What kind o f  a p enny is tha t? ) 
One cent . 
(With John the Baptist on it?  Where do you get those p ennies ? )  
Well , now ah tell yo ' - on any one cent , any one . 
(A John the Baptist head . What does it look like , John the Baptist? ) 
Yes sir , � a , yo ' know , de f eathahs - j es '  a Indian head . 
(Oh, an Indian head ! You say it ' s  John the Baptist ? )  
Yes sir ,  da t ' s  whut de ' calls it . 
(Who calls it John the Baptist? ) 
Dat ' s whut dey always called it - mah mo thah always called it dat . 
Dere somp in else about dis Devil Lye . Yo ' take dis Red Devil Lye, a bran ' -new 

boz1 an ' yo ' git some bluestone . r ed peppah an ' dis ashes out 1 a  de fireplace ,  if 
70 ' want a guard aroun ' yor e  home o r  anybody els e ' s .  [GuaPd is another name for 
�. ] Yo ' mix dat tuhgethah in ahambeP lye an ' yo ' mix it  roun ' - yo ' save de 
can ,  yo ' may have de can . An ' evahthin 1 yo ' pick up , yo ' save it . Yo ' git dat 
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can full an ' den evah night , don ' t  car e how many nights , yo ' mix it  up an ' about 
sundown yo ' spr inkle it all roun ' yore house . Spr inkle it tub de front out 1 
[ saying ] ; yo ' mean tub have peace in yore home , mean tub keep out all evil , keep 
anythin ' from harmin ' yo ' , keep out all evil spirits . An ' yo ' will bring luck 
tub yo ' wit da t ashes , Red Devil Lye ,  blues tone an ' chamber lye all mixed tuh
gethah . Yo ' know da t ' s  a ho t devil , an ' whenevah de police go out de do ' [ say ] . 
"Jes ' go back tub devil where [ you]  come from . " 

ANY METHOD 1 ANY TIME 

YUH KIN KILL 'EM ANY WHICH WAY YUH WANTA • • •  
IF YUH DON 'T GIT 'EM IN DE SUMMAH, DEY SHO ' GOES IN DE WINTAH 

IF DERE 'S A PERSON DAT CHEW WANT AN ' 
DEY DON 'T SEEM TUH PAY YUH NO MIND • • •  

IF YUH SERVIN ' 'EM A LUNCH OR COFFEE OR WATAH • • •  
YUH KIN SPIT IN IT AN ' DAT 'LL TAME 'EM DOWN 

"GOOD LUCK TEASIN '-BROWN POWDAH" 

TAKE A FELLAH 'S TRACK OR 'IS URINATE • • •  TUH SOME WATAH • • •  
MAKE • • •  THREE CROSSES OVAH YORE SHOULDAH • • •  THROW IT OVAH 

(HOW DO YOU MEAN, MAKE CROSSES OVER YOUR SHOULDER?) 
LAK DIS [PRETEND TO THROW] OVAH EACH ONE OF YORE SHOULDAHS • • •  
AN ' AT DE LAS ' [THIRD TIME] • • •  THROW IT OVAH YORE LEF '  SHOULDAH 

IF IT 'S DERE URINATE • • •  DEY ' LL JES ' SWELL UP AN ' DIE 

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[Any method, any time - the subs tance of  t itle-quo ta tion one - reveals the 
theory and prac tice of  a firs t-class hoodoo doc tor ; a person free from routine 
and sensitive to changing so cial condit ions . This woman, informant 154 5 1  was 
among those pro fessional worker s who greeted my RETURN TO MEMPHI S (see v . l 1  
INTR0 . 1  p . XXXVIII) . In title-quo ta tion two she gives an excellent exampl e  o f  the 
numerous r ites of  sp it t ing ; ther e alone being about 98 of them in the f ir s t  edi
t ion of my FACI . Tha t third t itle-quo ta t ion bears the longes t  name o f  many pow
der s  in HOODOO . Teasin '-brown . o f  course,  r ef er s  to the complexio n  o f  cer tain 
brown- skin Negro women - to say black women here would be a contradic t ion in 
terms . As for terms , our informant has a f ew new ones ; inside luck and outside 
luck amo ng o thers . There are also some unusual r ites : the powder box ; an elabo
ra te quincunx , and a simpl e quincunx with a bed ;  and one of those scar ce keyhole 
r it es . Despite frequent over-the-shoulder rites , title-quo tat ion four is rar e .  
Any over-the-shoulder rite fool s  the stupid spirit  residing within the obj ec t 
about to be cas t away forever , but the present rite triply deceives the spirit . 
Clever decep t ion against a person or person ' s  spirit in hoodoo is called a trick 
(see pp . 260-269 ) . Ma t erial was on cyl inder s Dll3-Dl20 = 2 7 9 6-28 03 . ]  

If yo ' in dis house an ' someone wanted yo ' tub move , ye-as . Ah could git -
yo ' know, f in'' a lat e  person died 1 yo ' thought wuzn 1 t saved ; yo ' know , a wicked 
per son, an 1 go tub dere grave an ' dig yor e  right arm down in dere clean up tub 
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heah [ demonstrates ] .  
(Up to the shoulder . )  
Up to de shouldah heah. an ' git chew a handful of dat sand an ' bring it [ back 

home] , an ' mix it up wit nine pods of red peppah, an ' take de powdah outa f ive 
gunshells - yo ' know dat black gunpowdah - an ' mix it tuhgethah an ' sprinkle it 
aroun ' dis place befo ' sunup fo ' ' bout three times . Yo ' could do dat fo ' three 
.awnin ' s  bef o ' sunup an ' in nine mawnin ' s yo ' supposed tuh be movin ' . 

Could run ' em  out by git t in '  dere tracks . Yo ' know, out chure r ight foot 
track ,  a h  could g i t  three pinches of dirt d isaway out chure right - outa three 
tracks . Jes ' take a p inch j es '  lak dat outa three tracks , an ' den ah could take 
.e some lye , yo ' know, an ' mix wit it , an ' some of dis cayenne peppah whut ' s  
ready ground , an ' put it all tuhgethah an ' put it a t  de do ' where yo '  stay at , 
chew know, put it undah yore do ' step,  or undah a brick undah yore sidewalk or 
somp in lak dat . Well , yo ' would go wit dat .  

( If you were running me away, you would put that under my doorstep?  Some 
place where I could walk over it? That would send me out of town? ) 

Yessuh, yo ' d  go wit dat . 
Well , if someone wuz goin ' away an ' yo ' wanted ' em  tuh come back, yo ' could 

vork from de day yo ' know dat chew wanted ' em  tuh come back. If someone wuz gone 
a�y dat ah wanted tuh come back, ah would take me a quar t of watah, if ah wanted 
tuh work ' em  in nine days or f ive days . Ah kin use dose length [ amount ] of pen
nies , f ive pennies [ for 5 days , 9 pennies for 9 days ] , but it b eg ins tuh work wit 
dem nine pennies . 

Ah git me a quart of watah, good clear watah, an ' ah put dose nine pennies in 
it . An ' ah would wr ite dey name on a papah, yo ' know in a pichure-lak, an ' turn 
it bo ttom upwards . Yo ' know, turn de ha id down in dat j ar [ quart of water ] . 
Bury it anywhere ,  yo ' know, aroun ' ma h  house , an ' dey would come back,  i f  ah 
�nted ' em , tuh mah house .  Or if yo ' j es '  wanted ' em  in de town, yo ' bury it 
anywhere an ' dey would come back tuh de town . 

(Now, on this piece of paper , you said you would draw their picture? ) 
Yes . 
(And then you put the name on that picture? ) 
Draw it lak dey wuz de las ' [ time ] dat yo ' seen ' em . 
Burn Japanese sticks [ incense]  fo ' dat .  Yo ' know, start tuh burn ' em  at  six 

a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' burn ' em  unt il nine , an ' quit off at  nine an ' burn ' em  
as ' in about t en-thirty tuh twelve , an ' don ' t burn no mo ' t ill six dat night . Don' 
start tuh burn ' em  unt il six dat night . In about f ive days yo ' supposed tuh heah 
from ' em , if dey not where yo ' is . If dey a in ' t so fur ,  dey supposed tuh be 
where yo ' is . 

(You don ' t do anything but j ust  burn those Japanese sticks? ) 
Burn dose Japanese s t icks , burn ' em  right back heah [where you are] . 
Yo ' kin go tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' yo ' kin take a fellah ' s hair , if yo ' 

�nt ' im  run crazy or somp in o thah . Yo ' could take a f ellah ' s hair an ' go tuh de 
fo ' ks of de road befo ' sunup an ' bury it der e .  Yo ' know, j es '  run yore min ' �l ' 
[•ind wild ] , run ' em  away or crazy or somp in . If dey s tay dey go crazy - yo ' 
know, if dey d idn ' t go . But dey mos ' ly go es when yo ' do dat . 

(Why d id you say you buried that at the forks of the road? ) 
Yo ' know where de roads cross a t , j es '  dig yo ' a place an ' bury it right der e .  

See , dat j es '  messes up dey mind . If dey s tay der e ,  dey 1 11 be crazy ; an ' yo ' 
know dey ' ll have tuh go . If dey try tuh stay anyhow, dey ' ll j es '  be crazy, but 
dey mo s ' ly go es . Somet imes dey go crazy befo ' dey goes . 

Well , whut chew could do fo ' tuh pro tec ' yuhself fo ' dat ,  yo ' could git chew 
some sulphur an ' saltp etah an ' bluestone [ 3  ingredient s ] , an ' mix dat tuhgethah 
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an ' spr inkle it all roun ' yore house ,  an ' nuthin in dis world a f ellah could put 
doum would do yo ' no harm . 

Yo ' kin take a f ellah ' s  track or ' is urinate or somp in lak dat an ' take it tuh 
some watah, an ' yo ' may make two or three crosses ovah yore shouldah [ see later ] , 
an ' step back an ' throw it ovah [ into the water ]  an ' walk away, an ' da t will run 
dem away . 

(How do you mean , make crosses over your shoulder ? 
Yo ' know, j es ' do it j es '  lak dis ovah each one of 

la s t  yo ' know, throw it ovah yor e lef t shouldah . An ' 
nevah urinate no mo ' - dey 1 11 j es '  swell up an ' die . 

How do you mean that ? )  
yore shouldahs , an ' at de 
if it ' s  dere urinate dey ' ll 

(First you [ pretend to ] throw it over your lef t shoulder , then your r ight 
shoulder , then [ throw it over ] your lef t shoulder . )  

Jes ' mo tion ovah ' em  bo th;  but f o ' yore [ third or ] la st , throw it ovah yore 
lef t shouldah . 

Yo ' kin take da t bow out de back of  a man ' s  ha t an ' dPess it in Heart 's PeP
fume an ' a lit tle of yore urinate an ' wear it , an ' yo ' ll also keep de man as long 
as yo ' want ' im . 

If yo ' kin git some of d e  sole out of it , de inside sole out of  a man ' s  sho e ,  
an ' sew it up in a lit tle clo th ,  an ' yo ' could wear hit or yo ' could bury it at 
some place in yore house , an ' yo ' could keep ' im  wit da t .  

Well , lak if yo ' want luck wit ' er ,  or a woman wants luck wit a man , she sup
posed tuh burn a man ' s  r ight foot shoe fo ' three mawnin ' s  in evah week - yo ' know, 
burn de r ight-foot shoe . She go somewhere an ' pick ' em  up fo ' three mawnin ' s  fo ' 
luck in ' er home or anywhere she work - roun ' dere .  Den she ' ll have it . 

Yes suh, yo ' kin take a man ' s  dirty sock an ' cut chew a piece out of it de 
shape of a d i ' mond-like . Den yo ' kin take a p iec e of writin '  papah an ' draw d is 
piec e of de sock in dis writin '  papah . Git some glue an ' glue it up - yo ' know, 
glue da t piece of  sock on da t wr i t in '  papah an ' wear da t or bury it , an ' yo ' ll 
also have da t man long as yo ' wan ' ' im . Cuz ah done da t mahself . 

(You bury [ or wear ] this D IAMOND-SHAPED PIECE of that sock after you glue it 
on the paper . )  

Yes . 
Yo ' kin take a f ellah ' s  pichure an ' yo ' kin kill ' em  any which way yuh wan ' a ,  

but one way da t ah know o f  da t yo ' kin take it an ' kill ' em  wit it . Yo ' kin take 
da t pichure an ' bo ' a hole in a tree . Take yo ' a augah or anythin ' an ' bo ' yo ' 
a hole wit it , an ' bo ' a hole in d e  tree an ' pac k dis pichure in der e ,  an ' pack 
it back wi t de dust dat chew bo ' d  outa d ere , or take a s toppah an ' put it in da t 
tree . Well , yo ' kin kill ' em  lak dat . IF YO ' DON ' T  GIT ' EM  IN DE SUMMAH ,  DEY 
SHO ' GOES IN DE WINTAH . 

Yo ' kin take a reed [ cane ] pole or somp in lak dat , but leave da t knot [ j o int ] 
par t on it , chew know , an ' den git chew a stoppah . Git some [ BOWELS ] an ' push it 
in da t ,  chew know . 

(Some of his bowels? ) 
Yes suh . Yo ' sho ' tuh use da t reed fo ' dat . Git chew a stoppah an ' puts on 

da t an ' take it tuh some watah . Or yo ' kin put it in a tree or take it tuh some 
watah,  an ' da t ' ll kill ' em . 

Yo ' kin put it in a tree though an ' dey bowels will nevah move , cuz it kin be 
stopped somewhere on wa tah , yo ' see , an ' [ or ]  dat might ro t .  But i t  be a long 
time ' fore dey git ovah it . 

[ My informant is quite r ight , the preced ing f loat ing reed could be stopped by 
a f irst-class doatoP. For two brilliant examples of this type of hoodoo work, 
see pp . 338-33 9 ,  No s . 9 20,  921 . ]  

While he sleep while she go out at night . Well , ah ' ll take de r ight-foo t 
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track an ' [ or ]  de right-foot  sho e ,  if ah got de track aroun ' , but anybav yo ' kin 
p.t dey shoe quickah cuz it ' s  in yore house . Yo ' kin take it an' take [ pass]  .!!. 
•eross de bed three t imes [ a  rare rite] , an ' den put it  undah de middle of de bed 
an' - lay it bottom upwards undah d e  middle of  de b ed [ ano ther rare rite] an' 
dey ' ll sleep dere unt il yo ' return . 

[ The preceding shoe undah de middle of de bed is at the plac e where the diag
aaal s  of the four corner s of the bed cro s s ;  these forming the f ive points of a 
�iDcunx - see p . 710 . ] 

Ah kin take dat sweatban ' [ o f  the hat ] , ' card in '  tuh whut chew wanta do vit 
� .  If ah wanted ' em  tuh go crazy,  or take dey eyesight , say anythin ' lak dat . 
Ab could take da t sweatban ' an ' some dus t off a rattlesnake ' s  rattler an ' take 
dat sweatban ' an ' turn de wrongside , yo ' know in [ inside out ] , an ' put some of  
da t  dus t  in der e ,  somebody ' s  ha t ,  chew know dat  dey are wear in ' an ' let  d em  st ill 
.ear it , an ' da t ' ll run ' em  b lind as a bat - give ' em  crazy haidaches an ' evah
� ·  el se . 

(How will tha t  happen to run them blind ? ) 
Yo ' see , yo ' know yo ' swea t from heah , yore haid , yo ' know dat gits  in dat 

ban' der e ,  an ' it j es '  settle in yore eyes an ' j es '  run yo ' blind . 
(What else can you do with that hat then? ) 

Ah kin take da t hatban ' an ' wear it an ' keep a per son . Ah take it  an ' wear it  
aroun ' mah wa ist , � any which way - aroun ' mah laigs . But ah mo stly - yo ' know, 
�t bes t tuh wear it roun ' mah waist , where nobody couldn ' t  see it . Dat also keep 
a person . 

Well , ah kin take a snail , yo ' know whut a snail is . Ah kin take a snail an ' 
aaae fresh hog lard da t ah do know it is fresh . Git me some pork an ' stew it  up , 
yo ' know, an ' make me some lard dat ah know it is hog lard . Den take da t snail ,  
yo ' know, an ' stew him up in dat . Put him in dere alive in dat grease an ' let 
• ia  d ie in dere . An ' take some of dat grease an 1 ah could gr ease , yo ' know, de 
aeat of ' is drawahs , or j es '  grease ' im up or grease mahself an ' have interco ' se 
wit ' im, an ' he couldn ' t  have nuthin tuh do wit nobody but me . 

If dey gits tied up lak dat , dey could put some bluestone in olive o il an ' 
arease fo ' a f ew times wit dat . Dat ' s  suppo sed to loo se dat . 

If dere ' s  a per son da t chew want an ' dey don ' seem tuh pay yo ' no mind , nuthin 
lak dat . Lak if yo ' servin '  ' em  a lunch or coffee or watah or sompin o thah ,  yo ' 
kin git a chanc e ,  yo ' kin sp it in it , an ' dat ' ll take ' em  down . 

Yo ' kin take a f ellah ' s  ha ir or somp in lak da t ,  or  where he tr im his na ils a t , 
yo ' see , an ' take hit , an ' yo ' know where it  crack in de keyhole-lak , an ' push it 
down in dere - j es '  as much as yo ' kin git , j es '  a s  much of it a s  yo ' kin g it it 
in - so he ' ll be j es '  in an ' out dere [ your door ] reg ' lah [regular ] ,  t ill yo ' 
1mn' wan ' a see ' im .  

(You j us t  put it down in that hole? ) 
Yessuh, right down in da t hole where it slack yo ' know, where de key is . 
[Keyhole rites are rar e ,  there being none in the Index o f  Popular Beliefs and 

Superstit ions from Nor th Carolina , NORTH CAROLINA FOLKLORE , vols . 6 and 7 ,  Duke 
Uaiversity Press , 1961 , 1964 ;  though examples may appear in the folktale , etc . 
wolumes . Two examples appear in FAC I ,  1st ed . p . 4 7 6 ,  No . 9 249 and p . 5 27 , No . 9573 ; 
and in addit ion to the present example , there is at last ano ther one in HOODOO , 
p . l3 9 ,  No . 445 . ]  

Well ,  if somebody ' s  livin ' da t chew want daid , an ' yo ' go tuh a f ellah ' s  grave 
is daid , fit dat headbo ' d  an ' DRAW A COFFIN ON DAT HEADBO ' D ,  an' write his name 
on dat an turn dat headbo ' d  down . See , take it from s t ickin 1 up an ' turn it  
down . Well , yo 1 d g i t  ' em  lak da t . 

(Wha t would happen? ) 
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Dey j es '  start tuh gittin '  sick an ' swellin '  away until dey d ie .  
If yo '  want good of de world , yo ' know, yo ' kin mix some sugah an ' table salt 

tuhgethah, an ' saltpetah, an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s befor-de sunrise , j es '  git chew 
a p inch o f  dat an ' go tuh yore do ' an ' cast it , yo1  know, backwards tuh de do ' ,  
an ' throw it ovah dataway fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  if yo ' want good tuh git ' long of de 
world . An ' den yo ' git along good wit evahbody . 

(Do you turn your back to the house? ) 
Yessuh, j es '  lak yo ' go tuh de do ' ,  turn yore back an ' throw it ovah yore 

shouldah ,  yore left shouldah [ demonstrates] .  
(Just the way you are throwing it now . ) 
Yessuh, in de east , fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' dat will make yo ' git along wit 

evahbody,  yo ' see . Lak evah which one is yor e  friend . 
Well , ah ' ve heard about d e  let tah . Yo ' know, where a fellah wr ites yo ' an ' 

yo ' dislike ' fm  or anythin ' o f  de kind . Yo ' take a lettah an ' j es '  burn it some 
place by itself an ' git de ashes o f  dat lettah an ' git a - yo ' know d is spidah 
whut called de black widah spidah . Git d e  ashes o f  dat lettah . Burn it in some 
clear place an ' git nuthin but de ashes from dat lettah, an ' yo ' git dat spidah . 
Co ' se folkses when dey see [ ' em] , dey mostly kill ' em , cuz dey made af tah [ cause]  
evil . Yo ' g it dat spidah an ' burn ' fm  up wit dat ashes o f  dat lettah, aftah he 
wus kilt , yo ' see . An ' yo ' take dat spidah an ' dat lettah an ' put it in a j ar or 
bottle or sompin othah, an ' take some red peppah an ' put it in some . Hide it in 
some dark cornah of yore house ,  an ' d e  peoples dat wri tin '  dat lettah, dey han ' s 
will come to draw up an ' evahthin ' ,  an ' dey come tuh have a stroke or evahthin ' -
yo ' know, sompin lak dat . Why dey cain ' t do no good or cain ' t wr ite nuthin . Dey 
cain ' t hold a pencil or anythin ' any mo ' .  

Ah heard of d is Heart PePfume . Well , de way tuh do wit dis  Heart PeP[ume , yo ' 
kin take hit an ' some o f  yor e  UPinate tuhgethah, an ' put it in a man ' s  pocket or 
in ' is glove , anywhere he has ' is money, or anythin ' lak dat , an ' whatsomevah yo ' 
asked fo ' ,  he gives it tuh yo ' .  

(How do you put it in his pocket or glove , j ust pour it in? ) 
Yes , j es '  yo ' know, by de drops or sompin ,  if yo ' want two or three drops in 

der e .  Yo ' supposed tuh put three drops . Jes ' lak if yo ' cain ' t git tuh his 
pockets an ' he rest ' is glove , put it in ' is glove , ' is right glove - j es '  drop 
it in ' is glove . 

About de willah tree . Well , ah heard dat yo ' could take a fellah ' s  hat at 
nine a ' clock at night tuh a willah tree an ' yo ' put it on yore haid fo ' about 
fifteen minutes , an ' yo ' urinate in it . An ' yo ' take it tuh de tree an ' urinate 
in it an ' leave it dere until de mawnin ' . Yo ' know it be  about nine a ' clock in 
de night or sompin .  An '  leave it dere ovahnight until de mawnin ' an ' let de dew 
git in it where yo '  urinate , an ' br ing it back an ' lay it anywhere he kin git a
holt of it , where he goin ' wear it ag ' in - yo ' know, git one he goin ' wear . An ' 
dat ' s  a man yo '  kin have as  long as yo '  live an ' want ' fm . 

Well , yo ' kin take a man ' s  undahweah ,  his d ir ty undahweah, an ' yo ' know, if he 
ain ' t treatin ' yo ' good , j es '  lak yo ' desires tuh be ,  j es '  somebody yo ' want , yo ' 
see . Yo ' want kinda run off wit ' fm  or sompin, yo ' kin take his dir ty undahweah 
tuh a dogwood tree , an ' cut down pur tty good in d e  tree an ' take j es '  de t ip-end 
outa de d irty undahweah ,  yo ' know, an ' put it in dat dogwood tree an ' stop it 
back up . First , pack sugah tuh it - yo '  know, yo ' want . ' fm  sweet-tooth . Yo ' 
pack sugah tuh dat undahweah an ' den yo 1 put sompin else dere,  j es '  tuh hold dat 
in der e ,  an ' yo ' kin do ' fm  lak a dog an ' he ' ll take it . 

(What do you mean by the t ip-end o f  his underwear? )  
Yo ' know, j es '  de real feet o f  it , o f  ' is drawahs [ underwear ] - d e  real feet 

out ' is drawahs . 
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De elderwood switch . 
(The elderberry . That is these little berr ies they make wine from? ) 
Yessuh . Well , yo ' kin take an ' git chew a switch o f fa dat an ' de badest per

aon, [who ] kin do evahthin ' in de world , supposed tuh be - yo '  kin j es '  have a 
wwl ki n ' s t ick or j es '  any little stick [ o f  elderberry]  yo ' know, an ' if yo ' kin 
sit a chanc e tuh punch 1 im  two or three licks wit it , yo ' kin punch him off dere 
[off his power ] wit it . Anythin ' dey kin do , dey won ' t  do it  no mo ' ,  ' long as 
zo '  keep dat s t ick.  If  it ' s  no  longah den a penc il , yo '  kin punch ' em  three 
paaches wit it an ' take whatsomevah dey kin do away from ' em . 

[ By hit t ing a witch or hoodoo with an elderberry stick you depr ive him or her 
of power . ]  

CWh&t do you mean, what somever t hey can do ? )  
well , any kinda work lak dey kin do , lak he ' p  anybody [ do healing work or ] yo ' 

kaae, hurt [ put sp ells on] anybody, or anythin ' lak dat , [ even] if dey de bes t 
[1D the bus iness ] ,  yo ' know . Jes ' lak we come in heah an ' yo ' - an '  somebody ' s  
fD '  somp in an ' yo ' s  fo ' somp in othah . Well , if yo ' die an ' dose think dey may 
� bettah dan yo ' ,  den yo ' kin j es '  punch two or three t imes - three t imes sup 
posed tuh b e  b est . If it [ the stick] tain ' t no mo ' longah den a pencil , den yo ' 
� ' em .  

(That elderberry stick . Is THAT THAT stick THAT has THAT hollow [ s tem] - it 
... the berries in a b ig bunch on it ? They are reddish purple berries? ) [ WHAT 
.A COLLECTION OF THATS ! ] 

Yes , dat ' s  whut dey call it , eldahberry . 
Dey use de grapevine tuh tangle up a f ellah ' s  mind . 
Yell , yo ' gits de grapevine yo ' know at de t ime de season is gone fo ' dat -

�e ain ' t  no grapes or anythin ' on it . An ' yo ' bo il dis an ' yo ' put it up in 
,are house, j es '  lak a tea-lak . An ' if anybody hurt or anythin ' of de kin ' , dat 
� kin take a s ilvah dime ,  f ile a s ilvah dime ,  de s ilvah o f f  a s ilvah dime in
t.b dat , an ' g ive it tuh ' em  tuh dr ink , an ' about two teaspoonsful of  salt s .  An ' 
� supposed tuh kill it in ' em ,  if dey hurt or anythin ' of de kind lak dat - dat 
papevine . 

(Yell now, you get this grap evine at this t ime of the year ? That is , after 
� grapes are taken off ? )  

Yessuh . 
(Do you get any spec ial par t o f  the grap ev ine? )  
�es ' any o f  it , ' cept j es '  don ' t git de roo t s  - j es '  git 

imZZa up evahthin ' in a f ellah an ' he ' ll j es '  pass ' em  out . 
.alta in dat medic ine , an ' dey ' ll j es '  pass r ight on out of 

(You mean physic salt s? ) 
Yessuh . 
(rbat tangles up the things and kills them? ) 

de vine . An ' dat 
Well ,  dey will have 

' im  • 

An' gits it out of  ' em  an ' dat sal ts works it on out of ' em .  
[The following r it e  descr ibes an elaborate quincunx : ]  
Ah heard about takin ' a fo ' k  [ forked ] stick an ' measur in ' yore rooms lak dat , 

to• tuh put dawn fellahs . Take a fo ' ked stick . Yo 1 know, if yo ' want ed  it fo ' 
� foo t or a foo t, yo ' cut dat an ' git  dat an ' measur e yore rooms , an ' git 
ctar j es '  a s  many na ils as yo ' kin measure acro s s . Yo ' know yo '  measure fo ' 
�hs , j es '  lak fo ' aozonahs of de wozoZ.d, an ' dr ive a nail in each cornah an ' 
.. fo 1 centahs . An ' one in each cornah an ' where yo ' put d em fo ' centahs at , put 
ct.w a silvah dollah - or somepin dat don ' wear out - j es '  lak [ so  that]  it ' s  

'•b yore room [ carpet ] ,  an ' dey say dat chew kin do any kinda thin ' dat chew 
..-£& do in de world , an ' nobody will nevah bothah yo ' .  

�t kind o f  a forked s t ick do you get?  From any kind of a tree? ) 
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No , not from no pahtic ' lah tree , but chew kin git a inch or halfa inch, any-
thin ' lak dat . 

(Wel l ,  now how do you measure that room? Show me . )  
Yo ' measure dis room j es ' lak, yo ' know, catahcornah · [ demons trates ] . 
(Catercorner , from one corner to the other , and then you begin at the other 

corner and go across . D iagonal . You mea sure it . Where do you put those na ils ? )  
Yo ' puts de nails right dere [ d emonstrates ] .  
(You put a nail in each corner . )  
Put a nail right dere , see , an ' one right heah, when yo ' git tuh heah , an ' den 

one ovah dere . An ' yo ' start from de nex ' cornah an ' put one dere . When yo ' git 
heah , yo ' put one heah . See , when yo ' git der e ,  yo ' put one dere . Dat gives yo ' 
yore fo ' nails right in de middle, an ' see , gives yo ' a nail in each cornah . An ' 
put chure silvah dollah right ovah dose nails , an ' put chure rug on dere . Den 
yo ' could do anythin ' dat chew wanted tuh do in d e  world , supposed tuh, an ' git  
money , an ' nobody won ' t  bothah yo ' .  

(But you have to mea sure with that  stick.  You measure r ight 
across the diagonal . First , you get in this corner and put a 
nail there,  and then come to the center and put a nail ther e .  
Then go to the opposite corner and put a nail ther e ,  come back 
to the center and put a na il there . Do that  in each corner , � 
that I have four nails in the middle . )  
[ This square (or oblong)  room , illustrated in the diagram, has 
become an elaborate quincunx (see QUINCUNX, p . 7 10) with an unique 
four po int instead of the one-po int cent er . Or does this repre-

sent a double fouP aornePs of the WOP ld? Or both designs ? ]  
Take A S ILVAH DIME IF A FELLAH ' S  HURT. Yo ' kin take a silvah d ime an ' LET .' IM 

WEAH IT IN DE MOUTH [ ! ]  or roun ' de wais ' or anythin ' of de kine nex ' tuh ' em  yo ' 
know, an ' dat ' ll ketch some of it but no t all of it . But chew kin take a silvah 
dollah an ' put it in a sack or put a hole in it [ so that it can be worn] , [ or ]  
put it in a linin ' an ' put holes in it . But chew kin put it  [ it is bet t er to put 
it ] in a sack j es '  sinc e yo ' weahs it . Den anybody kin put down anythin ' dat dey 
please fo ' yo ' .  It ' ll [ the silver dollar will ]  pick it up . 

[ The silver in a dime is no t strong enough , a silver dollar is  needed . ]  
If yo ' knowed ' is name , dat chew could write his name on a WHITE CANDLE - yo ' 

know dat kinda candle . Don ' t write hi s name comin ' up [ to the wick] , write his 
name go in ' down . Yo ' see , start it , j es '  scra tch it wit a needle yo ' know, 
sompin sharp lak dat an ' burn it . Well , burn it fo ' - j es '  lak if yo ' started 
it in de  mawnin ' ,  well yo ' burn da t awhile each mawnin ' . But don ' t  blow it out , 
but smo thah it  out , de candle . Jes ' smothah it out each mawnin ' an ' light i t  
ag ' in unt il de candle is gone . An ' den yo ' kin take some saltpetah an ' a whole 
sheet of  writin ' papah, an ' put dat saltpetah in dat writin'  papah . Fold it  in 
dat writin '  papah , yo ' know, kinda three way [ triangular ] or sompin lak dat , � 
lak yo ' foldin ' baby diapahs or sompin lak dat . An ' write his name [on  that 
sheet of paper ] an 1 put it in dat saltpetah an ' lay it in yore f iahplace . An ' 
f ini sh burnin ' dat white candle an ' burn it  down on dat , yo ' see undah dere , 
dat saltpetah an ' dat papah . An ' da t papah [ with name] will ketch af iah, an ' 
de saltpetah [ in the paper ] . Af tah de nine days dey do declare dat dey [ the 
man named ] will come back . 

(This burglar will come back and give himself up . )  
He will come back where he kin be got . He ' ll be seen . IF HE DON ' T  SAY , "HEAH 

AH AM" , AH AIN ' T  GOT NUTHIN TUH DO WIT DE CASE • 
(You take this saltpeter [and name] and simply put it  underneath the candle , 

and when the candle f inally burns out it  will burn that  stuff also ? )  
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It will burn dat saltpetah an ' papah [ also name] . Dat [must be) nev papah . 
Yo ' kin take a black candle an ' burn a BLACK CANDLE an ' run a f ellah crazy, 

burn ' em  fo ' me or yo ' or somepin o thah lak dat each mawnin ' .  Yo ' know, start 
dea at six tuh burn t ill nine lak dat . Dat will run yo ' away from heah or j es '  
upset chew where yo ' cain ' t  s tay nowhere .  

Yo ' KIN START TUH WORKIN ' MOST ANYTHIN' yo ' wanta work , dat ' s  de proper thin ' , 
yo ' know, tuh start ON DE NEW MOON, an ' AS DE MOON GROW WHY YORE BUS INESS WILL 
GIT BETTAH FO ' YO ' .  Ah ' ll star t  tuh br ingin ' peoples back tuh places on de new 
.oon .  
� know dat chew could take d e  two fresh aigs dat chew know d ey is fresh, if 
yo ' could git ' em, but chew have tuh git ' em . Take TWO FRESH AIGS . Jes ' lak if 
yo ' got somebody an ' ah lak yo ' an ' ah don ' t want chew tuh have ' em,  ah ' d  write 
cbure name an ' her name on each one of dose aigs an ' take ' em  to d e  rivah , any 
.. �ah - yo ' know, big watah . Jes ' take ' em  an ' go dere  an ' hit ' em  tuhgethah 
an' bust ' em  lak dat an ' throw ' em  in de watah . Walk on away . Well , yo ' all 
pin '  separate .  

Ah kin take a BLUE CANDLE an ' BURN SALT AN '  RED PEPPAH ON IT fo ' anybody,  � 
.an an ' his wif e ,  or a man an ' his fr iend , an ' dey won ' t git along . 

Yo ' kin burn a f ellah ' s p ichure IN A LAMP an 1 yo ' kin burn a f ellah ' s name in 
a 1amp .  Ah kin bring a p erson back tuh yo ' by burnin ' his name in a lamp . 

Well , yo ' wr i t es der e  name on a p iece of papah an ' yo ' ,  yo ' know, clean yore  
I..p out good an ' clean . Git some fr esh coal o il an ' put dis pichure - put dis 
..-e or pichur e ,  whatsomevah [whichever ]  it is , dey bo th about de same , an ' put 
� in  der e  bo t tom upwards,  an ' set  dis  lamp in some place wher e nobody won ' t have 
.a�hin tuh do wit it but chew.  An ' LET IT BURN ALL DAY AN ' ALL NIGHT , j es '  slow
ly burn, j es '  de least bit yo ' kin see - yo ' cain ' t hardly see it - UNT IL DAT 
LAMP OF OIL GONE . An ' whatsomevah dat chew want done outa dat - if yo ' burnin ' 
� fo ' a f ellah tuh be  gone or  yo ' wanta draw a fellah, why yo ' f ill dat lamp up 
fall ag ' in .  But if yo '  wan ' a  f ellah tuh be  gone ,  when dat o il burns outa dat 
� inside wit dat pichur e ,  yo ' turn it [ p ic ture]  bo ttom upward s in dat lamp , � 
.. � name is , if it ain ' t  ga in ' , or if it is ga in ' . An ' j es '  burn it j es '  a li ' l  
�� an ' sprinkle yo ' some - drop yo ' some peppah in dat lamp an ' let  it burn ag 'in 
.-£11 dat o il b e  gone . An ' oh,  dey cain ' t stay nowhere .  Dey ' ll be a-gain ' an ' 
....,in ' . 

(Well now, what if you want to br ing them back, what do you do ? Do you burn 
� �he same way? ) 

Yessuh . Yo ' kin burn it de same way but chew gotta fill up de lamp wit o il 
... keep sugah sprinkled in yore coal o il ,  yo ' see . If yo '  wanta bring d em  back, 
..tl dat brings ' em back . 

But if yo ' want ' em  tuh go , why yo ' j es '  keep dat p eppah dropped in der e . 
Yo ' know, yo ' kin git a DEAD PERSON ' S BONE DAT dey said DIED WICKED or sompin 

lak dat , if yo ' wanta do sompin kinda dir ty work . Yo ' could git a f ellah ' s  bone 
.. � died lak dat ,  an ' anythin ' dat chew wanted done - j es '  lak if yo ' wanted a 
��n� or sompin othah of  de kind , yo ' could git a piece of ' er dress an ' sew it 
!I �t dis bone in it . If i t  wuz a bone wit a hole in it , yo ' could draw any
ddn '  of  hern throu·gh it , yo ' see . Anythin ' dat yo ' could draw of  hern through 
�. or his ' n, it would be bet tah if yo ' could git dat kin ' . But if no t dat kin ' , 
jes' de bone an ' her hair , drawahs or stockin ' or anythin ' ,  hans ' cuf f ,  anythin ' 
Jak dat yo ' could git o f  hern an ' put wit dat bone , an ' a silvah dime ,  an ' keep 
lt. An' yo ' could also keep ' er .  

(WHAT IS GOO FER DUST SUPPOSED TO BE? ) 
Ah dunno whut evahbody calls it , ah dunno whut it supposed tuh be,  but ah 

-.l1 yo ' whut ah calls dat . Lak if yo ' wanted tuh be in good �t de world or 
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anythin ' lak dat , yo ' g it chew some dirt  dauber nes tses an ' de beds o f  where 
waspses yo ' know, have laid dere little young . Yo ' g it all dat an ' put it tuh
gethah an ' put dat peppah wit it , dat cayenne peppah wit it , sompin of a fellah ' s 
track,  if yo ' want it , or anythin ' lak dat . Yo ' kin git some smut [ soo t ]  out , if 
yo ' kin go up a chimley an '  git it , an ' mix all of dat tuhgeth�n ' put cheW 
five pennies wit it , an ' put it in a sack an ' carry it , j es '  wheresomevah yo ' go 
all de t ime .  If yo ' a in ' t go t it in yor e pocketbook , have it in yore pocket or 
in yor e stockin ' s , anywhere yo ' kin keep it . An ' da t ' s  very good fo ' de WOPZd, 
an ' ah call dat one of de [ b es t ]  goofah dust.  

(What do you carry that for ? )  
Yo '  carry dat fo ' luck or anythin ' . If yo ' want outside Zuak , yo ' kin git it ; 

if yo ' want inside Zuak ,  yo ' kin git it . An ' if yo ' wanta be wise or anythin ' 
lak a d ir t  daubah or wa sp , yo ' wanta be  hard on a p erson any t ime ,  yo ' go t all 
dat . 

[ Wise • • •  Zak a diPt daubeP is the theme o f  "TOMB OF DE BABE OF BETHLEHEM" , 
p . 13 25£ . ] 

Well , ah hate tuh tell dat . Yo ' know, j es '  lak yo ' go t a wif e or lady,  somp i� 
yo ' carry f ifty c ent [ p iee e ]  tuh her or a s il vah do lla h, _a_n_1"":'""::l_e_t�'-:e_r_t-::a:-k-:e_s-::o_m":'e�o-=-f 
' er ministrate an ' paint dat ovah twice ,  j es '  lak paint , �o�n�d�i�s�s�i�d�e�o�f�d�e�d�o�l�l�a�h, 
yo ' see , j es '  on top on half of it . 

(Jus t the who le s ide of one dollar ? )  
No , half o f  it . 
(Here ' s  a dollar . You only paint half of this s ide? ) 
[ Evidently I had a s ilver dollar , or perhaps I used a quarter . ]  
Uh-huh, an ' turn it ovah an ' paint ano thah half . Dat gives a two-cornah 

painted dollah , but no t on d e  same side . 
(Opposite halves of the dollar ? )  
Yes , an ' so let i t  dry . Paint it ovah twice ,  yo ' know - twice good , yo ' know, 

where it ' ll have a good coat . An ' he kin put it in ' is pocket wit all kind s of  
money, an ' go in any kinda gamblin ' game an ' won '  nevah lose no money . 

Tuh have luck in gamblin ' , yo ' kin take some sugah an ' put wit yore money , two 
or three days . Take some sugah an ' put wit yore money . Wet chure money good wit 
d is HeaPt PeP[ume , an ' dis heah John de Conkah Poo t .  Yo ' kin git it at de drug 
sto ' s  on Tenth Avenue . Yo ' put it wit chure money . Jes ' lak if yo ' expect a big 
game , ga in ' tuh a big game lak tomorrah , dope [ = drug = feed] da t money wit HeaPt 
PePfume fo ' about a couple of  days befo ' yo ' go es . Den yo ' go intuh dem games 
an ' have all de luck . 

(What do you do with that John de ConkeP Poot? ) 
Yo '  puts dat wit chure money , chew it , an ' git aroun ' tuh yore frien ' s ,  yo ' 

know, c lo s e  aroun ' ' em  if dey winnin ' . Dat puts dem tuh fa Z Zin ' an ' yo ' gits 
lucky . 

Tuh kill ano thah fellah ' s  luck - he kin be winnin ' . Now d is is d e  trut ' . Yo ' 
kin hang o[[a d is ,  cuz ah used tuh gamble . Yo '  kin be  winnin ' ,  ah dunno whut , 
an ' ah kin g it clo s e  tuh yo ' from ' way roun ' yondah . Ah 'm ga in ' git close tuh yd 
an ' ah kin take some table salt , j es '  a p inch , an ' put on yo ' ,  an ' yore luck will 
change an ' yo ' ll go down, lo s in ' yor e  money . 

Well , if yo ' want luck in yore house , if yo ' runnin ' games lak dat , yo ' should 
take , yo ' know, save yo ' some uPinate fo ' three or fo ' days t ill it git old an ' 
stale . Put chew some sugah in it , an ' lye , an ' j es ' put it in as much watah as 
yo ' ga in ' us e ,  an ' sprinkle yore flo ' good , an ' den git chew some solid lye, yo ' 
know, an ' clean yor e flo ' s  where it needs cleanin ' .  Jes ' lak yo ' mop all ovah 
it , den when yo ' git through , j es '  sprinkle yore flo ' s  good an ' niae wit it - yo ' 
see , a couple of times when yo ' lookin ' fo ' d is tuh happen, yo ' see , dat ' s  if yo ' 
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soin' pull it tuhnight or tomorrah or somp in ,  git on it lak tuhday .  Dat br ings 
,are luck . 

(Do you use Peter Thomp son lye? ) 
Jes ' dis Red Devil Lye dey calls it . 
[�t a foolish quest ion ! I had heard of  Peter Thomp son and a few o ther lyes 

several t imes , but IN THE SOUTHERN STATES NO LYE IN HOODOO COULD COMPETE WITH RED 
DBVIL LYE - NOT WITH THE PICTURE OF THAT "RED DEVIL" ON THE CAN ! ] 

To keep de law away , if yo ' s  bothahed by dem . Ah taken me a can of  lye , a 
hran' -new can of lye , da t Red Devi l as ah call da t ,  an ' stand it up on its haid , 
see. Jes ' don ' t bury it yo ' know, lak de can be lak dat [ upr ight ] . Jes ' dig yo ' 
a place out dere an ' bury it right dere at yor e  steps . An ' de law is supposed 
�uh no t  tuh give yo ' no trouble . 

If yo ' go BEFO ' DE JUDGE an ' could git a-holt of  anythin ' , yo ' could take dis 
S� - or if yo ' couldn ' t  do it , yo ' could THINK OF DE SIX AN ' SEVEN BOOKS OF 
NOSES. An ' if yo ' didn ' t have i t , it could be in yore min ' . An ' if de j udge 
vuz talkin ' or de j urymen, some of dose thin ' s ,  yo ' should repeat de Six OP 
Seven Books , dey say , an ' dat would be good on yo ' up dere . If yo ' didn ' t come 
out , yo ' wouldn ' t  git whut belongs tuh yo ' [ if guilty , the sentenc e would be 
less] . 

( It ha s to be something out of  that book? ) 
Yessuh . 
If yo ' wuz in dis house an ' dey wanted yo ' tuh move out an ' yo ' didn ' t wanta 

�' yo ' could take yo ' a red candl e ,  or a couple of  red candles dat a h  nuse 
[use ] , an ' ah would set one in mah do ' an ' shet mah do ' s .  Set one in mah do ' an ' 
set one in mah fiahplace or mah dressah, or whatsomevah de propah place , yo ' know, 
dat she visit ary [ any or eVePy ] side of it . An '  ah would burn it fo ' two or 
three mawnin ' s unt il it is all gone , an ' keep mah room shet up , an ' let all dat 
smrike git intuh heah ; an ' when it all gits a-loose in heah, den ah would open mah 
do ' s .  See , let it go out an ' peace would walk in . 

(The landlord wouldn ' t  put you out then . )  
If dey wanta aPoss [ =  aPoss up� put a aPoss on,  hoodoo ]  dat tuh keep anybody 

from do in ' any good der e ,  yo ' know . Well , ah ' d  take me some red peppah an ' some 
dis gunshell , dis black gunshell [ powder ] an ' sprinkle all dese flo ' s  good an ' 
git it all in de walls an ' de sills of  de windahs or any which way dat ah could 
git it up in dere . Nobody would s tay heah . 

(That would aPoss up the house and nobody would stay in there . )  
Nobody would stay in dere . 
[ Symbol ically and by intention the red pepper and gunpowder make the house ho t 

for tenants . ]  
Ah ' ve taken c igarette ashes or c igar ashes an ' taken dis rubbin ' alcohol an ' 

mix dat tuhgethah, j es '  lak if he ' s  already a-drinkin ' ,  yo ' know, where he won' t 
pay much attent ion . Put some of dat in ' is whi skey an ' dat will stop ' tm  [ cure 
an alcoholic ] • 

If yo ' go down tuh de boss tuh git chew a job an ' wanted one , yo ' git dis heah 
Heal't PePfwne or Joakey C lub [ Perfume ] , an ' dey call i t  GOOD LUCK TEASIN ' BROWN 
POw.DAH [ 3  ingred ient s ]  an ' yo ' mix up da t stuf f into dat . Yo ' know , mix up dat 
perfume intuh da t an ' j es '  saturate good all da t . Yo ' may go roun ' ' im a couple 
of t imes , he ' ll give yo ' de j ob .  

Yo ' kin take a new f il e  an ' git chew a ole ten-penny nail , yo ' know , rusty -
rusty as yo ' could git it - an ' take dat f ile an ' f ile dat ten-penny nail down 
until it is smooth as new . Take all da t chew kin ketch an ' git out of dat , an ' 
yo ' kin put dat in whiskey . Dat ' ll stop a fellah from drinkin ' l ikkah . [ This 
is a ki l l  OP aUPe remedy ! ]  
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Turn de wagon wheel aroun ' j es '  lak if  yo ' would , yo ' know, take de cap o f f  
it , an ' yo ' wanta put a fellah ' s  track in dere , al so hi s ha ir , one o f  dem thin ' s .  
Well , yo ' d  put de cap slightly on it , an ' put i t  in dere , an ' turn it aroun ' un
til dat iron git nearly about ho t ,  an ' den tighten it  up on it , an ' dey gone . 
Dey ' ll be gone . 

(He tightens it up af ter he turns it around . )  
Turn it  aroun ' until da t iron supposed tub git  ho t .  Den yo ' turns it up good 

on dat cap , yo ' know , ready fo ' runnin ' ,  an ' dey suppo sed tub be gone . Yo ' know, 
when da t [ wagon ] pulls out , dey goin ' , if anybody go tub use it . 

(That ' s  to dr ive them away? ) 
Yessuh . 
Ah heard t ell of ' em usin ' [ table]  fo ' ks sompin lak da t ; yo ' know,  j es '  lak if  

yo ' wanta take dat to e o f  a fellah' s shoe or  sompin lak da t , if a fellah ' s  gone 
from yo ' an ' yo ' want ' em  tub come back . If yo ' wanta use de to e of de shoes fo ' 
tub wear fo ' sompin , or tub burn , yo ' suppo sed tub take a fo ' k  an ' j unk [ j ab ] in 
dere an ' g it  dat toe end o f  da t shoe  out , yo ' see . 

( Inside of  the shoe  - either shoe? ) 
Git de toe outa dat right shoe , but chew can ' t git no middle of it  or no half 

way ,  gotta git dat toe . If yo ' kin git dat toe , git as much of dat as yo ' kin 
git . Well , yo ' kin take hit an ' some o f  dat brown sugah an ' burn it , an ' if one 
is leavin ' yo ' ,  or ain ' t true to yo 1 , yo ' kin burn it , yo ' know in dat sugah . 
Dat sugah will j es '  crinkle up yo ' know,  j es '  make a powdah out dat sugah .  An ' 
yo ' kin take dat powdah an ' put it in yore powdah box , yo ' know , undah where yo ' 
wanta use it . Jes ' keep it in yore powdah box all de time an ' AS LONG AS YO ' 
OPEN DAT POWDAH BOX , YO ' JES ' BE LOOKIN ' IN DAT MAN ' S  FACE . 

(You put some [ brown-sugar-insole]  powder in the powder box ? )  
Yes , but yo ' know, put i t  undah der e ,  yo ' know,  where yo ' won ' t use i t  [ on your 

face] . 
[ It never occurred to me to ask ,  ''How can you Zook into a man 's  faae by using 

the toe o f  an insole from hi s shoe? Kiak in the faae is the only association of 
words enter ing my mind . But everything is  po ssible in symbolism or magic . Yet 
we have here more than meets a casual reading of  commonplace words . Thi s woman 
talks no t about the old-fashioned messy powder box o f  my youth , but about the 
modern pre-World War II portable powder kit with mirror in the l id . My question 
shows I thought she mixed the brown-sugar-insole powder with the face powder ; the 
logical reason for the kiak in the faae . Instead she put the shoe powder under 
the powder cake insert or f ill . The insole having touched the man i s  a par t o f  
his spirit , and because a part o f  hi s spirit equals his whole spirit (see p . 21 ) , 
the whole of the man ' s captured spirit (see p . 24 )  resided in the portable powder 
ki t . His spirit , constantly looking into the mirror o f  the clo sed l id ,  is con
fused and unable to escape . No wonder my informant could see the man ' s  face in 
the l id mirror each time she opened the powder box - many of my informants could 
do l ikewi se . Why did she use something from hi s feet rather than from his head ? 
Because she could now Zook down upon him from head to foo t .  He wa s completely in 
her power . ]  

(If a person is coming in my house and I don ' t want them to come back? ) 
Yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tub come back . Well , if a person come to yore house an ' yo ' 

don ' wan ' ' em  dere , yo ' git chew some o f  dat table salt an ' red peppah . An ' if 
yo ' don ' t have de table salt , yo ' j es '  git  chew da t red peppah an ' sprinkle it 
behin ' dem when dey leave . An ' g it chew a broom an ' sweep it , an ' tell ' em  tub 
�· Evah time yo 1  make a s troke wit de broom , j es '  tell ' em  tub go ; an 1 dey won ' 
give yo ' any bothah , cuz ah have sweep ' em  outa mine . 

[ If you are ] all worried an ' all messed up , feel in ' dat dey [ they = ther e ]  is 
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!O!Pin wrong ag ' inst chew , yo ' burn yo ' a r ed candle fo ' yo ' self . 
Yo ' kin have intahco ' se wit a man an ' git chew,  yo ' know, a co tton string , yo ' 

blow lak wrapp in ' str ing , twine , an ' yo ' have intahco ' se wit ' im . An '  de woman 
kin, yo ' know , j es '  git dat good an ' wet an ' t ie nine kno ts  in it , yo '  knov ,  � 
it aroun ' ' er waist , an ' mayb e ano thah t ie . Pur tty soon she may have intahco ' se 
wdt ' im  an ' she may wet it ag ' in an ' t ighten up on do se kno t s .  Do se firs '  knots 
is slight [ loo se] , an ' d e  second kno ts  yo ' tighten up on ' em , an ' weah dem, an ' 
be cain1 t have nuthin tuh do wit nobody but chew .  

Yo ' could take a new t in pan - j es '  lak if a per son had a sent ence or sompin 
otbah fo ' de  ' lectr ic chair or tuh be  hung or sompin - yo ' kin take a new tin pan 
an' a cap or sompin , but it [ hoodoo book? ] run [ r eads? ] fo ' a cap . Yo ' kin take 
a cap an ' burn it in dat new t in pan , j es ' put it inside of de stove an ' put dat 
cap in d er e .  Don ' t care how much i t  smokes , o r  nuthin , an ' burn i t  yo ' know � 
� it ' s  all gone into a powdah . Den yo ' kin take dat powdah , if dat f ellah' s 
in jail . Yo ' kin take dat powdah of dat cap , an ' some sugah , an ' some of d is 
�h whut chew call sugah of lead [ 3  ingr edient s ] . An ' . if yo ' kin git tuh where 
dey at around de j ail , or have some fr ien ' s yo ' know dat go es pur t ty close  tuh 
' e. - an ' ah taken an ' sprinkle dat all roun ' dere . An ' if yo ' kin spr inkle it 
all aroun ' de  j a il ,  an ' in de j ailah ' s plac e ,  yo ' know wher e he b e ' s at , an ' 
..,e somebody cleanin ' up d e  off ic e tuh git some of  it tuh de j uror s '  [box]  an ' 
sprinkle it all roun ' der e  af tah cleanin ' up , den he gits a lif e  sentenc e .  He 
or she git s a lif e  sentenc e wit dat cap [ the cap that  symbolizes the cap in d eath 
lrJ banging ] . 

Dey say dat if anybody steals somp in from yo ' an ' yo ' want ' em  tuh br ing it 
'-ck, dat yo ' should burn de blue candle . Take an ' burn de blue candle t ill it ' s  
about half done , an ' yo ' know , yo 1 take it when it gits sof t ,  yo ' know dat stuf f 
&its so f t ,  an ' glue yo '  some pod s of peppah roun ' it , chew know, an ' burn it . Yo' 
kaow, let d e  peppah burn wit dat . But he cain ' t hardly s tan ' dat peppah burnin ' , 
aa1 dey said when dat peppah ' s all gone , yo ' go in ' git de straight details of it . 
If dey do n ' t come an ' say, "Ah go t so-an ' -so , ah seed somebody git it . Ah '  11 
tel1 yo ' wher e yo ' kin git it at . "  Yo ' ll git de straight details of it . 

( If somebody stole something from you? ) 
Yessuh . 
[ I  know] dat chew could take a r ed flannel an ' a person ' s hair an ' put it in 

a red f lannel , an ' take yo ' nine new needles dat nevah been used , an ' pin it all 
� ways an ' take dat an ' bury it , take it an ' bury it or take it an ' burn it  
Io 1 a f ellah an ' put ' im  in bad shape wher e ,  ah don '  care:how healthy he is or 
taw wealthy he is , he lo se evahthin ' he go t .  

Take sulphur , brims tone , if yo ' kin git it . Ah have taken sulphur an ' brim
�one an ' mix it tuhgethah , an ' mix it wit a f ellah ' s hair , an ' [or ] yo ' kin mix 
�t wit a f ellah ' s track an ' yo ' kin weah dat . An ' as long as yo ' ll l ive , yo ' ll 
t!ep dat f ellah , an ' when yo ' don '  wan '  ' im , yo ' kin take dat off an ' burn it an ' 
nm ' im  on outa dis plac e . 

If yo ' wanta , yo ' know, make a person humble or j es '  do any way yo ' wanta do , 
,a •  could cut some of a dog ' s ha ir ,  j es '  as close  out de mo le as yo ' think yo ' 
tin git a-holt of , · an '  take some of  a man ' s hair , an ' bury it undah yore steps -
�t an ' de dog ' s hair tuhgethah - an ' he ' ll take offa yo ' j es '  whut a dog will 
take offa yo ' .  Yo ' put dem [man and dog hair ] tuhgethah . 

(Where do you get this hair from the man? ) 
Yo ' git it from de mo le [mo ld ]  o f  his haid if yo ' could git  it . 
Yo ' could take a cow' s horn an ' bo ' out de ins ide of  d e  born , an ' take hit 

.. • ,  yo ' know, take a crawf ish an ' de bones out of one eye [ probably one of the 
� precious stones, in the head of a crawf ish , see FACI , 2Dd ed . , 1536 , p . 61 . ] 
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(The bone of  one eye of that crawf ish? ) 
Yeah,  an ' take de crawf ish an ' take de crawf ish f eets out it - yo ' know , take 

his f eets offa his body,  an ' yo ' take da t stuff outa dat cow horn an ' yo ' pack it 
in dere . Or whensomevah yo ' have d ealin ' s wit a man or somp in o thah of de kind , 
have yo ' some kinda thin [ p iec e of  cloth] dat chew kin ketch some of it [ his 
semen] an ' mix dis wit dis cow horn an ' poke it in dis crawf ish laig , an ' yo '  kin 
keep it wit chew in yore pocket . Den some folkses have pu t it undah de house , 
bury it undah de house - no t propahly bur ies out chure door or nuthin o f  de kind . 
Put it [ hid e it up ] undah yore house , s ompin of de kind lak dat . An ' da t man 
whut mo stly go out an ' stay de night , yo ' know, j es '  take it as hard as a cow 
would or sampin lak da t . Dey j es '  go crazy almo s ' ,  if  yo ' poke it in dat craw
f ish . [ This is an aphrod isiac to make the man,  s taying out late at night , come 
running back home . ] 

(What would his feel ings be toward you af ter tha t ? )  
Af ter da t ,  why he would be j es '  as cra zy about chew as yo ' seen a crawf ish 

wuz glas tuh meet d e  watah . YO ' KNOW HOW DEY I S  IN DE WATAH , DON ' T  CHEW? An ' 
d ey would b e  j es '  as crazy about chew , as a horn is hard , yo ' know. 

(You take this bone [ scraping s ]  out of  a cow ' s horn and you s tuf f it into a 
crawf ish ' s  leg ?  You don ' t mean that claw? ) 

Yessuh, yo ' know wher e de sc issor s par t [ pincer s ] . Yo ' know dere ' s  a little 
par t ' fore yo ' git tuh dat . Well d ere ' s  a little hollow in dat yo ' kin pack any
thin ' in it . An ' yo ' kin put it undah yore house where nuthin won ' t  pick it up , 
or keep it wit chew . If yo ' keep it wit chew, dere ain ' t nobody run acro s s  it . 

(Wha t do you do with the rest o f  tha t  cow horn then? ) 
Well , yo ' kin use it fo ' anythin ' el se,  yo ' know . 
(You j ust get tha t dus t  o f f  the cow horn? ) 
Yessuh , j es '  git d e  ins ide - dat d e  propah thin ' tuh do . 
Well , yo ' kin take de blood from a - yo ' kin kill a snake . Yo ' know , kill a 

snake - yo ' supposed tuh put ' is haid , yo ' know, an ' hang ' tm  some place [ see 
p . 4 ,  No . 4 ] . An ' yo ' kin take three drops of blood outa dat snake an ' put it in 
wa tah or whiskey, an ' give it tuh yo ' tuh dr ink . It would make , yo ' know , j es '  
form snakes in yo ' . 

Dey say dat chew could ketch a bat an ' yo ' could take de back of a f ell ' s  
[ f ellah ' s] , yo '  know , git sompin outa de back of  anythin ' [ of his ] collah or coa t 
or sh ir t or anythin ' .  Git d e  back out o f  it an ' g it chew a b ig enough piece tuh 
make some kin ' a  ins trument outa it tuh f ix it on a bat ;  but , yo ' know, keep de 
ba t l ivin ' , where it could f it up undah ' is wing . An ' dey say j es '  as often as 
d e  bat would go , say yo ' would go , too . 

(You would tie that on to the ba t ? )  
Yes suh , where it j es '  f it undah ' is wing . Let it be par t of d e  cloth , but yo ' 

f ix it , yo ' know , wher e yo ' could t ie it on ' tm  or tack [ sew] it on ' tm . Some 
sews it on ' tm . 

Well , ah know two thin ' s about a toad[Pog. Ah know dat yo ' could take a d irty 
piece of f anybody an ' cut , yo ' know , places in it dat chew could put on a frog , 
make 1 tm a garment out it an ' sew it up on ' tm . Yo ' know, j es '  sew it [ f rog ] in 
dis thin ' , yo ' know, wher e it could f it ' tm . An ' dat person would go crazy . Dey 
use a frog on dat . 

(They make a l it tle garment and put it on the frog ? )  
Yessuh . 
Well , yo ' kin take yore frog alive , have yore stove good an ' hot an ' put ' tm  

in d e  stove - yo ' know, bind ' fm. Jes ' let ' fm  brown up . An ' if he drawed up , 
if 1 is ashes - yo '  know yo ' ketch ' is ashes . De form is stand in 1 up , stretched 
�� yo ' know. SOMETIME IT JES ' BE ' S  FLAT , BUT YO ' HAVE TUH GIT IT WHEN IT ' S  ALL 
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st'RETCH UP , yo ' know, LAK HE ' S  FIXED TUH JUMP LAK DAT . An 1 yo 1 could take hit 
an ' put i t  in a person ' s  food , could even put it  in de peppah shakah or salt 
shakah or sugah dish, any which way yo ' wanta put it in . It will also ' cumulate 
frogs in der e .  

Ah have heard , least  ah know, dat chew could take a f ellah ' s  track an ' put it  
iD ant s '  bed ,  carry it  tuh a ant s ' bed early in de mawnin ' an ' put it in a ant s ' 
bed ,  an ' dey will wo�k yo ' away . Dey g it tuh totin '  yo ' backwards an ' farwards , 
yo '  would b e  gone . 

Beard of ' em  usin ' dat dir t from a ant s ' hill fo ' runnin ' peopl e ,  lak dat . 
Yo ' would go tuh a ants ' bed twelve a ' clock in day when dey ' s kinda c eased 
(working ] .  Yo 1 know dey workin ' pur t ty good in de mawnin1 s .  [ You go ] when dey ' s 
k1Dda c eased , an ' yo ' g i t  some of dat dir t  an ' carry yo ' a t easpoon . Git chew 
about t hr ee teaspoons of dat dir t ,  yo ' know, dat dey done put outside . An ' � 
cbew de same amount of black peppah, an ' yo ' git  chew de same amount o f  dat gun-
8bell , black gunshell powdah [ 3  ingredients ]  an ' yo ' take i t  an ' spr inkle i t  all 
aroun ' dis place heah, an ' dat also will put a f ellah tuh goin ' .  But j es '  sprin
kle i t  in d e  mawnin ' ,  dat will also put a f ellah tuh goin ' - early befo ' sunup . 
Yo ' supposed tuh spr inkle it  befo ' sunup . 

Beard of ' em usin ' a r ed onion fo ' runnin ' peoples blind lak dat . Well , yo ' 
kiD take dat bow outa anybody ' s  hat ,  dat chew wanta go blind , an ' git c hew a r ed 
aaiDn an ' take dat out side peelin ' s  of de red onion an ' burn hit an ' dat bow tuh
�hah in somepin , j es '  so yo ' could save d e  ashes . An ' as  it  burn up tuh de 
aabe s ,  take dat , yo ' know, dat juicy par t  of de onion an ' sgueeze hit intuh dat 
IIDw. an ' on occasions j es '  keep i t  dampened ,  yo ' know, wit it . An '  wear it , an ' 
._, would lose dere eyesight . 

(Who wears it? ) 
Yo ' could weah it . Yo ' weah dat bow [ashes ] ,  yo ' see , an ' dat onion yo ' done 

'-rut - of, somebodys ,  dat bow is somebody ' s  - an ' dat [unburned ] onion , yo ' j es '  
..-eeze , yo ' know, where yo ' kin git  de j uice outa de onion . 

[The preceding blinding rite  is unusual . Instead o f  rubbing something , such 
- tma.ke powde� , on the hatband so that the sweat mixed with snake powde� will 
� down into the eyes , the evil-doer her e wear s in a small bag a combination o f  
�-bow ashes and r ed-onion-peeling ashes . This hand is kept wet , fed occasion
.Ily by squeezing on it the j uice from the previously peeled onion . ]  

Ah heard about de broom, dat yo ' could take a broom , yo ' know, a new broom. 
� · could take a new broom an ' sweep a f ellah away from yo ' , or sweep ' tm  tuh yo ' ,  
If be didn1 t come often .  Yo ' could take a new broom . Well , j es '  lak he ' d  come 
a.h a place maybe a couple of t imes an ' dey wanted yo ' [ htm ]  tuh come , well yo ' 
t1a take a new broom an ' dampen i t  in some UPinate an ' sugah . Jes ' lak if yo ' 
waald come in, j es '  lak yo ' d  come in right now from dat do ' , well dey ' d seat  chew 
... evahthin ' .  Well , dey ' d  git dat broom an ' dampen it in dat , yo 1 know, an ' 
!!!!P i t  on tuh where yo ' went in an ' stop de broom r ight der e  tuh de do ' - each 
tt.e dat chew ' d  come . An '  dir ec ' ly ,  prob ' ly ,  yo ' would be stayin ' or comin ' so 
--a' lah, wherevah yo ' could be stayin ' . 

Beard of put tin ' hair or tracks in a boxcar . Well , yo ' could take a person ' s  
� from der e  haid or anywhere yo ' wanta git it from ,  j es '  since it ' s sampin 
� der e ,  an ' where dey put dat waste at in [ the axle-box] de boxcar , take out 
� waste an ' put chure hair in it , an ' den pack dat waste back, an' when dat car 
.-11 out somewhere ,  wheresomevah it be ' s  standin ' at , yo 1 supposed tuh leave out 
� where yo 1 is at . · 

(You mean that  hot-bo:c by the wheels? ) 
Yessuh, WHERE DOSE PASSENGERS BE [where the hobos or tramps ride under the 

I ar ] 0 
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(You use only the hair . You said you could do it with the foot tracks , too ? )  
Could d o  it wit d e  foot tracks , too . [ A  foot track in a hot-bo� ! ] 
Well , if a per son is poisoned, yo ' could take a green gourd an ' take de in

s ides outa it an ' boil it wit alum an ' saltpetah an ' turpentine , bo il it good 
until it ' s  good an ' tendah , an ' den yo ' strain it out . An ' yo ' put two table
spoons fulla salt , table salt , intuh a quar t [of  this liquid ] an ' let dem dr ink 
it . Al so , dey kin bathe in it . Yo ' could dr ink it  an ' bathe in it too , an ' it 
will kill it [poison] in yo ' - wit dat green gourd . 

Well , yo ' kin take lodes tone , -j�e-s_'�l-a�k�i�f�y-o_' __ w�a�n_t_e_d�a�p_i_e_c_e�o�f�m_o_n_e�y __ o_r�s_o_m�p�i�n 
othah , or anythin ' yo ' wanted tuh do , dat chew could take yore lodestone an ' yo ' 
could dress it wit whiskey - yo ' know , po ' whi skey on it . Talk wit it , whatsom
evah yo ' want , an ' po ' whiskey on it an ' go intuh a place an ' be successful of  
whut chew wanted tuh do - wit yor e  lodestone . 

Dey can take some manur e from a cow, an ' take hit an ' hog hoo f s , an ' boil it  
tuhgethah an ' make tea out of  it . I t  suppo sed tuh cur e de asthma . 

Ah ' ve heard of ' em  go in ' tuh a spring , if d ey wanted yo '  tuh leave or somp in 
othah . If dey want ed yo ' tuh leave de place [ lose your j ob or work] or somp in 
othah . Jes ' lak if yo ' wuz a woman, yo ' know, an ' some of yor e sewin ' instru
ments , thread or thimble or needles or somp in lak dat . Dat chew go tuh de  spr ing 
at  twelve a ' clock in de  day an ' yo ' could take a thimble or yore thread or somp in 
lak dat . If it ' s  yor e  thread , yo ' kin take yore thr ead an ' put a p iec e of yore 
garment in it [ put thread in garment ] dat chew were sewin ' on last  - dat ah seed 
[ saw] yo '  sewin ' on . Take a spool of  yore thread or thimble an ' pack it in da t 
[ garment ] an ' bury it , yo ' know, where de  spr ing drain , an ' yo ' would lose yore 
work lak dat . Yo ' would do no work . Jes ' lak if yo ' were sewin ' fo ' a l ivin ' 
or somp in , or doin '  good in somp in lak dat . 

(That would kill your work? ) 
Yessuh . 
Take a eel - yo ' know, j es '  lak yo ' would ketch a eel an ' yo ' would git dat 

hide , yo ' know, whilst he ' s  good an ' fresh . Yo ' could stuff a garment of a per
son, or sock, or p iec e of drawahs , or p iece of shir t ,  or anythin ' ,  intuh dat eel 
hid e ,  an ' t i e  i t  aroun ' a tree , an ' let i t  cur e  aroun ' dere wit whatsomevah dat 
chew got in it . Whatsomevah yo ' wish would be done tuh a fellah , if he ' s  hung or 
anythin ' ,  he ' d  git dat - wit dis eel hide . 

(You tie it around the tree and let it cure there? ) 
Cure dere wit whatsomevah in it . 
Yo ' kin, yo ' know, give yore feets a good bath an ' de daid skin dat ' s  undah 

d e  bot tom of yore f eet , yo ' kin scrape it  good an ' make it up into bread , co f f ee 
or tea - yo ' kin put in it . Or put it in yore sugah bowl or anythin ' .  An ' yo ' 
kin git a deah frien '  lak da t . 

KEEPER OF A "HOUSE" 

YO ' GOT SOME TOUGH LA WS !lEAH IN DIS TOWN 
AH GOT A "HOUSE" AH RUNS 

PEOPLES IN DERE, GIRLS "HUSTLIN ' " • • • 
AH DO 'S Wl/UT AH KIN FO ' LUCK AN ' PEA CE 

EVAHTHIN ' IS SUPPOSED TO BE DONE IN DE NAME OF DE LORD 

LORD • • •  IF AH 'M WRONG • • •  FO 'GIVE ME • • •  
IF AH 'M RIGHT, BLESS ME 
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LORD, AH WANT SO-AN '-SO TUH STAY A WAY FROM ME 
AH WANT 'IM TUH GIT ANOTHAH TERM [IN JAIL ] 
AH DON 'T WANTA BE BOTHAHED WIT 'IM NO MO ' 

IN DE NAME OF DE LORD 

MEMPHI S ,  TENNES SEE 

2019 

[We have already had the very word s o f  a young woman of  Memphis , who hustled 
for her living (see HUSTLIN ' WD�N, pp . l3 3 5-1344 ) . In the following interview 
we will hear from an older woman , No . l536 , the landlord of  hustZin ' women , the 
keeper of  a house , who descr ibes her self on cylinder s  D8 5-D91 = 27 68- 27 7 4 . We 
abauld also know that some of these keepeps also engage in o ther act ivities such 
as a little hoodoo work , boo tlegging and gambling . ]  

Now, dis is fo ' bringin ' a man back,  if yore man is o f f . Yo ' take a blue 
caudle an ' yo ' set [ it ]  zackly twelve a ' clock at night . Take a white saucah 
aa* three t easpoons fulla sugah , a little cleah watah - j es '  a small ' mount chew 
aadahstan 1 - den will wr i t e  dis f ellah ' s name down nine t ime on a lit tle papah . 
Den we go in ' fol ' dis papah tuh us , undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' set dat a t  d e  bo t tom o f  
.. t saucah , an 1 yo 1 keep a-sett in ' dat candle on dat papah , yo ' undahstan ' ,  unt il 
yo '  git i t  tuh stick , an ' yo ' burn dis . 

(The water and sugar in the sauc er , too ? )  
Yessuh . 
(You put the paper in and then you put the candle on that . Then you put your 

sacar and water in . You put his name on that pap er nine times . )  
Dat ' s  right , nine t imes . 
Now, dis is zackly twelve a ' clock a t  night , all r ight , we go in ' set dis  candle 

�t ' is name on it . Den a t  three a ' clock in de mawnin ' dat same night - see , dis  
caadle will be burnin ' t ill three . I t  will burn dat long or maybe longah . Yo ' 
pin ' git ovah dis an ' yo 1 go in ' repeat , "De Lawd i s  mah shepherd an ' ah shall 
•t want" - three t imes . Den yo ' go in ' call ' im by his natural name at three 
a1clock . In nine days he ' s  suppo sed tuh r epo ' t  at home . 

(Now, when you repeat "The Lord is my shepherd , "  you j ust say that or the 
1llilole Psalm? ) 

.Jes ' say dat , "De Lawd is mah shepherd an ' ah shall no t want . "  
(That br ings him home . )  
Ah will take one dese sett in '  chair s heah now an ' at  de time , see , when he go 

aata de do ' [ demonstra tes ] .  
(You turn the chair upside down against - no , j ust against the door - the � 

af the chair is under the door knob , j us t  a s  [ if ]  you were locking the door . )  
Yes , yo ' go in ' set i t  j es '  tuh de do ' dere . When he go out see , he gone . Ah ' m  

Fin '  tuh [ ge t ]  some sal t . Yo ' buy dis sal t  fo ' dat dey [motto on box] says , " I t  
p ' s  when it rains" - yo ' know, dis  salt in dem roun ' boxes . All r ight , yo ' take 
about three doses of it . We go in ' po ' dis  behin ' ' im when ah set dat chair , yo ' 
.-dahstan ' .  Yo ' go in ' look an ' see if he gone , or is he comin ' in de house 
throw d is behin ' ' im three t imes . In nine days he ' d  b e  gone , an ' evah time he 
� ou t  an ' in , yo ' turn dat chair up . He go in ' way from d er e .  

(Do you d o  this on three different occasions o r  j ust  do that three times in 
the same day? ) 

Yo ' do d i s  [ on] occasion t ill nine days is out , if i t  take dat long fo ' ' im 
cab go . Bu t ah t ells yuh , i t  hardly evah takes but three . Undahstan ' me , now . 
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But somet ime if he ' s  purt ty hah ' d  [ hard ] , ' pend [ d epend ] on de ' tution [ constitu
t ion] of de per son . Yo ' know some peoples go t strongah ' tution den othah peoples. 
Yo ' undahstan ' me , dere hardah tuh rule . AH THINKS A REAL DARK FELLAH ' S HARDAH 
TUH RULE DEN A LIGHT COMPLEXION MAN ,  ah ' ve undahstood . 

Git me some brimstone , coppah [ coppers ] ,  sugah, oil of bergamine [ bergamo t ] . 
Burn it at twelve a ' clock at night an ' open evah do ' in mah house an ' roll dis 
heah up in a brown papah, in a brown clo th , an ' fold it tuh me , yo ' know, j es '  
kinda l ike yo ' do a han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  an ' yo ' kin fol ' dat up lak dat . An ' ah ' m  goirr 
put dis on me . When ah put d is ,  ah say , "Lord , In de Name of d e  Lord , an ' d e  
Fathah an ' d e  Son , i f  ah ' m  wrong ah want c�tuh fo ' give me , an ' if ah ' m  right , 
bless me . Ah want So-an ' -so " - call ' im  by ' is name - "tuh leave heah, In de 
Name of de Lord . "  An ' yo ' burn dat fo ' three days . He ' ll lef t . 

(What do you put in there now, o il of bergamot ? )  
Sugah ,  o il o f  bergamine - dat sugah is fo ' your peace , keep favor from fallin ' 

ag ' inst yo ' .  Dat ' s  fo ' peace an ' success tuh yo ' ,  sugah is . But dat brimstone 
an ' coppah [as ]  is fo ' dat enemy yo ' wanta git away from yo ' - he ' s  a enemy tuh 
yo ' • 

(What kind of copper do you mean? ) 
Jes ' buy dis  heah rock coppah [as] , yo ' know, all dat in a can an ' it ' s  always 

kinda in a rock . 
(What do they use it for ? Is that something they use for dogs ? )  
Sho ' d o  - SOME OF ' EM  PUT IT IN A LITTLE BABY ' S FOOD FO ' DE WORMS . 
(What is it suppo sed to do ? )  
I t  makes a smoke an ' makes a scent through de house . Yo ' undahstan ' me . Well , 

dat ' s  supposed tuh go out an ' ketch all d e ,  yo ' know, ketch out ' is tracks an ' 
send evahthin ' out an ' he takes heed tuh ' em . 

[ I  evidently ask about the forks o f  a road . ]  
Well , now dis heah is somebody yo ' wanta cut off . All right no� . Jes ' lak 

dese is two roads from heah tuh heah [ fork of a road ] . Ah know whut chew are 
talkin ' about - ah stayed in de country - an ' den it ' s  some street s [ in town] 

. runnin ' lak dat . Say , "Well , ah wanta cut ' im  off from dere . "  Know whut chew 
kin do wit dat ?  

Now, maybe - j es '  lak if yo ' - yo ' gotta g i t  in touch wit dat person , d e  way 
ah f igure dey do dat . Anyway , ah undahstan ' it , an ' ah done dat . Jes ' lak yo ' 
know it wus ' im  an ' yo ' don ' t wanta git nuthin but ' is track . Try tuh take three 
of ' em  comin' d is way . 

(Coming which way? To you or what ? )  
Yessuh , comin ' tuhwards yo ' , j es '  lak he comin ' tuh d is road disaway , an ' yo ' 

p ick up three of d em .  Now yo ' takes dat track up , undahstan ' me , an ' yo ' mix 
track up wit some sugah .  See , why yo ' always go tta work wit sugah , �· when yo ' 
do in '  somepin yo ' gotta keep thin ' s offa yo ' , undahstan ' - sugah is peace fo ' yo ' .  
Git chew some sugah , cayenne peppah an ' de same brimstone - it ' s  in a rock an ' yo ' 
beat it up r eal f ine . Saltpetah - dat saltpetah goes down nex ' fo ' yo ' .  

All right , now, aftah yo ' git d is heah all along in dat place where yo ' come 
along , yo ' undahstan ' - an ' yo ' sprinkle it , but yo ' gotta git a certain hour . 
Don ' t be afraid an ' don ' t take nobody wit chew, "Ah sprinkle d is heah In de Name 
o f  de Lord . Lord , ah want So-an ' -so tuh stay away from me . Ah want ' fm  tuh git 
anothah term [ in the penitentiary a pen = state prison ] . Ah don ' t wanta be  bo th
abed wit 1 im  no mo ' , In de Name of de Lord . "  Evahthin ' is suppo sed tuh be done 
In de Name of de Lord . Ah done tried it . 

All right , now, yo ' turn roun ' an ' den yo ' go on home an ' yo ' go set a red 
candle . 

(What do you do with those three foot tracks? ) 
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Yo ' take dose three foo t tracks , ah ' m  goin '  tell yo ' now - yo ' go in ' take 
dem an ' care [ carry] ' em  home an ' sack ' em  up an ' make d e  mixtures wit ' em .  Den 
yo ' gotta come back dere tuh dat certain place . Dat ' s  whut ah 'm tellin' tuh yo ' .  

All r ight . Now, af tah yo ' done mix dese mixtures up , as ah tole yo ' tuh do , 
vit saltpetah, cayenne peppah, sugah an ' brimstone , right along at dat place . 
See , yo ' wanta ' ply [ apply] d is heah where he ' s  supposed tuh run in it , an ' care 
it de way he comes - throw it back dataway . Yo ' undahstan ' me . 

(Throw it back the way he comes? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Den yo ' go back home an ' gits yo ' one dose red candles an ' git 

chew three black-haid pins an ' set it in salt an ' peppah at three a ' clock in d e  
-vnin ' .  "Ah ' m  burnin ' i t  f o ' Henry . Ah don ' t  wanta be bothahed wit chew no 
., • . " Jes ' lak yore talkin ' tuh ' im. "Ah don ' t  wanta be bothahed wit So-an ' -so 
DD mo " '  - his name - "an ' ah don ' wan ' ' im tuh stay wit me . Ah don ' wan ' ' im  tuh 
caae transferrin ' back from dat road no mo ' ,  In de Name of de Lord . An ' ah wan ' a  
heah from somebody, tuh know dat d is done happen . "  Yo '  want somebody tuh come up 
an1 tell yo ' suddenly he won ' trouble yo ' no mo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' dat ' s gon' a 
-.ppen . 

All right , now heah ' bout dat ha ir .  Now, yo ' go t ' a  git l ive hair . See , any 
-.ir dat comes out chure haid won ' t  do , yo ' undahstan ' .  Mayb e ,  say, j es '  lak ah 
caab mah hair now. Well , prob ' ly de first hair ah comb out den ,  yo ' ain ' t go t de 
right hair . See , dat f irs ' hair ain ' t nuthin . Jes ' ah comb in '  firs ' out , quite 
matural , yo ' know, some hairs lodge up in dere . Well dat hair is all through dat • 
.,.,, ah ' m  goin ' tuh mah hairdressah an ' ah say , "Ah wan '  chew tuh git  me So-an ' 
• ' s  hair . "  Now, ah 'm goin ' tell ' uh how tuh git dis  hair . 

Say, "Now, when yo ' git d is hair see , yo ' comb an ' brush it good . 
yo '  boun ' tuh git some mo ' aftah dat . "  She go dere tuh git d is heah 
T.ry tuh git some of dis hair kinda lak out de mole of ' er haid , from 
or woman or whoevah it is , dat r emain in de barbah ' s .  

Well now, 
l ive hair . 
j es '  a man 

Say, "Now, when yo ' git ' is hair , t ime yo ' git dat , kinda ball dat hair up so 
.uch air won ' t  take place of dis hair , " yo ' undahstan ' • "Ball da t hair up an ' 
p1t it in yore pocket somewhere an ' yo ' g imme [ g ive me] dis hair . "  

Now ah kin take dis hair , de l ivest hair , an ' ah git me three gold-eye needles 
an' ah'm gon ' a  set d is in oil o f  bergamine . Ah ' m  go in '  try tuh take advantage of 
• �a  now. Fo ' three days an ' nights ah 'm sett in '  d is hair , undahstan ' me good . 
JUv, ah ' m  goin ' take dis heah hair af tah dem three days an ' ah ' m  goin ' sew d is 
bair up in a little sack wit nuthin but sugah . Dat ' s  fo ' tuh br ing ' im  tuh me • 
.OW, ah 'm goin ' take d is hair den an ' ah ' m  go in ' eithah put it in d e  hem of mah 
aadahskirt or roun ' mah waist , anywhere yo ' put it , j es '  as close tuh yo ' nex ' 
£uh yore skin . She goin ' fellah yo ' an ' run aftah yo ' .  Dat ' s  de way ah use dat 
bair . 

. 

An '  de hair from down heah, kin use dat . Yo ' kin take dat hair from down dere 
an' put dat . Git some of dat red vaseline an ' sugah, o il of bergamine an ' grease 
dat up real good . Maybe yo '  have dealin ' s wit ' im, undahstan ' .  Take yo ' a ole 
if it ' s  a ole fren ' , git a ole white piece ; if it ' s  a new fren ' - de same way wit 
dis hair - yo '  git chew a new piec e .  An ' yo ' sew dat hair u p  in it an ' put it 
�un' yo ' somewhere· an ' keep it on yo ' .  Yo ' ain ' t  got no trouble ' bout keepiu' 
• �a .  

[Among the many interao 'se-rag r ites (see subsections on IMPOTENCE , the pre
ceding new-or-old friend one is unique . ]  

Yo ' see , d e  ahamber lye , ah kin use it fo ' luck, bringin' peoples iD yore 
house an ' all sech as dat chew know. 

Fo ' br ingin ' peoples in yore  house ,  yo ' take ahamber lye an'  yo ' save it ovah 
three days an ' nights - j es '  yore ahamber lye . Set it ovah iD de coruah yo ' 
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undahst�n ' an ' aftah yo ' use it stop it up . Den yo ' takes one t easpoonful of 
saltpetah - yo ' don ' wanta cut all ' is nature ' way from ' im , see . Sal tpetah ' s  
good but chew gotta be  careful how yo '  use it . Yo ' put one t easpoonful o f  salt
petah , three teaspoonful of sugah - see , three . 

All right , aftah yo ' put dese heah tuhgethah , git chew Jockey Club - Jockey 
Club is mighty good fo ' a man . Yo ' drop in nine drops of dat in dere . G it chew 
a whole bottle of o il of bergamine . Now,  we goin ' mop some , an ' in three days 
at a certain hour - twelve a ' clock in de mawnin ' , six a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' 
six a ' clock in d e  evenin ' , we go in '  mop . [ See FORMULA 6-1 2-6 , p . 83 0 . ] Open mah 
do ' s  open . 

Now,  lak sandalwood incense , but yo ' use it constantly - sandalwood . Yo ' gits 
one o f  do se little poles [ incense sticks ] dere , aftah ah done mopped , evahthin ' 
open - open mah do ' s  an ' evahthin ' .  Ah 'm goin ' set dis  in de east cornah,  d is 
sandalwood . Yo ' go an ' talk tuh dis incense some an ' pray ovah it , say Our 
Fathah [ Prayer ] 1 "Our Fathah which art in heaven . Hallowed would be thy Name . 
Thou Kingdom come , thou will be done on earth as it is in heaven . But g ive us 
d is day our daily bread an ' forgive us our trespass as we fo ' give do se who tres
pass ag ' inst us . Lead us no t in no temptation but delivah us from all evil . 
Thine is yore kingdom , yo ' powah an ' yo ' glory , fo ' evah . Amen . Lord , if ah ' m  
wrong , fo ' give me ; if ah ' m  right , bless me . Ah wants tuh burn d is incense In de 
Name of de Fathah an 1 de Son fo ' peace an ' success intuh d is house , tuh me . "  An ' 
dey po ' s  [customers pour ] in . 

Take yo ' three white candles - dat ' s  fo ' de laws . Take yo ' a cleah glass . 
Whut ah mean by a cleah glass , not no colored glass - a white glass , j es '  a cleah 
glass . 

(An ordinary glass? ) 
Yessuh . Git it half-fulla watah . Now, mo ' or less de law' s hours is eight 

t ill seven-thirty , but chew g it on up in a town [ downtown] an ' yo ' knows dey 
hours - ain' t dat right ? 

Say , "Now, ah wan ' a  burn d is heah . Ah don ' wan '  de law transferrin ' roun ' 
heah . " See , yo ' go tta talk wit dem, "Ah don ' wan ' d e  laws tramp in '  roun ' heah . "  
Po ' dat glass half-fulla watah an ' set dem three white candles , one heah an ' one 
dere an ' dere,  stand ' em  up . Git chew three matches . Yo ' don ' t light dese on de 
same match - three ma tches . Den when dem matches go out , yo ' git chew three mo ' 
but don '  burn nary one of dem . Undahstan ' me . 

( If one of the matches goes out , you get three more new ones , altogether . You 
have to throw away the two o thers [ two unused ones ] and get three new ones . )  

Three new ones , dem o thah two ain ' t no good . Say , "Ah wanta burn d is ,  ah wan ' 
de law tuh stay 'way from heah . "  YO ' TALKIN ' TO DIS  WATAH WHUT CHEW GOT . Yo ' 
see watah will ' vaporate chew know an ' as watah vaporates , see , now yo ' set dese 
candles in dere an ' yo ' let ' em  burn out . Den yo ' let dat watah set up dere fo ' 
three days an ' see how dat watah go . De law go in ' stop long as  dat time . But , 
if it take yo ' tuh set dem ovah , g it up - if dat watah don ' go dat far mayb e from 
dere in three days , yo ' j es ' say dat dey ' s  pur t ty tough . Yo ' know, de laws is 
purtty busy, hard tuh keep ' em  ' way .  See , ah ' m  go in ' do d e  same thin ' ovah ag ' in. 
Yo 1 may have tuh set it three times . But if yo ' have tuh set it three t imes , don ' 
pay us no ' tenshun , cause it go in ' cut it . But yo ' set it at de hours dat de 
law ' s suppo sed tuh come on an ' de one dat chew think de best . Yo ' know, it ' s  day 
laws an ' night laws - dey ones yo ' workin ' af tah , yo ' undahstan ' ,  mo '  or less . 

Yo ' kin take a shoe ,  j es '  lak yo ' wearin ' dat shoe . Ah ' m  go in ' t ell yo ' de 
way ah wear a shoe . Jes ' lak if ah have a dealin ' wit mah man at night , an ' he ' s  
runnin ' roun ' mo ' den ah wan ' ' im  tuh run aroun ' , ah kin have a dealin ' wit ' im  
at  night an ' j es '  take dis clo th ,  an ' m e  an ' ' im  bo th,  yo ' know, have a act ion,  
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an' af tah we do dis , ah take dis cloth an ' ah double it up , yo ' undabstan ' ,  an ' 
keep it an ' take care of it . Well , prob ' ly when he git  up an ' git outa mah way , 
den ah - see , yo ' kin t ell where it wus soil . Ah cut dis out an ' ah don ' t do 
authin but take me some sugah an ' Jockey Club , an ' put on it , an ' pull up de sole 
of mah shoe an ' put it r ight in de c entah dere . Dat br ings ' fm  down humble tuh 
.e .  Ah kin have a man mostly lak ah wan ' ' im .  In yor e lef ' shoe . 

Yo ' take a woman ' s sock - ah mean a man ' s  sock - yo ' take dis heah sock . Jes ' 
lak mah foot in heah, yo ' kin take an ' turn dat sock bot tom upward s an ' sleep on 
�t ; j es '  lak yo ' got a sheet an ' r ight in de middle of yor e bed an ' yo ' lay on 
dat . Sleep on it fo ' three days . Dat if he ' s  off from yo ' an ' yo ' wan ' ' fm  
hack - undahstan ' ,  lak dat . Dat ' s  whut ' is wife do . But it have tuh be dirty 
yo ' know, he ' s  been wearin ' it . An ' yo ' take dat an ' j es '  put it in de bed an ' 
yo ' kin sleep on dat . Dat ' ll bring ' fm  back . It will worry his mind , trouble 
b1. up an ' g it ' fm  bothahed an ' he ' ll come back soon . 

Den, af tah he come back, don ' evah let ' fm  see dem sock no mo ' .  Fold ' em  up 
�ere an ' hide ' em an ' put ' em  in a clo s e  place where dey will always keep 
.,1st . 

Dat sweat par t of it , yessuh . Yo ' kin take dat sweat par t of a man ' s hat ,  
take dat an ' sew i t  up in a little piec e ,  oil it up . Ah j es '  come tuh yo ' whut 
kind& o il yo ' lak . See , diff ' ren ' people dey believe in goin ' wit diff ' r en ' boys, 
yo ' undahstan ' .  Well , MOS '  EVERYBODY YO ' MEET SAY , "WHUT KINDA PERFUME YO ' LAK? " 
Bav, any kind yo ' lak, yo ' kin use dat ; but any kinda o il yo ' lak, see . An ' yo ' 
oil dat [ hat piec e ]  real good . Yo ' oil dat fo ' nine days - evah nine days , ah 
=ean, yo ' oil it good evah nine days . Sew it up real t ight . Jes ' lak yo ' got a 
nation sack or wherevah yo ' keep yore money at . [See THE "NAT ION SACK" WOMAN , 
p . l449 . ]  Dat ' ll make hfm g ive yo ' money an ' be kind tuh yo ' .  Put it where yo ' 
.,ney is , sew it up an ' oil dat . 

(That ' s  the bow from his hat ? ) 
Yes . 
Well now, yo ' kin take de seat of a man ' s drawahs - yo ' know dey have a fold 

right in heah . Yo ' kin unthread dat an ' take dat out an ' yo ' o il dat up wit de  
Jockey Club fo ' a man . S ew dat up an ' put it wit chure money . He goin ' g ive yo ' 
.,ney sp ite of anythin ' an ' he goin ' sweet ' bout chew, always -be where yo ' is , 
roun ' yo ' ,  lookin ' [at ] yo ' ,  settin '  roun ' yo ' .  But yo ' supposed tuh weah dat 
tbough aroun ' yore waist . See , dat takes advantage of ' fm, an ' he ' ll think mo ' 
of yo ' .  

Well yo ' kin take a cord string , some kinda lit tle twine or somepin in deal in ' 
vit chure man . A whole la t ta mens don ' t  be takin ' much of women - dey let ' em  do 
all dryin ' off or somepin lak dat . But chew have it in yore han ' an ' be done 
tied yo ' nine knots , which some mens is measured . Co ' se ah have measured ' em  -
it ' s  de best tuh measure . Somet imes yo ' kin t ie it an ' nine kno ts  in it an ' it 
vi11 be j es '  de length of a man ' s  thing , yo ' know . Well , yo ' t ie dat somepin lak 
dat an ' den when yo ' go tuh have a dealin ' s  wit me yo ' go tuh dry ' em . Yo ' know, 
j es ' lak down dere yore wet , take dat an ' j es '  wet dat all up wit dat . D en yo ' 
ball dat up , yo ' undahs tan ' me . Yo ' have de str ing long enough so yo ' kin tie 
it aroun ' yor e  waist . D en he cain ' t g i t  ready fo ' nobody but chew. 

[ SHE NOW GIVES ONE OF THE ENDLES S  IMPOTENCE CURES - see IMPOTENCE sec t ions 
later . 1 

He kin go an ' git ' fm  some sweet milk an ' gunpowdah,  da t same Jockey Club whut 
chev had fo ' him [ three ingredient s ] , an ' he kin set dat whut he got up dere fo ' 
Dine days ' fore he go t uh use it . Undahstan ' me , dis milk is boun1 tub clabbah 
up on de man, j es '  as bad when it go tuh work . D en he take dat an ' he wash his
self good wit dat fo ' nine days af tah it set . Den grea se hisself good off wit 
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dat oil of bergamine an ' vaseline, an ' he ' s  ready ag ' in . But he gotta do dat 
chew know . 

Now about dat photograph - same of ' em ' s  [ them is ] tintyp e ,  yo ' know, an ' some 
of ' em  j es '  ordinary . Well now , yo ' kin take a person ' s  photograph an ' set it up 
at  night an ' whatevah yo ' do , yo ' do yore work befo ' dis photograph an ' burn can
dles in front of it . Undahstan ' me . Yo ' wan ' ' im back wit dat photograph . Yo ' 
ain ' t got nuthin but ' is photograph an ' ah ' m  goin '  set dis up , set chure house up, 
nobody in heah but ah an ' yo ' - ah mean but j es '  yo ' .  Take dat saucah, git a 
white one [ see p . 8 23 ] , an ' den set one blue candle in dat . Yo ' call 1 im three 
times at twelve a ' clock . Let dis set dere - dat blue candle an ' dat sugah an ' 
watah an ' let it burn till it burn out . When hit burn out ,  yo ' take dat photo
graph den an ' lay it on its face somewhere in d e  bottom an ' let it stay dere . 
Put it up ovah yore haid somewhere an ' he ' ll be back.  It will bring ' im  back.  

Yo ' kin take a fellah ' s  UPinate or  eithah his bowel ac tion - yo ' know where 
it  at - take dat an ' stop it up in a bottle . Den yo ' kin go anywhere an ' bo ' a 
hole - yo ' don ' t have tuh p ick no kinda tree , j es '  a little solid tree dat ' s  
thrivin ' ,  not daid , chew undahstan ' ,  j es '  since dis tree is alive . Some ole 
trees is daid an ' some of ' em  ain ' t .  Bo ' yo ' a hole in dere  an ' stop it up . 
Dat will make [ his bowels stop ] . 

Whut chew kin do wit dat , take yore undahweah whut chew done had on all day . 
Yo ' go down lak yo ' go on de bed , say yore  prayer s - yo ' know, yo ' watchin ' ' im , 
he ' s  kinda sleepy haid , yo ' know, an ' hang dat up ovah his haid dere . He ' ll 
sleep right dere  till yo ' come back . 

Fo ' luck in gamblin ' . All right , now . Ah ' ll go git me some white lodestone 
fo ' gamblin '  - dat ' s  f o '  white an ' colored , evahbody yo ' meet . Git chew some oil 
of van-van . Yo ' oil dis up , put nine drops on it . See , while yo ' oilin '  dis , 
yo ' turnin ' it ovah an ' ovah . Yo ' g it chew a red flannel cloth an ' yo ' sew dis 
up in dis heah . [ This is a hand. ] Now, ' fore yo 1 do  dis , yo ' go out round yore 
house somewhere ,  if  yo ' wanta go backwards or if yo ' wanta come farwards , yo ' go 
on tuh de back, start at home an ' yo ' ,  yo ' know , UPinate on dis heah . [ Putting 
urine on hand is called feeding. ] Put it in yore pocket ' mongst yore money . 
Have it good an ' f irm ,  j es '  lak yo ' go tuh g it chure money out lak dis heah, yo ' 
have yore money in dere an ' den tech dis heah little thin ' yo ' got . But now de 
way ah ' ve used dat , evah six months - now dat oughta last , if yo ' really do dat 
an ' oil dat up - but ah have always renewed ' em  up in six months . 

Take dat an ' burn dat up tuh a ashes , set  it in front of yo ' an ' go an ' po ' 
dat in runnin ' watah , so thin ' s will run on . But chew renew dat ag ' in .  

(When you get rid of the old one you have to destroy it that way, before you 
take the new one? ) 

Yes , dat ' s  right . 
[ THIS DESTRUCTION OF AN OLD HAND BY FIRE BEFORE MAKING A NEW ONE IS  UNUSUAL . ]  
(Why do you have to go out there in the back part of the house ? )  
Yo ' go roun ' in de back o f  yore  house if - see , yo ' wan ' thin ' s tuh come in 

front of yo ' ,  yo ' under stan ' .  If yo ' in bad luck, quite natural , yo ' wan ' evah
thin ' tuh came befo ' yo ' .  Yo ' wan ' a  start at de back of yore house , so thin ' s 
will come forward tuh to ' . But chew don ' t go roun ' dere wit nuthin but chure 
urinate , when yo ' goin out an ' yo ' tryin ' . But have plenty oil on dere [ your 
hand] so when yo ' go in dere [ to gamble ]  quite natchel people gon ' a  [ say] , "Whut 
is dat ah smell ? "  Don ' t git mad or nuthin . If yo ' don ' t git nuthin [ if you are 
not lucky]  ah want chew tell me why . 

Yo ' kin go tuh d e  graveyard - if yo ' got any relation in der e ,  yo ' know, it ' s  
bettah . Co ' se it ' s  all mad di�t , but if yo ' got any relation an ' yore not ' fraid 
yo ' know . But ah ' m  not ' fraid mahself . Co ' se ah ' ve did sech as dat . Some people 
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say dey are scared tub , but ah know whut tub do wit it cuz ah do ' s  it . 
Well , now dat ' s  fo ' if yo ' wanta make somebody move from heah . Jes ' lak ah 

ca.e in heah an ' we ' s  suppo sed tub be in frien ' ship an ' ah wanta maybe git chew 
• .. y from heah . An ' if yo ' go t a rug or somepin o thah on yore f lo '  yo ' undah
stan ' me , maybe ah ' ll send yo ' out an ' g it me a dr ink or somepin , yo ' undahstan ' 
.e. Now , ah done made WISHE S  AN ' THOUGHTS ovah d is gPaveyard diPt an ' prayed 
ovah it ' fore  ah come round d er e ,  an ' ah say , "Go g it us a drink . " Den ah stick 
dis undah all fo ' cornahs o f  yore rug , undah d e  fo ' cornahs of  i t , d is dirt , an ' 
sprinkle it . Den ah go on out de do ' an ' peep out fo ' yo ' ,  an ' throw a l ittle 
oat dere an ' make a wish dat chew leave 'way from der e .  Den yo ' go in ' way from 
dere . An ' call dem daid fo lks dat chew went tub de grave whare dey wus , call 
41Ke name three times , say , "Ah want s So -an ' -so tub leave heah , In de Name of de 
�- '' 

(Do you do anything out ther e at the grave while you are ge tt ing the d ir t ? ) 
Yo ' pray when yo ' go dere . Yo ' gotta go out dere tub pray yo ' know , tub come 

1D touch wit ' em out d ere . 
�ell now , wha t if a per son is afraid to go to the graveyard ? What are you 

aaim8 to do about that? ) 
Yell , somebody go es fo ' ' em , d ey fr iend . See , j es '  lak if yo ' workin ' fo ' him. 
Yo ' take dis boss name an' yo ' write it down nine t imes , wr ite chure name 

ri&bt in de center o f  dat bo ss ' name . �es ' lak yo ' write [ demonstrates ] de bo ss 
...e down on dis line , den yo ' write chure name r ight in dat nine t imes . Co nse
cr.ate wit da t bo s s . Whut ah mean by consecrat e ,  we wanta pray wit de bo ss on our 
a:lad ,  "De Lord is mah shepherd , ah shall no t want . He maketh me tub lie down in 
.-n pas tures .  He restoreth mah soul . "

. 
Yo ' say dat ole 33rd [ 23 ]  Psalm .  Dat ' s  

.._t it is . 
Bow, af tah yo ' say dat , yo ' go in ' tub read de 14 th chapter of John ' fore yo ' 

8D tuh ' im.  Den yo ' take d is an ' fold it  up an ' take yo ' a dime , da t ' s  de least 
piece of silvah yo ' go t ,  an ' yo ' put it on dat an ' open de Bible . Now , ah ' m  
atady . An ' g it chew some John de Conkah Poo t .  Have dat soaked in Jockey CZub 
-· sugah an ' yo ' take a little piece of  it . [You talk to these thing s . ] "Ah ' m  
8D1D ' down an ' talk tub ' im tuhmorrah mawnin ' . See , ah ain ' t go t no j ob an ' ah 
wmats tub go back tub work purtty soon . "  Whut chew tryin ' is workin ' fo ' peac e 
... An ' yo ' want money , talkin ' tub ' em  [ the preceding things ] , "Ah want s tub 
8D 'back tub work .  Yo ' know ah needs de work . " Look steady at ' im ,  lak dat , yo ' 
.... hstan ' me [when you go to the bo s s ] . De bo ss will give yo ' a wr itten con
cr.act ' fore yo ' leave dere . 

An' yo ' let dat set up dere until yo ' go tub work, wit dat Bible ovah it an ' 
.. � silvah in dere,  unt il yo ' make yore f irs ' payday . Yo ' kin set chure Bible 
.... it . 

(You go down with that John de KOnkah Poo t in your mouth , don ' t you? ) 
Yessuh , but yo ' done soaked it . 
�t do you do with that in your mouth? Just hold it in your mouth? ) 
Sbo ' , dat ' s  de id ea . 
�le you are talking to the bo s s ? ) 
Yes sub . 
(What is goo[eP dust?  What do they say that is? What is it supposed to be? )  
Goo[ah dust is d iff ' ren ' dus t  j es ' lak ho t-feet dust an ' pouxiah yo ' kDow , an' 

all sech as dust . It  a in ' t no sech thin ' as goo[ah dust ,  but dat ' s  all dey talk
s.' 1 bout - dem powdahs . 

GlnYthing that will do you a little harm? ) 
Uh-huh , da t ' s  r ight . 
IDv ,  a f ellah come tuh me , j es ' lak a f ellah go t a itch or somepin othah . Yo ' 
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broke out . Yo ' kin take yo ' some sulphur , vaseline , castor o il ,  bluestone an ' 
yo ' beat dis all up an ' yo ' boil dis  heah so i t  will be pure . Undahstan ' me . 
Den aftah dat yo ' take dis grease an ' sulphur , what somevah yo ' go t dat it an ' 
cook it down tuh a salve . It  kill mo s '  any kinda breakin' out chew go t .  

Jes ' lak if yo ' found some of dat clods [ ? ]  [clo thes? ] ,  you know, [of] the 
per son that did it [ the murder ] ,  undahstan ' me , yo ' kin take dat home an ' put 
alcohol an ' vaseline an ' castor oil  [ three ingredients ]  on it an ' s top it up an ' 
dat person will come back . 

( You mean you have to find something belong ing to the fellow that  did the 
killing? ) 

Dat ' s  r ight , yessuh . 
Jes' lak if i t ' s  lightnin ' an ' yo '  wanta break dis storm or lightnin' up , yo ' 

know , turn dis about , j es '  take a axe an ' go an ' set i t  out in de east  cornah , 
yo ' undahstan ' ,  out dere lak dat an ' stick it up kinda on its  haid yo ' know, lak 
dat , an ' hit ' ll split i t  up . [ For ax as pro tect ion against lightning , see 8 9 2 , 
p . 32 , FAC I ,  2nd ed . ]  

Well , dey claim dat ,  j es '  lak if yo ' go t any daid folks or anythin ' daid , 
undahstan ' ,  yo ' kin git in dere - yo ' know some folks is ' fraid of a whiPl lak 
dat - an ' go r ight in dat ,  go in d er e  prayin ' , "Whut In de Name of de LoPd do yo ' 
want ?  Whut ' s  de trouble? So-an ' -so , who are yo ' ? " Ah ' ve heard of daid folks 
talkin ' wit people lak da t [ from inside of whirlwind ] .  Yo ' go in dere an ' g it in 
dat whiPl , see , yo ' know da t whiPl is  go in ' backwards [counter-clockwise] . Yo ' 
know it kinda ceases . Den yo ' git chew some of dat dir t  an ' trash lak dat ,  an ' 
carry it an ' throw it up in yore house lak dat . Den yo ' ll have ' em  comin ' in , 
daid peoples lak dat ,  an ' at cer tain hour s at night if anythin ' wrong in yore 
house ,  dey will set tle it . 

( If there is anything wrong around your house , what do you mean? ) 
Anythin ' ,  yo ' know , j es '  lak if yo ' believe somebody doin ' somepin tuh yo ' ,  

yo ' git a shovel . See , when dat whiPl git settle lak dat - dey say it settles -
well , yo ' keep da t in yore house but yo ' go t ta throw i t  up dere . 

(From this whirlwind - that  is if somebody is  coming around your house? ) 
Yeah , j es '  lak yo ' see dis heah hor seshoe up heah . 
(Up over that door ? )  
[There was a hor seshoe over the interviewing-room door ! Was i t  put up there 

to pro tect room and house from people I interviewed? ] 
Uh-huh , well , yo ' kin take a forked stick or somepin lak dat an ' yo ' take dat 

stick an ' name it , an ' yo ' kin take p iece [forked s t ick ] , whut chew deal wit chure 
man wit ,  an ' take three nails , j es '  lak yo ' say dis i s  a bag , yo ' d  put it in de 
shape of a bag . Put one r ight in de bag wit new nails ,  three of ' em .  Put one 
r ight in de centah der e ,  an ' one on each end , an ' put dat forked st ick r ight up 
ovah der e .  Dat will keep ' im aPoss-minded wit whut he wanta do [you aPoss, pre
vent his work] . 

(What sort of shape do you make? Or put that  in? ) 
Jes ' lak yo ' go t dis  heah disaway , but chew [demonstrates]  fold i t  tuh yo ' all 

de time . 
(You j ust  fold it [ forked stick ] up into a lit tle bag , a little package , but 

you have to put three nails into i t ? )  
Yessuh , see , put [demonstrates ]  one r ight in de centah an ' one r ight heah an ' 

one r ight der e .  
(Three r ight in a row . Then you put that  over the door and then you put this 

forked stick on top of that . What do you do , nail that  forked s tick on it , too , 
on top of tha t ? ) 

Uh-huh , put a pichure or somep in ovah i t  tuh keep people , yo ' know, from j es '  
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aeein ' whut it is . An ' yo ' don ' t need tuh worry about ' im  not - he ' s  always 
coadn ' undah dat fo ' k  [ under the yoke] . Yo ' kin git evah so mad an' yo ' kin do 
vbut chew want wit ' im; but he may git cross an ' evahthin ' ,  but he ' ll be right 
dere when he end up . 

Sage is a good thin ' , yo ' tote it in yor e pocket . Well , say, if yo ' git 
'rested . Well , dey done ' rest yo ' now an ' done taken yo ' away . While yo ' in 
dere yo ' take some of dis sage an ' go on tuh de lav ' tory an ' put some yoreurinate 
oa dis sage an ' pull dat sole [ insole ] of  yore sho e up an ' put it undah dere, an ' 
stay up ' g ' inst ' em , an ' look right at de j udge an ' talk tuh ' im. He mo ' den apt 
�dismiss yo ' .  If he don ' t ,  he make it mighty light on yo ' .  Yo ' ll come out de 
ri&ht way . Jes ' dat pure sage . Yo ' put it in each sho e ,  yo ' undahstan ' - in 
�th of ' em .  When de j udge talkin ' tuh yo ' ,  don ' have no droopy haid , look up at 'fa. 

(Sage is a good thing for undePWoPld people to carry around with them , isn ' t 
it?) 

Yessuh , a p iece is lucky . An ' IF YO ' GIT ' RESTED , YO ' GOT CHURE OWN BOND AN ' 
FIRE WIT CHEW . Yo ' sho ' do ' s . Now, de reason ah know dis - talkin ' ' bout dis 
�h. ah ' ve really experienced dat . 

Ve go t  ' rested fo ' runnin ' intuh de  Greyhound Bus . Dere wus f ive of us . Uh
'-h, we run intuh de bus . It ' s  j es '  lucky we didn ' t git killed . Mr . Kerr from 
W..t Memphis [ Ark . ] ,  he picked us up twixt dat br idge in West Memphis an ' carried 
.. on back . When ah ' m  goin ' out lak dat , ah takes dat wit me . He called me 
Patty. He says , "Fatty, whuta yo ' doin '  heah? "  Ah got six lit tle kids . So ah ' s 
fiprin ' - so ah thought he kiaked me undah de gun. Ah say, "Hmm, good night , 
t..d have mercy ! Mistuh Kerr , yo ' goin '  ' r est us  heah? We j es '  ovah heah fo ' a 
pod time cuz ah used tuh live ovah heah an ' evahthin ' , "  ah say, "an ' ah brought 
deBe girls ovah heah . Co ' se ah ain ' t got no car an ' we j es '  ridin ' out fo ' a 
aood time . "  He say ,  "Well , t ell de j udge dat . "  Dat whut he tole me , said , "Tell 
lie judge dat , Fatty . "  He carried us  on tuh Memphis .  An ' while we wus - de men , 
ala d idn ' t  tell dem nuthin . Ah say, "Ah ' m  go in ' try dis  tuh see how it act . "  AH 
&!aT ON IN DE LAV ' TORY an ' taken some of dis  sage an ' pull off  mah shoes an ' ah 
peed on it , an ' put some undah both shoes ,  an ' AH PRAYED WHILE AH WUS IN DERE , 
said de Lord ' s  Prayer. 

[GOD IN THE LAVATORY ! "Yes , "  say I and preacher informant in TOMB OF DE BABE 
m' BErHLEHEM: "Angel of God ' s  kingdom will go wit chew wherevah yo ' goes - in de 
�game or in de gamblin ' hall . God in de gamblin '  hall lak He was [ is ]  in 
dlllrc:h. Do yo ' believe dat ? "  I answer " (Yes) . " (See p . 1326 , line 3£ . ) . ] 

De nex ' day he come an ' go t us an ' taken us back tuh West Memphis fo ' trial • 
.e got up dere an ' de j udge axed ' im , an ' he tole 'im he had us all fo ' ridin ' 
�an ' disordahly an ' disturbin ' de peace . Fined de girl whut wus drivin ' 
$125, de othahs $17 . 5 0  [ each? ] .  Now we all tuhgethah . We got anxious . Ah say, 
•.Judge , Yo ' Honor , ah beg mercy of de  co ' t , "  ah said , "but ah ' m  no t guilty. Ah 
41ou' drink whiskey , eithah beer . "  

Be said , "Whut about dis  officah? "  Now, ah ' m  got de stuff [ sage] on me , undah
.can'. He shet up an ' go on . 

De judge say , "Ah t ell yo ' - she commence plead in ' an ' talkin ' about obeyin ' 
411.8 an' lak dat , "  say , "ah ' m  goin '  dismiss yo ' dis  time , an ' yo ' go on home an ' 
.ray home. " 

"Tbank yo ' ,  sub . " 
Vell , ah couldn ' t  believe but nuthin but dat done it . We riaht dere all tuh

pd!ah. .§.!!., MAH RIGHT EYE JUMP. AH BELIEVE IN S IGNS ABOUT CIIUilE EYE JUMPIN ' . 
["If your r ight eye throbs • • •  j umps • • •  quiver s ,  you will soon be laughing; if 

,aar left eye , crying - hence the couplet: Right eye� Laugh eye; left eye; apy 
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eye . FACI ,  2nd ed . ,  4035 , p . l76 . ] 
While ah wus in dere ah tole dose girls - see , dey put us girls tuhgethah an ' 

de mens separate . Ah say , "Ah believe we go in ' be all right . "  So a girl says , 
"Ah know ah 'm  go in ' be all right , ' cuz ah got [ something] ·an ' money" - which she 
had money . Ah didn ' t have no money but [ because]  ' fore evenin ' he had taken it 
o f f  me , which he gived dat back tJJh me all right ' nuff . "Well , ah don ' care ' cuz 
dey hard ovah heah in Wes t  Memphis ,  but a h  believe ah ' ll b e  all right . Mah r ight 
eye keep a-jumpin ' . "  Dat ' s  de way ah come out . Well , dat ' d  de way ah did . 

An ' yo ' got some tough laws heah in dis  town [Memphis itself ] . Ah go t a house 
ah runs , peoples in der e ,  girls  hustlin ' yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' ah do ' s  whut ah kin 
fo ' luck an ' peace. Burns in dere - dey won ' t  be bo thahed . Dey come r ight on de 
othah side of  me an ' git  d em  girls . Dey come in dere one night when dey wus raid
in ' - which ah ' m  doin ' de same thin ' wit de women - he come in dere , he tole me , 
he say , "Whut ' s  de mattah? " Ah wus whuppin '  one of  mah kids , j es '  de - he say, 
"Whut ' s  de  mattah heah? " Ah said , "Well , ah 'm tryin ' tuh make mah kids mind . 
Dey work me so hard , tryin ' tuh take care o f  ' em an ' do whut ah kin fo ' ' em . "  
He said , "Well ,  don' whup ' em  lak dat tuh git somep in tuh eat - heah ' s - shift 
1 em o f f  from roun ' heah, maybe dey do bet tah . "  Dat ' s  whut he tole me . 

(How are the police , pret ty hard on you here? ) 
[ I  a sked very few quest ions about police . ]  
Yessuh ,  purtty tough heah . Dey purtty hard . 
(In some towns the police come around and take some money from you . But they 

don ' t do that here . )  
No , dey don ' t take i t  up dere where we is . Ah ' ve heard in some parts of dis 

town , where de mo s '  o f  dem is at , dey says dey hustles [= shake = shake down ] a 
place an ' do diff ' ren ' thin ' s ,  but dey ain ' t much fo ' thievin ' ovah heah . 

See , j es '  lak dose do ' step s  out dere� yo ' kin take a f ile an ' dig up in de 
ground an ' put dis  heah file , dey straight anyhow, an ' lay dat file down even 
wit dat groun ' down der e ,  an ' ain ' t nobody comin ' cro ss dat file dat ain ' t right 
tuhwards yo ' .  Yo ' kin block away yore enemy , dey cain ' t  do nuthin tuh yo ' .  Dey 
cain ' t come cro s s  dat an ' do yo ' no harm . Supposed tuh git a rusty file . Yo ' 
don ' wan ' a bran ' .-new f ile,  yo ' want a file dat been used . 

Ah use de Red Seal Lye , but now yo ' no t suppo sed tuh use so much lye - lye is 
strong yo ' know, it kill luck . It brings luck an ' kill luck . Yo ' don ' use so 
much lye . Jes ' lak yo ' kin take a tablespoon of lye wit chure othah mixture whut 
chew go t an ' put it in about fo ' gallons o f  watah an ' mop dis  room an ' all dis  
hall an ' it will br ing peace an ' success in several thin ' s .  In a uproar , thin ' s 
will git peaceful an ' thin ' s will git settled aroun ' dere . 

(Put that on the hinges - what for ? )  
Yessuh, yo ' kin take d e  hinges an ' oil o f  [ with] van-van o i l  an ' o i l  of bePga

mine , undahstan ' me . Dat ' s  two dif f ' r en '  oils yo ' go t ,  ain ' t it ? Now ,  yo ' go 
an ' take hinges an ' put in dis oil . Yo ' ll always have luck an ' a whole latta 
frien ' s  who love yo ' an ' do all good at all time . Jes ' keep yore do ' open,  in 
action lak dat , peoples always go in ' tuh an ' fro ' - whatevah kinda place yo ' go t 
j es 1 comin ' in an ' out , an ' den dey comin ' wit peace . Yo ' know, j es '  lak some 
people come tuh a place fo ' ' sturbin ' , but chew kin have evah so much conf idence 
an ' so much luck dat evahthin ' is  peaceful . Go in ' out - WHEN YO ' GO OUT , EVAH 
DO ' YO ' GOT , JES ' SLAM IT . 

Well , yo ' take dis toad!Pog while he ' s  ' live , j es '  lak yo ' d wanta put ' im in 
peoples , an ' while he ' s  ' live yo ' put ' im in some ho t watah already ' live . Shet 
somep in up on ' im - see , he ' s  ' live when he went in dere . Undahstan ' ,  yo ' don '  
wanta kill ' im when yo ' put ' im in dere . Put ' im  in dere ' live an ' j es '  turn 
yore back on ' im, or somepin lak dat ,  an ' shet ' im up an ' let ' im  boil . See . 
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Den yo ' take dat watah whut chew go t in dere , yo ' undahstan1 1 an' doa' atr.aia it; 
put it in some whiskey or somepin an ' give it tuh a person tuh drink. 1�'11 pu� 
live frogs in ' em .  

Now ,  yo ' know d e  way yo ' git ' em  out , yo ' use olive oil . Yo ' kin take olive 
oil an ' turpentine an ' mix. it wit sugah an ' sulphur , an ' make it all up l&k aiz
ture , lak in a mess , an ' yo ' shakes dis up an ' yo ' drinks dat af tah da� live fros. 
yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' yo ' bath in saltpetah all de time yo ' doin ' dat . De froas 
�· yo '  see ' em  workin ' through de skin lak dat . 

Yo ' kin take a bat , yo ' kin take 'im an ' yo ' git dat leathah part outa 'im an' 
use dat , an ' grease a man wit it lak dat an ' dat ' ll kill ' is nature - dat ba� 
whut fly about in de air . 

Well , a snail de same thin ' - do dat j es '  lak yo ' kill a bat . Take dat an ' 
put it up in dere - when yo ' git dat out dere - git it up dere somewheres or 
o thah , de snail skin lak dat , lak yo ' do dem strings . Dat will tie a man up. 

Well , ah tell yo ' ' bout a red onion . Yo ' take a red onion , if yore man ' s  is 
fussy . Take dat an ' set it in some sugah, an ' yo ' take dat watah aftah yo ' set 
it - chew know, draw dat watah . Dat onion , yo ' know yo ' kin put sugah on it an ' 
dat will draw dat watah out o f  it . Den yo ' put it in yore mop whut yo ' go t in 
dere an ' it ' ll make him quiet an ' peaceful , an ' he ' ll quit fussin ' wit chew. 

(You j us t  mo p  with that water then? ) 
Yessuh ,  open yo ' do ' s  up . S ee , yo ' air out all dat j unk he been doin ' , yo ' 

air all dat out . 

"TOOTHACHE-TREE" DOCTOR 

WE CALL IT DE "TOOTHACHE TREE" IN DIS COUNTRY • • •  
IT HAS THINGS ON IT JES' LAK A PUSSON'S TEETH AN' GUMS • • •  

TAKE TWO OF DOSE [TOOTH-LIKE BARK PROJECTIONS] • • •  
DEN YUH' LL FIN' A LITTLE CUP [BARK INDENT AT ION] • • •  

[TOOTH PROJECTION] SETS • • •  DOWN IN DE MIDDLE OF DAT • • •  
DAT'S LUCKY TO GAMBLE WIT • • •  

(WHAT OTHER NAME HAS THAT "TOOTHACHE TREE") 
WELL IT'S KNOWN AS DE YALLAH PRICKLY ASH • • •  

DAT BA 'K [BARK] • • •  IT'S REAL HOT • • •  
YO ' GOT A HALLAH IN YORE TEETH • • •  
PUT A LITTLE OF DAT BA 'K IN DERE 

AN' IN A FEW MINUTES IT [PAIN] STOPPED 

YO' KIN GO TUH DIS [MURDERED] MAN 
AN' KETCH 'IM BY DE HAN' • • •  

PULL 'IS HAN' - DON'T CARE HOW STIFF 'E IS 
AN' AST 'IM "DID SO-AN' -SO KILL YUH" 

AN' HE'LL GIT LIMBAH ALL OVAH 

BRUNSWICK , GEORGIA 

[This doator has the usual diverse rites , all new, including: too�bache 
cure. divination to discover murderer (these 2 in title quotations) . sell self 
�o devil at  crossroads at  midnight with sacrifice o f  black chicken. ano�her 
variant of  black cat lucky bone , a complicated goofer dust blown �brough �he 
keyhole , and o ther things . The material is on cylinders C521-c527 • 2102-2108.] 
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Well , now de way dat chew do dat , yo ' git nine stran ' s of  de hair see , an ' yo ' 
take de nine stran ' s of  hair an ' yo ' wr i te de ' pe stles ' name on a piec-e of papah , 
an ' yo ' take dat intuh d e  woods or any place where dere ' s  trees , but it ' s  a cer
tain tree . An ' yo ' take yore pocketknife an ' cut yo '  a li ttle sl it intuh de ba ' k , 
an ' yo ' put one s tran ' in each tree until yo ' have gone tuh nine trees . An ' af tah 
yo ' git tuh de nine trees , why den yo ' say whatsomevah dat yo ' wanta happen tuh 
dose people - try ' em ,  make ' em  move , make ' em  leave . Why yo ' j es '  call dey name 
three times , an ' BLOW YO ' BREATH intuh de ba ' k  of de las ' one . 

(Now what kind of  a tree do you go to? ) 
Yo ' kin go tuh a gum tree , go tuh a cypress tree , go tuh a cedah tree , an ' yo ' 

go tuh a poplah tree , an ' yo ' go tuh whut we call a bay tree , an ' yo ' go den tuh 
whut is known as de pine tree . 

(That ' s  six of  them . Then there are three other trees . )  
Yes sir . 
(Now what do you do wi th that paper that  has the twelve apos tles on it?  What 

do you do with that? ) 
Yo ' j es '  take dat an ' yo ' wrap one stran ' of  hair in de papah, fold it up in 

de papah . 
(In other words you have to have nine slips of paper , and each strand of hair 

is one slip of paper . )  
Yes sir . 
(And you want to make the wish in the ninth hole , what you want done . ) 
Dere ' s  anothah way [ to use hair ] . Yo ' kin take de hair an ' put it  intuh a 

j ah [ j ar ]  - yo ' might say a small pickle j ah - an ' git a bran ' -new pocketknife 
dat has nevah been opened , nevah been used , an ' take de hair an ' put it in de 
pocketknife [demonstrates ] . 

(You open the pocketknife and put the hair in there . Do you close the pocket
knife then or leave it open? ) 

Yo ' close one blade , de blade dat chew go t  d e  hair in . Yo ' close dat blade 
an ' den yo ' open de smallah blade an ' turn it wit de blade down . An ' if yo ' kin 
git de [ foo t ]  track , put one han ' in one track - de right han ' in de r ight track 
an ' de left han ' in de lef t  track , an ' take up j es '  a little small pinch of dirt  
out  de hallah of  dere feet , as neah as yo ' kin git it , pack it tuhgethah an ' put 
it in de j ar .  Den yo ' put s  d e  knife in d e  jar ,  an ' den call de pusson name three 
t imes , an ' BLOW YORE BREATH IN DE JAR EACH TIM E ,  an ' put chure stoppah in dere 
an ' put it undah de s teps . 

(What will that do then when you do that ? )  
Well , i t  seems it draw d e  ' tenshun o f  dere min ' . Sometime ,  yo ' know, a fellah 

will seem worried about somp in . He doesn ' t know if he worr ied about some [ one 
a t ]  home , he wanta go home an ' see somebody . Well , he ' ll git worr ied an ' wanta 
leave an ' go tuh ano thah place , see . Well , dat put s  it in ' is min ' . It seem tuh 
' trac t ' is min ' tuh where he ' ll leave back tuh , lak as [ they] say . 

(Well , I mean , when you put that under the fellow ' s step do you say , "Go", 
to run him away or what? ) 

Well , yo ' kin put it  at  chure steps an ' make him visit chew . 
(Oh , a woman would do that to a man to make him come to her . )  
Well now,  dere ' s  one mo ' thing yo ' kin do wi t ' is track . Yo ' pick up ' is 

track an ' yo ' take it an ' put it  on a bo ' d  an ' put it in a small cup an ' [ a  tin 
can with lid - see later ] , an ' put it  on a bo ' d  an ' j es '  say tuh ' im , say tuh d i s  
cup , dat chew got dis track in , say , "Yo ' shall go an ' shall travel as long as de 
watah runs ." An ' yo ' put dat ovahbo ' d  an ' dat floa t s . 

(You put this cup on the board and the board floa t s . You take ei ther track 
or both of  them? ) 
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Both o f  'em , BUT CHEW CAN ' T  CROSS DE TRACK, YO ' HAVE TUH USE DE B.IGBr BAIID FO 
DE RIGHT-HAN ' [TRACK] AN ' DE LEF ' HAN ' FO ' DE LEF ' TRACK . D en yo ' k1D briaa it 
tahgethah in yo ' han ' an ' yo ' kin put it in de cup an ' yo ' set it on de bo'd, de 
ya' go an ' fas t en de cup up . Yo ' j es '  say tub de cup an ' blow yo ' breath in dat 
� "Long as dis wa tab shall f low , yo ' shall be mavin ' • " 

(In p icking up that dir t , you p ick up a p inch in the r ight hand ou t of the 
riaht track and a p inch ou t of  the lef t with the lef t hand . That is getting the 
person. )  

Dat ' s  r ight . 
Well now, yo ' kin go tub de fo ' k  of de road at  a cer ' in hour , AT TWELVE A'CLO( 

A% RIGHT , an ' yo ' kin STAN ' IN DE FO ' KS OF DE ROAD WIT A BRAN ' -NEW FO ' K  IN YO ' 
.aR' AN' A BLACK CHICKEN DAT ' S  NEVAH LAID A AIG . An ' den yo ' kin stoop down an ' 
bke an ' PIN DIS  FO ' K  THROUGH DIS [ LIVE ] CHICKEN ' S  CRAW, PIN ' IM DOWN TO DE GROUl 
AD' den someone will appeah , A SPIRIT WILL APPEAR , an ' what evah yo ' wanta learn, 
!illy yo ' kin do it . 

· 

(You p in that fork through the chicken while i t  is alive?) 
Vb ile it ' s  ' live . 
� t  t ime do you go ou t to  that road , night or morning? ) 
Twelve a ' clock at night . 
Dis a little diff ' ren from dat [ preceding r it e  of selling self to devil ] . 

&ell, ano thah way tub do dat is yo ' kin take a black cat wit ' ou t  a [whit e ]  spo t 
aa 'im an ' at  twelve a ' clock a t  night go tub a wa tah where i t ' s  a runnin ' stream 
Xt runs one way , no t a t idewatah . Yo ' take de cat ' live an ' pu t ' im  intuh a can 
... yo' pu t j es '  so much watah , j es '  so de cat will keep ' is haid up ' bove de 
.. tah, yo ' see . An ' den yo ' star t it wit a slow f iah an ' yo ' shet de can down , 
f!! weights on it . An ' den diff ' ren things will appeah , but if yo ' kin s tan ' tu 
.ee 'em come - unt il dis cat boil t ill he ' s  done . He ' ll pur tty neah talk in dat 
�· Bu t af tah he come out - well , when yo ' through ,  dere come a storm, sometim 
� vill appeah lak yo ' see a cow or bull or snake of some kind . Bu t now when he 
l!ts through boilin ' , yo ' takes it ou t an ' takes a bone . If yo ' by yo ' self , tak 
a &lass an ' pu t de glass or mirror in front of yo ' ,  an ' yo ' pas s  de bone through 
� top ,  in yore l ips , so in ordah , in case if yo ' git de righ t bone , yo' done se 
�so. An ' dat ' s  j es '  de bone tub have . An ' den if yo ' is nevah wher e yo' kin 
.U dat, ag ' in yo ' kin pass de bone when yo ' doesn ' t see yo ' self , den yo' throw d 
laDe intuh de watah , an ' de bone den will swim upstream an ' de rest will go down 

(Then what do you do with that. bone af t er you get it? ) 
Yo ' carry da t bone , an ' if yo ' wanta go in a place an ' don ' t wanna be seen,  

1!£ de bone in yore mou th ,  an ' de peopl e  b e  standin '  dere all r ight ' nuf f ,  but 
-.body wo n '  t see yo 1 • 

Hit ' s  [urine is ] only good fo ' ,  hit ' ll kill a [ hoodoo ] germ . Jes ' say fo ' 
.S.Stance if y o ' thought somebody had put sompin at chure gat e tub harm yo ' , �  
caald throw it a t  de gate an ' dat will kill dat . 

(Put the ahambeP Zye ou t there .)  
Yes sir . 
Yell now, dey say yo ' kin take it • • •  
[I interrupt to notate what we are going to talk abou t . To save space ay 

� tion abou t ahambeP Zye or urine was not recorded . ]  
(Tak e his ahambeP Zye. ) 
tak e ' is ahambeP Zye an ' pu t i t  in a can dere [ in your home] , yo '  see vhut ah 

..-n, an ' dey say dat will make 'em love yo ' . 
[ I  now ask an unrecorded quest ion abou t the bowels . ]  
Vell now, dey ' ll take i t  an ' put  it in a bot tle . 
(Th is passag e . ) 
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De passage ,  put it in a bot tle o r  j ar ,  an ' dey ' ll bury it . An ' dey git  a frog 
wit a numbah on ' em . Yo ' know we have whut is known in dis country as toad[Pogs . 
Jumps about dis way [demons trates ] in de trees , on de ground , anywhere .  But if 
yo ' turn 'im ovah , he go t a numbah on ' is belly, an ' if he  hasn ' t  got no numb;b, 
he ' s  no good. He have tub have dat numbah . If he got  a numbah fo ' ,  numbah one, 
numbah two , or numbah three - even tub a ought , yo ' see . An ' dey take ' im an ' 
carry ' im  to a ants nest an ' let de ants eat de flesh off ' im , aftih;Yo ' cook ' im  
yo ' know. Den af tah dey eat s  de  flesh off ' im ,  den yo ' go tub work den an 1 f ind 
a bone wit a f ishhook in i t ,  an ' d en yo ' take an ' tie nine - take a cord an•-go
roun ' dis j ar nine t imes , roun ' de  jar on de out sid e .  Yo ' count nine times . Den 
yo ' hook dat f ishhook in der e  [ the cord ] an ' yo ' bury dat tub de groun ' . [ For 
f rogs with numbers ,  see p . 559 , Nos.l892-18 93 , and el sewher e . ] 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat locks his bowel s. 
(You hook this fishhook into this twine that you had tied on the outside,  but 

you have this f ellow ' s  business inside the j ar . Then you bury that j ar . That 
locks his bowels? ) 

Locks ' is bowel s . 
[The preced ing buried bo t tle or j ar is suff ic ient for locked bowel s ; the frog 

fishhook ,  usually used for other purposes , being a work of supererogation .  Re
member , a doatoP is a law unto himself . ]  

Well , now dey 'll take dat , de clo th , a woman kin use dat . 
(That she uses each month? ) 
Yes sir . She kin take it an ' put it intuh food dat chew eat an ' dat makes yo ' 

love her . 
(Ther e ' s  no thing the man can do with that to harm the woman? )  
No t dat ah evah knowed o f . 
Well , now der e ' s  three or fo ' ways yo ' kin do dat . But if yo ' knew, if yo ' 

know d e  person dat ' s  done it or  have de idea who done it . 
(If  you have any idea o f  the man who killed this f ellow? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight , if yo ' got an idea who done it , yo ' kin go tub dis man an ' ketch 

' im by de  han ' - tub de  dead man an ' pull ' is han ' , don ' t care how s t i f f  ' e  is , 
an ' ast ' im ,  "Did So-an ' -so kill yo ' ?" An ' he 'll git l imbah all ovah . [This is 
a rare r it e  in my experience . ] 

(You j ust keep call ing the names of var ious people  whom you think did that . 
When you get the r ight name , why this f ellow, this corpse will come limber . )  

Come limbah. 
If he asleep when she goes out , she kin put her undahpiece ovah his face  an ' 

he won ' t wake up t ill she come back . 
Well , dat ' s  breakin ' up f rom one ' nothah, de way dat ' s  done . Jes ' [like] now, 

if a f ellah wus co ' tin ' [ cour t ing ] a girl an ' he f ell out wit ' er. Well , tub git 
' er off ' is min ' , or tub git ' er min ' o f fa ' fm, he burn de fo ' cornahs off  de 
let tabs . 

(If  she writes to him . ) 
If she writes tub ' fm . 
D e  special thing on dat is we got a thing dat is known as a bat - a leathah

wing bat . Well , yo ' git nine o f  dose , an ' yo ' gi t some silk thread an ' yo ' s tr ing 
' em  j es '  lak wit beads , an ' yo ' fas ten it above his muscles - fas t en it above ' is 

muscle ,  an ' dat ' s  lucky fo ' gamblin ' . 
(Well , what do you do with those nine bats then? ) 
Yo ' j es '  g i t  d e  hear t ,  j es '  d e . hear t . 
[ Nine bat hear ts  is mos t  unusual for the bat-hear t r ite . ] 
(You have to have nine o f  them . And where do you wear them? ) 
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Yes sir , yo ' have 'em on yore  ahm [arm] jes ' above yore muscles . 
(You have to wear those  nine hear t s  for luck in gambl ing .) 

2033 

Well , now we go tuh cer tain trees . WE HAVE A TREE DAT IS KNOWN AS A "TOOTH
ACl/E TREE" - we call it de  too thaahe t:roee in dis country . 

Now , yo ' go tuh dis  too thaahe t:roee an ' yo ' skin de ba 'k,  de rough ba 'k  off ,  
�t i t  has things on  it j es '  lak a pussun ' s teeth an ' gums , an ' it  be - well, 
.u.ettme it b e  about two inches apart . Well , yo ' take two of do se [ tooth-like 
bark proj ect ions ] , an ' yo ' cut de f ir s t , cut de  too th off , an ' den yuh ' ll  fin' a 
1ittle cup - it looks kinda lak glass - sets r ight down in de middle of dat . 
� .  now dat 's  lucky tuh gamble wit .  

(Wha t do you do , j ust  carry tha t ? ) 
Yes sir . 
(Wha t o ther name has that too thaahe t:roee? ) 
Vell , it ' s  know as de  yallah prickly ash . 
(W ell , why do they call it the too thaahe t:roee? ) 
Well , cuz it  has teethses kinda lak a human .  
An' den why dey call it too thaahe t:roee , yo ' take dat ba 'k,  de same ba 'k,  an ' 

�· s real ho t ,  an ' yo ' take an ' skin it  back, an ' yo ' got where yo ' got a hallah 
t. ZQre teeth , yo ' kin put a little of dat ba 'k in der e  an ' in a few minutes it  
[pain] stopped . 

( It stops the too thache . )  
Yes sir , it kills de  nerves in de too th . 
Vell now sometime yo ' GIT A SPLINTAH OFFA TREE DAT ' S  BEEN STRUCK BY LIGHTNIN ' ,  

... IF YO ' S  GOT A TEETHACHE an ' yo ' pick yore teeth wit it , dat will stop it . 
Sage is fo ' suits in co ' t ,  where a f ellah is goin ' be tried . If he go in ' be 

� in co ' t  he git ' im twelve sage leaves , green sage leaves , an ' write de  
�ve apostles on a small piece of papah . Take a little muc 'lage , sompin dat 
-'11 st ick de  leaves tuhgethah , an ' dey stick eight of 'em - ah mean , put six in 
a.e shoe an ' six in de o thah one , an ' don ' t  take no thoughts of what he will say 
� de j udge or to de j urors ,  an ' dey wo n ' t  fin '  no true bill 'g 'nst 'tm . 

(Be can put each six leaves together into one leave by using glue in them . ) 
Dat ' s right . 
(Wha t  is goo[e:ro dust? ) 
Yell , goo[e:ro dust is made of six insexes [ insec t s ] :  take a frog an ' cut 'is 

a..d off , take a snake an ' cut 'is  head off ,  an ' a lizard an ' cut 'is  head off , 
1!£ a grubworm an ' cut ' is head off , an ' git a groun ' puppy an ' cut 'is  head off . 
�·bang it  [ them ] up  d e  chimley , j es '  any chtmley lak dat , an ' keep a slow fiah 
�· a little smoke - onto do se things fo ' nine day s unt il dey git perfec ' ly dry . 

_JII aftah i t  gits dry , yo ' take it  on a anvil or  piece  of iron,  pu t ' im in a rag 
�beat it up . Yo ' beat  dat dust up f ine an ' den put it in a guart jar . Yo ' 
118 put Coca-Cola on it , or yo ' kin j e s '  bo il some coffee an ' don ' t  put no sweet
-'-' in it an ' strain it  good , po ' it in dat jar . An ' af tah yo ' po ' it in dere , 
JD1 put de dust in der e  - a par t of it . An ' den shet de j ar r eally air- t ight 
... in twenty- fa ' hours i t  will ge:ram baak intuh livin ' thing s - livin ' snakes ,  
f!ass, an ' scorpions an ' lizards .  Den de goo[e:ro dust yo ' got i s  good . Yo ' take 
�dust an ' whatevah yo ' wanta do wit it fo ' luck or  any thin ' ,  why yo ' go t it  
.... 

(Well now, give me one example of what you could do with that dust .) 
�. dey say it 's  lucky . Yo ' kin take it an ' sew it  up intuh a bag , den sew 

a pieee of r ed flannel round i t  an ' carry it  wit yo ' .  
(Could you harm anybody with it? ) 
Oh, yes sir . 
(Bow would you harm somebody? ) 
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Well , lak if yo ' wanta harm anybody wit it , yo ' have tuh carry it tuh where dat 
chew kin PUT IT INTUH A REED - j es '  a cane or anythin ' dat ' s  got a [ hollow] stem 
in it  - an ' yo ' put it in de end of it , see . Den GO TUH DE KEYHOL E of de do ' at  
eleven a ' clock an ' BL OW DE DUST INTUH DE DO ' .  

(What would happen to them then? ) 
Well , dere won ' t  b e  nobody dere in nine day s ,  evahbody will l eave . Eithah dey 

fall out , git mad wit one anothah, [ o r ]  will pick up an ' Paise Sam [Sam = devil ] 
one gain ' one way an ' some gain ' anothah . 

(What were tho se six things you used , now? ) 
[This is not a tricky question, merely a recheck. ] 
Dat wus a frog , a scorpion , l izards ,  groun ' puppies an ' grubworm haid . 
(That ' s  f ive . Then you said a snake d idn ' t you? That ' s  six . ) 
Yes sir . 
Yo ' git what is known den as John de Conkah. Yo ' take three pieces of John 

de Conkah an ' put one in de middle of de  house ovah de do ' ,  one at de back do ' ,  
an ' one at de  front do ' - three pieces . 

(That will br ing in customers? ) 
Yes sir . 
Now de  way dat ' s  done , yo ' git a bottle of whiskey , wit no label or no pappah 

on de bo ttle,  an ' yo ' take it an ' dig down three feet undah de  house an ' bury 
dat , an ' say , "Nuthin shall harm me . "  Dat keeps dem away .  

(That keeps the law away . )  
[A bottle of whiskey without a label is moonshine whiskey . If a par t of the 

spirit of the whiskey is hidden and unidentifiabl e ,  the whole of it is  (see PART 
OF SP IRIT EQUAL S WHOL E  OF SP IRIT , p .21) . This privilege extends  to the boot
legger . Further , the bottle buried three feet means in the Three Highest Names, 
which fortify the present incantation . This is my only example of the r ite . D id 
informant make it up on the spur of the moment ?  I doubt  it . Even if he had , it  
i s  for him a legimate piece of magic - therefore for me . ]  

Dere ' s  a thing in medicine we call de  yanktem an ' yo ' kin g ive ' em  dat , an ' 
dey can ' t even stan ' de smell of it . 

[The author now makes one of many futile attempts to identify a root - most of 
them unrecorded to save space . ]  

(Is  it something you buy at  the drug store? ) 
Yes sir , yo' k in git it  tuh de drug sto ' , or yo ' kin git it in de  woods .  
(Yanktem? What i s  it , a root of some sort? ) 
It ' s  a root , yes sir - make intuh a extract . 
(Do you know how it looks , what the root looks l ike? ) 
Yes sir . Well , it ' s  a root dat has a stem tuh it . It  grows up wit wide leaves 

an ' ha s  a awful sweet odor an ' it ' s  real hard - j es '  as hard as  it  kin b e ,  de root 
of i t . 

(Has it a flower ? What kind of flower has it ? )  
It has a tassel lak corn - have a tassel on it . 
[ Informant decides to do the same thing in another way. ] 
Well , now anothah way will do dat . Yo ' go an ' git three candles - see , burn 

' em  candles . Go at twelve a ' clock at night an ' d ig a hole dat will conceal dese 
candles - yo ' d ig three holes . An ' evah time yo ' light all three dose candles . 
Yo ' l ight one - b efo ' yo ' l ight it , yo ' git chew some lard dat ' s  nevah been used 
in a package , an ' yo ' grease dat candle . An ' when de  candle star t tuh burn, den 
yo ' po ' de lard on dere . Dat lard will begin tuh melt an ' will run down . An ' yd 
take some sal t dat ' s  nevah been use , a new box o f  sal t ,  an ' yo ' spr inkle it on 
dat candle . An ' den when yo ' do dat , yo ' take dat candle an ' turn it bot tom up
wards intuh de wall [ side of the hol e ] , an ' say tuh de thief , dat he shall bring 
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back de stolen goods . An ' den when yo ' go roun ' [the holes ] go roua' tuh evah 
one of ' em  [candles ] .  An ' evah time yo ' git tub de one [ you do the aa.e th�ng], 
[unt il ]  dat yo ' g it tub de third one . Yo ' turn it ovah an ' put chure lard on 
dere an ' set it af iah . An ' den when it begin tub burn , spr inkle de salt on �t. 
AD' den yo ' say tub de thief three tim es , "Yo ' shall bring back de stolen aoocls." 
AD' turn dat candle ovah an ' covah hit up . [Do that ] unt il yo ' git tuh de last 
aae, an ' say de same th ing to all three unt il yo ' bury de all three of 'ea. V� 
wit ' in three days or three weeks , he ' ll be back w it it . 

�t kind of candles do you u se? ) 
Well , yo ' use ,  it doesn 't  mattah whethah dey red ones - yes , any color . 
(Row , when you dig those three holes , you put those three candles , each one �n 

each hole ,  the candles are upr ight . )  
Dat ' s  right , upr ight . 
(But when you start to burn them, before you start , you turn that candle up

afd.e dow n .  ) 
[I am mistaken . Here I am thinking of the New Orleans method of cutt ing off 

tbe wick and making a new wick at the bottom of the candle - this is turning the 
caadle up side down. ] 

Aftah it ' s  burned - yo ' see , when it ' s  st ickin ' up , when it ' s  burnin ' , yo ' put 
Cbare lard roun ' dere an ' de candle den w ill melt de lard , an ' de lard w ill run 
.awn. Den yo ' spr inkle dat w it salt , an ' take de candle an ' jes ' turn it r ight 
cmah [upside down] • 

(That put s the candle out ? )  
Dat ' s  right . An ' covah de hole up . 
Row, anothah way , if yo ' wanta take care of yore home . Fo ' ninstance ,  say yo ' 

-n out an ' leave a do ' open . Well , yo 1 doesn ' t  wanta say , "Well , ah leave mah 
41D' open , somebody come in heah . " 

Yo ' take a candle intuh a high j ar or cup where it can 't  be seen , w here it be 
tddden, an ' yo ' l ight dat candle an ' set it down in dere ,  an ' let it burn whilst 
70' gon e .  H it takes care of d e  home whilst chew away . 

[It al so takes aare of burning the hou se down! ] 
De w ire nails , dat is square nails - dese square nails de ' use  dem fo ' runnahs 

(a staple - a small two-pronged tack] . Fo ' ninstance if a per son wanta run a 
f!rSOD off , he git ' im nine of dose nails , an ' he call de person name an ' hit 
..ch one dose nail s ,  he call ' is name ag ' in an ' hit de othah one , t ill he hit all 
� of ' em  one l ick . Well , dey do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' he drive den nine 
w.ils up dere nine maw nin ' s ,  but he calls yore name each tim e .  Well , den yo ' 
.arTied den . Ah don ' t  care where yo ' at yo ' worried , yo ' wanta leave - yo ' don ' t 
... ta be round dere  no mo ' .  Dat ' s  whut dey calls runnin ' .  

�ere do you drive tho se nails? ) 
Ye ll , yo ' kin drive ' em in a hou se or yo ' kin drive ' em  in a tree - j es '  any 

�e where it works [where you can drive them] . 
Dey kin use pennies too , fo ' lu ck . 
(How do you use tho se? ) 
Ye ll yo ' take a penny an ' yo ' drive it in yore do ' - drive it r ight down �n 

,are. right in de middle of yore  do ' .  Take a nail an ' make yo ' a hole through 
ft aD I drive yor e  penny dOWn through de dO I o 

(The front door ? )  
De front do ' ,  yes sir . 
(That ' s  for lu ck . )  
[I f ir st heard this penny- in-the-door rite on a train (see 2108. p.611) and 

WDald hear it a hundred more  tim es as here and al so in many other foras.] 
&ell, dey do dat tub keep from bein ' poisoned. Say fo ' ninstance uow, if a 
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person put down sompin fo ' yo ' .  All right , if yo ' walk ovah it - if yo ' go t dat 
dime , yo ' no t supposed tuh ket ch it , de d ime suppo sed tuh ket ch it . Den when de 
dime ketch it , it turns it black.  

Well , no t  dat - we use dat an ' lodestone . Yo ' scrape de dime or f ile it an ' 
take an ' put it wit what is known as black lodestone an ' yo ' t ie dat up in a bag . 
Dat ' s  luck . 

(You put this silver dust and this lodestone together and put it in a bag . 
That ' s  for luck? ) 

Yes sir . 
Now ,  fo ' ninstance now, one way wit red peppah . If a person come in yore 

house an ' yo ' don ' t  want ' em in dere an ' if dey ' s  got some kinda disease , yo ' 
figah [ f igure]  dey go t some sore - kinda cancer sore o r  bad sompin othah - yo ' 
take dat red peppah an ' sprinkle a little bit on de flo ' ,  an ' dey won ' t  be dere 
but a few minutes .  Dey be gone . 

Yo ' have tuh t ie nine kno ts fo ' 'im. 
Well , de  way dat ' s  done , yo ' go t de  measure of  his f ingah , an ' den yo ' � 

from one joint of 'is  f ingah tuh de o thah j oint , an ' yo ' make nine kno t s  in dat . 
Den yo ' take dose nine knot s  an ' yo ' goes tuh where a house is  go t a block [ set 
up above the ground on blocks ] , not a pillah but jes ' a ord 'nary wooden block.  
An ' den yo ' go tta jack dat house ,  or put it up high enough dat chew kin git dis 
cloth [measure] in dat pillah [ block] . An ' den see , de sill set s on top of dat . 

(Wha t will that do then? ) 
Well , now dat makes dat per son - makes dat person he ga in ' like yo ' an ' think 

a whole lo t of yo ' .  Do anythin ' yo ' ask ' im tuh do . 
Now ,  yo ' kin take de same powdahs.- de man kin take de same powdahs an ' lay 

dat on de woman ' s  breast . Dat ' s  tuh draw de - an ' rub 'er breast wit it  in a 
salve . Put it  in a salve , if yo ' wanta ,  an ' yo ' kin go dere an ' j es '  rub ' er 
breast wit it . Den dat nature - dat womb is open .  

(That unlocks them . ) 
[These powder s  to untie a man and woman tied up together were probably named 

while my machine was stopped . I failed to make cer tain that they would be  in the 
text by reasking for or  repeat ing the name or names . ]  

[Among many d ishrag rites (see subsubsec t ion D I SH RAG in volume 3 and o ther 
places ) , the following rite  with 7 or 9 dishrags is unusual : ]  

Well , dey [women] take de  dishrag yo ' see , j es '  have connec t ion wit a man , an ' 
dey ' ll wipe 'im off yo ' see wit de  dishrag , unt il dey gits as much as six or 
seven of  'em , or nine of  'em . An ' den dey 'll hide dem at a certain plac e ,  j es '  
hide 'em anywhere where he can ' t  f ind 'em , or where dey won ' t  be  used any mo ' .  
An ' den when he comes tuh ' er , he all right wit ' er . He kin go wit ' er all r ight, 
but he can ' t  go wit no o thah woman . 

He kin go an ' watch ' er j es '  as she washes de dishes - see , wit de same cloth , 
wit de dishrag [ that tied him up ] ,  an ' he go dere an ' [ steal dat rag ] whilst 'er 
hand is warm on dere , an ' git some place tuh 'imself , an ' he rub 'imself up . See, 
she rubbed ' im  down, he rub ' imself up . An ' den dat knocks dat offa him .  

(That restores his nature back t o  him. ) 
Well , now, dere ' s  one aig we use whut dey call a black hen ' s  a ig . Yo ' kin use 

a black hen ' s  aig fo ' breakin ' up a man an ' 'is wife , breakin ' up 'is home . 
Yo ' take de black hen ' s  aig at twelve a 'clock at night an ' yo ' bury dat aig 

undah 'is  do ' step . 
(That will cause confusion and break up the house . )  
Well , now dey use eelskins fo ' rheumatism - fo ' rheumatic s .  
(They use this dirt dauber with what ? )  
Wit vinegah an ' make a paste an ' put it  on a cloth an ' bind it tuh de place . 



(For what? )  
Fo ' a sprain . 
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We use red onions , dey are lucky too . If yo ' use red onions yo' &�t d e  shuck 
off dat, off de red onion yo ' know, an ' yo ' burn dat - yo ' burn it tub a powdah. 
Dat's lucky . But if yo ' kin burn it  tuh a powdah an ' carry it wit yo' it' s  lucky, 
an' if yo' wanta give somebody bad luck,  why yo ' sprinkle dat ashes of dat onion 
011 dere flo ' .  

Dey sweep de track out . 
Well , now, jes ' as yo ' walk out dey come back behin ' yo' wit a broom an' sweep 

'behin' yo ' • 
(Wha t will that do? ) 
W ell , dat drives yo ' 'way from 'em . 
A thing dat is known as a groun ' puppy .  Yo ' take dat groun ' puppy an ' g i t s  on 

de waist , or say , on de p iece dat is nex ' tuh yore skin . Yo ' take dis groun ' 
�· he has a sltme on ' im kinda lak a snail , wherevah he crawl an ' leaves a 
alia e ,  an ' dey rub dat aroun ' ,  r ight aroun ' de b indin ' of yore undahpiece . An '  
den - but chew couldn ' t  see it . It look kinda lak starch . An ' den when yo ' put 
�t on, hit takes de use from yo ' - from yo ' body on down tuh yore laigs - yore 
laigs is no mo ' good tuh yo ' .  Dey ' l ive but dey ltmbah, an ' if dey don ' t  git 
!1.hah, dey git s t iff . Yo ' kin use yore [ upper ] body perfec 'ly all r ight , but 
de othah part is dead . 

OLE HOODOO LADY WORKS BOTH S IDES 

SEVEN YEARS WOULDN'T BE TOO LONG 
FO' A RACCOON TO WEAR A RUFFLED-BOSOM SHIRT 

MOBILE , ALABAMA 

[The title quotat ion about the raccoon is the theme of the following story 
told by another hoodoo lady .  Wha t  the raccoon means you shall learn later . Un
fortuna tely , trouble with my recording machine in Mobile compelled me to recall 
�s woman to retell her story . However , I must also add fortunately , because 
she repeated the same story, showing she had not made it up as she went along . 
lut a s  always in f ield work, retold mater ial reappear s in a much abbreviated fo� 
aad some of  the original clarity and freshness fades .  Another example of abbre
viation from Mob ile will be found in the margin t itle PROFESSOR FRANK OF NEW 
ORLEANS, page 128. D espite some lo sses , our raccoon story does display the fu
tility of superstition and magic ac t ion, drug s for the m ind . And f inally , for 
aaother account of a double-dealing do ctor , see DOCTOR PLAYS BOTH SIDES,  p .257 . ] 

[They]  take a pillah, or where yo ' lay yore head , an ' dey put some grgveyard 
dWs'. Fix it in a glove-lak , a han ' yo ' know. Dey were layin ' [sleeping] on de 
pillah yo ' see an ' j es '  wuz continusly [ continuously] wit headaches all d e  time .  
See . An' dey didn ' t  know whut cuzed do se headaches , see . An ' dey vent an' ast 
a ole hoodoo lady whut could dey do , yo ' know, fo ' dese headaches . De doctor 
[M.D . ]  couldn ' t  remedy it . An ' dey say - well de fortunetellah [ole hoodbo lady ]  
�ole dem. tuh , "Look about chure bed , search about dat an1 see . Someone may be 
tty:in' tuh hurt cha an ' tuh cuz confusion in de house ." [An ole hoodoo lady can 
always tell fortunes . ]  An ' so she went an ' unraveled ' er pillah an' between de 
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feathahs of de pillah dey fin' ly [finally] pulled out a glove, a left-han' glove 
made jes' lak [the shape of] a han' an' it wuz stuffed. An' when dey opened dis 
glove it wuz fulla gPavey�d dus ' in dere. An' dey have somepin else in dere 
looked lak peppah, an' in dere it had nine needles an' nine pins stickin' in a 
little red-flannel piece. An' so dey undid dis here glove in dis pillah an' dey 
carried it back to dis [hoodoo] woman, see. She tole dem dat whut made her suf
fah so severe wit 'er head, see. An' tole her dat dese people in de [same] house 
wanted dem [headache woman and her husband] tuh move out, see, becuz evah mawnin' 
she would fin' dis fresh salt an' dis cayenne feppah sprinkled all aroun' in each 
room an1 in de do'. An' she would sweep it an clean it up dat day, an' de nex' 
mawnin' it would be back. But see, dey cuzed confusion all de time in de house. 
See. An' aftah dey did [cause aonfusion] ,  well yo' see dey couldn't git along 
an' she [headache woman] moved out. See, she moved outa de house. An' dis woman 
whut wuz in de house dat wuz tryin' tuh make 'er move, she wanted 'er husban1, 
see. She wanted tuh make confusion between 'er [headache woman] an' 'er husban'. 

An' she moved out an' lef' 'er husban', an' she [trouble maker] continued in 
de house, an' 'er husban' went on aoPPespondin ' wit dis woman, see. [The verb 
to aoPPespond ,  in the sense of having sexual relations with, occurs several times 
in HOODOO.] An' dis woman kep' 'er husban'. Dat is [the headache woman said] if 
she couldn't [have] 'er husban' dat dis othah [trouble maker] woman couldn't have 
him eithah. An' she [said she] wuz goin' tuh do somepin to hUPt 'er tuh make her 
move or tuh break dem up, see. 

An' so she goes an' consult a hoodOo [the same o le hoodOo lady ] an' dis ole 
lady tole her if she could git somepin belongin' tuh 'er husban', dat she could 
make 'im come back. An' so she calls 'im tuh where she lived one night an' while 
he wuz asleep she got a piece of 'is hair outa his head. See, taken a piece of 
'is hair an' she carried it tuh dis woman, [who] fi�ed it an' put it in a little 
red bag, sewed it up an' dipped a cord string in some kin'a dus'. Ah don't know 
whut kin'a dus' it wuz, but she tole 'er tuh dip it in dat powdah an' tie nine 
knots in it an' weah it conti' sly aroun' 'er wais'. 

Well, she did dat. An' [hoodoo] tole her dat evah mawnin' fo' nine mawnin's 
tuh go dere tuh dis place an' sprinkle some salt an' dis heah cayenne peppah 
dere. Make dem break up. Well she did dat. An' she says on de change of de 
� - she tole 'er tuh git a black hen's aig on dis moon. An' dey had a big 
house lak dis house [in which author was interviewing] wit a glass do' in it 
[ see ZateP ] .  An' she went dere one mawnin' an' she threw dat aig, wit 'is name 
wrote on it, up side de do' an' broke dis aig. Oat's tuh break 'em up. An' � 
he walked ovah de aig when he went out dat mawnin', see. An' so SHE WROTE HER A 
LETTAH AN' TOLE HER DAT, "SEVEN YEARS WOULDN'T BE TOO LONG FO' A RACCOON TO WEAH 
A RUFFLED-BOSOM SHIRT." MEANS DAT SHE WOULD GIT 'ER IF IT TAKES DAT LONG. 

An' so she received dat lettah, see. An' so aftah she threw dis aig 'g'inst 
dis do', dat would cuz 'em tuh break up. An' so dis woman [trouble maker], goes 
out tuh f� dis fellah fo' herself, too. An' he wouldn't give her any money. 
An' so dis hoodoo woman tole her - de same [hoodoo] woman dat wuz fi�in ' fo' 
[against] 'er. She [trouble maker] thought she [hoodoo] wuz a fren' tuh 'er. 
She wuz doin' it fo' de othah - workin' fo' de two. [Headache woman and trouble 
maker were working against each other through the same hoodOo woman. ] 

An' she tole her dat if she'd git piece of 'is money - jis' a silvah dime, 
yo' see, an' keep it, dat he would give her alla his money. An' so she'd taken 
dat. An' she tole 'er tuh cut a piece outa his shirt an' put it in. some of 'is 
bath watah an' keep it [in a bottle]. 

An1 so when he got tuh stayin' out she begin tuh burn candles on 'im. See, 
she got pink candles. An' she tole her tuh roll it in sugah an' write his name 
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aa �tan' burn three times a day: early in de mawnin', an' at noon, an '  in de 
aftabnoon, when he git off an' he couldn't stay away. Well, whenevah dose candle 
'-lin tub burn, he begin tub git in a rave tub go dere, see. She'd light dese 
c.adles an' have his name wrote on dere. Well, de name wuz written - his las' 
--.e wuz written firs'. It wuz written backwards on de candle. His las' ua.e 
..a written firs' three times aroun' de candle, see. An' den dey would burn it, 
.-.. At some certain hours dey had tub burn dis candle, yo' see. Well, when she 
'-rued it at night, dat wuz tub turn 'is min' tuhwards 'is home where she vuz, 
�. an' until it burned out. See, don't put it out, jis' burn it an' let it go 
�- Well, de last name wuz written firs'; dey wrote it backwards across de can
�- An' so derefore at night he couldn't rest, he had tub come dere, an' when 
�' d git back dere, he wanted tub go tub dis othah one. Dat was two fo' one man, 
.ee. tryin' tub fix de one an' de same man. An' so aftah he would come dere, he 
.aaldn1t stay. 

An' so dis ole hoodoo lady tole her tub take - if he would stay dere at night, 
t.h take any of de towels he washed 'is face or use or anythin'. Take dis towel 
... fold it tub 'er three times, goin' tub 'er three times. An' as he lay in de 
._., fix it so dat it would lay - he would lay on it across 'is back [ see my 
ca..ent later], yo' know, aroun' from side tub side. Fix it between de mattress 
�e he could lay on it. An' fold it tub 'er three times. An' evah time he 
... �ed tub use it fo' his face or anythin' he wanted tub use it about 'is body, 
le� 'im use an' don't wash dis towel. When he goes, fold it again three times 
... put it back an' let it stay in de bed. An' dat would keep 'im dere - comin' 
� dere. Well, so she did dat. See, dat wuz dis woman dat did dat. 

An' de wife, well she went out dere an' she got some gPaVeyaPd dus ' .  [ Ole 
iDodOo lady ] tole her to git dis gPaveyaPd dus ' an' a little dus' from a rattle
..ake. Well, when he would come dere tub git 'is meals, dey give 'im somepin lak 
a little pill or somepin in 'is coffee, an' dis little pill dissolved, see. Dis 
11£tle tablet it dissolved an' he drinked it. An' so when he dranked it, several 
tt.es aftah he drank it, he begun tub feel bad. Dat wuz 'is wife, see, becuz he 
-anldn't stay away from dis woman he wuz runnin' aroun' wit. An' so he would 
te&in tub feel bad an' he begin tub dry up an' look bad, becuz she kep' afeedin' 
•ta offa dis stuff. 

An' so aftah he begin tub feel bad, he went 'isself tub a ole woman. DoctoP 's 
�ne didn't do 'im any good. See, evah time he'd take de doctoP 's  medicine , 
fL would make him worse. An1 so dey tole him dat he wuz fi xed,  dat he wuzdressed. 
Sa he bad gone tub dis ole woman an' she tole 'im dat.she would fix 'im some stuff. 
If dere wuz anythin' in 'im, it would pass out. So she fixed 'im up a bottle of 
.-dieine. She went an' got 'im some kin'a root an' tole 'im tub chew some calomel 
(calamus] root. He chewed de calomel [calamus] root an' he'd taken dis medicine 
aa de woman directed. An' [she] tole 'im tub bathe hisself evah mawnin' fo' �e 
..-o±D's wit saltpetah. Well, he did dat. An' so when he chewed dis calomel 
(calamus] root up, well on de ninth mawnin' lak she said, somepin passed froa 'im 
laoked lak little worms - came outa him lak little worms. Some were live an' 
.a.e were dead. 

An' she tole 'im dat dat's whut - yo• know, dey were fermentin' in 'fm. See, 
wbatevah dat wuz, dat little tablet or somepin musta been an aig from an insex 
[faaect] or somepin, see, an' it passed from 'im. An' aftah he did dat, well he 
'-sun tub git all right, see. An' he said dat whichevah woman dat give 'fm dat, 
� vuz goin' tub fin' it out an' he wuz goin' tUPn it bac k on 'er. 

Well, he goes tub de fortunetellah an' she tole 'im dat which he had de two 
�ns. An' he believed dat it wuz de othah woman, but it vuz ·�s wife did dat, 
.ea. Well, he goes an' said he wuz goin' tub have it turned back on 'is wife, 



2040 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

becuz he didn't want de wife. He thought he wanted de othah woman whut he wuz 
runnin' roun' wit. 

Well, he goes back tuh 'is wife, yo' see. An' so she - well he goes back dere 
jis' long enough tuh stay so he could git even wit 'er - see, tuh turn it baak on 
'er. So he had taken - he jis' took a piece of 'er hair, an' cut off a couple of 
'er nails, fingahnails. An' he'd taken dat an' he tied it up an' brings it tuh 
dis woman [hoodoo], see. While she wuz asleep he got a little piece of 'er hair 
outa 'er temple, right along here by 'er temple, an' 'er nails, an' carried 'em 
tuh dis woman. An' dis ole woman had taken dat fo' [from] 'im an' she tole 'im 
dat when she d�sse d it, he could come back an' git it - tuh git 'er a sum of 
money an' she would fi x dis fo' 'im. An' he brought 'er, dis woman, his wife's 
pitchure. Her pitchure wuz made of a tintype, an' so he brought dat tuh 'er. 
It wuz kinda faded, a small pitchure lak dat. An' dis woman [who] had taken dis 
pitchure [and dresse d it] tole ' im  tuh take dis early one mawnin' an' go bury it 
in de graveyard face down, which he did dat. An' she'd taken de plait of 1er 
hair from 'er temple an1 'er fingahnails. She'd taken dat an' so she went an' 
sewed it up in a little bag, see. An1 when she sewed it up in a little bag, she 
put three or four of dose little buckshots in it - look lak little shots in de 
bag. An' she tole ' im  dat when she �esse d dis bag, she wanted dis fellah tuh 
weah dis aroun' 'is leg or in 'is shoe, of dis woman. An' if he could git any 
closah tuh 'er dat where he could git somepin in 'er, dat she would turn it back 
on 'er dat she [wife] couldn't do ' im  nuthin. But all de same time dis othah 
woman dat he wuz runnin' roun' wit, she wuz fixin ' 'im too. He had 1is clothes 
dere an' she got de ban' of 'is hat, see. An1 she got somebody tuh go tuh a hoo
doo an' git 'er a little dus' from a rattlesnake, an' she put it in de ban' of 
'is hat, see. She said, whenevah dat perspire sweat run down in 'is eyes or 
somepin, it would run yo' [him] blin'. See, de rattlesnake is poison, yo' know. 
An' so he wore de hat, yo' see. Well, he suffahed from headaches an' evahthin'. 
Well, hit begin fin'ly [finally] lak it wuz beginnin' tuh run ' im  crazy. Yo' se� 
ON EVAH MOON HE WOULD HAVE SOME KINDA SPELL - on de change of each moon he would 
have dose crazy spells. Well, she wuz contin'usly - both of 'em wuz contin'usly 
workin' on 'im. Evah moon he would have dose spells, so he goes - so, yo' see, 
dis ole [hoodoo] lady, whut wuz doin' de [i xin ' fer 'em, she died. See, DIS OLE 
WOMAN DIED AN' DAT COULDN'T GIT DE SPELL OFF 'IM [see margin title IF EVILDOER 
DIES, SPELL INCURABLE, p.396]. See, de one put it on 'im had tuh take it off 1im. 
Well, dis ole woman.she died an' yo' see, well, dis heah woman - dis woman she 
went tuh someone else. She wanted tuh dress de man fo' dis woman - de wife want
ed tuh dress de man fo' dis woman. An' so dey - whutevah dey dresse d 'im wit, 
dis woman broke out wit an itch all ovah. She broke out wit dis itch all ovah 
'erself, 'er body. It came sores all between 'er han's an' evahthin' between 'er 
han's. An' so DE DOCTORS [M.D.'s] COULDN'T CURE IT. She had to wrap 'er han's 
an' evahthin' up. It all became raw, see. Well, aftah she did dat·an' dis woman 
had died whut dresse d dis man, yo' see, fo' 'er, well yo' see den she couldn't 
git well, an' she died, see. 

So den, de people says [remembered] dat de woman wrote de lettah an' tole 'er, 
dat seven years wouldn't be too long, fo' she knew she would git 'er, see. Well, 
she died. Well, aftah dis ole [hoodoo] woman died, dey found all kinda diff'ren' 
hoodoo stuff dat she had in dere doin' dat tuh diff'ren' people, yo' see - dem 
roots an' evahthin'. [All sorts of conjuration objects are found when a aunjure 
or witah-arafter dies - see 239, p.66, and elsewhere.] She even much as had live 
snakes in bottles an' diff'ren' thin's, becuz de diff'ren1 snake dus1 an1 diff1r
en' thin's yo' kin put it in people' s food an' evahthin' dat cuzes snakes an' 
worms an' thin's tuh come out of 1em. See. 'Cuz dis ole [hoodoo] lady had fixed 
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de man so , unt il - i t  wuz some kinda s tuf f dat hit begin tuh draw ' is f ee t .  l! 
drawed ' is to es back,  yo ' know , lak drawin ' ' em  back - had ' im  walkin ' -lak on ' is 
heels , on ' is knees rathah. Drawed ' im  clean back lak walkin ' on a [ something? ] , 
see . An ' dey thought it wuz some kinda dzaalJJ'in '  rhewNZtism , but NO DOCTORS COULD
B' T CURE IT , see. An ' it had drawed ' im  c lean back. Dis ole [ hoodoo ] woman had 
fLzed somepin fo ' it - put it in ' is shoes.  Dey had put i t  in dis f ellah ' s sho e s  
fo ' dis woman , dresse d ' is sho es .  Yo ' see , wel l , she died an ' dey found all o f  
dat . S e e .  An ' dis woman whut he wuz runnin ' roun ' wi t , she had d i s  itch an ' 
died . Well , d ey come tuh ' er house an ' foun ' a pair o f  dis man ' s  shoes , dis 
�n ' s husband ' s  ole sho es dat had b een misplac ed a long time - fo ' year s .  She 
had do se ole sho es dresse d an ' he couldn ' t  leave b ecuz evah time he would [ leave]  
abe would go out dere an ' git ' is lef ' track an ' br ing [ drag ] i t  back - yo ' know ,  
de dirt off ' is track , an ' would keep it in ' er pur se . Well , yo ' see , he went 
back der e  an ' tried tuh git back in wit ' is wif e ,  see , af tah di s woman died .  He 
.. nted tuh git a r econcile [ r econc iliat ion] wit ' is wif e .  An ' so he go es back 
� make up wit ' er .  

Vell , she ' d  taken ' im  back but s t ill he had do se spell s becuz yo ' see d e  woman 
� died . An ' he had do se spells an ' he wouldn ' t  treat ' er right af tah all. Yo ' 
.ae .  An ' she ' d  taken ' im  back an ' he would have do se spell s on evah change of d e  
.aon an ' he would run of f .  

( INFORMANT NOW STARTS TO RESTORE SOME INFORMATION OMITTED . ]  
Vell , she said dat if dis o t hah woman fixe d ' im, had ' im  ' er way , she would do 

� same ,  see. Well , dat ' s  when she goes out tuh dis for tunet ellah an ' dey tole 
her dat whenevah he would take a bat h ,  tuh git some o f  ' is d ir ty watah an ' a piec e 
af ' is shir t [ and bo t t l e  it ] . An ' to le her tuh shake it up an ' go tuh de fo ' th 
caroah of de house an ' bury it . 

(The four th corner . What corner is that? ) 
Yo ' know der e is  fo ' cornahs tuh de house.  Well , she tole her tuh go tuh de 

lef� fo ' cornah o f  de house. 
(Front or back? ) 
�1 . it ' s  to de back. See [ demonstrat es ] : one , two , thr ee - dat ' s  de fo ' th 

caraah. She goes aroun ' an ' go es - yo ' know it ' s  a alley lak dis , an ' goes tuh 
.. � fo ' th cornah , an ' she bur ies dis bo t t l e .  Dis bo t tle had nine needles an ' 
.tae pins up an ' down [ heads and po int s alt ernated up and down] , an ' she tole ' er 
� bury it downwards [ neck down] . An ' had got some o f  ' is urine an ' put in it , 
..e. An '  say evah t ime he have do se spells , j is '  go an ' shake dat up - shake dat 
��le up an ' turn it down. Keep it bur ied downward , an ' shake it up wit ' is 
WEiDe, an ' dat dirty watah , an ' do se needles an ' pins , an ' j es '  shake it up an ' 
'-ry it back down. Well , she set it der e .  

[ Shaking a b o t t l e  o f  urine and turning it up side down i s  a common rite. ] 
AD ' she tole ' er tuh g i t  ' i s lef ' sock , g i t  one of ' is dirty lef ' socks . She 

c.rried it tuh dis ole lady an ' she dresse d it - ' is lef ' sock. To le ' er tuh 
� it undahneat '  of ' er s t ep .  An ' she bur i ed ' is sock undahneat ' ' er s t ep .  
� .  yo ' see she had i t  in a can-lak. 

�1 , he goes an ' someone t ells ' im  dat dis sock wuz undahneat ' d er e ,  an ' dat 
.. couldn ' t stay away . An ' so he goes an ' he digs fo ' dis plac e an ' f in ' lly he 
.� dis can ,  yo ' see , an ' he foun ' de sock in der e  - foun ' one of ' is dir ty 
..cka in der e .  An ' it had de dus ' an ' all in d er e , an ' he carr ied it dere. He 
..._ dat dis woman bur ied it der e .  Well , she proc laim she didn ' t kn ew  anythin ' 
� it , but she did , yo ' see.  An ' he carried it tuh have i t  dressed . He said 
te would have it dzaesse d an ' git rid of ' er .  Dat wuz ' is wif e.  See , d i s  o thah 
....a died .  See , dat wuz ' is wif e do in ' dat .  

� .  he go es.  An ' d ey tole ' im  tuh go back tuh ' is wif e an ' if h e  stays wit 
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' er any length of time da t she would have ' im killed or would kill ' im .  See . 
Well , he goes back tuh ' er anyhow . Well , dey said d e  only way ,  if dis o t hah 
woman put de spell on ' im  - DE ONLY WAY DAT HE COULD GIT RID OF D I S  SPELL IS TUH 
CRO S S  SOME KINDA RUNNIN ' WATAH , see . But she wuz da id , so he couldn ' t  g i t  d i s  
spell off unles s h e  cro s s ed d e  runnin ' wa tah . See . So he d idn ' t know wh ich way 
tuh go . An ' so his wif e  wuz s t ill - see , evah time she would prepare his meal , 
she would have somep in tuh put in dere , f ix in dere see , tuh put in ' is meals .  
An ' so she said dat she wuz gain ' tuh make some kinda insex come outa ' im , see , 
b ecuz he wouldn ' t  s tay wit ' er .  An ' she wa sn ' t  ga in ' tuh let ' im  s tay wi t no 
body el se . An ' so  af tah she said she would form dese insex in ' im - see he wuz 
afraid tuh eat f rom ' er becuz he knew dat he had already had some o f  da t d id tuh 
' im ,  an ' had tuh go an ' git cured o f  it . He wanted tuh git rid o f  dese spells 
dat he wu z  havin ' on evah change o f  de moon . See . An ' so he couldn ' t .  An ' dey 
tole ' im  de only way dat he would git rid of dese spells wuz tuh cro s s  d e  runnin ' 
wa tah , take a long trip somewhere on a t rain , so long as yo ' cro s s  d i s  wa tah . 
Well , he prepared tuh leave , see . He prepared tuh leave . Well , dis woman ' is 
wife d idn ' t care if he did leave , j is '  so  long as he wasn ' t  dere wit no one else . 
So when he d id leave she ' d  taken an ' had one o f  his ole shoes hidden . She ' d  
taken one of ' is ole shoes an ' follow ' im  tuh de t rain where he wuz ga in ' leave 
on de boat tuh cro s s  da t runnin ' wa tah . An ' when he left she throwed dis ole 
shoe b ehin ' , behin ' de train where he wuz leavin ' on. She throwed dat ole sho e  
af tah ' fm. An' so da t ma d e  ' im  when she throwed d e  shoe behin ' - da t mad e  ' im ,  
he couldn ' t come back here . So he took a long voyage when he lef t . An ' evah 
time he would wr i t e  o r  say he wuz comin ' back , he couldn ' t  git back . See . An ' 
so she worried . Fin ' lly she worried af tah ' im. An ' d i s  woman had put de spell 
on ' er an ' she couldn ' t  git r id of de spell . She couldn ' t  git r id of de spell 
cuz dis ole [ hoodoo ] woman had d ied . An ' d en , yo ' see , f in ' lly she d ied ; but he 
d id n ' t d ie ,  yo ' see . Af tah he lef t from heah he didn ' t d i e ,  but evah t ime he 
want ed tuh come back he couldn ' t  come back , becuz de change of de moo n ,  da t spell 
would be on ' im .  BUT HE COULDN ' T  COME BACK BECUZ EVAH TIME YO ' CRO S S  RUNNIN ' 
WATAH OR SOMEPIN LAK DAT [ TO BREAK A SPELL ] , YO ' CAN ' T  COME BACK. See , a person 
kin put a spell on yo ' an ' if yo ' cro s s  de wa tah da t set tles it . [You lose the 
spell but you can never return . ] See , any kind o f  wa tah yo ' cro s s  da t set tles it. 
[ I  BELIEVE THIS BELIEF TO BE MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF IT . ]  

(Where d id this happen? ) 
Right heah . 
(How long ago ? )  

Da t ' s  been no t quite fo ' years ago - about t hr ee years ago [ 1 9 35 ] . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , (688) , 95 3 : 5 . ] 

ROOT DOCTOR SHOWS HIS RARE LUCKY ROOT 

KIN YO ' NAME DE TWELVE APOSTLE? 
(I DON 'T THINK SO. ) 

ALL RIGHT - IT 1 S DE LAS 1 [LAST] ONE 
DE LAS ' APOSTLE DAT WUZ MADE APOSTLE 

DAT WUZ OLE JUDAS 
YEAH� HE MAKE DE TWELF ' ONE 

JUDAS WUZ DE TWELF ' ONE - ALL RIGHT 
YO 1 WRITES 1 IS NAME ON A SAGE LEAF 

YO ' DON ' HA VE TUH PUT DE TWELVE NAME DERE 
JES I PUT I IS NAME DERE 
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YO ' GO IN DERE AN ' YO ' SAYS 
"JUDAS BETRAYED CHRIST AN ' AH 'LL BETRAY MAH E�Y" 

ALL RIGHT - YO ' GOES TUH WORK AN ' 
YO ' GIT CHEW SOME "THOU SAN '  JOINTS" 

(WHAT IS THAT?) 
IT 'S A HERB • • •  PARCHES IT • • •  POWDAH IT UP INTUH A DUB ' 

PUT • • •  SALT • • •  AN ' SOME COFFEE WIT IT AN ' 
DUB ' DAT ROUN ' - DOWN THROUGH YORE PANTS LAIG 
IF YO ' GWINE TUH DE JAIL • • •  YO 'LL WIN DAT • • •  

(THE JUDGE CAN 'T DO ANYTHING TO YOU. ) 
HE WOULDN 'T DO NUTHIN TUH YO ' 

(WHAT DOES THE "THOUSAND-JOINT ROOT" LOOK LIKE?) • • •  
WANTA SEE A PIECE? 

(YES. ) 
[HE SHOWS ME A PIECE] 

AH GOES DOWN TUH DE RUNNIN ' WATAH IF IT 'S 
A STREAM SMALL ENOUGH FO '  ME TUH STEP OVAH IT BACKWARDS 

AH STEP OVAH IT BACKWARDS • • •  
TAKg DAT [STOLEN DISH] RAG • • •  WASH WIT IT • • •  AH WASH • • •  

FACIN ' DE WAY DE WATAH COMIN ' TUH ME • • •  
WHEN YO ' DONE DO DAT • • •  TAKE DAT RAG AN ' 

YO ' THROW IT JES ' AS FUR AHEAD OF YO ' AS YO ' KIN • • •  
YO ' STAN ' . DERE TILL DE WATAH CARRIES IT BY YO ' • • •  
YO ' GOES BACK HOME - DON ' SPEAK • • •  DON ' LOOK BACK 
WHEN YO ' GIT HOME • • •  GIT • • •  SALT AN ' WASH WIT IT • • •  

[THIS COMPLICATED AND RARE IMPOTENCE CURE CONTINUES] 

SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 
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[An old note on the title page preceding the transcription of this material 
tells something important concerning this informant , No . l354 : Where is his story 
about when he was in the asy lum at Go ldsboro, N. CaP. ? Did I take down the story? 
OP is it inde�ed e lsewhere? I remember the story vaguely : doators visiting the 
a.ylum to work on a patient - unknown to asylum authorities of course . This sort 
ef thing has gone on for years and still continues : healers , fortunetellers , di
�s , hoodoos , etc . , practicing in asylums , jail and hospitals .  I have already 
&iven an interesting example of this custom in the long story ,  THE DEATH OF A 
8lTCB (FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  pp . 918-920 , p . 920 ,  lines 22-31 ; repeated in HOODOO ,  vol . l ,  
tp . l-4 , p . 3 ,  lines 27-36) : Miss Healer (author ' s  substitute for her real name) 
ia supposed to be a healer. She don ' t  teZ Z  you what she does . People say she 
ia good. She don 't  take no pay . What you give her she takes • . .  So Monday mol'n
Vrg Miss Healer aaZ Zed me up and to ld me she went to St . Mary 's Hospital. [Quincy, 
Jll. ] SUnday aftePnDon to give one of her patients treatment. Miss Healer and 
I:Dformant who told THE D EATH OF A WITCH were white women . HOODOO al so has ex
-.ples of  doators dOatoring hospital patients . It will come a s  no surprise to 
readers acquainted with volumes 1 and 2 of  HOODOO , who have encountered informants 
performing in the interviewing room ,  to learn that  the present informant at one 
point crawls round on the floor . Among his rites I am especially interested in 
a new vers ion of the s ilver bullet theme : (You aan kill a spook! How?)  • • •  Yo ' 
rtright use a pisto l. If yo ' ·  hit me [ informant po�ing a s  a spook] wit de Zead, yo ' 
am '  ki ZZ me but yo ' ll die. But if yo ' got silvah in dere an '  yo ' hit me wit dat, 



2044 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hya t t  Foundat ion -

ah' ll take it .  Our doatoP 'B spirit is  snobbish and ill- t empered . He does no t 
mind being sho t at with silver , but to b e  sho t at with common lead enrag ed him 
enough to cause the d eath of the shooter . We should r emember however , that sil
ver , no thing , kill s  the spir i t i it merely keeps him f rom. bo thering the p er son 
us ing silver . I had b ee� shown Poots before : by MY FIRST DOCT OR, p . 934 i ROOT 
DOCTOR JOHNSON, p . l62l i and o ther s .  Informant ' s  mat erial comes from cylinders 
C7 8 2 : 9-C7 91 : 5  = 2363-237 2 . ] 

Dey kin take i t  an ' do dis . Dey kin take yore hair an ' dey kin take it in de 
woods ,  an ' bo ' a hol e  intuh a tree on de sundown side of it , see . An ' den dey 
kin trim a peg an 1 d ey place da t peg in dat - put dat hair in da t hole an ' d ey 
place dat peg in dere . An ' de firs ' mawnin ' d ey put it in der e , d ey go dere an ' 
put it in dere ' fore sunr i s e  when dat moon is back up dere travel in ' ovah west -
from eas t  tuh wes t . 

(The sun you mean? ) 
No , d e  moon . All r ight . When yo ' put it in dere de f ir s ' mawnin ' ,  one l ick 

wit chure hammah . All right . Yo ' goes dere - yo ' go befo ' de sun rise de nex ' 
mawnin ' - one lick wit yore hammer . An ' d e  t ime yo ' hit it nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
hit it nine l icks . An ' yo ' dies when dey hit i t  da t nine l icks . 

When yo ' commenc e f eel in ' bad , if yo ' knows dat whut happened tuh yo ' - undah
s tan ' - or somebody done sompin . Well , all right , dat ' s  sompin done tuh yo ' .  
All r ight . 

Yo ' git chew gum asafetidy [ a saf et ida ] . All right . Yo ' git chew a silvah 
dime . Now yo '  be unravel in ' it , yo ' gittin ' it off yo ' ,  befo ' he could g it tuh 
hit it d e  nine l icks . All r ight . Yo ' g i t  chew dat sl ick dime an ' yo ' goes tuh 
de hardware sto ' somewhere wher e  yo ' kin buy a bran ' -new f il e  dat nevah been 
u s ed . Yo ' take dat d ime an ' yo ' f il e  it intuh a dus t intuh a gla s s . Yo ' put 
j e s '  a l ea s t  b i t  of da t dust in dat glas s  an ' yo ' add some cleah wa tah tuh it 
out de pump or spigo t or wherevah yo ' use yore dr inkin ' watah . An ' den yo ' shake 
it up in da t glas s  an ' yo ' dr inks it down . 

Yo ' take d e  o thah por t ion of dat dust an ' yo ' mix it wit dis heah asafet idy , 
a l it t l e  salt wit it an ' some groun ' cof f e e ,  an ' yo ' make yo ' a l i t t l e  pill out 
o f  it , an ' yo ' take dat an ' da t gits dat o f f  yo ' .  He didn ' t git tuh kill yo ' .  
If yo ' wait though unt il he hit d e  nine l icks , dat wouldn ' t  happen . 

(This keep s the man who ha s put your hair in the tree - that keeps him f rom 
huPting you by do ing this? ) 

Yeah , do in ' dat . 
Dey kin take dat , da t hair , an ' sew it up in de hemmin ' o f  dere garment dat 

dey wear tuh der e  skin . D ey kin wear it in dere sho e .  
(What will that do then? ) 

Wel l , da t j es '  make yo ' crazy ovah ' em  all de t ime . 
Dey kin take de garment dey weah tuh dere skin an ' boil dat in some cleah 

wa tah , den yo ' add a drop o f  dat in anything yo ' might ea t , drink or cookin ' .  It  
won ' t  kill yo ' ,  but i t  j es '  make yo ' - yo ' couldn ' t  stay away f rom roun ' ' em  tuh 
save yore lif e .  

(They g e t  their clo thes and boil them and put that wat er i n  your food t o  make 
a man love them? ) 

Boy , i t  will make ' em  go crazy . 
[ I  am called BOY . ] 
(You can get that off , you say? ) 

�' yo ' kin git da t off yo ' .  Dat ' s  yor e min ' , d ey got chure min ' den . 
(Tha t  is , if they boil this piec e o f  underclo thing and g ive this man some of 
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the water to dr ink , you can get that o f f ? )  
Yeah , ah kin g i t  da t o f f . 
(Bow do you do that ? )  

2 045 

Well , ah would git chew some brimstone , a package o f  sulphur , package of table 
salt . Ah take half o f  dat package o f  sal t , half of dat package o f  sulphur , an ' 
den take a couple of p inches o f  da t brimstone an ' powdah it up , an ' put it in 
dere wit dat sal t  an ' s t ir it up good . Nine mawnin ' s  ah take me a teaspoonful 
or a tab lespoonful of it evah mawnin ' yo ' wash . P lace it intuh yore vessel dat 
chew wash yore face in an ' wash yore fac e an ' han ' s  in dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s.  
Raw yo ' SKIP nine den , on d e  t enth mawnin ' which is runnin ' intuh de nex ' nine , 
uodahstan ' ,  tuh de third nine , yo ' undahstan ' ,  which would b e  de tenth mawnin ' . 
All r ight , � SKIP nine af tah yo ' give it nine treatment s f ir s ' time , den yo ' 
SliP nine . Double r ight back den af tah yo ' SKIP nine an ' do it nine mo ' mawnin' s, 
an '  she ' s  de same tuh yo ' j es '  lak anybody yo ' meet an ' nevah have even delayed 
any time , nevah worry yo ' .  But if yo ' don ' t do dat , it j es '  keep yo ' crazy . 

[I  put preceding word skip in bold type four t imes to indicate that skipping 
is a magic r it e ,  a fairly common one . It  commonly appear s when inser t ing needles 
or pins into a c loth or bo t t le - one , head up ; next , point up . The prac tice also 
occur s with foo t tracks : p ick up every other track unt il you have three (see the 
rite of p icking up three lef t tracks in this int erview ,  p . 2 04 7 ) . This rite could 
also be called a Z ternating , rotating , etc . We need a detailed t erminology with 
ezamples for our large assor tment of mag ic rites - no thing fancy , something prac
tical . This a l so would be useful for index purposes . ]  

(Cra zy about her ? )  
Crazy about her . 
(But this will take o f f  her influence ? )  
Yes , yes . 
Dey take yore pichur e ,  i f  dey want ed tuh kill yo ' .  Dey take d e  p ichure an ' 

take it in de woods where dere ' s  a swamp somewhere ,  an ' tack it up ag ' in '  a tree 
or somp in othah bot tom upwards . 

(How do you mean bot tom upward s ,  head up or wha t ? ) 
Head down see , an ' b ody up .  An ' ah s t ep s  o f f  wit a sho tgun an ' ah ' d  shoo t it , 

ah shoot in de hear t o f  dat p ichure . Well , yo ' ll j e s ' lingah an ' lingah an ' lin
gab an ' lingah , AN ' NUTHIN DON ' T  NEVAH CURE YO ' BUT TUH CLOSE DE EYES - dat will 
be de only t ime it f inished fo ' yo ' .  

Yo ' kin take der e pichur es an ' j es '  lak dey gone , yo ' take it an ' bury it on 
de face . Yo ' bury it on de fac e ,  dat will br ing ' em  back . 

(If somebody has gone away from home . )  
If dey gone away . 
(What can she do to make him s tay home ? )  
Wel l , she could do dis . When he connec t s  wit ' er - see , when he go tuh git 

up, she j es ' take a rag an ' wipe it down back tuh her lak dat . She takes dat 
thing den an ' she keep it r ight in her mat tress an ' sleep on it . She rips open 
' er mattress an ' she put s  it [ in] , she sleep s  on it . An ' den she ' ll put her s 
undahneat '  de p illah an ' put it undah his haid . An ' she won ' have no trouble wit 
' im ,  wit nobody else . 

God ,  dey have - so fur as dat , DEY HAVE TOOK MINE [my nature away] AN '  DEY 
HAVE TOOK IT MO ' DEN ONE TIME ; but dey haven ' t  go t no stuff fo ' it , relief wit 
it . Ah kin kill it fastah den dey kin g i t  cured wi t it . 

(What can you do ? )  
Well , ah ' m  gain ' wit one r ight now whut had me me ssed up , an ' ah soin ' wit 

' er an ' ga in ' tuh her sistah . Dey do ' s  dat tuh keep yo ' from messin ' wit any 
othah one , see . 
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All right . Ah goes tuh work an' . ah'll git me - ah'll go tuh somebody house 
an' ah steals me a dishrag. All right . When ah gits dat, ah goes down tuh de 
runnin' watah . If it's A STREAM SMALL ENOUGH FO' ME TUH STEP OVAH IT BACKWARDS, 
ah steps ovah it backwards . All right. Ah go do wn tub de runnin' watah den. 
All right. Take dat rag an' here's whut ah do . Git down dere an' take dat rag 
an' ah wash wit it . All right . Ah wash facin' downwards - see, facin1 de way 

. de wa tah comin' tuh me . 
(You are facing up the stream? ) 
Yes . All right • 

. Heah's de watah comin' by . All right . When yo' done do dat, yo' undahstan', 
yo' take dat · rag an' yo' throw it j es' as fur ahead of yo' as yo' kin. 

(You throw the rag up the stream? ) 
Yeah, an' yo' stan's dere till de watah carries it by yo' . Yo' walks off den 

from dere . an' yo' goes back home - don' speak tuh nobody, · don' look  back till yo' 
git home. All right . When yo' git home, yo' goin' tuh wash den - git chew a 
little table salt an' wash wit it. [ demonstrates] .  

(YOU PUSH �OURSELF UP, YOU WIPE IT UP. ) 
Yes . An' yo' kin go an' have anybody who yo' want . 
(YOU JUST DO THAT ONCE, WIPING UP THAT WAY? ) 
THREE TIMES . All right . 
Den yo' git yo' one of dose same rags, dishrag - yo' steal it from somebody -

an' place it right in yore pocket an' yo' wear it all de time . Yo' wears it in 
yore pocket at least nine days . All right, yo' git chew a linen pocket han'ke' 
ch'ef . All right . Yo' weah dat [dishrag in the _ handkerchief] aroun' yore waist . 

Now, dere's several way dat ah kin do dat when dey fi x yo' dataway . Yo' j es' 
git it off yo' but yo' ain't hurat her 'tall, undahstan' . All right . 

Well now, yo' kin take her washrag, it will only cost me a dime . Well, ah 
take dat, undahstan' an' ah'll wear dat nine days an' put some knots in dat . Yo' 
throwin ' it baak �n 'er den, if yo' wanta . If _yo' wanta throw it baak on 'er, 
where it co me from, den dat' s de way yo' do dat dere . - Weah dat, tie it aroun' 
yore waist, hang it right ovah yore [ demonstrates] . 

(So that the string, so that the knots hang right down over your privates . ) 
Yes, yo' weahs it nine days. Den when yo' take it off, den yo' put dose knots 

in it an' keep it in yore pocket. Den yo' got her right . All right . Well no w, 
dat go in' give her de devil - it give her de deviL 

She will wish tuh God she nevah put chew lak dat, but ah wouldn't nevah suffah 
a woman lak dat, not unlessen ah couldn't git it off no othah way . But ah kin 
git it off othah ways wit'out huratin ' 'er, see . If yo' love a person  lak _dat, 
den yo' wouldn't do sompin dat chew kno w would suffah ' em  an' all lak dat. 

(Well, now what do you do with that handkerchief then1 and that dishrag, when 
you wear it that way in your pocket? What do you do with _those? ) 

Why yo' wear it nine days an' den yo' goes tuh dat runnin' watah an' thro w dat 
away . Throw it j es' as fur as yo' kin chunk it - have yore laigs straddle lak 
dat [demonstrates] . 

(Throw it upstream, stand with your legs straddled . )  
Yeah . 
(In other words you do that sort of thing twice . In the first place you take 

it there after you have been to the stream once, and then you come back and get 
another dishrag and a handkerchief and wear it nine days, and then thro w them 
away, too . Then it is off of you . )  

Yes . 
(Well, how do you turan it baak on the woman? ) 
All right . Yo' wanta turan it baak on 'er den . Yo' take dat bran'-new linen 
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han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' weah it down [ as befo r e ]  - yo '  weah it fo ' nine days . Yo ' 
take i t  den an ' - yo ' j es '  only put de kno ts in it - wipe her wit it den .  Yo ' 
see , wipe her wi t i t . Wipe her wi t i t , an ' den yo ' j es '  put dose knots in it an ' 
j es ' keep i t  in yor e  pocke t . An ' evah mawnin ' j es '  pull on de knots , see - dat 
dey kept tight , see . Al l right . Now how many kno ts yo ' want in it? Yo ' put:Six 
kno t s  in i t . An ' den yo ' j es '  keep dat in yor e  pocket . 

(Why do you put six kno ts in it - any r ea son for putt ing six kno ts in it? ) 
Yeah . Well , da t ' s  all d ey evah do , put six kno t s  in i t . 
All she ' d  have tuh do den i s  j es '  take table sal t , as he ' s  leavin ' de bouse , 

den go out der e  an ' pick up three of his lef ' tracks . Yo ' put i t  in de fir st 
thr ee of ' is lef ' track as he leave . Al l r ight . De nex ' three lef ' ones yo ' 
take i t  from de heel , see . Watch me [ d emonstrates ] .  

[To pick up the pr eceding 3 left tracks you ac tually pick up every o ther tr� 
skipping the right tracks . Here we have the rite o f  skipping ment ioned in the 
bracket on p . 2 04 5 . But our present r i te is mor e  complicated : you are picking up 
the first 3 left tracks from to e to heel ; the next 3 left tracks from heel to 
to e . ]  

(You take it from the heel up to the to e . ) 
Yes , thr ee t imes - j es '  a l i t t l e  p inch . Out o f  three o f  do se tracks , de lef ' 

track .  An ' yo ' don ' have tuh git no b ig quant i ty - j es '  enough , yo ' know . 
(You put the sal t in the first thr ee left tracks and then you take the d ir t  

out o f  the next thr ee left tracks ? )  
Yes . D en yo ' take dat dirt out o f  de nex ' thr ee - d e  second thr ee . Yo ' takes 

dat an ' yo ' put it intuh a piec e  o f  clo th , a bran ' -new white clo th .  Yo ' know, a 
bleached or sompin lak dat - yo ' know de whi te . An ' git chew nine matches . All 
right . Well , den yo ' could put nine pins in dere an ' nine need les in der e . Yo ' 
goes somewhere an ' yo ' takes it den an ' yo ' go in front of de house an ' throw it 
ovah d e  house as fur as yo ' kin - fur as yo ' kin . Dat Punnin ' ' im  long - fur 
[ far away ] ah mean , an ' yo ' [ he ]  won '  [ b e  long in go ing ]  • .  He may be der e  a f ew 
days but in ano thah f ew days , he ain ' t go t t ime tuh stop when he went by dere . 
An '  f in ' ly he ' s  long gone . An ' he stay gone . 

(Tha t is the way the woman _will get rid o f  a man i f  she doesn ' t want h im ? )  
Yes . 
If he leave any clo thes back der e ,  d e  piec e  d a t  h e  wear tuh h i s  skin , cut a 

little - take a sc i s so r s  an ' gi t a l ittle piec e r ight out de heart of his shirt 
tail - de heart of h is und er shir t , right heah ovah de hear t .  Git chew a little 
piece out der e .  Aftah yo ' �it i t , take a l ittle p iece out de sea t of his drawahs. 
An '  yo ' put dem [ 2  p i ec e s ]  intuh a p iece o f  clo th an ' yo ' wrap i t  tuh yo ' fo ' 
nine t imes - in dat clo th , see . Wrap i t  tuh yo ' nine t imes an ' den t ie i t  in a 
RPQd hard kno t . Yo ' go es tuh de step s  an ' put i t  undah dat steps , an ' fo ' nine 
.. vnin ' s yo ' take an ' put about fo ' drops o f  stal e watah , af tah it stop [ up ] 24 
bour s ,  a day an ' a night - stale watah . 

(What kind o f  water ?  Ordinary water or you mean ahambeP lye? ) 
ChambeP lye . L e t  it git a night an ' a day ole . An ' befo ' sunr i se evah mawn-· 

in '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yo ' go der e ,  wherevah yo ' go t i t  der e ,  an ' po ' a little 
bit on dat . D en in nine days he ' ll be back home . 

Oh , yeah , yo ' kin break i t  up easy . Yo ' kin g i t  chew a b lack h en  aig - fresh , 
dey have [ to b e ]  fresh laid . Yo ' wr ite each one o f  ' em name on i t ,  see .  An ' yo ' 
j es ' walk by der e  gate an ' smash it up right at dere ga te. Do dat at night , yo ' 
know, an ' co ' se nobody won '  know who do it - nevah wu zn ' t no way of tellin ' . 
Pirs ' thing yo ' know de firs ' one come out an ' dey step ovah it ' fore dey see 
�· An ' dat go t  tuh Pun 'em a long. 

Git chew a tur tle head . Al l r ight . Put dat in de stove an ' bake it hard an ' 
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brown . Yo ' should put it up on de f ence somewhere an ' let it dry [ some ] f o lks 
� · Powdah dat stuff up . Jes ' put a l i t t le of dat on ' is han ' d isaway . When 
yo ' an ' her be togethah , when yo ' g i t t in '  ready tuh leave , yo ' take dat d er e  an ' 
wipe her wit i t , j es '  drag i t  b etween her laigs . An ' da t fellah go d ere an ' g i t  
stuck . 

( I f  some o ther f ellow go es there he ' ll get stuck? ) 
Dey s t ick j es '  Zak a dog. 
[ This last s imile Zak a dog is true only if the ahastity-beZt rites comes from 

a dog , espec ially dog l iver (see sub sub sec tion DOG und er SEXUAL IMPOTENCE) . The 
appr opriate compar ison here would b e ,  the man will be held unt il it thunders : If 
a tUPt Ze bites your fingeP� it wi ZZ  not Zet go unti l thePe is thundeP (FAC I ,  1 s t  
ed . ,  164 2 ,  p . 7 4 ;  2nd ed . ,  1612 , p . 65 ) . Tur t le-powder i s  no t a theory f o r  be
lievers , it is a hoodoo fac t . One o f  the mo st amaz ing stories in HOODOO conc erns 
a turtle ( t errapin) b it ing a woman who was accommodat ing ano ther woman ' s husband 
( 1 0 ,  p . 7 ) . ]  

[My machine was turned o n  a little too lat e  to record complet ely my next 
quest ion : ]  

( • • • • •  [ Can you ]  get them apart without kill ing them? ) 
Yo ' p lace a d ime undah d er e  tongue - a silvah d ime undah de tongue - da t ' s  

all , d e  man ' s comin ' out . 
(Under who se tongue do you place that ? )  
Undah d e  man tongue . 
(You don ' t put i t  under the woman ' s  then? ) 
No - yeah, eithah one o f  ' em.  Bu t dey put i t  undah d e  man ' spec ' lly . Dat 

will loo se i t  right den .  
[ For o ther penis aaptivus cures , see SEXUAL IMPOTENCE . ] 
Well , j es '  lak if me an ' yo ' s  out dere f ightin ' , prob ' ly yo ' may shoot me 

down . Yo ' go r ight on tuh de ceme tery an ' yo ' walk aroun ' a grave three t imes . 
D e  third t ime when yo ' g i t  tuh de headbo ' d ,  str ike right down in d e  heart of dat 
grave as deep as yo ' kin . Yo ' gits a little of dat dirt an ' place i t  in yore 
pocket an ' go about chure business an ' yo ' ll nevah be harmed - can ' t ketch yo ' . 

[ There are many rites with graveyard dirt t o  help a murder er or any fugit ive 
from the law to escape his pur suers (see HOW MURDERER CAN BE CAUGHT und er MURDERh 
but the prec ed ing c ircumambulat ion of a grave is rar e ;  the only thing similar 
being the one of walking backward s round the grave , also rar e (see GRAVE in 
CONTENT S ) . 

If yo ' shoot me down - if ah fall ovah tuhwards yo ' der e  - if ah falls ovah 
tuhwards yo ' when yo ' sho o t  me , ah ' ll go [ di e ]  but ah ' ll come back mahself [ to 
haunt you ] . If ah fall back from yo ' da taway , dere a in ' t no way fo ' ' em  tuh 
ketch yo ' .  An ' d ere a in ' t no way fo ' ' em tuh br ing yo '  bac k ,  if yo ' kin git dat 
[ graveyard ] dirt , if  yo ' git far ' nuf f ' way . If yo ' git dat d irt , d er e  a in ' t no 
bringin ' yo ' back ' t ' out [without ] yo ' leave some of yore c lo thes an ' dey kin git 
it an ' bury it lak ah t ell yo ' .  

Well , if dey git dat piece from right ovah de heart lak dat an ' bury it , da� ll 
br ing yo ' back . From yore c lo thin ' . 

(The f ellow that did the killing . ) 
All r ight . Kin yo ' name de Twelve Apo s tle ? 
[My answer is no t an evasion but an honest one . Before 1 9 2 0 , while in the 

theo logical seminary , I was taught Bible by two masters of higher cr i t ic ism, 
Mercer and Easton . The naming o f  the Twelve Apo stles is no t a simple prob lem, 
mor e  than twelve men b eing called apos tles in the Go spels . The problem can be 
solved only by id ent ifying several of these extra apo stles with tho se o f  the 
Twelve . The histor ical solut ion is easier but need no t be discussed her e . ]  
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(I don' t think so . )  
All right. It' s de las' one - de las' apostle dat wuz made apostle. Dat wuz 

ole Judas. Yeah, he make de twelf' one - Judas wuz de twelf ' one . All right. 
Yo ' writes ' is name on a sage leaf - yo' don' have tuh put de whole tvelve uame 
�' j es' put ' is name dere. Yo' go on in dere an' yo' says, "Judas be trayed 
Christ, an' ah' ll betray mah enemy. "  All right . Yo' goes tuh work an ' yo' git 
chew some thousand joints.  

(What is that? ) 
It1 s a herb . Yo' gits dat an' yo' parches it an' yo' take dat an' yo' powdahs 

�t up intuh a dus' . Put some table salt wit it an' some coffee wit it, an ' . yo'  
jes ' DUS' DAT ROUN' DOWN THROUGH YORE PANTS LAIG ,  if yo' gwine tuh de j ail, any
wbere, an' yo' ll win dat . 

[You dus ' the jail cell and courtroom down thPough yoPe pants Zaig by carrying 
tbe dust - in your pocket, which has a hole in the cloth about the powder. With 
'-nd in pocket you drop the dust down through the pants leg. ] 

(You win the case , the judge can' t do anything to you . ) 
Be wouldn' t do nuthin tuh yo' . 
(What does the thousand-joint Poot look like? Is it a plant or a tree or what7 
Bit' s - wanta see a piece? 
(Yes. ) 
[H;""" shows me a piece . ] 
(That' s called the thousand-joint Poot? )  
Yes. 
(Does it have flowers on it? A bush or anything? ) 
It j es' grows up j es' lak a kind of a onion or sompin, but it nevah has a 

button or nuthin on it - jes' plain always. 
(Does it look like an onion? ) 
Yeah . 
(Looks like an onion . Has it any other name? Did you ever hear people call 

�t anything else? I mean , do people call it any other name around here, this 
tiousand-joint ? Do they have any other name for the plant? ) 

No, dey don' t hardly anybody heah know it . Dey ain' t but a few people know 
�t. 
--- [While recording machine stopped, he talks about lodestone . ]  

(This thousand-joint is the luckiest root that you carry . You say they can' t 
take anything out of your pocket or do anything to you with lodestone? ) 

Wit lodestone, lessen yo' know it . 
[Thousand-joint Poot warns you of any trouble with lodestone . ]  
(Well , how would they draw it from that pocket with lodestone? How would they 

'-ndle that lodestone? )  
Well , ah tell yo' de truth, ah nevah have handled dat . 
[He has never had any experience with anyone trying to draw his Zucky root 

� his pocket. ]  
Dis same thing heah whut ah' ve showed yo' j es' now, if yo' j es' carry a piece 

of dat, yo' kin go right out dere wit sompin in yore car, de officer kin see yo' 
pat it dere , dey would nevah bothah yo' . Dey nevah come neah yore home nohow . 

(If you are selling liquor or anything? ) 
Yes, if yo' sellin' liquor . 
(This is the thousand-joint Poot you put there? ) 
Yes. 
�suggest that thousand-joint is a hoodoo drug-store or hoodoo mail-order

house product . ]  
Dey [women] kin take dat [ bow from man' s hat] an' run yo' crazy,  an' den dey 
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kin take dat an' yo' can't stay way from roun' dere . Wear dat in de hemmin ' 
[hem] of dere garment1 yo' know. Yo' know1 sew it up in dey stockin' or weah it 
in dere shoe . 

(That bow from the man's hat? ) 
Yeah . 
Den dey kin take it an' run yo' crazy wit dat1 wit it . We11 1 dey take it an' 

gits a stick an' split de stick - a good solid peg - an' fasten it in dere . Go 
tuh runnin' watah an' stick it down in dat runnin' watah. An' it will run yo-, 
crazy .-

An' dey kin stop dat in a tree an' that will run yo' crazy . 
Yeah1 an' why dey kin j es' weah it an' nobody kin take yo' way from 'em. 
[For other split-stick rites 1 ·see CONTENTS . ]  

. We11 1 dey take yore stuff [excrement] .  yo' undahstan 1 1  an' dey put it in a 
bottle an' dey cork it up as tight as dey kin 1 an' den dey take it an' have dat 
bottle - turn dat bottle upwards [demonstrates]. 

(Turn the bottle upside down 1 so that the neck is down . ) 
Yeah 1 an' bury dat den . An' dat will po' [ poor] yo ' den [give you poor health] . 

Yo'll die cuz yo' can't unlock 'em . 
(You can't unlock the bowels . )  
Yo' kin take dat - yo' kin take dat an' put it in a bottle . 
(The ahambe� Zye . ) 
An' tie it up - swing it up on a limb wit a string1 an' as long as it swing 

round an 1. round lak dat. 
(Tie that bottle with that urine in it1 and it swings around and around - tied 

up on that limb? ) 
Yes. Why dey've got chew. 
(You mean I couldn't pass water then? ) 
No1 yo' sho' couldn't . 
An' when dat string breaks an' hit drop - when dat drop1 an' dat bottle'!! 

shure bust when it drop1 yo' gotta tie it purtty hard - if it drop or de stoppah 
drops outa dat1 yo' may recover from dat . But othahwise1 if dey co'k it good an' 
sound lak dat an' let it swing up dere till dat string break1 why yo' gone . 

(If the cork comes out and if the bottle breaks it will kill you? ) 
Yes . 
[For other swinging rites. fairly rare1 see CONTENTS . ]  
We11 1 now listen 1 git a blacksnake head1 take dat snake head an' yo' burn it 

intuh a ashes1 an' yo' put j es' a little on dere . 
(On what? ) 
Dust it on a rag an' yo' git it on 'er1 dust 'er wit it . Nobody kin go dere 

wit 'er1 no one but chew. 
(That keeps someone to yourself . )  
Yo' could scrape dat dirt1 scrape de inside of de left foot . 
(Of the shoe? ) 
Yeah . Scrape de bottom of it an' yo' kin git dat stuff an' yo' kin tote it 

an •--y;r kin always bind 'er up. 
(You would have to scrape the woman's shoe1 the man would1 and he would have 

her then? ) 
Yes . 
If yo' live in a place where dere livin' snakes. why yo' kill a snake an' den 

yo' burn dat ole shoe sole an' all wit it . Dey supposed tuh - dey [snakes] won't 
worry yo1 den at all . · 

( Keep the snakes away . )  
Yes . 
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If yo ' wanta tie anyone to yo' , yo' take up [ pull up] yore pants. take dat 
80Ck down lak dat [ demonstrates]. 

(You cut the foot part off right at the ankle. ) 
[Be pretends to cut his sock. Then, though he does not say so, he takes the 

.a.an's stocking and does the same thing. ] 
Kight at de ankle - bassin' while yo'all roun' 'er, an' yo' tie ' em  tuh&etbah 

l&k dat. An' yo' put some sugah an' cinnamon in dere, an' den yo' weah ' em. 
(Vbat will that do then? ) _ 
&ell, dat brings yo'all tuhgethah j es' lak dat. 
(Brings the man and the woman together? ) 
Ye-as. 
(You cut either foot off, "  it doesn't make any difference? ) 
Well, yo' take de left - it de heaPt foot [ side of the body the heart is on]. 
Yeah, ah tell yo' whut yo' kin do wit it, if yo' wuz away an' ah wanted yo' 

t.b come home. Now dere's sompin yo• - call de buak-Poot . 
[Bkck-Poot is perhaps the buckberr� of the southern United States, the common 

'-ekleberry (Gay Zussaaia uPsina) ,  which - bears an insipid black berry eaten by 
A!er . ]  

Ah j es' take dat thing _[ root] an' ah -rub it, rub it on dat glass. Put a little 
ld% of BeaPt 's PePfume on it an' rub it, rub it on dat lettah. Tetch it lak dat, 
� chure han' lak dat [ demonstrates]. 

CPut your hand to your breast over your heart. ) 
Yeah. Den ah mail dat lettah. · All right. An' when yo' git dat lettah, dat 

.., yo ' comin' home. Make no d�ff'rence how far. _ 
[While machine was stopped we evidently spoke about aou�ge. ]  
(If your aoUPage has run down, yes? ) 
If yore aoUPage is run down, yo' goes ahead at de sunrise side of dat cedar 

�. don't strike it [ bark] down, take it up lak dat. Yo' boil dat good an' 
.CZOng , make a tea out of it. An' yo' drink dat tea an' dat'll put de live [ life] 
ME-e. 

(Brings back your aoUPage? )  
Yes sir. 
(You must get these leaves from the sunrise side of the cedar tree and you 

-t pull them up, not pull them down. ) 
Yeah, yo' done boil it, an' when yo' done cook it down, takes [ drink] it - dat 

�t yo' take out dere [ the bark]. Why � [ also] burn it [ cedar bark] in de 
rt..bab an' let de smoke go up. 

Den yo' kin take a person's natuPe from 'em. Yo' kin git some of deres - yo' 
�t an' go where dey pee an' yo' git some of dat dirt. 

(You get some of that dirt where they pee on the ground . )  
Yes. Put it in a bottle an' hang it right in de back of de chimley an' keep 

.-e. on it. 
(Vbat will that do? ) 
Dat fellah will nevah be good fo' nuthin. 
(It takes away his aoUPage ? )  
Yeah - kill it, kill it dead. 
(You put it back of the chimney and keep ashes on it all the ttme?)  
Bat's right. 
(That [woman's] cloth, have you ever heard of doing anything with that? ) 
Oh, yeah. Dey kin take dat an' stick it down in runnin' [water] an' dat will 

raa ' em buck a�ay , run 'em stone fooZis ' ,  an' den fin'lly dey'll die . 
Take dat gmveyaPd diPt if yo' kin git - knows where dey - j ea '  lak yo ' knows 

wt.ere dat bed head at, yo' git roun' dere an' dash it undah de bouse where dey 
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sleep . Dey ' ll leave out dere . 
(You put that graveyard dirt under the head of their bed und er the house . )  

Yeah . 
Jes ' lak now ef ah wuz in dis house - ' spose it ' s  yore house an ' somebody else 

undahmine me tuh git dis house . All right . Well now, ah know whut ah ' ll do if 
ah don ' wanta leave ' em  stay in heah . Ah ' d  move out an ' when yo ' come yo ' can ' t 
s tay . 

(What would you do to make them move out then? ) 
Now listen ,  it ' s  not fo ' yo ' ,  undahstan ' .  Somebody else undahmine me an ' go t 

de house from yo ' ,  see . But ah ' m  livin ' in d ere at pr esent . All right . Well 
now, ah say , "Well , ah ' ll let chew in dere but yo ' can ' t s tay in der e ,  ah f ix i t  
so nobody kin stay in heah b u t  me . "  Yo ' kin git me tuh come back an ' a h  kin s tay 
in heah but nobody else will . 

(That is , if  I own this house and make you move out and somebody el se moved 
in, you are going to keep both of them from s taying in tha t  house . )  

Nobody kin stay in dere ' cep t me . Co ' se if ah ' m  yondah somewhere els e ,  yo ' d  
have tuh gi t me if yo ' want anybody in dere . Yo ' ll nevah git nobody in dere tuh 
stay . 

(What would you d o ? ) 
Ah go evah do ' step - look heah [ d emonstrates ] ah take mah knife . 
(You go to every door o f  the house and you take your knife and make a mark 

l ike that , a cro s s  mark over the door . )  
All right . Ah git me a piec e o f  ' simmon [ per simmon] wood - a  limb - see , an ' 

cut s nine notches onto dat an ' put i t  right up ovah de front do ' .  An ' ah reckon 
nobody even come in dere tuh s tay . Yo ' kin go back in d ere tuh s tay but nobody 
el se kin go in d ere . 

(The owner can go in and s tay , the r enter can ' t stay . ) 
No rentah can ' t stay in dere , nobody kin live in de house . 
(You do that before you leave the house ? )  

Yeah . If yo ' make me move out ah ' ll fi� dat ' fore ah go - if ah f in '  out ah 
have gotta go . Den nobody kin go in dere tuh s tay . 

Ah ' ll tell yo '  fur a s  whut ah knows , d e  way dat ah hear d ey do dat . All right . 
Dey take dat . 

(Thi s b lack cat . )  
Black cat . Yo ' go t ta put ' im in a pot ' live . Build a f ire undah ' im an ' cook 

' im  down . All right . Yo ' go t ta do i t  on a Sunday , too . [ Sunday is unusual . ]  
An ' yo 1 have tuh be a good [ brave ] man tuh stay roun ' dere , too . Whenevah yo ' 
cookin ' ' im down der e ,  dere run up dere evah devil o f  a th ing in de world , � 
dere try tu ' n  [ turn ]  yo ' ' way from dere . Yo ' build a f ire undah dat pot , an ' put 
' im in dere ' live . Weight sompin on dere so he can ' t git out , so  he can ' t kick 

4e pot ovah er nuthin . Den yo ' build a f iah an ' yo ' cook dat scoundrel down . Go 
on down tuh runnin ' watah , an ' throw in d em  boiled things , an ' evah one d em bones 
whut yo ' throw in der e ,  dey ga in ' sink but one . Dat one dat don ' s ink den ,  yo ' 
grab dat one an ' put it in yor e pocket . Den yo ' go t de r ight one . 

Ah know whenevah yo ' diggin ' it [ bur ied treasur e ] , YO ' GOTTA CROSS [ put a 
cro s smark on] EVAH MAN WHUT DONE GO WIT YO ' [ THIS CROSS IS  UNUSUAL ] ,  j es '  no t tuh 
say nuthin tuh each o thah ,  nobody d ere , an ' j es ' go on diggin ' . Shore as yo ' say 
anythin ' - see , j es '  lak yo ' may hit somepin othah down d ere . Dat could be d e  
money , but d e  minute yo ' say somepin it go on fur thah [ away or down into the 
ground ] . . 

Jes ' lak if ah had a j ob ovah yondah an ' yo ' wanta puZZ m e  offa dat j ob d ere . 
An ' ah have tuh walk tuh mah j ob ,  yo ' git chew f ive new nail s . Take yo ' a - yo ' 
goes an ' drive ' em down in mah tracks r ight in de hallah of mah f eet . When ah 
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&it up dere ah have tuh do lak dis [ d emonstrates ] . 
(YOU CRAWL AROUND THE FLOOR LIKE THAT [ he evidently is crawling on the f loor ] . 

You have to crawl around then . Tha t  makes you lame . )  
An '  when [ I ] go [ to work] kin ah work dat way? Kin ah do d e  j ob dat way? Yo ' 

[culprit ] go on an ' t ell dis [ bo s s ]  man , "Well yo ' go t a crippl e ,  he can' t work . "  
Be ' ll try yo ' out an ' ah leave dere . 

Now dere ' s  othah thin ' s  da t chew kin do . 
(With this nail? ) 
[He probably answered by shaking his head . ]  
Well , if ah wanta pul l  yo ' ,  dere ' s  ano thah way ah kin pul l  yo ' .  Ah kin pul l 

J!O '  dis way .  
Ah kin go tuh work an ' ·git de str ing outa yore lef t -foo t ed sho e . 
(The shoestring . )  
Yeah . 
Ah kin t ie nine kno t s  in da t an ' ah kin go tuh work an ' git me some of dis 

heah devil ' s  shoestring ,  an ' ah kin git a heap o f  switch [ switches ] ,  git a heap 
af switch an ' ah cuts it round . [See comment lat er about the switches . ]  

Take da t sometime an ' bury it da t way an ' � [vic t im] s t ep ovah it gwine 
intuh yore j ob ,  an ' d e  j ob is soon mine d en .  Yo ' can ' t  stay d er e .  An ' ah take 
dat sho estring an ' t ie nine kno t s  in it an ' take an ' turn me a good so lid peg 
an' plac e it right in - fasten tha t  str ing to it an ' dr ive it down , see . 

(Any p lace? ) 
Any place . Yo ' have tuh give dat j ob up , bro thah . 
(What would that do to you ,  anything harmful ? )  
I t  j es '  knoak yo ' fo ' de j ob [ hitting the p eg is knoaking you ] , dat ' s  all . It 

DDt kill yo ' • 
[The pr ec ed ing r i t e  has 4 element s :  l ef t  sho estring t ied into 9 kno t s ; d evil ' s  

sboestr ing ; a heap of switah , a besom (called a hand bPoom - to d is t inguish it 
from the handle bPoom - by several informants in HOODOO ) ;  and a wooden p eg .  
Though informant does no t say so , the devil ' s  sho estring is evid ently crud ely 
wrapped round the bundle of switches to make a handle for the b esom . This hand 
broom is bur ied in the worker ' s  path to sweep him away from his j ob . The lef t 
sboestring (lef t for ev il work) is driven down into the ground by knocking the 
peg - usually called knoaking foP you. ] 

Yo ' d  have tuh go tuh work den an ' r edeem yo ' self fo ' luck . 
(If someone has taken your j ob away from you? ) 
Yeah, yo ' d  have tuh go tuh work an ' den git chew some ' no thah [ something or 

other ] fo ' luck . 
Yo ' go tuh work den an ' yo ' kin git chew some f ig roo t ,  buak-Poot [see p . 2051 , 

11ne 15 f . ] ,  [ive-[ingah-mastah [ usually called five-fingeP gPass ] an ' yo ' g it 
aa-e goldenrod [ rar e in hoodoo ] - git some buak-Poot an ' High John de Conkah. 
take dat an ' put it all tuhgethah intuh a ball an ' keep it wet in HeaPts Co?ggne, 
SPIT ON IT an ' rub it in d e  mawnin ' good lak dat [demonstrates ] .  

(Over your head and fac e and all over your body . ) 
Yeah, lak dat . Den yo ' go on . D en yo ' put some of de same thing wit it . dat 

thousan ' j 'int [see p . 204 9 , line 7f . ] .  
(Put some o f  the thousand-joint Poot with it ? )  

Yeah , put da t wit it . Yo ' kin git a j ob an ' yo ' won '  be worried an '  yo ' kin 
stay on d ere . 

(You can kill a spook ! How? ) 
Ain ' t  but one way yo ' kin kil l a spook : if yo ' take an ' open dat sbell an ' 

reload it , take the lead out o f  it , an ' chop up a p iec e of silver an '  pat in it . 
Jes ' ' spo s e ,  say j es '  fo ' ninstanc e ,  ' spo s e  if ah would go tuh work yo ' know, 
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an ' could work - ah may turn mahself tuh some kind o f  a ole hag o r  somp in an ' 
punish yo ' tuhnight . All r ight . Now yo ' see ,  yo ' might use a p i s to l . IF YO ' 
HIT ME WIT DE LEAD ,  YO ' WON ' KILL ME BUT YO ' LL D IE . But if yo ' go t silvah in 
dere an ' yo ' hit me wit dat ,  ah ' ll take it [ it ' ll kill me] - kill yo ' [me ] de 
second t ime , kill yo ' [me ] in a second ' s  time . 

(A s t ick o f  a tree or a bush? ) 
Yeah . Ah kin go a cer ' in [ c ertain]  p lac e an ' git a s t ick - ah kin be mad a t  

chew .  A h  kin go i f  a h  s e e  yo ' i n  de mawnin ' - tech dat hear t wit i t . 
(You ' ll touch me with the s t ick? ) 
Yo ' ll l ingah about a day . 

. (What sor t o f  a st ick would that be? 
from ·- or bush?)  

Well , yo ' git i t  out o f  de graveyard . 

What kind o f  a tree do you get tha t  

(Any kind o f  a st ick o u t  o f  the graveyar d ? ) 
- A  hickory. 

(A hickory s t ick . And all you do is 
Yes , an ' yo ' ll lingah all yore days . 
(You get this switch o f f  the hickory 
Yes , it go t ta grow in de graveyard . 

touch me with it ? )  
Yo ' nevah b e  no mo ' good t ill yo ' d ie . 

t r ee? ) 

Ah would burn de ashes - j es '  lak if ah wuz stayin ' heah now an ' ah d idn ' t 
wanna move from heah - ah ' d  burn dat ash an ' ah ' d  throw it ' roun ' de front s t ep s . 
Den ah ' d  take d is ashes an ' [ I  interrup t to show that we will talk about ano ther 
subj ec t . ]  

(You burn this wood to ashes , this wood from the tree struck by lightning ? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  r ight . 
(Then you get ano ther p iece? ) 

D en ah ' d  g i t  ano thah piece o f  de wood an ' ah make me fo ' pegs . Ah s t ick one 
peg o n  dat cornah , an ' one on dat , an ' one on dat , an ' one on dat [ the 4 corner s 
o f  the house] . An ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' ah won ' move ,  ah s tay r ight der e .  

Yo ' kin take a dog l ivah an ' yo ' kin tie people up. Yo ' take i t  home - wrap 
it up . If yo ' wanta Zoak somebody some way or no thah , j es '  carry it on in an ' 
let ' er cook it an ' eat i t . Ah kin go der e if ah wanta , but whethah or no ah 
do es , ah ' ll be der e when yo ' come - can ' t loo se . 

(Any o ther ma n  g i t s  s tuck in o ther word s . )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
Well , if yo ' wanta git in good or somp in wit some woman yo ' go in ' wit . All 

r ight . Yo ' take her roun ' somep in o t hah somet ime but yet yo ' can ' t make_ good , 
can ' t git ' er tuh go yor e  way ,  an ' yo ' wanta be wit ' er - yo ' know , secretly . 
Well now, whut ah ' d  do - dat ' s  eas ily done wit an orange or an ' apple or any
thin ' - any fruit or anythin ' dat she might eat .  

Well , now yo ' take an ' pass it [ fruit ] - ho l '  it in front wit dis han ' , j es '  
drag it through der e  thr ee t imes [ demons trates ] .  

(You take tha t  fruit with what hand now? ) 
Take an ' ho l '  in d is han ' an ' wit de r ight han ' [ demons trates ] .  
(Pull it r ight from t he front , r ight up to , through your cro tch . ) 
Back to yore tail . An ' yo ' let ' er eat a p iece of dat . She kin scald i t , 

she kin do anythin ' she wanta , an ' [or ] she kin j es '  eat i t  co ld . She ' ll nevah 
know de · d if f ' renc e ,  nevah know anythin ' in de wor l ' done tuh it . Ah kriow one 
thin ' - she ' ll nevah lo se fr iends wit yo ' . Don ' care whut happens , nobody will 
nevah break yo 1 up . Nobody kin nevah be in between yo ' .  Nobody kin nevah take 
her . Yo ' kin git ' er an ' yo ' kin quit , an ' yo ' kin go r ight back der e .  Don ' t 
car e who ' s  d er e  yo ' kin go in an ' git ' er r ight back . Go tuh work - don ' t care 
who she go t ,  she ' ll come an ' hunt yo ' .  
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(You do tha t  three t imes . You take the lef t hand and pa ss it [the fruit] 
.-derueath your body [ through the crotch]  and put it in your r ight baud [ at the 
�ks ] . You mus t  do that three t imes and g ive it t o  her and let her eat it . )  

Bat ' s  r ight . 
(THIS IS A RARE RIGHT ! ] 
De mockin ' b ird , if anybody eat it , dey say dey tell everythin ' dey know an ' 

�. Dat ' s  all ah know . - (THE FOLLOWING RITE I S  A CONFUS ING STUDY IN GENDER . ] 
If ah wuz yore wife [ informant i s  a man ] an ' ah ' m  slick [ clever ] - if yo ' got 

a idea dat ano thah man i s  go in ' wit me , an ' yo ' ask me an ' ah won ' t ell yo ' de 
tr.ch, an ' ah [ you ] would git mad an ' make yo ' [me ] tell me [ you ] de truth . 

iell , if ah would go tuh sleep der e ,  g i t  chew a glass an ' put a lit tle watah 
._ it ,  an ' take her [my ] han ' lak da t ,  take de end of ' er [my ] f ingahs an ' put in 
.. t glas s  of watah . Keep ' em  wet i n  dat watah . An 1 yo 1 ask ' er [me ] anythin ' ,  
� [ I ] wo n '  wake up . She ' ll [ I ' ll ]  t ell yo ' de truth of evahthin ' she [ I ]  evah 
.aae, dat yo ' wanta know . 

Take a toadf�g. If ah wuz a gamblah ah ' d  go tuh a game an ' ah ' d  break it • 
... d take dat jomoo [ see p . 51 9 ,  par . J ] an ' put it in mah pocket . Ah wouldn ' t  
k1l1 ' fm  [ the toad ] . Take dat toad [ a  living jomo ] an ' put it in mah coat pocket 
... evah time ah put mah han ' in dere on dat frog an ' come out an ' deal dem cards, 
ak slip mah money in dere too . Yo ' couldn ' t  ketah me [win from me ] all day an ' 
all. night long . 

Yo ' kin take dat cro s sbone out o f  ' im .  
(Ou t of the toadfPog? )  
Yes . Yo ' kin take dat cro ssbone out of ' im  [usually called a fishhook]  an ' go 

.. tetch her wit it , ah ' ll guarantee yo ' ain ' t go t no trouble wit her . She ' ll go 
,are wa y .  

Den yo ' kin take d a t  f ro g  an ' yo ' kin take table salt . I f  a h  go in ' tuh a game 
... anbody ketahin ' evahbody - ' lessen he have go t da t frog - if he haven ' t  go t 
.. t frog - all right - ah don ' think de salt will do any good . But if yo ' j es '  
CDl.cl ketchin ' ' fm  fo ' his nerve , yo ' know, ah j es '  take dat salt an ' wrop it in 
llere an ' do lak da t .  

(Put it on hi s hair ? )  
Bo ,  j es '  let it be down on his skin any place . Jes ' wrap it up f ir s '  so no 

tody kin see it . Spr inkle a lit t le b i t  o f  dat salt lak dat , let some hit his 
coat or anywhere . Well , he ' ll fal l  lak a million . 

(That kills his luck? ) 
Yeah . 
Yo ' kin take a broomstraw an ' yo ' kin mea sure de j o int s of a per son ' s  f ingah, 

jea' measure d e  j o int ori yore f ingah - dem nine f ingahs . 
(Nine f inger s ?  What f inger don ' t you mea sure then? ) 

Yo ' don ' measur e this one . The right thumb yo ' don ' mea sure it , yo ' measure 
tbese . Yo ' measure de lef t - al l on de lef t han ' an ' fo ' on de r ight , an ' yo ' 
leave d i s  heah thumb off . 

If somebody ' s  diggin ' a[tah yo ' tuh keep yo ' from strivin ' anywhere in evah 
t.&tance dey can , doin '  sompin tuh pull yo ' down. All right , den yo ' take dat 
fiugah straw af tah yo ' done mea sured it , an ' yo ' name it an ' yo ' cro ss yore 
leart .  Take do se straws an ' yo ' b ind ' em  tuhgethah lak dat from yo ' . tie it wit 
a string an ' take dat straw den an ' yo ' take it an ' carry it ovah dis sbouldah -
... h yore left shouldah , an ' throw it an ' don ' look back . Throw it an ' don '  look 
t.ck, an ' anythin ' he tryin ' tuh do tuh yo ' ,  dat will happen tub ' fa  an ' it will 
_..h happen tuh yo ' • 
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Da t mighty fine but yo ' kin take it , too , Yo ' kin take red onion an ' red 
peppah an ' yo ' could rub yo ' self if yo ' j as ' fin '  ll:t j es ' lo se yore nature or 
somepin othah . Dat will bring it back . 

(What would you rub with that? ) 
Jes ' take it  an f rub yo ' self up lak dat . Yeah , yore body - j es ' rub yore body 

from heah on up [demonstrates ] .  
(From the privates on up? )  
Yeah , wit da t red onion . lt ' s  purtty good an ' dat red peppah . 
If anythin '  [ a  hag ] would ride yo ' at  n,ight 1 all yo ' have tub do is git - put 

a broom acro s s  yore feet 1 put chure Tlill.tl!lln�tlt undah yore haid . Or yo ' kin throw 
de broom ' cross de do ' as yo ' CQme irt yor e room an ' dey can ' t  come in dere . 

Yo ' kin kill evahbody dat end s up r ight in dis room heah . An ' ah kin come in 
heah an ' he go tub wraa ' lin ' [ wrestling ] , can ' t any way ah evah go outa dere . 

(How would you do that? ) 
Well , d e  way yo ' do dat . Yo ' j ea '  �ite yore name on some little pieces o f  

new bo ' d ,  little pieces , ha�e eyah one of d em  dat big , an ' evah t ime yo '  wr ite 
chure name , yo ' j ea '  \ttite lak dis heah , "_I in heah only ; I am heah only, only 
me . "  All right , yo ' write lak dat on each one . Yo ' fasten one ovah [ da t ]  do ' ,  
an ' fasten one ovah dis do 1 1  an 1 yo 1 tack one ovah evah do ' dat comes intuh dat 
place . Why, dere wuzn ' t  a thing , yo ' d  nevah heah nuthin or see nuthin . 

�. ah tell yo 1 whut ah did . Yo 1 t!ke right heah [ in Sumter ] . Dere wuz a 
fellah d ied heah sometime ago 1 somet ime heah last yeah , an ' de way he d ied - ah 
went right on dere an ' ah rented dat place . HE DID PULL DE BLANKET ON ME ONE 
NIGHT [ see BEDCLOTHES DISARRANGED (by spir its) , FACI 1 2nd ed . ,  p . 737 ] 1 an ' ah 
�. his name wuz Barton , "Well 1  Barton1 " ah say, "yo ' made Perry run out chere . 
An ' he lak tub bust his haid open ovah somefin othah runnin ' out chere one night � 
Ah says , "!!!:!.!.• d ere a in 1 t nobody evah niQh tub pull any blanket kivah off a me . n 
Ah say , "Yo ' kin pull it tuhnisht ,  son,  but ah ' ll b it [ get even] wit chew tuh
morrah night . " An ' de next day al\ went an 1 ah fixed it up lak dat [ the rite 
already given] , fixed it up lak da t .  An 1 from dat day up tub d is , AH NEVAH HAVE 
HEAH BREAKIN ' UP WOOD [see BREAKING and CRACKING (by spirits) ,  FACI , 2nd ed . ,  
p . 7 23 ]  an ' thin ' s  ' way lat e  in de ni&ht . De hag ah nevah have heah ' em  roun ' 
dere any mo ' aftah ah d id dat . 

(Where d id you hear him, you say? This ghost , where did you hear him - when? )  
EVAH YOUNG MOON . 
(Why is tha t ? ) 
Well , yo ' see he ' d  connec t all d e  steam pipin ' an ' all dat pipin ' an ' thin ' s  

in dere , an ' he ' d  heah dat ' lec tric hammah s tart , "Oooh , come , come . "  
One evenin ' j es '  b efo ' de boys knocked off in dere , dere ' s  two fellahs have 

tub clean up d e  prayin ' room dere [ in the church] . 
(Gho s t s  always make those no ises on the new moon? ) 
Yessuh 1 on d e  new moon - during de  young moon , yessuh . 
(Then they don ' t  make it  after the moon is full? )  
After d e  moon git ole an ' all , an ' d e  moon shinin ' an ' all , dey won '  worry 

yo ' .  But dey comes on d e  r eal young moon an ' de  dark night - dat d e  spook ' s 
t ime .  
�f ah ' d  kill someone tuhnight an ' wanted tub git away, where yo ' reckon ah 
would go an ' stay? 

( I  don ' t know . ) 
Go r ight straight tub d e  c emetery an ' nobody would nevah come in d er e  an ' hunt 

yo ' • 
(Why? ) 
Well , DE LAW AIN ' T  GOIN ' IN DERE . Well , dey ain ' t  got no idea nobody in no 
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c..etery but de dead , an ' DEY AIN ' T HOT TUH GO IN DERE AN '  HUNT NUTHDI. IP DE!' 
SEE SOMPIN IN DERE DEY WOULDN ' T  GO AN ' DO IT . 

Take dis same thin ' dat ah have told yo ' .  
(That root?  Thousand-joint �ot ? )  
Yeah , in mah pocket . Ah ' d  leave heah . Why ah ' d  travel all ova h .  
(This man who j ust l ef t was telling me a s tory about when he was up in the 

a.ylum near Goldsboro , N . C . )  

"WE BEAT THE BUSHES FOR THESE FELLOWS" 

TAKE A FROG, A "TOADFROG ", ON DE 2 6TH DA Y OF NEXT MONT ' [MAY] 
AN ' IF YO ' WANT 'IM TUH TALK ON DE 2 6TH DA Y 

NO W AXE [ASK] 'IM, "WHUT IS DE BEAUTY OF A WOMAN? " 
AN ' HE 'LL PLAINL Y TELL YO ' [ANSWER IN TEXT] 

PUT A DEAD MAN BONE IN A JAR OF BRICK [LUMP] SUGAH 
AN ' SET IT AT DE NO 'TH CORNAH OF YORE HOUSE 

ON DE NEW MOON, DE NIGHT OF DE NEW MOON 
AN ' YO ' KIN CALL ANY SPIRIT FROM A GRA VEYARD 

SUMTER , SOUTH CAROLINA 

(Tvo undated no tes are written at the end of this interview :  I intePViewed him 
� 1348, the woman who wanted to know how to make a living. This woman , as 
WRl1 as everyone interviewed by me , had been instructed I did no t give advice ,  
tRl1 fortunes ,  heal ; had nothing to s ell , never accepted money from anyone . Yet 
�ionally , four or five times , a p erson s eeking help slipped in . The second 
..ce read s : We beat the bushes foP these fe l lows - "witchcraf ters" , "roo t workers" , 
�os" , and "cunj ur es" . From this s econd note comes the titl e  of this inter
wtew. One woman in Vicksburg expressed the intensity o f  our drive for anyone 
� anything about witchcraf t and hoodoo as follows : And this is WOPth twenty 
tlollazos, undePstand. I don 't gen 'PaUy do it, but afteP aU the "tPoopePs " aome 
� hePe and I say, we l l  maybe I [ go over to see the man] . Here is my later 
• rnt about her remark :  [SpeakeP aal ls my pePsonal aontaat man EdwaPd and O UP  
'f'ielalburg aontaat man, "tPoopePs " ' .  Medicine-show "tPoopePs ? " ]  These last two 
italicized quotations will be found in 2348 , p . 657 , lines 6-11 . A third comment 
� � end of this interview,  made a minute or two af ter informant lef t  the room, 
� how critical and cautious I was about everyone interviewed : (This man �ho 
;..t left, I am not VePy aePtain about the tPuth of his matePia l .  Some of his 
�s are all Pight . Some of the things he might have made up, and some of it 
� ratheP [blank space] . )  I realized later there is no thing wrong with his 
�1 . Among his rites he has two interesting and rare examples o f  magic spin
� ;  in one , a spinning apple is tossed up into the air , clockwise or counter
cladkvise for two differ ent purpo ses ; other rite , an egg self-spins on its ..all 
..a or walks by itself - an amaz ing activity with a logical answer ! ' His .aterial 
... on cylinders  C 7 51-C 7 58 = 233 2-2339 . ]  

Dey' ll take dat hair , yore hair , an ' dey ' ll put it  in a li ' le vial an •  den 
*7 ' 11  carry it down tuh runnin ' watah , an ' dey ' ll chunk dat hair in de ruDDin ' 
wa&ah, yo ' see , an ' dat vial won '  s ink . Well j es '  a s  long as it run on dat watah, 
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as fur as dat go , dat j es '  as fur as yor e  mind gwine , yo ' undahstan ' .  
(You mean they are go ing to send that per son away , o r  make them go crazy? ) 

Yessuh , make ' em  go an ' leave home . 
D en d ey kin take yore � an ' bur y  it undah d e  do ' s t ep wit some camphor gum , 

an ' d ey kin br ing yo ' tuh ' em  an ' make yo ' love dem j es '  lak yo '  wanta . Kin yo ' 
hear me? Close as d ey want tuh . Yo ' undahstan ' me ? 

(That ' s  for love? ) 
Yesiree [Yes sir ] . 
Dey kin take yore ha ir from undah de arm an ' put it in a vial an ' j es '  put one 

drop of [ something ? ] an ' let yo ' drink offa dat hair . D en yo ' love her , see .  -
(You put one drop of what in it? ) 

Watah , yessuh , j es '  fresh wa tah from a pump or from a well . 
[ This i s  a per spirat ion r i t e . ] 
(And you f ill that bottle wi th this wa ter , so that she will dr ink off tha t . 

That will make her love you? ) 
Yessir . 
Yo ' kin go down tuh d e  fo ' ks of d e  road an' g it some d ir t  r ight out of de 

crossroad an ' br ing it back , an ' den go tuh d e  graveyard an ' git some graveyard 
dust an ' mix wit it , an ' den yo ' CP088 da t . An ' dat will make yo ' j e s '  go from 
home an ' for sakin ' all yor e people an ' r ela tives fo 1 eternity . 

(Where would they CP088 tha t d ir t ? ) 
Right in d e  path wher e yo ' go t ta come out - out yur house , yo ' see [ d emon

strates ] . 
(Oh ,  they CPOBB i t  like that wi th that [ cro s sroad d irt and ] graveyard d irt -

make a form of the cro s s  on the ground for you to walk over . )  
Dat 1 s  r ight . 
Jes ' lak dey put sompin down roun ' yor e  house an ' yo ' walkin ' ovah it , dat 

take eff ect maybe tuh yore brain or tuh yore heart or anythin ' lak dat? Dat whut 
chew mean? Well , yo ' kin git some dust from a graveyard ,  from a per son foot at 
de graveyard - at his foo t . Yo ' git some tab le sal t , some Crystal Tab l e  Sal t , 
an ' yo ' gits a nickels wor th of sulphur . D en yo.-glt chew a nickels wor th of 
f ine alum an ' yo ' pound it up . An ' mix it tuhgethah an ' spr inkle dat an ' dat 
will kill all sech thin ' s as dat . 

( I t  won' t harm you if you walk over it . )  
[You can walk over anything put down or planted for you . ] 
Well now , ah ' ll tell yo ' .  D ey ' ll go tuh work an ' g i t  dis GRAVEYARD D IRT an ' 

dey ' ll go tuh yore do ' an ' d ey SPRINKLE DAT D IRT BACKWARD S .  WALK BACKWARD S ,  yo ' 
know , an ' spr inkle dat dirt a s  yo ' walk out . An ' den yo ' hit dat , why dat ' ll 
turn yo '  roun ' d en an ' cuz yo ' tuh b e  gwine back . In evahthin ' yo ' gain ' in 
yo ' gwine backward s .  [ An unusual backwaPda r i t e . ] 

Now , dey kin take yor e foot track an ' d ey kin put i t  in a pint b o t t l e  an ' put 
some � an ' put some quicksilvah on da t . [ Informant explains quicks ilver later 
in interview . ] An ' d en d ey kin go tuh work an ' j es '  spr inkle a li ' le b i t  in de 
f iah, yo ' see , or on de stove , anythin ' ho t ,  yo ' see , an ' j es '  call yore name . 
�j es ' any way dat d ey want chew tuh do , why d ey kin control yo ' .  D ey kin sead 
yo ' off or dey kin put a spe ll  on yo ' .  D ey kin cuz yo ' - tuh b e  j es '  any way dey 
wanta . 

But now tuh ' vo id da t . Now yo ' wanta know whut tuh do tuh ' vo id dat . Ya ssuh. 
Yo ' go tuh work an ' git de frog , a toadfPog ,  an ' yo ' burn dat in d e  ashes , yo ' 
undahstan ' ,  an ' den yo ' git some alum ,  some powdah alum an ' mix i t  wi t d e  a shes , 
an ' put chew some Red Top Beer on it - Red Top Beer , yesiPee . An 1 d en yo ' j es '  
spr inkle yoreself good wit dat - j es '  spr inkle yo ' s elf . An ' da t 1 11 1vo id da t . 
Yessuh . 
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Yo ' kin take a person toenail - now if yo ' wanta do ' em bad ,  a ai.lvah cl:ble an' 
�t a halfa t easpoonful of black gunpowdahs .  Listen good . An '  :70 1  kill Ulu! de 
tbin' called sulphur stone. Does yo ' know dat ?  

(It ' s  in a lump? ) 
Yes sir , sulphur stone . Den yo ' kin g it chew a nickels wut ' a  [worth of] apple 

wiaeph . An ' yo ' kin mix all dat stuff tuhgethah an ' yo ' kin take dat an,• [eidler] 
pMt it down [ to harm someone] an ' [ or ]  j es '  spr inkle yo ' self [ for protection] . An ' 
� dat ' ll bring anybody tuh yo ' ,  or  dat kin put a spell on ' em .  Dat kin kill ' ea, 
ar dat kin destroy ' em. Any way yo ' wanta , j es '  so when yo '  sprinkle , why j es 1 
call dere name , yo ' undahstan ' ,  tell ' em  in de d irec t ion yo ' want ' em  tuh go . Jes ' 
lak yo '  talkin ' tuh me , says , "Ah wan ' chew tuh go sech-an ' -sech a place . "  Yo ' 

f hstan ' . "Ah wan '  chew tuh come sech-an' -sech a place . " Well den ,  ah have 
� do j es '  whatevah yo ' ' pec t [ expec t ]  fo ' me tuh do . 

(&while ago when you were speaking about quicksilver . You mean tha t  quick
.U.ver tha t  is in a bo ttle or you mean tha t  t in paper [ tin foil] tha t  is around 
IDM.cco ? )  

10 suh, it ' s  a quicksilvah yo ' ordah fo ' dat purpose . Yessuh . 
(It ' s  like a liquid ; a silver liquid ? )  
Yessuh . 
well now, yo ' wanta know whut de man do TUH SELL HIS SELF TUH DE DEVIL . Well , 

,es .  Yo ' go take a black cat an ' go down an ' burn a black cat - yo ' burn ' em . 
1D '  b ile [ bo il ]  ' im. D en yo ' go an ' take dat bone [bones]  an ' yo ' take it intuh 
� watah an ' dat�ne will rise intuh de top , An ' natchaly [ na turally] yo ' will 
.ee dat bone . Den a s torm come right ovah hit , yessuh - lightnin ' an ' thunderin ' 
... rainin ' . It will �ome right ovah yo ' .  Den yo ' make a prayah , sell yo ' out 
£ah de devil - call on,  evahwhere yo ' call on nuthin but de  devil , tuh ask ' im  
£ah deal wit chew in evahthin ' • But yo ' nevah call o n  de Name of God . An ' aftah 
JU 1  receive dat bone intuh yore pocket , den yo ' kin go on aftah anythin ' yo ' want 
� cuz yo ' no mo ' God ' s , yo ' belongs tuh de devil . 

Yo ' go tuh work an ' git  chew some sea sage . 
�t is that ? )  
Dat s a herb . 
(Where do you get it ? )  
Yo ' git it down de  s ide of  a branch or  r ivah . 
(You don ' t mean wat ercress ? )  
Bo suh, sea sage. An ' yo ' git chew a bran ' -new glass an ' yo ' put some red 

-.:IDe - whut yo 1 call blackberry wine . AH RECKON YO 1 HEAR TALK OF DAT . . An 1 put 
.. t sea sage in dat an ' let it stan ' fo ' ' bout two hours or three hours . Den yo ' 
take a swallah of it . Den if hit not natchal [ na tural ] why den hit ' ll come back, 
,a1 undahstan ' . But if it  natchal , it don ' t bring nuthin . An ' den [ somethiDg] 
�t give a spring out de  eyes . [The eyes are affec ted in some way - ache in eyes 
� head ? Perhaps this depends upon how much red wine is used ! ] 

(In o ther words ,  if that comes up again, then you know somebody has tricked 
Zf!!!! )  

Yessuh. 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  chambe� lye . An ' lot s  o f  folkses take it an' � 

.. ifedis [ asafe t ida ] an ' mix wit it an ' put it in a li ' le vial . Gits tbree drops 
af Heart Cologne an ' mix wit dat an ' j es '  ' no int de clothes . An' j es •  let 1 ea  
walk by an ' yo ' git d e  sc ent of  dat , why . den dat 1 11 draw love . 

Or eithah, den ,  if dey take it [chambe� lye ] an1 put camphor an' aha. why den 
dat ' ll change dem, drive ' em  away . Yo ' kin use dat eithah way JO '  wmata .  

Go tub work an ' take some o f  yore chambe� lye an ' STOP IT UP II A GIEIR BOTTLE 
(.abstitute for old black bo ttle]  t ight an ' bury it . Yessuh, dat will atop yore 
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watah right dere . 
D ey take dat de same as dey urinate , yessuh . 
(Their passage? ) 
Yessuh , an ' stop i t  up in a bo ttle an ' bury it in de same direction an ' dat 

will s top dat [ bowels ] �· 
(Any kind of a bottle? ) 
Yessuh . 
Well , now,  dey kin take a woman when she have her periods on her , take some of 

her rag an ' s top it up in a bottle j es '  de same . Dat will kill ' er .  
(What would you do with that bot tle then? ) 
Bury it . 
Yo ' kin go tuh a chicken coop - tuh a fowl house or a hen house , an ' yo ' kin 

git one feathah out of  dat fowl house , an ' SAY DE OUR FATHAH PRA YERS OVAH DAT 
FEATHAH THREE TIMES ' FORE SUNRISE,  an ' STICK IT DOWN IN DE NO ' TH CORNAH , or in de 
SOUTH CORNAH , or in DE WEST , or in DE EAST [a four-aoPners-of-the-earth rite]  or 
anywhere yo ' wants tuh . An ' if yo ' wants tuh accomplish anythin ' ,  why j es '  stick 
dat feathah down, In de Name of Jesus , an ' yo ' go t it . 

Now yo ' kin take a AIG FROM A BLACK HEN an ' yo ' kin bring anybody from prison . 
Well , yo ' take dat aig an ' yo ' bury dat aig one day . Den yo ' take dat aig an ' 

speak de Ten Commandment ovah dat aig three times . Yessuh . Den yo ' take dat aig 
an ' yo ' bile it down in quicksilvah . Den yo ' TAKE DAT AIG AN ' BATHE IT OVAH WIT 
JOB ' S-TEAR WATAH. 

(Job ' s-tear water ? )  
Yessuh . Ah reckon yo ' hear talk of dat . 
[ Yes , I had heard of Job ' s  tear s ,  see FAC I ,  1st ed . (1935 ) , 2681-2682 , p . 13 0 ;  

528 6 ,  p . 259 ; but I wanted further information . ]  
(That ' s  something you buy? ) 
Yessuh , yo ' ordahs dat fo ' dat purpose . 
D en yo ' kin take a ig an ' yo ' kin turn dat aig up on de  sharp end [ so that i t  

c a n  become like a spinning top ] , an ' yo ' speak tuh de aig , an ' j es '  turn [ egg ] 
roun ' an ' roun ' an ' j es '  call de person name - walk roun ' an ' roun ' . An ' suh, 
as  long a s  dat aig walkin ' ,  why den dey j es '  can ' t pass a sentence  on ' em .  Yes
suh . 

(You j us t  turn that egg around? ) 
YO ' JES ' TURN ROUN ' YO ' SELF . [ here was the f irst  hint that I was not under

standing the rite . ] 
(You keep talking to it?  You put tha t  egg on its small part in the ground 

and you say that will keep turning around? ) 
Oh, yessuh , it  j es '  keep turnin ' roun ' itself . 
(And what do you do? You j ust keep talking to it?  You t ell it  what you want 

done? You don ' t  walk around the egg , you j us t  stand there? ) 
No suh, dat ' s  r ight . 
[ Informant ' s  preceding no and yes at the same time were meaningless to me . I 

did no t understand the r ite . An egg standing on its  small end turning or walking 
by itself was beyond my experience ,  but not beyond the adventures of some doators. 
Perhaps informant saw these antic s only after he had had some of tha t  blackberry 
wine ; the old homemade variety , being po tent indeed . (For doators and alcohol , 
see t itle quotations from Doator English [ England ] , p . 1386 . )  Even so , alcohol i s  
neither the complete nor immediate explanation of  this black-hen-egg r ite . I ask 
him, "You j ust turn that egg around? " He answers ,  "Yo ' j es '  turn roun ' yo ' self . "  
That is j ust what he does ! But f irst , he digs a shallow hole in the ground to 
s tand the egg up on its small end , then he turns the egg round several t imes in 
i t s  resting plac e ,  while calling the person ' s  name , and f inally he himself s tands 
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ap aod beg ins to spin like a top ! Dizziness and alcohol are the ca.ple£e ezpla
-�ion . ] 

Take de � from a li ' le young colt , a stran ' of hair from a li ' le '!!!!9 co1� 
rl&h� up in his forehead . Den yo ' git some of d e  hoof of  his mothah. jes' � a 
1l'le piec e of  de hoo f  o f f  ' is mo thah hoo f -foo t . An ' yo ' take dat straad of hair 
.. • yo ' twist it . Af tah yo ' twisted it up in de [ d emonstra t e s ] . 

{You mean you twist that hair around the hoof ? )  
Yessuh . 
Den yo ' take de horse hoof an ' dat hair an ' git  chew some lodestone powdahs, 

JD' undahstan ' ,  an ' magia sand. Den yo ' git  chew some quicksilvah an ' put in 
-� an ' call dere name o f  dese mens - de officahs . An ' den no t a one kin come 
bh yo ' .  

(What do you do with all this mixture after you get it together . What do you 
4D �th tha t , then? ) 

Den yo ' bury dat right in de road comin ' in . Dat keep dere mind . 
IOv yo ' take de manure from a chicken an ' j es '  lak if anythin ' in yo ' lak 

� [poison ] - say pizen , a frog or anythin ' lak dat . Yo ' kin take de manure 
�tra in it 1 put it in a bottle an ' let it stan 1 dere fo ' about fo ' hour s . Den 
JD' kin g it some of dis Crys tal Salt , alum , mageddy [magnetic ? ]  powdahs - yessuh , 
!!IeddY po�hs [ another name for powdered lodestone? ] .  An ' yo ' mixes dat tuh
�h an ' g ive ' em  a teaspoonful o f  dat 1 an ' dat will kill frogs , snakes , scor
tlaas• asps or anythin ' dat in der e  dat poison - dat will bring it out . 

De snake now , yo ' go tuh work an ' burn dat powdah . Yo ' see , burn up j es '  
... tevah i ' tis . Put dat powdahs 1 d e  same ashes , on anythin ' yo ' eat . 

{You burn up these snakes and fro g s  and things like that? ) 
Yessuh , an ' put de ashes on dere food , yo ' see . 
Yo ' g it chew a d imes o f  spirit of turpentine , git chew a dimes wut of spirit 

of paragoric , an ' yo ' mix dat paragor ic an ' turpentine an ' Crystal Salt tuhgeth
ah. Den yo ' g it chew a piece o f  asa[etidy an ' put it in dere an ' g it chew a 
..ed steel knife ,  undahstan ' .  An ' j es '  wherevah yo ' ,  if it in d e  house ,  why yo ' 
� it in de house ; if  it ' s  undah de  bed , yo ' set it undah de  bed - j es '  where
..ah yo ' wanta ketch it a t . If it ' s  undah de  eve [ eaves ]  of  yor e  house , why yo ' 
� dat knife , de sharp point of dat knif e ,  an ' yo ' stick it down in dat stoppa� 
JD' uodahstan ' .  Yessuh 1 intuh de  stoppah right in dat bo ttle . 

(All tha t  s tuf f is in the bo ttle . )  
An '  j es '  ease it up undah de  house an ' j es '  whoevah yo ' wanta ketch , why 

f£ ' 11  go in dere . Jes ' call d e  person name , whoevah yo ' wanta ketch , an ' it ' ll 
I! right in der e .  [This i s  catching a person ' s  spirit in a bo ttle - see margin 
�le TO CATCH A SPIRIT , p . 24 .  

Den aftah yo ' ketch ' em, why den it look j es '  lak leetle chicken entrails . 
�· as long as yo ' got dat ,  why den yo ' go t it . Why we [dbatoPs ?]  can ' t  do 
..Uin . An ' den ,  if yo ' wanta let ' em  go , why den yo ' have tuh let ' em  go fro. 
[tbe bottle]  de  nex ' mawnin ' ' fore daylight , yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' know, dey j es '  
� ketch ' em . An ' i f  yo ' wanta 1 turn ' em  loose . But i f  yo ' don ' wanta � 
• .. loos e ,  den de othah f ellah [doatoP ?]  have tuh loo se ' em , why den yo 1 kin hold 
u. 

(What if you d idn ' t  turn them loose before sunr ise? What would happea!) 
Well ,  if dey don ' turn ' em  loose befo ' sunrise , why den ,  why yo ' can ' � � 

• .. loose , no s ir . 
�ell , HOW WOULD THAT SPIRIT GET THROUGH THAT STOPPER IN THE BOT!LB!) 
Vell, DEY JES ' LAK ' LECTRIC 1 yo ' see - or lightnin ' 1 see .  liE JtD8 DeB Ill D&X 

IIIPE1 in dat s teel knife,  yo ' undahstan ' .  
(Be runs down through that steel knif e in the cork in tha� bo��1e!) 
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Dat ' s  right . 
Yo ' take wood from a tree an ' yo ' kin git table salt . 
(A tree struck by lightning . )  
[My comment here shows I had asked abou t a tree s truck by lightning . ]  
Yes sir , de same tree . An ' yo ' kin take three peg s , or fo ' peg , j es '  how 

many cornahs dey is  in de bouse ,  an ' take dat stoppah an ' takes it an ' bo ' a hole 
in it  an ' put some salt in dere . Why dat s top de l ightnin ' from git t in ' in any
body house . 

(You put these four pegs  you say in each corner o f  the house? ) 
Yes . South,  east , no ' th an ' west . Yessuh. 
(And you bore a ho le [ 4 holes ] in the house? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(And you put what in there? ) 
Crystal Salt . 
(And then you put these pegs in that  hole? ) [Those  holes? ] 
Dat ' s  right . 
(The lightning won ' t  be  able to strike the house . )  
Yo ' kin take dat little bow from a man hat an ' yo ' kin run him craz y .  
D ey take dat little bow from a man ' s  hat an ' dey git some cow-wet - pee . 
(Water from a cow? ) 
Yessuh . Den yo ' git some red peppah , some cayenne red peppah - dis ho t f ine 

peppah . Ah reckon yo ' have seen it , yo ' undahstan ' .  
D en yo ' take dat bow an ' yo ' twist it . Den yo ' git chew some sulphuh an ' yo ' 

tie dat little bow up in dat sulphuh . Den if yo ' weah it undah yore arm , why 
he ' ll love yo ' ;  den if yo ' weah it in yore sho e ,  he apt tuh git away . D en if yo ' 
weah it in yore hatband , why den he have tuh come undah yore f eet , come undah 
yore j urisdiction . Yessuh . 

Yo '  kin take a shoe - yo ' kin dress a sho e  fo ' a man in a way dat he can ' t  
weah a sho e ,  an ' if he weah it , why it kill ' im r ight away . An ' if he weah it , 
why it run ' im crazy ; or if he weah it  why it  run him blind . Or j es '  any way 
dat he [ you ] set - JES ' LAK YO ' SET CHURE MACHINE , yes sir . 

[My Telediphone with ro tating cylind er , my occasional pushing stop-go button , 
and changing cylinders mus t  have impressed him ! ] 

(Tell me how that is done . ) 
Well , dey git s  rabbit manure .  Listen good . An ' git a sparrow eye ,  ONE DESE 

NEEDLE WIT A SPARROW EYE WHICH YO ' KIN ORDER DAT . 
(The eye of  a sparrow? ) 
Yessuh.  
Den yo ' kin git  de fallin ' from a BLACK CAT , de  MANURE . An ' yo ' mixes all 

dat up tuhgethah . An ' git graveyard dirt an ' mix dat up tuhge thah an ' dress dat 
sho e .  An ' any way dat dey want chew tuh do wit dat sho e ,  why den yo ' has tuh do 
�yo ' see . If dey want chew tuh go an ' git on de railroad an ' let de  train 
kill yo ' ,  why yo ' have tuh git on der e .  If yo ' have tuh git on de  road an ' let 
de  automobile run ovah yo ' , if dey says so . DAT ' S  WHY YO ' GIT RUN OVAH . Yesire� 
[ HERE HOODOO CAUSES AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS ! ] 

Well , yo ' kin burn a person ' s  shoes tuh kill ' em  in de  same [way - tuh kill 
him by fire] . Yo ' kin burn a per son ' s shoe tuh send ' em  off . Yo ' kin burn a 
per son ' s  sho es fo ' him tuh go in de fire or be burn up in a house . 

(How do you do that? ) 
Well yo ' git de heart from a bat ,  yessuh. An ' yo ' git a livah from a dog , yo ' 

undahstan ' .  An ' lodestone powdah an ' guicksilvah , an ' some Crystal Salt , an ' 
sprinkle it on his shoe an ' call his name an ' he have tuh go . 

(What about burning that sho e ,  burning himself in the f ire? How do you do 
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daa�? )  
Well d e  same attitude . 
[An old penciled not e  of mine here reads : YoUP intention, whioh is the � 

beJrind. eve:roything. ] 
[Again he refers  to my Telediphone as  follows : ]  
Yo ' set up chure machine tuh go . Yo ' kin set chure clock or anythin ' ,  faa� 

or slow. Or eithah yo ' kin take anothah machine , if yo ' want it tuh go righ� . 
[Did my preceding question tread on his professional toes? Here another old 

penciled no te of  mine reads : I unde:rostood Zate:ro that he was imp:roovising - joining 
gamb ling deviae and "pen. aap. " method, whiah he, as an e:x:pe:rot, had a pe:rofeat 
Pight to do .  I always remembered , as the reader must also remember , that excep t
ims several per sons , I never interviewed anyone more than once . I caught my 
informant s unprepared for a searching interview ,  unles s they knew what they were 
calking about . Let me r epeat  what I said a t  the beginning of  this interview : 
�s man had the g:roeat sea:roet - it is the intention. ] 

Well , yo ' take de socks an ' git  chew some runnin ' watah an ' wash de socks out 
in runnin ' watah . D en yo ' turn right back wit de  same watah an ' po ' it intuh de  
..amp or de  rivah, an ' dat have tuh make ' em lef t .  

Den [ again] yo ' take dat same watah an ' put it  in a quart j ar ,  an ' bury it 
uadah de eve [ eaves ] of de  house an ' dat will cause dem tuh die . 

Now, ' simmon [ persimmon]  bark , yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' kin come ' bout trouble 
wi� dat . Well , now, yo ' go tuh work an ' gits a man hair an ' git dere track, git 
de f ingahnail , an ' den yo ' git de toenails from a cat , any kinda cat . Jes ' pow
dab it  up in ' ' matoes [ tomatoes ] - dat bark pound up , yo ' know . An ' den git a 
� from a dog - de watah from a dog , a he dog j es '  whoevah he is . An ' mixes dat 
vit some Crystal Salt . An ' yo ' kin kill anybody . 

(What do you do with that stuf f when you mix it up ? )  
Whut chew do wit it ? Jes ' sprinkle it , yessuh , where a pus son wanta walk 

ovah . D en let ' em walk ovah it an ' dat germ will fly , git dat disease intuh a 
pus son . 

Well , yo ' kin take de foo tbo ' d  [ from a grave ] an ' bring it  tuh a pusson house 
an' let ' em sleep on dat foo tbo ' d  a t  night [ under the bed or house ] . An ' if dey 
wan� dat foo tbo ' d  tuh call de dead from de graveyard , call de man from de dead 
�uh carry ' em back wit ' im .  He  certainly will . 

(What will happen to the f ellow then? ) 
Why he died . 
Git de  eye of a dog an ' black gunpowdah an ' make a li ' le bag . An ' git de 

blood from a black cat an ' mo st any kinda salt an ' some asafetidy , an ' mix all 
dat stuff up tuhgethah . D en yo ' go tuh work an ' git  chew a bo ttle of Hea:rot 
COlogne an ' yo ' feed dat , feed it about three drops about once  or twice a week . 
I� bring up [ causes ] a green mo ss on de bag , or a groun ' -mole bag or skin - evah 
vbut chew put it  in , eithah a bat skin or anythin ' - den it come up a green .ass . 
[The bag becomes moldy . ]  When dat green moss on dere evah mawnin ' ,  why den rub 
yore han ' yo ' know . 

(What will that  do for you? ) 
Why anythin ' yo ' may have tuh do , dey can ' t  ketch yo ' .  Bring yo '  hxk • .,aey . 
(You are supposed to do that  for gambling? )  

For gambling . 
[While my recording machine was stopped , informant star�ed a rite tha� uses 

salt and some of the dirt from under the toenails o f  the murdered ..a. ] 
A diff ' ren one dat same f ellah tole me . An ' weah i �  in ,ore pocke� . Da� ' s  

de Crystal Salt [ and toenail dir t ] , an ' yo ' put it in a li ' le cololae boc�le 
[with the cologne ] , an ' evah mawnin ' ' fore sunrise,  take oae d!op. jea'  one drop 
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an ' sprinkle it right where dat fellah git killed , or in de direc t ion he git 
killed . He can ' t  s tay ' way . He [murderer ] have to come an ' give up . 

(From who se toenails - under who se toenails do you get  this dirt? ) 
De dead man . 
(That is to bring the fellow back who killed him. ) 
Yo ' go tub work den an ' dey ' ll nevah ketch ' im , providin ' if yo ' use de LoPd 

[OuP ]  Fathah �ayePs , yo ' undahs tan ' .  Den he kin go tub work an ' git de EYE FROM 
a cootah , dat ' s  a animal [ turt le or tortoise ] . An ' PULL YQ ' OFF DE LEF ' FOOT OF 
A COOTAH an ' den yo ' give dat tub ' im an ' dey nevah will ketch ' im . 

( If he has commit t ed some crime or killed somebody? )  
Yes . 
Now , yo ' kin take wire nails an ' yo ' kin drive two new pegs down - yo ' take yo ' 

dem [ twelve ] wire nails an ' yo ' git chew some brimstone an ' some asafetidy an ' 
camphor gum . Den yo ' go tub work den an ' g i t  chew some lodestone powdahs , quick
silvah , potash, an ' mix all dat tuhgethah , an ' dPess dem nails [with this mixtur� .  

(Drive them down in the path? Just the one nail? ) 
Twelve . Den dat person go ovah dem, den dat will hold ' em down ; or eithah 

dat , chew bring ' em up . It ' s  ' ccordin ' tub how yo ' want ' em tub go . 
Or eithah yo ' kin take twelve nails an ' dr ive two nails in each cornah of  yore 

house , an '  dat will hold ' im  down or dat will let ' im  go - j es '  whatevah yo ' say . 
Yo ' kin take matches . Yo ' kin take two matches on yore haid an ' call de  name 

o f  Jesus o r  Jo seph or j es '  whoevah yo ' name - one of do se ' c iples . [Two matches 
on your haid are usually cro s sed - see margin title MATCHES AGAINST CANDLES , 
p . 8 56 . ] Yes sir . Den yo ' kin take de matches den an ' put ' em  undah yore lef t 
arm , an ' yo ' wear dem matches undah dere till de head weah o f f . Den yo ' take 
dei same matches an ' put ' em in a bo t t le or in a bucket of watah . 

(Well what do you wear tho se matches in your hair for ? ) 
Undah yore arm , dat tub git de sap out , j es '  lak de pePspiPe from a per son -

ah mean , j es '  lak yo ' git de  sap from a man or a per son , it  de  scent of  a man ' s 
body . 

(What do you do with tho se matches then? ) 
Yo ' take an ' cut ' em up ,  an ' put ' em i n  a li ' le pile or sompin lak dat , an ' 

j es '  lak yo ' wanta , drop one drop in a man ' s  watah , if yo ' want him kill himself ; 
or if yo ' wanta kill , j es '  drop one drop in dat . I t  ' ccordin ' tub whut chew 
wanta do . An '  dat will settle h im .  

Well , says yo ' kin g o  tub wo r k  an ' git  one of dem s tockin ' s an ' bury it  undah
nea t ' his house , an ' dat ' ll make him stay home . 

Well , he have tub go tub work now an ' take some dog watah an ' take some dog-
wood bark an ' steep it tub a tea .  An ' evahthin ' br ing his natUPe right back . 

(What does he do with that tea then? ) 
He dr inks dat tea . 
Well , yo ' take an ' tie dem kno t s  i�tuh a string , sompin lak love knots , gamb

lePs knots , or anythin ' lak dat . Den yo ' kin t ie dem kno t s  in a string an ' call 
yor e  name a s  yo ' drive ' em  [ tie the knot tighter ] - j es '  whatevah [whoever ] � 
ar e ,  j es '  lak ah tie dis [ kno t ]  now for mah love . Well , ah tie dat . Ah ' m  [ tying 
kno t s ]  dat yo ' may aim tub git  away from de girl . [ Presumab ly the speaker is 
tied up because girl tied knots for him. ] Well , when ah tie j es '  turn mah back 
tub ' em .  Well , ah call dat name , undahstan ' .  Well , ah take dat same knot [ knot� 
an ' ah take it an ' put i t  in a basin of fresh watah an ' put it  undah de head of  
mah bed . An ' den in de mawnin ' ' fore daylight , ' fore d e  sun rise , ah take dem 
kno t s  out an ' r ing de watah out an ' bathe mah face in i t  an ' den ah go out [ I  am 
·mtied] . 

Yo ' kin git  d e  l ivah from a dog an ' powdah it up an ' give it tub a woman in 



- Hoodoo - Conj ura t ion - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 2065 

her bread an ' dat will Zoak any man . 
� do you get them apar t when they are locked together ? )  
Tuh git ' em  from tuhgethah , git de livah from a black dog , g it de livah fro. 

a black dog an ' pound it up an ' make a tea out of it wit dogwood bark, an' &ive 
�t � ' em  an ' dat will loose ' em .  

An '  now , ah heard yo ' take dat d ir t  daubah nes t  put i t  in - d e  same thin ' an' 
caok bread dough an ' put it in dere . But den yo ' have tuh mix it wit graveyard 
�. undahstan ' ,  from de foo t of  a grave or from de head of a grave , de  dust of 
�t , chew know . An ' yo ' kin take dat graveyard d ir t  an ' daubah nes t  an ' mix it 
�ethah , an ' put quicksilvah wit i t ,  an ' put it in anythin ' . DAT WILL CREATE 
�PS . De same thin ' whut is dere in de dir t daubah nes t , why it will cuz it  
� create in  dis per son hisself - eithah young daubahs or young waspses , j es '  
wbatevah it is . 

(Poplar bark? ) 
Yes sir . Dogwood , yes sir , an ' ' s immo n  [ pers immon] bark . [ Three barks . ]  An ' 

yo '  bile [ boil ] all o f  da t tuhgethah an ' den yo ' git de lef t foo t from a toad[rog 
an '  yo ' make a tea out of  it  an ' drink it . 

(What will that  do then? ) 
Dat will give relief . 
(FROM ALL THESE LIVE DIRT DAUBERS AND THINGS THAT ARE IN YOU ? ) 
Yes sir . 
[For the use of a frog in cures , see margin title FROG , p . 44 1 , and many places . ]  
Yo ' kin g it a hawk nes t ,  git de l i ' le [ litter or rubbish] on de  out side . Git 

a hawk nest an ' yo ' kin go anywhere yo ' self an ' yo ' kin rob - kin git money , any
uin ' lak dat . 

(What would you do with that hawk ' s nest ? )  
Take d e  hawk ' s  nest an ' den yo ' burn it , yessuh , git de sand out of  it - ah 

aean de ashes out of it . Den yo ' git some quicksilvah, an ' den yo ' git de hair 
from a deer , den yo ' g i t  de fat from r ight undahneat '  ' is neck , an ' yo ' mix all 
dat stuff up tuhgethah, undahs tan ' .  Den yo ' git chew some lodes tone an ' den yo ' 
lathah yo ' self all de way down . 

(Af ter you do that , what do you do then? ) 
Den yo ' kin go  an ' d o  anythin ' .  
(Go around and do anything you want to do ? )  
Yessuh . 
Yo ' could take a snail an ' burn ' im  an ' put de ashes in a guart bo t tle an ' put 

SOII.e vinegah on it . An ' yo ' kin TAKE DAT SAME VINEGAR AN '  YO ' KIN DRAW A PERSON 
DOWN SO SMALL DEY COULD BE IN A BOTTLE , JES ' BY BATH IN ' ' IM .  

(What would you do that  for ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat  an ' make up a form [ image] , yo ' take dat an ' bathe a pusson 

[ image after naming it ] an ' put ' im  in a guart bo ttle . 
(What would a fellow do that  sor t of thing for ? )  
Well , yo ' kin j es ' d o  da t if yo ' don ' wanta kill ' im. [ This is also a spirit 

catching rite , see margin title TO CATCH A SPIRIT , p . 24 . ]  
Yo ' kin take a red ants nest , if a man gwine wit a woman . Take d e  red ants 

an ' make a tea an ' dat woman bathe huhself an ' - why it  turn ' er st�b jes ' as 
bard as a brick , an ' any man connec ted wit ' er ,  why he ' ll d ie [unless be 1a un
loosed] . 

Den yo ' kin take de same ants , de big [ r ed ]  ants  nest , an ' .ake a salve an' 
unloosen it . 

Now yo 1 kin take a mink, take his blood , an ' yo ' kin take a racoon' s  blood , 
an' den yo ' kin take a wolf eye , an ' m ix it  tuhgethah . Den 10 '  kiD take quick
silvah , kin take asafet idy - see , da t de gum of it . See, J0 1  al .. ya have tuh use 
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dat asafetidy . An ' yo ' kin go in any place  yo ' wanta [ to steal ] an ' not a ani
mal kin hurt chew. Yo ' kin call ' em , yo ' kin lay yore han ' on ' em , an ' he can ' t 
hurt chew . 

(How would you do that with this stuf f ? ) 
Jes ' rub it on yore han '  an ' BLOW ON IT . 
Yo ' kin take borax an ' yo ' kin take de white o f  a a ig ;  yo ' kin take mockin ' 

birds f eathah an ' yo ' kin take de  sackfulla bat heart !  [ He is using a small sack 
making a hand. ]  Den yo ' kin take primetty seeds . 

(What is that1 )  
It ' s  a little seed grows in de  woods - little bunches of  whole - little seed s  

' bout as big as  a mustard seed . Ain ' t  quite as big as a mustard seed . 
(What do they call it , now? ) 
Prime tty. 
(Pa Zmetty ? )  
Pa lmetty seed s . I t  grows right dere in Florida - in Cah ' lina [ Carol ina ] , back 

down heah tuh Charleston . [Demonstrates . ]  Don ' t  nevah be no highah den dat . 
(You don ' t mean palmetto ? )  
No suh, primetty . 
[ I ' ll leave this one for the expert s . ] 
An ' yo ' kin git dem seed s  an ' beat ' em  up an ' mix wit dat [ previous mixture]  

an ' put de  quicksilvah or [asafedidy ? ]  wit ' em, an ' dat will cause de engineer 
tuh wreck his train . Soon as he git about ten miles , f ive or ten miles , down de 
road , he ' ll wreck it . 

Well , yo ' kin take a d ead man ' s bone an ' call all [ the whole o f ]  de spirit  
from de grave . 

[ In hoodoo a par t o f  the human body equal s the whole body ; the same rule  ap
plies after d eath in the spirit world - see margin title PART OF THE SPIR IT 
EQUALS WHOLE OF SPIRIT , p . 21 . ] 

(Bow would you do that? ) 
Put de DEAD MAN BONE IN A JAR OF brick [ lump ] SUGAH an ' SET IT AT DE NO ' TH 

CORNAH OF YORE HOUSE on de new moon ,  DE NIGHT OF DE NEW MOON , an ' YO ' KIN CALL 
ANY SP IRIT FROM A GRAVEYARD . 

Yo ' kin take a snake - yo ' kin skin a snake an ' take yo ' a black cat . Git de 
fat out of a black cat . An ' den yo ' kin go tuh work an ' take de snake skin an ' 
twist it up j es '  lak a cat gut , an ' yo ' kin light it , an ' den yo ' kin bring snakes 
in dere hous e ,  j es '  lak go in '  tuh [ put snakes in them] , but j es '  by goin ' an ' in
hal e [ inhaling] de smoke . ---D-en ah kin take de dust from a black cat an ' pygetti root . 

[ For b laak aat dust,  see my comment in margin title BLACK CAT POWDER , p . 52 6 . ] 
(Forgetty ?  Asafety ? )  
Yessuh . An ' yo ' kin g it a lettah from anyone yo ' want tuh . Yo ' kin j es '  send 

one anywhere ' s [ to you or to your client ] . Yo ' j es '  send it tuh certain people . 
[Cer tain people of course are roo t workers who dress your letter for you ,  but 

you yoursel f  mail it . There are examples of this procedur e  in HOODOO . The roo t 
used in the present instance is forgetty roo t ,  which will make the rec ipient for
get the writer . Is forgetty roo t sold by a commerc ial hoodoo f irm ,  or is it the 
crea t ion of an imaginat ive root doator - my informant? ] 

(How would you do that ? )  
[After a moment ' s  delay , informant shows a roo t . ] 
�� DAT ' S  DE FORGETTY ROOT. See dat ? It ' s  p ' inted [ pointed ] . One goes by 

de p ' int o f  de root , an ' one comes p ' int der e  [ I  turn off my machine ] . 
[ I  turn off  my machine after the marking [ --- or • • •  ] , which usually means the 

changing of a cyl inder . If this was no t the cause o f  stopping , then I needed a 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo�work - 2067 

.a.ent ' s  rest from intense concentrat ion upon informant . The machiae restar�a 
�h a new subj ect . ]  

Yo ' take de tongue from a dog - yo ' take de  tongue from a black doa. an' yo '  
kiD �ake lodestone an ' yo ' kin take quicksilvah . An ' yo ' kin bring eViBh tin '  -
.a.1 yo ' take dat , yo ' know , in de mawnin ' j es '  befo ' de sunr ise . It  ' ccordiD' 
tab j es '  which way dis  apple gwine . Yo ' take dat an ' spin it , j es '  take �� up in 
� air an ' j es '  spin it lak dat . An ' dat put ' s  ' em  j es '  as fur a s  one end of de 
wurld tub de o thah . An ' j es '  as  fur as a animal kin git dat in ' is mouth, why 
te' s comin ' . He ' s  comin ' r ight wit yo ' - maybe de tenth hour he comin ' . 

(That ' s  to bring him home? )  
Yes sir ,  yesiPee.  
[ In the preceding r ite there are placed into a stem-plugged apple 3 ingre

dients : a small p iece of black-dog tongue (probably a powder that can be bought ) , 
lodestone and quicksilver . The apple is then tossed sp inning into the air ; clock
�e to bring him back , ant iclockwise to send him away . These sp inning r ites are 
rare . 1 

An '  yo ' kin take a frog , a toad[Pog , o n  de 26th day of nex ' mont ' [May] an ' if  
zo '  want ' im  tub talk o n  de  26th day , now, � [ ask] ' im whut is  de beauty of  a 
wu.an ,  an ' he ' ll plainly tell yuh . Yes sir . Yo ' evah heard dat befo ' ?  

[ I  must have shaken my head , no . ]  
(What will he tell you? ) 
[He will ] tell yo ' j es '  what somevah is de beauty of  a woman , is her hair . 

'llanta try it?  
[Here I probably shook my head , yes . ] 
(What day do you do that on? ) 
On de 26th day of May , any t ime in de day . 
(You j us t  ask the frog? )  
Yes sir . 
(The toadfPog .  And he ' ll tell you the beauty of a woman is her hair ? )  
Yes sir . An ' whut ah want chew tub do though, git chew a new vessel , a new 

basin ,  an ' j es '  put dat frog an ' put chew two quart er s  in dere . Let ' im s i t  in 
dat watah . Jes ' keep ' im in dere an ' feed ' im on a li ' le piece of bread wit no 
salt in it  - j es '  a small piece . An ' ' long about ten or ' leven a ' clock, or j es '  
vbatevah t ime in de day af tah yo ' put ' im in der e ,  an ' give ' im  dat p iece of 
bread wit ' out any salt in it . He ain ' t go ' na left . Jes ' take him up an ' put ' im  
on top of a board or anythin' an ast ' im , "Barney , whut is de b eauty of a woman? " 

An '  he will answer den , j es '  lak he knew, "D e beauty of a woman is her hair . "  
(THE FROG WILL SPEAK? ) 

YES SIR . 
(What do you call him? You say 1 "Barney? " )  
Now, yo ' kin g o  tub work an ' git chew some mustard seed , an ' j es '  sprinkle �� 

roun ' bin ' yore baid , or eithah callin ' some of de 98th Psalm . Dat will keep ' e.  
[a hag ] from bo thahin ' yo ' . 

[ Well-known Psalm 98 begins : "O  sing unto the Lord a new song ; for he ba�h 
done marvelous things . "  King James Version . ]  

Well , now, you go out [ to f ind BURIED TREASURE ] ,  if anybody hear s de ailn of 
anythin ' .  An ' if he goes an ' tries fo ' dis money an ' he kin find i�.  an' dea if 
he find it , HE WILL HAVE TUH PAY DIS  SPIRIT . 

(How would he pay the spirit ? )  
Wit coppahs [ copper pennies ] .  Well , now he goes . Jes ' lak he JO�ta so up �s 

way [ demonstrates ] tub de pastur e ,  or he ' s  go tta g o  maybe ' bou� hal.fa acre dis
away, an ' he drop two cent s . Den he go disaway - dey aiD ' �  so� ba� fo ' ways .  
An '  he drop two cent s chere - two cent s chere an ' two cen�a cbere . An' [aao �her ] 
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thin ' , HE HAVE TUH SPRINKLE A LITTLE WHISKEY ROUND DERE [where the treasur e  is 
buried ] , yo ' see .  [ For whiskey and buried treasur e ,  see marg in title,  ALCOHOL 
FOR THE SPIRIT , p . 3 2 ,  and KNOWED WHUT KIND OF WHISKEY HE LIKED , p . l 2 2 . ] An ' when 
dey git der e ,  dey ' ll tarry ' long enough fo ' hfm tub git dis straight [ arrang e

-
d

--

for night ' s  d igging ]  an ' go ' way . D en he kin go back der e  an ' git d em  pennies . 
(All he has to do is dig it [ the buried treasure]  up then? ) 
Yes sub . 
Yo ' take a �· if he done misplease his wife in diff ' r en way , he ' ll take a 

horseshoe an'  write de wife name on a piece  of  papah around de horsesho e ,  an ' put 
it in de s tove an' burn Crystal Salt on it , an ' dat will cure ' em  [make peace] . 

(This man who just left , I am no t very cer tain about the truth of his mater ial . 
Some o f  his things are all r ight . Some of the things he might have made up and 
some of  it sounds rat her [ blank space] . However , I shall let that go and see if 
I get any parallels . Some f ellow had to go out and get him in the country this 
morning , and he is going to be sort o f  a contac t man out within a f ew miles of 
town . ) 

--[At a later date I added two comments : ]  
[ I  interviewed him after 1 34 8 , the woman who wanted to know how to make a 

living . 1 
[We beat tbP. bus hes for these f ellows - doators . ] 

RO SA A HOODOO WOMAN 

YO ' GO TUB DE DOCTOR [M. D .  ] AN ' HE 'LL SAY YO ' GOT BLADDAH TROUBLE 
STONE GALLS AN ' ALL OF DAT BUT HE DON 'T KNOW 
HE DON 'T f-KJRK DAT KINDA STUFF - "HOODOOISM" • • •  

AN ' IT WILL SWELL YO ' UP AN ' KILL YO ' 
DEY 'LL TAP YO ' ONCE OR TWICE BUT IT IS NO USE • • •  

DE THIRD TIME YO ' GOT TUH DIE 
URUSS YO 1 GIT TUH SOMEBODY DAT WILL MAKE DEM DIG DAT UP 

IF AH r.rA.N ' CHOO TUH "DRAG" AN ' AH WAN '  CHOO "TUH BE DOWN" 
WALK DE STREET AN ' BEG AN ' BE HUNGRY 

AH WILL GIT ME A BLACK CHICKEN 
AH 'LL TIE DAT CHICKEN BY DE LEG 

(WHAT DID YOU SAY THAT CHICKEN WAS? ) 
A EVIL CHICKEN • • •  

TIE HIM TUH MAH KITCHEN TABLE • • •  
AH DON 'T GIVE HIM ANYTHIN ' TUH EAT 

AB JIHIP DAT CHICKEN AS OFTEN AS AH CARE TUH 
JIS ' BEAT 'IM - TAKE A STICK AN ' KNOCK 'IM ASIDE • • •  

KICK 'IM OR ANYTHIN ' AH FEEL LIKE DOIN ' • • •  
TUB MAKE DE CHICKEN "DRAG "  AN ' BE SICK TUH DIE • • •  

[AUTOMOBILE HORN OUT IN STREET] • • •  
KEEP DAT CHICKEN DERE UNTIL HE GITS JIS ' A FRAME • • •  
HE 'LL DIE FRCM HUNGRY AN ' DIE FROM ILL TREATMENT • • •  

WHEN DE CHICKEN DIES 
DE PARTY WILL "DRAG A WAY" JIS ' LIKE DE CHICKEN 

AH DON 'T KNOW IF SOME PEOPLE DO LIKE AH DO 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA 
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[Rosa is the woman I ment ion in the INTRODUCTION to volume 1, paae IXJTTI, 
lines 5-13 . As I explain ther e ,  her mat er ial no longer sounds as evil - 1.� did 
wben collected at the end of a l ong t ir ing day . Even so , the black-cbfcken rice 
� preceding t itle quotat ion does no t reveal a person f illed w ith kiDd �hDqsb�a 
aDd good actions . The material comes from cylinder s A34 3-A35 2 = 1159-1168. Her 
��erview number is 818 . ]  

Firs ' yo ' git some �r powder, nex ' yo ' git some quicksilvah, nex ' yo ' gi� 
.a.e hot-foot powdah , nex ' yo ' git some red peppah , an ' nex ' yo ' git some [ a  
bo��le o f ]  �r �tah - dat is tub mix it  up in, tub shake it  up , yo ' undahstan' . 
Yo ' shake it up nine t imes . 

(Bow do you mean? ) 
Fir s '  yo ' put all de powdah intuh a bottle an ' yo ' shake [ demonstrates ] onc e ,  

� e ,  three t imes , fo ' ,  f ive,  six ,  seven ,  eight , an ' nine . 
(Just shake down that way . ) 
Den yo ' git yo ' a black hen aig an ' yo ' wr ite de name of dose per sons on dat 

� aig nine t imes . Den yo ' crack dat aig . Yo ' put�inside [ of the egg ] intuh 
.. � same bottle . Af tah yo ' uncork it , put dat inside dere . Yo ' break de shell 
!P in�uh pieces , yo ' put dat intuh de bottle . Den yo ' shake it well nine t imes . 
AD' at twelve a ' clock in de night , any night in de week, a rainy night , yo ' j is ' 
p!!8 by dat door an ' break dat bottle ; but when yo ' go , don ' t nevah look back 
af�h yo ' do it . Don ' t nevah look back, becuz if yo ' do , dat will make yo ' go , 
tao .  An ' don ' t nevah come back across it , if yo ' have tub even cro ss de street 
SD1 come ovah tub yore apahtment . Don ' t nevah cross  it . 

(Never go by that house again? ) 
RO t  af tah yo ' break de bottle dat night . Af tahwards yo ' kin . 
(What will that do? )  
Dat makes ' em  move,  yes sir . 
Yo ' wants  de powdah tub weah on yo ' ,  don ' t yo ' ,  fer per tection . F irs ' yo ' 

zi� some c innamon an ' nex ' yo ' git some loaf sugah , one block, an ' de nex ' yo ' 
si� are de names of yore family . Undahstan ' ?  wr ite dat on a piece of papah 
Dine t imes , each name on top of de othah ,  backwards an ' for th.  Wr ite it three 
�h yo ' an ' fo ' from yo ' ,  yo ' see . Den yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it  intuh dat 
papah which has tub be a piece of brown papah . Git yo ' a spool of silk thread , 
black s ilk thread , an ' yo ' put dat ingredients in dere . Yo ' fold it tub yo ' all 
de t ime ,  not from yo ' ,  an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' flatt en it  out . Yo ' put it in de 
bo��om of yore shoe dat makes de f irs ' step . Y0 1 KNOW WHICH FOOT MAKES DE FIRS ' 
STEP ?  Yore r ight foot . An ' take one bran ' -new tack an ' nail it undah de innah 
�· See , it is got a l i ' le soft sole in de shoe . Yo ' take it up , raise 1� up , 
an '  den na il it [ insole]  one t ime an ' weah it an ' nobody will nevah harm yo ' . 
An '  g it yo ' some good- Zuak powdah from de drug store . Ah use dat . Git i� fraa 
de CRACKAHJACK DRUG STORE DOWN ON DE STREET HERE, an ' nobody will nevah haba 
[harm] yo ' .  An ' always when goin ' ,  have yore han ' in yore  pocket , take 1� ou� 

an '  rub it j is '  like dis [ demonstrates]  unt il de han ' g its  warm . An ' yo ' kin 10 
on about yor e  way an ' nobody ' ll nevah do yo ' any harm .  

Go out tub de FO ' K  OF DE ROAD o n  a FRIDAY NIGHT a t  MIDNIGHT . Yo ' take aobody 
vi� yo ' , go alone by yoreself . Yo ' have yore pot of boilin ' watab .  10 ' 11� a 
BLACK CAT an ' yo ' put ' im  in sack an ' bring ' im  wit yo ' at de fo 'k of da� road . 
lu� nobody mus ' not be dere wit chew. Yo ' takes dat sack an' yo ' bolds 1� down 
in�uh dat hot pot of boilin ' watah, an ' let it stay dere un�il de boDes - de skin 
is cooked an ' de meat is cooked off de bones . An ' de lef ' foo�. de LBP '  FOOT IN 
Dl BACK, yo ' TAKE DAT BONE AN' YO ' PUT IT ' CROSS YORE MOOTII All' YO '  IIAD A WISH .  
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An ' nobody ' ll catch yo ' ,  if yo ' evah g it intuh anythin ' , or nobody will evah 
speak out f er [ agains t ]  yo ' ,  as  long a s  yo ' take dat bone [ along ] . An ' put some 
love powdah on dat bone , an ' den yo ' sew dat bone up intuh a piece of r ed f lannel 
an ' weah dat bone in yore pocket ; an ' crimes dat yo ' kin do , yo ' cannot b e  caught . 
YO ' LL ALWAYS KEEP MOVIN ' ,  YO ' LL JIS ' BE AS QUICK AS DE CAT I S  DAT HAD DE BONE , 
yo ' ll g it out of  de  way . Yo ' ll always have dat f eelin ' dat dey are neah yo ' an ' 
always yo ' will move on . Dey ' ll nevah ketch yo ' .  

YO ' WILL SUFFAH WIT A HEADACHE , staggahin ' -like - dat ' s  WHEN DEY ARE BURNIN ' 
CANDLES ON YO ' .  An '  yo ' kin tell whethah it is  a black candle or a red candle .  
Dat is , if it ' s  a black candle , yo ' have a dizz iness ; if  it ' s  a red candle , yo ' ll 
have a thumpin'  right here [ demonstrates ] . 

(On the top of the head . )  
Yo ' take TWO MATCHES , yo ' cross ' em  in de top of  yore head , which is de  mole 

[mold ] . Yo ' take yo ' some ice ,  a li ' le block of ice ,  an ' yo ' set yo ' a white 
candle on dat ice . Dat is  i f  yo ' kin have a brace , yo ' know, from de woodwork,  
or anythin1 dat will hold dat candle . Jis ' dat it  will absolutely f it upon dat 
p iece of ice . An '  yo ' take yo ' some vinegah an ' yo ' po ' it intuh a bowl where 
dat ice is at , an ' dat candle will commence tuh doin ' [ demonstrates ] , poppin ' 
j is '  like dat , until it cons tantly [ gradually] goes  out . An ' yo ' do  dat f er nine 
mornings - not nights ,  nine mornings . An ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dat candle will go 
out . 

Ah t ell ' em  tuh take DE BEEF TONGUE . Yo ' take a b eef tongue - dat ' s  when it ' s  
[ a  candle is ] burnin ' on yo ' an ' yo ' are cold all de t ime ,  even if it ' s  summah
time yo ' ll have chills . Yo ' take de beef tongue . Dey put s  nine needles an ' nine 
pins [ demonstrates ] . S t ick dis  way ,  st ick dat way . 

(Head one way and head the other way . ) 
Yes . 
Dey continue . An ' yo ' take de  beef tongue , dey put it on a block of ice ,  on 

top of  de ice ;  but constantly it makes it headway down intuh dat ice ,  yo ' undah
stan ' . 

( I  see . ) 
Yo ' take de candles , dose black candles , NINE BLACK CANDLES , an ' yo ' set ' em  

all aroun ' dat box . 
(Around the box you have the ice in? ) 

Aroun ' de box yo ' have de ice in . But yore � is goin ' tuh be on a p iece of 
papah wrote nine times an ' its slipped in dat tongue , an ' put down in dat tongue 
an ' fold up . An ' dose candles burn aroun ' , an ' de party which is burnin ' dose 
candles makes a wish, an ' yo ' keep a chilly feelin ' . Don ' t care how warm it  is 
in de summaht fme ,  yo ' ll always freeze . Finally , yo ' ll p ine away - yo ' r e git  po ' 
[ poor ] , yo ' don ' t know what it is all about . Yo ' go tuh de doctor [M . D . ] , an ' de 
doctor will say its chills-an ' -f evah,  which dey doesn ' t even work in dat kinda 
way - yo ' see , in no hoodooism way . Dey can ' t say anythin ' but chills-an ' -f evah 
becuz yo ' are cold yo ' see , but yor e blood is warm . It ' s  cold an ' hot ,  cold an ' 
ho t - yo ' ll have dose . Finally , if  yo ' continue like dat an ' nobody s tops it , it  
will run yo ' crazy . 

Red candles are not f er death, but black candles are . Blue candles an ' green 
candles are tuh make yo ' drag . 

Yo ' take any part of  yor e  undahweah,  yo ' take nine ten-penny nails . S tr etch 
. yo ' out a s  though yo ' are dead , yo ' undahstan ' wit no pertection, na ils in yore 

han ' s as dey did Christ  on de cross . Dat ' s  de  party dat is goin ' tuh burn dose 
candles on yo ' ,  yo ' see . 

(If I were going to burn those  candles on you , I would s tretch myself out ? )  
No , if yo ' are goin ' tuh burn 1 em  on me , yo ' git mah undahweah ,  some pahtic-
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• lah  plac e ,  an ' yo ' take an ' stretch it an ' yo ' nail each sleeve , as if it were 
'-n' s ,  undahstan ' .  D en yo ' take de collah an ' nail ' em dere . Den yo ' take it 
� de front an ' yo ' nail it dere ; yo ' nail three right in a row dere . An' den 
JD 1  stretch it  on out until yo ' git tuh de leg of it , j is '  as s traight as yo ' kin 
�etch it , an ' yo ' nail two bran ' -new t en-penny nails in dere yo ' see .  Nov,  dat 
1a undah a piece of  linoleum , dat yo ' does dat . Now,  in dat room , [ it ]  is abso 
�ely a private room , DEY GOT 24 CANDLES . Dose candles are green - no white at 
a1l - red an ' blue , black , but only one black one . But git as many green an' red 
aaes as yo ' kin git , as yo ' kin af ford , an ' burn ' em .  

(And what happens ? )  
Oh ! Mah deah child , yo ' will absolutely [be ]  draggin ' from de land of  de 

ll.vin ' . 
An '  den ag ' in , yo ' kin bury it [underwear ] in de groun ' , but stretch it like

wise .  An ' yo ' put dirt on it as if dey are buryin ' yo ' .  Put dose nails , do se 
�eo-penny nails , an ' spread de d ir t  out as if it were de grave . [Make a mound ] 
aut of  it  an ' go dere evah mawnin ' an ' make a bad , bad wish f er death, an ' yo ' 
will ab solutely leave here an ' de doctor can ' t undahstan ' what is de  mattah wit 
�· All he knows is dat yo ' are wastin '  away . Dat is all he knows about it . 
Undahweight ,  dat is all he ' ll give . 

Yo ' take a pan , a common ord inary t in pan . Yo ' take dat ahambeP lye an ' yo ' 
put red peppah , which is cayenne peppah , yo ' put it  in dere . Yo ' put �P powdah , 
an '  yo ' put dis called blaak-aat powdah - dat ' s  a terrible powdah . Dat ' s  a pow
dab dat choo shouldn ' t  even git it on yore han ' s eithah walk intuh it . Yo ' take 
dat intuh dat ahambeP lye an ' yo ' mix it up an ' yo ' put it intuh a bottle . Yo ' 
GIT A WHOLE NICKEL OF pins an ' a whole nickel of needles . Yo ' g i t  yo ' some steel 
dUst , an ' yo ' git yo ' some blues tone , an ' den ag ' in yo ' kin git yo ' a lemon , yo ' 
uodahstan ' ,  but don ' t take de inside of  de lemon , take de  hull , d e  peelin ' . An ' 
yo '  put dat in dere , an ' den yo ' g i t  some what yo ' call lodestone an ' yo ' pulver
ize dat lodestone , if yo ' can ' t  buy it pulverized . Here lately yo ' kin buy it  
pu!ver ized , but yo ' used tuh git it  in dose bricks , yo ' see . An ' yo ' put it in 
dat bo ttle of  ahambeP lye . Yo ' cork it up an ' yo ' be  sure dat yo ' git dis glue 
[ so ]  dat no air will git tuh it whatevah in de world , an ' yo ' glue it an ' yo ' 
take it , yo ' bury it in de groun ' upside down , where de sun rises but not sets 
yo '  see . 

(You mean you bury it where the sun ri ses on it  but wo n ' t set on it . )  
Now ,  dat ' s  nine days yo ' leave it  dere in de sunset [ sunrise] , an ' yo ' take 

it out dat hole an ' care [carry] it tuh where de sun goes down , yo ' see .  Now, 
in de graveyard it ' s  still bettah . Dat ' s  if yo ' git in dere . Yo ' git in wit 
de custom [ custod ian] , maybe yo ' kin git  in dere , in de  graveyard on de  side dat 
de sun goes down . An ' yo ' bury it upside down an ' covah it ovah . Bury it  as 
deep as yo ' kin git  it  an ' dey will absolutely swell-up-l ike . D e  stomick will 
always keep swollen an ' it will even go down intuh de private ,  an ' den constantly 
yo '  git  so yo ' can ' t pas s  yor e  watah . Yo ' go tuh de doctor an ' he ' ll say yo ' got 
bladdah trouble , stone gall s [ he means gallstones ] an ' all of  dat , but he don1 t 
know . He don ' t  work dat kinda s tuf f - hoodooism. Yo ' see he don ' t  know. An1 it 
will swell yo ' up an ' kill yo ' .  Dey ' ll tap yo ' once or twice but it: is 110 use of 
tappin ' yo '  - de third time yo ' go t tuh d ie ,  unless yo '  git tuh somebody dat will 
make dem dig dat up , who will give ' em  a mind tuh dig dat up . Maybe dey vill 
look at yo ' an ' pity yore case an ' go an ' d ig it up . Dey will have � if  yo ' 
go tuh de r ight party . 

Now , yo ' see tuh make yore husban ' have good passion,  tub stay at home an' -
his bath watah . Yo ' kin take it  an ' SCRUB DE WHOLE HOUSE WIT IT - wit a spoon of 
sugah in it . Yo ' kin scrub de whole house in ' is bath watah an' he will b e  a 
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good-humored man. 
An ' de fingahnail clippin ' is tub ho ld a man fer a woman, yo ' see . 
Yo ' take nine strands of hair , three out de mo le o f  de head , three from de 

person ' s [ privates] ,  dat ' s  six ,  an ' one from undah de lef ' ahm [arm] an ' two from 
undah de right ahm which is · nine . Isn ' t it?  Yo ' take d e  f ingahnails an ' yo ' cut 
' em .  Let 1 em  git dirty,  dirty,  dirty.  Don ' t nevah keep ' em  manicured . Yo ' take 
de f ingahnails yo ' c lip ' em . Yo ' c lip de toenails .  Yo ' scrape d e  bottom - yo ' 
soak de feet , yo ' scrape d e  bo ttom o f  de feet - all dat crust out from undah der e .  
An ' yo ' take it  an ' put it  i n  a pan, put i t  on top o f  de stove an ' let i t  parch , 
burn-out as yo ' kin git it . An ' aftah it parches brown, yo ' take dat an ' put it 
intuh a li ' le containah , a j ab [ jar ]  yo ' undahstan ' - yo ' see , it ' s  so high [demon
strates] . An '  close it dat it won ' t  git moist . An ' evah mawnin ' an ' evah eve
nin ' , as many tfmes as he eat s ,  yo ' put a pinch of dat in ' is food , an ' he will 
nevah quit yo ' .  Ah ' ve been married 25 yeahs an ' ah ' ve go t a son ,  he ' s  23, an ' 
mah husban ' has nevah lef ' me . Ah go when ah want an ' ah come back when ah want . 

(WHY HASN ' T  HE LEFT YOU? ) 
BECUZ AB FEEDS ' 1M  ON DAT . 
His lef ' shoe , put some sugah in it . Turn it up undah de bed an ' git a bowl 

of watah an ' push dat up undah de bed , an ' he will sleep until yo ' come bac k .  
An ' h e  will nevah wake u p  until yo ' open d e  do ' an ' shake h im  o r  eithah he finds 
yo ' git t in '  in bed . But turn de shoe up when yo ' want s ' fm  tub be awake , becuz 
if  yo ' leave it undah dere he ' ll ovahsleep de time tub git up tub go tub work.  

[I  ask a question while my machine is stopped . ]  
No ,  turn it aftah yo ' put d e  sugah in an ' shake it up tub de toe - tub de end 

o f  de  shoe,  end o f  toe . An ' stick de shoe up undah de bed , right up undah ' is 
head . 

Dey kin kill yo ' wit de pho tograph . Dey take de pho tograph an ' dey take one 
long ten-penny nail an ' yo ' nail dat photograph down out in de graveyard .  But on 
dat  photo yo ' take an ' p lastah yo ' a piece of papah - write yore name on it . But 
it baa got tub be a tintype , it can ' t be a card photo . It have tub b e  a tintype 
pho to .  An ' yo ' write de name nine times on dere . Yo ' take one ten-penny nail an' 
yo ' go in de graveyard where in de dir ec t ion de sun goes down . An ' yo ' take a 
li ' le box like a cigah box , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' put dat photo in dat cigah 
box an ' yo ' nail it wit some tacks all aroun ' in it , as many tacks as yo ' kin git . 

(You nail that pho tograph into the box . ) 
In de box . Yo ' see j is '  like yo ' put de box down in de groun ' an ' yo ' nail 

dat nail through der e ,  regardles s if it  anythin ' tub ho ld de dir t  d er e .  Yo ' 
undahstan ' .  But do se tacks is nailed befo ' yo ' go tub de graveyard , yo ' see , 
an ' dat one ten-penny nail goes down intuh d e  graveyard dir t . An ' yo ' covah it 
up an ' d en dat will kill yo ' .  

Put de photograph in d e  box face downward .  
o f  d e  pho to an1 de names are on de out side of 
an ' f ive from yo ' . Yo ' take d e  papah an ' yo ' 
ovah an ' write it five mor e  times .  An ' paste 
on d e  outside . 

Yo ' MAKE A LI ' LE COFFIN .  
(Out o f  what ? )  

Put d e  piec e o f  papah ovah d e  fac e  
it . Yo ' wr i t e  it fo ' t imes tub yo ' 
write it fo ' times an ' den turn it 
dat on d e  pho tograph wit d e  names 

Out of  a tombstone whi� is de bo ' d  [ headboard ] .  Yo ' go t tub take a bo ' d ,  
yo ' can ' t carve dat [ stone tombstone ] . Yo ' take d e  tombstone an ' yo ' git some 
card [board ] an ' make yo ' a li ' le coffin j is '  about so long [demonstrates] . 

(About 6 inches long . )  
Dat is from de board out o f  de graveyard , an ' yo ' take any kin ' of  a piece o f  

sock  o r  anythin ' dat choo go t ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' nail it down - evahthin ' 
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aoes nine times - nail it down nine times in dat coffin ,  yo ' urwJabsran' , -· yore 
name , an ' bury it j is '  as though yo ' buryin ' d e  dead . An ' dat v1ll k1l1 yo ' . If 
yo '  don ' t git it up , dat will absolutely kill yo ' .  

Yo ' take dat li ' le bow [ from his hat ]  an ' yo ' git yo ' a spool of black a1Ik 
t:hread , wr it e  d e  name nine times on a piece of papah . Always be brovn paph. -
ah firs ' tole yo ' .  Yo ' take dat li ' le bow an ' yo ' put it inside of a piece af 
papah an ' yo ' git yo ' some war powdahs , which will keep ' im  flusterated all de 
�t.e , yo ' undahstan ' .  Git a piece of de hair , positively , becuz if d ey are close 
eaough tuh yo ' tuh git a bow, yo ' ought tuh git de hair . Yo ' g it de hair ,  yo ' 
pa� dat in dat piece o f  papah, an ' yo ' take dat silk thread an ' yo ' wind i t  as 
£ight as yo ' kin git it , as many t imes as yo ' wan ' tuh . Yo ' take it in de woods ,  
yo '  nail i t  i n  de tree . Yo ' make a hole , yo ' bore a hole wit a augah. Yo ' a�ick 
dat li ' le piece of papah intuh dat hole an ' yo ' take one of dese pegs an ' yo ' 
drive it in - dat peg intuh dat hole , which carries dat piece of papah down in 
dere . An ' dat will run yo ' craz y .  

An '  d en dey make a cross . Well , dey carve dat man,  dey makes a man, yo ' 
aadahstan ' ,  outa piece of papah . Dey make d e  cross as ah tole yo ' .  

CWhat do they make the cross from? ) 
Any piece of wood dat will hole tacks , yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' take dat piece of  

papah an ' yo ' nail it tuh dat cross as  Jesus Chr ist wus . An ' yo ' take dat tuh de 
sraveyard an ' yo ' bury it , but yo ' bury in de sod . Don ' t bury it in de box . An ' 
when dat wood rot t ens - now if yo ' want me tuh drag a long time ,  g i t  a piece of 
oak wood , it won ' t  rot so fast ; an ' if yo ' wanta kill ' em  in short while , which 
is six months or nine months like dat , yo ' make it out any kinda wood , cypress or 
anythin ' yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' bury it in de graveyard . An ' go home an ' make de 
aaae thin ' an ' set it up an ' burn a black candle all d e  t ime , nevah let it go out . 
An' befo ' it go es out - don ' t nevah blow it out , j is '  take an ' wet yore f ingah an' 
�ouch it , pinch it out . Dat will kill yo ' .  

An ' anothah thin ' will run yo ' tuh de r ivah . Dat is tuh git a coconut , open 
dat coconut , put yore name in dat coconut , put choo d e  same kinda powdah - hot
foot p(}l;]dah . Dat keeps zhoo walkin ' ,  walkin ' all de time , an ' yo ' are nevah sat
isfied . Write one name on de papah nine t imes . 

(You have a little hole where you put this paper in, on which you have wr it t en 
your name nine times , f ive one way and four the other way . )  

Yo ' empty de watah outa de coconut f ir s ' ,  though . An ' always take dat silk 
�bread an ' tie dem j is '  as tight as yo ' kin, an ' yo ' stick it in dat coconut . 
An' yo ' take yo ' a stoppah, a co ' k  yo ' know, an ' trim it , make a li ' le co ' k  an ' 
put it in dat hole an ' stop it up . An ' go tuh d e  rivah, but don ' t nevah look . 
Always throw it ovah de lef ' shouldah an ' make yore wish . Dere wus a woman run 
tuh de �ivah her e ,  r ight aroun ' d e  cornah, here ' bout , well dey say ' bout f ive 
.anths ago .  She went ovah in d ere an ' d ey caught ' er yo ' undahstan ' ,  yo ' see; 
but she went in d e  wintahtime an ' d e  boys , two white boys were comin ' along a� 
de t ime an ' dey caught ' er .  But aftah she got out d ey brought ' er tuh de boa
pi� an ' she caught double pneumonia from goin '  in de watah in de d ead of de 
wintaht ime . Dat woman is as crazy as a betsy bug . She ' s  got a husban' ri&b� 
aroun ' here in Parches [ ? ]  dat runs a barbah shop roun ' here . An ' j is '  abe &a� 
barefeeted an ' necked [ naked ] an ' j is '  took fo ' de r ivah . De doc tor say if abe 
bad had li ' le heavieh clothes on, she would not have taken dose coaaea£�Ye chill& 

Now yo ' go d e  graveyard an ' try a grave from a per son dat yo '  kaD. baa beeu 
lately buried , d e  new d ir t , an ' yo ' bring it home; but DON' T  BRIB '  Ir EI DB 
BOUSE - DON ' T  PASS THROUGH DE HOUSE BECUZ IT ' S  DEADLY BAD LUCK. kia' �t roan' 
de alley way, carry it in de yard an ' do whut yo ' have got �uh do wit �t. SPREAD 
SOKEPIN OUT DAT IT WILL NOT EVEN GIT IN YORE YARD , m:lzed up 1acab .u.rt .  Yo 1 take 
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dat graveyard dirt , yo ' take yo ' some dir t  daubah nes ' , cayenne peppah, war 
powdah an ' quicksilvah an ' hot-foot powdah - do se are de powdahs dat keep yo ' 
gain ' all d e  t ime .  An ' yo ' mix dat all up , an ' if yo ' wan ' anybody tuh move or 
even outa town , yo ' take dat an ' throw on ' em  unbeknownst tuh ' em , j is '  as yo ' go 
in ahead of me or yo ' ga in ' out yore do ' an ' ah 'm  already outside . Jis ' throw it 
an ' nevah look back, j is '  keep on . If dey touch it , don '  ac t like yo ' know any
thin ' about it , go on . 

Dat will make dem leave town , even walk away from dere own home . 
Ah 've  heard of  workin ' wit de moon .  Dat i s  when d e  moon goes down an ' when it 

is  wastin '  away , yo ' see . Yo ' say, ah wanta kill a woman . Ah takes ' er intah
co ' se rag on de waste of de moon an ' yo ' put it in a bo ttle wit some vinegah , 
half fulla vinegah, an ' yo ' twist it as  tight as yo ' kin an ' wind it . An ' take 
yo ' a cord string an ' ball it as tight as yo ' kin , in way dat it kin git in dat 
bo ttle . But a perserve j ah is  bettah dan a straight long bo ttle . Dat is if yo ' 
make it like a ball , an ' yo ' put it intuh dat vinegah ,  s ee . An ' yo ' stop it up 
an ' yo ' bury it in de ground on de side de sun goes down . But please bury it on 
de waste of de moon an ' it will waste away den .  Of co ' se ,  put d e  top on it  [ j ar ] . 
An ' she will have t errible cramp s  an ' SHE WILL D IE IN AN HOUR , BECUZ IT JIS ' LIKE 
YO ' TRYIN ' TUB HAVE A BABY AN ' CAN ' T HAVE IT . 

An ' den yo ' kin aross a person dat ' s  carryin ' a baby . Yo ' take - de woman who 
is carryin ' de baby befo ' de baby comes tuh lif e ,  where she stays at , yo ' take a 
t en-penny nail an ' a stud hor sehair an ' yo ' wrap it aroun ' dat nail until yo ' g it 
halfway, an ' den yo ' take de name o f  dat woman an ' de hor sehair an ' d e  number of  
de month dat  she is in , which if she ' s two months , yo ' see , yo ' put dat second 
month on dere . An ' yo ' write her name an ' yo ' wrap it aroun ' dat nail . An ' yo ' 
go tuh ' er do ' step an ' yo ' nail it right down where she ' s got tuh cro s s ;  or  ei
thah at de gate, if it ' s  got a piec e  of  bo ' din ' [ boarding ] down der e ,  yo ' nail it 
down in dat bo ' d .  An ' when she cro ss dat nail SHE IS  TIED UP, SHE CAN ' T  EVEN 
HAVE HER BABY . DAT IS WHY WHEN DEY GO TUH DE DOCTOR, DE DOCTOR SAYS DAT DEY 
CAN ' T DELIVERY ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  See , sometimes dey have tuh take it from ' em . 
Somet imes dey have tuh kill de mo thah tuh save de baby , somet imes dey have tuh 
kill de baby tuh save de mo thah . 

Now ,  if han 'writin ' ' s  [ handwriting is ] ink, yo ' take it an ' put it in a j ah 
an ' yo ' put nine LI ' LE FINGAHS dat are SEWED UP - yo ' undahstan ' ,  nice li ' le 
FINGAHS nAT ' S  MADE OF COTTON. Jis ' make yo ' some fingahs yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' 
yo ' put nine - yo ' don ' t know whethah yo ' write wit yore lef ' or yore right han ' . 
By d e  way it ' s  r ight . Now, if she don ' t know, can ' t undahstan ' if a person kin 
write wit both han ' s  de same way , some kin do dat , yo ' see , yo ' put nine . But 
it ' s  got tuh be de fingah . Now,  dere are ten fingahs . Yo ' take it an ' yo ' put 
it in a j ah ,  an ' yo ' put nine li ' le fingahs on it . 

(You take nine little fingers . )  
Nine li ' le fi�ahs made of  co tton . Jes ' make yo ' some fingahs , yo ' undahstan ' ,  

an ' yo ' put nine . Well , ah don ' know whethah yo ' write wit yore lef ' or  yore 
right han ' . Now ,  if yo ' don ' know, can ' t undahstan ' ,  if a per son kin write wit 
bo th han ' s  de same way - some kin do dat , yo ' see - yo ' put nine fingahs . 

(Suppose that per son is right handed , then what would you do ? )  
Well , yo ' take nine , yo ' see , nine o f  ' em  an ' yo ' take do se fingahs an ' yo ' 

put ' em  all tuhgethah aftah yo ' have done made dem , yo ' see , an ' yo ' take needles 
an ' p ins , an ' as many as  yo ' kin , an ' stick  through do se fingahs - j is '  pierce , 
stick , . through dose fingahs . Yo ' put do se fingahs IN A JAH AN ' YO ' TURN IT UP 
AN ' YO ' TURN IT DOWN NINE TIMES WIT DE WISH, yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' g i t  yo ' 
some red ,  red-ho t peppah . Yo ' git yo ' some sraveyard dir t . An ' yo ' be sure tuh 
git de dir t  daubah ' s  nes ' an ' yo ' poun ' dat up an ' yo ' put dat intuh dat j ah .  
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Den yo ' bury it undah de steps where dat yo ' have go t tuh pass ovah - ah've sot 
blh pass ovah . Ah ' m  git t in '  yore wr itin ' , yo ' undahstan ' .  An' fiDally - .,., • see 
� people paralytic stroke - yore han ' s will git wit no f eelin ' s  in ' ea. 

Row, yo ' kin do it tuh d e  f eet too , d e  same way ,  yo ' undahstan' ,  an1 yo '  sit 
80 dat yo ' can ' t walk, yo ' can ' t use dat foo t . Yo ' go tuh d e  doc tor an' de doc
tDr �11 say it ' s  a paralytic stroke , which it is . Yo '  haven ' t  any use of yore-
8elf ,  yo ' see . OAT ' S  FROM YORE TEN-PENNY NAILS . 

See, d e  bone of de d ead per son, don ' g it it when it ' s  bur ied too long . An '  
J0 1  take d a t  bone - AH DON ' KNOW IF SOME PEOPLE DO L IKE AH DO , yo ' know - yo ' 
take da t bone an ' yo ' ,  well yo ' say it ' s  perfumed , yo ' see , an ' yo ' put it in a 
...a an ' yo ' bake it as though yo ' re bakin ' meat , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' take 
.. t dust from dat bone an ' yo ' kin take an ' put it in d e  food , an ' de par ty dat 
JD' put it in d e  food fo ' , in nine day t ime , ah guarantee yo ' ,  will be dead . 
� '  s deadly powdah - DAT '  S WHAT YO ' CALL DEADLY POWDAH. Yo ' kin buy it - YO ' 
�SED TUB COULD BUY IT FROM DRUG STORE , Crackahj ack Drug S tore . Deadly powdah , 
.. t ' s  what it is . 

Fo ' luck in gamblin ' ? All yo ' go t tuh do is tuh git  some good- luck powdah -
,a '  call it d e  Fifth-Day Powdah. Yo ' take dat an ' dat love watah , an ' dat dzoawin' 
fO!rinh, yo ' undahstan 1 , an ' dat stee l dust - always carry it in yore pocket when 
zo' are go in ' tuh gamble .  Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' make a bag - a hoodOo bag out of 
1£. Git yo ' a piece of red flannel . Yo '  wet it wit dat love pePfume - yo ' undah
-.n' yo ' call it , an ' dat love powdah yo ' put in it . Yo '  put dat dzoawin ' powdah 
ia der e - dat ' s  tuh draw d e  money tuh yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' put de stee l dust 
in dere an ' yo ' sew it up . Yo ' stick nine needles in it but brin ' it up , stick 
zare pins up tuh give yo ' ShaPp luck . 

An '  yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put a piece o f  coar se black thr ead on it , yo ' undah
�n' , an ' yo ' pin it on yore undahweah in d e  insid e .  An ' yo ' put de dzoawin ' 
powdah in one pocket , dat yo ' always keep yore money in, an ' de stee l dust ,  
.. t ' ll hold yore money an ' draw mo ' 1 yo ' undahstan ' . An ' yo ' ll b e  constantly 
.avin' yore han ' s in yore pocket an ' takin ' ' em  out , rubbin ' ' em  like dat [ d emon
�ates] all de while long .  An ' when yo ' rollin ' dose d ice or playin ' dose card � 
always be fumblin ' fo ' matches down in d ere  - dat yo ' ll have tuh take on out tuh 
liaht yo ' c igar ette or c igah, an ' like dat , an ' make yore wish fo ' luck tuh win , 
an' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' yo ' ll win . 

Fast luck powdah is j is '  whut yo ' uses aroun ' de plac e ,  which i s  called dzoaw
� ·  powdah or fas t  luck powdah. An ' dat stee l dust . An ' yo ' put it in each cor
aah, yo ' undahstan, of de f ir s '  room dat yore business - aroun ' behin ' de countah 
�e yo ' constantly walks . Den yo ' go on d e  out side an ' yo ' sprinkle it close 
.p side de wall . Dat stee l dust goes down, it makes a hole,  it always sinks in 
an' yo ' can ' t sweep it  away . It goes in, it looks like l i ' le black peppah aftah
aards , about a day or so . Af tahwards  yo ' throw it up in do se cornahs , all aroun ' 
de rims on d e  outside,  yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' evah mawnin ' take yo ' nine buckets of 
IIJdrant watah, THROW NINE BUCKETS OF HYDRANT WATAH WIT A WISH . Sprinkle yore 
place wit fast luck powdah, stee l dust an ' cinnamon, sugah an ' make yore �shes . 
Au ' always put a l i '  le of dat fast luck in yore stuff , dat dzoawin ' por.k1aJa in yore 
atuff . It ' s  not poison though . 

(You mean in your l iquor ? )  
Rot too much, yo ' undahstan ' ,  j is '  enough in yore likkah fo ' tuh � it, an ' 

abake it well whenevah yo ' touch it , an ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' will bawe profit . 
Yo ' ll  draw de ones on d e  o t hah cornah [where your competitor sells 11.qagr] ovab 
on yore cornah . 

(THIS WAR WATER IS  L IKE WHAT? )  
IT ' S  LIKE BLOOD , IT ' S-A P INKISH .  



2076 - Memoir s  o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(YOU SAY YOU CAN ' T  GET THE STAIN OUT ? )  
NO , IT DON ' COME OUT AN ' A S  LONG AS IT STAYS IN DERE , DE BAD LUCK WILL BE OVAH 

DERE - DAT CORNAH WILL BE VACANT . 
(Dr ives your compet itor out of business . )  
Yes . 
Yo ' git yo ' nine bucket s o f  bZuein watah. Aftah he [ policeman] l eaves outa d e  

plac e ,  but no t aftah he g i t s  outa de neighborhood , yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' kin say 
yo ' scrubbin ' de banquet te [ sidewalk] . He don '  know any bet tah , yo ' see . He ' ll 
have tuh move so yo ' kin throw yore watah . 

Yo ' git nine bucket s o f  bZuein watah , yo ' throw it  out dere nine mawnin ' s , 
stop nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' start nine mawnin ' s  mo ' [ skipping magic ] .  Yo ' throw some 
red peppah behin ' ' im ,  cayenne peppah , an ' war powdah r ight b ehin ' ' im .  [ Every] 
time he go , yo ' j is '  - j is '  like yo ' have tuh put it in sawdust . Jis '  put it in 
some sawdust an ' j is '  chunk it out his way . Den yo ' git dat bZuein watah an ' yo ' 
dash it out dere nine times evah mawnin ' .  Ah ' ll guarantee he ' ll pass yore place ,  
he won ' t  stop in . 

(That ' s  to keep the law away from your place . ) 
Well , firs ' yo ' go befo ' yo ' leave home , yo ' TURN EVAHTHIN ' YO ' HAVE IN YORE 

HOME UPSIDE DOWN dat is turnable . Yo ' take like dis dressah her e ,  yo ' lay it 
ovah on de  flo ' . Yo ' turn yore chairs upside down . Yo ' take yore  mattresses , 
yo ' turn ' em  ovah . Yo ' turn ovah evahthin ' in de house upside down , yo ' undah
stan ' . 

Now,  yo ' take d e  j udge ' s  name . Wr ite it nine times tuh yo ' ,  no t from yo ' ,  an ' 
yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it inside of a LAMB TONGUE . Yo ' take an ' yo ' make a 
hole in de  lamb ' s  tongue right at de end - de li ' le end at de t ip . Yo ' split 
dat tip open . Yo ' put it in dere an ' yo ' put yoreself some dis  loaf sugah - de 
least li ' le bit , j is '  a li ' le bit will do . Oat ' s  tuh sweeten ' im down , de loaf 
sugah . An ' yo ' sprinkle it in dere an ' yo ' use cinnamon . Den yo ' sew it in dere  
j is '  as tight as  yo ' kin git  it wit  coar se No . 8  black thread . Yo ' put it in dat 
lamb ' s  tongue an ' yo ' set it in a pan . Yo ' stick dat candle - git yo ' a candle 
an ' stick yore candle clean through dat tongue an ' leave it burnin ' in de home 
while yo ' is gone . Dat ' ll b e  a blue candle . An ' yo ' leave it burnin ' until yo ' 
get back home an ' dat will make him ab solutely turn aroun ' in his chair an ' say 
yo ' did de o thah .  

An ' git a row o f  pins , yo ' know, a whole nickel of pins an ' pin ' em in yore  
undahweah .  Evah pin dat  yo ' have , in  yore undahweah , pin it  up . Jis ' go r ight 
on up de undahweah wit de pins . Don '  pin none of dem down, all of  ' em  up . 

(Why do you do that ? )  
Well , dat goes in wit de rest of it . Yeah , dat goes in wit de rest of it an ' 

he ' ll [ the j udge will] discharge  yo ' .  
(Why do you use a lamb ' s  tongue ? )  
Well , he will b e  humble as a lamb . He ' ll b e  humble as a lamb . He will talk 

j is '  as modest an ' mild , an ' he will give yo ' a smile .  A lamb ' s  tongue . Yo ' 
know how humble a lamb is . 

Yo ' take an ' buy him a halfa pint of whiskey dat he ' ll like , anythin ' ,  if 
it ' s  wine or whutevah he likes de best , DAT HE GITS DRUNK ON. Yo ' go tuh de 
rivah where do se f ellah ketches catfish at . Yo ' buy yo ' a live cat [ fish] which 
will stay alive until yo ' git home , if Yo ' put it in a bucket . Yo ' come home an ' 
drop yo ' nine drops o f  dis  catfish blood - j is cut de fish while it is alive an ' 
leave de blood drops down while it i s  warm intuh de whiskey an ' shake it up . Put 
some mo '  in dere which will make a halfa pint ; den af tah , yo ' take half out an ' 
drop dis  blood in an ' put de rest of it  in der e .  An ' yo ' set it up on de mantel
piec e .  Don ' t  tell ' im  anythin ' about it . He always ga in ' tuh grab it ' cuz dat ' s  
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... t he loves . An ' ah ' ll guarantee if  he drinks da t it will not kill 1 ia. It 
w:U.l. make him heave up evah bit  of it he drank, an ' turn ' 1m  ag ' :bult auy kiDda 
�:iller an ' make ' im  sick fo ' awhile ,  yo ' know. Dat is he ' 11 not evab -.u' it 
aDJ mo ' • 

St.  Rita? St . Rita doesn ' t like a man .  Well , she is a woman an ' she .arried 
a .an ,  her fir s ' husban ' an ' he wus a drunkard an ' a mean man . He cut ' er  in de 
�. which de pichures will show yo ' if yo ' evah see it . She has a cut an ' it 
�eeds .  Yo ' kin see where de blood runnin ' down , right in de fo ' head , right 
�e . Af tah he did ' er so mean, her f ir s ' husban ' ,  her f ir s ' love , she turned 
a.pletely ag ' ins t men an ' she went tuh be a nun . When she went intuh nunhood , 
� despised all boy babies , an ' men she don ' t like dem . 

Bow, if ah want yo ' [ a  man] tuh d:roag , if ah wan'  choo tuh have de worst kinda 
lack in de worl ' , ah ' ll have tuh burn yore name undah a black candle tuh St . Rita 
- ·  keep it burnin ' all de time an ' yo ' ll nevah conkah it . Yo ' ll git money an'  
JD1 can ' t keep it . Yo ' can ' t hold it  an ' it won ' t  do yo ' no good . Yo ' ll go 
!!lledy . Yo ' ll wish tuh buy clothes,  but when yo ' git dere yore mind will turn . 
10 ' 11 go an ' buy somepin tuh drink dan tuh buy clo thes tuh put on yore bac k .  

An '  put a tea spoon of  whiskey or whutevah dat party dr inks in der e ,  i n  dat 
&lass . An ' burn de name undah de glass  of  watah , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' put de 
litkah in de watah an ' burn de candle . 

(Put the candle to the side , then you put the name under the candle under the 
water . ) 

[The candle is in a glass  of water , the name is under the glass . ]  
Yo ' have dis glass  in fronta her pichur e ,  an ' put de candle tuh de side an ' 

zo ' have de name undah de candle or undah de watah . An ' make de wish tuh St . 
�ta , which is do in ' it in through dat watah . But let dat watah be holy watah . 
----cThis is St . Rita . )  

(How do you spell it? ) 
R-E-T-A . 
St . Raymond is fo ' luck.  
(How? ) 
Well , yo ' take in yore home yo ' burn St . Raymond . Yo ' burn St . Raymond intuh 

1!!,re home an ' wit tapahs . YO ' KNOW WHUT TAPAHS ARE? 
(Yes . )  
An' yo ' git yo ' some tapahs an ' yo ' put it in a glass  an ' yo ' light dose 

tapahs , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' burn St . Raymond , an ' anythin ' yo ' wish fo ' in 
yore home - fo ' comfort , peace ,  or anythin ' .  Yo ' don ' have tuh use any name wit 
' fa . He is whut choo call a Chris t ian saint , yo ' undahstan ' .  I t ' s  no harm, � 
can' t  do any harm wit ' im becuz he is a Cath ' lic , an ' yo ' burn dat fo ' luck in 
de home . 

(Who is St . Peter ? ) 
St . Peter , he opens de do ' of de heaven, yo ' see . St . Peter , if yo ' wan ' a 

barn St . Peter fo ' - say fo ' a saint an ' fo ' luck,  yo ' kin burn a candle too . 
Dose are all good saint s ,  yo ' know. 

Now, ah had a pichure in mah home of St . Rita an ' ah had three boys . An' ah 
sot two now. Ah got one dead . An ' a lady tole me , ah had so much trouble wit 
.. h boy goin ' tuh j ail . He go t so he steal - he stole an ' he didn ' t  care wbat ah 
cl1.d . He had a good home . His fathah , he nevah wus in trouble , an '  ab uevah wus 
in trouble . He j is '  natchly [ naturally] couldn ' t  keep ' is han ' s off people ' s  
thin' s . An ' he stole an ' he stole an ' he stole . So ole lady ca.e � .ah bouse 
oae day . She says tuh me - ah wus cry in ' • Ah says , "Mah boy ' s  ahuat t1lh 10 tuh 
penitentry [penitentiary] . " Ah say, "Ah don ' t know whut tuh clo .  • She •Is . 
"'Vell , ah ' m  soin'  tuh tell yo ' , "  she says , "whut tuh do . " She aa14 ,  HYo• take 
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St . Rita ' s  pitchure outa yore house .  Don ' t break ' er up , "  she said , "fo ' Christ' s 
sake . "  Say, "Take her aroun ' de  cornah in de  street , anywhere yo ' kin lay ' er 
�. but don ' t  harm ' er ,  don ' t  break i t  an ' don ' t give it away . "  An ' says , 
"Af tah dis  yore boy will b e  a good boy . " 

An ' ah taken ' er p itchure an ' ah went aroun ' de  cornah in a empty house an ' ah 
put it in d er e  an ' ah lef ' dat p itchure . Now, ah got two good boys but mah othah 
boy wen ' tuh d e  pen .  Aftah he got outa dere he come back home an ' wus taken sick 
from exposure up dere an ' he d i ed . As long as ah had St . Rita in mah home, ah 
wus in t errible , terrible trouble wit mah children . Dey go out an ' in a minute 
dey come back wit d ere heads cut in a f ight . Ah ' d  have one on dis shouldah an ' 
one on d e  o thah brin ' in '  botha dem tuh d e  hospital . If one stuck a nail 'in ' is 
foo t  tuhday ,  d e  nex ' one s tuck one in ' is foo t tuhmorrah . If ah had one wit 
double pneumonia , ah had de othah wit c ircumcising . Well , sure co s t  enough .  
But dat wus too much trouble all a t  once  tuh po ' down on me a t  once . 

An ' ah would b e  a constantly worried woman all d e  t ime from St . Rita ' s  p ichure.  
It ' s  a terrible woman . 

(Where d id you get St . Rita ' s  pic ture? ) 
Yo ' kin buy St . Rita ' s  pichure down dere . Yo ' kin buy ' er at de  Ten Cent 

Store . 
Yo ' write de name nine t imes on a piece of  papah . Yo ' git dat drawin ' powdah 

an ' dat quicks ilvah . Now,  if ah put de  quicksilvah down in dis  room right now,  
yo ' could throw it down dere now,  yo ' ll hear it rollin ' in balls . Yo ' know it ' s  
like ball s ,  it ' s  like china , it ' ll roll all aroun ' but it will nevah stop . 

(Like little china marbles ? )  
Yes . It ' ll nevah s top unt il i t  gits tuh d e  place wherevah ah ' m  fi�ed,  or any

thin ' is put down fo ' me in d i s  room here . Ah kin f ind it wit dat quicksilvah . 
[The preced ing is like those  many rites under DIAGNOSIS , pp . l 65-217 . ]  
Now, j is '  lay it down quietly an ' it ' s  go in ' tuh roll an ' wherevah it  s top s ,  

g ives yo ' luck,  fo ' d e  part ies tuh be [will ] put dat right dere in dat quick
silvah place . 

An ' yo ' take dat quicks ilvah an ' yo ' take de name of d e  par ty dat yo ' believes 
has taken yore  thin ' s  an ' dat drawin ' powdah. Write dere name nine t imes an ' put 
it  on a piece o f  papah, an ' roll it tight , an ' nail it at yore threshold undah de  
carpet . Nail it wit one bran ' -new tack . As yo ' walk in evah day, make yore wish 
fo ' de los s ,  dat yo ' have tuh come back home . An ' f in ' ly de par ty will come an ' 
knock at yore do ' .  Dey goin ' proclaim dey foun ' it , an ' dey will proclaim tuh 
yo ' dat yo ' lost it off yore person, but yo ' know bettah . 

Guard thin ' s yo ' don ' wan '  s tolen .  Jis ' yo ' git j es '  whut ah tole yo ' ,  de  
quicksilvah an ' lay it in dere,  lay dat  article in dere . Always keep it  an ' de 
powdah on de  dressah . Ah always keep dat [drawin ' ]  powdah on mah dressah an ' in 
mah j ewels dat ah want . Yo ' kin put [ it ]  even in d e  dressah drawahs ,  j is '  spr in
kle it in d e  dressah drawah an ' lay yore �ewels dere . Dat quicksilvah is go in ' 
tuh hold it , go in ' hold it right dere,  an dat drawin ' powdah is go in ' tuh hold 
it . Dose are de pahtic ' lah thin ' s  yo ' use .  

Dat ' s  makes great trouble , gunpowdah an ' bluestone . 
Well , yo ' see now,  i f  yo ' got a husban ' or - even now de  chicken feathahs . Ah 

don ' t in g en ' ly [ g enerally] use do se chicken f eathahs , ah use d e  chicken . Now, 
if ah wan '  choo tuh drag an ' ah wan '  choo tuh be down , walk d e  street an ' beg an ' 
be hungry , ah will g it me a black chicken . Ah ' ll tie dat chicken by de leg .  

(What did you say that chicken was ? )  
A evil chicken . 
Ah take dat chicken an ' ah t ie ' im  by d e  leg , no t by de  neck . Ah tie him by 

de leg an ' ah tie him tuh mah kitchen table . Ah take dat chicken an ' ah don ' t  
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ai•e him anythin ' tuh eat . Ah whip dat chicken as often as ah care � - jis '  
�Ma t  ' tm .  Take a stick an ' knock ' im  aside outa ma h  way . Ah ki.ck ' fa  or any
ddn '  ah feel like do in ' . Harm ' im ,  yo ' know,  tuh make de chicken dn:rg au' be 
.Ick tuh die . Ah ' ll do it . But ah wanta kick it tuh death an ' ah'm goin ' � 
.carve it tuh death . [Automobile horn out in street . ]  Ah ' ll take dat chicken 
aa' ah ' ll starve dat chicken . Ah ' ll keep dat chicken dere unt il he gits j is'  a 
tr..e, nuthin but an absolutely frame . An ' he ' ll die from hungry an ' die fraa 
111 treatment . An ' de chicken - when de chicken dies , de par ty will drag away 
jis' like de chicken . An ' ah named dat chicken by de party . Den ah ' m  supposed 
bh do de harm tuh dem .  I f  it ' s  a woman named Ada , ah ' ll call dat chicken, "Ada" . 
Ab' ll cuss dat chicken , ah ' ll kick dat chicken . Ah ' ll starve dat chicken - don' 
let ' tm git aholt of a grain of  food , an ' ah ' ll starve dat chicken . An ' when 
.. t chicken dies , den yo ' ll die . Dat ' s  whut yo ' call anothah drag . 

Dey takes de horse manure . 
(Take horse manure . )  
Yeah, an ' yo ' takes human manure ,;'- dat ' s  de one dat yo ' 

,a '  undahstan ' .  An ' de doctor ' ll say it ' s  locked bowels . 
take dat an ' yo ' put dat intuh a piece of  red flannin an ' 
ia de woods .  Yo ' bore a hole an ' yo ' stick dat manure up 

wanta stop de bowels , 
Yo ' undahstan ' ?  Yo ' 

yo ' take dat tuh a tree 
in dat hole an ' cork it 

.. on de down - de sundown side , an ' yo ' cork it up . An ' when dat manure dries 
!P an'  goes - de sap goes down in de tree , den yo ' die . 

But long as de sap is up in de tree , yo ' ll not die ;  but yo ' ll go intuh T . B . -
1.1.ke ,  an ' d e  doctor will say " locked bowels , "  but he don ' t know . See? 
---rTake ] a bird ' s  nes ' in de early part , yo ' undahstan ' , when de birds are 
�eedin ' yo ' see . An ' aftah de chicks come out of  de nes ' , yo ' take dose - de 
tdrds nest an ' yo ' mix it wit de dirt daubah, graveyard dirt an ' all , an ' yo ' 
take it an ' yo ' mix it all up tuhgethah . Yo ' see . An ' yo ' sprinkle dat aroun ' 
� do '  of  de party , an ' dey ' ll fly away . Look like dey ' ll j is ' , dey don ' wanta 
�y at dere home no mo ' .  Yo ' undahstan ' ,  yo ' see . Dey nevah satisfied - j is '  
like a bird in de air , dey always look like dere brains will go in , dey wants tuh 
8D• Dey ' ll move from house tuh house ,  clean up unt il dey ' ll have tuh move [ from] 
� city . Dey ' ll figure dat dey will be nearah dere work,  if dey go tuh ano thah 
�ce . An ' fin '  demselves - dey ' re j is '  like a bird when he ' s  goin ' tuh fly home 
fD' de wintah .  

(Like a bird when they are flying home for the winter . )  
Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em . Now dey take a frog - if ah wants t uh have yo ' wit frogs 

Ia zo ' , ah ' ll take a frog an ' ah ' ll dry dat frog , yo ' undahstan ' ,  in de sunshine 
... ah ' ll take dat fro g  af tah its dry , dry , dry . Ah ' ll poun ' dat - grin ' it up . 
� ·  undahstan ' , yo ' see? It ' s  dry . Ah ' ll pound it up an ' aftah ah pound it up , 
.. take dat frog dust an ' give yo ' a plate of  food which is got tuh be steamin' 
�t. an ' take a - well , a bit of dat frog dust an ' spr inkle in dat food . An '  it 
t.ca.es alive again aftah it gits  in yo '  - yo '  undahstan ' ,  from de heat . Dat 1 a 
... t makes some people have toadfrogs in ' em . An ' den ag ' in , if yo ' want ' ea  
� have snakes in ' em . Yo ' take a snake an ' yo ' ll dry de snake , an' yo 1 take 
.. t snake dust an ' yo ' ll sprinkle it intuh de food whilst  it ' s  hot .  

Yo ' make people bark like dogs . 
(Yes . How do they do that ? )  
Well , yo ' kin take de tongue o f  a dog an ' yo ' ll bake it dry , dry, dry - j ia ' 

l1le yo ' fry a piece of  meat intuh a cr isp . An ' yo ' take dat toucue. dat � • 
... yo ' sprinkle it intuh de food , which soup is much bettah, aita daaa ' ea  
.-tckah . An ' put i t  intuh d e  soup an ' yo ' will bark like a dol • 

(You do what ? )  
Bow , tuh take a man ' s nature , ah' m  go in '  tuh tell yo ' cli.s .  Yo ' uke a SD&il , 
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one of dose snails - yo ' take three . Yo ' take , yo ' know , on a man ' s  drawahs dat 
go t de pad in ' em between de limbs . Yo ' know it ' s  got de  double seat , de double 
seat . Yo ' take dat snail an ' yo ' sew i t  up intuh dat double seat - open it up 
an ' put dat live snail up in dere an ' yo ' sew it in dere . 

(One , or two , or three? )  
Three or two . Jes ' , yo ' know, de ones dat will stay de longes ' .  I f  yo ' think 

one will stay until his nature leaves him, yo ' put one . An ' yo ' sew dat up intuh 
de seat an ' yo ' fold it up , if he ' s  ready tuh take his bath . If he ' s  ready tuh 
take his bath an ' goin ' tuh dress ag ' in, dat ' s  when yo ' f ix it . An '  if he puts 
dem drawahs on, he ' 11 nevah make a hea:I't fo ' anothah woman . Now, he kin make one 
fo ' me , mahself , but he won ' t  make none fo ' anothah woman . He ' ll be cold as ice ,  
see . 

(Now , can he get that spell off  o f  him? How can he get r id of that? ) 
Yo ' can ' t take dat o f f . 
(Oh, you can ' t take that off . )  
No , jn 1  can ' t take dat o f f  becuz dat snail has d ied , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' he ' ll 

always be furious fo ' yo ' but not fo ' anothah woman . See . 
Yo ' have intahco ' se rag . Yo ' take yo ' a half a yard of yellah cotton, an ' yo ' 

cut it in a par t .  
(In a what? ) 
In a part . Yo ' take one piece fo ' yo ' self an ' one fo ' him , yo ' undahstan ' .  

Well , dat ' s  tuh pertend [ pretend ]  dat yo ' re goin ' tuh intahco ' se wit him . But 
don ' t  have intahco ' se wit him . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  

(I understand . ) 
Yo ' take dat an ' when he intahco ' se wit yo ' ,  yo ' take dat rag an ' let him wipe 

hisself wit it . An ' aftah he wipe hisself wit it , de nex ' mawnin ' yo ' git up an ' 
take dat rag an ' j es '  fold it tuh yo ' . 

(To you? ) 
Fold it tub yo ' an ' yo ' wrap it t ight , an ' yo ' put it undah de do ' s ill . Git 

up undah de house an ' put it undah de do ' sill , an ' nail it wit nine bran ' -new 
tacks - nine . An ' he ' ll nevah raise a heart fo ' anothah woman. He ' ll always -
yo ' got him nai led down , he can ' t raise up . He ' ll have ideas but he can ' t do 
anythin ' , s ee - no t anythin ' in de world . 

Take her intahco ' se de same way . Leave her come - don ' t he lose , not wit her . 
An ' let her wipe it . Take dat rag an ' he ' ll ,  he ' ll have tuh carry dat wit him 
though . Yo ' see , yo ' take dat rag , an ' take dat rag an ' wrap it t ight as he kin 
git it . An ' aftah he wrap it tight as he kin git it , j es '  stick as many needles 
an ' pins as yo ' kin in each end o f  it . An ' t ie it tight as yo ' kin git it , an ' 
she ' ll be tied � ·  She wo n ' t be bothahed wit no othah man unt il he comes bac k .  

"THREE HIGHEST NAMES" DOCTOR 

IF DE SHERIFF WUZ BEHIN ' ME AN ' AH KNOW DAT HE WUZ COMIN ' 
AN ' AH GIT TUH DAT CROSS OF DAT ROAD 

IF AH DIDN 'T WAN '  'IM TUH COME NO FU 'THAH BEHIN ' ME • • •  
AN ' [AH] WAN 'A TURN 'IM ANOTHAH WA.Y • • •  

AH WOULD WALK BACKWARDS ON DE ROAD DAT AH WAN '  'IM TUH GO • • •  
WALK BACKWARDS OUT DAT ROAD FO ' TWELVE STEPS • • •  

MAKE STOP AN ' SA.Y 
"IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER� DE SON AN '  HOL.Y GHOST 

AH WAN '  CHEW TUH TAK8 DIS ROAD" 
COME ON BACK OUT AN ' DEN GO ON A CONTRARY WA.Y 
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YO ' GOES TUH DE GRAVEYARD AN ' LET IT BE A PERSON DAT C1/Jifl �JI • • •  
AN ' HE KNOWS YO ' • • •  CALL 'IM AN ' TELL 'IM WHUT CHEW WAN '  'IJI mil DO • • • 

TUH GO WID JOO AN ' HE 'P YO ' TUH FIN ' DIS MONEY • • •  TELL 'IJI 
"NOW AH WAN '  CHEW TUH TAKE POSSESSION OF MAH MIND" • • •  

YO ' DON ' KNOW WHERE DE MONEY IS • • •  
BUT DE SPIRITS DO KNOWS WHERE IT 'S AT • • •  

PAYS 'IM BEFO ' YO ' LEAVE DE GRAVE 
YO ' GIVE 'IM DE SUM OF 39¢ 

YO ' DIG A HOLE AN ' BURY IT IN DE GRAVE • • •  
HE 'LL TAKE CONTROL OF DE OTHAH SPIRIT [GUARDING THE TREASURE] • • •  

AFTAH YO ' FIN ' DIRECTLY WHERE DE MONEY AT 
YO ' TAKES DE FIFTY CENTS [SILVER QUARTER] AN ' LAY IT 

IN DE CENTAH WHERE YO ' THINK DE MONEY AT • • •  
AN ' CALL DE SPIRIT AN ' TELL 'IM DAT "CHEW KIN HAVE DIS" 

DE SPIRIT • • •  DE PERSON DAT WlJZ LIVIN ' AN ' DID BURY DE MONEY • • •  
YO ' GAVE 'IM DAT FIFTY CENTS OF YORES 

"IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER� DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST" 

FLORENCE ,  SOUTH CAROLINA 

2081 

[I  have called this man the Three Highest Names DoatoP because he uses so many 
�s the Three Highest Names = In the Name of the FatheP� Son and Holy Ghost. 
�bing al so appeal s to htm , as well as walking backwards . His most original 
ri.te may be a three-way and equid istant measurement at a "Y" forks of the road , 
equalling a trisec ted circle or stylized " tau" or "T" looking l ike a "Y" - see 
�gram . The 9 nails rite , forming a combined cro ss and circle,  must l ikewise b e  
..ationed - see diagram . Rare i s  t h e  boiled-penny water for pa in cure and aunjUPe 
�y ; this perhaps being my only example of it in HOODOO . Unusual , too , are a 
..-her of expressions and terms : concerning his red-onion gambling hand with 9 
�les he says , it will  talk tuh yoPe aaPds ; fur ther , yo ' kin use a hammah [ [ hammeP] 
fo ' "tuh stationaPy " a woman at home ; the scarce verb to hag ; the infrequent word 
� fingeP , previously occurr ing o nly o nc e  or twice in HOODOO ; the word blossom 
wdLb a sexual conno tation;  etc . Mater ial for informant 133 5 was recorded on 
cylinders C7 21 : 5-C7 28 : 5  = 2302-2309 . ]  

If yo ' wanted tuh hUPt a per son wit a snake , yo ' take dat snake an ' yo ' kin 
&y ' im  or boil ' tm  an ' git  de blood out of ' tm, whiah an ' why , an ' feed tub a 
�son - put some of dat intuh dey food . An ' dey would come wit snakes in dea. 

Well, if yo ' want dem snakes out ,  well ketch yo ' a live frog - git ' tm  live • 
..-. Cut ' tm  open an ' snap [ slap ] , ' tm  r ight o n  de stomach an ' hold ' fm  dere fo ' 
� least - whiah an ' why - if one [ frog ] don ' t take him [ snake ] out aftah dat one 
(frog ] dies , take htm away an ' ketch yo ' anothah , an ' in de three frogs . 11ke de 
fa' t  [ fourth]  one , dat ' ll take evah b i t  of  de poison out . But be  sure [ ta] put 
• aa  on dere l ive an ' in twelve hour s ttme dey draw all of dat piaen out . 

(This man has lef t  home and the woman is going to br ing him back -..e. llov 
.._t does she do ? )  

Sbe take his hat an ' she WALKS THREE STEPS BACKWARDS from her clo ' step, an' de 
first step [ say] , In de Name of de FatheP , de second , In de 1JamB of dB Scm, [de]  
tklrd . Holy Ghost . An ' stop dere an ' dig a hole dere . Take dat bat an' put it 
-.a in dat hol e ,  In de Name of de FatheP� Son an ' Holy Ghost, dat 8be aean tuh 
kiD& ' 1m back home tuh her . Covah da t hat up down dere. an' be '  a abore comin' 
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back . 
A man kin go out tuh a fo ' k  of a road . Now dere ' s  more dan one way yo ' kin 

use dat fo ' k  of  de road . 
(Tell me one way without mixing up the four ways . Tell me one way what you 

can do out there . )  
Ah kin go out tuh dat fo ' k  o f  de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  In de Name of de 

FatheP� de SOn an ' de Ho ly Ghost. Dere ' s  somepin dat ah wanta work tuh bring it 
mah way . Ah go out to de fo ' k  of dat road fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  In de Name of de 
FatheP� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost .  An ' i f  it ' s  a person dat ah want tuh leave 
out of de town, I would break up in a home . Ah kin bring it tuh work - it ' ll 
work . 

Go out dere nine mawnin ' s  befo ' de sun rise an ' use de word of De FatheP� SOn 
an ' de Holy Ghost, an ' make yore wishes on dere an ' it  will come tuh pass . 

(Make them leave ? )  
Yes sir . 
An ' ah go out dere tuh dat fo ' k  o f  de road , [as ] if  de sheriff wuz behin ' me 

an ' ah know dat he wuz comin ' ,  an ' ah git tuh dat cross of  dat road . If ah did
n ' t  wan '  ' im  tuh come no fu ' thah behin ' me de way dat ah wuz goin ' , an ' wan ' a  
turn ' im  ano thah way,  dat ah could turn ' im .  De way dat ah do tuh turn ' im, AH 
WOULD WALK BACKWARDS on de road da t ah wan '  ' im  tuh go • Ah would walk backwards 
out dat road fo ' twelve steps , an ' in de twelfth step ah ' d  make a stop an ' say , 
"In de Name of de FatheP� de Son an ' Ho ly Ghost , ah wan ' chew tuh take dis road . "  
Come on back out an ' den go on a contrary way . But ah don ' t mean fo ' him tuh 
fellah me . Ah means tuh dodge him dere - see , turn ' im  anothah way .  

I f  dere wu z  anyone dat wuz goin ' out dat way , wuz leavin ' home fo ' any cuz 
[ cause] , an ' ah know dat wuz de way dat dey wuz goin ' out , ah could make a trip 
out dere befo ' de t ime fo ' dem tuh go out , an ' MEASURE NINE INCHES THREE WAYS -
nine inches three ways . An ' each one of dem nine inches , de FatheP [ stands ] fo ' 
one ,  de SOn stan ' s fo ' de othah , an ' de Ho ly Ghost stan ' s fo ' de o thah,  dat ah 
mean tuh return ' em  backwards . An ' when dey git tub. dat fo ' k  of  dat road , dey ' ll 
stop dere an ' come on back . Think tuh ' emselves an ' dey decide dat dey bettah go 
back ' stead of dey goin ' on . Dey couldn ' t  go on . 

(You measure [ I  demonstrate]  nine inches that way ,  nine this , and nine that -
measure them together like that , like the spokes in a wheel , r ight in the center 
of the crossroads [ forks of a road , a "Y-fork" - no t crossroads ] .  

Yes . 
[The preceding spokes in a whee l is a trisected circle , a stylized " tau" or 

"T" cro ss - ac tually a triple "T" or  cross . ]  
Yo 1 kin take a person ' s  ahambeP lye an ' put it intuh a vial , air tight it , an ' 

yo ' kin kill a snake or scorpion an ' put in dere wit dat ahambeP lye , stop i t  up 
an ' bury it , an ' dey bound tuh die - can ' t  hardly live . 

Yo 1 kin use ahambeP lye ag ' in ,  dat if a person is poisoned . Yo ' kin take dere  
ahambeP lye an ' salt  an ' let  ' em  drink i t  In de Name of de FatheP� Son an ' Holy 
Ghost an ' dey ' ll vomit it up . 

(You mean if someone has g iven them something with poison. ) 
Yes sir . 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoe an ' yo ' kin make him leave home wit it . Yo ' take 

dat sho e  an ' yo ' carry it out anyhow intuh a road dat de traff ic travel in - not 
j es '  a little byroad or nuthin lak dat , a road dat de traffic travels in . Yo ' 
put i t  out in de middle of d e  road an ' call dis per son name - by his name - an ' 
tell ' im  dat , "Ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh leave home , ah don1 t mean fo ' yo ' tuh stay 
heah . " An ' he shore gone . 
�o '  kin use dat shoe fo ' ano thah thing too . Yo ' take dat shoe an ' put it  on 
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a piece of tin or sompin an ' set it af iah , burn it  up . Den aftah �t bara ap ,  yo ' 
take do se ashes an ' put some alum in it . Mix it up thoroughly tuhaetb&h au' yo ' 
pat it  in a vial an ' put watah ontuh it , an ' yo ' kin give it tuh a vu.an � 
drink . It ' s  good fo ' [what ] she has evah time at de  month . It ' s  good fo 1 dat . 
AD' it ' s  good fo ' when ' er blood is rushin ' tuh ' er haid . Give her a tablespoou
fal of it if it f lows very bad , an ' if no t ,  a teaspoonful about evah three hours .  

[For the preceding blood is r-ushing to hero head o r  i t  flows ver-y bad, an '  if 
ROt - see FACI , 2nd ed . ,  4 9 68f . , p . 219 . ]  

Yo ' kin take a man ' s sock an ' yo ' kin cuz ' im tuh git burn up wit ' is sock . 
Yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' put chew some gunpowdahs in it , some sulphur in dat 
sock, an ' stick a nail in de chimley - up de chimley piece an ' take dat sock an ' 
push it ovah dat nail . Build a f iah an ' use de word , "In de Name of de Father-1 
Son an '  Ho ly Ghost ,  ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh git burn up . " Dat man will ketch afiah 
spite of all he kin do . 

A person kin take yore pho tograph an ' dey kin run yo ' crazy wit it . 
(Bow do they do that ? )  

Well , dey take it an ' carry it out tuh a tree , an ' take nine penny nails an ' 
.ake a cross  wit dose  nails - j es '  make a cro ss ' cross dat pichure  wit ' em . Den 
aftah makin ' de cro ss ,  dey carry dose nails round an ' round , make a circ le outa 
dose nails , an ' use de word whatsoevah [ they want ] .  If dey want ' em  tuh go crazy, 
dey kin use de words ,  make de wish fo ' dem tuh go crazy . An ' if dey want ' em  tuh 
die, den dey wish In de Name of de Father-, de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost .  An ' it will 
work both ways .  Be shore tuh make dat cro ss wit de nail . 

(How do you mean , make the arooss with the nail? ) 
Yo ' drive ' em in cross  [ form] , see . 
(You drive them in so that it forms a cross . How do you make a circle then? ) 
Yo ' carry de circle round , see . 
(You use other nails for making the circle round that cross . So you have a 

cross in a circle . Then how many nails do you use altogether ? )  
Yes sir , yes sir , use nine nails , In de Name of de Father-, Son an ' Ho ly Ghost . 

Eithah way . Yo ' kin work it tuh git r id o f  ' em  or eithah run ' em  crazy . 
[ Informant is • r ight . Five nails makes the • • • cro ss and nine nails 

118.ke the circle ." • • •  • ] 
She take her • • • bloomahs an ' she spread ' em  ovah ' is head an ' WALK BACK

�S out ta de  room , an ' he ' ll sleep right dere  till she git back . 
A person kin take yore han ' wr itin ' , take it down tuh swif t runnin ' watah an ' 

take dat let tah an ' put it in de watah , In de Name of de Father-, de Son an ' de 
BOly Ghost,  an ' let ' em go upstream - don ' t go downstream .  It ' ll go upstream if 
yo ' nuse dose words ,  an ' j es '  whut chew wanta happen tuh dat per son will happen 
tuh ' em .  An ' den let ' em go up stream an ' de watah - ah don ' t care how swift it 
be runnin ' - it don ' t go downstream . 

Yo ' kin go out tuh ' simmon tree on de sunrise side  of dat tree , do [ though] 
yo ' wanta git dere befo ' de sunrise . An ' if a person is. livin ' on a place an '  
yo ' want ' em tuh leave dere - yo ' wanta git r id of ' em ' way from dere - yo '  kin 
go out dere an ' cut three cuts on dat tree , on de  sunrise sid e ,  In de Bame of de 
FathBr, de Son an ' de Holy Ghost .  An ' dey ' ll leave dere . An ' den yo ' kin ll&ke 
a medicine too outa dat ba ' k  [ bark] . 

(Don ' t  you say anything else when you make tho se cuts besides In the �e of 
the Father-, the Son and the Ho ly Ghost? ) 

Yes sir , call dere name an ' dat chew mean fo ' dem tuh leave dere, vbosomevah 
dat person is . 

(And you say you make a medicine? )  
Yo ' kin take dat ba ' k  offa d e  sunrise side o f  d e  ' stm.Dn tr ee  an '  bile [ boil]  
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it  an ' put chew some alum intuh dere an ' physic salt . Take it  wit physic salt 
an ' ah fo ' git whut othah dey call dat fo ' de whoopin ' cough . 

[My transcriber in a parenthesis suggests " (creo so te) , "  an early note of mine 
guesses asafetida - see p . 414 . ]  

Yo ' kin take de f ig tree ba ' k  or de roots an ' bile it an ' g ive it tub a per son 
tub dr ink ,  an ' yo ' kin put intuh dat fo ' ' em  tub drink - yo ' wanta drop nine 
black peppah seeds in der e ,  nine whole grain black peppah seeds . Yo ' put nine 
of ' em  in dere an ' let ' em  bile down dere In de Name of de FatheP� de Son an ' 
de Ho Zy Ghost , an ' yo ' , "Mean fo ' dem tub have a breakin ' out . "  An ' dem peoples 
will break out from de head tub de feet , j es '  lak de f ig tree have figs on it . 

Yo ' kin take graveyard dir t  an ' use it in several idf f ' ren ways . 
(What way could you tell me? ) 
Yo ' go down tub de grave an ' j es '  about a feet an ' a half from de h�adbo td yo ' 

git three or nine han ' fuls o f  dat dir t  - anywhere yo ' wanta dig down i n  dere 
round about a feet or feet an ' a half in de grave . An ' yo ' takes dat dirt an ' 
yo ' brings it back an ' yo ' put some sulphuh , red peppah an ' brimstone wit it . 
Pound it all up good tuhgethah . Den yo ' take da t dirt if a person git in j ail . 
Yo ' kin build a fiah in dey home . Or , say , if dis man is in j ail , yo ' kin give 
it tub ' is wife , an ' ' is wife kin burn it r ight here in dis chimley [we had an 
open f ireplace in the interviewing room] an ' make her wish da t she want ' im  tub 
come out of jail . An ' she right dere at home an ' burn dat dir t , an ' he ' ll come 
out somehow or nothah . Dey ' ll turn ' im loose . Somebody will · go  dere an ' g it 
' im when he comin ' out . 

Derefore ,  dat if a person, if yo ' want ' em tub move ' way from dat house , yo ' 
could take dat graveyard dir t  an ' bring it dere , put some of it in all fo ' cor
nabs of de house . If yo ' couldn ' t  git it  in de fo ' cornahs , j es '  throw some in
tub d e  walk . An ' dey would have tub leave der e ,  dey couldn ' t stay dere tub dat 
graveyard d irt . 

Well , yo ' kin nuse a dead person ' s bones , yo ' kin weah it in yore pocket -
yo ' totes it . Dat is , if yo ' got a idea dat dere ' s  somebody got lotsa of ani
mosity in ' em  fo ' yo ' ,  supposed tub kill yuh - supposed tub threaten tub kill 
yuh . In any way form or fashion lak dat , if yo ' kin git  hold of a dead person ' s  
bone an ' put it in yore pocket an ' weah it , dey kin have de gun r ight wit ' em,  
but chew kin walk by ' em  an ' dey ' ll shoot chew , yo ' ll nevah git killed as long 
as yo ' tote dat dead-man bone in yore pocket . 

If a person in a lawsuit , dey got a lawsuit fightin ' , g it j es '  de nine dis
ciples intuh de Bible - er a twelve disciples intuh de Bible . Yo ' take dose 
twelve disc iples names out on a sheet of papah . Wr ite ' em down an ' fo ' twelve 
nights yo ' bury one an ' � [ as ]  yo ' ·  bury it yo ' say dat chew mean tub win dis 
case - yo ' mean tub worry dem an ' win dis lawsuit . An ' fo ' de twelve nights de 
twelve disc iples will be buried , regardless tub when de case come off . 

Which is undah yore do ' steps . Yo ' git nine spoonsful of dat dir t  undah d e  
do ' step an ' yo ' g it nine spoons of table salt , nine spoonsful of sulphuh , nine 
spoonsful of r ed cayenne peppah an ' yo ' sprinkle hit aroun ' yore house . Start 
at one cornah an ' go roun ' till yo ' meet , an ' come up de do ' step an ' come in , 
an ' sprinkle some straight through de house so dey - anyhow , not pass [ bypass]  
it  but go through it . If it  not a passage tub go through , j es '  since it ' s  got a 
back do ' tub it . Sprinkle it on out tub de backdo ' .  Den yo ' WALK BACKWARDS 
intuh de house . An ' when yo ' walk backwards intuh de house ,  yo ' say , "In de Name 
of de FathePJ de Son an ' Ho ly Ghost ,  ah mean fo ' de law tub stay way from mah 
house . "  An ' yo 1 will shore have rest from 1 em . 

Tub bring yo ' folkses tub buy from yo ' ,  yo ' go  down tub de graveyard an ' git  
chew NINE HAN ' FULLA DIRT . An '  yo ' bring it back , an ' git chew some brims tone , 
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an '  yo ' g it chew sulphuh an ' red peppah an ' tab le sal t , mix it tubae�laah. An '  
yo ' burn it i n  yor e house an ' ma ke yore wishes , In de Name of de Father. de Soft 
an '  Ho ly Ghost ,  yo ' wanna gain fren ' s an ' yo ' want chure fren ' s tuh co.e :In an '  
bay from yo ' .  An ' yor e house will always be crowded . 

Yo ' wil l have tub go tub de grave tub do da t .  She could go down tuh de grave 
an' call de spir i t  t hree t ime s an ' change de bo ' ds aroun ' an ' tell de spir it da� 
8be wanted ' 1m  tub change her husban ' from drinkin ' l ikkah ,  "Don ' t l e t  ' 1m  have 
.a taste or no min ' tub dr ink any atal l , In de Name of de Fathezo� de Son an '  de 
lloly Ghost . "  An ' , brothah , he will leave it off . 

(He wil l stop drinking . )  
Yessuh . 
Git chew a red onion an ' BO ' YO ' NINE HOLES aroun ' dat onion, an ' put chew 

.tne pins in dat onion an ' full do se holes up in dat onion wit sulphuh . Den yo ' 
takes a p iece o f  flannen an ' put ovah dat onion an ' put it in yore pocket , an ' 
:tt vill do de work fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' j es ,' go t ta have it in yore pocket where it un l l  
mlk tuh yo zoe aazads . 

� t  do you mean talk to youza aazods ? )  
If yo ' win , j es '  what somevah numbah da t chew lookin ' fo ' yo ' call it , see . 
(You are suppo sed to get it? ) 

Yes , sub . 
Yo ' work it wit a frog do [ though] . Yo ' take a live frog an ' put ' im  in yor e 

J!Cket , an ' yo ' carr ies ' im  ' long wit yo ' when yo ' gambl in ' . An ' j es '  befo ' yo ' 
eet down tub de table , yo ' take yore han ' an ' rub i t  all ovah dat frog . An ' yo ' 
keep de frog in yore pocket an ' go ahead wit de gamblin ' .  

Yo ' kin take a silvah dime an ' yo ' kin wear i t  aroun ' yore laigs , an ' yo ' kin 
.a1k ovah anythin ' dat a per son put down fo ' yo ' tub huzat chew . I t  won ' t  huzat 
chev. 

Yo ' kin use pennies at de grave an ' den yo ' kin use pennies ag ' in fo ' b iling 
[boiling ] an ' dr ink de wa tah o f f  ' em  fo ' huzats . Dat ' ll cure yo ' .  Ag ' in ,  i f  yo ' 
� or poisoned or anythin ' lak da t ,  yo ' kin take do se pennies an ' put ' em  in a 
pot of somp in an ' boil ' em  an ' dr ink dat watah o f f  i t  an ' i t  will cur e it . 

[The preceding huzots (rare as a noun) means ordinary pains , but huzat or poi
� deno tes pain from aunjuzae or hoodoo . Penny-�tezo is rar e for these two 
parposes ; in fac t ,  I do no t recall at the moment any s imilar usage in HOODOO . ]  

Dere ' s  two ways tub ' rage dat ,  now . 
De one o f  de way s ,  yo ' kin go down tub de graveyard an ' call de spirit an ' 

�ell ' em  da t chew want ' im tub take control o f  dis man dat kil led de man . Want 
� take control o f  ' im ,  change de headbo ' d  roun ' tub de foo t an ' bring de foot 
cme up tub de haid . Den yo ' git chew three handful o f  dat dir t an ' yo ' carry it 
� de dead man , wheresomevah dat de dead man at , sprinkle it on ' im . An '  da� 
person [murder er ] will nevah leave . 

(The fellow that killed him will come back? ) 
Yes sir , if he gone he ' ll come back . An ' if he dere a t  de town an ' fisuriD' 

on gittin ' away , why h e  won ' g o  den . 
Yo ' kin go tub a murple [myr tle? ] bush . Yo ' know whut a murple bush is .  
(What i s  tha t ? ) 
Dat ' s  a bush grows silvah leaves . Yo ' go out dere tub dat markle [ ! ]  hash. 
(Murkle? No t myr tle? Maple? ) 
10 sir ,  no t maple - murper . 
(Does the bush have flower s ? ) 
Ah don ' t think it does . 
(It ha s  silver leaves? ) 
It has silver leaves . 
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Yo ' go tuh de sunr ise side of it an ' yo ' break a limb offa dat tree j es ' about 
de height dat man is , if yo ' evah seen ' em  an ' know about de height he is . Yo ' 
break a limb off  dat tree , j es '  about de height he is . 

(This man who killed someone . )  
He tryin ' tuh git away . 
An '  yo ' take dat limb an ' bring it back an ' throw it undah yore own house 

where dat yo ' live at . Yo ' throw da t limb undah dere ,  In de Name of de FatheP� 
Son an ' Holy Ghost , yo ' mean tuh bring da t man back - yo ' mean fo ' him tuh come 
tuh yo ' .  An '  he ' ll come round tuh yore house an ' if yo ' want ' im  yo ' kin git ' im. 

Dere ' s  two ways tuh remedy dat . One of  de  ways , yo ' put some sulphuh, red 
peppah, gunpowdah ;  mix i t  tuhge thah an ' put i t  in each one o f  yore shoes ,  an ' de  
dogs couldn ' t  scent yo '  atall . 

An '  de  othah way,  yo ' could go by anywhere da t a cow s tall at an ' git  some of  
dat cow manure an ' put it in yore shoe an ' put chure shoes back on, an ' go ahead 
on about chure business . Couldn ' t  trail yo ' no longah den yo ' put it in dere an ' 
step out . 

Well , yo ' could use it  wit yore red onion . Yo ' take yore red onion, if yo ' 
had one ,  an ' if yo ' d idn ' t  have it f ixed , yo ' could fix it wit de  sulphuh an ' de 
p ins . 

(That is what you told me before? ) 
Yes sir , de  same thing . Yo ' take da t onion when yo ' go tuh de bossman an ' yo ' 

put chure han '  in yore pocke t an ' ketch dat onion, an ' squeeze it tight an ' talk 
tuh yore bossman ; an ' if yo ' want a j ob , yo ' will git it . 

Befo ' yo ' leave dat house yo ' take yo ' some gunpowdahs an ' yo ' walk twelve 
step out de back way an ' yo ' light dat gunpowdahs an ' burn it , In de Name of de 
FatheP� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , yo ' mean tuh keep yor e enemies away . All r ight, 
yo ' come back tuh de house an ' yo '  walk twelve steps out dis  way, an ' yo ' burn dat 
powdahs , In de Name of de FatheP� SOn an ' Holy Ghost ; an ' yo ' walk twelve [ s teps ]  
d i s  way an ' yo ' burn it , an ' twelve dis  way an ' burn dat gunpowdahs , In de Name 
of de Fathah� SOn� an ' Ho ly Ghost , an ' yo ' kin go anywhere yo ' wanta go tuh . 
Nuthin missin ' an ' no harm will bo thah yo ' .  

(That is , if people are coming into your house and stealing anything or harm
ing you , you walk twelve steps in each direc tion of the four direc tions ? )  

Dat ' s  r ight . 
Ah shore wouldn ' t  know how tuh tell yo ' tuh make yo ' find out who it wuz , but 

ah kin tell yo ' how tuh make ' em br ing it back , an ' den yo ' d  know who it wuz . 
Yo ' go down tuh de graveyard an ' yo ' make de changes wit de bo ' ds ,  an ' � 

call de  spirit name three t imes an ' tell ' em  da t chew mean fo ' dem, de  spirit , 
tuh worry de individual an ' to 'ment [ torment] ' em  until dey have tuh bring what
somevah dat dey s tole ' way from yo ' back tuh yo ' .  An ' eithah - co ' se yo ' have 
tuh pay ' em  do [ though] . If  yo ' don ' pay ' im he ain ' t gain ' do it . 

Gits teaspoonful of table salt r ight out yore house an ' sprinkle it out de  
do ' behin ' ' em  an ' take yore broom an ' sweep it out an ' tell ' em, "Go an ' nevah 
return back,  In de Name of de Fathah� SOn an ' Holy Ghost . "  Yo ' won'  have no mo ' 
trouble . 

(They ' ll never come back again . If they keep coming , that is a way to keep 
them from bothering you . )  

Yessuh . 
Yo ' kin take dose needles an ' yo ' kin put ' em  intuh - dat ' s  in hurtin ' peoples 

do [ though] . Yo ' hurts lak dat wit dose needles . Yo ' take ' em an ' put ' em  intuh 
a piece - yo ' know, a li ' le pad or somepin - an ' yo ' kin put some scorpion blood 
or snake blood on dose needles an ' bury ' em  undahneat '  of  yore do ' step , an 1 de  
per son who dat  yo ' want ' em  tuh harm now, yo ' call dere name nine times , In de 
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.a.ze of de Fat'fzezo� Son an ' de Holy Ghost ,  dat chew want ' im  tub ketch dat . An' 
be ' ll  ketch it . Anyone else kin walk ovah it as much as dey please. it: .m 
'III!VBh harm dem . 

Yo ' kin take twelve matches an ' put ' em  undah a glass - have watab fDtuh de 
•acer den take d e  twelve matches an ' put ' em  in dere an ' turn yore &].ass ciDIIII 
a.ah ' em  intuh de watah, an ' slide ' em  undah a person ' s bed aftah he sleeps . 
Jes '  slide it undah de bed an ' yo ' kin git all of der e  secret out of 'e. vbile 
!ey sleepin ' . Put d em  matches an ' watah undah dere an ' dey ' ll start tub talkin ' . 

(You f ill the saucer with wat er ,  with the matches in it , and put the glass 
� the matches , and put it under the b ed . ) 

Yessuh . 
Use d e  horseshoe tuh keep hags from worryin ' yuh . Hang ' em  up ovah yore do '  

� ovah yore windah . Somet ime hags comes in yore house thru de windah, dey don ' 
ca.e in at  de do ' .  Well , yo ' put a nail or  hangah somewhere up ovah dat windah 
... hang dat hor seshoe up ovah dere,  an ' call de spir it name an ' t ell ' im dat 
dM!v mean fo ' tuh keep ' im out , an ' he won ' hag yuh. 

[For hags , see pp . l35-1 64 ; for protec t ion against a hag or witch r iding you , 
.ee pp . l4 7-158 ; for horseshoes pro tec t ing you against hags ,  see Nos . 512-514 , 
•• 154 . Bo th a hag coming into the house through a window and hanging a horse
*»e over a window to keep out hags  is rar e .  Also rare is the verb to hag. ] 

Yo ' kin tie nine kno t s  intuh a string . Dat is if yo ' wants  tuh make love . 
1D '  kin put nine knots  in makin ' love . 

Yo ' measure three inches of yore f ingah, yore middle f ingah - three inches 
(joint s ]  of it , de middle f ingah, of de right hand . Den yo ' measures , if it ' s  a 

.a.an, she measures from ' er navel down to de tip end of her b lossom [vulva ] . 
-.a yo ' takes dat string an ' yo ' measure it from yore middle f ingah , den up in
tab heah in yore han ' [demonstrates ] .  

(Right up to the end of the hand , at  the beginning of the wr ist . ) 
Den yo '  takes dat str ing an ' yo ' put nine knots  in it , fold it up an ' put it 

�h a cloth,  an ' yo ' throw it in yore pocket , an ' yo ' put Heazot Cologne on it , 
... [or ] yo ' kin b ind it aroun ' yore waist . An ' yo ' got dat ind iv idual de way 
.. t chew want ' im .  

(Well , how would you measur e them? They would know you were measuring them 
...Udn ' t they ? )  

Yo ' measures yo ' self - ownself . I f  yo ' wanted de woman ,  yo ' d  measure yo ' self . 
Aa' :if she wuz a woman an ' wanted yo ' she ' d  measure her self . AN '  LAK YO ' WUZ 
WDRXJN ' FO ' SOMEBODY ELSE - WUZ DOIN ' DAT JOB FO ' SOMEBODY ELSE [ here I am con
.tdered a professional worker , a doatozo ] , if it wuz a man come tuh yo ' ,  yo ' d  

sure 1 :i.ui. an ' if it wuz a woman, why yo ' d measure her . Yo ' wouldn ' t  measure 
� yo ' self but tell her how tuh do it . 

(After she measures you with that string then what does she do ? )  
After she measure yo ' wit d e  string den she ties nine knots  in it . An '  do se 

Ulle knots she ties three o f  ' em  In de Name of de Fathezo� de Son an ' de Ho ly 
Glast. An ' de othah three she tie ' em  an ' think of ' im  an ' call ' is na.e - de 
IDdividual who she wants .  [ Both of us forget the third 3 knots . ]  An' den when 
8be tie do se knot s  in der e ,  she take de string an ' fold it up tubgetbab an ' put 
1L inside of anothah piece o f  cloth an ' sew it up intuh dere an ' j es ' keep it 
�e . 

She kin take a new piec e  of homespun cloth an ' let ' im  wipe in it an ' den she 
take dat homespun cloth an1 put it in a place dat s tay wet all de tiae. bury it 
..,•hDeat ' chure pump or anywhere where yo ' know it  stay moist or wet all de 
tt.e .  An '  h e  couldn ' t  have a thin ' tuh do wit anothah vu.an acept ' er .  

An '  he wanted ' is natuzoe back . If he wuz a man dat vuz viae enough, he ' d  know 
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where tuh g it it f r om ,  which an ' why ah ' ve did da t mahself . Dere ' s  a woman da t 
took ' er man nature away an ' ah knowed r ight ' zac tly where tuh git it . 

Ah j es '  went tuh de well where da t she had a cup down dere tuh watah de chick
ens an ' she kep ' watah po ' in '  outa de cup - kep ' de cup runnin ' ovah.  An ' ah 
went tuh de well an ' took up de cup an ' digged down in dere an ' got it up mah 
ownself . 

[ This ability to f ind bur ied or hidden obj ec ts causing hoodoo spells is merely 
a par t  of a larger gift c la imed by all daatoPs ; a gift exerc ised in many ways a s  
we have a lr eady met in HOODOO ; vis ion , reading cards , crystal ball , Jaak , etc . ]  

(Well , wha t if you can ' t f ind that , is there anything else you can do to br ing 
your natuPe back? ) 

Yes sir , if yo ' couldn ' t f ind it , yo ' kin take yo ' some camphor an ' HeaPt 
Co logne an ' mix it tuhgethah an ' rub yo ' self down wit it , In de Name of de Fatha� 
de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , yo ' want chure nature back . An ' yo ' ll git it bac k .  

Well , yo ' kin use d a t  in Punnin ' a pePson an ' yo ' kin use it in bringin ' dem 
bac k .  --

(Tell me how i t  would Pun them f irst . )  
De f irst way dat chew use it tuh Pun 'em away , yo ' take de sho ts outa der e ,  

outa d e  shell , an ' if yo ' kin g i t  hold o f  any p iec e of dey garment s ,  take � 
of dey garments an ' put intuh dat shell .  Den yo ' put some graveyard dirt in dere 
wit it . Den yo ' put it in yore gun an ' yo ' shoot it an ' make yo re wish,  an ' yo ' 
kin PUn 1 em away . 

Yo ' kin bring ' em  back wit dat gunpowdah by shoot in '  it . If yo ' wanted ' em  
tuh come back, yo ' wouldn ' t put none o f  dere wear in ' s  intuh d e  gunshell . Yo ' put 
in dere some of de graveyard dir t ,  some table � intuh it , an ' shoot it an ' 
make yore wish,  In de Name of de FatheP� Son an ' Holy Ghost . An ' yo ' ll br ing 
' em  back. 

Yo ' j ack de wagon up where yo ' kin turn de wheel ,  an ' yo ' kin use if a person 
leavin ' or comin ' - yo ' kin br ing it both ways . 

All right , yo ' wanta make ' em  leave , yo ' turn dat wheel de far thah [ farward ] 
way . 

(Forwards - the way the wagon is moving ? )  
Da t ' s  right . An ' yo ' turn it wit chure dOg [ingah - wit one f ingah . 
(Which is the dag [ingeP? ) 

De fingah next to yore big f ingah [ index f inger , the term occurr ing several 
t imes in HOODOO] wit chure lef ' han ' f o ' leavin ' an ' yore r ight han ' f o ' br ingin ' 
' em  back.  D en yo ' turns da t wheel ,  In de Name of de FatheP� de Son an ' de Holy 
Ghost , yo ' mean fo ' ' em  tuh l eave , an ' yo ' turn it de forwards way . Den if yo ' 
want ' em  tuh come back yo ' turns it wit yore right hand an ' turn it backwards tuh 
br ing ' em  back, "In de Name of de FatheP� Son an ' Holy Ghost , ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh 
come back . "  Dat bring ' em  back . 

Yo ' kin use a hammah f o ' tuh stationaPy a woman at hame. Yo ' take two ten
penny nails an ' drive ' em  in de hearth o f  yore hous e an ' drive ' em  in wit de 
hammah ,  In de Name of de FatheP., de Son an ' de Holy Ghost ,  yo ' mean tuh s ta t ion
ary her at home . An ' she ' ll s tay dere tuh home . 

Yo ' kin buy a bran ' -new pocketknif e wit a b lade in each ends of it an ' yo ' kin 
buy yo ' nine l emons , an ' IF YO ' WAN ' A  PERSON TUH GIT CUT TUH DEATH, yo ' kin use 
dat new knif e .  Don ' t use i t  f o ' anythin ' else do but da t . Yo ' take d e  knif e an ' 
cut de l emon . Yo ' cut de l emon roun ' an ' roun ' an ' make yor e wish whut chew want 
tuh happen tuh dem , In de Name of de FatheP� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost . Den yo ' 
take dat knife an ' yo ' s t ick it up somewhere ;  yo ' nevah shet it up an ' put it 
�· Yo ' put it up somewhere where it won ' be seen ,  or moved about by anybody 
until yo ' sit true [ throug� - anyhow workin ' up yore nine l emons . An ' dey shore 
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lit cut tuh death by a pocketknif e .  
(You cut those nine lemons all a t  one time ? )  
Ho suh , day by day [one each day for 9 days ] . 

2089 

Yo ' kin wr ite a person name - if yo ' wan ' a  person tuh move , yo ' kin use a 
c::hicken aig fo ' movin ' . If yo ' wan ' a per son tuh move , yo ' kin wr ite a person 
..-e on do s e  aigs . It may take mo ' den one tuh do it . Anyhow, if one won ' t  do 
�t . j es ' use a couple mo ' tuh git ' em ,  in ordah tuh do it . Den af tah yo ' write 
�t on dere , yo ' t ' row do se aig s on de sunr ise side of dere hous e ,  an ' when yo ' 
t 'row ' em  tells ' em ,  "Ah mean fo ' yo ' tuh move . Pick up yore bed an ' leave heah . 
I11 de Name of de Fathah� SonJ an ' Holy Ghost , ah mean tuh run yo ' ' way from heah." 
AD '  dey ' ll go . In nine days t ime dey ' ll be gone . 

Yo ' kin take chicken feathahs an ' yo ' kin put ' em on de ins ide of anyone ' s  
coat . Jes ' take ·  a hen feathah or a chicken feathah an ' put i t  on de ins ide o f  
de coa t . Yo ' don ' t car e if dey f ind i t  in der e . Af tah dey come ' cro s s  it dey 
can ' t  do nuthin but take it out . If yo ' kin git a chance tuh put it in dere , 
da t ' s  all yo ' want . Den yo ' kin run dose person crazy or yo ' kin make ' em leave 
a town or make ' em  leave from where dey at . 

[ I  for go t to ask for details , but they probab ly were the Three Highest Names 
and wished purpo se . ] 

Dere two thin ' s  dat yo ' git . If a person go t rejeeaes [ ? ]  wit chew - pops or 
etaps [ =  clap = gonorrhea ] - yo '  j es '  take de sweet milk an ' put some alum in an ' 
1 uo int ' em good wit dat . Milk from de black cow . 

(Does it cure anything else ? )  
Yes suh . Well , it ' s  good fo ' a baby when he go t de thrash [ thrush] . Dat ' s  

somep in dat a chile have . Well , it ' s  somepin dat bus ts all in ' is mout ' an ' on 
' is tongue . 

(Well , do you let him dr ink i t  or what ? )  
Yo ' let ' im  dr ink it , dat black cow milk . 
Yo ' goe s  down tuh de grave an ' communicate wit de spir i t . Dat is , yo ' � 

de spir i t  dat ' s  dead an ' call d e  live person name an ' tell de spir it dat is dead 
dat chew want ' im tuh take po ss ess ion o f  de live per son ' s sp irit . An ' if yo ' 
van ' a ,  yo ' kin dig a hole in da t grave dat chew at an ' git chew nine han ' fulla 
dat dirt an ' pay fo ' i t  an ' br ing i t  tuh yor e  house an ' yo ' kin use dat d ir t  fo ' 
anywhere dat chew wan ' a  command de [ to ]  do wi t dese spirit . 

Yo ' kin take a mockin ' b ird aigs an ' if a man an ' ' is wife or family livin ' in 
dis house ,  yo ' kin br ing dose aigs in dere an ' yo ' kin bus t eithah one of ' em  in 
ary [ any ] cornah of dat house , In de Name of de Father� Son an ' Ho ly Ghost , an ' 
' im an ' ' is wif e will nevah g i t  along in dat house . Dat ' s  tuh break peace be
tween ' em .  Or eithah , yo ' kin carry ' em  on a j ob wher e a man workin ' at , an ' if 
it de bossman or if ' e ' s  a ovahs eah an ' yo ' wanta run ' im ' way from der e ,  yo ' 
break dose aigs roun ' dere , In de Name of de Father� SOn an ' de Ho ly Ghost, an '  
yo ' kin run 1 im away from dere . He ' ll leave his j ob . He ' s  ovahseah d ere. yo ' 
see , an ' yo ' wanta g i t  rid o f  dat ovahseah . 

Yo ' kin take a dog hair an ' cut it o f f  an ' take it an ' put some castor oil 
in dat hair . Den yo ' let it soak fo ' twenty-fo ' hours an ' af tah it soak fo 1 
twenty-fo ' hours , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' put it in a piec e  o f  clo t ' [ cloth] or 
aomp in an ' yo ' t ie i t  roun ' dat dog an ' let ' im  weah i t  fo 1 nine daJ!· DeD aftah 
he weahs it fo ' nine days , yo ' take i t  offa ' im an 1 anywher e dat cbe. ... � 'raaae 
[arrange ]  a thin ' , if it ' s  tuh hurt a person , or eithah if yo ' waut it � cuz a 

.an tuh leave his wife or wanta woman tuh leave her husban ' ,  yo ' Ida 1Riry �t 
UDdahneat ' de do ' s teps an ' use de word , Of de Father� [SOn an '] 10� �.t. an '  
dey ' ll par t - dey ' ll leave one ano thah . 

(You mean that is to separate a man and his wife ? )  
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Yessuh . 
Yo ' kin take a [ b lack ] cat an ' yo ' kin b ile ' im an ' take his bones . Take ' em 

down tuh de runnin ' watah an '  t ' row ' em in der e ,  an ' de one da t go es ups tream , 
dat ' s  d e  one yo ' want . Yo ' take dat an ' den yo ' br ing i t  back an ' yo ' weahs it 
in yore pocket . An' yo ' talks to dat bone . An ' anythin ' dat chew wanta do or 
work t ' rough , yo ' talks tuh dat bone an ' it ' ll put chew t ' rough . An ' yo ' tote 
dis wit chew evahwhere yo ' go . 

Well , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' makes a powdahs out it - outa dat hor se hoo f  undah
neat ' ' is f eet . Well , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put sulphuh wit it an ' r ed peppah an ' 
tab le salt an' yo ' mix it tuhgethah . An ' anywher e da t chew wanta use in de home , 
o r  yo ' kin us e it o n  a j ob , or anywhere tuh break peace or distur b in '  b etween dem, 
dat ' ll bring it . 

Yo ' kin take quicks ilvah [ t in foil]  an ' yo ' kin make a band o f  it - out of d e  
quicksilvah . Den if yo ' tryin ' tuh git away an ' d idn ' t  want nob ody tuh shoo t 
� - if de laws or anythin ' wuz shoo t in '  af tah yo ' ,  yo 1 take dat quicksilvah 
an ' yo ' make a band out o f  it intuh ano thah clo th , an ' yo ' put sulphuh in b etween 
in undah de quicksilvah in de clo th .  Make a band out of it an ' put it aroun ' 
yore wais ' an' if yo ' runnin ' away or g i t t in ' away , or if yo ' think anybody ' s  
shoo tin '  a t  chew or anythin ' like dat , dey ' ll nevah hit chew. Dey kin shoo t all 
dey want , dey ' ll miss evah ' ball dey t ' row at chew .  

(This silver paper , you mean that comes around tobacco . )  
Yo ' kin take dat snail an ' b ile ' em ,  an ' if i t  any way dat chew kin git ' em 

tuh put some o f  dat snail-watah intuh dey food or wa tah dat d ey go t ' a  dr ink [ i f 
you can no t  do that ] why yo ' kin spr inkle de watah where dat dey got ' a  walk or 
lay out , an ' dey come tuh b e  s lowful mo s '  as de snail wuz , too s lowfu l fo ' any 
good tuh ' em . 

[ For s fmilar and more complicated b elief s about snails and slo thfulness , see 
2 305- 2306 ,  p . 648f . ]  

Yo ' puts it intuh a piece o f  flannen . De lodestone , j es '  put it intuh a piec e  
o f  f lannen an ' yo ' put s Heart Co logne on it an ' de least b it chur e ahamber lye , 
an ' totes i t  in yor e  pocket . Dat ' ll do de work fo ' yo ' .  Well , if yo ' want s  tuh 
make frien ' s  wit a woman , yo ' take yore lodestone an ' af tah dampenin ' wit yore 
ahambe.r lye an ' de co logne , an ' yo ' rub yor e  han ' ovah d e  colo gne , er ovah de 
lodestone , den yo ' put chure han ' on de woman an ' yo ' kin bow ' er yore way . 
She ' ll do anyvay yo ' wan ' ' er tuh do . An ' dey frien ' s .  

Well , yo ' ki ll  a dog an ' cut ' is livah out , an ' if yo ' kin g i t  some of it f ix
ed fo ' a man or a woman tuh eat or dr ink it , it will cuz dem tuh s t ick tuhgethah . 
D ey have connect ion an ' dere dey are .  

(How do they get them apar t ? ) 
Yo ' give ' em  sulphuh an ' castor o il tuh dr ink . Take some sulphuh an ' mix it 

in d e  castor o il an ' let ' em dr ink it . 
Make a man have a accid ents on ' is [ railroad ] engine . Well , if yo ' kin git 

holt o f  ' is [ foo t ]  track , yo ' mix some salt an ' peppah wit it , an ' yo ' carry it 
down dere an ' sprinkle i t  on d e  engine an ' make yor e wish , In de Name of de Fa
ther� de Son an ' de Ho ly Gho s t , an ' somp in will happen tuh ' em  den on dat engine . 
He ' ll be  gain ' or comin ' an ' somp in will happen tuh ' em . 

Yo ' goe s  tuh d e  graveyard an ' let it be a person dat chew know do [ though] an ' 
he knows yo ' .  Yo ' go out dere tuh ' im  an ' yo ' call ' im an ' tell ' im  whut chew 
wan ' ' im  tuh do , dat chew want ' im  tuh go wid j ew an ' he ' p  yo ' tuh f in '  dis  moneb 
an 1 tell ' im ,  11Now ah wan ' chew tuh take po sse s sion of mah mind . 11 Now, yo ' don 1  
know wher e de money is , yo ' see , but de sp ir i t s  do knows wher e it ' s  at . Yo 1 tell 
' im dat yo ' want ' im tuh take po ssession of yore min ' dere , an ' yo 1 [ have in] de 

min ' de idea where tuh go at , an ' he ' ll lead yo ' ,  yo ' see . Den yo ' pays ' im befo ' 
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;ro ' leave de grave . Yo ' g ive ' im  de sum of 3 9 ¢ .  Yo ' d ig a hole aa• bury 1.� in 
de grave . An ' den yo ' gits r ight [ up ]  an ' go ahead on out [ the graveyard] an • 
j es ' wheresomevah - if yo ' know where de money at , yo ' kin go on vbere ,a • kaaw 
i.t at an ' axe de spir it tuh he ' p  yo ' tuh git it . An ' he ' ll take control of de 
otbah spir it [ guarding the treasur e ]  an ' yo ' kin g i t  it . An ' if yo ' don 1 kDov 
vber e  it at , why dis  spiri t  da t chew bought , he ' ll control yore min ' an1 gi.ve 
yo' a min ' where dere ' s  gold , an ' yo ' ll f ind i t . 

(Well , how do you get that stuff out of the ground ? Do you dig it r ight up? )  
Suh? Well , yo ' f in ' , yo ' takes a f ifty cent af tah yo ' fin ' direc tly where de 

.aney at , yo ' takes d e  f ifty cent [ silver quar ter ] an ' lay i t  in de centah- of 
vbere yo ' think de money at . Yo ' lay dat fifty cent in dere an ' call de spirit 
an '  tell ' �  da t chew kin have dis - de sp irit who da t d id it , de per son dat wuz 
li.vin ' an ' did bury de money , Yo ' tell ' im  da t he kin have da t f ifty cent s . Yo ' 
pve ' im da t fif ty cent s of yores ,  In de Name of de Father� de Son an ' de Ho ly 
Gnost .  Yo ' give ' im da t an ' den yo ' go tuh work fo ' yore money , an ' yo ' ll have 
no trouble on dat - yo ' kin git  ' im.  

Yo ' kin take yore guitah box [ guitar ] an ' go down tuh de crossroad s ,  let it be 
on a Sunday mawnin ' do [ though] , fo ' f ive Sunday mawnin ' s . An ' af tah de five 
Sunday mawnin ' s ,  de f ir s t  five Sunday mawnin ' s ,  de devil will come tuh yo ' , an ' 
he' ll axe [ a sk] yo ' which would yo ' ruthahs [ ra ther have ] God or de devil . If 
,a ' say d e  devil , dat ' s  okay . Yo ' kin go ahead on wit yore box , an ' yo ' kin 
[learn to play it ] . 

[ Similar account s of selling oneself to the devil will be found on pp . 9 7-lll . ] 

ROOTWORKER FROM FLORENCE 

IF YO ' WANTS TUH BE LUCKY OR EITHAH 
IF SOMEBODY ' S TRY IN ' • • •  TUH KEEP YO ' FROM BEIN ' LUCKY 

YO ' TIES NINE KNOTS IN A STRING AN ' 
YO ' GITS ONE OF YORE BEST PRIEN 'S TUH UNTIE DEM KNOTS 

AN ' HE UNTIES DEM KNOTS FO ' YO ' 
YO ' SWINGS [HANG ]  'EM UP ANYWHERE IN DE HOUSE 

DAT CAUSE [ YOU ] TUH BE LUCKY 

IF A PERSON WRErES YO ' A LETTAH AN ' "DRESSES" DAT LETTAH FO ' YO ' • • •  
NINE DAYS AFTAH YO ' GIT DAT� WELL YO 'LL COME TUH BE AILIN ' 

YO 'RE MIN 'LESS • • •  YO ' AIN 'T PACIFIED NO WAY - JES ' GWINE ALL DE TIME • • •  
SOMEBODY WILL COME ALONG DEN • • •  SAYS� "GOT 'A BE SOMPIN DONE TUH 'IM" • • •  
DEY ' LL RAKE UP AS MUCH CHICKEN DIRT AS YO ' KIN HOL ' IN YORE HA N ' • • • 

OUTA DE "HEN CORNAH" • • •  PUT IT IN A POT • • •  MAKES A TEA • • •  
SWEETENS IT WIT • • •  SUGAR • • •  LET 'IM DRINK DAT 

DAT CONKAHS 'IS MIN ' BACK • • •  DAT KILLS IT [LETTER ] DEAD • • •  
IT WILL CUZ [CAUSE] YORE MIN ' TUH COME COMPETENT 

FLORENCE ,  SOUTH CAROLINA 

[Af t er informant 1330  lef t the interviewing room , I speak about � to the 
recording machine : This fe l low to ld me some lies� so check up on � carefU ZZy. 
I am merely telling myself - no t future readers , if I would ever have any - to 
check up on him. Specifically , had his imagina t ion occasioDally ezceeded the 
rf.&hts of any pro fessional roo tworker and doctor , to state what he would do under 
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the circumstances , though he had never had the experience my question presupposed.  
That I might b e  a lit tle doubtful about a f ew of his rites have already been indi
cated by my quest ion during the but terfly-root rite : He doesn 't eat the pins 
though? The reader will remember that I was onc e  doubtfu l  about the informant 
who gave us " IT ' S  KIND OF A MYSTERY" - see introductory comment on p . l930 . BEFORE 
I COULD SAY ANYTHING ELSE TO THE TELED IPHONE , MY CONTACT MAN EDWARD BUFFORD EN
TERED TO EXPLAIN HOW OUR INFORMANT OUTWITTED THE POSTAL LAWS BY SEND ING HIS HOODOO 
PRODUCTS THROUGH THE MAIL , AND THEN INSTRUCT IONS FOR ITS USE A FEW DAYS LATER . 
Informant ' s  statements about the 2 needles crossed and float ing in a saucer of 
water , and the 9 matches stood heads pp disappearing after 9 days i these beliefs 
show the gullibility necessary to become a doatoP. His middle bone from a dead 
person is the indestPuatible bone or evePZasting bone , an obj ect rare in American 
folklore . And f inally , in spite of several hundred knot rites in HOODOO , he 
offers us a simple but unusual tying-and-untying-9-knot s  rite - see f irst title
page quotation . This latter rite I believe is based upon the many wart  cures by 
kno t s  in folk medicine - see FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  Nos . 6915-6973 , pp . 3 20-3 23 . The ma
terial for this interview appears on cylinders C702 : 3-C708 : 1  = 2 283-228 9 . ] 

Ah wanta give it plain tuh yo ' - j es '  lak if yo ' love a woman an ' somebody ' s  
tryin ' tuh break yo ' all up , yo ' see . Well , yo ' see , yo ' makes a knot an ' - � 
love knot yo ' know, each one pull . Well , dat ties de love between yo ' an ' ' er ,  
an ' de othah man can ' t untie it . 

(You t ie these four knots  into one . ) 
Yes , dat ' s  right , intuh a han ' cheff . 
(Do you do anything to the handkerchief f irst - anything? )  
No sir , nuthin but j es '  de han ' cheff . 
(Take it out o f  your pocket and j ust t ie it any way? ) 
Jes ' tie dat knot . 
An ' den yo ' come behin ' de knot an ' says - now yo '  got enemies .  Well , yo ' kin 

take - dis de way ah ' ll t ell yo ' .  Ketch it dis way an ' ah ' ll make it shor t .  Yo ' 
take nine pins an ' a red onion . Yo ' takes yo ' three ounces o f  sulphur . Yo ' 
undahstan ' me? Listen good . An ' yo ' sticks dem nine pins in dat onion an ' yo ' 
punch dat sulphur in dat onion wit a pocketknife - a sharp clean pocketknife .  
Yo ' take dat onion den an ' yo ' carries i t  home an ' yo ' put it undah de left cor
nab of yore do ' step .  Den yore enemies bPeaks fPen 's wit yo ' ,  departs  away from 
yo ' .  Oat ' s  right , keeps yo ' enemies slam a�y fPom yo ' .  

D e  f irs ' thin ' yo ' go t ta d o  tuh d i s  person , yo ' g o  tuh d i s  person house an ' 
picks a conversat ion wit ' im .  When dey rans off from de house wit dere back tuh 
yo ' ,  yo ' p icks up ' is lef ' -foot track out de hallah an ' t ies it up in de clean 
white cornah o f  a pocket han ' cheff ,  in de lef ' cornah.  Yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' 
goes tuh de graveyard an ' drops three cent s ,  yo ' undahstan ' me , in de grave . 
Digs dat fur down in de grave at de centah, as near as yo ' kin git tuh de dead 
person , an ' yo 1 gits up j es '  about as  much dirt as  yo ' kin pick up dere an ' put 
it in dat han ' cheff . Yo ' takes dat an ' mix it up tuhgethah wit de track an ' all . 
Yo ' brings it back home ag ' in an ' yo ' gits two ounces o f  sulphur out de chimley 
an ' yo ' puts  dat in it . Takes it an ' buries it intuh de no ' th cornah of de step& 
An ' evah time she walks ovah dat she ' comes conkahed . 

(You do that  to conquer the woman? ) 
Or a man,  eithah one . Jes ' lak somebody tryin ' tuh huPt chew, sompin othah,  

dat conkahs ' em .  
Yo ' takes yo ' two aigs  an ' yo ' marks east , an ' yo ' marks !!!!• south an ' no ' th 

on dat aig , an ' den writes dey name r ight in de center of it . [The 4 directions 
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on the 4 sides of  the egg and the name on top of the egg cr eates a �uaz . ]  
.Jes ' whoevah name yo ' write it r ight in dere . Yo ' walks tuh de haDae wbere dey 
lttays at an ' yo ' thrQws it backwards ovah yore left shouldah an '  clou' t look back 
an' walk on off . It 1fall up on de house an ' bus ' es [ busts = bursts] . dey dis
appeah - d ey moves ou1t de house, clean away from roun 1 dere . 

(What do you mean by marking east and west and north and southt ) 
Well , yo ' see , yo ' mark d e  cornah o f  de aig - yo ' take de a·,ig an ' yo ' .ark on 

clat aig an ' say , yo 41 marks east .  Well , dat ' s  fo ' ' em  tuh go east . Yo ' .. rk vea� 
clat ' s  fo ' ' em  tuh go., west . Say , if yo ' want ' em  tuh go no ' th ,  yo ' mark it uo ' th
ward . Jes ' eithah way yo ' mark it an ' yo ' wishes in yore mind fo ' dem tuh so . 
� dey got ' a  go dataway . An ' yo ' walks backwards .  

(Well , do you make four marks on the egg or  j ust one mark? ) 
Fo ' marks . 
(Here ' s  your egg - here ' s  the length o f  the egg . You make a mark ther e ,  and 

a .ark ther e ,  and a m�rk ther e ,  and a mark there? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight - fo ' ways . An ' den wr ite dere  name r ight dead in de centah . 
[ In o ther wo rds , the preceding des ign is a quincunx ; but not a square ,  a dia

.aud-shaped one (actually a p·yramid ) - the name in the center being the f if th or 
center point . See mar'gin title QUINCUNX , p .  7 1 0 . ] 

Yo ' come in dis way , j es '  lak yo ' got a case in co ' t ,  an ' yo '  in j ail an ' yo '  
aants de case throwed away . Yo ' goes in de woods an ' yo ' gits  a bush . I t ' s � 
bash dey calls - LOOK AT ME AN ' AH WILL SHOW YO ' .  I t ' s  a bush j es '  about dat 
high called mu�kZe [ demonstrates ] .  

(Myrtle - about three feet high? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . An ' de roo ts is roun ' j es '  lak yore f ingah , thumb , an ' it ' s  red . 

It ' s  roun ' dataway an ' den it ' s  linked off . 
(There are links in it - j o ints . )  
Yo ' take yo ' ' bout five er six o f  dose [ links or j o ints ] an ' yo ' takes an ' 

bring s it home an ' yo ' boil it till it turns white . 
(That red root will turn white? ) 
Turn white .  An ' af tah it comes white , yo ' take hit d en an ' goes tuh de grave

� an ' git chew as much dir t  as yo ' kin go down intuh de groun ' tuh yore elbow 
an ' git . Puts dat tuh it . Goes tuh de jai Lhouse an ' ast  de j ailah kin he [ pris
oner ] talk wit yo ' .  He says , "Yeah . " When yo ' walks in de do ' an ' pass  by de 
jailah, yo ' sift it along , j es '  enough yo ' know he can ' t see it but yo ' know it  
done . 

(Well , what are you sifting ? You can ' t sift that  water . )  
No ,  dere ain ' t no watah in der e ,  dat j es '  dry stuff . Dat ' s  tuh make de man 

turn yo ' out . 
(Wait a minute ! You boil this myrtle in water . )  
Yo ' boil it but chew takes it out an ' gits it dry . Yeah . [And powder aa.e of 

it . ]  Well , yo ' sift it along . Well , dat j ailah comes behin ' yo '  an ' be walks iD 
dere . Dat ' s  conkahin ' ' is min ' , his min ' comin ' tuh yore min ' . An ' yo ' aoea oa 
;p-tuh de j ail do ' ,  de cell do ' ,  where he is an ' yo ' do ' s  [ no t  does] de aa.e all 
de way roun ' an ' he walkin ' all in it . 

Well , yo ' give it [ a  piece o f  the roo t ]  tuh d e  party dat ' s  in j ail. j .. ' lak 
he would give it tuh yo ' .  Ah tell yo ' [ pr isoner ] whut tuh do . Vell. ah've talk
ed wit yo ' .  When ah leave dere,  yo '  put dat root in yore mouth an' � �  iD 
dere . Evah t ime he come up , yo ' talk wit ' im  an ' keeps it  dere . l"ia'ly. wbml 
co 1 t come , de case throwed away . De j udge say , "We throw dis caae ey - !!!. 
hones t person. " Turns yo ' away , say , "Go on home . "  

De ' tryin ' tuh poison yo ' ,  an ' yo ' goes an ' yo ' git chew - dla ap oat iD de 
woods whut dey ' call d e  Sampson snakeroot . Yo ' brings it bc.a -· pea tub de 
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sunny s ide of a oak tr ee an ' yo ' gits yo ' as much as three pieces of bark off it , 
down to de skin - yo ' know dis skin ins ide de bark . Yo ' takes dat home an ' yo ' 
goes in d e  woods d en an ' yo ' g i t  chew a bunch of murkle [myr tle ] roo t an ' put s  
dat a l l  tuhgethah . Yo ' s i t s  down an ' yo ' takes yore knife an ' yo ' cut s i t  all up 
good - f ine tuhgethah an ' makes a powdah out of it . Well , when yo ' gits  a powdahs 
out of it , yo ' gits yo ' a pint of likkah an ' yo ' put s  it in d ere , an ' shakes it up 
an ' set it down an '  let it thaw [ dis solve ] good . An ' when yo ' pick it up yo ' 
can ' t see nuthin but de likkah . Well , if it ' s  a frien ' of  mine dat ah ' m  af tah , 
ah ' ll carry it tuh yo ' [ the fr iend ] an ' give i t  tuh yo ' ,  an ' say , "Oh , have a 
drink . "  Ah may have had some - ah ' 11 drink dat mahself but dat ain ' t it . Ah ' 11 
hand yo ' dat an ' yo ' ll drink da t ,  see . Ah ' ve got chew poisoned tuh death .  Well . 

(Poisoned in what way?  What will tha t  do to them , just kill them ? )  
Well , it ' ll kill ' em  i f  somebody don ' t come tuh work an ' kill i t . 
[ In preceding r i t e  informant gives a cure for or a pro t ec t ive tonic against 

hoodoo poison , desp ite his "Ah ' ve go t chew poisoned tuh dea th . "  First , note that 
he uses 3 ingredients : Sampson snakeroo t ,  oak bark , and myr tle - if  that is the 
proper ident ifica tion of murk le . This snakeroot is a well-known remedy for con
j urat ion , see margin t itle , p . 48 1 ;  red oak bark is used for var ious a ilment s ,  

· 140 2 ,  p . 46 2 ,  and 144 2-1443 ,  p . 4 7 0 ;  but murk le or myr tle I d o  not recall a t  the 
moment . Yet , if th is r ed murk le root turns white with boiling , as  we just saw 
in the jai lhouse procedur e ,  its symbolism would sugges t good rather than evil . 
Finally, we must remember , any rite or ingredient can b e  used for the opposite 
purpose - intention is everything . Informant now g ives his own solution for the 
preced ing case of poison. ] 

An ' camin ' long now - da t ' s  ano thah story . Comin ' behin ' dat now - yo ' poi
soned. Ah ' ll come ' ong d en an ' take a shoe sole an ' burn it in d e  f ire t ill it  
come to a cr isp . Beat it up an ' pound i t  up . Goes tuh d e  graveyard an ' ah gits 
me one ounce of graveyard dir t  an ' put s  it in d er e  an ' stir s  it up . Put s j es '  
about a swallah of wa tah in i t  an ' s t ir s i t  up an ' makes yo ' dr ink it . Dat kills 
dat - kill it dead . Kill d e  poison dead . He heaves it back up on de groun ' . 

Anybody ' s  got a live thin ' in ' em  lak a snake , ketches yo ' a frog - one dese 
j umpin '  frogs . Yo ' splits ' em wide open ' live an ' lays ' em  right chere on yore 
chest - fasten ' em  dere so he ' ll stay der e ,  an ' he stay dere fo ' so many hour s . 
When yo ' takes ' fm  off , he ' s  j es '  as  green a s  any gra s s  yo ' evah saw . Yo ' goes 
tuh work den aftah yo ' take him off an ' put ' im aside . Yo ' goes in de woods d en 
an ' yo ' hunt s  yo ' a snail - dat ' s a little white thin ' [ shell ] yo '  know ha s a 
hole in it . Yo ' git dat an ' it ' s  already dry . Yo ' bea t  it up f ine - powdah it 
up good . An' yo ' goes tuh d e  drug s to ' an ' yo ' git chew one ounce of alkyhol 
[ a lcoho l ]  an ' put s  wit it . Give ' em  f o ' a do se kinda lak a pill . He drinks dat 
an ' dat thin ' pa sses out through ' em . 

(That will kill as  the live things in him? ) 
Kill all de germs inside him - d ey pas s  out . 
Well , now j es '  lak yo ' say yo ' wants tuh b e  somp in or yo ' wanta do sompin . Yo ' 

goes tuh d e  f o ' ks of d e  road at  twelve a ' clock in de night , an ' yo ' g ive yo ' whole 
soul , body , up tuh de devil . Yo ' sets r ight in de fo ' k  regardle s s  o f  who come 
' long or who don ' t come , -yo • sits r ight der e .  At twelve a ' clock evil spir i t s  
will come tuh yo ' an ' d ey t ell yo ' whut tuh do . Well , yo ' gits up an ' yo ' takes 
dat dime [ wha t dime ? ] an ' yo ' goes home . Yo ' goes in de wood s an ' whut de sp irit 
t ell yo ' ,  y o '  gits  it an ' f ixes it up . Dat ' s  tuh hu�t people or unhurt people . 
Or ei thah run yore enemy , if yo ' go t a enemy - tuh run ' em  ' way from yo ' .  Dat ' s  
whut dat f o ' - da t ' s  whut de cro s sroad does . 

If a p er son goes tuh d e  cro ssroads - ano thah s tory - tuh break up yore home , 
j es '  lak break yo ' an ' yore wif e up . Yo ' goes undah de eve [ eaves ] of d ey hou s e ,  
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ie per son whut ' s  do in ' dis . Yo ' goes undah de eve o f  dere house, au' yo ' s�ts 
yo ' a snuffbox o f  dirt r ight out from undah de centah o f  dey house. An '  yo ' 
takes it tuh d e  graveyard an ' po ' s  it in d e  grave , an ' den take so.e back out 
� ·  carry it to dey do ' s tep an ' lay it up on dey do ' s t ep an ' dey picks �t ap 
(by walking in i t ] . An ' when dey picks it up , dere comes tuh ' em  a pain au' dey 
will leave from yor e  home . 

(You get this dirt from under the eaves of their house? ) 
Yes , r ight in de centah of yore house . 
(In the center o f  the eaves of their house . )  
[Whether CENTER-OF-THE-EAVES DIRT or C ENTER-UNDER-THE-HOUSE D IRT , this dirt is 

rare . 1 
Well , in breakin ' up a home a person will come tuh yore house an ' dey ' ll git 

three snails - little white thing ah wuz j es '  t ellin ' yo ' ' bout j es '  while ago . 
(They are empty shells aren ' t they? ) 
No , dat ' s  de shell , but dey gits de snail out de shell - he ' s  live . Dey git 

three snails an ' dey take dem three snails an ' dey ' ll go tuh work . An ' dere ' s  
a l i t tle sompin on de ground dat grows roun ' - do se kin ' yo ' know lak a b iscuit . 
Dey called de devi l 's snuff. Yo ' takes dat an ' put s  it wit · dat  sna il , an ' yo ' 
carry it tuh yor e  home an ' yo ' throw i t  down in de no ' th cornah o f  yore house . 
Dat breaks up d e  home an ' yo ' an ' yore wife j es '  par t s . Long as dat snail 
crawls - he crawls from dat cornah to de do ' ,  an ' crawls on out de do ' on de 
groun ' , yore wife part s  r ight on out behin ' dem . 

(Tha t white thing - you mean , some people call them toadstoo ls , [ toad ] para
sol ? )  

Yeah , de devi l 's  snuff i t  got a lit tle skin ovah i t . An '  it go t a lit tle stem 
on i t  ' bout dat long an ' yo ' take an ' break dat little stem off , an ' den yo ' bust 
dst skin an ' dere ' s  powdah - look lak powdahs in i t , look lak brown snuff . 

(Mushrooms ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
[A typed comment by my transcriber follows : ]  
(Don ' t  believe he means the toadstool - probably means the little puffballs o f  

brown dust found i n  certain conditions and par t s  o f  the f o r e s t  near damp-dry tree 
roo t s , b eds of leaves ,  etc . They have a skin covering . )  

[ I used the word toadstoo l because f ew ,  if any o f  my informants ever used the 
word mushroom. The second t ime I try mushrooms on him and he answers Dat 's righ� 
Did he know or was he agreeing with me? Tha t I knew the devil ' s-snuffbox b efore 
1935 , b efore the material o f  HOODOO , i s  shown by the following : "A devil ' s-snuff
box is po i sonous . As children we took great delight in squeez ing a devil ' s-snuff
box to see the brown powder f ly out . There was always something mysterious aDd 
intr iguing about these balls , perhaps b ecause adult s  told us the brown powder vas 
.. deathly po i son , "  and if any of i t  go t up our noses , we would die . We bad DD 
idea that these devil ' s-snuffboxes were only dried or ma ture puffballs ,  aDd the 
brown powder mer ely ripe spores . "  (FAC I , 1st  ed . ,  88 7 ,  p . 3 6 ;  but eliminated fro. 
2Dd ed . ) . ] 

If a person is gone from home , well , say he ' s  gone s ix months , seven .anths , 
an '  if yo ' happen tuh go t a pair of ' is pants roun ' dere or a pair of · �· � 
weah, o r  ' i s hat ,  anythin ' .  Dere ' s  a li ' le seam , yo ' know , a li ' le baw in de 
back of ' i s ha t .  Yo ' take da t li ' le bow out an ' yo ' take i t  tuh de IE'891!Jilrd 
an' , yo ' bury it in a grave an ' yo ' says [ to the bow] , " Babe, cc.e tala - · "  
[ to the graveyard d ir t ] , j es '  draw ' im back home . Yo ' takes up a baDdful den 
an '  puts i t  tuhgethah [with bow] . Comes back home den an' s�t c� oae �e of 
table salt an ' put s  in der e , an ' d e  do ' da t he went out , JD 1  pats �t ap, r�ht 
up ovah dat do ' an ' nobody can ' t  s tay [ away ] . In nine days he' ll c:.c.e back . 
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Yo ' kin take a per son ' s  ahamber Zye an ' yo ' g i t s  graveyard d ir t  an ' put s in 
dat . Yo ' takes an ' put s  it in a guar t bo t tle an ' s tops it up wit a cork stoppah 
t ight . Yo ' bur ies it three foo t in d e  d ir t  right where she ' ll walk ovah it , an ' 
she ' ll come tuh where she can ' t make watah - dat kills ' er .  

Well , yo ' take in lockin ' a person ' s  bowels ,  yo ' goe s  in de woods an ' dere ' s  
a roo t  it grows j es '  about da t b ig called d e  rat tlesnake mastah . Yo ' gits dat 
an ' yo ' take an ' br ing da t home an ' yo ' chip s it up .an ' put s  it in one p int of 
whiskey , an ' let it stay dere t ill i t  come dissolved - it j es '  goe s  away tuh 
nuthin . Yo ' carry it tuh yor e  hous e  an ' yo ' say , "Lookit heah , yo ' wan ' a  drank? " 

Say , "Yes . "  She dr inks . 
Yo ' give her one dr ink of dat . An ' fo ' days af tah she dr ink i t , her bowels is 

lo cked tight as wax . 
Take de photograph an ' take i t  tuh de no ' th-east an ' yo ' tack it up ' side of a 

tree . Yo ' makes d e  top wit de length of yore haid - dis high , say s ix foo t or 
seven foot . Yo ' take yore han ' an ' carry it r ight ovah yore ha id an ' measure it 
tuh de top of de tree an ' yo ' s tandin ' right up . Turn r ight roun ' an ' yo ' takes 
it an ' yo ' turn dat face [ o f  the pho tograph] d e  way da t chew want ' em  tuh go , an ' 
yo ' nail it up dere . Pu t nine na ils in dere . An ' nine mawnin ' s  yo ' go back dere 
an ' put de tenth nail in dere , an ' dey goes away j es '  lak de wind blows a shadah 
daid , j es '  dies away , withahs away . 

[The preceding word shadah is no t the normal word shadow; the wind being un
able to blow a shadow . Shaaah = shadders = shatters (a p lural of normal word 
shatter) a word in southern U . S . A . , meaning fallen p ine leaves o r  needles - see 
7 23 , p . 24 0 . ] 

(You don ' t put tho se nine nails all in at  once? ) 
No ,  one each day . Inside of dem nine days yo ' put dem ten-penny na ils . Jes ' 

lak yo ' go up dere de f ir s t  day yo '  put one nail right in de centah , r ight in de 
centah of ' er hear t .  D e  nex ' day yo ' go back dere yo ' put one o n  de cornah . D e  
nex ' day yo ' go back an ' yo ' put ano thah one on d e  othah co rnah . Go back de nex ' 
day on anothah cornah,  an ' yo ' come tuh de ninth day an ' puts  it [ t enth nail] 
neah de centah where de f irs ' one . De tenth day yo ' puts  it ovah on de o thah 
s ide . [ I  doubt this tenth day . The pho tograph is nailed to the tree . The f ir s t  
day you return you dr ive the f ir s t  nail of 9 nails , which is the second nail . ] 
An ' nine days af tah yo ' do dat she ' s  disappear ed away from de world . 

Take a man' s stockin ' an ' go tuh de graveyard - g it graveyard d ir t  an ' put in 
it . Come back an ' take an ' bury it undah de ea s t  cornah of de steps . Let ' im  
walks ovah it , an ' h e  come tuh b e  painful . H e  g it s  down tuh where h e  j es '  can ' t 
he ' p  ' isself no me '  den a newborn bab e ,  j es '  withahs away , an ' long as i t  stays 
dere . An ' fifteen days af tah yo ' put i t  der e ,  he comes tuh be a corpse . 

Somebody come behin ' ' im  an ' say , "Well , he ' s  'hurt. " Well , he goes tuh work 
[ author interrupt s ] . 

(If  anybody is hurt tha t  way? )  • 
Yeah , goe s  tuh work an ' goe s  in d e  woods an ' he g i t s  whut chew call d e  but t er-

fly roo t . I t ' s  a weed , it grows about da t high an ' has a yellow top tuh it . Git 
it , dat ball , about one ball about da t b ig ,  an ' br ings it home . Yo ' take an ' g it 
chew one ounce of salt tuh mix wit it . Yo ' st icks yo ' t en pins in it , in dat 
ball [what ball? ] an ' yo ' give it tuh ' im, an ' t ell 'im tuh b it e  a lit tle p iec e 
off evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s . Dat kills dat . Da t grows in d e  woods . He 
comes tuh b e  a healthy fine man .  

(That will kill that thing wher e  h e  is hurt in h i s  foo t ?  This fellow j ust  
eats o f f  of that dry ball? That but t erfly roo t ?  He doe sn ' t eat the pins thougW) 

Yeah , evah mawnin ' he b ites j es '  a little pinch o f f . No , he don ' eat de p ins 
b ecuz de p ins b e ' s  on de side , an ' he turns it ovah where dey a in ' t de p ins an ' 
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j ea '  eats. Dat cures 'im. 
If yo' got enemies an' bad 'sturbments [ =  disturbment = disturbaDce) in yore 

baae ,  evah time yo' turn roun' dere's a reg'lah 'sturbment - fusain' an• rovin' 
wit one anothah. An' yo' wants tuh git rid of 'em. Yo' takes yo' a rotten ai& 
an' yo' bo's a hole in de end of it an' yo' goes tuh dey house an ' walk back
-.rds, an' say, "Go, yo' hell on [ he l lion? or he ll  on whee ls? ] ,  son-of-bitch."  
AD *  yo' throw it backwards ovah yore shouldah an' hit bust, right in fr ont of de 
4o ' . An' nine days aftah hit done, dey moves away from roun' dere - clean away . 
mDD' t  gits roun' dere no mo' - clean away. 

Her man is 'sleep an' she wants tuh slip out. She take de closest garment 
.ez '  tuh 'er, if it's 'er bloomahs, she spreads it ovah his face an' j es' say it 
pats 'im dead asleep - sleep away. See, she goes on where she wanta go an' stays 
Mlf de night. 

· 

Well, j es' lak if a person writes yo' a lettah an' dresses dat lettah fo' yo' . 
w.ll, when yo' gits dat lettah it's dressed, but chew don' know it. Dey has a 
perfume in it an' yo' gits de piaen [ hoodoo poison] off it [ the dressing ] . It 
..ells awful good [ because of the perfume], yo' know. Well, dey put it in dat 
1ettah. Dat'·s droessed, but it 'taint [ noticed]. Well den, nine days aftah yo' 
lit dat, well yo'll come tuh be ailin'. Yo're min'less an' it jes' look lak yo' 
ain' t pacified no way - yo' j es' gwine all de time. Well, somebody will come 
along den - see, yo' goin' be's all tore tuh pieces - says, "Got'a be sompin done 
bib. [for] 'im." 

Dey'll go tuh work den an' dey'll go tuh de chicken house, an' dey'll rake up 
.. .uch chicken dirt as yo' kin hol' in yore han' dataway outa de hen aoronah.  
Ja '  take it an' brings it den an' yo' put it in a pot, boil it, makes a tea out 
of it. An' yo' sweetens it wit about one ounce of sugah, put sugah in it an' let 
'ia drink dat. Dat conkahs 'is min' back. Dat lettah - dat [ tea] kills it dead, 
jea ' throws it away. 

(That fellow that has been tricked by the letter.) 
Yeah, kills it dead, throw it away. And it will cuz yore min' tuh come com

Jetent. 
Well, yo' goes tuh a 'simmon tree an' yo' goes tuh de no'th side an' yo' gits 

� inside bark an' yo' takes dat. An' yo' digs down tuh de east side an' if yo' 
kin git de middle root, yo' git it ; an' if yo' can't, why yo' kin git de third 
zuot . Yo' take dat root an' brings it home an' puts it on in a pot. Yo' go tuh 
� fig bush an' digs down an' yo' gits de third root yo' strike in de fig root. 
Pats it tuhgethah an' bails [ boils] it an' makes a tea out of it. Yo' goes tuh 
� graveyard den an' yo' gits chew one ounce of dirt, graveyard dirt, an' puts 
�t in dere wit it. Shakes it up till it 'comes 'solved [ dissolved]. When it 
ca.ea 'solved it's jes' lak medicine yo' rub. Yo' take an' go tuh a person ' s  
�se - well, say, j es' lak yo' wanta fix 'em up. Yo'll drop a drop right in de 
� · . By de time yo' git in - yo' walk in, yo'll drop anothah drop, turn rouo' 
an '  walk on out. He walks in. He comes tuh be ailin' - comes down where he ' s  
� ' pless. He can't do no good. A person come 'long behin' ' im  - auothah s�ry 
of killin', comin' b\ehin' 'im. 

Be goes tuh work an ' gits de dust of offen de graveyard - j es '  de duat. Yo ' 
kaov yo' go tuh de gr�veyard, yo1 know, it1s dry. Yo' git a kin' of a fiDe dust 
11ke dust. Yo' mix up dat - it's not real dirt but it's dust-like. Aa' ,a ' &its 
,a ' one ounce of � [ soot] out de chimley an' puts in wit dat. Goe8 tala de 
draa sto' an' gits yo' a box of sulphur an' mix in wit dat . Puts lS piDs ill dere. 
Jld.ds all stickin' up. An' yo' carries it tuh 'is house an' '!!fit 1llldah de do' 
step an' let's 'im walk ovah it. An' it come tuh be conlrabed - t111 dat. 

A willow tree is fo' thl'owin ' a?JaY a wma:n - anyway. fa ' fillrouUa' tA!C.IJ( a baby . 
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Jes ' lak yo ' go t a wif e or ah got a wif e an ' she wanta mishap , wit me , an ' don ' t  
want nuthin of mine wit somebody else . She go tuh d e  willow tree an ' she goes -
if she can ' t  git up tuh de top ,  she gits some little chile tuh go up on de top 
an ' g i t s  d e  middle limb at d e  top , j es '  d e  l it tle top , de buds . She br ings it  
back home an ' she s teep s  i t  like a t ea ,  an ' s h e  drinks . An ' af tah she dr inks 
da t ,  she comes tuh throw dat away . --

She go es tuh work now an ' take a dishrag - suppo se it chure wife yo ' self , she 
throws it  up on top o f  d e  house .  An ' yo ' come tuh where yo ' won ' nevah love her , 
yo ' won ' t nevah fool wit ' er .  She done scattahed yo ' love an ' all yor e  feelin ' s  
' way from ' er .  

(What would she do tha t  for ? )  
Da t ' s  to - she don ' t  want chew, she j es '  throw dat away . 
(And she does the o ther to get r id of the baby? ) 
Yes , she throw hit away . 
Yo ' take de lightnin ' hit a tree . Well , if it s tr ike d e  eas t  s ide or de no ' th 

s id e  or de south s ide , yo ' go d er e  an ' yo ' git chew fo ' splintahs . Yo ' know 
sometime it s tr ikes yo ' know an ' der e  be splintahs . Yo ' gits up fo ' splintahs 
an ' yo ' taken yo ' a knif e an ' sharpen dem keen as yo ' kin , an ' yo ' s t icks one 
intuh de do ' step - one on one s ide an ' one on de o thah .  An ' dat caus e ' em  tuh b 
b e  unagreeable der e . Yo ' can ' t  s tay d er e ,  yo ' ll move out dat hous e .  

(You put those splinters on each s ide o f  the door s t ep ? )  
Yes , one o n  one s id e  an ' one on d e  o thah ,  po ints down . An ' dat cause i t  tuh 

be d isagreeable in dat house an ' yo ' moves out dat hous e  - leaves d er e . 
(How many splinters do you use altogether ? )  
Two ,  j es '  only two . [ Presumably the o ther two were spares . ]  Have tuh sharpen 

' em  keen as a p in at de end , an ' yo ' s t icks one on one cornah , an ' evah t ime yo ' 
goes out dere yo ' pas s in ' ovah dem. 

Evahbody dat moves in d er e  - if yo ' move in d er e  yo ' can ' t s tay der e .  
(No one will s tay in the house . )  
No , lessen somebody [ normally a doctor] take it up . 
Now, j es '  lak now yo ' los t  a j ob an ' yo ' wan ' a  j ob ,  yo ' git chew three grains 

of salt - tabl e  sal t . Yo ' t ies it  up in a linen whit e  pocket hankahcheff , an ' 
yo ' goes tub de man where yo ' ga in ' tuh git de j ob from, an ' yo ' walks in ' is 
o f f ic e . He may b e  out or he may b e  in d er e . He may b e  roun ' in a little out 
o f f ic e ,  in d er e  somewheres writin ' . But chew walk in d e  front do ' an ' yo ' git 
de chanc e den,  an ' yo ' throw it  in d e  no ' th cornah o f  da t room where he is . Den 
yo ' walks on back out . Nine days a f tah yo ' walks out he ' ll come tuh yo ' an ' say , 
"Ah think ah kin work yo ' . " Yo ' go es on out der e  an ' go tuh work . An ' yo ' keep 
dat up den fo ' nine days an ' he come tuh be conkahed . 

[ Informant now gives us a glimpse of how he reads cards . ]  
Well , yo ' take gamblin ' - yo ' go es tuh work - d e  Jack o f  D iamonds ,  Queen of 

Heart s ,  d e  Ac e of Spades . Now,  if a per son come tuh yo ' an ' want chew tuh raise 
dere min ' , yo ' shuffle de cards an ' set ' em  down d er e .  Dey cut ' em  in three 
par ts .  An ' [ you ] turns up de three of hear ts , he ' ll have good luck . Turn up de 
Queen of Clubs , he have bad luck . Turn up de que en of Diamonds , s t ill hardah 
luck . Jack of Hear t s ,  Ac e of Hear t s , good luck . 

She go es tuh work if she wanta quick stop ' im  from drinkin ' likkah . She ' ll go 
tuh work an ' git d e  end o f  a rot t en log , a ha llah ro t t en log , a ole oak log ,  
sompin lak dat ,  any kin ' a  log j es '  s inc e it ' s  ro t t en .  Git de end o f  it . She ' ll 
pound it  up an ' makes a powdah-lak. She ' ll put it in a pint of likkah, or eithah 
if he smokes c isahs or c igahet tes , anythin ' ,  she ' ll punch it up an ' down in de 
c igahet t e - good , j es '  lak yo ' put coke [ Coca Cola ]  in it . Give it  tuh ' im  an ' 
he smokes it . An ' nine days af tah he smoke dat he comes tuh hat e  likkah . 
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If yo ' wants - say yo ' wanta gain frien ' s or yore enemies, yo '  eoes au' yo '  
ai� chew d e  queen of life - de queen of de wo�ld.  

(What is that ? )  
It ' s  a root , yo ' git it out of d e  woods - it ' s  called de queen of life. I� 

crows j es '  about dat high . Go in d e  woods an ' yo ' git de  queen of life au' briug 
i� home, an ' yo ' git chew a teaspoonful of graveyard dirt an ' puts wi� i� . Yo ' 

cakes it an ' yo ' sews it up in a bag . Yo ' put a string in it an ' yo ' drop i� 
aroun ' yore neck . It will cuz  dem tuh be conkahed an ' gain many inf luence . De 
lB8s won ' even much bothah yuh . 

If a f ellah kill a p erson an ' he wants tuh come back tuh give up or he don ' � 
wanta give up an ' dey wants ' im, yo ' goes tuh de graveyard at twelve a ' clock in 
de night an ' gits down on yor e  knees an ' digs - says , two foot down in de ground 
wi� chure arm . Yo ' gits de  middle d irt  [middle or center of the grave? ] .  Yo ' 
brings it back an ' yo ' goes tuh ' is home, or eithah go tuh de j ailhouse,  dat tfme 
of night , an ' throws it up as high as yo ' kin git it an ' walks off fa ' ward . In 
.tne days af tah yo ' do dat , he comes back tuh de  j ail an ' gives up or eithah 
a.es back tuh ' is home an ' sends fo ' ' em . 

Why , yo ' take a dead person ' s  bone . Yo ' gits de middle bone out of ' em . Dat 
.a-pin lak de  backbone, sompin lak dat - dat ' s  d e  middle part of ' em . Yo ' gits 
aue j o int of  dat . 

[The fact that I do not ask the docto� to identify the middle bone would nor
.ally indicate that I understood what he was talking about , or thought I d id .  
lu� my transcriber , on the contrary,  was confused or impressed , she typing back
back instead of backbone ! The jointed bone in the middle of the body , sompin Zak 
de backbone , is the coccyx . And the one joint of dat is the pointed end j o int 
called the indest�uctible bone or eve�Zasting bone or something - it being able 
� withstand f ir e  and decay, a magic bone . ] 

Well , yo ' takes it an ' yo ' d�ess it - it an ' de  bZack cat bone tuhgethah . Yo ' 
so tuh de drug sto ' an ' yo ' git whut chew call d e  quicks ilvah . Yo ' git s it in a 
1i ' le ball about as big as a cent - cost yo ' 2 5 ¢ . [This is tin foil , no t  quick
silver . ]  Yo ' wrap s  dat up in it an ' git chew about fo ' ounces of sulphur an ' 
pu t s  in dere wit it . Yo ' g i t s  nine p ins an ' lay ' em in der e  ' side of it . Yo ' 
�e ' em  tuh de  no ' th cornah of yore house , or in de  east cornah of yore house 
an' lay ' em  down . Covah ' em - hide ' em-like . Yo ' come tuh be  complicated [ ? ]  or 
ca.es tuh - not enemies , or yo ' won ' have no fren ' s come roun ' , yo ' know, an ' 
Jaaot chew . 

Take two needles an ' cross  ' em dataway [demons trates ] an ' put s ' em in a saucah 
of watah . Yo ' sets ' em  down . An ' if yo ' wanta - j es '  lak ah 'm  gena work again
st yo ' .  D ey ' s  sharp . Look d em  needles will swim right roun ' in a cross , an' 
when dey gits round tuh a cer tain amount in dat saucah, says halfway, d ey sligh�-
1y par t in ' - one goes one way heah, an ' ' head . Yo ' takes d em two needles an' yo 1 
aoes tuh dere house, tuh de person house whut chew wanta ketch . Yo ' s�icks ODe 
iD de no ' th face of  d e  do ' fac e ,  an ' st icks one i n  d e  south,  an ' d e  eas� . AD '  
stick d e  head - yo ' kin f in '  a little crack where yo ' kin stick i t  [head] iD dere 
an' let de point b e  out , dat called shaPp luck . 

(That will give you s�p luck. ) 
Take nine ten-penny nails , dese wire nails about dat long [deaanstr.a�ea] , an' 

JO ' put s ' em  in a j ar o f  watah, clear watah . Jes ' go tuh de well au '  dr.av a 
bucket - a bucket of  watah, f ill up d e  j ar half-full . Put nine uai.1JJ iD dere . 
Jes ' lak now ah come tuh yore house an ' ah want a drink of wa�h. au' ah ask yo ' 
fo ' a drink o f  watah . Ah go  git a drink of watah - go gi� da� jar au' po '  ou� a 
BLass of watah an ' yo ' drink off it . Yo ' drink of fen [off of] da� watah fo ' nine 
days ,  an ' evah time yo ' come der e  a h  give yo 1 some of da� watah. Vell., yo ' ll  
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come tuh b e  ailin '  in yore stomach . Well , dem nails den , de mo ' dey stay in dere, 
de mo '  dey come tuh be rusty, an 1 all dat goes inside of  yo ' .  F in ' ly kills yo ' 
in so many days it kills yo ' .  

Jes ' say,  if yo ' wants tuh be lucky , � eithah if somebody ' s  tryin ' tuh work 
against yo ' tuh keep yo ' from bein '  lucky , yo ' tie s nine knots  in a string an ' 
yo ' gits one of yore best frien ' s  tuh unt ie dem knots . An ' he unties dem kno t s  
fo ' yo ' ,  an ' yo '  takes d em  den an ' yo ' swings ' em  up anywhere in de house . Dat 
cause tuh be lucky . 

(You swing that string up in there? ) 
Yeah, yo ' swing dat string up . Yo ' tie it , but chew don ' untie it - let some

body else untie , some of yore good frien ' s .  Dey ' ll untie it an ' yo ' take it an ' 
hang it up anywhere in de house . 

Yo ' kin take nine matches an ' stand de heads up an ' in nine days de stuff 
whut ' s  on de end of de matches will fade away an ' de match will di sappeah from 
,E an ' work against yo ' • 

Ah nevah experienced much on de f ish but a eel . Oat ' s  sompin look lak a snake, 
dey call ' em  a eel . Take his hide an ' dry it up an ' ah kin run yo ' crazy wit it . 
Yo ' poun ' it up , j es '  lak yo ' poun ' up dirt  or anythin ' . Yo ' know , yo ' dry it . 
Jes ' lak yo ' put it up on a string an ' let it come tuh be dry, yo ' know, j es '  lak 
sugah, an ' yo ' rub it up tuh a powdah . An ' ah ' ll put dat in sompin , slip it in , 
yo ' koov, sampin tuh eat ,  an ' it will come tuh run yo ' crazy . 

Yo ' go tuh a red ant s bed an ' yo ' git chure right-foot track, an ' yo ' gits a 
glass of yore chambah �tah - nightglass �tah , yo ' steal it out de house un
knownst tuh dem . Yo ' go tuh de red ant s bed an ' yo ' gits a spoonful of red ants 
dust , an ' yo ' git chew nine b ig red antses , an' put s ' em  in dat j ar [ or glass 
holding the urine] . An ' den takes it back an ' goes tuh de lef ' cornah of yore 
house an ' set s de j ar up undah de eve [ eaves ] where nobody can ' t  f in '  it . An ' 
as long as he livin ' well , yo ' ll come tuh be  painful ; whenevah he die , yo ' ll die . 
He ' ll die inside of nine days - dose ants . 

(What do you do with that stuff you got out of  the foot track? What do you do 
with all that? ) 

Well , yo ' put dat in dere - dat ' s  conkahin ' yo ' ,  dat kill yo ' .  
(You get his ur ine or your water? ) 
His watah. Yo ' see yo ' put it in dere wit de ant s an ' de ants dirt an ' de 

foot track. Yo ' see dat kills ' im . 
Take de hull of a cootah an ' skin ' im  an ' let a person eat it . Dat will make 

yo ' have fits . 
(Kills them? ) 
Yeah . 
[ Cooter s  (several kinds of turtles) can be eaten (I have eaten the common 

snapping turtle of the Mis sissippi River) and they are not po isonous in the world 
of nature . But anything in hoodoo can be poison,  if the hoodooer wills it and 
the victim is a believer . ]  

A bat will caus in ' yo ' tuh be troublesome - be mindless . Evah time yo ' be 
settin '  down, yo ' wanta do thin ' s .  Dat bat he ' s  daid - he die - an ' yo ' ll be 
mindless j es '  lak a mindless person . Lose his mind altogethah . 

(What do you do with the bat ? ) 
Well , yo ' take dat bat an ' stew ' im  up , makes a stew out of  ' im , an ' mix ' im  

up wit yore food an ' yo ' eats  it . _ 
Takes it an ' puts it in a j ar an ' put dat quicksilvah [ •  quicksilver or t in 

foil or back of mirror ] in dere . Take an ' po ' s  it down at de do ' step . Well , as  
hit  dries up yo ' ll dry up . 

(This red cow ' s milk or black cow ' s milk? ) 
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Yeah , go tta be a black cow , a red cow won ' t  do no good - black.  
Well ,  yo ' take nine straws an ' yo ' stick 'em up at de do ' steps an ' yo ' puts 

�bree pins in each one of dem nine straws - three pins , an ' yo ' turn de point up . 
AD1 de t ime yo ' walk outa dere yo ' come tuh be pa inful - j es '  lak de rheumatism . 

(These broomstraws . )  
Broomstraws , right out chure broom - j es '  take ' em  out de sweepin ' broom . 
Take a l emon an ' split it an ' turn it wrongside outwards .  Ketch yo ' when yo ' 

aleep an ' lays it on yo re ches t ,  an ' it comes tuh suck yo ' .  An ' yo ' kin take dat 
1e.on off an ' it be j es '  as dry as a chip , an ' yo ' j es '  fades away as that hull 
fades away . It  gits hard . 

(What do you do with that hull later on? ) 
Well , yo ' takes dat hull an ' yo ' throw dat hull away . 
[After informant lef t  the room , I comment to my machine : ]  
(THI S FELLOW TOLD ME SOME LIES , SO CHECK UP ON HIM CAREFULLY . )  
[After my preceding comment , MY CONTACT MAN EDWARD BUFFORD ENTERS INTERVIEWING 

JOCK TO TELL ME MORE ABOUT THE MAN - how he circumvents the po stal laws . I re
,eat what Edward tell s me and he answers my question : ]  

(This roo t do ctor , this man , he sends through the mail - he sends the pr epara
tioD. Then he sends a letter later on telling them how to use it . He do esn ' t  
8eDd it all together? ) [Author ] 

(Not all together , no sir . )  [ Edward ]  
(That ' s  a new tPiak .  That ' s  good . )  [Author ] 

"CUNJURE BUSINESS"  IS HER WORK 

SOMETIMES AH QUIT [MY OCCASIONAL JOB] 
AN ' AH LEAVE TOWN AN ' 

GO OUT ON CUNJURE BUSINESS 

DEY BURN CANDLES FO ' MENS 
AH BURN CANDLES FO ' DAT • • •  

DON 'T LET NOBODY IN DE ROOM OR GIT ON MAH BED 
AN ' BURN CANDLES THREE TIMES A DAY AN ' 

LET ALL DE SHADES DOWN 
GIT A SMALL CANDLE AN ' AH BURN IT CLEAN UP 

AN ' DEN AH COME OUT AN ' OPEN MAH DO 'S 
AN ' H 'IST [HOIST] DE WINDAHS FO ' DE MENS 

AH GOT A COTTON MATTRESS AN ' AH TAKEN IT .  OUT 
IN DE SUNSHINE • • •  PRETEND AH 'M AIRIN ' IT • • •  

TAKE A FORKED STICK AN ' BEAT IT • • •  
AN ' DE SIDE HE LAY ON [OPEN UP MATTRESS] 
JES ' FILL IT WIT • • •  RED PEPPAH AN ' SALT • • •  

AN ' AH 'LL SEW DAT [BED ] TICK BACK UP 
AN ' DE STICK AH BEAT IT WIT 

AH STICK IT UP TUH DE CORNAH OF DE HOUSE 
AN ' HE WON ' NEVAH DISAGREE 'BOUT NUTHIN 

JES ' ANYTHIN ' AH DO IS ALL RIGHT • • •  
AH KIN BE WORKIN ' FO ' SOME WHITE PEOPLE 

AN ' DO 'EM UP DAT SAME WAY 

MEMPHI S ,  TENNES SEE 
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[We have here an interview without its  mo st impor tant hoodoo statement , the 
thr ee final pages of the original transcription . The reason for this omission 
and where the missing material will be found , I explain at the very end . As 
impor tant as the rites , perhap s as interesting , is the woman her self , informant 
1535 , who calls her work aunju�e business.  This business was recorded on cylin
der s  D8 0 : 4-D8 6 : 6  = 2 7 6 3-2 7 6 9 . ]  

Well , now , der e ' s  a man done kilt a per s on outa town . Well , ah go tuh de 
graveyard an ' git  some dirt an ' put it in a quart o f  watah in a quar t j ar , an ' 
put thr ee p ennies in it an ' set it behin ' mah trunk or behin ' de do ' ,  an ' dat ' ll 
bring him back - he ' ll come back tuh town . 

(Now , that is , if somebody ha s killed somebody and has run away , that is to 
br ing him back . You put thi s graveyard dirt and these three pennies in this jar 
behind the door . That is all you have to do ? )  

Dat ' s  all yo ' go t ' a  do . An ' if ah ' m  livin ' wit a man an ' he don ' seem tuh ca ' 
fo ' me , well ah gits a steak an ' wear i t  when ah ' m mins tratin ' an ' ah ' ll cook i t  
fo ' d a t  man an ' he ' ll love me - he ' ll come tuh b e  crazy ' bout me . 

Well , if ah love him , ah an ' him have intahco ' se tuhgethah . Aftah it ' s  ovah , 
why ah ' ll take mah sep ' rate rag an ' wip e ,  an ' he ' ll take his ' n . An ' ah ' ll take 
his ' n  when he wip es on it an ' sew it up in a rag an ' wear it roun ' mah waist . 
An ' dat will make him love me . 

An ' if ah don ' t want ' im tuh have intahco ' se wit nobody else , ah ' ll take an ' 
mea sure him while he ' s  ' sleep an ' tie three kno ts in a cord s tr ing an ' wear i t  
aroun ' ma h  waist , an ' evah t ime h e  go tuh have intahco ' se wit somebody else , why 
it falls . He cain ' t do no good . 

An' ah take a scissors , if ah wants him ag ' in an ' if he don ' want me , ah j es '  
take three strands o f  his hair an ' put it in some lodes tone an ' [ red ] peppah an ' 
wear i t  in mah shoe , mah left shoe an ' he ' ll be crazy about me . 

(Wha t kind o f  pepper do you use ? )  
Red peppah . An ' ah ' ll tell yo ' ano thah thin ' , i f  ah want ' im tuh git outa 

town . If ah want ' im tuh go on a freight train , ah take one o f  ' is ole shoes , 
ole sho e ,  an ' throw it on a freight train , an ' he ' ll leave on a freight train . 

An ' if ah want ' im tuh go outa town on a passengah [ train] , ah ' ll tell yo ' 
whut ah ' ll do , ah ' ll take de band outa his shir t back heah - yo ' know , j es '  back 
heah in de shir t [ demons trates ] . 

(Back o f  the neck . ) 
Dat ' s r ight . Ah ' ll take a piece of i t  an ' write a lettah , an ' take a piece 

of i t  an ' fold i t  in dat let tah an ' put it on de passengah train mahself , an ' 
he ' ll leave town on a passengah train . 

(You take thi s piece [ demons trate ] , right out o f  the back of the neck • • • ? )  
Dat ' s  right . An' if ah wanta keep de po leesemens away from me , tell yo ' whut 

ah ' ll do . Ah ' ll burn me some sulphur an ' red onions , an ' ah kin keep de po leeses 
from bothahin ' yo ' [me ] . 

(Where do you burn that ? )  
At home , ah burn it befo ' sunup an ' aftah sundown .  
An ' a h  kin burn incense befo ' sunup . Dat ' s  de ma s ' wondahful thin ' . If ah 

want it fo ' luck , why ah burn i t  fo ' dat . An ' if somebody , lak somebody knoak 
ag 'inst it [my business or luck] , ah kin burn it fo ' dat . 

Take hi s lef ' -foot track an ' throw it ovah mah shouldah , ovah mah lef ' shoul
� an ' put i t  up ovah de do ' .  

(You take his left-fo o t  track and you throw i t  over your left shoulder . How 
can you put it over the door , if you throw i t  over your lef t shoulder ? )  
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See, see ah has it in a bag or some kinda little rag or aompin, uadahatan' , 
.. . throw it ovah mah lef t shouldah an ' [ pick i t  up and] put it up ovah de do ' . 

�t will that do ? )  
Dat will bring him back,  if ah wish fo ' tuh bring ' im back; o r  if ah wish fo ' 

Ida tub leave, j ea '  �hatsomevah ah make mah wish tuh do . [Here i s  a good aute
� of the first law of hoodoo - intention is everything . ]  

{Do you pick up that track when he goes away or when he is comin ' back, which 
� do you pick it up? )  

Vell ,  if ah want ' im  tuh go , ah ' d  pick up when he goin ' ; if ah want ' im  tub 
� back, pick it up when he comin ' . 

[The preceding coming or going i s  merely psychological assistance or window
llreaaing ; it does not nullify the pr imacy o f  the preceding 'I.IJishing or intention 
tbe power o f  the mind . ] 

An '  lak if he out of  town an ' ah love him, ah tell yo ' whut ah kin do . Ah kin 
�te his name an ' put it in a lamp [ in the o il container ] an ' burn i t  fo ' nine 
£ab twenty-one days [ 3x3 or 3x7 ] , an ' he ' s  comin ' back. He ain ' t  go in ' stop 
�1 he gits home . 

An' ah tell yo ' dis . Yo ' know, if ah wuz levin ' somebody else ' s man an ' ah 
caaldn' t  get tuh see him when ah wanted tuh, an ' whenevah ah did git tuh see him 
ab could j es '  hug ' im  an ' git some of his hair - j es '  hug ' im  roun ' an ' git some 
af his hair . 

{Vhere? From the head ? )  
Yeasuh, three s trand s ,  an ' cross it , an ' put it in some sc issors an ' hang it 

aa .ah back do ' in mah kitchen , an ' dat ' ll make him stay ' way from ' is wife an ' 
a.e tuh me . 

(You get three strands o f  hair from his head . )  
Yea . 
(And put it in what ? )  
An '  cross de hair , j es '  twist it up , an ' put it in a pair o f  sc issors , yo ' 

kaav, lak yo ' cut wit . [ Twisting i s  a magic r ite . Here it is called crossing . ] 
(Well , how do you put it in the scissor s ? )  
Yo ' j es '  hang i t  in between der e  yo ' know, where de scissors goes tuhgethah 

lak dis [demonstrates ] ,  an ' hang it up r ight on de do ' .  
Den ah kin take three stran ' s o f  hair from ' is haid an ' two from undah his 

ua. 
--(Either arm? ) 

Uh-ah, his left arm - go t ' a  be his lef ' arm . An ' wrap it up in a papah an ' 
GBiDns an ' sulphur an ' r ed peppah , an ' yo ' kin wear dat ,  . an '  he ' ll always come 
�e ah am .  Dat ' s  tuh bring ' im  where ah am .  

{Vhere do you wear that? ) 
Vear dat - make a sack on a string an' put it roun ' mah wais t ,  anywhere& roun ' 

.ah waist ; but always let it hang in front , don ' t  nevah let it git behin ' - al
.. 7• be in front . 

(Three strands from his head and two from under his lef t arm . ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . 
An '  den ah do dis . Now, if ah dislak - yo ' know, if  somebody ' & diaturbin' de 

� an '  dey put de poZeeses on me, see . Ah kin j es '  go by dey do ' - yo '  know, 
ab kin go on behin ' dem, j es '  lak if ah think somebody done me aa.e hara, an' 
ah jea '  go on behin ' dem j es '  where ah could pick dere track up . well, ,o '  take 
de track from de lef ' f eet an ' j es '  go on home , an ' j es '  git up in de .avnin' 
befo' de sunrise an ' come back by his do ' ,  or whosomevah her [door if a woman 
�bin ' de home ] , an ' throw it an ' scattah dat dirt on dey po ' ch, an' let ' em  
..rt out . When dey walk out an ' step intuh dat dir t ,  dey wan' t nevah think about 
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doin ' me no harm . Dey ' ll come tub be mah fren ' . 
(Now, suppo se I am doing you that harm , you would get my lef t-foo t track and 

you take it home with you . And then after you have left  it there overnight you 
bring it back and throw it on my porch? ) 

Oat ' s  right . An '  yo ' ll come out . Ah don ' care who else come out ovah it , it 
don ' do no good but chew . 

[That is , if hoodoo is no t intended for you , it is powerless against you - see 
margin title IT WARN ' T  PUT THERE FOR YOU ,  p . 2 20 . ]  

An ' yo ' come out an ' step in it an ' d en yo ' come tub me mah fren ' . Yo ' won ' 
nevah try tub do me no mo ' harm . 

An ' j es '  lak if mah husban ' ,  or somebody el se ' s  husban ' ,  a frien ' of mine , yo ' 
know, would love me an ' mistreat me - sompin lak dat , see , an 1 ah worry about 
' im ,  an ' worry about ' im sech a length of time , an ' ah j es '  make up mah min ' . 
YO ' GOT ' A  MAKE UP YORE MIN ' TUH DO DESE THIN ' S .  Ah ketch ' im ' sleep an ' cut 
' bout six stran ' s of hair from down dere , six stran ' s ,  an ' j es '  ball it up . 
Don '  put nuthin in it but j es '  peppah , r ed peppah , an ' wear it in mah lef ' shoe . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Da t will make him love me . He won ' t  nevah leave heah . He won ' t  nevah go 

home , he j es '  continue dere [with me] , see . If he somebody el se husban ' an ' ah 
wants ' fm, an ' lak if he got money an ' ah want s tub git ' is money , see , ah ' ll 
do dat . 

An * when ah go tub ministratin ' monthly [ she stops , having given this pre
viously ] .  

Lak mah urinate , yo ' know, take mah urinate when ah ' m  cookin ' an ' put some of 
dat in de coffee , eithah in mah bread , j es '  anythin ' ah wanta cook it in , an ' he 
eat it . De mo ' he eat de mo ' he ' ll come tub like me . 

Yo ' kin take it an ' bury it , de pitchur e ,  bury i t  wit de face down , an ' � 
down on mah knees , on mah knees , one knee . Git down on mah r ight knee an ' let 
mah left knee set tin '  up , an ' make a wish , an ' whatsomevah wish ah make - why , 
if ah wish he ' d  leave , or [wish to ] kill ' im  or anythin ' lak dat , DAT KILL ' IM 
JES ' DEAD ON DE SPOT . Ah know dat tub b e  true . 

Ah t ell yo ' ' bout dis . Ah heard yo ' go tub de crossroad s an ' make a wish , ah 
hear dat ,  an ' what somevah wish yo ' make der e ,  it will come true . Oat ' s  whut ah 
heard about dat . 

Ah heard dat yo ' kin take hair out chure haid an ' put it in a bottle an ' put 
it up in a tree , an ' as de tree grows , why dat woman will go carzy - as de tree 
grows dat ' s  de way it [ craz iness ]  grows . 

(You take this hair and put it in a bottle , and no thing else in it? ) 
Nuthin else . 
(Do you stop the bottle up? ) 

Oat ' s  r ight , yo ' stop de bot tle up . 
(Where do you put the bottle then? ) 
In de tree , set d e  bot tle up in d e  tree . 
(Just on the out side of  the tree? ) 
Jes ' lak it ' s  go t limb s ,  set it inside de tree in d e  limb s ,  see . Don ' set it 

on d e  groun ' or nuthin lak dat , j es '  up in d e  tree . 
(Put it up in the fork of  a tree? ) 
Oa t ' s  r ight . Put it in dere while it young , as de tree grow , why de mo ' yo ' 

go crazy . 
Den yo ' kin take his lef ' -f eet track an ' throw it in runnin ' watah an ' run ' em  

crazy . 
(How do you throw that in running water ? )  
Throw i t  in der e  an ' TURN AROUN ' THREE TIMES , an ' d e  third t ime [ leave and ] 
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llaa' nevah look back, an ' j es '  go on where yo ' gain ' . 
(You walk down to the water and you throw the track right in? ) 
Right in de runnin ' watah . 
(rben you turn around three times ? )  

2105 

Turn roun ' three times an ' de third time don ' look back,  go on an ' don' aev.ab 
look back. 

[ I  insist upon the th�ee times (as well as befo�e or afte�) .  because it is 
.are . The rites of whi�Zing th�ee times and not looking back are to confuse the 
.. irit you have thrown into the water , so that it will  not follow you . ] 

(You turn around after you throw the stuff into the water ? )  
Dat ' s  right , three times an ' don ' nevah look back . 
Yo ' kin take a string an ' measure a man an ' den yo ' kin go tuh a small tree 

�· up , a saplin ' ,  an ' t ie de string dere three t imes . Tie a knot in dere 
� times an ' den tie it on a tree , an ' go away an ' nevah look back,  an ' dat 
1dll. run de man away . 

{You measure the man with the string and tie three knots  into it . Then tie 
� string to a limb? ) 

Dat ' s  right , an ' nevah look back . An ' dat ' ll run ' im  or a woman, yo ' know, 
jea' vhosomevah - yo ' kin run ' em  outa town . If somebody, A OLE SNITCH yo ' know, 
� ao.pin lak dat an ' ah know it , yo ' undahstan ' ,  do dat an ' dey ' ll git on outa 
�-

(You say you measure them with that string . How do you measure them? ) 
Yo ' ketch yore husban ' while he ' s  ' sleep - see he havin ' intahco ' sin ' wit dis 

.... an . If she doin ' any harm, or him, j es '  which one it is , or he go roun ' her • 
._ don ' have tuh be , yo ' know, j es '  roun ' ' er ,  see . Yo ' measure him while he ' s  
•.teep. Den yo ' kin git up to him, yo ' understan ' ,  j es '  tie three knots in it 
... t ie it up on de tree an ' leave ' way , don ' nevah look back an ' dey ' ll leave 
�. Leave ' way from roun ' yo ' an ' nevah give yo ' no mo ' trouble . 

Cut his toenails off an ' put ' em in a bag , anythin ' ,  yo ' see . Make a little 
... or  tie it up an ' put salt in dere an ' throw it in de rivah . Jes ' throw it 
1a de rivah , if  yo ' wanta git r id of yore husban ' ,  den . An ' dat ' ll run him 
crazy, he j es '  git out walkin ' .  

� many toenails do you put in there? )  
Jes ' lak he cut all o f  ' em,  yo ' don ' have tuh cut ' em all . 
(JUst a little piece of each? ) 
Dat ' s  right , yo ' cut ' em off tuh keep . Jes ' lak yo ' cut off  one de feet , chew 

�. an' leave de rest of ' em .  Cut ' em all up an ' put in dat bag an ' put some 
.alt in dere an ' throw it in de rivah . It don ' have tuh be runnin ' watah, j es '  
� it in de r ivah, an ' he ' ll leave . He j es '  gits up a-walkin ' .  

!ury a strand of his hair undah de do ' step on de lef ' side , bury it ' bout six 
�eet [ inches ]  deep [ six inches symbolizes a grave six feet deep ] , j es '  bury it 
� see . An ' when he come in , when he come in ovah dat an ' go out , he ' ll nevah 
ca.e back an ' mo ' [ any more ] .  When he come in an ' go out , why he ' ll j es '  keep on 
�iD ' .  Dat ' s  drivin ' ' im  away . 

AD' ah tell yo ' dis , too . Jes ' lak ah ' m  in de bed wit him an ' wants euh so 
� wit anothah man . Ah git up when he ' sleep an ' take mah left stoc:kin' an '  
.... it ovah his haid , an ' git out an ' stay ' long as ah want to . Den be111 nevah 
� up , long as dat stockin ' hang ovah dere . 

AD '  if a man wanta do a woman, he kin hang his [ left ] sock ovah de bead of de 
.... ovah her haid now, while she ' sleep . She ' ll nevah wake up until be c:a.e 
..a. 

A .,_n kin be ministratin ' an ' a man kin git some of  dat an' b!!ry it an '  kUl 
·� dead - j es '  bury it an ' kill ' er .  
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Take some of ' is shirt tail an ' bury it underneat ' de step on de left side an ' 
dat will kill him daid - j es '  cut a piece out ' is shirt tail an ' dat will kill 
' im  daid . 

Yo ' kin take incense an ' burn it . 
do away wit some man , ah kin do dat . 
from any kinda mens , yo ' know, make a 
dat ' s  good . 

Well , if ah wanta burn it fo ' luck or tuh 
Well , yo ' know, ah ain ' t makin ' no mou'ey 
wish an ' do dat [ burn incense] . Ah know 

If yo ' wanta man an ' he don ' t  want chew, an ' if yo ' evah git up by ' im  an ' kin 
gi ' ' im  some whiskey , or sompin lak dat 1 gi ' it tuh ' im tuh drink wit it . An ' 
j es '  lak if ah smoke , ah git a c igar - JES ' BIG-TLMIN ' YO ' KNOW - an ' put some 
c igar ashes in dat whiskey an ' keep on givin ' it to ' im1  see , an ' dope him unt il 
he gits ' bout drunk, see , an ' wanta make a date wit me . Ah make a date wit 1 i.m 1 
see , an ' ah care [ carry] ' im home . An ' ah git some of ' is hair outa his eye
brows , two or three stran ' s out o f  his eyebrows , an ' put it wit sulphur an ' throw 
it ovah mah lef t  shouldah an ' nevah look back . See , ah got ' im . 

(After he has been doped you get this hair from his left eyebrow . ) 
If yo ' [ I ] wanta be wit yore wife -
[ If I ,  the woman being interviewed , am go ing with a man and want to allay the 

suspicions of his wife ,  a friend of mine . But f irst , here ' s  how I entice the 
man . ]  

Yo ' [ I ] has sulphur , incense an ' Jockey Club Perfume an ' rub it on mah han ' s 
an ' pass it lak ah play wit ' im, put mah han ' on ' im  lak dis , yo ' know j es '  be ' s 
talkin ' , an ' event ' lly he ' ll f in ' ly 1  he ' ll make a date wit yo ' [me ] . An ' den if 
his wife - j es '  lak I an ' his wife is clo se fren ' s  an ' she ' s  suspicious or sompin 
lak dat 1 see . Well , ah say , ah tell yo ' whut ah kin do . Ah kin use some burnt 
onion an' sulphur tuhgethah an ' j es '  rub it on mah han ' lak dat 1 chew know, an ' 
go visitin '  tuh her house an ' talk an ' git a dr ink of  watah - have her tuh g ive 
me a drink of watah . An ' she give me some watah outa a dippah or a glass . An ' 
when she go tuh wash dat glass , why she go in ' always be crazy about me , when she 
take up dat dippah. Nobody could tell ' er ' bout dis man [ her husband ] . She 
won ' t  b ' lieve ' em .  

(You put this powder o n  that glass or on that dipper ? )  
No 1 ah has i t  o n  mah han ' see , when ah go dere . See , when ah go dere 1 i t  be 

done - ah rub mah han ' on it . 
(Then it gets on the glass or d ipper that you are handling? )  
Dat ' s  r ight , an ' ah 'm  gonna wanta drink o f  watah shortly aftah ah gits dere . 
Now, it ' s  anothah thin ' 1 if ah know somebody dat don ' like me , ah tell yo ' 

whut ah kin do . Ah go tuh dere house an ' ah wanta use de res ' room1  see . Ah go 
in dere an ' use de res ' room1 an ' ah kin put down some peppah1  salt , onions - put 
it down in der e 1  yo ' know, j es '  sprinkle it roun ' in dere . Now ah know dey don ' 
lak me . An ' dat will make ' em  come tuh be mah fren ' s .  

Dat ' s  right , d e  tongue of it . Ah heard de left shoe . Take de left shoe an ' 
sulphur . 

(What do you take , the whole shoe? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight , yo ' kin take de whole shoe an ' den yo ' kin take de tongue - de 

tongue or d e  whole left shoe an ' burn it  in some sulphur . An ' stand ovah it
-

' long a s  it burn until it burn up 1 until it j es '  burn intuh ashes , j es '  undah
neat ' yo ' . Jes ' stand dere until it  burn intuh ashes . Jockey Club an ' sulphur . 
Put Jockey Club Perfume an ' sulphur an ' j e s '  stand dere until it burn intuh 
ashes . Dat ' s  fo ' luck.  

(What kind of  luck1 ) 
Dat ' s  if ah want a man yo ' know an ' he makin ' good money . Yo ' know ah got ' a  

do dat in ordah tuh git de money . People makin ' good money,  see . It ' s  a white 
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.-n an ' ah ' m  tryin ' tuh git ' im, why ah kin do dat . 
(You s tand over tha t sulphur while i t  i s  burning ? )  

Da t ' s r ight . 

21 07 

[To s tand in the shoe-sulphur-perfume fumes and smoke is one of the fumigation 
ri�es used by hustZing women or pro s t itutes - see marg in t i t l e  SMOKE ' EM :  FUMI
e&rl SELF , p . 7 23 . Somewher e I have a no te on sulphur fumes in a clo sed room 
.-tte an ord eal . ]  

Yo ' kin take his sock an ' turn i t  on de wrongsid e ,  take d e  lef t  sock . It ' s  
al .. ys bes t fo ' d e  lef t one . Take d e  lef t  one an ' turn it o n  de wrong side an ' 
atE dis Jockey Club Perfume an ' incense an ' burn d i s  sock , an ' put it in de s tove 
� beatah . Jes ' put it  where i t  won ' be out anywhere ,  an ' burn it , an ' fas ten up 
4e room an ' don ' t let nobody in dere while it ' s  burnin ' .  An ' dat will make him 
Ja.e yo ' . Ah ' ve had people tuh tell me dat dat r eally knows . 

DA.T BAND DAT ' S IN HEAH [ SHE IS  POINTING TO THE MICROPHONE IN MY OLD BLACK HAl'] 1 
.. know dey use it . Ah t ell yo ' whut chew kin do wit it . Yo ' take dat outa der� 
-.£ de man ' s ha t yo ' know - dat ' s  whut ah heard , yo ' know, dat lit tle bow whut 
te' a in de back dere . Yo ' take dat outa dere an ' t ear it apar t an ' j es '  twi s t  
� - j es '  put sal t in dere an ' j es '  twist i t  up unt il yo ' cain ' t twis t no mo ' • 
._, put i t  in a bag o r  wrap it up in a piec e of papah an ' wear hit in yor e  right 
�- Jes '  keep dat in yore shoe an ' don ' let nobody git hol t of it an ' don ' let 
.-body see i t  e ithah . He j es '  follow yo ' evahwher e . 

CUha t  do you put with tha t now, sulphur or sal t ? )  
Sal t , an ' twis t it , in a piece of papah , bag o r  anythin ' ,  an ' put i t  i n  yor e  

Kt&ht sho e an ' don ' t let nobody see i t . 
take his underweah right nex ' tuh him out de seat an ' wear i t  - yo ' know , put 

� in a rag or sompin an ' wear it in bac k ,  keep it turn roun ' in back of her , 
� ·  of her al l de t ime . She take a rag or sompin an ' rub her han ' up dis 
� lak she gain ' wash back der e .  

[Previously she wor e  hair from und er a man ' s lef t arm in a sack about her 
-.18�, always hanging down in front , never behind . ]  

(Vba t  will tha t do ? )  
Da t  will make a man love her . 
(You mus t  always wear it in the back par t of the body ? )  

Dat ' s right . 
A .an kin cut out de seat of a woman ' s  bloomahs , i t ' s  de same thin ' - he kin 

.. de same thin ' • He don ' have tuh wear his ' n yo ' know on a s tr ing . He j es ' put 
IAa ' n  in his hip pocket . 

�es ' take dat bark offa dat [ tree ] an ' yo ' kin wear dat bark in yor e  s tockin ' . 
�· kin wear it in yore s tockin ' wit red peppah an ' wrap it roun ' wit papah - yo ' 
� wear it in yore s tockin ' . Keep i t  twisted up in yor e  s tockin ' lak dat , dey 
a.ll ae in yor e lef ' s t ockin ' , an ' he ' ll be good tuh yo ' an ' he won ' even leave 
.. aoney out , lak if he ' s  gain ' out on yo ' .  

(rba t  bark from wha t kind of tree? ) 
Oak, r ed oak tree . An ' even let i t  be kinda dry - white . If yo '  cain ' t  g i� 

� wbite , it ' s  best white when it ' s  dry - from a r ed oak . 
Ah heard abou t needles . Yo ' pu t three needles in a bag an ' sew ' ea  up an '  

.-.r i t  roun ' yore waist , � eithah j es '  carry i t  in yor e pur se all de t�e . 
s..e peopl e says carry i t  in yor e  pur se an ' keep de p ' int of it tuh yo ' • Yo ' 
a... keep it down d er e  in yor e  pur se an ' keep de p ' int o f  it tuh yah, abarp .  
a.• de ' say dat ' s  luck . Dat ' s  luck fo ' money , dat ' s  always fo '  luck. 

Say lak yo ' s  go t money an ' ah wanta tuh g i t  up tuh yo ' ' counta da� aoaey, an ' 
a. caae ' lo ng heah an ' have de p ' int of d a t  needle towards ae. An' gi� tuh talk
ia' � ' im ,  if ah kin evah g i t  tuh talk wi t ' im ,  put mah ban '  on ,o' lak dat , 
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dat will br ing it tuh mahself . 
(That will br ing the money to you? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
Well , incense is good fo ' any gamblin ' luck. But chew go t ta know whut kinda 

luck yo ' want.  Yo ' know yo ' kin burn it fo ' anythin ' .  
Ah burn onion an ' sulphur tuhgethah , burn dat ,  an ' den he turn about , burn a 

red onion tub keep de law away . 
Yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' git some dir t  an ' put it in a quart of watah an ' 

three pennies . Set it behin ' yore trunk or yore do ' ,  an ' he ' s  comin ' back tuh 
town, dat man dat d id de killin ' . 

(You told me that befor e . ) 
[MY PRECEDING COMMENT SHOWS HOW CAREFULLY I FOLLOWED ALL INFORMANT ' S  EVERY 

WORD . ]  
Yo ' kin if yo ' already been dealin ' wit dis [ kind of work] , yo ' undahstan ' ,  

or else yo ' couldn ' t  do it , yo ' know . If yo '  in dis  [ hoodoo ] business,  why see,  
yore  onion an ' sulphur an ' peppah , dem thing s ,  why dey can ' t  do nuthin tuh yo ' .  
Yo ' kin dismiss co ' t , yo ' kin have co ' t  dismissed . Dat stuff kin be so strong 
until dey can ' t do yo ' nuthin . 

[You mus t know how to handle hoodoo materials from exper ience . ] 
Yo ' pick dat up , dat dust . Yo ' j es '  hold yore han ' out an ' yo ' kin ketch any 

of dat dust whut de whirlwind got a ' goin ' - yo ' kin ketch any of it . Why, don ' 
put a thin* in dat but black peppah in dere wit dat dir t ,  j es '  do lak dat [ she 
demonstrates later ] , an ' put it in a bag an ' den put it up ovah yore do ' .  Dat ' s  
luck. Put it up ovah yo ' do ' whut chew gotta go in an ' out . 

(Luck for wha t? ) 
Luck fo ' ,  yo ' know, if ah make a wish fo ' money - if ah want s  money an ' ah ' m  

in bad o r  sompin lak dat chew know an ' need money . 
[Hidden treasure will be found where a whirlwind stops - see 163 , p . 48 and 

1 7 6 ,  p . SO. ] 
(You put it in your hand . Wha t do you do with that dirt  now? ) 
Yo ' put dat peppah in dere wit dat dirt  whut chew ketch an ' j es '  rub it [ dem

onstrates] . 
(Rub it in a circle in the palm of your hand . )  
Dat 1 s  right , till yore han ' git ho t an 1 yo ' put it in j es '  a papah or a rag , 

an ' put it up ovah yore do ' where yo ' transfer out of . If ah want money , if ah ' m  
i n  bad an ' ah wish fo ' money or a h  need he ' p .  

Ah heard about put tin '  � an ' lard tuhgethah, mixin ' it up tuhgethah ,  lye an ' 
lard - fresh bog lard , mixin ' it up tuhgethah . An ' af tah ah git it mixed up , put 
some sulphur in it . Don ' put mah han ' back in it no mo ' - yo ' know, not de [mix
ing ] stick or nuthin . Jes ' sprinkle de sulphur in it  an ' j es '  what somevah it in, 
j es '  empty it out ovah some brown papah . Git some brown papah an ' empty it out 
an ' sprinkle sulphur on dis side,  an ' take dat stick, stick a [different ] stick 
in it . An ' have yo ' a hole dug undah mah back do ' step , an ' put dat in dere  -
an ' put dat lye an ' dat lard an ' dat sulphur on it . An ' ah always have luck . 
Yo 1 know, j es '  whatsomevah ah wish . Yo ' go t ' a  make a wish . Put somebody' s name 
or money - make mah wish about dat . 

Dey burn candles fo ' de mens . Ah burn candles fo ' dat ,  an ' don ' let nobody 
in de room or git on mah bed ; an ' burn candles three times a day an ' let all de 
shades down . Burn dat candle early in de mawnin ' ,  out i t  at twelve a ' clock sharp 
[ noon] an1 burn it [ fir st ] a t  six a ' clock [ and second at nine o ' clock] . An ' don ' 
let nobody - yo ' know, git a small candle an ' ah burn it  clean up . An ' den ah 
come out an ' open mah do ' s  an ' h ' ist [ hoist ] de windah fo ' de mens . Dat ' s  luck.  
All dat ' s  fo ' luck.  Any color candles , have de same color [ you star t with that 
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.. y or a color lucky to you ] . 
Ah roll a lemon, roll it good , an ' squeeze it an ' put da t in a glass. an' put 

..aet milk in it , an ' ah put mah spit in it an ' let it set halfa day . AD' ah go 
'-ck in dere an ' beat da t up , an ' ah wa it till da t man come in , yo ' kaov. dat 
ab'• go in ' wit , an ' quite natchal ah ' ll be wit ' im .  See , he go t money an' won ' 
� loose  of it . Ah wa it till he kinda be dr inkin ' ,  come in where he is an ' 
�. "Boney , dr ink dat lemon j uice an ' dat aig whut ah done beat up . "  An' den 
.. have one han ' on ' is lef ' knee , an ' he dr ink dat , an ' be talkin ' to ' fm  all 
� while .  An ' from dat day on he ' ll always be wit me . He do anythin ' in de 
.arld he kin fo ' me , even if it ' s  a white man . 

[Several plac es in HOODOO mention black women and white men having sexual 
zalAtions , espec ially interview "HUSTLIN ' WOMAN" (pp . l 335-1344) , which says o f  
a-phis prostitutes , " Some (black) girls won ' t  fool with anything b u t  white 
aa4e , "  p . l 342,  line 28 . ]  

(You take a whole lemon and you roll it until it gets sof t ? ) 
Yessuh , an ' take a lemon squeezer or anythin ' an ' squeeze all of da t out as 

,a' kin git . 
(Then you put it into the glass - j ust the j uice or the whole lemon? ) 
De j uic e ,  j es '  de j uic e .  
(Then you put that milk in there? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . 
(lnything el se? ) 

Bo ,  nuthin el se . 
[ She do es no t consider spitt ing into the glass a part of the mixture ;  the egg 

Ia added later . ]  
An' let it  set in dere fo ' halfa day . Don ' make no d iff ' renc e if he come in 

)efo ' dat halfa day , don ' bothah it . Let it set dere halfa day an ' if he come i� 
1f he ain ' t goin ' be in dere halfa day , j es '  let it set dere until he come back 
�e . Den ah ' ll beat it up an ' come in dere where he is in bed an ' put mah han ' 
oa his left knee . 

An' j es '  lak if ah leave home an ' go on de  train somewhere an ' de man start 
flirt in '  wit me . Yo ' [ women] mostly do sompin fo ' men yo ' know . Ah tell yo ' 
�t ah do befo ' ah leave heah . Ah git mah onion an ' peppah - git black peppah 
dis t ime - sulphur an ' Jockey Club Perfume , an ' ah burn dat . An ' af tah it git 
dry. j es '  take it an ' rub it  in mah han ' , an ' put me some in a papah or anythin ' 
an' put it in mah pocket . An ' whensomevah ah ' m  on a train - dere ' s  a man down 
dere ,  an ' ah want s tub flirt  wit ' im ,  see . An ' HE ' LL T�DE OUR NAME [ introduce 
hiaself ] ,  an ' he ' ll be talkin ' , an ' heah ah bPUsh 'im down an ' let mah han ' hit 
h!. or sompin lak dat , yo ' know. An ' all de  while ah keep on talkin ' , till 
fin ' ly he ' ll keep askin ' fo ' a date or anythin ' , an ' kin he come roun ' . An' 
8ee1 an ' den ,  ah done made him den .  

(You use the red onion for tha t ? ) 
Yessuh,  de red onion an ' de black peppah . 
Ah cut de tail of his shirtta il out an ' wear it - where he wear ' em  clear 

clown - an ' wear it . See, turn it behin ' me an ' wear it . An ' if dey [.an aDd 
woman] on bad terms , why ah kin make ' im - he ' ll leave ' em  [ her ] . 

If ah don '  want ' im  tub leave me on bad terms , ah tell yo ' whut ah � do . 
Ah kin git some ha ir outa his ha id , ' bout two strand s of it , sprinkle dat vit 
black peppah an ' put it in his shirt pocket . If dey on bad teras. 1ak ea.Pbody 
�ht come in an ' tell me dey on bad terms , sprinkle it an ' put it in b1a pocket. 
AD' when she wash his shir t , lak see she ain ' t go in '  be knovia ' it in dere. cuz 
she goin '  come an ' tell me . When she go in ' wash dat shir t ,  she goin' a.pty dat 
pocket out - empty it out on d e  flo ' ,  in d e  middle of de flo ' .  AD' llhe 1 11  nevah 
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have no mo ' trouble wit her husban ' or dat man who somevah he i s .  
Dey take d e  hair o u t  de haid an ' put it  in vinegar - yo ' know, j es '  lettin ' 

it dissolve . Let it d issolve away in vinegar , an ' when it  dissolve in vinegar 
j es '  put it in somp in o p en an ' let it dry up . She let it dry up an ' af tah it 
dry up , take some inc ense an ' set i t  beside it an ' burn it . Burn dis  inc ense 
an ' stan ' ovah i t  wit chur e arm fold up ( ano ther body fumiga t ion rite of infor
mant ' s ] an ' make a wish fo ' wha t somevah ah want s  - if ah want s  some money . Lak 
somebody in bad [ trouble] yo ' know an ' ah don ' wanta b e  bo thahed wit ' em , or

--

sompin lak dat . [ INFORMANT DOES NOT WANT POLICE CASES , etc . ]  Always be mo ' fo ' 
luck,  yo ' know, fo ' money . 

If he drink whiskey, ah t ell yo ' whut chew kin do . Ah kin git ' im drunk . � 
some cigar ashes [ in the whiskey] an ' d en git ' im drunk . An ' ah take da t whi skey 
an ' wa sh his fac e in dat whiskey , an ' leave some in de bo ttle ' long wher e de ashes 
i s , an ' j es '  wash ' is fac e in it . An ' take a d i shrag , wash it ( hi s  fac e] wit a 
d ishrag , nuthin but a dishrag - wash his fac e wit dat whiskey . An ' d en take it 
an1 wa sh his pr ivate down dere wit  dat  whiskey , it  go in ' burn him lak anythin ' -
go in ' put peppah in it , black peppah in it , an ' it ' s  goin ' burn . An ' he ' ll nevah 
will drink no mo ' whiskey . Jes ' wa sh ' im in da t whi skey an ' he won '  nevah want 
no mo ' whiskey . 

Ah heard dat when yo ' kill a chicken , squeeze d e  blood out o f  d e  neck, yo ' 
know, wher e it always bleeds - don ' r ing his neck off , j es '  kill him when yo ' g it 
r eady . Pick him, see . An ' yo ' take an ' j es '  cut de neck off an ' take da t blood . 
D ip it o ff in da t tabl espoon an ' if yo ' kin git a measure of two tablespoons o f  
i t , put it  in a halfa pint of watah an ' let it be rain wa tah . An ' put l ime in 
dat watah - see,  dat lime will cut it an ' won '  make i t  look r ed .  An ' yo ' kin 
g ive it to him in his coffee . Evah mawnin ' when ah make his coff ee ,  put a table
spoon of dat in ' is coffee when ah ' m  sweeten ' it yo ' under s tan ' .  An ' den ,  ah 
tell yo ' he will be cra zy about chew, an ' he won ' run out wit no o thah woman . 
Evahthin' a woman say tub him, why he ' ll come back an ' t ell me . He ' ll come back 
an ' t ell me evahthin ' - if it ' s  about money or anythin ' ,  he ' ll come back an ' t ell 
me . Do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

Ah kin take a black hen ' s  a ig ,  lak if ah wanta cook somp in - cook corn br ead 
o r  anythin ' lak dat - ah take de black hen ' s  a ig an ' bust it an ' b ea t  da t aig up . 
When ah wanta cook corn br ead or somp in lak dat , ah goin ' save da t a ig - see da t 
aig fulla foam . Jes ' bea t  it , put dat salt on dat foam - see dat make it fall 
quickah . An' give it to dat man . See , ah kin eat some of it , it won ' make no 
diff ' r enc e lak da t .  An ' ( bu t ]  evah time he go tub ' er ,  he have a mind tub do 
sompin , an ' he kin g i t  r ight on d e  woman tub do somp in an ' when he g i t  r eady it 
will fall - i t  won ' t  do no good , fall r ight down . Jes ' lak dat salt will make 
dat a ig fall , dat ' s  d e  way he ' ll fall evah t ime . 

(This is the black hen ' s  egg ? ) 
Well , yo ' take his ( a  bat ]  heart out an ' put it in peppah an ' sal t ,  an ' sew 

i t  up in a bag wit lodestone an ' wear it in yore pocket - put i t  in yore pocket . 
All da t ' s  luck - j es '  ANY KINDA LUCK TUH MAKE A WISH.  SEE ( THERE ' S  A PAUSE] , 
AH ' M  A-CARRYIN ' ONE NOW . Ah go t dat fo ' luck - de heart of a bat . 

(And HERE IS A MYSTERY ! If she showed me the bag or hand, I would have sa id 
something about it ; if she d id no t show me the bag , I would have a sked , "May I 
see i t ? "  IT IS EVIDENT THAT I UNKNOWINGLY TURNED OFF THE MACHINE . I had seen 
many hands . THEY ARE NOT IMPRESSIVE , BUT THE HOPES AND FEARS , THE PHILOSOPHY OF 
L IFE BEHIND THEM , ARE AWESOME - EVEN TO A SKEPTIC L IKE ME . 

Take a buz zard - j es '  lak ah kill a buzzard an ' take him an ' j es '  wrap him an ' 
make a kno t - j es '  put fresh hog lard . Jes ' take a piece ( o f  buz zard ] an ' pu t 
fr esh hog lard in der e  an ' cook it  down t ill it gr ease . Yo ' know ,  j es '  git all 
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de stuff outa dere , all de water an ' j uice come out der e ,  an ' won ' t  be authin but 
arease . An ' put it in a j ar or sompin .  An ' ah kin take him an ' sr•se h:la [ a  
.an] . grease from heah , grease d e  skin an ' stuff yo ' know, an ' he ' ll  be always 
IQOd to yo ' [me ] . Yo ' know, yo ' kin do thin ' s an ' he won '  say nuthin tub yo' • 
!!J!hin ' yo ' do will be  all right wit ' im, he won ' t  say nuthin - lak he � in 
... yo ' be wit ano thah man, an ' he won '  say nuthin ' bout it . 

[The theory here is that buzzard grease makes you so l imber in body that you 
'-came mentally pliable - see margin title BUZZARD , p . 4 22 . ]  

Yo ' kin git a drop of dove ' s  blood in de palm of yore han ' , in de palm o f  
zure left han ' an ' put incense ,  dis incense powdahs in it [demonstrates ] .  Jes ' 
lak dat ,  yo ' put a little powdah in it . When yo ' pick dat powdah up lak da t ,  yo ' 
cake it an ' bury it undah yore do ' step ,  j es '  bury it . Dat ' ll keep d e  poleese 
�y from yo ' an ' dere ain ' t  nuthin dey kin do . De people kin snitah [report ] 
.. yo ' or do anythin ' dey wanta . Dey kin also proceed tuh do thin ' s but dat ' ll 
tRep ' em  ' way from yo ' .  Dey won '  bo thah yo ' ,  dey ' ll pass on away . 

Jes ' lak if ah go tuh a sto ' somewhere ,  uptown somewhere an ' steal sompin, yo ' 
t.Dv, an ' let somebody see me . Well , maybe dey see me an ' put d e  cops on me , see 
.e cops done see me wi t dis . See she ' ll wait t ill ah git home . An ' go r ight on 
ta.e an ' burn dis onion an ' sulphur . See , j es '  burn it  r ight in de middle of  de 
flo ' an '  some lodestone , burn dat lodestone in it . An ' if he come dere tuh ' rest 
.e. an ' prob ' bly she ' ll come wit ' im ,  an ' he ' ll search fo ' it . Ah kin have it 
.-dah mah bed or anywhere an ' he won ' t  even search fo ' it . Ah j es '  tell ' im ah 
tidn' t  carry it away , say , "Ah d idn ' t git it , she go t me wrong , ah didn ' t  git it . "  
AD' den , why he ' ll turn roun ' , turn on her den fo ' ' cusin ' me of  dese thin ' s .  
See. he won '  even search . 

[ONE OF THOSE INTERESTING BEATING OR HITTING RITES FOLLOWS : ]  
Lak if ah go t a co tton ma t tress an ' ah taken it out in de sunshine , airin ' 

)8 1  know, pr etend ah 'm airin '  it , ah take a FORKED STICK an ' beat it . Take dat 
�ked stick an ' beat it . An ' de side he lay on , [open it and ] j es '  f ill it wit 
.-ppah ,  red peppah an ' salt - d e  side he use [ uses]  tuh sleep on , see . An ' ah ' ll 
..- dat tick back up , an ' de st ick ah beat it wit , ah stick it up tuh de cornah 
Gf de house , an ' he won '  nevah disagree ' bout nuthin . Jes ' anythin ' ah do is all 
rl&ht , j es '  anythin ' is all right wit ' im . He is lak a strangah : if he come in 
lie don '  care whut ah do , nobody kin tell ' im  nuthin or anythin ' .  Jes ' keep ' im  
..dah good control .  

(Any kind o f  forked st ick? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . An ' ah kin be workin ' fo ' some white people an ' do ' em  up dat 

�· She have me cleanin ' up , yo ' know, an ' ah kin take dat co tton [mattress] 
.. - don '  have tuh be [ do ]  nuthin but j es '  put salt an ' peppah on de side dat -
JD 1  know, if he have anythin ' tuh do wit me , why , an ' she won '  say nuthin about 
�- [The second reference to her with white men . ] Nuthin he do - he kin play 
�t ae, he kin take me home , an ' when ah git off from work an ' [ he ]  be out late 
� ae an ' she won ' t  say nuthin ' bout dat . Jes ' do anythin ' he wan ' tuh . 

(You use that forked s t ick, and you beat this mattress with that? ) 
Yessuh . 
Yo ' drink dis saxafras [ sassafras]  roo t .  Yo ' take ' em [ roo ts]  an ' let hit 

£y - hang hit up an ' let hit dry . An ' aftah it dry , yo ' an ' ' im  both aant a 
e-iDk, why yo ' make it [ sassafras tea ] . Yo ' always make his separate. UDdah
.ran '  1 have his in a separate thin ' . An ' when ah git his made 1  ah kin take SOIIle 
fa8dah, j es '  a pinch of face powdah, yo ' know, any kinda povdah lak dis 1 j es '  a 
fa8dah, an ' sprinkle-like , but no t in dere [ the dr ink] , j es ' spriDkle hit in de 
.-acah. Jes ' spr inkle d e  powdah in dis saucah where he goin ' take it at . An '  
aftah h e  drink it den he might say , "What make i t  smell so sweet! " or SOIIlpin lak 
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dat . "Oh, dat ain ' t nuthin but de tea . Dr ink it . " Well , aftah he drink dat , 
give it tuh him fo ' three mawnin ' s straight . Give it tuh him three mawnin ' s  
stra ight an ' ah won ' t  have no mo ' trouble wit ' im .  Anythin ' ah wanta do or say, 
kin be wit mah men . An ' ah kin put ' im out any t ime of de t ime tuh go git ' em  
an ' he ' ll go git ' em . An ' let it be red [ strong sassafras tea ]  an ' make [ let ] 
it set dere an ' spr inkle powdah in de saucah . An ' den let ' im dr ink it fo ' three 
mawnin ' s straight 1 an ' AH KIN HAVE HIM SO AH KIN SEND ' IM  FO ' ANY MAN AH WANT . 

Jes ' lak ah an ' him walkin ' , go in ' somewhere ,  yo ' know, makin ' love an ' evah
thin ' , an ' he kin b e  sweatin ' , an ' yo ' see mah han ' [my helper or power ] - ah ' m  
always got dat onion an ' sulphur lak dat wit me . He kin be sweat in '  an ' ah kin 
rub mah han ' down dere lak ah ' m  playin ' on ' is left arm where he sweat at , an ' 
put it [ hand � bag hold ing onion and sulphur ] back in mah pocket lak dat . He ' s  
nevah b e  [been] nuthin tuh me . Well , he ' ll come an ' fall in love wit me , he ' ll 
always got sompin tuh give me , or call me up an ' have somp in tuh tell me . 

Well , j es '  lak ah ' m  workin ' heah on a j ob ,  workin ' some plac e ,  she ' s  liable 
tuh f iah me any t ime she wanta 1  expec i ' lly if ah ' m  cookin ' or house cleanin ' or 
anythin1 lak dat ,  why ah t ell yo ' whut ah kin do . See ,  ah 'm cookin ' , why ah kin 
make mah bread [ (record ing bad) and something else and probably puts something in 
them] - ah know she ' s  crazy about ' em  - fo ' three days , three mawnin ' s .  Ah make 
it three mawnin ' s ,  an ' she come tuh be crazy ' bout me . She wouldn ' t  f iah me . Ah 
kin quit any time ah want tuh an ' go back .  

(She won ' t  f ire you a t  all ? )  
She won ' t  fiah me , ah kin quit any t ime ah wanta , an ' ah kin g o  back an ' git 

mah j ob .  Ah know dat ' s  true ' cuz  ah do dat where ah ' m  workin ' now. 
At de same t ime ah kin be goin ' wit her man [ a  white man, see ZateP] ,  an ' she 

won ' b ' lieve nuthin unt il she quits ' im .  Ah kin fix ' er so she go off an ' leave 
him an ' stay three or fo ' days . She j es '  run off by night , run off - she won ' t  
leave town, j es '  run off . An ' ,  wee! , derefo ' ,  ah had tuh stay dere wit de kid s . 
She got kids an '  ah have tuh stay dere wit ' em. Well , now she goin ' off  de same 
time he goin '  wit me , see . Whut a h  d o  d a t  fo ' ,  tuh git ' im  tuh be wit me . 

An1 he kin give me any ' mount of money tuh go uptown an ' spend on de kid s ,  
an ' all a h  have left why spend on mahself . Den ah come back an ' she won ' say 
nuthin about it . 

An' ah kin take de kids an ' stay wit me . 
(Are they whit e  children or colored ? )  
White . Ah kin take d e  kids an ' stay wit me an ' she ain ' t  bothain '  ' bout ' em . 

Ah kin keep 1em wit me two or three nights in town at mah home an ' she ain ' t 
bothahin ' ' bout ' em . An ' if ah guit 1 she bawls about near crazy . SOMETIMES AH 
QUIT AN ' LEAVE TOWN AN' GO OUT ON CUNJURE BUSINESS , an ' she near about goes crazy . 
She wr ites tuh me an ' ah have tuh come back.  She j es '  can ' t  stand fo ' me tuh 
quit . She kin have some othahs workin ' fo ' ' er an ' she wants me . 

If he gits funny wit me , yo ' know, somp in, comes flir t in '  tuh me yo ' know, in 
a pr ivate or public plac e ,  ah git tuh flir t in '  wit de man . An ' why he gits funny 
an ' - ah f ix his breakfast . Ah always f ix his breakfast an ' ah have his coffee 
an ' ah have dat dirt  [dead skin] outa de hollah of mah foot an ' put dat in his 
coffee - git ' im on dat . But if ah slack up on it , why yo ' know it git weak . 
If ah slack up , why it git weak; an ' ah do dat , why he j es '  goes an ' ah kin do 
anythin ' ah wanta . Ah don ' have tuh work.  All de rest of ' em  kin be workin ' , 
killin ' deyself , an ' ah j es '  be messin ' aroun ' dere . An ' he git on dem [ bawZs 
them out, upbraids  them] ah would nevah def end ' em, see . He be crazy about me 
an ' she will too . 

[ The thr ee f inal and or iginal transcr ipt ion pages (triple-line spaced and 
numbered 71-73 ) are not here with the otherwise complete interview . They, needed 
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aa.e years ago for a collect ion of ma t erial about handS , were used in �he t.por
Unt margin t itle : HAND POWER RENEWED BY DOCTOR (see HOODOO , vol . l , Ro .l978 . 
p. S80) . ]  

"AH DON ' TALK PLAIN" 

DRY A LIZARD AN ' IF A PERSON IS NICE LOOJUN ' • • •  
AN ' YO ' WANTED 'EM SPOTTED • • •  DRY DAT LIZARD AN ' 

GRIND DE DUST UP AN ' GIVE IT TUH 'EM [ IN FOOD OR DRINK] 
YO ' KNOW DE LIZARD CHANGES COLOR 

WELL DAT PERSON 'S COMPLEXION WILL GO JIS ' LAK DAT LIZARD 
SOMETIME ONE COLOR,. SOMETIME ANOTHAH 

YO ' GIT CHEW A BRAN ' -NEW KNIFE • • •  AN ' SPOON • • •  
PUT DAT SPOON AN ' DAT KNIFE CROSSWAYS 

IN DE CORNAH BEHIN ' DE DO ' • • •  DAT WILL KEEP YO ' FROM MOVIN ' 
IF YO ' DON 'T WANT DE LAN ' LORD TUH PUT CHEW OUT 

IF YO ' WANT A GAMBLIN ' "HAN ' "  YO ' GIT CHEW A 'ISH [ IRISH] POTATO • • •  
KETCH ONE DAT 'S SPROUT IN ' UP,. TAKE DAT EYE OFF • • •  

PUT IT IN DE CENTAH OF DE POTATO • • •  GIT CHEW SOME "STEEL DUST " • • •  
(TAKE THIS EYE FROM THE END OF THE POTATO • • •  DIG A HOLE • • •  

DIG HOLE • • •  IN • • •  CENTER OF • • •  POTATO • • •  PUT IT IN THAT HOLE AND SEAL IT UP?) 
YEAH,. AN ' PUT IT RIGHT IN YORE POCKET 

(YOUR LEFT POCKET?) 
YES • • •  BUT ALWAYS REMEMBAH TUH PUT CHURE HAN ' 
ON DAT POTATO BEFO ' YO ' PULL YORE MONEY OUT 

DEY WRITE CHURE NAME DO WN AN ' SEW IT UP IN HEM 
IN DE FROG BEFO ' HE DIES AN ' WHEN DAT FROG DIES 

YO ' HANG 'IM IN DE SUN AN ' EVAH MA WNIN ' 
YO ' WHIP [DEAD FROG] FO ' THREE DAYS 

IN DE FIFTH DAY YO 'RE GONE! YO 'RE DEAD ! 

ALGIERS , LOUISIANA 

[Only towards the end of the interview does informant say, "Ah guess yo ' 
..dahstan ' ah don ' t talk plain nohow. " Nothing I had said , no attitude of •iDe 
caold have induced the remark . Actually she may have b een apologizing for her 
GirD success . Her impediment , harelip or what , I no longer remember . Stutterinl 
..a rare , I recall only two cases - one of them in Florida stut ter ing badly. This 
.a.an, informant 15 95 ,  competent , and with some new things , was recorded on cyl
iaders El64 : 15-El68 : 4  • 2997-3001 . ]  

Well ,  if yo ' want a gamblin ' han ' , yo ' git chew a ' ish [ Irish] potato an' ,o '  
take a knife . Ketch one dat ' s  sproutin ' up , take dat eye off . Yo ' cake �� an' 
Ja� it in de  centah of de po tato . Af tah yo ' put it  in de  centah of de pota� . 
JU '  sit chew some stee l dust ,  dey call it , an ' den yo ' put de ere r1rh� dGvD in 
.. c entah of dat potato . Den yo ' take it an ' put it on de lef 1-Ma1 d.de of yore 
pcket , an ' when yo ' go out tuh gamble , yo ' put chure han ' aa cia� .... place yore 
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money on it an ' each bet yo ' make yo ' ll win . 
(You put the po tato in your lef t-hand - in your left pocket ? )  
Yes . 
(You must take this eye from the end of the potato . Then you must dig a hole 

right in the center of the po tato and put it in that hole and seal it up? ) 
Yeah, an ' yo ' put it right in yore pocket . 
(Your lef t pocket? ) 
Yes . When yo ' git  ready tub go out to gamble ,  yo ' place yore han '  upon dat . 

Take de f irst bet da t chew gonna win an ' cut out d e  win an ' put chure han ' in 
dere an ' put it on de table . But always remembah tub put chure han ' on dat 
po tato befo ' yo ' pull yore money out . 

Lak yo ' wuz runnin ' a spo 'tin ' house or sompin, yo ' understan ' ,  an ' yo ' wanta 
keep de law from dere,  yo ' git chew a bran ' -new mop an ' saw it right in half . 
Den yo ' take da t thread [ thread s = thrums , or iginally of  yarn or rags]  lak dis 
[ demonstrates ] an ' yo ' plait it , an ' stand it up in de cornah . Take yo ' a little 
sugah an ' c innamon an ' sprinkle it all aroun ' dat mop handle . Ah don ' t mean de 
part  whut chew throw away . Yo ' under stan ' whut ah mean . 

(You save the par t [ the half of  the mop ] tha t has the thread s on it? ) 
Yessuh , da t ' s  de one yo ' take . Yo ' take an ' plait it,  an ' yo ' stan ' it up in 

de cornah . 
(You- plait the thread s .  Is  the mop part down or up? ) 
Yo ' see de mop whut chew wipes de flo ' wit ,  yo ' understan ' ,  Yeah, dat ' s  down 

tub de flo ' . All right . Aftah yo ' saw it off , yo ' take it an ' stan ' it up in de 
cornah an ' yo ' plait it j i s '  lak yo ' plai t de ha ir . Yo ' stan ' it in de cornah . 
Yo ' put chure cinnamon an ' yor e sugah aroun ' dere,  an ' no law in de worl ' kin 
touch yo ' . 

(What do you do with that piec e  you saw off ? ) 
Dat piece da t chew sawed off , yo ' takes dat - listen good . Af tah yo ' plait 

dat string [ o f  the mop ] - don ' t  touch it [ sawed-off mop handle] ' fore yo ' plait 
dat string . Yo ' pla it da t string [ par t ]  an ' stan ' it in de cornah , an ' d en yo ' 
take da t othah one [ sawed-off mop handle] an ' yo ' lay it right crossways undah
neat ' de do ' .  Yo ' know whut ah mean , as yo ' come up d e  step , undah d e  step , but 
put it toward de sill of de do ' .  

(To be sure [ I  understand ] .  You put the handle down and the mop par t up . Is 
that the idea ? )  

Yeah, d e  part wit dat [ plaited ] hair [ the strand s of the mop ] yo ' put dat up , 
lak yo ' pla it ha ir .  Da t ' s d e  way [ demonstrates ] .  

(Tha t rope part , that ' s  stand ing up , and the handle par t down? ) 
Dat ' s  correc t .  
Well , ' card in ' tub whut kinda [ court ] ca se i t  is . Well , ah tell yo ' we take 

it disaway.  Now if yo 1 d be in a b ig row-lak [ here a robb ery] an ' yo '  don ' t want 
de fellah tub ketch up wit chew. Undahstan ' ,  yo ' wanta git goin ' [ get away fa s t ]  
dat chew kin make yore way .  Yo ' git chew a do zen of aigs an ' each place [ town] 
dat chew gittin ' [ reach] Yo ' drop one [ egg ] an ' git [ continue] go in ' . Now � 
yo ' g it tub de la st place where yo ' wanta git off a t ,  yo ' drop dat [ last]  aig an ' 
git off dere,  an ' yo ' break it good an ' yo ' pick de shell up an ' tie it u� in de 
cornah of yore han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' stick it right down yore right pocket , an git 
goin ' . Yo ' go t ' em . 

(Do you have to go through twelve states? ) 
Yo ' see it ' cardin ' tub where yore go in ' . Yo ' see . Now, lak yo ' say we ' ll 

pitch out [ start out ] from heah now tub Texa s ,  if yo ' had done a robbery heah in 
Algiers . Den yo ' wanta git away . Yo ' git twelve aig s ,  dat ' s  a dozen . Yo ' break 
dat aig an ' git go in' , an ' each state [ town] yo ' git [ reach] , yo ' drop it , yo 1 
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undahstan ' - lak yo ' goin ' through at night down by Gretna , yo ' drop dat •is an '  
keep a-goin ' . When yo ' git tub de last place where yo ' wanta git off . zo' take 
dat aigshell [ and put it in your right pocket ] . 

(In other words , you j ust drop ten of tho se eggs between Algiers and vbere you 
a1:e going , and the twelfth egg you d'top tl\e'I e1 ) 

Dat ' s  correc t . 
(You can drop those eggs any place along the way . ) 
Yeah . 
He ' s  in j ail an ' his trial hasn ' t  come up , an ' whut chew wanta do ? Git ht. o 

out or yo ' want his trial tub come up or whut ?  
(Get h im  off , o r  a light time , something o f  that sort . )  
Yo ' wanta git him off  on light time . Well , right . Yo ' take an ' write his 

name down . Lis t en good at whut ah ' m  t ellin ' yo ' .  Write his name down nine times 
an ' af tah yo ' wr ite his name down nine times , yo ' git chew a block of ice an ' two 
needles an ' put dem two needles . Drive dem two needles right ' cross dat ice an ' 
put his name undahneat '  dere , an ' dat ' s  all tub dat . 

(How do you write tho se names down nine times? One r ight under the o ther ? ) 
Yo ' see yo ' take ' em  lak dis [ demonstrates ] ,  see, den yo ' take de  othah one 

lak dis . Write ' em intuh one . 
(All into one . You put the needles into the paper , don ' t you? ) 
No , no ! Yo ' put dat papah . Jis ' lak mah han ' is heah [demonstrates ] .  Yo ' 

put dat papah down an ' yo ' put de ice j is '  lak dis , on top of dat . 
(Where do you put the needles though? ) 
Yo ' take de needles an ' drive through de ice .  Yo ' nevah saw dat done? 
(No . )  
Well , dey kin go through de ice ,  work ' em  through dere . 
(How do you work them through into the ic e now? ) 
Yo ' take de needle j is '  lak mah f ingah heah . 
(That ' s  the point ? )  
Yeah, an ' yo ' take i t  an ' j i s '  keep on drillin ' , drillin ' , drillin ' . Dat 

steel goin ' tub draw dat needle right on through dat ice .  
(You put them in this way? )  
Yes . 
All right , now, lak a person is sentenc e '  tub be hung or a per son is sentence ' 

fo ' lifetime or sompin, yo ' kin change de  j udge min ' an ' have ' im tub contahdic ' 
his own word dat he spoke . 

All right , all yo ' do is go right on tub market an ' git chew a - dey call it  
tripe . Ah don ' know if yo ' undahstan ' dat . [ Imagine ! I ,  the author , who had 
had tripe in many ways in Paris from 1 923 through the years ! ]  Well , yo ' take 
J0 1 a tripe an ' take de j udge name, an ' yo ' write de  j udge name down an ' yo ' � 
�t in dat tripe , an ' dis person name, an ' fold it ovah an ' make three folds.  Row, 
when yo ' git it [ folded ]  yo ' git chew some needles an ' pins an ' put it dere.  Be 
cain ' t go no fur thah den where dey f ined ' im, he ' s  go t ta come [ fr ee] . 

(What do you do with that tripe? Where do you put it? ) 
Well , yo ' kin take de  tripe an ' put it anywhere ,  it don ' make no diff 'reo '  

wber e  yo ' put it . Yo ' see it don ' make no diff ' ren ' where yo ' put it . Yo ' see, 
J0 1  kin lay it in eithah cornah of yor e  room . 

(Here ' s  your tripe.  You put the j udge ' s  name in f ir st ,  then you put this .an 
that you are trying to get off . You put his name on top of that? )  

Yeah, dat ' s correc ' .  Fold dat ovah , yeah , three times . Den yo ' 1�t c:hu:re 
.eedles an ' yor e  p ins . Now listen [ demonstrates] ,  yo ' s tick oae aeedle dis way 
aa' one d isaway , an ' put d e  pin . 

(Across that , and one that way , and one that way, across the tripe. ) [Crosses 
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are made with the needles and pins . ]  
Oat ' s  correc ' .  
(Then you put that tr ipe away while he ' s  • • •  ) 
Yeah . 
(What about a beef tongue? )  
Well 1 yo ' see 1 now it ' s  ' card in ' tuh sompin lak d is 1  a per son bein ' in d if f i

culties . Yo ' undahstan ' whut ah mean1 yo ' know. Yo ' know1 dey in a whole lotta 
trouble or sompin of  de kind 1 an ' anothah person - lak take me dat ah wanta talk 
false on ' em . Undahstan ' whut ah mean . Yo ' take dere name an ' put dere name in 
dat beef tongue 1  yo ' undahstan ' .  All r ight when dey sit up dere in front de 
j udge dey cain ' t say nuthin . [ This is not a well-described beef-tongue rite . ] 

Yo ' goes somewhere where yo ' know de people away lots an ' yo ' git chew a black 
hen aig . Yo ' take dat aig an ' yo ' roll it  three time in cayenne peppah [ d emon
strates] . 

(Just roll it back and forth . ) 
Jis ' roll it backwards an ' forwards lak dat . Three times . An ' yo ' sits right 

tuh de do ' an ' break dat aig an ' dey gonna go in two or three days . Dey gotta go . 
(That will move them out . But you must roll that egg backwards and forwards . )  
Backwards an ' forwards in dat cayenne peppah three t imes . 
Whut chew do 1 yo ' git chew a bran ' -new knife .  l isten good 1 an ' spoon an ' yo ' 

take an ' put dat spoon an ' dat knif e crossways in de cornah behin ' de do ' .  an ' 
dat ' s  all . 

(What will that do then?)  
Dat will keep yo '  f rom movin ' 1 if yo ' don ' t  want de lan ' lord tuh put chew out . 
All right . Oat ' s  whut we wanta talk about . Yo ' git chew a piece of  bran ' -new 

chalk1 white chalk1 an ' yo ' goes in de cornah an ' yo ' make a ' nitial heah . Say 
now1 we ' 11 take it lak d is heah [demonstrates] .  All r ight 1 an ' de "D" ovah heah 
an ' de "W'' ovah dere . Make it in de fo ' cornahs o f  d e  house . 

( I  would initial in the four corners o f  the house? )  
Yes 1 but chew g it white chalk1 but be shure dat de chalk has nevah been used . 

An ' dat ' s  all . Now anybody dat move in dere dey cain ' t stay . Dey gotta go . 
(That will cross up the house? )  
[ These initials .  any initials .  are drawn in a rotation so that the two d iag

onals of the four corners cross each o ther making an "X" or cross  - crossing up 
the house . THIS IS THE MAGIC OF THE DIAGONAL OR CATERCORNER MAGIC . ]  

Dat will cross de house. dat nobody else kin rent it . 
(Or if they move in they can ' t  stay ? )  

Dey cain ' t  stay . 
(One initial in each corner o f  the room? ) 
In de f o ' cornah o f  de house . But be shure tuh git bran ' -new chalk . 
If dey wanta keep yo ' goin ' 1 dey kin keep yo ' goin ' wit chure foot track.  Yo ' 

take yore foot track an ' measure it . Carry tonight down tuh de c emetery1 or take 
it an ' put it in a bottle an ' throw it ovah de r ivah1 an ' j is '  as dat bottle 
drif t down yo ' ll continue dr if t in ' . Take dat foot s tep o f  yor ' n 1 j is '  lak yo ' 
put chure f oo t  in de sand 1 an ' take it . 

(Do they take the whole f oo t 1 that d ir t 1  or j ust the string that they measure 
it  with? ) 

Listen. dey gits down an ' wit a piece o f  cord an ' dey measure dat 1  yo ' see . 
(What about the cemetery? You said they d id something at the graveyard . too ? )  
Why sho ' . 
(What would you do with it if you took it to the cemetery? )  
Now1 yo ' see i f  dey take it tuh de cemetery. dat br ings yo ' dere . Dat makes 

yo ' d ie 1  yo ' undahstan ' whut ah mean . De way dey fixes it 1 dat kills yo ' .  
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(They take that measure from your foot track? ) 
Yeah, an ' dey brings yo ' right tuh de cemetery . Yo ' gotta go . 
Ah tell yo ' whut ah would do if a man would leave home . Take mah la!!p an '  

clean ma h  lamp nice,  an ' take an ' write his name down nine times , an ' ah' d  g ic  
-h stee l dust an ' mah sugah an ' cinnamon an ' put it in dere an ' bring him ri&ht 
on back . Write de name down . Yo ' burn de light on it . Yo ' undahstan ' whut ah 
�n . Yo ' take de name . 

(You got it in the lamp . What do you do af ter you put it in the lamp? )  
Yo ' put de oil in dere an ' den yo ' light dat light . An ' dat ' ll draw htm . 
[While machine is stopped , informant says something about running them crazy 

with hair . 1 
( Suppose you run them crazy with the hair , then . ) 
Well , yo ' take de hair - yo ' kin take dey hair an ' do many things .  Yo ' kin 

take dere hair an ' bury it in de cemetery wit a dime , a silvah dtme,  run ' em  
crazy . 

Yo ' kin take a person hair , if yo ' wanta put ' em  down undahneat ' chure feet . 
If yo ' d  leave from heah - yo ' kin leave from heah , an ' if de person is heah, yo ' 
kin carry ' em  right on wit chew.  If yo ' kin git dere hair , or if dere any way 
fo ' dem tuh git dat hair , BUT IT ' S  ALWAYS IN KNOWIN ' HOW TUH DO IT . [For simi
larly knowin ' ,  see second title quotation on p . l883 . ] Now yo ' gotta take , yo ' 
git chew sompin dey call a lodestone , de first thing . Yo ' buy yo ' a bran ' -new 
broom , yo ' take three straws off dis broom. An ' when yo ' leavin ' ,  yo ' throw dat 
broom ovah yore shouldah ,  an ' yo ' take dere hair an ' dem straws an ' go . An '  dey 
gotta follah yo ' evahwhere yo ' go . 

(Now suppo se I was leaving here and I wanted this woman to follow me . I ' d  get 
me the broom , and I ' d  get some of  her hair , and take three broomstraws , and as  I 
leave , I ' d  throw this broom back over my shoulder , the left shoulder . Then I 
would put these three broomstraws and her hair , keep it about me some place,  and 
then she has to follow me? ) 

Dat ' s  r ight , she ' s  gotta go . 
( She ' ll come with me . )  
Take a per son in co ' t  or sompin of de kin ' , yo ' kin take an ' write dere name 

down an ' yo ' put dere name as fur as yo ' kin git it in de broom , undahstan ' .  Don ' 

stan ' de straws up, stan ' de broom down an ' put it behin ' yore do ' .  Dey keep � 

go in ' tuh j ail . 
(Keep them go ing to j ail? ) 
Yo ' see, a per son dat yo ' wanta keep go in ' tuh j ail , undahstan ' good , lak ae 

or anybody else . Yo ' wanta keep me goin ' tuh j a il .  Yo ' take an ' write mah aa.e 
an ' stick it down r�ght direc ' ly in dat broom an ' stan ' it down lak dis wit de 
straw down . 

( In other words you would do that and it would send me to j a il? ) 
Yeah. 
Stop his nature.  Well , yo ' take dere name an ' yo ' take dere urine au ' PD! it 

in a bottle an ' yo ' git chew foah Ok-riys [ okras ] ,  do se green things. greea at
rllys , an ' yo ' take de seed outa each 5k-ray . Take fo ' seeds outa each Ok-ray. 
Den yo ' write dere name an ' yo ' put it down in dere ur ine an ' turn i� [bo��le] 
upside down . Dat ' s  got ' em .  It ' s  ' cordin ' tuh whut chew want it to do. If ,o ' 
don ' want ' em  tuh go about , yo ' understan ' whut ah mean . 

(Give me a parable , explain what you are doing that for . )  (Thia ami ptZZ'tlble, 
here meaning an explanation,  I picked up from numerous iDfo�ta . ]  

Yo ' see, ah ' m  s o  bashful , ah don ' lak tuh talk . [ This � r.arely oc
curred - see INTRODUCTION . ]  Well , da t keeps from goin ' aa' b&Yia1 .-�bah person, 
havin ' intahco ' se .  
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(How many t imes do you write the name down? Just once on a piece of paper ? )  
Oat ' s  all yo ' gotta do . Look, yo ' take dere name , de f irst name , lak yo ' 

would take me . Ah ' m  Ollie Johnson . All right , now [ demonstrates ] lak yo ' put 
Violie [ Ollie] heah an ' put Johnson ' way down , an ' put dat right on down on it . 
Yo ' understan ' whut ah mean? 

(You write that name once? ) 
Yeah . 
Yo ' kin take dey shoe an ' yo ' kin run ' em  away from town . See,  when dey walk 

out de do ' in de mawnin ' , well yo ' kin throw dat sho e  behin ' dem an ' dat ' ll keep 
' em  go in ' an ' dey ' ll nevah come back tuh de do ' .  

Yo ' kin take a person shoe an ' yo ' kin bury it an ' put ' em  on a drag , dat 
dey ' ll nevah b e  able tuh come up in de worl ' .  

Well , ah tell yo ' anothah thin ' about de sho e .  Yo ' kin take de shoe an ' keep 
it ups ide down an ' de person , dey mind will b e  j is '  lak dis - crazy minded . 

Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' bury it an ' make her be undah yore feet ,  
put her undah yore feet . 

If yo ' want a man tuh be undah yore feet , yo ' take his sock an ' yo ' bury it 
an ' put him undah yore feet . But yet an ' still yo ' got ta use - yo ' g it chew some 
lodestone , needles an ' black thread , an ' put it down dere . 

(Tell me how it ' s  used . What do you do with that black thread? )  
Yo ' bury it right a t  de steps . Yo ' see , j is '  lak - yo ' take it an ' wrap it 

around de stockin ' . Yo ' git chew some lodestone an ' yo ' put de name in dere , an ' 
yo ' wrap dat black thread aroun ' dat ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' bury it right at de 
steps dat chew got ta come in at , yo ' undahstan ' .  Dig a hole an ' bury it der e .  
Dat keeps ' em  undahneat '  chew .  

Dat photograph, yo ' wouldn ' t  wanta take it an ' bury it , yo ' wouldn ' t  wanta 
take it an ' burn it up or anythin ' , if yo ' wanted tuh draw a person back tuh yo ' 
or sompin of de kind . Yo ' kin j is '  take dere pitchure an ' write dere name on it 
an ' put dey fac e right behin ' de bed , de face tuhwards de bed ,  yeah . An ' when yo ' 
put de fac e tuhwards de bed ,  dat ' s  all . 

(What will that do ? )  
If yo ' wanta bring dem back tuh yo ' .  
Dat kin run yo ' crazy . Now yo ' take graveyard dirt an ' yo ' take mah name or 

anybody else name . Put mah name in de graveyard dirt an ' take it an ' stop it up 
in a bottle an ' turn it upside down , an ' it ' ll run me crazy . 

(What do you do with that bottle? ) 
Yo ' bury it right by de house . 
(Do you write the name onc e or twice? ) 

Yo ' take de name an ' yo ' list it down one t ime .  
Git de boss name , if yo ' know his name it would b e  all right , yo ' git de j ob . 

All yo ' do , yo ' take de boss name an ' yo ' write it down nine t imes . All right . 
Yo ' take it an ' yo ' put it in yore r ight-foot sho e .  All right . Put a li ' le 
sugah an ' c innamon an ' yo ' draw him r ight up undahneat '  chew, an ' when yo ' go tuh 
him an ' tell him dat chew want a j ob ,  all r ight yo ' got chure j ob .  

Tuh put a person on a drag , yo ' j is '  den take dere name an ' write it , an ' 
carry it an 1 chip a hole in de tree an ' bury it right in dat tree , an ' dat ' s  all 
tuh dat . Don ' need tuh put nuthin wit it but j is '  dere name . 

If a per son wanta go out an ' row up samebody . All right , all he do is take 
his clo thes an ' turn his topshirt , yo ' know whut ah mean , his undershirt on de 
wrong side . Turn de front tuh de back an ' den aftah yo ' turn de shirt , listen 
good , take his right-foo t  sock an ' turn it , an ' turn i t  de same . Take his left
foo t  sock an ' keep it de same way .  Ah guess yo ' undahstan ' , ah don ' talk plain 
nohow. All right , den aftah he do dat ,  den he gits ready tuh go out , he take a 
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g1as s  an ' throw three glasses o f  watah , an ' when he go in ' out he throw ' ea  lak 
dis [ d emonstrat e s ]  ovah his shouldah . Now , he ' s  go in ' dis way , an ' den be throw 
de watah behin ' him ,  an ' he go an ' do anythin ' he want s  tub do . 

Tub drive a person away , yo ' kin take der e name an ' put it  in de coconut . an '  
roll it  aroun ' o n  d e  flo ' three times , an ' take i t  an ' throw it  in de rivah . Bat 
puts 'em on de d:l>i [t. 

(How would you roll that around o n  the floor thr ee t imes? ) 
Jis ' take it an ' roll it  lak dis [ d emonstrat e s ] , roll it lak dat . Yo ' undah-

stan ' whut ah mean , j i s '  roll it lak dat . 
(Just hit it t ill it roll s ? ) 
Yes . Den take it  an ' yo ' go down to de mout ' o f  d e  r ivah . 
Take a onion if yo ' wanta give a per son troubl e .  Yo ' take a onion an ' yo ' 

write dere name down nine times , an ' yo ' take yo ' three brass tacks - tacks wit 
de haid on ' em , but dey must be brass .  An ' yo ' wri t e  dere name an ' roll dem 
tacks up in dere [ the p iece of paper holding the names ] an ' put ' em  in dat onion . 
AD '  take yo ' some whit e  thread , brown thr ead an ' black thread [ three color s ]  an ' 
cross ' em , j is '  lak yo ' go in ' make a ball . When yo ' git down tub d e  edge o f � 
rivah , yo '  throw i t  ovah d e  r ight [ shoulder ] an ' let it  go down [ the r iver ] an ' 
.ake yor e  wish . 

(Throw i t  back over your shoulder . You j ust wrap tho se thr eads around like 
you were making a thread ball ? )  

Yes , j is '  lak yo ' thr ead in '  a ball . 
(What do es that do ? )  
Well , yo ' want ed tub drag 'em or PUn 'em clean outa d e  town . 
Yo ' wr i t e  his name down , de f ellah whut done de killin ' . Yo ' wr ite his name 

down an ' put it in a white saucer , an ' take yo ' a r ed candle an ' 25¢ , a s ilvah 
quar tah , an ' place it dere an ' draw ' im back .  

(Just burn that candle? ) 
Yes , yo ' put his name - wr i t e  his name on a piece of papah [demonstrates ] .  
(The candle is right on top of the silver quart er . )  
Dat ' s  correc t . 
[ While machine is s topped , I ask how I can put out a candle someone is burning 

against me . ) 
Why yo ' take yore two [ broom ] straws an ' cro ss i t  in yor e  haid , o r  take yo ' 

same coffee an ' put it  right up in de cent er o f  yor e  haid . Dat ' s  all . 
(What kind o f  co f f ee? ) 
Co ffee , yo ' know whut chew dr ink, but dry co f f ee , see , lak yo ' git a pound of 

coffee . 
(You mean co ffee that hasn ' t  been used ? ) 

Yeah , dat ' s  correct . 
(No t co ffee grounds? ) 
[C lumsily I have been f ishing for unground co f f ee beans . A CANDLE BURBIRC 

AGAINST YOU SOMETIMES MAKES YOU SLEEPY , COFFEE KEEP S YOU AWAKE . ) 
(You say that will make this candle go out ? )  
Put i t  out . 
Kin take candles , if yo ' wanta draw money, an ' yo ' take a green caadle an' 

burn it  tub St . Raymond . If yo ' don '  have bread in de home , yo '  take yo1 a brown 
candle an ' burn it tub S t . Anthony . If yo ' haven ' t  got no work. 110 kJ.ud of luck, 
yo '  take an ' burn it tub St . Rita ,  an ' ask her . I f  yo '  got a haahaa1 dat don1 
tr eat chew r ight ,  yo ' pray tub St . Rita an ' she ' ll f ind a way fo ' zo ' . 

(What color candle would you use for St . Rita? ) 
Well , yo ' take St . Rita an ' yo ' kin take a r ed candle . Bat ' s  9k� '9· 
A gr een candle is fo ' money . 
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A brown candle is fo ' bread , dat ' s  fo ' St . Anthony . 
Take dere name an ' write it  down , an ' go tub d e  hydrant an ' git chew a glass 

of watah . wr ite dere name down , listen good , an ' put it j is '  lak dis , undah a 
glas s ,  an ' g o  tub de hydrant [and ] say, "De Name of de Father, de Son an ' de Ho ly 
Ghost , ah want Sech-an ' -sech a one tub come back, de one dat took sech-an ' -sech 
a thin ' . " Dey comin ' back r ight now . 

(You j ust put this name under the glass and then f ill the glass with water? ) 
Yessuh , dat ' s  whut chew do . 
(Where do you put this glass? ) 
Jis ' put it anywhere yo ' want , don ' make no d iff ' ren ' . 
Yo ' see , lak yo ' cain ' t rest at night , all yo ' do is bless yore home wit dat .  

Jis ' take i t  an ' sprinkle it aroun ' de home . Dat ' s  all ah know about dat . 
(The holy water . )  [ See margin title HOLY WATER, p . 695f . ]  
Yo ' use ' em  [ frogs ] fo ' killin ' a person .  Yo ' take him an ' put him up an ' let 

him dry an ' grind him .  [ She decides to tell me something else . ]  Dey write chure 
name down an ' sew it up in him, in de frog befo ' he d ies ; an ' when dat frog d ies , 
yo ' hang ' im  in de sun an ' evah mawnin ' yo ' whip ' im fo ' three days . In de f ifth 
day yo ' re gone ! Yo ' re dead ! 

(That kills you . You j ust wr ite the name once on that paper? ) 
Yes . 
(You put it in the frog while he is alive? ) 
Yes . 
Yo ' kin dry a lizard an ' if a person is nice lookin ' or sompin an ' yo '  wanted 

' em  spotted or sompin . Yo ' dry dat lizard an ' gr ind de dust up an ' give it tub 
' em  [ in food or drink] . Yo ' know d e  lizard changes color . Well , dat person ' s  

.;:c;.;:om�p:-:=1:-=ex=i;.;:o;.;;n;......;;w;.;:i::::l:.::l:....IOgl,;;o":"""!j;.;;i;.;:s�'--=l:.::a;.:;k;....;::d:.::a;.;:t:.....;:l:.::i:.::z:.::a:.::r.;::.d ;  sometime one color , sometime anothah . 
(Spo ts come on him? ) 
Yes . 
Git a man ' s hat an ' take dat bow outen his hat an ' yo ' kin make him jump off 

de ferryboat an ' drown hisself . [ I  used the ferryboat twice a day,  going across 
the Mississippi to Algiers and back to New Orleans . ]  

(How will you do that? ) 
All yo ' do , yo ' take his hat bow off an ' take it an ' put it in yore stockin ' , 

an ' wear it j is '  lak dis , an ' j is '  as yo ' twist yore stockin ' , when he git on dat 
�. his min ' twistses dat way an ' right down he go es [over the side of  the 
boat ] . 

(You twist your stocking while you are on the boat ? )  
J is '  lak ah ' m  doin '  now, yes . 
[ She sitting on the other side of the table,  my machine between us on the 

table - she evidently was twisting the top of her stocking . ]  
If yo ' go t a business plac e ,  yo ' g i t  chew a bottle of bluein ' , yo ' git chew a 

bottle ammonia , yo ' git chew some cinnamon an ' some sugah, an ' yo ' scrub de place 
out wit it . When yo ' finish scrubb in ' yo ' take de watah an ' throw it up undah
neat ' de steps . Den yo ' take each bottl e ,  de ammonia , de bluein ' , an ' bury it 
right down at de edge of de steps . Den yo ' take de cinnamon an ' sprinkle it 
aroun ' j is '  lak dat . An ' de bluein ' bottle yo ' put it right up undahneat ' de 
edge - always remembah de edge . Yo ' see , lak heah is de steps - j is '  lak d is , 
an ' de o thah , de ammonia on d is side , an ' de cinnamon , yo ' sprinkle it aroun ' . 

(You use blueing and ammonia , and what else? ) 
C innamon an ' sugah . 
[ I  summarize the rite : ] 
(The two bottles , you put one on each side of the step . There ' s  the steps , 

you are coming up . You put one bottle there and one her e .  That i s  r ight at the 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork -

edge at each side of the step . ) 
Dat ' s  correc t .  
(And you sprinkle cinnamon and sugar around? ) 
Aroun ' lak dis . Dere yo ' got it . 
(You do that when you are opening up a business . )  

HOUSE PARTIES IN NEW ORLEANS AND ALGIERS DURING GREAT DEPRESSION 

TAKE A PERSON 'S HAIR • • •  WRITE HIS NAME DOWN NINE TIMES 
PUT IT UNDAHNEAT ' CHURE PILLAH • • •  [ OR ]  IN YORE PILLAHSLIP • • •  

WHEN YO ' LAY IN ' ON DAT MAN 'S HAIR AN ' HIS NAME 
WHY YO ' LA YIN ' ON ' IM  AN ' DAT 'S GOIN ' BRING 'IM HOME 

DE BLACK CHICKEN IS TUH RUN A PERSON CRAZY • • •  
YO ' WRITE DE PERSON 'S NAME DOWN NINE TIMES • • •  
MA KE  A CROSS OVAH IT • • •  GIT • • •  CA YENNE PEPPAH • • •  

DE BELL PEPPAHS - STICK IT UP INTUH DE BACK PART 
OF DE CHICKEN • • •  DE HIN ' PART • • •  BUTT PART OF DE CHICKEN • • •  

WHEN DAT PEPPAH COMMENCE TUH BURNIN ' [ CHICKEN] 
DAT 'S GOIN ' SET ' IM  [NAMED PERSON] ON FIAH 

AN ' DAT 'S GOIN ' RUN 'IM CRA ZY 

SPRINKLE SALT AN ' BLACK PEPPAH AN ' SWEEP IT BEHIN ' 'EM 
SWEEP MAH FW ' IN NINE PLACES AN ' TAKE MAH BROOM 

AN ' TURN IT UPSIDE DOWN BEHIN ' MAH DO ' 
DEY NEVAH COME BACK ANY MO ' 

ALG IERS , LOUISIANA 

2121 

[ The word house paPty in the title of this interview had a special meaning in 
New Orleans and Algiers during the Great Depr ession just  before World War II . 
These house paPties , like mo s t  ventures tho s e  days , were o f t en unsuccessful . What 
brought success to the house party described later and makes it a hoodoo matter 
vas the magic rite cho s en by our informant . Despite her explanation , Ah used tuh 
try a Z Z  dem thin 's  tuh see in aase did dey WOPk , informant 1591 is a professional 
hoodoo . Perhaps she followed in the footsteps of her grandmother , who ins tructs 
her in a vision? Did she actually visit FatheP Goulet and see his performance 
with the glass of water - a well-known rite of  hydromancy? Or does she describe 
one of her own attainments? Material was recorded on cylinders El54 : 6-158 : 5  • 
2987-2991 . ]  

Well , yo ' see dey had a fellah ah wuz runnin ' wit . He had a good job .  So his 
wife - him an ' his wife wuz separated , yo 1 see . So fin ' ly ah made a [separa�ian]. 
Suh, he wuz treatin ' me nice when we fir s '  made up [ started going toae�ber] . So 
aftah his wif e  found out dat ah wuz gain ' wit ' im , she went tuh a place aaross de 
rivah tuh break me an ' 1 im up . [AaPoss de Pivah usually means Alaier• • bu� here 
it means a doatoP in New Orleans . ]  So she had - AH WOULDN 'T TELL YO '  A LIE - she 
bad ' im  so dat , though he wuz passin '  me , h e  would look at ae lak if be hsdn' �



known me befo ' , yo ' see . So one night ah laid down in mah bed an1 i� bad bur� ae 
!2• yo 1 see . He had tole diff ' ren ' people diff ' ren ' thin ' s  aboa� .e an1 all. dat 
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he didn ' t wanta be worried wit me no mo ' ,  yo ' see . So ONE NIGHT AH WUZ SETT IN '  
HEA.H ON DE BANQUETTE [ sidewalk ]  AN ' AH ' M  CRYIN ' AN ' DERE HAD AN OLE LADY CAME UP 
TUH ME IN DE VIEW [ form] OF A SPIRIT , WHICH WUZ SUPPOSED TUH BE MAH GRAN ' MOTHAH , 
WHICH AH HAD NEVAH SAW BEFO ' IN MAH LIFE . She tole me , she say , "Now, Frances , 
yo ' go tub de Crackahj ack Drug Sto ' [ in New Orleans ] . "  She say , "Yo ' take an ' 

yo ' git chew a bran ' -new wick an1 a bran ' -new burnah . Yo ' buy yo '  a pUPity white 
lamp . "  [Later in interview pUPity white means clear , uncolored glass . ]  See . 
"An ' yo ' go tub de f illin '  station an ' git chew a gallon of oil [ coal o il or 
kerosene ] . "  She say, "Yo ' take yo '  a bottle of blue ink an ' yo ' write his name 
down nine t ime s  wit de ink . " [ Blue for true - see FAC I ,  2 nd  ed . ,  10002-10003 , 
p . 4 56 . ] Yo ' see . Say , "Yo ' write his name down on it nine times stra ight . "  She 
say , "Den yo ' take it an ' yo ' g it chew some sugah, some c innamon an ' stee l, dust. " 
She say , "Git chew a can of dis white syrup . "  She say , "When yo ' git dat , yo ' 
take dat syrup an ' yo ' po ' it in de bottom of  yore [ d emonstrates ] .  Yo ' po ' it 
an ' yo ' make a ring roun ' lak dat an ' j is '  say,  ' Draw him back tub me . ' " 

( She [ informant ] says that as she is pouring this syrup in a ring l ike that . )  
J is ' po ' it lak dat , po ' dat in a ring . "An ' [ she says ] whosomevah yo ' wanta 

draw, yo ' say, ' Draw her or him back tub me . "' 
So ah d id  dat . 
An ' so she say , "Yo ' take dat an ' do dat ,  an ' yo ' take yore c innamon an ' sugah 

an ' yore steel dus t ,  an ' yo ' fold it tub yo ' .  Yo ' take yo ' a piece of silk white 
thread an ' sew it wit nine st itches in it , yo ' see . "  She say,  "Aftah yo ' make de 
nine st itches in it , yo ' pin it onto yore lamp , on yore lamp burnah wit de wick . "  
She say, "Aftah yo ' sew it on dere fo ' nine pieces of thread on it , yo ' take it 
an ' yo ' burn it in yore lamp fo ' nine days . An ' when dat nine days [ end ]  he ' ll 
come . "  An '  sho ' ly he came . He had got paid off from work an ' HE CAME AN ' HE 
BROUGHT ME SIX WHOLE DOLLARS IN MAH HAN ' . See , when he came in de mawnin ' he 
brought me some money , cuz he know he hadn ' t  give me nuthin an ' ah had been tryin' 
tub make him ,  yo ' know, be right . An ' nuthin would do , yo ' see , his wife j is '  
had him crossed dat way . See . 

(And who told you this ? )  
A lady, mah grandmothah , supposed tub be mah grandmothah, which ah don ' know 

nuthin about her . She came to me in a spirit , see . She tole me tub do dat . 
Well , yo ' see , a friend of  mine in de roomin ' house - a friend , she ' d  come in 

mah house an ' she ' d  dr ink coffee lak dat an ' whensomevah ah ' d  have somethin ' ,  
when it wuz left ovah from de house , ah ' d  always give it tub her . So f in ' ly ,  ah 
don ' know whut got intuh her , but one mawnin ' ah woke up an ' ah always scrub mah 
house three times a week - Monday ,  Wednesdays an ' Fridays [ for these 3 days see 
p . 830 ] . Ah got up dat Fr iday mawnin ' an ' ah wuz scrubbin ' mah house , an ' af tah 
scrubbin ' mah house ah went out side tub scrub mah front steps . So when ah went 
tub scrub mah front step s ,  an ' by de watah splashin ' on mah han ' when ah go t 
nearly tub de last step , mah han ' swole up about dat big . SO AH WENT OVAH DE 
RIVAH TUH FATHER GOULET right on Fo ' th an ' [ something ] . So he tole me about dat . 
He says , "It ' s  a friend o f  yores . " He say ,  " She comes r ight intuh yore house ,  
dat ' s  d e  causin ' o f  yore han ' swellin ' up . "  He tole me some kinda powdah she 
had put down, but ah dis-remembah de powdah name . 

Ah say , 11Well ,  ah wondah why she d id dat ? "  
Well he say , "Didn ' t  yo ' know her ? "  
Ah say , "Ah think a h  d o  know her . "  
He say, "Well ,  AH ' M  GOIN ' GIT CHEW A CLEAR GLASS OF WATAH , "  he say, "AN ' 

AH ' LL DRAW HER INTUH DE WATAH TUH YO ' • " 
So he took an ' he drawed her tub me . She ' s  tall brown-skinned woman wit plen

ty gold in her mout ' ,  heavy set - nice-lookin ' brown-skin woman . 
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[ Since I do no t ask what she saw in the glass of water , I prohahl7 re-l tzed 
that FatheP Goulet described what he saw. For other examples of h7dzGMMDLJ. aad 
the seer do ing the seeing , see margin title WATER, 636f . ,  p . 215f . ,  aud e1 'wre.] 

So de lady nex ' do ' tuh mah house , "Now, yo ' see dat , "  she say. "yo ' aee llbe 
did yo ' dat an ' if ah wuz yo ' , " she say, "ah would do her all de s8Jile thiD' .• 

So  ah said , "No , ah don ' think ah do , but ah 'm  goin '  do her sompin vbeD. ah 
know it ' s  go in '  have her Po l Zin ' . " S o  she said , "Well ,  all r ight . "  

Ah went tuh de l ittle sto ' on de cornah of Knowlton an ' [ something] an ' ah 
bought me a coconut , yo ' see . Ah took dat coconut an ' ah broke it in two, broke 
it in half lak dat . [ She did no t ,  she punched out one or two of  its eyes . ] Ah 
written her name down on a piece of brown papah nine t imes wit red ink . An ' 
aftah ah written it down in ink, ah got me some aayenne peppahs [ used in pepper 
sauce and somet imes called fingeP peppePs ]  an ' some be l l  peppahs [ fresh peppers 
shaped l ike a bell ] , an ' ah took dat cayenne peppah an ' dat bell peppah, an ' her 
� an ' her husban ' name , an ' ah put it  in dat coconut an ' ah seal it . Ah -
sealed it up , yo ' see . Ah rolled it in de fo ' cornahs of  mah house fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s straight . An ' she commenced tuh Po Z. Z.in ' , COMMENCED TUH ROLLIN ' ,  COM
MENCED TUH ROLLIN ' .  So f in ' ly, she came in an ' she tole me, she says , "Yo ' know, 
one t ime ,  a lady tole me tuh do some dirt , "  she say, "an ' ah went an ' ah done de 
dirt . "  

AH SAY , "YEAH . "  Ah say, "Yo ' caught me one Friday mawnin ' an ' mah han ' wuz up 
lak dat , an ' if ah wouldn ' t  of  went tuh see nobody , de man tole me , it woulda 
been in mah whole body . It  would work from mah arm tuh mah body . " AH SAY, "YEAH . 

She say, "Well , de Lord punish me , "  she say, " somebody got me Po Z. Z.in ' . " 
AH SAy . "YEAH? I I  
SHE SAY , "YEAH . "  But she say, "Ah wish ah know who it wuz 1 so ah could beg an' 

please tuh tell me if dere ' s  anythin ' wrong , dat ah did tuh ' em . AH FO ' GIVE ' EM  
AN '  WOULD DEY PLEASE TAKE DE ROLLIN ' OFF . "  

So ah took an ' ah left it stay offen her fo ' about a month or so . An ' af tah 
dat ah took de coconut out , an ' ah took de peppah an ' ink, an ' ah washed de pep
pah off de papah, an ' ah washed de steel  dust o f f  de papah an ' de cayenne peppah . 
An ' when ah washed it off , well she commence tuh gittin '  lak hers.elf ag ' in . 

(Who told you to use that coconut ? )  
Oh, a ole lady tole me tuh do da t .  She lives on de othah side [ in New Orlean� 

where ah used tuh live befo ' . She wu z  a grand ole lady . 
See , ah had a f ellah onc e an ' ah liked de f ellah, so ah tried all ah could do 

tuh git tuh him. So ah couldn ' t git tuh him . He liked me, too . But he wuz sort 
of a bad person,  yo ' see . So he would ketch womens heah an ' ketch womens de 
othah way .  

So one day ah went , ah think, tuh mah auntie ' s  house an ' h e  wu z  nex ' do ' by 
her intended sistah-in-law . So him an ' ah wuz talkin ' , we got intuh a couver
sation . So he [ later ] came tuh mah house . An ' so when he came tuh mah bouse ah 
looked at him . So he say, "Whut ' s  de mattah? " 

Ah say, "Oh, nuthin . "  
He say, "Yo ' useta [ used to ] lak me a long t ime ago , " he say, "but ah didn' t 

have mah mind made up . "  
AH SAID 1 "NOW 1 YO 1 CAIN 1 T BLUFF ME 1 CUZ NO ONE IN DIS WORL 1 KIH BWPP liE. " 

AH KIN SET HEAR AN ' TELL ANYBODY , IF DEY THINKIN ' ABOUT DOIN ' ME smiPDI, OR IF 
THINKIN ' ABOUT PUTTIN ' SOMP IN AROUN ' MAH DO ' OR ANYTHIN ' .  So ah -.i.cl, "Oh, let ' s  
fo ' git about it . Let ' s  talk about sompin else . "  

So an ole lady,  she tole me , she say, "Yo ' kin ' a  lak Jack, don' t chew'l " 
Say, "Yeah, ah do lak Jack . "  Ah said , "Fo ' a good while ah been lik1n1 Jack . "  
So she say, "Well , yo ' want ' im? "  
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Ah say , "Yes , mam . " 
So she say , "Well , yo ' take an ' yo ' git chew a piece of  yellah flannel , "  she 

say, "an ' yo ' take dat yellah flannel an ' yo ' tie nine kno ts intuh it . An ' yo ' 
t ie it roun ' yore laig , an ' yo ' weah dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s , yo ' see . An ' when 
yo '  take it off , "  she say ,  "Jack will come ag ' in1 he ' ll be heah ag ' in . " 

So he came . 
An ' she say , "Ah tell yo ' whut else yo ' kin do . "  She say , "Yo ' git chew .!. 

piece o f  bran ' -new white cord from de groc ' ry . " She say , "Jis ' make b ' lieve yo ' 
be playin ' wit him . "  

Ah say , "Yes , mam . " 
So she say , "Yo ' take de measure of  him ,  his person , an ' yo ' make nine kno ts 

in dat an ' yo ' tie it roun ' yore laig , an ' den yo ' weah dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s . "  
An ' she say , "Jack will be turnin ' roun ' an ' he cain ' t have nobody but chew. " 

So ah tried it out . AH USED TUH TRY ALL DEM THINGS LAK DAT , JIS ' TUH SEE IN 
CASE DID DEY WORK . So ah tried it out an ' it wuz lak dat . See , when ah go t 
t ired o f  him. well ah unloosed dat an ' he went on about his business .  He stayed 
ovah on de othah side of  de rivah an ' ah s tayed ovah heah . 

[Despite informant ' s  preceding words , ah tried • • •  dem things . . .  tuh see • • •  did 
dey �rk , a woman now comes to her for help - while machine stopped . ] 

Yo ' take an' git  chew a silvah dime an ' a moss fern, yo ' know a fern, but dey 
call it-aLmOss fern . It ' s  a fern wit little fine , fine prongs  on it , but dey 
call it a [eathah fern . It ' s  a moss fern. 

So she says 1 "Yes . "  
Ah say, "Yo ' take an ' yo ' got ' a  git  me a bottle of  ink , de blue ink, an ' a 

piece of white papah wit ' out no line on it . 
An' so she says , "Yes . An ' den ah git a silvah dime?"  
Ah say , "Yeah . "  Ah say , "Now when yo ' git  dat silvah dime ,  yo ' take an ' yo ' 

take it an ' yo ' take yore fern up an ' yo ' plant it [dime] r ight in de middle of 
de fern. " Ah say, "Yo ' leave dat stay dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s . " 

So she say, "Yeah . "  
Ah say , "But ah ' ll tell yo ' whut ah ' ll do . Ah ' ll fix it fo ' nine days so 

yo ' ll stay dere 1 see , at night , dey let him come home wit his check . "  
An ' she did dat . So he came home dat payday wit his check an ' he gave her de 

whole $ 25 he had made . An '  she couldn ' t  git him outa de house tub go nowheres . 
We had planted dis fern an ' it wuz growin ' an ' growin ' him.  

Yo ' see , yo ' got ' a  take him an ' run him ovahbo ' d  lak dat . Yo ' see , yo ' steal 
de right-foo t shoe an ' yo ' write de [ owner ' s ] name down wit red ink nine times 
on dere [ on a piece o f  paper ] . Den yo ' make a cross  lak dat [on the owner ' s  
name ] ,  an ' yo ' take dat [ insole] up . An ' yo ' make dat cross lak dat . Yo ' take 
an ' - yo ' take de shoe an ' yo ' stick it [ insole]  back in de shoe ,  an ' yo ' take 
it [ shoe]  an ' yo ' bury it underneat ' chure step an ' yo ' let it stay dere awhile .  
Let i t  stay fo ' three days . An ' aftah yo ' bury it fo ' three days undah yore 
step ,  yo ' take it an ' yo ' go tub de rivah at twelve a ' clock dat night an ' � 
throw it in de rivah . Jis ' lak dat shoe drift off , dat ' s  de way dey ' ll j ump 
ovahbo ' d  - j is ' drift off  j is '  de same way . But ah have nevah tr ied dat . 

Yo ' kin take red beans an ' make 1 em move out de house - red beans . Yo ' take 
yore red beans an ' yo ' soak ' em; take a pure red beans an ' yo ' soak it intuh a 
po t o f  watah . Do se beans gon1 a swell t ill dey git about dat long . Yo ' git chew 
some flaxseed an ' yo ' take dem red beans an ' de flaxseed . An ' yo ' git a raw aig 
an ' yo '  break up undahneat ' de steps . Yo ' sprinkle de flaxseed aroun ' de steps 
an ' yo ' throw dem three red beans right where yo 1 break de aig . An ' ' fore six 
days dem peoples out de house . 

Ah have heard people say yo ' take an ' yo ' git  chew a white candle ,  take some 
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ciDJI81DOu an ' steel dus t an ' sugah, an ' wr ite dere name down in three tJ.es an' 
JO' fold it [ the paper ] into a diamond stitch . An ' as yo ' be foldin' dat ati�h. 
p ' be 1 s  say [ saying ] , "Draw whosomevah it is back tuh me . "  See . An' when J0 1 
� dat name lak dat yo ' git chew a p ichure of  St . Rita . If it ' s  yore baBbaD' 
an' he wuz good tuh yo ' ,  yo ' git  chew a pichure of St . Rita an ' yo ' put St . �ta 
ds'e. But chew have tuh put ' er behin ' de  bed an ' PUT CHURE BED CATAH-cOIUII&B, 
J0 1 see . DAT ' S  TUH KEEP YORE BED FROM KETCHIN ' AFIRE ' EN [WHEN] YO ' BURN A CAR
DLE. [See margin title · CATER-CORNERED : MAGIC OF THE DIAGONAL , p . 8 27 , and the 
preceding CORNER margin titles . ] Burn dat white candle tuh St . Rita wit his na.e 
ar her name , whosomevah name i t  is , undah de candle, yo ' see . An ' when yo ' do 
.. t yo '  take an ' yo ' wr ite it  [ the name on the candle] .  Yo ' take de candle an' 
J:

' 
put de  candle straight [ horizontal ] an ' yo ' wr ite [ scratch with pin]  dat name 

aa.etimes initial only] down nine t imes on yore candle , an ' den yo ' let dat can
�e burn. As dat candle burn down, see dat ' s  burnin ' ' em an ' bringin '  [ ' em] 
rtabt on tuh yo ' .  

St . Espidee [ Expedite] . Well now,  dey always used him fo ' money . Yo ' got ' a  
always keep ' im wit green . Yo ' burn ' im a green candle evah mawnin ' ' fore nine 
a1clock . Yo ' burn a green candle an ' yo ' g ive ' im a gla ss of rain watah , cis� 
tern watah [cistern collec t s  rain water from roof of  house ] .  Gits a purity white 
&lass [an uncolored dr inking glas s ] ·  an ' yo ' put dat glass  intuh a white saucer , 
an' puts  it  anywhere dere a pitchure ,  wheresomevah yo ' want ' em wit dat pitcher 
[of the saint ] . An ' git chew some green onions - AH KNOW YO ' KNOW WHUT GREEN 
a.IONS IS - an ' par sley an ' dat green candle , an ' ah ' ll bet chew dat yo ' goin ' 
&it money an ' yo ' don ' know how yo ' got it . 

[In the preceding r ite a green candle is  put in a clear-glass drinking glass 
fall of rain wat er . Then glass with candle is set into a whit e  saucer and sur
raanded by green onions and par sley . All this is placed beneath or in front of 
a picture of  St . Expedite.  The candle is lighted . ]  

Well , dat ' s  dat - plus de Holy Family of Jesus . When ah have trouble , ah pray 
tub her dat de trouble will be sent back an ' all lak dat . An ' den ,  ah had a bag 
oace , ah had taken wit a medal of hers . Ah used tuh have tuh weah on me tuh keep 
..,. dangahs from harmin ' me , when ah wuz go in 1 tuh school . Well , ah used tuh 
.-11 dat . 

If somebody come tuh yore house an ' steal sompin from yo ' ,  yo ' kin take St . 
ADtbony an ' give ' im a piece of stale bread an ' a apple ,  an ' de one dat stole it ,  
it ' s  goin ' worry dem until dey br ing it  back,  yo ' see . 

(Bow do you give that to him? ) 
Yo ' take de apple - he ' s  always , yo ' kin git  [buy] ' im  in a box [as a statue] 

an' yo '  kin git ' im  in a pitchur e .  Yo ' take St . Anthony an ' yo ' place ' im  dere, 
an' yo ' git chew a piece of stale bread an ' yo ' place dat stale bread in front of 
· �. an '  yo ' place dat apple in front of ' im, an ' yo ' place him a brown caudle. 
AD' vhosomevah, if it wuz me mahself , an ' ah done took dis heah offa yo ' , ah 
a�' t goin ' rest till ah br ing it back.  

ROw, yo ' kin take a person ' s hair , an ' yo ' lak ' im, an ' yo ' kin write his �  
dDvn nine times , an ' take dat hair an ' put it up undahneat ' chure pillab, put it 
ill yore pillahslip , yo '  see . An ' WHEN YO ' LAYIN '  ON DAT MAN ' S  HAIIl. All' HIS IIAKB ,  
&II' YO ' LAYIN ' ON ' IM,  an ' dat ' s goin ' bring ' im on home . An ' ah bet c:belr he won' 
lak DO woman but chew, yo ' see . If it ' s  yore wife ,  she won ' t  have DD othsh .an 
aatside yo ' ,  ' cuz dat hair an ' whut chew got up in yore pillah, lak dat wbut yo '  
layin ' on i t , da t j is ' gon ' a make ' im throw his mind all towards 70 ' aD '  all lak 
dat. 

Hah mothah tried dat once wit mah daddy, an ' laid ' illl 1D de srouad . But chew 
...,e tuh have dat [ohamber] l:JJ.£., yo ' have tuh have a gall, an' 70 ' have tuh have 
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cayenne peppah, an ' dere name - any kinda gall of  a beast - ahamber Zye , gall , 
cayenne peppah an ' dere name . Yo ' set it on yore stove an ' yo ' cook it , let it 
bo il fo ' nine mawnin ' s . Be sure yo ' put it in a b ig can an ' have de can wit 
little holes in it . Dat ' s  tuh keep it from puff in '  up , yo ' see . An ' yo ' cook 
it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  in dere , yo ' see . Yo ' cook it dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  lak 
dat , it ' s  goin ' break up [ separate people] . IT CUZED MAH DADDY TUH SHOOT DE OLE 
LADY HE WUZ GOIN ' WIT. 

(Whose ahamber lye do you put in it ? Did your mother put hers in or his in 
it ? )  -- She took an ' put ma h  daddy an ' de  lady in i t  - mah daddy ' s  and de lady ' s  aham
ber lye . 

(How did she get the lady ' s ? )  
From a friend o f  hers . 
Sprinkle salt an ' black peppah an ' sweep it behin ' ' em . Sweep mah flo ' in 

nine places an1 take mah broom an ' turn it upside down behin ' mah do ' .  Dey nevah 
come back any mo '  • 

(You sweep your house what ? )  
In nine places , an ' yo ' take salt an ' black peppah , an ' when dey go yo ' j is '  

be throwin' it right down on dey coattail . 
(You sweep in nine places af ter they go , and you put the broom ups ide down ? )  

Uh-huh, upside down behin ' mah do ' .  Dey ' ll nevah come near me . 
(After they have gone you throw that pepper and sal t behind them,  then you 

come in and sweep in nine places . Then you put the broom upside down behind the 
door . )  

Yes . 
Ah ' ve heard talk of ' em  burnin ' da ' k  candles on ' em .  An ' yo ' take any kinda 

candles yo ' want , but ah tell yo ' one thing whut ah have tried . Dey had a lady, 
a fren ' of mah brothah, an ' a lady thought ah wuz talkin ' tuh her about mah bro
thah, yo ' see . So she couldn ' t  - d idn ' t lak me at all . She most had me crazy 
wit headaches . So ah take an ' went tuh de  Ten C ent Sto ' an ' ah bought dere a 
ten-cent package of  bran ' -new gold-headed needles . Ah taken two of dose needles 
an ' ah burnt de end of ' em,  an ' ah made a cross up in de mole [mold ] of mah haid . 
Mah haid ain' t ached tuh d is day . [The use of two needles crossed on the head is 
a common rite , but the previous burning of them is a new remedy - see margin 
t itle NEEDLE REMEDY FOR CANDLE, p . 857f . ]  

Ah nevah tried it but ah kin tell yo ' whut ah heard about it . Yo ' kin take a 
man ' s pitchure or eithah a woman ' s  pitchure an ' - take her an ' yo ' write chure 
name on de back of it , her pitchure,  nine times an ' yo ' weah it intuh yore shirt 
intuh de coat or your vest or whatsomevah yo ' have - in yore pocket . Yo ' weah it 
fo ' three mawnin ' s  straight wit her name on dere,  but yo ' have tuh git  dat on � 
l i ' le cedah o il .  An ' yo ' put intuh yore coat  wit a l ittle cedah o il smell on it . 
An ' yo ' put dat intuh yore coat sleeve . Or tUPn [ pour by turning the bottle] a 
l ittle cedah o il in yore han ' dere an ' dat ' ll draw ' er tuh yo ' .  An ' it ' ll keep 
' er wit chew always . 

Yo ' take an ' yo ' scrub yore house out wit cinnamon an ' sugah , an ' clean out 
all de cornahs so no dirt on it . An ' clean out all yore cornahs whatsomevah yo ' 
has , j is '  sweep out yore house lak yo ' do when yo ' doin ' gen ' ral cleanin ' .  Yo ' 
take some c innamon an ' sugah, sprinkle it  all ovah de top of yore do ' s .  � 
yore c innamon an ' sugah an ' yo ' scrub yore flo ' s  wit it , an ' yo ' leave it - don ' 
dry it . Yo ' j is '  leave de watah t ill it dry off  its ownself . IT ' S  DRYIN ' YORE 
LUCK IN DERE , yo ' see . 

Den yo ' take it af tah yo ' f inish, aftah scrubbin ' yore front room , take it an ' 
throw it undah yore front step .  An ' when yo ' git through yore kitchen, de wat� 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo�k - 21 27 

za' scrub yore kitchen, yo ' take it  an ' yo ' throw it  up uudah yare '-Ck !pep!. 
An '  den yo ' mix yo ' up some cinnamon an ' sugah an ' put mo '  sup h. fD i.e � JO '  

pm� cinnamon, an ' yo ' mix dat cinnamon an ' sugah up an ' yo ' take i� aa' 7D 1  
!frinkle it  all aroun ' yore [ front ] steps . An ' yo ' sprinkle it all arvaa• J!!• 
� do ' ,  an ' yo ' throw some up undahneat '  de steps , an ' what somevah J0 1 8De or 
wta�somevah yo ' sellin ' , it ' s  goin ' draw de  people tuh yo ' mo ' an ' mo ' .  

[HERE FOLLOWS HOUSE PARTIES IN NEW ORLEANS DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSIOII: ]  
Co ' se ah know when d e  first - ah have tried i t  mahself . De  first par�y da� 

(we] git in , dey [ we ]  didn ' t know about anythin ' ,  dey [we] j is '  lost on evah�hin ' .  
So de lady nex ' do ' had been givin ' parties [ to sell things ]  and we thought i�  
waz funny , she hadn ' t  give a party fo ' a long time . Yo ' see , de  las ' party she 
�. she sold out her thin ' s an ' made $33 - cash dollahs , an ' we [at  our first 
par�y] had evahthin ' she had . So she tole mah mothah whut [ to ]  do . An ' we tried 
da� . an ' ' fo '  twelve a ' clock dat night , we didn ' t have a thin ' in our house but 
� people at  de crowd . 

(What were you selling? ) 
We wuz sellin ' cakes an ' sellin ' candies , sellin ' ice cream, an ' sellin ' beer 

fo ' dose dat wanted it . An ' we wuz sellin ' sandwiches an ' we had , yo ' know, 
�f ' ren games yo ' d  have tuh pay tuh plat . An ' we had little han ' ke ' ch ' ef s  we 
ased tuh sell dat had ' nitials in it , an de one yo ' would like , her ' nitial wuz 
dere .  An ' yo ' take an ' yo ' buy de han ' ke ' ch ' ef wit her ' nitial in it an ' yo ' 
sive it  tuh her . We had three boxes of han ' ke ' ch ' ef s  an ' dey were ten cent s 
apiece an ' we had f if teen han ' ke ' ch ' ef s  in each box . Ah mean , we complet ely sold 
evahthin ' we had dere.  All dat  wuz left wuz de music an ' de games . So yo ' see 
de people wuz gittin '  ti ' ed [ tired ]  of playin ' de games , see . But de stuff we 
bad we sold evahthin ' out . Well , our house,  we had fo ' rooms an ' a kitchen . Our 
bouse wuz so packed dat all long de outside, an ' all out in de backyard [ there--
were people] . Den from dat [ time] �· mah mothah did always use cinnamon an ' . 
gah. 

(What do they call those part ies ? )  
House parties . 
(Do many people give then ? )  
Yeah . RIGHT SMART PLENTY PEOPLE GIVE DEM, BUT VERY FEW MAKE S  OUT . YO ' GOTTA 

HAVE SENSE TUH MAKE OUT ON DEM. 
Now, ah could take tuhnight , it be rainin ' an ' cloudy an ' muddy an ' git a 

bouse party at mah house,  an ' YO ' PAY TEN CENTS AT DE DO ' ,  an ' yo '  may think evab
thin ' will stay in, ain ' t nobody comin ' in tuhnight cuz it ' s  rainin ' . May mee� 
8011le people on de street , "Ah ain ' t comin ' tuh yore party tuhnight becuz i� ' s  
rainin ' . " Ah git dere an ' start tuh workin ' mah cinnamon an ' sugah . Well , .. h 
luck ' gin [ again]  all right . Sold out all mah stuff . [RAIN WAS ALSO BAD FOR 
COLLECTING FOLKLORE , SO WAS EVERYTHING ELSE ; HOT AND COLD WEATHER , RELIEF-alECK. 
DAY, WASHDAY , BIG LEAGUE BASEBALL , SPEC IAL FUNERAL , ETC . ]  

Well , yo ' take - dey always git a lef ' hin ' rabbit laig , de  lef ' laig . AD' 
yo ' take dat lef ' hin ' rabbit laig , but don ' take de hair off it - yo ' leave de 
hair on dere . An ' yo ' git chew some 00 Kisses Perfume an ' yo ' put in�uh dere1 
an ' yo ' make yo ' a li ' le sack an' yo ' keep dat in yore pocket . An '  vben� b 
yo ' git ready tuh gamble,  if yo ' shootin '  dice or what somevah yo ' do, .by J0 1 
j is '  touch dat dice an ' yo ' j is '  - take yore li ' le pad [ sack holdfa8 �be rabbit 
foot ]  an ' drop perfume in dat lak dat [ this is feeding the �. this sack] j i s '  
drop it [ sack] in yore [ own] han ' lak dat nine times . 

(That ' s  luck in gambling . )  
Yes , ah have heard talk of dat . Yo ' take - yo ' got ' a  have a j1Jdae. Yo ' take 

de j udge an ' yo ' wr ite his name down on a piece of paeh vit blue 1Dk Dine times , 
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an ' yo ' � chew some honey an ' yo ' git some loaf [ lump] sugah . Yo '  know d is 
li ' le white loaf sugah . Yo ' git chew three loaf sugahs an ' yo ' git dat honey . 
Git dat loaf sugah an ' yo ' g it dat honey an ' yo ' git chew some c innamon,  sugah 
an ' stee L dust ,  an ' yo ' take dat an ' j is '  put dat cinnamon an ' sugah an ' stee L 
dust intuh de j udge ' s  name . Yo ' take it [ j udge ' s  name on paper ] an ' yo ' fold , 
an ' as yo ' fold it , yo ' fold , fold it half in a d i ' mond - intuh a d i ' mond . An ' 
yo ' g it chew a white candle an ' g it St . Joseph ' s  pitchure . Git chews a white 
candle an ' St . Joseph pitchure an ' dat  loaf sugah, an ' yo ' place it  intuh de 
cornah, but chew have tub have it ovah yo ' [ higher than your head ] , yo 1 see , 
j is '  not straight back tub de cornah lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  Yo ' have it j is '  
' bout catah-cornah tub de cornah . 

(Just out from the corner a little b it ? ) 
[See her previous cater-corner r ite . ] 
Yeah, kioda catah-cornah, an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' burn dat [ candle ] .  Yo ' 

star t it de day, a week befo ' yore trial , an ' evah t ime yo ' go dere [ to the can
dle]  yo ' j is ' , [ say] tub de j udge , keep a-tellin ' ' im  tub throw de case outa co' t ,  
t ill dey briug it back ag ' in an ' dey throw i t  ag ' in .  Dey ' ll bring it lak dat 
ag ' in till dey j is '  git t i ' ed of it an ' dey ' ll discharge yo ' .  

[You keep telling the j udge before you go to trial and during the trial . If 
you are uot permit ted to return home during the trial , someone can perform the 
rite for you . 1 

Cuz ab had a sistah-in-law, her mothah tried dat fo ' huh . 
Go tub a weepin'  willah tree an ' whosomevah yo ' angry wit an ' whatsomevah dey 

done done yo ' ,  yo ' write dere name down an ' make dem take an ' weep . When dat 
tree begin tub weep , dey beg in tub weep . 

(When you write the name down , how do you write the name down, and what do you 
do with it? )  

. Yo '  write d e  name down nine t imes . Yo ' write i t  ' cros s ,  not straight lak dis 
[demonstrates ] . Yo ' write it lak dat yo ' see , yo ' come down lak dat nine t imes . 

(Cater-corner across the paper . )  
Catab-cornah cross de papah . Write dere name nine times down dere lak dat , 

an ' git chew some cayenne peppah an ' g it chew some bell peppahs an ' yo ' put dat 
up undahneat ' dat tree . If  yo ' kin git it up undah de tree , dey cain ' t - yo ' 
git it tub where yo ' kin g it de party , cuz yo ' know de weepin '  willah tree it  
�· An '  as dat tree begin tub weep , whosomevah yo ' got dere [ on the paper ] , 
dey j is '  weep an ' weep t ill yo ' take it . An ' yo '  go an ' yo ' git ti ' ed ' em  weep
in ' lak dat . Yo ' take it an' yo ' take it up an ' j is '  wash it [ name] off . Be 
shure tub wash it off in cleah watah . When yo ' wash it off in cleah watah, if de 
name ' s  done gone , erased , well yo ' keep j is '  de names dere . Yo ' see . An ' dat 
name will weah off de papah . But if yo ' take dat [ name] an ' place it down undah 
dere ,  undah dat weepin ' willah tree , it ' s  goin '  have ' em  weepin ' . 

(Take the liquor he drinks ? )  
Take dat , yo ' see , why cuz yo ' see cer ' in [ certain] mens drinks cer ' in drinks . 

Yo ' take de likkah he drinks an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' write his name down dere nine 
times , an ' yo ' take a glass an ' yo ' put his name intuh de glass . Yo ' take de 
glass an ' put de name intuh de  glas s ,  an ' yo 1 take de candle an ' put it on top 
dere wit de likkah,  an ' yo ' let dat candle burn in de likkah he drinkin ' , an ' 
when de candle begin tub burn , an ' burn , an ' burn , well , it cut s him out from 
git t in '  drunk - an ' drinkin ' .  

De black chicken is tub run a per son crazy . Well , yo ' take de chicken an ' yo ' 
write de person ' s name down nine t imes . Yo ' wr ite de name down straight an ' 
af tah yo ' write de name down nine times , yo ' take an ' make a cross  ovah it . When 
yo ' make de cross ovah it , yo ' git chew some cayenne peppah an 1 yo 1 put de cayenne 
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.-ppah an ' d e  b ell pappahs intuh it [ into the paper holding the ua.ea] an' yo '  
take it an ' yo ' stick it up intuh d e  back part o f  de chicken. An '  yo '  take it , 
aftah yo1 st ick it in d e  back part of  de chicken , de hin ' par t ,  de butt part of 
4e chicken - an ' when dat peppah commence tuh burnin ' ' im  [ the chicken] , dat 1 s 
IDin' set ' im [ the person] on f iah, see , an ' dat ' s  goin ' run ' im  crazy . An1 when 
JD 1  do dat , yo ' take ' im  [ chicken] out tuh de woods an ' yo ' let ' im  run roun ' 
t.Euh d e  woods .  An ' whosomevah name yo ' got wr itten ,  when dat peppah commence 
'-rain ' , dat runnin ' dat chicken crazy , d e  person min ' b egin tuh goin 1 crazy . 

(You wr it e  that name nine times on a p iece of paper . What kind of pape�? ) 
Yeah. Yo ' take brown papah an ' red ink . 
Yo ' take d e  wife an ' de husban ' s  name an ' write it down nine times straight , 

.en yo ' cross it . Yo ' take d e  dog ' s hair , yo ' git it out de mole of de dog ' s 
.. td , an ' git it  out de mole of de eat ' s  haid , an ' yo ' put it down in de can . 
1D '  put de cayenne peppah in de can , an ' yo ' put vinegah, an ' yo ' put de Ped bell 
p!ppaks. Yo ' undahstan ' whut be ll  peppahs are .  Ah don ' mean de sweet peppahs , 
ala'• talkin ' about a Ped bel l  hot peppah . 

(It ' s  in the shape of a bell? ) 
Yeah, but it ' s  a hot peppah . Dey don ' grow no longah den dat , Ped bell  pep

pans. An ' yo ' take dat af tah yo ' git de Ped be l l  peppah an ' yo ' wr ite dere name 
.U.U ,  whosomevah it is . Write de two names down straight an ' den yo ' cross 'em 
lak dat . Yo ' put dat cayenne peppah, put it down intuh de can , an ' yo ' po ' d e  
� h  wit de cat hair an ' de dog hair , but don ' chew put de cat hair an ' de 
.US hair togethah . Yo ' see , yo ' put de dog hair at  de bot tom an ' de cat on de 
� an ' when yo ' put de cat hair on de top , yo ' take it den ,  an ' when yo ' po 1 
.e vinegah intuh it - yo ' see , when yo ' po ' de vinegah intuh it , yo ' put chure 
cayenne peppah an ' yore be l l  peppah, an ' dat dog an ' de cat hair , an ' d e  name , 
.a '  yo ' shake it up lak dat . Shake it up an ' leave it stay . An ' evah mawnin ' 
zo' git up , yo ' go tuhward tuh sunrise an ' yo ' shake it up , an ' it 1 11 have ' em  
fiahtin ' lak cat s an ' dogs . Yo ' know how cat s  an ' dogs be ' s  don ' t  chew . Well , 
jiB' dat way dey ' ll git . 

Once mah lan ' lord had put me out , [ I ] outa work . An ' den mah husban ' he had 
1ef ' .  An ' [ the landlord ] wuz doin ' little bad thin ' s ,  till ah commence tuh work
in '  r ight on ' im . So ah took me a glass of sweeten watah, sweet , sweet ,  an ' ah 
WEitten his name down wit de sweeten watah, de lan ' lord ' s . 

(How d id you write it with sweetened wat er ?  How d id you wr ite it ? )  
Yo ' write d e  name down wit de pencil , wit ink - white papah an ' blue ink, � 

red .  RED INK I S  FO ' DEVIL WORK , AN ' BLUE INK IS FO ' PURITY . An ' ah written it 
.a;n nine t imes straight lak dat an ' ah roll it up to me lak dat wit de sugah. 
An '  ah roll it up lak dat wit sugah . Ah mean wit a sweet , sweet , sweet - glass 
of sweeten watah,  an ' ah  put  it intuh de glass of  watah, an ' ah  took a saucah an '  
ah covahed it .  Ah  put de glass ups ide down b ehin ' mah do ' ,  an ' mah lan ' lord 
811!9ah did worry me no mo ' ,  an ' when he come tuh collec t ,  he ' d  ask, say, "Ve11, 
[bov are you] • " 

MISOGYNIST 

DAT [CATCHING A MURDERER] WORKS KINDA LAK A RABBr.r 
IF YO ' GO OUT HUNT IN ' [AND]  YO ' JUMP A RABBIT RIGHT UP C1/J!RE 

AN ' YO ' RUN 'IM ALL DE WAY ROUN ' 
AN ' WHEN YO ' KILL 'IM 

YO 'LL KILL 'IM SJMEWHERE NEAR DAT [sro2'] 
WHERE YO ' FIRST JUMPED 'IN UP AT 
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DE K&U-KLUX [ -KL.4.N] DO DAT, DEY MAKE A LITTLE BOX 
IF DEY WAN '  CHEW TUH Gr.r OUTA TOWN • • •  
FORM A BOX LAX A COFFIN • • •  BURY IT • • •  
SHAPE LAX A GRA VE • • •  FRONT OF YUH DO ' • • •  

DEY 'LL WRrfE ON YORE DO ' A CROSS SAY, "BEWARE AN ' BEGONE" • • •  
YO ' SEE DAT [GRA VE] OUT DERE • • •  DA ' THING [ CROSS] ON DERE [DOOR] 

YO ' DON 'T KNOW WHUT TUH DO 
WHY YO ' GO OUT [THE HOUSE] AN ' GO AHEAD ON OUT [ OF TOWN] • • •  

(JIIJAT PART OF THE COUNTRY DO THEY DO THAT IN?) 
DEY DO DAT CHERE 

YO ' KNOW A WOMAN IS A TERR 'BLE THING 
IF YO ' TRAIL IT UP 

AH ' VE DEALT WIT MANY OF 'EM 

BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

[If you ntmi l !' it up - these word s  from the las t  title quo tation are cer
tainly origiDall Our informant while walking along the edge of a swamp find s  an 
unidentifiable track and d ecides to trai l it up .  At the end of the trail he en
counters a terr'bte thing - a WOMAN . Original also is one of his interpretations 
of the well-bovn eel-skin belt : it makes yo ' "s Ziak " [ s Zippe:roy, s ly ]  • • •  do s Ziak 
thin 's • • •  yo ' kin do "t:roiaks "  an ' git away wit it . Informant 1 248  is one of many 
" small-t:lJae doators" I interviewed ; they sometimes having a few unusual rites . 
The followiDg .. terial was collec ted on cylinder s  C 532 : 5-538 : 6  = 2113-2119 . ]  

Dey tell .e yo 1 kin take - take a black hen aig an ' make fo ' cross marks on 
dis side an 1 one on de othah side . 

(Four on one aide and j ust one on the other side? ) 
Yassuh. Po 1 cross marks on one sid e  an ' one cross mark on d e  othah side . 

An ' if yo • livin 1  nex 1  do ' tuh someone an ' dey seem tuh be yore enemy or anythin ' 
lak dat ,  why at night twelve a ' clock go an ' git some graveyard dust an ' throw it 
on dey p§ ' ch .  Den take dat hen aig an ' step back three steps an ' throw ag ' inst 
de do ' .  Let it break1 see , an ' it ' ll spat tah . An ' den turn yore back an ' go on 
away from dere an 1 don 1 look back at it . Well , when dey git up in de mawnin ' ,  
dat changes dey min 1 • Dey don ' t know whut tuh do , an ' dey ' ll be in a wrangle 
tuh leave an ' dey1 ll move - move from outa d ere suddenly . 

If  yo ' had a j ob - but it [ a  hoodoo book? ] didn ' t say whut kinda aig ,  but dey 
j es '  said take a aig . If yo ' had a j ob an ' yo ' s  workin ' wit de boss an ' he would 
fiah yo ' .  Jes ' take dat aig an ' git nine drops o f  Hea:rats Co logne an ' put on dat 
aig ,  an ' go in de path where he travel from his offic e ,  back out among de em
ployees , an ' hol ' it above yore haid [ demonstrates]  lak dat an ' drop it - dat in 
his path.  An ' it ' ll spat tah all ovah de groun ' , an ' as he travels ,  he ' ll walk 
through dat . An ' den in three days , so ah ' m  told , he ' ll Aend fo ' yo ' . He ' ll 
send fo ' yo ' an ' put chew back tuh work . 

Well , ah ' ve heard dat at d e  f o ' ks of d e  road dat yo ' kin sell yo ' self tuh de 
devil . 

(Do you know how it ' s  done? ) 
Yeah, yo ' kin sell yo ' self tuh d e  d evil . Yo ' take an ' go tuh de fo ' ks of a 

road an ' - fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' have a music , sompin lak a gee-tah [ guitar ] , 
an ' yo ' go tuh a fo ' ks of a road fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' aftah yo ' go dere fo ' 
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aiDe mawnin ' s ,  on de ninth mawnin ' it will b e  sompin dere will -� char. Vill. 
.eet chew in de form o f  a spirit , but don ' t git afeared an ' run away f� da� . 
AD '  dat spiri t  will talk tub yo ' an ' tell yo ' whut hit wants yo' �ah dD. AD' 
� when it t ell yo ' whut it want chew tub do , d en yo ' go o n  away an '  .ake 
ea:ape [ ? ] . An ' anythin ' dat chew go intuh or whatevah yo ' go in an:JWIIerea1 1f 
•e officahs are lookin ' fo ' yo ' ,  dey can ' t - dey kin be r ight in yo ' presea' aa ' 
--� see yo ' .  

An '  fo ' dese reasons , j es '  lak if yo ' wanta be a man dat s teal or anythia ' aa' 
.aa' t git caught , well yo ' sell yo ' self tub de devil . 

If someone is harmin ' yo ' ,  j es '  lak if yo ' sellin ' whiskey or anythin' lak 
.. t. yo ' kin git a box of po tash an ' put it undah yor e  steps . Dig a ho le down 
la de groun ' , an ' wit it  [ top]  up , a box of po tash . An ' take a nail an ' dr ive 
tkree holes in de top of dat po tash where it - evah time it rain dat scent would 
� up . An ' den covah hit up an ' evah mawnin ' · take yor e  chamber lye dat yo ' use 
... bn1ght  an ' throw it undah yore step on top of dat potash . An ' fo ' nine maw
.tD' s take yo ' some salt an ' j es '  scattah it undah de po ' ch on top of dat potash.  
Aa1 de officahs - when yo ' sellin ' , whatevah yo ' do in ' - d e revenooahs [revenue 
afficer s ]  or anythin ' lak dat , dey ' ll pas s  r ight on by yore house ,  pass r ight on 
.,.. 

Vhut chew do tub bring in customahs , why yo ' git dis incense . Yo ' g it d is in
cease an ' burn it . Yo ' know whut incense is . Git d is incense an ' burn it . Yo ' 
t.rn it at six a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' six a ' clock in d e  evenin ' an ' twelve 
a1clock dat night , an ' den do de same thin ' in de mawnin ' , an ' d e  customahs will 
jes1 [ come ] r ight on in . Why dat incense go up , it goes up an ' it  perfumes de 
taase an ' de scent go es out . Jes ' kinda cPack yo ' dO '  [ leave door slightly aj ar ] 
.a de scent kin go out , j es '  go outa de house , an ' dey ' ll j es '  come in dere  by 
avves .  

Yo ' go in de woods an ' git d is thin ' whut chew call High John de Conkah - g it 
.. � High John de Conkah an ' take off . When yo ' go in , bite a piece of it  off  in 
JD!e mout ' an ' chew it . 

CWhen you go into the courtroom? ) 
When yo ' go in de co ' troom , bite a p iece o f  it  off  an ' den whilst  yo ' settin ' 

� .  yo ' undahstan ' ,  j es '  have a tendency tub spit , j es '  spfutt-spfutt in yo ' 
.aut ' , see , tuhwards de j udge . S ee .  Well , dat changes ' is min ' , de feelin ' s dat 
� bad tuhwards yo ' - in givin ' yo ' a sentence . Or may turn yo ' loo se . Well , 
.. � will change his mind . 

Ah ' ve heard dat dey kin take yore  foo t  track . Ah nevah have d id it . Ah 've 
... rd people say dey take yore  foot track,  if dey wanta run yo '  ' way, away fraa 
... - dat ' s  woman , a man , run yo ' outa town from aroun ' dere . Take yore  foot 
tEack an ' do sompin tub it , put sompin in it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' go tub de 
rlwah .  Take dat same d ir t ,  go tub d e  r ivah, yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' give three bad 
WDrd.a an '  throw hit in de r ivah an ' tell it  tub, "Go ! Go ! Go ! Don ' t reblrD 110 
.,• I "  An ' j es ' throw it r ight on in d e  r ivah an ' turn yOr e  back from where yo ' 
�ed it at , an ' don '  look back, an ' j es '  keep r ight on de way yo ' goiD' aa' 
.ao' t look back tub where yo ' throw it . 

Cihat do they put in that track tho se nine mornings - nine days? Do JDD � 
Ah don ' t  know whut dey put in it , but dat ' s  whut dey said dey do .  
[Ac tually , i t  i s  unnecessary t o  put anything in the tracks . ]  
Dey take de chamber lye . A woman kin take yore chamber lye an ' ber• an ' - lak 

JID 1  lak co ffee or tea - take an ' take yore chamber lye an 1 her cbnber l,e an' 
pt: nine drops of it in yore coffee an ' let chew dr ink. AD '  evahtbfn ' yo '  -ke , 
,a '  undahstan ' ,  yo ' cleave right onto her an ' give it to her. Vbem abe think yo ' 
p.tn' 1 yo ' laborin '  fo ' ano thah woman , anythin ' ,  when yo ' ca.e dere yo ' '111Dn 1 t  
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even stop till yo ' come dere an ' bring yore envelope,  yore payrol l ,  an ' give it 
up tuh her . 

(She mixes her chamber lye and his together until i t  makes nine drop s ? ) 
Yeah , tuh dat . 
Yo ' take nine nail s .  If she ' s a woman dat if yo ' sweet on her an ' she wants 

tuh have a whol e  latta mens , [ she] take nine nails an ' put ' em in a bottle,  put 
' em  in a bottle [ demonstrates]  lak dis  heah wit de haid s ,  wit all de haids settin' 
up lak dis  [ on their points ]  - in de bottle wit de haids sett in '  up .  Let d e  nail 
part be drivin ' , go down tuh de bot tom of d e  bottle . An ' set ' em  undah her baid , 
see . Den she take an ' put in dat bottle , yo ' undahstan ' ,  nine drops of chloro
form in dat ,  an1 den whenevah she gits ready,  now, dat ' s  d r ivin ' ' im away ,  see . 
Yo ' goin ' away from ' er fo ' three or f oah weeks . Jes ' long as she let dem nail 
haids set up 1ak dat in de bottl e ,  yo ' ll s tay ' way from der e .  Now, when she 
wants tub see yo ' ,  when yo ' done made a good HAID OF MONEY , she ' ll take dat same 
bottle an ' turn de nails haid down [ turn the bottle upside down] see , an ' let de 
bottle where dey [ nail s ]  set on up [ set upon their heads ] .  Turn de nail haid 
down. Well , dat puts yo ' on yore haid tuh see her , an ' regardless of whut chew 
doin ' or where yo ' workin ' at , yo ' comin ' . Turn de nail haid down . Well d en ,  
yo ' see, yo ' on yore haid tuh see her , when she turn dem nail haid down in dat 
bottl e .  Take an ' close it  up t ight wit a cork stoppah, ' fore dat stuff dere 
would run out , see , an ' turn de bottom up j es '  lak d is heah an ' let de haid be 
down lak da t .  

(That ' s  all she puts in that bottle , those nine nails and tho se nine drops of  
that chloroform? ) 

Dat ' s  all she put in dere . 
(And she puts it under her bed? ) 
Set it undah ' er baid whut she sleep in . 
YO ' Kli>W A WOMAN IS A TERR ' BLE THIN ' 1 IF YO ' TRAIL IT UP. AH 'VE DEALT WIT MANY 

OF ' EM . 
Now, a woman , she kin have yo ' an ' she will take a dishrag , yo ' undahstan ' .  

YO ' Kli>W WBUT A D ISHRAG IS , DON ' T  CHEW? She take a d ishrag an ' when yo ' have her, 
yo ' an' ' er have a connect ion tuhgethah, well , yo ' down dere yo ' know, she ' ll take 
dat dishrag an ' wipe herself wit it . See , wipe herself wit it an ' yore aome 
[ semen] an ' hers [ her aome ] would be r ight dere tuhgethah [ for her aome , see sec 
t ion IMPOTENCE] .  She take an ' wipe herself wit it an ' den take an ' ball it up 
j es '  lak dis heah [ demonstrates ] ,  j es '  ball it up an ' put it r ight undah de mat
tress - see, between de mattress . See , take an ' CUT A LITTLE HOLE IN DE BAlD 
where yo ' sleep at  an ' put up right undah dere . Den when he go off an ' try tuh 
have - now, when he go tuh have anothah woman ,  his thin ' would b e  j es ' a s  hard as 
a brick, an ' by de t ime he git on ' er it  would fall , can ' t have her tuh save his 
l if e .  Time he git on ' er ,  it would fall . 

D en he came r ight on back tuh her , leave dat same woman an ' come on back tuh 
her , an ' he ' ll git  on ' er an ' nevah fall . 

(Well , how could you get r id of that?  Can you get r id of that  in any way? )  
Yeah, yo ' kin git  r id o f  it . 
(What would he do ? )  
Jes ' - all yo ' gotta do , j es '  go an ' git anothah dishrag . Jes ' git chew a 

d ishrag , see , an ' git chew a d ishrag an ' whensomevah yo 1 have her , yo ' take an ' 
have her . All r ight , den yo ' j es '  take an ' take dat dishrag , .yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' 
wipe yo ' self  wit it . Take i t  chureself an ' wipe yoreself wit it , but chew gotta 
steal dis  dishrag . Jes ' lak ah come in yore house an ' yo ' got a d ishrag whut 
chew wa sh d e  d ishes wit . Well now, ah go tuh work an ' sneak aroun ' in dere an ' 
steal dat d ishrag unbeknownst tuh yo ' . Yo ' won ' t  know ah got it . Take dat same 
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�ag an ' ah go out an ' go an ' have her , an ' den take an ' wipe vi� i� . Wipe 
w.hself wit it - j es '  wipe mahself wit it an ' go ahead an ' bury i� in de groun ' . 
-.ry it in de groun ' an ' let it stay dere an ' rot . Well , dat take all da� away . 
� see, de ear ' draws all dat from out der e ,  see . Well , it won ' t  �ke agy ' fec� 
a£all. [Your nature is restored . ] 

we11, dey take dat bow out de back of a man hat an ' run �o '  crazy . 
(Bow would they do that ? ) 
take dat bow outa yore hat an ' go in de woods an ' take yo ' a three-quar�h 

(!Deb] augah bit , or a half-inch bit , an ' bo ' yo ' a hole in a tree . An ' den � 
� a  peg j es '  de s ize of dat hole an ' put dat bow in dat hole an ' put dat peg 
Ia dere .  Put dat peg in dere an ' drive it i n  dere,  j es '  hit it one lick fo ' nine 
..-aiD ' s .  Go dere nine mawnin ' s  an ' hit it one lick until yo ' drive it  up, see . 
a• den when yo ' - de las ' l ick dat chew hit it , den yo ' give a oath,  "Dat ah ' ll 
.aah be bothahed wit chew no mo ' . " See , dat runs yo ' crazy . See , yo ' ll have a 
�· go an ' come . Yo ' ll be a man yo ' absent-minded , ' cuz dat bow is in dere,  in 
.. £ �ree . As dat tree grow, yo ' see , yore min ' will j es '  git flustarated . But 
7U ' don ' t drive it all de way up right immediately . 

TUh stop yo ' from havin ' any passage or lak dat , take an ' burn it in sompin 
t1ll it git dry , t ill  it  gits right dry , an ' d en take an ' put it in a t ree in a 
tale. Bo '  a hole in a tree an ' stop it up . Stop i t  up an ' drive it up in dere 
... yo ' can ' t  have-a action . Ah knowed a f ellah dat wus done lak dat an ' de 
.mc�or couldn ' t  do him no good . 

(Burning his business and put ting it  in the tree? ) 
Put it in de tree . 
Dey say dey kin take yore photograph an ' sleep on it fo ' nine night s .  Sleep 

aa it fo ' nine nights an ' den git chure min ' on whut d e  subj ec t dat chew an ' dem 
'-d talked de las ' talk yo ' had , an ' write i t  on a piece of papah . Write it  on 
a piece o f  papah an ' fold it up . An ' den take dat photograph an ' split it j es '  
1ak dat [make a split in the edge large enough to hold the paper ] , an ' put da t 
...e right down, whut de las ' conversat ion yo ' an ' dem had between dat , an ' den 
� it . Glue i t  back an ' den j es '  let it  lay between dat . 

(You split that photograph and put this lit t le note in that hole [ split ] and 
alae it back up? )  

Yes sir , j es '  lak yo ' take a piece of papah lak d is [demonstrates ] . Jes ' take 
aa' split it lak dat down enough, an ' den stick it r ight in dere,  an ' glue it up . 
AD' den continue tuh sleep on it , sleep wit it undah yore pillah, yo ' undahstan ' ,  
fo' Dine mawnin ' s .  Den af tah yo ' sleep on it fo ' nine mawnin ' s , den tak� an ' se� 
n back an ' lay it back on de wall . An ' if yo ' want dem peopl e ,  dey ' ll come r� 
aa �uh yo ' an ' stay wit yo ' .  An ' dat j es '  draws d ey min ' right up t uh yo ' .  

Dey kin take it an ' run yo ' outa town . Jes ' go tuh de graveyard at nigh� aftah 
.tz a ' clock an ' - but chew got ta pay fo ' de graveyard dir t . Well , yo ' go�ta go 
£ah someone dat wus bad , j es '  lak he a [murderer ] or a bad man , kills an ' robs 
people ; an ' yo ' know ' is name an ' call ' im by name . But chew gotta paY hia be
fo ' - tuh do anythin ' ,  yo ' gotta leave him a penny . Take an ' put a penny down on 
top of de grave , lets [leave]  one of ' em dere , an ' says , "John , 11 says , '*ah1a usin1 

.. e of yore  d ir t  an ' ah want chew tuh conkah d is fo 1 me a'ii'&h 'm payin • yo 1 fo 1 
.!!_. Heah ' s a penny . "  An ' put dat penny down in de grave an ' covah i� up• Den 
11� dat d ir t  an ' come on back an ' j es '  throw i t  all roun ' in de yard . up on de 
eo ' ch,  roun ' where dem people is got ta walk at , an ' dey can ' t  aiss 1� . Dey can ' t  
.tay in town, dey can ' t s tay nowhere in town contin ' ly [con�1ntwl l y) - dey got ta 
leave outa dat town . 

Jes ' lak if ah kill a man, well , yo ' take dat blood . Take da� blood , part o f  
.. � blood of who ah killed , an ' take dat blood an ' git i� an '  si� Dine drops of 
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watah, clear watah - nine drops of clear watah an ' put it in a li ' le vial . Jes ' 
put it in a l i ' le vial an ' set it out in de open air in de mawnin ' an ' let it 
stay . De tfme yo ' git up , nobody don ' t know whut chure doin ' wit it . Set it out 
in de open air fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' den on de tenth mawnin ' , if dat man sit awab 
he ' s  comin ' back - he ' s  comin ' back, he can ' t stay away . Yo ' see dat blood shows 
�· see, an ' he j es '  can ' t sit away . He had de intention tuh go , but he can ' t 
go . An ' he ' ll come1 come right back, yo ' undahstan ' ,  in de neighborhood where 
yo ' kin lay yore eyes on ' im . An ' den put de officahs on ' im .  Yo ' see , dat work 
kinda lak a rabbit . If yo ' go out huntin '  [and ] yo ' jump a rabbit up right chere, 
an1 yo ' run ' t.  all de way roun ' , an ' when yo ' kill ' im, yo ' ll kill ' fm  neah dat 
spo t ,  where :zo ' first Jumped ' im up at . 

Tuh run away1 why he [a  fugitive from the law] kin git some turpentine an ' put 
in his shoes. or he kin go through a lot - go through a lot an ' dey ' ll nevah git 
' im .  

---(What kiDd o f  a lot ? )  
A horse lot1 where cows an ' hogs an ' sheep an ' one thin ' anothah - j es '  goes 

through a hos lot an' j es '  pick up some of dat hog stuff , ' nure [manure] dere , 
yo ' undahatan1 1 an '  j es '  put it in his pocket , put it in ' is hip pocket an ' con
tinue tub ID• j es '  continue tuh go till he git out de reach of it . Well , dat -
dey ' ll jes '  ait off de track of  ' fm  an ' fo ' git ' im .  

[ In the preceding rite my informant misses the essential point o f  these escape 
rites - to k111 the scent  of your foot tracks so that dogs can not trail you (see 
similar rites in subsection MURDER) . A fugitive from the law would not have put 
hog manure in his pocket , he would have stepped in it , if his feet were bare ; or 
if wearing sboes1 rubbed them thoroughly in it . ]  

Dey say yo ' kin - j es '  lak yo ' have a wen on yo ' or anythin ' lak dat an ' can ' t  
git it off 1 j ea '  go tuh a dead person befo ' he ' s  buried an ' talk tuh him, an '  
whatevah his D&ae i s  [ speak it ] , tell ' 1m  whut chew wanted done, says , 11Th'IS"""is 
a misery ah want chew tuh carry wit yo 1 in ordah dat it ' ll nevah come back on me 
no mo ' " .  An' rub it , rub dat wen on ' im , even if it ' s  on yore face or on yore 
han' , j es '  rub dat on ' im an ' den turn roun ' an ' walk out [don ' t  look back] . An ' 
when dey bury ' t-1 dey ' ll bury dat wen wit ' im - · he ' ll carry it right on wit ' fm . 
[For cure of ven by dead , see FACI , 2nd ed . ,  p . 33 2 ,  Nos . 7159-7160 ; cure of mole,  
p . 332 , No . 7164 . ]  

' 

De Klu-Kluz [-Klan] do dat . Dey make a li ' le box if dey wan ' chew tuh git 
outa town. Dey take an ' form a box lak a coffin an ' den dey ' ll put right - bury 
it right in de front of yore yard lak a coff in - !!!• shape lak a grave r ight in 
yore yard front of yuh do ' • An ' den dey '  11 write on yore do ' a cross  say, "Beware 
an ' Begone . "  See. Well , yo ' git up , yo ' see dat [grave] out dere an ' den da ' 
thin ' [ cross]  on dere [door ] , yo ' don ' t  know whut tuh do . Why yo ' go out [ the 
house]  an ' go ahead on out [of town] . 

(What - how b ig a grave do they make? ) 
Jes ' a little shape - j es '  a little thin ' ' bout lak [demonstrates ] , j es '  lak 

a grave . 
(About a foot long . )  
' Bout a foot long . 
(What part of the country do they do that in? )  
De; do da ' chere.  
Yo sit chew some chloroform - some Hearts Chloroform [ Co Zogne ] an ' take yo ' 

de lef ' hin ' foot of a rabb it . [ LATER, IN THE TOAD RITE THAT FOLLOWS THIS RABBIT 
RITE, HE SAYS HE MEANS HEARTS COLOGNE. ] Git chew a lef ' hin ' foot of a rabbit an' 
put dat - j es '  soak dat rabbit foot in dat chloroform [ cologne] befo ' yo ' start , 
soak it in dat chloroform [ cologne] good . Den take it out befo ' yo ' start out an' 
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let it dry . Soak in d er e  good . Den aftah it dry an ' soak in dere sood. yo ' 
'DO THREE DROPS OF DAT SAME CHLOROFORM [ COLOGNE ) an ' drop on dat rabbf.t foot . 
Den yo ' [demonstrates ] take one drop an ' rub it r ight : one ovah on dis ere. aa '  
oae heah, an ' d en yo ' take one an ' rub it  right down heah . 

(YOU PUT ONE DROP ON EACH EYE AND THEN ONE DROP ON YOUR CHIN . ) 
[NO tic e - 3 PLACES OR POINTS FORMING A TRIANGLE . )  
Right on heah . An ' d en yo ' take dat rabbit foo t an ' put it  in yore risht 

pocket , an' when yo ' ' preach ' im  [ the boss ] , have it out in your han' j es '  was' an' he may not have nuthin fo ' yo ' tub do r ight den , but he ' s  goin ' tub 
int chew a time tub come back soon an ' he ' ll give yo ' a j ob d en - make a way 

crpen f o ' yo ' • 
[The preceding rabbit foot is called a. hand - a magic helper . For various 

types of rabbit-foot hands , see margin title RABBIT FOOT , p . 632 . ]  
Yo ' kin git chew a toad[rog .  Yo ' kin take yo ' a toadfrog an ' j es '  g it chew 

SOME CHLOROFORM , some good chloroform - AH MEAN PERFUME . Git chew some good 
perfume . 

(Well now, d id you use chloroform b efore [ in the rabbit rite]  or did you use 
perfume? ) 

Yo ' kin use perfume - de perfume [ that ]  is de best , dis  Hearts CoZogne . 
[Because he says , "Yo ' kin use perfume , " I repeat the question . ]  
�EN YOU TOLD ME ABOUT THAT RABBIT ' S  FOOT , DID YOU USE CHLOROFORM OR DID YOU 

USE PERFUME? ) 
YO ' USE PERFUME ON DAT RABBIT ' S  FOOT . 
ROw, yo ' take dis frog , don ' kill ' im . Yo ' goin '  out gamblin ' an ' yo ' take 

dis frog an ' ketch it , an ' put  thr ee drops of Hearts CoZogne r ight in de top o f  
hi s  haid - see,  r ight in de top of his haid . An ' d en,  if yo ' shoot dice,  j es '  
lak when yo ' goin ' - b efo ' yo ' come in heah , dey all shootin '  dic e  in heah or 
..-blin '  whatevah - go out in de to ilet some place d er e  an ' take dat frog out an ' 
rub yore han' ' cross ' is haid like dat three times , see . Den stick ' im  back down 
f.n a papah bag , wrap him up good an ' put ' im right on d e  inside of yore pocket 
an '  let ' im  stay d er e .  An ' if yo ' don ' win money, yo ' nevah will win nuthin . 
Dat ' s  r ight . 

If yo '  so lucky , people will throw salt on yo ' unbeknownst tub yo ' while yo ' 
l!!blin' [ d emonstrates ] .  Dat takes yor e  luck.  

(They throw salt on your back if you are lucky . ) 
Yeah . If d ey throw salt on yore back yo ' be unlucky den - dat ' s ' fore yo ' git 

dat frog . But if yo ' ve go t dat frog in yore pocket an ' yo ' done dressed dat froa. 
dey kin throw all de salt on yo ' dey wanta an ' dey ' ll nevah - it nevah take effect . 

Yo ' kin go out in de f ield an ' git chew broomstraw, grain [a  plant ] - yo ' kaow. 
straw whut grow in de f ield , dat ' s bran ' -new. Now, take it an ' make a broaa out 
of it . 

(Out of broomstraw. ) 
Long broom lak dis heah [ broomstraw tied together at one end and without 

wood en  handle] , an ' sweep yore house evah mawnin' wit  dat  broom - see1 wit da� 
broom . Den take dat broom an ' step backwards ,  yo ' under stan ' - three •!!J �k
wards towards de do ' ,  an ' three from de do ' back intuh de house . See1 an deD 
take dat broom an ' have two [ table]  fo ' ks up ovah yo ' do ' where de people .;;;;; 
i.n at [ forks to push customers into the house] , up ovah yore do ' •  an' pa£ da� 
broom - let dat broom lay ' cro ss de do ' [ not on the floor - people wua1d ....r 
step over it - but over the door ] where yo ' come in at . [The broaa a.er door 
sweeps in customers . ]  An ' dat bring all d e  luck . Don ' t do uatbia bat ...ep it . 
j es '  sweep yore house wit dat  broom, nuthin else .  

(Br ings i n  the customers t o  buy from you . )  
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Yeah . 
[As so , so many times , I ask for a repetition . ]  
(Now let me understand . You take this broom after you sweep and you do what?  

Take three steps back? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' take , yo ' see yo ' walks three steps back disaway [demonstrates ] .  

Yo ' go t chure broom in yore han ' s disaway . Den af tah yo ' git back dere,  den yo ' 
walk three steps disaway . [Walk backwards three steps out the door . ]  Den yo ' 
turn roun ' - dis de same do ' way - yo ' come in dere . [Walk backwards three steps 
to the door . ]  Den have yo ' fo ' k  an ' den lay dat broom right up ovah de do ' ,  
right in dere.  

(Now, there ' s  your door [ I  point to the door ] . You are out there , out side the 
door and you walk three steps in - [ I  mean] walk three steps backwards [out the 
door and turn round ] . Then you walk three steps in [and through the door ] with 
the broom over your head like this . )  

[ I  somet:t.es did a lit tle demonstmting on my own . ]  
Oat ' s  right. 
(Then you put it up over the door ? )  
Put it up ovah de do ' • 
Dey take Dine pins an ' bend ' em  down [demonstrates ] . 
(Bend th- in the shape of a "U" ? )  
Yeah, dat ' s  right , j es '  bend ' em  right down , an ' nine needles an ' don ' t - yo ' 

can' t bead de. needles , but take dem needles an ' dem pins an' put in a cork stop
pah,  an ' stick 'em up an ' put ' em  in a box . An ' git chew some po tash - git chew 
some potash an' some graveyard dus t , an ' de whiten of  a fresh-laid hen aig an ' 
put in dat boz. [ Somewhere a white candle is called a whiten candle ; see also 
whiten vinegar , somewhere . ] An ' slip tuh dere hous e where dey at an ' bury it 
undah dere do ' . An' a s  dey come ovah it , come ovah i t ,  come ovah it - dey ' ll 
have pains . An '  j es '  lak d em  pins is bend down, dat ' s  de  way de pains will 
double yo ' up .  down. an ' de needles represent s de sharpness of de pains . Dem 
needles v1l1 be stickin ' up , yo ' understand ,  dere . Evah time yo ' penetra te  
through dere  [I  interrupt ,  or turn off machine] . 

(What does the white of  the egg represent ? )  
D e  white of de aig , yo ' undahstan ' ,  represents driven away - see, driven away, 

da t yo ' got a weak constitution . D ere ' s  no strength tuh de whiten of de aig , 
' cuz yo ' done separated de yallah from de aig ,  an ' i t  represent s a weak consti
tution . An' evah time yo '  go dere yo ' git s  weakah an ' weakah, till it  j es ' slime 
away tuh itself . An '  j es '  lak do s e  pins , da t ' s  de way yo ' ll be . 

Yo ' kin take sulphur an ' burn it in yore house an ' dat is fo ' luck . Yo ' kin 
take sulphur an ' iucense an ' burn it in yore  house fo ' luck, an ' it [also ] keeps 
down de odor of whiskey an ' thin ' s lak dat . 

Yo ' kin take a eel an' take his hide,  an ' aftah yo ' ketch a eel an ' soak -
when it gits dry , den soak it a ' gin,  soak it in some alcohol till yo ' stretch it 
out good , see . Jes ' stretch it out an ' yo ' kin make a belt an ' wear da t .  Wear 
it roun ' yo ' ,  it ' s  good fo ' rheumatism . An ' den ag ' in,  it makes yo '  s tiak [ slip
pery and sly] , see - it makes yo ' do stiak thin ' s , see . Yo ' kin do tPiaks an ' 
git away wit it , yo ' undahstan ' .  

[The word t.riak in hoodoo has two general meanings : (1 ) a deception usually 
of a clever nature with harmful result (see margin title TRICKS , pp . 260-268 ) ; 
and (2)  tPiak is a synonym for hUz.ting� aunjUPing� Poo twoPking� witahaPafting 
and hoodooing . 1 

A eelskin , yo ' kin make a belt of it an ' put i t ,  wear it right round yore 
waist - right next to yore skin . An ' if anybodt grab holt  of  yo ' , it ' ll take 
dere strength away from dem, yo ' undahstan ' ,  an caus e ' em  tuh come weak . Dey 
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1!£ nervous - dey become nervous , yo ' see . Yo ' sit slick [ slippery. aa thnaCb 
cavered with oil]  - dey couldn ' t  throw yo ' ,  can ' t  even throw yo ' • 

.OW, yo ' kin take a black cat an ' don ' kill it . Go tuh a rivab, go tUk raaDln' 
�� an '  have yo ' a pot . An ' yo ' take dat black cat [with you] . An ' � cbare 
� on an ' have yore f ire ' roun ' de pot , an ' have yore watah boilin ' bo� . AD• 
� dat cat dere blindfolded - see , have ' im  blindfolded in a bag .  An ' dea wbea 
� aatah gits tuh boilin ' good an ' hot , j es '  take dat - have yo ' a lid - jea' 
.-e dat cat an ' dump ' im,  whove [heave] him right down in dat hot watah . Den 
� de lid on dere an ' let ' im stay dere an ' cook till de meat j es '  come off hia 
..... 

IDv, yo ' - yo ' gotta have a nerve tuh do dis . Yo ' take an ' sit right dere aide 
.t de watah where it runnin ' an ' yoreself , an ' j es '  take bone fo ' bone outa dat 
� an' suck it , suck de meat off it an ' throw it in dat runnin ' watah . Den keep 
.. aackin' , suckin ' an ' throw it in dat runnin ' watah till yo ' git de right bone. 
� .  yo ' know, watah goin ' down dis way , anythin ' yo ' throw in dere,  why evah
�· goin ' wit de  watah . Well , now de bone yo ' want , if yo ' git hold of de right 
t..e - yo '  got ta suck till yo ' git de right bone . Now, de bone dat comes back up 
e. de stream, de obj ect of de bone comin ' back tuh yo ' ,  dat ' s  chure bone . Now, 
,.• �ke dat bone an ' j es '  weah it - j es '  carry it in yore pocket an ' yo ' kin do 
!!ltbin' yo ' wanta do . 

People git poisoned. Yo ' take a snake , a poison snake an ' kill ' im  an ' take 
a.. haid an ' put it in a stove , a hot stove , until it cook dry ,  j es '  dry , till 
� dry lak powdah . Den yo ' take dat haid out , take dat haid out , git chew a 
t.ct1e an ' j es '  roll it till it look lak powdah . It  come tuh a powdah, see . An ' 
� it in a bottle an ' j es '  take a li ' le of it , an ' if yo ' want tuh - if yo ' want 
� kill a person or whatevah yo ' wanta - tuh have 'venge [vengeance] of a person, 
� yo ' kin j es '  take a li ' le o f  dat dust an ' put it in de whiskey or whatevah yo' 
..._ roun ' . Put it in de whiskey an ' it will knock a fellah down , kill ' im . 

If someone is livin ' next do ' tuh yo ' an ' yo ' can ' t  git ' long wit ' em ,  yo ' kin 
.ale some red peppah . Now, j es '  lak yo ' on dat side an ' yo ' got yore stove flue 
c..in' up through de same chimley,  but mine comes dis  way an' yores comes de 
� way . Well now, yo ' kin take nine pods of red peppah an ' burn it in yore 
.aa.e. see . Well ,  dat smoke goes up ovah yorn [ your f lue ] so well , dey can ' t  
.... it . 

(rhat will come through into the other side of the house . )  
1Kll come through tuh de  othah side of de house . Well , now dey gotta leave 

�. Yo ' burn dat . Yo ' take nine pods of peppah an ' burn it in yore stove fo ' 
� .awnin' s ,  an ' if yo ' don ' t  min ' [pay any attention] , befo ' de nine mawnin' a  
-.£ dey done hunt anothah place - an '  moved out dere .  

SHE IS A SEER 

IF SOMEONE STOLE SOMPIN AN ' YO ' WANT 'EM TUH COME BACK • • •  
GIT CHEW A PIECE OF PLAIN WRITIN ' PAPAH • • •  
WRITE DAT PERSON NAME ON DAT STATIONERY • • •  

YO ' DON 'T KNOW WHO TOOK IT BUT • • •  YO ' HAVE A IDEA OF JIIK) • • •  
WRITE DOSE NAMES DOWN ON DAT PIECE OF PAPAH • • •  
PUT IT IN WATAH • • • PUT NINE DROPS • • •  TURPENTI!IE 

IN DAT GLASS OF WATAH DAT CHEW STICK DAT PAPAB H • • •  
TAKE DE PAPAH CATACORNAH [FOLD SHEET OF PAPER DIAGO&tLLJ] 

AN ' DROP DE NAMES DOWN IN DIS GLASS • • •  
HOL ' DIS PAPAH [IN THE GLASS OF WATER] TUB DB LIGIO • • •  
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AN ' DE PERSON DAT STOLE DE THIN 'S WILL APPEAH 
COME RIGIJP TUH :tORE MIN ' - APPEAH RIGHT IN FRONT OF DAT PAPAH 

BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

[ S ince neither I uor intended readers of HOODOO can drop a list of names into 
a glass o f  water and have one o f  the names turn into the image o f  a person, it is 
evident that informant 1222 , a young waman, claims in the preceding t itle quota
t ion to be a seer . Almo st every hoodoo doctor , as HOODOO illustrates , assert s he 
ha s the gift o f  seeing, or foreseeing, or backseeing . The latter ability appears 
in every case where the dOctor tells his patient how he was tricked� hurt or cun
jured. That title quotat ion by the way is informant ' s  best rite and a complicated 
one , as  we shall learn later . Her material comes from cylinder s C4 91 : 2-C4 95 : 3  = 
2072-207 6 . ]  

Whut ah heard about de chicken aig , ah heard dat dey sa id yo ' could take nine 
black chicken aigs,  black hen aigs  an ' take hit - but  dey have tuh be  fresh laid 
aigs . Take nine fresh-la id aigs of a black hen an ' take an ' go tuh dis per son 
house dat chew wanta harm ' em . Take it tuh dat fellah house an ' yo ' bury three 
tuh de front an ' bury three at de back, an ' yo ' bury three tuh de east side of 
de house , yo ' undahstan ' .  [ This leaves the west or sundown side o f  the house 
open for the victim . ]  An ' den yo ' take an ' yo ' git eight , [ I  mean] nine bran ' 
new needles wit dose aig s ,  an ' nine bran ' -new straight pins . An ' den yo 1 have 
tuh have a box of sulphuh . Well , yo 1 take dat sulphuh an 1 dose nine needles an ' 
st ick do se needle down right roun ' do se nine aigs on each side , yo ' undahstan ' .  
An ' den yo ' take dat sulphuh an ' yo ' put dat sulphuh down wit dem aigs an ' nee
�· An ' dat is  fo ' tuh drive away a person - j es '  lak if yo ' wanta run anyone 
outa town, dat is whut dat ' s  fo ' .  

(You take nine pins , too ? )  
Yeah, yo ' take nine aigs , nine bran ' -new needles , nine bran ' -new stra ight pin& 
(Well , you didn ' t tell me what you did with those straight p ins . )  

Ah tole yo ' tuh take de needles an ' yo ' put de needles , an ' de straight p ins -
yo ' see , yo ' put nine each, yo ' know, [ I  mean] yo ' put three o f  each - j es '  lak 
yo ' put three aigs heah . 

(You ' ve got three eggs on three sides of the house? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(Now you have one needle with each egg or you have nine needles around each 

egg ? )  
Yo ' have one needle aroun ' each aig ,  which would make three needles wit de 

three aig s . 
(Yes , you have one pin with each egg ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(And you have the sulphur around these eggs . )  
Yes . 
(Altogether you only have nine needles and nine p ins ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
Jes ' lak yo ' wants tuh make love , yo ' takes - j es '  git chew Zow whiskey [ cheap 

whiskey] , don ' t  need much whiskey , but it have tuh be seal whiskey [ sealed in a 
bottle with government tax , not bootleg whiskey] . An ' yo ' take dat an ' j es '  lak 
yo ' wanta git de skin from undah a person feet - take dat halfa p int of whiskey 
an ' soak dey feet an ' scrape dat dead skin from undah dere . An ' put dat halfa 
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pint of whiskey in de darkes ' cornah of yor e house , let dat � ..c �e fo ' 
foah weeks . An 1 den take dat whiskey an ' j es 1 lak yo 1 wanted bah liD --.111 fo 1 
a per son . Now, dat ' s  fo ' love affair s . Yo ' undahstan ' now, don ' � � - lGYe 
affair s . Jes ' lak yo ' wanted tuh give somebody somp in to make a per8DD lGYe yo' , 
JU 1  j es ' take yore HeaPts CoZoqne , a small bottle . Well , dey wouldu' � kaDw wba� 
�� vuz - medic ine , see . An ' yo ' give ' em  dat . Yo ' take dat an ' yo '  feed tt tab 
a fellah in his coffee or his tea or anythin ' he eat or anythin ' yo ' cook, � 
.. e stuff in it fo 1 love . 

{All you are do ing then is putting this dead skin from your feet into � 
.ad putting it into his food . )  

Yes . 
[At the same time she al so uses a few drops of perfume separately or in the 

wbiskey . ]  
Dey kin put it in a book , yeah, on its fac e ,  de photograph . Yo ' lay it dovu 

OD i t s  fac e though , in a book an ' put it undah anythin ' in yore house . L et it 
1e de dark par t  o f  yore house . An ' dat ' 11 keep ' 1m  U.ngahin ' .  Dat won ' t  kill 
•t. r ight immed iately , but dat ' ll keep ' im  Zingahin ' .  

If he leave home , yo ' take his track - take his lef ' track . But if he leave , 
JU 1 don 1 t take it fo in ' from yo ' .  Jes ' de way lak he walk out d i s  do ' ,  yo '  go 
.. way he goin ' an comes back tuh de house , an ' pick up his lef ' track an ' put 
tt in a box . An 1 take sulphuh an 1 d i s  heah Come Baak Love Powdah, an ' yo ' .1!!!£. 
.. � in dere wit dis track an ' de sulphuh . An ' take it an ' take it in yore house 
aa1 keep it r ight where yo ' lay it , keep it right tuh de very side of de bed dat 
cbev lay in, an ' dat ' ll br ing ' im back quickah den anythin ' in de world . 

If yo '  wants tuh have him back , yo ' go tuh de sto ' an ' buy a bran ' -new pocket 
t.a' ke ' ch ' ef - a large one . An ' don ' t  de woman use dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  or de man , 
Jea1 which one yo ' tryin ' tuh br ing back . If ah have a man an ' ah want s tuh 
k'iDg ' im back tuh me , he want s tuh leave , ah buy me a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' 
da' ef .  Ah ' d  have intahco ' se wit ' im . When ah have intahco ' se , ah let ' im  use 
.. � han ' ke 1 ch ' ef .  an ' evah spot dat he ' ll leave on dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  yo ' t ie a 
t.D t  in it an 1 draw it j es '  a s  tight as yo ' kin,  an ' t ie it tuh yore bed spr ings. 
rt!h� on de very side dat he used tuh sleep on . An ' dat will br ing his min ' -
... dat tie him up. He can ' t  git up a heart fo ' nary anothah woman , an ' dat 
1dll make him , bring ' is min ' right on yo ' • An 1 dat 1 11 make him come back . 

Git chaw a bran ' -new pocketknif e  an ' yo ' git chew a l i ' le sack , a li ' le ole 
..ek, yo ' kin make yo ' one at home . Yo ' put d is pocketknife in dat sack an ' yo ' 

1p �h de graveyard an ' yo ' git up some of dat graveyard dua ' , git it from de 
... � side o f  de graveyard .  Yo 1 put dat graveyard dus ' an ' j es '  burn inc ense -
� it an ' git de ashes . Put dat in yore pocket [ sack] an ' go tuh de man an '  
� ' im  fo 1 a j ob .  Whethah he want chew or not ,  he ' ll hire yo 1 •  

An '  if yo ' want him tuh pay mo ' , yo ' ll renew dat dust . Jes ' lak if yo '  work
fa' today an ' he suppo sed tuh raise yore wages nex ' month . Well , yo ' ao dere an '  
10 right back tuh de same place where yo ' got dat from an ' renew it . AD' jes' 
t..p a-puttin ' dat same on dere an ' burnin ' dat incense , an ' use i� �� da� daa' 
... dat bran ' -new pocketknife , an ' he pay yo ' j es '  whut chew ask fo ' - be aive 
)81 j es ' zactly whut chew ask fo ' . 

De hair from undah a woman ' s arm - see , she sweat , yo ' kDov. Vell., •� .:Jak, 
... i f  she got a man , yo ' j es ' take an ' cut some o f  dat hair ou� fa. gn4eh ' er  
aa an ' twist i t  up tuhgethah an ' weah it in ' is undahsuit - sew tt v ill a aack 
-· veah it in ' is undahsuit . He tie her up , she can ' t  leave b:la • way abe �ry. 

If yo ' workin ' an ' not gittin ' a good pay ,  yo ' g o  tub-a � �  .eo ' , aay .- 1  da t  chew think sell it , an ' j es '  git chew a bottle of d1a ._. w.,... oil. . 
� · s a o il in a bo ttle , an ' yo ' take dat o il an ' yo ' rubs �� ..ab � face au ' 
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han ' s  evah night , if yo ' want tuh git a j ob ,  if yo ' want bettah pay fo ' a j ob or 
anythin ' lak dat . Rub it ovah yore han ' s  an ' face evah mawnin ' . An ' evah mawnin' 
when yo ' go tuh dat man, de third mawnin ' , yo ' ast ' im fo ' mo ' wages , he ' 11 give 
yo ' mo ' wages , see . 

An '  if yo ' want - j es '  lak if yo ' heah an ' want tuh leave a per son an ' don ' t  
know how tuh go , scared tuh git off , yo ' j es '  only go down an ' git ' is undahsuit . 
An ' cut d e  seat out d e  undahsuit an ' put it in a snuf fcan , an ' put sulphuh an ' 
whiskey wit his undahsuit an ' throw it anywhere in de yard . An ' he ' ll ' part away 
from yo ' j es '  lak dat , an ' yo ' kin go where yo ' wanta go an ' come when yo ' git 
ready . Be couldn ' t  say anythin ' tuh yo ' .  

An ' if yo ' wants tuh make peac e in a home , j es '  lak if me an ' mah husban ' git
t in '  ' long bad an '  ah want chew tuh make peac e fo ' me in mah home . Well , yo ' go 
an ' yo ' git chew a can of dis Red Seal Lye potash . Yo ' take de whole can an ' yo ' 
empty it uudah de do ' steps an 1 empty i t  undah d e  gate .  An ' yo ' come right back 
befo ' yo ' close dat hole up [ in the can] , an ' yo ' take a box of red peppah an ' a 
box of sulphuh, an ' yo ' drop half of d e  sulphuh , half of de red peppah in dat 
same hole of potash . Undahs tan ' ,  covah i t  back up . Yo ' go tuh de back step an ' 
yo ' do de same thin ' . Dat ' s  peace if he stayin ' out an ' won ' t  come home , late 
at night , an'  yo ' want ' im tuh come home . Or eithah bring his money home , stay 
at home . Dat will make peace in any home . Sprinkle it  all in d e  cornah of yore 
house,  dat red peppah . 

An '  if yo '  wanta sell whiskey an ' don ' t want d e  law tuh ketch yo ' , yo ' kin git 
de same Ked Seal Lye an ' Hearts Cologne , an ' scrub yore house out wit Hearts Co
logne an' bury dat Hearts Co logne an ' Red Seal Lye tuh yore do ' ,  an ' de police 
couldn' t  nevah come no fur thah den yore gat e .  He nevah will search yore house . 

Tell yo ' how tuh do dat . Yo ' git chew nine needles an ' yo ' go in ' ' fore de 
j udge , goin ' on a hard cas e or any kinda cas e .  Yo ' gi t  chew nine needles an ' yo ' 
makes a cross wit ' em . Yo ' cross it  j es '  lak if yo ' makin ' a cross , pin it all 
de way down yo ' . Yo ' git chew a box of dis whole gra in red peppah an ' as yo ' 
goin '  tuh co ' t ,  yo ' gi t  dat peppah in yore han ' . Well , nobody wouldn ' t  pay dat 
no ' tenshun, dat whole grain peppah an ' dem nine needles . An ' yo ' use de words , 
"Judge, wit ' out God yo ' can ' t  do me no harm . "  'nat ' s  de words yo ' use as yo ' go 
intuh co 1 t ,  an ' yo ' drop dis whole grain peppah, j es '  drop it  away as yo ' go . 
An ' he can ' t ,  he ' ll puzzle his min ' tuh death . An ' d em  nine needles - an ' write 
de j udge name three times ' cros s , j es '  lak yo ' cross do se needles . Yo ' cross 
dose name evah tiae yo ' wr it e  ' em , three times yo ' cro ss  do se names . Put it in 
de bot tom of yore shoe an ' go tuh co ' t  an ' git b efo ' him . He couldn ' t  f ine yo ' 
tuh save his lf e ,  he puzzle his min ' , can ' t f ine yo ' .  

(Now those needles are where ,  down your coat ? )  
Right straight down . 
(You cross them like that , one cross and b elow that another cross . )  
Cross ' em  j es '  lak da t . 
(What do you do with that odd needle , the ninth needle? ) 
Yo ' take hit an ' yo ' pins de ninth one , yo ' pin it in d e  bot tom of dat papah . 

Pin dat papah wit -it an ' weah it wit his name in de bot tom of yo ' shoe . An ' when 
yo ' git in dere,  yo ' carry dat peppah an ' all de whole time yo '  walkin ' tuh him . 
Why yo ' j is '  talk an ' drop d e  peppah all roun ' in der e ,  j es '  drop dat peppah an ' 
yo ' puzzle his min ' . He couldn ' t  f inish it tuh save his lif e .  

Wanta go , leave heah , an ' yo ' haven ' t got much money . Lak ro ' goes up tuh a 
man an 1 ast ' 1m fo ' money , yo ' kin git chew - ah kin go anywhere roun ' heah now 
an ' git de same thin ' , if ah go out in d e  wood s . Yo ' git chew a little pine sa� 
lin ' dat ' s  green . Yo ' doesn ' t  git anythin ' dat ' s  old , one growin 1 up , an 1 if  yo 
knows , a little bud in der e ,  yo ' cut i t  out , an ' shave of f dat ole bark off it , 
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aa' yo ' take a knife or fo ' k  or anythin ' [ sharp ]  an ' yo ' stick it rtlbt down in 
4ere, an ' den yo ' take an ' stuff it fulla salt , table salt an ' red P!PP!h· Put 
it in yore pocket an ' walk up tub him, any man in de street 1 anywhere dat claew 
� go t  any money , an ' ast ' im tub lend yo ' money . He ' ll l end it tub ,a ' . 
Tarn it down so dat s tuff will always , yo ' know, always be in yor e clo thes . AD '  
,a ' go up tub any man yo ' kin go  tub an ' ast  ' im fo ' money , an ' if  he got it . be 
can' t tell yo ' no - he ' ll let chew have it . 

An '  if yo ' wants tub git a woman an ' yo ' don ' t know how tub git ' er an' yo '  
can' t git tub her , yo ' git anyone yo ' know da t kin git in near tub her , an ' take 
aae dfme 1  a silvaft dime . Scrape dat s ilvah dime , scrap e dat silvah dime an ' if 
Sbe dr ink whiskey or anythin ' she dr ink , git a frien ' of  hers an ' scrape dat 
ailvah dime an ' put dat silvah dime an ' wash undah heah an ' git d e  sweat from 
..tab yore arms . 

Yo ' git a silvah d ime an ' scrape it o f f  intuh da t whiskey , or anythin ' 
..ata fix fo ' her , an ' take dat same whiskey an ' wash undah yore arms an ' 
'-ck in dere in de bo ttle , an ' if yo ' can ' t git tub her , j es '  give it tub 
ar anyone dat yo ' know dat be ' s  ' sociate wit ' er 1  an ' let ' er dr ink dat . 
a.e der e .  She ' ll come hoppin '  in whethah yo ' want ' er back or not . 

yo ' 
po ' it  
a friend 
She ' 11 

An '  de toenails or f ingahnails , yo '  take d em  an ' if yo ' want somebody tub 
leave yo ' ,  yo ' take her toenails an ' f ingahnails an ' cut ' em off . An ' af tah yo ' 
� it off , yo ' take it an ' put it in a rag . an ' den yo ' take it an ' yo ' go tub 
._ graveyard , an ' yo ' git some of  de graveyard dus t an ' put it wit dem f ingah
.ails an ' dem to enails , an ' put it tuhgethah an ' mix it up .  Jes ' tie it j es '  as 
ti&ht as yo ' kin t ie it 1 an ' take it an ' carry it - j es '  lak a freight train or 
!!7thin 1  go in ' off . Yo ' want ' er tub leave , yo ' throw it on dat train , dat train 
.. t ' s  go in ' . If yo ' want ' er tub come back, put dat on a train dat ' s  goin ' come 
'-ck dat way. A freight or anythin ' ,  a car . Anybody goin ' off from der e 1  yo ' 
�ow i t  if yo ' want ' er tub leave yo ' .  An ' she ' ll git up an ' go . 

If yo ' write a person an ' dey wanted tub hurt chew any way, if it ' s  yore han ' 
writin ' , dey kin . Dey j es '  take yore han ' writin '  an ' burn it up in de dust , burn 
de lettah up an ' make a dust out of it . An 1 take dis lettah - an ' take de dust 
an' put it wit some sulphuh1 an ' graveyard dust wit it 1 an ' bury it an ' it will 
kill yuh . If dey wanta kill yo ' ,  dey kin kill yuh . If dey don ' t wanta kill yo ' ,  
d!y kin throw it ovahbo ' d  or scat tah it on de watah 1 an ' yo ' ll git drownded or 
aa,thin ' lak dat . Dat dust will do dat . 

If yo ' want a per son tub come back,  yo ' git twelve horseshoe  nails . Git twe1ve 
of dose an ' yo ' take ' um  an ' yo ' tack ' em . Yo ' know three times fo ' den is twe1ve, 
ain ' t it ? Well , yo ' put fo ' in a row. Tack ' em - j es '  lak if yo ' wanta 1 tack ' e.  
in d e  front do ' step or anywheres . Yo ' j es '  tack ' em . Jes ' put three right , yo '  
kaow - fo ' r ight tuhgethah j es '  about dat far apar t . Ah say about da t far apart 
fo ' d e  nails tub be , but j es '  ' bout as far as dey could make a [ foo t ]  track. Jes ' 
how wide yo ' put it on de bo ' d ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  about wide as de steps [tread of 
tbe steps ] . An ' yo ' put ' em  fo ' r ight tuhgethah . An ' den yo ' git dis bareeaboe 
an '  yo ' take fo ' nails an ' put a horseshoe right ovah de do ' .  but chew sotta � 
dis hors eshoe up inst ead o f  down , if yo ' want ' er tub come back . If zo '  � 
drive ' em  away, when yo ' nail dese nail down yo ' nail dem nails soin' � de IDaae. 
an '  if yo ' want ' em  tub come back , yo '  nail ' em  as yo ' comin ' in de baa8e. u.lah
stan' . An ' den , if yo ' want ' em  tub come back, yo ' turn dat horae•leoe ...... � 
' e.  tub leave yo ' turn de horseshoe up . 

(Bow many nails do you use altogether ? )  
Well , yo ' use fo ' an ' den twelve . Yo ' use twelve fo ' d e  tackia1 fa de  flo ' .  

an '  yo ' use fo ' up ovah yore do ' .  
If someone stole sompin an ' yo ' want ' em  tub come back. 701 J•' eake - ju' 
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git chew a piece of plain writin ' papah , stationery papah . Yo ' write dat person 
� on dat stationery, which yo ' write . Now, yo '  don ' t know who took it , but 
j es '  lak yo '  have a idea of who , yo ' write do se names down on dat piece of papah . 
An ' yo ' take dat piece o f  papah an ' yo ' put it  in watah ; see . Put dat papah in 
watah an ' yo ' put nine drops o f  spirits of turpentine in dat glass of watah dat 
chew stick dat papah in . Yo ' take de papah catahcornah [ see later comment in 
bracke t ]  an ' drop de names down in dis glass of  watah , an ' yo ' hal '  dis  papah 
right tuh de light . Aftah yo ' do dat , hal ' it up to de light , an ' de person dat 
stole de thin ' s will appeah, come right  tuh yore min ' , appeah right in front of  
dat papah . But it have tuh be white stationery, i t  can ' t be no papah wit no 
lines at all - j es ' plain white stationery papah . An ' dey will appeah r ight in 
front o f  dat papah . Ah knows dat ' s  true . 

[ The preceding word catahcornah indicates that  the oblong sheet (no t square)  
o f  unruled stationery (probably from a tablet)  is folded catahcornah as follows : 
(1) po ints 1 ,  3 ,  4 ,  6 are oblong sheet or diagram A ;  (2) po ints 1 ,  2 ,  4 ,  5 denote 
square to b e  diagonally folded ; (3 )  fold 4 to 2 creating diagram B;  (4 ) fold 1 
to 5 forming d iagram C ;  ( 5 )  unfold the sheet to obtain diagram D ;  and (6 )  fold 
3 to 2 ,  6 to 5 ,  produces a b isected square along the creased or dotted l ines . 
The result is a quincunx ( the f if th po int o f  the cro ssing) with an X cro s s . The 
names on the folded paper , having been d�essed with the sign of the cro ss are 
d ipped into running wat er = holy or pure water . Ruled paper could no t have been 
used b ecause the lines would have interfered with the magic X cro ss . ]  
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Dey come tuh yo ' aftah yo ' done dat . Dat turpentine an ' dat watah an ' dat 
han ' writin ' is gain ' bring dere min ' back tuh yo ' .  When dey come back tuh yo ' 
dey ga in '  describe . 

[ I turned the machine off  here , but soon discovered that I had been too hasty . 
I now attempt to recapture some of the lo st material . ]  

(When you f ind out who took this article , with that  stuff in the water , then 
they are coming to your house . 

Yes , dey comin ' tuh yore house .  
(All right . Now what are you going to do when they leave1 ) [ I  have recap

tured the lo st mater ial . ] 
Yo ' take dere track up , take dere track an ' put it  in dat same watah whut ah 

tole whut chew put de name in , an ' yo '  set i t  right in a cornah at de east end 
o f  yore house . An ' if dey don ' t  come back , j es '  lak dey don ' t  come back tuhnight , 
well tuhnight yo ' go den an ' put �ne mo ' drop o f  turpentine in dat stuff . If dey 
don ' t  come back tuhmorrah night , yo ' put one mo ' drop . But in nine night ' s  time 
dey supposed tuh bring it back . 

(The f irst t ime they come back you get their [ foot]  track . )  
Yo ' kin take a key an ' do anythin ' wit a key . Yo ' kin take a key an ' tell 

whethah anyone lak yo ' or whethah dey hate chew. But chew ' ll have tuh take de 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - ll43 

Bible wit dat . 
Well , yo ' take de Bible an ' de 14th chaptah of Exodus , an ' yo ' take a CDml 

string , but it have to be a large cord string whut will hold de  Bible ap . ... 
yo '  have two keys . Yo ' take de keys an ' yo ' make a cross wit it . Yo ' aee:-;D• 
bol ' one of de key , but chew hol '  dem both in yore han ' lak dis . Aftah ,a •  � 
de 14th chap tah of Exodus , yo ' put a brown piece o f  papah in dere - a plaiD � 
piece of papah . It could be a papah sack j es '  since it  cut square wit de Bible . 
An ' yo ' lay it on dat same chaptah, an ' if yo '  wants tuh fin ' out , yo ' j es '  aSk 
wbut chew want it tuh do . An ' if yo ' wants tuh f ind out anythin ' - yo ' find out 
j es ' anyt hin ' about chure loved one or anythin ' about someone dat steal anythin ' ,  
yo ' j es '  use dis word , "De Holy Bible supposed tuh be  true , an ' we go tuh f in '  
nuthin but d e  Word o f  God , "  an ' i f  dey stole it , de Bible will turn an ' fall . 
An ' if dey didn ' t ,  de Bible will stan ' straight in yore han ' an ' dat key won ' t  
.ave . If dey stole it , dat key , whut standin ' lak dis , will turn roun ' an ' roun ' 
an' de Bible will fall out chure han ' . It will tell yo ' anythin ' .  

(Where do you put tho se keys? )  
Yo ' take it - yo ' have dose twine string - well yo ' fix i t  j es '  lak yo ' would 

be totin ' [ carrying] a grip [a  small suitcase] , but chew have tuh tie it on dose 
keys , yo ' see . Yo ' tie de key in a cross , gotta tie it so dat it  won ' t slip out , 
yo '  undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' have de Bible up , yo ' have i t  j es '  lak yo ' open it . Yo ' 
have dat part turned j es '  lak dis , see . An ' whatevah yo ' ast i t , i f  yo ' want 
.u.ebody tuh come back , or is dey comin ' back,  or is dey goin ' leave , or anythin ' 
lak dat . If dey are goin ' , de Bible will turn an ' fall , an ' dat key will turn 
straightways wit de Bible . 

(Now if your Bible is held like this? )  [ I  am demonstrating the rite . ] 
Dat ' s  right . 
(And your string and key like that? [ I  continue demonstrating . ]  And that 

will allow it to fall off  of the string? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(You open the Bible and turn it over this cord? ) 
Ovah it , dat ' s  right . 
[ It is evident that I had followed intently this Bible and two keys rite 

(usually Bible and one key) and that I understood the details well enough to 
de.onstrate them, but more enlightening comments and less demonstration would 
have been useful 30 years later (April , 1971)  as I write this note . ]  

Ah know several thin ' about a frog but ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' fo ' gamblin ' . Well, 
yo ' take a frog a toadfrog ,  an ' yo ' know dese big ants , dese big ants bed . Yo ' 
take ' tm  an ' yo ' take a tin can an ' yo ' take dis frog in de tin can an ' � 
[carry]  ' im tuh one dese b ig ant s beds an ' yo ' put dat frog in dere an ' yo ' � 
dis can ovah , put a weight on it  yo ' know so he won ' t  knock hit down , an ' he ' ll 
stay dere fo ' five days . An ' when yo ' go back dere see , dem ant s ,  dey done ate 
� up .  An ' it ' s  a bone in htm shaped j es '  lak, one shaped lak a fishhook, kiDda 
lak dat ; an ' de othah one shaped j es '  lak, shaped kinda dat way [demonstrates] . 
Look like a hip bone but bended de two piece tuh de hip , an ' dey book - dey .. te 
tubgethah . One look lak a f ishhook, kinda right straight on down , an '  �t coaaect 
vit de othah one , look lak i t  must be his hip bone - come out dataaay. JD ' kDDw. 
&ell , dat fishhook part is hook into dat othah part , dat othah one dat shape lak 
clat . 

An '  yo ' take dat an ' a j ar of dis heah - awe well , yo ' call �t �Zin' oiZ. 
�t ' s green, it ' s  a bottle ' bout dat high . Yo ' take dat an1 pat �t � take dis 
bone, dis fishhook bone - j es '  lak if yo ' know ah got ta plenty .a� an' yo ' 
wanta break me . Well , yo ' take dis part whut look 1ak de f�allhook an '  yo '  unhook 
it from dis othah . Hit ' ll unhook j es '  lak a fishhook . Vell, 70' walk up tub him 
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an ' ast ' im  fo ' a game . He might say no , but if yo ' talk tub him - might hit ' im  
on de shouldah , sompin lak dat - yo ' hook dat bone anywhere on ' im, dat part look 
lak a f ishhook . An '  take dat othah part an ' dat oil an ' put it in yore pocket -
de gamblin ' oil , dey call it . It cost $ 1 . 7 5 .  Yo ' take dat [ oil ]  an ' dat o thah 
bone an ' put it in yore pocket , an ' put dat othah bone - see , DAT ' S  DE LOBIN ' 
BONE , DE ONE LOOK LAK A HOOK, hook it anywhere on ' is clo thes , j es '  catch it 
anywhere& on ' im . He kin lose it o f fa him ,  dat ' s  all right . Yo ' ll break ' im . 

Dat ' s  fo ' gamblin' . 
[Here , while my machine was turned o f f , I probably remarked , " S everal minutes 

ago you said , 'Ah know several things about a frog . ' Tell me one of your other 
things about a frog . " ]  

Yo ' kin take a toad[�og an ' put it in yore pocket alive , j es '  pick ' im  up an ' 
put ' im  in yore pocket an ' go tub a show , if yo ' wanta turn it out [ expose it ] � 
make de animals cut up , or anythin ' lak dat .  If yo ' wanta win anythin ' dey go t 
dere tuh �. j ea '  put ' im  in yore pocket , an ' evah time he j ump - don ' t bet 
until he j �apa . 

Yo ' kin take a snail an ' git some runnin ' watah . Go tub a runnin ' stream an ' 
git same ruDDin' watah . Dat ' s  fo ' drivin ' a person away . 

An '  yo '  git some runnin ' watah an ' put dis snail intuh a j ar wit dis runnin ' 
watah an '  fo ' �e mawnin ' s yo ' go dere tub dat j ar .  If yo ' wanta drive a per son 
away . yo ' set dat j ar right on yore dressah or anywhere an ' fo ' nine mawnin' s yo '  
go dere an' call de per son names tuhward dat j ar ,  an ' evah time yo ' call his name, 
dat snail vill so up side dat j ar .  Yo ' know how he come out dat shell . He ' ll 
lay up de aide of dat j ar evah time yo ' call dat person name - he be up de side 
of  dat j ar .  

[Here is the old belief that a snail when called o r  spoken to will "come out 
your hole" or "poke out your horn" - see FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  144 0-144 2 ,  p . 57 . ]  

(That all you have to do , then he comes all the way out ? )  
Dat ' s  all .  
[ The preceding rite is another example of  hydromancy b y  the author , but the 

purpose is meaningless as it stands - something has been omitted . The snail 
crawling out of a glass of water does no t send away the person named , it reveals 
the identity of the person who stole something from you,  or who has a sp ell on 
you , etc. This revelation of  the name could automatically send the culprit away , 
if the diviner so wills it . ]  

An ' den, if yo '  want s tub bring ' im back, yo ' takes dat snail an ' yo ' kill ' im  
dere . Yo ' have tuh kill ' im if yo ' want ' im tub come back . 
---yf yo ' want dis person tub come back,  yo ' kill it - not dis same snail , � 
git ano thah one . An '  yo ' bring ' im  dere an ' git chew some runnin ' watah . Kill 
d is snail , j es '  put enough watah in de cup to bury de snail in , j es '  a little  bit 
of dat runnin ' watah. an' yo ' dig a hole an ' yo ' put dis cup down in dere,  shut 
it up tight an ' stick it down in de groun ' , an ' call dat person name ovah dat 
snail nine times , an ' in nine day ' s time dey ' 11 be back . 

(Where do you dig that hole , out near your house some place? ) 
Right . Lak if yo ' come out chure front do ' ,  put it right up undah de cornah 

of yore front steps - dig dat hole tub bring a person back . 
Yo ' take a leathah-wing [ leather-winged ] bat an ' yo ' skin ' im . Ah know a thin' 

about dat fo ' gamblin ' . An ' yo ' skin ' im - �shape up j es '  lak a man, yo ' know, 
af tah yo ' skin ' im - an ' yo ' take his heart out , it de hardest little thin ' . 
Take his heart out an ' put his heart in a red piec e of bag wit sulphuh , wrap all 
aroun ' it . An ' af tah yo ' put dat sulphuh in dere,  den yo ' po ' dis  Hearts Co logne 
all on dis heart . Now dat ' s  his heart . Yo ' take a little pin an ' take his heart 
out af tah yo 1 kill ' im .  An ' den yo ' take dis bat [hear t or body? see later ] an 1 
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sew ' im  straight up in a black piece of satin cloth , sew ' fm  atra�sht up in dere , 
an '  yo ' ' noint ' im wit Hearts Co logne an ' sulphuh an ' put it in yore pocket fo ' 
pablin ' • An ' evah time yo ' would go tuh bet 1 why yo ' would have clat l�ttle -
dat hear t chew know in yore han ' , an ' yo ' run yore han ' in yore pocket au '  yo '  
take da t ou t  an ' yo ' pick out a card . Well , yo ' pick it  [ card ] out wit dat heart 
in yore han ' an ' yo ' can ' t  lose , yo ' winnin ' .  Dat ' s  fo ' winnin ' .  

(What did you do with that body and that skin? ) 
De body , yo ' totes hit always . Yo ' see , yo ' keep it ' nointed wit dis Hearts 

Cologne. 
(You have two different bags for that or what? ) 
Sew ' em  up in a bag . 
(You have two dif f erent bags? One bag for the hear t and one for the body? ) 
Yes , dat hear t bag is  j es '  a little ole bag yo ' know , but chew has dis sulphuh 

au it . Den af tah yo ' put it [heart ]  in dat bag , d en yo ' put Hearts Cologne on it 
cab keep dat odor down ah reckon . An ' d e  bat [body] yo '  have ' im  sew up in a 
e�ece of  black sa tin cloth . 

(The black one , and the other is  in the red ? ) 
In de red . 
Take a dog an ' kill a dog . Den go to dis person house - or yo ' don ' t have tuh 

80 to dere house , j es '  some neighbor or anybody , yo ' know. Jes ' kill a dog . If 
8be ' s go in ' wit mah husban ' an ' ah wanta ketch ' em  yo ' know. Yo ' kin kill a dog 
aa1 take dat dog livah an ' cut dat dog livah in fo 1 par t s  an ' give her . An ' take 
de smallest part  o f  dis dog livah an ' cut it , but chew cut it j es '  lak yo ' slic in' 
a beet or sompin lak dat . An ' yo ' take de smallest par t out de middle of dat -
off dem end s . She cut dose end s off af tah she cut it lak dat .  An ' put it in ' er 
�. an ' den yo ' kin tie her an ' dis man up j e s '  like a dog tie up der e ,  an ' yo ' 
ketch ' em . 

(How do you mean you cut the liver up ? ) 
Jes ' lak dis - see , j es '  lak yo ' cuttin '  a cake . 
(Cutting a cake in four par ts . )  

An '  den af tah yo ' cut it intuh fo ' par t s , den yo ' cut off  dose li ' le ends . Yo ' 
8ee1 j es '  ' bout lak da t . Yo ' j e s '  cut o f f  all dose li ' le ends da t ' s  in d e  middle, 
aa' den yo ' put dat intuh her f ood or his . 

(Just like quar tering a pie,  you cut this acro ss [ into halves and then into 
..-rter s ] . And those little ends in the center , you cut these four off , and 
that ' s  what she eats? ) 

Yeah , dat whut she eat . 
It ' s  j es '  lak if yo ' go out heah an ' have a action . Well , if yo ' want tuh 

ki1l ' em , yo ' take de la s ' , d e  li ' le b it - yo ' take off  da t las ' part .  Dat ' s  al1 
yo '  want , de las '  of dat , an ' yo ' take it out tuh a tree an ' yo ' cut a hole in de 
tree an ' stop it in dat tree . An ' yo ' stop it in dat tree , an ' d en fo ' �e 
...nin ' s  yo ' go out dere an ' call dat per son name , an ' in nine days time dey ' ll  
1M! daid . 

(What does that do? How does it kill them? ) 
Kill ' em  - j es '  he can ' t have no act ion , it tie him up . 

THIS DOCTOR WALKS BACKWARDS 

AH NEVAH NUSE [USE] EVEN DAYS • • •  
TUH PUT BAD LUCK AG 'INST DEN 

YUH DON 'T HAVE TUH TECH [TOUCH] DE PERSJ. 
PUT IT ANY PLACE WHERE HE SHOULD JIALK 
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AFTAH DEY WALK OVAH IT 
AH WALK OVAH DE PLACE 

AH KIN BACK BACK OVAH IT AN ' DO ANYTHIN ' AH WANT 
IT 'S DONE TAKEN 'FECT ON 'EM 

AN '  DE SECOND DAY DAT HE WALKS OVAH IT 
YUH KIN TELL OR ANYONE ELSE DAT KIN SEE IT • • •  

HE 'LL HAVE A CHANGE IN 'IS DOIN 'S� IN 'IS WAYS AN ' ACTIONS • • •  
NO PERSON KIN CURE DIS� NO MEDICAL MEDICINE KIN CURE IT 

TAKE YORE INK PEN WHUT NEVAH BEEN WRITTEN WIT BEFO ' 

WE TAKE DIS GRA VEYARD DIRT • • •  SPREAD IT OUT ON SOME PAPAH 
WE 'LL PUT US THREE X ' s IN IT CATAHCORNAH • • •  

ON DAT PAPAH • • •  WE 'LL BURN DIS DIRT • • •  
CUSS IT WHILE WE BURN IT • • •  

WE NUSE SOME DEVIL ' S SHOESTRING OR SAMSON SNAKEROOT • • •  
THROW YORE DIRT WHERE DAT SHE KIN BE STEPP IN ' ON IT • • •  
DA'r WORKS ON YUH LAX A RHEUMATISM • • •  DAT 'S UNCURABLE 

NOW YORE LUCKY DAYS OF GAMBLIN ' IS 
ON THURSDAYS AN ' FRIDAYS AN ' MONDAYS • • •  

IF :tUH GO AGAMBLIN ' EVAH DAY 
AH WOULDN 'T SAY DAT CHEW WOULD WIN 

ANYTHIN ' IN DE REST OF DE DAYS 
AN ' AH WOULDN 'T SAY :tUH WOULDN 'T 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA 

[Almost every dOctoP has a favorite device ,  our informant ' s' being walking 
backwards ;  but walking backwards with a differenc e .  To walk backwards i s  a com
mon counteractant in general folklore against bad luck . Perhaps the greatest 
number of these walking-backwards counteractants will be found under a black cat 
crossing your path. FACI gives 19 walking-backwards rites for meeting this cri
sis , two o f  them concerned with backing-up automobiles (see 2nd ed . ,  2117-2136 ,  
pp . 84-85) . In HOODOO there are several examples of walking backwards towards a 
stream before throwing an obj ect over your shoulder into running water . This 
latter , too , is a protective measure . Our informant , after the vic t im  has walked 
over the buried article,  walks over it backwards to give it increased and immedi
ate power . The present belief will not be found elsewhere in HOODOO . Perhaps 
the most interesting example of walking-backward comes to  us from DoctoP Heard , 
who walked backward into the graveyard - see title quotation, p . l94 9 ,  line 16f . 
In this interview we also meet the fairly rare person who eat s  clay , an earth 
eater . Informant 157 3  - one of the many different types of dbctoPs in New 
Orleans - was recorded on cylinders E57-E62 = 28 33-2895 . ]  

Well , all right , about de snail . Well , ah ketch me a snail an ' ah gits me 
some fresh pure hog lard . An ' ah put s de snail in a cup alive an ' ah gits  me a 
teaspoon o f  salt . De salt eats  de snail up an ' it makes it intuh a liquid-lak . 
An ' den ah puts mah lard intuh it an 1 den ah lets dat set . Now, dat ' s  tuh remove 
a person naturoe . It won ' t only remove a person naturoe , it will move a mahn ' s 
[man ' s ] naturoe . 
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(What will you do with that? ) 
Tuh remove de nature from a person, or mahn or anythin ' .  If yuh � ::1� aa ' :fa  

o r  ' er  any place - j is '  fo ' instance i f  yuh b e  wit a woman , well yuh kiD befo' 
yuh be wit ' er ,  yuh may put a little on yore han ' , yuh know , an ' kinda rub ::1� aa 
'er down dere . Quite natchel [natural ] it ' s  gonna git on yuh [a  man] . Ba� � 
take it  offa yuh, now heah ' s  whut chew take tuh take it offa yuh . 

Yuh g it chew some whiskey an ' yuh git  chew some coal o il - any 'mount � 
yuh want from a half pint , half a pint , quart or a teacupful , but no mo '  den nine 
drops of turpent ine . An ' wash yuhself real good wit dat . Dat ' s  de onliest thin ' 
yuh kin git it off  wit - whiskey . No gin or nuthin lak dat . 

An ' den yuh kin put it on a person an ' she ' ll nevah have no mo ' nature fo ' no 
one but chew - nobody else . 

Well , heah we go . Ah use nine grains of whole rice an ' takes me a piece of  
grisZey [=  gr izzly = gray-haired ] Zodestone wit hair on it , an ' ah puts dat tuh
aetbah an ' ah use me dragon [dragon ' s ] blood . Well , ah breaks off j is '  a little 
vee p iec e of dat , sompin lak a little largah den [ than] a match haid . An ' den 
ah gits me some hoodoo aamphor gum [ evidently a hoodoo drugstore product - a new 
one in HOODOO ] an ' ah mashes it all up until ah git me a tablespoonful . An ' ah 
puts dat all tuhgethah . Well , ah let it - befo ' usin ' , ah lets it set three 
days , always an extra day . Ah nevah nuse [use] even days - in a very few things . 
Ah let it  set three days . All right . Fo ' dat person who it evah be ' s  dat yuh 
wanta use it  on ' em . Tuh put bad luck ag ' inst  dem ,  yuh don ' t have tuh tech 
[ touch] de person. Put it any place where he should walk . Aftah dey walk ovah 
l!• ah walk ovah de place . Ah kin back back ovah it an ' do anythin ' dat ah want . 
It ' s  done taken ' feet on ' em . [This walking backwards over the buried article 
eapowers the aunjure to start working on the vic tim . ]  An ' de second day dat he 
walks ovah it , yuh kin tell or anyone else dat kin see it - dat evah see him -
he ' ll have a change in ' is do in ' s  in ' is ways an ' actions . 

Well , now , no person kin cure dis , no mediaa Z  medicine kin cure it . 
De hair off  any part [of the body] . Ah kin git de hair below or git de hair 

off yore haid . Now, dis thin ' , if yuh wan ' a  person tuh do as yuh wan ' ' em  tuh 
do . Well , ah takes de  hair an ' ah clip de hair intuh six parts , an ' den ah gits  
•e three point of dese needles , an ' ah git me a brass safety pin tuh put wit dat , 
an ' ah take me a p iece of dragon blood , an ' ah gits me a frog or sompin an ' put 
•e three drops of  blood or one in dere . Den ah buries dis hair . Any place will 
do tuh bury it . Well , de woman she ' ll nevah leave yuh . She ' ll be undah yore 
control . If  she ha ' dly [ hardly] evah wouldn ' t  min ' [mind ] yuh [pay any attention 
to you or obey you]  she ' ll do j is '  as  yuh say , j is '  as yuh say do . Anythin ' dat 
yuh ast ' er tuh do an ' dat she able an ' haven ' t  any min ' tuh do , she ' ll do it . 

(Is there any particular reason why these needles and pin are put with that 
hair ? )  

Yessuh . Well , now d e  reason why de  pin dat ah put in dere . Dey take ' feet 
quickly . De brass pin are put in dere,  dat ' s  tuh kink de needle po ints . BOv, 
very few peoples think a brass pin or [ s teel ] needle are silvah . We say iroa, 
or sompin dat [ is ]  cast , but it will kink it . When ah put dat in dere, well it 
does sompin .  D is woman wit de hair proposition,  she can ' t stan ' it . She ca.in '  
wit de  haidache . Well , she will be sickly . She will throw up j is '  lak abe .are 
bein ' pregnant . 

If yuh wan ' ' im  tuh leave , not be aroun ' , all r ight . Yuh gotta � ' t. .  Be 
gotta walk at  least 20 steps , yuh gotta see 20 foo tprints .  Bach o�bah track -
don ' git ' is footprint , git ' is heel . But git it an ' don ' let c hare  baD1 tech 
i£. Pick it up wit sompin, wit chure knife , a li ' le bit of it . Yuh wo '  [won ' t]  
need no great heap . Wit a li ' le bi tta knife .  Jis ' anytbin ' dat chew sit , an '  
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no t  put chure han ' s on it . An' always nuse [ use]  a flannen [flannel ] rag or 
eithah a black rag . An' yuh put dat dus t ,  de dir t  o r  whatsomevah it is  - well , 
yuh nuse wi t it . Don ' say each word befo ' yuh put it  in der e .  [ You say] , "He 
may stay , " or "He may leave , "  or "He may go . "  Evah time dat chew mix dese foot
print tuhgethah yuh say any kinda diff ' ren ' word dat chew will have in min ' tuh 
say . Af tah yuh git ' em  altuhgethah , yuh carry ' em  tuh de house , anywhere yuh 
should go , an ' sift ' em  altuhgethah. Yuh use some kinda siftah workin ' dis  an ' 
mix it  all up tuhaetbah good . Well , af tah yuh do dat , we nuse a flannen rag tuh 
dat . We ' ll put a piece of tin in der e ,  a rusty tin , an ' j is '  a little watah or 
nail . Let it be a rusty nail . An ' tie yuh up two li ' le pieces of  diff ' ren '  
lodes tone , any k±B '  but not  d e  same pieces . Have diff 1 r en1  pieces , any kin 1 a  
lodestone dat chew have , but see it ' s  diff ' ren ' lodestone . Go t lodestone grisly 
[ grizzly ] an ' de black lodestone , but any two pieces . Tie ' em  up in a separate 
rag apiece , but not de same kin ' • An ' when yuh sew da t cloth up tuhgethah , � 
it square [ to seud him to the foUl' c:omers of the earth - Biblical expr es sion] • 
Make a square sew acro ss it , an ' throw i t  on de top of  ' is house . Jis ' any way 
dat chew k±B git it on ' is house . Do so de firs ' time it rains or  DE FIRS ' DE 
WIND BLOW HIT OFF . Dat ' s d e  day he leave . He cain ' t stay . 

(You tie thea in two separate rags ? Are they both together or  are they 
separate? ) 

Now, de rag wbut we sew it  up in , dat ' s  all by itself ; but dese o thah two , yuh 
have three rags tuhgethah . See , yuh use three rags altuhge thah , but dey no t sew
ed tuhgetbah bat it ' s  three diff ' ren ' ones . Jis ' lak dere ' s  three diff ' ren ' ones 
dere . Well, dere' s sompin in dis rag an ' dere ' s  sompin in dis one heah ; but we ' ll 
put it all tubgethah an ' sew it all up tuhgethah . 

(You have three separate packs : one has this foo tprint dust in , and the other 
has the lodestODe, and you sew it all up into the other rag . And you throw the 
whole package on top of the house . )  

Dat ' s  right , j iB '  put i t  all on top of d e  house , an ' whensomevah de win ' blow 
or it rain, an' dat package wheresomevah it fall it , he go tta go . He nevah 
thinks , his aiD. '  nevah leads ' 1m tuh do anythin ' • 

Well , yuh taka a piece of  ' er clo thes or ' is clo thes . Yuh take yore ink pen 
whut nevah been written wit befo ' , a ink pen ,  an ' yuh write der e  name . Yuh kin 
write it three ttae or one time or seven time wit dat ink pen . An ' [ take] a 
piece of  dere clothes whut nevah have been washed . An ' take ' er pitchure an ' 
wrap dat piece of papah aroun ' de pitchure an1 bury it  in de house ; not undah 
dirt or any k±B '  lak dat . Put it undah sompin where it kin be hid an ' nevah be 
removed . Take yuh a piec e of mirror of  any kin ' , a glass dat chew kin look in 
yuh know. A piece of it an ' put wit it . Put chew two cro ss x ' s .  Put it east 
or west  or eithah no ' th or south , but don ' put it  lak dat [demonstrates ] .  Mix 
it up , see . Dis is no ' th, dis  is south , an ' dis is ea st , an ' dis is wes t .  Put 
de two . We put no ' th heah an ' south heah . See , dat ' s  two cornah right lak dat . 
Put ' em  tuhgethah an ' in nine days she ' ll wr ite chew or be dere . 

(These cro s s  marks , wbat do you put them on? ) 
De cro s s  mark , dat ' s j is ' whethah anyone else is workin ' on ' er tuh keep ' er 

away [ this is  a new rite in HOODOO ] .  Yuh put dem mark on a papah , an ' whosomevah 
workin ' on her or causin ' ' er tuh leave or whethah she j is '  made in min ' tuh 
leave anyway , dat cross  mark will [ solve the problem] . 

If a person goin ' out tuh de fo ' ks of d e  road , yuh wan ' ' im  tuh stay heah or 
don ' wan ' ' er tuh leave or anyway lak dat . Well , we ' ll go tuh d e  fo ' k  of  de road 
an ' we ' ll git us some rain watah in a bucket or j ar , j is '  as very li ' le as a 
teacupful . We ' ll git a piece of John de Conkah ' s  roo t an ' put in dat watah . 
We ' ll bo il it befo ' we carry it  dere . Well , we ' ll go tuh de fo ' k  of d e  road an ' 
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we ' ll take a brass spoon ,  an ' dig a hole an ' po ' dat watah in it , aa• bary dis 
spoon bot tom upwards in der e  - no t de way we ea t out it , but turn it ovah lak 
dat [ d emons trates ] .  An ' covah it back up . Well , j is '  let it rest co�iDae aiDe 
-vn.in' s .  Now , dat ' s  tuh keep ' im from leavin ' .  He have it in min' tuh p .n' 
he will go out side de nine days . But in d e  ninth day , any t ime through de day 
dat chew may , go der e  ag ' in an ' spr inkle yuh some sulphur down . Yuh don' t.ake a 
whole box or eithah a spoonful ; j is '  a li ' le bit , as much as a spoonful , an '  
sprinkle it ovah where yuh bury dat at , an ' j es '  f ive o r  six drops of turpeatiDe . 
Be couldn ' t  leave yuh den if he wanted tuh , couldn ' t  nobody care [ carry] · �  
away . If dey care ' im away tuhnight , he b e  back heah b efo ' dayl ight in de mawn
in ' . 

If dey have a headache , yo ' kin git chew hoodoo aamphorate [ camphorated fora 
o f  informant ' s  previous hoodoo aamphor gum? ] , nine drops of iodine an ' [ some
thing else ] . Dis heah is fo ' tuh stop d i s  per son , if yuh wanted tuh kill ' 1m  or 
do ' im harm where he cain ' t git well . All r ight . Ah would git me a b o t tle an ' 
ah would CUT ME A PIECE OF RED PAPAH IN DE SHAPE OF A HEART [ this is new in HOO
DOO ] an ' ah would put it in d e  b o t tle f ir s ' an ' put j is '  a l i t tle watah in dere . 
Well , de  r ed papah would fade . When it star ts tuh fad in '  po ' dey ur inate in der& 

(This person that you want to kill , you pour his ur ine in there? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight , po ' hit in der e .  An ' yuh po ' it in d e  b o t tle j is '  as quick as 

yuh kin , an ' stop de b o t tle up where it cain ' t git no air an ' bury i t  r ight away . 
Anywhere will do but bury it in a plac e where yuh wouldn ' t  think no one would d ig 
it up . An ' she nevah will or he nevah will ur inate long as he live . 

(That will kill them . ) 
We kin take a per son ' s  shoes . Dat ' s  tuh make ' em  leave home or tuh keep ' em  

at home . Well , we say [ let us say ] tuh keep ' em  a t  home . All r ight , we ' ll take 
his shoes an ' we ' ll put - po ' a little turpentine in de shoe , an ' we ' ll put some 
sa lt in d e  shoe . Now , d i s  is tuh keep 1 em  at home an 1 nevah have no luc k .  Al l 
right . In a lenk [ length] o f  t ime he put ' is shoes on an ' walk in ' em  a day , or 
half a day , whatsomevah it is . He pulls ' em  o f f . Den we ' ll take a p iec e out , a 
piece of  ' is innah sole out , an ' we ' ll keep da t p iece of  ' is our selves . We ' ll 
put dat innah sole or whut p iece we git , an ' put it in a piece of flannen clo th 
or eithah black . An ' we ' ll put us some cayenne peppah , say ' bout a hal fa table
spoon fulla cayenne peppah we ' ll put wi t da t . Den we will put us a p iec e of 
white lodes tone wit dat an ' we in bed wit ' im .  Den w e  will g i t  a piece of hair 
b elow,  an ' we will sew it r ight through it - r ight through de centah three �s .  
DON ' CUT D E  THRFAD BUT BREAK IT . An ' keep i t  wit yuh . Long as yuh keep dat , be 
will b e  der e .  When yuh lo se dat , yuh will f in '  dat he will change in ' is way of 
do in ' . But he will nevah think tuh fin ' dat , an ' he kin tech i t  but st ill he 
cain ' t harm it . He won '  know it . He nevah has de min ' tuh as t yuh dat , an •  he 
nevah b ' lieve dat no one did nuthin tuh ' im.  

(D id you say that you could send him away with that shoe , too ? )  
All r ight . Yuh take d e  shoe an ' yuh cut de shoe into fo ' parts but DDt a

loose . Cut it intuh fo ' par ts an ' curse when yuh do so . An ' we ' ll � a  piece 
of John de Conkah ' s  root an ' t i e  it tuh d is shoe . Let dat shoe soak iD ea.e 
ur inate or po ' ' nuff in it wher e it will b e  wet an ' throw it in aa.e raaaia' 
watah . He won ' t b e  wit chew long . 

(Who se ur inate do you use? ) 
Yuh nuse ' is .  Yuh nuse his ur ina te an ' ins ides of fo ' days he ' ll � xuh• 
(That is , you take h i s  shoe and you c u t  i t  in four parts ba t  JUG daa' t  cut it 

altogether [ completely apar t ] . ) 
Naw suh , j is '  lak ah t ear dis papah but no t all de way ' croaa. eee, iDtuh fo ' 

par t s . All right . An ' den weah dis white lodestone , see. AD' tie it tub it an ' 
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throw it in some runnin ' watah , see . An ' he wouldn ' t  be wit chew no la tah den 
fo ' days . 

Take a woman ' s sock or a man ' s  sock . We kin take dat sock an ' when we wit ' er 
an ' she go tuh sleep - if yuh kin do so , if yuh kin tech ' er wit i t  below . Well , 
we ' ll do good wit i t . Well , all r ight , we ' ll take her sock an ' we ' ll burn d i s  
sock . We don ' wan '  all de sock , we j is '  wan ' de bot tom of it . An ' we ' ll burn 
dis sock , a ho le through de c entah . All r ight , we ' ll burn d i s  sock an ' we ' ll 
fole d i s  sock twice . Fole i t  twic e d i s  way an ' once tuh yuh . Well , af tah we 
fole de soc k ,  we sew de sock . An ' j is '  de  way we sew i t , [ sew] WIT ONLY BLACK 
THREAD . WE REVAH USE WHITE THREAD - b lack thread always . An 1 where she 1 d have 
tuh lay at , down a t  night , put it in ' er [ b ed ]  t ick or in ' er pillahcase where 
da t she don '  have tuh wash or remove . Long a s  she sleep on da t she nevah have 
in mine tuh leave . Yuh don ' have tuh put no othah kine o f  instrument wit it . 

(You don ' t burn the sock or anything do you? ) 
No . Well , yuh have tuh burn a ho le through i t  in de centah o f  de sock , r ight 

through de centah o f  de sock . An ' we fold it two ways from us an ' one way tuh 
�· wit black thr ead , an ' den we put in de mat tress a t  de haid of de mat tress , 
or eithah in de pillah - anywhere in d e  pillah . 

(Now what do you do to do harm with that sock? ) 
Well , we' ll take de sock an ' we ' ll fold i t  diff ' ren ' . We f old it two ways 

tuh us an ' one way from us . An ' den we ' ll take us some pin-po ints ,  any kind , 
j is '  since it ' s  pin-po int s .  But we ' ll nuse nine an ' we ' ll s t ick ' em  in dis sock . 
Jis ' stick three at de end an ' three at de  heer-an ' three across de centah . Three 
' cro s s  de heel an ' three ' cross de centah an ' three ' cro ss  de toe . Dat ' s  nine . 

Af tah we do dat , if we kin , we got de sock an ' got dat all f ixed up . Well , we ' ll 
git us three grains of rice an ' put it in de sock,  an ' fo ' drops o f  turpent ine , 
an ' we ' ll wrap dat soc k up . We ' ll g i t  us some rain watah in a bucket or sompin , 
anythin ' we kin stop up , but we go tta have t in wit i t . An ' bury it . Well , yuh 
bury dat wbere nobody kin f ind it . But ah says , IF ANYONE FINE DAT AN ' DIG IT UP, 
IT GOES BACK [ THE  SPELL RETURNS TO THE SPELL-CASTER ] .  But bury i t  where i t  can ' t 
be found . At same day or night yuh be walkin ' aroun ' , bury i t  where she nevah 
f in '  it an •  no one d ig i t  up . Den she nevah will b e  back . She ' ll leave . 

(That will send her away . )  
Now , if a vaman - if ah done did sompin tuh yuh now . A woman dat happen tuh 

wipe yuh wi t  a bad zoag - whut we call a bad :roag. When ah go wi t d i s  woman an ' 
she use me wit a dif f ' r en ' rag . Well , she have d i s  rag fixed up [�essed] � 
someone else [by a aocto:ro ] . Now , tuh git rid o f  dat - maybe she have yuh where 
yuh cain ' t have nobody but ' er .  Now , whut we would do . Ah wipe her wit d i s  rag 
an ' ah keep dis rag . She at mah ro om .  Well , ah wanta be wit some othah woman . 
Well , ah b e  all right , but when ah g i t  dere well , mah nature falls . 

Yuh go in de wood s an ' yuh go t uh a thorn tree , a tree dat grows an ' have 
li ' le limb s  wit thorns all ovah it . An ' yuh take dat rag whut she wipe yuh wit , 
an ' po ' coal oil o r  gas [ ga soline ]  on it , an ' take dat red thorn an ' hook an ' 
whup [whip ] it plumb unt il i t  burns up tuh b lack . An ' de nex ' day she ' ll be dere 
an ' tell yuh why she done dat an ' she git on her knees .  

(You burn this rag? ) 
Yas suh , po ' coal oil or ga soline on i t  an ' burn i t . An ' WHILE IT ' S  BURNIN ' 

WHUP IT WIT DAT THORN BUSH . Dat ' s  r ight , j is '  de  limb s off it an ' whup it p lumb 
unt il i t  burn up . If i t  d idn ' t burn up , po ' some mo ' oil on it an ' whup until it 
burn up . An ' de nex ' day , if i t ' s  in de mawnin ' time , she be dere ' fo '  sundown 
an ' tell yuh why she did i t , an ' tell yuh who d id i t  fo ' ' er .  

(But you have to keep this rag t hat she us ed on you? ) 
Keep da t rag . De same thin ' kin b e  did tuh yuh or ah . Da t de nex ' per son do 
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.-p in .  
(Wha t i s  the name o f  that thorn tree? ) 
Well , de red thorn tree - any thorn . I t  don ' make any dif f ' reuce. � ba8b 

da t  grow out dat has thorns on i t . 
Graveyard dirt . We ' ll go git us some graveyard dir t an ' we ' ll put - � .  

ve ' ll g i t  a cupful o f  u t  [ it ] . Well , d i s  dir t go in ' d o  harm . 
Well , we take dis graveyard dirt an ' we ' ll br ing · i t an ' we spr ead it out oa 

aa.e papah . We ' ll put us three cro ss X ' s in i t  - catercornah , disaway , on dat 
papah , while it ' s  on de papah . Jis ' put a mark dis way an ' do i t  lak dat [da.oa
strates ] .  Dat ' s  three X ' s .  Well , all r ight . We ' ll burn d i s  dir t . Af tah we 
barn dis dirt - we cuss i t  while we burn i t - well we nuse some devil ' s  shoe
string or samson snakeroot . We ' ll put it in dat dir t an ' burn it wit it , an ' yuh 
kin j i s '  throw yore dirt where dat she kin be st eppin ' on it - where it kin b e  
stepped o n  - i n  de house or roun ' o n  ' er step s , anywhere whare she wouldn ' t  sweep 
it away ' fo '  she come out . Anywhere where she could walk on it . Well , dat works 
on yuh lak a rheuma t i sm - a rheumatic . Da t ' s  uncurabl e .  

(Is  there any way that you can get r i d  of tha t with graveyard dirt ? )  
Ya ssuh . Yuh take d e  dirt - yuh git graveyard [ dir t ]  an ' we kin git it , if yuh 

lOt any kinda pains of d i s  same kind , ' t ic ' lah [ par t icularly]  dat we are talkin ' 
on, if anyone had did us [ tha t way ] . Anywhere da t she have pains at . Den yuh 
take de dirt an ' put chure Epsom sal t s  in it , a tea spoonfulla Ep som sal t s , an ' 
git chew High John de Conkahs . No t de root but i t ' s  some li ' le balls look lak 
pills dat John de Conkah is wit it . But chew kin take dose an ' beat do se up , an ' 
we ' ll heat dis dirt an ' where it ' s  a pain a t , we ' ll rub dere , rub it an ' den plas
tah i t  on dere . Let dat stay on dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Don ' burn i t  no mo ' or 
don ' remove it . Let i t  stay dere at dat cer tain same place fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an' 
de ninth mawnin ' wha tsomevah dat de per son did tub yuh , an ' how it ac t an ' work, 
if it ' s  in yuh , it ' s  goin ' br ing i t  back . An ' when it br ing s dat , it ' s  not goin ' 
come out , it ' s  goin ' b e  r ight der e . But i t  st ill won ' pain yo ' .  Now , heah ' s  de 
thin ' we gotta do tub make dat come out . Ah ' ll git me some bluestone an ' ah ' ll 
git some white petro leum j elly . It ' s  goin ' burn an ' ah ' ll put me a tablespoon
fulla cayenne peppah , dis peppah whut grows on bushes - de red peppah , de red 
part . Take three pods of red peppah an ' put it wit da t .  An ' mix it all up tuh
gethah an ' make yuh a plaster an ' put it j es '  where dey hur tin ' at , an ' wha tsom
evah in yo ' ,  whethah it ' s  anythin ' in yuh tub come out or whethah it ' s  not , dat ' s  
goin ' br ing i t  out . But dat ' s  not goin ' heal de place though . 

Now , we ' ll go r ight back an ' git de same bluestone an ' de petroleum j elly . 
j es '  de pla in bluestone an ' petroleum j elly an ' bea t  it up real f ine an ' soft lak 
dust an ' mix dat up an ' put i t  on dere , an ' dat ' s  goin ' br ing a scab , an ' when it 
does , use poison medicine in ordah tub kill it - iodine , dat ' ll cure da t .  An '  
da t ' s  out an ' yuh ' re sol id , sound an ' well an ' whut wu z  in yuh poisoned i s  out . 

Well , now , dey kin take de linin ' of a man ' s  hat an ' ball it up . We ' ll take 
us some needl es , we ' ll take thr ee whole needles an ' cro ss  dem needles up iD de 
shape of a [ six-po inted ] �· Three whole needles . An ' we ' ll hole ban' s bebiD' 
us an ' we ' ll break do se needles in da t star . An ' we ' ll bury dat , an• be will 
fo ' evah have haidache . 

(You stick these needles right in the hatband , the three needles. aad JDa pat 
that behind you and break them and bury it . )  

Yes sub , he ' ll keep de ha idache . 
Well , we ' ll git us black lodestone an ' we ' ll g i t  white grizzly lod� an •  

put it in a black rag , an ' if  we kin find us a rusty screw of � kfad .  bat DO t  
too large , a small one . But i t  have tub be rusty . An '  take 1UI three po:IDts of 
a needle - d e  THREE PO INTS OF DE NEEDLE DAT ' S  TUB TORR DE BAD LDCl. 
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(You mean the three needle points ? )  
De three needle points . Well ,  if it ' s  any person dat tryin ' tub do yuh sompin, 

de three needle points will kill it . Well , we take de three needle points ,  an ' 
we ' ll take de screw, an ' we ' ll take de black lodestone , an ' we ' ll take de white 
lodes tone , an ' put it all tuhgethah . An ' we ' ll sew it up in a bag . An ' we gotta 
have a piece of buckeye ball [a buckeye ] .  Dat ' s  a thin ' grow in de wood s on a 
li ' le limb . YUH BEARD OF IT? We take a piece of a buckeye ball - de eye out of 
it . Yes , de eye out of  de buckeye ball , an ' put wit dat , an ' keep it in yore 
left hip pocket - in yore lef t  hip pocket . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , dat ' s  yore luck.  Now, yore luck will run dis way . Fo ' instance now, 

yuh know, tuh be lucky evah day , evah t ime yuh gamble . But now yore lucky days 
of gamblin ' is on Thursdays an ' Fridays an ' Mondays .  Dere yore lucky days gambl
in ' . 

(Is  there any reason why you put that screw in there or that  buckeye? ) 
Well , de screw an ' de buckeye dey goes tuhgethah . De needles an ' de lodestone 

goes tubgetbah . 
Now, if yuh ao a-gamblin '  evah day , ah wouldn ' t  say dat chew would win any

thin ' in de rest of de days , an ' ah wouldn ' t  say yuh wouldn ' t .  
De onliest thin' dat ah knows about de lemon, da t a person , he kin take a 

lemon an' put ' fa  a li ' le ca stor oil in de lemon wit a li ' le dragon blood . If he 
goes tuh be �t a woman of any kin ' an ' she go t any kinda disease of  any kin ' lak 
dat , well she wouldn ' t  let ' im be wit ' er .  An ' if he would ketch a disease , he 
would take · � a snail an ' rub ovah ' imself , ' live . Let de snail go ovah ' imself 
' live .  AD '  j ia ' rub ovah ' imself wit snail ' live . An ' when he rub all ovah ' im
self wit de saail ,  git ' im some whiskey an ' give hisself a good washoff wit it . 
An ' fo 1 nine .. vn1n 1 s takes a drop of  iodine evah mawnin ' • Take dis mawnin ' one 
drop , an1 de nez 1  mawnin ' two drops an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  he be takin ' even nine 
drops [THE MAGIC OF INCREAS ING AMOUNT ] . Dat cures da t . 

Well , all ri&ht , we have a case up befo ' de j udge . We ' ll git us some Hearts 
Co logne . Yuh kin buy da t at prack ' ly [practically] all drug sto ' s .  All carry 
da t but chew &it de clear , de aleaP Hearts Co logne . An ' yuh git de pePfume o live 
oi l an ' yuh nuse three drops of frog blood in dat o il . An ' yuh git chew a piece 
of  lodestone an ' beat it up f ine an ' put wit da t o il in a bo t tl e ,  in a large bot
tle . An 1 yuh rub wit dat o il from yore han ' s  tub yore elbows , no highah , an ' 
ovah yore fac e ,  evah mawnin ' befo ' yuh wash yore face . An ' yuh do da t , an.-yllh 
WASH YORE FACE Dl COLD WATAH . NEVAH WASH IT IN HOT WATAH LONG AS YUH BEFO ' DE 
JUDGE OR COMIN ' UP ON A TRIAL . An ' use sanfoPd Poot [ sanford ? roo t or Sampson? = 
Sampson snakeroo t] . Dat ' s  a bush dat grows up lak a peppahgras s  bush . De sanfoni 
Poot . It ' s  mighty neah lak a shoe string [devil 1 s  shoestring ? ] a little bit tah . 
It st eenks [ stinks] - it steenks very bad . Yuh kin git some de sanfoPd Poot an ' 
chew yore sanfoPd POOt an1 whenevah anyone comin ' in dere tub see yuh - j is '  de 
district attorney or any of de people comin ' tub see yuh or yore lawyah or any 
kin ' lak da t - j is '  spit de root  aroun ' , j is '  lak da t aroun ' [demonstrates ] .  Dat 
takes effec ' on evahone . Well in ordah tub do harm , has tub do good . Dey have 
mo ' faith an ' mo ' belief in yuh . [ This dbatoP invert s  the usual statement by 
other dbatoPs : To dO good you sometimes must dO har,m. There are several examples 
of the lat ter in HOODOO but I do not have time to search for them . ] Well , de 
j udge he go in ' throw yore case out an ' tell yuh go complete [ completely free ] . 

Well , we ' ll git a frog an ' we kill ' im half daid , ' nuff fo ' him tub bleed , an ' 
we will git three drops of ' is blood , an ' rain watah or whiskey , an ' we will put 
it in whut he will have tub drink or whut he are goin 1 tub eat . In nine days he 
will create a snake or a frog , if we nuse [us e ]  de snake blood or frog blood - de 
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same if a snake or frog . 
[ HERE FOLLOWS A NEW RITE FOR "HOODOO" 1 HOW TO LAY THE GHOST OF A PBilSOB YOU 

KILLED . Both fork and pillow are interesting . The burning o f  the la��er 1B 
about as close as black people come t o  the witch wreath o f  German ortaiD, a be
lief common in FAC I , second edition. For f eather s in a pillow , the nearea� �hial 
in HOODOO to the witch wreath , see the remarkable experience related in DOC'mR 
EXPLAINS AFTER DEATH , 927 , pp . 344-34 9 . ] 

If he 1 s  worried or done kilt someone , he ' ll break one t eeth [ tine] out of a 
fo ' k .  A fo ' k  has foah an ' some has f ive , but whatsomevah how many it has , break 
one out . Keep on bendin ' it till yuh bend it out . Take yore knife an ' push 1� 
through yor e f o ' k  lak dat [ demonstrates with f ingers ] weaves it  [ knif e through 
remaining 3 tines of fork ; these representing the Three Highest Names ] .  An ' where 
de two ends tuhgethah heah - j es '  put de two ends , de knif e end an ' de fo ' k  end 
down stickin ' tuhwards each side of yore baid , an ' if possible put chur e haid be
tween dere - fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' when de nine mawnin ' s  are up , yuh burn dat 
pillah up an ' yore worryin ' is  done . 

[ The knif e  woven through the 3 t ines representing the Three Highest Names , 
completes the form of a cro s s , which is put under p illow about where head would 
lie . ] 

(Now you broke that one t ine out o f  the f ork . )  
Den yuh weaves it . Yuh go on top , not undah beneath [ demonstrates ] .  Yuh got 

top of de f ir s ' prong , undahneat ' de second , an ' de top of de third - see , an ' 
dat ' s  through . See , if it  isn ' t  but fo ' [ tines ] . But if it ' s  f ive , yuh do dat 
vay , but on top . 

(Where do you put t hat fork now? ) 
Yuh put it  undah yore pillah nex ' tub de mattress .  Yuh put d i s  fo ' k  dis way 

an ' put de ends a- s t ickin ' out dis way , at each s ide of yare baid . 
(How do you mean both end s ? ) 
Well , see de end of yore fo ' k  dere whut we hold tub eat with , an ' de end o f  

y o r e  knif e dere [ demonstrates ] .  
(You cro s s  your knif e and fork? ) 
Dat ' s  right - dey cro s s . Well [ demonstrates ] heah de two ends dis way , an ' 

dey point out dis  way . Well , we ' ll lay ' em  near a s  po ssible in de centah be
tween dose two places as we kin . But whethah yuh f eel lak dat or not [ haunted 
or worried or not ] , yuh wanta put it dere when yuh lay down . 

Well ,  yuh sleep on dat fo ' nine mawnin ' [ an unusual expression for for nine 
nights ! ]  an ' when de nine mawnin ' s  are up yuh burn dat hole intuh a p illah . 

(You say that after you cro s s  that , you put it under the pillow for a while, 
and then you burn that pillow up? )  

Yes , a f tah nine mawnin ' s .  
(Af t er you have slept on it  for nine night s .  Then what do you do with tha� 

dust , did you say? ) 
�uh git de dust an ' yuh keep s dat . See , yuh don ' throw dat away . Yuh keep de 
dus t  an ' bury dat dus t . When [ before]  yuh bury dat , yuh wash yore face iD 1� fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' evah t ime yuh wash yore face , yo ' s  go tta po '  i t  in de baek of 
somebody ' s  fiah furniture [ grate] . Po ' it in de back of it . If no� all of 1�, 
some o f  it go tta be in de back of it , whethah f iah be in dere or DO� , wbere de 
othah dirt an ' stuf f whut be in dere . It  goes out through de top - da� iB, 1� 
goes out through de top [ chimney ] . Da t r emove yore worries . 

If he keep comin ' dere an ' yuh don ' wan ' ' im .  If we kin g1t oar han' s GD 
sompin he weah , anythin ' of ' is clothes or shoes , or we ' ll g1t ' t.  track. we 
keep on comin ' till we git ' i s track , an ' we don ' wan '  but �hree of ' t.  �racks . 
An '  we will po ' a little turpentine wit dat an ' we will burn da� dir� in our 
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chiml ey dere . An ' we will '- urn it in de turpent ine . An ' we will take i t  out an ' 
we ' ll put us a snail wit it , an ' a snail in de dirt ' l ive .  An ' cut it [ snail]  
twice in two . Cut ' im  one [ once ]  d isaway [ cut once leng thwise and once acro ss 
making form o f  cross ] . An ' den we will bury dat . Why , he ' ll come dere one mo ' 
t ime . He go t ta come ag ' in .  An ' when he step s  ovah da t ,  dat ' ll be his la s '  t ime 
steppin ' ovah i t . 

Now , EVE ' THIN ' AH TOLE YUH IS REALLY DE TRUTH . Ah ' m  no t go in ' talk ovah too 
much tuh lies . An' when he step s  ovah dat , he ' ll nevah come back der e .  An ' in 
de long run it ' ll worry ' im tuh death . But how long ah wouldn ' t  know . 

We could ketch us a sp idah an ' put wit dat cat hair an ' put i t  in a per son ' s  
food . Cook it in dere any way yuh could git da t intuh ' is food or git it intuh 
' is stomic . Quite na tchel [ na tural ] he would suf fah wit stomic trouble unt il ' is 
death . 

[ OUR DOCTOR ROW G IVES U S  ALMOST AN IMPOS S IBILITY - A NEW BAT RITE ! ] 
Ah heard dat we could git a bat an ' git three drops of ' is blood , ' is lef ' 

wing , an ' we ' ll  s ew  it j is ' lak if we wuz makin ' a quil t . S ew a p iece of red 
flannel on to i t  an ' we will cro s s  de blood . We will make a cro s s  wit de blood 
on dat wing , not on de cloth but on de wing , an ' we will roll d i s  - roll it from 
yuh . Af tah we make a roll out of it , disaway , we will fold i t  from us d isaway . 
Den we � sew dat tuhgethah . Now , we ' ll keep da t dat way . Dat ' s  fo ' luck . 
Now , whut kin ' a luck though? DAT ' ·s  FO ' LUCK , BEIN ' SUCCES SFUL AN ' BEIN ' AROUN ' 
WIT PEOPLES ' SOCIATIN ' TUHGETHAH . We b e  roun ' wit company an ' we ' re roun ' j ob s . 
Peoples will lak yuh mo ' ,  an ' yuh b e  succes sful in do in ' whut yuh had in mind tub 
do . 

We git us a dir t  dauber nest an ' de  shell off de wasp or d ir t  dauber o r  what
soevah dat ' s  in dere . We will git dat shell an ' par t of dat dirt dauber nes t  an ' 
we will put dis beah clay - d i s  heah clay mud , yuh know , SOME PEOPLES EAT D I S  
HEAH SWEET CLAY MUD .  [ Earth or so il eat ing (geophagia ) i s  a pathological con
dition not too rare . ] Git some clay mud an ' mix wit dat in a ball . An ' yuh � 
some of a person ' s track or a piec e of his dress or his hat or j i s ' anythin ' dat 
he have worn an' nevah b een washed . An 1 bo ' a hole in any kinda tree an ' stop i t  
up wher e i t  cain ' t gi t  any a i r  tuh i t . Da t ' s  tuh do harm , dat ' ll run ' im crazy . 

Put herbs in it , but how tuh put de herbs in ' im? De same way . Yuh g i t  a 
herb . Now we will mash dis herb up . Yuh kin kill ' im [ black cat? ] if  yuh wan ' a ,  
but we wan ' d is haid propo s i t ion an ' d e  s tuff , marrah [marrow] out ' is neck an ' 
ev ' ythin ' . We wan ' dat whole haid propo sit ion ma shed up intuh ' i s  [ a  man ' s ]  f ood. 
An ' put it where he kin eat i t . If he evah ea t s  dat , da t put herb s in ' im .  An ' 
tuh gi t d i s  herb out , we will give him blues tone . Well peoples , dey don ' lak tub 
take poison medicine ' cuz dey ' fra id of i t . But yuh mix yuh up some bluestone 
watah , but put three drops of iod ine in der e ,  an ' yuh put chew j is ' two drops o f  
turpent ine an ' 1 bout a spoonful , aftah yuh put de two drop s , put yuh one spoonful 
in dere . Den yuh mix dat all up wit some flour , but let it be self-r i s in ' flour . 
An ' put chew - well j is '  as much cayenne peppah in dere as yo ' kin . 

SPIRIT S CAN BE SEEN BY HER 

AH ' VE GOT A WA Y TUH SEE A SPIRIT 
IF AH 'M GOIN ' ANY PLACE IN DE NIGHT 

AH KIN WALK 'LONG DE ROAD 
AN ' IF ANYBODY DIED IN A HOUSE 

AN ' AH PASS DAT HOUSE OUT IN DE COUNTRY 
AN ' AH WANTS TUH SEE WHOSOMEVAH 'TIS DIED 
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AH SPIT ON DE GROUN ' IN FRONT OF ME 
AN ' HOL ' UP MAH AHM [ARM] AN ' LOOK UNDAH DERE 

AN ' YO ' [I] KIN SEE WHOSOMEVAH 'TIS DIED • • •  
LOOK BACK AN ' YO ' KIN ALWAYS SEE DE HA 'NT BEHIN ' YUH 

YO ' HAVE TUH LOOK UNDAH DIS AHM • • •  YORE LEF ' AHM • • •  
IF AH WANTA SEE 'EM BEFO ' DEY SCARE ME 

IF A HAG - YO ' KIN SEE 'IM BEFO ' HE COME TUH RIDE .JOO 
YO ' KIN SEE HIM - HE IMITATE A MAN OR A OLE LADY 

OR SOMETIME HE COME AS A LITTLE BOY 
AN ' IF YO ' KIN SEE HIM BEFO ' HE GIT TUH YUH 

YO ' CURSE - SAY 
"GO BACK! YO ' SON-OF-A-BITCH YO ' !  WHERE YO ' GOIN ' ? " 

AN ' HE 'LL TURN BACK FROM DERE 
HE CAN 'T COME TUH YUH TUH SAVE HIS LIFE • • •  

AN ' JES LAK IF YO ' GOIN ' ANYWHERE IN DE NIGHT 
AN ' IF YO ' SEE A SPIRIT AN ' IF IT IMITATE ANY 

OLE PERSON BEEN DEAD A GOOD MANY YEAHS AGO 
YO ' CURSE 'EM AN ' DEY CAN 'T SCARE YO ' 

IF YORE ROOM WUZ HA 'NTED • • •  YO ' HEAH THIN 'S IN HEAH • • • 
GIT CHEW A NEW HORSESHOE • • •  TACK IT OVAH DE DO ' AN ' 

PUT THREE NAILS IN IT THREE HORSESHOE NAILS 
AN ' DEY SAY DAT WILL KEEP OUT ALL HA 'NTS 

SUMTER 1 SOUTH CAROLINA 
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[ This woman ' s  stepfather was a hoodoo man. she says . and this may b e  the 
reason for her taking up the work . Rootwork and hoodoo frequently runs in fam
ilies . Though she tr ies to d isguise her hoodoo background by s tory form (af. 
Doctor Heard who only heard about the things he told me 1 p . l 948f . ) 1  the prof ession 
is wr it ten all over her . Her little speech to me about : A MAN WUS LAK A DOG an ' 
he always go an ' Zusted aftah thin 's .  �ob ' Zy he 'd be Bettin ' down heah an ' he 
see a woman pass aZong out dere� an ' he 'd say� "WeZZ� yo ' know� dat 's a good-Zook
in ' wman. " WeZZ�  he right ready tuh git in behin ' 'er. I repeat her lit tle 
speech (no t  d iatribe) reveals an interes ting and independent woman . I like her 
ezpression o Ze haZf-rootman. The whoZe rootman had about disappeared by the tt.e 
I began field work. She 1 informant 1341 1 was record ed on cylinder s C 7 36 : 12-
C741 : 7  = 2317-23 22 . ]  

Once a hag usta r ide me 1 an ' mah mo thah wuz about 7 0  yeahs ole 1 [ I ] of aae 
den, an ' she tole me tuh put de sif tah undahneat ' de baid . Well 1 ah did dat an' 
dat did n ' t  do muc h  good 1 de  hag ride r ight straigh t  o n .  D en she tole .e � 
!p!inkle mus tard seed undahneat ' de baid 1 an ' said if dat hag come back, he1d 
have tuh pick up evah one dem mus tard seed s befo ' he could ride .e .  AD' ah did 
clat an ' he quit . 

Yeah . dat stopped ' im 1  he could n ' t ride me no mo ' .  
[Here I turn off my r ecord ing machine to ask ano t her question; ba� before I 

can res tar t . informant cont inues by explaining why the sifter UDder the bed 
failed . ] 

Put de sif tah on yore feet . See 1 he ' d  have tuh count ev.ah oae dea boles befo ' 
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he could ride yo ' .  Put it on yore feet . Jes ' go tuh baid - when yo ' go tuh baid 
j es '  take de sif tah an ' turn it down on de foo t o f  de baid on top yor e  feet . Now 
when he come tuh git on yo ' he ' d  have tuh count dem holes ' fore he could git on 
yo ' .  An ' dat quit ' im  from r id in ' me . 

[The sifter under the bed failed , but the sifter on top yore feet (mo s t  un
usual ) succeeded . ] 

If a hag - yo ' kin see ' im befo ' he come tuh ride joo . Yo ' kin see him - he 
imitate a man or a ole lady or somet ime he come lak a little boy . An ' if yo ' kin 
see him befo ' be git tuh yo ' , yo ' curse , say , "Go back ! Yo ' son-o f-a-b itch yo ' !  
Where yo ' goin' ? "  An '  he ' ll turn back from dere , he can ' t come tuh yo ' tuh save 
his life , if 70 ' cur se him . An ' j es '  lak if yo ' goin ' anywhere in de night , an ' 
if yo ' see a spirit an ' if it  imitate any ole person been dead a good many yeahs 
ago , yo ' curse ' em  an ' dey can ' t scare yo ' . 

An '  ab 've got a way tuh see a spirit . If ah 'm  go in '  any plac e in de night , ah 
kin walk ' long de road an ' if anybody died in a house , an ' ah pas s  dat house out 
in de country an ' ah want s tuh see whosomevah i ' tis died , ah spit on de groun ' in 
front of ae an '  hol ' up mah ahm [arm] an ' look undah dere , an ' yo ' kin see who
somevah i ' tis died . 

(You bold up your arm and look under your arm? ) 
Look undahneat ' chure ahm lak dat - look back an ' yo ' kin always see de ha ' nt 

behin ' �b. Yo ' have tuh look undah dis ahm, j es '  lak - yeah , undah yore lef ' 
ahm , j eS: lak dat . Jes ' lak if ah ' m  go in ' from heah an ' go tta go through a dark 
street dere , an' ah figure ah go in ' see a spirit or anythin ' about - if ah wanta 
see ' em  befo ' dey scare me , look undah yore ahm lak dat an ' yo ' kin see ' im . 

Dey says da t  if yo ' know dat anybody ' s  put down anythin ' fo ' yo ' , yo ' git chew 
some sulphur , git chew - de firs ' thin ' yo ' must  do , git a dime an ' put a hole  in 
it an ' wear it roun ' yore ankle . Den git chew some sulphur an ' git chew three 
pods of red peppah an ' a tablespoon fulla table salt . An ' put it in a thin rag 
an ' put it in yore sho es . Yo ' mus ' wear dat in each one of  yore shoes an ' don ' t 
care vbut dey put dOwn dere , yo ' kin s t ep on it an ' dey won ' t  ketch yo ' .  

Bef o '  - if yo ' step on it , dat silvah dime will ketch it , an ' dat peppah an ' 
sal t will turn it back , an ' den yo ' can ' t ketch it . 

(You mean tw-n it back on the per son that put it there? ) 
TUPn it right back on ' em . Dat silvah dime will turn it back . 
If a man sit mad wit a woman , can ' t have his way wit ' er - an ' if he kin � 

hol '  of  some of ' er hair , he ' ll put it in a bo ttle , s toppah de bo ttle up an ' take 
it wit ' im  to a stream, an ' chunk it in runnin ' watah an ' cur se it , an ' dat ' ll 
run ' em  crazy . 

(He do esn ' t put anything else in there but that  ha ir ? )  
Nuthin but de hair . Jes ' put dat hair in a bo ttle , any kin ' a  bo ttle an ' put 

a cork stoppah in dere , where no kin ' a  watah or nuthin can ' t git tuh it . Throw 
it intuh runnin ' watah an ' make a oath an ' it ' ll run ' em  crazy . 

Lo tsa times if people could take yor e hair an ' dey would twist  it real tight . 
Now,  if dey wanta git in love wit yo ' somehow or no thah , dey would take dat ha ir 
an ' dey would twist it real tight , an ' dey would put it in a Heart 's Cologne bo t
tle an ' j es '  to te it in dere pocketbook , an ' dey say dat will gain love . 

(With j us t  that hair in the bo t tle? ) 
No , dey didn ' t say put anythin ' else in it . Now,  a woman tole  me dat yeahs 

ago . 
Take Heart Co logne an ' j es '  to te it in yore pocketbook an ' evah time he see 

yo ' ,  he ' ll be crazy about chew . 
Take de bow outa his hat .  Dey say sew it wit black thread in de seat of ' er 

bloomahs . Say da t ' ll make him crazy ' bout chew . 
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Ah ' ve heard d iff ' ren ways people say dat dey would make ' e.  stay ..... .a.. 
ah ' ve known some wimmins r ight now , dey wuz suppo sed tuh b e  - well. ae 1..- 
of de wimmins made thr ee yeahs at de pen [ state pr ison] fo ' killin' .ah fir•' 
cousin . Now,  ah heard dis tuh be de fac ' ,  in fac ' ah know it . Dis �· DDC a 
story , dis is de truth . 

D is woman , her name wuz Irene Jones an ' she said dat she wuz fightin' ..,� 
!!!!!!.· D is othah man wuz goin ' wit ' er but at de same t ime dey say - j ea '  1M a 
would have two boy frien ' s - an ' dis othah boy whut go t killed [ informant ' s  cou
sin] , he run in tuh stop ' em  from fightin '  ' er ,  an ' she missed an ' stobbed ' ia  
up in heah , an ' he died . He lived a hour an ' a half af tah he go t to de hospital .  

Well , she went tuh de pen an ' she stayed three yeahs an ' she come back an ' 
she went tuh go in ' wit a man by de name of Charlie Harr is , an ' she tole me dat 
de mens were all a-scared of ' er on account of she b ein ' a murde ' ah .  But she 
go t dis  man an ' ah ask ' er ,  ah says , "Well , how did yo '  do tuh make him stay wit 
yo ' an 1 he be in ' scared of yo ' ? " In f&er:" he is scar ed o f  ' er .  

She said , "Well , "  she said , "af tah ah go t ' im tuh eat a meal or two wit me , "  
she said , "ah studied . Ah went tuh a l'oot woman an ' she tole me dat when ah min
is trat e ,  tuh ketch some of it an ' put it in his food , an ' if ah evah go t one do se 
of dat in 1 im ,  didn ' t car e  whut ah do , ah couldn ' t  run ' im  off . So ah did dat . "  
An ' she say , " Evah since den , " she say , " evah dime he make in d e  worl ' he give 
it to me . "  

An ' evah payday in d e  place when he git dat check cashed - he worked tuh de 
Brooklyn Cooperage - he bring dat money an ' he count it out tuh her an ' she nuse 
[use] it j es '  lak she think tuh - give him whut she want ' im tuh have . 

Ah says , "Now yo ' r eckon dat he love yo ' or he can ' t he ' p  hisself ? "  
She say , "Oh ,  he j es '  as crazy about me as he could be . "  
An ' dat woman ' s  livin ' now ,  an ' dey don ' t live very far from heah . Dey live 

right on X Street , 000 , X Str eet . Ah ' ve knowed dat tuh be de fac t . 
Ah ' ve heard dat if a woman want a man tuh go away from ' er ,  she t ire ' of  ' im  

an ' can ' t  g it r id of ' im ,  tuh git a han ' ful of tab le salt an ' he ' d  go from ' er 
bouse,  an ' throw dat table salt in behin ' ' im j es '  a s  ho t  a s  yo ' kin ' an ' � 
' im  three t imes - [ I  mean] cuss ' im fo ' thr ee things : "Yo ' damn son-of-a-b itch . "  

An '  dey say dat man will keep on go in ' , he won ' t  nevah come back no mo ' .  
(You say curse him for three times ? )  
Cuss ' im  fo ' three thin ' s .  
(What are those? ) 
One of 1 em is a "damn" an ' de o thah one is a " son" an ' de othah one is a 

"bitch" - damn , son ,�a b itch . Ah ' ve seen people do in ' dat . 
-y()i know, when ah wuz marr ied an ' livin ' r ight down d is street chere , well • 

.ah husban ' wuz a kind of  a runabout man . ' Co ' se ah nevah , yo ' know, study nutbiD 
tuh avo id ' im from goin ' ,  cuz ah figure a man wuz a man - A MAN WUZ LAK A DOG All' 
BE ALWAYS GO AN '  LUSTED AFTAH THIN ' S .  Prob 1 1y he ' d  b e  sett in '  down heah an '  he 
see a woman pass along out der e ,  an ' he ' d  say , "Well , yo ' know dat ' a  a soocl-laolt
in 1 woman . "  Well , he r ight ready tuh gi t in behin ' ' er .  Well , ah nevah waa1.d 
say nuthin ' tall tuh ' im , an 1 he s tar t den goin ' wit a woman an ' ah hear all 
about it . In fac ' me an ' her had some words about it . But ah nevah waald aay 
too much tuh ' er .  

So , f in ' ly at last he ranned aroun ' tuh ' er .  D is woman worked at a ha� .  tuh 
d e  bo ' din ' house ,  an ' she bringed li ' le meals home fo ' suppah at �t. Be .et 
1 er  an ' - he worked a t  a coffee fac tory . So he met ' er one eveD1D aa' abe bad 
saae p ie f ixed fo ' ' im . She g ive him a slic e  of pie an ' a alice of cake .  Be ate 
it an '  he come home an ' he said tuh me , he say , "Yo ' know one thfa1 • 8 he said ,  
-ah don ' t  feel good . "  
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Ah say, "Well, prob ' ly yo' worked too hard tuhday." 
He says, "No, " says, "ah j es' as well tell yo' , "  said, "ah et [ate] mah damna

tion." 
Ah said, "Well, how did yo ' do it? " 
He said, "Well, dis ole woman dat ah wuz messin' roun ' wit, " .!!I_, " she give me 

a slice of piean' ah been sick evah since ah et it." 
Ah said, "Yo' did?"  
He say, "Yeah. " 
Well, de nez ' .. wnin' when it time fo' him tuh go tuh work - he used tuh go 

tuh work at nine a' clock. De nex ' mawnin ' ' bout roun ' nine a ' clock his min ' 
seemed tuh, yo ' know, go away. So ah kept noticin ' ' im den. Ah wouldn ' t say no 
too much tuh ' fa• an' so ah' d move out of one room, yo' know, an '  go in de othah, 
an '  he' follah me aroun ' in evah room. So, ah said tuh ' im, ah  said, "Why yo' 
fellahin' me ao tuhday? " 

He said ,  ".Jes ' so sompin won ' happen tuh me." 
Ah said, "Well , whut is it? " 
He said1 "Ah et dat pie from dat woman an '  it goin ' run me crazy shore as 

day . " Be say. 11It goin ' kill me, it goin' be de death of me." 
So yo ' koaw1 he lasted dataway about fo ' days, an '  he fin ' ly went crazy. So 

den ah call up .. h lawyah - Lawyah Short [ ? ]  an ' ast ' im tuh come down tuh de 
house an 1 he ca.e down. Ah ast ' im whut he thought about it. He send de doctor 
down dere. De doctor said he couldn ' t  reach ' is complaint. 

So Lavyah Short tole me, he say, "Well, yo' shore have been mighty good." He 
say, "Ah'• goin ' tell whut ah' m goin ' do, ah' m goin ' send ' im tuh Columbia." 

Ah tole h:fa, "All right." 
He say11 11Well 11 de mens will be ovah heah fo' him in de mawnin ' ." 
So we endure wit ' im  dat night - it wuz on a Wednesday night. Thursday mawn

in' 1bout ten a' clock two white fellahs come fo' him - from Columbia fo' him -
an1 he last datavay five weeks an' he died. Ah don ' t know how he knew dat he 
wuz poisoned. Dat woman had got it in dat, a slice of pie an '  a slice of cake. 
Now, whut she put in it - ah dunno whut she put in it, but it wuz sompin musta 
been sorta of poison. Musta been Pough on Pats or sompin, some kinda poison. 
She'd figured if she couldn ' t git ' im no othah way [ no one else could have him]. 

Heard de folkses say, if yo' wanta make anybody be down sick a long time, dat 
yo' take dey shoes an1 bury ' em  - bury dere shoes. Ah ' ve heard tell of dat. 

Ah don1 t believe dere's anythin ' much in dat. Dey said dat if yo' burn a 
shoe dat dat would run anybody crazy, too. But ah don ' t believe dere ' s nuthin 
atall tuh dat. 

If yo ' wanted tuh run anybody cra zy wit dere pitchure, or yo' wanted tuh kill 
' em  or somepin othah11 dat chew ' d take dat pitchure an '  carry it out - jes ' lak if 
ah wanted tuh, had a photograph of mah boy fren ' an '  me an '  ' im fell out, an'  ah 
cain ' t git tuh ' im. If ah could git hold of one of ' is pitchures, yo' take dat 
pitchure an'  carry it out somewhere an '  put it up ' side a tree an'  shoot it. 
Take a gun an ' shoot dat pitchure, dey say dat would kill ' im. 

Ah heard tell about de socks, too. Dey says yo' take dose socks, as much as 
two, an ' pack ' em  in a bottle an' put sulphur an '  red peppah in a stockin ' or 
eithah a sock an'  bury it undah de steps, says a person couldn ' t  leave yo' ' tall 
[at  all]11 said dey couldn ' t  leave yore house ' tall. Ah ' ve heard of dat. 

Dey say yo ' take a - jes ' lak yo' have a intahco' se wit a woman, wit a man, 
yo' d go uptown an'  buy yo' a piece of new homespun, jes ' lak yo' go an '  buy a 
tard of homespun or a half a yard of homespun, an '  when yo' have connection wit 

im, yo' nuse dat piece of homespun, j es' wipe yo'self or wipe him, dey say pull 
it tuh yo' lak dat, an'  take dat piece of homespun an1 stretch it dat long way 
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lak dat . Tie three knots in it an ' lay dat r ight straight on !D!• �) !1!'!1! 
an ' don ' wash dat out . See , he cain ' t b e  wit nobody else . Be eoalaa1 �  rt.a .. 
fo ' nobody else . 

Dey say yo ' d  have tuh bury yore track an ' dey track tuhgethah . �ea ' - 1f �· 
kin git hol '  of dere track an ' take yore track an ' carry it tuh dere hoaae ... 
put it undah dere step s ,  said dey will leave . Dey wouldn ' t  wanta stay, ' spee1117 
if yo ' all fall out . Say yo ' gotta git both of ' em track, but pull ' em  tub de 
front . Jes ' lak if ah wuz walkin ' ' long an ' yo ' git behin ' me . If yo ' wants 
tuh make dem go from dat house , yo ' git dere track - pull it tuh de front . 

(What do you mean, pull it  to the front? ) 
Jes ' lak yore heel,  start at yore heel an ' go tuh yore  toe . An ' yo ' put all 

o f  dat in a bottle an ' bury at de s teps , but be shure an ' put yore lef ' track in 
der e ,  too . Say dat ' ll drive ' em .  
----(What track do you get from them? ) 

Git both of dere ' s , but git dere r ight feet f irs ' an ' git dere lef ' feet nex ' . 
Now take yore lef ' feet an ' put wit dose ,  an ' put it in a bottle an ' bury at de 
step s ,  r ight undahneat '  de steps . See , say yo ' must go dere in de night when dey 
sleeps . Dig a hole undah dere an ' bury it at dere steps an ' dey ' ll go ' way from 
dere cuz dey wanta git away from yo ' .  Dey don ' wanta have nuthin tuh do wit chew 
an ' dat lef ' track of yores will make dem leave . 

If a person is not speakin ' tuh yo ' an ' yo ' an ' dem unbearin ' ,  say yo ' kin 
meet ' em  out tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road somet ime an ' dey don '  say nuthin tuh yo ' an ' 
yo ' don ' say nuthin tuh dem, j es '  as dey go yo ' git dey track den an ' carry i t  
b a c k  tuh yore house . P u t  dat track in a piece of red f lannel an ' sew it up wit 
black thread . Put dat track an ' a piece of as isfety [asafetida ] - sompin whut 
chew nuse .  Put dat in a p iece of r ed flannel an ' sew it . Dat woman or dat man 
will take down s ick an ' dey can ' t git up unti l  yo ' loo se ' em  out - loose dey 
track out of dat asbesty [ asafetida] . 

(What track would you get , either or both of them? ) 
Eithah one of dem will do . 
(Where do you put this red flannel then after you get it? ) 
Tote it roun ' yore wais ' in sampin [red flannel]  an ' dey ' ll git down bad off 

sick. 
Dey take dat undahclothe s ,  a person undahclothes - j es '  lak a ma n  would take 

a woman bloomahs or ' er pett icoat or sompin , if he wanted tuh make her stay �t 
' tm, an ' weah ' em roun ' ' is wais ' .  Dey say he mus t  take sulphur an ' graveyard 

� an ' sew it up in whatsomevah one yo ' git , an ' weah it roun ' yore wais ' ,  an ' 
dey couldn ' t  leave yo ' .  

Dey tell me if anybody bite chew, yo ' put black hen manure on yo ' ,  on de plac:e 
an ' all dere teeths will drop out , or rot out . 

About lookin ' in de watah fo ' good luck . Jes ' take yo ' a glas s [mirror] an '  
so tuh de watah an ' shadah [ shadow] yo ' self lak dat [ so that you appear in tbe 
•irror ] .  Hol ' it ovah de watah, stand on sompin an ' hol '  it ovah de vatab l&t 
�. an ' dey say yo ' ll see diff ' ren thin ' s  in de watah . 

Ah knows if yo ' want anybody [ to move ] . Jes ' lak if ah lives in a baaae beah 
an ' prob ' ly ah had a room back dere , an ' ah wanted yo ' tuh move . If ah k1n &it 
•e a han ' ful of graveyard d ir t  an ' a han ' ful of table salt ,  an ' a li ' le B8aPt 
CO logne an ' sprinkle on dat , an ' slip' it undah yore baid , yo ' ll 1-..e da� batd 
yo ' ll leave dat baid . Yo ' wouldn ' t  go back in dat baid DO mo ' . 

If yo ' know dat de lishtnin ' struck a tree an ' yo ' got a toothache. J0 1  ao 
dere an ' cut chew a splintah of f dere an ' p ick yore teeth, pick � in de IU!• 
until it bleed . Dat ' ll cure de teethache . 

Dat if yo ' kin git up tuh de bo ssman, .&!! a pocket ban'ke 'c:h' ef or aoepin dat 
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he has nused , an ' kin git dat pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  Yo ' must write chure name in 
one cornah an ' yore wif e  an ' how many chillern yo ' go t , an ' put it in sompin an ' 
put it roun ' yore wais ' - dat pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef dat he have nused . An ' yo ' go 
back tub ' im  fo ' a j ob , he may say "no "  de firs ' t ime , but chew stan ' awhile bein' 
patient . Af tah while he ' ll come roun ' an ' tell yo ' "yeah" - he give yo ' a j ob .  

De f i r s ' t ime ah evah heard about dat , i t  wuz a ole colored man tole me ' bout 
dat . 

---(You write your name and your wi fe ' s  name and the children all in one corner ? ) 
[My ques tion repeats what informant said while recording machine was stopped . ] 
In one cornah of de pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef dat he has nused . Jes ' g i t  sompin 

outa his hand , an ' yo ' kin put dat in sompin an ' weah it roun ' yore wais ' .  He 
couldn ' t  he ' p  froa givin ' yo ' a j ob .  

If a woman gpt a man an ' he ' s  a grea t l ikkah drinkah - dat chew go tub de drug 
s t o ' an ' git chew a ten-cents bot tle o f  spirits of ammonia , an ' po ' i t  in ' is 
l ikkah . Mix it wit ' is l ikkah an ' evah t ime he drink i t , he would vomik an ' 
f in ' ly quit wit it . 

Ah ' ve heard ' aa  say THREE WIRE NAILS AN ' ( IN] A PINT OF VINEGAR TUH DRINK, TUH 
KEEP OFF ROOTS an '  diff ' ren thin ' s .  Jes ' lak i f  yo ' thinkin ' dat somebody go in ' 
put down sompin fo ' yo ' , yo ' take a swallah of dat in de mawnin ' s  an ' at night 
three wire nails an ' [ soaking in] a p int o f  vinegah . 

Ah said if yore room wu z  ha ' nt ed - j es '  lak yo ' could heah thin ' s in heah or 
yo ' could t.agiue of hearin '  thin ' s ,  yo ' j es '  sit chew a new horseshoe an ' tack 
it ovah de do ' an ' put three nail s in i t , three horsesho e nail s ,  an ' dey say dat 
wil l  keep out all ban ' ts . 

A fellah tole .e one time - he supposed to b e  a o Ze ha Zf-rootman , too - he 
tole me one tt.e , said if  ah d idn ' t lak a person , dat he could kill ' em an ' dey 
would be in de house at night [ they would not haunt you at  night ] an ' dey would 
die an 1 dey [law) wouldn ' t  r eally know how dey die . Said he would - take de sho t s  
o u t  o f  d e  shell , let d e  powdahs s tay in dere , an ' dere ' s  ano thah wad dat he said 
dat he would put wit it , an ' sulphur , an ' he ' d  shoo t ovah de house at night at  
exac tly twelve a1 clock , an ' he ' d  go tub dat person house an ' shoot ovah de top o f  
dat house , an1 dat person would die . 

(What d id he put in that shell , did you say? ) 
He put sulphur wit de powder an ' he said dat he had sompin else he would put 

wit i t  [ 3  iugredients ) . He wouldn ' t  t ell whut de o thah wuz . 
Sweep roun ' de do ' wit de broom dat chew sweep d e  house wit , an ' put salt an ' 

chambah Zye down dere [ to pro tec t  house ] , an ' if yo ' don ' t wan ' a per son tub come 
in yore house soon in de mawnin ' , yo ' git up in de mawnin ' ,  dey say , an ' throw 
chambah Zye a t  chure front do ' steps an ' yo ' back do ' steps . Put a l i ' le salt in 
it j es 1  lak if yo 1 goin1 put sal t in sompin tub cook . 

If yo ' in love wit anybody an ' wants tub s tay in love , yo ' have tub thread 
nine needles an ' weah it roun ' yore neck fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dat ' is l ove 
would increase an 1 he would be bet tah tub yo 1 •  Ah ' ve heard folkses say sompin 
lak dat , but ah don ' t know how true dat i s . 

A ole woman tole me one time dat a man had a woman an ' she wuz a spo ' t  [ sport ] 
an ' he had did evah ' thin ' he could in d e  worl ' tub make her stay home . An ' he 
couldn ' t  make her stay home . An' evah time he ' d  go out an ' come in , he fin '  de 
house fulls mens . An ' he said he wu z  goin ' make her stay home or kill ' er .  So 
he go t holds one of ' er ministra te rags an ' he cut a l i ' le piec e out o f  it , an ' 
he took a axe an ' he went tub d e  tree an ' he shaved de side o f  de tree o f f , a 
pine tree , trimmed de bark o f f  an ' he took a augah an ' he bo ' d  a hole in d a t
tree , an 1 he packed dat piece whut he had cut out - he pack it in dere an ' put 
table salt on dat , an ' den he filled dat hol e  up where nobody couldn' t see it , 
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place ano thah plug in dat , an ' dat woman , she couldn ' t  har ' ly ale � .. .... 1 .  
(What did it do  to  her ? ) 
I t  j es '  kep ' ' er right home . 
I f  anybody have a sick spell or use tuh havin ' ' tacks [attacks] . ,... ,� .. 

wuz c ' ab le [ capable]  havin ' [ convul sions ] , j es '  take dose chicken f .. r' ' � :  
a piece of  garlic an ' burn it . Burn de chicken feathahs an ' let ' a.  tnt.J• .. 
smoke . Now dat ' s  good fo ' dat . 

A eel skin is good f o '  cramps an ' rheumatism .  
Earwax is  good fo ' ringworms on yore face or in yore haid , on yore hlllc1 _. a. · 

yore abms . Take de wax out chure ear s an ' grease dem place s .  Dey say it � 
carry ' em  away . 

Gittin '  a hog hoof or a cow hoof  or somp in lak dat , burnin ' it  an ' make a 
ashes out o f  it , an ' mix de vaseline wit it , an ' dat good fo ' sor es . Jes ' l&k 
if yo ' go t aat 's-paws or sompin on yo ' ,  yo ' put dat on sore s .  Mix i t  wit Blue 
Seal Vaseline an ' make a salve out of  it  fo ' sore s .  

[ If I asked for the meaning o f  the preceding aat 's-paws , I did so either vhile 
my record ing machine was s topped , or I realized that  she was talking abou t  the 
paws of  a cat . Cat 's paw means either scratches f rom a eat ' s  paw , or the plant 
cat ' s-paw = cat ' s-foo t ,  a plant = (1)  ground ivy {2)  Antennaria or { 3 )  wild giD
ger . Antennaria is  a large genus of the thistle family (Carduaceae) , many species 
of which are called cat ' s-foo t . Could one o f  these plant s have thorns or stickera 
caus ing scratches or sores? I think informant is talking about a cat ! ] 

Use cow manure fo ' burns . Ah have nused dat . We had a girl one t ime got 
burnt near ly tuh death an ' we nused fr esh dung on ' er an ' dat cured ' er .  

Tell yo ' dat . Now dat ain ' t a tale . Dis  is  de truth . Ah have a cou s in lived 
down tuh Pax Rivah , S .  Car . , an ' ' er husban ' got in j ail fo ' whiskey . [There is 
a Paxville , R .  Br . (= River Bridge) Manning (at o r  near Manning in South Carolina 
see u . s .  Po stal Zip Code D irec tory , 1968 , Norman Publishing Co . , Washington , D . C J ]  
An '  she came home an ' tole mah mo thah ' bout it . Mah s tep-fatah he wuz whut yo ' 
call a hoodoo man. So he tole her tuh take three pennies , go tuh de graveyard at 
twelve a ' clock . Change de footbo ' d  tuh de haid an ' de haidbo ' d  to de foo t . Bury 
dem three pennies at de haid of  de grave an ' meet t r ial de nex ' day an ' ' er hue
ban ' would come cleah . She did dat , ah went wit ' er ,  an ' he tole her dat when 
she stick de fo.o tbo ' d  tuh de haid , dat she would heah a roahin ' in de cemetecy, 
but she mustn ' t  run , neithah look back , an ' say , if she didn ' t do whut he tell 
' er tuh do , wouldn ' t do no good . An ' ah went wit ' er .  We wuzn ' t very fah fraa 
de road , ah kin go tuh de spo t tuhday , an ' she changed dat foo tbo ' d  tuh de ha1d 
an' bur ied do se three pennies in dat place . An ' when she stick down de footbo 'd. 
aompin roah undah dat grave dere j es '  lak a lion . Ah got scared , but she didn1t .  

[ A  NEW BLACK-CAT-BONE RITE FOLLOWS : ]  
I f  yo ' wanted tuh be lucky in gamblin ' ,  dat chew ketch a black cat an '  yo ' 

kill ' im  an ' yo ' TAKE THREE BONE S OUT OF ' IM ,  an ' af tah yo ' boil ' im  - yo ' aee. 
yo '  go tta boil de cat . Kill de cat an ' boil ' im an ' git three of de baaea aa' 
TIE 1 EM TOGETHAH AN' TOTE 1 EM in yore pocket . An ' yo ' could go tuh any a- aa 1 
�n a bunch o f  money . 

(What three bones do you pick out , do you r emember? ) 
Dey say yo ' git de two front ones an ' one of de back laig ones. de 1!11 baaea; 

see, dat ' s  a little straight bone an ' yo ' j e s '  t ie ' em  right toa� aa' carry 
' ea, dey said , tuh a game . 

[For 2 bones , see p . 84 ;  for 5 bones , p . 8 5 . ] 
Take yo ' a bo t tle of  Heart Cologne an ' sulphur , put it iD de � of ,ore 

pocket where yo 1 put chure money , an ' go tuh a game an' yo'd 1dA de ..aey. Sul
phur i s  luck tuh de money . 
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Said dat , if dey could git a ant s nest dey could make yo ' move .  Said dey 
would take dat ant s nest an ' dey would put it in a box , an ' dey would po ' aham
bah Zye on dat . Dey ' d  put salt on it an ' dey ' d  put sulphur on it , an ' keep i t  
r ight tuh dere house ,  an ' den whosomevah wuz i n  de house wit yo ' ,  dey would leave 
out - dey couldn ' t stan '  it . ---

(You wouldn ' t  bury it? Just keep i t  somewhere around the house ? ) 
Jes ' keep it somewhere roun ' in yore house . Dey didn ' t say bury it . Jes ' lak 

if dis wuz a big house an '  ah wuz rent in '  some po ' tion dis house an ' ah wanted 
tuh git people outa mah house , j es '  take dat red ant s nest an ' put sulphur -
yeah, keep it roun ' in mah room j es ' anywhere .  

A cat or a dog dat would b e  wo rmy ,  dat would create worms . 
(All she [ a  child ] has to do , play with the dog? ) 
Play wit ' ea. Jes ' lak ah go t a baby now , if she ketch dat cat up an ' play 

wit ' fm  sometiae . she will b ite de cat or s omp in o thah an ' g i t  do se hair s i n  her 
mouth an ' swallow dem der e . Dey would create worms in ' er .  

[ I did not turn on my machine quickly enough to catch the name of the b ird in 
the following rite. but I am cer tain it is  the mockingb ird : ] 

Run yo ' crazy . Dey say dat do se are God ' s b irds an ' dey wuzn ' t tuh b e  bo thah
ed an ' if yo ' eat one o f  dem b ird s ,  yo ' violated de law an ' if  yo ' d  eat d e  aigs 
dey would run yo ' crazy . 

Jes ' 1ak d!f SPt a l i ' le show down heah . Dey say dey go t a la t ta s leight o f  
han ' ' bout dose shows . Say , if  yo ' wanta win sompin down dere an ' dey no t take 
it back fraa yo ' .  tub ketch a frog an ' put ' im in yore pocket an ' go down dere 
an ' win anythin ' yo ' wanta win . 

Ketchin' suakes an '  kill in ' ' em  an ' cut t in '  off  dey haid s ,  poundin ' up dere 
haid an ' put in yor e food - kill yo ' daid as a do ' nail . 

INANIMATE OBJECTS LIVE FOR HER 

ROW DE WAY SOME FOLKS KNOW IT AH DON 'T KNO W IT 
BUT DE WAY AH KNOW IT WHY YO ' KIN TAKE A SHOE 
TAKE A PERSON RIGHT FUTTED [FOOTED ] SHOE AN ' 
CARRY IT INTUH A NO 'TH CORNAH OF A HOUSE AN ' 
YO ' KIN CALL IT [ SOME PERSON] REBUKE DAT PERSON 

DEN CALL DE DEVIL THREE TIMES AN ' 
TURN YORE BACK TUH DE SHOE AN ' 
LOOK OVAH YORE LEF ' SHOULDAH AN ' 

DE DEVIL WILL BE STAND IN ' UP BEHIN ' YO ' 

CARRY 'EM JES ' WHERE YO ' WANT DAT JOB AT • • •  
JES ' STICK DEM NINE PINS RIGHT IN DERE 
AN ' TELL DEM NINE PINS WHUT CHEW WANT 
DA T YO ' WANT 'EM TUH HE 'P YO ' GIT A JOB 

"AH WANT CHEW TUH LOOK OUT FO ' ME" 
AN ' DEM NINE PINS WILL LOOK OUT FO ' YO ' 

SUMTER , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[Among the shor ter interviews in HOODOO , the following one is  qui te original 
and among the best . We have such things as 9 drop s o f  the j udge ' s  sp it ( sp it 
from his mouth will control hi s vo ice dur ing j udicial decision) , the fir s t  9 
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cards run from the deck (divination rite) , a gambling hand with vlddl :IJif� 
won a mi ZZion db Z Zahs , and other s .  However , most interesting of all X faaad tbe 
SPIRIT-TRAP rite,  the box-coffin that suddenly snapped shut to catch the aptr.it. 
Box , for obvious reasons , i s  a common name among my informants for coffin. Tbe 
reader may remember another closing o f  the box-coffin ,  a remarkable oae vi.� 
parallel , under my account of the celebrated Z ippy Tull (p . 927 , lines 5-12) . Tba 
.aterial of Informant 1366 comes from cylinders  C833 : 1-C837 : 5  = 2414-2418 . ]  

Well , dere ' s  one way yo ' kin lock a person ' s bowels up . Now, yo ' kin take � 
stools  when d ey make s tools an ' go tuh a green tree , any kinda green tree ,  j es '  
so it ' s  a green tree in d e  woods ,  an ' bo ' a augah hole in dere an ' put dat stool 
intuh it . An ' make a cork , a peg , where it will fit dat hol e  air tight an ' drive 
dat up . Evah day yo ' go d ere an ' hit dat a lick fo ' nine days . An ' de ninth day 
dat will kill dat person - have pains in dey s tumick [ stomach] . 

Dey burn it [person ' s excrement ]  fo ' tuh make dem so ' [ sore] down dere . Mix 
pePPah an ' turpentine tuhgethah an ' burn it an ' make ' em  so ' down dere . Dat 
[burning pepper , turpentine and excrement ] will make ' em so ' down dere . 

Take a woman monthly rags - take ' em an ' t ie nine kno t s  in ' em  an 1 take it an' 
put it intuh a dry place . An ' let it s tay dere till de t ime comes fo ' her periods 
tub come on her . Yo ' know i t  bound tuh be wet . An ' if dat rag in a dry place , 
when dat rag is in a dry plac e ,  why her period s  j es '  can ' t come on her - i t  can ' t  
came on her . Dere ain ' t no way in de worl ' for it tuh come on her as long a s  dat 
period s tay dry on dat rag . But soon as yo ' put dat where it will git wet an ' 
damp ,  why den her periods will come on her . 

Jes ' lak yo ' want luck, yo ' take a ole sho e ,  yo ' take a certain foo t  ole  shoe 
fo ' luck - a right foot ole shoe is fo ' luck . Take an ' put it in de fiah an ' 
burn it , an ' let  de smoke come out through de buildin ' . An ' ah don ' care whut 
yo '  undahtake tuh do , why yore  luck will come - yo ' be lucky in whut yo ' do . 

Yo ' kin take a woman stockin ' , her right-footed s tockin ' .  Lak yore wife or 
woman gone off an ' yo ' want her tuh come back, yo ' take her r ight-footed s tock
in '  an ' git a toad[rog an ' put him in it an ' bury him . Dig a hole undah d e  r!&ht 
� of de s t eps an ' bury dat , an ' in nine days dat woman will be back regardless 
tuh where she is . 

Well , ah ' ve known folks tuh make a little boxes lak coffins an ' name de person 
vbo dey make de box fo ' .  An ' name dem an ' go tuh dey front gate an ' call dere 
aame nine times wit d e  l i t tle box open . Call d ere  name nine times an ' shet dat 
little box up an ' turn dey back on ' em. Jes ' turn roun ' an ' take dat little box 
an '  lay it down , turn roun ' an ' don ' look back aftah dat box no mo ' .  In nine 
days dey ' ll be put in a cof fin. 

(You say you write that person ' s  name on a piece of  paper ? )  
write i t  [ name ]  o n  a piece of  papah an ' name ' em [ a t  the gate]  - [ I  repeat] 

jes '  put it in d ere an ' name ' im .  Yessuh, write d e  person name on a piece of 
papah an ' name it  [ call the name] fo ' nine days [ times ] . An ' den put it dere 
an '  go dere,  an ' j es '  shet dat li ' le box , an ' turn yore back to it , say, "Go . 
E,. ah hope ah ' 11 nevah s ee yo ' no mo ' • " Dey sho ' [ sure ]  bury dat person. 

[The preceding mock-coffin rite resembles the well-known method o f  catchiag a 
person ' s  spirit in a bottle (see TO CATCH A SPIRIT , p . 24) . The victta' s spirit ,  
called t o  the open coffin b y  repeating his name 9 times at  the gate , is caught by 
closing the lid ! To make doubly certain of  the catch, the spirit is also lured 
to the capture by the name in the coffin . ] 

Ah ' ve heard of  ' em makin ' a person p itchur e ,  drawin ' dey pitchure . j es '  lak 
dey got anythin ' ag ' in a person an ' dey wanta git rid of dat person. Dey take 
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an ' draw a p itchure of dem an ' take dat pitchure , take an ' na il it on tuh a green 
tree , an ' af tah so many days dey ' ll go an ' drive dat nail up in da t green tree , 
a;r-dat person will be done away - dey ' ll eithah die ·or  leave . Dey can ' t  stay , 
have tuh go . 

Ah know yo ' kin take - i f  yo ' wan ' anythin ' tuh work roun ' a home an ' it don ' t  
work tuh suit yo ' ,  why all yo ' gotta do i s  tuh git a green stick,  a green hick ' ry 
stick or any kinda stick yo ' want ; an ' stand it up an ' name it de person who yo '  
wanta do yore harm tub , an' hit dat stick a lick , nine licks evah day fo ' nine 
days . In de end of nine days why yo ' kin handle dat person lak yo ' handle dat 
stick . When da t stick dry, why it will draw dat person tuh yo ' ,  an ' yo ' kin 
handle da t person lak yo ' handle dat stick. 

Dere several thin ' s yo ' kin do wit graveyard dirt . Yo ' kin take graveyard 
dirt - it depends upon how yo '  git it . 

Yo ' go tuh a graveyard at twelve a ' clock at night an ' carry three pennies , or 
as many pennies as yo ' wanta carry , an ' stick yore han ' right down in de middle 
of dat grave . An '  when yo ' stick yore han ' down in dere befo ' yo ' git da t dirt , 
say , "Ah 'm paiin' fo' vhut ah git an ' ah want yo ' tuh conkah , be a ma stah of  So
an ' -so-an ' -so .  Ah 1111n 1  chew tuh do so-an ' -so fo ' me" - j es '  whatsomevah yo ' want 
it tuh do fo 1 yo ' , yo '  know. See de idea? An ' yo ' git it out an ' bring it out , 
an ' yo ' kin take dat graveyard dirt an ' name it . Aftah yo ' git it out , name it 
de person vbo yo' vanta work on wit dat graveyard dirt - name de person wit it . 
Take it an' put it in a li ' le sack an ' put it  up in a dry place , an ' in nine days 
anythin ' dat yo ' want dat  per son tuh do , dey ' ll do it - don ' t  care whut it is . 

Ah know of folkaes buryin ' woman ' s periods in de graveyard . Da t will s top 
dere periods on ' a.  - dere periods will nevah come on ' em . I t  will run ' em  crazy 
by buryin ' 1 em in de graveyard , dey periods . 

But dey go tub de grave tuh a certa in side of de grave , at de right-han ' side , 
an ' when yo 1 bury it den yo ' wanta tell whu t yo ' bury in ' 1 "Ah ' m bur yin ' dis woman . 
Ah don ' t  want 1 er tub evah come ' live any mo ' • " Gi t de idea . Well , yo ' see WHEN 
A WOMAN ' S PERIODS OFF HER , DEN SHE JES ' DE SAME AS A DEAD WOMAN . Don ' yo ' git  de 
idea , in a way? Well , yo ' do dat an ' d ig a hole down dere an ' bury , an ' say yo ' 
buryin ' dat tuh nevah come ' live no mo ' .  An ' s ' long [ so long ] as  dat stay dere , 
dat woman , dere ' s nuthin tuh ' er .  

Dey calls evah ' body who ' s  roun ' in de settlement , an ' de man - evah ' body put 
dere han ' on him [ the corpse]  - an ' de man who done de kill in ' , if he put de han ' 
on dere , it ' ll [ the corpse will ] bleed - de blood will come out . Yessuh . Don ' t  
care who it  is dat kill a person, if he ' s  round . 

Take dat body an ' bury it on de face an ' it will bring dat per son [ the mur
derer ] back . 

Derers-Beveral thin ' s yo ' could do now . Jes ' lak if yo ' have a case in co ' t ,  
j es '  lak de ca se yo ' talkin ' ' bout , an ' ah wanted git out light an ' didn ' t want 
tuh [ do any time] . If ah could git de thin ' s ,  now . Yo ' see de trouble ' bout it , 
yo ' would have tuh have somebody tuh work it fo ' yo ' on de outside , don ' t  yo ' 
see . Now, yo ' couldn ' t  work it yo ' self , ' cuz yo ' s  in j a il . See de idea ? 

If yo ' kin j is '  git somebody tuh be roun ' anywhere where dat j edge spits an ' 
git some of  his spit , an ' gi t enough of ' is spit tuh make nine drops of spit , 
an ' put it on a white pocket han ' ke ' ch' ef .  An 1 whilst he up in de co ' thouse 
talkin 1 or whilst yo ' talkin ' , de person , where he got it on dat white pocket 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  j es '  put a little Hearts Co Zoqne on da t pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' 
j es '  wave dat pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef roun ' in de co 1 thouse an ' dat ' ll change hi s 
mind . Take his spit an ' change his mind . 
�it nine bra s s  pins an ' nine pennies an ' put dem in some Heart Co Zoqne , an ' 
let ' em  stay fo ' a hour or two hours , sompin lak dat .  An ' j es 1  take de money -
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j es '  lak yo ' want me tuh f ix yo ' a gambZin ' han ' - de money fo ' yo' in c--bl±n' . 
An '  take nine pieces of silvah from yo ' an ' put it in mah pocket vbere dat at , 
put it  in de sack where dat at , an ' let it s tay in dere roun ' about t�y �
utes . An ' take it out an' let de scent of dat cologne be  all ovah it good, an '  
take it out an ' go tuh a skin game an ' yo ' win evah time . AH ' VE WOR A MILLIOB[ ! ]  
DOLLARS WIT IT . Win evah time . 

(Do you keep those pennies in that sack too? ) 
Yessuh , dem pennies in dat sack . 
(You don ' t  do anything with them? ) 
No mo ' den po ' de Heart Co logne on ' em.  
Well , if  yo ' runnin ' a gamblin ' game an ' wanta keep de law away from your 

plac e ,  why yo ' kin go tuh work an ' git chew - go tuh de graveyard an ' git chev 
two level teaspoon fulla graveyard dirt . Pay fo ' it . Yo ' gotta pay fo ' it 1 pay 
de money an ' take it , at twelve a ' c lock at night . An ' bring it tuh yore home an' 
de day dat yo ' wanta sell yo ' stuff an ' ain ' t  lookin ' fo ' de law , all yo ' gotta 
do j es '  sprinkle from inside de house out tuh de do ' - j es '  sprinkle a li ' le of  
it  ' long . Den take yore broom an ' sweep it  an ' name de laws , " [ Name of policeman) 
stay out ! Don ' t come in heah l Ah don ' t  want chew roun ' me l Ah don ' t want DD 
devil roun ' me today . "  Sweep out an 1 say ,  11Go l �I ah don ' t  care if ah don ' t 
nevah see yo ' no mo ' . " An ' throw some table salt behin ' it an ' he ' ll nevah come 
in dere . If · he happen tuh come der e ,  he come tuh de do ' an ' say he heard dat yo ' 
vuz do in ' so-an ' -so , but he ' ll nevah come in . Dat salt an ' graveyard dirt  will 
change his mind , have his mind de othah way all de time . 

[Reading the cards or telling fortunes with them was once , perhaps still is , 
the mo s t  used method o f  diagnosis and divination in hoodoo (see p . 93 6 ,  l ine 30f . 
and many places ) . The following r ite reveals a thief and makes him restore the 
stolen obj ec t : ] 

A deck o f  cards . Ah take out nine o '  dem cards . Jes ' shuf f le ' em up an ' pull 
out nine o '  dem cards . An ' in dem nine cards - name ' em  while yo ' shuf f lin ' des 
cards an ' pull out nine o '  dem cards , an ' de man or de woman , or whosomevah it be 
dat stole - whatsomevah dey stole from yo ' - dey ' ll be in dem nine cards . An' 
vhen yo ' open dem cards out until yo ' git tuh dat queen or dat king or dat j ack, 
vby den dat ' ll be de per son . 

Den yo ' take dat [ card ] an ' go tuh yor e fiahplace an ' turn yore back tuh de 
fiah hearth an ' say , "Listen ,  ah wan ' chew tuh bring mah stuff whut yo ' stole 
from me back tuh me , an ' ah wan ' it back in de nex ' twenty-fa ' hour s . "  Says . 
"Ah ' m  gain ' lay yo ' up heah until yo ' bring it back . Yo ' bettah bring it back 
tuh me right at once . "  An ' take some ashes out de fiah hear th an ' sprinkle it 
on dat card , an ' put dat card on  de mantelpiece r ight ovah de fiah hearth, an '  
put sompin ovah it where no air can ' t  strike it . An ' it won '  be long ' fore dat 
person will come to de house.  If he don ' bring de money , he ' ll tell yo 1 he BOt 
it but he j es '  borrowed it , an ' he gain ' bring it back, or whatsomevah it is, 
he ' s  gain ' bring it back to yo ' .  

Yo ' kin take a pair o f  scissor s an ' name dem scissors dat person an' � 1£ 
in a cer tain place , any secret place . Ah ' d  put ' em in a secret place aa• � 
de sharp points j es '  de way yo ' think de person lives , an ' dat sbarp poia£ wi1l 
draw dat person . Whosomevah it is , it ' ll draw ' em back tuh yo' · 

Take a [ table] fo ' k  an ' go tuh a person ' s  house an ' go UDdah de �e of de 
bouse , an ' stick dat fo ' k  right straight down in de grouud UDdah de �dle of de 
house . An ' anything dat yo ' want dat per son tuh do , why dey 5G!P!lled tub do it 
s ' long [ as long ] as dat fo ' k  stick dere - sticks right uudah de aiddle of de 
bouse . 

[ In the preceding rite the "middle of the house" is vbere the two diagonals 
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of the four corners of the house cross ; the fork at this crossing creates a fifth 
point making a magic quincunx (see p . 710) . ]  

(What did tho se old-time people used to call that? ) 
Well , dat wuz a whirlwind . Well , some folks would say dat wuz de devil ,  an ' 

den some folks would say dat wuz a sign of dry weather . Den some folks would 
say it wuz a sign of rain. Whirlwinds . 

Den some folks would say da t wuz de devil do in ' diff ' ren thin ' s .  
Yo ' kin take a latta diff ' ren thin ' s an ' de devil ' ll come out it , but now de 

way some folks know it ah don ' t  know it . But de way ah know it , why yo ' kin take 
a shoe . Take a person right-futted [ footed]  shoe an ' carry it intuh a no ' th cor
nab of a house. An' yo ' kin call it [ some person] , rebuke dat person, den call 
de devil three times , an' turn yore back tuh de shoe an ' look ovah yore lef ' 
shouldah, an' de devil will be  standin ' up behin ' yo ' . Yo ' kin see de devil 
standin ' up behin' yo ' if yo ' look ovah yore lef ' shouldah . Yo ' kin do dat tub
night if yo ' wanta , look ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' yo ' see de devil standin ' 
up behin ' yuh. 

Ah 've done dat - ah ' ve made cross  ma ' ks [marks] tuh tie people up tuh keep ' em  
from goin'  or cOllin'  when ah wanted ' em  tuh stay heah , or don ' t go or come . Yo ' 
kin git in front of a person do ' an ' make a cross  ma ' k  an ' name dat ma ' k  dat per
�· If dat person is ' way from home , dat person is goin ' come back home . An ' 
if yo ' want dat person tuh go , yo ' turn yore back tuh de house an ' look off from 
de house an '  call dat person name when yo ' makin ' dat cross  ma ' k .  An ' dat person 
will leave hoae an' he can ' t come back home , until yo ' go git ' im  an ' bring ' im 
back home. 

(You mean you .ate that cross mark while you are looking the other way? )  
Yessuh,  when yo' lookin ' de othah way . An ' name dat person , call ' em,  call 

dat person name , "Come, " or , 1 1Go ahead on . 1 1 Dey kin come or go , eithah one:-
[ For preceding cross mark or an 1 1X1 1  on the ground , see pp . 254-255 , Nos . 754 , 

759 , 761 , 762 , aDd other places . ]  
All yo ' gotta do is take some table salt an ' start from de fiah hearth an ' 

j es '  sprinkle it along, j es '  yo ' ain ' t thinkin ' 'bout de person - [ I  mean] dey 
ain ' t  thinkin' 1bout yo ' or nuthin . Spr inkle it  right along out tuh de do ' .  Yo ' 
walk on out tuh de do ' an' sprinkle it right on out , an ' when dat person sweep 
dat house, he sweep ' is ownself outdo ' s .  When he sweep de last o f  dat table 
salt outdo ' s  he goin' move . He goin ' move - cain ' t stay dere , gotta move . 

Jes ' take a person' s hair an ' git a cup - take a cup an ' put dat hair in it 
an ' put a certain amount o f  watah tuh dat hair , an ' put salt on it fo ' nine days ,  
till dat watah git good an' salty on d e  side o f  dat cup , yo ' know . An ' ah don ' t  
care where dey go , if it ' s  a certain t ime of day , when dey ' ll take a spell an ' 
fall anywhere dey at - in de fiah or anywheres else . 

(That ' s  to give them falling spells ? )  
Yeah , fallin ' spells - DEY FALL in d e  fiah o r  anywheres else [ a t  a ]  CERTAIN 

TIME OF DAY . Dey ' ll fall anywhere as long as dat hair stay in dat salt . Dat 
person will have whut folks call fits - fall . 

[ For making a spell happen at a certain t ime , see TIME PSYCHOLOGICAL , pp . 350-
356 . ] 

Well , de o le-fashion cure whut ah know , o f  a person havin ' de fit s ,  yo ' pull 
o f f  dere clothes - have ' em put on some raggedy clo thes , an ' while he ' s  havin ' 
dat fit , pull off  dem clothes an ' throw ' em  r ight on de fiah . Dat will cure de 
fits . 

An ' den anothah thin ' o f  a person havin ' a fit . If dey havin ' a fit , if yo ' 
kin git tuh a bucket of cold watah an ' throw it on ' em , dat will cure a fit . Any 
kinda fit  a person have wit dat piz en [ •  poison • hoodoo poison ] - but dem fits 
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whut people put on people [ l ike preceding hair in salt water ] , pull de clo thes 
off an ' throw ' em  back on de f iah . Dat ' ll cure de f it s . 

(That is if somebody put a spell on them? ) 
Throw de  clothes on de f iah an ' burn ' em . 
If  a person interfere  wit choo an ' yo ' wanta git r id of  dat person, yo' ID an' 

git a twine string an ' t ie nine knot s  in it an ' bury it undah de do ' step .  AD' 
long as dat str ing stay undah dat do ' step wit dem nine knots in dere , dat per80D 
can ' t worry yo ' no mo ' .  Well , he even pass by an ' won ' even speak tuh yo ' . 

[THE PRECED ING RITE I S  OBVIOUSLY INCOMPLETE AND INDEFINITE . NOW COMBS THE 
DELAYED EXPLANATION SO FREQUENT IN INTERVIEWS : ] 

(You bury that under your own doorstep ? ) 
Yes , undah yo ' own do ' step - j es '  undah yore own do ' step . Jes ' lak if a per

son comin ' heah t�h yore house an ' dey intahfer in '  wit choo all de time . All yo ' 
gotta do is tuh take dat string an ' name ' em - name it dat person when yo '  t ie 
dem [nine ] knot s  in dere . An ' bury it undah yore do ' step an ' dat per son will 
;ah intahfere wit choo no mo ' • 

Took gunshell an ' taken de shot out an ' put powdahs in dere - put sulphur in 
dere an ' shoot it fo ' pertec tion roun ' mah home . Dat ' s  good fo ' per tection roun ' 
yore home , too . Jes ' lak if anybody intahferin ' wit yuh roun ' yore home an ' yo ' s  
tryin ' tuh make a livin ' , an ' somebody come an ' intahfere wit yo ' .  All yo ' gotta 
do is take a shell an ' take de shots out , an ' put some sulphur in it an ' shoot it 
roun ' yor e home , an ' ' slang [as long ] as  dat scent of  dat sulphur roun ' der e ,  no
body can ' t come dere an ' bothah yuh. Keeps evahbody ' way from dere . 

Oh , yo ' kin take a black hen aig . Well , yo ' kin take not only a aig , yo ' kin 
take de  black of othah thin ' s - dere  dung . An ' yo ' kin take de  aig though , an '  
name dat aig ,  j es '  lak yo ' want sompin done tuh dey person , an ' yo ' take dat aig 
an ' name it by dat person . An ' take dat aig an ' hole it up an ' say, "Ah want so
an ' -so-an ' -so done to yo ' . " But name de a ig de person . Den ,  "Ah want so-an ' -so 
done tuh yo ' ,  In de Name of de  Lord . An ' ah want dis tuh happen right away . "  An' 
take dat aig an ' go roun ' de house nine times , an ' de last  time yo ' go roun ' de 
house ,  put dat aig r ight down by de pillah [ see comment later ] to de right-han ' 
[ front ] cornah of de house . Bury it down dere  an ' let it stay dere . An ' any
thin ' yo ' want tuh happen tuh a person , dat will happen tuh ' em . Don ' t care vbut 
yo ' name , it will happen tuh ' em .  

[ In the preceding r ite informant is talking about the small house known to 
him ,  built a foot or so off the ground and rest ing on four corner pos t s ; the 
latter called pi Z Zah (pillar ) here and on page 34 , line 2 2 ,  but b loak on page 128, 
line 28 f .  Ocassionally there was a f ifth post  in the center of the house (I have 
an example somewhere) , making a quincunx - see p . 710 . ] 

Yo ' kin take a cat hair an ' run a person crazy wit a cat hair . Take niDe baira 
of a cat an ' if yo ' heah - lak yo ' messin ' roun ' a per son food - j es '  lak yo ' .ate 
coffee an ' give ' em  a cup of coffee . Put a stran ' of dat hair - dat cat ba1r iD 
dat cup of cof f ee fo ' nine mawnin ' s  [one hair each morning ] an ' de D±nth ...aiD' 
yo ' put it in dere , why yo ' turn yore back tuh de table an ' tuh de cup of coffee 
an ' say , "Go I Go ! Ah hope ah nevah see yo ' no mo ' • " 

Put dat stran ' of hair in ' is coffee fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' de D±nth ...aiD' 
den yo ' kin j es '  say , "Well" - name de  per son whatsomevah de person :la, j ea '  aa.e 
' em  - an ' say , "Yo go ! Go ! "  Says , "Ah don ' t wanta see yo'  DO .a1 • Ah'a ti. 'ed-a 
[ t ired of ] havin ' trouble wit choo an ' ah don ' t wanta have DO ., •  txouble �t 

.£.!ll!!:!.• " An ' turn yore back . In nine days aftah yo 1 put dat bair iD dere, 1D. Dine 
days , j es '  whatsomevah yo ' wanta happen tuh dat person v11l happeD tah ' ea .  Don ' t  
care whut it is , it will happen tuh ' em .  

Dey take de milk from a dog or a beast  when dey got puppies . Yo ' take huh 
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milk . An ' j es '  lak yore wife is runnin ' roun ' , or yo ' a woman an ' yore husban ' 
is runnin ' , yo ' kin take dat_ milk an ' wet a clo th wit it an ' wipe ' em  nine t imes 
wit dat milk . An ' ah don ' care who dey go wit or where dey at 1 yo ' wipe ' em  nine 
t imes . If  dey gain '  have anythin ' tuh do wit anybody else , yo ' would know it . 
If dey have any connection wit any othah woman or man 1 yo ' ll know it . 

(How will you know it? )  
Why dey ' 11 sit hung up . 
(How do you mean, wipe them nine times? ) 
Jes ' take de rag an ' wet it - j es '  lak when yo ' have a connection in de baid 

or sompin lak dat yo ' know. Jes ' take it an ' wipe ' em  nine times - a  bran ' -new 
pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef - j ea '  wipe ' em  nine times an ' take dat an ' put it intuh a 
dry place . Ah don' t care where dey go . 

[Among the many rites of this type - see under IMPOTENCE - dog milk is new . ] 
Take a dog blood , nine drops of  a dog ' s blood , an ' j es '  put it on a rag an ' 

rub a man wit it, or a woman ,  eithah one, an ' when dey go tuh have connection 
wit anybody, dey git hung up . 

Dey tear up a �e wit a owl ' s  nest . Ah ' ve heard dat dey tear up a home wit 
a owl ' s  neat . Tear up folks ' home wit a owl ' s  nest  by takin ' de nest an ' puttin '  
it undah d e  front steps . I t  will make a person move out de house by takin ' a 
owl ' s  neat an' put it undah de front steps . Let it stay undah dere fo ' nine days . 
An ' den take it off from de front steps an ' carry it round to de back , an ' � 
de person as yo' aoin' round tuh de back , an ' pitch it undah de back steps . In 
nine days aftah yo '  place it undah de back step s ,  dey ' ll move out de house . Don ' t  
care if it ' s  dey ovn home , dey ' ll go . 

A woman, she kin go tuh de market an ' g it a piece o f  steak an ' tie it on her
self an ' wear it , den g ive it tuh ' er husban ' an ' dat ' ll make him g ive her evah 
dime he evah made. Dat ' ll make him go home an ' nevah go nowhere but home . 

A woman kin take an ' wash ' er feets good an ' take de dead skin on ' er feet an ' 
powdah it up , an ' .ake a powdah out of  it an ' put it intuh a man ' s  food 1 or intuh 
anybody ' a  food , an ' dat will make ' em  love ' em,  or make ' em  do anythin ' yo ' wan ' 
' em  tuh do wit it . Put it  in anybody food - put it in a man or a woman , anybody's 
food . 

Den dey kin take it an ' dry it 1 powdah it up an ' make a powdah out o f  it 1 an ' 
j es '  lak yo ' would be home an ' yo ' an ' ' im gain '  on affairs , sompin lak dat 1 an ' 
dey want chew tuh love ' em .  Dey could take it an ' saturate chure room wit it -
j es '  throw it ovah yo '  an ' yo ' no t notic in '  nuthin-lak . An ' yo ' drawn r ight tuh 
' em  an ' be  one de bea ' frien ' s yo ' got . 

Dese rattlesnake buttons yo ' dig up out de woods , yo ' kin do a whole lo t wit 
dem . Now , yo ' kin take a rattlesnake button - de weed whut grows . Ah don ' t know 
' bout de [animal ] rattlesnake but ton ,  but de weed whut grows [rattlesnake master , 
genus LiatPis ,  called button snakeroot , see bracket on p . 46 9 1 lines 34-3 6 . ]  Take 
dat an ' yo ' kin bring a person undah yore command tuh do thin ' s yo ' want ' em  tuh 
do . An ' if he don ' t  wanta do it 1 why yo ' kin take dat an ' name it . Name it by 
dat person an ' weah it in yore pocket an ' it dry up in yore  pocket . Yo ' let it 
dry up in yore pocket till it git  hard 1 dat person will be de bes ' friend yo ' got 
on earth .  

D e  scorpion haids use fo ' killin ' people . Take de scorpion haid an ' dry ' em  
an ' mash ' em  up tuh a dust 1 make a dust out o f  i t 1 an ' put it in folkses food an ' 
it will kill ' em . Ah ' ve heard o f  dat . Ah ' ve seen one or two cases of  dat . 

Well , now , j es '  lak a woman an ' ' er ' usban ' don ' wan ' any intahference in de 
home , an ' dey cain ' t  - cain ' t  g it ' long in de home , she ' ll g it nine straws out 
de broom an ' she ' ll name dem straws , an ' she ' ll take dem straws . 

(What will she name those straws? )  
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Well , she ' ll name ' em  by ' er ' usban ' , j es '  whut somevah ' er ' uaban ' � 
she ' ll name ' em  fo ' ' uh ' usban ' . An ' she ' ll take dem straws den an ' she ' ll  pu� 
' a.  intuh huh chambeP lye , have sompin where she kin put ' em  in huh chamber lJe 1 
an1 let it stay in dere fo ' nine days . An ' den she ' ll take dem atrawa ou� an' 
•x , "Now , ah worked on dese fo ' yuh , tub conkah yuh , tub br ing yuh u:odah � 
�n ' • Yo ' mus '  come undah mah comman ' 1 when yo ' be home yo ' go tta be UDIIah 
.all comman ' • 11 Den she could take dem straws den an ' put 1 em up ovah de do • where 
1� will stay dry . An ' long as dem straws stay up ovah dat do ' ,  she kin rule da� 
.an j es '  any way she wanta rule ' im . 

Git nine pins an ' put ' em  in HeaPt Cologne an ' let ' em  stay dere unt il dey 11� 
[soak] good - say , let ' em  stay fo ' or five hours in dat HeaPt Cologne . Den take 
' a.  an ' wrop ' em - up where no air cain ' t git at ' em ,  an ' carry ' em  j es '  where yo ' 
want da t j ob at , an ' where - j es '  lak da t man be roun ' dere all de t ime in dere , 
EOUD1 in dat place where yo ' want dat j ob . Jes ' s t ick dem nine p ins r ight in 
dere an ' t ell dem nine pins whut chew want , dat yo ' want ' em  tub he ' p yo '  git a 
job . "Ah want chew tub look out fo ' me . "  An ' dem nine p ins will look out fo ' 
yo ' , dey ' ll he ' p  yo ' git a j ob . Yo ' ll git a j ob ,  too . 

All a woman have tub do when she have connec tion wit dat man , git a bran ' -new 
wbite pocket han ' ke ' ch ' f  an ' wipe him nine times an ' t ie nine knot s  in dat , an ' 
put hit undah de do ' steps , an ' he can ' t  have nuthin tub do wit no othah woman 
but ' er .  

Well , he kin go tub work if he kin git a chance at ' er ,  an ' git nine stran ' s  
of hair o f f  ' er down heah . 

(Of f  her private? ) 
Yessuh . Take dem nine stran ' s  o f  hair an ' put nine drops of HeaPt Cologne on 

�. an ' weah dat r ight on ' im  dere , an ' in nine days his nature will be back re
gardles s tub where she keep it . 

(Where does he wear tha t ? ) 
Right roun ' ' is wais ' .  An ' let dat b e  in a lit t le sack an ' let it fit right 

ovah - down heah lak dat , right neah tub ' is pr ivate .  Dat bring ' is natuPe back 
to him . 

If yo ' want good luck an ' cain ' t git it - if yo ' wantin ' it , a p er son kin go 
tub work tub make-a luck . Go in de swamp an ' go tub a elm tree , an ' dig a roo t 
off de east side o f  a elm tree , an ' name it whilst diggin ' dat roo t , an ' t ell it 
vhut chew diggin ' dat roo t fo ' ,  an ' br ing it home an ' dry it . Den ,  af tah yo ' dry 
it , den burn dat root , an ' take de dust of dat root an ' saturate [ sprinkle] yore 
room fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' de ninth mawnin ' ,  if der e ' s  anybody whosomevah done 
anythin ' tub yo ' , all yo ' d  have tub do de ninth mawnin ' - yo ' have tub do - �  
out on yore front po ' ch an ' set down . An ' dat per son whu t done dat devila�-:tib 
yo ' will come tub yuh - de ninth mawnin ' 1 will come tub yuh . All yo ' gotta do is 
name it whilst yo ' dryin ' it an ' fixin ' it . De ninth mawnin ' yo ' set on yore 
po ' ch ,  dat per son come tub yuh . 

De way ah git it about ketchin ' a hag , yo '  takes a bo t t le an ' put n1De peppah 
seed s in it - take de bo t t le an ' put nine peppah seed s in it an ' pu� aboa� �ee 
or fo ' teaspoonful of chambeP lye in it . An ' j es '  lak yo ' got a idea wbo de baa 
is or whut de hag is , den yo ' say , "Ah 'm put t in '  dis heah tub ke�ch 10 ' In de 
Name of de LoPd. Ah ' m  ti ' ed [ t ir ed ]  o f  yo ' worryin ' me . "  An' yo '  pa� 1� a� de 
keyhole o f  de do ' on a chair , an ' when he come in dere he ' ll shore 10 � da� 
bo t t le evah t ime . Dat peppah will draw ' im  intuh dat bo t t le - he can1� leave 
dat bottle . 

(What would he look like? ) 
Look lak a l i ' le p iece of meat - li ' le piec e o f  red .eat . 
(Wha t do you do if you catch him? ) 
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Oh!  Well , if yo ' ketch ' im, why - ah nevah caught any but ah hear folkses 
�· tell me dat dey way yo ' ketch ' im . 

A Sloan Linament , turpentine an ' sweet milk [ 3  ingredients ] fo ' hoodoo WoPk . 
Jes ' lak if a person put dawn anythin ' an ' yo ' git on it , step on it , or git onto 
anythin ' - ' cuz ah took a needle out mah foot dat way , wit Sloan Linament , tur
pentine an ' sweet milk. Took a needle out mah foot wit one lak dat . Ah walked 
in dat gate one mawnin ' an ' a needle [ someone put down for her ] about dat long 
s tuck right in bottom of mah foo t . An ' ah went tuh a man [ hoodOo man or hea leP ) 
an ' he go t Sloan Linament an ' turpentine an ' sweet milk , an ' rubbed till he rub
b ed dat needle out . Dat needle wuz evah b it of dat long . 

"GIT MAH MIN ' ON YO " '  

LAK AH GIT TUH THINKIN ' ABOU ' CHOO 
IF AH KNEW YO 'D KNOW 

JES ' GIT MAH MIN ' ON YO ' 
AN '  LET MAH MIN ' GIT OFFA EVAHTHIN ' ELSE 
AN '  PUT MAH MIN ' ON YO ' AN ' JES ' CALL YO ' 

IT WOULDN 'T BE LONG BEFO ' YO 'D COME 

IF YO ' KILLED A MAN AN ' YO ' WERE TRYIN ' TUH GIT A WAY AN ' 
YO ' GO BY A OAK SAPLIN ' - SPLIT DAT SAPLIN ' 

IP IT 'S JES ' A LI 'LE BUSH AN ' YO ' WALK [CRA WL ]  BETWEEN DAT 
AR '  DEN DE LA W CAN 'T KETCH YO ' - YO ' GIT ON A WAY 

AR' DEN AH HEARD DAT DE BLACK COW 'S MILK WUZ GOOD FO ' 
I«JS ' ANY KIN 'A "PIZEN" [POISON) IN DE MONTH OF MAY 

MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE 

[The title of this interview from informant ' s  words , GIT MAH MIN ' ON YO ' �  
could b e  applied t o  any informant in HOODOO , all  of  them believing in  the control 
of ano ther person' s mind by the transference of thought . Though all these people 
talk about the concentration of the mind , actually they depend upon magic rites . 
Hoodoo is  no t a society for the scient if ic study of mental telepathy . Our t itle 
reminds me o f  ZORRD - THE MENTALIST (see interview, p . ll58f . ) . He , however , tried 
to be diffePent by introducing a few modern ideas into his wo�k . Present inform
ant , 1528 , marked excellent , appeared on cylinders D44 : 1-D4 8 : 15 = 2727-2731 . ]  

Well , ah would go tuh de graveyard an ' ah would go der e  at nine a ' clock an ' at 
twelve a ' clock an ' at three a ' clock - eithah one do se hours , nine , three or 
twelve - an ' ah ' d  git de  graveyard dust an ' ah ' d  come at nine , three or twelve 
an ' sprinkle it aroun ' de house . Dat would cer tainly make dem move , so ah ' ve 
heard . 

(That is  in the nightt ime or daytime , those hour s ,  or doesn ' t it make any 
difference? ) 

At night . 
Well , ah heard dat yo ' could go behin ' ' em an ' git de  right-foo t ttack in de 

centah of de  foo t ,  an ' pick it up an ' bring it tuh yo ' ,  an ' put it in a piece of 
papah an ' carry it tuh runnin ' watah at odd numbahs - j es '  lak seven, nine , some-
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thin ' lak dat yo ' know - a ' clock , an ' throw it in runnin ' watah . Dey would leave . 
(Do you throw it into the running water any particular way? ) 
No , yo ' throw it ovah yore r ight shouldah an ' yo ' don ' t look back . 
Yo '  git de hair of  yore haid , right dere in d e  centah of de ha id ,  an ' put it 

in a bo ttle an ' put some chamber lye in dere wit it . Stop it up an ' go tuh a 
stump an ' stick de bo ttle in a hole in d e  stump wit de mouth in . Well , dey go 
crazy . 

(Stick the bottle upside down in that hole down in the stump? ) 
Yes . 
Tuh make a person fellah yo ' ,  yo ' git dat hair an ' yo ' burn it , den yo ' put it 

in yore pocket af tah burnin ' an ' weah it . A man would put it in ' is lef ' pocket 
an ' a woman would put it anywhere on ' er .  

(Take some o f  the hair out o f  the mole o f  the head . )  
Ah heard dat yo ' could shave de hair from undah yore arms an ' den o thah places. 
(Down below? ) 
Yessuh . Dat would make ' em love yo ' .  
(How would they handle that? ) 
Well , dey could j es '  shave dat from undah de arms , an ' j es '  a li ' le from o thah 

places , an ' den parch it till it be ' s  ashes , an ' den put it in anythin ' dat dat 
person eats ,  an ' dey nevah will fo ' git chew . Dat ' s  whut ah heard o f  dat dere . 

Well , yo ' kin take de bottom of yore feet an ' scrape it tuh yo ' .  Wash yore 
feet real clean an ' git all de surface dirt off dere , an ' wash yore feet real 
c1ean an ' den scrape de dead skin tuh yo ' .  

(How do you mean , from the toe to the heel or the heel to the toe? ) 
From de toe tuh de heel , dat ' s  tuh yo ' .  An ' when yo ' git dat tuhgethah, yo ' 

&it de fingahnails an ' de toenails .  An ' yo ' parch all dem tuhgethah . An ' when 
JO' parch ' em dey become tuh ashes , an ' yo ' put dat in whi skey , watah or anythin ' 
dat chew could . Dat will make a person fellah yo ' an ' love yo ' .  Dat ' s  rea l .  

Dey claim dat if yo ' put d a t  i n  der e ,  it will make yo ' love ' em . Put dat 
chamber lye in dere . 

(Put it in what? ) 
In anythin ' tuh eat , dat will change de person . If dey are mean, yo ' know 

bave a mean dispo sition , why dat makes ' em humble . 
Ah heard if a man wuz goin ' tuh leave yo ' ,  yo ' git ' is r ight-foot sock an ' 

aae dat he ' s  worn , an ' start at  de toe an ' roll it tuh yo ' tuh de end , an ' take 
�� an '  bury it undah yore steps , an ' .  he won ' t  nevah leave while dat sock' s dere . 
--� if yo ' move , why yo ' move de sock. 

If he went away , why yo ' git a fresh laid hen aig , a fresh aig , an ' yo ' write 
� name roun ' dat aig three times . An ' den yo ' bury dat aig undah yore steps 
� de sharp point do'I.IJn an ' he will come back . 

(you do this after he has gone away . )  
Yo ' kin go tuh de sto ' an ' git some aigs , lak dere someone in heah dat chew 

..ata make [aZ Z  out - a man or  woman fa Z Z  out . Yo '  j es '  git three alga an' jea'  
tD88 ' em  u p  on  de bed , j es '  throw ' em on d e  bed where d ey sleep at , s it dere an ' 
talk awhile , an ' when yo ' git ready tuh go , carry de aigs on wit yo ' . An' dey'll 
..We a fight befo ' night . 

(Well , they ' ll see tho se eggs , won' t they? ) 
Yes , but dey j es '  think yo ' come from d e  sto ' , j es '  lak yo ' ca.in' in .  
(You have them i n  a sack o r  something o f  that sort ? ) 

Yessuh, anythin ' .  Come in , yo ' know, lak yo ' vis itin ' ,  tell ' ea  bello, an ' 
� down an ' throw yore belongin ' s  on de bed - throw de all• on de bed, three 
..... 

Vell, ah always heard dat a shoe wuz good luck tub burn in pre hoaae - ole 
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shoes on Friday . Burn ole shoes on Friday . 
An ' den tuh make a man stay at  home , yo ' git ' is r ight-foot shoe an ' carry it 

undah de house , an ' take a bran ' -new nail an ' nail d e  shoe up undah de house -
nail it up undah de house an ' he will stay dere den . 

(You nail it up under the house any place? ) 
Yes , up undah de room where she stayin ' . 
Ah heard dat chew take dat pitchure an ' put it in chamber lye an ' let i t  stay 

in dere fo ' ty-eight hours an ' take an ' bury it wit de face down , an ' when all 
yore likeness away yore person will die . 

(That will kill them? ) 
Yes . 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  underweah an ' j es '  bundle i t  up , bury it , an ' as dat 

fade away , why dey ' ll fade away . 
(That kills them? ) 
Yessuh. 
Yo ' git three hairs outa yo ' self down heah an ' put dem inside a man ' s hat in 

de band - in d e  sweatband an ' j es '  lay ' em  down , an ' he ' ll j es '  be crazy ' bout 
chew. 

Yo ' take some of yore undahweahs an ' j es '  spread it ovah de haid of d e  baid 
j es '  where she sleep at - j es '  toss it ovah dere on de haid o f  d e  baid , an ' she 
won ' t wake up . 

Yo ' git chew some Red Devil Lye an ' a tablespoonful of sugah an ' a tablespoon
ful of salt , an ' start at  de back room .  If it wuz a house lak dis , j es '  start at 
de back� mop all de way through - put chamber lye in dat an ' watah an ' mop all 
d e  way through. An' as yo ' come through,  evah room yo ' git tuh , yo ' repea t  d e  
Lord ' s Prayer . When yo ' git tuh de end , scrub de po ' ch off an ' j es '  throw it on 
out in de street - de watah. Dat ' ll b ring luck tuh yor e  house , if yo ' run a 
roomin ' house or a transient house [ house for a night ] - dat will bring trade . 
Dat ' s  good luck all de way round tuh yore  house . 

Lye is de bes ' thin ' tuh kill out anythin ' dat put s bad luck,  but chew git de 
red peppah [ that is] cayenne p eppah an ' salt an ' chambah lye [ 3 ingredients] , an ' 
sprinkle it all roun ' yore house . Dat will kill anythin ' anybody ' s  put down. 
[ Bad Zuck and anything • • •  put down are two different problems . ]  

Take a ole shoe an ' git  a red onion an ' some sulphur , an ' put it in dat shoe 
an ' burn it  an 1 de law won ' t bothah yo ' .  

(Do you burn it at any special time or anything of that sor t ? ) 
Jes ' as incense . Yo ' burn incense j es '  fo ' luck,  j es '  tuh bring in trade . 

But dat sho e an ' onion is suppo sed tuh keep de law away . 
When yo ' f irs ' move in a house , yo ' git a bran ' -new box o f  salt an ' a loaf of 

bread . Bring de salt in f irst  an ' f ix de bread an ' nail it ovah de kitchen do ' .  
Den yo ' ll always have bread in yore house . 

If yo ' f in '  him daid , den yo ' git a fresh-laid aig an ' put it in ' is han ' , an ' 
de person dat killed ' im  could not go away . Ah ' ve seen dat tried . 

Ah ' ve heard how tuh give ' em  bad luck when somebody ' s  winnin ' yore money - if 
somebody is awful lucky in a game an ' yo ' wanta change dere  luck . Yo ' j es '  gi� 
chew some table � an ' put a li ' le bit - go ovah by dat person an ' sprinkle it 
on d ere , d er e  luck will change r ight dere . 

Take dis red pod peppah - j es '  dis long pod peppah . A person dat ' s  gamblin ' 
an ' dey have some surplus money in dere pocket , put dat pod peppah in dere an ' 
keep it in der e ,  an ' den when d e  peppah g i t  ' mongst de money , why yore  luck will 
come . Yo ' s ' posed tuh keep peppah in yore  pocket . 
�o ' s ' pposed tuh put peppah in dat shoe an ' dat is s ' po sed tuh keep anybody 
from doin ' anythin ' tuh ' em . Keep dat red peppah in dere sho e .  
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If yo ' killed a man an ' yo ' were tryin ' tub git away , an ' yo ' go by a oak 
saplin ' . Split dat saplin ' , dat oak saplin ' . Sp lit  de oak saplin ' - j es '  spl it , 
if it ' s  j es '  a li ' le bush, an ' yo ' walk between dat an ' den de law can ' t ketch 
yo ' - yo ' git on away • • •  

[The preceding three separated periods • • • indicate that informan� .ade a 
long pause or I was too quick turning off machine . Sometimes I ask info�� � 
repeat , o ther t imes I repeat his or her final words as  I now do : ]  

{Af ter you walk through it , you are supposed to put it  t ogether again . )  
[ The split-tree r ite in cures and fugitive r ites I found rare . ]  
People in de medicine line , see , dey use de fig leaves fo ' de asthma - de 

doatoPs yo ' see , dey use dat fo ' de asthma . 
An 1 den grapevine , yo ' smoke dat fo ' de asthma . 
An ' red oak vine , yo ' use dat fo ' de dysent ' ry - red oak vine . 
Dis othah thin ' called goofah dust is devil 's  snuff [ from devil ' s-snuffbox • 

a puffball ] , an ' yo ' kin cook [ ? ]  dat [ puffball or mushroom] . 
An ' den fo ' goofah dust yo ' git snake dus t  - have a snake dried , an ' put it 

intuh a per son ' s  hat ,  an ' when de sweat , well , it ' s  natchal [ na tural ] when de 
sweat run on down , it  put chur e eyes out . 

(They call that goofeP dust , too ? )  
Yes sub . 
Dat ' s  tub be  lucky , dat ' s  fo ' a person dat ' s  a-spo ' t in ' , she uses HeaPts 

PePfume. Dat ' s  s ' po sed tub be  lucky . 
Ah always heard dat wuz de devil in de whirlwin ' , an ' if yo ' sit in dat whirl

win ' , dat chew ' ll certainly have a fuss  wit anybody . If yo ' git any of dat dirt 
outa dat whirlwin ' ,  why yo ' kin break peace at a person ' s  home wit it - outa de 
whirlwin ' .  Jes ' pick up some of  de dir t  outa de whirlwin ' an ' carry it an ' throw 
it aroun ' in somebody ' s  home . Dat will cause confusion in de home . 

Yo ' could git  a bran ' -new file dat ' s  nevah been used , a small file ' bout dat 
long , ah reckon it ' s  about fo ' or five inches . An ' write de per son ' s  name dat 
chew want tub control an ' wrap it aroun ' dat file wit de po int down . Make a hole 
an ' put dat file down in dere , an ' say de name aftah it , an ' covah it up , an ' yo ' 
kin control dat per son . 

If a person s teals sompin from yo ' an ' yo ' wanta know who it is . If yo ' have 
any idea , yo ' have tub have some kin 1a idea who it wuz , an ' yo ' git chure min ' on 
dat person an ' yo ' write his name , an ' put it  undah yore pillah an ' goes tub 
sleep . An ' j es '  put chure min ' on dat per son , j es '  put chure min ' on ' em, an ' 
if he ' s  taken it , why he ' ll come tub yo ' an ' given it up . If yo ' kin git a per
son ' s min ' - yo ' know, j es '  git chure min ' on dem . 

An ' den yo ' kin call a person lak dat . Now, lak ah git tub thinkin ' abou ' 
chew , if ah knew yo ' d  know, j es '  git mah min ' on yo ' an ' let mah min ' git  offa 
evahthin ' else,  an ' put mah min ' on yo ' an ' j es '  call yo ' .  It wouldn ' t  be loug 
befo ' yo ' d  come . 

Dat ' s  de way dat chew could tell abou ' a person dat s teal anythin ' fraa yo ' 1  
if yo ' git chure min ' on dat person. But ah don ' t  know how tub git a person dat 
ah didn ' t have any idea dey did dat . 

Ah heard dat a person could name de knot in de bo ' d  [ board ] an' j es '  �ke a 
bran ' -new nail an ' nail it tub a tree an ' dat chew would die . Name it j es ' lak 
yore name an ' nail it tub de tree . 

'(You knock [ out ] this kno t on the wood [ board ] and then nail it to the tree? ) 
Yeah . Name it . 
Well , yo ' take two needles an ' two pins an ' 

per son, outa de coat or a dres s dat dey weah . 
� an '  take de needle an ' run it across , put 

yo ' git a piece of a cloth of  de 
An ' yo ' lay de piece of cloth 
a pin acroas 1 an1 take anothah 
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needle an ' lay it across , den take anothah pin an ' la� it across , an ' yo ' bury 
dat . Dat will make a person sick an ' dey will p ine away . De needles an ' p in 
;!:11 rus t ,  an ' as de cloth molt away , dat ' s  de way dey lif e  will molt . 

(You j ust take these four things , the two needles and two pins , in the form 
of a cross? ) [ In fact , a double cross ; and if spaces between , a tick-tack-toe 
design . ] 

Yessuh, an' lay it down an ' bury it . 
Ah 've heard of ' em  makin ' shots . Take a per son ' s  name an ' write it an ' put 

gunpowdah an ' sulphur in a bottle an ' carry it out at f ive a ' clock in de mawnin ' 
an ' shoot it of f .  An ' befo ' dat day is out dey will have ser ious trouble . 

(They put all that in a bot tle? ) 
Yo ' know, j es '  set it - put de ma tch down in dat bot tle an ' let it shoot . 
Well , yo ' git chew some black-eyed peas an ' evah month dat chew have lived in 

yore house , yo '  count yore peas . An ' yo ' go r ight undah de centah of de front 
porch , or de front room, whatevah it is , an ' lay d em  peas in [undah] de room, an ' 
call ' is name an' call yores , an ' he [ landlord ] won ' t  rent dat house .  When dose 
peas  sprout , why sompin will happen-tub dat house - he won 1 t  rent dat house .  Se� 
evah month dat yo ' been in da t house,  git de peas , de black-eyed peas an ' lay ' em  
in a row an' j es ' covah ' em  up wit d irt . [ C enter of porch or room makes this a 
quincunx . ]  

(You call the landlord ' s  name and then your own name . Just once? ) 
Yessuh. 
If yo ' wants ' im - if it ' s  a man away off a distance , why yo ' repea t de Lord ' s  

Pra er es' aftah sunrise fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' call dere name , an ' tell it lak, 
"Ah wanta see John , In de Name of de FatheP , e Son an ' e Holy Ghost , "  evah maw
nin ' fo ' nine mavnin ' s .  An ' on de tenth mawnin ' he ' s  s ' posed tuh come wherevah 
he is [you are] . 

Ah know bow yo ' kin keep yore dog at home . Yo ' ketch some hair outa d e  dog ' s  
tail an ' yo' bury it undah yore steps an ' de dog won ' t  leave home . 

Well , at twelve a ' clock at night yo ' git de cat an ' yo ' don ' t  say a word tuh 
nobody an '  yo' have yore watah boilin ' , an 1 throw de cat in alive an ' shet de pot 
�· An ' sit dere an ' repeat de Lord ' s  Prayer - pray anythin ' dat chew want tuh 
until all de meat git off de ea t ' s  bone , all de meat comes off d e  eat ' s  bone . 
Den yo ' have tub take each bone an ' rub it across yore mouth, an ' when yo '  git 
tuh de r ight bone , why dat bone will stick in yore mouth . Den yo ' know yo ' go t 
d e  bZaak aat ' s  bOne . But yo ' have tuh suck all de bones unt il yo ' git tuh de 
right bone . Dat ' s  de way ah always heard . 

(What do �ou mean , that bone will stick in your mouth? ) 
Dat bone , it won ' t  move , yo ' know, when yo ' pull it  across yore mouth . Yo ' 

kin move it but chew know it kinda - de thin 1 will stick.  
(Hard to move . )  
Wit dat bone yo ' kin conkah anythin ' ,  if yo ' have dat bZaak aat bone . De 

bZaak aat bone makes yo ' invisible . If yo ' have de bZaak aat bone why yo ' kin 
go in places dat chew cain ' t  git through . 

Yo! have dis John de Conkah Poot an ' when yo ' go intuh ' im  yo ' be chewin ' dis  
root , an ' yo ' j es '  spit a l i ' le all roun ' , an ' when yo ' go  in dere an ' when de 
j udge says somepin tuh yo ' , why [ informant makes spitting sound s ] yo ' chewin ' it . 
An •· whatevah it is , yo ' rely on dat John de Conkah Poot .  

A b eef gall , yo ' kin take beef gall an ' put it in whiskey an ' dat ' ll run a 
per son crazy . Beef gall an ' whiskey , j es '  two or three drops of  it an ' it make 
dem have f its - b eef gall an ' whiskey . [ This running am:ay or having fits is 
supposed to cure a drunkard . ]  

An ' den anothah thin ' if a man is drinkin ' whiskey, yo ' ketch a eel , fish-eel , 
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an' skin da t fish-eel an ' j es '  put a li ' le bit of it in saae vbiakey. Jea ' have 
tuh �ap a li ' le bit , an'  he nevah will lak whiskey no mo ' . 

Yo ' could git de turtle an ' let d e  turtle dry an' git de dust an' pat �t in 
aomethin ' fo ' him tub drink an' dat turtle will come alive inside of yo '  - li ' le 
turtles . 

Yo ' kin do de same thin ' wit frogs or a lizard or a snake - let de dust drJ 
an '  put it in somepin da t dey drink ,  not somepin dat ' s  goin ' tub be cooked , an '  
it will come alive in ' em . 

Well , if yo ' want comfort in de house , or if yo ' want peac e at home, yo ' &it 
de manure from a cow , dry manure ,  an ' put some sulphur an'  sugah in dere an ' � 
it in yore home - burn it right in yore home .  Yo ' won ' t  have no trouble wit de 
rent man or _nobody . 

Ant hill causes confusion . Well, yo ' take d e  d irt from a ant hill an'  put it 
in de fo ' cornahs of de house - not de ant s , j es '  de ant hill , put it in de fo ' 
cornahs of yore house . An ' wha t evah yo ' want done , say da t ,  say , 1 1Ah want John 
tub move In de Name of de Father., Son an ' de Holy Ghost ,  11 or , "Ah want John tuh 
&it sick, Name de Father., Son an '  Holy Ghost , 1 1  an ' sprinkle dat ant hill in de 
fo ' cornahs of de room. Dey move , d ey will all f ight an' move - j es '  cause 
confusion . 

Git de heart of  a bat an ' weah it in yore pocket an' yo ' ll be lucky samblin ' .  
Let dat heart dry an ' wrap it up in a li ' le piec e  of papah , an' yo ' always be  
lucky wit chure bat  heart in yore pocket . 

Well , it ' s  ' cordin ' tub whut kind yo ' git . Yo ' put whit e  lodestone in yore 
pocket , dat will bring yo ' exceedin '  good luck - whit e  lodestone . Yo ' ll have 
.uney but yo ' ll have tub put money wit it . Git a silvah dime an ' gr ind it up .  
Yo 1 know. Jes ' grate  it off an ' put dat silvah dime wit dat lodestone an ' put 
it in yore pocket . 

An '  den yo ' kin hold a person wit lodestone . Git some of dat hair an ' put 
aame lod estone wit it an ' dat will ho ld ' em  too . Dat ' s  whit e  lodestone.  

Dat black lodestone , why people uses dat fo ' luck.  Dey use it de same way 
but it ' s  not as strong a s  de whit e  lodestone . 

Yo ' take some quicksilvah , if a person ha s a well an ' yo ' want tub destroy dat 
well . Yo ' throw de quicksilvah in dat well an ' dat well will cave in . 

Yo ' kin ruin a spring wit quicksilvah . 
Halve a apple or orange , anythin ' fo ' a mans tub eat , an' put it undah yore 

aras, an ' den when de pusp erat ion [ perspiration] gits on it , why ah hand it tuh 
�tub ea t , an'  yo ' ll follah me j es '  lak a dog . 

People weah garlic in d er e  pocket fo ' luck.  De spo ' t in ' class of women put 
�lie in dere pocket fo ' luck.  Dey even chip up garlic when dey makin ' dia wash 
fo dere house . Dey put conc entrated lye , chamber lye an' cut up some l!rlic in 
�t an' put a tablespoonful of sugah an' a tablespoonful of � an '  mop wit �t. 
Dey put dat garlic in de wa tah . Da t makes de ·men come in . 

Ah heard dat if yo ' git a snail an ' ketch a man asleep , an' if yore .an � 
'-4 tub run aroun1 aftah women an ' all - yo ' j es '  want s tub stop ' t.  fro. er.ah 
'-vin' ' em  an ' all - yo ' j es ' git dat snail an' pull hisself out c� tao., � 
let dat snail rub on d e  ha id of it , an 1 he nevah will ra ise up no .a 1 • 

(For any o ther women . ) 
Yessuh , nevah will raise up . 
Yo ' ketch ' im  ' sleep an ' take a cord string an ' yo ' measure � pr�vate intuh 

[ap to ] 1 is atomic . Den yo ' tie three knot s  in it  an ' yo ' put it aroun ' yore 
waist an ' he ain ' t goin ' raise up fo ' nobody but chew. 

Lak if he been [i:x:ed by de snail, why he git 1 im SOlie salpbar an • .,.. aalt
petah an ' wash wit dat prac ' ly [ pract ically] ev ' y [every] -waiD' fo ' uiue 
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mawnin ' s  - ev ' ry mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  he goes in de east an ' he re
peats de Lord ' s  Prayer . An ' af tah he wash wit dat stuff , throw it in de ea�an ' 
say , "Lord , take dis away from me . "  Throw it in de east . 

Make a tea . Parch de hog hoof , an '  aftah yo ' parch it , yo ' put it in some 
watah an ' make a tea , an ' put some whiskey an ' sweeten it , an ' drink it . Dat ' s  
de bes ' thin ' in de worl ' fo ' pneumonia . 

Ah ' ve heard dat if yo '  wanta a person tuh leave yo ' ,  why yo ' git chew some 
peppah an ' put it on de stove an '  burn it , an ' j es '  git  anythin ' an ' whip it , 
"Ole davil , ah want chew tuh leave heah . " Jes ' whip it an ' if dey comin ' tuh de 
house while dat peppah ' s burnin ' ,  dey won ' t  come back no mo ' .  

An ' den tuh make a person leave ag ' in ,  yo ' git chew some salt  - j es '  lak yo ' 
had visitors an ' yo ' didn ' t want 1 em der e ,  yo ' didn ' t want ' em  evah tuh come back 
no mo ' .  Ah ' ve tried dis . Jes ' have yore han ' fulla salt an ' walk behin ' ' em  an ' 
when dey git tuh dat do ' ,  j es '  sprinkle dat salt on out . An ' git chew a broom 
an ' j es '  sweep , sweep on  out behin ' ' em,  on  down de steps , an ' talk tuh ' em  as  
dey go in '  o n  out , "Well , come back ag ' in" - j es '  sweepin ' on out . Dey nevah will 
come back dere no mo ' . 

Dey say dat if a person bite chew an ' yo ' git a black hen ' s manure an ' put it 
on dat place , why dere teeth will ro t out . 

Fish brine is awfully good fo ' swellin ' .  If yo ' swoled up anywhere , yo ' use 
de fish brine , why dat ' s  good . 

Bo il de cedah [cedar ] - j es '  boil it an ' git chew a handfulla dat bushes an ' 
bo il it , an ' take de watah an ' put de fish brine in it an ' bathe . Dat ' s  good fo ' 
de dropsy . Cedah is fine fo ' de dropsy . 

A watahmelon vine in de field , j es '  split de vine near de middle , j es '  split 
it de least bit , an ' put some soda in dat an ' let it  clo se back up . Dat will 
kill yuh , really . An ' a gourd will do de same thin ' . 

(If you put it in the gourd ? ) 
Yes , an ' den even . in a watahmelon vine . 
Yo ' goes an ' gits earthworms ,  i f  yo ' have de rheumatism - git earthworms an ' 

stew ' em  up an ' git de grease from de earthworms , an ' rub yo ' self good fo ' de 
rheumatism . 

Use de milk from a black cow , it ' s  good fo ' so ' [ sore]  eyes an ' it ' s  good fo ' 
so ' es .  

An ' den ah heard dat de black cow ' s milk in Maytime wuz good fo ' mo s '  any kida 
pizen [poison] in de month of May . An' her buttah in de month of May , May buttah 
an ' May milk , it ' s  good fo ' de so ' eyes , any kin ' of so ' es .  

[ The preceding black-cow milk , but not May milk , was used by the , f irst  doctor 
I interviewed ; he removing from his patient groun ' puppies an ' something looking 
like fish lice - see p . 93 8 , lines 43-52 . ]  

Dey j umped ovah de broom a long time ago , back in slav ' ry time . See , dat ' s  de 
only way de people had tuh marry den. Dey j umped ovah de broom - see , dey didn ' t  
have any license,  an ' dey j umped ovah de broom . Dat wu z  considered bein ' ma ' ied . 
[ For this rite , see also FACI 1st ed . ,  7 3 2 5 , p . 3 6 9 ; 2nd ed . ,  10193 , p . 465 . ] 

If yo ' ketch a person asleep , well yo ' kin git dere secrets . Ah reckon dat ' s  
ketchin ' dere spirit , too . Yo ' kin put a pan of watah or a cleah glas s of watah 
undah a person ' s  baid an ' ketch dere spirit . Den yo ' kin git chew a basin o f  
watah , cool watah an ' ketch a person asleep an ' put dere right han ' down in dere 
an ' dey ' ll tell yo ' evahthin ' dey done . 

Yo ' kin write his name . Take j es '  a piece o f  or ' nary [ordinary] writin'  papah 
an ' write his name seven times an ' write yores ' cro ss dat an ' fold it  tuh yo ' . 
See , j es '  fold it up in a small piece an ' put it in de bo t tom o f  yore shoe  an ' 
weah it , an ' he won ' t  run aroun ' nowhere t ill dat ' s  gone . 
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Git a red onion an ' write a person ' s name , an ' bo ' a hole � da£ � .. . 
stick dat name down in d e  onion , an ' carry it an ' put it uudah de eavea af de 
bouse , an ' dey ' ll leave from dere , if yo ' want ' em tub leave an '  DO£ D£9&b ca.e 
back . 

An '  den yo ' kin write dem a lettah , tell ' em whut chew want on  dat le££Ah. aa' 
ca ' y [ carry ] it tub runnin ' watah an ' j es '  throw it ovah yore lef ' should&h aa' 
don ' t evah look back , an '  tell ' em whut chew wan '  it  tub do , an ' dey ' ll keep OD 
de way dat lettah went down de stream. 

Yo ' kin take cleah watah an ' do a heap a thin ' s  wit it . Kin put cleah watah 
undah a person ' s baid an ' if dey don ' t know it ' s  undah dere , j es '  keep it undah 
dere an ' dey ' ll pine away - j es '  keep it undah dere . Ketch a person sick an' 
j es '  put some cleah watah undah dere evah mawnin ' an ' say de Lord ' s  Prayer , vbat
evah yo ' want tub tell ' em. 

Tub call a person ' s spirit , yo ' have tub have somebody tub he ' p yo ' .  Yo ' gits 
two people if yo ' wanta find out sompin from somebody . Jes ' about midnight git 
chew a fresh aig fo ' each person.  Now , dat ' s  two people . Now ,  dis is pa ' tic ' lab. 
Bo th of us git dis teakettle an ' we put it on de stove . Bo th of us put d e  wood 
in de stove ; bo th o f  us light de fiah ; both of us set de table , an ' we set fo ' 
chairs tub de table . We ' s  no t said a word de whole time we ' s  fixin ' dat aig . 
Both of  us git holt of de ladle an ' git de aig out de kettle . We take dat aig 
an ' we peel it . We cut it on fo ' part s  an ' ; we put da t aig ori each plate , a part 
on each plate an ' sit down , an ' whoevah dat chew call will come , if dere daid . 

( If they are dead . That brings the dead spirit . Then what do you do? ) 
Whatevah yo ' want tub tell ' em,  if yo ' go t nerve enough tub sit dere when dey 

come . Yo ' do dat at twelve a ' clock at night , begin . An ' all yo ' do , let it  be 
done befo ' one a ' clock - between twelve an ' one - let chure wife be present . But 
each person - j es '  d e  two o f  us . 

[The preceding rite is a dumb auppeP,  usually reserved for love-divination 
rites - see FACI 2nd ed . ,  9549-9584 , pp . 432-43 6 . ] 

Ah heard dat mockin ' b ird aigs would bring confusion . 
(What would you do with them? ) 
Well , dey bury de mockin ' b ird aigs undah yore steps . Take a mockin ' b ird aig 

an ' yo ' break a hole in it an ' yo ' bury de mockin ' bird aigs undah de steps . 
Well , if yo ' burn fo ' cornahs of de lettah an ' throw it in runnin ' watah , vhy 

dat person, why dey ' ll have bad luck . Or yo ' kin stop ' em from writin ' tub yo ' . 
Yo ' won '  heah from ' em any mo ' if yo ' burn de fo ' cornahs of  de lettah . �
times yo ' kin sen ' it back tuh ' em.  

Den ah ' ve heard o f  people gittin ' some goo[ah dust an ' puttin '  it in a lettah 
an ' sendin ' it tub de person . An ' when dey git dat lettah , dey ' ll go bliud . 

Oh yes , too , an ' ah ' ve heard dat it ' s  a root dat chew git called EVe� ·� 
POot an ' dey put dat Eve-an '-Adam Poot in a lettah - j es '  chip it up in a lettah 
an ' send it tub a person , an ' dat would make dem have a shaky han ' . 

Ah know whut chew kin do . Yo ' kin burn a person ' s name in a lamp an '  dey ' ll 
disappeah .  Jes ' write d e  name an ' put i t  in a lamp - j es '  put it  down iD de oil 
an ' burn it . Dey ' ll disappeah - yessir , dey ' ll j es '  go on off . 

Dey tell me dat if yo ' git de bone out of  a dead man ' s ,  a g&mblah' a baD' - git 
de bone out one o f  ' is fingahs on ' is right han ' , dat chew ' ll be lucky vit dice 
or  d e  cards . 

(How would you wear that bone? ) 
In yore pocket , j es '  put it in yore pocket . 
Well , now , when a woman is ministratin ' ,  yo ' git a-bolt of one of ' er pieces 

dat she use , on d e  new moon , an ' take a nail , a bran ' -nev aail , an •  go tub a tree, 
a hollah tree an ' nail it down in dat hollah an ' she won ' .In 1 strate any mo ' 
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she ' ll j es '  p ine away lak she has de T . B .  
(You mean that tree is j ust ro tten inside? That has a hole in it ? )  
Yes . 
An ' den yo ' kin take some of  dat blood an ' s top it up in a bottle an ' put ' er 

name in dat , an ' den do lak ah said about de othah bo ttle.  S t ick de ha id down in 
de hallah of  a tree an '  she ' ll pine away . 

On de new moon, put dat in cakes fo ' meal s .  
(That blood . What will that do ? )  
That will make ' em  love ' em an' be crazy about ' em .  
People say dey sto� dat up in a bottle an ' put chure name in dere an ' bury dat 

in de tree , an ' dat ' ll give yo ' locked bowel s .  
(Put this bowel right in the bot tle? ) 
Yes . 
Dey say dat dey go tuh de fo ' k  of de road at twelve a ' clock at night an ' stan ' 

right in de fo ' ks  o f  de road an ' £!!l, an ' i f  yo ' gonna be a good music ian , why 
a spirit will come dere an ' if yo ' kin stand de spirit , why den yo ' ll be a good 
music ian . At twelve a ' clock at night . 

If  yo ' re tricked yo ' git chew a bran ' -new silvah dime an ' put it undah yore 
tongue in yore mouth an ' keep it in dere f ive or ten minutes , an ' de silvah dime 
will turn black. If not ,  it j es '  come out as it wuz . 

(Did you ever hear of  them drawing a c ircle? ) 
[ I  was expect ing a treasure-hunting c ircle - see margin title MAGIC C IRCLE , 

p . l23 . ] 
Yessuh ,  an ' namin ' it , if yo ' go in ' cross  ovah it . Jes ' lak if ah see yo '  

comin ' an ' ah would j es '  take mah foo t an ' j es '  lak ah 'm playin ' ,  j es '  make a 
c ircle an ' name it , where yo ' goin ' walk ovah it . Now, yore l imb s will git sore 
an 1 yore laigs an ' yo ' cain ' t  walk good - somepin lak a stroke . 

Well , when de baby ' s eyes are sore,  yo ' know a newbo ' n  baby ' s  eyes , de mo thah 
j es '  takes de breast milk an ' milk it in de baby' s eyes . Dat ' s  one of de best 
thin ' s  in de vorl ' fo ' a sore- eyed baby , de breast milk . 

An ' den when de baby ha s de thrush , take one de baby ' s didd ies an ' wipe his 
mouth out . Dat cures de thrush . 

YOUNG "READER" 

(fiiJAP PERCENTAGE OF THE PEOPLE WULD YOU SAY 
BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN BE "TRICKED " OR HOODOOED 

WHAT PERCENTAGE WULD YOU SAY OF BOTH WHITE AND COLORED? )  
WELL DERE SOME PEOPLE DAT DON 'T BELIEVE DAT CHEW 
KTN PUT A SPELL ON 'EM AN ' SOME [ BELIEVE] YO ' KIN • • •  

IT 'S MO ' DEN HALF OF 'EM BELIEVE IT 
DEN DERE DO DAT DON 'T BELIEVE IN IT 

CUZ IN DE OLDEN DAYS PEOPLE DIDN 'T BELIEVE IN SECH AS DIS • • •  
BUT NOW IN DE WORLD YO ' KNOW IT 'S MO ' DE YOUNGAH RACE • • •  

SEE DEY UNDA HSTAN 'S MO '  ABOUT IT 
AN ' LOTS OF 'EM DO 'S MO ' DEN DEBE OLDAH PEOPLES 

BUT DE MAJORITY OF 'EM YEAHS AGO 
DEY DIDN 'T BELIEVE IN SECH AS DIS 

BUT MO ' DEN HALF OF 'EM BELIEVES IT NOW 

YO ' KIN DO WORK ON DE DA 'K OF DE MOON • • •  FO ' COLORED [PEOPLE ] • • •  
ON DE LIGHT OF DE MOON IF IT 'S A WHITE PERSON 
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A BRAN '-NEW PAIR OF SCISSORS AN ' HANG 'EM OVAH ¥ORE DO '  
IF DE PERSON [ WHO STOLE FROM YOU] COMES IN YORE HOUSE 

YO ' FIN ' OUT DEBE SCISSORS WILL DROP • • •  
AN ' IF DE PERSON DON ' LIVE ROUN ' DERE CLOSE • • •  

A SP IDAH [ WILL ] WRITE ON DEBE SCISSORS DERE NAME 
AN ' ADDRESS • • •  OF DIS PERSON WHUTEVAH STOLE DIS HEAH 

MEMPHIS ,  TENNESSEE 

2179  

[This is  the young woman in Memphis who came in without saying a word , pulled 
out a deck of cards , ran a few of them on my interviewing table , and began to 
tell my fortune . Meanwhile , except for my gre eting as she entered the door , I 
sat there like a bump on a log , forgetting to turn on my recording machine . �
.ediately after laying out the first row of card s ,  she s tar ted to interpret thea. 
As I looked back upon this experience later I wonder ed whether her silence was a 
stage prop or a magic act ,  the latter conferring success upon her venture or in
creasing her interpretative power . She had been brought up by and among older 
people ; once again a craft being handed down through a family . What she says 
about more hoodoo than formerly among the o ld-timePs is true . She also could 
have added the craft changed slower in country distr icts  than in cities . Com
.ercialism changed and is  still changing the old witchcraft and conj urat ion. I 
.ust pause here to add something that  happened yesterday . ]  

[This morning (November 6 ,  19 7 2 )  o n  the 7 o ' clock CBS televised news , I saw 
and listened to a brief repor t showing some black people in Beaufort  (Bii 'fer t )  
County , S . Car . , reviving their African tribal dance . More interesting t o  m e  was 
the sheriff , 26 years in office , who related some of his experiences with hoodoo . 
Mentioned were one of the DoctoP Buz zards (see pp . 891-905 ) and the after-my-time 
DbctoPs Bug and Eagle . The surprising thing said by the sheriff went like this : 
years ago few white people be lieved in this soPt of thing� but now moPe than 60S 
of them aPe be lievePs ! MoPe whites than b lacks be lieve in hoodoo ! The Beaufort 
newspaper reporter then introduced a young white man with a spell . Finally a 
psychiatrist in Charleston was asked , " I s  there anything true in hoodoo ? "  The 
doctor gave the only possible reply under the circumstances , " If you believe it , 
it is  true for you . " Amaz ing was the statement made by the national anchor man ,  
vho opened the interview by informing us that witchcraft  had d ied out everywhere 
in the United States except the Southern States . Where has he been all these 
years ! Even if he has never heard o f  FACI and HOODOO , a visit to the nearest 
paper-back stand or the reading o f  daily newspapers would enlighten htm. ] 

[Here is a convenient place to summarize references to what informants say 
about the number s of people , black and white , who believe in hoodoo aud witch
craft : see t itle quotation , p . l8 6 0 ,  from p . l8 7 0 ;  pp . I-II , INTRO . , vol . 1;  vbite 
believer s ,  not number s ,  p . l909 , line 36-4 3 ;  p . 894 , line 34 ; p . 8 97 , line 24 ;  aad 
probably other places . ]  

[Among a number o f  new beliefs ,  I f ind most impor tant two rites of diviuation 
by belching . These may be my only examples o f  belching , surely rare 1D folklare.] 

[Memphis� Tuesday� May 24� 1 938 - 924 - $5 - giP l 25  - ezcelltmt - fro. -...lJezas 
Book 885-9 1 1 . $ 5  was money during the Great Depression.  Her .. terial ca.e fro. 
cylinder s  B39 : 2-B4 3 : 12 = 1497-1501 . ]  

G i t  a bran ' -new file an ' put  i t  r ight undah dere. I f  JO '  baveu.' t  pt any 
steps , undahstan ' ,  dig up a hole aroun ' de side o f  de build1 n1 an' put dat file 
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in dere , a bran ' -new file . Don ' t  git no ole file , j is '  git chew a bran ' -new file 
an ' put it undah dere an ' covah it up wit j is '  a small amount of dirt , an ' j is '  
let dat file stay dere . Ah guarantee yo ' wit ' in a week [ 7  days ] dey ' ll be gone . 

Git ahamber Zye , see , an ' save it . Save it up , yo ' know, j is '  lak - yo ' don ' 
have tuh have a whole slop j ar full of  it , j is '  save it  up until yo ' git a ' mount 
dat chew want . Git some Red Sea Z Lye - not any othah kinda lye . Git chew some 
red peppah an ' some salt . Put it on an ' let it  boil - come tuh a boil yo ' undah
stan ' an ' scrub yore flo ' wit it , an ' scrub dis house in it . Scrub in front of 
de walk . An ' wit ' in a week, it  may be - yo ' know some people come in an ' look at 
it an ' may not rent it firs ' , but in a week aftah dat stuff settle down good , an ' 
git dat house fumigated good , somebody come an ' r ent it an ' yo ' d  have good tenants . 

(If I want to rent the house to  somebody . )  
Git chew some red peppah - dis red pod peppah . Git chew a pod of it  an ' wher

evah dis heah fellah whatevah yo ' want tub move , got ' a  walk at - yo ' take dese 
seeds an ' beat ' em  up good . Grin ' it up an ' j is '  sprinkle it all roun ' where he 
got ' a  walk at an ' dat ' s  all tuh ' im. 

(He won ' t  rent the house then? ) 
No , no . 
(You mix up the r ed pepper with the ground pepper ? )  
D e  groun ' peppah an ' de groun ' seeds , yo ' kin use ' em  tuhgethah - j is '  s o  yo ' 

groun ' ' em  up intuh lak a powdah-lak an ' sprinkle ' em  roun ' dere where dis fellah 
whoevah it is has got ' a  walk. 

Well , dey kin take yore foot track , j is '  lak dey scoop up de dirt - undahstan' , 
fo ' instant [ instance]  - an ' sprinkle it  roun ' yore house .  Dat ' s  tuh put de j inx 
on yo ' .  

Dey kin take de dirt from yore foo t s tep an ' sprinkle pee in it , wit ' out movin ' 
it , yo ' undahstan ' .  Jis ' pee in it an ' dat makes bad luck tuh yo ' .  

Dey kin take yore dirt an ' take it tuh a fo ' ks of  a road an ' bury it , an ' make 
yo ' ,  yo ' know, go astray from home ; yore foot track where yo ' walk at [bury ] at  
de fo ' ks o f  de road . But dey got ' a  take dis print , undahstan ' ,  dey cain ' t  git 
dis othah dirt . An ' dey kin pee in it , undahstan ' .  Dat will j is '  make yo ' wandah 
roun ' diff ' ren places . [A penciled note of mine reads , "Full transcript ion very 
windy ; this substantially what she says . " ]  

(Get a twig from a peach tree? ) 
Uh-hunh, but it cain ' t  be daid , undahstan ' .  Yo ' got ' a  git chew a fresh twig 

from a peach tree an ' take it an ' put it in a bot t le . Put it in watah an ' let 
it set dere fo ' about a week an ' den when yo ' take dis bottle yo ' gotta hide it 
somewhere in a dark place dat no one kin see it , yo ' know, an ' don ' t  chew even 
let no light come tuh it at all wit ' in a munt ' s  t ime .  An ' all dat_ will go away . 
But yo ' got ' a  git chew a fresh peach-tree twig . 

(No one can harm you then . ) 
[ This is my only example o f  the peach-tree twig rite for protection against 

harm (or o riginally witches ? ) .  Is this one of the simple rites before commercial 
products entered witchcraft or  hoodoo ? ]  

Dey kin bury yore fingahnails an ' toenails an ' make yo ' have spells - j is '  lak 
yo ' have dese heah foamin ' spells at de mout ' . Dey call it apoletic [apoplectic] 
fits . 

Yo ' kin TAKE YO ' SOME SALT AN '  WATAH AN '  SODA JIS ' AS HOT AS YO ' KIN BEAR IT 
AN ' DRINK IT , an ' aftah yo ' drink it , if yo ' belch - undahstan ' ,  aftah yo ' drink 
dis salt an ' watah an ' s oda , IF YO ' BELCH FREQUENTLY , YO ' S  ALL RIGHT ; but if yo ' 
cain ' t  git no gas or nuthin from yore stomach , yo ' kin tell it ain ' t  somepin 
right about chure body . See , yo ' kin take a person , lak fo ' instant , yo ' kin 
TAKE A LITTLE VINEGAR AN ' SUGAR AN '  SALT AN' DRINK IT WIT ' OUT DE SODA see , an ' 
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IF YO ' START TUH FOAMIN ' AT DE MOUT ' , IT ' S  SOMEPIN WRONG WIT YO ' ; � if J0 1re a 
straight pe�son , yo ' ain ' t  got nuthin , lak dat [witchcraft or hoodoo] - J0 1 j �s '  
b e  natural [ nothing unnatural has been done t o  you ] . But i f  yo ' start tab belch
in ' ,  yo ' re all r ight . But if yo ' don ' t belch when yo ' take dis soda dere1 s 
somepin wrong wit yo ' an ' yo ' kin tell if yo ' re not right . See . 

[The preceding two r ites of  diagnosis (for similar ones , see pp . l65-217) are 
probably my only examples o f  belching . ]  

Dey kin take some of yore hair an ' put it in a b ird , yo ' undahstan ' .  Well, 
dey kin j is 1  ketch a couple-a-;tran ' s  of yore hair , eithah one stran ' , an ' pull 
a feathah out o f  a b ird an ' put it  in dis bird where dis feathah is  pulled out . 
See , undah his wing , an ' let dis bird fly away wit dat . Dat ' ll make yo ' b e  
crazy . 

If  dey git hold of a person ' s  ahambe� Zye an ' use it aroun ' dey house , yo ' 
undahstan ' ,  fo ' scrubbin ' wit , or in front o f  dey house , or somepin lak dat ,  
dat ' ll throw a spell o f  sickness on ' em . I t  won ' t  harm ' em  in no othah way but 
throw a spell of sickness on dem an ' dey ' ll have tuh go tuh some TMD-RAIDED PER
SON tuh git it off . Dey cain ' t git it off naturally [a Doctor of Medicine would 
be useless . ] 

(That is , if somebody came here and they got hold of my ahambe� Zye and scrub 
around my house with it , that  would harm me ? )  

Not roun ' yore house - around dere house .  
Yo ' kin take dat [ ha t ]  bow an ' weah it  i n  yore sho e ,  undahstan ' .  Put chew 

some salt an ' red peppah a�make dis man do as yo ' say , undahstan ' .  J i s '  lak 
if yo ' tell ' im  tuh do somepin an ' prob ' bly he didn ' t wan ' a  do it , but yo ' take 
de bow an ' put salt an ' peppah an ' weah it in yore sho es - j is '  de bow, weah i t  
i n  yore sho e .  An ' i f  yo ' wanta , pee on dat bow j is '  ' bout once a week , or some
time twic e a week . If yo ' see thin ' s  gain ' off [ the spell weakening ] or de lak, 
yo ' kin take an ' pee on de bow - da t ' s  whut dey call oi Zin ' i t , oi Zin ' de b�. 
Yo ' could weah dat in de lef ' -foot sho e .  

Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoe an ' - j is '  say fo ' instant , heah ' s de sho e .  Yo ' 
kin take dis part out . Take dat innah sole out an ' write dere name in it - write 
it on papah an ' put it undahneat '  of heah an ' let ' em  weah it . Don ' make no 
diff ' ren who evah got ' a  weah de shoe . Let de shoe be worn aftah yo ' write dat 
name on de papah , but chew go t ' a  write it down dere three t imes . Undahstan ' 
[demonstrates ] ,  cro ss dis  way on de papah an ' cross disaway - three times ca.in ' 
dis way an ' three times comin ' dis way . [Make three cro sses . ]  An ' do se people ' s  
[ that person]  will j is '  wandah aroun ' d e  streets . Dey ' re [ the person i s ]  no t  
harmin ' de peoples , as  o thah peoples would b e ,  ' cuz dey [ o ther people] are DDt 
addressed [ by name ] dere , see . Dat make ' em a wandahin ' mind, if yo ' write dere 
name on it . 

Den yo ' kin take a sho e an ' burn it . Take a man ' s  sho e ,  ' cuz yo ' cain' t use 
no woman ' s  shoe lak dat . But yo ' kin take a man ' s  sho e ,  de lef ' -foot shoe, an' 
burn it an ' it  will run ' im stone crazy . A man ' s  sho e ,  yo ' kin take an' barD 
' is lef ' -foot sho e ,  an ' burn i t  an ' run ' im stone crazy . 

Bury it [ shoe ]  undah de do ' step undah wherevah dey live an ' dat ' ll  ran • e.  
stone crazy . 

Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' kin bury it undah dat do ' step aa• ran ' er 
crazy . 

Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' j is '  lak when she f�rs ' tub �tratin ' , 
wash dis stockin ' or eithah dis man ' s  sock in dis ministration wbea J0 1 firs ' 
�t - no t aftah it is  on two or three days , but when yo ' firs • star t .  Take dis 
woman ' s  sock an ' yo ' pee in de watah an ' wash aftah yo ' �stratin' 1 an' wash de 
sock an ' let ' er weah it . Dat ' ll make her crazy . Yea , kin do it tub auotbah 
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woman or eithah a man . Yo ' kin take a man ' s sock an ' wash ' em  - take his sock 
an ' wash ' em an ' let ' im  weah ' em  an ' dat ' ll make ' im crazy . 

(When the woman first star t s  to menstruate ,  and that will drive him araay in 
the head. ) 

Well , ah kin take a pair o f  a woman ' s  undahweahs an ' weah ' em  mahself , aftah 
she had wo ' ' em , weah ' em  mahself , an ' take de seat out of ' em , undahstan ' .  Jis ' 
take de seat out o f  ' em  an ' weah it r ight undah de p iece where ah wus tellin ' yo ' 
' bout - write de name - cross put it [ cr o s s  the names , one over the other ] , undah
neat ' of yore shoe . Weah it undah de [ inner ] sole o f  ' er [ his ] shoe an ' she can ' t 
have no dealin ' wit DO kinda man - a woman [ can ' t ] . 

Yo ' kin take a man 's . yore husban ' s  or any othah man ' s ,  an ' weah ' is ' n  de same 
way in de bottom yore shoe . He cain ' t have no o thah woman ' cuz he cain ' t rai se 
no heart. 

Jis ' lak if ah have yore pitchure an ' ah wan ' chew tub come back , ah kin turn 
it tub de wall an ' fo ' nine days . I f  yo ' anywhere in town roun ' dere yo ' ll �; 
an ' if yo ' anyWhere off 1 yo ' ll write . 

An ' eitbah yo ' kin take a person ' s  pitchure , if yo ' mad wit ' em  an ' yo ' don ' 
wan ' ' em  roun' or aa.epin lak dat . Yo ' kin bury it up side down in de groun ' an ' 
call dere name three tt.es , aftah yo ' bury dis p itchure , an ' dey nevah would wan
�roun ' or give yo ' DO mo '  trouble aroun ' ; ' cuz dey won ' t nevah come neah yo ' 
no me ' .  

Den yo ' kin take a tin fo il [ tintype] an ' bury it up s ide down an ' cuz de 
per son death. Yo ' koow whut ah mean - one do se t intype pitchure . 

Jis ' fo ' instant [ instance ] ,  if ah wus go in ' make a PARABLE o f  yo ' ,  see , ah 
would take an ' cut it out - as a parable o f  yo ' .  

[ Word � le i s  occas ionally used instead o f  for ins tanae� eta . ] 
(You mean you would cut out my ' type . ) 
Yo ' [ ah ]  kin cut out chure ' type - see , a parable o f  yo ' .  Have i t  plain , 

undahstan ' ;  don' write nuthin on it . Take it tub a windah an ' read three verses 
in de Bible an' place dis r ight ' cro s s  de Bible where ah read dese three ver ses 
in any chaptah yo ' want tub . Make a �. undahs tan ' ,  an ' j is '  open de windah 
an ' let dat piece go right on . S ee .  

( I t  will blow away? ) 
[ There are TWO TYPES OF MAGIC BLOWING RITES : ( 1 )  b low with your breath or let 

someone blow with his ; and ( 2 )  let the wind either blow the obj ec t away , or back 
and forth - the latter usually being an ar t icle tied loo sely to a tree . ] 

Uh-huh , if ah wish yo ' daid , or if ah wish yo ' luck , an ' if ah wish anythin ' 
fo ' mahself . Well , aftah ah r ead dose three ver ses - see . But ah ' ve go t ' a  go 
tub a windah , open windah , wit no one in de room but mahself , see . But it ' s  
go t ' a  be yore ' type ,  an ' call yore name when ah ' m  done makin ' dis wish . Jis ' lak 
ah [ say , " I ]  wish yo ' daid" - whatevah yore name would be . Or say , "Ah wish yo ' 
luck , " or , "Ah wish So-an ' -so tub mahself , "  or somepin lak dat . But ah couldn ' t  
take yore ' type , undahstan ' ,  an ' make a wish tub me fo ' somebody else . But ah 
have tub make dat wish from yo ' tub me , see , or from me tub yo ' [ b ecause]  dat 
chure ' type . 

Sho ' [ sure ] . Yo ' kin take graveyard d ir t  an ' make it up wit vinegah an ' git 
chew some dese okray [ okra ]  s eed s . 

(Tho se green pods . )  
Uh-hum , but it ' s  [ the small seeds inside the pod gone to seed ] go t ' a  be dry . 

Yo ' kin take okray seeds an ' beat ' em  up , yo ' don ' t have tub grin ' ' em . Jis ' 
b eat up dese okray seeds an ' put ' em  in dis graveyard d ir t  an ' spr inkle it roun ' 
in mah house or anythin ' . An ' if ah wish yo ' bad luc k ,  ah kin make dat wish ; 
an ' whatevah ah make a wish tub , it ' ll come true . An ' whatevah - if ah spr inkle 
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i t  on de baid - lak if yo ' mah husban ' fo ' instant , an ' if ah � �£ aa ,are 
baid , well yo ' cain ' t have no dealin ' wit no othah woman , see.  Bu£ JD1 �·· 
have special graveyard dir t . Yo ' cain ' t use j is '  ord ' nary dirt , JD '  �·· ... 
it where people has b een buried - see , fo ' tub make anythin ' come true � � 
make a wish . 

Well , yo ' kin take a bone from a person ' s  body - j is '  any part of a �·· 
body an ' let a dog gnaw it , undahstan ' .  An ' if yo ' kin git holt of dis dQI 
gnawin ' it , yo ' kin keep dis dog in a coal-house [ shed ] or in some kin'a cloeed 
place an ' let ' im gnaw on dis bone - but he cain ' t eat it up , undahstan' - au ' 
j is '  let ' im gnaw on dis bone . Git yo ' a piece of red flannel an ' put dis baae 
in it  an ' if it ' s  a daid per son - if it ' s  a daid person ' s  bone , dey ' ll come back 
an ' tell yo ' somepin in yore sleep . If it ' s  not a bone of a person ' s body , ,a 1  
see , i t  won ' t b e  no kin ' a  vision tub yo ' .  But if it ' s  a bone of somebody ' & body 
aftah yo ' put it in dis flannel an ' dis dog been gnawin ' on it , well dis peraoa 
whutevah dis bone came from will come af tah yo ' an ' gi ' yo ' some kinda idea in 
yore sleep where yo ' kin do somepin . Undahstan ' - some kin ' a  way where yo ' kin 
git luck . 

[ The preceding dead person ' s bone kept in red flannel is  a hand - see DEAD , 
BONE FROM, p . 54 3 . ] 

Well , yo ' kin take a li ' le ole matchbox an ' make one [ coffin]  out of  a match
box . Yo ' kin take some wood an ' make some [ a  coffin ]  out of it . Well , yo ' gits 
dat fo ' an idea - give yo ' an idea on it . 

Yo ' kin take somepin an ' make it lak de shape of a cof f in an ' fix it . Take 
yo ' a br ick , some red brick - yo ' cain ' t use dis  othah kin ' a  brick . Take yo ' red 
brick an ' beat it  up real fine an ' git chew some con ' strated [ concentrated ] lye 
an ' put it in dis coffin . Whatevah house yo ' go intuh undahs tan ' ,  j is '  lak if 
yo ' come in dis house heah . Some peoples use ' em , yo ' know . Yo ' kin make ' em  
small enough fo ' ' em  tub stay in dere pocket . Yo ' kin come in dis house an1 
wondah why in de worl ' yo ' haven ' t  got no money . Yo ' kin touch a person [make 
him give you something for nothing ] , but yo ' got ' a  have dis red-clay [ red-brick] 
dirt an ' red-con ' strated lye . [ The lye is not red , the red is on the label of 
the can - Red Devi l Lye ,  Red Sea t Lye , etc . ] An '  put in dis red dirt , mix it  up 
tuhgethah - no watah or nuthin . Yo ' come in .dis  house an ' yo ' haven ' t  got any 
money . Yo ' wan ' a  room from heah. Well , yo ' explain to de lady dat yo ' haven ' t 
got any . She ' s not goin ' wan ' chew tub rent dis room so bad , but she ' ll tell 
�. "Well , ah ' ll try yo ' fo ' a week , but in dis week yo ' try tub have saaepin. "  
Well , yo ' kin live right o n  aftah dat week , an ' i f  yo ' ain ' t got nuthin nex '  
week, she ' ll tell yo ' d e  same thin ' when yo ' come up an ' tell her somepin. A1l 
right . An ' yo ' kin take dis coffin , say fo ' instant , an ' go in places - ato ' a  
an ' thin ' s lak dat an ' ast peoples fo ' dif f ' ren thin ' s .  Dey are not - it ' s DDt 
yore motto or yore idea dat chew wanta do dese thin ' s ,  but it j is '  a thin' da£ 
dey have yo ' undahs tan ' .  But it  go ag ' inst yore will - see , anythin' as ' �  
yore will which yo ' wouldn ' t  do . Dat ' s d e  idea . Den dey usin ' dose. Dat ' a  fo ' 
a demonstration fo ' deyself . But s till yo ' don ' t know ah have it , !md•h•£au ' .  
But ah ' m  astin '  yo ' fo ' somepin dat ah want . 

[ The preceding mock-coffin hand (see COFFIN , pp . 53 6-54 2) is  a device to trap 
a spirit , who by dwelling in the mock coffin will power or  activate the hand. 
The coffin shape and the red-brick dust symbolizing blood trick tbe carious 
spirit into entering a new home . The lye protec t s  the wearer or tbe � should 
the spirit cause trouble before or after entry . The lye also guards the hand 
against any ill-wishirig or counter magic by some other person. ] 

If  it ' s  a [ tomb ] s tone an ' yo ' got a pocketknife ,  an '  yo ' kin chisel off de 
s tone , yo ' git it  [ some tombs tone dust ] . An ' if yo ' haven' t - aa.e of ' ea  done 
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have de stone headbo 'ds [= tombstones]  wit de name on it . Dey have wood - undah
s tan ' , dey have ' em dif f ' ren wood s . Well , yo ' take a knife an ' j is '  chip - yo ' 
know, git off  a li ' le p iece o f  dat . Well , yo ' kin take it an ' take yo ' some of 
yore chamber lye , see .  Take yo ' some of yore pee , an ' if it ' s  wood , yo ' take dis 
wood an ' chip it up real fine in somepin , an ' put it in a li 1 le brown p iece of 
papah , see;  an ' if it ' s stone , yo ' take it an ' beat it  up real fine . Yo ' don ' t 
have tub have a large piece. Jis ' take a small piece of it  an ' beat it  up real 
fine an' put chew [ the tombs tone dus t into ] a small piece of brown papah , an ' den 
weah it [ this hand] neE ' tub yore skin wherevah yo ' go , an ' whatevah yo ' wish an ' 
whatevah yo ' ast a per son fo ' ,  it ' s good fo ' dat . 

Yo ' kin take, but chew have tub buy expensive candles - yo ' kin buy yo ' a 
candle fo ' a dollah - an ' git chew some dis heah incense . See , if yo ' git chew 
some dis incense dat ' s  real good incense ,  such as GZoPene Incense - GZoPine In
cense an' take yo' a candle an ' put it in yore stalk , one dese candlesticks , se� 
an ' burn dis caudle an' burn dis heah incense , dis GZoPene Incense at de same 
time .  An ' j is ' lak if anybody come in yore house , if dey have go t any money an ' 
yo ' ast ' em  fo ' it , dey cain ' t deny yo ' ,  see . Yo ' kin use dat , or eithah if yo ' 
burn dis candle an ' j is ' lak - people use ' em fo ' monument s [ saint s tatue s ]  in a 
way . Yo ' kin pray to dese candles an ' wish fo ' dif f ' ren thin ' s an ' befo ' two or 
three days yo ' kin git ' em [ your wish] . 

Say , fo ' iDstant , yo ' kin ketch a live frog , see , an ' put 1 im  in yore pocket , 
an ' as long as yo '  kin keep ' im  in yore pocket an ' long as he ain ' t j umpin '  in 
yore pocket , yo ' ll  v±n; but if he s tar t j umpin '  in yore pocket an ' die ,  yo ' have 
tub quit gambl±n' [for j umping frog and gambling , see p . 557f . , Nos .  18 78-1883 ] .  

Aw abo ' .  Yo ' � take yo ' some dis heah cayenne peppah - not dis pod peppah . 
Jis ' take yo '  sa.e red peppah an ' take yo ' some sugah an ' some salt an ' put it 
in yore pocket , au' have yo ' enough in it so yo ' kin sprinkle it aroun ' yore 
tab le ,  undahstan ' .  Git chew some ' bacca an ' chew i t  at de same time ,  see . An '  
don ' j is '  stan ' a t  one part o f  de table an ' gamble . Walk aroun ' de table to 
dif f ' ren places where dat yo ' - yo ' know, as long as yo ' gamblin ' ,  always have 
de ' bacca in zore .aut ' whethah yo ' chew ' bacca or not ,  see . Spit some out an ' 
den go roun ' de table in dif f ' ren places an ' sprinkle dis heah salt an ' black 
peppah an ' cayenne peppah an ' de sugah aroun' de table . It ' s  lucky . 

Write de boss uame - write his name down nine times on a piece of papah an ' 
put it in yore la!p vben yo ' go home an ' burn it . Yo ' may no t git  a j ob when yo ' 
firs ' go an ' ast ' fm, but chew take his name an ' write it  down on a piece of pa
pah , brown papah, j i s '  dis sack papah . Write it down on a piece o f  papah fo ' 
nine times an ' take it home an ' burn it in de lamp an ' turn dis lamp down real 
low an 1 continue tub burn ' is name . An ' whenevah yo ' come tub 1 im  an ' as t 1 im  
fo ' a j ob ,  dat ' ll make him ca ' [care]  mo ' fo ' yo ' an ' he ' ll soon give yo ' a j ob .  

Den yo ' kin take dat name fo ' ins tant , yo ' know, burn it fo ' diff ' ren thin ' s 
whut chew want . Yo ' kin take dat name an ' write it down nine times on brown 
papah . Should yore rent man come tub yore do ' an ' knock on yore do ' an ' yo ' 
haven ' t  got money tub pay ' im  an ' yo ' needs de money , undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' wan ' 
1 im  tub be easy wit yo ' if yo ' kin . Yo ' may be on de [ point or verge]  of bein ' 
reahed [ reared = kicked ] out , but yo ' j is '  tell ' im , say , "Well ,  ah haven ' t  got 
chure money now, but a s  quick as ah git it ah ' ll bring yo ' some , or eithah when
evah yo ' come out heah , Wednesday or Thursday , "  whatevah day he come , "ah ' ll try 
mah bes ' tub have yo ' some . " See . Well , he won ' t  be as ba ' d .  But if yo ' won ' t  
do dat ,  he will come roughah . Yo ' may done ' scape ' im  two or three weeks 
somepin lak dat . But chew got ta wr ite de name down nine times on brown papah . 

Git chew some lye , some yore ahambeP Zye , an ' save it  up an ' scrub all roun ' 
yore place - all in yore house an ' let chure house fumigate good wit dat , an ' 
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yo ' ll git mo ' trade den yo ' needs . 
Yo ' git chew some Red Seal, Lye ,  see ,  an ' scrub yore house out gCXNI, -· all 

' cross yore walks evah mawnin ' an ' evah night . As yo ' ,  yo ' know, pee fa de 
slop jar , j is ' throw it out all in front of yore place wit dat Red Ssa.Z !.p :Ia 
it . --

(That will keep the law away . )  
Uh-huh . 
Git chew some cayenne peppah an ' black peppah an ' some li ' le sugah an' sal� 

an' j is '  sprinkle it all roun ' where dey [ police]  got ' a  walk a t  an ' yo ' won' t be 
bothahed wit ' em . Make no diff ' rence how mad dey be , if dey come roun ' dere . 
Firs '  an ' las ' dey come roun ' dere an ' a-laugh an ' talk wit yo ' - somepin 1ak 
dat an ' den go on away . 

Yo ' kin take j is ' befo ' yo ' go down tuh de j udge , undahs tan ' - if yo ' kin git 
chew a p iece of tabacca . Have yo ' heard dis apple sun-cured tabacca? Ah have 
aevah use any othah . [Down in the Bluegrass  Region o f  Kentucky , which I know 
fairly well , I have seen any number of sun-curing tobacco barns with shuttered 
sides . ]  Well , yo ' kin git chew a p iece of apple sun-cured tabacca an ' j is '  put 
chew a li ' le in yore mouth , undahs tan ' ,  an ' a brown piece of papah undah yore 
�ue . An ' d e mo ' yo ' talk wit de j udge , de easier he ' ll g it wit chew on yore 
!!!!• An ' if yo ' git a sentence it ' s  not go in ' be a heavy sentenc e .  Ah mean , 
if yo ' git a f ine it ' s  not goin ' be a heavy f ine , see , whatevah he give yo ' .  
But yo 1 got ' a  use dis apple sun-cure tabacca an ' take yo ' a brown small p iece 
of papah a� ' put it r ight undah yore tongue . 

Jis ' lak , say fo ' ins tant , yo ' kin take a woman when she ' s minis tration . Yo ' 
know, wash ' er pieces out - she kin take an ' wash ' er p ieces out an ' use two or 
�ee drops of dat in ' is coffee . An '  if he ' s  a heavy whiskey drinker , in about 
a week t ime - she kin use it in ' is coffee a week - he ' ll let whiskey alone 
CO!Pletely - [ inconsequential matter follows ] . 

Well yo ' kin do work on de da ' k  of de moo n ,  fo ' ins tant , fo ' colored [people ] . 
Jis ' lak yo ' have somepin an ' yo ' angry wit some colored people or somepin lak 
dat , yo ' go on de da ' k  of  de moon - yo ' kin do work if it ' s  ' gins t dem, s ee .  An '  
on de light of de moon , if it ' s  a white person,  yo ' kin do  work on de light of  
de moon agains t dem - against de  white person . [ This is not commonly believed -
li&ht o f  the moon for white person , dark of the moon for black person . ] 

If  a person s teal - j is '  anythin ' ,  make no diff ' ren whut it  is , if dey stole 
from yo ' , yo ' may not know dere name , undahs tan ' ,  whoevah s tole dis heah froa 
yo ' . Yo ' kin take yo ' a bran ' -new pair of scissors an ' hang ' em  ovah yore do ' . 
If de person comes in yore house , yo ' fin '  out dese scissors will drop ,  see. AD' 
j is '  hang ' em up so , not whah [where ]  dey hang down heah , see , but j is '  baa& 'e. 
ap j is ' lak dat piece up dere [ demons trates but I do not comment ] .  Yo ' bang 
dose scis sors up dere an ' if de person don ' live roun ' dere close - well , yo' 
kaov one thin ' , a spidah [will ] wr ite on dese scissors  dere name an ' address an ' 
ev.ahthin ' , o f  dis person whutevah s tole d i s  heah . But chew got ' a  have a bran' 
aev pair o f  scissors whut chew use . An ' if de person c ome in an ' out chare 
bouse, when dey come in dese scissors will fall an ' yo ' know i t  [ know  wbo �t �] . 

(If the person does come in the house ,  the spider will wr ite their naae oa the 
acissors over the door? ) 

Uh-huh , ovah de do ' but chew got ' a  hang ' em  on a s tr ing, yo ' koav, rl8ht on 
de do ' - not on a nail . [A penciled note of mine made while checktaa �&DSCrip
tion reads , "Dog barks and confuses words . " ] Yo ' have a nail up dere tuh bang 
de string on , but if de person come in do ' dat s tole anythiD ' fraa yo' , de scis
sors will drop . But if dey don ' t ,  a s ider will write dere naae an' address on 
dese scissors ,  but dey gotta be bran ' -new scissors - write the. in spiders 
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thread see , an ' yo ' kin undahstan ' it . 
[This is a spider-web diagnosis (pp . l65-269) or divination - my only example 

of it I believe . The spider of  course does not write the thief ' s  name and ad
dress ; the spider merely spins a web over the scissors - naturally , if the scis
sors hang down from the string and nail long enough. But you do have an oppor
tunity to find and decipher the thief ' s  initial in the web . For the letter M in 
spider ' s  web meaning Marriage in love rites , see FAC I , 2nd ed . ,  9090 , p . 4 11 . ] 

Uh-hmph . Yeah , yo ' kin take i t  but chew got ' a  put it  behin ' somepin , or yo ' 
could put it undah yore baid . Yo ' kin take - j is '  say fo ' instant , if yo ' smokin' . 
Yo ' kin take yore smoke an ' pee in yore slop j ar an ' [ or ]  put chure ashes in dere, 
if dey cigahettes or if yo ' use ' bacca or if  yo ' don ' use anythin ' - j is '  spit in 
yore chamber lye , undahstan ' , an ' set it  undah yore baid , see , an ' j is '  make a 
wish . Whatevah yo ' make dat wish , don ' say nuthin tuh nobody ' bout dat wish . 
Jis ' come in an ' make yore  wish an ' lay down , an ' if anybody comes tuh dis do ' ,  
make no diff ' ren how sound yo ' sleep , or dey try tuh come in dis  room or somepin 
lak dat , yo ' ll heah ' em . Even if de do ' ain ' t locked , dey goin ' tuh make some 
kinda noise outside de do ' befo ' dey git in . If yo ' use de cigah yo ' kin knock 
de ashes in yore  ahamber lye , but chew got ' a  pee in it - pee in de slop j ar firs' . 
Or yo ' eithah got ' a  spit in dere,  if yo ' don ' t  use no kinda ' bacca or don ' t use 
no kin ' a  snuff - plain spit in yore ahamber lye an ' shet it up undah de baid , se� 

(That will warn you if thieves are trying to come into your room? ) 
Yes . 
Take her shoe if she wan ' a  an ' turn it  up s ideways - up sideways dis way 

[ demonstrates ] .  
(On the sid e . ) 
Uh-hunh , on d e  mantel or anywhere up high ovah [ hi s ]  haid , undahstan ' .  She 

kin take her undahweah an ' put it up a chair - let it be ovah ' is haid . Jis ' 
spread i t  ' cross a chair ovah ' is haid - anythin ' dat ovah ' is pillah , ovah ' is 
haid , eithah on d e  baid . Her undahweah - or she kin take her shoes . He won ' t  
wake up until  she move dis heah piece . 

Yo ' kin take a match an ' trim i t  down till it  git real keen at de end an ' j is' 
if it ' s  real keen at de end , yo ' kin use it . Jis ' say if yo ' lay it undahneat '  
de aongo leum [ trade name for an inexpensive type of floor covering ] , but always 
have de sharp point towards de do ' .  

· An '  if yo ' wan ' a  make a wish fo ' somebody tuh come tuh yore house - yo ' use 
' em fo ' makin ' wishes fo ' people come tuh yore house , undahstan ' .  Dey call it  
sharp luak , yo ' undahstan ' . Yo ' turn i t - yo ' put i t  undahneat '  de aongo leum 
an ' turn de point tuhwards de do ' .  

(And make a wish for a person to come? ) 
Yeah , fo ' a person tuh come .  
An '  if yo ' got a needle,  yo ' kin s tick it  anywhere up side de wall wit thread 

in it . Jis ' say fo ' ninstant , yo ' take i t  an ' s tick it  up undah dere an ' let de 
point part hang down. Well , yo ' kin have ' em  make a wish fo ' dat - fo ' somebody 
come tuh yore house fo ' sha� luck . Yo ' know , j is '  lak if yo ' in de gamblin ' 
business  or somepin lak dat , an ' yo ' make a wish fo ' diff ' ren ' hust lers tuh have 
money an ' thin ' s  come tuh yore house - tuh come roun ' yore p lace , or whiskey 
buyers or somepin lak dat tuh come roun ' yore place . Yo ' kin use matches fo ' dat 
an ' yo ' kin use needles , but yo ' cain ' t  use no pins ,  ' cuz a pin is got a haid on 
it  an ' dat haid yo ' cain ' t use it . But dat match , yo ' kin take an ' burn dis 
iatch haid off , undahstan ' ,  an ' use dat part as de point par t . 

Git ' er some b lue sea l  Vase line an ' grease up in ' er good , undahstan ' befo ' 
she git in bed - grease up in ' er good wit dis blue seal Vase line . An '  den git 
' er some laudanum if she kin - yo ' know , from whatevah doctor she use - if 'he 
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kin git a doctor ' s  prescr ipt ion [usually called ' scr iption or perscr�IDD] .  An '  
g i t  ' er some d i s  laudanum an ' take dis laudanum an ' make her a poultice-lak. an' 
weah it  r ight roun ' ' er wa ise [waist ] , wit dis laudanum in a belt . AD' abe won' 
have no pa ins at all , yo ' know, as hard as she would have if she didm' t use ' ea . 
Jis ' laudanum an ' b Zue BeaZ vase Zine - grease up in ' er .  

Yo ' kin git cow manure tub use it fo ' fevah . Take yo ' some cow .. uure an '  lit 
chew a piece , a clean p iece [ of cloth] , an ' put it in watah an ' bo il it aood an' 
git  all de strength outa it . 

If a person is got bZue baZ Zs - yo ' know, take dis boss-manure [boas • horse] . 
if a person is got bZue baZ Zs or eithah is got d e  gPave Zs . Yo ' know wbut �eZa 
is . If dey got dat , yo ' kin take an ' boil it an ' make a tea fo ' ' em  tub drink. 
Co ' se it ' s  a bad taste but yo ' kin use it  fo ' gPave Z  or eithah fo ' bZue balls. 
tub make de b Zue baZ Zs go down an ' make de gPave Z  go out yore system.  

Well ,  dey kin take chicken f eathahs an ' burn ' em  - see , an ' put cayenne peppah 
an ' chicken f eathahs an ' burn ' em  in a stove yo ' know, an ' j is '  call yor e naae 
while dey burnin ' dem feathahs an ' j is '  � diff ' ren thin ' s  would happen tub yo ' 
an ' it ' s  bad luck put on yo ' fo ' burnin ' dose chicken feathahs . Jis ' say fo ' 
ninstance if  ah buy a chicken . Or eithah ah don ' even have tub buy a chicken. 
Ah kin j is '  go somewhere roun ' a chicken place where dey have chickens , a poultry 
house or somep in lak dat , an ' git dese feathahs an ' burn ' em, undahstan ' ,  an ' put 
cayenne peppah . 

Yo ' kin take de hair of a dog an ' de hair of a � an ' make luc k .  But chew 
got ' a  git chew some sulphur . Git sulphur an ' g it chew some dis heah - an ' some 
potash . Git chew ' bout a tablespoon of sulphur an ' a tablespoon o f  po tash an ' 
mix it  up tuhgethah . An ' take yo ' some - j is '  de clipp in ' s of a dog hair an ' 
clipp in ' s of cat ha ir , an ' mix it tuhgethah an ' weah it nex ' tub yore skin; j ia ' 
lak if yo ' go tub a gamblin ' house , it ' s  lucky tub yo ' .  

An '  yo ' kin go tub d iff ' ren out paPties , or eithah a woman kin go out wit a 
man , yo ' know, an ' j is '  make him lucky tub ' er .  She ' ll weah it nex ' tub ' er ski� 
see , in any kinda piece . I t  don ' t  make no diff ' ren j is '  so she weah it nex ' tuh 
' er skin an ' tie a string tub it . Put it in a bag an ' weah it nex ' tub ' er akin. 

Yo ' kin take de blood of any kinda animal an ' drop it in watah an ' dr ink it , 
if  dey st ill alive , but if dey da id yo ' cain ' t use it . But if  yo ' kin take de 
blood of any kinda animal an ' drop a few drops in watah an ' go out somewherea , 
i t  lucky tub yo ' .  But chew got ' a  drink dis watah undahstan ' .  Drop a few drops 
of blood from a dog or cat or any kinda b ird or somep in lak da t ,  if dey still 
lives on , but if dis animal dies yo ' cain ' t use it . It won ' t do yo ' any good 
[ is ]  whut ah mean . 

Yo ' kin take a twig from a dove - yo ' know, a feathah . A feathah j is '  1ak a 
twig yo ' know. Take a f eathah from a dove an ' take some of yore ha ir an' posh 
it in da t dove ' s - in dere where yo ' pull dat feathah out . An ' j ia '  push dat 
feathah back in dere on dat stran ' of ha ir , an ' let dat dove f ly away . Dat ' ll 
cuz yo ' tub b e  crazy , undahstan ' .  

Or yo ' kin �ake a bat an ' take a twig of yore hair an ' put it  riaht amdab
neath dis bat ' s  wing . See , but chew got ' a  tie it undah dere . See . An '  let dis 
heah bat fly away wit it , but he got ' a  lose dis hair see . An' dat .akea laek 
tub yo ' ,  but yo ' won ' t  so crazy from a bat . 

--

But chew kin let a bat take yore ha ir , an ' j is '  lak if he pee on yore hair -
if de bat pee on yore ha ir it ' s  bad luck tub yo ' .  But if he .ave dis hair befo ' 
he pee on it  - but if he pee on dis hair befo ' he loses it. it ' s  bad lack tuh 
yo ' ; but if he don ' pee on it befo ' he loses dis hair , it 1 a load luck euh yo ' . 
But yo ' go t ' a  do dat yo ' self , wit chure own ha ir . If aa.ebody else do it . it ' s 
bad luck tub yo ' . 
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Git dirt daubah ' s  nes ' an ' use i t  wit vinegah an ' i t ' s  good fo ' any kinda 
sta ins [ strains ] , burns or . 

Yo ' kin take a part of  a �. if he ' s  eaten anything rec ently . Yo ' kin take , 
j is '  say a fea thah of a hawk , if he ' s  eaten anything lately an ' use it - j is '  
say fo ' a pen roun ' de house,  f o '  a ink-pen roun ' de house . It ' s  lucky fo ' dat . 

If dis buz zard should happen tuh kill his self in some kinda way ,  if yo ' kin 
g i t  a part of ' is body , an ' j is '  keep it roun ' de house say , fo ' a ornament or 
somepin iak dat . But yo ' got ' a  use it wit sal t . Jis ' put salt on it an ' keep 
it washed in salt an ' wa tah, undahstan ' , an�e if fo ' ornaments roun ' de house 
it ' s  lucky . 

Ah ' ve taken lemon peel an ' boil lemon peelin ' an ' used abject oi l in lemon 
peel an ' j is '  put it in de stove an ' let it dry - see , an ' take dis lemon peelin ' 
which is dry . An ' af tah i t ' s  dried out yo ' take de j uice of i t  whut chew boil it 
in , undahstan ' an ' yo ' know, cook wit it , undahstan ' .  Yo ' firs ' cook it in 
somepin tuh eat .  Jis ' say fo ' nins tance fo ' yore husban ' .  An ' den yo ' take de 
dried out part an ' j is '  lak if yo ' goin ' cook anythin ' sweetenin ' fo ' ' im  or 
somepin lak dat ,  yo ' put it in dere an ' ' bout two or three drops of d i s  cons ' 
trated � an '  put two or three drops of watah , see , whut chew use fo ' cookin ' . 
An ' dat ' ll make him stop runnin ' roun ' from home . 

Yo ' kin take orange peelin ' an ' drive peoples away from yore house dat chew 
don ' want roun ' dere if yo ' boil it in watah - boil it in watah an ' den take de 
peelin ' s  an ' use it fo ' cookin ' fo ' yo ' ownself . But yo ' eat dis yo ' self , see , 
an ' make yore wishes whut chew wish would happen dat chew don ' t want ' em  roun ' 
der e ,  or yo ' wish dey would come roun ' dere - somepin lak dat . See . 

She take an ' let ' im  have dealin ' wit ' er at  home ; see , when she ' s  minis
tratin ' . Take an ' wash dis out . She j is '  let ' im  come wit ' er when she have 
dealin ' s  wit ' im  an ' she wash dis piece out - see , whut he done used [ to wipe 
with] . See . She wash it [ the come ] out an ' git dis  watah an ' stop it up in a 
bottle good . An ' if - [ she put i t ]  r ight in de centah of ' er house undahstan ' 
[ a  quincunx ] .  Yo ' kin , yo ' know, g o  undah de house an ' set i t  in de centah . 
Well , same houses is so yo ' cain ' t  g it in . [ Some houses rest off the ground , 
some do not . ]  Well , if yo ' got any kinda closet in de house , where yo ' kin set 
it , where he don ' t ,  yo ' know, fool aroun ' ,  j i s ' set dis bo t tle in dere an ' let 
it stay in dere fo ' ' bout a month befo ' yo ' r emove i t . When he go out he cain ' t 
raise a heart fo ' anothah woman . 

She kin measure ' im  wit a string . Fo ' ninstance she kin take wit ' er han ' , 
see , an ' measure 1 im .  She kin measure ' im  from heah , see , yo ' know, j is '  lay 
' er han ' on ' im an ' measure ' im  an ' use dat string , see , an ' weah it roun ' ' er 
body wit turpentine on it an ' he cain ' t  have nuthin tuh do wit de woman . 

Yeah , he kin an ' git ' im  a package of dis heah loco meta l .  It ' s  l-o-c-o 
meta l .  Dat ' s  de name of i t . Well , yo ' kin buy it in drug sto ' s .  It cost fifty 
cent s . Else yo ' kin g it i t  from dese special doctoPs . AH 'VE GOT IT . Yo ' kin 
buy dis  heah loco meta l  an ' use it in burnin ' , see . I t ' s  j is '  nuthin but a li ' le 
powdah .  Yo ' kin buy i t  an ' use i t  in burnin 1 befo ' yo ' leave home . Yo ' kin 
sprinkle it roun ' de house an ' d iff ' ren mens may come dere or somepin lak dat , 
but chew won ' t  have any dealin ' s  wit ' em ; a woman or eithah man ,  becuz dey won ' 
have no natuPe wit ' out  usin ' it . Don ' have tuh use saltpetah or somepin lak dat .  
It ' s  loco meta l .  

Yo ' an ' yore wife i s  g it t in '  along bad , an ' prob ' ly [ you ] may g o  out somewhere 
an ' when yo ' g it home , yo ' know, when at she ' s  gon ' a g it angry wit yo ' or somepin. 
If yo ' kin g o  tuh somebody ' s  house,  yo ' kin git chew some salt an ' black peppah 
an ' red peppah an ' a pinch of sugah , an ' put it in dere an ' sprinkle it roun ' de 
do ' ' fore yo ' come in . Knock on yore do ' three t imes , [ she knocks ] ,  befo ' yo ' 
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come in whethah yo ' got a key or no t ,  an ' she ' s dere . Knock on JUEe do' � 
times befo ' yo ' go in if she ' s dere . If she ' s not dere , knock on ,are do '  ... 
go in . Yo ' undahstan ' .  She may say somep in tuh yo ' ' bout it 1 but �t waa' £  � 
no argument . See . 

Yo ' kin take an ' go out in yore garden an ' git chew some onions . 10 ' � 
DESE LI ' LE ONION BUTTONS . Dey don ' grow about no largah den dat . 

(They grow on top of the s talk - the seeds? ) 
Uh-hmm, de li ' le buttons , an ' bo il do se in cleah watah - boil ' em  in cle&h 

watah an ' po ' dat ' side yore do ' .  If a woman , yo ' know , is turnin ' triaks [ sell
ing herself ] or somep in lak dat , she kin po ' dem outside her do ' an ' it won ' be 
a worn path even if it ' s  a woman or  man ,  undahstan ' .  Dey goin ' stop by dere an ' 
inquire or somep in lak dat , see , so she kin git  a chance tuh talk , EVEN IF DE LAW 
IS HOT ROUN ' ' ER PLAC E ,  she kin git a chance tuh talk wit ' em .  Well , sometimes 
yo ' kin po ' ' em  right roun ' ' side de steps . See , some people don '  go outside an ' 
throw ' em , yo ' kin j is '  po ' it right ' long ' side de steps - j is '  where peoples 
got ' a pass , undahstan ' .  

Dey kin git ' em  some dere ahamber lye an'  git ' em  some Red Seal Lye , an' boil 
it good an ' throw it out ' side de do ' ,  an ' scrub r ight roun ' on de steps . Don ' 
need scrub yore house - j is '  scrub right roun ' on de s t ep s  evah mawnin ' wit dat 
Red Sea l Lye an ' dat ahamber lye . An ' dat ' s  good fo ' tuh draw ,  yo ' know, men 
vit money - not j is '  any kinda person come ' long . Somebody wit money so dey kin 
git somepin . 

(WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE PEOPLE , WOULD YOU SAY , BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN BE 
TRICKED OR HOODOOED? WHAT PERCENTAGE WOULD YOU SAY OF BOTH WHITE AND COLORED ? )  

WELL , DERE SOME PEOPLE DAT DON ' BELIEVE DAT CHEW KIN PUT A SPELL ON ' EM  AN� 
SOME YO ' KIN.  AW , WELL , IT ' S  MO ' DEN HALF OF 'EM BELIEVE IT , DEN DERE DO DAT 
DON' T BELIEVE IN IT , CUZ IN DE OLDEN DAYS PEOPLE DIDN ' T  BELIEVE IN SECH AS DIS , 
SEE . BUT NOW, IN DE WORL ' , YO ' KNOW, IT ' S  MO ' DE YOUNGAH RACE COME UP , SEE DEY 
UNDAHSTAN ' S  MO ' ABOUT IT AN ' LOTS OF ' EM  DO ' S  MO ' DEN DESE OLDAH PEOPLES . BUT 
DE MAJORITY OF ' EM  YEAHS AGO , DEY DIDN ' T  BELIEVE IN SECH AS DIS . BUT MO ' DEN 
HALF OF ' EM  BELIEVES IT NOW. 

De way ah kin do tuh put live things in yo ' .  Ah kin take a dead roach an ' 
grind ' tm  up an ' cook ' tm  in yore food an ' dat ' ll involve live roaches in yo ' . 

An ' ah kin take rattlesnake dust , yo ' undahstan ' an ' put it in yore food . Yo ' 
kin take any kinda animal - any kinda animals hide or somepin lak dat an ' grind 
it up an ' cook it in a perso n ' s food , an ' dat ' ll cause ' em  tuh create inside of 
a person . 

YO ' KIN TAKE ANY KINDA DOG BONE AN '  GRIND IT UP AN ' PUT IT IN A PERSON FOOD. 
DAT ' LL CUZ DOGS TUH REVEAL IN ' EM . WHAT ' LL COME INSIDE OF ' EM ,  A SMALL DOG. 
ANY KINDA ANIMAL BONE AN 1 GRIND IT UP . 

[ She means a real dog , no t a water dog or mud puppy , the latter fr equent!� 
appearing a s  live things in persons - many examples in HOODOO . ]  

RAGGEDY MAN 

YO ' GIT DOWN FLAT DOWN ON DE GROUN ' 
AN ' YO ' SLIDE DE LENGTH OF DE MAN 'S GRAVE DE HEIGIIT OP 'Ill 

IF HE BE FIVE FEET TEN� YO ' SLIDE SIX FDar 
DAT GIVE DE FULL LENGTH OF DE GRAVE 

DEN YO 1 GIT CHEW NINE BRAN ' -NEW EIGB!f-PENRY aiLS • • •  
GIT A OLE PIECE OF WOOD OR A TIE [RAILROAD] AB '  DRIVE '1111 IWU1l I'.1 

[ rKJOD OR TIE A COFFIN SYMBOL - 9 NAILS NAIL IT Sllln I8 S DAYS] 
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(WHAT IS THAT SUPPOSED TO DO?)  
DAT WILL SEND HIM TO HIS "LONG HOME" 

(NOW WHEN YOU ARE DOWN ON THE GROUND YOU SLIDE YOUR BODY ALONG?) 
YO ' GITS DOWN JES ' LAK A H 'M [ HE GETS DOWN ON FWOR] - LAK DAT 

[BEFORE THIS] AH USES MAH VERSES IN DE BIBLE 
DEN AH GIT DOWN JES ' LAK DAT [DEMONSTRATES ON FWOR WHILE I COMMENT] 

(YOU SLIDE ON YOUR BEHIND� YOU SIT DOWN ON THE GROUND 
AND YOU SLIDE THE LENGTH OF HIS GRAVE ON YOUR BEHIND) 

YES� DE LENGTH OF HIS GRA VE DEN YO ' GIT UP 

AH WENT TUH A OLE LADY DAT SELLIN ' "ROOTS" 
AN '  SHE GA VE ME A THREAD WIT NINE KNOTS IN IT 

AN ' TOLE ME TUH WEAH IT TILL AH WST IT • • •  
AN ' MAH HOME HAS BEEN JES ' AS' CALM AS 

DIS ROOM IS IN SILENCE NOW 

[TO DISCOVER WHO MURDERED THE DEAD MAN: ] 
EVAHBODY WOULD BE AST [ASKED] AS DEY COME TUH CALL 

TUH PLACE DEY HAN ' ON ' IM  AN ' WHOSOMEVAH DONE IT 
AS AH PLACE MAH HAN ' ON 'IM HE WOULD PURGE 

IF DAT DE ONE DAT KILL 'IM HE [CORPSE] WILL BLEED 
AN ' IF NOT - IF HE -DOES NOT BLEED 

HE WILL MAKE SOME NOISE - HE WILL GROAN 

FLORENC E ,  SOUTH CAROL INA 

[My comment to the microphone after informant 1310 had lef t the room provides 
the interview title RAGGEDY MAN : This fe l low who aame in hePe has on high [rubbeP ] 
boots and has t;he most ragged aoat and pants I have eveP seen in my life . For 
the f ir st time I bad seen the man a Z Z  tattePed and toPn. Only later did ! realize 
I had been talking to a swamper - a logging term , here meaning a busher , a man who 
clears away underbrush , fallen trees , etc . Swamp work once or twice had been 
describ ed ,  but this wa s  my only exper ience with a professional swamping costume . 
Its  owner , for a short interview , has a number of surprising r ites ; some of them 
an old theme with a new deta il or development , others completely new - like the 
f irst  t itle-quotation . What a surpr ise that was ! Imag ine this strange-looking 
man down on the floor o f  the interviewing room , scoot ing along , measur ing off a 
six-foot grave ! As you know, a dog in folklore measures off a grave . Did my 
visitor move forward or backwards? A dog always drags himself forwards . Blowing 
r it es being scarce , he adds a spec ial one to the folklore aoPpus - blowing 3 
t imes through closed fist . His 3 knots and 3 p ieces of  silver and 3 turnings 
round before throwing obj ect into running water is also unique . There are in
terest ing terms : wise man (not common) ; witah man (new) ; seven devi ls root (new) ; 
etc . Or iginal mater ial was taken down on cylinders C634 : 3-C 63 9 : 8  = 2 215- 2 2 20 . }  

About luck in gamblin ' .  Well , dere isn ' t anything ah know ' bout luck in gam
blin ' , if yo ' wants tuh gamble . We always have used salt an ' sulphur - shuffle 
it intuh dat deck . An ' in shuff l in 1 it intuh de deck ah always kept de salt an ' 
use it in mah lef ' -han ' pocket of mah hip . An ' ah always uses mah r ight han ' 
tuh pass it from de lef ' tuh de r ight , an ' tuh shuffle by  drawin ' wit mah lef ' . 
Dat ' s  tuh keep mah han ' mo ist wit dat . An ' de opposite man whut set de auff 
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[ cut ] , ah always put s a flyin ' auf! turned in dat pass , an ' pass de cuffs bebin '  
.e - dat ' s  a fast maPk [ too fast for me the author]  - an ' set s  i t  [deck] down an '  
hands three [ card s ] to ' im .  

[I  think he  means the opposite man cut s the card s and lays the cut = �� on 
the table . Informant then uses a flyin ' auff - either to sses the uncut half or 
lets it drop in dribbles onto the cut portion . Finally the j oined halves he 
picks up with his right hand and transfers to his left hand , which then holds the 
deck behind his back , where the right hand retakes the cards and replaces them on 
the table - a complete circle about his body having been made . This circle is a 
pro tective device - see MAGIC CIRCLE , pp . l23-1 2 5 . Moreover we mus t  not forget 
that this circle was made with salt , also sulphur , rubbed on the card s ; protec
tion for person rubbing but bad luck for an opponent - see 22 64- 2 2 65 , 2 268 , 
p . 641 . ] 

An '  as yo ' pass three tuh him , de salt is fasten tuh his [ hands ] - by its 
[being ] so sticky .  When ah set s it [ the cut deck] tuh him , gives it tuh him -

when he git it , den ' s [ then he ' s ] dealah den . [And informant receives three 
card s . ] Well , ah have de three diamond s in one han ' - dat de mo s '  card s , dere ' s  
no chance tuh git it unless he go t a fly auff right in front of  me . Well , ah ' m  
gotta [ something ] tuh him.  Dat ' s  de mo s ' ah kin tell yo ' ' bout gamblin ' .  

Ef ah git ho ld de strands of yore hair , ah would take it an ' cast it  into a 
bo t tle . Ah would use a little sulphur an ' castor oil , stop it up tight in de 
bottle an ' bury it undah yore step . 

(What would that do ? )  
Dat would call yo ' back tuh me . 
(Some woman would do that to me so that I would go back to her ? ) 

Yes . 
From yore lef ' arm git about three strands of hair an ' bury it  undah de step ; 

dat will take yore strength an ' PUT CHEW UNDAH DE TROMP OF ' ER FEET . 
(A woman would do that to keep him in her power? ) 
Keep yo ' in ' er powah . 
Ah 'm goin ' take yore pho tograph an ' cro s s  it - make a "X" , cro s s  it an ' make 

nine holes in it . 
(What would that do ? )  

Dat would cuz yo ' tuh die . 
(Now , how would you make the "X" ? Here ' s  the photograph . Do you make the "x" 

like this , or through part of  the corner ? )  
Yes sir , shoot nine holes in it . 
(You put the "X" in part o f  the corner? ) 
Yes sir , make it lak dis [ demonstrates ] . Cro s s  it lak dis - j es '  lak ab cross 

it lak dis . Dis is de pitchure settin ' dere , well yo ' cro ss  it from [d�trates] 
(Diagonally acro ss  the paper and you shoot nine holes in it . )  
Shoot de lef ' fir s ' .  
(The left what ? )  
De lef ' sid e .  An ' aftah de lef ' , come tuh de right . 
(And what will that do then? ) 
Dat will give yo ' a cancah , make yo ' sick - graz ' ly [ gradually] pass HO ' 'way. 
[Cancer is rarely mentioned in hoodoo . ]  
Dey tell me if yo ' want s tuh go down dere tuh have luck.  
(Down there to the forks of the road . ) 
Say , go down dere tuh de fo ' ks of  de road . Git chew a black cat, so tub de 

fo ' ks of de road an ' build yo ' a fiah an ' sweep de place [ this sveeping a rare 
detail ] ,  an ' put de live black cat in dere . Bo il  ' tm . till de bLack oat bone come 
tub - float tuh de top .  An ' take de one dat float tub de top an1 cast it intuh 
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yo re lef ' -han ' pocke t an ' walk away . [This is  a different version for BLACK CAT 
BONE , pp . 74-97 1 especially pp . B0-84 . ]  

--(What will that do ? )  
Dat whut chew t ell me - witch-man [ you become a witch-man] - same as de 

[ female] witches [ are witch-women] .  Yo ' kin do most any artistry . 
Jes ' lak yo ' goin ' somewhere an ' dey watch yo ' .  Dey go out dere an ' take yore 

track - go out dere an ' make de : "Name of de FathexoJ de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t .  
Amen. Hai Z Maxoy. " An '  grab de  track intuh de palms of mah han ' an ' tie it up 
intuh a knot in mah ban ' ke ' chuf an ' take it tub mah home ; den carry it tub some
where an ' throw it ' cross mah lef ' shouldah an ' come on back . Dat ' ll bring yo ' 
back . 

(Where do you throw that over your lef t  shoulder ? )  
By de runnin ' - some stream of watah - throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' 

j es ' don ' t look back. 
(What will that do then? ) 
Dat ' ll bring yo ' back from where yo ' is 1 if yo ' are gone . 
(You take i t  any one track? ) 
No sir 1 take it out de right . 
If someone wus tryin ' tuh thPow somep in out dere in de dirt - ah mean [ tryin ' ] 

tub inj ure yo ' ,  an ' if yo ' knowed de per son - not knowed it 1 j es '  believed it 1 
yo ' d  buy yo ' one li ' le sulphur an ' a li ' le salt an ' [ take] a li ' le chambexo Zye 
[ three ingredients ]  an ' bxooadcast dat tuhgethah. Dat ' d  kill dat germ an ' fix it . 
An ' who it  wus 1 dat wise man should come dere - de conscience would give [ it ]  yo ' ,  
too . Believe direct who i t  is 1 den yo ' only takes a silvah spoon an ' walk tub de 
right of  de s t ep s  • • • •  

(That will kill the germ? ) 
Dat kills de germ. 
(That ' s  all you do then , put out that silver spoon? ) 
Yo ' take yo ' a silvah spoon - not a brass  spoon , a silvah spoon , an ' walk tub 

de right of dat step , an ' ast de Lord , pray tub de Lord an ' say whut wus pu t down 
an ' beg fo ' nuthin tub harm yo ' . Yo ' will fin '  yore enemies down dere 1 an ' yo ' 
will take it  [buried obj ect ]  out . an ' pick it up wit yore lef ' hand an ' walk away 
wit it . Don ' t put it  about in yore pocket . Yo ' walk tub de same strem dat chew 
wu s  workin ' befo ' an ' drap it in � Don ' t nevah broke it . Dose [ throws ] it in de 
stream. If she goes up de stream , it ' s  bad ; if she goes down de stream, it ' s  
done [ good ] . [This i s  a divination rite ; for many more see DIAGNOSIS , pp . l 65-2lh ] 
----(If  they bury something out there? )  

Anything buried . 
(Then you pick up the silver spoon? ) 
Yes sir . See , dat silvah takes dat ' feet [ ab sorbs the geP�m or poison - s ee 

SILVER , pp . 484-493 . ]  De  silvah takes dat ' fee t from yo ' .  
Dey take yore fingahnails or de dirt from undah yore fingahnails an ' ruins yo ' 

wi t yore couxoage an ' yore min ' . Yo ' git  scattered an ' yo ' git  frantic an ' yo ' 
don ' t know whut yo ' are doin ' . Yo ' git nervous an ' yo ' kinnot git  chure min ' on 
anythin whut yo ' supposed tub have . It be  j es '  lak if yo ' b e  reconciless tub a 
anythin ' - yo ' couldn ' t  be reconci�ed tub a thing . 

(What would they do with that s tuff then? How would they use that?  What would 
they do with it? ) 

Dey takes it  an ' pounds it an ' buries it . 
(Just bury i t  in the ground . )  
Well , if yo ' had someone dat chew wanted tub rent ' em  a house - yo ' wanted tub 

bring ' em tub yo 1 1  yo ' would go out in some close places anywhere an ' when yo ' 
sees some ole shoes , cast ' em  tub yore house - own house or tub yore home . An ' 
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pile dose shoes an ' burn ' em - put sulphur on ' em an ' burn ' em.  Dey ' ll burn down 
tuh a ashes . Yo ' take dat a shes an ' yo ' throws it  out an ' d en when yo ' tbravs it 
�� yo ' prays tuh de Lord fo ' yor e luck tuh come on . An ' two tub oae, if dere 
weren ' t nobody in de nex ' house ,  dat ' s  yor e luck is comin ' tuh yo ' . 

(Somebody will come and r ent the house? ) 
Someone is comin ' . 
Well , now if yo ' had a house an' ah wus r entin ' da t house an ' yo ' had forced 

.e tuh git out . Yo ' want me tuh git  out an ' ah d idn ' t wan '  tuh g i t  out . Vell, 
ah would go out an ' ah would go tuh de woods an ' ah ' d  visit de seven devils. 

(What ' s  that? ) 
Dat ' s  a li ' le root in de woods - it ' s  called de seven devi ls , it ' s  got seven 

knotted j o int s in it . An ' ah would take dat seven devi ls an ' ah will boil it in
tub boilin ' ho t watah ; ah would boil it  t ill it come tuh a t ea .  I will drink dat 
tea an ' de remains of da t t ea ah will bury it  intuh de basebo ' d  of dis house or 
�h de do ' s  of  de  house  - undah each d o '  - an ' it wouldn ' t  be  worth while fo ' 
anyone else  tuh come dere , an ' yo ' couldn ' t  hardly move [me out o f  tha t  house] . 

(Has that root any other name? ) 
No sir , j 'es ' call it seven devi ls . 
(What does it look like? Has it any flowers or anything? )  
Well , it ' s  a plant da t j es ' lak a blacksnake roo t . Yo ' kin hardly when yo ' 

see it - hardly tell it  from a bramble brier . When it  grows up every j o int of 
it , it looks mo ' like it - EF AH ' D  HAD DE TIME AH COULD SHOW YO ' A PIEC E .  De 
plant of it  looks lak de bramble br ier , only it  has a strip [ str ipe? ] in it . Dey 
' bout an eighth of an inch apart .  

(These j o ints? ) 
Yes sir - an eighth � a inch,  not a inch.  
(Has it any leaves or ' anything? ) 
Yes sir , j es '  a f ew leaves - looks j es ' about lak a blacksnake root . It a 

bush an' it grows j es '  about dat high [demonstrates] . 
(One foo t high from the ground . )  
If she have a husban ' an ' she wanta s tay out at night , she could lay down wit 

him de f irst  of de night . Den she git up an ' take her teddies , dat she weahs 
ueah tuh ' er ,  an ' she turn ' em on de r ight s ide  [ inside  out ] an ' spread dem ovah 
his fac e ,  r ight ovah dere a s  if he lookin ' at  her , pull de sheet back ovah dere 
dere tuh his nose.  He lay r ight der e  t ill she come back,  if it ' s  de nex ' .. � .  

(Wha t do you mean , you turn them on the r ight s ide  - turn them inside out ! )  
D e  s id e  nex ' tuh ' er .  She take an ' turns ' em wrongs ide out , lak dat yo ' see, 

an '  she cast ' em ovah his fac e lak dat . 
Now if it  someone lak me [a doctor ] ,  ah would go ahead an ' go tuh saaevhere 

dere fowl in de yard , an ' watch dey chickens , an ' de fust [ f irst ] black beD ah 
aee make a ac t ,  git dat li ' le bit in a papah . Take it an ' rub it on dat place 
[where someone b i t  you] . Take it fo ' a salve . Use some vasel ine tuh it - add 
it an '  use it as a salve,  an ' evah t eeth [ one]  by one comes out . 

(All the t eeth will come out ? )  
Yes s ir . 
Well , a man kin take a woman ' s  chamber lye - take it an' cast it off aa.e aay. 

an' wet a towel an ' he ' ll set an ' bathe wit it , an ' bathe her �t �t . It wi1l 
keep her down t uh him . 

(Whose  chamber lye would he use? ) 
He would have tuh use his ' n . 
(He would j ust wet the towel in his own chamber lye. ) 
He kin use her chamber lye a t  t imes he kin ketch it - jea1 lak abe sleepin' . 
Den he kin take da t chamber lye an ' kin feed ' er . She k1D feed ' :Ia  on · it an' 
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j e s ' ruin ' im .  Or he kin feed ' er o f f  it an ' ruin ' er .  
(What would it do to them ? )  
I t  won ' t  kill ' em a tall o r  won ' t  hurt ' em; j es ' pu t eithah s id e  down undah 

one ano thah ' s  feet . 
Now, yo ' kin take a woman ' s  sick clo th an ' yo ' goes _ tuh de wood s .  Take it an ' 

wrap it up in somep in nice . Take it  an ' go somewhere dat chew - d ig yo ' a hol e ,  
o r  c u t  chew a hole i n  same wood - whut chew call whut d ey makes d o s e  things . Bo ' 
yo ' a hole in a tree wit about a one or two -inch augah . S tick dat sanitary in 
dere an ' take yo ' a cork an ' bury it in dere . Stop it up . Dat clo se her nature 
fo ' any man . 

(But you? ) 
But me . She can ' t have no one but me ' cuz ah ' m  go t dat . 
A woman kin take a man ' s  nature , if a man had intahco ' se wit ' er .  She take 

it - take a ,  her han ' chuf , blow three times . 
(What does she blow her breath on? ) 
In her ban ' - do j es '  lak dat [ demonstra tes ] .  If she had intahco ' se wit me , 

she ' d  git up an '  do j es '  dis way [ demons trates ] - she s tr etchin ' it [ hand ] fust . 
She take her ban ' an ' j es ' blow [ demonstrates ] .  

(BLOWS THREE TIMES RIGHT THROUGH HER CLOSED F IST . She has hold o f  you - on 
her hand when she blows over it . Then what does she do ? )  

She takes dat an' she puts it intuh a bo ttle . She takes dat an ' put s it in a 
bo t tle an ' aftah she puts it in a bo ttle , she takes a bran ' -new cork stoppah an ' 
she s top s it up tight . An ' she takes it a t  wher esomevah she sleep an ' she put s  
it undah d e  house up neah by her , or by some po s t  or by some two-by-fo ' in de 
house somewhere . If she can ' t do dat , she ' ll take it an ' cas t  it  out an ' she ' ll 
bury it , an ' yo ' can ' t have nobody but her - yo ' can ' t have no nature fo ' no 
o thah woman . Yo ' be risin ' but chew can ' t do no busines s .  

( She simply j ust put s  your nature in tha t  bo ttle? ) 
Yes sir . 
Well , now, j es '  lak she d id dat . He ' ll mes s roun ' wit ' er ag ' in - dat ' s  may

be his wife , an ' she uses a d ishrag . Well , he do de same thin ' tuh her - pays 
her r ight back. He ' ll go ' head an ' have intahco ' se wi t her an ' git ' er where 
she kin have quick ' fee t ;  an ' soon as she have quick ' fee t ,  she say , "Ah have . "  
Den he ' ll take da t  d ishrag , j es '  take it . An ' he has de dishrag - he done s tole 
de dishrag . He takes da t greasy d ishrag an ' he wipes ' er .  He may no t git it 
o f f , but he git de principle dat ' s  her s . He haven ' t  discharge . He takes dat 
dishrag an ' he folds it up . He roll s it j es '  lak he roll a han ' chuf , j es '  lak 
dat , an ' HE ' LL TIE THREE KNOT S  IN IT , AN ' IN EACH KNOT HE ' LL TIE A P IECE OF 
S ILVAH . Or he will take dis trip - he will take dis TRIP TUH DE CREEK - undah
s tan 1 1 r ight immedia te - TURN AROUN ' THREE TIME AN '  IN DE THREE TIME , THROW IT 
AS FUR AS SHE ' LL [ the cloth will ] GO . [ This is a unique over-the-shoulder r i te . ] 
Then he go t his nature back , an ' now he go t her s . 

· (He threw that dishrag over his should er ? )  
Jes ' lak ah wus gp in ' an ' had d i s  han ' chuf in d i s  pocket , ah ' d  walk heah 

[ demons trates ] .  
(You turn around three t fmes when you get down there . And then the third 

turn,  j ust fl ing it around your should er . )  
Well , yo ' see , when yo ' - when yo ' turn good yo ' walked o f f . 
(What d id you say she d id when they are together ? You said she does s ome

thing . )  
When she makes ' er ' charge [ d ischarge ] ,  he don ' t ' charge . 
Well , dat li ' le bow ,  yo ' take dat li ' le bow o u t  de back o f  d e  hat whut chew 

weah , an ' dey take it an ' yo ' ' noint s it in turpentine , sulphur an ' castor o il 
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[three ingred ient s ]  tuhgethah . Den yo ' take dat bow an ' take yo ' aae �· 

2195 

Bave a special per son tuh name dat chew knows whut have been dead fo ' a CDaaider
able t fme .  Yo ' walks tuh de graveyard lak dat an ' yo ' prays a prayab. de OMr 
Fathah 's Pzoayah . Den yo ' ast fo ' de wish - whut chew wish tuh do . Takes Gill! 
brown penny an ' turns de face down - turns de penny down , payin ' today. � ._� 
bow an ' set it in down dere . Put dat bow right on dat penny an ' yo ' cov.ah lL !P• 
An '  turn to de no ' th side - turn yore back an ' walk three steps an ' pray aa'� 
an '  go on back home . An ' de man , dat ah tooken de bow from ,  has lo st all seaae -
he j es '  goes whut dey calls stark cra zy . 

(Now the la st t fme you turned your back to the north . And you pray ? )  
Yes sir , when yo ' turn . See , yo ' pay - pay de da id an ' yo ' r isen to de no' � 

side, an ' yo ' turn j es '  in dat d irec t ion - dat lef ' de dead behin ' . All r ight . 
Yo ' walks three s t eps , study [ st eady] , den yo ' stop an ' g ive de same prayah ag 'iD. 
as yo ' f irs ' walked tuh de daid an ' ast dem . Af tah yo ' do dat , an ' pray yore laa ' 
prayah den an ' make yor e  wish desir e  an ' go on back home . 

(Then he goes cra zy . )  
Ah heah dey say yo '  could g o  tuh de graveyard - j es '  lak dat someone wus ag'iD

st me in d is town an ' ah want ed tuh perish dem away . Ah would take de same amount 
o f  three pennies an ' go PAY WHITE OR COLORED , needn ' t  have no special name - pay 
de sinnah grave . Take - go take de haid tuh de foot an ' turn it [ graveboards] . 
Jes ' lak it set t in '  lak dat an ' when ah git ' em down tuh de f eet , ah turn ' em lak 
dat . S t icks ' em  right back down . Pay de daid fo ' de sinnah . Take de same amount 
of dir t  af tah yo ' paid de pennies , in de palm of yore han ' an ' car r ies it back tuh 
dis spec ial per son house an ' throw it . An ' he ' s  compelled tuh move . 

(Now, here ' s  the headboard r ight there . Take it down to the foot and you turn 
that around l ike that so that the face of the headboard will face back to the 
head again . Then you take the f oo tboard and take that up to the head . You turn 
the foo tboard around so that it will st ill face the grave . ) 

Ah ' ve heard - MAH MOTHER TELL ME DIS . Dat chew could TAKE A LOOKIN ' GLASS 
DURIN ' DE ECLI PSE OF DE SUN an ' take de lookin ' glass an ' go tuh de grave , GO TUB 
DE WELL ,  AN '  SHINE IT DOWN INTUH DE WELL , an ' yo ' could see if it ' s  yore wif e or 
yore sweetheart comin ' befo ' yo ' .  Y o ' could see in de bo t tom o f  d e  well . An' if 
yo ' soon will die , de cof f in will come rollin ' up an ' show de pitchure of dat an '  
yo ' see i t  i n  de glass plainly . 

(When there is an eclipse of the sun , then you go out to the well and hold 
that mirror or that glass over the well . )  

Blacksnake r o o t  is good tuh nuse [ us e ]  in de homes f o ' hear t trouble , nerves . 
broken down systems an ' any bad ' fee t dat chew have tuh de body . 

(What would you do with that root - j ust bo il it and take the tea? ) 
No , AH JE S '  HOT DE WATAH AN '  PO ' IT OVAH DE BLACKSNAKE ROOT an ' take de �ea -

somep in lak dat . AH ' LL TAKE IT AN '  PO ' IT IN A LI ' LE WHISKEY AN '  NUSE IT .  (SSe 
DOCTOR AND ALCOHOL , p . 2 9 2 ,  and many places . ]  

If  yo ' had a good peaceable home an ' ah wus a person wan '  tuh tear yore � 
up . All r ight . Yo ' got  a pair of shoes . Ah ' d  go tuh yore house an '  ah'd a�eal 
one o f  dose shoes - ah ' d  s t eal de lef ' f oo t ,  dat ' s  de heart side . Ah'd �eal de 
lef ' shoe . D en ah would take dat shoe an ' ah ' d  go tuh work an ' git .a aa.e sul
phur ,  some salt an ' red peppah [ three ingredient s ] , ano int dat shoe an' barn� 
shoe . Take dat powdah of dat shoe an ' bury it , an ' yo ' won ' t have uatbfa den but 
a tore up home all de t fme . Yo ' j es '  be ' s  all - don ' care bav careful yo ' have 
been , dere j es '  be dat flusterated t fme all de t fme .  Dat ' s  de .... �hiD' dat 
happened tuh me j es '  a f ew months ago . 

(Someone d id that to you? ) 
Yes sir , dat wus done r ight heah on X street , 317 � 
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git chew nine bran ' -new eight-penny nails an ' den yo ' goes somewheres neah tuh 
' is home an ' g i t  a ole piece o f  wood o r  a [ railroad ] t ie an ' drive ' em intuh i t . 

(What is that suppo sed to do ? )  
Da t will send him to his long home . 
(Now when you are down on the ground , you slide your body along ? ) 

Yo ' g i t s  down j es '  lak ah ' m  [ he gets down on f loo r ]  - lak dat . Ah uses mah 
ver s es in d e  Bible , d en ah git down j es ' lak dat [ d emo ns trates on f loor while I 
comment ] .  

(You slide on your b ehind . you s i t  down on the ground and you slide the length 
o f  hi s grave on your behind . )  

Yes , d e  length o f  his grave . D en yo ' g i t  up . Dat a in ' t  d e  end o f  dat . All 
r ight , yo ' go t c hur e leng th of ' fm• yo ' done read yore verse back tuh de end ; but 
yo ' don ' t read de end of dat verse unt il yo ' g i t  tuh his plac e .  

(Unt il you g e t  t o  his place . )  
Yes , a t  his place .  D en yo ' use do s e  same wo rds ag ' in :  Name of de FatheP� Son 

an ' Holy Ghost. 
(Then you drive tho se nails into his house o r  some p iec e of wood near his 

house . ) 
[Into his house must have been added during a st oppage of record ing machine . ]  
Some plac e near where he go t ta be visit ovah - dat he go tta visit ovah dat yo ' 

see . Ah could [ go to ] his do ' an ' ah could drive it [ in]  yore do ' s t ep de same . 
[The prec eding sliding-man r i t e  i s  my only example of the b elief . Informant 

did no t make it up . Are there parallels elsewhere? Could the r i t e  have b een 
sugges ted by a comb i na t ion of the following r i t es f rom the dog wo rld ? If you see 
a dog wiping his behind on the sidewalk� somebody is saying nasty things about you 
(FAC I 2nd ed . ,  2 2 7 0 ,  p . 90) ; A dog that aPawls on his belly and moans is measUPing 
his masteP 's  gPaVe (14 7 1 9 , p . 6 7 6 ) ; A dog that lies on the gPound in jPont of you 
and stPetahes himself is measUPing yoUP gPave (14 7 2 0 ) ; and A dog that lies in 
fPont of a dooP and stPetahes is measuPing a gPave foP someone in the family 
(147 21) . ]  

[A no t e  at this po int in the sheet s  o f  the o r ig inal transcrip t ion read s : 
pp . 44-49 omitted foP pPesent . These pages were probably a little raw about sex .  
They are no t i n  volumes 1 and 2 .  Maybe they are somewhere i n  the mat erial yet 
to b e  published . ]  

When yo ' go out tuh hunt money dat buried , yo ' goes out an ' yo ' has a money 
maahine wi t chew. Yo ' goes wit d e  machine an ' yo ' rod . Yore rod commenc e tuh 
do dat [ d emons trates by quivering ] when yo ' g it clo sah tuh it . When yo ' git 
c lo sah tuh it , den yore rod signs [ sing s ? ] .  See , when it signs , dat light come 
on out - de light , de compass yo ' know whut yo ' have tuh f ind wit i t , de money . 
An ' aftah yo '  f in '  it d ere , den yo ' Pods it [ •  drive rod partly down into ground ] . 
D en yo ' takes a halfa do llah an ' yo ' takes it an ' yo ' files it intuh dust , an ' 
j es '  where yore rods at , [ you pull up the rod and ] yo ' takes an ' force it �ilver 
dus t ]  down dat ho le an ' push two rods down dere lak dat - angles [ demonstrates ] . 

(Cro s s  them . )  
[This is making a sign o f  the c ro s s  with st eel over spirit guarded treasure . ]  
S t icks one right down ovah dat one , an ' d e  third right on each s ide of i t , 

' ca rdin ' tuh yore compass . Den yo ' go back den an ' who somevah ga in ' wit yo ' .  
(When do you go back there? ) 
Go back dere at night at t en a ' c lock o r  twelve a ' c lo c k - t en or twelve an ' 

read yo ' a ver s e  f rom de Bible . Read de verse f rom de Bible when yo ' git dere . 
Den yo ' beg in tuh dig an ' no one says anythin ' a tall . But de fust one dat j es '  
grunt Ugh , yo ' don ' git nuthin . 

(That is all you have to do ? )  
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Yes sir . 
(THIS FELLOW WHO CAME IN HERE HAS ON HIGH [RUBBER] BOOTS AID BAS '!liB IIOST 

llAGGED C OAT AND PANTS I HAVE EVER SEEN IN MY LIFE . ) 

A "DOCTOR" MAKING "BADGES "  KNEW "DOCTOR" HARRIS-SON OF FLOIU!BCB 

IF YO ' GON 'A MAKE A "LUCKY CHARM" 
YO ' TAKE Tr-KJ PIECES OF LODESTONE 

AN ' YO ' WOULD TAKE SOME OF DAT "MAGIC SAND " • • •  
IF YO ' WANTS YORE MONEY TUH COME LARGE 
YO ' PUT TWO [SILVER] QUARTAHS IN DERE 

IF YO ' WANT IT TUH COME SMALL 
YO ' PUT A [SILVER] DIME IN DERE • • •  

YO ' WEAR DAT FO ' A "BADGE" - LUCKY YO ' KNOW • • •  
AFTAH YO ' USE DAT "CHARM" [OR "BADGE"] 

PUTS WHISKEY ON IT OVAHNIGHT AN ' • • •  
NEX ' MA WNIN ' • • •  DROP A LITTLE PERFUME ON DERE 
AN ' MAKE YORE WISHES AN ' PUT IT [ "BADGE"] ON 

AN ' ANYTHIN ' YO ' WANTS IT COME YORE WAY 

IF YO ' HA VIN ' BAD LUCK 
YO ' KETCH A FISH AN ' YO ' STICK 'IM • • •  

AN ' TURN 'IM BACK - LOOSE 'IM • • •  
AN ' DAT CHANGE YORE LUCK 

FIX IT [GRAVEYARD DIRT] • • •  SULPHUR • • •  SALT [ 3  INGREDIENTS] • • •  
ROLL IT TILL IT COME TUH A DUST� DEN • • •  

IF YO ' WAN 'A BRING PLENTY FRIEN 'S� PLENTY PEOPLE • • •  
STAN ' OUTSIDE AN ' BLOW DAT [DUST] BACK IN DE HOUSE • • •  

AN ' MAKE YORE WISHES 
AN ' EVAHTHIN ' WILL COME KINDA LAK YO ' WAN '  IT • • •  

IF YO ' DOIN ' ANY KINDA BUSINESS 

FLORENCE , SOUTH CAROLINA 
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[As the title states , our doctor knew the man who succeeded the celebrated 
Doctor Harris o f  Florence (see 308 0 ,  p .8 9 7 ;  also WOMAN WHO GOT SANCTIFIED ABD 
DOCTOR HARRISON OR HARRIS , p . 908 ) . I have chosen the title and f ir st t�tle quo
tation because it  is  my only example of a hand. or mojoh (jomoh)  or tob]J be.1Dc 
called a badge.  The feeding of this badge is  also unusual (see HARD FIIEDIJIG, 
p . 578 ) . Those brackets [SILVER] before QUARTERS and DIME are intended to ahow 
tha t these present silverless coins o f  the United States o f  America are � 
less  in hoodoo  rites , silver being necessary.  Second title quotation, aaatber 
only example , displays the versatility of our doctor 's mind . If you are iD had 
luck, every believer knows that someone has put a spell on you. You are never 
responsible for anything in witchcraft or hoodoo ; someone else .ade JOD a drunk
ard and took away your husband (see 78 • p .  3 3 )  • Our doctor 's c:me for had luck 
is an o ld one in witchcraft ,  that of  drawing blood from a witch. Siace you do 
not know who the witch or offender is , you use a sub s titute, drawiDc blood from 
a f ish - o f  course you talk to the fish . Our informant alao sives a DUmber of 
o ther rare rites : 3 graves ,  those of  2 women and 1 man; pepper for evil, salt or 
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sugar for good (depending on  whose ox is being gored ) ; to bring back murderer ; 
9 broken broomstraws ; etc . My long comment in oaps dur ing interview demonstrates 
how helpful a contemporary description can be in clarifying the ac tion. A most  
valuabl e  part  o f  this interview was removed to  become a part of my data on Doctor 
Harris o f  Florence and Doctor Buzzard o f  Beaufort - see 308 0 ,  p . 8 97 .  This mate
rial of informant 1332 appeared on  cylinders C712 : 5-C717 : 4  = 2293-2298 . ]  

Dey had fo ' pins an ' two li ' le balls o f  hair in a bottle wit some perfume in 
�· Dey said dat wuz tub make sharp love . 

[The term sharp Zuak for pins or needles is common,  but sharp love is rare . ]  
(Where d id they put that ? )  
Dey had it  put i n  a close cornah in dey roo� where dey stayin ' at . 
(Let it stay in the chamber Zye . )  
[My comment in the preced ing parenthesis ind icates that chamber Zye or ur ine 

was ment ioned before recording began . ] 
Dey say dey kin run yo ' crazy wit dat . 
(How would they do that? ) 
Well , some o f  ' em  says dey would put nine pins an ' nine needles an ' put dat 

hair , an ' dem needl es an ' dem pins , in a li ' le gourd or  sompin ' nothah , an ' put 
�n de watah , dey say goin ' up - where d e  stream goin ' up . It ' ll run yo ' crazy . 

[Water going up is the incoming tide going up a tidewater river . ]  
Dere ' s  a s imple thing yo ' kin do tuh bring 1 im back . Yo ' see , yo ' work yo ' 

tricks wit : de Fathah� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost.  Yo ' takes three pinches o f  
cheese , three pinches of flour , three of salt , an ' yo ' make a li ' le ball an ' yo ' 
gut it in de three cornahs of de bedroom . An ' yo ' call his name an ' talk to him, 
'In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost ,  ah want chew tuh res ' con
tented nowhere .  Ah want chew tuh be aggravated an ' terrified till yo ' bring 
evah piec e  back whut chew take away from me . " An ' yo ' put it back in de cornah 
an ' yo ' ' sposed tuh hear from 1 em  in 24 hours ,  or nine days . He ' ll shore git 
home in nine days . 

(You say you only put this in three corners o f  the room? ) 
Three cornahs of de bedroom, in yore room or  his room where he wuz sleepin ' 

at . He ' ll come back. 
Yo ' take nine pins an ' nine needles , dis way, an ' some of his watah , an ' yo ' 

turn dat bottle - turn it [point the neck o f  the bottle] intuh de house , an ' yo ' 
make so many wishes by it . Bury it . Dat ' ll stop ' im from runnin ' aroun ' . 

(Where do they usually bury that? ) 
Bury it comin ' intuh de house , tuh de steps turnin ' intuh de house . 
Turn d e  shoe bottom upwards .  Whatevah yo ' want, yo ' turn de shoe bottom up

wards an ' make yore wish . An ' yo ' kin nail it down wit ten-penny nails an ' [ or ]  
whatevah yo 1 wanta do wit de  sho e .  

I f  anybody stole anythin ' from yo ' ,  yo ' could make ' em  br ing i t  bac k .  
Well , i f  anybody stole sompin from yo ' ,  [ you] could take three pinches o f  

bread crumb s ,  three of salt , an ' three o f  lard , an ' yo ' put dis on de f iah - LAK 
DAT FIAH DAT ' S  BLAZ IN ' [ IN THE INTERVIEW ROOM] . 

[ Informant is correc t ,  THERE WAS A BLAZ ING FIRE IN THE ROOM WHERE WE WERE 
TALKING . I made a note about it while I was in the room alone . (This room that 
I am working in is as  cold as  ice ,  although the sun is shining out sid e  and it is 
probably about . 70 degrees . My no se is dripping and I suppose I ' ve got a terrible 
cold . Ought to warm this room up some tomorrow. ) This means I d id not start the 
f ire until the f ollowing day . For the quotations , the material in the two paren
theses , see HOODOO , vol . l ,  INTRODUCTION, p . XXXVII , lines 18-22 . ]  
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An '  if yo ' know de person name , yo ' would call dere name [�e �be £ire 
blazes ] ,  an ' yo ' says , "Ah don ' mean f o ' yo ' tuh res ' contente«!,. ab -- £o ' p '  
tuh b e  aggravat ed an ' terr if ied , In de Name of God de Fathah, de Son. tm1 de JJoZ. 
Ghost, t ill yo ' returns sech-an ' -sech a thing back whut chew stolen fraa .e.• 
An' yo ' say da t while da t f ire ' s  burnin ' hot . An ' dat person will be a&BJB .. � 
an1 will be up set in de bra ins an ' mind , t ill dey returns da t back tub yo ' . 

Weah it [ ha t  bow] in de bottom o f  de shoe or weah it in her stockin ' . De7 .. y 
da t  will make a man c ome back, make him love yo ' .  

(Tha t  l ittle bow in the back o f  his ha t ? ) 
Yes . 
If a person i s  away fr om yo ' an ' yo ' want ' em  tuh c ome back, yo ' wanta briDB 

' em  back wit da t pitchur e .  Yo ' put da t p itchur e ovah a glass o f  wa tah undah yore 
baid an ' let it set dere so many days an ' night s ,  an ' da t per son will return back . 
----If yo ' stan ' i t  up on de ha id , why da t per son will be neah by crazy t ill dey 
git back tuh to ' . 

Dey say yo kin take a per son ha ir , if yo ' wan ' dere love tuh grow . Yo ' ..&!!. 
tuh a tree , a growin ' tree on de ea st side an ' yo ' bur y  da t thing der e .  Na il it 
� so many days , wit twelve tacks or t en-penny na ils , an ' da t per s on love will 
gr ow f o ' yo ' . 

Well , i f  yo ' got any · bus iness yo ' wanta ' t end tuh , or anythin ' ,  yo ' goes tuh 
de grave . Yo ' &o tuh two women grave an ' one man [ 3 graves ] an ' yo ' take up dat 
haidbo ' d . Yo ' call ' em ,  call de dead , an ' tell ' em yo ' c ome tuh dem f o ' he ' p , 
in ordah tuh he ' p  yo ' g it sech-an ' -sech a per son outa j a il , or yo ' want ' em  tuh 
grant sech-an ' -sech a thin ' . An 1 yo ' pays ' em  f o ' da t .  Put a penny about where 
dey brea s t  is . Yo ' take up de ha idbo ' d  an ' j es '  lak it wuz set t in ' heah , lak 
[ you] in front of it , yo ' turn it roun 1 [ d emonstra tes ] .  See , yo ' change dere 

min ' s .  
(And then you put tha t  headboard r ight back in the same hole . )  [ I  am describ

ing his ac t ion . ]  
Right back in de same hole . All yo ' do is change it . An ' den yo ' goes - � 

Be [ went ] tuh de man . Now, yo ' wan ' he ' p ,  [ you g o  to ] dese two [ dead ] wimmins 
tuh take care of wha tevah yo ' want tuh do , yo ' see . An ' yo ' pay ' em  all off wit 
pennies . An ' yo ' g it some of de dir t  from each grave [ each of the three graves] .  
Den yo ' carry da t dir t  home an ' DERE A WHOLE LOTTA WAYS YO ' KIN FIX DAT D IRT . 

(Tell me wha t you do with that d irt . )  
Well , if yo ' wanta up set anybody , yo ' put some peppah in dere an ' salt . Dat 

will br ing de fr ien ' an ' keep de evil sp ir i t  away from yo ' .  
Well , j es '  lak dat ' s  out way [ out of the way or undes irable ] , thr ow it . 
( Throw it out in front o f  the house ? )  
Out in front o f  d e  house . 
If yo ' wanta do evil , yo ' use peppah ;  an ' i f  yo ' wanta do good , wouldn ' t use 

no peppah but use salt an ' sugah . 
Dere ' s  a whole lotta ways tuh f ix it . 
Yo ' kin f ix  it [ graveyard d ir t ] an ' git - yo ' kin git some sulphur . po8dah 

[ i t ] , an ' salt , an ' yo ' kin roll it t ill it come tuh a dust . Den yo ' k1a stan' 
out sid e  - an ' i f  yo ' wanta bring plenty fr ien ' s ,  plenty people - YO ' stAB' OUT
S IDE [YOUR HOUSE] AN ' BLOW DAT [ DUST] BACK IN DE HOUSE an ' make yore viabes . An' 
evahthin ' will c ome kinda lak yo ' wan ' it . 

(You do tha t  if you are bootlegg ing or something o f  that sort - sell1ag same
thing , you do tha t . )  

Yo ' do da t ,  yo ' know, j es '  lak if yo ' doin ' any kinda busiDess - a  restaurant 
or any kin ' a  bus iness .  

(You take that graveyard d irt , sulphur and salt , and blow it into your place? ) 
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Yes , dat ' ll bring good luck tuh yo ' .  
Jes ' lak if he kill a man an ' he got away , an ' yo ' wanta make him come back , 

yo ' kin go tuh de cemetery fo ' dat , too . Yo ' kin go tuh de c emetery an ' dey 
says , if yo 1 don 1 t know who did it , yo ' would say - j es '  lak if it wuz mah bro
thah , yo '  says , "Ah come , Daid , ah come tuh yo ' fo ' he ' p .  Mah bro thah ' s  been 
killed , mah brothah1 s been taken away from me an 1 ah don ' know how he come away 
from me , an ' whoevah done it . Ah don ' t mean fo ' dem tuh rest contented . Ah mean 
fo ' ' em , In de Name of God de Fathah,. de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , tuh be aggravat ed 
an ' terrif ied in dere min ' 1 t ill d ey come back . "  

Dey ' 11 c ome . 
But ah tell yo ' de bes ' thin ' dey says tuh make a per son tell a thin ' lak yo ' 

want ' em , is tuh go tuh d e  wood s an ' GO TUH A ELM TREE . An ' yo ' would F IN '  TWO 
L I 1 LE SWITCHES , an' yo '  take d em  an baid ' em tuhgethah lak da t [ d emonstrate s ] , 
an ' yo '  go an '  git a heavy rock . 

(YOU GET THOSE ELM SWITCHES AND YOU TAKE THOSE STEMS AND YOU BEND THEM LIKE 
THAT , LIKE YOU ARE MAKIRG A FORK - LIKE A "Y" . )  

Yes . 
Yo ' git de rock - yo ' pick out d e  twigs ,  yo ' know, in d e  day , an ' befo ' sun

r ise de nez ' mavnin ' ,  da t ' bout de t ime yo '  have tuh go dere an ' do dat . An ' � 
go dere an ' biDd dese two tuhge thah , an ' yo ' say , "Whoevah killed dis per son" -
or anythin ' yo ' wan' ' em  tuh do , yo ' j es '  make yore wishes , In de Name of GOd de 
Fathah,. de Son an '  de Holy Ghost .  An ' bow dese trees [ switche s ]  tuhgethah . An ' 
den yo ' say, "Ah don ' t  mean fo ' ' em  tuh res ' contented . Ah mean fo ' dem tuh be 
aggravated . " Dey got ta tell whut dey done , see . An 1 den yo ' put a rock on it . 

(A rock on these two twig s ? ) 
A rock on dese two twig s an ' weigh [ weight ] dem down , an ' dat p er son will have 

tuh tell - have tub come up . IF HE DON ' T ,  HIS HEART WILL BUST [ a  rare remark in 
hoodoo ] .  

[FORTUNATELY I BAD FORES IGHT ENOUGH AT THE TIME OF RECORD ING TO REDUCE THE 
PRECEDING WORDS TO MY FOLLOWING COMMENT : ] 

(YOU GO OUT TO THIS TREE BEFORE SUNR I SE , AND THERE ARE TWO TWIGS THERE ON THAT 
TREE , AND YOU BEND THEM TOWARD EACH OTHER - YOU DON ' T  CUT THEM OFF OR ANYTHING . 
THEY ARE STILL ON THE TREE . AND YOU " BOW" THEM TO EACH OTHER , BEND THEM TOWARD 
EACH OTHER . TilER YOU TIE A ROCK ON THEM TO KEEP THEM BENT DOWN . )  

Den yo ' weigh it down an ' dat person who done de crime , why on a c er tain day 
he ' ll go crazy or he ' ll tell or he ' ll br ing dat person tuh sight . Jes ' lak if 
dey had kill a person yo ' know an ' yo ' didn ' t know who done it . 

An ' yo ' take a bat - ketch a bull bat an ' take his heart an ' make a hand. Yo ' 
put it in a piece o f  cloth of sompin [ of some kind o f  ma teria l ]  an ' yo ' weah it . 
Say as lon ' a s  yo ' keep da t dey can ' t ketch yo ' .  

(Tha t  is for luck in gambling . )  
Dey say yo 1 kin meas ure a man [ foo t ]  track an ' t ie a kno t at each end [ o f  the 

measur ing string ] , or yo ' kin measure anythin ' about a man an ' t ie a kno t at each 
end , an ' den weah it roun '  yor e  laig for a stockin ' gar ter or anythin ' lak dat . 
He won ' go off . 

Well , she has connect ion wit a man ,  an ' aftah she gits through,  she ketch some 
of da t [ semen] in cotton or somp in an ' put it  in a bo ttle an ' stop it up . An ' he 
can 1 t go wit nobody but ' er .  Evah t ime he ' ll come tuh her , she 1 11 loose dat - de 
stoppah slightly . An ' den when he goes she s top it up t ight . 

(Where do you keep that bo t t le? ) 
Eithah in ' er trunk or somewhere ' bout ' er laigs . 
Yo ' go somewhere an ' g i t  a red onion . 
(This f ellow that ha s lo st his nature ? ) 
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Yeah , if he ' s  los t  it  by a tPick laid on ' im ,  or if he lo s t  it  by somepin bad 
[disease]  or somepin he ke tched in his laig [ walked over ] . But if he los t  it  on 
account of somebody tPicked ' im ,  he gits a red onion an ' cut a slice out i t  lak 
yo ' s  cuttin ' one , an ' rub s ' i sself down wit dat an ' throw dat one away . YO ' RUB 
WIT IT EVAH DAY AN ' YO ' THROW IT A DIFF ' REN CO ' S E [ course or direc tion ] TILL YO ' 
THROW IT TUH DE FO ' CORNAHS OF DE WORL ' ,  an ' wash it  wit sweet milk , an ' dat 
brings yore natUPe back tuh yo ' .  

(You mean you slice this onion - you slice it in four quar ter s  - j ust  like you 
do a watermelon? ) 

Jes ' lak yo ' do a watahmelon .  
(And each day he takes one o f  those slices and rubs  himself down . And then he 

throws one in each direc tion to the foUP coPnePs of the WoPld. ) 
Dat ' ll bring it [ natUPe ] back , an ' sweet milk , if he ' s  tPicked. BUT IF BE ' S  

ROT TRICKED , yo ' know , AN '  IT ' S  COME FROM ' I S KIDNEYS O R  SOMEPIN OTHAH lak dat 
co ' se he ' ll have tuh take somepin else . 

Well , dey says IF YO 1 WANTA BREAK UP ANYBODY , YO 1 WOULD RUN BACKWARDS NINE 
TIMES , and yo ' would write dat per son name an ' whut chew want on dat aig , an ' 
den yo ' must run backward . An ' den yo ' must throw dat . Br eak it  undah de cornah 
of yore house an ' dat will drive dem crazy . But dey didn ' t  break it on d e  cornah 
of de house , dey break it on mah do ' an ' it shore done whut dey break i t  fo ' .  

(Caused confus ion in the house? ) 
Cause confusion , lawsuits . 
(Now before he writes your name on that egg , he takes nine s teps backward s . )  
Yes . 
(What mus t  you do to win a lawsuit? ) 
Yo ' would read de  35 th Psalm , "Leave mah fate un to God an ' s trive . "  
L The opening words ar e ,  "Plead my cause , 0 Lord , wi th them that s trive with 

me . "  King James VePsion . ]  
Den yo ' gits nine , nine ' r  [nine or]  twelve sage leaves , an ' yo ' use de dis

ciples . Yo ' take dem twelve sage leaves an ' yo ' git a cheap pair of s tockin ' s  
an ' yo ' put six in each shoe wi t de  twelve d isc iple name on ' em , an ' yo ' go on 
tuh de trial . Yo ' go on tuh de co ' thouse .  An ' den yo ' have a li ' l e thin ' dey 
call d e  lucky glass . Yo ' hold dat in yore hand , shet it  up in yore han ' , an ' 
yo ' have in yore min ' dat chaptah whut chew read about , "Deliver me , "  an ' dose 
twelve disciples . 

L The complete verse of  the preced ing "Deliver me , "  is : "Deliver me , 0 Lord . 
from the evil man . "  Psalm 14 0 : 1 ,  King James VePsion . ]  

Dem twelve mens [on the j ury] , some of ' em won ' t  agree . Jes ' speak tuh ' ea  
[ silently ] holdin ' dat glass , an ' den yo ' come cleah . 

(What about the lucky g lass ? WHERE DO YOU GET THAT? ) 
[ There is no answer . I may have accidentally turned off  my record ing .. chine 

or suddenly have dec ided the question unimpor tant . The lucky g Lass ca.e fraa a 
hoodoo s tore . ]  

Well , if yo ' s  in love wit somebody , yo ' pull out one o f  his [ a  rooster ' s] fea
thahs , an ' run ' em in yore han ' s ,  yo ' know , an ' git ' em hot . [Heatiag aa.ethiQg 
in your hands by rubbing is fairly rare - a fric tion rite . ] See , rub 1 ea  in yore 
han ' s dat way , an ' git  ' em hot an ' git de gr ease ,  an ' den yo ' go an '  rab it ovah 
dat fellah ' s haid . Dey say , he go crazy mo s '  about chew. 

(You pull this feather out of a live roos ter . Any kind of a rooster?) 
Any kin ' of a roos tah , j es '  since i t  a year-o le roo stah . 
Yo ' git bulldog manure an ' dirt - an ' some of dis same graveyard dirt an ' red 

peppah ,  an ' yo ' kin br eak up anybody wi t dat . 
(How do you use it? ) 
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Well , yo ' uses it all tuhgethah , an ' den yo ' go an ' throw it  undah dere house 
any way yo ' wanta deal wit dat person.  

Well , j es '  lak if ah wanted any business wi t chew , well ah g i t  dat wood from 
dat tree an ' ah ' d  write chure name on it . 

(On a piece of that wood that has been s truck by lightning ? ) 
Yes . An ' af tah putt in '  yore name dere , ah ' d  turn it down an ' ah would sharpen 

dat-r;ne end of that piece of wood ]  an ' ah would bury it on de eas t  side - on de 
eas t  side of somepin. An ' whatevah ah want tuh be  done , it would happen . 

(You would drive that peg down into the ground some place - on the east side 
of some place . )  

Somet imes people wants tuh br eak up a man from ' i s j ob ,  wanta bring ' im off  
' i s j ob ,  dey would write dat  name on dat  Zightnin ' wood, den dey would turn it 
down - lay it down in de groun ' . Long as dat s tay dere he could nevah work no 
plac e . 

Dey say yo ' kin take a s traw from a broom an ' j es '  lak if anybody be ' s  heah , 
an ' yo ' don ' t  want ' em  in heah, yo ' take dem s traws from dat broom an ' yo ' break 
off so many pieces , nine pi eces . An ' j es '  walk through yore house breakin ' off . 
An ' den sweep dat straw out . Dat person will den leave dere , der e  business will 
go down lak dat . 

(You get nine straws from the broom and you walk through the house j us t  keep 
breaking them up? )  

Breakin ' dem up . 
Well , yo ' ketch a s nail , an ' j es '  lak if yo ' wanta take somebody nature or 

somepin othah ,  yo ' ketch dat snail an ' den yo ' rub it  in  yor e  han ' , an ' den when 
yo ' go tuh bed or somepin o thah wit dat person , yo ' rub dat ovah dat per son . It 
won ' t rise fo ' ' im. He don ' know whut hurt ' im .  

J es ' lak yo ' wanta carry somebody ' way , yo ' would write dere name on a p iece 
of papah an' yo 1 would grease it an ' sprinkle a l i ' le sugah ovah it , an ' dey 
would put mo lasses or somepin on it , an ' dey [ ant s ]  would eat all dat off . 

(What do you do with the paper after it is all finished ? ) 
Yo ' put it in de ant s ' nes t ,  de r ed ant s ' nes t ,  an ' dey ' d  eat , an ' eat ,  an ' 

eat ,  till dey carried off  all o f  dat , carried dat papah [ away ] . Dey would carry 
dat p er s on away j es '  lak dat . 

(What does it do to the person? Carry them away or kill them? ) 
Jes ' whatevah yo ' wr i t e  on  der e .  If yo ' want ' em tuh leave town , tuh move -

if yo ' write dat on dere . An ' if yo ' want it  tuh kill ' em ,  yo ' write dat a n der e .  
I f  yo ' an ' a man' s  in love an ' yo ' wanta fin ' out somepin ' bout ' im ,  yo ' &!! 

fo ' lemons an ' yo ' paint de fo ' po s tses of de baid . 
(You paint the four posts  of the b ed . ) 
Wit de lemons , wi t de fo ' lemons . An ' if he are tuh marry yo ' , or anythin ' ,  

he ' ll j es '  make yo ' a present of de fo ' lemons in yore sleep . But if he no t tuh 
marry yo ' ,  dere be mo '  den one woman comin ' .  Mah husban ' gave me a pr esent o f  
three lemons , but ah did marry ' fm.  

(What do  you do  with those lemons ? Do  you tie them on those  posts  or  what ? )  
No , yo ' j es '  rub ' em . An ' yo ' j es '  carry ' em - dere ' nuf f hole in dere tuh 

put , fo ' dat tuh s tay on  dat po s t .  
(You s tick them o n  top o f  each pos t ?  If they have a hole , then s tick one down 

on each pos t ? )  
Yes . 
[ The preceding lemon rite belongs to general folklor e .  For similar lemon 

rites , see FAC I , 1s t ed . ,  6998 , p . 346 ; 2nd ed . , 9067-9068 , p . 409 . ] 
Some people take a wasp an ' put live thin ' s in yo ' ; take a snake an ' do de 

same thin ' . Dey simply git de haid - cut de haid o f f  an ' dey put it in a powdah 
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box in some private plac e an ' let it dry off . When it  dry off dey .ake dat tuh a 
powdah , an ' give tuh d em  tuh eat o f f . D en dere will b ecome live ddn ' s  iD ' aa  
vhut ah heah . 

[AT THI S POINT IN THE INTERVIEW INFORMANT GAVE SOME INFORMATION ABmT TilE 
CELEBRATED DOCTOR HARRIS OF FLORENCE . THIS MATERIAL HAD TO BE REMOVED TO 1IECOJI! 
3080 , p . 89 7 ,  A PART OF MY DISCU S S ION ABOUT THE GREAT DOCTOR BUZZARD OF BEAUPORr . 
S .  CAR . ] 

Fo ' any favor s ,  yo ' know , lak ah would come tuh yo ' - lak ah would caae tub 
yo ' an ' say ah want so many dollahs . Any favor s yo ' wants from a person ,  sits 
de [ive-[ingah gPass , an ' yo ' would a - d i s  f ingah heah [ d emonstrat es ] .  

(That ' s  the f inger ' next to the little finger on the r ight hand . )  
Yeah , yo ' use dat fingah lak dat [ d emonstrates ] .  
(You put your thumb against that f inger next to the little finger on the right 

band . )  
Yeah , an ' d en yo ' put dat in yor e right-han ' pocket wit dat five-fingah grass, 

an '  d en yo ' talk tuh dat per s on about a favor - a sk ' em anythin ' yo ' want an ' dey 
quick tuh oblige yo ' .  

(You do that for when you want a j ob . )  
Well , yo ' go git a f ive-c ent package of b lueing , an ' f ive c ent s salt , an ' five 

cent s soda , an ' yo ' take nine teaspo ons of each . But yo ' c ouldn ' t  take nine of 
de blueing, but yo ' j es ' pu t some of d e  b lue ing in de watah [ from here on voice 
too low to transc rib e ] . 

[Author ' s  voic e comes in clear at the end : ] 
(You do that espec ially i f  you want to get a j ob . )  
[At this point my transcrib er makes a c omment : (Voic e is too low to make 

sense of thi s s tory . ) . ]  
Well , yo ' take a piec e  of lod estone , take one p iec e  - or two piec es ,  i f  yo ' 

vanta make a lucky charm . [Word ahar.m i s  rare in HOODOO . ]  If yo ' gon ' a  make a 
lucky charm , yo ' take two pieces of lodes tone , an ' yo ' would take some of dat 
magia sand wi t i t . An ' d en yo ' would put , if yo ' want s yore money tuh come larg� 
yo ' put two quar tahs in d er e ;  if yo ' want it  tuh come small , yo '  put a dime in 
dere . An ' den yo ' weah d a t  fo ' a bagge , luc ky yo ' know . Yo ' use whi skey on i t . 
[Feed it with whiskey . ]  Yo ' use whiskey sometime an ' yo ' use perfume sometime on 
it . Whi skey is b est , see , af tah yo ' use dat chanc e [ charm] . Put s  whiskey on it 
ovahnight an ' den de nex ' mawnin ' when yo ' git up , yo ' drop a li ' le perfume on 
dere an ' make yore wi shes an ' put it  [ charm ] on . An ' anythin ' yo ' want s ,  i t  caae 
yor e way . 

[ The prec eding lucky ahaPm or ahaPm is rare in hoodoo , magia sand is fairly 
common, but informant ' s  use of word badge for hand is otherwi se unknown . ]  

If yo ' havin ' bad luck , yo ' ketch a f i sh an ' yo ' s t ick ' fm  - he ' s  alive or 
samepin othah - an ' turn ' im bac k ,  loo se 1 im , an ' dat change yore luck. 

NEW WINE IN OLD BOTTLE S 

YUH TAKE DIS FROG AN ' SPLIT 'IM OPEN 'LIVE 
AN ' YUH RUN DAT STRING THROUGH HIS BACK 

AN ' IF YUH GOIN ' TUH A "SKIN GAME"� IF YUH GOIN '  JII1J 
DIS FROG WON 'T MOVE - YUH TCJrE HIM IN YORE POCKET 

BUT IF YUH GOIN ' LOSE ANYTHIN '� WELL DAT FROG WILL srARr JTMPIB ' • • •  
DAT STRING TELLS YUH WHETHAH YUH GOIN ' BE WCKI OR !lOT 

:tUH GOTTA TIE SO MANY KNOTS IN DIS srRIBG • • •  
WHEN YUH TIE DAT KNOT YUH GOTTA RAJIE 
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CALL SOME KIN ' OF A FUNNY NAME FO ' EVAH KlJOT YUH TIE 
AN ' DEN YUH TIE DEM KNOTS TILL YUH GIT RIGHT DOWN TUH DAT FROG 

AN ' DE LAST KNOT YUH GOTTA MAKE A CURSE OF SOME KIN ' • • •  
AN '  DEN IF DAT FROG DON 'T MOVE� YUH 'LL BE LUCKY • • •  

IF HE DOES MOVE • • •  YUH 'RE GOIN ' LOSE IN DE "SKIN GAME" 

FLORENCE , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[As the t itle of this int erview sugges t s , there is no thing startl ingly new 
about the ma t er ial within .  Old forms are used , but with a diff erence - like the 
title quo tation . Stmilar frog rit es appear in HOODOO (see last t itle quotation 
on p . 2113 and elsewhere) , but the present rite dif f ers greatly from the o ther s ,  
making it  my only example . Likewise , the common ant-hill rite is turned into one 
o f  those rar e  spiPal rites . Informant 1317 was recorded on c ylinder s C678 : 6-
C 681 : 3  = 2259-2262 . ] 

I t ' s  ' bout .akin ' love . Now,  whenevah yuh - j i s '  lak yuh ha s a boy fren ' an ' 
yuh doesn' t van '  ' fm  tub quit chew o r  somep in lak da t . Jis ' whenevah he goes out 
from de house , yuh git chew a li ' le t iny snuf fbox an ' yuh go es out dere , an ' yuh 
git j is '  de �ddle outa each one o f  ' is tracks f rom right tub lef t , t ill yuh git 
nine tracks . An' when yuh git do se nine tracks , den yuh drop ' em  intuh de snuff
box an 1 yuh shet it  up , an ' yuh tote dem intuh yore pocket fo ' nine days . An ' 
den yuh come back an ' go roun ' de house ' wards sunrise side [ C IRCUMAMBULATE THE 
HOU SE CLOCKWISE] an ' yuh come tub de steps an ' yuh po ' dat out r ight at de s t eps . 
An ' den yuh take de box an ' throw it undahneat '  d e  s t eps an 1 go ahead on . An ' 
den yuh come back in d e  house . An ' den yuh git a pinch o f  sulphur , an ' yuh git 
a li ' le pinch of salt , an ' a pod of red peppah ; an ' yuh take dat an ' yuh well mix 
� tuhgethah ,  an ' put dat intuh yore sho es an ' weah dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' I 
guarantee yuh da t  nuthin lak dat will happen . Yo ' always will keep fren ' s .  

(Well now, you do that with his tracks to do wha t ? ) 
Dat ' s tuh keep 1 tm .  
(And what do you put t h e  stuf f in your shoe for? ) 
Well , yuh see , yuh weah dat sulphur in yo re sho e j is '  when anybody come roun ' , 

j is '  lak anybody came roun ' yore house ,  lak he want s  tub git love wit ano thah 
woman an ' yuh don ' t wan ' ' im  tub go wit dis woman .  Yuh weah dat sulphur in yor e 
shoe in ' ca s ion [occasion = case] she come an ' put somepin roun ' yore house .  Yuh 
kin walk all roun ' dere an ' yuh won ' git dis stuff , see .  

(That ' s  the way that goes . )  
Jis ' about lak , yuh know, yuh wan '  someone - yuh know, yuh see someone yuh 

like an ' yuh wants tub fall in love wit ' em , an ' yuh want s tub keep ' em , dere b e  
anothah way yuh could do - j is '  lak , yuh know, tub have intahco ' s in ' , yuh know,  
tuhgethah lak dat . Why when yuh want s tub keep ' em , well evah t ime yuh know,  
have connec t ion,  somep in lak da t tuhgethah den yuh take , git chew a yard of white 
homespun . An ' yuh take it an ' evah t ime yuh have intahco ' se tuhgethah , yuh use 
dat , each one use it , an ' den evah t ime yuh use it , yuh tie a kno t unt il yuh git 
nine knots on it . An ' den yuh take dat an ' put it in a j ar an ' put de top on it . 
Dat ' s  j i s '  lak yuh don ' wan '  ' fm , yuh know, runnin ' roun ' wit othah women . Yuh 
t i e  nine kno t s  in it an ' put it in dat j ar an ' let it s tay fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
An ' den yuh take it an ' dig yuh a hole undahneat '  de s t ep s , an ' yuh put it undah
neat ' de st eps an ' let it stay dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' dat ' s  sure , he can ' t 
be wit nobody el se but chew . 
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Jes ' lak if he leaves ' er an ' she wants ' im  tub come back . Why. abe - 11 abe 
evah gits  in touch wit ' im  an ' kin git  ' im  tub huh house one tfme ,  vhy abe. jea' 
lak yo ' know women suppose tub be . She take about two drop s o f  huh ��� 
an ' she put s it intuh a gla ss . An ' den she takes two or three drops of �� 
an ' put dat wit it . An ' den she take dat an ' shet it up in a bottle an' abe pa� 
it  undahneat '  de  steps . An ' den if she kin evah git ' im  ovah dat one t�. he ' ll  
always come back . Dat ' s  de  way yuh do tub git  ' im  back . 

Let ' s  see how would she do tub gi t r id of ' im ,  now . Jis ' lak if she wants tuh 
git rid o f  a man , she would git two pods of red peppah an ' she gits some sulphur 
an ' �· An ' evah mawnin ' she ' d go roun ' de house wit dis salt an ' red peppah 
an ' sulphur . She ' d [ she would ] go roun ' de house fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' drop sa.e 
at dis windah,  an ' drop some at d e  othah windah . An ' den she ' d go an ' she ' d  put 
some undahneat '  d e  steps . An ' den yuh make yor e  f iah inside de house an ' yuh 
dash a han ' ful of dat in dere an ' burn it . An ' yuh cut a piece of de leathah 
outa 1 is  hat - r ight out d e  hatban ' ins id e ,  yo ' cut dat out . Den yuh take it  an' 
put it  in a li ' le sack an ' git  two stran ' s of  ' is hair . An ' den yuh take it an ' 
put it in dere [ sack] an ' some sulphur , a pod o f  red peppah an ' mix it all tuh
gethah . An ' den yo ' take it an ' carry it an ' throw it in runnin ' watah an ' 
dat ' ll run ' im cleah [ clear ] away. 

But ah know yuh take two stran ' s of a person ' s  hair an ' yuh take dere pitchure.  
An ' yuh take dis hair an ' yuh put i t  in , yuh know , j es '  weah it in  yore sho e ,  
b o t h  stran ' s o f  dat hair [ a  strand i n  each shoe] , an ' yuh weah it in yore shoe . 
An ' yuh take dat pitchure an ' yuh kin put it in yor e  house an ' j is '  stan ' it  
right u p  on de mantelpiece,  an ' yuh kin turn it ups ide down . An ' dat ' ll run ' em  
away, too . 

Jis ' lak when she goes out an ' she wan ' s  ' im tub sleep until she gits back . 
Jis ' lak she pull o f f  ' er step- ins an ' he ' s  layin ' flat on  ' is back asleep , she 
take j is ' , yuh know , j is '  de seat of it an ' spread ' em r ight acro ss ' is ha id , an ' 
put de dishrag undah ' i s pillah . An ' he ' ll sleep r ight dere t ill she comes back. 
She kin go out an ' come back an ' he won ' t nevah know it . 

Take yore chamber lye an ' dey could shet it up in a bo ttle j i s '  lak , yuh know, 
if yuh wants  a man tub love yuh . Yuh take it an ' put it in - j i s '  use his ' n , 
take his ' n . An ' ketch some of his ' n  in a bottle an ' mix some of yores wit it . 
An ' yuh kin go tub sunrise of a tree an ' yuh drive a t en-penny nail in dat tree 
tuhwards de sunrise . An ' yuh bury dat  bo t tle undah de steps . An ' yuh gits three 
stran ' s  o f  ' i s hair out of  ' is haid , an ' when yuh go tub dr ive dat nail intuh de 
tree,  yuh dr ive dat ha ir in dere wit dat na il . An ' den yuh bury dat stuff , c� 
ber lye , undah de  step s . Dat ' s  sure tub g i t  ' im  lak dat . 

(That will hold him . ) 
Jis ' lak if yuh write someone an ' dey ,  yuh know, have somepin ag ' inst yuh. an' 

dey git hold o f  yore han ' writ in ' , why dey cut each  cornah o f f  dis lettah an' 
dey ' ll take it an ' dey ' ll put it in a j ar .  D ey ' ll put sulphur in dere an' dey ' ll  
put peppah in dere an ' den ,  if dey could g i t  chure hair , dey will put dat in dere. 
An ' den dey ' ll take it down tub some r ivah o f  runni�atah an ' dey ' ll tbrav it 
in . Well,  yuh see dat eithah runs yuh crazy or eithah gits yore ban' s  uervoaa 
where yuh can ' t even wr ite  - yuh ' 11 always have fumblin '  han ' s  in vrit:la' . 

If yuh go down now tub git a job an ' yuh wanted dis j ob - j is' lak if it ' s  a 
good business j ob ,  an ' yuh wanted tub git it . Well , yuh go down an' yuh see ' fm  
' bout dis j ob .  Well , i f  he act any way lak , yuh know, yuh ' re DOt gon' a git de 
j ob ,  well yuh come back home an ' yuh f ix yuh some - git chew a bottle of perfume . 
An ' yuh git d i s  perfume . An ' den yuh take yuh a p inch of sulphur . an' at night 
befo ' yuh go tub bed ,  yuh take dis  sulphur an ' yuh throw yore [sulphur] dust in 
de f iah tuhnight . An ' den when yuh throw dis sulphur in de fiah tubnight , den 
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yuh weah dis stuff in yore shoe in de mawnin ' s  when yuh git up . An ' j is '  lak 
evah night , yuh throw yuh a dust of dat sulphur in de f iah at night an ' let i t  
bur n .  An ' d e n  d e  nex ' mawnin ' whenevah yuh git  up , yuh j is '  take an ' WET CHURE 
RAG WIT CHAMBER LYE AN' WIPE YORE FACE OVAH IN DE MAWNIN ' ,  an ' yuh put some of 
dat p erfume on yuh, an' put chew a pinch or two of dat sulphur in yore shoe , when 
yuh go tuh ' im  in de mawnin ' an ' ask ' im fo ' a j ob .  Why it ' s  hard fo ' ' im  tu_h __ _ 
turn yuh down . Yuh j is '  do dat evah mawnin ' at about t ime fo ' yuh tuh go dere , 
an ' dat ' s  a good way fo ' yo ' tuh git a j ob lak dat . 

Jis ' lak if yuh wanta gain cus tomahs , yuh git chew - j is '  lak yuh have plenty 
ole shoes aroun ' yore house .  Well , den ,  lot sa t imes yuh wanta gain customahs an ' 
it look lak business is kinda dull , somepin lak dat , yuh burn two of dose ole 
shoes evah mavnin ' . Burn two of ' em an ' den j is '  lak de f ir s ' JAR OF WHISKEY DAT 
YUH WAN ' A  SELL [bootleg whiskey was usually sold from a j ar in the small-house 
liquor shop ] , or sa.epin lak dat , yuh put about three or fo ' drops of dis ahambeP 
lye in dere [many ezamples of this in HOODOO ] , an ' den evahone dat buy dat whis
key will come back an ' buy mo ' .  

Well , j is '  lak if yuh sellin ' whiskey an ' wanta keep de officahs away . Evah 
night befo ' yuh so tuh baid , j is '  lak yore slop j ar dat yuh uses , why yuh git 
chew some sulphur ,  saltpetah, an ' red peppah an ' put it in yore slop j ar , an ' den 
yo ' uses dat evah night . An ' den evah mawnin ' befo ' de sunr ise , yuh take dat 
s lop j ar wit uuthin but de ahambeP lye in it an ' dat saltpetah an ' sulphur an ' 
red peppah, an ' start from yore top do ' step s - soon in de mawnin ' befo ' de sun
rise , ' fore anybody sees yo ' ,  an ' befo ' anybody starts stirrin ' - an ' yuh starts  
from yore top steps right on down wit dat slop j ar tuh r ight on out tuh de , yuh 
know, walk tub de street out dere . An ' yuh po ' dat out evah mawnin ' fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s - back do ' an ' front . An ' dat will keep de laws away . 

Jes ' lak if he' s  a heavy likkah drinkah an ' she want s  ' im  tuh quit drinkin ' 
likkah , why she ordahs some saltpetah . An ' den ,  if he drinks coffee or tea or 
anythin ' ,  j is evah day at d innah or evah night at suppah , an ' breakfast ,  three 
times a day , she puts about a pinch of dat in ' is coffee or tea or whatsomevah 
he drinks . An' den, see ,  dat will stop ' im  from drinkin ' - lak dat . 

Jis ' lak if dey wants ,  yuh know, git a luaky han ' of anythin ' , yuh git chew 
one o f  dese purple onions - yuh know, dose dark-red onions . Yuh git chew nine 
straight pins an ' yuh stick evah one of dose straight p ins r ight in de top of , 
yuh know, de root part of dat onion . An ' yuh s t ick evah one in dere . An ' den 
yuh go an ' git chew some sulphur an ' some table � an ' yuh mix it tuhgethah , 
an ' yuh put it in box an ' yuh tote dat in yore  pocket . An ' yuh put dat onion in 
dere [ pocket ] .  An ' den evah mawnin ' yuh take out one of dose stra ight pins [ from 
the onion] an ' den yuh put it intuh dat box , evah mawriin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  t ill 
yuh take dem nine pins out o f  dat [ onion] . Den when yuh take dem nine p ins outa 
dat onion , den yuh take dis onion an ' yo ' split it fo ' t imes an ' yuh [I interrupt 
because sp lit it foUP times is vague . ]  

(Now wait ! You split i t  like this . Here ' s  the onion . You split i t  like that 
[I demonstrate ] - like cutting a p ie? ) 

Yo ' split it like dis [demonstrates ] an ' den like dat . 
(Just as though you were quartering a pie? ) 
Sure , dat ' s  r ight . 
[ I  knew that informant ' s  sp lit it foUP times meant autting it into foUP pieaes 

but I had to make certain . ] 
Den when yuh cut dat , den yuh take yore sulphur an ' yuh put it down dere , an ' 

nine seeds of red peppah an ' yo ' put dat down in dere [ sulphur and seeds are put 
against cut sides of onion] , an ' den yuh take it [ the four quarters of the onion] 
an ' put it back tuhgethah , an ' wraps a cord string aroun ' it . S t ick nine pins 
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back in dat - in dat onion . When yuh stick dose nine pins back in dat oaiDD. yuh 
put it up undah j i s '  whosomevah yuh wanta g it ,  chew know. Yuh take an' pat it 
right up in d e  lef t cornah of dere house , an ' ah ' ll guarantee yuh dey ' ll  do any
thin ' yuh want ' em tuh do . If yuh want ' em  tuh move , dat ' ll move ' a.; an1 1f yuh 
vant ' em - if  yuh want ' em tuh git cr ippled or anythin ' ,  dat ' ll do dat - anytbin' 
lak dat . 

(Anything you want done ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
[ If I may guess  here , you can do anything you want dOne because the dressed 

edges of the quar tered onion repr esent the joUP coPnePs of the WoPZd. ]  
Tuh make love or , yuh know , bein ' wi t anybody , yuh kin take a pocket han ' ke

chef - j is '  lak if  dey have , yuh know , connection tuhgethah . An ' evah tt.e dey 
both use de same , yuh know , han ' ke ' chef . An ' evah t ime yuh ' d be de las ' one . 
Yuh take it  an ' tie a kno t an ' pull i t  tight . An ' de nex ' time yuh use it  yuh 
tie anothah , unt il yuh git n ine kno t s  in it . An ' yuh r ip de lef ' cornah of yore 
mattres s , an ' yuh kin take dat an ' put it in de  lef ' cornah of yore mat tress . An '  
yuh kin fold dat back up an ' he kin go wher e he wanta , but he can ' t b e  wit no 
othah woman but chew. 

Dey use a toad[Pog j is '  lak fer a skin game or anythin ' lak dat . Jis ' lak 
yo ' d  git a frog an ' yo ' d  take dis frog an ' yo ' d  bust ' im wide open in de back . 
An '  when yuh bust ' im open in de back , yuh take ' im an ' yuh run a cord string 
s traight through ' is back . An ' yuh take [ it ]  an ' j is '  lak if yuh wanta , yuh 
know , be lucky . An ' yuh take dis  frog an ' split ' im open ' live , an ' yuh run dat 
string through hi s back. An ' if yuh goin '  tuh a skin game , if yuh go in ' win , dis 
frog won ' t  move - yuh tote him in yor e  pocket - but if yuh go in ' lo se anythin ' , 
well dat frog will s tar t j umpin ' . 

See , j is '  lak yuh have dat string in dere , well dat s tring tells yuh whethah 
yuh goin ' be lucky or not . Yuh go t ta tie so many kno t s  in dis string , an ' j is '  
when yuh t ie dat knot , yuh gotta name - call some kin 1 of a funny name fo ' evah 
kno t yuh tie . An ' den yuh tie dem kno t s  till yuh git r ight down tuh dat frog . 
An ' de las t  knot yuh go tta make a cur se of some kin ' , yuh see . An ' den if dat 
frog don ' t move , yuh ' ll be  lucky ; an ' if he does move - if he does move , why dat 
shows yuh ' re goin ' lose in de skin game . [ This is a " heads I win , tails you lo se" 
rite ! ] 

Whenevah yuh go tuh a red ant s nest , if yuh go t anybody dat chew love an ' look 
lak dey goin ' away , yuh - j i s ' lak if dey ' d  leave de house an ' if dey goin ' fro. 
de house , yuh go out dere an ' yuh ketch dey track right from de  toe an ' rake it 
tuh de back , an ' yuh take dat up an ' pu t it  in a li ' le sack . An ' yuh go tub dis 
red ants nest an ' yo ' po ' it , star t right from de edge of dis ant s nes t  an' yuh 
PO ' DAT DIRT RIGHT ROUN ' AN '  ROUN ' SLOWLY TILL NINE TIMES . [Among the many ant
hill r ites in HOODOO , this is surely a new and unusual detail - a  spiPal rite . ] 
An ' when de nine t imes out , j is '  lak if yuh ,  yuh know , want s  dem tuh go away. 
dey ' ll go away j i s '  lak dem antses marchin ' i n  an ' out . Dey ' ll j is '  be in an '  
out , dey won ' t nevah s tay lak dey once have stayed . Den ,  if yuh wan '  ' a.  � so 
shure ' nuf f , yuh j is '  take de MIDDLE OUTA DERE TRACKS an ' throw it IR A  ' BACCA 
SACK . Put it in a ' bacca sack an ' shet it  up , an ' THROW IT ON TOP OF DE BOOSE 
AN '  DEY GO AWAY. [Dey go away af ter a rain ! ] Yuh won ' have no mo '  trouble wit 
' em. 

(Put it  on top of whose house? ) 
On top rof yore house - j is '  lak he comes in , yuh throw it right straight up 

right ovah on top of de porch , on de front porch r ight up ovah de step-lak. Yuh 
j is '  throw it up dere , so dat he won ' t come undah dere no .o ' . Dat vil1 keep ' im  
away . 
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Jis ' lak if yuh love a man an ' yuh wants tuh keep ' im ,  yuh go out in de woods 
an ' yuh git chew a b ird nest ,  an ' yuh bring dis b ird nes t intuh de hous e .  An ' 
den yuh take dis b ird nes t an ' yuh build yuh a li ' le small fiah , an ' yuh take dis 
bird nes t an ' yuh sprinkle yuh some sulphur in dis b ird nes t .  An ' den yuh take 
dat bird nest an ' j is '  hold it ovah de fiah , let it burn . An ' den , yuh see ,  dat 
smoke goes all ovah de hous e .  Den ,  if yuh wanta keep 1 im dere , aftah dat b ird 
nes t done burned , den yuh rake de  ashes of de bird nes t up an ' put it  in a li ' le 
sack,  an ' put it in de left cornah of de po ' ch as he come in . An ' he always -
evah time he come undah dat , well see , dat will make him have dat much mo ' care 
fo ' yuh . 

Jes ' lak if  a vaman goes wit a man an ' she wants tuh keep dis man ,  or he wants 
tuh keep ' er ,  why she takes dis s tuff an ' she fixes it . 

(Fixes what ? )  
Dis  oil - dis fish greas e . Jis ' lak if yuh fry fish or anythin ' ,  yuh know, 

an ' de grease lef 1 from de fish . An ' j is '  lak if he no t der e ,  if she wants tuh 
fix dis stuff , well , whenevah she fixes it  up she puts  sulphur in it , an ' she 
puts sulphur in it an '  she put s a li ' le table sal t ,  an ' she mixes it up . An ' den 
evah t tme she - yuh know, dey has any connec ti�uhgethah , she puts three or fo ' 
drops of dat on vbatsomevah he gonna use an ' let ' im ,  yuh know, use dat . An ' den 
she kin stick it right in de lef ' cornah of ' er ma ttress evah time he uses dat , 
an ' dat ' ll keep ' t.  down [ for o ther women ] .  

"AH COME TUH TELL YO 1 1 BOUT MAH F ATHAH" 

PAPA 'S A GREAT BIG MAN ALMOS ' TWICE BIG AS YO ' 

DAT MONDA Y • • •  DAT WOMAN • • •  TOOK A FRESH AIG 
DOSE DOMINICK [ DaJINIQUE] CHICKEN DEY LA YS A BROWN AIG 

Ali '  fiROPE PAPA ' S  NAME ON DERE - "ALEX MOORE" SEE 
AN ' MADE HER BOY CRA WL FROM DIS WOMAN ' S  

SIDE OF DE HOUSE TUH MAMA ' S  SLDE OF DE HOUSE 
TUH GIT TUH DE FRONT STEPS AN ' DIG A HOLE 

AN ' PUT DAT AIG IN IT - SO WHEN PAPA 
CROSS OVAH DAT • • •  HE 'LL GO OUT DERE A N ' GIT KILT 

A H  SA YS "BRING PAPA HOME" 
SO 'BOUT THREE ' CLOCK DE ' [THEY] BROUGHT PAPA 

AN ' LALD 'IM SLDE DE WINDAH IN DE BASKET 
TILL DE ' FIX DE STRETCHAH 

PUT 'IM UP DERE - KILT IN ALL 'IS FAT 
' CUZ DE HOT SWEAT WUZ STILL POPPIN ' OUT 

AN ' DEY HAD STUFFED 'IM WIT COTTON 

ALGIERS , LOUIS IANA 

[Life has troubles enough wi thout adding to it  the trag ic b elief in hoodoo 
displayed her e .  What wonderful material informant 1600 unfolds for a black 
dramatis t able to hew closely to the simple lines which need no embellishment -
no black ver s ion o f  Papa Is A Z Z .  Within i s  an a tmospheric s tory ra ther than a 
collection o f  mag ic rites . However , we do vis it  a fortuneteller who provides us 
wi th one of the many examples o f  hydromancy g iven in HOODOO . Informant ' s  words 
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were taken down on cyl inder s El84 : 4-El88 : 10 = 3 0 17 - 3 0 21 . ]  

So now , ah come tuh t ell yo ' ' bout mah fathah . Mah fathah wuz a -a an '  he 
used tuh work fo ' a f irm, he used tuh dr ive fo ' mules , a grea t  big float, yo• 
know, tuh carry burlap s an ' sacks an ' rice an ' stuf f - work fo ' a wholeaale place, 
yo ' see - a floa t where yo ' put mules in, de ' fo ' mules . It had wheels on it . 

(Just like a sor t of a truck? )  
Jis ' lak a truck . So mah mo thah she had six small chil ' ren lak ah got uov. 

Ah got six small ones . Mah mo thah had six small ones comin ' on up . An '  mah 
.othah wuz a p er son , she didn ' t have tuh git ou t an ' work or look fo ' nuthin 
j i s '  lak dad made his money , he brought his money home on Sat iday . An ' mama had 
three girls an ' out de three it ain ' t but two of us livin ' now . One daid , an' 

.ah daddy da id . Ah ' m  go in ' tell yo ' ' bout mah daddy fuse [ f irst ] . 
Ah had a way ,  evah Sat i sday evenin ' ah wa sh mah li ' le sistah , ah washed d e  

otbah one , an ' a h  take mah bath, an ' we go meet papa o n  S t . Charles Street where 
he made his groceries . [Made means either bought or the groceries were a part of 
h�s wages . ] See . We come home wit papa . All right . 

I t  wuz a woman liv in '  on da t side [ of our hous e ] , Mis ' Salina Wallace . She 
didn ' t lak mama cuz she had a husban ' an ' she had tuh d ig fo ' a livin ' , an ' he 
wouldn ' t give her nuthin . So a woman tole mama ' bout where she used tuh go meet 
papa evah Satiday , tuh try tuh git in wit papa , but papa wouldn ' t  have nuthin tuh 
do wit ' er .  See . Dat Sat isday mama watched ' er ,  an ' mama runned ' er from S t . 
Char les S treet clean tuh Crowlet t  S treet . She couldn ' t  ketch ' er .  See . She wuz 
afraid tuh f ight mama , see . So tuh git even wit mama ,  ah guess she thought she' d 
git eithah one of us tuh p ick up de apple . An ' she ' d  go t mama right off . See , 
she ' d git eithah one of de chil ' ren . All right . 

Lak dat windah [ point ing to window o f  interviewing room] wuz a windah , mama ' s  
vindah fac in ' lak dat . All right . Dat Sat i sday ah washed mah li ' le sistah furse . 
She wuz eight yeahs ole . Ah sent ' er out furse on de steps an ' ah wa shed de otbah 
sistah . De othah one [other sistah] when ah takin ' mah bath , ah heard ' er say 
tuh ' er [ li ' Ze sistah] , "Florenc e ,  whut ' s de mat tah? " She wuz a chile she could 
pick up anythin ' . She say , "Whut chew been eatin ' ? "  

She say , "Nuthin . "  
She say , "Well , whut ' s  de mat tah? " [Then] she say , "Mama , come see Florenc e ,  

she ' s j is '  aslobbahin ' an ' f oam ,  sp ittin '  u p  foam . "  
Ah hurried an ' got out de tub an ' ah run o n  out an ' she down on her back. Sbe 

wuz sp i t t in '  an ' her mouth fulla foam an ' her lip s swellin ' lak dat [demonstrates] , 
look b lue-lookin ' .  She wuz a light [ colored ] chile . Ah says , "Mama , Florence 
bas p icked up somp in sho ' . "  Dat woman wuz home an ' de house shet up tight . Sbe 
1IUZ home . 

So mama say , "Florence , what did yo ' p ick up ? "  
She say , "Nuthin . "  
So mama say , "Ef yo ' don '  tell me , ah ' m  goin ' whip yuh . "  
Ah says , "Do n '  scare her , mama , an ' she may tell yuh whut she picked up. " So 

ah said , "Br ing her in . " 
Mama sent f a  1 de doctor . Mama had two whit e  doc tahs tuh wit on htlr. Dey 

couldn ' t  fin ' her sickness . Whut a face she had . One o f  ' ea.  say she had [scae
thing ] , one o f  • em [ the o ther ] say she had wastin ' disease ; but de7 c:ooldn' t fin • 
her sickness .  All r ight , she had a colored doc tah , Dr . Burris .  D!f couldn' t f in ' 
'er s ickness .  She stayed sick fo ' nine days . All right . 

Da t Sunday , she say tuh mama - papa wuz lay in ' on ·de flo 1 - abe aa7 tuh mama ,  
"Mama , "  she say , "j is ' lookit [ look a t ]  dose li ' le angels caaiD' . " She say , 
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"Ah ' m  goin ' away . "  
[ The angelic vision before a death is quite common . Another one follows : I 

know before my little brother died he said� "Papa� I 'm going to die . I see an 
angel right in that aorner. I 'm bound to die and I wnt to die "  - New York C ity , 
(5) 1 by Ediphone . Informant was a grown girl when C ivil War began; born and grew 
up near Woodvill e ,  Miss . Thir ty years af ter interviewing her in New York C ity 
(March or Apr il , 1938) 1 I happened to be driving through the State of Mississippi 
on my way up the Mississippi River from New Orleans to St . Louis (see INTRO . ,  
vol . l ,  p . II ,  line 20) . Suddenly I came to and passed a sign marked WOODVILLE ! 
So this is the place where ,  before the C ivil War , the spade used in digging a 
grave was left there until burial , and then kept on the f illed grave a certain 
length of time (3 days? ) .  I believe this rite is already in HOODOO but I am 
unable to find it.  A word about the preceding "angel r ight in that corner . "  
Angel in a corner comes from : I saw four angels standing on the four aorners of 
the earth. hoLding the four winds of the earth (Revelation o f  St . John the Divine , 
7 : 1 ) . ]  

MmD.a say , "No , yo ' ain ' t a-goin ' . "  
She whirled ovah , she did .  Aftah we had her ahristianed [ christened ] . Mama 

hadn ' t  had her ahPistianed. Aftah mama had her ahristianed, she straightened out 
an ' give one breath, she did . Died r ight away . No soonah she died , her lips got 
blue an ' her li 1 le fingahnails turnt blue . Ah say , '�ma , didn ' t  ah tell yo ' 
sistah done picked up sompin an ' et [ate] ? "  Ah say , "Lookit [ look at ] her f ingah
nails how blue dey is . "  An ' ' er urinate - she made watah on de f lo ' . Her urin
ate wuz yellah j is '  [ like ] yo ' take a yellah aig [ egg yellow = yolk] an ' beat it 
up thick . See . All right , she died lak dat . 

We bur ied ' er.  Den nex ' come papa . Dat Monday . It had a dance hall lak heah 
an ' mama live lak heah [ d emonstrates ] .  Ah wuz settin ' on de steps  lak ah ' m  set
tin '  in dis cheer [chair ] an ' mah daddy wuz settin ' - it wuz durin ' de summahtime 
wit de light out - smokin ' . So dey has a policeman by de do ' ,  by de dance hall 
[door ] , an ' anothah li ' le boy wuz standin '  dere an ' mah li ' le brothah he wuz 
standin '  dere too - j is '  lookin ' in . So de police run mah li ' le brothah an ' mah 
li ' le brothah run an' stumble ovah mah fathah ' s  foot . He say , "Whut ' s  de mattah 
chew [ the matter with you ] ? "  

Ah said , "Daddy , lookit dat policeman runnin ' brothuh . "  
So he say , " Say ,  Capt .  [ captain] 1 whut ' s de mattah ? "  
H e  say , "Yo '  keep dat boy ' way from dat dance hall . I f  yo ' don ' , ah ' 1 1  put 

' im  in j ail . "  
Papa said , "Dat othah kid stayin ' in dere an ' yo ' didn ' t  run ' im. Why ' s  yo ' 

runnin ' ' im? "  
Say , "Well , dat ' s  all r ight . Keep ' im ' way . "  Dat wus o n  a Monday night . 
So dat Tuesday mawnin ' ah got up an ' ah made de coffee fo ' papa an ' mama . 

' Bout fo ' ' clock papa went tub work .  So papa say , '�mmy , yo ' put a sack apron 
on dat boy an ' keep ' im in , cuz ah don ' wan ' ' im  tub go tub j ail . Dat boy didn ' t 
do nuthin las ' night . Dem people run ' im fo ' nuthin . " 

(PUT WHAT ON HIM? ) 
PUT A SACK APRON ON ' IM .  Dat ' s  tub keep ' im  in out de street , so he wouldn ' t 

go out . See ,  j is '  cut a sack an ' put on him so he couldn ' t  go out . 
(So he wouldn ' t  have any clothes on him? ) 
Yeah , won ' have no clo thes on. All right . 
[ Only once did I ever hear about the sack dress for small black children ,  but 

I suspect the custom was widespread years ago and included some of the white 
children . I speak of pre-C ivil-War times . My greatgrandfather , James Miller , 
and his son James Martin Miller , my grandfather , were slave owners in Lewis Co . ,  
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MO . , both appearing with slaves on the U . S .  Census , 1850 and 1860 . As a boy I 
knew three of them ; in fact , wrote about them in my Descendants of John �Zton 
of BaltimoPe County� MaPyland� and HaPPison County Kentucky , New York, 1950 , 75 
pages . This was one of the preliminary sketches for my rather large study o f  the 
descendants of Mart in Baker , Engl ish , of colonial Virginia , who met aDd .. rried 
in Kentucky , the descendants of Robert Miller , Scotch Irish , of old Cuaberlaad 
Co . , in colonial Pennsylvania . My mo ther , Sarah Frances (Miller )  Hyatt , born 
1855 , as well as her older s ister May , said dur ing summer small slave children 
always wore sacks wit h cut-out head and arm holes . ]  

So de papah man come at fo ' ' clock an ' shove de papahs undah de do ' an ' papa 
got up , an ' so ah went an ' laid down . So  r ight where de  cups where ah left fo ' 
mama an ' papa tuh dr ink d e  coffee - ah had nevah moved ' em . So  mama says , "Say, 
ole man , whut chew go in ' do wit mah papah? " 

He say , "Ah wanta look at it at d innah time . "  
She say , "Ah wanta look at i t . "  
He say , "Well , ah wanta look at i t . "  An ' he say , "If ah don ' br ing dat papah 

back [ to you , in the other part o f  the house ]  , somebody else will . "  PAPA ' S  A 
GREAT BIG MAN ,  ALMOS ' TWICE B IG AS YO ' .  So he carried on wit hisself [ looked at 
the paper ] . So , now lak in de  back - mama lived lak in de front par t of de  house 
[demons trates ] .  An ' in de back part dey had a woman on dis [ s ide]  supposed tuh 
b e  mama ' s  fren ' . An ' on dat side anothah woman . A brown-skin woman on dat side , 
an '  a right-j et-black woman on dis  s id e .  

S o  papa went out dat Monday mawnin ' - ah mean dat Tuesday mawnin ' ' bout fo ' 
' clock . About ha ' f  pas ' s even ah got up tuh f ix mah brothah ' s  lunch fo ' ' im  tuh 
git ready fo ' wo r k  at a undahtakah on Washington Street - Georg e Gales . All 
right . Ah j is '  seen de  man de  othah day . So somebody knocked an ' ah peeped ovah 
de alley an ' ah s e en de back of de li ' le buggy where dey carry de stretchah an ' 
thin ' s .  Ah s een de back dere [of  buggy , reading ] , "George Gales , Undahtakah . "  
Ah looked an ' ah say tuh mahself , "Whut he want , ain ' t nobody heah daid . "  ' Cuz 
ah know mama ' s  very sick but we had go t mama all r ight . 

So ah says , "Who is  dat ? "  He ' s  a li ' le bright [ colored ] f ellah . 
He say , "Liza is  yo ' mothah dere? " 
Ah say , "Yes . "  Cold chills runned ovah me , an ' mah hair stood . Ah say , "Yes-

sub , she ' s  heah . "  
He say , "Tell yo ' mothah dat chure_ daddy done go t kil t . "  
Ah say , "Mah daddy got kil t ? "  
He say , "Yes . "  
Ah say , "No suh , mah daddy ain ' t been long lef ' heah - ' bout fo ' ' clock . "  
He say , "Yeah , h e  got kilt a t  d e  r ivah front . "  He say , "Ah went an ' got 1 :1&  

body , it ' s roun ' home dere in de  undahtakah shop . "  
Ah say , "How did dat happen? " 
He say , "Well , he wuz goin ' ' cross de  train tracks , "  an ' he say , "he bad oae 

mule in de shaft wuzn ' t tame good - he wuz a green mule . "  An ' he say 1 "Vbaa de 
train blowed [ the whistle ] dat mule dash cross d e  train track , an' he wrapped ' is 
han ' in de  line tuh hole [ hold ] ' im back , an ' dey [mules ] throwed · � off de flo ' 
[of the float ] undah de  wheels [ of the float ] an ' de wheels roll cro8S 1 18  belly 
an ' mashed ' im flat . "  He [man with him]  say , "He j umped about five feet:, 11 de 
f ellah dat wuz wit ' im  said , "an ' run b efo ' he fell . "  An ' dey eased 1 :1a  ' aide 
o f  de wall in d e  grass . So he [ undertaker ] say , "Ah wanta let ' er  biDif ah got 
' 1m  roun ' dere . "  Well , we knowed papa b ' longed tuh de [ aa.e� - bar:Jal so
ciety] . So ah look an ' ah say , "All right . "  He left . Ah looked 1111' ah got as 
weak . An'  ah say , "Whut i s  de trouble? " Ah went tuh d e  do '  [of .aeher ' s  roomj 
an '  ah knocked . An ' mama wuz a person , she wouldn ' t  ca.e aue de roo. vit ' out 
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puttin '  :::10 clo thes on . Ah said , "Mama ? "  
She say , "Whut ? "  She say , "Go ' way from dat do ' . " 
Ah say 1 "Ah got somp in tuh tell yo ' • " So ah wuz cry in ' • 
She say , "Whut chew got tuh tell me . "  
Ah say , "Gales say Daddy done got kilt . He ' s  at de undahtakah ' s  shop . "  She 

j umped up an ' she say , "Whut ? "  It de t ime of de f lu [ influenza ] .  We j i s '  had 
got ' er kinda well . She say 1 "Whu t ? "  

Ah say , "George Gales say daddy ' s  done go t kilt . He ' s  at de undahtakah ' s  
shop . "  

She run . We had a hatchet an ' a axe set t in ' behin ' de kitchen do ' .  Well , she 
bust out . Ah runned ahead an ' grabbed de hatchet an ' axe an ' throwed it ovah 
' cuz ah knowed she had high fevah . Ah didn ' t know whut she ' s gonna do . She run 
through de house tuh de back of de yard tuh de lavatory , an ' she runned in de 
lavatory an ' ah lef ' ' er dere screamin ' .  Ah went an ' woke mah bro thah up , ah 
said , "Morris?"  

He say , "Whut? " 

Ah say 1 "GIT UP AH' GO SEE IF DAT ' S DADDY SHO ' ' NUFF . "  Papa always made his 
own whip . So heah mah brothah come back wit de whip in his han ' an ' daddy ' s  hat .  
Ah seen it an ' ah j �s '  fell [ on the floor]  an ' ah j is '  Zumb Zed [ ? ] . 

So aftah whi.l.e George Gales come an ' when he got dere ah says , "Is  it papa ? "  
He say , "Yes . "  
George come back an '  mah oldest  brothah come dere . An ' so mah oldes t brothah 

made de ' rangeaaents an' ah says , "Bring papa home . "  So ' bout three ' clock de ' 
b rought papa an ' la� 1 1m side d e  windah in de basket t ill de ' f ix de stretchah , 
put ' im.  up dere - KILT IN ALL ' I S FAT , ' CUZ DE HOT SWEAT WUZ STILL POPPIN ' OUT , 
AN ' DEY HAD STDFI'ED 1 IM WIT COTTON . 

DAT WOMAN ON DAT SIDE , SHE COME AN ' STOOD , LOOKED IN DE DO ' AN ' SAYS , "PO ' 
MI STAH MOORE . "  DE ONE ON [ THI S [ SIDE COME IN AN ' LOOKED AT ' IM AN ' SAYS , "HMM
UH-HOH, ALL DIS FAT. AIN' T DAT TOO BAD . LOOK ALL DEM LI ' LE CHIL ' REN HE LEF ' . 
IN ALL ' IS FAT BE 'WIJZ KILT IN . " SEE 1 PAPA ' S  A GREAT BIG MAN .  

Now ,  dis  vaman o n  dis side supposed tuh b e  mama ' s  [i t [r>en ' .  All r ight . Now , 
if  she wuz any kiDda fren ' tuh mama , dat Monday when dat woman on dat side took a 
fresh aig - dose domi�ck [Dominique] chicken dey lays a brown aig - an ' wro te 
papa ' s  name on dere , "Alec Moore . "  See , an ' made her boy crawl from dis  woman ' s  
s ide of de house tuh mama ' s  sid e  of de house tuh git to de front steps an ' d ig a 
hole an ' put dat aig in it , so  when papa cro ss ovah dat Tuesday mawnin ' he ' ll go 
out dere an ' gi t kilt . If dis ' n  [ this one ]  on dis  s ide would ' s  [ would have] been 
a fren1 tuh mama ,  she ' d ' a  [ she would have]  come an ' tole mama r ight away dat Mon
day night , "Look , Miz Moore , [ she ] had made her boy put a fresh aig undah yore 
steps . "  An ' she say , "When yore husban ' goin '  cross dat aig , he ain ' t goin ' come 
heah t ill dey bring ' im  back heah A COLD BOX OF MEAT . An ' she ' ll know yo ' have 
tuh g it out an ' skuttle [variant of scuttle = scurry] fo ' a livin ' . "  Whut she 
tole mama ? She didn ' t  tell ' er nuthin . All r ight . 

We kept mah paw till dat Thursday ' cuz it de t ime of de war [ World War I ] . We 
tried tuh g i t  mah brothah offa [ something = duty] an ' we couldn ' t  git  ' im. . It 
wuz in de war ,  yes . See , an ' we couldn ' t  git ' im.. So he couldn ' t  come , so he 
sent $ 25 . 00 fo ' flowah ' s  fo ' papa . All right . 

So we buried papa dat Thursday . 
So dat Monday , it wuz a lady livin '  nex ' do ' ,  her husban ' an ' ' er wuz settin ' 

on de step s . Mama wuz settin ' up heah - Mama wuz settin ' down in de do ' an ' ah 
wuz stand in '  up ovah mama . [ The following names are confusing but the story is 
clear . ] An ' de woman on di s  s ide , on dis alley s ide , Miz Dalkin , wuz settin ' lak 
heah , . set t i n '  heah talkin ' • An ' she say , "Well , Miz Moore , well , "  she say ,  "now 
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yo ' go t a load tuh travel wit . Dem six small chil ' ren, dey DDt b:la euoocJa tuh 
he ' p demsel ves . "  Mama say , "Yeah . " Mama say , "Well , God will take keer of ae 
an ' dem chil ' ren . " Jis ' lak dat . She looked . She ' s a right-black ..... - red 
eyes . Ah looked at ' er .  An ' she said , "Miz Moore , ah go t sompin tab. te1.1 yo' 
if yo ' don ' think it ' 11 make any fuss . "  

De  man looked at ' er an ' said , "Yo ' got somp in tuh tell de woman, if JD 1  daD' 
think it ' s  gain ' make no fus s . "  So ' is wife said , "What is it Miz Allen'ln 

She say , "Ah 'm  ga in ' tell yo ' . " 
Mama say ,  "Well , wha t is it?  Ah wan ' a heah it . " 
She say , "No , ah bettah no t tell yo ' . " 
Mistah Jarvis say , "Well , tell de woman . Yo ' done start it . Tell de vu.ua . n  

But ah felt in  heah i t  wuz sompin wrong whut she wuz ga in ' tell mama concern 
papa . See . All right . Yo ' know, AH KIN SEE TROUBLE ' FORE IT COMES . AB KIR 
SEE GOOD LUCK BEFO ' IT COMES . So all right . So ah wuz standin ' dere . So we 
had de ha tchet an ' axe b ehin ' de  do ' • She say , "Yo ' know Monday night when dat 
po lice j umped at  chure boy tuh run yore boy? " 

Mama say , "Yes . "  
She say , "Well , Miz Jenkins took a fresh aig an ' made her boy put it undah 

yore steps . "  She say , "When yore husban ' went out dat Tuesday mawnin ' dey wuz 
ga in ' bring ' im  back A COLD BOX OF MEAT . An ' she knowed yo ' d  have tuh git out 
an ' skuttle [var iant o f  scut tle = scurry] . An ' yo ' ought see right now . " So  de 
sun wuz shinin ' undah de house - de sun shine undah de  steps . So Miz Jarvis say, 
"Come heah , Miz Moor e . "  She say , "Come heah , June , "  she say , " yo '  git dat long 
shovel . When ah keep [held ] back she say , "Come heah . " So Mistah Jarvi s ,  his 
wife , me an ' mah mama put some papah down an ' got down on our knees an ' looked , 
an ' Mis tah Jarvi s '  boy . An ' sho ' nuff [ sure enough] de  dirt where dat boy had 
raked de dirt up an ' piled it - heah wuz a clean pile [ o f ]  clay where he put de 
aig down an ' covered it . 

Mistah Jarvis says , " Bo y ,  dig ' way , "  he says , "an ' git it up . "  He said , "Don ' 
shake it . "  He said , "Han ' it up . "  Mah brothah done it an ' lef ' a deep hole , an' 
han ' it up . · He gived i t  tuh mama . He said , "Now, heah Miz Moore ,  yo ' empty it 
out careful . "  He say , "Don ' shake it . "  So mama knocked it off careful wit a 
stick an ' sho ' ' nuff de  aig , de white of de aig wuz dere , an ' de yellah of de aig 
wuz dere . It wuzn ' t broke . An ' de piece where de aig - �· lak when papa got 
kilt de  a ig j is ' popped open . See . Dere wuz papa ' s name up dere . An ' Mistah 
Jarvis looked an ' picked up de shell an ' say , "Well , ef dis ain ' t ole man Alec 
Mo ' name it nevah wuz - de ole man nevah wuz bo ' n . "  

Mama , she wuz standin ' up dere in de gate lookin ' .  An ' he say , "Well,  Miz 
Allen , if yo ' knowed dat , whyn ' t  chew tell dat poah woman dat last night so she 
could of got it  from undah dere an ' ' er husban ' woulda been heah tuhday . "  

So she say , "Well , ah didn ' t want tuh do it . "  Say , "Hadn ' t  wan ' a  nuthin tub 
do ( with it ] . "  

He say , "Yo ' didn ' t  wan ' a  have nuthin tuh do wit it ? Yo ' helped dat ..an tub 
f ix it . "  He say , "Miz Mo ' , yo ' know whu t chew do wit da t ? "  He say 1 ''Yo' take dat 
aig j is '  lak i t  is an ' put it in a ' east [ yeast ]  powdah can an ' go tuh de draa 
sto I '  git chew a piece o f  lodestone . Wrap it  up an ' tie it good . "  Be •Y· nu 
a nickel piece don ' do it , git a dime piece . "  He say , "An ' ketch dat ferryboat , "  
he say , "an ' let ' er go until dat ferry g it middleways de rivah , au' let it so 
down . "  He say , "Ah ' ll bet chew she ' ll go . " 

Mama done it . See , dat Monday , ah tole mama , says , "No , ..- , don' do it . "  
She say , ".!!!,, she took yore daddy ' s life . " She say, "Ah'• soin' take hers 

de same way . " 
Mama lef ' da t Tuesday mawnin ' an ' mama came back . 
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Ah say , "Whut chew done? " 
She say , "Down de rivah . "  She say , "She went an ' she ain ' t comin ' to de top . "  

All right . 
When ah lef ' from ovah dere - ah left dere . All right . When ah went back , 

mama say 1 "Gues s whut happen tuh Miz Jenkins . Her oldes ' boy j umped out one 
night back dere in de rain an ' cold an ' got chilled wit nuthin on . An ' she went 
back tuh ' er daughtah ' s  an ' 1 er daughtah rang up fo ' de police,  ' cuz she ' s talk
in ' outa her ha id an ' dey put her in de ' tenshun [detent ion] house . "  She died in 
de ' tenshun house . When ah come ovah heah , ah heard she wuz daid . She d ied in 
de ' tenshun house . 

( She put the egg �here? )  
Yeah , dat vhu� M1% Jenkin - de one put de aig an ' had it fix fo ' papa . Dat 

boy o f  hers who she had tuh put de a ig undah dere , one Wednesday mawnin ' ah wuz 
layin ' dere,  he passed an ' he knocked on de wall an ' said tuh mama , "Say , ole 
lady , whut chew doin ' in dere?  Have mah breakfas ' r eady . "  He wuz a boy laked 
tuh j oke . An' yo ' know dem thing s dat pick up de sand an ' gravel , dat swing s . 

(Those derricks? )  
Ye-as . He vuz vorkin ' at d e  r ivah front . His oldes ' brothah wu z  workin ' dere 

too . He wen� ou� da� maWnin ' well an ' hear ty , de boy dat put de aig undah dere . 
His oldes ' bro�bah say - he said tuh ' im, "Say , Bud , s top j ump in ' up on dat thin' , 
it swayin' ovah de rivah lak dat , ' cuz it might hit chew . " He done it once , said 
he ' d do it . So de second t ime his brothah turn ' is face , he j umped up . De fellah 
says he j umped up an' grabbed it ' bout ' leven a ' clock an ' de thing swunged roun ' . 
When it swung aroan ' dey say a piec e of iron struck ' im an ' down de r ivah he went . 
So de boy say, "Ooh, buddy ,  look yo ' brothah done got ' is neck broke . He went 
right down heah . "  Say, "See de bubble . "  I t  knocked ' im in de rivah an ' seems 
lak it musta knocked ' im  undah somp in an ' he couldn ' t  come up . See . So his 
brothah went an ' looked an ' sho ' ' nuff ' is hat wuz floatin ' on top . 

Dat Wednesday evenin ' ' bout two ' clock ah wuz comin ' from work an ' ah seen de 
people roun' JIIUI&1 S  do ' an ' ah say , "Jesus , whut ' s  done happen ag ' in? "  Ah run . 
When ah runned back, ah say tuh a lady , ah say , "Whut ' s done happen a t  mah mothah 
do ' ? " ' Cuz ah lmDved she wuz sick . 

She said , '�iz Jenkins ' boy got ' is neck broke dis  night , evenin ' ,  in de Miss-
issippi Rivah ou� dere . "  

Ah say , "Which one?" 
She den say , "De li ' le one . "  
Ah say , "Dat ' s  it ! Dat ' s  de one put d e  aig undah mama ' s  step . "  Ah say , "Now , 

she took papa ' s  life an ' dat ' s  whut done happen dere . "  All right . Dey d idn ' t 
git  dat boy till dat Friday . When dey got ' im  his face wuz all p icked up so from 
de crabs an ' stuff dey couldn ' t  let ' em  see ' im . All right . Dat went well ' nuff .  

Mama go es , she did , �uh a ole lady roun ' de cornah on S ixth S treet , tuh a ole 
colored [ woman] dat tole for tunes . An ' when she walked in - mama went tuh see 
' bout mah s is tah , why she died an ' whut from . When she walked in , de ole lady 
looked at mama . Mama carried me wit ' er .  She say tuh ' er li ' le granddaughtah , 
she say , "Come heah , Mayme, take dat pitchah" - a cleah p itchah . [A rite of 
hydromancy now s tarts . ]  She say , "Go at de hydrant an ' rinse it . "  De ole lady 
didn ' t move . De chile went an ' r inse de pitchah . An ' she say , "Br ing it fulla 
watah . "  De chile brought it fulla watah an ' put it dere . She say , "Take dat 
glass  an ' go rinse it . "  De  chil e done it 1 an ' she say 1 "Gimme a clean towel ou t 
de drawah . "  An ' she wiped i t .  She took card s  � is ' about dat wide 1 nuthin on ' em , 
j is ' plain white card s . Look lak she j is '  cut em up . She stacked ' em  tuhgethah 
an ' she put ' em  on de table .  Den she took one out de top an ' she put it  down in 
dat glass of watah . She said , "Now , Mis ' Mo ' ,  yo ' set dere . Liza set· nex ' tuh 
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She say , "Yo ' wan ' a  f ind out whut chure [ sister ]  died of . "  She .,.. "Diff ' ren 

doctahs say she died of dis an ' dat , "  an ' she say , "dat chile wuz poison." She 
•y , "D e woman wuz afraid of  yo ' , " she say , "an ' tuh git  nex ' tub yo ' she dropped 
de apple where one of de chil ' ren would git it , "  she say , "an ' she kDDYed she git 
chew r ight o ff . "  

So she say , "Yo ' j is '  pay ' t enshun . So she went tuh smokin ' ' er pipe an ' so 
...a wuz talkin ' an ' ah wuz listenin ' an ' it  wuz a black foam j is '  lak yo '  put a 
aspirin in watah . Commenc e tuh foamin ' at d e  bot tom , caught in dere . An '  ah 
.. �hed it  an ' it foamed up tuh de  las ' end of  de card . Ah looked an ' she said 
blh mama , she say , "Do yo ' know da t woman? " 

Kama took a glimp se a t  de  woman an ' she went tuh cryin ' . 
(She put this s tuff in this glass of wat er? ) 
She put a plain card in de glas s of  watah - j is '  a piece of card , yo ' know , 

lak dis book . [ She points to my NumbePs book on the table . ]  Jis ' a piec e of 
plain card . Yeah, cardboard in de  glass of watah . 

(And that b lack s tar t ed to foam up ? )  
An '  it s tar t ed tuh foamin ' a t  de  bot tom , j is '  lak if  she had put somepin in 

it . It  wuz nuthin in it , ' cuz ah wa tched ' er how she f ixed it . See . All right . 
Sbe say tuh me, she say , "Liza , do yo ' know dat woman? " 

Ah say , "Yes , mam , ah knows ' er . "  
She say , "Who ' s  dat? " 
Ah say , "Dat ' s  Miz Lena Wallace . "  
(Where did you see her picture? ) 
In de  glas s of  watah , formed on de  card . Her pichure formed on de card in de 

&lass of watah , a cleah glass of watah . See . Ah say , "Yes mam , dat ' s Miz Lena 
&Bllace . She l ives on d e  lef ' -han ' side of mama . She s tout dark woman got eye
&lasses - her pichure an ' all . "  

So she say , "Dat ' s  d e  woman dat Satiday when yo ' sent de chile out " - she say , 
•Sbe know d e  chile apt tuh pick up anything . She peeled a apple an ' put so many 
&rains of strychnine in it , "  she say . [Real po ison appeared to be rare in hoc
liDo . ] "When de  li ' le  thin ' s come tuh de  back,  she dropped i t  ovah de  fenc e in 
front of ' er an ' de  li ' le thing picks it  up an ' goes to de front an ' sets down 
�e , "  an ' she say , "it  chop s all her entrails up . "  She say , "Dat chile ' s  livah 
1IIIZ cut up lak yo ' po ' ed ho t grease on it . "  An ' which it wuz , ' cuz de doc tahs 
�d a ' topsy on ' er r ight a t  home dere,  yo ' see . Mama wouldn ' t  let ' em  move 
�. An ' ' er aunt looked ovah de transom of de do ' an ' say , when d ey took her 
�s an ' ' er livah out , ' er gut s wuz black an ' ' er livah wuz j is '  lak yo ' po ' ed  
toilin ' hot grease ovah it . S ee ,  dat chopped all tuh pieces . 

"See , "  she say , "dat ' s  d e  woman who took yore chil e ' s life , " she say . "See,  
.be took de chile ' s  life,  eithah one de  chil ' ren, yo ' know, she said she ' d  git 
t.uh yo ' . " She say , "Dat woman ' s goin ' aim tuh take ' er husban ' s  life de sa.e 
..y . 11 She said , "Her husban ' belongs tuh a Great Benevolent Organization, an' 
lllle' s  aimin ' tuh git ' im out de way tuh git de  money , "  she say , "but she ' s  goin' 
lie caught up wit it . "  S ee .  All right . 

So she charged a dollah , but she tole mama if she had anythin ' tuh give ' er ,  
• .ama put ' er dollah on de table an ' walks out . So she tole mama tuh vatch 
• erself . She even tole mama how many chil ' ren an ' how many gran ' chil ' ren she ' s  
pin ' have . See .  She say , "Yore daughtah s it t in '  dere by yo 1 goin1 bave two 
chil ' ren ,  two twin boys . "  Ah is got two twin boys . She say,  1 1An 1 her na '  
chil ' ren goin ' be s ix single chil ' ren . "  Ah go t six s ingle chil ' ren sho ' ' nuff , 
etaht altuhgethah [ pr eviously she had said s ix . ]  

So mama went on out . An ' so d e  nex ' week ' er husban ' coae in off ' is work . 
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He a great b ig s tout dark fellah an ' he had d e  d iphtheria . But he wuzn ' t da t ba� 
Dat poah man usta holler at night , usta holler at night . SO ONE NIGHT WE PUT DE 
LIGHT OUT AN 1 ME AN 1 MAMA STOOD UP IN DE WINDAH WHERE WE COULD LOOK RIGHT DOWN 
AT ' I S BED . Dey had one of de s ick committees dere wit ' im . So he wuz settin '  
up an ' de man says,  " Joe , tell mah wife tub fix mah medic ine . "  I t  wu z  a medi
cine look lak red med icine in de bo t tle . So she say , "All right . "  She come in 
an ' got d e  glass  an ' den took it back . We wuz lookin ' r ight at ' er .  She come 
back wit de glass an ' she po ' d  [ pour ed ] a tablespoonful in de glass  an ' po ' d  dis  
med ic ine in an ' s t irred it up  an ' han ' it tub ' im . De man wuz talkin ' an ' he 
did lak dat an ' took ' is bo ttle an ' he looked - he d idn ' t lak dat . Ah said , " I t  
wuz God made ' im  look i n  d e  gla s s  ' for e he drank i t  .. " See . An ' he looked an ' 
he said , " Lena , wbut is  dat in de bo t tom of dat gla s s ? "  

She said , "Nutbin, Jo e . "  
He sa id , "Don ' tell me . I t  look lak Epsom salt in d e  bot tom o f  d e  glass . "  
She say , " It ain ' t nuthin . "  
So de man took it an ' looked an ' say , "Yes , it ' s  somepin dere . "  
He say tuh de man, "Go git de president at d e  cornah . "  De president lived 

right at de cornab . 
D e  ole man came , a ole tall bright [ colored ]  man . He say , "Look, Mistah 

White,  whut 1 s dat in de glass ? "  De ole man looked an ' de ole man say dere sompiD 
dere lak Epsa.., "  say, "who fixed it fo ' yo ' ? " 

He say , 11Hab wife . "  
So de ole man took ano thah glass  an ' drained i t  off an ' took a spoon an ' raked 

it out an ' put it - he say , "Joe , dat ' s  glass . "  He say , "Whut ' s  glass  doin '  in 
yore medicine? Is it in de bottle?  Wher e de bo t t le ? "  

He say , "Dere d e  bo ttle . "  She wu z  in d e  back . D e  ole man say , "Da t ' s  gla s s , 
ef i t  nevab vuz glass" [ =  "dat ' s gla s s  ef ah evah saw glass" ] .  So he say , "Call 
' er • "  

So she come an '  be say , "Lena . "  
De man call 1 er an 1 she come tub de do ' an ' Jo e say , "Whut gla s s  do in ' in mab 

medic ine? " 
She say , "TaiD ' t  no glass in de medicine ! "  
Say , " Lena , don 1 tell me it ain 1 t no gla s s  in d e  medicine . "  So when he turned, 

she run . See , be kept de pillab undah ' i s haid . She run . She went out de back 
way an ' d idn ' t come back . He died da t Sat iday mawnin ' wit de d iphther ia ,  see . 
An ' de ' took ' is body right away from dere an ' bur ied ' im  right away an ' burnt 
all of ' is clothes . See . Well , she done dat wit de int ent ion tub git whut he 
had . See . But ' fore be got so bad off , he had evahthin ' fixed so ' is one sistah 
an ' ' is mo thah got  it . Dat locked ' er out , d idn ' t  git anythin ' . All r ight . 

Mah husban ' wuz j is '  de same way , j is '  lak mah daddy wuz . Ah lived dere on 
[ something ] S treet - ah used tub live . Well , ah go t six chil ' ren now an ' mah 
husban ' work fo ' de WPA . 

(What happ ened to the other two childr en? ) 
De ' ovah de r ivah wit mah mo thah . D e  twins , mah mo thah go t ' em . She raise ' e. . 

Ah got eight altuhg ethah wit de twins . All r ight . 
Mah husban ' worked on de WPA an ' evah two weeks when he go t pa id off - well , 

ah had babies j es '  lak mama . Dey d idn ' t lak me ' cuz ah d idn ' t have tub go lookiD1 
fo ' nuthin . Mah husban ' come home an ' mah rent wuz pa id an ' ah go git mah bag of 
groceries - j is '  to t e  much groceries as ah could br ing home . See . An ' d ey d id
n ' t l ike me . See . 

Mah husban 1 wuz a person he drink very hard on paydays . Ah wuz up on de chair 
behin ' de s tove fixin ' sompin on de shelf an ' one of mah boys from ovah de rivab 
wuz settin '  down at de table . Mah husban ' wuz out in d e  yard standin ' undah de 
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fig tree talkin ' .  So ah heard de boy say tuh me , he said , ·�.· be say. "look
it Charlie . He ' s  dr inkin ' sompin outa bo t tle . De fellah givin ' · �  aa.e ��e 
vine outa bo ttle - po ' t wine . " Ah aims - well , ah j umped off de �able -· a pieee 
of wire on mah s tove caught mah dress an ' ah didn ' t wan ' a  pull de s�ave ovab � 
all mah food . By time ah go t off an ' go t roun ' dere , he had drank de ��e po ' �  
vine , roun ' ' bout a ounce . An ' d e  boy wu z  s tandin '  up dere , de boy. � ·  ' ia  
ban ' a t  papa an ' go t ano thah haifa bo t tle an ' mah husban ' reach tuh driDk aa.e 
mo '  • An ' he say , "No , yo ' drank de  whole bo ttle , so ah 'm go in ' drink dis oae. 
De ole man nex ' do tuh me he said tuh me , he said , "Dat ' s  funny dat boy ' ll 
bring white po ' t  wine in an ' give chil ' ren lak dat . "  

Ah said , "Jimmy , whut i s  dat yo ' give Charl ie? " 
He said , " It ' s  some white po ' t  wine . " 
Ah said , "Well , yo ' shouldn ' t  br ing whi te po ' t  wine lak dat , or nuthin else. 

an '  give Charlie ' cuz yo ' know he really drinks anythin ' . "  Ah said , "Whut is 
it?" 

He said , "It  ain ' t nuthin . "  
Well , ah go t mad . Ah comes outside on de gall ' ry ,  an ' de boy followed me out 

dere . He say , "Mi z Smith look lak yo ' go t mad ' cuz ah give Char lie dat wine . " 
Ah said , "Ah ' m  mad an ' mad indeed . An ' why? " Ah say , " ' Cuz it  don ' look 

right . It looks funny . "  See . So Charlie s tayed sick on me fo ' weeks . All 
right . De las ' day , dat Fr iday mawnin ' ,  he go t up ' bout three ' clo ck . He wanted 
tub go tuh work an ' ah tole ' im ,  "No . "  He didn ' t go , an ' ' bout ' !even ' c lo ck ah 
vuz aimin ' tuh send ' im tuh d e  ho sp i tal . He took wi t a change , an ' he couldn ' t  
keep nuthin on ' i s s tomach ,  evahthin ' - he couldn ' t  eat ,  couldn ' t  eat at all . An ' 
' is guts - mah husban ' s  guts wuz po sitively cooked up , look  j is '  lak a yellah aig 
[egg yellow] . He said tuh me , he said , "Hon [Honey] , ooh ah passed somepin look 
lak guts . Whut it is ? "  

Ah went an ' looked in de to ilet . Sho ' ' nuf f [ sure enough] dey ' s  j i s '  long 
pieces lak da t .  One piece wuz lak dat long an ' pucker up . An ' [ ah] says , "If 
dat ain ' t dat man ' s  guts i t  nevah wuz ' is guts . "  

Ah come in an ' he ' s  layin ' down an ' ah said , "Charlie . "  An ' he s tar ted tuh 
'VODlit . "Ooh , "  ah said , "Charlie , whut is  de ma ttah? " He rise up an ' ah said , 
•Ah ' m  go in ' sen ' fo ' de do c tah ag ' in . "  He looked at me an ' he said , "No , Honey. 
cion ' sen ' fo ' de do c tah . " He said , "Ah go tta go . "  He say , "Hon,  yo ' us ta tell 
.e ' bout drinkin ' evahthing . "  

Ah say , "Charl ie , yo ' know ah begged yo ' ' bout drinkin ' wi t evahbody . I t  
bruzn ' t good . "  A h  said , "Ah us ta tell yo ' how m a h  daddy went away from heah . 
an' mah sistah . " 

He say , "Jimmy give me dat wine da t Thur sday . "  It  wuz dat Thursday dat boy 
pve ' im  dat wine . But he say , "But dat ' s  all right , God ' s  go in ' take care of 
I :fa. II 

Ah said , "Well , whut wuz in dat wine , Charlie? " 
He said , "Well , dat wine liable tuh be mah death , de cuz o f  mah death . "  
Ah say , "Y eah , i t  may b e  yore death . "  An ' j is ' dat minute ah rushed ou� �uh 

sit de do c tah den he dropped from de  bed on de flo ' . Ah picked ' im  up an ' 

straighten ' im out in de b ed , an ' ' bout half an ' hour from dat , ou� dis vorl ' 
he vuz gone . All right . 

Aftah he died , his fingahnails wuz blue an ' he wuz a br ight , brigh� [colored ] 
.an .  His fingahnails wu z  blue , an ' ' i s tongue turned blue . His lips turned 
blue . Ah looked at ' im an ' ah said tuh mahself , ah said , "Dat vine dat boy 
pved yo ' po ison ' d yo ' • " All right . 

Ah bur ied ' im .  He died dat Friday an ' ah buried ' ·im dat Satiday. ' cuz dey say 
1f he died lak tuhday , bury ' em de nex ' mawnin ' at nine a ' clock at High Mas s .  He 
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bel ieved in Cath ' lic , an' ah bur ied ' im lak he said . All right . De white undah
takah he used tuh work fo ' ,  Mr . Martins - ah gue s s  yo ' heah talk of ' im . He said 
tuh me , he said , " Liza , why is yo ' goin '  bury Charlie so s oon? " Ah say , " He tole 
me if he die lak tuhday , bury ' im de nex ' mawnin ' at High Mass , at  nine a ' clock 
Ma ss . "  An ' ah buried ' 1m . He say , "Well , all right . "  Dat white fellah buried 
' im out at McDonnellville graveyard . 

So da t nex ' Tuesday dat boy must have heard talk of it . An ' heah he comes . 
Ah wuz s tand in ' in de li ' le room lookin ' through de glass an ' he looked at de 
do ' an ' he looked bard an' his colah changes . He ' s  a brown-skin fellah an ' he 
changed all colahs . He looked an ' he commence tuh laughin ' an ' talk tuh ' isself . 
Ah open de do ' quick an ' ah sa id , "J immy? " 

An ' he say , "Ham? "  
Ah say 1 "Come heah . " 
' Fo '  he walked in de yard , he say , "Miz Smith , ah didn ' t give C harlie nuthin 

in dat wine . "  
Ah say , "Jimmy, yo ' ain ' t wait tuh heah whut ah ha s tuh tell yo ' . " Ah said , 

"Yo ' remembah dat vine yo ' give Charlie las ' Thur sday? " 
Ah said , "Dat vine de caus e of Charlie tuh b e  in McDonnellvill e  graveyard . 

Da t '  s where he ' a layin ' up dere now . " 
He said , "Well, ah d idn' t give it tuh ' im. " 
Ah said , "Jimmy, if yo ' d idn ' t give him da t stuff , yo ' self , den somebody , "  ah 

say , "got dat s tuff an ' give yo '  tuh give him , "  ah say , " ' cuz it wuz people dat 
didn ' t lak ' im. 1 1 See . All right . 

So de boy lef ' dere ag ' in ,  an' he say , "Miz Smith , if yo ' think ah give C harlie 
anythin ' , ah ' ll carry yo '  tuh a woman ovah de rivah could tell yore for tune . "  

Ah said , "No , ah won '  go wit chew nowhere . "  Ah said , "But , Jimmy, ah give yo ' 
up in de hands of God . He take keer evahthing . "  See . 

So de nex ' Friday , de boy come back an ' he say , "Miz Smith , heah ' s  fo ' bits . "  
He laid de fo ' b its on de table an ' he said , "Treat chureself , ' cuz ah don ' wan ' 
chew think da t ah give C harlie dat . " He sa id , "But ah ' m  go in '  tell yo ' , " he 
said , " it wuz a man las ' Thur sday , bought a quart of po ' t  wine an ' come from de 
back wit da t half of po ' t  wine in de half a flask an ' tole me tuh give dat tuh 
C harl ie when he passed mah house , ' cuz he promised tuh send ' im some wine . "  

Ah said , "Didn ' t  ah tell yo ' da t somebody bought dat s tuff an ' give it tuh yo • 
tuh give C harlie? But , J immie , ah wouldn ' t  hur t chew . " 

I t  wuz a white man , where he used tuh work down dere fo ' ' i s wife , in de co ' t  
[ cour t ] . A lawyah in de co ' t , Miz Gladys Short - Miz Shor t ' s  son . He ' s  a lawyah 
in de co ' t . He sa id tuh me , he sa id , "Liza , wit dem words yo ' sayin ' dere , we ' ll  
send dat b oy to de rope . 

Ah say , "Yes , "  ah say , "but ah got 
of God . " Ah says , "Somebody give him 
in de graveyard , an ' ' is time comin ' . 
goin ' have tuh puke it up . "  

Dat ' s  whut ah know ' bout dat . 

chil ' ren , an ' ah give him up in de han ' s 
da t wine tuh give Charlie , cuz ' im  tuh be 

It may be long , but it ' s  comin ' an ' he 

PRIVATE SHRINE OF YOUNG GIRL 

AS YO ' BURN DESE TWO CANDLES� YO ' TELL 'EM� SAY� 
"WELL� JESUS� AH WANT CHEW TUH BACK ME UP 

AH WANT CHEW TUH BACK ME UP 
AS AH GO IN BACK OF MAH SPIRIT • • •  

LORD� HE 'P ME AN ' BACK MAH LIGHT UP • • •  " 
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DAT LIGHT WILL ALWAYS GIVE YO ' POWER AN ' ALWAYS HE 'P .YO 1 • • •  
DE BES ' LIGHT IS DE WHITE AN ' BLUE LIGHT TUH GIT 

DE WHITE ONE IS "MASTER " AN ' DE BLUE ONE IS "UNCLE" 
YO ' ALWAYS SAY "MASTER " BACK OF "UNCLE " 

AN ' YO ' AST HIM TUH DO SUCH-AN ' -SECH A THING 
AN ' HE 'LL DO DIS THING 

ALGIERS , LOUIS IANA 

2221 

[ I  includ e the present broken-up int erv iew of inf ormant 1587 to explain the 
background of an unu sual exp er ienc e in Algier s and as a complement of the follo� 
ing int erview - "DE BES ' DIS S IDE OF RIVAH FO ' 55 YEARS . "  In each of them I kept 
my permanent contac t man Edward Buf f ord in the room with me dur ing the int erview, 
something I had never d one befor e . The prec ed ing t i t l e-page quo ta t ion with o ther 
ma t er ial wa s pr ev iously removed from the present int erv iew to become margin t i tle 
THE PRIVATE SHRINE - MASTER AND UNCLE - JESUS AND SPIRITUALISM (No . 2 7 5 7 , pp . 7 7 3-
7 7 5 ) . I had t o  add this margin t i t l e  t o  balanc e the pr ec ed ing marg in t itle 
PUBLIC SHRINE AND THE CUSTOD IAN (No . 27 53-27 5 6 , pp . 7 7 0- 7 7 3 ) . ]  

[ Her e is my opening comment for the pr iva t e-shr ine margin t i t l e : The fo l lowing 
statements come fPom the intePview with the giP l mentioned in the INTRODUCTION 
[ [ see lateP ] ] because of heP youthfu l age foP this kind of woPk . She - though 

fami l iaP with usua l hoodoo devices - is moPe intePes ted in heP own bPand of 
spiPitua lism centePing Pound a specia l poweP Pite . 1� candles� one behind the 
otheP� aPe used; the foPWaPd b l ue candle named Unc le�  the backwaPd white candle 
named Mas teP . Unc le oP Unkas� a we l l -known spiPit� we sha l l mee t  again (see THE 
"UNKAS " MAN in IntePviews section) [ [ "" THE "UNKAS " MAN , New Orleans , La . ,  No . 8 63 ,  
pp . l2 9 5 -1309 ] ] .  She does no t say so� but any object upon which heP candl es Pes t 
tab l e� mante lpiece� bUPeau� box - mus t be cal led an a l taP . She opePates a pPi
vate shPine . ]  

[ I  d id no t d iscu s s  this g irl in the INTRODUCTION as int end ed and no t ed in the 
prec ed ing quo tat ion . Time to t ie loose thread s was lac king . Mount ing t ens ion 
and fat iqu e on account of age d emand ed the immed ia t e  release of HOODOO . Speaking 
of t ens ion , all three o f  u s  - Edward , Mack and I - were no t too well dur ing our 
vork in Alg iers . Tha t r e c e ip t  from the New Orleans Pr iva t e  Pa trol S ervic e ,  Inc . 
(see ILLUSTRATIONS ) shows the a tmo spher e und er which we lived . The white over

lord s of the und erworld su spec t ed a whit e  man who was asking s trange que s t ions 
aaong the black p eople . They had sent in their s t o o l  p igeons , male and f emale . 
(Somewhere in HOODOO I commend Edward for ge t t ing r id of or warning me against 
a stool p igeon . )  The type of work I was do ing , they knew ; also tha t I had police 
permiss ion, tha t we took the f erry back to the city long b efore dark . I respect
ed their o p inion of me . No man in his r ight mind would spend t ime and· money aDd 
inconvenienc e on such an as inine pre t ense as mine . I was an und ercover man!] 

[ This is the reason I was surpr ised when Edward brought into the interviewing 
room a small g irl , a child . He introduc ed her . She knew this work, had quite a 
reputat io n ,  he told me . I a sked her her age . S event een she answered . Even so 
I could no t see mys elf s taying in the room with her alone . Through my closed 
door op ening into Eagle Eye Hall ( INTRO . p . XL, l ine 8 )  wer e people waiting to see 
.e .  One of them could be her conf ed era t e  r eady to ru sh in a t  a planned scream . 
(For s imilar problems in f ield work ,  see marg in t i t l e  NEW ORLEANS , 1!_. , MY FIRST 
VISIT in INTRO . p .XXXI . )  S inc e I thought she knew l i t t le about hoodoo work - a 
young for tune t eller a t  b e s t  - and would r ema in only a few minute s ,  I suggest ed 
that Edward s tay in the room . I f  there were any secrets she d id not care to 
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reveal in his presence , he would leave . ]  
[ Then came the surprise . She had an excellent mind , thinking rap idly and 

speaking fluently . Someone had trained her well , possibly a member of her own 
family . She knew, thought and talked hoodoo , had made a religion of it . Candles 
cast holiness over everything . Her personal sp irit , guide or control , Uncle , did 
all work for her or o thers for whom she worked ; but she "christianized" every
thing by asking Jesus to "back up" Uncle . Once again in hoodoo Jesus is de "troick 
givero" and de "trick takero" (Madam Collins , p .  994 , 5 lines from bot tom of page) ; 
once again the Lo� Jesus Chroist is the biggest hoodoo too in de worold (p . l6 24 ,  
f ir s t  t itle quo tation) . Though I list her as from New Orleans (p . 7 7 3 ) , which is 
true , she belonged to Algiers ,  a par t o f  New Orleans "acro ss de River" or on the 
"west bank" . Her mater ial was collec ted on cylinders El32-E138 = 2965-297 1 . ] 

Yo ' wanta know ' bout hoodoos - lak if yo ' wanta know ' bout graveyard dust , 
yo ' go an ' yo ' vanta d o  somp in ag ' ins t a person or make a person drag or have 
' em  tuh do anything dat chew wan ' ' em  tuh do . 

Well , yo ' 80 tuh de graveyard an ' yo ' git de dus t  in a bag . Af tah yo ' git 
dis graveyard dust in a bag , den yo ' takes it tuh wherevah yo ' gwine tuh be . Yo ' 
steal a person ' s  piece of dere ha ir an ' den yo ' take a piece of dey clo thes an ' 
yo ' put ' em  in dis graveyard dust . An ' af tah yo ' take dis graveyard dus t yo ' 
git  dere names ,  dey who le name , age an ' how o l e  d ey is , an ' how long d ey been 
do in '  things . An '  aftah yo ' git all dat info ' mation an ' things , yo ' take an ' 
put it in dis graveyard dust . An ' when nobody is no t aroun ' an ' no t lookin ' , 
yo ' take dis graveyard dus t  an ' yo ' stick it undahneat '  dere s teps . An ' dat ' s  
fa ' tuh make dem �g . Now, while dey be draggin ' ,  d ey don ' know whut ' s  de 
meanin ' of  dey draggin ' or why dey ga in ' on droaggin ' so , becuz yo ' have dem do in '  
dese things ; but dey don ' know who did i t  tuh ' em , yo ' see . Well dat ' s  d e  grave
yard dust . 

Now yo ' take ,  especially if yo ' wanta person tuh have lak bad luck - tuh arooss 
' em . Yo ' take six penny-nails . Nails . 

(You take six penny nails or six different nails but they are one-penny nail� 
Yes . [Yes what ? ]  Yo ' take dose nails an ' yo ' put ' em in - yo ' take three an' 

put in each three walls , three cornahs de wall . An '  yo ' take two an ' cro ss ' em . 
Take d e  othah two an ' come down de steps an ' cross ' em .  Den yo ' cross it undah
neat ' de step wit a person ' s  name . [ This means we have 7 six-penny nails . ]  See, 
an ' den dat make ' em  cross . Evaht ime dey git  so cro ss dey don ' wanta see nobody 
no mo ' .  D ey don ' wanta have anything tuh do wit d is person . Dey don ' wanta even 
have tuh talk wit dis per son . Dey don ' even wanta see dis person any mo ' ,  yo ' 
see . Wel l ,  dese nails an ' d ese people done took dey name , but dey cain ' t f ind it 
where dey at . 

All r ight , if yo ' wanta take a person an ' break ' em  up , yo ' take de name an ' 
put ' em - put it in a piece o f  papah . An '  yo ' take de bag an ' yo ' git so;;, lak 
if yo ' say yo ' git some [ graveyard ] dust . An '  af tah yo ' take dis dust yo ' take 
an ' git some things [ o f theirs ]  an ' put i t  in dis bag . Yo ' put it ovah [ or ]  be
low dey place [ door ] . Now dese people break up an ' dey don ' know why dey broke 
up or whu t dey broke up fa ' .  But dey know dey breakin ' up an ' dey don ' nevah 80 
back tuhgethah , yo ' see . Yo ' see , dey don ' undahstan ' dese things , de r eason 
why yo ' did ' em so many things . 

Now yo ' take ag ' in , i f  yo ' want luck f a ' a person , yo ' take an ' yo ' wash , lak 
if yo ' wanta scrub yore house . Yo ' take yore watah an ' yo ' take an ' put some 
cinnamon an ' some sugah in dis . Now , don ' nevah s tar t tuh scrubb in ' from de 
front o f  yore house an ' go all de way back . Always s tar t f r om  de front gallery 
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[ porch] but take yore bucket an ' set it on yore gallery . 
from - s tart from de s teps . Stan ' on yor e  step an ' don ' 
� an '  den dey come from de front . Dey take dat an ' dey 
vatah , an ' den yo ' go all de way through it [ house]  back 
see . Dey take dat an ' dat ' s  fo ' luck, bringin ' luck . 

Den take an '  scrub 
nevah go dOVD bat stan ' 
take anothah di.ff 'ren 1 
wit three vataha 1 yo ' 

Now , if yo ' wan ' a  person - fo ' lak dey say a person wan ' luck fo ' B!!blia' or 
sompin lak dat . Well , yo ' take de [ bucket or shovel ] an ' yo ' g i t  some smaks. 
An '  yo ' take an ' af tah yo ' git smoke , yo ' put it - git some roaks . Sea � dey 
call it . [Sea roak is a hoodoo drug-store or mail-order-firm product that a.oke 
vben lighted . This may be my only example of the term . ] Git dese Paaks an ' yo ' 
..ake ' em . An ' yo ' put some c innamon in it an ' den yo ' put sugah in . An '  aftah 
yo '  put de sugah in it , yo ' take dese person shoe an ' yo ' takes ' em  [ the shoe] 
an' po ' it  all ovah wit dis heah [ smoke ] , yo ' see . An ' aftah yo ' take dat shoe1 
yo '  take an ' smothah i t  aroun ' [ in the smoke ] ,  den yo ' take an ' pu t dat shoe tub 
dat person nose . Den yo ' make ' em pass ovah it  [ the pan or bucket holding the 
..ake ] , make ' em pass ovah i t . An '  if he have silvah quartah, take dat silvah 
quartah an ' pass it  ovah dis smoke . An ' as he pass it  ovah de smoke , yo ' take 
an '  make yore wishes . An ' aftah yo ' make yo ' wish , well yo ' go ahead on out [ to 
sa-ble ] an ' yo ' come back [ from gambling] yo ' have so much money yo ' see . Dat ' s  
wben yo ' [ doator] , makin ' a wish fo ' somebody .  

Now if yo ' wanta break up a person - lak if yo ' wanta break up - take six pens 
[pins ] an ' cro ss it  in each pie,ce . Take lak a sweet potato an ' bus t  dat sweet 
potato an ' take dese pens [ pins]  an ' stick in dere [ cross the p ins in the pieces ] . 
AD '  take · some salt an ' b lack peppah ,  an ' take some c innamon an ' put nex ' . Well 1  
,a ' ll have dem people dere , yo ' ll have ' em s o  yo ' ll break ' em  up an ' dey don ' 
kDov whut tub do , where dey goin ' tub . Dey j is '  don ' know why dey luck so bad , 
why dey breakin ' up . Why , yo ' see , yo ' done broke ' em  up . But dey don ' nevah 
kaav where yo ' buried it at . 

(Where do you pu t these sweet potatoes _now? ) 
Bow ,  where yo ' put dese things . Yo ' bury it up undah dere [ door ] 

af papah . Well ,  dey got ta come out wit it , yo ' see . Aftah dey come 
�Ptta come cross dat step . Yo ' put it  undahneat ' dat step where dey 
.a' dat ' s  where yo ' break dem up . 

(You put six pennies in it you say? ) 

in a p iece 
out dey 
comin ' out 

Six pens - pins , do se s traight pins , an ' yo ' take yore b lack peppah an ' put 
iD it . 

Den yo ' wanta take lak if a woman wants tub draw a man tub ' er ,  dey take ' er 
a-ir .  Yo ' take a piece o f  ' er hair undah ' er arms an ' down below , an ' den yo ' 
Eakes dat an ' den yo ' put it in some coffee . Yo ' groun ' de coffee an ' let dis 
coffee drip . Let it drip an ' yo ' pu t in ' is - give it tub ' im an ' sweet it an '  
let ' im  drink it . Dat ' s  tub keep de man dere wit chew . 

BOw, if yo ' wanta man tub love yo ' so , yo ' take be low down an ' take a steak 
.. . fry dat steak an ' yo ' give it tub dis man . Dat man goin ' tub love yo ' .a '  
� he love anybody else . If  yo ' wan ' dis man tub go ' way from yo ' - yo ' daD '  
...ah wan ' tub see d i s  man n o  mo ' ,  an ' yo ' don ' want nevah heah talk of dis .an 
.a .a ' . Yo ' take de man ' s  urine an ' put it in a bottle of watah . Yo ' pat a 
11'le salt in dere an ' yo ' pu t a li ' le black peppah . Den yo ' take h1a � an ' 
�k ' is name down in dere . Yo ' go tub de Mississippi Rivah an 1 yo '  birD. but 
� take yore lef ' han ' an ' go backwards an ' turn-lak, an ' say wbatevah yo ' van '  
� .. n tub do - drift away or go ' way . Throw it  in dat rivah an 1 1f!!.' az.llt 'im. 
�· see, he won ' nevah come dere no mo ' .  He will always be drifttD an1 soin ' 
&.. place tub place . He nevah wanta see yo ' no mo ' ,  nevah wanta have talk wit 
� no mo ' . 
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Den ,  if yo ' love a man an ' yo ' wan ' dis man tuh stay wit chew an ' nobody else 
but chew,  yo ' take an ' go an ' git chew some lye watah . An ' take d is lye wa tah 
an ' throw it wherevah he go t tuh pass . Den as yo 1 pass , af tah yo ' take dat lye 
wa tah - yo ' take his name down an ' den yo ' see him comin ' tuh yo ' .  Or yo ' ketch 
' is ha t an ' yo ' taken ' is ha t an ' yo ' put three safety pins . Yo ' p in ' em undah
neat ' de linin ' . An ' af tah yo ' take d e  three saf ety pins , yo ' take de number of 
' is ha t an ' wit [width] - de shape of ' is haid . Af tah yo ' take dat , wel l ,  ' is 
min ' won ' fall on nobody . He ' ll leave d is woman an ' he ' ll treat dis woman so 
dat she have tuh put ' tm  out ,  an ' he ' ll come r ight back tuh yo ' .  

Den ag ' in, if yo ' wan ' a  man an ' lak ' im  tuh be so by yo ' an ' br ing all d e  
money tuh yo ' - don ' wan ' ' im  tuh bend tuh nobody else - all yo ' do , ketch ' im  
when he ' s  ' sleep , an ' take one his stockin ' s  an ' piece of one his undahweahs , 
one his shir t s ,  an ' clip a piece off ' is hat ,  an ' den yo ' put it undahneat ' dere. 
See, yo ' got ' is s trength an ' he haven ' t  got any mo ' his strength . All ' is 
strength is gone ovah tuh yo ' .  Now when he go out fo ' his money an ' anybody ast 
' im , say, "Well ,  treat . "  Wel l ,  he say , "Ah go t tuh hurry up an ' bring it tuh 

mah wif� . "  An '  whatevah she give ' im  he take it . See . Well , his hair done 
made ' tm  so dat she go t all ' is strength . She drawin ' ' im  tuh ' er .  

(Where does she put this stuff ? )  
His hair ? Yo ' bury dat . Yo ' supposed tuh bury it . All dat yo ' bury where 

yo ' go t ta pass [ over it] . See, lak if yo ' comin ' out de front , yo ' bury it at 
de front do ' .  If yo ' comin ' out ,  always comin ' out de back,  yo ' bury it at de 
back do ' .  See . If yo ' always gotta pass de do ' ,  yo ' put it ovah de sill of  de 
do ' ,  yo ' see . An '  da t ' s  [ to ]  bring love . 

Now, if  yo ' want a person - lak, yo ' know, a person yo ' don ' wanta see ' im  no 
mo ' ,  don ' want tuh have ' im  look in yore sight . Yo ' don ' t wanta even be bothahed 
wit ' im . Well ,  he been worryin ' yo ' so an ' yo ' don ' wanta have nuthin tuh do 
[with him] . All yo ' j is '  take an ' do is go an ' git chew three hairpins . Take 
dese hairpins an ' cross ' em , an ' as yo ' cross dem hairpins , yo ' make three crosses 
[ signs of the cross] cross dose hairpins , an ' yo ' put it undahnea t '  yore steps . 
An ' when he leave, yo ' pin ' im  a piece in ' is back, in ' is clo thes where he can ' t  
f ind it . Den yo ' wr ite such ,  lak if yo ' take dat lak John, yo ' take an ' put a 
cer tain scripture out de Bible an ' put it on ' is back . Well , he ' ll leave an ' 
yo ' ll nevah see ' tm  no mo ' .  He nevah want have nuthin [ to ]  do wit chew . Yo ' 
see ,  he always runnin ' ,  carryin ' on . 

All r ight , yo ' take if yo ' wanta make a person go crazy . Yo ' take a piece of 
dere hair [ from head] an ' dey take dat piece below in de body . Yo ' take an ' yo ' 
burn it . Yo ' take it out an ' don ' let it burn too much .  Yo ' take an ' bury it , 
an ' af tah yo ' bury it , dat person mind begin tuh leavin ' ' im, an ' de blood begin 
tuh fo up in d ey haid an ' begin tuh make dem crazy . Well , yo ' see , yo ' undah
stan all de doctors [M . D . ' s ] won ' t  be able [ to ]  undahs tan ' it ; but if dey 
[ hoodoo doctor s ]  found dis piec e ,  well dat kin bring dem back . But if dey don ' 
nevah found d is ,  well dey mind always be crazy . Dey nevah have good sense , an ' 
dey go out dere bodies . Wel l ,  dey always be goin ' , drif tin ' so far ' way , an ' yo ' 
don ' nevah see dese people no mo ' .  

Some people give yo ' a bag wit seed s in it . [ This is a hoodoo bag or hand 
with seeds . ]  Yo ' take dese seeds  an ' some sweet ,  sweet-smellin ' cloth an ' yo ' 
take some bay rum an ' rub it , dis  heah,  an ' yo ' give a per son dat , say , "Dis cost 
so-much-an 1 -sech . "  An ' yo ' take dis bag an ' yo ' take it away an ' yo ' evah d o  so 
much wit [ it ] . [ For use o f  seed , see Nos . l947-19 52 ,  pp . 570-57 1 and elsewhere . ]  

Yo ' take a rabbit foot an ' wrap it up . Yo ' kin do so many things . Well , go 
an ' yo ' take d is rabbit foot an ' stick in a person purse when dey always broke . 
Dey nevah go t nuthin,  nevah have it . But yo ' go tta have it in sech a way - cut iD 
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dis pocketbook an ' set dis rabb it foo t so dey would nevah know dis rabbit in dere . 
But yo ' go tta cut dis rabb it foo t o f f , so dat dey won ' t  know whut ' s  in dis . Dey 
von ' know dis rabb it foo t in dere . An ' af tah dis rabb it begin tub travel [the 
foot mus t  b e  taken from a l ive rabb it ] an ' yo ' begin tub travel , yo ' always be 
broke . Yore mind always tryin ' to cr inge . Yo ' go outa yore mind . Yo ' nevah 
know who ' s  fo ' yo ' an ' who ag ' ins t yo ' .  Yore min ' always travelin ' ,  too .any 
things , yo ' always think dis an ' dat . Well , yo ' nevah know who do in ' dese thins� 
see . Well , dat rabb it is always workin ' on yore mind . Somet ime it work an ' vork 
an '  carry yo ' ovahbo ' d ,  kill yo ' ,  or yo ' git drown or somp in lak dat . Yo ' always 
aoin ' diff ent ly [dif f erent ly] . Well , yo ' see , yo ' see yo ' taken dat [ from the 
rabb it? ] .  

Den ag ' in when yo ' wanta know any o thah thing lak dis , yo ' take an ' say , '�ell , 
ah wanta go sech-an ' -sech a place but ah haven ' t  sech-a-cent a money . "  All yo ' 
ao tta do is git chew some c innamon . Yo ' take dis c innamon an ' put in yore han ' 
an '  some sugah . An ' as yo ' take de sugah - yo '  take a lump o f  sugah an ' yo ' 
walk . An ' as yo ' walk,  yo ' rub yore han ' s  good an ' take some salt an ' rub all 
avah yore han ' s .  Now , if yo ' s  a gamblin ' man an ' yo ' gamble , yo ' take j is '  a 
pinch o f  sal t an ' a pinch o f  black peppah an ' some c innamon . An ' yo ' put it in 
zore pocke t  an ' yo ' [ go ]  along about chur e business . Take some bay rum on a 
... 11 rock an ' yo ' keep dis rock . As yo ' keep dis rock , well as dis rock begin 
tub - yo ' go in a place tub gamb le , yo ' always win an ' yo ' ll nevah lo se . Yo ' 
vin so [ much ] money , yo ' see . Well , dat rock is helpin ' yo ' out . 

[Here is a magic rock fed with bay rum used as a gambling hand. For magic 
rocks and stones , see STONES OR ROCKS ,  p . 65 0f . ,  and elsewher e ;  also some 32 
ezamples in FAC I ,  1st ed . :  No . 531 ,  p . 2 0 (weather s ign) ; 1652 , p . 7 5 (pro tect 
chickens ) ;  2 98 2 ,  p . l44 (keep hair from falling out ) ; 305 0 ,  p . l46  (make next too th 
come in straight ) ;  4228 , p . 2 0 2  (war t cur e ) ; 5 09 9 , p . 248 ( s ty cur e ) ; 537 3 ,  p . 264 
(rheumat ism cur e ) ; 6 9 7 9 ,  p . 344 (divinat ion) ; etc . ] 

Yo ' take a b eef tongue an ' put saf ety pins in it  an ' de �· Yo ' put a per
son ' s  name an ' yo ' put dey age an ' yo ' put dere month , de day yo ' wuz bo ' n  in i t  
an '  all . Yo ' take d i s  beef tongue an ' yo ' wrap it  up in a new clo th .  An ' af tah 
yo ' wrap it up in new clo th yo ' put it  down in a bag . Af tah .  yo ' put it in d is 
bag , yo ' take i t  [ to ]  a c er tain person ' s  plac e where yo '  want dis person tub do 
sech-an ' - sech a thing . Yo ' want ' em tub lie plenty or s t eal plenty . Yo ' take 
dis bag an ' yo ' go , lak yo ' set t in '  in dey house , an ' if  dey have a hole in dere 
plac e ,  yo ' take dis b eef tongue an ' yo ' s t ick it in a wall . An ' as yo ' stickin ' 
it in de wal l ,  yo ' make a wish lak yo ' say , "Ah want dem tub always suf fah . "  
&ell , dis b eef tongue an ' dese p ins an ' things will always keep yo ' [ in trouble] . 
AD '  st ickin ' needles [ she add s these ] , d ey almo s ' send yo ' up de rivah [ up the 
M1ss is s ipp i to the penit ent iary - State pr ison] . Yo ' don ' know of yo ' self . Yo ' 
always takin ' yo ' self an ' go o f f  tub a certain place . Well ,  yo ' take each pin 
an '  yo ' - dese pins do so many d if f ' ren ' things . A safety an ' a s traight pin 
kin do so many things wit a tongue . 

A tongue , yo ' kin take a tongue an ' s t ick it in a person ' s  food an' &J.os ' 
poison ' em  or almo s ' weaken dem .  Take dere strength, dat ' s  whut a toqgue kin do . 

Take a per son ' s  foo t track an ' keep a per son travelin ' .  Don ' nevah travel . 
All yo ' go t ta do is tub take a per son ' s  foo t track an ' de number of d!f shoe . If 
yo ' kin git de sho e  befo ' - af tah yo ' kin git  dis  track ,  yo 1 po t  dere ua.e under
aea t ' of d e  bo t tom of dey sho e track . D en af tah yo ' put dere na.e in [the bot tle 
or o ther container ] yo 1 take an ' yo 1 put three pins in i t ,  safety pins, an '  yo ' 
tell ' em ,  "Go , an ' ah don ' want chew tub s top . 11 An '  wherevah dey stop - dey may 
stop in d e  r ivah [ drown] . Yo 1 may nevah heah from dem . Dese people may vanish 
avay . Yo ' take dey f o Q t  track an ' yo ' do do se things wit it.  
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Dey take yore pichure an ' run yo ' crazy wit it . Well , dey take yore pichure 
�n ' yo ' take dat pichure an ' yo ' bury dat pichure .  Bury dat pichure s o  long , but 
yo ' gotta have a piece o f  de person hair fo ' dat pichure .  Take dat pichure an ' 
yo ' bury it . An ' aftah yo ' bury dis pichure ,  dis person begin tuh git li ' le an ' 
thin an ' begin tuh fal l  away . Dey begin tuh git po ' ,  all dat . Well , d ey begin 
tuh drift , evah day dey lak dey driftin ' t ill dey die . As de pichure vanish 
' way , d ey vanish . Long as dat pichure stayin ' good , dey good . Long as yo ' put 
dat pichure down in de mud or sompin lak dat ,  well as yo ' go an ' look at dis 
pichure an ' dat pichure begin tuh git old an ' funny-lookin ' ,  dey begin tuh git 
old an ' dey face begin tub turn away . Well , yo ' see , long dey pichure dey ' s  all 
r ight . 

Yo ' take a broom an ' yo ' turn i t  ups ide  down an ' de person [ owner of broom] 
nevah have good luck . Yo ' take a broom an ' yo ' b eat  a person wit it an ' yo ' send 
' em  tub j ail . 

Yo ' take a broom an ' yo ' set it ' cross de do ' .  An ' lak if a person go in ' tub 
de co ' t . yo ' set it ' cross de do ' ;  an ' if yo ' don ' want ' em  tuh win, yo ' kin 
cross ' em. Dey don ' nevah come through . 

(How do you cros s  them? ) 
Dey don ' nevah git a j ob . 

Yo ' take a chair an ' turn it 
ovah dis broom . Den yo ' put 
ably a new rite for HOODOO . ]  
d ey always outa luck . 

Yo ' take de broom an ' set  it ' cross [ the door ] . 
ovah de broom ,  an ' take anothah broom an ' cross  it 
dat person [ name] in wit dat broom . [ This is prob

Dey always goin ' an ' nevah, nevah receive nuthin , 

(What about that broom in that court cas e ,  about going to cour t ?  What do you 
do with that broom in cour t ? ) 

Well , when yo ' go in ' tuh co ' t  an ' yo ' wanta git outa co ' t ,  yo ' know . Lak yo ' 
goin ' tuh co ' t  an ' yo ' wanta win a case or sompin lak dat . All yo ' do i s  j is '  
turn dat broom ovah . Yo ' turn evahthing ovah in yore house .  An ' yo ' take yore 
bed an ' yo ' turn i t  ovah . ' See , an ' all dat . 

Well , yo ' kin take a man ' s  sock an ' yo ' kin take a man ' s  sock an ' bury it . 
Take a man ' s  sock lak if yo ' take a piece of  ' is undahweah an ' a piec e  of ' is 
hair from und�is ahms [ arms ] , a piece o f  ' is hair up heah [ head ] an ' a piece 
below .  Yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' wrap dat sock u p  an ' yo ' boil it . But i t  have 
tuh be  a black sock . Yo ' take some pins an ' junk in dat sock.  Yo ' take some 
black peppah an1 put dis black peppah in dere . An ' den yo ' put dat sock wherevah 
dat man ' s  gotta pass or wherevah - r ight whah [where ]  he sleep at . Yo ' s t ick it 
undahneat '  an ' bury it in de ground . Yo ' bury dis sock . Well , dat makes ' im 
all d e  time he don ' nevah think about nobody but chew . An ' yo ' ll nevah see any
body in ' is eyesight but chew. Well , dat sock is  drawin ' ' im tuh yo ' ,  evah day . 
But d e  sock got not tuh be clean . It gotta b e  a d irty sock tuh do dat thing , yo ' 
see . An ' he ' ll always think o f  yo ' mo ' d en he think of any othah woman . An ' yo ' 
kin draw ' im mo ' tuh yo ' .  If he happen tuh leave da t same sock, yo ' kin go git 
dat sock an ' git anothah piece of ' is dere  [ in the hous e ] , an ' bring ' im back 
dere . An ' he ' ll stay wit chew unt il he die . 

Ketch a frog an ' take it an ' dry i t . Lak if a person cookin ' , aftah yo ' dry 
it , yo ' take d is frog an ' yo ' fry it . If a person i s  cookin ' an ' dey don ' know, 
an ' yo ' take d is frog an ' throw it in dey food . An ' d en dey go tuh eat . Well , 
undahstan ' ,  yo ' cut all de frog ' s  feet off an ' all d e  skin off an ' j is '  don ' let 
' em  see de feet or nuthin . An ' yo ' take dis frog an ' yo ' give it tuh ' em. An ' 
if dey eat d is frog , it ' ll grow in ' em; an ' as it grow,  it always will begin tuh 
work in ' em . It work in ' em  until i t  eat evahthin ' out dey body , an ' den it 
kill ' em. 

(Is there any way o f  getting those frogs out ? )  
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Well , de onliest thing yo ' kin g it ' em  out , if yo ' pray an '  yo ' � - - lak 
yo ' tel l a person - take , some black peppah an ' some salt an ' aa.e wa� ... yo ' 
git dis outa dis person . An ' it ' ll come . An ' yo ' give ' em  lak i� ' a a .... af 
bot [ Ep som? ] sal t s ,  or a dose of  black draught ,  an ' let ' em  go ou� . AD' dea tell 
' em  tuh set in a place , an ' as dey go out , dey ' ll see dem things crawlia' .  

Take his feet , a tur tle ' s  feet . An ' take dat turtle ' s  feet an ' j ia' -
kinda gall s in dis turtle , an ' yo ' give it tuh dis person.  If it ' s a 70!!1 � 
tle lak git tin ' young things , yo ' take his aig ,  whut i s  goin' tuh bus� [bur£] 
anothah tur tle . An ' lak if yo ' goin ' roun ' a per son, yo ' make a sandwich aa' 
give it to ' em . When dey eat dis sandwich ,  well dey begin tuh swell . An' 1o111 
as dis a ig done bus t an ' dis l i ' le tur tle come out - long as dis aig will bus� 
an '  dat li 1 le tur tle will grow . An ' as de little turtle will grow , de mo '  da� 
�ur tle grow , de mo ' dat aig will git bigger an ' bigger , an ' dere body will be 
uuthin but a b ig tur tle in dere . 

"DE BES ' D I S  S IDE DE RIVAH FO ' 55  YEARS" AND HER AS S I STANT 

KETCH A CATFISH • • •  GIT DE HOOFS • • •  DE HOG HOOF, HIS FO ' HOOF • • •  
TAKE THREE OF 'EM AN ' YO ' PARCH 'EM 

YO ' PUT SOME CAYENNE PEPPAH - DAT 'S DE BADNESS, DAT 'S WAH [ WAR] 
RED PEPPAH - AN ' [ GET] THREE OF DE GROWIN ' PEPPAH OFF DE BUSHES 
AN ' YO ' PUT ALL DAT TUHGETHAH • • •  PUT DAT IN DE CATFISH MOUTH AN ' 

SEW IT UP AN ' THROW 'IM OVAHBO 'D 
[BUT FIRST] WRITE DEY NAME, WRITE IT SO • • •  

NINE TIMES [AND] WRITE IT IN DE FO ' CORNAHS • • •  
BUT DE NINE TIMES RIGHT IN DE MIDDLE [DEMONSTRATES] 

[I DESCRIBE DEMONSTRATION] 
(YOU HAVE A PIECE OF PAPER LIKE THAT AND 

YOU WRITE THE NAMES ACROSS EACH OTHER CATERCORNERS 
[MAKING A CROSS IN EACH CORNER] ON THAT PAPER 

ACROSS CORNERS AND THE REST YOU PUT IN THE MIDDLE) 
LET DE NINE FALL RIGHT IN DE MIDDLE 

AN '  FOLD IT FROM YO ' LAK DIS [DEMONSTRATES] 
[I DESCRIBE DEMONSTRATION] 

(KEEP FOLDING IT IN TRIANGLES, KEEP FOLDING IT FROM YOU) 
PUT IT IN DE CATFISH MOUTH AN ' SEW IT UP WIT BLACK THREAD 

AN ' THROW DE CATFISH OVAHBO 'D AN ' CURSE IT 
AN ' DAT 'S  HELL - DAT 'S RAISIN ' CAIN AN ' HELL 

ALGIERS , LOUIS IANA 

[Af ter the young girl in the preceding interview PRIVATE SHRINE OF YOOBG GIRL 
bad lef t  the room ,  my contac t man Edward Bufford brought in a succession of in
formants ,  mo st of them knew little about the ma ter ial wanted . These lesser 
people we welcomed because they sometimes supplied a few excellen� ri�es, and 
�ey were always valuable in flushing out the experts ; perhaps I sbould say , in 
act ing as a cover for the exper ts  - the bigger the crowd , the a.aller �he -��en
�ion on the ind ividual . Among the latter were MADAM MURRAY (1589) pp . l276-1289 
aDd CUSTODIAN OF A SHRINE (1598)  pp . ll3 9-1158 . Finally c:aae ''DE BES '  DIS SIDE 
DE RIVAH F0 1 55  YEAHS , "  No . l602A . Edward had kept her waitin& �oo long, but such 
delays wer e unavoidable when some of our people l ived 5 or 10 �es away in all 
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d irec t ions . Occas ionally , too , people refused to keep an appo intment , compelling 
our taximan Mack to seek a subst itute or to return to Eagle Eye Hall to drive 
someone home . Somehow the young girl of the PRIVATE SHRINE met the fifty-f ive 
year prac t it ioner and upset her says Edward later . How and where ,  in hall or 
taxi , I do no t know . The old lady,  t ired and nervou s and frightened , appeared 
before me . I asked Edward to r ema in in the room . He and I tr ied to hand le her 
carefully . Af ter a number of false star t s , she began with the t itle quo tat ion . 
For these interviews of No s . l602A and 1 603 , the younger woman who came with her , 
we used cylinder s  El93 : 1-El9 6 : 5  = 302 6-3029 . ]  

Yo ' take de catf ish . Ketch a catfish an ' yo ' git de hoofs  [ hooves ] lak ah 
tole yo ' [ before we s tar ted to record ] , de hog hoof , his fo ' hoof , an ' yo ' take 
three of ' em  an ' yo ' parch ' em .  Yo ' put some cayenne peppah - dat ' s  de badnes s ,  
dat ' s  war , r ed  peppah - an ' three o f  d e  growin ' peppah off de bushes . An ' yo ' 
put all dat tuhgethah , an ' yo ' put dat in de catf ish mouth , an ' sew it up an ' 
throw ' fm  ovahbo ' d . [ But f irst]  write d ey name, write it so [ d emonstrates ] .  

(Just onc e or what ? )  
Nine t imes . wr ite it in de fo ' cornahs [ o f  the paper ] , write it so ; but d e  

nine t imes r ight in de middle [ d emonstrates ] .  
[ I  describe her demonstrat ion . ]  
(You have a piec e  of paper like that and you WRITE THE NAMES ACROSS EACH OTHER 

catercorner& on that paper , ACROSS CORNERS ,  and the rest you pu t in the middle . )  
Let de nine fall r ight in de middle,  an ' fold it from yo ' lak d is . 
(KEEP FOLDING IT IN TRIANGLES , KEEP FOLDING IT FROM YOU . )  
Put it in d e  catfish mouth an ' sew it up wit black thread an ' throw de catfish 

ovahbo ' d  an ' curse it an ' DAT ' S  HELL . DAT ' S RAI SIN ' CAIN AN '  HELL . 
(Wha t do you do that for ? )  
Tuh break anybody up , tuh make fus s ,  tuh make ' em  move . 
(Do you have to wr ite bo th tho se part ies ' names down there or j us t  one par ty? ) 
Who somevah yo ' want moved . 
(That is to send them away , send them out of town . ) 
[ Our informant began with one of tho se complicat ed fold ing r ites (see d iagrams 

on p . 214 2 ) . S ince I d id no t dare ques tion her too c lo sely , I mus t  rely on my own 
comments a t  the t ime and two other examples of fold ing given in margin t it les : 
FOLD TO YOU INTO TRIANGLES ,  and FOLD (ROLL) 4 CORNERS TO CENTER , bo th under SEXUAL 
IMPOTENCE . ] 

A 

1 6 2 
+ + 

5 
9 + 7 

f+- + 
4 8 3 

B 

8 
, 1"', , I ' , ' I ' 

7 ( _ _  5 _ _ _  , 9  

2 6 1 

c 

8 

7 9 

[ In d iagram A we have a square , po ints 1-2-3-4 . Where the d iagonals of this 
square would cro s s  at point 5 ,  we have the center of this square .  Po int s 1-2-3 -
4-5 also make a quincunx . We have 9 names cro ssed in this square, s o  that 8 names 
are cro s s ed in the 4 corners , and the 9th name is halved and cro s s ed in the center 
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at po int 5 .  Our problem is to fold this square so that  the crossed ua.es re.ain 
in the center ; always fold ing from u s 1  always fold ing into triangles . Sola�ion: 
(1) fold from you po int 3 to 5 1  creat ing a triangle at po ints 8-5-7 ; (2) fold 
from you po int 4 to 5 1  creating a tr iangle at  po int s 8-5-9 . Turn this diagr .. 
clockwise unt il it is upside down a s  in d iagram B .  In diagram B fold fro. you 
point 1 to 5 1  creat ing tr iangle 6-5-9 1 and fold from you po int 2 to s .  crea�fas 
�riangle 6-5-7 . We now have in d iagram C a square 7-8-9-6 1 half the size of i�s 
former self ; a square compo sed of 4 tr iangles . and all cro ssed 9 names in the 
center . This f inal square of four tr iangles we fold once away from you 1 poin�s 
6 to 8 1  creat ing tr iangle 7 (6+8 ) 9 .  Again 1 if wanted 1 fold once away from you . 
always turning d iagram clockwise . ] 

[After informants f irst  rite1  j ust explained by diagrams . she is st ill nerv
ous.  Before turning on record ing machine again I thought it wise to let contac t 
.. n Edward ask the next question which follows : ] 

(Now1 ef ah wanta br ing somebody back home tuh me 1 how would ah git dem back? 
Please ma ' m . )  [ Question by contact man Edward . No te his courtesy . ]  

All r ight 1 now ah tell yo ' how ah gits ' em back.  Now yo ' write his name if 
yo ' want a man 1 wr ite his name nine t imes . so - lak ah tole yo ' [ in preced ing 
rite ] . 

(CATERCORNER ACROSS EACH CORNER OF THE PAPER? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . An ' yo ' git chew some - it ' s  a powdah call • • • •  
[Record ing s topped here to give her a chance to recover . As I look back 

through the year s my Teled iphone here and many other places should have been 
kept go ing to show some of the collec t ing problems . Eventually she s tar t s  to 
give me one of the numerous coconut r ites familiar to the New Orleans area . ] 

(Take a coconut . )  [Comment by author . ]  
Dis fo ' war • • • •  Takes a bulldog an ' git de turd from a bulldog . 

dat bulldog an ' take a lemon an ' pu t it  [ bulldog ' s  passage ] in de 
it [ lemon]  in de coconu t . Jis ' have a sharp knife an ' d ig a hole 
hole in de coconu t  • • • •  

An ' yo ' take 
lemon an ' put 
- yo ' d ig a 

[Again informant breaks down and record ing is s topped . I now comment on the 
situation . ]  

(This woman [ 1602A]  who was in here talking - Edward had to stay with her 1 she 
wa s  so nervous .  He says that she i s  supposed to be  the best here in town . She 
seems to know her stuff 1 but she was just so nervous she couldn ' t  talk . I sent 
her out to recover . I don ' t  know whether she is go ing to come back again or not .  
This i s  1603 [ next ] .  So we shall have to wait a lit tle while . She says every
body out there is talking abou t that she is go ing to be sent to j ail 1 and some
thing is go ing to happen to her . )  

[ The woman (1603)  who had come with the old lady now enter s the room .  We 
should have taken her f ir s t . I ask her to repeat the r ite she had given Edward 
as a token that she knew something abou t the subj ec t . ]  

(Now1 j u st what you told him about br inging the man back1 if he left . )  
Now1 tuh git a man back1 ah git me a bran ' -new black cloth1  about a yard . an ' 

ah cut it in nine pieces ; yo ' know1 s traight 1 s traight . An ' dem nine strips ah 
tie dem in nine knots . 

(Do you t ie each s tr ip in nine kno t s  or do you t ie them altogether into nine 
kno ts ? )  

Tie each strip . Yo ' know1 j is '  take a str ip an ' j is '  t ie nine koots.  an ' take 
it an ' put it aroun ' yore waist - put it aroun ' ' is waist . An' aftah ah do dat 1 
nine mawnin ' s  af tah dat 1 ah make ' em take a bath . See .  An ' af tah ah make ' em  
take a bath 1 well she really want s  tuh be  wit me [ him] . See . Some othah people 
have ' em  while ah 'm  gone 1 but he wants tuh be wit me . Ah make hfm take a bath 
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an ' he knows ah ' ve got dat [ str ips or bathwater or both? ] . Ah make ' em take a 
bath in Epsom salts fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' af tah he take a bath fo ' nine maw
nin ' s ,  ah make ' em  bathe his feet an ' pu t some mustard undah ' is feet , an ' let 
' im  walk in dat mustard in ' is shoes , an ' den weah dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' 
ah take dat mustard outa dere an ' take it  an ' put i t  in a bottle , an ' bury it 
undahneat '  de step fo ' nine mawnin ' s  tub de sunrise . 

(With the po int of the bo ttle? ) 
Wit de po int up . Po ints dat up an ' let it stay dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Aftah 

nine mawnin ' s  ah take it u p  an ' br ing it in de house . Ah let it stay in de house 
fo ' nine mawoin' s .  Den me an ' ' im  be ' s  all r ight . 

(Well , now, how are you go ing t o get these black strips around - he ' ll know 
you got them around him won ' t  he? ) 

Well , he wants tub be wit me . Dere ' s  othah people tryin ' tub git ' im from me 
an ' he tells me he wants tub b e  wit me . 

(And that ' s  to help him stay with you? ) 
Yessuh . 
( If some other person is trying to get him away and he wants to stay with you , 

he ' ll let you do that to him . These nine p ieces of  cloth t ied? ) 
Jis ' cut ' em  wit a pair of bran ' -new scissors . 
(Then you put this around his body? Wha t do you pu t that in around his body? ) 
All d e  way roun ' , j is '  de whole str ip roun ' wit nine kno t s . 
(Do you tie these nine things together ? ) 
Jis ' knots,  tie ' em  tuhgethah . 
(Won ' t  they fall off him? ) 
No , dey ' re tied . Ah t ie ' em  aroun ' heah . Ties nine kno t s  in ' em . 
(But you tie nine kno t s  into each separate strip ?  Or do you t ie all the 

strips together and make nine kno ts tying them together around there? ) 
Tie ' em  tub each strip an ' pu t dat roun ' ' is wa ist . 
(Now, here ' s  one strip . You put tha t  around his wa ist and take ano ther strip 

and t ie a knot there , and take ano ther strip and tie the kno t there . Take an
o ther strip and tie the kno t there . Then you have sor t  of a necklace around his 
body . There ' ll be nine kno ts because you have tied nine of these things around 
his body . Then you do all these other things , and tha t  will hold him with you ? ) 

Yes . 
[ We now move on to ano ther rite . ]  
Fo ' separat in ' a person . Yo ' take a bran ' -new piece  of  white cloth - about a 

yard , white clo th - when yo ' connect ion tuhgethah . Yo 1 take an ' - yo ' know whut 
ah mean - take dat an1 do yore par t  wit dat , an 1 yo ' keep dat . Yo ' stick dat 
ins ide yore p illahslip . An ' when he gone - when he gone yo ' take dat piece an ' 
write his name on dat piece of cloth,  an ' keep it  dere an ' wrap it in a piece of 
brown papah . Put ' is name on top dat p iece of brown papah whut chew fold in der� 
Take an ' fold it evenly an ' wr ite his name on dere . An ' take dat cloth an ' a 
p iece of  brown papah an ' take da t an ' yo ' git some ashes . Af tah yo ' gits de 
ashes , yo ' takes de ashes an ' yo ' rub on ' is name lak dat , on dis piece of brown 
papah on ' is name . Yo ' could take de ashes an ' rub it on ' is name lak da t .  An '  
' is name , yo ' might rub it  off a little bit , bu t da t don ' t mean fo ' ' im no t tub 
say nuthin tub yo ' or be wit yo ' .  Well , yo ' take an ' rub j is ' a little bit lak 
dat , an ' yo ' take da t lit tle bit of ashes . An ' take dat ashes an ' dampen it an ' 
yo ' fold it r ight up . An ' den yo ' take da t an ' yo ' put dat in a box . Aftah yo ' 
put dat in a box ,  den yo ' dig a hole [ in the floor ? or wall? ] an ' yo ' d ig it � 
bin ' de to ilet . Let dat stay behin ' der e ,  runnin ' watah, an ' when dat watah 
flush,  r ight behin ' runnin ' watah . An ' let da t stay dere fo ' thirty days t ill 
yo '  dig it up . Den yo ' take it an ' yo ' take it in a bo ttle . Pu t da t down in a 
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bo ttle . When yo ' put dat in a bottle , yo ' ll hold dat fo ' abou� D1ae .. vudD ' s  mo' . 
Den yo ' carry it tub de Mississippi [ River ] an ' dig it r ight a �  de edle of de 
watah . Be ra ttlin ' . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat ' ll break yo ' apar t . 
(That is , if  you want to get r id of  this man, you do tha t . You take a piece. 

piece of  white cloth . And then what do you do with that cloth? You �pe b1. 
vi�h that cloth? ) 

Don ' wipe her self wit da t clo th . Ah won ' use de cloth mahself . Le� · � use 
i� . 

(Let him use it . Then you wr ite his name on that cloth? ) 
On de cloth . An ' take de clo th an ' wr ite his name on dat cloth . An ' gi� a 

piece o f  brown papah an ' wr ite his name on top o f  i t  an ' fold i t  nea tly . Aftah 
yo ' fold de clo th neatly, take de piece of papah an ' wr ite his name on de piece 
of papah , an ' take some ashes . 

(The a shes you rub on tha t  name , tho se are the ashes you pu t in the box . )  
An ' take a little pinch o f  it  an ' put it  on - j is '  pick it  up af tah yo ' rub 

it . Pick it  up an ' fold da t in a l ittle piece of  de papah . See , af tah yo ' rub 
dat name off a lit tle b it . Den yo ' take dat an ' put da t in a bottle , an ' keep 
it in dat bottle fq ' ' bout a month . Keep it  fo ' a month an ' take it af tah de 
end of de month an ' bury it tub de sunr ise . An ' af tah yo ' take it from de sun
r ise , yo ' keep it in yore house nine mawnin ' s  af tah de month . Den yo ' take it 
an ' put it in de bo ttle,  an ' carry it tub de r ivah an ' bury where de watah 
r isin ' . Yo ' takin ' an ' bury it . 

(Now wha t about - what do you put in the pillow? ) 
Yo ' put dat clo th in de pillah , af tah yo ' git through usin '  it . Jis ' leave 

it stay in dere fo ' ' bout - anyhow fo ' de night . Jis ' keep it  dere fo ' de night 
an ' he ' ll go off . _ 

(Then you put this clo th in the paper ? )  
Af tah de nex ' mawnin ' yo ' put dat in dere . 
(And you wr ite the name on that clo th? ) 
Put de name on da t clo th . 
(Then you wr ite the name also on this piece of paper ? )  
On de papah , af tah yo ' fold it in dere . 
(What do you do with tha t  clo th now? ) 
Yo ' take dat clo th an ' put it in de papah , an ' yo ' fold dat papah nex ' �uh de 

name r ight on dat cloth an ' on dat papah too . 
(Well , wha t do you do with that paper and the clo th ' in ther e?  What do you do 

with that package? ) 
[Machine turned off  br iefly, then I try once more . ]  
(We are get t ing this all mixed up again . Now you take this piece of clo�h aDd 

you put it in this piece of paper . And you roll that piece of  paper af�er JOU 
wr ite his name on it . Then you take ashes and you rub his name like �ba� . )  

Jis ' lak dat , off  a l ittle . 
(Now you take a pinch of these ashes and you pu t it  back in �his piece of 

paper . Do you put it back in that piece of  paper that has the piece of clo�h 
in there? ) 

Uh-hah . 
(Then you take this whole package and put it into the bottle? ) 
Yeah , put it in de bottle . 
(Now about this graveyard , star t r ight a t  the beginning as JOU did before and 

�ell me the same thing r ight over . Then we will know how �o �ell �he s�ory, see .) 
Some of ' em  says dat chew go der e a t  night . Yo ' go �uh de ce.e�ery a� night 
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an ' git  d ir t  off de people grave whut d ied bad . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' br ing dat 
home an ' yo ' take a top [ from a t in can] . 

(A t in top . )  
Take dat off [ a  can] an ' make yo ' a f iah an ' put dat d irt  down in it , an ' 

wr ite d e  person name whu t chew wan ' tuh go crazy . An ' af tah yo ' wr ite d e  name , 
yo ' tear it  up in f ine , f ine pieces of papah - all up tuhgethah in small pieces . 
An ' af tah yo ' tear it up in small pieces , yo ' take dat an ' bury dat . An ' d e  nex ' 
day take a c igar ette papah an ' wrap it up small , small , small - real small where 
yo ' could hardly see it . An ' if dey go t a kno t [ in the s iding or weatherboard s ]  
at  d e  cornah o f  dey house , well yo ' take dat an ' pu t i t  in der e ;  anywhere where 
dey couldn ' t  see it . 

(That will run them crazy . Now, you put this name that you have torn up , into 
this mixture you ar e burning in the top . You put the name r ight in there and let 
that top - let that  stuff dry in the top? ) 

Le t it dry into a powder . 
[ Evid ently Edward knocks on the door to tell me the old lady will try to talk 

again . I should have kept the younger woman . ]  
(This woman, 1603 , [who ] .came with the woman , 1602A ,  came in just to see how 

things were befor e the woman came back again . Now that she is coming back,  I 
don ' t  know. ) 

(End of 1603 . )  
[ The old lady,  No . l602A ,  star ts talking again . ] 
Git a turd of d e  bulldog manur e an ' three peppahs , [ thr ee ] pod peppahs , an ' 

aaynine peppah at de drug sto ' . [ Cayenne pepper was of ten bought at a hoodoo 
drug store rather than at a grocery . Perhaps the former place had more  magic . ]  
An ' wr ite de � of d e  par ty ' s  nine t imes , an ' fold ' em  so from yuh . Oat ' s  tuh 
wa lk [ a  person] . 

(Now it ' s  folded that way and then you curse that . )  
From yo ' hear t curse it . Oat ' s  badness . Oat ' s  runnin ' [ a  person] ' way,  ' way 

from yo ' .  
[A no te of mine wr it ten while checking transcription agains t orig inal cyl ind er 

reads : I s topped the maahine thPee times beaause she s ti l l  aouldn ' t  ta lk ! ] 
Now, yo ' take a lemon an ' yo ' wr ite nine t imes on papah de par ty ' s  [ name ] whut 

chew want tuh go ' way from yo ' .  An ' put it in de lemon an ' pu t de aaynine peppah 
in de l emon , an ' put de pod of peppah . Yo ' know [ cayenne pepper is ] whut de ' 
call de loose peppah . Put dat in de lemon an ' take it an ' put in de coconut . 
Oat ' s  de badness . An ' when yo ' put dat down in de lemon on d e  piece of papah , 
an ' yo ' sew d e  lemon, an ' yo ' take a coconut an ' take a knife an ' cut de hole in 
de coconut , an ' den yo ' put dat in coconut • • • .  

(You take this person ' s  name and you take three pod s of red pepper , and you 
pu t that aay-yine [ cayenne ] pepper , and you put that bulldog manure - you pu t 
that in this paper . )  

[A later no te of mine read s :  Evident ly I am tPying to pronounce aayenne the 
way she did; not to aoPPea t oP "make fun of" but to aommuniaa te with heP . All 
through HOODOO informants and I pick up or exchange each other ' s  words . Only 
once , as far as I can remember , was offense taken at one of my words ;  my use of 
the word spoPting woman - see BOY-GIRL OR GIRL-BOY , p . l685 , 5 lines from bot tom 
of page . ]  

Parch it . 
(Then you put this in the lemon . Then you take the lemon and put it in the 

coconut . All r ight . )  
Den yo ' ,  wha tsomevah yo ' want done , yo ' roll de coconut an ' yo ' cro ss it in 

yore place - anywhere  yo ' be at , in yore room , all roun ' in each cornah of de  
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house . Yo ' roll d e  coconut . 
(That is to send them away . )  

2233 

Well , yo ' git a black-hen manur e an ' yo ' parch de black-hen .aaure .  Au '  yo ' 

write d e  name on a piece  of yellah co tton an ' tie it aroun ' yore laigs. of vbo
somevah want it done - lak if ah want it done . Yo ' tell ' em  tuh tie it aroan' 
dere  laig an ' weah it aroun ' dey laig . An ' git some mus tard seed or f l czsee4 
an ' plant it in de co rnah of yore yard . Dat ' s  in yore neighbor nex ' do ' .  Plant 
de seed an ' j is '  as de seed sprout ,  grow yo ' know, dey ' ll commence fusain ' an '  
raisin ' Sam an ' dey gen ' ly [ generally] leave de plac e .  Ah ' m  sho ' of dat . Ah 
have done dat . 

(Now , suppo se you were working for me and I wanted these people next door to 
move . Am I go ing to wear that chicken manur e on my own leg ? )  

Why d e  people who somevah want i t  done . DAT ' S  IF AH COME T O  YO ' AN' WART BAT 
DONE . 

(Suppo se you come to me and say , I want these people next door to move . All 
r ight . I get this black chicken manur e .  This manur e from a black hen . Nov 
am I go ing to put it around your leg or am I go ing to go over to those peoples ' 
house and put it around their leg over there? ) 

No , put it roun ' yore  own laigs . 
(That is if you wanted the work done , I would pu t i t  around your l eg? ) 
Yor e  laigs . Dat ' s  if ah want it done , mah laigs . 
(Then I would give you these flaxseed and you would bury these flaxseed in 

your own yard or their yard ? )  
In yo ' own yard , an ' j is '  as d ey come up den dey go tuh raise Sam an ' leave 

d e  plac e .  Ah ' ve done dat mahself . 
(You don ' t do anything to the people that live in tha t house next door , you 

do n ' t do anything to them or in their yard ? )  
Nu thin . An ' no t in dey yard . People ketch onto thing s whu t be done . 
Ah ' m  gain ' tell yo ' how ah done mah husban ' . Wr i t e  his name nine t imes an ' 

put it in a lamp , or git dem little Taper s . Burn dem small Taper s an ' burn it 
in o il an ' put de name undahnea t '  de glass . Yo ' undahs tan ' ,  undahneath de gla ss 
lak d is [ d emons trates ] an ' set de glass on top of it . An ' pu t de name inside de 
glass an ' undahnea t '  de glass lak dat . 

(You get two separate piec es of paper [ name on each]  and one you put under the 
glass and one in the glass? ) 

Yes . Dat ' s  tuh draw de man . An ' d en yo ' throw watah out chur e back do ' nine 
mawnin ' s  an ' call ' is name loud , loud , loud . 

(And you let this candle in that glass burn all this time? ) 
Ah don ' t burn candles , burn Taper s .  
(That i s  to br ing the man back? ) 
Yes . Sacred Hear t Taper s . 
[ Informant uses Sacred Hear t Taper s . Transcr iber calls them Secret Heart 

Taper s . By Taper she means a small floating wick in small glass container of 
o il - see line 30 . ]  

[ Whil e r ecord ing machine s topped , inf ormant b egins rite about putting person ' s 
hair in tree . ] 

(Puts this hair in the tree . ) 
Yo ' see , an ' ah ' ll nail it wit nine-penny nails - de ten-penny uaila in de 

sun r ise . 
(That dr ives them crazy , it kills them? ) 
Yes . 
Go to d e  drug s to ' an ' git essenc e of verbena an ' fast Zuak, au '  git a glass 

of watah an ' pu t a silvah dime in it . An ' git chew same - whut de name dat stuff 
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yo ' cal.! it . 
( Some kind of perfume? ) 
Perfume dat ' s  lucky , an ' burn dat wit chure Tapers fo ' luck . 
(You burn all that stuff in the glass now. You burn that to br ing in cus-

tomers? ) 
Yes suh . 
(These people that are go ing to come to your place , you wr ite the ir names? ) 
Write de name of ' em  wit indelible penc il or ink an ' put it undahnea t '  de dr ip 

[ eaves ] of de house where de watah drip upon it , an ' dat ' ll wash ' em  away . 
Dat ' s  fo ' good . 
( If there ' s  a bill collector [who ] comes around , I write his name down on a 

p iece o f  paper once? ) 
No , nine t imes . 
(And I bury that under the dr ip o f  the house and that will keep the b ill col

lector away . Or if the police come to the place , it will keep the pol ice away . 
Or some enemy . It would keep them all away . )  

Jis ' - dat ' s  right . An ' keep it undah de drip of yo ' house . 
Take yore picbure an ' make yore box an ' bury it at de sunset . 
(What do you aean , make a box out o f  the picture? ) 
Make a coffin outa wood an ' draw yo ' a pichure on a piec e of co tton , a f rame 

[ outline ] of a man or woman on a piece of  co tton,  an ' put da t in de coffin an ' 
bury it . Dat ' ll molt ' em  ' way . 

Go in de graveyard an ' git  i t  from a per son dat died bad , whut died a sinnah
man or died a �-�man . An ' mix it wit garlic an ' salt an ' peppah . ---

(What do you do with that ? )  
Yo ' sprinkle i t  - sprinkle it roun ' de house . 
(What do you do with the graveyard dirt then? ) 
Mix it UJI • 
Git file [ sassafras leaves ] .  
(What do you do with that ? )  

Da t ' s  fo ' fuss aroun ' de hou se . Spr inkle it roun ' de house , j is '  de natural 
file', an ' dey walk in it . Da t make anybody move . 

(Just file' gumbo? ) [ For fild see page 1904 , third paragraph from bottom of 
page . ] 

Yes . 
Git a lamb tougue an ' write de j udge ' s  name nine times an ' yo ' cut de tongue 

an ' yo ' put de name down lak dat , peel it lak d is [ demons trates ] - cut in de 
tongue , see . An ' put it in de ice in a tub , an ' yo ' burn it [ candl e or  Taper ] 
all day an ' all night . Fo ' nine days or three days , ' cardin ' tuh how long dey 
stay in j a il . 

[ Record ing stops . ]  
(Da t ' s  okay . )  [ Edward speaks . ]  
[ Edward and informant 1602A leave room . He then returns . ]  
(What is the matter with her? ) [ I  ask Edward . ]  
(She j is '  f right en tuh death. ) [ Edward repl ies . ]  
(What do you think about her story? Tell me , any good? ) [ I  a sk Edward . ]  
(No good . SHE DE BES ' ON DIS  S IDE DE RIVAH FO ' 55 YEAHS . De youngst er 

frighten ' er . )  [ Edward ' s  answer . ]  
[ It is unfortuna te I did no t keep recording machine on unt il Edward brought 

in next person . He and I must have discussed our estimations of the old lady 
and how much money should be given to her . In fac t ,  on that last  trip to New 
Orleans I always f elt that I was paying too little to  good informants ,  too much 
to uninformed ones . Moreover , between int erviews we somet imes talked about the 
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serious problems we were encounter ing in Al giers . A permanent record of diffi
cul ties would have been bet t er than memory. which t ends to soften realities . ]  

GOD ' S  NAME AND SCRUPULOUS DOCTOR 

IF SHE WAN 'S 'ER PRIEN ' TUH COME ROUN ' [ TO SEE HER] 
OR SHE WAN 'S TUH GIT RID OF HIM 

SHE 'LL TAKE A CAT AN ' CUT A LI 'LE FUR OFF DE CAT TAIL 
AN ' A LI 'LE OFF DE END OF A DOG TAIL 

SHE 'LL TAKE SOME OF DE DOG 'S - NOT HIS URINE BUT HIS BUSINESS • • •  
MIX DAT ALL TUHGETHAH - AN ' TAKE SOME OF HER URINE 

ONE PIECE OF HER SHIMMY 
GIT DE DIRT IN DE "PALM" [ PRONOUNCE "PAM" ]  OF HIS RIGHT FOOT 

OF DE LAS ' TRACK HE MADE WHEN HE COME TUH DAT HOUSE • • •  
SHE 'LL AIM TUH BURN IT SOMEWHERE CLOSE WHERE HE KIN SMELL IT • • •  

WHILST HE SMELLIN ' IT OR SHE BURN IN ' IT 
SHE 'LL BE MAKING REMARKS [ HE CANNOT HEAR ] 

SA Y, "DAMN YO ', GO ! " DAMN YO ', GO ! DAMN YO ',  GO ! "  
BUT SHE 'LL NEVAH CALL DE LORD NAME 

IN DOIN ' ANYBODY [ EVIL ] AS "GOD, DAMN YO ' ! "  
SA Y, "DAMN YO ', GO .' DAMN YO ' GO ! [ DAMN YO ',  GO ! ] "  

TUH CALL DE LORD NAME [ FOR EVIL ] IS [ TO ]  DRA W OFFENSE 
EVIL [ IS] OF DE DEVIL 

JIS ' SAY, "DAMN YO ', GO ! "  

IF A MAN 'S BUSINESS IS BAD AN ' HE WAN 'S TUH DO 'S GOOD BUSINESS • • •  
HE 'LL GO ROUN ' AN ' HE 'LL FIN ' AS OLE A WOMAN AS HE KIN 

SECH AS A WOMAN HER LIFE IS CHANGED LIFE, DON ' "MINISTRATE " 
WELL HE AST 'ER FO ' A SHOE DAT SHE WEAHED 

HE TAKES DE SHOE WHILE IT 'S HOT AN ' HE WALKS OFF 
WRAPS IT UP IN SOMEPIN AS QUICK AS HE KIN [ TO KEEP IT "HOT " ]  

AN ' RUSH TUH • • •  WHERE HE 'S RUNNIN ' HIS BUSINESS 
AS QUICK AS HE KIN AN ' BURN DAT SHOE 

DEN HE SHOULD GO FIND A YOUNG GIRL AS YOUNG AS HE KIN 
SOME GIRL DAT "PARTLY OF VIRGIN NATURE " 

AN ' 'ER CO 'SES [ COURSES] FIRS ' START 
IF HE HAS TUH BUY IT, TAKE A PIECE OF NEW HOMESPUN CLOTH 

AN ' GIT SOME OF DE BLOOD FROM 'ER BODY 
TAKE DAT AN ' CARRY IT TUH 'IS BUSINESS 

AN ' PUT IT OVAH DE DO ' 
WELL DE OLE WOMAN 'S SHOE IS S 'POSED [ SUPPOSED ] 

TUH DRIVE ' ' WA Y  DAT BAD BUSINESS A-GOIN ' OUT 
AN ' DE NEW HOMESPUN AN ' DE VIRGIN GIRL BLOOD 
S 'POSED TUH BRING NEW BUSINESS TUH 'IS PLACE 

SUMTER 1  SOUTH CAROLINA 

[ Such scrupulousnes s displayed by the fir s t  t i t l e  quo tation about tbe use o f  
God ' s name for a n  evil pur pose rar ely occur s i n  hood o o . The � of Jesus , how
ever . appear s to be in a differ ent ca tegory . a magic man classification - see 
p . 2 2 2 2 1 l ines 7-10 . The second t itle quo ta tion is also new aDd utu:omplicated 1 
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excep t  the phras e  partly of virgin nature . I d id no t ask the doator to explain 
words that once had caus ed a b loodless duel between Senators Rando lph of Roanoke 
and Henry Clay . Informant 13 58 has interesting and valuable material , which was 
recorded on cylinders C807 : 4-C811 : 5  = 2388- 2 3 9 2 . ]  

Well , he ' d  [my contac t  man] asked me tuh tell yo ' ' bout s ' po s in '  [ suppo s ing ] 
dat chew pu t a snake in a per son ' s  body or a scorpion or somp in .  

(You are going to take these out o r  wha t ? )  
Yo ' want s tuh put i t  in f irs ' [ good answer ! ] ,  den yo ' wanta take i t  out . 
All right , de f irs ' thin ' yo ' do . Yo ' takes an ' s tahb [ s tab ] a scorpion , a 

l ive scorpion, through his s tomic . Yo ' take an ' ketches a scorp ion ' live an ' 
cu ts his haid off whilst he ' s  ' live .  Yo ' takes an ' puts it up an ' let it dry 
t ill it  git dry crispy hard . Takes da t an ' yo ' beat it up an ' yo ' make a powdah 
out o f  it . Durin ' de while when yo ' makes de powdahs , yo ' takes it while some
one eatin ' some food , ' fore dey eats  it , take an ' spr inkle dat ovah de food . Dat 
real powdah dust dat go in food an ' dey can ' t  hardly tell whut it is . Dey use 
it  in sech thin' s as toma to es an ' ketchup , an ' s ech thin ' s  lak dat dat yo ' cain ' t  
tell it , ' cuz it ' s  red - see , de scorpion haid is red . But dey eat dat food an ' 
in a lengt ' of time it will develop in yore s tomic an ' it will come tuh make de 
l ive growin ' scorpions an ' de poison of de scorp ions will cont inue . 

Now, yo ' wanta take it out . 
If yo ' wanta take it out , yo ' takes 13 pennies . Bo il de 13 pennies in de 

watah - put de watah on f irs ' an ' let  it  come tuh a bo il , drop de 13 pennies in 
dere an ' let it boil 13 minutes . Af tah it  bo ils 13 minutes , be sure yo ' have a 
aig from a white hen. Drop de whole aig in - ho ld it at  a distance so dat it 
will crack when it strike de bottom of de watah . De person name dat contain de 
scorp ions in dere atomic , call dere name as de aig fall . As de aig falls , yo ' 
call dere name . Take dat an ' give it tuh ' em  tuh dr ink as a tea ,  an ' d em  scor
p ions will turn back - come out . 

(Af t er you give them tha t  wa ter to drink ? )  
Yes . 
Well , if ah ' m  goin ' tuh gamble,  go in ' tuh a game , mo s '  of de time ah ' ll go tuh 

a plac e ,  tuh a sto ' da t has onions , red onions . Ah ' ll j is '  take de red onion,  ah 
won ' t  buy it . Use i t  a s  a stea l ,  ' cuz gamblin ' is stealin ' . Ah uses a stea l .

-

Ah ' ll take up de r ed onion an ' ah ' ll take sulphur an ' cayenne peppah an ' s tuff i t  
i n  d i s  onion.  Ah ' ll take da t an ' ah ' ll wrap it t ight . Ah ' ll git some Hearts 
Co logne an ' soak dat onion an ' dat Hearts Co longe tuhgethah . Jes ' befo ' ah go 
tuh de game , if ah wan ' a  play cards , ah rubs mah han ' s  good [ demons trates ] all 
de t ime .  Ah nevah carry ' em  from me , a h  always bring ' em tuh me lak dis [ demon
s trat es ] . 

[ With a rare gambling detail : ]  
(Rub your hands up to you . )  
Always ah rub mah han ' s  tuh me , an ' all de while ah rubbin ' mah han ' s  tuh me , 

ah says , "Lord , he ' p  me tuh win . Lord , he ' p  me tuh win . " 
(That will help you to win in gambling ? )  
He ' p  yo ' tuh win in gambl in ' . 
Fo ' ins tanc e yo ' had a house an ' yo ' sellin ' whiskey or runnin ' a gamblin ' 

house or do in ' anythin ' da t chew don ' wish fo ' dat law tuh come tuh dat house , 
why yo ' should git yo ' s ech a s  a black sheep or a black cat or a black chicken . 
Bu t it  bes ' if yo '  kin sit de b lood from a black sheep . Yo ' f irs ' ,  yo ' takes ' s  
[ if you ]  see some off icahs or de law-en[o 'sin '-man [ law-enforc ing-man] ,  pay 
pur tty good ' tenshun tuh anywhere he go at an ' where he s tan ' aroun ' . Yo ' !!! 
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de heel o f  his lef ' foo t , yo ' git de toe of his right foot - dat is de dirt . Yo ' 
takes dat an ' yo ' go in de graveyard tuh a fresh grave . Yo ' takes sa.e of de 
dirt ,  yo ' st icks yore f ingah down in d e  grave . D e  per son who buried, yo '  .us ' 
kDov who dey is befo ' yo ' [ go ] , so yo ' kin call dere name . Yo ' call de na.e 
wbile yo ' puttin '  yo ' f ingah down dere [ d emonstra tes ] - d e  f ir s ' two fiDgahs 
� yore thumb [ d emonstrates ] . 

(On your r ight hand . )  
On yore r ight hand - d e  f ir s ' two f ingahs from de thumb . Yo ' goes an '  yo ' 

takes da t an ' YO ' PAYS ' EM .  YO ' WANT ' EM STAY FROM YORE HOUSE ONE MUNT 1 , 'l'WO 
IIJRI '  S ,  THREE MUNT ' S - JES ' DAT MANY , PUT DAT MANY PENNIES • LET ' EM BE AS OLD 
A-PENNY AS YO ' KIN GIT . An ' take d e  dirt up . Pay de daid man fo ' de d irt , 
carry it tuh yore house . Take dis officah ' s  whut chew go t from de lef ' foot an' 
h1a r ight - dat is , d e  d ir t ,  git chew de sheep blood while it ' s  ho t ,  mix dat all 
ap in a place an ' take da t an ' spread on yor e  front do ' ,  o n  yore back do ' .  An '  
in de meant ime while yo ' do , read d e  2 1 s t  Psalms all d e  while yo ' do it . An '  do 
�t in de dawn of d e  mawnin ' . Keep d e  off icahs ' way from yo ' ,  becuz yo ' go t a 
combination of his foo t , a combination of d e  grav e ,  an ' a combination o f  d e  
black sheep blood . [ 3  combinations . ]  

If a man ' s  business is  bad an ' he wan ' s  tuh do ' s  good business - if his busi
aes s down , he ' ll go roun ' an ' he ' ll fin '  as ole a woman as he kin, sech as a wo
.. n her life is changed lif e ,  don ' ministPate . Well , he ast ' er fo ' a shoe da t 
she weahed . He takes de sho e  while it ' s  ho t an ' he walks off . Wrap it up in 
aa.epin a s  quick as he kin [ to keep it ho t ]  an ' rush tuh ' i s business - where 
he ' s  runnin ' his business - a s  quick as  he kin an ' burn dat sho e . Den he should 
ao f ind a young girl as young as he kin , some girl dat paPt Zy of vi;gin natuPe 
an '  her co ' ses [ courses]  f ir s ' start . If he has tuh buy it , take a piece of � 
homespun clo th an ' git some o f  d e  blood from her body • Take da t an ' carry it tuh 
' is business an ' put it ovah de do ' .  Well , de ole woman ' s  sho e is s ' po sed [ sup
posed ] tuh drive ' way dat bad busines s  a-goin ' out , an ' de new homespun an ' de 
virgin g irl blood s ' po sed tuh bring new busines s  tuh ' is plac e . 

[The following rite is  ano ther one o f  tho se unused method s o f  d iagnosis  and 
divina tion - see pp . l65-217 . ]  

Fo ' instanc e ,  somebody liv in ' nex ' do ' tuh me dat don ' t  wan ' a  move . Dese 
enemy tuh me an ' ah ' fra id dey ' d  do me harm . Well , ah ' ll g it a twenty-penny na il 
an '  on dis twenty-penny nail dere ' s  twenty li ' le no tches . Well , ah 1 11 go mah bes ' 
tuh sweep dem ,  tuh git ' em  away from home ON DE NEW MOON WHILE IT ·' S RAININ ' . 
Ah ' ll take dat nail an ' ah ' ll take as  heavy a hammer as  ah kin, an ' AH ' LL DRIVE 
DAT NAIL DOWN on de do ' step r ight in d e  centah of de f ir s ' do ' s t ep WIT JES ' AS 
II&LF AS MANY LICKS AS I S  NOTCHES ON DAT NAIL , AN 1 AH ' LL CURSE AN ' AH ' LL SWEAR 
EACH TIME DAT AH DRIVE DE NAIL . AN '  DE LAS ' WHEN AH DRIVE IT , IF DE THUNilAH AN �  
LIGHlWIN ' BU ' ST STRONG BEFO ' AH GIT BACK HOME , WHY DEY ' LL MOVE AT ONCE;  AN '  IF 
IT DON ' T  AH HAVE TUH TRY DAT AG ' IN .  But ah ' d  have tuh do i t  an ' d e  thundah an ' 
lightnin ' would have tuh str ike BLAMM befo ' de person will move . Da t ' s  when ah 
know def initely dey go in ' move , when ah heah de claps of de thundah an '  lightnin' . 
[A d iagno sis  and d ivination r ite , see pp . l65-217 . ]  

(There must be  a bur st o f  lightning and thund er before you get home?) 
Mus '  thundah an ' lightnin ' ' fore ah git home . 
Well , if she wan ' s  ' er fr ien ' tuh come roun ' or she wan ' s  tub git rid of him , 

she ' ll take a ca t an ' cut a li ' le fur off  de cat tail an ' a li ' le off de end o f  a 
dog tail . She ' ll take some of de do g ' s  - no t his ur ine , but his business , de dog 
business . [ There are many cat-and-dog-hair rites for confusion in HOODOO. ]  Mix 
dat all tuhgethah . An' take some o f  her urine , one p iece of her shimmy, or aDY= 
thing she weah clo se tuh her body . Den d e  p&Zm - git de dirt in de i?(iZm o f  his 
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right foot of DE LAS ' TRACK he make when he come tuh dat house .  She takes all 
dat tuhgethah an ' in de meantime when he dere,  she ' ll AIM TUH BURN IT SOMEWHERE 
CLOSE WHERE HE KIN SMELL IT . An ' in de meantime WHILST HE SMELLIN ' IT OR SHE 
BURNIN ' IT , SHE ' LL BE MAKIN ' REMARKS , say, "Damn yo ' ,  �! Damn yo '  1 .8£! Damn 
�. �! " But she ' ll nevah call de Lord Name in doin '  anybody [ evil ] !!. "God 
damn yo ' ! " Say, "Damn yo ' , �! Damn yo ' , �! [ Damn yo ' go ! ] "  Tuh call de Lord 
Name [ for evil ] is [ to ]  draw offense , evil [ is ] of de devil . Jis ' say , "Damn 
yo ' ' �! " 

- - -

(That will send that man away so that he wouldn ' t  bo ther them any more? ) 
Won ' t  bothah ' em  any mo ' .  
If yo ' know ' er name an ' know ' er ' dress [ addres s ] , f ir s ' yo ' ll take an ' yo ' 

have tuh write a lettah. Yo ' take a p iece of papah an ' dampen each cornah wit 
HeaPts Cologne. an ' aftah yo ' dampen each cornah of  d e  papah wit Heapt Cologne , 
yo ' take an ' dip it in yore  ur ine - all  fo ' cornahs of  de papah . Den yo ' WRITE 
HER NAME BIAS across de papah [ the only use of bias in this sense in HOODOO] , 
j es '  as it  comin' back tuh yo ' - wr ite her name backward s .  If d is name is Mary 
Jones , Annie Jones ,  Carrie James , yo ' star ts heah , Mary Jones , d is way [demon
strates ] . 

(Up - diagonal . Then what do you do ? )  
Backwards .  Dat ' s  when yo ' send i t  tuh her . nat ' s  when yo ' s ign ' er name 

backwards . Den yo '  writes d is let tah an ' send her dis let tah . Yo ' be sure dat 
she gits dis lettah, ' cuz yo ' put Petzaons [ return address ]  on it , see . An ' if 
it don ' t return in ten days ' time , yo ' know she got it . 

An ' yo ' takes ' er  name an ' yo ' write it on a piece of clean newspapah , about 
as clean as yo ' kin , wit de name of dat town she l ives in . Jis ' say, if she 
livin ' in New York or Chicago , j is '  f in '  Chicago in some newspapah an ' writes 
her name right above dat .  An ' yo ' takes an ' yo ' folds dat in de envelope , j is '  
de same as yo ' wr ite someone a lettah . Yo ' takes an ' go an ' git some runnin ' 
watah - dat is tuh bring , run dere min ' tuhward yo ' .  Yo ' d ips some runnin ' 
watah, got ' a  take chances of  runnin ' watah . Yo ' takes dat an ' at sundown in de 
aftahnoon yo ' buries ds t  close tuh de do ' where yo ' live at , doin ' dat j is '  close 
enough dat chew kin draw frien ' s an ' where yo ' live at . An ' in ten days from dat 
time yore frien ' or yore husban ' or yore  wife,  whosomevah,  will return dere . 

A man runnin ' wit o thah wimmins an ' his wife want ' im  tuh stay home , why dere 
sev ' ral diff ' ren ' method dat chew kin use . DERE ' S  SOME OF ' EM IS REAL DIRTY AN '  
SOME OF 1 EM ' S PURT!'Y CLEAN . 

Well , if a man runnin ' roun ' an ' his wife want ' im  tuh stay home an ' she don ' 
wanta do nuthin real dirty tuh him, why she j is '  take her underweah, sech as ' uh 
[ her ] bloomahs or step-ins at night , an ' j is '  where he l ie ,  j is '  as she take ' em  
off j is '  ' fore she go tuh bed , j is '  pull ' em off an ' lie ' em  r ight undah dat p 
place dere,  as warm as she poss ' bly kin . An ' soon as he git up de nex ' mawnin ' 
tuh go tuh work,  why yo ' know, j is '  put da t undah de pillah , d e  scent from ' er .  
Dat is if a woman wanta live a nice decent l ife an ' don ' t  do d ir ty work .  

Bu t now if a woman , if her husban ' is d ir ty ,  an ' wanta do her husban ' a d irty 
tPiak , why dere ' s  o thah methods she kin use . If a woman wants tuh do her husban ' 
a real dirty deal , well she takes some of  her minis tration at d e  time an ' puts it 
in ' is coffee or in ' is toma toes or somepin . 

If a woman love yo ' an ' yo ' want s  tuh git r id of ' er an ' don ' t  wanta do ' er no 
othah harm, yo ' go an ' j is '  take one of ' er per iods rag while it ' s  wet . Yo ' goes 
to a pine tree dat grows kinda tall , an ' yo ' takes a augah an ' yo ' dr ives a hole 
be ' s  a hole in de tree . Cut chew a peg j is '  big enough dat chew kin put it in 
dere,  an ' yo ' put dat period rag in dere while it ' s  wet , an ' yo ' s tops dat up an ' 
yo ' place it up der e .  Yo ' kin open it up any time yo ' wanta an ' she ' ll j is '  
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fo ' git about chew .  
(What will that do to her then? ) 
Dat change her mind from yo ' ,  doesn ' t like yo ' any mo ' - doesn ' t  care anythin ' 

' bout chew, whut chew do , where yo ' go , anythin ' . 
If yo ' wanta cuz confusion in a house , dere ' s  dat li ' le thin ' - git soae in

cense an ' take de incense ,  d e  Art [ Something] Incense or Mexican Iucense .  Yo ' 
takes ' em  an ' sulphur an ' . cayenne peppah an ' bluestone an ' yo ' mizes all dat in 
a powdahs . An ' yo ' takes a bran ' -new rag an ' sprinkle it through de bouse, all 
roun ' de house wheres d ey sweep - see , on de rug or anywhere . An '  soon as dey 
sweep , dat ' ll start a evil source an ' [ upset their ] mind , an ' be fightin ' in 
dere all de time an ' won ' t stay in dat house . , 

Take an ' learn tuh pick a gui-tah, or a good way tuh learn tuh do diff 'ren ' 
thin ' s - go dere tuh dance . Go tuh de fo ' k  of de road nine mawnin ' s  an ' each 
mawnin ' yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  of de road , yo ' s ' posed tuh CURSE GOD AN ' TRAIN YO ' 
SELF TUH ENTAH HELL . De ninth mawnin ' yo ' go der e ,  somepin will meet chew 
s ' posed lak a cat or sompin othah , an ' it will tell yo ' where tuh go an ' whut , 
tuh do . Den when yo ' go dere an ' whatsomevah yo ' wanta do - danc e ,  play a gui-
tah , or shoot good poo l ,  or sompin lak dat ,  dey s ' posed tuh GIVE YO ' SOMPIN LAK 
A MAGIC THIN ' . [ This magia thing is a new element in this forks-of-the road 
rite . ] 

( If anyone ] put down anythin ' tuh do yo ' harm , d e  bes ' thin ' fo ' yo ' tuh do 
wit dat is use sulphur , blues tone , alum an ' 'east[oam [ yeastfoam] . Yo ' rub yore 
shoe wit dat 'east[oam - it ' vaporates quick an ' yo ' rub yore sole wit it . Yo ' 
puts de blues tone , alum an ' sulphur in yore shoe an ' weahs dat as a [ guaPd] an ' 
den yo ' rub yore feet each an ' evah day wit ethah or turpentine [ or ]  asafetidy . 

( Is that essol [ ? ]  or ether ? )  
Ethah . 
(What they put you to sleep with? ) 
Yes . [ Ether is rare in HOODOO . This could be my only example . ]  
If yo ' wants ' em tuh have bad feet or walk out , run ' em  away or make ' em  do 

sompin funny, take d e  toenails an ' gr ind ' em  up an ' cook it in a bread , an ' try 
yore bes ' tuh let dem eat some of de bread . Dat will drive yore mind , j is ' keep 
yo ' wandahin ' .  

Ah heard dat dey take yor e  urine an ' s top it in a bottle an ' carry it an ' 
throw it in some watah, an ' long as it stay der e ,  WHY DAT WILL CUZ YO ' TUB COKE 
TUB HAVE GALLSTONES - yo ' cain ' t ur ine . 

Ur ine is a good thin ' tuh keep ' way people from yore house . Lak somebody yo ' 
don ' wan ' tuh come tuh yore house , yo ' have a ole pot of  ur ine roun ' dere an '  yo' 
let it stay two or three days . If ah go tuh yore house , well d e  nex ' day wben 
ah come , j is '  soon as ah leave,  yo ' ll mix dat wit salt an ' throw it behin ' .e .  

(That will keep you away . )  
Dey say if yo ' wan ' s  tuh lock a per son ' s  bowels , well yo ' ketch it j is '  as 

dey' s  f inished , quick as yo ' kin . Yo ' take it  an ' yo ' ll burn it an '  yo ' ll take 
de ashes an ' carry it an ' put it in a grave - as old a grave as yo ' kiD ftar:-
Try an1 git one wit a tombstone on it [ not headboard and foo tboard] , an1 break 
some of it , as much as yo ' kin off d e  tombstone , an ' puts  dat right iD dere tuh
sethah . An ' if dat stay dere  - long as dat stay der e ,  why yore � wi1l stay 
one place . 

(They will stay locked ? )  
Yessuh . 
(You break something off that tombstone? ) 
Break it off de tombstone , dat supposed to be  de loak of ' a. .  
Well , ah heard dat d e  wimmins take dat li ' le bow out de back of .. n bat tuh 



2 24 0 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Founda tion -

make him love her . She takes an ' weah it in ' er bloomah or somepin tuh make him 
love her . 

Well ,  if yo ' go t someone dat chew don ' l ike or wanta put ' em  tuh trouble or 
wanta put ' em  away,  why yo ' take de pitchur e an ' yo ' go tuh de largest str eam of 
wa tah dat chew fin '  dat chew kin cross at  yore convenience .  Bu t chew have tuh 
walk in de wa tah , an ' yo '  cro ss wit dat pitchure . Yo ' take a containah da t yo ' 
kin stop up air t ight . As yo ' walkin ' ' cross yo ' pray , yo ' use de second verse of  
Mat thew halfway , befo ' yo '  entah dis wa tah . Den as yo ' go ' cross yo ' dip some of  
dis  watah in dis can, yo ' stop de can up airtight . An ' yo ' git ' cross de str eam 
of wa tah 1 an ' yo ' WALK NINE STEPS BACKWARDS , an ' yo ' says de Lord ' s  Prayer . Yo ' 
d igs a hole an ' yo ' bur ies it dere . An ' long as dat p itchure stay dere,  dat per
son will wandah. ' cuz de runnin ' watah cuz a runnin ' min ' . 

Well , dey say if a hag r ide yo ' , an ' if sompin worryin ' yo ' ' gin , an ' yo ' 
ca in ' t git r id of i t ,  yo ' gits yo ' a sif tah an ' yo ' git  one-half mus tard seed an ' 
one-half flaxseeds an ' a pan o f  cold wa tah , as  cold as  yo ' kin git i t ,  but don ' t 
let it . be ice watah . Yo ' puts  de pan on one side of  yore bed an ' de mus tard 
seeds [ and flaxseeds ] an ' de sif tah on de o thah side . Well , dis hag or dis  
spirit , it  someone dat ' s mad [with you ] or yo ' go t someone wit enemy thoughts  
about chew .  Well. wben dey come tuh worry or aggrava te chew, dey go tta count 
evah hole in de siftah, evah flaxs eed an ' evah mus tard seed , an ' den wash his 
face in de watah ' fore b;'""idn leave . [ FOR THE HAG , THE SPIRIT FORM OF SOMEONE , 
TO WASH HIS FACE MUST BE RARE ! ]  Well , a t  dat t ime de day break an ' yo ' kin ketch 
' im . 

(Wha t will he look like? ) 
Ah s ' pose he look lak a li ' le piece of  j elly - j is '  nuthin . 
Yo ' kin go an '  git gPaveyaPd diPt . Say , fo ' ins tanc e ,  yo '  wants tuh go some

wher e an ' don ' van '  anybody tuh know yo ' go in ' , soon as dey slip out a t  night 
dat ' s  if some of yore people daid an ' yo ' use dere spir it as a [guaPd] .  Yo ' 
takes de g;gveyard diPt an ' yo ' br ing de gPaveyaPd diPt an ' yo ' make a pas te out 
of it . Yo paints . if dey sleep in a iron bed - it ha s tuh be a iron bed - � 
paints de fo ' posts of de iron bed an ' place da t in de centah of de haid o f  i t ,  
an ' yo ' wr ites da t  daid per son name . An ' as yo ' wr i te da t daid person name , yo ' 
read d e  2nd chaptah of John, three word s ,  an ' yo ' asks God tuh wa tch de place 
while ah ' m  gone . 

Well , lak if yo ' got a wife dat wanta slip out , well she ' ll stay right der e 1  
nevah think yo ' gone . See , d a t  spirit will j is '  stick [ s tay] aroun ' in dere an ' 
keep guard o f  it . 

Some of yoPe people daid can be a guaPd or guide 1 the former here . The word 
guaPd is occasionally used as a synonym for hand when la tter becomes a pro tective 
device - several examples in HOODOO . ]  

(You say you pa int the bedpos ts of  this bed with this mud or pas te . )  
Take de mud or pas te an ' yo ' paints all fo ' posts of it - it mus t b e  a iron 

bed . Den yo ' take a li ' le piec e r ight on de stick, but yo ' mus t  wr ite de daid 
per son name r ight undah da t li ' le place dat ' s  paint ed - j is '  dab it enough tuh 
keep anyone from seein ' it . 

(You write that on the head of the bed ? )  
On d e  haid o f  de bed . 
(You write tha t name with the graveyard dir t ? )  
Wit a pencil - j is '  s o  i t  writ ten dere - o r  wi t a nail . 
(Right on the bed . )  
Den yo ' ask ' em,  "Take mah place ,  guard mah house . "  Long as da t der e 1  yo ' kin 

slip out mo s '  any t ime of night , or come in a t  any time of night . 
If a man go t sech a sickness [venera! disease] an ' yo ' wants tuh make him a 
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tonic to purify his blood-like . Well ,  aftah yo ' cure de  swellin' [ I  failed to 
ask later how this was done ] , yo ' gits some red poplah bark [ see DOte later ] off 
de r ight s id e  o f  a poplah tree , Queen ' s-D elight [ or ]  Queen of Life. it ' s  a berb 
yo ' call de Queen o f  Life [ or L ight ] . 

[My informant was correc t  the first  t ime . It  is queen ' s-delight . DOt qaeea 
of lif e  or queen of light , the latter two being his corruptions of the first -
see margin t itle QUEEN ' S DELIGHT , p . 630 . The plant is better known, ezeept to 
�t doatoPs , as  the queenroot , a perennial herb (Sti Z Zingia syZvatioa) of tbe 
southern states o f  U . S . A . , used , or formerly used in medic ine as an alterative. 
Queen ' s-delight qr queenroot must not be confused with queenweed - see margin 
title QUEENWEED , p . 631 - the wild parsnip , the wild original form of the culti
vated parsnip . Instead o f  the preced ing red poplar bark, I suggest informant 
•eans red oak bark, which is used in a bad disease - see 1443 , p . 470 . ] 

It ' s  a herb grows wit a white b lo ssom ,  but chew have tuh git it in de  cemetery 
so yo ' know it . Yo ' use dat . An '  yo ' gits  some cedah an ' holly bush . Yo ' takes 
all dat tuhgethah an ' yo ' puts it in a gallon of watah an ' yo ' boil it down to 
one quar t [magic o f  d iminishing amount ] .  Yo ' takes two lumps of potash j is ' 
abou t dat b ig [ demonstrates ] .  

(The end o f  your little finger? ) 
Yessuh , yo ' drops dat in it . An ' yo ' takes dat ,  ' bout two tablespoonful three 

times a day . Dat ' s  a good b lood pur ifiah . 
If a woman had a husban ' an ' she wanta take his natUPe from him so he couldn ' t  

have no natuPe fo ' no o thah woman but herself . Well , she take a clean pocket 
han ' ke ' chuf , she gits a snail . She ' ll git de snail an ' she ' ll wrap ' im  in a 
han ' ke ' chuf an ' she kin j is '  parch dat sna il in dat han ' ke ' chuf . She ' ll take 
dis han ' ke ' chuf an ' she ' ll go tuh bed wit her husban ' an ' she ' l l have intahco ' se 
wit ' im .  As soon a s  d ey have intahco ' se ,  she ' ll wipe him down , d en she ' ll take 
an ' stroke herself up wit dat tuh right heah . Den she ' ll take d is han ' ke ' chuf 
an ' she carry it an ' she ' ll hide it in some secret place where he ' ll nevah f in '  
it . An ' he cain ' t  d o  nuthin tuh no othah woman but her . 

If  a fellah git d id dat way an ' he wants tuh git rid of it , he has tuh go 
roun ' tuh anybody house an ' s teal a d ishrag .  He steal a d ishrag an ' wash ' imself 
good wit it an ' event ' ly [ eventually] it will br ing ' im  back . 

Say , fo ' instanc e ,  dat she write me a lettah . Well ,  dat ' s  her han ' wr it in '  on 
de lettah . Well , her f ingahpr ints bound tuh b e  on d e  lettah somewhere .  Well, ah 
kin take dat an ' take dat tuh a still pond o f  watah ,  stagnant watah . Ah take dat 
an ' right by dat s tagnant watah, ah t ie it somewhere so it won ' git away, tellin ' 
it , "Ah want chew tuh wr ite me ag ' in, " or , "Ah want chew tuh don ' t  write me DO wl 
or nuthin lak dat . " Take dat an ' let it stay dere . 

Ah ' ll ketch me a cat an ' ah ' ll take dat cat d ere d en ,  if ah don ' t  want chew 
tuh write me no mo ' ,  an ' ah ' ll kill dat cat - sech as  cut his throat or saapin 
lak dat , an ' take dat lettah an ' throw it al l in his blood an ' burn it . Den 
yo ' ll nevah wr ite me no mo ' .  

An ' if ah want chew tuh wr ite me any mo ' ,  ah ' ll take dat lettah an ' ah ' ll  go 
git sompin lak a goat .or sompin dat will eat papah, an ' ah take dat lettah tub 
him an ' let ' im  eat it , but ah ' ll write mah name on d ere,  an ' ah ' ll let de goat 
eat it . Well , she ' ll continue wr itin '  to me an ' will 1 long a s  ah kin git in 
touch wit ' er .  

If he sho t  d is man or stob ' im  an ' dere ' s  blood d ere . Well, if ah kin fin ' 
any piece of yore [murderer ' s ] clothes dat yo ' leave when ,ore goae, ah ' ll take 
dat an ' ah ' ll put it in de  grave wit dis [ d ead ] f ellah, an' den [fugitive] he ' s 
boun ' tuh come back.  

If a man wants tuh git  away an ' nobody kin trace hfm by his blood or anythin ' ,  
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why whut he try tuh do , go through a cow pen an ' step in de cow business .  An ' 
aftah dat he gits some turpent ine an ' rub de bottom of ' is feet wit turpentine . 

Dey say if yo ' eat a raven, say dat yo ' kin do anythin ' prac ' ly [ practically] 
dat yo ' wanta do . 

(Is  a buz zard a raven? ) 
Yessuh . 
[ His Yessuh , o f  course, is wrong . I had hoped my mention of  buzzard in con

nection with eating raven might bring to his mind anything about buz zard meat . 
Somewhere I have a statement that buzzard flesh confer s  power upon the eater . ] 

AH TELL YO ' FO ' A NACHAL [NATURAL ] FAC ' WHUT AH KNOW 

TAKE rr [TRACK] AS SHE MAKE IT AN ' USE IT UNDAH 24 HOURS 
AFTAH 24 HOURS DEN DE TRACK IS DEAD 

LAK IF AH WUZ A THIEF AN ' KNOW 
YO ' WUZ HEAH WIT A-PLENTY-A MONEY 

AN ' AH WAN 'A ROB YO ' TUHNIGHT� AH COULD WAIT TILL LATE HOURS 
TILL DE COPS ARE NOT ROAMIN ' DAT WAY 

AH COULD TAKE DAT GRAVEYARD DIRT AN ' COME TUH DIS HOUSE 
AN ' THROW IT ON TILL AH HEAH IT FALL ON DERE 

AN ' YO ' COULDN 'T WAKE 
AH COULD COME RIGHT IN YEAH [HERE] AN ' WALK ROUN ' DIS ROOM 
AN '  YO ' IN DAT BED - YO ' COULDN 'T WAKE TUH SAVE YORE LIFE 

SET DAT AIG RIGHT DOWN BY HER • • •  
TUHWARDS DE SUNDOWN SIDE • • •  

WHEN YO ' WAN '  SOMPIN TUH DO DE WORK 
YO ' MUS 'N 'T [MUST NOT ] GO TUH SUNRISE 

GO TUH SUNDOWN.� SEE 
AN ' AS DE SUN GO DOWN� YO 'LL GO DOWN WIT IT 

SUMTER , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[Most  short interviews like the present one were broken up to create  volume 1 
of HOODOO a s  an introduc tion to volume 2 .  The present one may have been preserved 
for atmosphere rather than rites . Even so a note  of mine says the las t  3 pages 
of the transcription are missing . Volume 1 does not contain them . Possibly they 
may be among the material for volumes 3 and 4 .  Informant - whose interview num
ber is somewhere near 134 2 - wa s  recorded on cyl inder s  C 7 58 : 2-C 7 60 : 4+ = 2 239-
2341+ . ]  

I heahed [ =  heard ] talk of dat . ' Tain ' t - cain ' t be shure of whut ah knows 
tuh be a fac ' [ fact ] . 

Ah has a brothah an ' dey ' ll git some of de hair from right back dere yo ' know . 
An ' she mus ' mean tuh take dat hair an ' she tote it wit her , see . An ' does yo ' 
know fo ' a nachal [ natural ] fac ' dat boy wuzn ' t  aftah dat girl . Chew know dat 
girl , he turned roun ' an ' ma ' ied [married ] ' er .  An ' whut ah mean she worked htm 
so wit dat hair till dey git s ' long j is '  lak two peas in de hull . 

(What did she do with that hair ? )  
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She tuck [ took] da t hair an ' she wad it in a li ' le piece a-clo�h. An' she 
take da t hair an ' she weah it r ight in de bo ttom of her shoe , yo' und•h•tao ' .  
An ' she say da t bring her love an ' ah ' m  nachal shore [ it did ] . 

A man useta go see me , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' he wuz ano thah woman ' s lavah1 see. 
But den he useta love me , see - ' counta seein ' me , yo ' undahstan ' . An '  dis wu.an 
went tuh a place dey call Beaufor t [ S .  Car . ]  tuh git a li ' le han ' .  She waz ID� ' 
kill me , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' ' stid [ instead ] of she killin ' me - now she &i� a 
aig , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' she had da t aig dressed, undahs tan ' .  She went tub bury 
dat aig undahneat ' mah steps . See , ah had knowed da t bet tah ' n  [ b etter than] abe 
d id .  She sent it by her daughtah-in-law an ' she bust  it ovah de do ' .  See .  An' 
af tah bus tin '  da t aig , some of dat thing splash back on her . An ' she went risht 
home an ' tuck sick an ' d ied . Now if she done let da t aig spill undahneat ' mah 
step , it coulda bust  itself an ' ah would been a dead woman . Yo ' undahstan ' . 

[ While recording machine stopped , informant says egg wa s dressed with sulphur.] 
(All she d id with the egg was j ust  simply dress it with sulphur? )  
Da t ' s  right . Any kinda chicken aig . See , she dressed dat aig fo ' me , but if 

she ' d  a-used it right she ' d  a-killed me , see . But she d idn ' t  know zac tly how 
tuh use it . 

Dis woman has went tuh me an ' walk in mah do ' j is '  lak if a robbah may come 
in . Jis ' guard yo ' self , when d ey went walk intuh mah do ' .  Tell yo ' whut done 
happen tuh me an ' ah done ovahcomed da t . 

Ah went right back roun ' , undahs tan ' ,  as  she walked intuh dat d o ' . Ah went 
right up dere an ' git  me a l i ' le bit of d is - yo ' know d is sulphur yo ' kin git 
dat no t so soft sulphur but hard sulphur - undahstan ' ,  lak a rock . Undahstan ' ,  
ah tuck dat rock sulphur an ' ah fling it aftah her , undahstan ' .  An ' threw a 
li ' le bit of table salt . Well , ah wuz r id of her . See , she didn ' t know how tub 
come tuh me [ how to reach me] , see . 

(That prevents her from coming back again? ) 
Da t ' s  right . 
Ah went tuh her steps . 
(This woman that was trying to run af ter you with a hammer ? )  
Da t ' s  right . Ah went tuh her step wit a li ' le hen aig lak dis [ one of  those 

very small egg s  sometimes laid by a hen] , undahstan ' , an ' ah punch it wit j es ' 
de least li ' le bit hole in da t aig , undahstan ' .  An ' ah put me some sulphur , a 
li ' le par is green [ rare hoodoo substance] in dat aig . An ' ah set dat aig r ight 
down by her - set tuh, tuhward s de sundown side,  see . Undahstan ' ,  when yo ' van '  
sompin tuh do de work , yo '  mus ' n ' t [must  no t ]  go tuh sunrise,  go tuh sundown. see. 
An ' as  de sun go down , yo ' ll go down wit it . See , yo ' go right down wit it . 

An1 ah work her so - she wuz lookin ' fo ' me tuh be [ on ]  one laig , an ' ah se� 
right back at [ of ]  her nex ' Sunday in Church . She say, "Ah thought chew be dCJirll 
sick . " 

----xh said , "Oh , �· yo '  ain ' t got no stuff fo ' me . " 
She ain ' t go t no stuff fo ' me ' tall . See , nobody in de worl ' kin �  ... 

Fo ' de truth , ain ' t nuthin kin come ag ' ins t me de day dat ah don ' knov it . 
It  be a nachal fac ' - ah tell yo ' wha ' ah done done . Yo ' see , we stay ou� 

chere in de country . Yo ' know how country houses - kinda fur apart . ,a '  see1 
an ' yo ' cain ' t git ' em  tuh shet ' em  up , see . 

Ah goes tuh work an ' ah took da t track - pick it up as she vuz B!fae· Take 
it as she ' d  make it an ' use it undah 24 hour s . Af tah 24 hours den de trKk is 
dead , see . Ah take dat track an ' ah put it in a li 1 le piece of white cloth1 see. 
�ah bring dis track back tuh mah house . An ' if she lef ' [ba.e] 1 ah ID tub 
her house an ' bury da t track r ight undah her step . See . Dea ah took a li ' le 
bit of dat same sand [ from her foot track]  when she leave aa• chaDk i� behin ' 
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' er .  De real fac ' - she move . Hones ' ' fore God , she move . Dat made her move . 
Den ah have had a lady - once upon a t ime ah used tuh live in a c ity called 

Orangeburg . Yo ' haven ' t  git dere yet , have yo ' ?  [ I  d id not collec t at Orange
berg , but my wife and I on our way to Charleston in 1926 or 1927  had driven 
through the town . ] Well , ah used tuh live at dat place called Orangeburg . 
Dere ' d  [ there had ] used been a woman j is '  lak dat nex ' tuh me , an ' she wuz de 
wus ' [wor s t ]  woman in de worl ' .  Yo ' couldn ' t  sleep at night fo ' her , she ' d  
make so much racket . She do evahthin ' tuh worry yo ' .  Ah j is '  made her move . 
Ah took her track an' ah made her move an ' ah guarantee dat ' s  two of ' em ah made 
move . 

----Tuh bring ' em  back - ah got a lettah from mah husban ' r ight now . When mah 
husban ' leave me - undahs tan ' whut ah say? He leave me twelve munt ' s  an ' he 
come back Saturday . He come back Saturday,  which ah did . He didn ' t  come of 
his own hook, see . Ah made him come back,  see . 

How ah made him come back? Ah ' d  write his name - it wuz Jones , 
Ah took a piece of papah an ' put it  in de fo ' cornahs of de house , 
an ' write his name on it evah night . Undahstan ' ?  An ' ah done dat 
nights ,  see . An '  in de nex ' nine nights he wuz home . 

undahstan ' .  
undahstan ' , 
fo ' nine 

(You took this piece of paper and you stand in the corner . Write his name on 
the paper?)  

An ' j is ' stan ' tuhward de  wall an ' j is '  write his name . Wr ite dat [ d emon
strates ] . 

(Put that paper against the wall . )  
Put de papah on de [wall in each corner of room] an ' write his name . Go ahead 

write his name an' he ' ll come back . Den ah take dat papah an ' put dat papah 
undahneat ' mah pillah at night when ah go tuh bed . 

Yo ' know who ah see done dat ?  Mah ole grandfathah , see . An ' he could sit 
down hyah [here] an '  bring yo ' from New Yo ' k . 

[ Here is another example of hoodoo running in the family . ]  
(You take this piece of paper and hold it  against the wall in each corner and 

you wrote his name? ) 
Dat ' s  it . An '  j is ' fol ' [ fold ]  j is '  lak fo ' a book ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' 

bring dat people back . 
(You do that nine nights at  nine o ' clock,  you say? ) 
Dat ' s  right , at nine a ' clock . 
Ah had about de  bes ' husban ' in de worl ' .  Ah done had two husban ' yo ' know . 

Ah ' m  a ole woman , yo ' see yo ' self . Ah ' m  ' bout fo ' ty some odd yeahs ole . Ah goes 
tuh wor k - some peoples say ,  "Well , yo ' cain ' t  make ' em  stay home . " But yo ' kin 
make ' em  stay, see . 

Ah went tuh work an ' ah took a li ' le bit of his hair . Yo ' see , he would let 
me comb his hair any time ah feel lak it . Ah took a li ' le bit of his hair out 
de top of his haid . Den ah git a li ' le bit from his temple - r ight heah, yo ' 
see [ demonstrates ] .  An ' ah git dat thing yo ' call He�t Co logne , yo ' know, an ' 
ah put it  in dat bottle of cologne . An' ah took it an ' put it r ight tuh de haid 
of mah bed , an ' took one bo ttle an ' bur ied it undahneat '  de s teps . See . Now, 
he would go but he would be right back dere ' fore nine a ' clock . Ah had had ' em  
stay out all night . He ' d  go an ' stay de whole night ' fore he ' d  come home . 

Yo ' kin take his natUPe ' way from him, but den dere ain ' t  no [ sense? ] in dat . 
But den yo ' kin do it . Yo ' kin j is '  go tuh work, if yo ' wanta take a man ' s  

natu�e from him, undahstan ' .  Yo ' take yore d ish towel . See , yo ' go t a towel 
tuh wash d ishes an ' yo ' got one tuh dry ' em, ain ' t  i t? Well ,  at night when yo ' 
an ' dat man have a communication , undahstan ' ,  ' s tid of yo ' carryin ' him a towel 
in de bed , yo ' carry dat d ish towel , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' let him use dat 
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towel . An ' he become j is '  as  nachal [ natural] . He wouldn ' t  have DO feelin ' fo ' 
no o thah woman but chew. If he go out he couldn ' t  use ' em . 

Ah ain ' t nevah heered talk o f  i t  but AH KNOW FO ' A NACHAL FAC ' dat .all gr:and
fathah - he goes out , he useta go out tuh de fo ' k · of de road a t  one a ' clock in 
de night . See , an ' he would carry him a roo stah . Carry a roostah. nncJabataD ' • 
an ' he would carry a ole black ca t ,  undahs tan ' .  An ' he would go out tuh de fo ' ks  
o f  dat road , an ' he would stan ' in dat road an ' h e  would take dat ca t - be say de 
devil would meet him tuh dat road , undahstan ' .  An ' he would take dat cat au' dat 
roo stah, an ' de devil would meet him dere an ' have a talk wi t him . Yo ' undabatan' 
me? Why, ah tell yo '  fo ' a nachal fac ' whut ah know . See , de devil would .eet 
him dere an ' have a talk wit him,  j is '  lak me an ' yo ' nachal talkin ' .  See. � 
go t ' a have a face tuh stan ' ' im,  yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' he ' d  go dere tuh dat fo'k 
of  dat  road , an ' ' im an ' dat devil would talk . Den he would come right back ha.e 
an ' take dat black ca t ,  an ' he would put on a po t of wa tah an ' put dat ca t in dat 
watah ' live an ' boil him . An ' af tah dat cat done boil , de Zuaky bone of dat cat 
swim right tuh de top . See , swim right tuh de top . He took da t bone an ' tote 
it wit him,  an ' he could come tuh yo ' or tuh me or anybody fo ' a favor an ' ' long 
as he go t dat bZaak oat bone , yo ' couldn ' t  turn him down . See . 

(What did he do wi th that rooster? ) 
He took dat ole roo s tah an ' he didn ' t kill de roostah , undahs tan ' ,  but he 

carried d e  roo stah ' long fo ' tuh meet de devil dere , undahstan ' .  He ' d  take de 
roos tah back an ' he j is '  cu t off - de ole roo s tah have a long spur , undahs tan ' .  
He cu t o f f  da t lef ' spur tuh dat roostah foo t . Undahstan ' ,  yo ' kin take d e  spur 
off an ' dat won '  inj ure his laig a bit . Bu t he took dat ole roo stah spur an ' dat 
b Zaak oat bone an ' put i t  in hi s pocket , j is '  lak ah ' fore tole yo ' [ told you 
before] . An ' ah don '  care whut he want , he could git it , see . He could git it . 

See , yo ' take dis night watah , ah call it , an ' yo ' throw it [ this night urine] 
aroun ' yore steps . Undahstan ' .  Evah mawnin ' yo ' git up an ' take yore night 
watah an ' put it roun ' yore steps . Don ' care wha ' a person put dere,  j is '  lak 
ah tell yo ' ,  ah set da t aig tuh dat step , see . If dat lady wuz usin ' her chambah 
tuh dat step , hi t wouldn ' t  do no good , see . 

Dey kin take da t pichure up dere ' side by de wall , j is '  lak mine or yores , an ' 
if ah don ' lak yo ' - see , dat if ah don ' lak yo ' ,  ah take dat pichure an ' ah put 
dat E,ichure on a tree , undahstan ' ,  or else a po s t ,  an ' ah ' ll shoot da t pichure 
nine times . Undahs tan ' ,  j is '  take a sho tgun or pistol an ' ah shoo t dat pichure . 
an ' af tah shoo tin ' dat p ichure yo ' ll die . See . 

Ah tell yo ' fo ' a · nachal fac ' , now yo ' take a person socks or eithah a stock
in ' , yo ' undahstan ' ,  if yo ' wan ' anybody tuh love yo ' ,  yo ' see . Yo ' take de 
stackin ' an ' cut off half de toe ,  undahstan ' .  Yo ' know how a stockin ' is . 

(Just  cut the toe part off ? )  
Cut i t  lak da t - back, undahs tan ' .  An ' yo ' take da t stockin ' an ' yo ' weah it 

fo ' three days . An ' den af tah three days yo ' bury dat stockin ' , see . Git dat 
one , now . Yo ' bury dat stockin ' .  An ' he don ' care whut yo ' do or hov yo ' treat 
dat person - j is '  lak dat chure wife ,  yo ' undahs tan ' , don ' care hov yo '  treat 
' er ,  she cain ' t lef ' yo ' ,  see . 

(You take either sock? ) 
Eithah stockin ' • 
(You j ust cut the to e par t off and wear it three days then bury it . )  
Git graveyard dirt  in de night . Yo ' take some ole thief , uodahatan ' . Jis ' 

lak if a h  wu z  a thief an ' know yo ' wu z  heah wit a-plenty of aoney. an '  ah wan ' a  
rob yo ' tuhnight , ah could wai t  till late hour s till d e  cops are DOt roamin ' dat 
way .  Ah could take da t graveyard dirt  an ' come tuh dis house an '  throw it on 
t ill ah heah it fall on dere . An ' yo ' couldn ' t  wake . Ah could ca.e right in 
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heah an ' walk roun ' in dis room an ' yo ' in dat bed . Yo ' couldn ' t  wake tuh save 
yore life . See , yo ' could no t wake tuh save yore life . 

Take graveyard d irt  ag ' in an ' yo ' kin take j is '  a li ' le bit of graveyard d ir t  
an ' yo ' kin run people from dey home . 

Yo ' kin take it  an ' br ing it tuh dey house ,  undahs tan ' ,  an ' mix it wit a aig • 
. Jis ' peck a li ' le hole in dere an ' put chure graveyard d irt  in it . Den if yo ' 
want tuh, yo ' kin take a han ' ful of d irt an ' put de aig an ' hit in ano thah somp in 
or othah lak a hans ' cuff , undahs tan ' ,  an ' yo ' kin bury it  r ight dere . Undahs tan '. 
Yo ' kin bury it tuh dere house tuhward s  sundown side . See . An ' yo ' kin take dat 
graveyard d irt an ' dat aig an ' made ' em leave dere . Dat will make ' em leave , 
make ' em  leave de house , see . 

Yo ' kin take a li ' le graveyard d ir t ,  if yo ' don ' lak a person, undahs tan ' .  
Yo ' kin go tuh d e  oldest grave yo ' kin find in de graveyard , an ' go git a han ' 
fulla dat d ir t ,  see . An ' yo ' come back an ' yo ' go undah dat per son house , JIS ' 
LAK DERE ' S  CHILUN [CHILDREN] UNDAHNEAT ' DIS HOUSE HEAH NOW an ' yo ' bury dat . Dat 
whut chew go t ' a bury undahneat '  dat house . [C hildren were ac tually under house ! ]  

Yo ' come back roun ' tuh de sunrise sec t ion an ' bury about dat much mo ' tuh dat 
house , yo ' undahstan ' . But chew mus ' put dat person track wit dat d ir t ,  undah
s tan ' . Jis ' take da t person track an ' den yo ' take a - j is '  lak a fellah go tuh 
have a pass [ passage ] yo ' undahs tan ' .  Yo ' ketch dat pass when it ' s  ho t .  Yo ' go t 
me now? An '  dat graveyard d ir t  an ' yo ' bury it . Put it in a bo ttle , see , an ' 
yo ' s top i t  up j is ' as t ight as yo ' kin , an ' yo ' bury it . In nine days dey ' ll 
d ie .  Yo ' take a person ac tion , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  from de bowels . An ' den yo ' le t 
it  be ho t when yo ' git it , an ' dat graveyard d irt . An ' yo ' take dat aig an ' dat 
graveyard d irt  an ' dat ac t ion, an ' put it in a bo t tle . Yo ' know j is '  lak a big 
bo ttle an ' yo ' cork it  t ight as yo ' could git it . Den yo ' bury it  right undah
n�at ' dat house , an ' r ight tuh de cornah yondah . An ' yo ' wouldn ' t  live ovah nine 
days tuh save yo ' life . Yo ' j is '  perish away an ' die . An '  yo ' know anothah

-

thing , dey couldn ' t  have ano thah ac tion of  dey bowels .  
Once ' pon a time ah knows fo ' a fac ' , undahs tan ' .  Once ' pon a t ime wuz a man 

had a danc e ,  had a par ty ,  � n '  dey git intuh a li ' le wrangle . Dey used tuh drink 
a lo t ' a  whiskey , yo ' undahstan ' .  Dey used tuh git it in de j ug .  An ' dis  man, 
Jack Buckley , shoo t dis othah fellah, undahs tan ' .  Den he leave home , see ; an ' 
de laws couldn ' t f in '  ' im at all , see . He went . 

Well ,  j is ' as ah ' fore tole yo ' about dis  writin '  on de wall in his name , yo ' 
see . Yo ' undahstan' me now. Dey took dat an ' dey bring him back home . See , dey 
write his name fo ' nine nights at nine a ' clock an ' dey brought him r ight back 
home . See . An ' den de law hadda jug him [ put him in j ail ] . An ' nobody d idn ' t 
know how de law git him . 

DOCTOR BROWN WELCOMES DOCTOR HYATT TO CHARLESTON 

LISTEN GOOD NOW� DOC • • • •  
AH 'M DOCTOR BROWN A WELL-KNOWN MAN 

EVAHBODY KNOWS ME� AH CAN 'T HIDE FROM DE WORLD 

CHARLESTON , SOUTH CAROLINA 

[ Here is  an interesting fragment mis sing from the published MARCUS BROWN 
interview (pp . l28 9-1294) ; it , as well as several o ther s , having been los t  in the 
cons tant shuf fling of a mas s  of material explained elsewhere . Firs t ,  if immed i-
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ately acc essible , do  read my introductory comment at the beg1nn1na of paae 1290 
to appreciate what now follows : ]  

Well Doc , listen plain, regardless of [= regarding ] dis town .  Ah doa' keer 
[care]  what chew do off frum heah . Well , in d is town heah, whosomevah ca.e vbD 
ain ' t got de grandest [ hand ] b ill , don ' want ' em . 

[ I  was greeted similarly on my PetUPn to Memphis (see v . l . ,  INTRO • • p .XXIIV. 
line 40)  by a doatoP I call MOJO EXPERT (pp . l247-1268 ) who complains : Yo ' haah 
today an ' yo ' wants de people tuh aome heah [ [ to you in this house] ] • An ' yo ' 
WOPkin ' seaPetly .  Maybe yo ' hasn 't  go t on yuh wa l l  whut 's on mine [ [ a license) ] .  
An '  yo ' wants people tuh aome heah wit 'out puttin ' out aaPds [ [ or hand bills] ] 
[ [p . l253] ] • • •  Yo 1 aome in heah [ [ to Memphis ] ]  an ' sit in heah� an ' peoples dat 
amta see yo ' wi l l  aome heah - yo ' aan 't  stop 'em fPom aomin ' .  In otheP woPds� 
yo ' have 'em tuh aome heah. We l l� yo ' would have appaPatus an ' use de apparat:us . 
[He was vePy aUPious about my Te lediphone ! ]  Yo ' know . whut ah mean? Yo ' don 't 
put any aaPds out� don ' t  advePtise at a l l .  Yo ' sit heah an ' have ' em  tuh aame . 
See whut ah mean? Dat 's a man! Yo ' supposed tuh be a "hePb doatoP " - a "spiroit
llll.l "  an ' a "hePb doatoP " [ [ p . l26 3 ] ] .  This Memphis doatoP was mistaken about my 
working secretly . I had a letter of permission from the Chief of Police,  though 
I d id not ,  could not tell the doatoP so . I would have b een connec ted with the 
polic e !  But I like the doatoP was also mistaken years later when I wrote : PeP
mission [ from the police]  of aoUPse was neveP given in �iting (vol . l , INTRO . ,  
p .XXXIV , line 19) . One year after that horrible lapse of memory, I discovered a 
collec tion of letters-of-permission from Chiefs of  Police - from everywhere af ter 
ay f irst trip to Memphis ! ]  

Dere ' s  money in dis town, onnahstan ' [ understand ] an ' dey [who ? ]  is aroun ' me 
fer what dey kin git . But ah ain ' t  givin ' nobody [who ? ]  papah money . 

[Up to this point DoatoP Brown says : There is money in this town, but you will 
not get it unless you d istribute de gPandest (hand) bi l l .  What you do away from 
here , ah don ' keeP , but I hope  you don ' advertise too extensively . Why? Because 
I ain ' t  givin ' nobody • • •  money for papah - for handbills . Here I did a foolish 
thing , I turned off my machine while I explained I had no t come to make money but 
to learn from exper t s  like him . I d id not then or ever quite realize that cylin
der space,  or the transcription problem, was not as important as what I said to 
informants . ]  

Anybody who want dat tuh happen an ' come tuh yuh , yuh tell ' em tuh go an '  
bring d e  nex ' piece tuh ' is skin , heah . Tell 1 em bring de nex ' piece tub ' is  
skin . DOC , AN '  CHARGE ' EM  MONEY FER IT , HEAR . [ He says : don ' t undercharge aDd 
leave me (and other doatoPs ? )  holding an empty bag after you leave town . ] Den 
he bring de nex ' piece - dat is , bring de bloomahs . Yuh ketch de two laigs au '  
ketch de bindah . Listen good now, DOC . D ere ' s  de bindah [ seat ]  an ' dere ' s  de 
two laigs [ d emonstrates ] .  Yuh br ing dem two tuhgethah . Yuh put a pin in beah 
an ' a pin in heah . Yuh p in d em two tuhgethah an ' yuh let it stay dere. Jia ' 
when de - yuh take an ' pin two needle in dere,  onnahstari ' .  Yuh take dat an ' take 
a quart bottle an ' one othah p in - all in dat quart bottle . Yuh g�ta aa.e of de 
chambah lye an ' yuh put it in dat bo ttle an ' bury it deep down ' neat '  chare steps. 
onnahstan ' .  An ' d e  bottle supposed tuh work so dey can ' t  have nobody bat chev .  

( I see , i f  he  goes t o  work [ or leaves town] . )  
Regardless of  where he go . Dey [men] kin go dere but she can ' t  have uobody 

but chew. But now, don ' let ' em [ bloomer s ]  be clean; let ' ea  be dirty. see . 
Dey got ' a  be d irty, see . Dey go t ' a  be d irty ' cuz d e  stuff sot'a be in dat. yuh 
know . CLEAN THINGS DON ' DO YUH NO GOOD • 
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An ' REGARDLES S OF WHERE YUH GO , YUH KIN REMEMBAH MAH NUMBAH . AH ' M  43 NORMAN 
STREET , DOCTOR BROWN, A WELL-KNOWN MAN .  EVAHBODY KNOWS ME . AH CAN ' T  HIDE FROM 
DE WORLD , SEE . Call anybody an ' dey tell yo ' ' bout DoatoP Brown . [ (513) , 
59 2 : 1 . ] 

[DoatoP Brown d id no t immed iat ely welcome me to Charleston . We had to  s tudy 
each o ther f ir s t . In the following extract , f ive cylinders before the welcome 
you can see that we were making progress towards an und ers tand ing : ]  

Well , see dey take dat watah yuh bath [ no t  bathe ] in . Dey kin kill yuh wit 
dat , yuh see - kill yuh quick, see . Yuh take dat watah what is - yuh go t ' a  be ' s  
tPiaked tuh git dat watah . Yuh git dat watah t ' rou ' [ through] yuh fren ' , yuh 
know . Now, when yuh done take a bath dat ' s  when it ' s  bes ' fer yuh tuh take dat 
watah an ' carry it an ' t ' row it down outside . But if yuh leave d e  watah, some
body git  dat  watah an ' kill yuh . Onnahs tan ' ?  Well ,  yuh take dat wa tah . It  
might be half a tubful , see . Yuh take dat  watah an ' yuh boil de watah d own tuh 
fo ' quar ts [magic o f  decreasing amount ] ,  see . An ' yuh boil ' em  down tuh fo ' 
quar t s . Yuh take dat watah - if yo ' cain ' t  git somp in tuh hol ' fo ' quar t s ,  yuh 
git sompin tub hol ' two quarts at a time . Onnahstan ' ?  

Now, when yuh take dat watah , yuh got ta git a box of  black peppah . Now, yuh 
git chew one box of  black peppah an ' git chew six new-bran ' [ bran ' -new] need les , 
see . An ' yuh gits yuh uneven [ number of ] pins - dat ' ll be three , onnahs tan ' ?  
Yuh drop dat in dere , see . Yuh co ' k  [ cork] dat up tight an ' yuh go right down 
tuh low watahmark, when de tide is real low, see . An ' yuh walk about dat much 
ovahbo 'd  [ into the water ] , j is '  !bout a foo t ,  yuh know . An ' yuh dig a hole an ' 
yuh bur ies dat, an ' d ey ' ll f inely [ f inally ] pine away, p ine away , pine away . 

An ' f inely HE MAY COME TUH YUH AN ' SAY , "WELL , IF YUH CURE ME , AH ' LL GIVE YUH 
TWO OR THREE HUNDERD DOLLARS . "  Well , yuh know yuh got ' em . Onnahs tan ' ?  Yuh 
say , "�• listen,  YUH SO FUR GONE NO DOCTAH [M . D . ] KIN DO YUH NO GOOD . Well ,  
ah ' ll d o  yuh some good , but it will cost yuh $500 . "  He say, "Well , ah ' ll make 
up mah min ' tub pay yuh . "  Yuh say , "Well , yuh got ' a  pay $ 250  down an ' promise 
[ the remainder] on yuh word . "  Well , he gits dat [money ] an ' gives it . 

Well , yuh go dere an-'  yuh git ' em  [ go to  conj urer ' s  home] an ' yuh ask fer dem 
bo t tle [ holding the aunjUPe ] an ' yuh turn ' em [ conj ured person] loose - t ' row 
' em  [ aunjzaoe] away . De moment yuh t ' row ' em  [aunjUPe ] ' way , why he f inely git 
on up an ' be  ovah dere on a woman , see . Well , long he don ' t  come tuh yuh an ' 
yuh git paid tub do dat ,  let ' im  go on about ' is bus iness ,  see . Evah time de 
tide come an ' go he go on dat  way . [58 7 : 5 . ] 

[He kin] take a match, see , an ' j is '  scrape all dat sulphuh off dere . See . 
An ' when he scrape dat sulphuh off d ere,  he got about as  much as dat , see . Dat ' s  
what evahbody aroun ' d em  keep all d em  [ fingernails ] clean . See , dey scrape along 
wit yor e  [ingah dust,  onnahs tan ' .  Well , dey kin scrape ' em  wit dat fingah dust.  
Dey kin take 1 em an ' drop ' em in a glass of whiskey f er yuh . Dey kin drop ' em  
in yore food fer tuh eat . Dey kin give it tuh yuh in enythin ' .  An ' ONCE YUH GIT 
DAT , WHY MAN ,  DAT 1 S DE RANKEST PART OF DE WORLD . See , d ey scrape dat an 1 d ey mix 
it . NOW LISTEN DOC , DAT ' S  A OLE CURSE DE INJUNS DO . Dey take dat an ' match
sulphuh an ' mix it wit de dus t  from dere . Othahwise yuh can ' t  do nut ' in .  

( I  see ,  they use that with the dus t from your f ingernails . )  
Undahneat '  d e  f ingahnail , onnahs tan ' .  But de match by itself can ' t  do nut ' in. 

can ' t  d o  yuh nut ' in .  But d em  two tuhgethah will kill yuh in twenty minutes . 
[ 519 : 2 . ] 

Evahbody can ' t  d o  dat , yuh see . It  takes cer tain man [ hoodoo doc tor ] doin ' 
dat . But ao Z ' [ cold ]  haiP don ' t  do yuh no good , see . -

(Co ld haiP? ) -
Co Z '  haiP don ' t  do yuh no good . But if ao Z ' haiP would do any good , yuh 
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[could ] take de barban cut yore hair-lak [use hair from barbershop] . 
Now, how dey do dat hair . Supposed tub - j i s '  lak, now ah wanta do aa.pin tuh 

yuh, an ' ah an ' yuh is good fren ' s .  Ah yore fren ' . Dey would git ae tdh do 
sompin tub yuh , onners tan ' .  Dem things happen dat way,  yuh see . 

Now, yuh go t ' a  git a hot hair , see . Now ah tell yuh how yuh git de hot hai�. 
see . Now yuh git de hot hair . Yuh git chew a wial [vial ] . Yuh know dese ten
centZy [ ten-cent ] wials d ey sell cologne in . Yuh git chew a wial,  see , an '  yuh 
git chew three penny-nails an ' two needles , onnahstan ' .  Yuh git chew a stopeah. 
see ,  an ' when yuh gits de s toppah, see dat de stoppah don ' t  go but about half way 
down in dat bottle . Ar-right [all right ] . Now, when yuh git dat ,  yuh goes tuh 
de graveyard firs ' ,  see an ' yuh gits dus t from ' em, but yuh pay ' em fer it good . 
see . An ' ask ' em tub do dat fer yuh . Got ' a  ask ' em  tub do it , an ' yuh pay ' em  
tub do it . Now, yuh pay ' em  fer dat an ' git about dat much [ demons trates ] ,  but 
pay good f er ' em, see . 

(About as much as the size of the end of  your finger ? )  
Dat ' s  right . No mat tah if yuh give ' em two dollahs . Why? ' Cuz . yuh is workin' 

dat fer money , yuh onnahstan ' .  Don ' do it fer nut ' in .  [ Once again I am asked 
not to undercharge for my services or to work for nothing . ]  Well, yuh put dat 
down in dat bot tle . Well , ah ' ll come up tub yuh an ' ah ' ll play aroun ' - play 
aroun ' yuh an ' ah ' ll cl ip dat hair out de top [ of your head ] , an ' run ' em  down 
in dere [ b o ttle ] whilst  d ey ho t ,  PUT CHEW IN DERE , an ' co ' k  ' em up an ' t ell ' em  
tuh, "Go on, I wan ' chew tub work fer me . "  See? Well , now yuh carry dat . Well , 
if yuh wanta t ' row ' em ovahbo ' d  - if yuh wanta make dem go on quick, yuh j is '  
throw ' em  ovahbo ' d  on d e  ebb tide . If yuh don ' an ' YUH WANTA LINGAH 'EM, yuh 
carry ' em  an ' bury ' em  anywheres . But j is '  bury ' em  where nobody kin fin '  ' em , 
an ' finely he ' Z Z be gone.  

(He ' ll be  wha t ? )  
Finely he ' Z Z  drop away . Ah - he prepare tub go , nut ' in will keep ' im .  

[ 587 : 6 . ]  
An ' ano thah way tub do dat - see ,  dere anothah way tub do dat too ; see . Jis ' 

like now if yo ' workin ' wit de boss see ,  an ' somebody ag ' ins t yuh an ' yuh wan ' 
' em  off from aroun ' dere,  yuh ' ll git chew one of dese long red peppah, unnahstan' . 
An ' like de boss comin ' from de no ' th, yuh watch fer de boss an ' he comin ' from 
no ' th,  see , an ' dis fellah may [ b e ]  comin ' from s ' uth, well yuh git de boss track 
comin ' from no ' th an ' yuh gits ' is track comin ' from s ' uth, an ' yo ' put dat in 
dat peppah . 

( Ins ide the pepper ? )  
Inside de peppah, j i s '  bite off de end , put i t  inside d e  peppah wit a little 

[ gun] powdah, unnahstan ' .  An ' yuh put a s tring on de end of it an ' yuh light dat 
an ' dat will shoot .  An ' he ain ' t goin ' be dere a deal longah . 

( I  see, tha t  gets rid of him . ) 
Yes , yuh unnahstan ' good now. [ 58 7 : 2 . ]  
Dat now - see ,  dat ketchin ' yore watah . See how dey do . Now, den dey hurt 

chure teeth in yore haid - droppin ' out like dat . Well , now finely [finally] . 
dey will ketch yore watah, see . Somebody ketch yore watah, carry it �h aa.e 
good doctor ,  see . Well, now dey carries dat watah - dey strains dat watah. Yuh 
see when de watah come from yore body , dat watah come on through yore body. why 
he picks up all kinda things comin ' out , unnahstan ' ?  Well when dat watah strain 
it ' s  three kinda watah , see . In dat strainin ' · dere ' s  sompin yuh gotta strain dat 
watah through . De las t  watah always be sudsy . Well , dat a in' t chaaber lye , dat' s 
sompin else,  see . Well , yuh take both of dat an ' yuh put dose by deyself . yuh 
unnahstan ' .  Well , ah call one Jack an ' ah call one Jill . •mmahs tan ' . Well , now, 
ah ' m  gon ' a  hurt chew now, see . Now, ah ' m  goin ' take each one of dem watahs an ' 
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make each one tell fer itself . See , an ' de f irs ' one ketch yuh, dat ' s yuh . Now, 
dat sudsy watah de one comin ' from her e ,  see . 

(From your face? )  
From her e ,  from yore teeth . Dat ' s de one goin ' through her e ,  unnahstan ' . 
( I t  comes down through your ? )  
Uh-huh, comin ' on down through . 
(Your private? ) 
See , yuh see, de  watah when yuh dr ink ' em, yuh soak ' em through yore body . 

Dere j is ' as much watah here as in yore bladdah, yuh unnahstan ' . All r ight , now 
when yo ' die ,  de  undahtakah drain yore body . Well , dey don ' t drain yuh dere . 
But a lot ' a  people don ' t unnahstan ' dat ,  yuh unnahstan ' . Now, yuh ketch dat 
watah an ' when yuh done strain it - now dat sudsy watah is de watah yuh mus ' pay 
attention tub . Don ' t mind dat cleah watah, see ; but always look at dat sudsy 
watah . Well , ah ' ll take dat sudsy watah an ' ah ' ll call ' im  "Jack . " He ' s de 
firs ' one, see . Well , ah ' ll fix ' im . Know how ah fix ' im? 

Well, ah ' ll sweeten ' em .  Git chew a teaspoonful of  pot salt - common thing 
a s  dat - a  teaspoonful of pot salt , see . Git chew - if yuh cain ' t git de pure 
alcohol , yuh kin take it from de whiskey; but don ' take but two spoonful of it . 
Sweeten ' e.  good , see . Put dat an ' a l ittle peppah an ' take yore tongue an ' 
taste ' em . Yuh taste ' em unt il yuh git ' em how yuh wan ' ' em .  So , if yu h  know 
anythin' about what chew do in ' ,  unnahstan ' . An ' when yuh git ' em seasoned right 
ah mean seasoned right now . Yuh know wqen a pot is seasoned r ight - an ' sompin 
fresh,  yuh koav it fresh . An ' if yuh pour salt , if yuh pour salt in ' em, well 
git ' em  j is '  right . Den when it gits right , yuh ' 11 say, "Well , de Lord giveth 
an ' de Lord taketh an ' blessed be de Name of de Lord . Mastah yuh don ' excuse 
nobody to he ' p ' isself , an ' yuh don ' charge nobody he ' p  ' imself . " Yuh takes one 
step - anyways two - an ' yuh take dat an ' put it . in yore pocket , an ' yuh walk 
tuh de rivahside ,  see . An '  go down tuh de low watah mark, see an ' j is ' de - j is ' 
cross de hull an ' says , "Go . " Yuh may take ' em up an ' if de thing don ' go right , 
yuh let ' e.  stay dere , yuh unnahstan ' . 

(But all this sudsy water always com�s out of your pr ivate? ) 
Dat ' s right . All comes out t ' rou ' [ through] der e ,  but chew strain it . See , 

yuh got ' a  strain it . 
(And the purpose of 

other f ellow' s water?  
tha t ? )  

burying this i s  to - you take that fellow ' s water or the 
You strain the o ther fellow ' s water when you are doing 

Yeah,  ah got chure watah . 
(And then I am under your power as long as that ' s buried . That the idea ? )  
I don ' unnahstan ' yuh . 
(Well , what ' s the purpose of  doing this?  

into the little bottle ? )  
Why d o  you do this - put this water 

Well , d is watah tub keep - now, see , if somebody done hurt chew, see . Well , 
dat ' s comin ' from yo ' teeth an ' all yore  teeth will drop out from dat . 

(Oh, I see . )  
Onnahstan ' ,  see? Listen now, dat ' s sud s . Dat ' s why ah strain de watah . Dey 

cleah watah got ' a come from der e ,  but dat sudsy watah come frum up heah . Dat 
what will make yuh lose all yore teeth out chure haid , see . Now, ah carry dat 
watah an ' fix ' em l ike ah tell yuh an ' carry it tuh de low watah mark,  see an ' 
f inely all dis is started , all is comin ' down . 

(All your teeth are coming out ? )  
SEE , NOW YUH I S  DE DOCTOR AN '  AH MAY COME TUH YUH , SAY , "LOOK IT , DOC , AH 'M  

GITTIN ' SO DAT AH 'M  LOSIN ' ALL MAH TEETH . AH GOT NO TEETH IN  MAH HAID AT ALL . 11 
WELL , YUH KNOW DAT CHEW GOT ME , SEE . 
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Well , yo ' re glad ' cuz yuh de man wo t go t me . Well , yuh goes back dere an' yuh 
p icks da t up an ' yuh turn me loo se , an ' f inely yuh ' ll cure me . Yuh oauahstan ' . 
PERHAPS YUH IS DE MAN DID ME IT ALL . SEE , YUH DID ME AN '  DON' TAD Mll."Blll FER 
IT , BUT CHEW CURE ME . BUT IN DAT MAYBE YUH ' LL CHARGE ME MAYBE $500 .  SD DE 
POINT ? 

See , but it ' s  a simple thin ' in dis worl ' dat ' s  ah 'm gon ' a  b e  keerful vit 
mahself ,  yuh see . Evah man,  ah say, is go t so many enemies , see . Dat why ab 
always - aroun ' me . Ah don ' �t nobody ' cuz ah don ' pay fo ' mine . Ah got aiDe . 

(I  see , you know your business . )  
Yes sir , an ' ah go t proof fer it , go t de guarantee . [ 588 : 1 . ]  
Yuh wanta know whut is dey do tub keep ' em  from gittin ' or af tah dey git it? 
(Well ,  bo th ways - f irst one and then the o ther . )  
Well ,  tub keep ' em  from passin ' yuh [ out = killing ] in yuh photograph - listen 

plain - now yuh do dis yoreself . Ah 'm tellin ' yuh dis f er yoreself . Now,  yuh go 
r ight now [ about this time ] , about de mawnin ' of de day . Yuh take a photograph 
an ' yuh put ' em  - now lis ten good , when yuh take a pho tograph, don ' take ' em  too 
big . Onnahstan ' [understand ] . Yuh take a pho tograph an ' take ' em  on a tintype 
where yuh kin bend ' em  an ' yuh cook ' em  down [ reduce them] fer me [ to go ] in a 
three-quartah-ounce bottle . 

( In a three-ounce bottle? ) 
Yeah . Listen tub me good , now . Yuh git de photograph, tintyp e ,  an ' put it 

down in dis bottle . 
Go in ' ahaid about dat [ probably af ter a cylinder change ] ,  all r ight . Af tah 

yuh git ' em in dis bo ttle , yuh take ' em  - yuh know, all yor e  life yuh always 
keep a card of  pins on yuh like dat . But yuh see dese new p in .  Don ' git nohow 
done used . NEW PINS AN ' NEEDLES IS HALF OUR LIFE . AIN ' T BUT FEW MANS KNOW DAT . 
Onnahstan ' ?  AH GOES BY MOSES ' S  LAWS . [He uses Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses.] 
Now, aftah yuh git ' em  in dere , yuh drop six pins in behin ' ' em, see . Yuh put a 
stoppah in dere , see . An '  yuh take 20¢ , two dime - don ' want no nickel atall . 
Jis ' take two dime an ' go tub any cemetery, onnahstan ' .  An ' yuh go mark a hole 
r ight in de breast of anybody , see . An ' yuh put de bottle down dere an ' yuh put 
ten cents both sides of dat bottle . An ' yuh co 1 k [ cork]  ' em  up an ' let ' em  stay 
dere fer two days - dat all , two days . If yuh' d put ' em  dere tuhday, take ' em  
up in de mawnin ' ,  onnahstan ' ,  an ' bring dat home . An ' yuh take ' em  out dere 
[ take pho to out of bo ttle ] an ' let ' em  dry out ,  an ' put ' em  any way [ anywhere] . 
LET ANYBODY HURT CHEW IN DIS WORLD . MAH NUMBAH I S  43 NORMAN STREET . WHERE IS 
DOCTOR BROWN? YUH COME TUH ME AN ' AH WILL GIT DE THING ALL OFF . 

(Well ,  this is the way they h�t you by putt ing this bo ttle down on you - down 
in that grave . Wha t will that do to you? ) 

Q!!_ - now lis ten ,  dat ' s  de way tub keep ' em  from huzotin ' yuh, keep · - fro. 
h�tin ' yuh . Dat ' s  yore pho tograph now . 

(You own pho tograph? ) 
Yuh carry da t an ' lay it dere an ' yuh bring it away - leave de money dere 

dough [ though ] . Leave de money dere an ' yuh bring de bottle back an '  take yore 
pho tograph out an ' dem pins . An ' put chure pho tograph wherevah yuh wan ' a  (want 
to ] . IF ANYBODY ' S  GOIN ' HURT CHEW, AH ' LL PAY FER IT . 

( I  see ,  they can ' t do anything to your photograph after you have done that . ) 
Can ' t h�t chew no way aftah yuh done dat . Let ' em  lay in de ca.eter, fer dat 

two days , unnahstan ' .  But be sure tub put dem two d imes , o ne � de ha1d an ' one 
tub de foot , see . An ' co ' k  up dat bottle an ' let it stay dere [ two  days] an ' yuh 
take dat away an ' yuh kin go on [about your bus ines s ] . 

Give anybody yore photograph an ' if dey h�t chew , ca.e � Doctor Brown - 43 
Nprman Street . Wherevah dey go in dis world dey can ' t hide, can ' t  hide [ from 
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Doctor Brown . ] [ 588 : 2 . ] 
Well , dat ' s  all r ight . Now ah ' ll tell yuh how dey do dat . Now , if dey git 

holt chure pho tograph , see . All r ight . Well , de easiest way now tub git dat 
away frum ' em , if yuh could f ind de man who take ' em . But as yuh can ' t  f ind de 
man who take yore pho tograph , dat ' s  all r ight . Yuh go - lis ten good now,  ah 'm  
talkin ' . Yuh git  a pho tograph taken an ' when yuh git  ' em  taken , yuh tell de man , 
say , "Now lis ten,  as yuh taken d is photograph , will yuh do me a favor? " He say, 
"Yes . "  Yuh say, "Now, de f irs ' lettah ah wan ' chew tub put is God de Fathah� 
God de Son� GOd de Ho ly Ghost , see , an ' turn de prong away tub de foot of de 
p itchure . Onnahstan ' ,  GOd de Fathah� God de Son� an ' God de Ho ly Ghost . Yuh 
see . All right , yuh take da t pitchure . Dey done go t chew fixed in dat place . 
See , dey got chew fized now . Yuh take dat pitchure an ' yuh come on home , see . 
Well , yuh walk in yore door an ' yuh say de same words , GOd de Fathah� God de Son,. 
an ' God de Ho ly Ghos t .  See? Now dat three lettah will cos ' [ co s t ]  j oo a dollah 
a lettah . See , yuh carry it tub any cemetery but don ' let it  be sundown . See , 
let it. be de sundown side . See . Yuh care [ carry] ' em  dere an ' yuh go tub two 
graves see [ two graves an unusual rite] , an ' yuh split about a dollah an ' a half 
among each one of dem graves . Yuh let dat pitchure lay in d is grave a night . 
Let ' em  lay in de nex ' grave a night . Onnahstan ' ?  When yuh go dere fer dat 
pitchure an ' stan ' a t  de foot of  dat grave - DOCTAH, LISTEN GOOD ! Pray , 0 Fathah 
prayahs [ the Our Father prayer ] . Onnahstan ' ?  Anyone know 0 Fathah prayahs . Den 
yuh say, 0 Fathah prayahs an ' yuh git up , see . 

(0 Father Paise? ) 
Say, 0 Fathah prayahs : 0 Fathah� who art in heaven� 'al lowed be ' s  is dy Name . 

Yuh know dat prayah . 
(Oh , I see . )  
[ I  see he means Our Father prayer . ]  
[Yuh go ] tub de haid of de  grave . Now see , if de pitchure layin ' on dis grave 

tuhnight , yuh take it off  dis grave tuhnight an ' put it on da t grave fer tuh
morrah night . See . Well , yuh go out dere in de mawnin ' .  Well , fo ' [before] yuh 
go take up dat pitchure , yuh git r ight a t  de haid of de grave an ' kneel down an ' 
say 0 Fa thah prayahs . An ' den when yuh say de las ' words , Amen� thank God, yuh 
git up an ' go right on de grave . An ' yuh grab yore pitchure lak dat , yuh say 
dese three words - now l is ' [ listen] tub me while ah tell yuh d is now , God de 
Fathah,. GOd de SOn,. GOd de Ho ly Gho s t  - Three diff ' ren ' words , see . All r ight , 
yuh take de pitchure up an ' yuh come back home , see . Yuh take dat pitchur e an ' 
put it in yore right-foot shoes , an ' yuh weah it dere two days , an ' walk out de 
do ' in de night an1 throw ' em  on any , away , any way .  Throw ' em  see . Throw ' em  
out an ' let nobody bo thah . An ' when yuh throw ' em lak dat , yo re spir it back 
home in peac e .  

(What happens then? ) 
Soon as yuh throw ' em, de pitchure lak da t in yore r ight hand - an '  throw ' em  

out chur e do ' .  Onnahs tan ' ,  soon a s  yuh throw ' em  out chure do ' ,  yore spirit an ' 
yore mind an ' evahthin ' will b e  back tub yuh , r ight back tub yuh . Be de same man 
yuh been , aldo [ although] yuh been fized. See? Listen good , now.  Aldo dey had 
yuh fized ,  but now yuh done come tub be de same man yuh always d id been . 

(This fizing the photograph this way takes the spell off , if somebody put a 
spell on you? ) 

Take it r ight off  an ' [ yuh] j is ' bran ' new [ by the ] time yuh git out de grave
yard an ' bring it back home . Lay ' em  in yore shoes an ' weah ' em  dere all day . 
But yuh got ' a  weah ' em  in yore r ight-foo ted shoes , see . An ' soon as yuh take ' ea  
an ' walk tub de door an ' throw ' em  out lak dat - don ' t  bothah about , don ' t mind 
about de p itchure , j is '  throw ' em  out an ' let ' em  go . Jis ' as soon as yuh do da� 
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YUH ' LL FEEL LAK A MILLIONAIRE-MAN . [ 58 9 : 1 . ] 
Yes , dey kin make ' em bring ' em  r ight back . 
(How would you do tha t ? ) 

2 2 5 3  

Well , I F  SOMEBODY STEAL SOMPIN FRUM YUH , DOC , SEE , WELL AH ' M  DE DOCTOR , SEE 
AN '  YUH COME TUH ME , [ say ] , "DOCTOR BROWN , D I S  ONE STEAL SOMPIN FRUM ME . "  Ah 
say , "Yes ? "  Arr ight [ all r ight ] . Now , dis party s teal frum yuh , ah ' ll go on tuh 
' is house an ' if he - now, BUT L ISTEN DOC - but if he let me git intuh ' is bouse, 
it ' s  all r ight ; but if ah cain ' t git intuh ' is house - see some people j is '  try 
tuh git aroun ' dis stuff . But ah go in ' give evahthin ' plain . Now , he steal 
frum yuh an ' if ah kin git intuh ' is house - if ah come in dat door an ' ah kin 
j is '  git a piece of papah or git any piece of thin ' off ' is house ,  ah got ' im. 
Onnahstan ' .  Now if ah kin git a piece of  papah out ' is house , piece of clothes 
out ' is house , ah ' ll take dat ,  see . AN ' AH ' LL TAKE DAT , DOC . OAT ' S  A HARD CASE ,  
YUH KNOW . Ah ' ll come on home , onnahstan ' ,  an ' ah ' ll take dat an ' ah ' ll roll dat 
up good , see . AN ' AH ' LL PUT DAT IN MAH � GNET MIXTURE . SEE AH ' VE GOT ALL MAR 
STUFF P ILE [ P ILED ] AT HOME DERE . AN ' AH PUT A MAGNET OVAH AN ' TEST . AH AIN ' T  A 
JEWELER, YUH KNOW, AN ' AH TEST DAT MAHSELF . 

(You have a magnet at  home? ) 
Oh , yeah . Ah have tuh test it mahself , see . AH ' M  DIS  WAY , DOC , IF YUH COME 

TUB ME FER A JOB , AH GOT ' S  SEE WHETHAH YUH ARE WRONG , ONNAHSTAN ' .  Well , ah put 
dat • • •  AN ' DEN AG ' IN AH ' LL GIT MAH DECK OF CARDS AN ' RUN OVAH ' EM  AN ' SEE IF IT ' S  
TRUE .  Well , if it ' s  true , ah ' ll take dat an ' gwan [ go on] up tuh de graveyard , 
see , an ' ah lay ' em dere f er two hours , see . An ' ah come back home . Lis ten 
good , �· When ah ' ll come back home , ah ' ll take dat , see an ' ah got a - j is '  
l ike a Bible or a rattlesnake roo t ,  see . An ' ah ' ve got one snake der e ,  onnah
stan ' . Ah ' ll put dat right dere b efo ' dat snake , see ;  an 1 ah 1 11 put dat rattle
snake root r ight - like de Bible is  put up der e ,  see , an ' ah ' ll keep mah han ' 
right der e  on dat machine . Now , he steal frum yuh , see . Now he comin ' to my 
bouse - he may come to me - go tta come . An ' when he ' gin knock at de door , I 
say , "Who is dat ? "  "Well , it ' s  me . "  I say , "Wha ' chew · want ? "  " I  wanta see yuh." 
I say, "Come in , "  an ' he say , "No ,  ah can ' t come in . "  But I say , "Go on wit it 
vba '  chew want ? "  "Well , Doatoxo Brown, ah wan ' a  see yuh . Ah don ' wan ' a  git in no 
trouble . Ah take da t man ' s stuff • " Ah say , "Well , carry it on back tuh ' im. . " 
If he don ' carry it on back,  he ' Z Z  be haPd as Jones ' body . 

(What will it do ? He ' ll what?  If he dOn ' t  carry it back what happens to 
b.ia? ) 

If he don ' t carry ' em  back , he haPd as Jones ' body . See , he work from de 
hear t ,  onnahstan ' .  He sorry fer it , he have tuh carry it back . But he brought 
it back an ' put in yore han ' . AH JIS ' HAD A CASE OF DAT [ KIND ] SUNDAY . Ah j is '  
&it through wit a case like dat Sunday . [ 591 : 1 . ] 

DOCTOR WASHINGTON ASKS FOR DOCTOR HYATT ' S  "LIVE-THINGS-IN-YOU" CASES 

IF YUH GIT A JOB LAK DAT� YUH COME TUH ME 
IF AH DON'T PULL IT RIGHT OUT� AH HOPE YUH KILL ME 

DAT'S A GIFT DAT AH CANNOT GIVE NOBODY� DAT COMES FRON GOD 

VEN [ WHEN] AH KNOW IT'S A SPELL ON 'IN 
AH DON' GIVE NO MEDICINE • • •  

DE LAS' PLACE VIR [ WHERE] DE DAMAGE AT 
DAT 'S DE PLACE �H VERK [ WRK] IS • • •  
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AH 'LL FIN ' A PACKAGE 
AN ' AH 'LL BET MAH LAIG AG 'INST TEN CENTS 
AH 'LL GO DERE IN 1 8  MINUTES AN ' GIT IT 
AN ' [ OR ] MAKE YUH OR ANYBODY ELSE GIT IT 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

[To show how diff icult the task of removing live things from a per son could 
b e ,  DoatoP Washington descr ibes a case to show his experience with this type of 
work .  Further , he suggests if any such cases came my way while in Charleston , I 
could refer them to him . FoP this Pe Zief muah thanks ! We have heard from Doator 
Washington before : margin title DOCTOR WASHINGTON OF CHARLESTON , 4 28 ,  pp . l3 2-135 ; 
58 6 , p . l9 2 ;  aDd 6 7 3 ,  p . 226 . ]  

Dey call it a spell . About dat , de question is , how we will cure dat . Ah 
ast de question of de pusson ah 'm gwine tub . Ah kin go intuh mah home an ' check 
on dat pusaon, ' zamine ' im t ' oroughly an ' see vir [where]  ' is trouble is , an ' 
question ' er  [ if my patient is a woman ] ,  or he [ if a man] . An ' den ven [when] 
ah know it ' s a spell on ' im,  ah don ' give no medicine - not a bit . NOW, ven 
dat spell is on a pusson, de reason ah go visit 1 em [ him or her] , ah 'm gwine 
visit ' em an' VATCH ' ER ACTION OR ' I S ACTION, SEE [WHETHER] DEY GON ' A  WHOOP , 
SQUEAL AN '  YELL. Make no diff ' ren ' if a chile or it been a woman unfamiliah [ to 
me ] . An ' IF YUH SEE ' EM  DOIN '  DAT , DEN IT ' S  A SPELL UNDAH ' ER OR HE . Den de 
secon ' step - dat de firs ' step - de secon ' s tep is , den don ' t  treat off vit no 
medicine . 

Yuh chase [ trace]  her tub where she moved from . She might ' a  moved fo ' or 
f ive diff ' ren ' places befo ' ah verk upon ' em .  Ah got ' a  git back an ' check ' er 
back fo ' or f ive yeah back vir she moved from . An ' de las ' place vir she got de 
damage at , dat ' s de place mah verk is . Ah ' ll fin ' a package ,  an ' ah ' ll bet mah 
laig ag ' inat ten cents ah1 11 go dere in 18 minutes an ' git it , an ' [ or ]  make yuh 
or anybody else git it . All right . Now, vhen ah git dat package , ah vould go 
tub de graveyard tub v icked people : drunkards ,  home [whore? ] mongahs , gamblahs 
an ' murdah ' s  [murderer s ] . She is signed up dere undah a wr itten contract [with 
the dead ] an ' yuh' ll fin '  ' er 1 nitial [ on the contract] , yuh 1 11 fin 1 some pieces 
of ' er stuff - d e  pieces of ' er stuff . Ah wan ' a  make it plain tub yuh, eithah 
go t ' a  b e  from undab yer ahm [ arm] here or down here . An ' yuh ' ll fin '  - now yuh 
may not can ' t  see , but yuh ' ll see de papah [ contract ]  written on dere wot d ey 
wan ' dese people tub do fer ' um . Dat is plain as day . An ' dere ' s  so much money 
put dere ven dat supposed tub put der e ,  eithah 18 [ 17 ? ]  or 19¢  [ indivisible ex
cep t  by one ] . Now den ,  ah got tub double dat . Now, lots of people git beat in 
dis case dat ' s  vy [why] our hawkin ' [ ? ]  now . But comin ' tub mab test . If ah don' 
wan ' a  pay nobody tub take dis box heah - de trouble is it co st me $ 5 . 05 .  Yuh dod 
wan ' a  git it up . Dey law ' quires [ requires ] fo ' yuh tub double de bond an ' hold 
it , tub de proof in co ' t  [ court ] . Well all dat ' s  de same - ' quires etc . 

Now, de 19¢  ah  could double dat . Dat  ain ' t  no  money tub talk about , but tub 
git some money [ like $ 5 . 05 ]  an ' double dat - an ' ah could leas ' [afford that ] . 

Now,  ven ah double dat - suppose it 19¢ , ah go dere tuhnight at a cer tain 
hour . Ah got ' a  git dere at a cer tain hour , too - cuz ah 'm puttin ' a squaPe Zead 
wit joo - between nine an ' ten a ' clock . Don ' go no othah hour . Cain ' t  git it . 
Cain ' t  git it tub save a durn soul . ' Tween nine an ' ten a ' clock. An ' v ' en ab 
go up der e ,  [ if ]  dis is de place heah, ah ' s  tub valk up tub dat place in about 
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ten step an ' stop , an ' talk tuh dat man an ' [ or ]  talk tub de �. cuz it .ay 
be a man an1 [ or ]  a woman . Den [af ter taking 10  step s  and stoppiaB] . ah back 
back nine s tep . Den ah turn mah back an ' ah walk backward an ' coaDt e.ah oae of 
mah step . An ' ah git tuh de place where ah turn aroun ' an ' tell ' ea. 1f here ' s 
de devil dere now, ah wan ' dis package . Ah wan ' a cancel dis agree.eat - dia 
contract - vich [which]  dat chew got ag ' ins t Emma Brown, or Henry �. � •eter 
or Paul . An ' ah bores down intuh dat grave - dere ' s de haidbo ' d  - soea daaD tab 
de heart on de lef ' s id e .  Go no deepah dan dat [ demonstrates ] up tub de elbuv. 
Go down der e .  Ah ' d  be carryin ' dat double amount of money down dere . l'ut clat 
money down lak dat an ' pick up lak dat [demonstrates ] vit  dem f ive fin&&ha j ia '  
a s  [ so ]  much [ grave dir t ] . Ah take dat up . Ah place dat [dir t ]  in a vaseliDe 
j ah vit nuthin in dere . Shut dat in a vaseline j ah .  Git chew some of dis .-.e 
vaseline , let it be bran ' -new s tuff vhat chew bought in de j ah .  Take dat stuff 
back home an ' mix dat up , j is ' lak yuh ' d mix up sal t  an ' vatah . Ven yuh adz clat 
up , have yuh mind on what chew wan ' a do . Den check dat sick pus son name , see. 
an ' fold it up an ' s t ick it down dere an ' mix dat up , see . An ' take dat an' 
carry it back dere in 24 hours an ' put it back in de same place . 

( In the grave? ) 
Yas ,  in de grave r ight on de place vir de woman buried ' er . Yuh don ' mind 

about dat . Vhy she gon ' a hit de street . I.-ow, ven yuh done dat , den go back 
tuh de patient - watch me good now - go back tuh de place she s tuck ' er . Git 
two - don ' be ' shamed - g it chew a tub of vatah . Vatch me good now . Set in dat 
tub of vatah right dere on de s tove . Take yuh time . Git chure vatah b Zood-wann. 
All r ight , go an ' g it yuh some , a 25¢  box of hep [ ? ]  sal t ,  r ight from de druggist 
vhut drug vould turn vatah red . 

(What was that word ? )  
Head [ ? ]  salt - co s t  25 ¢  in a bo ttle . 
(Is  it a powder or liquid? What is it ? )  
A powdah . Ven yuh git dat box o f  powdah, git chew a two-quart po t an ' yuh po ' 

it all in deah . Yuh draw it lak yuh draw tea ,  an ' it ' s as red as  blood . Ven yuh 
draw dat medic ine , ven yuh done draw ,  den take yuh nine drops of turpentine, lis
ten at me , nine drops of linament , put dat in der e ,  nine drops of spir it of a ' 
mon ' a - spir it neumonia [ ammonia ] put dat in dere . Den take yuh three tablespoon 
of de bes ' physic salts an ' j is ' s t ir it up , j is ' s t ir it up , j is ' stir it up . 
Den git choo a thick piece of cloth an ' po ' it in dere an ' s t ir it  aroun ' , an ' it 
come j is ' as  pure as a blood [ demonstrates ] .  

(Right from there where you got it mixed up now, on the rag and the cloth. ) 
All r ight . Now, when yuh s train dat out , put dat in a j ah [ j ar ] , set dat 

aside on de table . All r ight , ah 'm go in ' back tuh de tub of vatah now. Yen yah 
git tuh dat tub of vatah , take de balance of dat physic salts ,  t ' row in dat va� 
Go tuh yuh chimley , if yuh ain ' t got no chfmley , go tuh somebody ' s  ch�ey an '  
steal a han ' ful of ashes . Dat ' s de bes ' , steal it . An ' steal a disbr.aa . If yah 
kin do it , dat ' s quick verk . An ' s teal ' em ven dey in de house . Doa '  steal ' ea  
ven dey gone off . An ' put in yuh pocket an ' walk out . An ' take dat diahras an '  
de ashes an ' bring dat vatah up , dat varm vatah, an ' vash i t  aroun' an '  yah stir 
it up an ' git chew yuh some of dis sweet [ scented ] soap an ' vash it up uutil it 
sit sudsy an ' de steam comin ' outa it . Take dat voman an ' truss or cross ' er  
laig up an ' let it or dat thing go right tuh ' er bulgin ' -out va.aa. Den sit yuh 
some fresh hog lard an ' grea se yuh han ' • Grease yuh han ' an ' take dose t 'ree 
fingah [ demonstrates ] an ' s t ick ' em r ight up - de two go up dere . Stick it up 
[anus ]  tuh de bowels an ' dat insex [ insec t ]  dat live insez will ca.e out in two 
ainutes . Go up tuh de womb . 

[The doatoro 's Go up tuh de womb I am unable to ezplatn. I bad assumed that 
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his bu lgin ' -out meant buttocks , o therwise how could his fingers go up tuh de 
bowe l s .  Moreover , in  hoodoo live things o r  live things dead usually come out 
through the bowel s ,  though occasionally a live thing has crawled out patient ' s  
mouth . ] 

An ' ven yuh pull ' em [ live thing s ]  out de firs ' or de seaont time , j is '  t ' row 
' em  down in dat tub . I t ' ll run lak de devil , j is '  j umpin ' up tryin ' tuh git up 
de top bu t dey cain ' t git  out . De s tuff in dat tub goin ' kill it . Put de s tuff 
in de tub tuh kill it : de a shes , put dat in dere ; de dishrag an ' dat ounce of de 
physic sal t s ; an ' about - ah missed one thing . Ah ' m  goin ' back , ah ' ll git it , 
dat turpent ine . Put all of  dat in dere , but ven yuh put dat turpentine , don ' t 
put dat in dere until de s tuff about tuh bo il . See , cuz if yuh put dat turpen
tine in dere befo ' yuh go up in dere , he knows ' is hand prob ' ly it isn ' t dere , 
an ' turn back an ' go away dat quick . Tuh keep it from gittin '  away ven it run 
out , git chah lak dat . An ' here ' s  vhu ' chew fin ' come out ' er :  toadyfpog ,  scor
pions , lizards , ra t ,  woodlice , ear thworm , a lit tle ca tahpillah dat goes  on co tton 
bush . An ' if dat ain ' t so ah don ' wan ' a  see • . •  [ what he does no t say] . An ' ah ' d  
�tuh see anybody disputin ' me . Ah ' d  go in dere ' fo '  [ before]  any man an ' take 
de j ob ' fo '  yuh face . Now , IF YUH GIT A JOB LAK DAT , YUH COME TUH ME .  IF AH DO� 
PULL IT RIGHT OUT , AH HOPE YUH KILL ME , 

(Well , how do they get those  things in there in the fir s t  place? How do they 
put them in there? )  

Well , dere two side of a pichure . D e  side ah give yuh , dat de side tuh cure . 
Ah cain ' t give i t  [ the cau s e ]  at  de same time . D e ' have de dirty man ' s come -
dirty man wit filthy han ' . D ere lo t sa ' em go dere . Now,  he goin ' tuh play 
aroun ' lak a pusson be tryin ' tuh do - tuh make some money . "Dere ' s  a hundah 
[ hundah = hundred ] dollahs , ah van ' da t voman or man put down . " BUT A HUNGRY 

MAN - fo ' a hundah dollahs he ' ll do a dirty tPiak all r ight . He ' ll take de 
hundah dollahs . He ' ll take one dollah of dat money an ' he ' ll gr ind it  up . 

(He does what ? )  
He file i t  up j is '  lak a powdah . All r ight . He take some dat money an ' 

change it tuh nine pennies ,  an ' he got ' a  f ile dat up if it take him a month tuh 
file it up . Tuh do quick vork , guarantee , he got ' a  file dem eighteen pieces -
nine dime an ' nine pennies , Vel! , ven he file up dem t ' in ' s [ thing s ]  an ' put dem 
tuhgethah , dat change de colah - some brown an ' some lak silvah . Dat ' s  dat . 

All r ight , ven he git done vit dat den ,  he go t ' a  g it somepin from dis voman , 
eithah ' er han ' writin ' - dat ' s  one . All r ight , or take his hat ,  dat li ' le bow 
in der e . Dat ' s two . Take dat out . Dat ' s  two ain ' t i t ?  Eithah one good all 
r ight . Ah ' m  j is '  givin ' t ' in ' s d iff ' ren ' par t of  a man . All r ight , ah ' ll git 
a dirty sock . Dat ' s  three , ain ' t it?  If he  cain ' t git de three , he cain ' t do 
business . Git chew some vaseline , it ain ' t but 5¢ . As yuh frien ' go , vipe it 
in yuh han ' [ d emons trates ] an ' a s  yuh vipin ' ' em , vel! , yuh put ' em in yuh han ' 
lak dat , or pick ' em  up in yuh han ' j is '  so , an ' call dere name , "Annie . "  

(As you are wiping you name , keep calling her name . )  
Yeah , Annie . "Annie , ah van ' chew tuh lay down , ' cuz yuh have done me d ir t . "  

Vatch me han ' now . "Annie , yuh cain ' t live . Annie ,  yuh [mu s t  b e ]  punish ' cuz 
yuh split me . "  An ' de moment yuh call dat voman ' s  name , yuh put dat t ' in '  up 
dere [ demonstrates ] . 

(You simply just  slide it on your hand . )  
I t  slippery , lak a fish , yuh know, an ' ven yuh git through dat , den he takes 

SWee t Co logne an ' pat ' er always dere . D en he ready [ to ]  leave her . Ven he 
ready tuh leave , see , den he , "Hello , baby . "  Ven she be dere , might pa t [ bite? ] 
' im on de shouldah , might pat [ bite? ] ' im on de j aw .  Dat ' s  all he ' d  vant . 

Now, yuh do dat . Go tuh verk fas t  an ' pick some eggshell , a black hen . Git 
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dat egg an ' take de vhite an ' throw it in de fo ' k  of de road.,  right in de fo ' k . 
Put i t  right in de fo ' k  of de road . Don ' look at it , don ' let uobod7 see When 
yuh put ' em  dere . Put ' im in de fo ' k .  Bring de shell back ha.e an' llaJI8 dat 
shell up in de sun until it gits t ' oroughly dry . Jam a needle thrOQih 1� an' 
s t ick de needle up in a piece of bo ' d  right in de sun vir [where] de saa vi11 
hit it , an ' let it git real dry . Den yuh take it off an ' put it in a br.am' -aew 
piece of cloth, an ' den yuh rub it tuh a reg ' lah powdah . Git it tub a poPdab. 
Put da t in da t coppah wit da t penny an ' da t silvah an ' yuh mix dat . Yen 7Uh ab: 
dat , put dat intuh de same vaseline bottle dat yuh vipe yuh han '  vit . Be pah�ic 
lah now vid [with] dat . Den yuh puts dat in yuh yard , in back of yuh yard., an '  
yuh wis it dat t ' ree times , vhich is t ' ree days , t ' ree night at  de wery aiuute yu 
got ' a  be  dere . An ' let de air git intuh it . Jis ' do lak dat [ demonstrates] . 

(Lif t  up the top of the bottle . )  
"Annie - Annie - Annie . "  Screw ' em  [ the top ] down, screw ' em  down, screv ' m  

down , t ' ree diff ' ren ' time [ demonstrates ] .  -
(You screw this lid down . ) 
Screw d e  lid down . Ven yuh do dat t ' ree diff ' ren ' times , t ' row it back down. 

Yuh see , any time yuh are ready fo ' business , take dat dere an ' yuh got two 
places tuh carry dat . If yuh wan ' a  t ' ree places [ tuh aarry dat ] . One place is 
shore death . God ! Ah don ' see v ' at vill cure yuh . One place outa de t ' ree no
body in de vorl ' [world ]  kin cure yuh. 

(Where is that? ) 
T ' row ' em  ovahbo ' d  in runnin ' vatah . Goin ' dere evah day an ' cain ' t cure ' em  

nuthin cain ' t cure ' em. Only way tuh cure dat voman is tuh tie ' em  down an ' dea 
she ' ll die . Kin bury dat in de yard vir she done be ,  or yuh kin carry ' em  back 
tuh de peop le - de rough people an ' vicked people in de graveyard - kin carry ' e 
dere fer • • • •  

(When they carry this bottle , they go down to river and it goes out with the 
tid e ,  and they can ' t do a thing for it . And now the second place . Where is the 
second place you bury that now? ) 

In de yard vir she livin ' at , an ' [ third ] in de graveyard , who de ' make de 
contract vit . Now,  ven yuh done dat , dat de vay yuh fix people . Dat vha ' chev 
call a f ir s ' class spell . [ ( 509) 1 5 6 2 : 1 . ] 

(Well suppose a woman made me that  way and I couldn ' t  do anything . Could I 
come to you and you take that off of me? )  

Ah, yes . Ah , yes . Yuh wisits  me . All ah vants is some of yuh hair . Ah ' ll  
g o  right dere an ' git i t  [ hidden rag ] . All ah vants is f in '  dis rag . Ah ' ll go 
right dere [where the woman buried it ] an ' git  it . 

(You ' ll f ind that rag? ) 
Ah, yes . An 1 ah fin 1 - now DAT 1 S A GIFT DAT AH CANNOT GIVE NOBODY . DAT cmiE 

FROM GOD . 
(That ' s  spiritual? ) 
Dat ' s  a spiritual gif t . Now,  if yuh come tuh me on a j ob lak dat an' vaaa .e 

at night , ah may go vit yuh , if yuh lak a long vays . But ven ah git tub yuh 
house , yuh vants tuh let me sit  [ in] a chair an ' let me sleep - anyvair on de 
porch , anyvair in de yard , any baid . Anyvairs .  Jis ' don ' min ' me atall. Jis ' 
gib [me ] about one or two drinks of likah an ' let me git tuh de j ob. An' ah 
sleep right away . An ' ven [ af t er ]  ah git tuh sleep , [ has had a sleep] ., ah got ' a 
li ' le compass  about dat big aroun ' . I t  look lak a gourd , but it ain ' t DO gourd . 
It look lak a vatch, but it ain ' t no vatch . An ' ah got dat t 1 in 1  loaded . An '  
ah got ' a  bottle ah got dat loaded [bottle , Zoaded with some sort of preparation, 
is spun to point to buried obj ect ] .  An ' ah git right in de yard ., j is ' me an ' yu: 
too . [Doator says to his instrument s ] , "Pull me right tuh yuh., comin ' right tuh 
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it - in heah , in heah , Sonny. " Ah go right - [ he ' d ]  nevah f ind it , he cain ' t 
nevah f ind it - cuz she ' ll [ compass or bottle] turn right aroun ' an ' p ' int 
[ po int ] tub it . Ah ' ll go right tub it . Ah ' ll say tub yuh , "Open it . "  Ven yuh 
open it an ' ah see it , ah t ' row somepin on it an ' kill i t .  Let yuh git ' em an ' 
live upon ' im . 

(Well , what sort of stuff would kill that?  Kill the effect  of  tha t ? )  
Take - don ' take a darn t ' in ' but turpent ine an ' lodestone - turpentine an ' 

lodestone an ' silvah . Dere ' s t ' ree t ' ings . Always remembah de Fathah an ' de Son 
[ and the Holy Gho s t ] . Dat ' s boss - is vorried , yuh know . No use gittin ' one of  
dem two , no  use  git two , yuh use  dose t ' ree t ' in ' s tuhgethah . [ 564 : 3 . ] 

HEADBOARD OF GRAVE ANSWERS DOCTOR GLOVER BY ROCKING 

GO • • •  TUH A GRAVE WHICH YO ' IS ACQUAINTED WIT • • •  
TAKE BOL ' [HOLD ] OF DE FOOTBO 'D • • •  CALLS 'EM THREE TIME . .  , 
PUT CBURE HAN ' ON DE HAIDBO 'D AN '  CALLS . . .  THREE TIMES . . .  
DA.T BAIDBO 'D WILL ROCK TUH LET CHEW KNOW DAT HE HEARD 

CHARLESTON , SOUTH CAROLINA 

Ah ' ve brought many of two couples , a couple rathah , tuhgethah . If one of 
' em should be far from de othah , ah ' d bring ' em home wit de othah an ' dey kin 
return immediately . 

Yo ' go tuh work - it ' s very confidential - yo ' record dere name on a piec e  of 
papah an ' yo ' put chure name above dat ,  an ' draw a c ircle aroun ' it an ' cross it 
direckly [ d irectly] , yo ' know, in de centah . An ' yo ' take dat an ' three pennies 
r ight on top of dat ,  go direck tub de cemetery tub a grave which yo ' is acquaint
ed wit . Yo ' goes tuh de footbo ' d an ' be sure tub go so as yo ' will pass aroun ' 
1 is haid from de right , don ' chew know. Yo ' take hol ' [ hold]  of de foo tbo ' d an ' 
yo 1 calls whamsoevah dey are , man an ' [ or ]  woman . Call ' em by name . Yo ' calls 
' em three time.  An' den yo ' pass on aroun ' tub de haid an ' put chure han ' on de 
haidbo 1 d an ' calls ' em  at de haid three t imes . An ' nine an ' a ha lf times outa 
ten DAT HAIDB0 1D VILL ROCK tub let chew know dat he heard . Yo ' say , "Ah want 
chew immediately tuh bring back tub me on short notice Such-an ' such-a-one by 
name , don ' chew know , an' ah mean what ah say . Ah ' m not beggin ' yo ' ,  ah ' m  goin ' 
tub pay yo ' . " An ' den yo ' go right on roun ' pas ' de haidbo ' d an ' go right on 
midways an 1 git  r ight about where yo '  feel de r ight han ' [ hand of the corpse]  
goes intuh de pocket .  Yo ' goes down in dere until yo ' git yo ' han ' down about 
dat deep [ demonstrates ] ,  tub de elbow intuh dat grave , right dere in de pocket 
on de r ight side . An ' yo 1 deposit dem three pennies right dere . "Now, ah wan ' 
chew tub do what ah ast yo ' tub do , ' cuz ah ' m payin ' yo ' fer it . " Covah it up 
an ' go on off an ' don ' look back . 

Ah guarantee yo ' ' fore two days - 24 hours - dat party will b e  dere . Dat ah 
proved , Ah ' ve tried dat ,  ah ' ve worked it out on many . 

( I  see . Where did you hear this last thin&? ) 
I got dat in Kingston , Jamaica . 
(That seems reasonable . )  
[My preceding comment that seems reasonab le refers  not to Kingston, but to the 

po ssible truth of my informant ' s rite . If we remember that a doator working with 
spirits  frequently fortifies his own spirit with o ther spirit s ,  whiskey or gin ,  I 
have no doubt that a headboard has occasionally rooked. For an example of this 
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professional weakness . see the t itle quo tations and my comment about Doctor 
English (England ) 1 p . l38 6 1  and his pho tograph at the end of voluae 2 . ]  

2259 

[Later in the interview Doator Glover returns to the same theae as follows : ]  
Yo ' goes tuh de cemetery an ' carry yo ' three cents 1 an ' if dere ' a a person in 

de graveyard dat yo ' knows dere by name 1 go right tuh ' is grave an' walk r1cht 
tuh 1 is foo t 1  ' fore de footbo 1 d 1  an ' call ' im by name an ' tell ' tm  tuh wake !P• 
yo ' wan ' ' im tuh do some j ob s  fer yo ' right now. Pass r ight on roun 1 de r�ht 
tuh ' is haid an ' call ' im ag ' in 1 three t imes . An ' when yo ' call ' tm  den yO: feel 
somepin lak de stone movin 1 1 an ' yo ' come right aroun ' an ' tell ' im whu ' chew 
want . Yo ' go right down intuh dis right breas 1 1  right breas 1 1  an ' yo ' go davn 
dat deep [down to elbow] . An ' git a han ' ful of dat earth 1 an ' take yore lef ' 
han ' an ' yo ' put de pennies right in der e .  Covah it up propahly . Den tell · � . 
11Now1 ah come an ' ah call yo ' an ' ah pay yo '  tuh do j is '  whut ah wan ' done . Ah 
van ' dese people tuh leave an ' [while they are leaving ] nevah look back. Ah wan' 
chew tuh run ' em  clean outa town . Ah pay ;o '  fer dat an ' ah wan ' chew tuh do dat. 
Take dat earth an' come right on home . An yo 1 git a teaspoonful of po t salt an1 
a tablespoonful o f  groun ' red peppah an ' mix it up tuhgethah 1 an ' yo ' sprinkle it 
r ight out in de yard in front of de do ' where dey boun ' tuh wa lk ovah it . An ' 
yo ' ll be rid of dem in 24 hours . Dey ' ll be gone from der e .  

( If you put that inside of  the house what happens? )  
If yo ' put some inside of  de house .  nobody will nevah stay in dere . 
(Well 1 why is that ? )  
Jis ' cain ' t go in 1 de dead spirits will keep ' em  out . [ 595+85 : 1 ; & 598+85 : 4 . ] 
[Doator Glover adds a wrestling rite : ] 

Yo ' wrast lin ' - yo ' laks tuh wrastle 1 why yo ' git chew some long sumac roo t .  
Yo ' know whut dat is . Some dat long enough so dat yo ' kin carry it aroun ' yo ' 
waist two or three times . Don ' knot it 1 j is '  slide it in through so de ends won ' 
pull out - right roun ' yo ' waist . Go right on an ' git yo ' vic t im  an ' yo ' kin put 
1 1m down evah t ime .  He cain ' t  handle yo ' .  Evah time when he put s  ' is han ' s on 
yo ' 1 why yo ' g i t  loose . Dat gives yo ' powah ovah yo ' vic t im .  [ 598 : 2 . ]  

"DOCTOR" CASON DRIVES OUT D ISEASE SPIRIT 

REGARDLESS OF WHUT K.INDA SPIRIT GOT ON YO ' [ BY A SPELL] 
IN NINE DAYS TIME YO ' WILL BE ALL RIGHT 

CHARLESTON 1 SOUTH CAROLINA 

(In taking off a spell and us ing these wood herbs 1 do you use the aa.e t� 
for all spells or do you use diff erent herbs for different spells ? )  

Yo ' us e some in de - lak yo ' use watah. 
(How do you do tha t ? ) 
Don ' let de watah hit de groun 1 1 ketch de watah ' fo '  [before] it hit de aroun' . 
(Rain water ? )  
Dat ' s  right . Ketch it in de glass 1 pitchah 1 ketch it above de �· · Don '  

even let  de watah drap [ drop ] off  de top of de house . Set it [contatwer] oat one 
aide upon a shelf an ' de rain come until it git  full . If yo ' aia1 � 10� it full, 
de ' [ they] take an ' po ' out dat an ' git it [water ]  till yo ' sit it [coataiaar 
full ]  - de rain watah. An ' take it fo ' a wash r egardless of vbat k1ada spirit 
aot on yo ' .  In nine days time yo ' will be all right -. But JO' ao�1a ... h. Ketch 
about a half a gallon or a gallon an ' yo ' don ' throw de watah ... , aftah yo ' firs' 
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wash .  Yo ' wash yo ' face in dat . Yo ' kin wash yo ' han ' in any othah watah 1 but 
chew wash yo ' face an ' haid in dat watah . Den po ' dat [rain]  watah in ano thah 
j ah [ j ar ]  an ' let dat stay . Tomorrah mawnin ' yo ' git up 1 yo ' do de �arne thing . 
yo ' wash yo ' face an ' hair [ in the preserved rain water ] . An ' de nex ' day yo ' 
wash in de nex ' watah da t wus had fer nine days . Den yo ' ll put all dose watahs 
tuhgethah 1 all in one 1 an ' dey travels to de sundown way .  

(To the sundown what ? )  
To d e  sundown side . 
( Sundown side . Well 1  you said "way" d idn ' t you? ) 
[This may sound captious of me 1 but there could be another explanat ion . I 

may have stopped recording for a moment 1 a par t of our conversation being lost . ]  
Well 1 in de way da t de sun go down at - see 1 out in de wes ' . Yo ' turn yo ' 

back to de lef ' a t  de lef ' cornah.  Yo ' turn yo ' back to de lef ' an ' wave d is 
bot tle ovah yo ' baid [ demonstrates ] .  

(You swing it around over your head . )  
Yes 1 an ' let all de watah po ' out . Dat yo ' see . Den yo ' throw dis stuff by 

turnin ' dis bottle loose [ so that ] 1 de ' [dey = they] all go out . Turn ' em  [ loose. 
the 9 waters ] an ' let ' em  stay . An ' dey [ the pat ient ] walk off from de house 1  
say1 "Go . "  Tell ' em  to take an ' carry ' em  wherevah dey come from .  Den he go 
back where he came from. An ' whosomevah brought on de spell 1 it is off . Ah ' ll 
bet anything or no t dat it ' s  off . 

(Now1 you take this rain water that you catch 1  a half gallon or a gallon and 
you wash in that D1ne days . The same water ? ) 

Yes . de aa.e vatah . 
(Nine day• . aDd then you throw it to the west back over your head ; but you 

swing it around over your head when you do that - in a glass j ar or something . )  
Ovah yo ' lef ' shouldah . 
(And you don ' t look back - walk away . )  
Yes . [ (503) • 54 9 : 1 . ]  

DOCTOR NELSON AGAIN 

[Doctor Nelson of Charleston again 1 is an old and important acquaintance -
see DOCTOR NELSON WORKED FOR DOCTOR HARRI S 1 p . l5 9 9f . In add ition to his valuable 
information there . we now learn that root working ran in his family . ]  

It ' s  a West Indian vine grows on pine tree 1 grows right on up from de roots 
to de top [of the tree ] . All right 1 yo ' go up dere to dat tree 1 yo ' know1 an ' 
yo ' commence nine inches from de groun ' on dat tree 1 an ' den yo ' skin dat bark 
up nine inches . an ' cut dat piece out . An ' yo ' take one ole shoe - take de extra 
one back1 yo ' know . Yo ' take three pins an ' three needles an ' sew it up in a 
cloth an ' carry it wit ' em . An ' put it aroun ' home so nobody1  dey cain ' t  do yo ' 
no harm. 

(Where d id you learn that? ) 
Weel 1  mah gran ' fathah wus a West Ind ian 1 yo ' know . 
(Oh 1 your grandfather was a West Ind ian . Were you born here [ in the U . S .A J ? )  
Yes sir .  Ah born in lowah S ' uth Ca ' lina . Ah wus [born ] in S ' uth Ca ' lina . 
(You were born in South Carolina 1 but your grandfa ther was a West Ind ian . Was 

he a root doctor ? ) 
Yes 1  sir .  
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(You were born in South Carolina . Where were you born in South Carolina? ) 
Sumter , S ' uth Ca ' lina . 
(Oh , you were born at Sumter . I see . I ' ve talked with a uuaber of people 

from Sumter , when I was working up in [Wilming ton] North Carolina . [ I  collected 
in Sumter lat er . ] Tha t was one of  his remedies from the Wes t Ind ies? ) 

Yes , he had s everal othahs . 
(What was the name of that vine? ) 
Call it West  Indian Vine - peoples talk about West Indian vine , chew taav. 

Yo ' git to know it , chew know . 
(Well , you cari ' t use that remedy here in this country then . There ia DO Yeat 

Indian Vine in this country . )  
Oh , yes , growin ' up on a pine tree . De nex ' thing dey use fer da t [ to protect 

against spells ] ,  dey use de mistletoe . 
(How do they use that ? Yes , I know the mistletoe . )  [ (518 ) , 607 : 6 . ] 
Feathah is  good fer taking off on a certain weakness . Yo ' burn de feathah . 

Yo ' sew it  up in a piece of clo th ,  de ashes , an ' hang it on de individual who 
have a - some kinda flow of  blood . Da t will stop it , yo ' know . 

(That have what , you say? ) 
Dat have a is sue of blood . 
(Tha t will cure it , stop it . [ 611 : 6 . ] 

BLACK-CAT-LUCKY-BONE MAKER ADVISES AUTHOR 

IF YO 'S DE ONE WAN 'S TUH HA VE DE [ BLACK-CAT-LUCKY] BONE 
YO 'D HA VE TUH GIT ME TUH DO DE WORK 

DE BONE IS NO GOOD AFTAH SEVEN YEAHS 

SHE KIN TAKE HER "INF 'MATION [ INFLAMMATION] RAG" • • •  
PUTS DAT UNDAH DE PART OF DE BED WHERE HE SLEEP AT 
DAT 'LL WI ' DREW [ WITHDRA W] STRENGTH OUTA HIS BACK 

AN ' KEEP 'IS [ HIS] BACK WEAK 
AN ' HE WON ' BOTHAH 'ER TOO MUCH • • •  OVAHNIGHT 

SHE 'S PERHAPS ONE OF DOSE KINDA WOMEN 
WHUT CHEW CALL A FREAK WOMAN 

SEE SHE J IS ' GOT DIS MAN 
SHE HA VEN 'T DIS MAN., SAY., JIS ' IF SHE LOVE HIM 

SHE KEEPS 'IM WEAK WHILST SO SHE KIN HA VE DE MONEY 
TUH BE 'SOCIATE WIT DE KINDA PEOPLE WHUT SHE 'SOCIATED WIT 

LAK WHU '  CHEW CALL "BULLDRAGGING WOMEN" 
(WHAT KIND OF WOMEN ARE THOSE?)  

DOSE DE KIN ' A WOMEN WHUT LAK OTHAH WOMEN 
DEY CALL DEM FREAK WOMEN 

AN ' WHEN A WOMAN CROSSES A MAN IN DE BED 
WHY SHE TAKES 'IS STRENGTH 

NEW ORLEANS , LOU ISIANA 

[There is  a considerable amount of mat erial in HOODOO about the btaak oat 
lucky bone : see pp . 74-97 , many o ther place s ,  and ano ther section to be added in 
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volume 3 or 4 .  From this evidence we occasionally learn , that even af ter a per
son has performed all ceremonies for the bone , the bone will remain useless un
less a doatoro "dresses" it . Such a droessing, however , was never normal procedure . 
Our present informant , No . 1572 , happens to be the only expert who ever gave me a 
completely new theory of the b laak aat Zuaky bone ; one logically explaining why 
professional services are required . As a part of  his explanation he also tells 
us this �essing lasts only 7 years .  For a time limit on hands , and the b laak 
aat luaky bone is a hand, see p . 5 7 7 . Informant has several unusual r ites , 
espec ially title quotation 4 .  This is merely one of primitive man ' s  many taboos 
agains t women , one that has continued down to modern times . A woman must never 
crawl or clfmb over a man in bed (or s t ep over him lying on the floor or ground) , 
because it gives her the superoioro position , the magic position that makes her 
more powerful than the man . One of the most interesting statements about woman ' s  
position I caae across years ago while l iving in England . I frequently bought 
fairly early printed books for a few shillings . One of them ,  Spanish author if 
I remember . with tezt in Lat in of course , s tated : It is a sin ,  what kind I no 
longer remember . (surely not mor tal ! ) ,  for a woman to assume the superoioro position 
in coitus ! (The author writing in Lat in naturally uses the words superoioro and 
inferoioro. ) Bow long did that one remain in moral theology and penitentials ? I 
know nothing like this in general folklore ! The folk have too much common sense . 
But something about the superoioro position has survived in general folklore : A 
proegnant �man by �Zing overo the husband aan troansfero hero futuroe laboro pains 
to him (FACI 1 2nd ed . , 2953 , p . l33) . A milder form was previously collected : If 
a proegnant � �ls overo hero husband� he is going to suffero as many pains as 
she wil l  have (FACI, 1st ed . ,  2508 , p . l 2 2 ) . Informant ' s  mater ial was recorded 
on cylinders E53 : 1-E57 : 3  = 2886-28 90 . ]  

Wal [well ] 1 a s  ah wuz f ir '  [ f irst ] sayin ' , if de woman wanted tuh hold ' er 
man ,  she kin take his socks . Take his socks an ' she ' ll boil dose socks an ' dry 
' em .  She ' ll take de watah offa dat lak if she ' s  co okin 1 beans or any kinda meal . 
Well she takes dat an ' she put s  it in dis . Well dis man become - when he eat 
some of dat , he become tuh weaken . Af tah he weaken , well it keeps ' im wit a 
dizzyness in ' is haid all de t ime ,  an ' keep ' im feelin ' lak he cain ' t leave home . 
An ' if he happen tuh leave home an ' try tuh have a contac t wit a woman , well he 
cain ' t .  His private falls . Now dat ' s  a s tory on how a woman kin fix a man on 
1 is own f ilth . 

Now, anothah story bow dis woman kin fix ' im  ag ' in on ' er f ilth . She kin take 
her inf 'mation [ inflammation] roag [ only example of term] .  An ' she takes ' er in
f 'mation roag an ' she puts da t undah de part of de bed where he sleep at . DAT ' LL 
WIT ' DREW STRENGTH OUTA HIS BACK AN '  KEEP ' IS  BACK WEAK AN ' HE WON ' BOTHAH ' ER 
TOO MUCH, havin ' contac t wit ' er ovahnight . She ' s  perhaps one of dose kinda 
women whut chew call a fr eak woman . �� she j is ' got d is man mo s ' ly fo ' con
venience.  She haven ' t  dis man , say , j is '  if  she love ' im .  She keeps ' im weak 
whils t  so she kin have de money tuh be ' sociate wit de kinda people whut she 
' sociated wit , lak whu ' [what] chew call bul l�aggin ' women . 

(Wha t kind of women are tho se? ) 
Dose de kinda women whut lak o thah women .  D ey call d em  freak women . 
Graveyard dirt - [ tha t ' s for] a fellah in havin ' luck in gamblin ' .  Now, dey 

go t three kinda oils dey sell in de druggist . Yo ' kin buy j is '  linseed o il , 
coconut oil an ' o l ive o il - dat ' s  three oil s .  Now,  dey got ano thah thing dey 
sell in de drug sto ' dey call blues tone . D ey takes dat bluestone an ' dey powdah 
it up , beats it up intuh a powdah . Af tah dey beat it intuh de powdah , dey mix 
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i� wit eithah one of dose oil - makes it damp . Dey goes �uh de tp:aveyan! lak if 
dey go t a fun ' ral . Well , dey git some ole dust whut dey done dug fra. de grave , 
from in de bo ttom of de grave . Dey take da t an ' if it ' s d amp. dey dry da� ou� . 
an '  beat it intuh a fine dus t . Dey mix dat [ graveyard du s t , blues�one aad oil = 
3 ingred ient s ]  tuhgethah an ' dey put it in a little sack whut chew call BUll 
Dkrham sacks [ the earliest tobacco mixture for hand-rolled cigaret tes] . Dey �ake 
da� an ' dey put it in d e  Bu ZZ Durham sacks an ' dey ties dat on de  inside of ' ea .  
�. when dey go aroun ' wher e dey ' s shootin '  dice , he ' ll git in de game vi� de 
fellahs wit ' is own dice;  no t no dice whut he freshly buy out of a place [bu�] de 
d ice whut he had been soakin ' in dis  oil , in dis olive oil . Dat makes ' em  he!!y. 
Any point whut he throw out in a shoPt Po Z Z ,  he kin make dat point where de o�hah 
fellah ca in ' t becuz he know how de dice gon ' a  roll . An ' den yo '  cain ' t bea� ' t.  
vi� dat dic e ,  becuz da t ' s whut chew call d e  moojoo bag [ or mojo ] .  Dat bag gon ' a  
produce ' tm  some kinda money evah day . Den he ' s a real gamblah . 

Den he go t cards - he go t a deck of cards dey call stPips. 
Yo ' kin take a per son ' s photograph an ' yo ' kin put it undahneat ' yor e front 

walk where yo ' got ' a  walk ovah . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' kin take some of yore ur ine 
aa '  yo ' ha s de p ichure fac e up in de ground . Yo ' take ur ine an ' yo ' po ' dat in
� d e  face in d e  mout ' of de pichure . Af tah yo ' do dat , if yo '  walk ovah it 
aeven days ,  yo ' take it up . When yo ' take it  up yo ' bend it in fo ' pieces . Yo ' 
kin go den an ' git  chew anythin ' whut f loat s ,  sech as a coconut or t in-can an ' 
throw da t ovah ' bo ' d .  Well , da t ' s  when a woman or a man wan ' s  tuh git rid of each 
o�hah, but it  have tuh be  done on a tintype pichure .  

(That i s  t o  get rid of them? ) 
Dat ' s tuh send ' em  away lak if dey wan ' s tuh disband wit ' out any trouble or 

fight in ' or killin ' each othah . Well , one ou t d e  two kin do dat tuh git rid of 
each othah . An ' throw dat in a stream of watah [Mississippi River ] lak whut ' s 
rannin ' out tuh midsea or runnin ' out tuh de lake [ Lake Pont char train] . Well , 
dat ' ll throw ' im  intuh a tPave Zin ' min ' .  He cain ' t stay dere  wit ' er ,  or she 
cain ' t s tay wit ' im .  Eithah one of de two [ has  to go ] . 

Sho ' [ sure] , dey could run ' em  away easy . Yo ' kin take lak if yo ' wan '  some
body tuh move from nex ' do ' tuh yuh , or wan ' s ' em  tuh go outa de town . If yo ' 
formally [ formerly] ' quainted wit ' em  an ' kin git some of dere clothes , yo ' kin 
take an ' cut a piec� out de sea t of  dere  drawahs . Yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' pu� 
�� intuh a piece of papah ,  an ' yo ' write o n  it  about seven or eight times - wri�e 
•e name of dat person . Yo ' take dat piece of papah an ' yo ' wrap it up wit dat 
... e an ' yo ' bur n it . Yo ' take dat dus t . An ' when yo ' take dat dus t  yo ' go vi� 
�� . an ' if any breeze comin ' along , dat ' ll take de dust away if it ' s pound enough 
��uh a dust . [ If ther e is no breeze] yo ' kin take da t an ' put it in yore ban ' • 
aa' yo ' blow it away up intuh dust , in dat air . An ' when it goes , well d is per
aon whut livin ' next do ' ,  or yore husban ' ,  or somebody whut chew wan ' s �uh g�� 
rid of ou t dat block , dey go away from roun ' dere if yo ' [ he] givin ' ' em  [you] 
trouble or sompin . Well , if dat dust flies wit de wind an ' de wind goes . well 
.. t makes ' em  have tuh go . Dey always be up stirred an ' dey cain ' t  s�ay dere . 
Dey ar e nevah sat isf ied where ' s dey at . 

Well , if a woman goes out tuh de fo ' k  of de road , she have tuh go ear� � de 
.. vnin ' when nob�dy ' s on dis  road , becuz der e ' s so many things da� she do a� 
� fo ' k  of d e  road . Well , she kin go out dere lak in de mawnin ' an' she takes a 
bo��le of urine out dere  - she takes a bo ttle of ' is ur ine . She �ate da� ou� 
�e an 1 she po 1 s some of dat at de fo ' k  of de road evah mawnin 1 • Da� keeps ' im  
..at an ' in a min ' dat he cain ' t  leave dat town - he cain 1 t leave her . Be ca in 1 t i!iS d e  fo ' k  of da t road tuh git out da t town . Dat ' s· if he ' s a .an whu� she ' s 
tryin ' tuh hol '  an ' he ' s  always talkin ' about quittin '-rer .  Yell . da� ' s  whut she 
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kin go tub de fo ' k  of  de road fo ' - wit ' is ur ine tub keep ' im  in town . 
(How of ten does she go out there? ) 
Well , she go out dere nine mawnin ' s .  She goes dere nine mawnin ' s , but she 

don ' have tub go but nine mawnin ' s .  Da t ' s  tub hol '  ' im nine mawnin ' s  out of  
each mont ' . She goes out dere nine mawnin ' s  outa each mont ' .  Aftah de nint ' 
mon ' in de yeah ' s  up , if he ain' t lef ' ,  well he ' s no t gon ' a  leave .  But she have 
tub do dat fo ' nine days outa each mont ' fo ' nine mont ' s .  

Tell yo ' how dey kin do wit de man ' s f ilth offa 1 im , an ' de scrapin ' off ' im, 
an ' some o f  ' is intahco ' se .  Well , she kin take an ' fool wit dis man . She kin 
!!!!. dat rag , de rag whut she wipe ' 1m  wi t . An ' she kin take an ' put dat in a 
secret place an ' she ' ll keep dat an' let it git dry . She ' ll let dat git real 
dry, an ' she ' ll go an ' bury dat otit at de fo ' k  o f  de road j is '  lak she would d o  
d e  ur ine . She kin bury d a t  an ' she kin take his hat - kin take d e  sweat offa de 
band of  dat bat an ' scrape dat wit Ji knife . When she scrapes dat wit a knife , 
she g its dat an ' she put s d� 'ft a bottle of pee , a bottle of ur ine yo ' know . 
An ' she puts dat at de f o 1 �f de road in a cross . She dig a hole an '  she lay 
dat down in dere . Well , she take a piece of papah an ' she wr ite his name on it 
nine t imes . Well , if he ' s  a man lives outA t own An ' she don ' wan ' ' im  tub come 
in dat town, he ' s  got ' a  stay in da direc t ion of de fo ' k  of de road dat entah in 
dere . De ma ' k  [mark] o f  de bo ttle is de  way he is : if he ' s  south, well dat bot
tle is bur ied south . If d e  woman go t a man an ' she know whut par t de world he ' s  
in , an ' don ' wan ' ' im  tub come bothahin ' ' er ,  becuz he perhaps threat tub kill 
' er or sompin , an ' he wuz de fuz of ' er maybe - if he went tub de penitentry 
[ penitentiary] or somp1n lak daL about her . An ' aftah he got out , well she 
wouldn ' t  g ive ' er [ him]  no break an ' he l ef ' town . Well , tub keep ' im  outa de 
town dat ' s  vhut she kin do . Keep da t bo tt;,le pointed at de fo ' k  of de road in de 
direction whut he ' s  out in , anrhQ JtAif11 t come intuh dat town tub bo thah ' er .  

CWhat does she have in that bottle now? ) 
In d is bo ttle she ' ll have ur ine .  She j 1s '  have ur ine an ' scrap in ' s  off  de 

band of ' is hat in dere . Dat ' s  tuh keep ' im away • 
(And this stuff - the othet §tuff she bur ied out there . What did she bury 

that for? )  
Well , she buried dat tub keep die man weak .  She keep ' im weak . A s  long a s  

dat rag i s  1D d e  groun ' , he ca in ' t do anything but stay der e an ' take her always. 
Dat g its ' im  weak - lak dtl sot some kinda men , yo ' see , hangin ' in de house wit 
dere wife .  Dey ctll dem hen-pecked men . Dey cain ' t he ' p  deyself . [ Once aga in 
hoodoo and witchcraft free a per son from i@lf responsib ility ! ]  See ,  dey bury dat 
out at de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' dan d ey eat in ' f ilth from dis  woman . 

Dey kin do sampin wit da t .  Dey kin take de measure of ' is feet .  Git de meas
ure o f  ' is foo t out of  da t .  n a t ' s  lak if a detect ive would git a trail on some
body . Now, a woman could take de tr�tk of ' er husban ' s  foo t an ' take some snail. 
She take some snail an ' she k.in o ut ;f.t in dat track which wa he went . Or dey 
take dat snail an dey boil im up intu a o il .  She kin put dat in ' is track an ' 
dat ' ll turn ' im back . He ' ll come back tub ' er all de time . Well , see , dat drawa 
' im  in ' is feet . De track of dat foo t ,  se�, dat 1 11 inhale it from de groun ' intuh 
' im  regardless tub whe�e he is on dat sand . If he ' s in dat c ity anywher e ,  he ' ll 
come back tub ' er .  Da t ' s  from a snail ,  dat ' s  de •na il dus t . 

Well , a woman kin take a p iece of hair ou t de loc k  [mold? ] of a man haid , da� s 
if she wan ' [ to ]  git rid o f  ' im .  She kin take dat ha ir an ' she 1 11 wrap dat hair 
up in a coconut , an ' she ' ll put da t coconut in some dry plac e where dat coconut 
will ro tten .  Well , when dat coconut ro tten ,  she ' ll take dat ha ir an ' dat cocouut 
an ' she bury dat tuhgethah . Well , when she bury dat tuhgethah , she ' ll bur ies it 
in a ho le wher e she kin go have pas sage in it . She do es dat roun ' about in de 
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.addle par t of d e  night when nobody ' s  aroun ' . She does ' er dirt on dat hole an '  
abe let  all dat dry up . An ' dat f ilth whut she put in der e 1  dat ' ll quite uatcbal 
[natural] will bring a maggot . Well 1 as dat hair done rot intuh dis cocoaut . dat 
�s de maggots  eat it . Well 1 as d em  maggot s  i s  eatin 1 1 dey' ll be eatiD' ' is-

flesh away d e  same as dey ea tin ' da t f ilth an ' dat coconut an ' dat hair . becuz 
dat hair b e  done got rotten an ' dat ' ll cuz ' im  tub go stone crazy . His braiDs 
will rot  on 1 im 1 an ' dey have no cure fo ' 1 im  at all . Dat ' s  whu ' chew kin do 
wit ' is hair . 

(What kind of f ilth does she put in there 1 her water or her passage? )  
No 1  she don ' put it - de coconut 1 she put he pas sage in dat . Dat ' s  tub .ake 

� coconut an ' de hair all rot ten in dis  coconut . 
(She puts something from her self into that hole? ) 
Yes 1  her passage . 
Well 1 dey kin take yore shoe an ' d ey kin take dat shoe an ' d ey cut all d e  in

side linin ' out dat shoe . An ' d ey kin take de shoe an ' dey bury dat shoe . When 
4ey bury d e  shoe d ey kin go tub de drug sto ' an ' dey kin git some eetah ( itch] 

�h� Eetah powdah d ey call it . (This is another example of itah powdeP some
wbere in HOODOO . ]  Well 1 she put dat in a hot par t of  d e  groun ' where d e  sun 
abines - where da t groun ' stays dry . Well 1 dat ' s  when dey wan ' s  tub draw up a 
.an. Dat sun will draw dat up . Dis heah is his perspir in 1 1 his sweat yo ' know1 
aa '  out d e  insid e  o f  d e  shoe linin ' ( that ]  is buried . But as dat dr ies 1 dat 
cazes ' im  tub dry up . He ' ll fall off an ' he ' ll be gittin ' so small 1 dat he ' ll 
F intuh wastin ' away .  He ' ll jis ' waste  r ight away . A s  dat be ' s  dryin ' an ' rot
�in ' an ' d e  sun drawin ' dat 1 he1 ll stay sickly . Well 1 dat ' s  whut a woman would 
do a man dat would wan ' 1 im  insurance money . She do ' s  dat on account of insur
aace 1 lak if she ' s  got - dis man have insured . Well 1 she kin take his shoe linin 
an' bury it 1 an ' he dries up an ' nobody knows whut he died wit . Dat ' s  when dey 
want insurance money . 

[A new black cat luck bone r ite follows : ] 
Well 1 see 1 yo ' kin take de bone of a black cat an ' - dey say yo ' go t ' a  ketch a 

cat dat got ' a  be black but yo ' not supposed tub be d e  one tub kill it . (This is 
a new and rare addition to the black cat bone - see pp . 74-97 1 and many other 
places in HOOD00 1 including a new section on black cat lucky bone in volume 3 or 
4 . ] Yo ' see 1 DE BONE WON ' T  DO YO ' ANY GOOD IF YO ' KILL DE CAT 1 BUT CHEW HAVE TUB 
GIT SOMEBODY ELSE TUH KILL DIS  CAT . Well 1 af tah yo ' kill ( someone else kills ] 
dis cat r ight in de Zoak of his baak.  in ' is shouldah blade - dey got a bone on 
each sid e  of ' is shouldah blade dat ' s  about thr ee inches long an ' it ' s  square on 
each end 1 but yo ' have tub cut it off . An ' af tah yo ' cut it  out 1 yo ' have tuh 
boil it . Well 1 af tah yo ' boil it 1 it becomes white .  

IF YO ' S  DE ONE WAN ' S TUH HAVE DE BONE 1 YO ' D  HAVE TUH GIT ME TUH DO DE WORK. 
Well 1  if yo ' boil dis bone 1 it gits white . Well 1 yo ' take dat bone an' 70 '  

bo '  a hole in each end of it . An ' yo ' take dis bone af tah yo ' bo ' a hole iD each 
ead of it 1 an ' yo ' soaks dis bone in oil tub git it sof t . Well 1 af tah dat bone 
&its sof t 1  da t ' s  if yo ' a man in d e  racket 1  lak breakin ' -in entr ies or caaio ' in 
contact wit d e  law 1 yo ' could take da t bone an ' j is '  weah dat bone in yore pocket. 
An' yo ' kin br eak in anybody ' s  house an ' if d ey shoot at  chew1 well dey cain ' t bit 
�· Yo ' ll b e  sellin ' yo ' self tub de d evil as yo ' weahin ' dat bone an '  carryin ' 
dat bone . 

(What do you bor e  those holes in that bone for ? )  
Well 1 yo ' bo ' dose holes in d e  bone fo ' tub po ' dis oil in i t .  
( I s  that any special oil that you use? ) 
Well 1 any kinda oil will keep it damp 1 j is '  lak it wuz flesh or ' live in d e  

cat . Yo ' got ' a  keep dat bone soakin ' . Af tah yo ' keep i t  soften up , why yo '  kin 
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work wit it , if yo ' in dat plungin ' racket or breakin ' an ' enterin ' . Why yo ' kin 
git by de people . Yo ' kin take dat an ' wherevah yo ' is wit da t bone on yo ' ,  why 
yo ' kin go intuh de house .  

D e  bone is no good af tah seven yeahs . Yo ' have tuh git yo ' anothah one af tah 
seven yeahs . At de end of de seven yeahs if yo ' may go tuh do sompin ,  workin ' on 
dat same • • • •  

Dey kin take f ingahnail cl ippin ' s offa man ,  lak if he ' s  let off ' is fingah
nails , an ' she kin take dat scrapin ' offa de bottom of ' is foot . An ' she kin 
take dat bot tom scrapin '  offa his feet an ' ' is fingahnails , an ' she kin take dat 
an ' put it in ' is food an ' he kin eat dat . Well , he ' ll become tuh git nervous 
an ' lak tuh drink . She kin run ' im intuh a drunkard tuh keep ' im away from de 
house , becuz she may be one of dose kinda woman dat fool wit fo ' or five diff ' ren' 
men , an ' dat keeps ' tm [away from her ] . 

Dey kin take de man ' s  lef ' sock offa his foot , an ' ole sock , an ' let ' im sleep 
wit dat undabneat ' of ' is haid . Well , he ' d  be weak tuh one side of de bed all de 
time an ' he won' t nevah try tuh cross ovah dat woman . Well , see , dat gives ' er a 
Chance tuh cross ovah ' tm, an ' keeps ' im  weak fo 1 dat side of de bed so she kin 
cross ' tm all de ttme . AN '  WHEN A WOMAN CROSSES A MAN IN DE BED WHY SHE TAKES 
' IS STRENGTH. Well , af tah she takes ' is strength, well he be ' s  weak all de time 
tuh ' er ,  an ' he cain ' t  do nuthin nowheres he go but right dere at dat woman , be
cuz he ' s  sleepin ' ovah ' is filth an ' ' er f ilth , in ' er stockin ' an ' ' is sock . 
She got it tied up in a kno t .  Some of ' em  puts it , cuts de mattress - cut de 
mat tress an1 sew it up in der e ,  but sew it up in dere on de side of de bed where 
he layin ' at . As long as he go t ' er stockin ' tied aroun ' ' is sock , well dat 
keeps ' tm tied tuh ' er . 

Dey kin lock yore  bowels up . Dey kin take potatoes . Dey kin take dem pota
toes an ' dey kin soak do se potatoes in pee . An ' dey cook da t potatoes up wit 
some kinda meat . If dey cook ' em  wit de peelin ' s  an ' all on ' em ,  so de strength 
wouldn1 t be ' s  in de peelin ' s - see , de strength don ' go in de potatoes . It goes 
in de peelin ' s .  Well , af tah dey ' d  git dat cooked up , dey kin feed a person wit 
dat lak dey neighbah or dey husban ' ,  or anybody , but dey won '  eat none of dis 
stuff . Well , dis stuf f when it git  down in ' em, it don ' go intuh de pit of yore 
stumic . It goes r ight in yore bowels an ' it tighten yore bowels up - it locks 
yore bowels .  

[Missing here is p . 25 of the transcription , already published as No . ll36 , 
p . 420 ;  not 2880 : 4  as in present publi shed text . ]  

Dey kin take a l i ' le piece of wood an ' cut it up as a coffin an ' de daid man 
lak if somebody whut dey don ' lak an ' dey wan ' s  tuh git rid of  dose people , dey 
will try tuh git some of dere blood . Lak sometime a man would happen tuh shave 
at home - j is '  any kinda blood , j is '  a li ' le bit offa his face on de towel , j is ' 
as long as it ' is blood . Dey kin take dat an ' dey kin put it intuh dis coffin 
an ' dey kin take dat out dere tuh de graveyard .  Well , when dey take dat tuh de 
graveyard , dey buries dat . Af tah dey buries dat li ' le coffin an ' as dis man 
blood in dere,  it won ' be long befo ' he ' ll be dere , becuz as dat blood gits dry 
in dere  an ' dat li ' le thing rottens , dat li ' le dead man in dat li ' le coffin rot
tens . Well , maybe , it might be one yeah or it might be a yeah an ' a half , but 
when da t git rotten he begins tuh git rotten .  He draws up an ' dry up an ' he 
perhaps drop da id , becuz it dr ies all ' is blood up . 

(What is in that little box?  That little dead man you say? ) 
No , not de dead man , dis man ' s  name an ' ' is blood . De name on dis piece of 

papah , bury it in dere . An ' dey covah da t ovah an ' evah Monday fo ' ' bout twice 
or three times a yeah ,  dey goes out tuh de grave an ' dey put s  two match [ es ]  
across dat an ' dey sticks two straight down . Well , da t ' s  j is '  ' cuz ' is grave 
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would be dere an ' hit barricaded in . Hit won '  be long befo ' be1 1l be dere . He' ll 
be dere , come dere when dey do dat . 

(They put two match s t icks down, like [ I  demonstrate headboard aad foo�board] ?  
And two down there? ) 

An ' two down across . Dat ' s  fo ' [ four ] match st icks . 
(One at the head and one at  the foo t and then two across in the c�er of �be 

grave . )  
Well , den dere [ they are ]  live [matches ] supposed tuh be burnin ' oa dere 

[ their ] life as dey livin ' . Dat ' s  de way dey do  wit de matches stick, becaz D6% 
SUPPOSED TUH BE DE LIGHT IN ' IS [DEATH] WAKE . Dey wan ' ' im tuh d ie r igh� ... y. 
Dey light dose matches an ' burn ' em. In [ a t ]  de grave dey lights ' em , af� d!Y 
put [mock coff in] in de groun ' . Dey are stuck up an ' dey lit , an ' den dey paahed 
down in dere [ ground ] an ' den dey covah up af tah . Dey are put down wit dua� .  
Dey put s de light out wit de graveyard dust , lak dat . Dey fold it ovah au1 dey 
put dat out . Den dey bury dat out an ' d ey stomp ovah dat about three ttmes vi� 
dey foo t ,  an ' dey bury d em  down t o  d e  groun ' . I f  he ' s  in town o r  i f  she wan� gi� 
rid of ' im .  

Yo ' kin git some luck on a j ob - kin go tuh a drug sto ' an ' yo ' kin g it chev 
same van- lou oil . Dey got ano thah dust dey sell down dere dey call � [ before] 
co 'tin ' dUst [befoPe aourt dust ] . Well ,  dat ' s  a dust yo ' kin mix up in a sack 
an '  yo ' kin sprinkle dat roun ' . 

If a man done kilt somebody an ' dey wan ' s  tuh make him come back, well dey 
kin go an1 g it a beef tongue . Dey kin git a beef tongue an 1 dey kin stick nine 
needles in d is beef tongue . An ' dey hang dat in de sun where dat kin dry out . 
Vell , when dat beef tongue starts tuh dryin ' out , dis man be ' s  tPiakin ' ' imself 
all de t ime ,  wheresomevah he is , becuz he cain ' t fo ' git about dat dere . An ' dat 
keeps ' im worried an ' dat keeps ' im  talkin ' about it . Well , as he be talkin' 
about it , well somebody will take him up an ' perhaps git in contac t wit de law, 
an' have ' im ' rested in dat c ity an ' sent back . As dat tongue git dry dat ' ll 
.. ke ' im talk an ' tell people whut he did , an ' keep ' im  worried about it . As dat 
beef tongue dries , dat worries ' im .  He wan ' s tuh come back . He don ' care some
time if he git hung , but dat makes ' im be undah de impression of de dead man . 
It ' s worryin ' ' im . But it don ' be de daid man dat worryin ' ' im , it be dat beef 
tongue wit de nine needles an ' ' is name on it . 

Well , dey got SOME CASES dat goes IN CO ' T ,  lak IF A MAN I S  ' RESTED AN '  ' IS 
OLE MOTHAH ' S  A HOODOO , dat knows a lo t ' a  dope how tuh go an ' talk tuh de judge . 
Vell , she kin take an ' f ind out de j udge ' s  name f irs ' befo ' she goes to de co ' t .  
She wan ' s  tuh know whut j udge gon ' a  trial ' er son , or whut j udge gon ' a  trial ' er  
cousin . Well , she f irs ' wan ' s  tuh git ' is name . Well , af tah she git ' is aa.e, 
she take an ' go in de marke t an ' she gits a steak . She takes de steak au ' abe 
cuts de steak up . She takes de j udge ' s  name nine t imes an ' stew dat up tabletbah 
au ' make it sompin lak meatballs .  Well , she kin eat dat ' er ownself an '  da�' • 
wbu '  chew call eatin ' 'im up. [ This is a rare case of symbolical autbr� 
in hoodoo . ]  He ' ll be speechless an ' cain ' t talk or give def inite faka [facta] . 
Perhaps some of  ' em  dey cain ' t go on de stan ' , dey gits a-chokin ' - dat &i.e' s  
' em  a-chokin ' in dey throat . Well , dat ' ll throw a mis trial , or dis ... will &it 
discharged wit ' out a hear in ' . If de trial had tuh go on dat day , ve11 i� be dis
charged wit ' out a date fo ' mis trial . Well , dat ' s  if she f irs ' wan' s tab do - git 
de j udge ' s  name an ' f in '  out whah [where]  he lives at , an '  abe kiD t'!ll e · � up 
befo ' he leaves home . 

[ In here come pages 34 , 35 , 36 , 37 and 38 of the origiaal �r&DSCrip�iaD, con
taining 4 rites already printed as follows : (1 )  E56 : 4 � 2889 : 4 ,  BBB 10 . 2706 , 
p . 738 ;  ( 2 )  E56 : 5  • 2889 : 5 , see No . 27 94 ,  p . 801 ; ( 3 )  E56 : 6  • 2889 : 6, BBB Bo . 3000, 
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p . 865 ; (4 )  E56 : 7  = 288 9 : 7 ,  see No . 3054 , p . 88 0 ; and possibly ano ther rite discarded 
or as yet unprinted . ]  

Dey kin take a toad[Pog an ' have yo ' so ragged dat chew cain ' t do nuthin. Dey 
kin take da t toadfPog an' dey kin cook ' im .  When dey cook ' im,  dey kin take ' im  
an ' cut ' im up in three or fo ' diff ' ren ' pieces . An ' dey take ' im  an ' kin put 
da t frog intuh a man ' s  s t ew.  Let da t man eat  da t frog an ' he cain ' t stay well 
dressed or he cain ' t keep no money . Evah nickel he gits he ' ll go an ' lose  i t ,  
o r  he ' ll always be doin ' sompin else , i f  dis woman wan ' a keep ' im  ragged . A 
woman kin do a man dat whut done quit ' er .  

Well , yo ' kin take a fish , yo ' kin take an ' bleed ' is tail . Yo ' kin git  ' is 
blood lak if yo ' wan ' a  s�a person from drinkin ' .  Well yo ' kin drink a fish ' s  
blood . An '  yo ' kin put dat fish blood intuh whutsomevah - dis person yo ' wan ' a  
s top drinkin ' - whutsoevah dey drink .  Well yo ' take dat fish blood an ' yo ' kin 
put it intuh dat wine or whiskey or beer or whutsomevah dem people drink, an ' dey 
won ' t nevah take ano thah drop of no kinda whiskey . 

(What kind of a f ish do you use? ) 
Naw, yo ' uses a fish dey call de red snappah . Yo ' kin take him becuz he have 

plenty blood in ' is tail , but de rest of de fish don ' have much blood . But dey 
kin j is '  git free blood outa ' im when dey split ' is tail . 

Kin take a lemon an ' make de hair fall out chure haid . Dey kin take a lemon 
an ' dey kin take some snails . Dey kin take dat snail in lard an ' dey take dat 
lemon. An '  dey take de j uice out dis lemon an ' dey mix dat wit dis snail , an ' 
lak if a nickel bottle of vaseline , an ' dey kin mix dat lemon an ' dat snail up 
tuhgethah . Dey take dis lemon - well yo ' think it ' s  lemon lo tion or sompin. 
Well dey kin take dat an ' give it tuh some woman whut dey don ' t lak whut ' s  always 
borrahin [borrowing ] dere comb or askin ' ' em fo ' a li ' le grease , if she ' s  a fas
cinatin '  woman an '  dey don ' lak ' er .  Well , dey kin take dat snail an ' dat lemon 
j uice an ' make all de hair fall offa dere haid - all roun ' dere haid . It ' ll 
take de hair out gradj ' ly [ gradually ] . But she ' ll firs ' fin ' ' erself - she ' ll 
be bal ' -haided . 

Well , dey kin take a dog an ' take some of a dog ' s  hair . Af tah dey take his 
hair , dey kin bury dis hair intuh de groun ' an ' dey j is '  tell dere ole man,  if 
de ole man say, "Well , where ' s mah socks at or where ' s mah shirt? " Say 1 "Aw, de 
dog e t  it  up . "  

Well , dis man will nevah kill dis dog or nuthin. Dat ' s  lak if she ' s  go t mens 
whut she ' s  givin' dis man ' s  clothes tuh . De dog is bettah fren ' tuh ' im  den de 
woman is . Well , dat ' s  why she kin take de dog ' s  hair an ' bury dat hair an ' keep 
dis man always calm an ' nice wit ' er an ' when she give away his clo thes . 

[Page 44 of original transcription is missing here . It may have been reduced 
to a foo tnote or turn up later . ]  

A woman does it fo ' weakness of a man . Wal ,  she kin take some beans an ' soak 
it  in urine - any kinda beans , red beans or white beans . She kin soak dem in ' er 
urine . She kin take some of ' er passin ' an ' put it intuh dis [ cooking ] po t .  She 
puts dis  intuh de po t an ' anothah woman fren ' of  hern will come in an ' she ' ll 
tell ' er .  

TWICE I SOUGHT DOCTOR "DOG HFAD" ON A PUBLIC DUMP 

IT 'S A OLE MAN NAMED "DOG HEAD " • • •  
LIVED DOWN HEAH ON DE DUMP PILE 

WE GOT NEAH ' BOUT DERE AN ' DE DOGS 
LOOKED LIKE DEY WOULD GO CRAZY BARKIN ' • • •  
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SO WHEN AH 'D GONE ON IN 
LOOKED LIKE DE VHITE PEOPLE AN ' 

COLORED PEOPLE BOARDIN ' DERE AN ' HE SAY 
"YO 'ALL HAVE TO SIT DOWN AN ' WAIT A FEW MINUTES" • • •  

JIB ' LIKE AH 'M SA YIN ' TO YO ' NOW 

NEWPORT NEWS , VIRG INIA 

2269 

[My contact man,  Carter , and I did not f ind DoatoP "Dog Head" on a publ.ic � 
at the edge of Newport News , but we saw his square shack, 10 feet by 10 , �th 
shed roof , and everything covered with flattened-out pieces of tin from the da.p . 
There was one curtained window which hid the inside . But the two or more dogs 
within kept up a constant barking contest , the barking described later by my iD
formant . Nor did we meet informant ' s  crowd of patients waiting : Looked like de 
vhite an ' aolored people boardin ' dere . But our visits in 19 37 were more than 13 
years later than hers . If informant is accurate about the death of DoatoP 11Dog 
Head" , then the man we sought was ·his successor . Why was he called Dog Head? 
Perhaps his forehead retreated and chin protruded . Surely his appearance must 
have been somewhat odd (see margin t itle DOCTOR : PERSONAL APPEARANCE , p . 2 94 ) . I 
also mention DOG HEAD on p . 294 , line 9 ;  and in INTRO . to volume 1 ,  p . XXIX , par . 2 .  
In the la tter I also ref er to a man living on a dump in Peter sburg , Va . ,  who 
looked like a cat . He appears in margin t itle CRYSTAL BALL , pp . l7 2-178 , one of 
the best stories in HOODOO . This mater ial wa s given by informant 4 8 0  on cylinders 
501 : 1-502 : 9 . ] 

Ah 'magine so mahself now . Ah don ' t know dat ' s  real . He [ her husband ] took 
some of mah hair an ' some of mah monthlies , an ' he put it  in a invelope [ enve
lope ]  - no , he f irs ' put it in a cloth an ' wrapped it up real closely . 

Ah used to go to de show evah night . Evah night he said to me , he said , "Whut 
choo keep on goin ' to shows so much? " 

Ah says , "Well , ah vork durin ' de day , "  ah says , "an ' [ a t ]  night , "  ah says , 
" if mah vhite folks g ive me money to go to shows vit it on , do anythin ' ah please 
vit it , "  ah says , "an ' I go to shows . "  

He say , "Yo ' mus ' b e  goin ' out to see some man anothah . "  He said , "Aw vell , "  
he sa id , "dat ' s  all r ight . "  An ' he went o n  [ s tar ted to leave ] . 

Ah said , "Whu ' choo mean dat '  s all right . "  An ' he didn ' t  say any mo ' .  
An ' af tah while ah got so ah go to vork [work] , ah didn ' t want to verk. [All 

along the coastal lowlands there is a tendency , especially in the Carolinas . to 
pronounce the letter w as v .  This tendency is not always cons istent . Infor.ant 
probably came from farther south . ] 

Dr . R .  says to me , "Lizab eth , whut ' s  de mattah wit j oo . "  He say. 11Yo ' uae4 
to be very smart an ' dus tin ' [ industrious ] roun ' de house . "  He say. "Yo '  aot ao 
now yo ' don ' t cair [ care ]  weah [whether ] yo ' verk er [ or ]  not . "  

Ah say , "Ah don ' know whut ' s de mattah wit me , Doctah R .  Ah don ' t  feel like 
ah been always f eelin ' . "  

Well , anyhow , ah go ' long an ' f in ' ly me an ' ' is vif e [wife] �e to co.bat 
words togethah . So ah say , "Ah tell yo ' wha ' choo do Miz R . . .. ah say. "yo ' give 
me mah money an ' let me go home . "  

She said , "Lizabeth , ah hate to part from yo ' . " She say. "Ah bate to part 
from yo ' .  Yo ' b een wit me evah since ah f irs ' got married . but ah don' t undah
stan ' j oo . " 



2270  - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

Ah said , "All yo ' do , pay me off . "  Well she paid me . 
Ah went to my girl frien ' . Ah said , "Do yo ' know dere ' s  somep in wrong wit 

me , but ah don ' t zackly know whut it is . ' ' 
She said , " Come on go wit me . "  
Ah say , "Where yo ' goin ' cair [ carry ] me? "  
She say , " Dat ' s  all right , ah ' m  goin ' cair yuh somewheah . "  She says , "He ' ll 

come purt ' [ pretty] neah tellin ' yuh whut yore trouble . "  An ' ah goin '  on vit ' er.  
It ' s  a ole man named DOG HEAD . Called ' im DOG HEAD - dat ' s  all ah know. 

L ived down heah on de dump pile .  We got neah ' bout dere an ' de dogs looked like 
dey would go crazy, barkin ' . 

Ah says , "Whut: is all dem dogs barkin ' like dat fo ' ? " 
She said ,  "Vhen anybody ' s  comin ' , anyone gittin '  close tuh dis house , "  she 

said , "dey bark like dat . "  
Ah say , "Whoevah heah ' d  talk of such . " 
So when ah ' d gone on in , looked like de white people an ' colored p eop�e board

in ' dere [ t:here were so many of them ] . An ' he say , "Yo ' all have to sit down an ' 
wait a few minut:es . "  We tole [ said ] all right . We set down . 

So aft:ah evahbody wus goin ' an ' comin ' - dey come by turn, rathah - he said to 
�· j is ' like ah 'm sayin ' to yo ' now, he said , "Lizbeth . "  

Ah says , "Suh . " 
He say, "Yore husban ' go t choo down , "  he say , "yo ' can ' t  hol ' [ hold ] no j ob . "  
Ah say, 11Got: me down how? " ' Cuz ah always a person, ah didn ' t believe in nu 

nuthin [didn' t: believe in tricking and witchcraf t ] . 
He siy, "He got: j or e hair an ' j ore monthly , " he say, " in a invelope , "  he says , 

" rolled j is '  like dis . "  [He evidently showed her an empty envelope rolled up 
lengthwise - rolled to him, this rolled something belonging to the person to be 
held or brought: back . ] He sayed , "De nex ' time he come in de house drunk, " he 
say , "yo ' go in de linin ' of ' is coattail , an ' yo ' ll f in '  dis . "  Ah didn ' t wanta 
believe de man. Dat ' s  de God ' s  truth ! 

Ah went on home an ' ah had de lock fixed so evahone [ could hear him] . Dat 
night when he com.e in drunk, he said , "Open de do ' . " Ah say "Betchur [ bet you 
are] drunk. " He didn ' t say anothah word . Sure ' nuff he wus drunk . Ah got up 
an ' open de do ' . It wus aroun ' twelve a ' clock.  He said , "Pull off mah shoes an ' 
let me lay down, " he says , "ah don ' t feel good tonight . "  Ah said , "Whut is de 
trouble , it ' s  nuthin but liquor . "  "Aw, " he said , beginnin ' to pull ' is shoes 
off , " let me get: mah clothes off an ' git to baid . "  He got in de baid an ' he 
went to sleep ah believe in five minutes aftah he git in de baid . 

An ' ah goes an' gits dat coat whut he had on an ' sure ' nuff , an ' ah ' d  ' zamined 
it all de way roun' her e ,  an ' ah got a little way of it , I got a li ' le way ' is 
coat in b ack, sure ' nuff wus a li ' le [ little]  [ package ]  ' bout dat long , dat de 
invelope wus in . Ah go t it . "Lord , "  ah said , "who ' d  uh taught [ thought ] he ' d  
do me like dis ? "  

Ah vent de nex ' night tuh d e  ole man [DOG FACE]  j is ' about d i s  garment . Ah 
got Julia [ her girl friend] an ' she vent vit me back der e .  

H e  say , "Well ,  yo ' found i t  didn ' t chub ? "  
Ah said , "Yes . "  
He said , "Well , now, dat convincin ' to yo ' . " He said , "From now on aftah , 

yo ' ll always notice aroun ' yo ' self . Don ' t let nobody git so clo se to yuh . Dey ' ll 
put choo in no trouble . " 

Ah said , "But ah wouldn ' t  think mah husban ' would do me like dat . "  
He said , "Ah , Lord ! Dere ' s  a whole lot now yo ' don ' t know. "  He said , "Ah ' m  

goin ' put yo ' wise though . "  But he die befo ' he evah , yo ' know, tole me anythina 
to do me any good . 
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So ah got it [ the rolled up envelope containing her blood ] . An '  be �k [�k] 
it an ' he opened it 1 an ' he tuck somepin outa a bottle - whut it wus be usiD1 1 ah 
don ' t  know . He sprinkle it on da t piece [ of cloth of paper ] . 

He says , "Now, yo ' go back home an ' fix ' is suppah tomorrah evenin ' . "  He say 
"Yo ' put dat undahneat '  of  ' is plate . " H e  sayed 1 "De f irs ' thin ' he do  when he 
turn ' is plate up 1 see , he gon ' a  hallah [ =  ho l l el']  an ' ast yo ' ,  "Whut in de worl ' 
is dis ? " He say , "Yo ' tell ' im to ast his self a ques tion . " Ah say , "Whut would 
dat do? " He sayed 1 "Yo ' do like ah tell yo ' . " 

So ah went an ' did like he tole me to do . Ah fixed de table an ' put some to 
eat on it . So when he come he washed ' is face an ' han ' s an ' saht right down at 
en '  of table whur dat plate wus . He tuck de plate up an ' he nevah look in de 
iDvelope . He sayed 1 "Whut is dis undahneat '  mah plate? " Ah says , "Dat whut ah 
fb fer yore suppah . II He says I "Ah don I t  want no damn suppah . II Ah says I "Well , 
its up to yo ' . " Ah say , " It  cooked her e , " I says , "if yo ' don ' t wan ' it 1 dat ' s  
ap to yo ' • " I said [ to myself ] 1 well , ah ' m  gon ' a let it stay 1 cuz if he [ doatol' ] 
didn ' t tell me to move it [ I  won ' t move it ] . 

So he sayed 1 when he come back , he sayed 1 "Dis damn house ain ' t right . " Ah 
sayed 1 "Whut yo ' mean de house ain ' t right? " He say , "Somebody mus ta done some
pin to dis house . " He sayed 1 "Ah ' m  gon ' a  move from heah . " Ah sayed 1 "Go any
wbur yo ' wanta . " So he pulled up an ' he moved from dis house an ' he moved out 
in de East en ' 1 some place on X Street . I sayed 1 "All right . " He run hot an ' 
gon ' a j ump on me an ' beat me . 

Ah come on uptown an ' stayed at Dr . R ' s house .  Dr . R .  says , "Ah knowed dere 
vus somepin troublin ' Lizbet 1 1  but whut it all is  about , ah don ' t  know . " Ah say, 
"Vell 1 some day ah ' ll tell yo ' j is '  whut ah learned about de man , " ah sayed 1 "but 
ah won ' t tell yo ' now . " He says , "Is yo ' worried yet about da t .  Mah wife misses 
yo ' , " he says , "she hates fer yo ' to leave . " He sayed 1 "Yo ' know yo ' got a home 
vit us as long as we live . " Ah sayed 1 "Ah know dat 1 Dr . R . " 

So all right . Couple-a weeks longah 1 he gone back [ to me] an ' he done de same 
thing back to me again . Yes , he did . An ' dere wus a ole lady here den from 
Georgia . She lived on 23rd Street in de 400 block . Ah ' d  gone to huh becuz ole 
-n DOG HEAD wus dead . 
-She sayed 1 "Mah chile , " she sayed 1 "Yo ' j es '  as well git rid of dat man , " she 
say , "Cuz he always gon ' a  keep yo ' tied up . " She say , "He don ' wan '  choo 1 he 
cion ' want nobody to have yo ' . " 

Ah sayed 1 "Whut dat mean? " 
She say 1 "He j is ' think yo ' a nice look in ' woman 1 " she sayed 1 "an ' he j is ' 

don ' t  want nobody else to take up no time wid j oo . " [ This part icular piece of 
flattery for women is common from doatol'B . ]  An ' she sayed 1 "He j is '  gon ' a keep 
on plannin ' an ' plannin ' , " she say , "presentl y  yo ' ll die . " She sayed 1 "De thing 
fer yo ' to do , " she say , "is bring me his shoes an ' let me send ' im away fr� 
bere . " 
�h carried out ' is shoes an ' she put somepin in ' is shoes . God knows , ah 
don ' t  know ! Ah kin go r ight to de house today an ' get de shoes . She put somepin 
iD dose shoes an ' tole me to set dem wit de toes goin ' from de do ' .  Ah went dere 
an '  s tar ted vit de toes goin '  from de do ' ,  an ' ah haven ' t  even seen ' t.  fr� dat 
clay to dis one . 

(You haven ' t  seen him s inc e? ) 
Ah haven ' t  seen ' im .  
(Well , how did you set them in the door? ) 
Now, dis is de heel heah [ d emonstrates ] .  Set de heel heah to de back of de 

do ' 1 see ,  an ' de toe goin ' ' way from de do ' .  An ' ah did it . Ah did it dat night. 
Did it dat night while he wus gone away . An ' when he come back de nex ' day , ah ' d  
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gone to mah work.  An ' when ah come back, he done packed ' is suitcase an ' wus 
gone . 

(Had gone ! Well couldn ' t  he see that shoe? ) 
No , ah ' d  dig a hole an ' sot [ set ] ' em down in it an ' dey right dere in de 

dir t today ! 
(Oh ! Covered them up . )  
Ah covahed ' em  up - packed dir t on ' em  an ' covahed ' em up . An ' he went o f f . 

Ah done dat like tonight an ' de nex ' day he worked . De nex ' day ah ' d  gone on to 
work, too , an ' when ah come back he wus gone - packed ' is suitcase an ' gone . 

[Here at the end o f  this rite I have a contemporary note of mine about the ole 
lady : "They ran the old lady out of town 13 years ago" (about 19 2 4 ) . ]  

THIS SKELETON WAS NOT IN A CLOSET BUT NEAR A WELL 

"DAD, Wlilf '  CHEW GO TUH DE SWAMP FO ' LIKE DAT IN DE EVEN IN ' • • •  " 
HE SAY, "DAT 'S NINE "ROOTS" AH GOES GIT • • •  " 

AH SAY, "WHU ' CHEW GON 'A G IT DAT FO ' ? "  
AN '  HE SAY, "WELL DAT ' S  TUH KEEP EVIL FROM MAH HOUSE" 

AN '  HE SAY, "NOW YO ' GOIN ' [ GO  AND ]  WOK BY DE OLE WELL • • •  " 
YO ' [THE AUTHOR ] IS DE FUS ' [FIRST] MAN AH 'M TELLIN ' IT TUH • • •  

AN ' HE BEEN DAID NINE YEAHS • • •  
HE SAY, "YO ' LOOK BY DE OLE WELL, DE OLE GRAN 'MAH 'S WELL • • •  

YO ' GOIN ' TUH SEE A PIECE OF IRON DERE • • •  
DIS A MAN WHEN AH WUZ TWENTY-ONE YEAHS OLE 
DAT AH AST 'IM AN ' AST 'IM TUH STAY AWAY • • •  

DAT BEFO ' AH MARRIED YORE MOTHAH 
BY DAT PIECE OF IRON, DAT 'S WHERE HE IS AT 

AH DON ' KNOW DE NAME OF DAT SNAKE 
BUT IT ' S A WNG RED-BELLIED SNAKE • • •  
HE CAN 'T POISON YO ' FROM DE HAID 

HE POISON FROM 'IS TAIL 
WELL HE GIT IN DE TREES 

AN ' KILL TREES WIT 'IS TAIL • • •  
HE 'LL STAN ' UP ON 'IS HAID 

AN ' HE 'LL WHIP DAT TREE WIT 'IS TAIL 

NEW ORLEANS , LOU ISIANA 

[ Besides the nine-roots  protection rite in the f ir s t  title quotation,  inform
ant 856 gives us two unusual snake stories , and a remarkable cure I shall later 
illustrate by a per sonal memory . I must  also warn any general reader , who may 
accidentally stumble upon HOODOO , no t to  accep t the skeleton-near-the-well story 
as true family history . It may b e ,  but the possib ility of  its being a folktale 
always exists . A folktale expert will eventually tell us whether there are par
allels . One thing is certain, informant did not make up the theme . His material 
was recorded on cylinder s 13 53 : 1-1363 : 1 . ]  

If  yo ' git  in trouble an ' yo ' are arrested an ' lak dat ,  yo ' put yore undah
suit - listen good - on but turn it inside out . Put de drawahs on wrong s ide out 
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an' yore undahsuit de  same way .  Take an ' put yore Bible in a - a ..all one - in 
yore pocket an ' go on tuh co ' t . De j ury will decide not guilty. 

Well , dey could even take a black hen egg , an ' if dey know yore ua.e ,  dey ' ll 
ma ' k  [mark ]  yore name nine t imes fo ' ward on dat black hen egg an' nine �s 
� an '  cros s it . An ' p itch it across yore house backwards ,  an ' don' lDak haek 
at  it . Well yo ' won ' b e  in dat house undah nine days . 

(Now, j ust a moment , here ' s  your hen egg . You write the name nine �t.es for
wards , then you write it nine times backwards right over it . And then wbeD JUO 
get to the house , you throw that over your shoulder over the house . )  

Yes , s ir ,  an ' don ' look back at it . 
(That makes you move . )  
J is ' befo ' , if yo ' evah lived in dat house,  j is '  befo ' yo ' lived in dat house, 

yo ' would take a needle wit some of yore receip ts  yo ' have . 
(From the landlord? ) 
His writin ' , an ' yo ' would cross [ 2  needles ] in de lef ' cornah of dat house. 

Aftah crossin ' in de lef ' cornah of da t house wit two needles , an ' befo ' he ren� 
dat house ag ' in ,  he will have tuh renew it . 

(Renew the wha t ? ) 
Renew de house , refurnish [ utilities ] de house an ' repaint it . 
(But what do you do with the paper , those receip ts ? ) 
He take dis one an ' he put it in de roof of de house in de lef ' cornah , an' 

he take de rest of dem ,  not de res ' , but nine of dem an ' he ' ll fold some lak dis 
[demonstrates ] .  He ' ll fold some lak dis [ leng thwise ] an ' some lak dis [ width
vise] an ' some eithah way . Nine papahs . Aftah he complete nine p apahs , he ' ll 
put ' em undahneat ' de foot of de steps , an ' evahone comin ' to dat house ,  dey ' ll 
look at it [ house] , dey ' ll think about de house , but still dey can ' t make up dere 
aind tuh go tuh de landlord tuh git de house . 

Yo ' j is '  cross dem needles on one sheet of dis landlord ' s  papah [ r eceip t ] . 
An ' de nex ' papahs , yo ' ll cros s nine of dem undahneat '  de step s . An ' quite 
natchel [ natural ] when yo ' goes intuh a house ,  well yo ' mus ' always go through 
de front do ' . An ' whensomevah yo 1 move out of it , out of dis an ' yo ' don ' in
�end fo ' tuh go back in dis house any mo ' ,  instead of yo ' goin ' fo ' ward out of 
dat do ' ,  yo ' walk backwards . An ' den dey won ' have any mo ' trouble wit yo ' of 
rentin ' dat house from dem anymo ' ,  an ' d ey couldn ' t  rent it tuh nobody else befo ' 
dey repaint it . 

Ah ' ll tell yo ' lak dis . Jis ' lak if someone is tryin ' tuh lay off in de dark 
or somep in an ' shoot yo ' . Probably yo ' may know who it is . If yo ' even know 
dere name , yo ' mus ' git chew some kangee powdah . 

(Do you know how to spell it? ) 
No , sir . Mah daddy wuz tellin ' me ' bout dis . Yo ' git chew some �ee powdah 

an '  yo ' sprinkle it j is '  where he ' ll have tuh pass . No othah p lace bu� wbere ,a ' 
kaow he got tuh pass . An ' whenevah he passes der e ,  goin ' lak dis , he 'll be � 
in '  ' bout what he have tuh do tuh yo ' .  He ' ll come back an ' while CDaiD' back �  
fo ' he wuz makin ' up ' is min ' tuh do yo ' somepin, yo ' see , he ' ll ea.e an '  �ell 
,a ' . He ' ll tell yo ' ,  "Yo ' done me wrong an ' ah had it in mah min' tab. kill ,a ' , 
ba� ah can ' t do it . " He ' ll say , "God won ' let me . " Well , dat is de -7 he ' ll  
aet tuh yo ' but h e  can ' t .  

[ I evidently ask for descrip tion of Kangee powdel' . ]  
Brown powdah wit lumps in it . Yo ' kin git it from de Crac:kerjack Draa S�o' -

rmtgee. 
Yo 1 11 have tuh know ' is name . Da t '  s becuz yo ' 11 have tub pat dl.ll po!!!ah in 

let�hs, see . J is ' lak yo ' sprinkle it down , yo ' got ' a  write de u..e 1D dat pow
�. see . An ' whensomevah he pass ovah dis , lak he is paas1D1 avail frca here on 
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down . An ' dat ' ll go through ' im  when he pass through dat . Jis ' lak he pass 
through it ' is name . Jis ' lak he ' d  call mah name , ah kin heah it  goin ' through , 
from de haid tuh de bot tom o f  de foot . 

Ah had a woman once tried tuh bring me tuh dat cross . Ah don ' know if it ' s  
true , but she took a plait of hair from here [demonstrates ] . 

(The top of  your head . )  
--

Yes , sir . It wuz nine of them. She took nine stran ' s an ' she buried it , an ' 
evah mawnin ' she used tuh go tuh dat fork. When she goes tuh dat fork ah watches 
' er one mawnin ' tuh see whut make she goes lak dat . When she go out dere evah 
mawnin ' she wet dat wi t watah, wit ' er urinate . So ah ast mah daddy whut wuz dat 
fo ' .  An ' he tol ' me dat she had me buried an ' tied up , so . ah couldn ' t  use nobody 
but ' er .  An '  i f  ah could git  dat an ' make her loose i t ,  dat ah would be a free 
man ag ' in. So af tah ah got it , well dat ' s  whut make ah ' m  whut ah am r ight now . 

Well , if ah would git yore pho tograph an ' care tuh do yo ' anythin ' wit i t ,  ah 
write yore name in dat pho tograph.  Ah take two black hen egg s . 

( Suppose we s tart over again . Oh ,  all right , go right ahead . )  
Jis ' lak if ah would take yore pho tograph . Ah ' ll take yore name on dat photo

graph , across , an ' ah take two black hen eggs an ' ah would take de two black hen 
eggs an ' ah would put yore name on dem , an ' ah would bury dem all . Whenevah de 
two black hen eggs is broken , has rot ted an ' bust , dat ' d  be de last  of  dat man . 

Well , dey could measure de length of yore foo ttrack an ' git de length of yore 
body , yo ' see . See , from yore foot track, from here to here , dat de length of 
yore foot , an ' from here tuh here , dat de length of dis . Well , dey git  de length 
of yore body an ' dey tie yo ' up lak dat . 

(How do they do that? ) 
Well , dey kin git cords , j is '  plain store cord , an ' j is '  when dey git de whole 

length of yo ' de way dey got it measured , dey kin tie de kno t s  - nine kno t s . But 
dey have tub make mo '  dan nine , dey have tuh make � An ' dey kin bury da t in a 
can wit de same kanqee powdah undahneat '  d e  foot of yore steps . An ' evah time 
yo ' would walk tuh yore door tuh do anythin ' ,  dat yore mind would change . An ' 
through by yore mind changin ' - it  mat tahs no diff ' ren ' - anythin ' dat yo ' wan ' a  
do , yo ' j is '  git  yore mind j is '  lak dat ,  an ' yo ' can ' t even s tart at it . Fine ' ly 
[ finally ]  when dat is off yore mind , yo ' kin do whutevah yo ' please . 

(How many strings do you have for this , one? ) 
Yo ' kin have one - de whole length . Yo ' j is '  measure dat ,  de whole length of 

yo ' .  
( I  see . You take this string and you measure the whole foot track, and then 

you put this piece of string over here . And then , j ust  use the other piece to 
[measure the leng th of body] . But it ' s  all one string? ) 

Yes , s ir .  
(And you tie those kno ts in there - 9 9  kno t s ? ) 
9 9 , yes , sir . 
Dat bow in d e  back of a man ' s hat . An ' dey could bury dat in a small , small 

can . Af tah bur ' in '  dat small bow of a man ' s  in a tin can - firs ' see dat it got 
two kno t s  on de end . Tie dem dere . An ' j is '  as dat be rot tin ' - af tah put tin ' 
' is name in it - aftah dat be rottenin ' ,  dat j is '  as he be goin ' crazy . But j is ' 
befo ' it  ro tten ,  walk tuh d e  rivah an ' throw it in . Well , he won ' t have no mo ' 
sense fo ' ' isself . 

Well , if she happen tuh come in de house if he be asleep , she kin take dat 
lef ' -foot shoe o f  ' is an ' turn it up side down at de haid of de baid , an ' he nevah 
goin ' tuh wake up until she [ come in] an ' shake ' im .  

Dey take ' is shoes . D ey kin burn ' is shoes until dat sole , d e  inside sole , 
squinge [ shrivel ? ] .  Af tah dat inside sole is  squinge [ singed? ] d ey kin take dat 
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ap. Dey ' ll take dat up an ' dey ' ll measure it , b ecuz af tah it shrinks, de .easure 
of de sho e  is about dat long [demonstrates ] .  An ' af tah i t  shrinks, it balls up . 
Dey ' ll take dat an ' take dat ball an ' dey ' ll pass it through yore bouse vhere yo '  
live at . Af tah passin ' i t  through yore house where yo ' live , dey .. y tbrov it 
ovah de house an ' go git it , ·  an ' br ing it back tuh de house an ' bury it in de 
centah of yore do ' ,  right in de centah of yore steps-like where yo ' goes down at . 
Dis is tuh keep yo ' dat yore mind i s  always on ' er - yo ' ll nevah change . 

(You mean this whole inside sole of the sho e ,  you don ' t  use the whole shoe at 
all, j us t  that little piece inside? ) 

Yes , sir . Yo ' take dat out an ' burn it  until it shrinks , don ' t let it burn 
ap .  Yo ' j is '  shrink it , j is '  like yo ' take an ole  - don ' t let it burn tub 
aathin . 

(Crumbled up , like that ? )  
Yes , sir . 
Take yore socks . If she don '  take ' em  dirty , she can ' t do nuthin wit ' em . 

Jut she ' ll have tuh take dem dirty fo ' tuh tie yo ' up wit ' em . She kin put dat 
dirty sock in de haid of yor e  baid where yo ' are sleepin ' - undah yore haid . Tie 
it up wit some of ' er night Pags [my only example of the word so far ] an ' yo ' ll 
aevah change wit ' er excusin ' fussin ' at ' er .  [ Love will b e  perfect exausing 
(excep t )  fussin ' at ' er . ] Well , dat ' s  all yo ' could do . From de way she does 
dat , she do da t so dat yo ' couldn ' t  tell ' er nuthin an ' she could do anythin ' she 
aanta do . An ' all yo ' would be able tuh do would be fus s .  An ' dat is all yo ' 
kin do , is j is '  fuss at ' er .  

(WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY HER NIGHT RAGS? ) 
Whut ah mean by night Pags . Don ' chew know? Evah mont ' a woman lose blood . 

well , she ' ll take dat sock an ' wrap ' er blood Pag up in dat [ dirty] sock . 
Well , j is '  as  if ah would steal anythin ' from yo ' .  Co ' se , yo ' may no t know 

vhc ah would b e ,  but yo ' know whenevah a rogue go tuh do somepin an ' if he don ' 
take it all , he come back ag ' in .  Well , j i s '  as de place he goes back , he knows 
vhut place he go es back tuh . An ' yo ' ain ' t tryin ' tuh ketch ' im fo ' de nex '  
tfme atall , yo ' j is '  wan ' ' im tuh come back tuh yo ' .  

Yo ' take yo ' a black hen aig an ' yo ' put it in de lef ' cornah of de house , of 
de buildin ' whut he is stealin ' out of . 

(What do you mean by the left corner? ) 
Well , yo ' see , j is '  like ah 'm  settin ' now, dis way . De lef ' cornah would be 

here , an ' settin ' dis way , de way yo ' re settin ' at . De lef ' cornah ' s  here , j is ' 
lak he is comin ' in de front do ' .  

(If he comes in the front door , the left corner from that way? ) 
Yes , sir . An ' yo ' know zactly whut he is touchin ' . Yo ' mus ' tie dat aig j is '  

a li ' le piece from d e  flo ' , i n  ordah fo ' i t  tuh fall -an ' break . An ' af tah it 
coin ' tuh fall an ' break , yo ' go in ' tuh have it in a papah sack . Yo ' take it in 
dis papah sack j is '  lak it  is , an ' yo ' go tuh de rivah . Don ' stop on de side , 
hut in de centah of de rivah . An ' yo ' take yo ' a long piece of string of any � 
vit a bottle , an 1 yo 1 let dat bo ttle goes down an ' git chew some watah in dat 
bottle . Yo ' comes back an ' yo ' take dat aig , an ' instead o f  fryin ' dat ai& wit 
grease or lard , yo ' take dat aig an ' fry it wit dat watah . An ' fo ' niDe .. VDin ' s  
yo '  spr inkle da t watah befo ' yore do ' ,  an ' i f  a h  stole anythin ' fro. yo' , a h  come 
back an ' tell yo ' ' bout it . 

(Well , now who breaks that  egg? ) 
Be breaks dat aig . 
(When he comes back the next time , he fools around in the dark aod that egg 

falls and breaks . )  
I t  is j is '  lak a trap . 
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Jis ' as  yo ' are gain ' 
thin ' fo ' ' em tub steal . 
come in yore p lace . 

out , yo ' take yore undahsuit - j is '  lak if yo ' go t  any
Yo ' know, if yo ' re exp ectin '  a rogue or a thief tub 

(When you are going to town? ) 
Yes , sir . Yo ' take yore undahshirt - yo ' kin weah yore undahdrawahs de way 

yo ' feel lak it . Yo ' take yore undahshirt an ' instead of puttin ' it on straight , 
yo ' take it an ' slip it ovah yore haid , slip it backward s ,  j is '  turn it aroun ' . 
An ' wheresomevah yo ' gain ' , yo ' kin stay eight tub ten hours an ' no one come tub 
yore house until yo ' sit back . If anyone want s tub see yo ' ,  dey ' ll wait until 
yo ' git back, becuz dey is f igurin ' dat yo ' re comin ' _back at any t ime . Dat is 
becuz yo ' re weahin ' yore cloth�s backwards . Yo ' don ' even know whut time yo ' is 
comin ' back, an ' if dey wan ' tub see yo ' or wan ' tub steal anythin ' , dey make up 
yore min ' tub ast  chew whensomevah yo ' do come back . 

Well , ah bad a lady burnin ' a candle fo ' me couple of days ago , an' dat wuz 
tub bring a girl tub mah house . 

(Well, nov wait a minute .  Someone was burning this candle for you . Well , 
tell me the vbole story . )  

Well , vbeD ah fir s ' went tub ' er [doator] ah ast ' er tub aut de aards fo ' me 
[ tell my fortune ) . Well , she cut de cards  fo ' me an ' she bring in de pichures . 
She bring in a couple of pichures an ' ast me did ah recognize dem .  Ah didn ' t 
recognize ao 1  dan one ,  an ' dat wuz de  one ah  wanted tub see . But de  girl dat ah 
wanted tub see , she said , "Do yo ' recognize ' er ? "  Ah said , "Yes , mam . "  She 
said , "Yo ' van' somepin done tub ' er ,  don ' chew? " Ah said , "Yes , mam, ah loves 
' er ,  an ' ah van' ' er tub come back home wit ' out me gain ' af tah ' er . "  She tole 
me tub go back home an ' she give me two candles j is '  ' bout dat long [ demon
strates ] . Dey vuz yellah lookin ' . 

(Four or five inches long . )  
Yes , sir. She tole me tub sit one in de no ' th cornah of mah house an ' one in 

de east coraah .  So ah went back home an ' ah put one in de no ' th cornah an ' one 
in de east cornah. At nine days dat candle is still burnin ' . When ah goes on 
back tub ' er , it vuz day befo ' yestahday . When ah goes on back tub ' er ,  ah tole 
1 er de candle vuz still burnin ' . An ' she tole me , "Don ' t worry , it ' s  gain ' out , 
an ' when yo ' go back home it ' ll be out now . " So ah tole ' er ,  "No , mam, it j is '  
burnt about dat 111Uch.  So it seemed tub me dat it burnt ovah two inches a day . " 
She said , "Well , it gain' tub burn up until de lOth day , " an ' she said , "befo ' 
de lOth day is out , yore wife is  gain ' tub be back home . "  So ah ast ' er , could 
she tell me whut did she do . She tell �e dat she had ' er name written in dat 
candle . She say, "Yore name an ' ' er name is written in dat candle,  an ' it wuz 
double-folded an ' vuz at de bot tom . An ' whensomevah yore name - her name burn , 
yore name burn nex 1 , an1 dat is j is '  de same as  if yo ' are callin ' ' er .  Her 
comes tub yo ' • " 

She tole me if anyone ah would know wuz burnin ' a candle on me , if ah would 
take ur inate an1 rain vatah an ' !!!! an ' sprinkle it all aroun ' de house evah 
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - urinate , salt  an ' [ rain] watah - an ' sprinkle it 
aroun1 de  house evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s straight , an ' at mah do ' ah would 
take de urinate an ' throw it out de do ' ,  back an ' front , an ' she say in nine 
mawnin ' s  de candle would be gone an ' it would disapp eah , she tells me . 

If anothah woman - co ' se ah ain ' t seen no man do it - a  woman did it , a woman 
who wuz mah sistah-in-law . Well , she had two kids an ' she didn ' t born eithah one 
of ' em. Wuz stolen, her undahbloomahs ,  her undahweahs 1 an ' dey wuz burnt an ' 
buried down befo ' her do ' .  An ' evah time she cross ' em  dat make her have pains 
wor sah an ' wor sah all de t ime . An ' evah child she ' d  git 1 evah time she come tub 
sit de  child , instead of comin ' alive , it would b e  born dead , an ' come very nigh 
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killin ' ' er from it . Dat ' s  from burnin ' ' er undahslip an '  ' er ser.s iaaide dat 
undahslip an ' buryin ' it befo ' her do ' .  

Yo ' kin take a needle wit crochet thread . Dat last s  a lona tt.e. Yo ' kin 
sign mah name on yore name inside dat - ins ide of a piece of cloth - ji.' sian
like inside dis piece of cloth here [ inside my black hat ] . Well , yo ' sila .. h 
name or yore  name dere j is '  lak dis wit dat thread , writin '  it wit dat aeedle an •  
thread , sewin ' i t  in . Yo ' come back aftah yo ' have finished , de same way. Yo ' 
make de sign of Jesus Christ aPoss on it . Yo ' take yo ' one needle an ' yo' atiek 
it in dat cross , an • yo ' take one [ another ] needle an ' s t ick it lak dat in dat 
cro s s  [ demonstrates ] .  

(You cross  these needles over that  cross . )  
Yes sir . Yo ' hang it ovah de haid of yore do ' .  Evah time ah go through dat 

do ' ah think about de home ah had lef ' from an ' ah couldn ' t  leave mah home tuh 
go back an ' see ' bout it . Dat ' s  whut yo ' kin do wit a needle . 

(Are you doing that against somebody or for yourself ? )  
Yo ' are doin ' i t  ag ' ins t someone not tub intahfere wit [ you] , an ' in ordah dat, 

so if he is in [ your ] home an ' yo ' don ' wan ' no confusion from ' im ,  yo ' walk tuh 
yore do ' an ' yo ' think about goin ' tub intahfere ' im  intuh yore  home , j is 1  1ak 
ah would do lak dis . 

(Give me an illus tration . )  
Ah will give yo ' a illus tration of it . JIS ' LAK IF he would take mah wife.  

AH WOULD LEAVE AWAY FROM MAH HOUSE IN ORDAH TUH KEEP OUTA TROUBLE WIT YO ' • All 
right , ah would come an ' git anothah house . Ah will take dat an ' ah ' ll sign ' is 
name wit dat thread an ' needle , an ' ah ' ll take dat an ' ah ' ll cross  it . An ' ah ' ll 
hang it befo ' mah do ' in dat new house,  an ' when ah think about mah ole house 
maybe ah ' ll walk tub de do ' .  But ah couldn ' t  g o  ovah dere an ' do anythin ' at all 
' bout it becuz ah ' m  aPossed. AH 'M CROSSED MAHSELF TUH KEEP MAHSELF OUTA TROUBLE . 

(You wouldn ' t  go back to your old house to get into trouble? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(If  you are living in the country? ) 
Yes , sir . 
Yo ' kin take a chicken gizzard - well , take dat stuff out of it , an ' dey got 

somepin inside of it . Well , dat somepin inside of it ah don ' [ know] whu ' chev 
call dat , but yo ' kin peel dat loose from dere . 

Inside the gizzard , all right . )  
Yo ' peel dat loose from dere an ' yo ' git chew some black peppah an ' salt aftah 

dat gits dry . Yo ' git  some black peppah an ' salt an ' yo ' meets [ cat ch]-yor a 
toad[Pog . Yo ' sew dat up firs ' .  Yo ' meets yo ' a toad[Pog - whut ah mean a toad
[Pog dat p ZaysJ hop aPoun ' b¥ de Zight at night. Yo ' cut ' im open .  Dat ' s an
othah Zuaky pieae . Yo ' cut im open an • yo ' put ' im undah yore s teps an '  aftah 
dat toad[Pog git well - he supposed tub git well - aftah he git all r ight , he ' ll  
g i t  all right wit dat inside o f  ' im .  

(WHAT ' S  INSIDE OF HIM? ) 
DAT SALT AN '  PEPPAH INSIDE OF DAT LININ ' FROM DIS CHICKEN GIZZARD . well aftah 

he gits well from dat , he can ' t git  out from where yo ' got ' im,  becuz yo ' sot ' tm  
buried [ in a can] . Even in a can yo ' kin feed ' im evah mawnin ' , but � ah 
he git well yo ' kin take ' im in yore pocket . An ' if yo ' would go tuh ga.ble, 
yo ' ll b e  lucky tub make five , six or seven, maybe ten passes befo ' yo ' tuck de 
dice away . Dat ' s  whut dat ' s  fo ' - fo ' luck . 

[ These are] a few things dat he have tole tub me - yes sir ,  .ah fatbah. 
Well , he often goed [went ] tub de swamp an ' ah ast  ' tm , ah say (ah used tuh 

call ' im dad) ah say, "Dad , whu ' chew go tub de swamp fo ' lak dat in de evenin ' 
an ' late at  night? " He tell , "Ah have tub go git samepin . "  Ah say, ''Why can ' t 
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ah go alol.lg wit chew sometime? " He tell me , "No . "  So aftah ah become pas ' nine 
yeahs ole , he tells me , he say , "Da t ' s nine roots ah goes git . "  Ah say , "Whu ' 
chew gonna git dat fo ' ? " An '  he say , "Well dat ' s  tuh keep evil from mah house . "  
An ' he say , "Now yo ' goin ' [ go and ] look by de ole well . "  He say, "Ah 'm tellin ' 
it tuh yo ' becuz yo ' is mah baby son, an ' don ' tell it tuh none of mah [ your ] 
li ' le brothahs . "  An' � [ author ] is  de firs ' man ah 'm tell in ' it  tuh as he tole 
it tuh me , an ' he been dead nine yeahs . So he say , "Yo ' look by de o le well , de 
ole gran 'ma ' s  well . "  He say , "Yo ' goin ' tuh see a piece of iron der e . " Ah look
ed ovah by de well an '  ah seed de p iece of iron . He said , "Dis a man when ah 
wuz 21 yeahs ole dat ah ast ' im an ' ah ast ' im tuh s tay away from home . An ' evah 
t ime he come home , he j ump s  on mah ole lady . Dat befo ' ah marr ied yore mothah . "  
I say , "WELL , POPPAH WHUT HE DO DAT FO ' ? " He say , "AH CAN ' T  GO TUH DAT TROUBLE . "  
HE WOULDN ' T  TELL ME WHUT HE D ID IT FO ' .  [ For this reason, I am unable to identify 
mah ole lady. ] AN '  HE SAID , "BY DAT P IECE OF IRON, DAT ' S WHERE HE IS AT . "  An ' 
he say , "Long as ah go in de swamp an ' git dese nine roots . • .  " Ah say , "Whu ' 
kinda roots yo ' git ? "  He say , "Jis ' a connnon thing . It ' s  a blackj ack [a c onnnon 
oak] . " 

(You mean nine different kinds of roots? ) 
Nine diff ' ren ' kinds of blackj ack . Blackj ack root , but nine diff ' ren ' kinds 

of b lackj ack . He say , he git  nine diff ' ren ' kinda blackj ack an ' yo ' boil dat 
watah off it , an ' if yo ' done kill a man , yo ' po ' dat watah ovah dere evah mawn
in ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an 1 fo ' nine mont ' s  in de yeah . He say, "De othah three 
mont 1 s  yo ' kin have yore chance tuh do anythin ' yo ' feel like it . "  He say , "But 
whensomevah any time dat de man would happen tuh do somep in tuh yo ' ,  an ' yo ' hap
pen tuh kill ' im  an ' don ' let ' im  kill yo ' firs ' , "  he say , "yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 
git dem nine kinda blackj ack roo t s . "  Ah kin git ' em  but ah can ' t name ' em . Ah 
knows ' em  when ah see dem . He say , "Yo 1 take dem nine roo t s  fo ' nine mont ' s  in 
de yeah an 1 yo ' boil de watah off it , an ' yo ' po ' dat watah on dat bur ' in '  place 
evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' nine mont ' s  in de yeah . "  Ah say , "Whut ' s  dat 
fo 1 pop ? 11  H e  say , "Dat ' s  tuh keep de law from evah thinkin ' about chew . Even if 
any of yore brothahs would happen tuh go tuh j ail , yo ' mus ' carry some of dat 
along wit chew if yo ' have dat . Yo ' mus ' carry some along wit chew . " Co ' se , yo ' 
goin ' tuh scent yo ' from bottom tuh top . [You will have a blackj ack root odor 
from head to foot . ] Ah say , "But whu 1 chew do when yo ' walk in befo ' yo ' walk in 
dere? " He say , "Yo '  po ' some of ' em  down yore neck an ' when yo ' po ' some of ' em  
down yore neck, s tick dat bottle r ight in de back dere . An '  if dere is  any place 
where he kin reach yo ' , yo ' kin j is '  wrap it [ bottle]  up in a p iece of papah , 
aftah yo ' po ' some down yore neck . Wrap some up in a piece of papah . An ' yo ' 
take some outa de j ug or whutsomevah yo ' got it in , an ' yo ' wet dat an ' put a 
concealed packaged marked on it [ secret mark for prisoner ] an ' give it tuh de 
j ailah an ' he ' ll give it tuh ' im . "  An ' so ah ast  ' im ,  ah say , "Whut would de 
j ailah do tuh me if he foun ' out whut dat is? "  He said , "He ' ll nevah ast chew 
whut chew bringin ' watah here fo ' yor e  brothah fo ' . "  An ' i f  he is  convic ted tuh 
g it hung , he ' ll serve his t ime in de pen . All he has tuh do i s  tuh use dat watah 
in dere [ his cell ] . Instead of sprinklin ' it in one plac e ,  sprinkle it all ovah 
de place where he is , becuz it i s  already t ied . [The bot t le with blackj ack water 
was in a t ied-up paper package . ]  There ' s  another thing he tole me . 

(Wait , there ' re a couple of points I want to have explained . What was that 
p iece of iron doing in that or near the well? ) 

Dat piece of ole iron wuz de man he had kilt , he said . 
(Well , the iron wasn ' t  the man . )  
De iron wuz where de man wuz . Dat ' s  tuh remembah it . Dat ' s  where he bur ied 

de man , r ight at de well , an ' put a p iece of iron ovah ' im  fo ' remembrance . 
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�y d id he kill this man? ) 
Dat ' s  whut he tole me - fo ' comin ' in ' is house . He had tole ' ia  tah stay 

..ay an ' he wouldn ' t  stay away ,  so • • • •  But he couldn ' t  tell me wbut �t vas all 
about , but ah ast ' im  whut d id he kill de man fo ' an ' he j is '  tole .a. "Ab tole 
Ida tub stay away from home . "  An ' ah ast ' im  why he tole ' im tub stay away frca 
� .  an ' he tole me he couldn ' t  tell me about it . 

(Oh , I see , you were too young . )  
Well , ah a st ' im an ' ah used tub cry when ah ast  ' im  somepin an ' he wouldn ' t  

tell me . So he tole me dis , becuz ah guess he didn ' t  wanta see me worryin ' . Ab 
.sed tub worry his life outa him evah day . 

(He only did this nine mornings out of each month,  out of each of  nine montbs!) 
Yes , sir . 
(And he did this to keep the law from ever f inding out about this man? )  
Yes , sir . 
He tole me ' bout dis  corn propo sition . 
(What kind of corn , like horse corn? ) 
Ho t de seed , but green corn . He say , yo ' kin take nine roast ears .  Whut ah 

-..n roast ear s ,  whut people eat , like d ey sell s in de market . He say yo ' kin 
take nine roastin ' ears . Yo ' kin squeeze de grains , nine grains outa evah roast
ill' ear yo ' git , an ' if yo ' have de aZaps or de l'Unnin ' l'ange , or somep in of kind • • •  

(The running what ? )  
De l'Unnin ' l'and - j is '  lak if yore private be runnin ' all d e  time , yo ' know. 

�� ' lak yo ' when yo ' have a woman an ' yo ' private nevah stop aftah ·yo ' have fin
lahed . Well , he say , yo ' take nine ears of  corn, [ I  mean] nine [ grains ] from 
each ear , an ' yo ' squeeze de white milk out of ' em .  

(Cooked or raw? ) 
Raw. Yo ' squeeze dat white milk out of ' em . Aftah squeezin ' dat white milk 

aa�em ,  yo '  put it in a bottle an ' yo ' shake it well . Aftah shakin ' it well , 
,a ' take it an ' yo ' take a teaspoonful of dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Dat cut l'Unnin ' 
� or de aZaps , or kill it . 

[ The preceding cur e ,  my only example of it , suggested the following reminis
ceace :  Back in the 1930 ' s  my wife and I in London decided to drive down into Kent 
for the day .  We had been there a number of times , no t includ ing the boat trains 
�o and from Dover . On this present occasion our dest ination was countryside 
alone . Consequently we had luncheon not in Canterbury, Tunbridge Wells , or other 
�toric towns , but in a small village inn . Since the d ining room was small , 
fiDally empty,  and time d id not press us , we made ourselves known to the propr�
etor and his wife . Both were natives of  South Africa . Almost immed iately they 
�ed the conversat ion to mealies - the South African word for American POaBting 
ears or sweet corn - because they frequently ate them from the can, tin I should 
.. y here . Was ther e ,  they asked , any dislike of the odor of mealies in The 
States? Neither of us had ever heard of any . After we had returned to our aato
.abile , my wife relayed an addit ional piece of information from the woman .  Qu�te 
a number of English people , some traveling in South Africa and other �n The 
States , thought mealies or sweet corn smelled like a man ' s s emen . I bave heard 
that belief several times since . It is  most interest ing in the precedia& re.edy 
that uncooked corn milk or j uice aul'es a disease of man ' s privates . Surely ve 
have here another instance of simiZia simiZibus aUl'antur - see marg�n t�tle LIKE 
aJBES LIKE , p . 394 , and many places in HOODOO . ]  

-

Some things ah remembah, but it will take me quite a while tub tell �t all tub 
,a ' . 

(Well , you can tell it to me , there ' s  no hurry . )  
Well , yo ' kin take berries . 
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(What kind of berries ? )  
Dose berries dat grows on d em  trees , not d em  runnin ' berries [ like s trawberr

ies ] . Mulberries yo ' call it . 
Yo ' kin take de mulberry ,  an ' d e  mulberry i t  has a seed . It have a seed in 

dat mulberry , j is '  a l i ' le bit of seed , but yo ' kin cut [ it ]  i f  yo ' chew it . 
Well , yo ' git yo ' nine mulberries an ' yo ' split ' em  in half . Wel l ,  when yo ' 
split ' em  in half yo ' make 18 par ts out of de nine . Yo ' take de 18 par ts an ' yo ' 
divide ' em , yo ' goin ' tuh have a seed in each one of ' em . No , sir , ah don ' mean 
divide de pieces , yo ' divide de - yo ' take de nine pieces an ' yo ' cut ' em  apar t , 
an ' yo ' mu s '  have a seed in each piece . Dat makes 18 pieces . Yo ' burn dem seed 
lak yo ' do coffee , yo ' know. Yo ' take coffee , yo ' burn it , parch it up nice an' 
brown .  Aftah yo ' parch dis yo ' take it an ' mash it . Dat ' s  if a snake done bite 
�· I f  a snake done bite yo ' ,  yo ' take yore razor b lade an ' yo ' j is '  cu t da t 
j is '  a li ' le f o ' it tuh b leed . An ' j is '  b ef o ' de sun rise evah mawnin ' fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  an ' befo ' she set fo ' nine evenin ' s , yo ' take some of dat seed du st an ' 
yo '  sprinkle i t  in da t cut an ' in 18 days dat snake b i t e  would be well . Wel l ,  he 
[ fa ther ] is [was ] mos ' ly a snake doctor ' i sself , becuz ah ' ve got bit by a snake 
mahself . 

Ah don '  koav de name of dat snake but it ' s  a long red-b ellied snake . Yo ' kin 
take dat snake . well he can ' t poison yo ' from de haid , he is poison from ' is tail. 
Well he git in de trees an ' he kill tr ees wit ' is tail . If yo ' kin make him mad 
close by de bark of a tree ,  yo ' kin make dis snake mad close b y  de bark of a tre� 
he ' 11 stan 1 up CXl ' is haid an ' he ' 11 whip dat tree wit ' is ta :t L  An ' j i s ' as de 
leaves be dyin1 on dat tree , [ you will know] dat by yo ' wa tchin ' it j is '  as de 
leaves be dyin1 on dat tree , cu t dat tree down . An ' yo ' git de hear t [wood ] outa 
it an ' yo ' would boil i t . Dat ' s  if yo1 wanta do anybody a dir ty trick.  But dat 
don ' call fo ' evahbody tuh try tuh do a d irty trick . Da t ' s  if yo ' wanta do a 
person a d irty trick . yo ' ll g i t  de heart ou ta dat tree j is '  befo ' i t  dies , j is '  
befo ' de leaves fall o f f  it . An ' by de time all de leaves be done f ell o f f  dat 
�' yo ' done boil dat heart in one pot . Af tah yo ' b oil it , any place or any 
person dat yo ' feel lak makin ' ' em  dismiss [ demise? ] ,  yo ' kin drap j is '  a table
spoon of dat in Yatah in de cis tern or anythin ' - j is '  whut dey drinkin ' from .  
Well in a f ew  days come dey b e  f eelin ' s ickly . An ' j is '  de t ime it take f o ' dat 
tree tuh die 1 dat j ia '  de time dey ' ll die . 

Well , if yo '  git a t.ree-c Zimbah. 
(A tree-c limber ! What ' s  that ? )  
nat ' s  a snake . 
(Can you do anything with tha t ?  How do they do that ? )  

Well , i; yo ' git a t.ree-cZimbah - da t ' s  more dan a chicken snake - da t ' s  all 
it is , a chicken snake . Yo ' ketch [ see ] a tree-cZimbah hang in ' aroun ' yor e  hen
house an ' yo ' put aigs where he kin reach ' em . Whensomevah he git tuh dem a ig s , 
all he do , ah couldn ' t zact ly show yo ' but , yo ' make a l i ' le b i ta [ b i t  of a ]  hole 
j is '  ' bout big enough fo ' his li ' le mouth tuh git in an ' he sucks . 

(He makes that hole himself ? )  
Yes , sir , an ' he sucks de j u ic e  outa dat aig - all de a ig , de white an ' de 

yellah . He sucks it out . Well , ·  if he kin git three a igs sucked out ,  yo ' take 
dat shell an ' yo ' parches it , yo ' s t ir it in watah , if somebody done b lind yo ' 
ag ' in . Yo ' s t ir it in watah , an ' af tah s t irrin ' it in watah - yo ' mu s '  ketch 
rain wa tah f r om de skies in a white glass or somepin , but no t in or no z inc , or 
ca s t  [ iron] or nuthin , j is 1  a plain glass . Yo ' ketch i t  f rom d e  sky an ' yo ' s tir 
da t up in der e ,  de white of da t aigshell , an ' yo ' wash yore fac e wit dat evah 
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Yore s ight beg in tuh come back tuh yo ' a f tah nine 
mawnin ' s .  
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"DAT ' S  ACCORDIN ' TUH SCIENCE : SCIENCE IS  GREAT" 

A WOMAN HAS 'ER MENSTRA.T IN ' • • •  BY DE MOON IN EVAH WAY • • • 
AH KNOW A WOMAN EVAH MONTH • • •  WHEN DE MOON WOULD BE YOUNG 
SHE SUFFAHED WIT 'ER STOMIC, SHE SUFFAHED WIT 'ER BAc_K • • •  

AH SAY • • •  "IT STRIKES ME DAT DE CHANGE OF DE MOON 
MIGHT HA VE A WHOLE LOT TUH DO WIT YORE PAINS 

YO ' TAKE DAT SILVAH DOLLAH AN ' YO ' HOLD IT UP TUH DE MOON 
AN ' YO ' MAKE A WISH WIT DAT SILVAH DOLLAH 

AN ' YO ' TAKE DAT SILVAH DOLLAH 
AN ' PASS RIGHT ON DAT PAIN • • • •  

UNTIL DE MOON BEGINS TUH GIT OLE • • •  
DE MINUTE AH STOP DAT PAIN ON DIS MOON 

DAT 'S  GOIN ' TUH PREVENT IT FROM COMIN ' BACK 
ON DE NEX ' TURN OF DE MOON • • •  " 

[A BOTTLE HAS BEEN PREPARED WITH MANY INGREDIENTS AND SHAKEN : ]  
ANYTHING DAT YO ' WAN '  TUH DO OR WAN '  TUH KNOW 

YO ' KIN AST YORESELF WIT DAT BOTTLE 
TAKE DAT BOTTLE AN ' TAKE IT RIGlfr IN FRONT OF YO ' AN ' 
YO ' SET DOWN AN ' AST DAT BOTTLE WHUT CHEW WAN 'A KNOW 

IS IT TRUE? 
AN ' WHILE YO ' SETT IN ' DERE ASTIN ' DAT BOTTLE 

IT MIGHT BE A HALF A HOUR BEFO ' DEY COME 
BUT DEY 'S COMIN ' TUH YO ' IN A VISION 

IT COME TUH YO ' JIB ' PLAIN AS IT HAPPENED 
IN FRONT OF MAH EYES 

IF AH WANTA KNOW WHERE YO ' IS AT AT DE PRESENT TIME 
AH WOULD AST DAT BOTTLE WHERE YO ' AT 

JIB ' KEEP ASTIN ' "DEAH BOTTLE" [ 3'  TIMES] 
DON ' TALK AT WHUT 'S  IN DE BClfTLE, JIB ' [TALK TO] DE BOTTLE 

"WHERE YO ' AT? WHERE YO ' AT? " [REPEAT 3'RD TIME] 
AN ' IT 'LL COME TUH ME JIB ' AS PLAIN AS DE NOSE ON MAH FACE 

AS IF AH 'M LOOKIN ' AT DIS HAT 
[AUTHOR 'S OLD BLACK HAT ON INTERVIEWING TABLE] 

ST. RA YMOND HE IS FER DAT STRICTLY ALONE 
HE 'S  A "DO SAINT " AN ' A "UNDO SAINT" 

HE 'S DE SAINT DAT DEY GOES TUH 
FER ALL OUR FAVORITE "ISMS" 

ALL "HOODOOISM" YO ' GO TUH 'IM FER DAT 
YO ' GO TUH 'IM AN ' YO 'LL PRAY TUH ST. RAYMOND 
MAKE IT BE SO DAT YO ' GO TUH 'IM ON DE 1 3'TH • • •  

BEFO ' DE SUN RISE YO ' GO TUH 'IM [AND]  
AT TWELVE A 'CLOCK NOON • • •  SIX A 'CLOCK IN DE EVENlN ' 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUI SIANA 

2 281 

[According to this man ' s words in the title , he cons iders hoodoo a ecfrnce . 
(rbeologians us ed to call theology the queen of saiences - scieace iD tbe seaae 
af �ledge of course . )  Consequently he does no t clat. a .,stie lift or a divine 
�n for his power . In fac t ,  at the very end he tells us bow be eatered hoodOo-



2282 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

ism - by chance and with a little help from grandfather and hoodoo books . Every
where he carefully points out how a rite produces its own power . Power comes 
from correct procedure , not from God .  His use of  the T�ee Ho ly Names is prac
tical , saientifia , not religious . Complicated thought confronts us at times . 
He reasons closely, if you want to call this sort of thing reasoning . Could I 
describe him as meticulous? Repetition also abounds , either naturally or b ecause 
like a good teacher he makes certain I understand . Perhaps he tries to impress .  
I was impressed , still am . Yet a year or two later , after I had heard other 
capable men and women, some of my f irst impressions had worn off . At least about 
this time I marked the original transcript ion of his words "doubtful , "  meaning 
"restudy . " Finally I added a "ng . "  Perhaps I was t ired , careless - who knows? 
Fortunately the mistakes o f  procedure and errors of j udgment contribute to a 
f ield worker ' s  training . One good deed , as well as others , informant did for me. 
He gave me my first and outstanding example of numerology , a part of  which I 
quote : Whutevah de measure of dat grave is , if it 's six feet, yo ' take dat an ' 
divide it in two. Dat makes t�ee times two is six.  Yo ' take dat six yo ' got 
dere an ' si:z: go intuh fifteen two times an ' t�ee ovah. Put dat doum. Yo ' take 
dat three an '  yo ' multip ly it, an ' whutevah it totals tuh yo ' take dat total an ' 
weah it in yoPe poaket a whole day . Informant 852  was recorded on cylinders 
1320 : 2-1343 : 1 . ] 

Yo ' take yo ' some b lack peppah an ' yo ' take yo ' three spoons of black peppah 
an ' three spoons o f  salt , an ' yo ' take yo ' a rot t en lemon an ' yo ' squeeze de j uice 
out o f  dat rotten lemon in dat bottle . Den yo ' stop dat bottle up . Aftah stop
p in dat bottle up , yo ' let dat bottle set ovahnight . De nex ' mawnin ' yo ' git 
up , yo ' ll git de names of dese people who am liv in 1 in de house . Yo ' write dere 
names down. Yo ' undahstan ' ?  Yo ' write each of dem name down dat yo ' wanta move . 
All right , yo ' take dat bottle an ' yo ' go tub dis house an ' yo ' bury dat bottle 
at de do ' step an '  let dat bottle s tay dere three days . Den yo ' go back an ' git 
dat bottle , an ' yo ' take dat same stuff whu 1 chew got in dat bottle out of it , 
an 1 put it in a black piece of papah. An '  yo ' git chew a ' ish [ Irish ] potato -
git a common ord ' nary ' ish potato an ' yo ' cut fo ' slices of dat ' ish potato . An' 
den chop it up an ' yo ' put dat wit de same s tuff  whu 1 chew had in dere . An ' yo ' 
bury it an ' go back tub de same hole where yo ' had it buried , an ' yo ' put it  in 
dere an ' don ' covah it up . No t in no bot tle , j is '  put it in dere sliced up an ' 
[ in]  dat black papah an ' don ' covah it up . 

Now, dey goin' tuh come out an ' see dat hole dug dere , an ' dey goin ' tub won
dab whut it is . It i s  impossible fo ' dem tub come in confusion fo ' movin ' until 
dey touch it . Well , dey goin ' tub git it outa dere an ' f in '  out whut it is . An' 
de moment dat dey put dere han ' on it , dey b ecome confused an ' upset . An ' an up
roah [ uproar ] which takes place dere - an ' dey got ' a  leave away from dere . Dey 
got ' a  move . 

(That f irst  p iece of  paper , is  it a white piece of  paper? ) 
Yes ,  sir , a white piece of  papah . 
(And you put it  in a bottle b efore you bury it ? )  , 
Put it in a bottle wit some peppah an ' yo ' only bury de bottle . 
(Well , when you put tha t  stuff back in the hole , do you put the paper also 

back in the hole? ) 
[ His following summary shows that he is not making up things . ]  
Yo ' put dat white papah wit de peppah an ' salt in de bottle stopped up , an ' 

de lemon j uice ,  an ' let i t  stay dere three days . An ' aftah three days yo ' go 
back dere an ' steal dat bottle away from dere . An '  when yo ' steal dat bottle 
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away from dere,  yo ' takes dat ingredients whu ' chew got dere �ed up. Cut an ' 
git chew an ' ish potato . Yo ' cut chew fo ' slices of  dat ' ish potato an '  yo ' 
chop it f ine . An ' yo ' take yo ' a black p iece of  papah dat ' s  nevah been used , 
an ' yo ' wrap dat up in it . 

( Including the name? ) 
Yes , includin ' de name . 
If yo ' have a house dat ' s  nevah had anyone in it , da t yo ' can ' t rent, uobody 

will rent it , nobody won ' s tay in it but a few days an ' den move , whut chew 
should do . Yo ' would take yo ' a can of concentrated lye . An ' yo ' go dere an' 
yo ' scrub dat house out good . Scrub it out good , wash de walks all roun 1  de 
house - po ' de lye watah whu ' chew scrubbed wit roun ' de house . Den yo ' ll ca.e 
back an ' yo ' ll git chew cinnamon, an ' yo ' git chew some sugah, an ' yo ' take yo '  
a ten-cent bottle of  common olive oil . An ' yo ' mix dat tuhgethah , an ' yo ' shake 
dat up good , an ' yo ' git at de front do ' .  Yo ' put dat down in a gallon of watah. 
j is '  one gallon of cleah watah . Yo ' put dat in dere an ' yo ' s t ir it up good . 
An '  git chew a broom an ' put dat r ight a t  de front do ' an ' sweep it in . Sweep 
it clean on through de house an ' clean out de back do ' .  An ' when yo ' git tub de 
back do ' ,  wash de s t ep s  o f f  good wit it . An ' whutevah watah , if yo ' have any 
lef ' , yo ' bury dat at de back steps .  An ' de nex ' tenant dat yo ' have in dat 
house ,  it will b e  hard tuh git rid of ' em, git ' em  outa der e .  

Yo ' mean if de house i s  aPossed up? 
(Yes . )  
Well , if de house is aPossed up , dat ' s  easy tuh unaPoss it , if de house is 

crossed up . De f irs ' thing yo ' do aftah yo ' know de house is aPossed up , an ' yo '  
become suspicious dat de house is aPossed up , why den yo ' take yo ' a common 
thing . It ' s  a bottle - dey got somepin in de drug s tore dat dey call potassium 
permanuate [ permanganate] . It ' s  a potash, potash permanuate . Yo ' take dat pot
ash permanuate . Yo ' git a t en-cent vial of it - it ' s  a powdah . An ' dey have 
somepin dey call salicylic acid . Yo ' comb ine dose two things tuhgethah . De one 
is black an ' de othah one is white . Dis is fer tuh unaPoss de house . Aftah yo ' 
git dose two packages , put ' em tuhgethah , mix ' em  up , dry . Yo ' git fo ' teaspoons 
of cookin ' sodee [ soda ] an ' yo ' take dis cookin ' sodee an ' yo ' s t ir it up in vial 
alone by itself . An ' yo ' take dis partassic permanate an ' de salicylic acid an' 
yo ' stir dat up tuhgethah alone , not wit de sodee . When yo ' go tuh dis house tuh 
unaPOss dis house , yo ' go tuh a lef ' back windah . Yo ' go [ to ]  dat lef ' back � 
dah an ' yo ' dig yo ' a hole . An ' yo ' come back inside de house an ' yo ' raise de 
windah an ' yo ' say thPee �Pds [ = THREE HOLY NAMES ] ,  b efo ' yo ' put dat down. Yo ' 
say , 11Ah am goin '  tuh do dis in de Name o f  God d e  Fathah, God d e  Son, an '  God de 
Holy Ghos t . "  An ' yo 1 mix dat an ' dat sodee goin 1 tuh foam wit dat postassiaa 
permanuate . An ' when it foams l ike dat ,  po ' it right down dat hole . Don' cavah 
it up dere . Yo ' do dat in de day an ' j is '  as de sun go down , yo ' go cavah da� 
hole up . All right . De nex ' mawnin ' whut chew do befo ' - yo ' go dere au1 da� 
stuff will b e  all seeped down, but it goin ' tuh leave . De sodee goin1 tab be 
eaten up . Yo ' won ' see nuthin of de sodee , yo ' ain ' t see nuthin of de aalleylic 
acid . D e  potass ium permanate goin ' tuh eat de acid up , an ' de sodee aoiD' � 
wash away wit de watah . But dat goin ' tuh be dere an ' yo ' take � �f wbm� 
is lef ' dere an ' yo ' let it dry fer a couple of days , so long as �� tate. � 
dry . It dries out in a few days . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' crumble �� all ap au' 
sprinkle it in evah cornah in dat house an ' - de aPoss is started fro. de coroah 
of de house . Dey cain ' t aPoss a house unless dey git tub aa.e cora&b. 

(The crossing of the house ,  it b egan from a corner . )  
Now, yo ' kin aPoss a house s o  dey cain ' t do nuthin � �� . see. J�s ' a li ' le 

light aPoss , but not fer de - dat aPossin ' of a house so� � oriaiaa�e from a 
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cornah . Well , now , da t ' s  where yo ' put dat dus t  at , at evah cornah in de house ,  
an ' don ' clean dere . Don' clean up dere , let i t  s tay dere ' bout a s  much as ten 
hours anyhow . An ' when yo ' sweep it , whut chew mus ' do , is tuh git yo ' sugah . 
Yo ' take dat sugah an ' yo ' git chew ' bout fo ' teaspoons full of common , ord ' nary 
flour dat ' s  as white as possible - even talcum powdah - an ' mix it wit dat sugah . 
An ' sprinkle dat in evah cornah where yo ' put dat dus t , an ' let dat set dere . 
While sprinklin ' dat be sayin ' , "Ah trus ' [ trust ]  dat will destroy who have been 
an enemy tuh me . "  

(What did you say? Again . )  
"Ah trus ' dat will destroy who have been an enemy tuh me . "  All right , let dat 

s tay dere while yo ' walk aroun ' , an ' while walkin ' aroun ' yo ' kin be sayin ' de 
same thing , "Destroy, destroy . "  Evah cornah yo ' git  in yo ' tell da t whu ' chew 
got down der e ,  dat sugah an ' flour , "Des troy . "  Well , all right . About de time 
yo ' go aroun ' tub all de cornahs , go back tuh de f irs ' place an ' s tar t sweep in ' .  
Yo ' sweep all dat up tuhgethah . Af tah yo ' git it up , swept up tuhgethah in de 
middle of de flo ' , take yore bucket an ' pick it up wit a shovel an ' put it in 
dere . Put yo 1  same watah in dere,  j is '  watah yo ' wash wit . Yo ' take dat wit 
chew an' put it in a runnin ' stream of watah , throw it ovah . Throw it like dis 
[ demonstrates ] in front o f  yo 1 • Dat make it destroyed an ' go away . Jis ' throw 
it like dat in front of yo ' in dat runnin ' s tream of watah , an ' it ' s  gone . Dat 
house is 'U11Cl"OBBed. 

Well , now, DAT ' S  ACCORD IN' TUH SC IENCE.  SC IENCE I S GREAT . Now , yo ' kin take 
yore foot track. Jis ' as yore foot track is , dey kin p ick dat dirt  up - right 
out here [demonstrates ] ,  de same as yore foot were . Dey take such as black pep
pah an ' dey ' ll git de inside of a coconut , of a he coconut . Dey have go t a he 
coconut an ' dey have a she coconut . 

(What ' s  the difference? ) 
Well , de diff ' rence of a he coconut an ' a she coconut : a she coconut has go t 

two eyes an ' a he coconut go t three . 
Now, dey ' ll take dat coconut an 1 dey ' ll git de centah of da t coconut . Dey ' ll 

bus ' de top off dat an '  git right down in de centah of dat coconut , scrape it out; 
git tuh de centah of dat coconut at de bo t tom af tah destroyin '  [ pouring out ]  de 
wa tah . Dey take dat coconut shredded whut dey have dere , an ' put it wit de track 
dey have of yorea , an 1 dat dry ingredients mixed tuhgethah . Dry ingredients ,  de 
coconut mixed wit , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' de dr ied dirt  dey go t p icked up . [Mix] 
tuhgethah . Well , dey take dat an ' dey take a can - any kinda bottle dat dey kin 
seal t ight dat no air kin hit , an ' dey put dat in dere , wit yore name in it , an ' 
let dat s tay in dere fer nine days wit yore name in it wit da t dus t .  Now , dey 
go in '  tuh wr ite it on a p iece of papah . Write chore name on a piece of papah 
' bout dat long , ' bout a foot  long , an' each half a inch - wr ite yore name in dat , 
on dat papah. An ' fol ' dat papah up an ' put it in dere wit da t coconut , an ' wit 
dat track da t dey 've taken up . Af tah it s tays down dere nine days , dey ' ll take 
dat papah outa dat dust an ' coconut , an ' dey ' ll burn da t papah intuh ashes - JIS ' 
L IKE ASHES ON DAT C IGAR [YOU ARE SMOKING] . Af tah dey burn it intuh ashes , dey 
take up dose ashes an ' mix it up wit dat foot track an ' da t coconut . An ' git a 
bottle ' bout so long an 1 put dat in it . An1 den dey ' ll take a black spidah an1 
dey kill dat black sp idah an ' put dat black spidah in da t bot tle wit yore track 
an ' wit dat coconut wit yore name on da t papah to dus t . Dey put ' im in dere 
alive an ' let ' im  die in dere , an ' s top ' im up . Af tah da t spidah dies in dere , 
whut chew do den , yo ' put about a ounce of whut chew call witch hazel - ' bout an 
ounce of witch haz el . As dey are put t in '  dat witch hazel in dere , he be sayin ' 
a word . Po ' it dere while he says . Dat word is dis , "Do whut ah say ,  witch 
hazel . "  Aftah it is po ' ed in dere , yo ' po ' de las ' drop in dere , yo ' say , 
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"Witch . "  Dat ' is word , "Witch . "  He says dat . 
(You say , "Witch . "  That ' s  all? ) 

2285 

Yo ' say, "Witch" wit de las ' drop . DAT ' S  DE POWAH OF IT . Aftah J0 1 si.t dat 
in dere,  yo ' take it an ' stop it up ag ' in .  Now, dey firs ' gotta see JO ' • Bi.t 
close tuh yo ' .  He goin ' tuh shake dat up an ' dat is when he wan ' chew � do 
anythin' he wan ' chew tuh do . Any way dat he wan ' chew tuh come, yo ' ll  ca.e 1D 
dat way . He ' ll git close tuh yo ' ,  git in contact wit chew.  If he cain' t .  be' ll 
git some frien ' tuh come in contact wit chew. An ' dat witch hazel is aoi.D' � 
destroy whutevah feelin ' s yo ' have . Yo ' won '  even smell de witch hazel, see. 
He ' ll git someone tuh put dat on yo ' or he ' ll put it on yo ' ,  if he got close 
' nough tuh yo ' .  ·should he evah git dat on yor e clothes when he git contacted 
wit yo ' ,  anythin ' dat he demand of yo ' 1 yo * ll do it . 

Well , all right , someone aftah harmin ' yo ' an ' yo ' git - yo ' kin feel it aa.e
times when someone is tPickin ' at yo ' an ' harmin' yo ' .  

Now, dey have a saint dat dey call St . Raymond . St . Raymond he is fer dat 
strictly alone . He ' s  a do saint an ' a undo saint . He ' s  de saint dat dey goes 
tuh fer all our favorite isms . All hoodooism , yo ' go tuh ' im  fer dat . Yo ' go 
tuh ' im  an ' yo ' ll pray tuh St . Raymond . Make it be so dat yo ' go tuh ' im on de 
13th . Pick out de 13th day of any month an ' go tuh ' im . Sure dat mawnin ' befo ' 
�un r ises , yo ' go tuh ' im  an ' yo ' pray tuh ' im .  At twelve a ' clock noon, 1f«h 
�Zve , go back tuh ' im . Six a ' clock in de evenin ' go back tuh ' im  ag ' in an 
pray dat same prayah . De prayah dat yo ' pray tuh ' im consists  of dis : "St . Ray
.and , mah good saint , ah know dat yo ' knows ah know dat ah have been tuh yo ' be
fo ' , an ' yo ' have he ' p  me , an ' yo '  are mah guide . Ah ' ve got mah trust  in yo ' tuh 
take care of evil things dat is comin ' here tuh me . "  Dat ' s  de prayah dat yo ' 
pray tuh ' im .  Dat ' s all yo ' pray, git up . Dat ' s  fer de  f irs ' day on de 13th . 
Row, don ' go back dere no mo ' until three days latah . Three days latah yo ' go 
back tuh St . Raymond an ' yo ' take yo ' a penny . Yo 1 take dat penny , yo ' put it 
in a hot fire an ' let it get hot ,  hot ,  hot .  An ' while dat penny ' s  hot ,  dere a 
name on de  penny - one cent . Yo ' take yo ' some kin ' of iron, steel or somepin 
an '  yo ' rub dat one off dat penny , an ' yo ' destroy de one dat ' s  goin '  tuh do yo ' 
harm .  Destroy dat one cent , dat de  name one . Yo ' do dat while de penny is hot .  
An '  yo ' take dat penny an ' go back tuh St . Raymond , af tah dat third day , an ' yo ' 
give St . Raymond dat penny . Den yo ' say tuh ' im , "De one . "  Dat ' s  all yo ' gotta 
say . All right , yo ' leave St . Raymond den wit yore prayahs lef ' dere wit ' im. 
Yo ' come back an ' go tuh baid at night , an ' yo ' git down on yore knees at night 
an' say dis prayah . Dere ' s f ive words yo ' mus ' say, "St . Raymond , one who gives 
.ah enemy . "  All right , all yo ' gotta pray dat night . De nex ' mawnin ' yo ' git 
up an ' j is '  as plain as de nose on yore face , he reveals tuh yo ' de  very persoa. 
de very party who is tryin ' tuh harm yo ' .  

Tuh prevail ag ' inst dat , whu ' chew should do , af tah yo ' know ' im ,  aftah ' t.  
revealin ' tuh yo ' who it i s .  Yo ' make sure dat chew come in contac ' vit yore 
enemy . Take ' im  an' treat ' im, if it ' s  necessary [ to ]  such as a bottle of coke . 
Anythin ' dat he enj oys j is '  yo ' treat dis enemy . Laugh, hold ' im  j is '  as lama 
as yo ' kin talk wit ' im . Don ' hold ' im  on no per sonal conversation, j i.s 1  bold 
' im. Jis ' try tuh engage ' im an ' int ' rest [ him] in somepin dat ' s  ord 'uary. aay 
Jdnda way dat yo ' know. Now when he git s ready tuh leave yo ' ,  ready � part , 
yo ' say, "Oh , by d e  way , when am ah goin '  tuh see yo ' ag ' in? " Yo ' kDaw wba.t he 
goin' tuh say tuh yo ' .  He can ' t he ' p  but tuh say it . An' den J0 1 ll toow posi
tively he ' s  de one . He say, "Oh well , ah don ' know, but mos ' aay t:t.e . "  Well, 
anyway, if he is  not de one , . he is goin ' tuh make some date tuh .eet chew. Ah ' ll 
say, "Ah ' 11 see yo ' tuhmorrah , yo ' - ah ' 11 see yo ' suc.h-an' -sach t:J.e. Vbere yo ' 
goin ' tuh be at So-an ' -so? Ah ' ll meet chew dere . "  But di.s party, i.f he is de 



2286 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

right one , an ' which is gain ' tuh be de right one , whut he gain ' tuh say tuh yo ' 
is , "Almos ' any time . " Dat ' s  whut he is  gain ' tuh say , an ' yo ' know he ' s  de one . 
An ' yo ' knows j is '  how bad de things dat he could do tuh harm yo ' .  

( In other words , yo ' ll keep away from him after that , and you are all saved 
from the harm that he is going to do to you? ) 

Yes . 
Well , de fo ' k  [ fork ] o f  de road is where all devils meet , an ' de devi Z 's home 

dey call it , de fo ' k  of de road . 
Now , at de fo ' k  of de road , great things kin happen dere.  Now,  yo ' kin go tuh 

de graveyard on a certain night - let it be a night dark - between de 4th of de 
month an ' de 9th of de mont h ,  any time between dat certain t ime .  Yo ' have tuh 
make i t  in dat time on de dark of de night . Yo ' go tuh de graveyard an ' dey go t 
a weed dat grows dat dey call a sou [ ? ]  �[ ? ]  weed . Dat ' s  not de name of it , but 
ah 1 11 tell yo ' de name of it . De name of it is de smartweed. 

(Has it another name , too ? )  
Yeah some people calls i t  de [ an impossible word sounding like sou , sausage ] ,  

but de original name of i t  is  de smartweed . [ Several weeds are called smart . ] 
Now hit grows in places like de graveyard .  Well , all right , yo ' take dat weed 
an1 yo 1 go tuh de foot of a grave , � [ hoodoo book? ] don ' specify no certain 
grave . 

(Now wait a minute .  You have t o  take that weed when you go out at midnight 
on a dark night? ) 

[ He sees the implicat ion o f  my question . ] 
But yo ' could have locat ed where dat weed is at [ during the day] an ' on a dark 

night yo ' go out dere an ' git dat weed . It  mus ' be  gotten at night an ' yo ' git 
at de foot of a grave . An ' yo ' take yo ' a carryin ' knife [ pocketknife]  an ' yo ' 
dig yo ' up , well say , about three cupsful of dirt outa de grave . An ' yo ' takes 
dat dirt an' yo ' takes dat smartweed home an ' yo ' boil it . Yo ' boil it from a 
quart of watah down tuh ' bout a half a pint [ the magic of diminishing amount ] .  
Let it boil right down tuh half a pint . An ' yo ' take dat dirt dat yo ' got outa 
de foo t of dat grave , an ' yo ' takes dat watah of dat smartweed , an ' yo ' put it 
in dat watah in de cup an ' let it dry back out tuh dust - j is '  like it wuz . An ' 
yo ' takes dat dust an ' yo ' go tuh dat fo ' k  of de road , an ' right at de middle of 
dat fo ' k  of de road , yo ' dig yore hole in de middle of dat road an ' bury dat . 
An ' when buryin' dat dust whutevah yo ' desire , or whutevah yo ' wan ' tuh happen , 
yo ' ll be sayin' dat whilst buryin ' dat dust . If yo ' wan ' someone tuh die , if yo ' 
wan ' someone tub git hur t , if yo ' wan '  some great happiness tuh happen tuh some
one , if yo ' wan ' same good tub happen tuh dem - BUT NUTHIN GOOD KIN HAPPEN TUH 
D EM ,  NOT AT DE FO ' K  OF nAT ROAD . IT ' S  ALL BAD THINGS DAT KIN HAPPEN DERE . Nuthin 
good kin happen .  While yo ' are buryin ' dat dirt , whutevah yo ' wants of evil tub 
happen , yo ' ll bury dat dust in dere . De minute dat yo ' bury dat an ' covah it up , 
yo '  breaks de cup . An ' when yo ' breaks de cup , yo ' TAKE UP SOME DUST , P ICK IT UP 
AN 1  BLOW IT AWAY LIKE DAT [demonstrates ] right off de spot where yo ' buried it at . 

(Just like a whirlwind , it  shoot s  right away . )  
Jis ' like a whirlwind i t  shoot s  right away . Aftah dat yo ' go right home . 

Whutevah yo ' bur i ed dat dust fer , whut evah yo ' wish tuh happen , when yo ' go back 
home , inside of three days time , yo ' ll heah talk of whutevah yo ' wanted tuh hap
pen. It  done happen from three tuh five days time .  

Yes , yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard , yo ' kin git de measure of a grave dat ' s  got 
wri t in '  on de tombstone . Yo ' take yo ' fift een let tahs which is wrot e  on dat 
tombstone . Yo ' don ' want but fifteen let tahs . YO ' TAKE DE MEASURE OF DAT GRAVE . 
IF IT ' S  THREE FEET AN '  A HALF , OR IF IT ' S  S IX FEET , YO ' TAKE DAT AN '  DIVIDE DAT 
DIS  WAY . DIVIDE IT BY DE AMOUNT OF THREE . IF IT ' S  SIX FEET , YO ' MAKE IT TWO . 
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THREE TIMES TWO = SIX. AN' YO ' TAKE DOSE FIFI'EEN LETTAHS WHICH IS 01 DB TOMB
STONE AN '  PUT SIX IN DERE AS MANY TIMES AS IT ' LL GO IN DERE . YO' URDABSrA11' '!  

(NO , I DON ' T . ) 
All right , whut ah mean tuh say , is yo ' go t f ifteen lettahs off de ta.bstoae . 
(Do you cut them o ff [ the graveboard ] or  what? ) 
No , yo ' j is '  write dem o f f  on a piece of papah . I t  don ' have tuh be str.ai&ht 

readin ' [make sense ] ,  j is '  whutevah lettahs yo ' desire . Yo ' put on de lettaha 
j is ' so dere is fifteen . YO ' TAKE DOSE FIFTEEN LETTAHS AN ' WHUTEVAH DE � 
OF DAT GRAVE IS , IF IT ' S  SIX FEET , YO ' TAKE DAT AN ' DIVIDE IT IN TWO . DAT IIADS 
THREE TIMES TWO IS  SIX.  YO ' TAKE DAT S IX DAT YO ' GOT DERE AN ' SIX GO INTOB FIF
TEEN TWO TIMES AN ' THREE OVAH . PUT DAT DOWN . YO ' TAKE DAT THREE AN '  YO ' IIDLU
PLY IT , AN '  WHUTEVAH IT TOTALS TUH , YO ' TAKE DAT TOTAL AN' WEAH IT IN YORE POCDT 
A WHOLE DAY . An ' den yo ' go an ' cut it  in a piece of bran ' -new wood dat nevah 
bas b een used . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  Yo ' take dat wood whut yo ' cut it  in , an ' yo ' 
burn dat wood tuh charcoal . Yo ' take dat charcoal an ' yo ' git  yo ' a bo t t le an ' 
take dat charcoal an ' pound i t  up an ' put it  in dis bottle , yo ' undahstan ' ?  Stop 
dat bottle up an ' yo ' take yo ' fourteen drops of turpent ine an ' put ' em  in dat 
bottle . Take seven grains of corn of f a cob dat nevah b een used . Yo ' put dat 
in. Yo ' let dat s tay in dere fer three days . Yo ' take dat corn out from dat 
charcoal dust . Dat seven grains of corn , take it out an ' grin ' it up . Grin ' it 
fine an ' put it back in dere wit dat charcoal dust . Aftah dat yo ' take dat dust 
from dat coal an ' dat corn wit dat name an ' shake it up .  Anythin ' dat yo ' wan ' 
tuh do o r  wan ' tuh know, yo ' kin ast yoreself wit dat bottle . Take dat bottle 
an '  take it right in front of  yo ' an ' yo ' set down an ' ast dat bottle whut chew 
wan' a  know. I s  it true? An ' while yo ' set t in '  dere astin '  dat bottle , it  might 
be a half an hour befo ' dey come , but dey ' s comin ' tuh yo ' in a vision.  It come 
tuh yo ' j is 1  plain a s  i t  happened - in front of mah eyes . If ah wanta know where 
yo ' is at at de present t ime , ah would ast dat bo ttle where yo ' at . Jis ' keep 
astin ' , "Deah bottle" (don ' talk at whut ' s  in de bottle , j is '  de bo ttle) "where 
JO ' a t ? "  "Where yo ' at ? "  An ' it ' ll come tuh me j is '  as pla in as de nose on mah 
face , as if ah ' m  lookin ' at  dis hat [author ' s  old black hat on interviewing 
table ] . Ah ' ll git out an ' come an ' f in '  j oo .  An ' anythin ' else ah wan ' tuh 
know it ' ll tell yo ' .  It ' s  a vision , yo ' see .  

(Now there i s  j ust one point I want to clear up . After you have divided these 
uumbers by that  three , you multiply something . What do you mul t iply three t imes 
vbat ? )  

Well , yo ' go tta - s ix go intuh twelve twic e  an ' three over . Well yo ' take dat 
three an ' mult iply de twelve , yo ' undahstan ' an ' dat makes thirty-six .  

(Then what do you do with that thirty-six ,  then? ) 
Yo ' take dat thirty-s ix an ' cut dat down on dat wood . 
(That six into f ifteen goes twice and three over , and then you put thirty-six 

in that wood . )  
Dere ' s  two or three d if f ' ren ' ways dey kin git yo ' wit yore hair .  Dat' s easy .  

� o r three dey kin git yo ' .  
Now, dey kin take yore hair an ' do j is '  mos '  anythin ' except kill yo ' . Sa.e 

peoPle dey ' ll kill , if dey brains are no t s trong , but dey ' ll run yo ' .as ' [.astl� 
crazy . 

De f irs ' thing dat a person do wit yore hair is , if dey git it oata de .ale of 
yore haid , r ight outa de mole of yore haid . She don' wanta bar. 1 t., j is 1  wanta 
-ke ' im love her . She wanta make yo ' love her or he want a make JO ' git ahaid . 
Ah wanta drive yo ' away from home . Ah wanta keep yo ' wit a auffahin' haidache , 
aomep in of  dat kind . Whut dey goin ' tuh do i f  dey wanta keep yo ' vit a haidache? 
Dey ' ll take dat hair outa yore haid . Dey take a bran' -nev pocket ban' ke ' chuf . 
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Dey ' ll go git five cents worth of livah outa de market an ' dey beat dat livah up 
de same as hash . Yo ' take dat hair an ' yo ' put dat hair in about half a pint of 
watah an ' boil dat hair an ' allow all de watah to boil away from dat hair . Yo ' 
take dat bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' dat raw livah dat ' s  been cut , an ' yo ' 
put dat hair in dat bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf , an ' take dat raw livah an ' put 
dat in dere on top of it . Yo ' t ie it up an ' yo ' let dat set two days , forty
eight hours . Aftah forty-eight hours yo ' take dat outa dere an ' po ' it in a 
rusty tin can, anything dat , any kinda rusty vessel , an ' po ' it in dere . An ' yo ' 
take dat bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' yo ' wash it clean , clean , clean . Yo ' 
take dat watah whut chew wash it wit an ' put in dat same rusty can . Write chure 
name nine times vit a indelible pencil on dis bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf . Yo ' 
write it  three times dis way an ' three times dat way - [double cross J . Yo ' take 
dat pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' go back tub dis rusty can an ' put dat pocket han ' ke ' 
chuf down in dis rusty can. Yo ' kin take dry ashes an ' put in dere an ' dry dat 
up , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' yo ' bury dat .  An ' de dry dust from dat livah when it 
rot s ,  an' when dat hair rots , an ' dat ashes gits dry , from beginnin ' time until 
de dryah it gits 1  de mo ' yore haid it will hurt chew. Mo '  dan likely it ' ll run 
yo ' crazy or kill yo ' .  

Now, dey got a relief fer dat , see . If yo ' don ' git no relief , quite natchly 
[naturally] , no doubt it ' ll kill yo ' .  

Now, de relief from dat is dat yo ' may go find some woman dat knows [howJ tub 
git rid of all dat . Yo ' gotta get dat outa yore system .  Yo ' know dere is somepin 
dat yo 1 can1 t detect , but dere is somepin wrong . Whut yo ' do den? Yo ' done git 
certain kinda plants or whutevah is good fer haidaches , but nuthin cures it . Yo ' 
know dere must be somepin unsoun ' . Whut chew do den? Yo ' go tub de market an ' 
git yo' a nickel ' s  worth of  livah . Yo ' take dat livah an ' yo ' beat  it up de same 
identical way1 but yo ' don1 t bury it . Yo ' take dat livah an ' yo ' take yo ' about 
fo ' drops of spirits of ammonia , de same stuff dat yo ' is supposed tub take fer a 
haidache 1 �ut dat wit dat livah . Yo ' take dat livah an ' yo ' bandage dat up in a 
bandage an yo ' weah it right in front of yore haid when yo ' go tub baid at night. 
Yo ' tie it down undah here , undah yore neck , an ' de nex ' mawnin ' when yo ' git up . 
Yo ' git up de next mawnin ' an ' yo ' git yo ' a papah bag or anythin ' prepared tuh 
put it in, vit ' out seein ' it . Yo ' don ' wanta see . All right , yo ' untie dese 
knots  an 1 yo1 shut chure eyes an ' yo ' take it off from ovah yore haid . An ' yo ' 
put it in de bag an' wrap it up , but yo ' don ' t wanta see it . An ' take a runnin ' 
stream of watah an' turn yore back, yo ' see , an ' yo ' say , "WHATEVAH BE WRONG , LET 
IT BE GONE , " an ' throw it in dat runnin ' stream of watah an ' befo ' yo ' git back 
home , yo ' will feel yore haidache has lef ' chew. Inside of nine days yo ' won ' t 
have a bit mo '  haidache dan yo ' got rigqt now . Bet chew ain ' t got any . Oat ' s  
tub relieve it . De same way almos ' dat i L 1 S  done , dat cures it . 

Well , now yo ' take a person ' s urinata an ' yo ' take yo ' fourteen bran ' -new 
needles dat ' s  nevah been used - dat ' s n;,.tah been sewed wit .  Yo ' take fourteen 
bran ' -new pins dat ' s  nevah been used an ' yo ' take a bran ' -new bottle dat ' s  nevah 
been used . Yo ' put chure urinate in dat bottle an ' stop it up . Don ' put de pins 
in it . Let dat stay until it comes up - ' fume , yo ' undahstan ' ,  until it begins 
tub stink . When it begins to stink , yo ' j is '  put three needles in dere de firs ' 
time an ' three pins , dat ' ll leave yo ' eleven out of de fourteen.  Oat ' s  de first 
step . All right , de nex ' , yo ' take de  whole ' !even - de whole ' !even of each one 
of dose , de eleven needles an ' eleven pins . Yo ' git dat bottle stopped back up . 
Yo ' pin ' im j is '  as clo se in a bran ' -new piece of cloth as  yo ' possibly kin. � 
of de  needles by demself in a piece of cloth , a bran ' -new piece of cloth an ' de 
pins dis way .  Yo ' put ' em  down an ' yo ' set dat bottle on top of dem .  Den yo ' 
make yore wish . Aftah yo ' make yore wish, yo ' walk away while makin ' yore wish . 
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Make yore wish an ' come back . An ' take dese needles out of dere aa' vr.ap ' ea  up , 
j is '  like dey ' re stan ' in '  up an ' put dem down in dat bottle . Pu� de needles dovn 
in dat bottle . Whutevah , whoevah it is , yo ' take dere name . Yo ' ll  oal.y aeed de 
name one t ime .  Yo ' wr ite dat name on a bran ' -new p iece o f  dat sa.e clo�la. bran' 
new cloth,  wit de indelible pencil , somepin dat will stay , won' ca.e off,  a bran 1 -
new indelible pencil . Aftah dat o n  dere,  put dat name down in dat bo��1e . BOw, 
af tah yo ' put it in dere,  stop it back up . Yo ' don ' wan '  de person tub d�e. ba� 
chew wan ta punish ' em . If yo ' want dem tuh die , well , it ' ll kill ' em  r� off . 
If yo ' should no t want ' em  tuh die ,  af tah yo ' got ' em  in dat bottle an' fa11 of 
control o f  ' em - yo ' g o  an ' git an aig , if de watah gon ' a stop on yo ' .  Yo ' 10� 
it fer de contro l ,  if watah gon ' a  stop o n  yo ' .  Ever ' once in a while ,  yo 1  .ake 
.e suffah kinda like chokin ' a man . Yo ' open dat bottle up , yo ' see , an '  da� 
bottle gits air an ' dat gives ' im  relief . If yo ' wanta make ' im  go back tub 
auffahin ' , yo ' stop dat bottle up . 

Now ,  if yo ' wanta kill ' em, yo ' take dat bottle an ' yo ' bury [ it ]  somewhere 
dat yo ' make sure dat he ' s  go in ' tuh walk ovah . An ' yo ' bury dat bottle same
where he ' s  gotta walk ovah , even at de foot o f  ' is s teps or down by de lef ' -ban '  
aide o f  ' is steps . Anywhere dat he ' s  go in ' tuh walk ovah, yo ' bury it . D e  day 
dat he walks ovah dat bo ttle , he ' s  nevah a well man no mo ' .  He ' s  a daid man . 

Yo ' kin do dat wit a photograph . Ah kin take yore photograph an ' wr ite yore 
name nine t imes - three t imes . Write it nine t imes dis way . Nine times ' cross 
dat way . Nine t imes ' cro s s  dat way [ demons trates ] .  

(Double deck? ) 
Double deck . 
(Double cross? ) 
[The name is wr itten 3 t imes , 3 t imes . ]  
Dat ' s  right . Take yor e pho tograph an ' git me some lampblack . Take de bottom 

of de pho tograph , no t de fac e ,  de bo ttom o f  it an ' paint dat wit dat lampblack . 
(Back of the photograph? ) 
Back o f  de photograph . When it gits dry enough tuh p ick up , de back of yore 

name , p ick up dat papah dat ah ' ve go t wrote dere . Pick it up . Aftah ah pick da� 
papah up - ah p icks dat papah up like dis wit de photograph [ demons trates ] ,  bring 
it up an ' turn it up like dat . Ah ' ve got yore p ichure fac e  down . Ah grab mah 
han '  out from undah it an ' let de p ichure fall . 

(It  falls with the name still down and your face down? ) 
Yore face - de name ' s  on top an ' de face of de p ichure is down . 
(This name is on top o f  the pho tograph,  o f  the face? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(The name is down over the face . The face is down , too ? )  

De face is down , but here ah p ick it up . See , ah take de face of de picbure 
[demonstrates ] . 

(And turn it up . )  
De back - de bo ttom o f  de p ichur e is painted , yo ' undahstan ' .  Here ' s  de papah 

� here . All right . 
(The name is up or down? ) 
De name is up . 
(The name is up . Oh , all right . And then when this photograph soea down, the 

face is on the name? ) 
No , de back is on de name . Ah ' ve got de back pa int ed . Ah' ve go� de back of 

4e pichur e painted wit dat lampblack . 
(All right , I understand . )  
Here ' s  de p ichure here an ' here ' s  de papah here wit de uaae on i� . A11 right , 

ab got de p ichur e up in mah han ' an ' dis is de back of it , vi� de ta.pblack on it 
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here . Well , ah put dat down dere . 
(Does the lampblack touch the name? ) 
Yeah , j is '  touchin ' de name . De lampblack is touchin ' de name . Den ah put 

de face of de pichure up . Ah pick dis pichure up like dis [ d emonstrates ] wit de 
name undahneat ' . Ah turn it up like dat . 

(Turn it over and put the face down? ) 
Put de face down an' press mah han '  on it like dat . 
(The name gets the lampblack ,  but the face o f  the picture is down? ) 
Put de face of de  pichure down an ' de name is down , too . De name is touchin ' 

de lampblack . 
( I  understand now. ) 
Dey both is down den , now . Well , all right . Aftah ah do da t ,  ah take dat -

ah let dat stay dere an' ah walk back an ' ah git s me three drops of blood from 
any kinda live animal - anythin ' live . Git three drops of blood an ' ah come back 
an ' ah take dat , right where de centah of dat papah an ' de cro ss is , an ' ah ' ll 
drop one drop dere . An' ah take de othah cornah an ' ah drop one drop dere, an ' 
ah come back an '  drop one r ight dere - right straight acro s s  dere . 

(ONE DROP OF BLOOD EACH IN THE OPPOS ITE CORNERS AND ONE OF THEM IN THE CENTER 
OF THE PICTURE .  I understand . )  

Den ah take dat an ' ah fole dat up . 
(Now, wait a minute .  Now here ' s  your photograph down here . In this corner 

is a drop of blood , and in the center is a drop of blood , and in the oppo site 
corner catercornered is ano ther drop of blood . Now you fold that . How do you 
fold that ? )  

All right , heah ' s d e  papah . 
(Here ' s  the photograph . )  
Ah takes dis heah an ' fold it right dere [ demonstrates ] .  
(You fold that end over to the cent er . )  
Tuh de centah, yeah [ demonstrates ] .  
(Then you fold that end to the cent er . The four corner s are fo lded to the 

center . )  
All right . Ah take dis f irs ' cornah dat ah had down an ' bend it ovah . Ah 

take dis cornah heah an' ben '  dat ovah de same way . An ' ben '  dat ovah ag ' in de 
same way . 

(You do that twice? )  
Twice . An '  ah pick dat up . See? Take it o f f  dat pichure . 
(Take it off the picture . )  
Take it off  de pichure . All right , af tah ah take dat off dat p ichure , it ' ll 

[ lampblack ' ll ]  come off . Dat lampblack ain ' t go in ' tuh hol ' tight , j is '  p ick it 
up , dat ' s all . 

(You p ick up this piece of paper with your name on it? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Af tah ah take dat off dere , ah leave dat p ichure down - leave 

de  p ichure right dere , leave dat down . Ah' ve go t dat name an ' whut ah wan ' wit 
dat blood on it . Ah take dat an ' ah take dat pichure ag ' in an ' ah take me a dark 
piece of rag . A black piece of rag , yo ' undahstan ' ,  real dark , an ' ah put it  
ovah dat p ichur e .  When ah ' ll be put tin '  dat ovah dat pichure , ah ' ll b e  sayin' , 
1 1Nevah tuh be seen no mo '  , nevah tuh be  seen no mo '  , nevah tuh be  seen no mo ' • 1 1  
Ah put dat name dere on dat p ichure ag ' in an ' ah go t me a big p iece of rag dere 
an ' ah fol ' dat ovah dere [ saying ] , 1 1Nevah tuh be seen no mo ' , nevah tuh be seen 
no mo ' , nevah tuh be seen no mo ' • " De same way , 11Nevah tuh be  seen no mo ' • 1 1  
Dat ' s when ah ' m  foldin ' dat rag whut ah ' ve go t dere , yo ' undahstan ' . 

(Just as you folded the paper ? ) 
Jis ' as ah fo lded de papah . 
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(With the four corner s to the center and you do it twice . )  
Do it twice . All right , now yo ' hol ' dat rag ovah dat pichure . 
(You already have that p ic ture in this dark rag ? ) 

Yes , wit dat rag ovah dat pichure . 
[ His Pag sounds like Pag , once like Page . ] 
( I  understand . )  
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Now , ah ain ' t nevah gain '  tub see d i s  pichure no mo ' .  Don ' wanta see dis 
pichure no mo ' .  Ah ' m  sayin ' da t an ' ah ' m  doin '  dat , "Don ' wanta see it no ., • . "  
Al1 right , aftah ah git it wrapped up , ah take dat pichure an ' set it dere befo ' 
� an ' fold it up in dat dark rag . 

(Fold the photograph up . )  
"Nevah tub be seen no mo ' , nevah tub be seen no mo '  , [ a  third time ] . "  Nov ah 

take dat an ' ah git me a li ' le box, a li ' le wooden box , an ' befo ' ah nail dat up , 
seal dat up in dat wooden box , ah make mah wish of whutevah ah want s tub happen. 
If it ' s  death , if it ' s  sorrows an ' trials an ' tr ibulat ions through lif e .  Whut
evah ah want s tub happen , ah make mah wish . If ah ' m  gain ' tub glue dat box , ah 
&lues it an ' if ah ' m  na ilin ' it , ah nails it up , sayin ' dat whutevah ah want s tuh 
bappen .  Aftah ah do dat ah ' m  go t tub give dis box away , see . An ' de way ah 'm 
soin' tub g ive it away , ah ' m  gain '  tub take dat box - ah ' m  ga in ' tub take dat 
pichure outa dat box af tah nine days . See? Ah leaves dat in dere nine days . 
Aftah nine days , evah day at a certain t ime , yo ' kin sp ecify yor e  own time , � 
10 ovah tub de box an ' make yor e wish . An ' af tah de ninth day yo ' kin take dat 
out . Take dat out an ' yo ' ll bury dat pichure face down in dat rag . An ' de box 
dat j is '  have it in , yo ' have tub wrap it up in a piece o f  papah like a package , 
yo '  undahstan ' ,  an ' put it down somewhere where somebody ga in '  tub pick it up . 
Dey thinks dat dey got a surpr i s e ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  An 1 when dey open dat box , 
dat star t s  evahthin ' - dat part y  dat whut evah yo ' want s tub happen . Dat part y  
dere h e  verif ies evahthin ' ,  H E  GIVE YO ' POWAH TUH D O  IT . De party dat f in '  dat 
box , when he opens dat box an ' looks on dat box , dat makes whutevah yo ' wished , 
aive it powah . 

(Your wishes will come true . That help ' s  with the wish . ) 
(What do you do about black candles ? )  

A black candle is a dangerous candle , a black candle is a very dangerous 
candle . An ' dey have a white candle , a red candle , a black candle an ' a green 
candle . An ' each o f  dose candles go t a gr eat meanin ' tub dem . 

Now , dey have de candles - de green candles dat ' s  nex ' tub de black candle . 
De black candle is de wor s t . Ah kin take a black candle - ah kin take 17 drops 
of cleah , cleah watah an ' a black candle , an ' ah put dat watah in a vase - a li ' le 
vial , put dat black candle down in· it , j is '  dem 17 drops , an ' l ight dat candle 
an' make mah wish , wit yor e name undah it . Wr ite yore name j is '  one t ime ,  � 
it undah dat glass , put de 17  drops of watah in dere . Wr ite yo ' name undahneat ' 
dere , undahneat '  de glass , an ' put d e  17 drop s of watah in de glass , an ' put de 
candle in dere , light dat candle an ' wish . Whut evah ah wish tub happen euh yo ' 
will happen . Now ,  ah ' ve got plenty else tub do tub dat yet . Now, ah '• aoin '  
tub make dat wish wit dat candle lit . Aftah mah wish ah ' ve go t ' a  let dat caDdle 
stay dere f er a f ew days burnin ' . 

Now , a f tah Jat candle set s dere all night tuhnight , perhaps until nez '  .. vnin ' 
at perhaps seven or eight a ' clock , it ' s  liable tub be burnt purtty [ pretty] neah 
out , down tub de wax yo ' undahstan ' .  Well now , de watah will be gone . De watah 
'ri.ll be dried up . Each t ime dat wax falls down , dat wa tah will be dried up ,  will 
be destroyed , will be gone . Well now , when dat candle burns out , vbut yo ' gotta 
do ,  have yo ' a li ' le wick , any kinda wool . Make a li 1 le bole iD dat vaz an' re
set dat . Let it burn . It ' ll burn . Res et it an ' f iz  it up . Yo 1 kin g it chew a 
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wick out of anothah candle an ' set it in dere . But it ' s  gotta burn fer three 
days . Dat wax will be lef ' dere j is '  a s  long as yo ' make it burn , undahstan ' ,  
ovah an ' ovah wit de wick . Af tah it burns dem three days , den yo ' take dat out . 
Yo ' take dat wax out an ' yo ' take yore trey of heart s  out of a deck of card s .  

(Trey o f  heart s ? )  
Out o f  a bran ' -new deck o f  cards , take d e  trey o f  hear t s . Yo ' take dat wax 

an ' yo ' smeah dat vax all ovah dat trey of heart s ,  so dat yo ' can ' t see none of 
de red part at  all , none of de  print in ' on de card . Af tah yo ' do dat , yo ' take 
now dat trey of heart s  got a three on it . NOW WHUTEVAH YO ' WANTS TUH DO YO ' GOTTA 
WORK BY THREE . See? Takes yo ' three days tub burn de candle . See whut ah mean? 
An ' yo ' go git chew f ive cent s worth of beef tongue an ' yo ' take dat beef tongue 
an ' yo ' put s thirty-one bran ' -new pins in it . Yo ' take dat wax an ' de card - yo ' 
takes dat card up j is '  l ike it wuz here . Have a pin.  Put dat down ovah dose 
p ins an ' dat beef tongue . S t ick de p ins in de beef tongue like - de tongue is 
ovah. Dat makes de pins be up . Yo ' take dat trey of hear t s  which has got de 
wax ovah it , an ' put dat down ovah de pins . 

(The pins come up through the trey of hear t s ? ) 
De pins come up through de trey of hear t s . De po int s of de p ins come up 

through de trey of heart s .  Now, yo ' got 3 1  pins , but not evah pin dat ' s  in dere 
ain' t gain ' in dat trey of hear t s , becuz yo ' got too many of ' em. Now , de p ins 
dat goes in dat trey of hear t s , evah one of dose pins dat goes in dat trey of 
hear t s , dem ' s de pins dat yo '  wanta use . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  All right . Yo ' re 
givin' yore candle powah . All right , yo ' lets da t trey of hear t s  stay dere 
through three days ag ' in .  Oat ' s  de length an ' dat ' s  de powah . An ' IT ' S  WORKED 
BY THREE . It has tub stay dere three days ag ' in . An ' den yo ' take out de amount 
o f  pins dat went through dat trey of hear t s  in dat wax . Yo ' take dem out an ' lay 
' em  aside.  If it be f ifteen or nineteen or whutevah amount it is , yo ' lay ' em  
ovah yondah . D e  rest of de pins - j is '  like dey are in de trey of hear t s  wit de 
wax , yo ' fold ' em right up , an ' wrap it up in any kinda cloth . It don ' make any 
diff ' rence ' bout cloth now , an ' yo ' throw it away like dat . Yo ' throw dat away, 
not lookin ' where it goes . Oat ' s  when yo ' wanta throw somebody away WIT DE POWAH 
OF DE P INS DAT YO ' GOT LEF ' HERE . See , yo ' throw dat away . An ' DE MINUTE DAT 
YO ' THROW DAT AWAY , YO ' GIVE DESE P INS POWAH UP YONDAH TUH DO DE SAME THING DAT 
YO ' DONE DONE AN ' YO ' CAN THROW A PERSON AWAY DE SAME WAY . All right , yo ' take 
dese p ins heah now . AH WANTA DO SOMEP IN BAD TUH YUH . TUH GIT DE POWAH , AH ' LL 
GIT ME A BLACK CANDLE AN ' WHEN DAT BURNS OUT OAT ' S  DOUBLE POWAH TUH DO JIS ' WHUT 
AH WAN ' TUH DO . 

All right . Ah 'm  gain ' tub set mah candle on yo ' now ag ' in. Ah go git me a 
black candle . Whutevah ah want s tub do - mah wishes - ah take one of dose p ins 
an ' ah press dat pin up in dat candle . Undahstan ' ?  

(On the s ide or in the bo ttom? ) 
In de bottom o f  dat candle , an ' ah sets dat candle wit yore name ag ' in right 

on it , but dat pin ' s got de powah . 
(Just one p in? ) 
One p in,  don ' use but one . Yo ' got dese othahs fer whutevah yo ' want ' s  tub do 

ag ' in .  Dat one p in.  Now, af tah doin ' dat - yo ' done work it by three already : 
yo ' done work it wit de third day ; yo ' done work it wit de trey of hear t s . Yo ' 
set dat candle an ' yo ' make yore wish , if it ' s  death or whutevah it is , fer three 
days as ' in . An ' yo ' ve gotta relight it de same way wit dat candle . I t ' s  gain ' 
tub burn down tub dat pin , an ' yo ' ga in ' tub leave da t pin in der e .  But use dat 
same li ' le wick . Yo ' have tub g it one an ' reset it . Yo ' set it fer de third 
day . An ' af tah de third day , yore wishes , whutevah is tub happen will happen . 
Positively happen wit de black candle . 
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(What do you do with the pin? ) 
Well , aftah dat yo ' kin throw dat away , aftah anythin ' doue happeD wba� yo '  

wanta happen . An '  becuz yo ' got pins plenty tuh do elsewhere vi� cle bla&:k c:aJIIIll.e .  
(You can use those for other things on later occasions? ) 
Fer latah occasions . 
(That pin gives you power and then you throw the pin away? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(One Sunday morning ? )  
Yes , one Sunday morning . My wife an ' ah decided we ' d  go ovah tuh �h de 

saints , which w� did . 
(Do what? ) 
Go ovah tuh de church an ' wash up de saints . 
(Wash them up? What do you mean by that ? )  
Go an ' pray tuh de saints .

-

( I  see . You say to �sh them? Wash them up? )  
Watah 'em up . 
(Watah them up . )  
Ah didn ' t know St . Raymond at de time wuz a evil workah . 
( S t . Raymond was an evil saint ? )  
No , ah didn ' t know he wuz an evil saint . So ah went ovah dat Sunday mawnin ' , 

.ah wife an ' ah , an ' go t down an ' prayed tuh St . Raymond . An '  ah made ' im prom
ises whut ah wuz goin ' tuh do an ' so on . We goes on back home an ' eat s  breakfas11 
an ' mah wif e  she stayed at home an ' ah walked out . Ah went on tuh a gamblin ' 
place ,  went tuh gamblin ' .  Ah promised ' im some good things ah wuz goin ' tuh do , 
yo 1 undahstan ' .  All right , ah gambled all day dat day until about five a ' clock . 
Five a ' clock dey came an ' dey raided de house an ' we all went tuh j ail . So of 
cour se we paid five dollahs tuh git out . So , comin ' on home at night - we came 
out about eleven a ' clock dat night - mah wife said , "Well , yo ' had no business 
tuh go dere .  Yo ' went tuh church dis mawnin ' , yo ' ought ' ve come on home . "  AH 
SAY , "YES , AH MADE DAT SAINT A PROMISE AN '  HE PUT ME IN DAT BAD LUCK . "  J I S ' SAY
IN DAT AS A JOKE , YO ' UNDAHSTAN' ,  NOT KNOWIN ' IT ' S  TRUE . BUT AH J IS ' SAID IT 
OUT LOUD [AND THE SAINT HEART HIM ! ] .  De nex ' two days aftahwards , ah goes back 
tuh de saint an ' ah makes anothah wish . De same way ah did , ah done it dat night . 
Ah went tuh a speakea sy dat night an ' we wuz gamblin ' an ' havin ' fun , an ' dat 
saint went back on me . Mah wife an ' ah den began tuh squabble , began tuh quarr� 
didn ' t know whut it wuz . Dat saint done cuzes somebody tuh git me in mischief -
vho somevah i t  wuz - becuz me an ' mah wife did argufy about any li ' le thing . We 
vuz all de t ime do in ' da t .  She wuz workin ' an ' ah wuz workin ' on what yo 1 call 
de welfare ,  yo ' know. Ah had some days home an ' some days off , yo ' undabatan' .  
So ,  we ' d  argue an ' we ' d  squabble . An ' it happ ened on one day ah had off . M&b 
vife ,  she worked evah day , but me an ' mah wife we would argue a t  night . CouldD' � 
do nuthin wit us . Nobody could do nuthin wit us . Couldn ' t  give u s  no k1Dda aa�
isfaction . So , ah say , "Well , ah ' m  goin ' to move . "  Where ah wuz rooaiD' a� de 
time , she an ' ah wuz ruined j is '  complet ely , yo ' undahstan ' .  So , abe bad a habi� 
of comin ' in an ' out of our room .  So , mah wife an ' ah begin tuh pack !P •  Ah 
vuz goin ' tuh go one way an ' she wuz go in ' tuh go anothah . But vhlle ah waz 
packin' up ah found a li ' le vial like ah got now, wit some red-lookin1 staff in 
it . Ah looked at dat stuff an ' ah say , "Whut is dis ? " Ah say �uh ' er .  She say, 
"Ah don ' know,  yo ' musta put it dere . "  Ah hadn ' t  seen nuthin like da� befo ' .  
Jis ' dat t ime a son o f  mine walked in·. He say , "Yo ' all ough� tab be asb.aed of 
yore selves , quarrelin ' an ' havin ' evahbody s tan ' in '  outside an' Lookin '  up . "  Ah 
say , "Well , ah don ' care ,  dis  woman j is '  tantilize me tuh dea�h . "  Ah vuz lookin ' 
at dat stuff an ' he say , "Whut ' s  dat yo ' got on yore ban ' ?" Ah say, "Ah don ' 
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know. Ah j is '  faun ' i t  ovah dere in mah clothes an ' things . "  He looked at it  
an ' he  say , "Jesus Christ , !!!!!.• dat ' s  wa.r watah. " Ah say , "war watah. " He say , 
"Yes . "  Ah say , "Whut de devil ' s  dat fer ? "  He say ,  "No wondah yo ' all quarrelin ' 
an ' stan ' in '  aroun ' here . "  De minute he say dat , mah wife say , "Whut is  de mat
tab wit us fer truth? " An ' it  looks like j is ' de minute he say tub me Wl" watah , 
dat j is ' woke me up - yo ' undahstan ' ,  reliefed me . Dat wuz about eight a ' clock 
at night an ' she looked mah way ,  ah looked ' er way .  So we kinda calmed down an ' 
stayed dere dat night , an ' kinda reconciled ourselfs an ' got ourselfs tuhgethah . 
So de nex ' mawnin' de pharmist  [pharmacist ] at de  drug s tore , ah carried dat tub 
' im  an ' ast ' i.m.  whut it wuz . He looked at it  an ' looked at it an ' sa id , "Who yo ' 
goin 1 tub hann wit dis ? Yo ' haven ' t  go t an enemy . Yo 1 r e  lucky . It ' s  a wondah 
yo ' ain ' t done killed somebody . " Ah say , "Ah done heard whut de s tuff wuz , but 
whut is dis? " Well he say , "Dat stuff whut yo ' call war watah. Dat ' s  tub make 
yo ' fight an' raise hell , boy . "  He say , "Dere is some mo ' stuff ag ' ins t dat in 
dere . "  Ah say, "Well , whut is  dat ? "  He say, "Well , ah don ' know but ah kin see 
dere ' s  somepin else in it . It ' s  no t altuhgethah wa.r watah . Tell yo ' whut yo ' 
kin do . It ' ll cost chew $ 1 . 35 so yo ' kin have it  analyzed , an ' yo ' ll know whut ' s  
in dere an ' where ' ll git chew [ where it will git c:hew = what it will do to you] . "  

So ah kept dat stuff fer about eight days an ' den ah went down an ' had it 
analyzed an' it wuz sent off . [Sent off is the only thing I do not b elieve about 
the story . This is a plain swindle . ]  Dis is de facts . Dere ' s  a man right up 
here now about eight or ten b locks from here dat will verify de statements j is '  
as ah1m sayin' ' em . When dat stuff come back, whut it  stated . It  had "concen
trated l;ye , carbolic acid" an ' stuff dat chew call devi Z 's ho!'seshoe !'oot .  Had 
deviZ 's ho.rseshoe !'oot in it . Dat de devil ,  see . [ This is my only examp le of 
deviZ 's horseshoe �ot. ] An ' dey had somepin else in dere dat didn ' t show, but 
dere wuz auothah ingredient in dere . So dey wro te me . Ah kept dat let tah dere 
f er a good long while - an ' ast  me whut wuz de idea o f  puttin ' all dat ingredi
ents in dere . But ah didn ' t put ' em in dere . So ah sent it  back tub de drug 
s tore an ' dat man laughed at me an ' say , "Wherevah yo ' are at , yo ' d  bettah b e  
careful , j i s '  move away from dere . "  Ah say , "Ah did , but ah can ' t imagine who 
mah enemies are . "  An ' dat ' s  whut ah experienced about dat wa.r watah . 

[The preceding story about having a c:unj� package or bottle analyzed by a 
druggist is a treasure . This was my second experience with the pract ice,  my first 
one having occurred in Virginia will be found in volume one o f  HOODOO . I b elieve 
I refer to it somewhere els e .  If I eventually find the reference,  I shall write 
it in here by hand . By the way that letter o f  analys is I do not b elieve . My in
formant has an agile mind . But fundamentally what he says is true . ] 

Now, dere ' s plenty of times when a man looks at a man an ' likes ' im right off . 
Plenty of times a man looks at a man an ' don ' like him .  Whut yo ' would do is git 
tub know ' im,  git ' is name . Aftah yo ' git ' is name an ' [ then] take an ' git chew 
a coconut . J i s '  as ah said b efo ' , dat ' s  a wondahful thing . Yo ' take yore he 
coconut an ' yo ' write dis man ' s  name , an ' yo ' leave de watah in dis coconut dis 
time . Don ' take de watah out . Git chew a he coconut an ' write dis man ' s  name 
three times , but on three dif f ' ren ' pieces of papah an ' j is ' put dat - evah three 
hours apart - in dat coconut . Aftah yo ' put de third p iece in dere , yo ' take 
yore stoppah an ' yo ' s top dis coconut up . An ' yo ' shake it  up good . Dat night 
yo ' shake it up an ' de nex ' mawnin ' yo ' git  up an ' yo ' bust dat coconut . Yo ' 
bust dat coconut an ' yo ' take d e  watah out of it , an ' yo ' put it in a li ' le bot
tle ; anythin ' dat yo ' wanta , yo 1  know, j is '  in ordah dat yo ' kin po ' it  down 
Where yo ' kin walk ovah it . An ' yo ' take his name which yo ' got wrot e  three 
times an ' yo ' put one in yore lef ' shoe an ' one in yor e  right sho e ,  an ' yo ' take 
de othah one an ' put it in de band of yore hat .  All right . Befo 1 yo ' git through 
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wit 1 im 1 yo ' write yore name three times . Now, don ' chew do nuthin wit yore name 
yet .  Jis ' wr ite yore name three times on a diff ' ren '  piece of papah. Bow vben 
yo ' git where yo ' goin ' tuh make it , where he go in ' tuh stan ' or walk. yo 1  put 
dat vatah outa dat coconut down dere - j i s '  de watah . Yo ' ain ' t goin' tuh say 
.athin tuh ' im .  Yo ' ain ' t goin ' tuh ast ' im  fo ' no j ob .  Aftah yo ' do dat yo ' 
80 on back home . Now, yo ' take his name out of yore shoe . Yo ' done walked dere 
wit de name in de shoe . Yo ' go back home an ' yo ' take his name out of dis shoe 
an' twi st it up tuhgethah an ' put it up in de toe of yore shoe . An ' take it out 
of dis one an ' twist up an ' put it up in de toe of yore shoe . 

(Your name? )  
Yeah , yore name an ' ' is name tuhgethah . Yo ' got ' is name on a piec e  of papah 

three times an ' yo ' got yo re name on a piece of papah three times . Yo ' twist dat 
!P an ' yo ' ball it up an ' put it up in de toe of yore shoe . Now he done walked 
a.ah dat coconut [water ] . 

(WHAT ABOUT THE NAME IN THE HAT ? )  
Wait a minute ! [AT LEAST THIS I S  EVIDENCE THAT I AM FOLLOWING CLOSELY HIS 

EVERY WORD ! ] Yo ' take do se two names in de hat dat yo ' go dere , yore name an ' 
' is  name , an ' yo ' fol ' dem up an ' put dem right back in de hat j is '  like dey are. 
An '  goin ' down dere de nex ' mawnin ' , walk in, "Good mawnin ' . "  He say , "Good 
.. wnin ' . "  Yo ' go right on, "Would dere be any po ssible chance dis mawnin ' of 
&ittin ' a j ob ?  Is dere any possible chance dat chew could use anothah man dis 
.. wnin ' ? "  He say , " S tick aroun ' awhile , ah might be able tuh do somepin fo ' :yo ' . "  
All right . "When ah come back? , "  yo ' say . He say , "Well , yo ' might come back 
blbmorrah an ' ah might do somepin fer yo ' . " An ' as yo ' leave dere , yo '  look 
aroun '  an ' yo ' see some fellahs yo ' wanta j o in , some fellahs da t got a j ob an ' 
zo '  might like tuh git hold of . Befo ' yo ' git away from dere , yo ' try tuh find 
out dat fellah ' s  name . Yo ' got de spirit of dis boss already . Yo ' try tuh fin '  
dat fellah ' s name whut chew wan ' a j ob from [whose j ob you want ] . All right , yo '  
&it ' is name an ' yo ' go back . Yo ' take ' is name an ' write ' is name down nine 
times - j is '  nine times straight off , nine t imes - an ' yo ' fold it j is '  like dis . 
Bvah time yo ' fold it , git it right on ' is name . Fold it nine times an ' evah 
time yo ' fold it yo ' be sayin ' dis word , "Mah j ob ,  mah j ob ,  mah j ob . "  An ' fold 
it nine times , an ' take da t piece of papah an ' yo ' fold it up tight . Aftah yo ' 
cot it folded , yo ' fold it ovah ag ' in an ' take a piece of string an ' yo ' tie it 
!2· Yo ' go back de  nex ' mawnin ' an ' whut chew do . Yo ' take da t piece of papah 
whut is tied up an ' look all roun ' an ' fin'  some p lace - de cuspidor or anythin ' 
yo '  leave it dere , drop it in de cuspidor . If yo ' don ' t go tuh work da t day , ah 
bet chew on de third or fourth mawnin ' dat man will put chew tuh work , an ' take 
dat man ' s  j ob an ' g ive it tuh yo ' .  

Ah guess dere is no money tuh be made now nowhere . [This was during the Great 
Depression . ]  Ah kin fix [ dress ] a house ins ide of two days time where yo ' can' t 
hardly git  in it , an ' dere won ' t be nobody go in dere . 

Dat same thing whut ah told yo ' a while ago , dat smartroo t ,  dat works fer .any, 
.. ny dif f ' ren ' things . Ah take dat smartroo t ,  git about as much of it as will 
.. ke ' bout five gallons of watah . Ah let dat wa tah set . Ah want dat watah tub 
set af tah ah boil it down wit de smartroot . Aftah ah take de smartroot outa it , 
ah let da t watah sour . Af tah dat wa tah sour , ah put a stoppah in de can. It 
won 1 sour wit de stoppah in it , but if yo ' leave it op en it ' ll  sour . Well. now 
ah got me three gallons of watah off de smartroo t sourin ' an ' vben it sours ,  ah 
stop it up .  Ah go tuh de drug store an' ah git me some cinnamon . Ah git me a 
poun ' of sugah fer evah gallon of dat watah . Put dat sugah in each gallon of 
watah . Ah put about nine drops of cinnamon in each one of dose &allons of watah . 
Ah shake dat up well , well , well . Ah take me a box of Epsom salts an1 ah take me 
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fo ' bottles of beer dat yo ' drink .  Ah take de Epsom salt s  an ' dis beer an ' ah 
stir it up tuhgethah . Ah let dat set ovahnight .  Aftah it sets ovahnight , de 
nex ' mawnin '  ah take dat an ' ah git me a full can of dis malt , whut chew make 
beer out o f . Ah stir dat up but ah ' m  not goin ' tuh stir  dat up wit none of dat 
ingredients .  Ah stir dat up by itself . It lathahs . An ' so aftah it lathahs , 
aftah it ma shes , it ' ll be too much tuh put in dere ;  but ah ' m  goin ' tuh put a 
gallon of watah wit evah gallon of dat malt watah . Ah take dat Epsom salts-an '  
a h  put dat i n  dere . Ah let dat set ovahnight .  De nex ' mawnin ' ah ' ll go wherevah 
ah ' m  goin ' tuh dress de house at , an ' ah ' ll clean dat house up good firs ' . Now, 
ah take me a piece of coarse string ,  a piece of ro2e, but ah wan ' d e  do ' tuh be 
open, but ah don '  wan ' anybody tuh cross  dat door . Ah tie it  across  dat do ' so 
nobody kin come in dere ,  yo ' see . Ah have tuh tie it a piece dere ,  a piece d ere ,  
an ' a �ieee up dere [ he works with J ' s ] ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  Whutevah do ' ah specify, 
dat do ah don ' wan '  nobody tuh come in . Ah take dat six gallons of watah wit 
mah ingredients in it , an ' ah go dere wit mah broom ,  an ' ah ' m  goin '  tuh start 
from dis do ' where ah don ' want nobody tuh come in . S ee? Ah ' m  goin 1  tuh start 
from dis do 1 where ah want d e  people tuh come in , but no t while ah 1m workin ' dere .  
Dey can1 t .  Ah put mah watah down an ' ah start tuh scrubbin ' , an ' scrub it all 
tuh de do ' ,  wipe it all up tuh dat do ' .  An ' when ah git tuh dat do ' ah don ' wan'  
any watah, if possible tuh go outa dat do ' .  Ah scrub it back, an ' when ah git  
tuh dat do ' ag ' in, de second time ah git  tuh dat do ' ,  dat  where ah change mah 
watah out . Ah ' m  use three gallons of dat watah scrubbin ' in from dat do ' .  Ah 
take dem three strings dat ah got tied , an ' ah go tuh de othah do ' an ' tie dem 
across  dat do ' .  See , so nobody can ' t git  in . Ah could shut de do ' if ah wanta , 
but ah don '  wan '  it shut . Ah wan '  it tied but ah don ' want nobody in dere .  Yo ' 
undahstan ' ?  Ah take dat othah three gallons of watah an ' ah go tuh dat othah do ' 
an ' scrub it  back de same way ah d id de othah do ' .  Den ah take me a nickel an ' a 
silvah dime an ' ah bury dem down at one of dem do ' s . Usely [usually] ah put it 
up ovah de do ' s ,  but it ' s  bet tah tuh put it down undahneat '  where dey kin walk 
ovah it . See? An 1 aftah ah do dat , when d e  house gittin '  j is '  about dry , ah go 
tuh de closet an ' ah gits me ' bout fo ' teaspoonsful of sugah . An ' ah go all 
aroun ' de house, sayin ' , "Evah grain of sugah multiply , evah grain of sugah dou
ble multiply ag ' in . "  Evah grain, an 1 ah go t fo ' teaspoonsful . An ' if yo ' open 
up dat night or de nex ' mawnin ' , yo ' can ' t git in dat place . 

( It ' s  full of customers .  But what do you say when you sprinkle that sugar 
around? ) 

Yo ' be  sayin ' , "Evah grain of sugah double multiply itself . "  Dat means , tuh 
j is '  twice as many of d em .  Five t imes a s  many , yo ' know . IT ' S A KNOWN FACT . Ah 
did dat tuh fo ' places roun '  town an ' de nex ' day people were in dere like dat .-
An 1 one place ah remembah , dere were only seven customahs , an ' ah went down dere ,  
an 1 went out tuh de C ity Park out dere an ' got some smartweed . An ' ah wuz so 
long fixin ' up dat ah couldn' t git back,  an ' d e  fellah said ah wuzn ' t comin ' . 
Purtty soon ah come an ' ah fi�ed [ dressed] dat place up-like . His ole place 
stood alone an ' it seemed nobody evah paid no attention tuh it , becuz de othah 
places were all clustahed up tuhgethah-like .  An ' dat Saturday night yo ' couldn' t 
git in de place . An ' now he does a lot of business .  He can ' t count ' is custaa
ahs , dey ' ve doubled an ' doubled . 

(You do it to each place how often? ) 
Yo ' scrub - yes ,  yo ' have tuh scrub it  mo ' dan once,  but dere is somep in dat 

will keep it [i�ed. 
Now, when ah put dis nickel an ' d ime down dere ,  nobody goin ' tuh know it ' s  

down dere but me . If somebody evah know it , it  wouldn ' t  do no good . Yo ' gotta 
put it  down when nobody don ' know about it . 
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(Do you scrub this place or does the o ther man? ) 
Not - ah gave ' im  de ingredients tuh scrub dis . Ah gave � de iQsredieats 

of sugah, cinnamon an ' Epsom salts [ 3  ingredient s ] . Oat ' s  tuh .. te de people 
�· Dat Epsom salts , dat ' s  a powahful thing , dat works de people in - dat is 
act ive in spurr in '  people . So ah gave him de ingredients an ' ah give it tab ,o ' . 
But now if . • .  

Well , now dere are two or  three dif f ' ren '  ways dat yo ' kin keep de lav ... , -
diff ' ren ' ways tuh keep de law away , easy ways tuh keep de law away1 above all 
keep ' em  from bein '  suspic ious . 

Now, should ah. be bootleggin ' an ' ah know de law knows dat ah 'm bootle&�in' 
an '  he wants tuh come AN' AH 'M NOT FIXED IN WIT ' IM  TUH KEEP ' IM  AWAY FRl»> DDE. 
Well , whut ah would do , ah would go git me de same thing as ah tole yo ' awhile 
ago . Ah ' d  git me a beef tongue . Ah ' d  be sure tuh git me nine bran ' -new nails . 
Ah ' d  go fix up - facin ' de do ' down at de flo ' , an ' nail dat piece of tongue down 
dere wit de nine bran ' -new nails . Ah put dose nails in dat piece of tongue an ' 
nail it down, nine nails , but don ' t nail ' em  all de way down, becuz yo ' are goiD '  
tuh take it up . Undah de  face of de do ' .  Now, whut chew wanta do . Yo ' ain' t 
goin ' tuh sell nuthin ' till yo 1 git things straightened out ' cuz yo ' know he is 
goin ' tuh go in dere . Now, yo ' take a chance an ' send fer ' im  tuh come dere . 
Git dis man whut chew wanta git on de  bettah side of , an ' when he come dere ,  
"Come in Off icah . "  He walks ovah dat . An ' when he walks ovah dere ,  yo ' got tub 
do dis . Yo ' got nine nails in de tongue , see , an ' yo ' got nine nails in yore 
pocket . While he is in dere ,  yo ' go in '  tuh talk tuh ' im  tuh throw ' im  off  guard. 
yo 1 undahstan ' ,  tuh hold ' im  dere . Dere ain ' t nuthin tuh interest ' im  but whut 
yo ' got set fer . ' im . Yo ' say , "Whut is eatin '  yo ' officah? Whut chew all got 
tuh tell me? " [ Brave talk ! I ! ]  An ' while yo ' talkin ' tuh ' im, yo ' take dose 
nails , dose nine yo ' got in yore pocket an ' throw dem , one at a time an ' say wit 
each one , ".!!!!.!!h.· Hush . Hush. " Say , "Hush" , nine times , yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' 
got dat tongue down dere wit nine nails in it . 

Each time yo ' say hush yo ' make a throw . Yo ' throw away dem nine nails yo ' 
got in yore pocket . 

All right , yo ' walk back in an ' yo ' finish yore conversation wit ' im .  When 
he walks outa da t do ' , yo ' point at da t do ' an ' say, "Hush . "  An ' bef o '  he sit 
away, yo ' say , "Oh ,  Off icah , listen . Ah didn ' t git through talkin ' whut ah wanta 
say. Step back a minute please . "  An ' he ' ll come back . "Ah 'm doin '  so-an ' -so 
aroun ' here . Co ' se [of  course]  ah figured yo ' might ' ve knowed it , but ah wan' 
chew tuh protect  me ag ' inst de o thahs . "  He say , "Yes , yes , ah ' 11 do dat . Yo ' 
bush yore mouth an'  ah ' ll hush mine . "  Oat ' s  whut he go in '  tuh say de f irs ' thiJI& 
off de roee Z .  "Aht ' 11 take care of evahthin ' , " he say . 

Now,  if yo ' wanta keep ' im  teetotally away from dere ,  yo ' undahstan ' 1  yo ' &it 
chew a bran ' -new whut chew call butchah knife dat nevah been used . Dey hsYe � 
othah name fo ' dat knife ,  but it ' s  a butchah knife ,  ah know . [Does he .ean 
cleaver? ] Git a bran ' -new butchah knife .  Make it be steel . Yo ' git dat knife 
an' yo ' git chew seven green apples . An ' yo ' take dat butchah knife an ' ,u ' cue 
each one of dose apples in half . Dat makes fourteen part s .  An '  yo ' tarn all de. 
fourteen parts  down, j is '  like yo ' cut ' em .  An ' yo ' take dat butchah knife - �  
Bet seven on dis side an ' seven on dat side , layin ' dere . Yo ' take dae bran' -aev 
butchah knife an ' take it as neah de centah as yo ' kin an ' hit it. an' lee it 
stan ' strai ht u between do se reen a les [ 7  halves on one side . 7 ou the other 
side ] . Den yo ' go git yo ' some steel, st . An ' yo ' git chew aboDe a d�' s vorth 
of steel, dust .  Yo ' git  chew a rotten egg , an ' yo ' git chew fo' teaapooaaful of 
sveet olive o il ,  but chew sweeten it wit sugah . Oat ' s  k1Dd 1 dat ..tea �le kind . 
Let 1 em  think dat chew ain ' t go in '  tuh do nuthin an ' dey let c� ao 1 yo�ndah-
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stan ' . Make people sympathize . If dey gits tub talkin ' about comin ' tub see yo ' ,  
some say , "Aw, let ' em, "  so on . One might [ say] yes , an ' de othah say no . An ' 
dey are on opposite ways . Yo ' take yo ' dat fo ' teaspoonsful of olive oil . All 
right yo ' put dat in dere,  an ' yo ' go tub de policeman an ' yo ' talk tub ' im wit 
dat s tuff in yore pocket , see . Yo ' got dat steel dust in yore pocket . Yo 1 got 
dat rotten egg in yore pocket , an ' yo ' got dat sugah an ' dat olive oil in yore 
pocket , s topped up in a bottle , see . Yo ' wrap de bottle up in a brown papah .  An' 
while yo 1 are talkin1 wit dis law, i t  don ' t have tub be a pahtic ' lah one , but 
chew have got tuh have somepin tub tell one of ' em , yo ' undahstan ' .  While yo ' 
are neah ' im, yo ' be sayin ' tun yoreself , s tan ' in '  like dis [demonstrates]  wit 
yore han'  on it  in yore coat pocket , chew know . An ' yo ' be stan ' in '  an ' makin ' 
yor e  wishes wbut ' s not tub happen tub yo ' ,  an ' fer ' im tub take care of yo 1 , stay 
from dere . Yo 1 undahstan ' ,  be wishin 1 , makin ' de wish dat he ' ll stay away from 
dere . Aftah yo '  git through talkin ' tub ' im, all right , yo ' go on back . Yo ' got 
yore rotten egg , yore fo ' teaspoonsful of olive oil sweetened wit sugah . Yo ' go 
on back home . Yo ' go t yore seven halves of apple on each side of de knife heah . 
Yo ' take dose ingredients an 1 dat whu 1 chew got dere , sit  dere . An1 when yo 1 go 
back, each one of dose app les dat chew pick up , each p iece of apple dat chew p ick 
�· yo ' take yore bottle in yore lef ' han ' an ' set it down at de centah opposite 
dat knife . When yo 1 go  back , yo 1 starts in , yo 1 don 1 take it , j is 1  start like yo ' 
are gain' tuh take it . Dat ' s  sharp Zuak . Pick up de knife , dat ' s  sharE Zuak . 
Take de knife an ' lay it  down ovah heah . All right , yo 1 say , 110ne , two , [ etc . ] "  
an ' put ' em  ovah heah . "One , �· " pick up de apple up like da�yoT"""Undahstan' 
an 1 put it ovah heah by de knife . As yo 1 p ick dat up an ' put it  down ovah heah 
by de knife, yo * take dat same lef ' han ' an ' lif ' de bottle . Take dat bottle wit 
de lef ' han' . Yo 1 got de han 1 s  j is 1 like dis [ demonstrates]  when yo ' do  da t .  No 
mo ' aPosses . All r ight , nex ' mawnin ' ,  it  ha s tub be de nex ' mawnin ' af tah , if 
it ' s  at night . It would have tub be de nex ' night . Whutevah time dat it  will be , 
de nex ' mawnin' yo ' make it yore business ag ' in tub come in contac t . Leave dat 
dere . Don ' touch dat . Leave it  all right dere wit yore wishes . Come in contact 
wit de  law ag' in, an ' yore idea is tub come in contact wit dis law while yo ' are 
workin ' ' im . Dat is tub make ' im  sympathize wit chew , tub help yo ' tub do whu ' 
chew are gain'  tuh do . See? Dat ' s  de idea . Now , whutevah one decides tub come 
an ' raid yore place, if yo ' are sellin ' liquor or whutevah yo 1 are doin1 , de 
othah fellah goin1 tuh say , "Aw , ah wuz � is ' talkin ' tub ' im  de othah day an ' 
he1 s all right . Ah wouldn ' t  bothah ' im. 1 Well , now af tah yo 1 talk wit ' im  dat 
time , when yo 1 leave away from 1 1m ,  turn yore back tub ' im  an ' go all de way hac� 
sayin ' , "Sfu.rpp Zuok, shary Zuak, "  an 1 git  r ight tub dat knife , yo 1 undahstan ' .  
If yo 1 kin keep anybody from sayin1 anythin 1 tub yo 1 ,  yo ' bettah off , yo ' undah
stan ' . But even if dey do , go right on say , "Sharp Zuak� sharp Zuak . "  Yo ' take 
up de knife firs ' ,  an ' as soon as yo ' pick u� de knife , break it half in two [f l l ] .  
Take all dat up den an1 put it in a bag . Yo put dat in a bag an 1 go back of de 
house - apples an' evahthing, bottles evahthing , an1 dere won ' t  be a policeman 
cross yore do 1 step . 

If ;o '  have tub go befo ' de j udge an ' yo ' want de j udge tub dismi s s  yo ' .  Be
fa ' yo go tub court ,  if yo 1 have a chance tub be out bef o '  yo ' go tub court , yo ' 
get da t j udge ' s name an ' git yore at torney ' s  name an ' yo ' write yore name wit ' em . 
Write yore name wit de accusah, if it ' s  somepin dat chew have got tub go ag ' inst 
someone . Write yore name wit de accusah , write de j udge ' s  name , wr ite de attor
ney ' s  name . Put it up ovah yore do ' ,  an ' yo ' do dat at twelve a ' clock at night . 
Be sure dat chew do dat at twelve a 1 clock at night , an 1 let it  stay up dere from 
twelve tub one . An ' while da t ' s  up dere , spend yore time writin1 somepin or 
o thah . Don ' t  specify [a hoodoo book doesn ' t speaify ? ] any certain thing yo ' gotta 
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write , j is '  anythin ' . Jis ' wr ite  anythin ' fer dat hour dat dat ' s  up dere . See? 
Jis whutevah yo ' feel like writin ' , j is '  keep on writin' . Jis ' befo ' it �s 
on one a ' clock , de las ' thing yo ' write , let it b e  de j udge ' s  ua.e .  See! Bolr. 
dat ' s  one hour yo ' done wrote , an ' whutevah it wuz , it is unnecessary. �Ia ' de 
las ' thing yo ' wrote wu z  de j udge ' s  name . Den yo ' reach up dere an' yo '  &it dat 
wit de names on . Ah ' ve go t de accusah dere . Ah ' ve been accused of sa.epiB. 
Ah ' ve got de name of de one tub appeah ag ' inst me . An ' ah ' ve go t de judge' s aa.e 
an ' mah name . Now , whut ah ' m  gain ' tub do tuhmorrah when ah ' m  in court . Be �  
fine me , he kin set de case back . Ah ' m  doin ' dis tub git de case set back. See! 
While court ' s  in session , whut ah wrote la s '  night , j is '  whutevah wuz in .ah � 
yo ' undahstan ' ,  ah ' ll be readin ' da t . An ' as ah ' m  readin ' dat , evah once iD 
awhile ah look down a t  ' is name befo ' de case come up . Do dat early , yo ' kDDw. 
befo ' de case come up . Yo ' have tub always be dere at court t ime . Yo ' be read� 
dat all de time yo ' are set tin '  dere . Now , when he calls yore case up , yo ' sits 
up an ' yo ' ast fer a '  appeal , see . If it ' s  serious enough , ast fer a '  appeal . 
Aftah askin ' fer de appeal , he ' ll grant it  tub yo ' . Yo ' go back an ' whutevah yo ' 
got wrote  der e ,  yo ' don ' t know , mayb e yo ' j is '  wr ite mo s ' anything unt il yo ' git 
down tub ' is name . 

(Yes , I under stand that . )  
Now , aftah yo ' done go t yore appeal , yo ' undahstan ' ,  yo ' teah [ tear ] ' is name 

off from dere . Yo ' put dis name wit yore name ag ' in ,  wit ' is name an ' wit de 
accusah ' s  name . Dat ' s  fo ' names . Dat ' s  ' is name twice . Yo ' got yore name an ' 
de j udge ' s  name . 

(You tear his name off this piec e of writing . I understand . )  
Now , yo ' take dis - whutevah it is dat yo ' have wrote dere - it  ain ' t gotta 

be no spec ial thing . See? Yo ' take dat back tub de courthouse an ' fold it up 
like dat . Make it some kinda convenient [way ] fer yo ' tub git back in der e ,  like 
yo ' are lookin ' fer someone or yo ' wanta see someone . An ' drop dat somewhere 
close roun ' dat judge ' s  stan ' where yo ' got ta [ go ]  on . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  Whutevah 
yore charges , don ' care whutevah yo ' re charged wit , he [ j udge ] can ' t git hisself 
�ubgethah dat mawnin ' . Da t special hour at night yo ' got ' tm undah control - ' is 
aame , de accusah ' s  name , an ' yore name . Yo ' got ' im undah control dat night . 

(That ' s  the end o f  tha t way for the j udge . )  
Yeah . Dat ' s de end of  da t way , but dere ' s  anothah way . 
Now ,  yo ' go t anothah way, but yo ' have tub go through some experience tub sit 

� it , see . 
Now,  dey got somepin da t yo ' kin ovahpowah je  j udge but yo ' have gotta do 

aa.epin tub g i t  dat , yo ' undahstan ' .  Now , dey got a b ird which ah guess yo ' tDav 
about . Yo ' saw ' em  or read of  ' em , called the peckahwood . He ' s  a woodpeckah . 
Be guilds ' is nest in a tree , yo ' know , in de side of a tree , eithah in a ole 
post or somepin . Now , DERE ' S SOMEPIN DAT YO ' KIN DO WIT DAT BIRD nAT WILL GIYE 
m' ALL DE POWAH IN DE WORLD . 

Dat b ird , yo ' watch da t b ird when he ' s  hatchin ' . While dat bird batches oa 
de side of dat tree up der e ,  when ' is young- ' uns are j is '  seven or eight or �ea 
.. ys ole , dey are strong enough tub begin tub feathah . Yo ' watch dat bird wben 
ie goes away tub git food tub feed ' is young- ' uns . An ' yo ' gits up dare au' 70 ' 
take yore peg an ' yo ' s top da t hole up . Aftah yo ' stop dat hole up. leave a li'le 
..Ue in dere so de young' -uns kin git air . Aftah de bird comes back. yo 1  -u it 
caavenient tub have yo ' some kinda drop cloth or sack or samepiD otbah pat a� de 
a1IDk of  dat tree . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  In ordah dat it would ketch --etn 1f it 
WDU1d fall . Somepin gain ' tub fall off da t . So when d is bird co.ea back dere , 
• -Y have a worm or whatevah he has in ' is mouth briqiD ' taa.e. An '  vben he 
_. dat hole is stopped up , he is ga in ' undo dat . Dat ' s  so1D' tuh fall on dat 
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cloth dat yo ' got down dere . Den he is goin '  tuh begin tuh peck dat plug dat 
chew got in dat hole . He ' ll peck it out an ' all dat li ' le trash an ' stuff will 
fall out on dis drop cloth . Af tah it do so , he gits  ' is young- ' uns . De nex ' 
day when it ' s  convenient , af tah dis b ird goes away , go back dere an ' git chew 
three feathahs . If it ' s  two yo ' git dat many from each one of dem ; an'  from de 
f ive [ if there are f ive ] yo ' gotta take de same amount . 

(Each of the young b irds ? )  
Each o f  dose young b irds . So yo ' take dose feathahs , de same numbah of feath

ahs out of each one of ' em .  I f  dere ain ' t but two a t  d e  same t ime , yo ' take ' em  
out , yo ' undahstan' .  Come on down an ' git de drop cloth . Yo ' g it de crumbs or 
whutevah it is dat has fallen down dere . Yo ' g it it all an ' wrap it up an ' take 
dat home . Yo ' put dat in a bran ' -new papah bag . Take yo ' a half p int of  sweet 
milk an ' po ' evah b it o f  dat [ peckings ]  in dat sweet milk, an ' let it stay in 
dere about ten or twelve seconds , an ' den strain de sweet milk off it . Den take 
dat 

·
sweet milk an ' put dat sweet milk in a bottle . See? Den take dat othah 

stuff an ' let it dry . Af tah it dr ies out , yo ' take yo ' about eight teaspoonsful 
of granulated white sugah an ' put it wit dat .  An ' yo ' crumble dat all up , f ine 
as yo ' possibly kin, an ' put it in somepin da t yo ' kin keep it in . An ' yo ' got 
yore half p int o f  sweet milk, an ' yo ' have taken dat sweet milk off da t stuff , 
yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' carry it back tuh dat tree where yo ' got de crumbs an ' 
stuff from ,  an ' yo ' d ig a hole in front of  dat tree , in de ground , an ' say dese 
words , "Thank yo ' ,  good b ird ; thank yo ' , good b ird . " Say dat until yo ' bury dat 
in front of dat tree in de ground . An ' when yo ' ve buried , say , "THANK YO ' GOOD 
BIRD FER YORE POWAH . "  

Aftah dat ,  ah don ' care whut yo ' wanta become a per son, it ' s  granted tuh yo ' .  
All yo ' gotta do - an ' if yo ' re askin ' fer it - whutevah favor da t yo ' ask fer , 
yo ' ll git it . Now, like de j ury . 

(He ' ll have to keep his tongue? )  
Yeah, he ' ll have tuh keep ' is tongue . If yo ' ast de cour t ,  ast de j udge tuh 

be discharged ,  yo ' get up an ' start talkin ' [ ! ]  an ' have it in yore han ' . 
[ Even my transcr iber put a penciled question mark behind this paragraph . That 

was years ago . Today (Jan . 1 0 ,  197 3 )  I erased it . Black men are talking back to 
white j udges , espec ially in a Chicago tr ial where the j udge was obviously prej 
udiced and also in his 7 0 ' s .  No man ,  on the j udicial bench, in a university , 
church, United States Congress , anywher e ,  past his seventieth b irthday should be 
controlling the life of  anyone but himself . The wr iter of  these words will be 
77  next month.  ] 

Yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard an ' git a carcass , a dead carcass ; yo ' know, a 
dead skeleton . An ' git de bone off de lef ' han ' , de lef ' dOg [ingah ; from de 
lef ' han ' , de dOg fingah. 

(WHY DO THEY CALL IT THE DOG FINGER? )  
WELL, IT ' S  A KNOWN FACT DAT DERE IS FO ' FINGAHS ALTUHGETHAH , SEE , AN ' ONE 

THUMB . NOW DIS FINGAH HERE, DAT ' S  CALLED DE BEGINNIN ' FINGAH, AN ' ANYTHING IN 
FRONT , WHY DEY CALL IT DE DOG F INGAH. 

[The dOg finger is  the index f inger according to informant 1335 of Florence , 
S . Car . ; see p . 2088 , l ine 33f . This word is  also ment ioned in the following 
interview and several t imes elsewhere in HOODOO . ]  

(All r ight . ) 
Aftah gittin '  _dis f ingah off dis lef ' han ' , yo ' take dat bone an ' yo ' go tub 

de fo ' k  [ fork] of de road at dark midnight . Yo ' wanta make it so dark dat chew 
can ' t see . An ' let it be a dry night - not no rainy night - where yo '  kin sit 
dust , see . Yo ' sit chew dust as neah as de centah of dat fo ' k  of  dat road as  yo ' 
kin . DAT ' S WHERE DE POWAH IS AT , RIGHT AT DE CENTAH OF DE FO ' K  OF DAT ROAD . Jis ' 
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as neah at de centah of dat road as yo ' po ssibly kin . Git chew de daat .  about a 
cupful or maybe mo ' .  But anyhow git enough in dere tuh put dat bone in dere likes 
it ' s  dead , buried . Den yo ' bury dat bone back ag ' in - off dat dOg f� - in 
dat cup or whutevah yo ' have in dat pan . How so much dust chew got , yo 1  bary �t 
in dere . Yo ' don ' t want too much . Yo ' take dat dust evah mawnin' until �t ' a  
gone .  I t  goes . When it ' s  goin ' yo ' be  makin ' yore wishes an ' astin ' fer JO!!h. 
Yo ' ve done all de othah work now. When de last dust is lef ' on dat bone , dat 1 a  
easy tuh see , yo ' take dat dust out an ' yo ' take de bone out an ' put in yore 
right-han ' a[tah-guard [back ] pocket . 

(Your right hand after guard? Hip p ocket ? )  
Yes . An '  yo ' ·take de balance of dat dust  an ' yo ' put it in de centah - in _!!!t 

palm o f  yore lef ' han ' . In de palm o f  yore lef ' han ' . Yo ' set yore han' up like 
� [demonstrates ] an ' yo ' do dis wit ' it - throw dat dust away . 

(Throw i t ? ) 
Befo ' yo ' bring yore han ' back , wishin ' , ast  fer powah an ' git dis bone out 

of de r ight han ' pocket wi t yore lef ' han ' . Bring it aroun ' . Don ' put i t  back 
in yore pocket like dat , j is '  put it  in front of yo ' like dis . An ' make yore 
wish, whut chew wan ' tuh happen . "Ah wants tuh be de mastah of So-an ' -so . Ah 
wan ' s  tuh be de mastah of So-an ' -so . "  Af tah yo ' git through astin ' de diff ' ren'  
things dat  yo ' wan ' tuh be  mastah of ,  drop de bone . Den s tan ' r ight ovah de 
�� like dis , an ' make yore  wish ovah ag ' in , de same thing . DAT GIVES DOUBLE 
POWAH . Den reach down , don ' t - an ' pick up de bone an ' put it in yore pocket . 
Go back home an ' take yo ' a bran ' -new piece of screen wire ,  any kinda wir e .  Well, 
let i t  be screen wir e ,  but let it be  bran ' -new. An ' wrap dat bone up so it  can ' t 
be seen , wrap it  up so it can ' t b e  seen - so it can ' t be touched . Yo ' undahstan'. 
An '  sleep on dat bone , right in front of yo ' .  Or tie it  by  yor e  haid , keep i t  
dere . But chew wanta sleep on it , see , fer fo ' night s .  Well ,  befo ' de fo ' nights 
it ' s  goin ' tuh come . Now ,  it might come de second night an ' it might come de 
third night . Fer some people it  comes de f ir s '  night . BUT CHEW ARE GOIN ' TUB 
HAVE A DREAM DURIN' DAT NIGHT , YO ' ARE GOIN ' TUH SEE AS MANY DIFF ' REN ' THINGS IN 
YORE DREAMS . YO ' GOIN ' TO BE LIKE YO ' ARE OFF IN A TRANCE WHILE YO ' ARE SLEEPIN ' 
ON DAT BONE . YO ' ARE GOIN ' TUH SEE DE SKELETON IN YORE SLEEP . It may not come 
until de  fourth night , but it  ain ' t goin ' ovah de four th night . Now aftah dat, 
yo ' know dat de powah is yores . Only fer whut yo '  asted fer . But now yo ' go t  to . 
Befo ' yo ' kin do dese things dat yo ' have asted fer , yo ' have got tuh do dat an ' 
DAT VISION GOT TUH COME TUH YO ' TUH VERIFY DE POWAH , TUH LET CHEW KNOW DAT YO ' 
HAVE GOT DE POWAH .  An ' whutevah yo ' have asted while doin ' dose things when yo ' 
bad dat bone , dem de only things dat yo ' kin do . De mo ' things dat yo ' aated , 
de mo ' things yo ' kin do . Yo ' undahstan ' .  

(Well , HOW DO YOU USE THAT BONE , then? ) 
Well , now af tah yo ' have gotten dat bone an ' yo ' done got dat vision, dat 

screen wire wit dat bone in der e ,  yo ' don ' t wanta see dat bone . 
(You got the bone in this wire? ) 

Yo ' go t dat bone in de wire . Yo ' take a piece of papah howsomevah yo • wauta 
veah it , an ' weah dat bone in yore  watch pocket hours at a time . Yo ' got � 
keep dis bone , yo ' undahstan1 • Whutevah yo ' started wit yo ' got to keep [with] 
dis bone . Well , yo ' started wit dust , it go t tuh be dust dat yo 1 keep �a bone 
in. Any kinda dust , j is '  got tuh be some kinda dust - be a povdah - �t ' a  aot de 
dust right on it , yo ' undahstan ' .  But steel dust is de bes ' tub keep �t wit . 
Yo ' take ' bout dat much steel dust an ' git chew a piece of bard - well, anything , 
a silvah dime an ' scrape as much of dat silvah off dat dime as yo ' poaa�bly kin , 
in dat dust . An ' take dat dust wit dat bone an ' wit de papah on top dere, an ' 
.ake yore wish . Whutevah yo ' go in ' tuh do den,  make yore wish at · �a grave . Yo ' 
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kin take it  off dere if yo ' wanta but yo ' got tuh make de wish while dat ' s  on 
dere . Put it back in yore pocket an ' go in an ' - whutevah yo ' wish - if yo ' 
wanta go an ' git  a drink or whutevah yo ' wanta do , or yo ' g it t ight , are t ired , 
dat ' s  whut yo ' ll do . If yo ' are gain ' tuh some b ig party an ' dere ' s  a woman in 
dere yo ' wants ,  yo ' wants ' er tuh run tuh yo ' ,  dat ' s  whut will happen . Jis ' 
whutevah yo ' wished in front . But j oo got tuh feed it . An ' when yo ' go tuh do  
dese things , it ' s  j is '  as  plain a s  d e  nose on yore fac e .  

Now,  a t  a certain time o f  d e  moon, i f  yo ' not ice it , whutevah yo ' wants tuh do , 
yo ' kin do it bettah by de moon . When de moon is young , dere things dat chew kin 
do would b e  weak ,  yo ' can ' t half do dem .  When de moon [ growing] d e  things dat 
yo ' wants tuh do , yo ' kin do i t  strongah . See? Now what ah wanta say , yo ' take 
a woman . A woman ba s  ' er menstra t in ' . Well , not ,  dat ' s  whut chew do d irectly 
wit an ' by de moon in evah way .  Yo ' know dat . Ah knows a woman evah month dat 
passed ovah certain of d e  time of de month when de moon would be young . She 
suffahed wit her stomic ,  she suffered wit ' er back . An ' nobody knowed what wuz 
de mattah wit ' er .  So , one day she an ' ah wuz settin '  down talkin ' an ' she ex
plained tub me how sick she wuz . So ah say , "Well , it ' s  accord in ' ,  yo ' know, how 
yo ' women is . Yo ' know whut happens tuh women . Possibly it could be  dat . "  She 
say, "Now, it 1 s nowhere aroun ' de time . It can ' t be dat . "  Well , somewhere aroun ' 
ah believe it vuz about de 12th of de month ,  durin '  de firs ' part of d e  moon , ah 
say, "Well , does it still hurt chew? Ah ' ll give yo ' a li ' le prescr ipt ion outa de 
drug store  dat is very good . "  She say,  "Ah wish yo ' would . "  So ah t ell ' er ,  
"Well ,  yo ' go tub d e  drug store . "  I say , "Ah wish ah knowed [ if you can get it 
without a prescription] . Maybe yo ' kin buy it an ' maybe yo ' can ' t . "  She say , 
"Yes , ah ' ve bought it dere . "  So she went dere an ' she used dat an ' she used 
diff ' ren'  othah things . So i t  came about de time dere wuz a new moon . Ah see 
' er sev ' ral days aftahwards an ' ah say, "Where ' s  mah ole gran ' mothah [ remedy] ? 
She say , " [ I bought i t ]  an ' used i t  an ' ah payed plenty . "  

Ah say tub ' er ,  "Ah tell yo ' frankly , it strikes me dat de change of de moon 
might have a vbole lot tuh do wit yore pains . "  She say , "Well , ah nevah paid no 
attention, mahself . "  Ah say , " If ah t ell yo ' tuh do somepin ,  will yo ' do it? " 
She say , "Yes , ah 1 ll  do anything so dat ah don ' t have no a ttack . Ah suffah mo ' 
at night dan ah do in de day . "  Ah say, "Well , ah ' 11 tell yo ' whut ah ' 11 do . 
Ah ' ll tell yo ' . "  Ah say , "Of co ' se ,  it ' s  a ole remedy an ' mah grandmothah gave 
tuh me an ' ah ' m  supposed not tuh give it away , but ah 'm gain ' tuh give it tuh 
yo ' . " So she laughed an' she say, "Well , whut is it? " Ah say, "Take yo ' a sil
vah dollah . "  She say , "Where am ah gain ' tuh git it  a t ? " Ah say , "Yo ' change a 
papah dollah f er it  if yo ' wan ' it . "  She say , "Yes , ah kin git one . " At dat 
time money wuz plentiful . She say , "Whut will ah do wit it? " Ah say , "Ah ' m  
gain ' tuh tell yo ' now. " A h  say , "Yo ' take dat silvah dollah an ' yo ' hold it up 
tuh de moon an ' yo ' make a wish wit dat silvah dollah,  an ' yo ' take dat silvah 
dollah an ' pass r ight on dat pain . " Ah say,  "Dereaftah, until d e  moon begins tuh 
git ole ,  ah �· de minute ah stop dat pain on d is moon , dat ' s  ga in ' tuh prevent 
it from comin ' back on de nex ' turn of d e  moon . " She say , "Well , if such a thing 
kin be possible ,  ah ' m  gain '  tuh try it . "  So she tried dat an ' j is '  as ah tole 
' er dat pain in ' er stomic - she wore dat silvah dollah an ' t ied it aroun ' ' er ,  
but i t  didn ' t stop it quite natchly [ naturally] on dat new moon . But de nex ' 
turn o f  de moon , she nevah had a pain nowhere .  Jis ' a s  common a thing as a sil
vah dollah . 

(Did your grandmother live in the state of Louisiana ? ) 
Yes . 
(What par ish d id she l ive in? ) 
She lived in [ ? ]  Parish . Dey changed de name of d e  parish now. It ' s  Beaure� 
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guard Parish ,  dat ' s  what it i s .  
(That ' s  your grandmother ' s  old remedy? ) 
Dat ' s  ' er o le remedy . 

2303 

Some people use d iff ' ren '  things an ' some use diff ' ren ' ingredients an ' courses,  
but de very bes ' thing in de world tuh use tuh stop a man from dr inkin ' . 

Yo ' know he drinks an ' yo ' know he drinks hard . Yo ' kin take yo ' three drops 
of catf ish b lood , any kinda fish b lood ; but a catf ish, three drops of a catf ish ' s  
blood is de best . But chew don ' give him three drops at onc e ,  it is gain '  tuh 
.ake ' im  sick . But one drop ain ' t gain ' tuh make ' im  sick . An ' yo '  take yo '  one 
drop of blood of dat fish b lood an ' put it - some people put it in coffee an ' some 
in tea ,  but chew wanta put dis in whut he is drinkin 1 • Yo ' put it in de whiskey .  
Vbiskey is whut he is gitt in '  drunk of an ' yo '  put it in der e .  One drop . An ' he 
is ga in ' tuh git sick from dat . But he ain ' t gain ' tuh stop drinkin ' . All r igh� 
de nex ' day or two , he starts  tuh drink , yo 1 put de othah drop in . Dat ain ' t 
gain '  tuh stop ' im . De  third drop yo '  give ' im .  Af tah yo ' give it tuh 1 im, de 
ainute dat yo ' see ' im drink dat de third t ime ,  yo ' call ' im  out , "Come on, let ' s 
ao git some gin . " He fe llah yo '  out of dere an ' yo '  go somewher e  an ' buy 1 im  a 
bottle of gin .  If yo ' can ' t git whiskey ,  buy ' im a bo t t le o f  gin an' make ' im  
drink dat . I f  he i s  gittin '  drunk off o f  wine , buy · ' im whiskey .  It ' s  accordin '  
tuh whut h e  i s  dr inkin ' , whut chew put dat f ish b lood in . Anything contrary tuh 
de drink he has been drinkin ' , an ' it will all come back . Now, de fir s ' thing he 
aoin '  tuh do , de nex ' mawnin ' he will want a drink . De  f ir s '  mouthful he can ' t 
stand it . All right , he ' ll think dat ' s  funny . He ' ll think dat he is j is '  sick,  
see . All right . He  thinks he ' ll git  a drink yet . De nex ' couple of  days - it 
�ht be a couple of day s ,  when he drinks again , try it again.  An ' it ' s  a sure 
cure ,  dat fish b lood is a sure cure f er a man ' s drinkin ' , if yo ' kin give it  tuh 
• t.  whensomevah he go t somepin in ' im .  But no doub t if he hasn ' t  got enough of 
it in ' im already , it won ' t  take such great effec t . But he has gotta be about 
two-thirds intoxicated , when he git s  dat fish b lood in 1 im. 

Dat ' s  done evah day . 
If a man is away from home an ' a woman wants 1 im  back inside of thirty days 

� .  she will take ' is name an ' write ' is name in de same coconut whut ah tell 
,a ' is so powahful . Git ' er a she coconut . She will take dat coconut an ' write 
•ts name nine t imes . She wo n ' t put ' er name in dere yet . She take ' er seven 
�ps of coal oil .  She takes de milk outa dat coconut . She ' ll take dat coal 
all, mix dat milk an ' de coal oil tuhgethah - dat seven drops of  coal oil .  She 
� take dat lamp whut she got up der e  an ' she po ' s  all de oil out of dat lamp . 
Sbe got seven drops of  coal oil in dat lamp an 1 she will put dat coconut oil in 
.. t lamp . She will take dat wick,  which is already soak in o il on dere,  an ' she 
po' s de oil off it . She takes dat name of ' is an ' she put it in dat lamp . She 
wdl1 light dat lamp an ' she will stan ' r ight dere wishin 1 1 im back until dat

---

8e9en drops from dat wick,  whut is soaked in coal oil,  have burned out . Vben it 
tarns out , dat will leave de coconut watah in dat lamp . She will take dat watah 
.. t of dat lamp , po 1 it out o f  dere , an1 she will take dat name whut she had in 
.. t lamp , an ' she will put dat in de coconut , an ' she will write ' er na.e firs ' 
-· she will write his name ag ' in . · She wr ite 1 er name up dere like dis [de.on
.crates ]  an 1 she writes 1 is name here on [ the] edge [demonstrates ] .  Bow, abe 
cake dat an ' she folds  it up , an ' she puts dat in de lamp an ' she l!lhts dat 
�- An ' she takes in dat coconut an ' stop it up ,  an ' puts in a coruah of de 
a.a. an' let ' s  it stay all night . An 1 she will git  down on 1 er  bees dat Df.&ht 
_, pray fer ' im tuh come back home . So de nex ' mawnin • vben abe &its up ,  she 
Fe& tuh de cornah an ' gits dat coconut an ' she busts dat eoeoaat .  She will git 
� name outa dere . An ' dat name is go in ' tuh be kiDda face doVIl in dat coconut , 



2304 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' dat coconut , dat name b e - take dat out an ' go tub dat lamp 
an ' turn dat light up . An ' while she is turnin ' dat light up , she is lookin ' at 
dat name an ' be sayin ' , "In de Name of de Fatha.h, Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , bring , 
whoevah or whatevah ' is name is , back here tub me . " As she read dat , she ' ll say 
dat to de  lamp until it gits dry . Right up ag ' inst d e  lamp . 

(Right up near the flame? ) 
Yes . She ' ll say dat until it gits dry . An ' when it gits dry , d e  minute it 

gits dry , she ' ll fold it  up , while she is standin ' dere , an ' drop it ovah in de  
lamp . An ' she will s tan '  der e  at  d e  table , sayin ' , "Burn , burn , burn. " Den 
she ' ll take , lift de lamp up an ' let it fall . Don ' t  make no diff ' ren ' whut way 
he come ,  he ' ll come - j is '  like he ' s  comin ' . 

So . All right , she got de  name now in ' er heart . She takes dat lamp an ' sets 
dat lamp on de eud of de  mantelpiece . An ' as  she turn up dat she say , "Oh (John) 
come home . "  An ' when she say dat , "Oh , John , " say it three t imes : "John , come 
home . John ,  come home . John ,  come home , " SHE JIS ' SPITS BY DE LAMP , yo ' know . 
OAT ' S  BY ' ER  AN '  ' I S NAME IN DAT LAMP .  [Demons trates . ]  

(Throws the lamp down? ) 
No , j is '  slaps ' er han ' on de lamp . 

say , "Oh , John" - here ' s  de mantelpiece 
John,  come home . Oh , John ,  come home . 

(Throw a stick of wood ? )  

She ' s  stan ' in '  by d e  mantelpiece  an ' she 
heah an ' here ' s  de lamp on heah - "Oh , 
Oh , John , come home . " [Demonstrates . ]  

No , she throw de lamp . An ' in three days t fme ,  he ' s  goin ' tub become confuse� 
Wherevah he ' s  at  - no t  too far tub take ' im a distanc e ,  but from three tub f ive 
tub seven days time ,  he ' ll be der e . 

Now,  de only thing , de only trouble wit dat is aftah gittin '  ' im der e  is 
keepin ' ' fm dere . Aftah he git home - he ' s  goin ' tub be confused tub come home . 
But aftah he git home - yet , he ain ' t satisfied . He ' s  not yet satisfied . Co ' se 
he come home an ' he ' s  got dat same mind whut he lef ' fer - guessin ' in ' is mind 
whut he had tuh come back home fer . She call ' im back home . Whut she goin ' tub 
do den? She goin ' tub take one night when he ' s  asleep - he ' s  got tub be asleep . 
An ' she ' s got tuh git up outa his firs ' sleep - ketch ' is sleep - an '  she got tub 
git three hairs outa his haid . 

(Three hairs out of his head . )  
Three hairs outa his haid , an ' she get three hairs off ' erself - down below, 

yes . An ' she ' ll take dose hairs an ' put ' em  tuhgethah an ' she ' ll scorch ' em  ovah 
some t indah [ tinder ] , a bla z e  at de f iah . She ' ll scorch ' em  an ' she ' ll take dose 
hairs an ' she ' ll take a l i ' le knife , put ' em  on somepin hard an ' cut ' em  all up 
f ine . - chop ' em  up fine . Oat ' s  ' er hairs an ' ' is hairs . An ' she ' ll take ' bout , 
well , ' bout a half teaspoonful of salt , table salt , an ' put dat tuhgethah . An ' 
she ' ll make ' fm  some gumbo ,  a gumbo - a stew,  dat gumbo altuhgethah . An ' she got 
tub g ive 1 fm dat fer ' bout three mawnin ' s  straight . An ' de  third mawnin ' she 
give 1 fm  dat - de f irs ' tfme she give tub ' im ,  fo ' de day ' s out , he a in ' t  goin ' 
tub feel any diff ' ren ' in ' is haid dan he always feel . He ' s  goin ' tub come home 
from ' is work - an ' he done goin ' tub work . An ' when he come in he a in ' t goin ' 
tub come in any diff ' ren '  dan he went out . De nex ' day he goin ' tub come in 
feelin ' d iff ' r en' . She g ive it tub ' im de nex ' mawnin ' , he goin '  tub come in 
st ill diff ' ren ' . Now, aftah she f� dat stuff fer ' fm - YO ' KNOW A WOMAN ' S  KINDA 
SMART , yo ' know, AN ' SOME OF ' EM  DOE S  DIRTY THINGS , yo ' know . So , she gits a 
piece  of steak . Go tub de  market an ' she git a steak like dis . Maybe its de  
tfme of  ' er menstratin '  an ' weah it between ' er legs about three days . All r ight , 
de mawnin ' she goin ' tub g ive it  tub ' im ,  cook 1 im dat steak , she git up an ' say , 
"Ah sure feel d i s  mawnin ' [ like not staying up ] .  Yo ' go on an ' cook yoreself . 
Ah ' m  goin ' tub lay down . " She ain ' t goin ' tub eat none of it , see . He say , "All 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roo�rk - 2305 

right , baby . "  She already got ' is hair an ' ' er hair , see . All r:lak. she so an '  
she git a can o f  tomato paste an ' she ' ll fry de steak,  fix de steak up. put it on 
like dat , an ' she ' ll git  some coffee an ' put a li ' le of dat in ' is coffee too . 
From den on he begin tuh git crazy ' bout ' er .  But now , evah three or fo ' days 
befo ' de time comes fer ' er - positively , its a fact . Ah ' ve known ' er  all de 
time right here in de city . Onct a mont ' ,  like dat , de mos '  disagreeable wu.an ,  
he wouldn ' t  know whut wuz de mattah an ' dey would call ' er an ' • • • •  

Take a man, sometimes he ' s  got a wife an ' othah men liable tuh come dere . BOw 
whut chew goin ' tuh do . 

(To stop her f�om going with other men? ) 
Yeah . Whut chew goin ' tuh do den? Yo ' do somepin like de same thing . He ' ll 

have ' is wife an ' he won ' t  come . Aftah he have her , he ' ll take care an ' have a 
pocket han ' ke ' shuf de same way . He ' s  goin ' tuh control dat . See? He ' s  goin' 
tuh take a pocket han ' ke ' chuf de same way tuh git dat stuff like he got it befo ' , 
but he ' ll use it diff ' rently . He ' ll take dat pocket han ' ke ' chuf aftah gettin '  
da t  stuff from ' er .  An ' when h e  gits up , he ' ll tell ' er ,  "Now , Baby , befo ' ah 
so away , "  he say tuh ' er ,  "dere ' s  somepin ah wants yo ' tuh do . "  She say , "All 
right . "  All right . Dere ain ' t nuthin he wants ' er tuh do fer ' im .  See , he 
hasn ' t confidence in ' er .  All right . He has got dat pocket han ' ke ' chuf wit dat 
stuff on it . Dat night befo ' he go tuh sleep , [ he ]  git up an' urinate .  Yo ' 
uodahstan ' . Git up an ' urinate a couple of time ,  j is 1 like yo ' goin 1  tuh git  up 
tuh urinate . Git up an ' git ' im  a li ' le vial . Undahstan ' ?  Put dat in a vial . 
All right . He go t  dat stuff o n  1 is pocket han ' ke ' chuf . He ' ll wash dat pocket 
han ' ke ' chuf in watah wit dat stuff . An 1 [ he pour it . in] de bottle . Undahstan ' ?  
He ' ll put a hole in de stoppah , in de cork ,  in de bottom of de cork dere an ' stop 
it up . He don ' t have tuh bury it . He ' ll take it out behin ' de house or anywhere 
dere ain ' t nobody goin ' tuh see whut he goin ' tuh do • .  He ' ll put it down in a 
secret place . Don ' t wanta bury it . Jis ' put it somewhere where nobody goin ' tuh 
find it . An ' when he leave away from dat bot tle , he leave away from dat bot tle 
three times . Walk away from dere an ' go right back , walk away de second t ime an ' 
so right back . De las ' time he walk away from dere , he �ay , "Don ' t  let nobody 
came here ' t ill ah come back,  don ' t let nobody have yo ' t ill ah come back . " De 
las ' time he walk away [ after the same words ] .  He kin go an ' stay fo ' [ four ] 
.ant ' s ,  evah time dis woman wants tuh have a man,  she ' ll git right out de do ' 
perhaps an' ' er mind is changed .  HE CHANGED IT . An ' sometimes i t  might be dis 
.. n an' it might be dat [ one] . 

She may not offten [often]  wanta man ,  but any t ime when he ' s  gone , she liable 
tuh make a date tuh do it ; an ' when it comes de time , she can ' t do it . See? Row, 
when he comes back , he remove dat bottle . He mus ' remove dat bottle . Some people 
[say? or think? ] he kin take it wit ' im an ' shake it up evah night an ' dat ' ll .ate  
her wanta be wit ' im , don ' wanta see any othah man .  But he be ' s keepin ' in sa.e 
place where nobdy kin find ' im .  Her mind is dead on ' im all de t ime , as loQB as 
dat bottle stay still , if nobody come along an ' shake it , an ' not at  night . She 
kin go to town [ leave home] , but long - so long as he keep dat bottle hid, she 
can ' t  git [ away to another man] . 

(HOW DID YOU LEARN THESE VARIOUS THINGS ? DID YOU LFARN THEM FROK SCBEBODY 
ELSE , YOUR GRANDMOTHER OR SOMEBODY? ) 

My granddaddy . 
(Here in New Orleans? )  
He died here about four years aao . 
[This is not an answer to my question . ]  
(What was his name? ) 
We always called ' im Dad, bet tah known by Dad. 
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(What wa s his real name? )  
Witherson .  [ He spells : ]  W-i-1-s-o -n . But dey pronounce it Wither son . But 

i t ' s Wilson . 
[ I  am unable to explain that one ! ] 
(What wa s his f irst name ? )  
Charlie Wilson. 
(He wa sn ' t born here in New Orleans ? )  
No , he wa s born [ evidently in some parish we could not decipher . Bes ides here 

and there the recording was spo tty and diff icult to transcribe] . 
(What i s  your first name? )  
My name i s  Alfred [ ? ]  Wilson . 
[ For his name ,  see my comment following title quo tations . ]  
(WERE YOU INITIATED INTO THE WORK OR SOMETHING OF THAT SORT , OR WHAT ? )  
AH JIS ' COME BY IT . AH USED TUH FOLLAH PEOPLE DAT DID TRICKS , YO ' KNOW, AN ' 

DEY HAVE A MAN OF DAT KIND . DEY GOT RID OF ' IM BECUZ DEY [DID NOT TRUST HIM? ] .  
SO AFTAH DEY GOT RID OF ' IM ,  dey looked fer trade [ to improve? ] ,  an ' not bein '  
successful - dey nevah f ind anything [ to help ] . An ' dey had another fellah an ' 
dey [ the people wanting good-luck assi stance]  works a t  night . So he called de 
man ' s name an' he wasn ' t  dere . An ' if dat ' s  de case , ah ' ll stick .  AN ' DAT CUZED 
ME TUH COME IN CONTACT WIT ' EM . AH WUZ ABOUT 18 YEARS OLE . 

(Did you prac tice those  things yourself or did you give them to  o ther people? )  
WELL, AH HAVE STUDIED A LOT OF BOOKS AN ' DOSE THINGS DAT AH PERSONALLY TELL 

YO ' ARE THINGS DAT I KNOW. 
[ The 3 lines following are spot ty . ] 
(What do you think about • • •  think that ' s  good? )  
Well , it ' s  • • • •  
(What about • • •  ? What do you think of that? ) 
Yes . 
(Well , now I tell you,  after I have talked with some other people [ informant � ,  

I will probably want to talk to you again, see . You get my man here [ Edward had 
probably been called in by me ] and he will get in touch with me , you know, and 
all these o ther things you can tell me at that t ime . ) 

MY OUT-IN-THE-FIELD JUDGMENT ABOUT HIM WAS CORRECT 

IF YO '  DON ' WANTA TAKE A CHANCE ON GOIN ' TUH GRA VEYARD 
WBEN HE DIE YO ' CUT 'IS "DOG FINGAH" OFF 

[ WHY DIG UP CORPSE? CUT OFF ITS FINGER BEFORE BURIAL ] 

rmAP IT [ "CUNJURE"]  UP AN ' GO TUH WHERE DERE 'S A Sl'REAM • • •  
HAVE A LI 'LE STRING [EXTENDING FROM PACKAGE] • • •  
SWING IT [PACKAGE] • • • OVAH YO ' HAID THREE TIME 
AN ' DEN THROW IT [LET GO] OVAH IN DE WATAH 

WAYCROS S ,  GEORGIA 

[As soon as this man , informant No . ll55 , lef t the interviewing room I marked 
him " excellent" in my Nwnberos Book .  A year or so later , while checking the tran
scription of his words aga inst the cylinders recording them ,  I had doubts about 
the former excellence . Why? I was unfairly comparing him with the transcrip
tions and cylinders of truly great informan.ts who also had come from a large 
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c ircle of  territory surrounding Waycross . No . ll55  is a professioDal vorker , a 
good , not a great informant . A f ew of his rites are " excellent11 : the dog fingah 
(cf . p . 2300 , line 38f . ) ;  two different methods for obtaining the black cat lucky 
bone , the latter of them unique ; two separate obj ect s shaped like a hu.an baud ,  
one o f  them powered by p iglet blood , a sub stance unknown to HOODOO up to this 
point ; a mocking bird killed for the f irst time in HOODOO ; and another vbirliQg 
r ite , which is somewhat rare .  Let me explain . There ar e many ways to cast a 
spell by throwing an ar ticle into running wat er ,  but the second title-page quo
tat ion is my only instance of leaving an extra leng th to the string , so that the 
tied-up package can be  whirled round the head before letting go into the water . 
The whirling , of course ,  sends victim dizzy out into the world . The classic 
illustrat ion of this dizziness rite is surely in Lane ' s Modern Egyptians , vbere 
the cof f in bearers on r eaching the cemetery run in circles with the corpse and 
then dash through the gate ! The coff ined spirit can never f ind his way back 
home . Informant ' s material came from cylinders C311 : 1-C3 2 0 : 2 = 1892-1901 . ] 

Tell yo ' one thing de [ d ey]  do wit a chicken a ig .  Well ah kin run d e  per son 
away wit a chicken aig . Yo ' kin take dat chicken aig ,  well yo ' break it an ' g it 
de yellah of it . Yo ' save de yellah . Yo ' take dat yellah of it  an ' beat it up 
an ' git chew some sulphuh . Git chew some salt . Well , den yo ' git chew some 
sugah an ' put in dis aig , an ' beat  i t  up good an ' put in some whiskey . Well , yo ' 
g i t  tub d i s  person , see . Well [ git ] along wit ' im  an ' yo ' g i t  some o f  ' is hair , 
an ' yo ' put it  in dis whiskey bot tle an ' j is '  carry dat . Git up some of dat dirt 
out of  ' is shoe track an ' put  it in dere . Fix dat up  good an ' t ight . Go tub a 
runnin ' stream of watah dat ' s runnin ' kinda swif t .  Yo ' throw it in dat stream of 
vatah an ' dat gits ' em .  

(How do you throw i t  in? ) 
Take it wit chure han ' , take it by de neck of de bottle ; see , yo ' j is '  toss 

it ovah an ' let it go on down . 
A person stole some yore hair . Dey take dis  heah hair an ' dey put it in a 

rag , a red rag an ' yo ' take dis rag an ' yo ' fold it disaway [demons trates] . 
(Fold it to you once? ) 
Yes , den yo ' fold it from yo ' onc e ,  den yo ' fold it on each side tuhgethah. 

Cit it  in mah ironin ' -bo ' d  an ' - put it  in mah ironin ' bo ' d  an ' take me a hot 
iron . Git dat good an ' hot see , an ' j is '  squash dat rag dere an ' dat hair . Den 
dat hair yo ' put it an ' weah it in dat shoe . See , dat runs yo ' crazy . 

(That will make you lose your mind? ) 
Yes sir . 
Yo ' take yo ' - go tub de fo ' ks of de  road now , sompin dat way [auta.obi1e barn] . 

iell , yo ' git  some her clothes she weah . Well , yo ' git chew a penny, an '  yo '  �p 
ap dat penny , see . Doesn ' t mattah how yo ' wrap it up , j is '  since dat JN!1111Y wrap
ped up in dere .  Yo ' wrap dat penny up an ' have her ' nitial on it , a le��. her 
aame on it , see . Befo ' yo ' put dat penny in dere yo ' burn dat peDDJ in .a.e sal

�· Den yo ' wrap it  up an' carry it  tub de fo ' ks of dis road. Yo' gl� chew a 
string wit three knot s . Put three knots , yo ' knot in dat strina . ue11. yo '  take 
dis penny tub de fo ' ks of dis road an ' yo ' take it an ' git chew a aood ba..ah an 1  
yo ' drive it  down where nobody can ' t see yo ' . Take it  tub a gra� wbere any
body daid , so on , an ' git chew some of dat dirt out dat graveyard. aa JO '  dig a 
li ' le hole side of  grave dere , an ' yo ' drive it in dere so aobody can' t step ovah 
lt . An ' uncovah it , see . Dat ' s got de woman den where she crazy about chew. 
Aaywbere yo ' go , why dis  woman why she right dere .  

(What d o  you put on that penny , her ini t ial? ) 
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Put de firs ' let tah of ' er name on dere . Git chew a knife or somp in an ' yo ' 
cut it . See , now if it ' s  be "A" or  sompin , cut chew a "A" on dere . 

Well , yo ' git chew a p iece of red c lo t h ,  a p iece o f  flannen r e d  cloth , see . 
Well ,  yo ' cut i t  an ' sew i t  lak fo ' f ingah on it , see . Git chew some sulphuh 
an ' yo ' pack dat third f ingah dere . Pack it good an ' tight . Den git chew some 
salt an ' put it in dere an ' yo ' pack it too . Den yo ' git chew a chicken , a black 
chicken , an ' cut ' is haid off . Well , dat thumb , where it would be ; dat haid , put 
dat haid of dat chicken in dere , see . 

(The head of the chicken into the thumb ? )  
Yes s ir , git chew some salt an ' put i t  dere an ' pack i t  roun ' dere good . Den 

yo ' sew it up good so nuthin else can ' t  git in dere , see . Intuh dat chicken haid. 
yo ' put in same vinegah . Let dem othah f ingahs hand out . Well , dat keep ' em  
from harmin ' yo ' .  

(What do you do with that ? )  
Have tuh keep dat in a drawah now where nobody don ' bothah it . Nuthin else ia 

dat drawah but dat , see . An ' git chew a rag an ' wrap it up good . See , nuthin 
but dat . Well 1 if enemies aroun ' , dey can ' t bo thah yo ' . 

(You make a sor t  of  a hand . How many f ingers are there? )  
Fo ' .  
(And the thumb? )  
Yes sir 1 yo ' pack two f ingahs an ' don ' put nuthin in one of ' em , see . 
(Which f!Qger s  do you pack then? ) 
Yo ' pack dese heah two rye [ r ight ] chere . Yo ' don ' pack de thumb .  
(What do you put in that f irst  f inger there , that index f inger ? )  
Salt an ' auph an ' some clay . 
(What do you put in the next one? ) 
Put sulphuh in dis one . 
(What do you put in that ? )  
Yo ' don ' put nuthin . Let dis heah one be out dere by itself . 
(Where do you put the chicken head? )  
In de thuab . 
(YOU ONLY PDT SOMETHING IN THREE FINGERS THEN? )  
Yes sir . 
[For these hands in the shape of a hand or glove see marg in t itle HAND -

HANDSHAPED , pp . S83-S8S , and els ewhere . Later , in connect ion with an �rwise 
unrecorded pig-blood rite 1 informant will g ive us another hand-shaped hand. ] 

Ah 'm gon ' a  tell yo ' whut chew do wit chure shoe . Yo ' git chure shoe , yo ' take 
de tongue out of it . Well , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' burn it . Git chew some cow ma
nure an' yo ' burn dat , too - all up tuhgethah . Well ,  yo ' take dat an ' yo ' wrap 
it up good . Well , yo ' take dat an ' g i t  some of ' is hair , take an ' put it in dere 
good . Let it soak good . Den go tuh a do ' step an ' d ig up an ' g it a p iece of clay. 
Well ,  yo ' bury it down in dere , an ' yo ' pack it down dere good , see . Dat ' ll .ate 
yo ' go crazy in yore home an ' all .  

(You take the tongue of my shoe and bury it at my door to  cause confusion in 
the home . )  

Yo ' take a woman ' s  s tockin ' - well , yo ' take out where her big toe is . Well, 
yo ' take dat an ' yo ' wrap it up in a p iece of cloth . Firs ' yo ' bring it towards 
yo '  an ' yo ' carry it from yo ' ,  an ' fold it dataway , an ' put it up undah de heel 
inside yore shoe . Well , yo ' weah dat . Well ,  evahwhere yo ' go , even if yo ' go 
tuh work , she goin ' a p iece of way wit chew an ' fellah yo ' ,  see where yo ' go , 
becuz dat keeps ' er mind . See , dat keeps ' er tpaakin ' wit ahew., fellahin ' yo ' 
all de t ime . 

(Now in folding that , do they fold one s ide or both sides ? )  
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D ey fold it  tuhwards yo ' ,  den away from yo ' .  Den yo ' fold it �ds yo '  
disaway an ' den yo ' bring de othah side tuh yo ' .  Meet ' em  tuhgetbah. 

(You wear that in either one of your shoes , either one of the sodka-atocking� )  
Yes sir , eithah one of ' em . 
De way yo ' do wit dat photograph , yo ' take dat photograph an' yo ' c� all de 

way roun ' dat photograph [ cut head and face from photograph] . An' take it den, 
go git chew a clean bowl an ' put some salt i n  dere , see . Yo ' put dat pbotosraph 
in dere , let it stay in dere so long . Den yo ' go out an ' yo ' g i t  chew a peanl 
an' yo ' put ' er ' nitial on it , an ' yo ' git one an ' put chore ' nitial on it . well, 
dis penny wit 1 er 1 nitial on it , g ive it tuh ' er .  Doesn ' t make no dif£ 1 reuce 
whut she do wit it , j is '  g ive it tuh ' er .  Den yo ' come back an ' yo ' take dat 
penny den whut chew got an ' put it  on dat pichure . Git chew some watah an' put 
on dat pichure an ' let it set dere until it [ cut-out head ] dissolves . See, dat 
pichure gon ' a  crumble all up an ' dat face is gon ' a  go all off . Well , dat ' ll fade 
dat woman away from yo '� dat chew wanta git rid of . 

(You put the water , the salt and the photograph and the penny in there . You 
put that penny with your initial on it , the penny with her initial you give to 
her . ) 

Whut chew got ' a  do befo ' de sun rise . Like yo ' wanta run somebody from de 
town , yo ' git  a R!& [ also called stake later ] an ' yo ' cut nine notches in i t . 
Yo ' g i t  chew a bo ' in '  [boring ] augah an ' yo ' go tuh a tree an ' bo ' a hole in it 
long as dat stake whut yo ' go t de notches on dat stake . Well , yo ' gc tuh d i s  
person an ' yo 1 g i t  a piece of ' is clo thes whut he weah . Put on dat peg an ' git 
some of [ hi s ]  hair an ' put on it too . Take an ' yo ' drive dat peg in dere in da t  
tree . Well , he g o  tuh gittin ' crazy . He go tuh gittin ' j is '  out of ' i s haid . 
Goin ' tuh run ' im  away . Well , yo ' gon ' a  knock it in der e .  Dat p eg gon ' a  b e  all 
de way in . He ' s  gone . 

Well , yo ' - like yo ' goin '  to b e  wit anothah wumman .  Well , prob ' ly she will 
leave some of ' er clothes somewhere .  Yo ' git a piece of ' er clothes . Well , when 
yo ' git tuh do whut chew wanta do wit ' er ,  yo ' wanta dry off wit dat cloth .  Don ' 
let dat wumman dry off wit it . Yo ' take an ' yo ' dry off wit it . Yo ' take dat 
c loth an ' yo ' put it  in yore pocket an ' go r ight where yo ' stay at . An ' take yo ' 
a hot iron , place it on a bo ' d .  An ' take yo ' a hot iron an ' go out an ' g it chew 
some chicken manure . Yo ' put it [manure]  in dere [ cloth] an ' yo ' fold dat cloth 
eithah way yo ' wanta fold i t . Fold it  nice yo ' know . An ' yo ' pre�at good an ' 
tight on dere - good an ' tight where it dry dat stuff all up in dere , see . An' 
yo ' weah dat in yore lef ' hind pocket . Well , dis wumman she comin ' back tuh yo ' .  
Long as yo ' keep dat thing in yore pocket . Weah dat till she come back . 

Well , ah heard dis heah now. She wanta go out a t  night an ' she don' t van' ' er  
husban ' tuh bo thah ' er - keep ' im  asleep , somepin like dat . Well , she have ' er  
husban ' ' fo '  she go . She have him ' fo '  she go an ' she take dat cloth dat she dry 
on, dat dey dry on . She take hit . Prob ' ly she go an ' she wash. She git a rag 
big enough cuz she expectin ' dat . An ' she ' ll fol ' dat cloth like she want it . 
Well , she git up den an ' put it on undah ' er clothes , an ' she weah dat cloth 
right ' tween - on ' er womb , see . An ' she go anywhere she wanta go . Be won ' t say 
anythin ' about it . 

Git chew some graveyard dirt . Like yo ' want luck,  git chew sa-e gravey.ard 
dirt . An ' yo ' go dere ' bout twelve a ' clock.  An ' be sure it ' s  yellah dirt . Yo ' 
git  chew some dis yellah dirt an ' git chew a li ' le bag , a li ' le black cloth, an' 
sew it up where i t  b e  ' bout dat long [ demonstrates ] . Well , yo 1 git dat . Well ,  
yo ' git  chew a f rog an ' put in dat an ' yo ' sew it up . An' carry it tub yore 
house an ' git chew nine p ins , nine nails at least . Well , yo ' bury dis heah dere 
at dere , a t  chure do ' steps . Yo ' bury dese nails . Yo ' dr ive ' aa  down, down front 
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yore do ' lak dat , see [ demonstrate s ] . 
(Those nails lean out from the door . )  
Yes sir , nails out from de do ' lak dis heah [demonstrates again] . 
(What will that do ? Br ing luck? ) 
[At beginning of rite informant says it is for luck . ]  
Yes sir .  Well ,  when yo ' bury dem down dere,  from yore do ' see , dat 's tPouble 

Zeavin ' yo ' do ' . Dem nails , dat ' s  trouble leavin ' yore do ' right dere . Well , 
dat change yore luck . Dat dirt dere is yore luck . Long as dat dirt stay dere 
yore luck is still dere . 

(Did you say something about a fPog in thePe ? )  
Yo ' could put dat frog inside dat sack an ' sew ' im  up . 
A person die - well , when he die ,  IF YO ' DON ' WANTA TAKE A CHANCE ON GOIN ' TUB 

[THE] GRAVEYARD , WHEN HE DIE YO 1 CUT 1 IS "DOG FINGAH" OFF . 
(Which is the dog fingeP? Show me the dog fingeP . Which hand ? )  
EITBAH ONE OF 1 IS HANDS [DEMONSTRATES ] • 
(THAT INDEX FINGER Is THE "DOG FINGER" ? )  
DAT DE "DOG FINGER , " YES SIR .  
Yo ' cut ' is f ingah off [ b efore bur ial ] . Yo ' take his f ingah an ' git chew 

some salt , an ' git chew some alum, an ' git  chew some vinegah . Well , yo ' p ickle 
it down good an ' let it stay in a j ar .  Git chew a red piece of cloth an ' yo ' 
sew dis j ar up . F ir s ' tighten de  lid of  de  j ar t ight an ' yo ' sew it up in dere . 
Go tub yore  f iahplace up undah yore house an ' bury it by yore f iahplace . When 
yo ' bury dat , dat ' s  luck ag ' in .  

(Luck for wha t ? ) 
Dat ' s  luck fo ' anythin ' .  S ' long [ so long ] as dat f ingah stayin ' der e ,  why 

yore luck is st ill on . An ' if i t  go tub g i t t in '  kinda weak , yo ' go  tub de  grave
yard an ' a!! chew some of dat dirt from where dat fellah wuz buried at , right 
from ovah ' is face . Puts it in a sack an ' bury it down dere . Well , dat will 
bring customahs . Lak yo ' got a business , dat bring customahs an ' all . 

(Where would you bury this dirt down? ) 
Right down where yo ' bury de j ar at . 
Lak a per son die an ' yo ' wanta gain love , home , tote plenty-a money or any

thing . Yo ' go dere [ graveyard ] ' bout one a ' clock at  night an ' yo ' take - git  
chew somepin 1 nothah , anythin ' ,  cut dat footbo ' d ,  yo ' know, an ' cut a ' ni t ial on 
dat , up undah de ground of dat bo ' d ,  yo ' know , where anybody can ' t  see it . Cut 
a ' ni t ial on it in three plac es . D en yo ' cut ' bout nine notches up from de 
' nitial s . See , cut nine notches up from de , dat ' nit ials , lak yo ' do tub a tree 
or anythin ' . Cut nine notches up from dis ' ni t ial . Den yo ' covah dat back up . 
J is '  go tub de haidbo ' d  an ' cut chure ' nitial on dat one , see . Yo ' cut ' bout 
f ive notches up from it - eithah way yo ' wanta leave yo ' see - an ' covah dat back 
up . Yo 1 go back dere de nex ' day or two . Yo ' git  chew some ole cow manure an ' 
yo ' burn dat ,  an ' yo ' put it in a papah sack . Wrap it up good an ' put it at dis 
haid an ' put i t  at  dis  foot . Dat ' s  luck . Dat ' s  tot in '  money an ' evahthin ' .  
Dat ' s  keepin '  de law away an ' evahthin ' . 

(You cut both the headboard and the footboard when you are doing this? )  
Yes sir . 
Fo ' gamblin ' ,  yo ' git chew a card , a ace of spades . Yo ' teah [ tear ] de ace 

of spades an ' yo ' burn it . Af tah yo ' burn it yo ' take up all de ashes . Git chew 
same salt an ' yo ' put it in der� good , stir it up good . Go gits  some sugah an ' 
yo ' put s da t up in dere . Git chew a deck of cards , a whole deck an ' rub it  in 
dem ashes good . Yo ' wrap dem ashes up an ' g it chew a � an '  put it in yore 
pocket . Well , yo ' go t � on yore f ingah . Open dat sack [ drop r ing in] , shake 
it  up good , an ' put da t [ ring back] on yore f ingah . Den yo ' rub han ' s right 
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good , see . Take some of dat [ashes from bag ] an ' put it in yore pocket , yore 
fob pocket or anywhere - any yore pockets is all r ight . GO INTUB A GAMBLIN ' GAME, 
GIT TUH DE DO I t WALK IN DE DO I AN I YO I WALK R IGHT TUH - AST ANYBODY GIT UP I SAY I 
"YO '  GIT UP . "  PUT SOME DAT STUFF ON YORE HAN ' . PUT IT BACK IN YORE POCKET . ALL 
RIGHT . DEN YO ' GO DEN AN ' YO ' FIXED FO ' GAMBLIN ' .  DAT ' S LUCK . 

Dey take yore han ' wr it in '  - take dat lettah . Dey burn all fo ' coruahs of dis 
lettah . Yo ' carry it tub a graveyard an ' bury it r ight down side of  any person, 
whether yo ' know ' em  or not - j is '  bury dat lettah down s ide any person . � 
become nervous . Dey change so much . Dat upset some man ' s mind . Dat wbut de ' 
do wit a lettah . 

Yo ' take now if yo ' wanta run a person crazy ; don ' wanta run ' tm  crazy , up set 
' is min ' or anythin ' . Well , yo ' take an ' yo ' write his name . Yo ' wr ite his ua.e 
on a p iece of papah in big black lettahs . Yo ' wr ite his name down dere . Yo ' 
take d is sheet of papah an ' yo ' fol ' dis sheet of  papah one t tme [demonstrates ] .  

(To you . ) 
Yes sir .  An ' yo ' take dat lettah ag ' in an ' put anothah piece of papah on der� 

Vell , yo ' g o  tub a cat an ' cut it . Cut some of ' is hair off r ight ' tween ' is 
� an '  put in dat papah dere,  an ' yo ' fol ' dat papah up good den . Yo ' take dat 
an '  yo ' go an ' bury it undah yor e  f iahplace .  Dat dr ive a man crazy,  j is '  s top 
' fm  from do in '  mos '  anythin ' . 

Well , yo ' take dis dog manure ,  take dat an ' put it in a pan . Git chew some 
gasoline . All right yo ' put dat in dere . Git some cow manure dat ' s  lingahed 
dere [ dry manur e ] . Yo ' take all dat an ' yo ' burn it , burn it up t ill git be j is'  
a ashes . Yo ' take dem ashes den an ' yo ' put ' em  in some sulphuh an ' some vinegah. 
Yo ' put dat in dere too an ' yo ' shake it up good [A FIRE ENGINE GOES BY ! ] .  

Well , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' dig a good roun ' hole . Yo ' bury dat all . Well , 
yo '  steps nine t imes ovah dat , circle dat nine t imes , den back off from dere . 

Dat br ings yo ' �· Dat keep de  law away an ' anythin ' .  
Well , lak yo ' do a murdah cr ime - somp in lak dat , kill a man . Well , yo ' � 

ovah dis man one t tme an ' den j ump back ovah dis man . Well , yo ' go on d en tub d e  
graveyard an ' git chew some of dat clay outa de bottom of d is f ellah ' s grave.  
Dig ' way down r ight up tub d e  coffin an ' git  chew some of dirt  offa his face . 
Den put it in yore sock . Take one of yore socks dat chew been weahin ' , take off 
de  sho e .  Put it in dere , yo ' st ick it  in dere good an ' tight . Den go tub a ole 
lady ' s house , someone wit gray ha ir , take some of ' er gray hair out of  ' er haid . 
Yo ' put it in dat sock . Well , yo ' back out dat do ' an ' den yo ' go  on where yo ' 
girl fren ' lives , see . Goes tub ' er mattress , go tub de centah of de ma t tress 
an ' put in d ere dat sock . Well , yo ' sew dat sock up good . Well , yo ' take it 
den an ' yo ' go bury it undah yore house , den .  Longah [ later ] yo ' git  aways fro. 
dere , yo ' go an ' d ig dat up den an ' put it in yore pocket . 

Well , den yo ' go back up dere an ' let ' em  ketch yo ' den , yo ' see . 
When yo ' go up dere , see - yo ' go up dere , dey may throw out d e  case.  Vell , 

it might cost j oo somepin . See , dat ' s  good luck fo ' killin ' . 
Heard of  ' em  bo ' in '  a hole in a tree . Well , j is '  lak yo ' livin ' wit aa.ebody 

an '  j is '  can ' t  git along wit ' em , j is '  could kill ' em  or somepin . Vell , yo ' take 
an '  go tub a tree an ' bo ' a hole in de  tree . An ' git  chew some salt an '  yo ' put 
it in d e  tree . Git chew a piece of tin or anythin ' an ' na il it OVi:b dat bark . 

Well ,  d en yo ' go tub dere house den . Yo ' git de  sole of dey ole shoe, a piece 
of dey ole shoe anyway , an ' put it intuh dat p eg . Yo 1 drive dat peg in dere . 
Dey gonna git  sick den , if dey ain ' t sick already . 

Well ,  yo ' go on up tub dey house den ,  be talkin ' wit ' em . Befo ' yo ' go up 
dere , git chew some snuff . Git chew some snuff an ' same sulgbuh. Yo ' tell ' em  
dey ought rub wit some salve , "Well , rub wit d is heah salve. Dey rub wit dat . 
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Tell ' em den dat chew rub ' em. Well , yo ' rub ' um .  Yo ' git a piece  of dey bed
clothes an ' carry it tuh a graveyard , an ' yo ' bury it . Put it on de lef ' s� 
of dis man , on de lef ' side of de graveyard . Yo ' bury it down dere , see . An ' 
den go on back tuh ' em . Git chew some !!!!• an ' git chew some black peppah, an ' 
git chew some susah , an ' rub dat all tuhgethah in a li ' le sack.  An ' � dat � 
an ' j is '  put it undah dere mattress - in de mattress , if yo ' kin git it in de 
mattress . An' dat gits holt [ of ]  dat . 

(What is  that for now? ) 
Oat ' s  fo ' killin ' a person , dat ' s  tuh git rid of yore enemies .  
Well , git chew nine pegs , green pegs - yes sir , nine green pegs . Well , lak if 

a woman - if it ain ' t  a woman, git a man ' s britches ' [breeches]  laig . Take a 
man ' s britchaa ' laig . Well , yo ' drive down two of dose pegs . Put piece of dis 
britches ' laig ' tween dem pegs . Well , yo ' git chew den - yo ' git chew three 
straight pinf • Well , yo ' put one heah on dis side of de do ' an ' one dis side of 
' em. Den yo git chew a piece of dis man ' s britches ' laig an ' yo ' bury it down 
der e .  Den yo ' put dis othah pin down dere good , where nobody can ' t see it . Den 
yo ' walk back off from dere . Git chew nine pegs an ' yo ' drive ' em  so many up dis
away . Well , some go off right . Den yo ' put one up in de middle of dat , see . Dea 
git chew some chicken manure an' yo ' burn hit an ' go dere an ' scattah it ovah da£ 
durin ' de ni&ht .  Let rt be maybe ' bout firs ' part of de night about nine a ' cl� 
sompin lak dat . Well , in a day or two dey will be move . Dey be gone , dey can ' t 
stay dere . Dey gone somewhere . Ah ' ve seen dat done mahself . 

Ah ' ve heard ' em - lak yo ' wanta gain de influence of a wumman . Well , she 
stayin ' tuh a house somewhere .  Maybe dere 1 s  a li1 le tree or somepin by dere . 
Yo ' go tuh ' er house - firs ' when yo ' go dere yo ' go on back an ' chat wit ' er a 
while .  Well , yo ' git some of ' er hair an ' yo ' put it in yore lef ' pocket . Yo ' 
go ovah tuh dat tree an' cut a - maybe it ' s  a li ' le small tree . Yo ' cut dis tree 
�· Dat tree open up dere ' bout d&t high , j is '  a place fo ' her hair . 

Yo ' walk right atr�ight up dere - dofi ' t  look back , right straight . Yo ' go up 
dere an ' yo ' se t down an ' yo ' take yo ' a knife 1  a good sharp knife . Well , yo ' 
trim it down tuh de size yo ' want it ; but always , see , trim it tuhwards dis wua
man ' s house . Den yo ' CUT IT UP LAK A COFFIN , see . Well , aftah yo ' cut it lak 
a coffin ,  yo ' take her hair an ' yo '  put it in dere . Yo ' take yo ' some dirt , sa.e 
yellah dirt , some clay , an ' yo ' pack it in dat dirt . Well yo ' go back right up 
tuh ' er house strailftt tuh ' er kitchen ari 1  take dis coffin ,  an ' yo ' dig a hole 
lak yo ' would [ tor ] a coffin .  Yo ' bury dis coff in down in dere . Well , yo ' shove 
de dirt  up ovah it an ' yo ' put chew a peg at dis end an '  a pes at  dat end [ for 
headboard and footboard ] . 

Den yo ' go ovah tub dta wummatt ' a house an' gits a piece of ' er stockin ' - any
thin ' , bein ' it ' s  hers . Den yo 1 g8 bACk dere an ' yo ' bury dat at de haid of dis 
li ' le cof fin dat yo ' got buried down dere . D1• wumman ,  well she laks [ likes ] ,o '  
den .  She d o  anythin ' fo ' yo ' . 

Ah ' ve seen dat did . 
(You bury this hair in thl coffin , then you bury the sock at the head of  the 

grave? )  
Yea air . 
Well , if yo ' son ' a  b ' lieve in dis cunjure , dey go tuh a graveyard . Firs ' dey 

so tuh dis mqgiaman [ f irst appearance of this word up to this point ] . 
Dis ma.giaman will tell ' em  tuh go tuh a graveyard . Yo ' go tuh a graveyard an' 

yo : gi� some of dis heah graveyard dirt , yellah dirt . Yo ' bring it back tuh · �  
an he 11 take a cat - he kill die black cat . An '  he boil dis black cat , boil 
dis cat till all de meat come off de bones . Den he take dis black eat ' s  left
hind-laig bone an ' put it in dis graveyard dirt . An ' den he ' ll put it away in 
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some salt den fo ' while , till a day or two . He ' ll tell yo ' come back . � . dey 
come back . Well , dey give me dis heah , dis dir t an ' dis bone in dat . Dey �ella 
me tub go bury dat on de lef ' -han ' side of de cornah of yore house . Dey go bury 
it dere . Well , in a few days latah dey come back an ' dey tell ' em who did it . 

(You mean some man will have to tell them that? ) 
Yes . 
(WHAT KIND OF A MAN DO YOU CALL THAT? ) 
A "MAGICMAN" OR A "ROOTMAN . " 
(Probab ly who had heard o f  this man? ) 
Yes sir . 
Whut dey do wit perfume , ah heard dis . Whut dey do wit perfume , if yo ' wanta 

gain influence wit a fren ' , wumman or eithah a man . If yo ' wan ' luck an ' dey go t 
plenty money ; if yo ' wan ' dis  money an ' yo ' wan ' ' im tub b e ,  j is '  no t tub have 
any money at all .  

Git chew some Hearts Co logne an ' put some dis Hearts Co logne in whiskey if 
he ' s  a whiskey drinkah . If he not a whiskey drinkah , well in anythin ' lak yo ' 
eat - lak he have dinnah . Take some of dat Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' po ' in some 
food whut ' s  cookin ' an ' let it  b e  cookin ' on.  

Well , while sett in '  dere , be talkin ' , well , ah come dere an ' b e  up  clo se by 
' im  an ' git some o f  ' is hair or maybe his han ' ke ' chuf or somepin. An ' tell ' im  
excuse yuh an ' yo ' go ou�go ' way out . Git tub a tree . Well , yo ' dig it nine 
diff ' ren ' ways - dig  dat tree nine diff ' ren ' ways . Well , den yo ' bury dis . ----

(Wha t about this tree nine d if ferent ways? ) 
Go tub a tree an ' yo ' dig nine diff ' ren '  ways o f f  from dis  tree , yes nine 

diff ' ren ' ways off  from dis tree . Well , den yo ' take an ' yo ' bury dis  heah han 
ke ' chuf o f  de  hair , whichevah yo ' git , right clo se by de roo t o f  dis tree . An ' 
yo ' take yore t ime an ' yo ' covah d i s  back up . An ' aftah yo ' got dis  covahed , yo ' 
go back an ' yo ' talk . A day or two an ' yo ' go back an ' covah de  rest of  dese 
hole back up . 

Well , a day or two yo ' go tub ' im an ' yo ' wanta borrah maybe three hunderd 
dollahs from ' im .  He tell yo ' all he kin let chew have is a hunderd . Yo ' go tub 
' im  an ' yo ' pay ' im back . Well , he gon ' a  forgit about dat , cuz ' is mind is git
tin ' bad . 

Well , yo ' go back tub ' im an ' yo ' wanta borrah some mo ' money . Af tah while 
yo ' has ' im broke an ' yo ' have all ' is money , an ' all ' is fren ' s .  

(What do you mean by those other ho les? When do you cover them up ? )  
Yo ' covah one o f  ' em up de time yo ' bury de hair o r  de han ' ke ' chuf - depend 

on whut chew git . Yo ' covah one of d em up den . A day or two latah yo ' go back 
dere an ' covah de rest of ' em back up dere . 

(Don ' t you put anything in them? ) 
Don ' t put anythin ' in d em .  Jis ' covah up dose nine ho les . 
(What do you do to inf luence the boss? ) 
Well , when yo ' go tub dis  man - firs ' befo ' yo ' go tub any man - er [or] any

thin ' - yo ' go tub ' im an ' yo ' ast ' im  about a j ob .  Prob ' ly he might say he 
ain ' t got no openin ' . Maybe he tell yo ' tub come back latah . Well, vbeo he tell 
yo ' tub come back latah , dere ' s  no t no openin ' . Tell yo ' come back latah an ' he 
talk tub yo ' den . Well , he tell yo ' come back latah . Well , yo ' so den an ' go 
tub some o le lady an ' git some o f  ' er hair . Yo ' put i t  in yore pocke� ban ' ke ' 
chuf , dat hair . Wrap it up an ' bring i t  tuhward s  yo ' ,  an ' yo ' carry it from yo ' 
dataway [ demonstrates ] .  

(Then you fold one side of  it  and then the other side of it . )  
Yes . Den yo ' go back dere , day or two , an ' ast  dis man fo ' a job . See , yo ' 

drop dis heah han ' ke ' chuf down right dere by de do ' somewhere . Den yo ' go on 
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back den 1 an ' durin '  de night yo ' come back ' bout two a ' clock an ' yo ' dig yo ' a 
hole dis way an ' a hole disaway - about three hole . Dig one off r ight 1 one lef ' 
an ' one in de middle . Jis ' don ' let nobody know dat somebody dig it dere yo ' 
know. Yo ' take yo ' three matches 1 let de haid o f  ' em be off . All right 1 yo ' 
put one in de  middle of dis heah hole heah 1 one in de middle of  dis heah 1 an ' 
one up in de centah one . 

Well 1 when yo ' do dat 1 yo ' take dem matches - yo ' take one dem matches an ' yo ' 
strike it  up [ upwards ] an ' yo ' set i t  afiah . Let it burn down clean tuh groun ' . 
If i t  go out 1 let it burn ag ' in .  Den yo ' covah dat trench up . 

Well 1 yo ' go on den .  Go tuh somewhere dat cow manure at  an ' git  some of dis 
manure .  When yo ' git  i t  yo ' come back an ' yo ' put it  in dese li ' le holes aftah 
dem matches 1 see . Den yo ' covah dem holes up tuh de middle an ' let dem matches 
stay dere . 

Den yo ' go  on an ' yo ' git  chew some of dis heah perfume 1 HeaPts Co logne per-
fume . 

(How many of those matches do you burn up? )  
Jis ' one of dem. 
Git some dis perfume an ' yo ' put it all ovah yo ' . Put all on yo ' ves t  up heah 

an ' rub some of it in yore han ' s .  An ' yo ' take some in yore han ' s an ' yo ' take 
one stran ' out at de mole of yore haid . Got a ring an ' yo ' put dat ring on yore 
fingah . Go tuh dis man an ' ast ' im  fo ' a j ob .  Yo ' ll open yore han ' . Well 1 dis 
man kin not turn yo ' down . 

(Now when you drop that handkerchief down there the f irst  time what do you do? 
Leave it there? ) 

Jis ' leave it right dere until dey move it  aside . 
All right 1 if yo ' in bus iness an ' yo ' ain ' t got no mo ' customahs 1 anythin ' yo ' 

take - go an ' git chew a ole coat 1 no mattah whut kinda coat it is . Git dat 
pocket outa dere 1 pocket out dat ole coat . Yo ' go back tuh dis graveyard an ' git 
tuh de lef 1 foot 1 lef ' side of  ' em . Yo ' dig way down dere tuh dat coffin an ' git 
chew some dat dirt out of dere . Yo ' put it in dat ole coat pocket 1 see . All 
right 1 yo ' go out dere an ' git  chew some ole mule manure 1  sompin lak dat 1  an ' yo ' 
burn it . Git chew some sulphuh an ' yo ' burn dat good . Git chew a penny 1 not 
silvah1  wit dat sulphuh an ' burn dat penny . Yo ' put it in der e .  All right . Yo ' 
fol ' dat an ' sew it up . Yo ' carry it den or have yo ' a drawah somewhere an ' put 
dat .  Don ' let nuthin else b e  in dere but dat pocket an ' dat . 

Git chew a penny den an ' yo ' drive it down in yo ' do ' .  Git chew a horseshoe 
at twelve a ' clock an ' yo ' carry it tuh yore place . Yo ' wanta git some slick shot 
at  it  ag ' in .  Yo ' go back an ' nail it up ovah yore do ' .  Yo ' ll git all de trade 
yo ' wanta . When dey come in dere one t ime dey j is '  keep comin ' . 

(If  I am bootlegging 1 [ how] to keep the law away7 ) 
If de law evah ketch chew - well 1 if de law evah come roun ' dere one time . 

Well when he leave 1 well yo ' git  de foot of  ' is track . Git chew some dirt out 
of ' is right-han ' shoe shoe track . Firs ' 1 put it in a bottle . Go tuh de othah 1 
de lef ' -han ' shoe [ track] an ' git some outa dat 1 an ' yo ' put it in a bottle . Git 
dat dirt an ' yo ' s top it up good an ' tight . Dat ' s  fo ' de law. 

Go tuh dat stream dat ' s  runnin ' far beyond . Take de bottle by de neck an ' j is' 
tos s it  ovah in dat stream 1  dat ' s  runnin ' 1 comin ' swif t .  Dat law nevah will com� 
Come evahwher e 1  but it nevah will come roun ' yore plac e .  H e  might come in dere 1 
wanta know - want chew tuh he ' p ' im ketch someone 1 but he nevah will come in dere 
an ' trouble yo ' ' bout anythin ' .  

Well 1 when a woman minist rat e ,  well she cook dat in some tomato soup or sompin 
lak dat . Dere two or  three thin ' whut she take dat an ' give tuh ' im wit - some 
toma to soup or anythin ' .  Well 1 she ministratin ' an ' while she cookin ' she ' ll 
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take some watah , an ' she ' ll rinch [ rinse ] dis heah rag , she veah, out in ao.e 
watah . An ' she ' ll put about nine drops of  it in de pot dat she' s cookiD' in. 
Well , she won ' t eat none o f  it , see , r ight den . She ' ll call yo ' [a  .an) in an '  
let chew eat . See?  

Well , dat stuff put s dat whiskey dr inkah - quits  it altuhgethah .  Be won ' t  
drink no mo ' a t  all . 

If someone steal anythin ' from ' em an ' if yo ' kin git  dere track.  If ,a ' caa' t  
git dere track , if yo ' wanta bring ' em back - wan ' ' em to bring dat stuff hack .  
Jis ' lak dey go t it  ovah dere , see . Well , yo ' take yo ' a stick,  a green pea dis 
t ime - a green one . Git chew a red piece of cloth. Git a stick about dat loaa 
[ demonstrates ] . Git chew a red piece of cloth an ' yo ' sew it roun ' dat stick. 

(About a foot long . )  
Yes sir . Firs ' 1 yo ' .£!!!. chew about three notches on dat peg . Go tuh a post 

daid pos t , eithah a daid tree or anythin ' , j is '  so it ' s  daid . Yo ' bo ' a hole in 
dat tree . Well , yo ' throw it up at de cornah of dat tree an ' yo ' ketch dat . Yo ' 
ket ch it in anythin ' ,  j is '  so yo ' ketch dat af tah yo ' throw it up . [ THROWING A 
STICK UP INTO THE AIR AND CATCHING IT , this is the f irst t ime in HOODOO . ] Yo ' 
take dat an ' yo ' drive dat peg in dere ag ' in .  Yo ' take a straight p in if yo ' kiD, 
cuz dat [ is ]  green wood an ' it soft . Yo ' take dat straight p in an ' yo ' stick it 
in dere . Yo ' take some of dat sawdust [ from the bored hole]  den an ' git chew 
some sulphuh an ' a penny . An ' d ig a hole by dat dead tree down dere - dat daid 
pos t  whut chew put it in . Dig a hole down dere an ' put dat down dere an ' yo ' 
burn it . Den while it ' s  burnin ' , yo ' take it an ' yo ' covah it up . J is ' covah 
it up an ' let it smoldah right on.  

Well , dey gain ' bring it back an ' dey gain ' bring mo ' den dey brought . An ' 
dey gain ' t ell yo ' dey de one dat got it . Yo ' gain anythin ' dat chew want dat
away . 

De willah tree de only thin ' ah heerd . Dey git de [ top ] bud of de tree . Dey 
go out tuh de tree ' bout six a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' put de bud out dis 
tree in de spring - de bud out dere . Yo ' cut de bud out de tree . Well , [while] 
yo ' comin ' down yo ' git  chew ' bout nine leaves of  dis willah tree , too - li ' le 
sharp green leaves , while yo ' comin ' down . Well , yo ' come on down . When yo ' 
git down , yo ' cut chew a peg - three pegs shar� . Cut it uf tuhward de tree vbere 
yo ' come out . An ' yo ' take yore peg [ pegs ]  an yo 1 drive em down by dat willah 
tree out dere . Den yo ' git chew somp in an ' yo ' cut chew a li ' le hole off fro. 
�ree de way yo '  go . Jis ' walk dere an ' dig a li ' le hole out from dere. vel1 
yo ' go an ' git chew some sulphuh an ' some sodee an ' j is 1  throw it on dis bole 
dere . See? Den yo ' come back off on de side of it an ' yo ' covah dis hole up .  
Covah dat hole up good . Well , aftah yo ' covah dat hole up ,  yo '  go on den �t de 
[top ] bud of dat tree . Yo ' go on an ' set on yo ' do ' steps . Well , it be ' bout 
seven a ' clock den . Yo ' go an ' set on yo ' do ' step . Well , dat wumman ca.e baCk 
tuh yuh den , if yo ' wan ' dis wumman 1  think ' bout ' er .  Well , den yo ' take an' 
yo ' write her name on a piece of papah . Yo ' put down all dem leaves . Yell, yo ' 
cross ' em up . Yo ' put ' em  in a piece of papah an ' - well , dat piece of � 
dat ' s got ' er name on da t .  Yo ' fold da t piece of papah up . Den yo ' take �  a 
Riece of leathah an ' yo ' wrap it up good , an ' yo ' dig down j is '  as far as yo' 
ara kin reach down , an ' yo ' put it down in dere . Well , now yo ' take dat had of 
dat tree an ' yo ' cut it up good an ' fine . Yo ' pack it down in dere, too. Yo ' 
aot ' er name down on a p iec e of  papah good , an ' yo ' wrap it up b7 ttaelf an '  put 
it down dere too , an ' take an ' covah it up . Put nine shoepriDts OD �t . j is '  pack 
it down dere nine t imes . 

Well , dis wumman ,  if she gone , she ' ll come back tUh yo ' . Well, if abe ain ' t ,  
evahthin ' she do she ' 11 do it f o '  yo ' • If a wumman got any .oaey, she give yo ' 
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all de  money she got . 
(What do you take from that willow tree? That bud , you say? ) 
Go out tuh de tree an ' yo ' take de bud . 
(What do you do with that? ) 
De top , dat t ip top bud yo ' see . 
(The t ip top of  the tree , the bud r ight in the center o f  the tree , cut off the 

bud . ) 
Yes sir . 
About usin ' needles - lak yo ' wanted tuh hurt a enemy an ' yo ' laked dat enemy 

an ' yo ' wanted tuh bring ' fm  back , ah heerd dis . Yo ' take yo ' a red piece of  
cloth - git  d e  three red pieces . Firs ' yo ' take one needle an ' st ick it - j is '  
pin ' em  tuhgethah , right in de middle of  ' em . Take two needles an ' put on each 
side of ' em . 

All right . Yo ' take dis den an ' yo ' d ig a li ' le trench an ' yo ' bury dese [ 3 ]  
needles in fron ' o f  ' is do ' - well , j is '  so it ' s  i n  fron ' of ' is do ' .  Take dose 
othah needles , say about nine needles - take dose othah needles , yo ' st ick ' em  
down where nobody can ' t even see dose needles .  Yo ' put ' em all tuhgethah . Yo ' 
git chew some � an ' some sodee , an ' yo ' burn dis sodee till it g it plumb brovn. 
Yo ' put it in a black piece o f  cloth an ' yo ' wrop dat up . Yo ' bring it tuhward s 
yo ' [while wrapping ] . Yo ' carry it from yo ' an ' yo ' wrop both sides tuhgethah . 
Yo ' come out der e  an ' yo ' bury it right undah yore do ' steps . 

Well , he ' ll come back tuh yo ' an ' he ' ll fall on ' is knees an ' beg yo ' kindly 
pahdon [ pardon] . He come back an ' yo ' pahdon ' im . Anythin ' he got yo ' kin git . 

Take a gunshell [ train whistles ] an ' take all de li ' le balls [ shot ]  out of it . 
Take dis cap an ' blast it some way or ' nothah . Den yo ' go tuh ' im  an ' yo ' git 
' is fingahnail an ' yo ' put it in dat li ' le cap . Yo ' git  some of ' is hair an ' yo ' 
put dat cap tuh it � Den yo ' take it an ' git  chew some powdah somewhere .  Yo ' 
put dat in dat cap good . All right . When yo ' put dat in dat cap , yo ' wrap it 
up an ' go tuh where dere ' s  a s tream of watah dat ' s  runnin ' swift .  Take dat an ' 
have a li ' le string on dat , an ' yo ' take it  an ' j is '  SWING IT OVAH THREE TIME ,  
OVAH YO ' HAID THREE TIME , AN ' DEN THROW IT OVAH IN DE WATAH an ' let it go . [ This 
is a new overhead rite . ] Dat brings yo ' luck . Dat carry ' way yore frien ' s - any 
way yo ' wan '  it [ to ]  work . Carry it ovah [ your head ] three time . Dat supposed 
tuh b e  yore luck . 

See , yo ' throw it  ovah in dat watah dere . Dat brings yo ' luck in anythin ' .  
(Whose f ingernails do you put in there? ) 
De one dat chew want good luck or wanta gain influence wit , or anythin ' , git 

' is f ingahnail . 
Yo ' take chicken feathahs - git chew nine black hen chicken feathahs . Yo ' 

�ull ' em  outa der e  tail whilst she ' s alive . Yo ' pull ' em  outa de tail . Yo ' wrop 
em up good . While wroppin ' ' em  yo ' drop a penny down in dese feathahs . Wrop ' ea  

up good an ' t ight . All right . Yo ' wrop ' em  up good an ' tight wit dat penny down 
in ' em. 

Well , go tuh - by yo ' self - yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks of de road in de night an ' se� 
down , an ' yo ' build a li ' le f iah . Yo ' throw dese feathahs in dis  f iah . Not a 
b ig one . Yo ' j is '  throw dese feathahs in di s f iah . When da t f iah burn down , da� 
penny an ' dat feathahs g it chew de ashes up an ' git chew a pocket out of a coat . 
anythin ' [ a  pocket out o f  anything ] , an ' yo ' put dese ashes in it , penny an ' all . 
an ' sew dat pocket up good . 

[ Here and elsewhere informant gives f irst  example of  an old pocket being used 
for a small sack to hold a hand. ] 

Den yo ' go. on den tuh a graveyard r ight to a grave an ' yo ' bury dis . Den yo ' 
take yo ' two pegs . An ' yo ' put one heah ' bout r ight at de gate an ' den yo ' go 
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on alone an ' yo ' put one down tub a - anywheres say 1 yo ' put one down about a 
hunderd yard on from dere [ from the gate ] . Yo ' leave dat . Den yo ' count up tub 
three . Den yo ' back it  up t ill it come up tub ' bout nine steps 1 den yo ' turn 
roun ' an ' go home . 

Well 1 dat keep yo ' from gittin '  caught if yo ' doin ' anythin ' bad an ' wanta git 
away .  Dat keep s yuh from git t in '  caught . 

Go out tub de roots  o f  a tree . Well 1 yo ' git dere . 
[ Here I stopped recording until informant mentioned what the woodPecker pecks. 

Immediat ely I restart ed machine with the following explanation : ] 
(THIS STUFF THAT THE WOODPECKER PECKS OUT OF THE HOLE . )  
[The reader will remember that what the wooapeckeP pecks was mentioned back 

in the preceding int erview hundreds of miles away in New Orleans . see p . 2 299 1 
line 37f . However . the two stories are ent irely different . ]  

Well 1 yo ' keep dis . Rake i t  up even i f  a li ' le dirt go ' long .  Rake i t  up . 
An '  git chew a li ' le ole peg - make any kinda peg 1 so long as it a peg . Yo ' dig 
down tub de clay down dere wit dat peg .  Yo ' take some o f  dat an ' yo ' put i t  in a 
red piece of cloth . Wrop it up an ' covah it back up . Yo ' git chew three straight 
pin . Put one no ' th 1  one east 1 an ' one in de  middle of it . Well 1 yo ' back off 
from dere about nine steps an ' yo ' turn an1 yo ' walk on. Well 1 yo ' got dis in 
yore han '  right on.  Yo ' go on den an ' yo ' git chew some sulphuh 1 g it chew some 
sodee 1 an ' git  chew some salt . Well 1 yo ' take dat in a rag an ' yo ' fold it up 
aood . Git chew a iron - go g it chew a real hot iron an ' a li ' le ironin ' bo ' d . 
An '  yo ' pres s dat good an ' t ight 1 good an ' t ight until it scorchin ' . Den yo ' 
take it an ' yo ' go tub yore mat tress where yo ' sleep at 1 an ' put it up undah yore 
!!!!• r ight in yo re mattress . Den yo ' sew yore mat t ress back up an 1 put chure 
pillah back ovah it . 

Well 1 now dat 1 if yo ' b e  in busines s .  dat makes yuh . Customah comes fPom al l 
�hePe. Dat brings  j oo trade an ' evahthin ' .  

Ah heah of ' em ketchin ' a mockin ' bird while he set . An ' anyway . when yo ' ketch 
a .ackin ' bird - while he settin1 on dem aigs 1 while he go t aigs . yo ' ketch dis 
.ackin ' bird . Well 1 yo ' don ' kill dis mockin ' bird . Put on yo ' a hot pot of watah 1 
let it be boilin ' . Take dis  mockin ' bird an ' put ' im  in it 1 an ' yo ' put a lid on 
it quick . Take dis mockin ' bird an ' yo ' put ' im in it alive . An ' yo ' put a lid 
on it right quick an ' hold de  lid on it . Well 1 den yo ' let de  lid stay on it fo ' 
a vbile . Den yo ' take dis mockin ' bird out an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' take an ' rub ' is 
featbahs . Yo ' rub ' is feathahs like dat until dey g it plumb clean den [ from the 
flesh] . See? Yo ' take his feathahs an ' git chew a red p iece of cloth about de 
size o f  yore han ' . Yo ' put de feathahs in it an ' yo ' sew dis  feathahs up good . 
iell 1 yo ' put dat in yore lef ' -hin ' pocket . 

[Up to here this is my only example of  killing a mockingbird . a bird usually 
ezempted from human annoyance .  For a rare estimat ion o f  this bird 1 see p . l601 1 
last t itle quotat ion . one repeated on unnumbered p . l85 2 . ]  

Yo ' take dis mockin ' bird an ' yo ' cut ' im  an ' yo ' sit ' is heart . Yo ' put ' is 
heart in some vinegah an ' some sulphuh an ' some salt an ' yo ' put dat up tight 1 
see. Go tub de cornah of yore porch 1 airy [ any] cornah 1 de  no ' th cornah 1 � 
cornah 1 any sid e .  An ' yo ' put dat in a j ab an ' yo ' bury undah dat j ab - dis 
heart . 

All right . Take his laig bone den 1 an ' cut it off . 
it in some vinegah an ' some salt an ' put dat in a j ab .  
JDre do ' step 1  ' bout de lef ' -hin' side of yore do ' step . 
chure - stomp on it  one t ime . An ' den go from here.  

Yo ' wrop it up . Yo ' put 
An ' yo ' put it down by 
Yo ' bury it tight . Put 

Well 1 dat gain influence fo ' us . Dat ' s  gainin ' luck . Dat ' s  gainin ' fo ' yo ' 
.aney .  Dat ' s  when yo ' livin ' ag ' inst de law. When yo ' livin '  in de spirit s  of 
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dis world , f o '  money , fo ' women - well ,  j is '  anythin ' mos ' ly .  
(For prosperity - something o f  that sort . )  
[ANOTHER ENT IRELY NEW BLACK-CAT-LUCK-BONE RITE FOLLOWS : ]  
De b Zaak aat Zuaky bone . Well , yo ' ketch a black cat dat haven ' t  got a white 

spot on ' im . Yo ' ketch 1 im - well , git chew a pot o f  watah , git it tuh ballin ' 
[boiling ] . Yo ' take dis cat an ' git chew a fo ' k ' d  stick , an ' yo ' put dis cat in 
de pot of watah . Let it  be  ballin ' . 

(WHAT DO YOU DO WITH THAT FORKED STICK ? )  
YO ' TAKE ' IM AN ' HOLD ' IM BY HIS NECK WIT D E  STICK TILL H E  DIE . Den yo ' take 

an ' yo ' back off from dis pot . Yo ' walk off  an ' yo ' set down . Yo ' take an ' j is '  
think of somebody ' s  name , anybody ' s  name , an ' write dere name an ' put it  in yore 
shoe . Well , yo ' go right up tuh dis pot while dis  cat is  ballin ' . When dis cat 
� up tuh de top , yo ' shet yore eyes an ' back off . Yo ' goes an ' git somebody 
else ' s  name . Write dat name an ' put it in yore othah shoe . 

All right , when dis cat ball [boil ] an ' all de  meat come off  ' is bone , yo ' 
take dis cat an ' yo ' gi t ' is lef ' -hin ' laig bone . Yo ' take it an ' yo ' go an ' put 
it in salt f o '  nine days . Dis cat bone , put dat in a sack - all de bone , meat 
an ' stuff in a sack , an ' tie it up good . Go tuh a stream of watah , runnin ' swift, 
an ' throw it in dat stream o f  watah an ' let i t  go . 

Well , now, when dat sack float on down , yo ' go t any enemies , dey gain ' too . 
If yo ' got de law aroun ' yore house anywher e ,  well dey gain ' too - dey ain ' t 
comin ' back . If dat sack come back , de law comin ' ; but chew know dat sack is 
not comin' back . 

[ A  SECOND WAY TO USE THE SAME BONE FOLLOWS : ]  
All r ight , take dat cat bone den an ' put it  in a red p iece of f lannen cloth, 

f lannen cloth . All right , an ' yo ' sew hit up good . Yo ' put it in dat hind pock
et . Well ,  if yo ' wanta go anywhere an ' don ' wan ' de law search yo ' or anythin ' ,  
wanta go tuh anythin ' wit ' out nobody ketchin ' yuh , wanta rob a bank or somepin 
lak dat , yo ' go intuh it  an ' nobody evah know it . 

[ HERE FOLLOWS AN ENT IRELY NEW AND RARE RIT E ,  ONE ABOUT A PIG AND THE SHAPE OF 
A HAND THAT BECOMES A RAND. Once before informant gave us a hand-shaped hand -
see p . 2308 , line 3f . ]  

A person take de BLOOD FROM A LI ' LE PIG - from a li ' le young p ig . Well , yo ' 
take dis  p ig an ' yo ' stab dis pig an ' ketch ' is blood - kill it  �w�i�t�a�k=n=i�f�e .  Yo ' 
take dis pig den an ' yo ' wrap ' im  up in a piece o f  red cloth . Go tuh de fo ' ks of 
de road an ' yo ' go tuh dis one dat lead tuh de lef ' . Yo ' bury dat in de fo ' ks of 
dat road , way down where nobody can ' t dig i t  up or anythin ' .  Bury it ' way down 
in de night . Yo ' bury it  down dere , dat p ig . 

But chew let ' is blood set up dere [ aboveground ] where anybody can ' t bothah 
it , chew see - mos '  any place where anybody can ' t bothah it chew see . An ' yo ' 
don ' bothah it eithah fo ' ' bout nine days . Dis blood git j is '  plumb thick an ' 
j is 1  stale as anythin ' .  Yo ' take den an ' yo ' MAKE YO ' A [ SHAPE OF A ]  HAND OUT 
OF A PIECE OF CLOTH . Make sompin o thah lak a li ' le hand . Yo ' take dat p iece of  
cloth an ' dat blood an ' put same watah in it  an ' some sulphuh . Yo ' shake it up . 
Well yo ' full all dose f ingahs up wit dat - all dat blood , see . Go tuh de grave
yard an 1 git  chew some dirt - anywhere from de graveyard . An' yo ' pack it in dere 
wit dat watah an ' stuff . Den yo ' take an ' yo ' sew it  up . Yo ' go tuh yore f ish
place den ,  in front of  yore f iahplace ,  tuh de  back yore f iahplace an ' yo ' DIG YO ' 
A HOLE JIS ' LAK A HAND .  [THIS I S  THE ONLY HAND-SHAPED HOLE IN "HOODOO . " ] Make it 
[hole ] kinda lak a hand , an ' yo ' hang it  [ the hand shape ]  in dere . [ Hang it be
cause the hole is on the back wall of f ireplace . ] An ' yo ' plug it up . Don ' dig 
dat deep , j is '  kinda covah it up where dere won ' be  no raise when yo ' covah dat .  

Den yo ' take three nails . Yo ' [ put ] one on dis side of it [ the hand shape ] 
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an ' one behind dat hand [ shape ] .  
[THE HAND SHAPE OF COURSE IS NOW ALSO A MAGIC HANV OR MOJO OR TOBY OR LUCK 

PIECE . ]  
Well , now dat ' s  [The hand-shaped hand is ] fo ' yo ' luck fo ' anythin ' .  Lak yo ' 

wanta game , or place [ j ob ]  wit somebody , or wanta win money - dat ' s  fo ' dat . 
(How do you put those nails into the hand [ or hand] ? Not - here ' s  the hand 

[ or hand] here? ) 
Put a nail right dere [demonstrates ] about middleways of de hand . 
(The nails are on each side of the hand . )  

About middleways of  the hand an ' one right back up d er e .  
(This is where the wrist  would b e . ) 
Right up behind de wrist . 
[THE HAND SHAPE (ALSO A HANV) I S  NAILED AT BOTH ENDS AND IN THE MIDDLE . ]  
Yo ' KETCH A HAWK an ' yo ' take his eyes out . DON ' KILL ' IM ,  TAKE HIS EYES OUT . 

Yo ' take his eyes out an ' yo ' take a piece of cloth , a white cloth an ' yo ' sew it 
�· Yo ' take his eyes den an ' to ' 

weah ' em  in yore pocket fo ' a long time . Yo ' 
take - it out chure pocket d en an yo ' sew it  nex ' tuh yo ' an ' • • • •  Well , yo ' take it  
out  den an ' yo ' carry it tuh de graveyard gate,  an ' yo ' bury it on de lef ' -han ' 
side of dis graveyard gate . Yo ' bury dis hawk [ the eyes only - see later] . 

Yo ' take dis hawk befo ' den ,  aftah yo ' put ' is eyes out , yo ' take ' im an ' yo ' 
cut ' is haid , j is 1  cut ' im so he kin bleed some , an ' ketch some o f  ' is blood an ' 
carry it tuh de fo ' ks of  a road . If  yo ' kin j is '  kinda b e  in de fo ' ks of de road 
dere an 1 kinda po ' it down tuhwards yo ' .  Well , d en yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' throw it 
off from yo ' .  Take dis  hawk den an ' yo ' carry ' em tuh a - go tuh some stream 
where de watah is runnin ' swift , de watah is runnin ' .  Well , yo ' take den an ' yo ' 
bury dis hawk down dere , an ' d en yo ' walk off backwards from dis  hawk den .  

WELL , AFTAH YO ' WALK OFF FROM DIS HAWK DEN , YO ' GO O N  BACK DERE DEN AN ' DEN 
YO ' BURY DE EYES , INSIDE DIS GATE CHERE . YO ' MAKE NINE STEP-PRINTS ON ' IS EYES , 
NINE TRACKS ON ' IS EYES , DERE . 

Well , den ,  anythin ' yo ' want - lak yo ' want love , or in gamblin ' ,  wanta win 
de love of a woman - anythin ' lak dat . Well , dat ' s  fo ' dat . 

Take a honeybee - yo ' ketch ' im .  Well , yo ' want ' is s t ingah . Well , yo ' take 
de honeybee an ' yo ' take his stingah - pull out ' is stingah . It ' s  de smallest 
thing . Yo ' can ' t hardly kill it  wit dat . Yo ' take hit an ' yo ' put it in a match
box wit three matches in it . Yo ' take some sulphuh an ' yo ' put it  in dis  wit dis 
li ' le stingah . All right , yo ' go tuh samebody ' s  do ' ,  somebody dat chew don ' even 
kDow nuthin about , an ' yo ' bury dis thing undah d er e .  Yo ' take dat honeybee -
well , yo ' see it  won ' kill ' im tuh pull ' is stingah out . Yo ' put ' im in a match
� too . Yo ' go - yo ' throw it  in a stream of watah . Dat matchbox float down 
dere ,  j is '  go on . 

Well , now , as dat honeybee go away , if anybody dat chew wanta go away , any
thin '  - well , he ' s  gone . Dat stingah, where dat - when dey go , d ey comes in . 

De red ants b ed .  Well , if yo ' wan ' s tuh cuz confusion in d e  house .  Well , yo ' 
80 tuh dis  p erson ' s  house - yo ' go dere an ' yo ' �it de bow out of ' is hat . Well , 
wbile yo ' der e ,  yo ' git d e  tongue out of ' is shoe , or a shoestring , or a piece of 
' is clothes , or sock or anythin ' while yo ' der e .  Yo ' git a stran ' of ' is hair . 
Yo ' wrap it up all tuhgethah . 

Go tuh a red ants b ed an ' yo ' bury it  down in dis red ants bed . Yo ' bury it  
down in dis  red ants b ed firs ' when yo ' go  out  an ' d en yo ' covah i t  back up . Den 
,a' go an ' git chew some kinda common li ' le insect , anythin ' dat ' live . Let be 
' live an ' yo ' turn it  loose ovah dat ants bed . Dat cuz confusion in yo ' home . 
Dat cuz anythin ' .  Dat cuz ' em tuh be upset an ' make · ' em leave . Jis ' part ' em. 

Yo ' take a blacksnake an ' yo ' kill ' im.  Well , he ain ' t got no teeth in ' is 
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haid . Well 1 yo ' take a blacksnake an ' yo ' kill ' im .  Well 1 yo ' git somepin an ' 
yo ' cut dis  snake ' s  haid off . Yo ' take it an ' yo ' j is '  put i t  in - an ' j is '  put 
it in a bo ttle wit some alcohol in dis bottle . Den yo ' take some sulphuh an ' yo ' 
put i t  in dere wit dis alcoho l .  Take some sodee an ' put i t  in dere too . Yo ' go 
tub a graveyard an ' gi t some o f  dis ,  dirt 1 dat yellah dirt 1 an ' yo ' put it in dat 
bo ttle . Yo ' put dat stoppah on dere good an ' t ight . 

All right 1 yo ' go an ' yo ' bury it undah yore do ' step - bury it yoreself . 
Den yo ' got de rest of  dis snake right on - yo ' let ' em  git ro tten .  Well 1 yo ' 

come down dere den in about nine days an ' yo ' take de othah part of  de snake [ dog 
barking from here on for some t ime] . An ' yo ' go an ' yo ' bury it tub de foot of 
dis grave . de same p lace where yo ' got dis dirt . 

Well 1 in about three mo ' days 1 yo ' take dis bottle an ' yo ' carry it back dere 
an ' yo ' bury it tub de haid of dis grave . 

Well 1 now dat ' s fo ' luck - dat ' s  fo ' games 1 customahs 1 kin gain anythin ' yo ' 
want . If yo ' git anythin ' an ' don ' wanta pay fo ' it 1 dat ' s de way yo ' do an ' yo ' 
won '  pay fo ' dat . 

Take a snail . Well 1 yo ' take de snail out of ' is hull 1 pull ' im out of  ' is 
hull . Put dis snail in some alkiho l [ alcohol]  too . Yo ' take his hull an ' yo ' 
beat it  up g ood an ' f ine 1 j i s '  as f ine as yo ' kin beat it . An ' den git chew a 
aigshell an ' yo ' beat it up good an ' f ine too . Git chew some sulphuh an ' git  
chew some black peppah [ automobi le horn ] an ' j is '  put it in dere good wit some 
salt . Well 1 yo ' put it  in a pan 1 a tinpan . Be sure tub let it be a t inpan . All 
right 1 yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in some watah . Well 1 git chew a li ' le pool 1 
a li ' le whirl till a li ' le circle an ' whirl roun ' an ' roun ' in dat watah . Yo ' 
take yo ' a match den right ovah dat an ' st ick it  right in dat li ' le hole . See? 
Den yo ' po ' dat watah out . Git chew a rag an ' po ' dat watah. Yo ' ketch dat sul
phuh an ' stuff in dere 1 see . Take it  den an ' put it  in a clo th an ' tie i t  up good 
an ' t ight . An ' yo ' bury dat cloth down tub de lef ' -han ' cornah of yore hous e .  

Take de snail den .  Yo ' take ' im an ' yo ' put ' tm  in a ma tchbox . Take a piece 
of cloth 1 a b ig piece so yo ' can ' t tell dere any cloth in dere hardly 1 an ' yo ' 
sew dat clo th up good . Take dat clo th den an ' yo ' sew it up good . Take it an ' 
bury it undah de back do ' step .  An ' at de back of de step 1 yo ' take an ' yo ' WALK 
BACKWARDS OFF FROM HERE . Yo ' take a strand o f  yore hair der e .  Yo ' carry i t  an ' 
yo ' take it an ' yo ' put it in a li ' le matchbox . an ' put chew a li ' le needle in 
dere wit dat . An ' yo ' put it up undah yor e ma ttress der e .  

Well 1 dat keep - lak yo ' don ' do n o  [ some money i s  taken ] somep in .  Dat keep 
de detectives . de  law 1 anybody askin ' any quest ions . anythin ' 1  dat ' s  fo ' any p er
sons or anythin ' .  Well 1 de numbah de money ' s on der e .  If yo ' spent i t 1 an ' if 
somebody else g it - long as yo ' got de money yo ' self an ' sp ent it 1 dey nevah knov 
who somevah got dat money . 

Well 1 dey take a clo th when dey do anythin ' lak dat - a clo th an ' dey wipe wit 
it 1 dey dry off . Dis woman take dis  clo th an ' she ' ll fo ld dis clo th .  She git a 
big clo th becuz she want it  good enough . She take dat clo th an ' [demonstrates ] 
she bring it tub ' er an ' she carry it away from ' er 1  an ' she br ing de side up an ' 
she take a ho t  iron an ' she press dat thing good . 

( She bring s it  to  her and then away from her and then she folds up the sides 
of it . )  

Den she puts it  in a band ' roun ' ' er waist 1 clo th 1  an ' she weahs dat in front 
of ' er womb . Well 1 yo ' kin go wit any wumman yo '  want . Yo ' kin have d e  inclina
t ion tub do it 1 but de t ime yo ' git  ready tub do it 1 i t  fall 1 an ' yo ' can ' t have 
nuthin atall . 

Well 1 yo ' git chew a frog or sompin lak dat den an ' yo ' put it in yore pocket . 
Well 1 den yo ' kin go tub any which one of dem .  Git chew a frog an ' p u t  it  in yore 
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pocket , den,  an ' yo ' kin go wit airy wumman dat chew wanta go �t den . An '  weah 
da t frog long as she weah dat rag . Well , yore nature is goin ' right on. 

(Who wear s the fro g ,  the man? ) 
Yo ' keep de frog . Dat ' s  j is '  fo ' de man . 
(That ' s  to keep that other - what she is wearing , to kill that out . )  
Yes sir . 
( So he can get his nature back again by wearing the frog . )  
Yes sir . 
Well , if yo ' wan ' a  git anothah out de  way , if ah wuz a man , yo ' take dis vum

man - why yo ' an ' · dis wumman be tuhgethah . Wait till she dry off der e .  Yo ' 
carry it tuh yore house . Or eithah g it chew a dishrag . Yo ' give it tuh ' er an ' 
t ell 1 er dry off . Give it tuh ' er tuh dry off , an ' den tell ' er tuh give it  back 
tuh yo ' . Yo ' git de dishrag den . Put it in yore pocket or some place tuh keep 
it . 

Well , aftah she go on or yo ' go on den,  an ' carry it tuh yore house den .  Yo ' 
take dat dishrag an ' yo ' carry it tuh a iron , tuh a hot iron, an ' put i t  undah 
dat hot iron good - good an ' tight . Yo ' take dat dishrag an ' yo ' weah i t  de  same 
as she do . Well , dat kill ' er nature fo ' any man . She won ' t do it . She j is '  
won '  have no nature fo ' dis man . 

"RICH MAN ,  POOR MAN" 

AH ' VE HEARD DAT MATCHES WUZ VERY LUCKY • • •  
IF AH WUZ TRYIN ' TUH TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YO ' 

AH 'D TAKE A MATCH AN ' AH 'D GO TUH A DUSTY ROAD 
WHERE YO ' BEEN WALKIN ' AN ' AH 'D �AKE UP 

SEVEN OF YORE TRACKS • • •  PUT IT IN A • • •  WOODEN BOX • • •  
TAKE A PIECE OF PAPAH • • •  PINCH OF LIME • • •  

PUT IT IN DE BOX WIT DE PAPAH ON TOP OF YORE TRACKS • • •  
DAMPEN IT GOOD WIT SOME "GASOLINE OIL " • • •  

AH 'D TAKE MAH MATCH AN ' • • •  "LUCKY GLASKET POWDAH" • • •  
WHEN AH 'M RUBBIN ' DAT MATCH IN DAT POWDAH 

AH 'M TALKIN ' TUH IT 
"LUCK AH SUCCEED [ SUCCESS] TUH HAVE 

LUCK AH LONG TUH HAVE 
LUCK IS WHUT AH DESIRE TUH HAVE" 

AN ' AH STRIKE DAT MATCH AN ' AH THROW IT 
ON DAT PIECE OF PAPAH AN ' ON DAT GAS 
WHERE AH GOT DE DIRT YO ' WALKED FROM 
OR [THE DIRT FROM] YORE SEVEN TRA CKS 

AN ' LET IT BURN 
AN ' OF CO ' BE AH COME TUH BE VERY FORTUNATE WIT CHEW 

YO ' LAK 'D [LIKED] ME WELL AN ' OF CO 'BE 
YO 'D BE WEALTHY AN ' AH 'D BE PO ' [POOR] 

AN ' YO ' WOULD TRY IN EVAH WAY 
TRY TUH HE ' P [HELP] ME OUT IN ALL THINGS 

SET FO ' [FOUR]  CANDLES ON A TABLE AN ' 
YO ' GO AN ' GIT TUH DE WEST SIDE OF A 

SYCAMO ' TREE AN ' YO ' DIG UP A ROOT 
DE TREE DAT JOSHUA [PRONOUNCE JOSH-YOU- WAY] 

TRIED TUH CLIMB TUH SEE GOD [LUKE 19: 4 ]  
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HIS MIND WILL JIB ' GIT SO DISSATISFIED AN ' SO DISCOURAGED 
UNTIL HE CAN 'T STAY NOWHERE 

AN ' HE WOULD MO '  DAN DRUTHER BE WHERE SHE ' S  AT 
DAN BE WHERE ANYBODY IS 

CUZ SHE DONE GOT DE 'VANTAGE OF 'IM 
WHEN SHE WENT TUH DAT POPLAH TREE 

AN ' GOT DAT ROOT FROM UNDAH DAT [ WEST ] SIDE OF DAT TREE 

VICKSBURG , MISSISSIPPI 

[At the beginning of this last int erview for volume 3 ,  I placed a remarkable 
t itle-page quotation . It is pointedly personal and t imely, also delightful de
spite the poignant wealth-poverty theme . Rich by comparison with him, yes ; but 
richer perhaps only within . At least inward riches told me that he , as well as 
similar men and women, would one day make HOODOO possible . What can I say about 
GZasket PowdeP put in the wooden box, a. coffin symbol? Was the sick mind invent
ing the name afraid to call it Casket PowdeP? Or do the two letters GZ (meaning 
good Zuak) before the ask'et change a deadly powder into a lucky one? Even the 
asket means ask it. GZasket is the cryptogram ask foP good Zuak ! Even so , we 
must not forget that our quotat ion tPiaks both whites and blacks , and that whites 
are also believers - see INTRO.  to v. l ,  pp . II-III and elsewhere .  Among inform
ant ' s  other int erest ing rit es we have the always welcome db Z Z  baby. He ends with 
two live-things- in-you cases , both good examples of  tPiakePy . Material of  in
formant 766 was recorded on cylinders A2 26-A236 = 104 2-105 2 . ]  

Dey tell me tub git a ball o f  lime . 
(Ball of  lime? ) 
A li ' le small ball of  lime an ' some red flannel an ' a piece of  lodestone , an ' 

bury it at de back steps . An ' den take some ahambeP Zye an ' mix it wit sugah an ' 
salt , an ' sprinkle yore back step an ' yo ' couldn ' t  stay dere . 

(I  see . That will drive me out o f  this hous e? ) 
Dat ' ll drive yo ' outa dis house ,  an ' yo ' ll come on [become ] dissatisfied heah 

an ' yo ' couldn ' t  be at  ease .  Yo ' d  have tub leave heah . 
(I  see . )  
Well , take yor e  foot track an ' prob ' ly git holt of one of yore [ under ] pieces . 

An ' take de dust dat dey git up from yore foot piece [ track] . 
(How many o f  the tracks do they take up? )  
Only two , two tracks . 
(The right and the left ? )  
Right an ' left . An ' take it an ' put it in one of yore undahpieces . An ' wrap 

it up an ' g it some HeaPts Cologne an ' put intuh it . An ' den bury it beside de 
house purtty close tub where yore bed is settin ' . An ' den yo ' would begin tub 
upset an ' yo ' couldn ' t  be at ease ,  an ' yo ' d  have tub leave dere . 

( I  see . )  
(What do they do out there? ) 
Well , take a black cat bone an ' take a knife an ' a fo ' k,  an ' lay it in de fo ' k  

of  de road an ' take a • • • 
(Now wait a minut e !  You ' ve got t o  have a black cat bone t o  begin with ,  and a 

knife and a fork? ) 
A knife an ' a fo ' k . 
(Now, how would you lay those out there , then? At the fork o f  the road , how 
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would you lay those down? ) 
Jis ' go tuh de fo ' k  of de road an ' cross  de knife an ' fo ' k  in dis fo ' k  of de 

road . An ' lay de  black cat bone at  de end of de knife an ' fo ' k  [ demonstrates ] . 
--( I  see ,  r ight in that "V" -like . )  

[ In the upper "V" o f  the blade and t ines , not the lower "V" of  the crossed 
handles . ]  

Right in dat "V" - j is '  r ight in de fo ' k , yo ' undahstan ' .  
(All r ight . What will that do? What is that for ? )  
Well , dey d o  dat in orderness [ order ] dat yo ' might change yore road . 
( Is that all they put out there , the knife and fork and that black cat bone? ) 
Black cat bone an ' de knife an ' de fo ' k . 
(They lay it on top of the ground or what? ) 
Lay it up on top de groun ' , an ' put it - put it direc ' in de fo ' k  of de road . 

An ' den dey go back dere an ' take it up ag ' in .  Yo ' undahstan ' ? But dey only 
put it dere at night , won ' t put it dere in de day . An ' let it stay dere unt il 
de nex ' mawnin ' an ' den dey take up . Yo ' see? An ' go back dere  an ' place dat 
dere fo ' ' bout nine nights ,  an ' den dat ' ll cuz yo ' tuh change yore road . Yo ' 
couldn ' t travel dat road no mo ' .  Dat road would begin tuh come hidj ous [ hidious ]  
tuh yo ' an ' yo ' couldn ' t  s tan '  tuh travel it . 

(Just why would they do that to me? To make me leave? Or make me break up? 
What do they do that  for ? )  

Well,  dey d o  dat tuh make yuh change yo ' road . Wan ' a  make yo ' leave dere . 
(Leave the town or what ? )  
Make yo ' leave de town .  
( I  see . Would I · have to  cross over that t o  do that or what? ) 
Well,  yo ' d  have tuh cross ovah it . It ' s  quit e natchel [ natural] dat chew 

got ' a  come tuh de fo ' k  of dat road tuh come out . Of co ' se ,  as yo ' come tuh de 
fo ' k  of dat road tuh came out , well yo ' boun ' tuh come in cooperat ion wit dat 
knife an ' fo ' k  an ' dat black cat bone . An ' dat ' ll g it yore mind upset an ' now 
yo '  won ' wan ' a  come dat way no mo ' .  Dat ' ll break yo ' up from comin ' dataway . 
Yo ' ll have tuh leave dere . Yo ' ll have tuh hunt chew anothah place . 

Dey ' ll take yore hair an ' take a piece of f lannel , an ' dey take a sheepskin 
an '  dey makes a ball [ bag ] outa it . 

(Do you mean j ust  the skin or some of the wool on it too ? ) 
Jis ' de natchel sheepskin . 
(The natural sheepskin with wool on . )  
[My sheepskin with wool on is impos s ible here . I had not yet been to  New 

Orleans and , except for my visit to  Mobile ,  had lit tle f irst-hand acquaintance 
with the New Orleans hoodoo atmosphere and inf luence . Informant is talking about 
a small p iece of shammy (chamois) , occasionally used for the small bag holding a 
� - a number of  examples in HOODOO . This shammy bag is sometimes enclosed in 
a red f lannel bag , the mos t  frequent mater ial for hoodoo bags . The word sheep
Skin is infrequently used for parchment in hoodoo . Unhoodoo language st ill calls 
diplomas sheepskins ! Hoodoo stores in the New Orleans area of influence sold for 
parchment , parchment paper , often calling it sheepskin . A few informants knew 
� truth, calling it parchment paper . ]  

An '  den dey take a horsehide [ he means a piece of thin leather ] an ' dey make 
a hag an ' dey put dat in dere . But befo ' dey put dat bag in der e ,  dey sprinkle 
it good wit o il of cedah an ' o il of clovah an ' Mastard Oil . 

(What kind? ) 
lltuaa Oil .  
�sea Oil ?  You mean the mascot don ' t you? ) 
[.Mzscaro was impossible . ]  
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Yes . 
(Masaot Oit? )  
Mascot Oil .  
(All right . )  
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[ In other words some hoodoo drug store or mail-order house sold a lucky oil 
called Masaot Oit . ] 

An ' wrap it up an ' bury it in de  way dat yo ' got ' a  travel , yo ' undahstan ' .  
Well , now, if yo ' dissatisfied any place ,  yo ' know, dat would give yo ' ease . Dat 
would qualify yore mind , an ' dat would ovahcome de resta de stuff , an ' dat would 
make yo ' stay dere . Yo ' undahstan ' .  

(You do that - I would do that  so that I could stay ther e . ) 
Yo ' would do dat so yo ' could stay dere . 
(First they make a bag o f  the flannel , then they put the other stuf f in theren 
Yes ,  sir . 
(Then you put it in a horsehide . ) 
Then you put it in a horsehide . 
( I  see . Then when you get tha t  sheepskin , you don ' t  have any wool on it -

j ust like a skin . ) 
[My summation o f  the rite catches my sheepskin-with-woo t-on mistake . The order 

of the 3 wrappings or bags  is red flannel (= blood for lif e) , shammy and leather . 
Unusual are 3 bag s ,  2 being fairly common . ]  

Jis ' de skin , yes sir . 
(Just to keep the mo isture in? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
( I  see . All right . )  
Scrape de bo ttom of de natchel dead skin off yore feet . Well , dat ' s  j is '  dirt 

an ' don ' amoun ' tuh anythin ' - j is '  so it come out from de  bottom of yore f eet . 
An ' yo ' take hit an ' put it in a j ah [ j ar ] , an ' den yo ' take some vinegah an ' put 
it in de j ah wit dat dead skin, dat yo ' got out de bottom of yor e feet . An ' den 
yo ' git some dragon ' s  blood . 

(Dragon ' s  blood . )  
Dragon ' s  b loo d ,  an ' mix it in wit - yo ' see , well , dat ' s  akinda [ a  kind o f ] , 

yo ' know kinda lichrich [ liquid ] yo ' know wit dat vinegah . An ' den yo ' sprinkle . 
Yo ' see? Well , now, dat would cuz yore mind tuh come qualify [ qualif ied ] . Dat 
would cuz yo ' tuh stay in a place . Dat would ease zhao . 

(That ' s  if somebody was trying to drive me away , I could sprinkle that around 
and I could stay there , then? ) 

Yo ' could stay dere wit ease . 
( I  see . ) 
(You do what? ) 
Use it at yore steps , yore back step an ' yore front step . Well , out - if yo ' 

got ' a  go outsid e ,  yo ' know tuh [ the W . C . ] or tuh yore garage where yo ' go tuh 
yore car , yo ' kin sprinkle from de step or from de house right straight on . 

Well , if he [ here he includes himself among the doatoPs ] got aholt of yore 
f ingahnail or yore toenail ,  well we go tuh work an ' we take dem - take yore 
f ingahnail an ' yore to enail an ' den we git a c igahette papah . 

(A c igarette paper . ) 
A c igahette papah . An ' now we got a kinda powdah dey call a Emanius Lucky 

Po� h. 
(What do you call that? ) 
Emanius Luaky Powdah. 
(Magnus? ) 
Emanius . 
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(HOW DO YOU SPELL THAT ? )  
E-m-i-e-n-g-e-s - E-m-e-n - E-m-i-n-g-i-e-s - E-m-i-n-g-i-e-s Lucky Powdah. 
[The preceding attempt is the reason I rarely ask anyone to spell ! Could this 

be Magnetia Luaky PowdeP? Or merely the name of person or f irm selling it? ] 
(Where do you get that? Do you mean you buy it some place? ) 
You buy it . 
(I see . All right , go ahead . )  
Well,  now yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it  intuh de c igahette papah . Put it intuh 

de cigahette papah , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  wit d e  toenails an ' de  fingahnails . Yo ' 
undahstan ' wit de  toenails an ' de  f ingahnails . Well , now, yo ' take dat nov an ' 
yo ' wrap dat cigahette good an ' t ight , an ' den yo ' git a piece of brown papab . 
Yo ' undahstan ' ?  An ' den yo ' git  choo one-fo ' th of a HeaPts Cologne bottle , yo ' 
know - one-fo ' th bottle . An ' den yo ' saturate it  right through it . All right , 
now, yo ' git choo some salt an ' yo ' sprinkle ovah it . Well , now, yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' bury . Yo ' bury�at d e  no ' th cornah of de house . Well , now, if yore 
mind is upset , an ' if yo ' dissatisfied , an ' if dey ' s tryin ' tuh git choo tuh 
leave dere , why yo ' couldn ' t  stay dere . 

(You say , you couldn ' t  stay there? ) 
Yo ' couldn ' t  stay dere . 
Dat ' s  purtty dang ' rous . Well ,  if dey [ get ]  holda yore ahambeP lye an ' mess 

wit choo - if  dey git holda some of yore ahambeP lye an ' stop it up in a bot tle , 
wit ' in nine days [ you are dead ] . An ' den dey take dat ahambeP lye an ' den dey 
take some blaak seven-day baPk Poot.  

(Blaak seven-day baPk Poot.  I see . All right . )  
Blaak seven-day baPk Poot .  
(Do you buy that? ) 
Yo ' buy dat . Well ,  now, yo ' kinda put da t in de  bottle . Yo ' see dis bark is 

small-lak . Yo ' know yo ' kin break it up an ' put it in de  mouth of a bottle , yo ' 
undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' shake it  up . Well , den yo ' weah dat - yo ' totes dat . An ' 
if dey tryin ' tuh run yo ' away , why - are tryin ' tuh hUPt choo , ah meant tuh say, 
if dey tryin ' tuh do yo ' any harm, dey kin do yo ' all de harm in de  world wit dat .  
Yo ' see? Dat ' ll Pun yo ' ,  yes sir . 

(You mean , if  I were trying to harm you with that , I would get some of your 
chambeP lye and put it  in a bottle and I would wear tha t bottle? ) 

Yes , sir . 
(To harm you? ) 
You ' d  wear dat bottle . 
( I  see . )  
[Normally one would not wear this bottled ur ine to hUPt or harm , but here it 

is quite possible . ]  
Well , d ey take yore shoes an ' g ive yo ' a kinda hotfoot ,  dey call i t  [af. BOT-

POOT POWDER ,  p . 590 and el.sewhere] , wit red peppah , garlic an ' oil of  sandwood [ ? ] . 
[There is a sandwood but oil suggested sandalwood . ]  
(Oil of  sandalwood? ) 
Oil of  sandalwood . An ' den dey takes - cut a ball o f  hair outa black cat an ' 

pat i t  in a sheepskin [ shammy] bag an ' sew it up , an ' d.Pess d e  bag wit Bea:ttt' s  
COLogne. An ' fix yore shoe up . An ' dat would hUPt choo .  Yo ' couldn ' t  be con
�ented .  Yo ' couldn ' t  weah dat shoe wit ease . 

(Now what would they do with those first things you mentioned? Where do they 
pat those? ) 

Wbut? De- oh ! yo ' take de  bag an ' - oh ! ah thought yo ' wuz speakin ' about it 
all ovah . Ah thought yo ' wuz speakin ' about a t  de beginnin ' , but ah see yo ' 
8pe&kin ' on de same proj ec t whut we talkin ' about now. 
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(Yes . )  
Well 1 yo ' take de bag an ' yo ' weah de bag - yo ' undahs tan ' 1  yo ' weah de bag . 
(And what do you do with the shoes? )  
Well 1 de shoes - dat ' s  whut ah ' m  speakin ' tuh yo ' now . Yo ' take d e  shoes an ' 

den yo ' put de red peppah an ' de vinegah an ' de oil of sandalwood . yo ' undahs tarr . 
An ' git some cayenne peppah . an ' take de piece of hair from undah de eat ' s  tail 1 
see 1 an ' s tick about in de shoe . Well 1 yo ' couldn ' t  weah de shoe . 

(Off of this cat - right from under his tail? ) 
Right from under his tail 1 yes . 
(Right where he j ust - where h is behind is? )  
Right behind 1 yes . 
(All r ight 1 then what do you do with that stuff 1 so that he couldn ' t  wear that 

shoe1 What do you do with this pepper and vinegar? What do you do with that? ) 
Put it in - yo ' rub dat in de shoe . 
(Rub it in the shoe? ) 

· 

Rub dat inside de  shoe - yo ' see 1 r ight where yore feet got ' a  go . 
( I  see . I see yo ' couldn ' t  wear anything after that . )  
Yo ' couldn ' t  weah it . 
(Well 1 what do you mean - well 1 if I put it on? Then what would happen to me 

if I put it on? ) 
Well if yo ' put it  on 1 it ' s  quit e natchel dat chure feet would become painful . 

De - yore whole body would come painful . 
( I  see . And then why do you wear that bag? ) 
Well 1 yo ' weah dat bag in yore watch pocket . 
(What do you wear it there for? ) 
Well 1 dat is  fo ' tuh conkah [ conquer ] yo ' 1  yo ' see . Dat is fo ' yo ' tuh keep 1 

yo ' see . Ah ' m  keepin ' yo ' .  
(I  see . I fix your shoes and I wear this bag also 1 here? ) 
Yes 1 sir . 
( I  unders tand . )  
A man ' s  socks . dat is  a great dangah in a man ' s  life an ' in ' is travelin ' .  

Yo ' take a man ' s  ole dirty socks an ' yo ' git  holda some of ' is 1  yo ' know 1 his 
bowels - some of ' is dung 1 yo ' undahstan ' .  Well 1  all right 1 yo ' bury it 1 an ' den 
af tah yo ' bury i t  • • •  

(Well 1 what do you do with this dung? Do you put it  in the sock? ) 
Put it in de sock 1 yes . Den yo ' bury it  an ' den yo ' - but befo ' yo ' bury it 1 

yo ' put Venus Turpentine . 
(What kind ? ) 
Venus Turpentine . 
(Venus? ) 
Venus . 
(Venus Turpentine? ) 
Venus Turpentine [perhaps trade name ] an ' den yo ' puts spirits of  turpentine . 

an ' git chew some pine ros in .  An ' go tuh de no ' th s ide of a elm tree 1 an ' den 
yo ' git  some mo s s  outa dat tree . An ' yo ' rub d em  things up tuhgethah an ' den yo ' 
bury it 1 yo ' see . An ' den he would begin tuh become dissatisfied . couldn ' t  s tay . 

( I  see . ) 
Well ah ' ve heard o f  a doll bein ' dressed. dresseded wit powdah 1 talcum powdah .  

An ' g o  to de  - go i n  d e  wood s  an ' dey got a bush we call a May apple bush . 
(May apple bush . )  
May apple bush . 
(Yes? )  [Meaning continue . ]  
We take dat May apple bush an ' we make a kinda tea . We boil it 1 yo ' undah-
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stan ' . All right . Well , now, we wash dat doll down in dat May apple . Yo ' know 
May apple is got a whole lo t of  ef f ec t s  in it , yo ' know . Den we take an '  powdah 
dat doll [with talcum powder ] ,  an ' den we go git us a oil dey call Jealous Oi l. 

(Jealous what ? )  
JeaLousy Oi L - JeaLous smith Oi L .  
[ Probably Smith 's JeaLous Oi L. ] 
(All right . )  

An ' den we grease dat doll . All right . We git  a small black cat bone outa 
eat ' s  shouldah an ' we sew it up in dat doll ' s  dress . Ah heard dat de  doll wuz 
layin ' on de bed an ' a lady come in an ' p icked i t  up an ' said , "Dis  here is a 
nice-lookin ' li ' le doll . Santa C laus brought yo ' dis fo ' Christmas . " An ' a pain 
struck ' er in ' er han ' , runned all up in ' er arm c lean up tub ' er shouldah , an ' 
paralyzed ' er so she couldn ' t  git ' er han ' down . 

(Is  there any way she could get cured of that , I wonder ? )  
Yes . Ah ' ve heard about ' er being cured o f  it . SHE WENT TUH A DOCTOR NAMED 

IXJCTOR MART IN . 
(Do�toP Martin . ) 
Do�toP Martin . 
(Where is he? ) 
AT AVON, MISSISSIPPI . 
(Avon , Mississippi . )  
An ' Do�toP Mart in come den an ' he says tub ' er ,  say , "Yo ' got chure han ' up 

an '  yo ' can ' t git  it down?" She say , "Well , yes . " He ' d  taken some owl grease . 
(Owl? ) 
Owl gr ease , [and] black cat grease , spread it on dere good fo ' about three 

.. wnin ' s an ' she could use dat arm . 
(You mean the owl , like a b ird - b ird owl? ) 
Yes , sir . 
Ah ' ve heard of dat too . Providin ' dat dey wan ' a  git - wan ' a  do somepin tub 

yo ' . Write yo ' name on a piece of  thick papah an ' take i t  an ' carry it an ' dress 
it r ight through it wit HeaPt 's Co Logne an ' dragon ' s  blood . 

(Dragon ' s  blood . )  
Yes . An ' den yo ' go tub de eas t  side of a rose bush , an ' git a piece of  root 

of a rose dat come on de rose bush , an ' boil it , see . An ' dampen dat papah on-
three co rnahs , an ' take a match an ' put Venus Po�dah on one cornah an ' burn it . 

(On the corner that wasn ' t  damp ? ) 
On de  cornah dat yo ' wouldn ' t  damp . 
(Yes , go  ahead . )  
Well , aftah yo ' burn dat piece of papah , yo ' undahstan ' • • •  
(Yes , you dampen the three corner s and you burn the other corner . )  
An '  yo ' burn de othah cornah . 
(All right . )  
Put Venus Po�dah on dat , on dat cornah an ' den burn it . Well , now, yo ' take 

dat an ' yo ' take it an ' put it in de Bible . 
(In the Bible . )  
Put it in de  Bible . Git chew a fo ' -leaf c lovah an ' den ,  if it ' s - git a toad

L!:E.g_, a small toadfrog , an ' kill ' im . Let ' im j is ' - j is ' let ' im be dead , yo ' 
IDav, an ' put ' im  on dere . Put ' im  in de Bible wit de fo ' leaf [ clover ] up on 
top of dat papah . An ' lay a hor seshoe upon de Bible . An ' den yo ' would b ecome 
�satisf ied , git  all flusterated , an ' yo ' couldn ' t  be at ease . 

(candles . What do they say about burning candles ? )  
Ah heard about dese burnin ' candles . Yo ' take a burnin ' candle , fo ' o f  ' em 

.et fo ' candles on a table , an ' yo ' go  an ' git  tub de west side of a sycamo ' tree 
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an ' yo ' dig up a root . De tree dat Joshua [ pronounce Josh-you-�y] tried tuh 
climb tuh see God [ for this mistake , see lateP] . 

(The tree that what ? )  
Joshua climbed tuh see God . 
( I  see . You do that for pro tection from being disturbed ? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
( I  see . )  
Well , yo ' do dat • • •  
(You ' d  have to  go out to the sycamor e tree? 

tree? ) 
To get this root of  the Sycamore 

[Awkwardly I ask, "Do you go out to the sycamor e tree or do you buy the root ?11 
He did no t under stand , I did not pur sue . From the beginning I wanted to know hov 
many dOatoPs gather ed their own Poots. Very few .  Oldtime Poot dOatoPs were fast 
disappearing . As you know, the real name of  the man climbing the sycamore was 
Zacchoeus . He being a shor t man and the crowd large wanted to see Jesus passing 
through Jericho . The last name always suggests Jo shua , the reason for my inform
ant ' s  mistake . For this Biblical story , see Luke 19 : 4 . ] 

Jis ' de  roo t of de Sycamo ' - a piece of de-root ,  yo ' know . 
(All r ight , I get it . )  
But ah wan ' a  small piec e ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  

cut it  in two an ' put it  between two candles . 
nuthin between ' em ,  yo ' see . 

An ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it -
De othah two candles don ' t have 

(You put it  between the two inner ones or the two outer ones ? )  
The two innah ones , d e  two outah ones ain ' t  got nuthin between ' em ,  yo ' see . 
(Ar e these white candles? ) 
One white , an ' one pink , an ' one is red - let ' s  see . No , one is white , one 

is blue , one pink an ' one ' s gr een . Well , now, yo ' go tuh�e Bible an ' yo ' open 
de  Bible , an ' yo ' git de tuh read de  1 2th chaptah of Eaalesiastiaa l [Eaalisiastes] 
ah believe . Well , af tah yo ' r ead it , yo ' takes - yo ' take an ' write it on a piece 
of  papah six diff ' ren '  ways. See , ' cross de papah . 

(What do you wr ite on there? ) 
Yo ' wr ite d e  12th chaptah of Eaalesiastiaa l - j is '  write d e  chaptah an ' write 

de  verse yo' know, not no readin ' [words ]  atall . Jis ' wr ite , chew know; j is '  say, 
lak de  12th chaptah of Eaalesiastiaa l. [ He probably means Eaal.l2.] Yo ' write 
dat seven diff ' ren ' ways across de papah . Den yo ' teah [ tear ] dat papah in two 
an ' yo ' put it undah one side of dis end candle , an ' one on dis side . An ' den 
yo ' put • • •  

(One-half of the paper under that one outside candle and that o ther half o f  
the paper under the other out side candle . That what you mean? ) 

Dat ' s  right . No t undahneat ' , j is ' , yo ' know, on each side . 
(Near it , out side of it . All r ight . )  
All right . Yo ' git a pair o f  scissor s an ' yo ' lay de scissor s between d e  two 

candles dat dere ' s  nuthin in - mas '  of  dat space , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' take a 
black stran 1  of thread an ' tie · i t  from de  one end of de candles o n  her e ,  an ' let 
it j is '  come on aroun ' d e  othah an ' t ie aholt o f  dis endi yo ' undahstan ' .  

(Now, wait! This end candle over her e ,  you tie the string around that , and 
you bring that black string over and - and let it touch these two candles here . )  

[My explanation i s  more demonstration than elucidation! ] 
Let it touch dese two candles j is ' lak a stran ' of  wir e would touch a fence . 
( I  see . All right . )  
Well , all right . Well , now all at de same time when yo ' do ' s  dat , yo' have a 

word yo ' says : "Name of Sab ecca • • •  " 
(Name of Sabecca? ) 
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"Name of Sab ecca , mah God have thou fo ' saken me? "  
( I  see . ) 

2329  

[ His Sabeaaa comes from : And at the ninth houP Jesus aPied with a Loud voiae, 
saying, EZoi, EZoi, Lama sabaah-tha-ni? whiah is being interpPeted, MY God, my 
GOd, why hast thou foPsaken me? Thes e words come from MaPk 15 : 34 and are repeat
ed by Matthew 27 : 46 - from King James VePsion o f  the Bible . Informant ' s  Sabecca = 
sabaah, the first part  of  sabaaW-tna-ni.] 

Yeah . Now , da t will cuz pe�e . Dat will cuz peace tuh come in yore home . 
(You burn thes e four candles ? )  
Yes . 
[ You burn them on ] Fr iday . 
[ Having turned o f f  recording machine , I restar t j ust in time to ca tch his 

FPiday . ]  
(You burn these on Fr iday . )  
Fr iday . Ah forgo t [ to say ] on Fr iday .  
(You burn these candles on Fr iday . )  
An ' yo ' burn ' em seven hours . 
(Seven hours . )  
Seven hour s in de  day . 
(Any part icular t ime dur ing the day? ) 
Well , b egin at  seven.a ' clock in de  mawnin ' ?  
[ He knows little about the candlelore of  the New Orleans ar ea . ] 
(That ' s  the sort  of  work that brings peace in the home . )  
Yes , sir . 
If dey wuz burnin ' a candle tuh harm an ' wuz against yo ' ,  yo ' could git chew 

QU ITE NATCHEL ,  LONG AS DAT CANDLE BURN , WHY IT ' S  HARMIN ' YUH. Yo ' go tuh work 
an' yo ' git chew a ball o f  lime . 

(A ball o f  lime - 1- i-m- e ,  lime? ) 
Yes . Ball of  lime . Yo ' take dat lime an ' yo ' put it in a piece of  thick 

heavy papah , wrap it up . Let it b e  j is '  a li ' le b et tah dan a thimbleful , yo ' 
know . An ' den yo ' go tuh de so ' th side of  a cedah tr ee,  an ' when yo ' git tuh de 
so'th side of  a c edah tree , yo ' r each up on de tree an 1 cut off  a piece of  cedah . 
Yo' don ' wan '  i t  so b ig .  An ' den yo ' dig down an ' dig up a root . Den yo ' take 
dat . Yo ' take da t roo t an ' den yo ' carry it tuh dat p lace of  bus iness , dat root 
au' da t lime . Yo ' carry it tuh dat place of  business an ' den yo ' put it at de 
J!!!· Put it at de ga t e ,  but try tuh put tuh de gate po st wher e de  chain is 
aailed onto de ga te , chew undahs tan ' .  Well , now , yo ' let it s tay dere five days 
au1 f ive nifhts .  Da t lime an ' da t cedah an ' da t cedah root , let it stay buried ; 
but yo1 don t wrap ' em tuhgethah now , yo ' see . Yo ' wrap dat lime by itself . An' 
yo' don ' wrap de cedah an ' de root eithah tuhgethah . But yo ' dig a hole an' yo' 
� 1em both, all three o f  ' em in dere an ' yo ' bury ' em .  An ' yo ' let 'em stay 
buried five days . All right . Yo 1 go back in de  fifth day an ' yo ' take it up . 
�1, yo ' git chew a ball o f  sheep wool . 

(A ball o f  sheep wool? ) 
[He does no t mean a ball of  yarn . ]  
Sheep wool , a small ball . An' den git chew a lef ' front laig of  a rabbit' s 

foot. See? An' yo ' take dat rabb it foot an ' yo ' dress it wit Venus P�h. An' 
�af tah yo ' dress it , yo ' take it tuh de same place an1 yo ' bury it right in de 
-..e place wher e yo '  buried dat fust [ f ir s t ]  article , but now yo' dig dis up. Now 
4DD' chew let dis stay down heah whut chew supposed tuh be in f ive days . Yo' dig 
�up. But now, yo ' bury dis rabb it foot so ' s  [ so as ] it r ight undah de [ gate ] 
chain, right in de same place wher e yo ' bury da t . Well , yo' see yo1 runnin ' , yo ' 
raaoiD' away from der e .  An ' it ' s  quite natchel dat do se candles quit burnin ' an' 
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yo ' ll be at ease 1 an ' yore mind will come qualified an ' yo ' git all right . 
( I  see . ) 
Ah ' ll take a p iece o f  papah 1 lookin ' up in de element of de moon 1 an ' drawin ' 

de moon on a p iece of  papah . Draw de moon on a p iece of papah an ' take it  an ' 
dress it wit Pola lou Oi l. 

(With what oil? ) 
Palmalou Oil. 
(Palmalou?) 

Palmalou - dress it wit Palmalou Oil. Yo ' grease 1  but chew don ' gr ease in de  
moon . Yo ' grease oil roun ' de moon . An ' den 1 af tah yo ' do dat 1 yo ' take it an ' 
yo ' lay it in de Bible . Lay de pichur e of  de moon in de  Bible an ' let it stay 
dere a day an ' a night. An ' den lay it out an ' write moon six d if f ' ren '  times 
on dat papah 1 on de backside of  dat papah where yo ' drawed de moon's pichur e 1  yo ' 
see . An ' den yo ' take hit an ' den yo ' cut three stars in dat papah . An ' den yo ' 
cut de seven s tars in it . Let de papah be  good size enough 1 yo ' know1 fo ' tuh do 
dat . 

(You cut three s tars ? )  
Yo ' cut three s tar s . De name of de  s tars is Jup itah 1 Venus an ' Mercury . See? 

An ' den yo ' cut de Seven S tars in dere . Yo ' know1 it ' s  a li ' le bunch of stars 1 
yo ' know 1 up in heaven dey call d e  Seven Stars [ the Pleiades ] .  Well 1 now 1 aftah 
yo ' do dat 1 yo ' take dis papah - let it be good size - an ' git chew a small 1  � 
small frame ' bout lak dat pichure dere [ on the wal l  of interviewing room] 1 or a 
li ' le bit  b iggah . An ' den yo ' dress dis papah wit dis Pa lma lou Oi l ag ' in 1  an ' 
put it in dat frame an ' hang i t  up ovah yore do ' .  Or 1 well 1 anywhere in yore 
home 1 an ' den home will come tuh b e  play . 

(Tha t ' s  to  bring peace to the home . Luck . )  
Luck an ' happiness . 
If yo ' goin ' down tuh git chew a j ob an ' if yo ' want chew a job . Well 1 yo ' 

go tuh a b lackj ack tree . 
(Blackj ack? ) 
A blackj ack tree . 
(What kind o f  a tree is tha t ? ) 
[ I  would meet the b lackj ack oak many t imes 1 la ter . ]  
Well 1 dat ' s  a tree we us e ' ly have in d e  hills . Has a li ' le small ball [ acorn ] 

grows on it . Sometime kid s eats ' em1  yo ' know 1 blackj acks . Dey call ' em black
jacks . In de fall o f  de  yeah when de fro s t  done fell on ' em1  why den dey 1 yo ' 
know 1 dey ' s sweet an ' some peop le laks ' em .  Dey ea ts ' em .  

Yo ' take dat blackj ack - yo ' go tuh d e  west side an ' den yo ' see dis . It ' s  a 
main root on de west s ide o f  d e  tree is longah dan any roots about de tree . An ' 
yo 1 dig dat root up . 

(That root belong s to the tree? ) 
Dat root belong s tuh de tree . 
(All right . )  
Yo ' dig dat blackj ack root up an ' yo ' take it an ' bring it on home . Well 1 try 

tuh git chew a p iece as pig as de palm of yore - as b ig as yore hand 1 if yo ' 
possibly kin . All right 1 when yo ' git home yo ' git chew a brace an ' bit 1 a brace 
an ' b it . Let it be  smal l . Or 1 excep t chew got a good sharp pocketkni fe an ' chip 
yo ' a hole in it . Yo ' undahs tan ' .  

( In that root ? ) 
Yes 1 sir 1 in dat root . An ' den yo ' take yo ' six bucksho ts outa shell an ' put 

intuh dat roo t . An ' git chew as much lime as yo ' kin hold between yore fingahs . 
(Lime? ) 
Lime 1 yeah 1 as much lime as yo ' kin hold between yore fingahs . Git chew THREE 
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SIX-LEAF CLOVAHS an ' yo ' take dem s ix-leaf clovahs an ' yo ' t ie dem onto dat root . 
An' take yo ' a li ' le of dat oil o f  cedah an ' sprinkle on de root . An' git chew a 
s ilk pocket han ' k e ' chuf an ' wrap it up an ' put it in yore pocket, an ' walk on up 
tuh de man an ' ast ' im fo ' a job , an ' he gives yo ' one . 

Well , yo ' go tuh a sand pile . 
(Go to a sand pile . ) 
Go tuh a sand pile an ' yo ' git chew about a quart of sand . 
(A quart ? )  
A quart o f  sand , y eah . An ' den yo ' git chew about a snuf f can [usua lly snuf f

box in HOODOO ] full of lime . 
(Lime ? ) 

Y es .  All right , yo ' take dat lime an ' dat sand , set it down , an ' yo ' go an ' 
look an ' dig up yo ' a vio let - flowah . 

(A v iolet ? )  
Yeah , a flowah . Well , now , yo ' take dat f lowah when yo ' fus t dig i t  up , j is '  

lay it  aside an ' try tuh git de  roo ts of it . Take de roots an ' carry it home an ' 
pahch it , chew see .  An ' mix it wit dat sand an ' wit dat lime . An ' den yo ' put 
chew some o i l  of c edah an ' put chew some o i l  of - er , ah mean , dragon ' s  b lood in 
it .  

(Dragon ' s  b lood? ) 
Dragon ' s  b lood , yeah . An ' den yo ' git chew a rus ty horsesho e an ' b eat de rus t 

off in dat mixture yo ' see .  When yo ' git ready tuh sweep yore flo ' yo ' sprinkle . 
An' we use a sprinkle , yo ' know, fo ' tuh ,  yo ' know , tuh clean up wit . An ' den 
yo ' sweep . An ' in sweepin ' ,  don ' t  nevah sweep it down yor e step , sweep it tuh 
de side , each side of de hous e ,  an ' den dat luck will stay dere . 

(This i s  to bring in trade? ) 
Dis is tuh bring in trad e .  An ' evahb ody will think well o f  yo ' an ' lak yo ' . 

Dey ' ll wanta trade at dat plac e pref ' r enc e from any othah , b ecuz dey lakes it 
der e .  

I f  ah wu z  bootleggin ' an ' had a li ' le likah an ' didn ' t want de law tuh inter
rupt me , de fust thing dat ah would do , ah would go git me a ear of co rn - a ear 
of hard corn . 

(Just like the ripe corn - horse corn? ) 
Horse corn , let it  b e  hard . An ' ah ' d  take it  an ' ah would grat e it . Ah mean , 

ah would pahch it , chew know . Jis ' put in a - j is '  turn de ashes back an ' covah 
it up, yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' j is '  let it come pahched an ' j is ' , yo ' know - an ' den 
ah ' d  take me a gratah an ' ah ' d  grate it o f f . Well , all right , aftah ah ' d  grate 
it off , ah ' d  git me some B & I Powdah. 

(What B & I ? ) 
[B & I is probab ly a trade name . ] 
B & I Powdah . 
(What kind of  powd er is that ? )  
Well , da t ' s  a powdah dey call de Sus s [ ? ] Lucky Powdah - Sorcery [ ?] Lucky Pow

dab .  Now , yo ' know , we go t two kinds . We go t a B & I Powdah dat ' s  good fo ' 
sores , but ah ain ' t  talkin ' about dat . Ah ' m  talkin '  about deB & I P�h dat ' s  
�. dat would br ing on luck , yo ' know, an ' things lak dat . 

(I see .  Where do you buy that , in New Orleans ? Or in the drug s tore [here ] 
ar something like that ? )  

Ah have bought it in Baton Rouge .  
(I see . All r ight . 
Ah have bought it in a place in Baton Rouge . It ' s  kinda - it ' s  a red-lookin ' 

po!dah. 
(I see .  All right . )  
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Well , now, yo ' take dat an ' yo ' mix it  tuhgethah . Well , now, af tah mixin ' it , 
we git a piece of  cowhide an ' git me a p iece of lo des tone - but ah wan ' dis lode
stone roun ' , yo ' see . Well , now, dat i s  tub rule . 

(That ' s  for what? ) 
Rule . 
(Rule? ) 
Dat lodes tone rul e .  Ah take da t lodes tone an ' da t powdah an ' da t corn an ' 

ah ' d  put it in a buckskin bag an ' ah sew it up. D en ah take it  an ' ah ' d  sew it  
up in a f lannen bag. An ' ah dPess it wit o il of cedah an ' wit palm o i l  an ' wit 
jaspahs oil - an ' j a spah oil . 

(Ja sp er Oil? ) 
Yeah,  jis ' de  red . Ah ' m  done got mah red flannen all ovah it , yo ' undahs tan ' .  
(All right , now . Now what? ) 
Palm o il an ' Ja spah o il an ' den ah git me a piece of  - well , somep in lak a 

ole  innah tube . 
(Like an old inner tub e  of  a t ire? ) 
Yeah , lak a ole innah tub e  of a tire . Well , now, ah ' m  goin ' tub fix dis lak a 

rubbah ball , an ' ah ' m  goin ' tub take dis an ' ah ' m  go in '  tub put it in dat rubbah 
an ' dis ball . Ah ' m  goin ' tub sew it up , yo ' see . Den ah ' m  goin ' tub weah it . 

(And what ' s  it go ing to do then? ) 
An ' da t ' ll br ing about , yo ' know, da t ' ll keep de laws an ' things [away ] . 
(That keep s the law away . )  
From bothahin ' me . Ah kin do anythin ' ah want in de way of handlin '  likkah , 

yo ' know, an ' den mayb e come tub be a fr ien ' tub ' em .  
Well , now, yes yo ' kin be fixed wi t da t . Yo ' go tub de south side o f  a willah 

tree an ' strip d e  bark down - see , a small tree . Take yore pocketknif e an ' j is '  
start it , chew know, an ' strip it  down . An ' take an ' carry it on home an ' pahch 
it , an ' put it in a top [ lid from top of tin can] . -- (A tin top ? ) 

In a tin top . An ' yo ' kin , af tah yo ' do da t , yo ' take some - yo ' take seven 
small p ieces of lodestone . Yeah,  take seven small piec es of lo destone . Well , 
af tah yo ' do dat , yo ' git  chew some of dis Venus Powdah, an ' yo ' spr inkle it in 
wit dis willah - dis willah whut ah done pahched , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' den ah 
git some of Venus Luaky Oil,  Venus Luaky Oil an ' de  Luaky Powdah, an ' ah sa tura te 
da t stone , d em seven s tones good. Ah take it an ' ah put it in a bag. Ah sew it 
�· An ' ah want it  in a b lack bag. If it ' s  possible , let it be broadclo th,  ole  
broadcloth coa t . Da t ' s  d e  f ir s ' covah . An ' den ah ' ll covah it ovah wit white 
f lannen . Den ah take a green s tr ip ,  j is '  a green strip , an ' sew i t  up an ' down 
de ball [ bag ] . An ' take a piece of papah an ' cut it , an ' write chure name three 
times on dat ball [ bag ] an ' yore frien ' kin g ive it  tub yuh , an ' yo ' kin put it  
in yore pocket . An ' de cour t would more dan likely dismiss yo ' ,  or g ive yo ' a 
fa ir [ far ] bet tah decision an ' yo ' come out more bettah dan yo ' thought yo ' would . 

(Well , now, do you write this name on this p iece of pap er once? ) 
Wr ite it onc e  only an ' p in it up an ' sew it on de  ball [ bag ] . 
(Oh , you sew that pap er on the ball? ) 
Yeah . 
( I  see , and you wear that in your pocket ? )  
Weah it , j is '  put it in yore pocket ; put it in yore coat pocket or yore pant s 

pocket . 
Well , ah ' ve seed a f ellah kilt a fellah an ' got clean away , he thought . Befo ' 

dey buried dis f ellah , dey went an ' go t both of  dis  man , go t two ole sho es belong
in ' tub dis man da t kilt dis man . An ' dey cut de heels out of each one of ' em , 
yo ' undahs tan ' .  An ' dey ' d  taken da t shoe an ' put it in de  ca sket . Well , af tah 



- Hoodoo - Conj ura tion - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 2333 

do in ' dat, dey cut de end off  a b lack ea t ' s  tail an ' t ied dem two shoes tuhgethah 
an ' take some Pepless Oi l .  

(What kind?  ) 
Pep less� Pep less Oi l. 
(Pep less Oi l . ) 
Pep less Oi l an ' sprinkle in dem shoes, an ' when dey buried dat man dey 1is ' 

buried ' em r ight on wit da t, an ' f ine ' ly dey cap tur e  da t man dat done kilt 'tm, 
or event ' ly he ' ll come back tuh dat p lac e . He j is '  can ' t he ' p  ' imself . 

[Pep less Oi l take s away your pep (energy ) . Put into your shoes even though 
you are no t wear ing them, it t ires your feet, keep s you from running away . This 
added to the cof f in makes escape impo ssib le . ]  

[ Nuthin] ' tall to do but j is '  g it ho lt o f  one of ' is ole d irty shirts, ole 
dirty shirt or some of  ' is ole work pant s or somep in dat he use ' ly weahs . An ' 
den yo ' take it an ' yo ' hang it on a b ig rus ty spike na il, an ' let i t  hang . Let 
it hang dere about two or thr ee days . An ' den yo ' take dem rags, dem clo thes 
whut he go t an ' yo ' burn ' em up . Yo ' burn 'em in d e  ashes an ' den af tah yo ' burn 
' em in de ashes, yo ' gathah up de ashes . Try an ' no t let it b e  nuthin but j is '  
da t, chew know . Try an ' no t git nuthin but j is '  semblance [rema ins] o f  dat stuf f. 
Den yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in a bag, put it in j is '  a common cot ton bag, j is '  
sew i t  up in a common cotton bag . An ' den take-a three needles an ' stick all 
three of dem needles in dat bag . Yo ' undahs tan ' .  Den af tah yo ' do dat, yo ' hang 
it  up at de top of  de house [or  near the ceiling] . An ' yo ' walk tuh da t bag an ' 
den yo ' look up at it . An ' when yo ' do dat, yo ' touch it . Yo ' see, yo ' touch 
it  wit yore han ' an ' let it rock about unt il all three of dem needles fall out . 
Den yo* take yore scissors an' yo ' - yo ' take yore scissors of howsomevah yo 1 go t 
it, yo ' see . 

Cut i t  down from s ide de  wall where yo ' had it  hung up at . 
(You cut the bag down? ) 

Yes . 
(All r ight . )  
Don ' t cut de bag, j i s '  cut de, yo ' know, de  str ing off . 

an ' yo ' hang it  right about where he stole dat ar t icle from 
in de hou se. Yo ' hang it r ight kinda undah de place where, 
in de house where he staled it  from. Den yo ' take it  ag ' in 
Yo ' dress it wit Violent Oi l [ ?]. 

(Vio lent Oi l?) 
Violent Oi l an ' Maginet Oi l [?]. 
(What kind ? ) 

Maginet Oi l .  
(Maginet?) 
Mgginet Oi l an ' Vio lent Oi l .  Ah can ' t call i t  so p lain. 
(Well, I don ' t know, so I can ' t help you . ) 

Maginet Oi l an ' Vio lent Oi l .  
(I t isn ' t Magnet [ or Magnetia] Oi l? 
No, Maginit� Maginet .  
(I see, all r ight . )  

Den yo ' take da t bag 
yo ' ,  i f  da t i s  dere 
or in dat d ir ec t ion 
an ' yo ' dress it . 

Den yo ' SPEAK TUH DAT BAG an ' de  words dat yo ' speak tuh i t, say, "Why, why 
have thou have treated me so ill ? "  An ' i t ' s  quite natchel dat he [ thief ] w ill 
cc.e an 1 give it up . Yes, he ' ll give it up tuh yo ' .  He can ' t he 'p ':imsel� 

(Anything he has stolen from [you], he will bring it  back?) 
Yes , he ' ll bring it  back tuh yo ' . 
Ah ' ve heard da t matches wuz very lucky . Ah ' ve heard dat if yo ' wanted tuh git 

aay po1tion [ portion] of  luck, well wit a fellah or j is '  anybody - yo ' know, want� 
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ga in luck - well , yo ' take a ma tch . Or i f  ah wuz tryin ' tuh take advantage o f  
�. ah ' d  take a match an ' ah ' d  go tuh a dusty road where yo ' been walkin ' .  An ' 
ah ' d  take up seven o f  yore tracks . An ' aftah takin ' up de dust of  seven o f  yore 
tracks , den ah ' d  take it an ' ah ' d  put it in a box - in a kinda wooden box . Den 
ah ' d  take a p iece of papah , an ' den aftah ah ' d  do da t ,  ah ' d  takes a li ' le p inch 
of lime , an ' den ah put it in de box wit de papah on top of yore tracks . An ' den 
ah ' d  dampen it good wit some gasoline oil, yo ' undahstan ' .  Den ah ' d  take mah 
match , an ' ah have a kinda powdah dat ah put dat match in tuh , A POWDAH DEY CALL 
"GLASKET POWDAH , LUCKY GLASKET POWDAH . "  WELL , AT DE SAME TIME WHEN AH ' M  RUBBIN ' 
DAT MATCH IN DAT POWDAH , AH ' M  TALKIN' TO IT , "LUCK AH SUCCEED [ SUCCESS ] TUH HAVE . 
LUCK AH LONG TUH HAVE . LUCK IS  WHUT AH DES IRE TUH HAVE . "  AN ' AH STRIKE DAT 
MATCH AN ' AH THROW IT ON DAT PIECE OF PAPAH AN' ON DAT GAS , WHERE AH GOT DE DIRT 
WHERE YO ' WALKED FROM OR YORE SEVEN TRACKS , AN' LET IT BURN . AN' OF CO ' SE AH 
COME TUH BE VERY FORTUNATE WIT CHEW . YO ' LAK' D [LIKED ] ME WELL , AN ' OF CO ' SE 
YO ' D  BE WEALTHY AN ' AH ' D  BE PO ' [ POOR] AN' YO ' WOULD TRY IN EVAH WAY , TRY TUH 
HE ' P  ME OUT IN ALL THINGS . 

(I  see . ) 
A chicken aig . Dey tell me dat a chicken aig is very lucky . Yo ' take a aig 

fir s ' an ' if ah wanted tuh git chew away from heah . I f  yo ' wuz heah in dis house 
an ' ah say ah lak dat surroun ' [ surround ings]  dere , ah lak da t outlet [ loca t ion� . 
Ah lak da t home an ' ah wish ah could buy it . Ah believe ah try tuh git it  away 
from ' im [you ] . [ This change of  p er son is frequent everywhere in HOODOO . You 
can see the reason for it here . ]  Ah take twelve aigs , twelve new-laid a ig s  an ' 
put ' em  in a basket . An ' ah ' d  g o  tuh da t house an ' in a small way o f  doin ' , ah ' ll 
draw - ah 1 11 draw a house on six of dem a igs . Try tuh draw de house da t yo ' i s  
in , yo ' undahstan ' .  But o f  co ' se ,  yo ' know yo ' do it  plain , but let it  be  a type 
figu re [ outline]  of  a house ,  yo ' see . Den ah set it aside . All right , ah take 
de rest of dem six aigs an ' ah write chure name on one s ide of  de aigs . An ' den 
ah take dem aigs an ' ah put ' em back in a box . Well , ah ' ll go tuh work an ' ah ' ll 
g it me a p iece of  weep in ' willah [willow] . Den ah git me a - de root of a but ton 
willah [ the but tonbush] . Yo ' know we got a willah dey call a but ton willah,  too , 
yo ' know. Ah dig de root up of  a but ton willah . An ' den ah take da t button wil
lah an ' da t weep in '  willah an ' ah boil ' em  tuhgethah as a tea ,  j is ' lak ah wuz 
goin ' tuh drink it . But yet ah ain ' t  put t in '  ' em - ah ain ' t  boilin ' dem aigs wit 
it , chew know. Den aftah ah do dat , ah git me some - ah go tuh de ea st side of a 
hill , of  a clay hill an ' ah git me some clay dirt . An ' ah come back an ' ah � 
dat but ton willah an ' dat weep in ' willah syrup tuhgethah an ' ah mix it  up intuh 
dat clay dirt . Yo ' see? Well , ah take dem aigs an ' ah take me a small piece of 
Maginet Luaky Lodestone [Magnet or Magnetia Luaky Lodestone] an ' put in da t aig 
box . An ' ah ' ll go tuh da t house an ' set  dem aigs up on top o f  da t clay dirt da t 
ah made up - s e t  up wit dat but ton willah , chew know, mixed it up in d e  watah . 
Put it in dat box an ' take dat box an ' take it  an ' go tuh de west side of d e house 
an ' put it up undah a sill , i f  it ' s  pos sible . 

(Put it up under the s ill? ) 
Undah de sill of  de house ,  yeah . 
[As I have expla ined several times in HOODOO , small houses in the lowlands 

along the At lan t ic coast were usually resting a foo t or more aboveground on stilts 
of wood , or large stone , or a few bricks , etc . Here in Vicksburg such houses 
would not be  so common . ] 

An ' ah put it up undah de sill of  a house . Well , now, yo ' can ' t s tay dere . 
Yo ' got ' a  leave ' cuz ah done shot aheh - ah done shot fo' yo '. 

(You shot fo� me?) 
Ah done shot fo' yuh, an ' yo ' can ' t  stay dere . 
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(Then you can get the house? ) 
Den ah kin git de  house . Yo ' ll move out. Yo ' ll become dissatisfied an' git 

on outa dere . 
Well, she kin go an ' g it d e  tail of  ' is shir t an ' cut it o f f  an' take it, an ' 

git ' er a s tring an ' make it j is 1 lak a apern [ apron ] ,  yo ' undahstan', jis ' lak 
a apern, but cut de tail o f  de shir t off. An ' go tuh de west s ide of a poplah 
�an ' git a p iece of a poplah roo t an ' boil it . An ' aftah boilin' it - in de 
mean t ime while boilin '  it, why let i t  git cold . An ' den [ take ] dat shirt outa 
der e  - dat shir ttail outa der e  whut she done made in de shape o f  apern - an' wash 
it, wash it in da t poplah root [ tea ] . Well, all r ight . Aftah she wash it, r inse 
in it, an ' den she go tuh work an ' she take a - one of ' is shoestr ings , if he got 
'em, an ' she sews it up in de end of dat apern shir ttail dat she got or dat she 
weahs . An ' if he ' s  go ta razor blade dere, why she take it an ' do de same thing. 
An r den she • • •  

(What would she do with the razor blade? ) 
She sew i t  up in de end o f  dat shir ttail lak she do de shoestring , an ' she 

weah dat fo ' ' bout ten days. An ' it ' s  quite na tchel he ' ll come back . 
( I  see . ) 
His m ind wi ll j is '  git so dissatisf ied an ' so d iscouraged unt il he can ' t  stay 

nowhere, an ' he would mo ' dan druthah be where she ' s at dan be where anybody is, 
'cuz she done got de ' vantage of ' im when she went tuh dat poplah tree an ' got 
da t roo t from undah da t [west ] s ide of dat tree . 

Dey kin do da t, f ix ' im  up so he can ' t fool wit no othah woman - won ' want 
nobody but ' er .  Well, she a in ' t go t a thing in de world tuh do but j is '  go tuh 
work an ' j is '  r ight where, yo ' know, ' im  an ' ' er had a communica t ion tuhgethah, 
well she ' d  take de rags, yo ' undahstan ' ,  da t ' im an ' ' er cleaned off wit r ight 
good . An ' when he ' d  go tuh sleep she ' d taken dat rag an ' she ' d  dampen an ' she'd 
wash ' is face, wash ' is face down in it . See . Well, he don ' want nobody else 
but ' er .  

(What does she dampen i t  with? ) 
Jis ' in watah, j is '  plain watah - don ' want no soap or m ixture atall, j is '  

dampen it wit i t  [water ] an ' j is '  wash ' is face off . 
Yes, sir . Well, he a in ' t go t a thing in de world tuh do but j is '  go tuh work 

an ' go tuh de south s ide of a holly tree an ' dig ' im up a root about s ix inches 
yo' know a holly tree got small roo t s  tuh it . [ I  d id no t know that . ]  Dig ' im  
up a roo t about s ix inches . Go tuh a magnolia tree an ' git ' im a roo t of de  same 
[length ] ,  but go tuh de south - de east s ide of a magnolia tree, an ' git ' im  a 
root about s ix inches . Well, af tah he do dat, come on back an ' l ink both of  ' em  
root s  tuhgethah . T ie ' em  bo th tuhgethah . See, j is '  lak ah go t mah [ hands] [demon· 
strates ] .  

(One over the other . ) 
Yes, j is '  tie ' em up - t ie both o f  ' em tuhgethah . Let ' em be s ix inches 

apiece . Let ' im  take him a - take dem roo t s, git ' isself hard an ' measure his
self . See . Let ' im  write her name three times ' cro ss a p iece of papah, an' den -
8h""mean LET ' ER WRITE HER NAME THREE TIMES ON A L INE ON A PIECE OF PAPAH, AN' DEN 
BE TAKE AN' WRITE HIS NAME FOUR TIMES R IGHT ' CROSS HERS . [Among many ways of 
writing names on a p iece of  paper, this 3-4 or 7 arrangement is rare . ]  Yo' see? 
well, he b e  double-crossin ' ' er den an ' it ' s  quite natchel dat he done got away 
from 'er . 

(Well, DID HE DO ANYTHING WITH THOSE STICKS AFTER MEASURING HIMSELF? ) 
[I mean the holly and magno l ia roo t s . ]  

The sticks? 
(Yes . )  
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Yes 1 he  weah 'em. 
(Where? ) 
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Weah de st icks in ' is pocket - j is '  tote 'em in ' is pocket 1 aftah he measures 
' imself - unt il he begin tuh come tuh de place where he kin git back [with other 
women aga in ] . An ' den he kin take de st icks an ' bury de st icks . Bury de st icks 
somewhere ' roun ' ' is place of business. zhao know1 where he has . Don ' t  j is '  
throw 1em1 but he j is '  bury 'em yo ' see . 

(Will he do anything with that paper after he crossed up those names ? ) 
The pap er? Yes 1 s ir .  Well 1 yo ' j is '  take de papah an ' j is '  weah it in yore 

pocket . 
( I  see . )  
Put de papah in yore pocketbook an ' weah it 1 j is '  lak yo ' would do an ole 

receipt or somep in othah . 
(I see . ) 

Dey tell me dat chao kin take dog dung an ' cow dung an ' a sp idah . 
(A�d a spider ? ) 

An ' a sp idah - j is '  a 1  yo ' know1 j is '  a gang of sp idahs . Take dog dung an ' 
cow dung an ' mix it tuhgethah an ' if yo ' poss ' bly kin 1 git chao much as s even or 
eight sp idahs . An ' yo ' stop 'em up in a can an ' let 'em die . An ' den af tah dey 
die 1 yo ' take an ' let 'em j is1 1 yo ' know1 j is '  kinda dry-lak . An ' den yo ' take 
yo ' take it an ' yo ' m ix it  wit dis dung . 

(With this cow dung ? )  
Wit dis  cow dung an ' dis dog dung . 
Yo ' take yo ' a chicken haid 1  yo ' don ' want no feathahs on it . Git de feathahs 

good an ' clean [ from the head ] an ' den yo ' take dat chicken ha id an ' yo ' put it 
down befo ' de f iah an ' yo ' pahch it . Yo ' cook it 1 cook it t ill yo ' cook all de 
meat offa it . Take de meat off it an ' throw it [meat ] away . Take de  bon es an ' 
gr ind it up . Gr in ' de bon es up j is '  lak yo ' would [ use]  an ole grate  [ and grat e 
the bones ] o r  somep in . M ix it  wit de  dog dung an ' wit de cow dung . An ' den af tah 
yo ' do dat 1 yo ' git chew a p iece of rabb it ha ir . Take a p i ec e of ha ir outa de  
lef ' hind laig of a rabb it 1 an ' yo ' mix it in wit dat dung - wit de chicken ha id 
an ' de dog dung an ' de cow dung . An' den af tah yo ' m ix it tuhgethah1 den yo1 
take an ' g it chew about a thimb leful of �assia [Boraaia?] Luaky Powdah. an ' m ix 
it up tuhgethah . An ' dey tell m e  dat dere ' s  no bettah lucky gambl in ' powdah dan 
dat . 

---(Lucky gamb ling powd er . )  
(What do they say about that ? )  
Well 1 if a man has done murdahed somebody an ' de hound is af tah ' im an ' he is 

tryin ' tuh git away . Well 1 he ' d  git ' imself some black peppah. an ' some cayenne 
peppah 1 an ' g it ' im some salt 1 an ' have ' im  a piece o f  lodestone . An ' when yo 1 
do dat 1 yo ' put dat in a sho e .  An ' den af tah he put dat in ' is sho e 1  he take dat 
p iec e of lodeston e  - don ' t  want but on e piec e 1  a small p iec e - an ' put it in yore 
r ight sho e an ' den yo ' j is '  [ go ]  aha id on . Well now dat p eppah an ' stuff 1 dat ' ll 
turn de dog back ; an ' dat lodestone is luck1  dat ' ll carry yo ' on . 

( I  see . ) 
Yo ' kin git on out of de way . 
Tuh keep ' em  [men ]  away while dey [ a  man is ] gon e .  
(Yes . )  
Well1  yo ' do somep in . De f irs ' things yo ' do 1 when he ' s  leav in ' home - he 

know he ' s  gain '  tuh leav e 1  he ' ll be gone fo ' some con s idahable t ime . He ' ll git 
up an ' he ' ll git a pair of ' er bloomahs - her ole bloomahs 1 mayb e she got 1 chew 
know 1 layin ' some place . Somep in dat she can ' t  det ect [m is s ]  much . Den yo ' cut 
de lef t laig of dat bloomah off . An ' af tah do in '  dat yo ' go in de kitahendepart-
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ment an' git a spoon, an' double dat spoon up an' put it intuh dat blaa.ah. yo' 
undahstan'. An' den take yo1 seven straws out of de broom dat she B!!ePS wit an' 
lay ' em  seven straws in a piece of papah, but let all of 'em be jis' 'bout de 
same size as a match. But befo' yo ' put ' em  in dere, yo' burn each ead of ' em . 
Burn each end of de seven straws, yo' undahstan', an' put 'em in yore pocket. 
Take yo ' a piece of rubbah an' tie it aroun' ' em. Wrap it aroun' ' em so it won't 
come loose, yo' know. Den yo' take dat spoon an' dat bloomah dere, vbut cboo got 
dere, an' yo' git chew a small piece of lodestone - jis' a very small piece aa' 
wrap it up. An' put it in yore pocket an' weah it, an' she'll stay fo' yo' anti1 
yo' come back dere. 

(I see.) 
Well, now, ah know - AH REMEMBAH A WOMAN, A NICE LOOK!�' GIRL WUZ CO'TIB' 

[COURTING] A PREACHAH1 an' he had a li'le money an' a home, yo' know, but he wuz 
a li'le bit too ole fo' 'er. See. So she tole 'im dat she didn't believe she 
cared fo1 1im, he wuz a li1le bit too ole. He say, "Well, if yo' don' do me no 
good, yo' won' do nobody else no good." An' he took an' hit 'er in de face wit 
'is pocket han'ke'chuf1 an' somepin fell outa de top of 'er haid lak wood lice 
'bout two hours aftah he had hit 'er. [A handkerchief tossed or waved about is 
usually dPessed; in this case perhaps with wood-Zioe powder.] Aftah he hit 'er, 
he disap�eahed, went on somewhere, yo' see. An' she jis' stan'in' talkin' tuh 
some of er schoolmates, an' somepin fell outa her haid lak wood lice. An' dey 
fell all down aroun' on de groun', an' she commence tuh fightin' ' em, frightened 
aftah ' em, yo' know. All right, SHE COMMENCED TUH HOWL. COMMENCE TUH HOWLIN' 
LAK A DOG; SHE COMMENCE TUH MAKIN' FUSS LAK A COW, AN' SHE COMMENCE TUH CARR'IN' 
ON LAK A GOAT. Well, dey'd taken 'er an' carr'in' 'er home an' laid 'er in de 
baid an' yo' know she couldn't rest. Well she, dat nex' mawnin' - co'se she 
suffahed all dat night - got up de nex' mawnin' an' LOOKED AT 'ER THIGH. SHE 
SAID 'ER THIGH HURT 'ER. DERE WUZ A SMALL COOTAH [TURTLE] ON 'ER1 LA YIN' RIGHT 
HEAR. DERE WUZ THREE SCORPIONS LAYIN' DOWN ON 'ER THIGH. AN' DERE WUZ A BLUNT
TAIL MOUSE OVAH ON DIS HIP. 

(What kind of a tail?) 
A blunt-tail mouse. 
(Blunt-tail?) 
Yes, sir, BLUNT-TAIL MOUSE AN' SNAKE layin' ovah on dis side of de hip. Well, 

evahbody kinda doubted 'er. Yo' see she wuz hwot. DERE WUZ ANOTHAH OLE FELLAH 
STAYIN' ABOUT 25 MILES FROM DERE. HE COULD DO DAT KIND OF WORK. DEY WENT AN' 
Gar 'IM AN' HE COME AN' LOOKED AT 'ER. AN' HE SAID DAT HER CASE WUZ PURTTY 
SERIOUS [for this type of judgment, see CONSULTATION TECHNIQUE, p.307f.]1 but he 
could do her good inside of eleven hours. 

[A stoppage of recording shows he also lived eleven miles from somewhere.] 
(About eleven miles?) 
On dis side of Greenville, Mississippi. 
(Greenville, Mississippi. How many years ago?) 
Oh1 dat been now about 28 years [about 1910]. 
(All right, go ahead with the story.) 
An' aftah he looked at - he'd taken 'er up an' laid 'er in de baid - taken 'er 

outa de baid she wuz in an' laid 'er in de [another] baid. An' he saw dat coo� 
an' dat lizard an' dat mouse. An' he had a kinda greaBe:" He j is 1 greased •er 
all o vah1 yo' know. An' den he'd taken some kind of a ole funny aoeep:ID look lak 
a blade an' he marked - he didn't cut 'er skin but he j is' 1 yo 1 blow, belt [beld] 
dat blade right ovah dem things, jis' drawed it across dem but not on �.kiD. 

(What kind of blade?) 
A Kisah blade. 
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(A Kiser?) 
[This could be spelled Kaiser.] 
Yeah, a kisah blade whu' choo cut bushes wit whut men use tuh work in de right 

of way. 
(Oh, I see. All right.) 
An' he'd taken dat an' he jis' draw it across dat cootah [cooter or turtle]. 

An' he come up on dis side an' he draw it across dat blunt-tail mouse an' right 
ovah 'er. An' draw it across dem lizards. Well, all right. IN ABOUT ELEVEN 
HOURS TIME DEY GIVE HER UP TUH DIE, AN' DEM THINGS COME JIS' A-CRAWLIN' OUT OF 
'ER. AN' WHEN DEM THINGS CRAWLED OUTA 'ER, SHE GOT RIGHT UP AN' LOOKED AT US, 
AN' DEY WUZ CRAWLIN' ALL AROUND ON DE FLOOR. [I have no doubt about a small coo
ter, three lizards and blunt-tail mouse crawling on t he floor. There is too·much 
evidence in HOODOO for this sort of thing. THE DOCTOR HAD A FAST HAND! IN THE 
STORY FOLLOWING THIS ONE WE WILL AGAIN MEET DOCTOR MARTIN, ANOTHER HEALER QUICK 
WITH HIS BAND.] An' he tole 'er, .!!I.• "Ah'm goin' make yo' do dat." She got a 
stick an' she kilt 'em all. An' de cootah she couldn't ketch. He runned on outa 
dere. Now, dese three lizards dey wuz so stiff - scorpions rat hah, dey couldn't 
git nowhere. She caught 'em an' kilt dem. So dat woman got all right. 

(WAS THAT ALL HE DID?) 
YES, SIR. 
SO NOW, DEllE WUZ ANOTHAH WOMAN AN' SHE WENT TUH A DANCE ONE NIGHT, an' he wuz 

a real dancab [dancer]. An' 'er fellah didn't wan' 'er tuh dance wit nobody, an' 
he hauled off an' pushed 'er. Well, heah come anothah fellah wuz likin' 'er, yo' 
undahstan '. HE TOOK AN' LAID 'IS HAND ON DIS FELLAH'S SHOULDAH AN' DIS FELLAH 
FELL. AN' WHEN HE FELL HE COMMENCE TUH HOWLIN' LAK A COLLIE. Well, dey'd taken 
'im an' carried 'tm home. An' aftah dey carried 'im home, dey ran an' got de 
doctor. Well, be begin tuh retch very bad, yo' see. Oh! he jis' got restless 
as if he possessed. An' aftah 'im doin' dat, AFTAH DE DOCTOR COME, DE DOCTOR 
LOOKED AT 'IM AB' HE SAY, "AH CAN'T DO HIM NO GOOD. AH DON'T KNOW" - A MEDICAL 
DOCTOR, YO ' KNOW - "AH DON' KNOW WHUT' S DE MATTAH WIT ' IM. AH NEV AH SEED A MAN 
ACT LAK DAT BEFO' ." DIS FELLAH YET HOWLIN' LAK DAT COLLIE. AN' SO, DEY TURNED 
DAT MAN OVAH TUH LOOK AT 'IS BACK, THINKIN' YO' KNOW HE HAD A FEVAH. DERE WUZ 
THREE SNAKES: A RATTLESNAKE AN' A GARTAH SNAKE AN' A CHICKEN SNAKE IN ' IS BACK. 
BUT YO' COULD SEE DEY WUZ SNAKES BY DERE SKIN - jis' right in 'is skin in 'is 
back. Well, dis same fellah dat ah'm tellin' yo' 'bout - ah think yo' heard me 
speak of. Doator Martin - he come. 

[For Doator Martin, see p.2327, line 15.] 
(Where is he from?) 
HE'S AT AVON, MISSISSIPPI. 
(Avon, Mississippi.) 
DOCTOR MARTIN COME AN' GOT DEM SNAKES OUTA DAT FELLAH'S BACK AN' HE GOT WELL. 
(Do you know how he got them out? What he did to get them out?) 
Yes, sir. 
(What did he do to get them out?) 
WHEN HE GOT READY TUH GIT 'EM OUT, HE PUT ' IM  IN A BATHTUB AN' HE WENT TUH DE 

SOUTH SIDE OF A HILL AN' HE GOT SIX DIFF'REN' KINDA ROOTS, an' he say one of de 
roots wuz de Queen Elizabeth root an' de ot hah root wuz de shargrass root[?]. 

(What kind 1) 
Shargrass[?] root. Shargrass root an' de Queen of Elizabeth root. An' de 

othah [4 of t he 6] wuz de blacksnake root, an' de ginseng root, an' de beechluck 
[beechnut = beech] �· an' de sippahred[?] �· 

(Sipper?) 
Sippah-red[?] root. Well, he'd taken dat an' he boiled it. Den aftah he 
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boiled dat, he dropped a KN04 tablet in it. 
(What KNO?) 

2339 

KN04 tablet an' de watah turnt as red - well, it turnt as red a s  dat, a s  dat 
spot in dere. 

[He may have pointed to something red in the room; carpet or window curtain.] 
(I see. ) 
AN' HE LAID ' IM  IN DAT WATAH AN' BATH-ED [NOT BATHED] ' IM . AN' WHEN BE GOT 

THROUGH BATHIN' ' IM , HE TOLE ' IM, LOOK BACK BEHIND ' IM . AN' WHEN HE LOOKED BACK, 
WELL DERE DEM SNAKES WUZ IN DE BATHTUB! BUT DEY WUZ DAID. YO' SEE. DEY WUZ 
DAID, BUT HE [DOCTOR] KILLED DEM. HE PUT 'EM IN DAT WATAH. YO' SEE, NOW, WBUT 
WUZ GIVIN' ' IM  DE TROUBLE, DEY WUZ ALIVE, SEE. SEE, WHEN DEY WUZ MOVIN' ABOUT 
[IN HIM] DEY WUZ HURTIN' 'IM. 

[My informant doator is saying Dootor Martin killed the snakes with the red 
bath water. I say a good triak!] 



THE PHYSICAL HUMAN BODY ITSELF 

1. SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 2. BLOOD 3. URINE 4 .  EXCREMENT 5. SWEAT 
6 .  HAIR 7. FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS AND FOOTSKIN 

8. FOLK MEDICINE 9. MURDER 
10. DEATH AND BURIAL AND GRAVEYARD 

[ HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, abbreviated HOODOO throughout 
the text, was arranged in the first two volumes to show a strange form of thought 
based upon a belief in spirits. Here in volumes three and four I group this nev 
.aterial round the physical human body and common objects of every-day life to 
highlight the dangers of superstition and magic. Appropriately THE PHYSICAL BDK&H 
BODY ITSELF should start with its own origin, the theme of sex; specifically here 
with SEXUAL IMPOTENCE, a subject wider than its scientific definition, and a mat
ter of great concern for believers who will soon talk to us.] 

1. SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

[Impotence in hoodoo has no medical or psychological cause. Neither bodily 
weakness nor mental problem makes you sexually inadequate. You are impotent 
because some man or woman has you tied or tied up. Originally this meant someone 
bad put a spell on you by tying something of yours, or by tying anything while 
... ing or wishing it you. Consequently, like all ailments and diseases of the 
body, impotence comes from hoodoo, conjuration, witchcraft, or rootwork. All 
following rites with few exceptions are to keep a man away from another woman, 
or a woman away from another man. They could be called ahastity-belt rites. 
This section SEXUAL IMPOTENCE is divided into subsections CAUSES and CURES.] 

(1). CAUSES OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

(a)� MISCELLANEOUS 

[This subsubsection is called MISCELLANEOUS because it contains everything 
that would not fit into the four remaining homogeneous subsubsections, namely: 
DISHRAG, DOG, KNOTS, and SNAIL. Margin titles, here as elsewhere, will try to 
iadicate the great variety of ideas involved, including: magic actions, objects, 
places, substances, and thoughts or intentions.] 

3110. You take a boy around sixteen years old, that way. That's all their 
.-hition. They are all that way, I don't know why. They think that the more 
� that he has connection with, that the bigger it makes hfm, see. Well, 
aothing can ruin the blood as quick as that, see. An' he gets a certain amount 
of germs in him an ' a certain amount of bad blood. No physician can get it out 
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because he [boy]  ain ' t go ing to take tha t kind o f  treatment to get it  out - see , 
tha t  is to pur ify him . Well , all r ight , tha t boy comes to marry , you under s tand , 

an ' have a wif e .  
A COMMON BELIEF: "THE MORE WOMEN • • •  THE BIGGER I T  MAKES HIM" Then the children 

will have it , in
her it that , you s ee ,  by having bad blood . Well , tha t is worse than the o ther . 
I t  happen tha t  a poor [boy ]  get gonorrhea o r  anything that way , he has a cer tain 
amount of energy in him , he can ' t get it  out of him unles s  he has connec tion with 
a woman . But if he ever once has the claps,  the running Pange, o r  gonorrhea , 
every time he ur inates he ur ina tes some ambition, you s ee . That ' s  why a man can 
be 45 year s old and younger than a b oy 2 5 ,  you see , by us ing hims elf [pro perly ]  
i n  his young days before he developes . [New Orleans , La . , (816 ) , 1158: 5 . ]  

3111 . Yo ' kin take , if a man ' s  gain ' wit ano thah man ' s wif e an ' d i s  man don ' 
want ' im tuh go wit d is woman , yo ' kin take s ome r ed antses , d e s e  large one ,  if 
yo ' kin git a lo t of 'em. Jes ' go tuh a antses bed an ' git all de antses yo ' kin 

ANTS 
git , an ' take dese antses an ' put 'em in a pan an ' take dem home , an ' put 
'em in a s tove an ' let ' em parch an ' den powdah d em  all up . An ' when d i s  
woman go es tuh bed at night an ' go tuh sleep ,  he kin take an ' powdah dis 

s tuf f acro s s  ' er s tomic par t down der e ,  her private part . An ' when dat man goes 
tuh have a da te wit ' er ,  why d ey git hung up dere-je s ' lak do g s . 

(Do you mix tha t  red ant dus t with lard ? ) 
No s ir , yo ' don ' need tuh put any lard in it , j es '  put red antses dus t by 

i t s elf . [Fayetteville , N. Car . , (14 52 ) , 2 6 39:1 . ]  
3112 . Ah heard yo ' kin take dese r ed antses bed s ,  yo ' know, an ' git chew some 

of 'em. Take ' em if yo' wanted to fix up a man or anything lak [tha t ]  yo ' know, 
an ' yo ' kin take ' em an ' b ea t  ' em [into powder ] an ' wear ' em roun ' yore wais ' .  
An ' af tah de man - say yo ' an ' ' im be togethah . An ' af tah he git through wit 
whut he done , yo ' j es '  take dem antses an ' jes ' wipe right , takes ' is leg an ' den 
let it  run up an ' down ' is back , dese ant ses  lak dat . But chew have it tied up 
in a rag . An ' say den yo ' wear it roun ' yore wais ' . Den de man can ' t have any 
dealin ' s  wit' anyone but chao . Ah ' ve heard of dat much about antses . [Waycro s s , 
Ga . ,  (1107 ) , 1 781:2 . ]  

3113 . Den ah ' ve heard o f  ladyfo lks, yo ' know - pardon [for what informant is 
ab out to tell me ] , ah ' ve heard of ladyfo l kses gain ' ahead takin ' a intahao 'se , an' 

ARMPIT - BEDCLOTH WORN IN 
put t in ' i t  onto , intuh a towel , yo ' know , j es '  whut 
dey use [for wip ing themselves ] , an ' put t in ' HeaPts 
Co logne on i t  an ' ,  yo ' know , j es '  take a p iec e of it 

[from the towel ] , an ' wear it undah dere arms , an ' dat gain de inf luenc e of love , 
s ech as dat ,  yo ' know . [Flor enc e ,  S .  Car . , (1304) , 2 2 04:2 . ]  

3114 . (Have you ever heard o f  a woman measur ing a man? ) [Measur ing r ites 
will come later . ]  

Well ,  yes , ah ' ve heard o f  it . Sa id dat dey would take s tr ing yo ' know , an ' 
mea sure der e pr iva t es , an ' keep 'em from havin ' a intahco ' se wit a woman . 

ARMPIT - MEASURING STRING WORN IN LEFT 
(What do they do with that s tr ing then , 
af ter they do that? ) 

it  aroun ' up undah dere lef ' arm . 
311 5 . Ah heard yuh could take 

keep 'im down, an ' yuh kin go  an ' 

Af tah dey do dat ,  well dey would t o t e  
[Memphis , Tenn . , (92 7 ) , 1 5 09:6 . ]  

a man ' s  sock an ' weah it between yore laigs an' 
he would no t be j ealous of yuh . 

ARMPIT - IN LEFT - MAN  WEARS WOMAN ' S  DIRTY STOCKING 
BETWEEN LEGS - WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S DIRTY SOCK 

(You use either sock? ) 
Eithah sock , eithah one ,  
j is '  s ince he have worn it. 
An ' a man kin take a woman ' s 
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stockin' an' weah it undah 'is lef' arm wit de feet turned up, an' he'll ketch 
'er in evahthin' dat she start at. 

If she go tuh slip on ' im an' have othah men, he'll walk right up on 'er. 
[Sumter, S. Car., (1384), 2459:12.] 

3116. Yo' kin take a pocket han'ch'ef which yo' kin use wit chure wife, an' 
a new nail an' place it intuh a tree [root] jes' beneat' de groun ' an' nail it in 
dere an' kiver up an' leave. Back nine steps away from de han'ch'ef back [ back-

- wards] an' den turn an' call de woman's name de third 
BACKWARDS - NINE STE PS time [call her name 3 times] an' leave from dere. Dey 

vit dat, ah've been 
it fall over] • 

won' t have - evah time dey [other men] begin tuh top 'er 
a ble tuh know dat dey've [demonstrates with finger, letting 

(They [the other man's tool] will just fold up. I see.) 
(You nail this handkerchief on the tree down under the ground, but you will 

wipe her off with this handkerchief?) 
Yes sir. [Savannah, Ga., (538), 658:1+85.] 
3117. In case if yo ' don't have time, dis is a quick way now. Ah'm goin ' 

tell yo ' 'gin [again]. WANT CHEW PAY CLOSE 'TENTION AN' KETCH DIS. 
Yo' go tuh a fruit stan' an' git chew one banana. Undahstan' good now, jes' 

one. Yo' know dere' s lotsa bananas are ripe, jes' so ripe dey' ll almos' fall 

BANANA 
tuh pieces off de hull. Well, yo' git dat banana peelin '. Git dat 
banana peelin' an' den when she lay down at night an' go tuh sleep, jeJ 
slip dat banana peelin' dere, an' take dat banana peelin ' an' jes' dou

ble it. See dere, double it jes ' lak dat [demonstrates]. An1 yo1 take it an' 
vipe dat woman. Wipe her fanny, .!!!.• an' yo ' say, "No son-of-a-bitch don't git 
dis but me, no son-of-a-bitch don' t git dis but me" [and pro bably repeat a third 
time]. All right, an' yo' do dat. Den yo' take dat banana peelin' an' throw it, 
throw it ovah yo ' shouldah an' no body else can' t go wit 'er tuh save 'er life but 
chew. [Mo bile, Ala., (656), 938:5.] 

3118. Take it [ bath water] an' put it in a bottle, an' take an' po' [pour] 
some of dat watah an' stop it up. Put in a bottle an' put in a place where yo' 
kin - where yo' kin [walk] undah it, an' dat will control yo'. But yo' take dat 

BATH WATER 
[ bath] watah an' a piece what yo' use wit an intahco'se wit dem. 

An' yo' rinse dat tuhgethah an' put dat in a bottle tuhgethah, an' 
have dem so dey kin go backwards an' fo'wards undah dat, an' dey 

control yo'. Whut dey tell yo' tuh do, well yo' come undah dat, an' do whut dey 
tell yo' tuh do. 

(I see. They take this bath water and some of the, piece of that cloth they 
use for intercourse, put in the bottle and stop it up.) [Vicksburg, Miss., (743), 
1012:11.] 

3119. Yuh take dat [ bath] watah, put it in a bottle an' mix it wit � �h� 
� it wit salt an' gunpowdah. Throw dat in de runnin' watah, see. Dat will 

BATH WATER - WAR WATER - SALT - GUNPOWDER - BOTTLED 
MAKES MAN LOSE AMBITION FOR WOMAN 

keeps yuh tied up. Well, 
it will make yuh lose am
bition fo' de woman dat 
yuh have, yuh undahstan' ; 

an' it will keep yuh wit a mind - yuh undahstan', yuh will nevah be satisfied 
vbere yuh be yet. [New Orleans, La., (816), 1154:6.] 

3120. [To] fix a man to stay at home - dere' s two or three ways yo' kin fix 
a man, see. Well, jes' lak a woman' s got a hus ban' an' he runnin' aroun'. She 

lED - IN CENTER OF 
kin stop 'im from wandahin', yo' undahstan', an' de wimmins 
do do it, cuz I done seed ' em  do it. Dey'll take dat - dey 
kin cook cake, pies. 
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(What? ) 
I say , j es '  lak yo ' have intahco ' se wit yore wif e ,  have connection wit ' er ,  

well de rag what she wipe yo ' ,  well she ' d  put dat in de middle of dat b ed where 
yo ' lay at . I ' ll guarantee dat yo ' can ' t have no othah wimmin . 

(I see . ) 
S ee ,  she put dat an ' fasten it to de mattress . See , an ' keep dat rag where 

yo ' sleep at , r ight where yo ' lays all de time . An ' I b etcha yo ' can ' t have 
nuthin to do wit no othah wfmmin . 

(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , (747 ) , 1017 : 2 . ] 
3121 . Dey say when yo ' have sexual intahco ' se ,  dey say yo ' take d e  towel an ' 

put it undah de b ed in which yo ' sleep s ,  in a dark place , an ' he doesn ' t have any 
ao�ge fah anyone else . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1104) , 17 7 8 : 3 . ] 

BED - BEDCLOTH UNDER 3122 . [ Informant is repeating at  my request . ]  
Jes ' lak if yo ' had a sweethear t an ' yo ' wanted tuh quit 

' er or she wanted tuh quit chew . Ah said , yo ' could take de rag , de  towel dat 
chew all wipe wit , an ' yo ' kin take dat towel an ' yo ' kin roll it up an ' put it 
undahneat '  yore baid . An' if she goes she ' ll come back . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1009) , 1633 : 1 . ] 

3123 . Yo ' know lak dey both have intahco ' se wit one ano thah . Well , dey g it 
through yo ' know , dey wipe off an ' dry off , why SHE USE HER MONTHLY-PERIOD RAGS 

AN' DRY OFF WIT IT , an ' if he go wit ano thah woman, why it ' ll 
BLOOD - MENSTRUAL fall yo ' see - it won ' t  stand up . 

(What does she do with that rag then? ) 
Don ' t do nuthin paht ik' lah . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1068 ) , 17 28 : 11 . ] 

3124. Ah ' ve heard dat if yo ' could git a woman ' s  per iods an ' keep ' em, she 
can ' t have nuthin tuh do wit no othah mens . 

(Where do you keep it?) 
Jes ' keep it in yore house . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (147 0 ) , 25 9 2 : 16 . ] 
3125 . Well , now, if he ' d  wanta keep a man away from his house - his wif e be 

s ick evah month - he ' d  take ' m  [ take hfm ] one of de  piece she use .  He ' d  take one 
of ' em an ' he ' d� it up an ' cut da t stain out an ' wrop it up in ' is pocket 
han ' ch ' ef an ' put it in ' is pocket . A man kin come tuh de  house but she won ' t  
have no desire tuh be wit 'fm. [Charleston , S .  Car . , (? ) ,  652 : 5+8 1 . ]  

3126 . See , whut he do tuh fix ' er up , he go tuh work an ' he takes - he gits 
some of ' er intahao'se [menstrual blood here ] , yo ' undahstan ' .  

(I  unders tand , from her interaourse.) 
Yes . All r ight , he takes dat . He takes dat rag an ' he foles - he takes dat 

cloth an ' he foles it , foles four times towards 'fm. Don ' t nevah fole it from 
1 im , fole it up toward s 'tm. If he got  a shoe , he  put s it [a  piece of it ] in ' is 
shoe . Yo ' undahstan ' .  Jis ' put it in a pair of  ' is shoes an ' go on . He kin go 
on off an ' stay three uh [or ] four weeks , an ' she ain ' t got no feelin ' fuh no 
o thah man atall , she always want in '  to see yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  

[ Both to fold and four times are common magic r ites . To fold is mag ically to  
confus e ,  conf ine and control the spirit , or par t of  the spirit , residing (o ften 
temporarily) in the obj ec t being folded . The mag ic or sacredness of the four 
comes , to Christians at least , from the following Biblical quotat ion : I saw four 
angels standing on the four aorners of the earth� holding the four winds of the 
earth (Rev . 7 : 1 ) . ]  [ New Orleans , La . ,  (8 31) , 1237 : 4 . ] 

312 7 . Now, a woman in de  town heah - yo ' got a woman an ' yo ' want s tuh hold 
' er. If a woman g it away from yo ' ,  why den yo ' goes tuh work d en an ' take some 
o f  ' er cloth , her cloth whut she use , yo ' know . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' measure on 
yore f ingahs part  of  it , an ' den yo ' wear dat  yo ' see . Put about nine kno ts  in 
!! an ' yo ' wear da t . An ' in wear in '  dat , dat will hold ' er dere wit yo ' - she 
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cain ' t git away .  
(What do you measure that cloth with? Your f inger or what? ) 
Yes , jes ' ketch yore f ingahs [ d emonstrates ] .  
(Right along your middle f inger . )  
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Now, her , when yo ' gittin ' dat ,  den yo ' take yore f ingah an ' measure 'er, yo ' 
see . An '  den yo ' come , af tah measurin ' ' er - well ,  den yo ' measure dat cloth . 

[ I  now comment upon the preced ing rite  to b e  cer tain that I under stand i t . ]  
(Af t er you measure her with your f inger , you measure that clo th with this . 

You take this piece o f  cloth long enough , just as long as that measure ,  then you 
tie nine kno t s  in it , and you wear it  around your body . That holds her . She 
can ' t have any other man? ) 

No , she cain ' t. [Algiers , La . ,  (157 5 ) , 2897 : 10 . ] 
3128 . An '  den she kin do dis heah . She kin take an ' trim ' er fingahnails , 

she take some of  ' er period , an ' she puts it intuh his sompin tuh eat ,  an ' dat ' ll 
take his nature f rom ' im [ except for her ] . 

( She has to put all those t ogether though? )  
S crape huh f ingahnails an ' take some of ' er ministrate . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  

(1188 ) , 2004 : 2 . ] 
3129 . Ah heard a li ' le sompin about dat . Dey say a man kin fix a woman lak 

dat . He git one of  ' er monthly pad s , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' take dat an ' put dat 
in a bot tle , see . Wash it an ' wrench [ rinse]  some of  dat out an ' put it in a 
bottle an ' stop it up , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' carry it aroun ' wit ' im . An '  evah 
time a [ ano ther ] � [ tr ie s ]  to  make a connection wit ' er ,  his thing will fall 
evah time . [ Fayet teville , N. Car . ,  (13 98 ) , 2516 : 21 . ] 

3130. If your husban ' is mistreatin '  yo ' fer anothah woman , now yo ' kin take 
her periods an ' she kin take a brass needle , � eithah a brass pin an ' write [ on 
a piece of  paper ] his name on top an ' hern upon de bottom . An '  put it midways 
her bedpiece an ' jes ' so dat she sleep on it as much as he do . He won ' t have 
anythin ' tuh do wit anybody els e  but her . 

( She writes it with her blood on this pin? ) 
Yes , sir. [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 9 7 2 ) , 157 3:9. ] 
3131 . Yo ' kin take yore [ a  man ' s ]  hair an ' kin run yo ' crazy . Well , yo ' kin 

take it an ' tie it b ehin ' a wumman - dat mean a wumman kin do it . A wumman kin 
take - whut ah mean , her ministrate an ' wrap it [a man ' s hair ] up an ' tie it  
roun ' ' er wais ' an ' it ' ll run yo ' [ him ]  crazy . 

(The woman would take whose ministrate, her own? ) 
Yes . 
(And wrap it around her own waist . That would run you [a  man ]  crazy? )  
Yes sir . 
(Well , what about - what is she going to do with your hair ? Where do you put 

�his hair ? )  
Roun ' yore wais ' .  
(What would she do with this hair ? )  
She wraps it up, yo ' know, in one of  de  [ her ] towel . 
(She wraps it up in her menstruat ion cloth and wears it around her waist . 

Tbat is to run you crazy about her ? )  
Yes sir. 
(Or to run you actually crazy ? )  
Well , i t  tuh run yo ' actually crazy in dis way , run yo ' where yo ' couldn ' t  

have any o thah woman but ' er .  
(She takes some o f  my hair , and then takes her menstrual cloth and wraps my 

'-!r up in it , and then wears it around her waist . )  
Yes. [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1149 ) , 187 4 : 8 . ] 
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3132 . Jes ' lak dey go tuh bed at night , well her an ' ' er husban ' always -
yo ' know , she go t it in fo ' him but he don ' t know nuthin ' bout it 1 an ' so she 
tie him - lak he doin ' [ running about with o ther women] . So she goes when dey 

have intahco ' se an ' evahthin 1 1  she gits ou t de  ba id maybe early dat 
BOTTLE mawnin ' ' fo '  he do an ' she steals away , yo ' know, an ' hurr ies ahead an ' 

goes on tuh huhself an ' she have a bo ttle an ' evahthin ' prepared . Well, 
she ketches it an ' by some means she puts some in a bo ttle . 

(What do es she put in the bo ttle? ) 
Well , it ' s . 
( Something from her or him? ) 
From him . 
(Where d id she get it ? )  
It from bo th o f  ' em a h  ' magine , somehow . 
(How did she get it from him? ) 

Well , see when she go tuh - when he go tuh use de  towel tuh dry off wit 1 she 
dry ' im  an ' pulls kinda hard - squeeze ,  gits evahthin ' j es '  lak she pullin ' on 
sompin . She ' d  g it it all out lak dat . Dat ' s  how she b ecome tuh have it . 

(What does she do with that stuff when she put s it in the bo ttle? ) 
She puts it in de bot tle see , an ' when she put it in dis bottle , takes de 

bottle an ' stop it up airtight an ' she put it away . Well , long as she keeps de 
bottle - ah mean, an ' keep it airtight - well she got ' im . But if she evah lets 
it git away . 

(What does that do to the man?) 
Well,  dat ' feet ' im  so he ca in ' t  raise no kinda hear t fo ' no othah woman . 

[Florence,  S .  Car . , ( 1297 ) 1 2198 : 15 . ] 
3133 . De way she ties ' im  up when she make a connec tion wit ' im 1 she ' 11 � 

de cloth, an ' she takes it an ' puts it in a quart j ar an ' stop it up . He could
n ' t go tuh ano thah woman tuh save his life . Evah time he go - an ' he ' ll make yo ' 
know . If  it 1 s mah husban ' an ' ah do dat fo ' him , he ' ll make yo ' know da t he 
can ' t  go out an ' have a connection wit ano thah woman . He ' ll come in an ' tell 
�. say , 11Ah don ' t know whut 1 s de  mattah wit me . Mah back wore me out . Ah 'm 
j is '  tuh de place where ah ca in ' t  do nuthin . Ah 'm go in '  up tuh see de doc tor . "  
Long as yo ' keep ' im  stopped up - she don ' t use de same clo th he do es , j es '  let 
' im use it . [ Savannah , Ga • •  (127 2) 1 2 153 : 2 . ]  

3134 . Yo ' could take d is man ' s - when yo ' have somepin tuh do wit 1 im 1 yo ' 
kin take ' is came [ semen] . Yo ' ketch it on da t rag , on a homespun p iece of  cloth 
[ unbleached cotton] , an ' put it in de  milk bo ttle , a bottle o f  but tahmilk 1 an ' 
half stop it up 1 if dis boy ' s  in yore  way . But don ' t  use it fer nuthin else but 
dat . An ' take it an '  yo ' know , pu t it in a ditch or somepin where it ' ll half 
drain out . An ' den ,  whenevah it all dra ins out 1 why dat boy ' ll go away or sompi� 
[ Wilmington , N . Car • •  (260) 1 1 7 8 : 13+85 . ]  

3135 . An ' ano thah way , if a woman stopped it up in a bo ttle , yo ' have tuh 
hunt dat 1 yo ' see . 

(If she stops that clo th up in a bot tle he ' ll have to hunt that . )  
[The doctoP he hires f inds the bottle ! ! ! ] 

An ' one way dat she kin rule him , dat is tuh put it in de mattress an ' she 
lay upon dat . An' when she lay upon dat he can ' t fool wit nobody , less ' n  he lay 
upon dat bottle . If he ain ' t  layin '  upon dat bottle dat got dat , he ' ll always 
be limbah . 

(As long as  she has tha t . )  [ New Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1206) 1 203 6 : 3 . ] 
3136 . She kin take some o f  ' is discharge , some o f  dat 1 an ' she kin take an ' 

tighten it down [ in bottle ] , j es '  lak she kin put it  in a rag an ' tighten it 
down air t ight an ' wear da t o n  her , an ' da t w�ll keep ' im . Do sin ' it a li ' le bit 
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wi t black peppah , put black peppah on it , an ' de firs ' thing yo ' know ,  yo ' ll be  
at de place da t chew don ' want nobody else but  ' er .  [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , 
(145 0) ' 2635 : 3 . ] 

3137 . D e  way she do tub take his nature away from ' im .  AH WANT CHEV TUB L IS
TEN AT DIS GOOD , so ah - dis i s  mah wife an ' dis i s  me an ' dis  i s  anothah woman .  
Well , ah ' m  goin ' wit dis woman , an ' dis i s  mah wife heah . She don ' t  undahstan ' 
about no t bein ' wit ' er as much as ah do wit dis o thah woman . Well , dis otbah 
woman ovah heah , well , ah had a communication wit ' er ,  an ' she taken a rag an ' 
she take some of  de diff 'renae twixt me an ' ' er an ' puts it in a bottle , a li ' le 
perfume bottle , an ' took dis Heart Cologne an ' po ' d  it  on top o f  it an ' s topped 
it up , an ' keep s i t  in ' er trunk . Dat took it [my nature ] away . An ' de fellah 
dat ain ' t git sharp enough tub g i t  dat , it ' ll [ his nature will ] s tay away . 

Well , mah wife kin do de same thing an ' br ing it  [my nature] right back , make 
hers [ the other woman ' s  magic ] no good . [ Florence ,  S. Car . , (1334) , 2302 : 1 . ]  

3138 . If a man doesn ' t care very much about chew . Yo ' an ' ' im livin ' tuh
gethah an ' yo ' want ' im tub love yo ' ,  don ' t want ' im tub go out wit no o thah 
woman , yo ' all git intuh bed an ' whutsomevah yo ' wipe wit , yo ' gi t it . An ' yo ' 
gi t a whiskey bo ttle . An ' yo ' git a li ' le bit of ' i s aome [ semen] an ' a li ' le 
bit of yores [ see later ] . Put it  in dis bot tle an ' screw it tight an ' put i t  up 
undah de bottom o f  de  do ' s tep . An ' any othah woman dat he git ready tub make a 
date wit , he can ' t  do i t  tub save hi s life . 

[The prescrip t ion of a whiskey bottle , mo s t  unusual , presumab ly of fers solac e  
t o  the man ' s bot tled spirit (see margin title ALCOHOL FOR THE SPIRIT , p . 3 2 ) . In 
an emp ty bottle ! But surely a spirit could s till detec t  the evanescent aroma of 
spiri ts ! What happened to her imprisoned spiri t ?  Perhaps it  was merely content 
to be with us . Or maybe she surreptit iously intended her spirit no t to enter 
the bottle , or  j ust before the final twist of the cork triaked her husband ' s  
spirit by j ump ing out of  the bottle ! This spirit bus ines s is so complicated and 
devious that it confus es a skeptic like me . ]  

[Now for the word aome . His aome def initely means his semen. The woman ' s  
aome sometimes equals menstrual b lood or other times a mythical or non-exi stent 
ejaaulation of proareative substanae at or near the same time as his di scharge . 
Ovulation , a modern b iological discovery , remains unknown to folklore , hoodoo 
and witchcraft . ]  [ Florenc e , s .  Car . , (13 2 2 ) , 218 6 : 3 . ] 

3139 . But now , if ah wan ' chew tub bring evah penny yo ' makes tub me , well 
yo ' fool wit me in de baid an ' ah git a clo th an ' dry yo ' off . An ' [ I ]  cut out 
dat spo t an ' shut dat up tight in a b ottle , an ' git yore to enail an ' fingahnail 
an ' a l i ' le bit chure ahamber lye an ' shake dat up . Well yo ' can ' t  git  away 
from me . 

(You put all that in the bot tle? ) 
Yeah , gotcha [ go t  you ] . Long as yo ' go t dat he go tta come back . [Charleston , 

S .  Car . , (530) , 64 0 :  5+8 5 . ]  
314 0 .  She ' ll take his aurrun [ t] o r  aomin ' an ' pu-tit in a Hearts Cologne 

bottle wit some Hearts Cologne , an ' put a needle in it  an ' s top it  up , an ' pu-tit 
[ in]  huh bo som an ' weah it ; an ' dat ' ll make dat man go tub ' er house tub see huh . 

[I  met that word sounding something like aurrent (wi thout the t a number of 
times an ' transcribed it  as such in my original pencil  transcription at tached 
here to the final manuscript . I soon realized that the word should be aomin ' 
(coming ) the verbal form o f  the normal word aome , meaning semen . ] [Wilmington , 
B .  Car . , (270) , 1 90 : 3+8 5 . ]  

3141 . I f  she have connec t ion wit a man , she kin _j es ' take a piece of raw 
cotton an ' wipe huhself wi t it , an ' she take dat an ' stop it up in a bottle , 
an ' put some � an '  !!!! in i t . Put dat in dere an ' makes huh wishes , an ' 
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screws de top on real tight . An ' if she don ' t want tub do dat , she kin take a 
new cloth an ' wip e  i t  o n  dat an ' throw it i n  D E  EAST CORNAH O F  HUH HOUSE [ the 
sun-rising side ] when he go out [ leaves the house ] . Jes ' tie it up an ' j es '  
when he go on out of do ' ,  j es ' throw it in de east  cornah of de house . Den yo ' 
[he ]  kin go but nuthin yo ' [he ]  kin do - he can ' t do nuthin . [ Norfolk , Va . ,  
(486 ) , 516 : 6+8 5 . ] 

314 2 . (You say she wipes hfm with this towel . Then what does she do with 
it ? )  --

Put it in a j ab [ j ar ] , yessuh . Stops it up tight an ' put a we ight tub de j ab ,  
s o  it will sink when yo ' throw it in de wa tah . Throw it in de wa tah where nobody 
can ' t git holt of it , or yo ' kin even bury it, yo ' see , but nobody will know 
where it ' s  at but chew . An '  dat will stop a man from havin '  anything tub do wit 
ano thah woman . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1442) , 26 1 1 : 6 . ] 

314 3 .  If d e  man have a date wit dis woman . Now , yo ' know she make a connec
tion wit ' im .  Well , when dey git through , she don ' have tub if she don '  want 
tub . When dey git through den , she take dis new pocket han ' ch ' ef an ' wipe ' im 
wit it chew know , an ' take an ' cut off de wet test par t of  dis pocket han ' ch ' ef ,  
an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it up, an ' go throw it in runnin ' watah an ' dat ' ll 
kill a person . 

(Kill him? ) 
Yes sir , dat would kill ' im . Well , nobody would wanta do dat . [ Fayetteville , 

N .  Car . , (14 52 ) , 26 38 : 10 . ] 
3144 . (Have you ever heard? They tell me a woman does something to a man to 

make him lose his courage? )  
Oh ! Oh ! Yes , sir ! She holds ' er breath on ' im .  

BREATH HELD (Holds her breath on him? ) 
Yes , sir ! Takes his naahure away from ' im .  

(How does she do that ? )  
Well , when he git ready tub make a ' nection [ connec tion]  tub her , she ketches 

her breath on ' im .  Dat knocks zim out . [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 38 5 ,  Negro-Indian roo t 
doc tor , see ROOT DOCTOR JOHNSON, pp . l620-1624 ) , 33 0 : 1+8 5 . ]  

3145 . Ah heard dat , j es '  lak if a man wus tub be runnin ' aroun ' wit ano thah 
woman , an ' she [wife ] wanted tub do somepin tub stop ' im .  No doub t if dis othah 
woman didn ' t expect dat dis heah man prob ' ly wus bet tah in some instance den 

prob ' ly any othah . Well , ah heard dat if dis woman [wife ] 
BREATH HELD 9 TIME S an ' dis man [husband ] could evah be tuhgethah , dis husban ' 

an ' wife could evah be tuhgethah , an ' dis woman [wif e ]  
could g i t  a chance tub ho ld huh breath o n  ' fm  while h e  wu s  a t  ' is work, JE S ' FO ' 
' BOUT DE SPACE OF TEN MINUTES ,  TUH HOLD ' ER BREATH ON ' IM JES ' FO ' DE TIME AS 
LONG AS SHE COULD , FO ' ' BOUT TEN MINUTES FO ' NINE TIMES , well den dat would cause 
' fm  tub git weak an ' he couldn ' t  do j es '  lak he wanted tub do wit de othah lady . 

"(You mean nine different days ?  No t on the same day ? ) 
Yes . 
[ Nine breath-holdings on one occasion for a total of  ten minutes . ]  
Jes ' lak evah time dey have a intahco ' se she would do da t fo ' nine times . An ' 

den dey said dat would cause him tub git  weak an ' weaken down an ' he couldn ' t  
hol '  up . 

(He couldn ' t  do any thing with other women except her . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
( 1 3 9 1 ) , 24 95 : 7 . ] 

3146 . Well , when yo ' an ' he ' s  doin ' yo ' git chao a brass pin an ' put it in 
yore mouth up undah yore tongue , an ' yo ' hold yore breath . An ' whilst yo ' hold

in ' yore breath , yo ' j es '  sayin ' , be 
BREATH HELD WITH BRASS PIN UNDER TONGUE repeatin '  tub yo ' heart what chao don ' t  
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wan ' t im  [want him] to do to nobody but choo . An ' den when yo ' git  through, 
well yo ' take da t brass pin an ' tie it in a rag an ' wear it . An ' any time he 
go tub ano thah woman, well it ' ll fall . [Memphis, Tenn . ,  ( 97 1 ) ,  157 2 : 5 . ] 

3147 . It ' s  a li ' le bush grow dis high called de buckeye . Well, its in de 
summahtime de sun dries ' em  an ' it cracks open an ' li ' le black ball draps out 

on de ground . [The buckeye is a tree, it and the blaak balls I have 
BUCKEYES known since childhood . ]  Yo ' take dat ball up an ' yo ' take bunch of 

' em an ' yo ' put ' em in yo ' pocket den . All right . She take one an ' 
den yo ' takes one . Yo ' go on about yo ' business . 

[Here informant ' s  words meaning little I stopped recording, but almost immedi
ately res tar ted machine to ask about some promis ing words I had missed . ]  

(What was that? ) 
Don ' t want anyone toward ' er whilst yo ' s  gone [ on ]  yo ' j ob .  Yo ' kin go on yo ' 

j ob about two or three weeks - ah got a j ob about two or three weeks ovah heah . 
All r ight, yo ' pick up dem two balls an ' she take a buckeye ball an ' yo ' go any
whah yo ' wanta go, an ' she satisfy no one . 

(How many of tho se do you carry? ) 
Yo ' carry two an ' leave her one . [ Jacksonville, Fla . , (607 ) ,  786 : 4+85 . ]  
3148 . I get me - DO YOU KNOW WHAT BUMBLEBEES ARE ? You know what they are?  
(Yes, wild bees . )  
Yo ' have tub do dis in de summahtime . Yo ' have tub git someone tub ketch dese 

fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' take dese nine bumbleb ees an'  brown ' em  in de stove . Jes ' put ' em  
in an ' cook ' em  dere . An ' den yo ' j es '  git yo ' a hammah an ' put ' em  

BUMBLEBEES in a piece of  new cloth of some kine, an ' j es '  take yo ' a hammah an ' 
j es '  poun ' dem intuh powdah . 

Well, now, say yore husban ' ,  yo ' don ' t wan ' ' im  tub be wit no othah woman . Yo ' 
wan ' a  keep ' im away from dis pahtic ' lah person . So aftah yo ' have - yo ' take d is 
befo ' yo ' go tub bed, yo ' see, put d i s  in d i s cloth an ' rub it  tuhgethah yo ' knav. 
Be sure yo ' go t  dis  powdah all in dis cloth . Have ano thah one fo ' yor eself . Yo ' 
an ' ' im both don ' t us e de same - let ' im use dis clo th fo ' ' imself . Yo ' know, 
some people are no t very careful tub take a bath . If he should take a bath, don ' 

give it tub ' 1m until he dries . If he dries ' imself wit it befo ' he takes a bath 
when he gits ready tub dry ' imself, den give ' 1m dat an ' rub ' im wit de powdahs 
o n  it . Well, he gits finished wit da t an ' he goes tub see dis per son, whenevah 
he has intahco ' se wit da t person , dey will have a burnin ' sensa tion . Dey will 
come tub yo ' an ' tell yo ' how somepin has happened tub dem an ' yo ' will knov dat 
dat is de person . 

Den take dis cloth an ' fold it ovah an ' tie it in a real hard kno t, as bard 
as yo ' kin draw it, an ' den yo ' stick dese nine small needles in dere . Dat �s 
tub keep yo ' away from dis person . D ey always have same kin ' a  complaint . Yo ' 
know yo ' heah of people always havin ' aches an1 pa ins - down here in pahtic ' lah . 
Well, da t is part of de spell tub keep' dem away from dat person . 

(What do you do with the cloth then? ) 
Yo ' go an ' bury da t .  An ' dat will stick fast unt il he when [ you, ano ther 

woman ] go wit ' em [him] dey [ he ]  be lak dey [ he ]  be dead . [RUBE GOLDBERG THE 
CARTOONIST MUST HAVE DESIGNED THIS RITE ! ] [Mob ile, Ala . ,  (650) , 869 : 1. ] 

3149 . Dey take de cloth, yo ' know, dat yo '  both 
BURN BEDCLOTH - KEEP ASHE S  us e .  She brown it, take d a t  clo th an' puts it in 

de s tove an ' let it parch, don' chew see. An '  aftah 
it parch down, den she takes it an ' puts it intuh somepin o tbah , an' keeps it 
concealed aroun ' de bed whah yo ' an ' ' uh is . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will cuz yo ' tub be weak, don ' keer [ care ] fer uobody, don ' wan ' nobody 
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else but chew long as she keep dat in huh possession . [Jacksonville , Fla . , 

BURY BEDCLOTH 
(58 8 ) , 755 : 1+8 5 . ] 
3150 . An ' j es '  lak now, yo ' fool wit a woman , yo ' know, well 
she ' ll g ive yo ' a towel . An ' she won ' t  use dat towel , but she ' ll 

bury dat towel . An ' when she done bury dat towel , yo ' won ' t  have no feelin ' fer 
no o thah woman but she . [ Charleston, S .  Car . , (521) , 623 : 6+8 5 . ]  

3151 . Den if she doesn ' t  want ' im tub have a outside fPen ' ,  yo ' see ,  she ' ll 
take huh a new piece o f  new white homespun an ' she goes tub bed , yo ' know , an ' 
be  wit ' im . She ketch evahthin ' in dat white homespun an ' she ' ll take dat piece 
o f  white homespun an ' bury it anywhuh roun ' ' uh house - undah huh step s ,  undah de 
side o f  de house , undah a br ick p illah or anywhuh . Well , if he go out he can ' t  
have no woman , see . Dat blocks ' im any way he tryin '  tub have anothah woman . 
[ Florence , s .  Car . , (13 2 6 ) , 227 0 : 1 . ] 

3152 . ' Fore yo ' leaves der e ,  yo ' see , dey go git a fresh egg an ' git dat 
l i ' le skin nex ' tub de shell - dat li ' le  thin skin r ight nex ' tub de shell - an ' 
place dat . An '  he have intahco ' se wit ' is wife ' fore he go [away ] . He plac e 

CHICKEN EGG 
dat li ' le thin skin on de end of  ' is peni s an ' den have connect ion 
wit ' er .  It will come off . Well , when it comes off in dere dat 
j es ' go in ' tub st ick tub de lining , see , ' cuz it slips , yo ' know, 

an ' it ' s  very thin an ' light , yo ' see . Well , dat der e ,  it comes off in der e .  
H e  want s tub leave i t  r ight dere . It will come off in dere - dat thing comes 
off in dere , yo ' see . She kin lay down all she want s ,  but de [ other ] � can ' t  
do a thing . Yo ' kin leave off dere an ' GO TO DE WORLD ' S  FAIR - go far as yo ' 
want s - she ' ll nevah have done dere . 

(That keeps other men away . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 610) , 788 : 5+8 5 . ]  
3153 . Take a black hen feathah . An ' yo ' know when yo ' pull it out ' is wing , 

yo ' g it a little b it o f  j uic e in dere . An ' sprinkle dat ' cross a woman , see . 
Or yo ' kin sprinkle it in yore han ' an ' rub it in yore han ' [ and rub across a 

CHICKEN - BLACK HEN FEATHER 
woman] . Dat ' s  if yo ' got a woman dat yo ' don ' t 
wanta have nobody else . Jes ' sprinkle dat in yore 
han ' an ' rub it  in yore han ' an ' [ rub it across  

her ] . If a man tetch her , she fast ened j es '  lak a dog . [ Charleston, S .  Car . , 

CHICKEN - ROOSTER SPUR 
(52 5 ) , 6 2 9 : 5+8 5 . ]  
3154 . He kin take de right han ' of a roostah ' s  spur an ' 
do de same thing - take de  r ight foot of  a roo stah spur 

an ' do de same thing . An ' she kin take de left one an ' do de same . 
Yo ' j es '  buy yo ' a roo stah , kill ' im  an ' eat ' im ,  cut dat spur o f f ,  an ' aftah 

de last dish of dat is eat up , yo ' j es '  take it an ' rub it lak dat . 
(Where do you rub it ? )  
Jes ' rub it in yore han ' , de r ight o f  a roos tah ' s  spur . If she wanta work one 

on yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  j es '  take an ' rub ' em lak dat three t imes . Whensomevah 
she wit chew, she kin rub it up dere lak she ' s  playin ' , an ' yo ' can ' t have nobody 
else . She kin take de  left one [a  man takes the r ight ] . But yo ' ca in ' t do it 
unt il de chicken ' s  eat up . Den yo ' kin try it den . [ Fayet teville , N. Car . , 

COFFEEPOT - BEDCLOTH BOILED IN - DRINK 
(1450) , 2635 : 2 . ]  
3155 . If a man want s tub make - eithah 
a woman make ' im love her . Dur in ' de 

t ime dat dey are havin ' a intahco ' se ,  take de discharge an ' put it in a li ' le 
c loth wit a li ' le coffee gPin 's [ grind s ]  an ' t ie it up in a rag an ' put it in de  
co ffeepot , an ' bo il it an' let eithah one o f  ' em dr ink it , an ' dat ' ll make her be 
able tub hold ' im .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (14 26) , 257 3 : 3 . ] 

315 6 . A girl tole me dat she could take beef livah an ' cook it an ' give it 
tub me tub eat , an ' dat would cuz me , if ah went out wit anothah woman , dat would 
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cuz me an ' ' er tub go tuhgethah lak a dog . 
Jes ' beef livah . 

COW - BEEF LIVER (She wouldn ' t  put anything else wi th it ? )  

2351 

Ah don ' t know whut she put wi t it . She nevah did tell me whut 
she put wi t it . [ Surely not beef liver but dog liver is meant - see later sub
subsection (c)  DOG, under subsection (1)  CAUSES OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE . ]  [ St .  
Petersburg, Fla::-(990) ,  15 98 : 1 . ]  

3157 . Dey say when yore man is runnin ' aroun ' ,  say if yo ' bathe h im  wit dat 
sweet milk from a black cow, an ' it will stop 1 1m, say dat he cain ' t have a 

woman . 
COW - MILK FROM BLACK (Bathe whom? ) 

Bathe de man - whatevah yore frien ' may be, or anybody 
dat chew come in contact wit dat chew don ' t want tub run aroun ' 

(I mean how would you bathe him? Where would you bathe him? ) 
Bathe him down heah, his pr ivates . 
(With this milk from the black cow and that will keep him from running round?) 
Yessuh .  [Fayetteville, N .  Car . ,  ( 14 5 2 ) ,  2637 : 12 . ] 
3158 . Well, now, anothah way is  i f  yo ' know someone dat has a young cal f, cow 

wit a cal f .  If yo ' know dis person milks de cow, yo ' go dere when de person is  
milkin ' ,  yo ' know . An ' de calf sucks de  cow has dat saliva 

COW - CALF SALIVA in it . Yo ' reach yore han ' in dere an ' git dat saliva . Carry 
a rag or sompin wi t yo ' ,  yo ' see .  

(The saliva from the cow? ) 
No de calf ' s . 
(Do you get it  out of  the cow' s mouth or get it out of  [ o f f ] the tits of the 

cow? ) 
Yes, out [ o f f ]  de tits from de cow.  Yo ' put dat on dat rag . If yo ' know dis 

per son [man] i s  goin ' away an ' is goin ' tub be wit somebody [a  woman ] dat day, 
well yo ' [ a  woman ] go t ta be wit me [ him ] befo ' yo ' [ he ]  leave, yo ' see . [THE 
SHIFTING PRONOUNS ARE SOMETIMES DIFFICULT TO MANAGE . ]  Well yo ' take dis rag an ' 
when yo ' are through, yo ' dries ' im wit dat .  An ' when dey [woman ] do dat, dey 
[ the man]  will stay der e .  [The man will be held ther e . ] Dat ' s  a fact .  [Mob ile, 

Ala . ,  (650) , 84 3 : 2 . ] 
315 9 .  She have a connection wit chew, why he ' s  brought back, from whut dey 

say . 
Well, dey tell me dat if she kin have connection wit yuh, dat she ' ll take de 

cloth dat she nuse [ us e ]  an ' br ing it  back an ' fold it  tight as she kin .  An ' de 
firs ' crack dat she find anyWhere in de house, she ' ll pac� 
it in der e .  Have it  good an ' tight . Well, whut she didn ' t 
use in dat crack, she ' d  always keep it twist up an ' keep it  
undah de  haid o f  ' er baid, right where she had tub lay . 

CRACK IN THE HOUSE 
FIRST ONE FOUND 

(That would keep him what ? )  
Dat would keep ' im in wi t ' er, make him stay home . [Flo rence, s .  Car . , (1286) , 

2183 : 4 . ]  
316 0 .  (You what ? )  
I f  yo ' ve had any dealin ' s  wit ' er, yo ' kin take an ' tie i t  up an ' stick it in 

de crack of, any crack of ' er house, an ' till yo ' move dat she' ll have dealin ' s  
wit yo ' . 

CRACK IN THE HOUSE - ANY ONE 
, 

(You have to  tie up what ? )  
Jes ' take de towel dat yo ' an' ' er wipe wit an ' 

stick it  in de crack o f  a hous e, of  any house an ' any crack . Until yo ' move dat 
yo ' ll have somepin tub do wi t ' er long as yo ' want tub . 

(I  see, but it must  b e  in the crack of  a house?) 
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A crack of any house of  some kin ' . It ' s  in a t ight place where yo ' have tub 
wedge it in . 

(That ' s  the only place you can put it ? )  
Yes , sir . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 27 ) , 1000 : 6 . ] 
3161 . Take two match s t icks an ' two needles , two new needles , an ' take dese 

two needles an ' stick ' em each into each end of de match stick . An ' take a new 

CRO S S  - TIE 2 MATCHES IN A 
2 NEW NEEDLES - NEW THREAD 

piece of thread an ' tie it [ the 2 matches ] in a--
cross , an ' hide it  up under yore girl friend ' s  bed 
or somepin like dat . An ' dey say she wouldn ' t  have 
no OOUPage for no guys or nuthin like dat , an ' you 

could walk right 
18 2 : 4+85 . ]  

in an ' ketch ' em r ight at de work . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 6 2 ) , 

3162 . An ' if yo ' wanta keep yore man tub home , don ' want ' im  tub go roun ' wit 
nobody , yo ' kin take a bran ' -new pocket han ' chef an ' let ' im  have intahco ' se wit 
chew,  an ' dry ' im  on dat han ' chef an1 take an ' fole dat han ' chef in fo ' parts . 

CRO S S  4 NEW NEEDLES 
HANDKERCHIEF FOLDED 4 TIMES TO YOU 

SQUARES 16 BY FOLDING 
MAGIC OF "GEOMETRIC PROGRES SION" 

her , creat ing two parallelograms -
disaway . See , dat ' s  once . 

[ Informant folds again . ] 

Yo ' know , j es '  lak yo ' take yore han ' chef , 
a man ' s  han ' chef is a real large one . See , 
yo ' take it  an ' yo ' fold it . Don ' nevah 
fold it from yo ' , always fold i t  disaway 
see , lak dat [ demonstrates by folding oppo
site corners of nonexist ing handkerchief to 

see lat er ] . An ' as yo ' fold it , turn it roun ' 

(Then you fold it to you aga in , twice . )  
Dat ' s  twic e ,  yas suh , an ' yo ' change it roun ' disaway . Dat ' s  three . An ' yo ' 

ketch it an 1 turn it roun ' dataway an ' fold it  back tub yo ' lak dat . Well , dat ' s  
fa ' .  Well , yo ' take dat j es '  lak yo ' see i t  dere an ' put chew a pen [ ink] in 
heah cro ssways an ' put chew needle through it dataway an ' put chew a needle in i t  
dat way , an ' pens [pins ] it  right heah . An ' it ' s  n o  way he kin have n o  one . He 
may have a strong mind fo ' it , but all de same t ime when he do git der e ,  hit 
falls , he cain ' t do anything . 

(In other words ,  you put a pin across? ) 
A needle , git chew a gold-eyed needle . 
[Pin is my mistake from her words put chew a pen [ pin] in heah crossways. A 

needle , no t a pin ,  is  pinned crossways . ] 
Git chew fo ' gold-eyed needles tub pin it , de point of  dat needle dat way 

[demonstrat es] . Take de  othah pointed needle an ' set it dataway . See , dat ' s  fo ' 
[ four ] cornahs ; in evah cornah be a needle . 

(They are all catercorner ; they are all diagonal . )  
[Catercorner and diagona l are notat ions for my use later , no t quest ions for 

informant • ] 
Yessuh . 
(You have to use four needles so that the po int goes to each corner . )  
[ Informant gives 2 methods for st icking needles in corner s - see later. ] 

Dat ' s  right . 
[ We have here THE MAGIC OF "GEOMETRIC PROGRESSION" , spec if ically a mag ic rite 

of increasing squares - in number , no t by size . It is  also a magic rite based 
upon the four corners of the earth (see 3126 , p . 2344 ) . Let me explain it : (1 )  
S pread o u t  a handkerchief s o  that it  l ies square - not diamond-shaped - in front 
of you . Fold the 2 farther corners over to you and lay them on the 2 nearer 
corner s , making 2 oblongs one over the other . ( 2 )  Without lift ing the once
folded handkerchief , turn it clockwise so that its  length ext ends d irectly out 
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from you, and for a second t ime fo ld it  to  you, making 4 squares . (3 )  These 4 
squares were no t turned clockwise but probably should be to keep �he magic in 
proper revolut ion . Aga in fold the 2 farther corners over to you so �hat they co
incide with the 2 nearer corners, making 8 oblongs . And (4) turn �he 8 oblongs 
clockwise so that its  length ext end s d irectly out from you, and finally fold the 
2 farther corners over to you so that they agree with the 2 nearer corner s , mak
ing 1 6  squares . Our package is now ready to be pinned . These 4 needles can be 
p inned into the folded handkerchief in 2 ways . Either each p inned-in needle cut s 
across a corner, making 4 triangles rest ing on 1 6  squares, or each needle , point 
ing outward or inward, b isects the 90° angle of the corner . If  the needles point 
inward, they help 

·
keep the folded-up man insid e ;  if they po int outward, they keep 

possible intruding women outside . And so on ad f initum . For further fo lding 
rites in this section, especially triangles, see 3182-3190, p . 2356f . ] [Memphis , 
Tenn . ,  (1551 ) ,  2 7 75 : 2 . ] 

3163 . (What do they say about that ? )  
Dey kin use nine needles an ' nine p ins, too . Oat ' s  de same thing I wus tellin' 

yo ' ' bout wit women in bad work . Get some of dat, yo ' know, an ' take a lit tle 
piece • • •  

CROS S 9 NEEDLE S AND 9 PINS IN BEDCLOTH (Well, will you explain the whole thingn 
Take a little piece an ' get some o f  dat 

on der e  an ' cro ss 
say dat will take 
dat . 

dem needles an ' p ins [ in the piece] . Says yo ' kin wear dat 
eff ect - dat will control a man, too . Co ' s e I ' ve nevah tried 

(Well, what sort of  a piece do you 
Jes ' what evah kinda piece yo ' use, 
(I  see, anything you wipe with.  I 

take? ) 
a piece o f  a towel or anything . 
unders tand . )  [Vicksburg, Miss . ,  ( 720) , 

990 : 7 . ]  
3164 . Well, I got a cous in . Da t ain ' t no story, dat ' s  truth . An ' huh an ' 

huh husban ' separat ed an ' she wanted to b e  wit ' im an ' he didn ' t  want to be wit 
' uh .  Dey separat ed about ano thah woman . So d is woman dPessed ' im, had her [ the 

wife]  swelled up . 
CUTICULE SALVE 
MONTGOMERY SALVE 

(Do you know how she dPessed him? ) 
Yes . 
(You tell me that, then . If there ' s  anything you want to say, 

I want you to tell me j ust what happened . )  
Well, she takes an ' washes ' im  an ' dPesses ' im, puts dis stuff on ' im .  
(What sort o f  stuff did she put o n  him? ) 
She put dis heah Cutiaule Salve an ' Montgomepy Sa lve , an ' mix it  up tuhge�hah 

an ' rubbed it on ' im.  An ' den • • •  
(On his private? ) 
Yes, rub acro ss ' is privat e .  An ' he got it  on ' uh [ the wif e ]  an ' swelled ' uh 

�· turned ' uh wrongside outwards .  
(Turned her wrong s ide outwards .  You mean her womb? ) 
[ I  used womb thinking a fal len womb was being described . ]  
No, sir, dat place down dere where he put it  in . 
(It turned it  [ I  avo id womb ] wrongside out . ) 
[That was no t the end o f  cousin ' s  trouble ! ]  
[This woman] put cayenne pepper and salt, kerosene and stuf f in snuff an ' 

grind it up an ' give it tuh mah cousin . Turn ' uh wrongside out , j es 1  ea t ' uh up 
inside . 

(Well , how did she get it in her? ) 
She g ive - see, dey all wus workin ' tuhgethah, an ' she ast huh fo ' a bit  of 

snuff . She wus mad wit huh anyway, but she didn ' t know she wus af tah huh husban ' .  
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She ast fo ' some snuff an ' she g ive it  [ in]  d e  stuff, an ' it turned huh wrong
side out an ' eat it up insid e .  De doatoP say dat snuff ea t it up ins ide . Well, 
she died . 

[ In a ser ious case of this sort an M . D .  would have been involved - without 
saying anything about dOatored or aunjured snuff . After the woman ' s  death, how
ever, someone would have consulted a roo t  doctor who explained what really had 
happened . Every believer knows that a Doc tor of Medic ine could no t recogni ze 
aunjure. He would call it cancer or somepin othah . ] 

(That happened r ight here in Norfolk . )  
Not in Norfolk, it was Danville, Virginia . 
(Do you come from down that way? )  
Yes, sir . Dat ' s  my home, I wus born dere . [Norfolk, Va . ,  (47 4 ) ,  4 91 : 5 . ]  
3165 . Ah know once a lady she had taken a - had intahco ' se wit ' er husban ' 

an ' so she nused a clean white pocket han ' chuff, brand-new, had nevah been used . 
An ' she take it  an ' buried it . 

(What did she do with that handkerchief? She didn ' t bury the handkerchief 
f irst . What d id she do with that, now? ) 

She digs a hole . 
DISHWATER - THROW 9 MORNINGS (No, she doesn ' t bury the clean handkerchief . )  

Af tah she nused it  wit de intahco ' se, she wipe wit 
it . She kin j es '  take da t  han ' chuff an ' bury it, yo ' see, an ' den put dishwatah 
on it . 

(Where d id she bury that? ) 
At de kitchen windah . An ' den yo ' take dishwatah where yo ' wash d e  dishes an ' 

throw [ through the kitchen window] on it  fo 1 nine mawnin ' s .  See, dat will stop 
de man from levin ' any woman or havin ' any woman but ' er .  S ee, he can ' t keep no 
heart up for nobody but her . [Waycross, Ga . ,  (1063),  1 7 23 : 1 . ] 

3166 . Well, she has a intahco ' se wi t ' im, an ' git  da t - d e  undahpiece whut 
dey done use . S ee, prob ' ly d ey done use dat . Take it an ' dey use dat if dey 
done has intahco ' se .  Take dat an ' put it up dere [points to over the door ] . 
Dey [men] kin come in an ' out an ' d ey kin star t tuh have intahco ' se, dey cain ' t 

do nuthin . 
DOOR - BEDCLOTH OVER (Put it up over the door ? ) 

Where d ey come in an ' out . An ' dey ' ll [ it ' l l ]  fall evah 
time d ey start in . Dey won '  have any luck . 

(Who puts it over the door? ) 
De woman . 
(What would she do that for? ) 

He may b e  go in ' off wi t o thah women an ' she don ' t want ' im  tuh go off  • keep 
' im from doin ' dat . [Little Rock, Ark . ,  (8 9 7 ) ,  14 7 0 : 2 . ] 

3167 . Well, if she want ' im  stay home, she ' ll have connec tions wit ' im, lak 
dat, an ' she wipes ' im off wit a rag, an ' take dat rag an ' put it ovah de do ' 
where he have tuh come in, where he come in de f irs ' night, an ' he always dere . 
Won ' t go out . When he go out tuh work or sompin lak dat, he hurry right back 
home . Keep ' im  home . [Wilson, N. Car . ,  (1504 ) ,  267 0 : 1 7 . ] 

3168 . (How would a woman take the nature away from a man? ) 
She ' ll take, j es '  lak you ' d  go out an ' b e  wit ' er dat night, she goin ' - when 

yo ' - an ' use de rag at - all right she goin ' take dat rag an ' she go in ' put it -
she ain ' t goin ' wipe huhself off wit it, eithah wash huhself off wit it . She 
goin ' let yo ' wash off wit it . An ' when yo ' throw de rag down, she goin '  stoop 
down an ' git  it an ' yo ' ain ' t goin ' know whut . Yo ' might no t know whut she be  
gittin ' . Well, when yo ' know anythin ' she ' ll have de rag back tuh de house .  Lak 
some night she ' ll b e  gwine off tuh b e  wit a woman or somepin an ' yo ' might have 
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good natu�e whilst she gone, an ' j es '  at de minute dat chew walks out an ' git off 
wit ano thah woman, why yo ' ain ' t go t no nature atall . She ' ll take dat rag, an ' 
dat s tuff be  on de rag which yo ' have used wit ' er, an ' she ' ll put some salt in 
it an ' put it  up ovah de do ' .  An ' evah t ime yo ' go out de house, gwine out tuh 
have anothah woman , dat ' s ga in ' tuh kill yore nature . 

(That i s  if you walk out under i t ? ) 
Yes . Ain ' t no diff ' rence had i t  at de front do ' an ' back do ' an ' yo ' cain ' t 

miss it . Yo ' go t ta go out one of de do ' s .  An ' when yo ' go out dat do ' , gwine 
tuh huh, yo ' ain ' t gain ' tell ' er nuthin ab out it . Yo ' know, yo ' gwine out tuh 
have a woman . Yo ' j es '  slippin ' out de do ' ,  yo ' know, wit huh dat night . Well, 
when yo ' go out tuh go wit huh, an ' j es '  as yo ' an ' huh git in de baid, der e 
ain ' t nuthin yo ' kin do . [Jacksonville, Fla . ,  ( 5 9 9 ) ,  788 : 2+85 . ]  

3169 . A simple thing . Ah ' s  been did dat way by mah wife . Lak she go on an ' 
have connection wit yo ' ,  see . Well, now, aftah yo ' git through, take an ' wash, 
yo ' undahstan ' an ' she takes any kinda cloth whut yo ' might dry wit, takes an ' 
£Uts it  in any kinda can, a co ffee can or eithah a glass, somepin small lak a 
can, an ' puts  it  ovah de roo f of  de do ' an ' let  it  stay der e .  Well, where a man 
don ' t pay no ' tenshun tuh it lak dat . An ' whensomevah he goes back tuh de same 
place where he j es '  came from, dat othah girl, well he cain ' t even git up no 
courage fo ' her . He ' ll be j es '  as so ft  as when he git through . Jes ' as long 
as she keep dat in de can, he can ' t .  

(He can ' t do anything . )  [Flor enc e, s .  Car . ,  (1306 ) ,  2209 : 10 . ] 
317 0 .  Well, she git a bran ' -new po cket han ' schef, or eithah a bran ' -new 

piece of white homespun , an ' when he ' d  have a intahco ' se wit ' er, she ' d  let ' im 
use dis cloth .  She take dis clo th an ' set it  up ovah d e  do ' facin ' ,  an ' he can ' t 
raise a hear t [ for other women] . [ Fayetteville, N .  Car . ,  (13 9 7 ) ,  2518 : 14 . ] 

317 1 .  [Many examples of this rite ar e given elsewher e . ] 
DOORSTEP - UND ER Ah heah how tuh make anybody love dem .  Ah heah dey take dey 

han ' chief an ' make dem take it firs ' an ' yo ' take it nex ' . 
An ' put it  undah yore do ' s tep, an ' yo ' kin keep dat dere an ' dat makes ' em  love 
yo ' . [Wilson, N .  Car . ,  (14 6 9 ) ,  2 652 : 5 . ] 

317 2 . [ Ther e are many examples of this magic rite elsewher e . ] 
Evah time j es '  when he star t to deal up wit ' em, some of  dese b�oad wise one 

dey takes, ins tead of yo ' wipin ' ,  dey wipes it, pulls it  down . Dey don ' t pull it 
�· pull it down, an ' den yor e ho� will stay down . When yo 1 git aroun ' anythin 1 

lak dat it will curl up like a grubworm, ins tead o f  gain ' in . 
(That ' s  all they have to do then, j ust wipe it? ) 

DOWNWARDS AND UPWARDS - WIPING Some of ' em  will take an ' wipe it off, yo ' know, 
an ' dey will pull it  down an ' make wishes an ' 

s tuff lak dat an ' i t  will stay down . [ Nor folk, Va . ,  (4 7 2 ) ,  482 : 6+85 . ]  
317 3 .  (Cut the seat out of his 

DRAWERS - A PIECE OF HIS - WORN ABOUT HER WAIST drawers ? )  
Where his private lay, yo ' know, 

whilst he ' s  dressin ' yo ' know - j is '  whutevah side it  lay on, cut dat off an ' 
weah it aroun ' dey wai s t  on di s  cord . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat would keep ' im from foolin ' wit anybody • • •  any time he ' d  git tuh • • •  [ New 

Orleans, La . ,  (883 ) ,  145 6 : 5 . ] 
3174 . [ This belief i s  found everywhere, despite the few examples here . 

EARWAX See elsewhere in HOODOO . ]  
If yo ' go tuh have a intahco ' se wit a girl, if dere ' s anythin ' wrong wit 

her , yo ' take yore han ' r ight ovah heah, ' fore yo ' star t anythin 1 wit 1 er, she up 
iUi' gone . 
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(What do you put on her? ) 
De wax out chure ear , take i t  an ' put it on dere an ' she ' s gone . 
(She can ' t s tand tha t . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 55 ) , 2646 : 10 . ] 
317 5 .  Takin ' de [ ear ]  wax ' fore yo ' have any connec tion wit ' er an ' de wax 

she says , very well , see , an ' if she have anythin ' ,  any kinda bad disease , undah
s tan ' , de moment t ime yo ' touch ' er ,  she j ealous [ nervous ] ,  she cain ' t s tan ' any
thin ' , j is '  as if yo ' stick ' er wit a pin . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (81 6 ) , 1158 : 6 . ] 

317 6 . I f  she ha s some disease , yo ' kin take earwax an ' j es '  grease yo ' self , 
an 1 de minute yo ' s tart in an ' evahthin ' ,  dat disease • • • 

(The woman will yell or something of that sor t ? ) 
[ I  am no t promp ting ;  informant i s  repeating s omething not taken down . ] 
Yes . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1529 ) , 2733 : 11 . ]  
317 7 . Tuh tell whethah woman has bad d�sease , rub ' er privates wit yore ear

wax , sets ' er on fire . [Washing ton , D . C . , (638) , 8 2 6 : 4+85 . ]  
3178 . Dey say yo ' kin take somepin [ clo th or ] s tick an ' put i t  in ' is year 

[ ear ] an ' get wax outa his year , an ' play wit ' er an ' he f in '  dat burn ' er an ' 
sting ·' er so dat she can [ have a bad disease] . [ Norfolk , Va . , (465) , 458 : 5+8 5 . ]  

317 9 . De mens say dey use earwax tuh put on a woman so she cain ' t have a 
connection wit de men . [ This belief i s  s imilar yet different from the preced ing 
earwax belief s .  Only a catalogue of earwax s tatement s  in HOODOO and o ther sources 
would ind icate the frequency and terri tory of the lat ter r i te . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(1 5 24 ) , 27 23 : 8 . ] 

3180 . Den yo ' kin take de towel , yo ' undahstan ' whut ah ' m  talkin ' about now , 
an ' use da t an ' yo ' take a fat-lightah chip about so high , ' bout a foot hight , 

an ' wrap dat towel up on dat chip , an ' git a p iec e of 
FAT-LIGHTAH [ PINE ] CHIP new homespun cloth an ' band on dat , an ' d ig a deep hole 

up undahneat '  de front do ' step .  See , dat ' s de way yo ' 
want ' im tuh go in . An ' s tob i t  down dere an ' covah it up . An ' evah time yo ' go 
on in an ' out da t house yo ' go  right ovah dat , an ' yo ' ll nevah go wit nobody but 
dat one woman . Dat ' s  a one-woman man an ' yo ' ain ' t goin ' have no aourage fo ' no 
one but dat one woman . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (134 3 ) , 23 24 : 4a . ] 

3181 . Den af tah she git back to yo ' , yo ' takes an ' goes anywhere an ' git a 
f ish . Yo ' takes de gill of dat f ish - de gill of dat f ish an ' yo ' take ' is gall 

an ' de livah [ 3  par t s ]  of de f ish . Yo ' take it an ' yo ' parch it - de 
FISH gill , livah an ' gall - tuhgethah as  a dus t . When she g i t s  back , yo ' got 

i t  all f ixed up but have it  kinda in lak a sponge - do lak dat [ demo n
s tra tes ] , in a sponge . Well , whil s t  yo ' playin ' wit ' er lak dat , regardless of  
what kinda clo thes she be in - if she be in ' er night clo thes , OR GOT ON OR ' NARY 
CLOTHES LAK YO '  GOT ON YO '  NOW - yo ' j is '  take it lak yo ' playin ' wit ' er an ' 
touch ' er lak dat wit i t  an ' sprinkle some of dat dus t  on ' er .  

[ For hear t ,  liver and gall of fish ,  see cure for blindness , 1 256 , p . 439 from 
Book of Tobit in Apocrypha (6 : 1- 4 ; 11 : 10-14 ) . ]  

(Any place on her? ) 
Anywhere on ' er .  Yo ' j is '  ' noint it . She wouldn ' t  have no kinda mind o f  

leavin ' yo ' or bein ' worried wit nobody else but yo ' .  
(That ' s  to keep her af ter she comes back? ) 
Af tah she comes back . [ New Orlean s ,  La . ,  (829 ) , 1 2 24 : 1 . ] 
3182 . An ' den ag ' in ah heard ' em  say dat if yo ' want chure husban ' or yore 

frien ' , eithah one , if he ' s  go in ' wit ano thah woman an ' yo ' wanta break ' im up 
from foolin ' wit ' er .  De way yo ' do , yo ' an ' ' im ,  whenevah yo ' 

FOLD TO YOU an ' ' im have intahco ' se ,  yo ' see , yo ' take one end of dis  new piece 
of  homespun an ' af tah yo ' - yo ' wipe wit one end an ' she wipe wit 

one end , an ' take dis p iece of  homespun an ' fold it tuh yo '  all de time , an ' � 
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wear it , pin it aroun ' j ur e  waist , an ' dat will s top ' im  from bavin ' anythin ' tuh 
do wit any woman excep ' chew . He can ' t do it tuh save his life . [Fayetteville ,  
N .  Car . , (1446) , 2626 : 5 . ] 

3183 . Dey say dat ' s  when yo ' have intahco ' se wit someone . Dey take a linen 
pocket han ' scuff , an ' say , yo ' fol ' dat linen pocket han ' scuf f three times , an ' 

yo ' press dat pocket han 1 scuff wit a hot iron an ' bury it r ight 
FOLD 3 TIMES up undah de steps an ' dey say dat he won ' t  have anythin ' to do 

wit no one but yo ' .  See , evah time he would try , hit would , yo ' 
know , hit would fail on ' im - he couldn ' t  do anythin ' but wit dat woman. 

Dey uses dat han ' scuf f ,  don ' choo know, evah • • •  · 
(On one , or on bo th of them? ) 
On ' im ,  see . She j is '  use it on ' im, see . 
(Then she f old s it ? )  
Folds i t  an ' presses it . 
(I see . ) 

An ' den buries it undah de steps right where he have to go ovah . [V icksburg , 
Miss . ,  (716) , 986 : 9 . ] 

3184 . Mayb e ,  say yo ' had a woman an ' yo ' wuz j ealous . Yo ' couldn ' t  do lak 
yo ' wanted tuh do wit ' er .  Evahwhere yo ' d  go , somewhere she ' d  squabble an ' fuss . 

Well , now, de way yo ' wanta do dat . 
FOLD 3 TIMES - INTO 4 OBLONGS - WEAR 5 DAYS Jes ' lak yo ' d  have a intahco ' se wit 

' er or sompin, yo ' git  a bran ' -new 
towel an ' den when yo ' all wipe ,  wipe in de middle of dat towel an ' den fold it . 

[ Informant evidently produc ed a handkerchief . ]  
( Show me with the handkerchief . )  
Take de towel j es '  lak dis , j es '  de centah dat chew wipe wit , an ' take dat 

towel an ' fold it dis way [ demonstrates ] .  
(You fold one-fourth of it [ oblong towel ] to the middle , away from you ; then a 

fourth of i t  away from you , bring it to you to t he center . )  
Yes , dis way ; to yo ' ag ' in dis way . 
(Then you fold it over again , fold it three times . )  
[ The towel is folded into 5 oblongs . ]  
Yes . Well , da t keeps de air from it , see . Well , now yo ' take dat an ' pin it 

right aroun ' yore wais ' dis way , see . Wear dat aroun ' yore wais ' ,  an ' When yo' 
goin '  take a bath or a t  night take it off , put it Where nobody cain ' t f ind it or 
git to it . Put da t aroun ' yor e wa is ' an ' wear it fo ' f ive days . ·At de end of 
dat f ive days yo ' kin bring de woman in de house an ' yo ' kin do anythin ' yo ' 
wanta an ' he won ' t  say anythin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 2 7 36 : 2 . ] 

3185 . Take an ' 'it some of ' is nature yo ' know, vhen 
FOLD 4 TIMES - 9 SQUARES she have anythin to do wit 1 im . Have a clean cloth . 

Take a clean clo th an ' use dat , but chew don ' t  have 
connec tion wit ' im .  Take dat clo th an ' fold it fo ' t imes . Fold it one tt.e dis 
way , an1 den fold it da t way . Fold it dis way an 1 fold dis end in . An '  pat it 
[ demonstrates ] .  

(You fold tha t  handkerchief [ I  describe informant ' s  ac tions ] . You fold it to 
you one fold . Then you come to this other end and fold it the other way, aad 
you fold i t  again in the middle ,  and you fold this o ther s ide in tbe �e. 
That ' s  four folds . You make two [by folding top to you , then foldiua bot� 
away from you , making 3 oblongs ] and then fold them over [ fold tbe 3 obloQBs 1 
left  side to r ight pas t  center , right side to lef t  past center 1 creatial 9 
squares and you have a tick-tack-toe design . ] . ) 

Dat ' s  r ight , den yo ' put it in de middle of de bed undah de .. ttress . [For 
ano ther folding 4 times , see 3 1 6 2 ,  p . 235 2 . ] [Memphis ,  Tean. 1 (1524) 1 2719 : 8 . ]  
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318 6 .  Or j es '  lak yo ' be wit ' im an ' yo ' love ' im .  Yo ' don ' t want ' im go 
out . Keep ' im from havin ' othah women . Yo ' git a bran ' -new pocket han ' scuff 

FOLD (ROLL) 4 CORNERS TO CENTER 
an ' yo ' be wi t ' im .  Yo ' let ' fm  use dat han ' 
scuff an ' yo ' full it wit salt an ' roll de fo ' 
cornahs to yo ' ,  an ' bury it undahneat '  chure 

step s . He gain ' bring da t money home when yo ' git ' im lak dat . 
(He isn' t go ing out with other women . )  
He ain ' t gain ' bothah wit ' em , he cain ' t .  
(That ' s  the way you take his natUPe away from him then? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1201 ) , 2016 : lla . ] 
318 7 . Well , if  a woman want s  a man ,  an ' don ' wan ' ' im tuh run roun ' wit no 

othah woman,  well if she have anythin ' tuh do wit ' im ,  see . When dey git through 

FOLD 6 TIMES 
9 P INS 

she takes a white - clean pocket han ' chef - see , an ' wipe ' fm  on 
�' an ' den she takes it  an ' she folds it six ways . She goes up
town an ' gits  ' er a bunch of saf ety pins an ' she pu ts nine pins in 
dat han ' chef an ' bury it undah de steps . Well , he can ' t b e  wit no 

othah woman but dat woman. 
(Show me how she puts them six ways ? )  
See , she take de han ' chef - lak it ' s  fo ' cornahs , an ' she fold it dis way an ' 

she fold it dat way . D en she bring s it dis  way , den she bring it dat way . Oat ' s  
f ive ways . Den she bring it back ovah tuhgethah . Dat makes it de last , see . 
An ' she buries it undah de steps . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 6 7 ) , 241 9 : 1 . ] 

3188 . If a man runnin ' aroun ' an ' a woman wanta stop ' fm , cut ' fm  completely 
of f where he won ' t have no nature, know whut chew do . She act sweet wit ' im,  � 

to  bed wi t ' im tull he d ischarge a lit tle . She don ' t do no thin' , 
FOLD AND IRON she fool wi t ' im [ fools him] , yo ' see . All right , she takes dat 
3 TIMES 3 TIMES raf an ' she fold it three times to her . She take a hot smoo th-

in iron an ' put on it an ' leave da t set dere f er about thirty 
minutes . She take it up an ' she fold it  ag ' in - she folds it three times f ir s ' . 
All right , an 1 she leave dat iron set dere ' bout thirty minutes . She take an ' 
fold it thr ee mo ' times to her an ' leave dat iron set dere ag ' in . Den she take 
it an ' put it , hid it  somewhere in de mat tress or eithah hide it somewhere he 
gotta sleep . He cain ' t do no thin . Evah time he go out , he j es '  go j es '  lak 
[ demonstrates with a falling gesture ] .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (549) , 68 6 : 7+85 . ]  

3189 . A man kin have intahco ' se wit ' is wi fe or eithah ' i s girl frien ' , see , 
an ' she don ' t wan '  ' im to run aroun ' . He may be constantly doin ' dese thin ' s .  

FOLD TO YOU 
INTO TRIANGLE 

An ' she take dis  han ' kechef or dis  cloth whut she , yo ' know, dry 
huhself off  wit an ' make a triangle of it , see , an ' always fold 
de ends to her . See , an ' fold it  careful an ' put it in de bot tom 
o f  ' er trunk an ' let i t  stay dere . An ' ' er husban ' will natural-

ly be broke off havin ' contac t wit de womens - runnin ' roun ' . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  
(107 6) , 1 7 4 2 : 10 . ] 

3190.  Yo ' kin take a bran ' -new pocket han ' kerchief an ' dry ' fm  on de pocket 
han ' kerchief an ' den fold de han ' kerchief . Fold yore han ' kerchief lak dis . Yo ' 
fold it  disaway , even , an ' always fold it to yo ' .  

( I t  is suppo sed to  b e  put in a square? ) 
Yeah , fold it to yo ' disaway . 
[My suppo sition about the square is wrong , desp ite informant ' s  yeah. Wha t 

follows shows the handkerchief folded into tr iangles , meaning the handkerchief 
lies b efore her like a baseball diamond , no t a square .  She does no t fold a hori
z ontal line but a right angle . ]  · 

D en when yo ' turn it , yo ' fold it  
An ' wear dat nex ' to her skin , r ight 

catercornah t ill yo ' fold it  lak dat , see . 
on de top of ' er pussy [ the folded piece 
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mus t  be shape of tr iangle ] .  
(948 ) , 1530 : 3 . ] 

An ' dat won ' t let ' im have nobody . [x..phis , Tenn . , 

3191 . If a man wants tuh have a woman undah ' is j ur isd iction fo ' his life
time ! He j es ' - when yo ' go an ' ma te wi t da t woman an ' take whut chev vipe vit , 

FOOD AND DRINK 
SEMEM 

yo ' see .  An ' when yo ' take it  - da t whut yo ' wipe vit , vit a 
clean pocke t han ' -scuf f da t nevah been s tained - yo ' dry off 
wi t dat , yo ' s ee .  An ' when yo ' dry off wi t da t ,  yo ' kin take 
dat an ' take a little wa tah , yo ' s ee ,  an ' wet it , an ' j es' drain 

dat into a li ttle whiskey . Den give dat to her , den yo ' can ' t g i t  rid of ' er .  
I t  take d ea th tuh pa rt  chew d en .  Yo ' might git tired o f  ' er an ' wanta quit ' er ,  
but she goin ' plague yo ' .  [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1309 ) , 2214 : 6 . ] 

319 2 .  I went to a man [root dOator or wise man or two-header]. A woman had 
done quit me . An ' he ast me if dis woman drink whiskey . I tole him she does . 
He sa id , "Well , yo ' go back home , git choo a half a pint o f  whiskey . "  He sa id ,  
"Yo ' git  in a close place s o  kin nob ody see yo ' . " He said , "Yo ' go in da t room, 
shut up in der e ,  jaak yore fist  [masturbate] , see ; an ' take about three or four 
drops of dat s tuff an ' put it  in de whiskey , an ' shake it until yo ' can ' t see it 
in dere , an ' j es '  keep on givin ' it to her , yo ' know . Absolutely bring ' er love 
back . " [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 28 3 ) , 198 : 3+8 5 . ]  

3193 . De mens whenevah dey have an intahco ' se wi t wimmin lak dat , why dey kin 
git some of it an ' put dat in sompin an ' give it to a woman sweet-l ike , an ' yo ' 
know , she j es '  almost go crazy about ' em . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1107 ) , 1 7 8 2 : 2 . ] 

3194 . Dey tell me if a man wants a woman - dis is a real fak cuz ah always -
ah ' m  no t able to have none now , but ah nevah did have to do dis , but ah had plen
ty of ' em  when ah wus young . Dey tell me yo '  kin take yo ' ownseZ[ off an ' git 
some of dat stuff an ' put it in somepin an ' let ' er ea t ,  she ' ll always be crazy 
' bout chew . Dey all say dat ' s  def ' nite.  Dey said yo ' git dat  s tuff into her 
stomic , it j es '  ' fec tin'  [ a f fec ting ] ' er ha id . Yo ' can ' t hardly keep outa her 
s ight . Dey sa id dat ' s  de b es ' thin ' in de world . Ah ' ve had hunderds of people 
tell me dat , fo ' [ in later years ] ah have ast de question fo ' he ' p ,  an ' dey tell 
me . But ah didn ' t do dat . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 1631 : 7 . ]  

3195 . An ' den ah ' ve lea rned ag ' in da t yo ' kin take an ' go an ' urinate,  see .  
An ' den g i t  chure aome [ s emen ] an ' put j es '  a lil ' taste [ of ]  dat in dat Coca

FOOD AND DRINK 
SEMEN - URINE - HEARTS COLOGNE 

Cola an ' put it somewhere on ice an ' keep it  
cold , s ee .  An ' if yo ' got  a frien '  dat chew 
wanta git up wi t , well , have dat Coca-Cola in 
yore pocket an ' wa lk into somebody place an ' 

say , "Ah wan ' a  leave d i s  Coca-C ola on ice . " Dey ' s  a frien '  of yo ' , leave d e  
Coca-Cola on ice ,  unless en d a t  yo ' goin ' to her hous e .  Yo ' g o t  two Coca-Colas , 
one yo ' goin ' take , an ' d i s  girl ain ' t levin ' yo ' so good . Say , "Honey , ah got 
two Coca-Colas heah tuh drink .  Yo ' take an ' put ' em  on ice . " Well , yo ' give her 
de one da t ' s go t da t dere Heart CoZogne an ' dat aome an ' dat pee in it [ three in
gredients ] .  Boy , she ' ll take dat an ' she ' ll die by yo ' . [ Fayetteville,  B .  Car . , 

FOOD AND DRINK 
(1415) , 254 6 : 6 . ] 
3196 . [ The words femaZe semen in the margin title are not used 
in this rite , but such a non-exis tent subs tanc e  is clearly in
dicated . I previously hinted a t  this possibility back in 
No . 3138 . We shall b e  told la ter , yo 'aZ Z  have yo.re �ion 

dere togethah an ' aftah yo 'a Z Z  DISCHARGE • . • •  (see No . 3 211) . The implication here 
is that a woman emi ts or ej aculates her vital sub s tance in the same manner a s  a 
man . More evidence of  this b elief will b e  found elsewhere in HOODOO. We mus t 
r ememb er tha t woman ' s  pa rt  in procreation - ovula tion , no t  the discharge of semen 
or something s imilar - b ecame known only in modern times . ]  
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Say a woman take a chicken aig an ' she ' ll [ do ]  somep in othah wit it , take 
somep in an ' wrap it up in some cot ton in a cloth.  Jab [ rub ] huhself unt il she 
git chere [ has an orgasm]  an ' take a leetle dat s tuff [ put ] it on de chicken aig 
an ' don ' t put much of it on dere , an ' put a saucah � break de aig an ' put it  in 
a saucah an ' put ano thah one [ saucer ] ovah it , an ' put a leetle bit watah in it . 
An ' de nex ' mawnin ' she ' ll put a leetle bit mo '  watah in it , an ' den put it [ egg ] 
on de stove an ' let it come tuh a hea t an ' turn it  ovah . Den - don ' t let it git 
good an ' done - an ' den when ' er husban ' or de man come in , "Oh , ah have a aig 
fo ' yuh . " She give him dat aig an ' she go t ' im.  

(What will she put on that egg from her? ) 
Dat stuff whut ' s  in ' er .  Yo ' know , when a person aomin ' yo ' know . 
(You mean her [mens trual ] blood? ) 
Yes sir . 
[ He means nothing of the kind . ] 
Yo ' know dat stuff , yo ' know when yo ' aome . 
(You mean when she aomes ? )  
Yes sir , she take da t thing an ' j ump up [ and down? ] unt il she aome , an ' git 

some of i t  an ' put i t  on dis aig . 
(On the outside of the egg ? ) 
[ This sor t of quest ion , one already answered , may sound stupid ; but ! frequent

ly wanted repetition , always hoping for fur ther bits  of knowledge , or clarif ica
tion as here . ] 

On de inside . Break de aig an ' put it  in de saucah . She take some of dat 
s tuff den an ' drap i t  on dat aig , yes s ir , an ' den de nex ' day , she • • • •  [Waycross , 

FOUR-CORNERED PIECE FROM 
DRES S - PRINCES S - BLOOMERS 

Ga • •  ( 1128 ) 1 1833 : 7 . ] 
3197 . Or you kin take a woman ' s  undahclothes , yo ' 
know whut yo ' sit down on , an ' yo ' cut a plug outa 
each one , her dress , her pr incess ,  her bloomahs an ' 

yo ' cut it  j es '  in a 
long as da t man weah 
body else but ' im.  

four-cornahed piece , an ' yo ' fold it  up . An ' now, j es '  as 
da t piece in ' is watch pocket , she ' s  got no nature fo ' no-

(I see . A piece out of  each of her [ 3 ]  things? ) 
Yes , each one of ' er [ 3 ]  pieces . 
(Where she sits? ) 
Yes , sir .  [ Memphis , Tenn • •  ( 9 7 2 ) 1 157 3 : 8 . ] 
3198 . If a man gwine wi t a woman . An ' he ' d  ketch a toad[rog an ' wrap ' im up 

in ' is pocket han ' chef an ' tote him in ' is pocket . An ' when he have connec tion 

FROG - WIPE WITH LIVE 
wi t da t woman - she ' ll no t know whut he doin ' - take dat 
han ' chef quick outa dere an ' dry off dat woman . Dry ' er 
off wit dat from dat frog . An ' de nex ' man come dere , 

he ' ll be all right till time he gits up dere 1 den he fall . He cain ' t he ' p  it . 
But yo ' gotta do dat mo ' den one time . Jes ' as it happen [ do it each time it  
happens ] .  Dat ' s  fur as ah know ' bout dat . [ Sumter , S. Car • •  (135 9 ) 1 2397 : 1 . ] 

3199 . Yo ' know , dat chew wanted ' em  j o ined togethah - yo ' ve heard tell of 
people bein ' j o ined togethah 1 man an ' a woman . [ They ] say , dat p erhaps [ you ] 
have to ketch dat frog . Take dat frog an ' kill i t  an ' [but ] while he ' s  raw -
yo ' know lak he is [while he ' s  alive ] - rub a cloth on ' im .  G i t  dat part o f  d e  
cloth an ' den when a lady an ' a gentleman , yo ' know, have dat intahco ' se ,  don ' t 
� [a Zady ] do nuthin wi t it  but let ' im wipe hisself . Purtty soon dat man an ' 
woman be togethah . Yo ' know , yo ' heard tell of  p eople gittin ' togethah . 

(S tuck together ? ) 
Stuck togethah - can ' t git  ' em out . Ah ' ve heard tell of  dat - wit dat cloth . 

His wif e ' s  got ' im so dat he can ' t - move . Wi t de frog , but i t ' s  gotta b e  when 
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he ' s  live . [ This last statement shows a l ive frog rubbed on a cloth and then 
killed . [Mob ile , Ala . , (663) , 8 7 2 : 1 . ] 

3200 . Dey says dat dey take a frog - ketch a frog an ' put ' im  in a can or a 
fot where yo ' outdo ' s  washin ' , while it ' s  ' live ,  an ' put ' im in dere an ' j es '  let 

im cook on down tuh a powdah , an ' sprinkle a man wit da t , or a man could spr in
kl e  a woman wit it , an' dey won ' t have no intahco ' se atall wit nobody atall but 

j es '  dem . 
FROG POWDER (That ' s  all they have to do ? )  

Oat ' s  all - j es '  take it when it gits , yo ' know , it  burn tub pow
dab , j es '  lak ashes , an ' yo ' put it  in a cloth yo ' know , an ' evah t ime yo ' have 
sompin tuh do wit ·a man or woman ,  yo ' sprinkle some of  it on ' em .  [ Fayet teville 
N. Car . , ( 1414 ) , 2545 : 1 3 . ] 

3 201 . Jes • lak anothah woman goin • wit mah man ,  ah take dat toad[roog an • kill 
' im  an ' let dat - let ' im dry - let ' im dry an ' take dat dust an ' scrape it o f f  
an ' take an ' rub it on yore husban ' pr ivate , an ' when he go an ' have dat woman , 
l i ' le skippahs will j ump outa her . Ah see a woman do dat . 

(Jump out of the woman? ) 
Yeah , goodness !  
[ GOODNESS ! i s  the proper exc lama t ion here . Skipper s  are usually any insec t 

o f  Hesper iidae , a large family o f  order L ep idoptera , the latter also includ ing 
the true but t erflies (Phopalocera ) ,  with which skipper s are popularly confused . 
However , in the Southern States o f  the U . S . A . , skipper s are either any maggot in
fest ing meat or a wat er skipper . The lat t er i s  meaningless here . I am certain 
that our skipper means the one hatching in home-cured hams , because on one of  my 
trip s  south I bought a home-cured ham at a crossroads country store . They were 
hanging up in the back o f  the store . No one told me a ham unprotected from a 
certain fly or flies could cause troub le .  I shipped the ham home to  New York 
C ity . On reaching home and opening the package , the maggots began to j ump !  
Here wa s an animal 1 / 2  inch long , twist ing it self into a U ,  and j umping 1 foo t 
up into the air ! Soon ther e were 100 of  them j ump ing all round the kitchen ! No 
wonder my informant exclaimed GOODNESS ! How skipper s  could come from toadfrog 
powder I do not know. ] 

[ For HOODOO ' s  classical example o f  put ting live things , a turtle , in the other 
woman , see 10 , · p . 7 . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1189 ) , 1998 : 2 . ]  

320 2 .  And there ' s  a way where women dress their husband s when they don ' t 
want them to go with other women . Well they do that by cat ching a live toadfrog , 

and they put the toadfroog alive in a conta iner and put a 
FROG GREASE 9 NIGHTS top with a b r ick on top of  it  so he can ' t  j ump out , and 

they cook that frog down to j us t  natural grease , and fer 
nine night s they dress their husband ' s  pr ivate with that grease from the fros. 
It do esn' t make any diff 1 ren 1 if  he washes the nex 1 day , she cont inues to do tbat 
every night and when she doesn ' t  have anything to do with him herself , because 
it would b e  detrimental to her , too . And when he comes in contac t with this 
other woman , aftah nine days , the same amount o f  night s she greased bf.. th�e ' ll 
come a ball on her privates like your f ist and it baffles the doctors,  they don ' t 
know what it  is , b ecause it ' s  somepin very unusual . The toadfroog is used for 

lot s of things . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 1575 : 2. ]  
FROG BONE 9 DAYS 3 20 3 .  Ah heard dat yo ' git  a toad[roog an ' yo ' kaow, k11l ' tm, 

an ' put some black peppah an ' some salt on · �. an '  carry 1 im  
to a red ant s b ed an ' put ' im down in dat - lay him r ight dova ia clat bed - yo 1 
know , dem b ig b ed yo ' know - lay him right down in dat b ed  an ' let de ants eat 
' im up all but de skin an ' bones . Den yo ' kin take dat sharp boue - yo ' know, 
let 1 im stay dere though fo ' nine days - an ' take dat sharp boae an' carry it an ' 
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s t ick in yore wife ' s  garment , her nightgown , can ' t nobody else mess wit ' er atall 
but chew . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1136 ) , 18 50 : 3 . ] 

3203A . If he had a ole shirt , an ' iron a frog - yo ' know a ole frog - on de 
tail of it • • •  he ' ll stay dere • • •  

[ These 3 separated p er iods show that  I stopped my record ing 
FROG IRONED ALIVE machine twice . A later copy of an original comment explains 

why : "THE WOMAN HAS BEEN HOPP ING ABOUT LIKE A FROG [ [ demon
strat ing the rite] ] .  Iron him [ [ the man represented by his shir t ] ] as you do the 
frog and his nature will be killed . " ]  

( IRON A FROG ON THE TAIL OF THI S  OLD SHIRT OF THE MAN? ) 
YES SUH . 
[ This woman is marked prof? (professional) and good , but SHE EVIDENTLY HOPPED 

ABOUT DURING THE WHOLE INTERVIEW . This sort of thing was wonderful when words 
accompained act ions , but in the present case she was pretending that my inter
viewing table was an ironing board . But with my recording machine , switch con
tro l ,  notebook , and o ld black ha t on the tab le , I preferred demons tration a 
little farther away . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (92 5 ) , 1503 : 11 . ] 

3 2 04 . If a woman wants a man tuh drive away - well if yo ' kin git in touch 
wit ' er ,  if him an ' ' er have a intahco ' se ,  yo ' git de rag where dey use an ' yo ' 

take dat rag , an ' yo ' go to de graveyard or cemetery where dere 
GRAVE - NEW somebody j es '  fresh bur ied , an ' git some of dat d irt  an ' mix it 

wit it an ' put some Heart Cologne on it , an ' br ing it r ight back 
an ' drop it right undah de s t ep where dey walk ovah . It will take ' em  on away . 

(That is to separate the man and his wife , the man and woman . )  
De man an ' woman . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1188 ) , 2 003 : 1 . ] 
3205 . They go to the buryin ' groun ' w ' ere the grave is sunken an ' dig about 

six inches down in there an ' git some of  dat dirt . An ' they claim dat they mix 
dat up with it [ semen] an ' it ' ll either run you out of town or 

GRAVE - SUNKEN will stop you [make you impotent ] .  Stop it up . An ' can ' t no 
body le ' choo loose until . somebody break the bottle an ' throw 

it in runnin ' water . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 341) , 280 : 1+8 5 . ]  
3 206 . Jes ' lak yo ' have a intahco ' se wit a man - a woman would , see , an ' she 

wanta make dis man love her . Well , when she use dis towel tuh wipe wit ,  see , she 
wipe her han ' s on dis towel an ' take her han ' s an ' run ' em through dis man ' s  
hair - run it ovah his haid , see , j es '  lak dat . An ' dat will make a man love 

yo ' .  
HAIR OF HEAD (Well , how does that  affect you , you say? ) 

Wal ,  ah f igured it must - in ' is haid ah guess - j es '  goes to ' is 
brain o r  sompin . But ah guess it in ' is haid - whut a person study , quite na t
urally it is in dere haid . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 2 8 ) , 2086 : 4 . ] 

3207 . Well , de othah is , yo ' kin take hair from roun ' yore pr ivate an ' use in 
a way , say a man or a woman, if she runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' in love wit ' er or 
somepin , an ' yo ' wanta s top ' er .  Say yo 1 use dat tuh stop ' er .  

(Do you know how they would use it ? )  
HAIR - PUBIC Take it - yo ' have tuh git it dur in '  intahco ' ses an ' git it an ' 

keep it tuh yo ' self . Take it an ' put dis hair in a bo ttle an ' 
stop it up , an ' den somepin othah goes with it - take a cloth or rag , anythin ' 
she use . Take dat an ' . 

[ Informant was so long trying to finish sentence , that I suggested : ]  
(You carry it with you , that the idea ? )  
No , yo ' kin stop her tuh make her stay where yo ' is , have no connec tion wit 

nobody but chew • • •  
[ I  stop machine and let him talk (see do ts)  and then attempt to summarize : ] 
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(By taking some of her pr ivate ha ir and a piece of her monthly cloth, and 
putting it in this bo ttle and s topp ing it up , and keep ing it  on your person . 
Wear ing it . )  

236 3 

No sub , place it  in a secret place right ovah de do ' dere or anywhere yo ' kin 
hide it - up ovah her , where she goes through . 

(That will keep her from running out with men? ) 
Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1393) , 2503 : 8 . ] 
3208 . Now , yo ' takes a man dat runs aroun ' wi t de wimmin an ' she wanted ' im  

always to stay home . An ' dere ' s  [when] she git 1 2  or 15 dif f ' ren stran ' s of  hair 
da t she gits from aroun ' ' i s private ,  yo ' undahs tan ' ;  an ' she gits about de same 
amount from ' er s , yo ' see ;  an ' she comb ines both togethah , yo ' undahs tan ' .  Den 
she makes a bag an ' she carry on ' er .  Dat ' ll keep ' im dere .  

(That will keep him home . )  [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , (499) , 54 2 : 5+8 5 . ]  
3209 . Ah said she could take some of yor e [ pubic ] ha ir an ' some of your come 

[ semen] , an ' put it togethah an ' wear it aroun ' ' er wais ' ,  an ' let it swing down 
' tween ' er la igs an ' dat make yo ' love her . [Memphis , Tenn . , (953) , 153 9 : 2 . ] 

3210 . [ If I ]  have intahco ' se wit a woman an ' she git de ha ir o f fa me , well 
she could do it wit da t . 

(What would she do with that hair ? )  
Take it an ' wear it - t ie i t  up an ' wear it up in dey • • •  
(What will that do to you? ) 
Well , dat j es '  mes s me up where ah ain ' t no mo ' good . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , 

(1294 ) , 219 5 : 7 . ]  
3 211 . Co ' se dis is dif f ' ren ha ir do [ a  different way of doing or us ing hair ] . 

Tell me yo ' kin take when yo ' messin '  wit a woman an ' git a s tran ' of ha ir o f fa 
her down heah an ' git a s tran ' from yo ' ,  an ' when yo ' all have yor e connec tion 
dere togethah an ' af tah yo ' all discharge ,  j es '  take an ' put dat hair in it  an ' 
tie ' em  togethah an ' put it  in a li ' le sack - a f lannel sack an ' t ie it  aroun ' 
yore wais ' an ' wear it . Dat keep love right tub yo ' .  She won ' love nobody but 
chew all de time . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1398 ) , 2516 : 20 . ] 

HAIR - PUBIC - BURNED 
3212 . She could cut some of  ' is - his ha ir from de lowah 
part  of  ' i s body .  Take an ' cut some o f  it  o f f  an ' she ' ll 
take it an ' go out an ' burn it , an ' she ' ll take his nature 

' way fo ' anybody else ' cept ' er .  
(She will take and 

any other woman . )  
burn this hair she took from him ,  take his nature away for 

Yes . [ Wilson , N. Car . , (1509) , 2 6 7 7 : 1 0 . ] 
3213 . Why she j es '  take ' im an ' cut de seat 

take de wa tah an ' goes dere wit ' im .  Af tah dey 
wus playin ' wit ' im an ' put dat watah ovah ' im . 
some of ' er hair o ffa her , yo ' know , burn i t  an ' 
ride nobody . 

(The hair from her head ? )  
De ha ir from under her clothes . 

outa his drawahs an ' wash it an ' 
go to  b ed a t  night , j es '  lak she 

Take de hair , yo ' know - burn 
put it in der e ,  why he coUldD' t  

(And she put s that in the water from his drawer s . )  
Shore . 
(Just what would that do then? ) 
Take it j es '  lak she wanta wa sh ' im good , lak she gonna have communication wi t 

' im . She have dat an ' - so ' s  [ so she ] could put i t  in d e  basin, yo ' know, an ' 
[ he could ] wa sh hisself wi t i t . An ' af tah he wa sh wit it , she pore de watah out 
an ' den taken watah an ' washes ' erself . An ' he couldn ' t  have no othah woman .  

(The man loses his nature . ) [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042) , 1690: 4 . ] 
3 214 . (Tell me that again now . What would you do? )  
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Take de bow out of  a man hat .  , Yo ' ve seen mens when dey buy hats , pull de bow 
out d e  hat an ' burn i t  up ,  haven ' t  chew? Dey won ' t nevah - very seldom yo ' see a 

man wit a bow in ' is ha t .  Take dat bow an ' tie it  an ' wear it  right 
HAT BOW roun ' heah , roun ' yore private , wit a string . Jes ' wear i t  r ight roun ' 

an ' he can ' t raise no heart fo ' no heart fo ' nobody but chew . [ Bruns
wick , Ga . ,  (120 7 ) , 2041 : 2 . ] 

3215 . Yo ' kin take de bow out o f  a hat an ' transfer [ to ano ther j ob ]  an ' 
take dat bow wit yo ' ,  an ' evah day whilst yo ' gone yo ' pee on it . Yo ' undahstan ' 
what ah mean? 

(The bow out �f her hat? )  
De little bow outa her hat . Pee on dat bow and he can ' t do a thing in de 

world . 
(Who can ' t do a thing? ) 
D e  man . 
(The man who comes to  see her? ) 
Can ' t do nuthin. 
(I  see , that pro tects , THAT KEEPS MEN AWAY FROM HER WHILE YOU ARE GONE . )  
Can ' t do nuthin. He kin try all he wanta . SHE GIVE UP TO HIM BUT DAT ' S ALL . 

[ Savannah , Ga . , (542) , 6 7 3 : 3+85 . ]  
3216 . Yo ' could take dat lit tle bow , yo ' know , an ' wear in de back of yore , 

in de calf o f  yore laig , when yo ' rollin ' yor e s tockin ' ,  yo ' know , an ' wear i t  
i n  de calf o f  yore laig an ' dat would git yo ' . But yo ' d  have to b e  [ us e  i t ] , 
yo ' know , wit intahco ' se .  

(What would happen? What sort o f  thing? ) 
L i s t en !  Yo ' uoderstan ' . Yo ' take de lit tle bow outa de back of  a man ' s hat . 
(Yes . )  

An ' j us '  lak yo ' have intahco ' se wit dat fellah , an ' yo ' could wear it  in de 
back of  yore s tockin ' , yo ' know , in de calf of yor e laig an ' use it , yo ' know , 
' casionly [occasionally ] lak dat - use it  once in awhile lak dat . 

(You mean get same of  that off  this fellow , when you have intercour se with 
that man? ) 

Yes . 
(And you put i t in that s tocking? ) 
In de back of yore stockin , yo ' know , in de calf of  yore laig . An ' quite 

na tchly [ naturally] , dat would hold ' is nature towards yo ' - hi s  nature toward 
yo ' • 

(I  see . ) [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 761) , 1041 : 7 .  ] 
3217 . Now a woman kin take a man , she liv in ' wit ' im - she take a little 

b it of  ' i s shir ttail , an ' take dat same bow out his hat , an ' git a little sand , 
j es 1 a little plain sand , an ' a little gar lic , an ' a silvah d ime , an ' sew it  up 
in a little bag an ' wear it , an ' no othah woman in de world he kin mes s  wit  but 
' er .  ' Cuz ah know dat mahself , cuz ah done b e  fixed dataway an ' ah took de bag 
an ' cut it  up an ' looked at it  an ' seen whut was in it . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1182 ) ,  
1994 : 7 . ] 

3218 . She takes a cord string . 
( She takes a cord string . ) 
An ' she ties nine kno ts in dat s tring . She takes a cord str ing an ' , yo ' know , 

she [ informant hesi tates ] • • • • 
(What does she do wi th it , measure him? ) 
Yassir . Dere ' s two or three diff ' ren '  ways yo ' kin do dat . 
(Tell me the two or thr ee different ways . Tell me the first way . )  
She kin measure him an ' tie nine knot s  in dat string an ' den she kin - she 

ties it aroun ' ' er wai s ' .  Den she kin git a new domestia piece [ a  piece of new 
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dOme stic ] of cloth when she have - yo ' know, when she - whenevah abe have intah
co I Be vf.� I :fa. She 

HEART - BEDCLOTH CUT IN SHAPE OF OR MEASURE - TIE 9 KNOTS don ' � have !nra..ccrse. 
she ' 11 le� :Ia ba'ft! 

it . An ' den she take dat an ' she cut s it out in a hear t - de shape of a hear� . 
She puts it in ' er. shoe an ' he sure can ' t - he can ' t go , he can ' t do any�hin' 
[with other women] .  [ New Or leans , La . , (785) , 1090 : 3 . ] 

321 9 . It  was said that a woman took ro sin an '  
HOG OR CATTLE HOOF AND ROSIN take a hoof of a hog or any kind of  cat�le an' 

grind it up f ine , an ' rub it on that person would 
cause ' em to draw up so that they would connec t ion an ' they couldn ' t be unt� 
[ Richmond , Va . , (356) , 295 : 6+85 . ]  

3220 . Lak yo ' loves a man an ' wanted ' im , yo ' know, alone fo ' yo ' self , why 
yo ' an ' ' im - yo ' have intahco ' se wi t ' im .  Why don ' t chew wipe wit de towel , �· 

let ' im wipe wit it , see . An ' den yo ' �ake 
HOLLER : HE COULDN 'T �ISE A HOLLER dat towel an ' bury it down in de d irt  undah 

de steps somewhere . Why he couldn ' t  raise 
a hol leP wit nobody but chew,  undahs tand . He ' d  try tuh be wit o thah women but 
when he git dere , he ' ll fall . He might raise up , but he ' ll fall . [ This Paise a 
hol leP will also be found later among the op ening expres s ions of subsub sec tion 
DISHRAG . ] [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1207 ) , 204 0 : 6 . ] 

3 2 2 1 . Take de rag whut she nuse - take it an ' yo ' know , press i t  yo ' know, 
iron it real hard yo ' know, j es '  pr ess de stuf f in dere an ' put it up somewhere 

underneat ' chure bed or sompin othah lak dat , an ' de ' tell me dat will 
IRONING take yore natUPe away . 

[ For another ironing rite with the same purpo se , ironing a live frog , 
see 3203A . ] [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (117 7 ) , 1990 : 16 . ] 

3 2 2 2 . Git one dese linen han ' kerchuff s , a ten-cent one , an ' j es '  lak yo ' an ' 
' er have ' n  [ have an] intahco ' se togethah . Yo ' go back home an ' sew dat up an ' 
put it in yore pocket . Yo ' go home an ' hitch up yore ' lec tric or any kinda iron 
an1 iron it , see , an ' spread i t right out undahneat ' de mat tress on de springs . 
She couldn ' t  git r id of dat man to save her lif e .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1211) , 
2048 : 4 . ] 

3 2 2 3 . She kin take a new piece of  homespun an ' let ' im have a connec t ion wit 
' er .  When he git through wit ' er ,  den she take dat , take a smoo thin ' iron an ' 
dry hit out on de palm of her han ' , an ' den she keep dat an ' put it in ' er bed . 
An ' den he cain ' t have no o thah one but ' er .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1206) , 2036 : 5 . ] 

3 2 24 . Jes ' lak dey have a man an ' yo ' don ' t want ' im tuh go out wit anybody 
else . Well , yo ' a ,  yo ' know, an ' yo ' kin take a new han ' chuf an ' use dat . Iron 
it an ' fold it up - eithah a l it t le towel - fold it up roun ' an ' sew i t  up tiiht 
as yo ' kin an ' s t ick dat in de ma ttress , an ' he cain ' t go out wit nobody else . 

Yo ' kin take an ' eithah use his pocket han ' chuf an ' use it - iron it an ' put 
it  under yor e rug an ' dat will cause him tuh bring in ' is money an ' s tay home . 

(You would use this the same as you use the handkerchief you mean . You mean 
wipe him with that and then iron it and put it under the rug to make him br ing 
his money home . ) [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1192) , 2011 : 18 . ] 

3225 . A lemon is for when yo ' want to have a woman an ' if dere ' s somepin 
LEMON wrong wit ' er ,  an ' yo ' - lak yo ' want to put it in . Yo ' squeeze dat lemon 

on ' er ,  see . Well , she can ' t s tomik [ s tomach] it , she got to hold it . 
CWhat do you do that for? ) 

Dat ' s  for disease . See , dat ' s l ike i f she sot a dose an ' she have to have yo ' ,  
well , yo ' squeeze dat lemon on ' er .  She can ' t finish, she got to  [ something]  an ' 
evahbody know what it ' s  all about . [New Orleans , La . ,  (833) , 1253 : 5 . ]  
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3226 . Yo ' use a lemon , da t is , if  yo ' wanta f ind out if it ' s  anything wrong 
wit a woman, if she got any kinda disease.  Dat is , yo ' kin squeeze a little of 
dat lemon j uice on ' er ,  see . If  she got any kinda disease , well she ' ll holler . 
[Little Rock, Ark. , (902) , 14 7 4 : 14 . ] 

3 2 27 . If yo ' be ' s  wit a woman or man an ' tub keep from ketchin ' any kinda 
disease , yo ' take a lemon an ' squeez e de j uic e an ' bathe yo ' self wit it . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (1524) , 2 7 23 : 9 . ] 

MATTRES S 
3 2 28 .  While dey have a intahco ' s e deyself . 
(The very first  time? ) 
[ The words fiPst time are not mine but those of  the informant before 

I decided to start my recording machine . ]  
Yessuh , den she ketches de contents , see , on a little rag - a little han ' 

chuff - but let i t  b e  clean , yo ' see , an ' she wrap it up good an ' t ight an ' small 
[magic rite ] , yo ' see , an ' she ' ll put it in ' er mattress , an ' dat ' ll keep ' im at 

home tub serve ' er .  [Little Rock, Ark . , ( 900) , 1473 : 17 . ] 
3 22 9 . I f  he [a  husband ] goes to his wife  - to keep ' im  [any other man]  from 

havin ' intahco ' se wit ' er ,  [ they ] say yo ' kin go to a - dere ' s  a kinda bush out 
in de woods called de mullein. 

MULLEIN (The mullein vine . ) 
Take a mullein an ' put chure han ' tub de top of it an ' strip it right 

down lak dat [demonstrates ] ,  an ' take dat stuf f yo ' strip down lak dat , an ' put 
it right in a pot an' boil it an ' draw some tea outa it , an ' put chure fingah in 
de t ea an ' s t ick it down in der e .  

(You put your finger in this tea and then d o  what? ) 
Have de tea where yo ' kin do it on ' er .  Put chure f ingah in it an ' put it 

down in ' er yo ' see .  An ' d e  man cain ' t git up d e  heart tub g o  wit ' er .  
(Who would do this? ) 
Her husband . 
(You mean her husband would do it and [ but ] that man wouldn ' t .  He [ other man ]  

wouldn ' t  be able t o  do anything with her then? ) 
No , de outside man couldn ' t  do - it .  
(Oh l the out side man couldn ' t .  Yet the husband dresses her with this mullein 

tea .  Then no outside man can come . ) 
(And in get ting this mullein, you ' ve got to strip it  right from the top , you 

have to strip it right down. ) 
Jes ' as de sun rise in de mornin ' . 
(Just at  sunrise in the morning , you have to strip it all down . Any number 

of t imes or j ust  once? )  
No , j es '  once , j es '  take yo ' hand an ' come right down wit it . 
(Just onc e ,  all at once . )  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (996) , 1612 : 8 . ]  
3 23 0 .  [ To ]  take a man ' s  ooUPage or sompin lak da t ,  why yo ' kin take a rag , 

j es '  a rag whut chew wipin ' wit , an ' yo ' kin take dat an ' take it an ' wrap it 

NAIL - ONE 
roun ' dere nails an ' wear de nails roun ' yore wa ist fo ' nine days , 
an ' dat ' ll make a man stay home - eithah dat or keep ' is ooUPage . 
(Wha t kind of  a nail do you use? ) 

U se a six-penny nail . 
(Just one? ) 
Yeah, j es '  one six-penny nail . 
(And this rag that you use ,  you wrap around that nail ? ) 
Yeah, roun ' da t nail an ' wear it  round yor e wa ist fo ' nine days . 
(Then wha t do you do with it? ) 
Well , da t will take a man ' s ooUPage . 
3 231 . Take na ils an' cross ' em  up in 

[ Flor enc e ,  s .  Car . , (1320) , 2264 : 7 . ]  
de seat o f  a man ' s  underweah an ' bury 
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it  in any part s  about de house , yuh know , an ' 
(How do you mean , cross these nails in the 

Well , yuh know yuh j is '  take ' em  an ' cross 

he cain ' t have 110bocly bat chew. 
seat of his underwear!) 
de fo ' cornahs right dDvn in de 

stretch [ cro tch]  of ' is undahweah . 
(How many na ils do you take? ) 
Fo ' [ four ] [ demons trates ] .  
(Two parallel like that and two across there . )  
[ This designs a tick-tack-toe , or double cross or many crosses . ] 
Dat ' s  right . In some o f  ' is dirty undahweah whut he ' s  wo ' n  [worn] . See. doa ' 

wa sh ' em. Whut he wo ' n . An ' j is '  roll ' em up an ' lay ' em up undah de side of 

NAILS 4 - CROSSED TICK-TACK-TOE - IN SEAT OF MAN ' S UNDERWEAR 
de baid ,  ciirec ' ly 
where he sleep at . 
An ' he ' ll git � 

de place he won '  wan ' nobody but chew . An ' re ' lly de fac ' of de bus iness ,  be 
ca in ' t go wit nobody but chew . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) , 1522 : 6 . ] 

--

3232 . Lak yo ' wanta fix somebody tub make ' em  stay home , keep ' em from ruu
nin ' aroun ' in d e  streets , yo ' kin j es '  g i t  chure wife or yore sweetheart  or any

NAME - IN EGG SHELL - UNDER DOORSTEP 
body tub write her name , or eithah git 
' er han ' writin ' wi t ' er name . Take an ' 

break da t a ig an ' put ' er name intuh da t  
shell an ' bury in de ground undahneat ' de front step . Da t will stop ' er from 
runnin ' aroun ' or havin ' anybody tub have intahco ' s e wi t ' er at all . 

(Any kind o f  chicken egg ? )  
Jes ' any kinda chicken aig . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1226) , 2084 : 7 . ] 
3 2 3 3 . Dey ' ll git a new piece of cloth,  see , an ' dey place undah dere feet an ' 

dey ' ll cut da t out . See , cut dat out in de shape of yore f eet an ' write de name 

NAME - ON CLOTH CUT SHAPE OF HIS  SOLE 
HER NAME ACRO S S  - USE 9 NIGHTS 

WEAR IN SHOE - OR BURY AT CROSSROAD 

of d e  per son on da t an ' da t also - an ' 
den yo ' write yore name across it , see . 
An ' den yo ' use da t fo ' nine nights j es '  
lak if yo ' have a connec t ion or anythin ' 
lak dat , dey also use da t . An ' dey ' ll 

wear it in dere shoes ,  or dey ' ll bury it at a . lonely cros sroad . 
(They write the name how? Like this ? )  
Yes , cross and den cross . See , dey write de person ' s name up and down de 

foot of  de cloth [ the cloth foot ] , see ; an ' den dey write dere name across dat . 
Yeah . 

(And how did you say they use that now? ) 
An ' den dey use dat j es '  lak if yo ' an ' I are fr ien ' s ,  see , an ' yo ' an ' I 

have connection togethah . Why we use da t ,  see , fer nine nights .  
( I  see . And what is this supposed to do now? ) 
An ' den yo ' take dat an ' yo ' take it to a cros sroads where dere are wagon ruts 

at de cros sroad , an ' yo ' bury it r ight dere in de middle of da t an ' dat also will 
keep yo ' lovable towards ' em . 

(A woman uses that for men . ) [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (53 9 ) , 660 : 1+85 . ]  
3234 . Take a new piece of domestic cloth . Yo ' write on it 3 t imes a man ' s 

name da t yo ' want . Yo ' write dere name an ' wear 9 days in yore shoe an ' dat ' ll 

NAME - 3 TIMES ON NEW CLOTH - 9 DAYS IN SHOE 

vates wit it . An ' yo ' wear it contin ' us an ' 
(You wear i t  in either shoe? ) 

draw ' im  back to yo ' .  An' � 
he gits dere , yo ' take dat lit t le 
piece of clo th an ' wipe yore pr i-

he can ' t leave yo ' .  

Well , I would wear mine in de lef t shoe . [Memphis , Tenn . , (959 ) , 1544 : 1 . ] 
3235 . Jis ' lak if yo ' have a man ,  a fren '  or somepin, yo ' kin g i t  9 needles 
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an ' wear ' em  an ' he cain ' t have no othah woman but chew . 

NEEDLES 9 
(Where would you wear those 9 needles? ) 
Yo ' kin wear ' em  roun ' yore neck or sew ' em in a bag , yo ' undahstan ' .  
But chew have tuh wear ' em where he _cain ' t  see ' em .  See , at nights 

when yo ' go tuh bed yo ' have tuh hide d i s  bag tuh keep ' im from seein ' it . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (949) , 1 5 31 : 8 . ] 

3236 . Jis ' lak if yo ' ,  yo ' know, take yo ' a little small towel . All r ight , 
an ' yo ' an ' ' im  do business togethah - at least [ I  mean ] yo ' don ' t do no bus iness 
wit ' im  yo ' undahstan 1 , he do de bus iness , see . Well ,  if yo ' go in ' do de bus i
�� yo ' do it aftah he do it . Undahs tan ' ,  don ' t do it  wit ' im .  Well , yo ' take 
dat towel an ' yo ' takes it an ' ROLL IT TO YO ' NINE TIMES , j is '  lak yo ' do a snake 
[demons trates ] ,  yo ' know [ see later ] . An ' af tah dat , all r ight , yo ' take nine 
needles an ' yo ' PIN DEM NINE NEEDLES IN [ IT ] , YO ' KNOW, COMIN ' TO YO ' . An ' den 
af tah yo ' pin de nine needles in it , well yo ' take it den an ' roll it roun ' nine 
t imes lak dat an ' den git chew a fruit j ar .  

(You mean you would roll it  around like you would co il a snake . )  
Yes s ir .  
(The first time you roll i t  toward s you nine t imes? ) 
Yas suh. An '  git chew a package of brand-new needles [ demonstrates ] .  
(And after you get these needles in it , then you take that roll l ike a j elly 

ro ll , a cake , and you make it  l ike the coil of a rope [ or Zak yo ' do a snake] . )  
--:Den yo ' take an ' git . chew a fruit j ar an ' put chew j is '  enough watah in dere 
to  covah dis heah towel , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' den take an ' put chew a little sugah 
in dere an ' airtight it , an ' take an ' bear [ bury ]  it undah yore step s .  He goin ' 
come back home - br ing dat money . [Memphi s , Tenn . , (952) , 1 5 38 : 1 . ] 

3237 . She say if tor e husban ' is runnin ' aroun ' af tah any othah women , she 
say whenevah yo ' an1 im j i s 1  1 ave connect ion , have yo ' a new piece of homespun 

9 DAYS UNDER PILLOW 
AFTER IRONING 

THEN WEAR 9 DAYS 

dat i s  nevah been use , an ' take a ho t ahn [ iron] , j is '  
press dat in dere ' y  [ where ]  it wet , press i t  [ semen] 
r ight dry into dat p iece o f  new homespun . She say yo ' 
leave it  undah yer pillah [ pillow] fer nine mawnin ' s ,  
an ' d e  ninth mawnin ' t ie i t  aroun ' yer wais ' an ' weah it 

dere fer nine mawnin ' s .  She say he ' ll nevah run aroun ' af tah nobody else no mo ' .  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (? ) , 261 : 6+81 . ]  

3238 . Ah know dis wuz po s i t ive cuz ah have tried dis . Ah ' ve known mah bus
ban ' tuh run out a lot , an ' ah took - an ' a lady [doatoP] tole me somep in tuh do , 
it  wuz worryin1  me so , yo ' know . An ' quite nachural it  wuzn ' t nuthin tuh hurt 

9 TIME S  WIPE 
' im  at all , it wuz j es '  tuh gain ' im  back tuh mahself , see . 

An '  she tole me tuh go uptown an ' git a nickel wor th of d is cheap 
homespun ,  but let it b e  bran ' -new an ' take it an ' come home an ' 

tear a p iece off  an ' don ' use it fo ' nuthin but dat . An ' she tole me tuh take 
dis p iece of homespun an ' dry him off wit it  fo ' nine times . An ' af tah ah dry 
' im o f f  dat ninth time , J ump  up r ight off  de bed - don 1 t care if it twelve 
a 1 clock , one a ' clock or whut hour of night i t  i s  - while dat d ishrag is wet , ah 
mean dat new home spun is wet , an ' take it  an ' BURY IT UP UNDAH DE STEPS AN ' SAY , 
JOE , AH ' M  BURYIN ' YORE NATURE HEAH BECUZ YO ' HAVE LEAVE ME , AN ' ALTOGETHAH YO ' 
D IDN ' T  WANT ME .  YO ' WUZ GIVIN ' MINE ' S WHUT BELONG TUH ME TO SOMEONES ELSE . AN ' 
AH ' M  BURYIN ' YO ' HEAH NOW FO ' YO ' TUH COME BACK HEAH AN ' BE WIT ME AN ' BESIDES 
ME NO OTHAH, AN ' WHENEVAH YO ' GO TUH GIT UP ON TOP ANOTHAH WOMAN YORE HEART WILL 
FALL . An ' evah t ime he go tuh git up on anothah woman , tuh save his life he 
couldn ' t  have it . Don ' t care if de Judgment comin ' an ' dat wu z  go in ' save him ,  
h e  couldn ' t  have ' er ' less he d ie ,  an ' he cain 1 t have her den . He j es '  be up 
dere tryin ' � Evah t ime he go tuh put somep in dere it j es ' buckle back , couldn ' t  



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 2 3 6 9  

d o  anythin ' wit ' er .  Ah ' ve tr ied d a t  mahs elf . 
An ' af tah ah did i t  fo ' a limit ed t ime , ah watched ' im to see bov it vuz ga in ' 

ac t yo ' know - tuh see whut he gain ' do . An ' lak ah did it dis mavnin' an '  on de 
nex ' third day ,  he would b e  wit me an ' all befo ' h e  wuzn ' t  bein ' wi t  ae .  He ' d  b e  
out yo ' know , othahwise . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1381) , 2351 : 2 . ] 

323 9 .  You see , if a woman has a man an ' she want s to fool a long tt.e .  you 
under stan ' - don ' t want him to git there an ' git right away - w ' y  she j is '  take 

PENNY ON WOMAN ' S  TONGUE 
BREATH HELD - ENDURANCE 

hold ing breath , see aZso 
85 . ] 

this penny an ' put it right on her tongue - you UDder
stan ' , on top of  de tongue - an ' he can have all de fun 
he want but every t ime he starts  to git there , you koov,  
she ' ll suck down on that p enny , that ' ll go back . [For 

margin t itles on p . 2 348 . ] [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( ? ) , 10 : 1+ 

3 24 0 .  If a woman want s  tuh kill a man - j i s '  lak if dat ' s  ' er sweethear t an ' 
she want s  to git ' tm  out ' er way , [ they]  say she kin take a penny an ' put it 

PENNY UNDER HER TONGUE 
HOLD BREATH 

GIVE HIM A STROKE 

undah her tongue while dey ' s  makin ' a connec t ion togeth
ah an 1 says , whenevah he goes to make his end , well she ' s  
gwine [ to ]  hal ' ' er breath while dat penny ' s undah de 
tongue . An ' dey say dat ' ll paralyze him.  Say it won ' t  
kill ' im right den , it ' ll j i s '  g ive him a stroke , he 

can ' t walk - he won ' t be no mo ' service to his self . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1014 ) , 

PENNY IN MOUTH PREVENTS 
VENEREAL DISEASE 

164 1 : 7 . ] 
324 1 .  Makin ' connect ion wit othah woman , in case any
thin ' won ' t  happ en to him ,  hal ' a penny in ' is mouth an ' 
it ' ll kill de germs - ketch anythin ' .  

(Hold a penny in his 
1 7 28 : 2 . ] 

mouth while he is  do ing this . )  [Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  ( 106 7 ) , 

3 24 2 .  (Begin at the beginning . )  
A bad disease . See , her have a pox . 
( She ha s i t ? )  
Yes , she has i t . 
He ha sn ' t  got anythin ' .  Now , she ' ll take a penny , a brass penny , an ' put it 

into her mout ' undah her tongue , an ' she ' ll lay down in bed wit dis man .  Now, 

PENNY IN MOUTH 
MAKES DISEASE STRONGER 

when he git  up outa baid , from affi Ziatin ' wit ' er ,  
he ' s  go t a dose dat he ' ll nevah g i t  r id o f . 
(What ha s that brass penny got to do wi th it? ) 
Well , dat penny , dat gives it - you know, dat makes it 

mo ' strongah dan what it would , if a man bein ' ketched wi t it j i s '  by himself . 
(I  see , that make s it s tronger . )  
Strongah . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (860) , 13 7 0 : 6 . ] 
3243 . How to git rid o f  ' em? Yo ' have a Ind ian head penny an ' buy a pocket 

han ' skuff or eithah a p iece o f  domestia , j i s '  so it a new piece of c loth . When 

PENNY TIED IN BEDCLOTH 
SLEEP ON TO HOLD MAN 
SPEND TO GET RID OF HIM 

yo ' have a intahco ' se wit ' tm , why den yo ' don ' t  make 
connec t ion,  j e s '  let ' im make de connect ion. An '  den 
yo ' try to handle [ the cloth] in a way da choo [That 
you]  git all dat [ semen] on [ in? ] one sass [ sauce.  try 
to collec t the semen in one spo t ] .  Yo ' put dat Ind ian 

head penny right in de middle o f  dat stuff , an ' den yo ' tie  it . All right . an ' 
yo ' sleep on it . Well , dis ha l ' s  ' im .  An ' de minute chao wan ' a  sit rid of ' tm , 
yo ' j is '  turn i t  loo se , j is '  throw de rag away an ' take de penny an 1 spend it . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 1557 : 6 . ] 

3 244 . Dere is de root s o f  de ' simmon tree . Yo ' go out dere an ' yo ' git de 
roo t s  o.f fa dat . 
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[A roo ster began to crow . 
cause informant inquires : ]  

Sub? 

I must have put up my hand asking for silence , be-

(That roo ster is crowing in the dayt ime . Means change in weather doesn ' t  it ? )  
[ I  did not ask him what i t  meant because I was no t collecting folklore uncon-

nected with sp irits  or mag ic rites . ] 
Yes . 
[We continue . ]  
(Get that  roo t of  the persimmon tree? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Any place? )  
From dis side [ demons trates ] .  Always gits i t  f rom dis side , from de sundown 

s ide . An ' in d e  mawnin ' yo ' git it from sunrise , see . An ' yo ' take dat off  dere 

PERSIMMON ROOTS AND ALUM 
SUNRISE OR SUNSET S IDE OF TREE 

OPENS OR CLO SES VAGINA 

den an ' yo ' carry i t  back home an ' yo ' boils 
it - yo ' make a tea out of it . When yo ' make 
de tea out of it , den yo ' kin put dat , chew 
know, into a bathe fo ' a woman tub bathe . Put 
j es '  some in de wa tah in ca se she wants - she 

goin '  wit chew [her husband ] somp in . An ' j es '  a lit tle teaspoonful of alum an ' 
dat will make her close up - see , j es '  draw up . An ' he swears she won ' have no
body but ' im . He swears nobody go dere but ' im. 

(You say if she takes a douche with this bath wa ter , with this pers immon root 
bo iled in it , it  makes her close up ? )  

C lose up , an ' a little p iece of alum . 
(And who would do this ? The woman does that  to her self ? )  
To herself , whut she do it fo ' . An ' when he go dere he swear she a in ' t mes sin' 

wit nobody but ' im. He ain ' t nuthin but a fool about it . She j es '  ain ' t goin ' 
worry ' im  ' bout it . An ' she kin mess wit , have a hunderd diff ' ren mens ; but she 
nevah git i t  - close r ight down . An ' he go r ight behin ' dem an ' swear she ain ' t 
nevah have no one. 

( She is having those men . It would be too open if her husband [ unexp ectedly ] 
came around . She uses that and she closed i t  back up again . And he won ' t  think 
anybody ha s been there . ) 

Dat ' s  r ight . 
[ THE THEORY OF MAGIC HERE IS : A ROOT FROM THE SUNRISE SIDE OF THE TREE OPENS ; 

FROM THE SUNSET SIDE , CLOSES . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368) , 2422 : 6 . ] 

PIN - HUSTLING WOMAN - ENDURANCE 

bring ' er atall . She could have a 
neat ' ,  yo ' know , her tongue . 

(Hold it  there? ) 

3245 . She say kin take a pin an ' put it  in 
her mouth . An ' dat ' s  whut she did do to make 
a livin 1 , an ' no man could evah , yo 1 know, 
hunderd mens a night . Jes ' put a p in undah-

Yassuh . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (117 6 ) , 1 98 9 : 5 . ] 
3 246 . A p in ,  a brass p in .  You can take a brass p in - like if she - if a 

woman ' s  goin ' an ' she get after you and she want s to give yo ' a vener ' al disease , 

P IN - BRASS - HELD IN MOUTH 
CAUSES VENEREAL DISEASE 

CURED BY SWAMP ROOT = WATER LILY 

you unders tand . 
( She wants to give you a venereal disease? ) 
Yes . 
( I  unders tand . )  
She take dat p in - she ' ll take a brass p in 

when yo ' havin ' intahco ' se wit ' er .  An ' she ' ll take da t brass p in an ' she ' ll 
hold it in ' er mouth ,  see . Well , she hold it in ' er mouth . Well , all r ight . 
Af tah yo ' have yore intahco ' s e wit ' er ,  see , well nine days af tahwards , if yo ' 
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don ' t have no idea about i t , why dat thing will s tar t to run, an ' stay on if , if  
yo ' don ' t know what to do . I f  yo ' don ' t know whut t o  do to cure it , vby it j es '  
keep gittin '  worse . An ' I DON ' T  CARE NUTHIN ABOUT DOCTORS [M . D . ' s) . MEDICINE 
WILL NOT CURE IT . 

( I  see . That ' s  if she wants to give you a venereal disease . )  
Yes , if she want to g ive i t  to yo ' ,  yo ' undahs tan ' .  
(Well , ISN ' T  THERE ANY WAY YOU GET RID OF IT , if she gives it to you? ) 
Yes . Well , de way yo ' git  r id of dat , yo ' go to de woods . Yo ' go  to de woods 

or a swamp somewhere an ' yo ' git swamp Poot or de watah lily .  
(The what? ) 

De  watah lily root - s� Poot . 
(Water lily . All r ight . )  
[This is  probably the swamp lily , a white flowered lily (CPinum amePiaanum) o f  

the southern United States . ]  
swamp Poot ,  yo ' boil dat . Yo ' boil i t  down an ' yo ' take one tablespoon of 

sugar , one tablespoon of sulphur . Yo ' mix dat togethah into a quart of watah . Yo ' 
take three tablespoonsful a day . Before each meal yo ' take a tablespoonful . 
Dat ' ll cure it . But not wit ' out some swamp Poot .  Somepin ah ' ll do it  wit , it ' ll 
nevah not cure it . DOCTORS SHOOTIN ' AN ' ALL DAT KIN ' A  SHOTS WILL NOT GIT RID OF 
IT , AN '  I HAD IT . SO MANY PERSONS A DAY IN TOWN DAT DIES FROM DAT GOIN ' TUH HOS
PITALS AN ' NEVAH BE ' S  CURED . YO ' GOTA GIT SOME MAN OUTA DE WOOD S , OR SOME MAN TO 
GIT SOMEPIN OUTA DE GROUN ' TO CURE DAT . [New Orleans , La . ,  (831) , 1237 : 2 . ]  

3247 . Say fuh nins tan ' [ ins tance] , if mah husban ' had some o thah woman dat 
he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' wit an ' won ' do de r ight thin ' , s tay shet [ shut ]  at home . In 

havin ' dealin ' wit ' fm , ah kin git a towel 
P INNED - NOT TIED - WEAR 16 DAYS dat ' s  long enough tub reach aroun ' me , an ' 

r ight in de middle of dat towel ah kin use it  
on ' im [ wipe him] , an ' den p in i t  aroun ' me , an ' wear it  fer sixteen days . Dat 
will break dat othah place up [break up the af fair with the o ther woman] . 

(Wear it for sixteen days , then what do you do with it? ) 
Den yo ' wash i t  af tah yo ' wear it  de sixteen days . But chew have tub wear dat 

aroun ' j ew .  [Memphis ,  Tenn. , (1529a) , 2 7 35 : 9 . ] 
3 248 . Jes ' lak mah wife figures dat ah ' m  mes sin '  wit anothah woman an ' she 

wants tub stop me . She ' ll go ahead when we done have connec t ion an ' she ' ll take 
an ' wipe me when ah - den she ' ll take de rag , an ' take de rag 

POCKET - WORN IN an ' wear it in ' er pocket . An ' when ah go t o  anothah woman , 
j es '  lak ah go t o  anothah woman, ah would nevah have any natuPe 

fo ' de othah woman . Ah would have no natuPe fo ' no woman but mah ole lady , or if 
dis wuz mah woman - sompin lak dat . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1311) , 2223 : 6 . ] 

3249 . Dis here is  one way . Dey tell me yo ' send a man off , too . Say yo ' go 
to wor k  an ' if a woman wanta git a man of f in da t respec t ,  why yo ' go to work an ' 
yo ' fool wit one ano thah , yo ' know. She won ' t wipe wit de same cloth he wipe wit . 

She wipes ' im off  yo ' know . Den she ' ll take dat an ' tack it  
RAILROAD - BOXCAR or somepin lak dat - yo ' know , sew it  up in a cloth an ' den 

go to de railroad track or somepin lak dat wit a boxcar open 
or somepin lak dat , an ' throw it in der e .  An ' dey tell me he ' ll drive along 
somewhere ,  cuz lot sa t ime dey take a boxcar , yo ' know , an ' dey carry it off - put 
it on some diff ' ren track . Maybe dey carry it to de Mis sissippi valley some
wheres or nothah befo ' dey evah lose it . An ' dey go o ff wanderin ' .  [ S t .  Peter s-

burg , Fla . , (1021) , 1652 : 1 . ] 
RED - HANDKERCHIEF 3250 . If a man wants tub fi:x; a woman so she can ' t have any

thin ' tub do wit anybody else . At de t ime da t dey have f in
ished it , dey said if he uses a red pocket han 1 cheff an ' cleans de woman an ' den 
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he folds it  an ' wear i t  in de bo t tom of  ' is sho e ,  he ' d  have dis woman fized so 
she won ' t be ab le tub go out wit anybody else . 

(He wears it in h is sho e .  Either shoe? ) 
Yeah , either shoe . [ Folding is a confining rite like tying a kno t . ] [ Fayette

ville , N .  Car . , (1426) , 2573 : 4 . ] 
3 251 . Yo ' kin take tha t him an ' her , yo ' know , use , an ' wrap it  up in sulphur 

an ' some sugar an ' same red onion . Take it  an ' pu ' tit [ put it ] in your pocket 
an ' wrap i t  up . Take dat clo th an ' she won ' t have any o ther use for no o ther 
man . [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 959) ,  1543 : 13 . ] 

3 25 2 .  If he i s  away from home dataway , yo ' see dose red peppah pod , split de 
peppah open an ' hull i t  out well - only one . Durin ' de times he ' s sleepin ' , yo ' 

RED PEPPER POD - ONE - SPLIT AND HULL 
ONE OF HIS PUBIC HAIRS IN - WEAR 

take de scissors an ' cut a little piece 
of hair off of dat , way down below . Put 
it in dat peppah , sew it up in a little 
band , an ' wear it  aroun ' yore waist dat 

way . She may talk to men but huh mind 
[ New Orleans , La • • (816) , 1158 : 1 . ] 

will have no dealin ' s wit ' em, yo ' see . 

3 253 . Well , ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do tub break a man up wit a woman . Yo ' 
buy a bran ' -new pocket han ' chuf , if yo ' wanta break up ' im from intahco ' s e wit 
' er .  Take yo ' a bran ' -new pocket han ' chuff an ' have intahco ' se wit ' im . See , 

RED PEPPER - 9 PODS OF DRIED FINGER PEPPERS - SALT 
ROLL TO YOU IN HANDKERCHIEF U SED AS BEDCLOTH 

REVERSE ROLLIBG BY TURNING - 3 ROLLINGS AND FOLD 
BURN AT MIDNIGHT IN FIREPLACE OR STOVE 

BE SILENT - TELL NO ONE - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

ketch it [ semen] all in dis 
new pocket han ' chuff an ' 
take it home wit chew . Yo ' 
take dat han ' chuff j i s '  lak 
dis [ demons trates ] an ' roll 
dis to yo ' . See dis , e� 
time . Yo ' turn i t  roun ' an ' 

yo ' roll it right back to yo ' .  Den yo ' turn an ' yo ' roll it ag ' in .  Fold i t  up , 
see . Take yo ' nine pods of red peppah [ 9  dried fingeP peppers - ho t peppers ] an ' 
put it on dere an ' two spoonsfulla table salt . Dig yo ' a hole in de fiahplace or 
cookin ' stove . Do dis at twelve a ' clock in de night , zackly twelve , an ' don ' t 
talk tub nobody, be by yo ' self . Dig dat ho le an ' put i t  in dere . An ' whosomevah 
build a f ire - yo ' don ' have tub build no fiah [ if there is a fire , use it ; if 
no t ]  build a fiah dere an ' burn dat up an ' don ' t even look back , an ' if yo ' don ' t 
do whut chew wan ' a do 1 dat ' s yorn [man or woman] . 

Ah had a man ah wuz re' lly crazy about . Ah re ' lly loved ' im an ' he done rid
ded [got rid of me ]  me fo ' ano thah woman . A Mistah John Cook [Mistah indicates 
a white doctoP ] , ah nevah will fo ' git , he tole me j is '  whut tub do an ' ah tried 
it . Ah thought he wuz j is '  lyin ' . So ah went home an ' ah tried it . He quit 
dis woman . He moved up dere wit �iz Wallace . He worked fo ' dem [Wallace family ] 
a long time in de garden . He said , "Honey , ah j is ' don '  feel satisfied if ah 
ain ' t wit chew . " An ' ah went off  an ' left ' im mahself , come ovah heah [ to L ittle 
Rock] . He lef ' [ the Wallace family ] an ' he come home tub me [ followed me to Lit
tle Rock] an ' he s tayed dere . [ Little Rock , Ark . , ( 00) , 1461 : 3 . ] 

3 254 . Dey tell me if yo ' git chew a new piece o f  homespun an ' use fo ' him tub 
wipe wit , af tah dem be togethah. Take dat piece of  homespun an ' roll it  up tight, 

ROLL UP - NEW HOMESPUN - OVER DOOR OR DARK PLACE 
an ' take i t  an ' put it up ovah 
de do ' or in some dark place , 
somepin o thah. Dat ' ll bring 

' im in - make him come back . He 
back if he ' s  in New Orleans den . 

3255 . (Do they get i t  out of 
difference? ) 

can ' t have nobody but chew . Say he would come 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1404 ) , 2527 : 5 . ]  

any particular track , or doesn ' t it make any 
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No 1 it don ' make any diff ' rence j is '  
undahstan ' .  See 1 right in de hallah of 

since it de hallah of dey track 1 yo ' 
dey track . Dey take dat dirt1  yo ' undah

ROLLER OF BED - PUT TRACK IN HOLLOW OF - SLEEP ON 
stan ' an ' wrap it up in a rag . 
see . Take dat rag . if yo ' 
take it out a girl ' s  track 1 

yo ' take it to  yore home 1 yo ' undahs tan 1 1  
rollah . 

an ' put dat rag up undah de baid in de 

(You take the roller out and put it up in that hole and put the roller back? ) 
Dat ' s  it 1 an ' dat girl won '  take nobody else 1 have nuthin tuh do wit inter ' 

co ' se atall . [ Bed leg 1 roller not ment ioned 1 will b e  found later under margin 
t itle UNDERWEAR . J [ Wilson 1 N .  Car . 1 (148 7 ) 1 2661 : 2 . ] 

3 2 5 6 . Jes ' lak yore ole man is about tuh g it away from yo ' 1 yo ' git a new 
piece of white cloth an ' j es '  lak yo ' know 1 yo ' use a towel at night 1 an ' in

SEW TO YOU NEW WHITE CLOTH USED 9 DAYS 
AFTER COVERING WITH SUGAR AND FOLDING TO YOU 
TURN - AGAIN SEW TO YOU - LET HIM SLEEP ON IT 

stead of usin ' dat 1 yo ' use dat 
cloth fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Jes ' 
whenevah 1 yo ' know 1 yo ' have any 
deal in ' s wit 1 fm 1 yo ' use dat 
cloth . If yo ' want it tuh be 

nine days 1 yo ' kin . An ' den yo ' take it  aftah de ninth day an ' yo ' use it . Well 
den yo ' take some sugah an ' spread it out an ' put it in dis new clo th an ' yo ' 
fold it to yo 1 an ' den yo 1 sew it [ to you ] an 1 then yo 1 carry [ turn] it dis-
away an ' bring it back [ to you ] disaway an ' sew it . An ' den de p lace he sleeps 
on 1 de side he sleep on 1 yo ' put dat new cloth an ' dat sugah an ' that othah stutf 
into it 1 r ight where he lays . 

(You roll that to you and then you fold the ends together? ) 
Yessuh 1 always br ing it to  yo ' 1 don ' nevah go ' way from yo 1 1  an ' j es '  fold it 

always to yo ' 1 an ' when yo ' sew1  sew it to yo ' .  An ' yo ' j es '  let it stay right 
on de side where he sleeps on . Jes ' cut de mattress an ' put it in dere an ' let 
it stay right on de side where he sleeps on . [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (152 7 ) 1 2 7 26 : 9 . ] 

3 2 5 7 . Of co ' se I don ' t believe in it now 1 I ' m gonna t ell yo ' de troof 1 but I 
heard a girl said [ and ] men said . To keep yo ' from havin ' any intahco ' se wit 
womenfolks . dat chuh wife or yore girl frien 1 1 whoevah dey might b e 1  kin take a 

SEW - NEW NEEDLE - NEW THREAD 
part of yore undahweah 1  see d e  part dat be down 
nex ' to yore privates . Dey take da t an ' . yo ' 
know 1 git some yore - I don ' t  know wha ' choo 

call it 1 yo ' know j is '  lak when it comes aftah yo ' havin ' intahco ' se wit de girls 1 
see . Well 1 dey kin take a clean piece of homespun - no t have nuthin on it 1 j is '  
clean homespun - an ' take it 1 yo ' know1 an ' dey ' ll wipe demselves wit it 1 see . 
An ' den take de part of yore undahweah where he had it 1 an ' put it all in de 
same p iece an ' sew it up wit a bran ' -new needle an ' some new thread an ' weah it . 
Dey weah it 1 yo ' know1 in dey [ he doesn ' t know the name here either ] . An ' dey 
say 1 den yo ' can ' t ra ise no mo ' nature fo ' no othah woman out side dem . I know 
two or three boys cain ' t even do it 1 nuthin at all . Cain ' t do nuthin only wid 
de ole lady - de wife . [ Wilmington. N .  Car • •  (262) 1 182 : 1+85 . ]  

SEXUAL ENDURANCE - BLOOMERS OR TEDDIES OVER HEAD OF BED 
3 2 58 . [ This margin 
title SEXUAL ENDURANCE 
is placed here merely 

to call attention to the fact that . b ecause of comparative scarcity . I have had 
to scatter a number of sexual endurance rites among those of SEXUAL IMPOTENC E . ] 

For to have endurance with a woman during sexual intercourse :  If she will 
hang a pair of her bloomers or t eddies . either one 1 over the head o f  the bed -
over your head 1 too - your endurance will last indefinitely . [Predricksburg 1 
Va . 1 by Ediphone 1 meaning I repeated informant ' s  words into speaking tube . ]  
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3259 . Well , if dis man have any - if he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' an ' if he have any 
dealin ' wit dis woman , she [wife]  could take dat piece he use , yo ' see , an ' put 

SHAKE 3 DAYS MAN ' S  BOTTLED NATURE 
SLEPT ON BY HIM 3 NIGHTS 

it in some lukewarm watah an ' it  would clab
bah j is '  lak but tahmilk . An ' she puts i t  in 
a pint bottle . Yo ' know, put dis watah in-a 
pint bot tle an ' let ' im sleep on it  three 

nights an ' shake it  up each night he sleep on it . An ' well , he cain ' t have 
nuthin tuh do wit no o thah woman . He cain ' t do dat . 

(Who does this now? The wife does that? ) 
De wife do ' s  i t . 
(When he has connection with her , then she does it . Then he won ' t have any 

dealings with any other woman. ) 
See , she have tuh use it . When he gits through , she shouldn ' t  git  through . 

See , j is '  let ' im  git through , an ' den she wipe , yo ' know dis rag whut he use 
it . Well , den she take it an ' put it  in some lukewarm watah an ' it ' ll clabbah , 
an ' den she put s i t  in a pint bot tle an ' den let ' im sleep on it  three nights .  
Put it in de bed where he cain ' t see i t  - yo ' know , all unknown tuh him , an ' let 
' im sleep on it  three nights ,  an ' den shake it  up each mawnin ' an ' sleep on it , 
an ' it ain ' t no woman he kin have . 

(What would she do with that bo t t le after he sleeps on it three days ? )  
She has dat bot tle , keeps dat bottle . She kin bury i t  in d e  ground , but it 

ain ' t nuthin he kin do . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , (about 885) , 146 0 : 7 . ] 
326 0 .  He kin take dat inside sole of  ' er shoe . Yo ' know de p iece inside . 

Take de inside outa her shoe , take her right one , an ' he kin put on dere , wr ite 

SHOE - HER INSOLE - WRITE INCANTATION ON 
WRAP IN RAG - WIPE HER - KEEP 

on dere , an ' take j is '  lak he gittin '  
' is han ' skuff or somep in or a piece of  
rag , a small piece of  rag , an ' make 
lak he ' s  wip ing , an ' wipe her . An ' 

wrap dat all up tuhgethah . But he writin '  on it [ before wrapp ing everything up 
he has writ ten on the insole ] , say , I don ' t  want no man to take he:ro away [:room 
me - an ' have her name down - an ' give me no t:rooub le about it . An ' he keep dat 
so she won ' t put ' er han ' on it . Well , kin no man take her away from ' im .  [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (971) , 1572 : 7 . ] 

3261 . [AS YOU KNOW, THE READER WHO HAS MORE THAN DIPPED INTO HOODOO , I AM 
FREQUENTLY USED AS A GUINEA PIG . THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLE I S  A L ITTLE UNUSUAL ! ]  

I will tell yo ' - of co ' se yo ' could - maybe if yo ' have to - now, yo ' know 
what yo ' do? I t ' s  a sure sign - yo ' could try it . Now, lak if me [ a  man] an ' 

SHOE - BEDCLOTH WORN IN 
yo ' wus a woman - lis ten good ! - yo ' an ' me lie in de 
bed an ' go to bed . Now, well , yo ' know she ' d  use de 
hair . Soak it in watah . Well , she give yo ' one rag 

an ' he take one . Well , while yo ' [who ? ] .  Yo ' undahstan ' ,  don ' chew [ the woman ] 
wipe wit dat , undahstan' . Listen good ! Yo ' wipe wit de one what yo ' have . 

(Well , what would she use then? ) 
No , what you use . 
( I  see . [ I  see that I am s till the guinea pig . ] )  
An ' yo ' cut a piece out right dere an ' wear dat in yore shoe . I betcha she 

do dat evah day . 
(I see - that ' s  to hold her [ or him] . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 724 ) , 9 91 : 11 . ] 
326 2 .  An ' den [ in]  o thah words , let 'im have a intahco 'se  wit ' e:ro an ' s he 

no t  have an ' inte:roao ' se wit him. An ' take dat rag whut wuz used an ' stick it in 

SHOE - BEDCLOTH WORN IN TOE OF 
de toes of her shoes an ' she ha s ' im loaked dat 
way [he cannot have ano ther woman ] . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1544 ) , 27 94 : 14 . ] 
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326 3 .  (What do they do? ) 
He ' d  have dealin ' s  wit ' er - j is '  take a p iece of lint co t ton . 
(Lint ? ) 
Lint . 
(A p iece of lint co t ton , yes . )  

2 3 7 5  

[Lint ao tton years ago used t o  be raw cot ton after it  was ginned - seeds re
moved by a co t ton gin . ] 

An ' j is '  use it . An ' 
de big toe an ' dat o thah 

he ' ll git dat , yo ' know , an ' take i t  an ' put it ' tween 
toe an ' put ' is sock on ovah it . An ' as long as be 

SHOE - BEDCLOTH WORN NEXT TO 
BIG TOE UNDER SOCK 

wears dat dere , she can ' t have no o ther man. 
(Where? ) 
Put i t  between dem two toes . 
(Oh ! then he wears his sock over lint co t ton [used 

a s  bedclo th]  between his big t o e  and that o ther toe . Which foot ?  Or both feet? ) 
This here foot [ demons trates ] .  
(Right hand . )  

Ary [ either ] one . 
(Either foo t . ) 
Yes , sir ,  eithah foo t . 
( I  see . ) 
' Tween de big toe an ' d e  next toe to dat , ' tween ' em  like dat . 
(I  see .  And that will keep other men away? ) 
Yes sir . No sir ,  dat won ' t keep ' em away , but dat will keep ' er from playin ' 

wit o thah men . She can ' t have ano thah man . 
(I  s ee . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (538 ) , 1009 : 13 . ] 
3264 . [You ] kin take a new han ' chuf f an ' put it  in a man ' s left-foot shoe an ' 

let it s tay dere all night long af tah yo ' done had somepin tub do wit ' im .  Yo ' 

SHOE - NEW HANDKERCHI EF AS BEDCLOTH - IN MAN ' S  LEFT 
REMOVE BEFORE MORNING - LATER BURY UNDER HOUSE 

u se dat han ' chuf f  an ' put 
it  in ' is lef t-foo t shoe,  

' s ee , an ' he  cain ' t fool wit 
nobody but chew.  

(Well , he  would find that handkerchief in 
No  sir , yo ' suppo sed tub take it  out . 
(You get up before he f inds it? ) 

the shoe,  wouldn ' t  he? ) 

Why certainly . A new han ' chuff dat ' s  nevah been used fo ' anythin ' but de 
bus iness . 

(What will you do with the handkerchief then? ) 
Bear [bury ] it . 
(Where? ) 
Put it undah d e  hous e .  Oat make him always wanta b e  comin ' d ere . He won' t 

fool wit nobody an ' bring de money home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (941 ) , 1523 : 9 . ]  
3265 . You can take a dime , a silver dime , an ' put it underneath your tongue 

when you ' re on top of a woman, and keep that dime under your tongue all the tt.e 
[ during intercours e ] , and she ' ll have no nature for any o ther man1 aDd DO .an can 

SILVER DIME - UNDER THE TONGUE 
raise a head for her . 
[ I  would say the preceding word head is rare in 
HOODOO , heart or hard being the ca..on ter.. 

But I was not collec t ing sexual language ,  merely recording speech as it ca.e .  
[ Fredricksburg , Va . ,  No . OO ,  b y  Ediphone . ] 

3266 . To give a man a diseas e ,  she kin take an ' hol e  [hold] a silvab dtme in 
' er mouth. See,  she take an ' hole a silvah dime in ' er mouth. She take de wax 
out o f  ' er years [ ears ] an ' when she go to  fool aroun ' wit yoreself [with a man] 
yo ' undahs tan ' ,  she kin put dat on de head of i t , if abe gits a chance to do it -
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she put dat on de head o f  it , yo ' see . Now,  when yo ' go to have any connections 
wit ' er ,  yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' when yo ' go to discharge , she ' s got dat dime in de 

SILVER D IME  IN HER MOuTH 
ASSISTED BY EAR WAX 

GIVES MAN VENEREAL DISEASES 

cornah of ' er mouth . An ' when yo ' go es to dis
charge , she put it in de roof of ' er mouth .  She 
ho le it in de roof of ' er mouth an ' dat ' s  goin '  to 
stra in yo ' ,  see . It ' ll strain yo ' an ' by strainin' 
�. dis here wax what she ' d  taken outa her year s 

an ' put on yo ' ,  yo ' see , da t ' s  goin 1 to burn . Dat burn , dat make yo ' tendah der� 
dat ' s  goin ' to give yo ' a cut , see . An 1 den dat strain yo ' in de back an ' when 
yo ' git through , when yo ' git up from dere , de nex ' mawnin ' when yo ' look at yore
self , yo ' go t  what yo ' call a ale[t . Yo ' see , yo ' go t a ale[t . An ' den from a 
ale[t it ' ll turn into maybe a shingle. An ' dat ' ll cause maybe f er yo ' to be op
erated on . If yo ' let it run, come t oo bad , dey might have to operate on yo ' .  
She give it to yo ' dataway . An ' de shankle is de worst disea se da t a per son kin 
�. excusin ' de pox. See? Well , den yo ' kin git de pox off o f  de same thin ' . 

(That same way? That same woman? )  
Yes , sir . 
(What do they use to get rid of those thing s ? ) 

Well , now , if she wuz givin ' yo ' anythin ' of dat sor t - shankle , or pox or 
somep in of da t sort , yo ' git yo ' some of dis bPown heaZin ' powdah , dey call it . 
[ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 3 2 ) , 1 2 52 : 1 . ] 

3267 . You ho ld a silver d ime in your mouth and when a man is discharg in , yo ' 
hold that dime on him , an ' he ' ll take the a Zaps . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (851) , 
1 3 19 : 5 . ]  

3268 . This i s  so , I done tried that myself . If you wan ' a  be wit a woman an ' 
don ' t  wan ' a  discharge so quick , yo ' take a dime ,  j is '  put a dime in your mouth 

SILVER D IME IN MOUTH FOR ENDURANCE 
an ' hold it underneath your tongue ther e ,  
an ' yo ' kin screw tha t  woman I reckon about 
two or three times a s  long a s  you would if 

you didn ' t have it . Dong if yo ' can ' t whip ' er a lmo s ' to death . [ Richmond Va . ,  

SILVER DIME UNDER WOMAN ' S  TONGUE 
OR NEEDLE IN HER MOUTH 

BRINGS MAN QUICKLY 

( 343) , 286 : 2+85 . ]  
3 2 6 9 . Wal �  ah heard if yo ' wanted ' im tuh 
come right quick , j es '  put it undah yore 
tongue . 
(What would you put under there? ) 

A dime , yes sir , or either a needle . Yo ' kin put a needle in yore mouth [ ! ! ! ] .  
(Well , that isn ' t the way I heard it . )  [ I  wa s  thinking o f  endurance rites 

for men . ] [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1081) , 1 7 50 : 1 2 . ] 
3270 . A man kin take de piece of his - when he through wit ' er ,  he kin take 

dat piece an ' tote it in ' is pocket an ' wrap it up wit a silvah dime an ' she 
won ' t have no o thah man but ' im  as long as he tote da t piece . 

SILVER DIME CARRIED IN HI S POCKET AFTER 
WRAPPING IT IN PIECE OF BEDCLOTH HE USED 

(Wha t piece is he go ing to tote with 
him? ) 
De piece da t he use yo ' know , when 
dey have intahco ' se wi t one anothah . 

He steal one of do se pieces an ' put 
(You mean what they wipe with? ) 

a silvah dime in dere . 

Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (947 ) , 1527 : 10 . ] 
327 1 .  Well , when a man is runnin ' aroun ' , yo ' a sk ' im  fo ' a silvah dime . He 

[ does no t ]  give yo ' a silvah d ime an ' he gives yo ' two nickels .  Well , yo ' know, 
[ say ] , " Oh l  honey , ah don ' t want dis becuz ah don ' t want it aroun ' . "  Or somepin 
lak dat . Give him some kinda story in ordah to git a silvah dime from ' im .  

Well , yo ' takes a dime o f  yore own, g o  t o  de drug store o r  any store dat sell s 
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Hearts Co Zogne an ' g i t  chew a bottle o f  Hearts Co Zogne . Git chew a piece of 
white cotton , j es '  enough to covah a d ime .  Den go wa sh out a j ar ,  yo ' know, a 

SILVER DIME - WOMAN ASKS MAN FOR 
va sel ine j ar da t ' s  large enough . Whenevah a t  
night de man have intahco ' se wit de woman ,  
well he kin take [ the cloth] , o r  she rathah 

it [ cloth] be [ a t ]  de woman ' s s ide . Mo st mens take f ir s t  but in [ this cas e ]  a 
woman must take f irst . She takes d is cot ton an 1 j es 1 gits - j es '  sodge [massage] 
it in dat , see . Fold it ovah d i s  d ime an ' drops it in de bot tom o f  dis lit tle 
glass j ar .  Den po ' s  de Hearts Co Zogne ovah it [ cloth] an ' t ighten it [ j a r ]  up 
t ight , an ' d en set ins ide in de clo thet . Or if a man, he kin do lak da t .  He 
kin keep it in ' is pocket j es '  in ordah where nobody won ' t  see where - where she 
won ' t  see it . Dat will keep ' im  where he won ' t  go out any mo ' .  

(How many d imes do you use , j ust the one or two ? )  
Jes ' � ·  but when yo ' see it ' s  dryin ' out , why yo ' j es '  renew it wit Hearts 

Co Zogne , da t ' s  all . Den j es '  massage it ovah ag ' in an ' use de Hearts Co Zogne. 
[ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1031) 1 1698 : 6 . ] 

3 2 7 2 . If yo ' have a man an ' he don ' t give yo ' money lak he should , yo ' buy 
yo ' s  a bran ' -new pocket han ' schuf f an ' yo ' s  fool wit ' im  when yo ' use him an ' 

SILVER QUARTER WORN IN SHOE AFTER FOLDING COIN TO YOU 
IN PIECE FROM NEW HANDKERCHIEF USED AS BEDCLOTH 

have a intahco ' se an ' 
yo ' take de pocket han ' 
schuf f an ' put a s ilvah 
qua tah in de pocket han ' 

schuf f . Fold de pocket han ' schuff to yo ' 
han ' schuff to yo ' an ' weah i t  in de sho e ,  
give yo ' his money . 

- lay it in der e  an ' fold de pocket 
an ' he kin be mean to yo ' but he ' ll 

(You wear that in either shoe? ) 
Eithah sho e ,  it don ' t  make any d if f ' rence . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 94 7 ) 1 1 5 2 7 : 11 . ] 
3 2 7 3 . Ef anybody git connec ted wit ' is wif e ,  he git a snakeshed an ' he ' ll 

consult [ advise] 1 is wife befo ' leavin ' .  Tell ' er to be nice an ' evahthin ' 
whilst he ' s  gone . He say , "Now e f  yo ' do enythin ' ah 'm go in '  ketchuh . "  Well , 

he go ketch ' im a - he ' ll do dis befo ' he goes - he go an ' 
SNAKESHED IN BOTTLE git ' im one dose dry snakeshed , an ' he take a bottle an ' 

WITH WHISKEY he take d e  top out of it  an ' he takes de snakeshed by de 
mouth lak dat an ' it go right dere an ' it  go down in d e  

bottle [demonstrates ] . 
[ I  describe informant ' s  act ions . ]  
(Then he would let the snake [ shed ] go round [ in ]  the bottle . And snake will 

twirl around , twist around [ in] it . )  
Y eah , it will go d is way [ d emonstra t es ] , j es '  lak da t ,  till it gits all de 

snakeshed in der e .  Den he ' ll put whiskey on da t snakeshed [feeding the spirit 
in this hand , see p . 57 8 ] , an ' da t night befo ' he goes away or da t day befo ' be 
go es away , he will have communica t ion wit ' is wif e . Well , he will brush ' er  wit 
da t whiskey - he ' d  wa sh hisself in it [ snakeshed whiskey ] befo ' he cm-m•nicate 
wit ' er an ' it stick to her . 

[HERE WE HAVE THE OLD THEME OF A SNAKE OR A DRAGON GUARDING TREASUllE - Fafner 
in Wagner ' s  opera S iegfr ied immed ia tely comes .to mind . Uninsp ired aDd lovly ez
amples will be found in HOODOO : p . ll 2 1 line 34 ; p . ll8 1 line 28 ; p . l22 , line 52 ; 
p . l2 3 , line 9 ;  etc . For Whiskey f ed to sp irits , see : 7 7 ,  p . 32 ;  p . l23 , lines 2-S ; 
etc . 1 

Whenevah she ha s anythin ' to do wit dis [ o ther ] man - have anythin' to do wit 
d i s  man - da t snake will ketch ' im , in fa ck [ fac t ]  it ' mo s t  [a!.ost] tie dem . Ah 
know da t .  Het ' ll fa sten ' im t ight , so dey can ' t git away . 

( Is ther e  anything they can do to get them apa r t ?  How would they get them 
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apar t then? ) 
Git a piece - git a hunderd pound s of  ice an ' put da t between ' em  in de  back 

an ' let it s tay at ' i s back ,  ah think it ' s  two hour s ,  an ' remove de ice [ from] 
dere an ' put i t  right ' tween ' em . Fr eeze ' em . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 
7 6 7 : 2+8 5 . ]  

32 74 . Yo ' [ a  woman] kin take a man ' s socks an ' , yo ' know , have intahco ' se wit 
' im an ' wipe ' im wit da t sock .  An ' take it an ' put it in de bo t tom of a trunk or 

SOCK AND STOCKING 
some plac e secret , an ' he nevah will leave her . Ah know about 
da t .  
A man kin take a woman ' s  s tockin ' an ' do d e  same thin ' wit i t  

[wipe with i t  and then] take an ' drive i t  down - yo ' know,  take a s tahb [ s take ]  
an ' dr ive it [ stocking ] down in de ground an ' she nevah will qui t ' im .  

(Well , what does h e  do with that - the woman ' �  stocking ? ) 
He takes de woman ' s stockin ' an ' do dat - yo '  know , use j es '  lak yo ' usin ' 

a clo th an ' wipe wit i t . 
(Himself or her? ) 
Either one - himself , wipe wit it yo ' know, unbeknownst to her . [ Waycro ss , 

Ga . ,  (1093) , 1761 : 3 . 1 
3 2 7 5 . [Ah] broke up a man an ' ' is wife .  
(Tell me the whole story . )  
How ah did it?  
(Yes . )  

she messed wit a man o f  mine , Well , de reason ah ' d  taken a min ' tuh do it , 
an ' ' er husban ' wus away [ in the army ] . Durin ' de t ime when dey go t bonus [ World 

SP IT 3 TIMES INTO A GLASS OF WATER • • •  
AH JES ' MADE LAK AH CARED MO ' FO ' HIM 

DAN GABRIEL DID DAT TRUMPET HE 'S  GON 'A BLOW ON JUDGMENT DAY 

War I ]  he come back . 
An ' ah star ted go in ' 
wit ' im .  She star t
ed runnin ' roun ' fo ' 
tuh ' rest [arrest ] 

me - put me in jail . Ah wus workin ' fo ' de law durin ' de time [ she wa s working 
in j ail ] . Well , ah j es '  put in de tiaket . Den aftah she made me pay a fine . 
An ' ah would take ' im off an ' ah would buy thin ' s fo ' him .  Ah would give ' im  
money . AH JES ' MADE LAK AH CARED MO ' FO' HIM DAN GABRIEL DID DAT TRUMPET HE ' S  
GON ' A  BLOW ON JUDGMENT DAY . Ah ' d  do anythin ' in de wor l '  da t he ' d  ast me tuh do 
an ' dat he didn ' t ast me tuh do . Well , ah j es '  gained love wit ' im .  Ah didn ' t 
s top ' im. Den ah told ' im to go tell ' er da t he didn ' t wanta take me up den ,  
an ' tell ' er dat he didn ' t wanta right befo ' mah fac e .  Well , he did . Dat wa s 
co ld blood on gen ' ral principles .  Dat wus nuthin , j es '  lak witchcraft fo ' money. 
But dat wus es ' cold-blooded . But if ah hada done it [ retaliated ] ah woulda 

here is what I could have done ] : 
Ah ' d  have taken a string an ' mea sured ' im an ' tied nine kno t s  in it an ' � 

it roun ' mah waist an ' he couldn ' ta have nuthin to done wit ' er tuh save his life. 
He woulda had tuh go wit me . If ah couldn ' ta go t ' im  in gen ' ral principles , ah 
knowed whut ah could git ' im wit . 

Why ah coulda took a snail - yo ' ve seen do se snails .  Yo ' kin take a snail an ' 
break de shell , break ' em  in yore han ' , an ' wipe de man down [wiping down is a 
magic rite] wit it an ' he can ' t have nuthin tuh do wit nobody but chew . 

Yo ' kin spit three times in a glass of watah an ' give him tuh dr ink an ' he 
can ' t have no love fo ' nobody but chew . Dat ' ll break up a man an ' a woman quick
ah den anythin ' .  

WHY DESE WHITE PEOPLE WHUT RAISED ME ,  A WHITE WOMAN BROKE UP ' IM AN ' ' IS WIFE 
DE SAME WAY . AH SAW WHEN SHE DID IT . SHE ' D  TAKEN DE DIRT OUT FROM UNDAH HUH 
FINGAHNAIL S AN '  SHE CUT 'EM . SHE PUT IT IN DAT GLASS OF WATAH AN ' SHE SP IT THREE 
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TIME S  I N  IT , an ' she carried i t  to Mr . H . D .  [ name in original .. m•acript ] .  He 
wus in de bed sick down heah at 000 Teaboe [ Thibault? ] [address in original manu
script ] . SHE CARRIED IT TO HIM TO DRINK . HIS WIFE WUS SICK IN DE HOSPITAL , AN '  
WHEN ' I S WIFE COME OUT , HE DIDN ' T  PAY HER NO MO ' ' TENTION DEN HE D m  ME - AB '  AH 
WUS A NIGGAH. He ' s  wit dis woman in Miami now - married . Daisy B.  [ last na.e in 
original manuscript] . He sent ' er to de south. [ Notice that informant of Georgia 
calls Miami de south. ] [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1140 ) , 1858 : 2 . ] 

3276 . I know anothah remedy , would s top ' im .  I ' ll take a knif e or fork an '  
go t o  bed an ' he ' ll tell me , he say , "Come on,  let ' s  give a piece . "  But I say , 

" I  don ' t f eel lak it . "  I feel bad or somepin . He ' ll 
STEEL - FORK OR KNIFE star t to fussin ' . I ' ll get up an ' I go get me a fork 

dat yo ' eat wit . I take dat fork an ' I plac e it  right 
back here in my back , an1 I lay down on it . When he get ready to go wit me , 
when he get right der e ,  he gona fall - fall . Dat fork , de way I ' ve go t da t fork , 
I ' ve got da t fork stickin ' de  point towards mah head . But I ' m layin ' down right 
here - yo ' see , right in dere [demonstrates ] .  

( In the hollow of your back? ) 
In de hallah of mah back . So , he can ' t raise no hea�t . He ' ll have one when 

he git ready to go der e ,  but he won ' t - he can ' t put it  in , he ' ll go fall evah 
time . [New Orleans , La . ,  (826a ) , 1208 : 3 . ] 

3 2 7 7 . Sech as , yo ' know , havin ' a intahco ' se wit a man - yo ' know , yo ' wanta 
keep ' im  an ' have ' im tuh bring all ' is money home lak dat . Yo ' have a intah

co ' se wit ' im . Yo ' git some brown sugah,  yo ' know, an ' put it 
SUGAR - BROWN up lak yo ' s  goin ' take a douche . Yeah , put it up yo ' self , yo ' 

see . Jis ' lak yo ' goin ' have him da t night , why yo ' d  put it  up 
dat evenin ' ,  yo ' see . An ' den yo ' d  have intahco ' se wit ' im da t night . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat would make him bring all ' is money home . But yo ' d  have tuh use da t as 

often as yo ' have him , see . If yo ' d  have him twicet a week , yo ' d  have to do da t 
twicet a week . 

(You put this powdered sugar itself ? )  
Yes - no , dis gradulated [ granulated ] brown sugah - don ' t mix it wit nuthin . 

Jis ' take yore f ingah , yo ' see , an ' run as fur as yo ' kin up yo ' . 
[ SHE USES BROWN SUGAR BECAUSE : fo ' ao lo�ed [ [ per son] ] yo ' git b�own; an '  white 

[ [ person ] ] yo ' git white sugah , says Nahnee , a ma ster of color symbolism ,  p . l 3 5 1 ,  
line 2 2 . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 2 7 ) , 1510 : 10 . ] 

3 2 7 8 . Dey says dat a woman kin keep a man . Whenevah dis man be wit ' er ,  
she ' ll take one dese little six-pound sugah sacks whut dey taken sugah out of an ' 

wipe herself wit dat sugah bag . An ' den put it up ovah 
SUGAR BAG - OVERHEAD dis man ' s  haid , up in a place ovah his haid , j es '  anywhere 

j es '  behin ' dis man ' s  haid , an ' da t will git rid of ' is 
nature [ for other women] . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1497 ) , 2666 : 15 . ] 

3 2 7 9 . Den yo ' kin take ano thah woman if yo ' wanta make her love yo ' - yo ' 
see , yo ' kin have dealin ' s wit ' er .  In othah words ,  yo ' wear yore hanscuff 

roun ' yore neck all day long an ' let it  sit good 
SWEAT FROM WORK HANDKERCHIEF an ' sweaty . An ' when it git good an ' sweaty , an ' 

den yo ' have dealin ' s  wit dis woman , yo ' take da t 
hanscuff an ' wipe . An ' den yo ' take some wa tah an ' yo ' put da t hanscuff down in 
de watah an ' squeeze it out . An ' den yo ' put dat in a bottle an ' keep it in yore 
pocket all de time , an ' she ' ll come to love yo ' an ' she wouldn ' t  have no deal ings 
wit no one else . 

See , all of dem t ' ings [ thing s ]  ah have , yo ' know, sperienced [ experienced ] 
it - ah done it  mahself . 
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(This handkerchief you use to wipe b oth your self and her ? ) 
Yourself an ' her , an ' den yo ' put i t  in some water an ' den you squeeze da t 

water out . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1028 ) , 16 72 : 5 . ] 
32 80 . [ Three ingredients i s  only one of  many group s of  3 ' s in the text 

(pp . 651- 654 and elsewhere) . Blackj ack received it ' s  name from the black bark of  

THREE INGREDIENT S 
BLACKJACK - PALMETTO - TURPENTINE WEED 

the common oak QuePaus maPiZandiaa . 
Palmet to in the present case are the 
scrubby palm plant s one sees in the 
coa s tal lowland s from North Carolina 

down into Florida . Turpentine weed can be one o f  several plant s having an ac tual 
or a fancied odor of turpentine . ]  

[To ]  fix dat up to keep de mens away from dere [ his wife or woman] he ' d  go out 
in de woods an ' he ' d  git ' im - j is '  ast anybody , any of dem ole people . Dey tell 
' im right , yo '  know , right where to git dat , dem kinda roots  at . Yo ' take a 
blackj ack root - get de blackj ack root an ' a he palmet to root an ' some of dis  
' tentime [ turpentine ] weeds . Dey got some weed dey call de ' tentime weeds . An ' 
yo 1 mix dat up , yo ' under stan ' ,  an ' put i t  on yore private see , an ' let it dry . 

(You mean , you j ust mix the leaves up , themselves? ) 
Yes , j is '  take nuthin but de leaves , see . 
(You don ' t boil them, you j us t  mix the leaves up ? )  
Mix de weed s [ leaves ] up , yo ' undahs tan ' .  See , it ' ll come wit j uic e all ovah 

it . An ' mix ' em  up , put ' em  on yore private , see , an ' let it dry . Don ' t wa sh it 
off . An ' go wit yore wife , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' go ahead on out dere an ' work 
where yo ' wanta work at . Evah time a man git ready to go wi t yore wife - dey 
won ' t have it , but he ' ll get on her , yo ' undahs tan ' .  Well , he ' ll j is '  s traddle 
her an ' ' is thing will fall - he can ' t have her . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (850) , 
1316 : 2 . ]  

3 281 . 
see , like 

To keep a man away from yore wife,  yo ' git yore wife ' s undahshir t -
yo ' gain ' to leave [ town] . Yo ' git de swea t o f  ' er shirt . Yo ' take 

THREE INGREDIENTS 
CINNAMON - OIL OF CLOVER - SUGAR 

de shirt an ' yo ' wrap dis shirt up an ' carry 
it wit yo ' . See , yo ' carry dis shirt wit yo ' .  
Yo ' take it an ' make a package wit it . Undah
s tan ' ? An ' yo ' take yo ' some sugah an ' cinna

mon an ' oil  of clovah [ 3  ingredient s ] ,  yo ' see , an ' yo ' mix i t  up in dat . An ' 
yo ' put dat in dat package ,  an ' when yo ' sleep in ' yo ' sleep on da t .  An ' ah bet 
yo ' she won ' t worry ' bout no man ,  while yo ' are gone . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 2 3 ) , 
119 2 : 6 . ]  

3 28 2 .  I f  yo ' wanta be wit a woman a long t ime ,  yo ' kin plac e i t  undah yore 
tongue an ' dere nuthin she kin do . She j es '  have a f i t  den an ' yo ' j es '  continue 

TIN FOIL UNDER TONGUE 
tuh s tay dere an ' she can ' t make yo ' [ come ] , nuthin lak 
dat . 
(What kind o f  quicksilver do you mean? The silver paper 

that comes around tobacco like that - that kind o f  quicksilver ? Or do you mean 
that l iquid quicksilver? )  

Nosuh [ no t  the liquid but ] de silvah da t be roun ' a c igaret t e  package . Take 
it an ' fold it an ' put undah yore tongue . Yassuh [ yes sir ] up undah yore tongue . 
Jes ' lak if yo ' had a woman an ' yo ' wouldn ' t be sa tisfied up undah dere an ' yo ' 
still s tay dere . 

[The preceding word quiaksiZveP i s  one of  numerous examples showing that I 
am merely repeating a word used by informant before recording began . Usually I 
try by question or other means to induce informant to repeat key word or idea 
los t  in retelling part o f  rite . ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1364 ) , 2408 : 4 . ] 

3 283 . Take ' is undahweah if he ' s  runnin ' roun ' or anythin ' .  Take it an ' run 
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i t  through yore laigs three times an ' den he can ' t have no connec t ion wit no 
o thah woman an ' he ' ll s top runnin ' roun ' . 
(You run it  through your legs ? )  

2381 

THREE TIMES WOMAN RUNS 
MAN ' S  UNDERWEAR BETWEEN HER LEGS 

TOBACCO SACK 

Yeah , run i t  through yor e laigs thr ee t imes . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a ) , 2557 : 6 . ]  
3 284 . Take his aome [ semen] an ' put i t  in a 
' bacca [ tobacco ] sack an ' throw i t  up undah 

de house , 
ville , N .  

3 28 5 .  
(Yes? ) 

an ' he can ' t have nuthin tuh do wit no o thah woman but ' er .  [Fayet te
Car . , ( 14 28 ) , 2 7 7 : 16 . ] 
She gotta go where he ' s  at . 

[My (Yes? ) means informant hesitated . ]  
Well , she ' s go t ta have connection wit dis man . She gits d i s  [ hi s ]  what-cha

call-it an ' her s ,  an ' b e  sure hit ' s  gotta be a bran ' -new han ' chief or bran ' -new 

TOUCH NOT - MAGIC RITE 
clo t h .  An ' she takes dat an ' she puts sugah in an ' 
cinnamon an ' powdah [ 3  ingredients ] , an ' put dat in a 
box an ' she keep it  all de time , weah it aroun ' in ' er 

pocketbook or 
comin ' back . 

in ' er pocket . Don ' t let nobody put der e han ' s on it . An ' he ' s  

(What kind of powder did you say she put in there? ) 
Sugah . 
[ Informant probably misunder stood me . I t  would have been some kind o f  love 

powdeP. ] 
(What did she put the powder in? ) 
In a box . 
(End o f  884 and end of my work in New Orleans , La . So-so . I ' ll try to get 

out tonight on the train [ for New York City ] . )  [ Within the parenthesis I am 
speaking to the Te lediphone . That So-so had to mean I had had a tremendous ex
perience : fir s t  my wif e  and I alone about the city , and after her depar tur e ,  the 
hoodoo f ield work.  I would return to New Orleans later . ] [ New Orleans , La . , 
(884 ) , 14 58 : 3 . ]  

3 286 . Yo ' kin have a '  intahco ' se wit a woman . A woman if she wants to , she 
kin have a '  intahco ' se wit yo ' an ' whenevah yo ' go ' head , yo ' know , an ' she kin 

TREE - BURIED IN 
ketch some of it an ' take it an ' put it in a rag or sompin,  
an ' go tuh any kinda tree an ' cut a no tch an ' bury it in der e ,  
an ' close it  up , said da t chew cain ' t r i se fo ' nobody but ' er .  

[ Wilson,  N .  Car . , (1455) , 264 5 : 2 . ] 
3 287 . An ' den if yo ' wanta git  a woman , or anybody in de family , why yo ' kin 

a - de rag da t dey use , de towel rathah , an ' go in de wood s an ' bo ' a augah hole 
in a hick' ry tree an ' put it in dere , an ' stop it  tight an ' drive a peg in it 
tight , an ' dat 1 11 carry 1 em  away . 

(What did you put in that hole? ) 
De towel dat dey use . 
(After they have been together ? )  
Dat ' s  i t ,  aftah dey have been togethah . Jes ' a hole in a hick ' ry tree j es '  

about one inch an ' s top it up in dere tight , an ' drive it in dere tight . 
(What will that  do ? )  
Dat will perish ' em  away . 
(Do you mean that  monthly rag the woman has ? )  
No , de one whut dey use aftah dey git  through . 
(The one that she has wiped with? ) 
Yessuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 7 7 ) , 2445 : 9 . ] 
3 288 . Yo ' kin go to a tree where de lightnin ' struck an ' if yo ' have intah-
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co ' se wit a man ,  yo ' kin take an ' stop i t  up an ' he won ' t nevah have no mo ' 
intahco ' se wit no othah woman. 

TREE - L IGHTNING-STRUCK (Where do you s top this up ? )  
Jes ' lak yo ' use a rag or sompin , tear i t  all tuh 

p ieces an '  take a nail an ' nail it up ovah de tree . 
(In this tree that was s truck by lightning? ) 
No , he won ' nevah have anybody . 
[Answer to my ignored question i s  yes . ] [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1514) , 2681 : 12 . ]  
328 9 . Well , der e  was a woman her husban ' used t o  run around quite a bit an ' 

she couldn ' t  under s tand it , see . O therwise - yo ' know some men j es '  can ' t git 
enough tPimmin ' .  Yo ' see ,  every time yo ' see ' em , j es '  wanta go, wanta run ,  yo ' 

see . An ' so , ah don ' t 
TRIMMING : SOME MEN JES ' CAN 'T GIT ENOUGH "TRIMMING " know, some wimmin j es '  

can ' t take it [ husband run
ning about ] as much as others , an ' someone advised dis woman tuh g o  down town an ' 
buy whut chew call a new f lannel rag or something , yo ' see ;  an ' so af tah yo ' 
f inish , j es '  take an ' wip e him off  wit dis new rag , an ' he can ' t have any desire 
fo ' any o thah woman, yo ' see . He j es '  can ' t mise heaPt fo ' any othah woman, 
only f o ' dis woman . 

(Well , what did she do with that  rag? ) 
She didn ' t  do anything spec ial wit it , only she j es '  wiped him off - j es '  wipe 

him off wi t  a new rag , flannel or something . Jes ' wipe him off whenevah he git 
f inish - j es '  wipe him off an ' dat would j es '  ab solutely keep him away from othah 
wimmin. 

Ah know dis woman. Her husband j es '  didn ' t - ah don ' know , af tah he married 
dis woman he j es '  lo s t  affec t ion . In other words ,  while he wus goin ' wit her , 
he wus j es '  merely - it wus infatuation, an ' af tah he married her he wanted tuh 
leave her . Dis woman bought some steak fo ' him an ' befo ' she fried de steak , she 
took dis steak an ' pulled it between her laigs an ' den fried i t  f o '  him , an ' he 
thought it , no doub t - he thought no doub t it was de best steak he evah had in 
his life.  An ' so yo ' know she didn ' t nevah have no mo ' trouble af ter that . 

(They call i t  tPimming? ) 
Yes - yo ' know lak in diff erent sec t ions of de country - tPimmin ' ,  dey call 

it tPimmin ' down heah . 
(They call i t  trimming like trimming a stick [a  piece of lumber ] . 
Othahwise , intercoursin ' ,  yo ' know. People have different names for it in 

diff erent sec tions of the country . 
(Wha t about the eggs in connect ion with that? ) 
Well , no mo ' than maybe yo ' j es '  [ take] certain eggs an ' f ix ' em  in certain 

thing s . It will j es '  maybe give yo ' mo ' energy . [ Eggs here are believed to be 
an aphrodis iac - perhaps one of a nourishing meal . ]  

[At the end o f  informant ' s  brief interview - he did not know much about the 
mat er ial I wanted - I speak to my Telediphone : " (This man in her e ,  1389 , is  a 
school teacher . School i s  over now and he is  going t o  work for us . ) " . ] [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , ( 138 9 ) , 2490 : 7 . ]  

3 2 90 . Now yo ' take a woman , she ' ll take a man ' s natuPe dataway . She ' ll go 
to work - j es '  lak yo ' fool wit a woman . Well , now when yo ' git s through f ool

in ' wit ' er ,  she ' ll take a pi ece of ' er undahwear an ' wipe dis man 
UNDERWEAR wit it . Well , af tah she wipe him wit i t , she ' ll take i t  den an ' 

she ' ll carry it , fold it up an ' she ' ll put it undah ' er bed laig , 
Well , now she ' ll keep i t  in a secret place where nobody passes . Well , as long 
as hit da taway , she keep it da taway , he can ' t have no natuPe fo ' nobody regard-
less , but ' er .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (1097 ) , 1 7 7 2 : 7 . ] 

· 
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3291 . Wal ,  yo ' kin take yore undahclothes whut chew weah , yor e bloomahs [ for 
example ] , an ' when yo ' have intahco ' se wit ' im yo ' kin use dat . Wipe wit yor e 
bloomahs an ' put it undah de ha id o f  yore  baid , an ' wher e yo ' sleep - see,  yor e 
haid be layin ' on dat . He can ' t have nuthin to do wit no one else  but chew . 

(You have that hidden so that he can ' t  see it ? )  
Yeah, have i t  undah d e  mattress an ' see , yo ' lay on dat . [ Waycross , Ga . , 

(1078) , 1 7 46 : 6 . ] 
329 2 . An ' if a woman want s tuh tPiak a man dat way , she takes at de t ime  dat 

dey have f inished , takes ' er slip an ' cleans dis man - cleans ' im  an ' wear dat 
slip , an ' he won ' be ab le to have anythin ' else to do wit anybody . 

(Where does she wear the slip ? ) 
Undah - j es '  lak she wear it any othah time . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1426) 1 

2 5 7 3 : 5 . ] 
3293 . Yo ' take de dirty socks an ' de dirty undahwear an .' wash ' em, an ' take 

dat watah an ' put it in an air t ight containah [usually a bottle]  wit dere name 
an 1 seal it up , an ' it makes a man lose natUPe fer any othah woman excep t de  
p er son dat  put  it der e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 157 6 : 1 . ] 

3294 . All r ight , if a woman or man - if it ' s  anybody wit dere ahambeP Zye , 
j es '  lak yo ' go tuh b ed ,  well , she ain ' t  goin ' ur inate at all in dat bucket , but 

he don ' know no b ettah , see . Well , she go in ' put dat ahambeP 
URINE - BOTTLED Zye in a little bottle . Dis is anothah thin ' dat yo ' can ' t  

raise no heaPt fo ' nary [ negative form of aPy ] ' nothah [ inter
esting double negat ive] woman but de one dat ' s doin ' dat . 

Take dat ahambeP Zye an ' put it in a bottle j es '  about dat large [ demon
strates ] ,  j es '  enough not tuh f eel it in de p illah or mattr ess . But place it 
on ' is side , see . Now he can ' t go out wit no othah woman - nuthin , no satis
faction at all . [ Savannah , Ga . 1 (1252)  1 2125 : 4 . ] 

3295 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s ahambah Zye - j es '  lak mah husban ' goin ' wit dis 
woman ovah heah , an ' make him sevah [ sever ] of de woman . Yo ' take dat ahambah 
Zye an ' stop it up in a bottle an ' he can go wit me an ' nobody else . Yo ' ve got 
' im  r ight dere [ in the bottle ] - he can ' t do nuthin 1 • [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1 261 ) , 
2141 : 3 . ] 

3296 . Put ' em  in a bottle an ' stop ' em up an ' put it down in de  groun ' . Dat 
kill yo ' manhood . 

(What do you mean ki Z Z  my manhood? )  
Yo ' couldn ' t  go nowhere near ' er .  
(I  see - if they do that with my water , my ur ine . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (543) , 

67 6 : 8+85 . ]  
329 7 .  (What does she do with that ur ine then? ) 
I ' ve heard o f  ' em  gittin ' a hold o f  de ur ine . She take it from de man dat she 

wanta git in dat stage [ state ] an ' he [ does not ] b elong to any othah woman ex
c eptin ' ' er .  She take it an ' corks it into - put a few drop s of watah , ah don ' t 
know zakly [ exactly ] how much ,  an ' cork it into a bottle an ' put it where yo ' 
kin walk ovah it [ this keep ing man under her f eet ] . Some people says i t  is  
nes 1 ary [ necessary]  to have somep in else dere,  but it isn ' t nes ' ary to have mor e  
dan j es '  de ur ine . Cork it up t ight an ' put it in ' tween de mattress or undah de  
do ' step - anywhere dat chew walk ovah it . An ' as long as dat bottle is corked 
up , yo ' [ the man ] can ' t have no intahco ' se wit any othah woman excep ' ' er .  [ Jack
sonvill e ,  Fla . , (556 ) , 692 : 1+85 . ]  

3298 . By takin ' ' is ahambeP Zye an ' takin ' an ' corkin ' it up an ' carryin ' it 
off an ' buryin ' it , dat will take his nat�e ' way , see . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513) , 
2680 : 8 . ] 

3299 . She kin take a quart bottle an ' she kin take j es '  lak ' is ahambeP Zye , 
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she kin take dat an ' stop it up in a quart bottle an ' bury it about a foo t down 
in de ground anywhere , j es '  anywhere roun ' de house ,  anywhere lak dat , an ' �s 
nature will go away .  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1135) , 1847 : 1 . ]  

3300 . Dey say j es '  lak ef ah wanta a woman tub love me , well ah gits some of 
' er ahamber lye an ' put s it into a bottle,  see , an ' stop it airtight an ' put it 
somewhere in de house dere into de b ed mattress or somp in lak dat . Well , ah 
could keep ' er from messin ' wit anybody else . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1136) , 1847 : 8 . ] 

3301 . Take dat ahamber Zye an ' bottle it up an ' cause sompin bad tub happen 
tub yore bladdah . [ I  have indexed this rite here on the assumption that bladder 
trouble caused by witchcraft would in some way impair sexual potency . ]  [Memphis , 

Tenn . , ( 953) , 1539 : 3 . ] 
URINE - BOTTLED - UNDER BED 3 DAY S - BOIL 3302 . She kin take some of ' is uri

nate an ' stop it up in a bottle,  yo ' 
know,  an ' set it undahneath ' er bed fo ' three days . Af tah dat she take it out 
from underneath de bed an ' boil it . An ' den she cut ' im off from o thah women . 

[Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 7 9 ) , 107 3 : 2 . ] 
URINE - BOTTLED - UPSIDE DOWN 3303 . Yes , dat ' s  to stop ' im , yo ' see . Oat ' s  

how a man an ' wife are fas tened like dat - like 
I had a husban ' an ' he keeps runnin ' aroun ' wit diff ' ren ' women . Well , I ' d  g it 
' is watah an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it up , turn it upside down . Well , he 
couldn ' t  make connect ion wit no othah woman . 

(I  see , as long as you got that bottle . ) 
Take dat bottle an ' turn it upside down . [New Orleans , La . , (821) , 1184 : 7 . ] 
3304 . Like , say f er instanc e ,  I ' m livin ' here . I have a wife here . I ' m a 

fellow, I ' m  accustomed to g it t in '  up at night an ' urine in de night jug . Now, 
dis woman wants to - she don ' t want to  kill me or nuthin like dat . She j es '  

wants to harm me so dat 
URINE - BOTTLED - WITH NEEDLE S - UPSIDE DOWN IN CORNER she could keep me . Now, 

she ' ll take dat , dat 
urine - see , it mustn ' t b e  no watah . She ' ll take dat urine an ' she ' ll put dat 
into  a quart bottle . She ' ll put needles into dat . She ' ll stand it up on de 
head , anywhere in a cornah . It must be in a cornah so dat yo ' can ' t see it . An ' 
she ' ll have yo ' so dat yo ' can ' t  be wit anyone else but ' er .  If yo ' go to be 
wit any othah woman , yo ' can ' t do it . Yo ' gotta b e  wit ' er .  [New Orleans , La . , 

(860) , 1369 : 4 . ] 
URINE - IN DARK BOTTLE - 9 NAILS - UPS IDE DOWN IN CORNER 3305 . Dey could git 

ahold [a hold ] of yore 
ahamber Zye an ' could stop it up in a dark bottle,  yo ' know, an ' put nine nails 
in it , lak dat , an' keep it turned up on de head , an ' quite natchly [naturally ] 
dat would hurt yo ' ,  yo ' know . 

(Well , how would it hurt you? ) 
Well it could stop yo ' from makin ' watah . It would g ive yo ' pains or things 

lak dat . 
(I see . What kind of a bottle did you say you have to keep it in? ) 
Keep it in , you know , lak a beer bottle - dark bottle,  any kinda dark bottle . 
(It  wouldn ' t  do any good to put it in a white bottle,  would it ? )  
No . Yo ' would have to put it in de cornah of de house some place,  in a dark 

place yo ' know, an'  turn it up . Dat will stop yo ' from makin ' watah an ' keep 
yo ' painin ' [ hinder ing sexual potency ] . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 6 1 ) , 1044 : 6 . ]  

3306 . She kin take a man ' s watah . 
URINE - BOTTLED - SHAKEN (Take a man ' s  urine . )  

Oat ' s  right , an '  stop it up in a bottle an ' if he goes 
off from ' er ,  she kin shake it up - his own urine - he ' ll fall [his aoUPage will] 
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an ' come on home . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1206 ) , 2036 : 4 . ] 
3307 . Well , dey ' ll take dey chamber lye , so dey say , 

blood in it , nine drops . Dey ' ll put nine pins in it wit 
an ' dey ' ll put dragon ' s  
de points [up ] . Dey ' ll 
drop de heads down in 
dere, an ' nine goldeye 
needles . Den dey ' ll 
take dat , dat ' ll keep 

URINE - BOTTLED - SHAKEN 
9 DROPS DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - 9 PINS POINTED UP - 9 NEEDLES 

a man from havin ' intahco ' se wit any othah woman but de 
(The woman who does this . )  

one dat does it , see . 

De  one who does dis . She kin take up de bot tle , so she says , an ' shake it an ' 
anywhere ' s he is , he ' s  comin ' .  If he see death in front of him ,  he can ' [ can ' t ]  
prevent from comin ' . [Mob ile ,  Ala . , (695) , 943 : 7 . ] 

3308 . In othah words ,  if dis mah wife or mah girl fren ' , if she want me tub 
have her an ' nobody else , she take mah watah an ' ' er watah togethah an ' put so 

URINE - HIS AND HERS - BOTTLED 
much of her s an ' so much of his ' n  [a change from 
f irst to third per son ] - put it in a bottle an ' 
stop it up tight an ' bury . He couldn ' t  raise a 

heart fo ' nobody else but ' er .  [Florence,  S .  Car . , (1294 ) , 2195 : 5 . ] 
3309 . In othah words ,  see , j es '  if yo ' got a woman an ' yo ' an ' ' er - yo ' 

would like her , yo ' undahstan ' .  Yo ' would like dis woman an ' yo ' couldn ' t  do 
nuthin in de wor ld , yo ' undahstan ' ,  to keep dis woman . But here what you ' d  do . 

URINE HERS - HIS SEMEN BOTTLED 
Yo ' ll take dis woman an ' , yo ' know , fool aroun ' 
wit ' er ,  yo ' see , an ' you ' ll - j es '  like yo ' ll 
discharge , de man ' ll discharge , eithah one of 

' em [ it depend s upon which one wants  to hold the other ] . She take , yo ' know , an ' 
[ keep it ] her self . [ Here informant changes from man to woman . ]  Den she takes a 
rag an ' go off  an ' strap it down in a bowl , yo ' undahstan ' .  Den she won ' t  dis
charge wit it , yo ' undahstan ' .  [ I  don ' t under stand . ]  [ This b elief of hoodoo 
makes a woman into a sor t of man,  a lesser one at that . I have mentioned this 
prob lem several times in HOODOO . ]  An ' af tahwards , she j es '  take it an ' go  back 
an ' urinate ovah her self , yo ' see , [ I  mean] ovah hit [man ' s  rag ] . Den,  af tah dat 
she take it [with him and her in the rag ] an ' rinse it out an ' wash it , see . Well 
af tah she rinse it out an ' wash it out , she take some of it an ' put it down in a 
bottle , see . An ' den when she stop it  up, yo ' [man] go where yo ' want , yo ' �t 
wanta see no othah woman in de world but her , yo ' see . 

(How can a man get rid of that ? )  
Well de way I get r id of dat , b e  j es '  a-continue on - keep ' er .  [ New Orleans , 

La . , (871) , 1413 : 3 . ] 
3310 . If it ' s  ' is wife ,  he natch ' ly [ naturally ] takes de nature of ' is wife 

away from ' er for anybody but ' imself . An ' de way he would do dat , [ is ]  when 
he has intahco ' se wit ' is wife . He buy a bran ' -new piece of domestic an ' he 

URINE - BEDCLOTH - BOTTLED 
doesn ' t  use it  ' imself , he  lets ' er use it aftah 
dey 1 re f inished . An ' he has a slop j ar washed clean 
an ' see dat he don ' t use it at all . He waits an ' 

let s ' er use it . He won ' t use it . Den he takes dat urine an ' pours it in a 
fruit j ar , an ' he puts dat cloth, dat domestic dat dey use , in dere vit ' er urine . 
An ' get a rubbah , put on dat j ar an ' seal it  up t ight . An ' as lons as no air 
strikes it , she has no nature but for de one dat put dat in dat j ar .  [Memphis , 

URINE - BOTTLED - WITH GARMENT-NEAR- SKIN ASHES 
Tenn . , (973) , 1575 : 4 . ] 
3311 . Dey takes dat �hambere lye� 
yeah , from a man or woman ,  don ' 

make any diff ' rent . Dey tell me - j es '  lak ah got a wife an ' ah vanta take her 
.;;;c.;;;oura.;;;;.;;;a«.;;;e.....;;;d;.;:;o.:.:wn.;:....;;;o.;;;f.;;;f.;;;a�h-e;.::t.....;;;f.;;;o_'.....;;;a;.;;n�y-b.;;;o.;;;d.:Y.;;;s.....;;;eo;;l;.;:;s;.;:e.....;;;b.;;;u;,;t;...;;:m�e ., an ' aii""iit ' er urine an 1 stop it 
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�· Take a piece of  ' er garment dat she wears nex ' to her skin - see , make no 
diff ' rent if it  ' er stockin ' or ' er drawahs or whatsomevah it  may be . An ' yo ' 
burn da t 1  see . Yo ' burn da t anywhere so yo ' kin g it de ashes . Well , yo ' po ' 
dat into da t chamber lye an ' stop it j es '  as t ight as yo ' kin stop it 1 an ' yo ' 
stop ' er courage right dere unt il yo ' git  ready fo ' her . Den yo ' hold s ' er dere 
until yo ' g it ready to turn ' er loose,  so she can ' t have any o thah mans . She 
might try to an ' would do it 1 but it wouldn ' do her any - she would [ no t ] f ind 
any result  of  it . 

(What do you put her chamber lye in? ) 
In a bo t tle . Put dat burnin ' [ burned ] stuff [ashes ] - set it anywheres in de 

house commonly .  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (118 3 ) 1 199 6 : 1 . ]  
3312 . Heard ' em say dey would use a simple l ittle piece on dere  shir t ,  yo ' 

know, roun ' by de tail o f  ' is shirt [near pr ivates ] .  Yuh takes it  an ' dress it 
an ' wear it  de back of ' er shoes . 

URINE - USED AS DRESSING (How would she dress that? ) 

lye , yo ' know, fo ' 
(Wha t shoe does 
She wears it  in 
3 313 . Now, yo ' 

she wanta make him 

Dey tell me she dresses it  wit some of  ' er chamber 
o thah womens . 
she wear tha t in 1 both shoes ? )  
her left one . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . 1 (1007 ) 1  162 6 : 3 . ] 
kin take dis heah man havin ' a intahco ' se wit a woman . Well , 
be so da t he won ' t have no one else but ' er .  She kin take 

URINE AND SOCK HIS - HEARTS COLOGNE - VINEGAR 
REMAIN TOGETHER 3 DAYS - WITH IT SHE DRESSES HIM 

his socks an ' take it an ' git 
some of  ' is watah an ' mix it . 
An' she take his sock an ' put 
it in dere 1 wad it in dere . 

An ' when he g its ' sleep at night she take an ' rub - rub ' is thing wit dat sock 
an ' he can ' t have no intahco ' se wit no one but ' er .  

(Use either sock? ) 
Eithah sock - take ary [ either ] one of ' is socks . 
(Does she rub i t  any particular way? ) 
[ Informant does no t unders tand my question and evidently does not know. ] 
Put i t  in da t chambah �tah an ' let it s tay in dere three days . She take it  

out  an ' she put  some Hearts Co logne on it an ' vinegar . An ' she take it  when he 
sleep a t  night an ' she rub it  on 1 im 1 rub it on ' is pr ivate . Dat ' ll ga in ' im . 
When he put de sock back on1  he can ' t have no one but ' er .  [ Brunswick, Ga . 1 
(118 8 ) . 2003 : 2 . ] 

3314 . An ' den I ' ve heard da t yo ' go an ' yo ' git ten-p enny na ils an ' a piece 
I ' M  ASHAMED TO TALK. 

(YOU GO RIGHT AHEAD , I ' VE HEARD ALL THAT . ) 
Red flannen , piece o f  red flannen an ' den dey get a piece of  d is ah - ah d is 

roo t chao call • • •  
[A long pause . ] 
(What? ) 
John de Conkah. Gits a piece of dis John de Conkah root an ' yo ' puts da t in 

dere an ' den dey g its a piece - den if yo ' kin git yore husban ' when yo ' have 

URINE HERS - 9 MORNINGS - UNDER STEPS - ON RED FLANNEL 
HOLD ING : JOHN DE CONKAH - 10 PENNY NAILS - HIS SEMEN 

connect ion wit yore bus
ban ' , git a piece of 
towel an ' yo ' put ' em  
undahneath de steps an ' 

den yo ' throw 
see . An ' on de 
fast . 

dey say yo ' · throw chambah lye undahneath dere fer nine mawnin 1 s 1  
ninth mawnin 1 1  i f  dat man ' s gone 1 dat man will b e  comin ' back 

(Now1 you do this af ter tha t bottle ha s been there nine days? ) 
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No , yo,' put dat dere - no , dat ain ' t  got nuthin to do wit de bottl e .  
(Oh l this is something d ifferent , I see . ) 
It ' s  somethin ' d iff ' rent . 
(You put this John de ConkeP and that other stuff [ semen] in this piece of red 

cloth,  and put that under the step for nine days . And the nails in there? ) 
Uh-huh , an ' den yo ' put ' em  undahneath de steps , see . An ' dan yo ' take de 

ahambah lye - yo ' [ this ] suppose to be  done so nobody see it , nobody kin see yo ' 
' tall [ at all] , an ' yo ' throw it dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  nine straight mavnin ' s .  
See now? [Charleston , S . Car . , ( 4 9 7 ) , 539 : 2+85 . ] 

3315 .  Well , if a person wanted to tPiak yo ' some way in de ahambeP lye . All 
r ight , yo ' have to eithah ketch dere natchal [ natural ]  ahambeP lye or either 
ketch where dey put de ahambeP lye at . It ' s  lak if he go out dere an ' he let it 

URINE - BOTTLED - WITH JOHN DE CONKAH 
4 STEP S FORWARDS - 10 STEPS BACKWARDS 

FACE THE WATER - THROW BOTTLE IN 

on de ground some place it will always 
leaves a l ittle hole in de ground . Well1 
yo ' prob ' bly take a pocketknife or sampin 
an ' cut dat hole out . Den yo ' take it an ' 
punch it into a bottle , an ' yo ' take 

af tah yo ' punch it into dat bottle , yo ' git some John de Conkah Poot an ' yo ' put 
dat John de Conkah Poot in dat bottle an ' stop it up . Den yo ' walk fo ' steps 
farwards , eight st eps backwards , an ' turn facin ' to de watah stream ,  an ' walk to 
de watah stream an ' throw i t  in dere . Dat ' s  de last of yo ' .  

(Well , j ust  what would that do to me? )  
I t  will take yo ' aoUPage clean from yo ' .  Yo ' wouldn ' t  have any aoUPage fo ' no 

woman whatevah, no mo ' ,  long as yo ' l ive on land . No doctors kin bring it back,  
unlessen . 

(These steps forwards and backwards , do you do that before you go down to the 
running water ?  Or do you go down to the running water to do those? ) 

Yo ' go to de runnin ' watah , an ' den ,  af tah yo ' git to de runnin ' watah , yo ' 
make - j es '  close enough fo ' yo ' to throw it in . Yo ' make three [ four ] steps  
backward s ,  den eight steps farwards [ informant inver t s  or  transposes numb er o f  
steps ] an ' den throw yo ' bottle ovahbo ' d .  [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , (1049 ) ,  1 7 03 : 6 . ] 

URINE - HIS AND HERS - ON PHOTOGRAPH 
3316 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s p itchur e ,  his 
pho to , an ' yo ' put it in de bo ttom of de 
slop bucket , an ' yo ' let ' em  wet on it an ' 

yo ' wet on it . Dey say 
(Tie them up? )  

dat will [ tie ' em up ] .  

Yeah, tie dem up . 
(You mean - suppose a woman will take a man ' s photo or p icture and she ' ll put 

it in the bottom o f  the slop bucket ? )  
Yeah , turn it bottomside upwards . 
(And she ' ll let him wet on it , and then she will wet on it ? )  
Den she wet on it . 
(And that will tie whom up ? This man and this other woman?  Or this man and 

the woman who does it ? )  
Yeah - no , d is man an ' de othah woman . Not ' er [ the woman who does it ] . De 

.an an ' de othah woman . 
( If she wants to catch him and some other woman . A wif e would do that . So 

he goes to some other woman and she catches him . )  
Yeah,  so she ketch ' im  ovah dere . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (13 96) , 2513 : 5 . ]  
3317 . Well , it ' s  j es '  like I ' m  got a woman her e an ' I ain ' t home daytimes , 

an ' I ' d  ur inate in a glass or anythin ' an ' put i t  undah de bed . Well , she would
n ' t use dat watah at all . She ' d  git up de nex ' mawnin ' af tah I leave . She ' d  
take dat watah an ' she ' d  put i t  in a bottle . She write my name nine times o n  a 
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piece of papah an ' take two needles an ' cross ' em , an ' drop it down in dat watah 

URINE - NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES - 2 NEEDLES CROSSED 
an ' stop dat - stop it  up 
t ight an ' bury it , see . Now, 
when she bury dat , I cannot 

have no connec t ion wit no othah woman but ' er .  
yo ' see . [New Orleans , La . ,  (86 6 ) , 1399 : 7 . ]  

Yo ' see . She ' s  got me tied up ,  

3318 . I f  a man or a woman want s tuh stop yo ' from runnin ' aftah anothah 
woman , she git chure urinate watah an ' bot tle it up , an ' she ' ll take a auger an ' 

URINE - BOTTLED - HOLE BORE IN TREE 
bo ' a hole in a tree [ put the bot tle in 
.and stop it up ] .  I t ' 11 kill yore aoUPage 
fo ' evah . Yo ' nevah have no natUPe - yo ' 

wouldn ' t  have any fo ' her or nobody else . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1371) , 242 9 : 6 . ] 
3319 . [The letter V like the equilateral tr iangle has three points or corners 

and both are magic shapes or forms in hoodoo . Usually the equilateral triangle 
signif ies the Trinity - three sides , each equal - but originally and l ike the 

letter V it  was a sign o f  the mons veneris . That such was 
V-SHAPED P IECE the case can be substantiated by much historical evidence 
CUT FROM SHIRTTAIL as well as the following rite : ] 

A woman kin take a man ' s shirt , if she gon ' a  wash it fer 
' fm . Befo ' she wash dis piec e ,  she would fold de end of  de shirt - de part dat 
hangs close to de front part of  it . Fold i t  right near a V-shape [ to f it mons 
veneris ] as she can an '  cut it o f f , an ' dis man will be her slave . She supposed 
to wear dat piece of cloth on her body . Take it  an ' put in somep in an ' t ie roun ' 
' er body nex ' to her akin . [ Wilmington,  N .  Car . , ( 2 17 ) , 127 : 5+85 . ]  

3320 . Jes ' lak yo ' an ' ' er havin ' intahco ' se ,  
WALK OVER - PUT �  NO ONE CAN an ' when yo ' git through , j es '  take a new 

o f f  wit it , an ' yo ' take an ' 
where dere can ' t DO one step 

(What does that do? ) 

pocket handkerchief , yo ' undahs tan ' an ' dry 
fold it up in some little small piece an ' put it 
ovah it . 

Well , yo ' kin rule ' em - j es t  handle ' em any way yo ' want ' em . 
(You mean you use that handkerchief in wiping her . )  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(991) , 1598 : 8 . ] 
332 1 . Yo ' take dis Lyso Z ,  da t whut woman douches [with ] . 
(From the drug store , Lyso Z? ) 
Yes .  De woman - now if a woman f ix i t  up , she put a teaspoonful o f  it in a 

quart of watah an ' douchin ' wit it . Well , yo ' [a  man ,  if you can obtain this 

WATER FROM DOUCHE - � TO HERB �N 
water ]  kin take dat watah an ' carry it 
to a hePb man. Well , he kin fix it so 
she can ' t fool wit nobody but chew. [Lyso Z 

is a trademark name for a solution of cresols in soap used as a disinfec tant and 
ant isep t ic . ]  [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1392) , 2501 : 3 . ]  

3322 . A man an ' woman can ' t  git along togethah an ' he can ' t have sexual in
tahco ' se like he wants to wit ' er ,  [ the reason] is becuz some othah man is got 

WATER FROM EAVES 
' er mind along wit 'fm. An ' de way she do to hold dat good 
husban ' at home , she ' ll go to work an ' have it wit 'fm, intah
co ' se wit ' er huaban ' ,  an ' she ' ll take da t rag an ' go an ' bury 

it undah de Zeaks of de house where de watah falls off de top , an ' dat auts ' im  
down wit any othah woman , an ' she kin go have all she want wit de othah man . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1162 ) , 1938 : 8 . ] 

3 3 2 3 . If yo ' have a spigo t - lak yo ' go t a spigo t out in de yard , a hydrant 
or a pump ,  or a well , she do yo ' dis way .  She take dis heah same pocket han ' ker
chuf or towel , she dry yo ' off , j es '  lak da t - damp it . All right , she fold it 
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an '  stick it in undah de b ed lak dat . An ' yo ' ll go ahead . Nov1 she ' ll take dat , 
af tah yore gone , she ' ll take dat thing long as it rolled up an ' fresh an' wet , 

WATER DRIPS 
HYDRANT - PUMP - SPIGOT - WELL 

take da t thing an ' go tuh da� hydran� . or spigot ,  
o r  well , where yore wa tah hits de ground . Where 
it hits de ground dere a mo ist place dere all de 
t ime . Take dat thing an ' bury it down in de 

ground , r ight down dere j es '  lak dat .  Dig a ho le an ' bury it r ight down uodah 
dat watah . An ' as long , undahs tan ' ,  [as ]  da t watah hit tin ' da t rag dere1 un� il 
hit rot - co ' se da t will rot in a yeah or two - yo ' ain ' t no mo ' good fo ' nobody 
but ' er .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1433) , 2595 : 5 . ] 

3324 . I know a lady dat wus livin '  wit ' er husban ' , dey were livin ' very 
comfortable . An ' he came in contact wit ano thah lady , an ' on evah Sundah af �ah
noon he would go an ' meet dis lady , an ' tell ' is wif e he wus gain '  prob ' bly �uh 
de  show or  ga in ' tuh see diff ' ren ' fren ' s of ' is .  Well , fin ' lly dis came tuh 

such an extent till he couldn ' t stay home at all , at night an ' 
WATER RUNNING at cer tain t imes . 

So f in ' lly he left . He j es '  left home wit ' out lettin '  ' is wife 
know - all of a sudden . An ' he lef t ' er in a bad state . An ' when he left , he 
lef t tuh git r id of dis lady b ecuz she wus b eginnin ' tuh break ' is home up . No , 
he didn ' t leave tuh gi t r id of ' is wife , he s t ill takes care of ' is wife . D is 
is real . He still supports ' is wif e an ' wants tuh l ive wit ' er ,  but it was sa id 
da t he wus run away . Somepin in connect ion wit ' tm  an ' dis lady put ' im  - she 
throwed it in a stream of watah an ' put ' im  on de wandah [wander ] ,  aftah she 
couldn ' t  git ' im .  

(Well , now j us t  what did she do to make him leave that way? [ Informant was 
evidently taken aback by my question and I surely turned off  the recording ma
chine for a moment before b eginning to talk again . ]  Why it ' s  guite all r ight . 
You can say anything you want to . I ' ve heard of ways that they do that , but you 
might know a different way . )  

Well , de way she got ' im  wit ' er ,  she gave him a drink of wine . She ' d  pull 
' im tuh ' er house da t way .  An ' den she gave him - while dey had connect ion wit 
each o thah ,  she kept dat so many times . 

(How many t imes? ) 
Nine t imes . An ' den she would throw it in a stream of runnin ' wa tah,  an ' of 

course he begin to worry , an ' worry , worry more about leavin ' , leavin ' , af tah 
he wouldn ' t  give her all ' is time . An ' den he worried so much about leavin ' 
unt il he j es '  - it j es '  looked like all ' is works an ' evahthin ' began tuh b e  a 
s�rain wit ' tm . An ' he left . 

(Did he ever try to do anything to get rid of that spell? ) 
He didn ' t know fo ' sure i t  was a spell . He didn ' t know what it wus . D is wus 

unknown tuh ' tm  even t ill now . 
(Well what did she put that stuff in? Did she do anything special? Just take 

that stuf f and throw it in running water , that all ? )  
She wu s  suppo sed tuh have put dis i n  runnin ' wa tah an ' dey say da t would give 

him dat goin ' mind; if he couldn ' t stay wit ' er ,  he couldn ' t  stay wit ' is wife . 
[MOb ile, Ala . , ( 6 64) , 8 7 2 : 4 . ] 

3325 . Take a piece of new homespun an ' let ' im wipe in it , an ' den 
WIP ING aftah he wipes in it , take it an ' put it undah de bed ma ttress . Put it 

where he sleeps an ' he can ' t have no connection wit no othah woman . 
(Put it on the s ide on which he sleeps ? )  

Yeah . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2557 : 9 . ] 
3326 . If yo ' wanta ho l '  a woman , yo ' git a piece of new homespun about dat 

wide [demons trates ] .  
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(About a foot and a half wide . )  
Yeah, ' bout a foot an ' a half wide , an ' when yo ' have connec tion wit ' er ,  why 

yo ' wipe three times - yo ' gotta wipe three t imes . Yo ' know, j es '  lak yo ' be wit 
' er - j es '  lak yo ' got yore pocket han ' chif - understan ' ,  dat ' s  lak a pocket 

han ' chif , lak dat . 
WIPING 3 TIMES - NEW JAR - BURY UNDER HOUSE (You wipe her three times . )  

Yeah, see when yo ' git up offa her , 
under stan ' .  Yo ' gotta have dis three times , see . An ' den yo ' wipe her wit dat 
an ' yo ' take a j ar - under stan ' ,  a guar t j ar but it go t ta be new, nobody use it 
atall . An ' den yo ' screw it up in dere tight an ' bury it underneat '  de house . 
An 1 yo ' don ' have tub worry no mo ' .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1348) , 2331 : 11 . ] 

3327 .  Dey say yo ' take - j es '  lak yo ' mess wit dis one . Yo ' lak de othah 
woman an ' yo ' wan ' a  love her . Well , yo ' take some of dat stuff away from ' er 

[ f irst woman] mess [nature ] wid j oo .  Well , yo ' keep it , choo 
WOMAN ' S  NATURE see . Yo ' take it from ' er ,  yo ' take it an ' try to mess it on 

de othah [ second ] woman . D is [ fir st ] woman her e won ' t have no 
use fer yeh - won ' t have no nature f er yeh .  [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (3 23 ) , 
257 : 8+85 . ]  

3328 .  Now, if a man know a woman do him lak dat ,  he kin go tub work ,  if he 
have any sense an ' - yo ' know d is thin ' whut dey call ear thworm, yo ' see dis 
little wo rm  be ' s  in de earth . Folks f ishin ' wit it . Yo ' take dat ear thworm an ' 

yo ' take it unbeknown tub her when she goes out 
WORM - EARTHWORM - FISHINGWORM an ' yo ' dig enough, yo ' see . An ' yo ' put dat 

ear thworm in a cup an ' yo ' take dis castor o il 
an ' put it in dere an ' yo ' cook dat wit dat ca stor o il .  Ah ' ve seen whut it wus . 
An ' evah time when yo ' go tub fool wit her , yo ' dress yo ' self wit dat , yo ' see . 
Yo ' dress yo ' self wit dat an ' yo ' fool wit ' er ,  an ' evahthin ' will be all r ight . 

(That will take off the spell she has on you and you will get your nature 
back again . ) 

Yo ' see , dat will turn it baak on ' er .  Dat will keep ' er - yo ' see , when she 
go tub have a man den , she ' ll have a cold nature . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1249 ) , 
2121 : 4 . ] 

3329 . If ' er husban ' havin ' othah women , yo ' kin take dat bait [ •  f ishing
worm • earthworm] an ' stew ' im down to a fat-like an ' put ' im  on ' is undahp iece 
in de crutch [crotch] , an ' he won ' t git ambit ious fo ' nobody but chew. An ' a 
snail will serve de same thing . 

(What do you mean by bai t ? ) 
Fishworms . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1543 ) , 27 94 : 9 . ]  
3330 . [Wrapp ing - like fo ld ing , packag ing , and to some extent rolling and 

sewing - is a conf ining ri te .  Many types of wrapping are scattered through the 
text . ]  

WRAPP ING Well , now, if he - when she an ' ' er husban ' meets togethah , well if 
she take some of ' is ,  yo ' know . Well , all she gotta do is tub wrap 

dat up an ' j es '  keep it . Yeah, j es '  wrap it up an ' keep it an ' den he can ' t make 
it nowheres else - he can ' t make de grade at , evahwhere he goes he j es '  lak 
[ d emonstrates ] .  

(Limber? ) 
Yeah . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 9 ) , 2009 : 3 . ] 
3331 . Take a person ' s  ahamber Zye an ' stop ' em , like if yo ' got a wife an ' 

she runnin ' aroun ' wit anothah man . Yo ' take dat an ' put it in a cloth, j is '  
po ' i t  on a cloth an ' let it soak intuh der e ,  an ' wrap it t ight . Wrap it up in
tub a p iece of flannel . 

(Which way do you wrap it? ) 
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Wrap it  always from yo ' . 
needle an ' sew it tuhgethah 

[ I t is more likely �p to you. ] Den yo '  take a 
tight . An ' den take dat an ' put it inside of yore 

WRAP TIGHTLY FROM YOU IN FLANNEL - WIFE ' S  URINE 
SEW IT INTO MATTRESS - OR BURY BEHIND HOUSE OR AT TREE 

mattress an' sew it back 
tuhgethah . Or eithah 
take it out an ' bury it 
behin ' de hou se or behin ' 

a tree or by a tree , any plac e like dat . 
[ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1025 ) ,  1659 : 6 . ] 

Den yo ' kin stop ' er from ruuoin ' roun ' . 

(b) . DI SHRAG : A CAUSE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

[Rites concerning dishrag or dishclo th,  and occasionally d ishtowel , will also 
be found und er CURES FOR SEXUAL IMPOTENCE , the o ther subsec t ion of this subj ec t . 
As in the prec eding subsection MISCELLANEOUS ,  I start this one by quo ting a few 
introduc tory b elief s . The very first margin title , par ts  (1)  and ( 2 ) , show that 
sexual impotence like all disease and ailments  in hoodoo is not caused by biolog
ical factors , but by someone cap turing your spirit . Let me repeat what I said on  
the page fac ing the  PREFACE of volume 1 :  To aatah a spiPit� oP  to pPo teat yoUP 
spiPit against the aatahing� oP to Pe Zease yoUP aaught spiPit - this is the aom
plete theoPy and p�atiae of ho odOo . Parts  ( 3 )  and ( 4 )  of the firs t margin title 
introduce us to the incredible ideas about penis aaptivus , a subj ec t unknown to 
folklore a generation ago . FAC I has no example o f  it . 

3332 . She kin �ess it , yo ' know . Well , she �ess ' em  wit a dishrag . See ,  
she kin take a dishrag while h e  sleeps , yo ' und erstan ' ,  an ' she takes dat dish

rag - see ,  de d ishrag is limbah-lak [ limb er-like] , 
A FEW EXPRESSIONS an ' she take dat dishrag an ' j es '  pas s it across 

(1)  DEY GOT YORE SPIRIT ' im,  yo ' know , lak dat . Jes ' pass it across ' is 
penis , yo ' know . Yeah , j es '  lak yo ' wip e [ him] 

off , see , an ' it will become he can ' t use it on nobody el s e ,  yo ' see , but de 
person dat wip e .  Cuz ah been in dat fix mahself . Evah time yo ' go dere yo ' 
can' t do it , can ' t git up . 

Well , de way i t  happens , yo ' see , dat �essed [ or dressing] , yo ' see it lasts  
a certain length of t ime , yo ' undahstan ' .  See , cuz DEY GOT YORE SP IRIT , yo ' 
undahstan ' .  YO ' GOTTA FEED UP YORE SP IRIT AFTAH DAT . 

(How do they feed it ? )  
Well , dey repeat it , yo ' undahs tan ' - j es '  make a repeat , see . But AFTAH 

THIRTY DAYS OR SO WHEN IT RUNS OUT , IF DEY DON ' T  REPEAT IT , you ' ll come back to 
yore na tuPe again , see . But dey can - but long as dey keep dat goin ' , it  will 
keep yo ' off [ your natUPe ] , yo ' undahstan ' .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (610) , 788 : 4 . ]  

3333 . Take a dishrag an ' when she [ he ]  go tuh sleep , he [ she] take dat dish
rag an ' wipe it ovah him . Carry dat dishrag all ovah him an ' ' is lowah part . 

Take dat dishrag an ' wash ' im down dere , wipe him down 
( 2 )  CUT 'IS SPIRIT dere whils t  she [ he ]  sleep , an ' af tah he [ she] done 

washed wit da t dish - wipe wit dat dishrag , he [ she ] 
go tuh work an ' throw - carry it to a branch an ' throw it down de s tream of run
nin ' watah . Ah heared folks say dat . 

[ The preceding interchange of pronouns is no t rare in hoodoo . ]  
(Wha t will it do to that man ? )  
Cut 'is "spiPit.  " 
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(The woman does that . She rubs htm down with the dishrag while he ' s  a sleep 
and then throws it into running wa ter? ) 

Yeah . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1338) , 2 3 12 : 3 . ] 
3334 . When d ey git toaethah dataway . 
(The man and a woman? ) 

Yeah , man an ' a woman dataway . Der• ' • no way to git ' em apart unlessen case 
one ' tother of ' em  will have to die . Co ' le now , i f  d ey could g i t  a probe in de 

woman ,  dey could do it , but it b e  fixed 
( 3 )  ONE 'TUTHAH OF 'EM HA VE TUH DIE [ aunjured] so dat dere ' s no way to git 

' em  apar t unlessen one ' tuthah [ or the 
other ] of ' em  have tuh die . [Waycroaa 1 Ga . 1  (1097 ) , 1 7 7 2 : 6 . ] 

333 5 .  I had one of dose case ovah heah an ' I had want ed $500 to cure dem, 
see , an ' d ey wouldn ' t  give it to me . I ' d  a turned ' em  loo s e , see . An ' by dey 

bein ' diff ' ren ' in color , � 
(4 ) DEY KILL DE WMAN SAYS "DOC'1'91" BROWN killed one an ' dey saved de oddah , 

see . Well , I ain ' t had no par t in 
dat , yo ' know , Doc , becuz I ' m heah to live an ' let live . 

(Well , who did thay kill , the woman or the man? ) 
Dey killed de woman .  
( I  see . Was i t  a colored woman? She was a colored woman? ) 

Colored woman . 
(Wa s the man a white man? ) 
Yes . 
[ I  wanted to be certain about th� colo r o f  each . ]  
( I  see . And they killed the woman? )  
IF DEY ' D  KILLED DE MAN SHE ' D  A D IED ANYHOW . Onnahs tan ' [ unders tand ] ?  Well , 

DEY HAD TO KILL ' ER ,  see ; CUZ niY COULDN ' T  Do it NO OTHAH WAY . See , becuz if 
dey ' d  been tryin ' to save de woman an ' kill de man , de woman would have died any
how . Onnahstan ' ? CUZ DEY BADDA CUT R.OVN ' TO SAVE DE MAN .  DE WAY DEY HADDA CUT 
SHE COULDN ' T  OF STAN ' tT . Yo ' onn&hetan 1 ? Dey hadda die . 

[As you can see , there ie no rac ial prej ud ice here , merely the inability o f  
Doc tor s o f  Medicine - aays hoodoo . La t er we shall learn tha t  cases sent to the 
hospital fare no bet ter ,  the woman always paying with her life . Only once does 
an informant t ell how a wom&D wa e  saved . By the way , the ama zing Dootor Brown -
the man who s&Je he eould have performed the unper formable opera tion - will also 
be found : pp . l289-1294 , 2246- 2253 , and in a number o f  sca t t ered rites . ] [ Charles
ton, S .  Car . , ( 513 or DootoP Mareus Brown) 1 593 : 1 . ]  

3336 . Take de dishraa an' areaae it good in lard an ' put it in a air t ight 
box an ' de man nevah �iss a hoZZSP no mo ' ,  nevah in dis worl ' be able tuh raise 

any hoZ Zer [ see margin t it le o f  
( 5 )  DE NA N  N�VAH "RAISE A HOLLER" NO MO ' 3220,  p .  236 5 . ] 

(Tha t all she does with the dish
rag ? Wha t does she do with it then? Does she wipe him with it ? )  

No , she don ' t have tuh wipe him wit it . Jes ' grea se it in lard , see . She kin 
j es '  let it touch ' tm  - j es '  [ touch ] him anywhere ,  when she have connec t ion wit 
' im . An ' den she kin wipe wit it if she wanta wipe o f f  wit it . But she kin j es '  
take i t  an ' grease it in lard an ' j es '  touch ' tm  anywhere . [ Fayet t eville , N . Car . , 

(141 5 ) , 2 546 : 9 . ] 
BACK - D ISHRAG - HAND TO HAND - ACROS S  MAN ' S  3337 . Now if yo ' runnin ' aroun ' 

wit ano thah woman , yore wife git 
holt of it she wipes yo ' wit a dishrag . She git a chance tuh wipe wit de dishrag 
when dey go to bed an ' have connect ion wit ' tm . An ' while she have connec t ion 

t ' 
wit im , da t t ime yo ' know, she ' ll change dat rag [ from one hand to the other ] 
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' cross ' is back fo ' ' tm .  Dat weaken ' tm  in de back . [Hand to baDd across man ' s  
back is a magic rite of encirc lins or confinement . ]  An ' den she ' ll  wipe ' im  wit 
dat rag . When she give him dat rag to wipe wit 1 dat kills ' is nature fo ' any 
woman but ' er .  

(She draws this rag cross his back before she gives i t  to him to wipe with . 
She puts  her arms around his back . )  

She ' ll hand it j es '  lak dis [ demonstrates ] . She ' ll hand it to him . 
( She ' ll have i t  in her right hand like that and j ust throw it over his back . )  
Jes ' come ' cross an ' put it in ' is hand - hand i t  to htm tuh wipe wit . [Way-

cross . Ga • •  (1074) 1 1739 : 3 . ] 
3338 . D e  way to deal wit ' er .  She git 

OV&it a minute fo ' yo ' git out . "  An ' when 
' er a dishrag an ' he come out 1 she say . 
he come out she would reach down 1 ' er 

han ' down dere1  an ' she take dat 
rag an ' she ketch ' im right dere 
right down close der e 1  an ' he ' ll 
To keep ' 1m  from othah womens 1 

BACKWARDS - WALKING - THROW O I§HRAG OUT WINDOW 

pull it out . Got ' im dere an ' drop ' im  to her . 
go to de windah dere ag ' throw it out an' don ' t 
don ' t nevah look back . He 1 s  fixed den . 

turn aroun ' an ' walk back an ' 

(Is there anything he can do to get rid of t ha t ? ) 
He kin do dis . Yo ' kin f ix up aome way dat nobody deals wit ' er but chew .  an ' 

dat dishrag ain ' t goin ' keep ' em  apart . 
(How do they do that? )  
Don ' t use it - j es '  got ' er .  Yo ' keeps dat wit yo 1 1  yo ' ve got ' er .  Af tah yo ' 

take dat di shrag an ' do dat an ' den throws it out de windah . 
[ I  s top machine and then informant continues about times . ]  
(How many times do they wipe with the dishrag? ) 
Wipe right across dere three times 1 an ' when yo ' do dat 1 go to de windah an ' 

throw it out an ' don ' t nevah look back.  
(And nobody can fool around with her . )  [Jacksonville . Fla • •  (592) 1 7 65 : 5+85 . ]  
3339 . If he wus runnin' aroun ' wit othah wimmin an ' she want ed tuh stop ' im 1  

a l l  she ' d  have tuh do 1 she would have connec t ion wit 1 1m 1 er self an ' ins tead of 

BAKED IN STOVE 
usin ' a towel . she would use her dishrag . An ' af tah usin'  de 
dishrag . she would put dis d ishrag in de stove an ' bake it . 
Well . she wouldn 1 t  bake i t  t o  a powdah 1 she would j es '  bake it 

so she could keep it - hold it ' erself . Well 1 dis man 1 he wouldn ' t  know anythin ' 
about it . Whenevah he ' d  go out to see what evah woman he wanted tuh see . why he 
wouldn ' t be  any good . He would rise befo ' he git to dis woman an ' soon as he 
touch ' er 1  he would fall . Well . den 1 if  he ' d  go back to his wif e .  why he would 
be de same as he was befo ' . He ' d  navah fail wit ' er but he would wit othah wim
ain .  An ' af tah so many t imes he ' d  do dat 1 why he would see dat he couldn ' t  be 
wit no othah wimmin an ' it would s top ' tm from runnin'  out . [Fayet teville . N .  

BED - SHE KEEPS DISHRAG UNDER HER 
Car • •  (1390) 1 249 2 : 9 . ] 
3340 . Jes ' lak if a woman ' s  goin ' wit a man 
an ' he don ' t wanta pay her much min ' • Why 

she kin take a dishrag an ' not use it ' er s e 1 f 1  but use it on ' im an ' don ' t nevah 
wash wit dat dishrag . An ' j es '  leave i t  undahneat ' ' er bed 1 den he can ' t go wit 
nobody else but 1 er .  [Fayet teville . N .  Car • •  (1411) 1 2536 : 1 . ] 

BOTTLE - DISHRAG SOAKED - URINE - OPEN AND SHUT MAGIC 
3341 . Dey does dat m 
mos t ly wit a dishrag . 
Dey git de dishrag yo ' 

see an ' in havin ' connec t ion wit a man 1 dey ' 11 take dat 'IJhut aome fl'om 'em - yo ' 
know1 bet'!Jeen dem t'!Jo. An ' dey ' ll put it in her watah an ' let it  soak - or in 
chambah lye , eithah one, an ' let it soak . An ' den dey ring dat watah out . An ' 
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when dey ring dat watah out , dey ' ll have ' im lak dis heah rag . An ' yo ' see , den 
dey j es '  have i t  away [ hidden] , yo ' know , lak wtmmins do ' s . Let ' im  use dat an ' 
dere ' s  no mo '  chance fo ' him . An ' den dey put dat dishrag in a bo t tle . An ' if 
she need ' im ,  she ' ll keep open dat bot tle . If she need ' im,  she ' ll open dat 
bo t t le ; an ' if she open dat bo t t le , why evahthin ' is all right . An ' if  she don '  
need ' im ,  she ' ll keep dat bot tle s topped tight ; an ' dere ain ' t nowhere else he 
kin go . [ The words in i talics ar e a par t o f  the problem previously mentioned ; 
what does a woman do - no t accord ing to sc ience , but in accordance with hoodoo . ]  

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1382 ) , 2457 : 3 . ]  
BURIED DISHRAG 334 2 .  Take his discharge an ' do some things wi t i t  tuh keep ' im  

from runnin ' aroun ' wit o thah women . Den she ' ll take a dishrag 
an ' use it fo ' a towel . An ' she take da t dishrag an ' she bury i t  dere ' bout dat 
hous e .  Long as she keep dat buried dere,  j es '  if it ' s  somp in he ' s  done , why 
dat take care of  ' im.  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174 ) , 1983 : 1 . ] 

3343 . D ishrag or either a linen rag - know what ah mean . An ' whenevah he 
have discharges wit yuh lak dat an ' [ you] bury i t , dey tell me da t he couldn ' t  
have anybody but yo ' .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (611 ) , 788 : 14+85 . ] 

BURIED DISH TOWEL 
3344 . Well , if a man wuz runnin ' aroun ' wi t ano thah woman -
if mah husban ' wuz runnin ' aroun ' wit ano thah woman , why when 
he have an intahco ' se wit me , why ah ' d  git mah DISH TOWEL an ' 

use dat on ' im.  An ' dat would cuz ' im no t to  have any nat�e . dat would make his 
nat�e bad . Ah know dat . 

(How would you use the dish towel then? ) 
Well , yo ' would take de dish towel an ' yo ' would bury de dish towel an ' dat 

buries ' is nat�e . [D ish towel is rare compared to dishrag . ]  [ Waycross , Ga . , 
(1116 ) , 17 92 : 10 . ] 

334 5 . Now , heah ' s  ano thah one . Now if  yo ' have a girl . I t  qui te j es '  nat
chel [ natural ] ,  lak some of  our menfo lks dey have wimmin dat dey really love , yo ' 
see de idea . An ' we don '  want anyone else tuh b e  wit ' em , yo ' see . Well , now , 

CRO SS SIGN - MADE UPWARD AND ACRO SS  - WITH STOLEN DISHTOWEL 
AFTER USE - HANG ON NAIL - SUNRISE SIDE OF PINE TREE 

LEAVE 9 DAYS - KNOCK OFF WITH STICK - INTO HOLE AND COVER 

yo ' kin go tuh wor� 
an ' yo ' kin take a 
little simple thin ' 
in yore home , dey 
calls a dishclo th . 

Someone calls i t  dishtowel - some fo lkses , yo ' see .  Well , yo ' go tuh work an ' 
yo ' steal dat . Yo ' see , when yo ' goes tuh work an ' steal dat , yo ' goes tuh work 
an ' yo ' put s  it somewhere ,  put it away an ' let it dry . Den say , tonight yo ' 
go in ' out tuh have a date . Well , yo ' see , qui te natchel , some use pocket han ' 
cheff s  yo ' see , an ' s o  fo ' th ,  but yo ' have yorn . She say , "Ah go t a han ' chef f . " 
Yo 1 say , "No , ah have a largah han ' cheff den yo ' go t , "  yo ' see . Well , yo ' take 
dat an ' in de place of she wipin ' , yo ' see , yo ' goes tuh work yo ' see an ' yo ' 
take dat an ' yo ' wipe yoreself - yo ' wipe her yo ' see.  An ' in wipin '  her , DON ' 
NEVAH WIPE HER DOWN - WIPE HER UP AN ' CRO S S  ' ER .  [ The wip ing makes the sign o f  
the cross ! ]  Yo ' see whut ah ' m  talkin ' about?  An ' den aftah yo ' do ' s  dat , yo ' 
take i t  an ' ball i t . Don ' chew wipe yoreself wit it . Chew take i t  an ' ball it 
an ' put it away . Next day - mawnin ' b efo ' sun up , yo ' make tuh de forsest an 1 

yo ' fin '  a pine tree . Drive yo ' a nail into de pine tree lak dat on de sunr ise 
side . Den yo ' let i t  hang dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Hang it so de wind can ' t blow 
i t  off  yo 1 know . Let it hang dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s . Den yo ' go back , an 1 when 
yo 1 go back dere , yo ' dis a hole j es '  about dat deep , yo ' see [ demons trates ]:---

(About as deep as your hand ? )  
Dat ' s  right , about wrist deep , as yo ' said . An ' yo ' take a stick an ' knock 

it off , yo ' see . [ IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS TO TOUCH IT . ]  When yo ' knock it off , 
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yo ' let it fall in dat aole , yo ' see , an ' den af tah yo ' let it fall in dat hole , 
yo ' cover it up an ' walk right straight away . An ' if yo ' top 'e.r, yo ' gotta pay 
somebody tuh loosen ' er .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1388) , 248 6 : 1 . ] 

334 6 .  She kin take her dishrag an ' she kin wash ' erself wit da t dishrag , an ' 
evah time he go to try to do somepin [ with ano ther woman ] he can ' t  do a thing . 

WOMAN WASHES SELF WITH DI SHRAG 
He ' d  b e  j es '  lak ' er dishrag yo ' see . [ To cure 
himself , he will ] steal somebody ' s  dishrag an ' 
go wash wit it an ' den dat ' ll stop it . [�y
cross , Ga . ,  (1126) , 18 3 2 : 1 0 . ] 

WMAN DRYS SELF WITH DI SHRAG 3347 . Yo ' kin take a dishrag whenevah a man an ' 
woman have business togethah an ' yo ' kin dry 

yo ' self - let 
ovah de do ' • 
1465 : 16 . ] 

de woman dry her self off wit dat dishrag an ' take it an ' put it up 
She may leave but she ' ll come back . [ L ittle Rock , Ark . , (895) , 

3348 . It have been said dat if a wumman has a husban ' ,  a bad husban ' dat runs 
.ruun' from wumman tuh wumman an ' she wants tuh check ' im  up , why she has a dish

s.t WIPES MAN WITH DISHRAG 
rag . Instead o f  us in ' dat dishrag whut she has been 
usin ' fo ' house purpose , she don ' t  use it fo ' dat no 
mo ' . She take it an ' may wipes ' im  off wit it . An ' 

..._so.evah he goes tuh someone else , why his natUPe will fall unt il he gits back 
bib 'er. 

cYbat do es she do with that dishrag? )  
well, if she g it dat dishrag an ' ' serve [ pr eserve ] i t  an ' wash it an ' use it 

a11 along . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 98 3 ) , 1590 : 9 . ] 
3349 . Jes ' lak wtmmins wants tuh tPiak a man or sompin lak dat tuh keep ' im  

� .  Well , dey ' ll take dey sickness ,  some o f  ' em , an ' put it in somp in tuh eat .  
Aa1 j es '  lak yo ' got a wif e an ' yo ' runnin ' aroun ' , why yo ' go tuh have her , 
�· 11 take a dishrag an ' clean yo'  wit it . Well , yo ' wouldn ' t  be able tuh mess  
vit anothah woman on de  outside . Yo ' 11 start but it  will fall . [ Brunswick , Ga . 1 
(124 3) ,  2113 : 8 . ] 

3350 . [ If he ' s ] runnin '  aroun ' , she kin cut ' is natUPe off . Well , yo ' take 
up - if yo ' wanta keep ' im  home , all yo ' go tta do , she fool wit ' im . If anybody 
go home an ' fool wit mah ole lady - see . She· kin take whut chew call , wit de rag 
she use , yo ' know . Git one of ' er dishrags an ' j es '  take it an ' dry me off wit 
it , yo ' see . Den when she take dishrag an ' dry me off , she j es '  keep it dere 
[hidden somewhere]  an ' when ah go out yondah tuh fool wit de o thah woman , ah j es '  
be as  gr easy as dat dishrag yo ' know [ and ] limbah yo ' know. An ' der e ' s  nuthin ah 
kin do dere .  Fo ' whut need o f  me gwine den , ah  can ' t do  nuthin . An ' ah ' ll soon 
stop . 

When ah go to bo thah wit ' er ,  be j es '  lak dat [ probably demonstrated by hold
ing up a straightened foref inger ] , but when ah go tuh see dis woman out yonder , 
ah ' ll b e ,  yo ' know - all limber [ like a dishrag ] .  

[ To cure hims elf : ]  
Ah ' ll f ish roun ' dere an ' f in '  dat d ishrag . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1309) , 

2214 : 4 . ] 
3351 . She do dat wit a dishrag . Whenevah dat chew has a connec t ion wit ' er ,  

she ' ll take a dishrag an ' dry yo ' wit it , den she ' ll put dat dishrag away . If 
she use dat dishrag to dry yo ' wit it an ' den put dat dishrag away , why yo ' can ' t  
have no nature nowhere but right where dat dishrag is - j es '  in de house where 
dat dishrag is . Out s ide dat house yo ' can ' t  fool wit no one . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  
(11 20a) , 1801 : 7 . ] 

3352 . S ee ,  if a woman wan ta take a man ' s  measUPe ; she ' ll git a dishrag an ' 
she ' ll wipe herself wit it an ' den she ' ll wipe dis fellah , an ' den she ' ll take 



2396 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

it an ' put it in ' er mattress an ' keep it dere , an ' see , evah time he have any 
dealin ' s  wit ano thah woman ' stead of he stayin ' hard , 

WOMAN WIPES MAN AND SELF he ' ll fall . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1028 ) , 1 6 72 : 7 . ]  
3353 . If he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' , how she kin make him 

stay home , she kin do him dis way . She kin do him so dat he - dere two or three 
ways of doin ' it . He might go out but he come right back . He might done try tub 
run aroun ' , he might be in min ' , but he can ' t have no connec tion wit none othah 
woman, an ' she knows dat . She kin take him , whenevah dey havin ' dere lunch , dere 
tea or coffee , DON ' T  USE NO MILK , let ' im  drink tea or drink coffee . 

Kin take him ag ' in ,  lak if he ' s  runnin ' out , an ' she gain ' tub break ' im up o f  
it , she kin f� ' im  where he can ' t  have cpnnection or no intahco ' se wit no woman 
but ' er .  OAT ' S A DIRTY TRICK TUH DO . She go tub work , undahstan ' ,  when she ' s 
wipin ' ' er - git ' er a di shrag whut she wash ' er dishes wit . An ' she use it lak 
dat fo ' tub dry off  wit when he has connec tion wit ' er .  An ' j es '  ketch ' imself , 
she says , "Ah ' ll wash yo ' . " She ' s  got ' er dishrag an ' wash yo ' self . Yo ' don ' t 
know i f  i t  ain ' t a dishrag [ the man does no t know it is a dishrag ] , it j es ' lak 
anythin ' . Now Y01 KIN GO , MAH FREN ' , tub any othah house an ' yo ' kin have a 
sweetheart anywheres yo ' want tub , an ' yo ' kin [be ]  AMBITIOU S  GREATLY FO ' HER , 
an ' yo ' go tuh bed , an ' yo ' all right , an ' yo ' j es '  crawl right ovah her j es '  
lak a man do do , yo ' ' come [ become] j es '  lak dat , dat dishrag . Yo ' say , "Wait 
a minute , ah ' ll be all right . "  [ He never be a Z Z  right . ] [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , 
(1433) , 2595 : 4 . ] 

3354 .  Dey ' ll take when a man have connection wit ' er .  She ' ll take a dishrag . 
Quite natural he ' ll come back if she ain ' t  a lady, so to state . Yo ' know he ' ll 

come back , an ' she ' ll ketch dat in dat d ishrag,  an ' she put 
DOOR - UP OVER THE i t  up ovah de do 1 • Ah wuz livin ' in Richmond , Va . ,  an ' dat 

wuz where ah heard dat one . Well , ah got up dere - ah wuz 
stayin ' wit mah auntie . Well , ah couldn ' t  have nuthin tub do wit a girl tub save 
mah live . Well , ah tole mah auntie about it an ' she said , "Somepin or othah 
f�ed yo ' . " 

An ' ah said , "Dere ' s  a woman at Clinton [ N .  Car . ]  kin tell me . "  
Well , ah come all de way from Richmond , Va . ,  back tub Clinton - about 300 an ' 

some miles - an ' a man [doctor] workin ' ,  tole me , said , "Yo ' go back to yore bro
thah ' s  house , "  said , "don ' t  chew walk in , "  said , "yo ' go tub de front do ' an ' 
feel up ovah dat do ' an '  yo ' ll find a dishrag . "  [ Fayetteville,  N .  Car . , (1440) , 
1610 : 5 . ] 

3355 .  Lak yore husban ' ,  he gain ' off wit some udder [ other ] wimmins , an ' if 
she wanta have him, wants ' im  stopped - yo ' see , he go roun ' wit ' em  but he 
cain ' t  do whut he want s to . Yo ' take an ' use dis rag af tah yo ' all make connec
tion togethah an ' yo ' take an ' put it  up ovah de do ' an ' he walks undah dat rag 
dere , den if he goes to any wfmmin , he cain ' t  do a thing . 

-----(With this dishrag . )  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1495) , 2664 : 19 . ]  
3356 . Sompin about usin ' a dishclo th , see . Jes ' lak a man messin ' aroun ' , 

yo ' kin take a dishrag an ' wipe him wit it an ' put it up ovah de do ' an ' dat ' ll 
make him fall . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1090) , 1 7 58 : 7 . ]  

3357 . Fix ' im so ' s  he cain ' t bothah wit nobody else . If he bothahs wit ' er ,  
she ' ll git a dishrag an ' wipe her self off  wit it good all up in heah . She stow 
it ovah de do ' an ' he can ' t  run aroun ' wit nobody else . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1223) , 

2078 : 8 . ] 
DOOR OR DOORSTEPS - DOWN UNDER 3358 . Yo ' know, j es '  lak if a woman got a bus

ban ' an ' he runnin ' aroun ' an ' won ' t  stay at 
home . She can ' t  keep ' im  home , worried wit ' im  all de time . Jes ' lak when dey 
have intahco ' se yo ' know togethah , she take an ' use de dishrag instead of a 
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towel , o r  sompin . She u s e  dat an ' take it an ' bury it undah de step af tah she 
use it , an ' den dat holds ' im home . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1297 ) , 2198 : 14 . ] 

3359 . If a woman leave a man an ' yo ' wanta git her back , well it  ain' t but 
one way ah know to do dat , but chew have to have dealin ' s wit ' er .  See , if yo ' 

have dealin ' s  wit ' er an ' de  rag yo ' wipe wit -
DOORSTEPS - BURIED UNDER BACK let it be a di shrag . See , an ' yo ' take dis dish

rag den an ' come back an ' bury it undah yore back 
do ' steps an ' she ' ll fin ' lly come back. It wouldn ' t  b e  ovah a day o r  two befo ' 
she ' ll be back . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1028 ) , 167 2 : 6 . ] 

3360 . Dey tell me dat whenevah him an ' ' is wife , yo ' see , would have an in
tahco ' se ,  dey tell me dat she could take a dishrag , yo ' see , an ' af tah she git 

DOWNWARDS - WIP ING WITH D ISHRAG 
through yo ' see , wipe him down wit it an ' evah
thin ' , yo ' see . An ' take it yo ' know an ' put 
it up yo ' know ovah de do ' in a private place , 

where it can ' t be seen dat way . An ' dey tell me he can ' t  have nobody but ' er .  

WOMAN HANDS D ISHRAG TO MAN 
STOLEN AND SNAIL DRESSED 

HE RUBS DOWNWARD 

[ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1069) , 1 7 3 0 : 7 . ] 
3361 . Ah ' ve heard now - no t dat ah know . Say when 
a man runnin ' af tah a woman an ' if yo ' wanted tub 
break ' im up from it , say git chew a snail or a dish
rag , ary [ eit her ] one , an ' rub dis snail on  de dish

rag an ' when he have connec t ion wit ' er ,  gib ' im dat rag - steal de dishrag - an ' 
have him wipe , s traight en hisself down wit it dat way . Wipe himself af tah he git 
through wit ' er .  An ' dey say he can ' t  have no connec t ion wit nobody but ' er .  

DOWNWARD S - WIP ING - NAME CALLED 
[Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 107 7 ) , 1743 : 6 . ]  
3 3 6 2 . She takes de di shrag - he fast asleep , 
fas t asleep . Jes ' take dat an ' j es '  wipe it 

down ' im an ' 
Yes , wipe it 
2399 : 3 . ] 

call his name . Wipe it down , don ' t wipe it up , cuz hit ' ll come up . 
down , an ' it ' ll b e  j es '  lak de dishrag . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1361) , 

3363 . Yo ' could use eithah a bran ' -new pocket han ' chef f or eithah de dishrag , 
lak ah tole yo ' ,  tub keep ' im from foolin ' wit any o thah woman , see . Yo ' kin 

' 
DOWNWARDS - WIP ING - WITH DISHRAG OR 
NEW HANDKERCHIEF - 4 NAILS IN FLOOR 

take an ' wipe him down wit a bran ' -new 
pocket han ' cheff , an ' take fo ' nails an ' 
nail it down undah de flo ' undah yore rug , 
an ' dat ' ll keep ' im .  He couldn ' t  raise a 

hear t fo ' othah women. Ah know yo ' kin do dat . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1259 ) , 2138 : 13 . ]  
3364 . Yo ' kin go buy a new pocket han ' kech ' ef an ' yo ' kin wash de dishes wit 

it once , an ' take an ' strip ' im down [ when wiping him] . [ Strip here means to 

DOWNWARDS ,  NOT UPWARDS - WITH NEW HANDKERCHIEF 
THAT WASHED D ISHES ONCE ONLY - THEN PUT 

HIS TRACKS AND TOENAILS ON - SEW UP AND KEEP 

deprive of equipment or power . ]  
Don ' strip ' im up . Evah whut 
way yo ' wanta do it , git it 
[ foo t track]  toward yo ' - git 
' is tracks an ' toenails ,  an ' 

put dem in a clo t h  an ' sew it up an ' keep it . An ' he git tub de place he wouldn ' t  
wanta go nowhere .  He s tay home dere an ' nevah treat chew bet tah den he evah have 
treated j oo . [ Wilson,  N .  Car . , (1503 ) , 2669 : 4 . ] 

3365 . Dere ' s things she could do to make him love her . She could take a 
dishrag , she could pet ' im up to have intahco ' se wit ' er .  Take a dishrag an ' 

TWO D ISHRAGS - WIPE HIM DO� S 
ONE UNDER DOORSTEP - OTHER UNDER MATTRESS 

wipe him down an ' bury one undah de 
do ' steps an ' put de  other one undah 
de mat tress or on  de springs , an ' he 
couldn ' t  have no feelin ' fo ' no one 

but ' er .  He ' d  have to love her cuz he couldn ' t  git a passion fo ' nobody but ' er ,  
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as long as she kept dat dishrag buried . 
(Did she use one or two? ) 
She use two - yessuh, she uses two . She buries one undah de front do ' steps 

an ' uses de othah undah de mattress . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1141) , 1858 : 1 . ] 
3366 . Yo ' wanta learn how a man can ' t have no nature fo ' a woman out side de 

woman dat he goin ' wit dere? All right , j es '  lak yo ' have connect ion wit each 
othah . Dey take dat dishrag an ' use it , see . All right , 

DRY OR DAMP DI SHRAG dey don ' let dat dishrag git dry . Dey keep dat dishrag 
mo istahin ' [mo istering ] becuz she an ' ' im done used it , 

see , an ' he can ' t use it wit no othah woman . Yo ' undahs tan ' ?  
(That ' s  all she has to do , j ust keep that rag moist - damp . ) 
When i t  git dry , keep i t  damp right off . 
(What does she damp en it with? ) 
Jes ' dishwatah .  
[ Informant now gives a cure : ]  
He might feel suspicion . Well , now, if he fin '  de dishrag - he goin ' look fo ' 

thing s if he a sens ible man , undahstan ' • All right , he might say , "Ah believe 
yo ' done sompin tuh me . "  

All right , he goin '  look fo ' - see , he can ' t raise , can ' t do nuthin , see . An ' 
he goin ' look fo ' dat dishrag , see , ' cuz he figures , sometimes he knows a lo t s  
about it , see . All right , well , h e  finds dat dishrag . Undahstan ' ?  I f  he f in '  
dat dishrag , take an ' hang it  out an ' let i t  dry , an ' den he ' s  all right ag ' in .  
But he gotta fin '  dat . [ Savannah, Ga . ,  (125 2 ) , 2127 : 7 . ] 

3367 . Or eithah yo ' could take a simple thing as a dishrag . Yo ' could wipe 
him wit dat dishrag an ' put it undah de side of de ma t tress , on de side dat chew 
sleep on . An '  keep it wet ,  see . Whut ah mean , evah t ime it  dries , yo ' damp it 
ag ' in - jes ' wipe him right down ag ' in .  An ' long as yo ' do dat he ' ll nevah raise 
a heart for anothah woman , until yo ' take dat dishrag from undah dere . 

(But you must wet it with him? ) 
Yeah,  when yo ' wit ' im evah time . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259) , 213 7 : 6 . ] 
3368 . If a woman don ' t want a man to run aroun ' wit nobody but ' er ,  it ' s  a 

certain , it ' s  a thing , true fact dat she kin do . She kin use a cloth,  yo ' know 
dishrag , an ' any �-time [ two-timing] dat he want s ,  to go to work an ' start wit 
anyone else , he ' ll fail evah time . 

She take dat d ishrag an ' put right back where she go t it from [ in the kitchen] 
an ' when she git through washin ' all de dishes , she put s it back in dere an ' git 
it wet ag ' in tuh bring it  back an ' use it ag ' in .  An ' dat keep him perfec ' ly in 
de attitude dat she want ' im . An ' he can ' t  go wit no one but ' er .  

An ' de man kin do d e  woman de same way . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 995 ) , 1607 : 6 . ]  
3 3 69 . Git a dishrag . Take a dishrag if a man go messin '  wit anyone . His 

wif e wipe wit dat dishrag an ' put it  where it ' ll git dry . He ' ll go to de doc tor 
[M. D .  or hoodoo? ] den . [ Wilson , N. Car . , (1508) , 2 676 : 16 . ]  

3370 . She take a dishrag , a dishrag dat chew wash dishes wit an ' she dried 
it good , an ' she took an ' put it undah ' er pillah at night . An ' at night when 
he went wit ' er ,  she take an 1 , yo 1 know, wipe wit it  an ' she take an ' throw it 
right out de bed . An ' evah t ime she mess wit ' im  she use dat dishrag , an ' it 
stop ' im where he couldn ' t  be wit no one else but ' er .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363 ) , 

2403 : 9 . ] 
FOLD INTO DISHRAG - A PIECE OF BEDCLOTH 3371 . Well , ah tell yuh firs ' how dey 

do dat . Dey take a man when dey have 
intahco ' s e wit a woman, de clo t ' dey use . Dey take dat clot ' ,  de woman take de 
clot ' ,  yo ' know . When yo ' g i t  through wit de clot ' ,  she don ' t wanna use it . Den 
she take dat clo t ' or towel , an ' she put undahneat '  de pillah, aftah usin ' it  -
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aftah yo ' git t ' rough wit it an ' git up . She take an ' cut dat staia oat of it  
dat yo ' havin ' intahco ' se wit  ' er .  Den she take da t clot ' an1 abe foLd it up. 
an ' she put it in a dishrag wha t she wash de dishes wit an1 abe � dat tabaethah. 
Take dat an ' wrop it up good an ' den put it somewhere keerful in de baa8e. An' 
yo ' is all right when yo ' come tuh her , to be wit ' er ;  but wit aa,bod� else �re 
naahuPe wouldn ' t  rise . But enyt ime yo ' d  c ome to be wit ' er ,  yore �� .auld 
be all rig�t . [Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 530- 53 9 ) , 652 : 2 and 10 . ] 

HAIR 
337 2 .  She wou ld take a cloth or sompin lak dat an ' she would take � 
natuPe , see . Some of  de hair so dat he couldn ' t  mess wit o thah �. 
She ' d  take a whi te plain cloth an ' she would place it into de  botta. of a 

trunk an ' she ' d  place dat - well , he ' s  lost ' is natuPe , see . She ' d  place it dere. 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1018 ) , 1648 : 6 . ] 

337 3 .  Dey take yore hair an ' dis - yo ' know whut ah mean - an ' yo ' wrap it up 
in a dishrag or any kinda cloth an ' yo ' bury it undah de do ' step which he travel 
through an 1 from ,  an ' he cain ' t  have anything tuh do wi t any othah person but 
dat pahtic ' lah one . [ Wilson ,  N .  Car . , ( 14 7 2 ) , 2653 : 8 . ] 

BEAD - HIGHER THAN YOUR 
3374 . If  he have connec tion wit anothah woman an ' abe . 
know it , she kin take de dishrag an ' wipe ' im  an ' put 
it up ovah dere [ informant points to high piece of fur

niture ]  in a can , lak da t . Jes ' since she put it up ovah yore haid . Don ' t have 
tuh be undah lock nowhere . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1306) , 221 0 : 1 . ] 

3 3 7 5 . [ The following mar gin ti tles could also have been indexed later under 
subsubdivision KNOTS AND TYING , but they Zogiaa ZZy belong here . ]  

Yo ' say , now , to influence a person - yo ' wouldn ' t  want dis person to leave , 
or dis person would go away an ' yo ' want dis person to come back . Say , now fo ' 

KNOT 1 - TIED TO YOU - IN STOLEN DISHRAG 
INCANTATION - KEEP IN P ILLOW MAN SLEEPS ON 

instanc e ,  yo ' were mah husban ' an ' 
have decided prob ' bly da t yo ' didn ' t 
want me . I say , "Well , yo ' an ' I 
come back home an ' stay - anything . 

Yo ' prob ' bly say , "No , I don ' t want chew . "  Well , now , ah go to a neighbor ' s  
house unaware - when de neighbor steps out . I go in de neighbor ' s  house and 
steal ' er di shrag . I let dis dishrag dry . Well , den when yo ' come back ag ' in. 
if yo ' do come back - well , yo ' said yo ' don ' t  want me or anything . Well , sup
pose I ask yo ' to do me a favor . Yo ' come in an ' I let chew be wit me , yo ' see .  

(The last time . I understand . )  
Well , now , I use dis  towel [ dishrag as a towel ] . 
(On yourself or on him? ) 
[ I  evidently was not too keen about being the guinea pig ! ] 
On mahself af tah yo ' do what chew do . But ah don ' t do anythin ' .  Well . I take 

dis an ' even wet it an ' let it dry , an ' den I take dis an ' bring it ovah lak dis 
[ demons trates ] .  I tie a knot in dis an ' ah pull dis tuh me , yo ' see [ demon
strates ] . 

(YOU TIE THE KNOT TOWARD YOU . ) 
Yes , an ' d en ah say,  "Now , ah want chew to stay wit me always , an ' should ah 

be no mo ' service t o  yo ' , no one evah will . "  Ah twist  dis . Ah tear a place in 
.. h pillah an ' ah put dis in de pillah , an ' ah sew dat up .  An ' ah put dat on de 
side dat yo ' sleep on when yo ' are' dere , if yo ' are not dere . I t  is a positive 
fact dat yo ' will nevah b e  able to be yoreself . 

(With any other woman . )  
Not wit - whenevah yo ' start , yo ' might have a desire . but j ea '  at  dat pah

tic ' lah time when yo ' get t o  [ approach] dat person,  yo ' will fail . BUT DAT IS  
110 JOKE . 

(I ' ve heard about the dishrag , but you are telling me something that is a 
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different version of it . )  [Mobile , Ala . , (650) , 84 2 : 1 . ] 
3 3 7 6 . Take d e  dishrag when yo ' mess togethah , only de waman mus tn 't  dis

aharge . Gen 'a Z Zy de men db a Z Z  dat . Den yo ' take dat dishrag an ' yo ' clean ' im  

KNOT 1 - TO HOLD - HEAD AND PUBIC HAIR 
IN CORNER OF DISHRAG - KEPT IN CENTER OF MATTRESS  

off wit it . An ' take d e  hair 
out de top of ' is haid an ' 
t ie it togethah , an ' put it 
up ' tween d e  mat tress an ' put 

one knot in it in de cornah , an ' put it r ight in de middle of de mat tress . An ' 
he stays der e ,  he won ' t go . 

(You said t he hair from the top of his head and the hair from down below , and 
you put it in the dishrag - tie it up in the dishrag . Then you put one knot in 
the dishrag . )  

Dat ' s right . [ Sumter , s .  Car . 1 (1368 ) 1 24 20 : 12 . ] 
33 7 7 .  Well , j es '  lak yo ' has a husban ' an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' im tub make no 

co ' se [ intercours e]  wit no othah woman ,  yo ' go somewhere an ' yo ' steal a dish
rag - doesn ' t use yore own dishrag , 

KNOT 1 - TO TIE COIN IN STOL EN DISHRAG 
WIPE MAN WITH AND WEAR 

yo ' steal some othah woman ' s  dishrag . 
An ' why latah in de night when yo ' wit 
' im, make lak [ pretend ] yo ' also wit 

' im  an ' yore not .  See , yo ' git yores an ' not his ' n .  Well , yo ' take yo ' a piec e 
of money an ' t ie it up in a rag an ' yo ' wipe ' im  off wit dat same dishrag . Well , 
ah would tote it an ' ah wouldn ' t  throw i t  away . An ' he couldn ' t  have no othah 
woman den but chew [me] . 

(You say he doesn ' t  wipe with that rag at all ? )  
No sir . Yo ' wipe him, see . Yo ' don ' t wipe yores atall . H e  won ' t  undahstan ' 

whut chure doin ' , see . Yo ' don ' t make connection wit ' im - may pertend yo ' do ' s . 
(And you put a piece o f  money in that rag and TIE IT UP IN A CORNER. WHY DO 

YOU PUT THAT MONEY IN THAT RAG ? )  
Yes - well , de rag will keep h im  down . See , dat ' s  money , an ' dat makes yo ' 

git de money . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1 3 28 ) , 2 28 2 : 3 . ]  
3378 . Take a string an ' measure ' im  when , yo ' know, 

measure ' im  wit dat string , wit ' er undahskirt string . 

KNOT 1 - TIED IN UNDERSKIRT STRING USED TO MEASURE MAN 
PULL STRING THROUGH DISHRAG 3 TIMES 

BALL UP - THROW BEHIND DOOR OR HANG OVER 

de full length . She ' ll 
If she have a undahskirt 

on , she ' ll have a string 
on dat . She ' ll take dat 
undahskir t string an ' 
she ' ll measure his 
length . She take it an ' 

tie it in a hard knot to dat same length . Tie it r ight in a hard knot an ' tie it 
to her waist , an ' a t  night she take dat string an ' break it off . She go to her 
table an ' she git a dishrag , an ' she take dat dishrag an ' wipe it down by dat 
string . Pull de string through dat dishrag three t imes an ' roll de string up 
an '  throw it behind de door - or hang it up ovah de door . 

Throw it behin ' dere an ' dat will tie him up . He nevah kin have any truckin ' .  
(Now she takes this string from her underclothes and she get s his measure . 

Then she ties one knot in it . And what piece does she bring out of that , then? ) 
De  same end - j es '  see [ d emons trates ] lak he ' s  [ his]  length heah, she t ie it 

right dere . She t ie de knot in dat string t o  j es '  de length of ' im . Yes , she 
break dat off . 

(It ' s  his length then that she pulls through the dishrag? )  
Pull through d e  dishrag . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594 ) 1 76 7 : 3+8 5 . ]  
33 7 9 .  Dey tell me dey ties three knots in a string an ' wear dat . Dey t ell 

me dat will hold somebody . 
(What do they do with the string ? )  
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KNOT S 3 
IN STRING 

Dey take an ' put three knot s in it an ' git s  a d ishrag an ' 
t ie it roun ' der e  wit dat . 
(What will that do? ) 

TIED ABOUT DISHRAG Dat will hold a man an ' keep ' im from runnin ' aroun ' . 
(They j ust take a string and a d ishrag . That ' s  all? She 

doesn ' t use it on him or anything? )  
No 1 j es '  wear it . [Fayet teville . N .  Car • • (1434 ) 1 2599 : 1 2 . ] 
3380 . Or eithah take a dishrag af tah yo ' use i t  washin ' dishes wit it . Yo ' 

kin take dat dishrag an ' wip e a man wit it an ' fold i t  up an ' put it ovah yor e  
do 1 1  o r  eithah p u t  it  i n  d e  bot tom of yor e shoe an ' wear it . Wel l 1 he can ' t  

rai se no hear t fo ' no one . 
KNOT S 9 (Which do you t ie? ) 

Jes ' t ie de di shrag in nine knot s 1  or eithah yo ' could fold i t  an ' 
wear it  in de bot tom of yor e shoe 1 o r  eithah up ovah d e  do ' .  [Florence . s .  Car • • 
(1308) . 2213 : 7 . ] 

3381 . (TELL ME THE ONE ABOUT THE DI SHRAG 1 THAT MY BOY [ Sorry ! No disrespect.) 
SAID YOU TOLD HIM . Begin right at the beginning and tell the whole s t or y  now . 
About the dishrag . )  

About de dishrag . 
wit any othah woman 1 

now . If yo ' wanta keep - say yore husban ' home from bein ' 
or anythin ' lak dat 1 why yo ' suppo sed t o 1  while he ' s  asleep 1 

KNOT S 9 - AFTER WRAPPING 9 TIMES 
yo ' take de dishcloth an 1 1 yo ' know1 have it 
a little damp - not too wet 1  j es '  kinda damp 
an ' yo ' suppo sed to wip e him wit dat . Yo ' 

see 1 yo ' wipe ' im down dere wit it . Den yo ' take it an ' yo ' double it up - fold 
it up . Yo ' has a cord str ing an ' yo ' wrap it nine time s 1  yo ' know d e  long way 
down . Ah show yo ' [ demonstrates] . Jes ' fold it up lak dis 1 an ' yo ' carry de 
string roun ' dat nine t imes 1 see . An ' den af tah carryin ' it  dis nine time s 1  yo ' 
take it an ' yo ' t ie nine knot s in de end o f  it . An ' when yo ' take it 1 den yo ' 
carry it  out . Yo ' know1 carry it out de do ' when yo ' goin ' out an ' bury it at 
de side - lak if yo ' goin' out 1 lak dat gat e 1  yo ' bur y  der e .  Well 1 when he goes 
out 1 why he ain ' t no good no mo ' in dis house 1 but whenevah he came back on de 
inside t o  yo ' why he ' s  all r ight . But when he go out 1 why dere nuthin ' tall to 
it . [ Sumter 1 S.  Car • • (138 6 ) 1 246 5 : 2 . ] 

3382 . When he runnin ' aroun ' - well 1 it tain ' t but one thing fo ' tub do fo ' 
him1 an ' ah hate t ub t ell yo ' dat . Ah ' m  goin ' t ell yo ' dat now1 an ' den ah ' m  

go in ' leave yo ' .  Yo ' know whut dat i s ?  
MATTRESS (No . ) 

Have intahco ' se wit ' im wit a d ishrag . An ' aftah de intahco ' se is 
made wit de d ishrag an ' yo ' wipe ' im wit dat dishrag . plac e it into de bed 1 L IKE 
YO ' LIVE IN A HOTEL 1 an ' TAKE A SAFETY RAZOR BLADE AN ' SPLIT DAT BED 1 DAT MAT
TRESS OPEN 1 an ' make him lay right on dat d ishrag . an ' his will nevah git stif f 
fo ' nobody el se but ' er .  

(Well 1 i sn ' t there any way that he can get r id o f  that ? )  
No . 
[ This was the end of her information. 

t o  her opening question is an honest one . 
tell . ] [ Brunswick .  Ga • • ( 1 2 3 7 ) 1 2102 : 1 0 . ] 

She is marked not much. My answer no 
I did not know what she was going to 

3383 . Kin use a dishrag on him to stop ' im from dat . 
(How would she do that ? )  
She ' d  take dat dishrag an ' have intahco ' se wit ' im 1  an ' wipe him off wit dat 

dishrag . Take de dishrag an ' put it  in de mattress at home . an ' he ' ll have to 
stay dere 1 too . [ S t .  Peter sburg . Fla • • (102 7 ) 1 167 1 : 3 . ] 

3384 . An ' yo ' couldn ' t  fool wit nobody else but dem .  Well 1 dey take de rule 
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an ' dey measure it an ' j es '  how long it is . Dey call de  inches , an ' as dey call 
de inches , dey measure it ' cros s .  [To measure with a rule is rare . ]  

MEASURING After dey mea sure it ' cros s ,  why dey take de rule an ' double it up . 
Af ter dey done dat , why dey will go to  work - dat ' s  when yo ' ' sleep ,  

now - dey will go to work an ' git a dishrag , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' wip e yo ' private 
wit it , see . Dey wipe yo ' private wit it , why dey ' ll take dat dishrag an ' put it 
in a cornah or some par t o f  de house where yo ' can ' t  git holt o f  it , see . Af tah 
dey ' s done dat , 'why yo ' j es '  couldn ' t  git  no heaPt fo ' nobody else but ' er .  

(What will they do with that rule,  then? ) 
Dat rul e ,  dey don ' t  do nuthin wit de rule , j is '  measure yore diak an ' dey ' ll 

close rule back up , see . 
[My informant , marked good , thinks magically . This rite , like many o thers , 

contains a number o f  magic ac tions : measur ing (magic of limitation) ; length and 
width (makes a cross) , arossing up according to operator ' s  desire or wish ; closing 
the rule a f ter measuring [ [ this is like opening and closing a pocketknife in some 
rites ] ] (magic o f  enclo sing ) ; double (magic encircling ) , corner ing the dishrag 
(cessation of movement ) ;  etc . ] [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (511) , 580 : 4+85 . ]  

3385 . Dey takes de dishcloth, yo ' know whut dey use in de kitchen , an ' when 
dey fool s wit one anothah on de  bed , she ' ll wipe wit dat yo ' see - she wipes ' im  
off  wit da t .  He ' ll have no f eelin ' for nobody el se . 

MONS VENERIS - ' FORE HER PLACE DERE 
(What does she do with that  di shcloth 
then? ) 
Dat dishclo th? Why she weahs it awhile 

roun ' ' er waist , yo ' know right ' fore her place dere yo ' know , an ' den fer three
fa ' days yo ' know . Den she quit s .  De  only way yo ' kin rid of da t ,  yo ' has to 
steal yo ' someone else ' s dishrag an ' wipe yo ' sel f  wit it . Dat ' s  de only way 
yo ' ll git rid of it . I f  yo ' don ' , yo ' cain ' t  have no feelin ' fo ' nobody but ' er. 

9 TIMES - DISHRAG KEPT IN MATTRES S  
3386 . Take a dishrag an ' evah t ime he mess 
wit ' er ,  why she wipe wit da t dishrag an ' 
take an ' ball it up , an ' put it right back 

undah de mat tres s .  
outside a tall . But 
( 613) , 7 90 : 7+85 . ] 

Do it fer nine times an ' ah cain ' t  mess wit no woman on de 
ah kin mess wit ' er but no one el se . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , 

3387 . Den again , if a woman got chew so da t yo ' can ' t have nobody else an ' 
don ' t  want chew tuh have nobody else , yo ' go tuh somebody ' s  house an ' steal a 
dishrag ; da t ,  if  it mean ah can ' t  have nobody el se,  i f  ah can ' t have no one but 

9 TIMES OR MORNINGS - WASH WITH STOLEN DISHRAG 
one woman . Ah would go to a 
person house an ' steal a dish
rag , where dey be washin ' dishes 

[ the rag must be damp ] , an ' ah ' d  take da t 
nine mawnin ' s .  Da t will make mah ooUPage 
(1188 ) , 2006 : 6 . ] 

dishrag , an ' wash mahsel f off good for 
come back to me . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  

3388 . Jis ' like if I come here to dis lady ' s  house an ' steal ' er dishcloth,  
an ' take it back home an ' wash dat dishcloth out so  dey won ' t  be no fat on it 
[ to ]  make the man suspicious ] .  Den ,  yo ' see , use i t  ovahnight on ' im .  Yo ' got 

9 T IMES OR NIGHTS - USE STOLEN DISHRAG 
WASHED FAT FREE - FRIED IN GREASE - BURIED 

to use i t  for nine nights ,  or use 
it  nine t imes - it ' s  all right . Den 
take it an ' put it into a pan of 
grease an ' fry it . Take de cloth 

an ' ball it up an ' put it into a can where it ' ll stay ho t - yo ' know , not let it 
git cold - an ' go an ' bury dat can . An ' he cain ' t  leave dat house to save his 
life.  A man ain ' t  gon ' a  leave home . An ' when he do go , he can ' t have no pleasure . 
[ Baltimor e ,  Md . ,  (150) , 55 : 2+85 . ]  
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3389 . 
dishrag . 

Gits her a bran ' -new piece of  cloth an ' she use dat nine times fo ' a 
She use dat nine times wit ' im ,  an ' she take dat piece of cloth an ' 

9 TIMES - NEW CLOTH - WEAR IN BOSOM 
she put it in her bo som,  an ' she wear it 
all de time . Now,  when she wear it he 
can ' t do nuthin . 

(She doesn ' t 
No . 

actually use it as a dishrag ? )  

(Jus t for wiping ? )  
Yeah , j es '  fo ' a dishrag . [ Fayetteville , N . Car . , (1396) , 2 513 : 4 . ] 
3 39 0 .  He kin take de d ishrag whut she nuse [ use] , an ' if he ' s  smart enough 

tuh git ' er monthlies cloth an ' put it [both see late�] ovah de do ' - ovah ' er 

9 DAYS - HE KEEP S DI SHRAG AND MONTHLY CLOTH OVER BACK DOOR 
EACH MORNING BEFORE SPEAKING - HE COUNTS 26 - ON 9TH DAY 
THROWS TIED CLOTHS OVER lEFT SHOULDER - NOT LOOKING BACK 

back do ' - an ' evah 
time she go out dat 
do ' will bring ' is 
natu�e back tuh ' im. 
Af tah nine mawnin ' s  

he count tuh 26  - fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - soon as he git outa bed ' fore he speak tuh 
anybody .  Fo ' nine mawnin ' s he ' ll count tuh 2 6 ,  an ' aftah dem nine mawnin ' s ,  he 
take dis back down , an ' throw it ovah ' is lef t  shouldah an ' walk away an ' don ' t 
look back, an ' IT WILL RESTORE HIS BACK TUH ' IM ,  an ' she can ' t do anythin ' tuh 
it no mo '  - no mo ' . 

(What does he put over the door , now? ) 
De dishrag , yeah , dat she use in de kitchen , an ' ' er monthlies clo th ,  t ied 

togethah . Put it ovah . 
(The door as [where ]  she walks out ? ) 
Where she go tta go out dat do ' . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 9 ) , 2177 : 2 . ]  
3391 . Whut could yo ' do wit a greasy dishrag . Well , if yo ' got a man an ' yo ' 

don ' t want ' im tuh care fo ' anybody else , yo ' kin take a greasy dishrag an ' let 
' im drink off an ' yo ' don ' t .  Take dat greasy dishrag an ' wipe him fo ' nine times 

wit it an ' den fold 
9 TIMES - AFTER HE DRINKS WATER FROM THE DISHRAG - WIPE HIM 

WITH IT - FOLD TO YOU 9 DIFFERENT WAYS - PUT OVER DOOR 
it in nine dif ferent 
ways tuh yo ' ,  fold 
it all de t ime tuh 

yo ' . Den yo ' put it up ovah anywhere dat he ' s  gotta walk in an ' out undah . Dat ' l  
keep ' im f rom ga in '  wit othah women . [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1542) , 2788 : 3 . ]  

339 2 .  I f  a man is runnin ' aroun ' an ' ' is wife wanta stop ' im, she gits ' is 
washrag or washclo th - de man ' s , no t hers . Den she put s wit dis , de nex ' time 
she have anything to do wit ' im,  she put dat wit ' im  whut dey wipe wit , wit dis 

washclo th,  an ' bury 
9 MORNINGS - SHE POURS HER URINE - ON DISHRAG UNDER STEP S it underneat ' de 

s t ep s . Fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s she will evah mawnin ' , when she use her bucket - she won ' t  go to de lav
atory - she ' ll use a nightglass an ' po ' it on dere nine mawnin ' s .  He can ' t have 
anything to do wit no othah woman but ' is wife . Finally , he ' ll f ind out dat he 
can ' t .  He ' ll come back home an ' be sat isfied an ' stay dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  (127 9 ) , 217 7 : 1 . ] 

3393 . Well , ah tell yo ' ,  it ' s  very simple - it ' s  nuthin very much to do . If  
yore husban ' - if a woman ' s  husban ' have ano thah woman an ' she kin j is '  f� ' im, 

he can ' t bothah no woman but ' er ,  cuz 
9 TIMES - WIPE TO YOU - BURY UNDER DOOR a ole lady to le me dat years ago when 

ah were quite young . An ' she said , 
"Any time yo ' wants yore husban ' tuh stop gain '  wit othah women an ' s tay home 
more , " she say , "yo ' take yore dishrag . " Yo ' know yore dishrag ' ll git r ight 
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greasy , if yo ' don ' t chang e ' em offten .  An ' she said , "Yo ' take yore d ishrag . " 
She said , "Don ' t wa sh it , leave it git r ight gr ea sy - whut yo ' waPh dishes wit . "  
An ' she say , "Any time he have - always carry dis dishrag to b ed . "  She said , 
"Don ' t l eave it in yore kitchen any mor e , "  she said , "but yo ' carry it to bed an ' 
keep it by yor e b ed wher e he won ' t  see it . "  An ' she say , "An ' when he have a 
connec tion wi t yo ' , " she say , "yo ' always use it yoresel f an ' br ing [ wip e ]  it to 
�· Yo ' dry ' im yor es elf . An ' , "  she say , "when yo ' dry ' im , bring it to yo ' . " 

(Oh l br ing it out to you? ) 
Uh-hmm, bring it to yo ' da t 

or somep in , give it to ' im an ' 
always do da t [ wip ing ] f ir st . "  
but choo . "  

way . "An ' , "  she sayed , "den if vo ' have a towel 
let ' im  take to ' imself , "  she said , "but yo ' 
An ' she sayed , "He can ' t bothah no othah woman 

Well , I know dat by experienc e b ecuz when I married my second husban ' he wuz 
awfully - yo ' know , he wuz much older dan me an ' he quite na tchly he had o thah 
womens b efo ' he evah met me . But he got wher e  it seemed da t he got so careles s ,  
he wouldn ' t  stay home like he ought to , an ' ah loved ' im dearly . An ' he would 
go away an '  s tay an ' stay . An' one night ah wuz cryin ' an ' all dis come to me , 
as dis ole lady tole me da t ,  when ah had my f irst  husban ' an ' ah wuz in my teens . 

An ' ah did da t thing . An' so finally , he [ second husband] wuz named John Jen
kins . An ' f inally John commen ' [ commense ]  tuh stayin ' home . Sometimes ah sa id , 
"Why don ' t yo ' go on out" - j is '  tryin ' ' im,  yo ' know . Ah say , "Yo ' don ' t nevah 
stay home , "  ah said , "Ah ' m  surpr ised at yo ' bein ' home . "  

He sa id , "Well , ah don ' t car e to go out any mor e  much an ' ah thought ah ' d  try 
to s tay here at home . "  He say , "Ah want to stay here an ' wa tch yo ' . " 

Ah sa id , "Well , stay here an ' watch me den . " We j is '  pa ss it o f f  dat way . 
An ' finally one night he tole me , he say , "Ulah . "  
I say , "Huh? " 
He say , "Yo ' always aftah me ' bout o thah wimmins . "  He say , "Yo ' all ought 

not to bothah me ' bout othah wimmins . "  He say , "Ah used to would run aroun ' 
bad , " he said , "but ah tell yo ' , " he says , "her e of  lat e , "  he says , "ah got 
wher e , "  he say , "ah want to t ell yo ' de truth . "  He say , "Ah ' ve tried , "  he said , 
"but ah can ' t bothah no woman in d e  world but yo ' • " He say , "Ah have tried - all 
my old f riends ah used to b e  roun ' wi t ,  ah can ' t do anythin ' to dem . " He say , 
"But when ah git  to yo ' , " he said , "ah ' m  all right . "  

Ah said , "Well , mayb e  da t ' s  d e  way God intends it . "  An ' ah know f er myself 
an ' ah ' ll nevah forgit da t .  Co ' se ah ain ' t got no husban ' ,  no friends , nuthin 
now , but ah won ' t forgit  da t .  

(What did you do with the dishrag then? ) 
Take de dishrag aftah yo ' use i t  wit ' im fer nine times an ' bury it undah de 

do ' step .  
(And after that , then he ' s  no good ? ) 
Ain ' t no good . He ' s  no good . [ Why ? See informant ' s  r emarkable s tory about 

his bit ing her , 888 , p . 3 19 . ] [ Newport News , Va . ,  (48 2) , 509 : 2+8 5 . ]  
3394 . Dey kin use a di shrag on a sweetie , j is '  lak if a sweetie ' s  runnin ' 

aroun ' . Well , an ' she ketch ' im  ' sleep , yo ' see . Yo ' know j is '  lak some men do 
s l eep real fas t .  [ The preceding fas t  = deep or sound; but to s leep fas t  is s till 

9 T IMES - BATHE UP - HANG DISHRAG IN CORNER OF HOU SE 
an unusual expression in 
my exp erienc e - to go to 
s leep fast or quick ly ,  

yes . ] Well , yo ' take da t di shrag an ' git  a t  d e  end o f  dereself an ' bath it up . 
Jis ' lak dis hiss elf , lak dis [ her ] fingah , well yo ' go to d e  end which is de 
ha id of it , see , an ' bath it  up to hi s stomach . Bath it up nine t imes . An ' den 
yo ' hang it  up in de cornah of  yore house an ' don ' use it , see . An ' da t rag ' ill 
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j is ' dry up an ' he cain ' t have no intahco ' se wit nobody - no one . [�his , 
Tenn . , ( 940) , 1523 : 4 . ] 

3395 . Ah ' ve tried dat mahsel ' ,  ah ' ve ' sperienc e dat . Go tuh anybody ' s  hous e ,  
a h  don ' care who ' tis , an ' take dere dishrag whut dey wa sh dere dishes vit , an ' 

9 TIMES - RUB UP WITH STOLEN DI SHRAG - RETURN IT 
take it nine t ilDes . .Jea ' take 
it lak d i s  an ' rub it right up 
lak da t nine t im.es . Don '  rub 

it down , take an ' rub 
same place . 

it up nine times an ' put it [ dishrag ] right back in dat 

[ I  need no t say ,  except to the dirty-minded , tha t informant when demonstrating 
was holding an imaginary dishrag in one hand and us ing it on his other hand . ] 

(After you do that , you take the dishrag and bring it back to the house where 
you s tole it ? )  

Jes ' where yo ' pick it up a t , take i t  an ' put i t  right back in da t same place. 
Ah ' ve did dat . 

(That will bring back the fellow ' s aourage. ) [ Wilson , N . Car . , (145 5 ) , 2645 : 3 . ] 
3396 . Well , if he lo se ' is nature an ' cain ' t nevah git up no heart or nuthin 

lak dat , well , yo ' slip aroun ' tub yore sistah ' s house [ anyone ' s  house ] , an ' slip 

9 TIMES - WIPE DOWN - SECRETLY IN SOMEONE ' S  HOUSE 
in de kitchen an ' git [ st eal ]  
a dishrag an ' wipe ' is prick 
down fo ' nine mawnin ' s 

s traight . It ' ll come back.  
3397 . It ' s  a ole story . 

many people do ' s  it . 

[Memphi s , Tenn . , (952) , 1538 : 5 . ] 
Ah reckon so many [ times ]  yo ' heahs about dat . So 

Well , de only thing ah ' ve heard dat a wumman take , use a greasy dishrag , an ' 
she would take dat dishrag aftah she ' ud [ she would ] be  wit ' im an ' use it . Co ' se 

9TH DAY SHE USES ON HIM AND HER 
D I SHRAG SOAKED 8 MORNINGS IN COLD WATER 

WITH WI SHES AGAINST OTHER WOMAN 

she ' d  soak it in cold watah an ' make 
her wishes on de wumman dat she had 
trouble ' bout , fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 
she use it on ' im  den de ninth day , 
see . Aftah she use it  eight mawnin ' s ,  

de ninth mawnin ' she must have some connec tion wit ' im , see . An ' den she use , 
an ' den she would take it an ' de nature from de othah wumman ,  an ' den she use on 
' im ,  an ' use it on her self . Well , dat bring ' is nature to her . Ah ' ve reckon 
yo ' heard it dat way . 

(F irst she takes the dishrag and she put it  in cold water and makes her wishes 
on it for eight days . The ninth day she takes tha t rag and uses it on him . ) 

Use it on ' im  an ' den she uses it on ' erself , an ' makes ' er wishes dat he 
wouldn ' t  have anythin ' wit no othah wumman but ' er .  See . An ' she takes dat rag 
an ' den she buries it , see . J es ' as long a s  da t rag stay buried , why he wouldn't 
want nobody else . [ Wilson, N .  Car . , (15 07 ) , 267 5 : 1 . ] 

3398 . Well , de way a woman use dat , she comes in contac t wit ' er husband , 
she uses de d ishrag , yo ' know , an ' he won ' t have any feelin ' s  fo ' no one but ' er .  

P ILLOW - DI SHRAG UNDER HIS 
(What does she do with that dishrag , then! ) 
When ' im  an ' ' er gits through she wipes vit it an ' 
put s it ' way , yo ' know , an ' sticks it trndabneat '  

' is pillah where he kin lie his haid on it  evah ni ght . He ' d  nevah have no mo '  
feelin ' s fo ' no othah woman but ' er .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1007) , 1627 : 8 . ]  

PLATE , HI S - WIPED WITH DI SHRAG 
3399 . Mah husban ' wuz mistreated me fo ' an
othah woman an ' ah didn ' t  want ' im  to have dis 
woman . Ah wet mah dishrag an ' ah washed my 

who le self wit it an ' ah wipe ' is pla t e  out wit it  an ' let ' im  eat out o f  it . 
He ain ' t goin ' wit nobody but me . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (972) , 1573 : 14 . ] 
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3400 . Jes ' lak if a person is mean an ' cruel - a man is mean an ' cruel tuh 
' is wife or sweethear t or s ompin lak dat . When yo ' cook fo ' ' im ,  take her [ your ] 
ur ine an ' put it in ' is food , if yo ' want ' im tuh s t ill love yo ' .  Jes ' take her 
[ your ] ministratin ' an ' put it into meals - put dat into meals . An ' take de 
dishrag an ' wipe his plate out wit it . An '  dat ' ll make him aome undahneat ' aha . 

(That urine in his food is supposed to make him be kind? ) 
Yes sir . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1184 ) , 1997 : 3 . ] 
3401 . A woman use a dishpan - a new d ishpan an ' a d ishrag . Evah time she 

feed ' er ole man , why she rub dat dishrag in ' tween ' er laig s an ' wipe his plate 
wit it an ' ' is cups whut he use ,  to keep ' im . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (118 2 ) , 199 3 : 12 . ] 

3402 . I don ' t want ' im to have nobody but 
SHOES - P IECES OF BEDCLOTH WORN IN me . An ' I will have dealing s wit ' im at  

night . [ I  do ] no t come , but I take dat 
piec e ,  af tah I git up an ' wipe wit it , an ' j is '  cut dem pieces out an ' put ' em  
into mah shoes an ' wear it . 

( In both shoes? ) 
Both mah shoes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 1 5 7 3 : 15 . ]  
3403 . [ Snail and impot ence is  quite a collec tion of material in itself - see 

ZateP. The present snail rite I have decided to include here . ]  
I ' ve heard o f  people takin ' snails . Take dat snail an ' mash 

SNAIL AND DISHRAG ' im  up fine . Yo ' git a dishrag out de kitchen , I ' ve heard , 
take an ' wrap ' im up in dat dishrag . An ' when yo ' fool wid 

a woman yo ' wipe her wid da t an ' bury dat , an ' she no good . Den if she happen 
to fool wid anudah [another ] man on yo ' ,  she ' s gonna git hung j is '  lak de dog . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 25 2 ) , 248 : 6+85 . ]  

3404 . [To steal a dishrag is a common rite that will b e  found elsewhere in 
the t ext . ]  

Now , when yo ' have a intahco ' se wit her , why yo ' take a dishrag - steal some
one ' s dishrag , see . An ' den when yo ' an ' ' er gits through havin ' intahco ' se ,  

why yo ' wipe her wit i t  an ' take i t  an ' throw i t  away - j es '  
STEALING DISHRAG bury it r ight off where dere can ' t nuthin git to i t . An ' 

dere can ' t nuthin git to  it [ the woman] . An ' dere can ' t no 
man have her but chew. [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (991 ) , 1599 : 3 . ] 

3405 . She kin take a dishrag an ' j es '  wipe it [ him] 
3 TIMES - WIPE - P ILLOW three times . He won ' t have no use fo ' nobody but ' er .  

(What would she do with that dishrag then? ) 
She j es '  keep dat dishrag an ' stick it in ' er pillah an ' sew it up in dere . She 
won ' t let ' im  see it , though . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1118 ) , 1 7 96 : 6 . ]  

3406 . A woman can take a dishrag from a man ' s  house she loves , wash it out 
and bury it in the ground . Let it s tay for three weeks [ 21 days or 3x7 days ] . 

Then go back and dig it up and wear it around 
3 WEEKS - 21 DAYS OR 3x7 DAYS her neck , and this man won ' t have anything to 

do with any other woman exc ept her . That ' s  how 
she can keep him . [ Fredricksbur g ,  Va . ,  (46 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

3407 . I t  wu z  man an ' wife had a fus s ,  dey said , an ' ' is wif e ,  she wuz a woman 
dat liked to run aroun ' a lot yo ' undahstan ' wit othah men . An ' he went to a 
for tunetellah an 1 see whut - yo ' know , how he could s top her from runnin ' aroun ' 

URINE - P IECE OF STOLEN DISHRAG WIPED WITH 
STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE - THROWN INTO RIVER 

wit so many men. 
So she tole him, she said , "Yo ' 
steal a d ishrag . "  Steal one from 
someone els e ,  no t ' is own - j es '  

like yo ' steal anythin ' else . So he steals a dishrag . 
An ' she tole ' im ,  she said , "At night when yo ' go to bed wit '_er , befo ' yo ' 
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intahco ' se wit ' er yo ' self , "  she say , "yo ' play wit ' er an ' take a part of de 
ra' - j is '  tear it off - an ' rub it aroun ' in dere , an ' den put it iD a bottle 
an stop i t  up wit some of ' er wa tah , not yore own . "  She said 1  "Dat DigM when 
yo ' go to her , "  she said , "don ' t use [ put ] yore watah in dere [ chamberpot] - yo ' 
see , don ' t mix i t  [ yours with hers ] .  An ' den take hern [ her water ]  an ' put it 
in a bottle wit diz [ this ] rag . Yo ' s top it up an ' put it in de rivab. Ro otbah 
man could have a chance t o  have intahco ' se wit ' er .  Soon a s  he git to de place. 
he ' ll j is '  drop right down . "  [ Richmond , Va . ,  (36 2 ) , 2 98 : 1+8 5 . ]  

3408 . Ah don ' t know how true dis is but ah heard whut wimmins to le me 1 dat 
if a woman got a husban ' an ' don' t want ' im  t uh be wi t no one but ' er - j es ' lak 

WATER AND D ISHRAG : 
( 1) WUERE DE DEW • • •  KIN FALL ON IT 

he goin ' [ a ]  bit  [ l ittle ] wit ' er .  Well1 
she gits a dishrag an ' she will wipe ' ia  
wit dat dishrag an ' throw i t  out undab de 
bushes where de dew an ' evahthin ' kin fall 

on i t . He s tay l imbah all de t ime .  
Well , den durin '  d e  t ime dat it wuz 
dry it off , why he wuz j es '  as good 

( 2 )  EAVES • • •  WHARE DE RAIN DRIPS 

Why he couldn ' t  b e  wit no woman but ' er .  
out dere , if de sun happen t o  strike it an ' 
fo ' anybody else as he wuz f o '  her . [ Way

cross , Ga . ,  ( 1112 ) 1 1 7 85 : 11 . ]  
3409 . Wal , she kin take a dishrag da t she 
us in ' in de kitchen an ' let ' im  an ' ' er have 

connection togethah an ' use i t  an ' take it directly undah de eaves of de house 
where it rains , an'  he won ' t  have feelin ' fer nobody else but ' er .  

She buries dis undah d e  eaves of d e  house right whare de rain drips . [ Jack
sonville , Fla . , (617) 1 7 9 2 : 5 . ] 

3410 . Yo ' take an ' go in dere an ' take dere dishrag . Take dey dishrag an ' 
use it on yoreself an ' de man ' s self an ' take it an ' throw i t  in runnin ' watah . 

(3)  WATER THAT RUNS - THROW INTO 

(What will that do? ) 
Well , dat will separa te ' em . Dat ' s  whut 
ah heard . 
(Separate a man and his wife? )  
Separa te d em .  

(That is , some other woman tha t  would want t o  separate a man and his wife , she 
would take their dishrag - go t o  the house and get their dishrag . Then she would 
use it on this man and herself when they were together , and throw it into running 
wa ter . Tha t would separate a man and his wife? ) 

That ' s  right . 
( So this woman would get the other woman ' s  husband ? ) 
D�t ' s  right . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1414) 1 2544 : 6 . ]  
3411 . An ' a woman take a man , if he mes s  wit anothah woman , an ' she take a 

dishrag tuh wipe him wit i t . If she want it tuh las t  always , take an'  soak it 

(4) WATER THAT RUNS OR SUGAR IN BOTTLE OVER DOOR 
SPELL LASTS FOREVER OR 30 DAYS 

in sugah 1 den wipe bia wit 
i t . Den yo ' put it � a 
quart j ar an'  throw it in 
runnin ' watah . Well1 it 

j es '  work fo ' about thirty days . Jes ' take de dishrag an ' put it in a bottle up 
ovah ' is haid 1 yo ' know , where no one won ' t  git  t o  it . I t  lasts thirty days . 

(Where do they usually put it over his head ? )  
Jes ' lak yo ' d  g o  out dis do ' an ' lak yo ' comin ' in from work1 yo ' come in dat 

do ' - go back an'  come in dat do ' . He cain ' t mess wit no othah wuman. Ah know 
da t ' s  tuh b e  true . 

(You put tha t  over the door , but if you soak that dishrag in sugar before you 
use it on him, then throw this into running wat er it will last all the t ime . ) 

Yes . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . ,  ( 15 04 ) , 25 7 1 : 11 . ]  
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341 2 .  Well , a h  hate tuh explain de thing so . 
(Well , I hear all those things . )  
Well , j es '  lak yo ' say , take a dishrag an ' yo ' use it , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' 

den take it an ' - take de dishrag an ' use it wit yo ' unt il yo ' git a-plenty on 
it , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' take a cord str ing an ' wrap it up 

( 5 )  WELL DRAIN very tight an ' carry it an ' bury it in de dreen of de house 
[ o r ]  where de watah drops from a well . An ' not so , put it 

up ovah de do ' sill somewhere up high .  An ' yo ' couldn ' t  have ' nect ion wit nobody 
but ' er .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1355) , 2633 : 9 . ] 

3413 . She kin [ take ] her a dishrag an ' aftah 
wipe ' im  off wit dat dishrag . An' she ' ll take a 

' er an ' ' im  have a ' co ' se ,  she 
small piece of dat dishrag an ' 

WHITE RAG - PIECE OF DI SHRAG IN - TIED ABOUT HER WAIST 

small white rag , an'  j is '  tie it r ight aroun ' ' er wa ist . 
' er control . [Memphis , Tenn . , (951) , 153 7 : 4 . ] 

(c) . DOG : A CAUSE OF IMPOTENCE 

wipe herself wit it , an ' 
wrap it up in a piece of 
white rag , a lit tle 

Den she have him undah 

3414 . Yo ' kin ketch a houn ' see when she ' s in heat - a  b itch at least , when 
she is in heat , an' raise up ' er r ight hind laig an ' cut it . 

(Cut it ? )  
BLOOD FROM DOG Yeah , an ' git some blood from it , see an ' put it in a cup . Put 

it in same of ' er coffee or tea ,  anything she dr inks . Let '� 
drink it an ' if a man go to her , she ' ll get stuck an ' can ' t  nobody get ' em  loose 
unt il yo ' come back an'  give her anothah dr ink of dat stuff . [ For like a�es 
like , see p . 349 . ] 

DE DOCTOR [M . D . [ KIN GIT ' EM LOOSE BY KILLING ONE OF ' EM ,  BUT CHEW KIN GIT ' EM  
LOOSE AN ' SAVE BOTH OF ' EM . 

(WELL t HOW CAN YOU DO THAT ? )  
JE S ' GIVE ' EM  A DRINK OF DAT - FROM DAT CUP WHAT YO ' KET ' D E  BITCH ' S  BLOOD 

WHEN SHE ' S IN HEAT . Yo ' know a b itch runnin ' roun ' , an ' yo ' ra ise her r ight 
hind laig an ' slit it . Jis ' cut a gash enough to git some blood an ' put dat 
blood in dere . Put a drop of blood in ' er cup of coffee or tea or somepin an ' 
she drink it see , an ' if a man go to her , why he gona stick . 

(He ' ll get stuck . ) 
An ' den when yo ' come back [ from find ing a b itch ] - evahbody roun ' dere yo ' 

know, do in ' somepin fer ' em , see - no soonah yo ' come back an ' yo ' walk in, an ' 
picks up a dose of somepin [ coffee or tea ]  an ' put [ in it ] a drop of dat blood 
an ' give it to her , an' she ' ll g it back all right . [ Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 46 9) , 47 6 : 1 . ] 

IF M . D .  FAILS - HOODOO DOCTOR MAY SUCCEED 
IF BOTH FAIL - THEY COME APART IN 9 DAYS 

3415 . (They do what? ) 
Take dem to de doctor [M . D . ] an ' if 
de doctor don ' g it ' em  apart , go 
right back an ' g it some of de dog ' s ,  

some dog blood , an'  grease de man 
r ight immediat ely . 

back right in de centah , an ' he ' ll come loose 

(You grease the man ' s  back you say ? )  
I n  de centah wit de same dog blood - d e  same dog dat dey g o t  d e  livah from 

[ in another rite] . Dey kin g it ' im  r ight loo se right immediately . 
[ I  stopped recording machine , but informant soon cont inued with a t ime state

ment I had to recover . ]  
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(And you say if the doctor [M .D . ]  doesn ' t get them apart 1 or you don' t  get 
them apar t 1 they will come apart in? )  

In nine days . [ Sumter 1 S .  Car . 1 (1384 )  1 2462 : 9 . ]  
3416 . Jes ' lak if yo ' wanted to tie a woman an ' a man tog ethah. Jea ' 1ak if 

a woman wus goin ' wit chure husban ' 1  or he wus goin ' wit ' er .  Jes ' l&k when yo ' s  
dog be matin ' 1 yo ' kin take yore pocketknif e an ' cut da t dog enough tuh bleed . 

MAN PUTS DOG BLOOD UNDER HIS S IDE OF MATTRES S  
STRANGER A ND  MAN ' S  WOMAN TIED WITHIN 3 DAYS 

Ah mean j es ' in a piece of cl.o th 
or sompin . An ' af tah it bleed on 
dis clo t h 1  yo ' take it an ' carry 
it home wit yo ' an ' put it undah 

yore mattress . an ' dey ' ll be tied togethah . Jes ' fold i t  up in two ways - j es '  
lak heah mah han ' kchuff now . Af tah yo ' git de blood on da t - YO ' DON ' T  MIND ME 
STAND IN ' UP ? Af tah yo ' git de blood on dere 1 j es '  fold it lak dis [demons trates ] . 

(Wait a minute ! You fold one half to the middle and then the other half . You 
fold one half to the middle and the other oppo site half to the middle . Then you 
fold it leng thwise to the middle . each side . )  

Den yo ' put it right undah yore ma ttress wher e [ the side]  yo ' sleep at . 
(Nine folds . )  
[Only one way can I und er stand nine fo lds . Sur ely the design here is 9 

squar es 1 a tick- tack-toe diagram 1 several examples of which app ear in HOODOO . 
The handkerchief i s  folded twic e 1  the two folds overlapping evenly 1 creat ing 3 
equal and horizontal oblongs . These are turned ver tically and fold ed twic e 1  
again both folds overlapping evenly 1 creating a stack o f  9 squares . Instead o f  
saying You fo Zd one haZf to the middZe . I should have said You fo Zd one haZf 
toruaPd the middZe . 1 

-

(Well 1 don ' t you do anything else with that blood f irst  before you put it 
under your mattress? ) 

No 1 j es '  take dat blood on dis han ' kschuff 1 lak ah got mah han ' kschuff in mah 
han ' . an ' put undah de ma t tress . In three days t ime dey ' ll git tied up . 

(You don ' t put the blood on them or anything ? )  
No . 
(Which dog do you get the blood from 1  the male or the female dog ? )  

D e  male dog . [ Brunswick . Ga . 1  (1210) 1 2 044 : 5 . ] 
3417 . Git de blood from a dog an ' de sickness of a woman an ' mix dose two 

things togethah . Put ' em in a lit t le bot tle an ' take dat bottle an ' stop it up 
tight . Lay it down in a little groove lak dat an ' put sand over it 1 an ' dat 

will take her nature away from all 

2 BLOODS - DOG ' S  BLOOD AND WOMAN ' S S ICKNESS 
MIX - BOTTLE - BURY 

men 1 any man . She can ' t have nuth
in to do wit anyone . 
(Do you take that from any kind of 
a dog 1 that blood? Any t ime? ) 
Any kind of a dog 1 any t ime .  [ St .  
Peter sburg . Fla . 1 (1025 ) 1 166 2 : 4 . ]  
3418 . Git a ole slut dog . Yo ' 

heah ' em  talkin ' about mens an ' womens being stick tuh one ' no thah an ' couldn ' t  
git ' em  loo se . Well 1 dey j es '  take dese ole slut dog dat run about 1 yo ' know 1 

OLE SLUT DOG • • •  "MUSS" 
CUT DAT LITTLE TIP OFF DOWN DERE 

FEED IT TO THE WOMAN 

d e  muss [ usually mess ] dey have at  d e  t ime 
dey are p�udin ' - see whut ah mean 1 tuh ma t e  
wit de othah dogs . Well 1 yo ' kin j es '  cut dat 
little tip off down dere 1 cut dat of f .  An ' 
well 1 go in wher e she makin ' sandwiches or 

sompin lak dat an ' give it tuh her . See 1 if yo ' think she goin ' out an ' can ' t 
s top 1 an ' yo ' wanted tuh ketch da t man an ' dat woman tuhgethah 1 yo ' ll shoo [ sure]  
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git ' em - she ' ll stay dere . [ The word pPouding is quite common in hoodoo ; it 
merely means swol len. Year s ago I used to hear the word pPoud in connec t ion with 
a wound - the flesh of the sore had begun to pPoud. One dict ionary calls it s use 
to describe cer tain female animals obsolete exaept foP dialeat . [ Fayet teville , 
N .  Car . , (1430) , 258 0 : 3 . ] 

3419 . Dere wus a man goin ' wit a girl an ' he couldn ' t do nuthin wit ' er .  
Well , she ' d  have connection wit othah men , an ' he couldn ' t  ketch ' er ,  an ' he 
couldn ' t  ketch ' er .  Well , dis same John McKinna , he lived at Clinton [ N .  Car . ] ,  

CUT IT FROM PROUD IN ' DOG - RUB ON WOMAN 
M . D . HAD TO KILL WOMAN WITH BLACK PILL TO SAVE MAN 

he said , "Ah ' ll t ell yo ' 
whut tuh do . "  An ' he tole 
de man whut tuh do . 
Well , he take a dog when she 

wus pPoudin ' an ' he cut it off , an ' he goes home an ' he wipes ' is gal wit dis 
thing . Now ,  dis wus at Wilmington [ N .  Car . ] ,  an ' he said de nex ' t ime dis man 
an ' dis woman have connection, dey ' ll git  hung up j es '  lak dis dog did . An ' IT 
WUS A WHITE MAN RAVIN ' CONNECTION WIT A COLORED WOMAN . An ' ah did know ' er mah
self , ah wus stayin ' dere [Wilmington] at dat t ime .  An ' de doc tor [M . D . ]  had tuh 
git ' em apar t , an ' de only [ thing ] he did wuz tuh give de woman a black pill . He 
kill ' er tuh git ' em  apart . Ah saw de woman mah ownself . [DoatoP McKinna appears 
or will elsewhere in HOODOO . ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1440) , 26 09 : 4 . ] 

DOG IN HEAT - BAKE TIP-END - DUST ON PERSON ' S FOOD 
3420 . Yes sir , ah heard 
about dat . Dey say dat when 
a dog is in heat , yo ' take 

an ' cut de end of a she dog ' s - de she dog , j es '  da t t ip-end of it . An ' yo ' take 
an ' bake it t ill it git hard to a dust . An ' den yo ' take an ' spr inkle it ovah a 
per son feed , an ' den he or she , or whoevah it ' tis have a connec tion wit ano thah 
per son , will hitch up lak a dog . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 1 2 06) , 203 7 : 8 . ] 

3421 . In matin ' -time wit dogs yo '  kin git  a piece of de hair out of a dog ' s  
chest an ' neck up in here an ' swinge [ singe] . Burn dat hair real good an ' burn 

HAIR FROM DOG - S INGE - IN PERSON ' S FOOD 
it down to sompin - into a ashes . Jes' 
burn it slow but burn it into ashes 
where yo ' kin j es '  - whenevah it ' s  

rolled up , mashed up , it ain ' t paid much ' tention to . An ' spr inkle it in a man ' s  
food , if h e  runnin ' roun ' . An ' sprinkle i t  in ' is food or eithah in a woman ' s  
food , any individual ' s  food , an' let ' em  ea t it . 

--(Then what happens if they eat it ? )  
Well , if dey eat [ it ]  an ' happ en tuh start tuh runnin ' roun ' ag ' in , well 

dey ' ll git tangled up j e s ' lak two dogs .  
(S tuck . )  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 2) , 9 28 : 4 . ] 
3422 . Yo ' kin take de hair from a dog or 

singe it , burn it yo ' know, parch it an ' git  
a cat  when dey pPoudin ' an ' yo ' 
it  in dey food where dey kin eat it , 

an ' when dey eat it , it will 
make ' em  hitah up . An ' a drop 
of dat blood , dat dog ' s blood -
a drop of dat in dey food , yo ' 

S INGED HAIR AND DROP OF BLOOD FROM PROUDING DOG 
IN FOOD - 9 DA YS DEY COME APART DEYSELF 

see . An ' if dey 
dey ' ll hitah up . 

runnin ' aroun ' , de husban ' or wif e ,  an ' yo ' ketch ' em  doin ' dat , 

No t t ill nine days dey come apar t deyself . 
(Af t er nine days . )  
Can ' t loo se ' em . Stay dat way nine days . [ Sumt er , s .  Car . , (1368) , 24 25 : 3 . ] 
3423 . Yo ' git  de wax outa de eat ' s  ear an ' git de wax outa de dog ' s ear an ' 

cut j es '  a lit tle piece of hair off de dog ' s  tail an ' den de half way of his 
back, an ' den de back his neck [ hair from 3 places ] ,  an ' put it in dey shoes . 
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Dey put in d e  woman ' s  shoe. 
(What happens then? ) 

2411 

HAIR 3 PLACES FROM DOG AND CAT 
EARWAX FROM BOTH 

PUT IN DE WOMAN ' S SHOE 
Dey git stuck to ' em  lak dos•· Y .... llle' [cJey] 
put dat in dere shoe,  de woman' s Sboe .  
(They don ' t get any hair from the cat thea! ) 

Git de cat hair an ' de dog ha ir togethah . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1505) 1 2672 : 9. ] 

HAIR FROM DOG AND CAT - INTO PERSON ' S FOOD 
3424 . De hair from a dog an' de 
hair from a ket [ cat ] an ' dey du.p . 
it into de food of  a person . Dat 

will cuz a tyin ' between 
(Cause what? ) 

a man an ' a run-aroun ' woman , but not at home . 

Tie ' em  up j es '  lak a dog t ie up . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 538) 1 6 57 : 5+8 5 . ]  
3425 . If yo ' want two people tub b e  tied up tuhgethah 1 j es '  lak yo ' know a 

man an ' a woman goin ' tuhgethah an ' yo ' want ' em  tub be brought tub shame an ' 
disgrace . Why then yo ' git de [male ] dog livah . Kill a dog an ' git ' is livah 

an ' let - j es '  [ l ike ] ah wuz tub cook livah fo ' suppah . Well , 
LIVER FROM DOG now , ah put livah on yore plat e ,  de dog livah on yore plate , 

but ah ain ' t goin ' put it on mah plate,  see . An ' ah ain ' t goin '  
b e  wit chew .  Ah ' ll play lak ah ' m  ministratin ' an ' can ' t b e  wit yo ' ,  see . [To b e  
with h im  before the dressed liver performed i t s  miss ion would break the spell ; i t  
could also b e  magically dangerous . Another example of the belief will b e  given 
later . ]  An ' let dem use de dog livah an ' yo ' us e de othah livah 1 yo ' see . An ' 
when dey go ahead an ' be tuhgethah 1 dey ' d  git tied up lak a dog . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (1351) 1 234 5 : 1 . ]  

3426 . Ah heard d em  say yo ' take a - j es '  
killed . Yo ' take dat blood from dat dog an ' 
lak dat fo ' yore husban 1 1 an ' if he mess wit 
fastened . 

lak yo � kill a dog , or a dog git 
fix it up in bread or sompin othah 
ary [any ]  othah woman , dey ' ll git 

(You mean they get that from a dog that gets killed ? ) 
Or , eithah yo ' - de dog git killed , if yo ' ain ' t  got de heart tub do [ it ] . 

But dey say mostly it ' ll work bettah if yo ' do it chureself . Split dat dog open 
an ' git de livah . Cook it an ' give it to yore husban ' 1 an ' if dey ' ll have a 
intahco ' se wit a woman , dey ' ll do j es '  lak a dog do ' s .  

(You get that dog ' s  blood and put it in some of his food . )  [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  
(1211) , 204 9 : 7 . ]  

3427 . Othah things about a dog , ah hear ' n  ' em  say . Yo ' could take a dog ' s  
livah if yo ' wanta . Jes ' lak if a woman ' s  husban ' goin ' wit anothah one [woman] 
an ' she [ wif e ]  wanted tub ketch up wit ' im an ' couldn ' t  ketch up wit ' im no way , 
an '  she take dat dog livah an ' cook it an ' let dat man eat it . Well , when he go 
back to dat woman an ' have connec t ion wit ' er ag ' in 1  dey git hang up . [ Savannah , 
Ga . , (1278) 1 2174 : 9 . ] 

3428 . Well , yo ' see d e  way dat ' s  done , it ' s  lak a man an ' woman ' s  havin ' 
connection - white an ' [ or ]  colored , yo ' know , togethah 1 an ' d e  woman want ' er 
husban ' tub stop . Why yo ' git dat dog livah an ' cook it 1 yo ' know , an ' den have 
her husban ' eat it fo ' suppah , yo ' see . He eat an ' den he go out , de firs ' thing 
he git in ' is min ' , ' bout dat colored woman or whatevah woman he ' s  wit , an ' he 
go dere an ' git wit dat woman ,  an ' de doctor [M . D . ] have tub git ' em  apart . 
[ Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 96 ) 1 2665 : 11 . ] 

34 29 . Dat is to say , to tie up a p erson . If a man thought ' is wife wuz run
nin ' aroun 1 1  he could kill a dog an ' git ' is livah an ' feed de livah to his wife ; 
an '  den if de man come dere an ' have intahco ' se 1  he would sit hung to her lak de 
dog . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1086) 1 17 55 : 7 . ]  

3430 .  Yo ' uses dog livah . Ketch a dog an ' git ' is livah . Dey does dat to 
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ketch a man an ' a woman tied up . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Kill de dog an ' git de livah an ' feed de man 

nect ion] wit a woman , why den dey git tied up . 
dey ' ll be shown out to de world - evahbody will 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 1601 : 8 . ] 

on it , an ' he go an ' have [ con
So when dey git tied, why den 
see ' em . Ah ' ve seen dat . [ St .  

3431 . [ I  say] dat yo ' could use dog livah tuh ketch a man wit a woman .  De 
same if a man wus gwine wit mah wif e an ' ah wanted tuh ketch ' im an ' he wus too 
slick fo ' me tuh ketch ' im .  Ah would go somewhere an ' kill a dog , an ' br ing ' is 
livah home an ' let ' er cook d e  livah . An ' by her no t knowin ' an ' she eat it , 
why - ah would nevah have anythin ' tuh do wit ' er ,  see [ see No . 34 25 ] . Jes ' let 
' er go on an ' eat de livah, an ' if she go out tuh have ' er man ,  why dey would 

hang up tugethah de same as two dogs . 
[ Here ,  having heard this rite so often ,  I turned off r ecording , but turned on 

machine again so that I could repeat his f inal statement as a quest ion . ] 
(YOU HAVE TO KILL ONE OF THEM TO GET THEM APART . THERE I S  NO OTHER WAY OF 

GETTING THEM APART ? )  
No sir . [ Florenc e ,  s .  Car . , (1286 ) , 2184 : 10 . ] 
343 2 .  He kin take de livah of a dog an ' t ie a man an ' a woman togethah . 
(How do they do that? ) 
I t  j es '  lak if yo ' got a wif e an ' yo ' know yore wif e go t anothah man on , an ' 

yo ' got two o r  thr ee dogs yo ' see , yo ' won ' t min ' partin ' wit one dem dogs , yo ' 
see . Yo ' know wfmmins lak livah, yo ' see . Well , yo ' kin j es '  take dem dog out 
lak yo ' gain ' hunt in ' someway [ somewhere]  an ' kill one see , an ' fix de livah up 
nice an' br ing i t  back home t o  her , an ' let ' er cook it an ' eat a good suppah out 
it , an ' if dat man evah touch ' er any mo '  dat settle her . 

(They get stuck together ? ) 
Yes sir . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 24 9 ) , 2124 : 1 . ] 
3433 . Well , j es '  lak yo ' want - if yor e wif e is a Pun-aPoun ' woman an ' yo ' 

want� ket ch ' er wit someone , an ' she all de t ime tellin ' yo ' da t she don ' t do 
d�t . Well , all yo ' go t ta do is git yo ' a dog - steal de dog an ' carry ' im off .. 

an ' kill ' im,  see ,  an ' git ' is l ivah . An ' den when yo ' 
LIVER FROM STOLEN DOG git de livah, yo ' j es '  go on an ' buy yo ' a dime or so 

o f  de o thah livah, yo ' know, an ' mix in it an ' carry it 
to her dat night , dat aftahnoon , an ' tell ' er to cook it f er supper , "I be home 
fer suppah . "  See.  AN ' DEN SHE GO ON AN ' COOKS IT . WELL , IT ' S  A KNOWN FACT 
DAT SHE BE WAITIN ' , WAITIN ' ,  WAITIN ' ,  AN '  DON ' T  SEE YO ' COMIN ' , SHE GOIN ' GIT 
MAD AN '  EAT HERS , yo ' undahstan ' .  She gain '  eat part of ' ers an- MAYBE IF SHE 
DON ' T ,  WHENEVAH YO ' COME IN , YO ' JE S '  MAKE OUT LAK YO ' GOT A PAIN IN DE STOMICK 
or yo ' sick OR YO ' DON ' T  FEEL LAK NUTHIN , yo ' see . An ' den she ' ll go on an ' eat 
' ers . See , an ' 24 hour s aftah she eat ' ers , why de nex ' day or so if she go off , 
any time dat week , any t ime - CO ' SE YO ' CAN ' T  EVEN HAVE NUTHIN TO DO WIT HER , see. 
[ For other examples of this belief see Nos . 34 25 and 3431 . ] If she go out why 
yo ' ll find it out . See , yo ' undahstan ' ,  she ga in ' git stuck . See,  dat dog ' s  
livah make her , when she have connection wit de othah man , dat will draw de both 
of ' em  togethah . Dey can ' t g it away . See , he ' ll swell up an ' she would too . 
[Charleston , S . Car . , (j ust after 5 29) , 638 : 3+8 5 . ]  

LIVER FROM PUPPY 

wif e found it out , 
it to yo ' ,  why yo ' 
hitched [ =  tied ] . 

3434 . It  j es '  lak dis : if yo ' were a man - is yo ' a man an ' 
gain ' wit anothah man ' s wife . Now, lemme see if dat right . 
Yes . Aw - no . If yo ' wuz gain ' wit anothah woman an ' yore 
an ' she killed a puppy an ' cooked dat puppY livah an ' give 
an '  ' er [ other woman] when yo ' have connect ion yo ' would git 
Yo ' d  git hitched , an ' yo ' know it take doctors [M . D . ' s ] dat 
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know dere business to unhitch yo ' .  [ Sumt er , S.  Car . , (134 3 ) , 2327 : 7 . ]  
3435 . Yo ' could kill a dog ,  a puppy don ' t  yo ' know , an ' take his livah out 

don ' t chew know an ' fry dat . Put it wit some ole livah don ' t chew kuow from de 
s to '  when yo ' fry dat . Give it to yore ole man .  He shore [ sure]'  eat dat wit de 
dog livah . An ' j es '  whatsomevah woman he runnin ' roun ' wit , fool in '  wit , well 
when dey ties up togethah , dey ' ll j es '  hook up togethah , yo ' undahstan ' me .  
Dat ' s  whut i t  take to make d em  two , yo ' know , git hook up togethah an ' yo ' can ' t 
git ' em loo se - yo ' undahs tan ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259) , 2138 : 5 . ] 

34 36 . Ah heard of  dat . Dey tell me dat chew kin kill a 
LIVER FROM A FEIST feis ' dOg [ a  small do g]  an ' any way dat chew kin git any of 

d e  blood offa de livah o f  dat feis ' dog [ a  feis t ]  in any
thing at  all to eat fo ' him . Well , if he has anything to do wit ano thah woman , 
it ' s  natural he git s tuck , yo ' see . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (14 2 9 ) , 2 5 7 9 : 1 2 . ] 

343 7 . Jes ' lak a woman ' s  husban ' runnin ' roun ' an ' she want s tuh ketch ' im , 
why den she kin take - lak a fellah dat eat livah or somepin lak dat , why dey 

kin ketch a black dog , j es '  a real black dog . Kill ' im  
LIVER FROM BLACK DOG an ' take his livah . Jes ' lak she would buy livah fo ' 

suppah . Take d i s  livah an ' give i t  tuh ' im  dis evening . 
If he has intahco ' se wit a woman , he git caught j es '  lak a dog . 

(Then they can catch him . ) [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1001) , 1 6 17 : 6 . ] 
3438 . Dog livah will tie yo ' up . 
(Just how do they do that ? )  
Yo ' gits dat do g livah . Cut dat dog while he live an ' take de livah from ' im , 

an ' dey ' ll take dat dog livah an ' put it in whiskey or in de tea o r  anything , 
an ' - if dey kin g it to yo ' - yo ' ll nevah do nuthin . 

LIVER FROM L IVING DOG (You say it will tie you up . How do you mean? ) 
If yo ' connect wit a woman - if a man connect wit a 

woman , git fastened . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (107 4 ) , 173 9 : 1 . ] 
343 9 .  [ Gyp or gip has been a common term in the United S tates for a bitch , 

the word deriving from gypsy or gipsy ( chiefly British) and originally meaning 
a gypsy-like do g - a wanderer . Here , as so o f ten in 

LIVER FROM GYP OR GIP DOG the United S tates , the female is accused of a trait 
no t exclusively her s . Dogs - the males - as I know 

from experience can b e  male tramps . Finally , Gyp or Gip is - used to be at 
least - a  favorite name for male or female dog s . ]  

Yo ' kin take a do g ' s livah now , if yo ' wife is havin ' intahco ' se wit any o thah 
man an ' yo ' wanta ketch up wit ' er .  Well , yo ' kin kill a gyp dOg an ' yo ' kin 
care [ carry] her two slices of dat livah an ' let ' er eat it , an ' de very nex ' 
t ime , if it ' s  de nex ' day or de day aftah , she have intahco ' se wit dis o thah man , 
why dey git hung j es '  lak dat gyp dOg would . 

(A GYP DOG? WHAT KIND OF A DOG IS  THAT? ) 
A SHE DOG . 
(THEY CALL THEM GYP DOGS DOWN HERE . )  [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1083 ) , 1752 : 10 . ] 
3440 . A man kin kill a p�oudin ' gyp an ' take dat livah an ' cook it an ' let 

' is wife eat i t , an ' if she went out near ano thah man , dat ' s  where she ' d  be 
found . 

[My following comment is no t a gratuit ous remark of mine . I am merely re
peating what informant had added after I had turned off recording machine . Other 
examples of these brief addit ions will be found in the text . ]  

(Ther e ' s no way of getting them apar t . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1174 ) , 1984 : 2 . ] 
3441 . Well , if a man go t a wife an ' she ' s runnin ' roun ' an ' he wanta ketch 

' er ,  an ' he can ' t ketch ' er ,  well , he kills a dog da t ' s  p�oudin ' an• take de 
livah . An ' . j es ' lak yo ' ll go uptown an ' buy hog livah or cow livah , an ' take 



2414 - Memo ir s of Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundation -

it home an ' let ' er cook it an ' eat , an ' 
de man dat she have connec tion wit , dey ' ll 

LIVER FROM PROUDING DOG OR DOG IN HEAT tie up j es '  lak two dogs . [ Florence , 
s .  Car . , (1306) 1 2211 : 3 . ]  
344 2 .  Dog livah , dey c laim dat yo ' kin 

git a dog livah whilst a dog is pPoudin ' ,  if yo ' kin git dat dog livah , an ' if 
yo ' husban ' is goin ' wit a woman - a man an ' woman is goin ' togethah , an ' if yo ' 
kin git dat dog livah an ' give it t o  dem to eat , dat dey would git hung . [ Way
cross , Ga . ,  ( 1116 ) 1 17 9 2 : 9 . ]  

3443 . Dey ketch a dog whilst she ' s in heat an ' takes de livah an ' f ix it up 
intuh a man . A woman give it  tuh a man if she wanta ketch ' im - j es '  lak if dis 
man i s  goin ' out wit othah wimmin . Whenevah dis man go tuh be wit dis o thah 
woman , dey f ind ' im fast . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 9 7 ) 1 2671 : 13 . ] 

3444 . Yo ' know de colored people laks livah , laks tuh eat livah yo ' know -
beef livah , calf livah . Well , qui te natchel [ natural]  dey cooks de dog livah . 

Well , now , quite natchel , he laks livah , yo ' 
LIVER-TIED PERSONS CURED WITH ICE see .  But now , yo ' wouldn ' t  prepare dis livah 

fo ' me , if yo ' didn ' t  care nuthin about me . 
Dese wimmins genly [ g enerally ] use dat on der e  husban ' .  Dey usin ' dat to tie 
him; i f  he goes out anywher e ,  why he ' ll git hung j es ' lak a dog would . Oat ' s  
whut dey do wit dog livah . 

(That ' s  to shame him or something if he ' s  caught . )  
Oh l he git caught . Dere a in ' t no doub t about it . He ' ll swell up . An ' de 

only thing dat kin unswell ' im - co ' se de doctor [M . D . ] kin do it , but gui te 
natchel he might no t he ' p  ' em  [ b e able to help them ] i f  dey settin '  dQwn a couple 
of  days . He put a piece of ice r ight dere , an ' dat ic e got ta have a t  least three 
minutes , an ' i t  will unti e ' em .  If she haven ' t got no ice ,  no good ic e watah 
wher e yo ' kin bathe ' im back down [my Poot doatoP informant is now talking about 
hi s own professional ability ] , or bathe her down wher e it swellin ' ,  den he ' ll git 
fast ened dat much t ightah an ' de doc tor [M . D . ] have tuh unloosen dem .  Give ' im  
somep in tuh cool ' im down an ' throw de swellin ' down . Oat ' s  why some use it 
dem da t ' s  mean enough - use dog ' s  livah fo ' dat . Oat ' s  whut dey do wit it . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1395) 1 2508 : 10 . ] 

3445 . Jes ' lak we wer e talkin ' ' bout back heah while ago , if a per son git 
hook up lak dis , yo ' give ' em  dog livah an ' dat will relief ' em . Dey tell me 

da t will relief ' em , give ' em dog livah . 
LIVER CURES LIVER ( If t he man and woman are s tuck together , you give them dog 

liver to eat .  That ' ll unfasten them? ) [ This is an examp le 
of like auPes like , see margin title , p . 3 94 . ]  

Yes , dog livah will unfasten d em .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1396 ) , 2514 : 4 � ] 
344 6 . [ The following belief indicates that ther e is something strong and 

powerful about dog liver , even for the dog itself : ]  
Yo ' kin take a dog livah , if de woman ' s  mad wit 

LIVER OF DOG DISL IKED BY DOG chew an ' a t  ' er .  Git de dog livah an ' some kinda 
othah livah an ' cook it , an ' don ' yo ' eat none o f  

it . Give dat to de dog an ' he ' ll run away an ' won ' t nevah come back . Take d e  
two livah an ' f r y  it  togethah see , an ' she won ' know it . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , 

(1504 ) . 2671 : 15 . ] 
PROUDING BAG OF BITCH NEVER MATED 34 47 . Oat ' s  s imple . Oat ' s a real tPiak 1 dat 

is . Yo ' go to work an ' ketch a dog dat ' s  
nevah has been ma ted . An ' she begin tuh s tar t  tuh mate , yo ' kin always tell , yo ' 
see . Den yo ' go to work den an ' take dis dog an ' spear [ ? ]  her an ' git de pPoud 
bag. 
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(Af ter you get what ? ) 
After yo ' spread [ ? ]  de dog an ' take out ' er proudin ' bag an ' den haQa dat up 

an ' let i t  g i t  dry lak a bladdah den , wher e yo ' kin pound it up . 
[The preceding word spear or spread i s  probab ly spade , the obsolete fora of 

spay , though spade i s  not qui te as ob solete as the lexicographer thinks . I having 
heard it fr equently through the year s .  No ma t ter what the word , the bitch ' s  
ovaries are ext irpated . ]  

· 

Well , now , all a man ' s  got ta do when he make a connec tion , he j es '  put aaae 
o f  dat du s t  on ' tm , yo ' see ,  den da t give s a woman ' s  womb an ' [ the ] natuPe of a 
dog , don ' yo ' see ,  cuz de dog wus in heat but yet she had nevah mated . An '  dat 
gives de woman - it gra sps de dog to her , yo ' see .  Den when a man ha s  connec
t ion wit ' er , de head o f  his [ penis ] will swell an ' de womb [vagina ]  will shet 
[ shut ]  down on ' im . An ' den when it shets down on it , dat will cause it tuh 
swell , an ' da t ' s  whut hangs ' em  up tuhgethah . [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  (j u s t  b efor e 
No . l 240) , 2107 : 9 . ] 

3448 . Well , dey say yo ' kin take a dog an ' kill d e  dog an ' take ' i s livah . 
An ' dey say , when a man go to have intahco ' s e wit a woman, an ' yo ' kin gi t  de 

chance to git it [ the liver ] on ' im  
RED ONION PROTECT S AGAINST BEING TIED UP some way or ' no thah [ they will be

come tied] . An ' dey [ canno t ] gi t  
unloo sed unless d e  doc tor [M . D . ] come to ' em . 

I f  dey ' s  ' £raid o f  anything lak dat whenevah dey go in ' out fo ' dat ,  why dey 
kin j es '  take a red onion , yo ' know, an ' j es '  kinda lightly rub it on deresel f ,  
an ' dey say nuthin lak dat would happen .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1107 ) , 17 8 2 : 3 . ] 

3449 . Jes ' lak yo ' go tuh work an ' wanta ketch someone , yo ' see . Jes ' lak 
yo ' wanta ketch somebody wit chur e sweethear t or somp in o f  de kind . Yo ' go tuh 

work,  yo ' see ,  lak two dogs hitched togethah . 
SLIME - NATURE - DROOLINGS - COME Yo ' know, when dogs proud in ' yo ' see ' em  

hitched yo ' know. Den yo ' go der e an ' yo ' 
ketch a lil ' of dat aome , yo ' know. Yo ' ketch a li ' le bit o f  dat , yo ' see ,  an ' 
wipe dat on a han ' schuff . Yo ' git de idea . If yo ' . have connec t ion wit dis 
woman - yo ' go an ' have connec t ion wit ' er an ' yo ' take dat han ' schuff , when yo ' 
git through wit ' er yo ' know, yo ' take dat han ' schuff an ' du s t  da t dus t  o f  dat 
oome from dat dog . When he go dere he fa stened j es '  lak dat dog is . Ah hear 
tell o f  dat .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1388) , 248 9 : 8 . ] 

3450 . Ah don ' know o f  anything but yo ' know ah ' ve heard of dif f ' ren '  things . 
When a b itch i s  gwine wit a dog yo ' know, if a woman would ketch dat dPOo Zings 
from dat dog - de dreeninqs [ draining s ]  - an ' rub ' em  on ' er husban ' place , an ' 

he go back der e  [ to tha t  o ther woman] ag ' in ,  i t ' ll b e  de cau se o f  he bein ' lined 
up wit ' er j es '  lak dem dogs . 

(With this o ther woman? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1559 ) , 239 7 : 3 . ] 
3451 . Well , now,  in case - fo ' instanc e now , if a man gi t s  - lak if ah tell 

yo ' or yo '  tell me , says , "Lis ten ,  Doc [ Doator Dawson ] , ah want yo ' stay ' way 
from mah woman . " An ' ah say , "Well , ah ain ' t bothahin ' yo ' woman . " Yo ' siys , 
11Yes , yo ' is bothahin ' ' er .  Ef ah ketch yo ' dere ' gin , de wor l ' will know it . 

[ FOR SOME UNKNOWN REASON MY TRANSCRIBER AT THIS POINT LEAVES ABOUT THREE 
INCHES OF MAS SED DOT S . THIS INNOCUOUS BUT IMPORTANT MATERIAL SHE OMITTED I 
ADDED BY PENCIL WHEN I CHECKED THE CYLINDER AGAINST TRANSCRIPTION . Doator 
Dawson , as well as o ther informant s knew that I was collec t ing mater ial t o  write 
a boo k .  HERE ARE THE DELETED WORD S : ]  

FOR GOD ' S  SAKE ! WILL DAT THING BE PRINTED HERE? DESE WHITE FOLKS WILL HANG ME I 
Well , ah say, "Ah ain ' bothahin ' wit yo ' ,  woman . "  
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Yo ' [a  woman] say , "Hell , yes yo ' is . "  
Well , den ah ' m  slippin ' roun ' dere 1 yo ' see . An ' ah think dat chew [woman ] 

don ' t know how tuh ketch me . 
Well , yo ' walk out in de wood s dere an ' � go an ' � a  dog , a dog dat ' s  

p�udin ' bad , an ' she ' s  pPoudin ' an ' she ' ll swelled up right der e  behin ' . All 
r ight , yo ' ketch dat dog an ' yo ' take yo ' pocket han ' scuff lak when - yo ' undah
stan ' - when a dog git s through wit ' er 1  yo ' take dat pocket han ' scuff an ' wipe 
dat dog ' s contraption good wit dat pocket han ' scuff . All r ight . Well , yo ' roll 
dat up tight den . Yo ' roll dat up den an ' when yo ' go home at night , an ' yo ' go 
home , an ' when she lay down to sleep ,  yo ' take dat rag an ' rub ' er .  Rub all up 
ins ide her thing good wit dat rag .  Yo ' say , "Well now , d e  son-of-a-b itch , if he 
gits on ' er now d e  wor l ' will know it . "  

Well , den ah ' ll come in der e ,  ah ' ll be ho t chew know , wouldn ' t  be thinkin ' 
nuthin . Well ,  d en ah ' ll go j ump on ' er .  Ah ' ll say , "Come on , lady , gimme me 
[ HERE AGAIN MY TRANSCRIBER RESORT S TO DOT S AND HERE I S  WHAT SHE OMITTED ; ]  a 
little b it of it . Well I ' ll then aroun 1 1 j ump on dat woman . 

Well ,  when ah git through wit dat woman • • • •  ah can ' t pull mah thing out to save 
mah lif e .  Ah ' m  hooked der e .  [Mob ile , Ala . , (656) 1 942 : 2 . ] 

345 2 .  A woman had a bad husband an ' she wanta br ing a shame on ' im  to de 
public . She can ' t keep ' im at home . Git a dog when he pPoudin � when kin anothah 
dog be hung to her . Ketch dis dog  af tah a dog got loose from ' er .  Take yo ' a 
rag an ' ketch de dog , wipe him lak dataway wit de rag in de back , carry it on d e  
house an ' p u t  d a t  rag down . It will eithah d o  one o r  de othah of ' em  - it will 
hang a man to a woman or break d em  up . Won ' t  have no mo ' trouble outa him wit 
dat par t ,  or hang ' im  dere . Or she ' ll come to be sick , yo ' know , an ' j es '  fall 
away to nuthin . 

(The other woman will? ) 
De  othah woman will . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1158) 1 1930 : 7 . ] 
3453 . Why when yo ' go to fool wit ' er 1  git dat livah an ' rub on ' er .  
(What kind of liver ? )  
Dog livah . Rub on her an ' anybody go to fool wit ' er 1  why she hang lak dat . 
Or yo ' eithah take some dog s lime an ' put .  on ' er an ' she ' ll hang lak dat . 
(Dog wha t ? ) 
When a dog come yo ' know, take de dog - git some an ' put r ight in ' er 1  put on 

an ' rub ovah ' er .  I seen ' em  j es '  hang up toge thah . 
(Just put that stuff on her , this natuPe from the dog ? ) 

Yes , j es '  take a rag an ' wipe her up dere wit it - make no diff ' r ence if -
j es '  take an ' rub it on ' er 1  why he ' ll ,  j es '  soon as he be dere it will s t ick 
' im  soon he go in der e .  When he git wet , why it j es '  s t ick 1 im 1  see . [ St .  

SLIME - NATURE - DROOLINGS - COME 
(1 ) IN FOOD 

Peter sburg , Fla . , (1044 ) 1 1695 : 6 . ] 
3454 . Well , dey goes an ' gits somepin from 
one dese heah whe lp dogs [ =  a dog tha t bring s 
for th young = female dog ] 1 yo ' know . It ' s  

sompin she chang e de same as woman do ' s  at a cer tain time of month . Cook it in 
some of yore food an ' give it to yo ' an ' yo ' come in contac t wit dis man , de wife 
will , an ' dey ' ll lock togethah . 

(They put something in her food . )  [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1007 ) 1 1628 : 9 . ] 
3455 . If yo ' b e  for tunate ' nuff fo ' two dogs tuh make connec t ion lak dat an ' 

j es '  lak one b e  yore dog 1 an ' yo ' take a piece o f  cloth an ' go r ight dere an ' she 

( 2 )  WIPE MAN DOWN WITH 
wa tah [ natuPe 1 not ur ine is meant ] on hit 1 an ' yo ' 
take an ' go to de man an ' yo ' wipe dat  man down wit 
dat c lo th . When he go tuh de othah woman 1 dey ' ll be 

j es '  lak dem dog s . [ Brunswick, Ga . 1  (1204 ) 1 2023 : 2a . ] 
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3456 . Yo ' g o  ketch a dog when a she dog an ' he dog ,  wbeD de7 wet1•' • .. . -�� 
some o f  ' is naturae from de dog an ' put it on de woman , dey •Y· .1111 JD 1 c::DJ• 

-
yo ' make one straight up an ' one acro s s  lak dat . [ The sign of tbe � 1s 

marked over the �· • wal� wJ.da the 
(3)  S IGN OF CROSS MADE WITH ON WOMAN dog ' s  semen . ]  Yo ' dou' � let 'er kaDw 

it , choo know - j is '  azbao [- Jail) 
playin '  wit ' er .  An ' [ they ] t ell me if any o thah man have anydd.q �o dD �  •er 
outside of yo ' ,  he ' ll s tay dere j is '  lak a dog when he goes in a bi�ch . Yo ' kaD. 
how long dey s tay togethah . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (340) , 2 7 9 : 1+8 5 . ]  

3457 . Well , ah go t a girl fren '  or wife an ' she ' s runnin ' wit sa.e ... ... ab 
reckon ah wanta ketch ' er ,  go tuh where two bulldog s  t ied up . An ' take a �  

han ' ke ' chuf or ei�bah a 
(4 ) 2 BULLDOGS TIED - WIPE - KNOT CLOTH - RUB WOMAN new piece o f  vhi�e � 

spun cloth an ' wipe dose 
dog s  off wit it , an ' yo ' t ies it up . Yo ' tie s  it in a kno t , a hard kno t , an' yo ' 
totes it ; an ' whenevah yo ' have connec t ion wit dis woman , yo ' wipes ' er wit 1� . 
Yo ' totes i t  in yore pocket . 

(What do es tha t do? ) 
Dat makes yo ' ketch ' er .  
(What will that do t o  that woman then? ) 
It will make her an ' a man git tied up . 
( If she goes with ano ther man . )  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1437 ) ,  2602 : 5 . ] 
3458 . Take a dog an ' ketch ' im , a boy dog , an ' ketch 1 im  an ' cut his balls 

out an ' cook ' em ,  cook ' em right so f t  an ' den crumble ' em up in ' is [a man ' s ] 
food . Da t ' s  if ' is wif e wanta ketch ' im .  An ' put 

TESTES - IN FOOD AND DRINK it [ in]  somepin tuh eat an ' den if he goes wit any 
woman , she ' ll find out who it is he goin '  wit . When 

he go tuh b e  wit dis woman dey ' ll git hung up • • •  
[ Three do t s  show that I turned o f f  recording machine and restarted it in time 

to catch : ] 
Yo ' have tuh kill one of ' em . 
(To get them apart . )  
[ The testes of roo s ter s and o ther male animals have been used for centuries 

as  an aphrodisiac . ]  [ Fayet t eville , N. Car . , (1428) , 257 7 : 18 . ] 
3459 . Yo ' kill a dog an ' take his too ls - yo ' know, dem lit tle bags whut he 

�· Dey tell me yo ' kin take d em  an ' powdah ' em up an ' yo ' - kin give it to a man 
in ' is whiskey or eithah in ' is co ffee ,  an ' dey t ell me da t make him tie up wit a 
woman j e s ' lak a dog tie up wit ano thah dog .  I f  yo ' wanta ketch - da t ' s haw yo ' 
do when yo 1 wanta ketch ' em , dey t ell me . [ Florenc e ,  s .  Car . , (1326) , 2270 : 12 . ] 

34 60 . An ' people pay t o  go see it . Yo ' know how dey do it . Yo ' ketch a dog 
in hea t , see . Yo ' know a dog p:rooudin ' aroun ' . An ' kill it an ' git ' is [her ] 

livah outa him [ her ] . Carry it 
THE END OF ALL THESE TYING RITES CAN BE DEATH on home - wrap it up in a piece 

of papah j es '  lak de o thah livah . 
Fool ' er ,  yo ' know . Slice it up . An ' don ' chew eat none of it , let ' er eat it . 
An ' when she ea t dat if she go [ demons t rates ] da t 1 s wha t will happen to her . 

[ Informant ' s  demonstration wa s probably interlocked finger s . ] 
(She will get s tuck t o  the o ther fellow? ) 

Yes , s ir ,  git  stuck together . 
DEY HAVE TO KILL ONE OUT TO DE HOSP ITAL TUH SAVE DE OTHAH . [ Jacksonville , 

Fla . , (54 9 ) 1 687 : 2+8 5 . ]  
3461 . Othah word s , if yo ' can ' t git to her da t way , yo ' kin to [with] de 

undahwear .  Take i t  an ' go somewhere an ' git choo a male dog . An ' whenevah dey 
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[ the dog ] git in a hard, yo ' know , an ' den wipe it off . Git chao nine shingle 
nails - nine little wire nails - an ' care [ carry] it to a tree . Dig de roo t , 
dig down to  [ into ] de ground where yo�nd ' em  forked roo t s . Nail it up in 
dere - tack it up in dere - put dem nine nails in dere an ' covah it ovah . Well , 
dere he ' s  stuck ag ' in, he can ' t git away . But if yo ' have sympathy fer ' em  an'  
go an ' take it up yore ownself , dey ' ll come loo se;  an ' if not ,  YO ' GOT TO KILL 
' EM  BOF OR KILL ONE OF ' EM  to g i t  ' em  loose . [ Richmo nd ,  Va . , (37 2 ,  DoatoP Lind
say , p . 933f . ) ,  316 : 4+85 . ]  

346 2 . Ah know of a woman an ' a man dat been gain ' togethah an ' dis man wif e  
wanted t o  make d i s  ma n  ' shamed an ' dis woman , an ' let ' em  be caught an ' let de 
public see ' em . An ' so she 1 d taken an ' got  somp in from a dog , an ' fixed dis 
man . Whut ah mean she taken an ' git s  a dog discharge . [ She ] do wit ' tm  lak dey 
wuz ga in '  have one an ' afterward - or if she wuzn ' t ga in '  have one - she would 
take dis an ' put it on ' im .  An ' den he ' ll - an ' [ if he] have anyone , an ' dey 
git hung lak dog s .  

( I s  there any way o f  gett ing them apar t ? )  
Yes , ah know a way yo ' kin git ' em  apar t , an ' ah know a way dat dey didn ' t 

git  ' em  apart ?  DEY HAVE TUH KILL ONE AN '  SAVE DE OTHAH ONE . 
(How d id they get  them apar t ? )  
Ah know in one case , see , d e  party dat  do i t  kin gi t ' em  apar t .  
(How do they do that ? )  
Wit watah , yes . Put in on ' em, j es ' lak yo ' do a dog . [ Fayetteville , N .  

Car . , (1393) , 2504 . ] 
3463 . Dey said dat if a man is gain ' wit anothah man ' s wife or girl frien ' , 

or who somevah dey wants dat does no t belong to dem,  an ' dat individual gits a 
dog an ' dey feed dat individual on de livah of de dog - say fer instance , if a 
man g o t  a wif e  an ' he ketches ' tm  a dog unbeknowst to her , an ' dey kill dat dog 
an ' dey gits de dog ' s  livah an ' dey feed dat wumman den on de dog livah , but 
[ she] suppose dat it come from de market . Well , she eat s dat livah an ' den any 

man goes wit ' er aftah den, why will git  lined to her . 
(Is  there any way that they get them apar t ? ) 
Unlined? Dat , dey lo se one or de othah . ONE OR DE OTHAH HAS TO BE KILLED . 
I ' ve seen one or two cases lak dat , but DE WOMAN WAS LOST BUT DE MAN WAS 

SAVED . DEY MORE OR LESS TAKE DE WOMAN . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (983) , 1590 : 8 . ] 
346 4 . If dey wan ' a  person to s top s lidin ' ,  well dey said yo ' take two dog s 

in d e  spr ing when dey havin ' intahco ' se an ' dey ' re hung . An ' yo ' take a han ' ke ' 
chef an ' ketch some of dere natUPe . Keep it . An ' den if yore boy frien ' s lides 
[ chea t s ]  on yo ' to  d e  extent dat chao wan ' a stop ' im  forevah , aftah yo ' ve had a 
intahco ' se wit ' im ,  dry ' fm  wit dis han ' ke ' chef . IT ' LL LAST A WEEK. D e  f irst  
woman he goes wit he ' ll git hung wit ' er .  

( It ' ll last a week? ) 
It ' ll last on ' im a week . HE CANNOT WASH IT OFF . Den if he goes wit anothah 

woman wit ' in dat length of t ime ,  de f irst woman he goes [ with] he ' ll git  hung wit 
' er an' yo ' canno t git  ' em  apar t .  YO ' HAVE TO TAKE ' EM  TO A HOSP ITAL AN ' DE RE
SULTS IS DE WOMAN WILL HAVE TO BE KILT , becuz de longah he stay in ' er de largah 
he swells . YO ' HAVE TO KILL DE WOMAN OR DE MAN, SO DEY U SUALLY KILL DE WOMAN 
AN ' CUT ' IM OUT . An ' dat ends dat s lidin ' .  [ Richmond , Va . ,  (400) , 349 : 2+8 5 . ]  

3465 . Yo ' j es '  kill a li ' le dog , any kinda dog , an ' take his livah . Take it 
an ' flour it an ' fry it , fix it , an ' he eat a piece of it , an ' den de f irs ' woman 
dat he g o  tuh have , dey git stuck togethah dat way . 

[ This was the logical place to  s top recording , but informant immediately con
tinuing forced me to repeat his last statement in the form of a question . ]  

(They have to  kill the woman? )  
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Yeah , KILL DE WOMAN - HAVE TUH CUT ' I S THING OFF YO ' SEE . AB' YO' c.tli' T GIT 
DAT OUTA HER , CUZ IF DEY GO TUH CUT IT OUT SHE GOIN ' DIE . [Payetteri.lle. H .  Car . ,  
(1450 ) , 2335 : 4 . ] 

(d) . KNOTS AND TYING : A CAUSE OF IMPOTENCE 

[We are concerned here with the s imple kno t ,  one of  the oldes t and most � 
portant inventions of  man . What would he have done without it?  No wonder the 
tying of  a kno t soon became and has remained for the untutored mind a great magic 
r i te , one of confining the spiri t ,  making it submis s ive to the tier ' s  will . ]  

(da) . UNNUMBERED OR SPECIAL KNOTS 

34 6 6 . Now a man connect wit ' is wife or woman , what somevah i t  is . He git a 
bran ' -new piece of  yellah co tton , unb leaahed dey call dat . Don ' chew discharge , 

BLACK THREAD - ABOUT BEDCLOTH 
EACH WRAP 1 KNOT UNTIL SPOOL EMPTY 

yo ' let ' im d ischarge an ' ket ch , yo '  s ee .  
An ' yo ' take hit an ' use a co se [ coarse]  
s t ran ' of  black thread , an '- yo 1 tie dat . 
Yo ' fol ' dat piece an ' yo ' tie it . Yo ' tie 

it , yo ' tie it  till evah piece is  offa dat spool o f  thread . Now yo ' lie dat 
right on de side dat he s leep on an ' dat keep ' im home . An ' dat keep ' im dat 
he don 1 want nobody but chew.  

(How do you wrap that thread ? Away from you like that? ) 
[My preceding word s  are an attempt to avoid a leading ques tion . ] 
No , yo ' wrap it to yo ' , an ' tight as beeswax , until evah s tran '  is offa de 

spoo l . An ' den yo ' put it s t ra ightways , ' cuz it ' s  gonna be stiff aftah it ' s  
wound t ight , an ' right on de s ide dat chew sleep on . An ' dat man don ' ca ' [ care]  
fo ' nobody but chew.  [ New Orleans , La . , (15 68 ) , 287 9 : 3 . ] 

34 6 7 .  Git hol t  o f  a man ' s  pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' tie i t  up - lak yo ' wish ' im  
tuh have trouble in two or three places , lak yo ' runnin ' a busines s ovah yondah 

CUS S DEVIL AND GOD WHILE TYING KNOT 
IN HANDKERCHIEF FOR EACH DESIRE - BURN 

an ' want yo ' tuh lose,  runnin ' a farm 
an ' want chew to lose yore farm an ' yo ' 
s tock . Tie kno t s  to evah - cus s de 
devil an ' God an ' tie a kno t fo ' evah

thin ' yo ' want done . An ' take dat han ' ke ' chuf an ' burn i t  up , an ' dat ' ll make 
yo ' have hard luck. [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1129) , 1835 : 7 . ]  

POR EACH INCH LONG A KNOT - TOMAHA WK. 

34 68 . If he ' s  goin ' wit ' er ,  she kin take 
d e  measure o f  ' i s a - 'hawk . 
(What ? )  
His 'hawk , his tomahawk . 
If it ' s  seven or eight inches , den she t 

take a string s ee ,  an ' she measure dat ; an ' i f eight inches , why she tie eight 
kno t s  in dat an ' wears dat in ' er pur s e .  

(Wha t if it ' s  seven inches ? )  
Jis ' tie s even knot s .  Yes , she kin fi� ' im  so dat he can ' t have anything to 

do wit any othah woman but ' er .  [ There are 1 o r  2 other examples of tomahawk in 
HOODOO . ]  [ Baltimore ,  Md . , ( 148 ) 1 50 : 2 . ] 

3469 . Yo ' take a piece of string ,  any kin ' a  s tr ing , a cord string mo ' spec
ially . An ' de length of de string , yo ' see , evah inch - if it ' s  nine inches , 
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evah one o f  do se inches yo ' tie a kno t to each one of dose inches ,  yo ' see . Git 
de measure an ' den evah inch,  tie a kno t in it . Well , den dey say dey could take 
dat an ' ,  yo ' know , dey could take it an '  t ie it on ' em  an ' carry it wit ' em . An ' 
dat would have yo ' to de place dat yo ' wouldn ' t  have no feelin ' s fo ' no othah 
woman , j es '  dat one pahtic ' lah woman , de one dat do yo ' dat way . [Waycross , Ga . ,  

RIBBON - KNOTS IN FOR INCHES - WEARS ABOUT HER LEFT LEG 
(1164 ) , 1942 : 2 . ] 
347 0 . She kin measure 
him down der e ,  take an ' 

measure hisself when he ' sleep . An ' she kin take a ribbon an ' put j es '  how long 
it is , she kin put dat many kno ts in it an ' wear it aroun ' ' er lef ' laig . An ' he 
cain ' t do nuthin but wit dat woman . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1527 ) , 2 7 26 : 4 . ] 

347 1 .  Dere ' s  two ways a woman kin fi� a man so he couldn ' t  have nobody but 
' er .  Take a cord string an ' measure ' im  in ' is s leep an ' g it de many inches as 
he is long down dere,  yo ' see . She take an ' tie dem many knots  in der e ,  walk to 
de side of de house an ' WRAP IT AROUN ' A NAIL . Well , he kin git ready fo ' a 
woman , but when he git up on ' er - well , he gits down . 

(That nail is in the side o f  the house? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544 ) , 27 94 : 13 . ]  
347 2 .  If yo ' kin gi t  de measure o f  a lady or eithah a man , take dat measure 

an ' see how many inches it is an ' tie dat many knots in it . An ' put it in yore 
pocket an ' she cain ' t  go wit nobody else but ' im, or  he 
couldn ' t  go wit nobody but ' er .  

MEASURE OF A LADY (Well ,  how do they measure a woman? ) 
Oat ' s  very easy . Jes ' lak she ' s layin ' down , but git  ' sfur 
[as  far ] as it ' ll go up heah , no t de hair , where de place 

start at an ' on down where it  stops at . Oat ' s  de correct  mea sure . 
Yo ' kin take dat an ' bury it , an ' she ' ll fellah ' im [ you] an ' love him [ you] . 
(Bury that hair from below? ) 
Sho ' . 
[ No ,  bury the mea surement . ]  
(The man would do that to the woman? ) 
Man de same - it works bo th ways . [The measurement o f  women appear s to be 

fairly rare in hoodoo . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1521) , 27 13 : 11 . ] 
3473 . When he go tub sleep a woman take a str ing an ' measure de length of ' im  

[ his body]  f rom de haid to de foo t ,  an ' tie j is '  as many kno ts in it as yo ' are 

TWO SEPERATE STRINGS - A THIRD POS S IBLE 
FEET MAN IS TALL - KNOT FOR EACH - WEAR ABOUT WAIST 
INCHES HE IS LONG - KNOT FOR EACH - WEAR ABOUT ANKLE 

tall , see , an ' tie it 
aroun ' ' er waist . Den she 
measure yo ' othahwise , 
straight down , j is '  de 
length dat [ penis ] is . 

She tie it in a kno t an ' tie it  roun ' ' er ankle an ' wear it . One roun ' one ankle 
an ' one roun ' de o thah one - den dat roun ' ' er waist . [ This amb iguous statement 
sounds like 3 places the cause o f  my close questioning that soon follows . ]  Yo ' 
cain ' t have no na ture fo ' no o thah woman . 

(With THE FIRST STRING SHE MEASURES FROM THE HEAD TO THE FOOT? And tie as 
many kno t s? ) 

As yo ' [ he ]  is high - de height o f  ' em ,  see . Yo ' kin take dat str ing an ' 
measure his height by dat st�ing . 

(You have to put a kno t at each foo t ? ) 
No , yo ' j is '  take de str ing j is '  how many foot yo ' is an ' put dem little knots 

in dere . Don ' t make no dif f ' rence whereabout s  yo ' put ' em , j is '  yo ' tie ' em  in 
der e .  

(Where does she wear tha t  string then? ) 
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She wear it roun ' ' er waist . 
(WHAT DOES SHE DO WITH THE OTHER STRING? ) 
Take de o thah string an ' measure o thahwise 1 yo ' undahs tan ' - de privates , yes-

sub . 
(The second p iece of string , and she only ties one kno t in that?) 
' Cordin ' tuh how long he is,  j is '  de  leng th of it . 
(For how long? ) 
Ah dunno 1 j is '  as many kno ts - yo ' see j is '  lak if it ' s  seven inches lak dat 1  

yo ' put s  seven knots in it . 
(Where does she wear that ? )  
Aroun ' ' er ankle , eithah one . Or she have tuh put it roun ' bo th ' er ankles , 

one on each foot . 
(SHE ' S  GOT THESE TWO STRINGS THEN? ) 
Yessuh . 
(She only uses the string for measurement s ? ) 

Yessuh . 
(You say the man can do the same thing to  the woman . ) [ Lit tle Rock,  Ark . , 

(89 5) , 1465 : 11 . ] 
3474 . Ah ties ' er agains t ' em . 
(You what? )  
Agains t de o thahs . 
(What do they say about that? )  
Well , it ' s  - lo ts o f  ' em wi ll take an ' use 

good cord string , yo ' kin some stuff dey call 
a cord string . If yo ' can ' t git a 
catgut - see , if yo ' kin make i t  

long enough . An ' yo ' dresses 
dat stuff wit ' er when yo ' have 
intahco ' se wit ' er .  An ' if ah 

WEEK' S ABSENCE - KNOT FOR EACH - URINE DRESSED 

wanta be away from dere four weeks , ah put 
kno ts tied [ around my waist - see tater] . 

(What will that do? ) 

four kno ts in dere an ' I keep dem 

Jes ' lak evah day , why yo ' take a man he step off somet ime , lak he wanta uri
nate or somepin . Yo ' go , why yo ' j es '  take dis han ' , yo ' know , somet ime , an ' 
urinate in ' is han ' an ' kin ' a  keep dat ·string aroun ' - ' is waist livened up . Jes ' 
lak 1 [ you are ]  goin ' away, befo ' yo ' put it  [ s tring or catgut ] on yo ' ,  j es '  lak 
fo ' ins tance ,  ah have dis night-glass [ emp ty glass j ar ]  or somepin settin ' behin ' 
on dis floor . Well , he not supposed to use dat . if he wanta dress dat s tring. 
He takes hisself an ' let ' er use an ' he wets  dat in der e 1  takes it  out an ' put s 
it on ' im .  Well , he ties dem kno ts in i t  first . An ' aftah tyin ' d em  knots  in 
it - well , dat will keep ' er straight prob ' ly till he gits back .  

(And how many kno ts  do you tie i n  that string? ) 
Well , now, yo ' have - it ' s  accord in ' if yo ' goin ' to be gone s ix weeks , well 

yo ' put six knots in dat . If yo ' b e  gone four weeks , yo ' put four kno ts  in it . 
[Vicksburg , Mi ss . ,  ( 742) 1 1011 : 4 . ] 

347 5 .  They tie kno ts in a str ing . 
that , and that ' s  for to make a man or 

If they get a new cord , you see , and tie 
a woman come und er their control . They 

WISH ON EACH KNOT - LAST QUARTER OF MOON 
wear that  around the wa i s t . You 
doesn ' t buy a new ball [ o f  string ]  
for that . Just  like you g o  t o  the 

grocery store or some store,  you see , and you take it and j ust  break you o f f  a 
piece the length that you want . And each kno t that you tie you make your wish , 
whatever that you wish ' em to  do . If you wish ' em  to get the money , or wish for 
them to stay away from a certain home , or you wish for ' em  to come to your home 
all the time , each kno t that you t ie you make a wish . And then the last  kno t 
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that chew tie , if yo ' want ' em to come under your control ,  you wish then for them 
to come under your control , to be controlled by you and you alone . And then you 
tie that around your waist , you see , and wear it . You do that  on the last  quar
ter of the moon . [ Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 404 : 5  (559 : 5 ? ) . ]  

(dh) .  KNOTS ONE : A CAUSE OF IMPOTENCE 

347 6 .  A woman kin git  a man ' s seap [ p enis ] an ' measure i t . Don ' t measure 
yo ' roun ' but measure disaway [ lengthwise] , an ' war [wear ] . Put a hole in a 

ANKLE - MEASURING STRING AND DIME ABOUT 
silvah dime an ' put dis str ing [ used 
in measur ing ] through dis silvah dime ,  
an ' war dat cord aroun ' ' er leg [ lef t 

ankle ] .  An ' as long as she war dat cord dis man would nevah have no dealin ' s  
wit dat [ any o ther ] woman - no feelin ' s fuh ' er .  [ Baltimore , Md . ,  (142) , 43 : 5 . ] 

347 7 .  Men and women? 
(Yes . )  
A woman dat ano thah man - dat she go t a 

man. Well , she can per suade , she kin make 

BED - UNDER HER SIDE OF - YELLOW DOMESTIC 
TIE IT WHERE DE SPOTS ARE 

husban ' an ' ano thah woman want� dis 
him lo se his nature fer ' is wife  an ' 

have all de  nature fer her by buyin ' 
a square o f  yellah domestic-lak . D e  
yellah domestic is de only kin ' 
dat ' ll do . An ' when she has connec-

t ions wit dis  man she lets ' fm  use dat yellah domestic . An ' she ties i t  in a 
� j es '  as tight as she kin t ie it where the spots  are . An ' she put s it undah 
de side of de bed dat she lies on, an ' sleeps right on dat kno t , an ' she has ' im 
tied up where ' is wife can ' t g it any service outa ' im a t  all . He can ' t do any
thing at home . De only t fme he kin do anything is when he come an ' lie on de  
side of  de  b ed where dat  piece of domestic is . She lies r ight on dat when she 
has dealings wit ' im an ' he can ' t git  up any courage fer anybody but ' er .  He 
naturally mistakes dat fer love an ' leaves ' is wife an ' comes to her . [ Memphis , 

BED SPRING S - MEASURE OR BEDCLOTH TIED TO 
T enn . • ( 9 7 3 ) , 15 7 7 : 9 . ] 
3478 . Yo ' take a str ing an ' measure 
de  man while he ' s  ' sleep an ' measur e 

de  length o f  
H e  nevah kin 
2036 : 6 . ] 

' im ,  if he ' s  a normal man . Yo ' t ie dat to d e  spr ings to yor e bed . 
stretch out unless ' n  he ' s  in dat b ed .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 

3479 . Even if 
de cloth whut d ey 
mat tress ovah i t , 

she want ' im an ' don ' t want ' im  tuh mess  wi t no othah wtmmins 
connect wit , she t ies dat on de spr ings of  ' er b ed ,  throw ' er 
an ' he can ' t  go wit nobody but ' er .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1214) , 

2061 : 6 . ]  
BED SLAT - TIE MEASUREMENT STRING TO 3480 . Jes ' lak yo ' a man an ' yo ' wife  

wuz runnin ' aroun ' - j es '  lak a man would 
run aroun ' . Well , when he sleep , de woman could take a cord str ing an ' measure 
de  end o f  ' is thing an ' t ie i t  on de  slat  undah de bed slat , an ' he couldn ' t  mess 
wit nobody but ' er . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1260) , 2440 : 14 . ] 

BOTTLE - MEASURING STRING TIED ABOUT - OVER DOOR 

an ' take it an ' t ie it aroun ' a li ' le bot tle an ' 
hit ' ll - a man can ' t have no othah woman but ' is 

(The woman would do this ? )  

3481 . Takes yo ' a piec e o f  
str ing an ' measure de  root 
from de end up to yore stomach, 

set it  up ovah yo ' do . An ' 
o l e  lady . 
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Yes sir . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1095) , 17 64 : 10 . ] 
348 2 . She kin have him fe llahin ' ' er .  Take de seat o f  ' is undahvear an ' take 

an ' cut ' er a di ' mond out of dat - j es '  cut a little place in de seat dat ' s  in de 
shape of a di ' mond . She ' ll have 

DIAMOND-SHAPED PIECE FROM HIS UNDERWEAR USED 
TIED WITH HIS HAIR AND NEW THREAD 

a connection wit ' fm  an ' git some 
o f  ' i s discharge an ' roll it real 
t ight in dat di ' mond dat abe cut . 
Take a little piece of ' is hair 

WORN IN HER SHOE 

an ' b ind it aroun ' der e ,  take a new thread an ' bind it - j es '  wrap it aroua ' dere 
an ' place it in ' er shoe . She tear de linin ' in ' er shoe to git in dere . An '  
he ' ZZ  stiak aroun ' 'eP Zak baby stiaks aroun ' 'is mothah when he wants a tit . Be 
won ' t leave ' er .  Sometime I believe my ole lady got me dat way . Yes siree , he 
ain ' t goin ' aftah nobody an ' she can ' t  drive him away . [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  (491) , 
528 : 2 . ] 

3483 . If he an ' ' er could have 
would let ' im wipe wit it mostly . 

dealing s ,  den she would take a rag an ' she 
Den she take an ' tie it up , or  seal it in 
some kin ' a  sealed bag , an ' put it up ovah 

DOOR - TIED BEDCLOTH IN BAG OVER de do ' dat goes into her room so he kin walk 
undah it , walk in undah it , an ' den dat would 

fiz ' im where he couldn ' t  do nuthin wit nobody but ' er .  When he go to go wit 
otbah women , why it would fall . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1058) , 17 18 : 11 . ]  

3484 . Jes ' lak now if yo ' wanta keep ' im an ' yo ' have a intahco ' se wit ' im , 
j es '  lak yo ' mess up wit ' im , why yo ' git chure han ' scheff  yo ' know an ' git dat 

DOORSTEP - UNDER - SEMEN KNOTTED 
IR CORNER OF BED HANDKERCHIEF 

[ semen] an ' tie it in de cornah of de han ' 
shef f an ' bury dat undah yore do ' step . An ' 
see , dey can ' t  leave but so fur , dey can ' t  
go outa town or nuthin , until yo ' git ready 

tub go yoreself , ah reckon . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1319) , 226 2 : 5 . ]  
3485 . If a man leaves yo ' an ' yo ' wants ' im  back , de thing about it , yo ' ll 

have tuh git in wit ' im an ' go tuh bed wit ' im ,  undahstan ' .  Well , if yo ' go tuh 

DOWNWARDS - WIPE 3 TIMES - WITH YELLOW HOMESPUN 
MAN ' S DIME IN ONE CORNER 

FOLD TO YOU - T IE - BURY UNDER STEPS 

bed wit ' im one t ime , yo ' could 
buy a halfa yard o f  yellah 
homespun cloth an ' af tah yo ' all 
finish whut chure doin ' , yo ' 
kin j es '  stick dat yellah home

spun, dat halfa yard of yellah homespun an ' wipe him down wit it three times . Yo ' 
aDdahstand me , wipe him down three time s an ' git a thin [well-worn] dime from ' im . 
An '  take yore t ime , take dat yellah homespun cloth to de cornah an ' double it . 
Evah t ime yo ' fold it , fold it towards yo ' .  An ' git  a p iece o f  thread an ' tie 
dat an ' bury it at  chure do ' steps . He come right on , straight on back tuh yo ' .  

(You put that little dime in the corner o f  this cloth and keep fo lding it  up . )  
Towards yo ' evah time . [This woman spoke in a whispeP a Z Z  thPough interview. ] 

[Savannah, Ga . ,  (1259) , 2137 : 1 . ] 
3486 . Dere ' s  several diff ' ren ' ways about dat . Dere ' s  such a thing as a 

wu.an takin ' a gartah dat she wears ' er self , an ' if she kin measure de man wit 
it, she will t ie it in a knot ; an ' a s  long as  da t kno t is tied in 1 er gar tah an ' 
abe keeps it anywhere on ' er body , all de natuPe da t he has for any person i s  

gone . 
GAKIER AS MEASURE (I  see . You said they j ust take either gar ter ? )  

Eithah one o f  ' em , j e s '  so it ' s  somepin she person ' ly wear s .  
AD ' as long as  she keeps dat gar tah wit dat kno t in der e ,  s he kin tPUst ' im  any
�Pe in de WOPZd. [ Norfolk, Va . ,  ( 4 7 0 ) , 47 8 : 4 . ] 

3487 . Jes ' lak yo ' have a sweetheart an ' yo ' wanta hold ' im , well yo ' take 
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some bran ' -new pins da t nevah been used 1 an ' yo ' f ix dem haid an ' haid [ tail ] 1 
but dey must b e  even 1 see . 

(You mean one goes this way [ I  demonstrate]  and one goes that way - they 
alternate . ) 

[ Informant misunderstands aZtePnate 1 a word I should not have used . ] 
Yes sir 1 da t ' s  right . Yo ' have a connec tion wit chure frien ' . 
(How many of tho se pins do you use? ) 
Yo ' make a gartah of do se . An ' yo ' f ix ' em  de ha id an ' haid - lak de stuck 

r ight on de ha id - dey can ' t  stick yo ' •  see . An ' yo ' take dis str in' an ' yo ' 
measure him while he 1 s asleep an yo 1 take 
da t .  Well 1 when he have connec tion wit chew1  
YO ' DON ' T  HAVE NO 'MUNICATE [COMMUNICATION] 
WIT ' IM  BUT HE JES ' HAVE ONE WIT CHEW. Well 

GARTER MADE FROM MEASURING STRING 
NEW PINS HAID AN ' HAID STUCK INTO 

yo ' wrap dat roun ' an ' yo ' ke tch da t .  Well 1 now yo ' nuse [use]  dat fo ' a gartah1  
tie  it  roun ' yore la ig . He  can ' t  have nobody else  but chew.  

(What do you put those pins in? )  
In da t gartah . 
(In this piece of  cloth that you make the garter with 1 you put tho se pins in 

there after you wipe him? And then you make that garter and you wear it? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick . Ga . 1 (1206)  1 2036 : 1 . ] 
3488 . I ' ve heard that a woman could mea sure a man while he ' s  asleep and tie  

that str ing around her leg and wear it for  three weeks ; then take the same str ing 

GARTER - MEASURING STRING ABOUT LEG AS - 3 WEEKS 
BURN - SEAL IN ENVELOPE - NAME ON - UNDER PILLOW 

and burn it 1 and take the 
chars from the str ing and put 
them in an envelope 1 and seal 
it and write his name on it 1 

and put it under her pillow . And he wouldn ' t  
[ Fredricksburg 1 Va . 1  ( ? ) 1 by Ediphone . ]  

have any use for any other girl . 

3489 . Take a little �in of haiP off ' im an ' put a little bit  of dat stuff 
wit it - a little bit o f  da t stuff. yo ' know lak yo ' ma te togethah1  an ' t ie it 

HAIR PUBIC - DAT STUFF - TIE UP - ABOUT WAIST 
up an ' make him come back . 
(You tie it up . Wha t do you do 
with it then? ) 

Put it roun ' yore  wa ist . [ Florence 1 s .  Car • •  (13 23 ) 1 2 268 : 3 . ] 
3490 . Well 1 usely [ usually ] when a man don ' t  want ' is wif e  to be in service 

to ano thah man 1 or a woman don ' t want ' er husban ' to be  of service to ano thah 

HANDKERCHIEF 
woman 1 well usely when dey go in an ' have a intahco ' se 1  she ' ll 
take a han ' ke ' chuf . De han ' ke ' chuf dat she use 1 why she ' ll tie 
a kno t in it 1 an ' when she ties dat kno t in dere 1 if he don ' t  

know about it - ah don ' t care who he goes wit 1 why it won ' t  do him any good . 
(Wha t does she do with that handkerchief after she ties the kno t ? ) 
She don ' t do anythin ' wit it 1 j es '  tied it an ' let it stay in dere . Long as 

dat kno t stays in dere 1 why he ' s  no good - no one but [ to ]  �· [ St .  Peter sburg . 
Fla . 1 (1006 ) 1 1624 : 7 . ] 

3491 . De way yo ' do tuh stop ' im  is to have intahco ' se wit each othah an ' 
take a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' yo ' use it fo ' yo ' dry a Zoth . Dey say 

yo ' take dat an ' yo ' tie it up in a knot 1 an ' yo ' kin hide 
HANDKERCHIEF NEW it anywhere about chure home an ' da t will keep yo ' [ him ] . 

Or 1 eithah - some people say yo ' kin take a dishrag an ' da t 
would keep ' im from havin ' intahco ' se wit anybody else except yo ' self . [ Fay
etteville . N. Car . 1 ( 1410 ) 1 2533 : 6 . ] 

349 2 . He kin ' eep ' er from havin ' any man in de world while he ' s  gone . 
(How does he do that? ) 
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He take , go to bed wit ' er - see , intahco ' se wit ' er .  Jes ' go an ' git  a 
bran ' -new white linen han ' ke ' chuf an ' don ' t  let ' er use no towel lak she been 

LAST D IRT - FROM HOLE AT NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE 
TIED UP IN - NEW WHITE-LINEN HANDKERCHIEF 

ORDER DOORSTEP 2 NIGHTS - THIRD NIGHT UNDER HER PILLOW 

or ' nary [ ordinary ] 
usin ' . She say , "Well ,  
Baby , "  say, " I  a in ' t 
got nuthin in de b ed . " 
Yo ' say , "Well ,  here mah 

pocket han ' ke ' chuf . "  Yo ' take da t pocket han ' kechuf , see , an ' use hit . Yo ' see . 
Don ' t  let ' er use  it on yo ' .  She use it  on ' erself . All r ight . An ' den yo ' 
take dat pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' yo ' go to de nor th cornah o f  de house , an ' yo ' 
dig a hole eight inches in de groun ' . An ' yo ' gi t some of dat Zast dirt yo ' got 
out dere an ' t ie hit up in dat pocket han ' ke ' chuf . An ' yo ' bring dat pocket 
han1 ke ' chuf an ' yo ' put it undah de doorstep befo ' yo ' leave , an ' let ' er walk 
over it two days , two nights . An ' dat last night dat yo ' stay wit ' er ,  yo ' take 
it an ' put it undah ' er head . An ' she sleep on it but she don ' t  know it . An ' 
den when yo ' git  up dat mawnin ' when yo ' leavin ' ,  yo ' take dat pocket han ' ke ' 
ebuf - yo ' take dat pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' carrY it on wit chah . An ' evah man 
dat she - yo ' see , she might try to have some man but she can ' t have ' em . She ' ll 
tMrn wro� side out wit ' em , yo ' see . She can ' t  [ take ] dat man ,  she ' ll turn out . 

Dat t�es ' er .  Dat ties ' er ,  she can ' t  intahco ' se ,  yo ' see . 
(But what happens to her? ) 
Yo ' see , dat makes ' er turn out - yo ' see . 
(Turn out? ) 
Turn out . Evah time a man start foolin ' , it  hur t ' er yo ' see . She ' ll tell 

• em, say , "Gee [ something ] . "  See , ah ' m  got her fixed, yo ' see . She can ' t stan ' 
fo ' nobody to mess wit ' er .  She can ' t  stand it . She can ' t  stand it to have no 
.an, yo ' see . Dat ' s  got ' er fixed where she can ' t  - she tied up . She ain ' t  got 
aa int ' r est fo ' no man . Yo ' see , won ' t  have none . She don ' t  want nobody but 
chao , yo ' see .  [V icksburg , Miss . , ( 725) , 996 : 9 . ] 

3493 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew kin take a aord string an ' measure de man an ' tie 
a knot in de aentah , an ' de woman could tell af tah he had gone out . She could 

LOOSE - KNOT BECOMING - D IVINATION 

�ie it as t ight as she could , but it  
hat he couldn ' t  have dis woman . 

tell af tah he ' d  leaver [ leave her ] where he 
wuz tryin ' to have a connection wit d is 
woman . Dey sa id dis knot , why she could 
would loosen . She could tell if he tr ied , 

(That is , if he were trying , this knot would get loose in the string? ) 
Git loose in de  string . See , she would keep de str ing dat she measur e .  She 

weasured de  length of  ' im an ' den she ' d  tie a knot in de  centah of  de string . 
AD '  if he goes , wherevah he goes , de minute dat he ' d  try to  have de woman , why 
dis kno t would loosen . An ' da t ' s  why - or how she could tell whut he wuz doin ' . 

DEE - LENGTH AND WIDTH MEASUREMENT - WORN BELOW 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1390) ' 2493 : 2 . ] 
3494 . When he ' s  layin ' asleep 
take an ' measur e  his privates 
wit a cord . Take de length 

of it an ' take de  roun ' of  it . An ' take it  an ' t ie a kno t d er e  on it  an ' wear 
1� aroun ' ' er below ' er knee . An ' dat will stop ' im from runnin ' af tah othah 

DEE - MEASUREMENT - WORN ABOVE 
women . [Memphis , Tenn . , (974) , 15 78 : 8 . ] 
3495 . Ah tr ied dis mahself , yo ' know . Now , 
havin ' a intahco ' se ,  yo ' takes str ing , any

thing dat be ' s  long enough an ' measure hisself to de • • •  
(You measure him? ) 
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Yeah , wit de str ing . An ' yo ' take dis string an ' wear it up above yore  knee , 
an ' he kin not have anothah person , no othah one but yo ' .  [Fayett eville , N . Car . , 
(1403) , 2 5 25 : 4 . ] 

3496 . If  yo ' wanted ' im ag ' in ,  yo ' could take a piece o f  new ye LLah domestic 
an ' use de intahco ' se ,  use it nine times , an ' take an ' cut out a piece about as 
big as a quar t er [ 25 cent p iece ] an ' put it in yore left-foot shoe an ' wear it 

LOVE KNOT - CIRCULAR PIECE - SIZE OF QUARTER 
FROM NEW YELLOW DOMESTIC USED 9 TIMES BY WOMAN 
SUGAR - WEAR IN LEFT SHOE - OR KEEP IN MATTRESS 

MAN USES - NEW WHITE-LINEN HANDKERCHIEF - IN POCKET 

in der e ,  an ' yo ' ll come tuh 
conker ' im lak yo ' want ' im , 
if yo ' wanted ' im .  Yo ' 
could take , say fo ' in
stance - yo ' could take a 
p iece of cloth an ' nuse 

[ use ] it an ' t ie a love knot in it . Take a teaspoon fulla sugan an ' put in dere 
an ' t ie a love knot an ' put it in yore mattres s ,  an ' dat ' ll make him be closer to 
yo ' an ' no one else . 

(What kind of cloth do you take did you say? ) 
Ya L Lah domestic - new , dat nevah been nused . An ' yo ' nuse dat nine t imes , an ' 

when yo ' have it , YO ' NOT SUPPOSED TUB HAVE NO INTAHCO ' SE WIT ' IM YO ' SELF , YO ' 
KETCH HIS ' N . An ' den yo ' take an' put hit undah yore bed in yore mattress where 
yo ' sl eep on it . An ' dat ' ll make him close to yo ' .  

De man kin do it if he want s a woman . He kin take his new poc ket han ' ke ' chuf 
an ' nuse dat , han ' ke ' chuf dat ain ' t nevah been used , an ' take it an ' nuse it all 
de time an ' tote it in ' is pocket , an ' dat woman , she cain ' t have nuthin tuh do 
wit nobody but ' im . 

(How does he use that handkerchief ? )  
He j es '  nuse it in wipin ' ' isself . See , it ' s  a bran ' -new han ' ke ' chuf , a white 

linen han ' ke ' chuf dat ain ' t nevah been nused . An ' he take dat han ' ke ' chuf , see 
she j es '  ain ' t payin ' no ' tenshun , he j es '  take , yo ' know, an ' dry his self off . 
An ' den he take an ' put it in ' is pocket an ' wear it . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1548) , 
2809 : 2 . ] 

34 9 7 . Now, it ' s  somepin how to  make a 
towards evahone . Yo ' go  g it chew a p iece 

LOVE KNOT - SQUARE PIECE 
OF NEW WHITE LINEN - MIDNIGHT 

GRAVE OF FRIEND - NEW DIME - INCANTATION 

per son cold toward s de othah one, cold 
of  new clo t h ,  l inen cloth,  white cloth,  

18 x 18 inches , an ' yo ' hem dat . An ' 
dis paht ic ' lah person dat chure inter
sted in , yo ' wan ' a  use dem - yo ' use 
dat ,  yo ' see .  Yo ' put it out an ' let 
it dry an ' den yo ' t ie dat as ah tOle 

yo ' about de  dishrag . ' Membah me tellin '  yo ' ' bout de dishrag ? 
[ Informant ' s  mater ial had been badly recorded several days before , she is now 

repeating . ]  
(Yes , but you better tell it over . )  
Well , but d is doesn ' t  go wit dat , dis is diff ' ren ' thing . Yo ' use dat as yo ' 

did dat , an ' yo ' t ie de knot in it aftah yo ' dry it , an ' yo ' s t ick dese points 
in lak yo ' make a love kno t ,  yo ' know . Do it at twelve ' clock a t  night , if yo ' 
have some person or frien ' dat chew know is dead , yo 1 go to  dat grave of  someone 
dat chew know dat have kept secrets fer yo ' . Yo ' stick yo re han ' down in d is 
grave wit a new dime . Yo ' say , "Yo ' have always been a friend to me , indeed an ' 
yo ' have always kept mah secret s .  Now dis is one thing ah want chew to keep 
always , an ' ah wan t chew to keep d is person evah near me an ' no one else. " An ' 
yo 1 bury dis wit dat there person .  

(The handkerchief you bury there? ) 
Dat ' s  right , an ' d is person will rema in cold to evahone except yo ' . 
Dat new d ime ,  yo ' pay ' em f er keepin ' de secret . 
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(Where do you put that new dime? ) 
Right where ,  yo ' know, where yo ' d ig 

two nickels but a dime . [Mob ile ,  Ala . , 
de place to bury dat - de silvah, an ' � 
( 650) , 8 6 6 : 6 . ] 

HEW CLOTH - LITTLE KNOT - UNDER MATTRESS  
3498 . All r ight , dey  tell me  dat when 
yo ' have intahco ' se wit ' er , dat she 
could take a p iece of new cloth of any 

kind an ' use it an ' let chew use it , den could take it an ' t ie it in a lit tle 
kno t ,  ball it up an ' put it undah d e  mattress  r ight undah yor e haid ,  dat chew 
will nevah go out any mo ' .  

(With o ther women? ) 
Yes s ir . [ Flor ence,  S .  Car . , (1307 ) , 2211 : 12 . ] 
3499 . Tub make yore man love yo ' ,  ah tell yo ' whut chew do . Yo ' go tub b ed 

wit 1 im  an ' yo ' git chew a bran ' -new white pocket han ' ke ' chuf dat has nevah been 

O IL OF C INNAMON - OLIVE OIL - 15 DROPS ON EACH SPOT 
ON NEW WHITE HANDKERCHIEF USED - TIED ABOUT RIGHT LEG 3 DAYS 

used . Well , yo ' 
have a intahco ' se 
wit ' im,  yo ' know. 
Well , yo ' git up 

an ' yo ' have yo ' a bo ttle of olive o il an ' yo ' g it chew a bo ttle o f  o il o f  cin
namon .  Yo ' take it - yo ' know, don ' t  let ' em see yo ' - drop 15 drops o f  o il o f  
cinnamon in dat nasty spo t ,  an ' yo ' drop 15 drops o f  o il o f  olive o il .  Den yo ' 
take dat an ' yo ' t ie it aroun ' yore laig , an ' yo ' wear it aroun ' yore laig three 
days , an ' if he hasn ' t  been comin ' , he will come an ' cain ' t  quit comin ' . He 
cain ' t  quit comin ' an ' he ' ll br ing all ' is money home , an ' he ' ll give it to yo ' .  
He ' ll be good to yo ' when yo ' do dat . 

(You t ie that around either leg? ) 
No , one la ig , de r ight laig . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1547 ) ,  2508 : 1 2 . ] 
3500 . She be wit ' im  an ' she j is '  takes , yo ' know, his d ischar ge [ on a 

clo th ] an ' she fold s it up or  t ies it up [ which makes the 1 kno t ]  an ' wear s it 

SHOE - PIECE OF BEDCLOTH WORN IN - AFTER FOLDING AND TYING 
in ' er r ight-foo t 
sho e ;  an ' [ o r ]  
she ' ll take some 

of ' er ,  yo ' know, her period , an ' she feed s  ' im dat ; or 
an '  give him dat . Dat breaks ' em up . 

eithah some of ' er water 

(That breaks him up with this other girl , you say . ) 
An ' [ o r ]  take some of ' is hair an ' put it in a bo ttle an ' keep it wit ' er .  

Dat breaks ' em up . [ Lit tle Ro ck , Ark . , (896) , 1467 : 15 . ] 
3501 . He have a intahco ' se wit ' er an ' she take a piece o f  new clo th an ' take 

his come on dat an ' t ie it in dat new clo th an ' den she bury it undah de steps , 

THREE TIMES - AFTER MAN WALKS OVER NEW BEDCLOTH 
BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP - IT IS BURIED IN GRAVEYARD 

IF SPELLCASTER DIES HE CANNOT BE CURED 

an ' when he steps ovah it 
three times , she take an ' 
carry it to de  cemetery an ' 
bury it in de cemetery , an ' 

can ' t  have ano thah woman tub save his life . IF 
BE CAN ' T  HAVE ANOTHAH WOMAN [ see 103 9 ,  p . 3 9 6 ] . 

den he be tied to her an ' he 
SHE ' D  DIE AN ' LEAVE HIM LAK DAT , 
Ah ' ve s een dat done . [ Savannah , 

Ga . , (1266 ) , 2146 : 3 . ] 
3502 . Ah know dat 

�pe ' im  an ' bring it 

toWARDS YOU - WIPE HIM 
QUI!CUNX WITH MATTRESS  

chew kin take a rag  when yo ' have intahco ' se wit  ' em , an ' 
toward s yo ' ,  an ' t ie it up an ' put it in de middle of yore 

bed undah de mattress , an ' dey can ' t go wit nobody else 
but chew . 
(What do you mean by br inging the rag toward you? ) 
Yo ' wipe it , his thing , toward s yo ' an ' den ball it up 

tight in a hard kno t ,  an ' den put it in de middle of de mattress up undah d e  b ed , 
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an ' he can ' t go wit nobody else . 
[ The middle of the mattPess and its  4 corners are the 5 point s of a quincunx , 

see p . 710  and many places in HOODOO . ]  [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (107 9 ) , 1747 : 10 . ] 
3503 . Gittin '  a woman down - ah mean down in mah part of  de country , down dis 

side [ southeastern Atlantic coas t ]  down heah , ah ' m  ga in ' tell yo ' whut dey do es . 
See , go to yo ' self an ' want action an ' all , don ' t tell ' em  ' bout no othah man 

atall . Jes ' look ' em  in de eyes an ' tell ' em , an ' ah tell yo ' ,  if she ' d  make a 

TREE - NEW HANDKERCHIEF TIED ABOUT GREEN 
OR KNOTTED AND PUT OVER DOOR 

dat e  wi t chew ,  yo ' take a bran ' -new 
pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' us e da t fo ' 
de rag . De man will carry de  han ' 
ke ' ch ' ef off , he carry de han ' ke ' -

ch ' ef off ' er an ' tie it  roun ' 
de  do ' ,  anywher e ovah de do ' .  
do . Be wit nobody but chew . 

De man do da t ,  yes sir . 
(Over the door or where? ) 

in a knot , turn it  in a kno t an ' put it up ovah 
Or t ie it in a green tree . Da t b e  al l de go t ' a  

Ovah de do ' o r  tie it o n  a green tree . If yo ' git to a little green tree 
dat ' s slindah enough in de woods , kin draw it roun ' der e ,  draw it in t ight dis 
way . Git a new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  one ain ' t no t been used . [Florenc e ,  S .  
Car . , (1291) , 218 9 : 3 . ] 

3504 . Ah heard da t once it  wuz a man , yo ' know he ' d run about , he wouldn ' t  
stay home wit ' is wif e af tah dey ma-ied [married ] . He run all about a t ' [after ] 
o thah ' umens [women ] , yo ' know . He ' d  come in twelve a ' clock,  one a ' clock,  two 

WAI ST - T IED ABOUT 
a ' clock, three a ' clock , an ' somet ime de nex '  mawnin ' . So 
dis ' uman [ ' oman = woman ] she git tied [ t ired ]  o f  it . An ' 
so she didn ' t wan ' a ,  yo ' know , kill she ' usban ' , so she j is '  

wait till she an ' h e  vent [went ] tub ba id , yo ' see . An ' den ,  af tah dey vent tub 
baid an ' he git on dis lady , yo ' see ,  an ' he vent tub do in ' somepin wit ! er ,  yo ' 
undahstan ' me , vy [why ] she j is '  take de thing dat , chao know - if I wan ' a  say 
a - she take ' is dick , yo ' see , an ' wipe it on huh undahcoat - undahclo z [ under
clo thes ] yo ' see ,  so he couldn ' t ,  yo ' know , git up any aouPage fuh nobody else 
den but huh . An ' so da t [ remedy ] wuz tole huh he ' d haf to stay home , see . She 
j i s '  put it on huh undahcoat , j oo see . An ' den ,  af tah ven [when] he gone off , 
he gone tub verk sometime [ sometime] , an ' she j i s '  take it de  undahcoat , an ' j i s '  
cut dat piec e off , yo ' see ,  b�l [ ball]  i t  up an ' put i t  on a long string , an ' put 
it aroun ' she waist . It res ' [ r ested ] , yo ' know ,  on she [ her ] necked [ naked ] 
meat , hangin ' down on de right side . [ Wilmington,  S .  Car . , (203 from Summer ton,  
S .  Car . ) , 109 : 4 . ] 

3505 . Ah know dis is true . Yo ' kin go tub work an ' yo ' kin f ix dat man in a 
way dat he cain ' t have no dealings wit no o thah woman . Jis ' git chew a string 
an ' measure him an ' tie it aroun ' yor e waist [ this is tying 1 kno t in string ] an ' 
he kin go on any o thah woman he wan ' a ,  but he ca in ' t have no dealin ' s wit ' er .  
Come back home an ' h e ' s all  right wit ' er [ hi s  wife or  woman . ]  [ Little Rock,  
Ark . , (889) , 146 3 : 14 . ] 

3506 . (Wha t will she do ? )  
Take de c lo th dat she us e an ' be sur e da t she gits it . She gain ' to cut it  

�. de p iece of  it out while it ' s  damp , an ' she know wha t she go t .  An ' she ' ll 
put it on a belt or  somepin an ' j is '  wear it aroun ' ' er waist . Da t tie him to 
her . Evah t ime he go to go wi t any o thah woman , as long as she get dat piece 
on ' er ,  he can ' t .  If  he ' s ready , why he  soon become unready befo ' he kin do any
thing . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 56 ) , 1037 : 2 . ]  

3507 . If yo ' wanta person tub love yo ' ,  yo ' kin git ' em. Yo ' kin buy yo ' a 
piece of  white clo th [ ther efor e it is new] an ' j es '  lak if yo ' have a da t wit dis 
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person , whenevah yo ' git through wiping wit it , an ' take it an ' wear it . T ie it 
aroun ' yore waist an ' wear it . Dat ' ll make ' em  love yo ' .  [ The tying about waist 
is the one kno t . ] [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (109 0) ,  175 8 : 5 . ] 

3508 .  All r ight , chew take a vhit e had 
WATER ON BEDCLOTH 9 MORNINGS - HOT SUN ke ' chuf an ' j es '  lak a man an ' a woman 

is - urinate togethah [ see Later] , well 
yo ' take de  ur inate an ' tie it in de  middle of de  han ' ke ' chuf , t ie it in a bard 
kno t an ' d en yo ' wet it evah mawnin ' fo ' nine - wit watah fo ' nine mawnin ' an ' 
keep it in d e  ho t sun . 

(What will that do ? )  
Da t makes [ them] love yo ' an ' d ey can ' t git r id o f  yo ' .  
[ URINATE USUALLY MEANS URINE BUT NOT ALWAYS . ]  
(You don ' t use their ur ine , do you? ) 
Yes sub , dat ' s  whut ah mean . 
(How do you mean that ? )  
Jes ' lak if dey go wid yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  take dere ur inate an ' j es '  t ie it in de 

middle o f  a han ' ke ' chuf . 
(WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THEIR URINATE ? DO YOU MEAN THEIR PEE WATER OR WHAT? ) 
No sir , dey aome . 
(You mean the other stuff [ semen from man ]  that comes out . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  

(1229) , 208 7 : 4 . ] 

(da) . KNOTS TWO :  A CAUSE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

3509 .  Well , if it ' s  a man - if a woman wanta triak a man where he can ' t have 
anyone else . Well , she have intahco ' se wit ' im an ' den she use a cloth , she 

dr ies ' im .  She takes d e  clo th an ' she f olds 
FOLD AND TIE - WEAR LIKE NAPKIN it see , an ' ties it an ' she wear dat as she 

would a sanitary piece , see . An ' quite na tch ' l  
[ natura l ]  he ' ll come in an ' he ' ll raise , unt il he g it ready tub git in d e  baid . 
When he g it in de  baid an ' git tub crawl on dis woman , it will fall . [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , (1364) , 2405 : 8 .  J 

3510 . Well , j is '  like if she wanted havin ' a man , yo ' know , an ' yo ' don ' t 
wan ' ' im to have no one else . Dey say dat dere ' s  two ways yo ' kin do dat , but 

NEW WHITE HOMESPUN - TIED INTO KNOT 
TIED ABOUT WA IST 9 DAYS - THEN HIDDEN ABOUT BED 

de surest way to do it is to 
go to de store - yo ' don ' t 
have to buy but about a half 
a yard of white homespun. I ' ve 

tr ied dat mahself . An ' when yo ' make connec tion , j is '  before he have a good 
time , dat he takes it out - an ' of  co ' se some draps on de baid . Yo ' take an ' 
grab like dat an ' wipe it choo know . An ' den yo ' tie yo ' a hard kno t in dat 
homespun . I guess it ' ll be  about dat long . Yo ' go t to buy about a half a yard 
anyhow . Yo ' might have to splice it , yo ' know, so it be long enough to go roun ' 
yore wais t an ' tie it , an ' also tie de kno t [ here are the two kno t s ] . Yo ' wear 
it nine days an ' den yo ' take it an 1 put it somewhere ' bout chah baid , an ' � 
can ' t mess wit nobody else .  He be on level all de t ime . I d id it fer cur iosity . 
I d id a man like dat an ' he had to pay a man , he told me ,  ten dollar s  to git dat 

SHIRTTA IL - PIECE OF HIS - TIED INTO BAG 
TIED OVER MONS VENERIS 

thing offa him . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
( 276) , 195 : 4 . ] 
3511 . I ' ve heard da t if a man sup
po sed to leave a woman, she don ' t want 
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'fm to go , why she does ' is washin 1 1  see . Of course he could go away , but he 
won ' t  be no good to nobody else but ' er .  See ,  she ' ll cut a piece of shirt tail 
outa his shir t ,  cut right outa his testicles , cut out dat . Take dat an 1 wear dat 
in a - tie somp in aroun ' it an ' wear it aroun ' ' er ,  see [ pubic reg ion] . Yo ' kin 
go anywhere yo ' choose,  but yo ' can ' t do anything . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( ? but 9 : 3  

is No . 93 ) , 9 : 4 . ] 
STRING - HIS NATURE TIED INTO 3512 . If chew have a man or a husban ' an ' he ' s  

runnin ' out somewher e ,  j es '  lak yo ' been mat e  
tuhgethah yo ' j es '  take dat stuff an ' t i e  i n  a little string an ' t i e  i t  roun ' 
yore waist , an ' when he go back tuh dis lady he can ' t mate ag ' in .  [ See marg in 
title SP IRIT CAUGHT IN KNOT , p . 38 9 . ] [Florence,  S .  Car . , (132 3 ) 1 2268 : 1 . ] 

(dd) . KNOTS THREE: A CA USE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

3513 . Well , he j es '  takes ' er an ' when he deal wit ' er he takes ' is hans ' 
scuff , takes a ten cents linen pocket hans ' scuf f ,  not a cotton hans ' scuff , an ' 

NO MEASURE - 3 KNOTS IN LINEN HANDKERCHIEF - IN POCKET 
he use dat . Well , yo ' 
know what . He takes 
dat an ' ties three 

kno t s ,  ball it , an ' stick it  in ' is pocket an ' take it on wit ' fm . When he come 
back she be dere j es '  lak she wus when he lef ' ' er - if he take dat wit ' im .  

NEW CLOTH - 3 KNOT S  IN - AIRTIGHT IT 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) 1 1585 : 8 . ] 
3514 . Well , if yo ' be ' s  wit a man , an ' 
de cloth dat yo ' use , yo ' take dat cloth 

an ' let it  be a new cloth an' tie three knots in it , an ' j es '  put it anywhere 
where de air don ' t git to it . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1448 ) ,  2630 : 11 . ] 

STRING 
3 KNOTS IN 

3515 . Dat ' s  fo '  anybody tuh do anything to yo ' ,  see ,  lak if yo ' go 
wit a woman , yo ' know, an ' ano thah woman,  see, dey have yo ' triaked 
an ' dey wear it roun ' dere waist . Jes ' lak a string , any kinda 
str ing dey wear roun ' dere waist . Dey tie three knots  in dere an ' 

wear it  roun ' dere waist . 
(What do they do with tha t string fir st or that cloth? ) 
Dey do nuthin but take a plain kno t an ' tie it . [Wil son , N .  Car . , (1456 ) 

264 7 . ] 
3516 . If a man leaves home an ' a woman wants a man back,  he ' s  easy tuh g it 

back.  It ' s  very easy tuh git 1 im back . She haven ' t  got anything tuh do but go 
' head an ' have a intahco ' se wit ' tm  an ' when dey have intahco ' se wit 'fm an ' � 
de measure of  1 i s 1  yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' den she ' ll tie three kno ts in dat str ing 
an ' � [ carry ] it aroun ' ' er waist . Ain ' t no way in de  world he kin git up 
ano thah heart fo ' anothah woman . He goin ' come back where she is . [Memphis ,  
Tenn . , (956 ) , 1540 : 14 . ] 

3517 . When yo ' at home at night , yo ' an ' yore wife or sweethear t ,  somepin 
lak dat . Well , she takes a str ing , see while yo ' sleep , an ' put it round yore 
thing ; roun ' der e ,  see , an ' git de  measure from it . An ' dey say if she tie three 
knot s  in dat str ing an ' wear it up undah her clothes , right nex ' to her skin , say 
she have yo ' tied up den where yo ' can ' t have no discharge wit anothah woman . 
[Waycro s s ,  Ga . , (1136 ) , 184 9 : 5 . ] 

3518 . Yo ' kin keep 'fm from goin ' wit a woman . Git chew a cord string an ' 
measure ' tm, hisself yo ' know , an ' yo ' git de leng th of  ' tm, an ' den yo ' measur e  
aroun ' ' is waist [ the thickness or circumference] , an ' t i e  a knot i n  it , see . 

(You get the measure around his waist with the same string or a different 
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string? ) 
De same one . Look heah . Yo ' see [ demons trates ] de  string is  long , an ' yo ' 

measur e  it  sompin lak dat 1 an ' yo ' tie a kno t at dis end an ' yo ' tie one in de 

STRING 
1 KNOT AT EACH END 

1 KNOT AT CENTER 

middl e .  An ' yo ' done t ie i t  dat far roun ' yo ' see . Den 
yo ' take an ' measure dat dis way . 
(The same as the length . )  
Yes , an ' tie a knot der e 1  an ' den yo ' tie i t  all de way 
aroun ' yore  wai s t  an ' den [ o r ] yo ' wear i t  aroun ' yores 

r ight in yore laigs an ' da t keeps ' im from - he cain ' t do it  wit anyone els e .  
[ This should probably b e  classified under 4 kno t s , usually reserved f o r  the 

4 corners of a handkerchief . Here , however : 1st kno t is t ied in the end o f  the 
string ; 2nd at end of leng th ;  3rd at end o f  added circumference ;  and 4 th about 
the waist . ]  [Li t tle  Rock ,  Ark . , ( 8 9 6 ) 1 1466 : 17 . ] 

3519 . Well , dey take a cord string , lak a. twine string ,  an ' take de length 
of  ' is private . Well , yo ' make three knots  r ight in de middle of dat 1  dat ' ll 

THREE KNOTS 
IN CENTER OF MEASURING STRING 

keep ' im fron; bein ' wit somebody els e .  It  will 
fall evah t iMe he go wit somebody else same as 
a [ dishrag? ] .  
(What does she do wi th that string , then? ) 

Take dat string an ' keep it 1 wear s aroun ' ' er wais t .  [Jacksonville , Fla . 1 ( 6 18 ) 1 
7 9 2 : 10+85 . 1 

3520 . [ Informant ' s  opening words answer ing a question o f  mine were probably 
something like , "She could measure him . " I then turn on recording machine : ]  

TWO KNOTS IN FRONT 
THIRD IN BACK 

(How would she measure him? ) 
Well , take a cord string an ' ke tch ' im when he ' s  sleep or 
sompin an ' measure him 1 an ' tie three knots  in it an ' put de 
othah kno t in ' er back an ' [ to ]  hang it  [ round her waist ] .  

Put three kno t s  in it an ' tie de othah kno t - de las t kno t tie da t string in ' er 
back,  de third kno t .  

[ In other words , that third kno t 1 that middle kno t 1 she put s r ight in the mid
dle o f  her back , and then t ies the s t r ing around her . ] 

Yes . 
[ This is an untied string with two kno t s  of the measure to the front . A third 

kno t appears when she ties the two loo se ends of the string at back of her waist . ]  
[Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) 1 1460 : 8 . ] 

35 21 . [The following rite is a good example of wha t happens when you do not 
turn on or have turned off  your machine because informant is "less than fair" -

KNOT IN EACH END OF STRING 
THE THIRD ABOUT WAIST 

long , and she puts  a kno t 
In each end . 

so evaluated at the t ime . When I ask for a repe
ti tion of the rit e ,  here is usually wha t happens -
I have to drag it out o f  informant . ]  
(She takes a cord string and measures a man 1 hov 

in each end . ) 

(And then she puts it in turpent ine , you say 1 and wears i t  around her waist . )  
Around her waist . 
[ Here , tying string about her waist makes the third knot . ]  
(And he is no good with o ther women . ) 
No 1 no good whatever . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 743) 1 101 3 : 4 . ] 
35 2 2 . Well , that ' s  so he can ' t have ano thah woman . 
(Well , how would she do that? ) 
She j is '  take a string offa some o f  ' er clo thes an ' measure dis man, an' den 

take ano thah string an ' tie onto it 1 long enough to reach aroun1 1 er waist , an 1 

tie three kno ts  in it  an ' wear it aroun ' ' er waist . An '  as long as she got da t 
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aroun ' ' er wais t ,  he can ' t have anothah woman . 
TWO STRINGS - 3 KNOTS IN ONE (I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (738) 1 1010 : 4 . ] 

3523 . Well , de way yo ' know dat I undahs tan ' it 1 
j e s '  lak if yo ' have intahco ' s e 1  yo ' undahstan ' .  Well dey ' d  take dat 1 dat same 
piece . Well dey ' d  be careful an ' try to git de edge of it 1 yo ' see . Well dey 

got some of yores , pPe[ 'Penae . An ' ketch yore 
NINE DAYS WORN - SEMEN AND URINE urine , yo ' know , an ' git deres what wuz on 

dere . An ' dey j is '  tie a little string on it  
an ' t ie three kno ts  in it 1 an ' put da t aroun ' dere waist  an ' wear it f er nine 
days . 

(What will happen? ) 
Well dat control s yo ' to dem. [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 20) 1 990 : 8 . ] 
35 24 . In ca se ah wanta make love to a woman - now ah go to dis woman an' make 

love to her an ' git pazot of ' eP "nature "� de same as mah "nature " ,  an ' t ie a 
string into three knots an ' put it up 

.THREE STEP S FORWARD - THREE WEEKS WORN ovah her do ' ,  or undah her front do ' step 
where she have to walk ovah it . Ah make 

love to  her . She only once walk ovah it  three steps forwards an ' I take it up 
' fore she walk back ovah i t . Ah have her trapped . 

(What do you do with her nature and your nature ? ) 
Take dat an ' keep it 1 wear it roun ' yore waist three weeks . 
(Well , what do you do with this string ? You make three kno ts  in the string 

or what ? )  
In a str ing o r  eithah i n  a rag . 
(What do you do with the string I mean? Is anything done to the string ? )  
D e  string - dat ' s  it , bury it . 
(How do you use that string ? )  
Fold i t  - wrap it up into a small piece of papah . Yo ' take a str ing an ' t ie 

it  - use de natuPe lak yo ' an ' a woman have "purgements " togethah , an ' yo ' take 
de str ing an ' tie three kno ts  in it . 

(You wipe with the string . )  
[Her e we have a def inite statement of  the folklore belief about what happens 

in coitus ; both man and woman have purgements togetheP. To purge means to 
a Zeanse� to pUPify the impure or undesirable . I am certain my informant equates 
purgement with ej aculation or emission , no t with something impure . A man ' s  pur
gement is semen, a collection of so-called seeds . A real seed , of cour s e ,  is 
complete in it self , needing only a soil or  place in which to grow , and nurishment . 
These latter says folklore are what the woman ' s  purgement supplies , a suitable 
liquid for the growth and development of man ' s so-called seed . It never occurred 
to folklore and earl ier medicine that a man ' s so-called seed wa s incomplete ; that 
it became a true seed only by uniting with a woman ' s  ovum or egg . Before uniting, 
the single successful semen and ovum had been single separate cells ; but after 
union they became one new cell , which immediately split into two cells and many 
others . What the woman purges according to folklore is pazot of ' eP "nature "� de 
same as ma.h "nature ".  She certainly does no t ej aculate ovah to meet the ej acu
lated semen . ] [ Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1111) 1 1784 : 6 . ] 

3525 . (You tie three knots into a string . 
PUBIC HAIR - 3 KNOTS - STRING Yes ? ) 

Ah show yo ' now . Yo ' ties in dat string dem 
knots , dey got chew tied - yo ' can ' t leave yo ' see . 

(Well , would they do anything else with that string first ? )  
No 1 don ' t do nuthin else wit it . Dey will git a piece of yore ha ir aroun ' 

yore pr ivate , yeah,  an ' tie it in dere 1 an ' yo ' can ' t - see now , dat ' s  three 
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kno t s  in dere an ' yo ' can ' t leave . Yo ' can ' t go wit no othah woman but de one . 
(Well , what do you do? Tie that hair into that string ? Tie it in the knot ? ) 
Knot . Tie ' em in a hard knot . 
(Well , they use a piece o f  string though? ) 
Yassuh ,  dey roll it up dere , roll de  string once on it , t ie ' em .  Den she wear 

' em roun ' ' er • • •  
(Round her , near her pr ivates ? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1233 ) , 2089 : 9 . ]  
35 26 .  Take a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  white han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  an ' j is '  lak 

a woman an ' a man be tuhgethah yo ' know , an ' let ' im  have intahco ' se an ' she not 
have nuthin , an ' j is '  dry ' im wit de han ' ke ' 
ch ' ef .  Tie it  in three straight kno t s , yo ' 
know , catahcornah . Jis ' t ie it in dem three 

CATERCORNERED - 3 STRAIGHT KNOTS 

knot s  an ' put it  right undah de mattress on de side where he sleep at , an ' dat ' ll 
stop ' im  from runnin ' roun ' . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1255 ) , 2128 : 1 . ]  

3527 . L isten ,  dat is  fo ' a man an ' woman dat has sexual intahco ' se tuhgethah .  
Now , d i s  ma n  perhaps want s tuh fix dat woman so she kin be wit no othah man . She 

wanta fix ' im so he can ' t b e  wit no othah woman . 
TRIANGLE - FOLDED INTO 

KNOT IN EACH ANGLE 
Yo ' take yo ' a piece of  new homespun dat ' s  nevah been 
used . Yo ' take it  tuh bed wit yo ' an ' use it an ' take 
dat an ' yo ' put it catahcornah - lak yo ' would a han ' 

ke ' ch ' ef ,  three-cornahed-lak . Yo ' t ie one kno t r ight in de middle [at  the apex 
of  the triangle ] an ' one near each end [ each angle of the base] . An ' yo ' take 
it an ' yo ' go  undah yor e bed an ' t ie it  undah de middle par t of  de spr ings or de 
slat - j is ' tie it an ' leave i t  dere . 

----[This tying under the cent er of  the bed creates a fourth knot , also a quin
cunx made with a triangle . ]  

(That ' s  all you have to do . )  [ Waycross , Ga . , (1144 ) , 1868 : 8 . ]  
3528 . When a woman wanta make a man lo se his natUPe , dat ' s  by ovahfeedin ' ' im  

wit dis monthly - a man , dey take his discharge an ' take de pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
an ' iron [ it ] , t ie three kno ts  in it , an ' throw it in de bot tom of de trunk. He 

TRIPLE CONF INEMENT : 
IRONED - 3 KNOTS - TRUNK 

wouldn ' t  fool wit ' em, not until he dead . 
(With any other woman . )  
No more good . All ' is natUPe will go to his head , an ' 
den he ' ll come to be a man usin ' wit ' is mouth . Dat ' s  

why a lotta fellahs use wit dey mouth an ' can ' t use down below here , becuz dey 
natUPe is taken away from dem .  

[ In hoodoo every ailment and misfor tune , including impotenc e ,  i s  caused by a 
spell or conj urat ion . ]  

(They use this natUPe on the handkerchief and iron it . )  
Iron it an ' put three kno ts  in it . [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , (519 ) , 617 : 1+85 . ] 
3529 . [Put the towel]  with watah an ' put it  into a [ chamber ]  po t an ' soak 

it - boil it an ' st eam it through de top an ' dat will keep yo ' home an' cut yore 
natUPe from any othah man or eithah de woman , see . 

(What will they do with that towel then, after they 
URINE finish with that towel? )  

STEAMED THROUGH BEDCLOTH Rolls it up very t ight - roll it togethah tight an ' 
THROWN TO SUNSET tie it in three places on de top [ of the rolled towe� . 

(Tie it in thr ee plac es on the top ? )  
Yes suh, 
dey have 
it . 

an ' s tick it into a trunk or eithah to a slit [in the house] , anJwhere 
a mind to put dat towel up , af tah dey done steam dis chambe.r Zye through 

(What will they do with that chambe!' Zye then that was left in the po t? ) 
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Throw it out d e  way de sun goes down . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (538) , 6 5 6 : 2+8 5 . ]  
3530 . Mah gran ' mothah tole me dis , an ' I don ' t know whethah it ' s  true or not . 

She wuz ole , I think she musta knowed . 
Said yo ' take yo ' a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' ,  when yo ' have connection 

wit ' im an ' yo ' - know how yo ' do - yo ' bring it toward s  yo ' three times an ' 
wish . Make a wish yo ' know so he will nevah 

WISH WHILE TYING 3 KNOTS TO YOU bo thah abou t nobody . An ' yo ' take da t pocket 
han ' ke ' chuf lak dis , an ' tie three knots in it , 

an ' wish all de  while yo ' tie dem knots  in it , an ' take it an ' bury it undah d e  
doorstep .  An ' yo ' go o n  in d e  house an ' long a s  dat i s  der e ,  he can ' t bothah 
wit ,  make no love wit no othah woman but chew . [ Newpor t ,  Va . ,  (483) , 512 : 4+85 . ]  

3531 . Yo ' kin keep yore husban ' from a woman lak dat , he cain ' t raise up fo ' 
a [another ] woman . Yo ' kin take a bran ' -new cord string an ' name it ' im , an ' 

TELL MEASURING STRING WHAT TO DO 
NAME STRING FOR MAN - 3 KNOTS COMING TO YOU 

perhaps while he ' s  sleep , yo ' 
measure him, an ' yo ' tie three 
knots  comin ' to yo ' ,  an ' yo ' tell 
it  whut chew don ' want ' im tub do . 

Den yo ' take dat an ' tie it an ' wear it aroun ' yore wais ' .  He cain ' t raise up 
fo ' nobody but chew. [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1542) , 2 7 91 : 6 . ] 

3532 . She measure his priva tes an ' git de measure of ' is privates , an ' git de 
length of ' is privates , how it is den,  an ' tie three knots in de  back of de string 

3 KNOTS IN FRONT 
3 KNOTS IN BACK 

an ' three kno t s  in d e  front , an ' tie  it aroun ' ' er wais ' where 
it ' ll come ' cross ' er privates lak dat . It ' ll cause him tub 
come back home tub ' er .  An ' if he don ' t come back home ag ' in, 
he druthah [ rather ] come aroun ' ' er an ' b e  wit ' er ,  if he ' s  

wit somebody else; but he ' ll nevah git de thrill outa othah people dat he will 
[ with ]  ' er .  He ' ll come baok an '  [o 'th tub ' er .  

She wear s three knots right in d e  front o f  dat thing , an ' three knots  in de 
back , an ' ties it roun ' d e  side down heah [ side depending on whether tier is 
right or left handed ] .  

( She ties a piece o f  string to this piece? ) 
Naw ,  j is ' a piece of cord string , see .  
[ This means that her original string was long enough to b e  tied about her 

waist . ]  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 92 3 ) , 1 5 13 : 13 . ] 

(de) . KNOTS FOUR: A CAUSE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

3533 . (And would she do anything else then? ) 
Well , she kin take an ' kin have him . 
(What ? )  
She kin have him ,  have intahco ' se wit ' im ,  an ' take an ' tie a string aroun ' 

' er waist wit a kno t in it ; wit ,  yo ' see , what come from ' er an ' ' im ,  puts four 
knots  in it an ' tie it aroun ' ' er wais ' .  He ' ll 
stay dere an ' [ something = finish? ] his days . 

KNOTS 4 IN STRING ABOUT WAIST ( I  see . ) [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 70) , 105 9 : 2 . ] 
3534 . See , ah taken a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  
bought me a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef have 

nevah been used . Take dis pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' aftah yo ' have intahco ' se wit 
one ' nothah , take dis pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef den an ' tie de  fo ' cornahs . 

(How do you mean you tie each corner ? ) 
Tie each cornah . 
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( Into a knot? ) 
EACH CORNER 

OF NEW HANDKERCHIEF 
KNOTTED 

Into a kno t ,  bury it undah de do ' s tep an ' j es '  1e� 1� lay 
right dere undah dat do ' step . 
(What would that do then? ) 
She be lak a lamb , j es '  fellah me wherevah ah goes . 

(You do that so that  girl will s tay with you? ) 
Yes . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . ,  (1001 ) , 1616 : 10 . ] 
3535 . A woman kin tie up a man . Ah guess yo 've hear o f  dat . Ah ' ve exp eri

enced dat . Ah wuz dataway fo ' eighteen months . Well ,  de way a woman does it . 

REW HANDKERCHIEF - 4 KNOTS - SEWED INTO MATTRESS  
IF SHE BECOMES PREGNANT AND HAS CHILD - HE IS FREED 
OTHERWISE HE FREES SELF - DOING SAME THING TO HER 

When a man have connec
tions wit ' er - at least  
has dealin ' s  wit  ' er -
af tah dey have connections , 
den she takes yo ' know an ' 

cleans ' erself wit a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf . An ' den she ties it in fo ' 
koots , an ' she takes it an ' sews it in de mat tress i an ' as long as it  der e ,  yo ' 
can ' t  have any dealin '  wit any o thah woman . Evah time yo ' go tuh have dealin ' 
vit a woman , yo ' know, yo ' fall . 

If she git pr egnant , aftah de chile born,  somehow uh no thah he ' s  free . But in 
o�hah word s ,  de way a ma n  git s out o f  dat condition, he goes an ' takes an ' does 
de same thing wit ' er .  Undahstan ' ,  when he has dealin ' s  wit ' er ,  an ' cleans 
1 1sself wit a bran ' -new pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' t ie it in fo ' knots , an ' bury it 
uadah de front do ' st ep ,  an ' den he j es '  a s  good as  h e  evah wu z  befo ' . 

(But if the woman has a child then that spell is taken off the man? ) 
De spell goes off  de man . Ah exper ienced dat . [ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  (134 2 ) , 

2322 : 8 . ] 
3536 . (Tell 
Jes ' lak yo ' 

chuf . Yo ' want 

me that from the beginning . )  
want ' em  to love yo ' ,  yo ' take a han ' ke ' chuf - or ' nary han ' ke ' 
' em  to no t - yo ' don ' t  want ' em to love yo ' hard . Jes ' tie it 

LOOSE OR HARD KNOTS 
IR 4 CORNERS OF HANDKERCHIEF 

in fo ' loose knots . Well , den , if yo ' want ' em 
to love yo ' hard , t ie it fo ' hard knots , one in 
each cornah : one at dat cornah , one down below, 
one down below, one at de o thah end . Tie dose 

fo ' hard knots , hard as yo ' kin draw it . An ' to te dat in yore pocket . 
( I  see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 44 ) , 1010 : 6 . ] 
3537 . Or else , yo ' could take a han ' ke ' chi ' f  an ' each time dat dey has a 

intahco ' se wit one anothah , take it an ' t ie a kno t in de cornah o f  it , unt il 

ORE KNOT EACH TIME UNTIL 4 IN HANDKERCHIEF 
yo ' git all fo ' cornahs of it tied , 
an ' put it away somewheres . Be very 
pahtic ' lah where yo ' put it , where 

1� wouldn ' t ,  be found , an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  nevah have any trouble wit dat one . 

CORNERS 4 - KNOTS 4 
HANDKERCHIEF PERFUMED 

FOLDED ELABORATELY 
CIRCLED ABOUT HEAD 3 T IMES 
smlED INTO BAG OR MATTRESS  

[ Savannah,  Ga . , ( 1 2 68 ) , 214 7 : 10a . ] 
3538 . Dey say , j es '  lak if  yo ' go t a man an ' yo ' 
think a who le lo t o f  ' im ,  an ' yo ' don ' want ' im  tuh 
run roun ' • An ' dey said when yo ' an ' ' im  have any
thing to do wit each othah , j es '  take dis han ' ker
cheff or cloth an ' t ie a knot in each cornah . Take 
it an ' sew it up in yor e ma t tress an ' dey say dat 

would - j es '  lak if he go an ' makes a da te wit ano thah woman , he would fall , yo ' 
taow. But it ' s  some kinda per fume dat yo ' git . Yo ' kin git i t  a t  any Five an ' 
Ten Cent Sto ' . Ah fo ' git de name of it . Ah know it  when ah see . Take dis per� 
fume an ' yo ' put on dis s tuff [ in the handkerchie f ] . An ' yo ' git it an ' yo ' 
supposed tuh fold it dis way : to yo ' half way , an ' fold de othah part back . An ' 
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den take a str ing an ' tie aroun ' i t  tight . Carry it up ovah yor e head thr ee times 
an ' put dis Luaky Heart Powder [ trade name] in it , if yo ' have any , an ' den take 
it an ' sew i t  up . An ' den yo ' got ' em .  

(How d o  you fold that handkerchief , now? ) 
Fold i t  three t imes dis way an ' thr ee time back dat way . Double it de two 

cornah lak dat . 
(You have the handkerchief out flat like that . Then you fold it three t imes . 

Now,  her e ' s the handkerchief . Suppose you show me how it ' s  done . ) 
Yo ' fold it three times her e :  one, two , three, t ill yo ' g et it exac tly in de 

centah of de  han ' er ' cheff . All right . D en yo ' fold it  three times away from yo ' :  
one , two , thr ee .  

D en yo ' take dese two ends an ' fold ' em  as yo ' kin . An ' git i t  j es '  a s  t ight 
as yo ' kin possibly gi t  it . Yeah , an ' take a cord str ing an ' t ie it  around . Wrap 
it j es '  as t ight as yo ' kin git it . 

(What do you do with that then? ) 
Jes ' sew it  up in anything . If yo ' have little bag , den sew it up in a little 

bag , or in yore mattress or somp in .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1337 ) ,  2311 : 4 . ] 
3 53 9 . Now , if a man wanta tPiak a woman , he buys ' im  a bran ' -new pocket han ' 

kerchuf f ,  piece o f  cloth dat nevah been used . Den he goes an ' he has a date wit 
dis woman , but he don ' t do nuthin 1 isself . He dries dis woman thoroughly wit dis 
pocket han ' kerchuff an ' he ties two knots in each cornah . 

(One knot in each corner . )  
KNOT 2 IN EACH CORNER OF HANDKERCHIEF One kno t in each cornah , yessuh, an ' when 

he fold it , he fold it wit de two knots  
hang in '  down an ' two point s right disaway an ' he  irons it j es '  lak dat . An '  he 
kin wear it up ovah de do ' - [ I  mean] put it up ovah de do ' .  An' when she trans
fah ovah [under ] dat , i t  takes effect  on ' er .  She can ' t have no othah man . She 
won '  have no f eelin ' fo ' no othah man but yo ' in per son . [ Sumter , S . Car . , 
(1363 ) , 2405 : 9 . ] 

(df) . KNOTS FIVE: A CA USE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

3 54 0 . Ef yo ' a woman an ' j is '  lak yo ' 
comes an ' yo ' don ' t ,  but yo ' s ee he do ' s .  
string - an ' he done - an ' dip it in dere 

gon ' a  have a dealings wit a man . He 
All r ight , git  up an ' git  dat cord 

an ' tie all dem kno t s  in it  an ' wear 

KNOT S 5 IN STRING - IN HANDKERCHIEF - ABOUT LEG 

Put i t  [ s tring with 5 kno t s ]  in dat han ' ke ' chuf 
cain ' t git rid of  1 im .  

i t  roun ' yore ankle . 
(What knots?  How many? ) 
Yo ' have tuh tie five knots . 

an ' put it roun ' yore laig . Yo ' 

(What did you do with that handkerchief before? Before you put the knots in 
i t  [ the string ] ? )  

Oh , yo ' use dat han ' ke ' chuf . 
(You wipe him? ) 
Yes . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (94 2 ) , 1524 : 6 . ]  
3 541 . Whut a woman kin do tuh make de man behave himself an ' make him be 

happy at home wit ' er alone an ' nobody els e .  Jes ' lak she go o n  an ' have con
nection wit 1 im1  take a clean p iece of cloth , even now it might be a pocket han ' 
ke ' chuf , but j es '  since it ' s  new , ain ' t nevah been used , an ' j es '  use dat a t  dat 
paht ic ' lah time an ' tie it up right tight . Tie five kno t s  in it . But fir s '  
befo ' she tie it , wr ite his name on a piece of  papah f ive times an ' her s on der e  
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five times . 
(How do you write that on that paper ? )  
Write his ' n  lak dis an ' turn i t  aroun ' , yo ' see , j es '  lak dis [ demonstrates] . 
(You write his five times in parallel lines and then turn the paper around 

and write her s acro ss that five times in parallel l ines . )  
An ' den af tah she write it on der e ,  she take it an ' burn de fo ' cornahs - j es '  

burn de littl e  tips of  de fo ' cornahs of da t papah . An ' roll it - fold de papah 

TIE 

HIS AND HER NAME CROSSING 5 TIMES ON PAPER 
BURN 4 CORNERS - ROLL TO HER - TALKING TO IT 

SPRINKLE WITH JOHN DE CONKER POW.VER 
INTO NEW HANDKERCHIEF WITH 5 KNOTS MAKING BALL 

�' br ing it tuh ' er an ' be 
talkin ' tuh ' im , "Ah mean 
fo ' yo ' tuh came heah . Ah 
mean fo ' yo ' tuh behave yo ' 
self  an ' come home . Ah 'm  
tired of  yo ' runnin ' �· 

�t wimmins ,  an ' ah mean ah don ' t want chew go out no mo ' wit no o thah wimmins , 
cuz ah ' m  enuff womens fo ' yo ' . " An ' j es '  talk tuh ' em  an ' take da t an ' put it 
in dat han ' ke ' chuf an ' roll it up good - continue rollin ' it  up . D is  might be 
de han ' ke ' chuf but it ' s  gotta be biggah ' n  da t .  An ' roll it  up j es '  lak dis  here 
an ' keep on rollin ' an ' keep on rollin ' wit dat - wit dat name in der e ,  keep 
arollin ' it . An ' den take it an ' sprinkle it good wit John de Conkah Powdah -
dat ' s  conkahin ' ' im ,  John de Conkah Powdah . An ' den tie five kno ts in it all de 
way , five kno t s  clean on in dat han ' ke ' chuf [ demonstrates] - da t ' s  two , an ' [ put] 
three ' long heah , an ' tie it j es '  as tight [as  you can] . 

(Then you keep tying it into a ball ? )  
Tie i t  into a ball an ' put it - open a hole in d e  mattress , sew it up in 

de mattress an ' let it stay dere . He ' ll be tuh de place he won ' t look at no
body . 

(Now in fixing this handkerchief did she use it  on her self or? ) 
Dey both use it . [ Mobile,  Ala . , ( 6 9 2 ) , 924 : 4 . ]  

( dg) . KNOTS SEVEN : A CAUSE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

354 2 .  Ah tell yo ' now j es '  like dis , j es '  like yo ' got some ole clo thes . Now 
yo ' wear dose ole clothes , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' pull off de dir ty clo thes . Yo ' 

7 KNOTS - IN P IECE OF HIS OLD CLOTHES - PUT IN HIS P ILLOW 
AFTER SPRINKL ING IT WITH 

SALT - RED PEPPER - CARBOL IC AC ID - COCA COLA 

pull it off an ' she 
put it up ; see, yo ' 
won ' t  have nuthin to 
do wi t do se clo thes 
any mo ' .  Well , prob

' ly she might git a piece of de seat of yore slip , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' cut it out 
yo '  see . Well , perhaps she might git a piece from undah yore arms . See , yo ' 
know j es '  where yo ' sweat , yo ' see . An ' den ag ' in ,  she might git chure hat band 
or somepin like dat . Yo ' know dese little bows in yore hat ,  she might take dat 
out , see . Well , she ' ll take dat an ' she ' ll put some of dis - git a little car
bolic acid an ' po t salt an ' a little red peppah . An ' she will git she a bottle 
of Coca Cola . She will sprinkle dat ,  see . An ' befo ' she sprinkle it  why she 
will tie it up an ' she ' ll put seven kno ts in it . Dat odd s [ odd number ] yo ' know . 
Bow, see,  seven knots . Well , she tie dat up , yo ' undahs tan ' an ' put it into yore 
pillah , see , cuz yo ' know a woman makes de bed all de time . Yo ' don ' t  have no 
dealings wit beds - yo ' wouldn ' t  even think of  it , see . Well , yo ' have to stay 
home an ' den ag ' in yo ' wouldn ' t  even think of no o thah woman but ' er .  [ Charles
ton, S .  Car . , (511) , 57 5 :  1 . ]  
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(dh) . KNOTS NINE: A CAUSE OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

3543 . Dey says yo ' j es '  take a little rag , yo ' know, an ' make it lak a lit tle 
towel , lak da t , an ' put dat in chur e ma ttress an ' sleep on it , see . Now, yo ' kin , [also ] take dat an ' yo ' kin tote it aroun ' in yore 
CLOTH OR RAG AS MEASURE pocket ; or even if he sleep s ,  yo ' under s tan ' ,  yo ' kin 

take a p iece of  cloth an ' mea sure his pr ivate , yo ' 
know, an ' j es '  tie nine knots in dat an ' put it in yore pocketbook . He couldn ' t  
git away to save his life . Dat ' s  de way , when he ' s  workin ' ,  wha t he makes , he ' s  
gotta give it [ to you ] when he comes . [Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (530) , 640 : 7+85 . ]  

3544 . Yo ' put nine knot s in a bran ' -new p iece of  cloth - yo ' know, j es '  lak 
yo ' wanted to keep yor e husban ' from goin ' out wit a woman , yo ' know . Well , yo ' 

NEW PIECE OF CLOTH 
j es '  - yo ' know j es '  lak yo ' an ' ' im be ' s  connected togeth
ah , why den yo ' an ' ' er �se dis new piece of  cloth wit nine 
knots in i t  an ' keep it undah yore bed ma t tress . An ' he 

can ' t go out wit no othah woman but chew.  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (134 7 ) , 2330 : 2 . ] 
3545 . Now, if yo ' don ' t want ' im to go wit nobody but chew,  yo ' go to  de sto ' 

an ' buy yo ' a bran ' -new - uh yahd [ yard ] of  unbleached cot ton ,  yeah . 

NEW YELLOW OR UNBLEACHED COTTON 
(Unbleached ? )  
Cot ton , yeah . Dat ' s  yallah [ yellow] cotton ,  
unbleached - not bleached , unbleached . An ' 

yo ' ll spread [ it ]  r ight where he lays at . An ' when yo ' git ready to go wit ' im ,  
have connect ion wit ' im , now don ' t chew di scharge .  Ah ' m  not goin ' t o  discharge 
wit ' im ,  he goin ' to discharge by ' isself . Ah takes dat an ' ah ' ll tear a str ing 
off it , an ' ah ' ll put nine knots  in it an ' ah ' ll wear it aroun ' mah wais ' .  Now, 
when he git ready to go to see anothah woman , he can ' t see her . 

Ah ' ll stop ' im wit dat . [ New Orleans , La . , (826a) , 1 208 : 2 . ]  
354 6 .  I f  yo ' got a man an ' don ' t  want ' im tuh have nobodys else but chew, yo ' 

could tie him in nine knots in a towel or a new piece of yellah homespun . [ Yel

NEW YELLOW HOMESPUN 
low homespun is the same as yellow or unbleached cot ton in 
preceding rite.  [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  (11 9 3 ) , 2012 : 13 . ] 
3547 . Git a bran ' -new han ' ke ' chuf . She use da t - j es '  lak 

if yo ' [a woman ] wanta take his nature away , yo ' undahstan ' .  If yo ' [a man] don ' 
want ' er tuh go wit nobody else , yo ' use it , see . Take a bran ' -new han ' ke ' chuf 

NEW HANDKERCHIEF 
an ' she wipe wit it bu t no t chew, see . Per ten ' [ pretend ] lak 
yo ' d id but chew didn ' t ,  see . An ' yo ' go an ' put it ovah � 
do 1 dere [ door o f  int erview room referred to ] , see . Take da t 

piece out an ' put ovah de do ' .  If yo ' don ' t do dat , yo ' kin take da t - yo ' kin 
take it an ' put it in de mattress . An1 tie it in nine knots an ' put da t in yore 
mat tress . An ' evah time he go tuh b e  wit anybody he ' ll fall . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , 

(1351) ' 2343 : 3 .  ] 
STRING FOR TYING MUST BE NEW 3548 . She ' ll take a string , see , an ' i f  the man ' s  

asleep , you know, she ' ll take it out an ' she ' ll 
git the full mea sur e ,  see . 
in ther e ,  in this p iece of  
of her leg . 

(Which leg ? )  

An ' then she ' ll go t o  work an ' she ' ll t ie nine knots  
new twine . An ' she ' ll t ie it r ight around the calf 

Either one , an ' that ' s  got chah . You won ' t want no other woman until you git 
where she is . [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( 9 3 ) , 9 : 7 . ] 

354 9 . (Well , how does she tie up a man .  
S h e  takes a piece of what yo ' call a gra ss rope an ' whil st he ' s  asleep , she ' ll 

take de  measur e of ' is body . She ' ll take de full mea sure of  it . 
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(Of his body? ) 
GRASS ROPE - 9 KNOTS 

9 PUBIC HAIRS 
Yes , sir .  What I mean, I can ' t explain risht [ I  don ' t 
want to come right out and name it ] . 
(Oh, I see . Yes . ) [ Yes = cont inue . ]  

Well , she put nine knots  in da t an ' she takes nine hairs from r ight c lose to his 
body . Yo ' undahs tan ' what I mean? 

(Right near it? ) 
Yes . Well ,  she takes dis an ' she ties it in dere an ' she ties it aroun ' ' er 

wais ' . An ' she puts nine knots in dere an ' she wears it aroun ' ' er wais ' , an ' 
any woman he go to  fool wit , he canno t have her . 

( I  see . But she must have those nine knots . )  
An ' evah knot supposed to have d is ha ir in dere . Yo ' undahs tan ' what I mean? )  
(She wha t ? ) 
Evah kno t she made [ in the grass rope ] , she have a s tran ' of  dis ha ir in dat .  
(Oh ! Each one of  these knots she made ,  she ha s a ha ir in that kno t - one of 

these nine ha irs in that knot . I see . ) 
Yes , sir .  
(And she wears it around her waist like a string , and it mus t b e  a grass rope . ) 
Yeah, grass rope . 
(Grass-rope string . I see . ) [ New Orleans , La . ,  (838 ) , 1 2 62 : 1 . ] 
3550 . De stockin ' s  [are]  fo ' love affairs . Now , dey kin take mah stockin ' s 

or mah socks - man or woman, don ' t make no diff ' renc e who it is , an ' dey kin cut 
de toe of da t sock off an ' de heel part of dat sock off , see . 

SOCKS - STOCKINGS - 9 KNOTS - CENTER OF BED 
OR HERB STUFF - HOLLY THORNS - WATER L ILY BUD 

BLOOD DRAWN - INITIAL S  - ALL IN BOTTLE - BURY 9 DAYS 

An ' aftah dey cut it off , 
den dey t ie it wit nine 
knots . Now dat ' s  fo ' 
love , [ but ] da t ' s  no t tuh 
drew [ draw] dis love . 

It ' s  lak if yo ' loves a lady - ah should explain it tuh yo ' lak da t . Jes ' lak 
if ah loved a lady mahself an ' she qu it me fo ' some othah man, an ' ah don ' t-wint 
1 er tuh be  int imate wit dis man . Prob 1 bly she could be  wit ' im ,  but s t ill she 
couldn ' t have no intahco 1 se wit ' im .  Yo ' undahstan ' .  All right , aftah ah cut 
de toe o f  ' er sock off heah an ' de heel of  ' er sock off - yo ' know women don ' t 
bar ' ly wear s tockin ' s  now , some of  dem wears socks now . Aftah ah cut da t off , 
ah takes me an ' sets down, an ' ah cut s it intuh a kin ' a  string-lak . Af tah ah 
cut dat o f f , see - ah wan ' a  show yo ' whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout . Ah think ah got 
a han ' ke ' chuf in mah pocket heah . Let d is kin ' a  be de toe of ' er stockin ' . Ah 
cuts dat o f f , yo 1 undahstan 1 • Den ah takes an ' t ear da t ,  an 1 a f tah ah t ears dat ,  
ah sits down an ' t ies me nine knots . See ,  nine knots  in it in a dif f ' ren '  form . 
An '  aftah ah tie do se nine kno t s ,  ah pull dem darn tight . An ' aftah ah tie dose 
nine knots , ah takes me a needle . Aftah ah git it all tied up , ah t akes me a 
needle an ' ah pins dat - see , wit d e  needle an ' one of de pins . 

Now, [ if ]  ah kin g it a chance tuh git tuh her home , ah go tuh her home an ' ah 
put d is in d e  middle of  de  bed . Prob ' bly if  it ' s  too much [ several beds ] - if 
uo t ,  if it ' s  only one , ah put it in de  middle of it . [ The cent er of  a bed is the 
fif th po int of the quincunx . ]  NOW ANYBODY DAT SHE WANTS TUH INTAHCO ' SE WIT , SHE 
CAN ' T  HAVE NO FEEL IN ' FO ' DEM AT ALL . NOW, HE KIN DO IT , PROB ' BLY HE WILL , BUT 
SHE WON ' T  HAVE NONE - NO FEELIN ' F O '  HIM AT ALL . [ This same no fee ling will also 
be found in No . 35 69 . ] 

DEN OTHAH WAYS ABOUT IT . Ah kin take her sock or ' er stockin ' s  an ' ah kin cut 
dat off ag ' in ,  an ' no t even t ie d em  nine knots . Jes ' cut it off an ' take an 1 � 
tuh de woods . �. ah 1m go in 1 tuh de  woods an ' ah sit me whut chew call herb 
stuff, now. Ah ' m  goin ' tuh de woods an ' ah git me whut chew call a holly leaf . 
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Yo ' [ think ] it ' s  some Christmas holly wit berr ies on ' em , but dere ' s  othah holly 
leafs hasn ' t  got no berr ies on ' em  - got dose sharp thorns on de leaves of 1 em . 
Now , ah ' m  goin ' d ere an ' take dose thorns . Ah 1 m gon ' a  git me nine leaves an ' 
ah ' m  go n ' a  br eak o f f  all do se thorns on d e  leaves . Af tah ah done cut dat end o f  
da t sock o f f , put it intuh a mere bottle - a half a pint flask . Put dose nine 
thorns o f fa all , each one , o f  dose leaves intuh dat bottle . An ' af tah ah put it 
intuh dat bottle , den ah takes me a lit tle of whut dey call - it ' s  a water l ily , 
it grows in de water . [ This is probably the white-flowered spec ies (CPinum ameP
icanum) ,  popularly called swamp Zi Zy (see 3246)  of the southern United States . ]  
Gits a bud outa dat . An ' af tah ah gits dat bud outa dat , den I gits me j es '  a 
leetle bit of  sal t ,  an ' about , j es '  aroun ' about , a tablespoonful o f  ho t peppah -
whut dey call red peppah . An ' ah kin parch dat peppah [ pod ] now, or eithah ah 
kin let it be [buy it ] in de cans . An ' put it in dere wit dat an ' stop dat bot
tle up . An ' ah kin take dat bottle an '  ah kin go home an ' bury dat  bottle any 
place in mah house ah wants tub bury it . 

Take dese two f ingahs [demonstrates ] .  
(Of the r ight hand . )  
Of de r ight hand . 
(The index finger and then the f inger next to the l ittle f inger ? )  

Da t ' s  r ight . If she but been to mah house one time , ah kin take dese two 
f ingahs heah an ' git me a sharp match stem an ' pick dese f ingahs until dey bleed . 
Now her name is Miss H . M .  Smith or H . M.  Will iams . Wit de blood of  dat , dat come 
outa mah han ' s ,  ah wr ites ' er 1 P itial - see ,  "H . M . " See . An ' puts dat in dat 
wit dat bottle an ' bury dat bott�Now, ah ' m  drivin ' ' er tub me , see . Ah ' m  
br ingin ' ' er tub me . Ah ' m  no t dr ivin ' ' er from me . Ah ' m  br ingin ' ' er tub me . 
See . 

Now hit gotta set dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' af .tah dese nine mawnin ' s den ,  
in d e  tenth mawnin ' yo ' see her comin ' . Don ' t  ker e who she is , she ' ll come . 
[ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1143) , 1862 : 2 . ] 

3551 . Ah ' ve heard o f  fellahs takin ' part o f  dere wives ' undahweah ,  takin ' an ' 
tied it in nine knots . Well , he could take dat an ' keep it in ' is back pocket 

UNDERWEAR 
all de  tfme .  An ' anywhere he go , no mattah where ,  she go she be wit 
' im . She can ' t  have anything to  do wit ano thah man , seemed lak 
she ' d  j es '  be sickiy all de tfme - always sick , she can ' t  do any

thing . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (562) , 7 00 : 8+85 . ]  
3552 . Den if yo ' want to , yo ' kin stop ' em  from havin '  a intahco ' s e wit any

body but chew . Yo ' take dat raw co tton string , j es '  a cord str ing an ' use it 

KNOTS TIED COMING TO YOU 
when yo ' have intahco ' se .  Yo ' take dat an ' ketch 
da t  an ' t ie nine kno ts in it , an ' draw ' em to yo ' ,  
an ' tie it aroun ' yore wais t ,  an ' evah time he goes 

out , den he cain ' t  have nobody but chew . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (154 8 ) , 1584 : 8 . ] 
355 3 . An ' if yo ' don ' t want yo ' husban ' to  go wit anybody else , yo ' kin 

take j is '  a bran ' -new p iece of cord str ing an ' measure de s ize of 1 im down dere 

KNOTS TIED COMING TO YOU 
IT 'S WHAT YO ' CALL TYIN ' A MAN UP 

an ' tie it in nine knots , each knot comin ' 
to yo ' .  Tie it very tight . It ' s  what yo ' 
call tyin ' a man up . Tie it very tight an ' 
wear dose nine kno ts aroun ' yo ' an ' evah 

time he come in contac t wit ano thah woman he will be ready,  until he git to de 
actual place , an ' den he ' ll fall . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 157 6 : 2 . ] 

3554 . (How do they do that ? ) 
Well , dey take yore chambeP Zye an ' if dey ' re still in dat house , yo ' go to 

dere house . An ' if yo ' want to urinate , say , "Well , ah 'm  go in ' to go to de bath
room . " She give a j ar to yo ' an ' yo ' ll ur inate . She ' ll take dat an ' as long as 
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it contain no othah but yourn , she ' ll take it an ' stop it up in a bo ttle . She ' ll 
take dat an ' hid·e it somewheres . An ' af tah she hide it somewhere on yo ' [ not  on 

KNOTS TIED COMING TO YOU 
URINE IN BOTTLE 

the man ' s  person but about the house] , yo ' ll f ind dat 
yo ' ll nevah be able [ to have ano ther woman] - she only.  
She take - af tah she gits yore ahambeP lye , she takes 
a string an ' she ' ll mea sure yore private.  An '  af tah 

she git de leng th of yore private , den she take an ' she make nine kno ts in it , 
drawin ' to her evah t ime .  Each time she draw a knot , it ' s  drawin ' it to ' er .  
Den she ' ll take an ' she ' ll wear dis s tr ing aroun ' ' er waist nex ' to her skin, 
mo ' so . An ' den she ' ll take yore ahambeP lye an ' hide it . She hide dis from 
yo ' an ' evah t ime yo ' try to  take intahco ' se wit some othah woman , it drop . Yo ' 
nevah can do it . [New Orleans , La . ,  (820) , 1181 : 3 . ] 

3555 . An ' den ag ' in she kin git  a new han ' ke ' chuf an ' she kin wipe him up an ' 
wipe her down , tie it in nine kno ts , an ' den dat will make him s tay home . 

(What will that do to him? ) 
WIPE HIM UP - WIPE HER DOWN Dat ' ll make him so he can ' t have no othah woman , 

won ' t have no min ' fo ' runnin ' roun ' . 
[ The magic of up or dawn is quite common , but up and dawn mag ic app ears to be 
rar e ,  I recalling but two examples : To make a baby long lived the pePson who 
sewes as midwife should aaPPy upstaiPs and then dawnstaiPs a thimbleful of the 
�teP used in �shing the baby ; and also : By PUnning up and dawn the staiPs with 
a baby you will make it spry . FAC I 2nd ed . ,  3204 and 3 206 , p . l45 . ] [ Sumter , 
s . Car . , (1359 ) , 2393 : 3 . ] 

3556 . Fo ' ins tance , when she have 
d ischarge , ins tead o f  ' im wip in ' , she 

a intahco ' se wit ' im ,  whensomevah he would 
would take an ' wip e him wit de rag . Den 

tear in '  a strip off de rag an ' tyin ' nine 
knots in it an ' wear in ' it roun ' ' er 
wa ist , an ' when he ' d  go wit o thah women 

STRIP FROM BEDCLOTH - KNOTTED 9 TIME S  

dataway he ' ll b e  amb it ious fo ' ' em ,  but he won '  d o  anythin ' unt il he git dat way 
fo ' her . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1560) , 28 50 : 3 . ] 

3557 . Make nine knots . 
(What ? )  
Nine knots , as I undahs tan ' it , an ' t ie dat . Take de rag where dey had de 

intahco ' s e wit an' dey wet it [by wip ing with i t ] , see .  An' take a piec e off dat 
rag where dat f luid is an ' extrac t ,  it offen de fellah - from de germ cell . Take 
dat an 1 tie dat aroun1 dere waist , see . An ' dey ' ll usely [usually] will wear dat 
an ' fo ' some - fo ' some reason , why it creates a kin ' of a feelin ' in a man ' s 
system.  Me myself , I know o f  co ' se about dem thing s cuz I s topped - I was mes sed 
in dat pahtic ' lah position .  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 6 2 ) , 1042 : 9 . ] 

3558 . (What do they do to cause troub le in the home , that is , break up a man 
and woman - cause them to fight , that sort of thing ? ) 

BEDCLOTH INTO 9 STRIP S 
KNOT IN FACH 

TIED INTO 1 STRIP 

Well , ah an ' ' im would be togethah . Well , ins tead of 
wip in ' mahs elf � wipes ' im .  Well , ah ' d take dem p ieces , 
dat cloth ,  an ' cut it up in nine p ieces an ' tie it in 
nine knots , an ' put it  tuh mah side an ' wear it  evah 
day . Ah don ' t keer anywhere he b e ' s at , he can ' t b e  

vi t  nobody i n  d e  wor ld - he ' d  fall evah time . 
(How do you mean you would t ie nine knots ? 

of these pieces ? )  . 
You would tie one kno t in each one 

Ef ah would - j es '  lak ah an ' mah husban ' would be togethah , undahs tan ' .  Well 
ah would take de towel an ' wipe htm . Ah ain ' t gon ' a wipe mahself , only wipes 
1 1m . Well , when ah an ' ' im gits away awhile ah ' m  goin ' tuh take dis same towel 
[ cloth she calls it the first  time - clo th used as towel ] an ' ah 1 m gon ' tuh cut 
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dis string [ narrow pieces of  clo th ]  about de length of mah fingah , an ' ah ' m  go in ' 
tub tie it . Ah ' m  go in ' tub cut nine pieces in de str ing [ clo th ] j is '  lak mah 
fingah • .  [ She is going to make a string o f  9 finger-length pieces tied together . ]  

(Cut this towel? ) 
Yeah de towel , an ' ah ' m  go ' na tie it in nine knots , each piec e .  Ah ' m  go ' na 

tie a kno t in each piec e  an ' have nine kno ts  in it . Well , ah ' m  go in ' tub put de 
[ nine-knotted ]  string around mah waist j es '  de same as mah sanitary belt [ rare 
term in hoodoo a t  this date]  an ' ah ' m  goin ' tub wear it evah day aroun ' tub mah 
side , r ight side , an ' he can ' t have no woman in de world . He may t ry but he will 
fall evahy time - can ' t have nobody but mahsel f . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (591 ) , 
762 : 10+85 . ]  

3559 . Yes sir , dat ' s  tub keep a woman from - a woman keep a man from runnin ' 
out wit ano thah woman . 

(How would she do that ? )  
She ties nine knots in dat string an ' she measures it . Anyway dat she git dat 

string aroun ' ' is private , why den she ho ld s it lak dat . An ' she - she might be 
drunk or sompin . Dey might be drinkin ' ,  playin ' , an ' he won ' t  no t 

KNOTS 1 + 8 b e  thinkin ' .  An ' she git a chance to git one kno t in dere,  why she 
go t ' er han ' s on ' im , why den she goes o f f  an ' make de o ther eight . 

An ' she wraps it roun ' ' er waist . Why dat will stop a man from runnin ' out in de 
street s ,  too . Dere sev ' ral diff ' ren ' ways .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1183 ) , 199 6 : 9 . ] 

3560 . Den yo ' kin take a woman an ' let ' er have intahco ' se wit yo ' ,  an ' take 
a piece of whit e  cord , any bran ' -new white cord dat j es '  come o f f  de wrappin ' 

[ ball ] ain ' t nevah been tied roun ' nuthin . An ' soak dat in ' er 
KNOTS 8 + 1 ahambeP lye an ' j es '  d ischarge af tah yo ' git o f f ,  yo ' know, uri-

nate.  Soak dat an ' put eight knots roun ' it an ' tie de ninth 
kno t right ovah her navel . Put de ninth kno t r ight ovah her navel , an ' yo 1 
cain ' t go o f f  an ' do nuthin else wit nobody , but j es '  go right back to her , 
whethah she ' s  a man ' s  wife or a man ' s woman . An ' yo ' kin do de same thing on 
' er ,  see . 

(The discharge and your urine on it? ) 
Yessuh . 
[ Both interviewer and interviewee are a lit tle fuzzy here about a very fuzzy 

subj ec t ! ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (1566) , 287 0 : 4 . ] 
35 6 1 .  She measure mah privat e - she measure eight inches an ' she taken a 

white cord-string an 1 put eight kno t s  in it , an ' ah couldn ' t  mess wit no o thah 
woman . 

(What would she do with that string then? ) 
She kept it . 
[ Eight knots permits  the 9 th knot by tying it  about body or any obj ect . ]  

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1392) , 2501 : 2 . ]  
35 6 2 .  Yo ' take a string an ' measure dis person , an ' tie a kno t at de end o f  

dat string . Yo ' see , tie a kno t at de end o f  dat string . Yo ' see , t i e  a kno t 
at d e  end o f  dat string , at de firs ' measurin ' 
place an 1 den yo 1 tie it , an ' from dere on yo 1 
tie eight more which makes nine , an ' den yo ' 
kin eithah pin it aroun ' yore ankle wit a sil
vah d ime . S t ick a hole in a silvah d ime an ' 

1 KNOT AT END - ADD 8 KNOTS 
THROUGH HOLE IN DIME ABOUT ANKLE 
CRAMPS CURE HIDING LOVE DEVICE 

wear it aroun ' d e  ankle ,  d ey won ' t love no one but yo ' .  Well , NOW SOME PEOPLE 
SAY DEY USE IT FER CRAMPS [ see No s . l51 6-1517 ] ,  BUT DAT ' S ALWAYS AS AN ALIBI . 
DAT ' S  [ LOVE IS ] WHUT DE USE IT FO ' .  

(They say they use it  for cramp s ,  but they really want to keep a man . ) 
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 650) , 865 : 5 . ] 
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3563 . Heard of ' em tyin ' knots  in a cord - j es '  in a p iece of s tring . Dey 
say if a man wanta make his wife stay home 1 he git a piece of cord de length of 
de bed an ' let it stay dere one night an ' she sleep on it . Den take it off an ' 

6 + 3 KNOTS 
IN STRING AS LONG AS BED 

6 THINKING ABOUT HER 
3 IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

SLEPT ON 1 NIGHT - URINE 
HIDDEN IN BED CASTER 

put s ix knots in it 1 thinkin ' about ' er 1  an ' den three 
mo ' kno ts  In de Name of de Fatheza� Son an '  Holy Ghost . 
An ' den take dat string an ' wet it in chambah [ lye ] .  
(Wet it with him? ) 
Yes sir 1 an ' den take de rollah [ roller ] out de bed 
[ one of the 4 casters on bot tom of the 4 l egs of the 

bed ] on dat side an ' put it up in dere an ' push de 
rollah back in 1 an ' dey say de man ' s wife will always 

stay home . De  rollah 1 take it out an ' put dat piece of thread up in dere an ' den 
put de rollah back in . [ Florence . S .  Car • •  (1 293) 1 2114 : 9 . ] 

3564 . Yo ' goin ' wit dis woman an ' she want yo ' all to her self 1 wit all yore 
affection to her 1 why she j is '  git a l ittle string o f  some kine - some kinda fine 

KNOT AT EACH END 
FILL IN 7 KNOTS 
LENGTHEN STRING 
WEAR ABOUT WAIST 

cord or even a p iece o f  thread . When yo ' an ' ' er go to bed 1 
measure - put one knot in de end 1 an ' she measure yo ' 1  yor e 
ins trument . see 1 tie dat knot . Well 1 aftah she measure yo ' 1 
den she t ie a knot dere . Den [after ]  yo ' - all ' s  up [ yo '  all 
is up ] 1 an ' yo ' is gone 1 or somep in 1 she put j i s '  as many 
kno t s  in der e :  if she wan ' chew to s tay wit ' er a lifet ime 1 

j is '  put nine knots 1 see 1 in dat space o f  yor e ins trument . yo ' undahstan ' .  
(Nine knots  [ including those] between those two end knot s ? )  
Yeah 1 nine kno ts  in dere 1 an ' take dat r ight in der e 1  an ' i f  it ' s  no t long 

enough . put anothah piece on it an ' pin it aroun ' ' er waist . As long as it stay 
der e 1  why yo ' ll fall fo ' her all de time . Regardles s of who yo ' have any affec
tion about 1 why yore mind will be on ' er .  [Vicksburg . Miss  • •  (776) 1 1 069 : 2 . ] 

3565 . [My opening comment s here as in so many places are pr imarily either to 
put informant at ease or to suggest  that he or she speak louder . ]  

MEASURE - DOUBLE STRING - INTO EACH END 
A BLACK PEPPER - 7 KNOTS BETWEEN 2 

(That ' s  a boat whistling - the boat 
coming in from New Orleans 1 I suppose .) 
Yes . I guess so . 

I said dat she would 
(What ? )  

(What did you say 1 now? ) 
take a cord string an ' tie nine knots in it . 

A cord str ing . 
(Oh 1 a cord str ing . All right 1 what would she do ? )  
An ' tie nine knots  in it an ' take two gra ins of black peppah [ see Zateza] an ' 

tie it in each one [ end ] 1 yo ' know 1 an ' she would wear it . Of co ' se 1  anything 
dat ' s ' bein ' used lak dat 1 ain ' t supposed to wear it aroun ' de  wa ist . She ' d  have 
to keep it nex ' to her . 

( I  see . Well she would have to put - you mean black pepper ? )  
Black peppah - no [ not ground black pepper ] 1 you know black grain peppah . 
(What kind ? Black grain pepper ? )  
Black grain peppah . Yo ' j is '  tie dat black grain peppah . 
(You j ust tie this one thing in each . ) 
Yo ' t ie it in each tying in the string 1 yo ' know . 
(You mean those little round pepper things - lit tle round 1 they are about the 

size of a bullet sho t ? ) 
[ I  wanted to be cer tain that informant meant whole black pepper . This exces

sive repetit ion may also mean that I was having trouble with the recording . Gun 
shell sho t would have been a bet ter term . ] 

Yeah1  but yo ' have to double de cord string . 



' 
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(You do what? ) 
You have to double it . 
(You have to double it? ) 

Double the cord string . 
(How do you double it? ) 
Why yo ' know how yo ' take a string an ' double it?  
(Yes . )  

Yo ' ties de kno ts in it . 
(Oh , you tie the kno ts in the double string - nine kno ts . But you tie these 

pieces [whole black peppers ] in the end? ) 
In each end . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 6 1 ) , 104 2 : 4 . ] 
3566 . She kin measure him an ' take de nature from ' im fo ' othah people so he 

have nature fo ' her . 
Well , she take de measure of  him , a s  long a s  he is , but let de s tring be  dou

ble . Double de string an ' take de measure o f  ' im .  An ' while she ' s foo lin ' wit 
' im .  Den take dat s tring an ' wear it roun ' 
' er laig .  Well , he won ' t  fool wi t no one . 

DOUBLE STRING - MEASURE - ABOUT LEG [Memphis , Tenn . , (948) ., 153 0 : 1 . ] 
35 6 7 . Den she kin take a bran ' -new cord 
string an ' put it up in ' er ,  an ' af tah 

takin ' dat string an ' put tin ' it up in her - take a cord string an ' put it up in 

STRING DOUBLED 3 TIMES 
KNOT EACH DAY UNTIL 9 

yo ' .  Double it three times fo ' tub wear it aroun ' yore 
wais t ,  an ' have him . An' don ' t chew come , let ' im come . 
Take dat s tr ing out of  yo ' an ' put it  roun ' yore waist , 
an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s tie nine kno ts in it evah mawnin ' 

put a kno t in it . An ' he won ' t  have nobody . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (948 ) , 153 0 : 2 . ] 

MEASURE WITH BLACK THREAD 
DOUBLE 9 T IMES TO YOU 

3 5 6 8 . Git chew some black thread , an ' j es '  lak he 
be ' s  drunk or eithah sleepin ' , yo ' measure ' im .  An '  
den when yo ' measure ' im yo ' double dat thread nine 
times to yo ' an ' tie nine kno ts in it an ' tie it in 

de middle o f  de [bed ]  spring , an ' yo ' go t ' im .  
[Middle of de spPing , like center o f  bed ,  roo� , house , etc . , is quincunx 

magic . ]  
(What will that do to him? ) 
Make him s tay der e  an ' bring ' i s money home . 
(Will it  take his nature away? )  
No sir , no t fo ' yo ' but o thah folks - he won ' t  care fo ' no o thah one but chew .  
(For no o ther women . )  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1201) , 2017 : 12 . ] 
3569 . Fix it in a way dat she wouldn ' t  forgit ' im , yo ' know , when he come 

back. Now he ' s  git - he ' d  take an ' he ' d  git ' im a piece of cord string . He ' d  
ketch ' er while she ' s a sleep , an ' he ' d  measure her . See , he ' d  measur e  her . Now ,  

KNOT S T IED 1 INCH APART - DIVINAT ION 
BECOME LOO SE WHEN WOMAN UNFAITHFUL 

when he ' d  measure her , he ' d  take an ' he 
puts  a kno t evah inch of dat  str ing . He 
put s nine kno ts but he ' d  put ' em an inch 
apar t ,  s ee . Now, he puts dem nine kno ts 

a inch apar t an ' he folds dat s tring up an ' he tries to make it in nine wraps .  
As he wraps it aroun ' , yo ' know , he make nine wraps outa it . He ' d  go an ' he ' d  
git ' im a bran ' -new silk pocket han ' ke ' chuf . He ' d  tie dis in dat pocket han ' ke
chuf an ' he ' d  put it in 1 is back pocket an 1 keep it dere in 1 is back po cket . An ' 
whenevah she go to do anything , her f eelin ' will fall an ' he ' ll know it , cuz one 
of dem kno ts go in ' to come loo se . See , one o f  de kno ts will come unloo sed . Evah 
time she go es to start he ' ll know it , cuz one of de kno t s . I don ' t care if he 
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go es to New York , when she go in '  to do anything , one of dem knots vill come un
loo s ed , BUT SHE AIN ' T GOIN ' TO HAVE NO FEELIN ' FO ' DE FELLAH SHE ' S  WIT , yo '  s e e . 
SHE MIGHT DO IT , BUT IT BE AGAINST ' ER WILL ; an ' HE ' LL [ HUSBAND WIU.] KNOW IT , 
CUZ ONE OF DEM KNOT S WILL COME LOOSE . 

[The pr ec eding SHE AIN ' T  GO IN ' TO HAVE NO FEELIN ' FO ' DE FELLAH SHE ' S  WIT is 
also believed in Waycro s s , Ga . ,  see No . 3550 . ] 

(How would he measur e her ? Her e she is . How would he measur e her ? )  
[ HePe she is · indicates tha t I pushed my NumbePs Boo k (see illustra t ion a t  end 

o f  vo lume 2 )  over to informant . ]  
Well , he ' d  take it s traight up an ' down , yo ' s ee .  
( S traight up and down - f rom the top t o  the bo t tom . I s ee . ) [New Orleans , 

La . , (832) , 125 1 : 2 . ] 
3570 . Well , dey ha s nine kno t to tie , dey tie ' em  in a leng th of dat length 

[demonstrat es ] .  
(About a foot . )  
[Thes e  kno t s  on 
Yo ' tie e ight . 

name d em ,  yo ' want 

the string are t ied a foot apar t . ]  
Evah kno t chew tie , yo '  names who evah yo ' want dere love . Yo ' 
dere love an ' br ing ' em  back to yo ' .  De last  [ ninth] kno t 

chew tie , yo ' tie dat kno t , yo 1 tie dat str� 
KNOT S TIED 1 FOOT APART 

roun 1 yo ' an ' yo ' wear it ; but chew ' noint it wit 
dat ho ly oil (see p . 588 ) an ' den yo ' wear it roun ' 
yor e  waist . An ' do s e  p eople will love yo ' an ' 
always be  der e .  Ah know dat po s ' tively fo ' mahs elf. 
(You take any kind of string to do tha t ? ) 

NAME EACH KNOT 
ANO INT STRING WITH HOLY OIL 

yo ' buy a package . 
(101 6 ) , 1 64 6 : 3 . ] 

3 5 7 1 . Yo ' could 

Yes - no ,  ah take a cord string , yo ' know , j es '  lak 
Yo ' take a cord str ing an ' do dat . [ St .  Pet er sburg , Fla . , 

measur e him to keep from bein ' wit ano thah woman , but heah' s 
whut chew go t ta do . Yo ' could take a simple thing a s  a piece o f  cord - whut 

KNOTS CLOSE TOGETHER 
chew tie a package wit - an ' measur e it down [ no t  up ] 
his thing an ' kno t i t  nine t imes in each little spac e . 
[ Keep the kno t s  clo s e  together . ]  Kno t dat cord nine 

t imes an ' keep it t ied roun ' yore  waist .  An ' he couldn ' t  raise a hear t fo ' no 
o thah woman . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259) , 2137 : 5 . ] 

3572 . Well , yo ' could take so cks an ' ah could let ' im - j es '  lak he mes s  wit 
me , ah could let ' im  wipe on dat so ck an ' ah no t  wipe on it . An ' ah could tie 

_;it  t o  _de .spring o f  de bed - no t on de sock,  a rag . Da t do j es '  as • 
BARD- -KN'of- good as  de  sock . An ' ah could t ie it in nine hard knot s  an ' let it 

stay to de  spring o f  de bed , an ' he nevah mess wit ano thah woman long 
a s  dat so ck [ rag ] t i ed der e .  [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1132) , 1837 : 3 . ] 

3 5 7 3 . Yo ' wear it . Yo ' tie nine kno t s  in dat string fo ' nine mawnin ' s , yo ' 
see . Yo ' sleep wit ' im nine mawnin ' s an ' git up on dem nine mawnin ' s an ' t i e  a 
kno t in da t str ing fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' wear it aroun ' ' er waist . 

1 KNOT DAILY FOR 9 DAYS 

anything with the string 
Yes , wear i t  around -

it aroun '  ' er waist .  

(You tie one kno t each morning? ) 
Yeah , each morning . 
(What do you do with the string? Do you have to do 

f ir s t ? )  
no , I nevah heard dat , nevah heard it . She j es ' wear 

( I  s ee . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . , (717) , 988 : 3 . ] 
3574 . Dat ' s  tub make a man love yo ' .  Well , if yo ' go in '  wit a man an ' evah 

time yo ' all go tub bed togethah , evah time yo ' all go out togethah , well yo ' � 
a kno t in dis . Git chew a piece o f  yellah homespun an 1 yo 1 tie a kno t in dis 
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homespun until yo ' git nine knots . An ' af tah yo ' git dose nine kno ts in it , yo ' 

1 KNOT ON EACH OF 9 OCCASIONS 
put it in a j ar an ' shet it up tight , an ' den 
yo ' take it an ' bury it . An ' af tah yo ' bury it , 
dis man will - he j es '  can ' t keep away from yore 

house .  [ F lorence , S .  Car . , (1322) , 2 2 6 7 : 8 . ] 
3 5 7 5 . Yo ' suppo s ed tuh wear a cord str ing roun ' yore wais ' • • • •  Fus t  [ f ir s t ]  

yo ' buy d e  cord str ing from d e  grocery man [ so that i t  will b e  new] . When yo ' 

STRING UP IN YOU 
1 LOO SE KNOT - 9 OCCASIONS 

have anything [ to do with a man ] , look lak , yo ' PUT 
DE CORD STRING UP IN YO ' ,  see . When yo ' have somp in 
tuh do wit ' im ,  don ' t chew do nuthin . Let ' im do 
whut he go ' na  do . Den yo ' take de cord str ing out . 

De f ir s t  time , night , y o '  put a kno t in it de next mawnin ' , yo ' put ano thah kno t 
in it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Keep de str ing roun ' yore wais ' .  ' Low [allow] leng th 
enough yo ' know till yo ' kin put nine kno t s  in dere , an ' let it be  loos e  ' nough 
till yo ' put nine knots  in it , s ee .  Den yo ' put de nine kno ts in dere an ' yo ' 
kin hold ' im .  

(But you always wear this str ing ins ide your s elf ? ) 
No , no . S ee ,  de first time yo ' put de  string [ in ]  an ' den yo ' have a intah

co ' se on de string , see . An ' den yo ' tie de s tr ing aroun ' yore wais ' an ' den 
evah mawnin ' yo ' ties a knot in it  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  See , dat ties ' im up .  

(THAT WOMAN WHO WAS IN HERE TALKING TO ME ,  HAS TO SPIT . SHE I S  CHEWING [TO-
BACCO , NOT A "ROOT" ] AND HAS GONE OUT TO SPIT , AND I S  COMING BACK IN AGAIN .  NO 
WONDER SHE COULDN ' T  TALK! ) [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (94 7 ) , 1527 : 9 . ] 

3 5 7 6 . She ' ll take a co tton str ing , an ' she said she use dat cotton string 
evah time she have dealin ' s  wit ' er husban ' ; an ' j is '  how many times , she ' d  tie 

WEAR 1 DAY FOR EACH KNOT 

run aroun ' , he ' d  stay home . 

a kno t in it . An '  den she wear it roun ' ' er wai s t  fo ' 
so  many days , an ' den she take it an ' put it undah de 
·Leak of a house an ' bury it der e .  An ' den he wouldn ' t  

(Do you know how many days she wore that ? )  
She said she wore i t  three days . 
(That kep t him from running around with other women? ) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (91 7 ) , 148 6 : 3 . ] 
35 7 7 .  If yo ' ve got a man fren '  an ' he don ' t come tuh see yo ' a s  reg ' lah as 

yoo want ' im tuh come , yo ' git chew a nail an ' a s tr ing an ' tie nine kno ts  in it 

KNOT MADE EACH TIME STRING WRAPPED ABOUT NAIL 
[demonstrates ] .  Yo ' wrap dat 
string an ' yo ' tie a kno t ,  wrap 
it roun ' an ' tie a kno t till yo ' 

git nine . Take dat an ' st ick it down dere to 
chew want . Dat will make him come . 

de do ' step an ' yo ' make a wish whut 

(You j us t  wrap the string around your f inger [ serving as a nai l ]  and tie it 
around , tie it around [ 9  times ] . )  

Yes . [ F lorenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1292) , 2191 . ] 
3578 . Say in case now , if yo ' gotta wife - yo ' wanta learn dis ? 
(Yes , go ahead . )  
Case if yo ' gotta woman or wife or somepin lak dat , an ' dis othah man i s  goin ' 

wit ' er ,  an ' yo ' wanta break de man who goin ' wit ' er .  Yo ' wanta know dat ? All 

NAME CALLED EACH TIME KNOT MADE 
r ight . Yo ' go to de sto ' an ' git  chew a piece 
of new white c loth , an ' yo ' git dat white cloth 
an ' tear s a strip off it l ike dat , see [ demon

s trates ] .  Well now, lak if yo ' goin ' wit dis woman an ' don ' t want nobody else 
tuh go wit ' er but chew . Yo ' see , if yo ' take dat p iece of c lo th WHEN SHE HAS 
CONNECTION , DON ' CHEW HAVE NO CONNECTION AT ALL . Jes ' tear a s tr ip offa dat an ' 
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den t ie nine kno t s  in dat - see , nine kno ts  in dat s tr ip .  Well . al1 right . when 
yo ' t ie dem nine kno t s  in dere den yo ' puts it inside dat piece of clo th j es '  lak 
dat yo ' see [demons trates ] . 

(You put this s tr ip that you tor e o f f , tha t you put the nine knots in. you 
put it in this o ther piece of clo th tha t you d idn ' t tear . )  

See , d is s tr ip dat chew to ' [ tor e ]  o f f , now .  
(This is the clo th that she ' s  wiped with? ) 
Yeah , yo ' tear dat off  an ' yo ' put nine kno ts  in dat , yo ' s ee . An '  j es ' 1ak 

if my name Dawson [his name was Dawson] , yo ' say , "Dawson . "  All r ight . An 1 yo 1 
draw dat kno t to yo ' , see . Well , lak ' er name So-an ' -so , yo ' say , " So-an ' -so . "  
an ' " So-an ' -so , "  an ' - s ee , yo ' call yore name evah o thah [ each ] time till yo ' 
git nine [ kno ts  and names ] .  Den, when yo ' git nine , den yo ' take dat an ' roll 
dat to yo ' lak d is , yo ' see [demons trates ] , an ' den yo ' git chew - go to de-itore 
an ' git chew a bran ' -new spoo l o f  thr ead No . 8  an ' a needle - b ig needle - an ' put 
dat in dere an ' sew dat up an ' wear it roun ' yore waist . No man can ' t go wit ' er 
to save der e  life - TO YORE LIFE AN' MINE ' S  EITHAH . 

(The man does . this to the woman . )  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 65 6 ) , 93 7 : 4 . ] 
3 5 7 9 .  Ah ' ve heard of  ' em tyin ' kno t s  in s trings , women.  Dat ' s  whut ah heard 

dey do . Dey ' ll t ie d em s trings in nine kno ts  an ' EVAH TIME DEY T I E  ONE DEM KNOTS 
DEY CALL DE PERSON ' S  NAME ,  who dey in love wit , an ' if dey want ' em to love dem ,  
dey ' ll t ie de s tr ing i n  dem nine kno t s . An ' den dey ' ll put it roun ' der e  wais t 
an ' dey ' ll �ear dat a cer tain many days , an ' in d em  cer tain many days dat per son 
who dey want will cling to dem .  Don ' t kere who it is , if it ' s  a man ' s  wife , 
she ' ll cling to dat man . Or i f  it ' s  a woman ' s  husban ' , he ' ll cling to dat woman . 

NAME CALLED EACH TIME KNOT MADE 
AND DIPPED INTO HEARTS COLOGNE 

[ Waycros s , Ga . , (1135 ) , 18 45 : 5 . ] 
3580 . Yo ' take a co t ton string - all dat 's 
tyin ' 'em .  Yo ' take dat co t ton s tr ing an ' yo ' 
gi t yo ' a bo t tle o f  HeaPt Cologne an ' yo ' drop 

it in dat bo t tle as yo ' tyin ' dem kno t s , see . An ' yo ' drop it in dat bo t tle an ' 
name dem ,  t ie a kno t , den drop it in - t ie it nine t imes . 

(Each t ime you t ie a kno t you let  the s tr ing fall down into that bo t t le? ) 
Down in de bo t tle t ill de  las ' one git on it [ s tring ] . Take de s tring den 

an ' yo ' t ie it roun ' yor e wais t ,  an ' yo ' wear it roun ' yore wais t .  An ' yo ' g!t 
chew a piece of  hair from de top [of the head ] an ' a piec e from down dere an ' 
make a l i ' l '  ball - j es '  a l i ' l '  ball about as b ig as a match , de f iah part o f  
d e  match , an ' put a little piece of  clo th to it , an ' t ie it in one dem kno t s  an ' 
let it hang r ight down , right down on dere . 

(On the pr ivates ? ) 
Yeah . 
An ' dey ' d  wear it . An ' see , dat ' s  tyin ' 'em .  [ Sumter , S .  CAr . , (1368 ) , 

2424 : 4 . ] 
3581 • 

.Jes ' lak 
T ie kno t s , as many as yo ' want , an ' t ie a person ' s name [ in the knot ] . 

yo ' want dat per son tuh do somepin ,  yo ' t ie ' em  an ' yo ' call dere name , 

I1AME CALLED EACH TIME KNOT MADE - TALK TO THEM 
say , "Well , So-an ' - s o , an ' So
an ' -so , ah ' m  tyin '  dese knots 
heah fo ' yo ' . " An ' yo ' tie dos e  

kno t s  hard , den yo ' wear ' em ,  an ' yo ' kin wear ' em round yor e wais t o r  undah yor e 
f eet . An ' dat controls ' em ,  dey have tuh be submis s ive to yo ' .  

(How many kno t s  d id you say to t ie ? )  
Nine . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , (1148 ) , 1 8 7 3 : 5 . ] 
358 2 .  When yor e husban ' lie down t o  take his r es t ,  when he g it tuh sleep 

sood , git chew a cord s tr ing . Git chew a cord str ing an ' take i t  an ' measur e it 
an '  t ie nine kno ts  in it . 
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NAME CALLED EACH TIME KNOT MADE - TALK TO THEM 
MEASURE PERSON FROM HEAD TO FOOT - 9 KNOTS 

(Measur e him. Wher e does she 
measure him? ) 
S tar t tuh measur e him from de 
head down to de toe , an ' put 
nine knots in dere an ' wear it nine knots in dere , an ' take it an ' t ie it  - tie 

aroun ' yore wa ist . 
(What will tha t do? ) 
Evah time yo ' tie it yo ' call ' is name an ' tell ' im tuh come back to yo ' . 
(Wha t are you doing that for , tying those kno ts  for ? ) 
Well ,  dat ' s  tuh bring him back home . 
(Make him stay home? ) 
He ' ll stay home when he come back.  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1362) , 2402 : 5 . ] 
3583 . (Jus t a minute !  Tell me the whole thing . )  
Well , dey say yo ' kin have a cord str ing in de meantime , an ' yo ' kin have it 

fixed so when yo ' go to use it in yor e rag , an ' hit ' ll git not much on it yo ' 
see . An ' den yo ' t ie nine knots in it  an ' let ' er wear dat aroun ' ' er wa ist . 

STRING IN BEDCLOTH - 9 KNOTS 

An ' [ d ey ] say , den she can ' t do anything . 
(He can ' t . ) 
He can ' t do anything but wit ' er .  [Vicksburg , 
Miss . ,  ( 7 16 ) , 987 : 1 . ] 
3584 . [ Rites of wher e to measur e a man have al

ready been given , but for the sake of complet ion here are a few more examples of 

LENGTH - MEASURING - 9 KNOTS 
-�ength, width and �ength and width.  Length of  
per son ' s  body rarely occur s in this type of 
measuring . ]  

Measure him , measure a per son , an ' t ie nine knots . Aftah yo ' git de length , den 
yo ' t ie yo ' nine knots , an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' wear it roun ' de top of yo ' .  

[ Informant either demons trated or I turned off machine , missed the words about 
leg . ] 

(Oh , round the top of  your leg l ike a garter ? ) 
Yes . Take it off  at night an ' git up in de mawnin ' an ' put it on . He cain ' t 

do nuthin. Any time he star t [ I  interrupt ] . 
(Why do you take it off  at night ? )  
Well , he den kin find it . See , yo ' pull stockin ' off  wit ' em ,  becuz ' dey 

l iable tuh go tuh feelin ' roun ' . 
(You hide it  at night? )  
Sho ' • [Little Rock , Ark . , (8 9 7 ) , 146 9 : 14 . ] 
3585 . Yo ' kin take - when yo ' have intahco ' se wit chur e wife , or wit anybody 

yo ' l ike , j es '  take da t string , don ' t chew know, an ' as long as - skuse [ excuse ]  
me dat expression [which is the following ] as �ong as it is . Yo ' j es '  t ie nine 
knots on dere an ' j es '  wear it roun ' yo ' .  Even if yo ' [a man] are wit yore wife , 
or de othah woman, or eithah de man [ can measure a woman] .  Take a cord str ing 
an ' j es '  t ie nine knots  an ' de way she is yo ' j es '  tie nine knots an ' yo ' know , 
rub some o f  dat stuff on i t  an ' j es '  wear i t  roun ' yor e waist . An ' dat ' ll make 
' em  j es '  git  crazy ovah yuh . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1118) , 1 7 9 6 : 5 . ] 

3586 . Yo ' know dese little wrappin ' strings yo ' wrap wit . An ' when he ' s  daid 
aslee£ at night , measur e him wit dis . 

(With tha t str ing ? ) 
Yeah , measure him wit dis yo ' see , from de bottom-lak [ to ]  de tip-end - yo ' 

know whut ah ' m  talkin ' about . An ' tie nine hard knots  in dat string yo ' see , an ' 
den tie it undah her [ bed ] spring s ,  o r  eithah roun ' de bed somewhere ; an ' if he 
goes off tuh fool wit anothah woman , he cain ' t do it tuh save his life . Hit ' ll 
go an ' fall . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (916) , 1485 : 3 . ] 
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3587 . Take a string an ' measur e de leng th of ' im  an ' tie it in nine kno t s  an ' 
hang it up an ' he b ecome to  de p lace wher e he nevah would car e fo ' her [ the other 
woman ] . 

(Wher e would she hang that s tring? ) 
Anywher e  about in de house wher e dat he can ' t reach it , o r  where i t  won ' t be 

r eached - so anyone won ' t evah bothah it . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 268) , 2147 : 10 . ] 
3588 . Bran ' -new cord s tr ing j es '  off  d e  groc ery or wher esomevah yo ' git it , 

but it must  b e  bran ' -new .  Well , all right , yo ' measure his private . Yo ' measure 
dat wit dat cord string . An ' yo ' take dat cord string wher e yo ' measured it , how 
b i g  - how long d a t  so-an ' - so is , an ' yo ' make dem nine knot s  how long dat is , 
right on dat ,  an ' yo ' puts dat roun ' yo re waist . Yo ' wear dat roun ' yore waist . 
Dat keep s ' im tuh come tuh yo ' an ' don ' want no worry wit nobody but chew .  [New 
Orleans , La . ,  (1568 ) , 28 7 9 : 1 0 . ] 

3589 . Fo ' instanc e ,  de man would b e  as leep at night an ' de woman would take 
a s tring an ' measur e him , d e  length of it . She would t i e  nine knot s  in dat 
string . She would wear dat aroun ' ' er wais t , an ' de woman dat he would have am
b it ion fo ' , an ' he go on away to her , an ' he have it till he git to her , den it 
would fall . An ' he won ' t b e  able to do anything to her , yo ' see. He have amb i
t ion b efo ' he git  to her . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1 5 6 0 ) , 2854 : 1 . ] 

3590 . Yo ' kin take a str ing , a cord 
WIDTH - MEASURED - 3 PIECES OF STRING string an ' measur e  roun ' - take it j es '  

as  roun ' as , lak yor e ,  measure dat j es '  
to make i t  d e  same size as  it . Keep dat de same siz e ,  an ' yo ' take it  an ' tie  
it aroun ' yor e laig . Jes ' keep dat aroun ' an ' tie it aroun ' yor e laig . 

(You tie this one string around it and you put two o ther pieces o f  string onto 
it , and tie it around? ) 

[Three pieces of string us ed . ] 
Tie it aroun ' yor e laig , or eithah roun ' yor e waist . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 2 ) , 

2 7 14 : 3 . ] 
359 1 .  A woman kin take a man an ' take his concern when he sleep , take a cord 

string an ' measur e his conc ern wit dat cord s tring , yo ' s ee ,  j es ' in de middle 
[ cent er ] yo ' see .  An ' she ' ll have a c er tain mark 

WIDTH MEASURED - 9 KNOT S der e ,  yo ' know , how long [ thick] it is . An ' she kin 
put nine knots in dat str ing r ight in dat c er tain 

plac e an ' wear it roun ' ' er waist . An ' ah b et chew ten dollahs tuh fifty , yo ' 
couldn ' t  fool wit a woman . Evah t ime yo ' go tuh fool wit a woman , it  will fall 
right lak a rag right heah . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 24 9 ) , 2121 : 3 . ] 

359 2 .  An ' if she got yo ' so dat yo ' couldn ' t  fool wit no o thah womens -
prob ' ly she done given yo ' some appearanae [menstrual b lood ] , dat anywhere she 

b e  at , yo ' want s to be dere wit ' er .  Well , quite 
LENGTH AND WIDTH - 9 KNOT S natchly [ naturally ] , yo ' ll say to yor es elf lak dis , 

"Huh , well , ah could fool wit mah wif e  so , an ' when 
ah git aroun ' o thah women , den ah can ' t do nuthin . "  Which yo ' r eally is , but de 
�nut e  yo ' a im to do things , yor e  aourage will leave yo ' .  

Well ,  der e  wuz a woman , she got a cord yo ' know , j i s '  lak any little fine p iece 
of line . 

(A cord , yes - a str ing , yes . ) 
Well , she done - while yo ' sleepin ' ,  she done cut de length of yo ' .  She done 

cut de length from yo ' an ' how big aroun ' . She done cut dat . She ' ll put knot s  
1D d e  twine . She ' ll put nine knots in de cord . She take dat cord an ' she put 
�t right ovah her self lak dat , add it  to anothah p iece of cord , an' she ' ll put 
Dine knots in ' er cord what she got ,  an ' she ' ll wear it aroun ' ' er waist , but de 
kaots in yor e length dat goes ovah ' er ,  she got it right in front ovah ' er pri=-



245 0 - Memo ir s o f  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundation -

vat e .  An ' j is '  as long as she go t dat roun ' ' er 1  yo ' couldn ' t  foo l  wi t no othah 
womens .  [ New Or leans . La • • ( 8 2 9 ) 1 1231 : 2 . ] 

C IRCUMFERENCE MEASURED - 9 KNOTS 3593 . Take a s tr ing an ' measur e  his thing 1 
an ' tie a kno t in it at evah time yo ' measure 

it . Yo ' measure de  leng th an ' de width o f  i t  - ah mean around it . Take it an ' 
put some o f  ' is aome wit i t  an ' wear it an ' he cain ' t git up no hear t fo ' her . 

(How many kno t s  do you put in the s tring? ) 
Nine . [Memphis 1  Tenn • • ( 9 5 3 ) 1 153 9 : 4 . ] 
3594 . Yo ' want [ to ]  make her s tay wit chew 1 yo ' j is '  - yo ' take her when 

she ' sleep 1 an ' yo ' come dere an ' mea sur e roun ' ' er wit a string ; an ' yo ' make 
nine kno t s  in de measur e dat way an ' yo ' tie it 1 

MAN MEASURES WOMAN - 9 KNOTS hang it roun 1 yo 1 see . 
[Measure Poun ' ' eP = c ircumferenc e .  a c ircle 1 a 

confining symbo l ;  measuring and circle b eing confining devices . ]  
(Round your leg? The man ties it around his leg ? That ho ld s her ? )  
Yessuh . [Memphis 1  Tenn • •  (1533 ) 1 2 7 50 : 9 . ] 
3 5 9 5 . An ' der e ' s ano thah way to tie yo ' up. Take - a woman kin foo l wit yo ' 

an ' git de measur e of yore stiak . an ' put nine kno t s  in it 1 an ' wear it aroun ' 
' er laig1 an ' yo ' can ' t have no 

WOMAN MEASURES MAN - 9 KNOTS - WEAR ABOUT LEG connec tion . Yo ' may try to have 
connection wit d e  party 1 but evah 

time dey star t 1 yo ' ll have de  amb ition bu t • • •  [New Or leans . La . 1  (866) 1 13 99 : 8 . ] 
35 9 6 .  I f  yo ' go t a boy fren ' an ' don ' want ' im tuh intahco ' se wit ano thah 

gir l 1 yo ' take a co t ton string an ' tie it in nine kno ts 1 in de cotton s tring . an ' 
when yo ' have intahco ' se 1  take dat co t ton string an ' wipe him o f f  an ' tie  it 
roun ' yore laig der e 1  an ' he cain ' t have no intahco ' se wit nobody els e .  

(How many kno t s ? ) 
Nine kno t s . [ Wilson . N .  Car • • (1511) 1 2678 : 16 . ] 
35 9 7 . A wumman could take a s tr ing an ' tie  nine knot s  in i t  an ' when he go es 

wi t ' er she could measur e his privates wit it . 
(Af ter she has tied nine kno ts . ) 

9 KNOTS BEFORE MEASURING - WEAR 3 DAYS - BURN Yessir 1 she could measur e . his 
privates wit de s tr ing af tah she 

tied de nine kno t s  in it 1 an ' take dis s tr ing an ' wear it roun ' ' er waist thr ee 
days . An ' af tah she wear it roun ' ' er waist thr ee days 1 take it an ' burn it up 1 
an ' he couldn ' t  have no intahco ' se wit nobody but ' er .  

(Well 1 couldn ' t  he ever git r id o f  tha t ? ) 
No 1 unless somebody wuz j es '  smar t enough [ a  two-headeP] 1  yo ' know 1 tuh t ell 

him how tuh git r elief . [ Brunswick .  Ga . 1 ( 11 7 5 ) 1  1988 : 3 . ] 
3598 . Jes ' he b e - yo ' tyin ' ' em  togethah now 1 see . All right 1 j is '  lak ah 

go t a boy fr iend an ' ah say ah ' m  worried about ' im 1  he ' bout to git away from me 
wit some othah woman . All right 1 me an ' 

MEASUREMENT LASTS HOW LONG - 9 KNOT S ' im go tuh b ed an ' we have connec tion wit 
each o thah . All r ight 1 he steals de clo th 

whut he use 1 or ah steal it from ' im 1  yo ' undahstand . He go in ' an ' tie it up in 
nine kno t s  an '  we goin ' b e  togethah till dem kno t s  git ro tten.  [ Savannah . Ga • • 

( 1 2 5 2 )  1 2126 : 1 . ] 
MEASURE - MAKING FORM OF CROSS 3599 . Lak if der e ' s  a boy an ' he goin ' wit a 

girl der e  an ' he want s  tuh - well 1 ah take it 1 
say if der e ' s  a boy go in ' wit two girls . Ah mean two boys goin ' wit one girl an ' 
one boy he wan ted tuh overdo dis othah one wit d is gir l . He take one of dese 
twine str ing s an ' tie  nine kno t s  in dis s tr ing . an ' af tah ' im an ' ' er have an 
intahco ' se 1  measur e each way two ways - cro ss an ' s traight up an ' down on ' er .  
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An' d en take an ' tie dat string aroun ' ' i s wais t .  An ' aftah he do dat she ' ll 
come tub b e  undah ' is contro l an ' d e  o thah boy he b e  so he can ' t have anything 
at all to do wit ' er .  

(You say he takes the string and measures her private . You say he aeasures 
i t  three ways . Well , how do you mean? Take the wid th of i t ? ) 

Yes suh , an ' cro ss d ere . Den he takes an ' measure on dis way [demonstrates] .  
(Diagonal - the corner . Measures i t  three ways . )  [Fayetteville , N. Car . ,  

(14 20) , 2659 : 11 . ] 
3 6 00 . At night measure him an ' tie  nine kno t s  an ' make a cro ss an ' bury it . 
(How do you make that cro s s ? ) 
Make a cro ss wherevah i t ' s  buried - aftah . 
(She buries the str ing wi th nine kno ts on it , and then makes a cro s s  on top 

o f  the ground ? ) 
Yes suh . 
(What is that suppo sed to do ? )  
Dat ' s  breakin ' ' em up . 
(Breaking up the o ther woman? ) 
Yes . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 2 5 ) , 1503 : 8 . ] 
3601 .  (You would take the rag and do what wi th i t ? ) 
Take a new piece an ' [ after a man ' s s tuff is on i t ] tie  nine kno t s  in i t  an ' 

put i t  in a - let i t  s tay in a bo ttle where i t ' s  greasy an ' let it stay wet all 
de time . Keep it in a cornah , some 

CORNER OF HOUSE - BOTTLE WITH BEDCLOTH IN closed cornah in yore house . [ This 
corners , confines a man . ] Say yo ' ll 

git all yor e  husban ' s  or man ' s money like dat . 
(Keep this rag in that bo t tle? ) 
Yes , keep it , never let it get dry - put i t  right dere ovah dat grease an ' let 

it stay wet all de time . [ This o f  course is a hand automatically fed grease . 
For feeding , see p . 57 8 . ] 

(And you ' ll get all his money , you say . ) 
Yo ' g its ' is money . 
(But this p iece of  cloth,  you mus t  wip e  him wi th that or yourself ? ) 
Yo ' ketch dat from ' im .  [Vicksburg , Mi ss . ,  ( 7 5 5 ) , 1 03 2 : 4 . ] 
3602 . Now an '  d en wi t ' er .  
(What will that do ? )  
She b e  layin ' down wi t ' im an ' she have her a piece of yellah co t ton.  
(Yellow co t ton? ) 
Yes . An ' when she go wit ' im ,  she wipe ' im ,  she wipe ' im  wi t i t . She takes 

di s yellah co t ton , make nine kno ts in i t , an ' put it in de cornah of ' er mat 
tress - sew i t  up i n  de mattress . 

CORNER OF MATTRES S  - BEDCLOTH WITH 9 KNOT S IN He can ' t git  a heart fo ' nobody . 
[ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 9 8 ) , 1116 : 1. ]  
3603 . Insid e a man hat , d e  women 

MAN ' S HAT BOW AND BEDCLOTH take dat bow an ' whensomevah de 
man - d ey take dat bow out of de 

.an ' s  hat .  Whensomevah dey go wit a man, dey takes a spec ial p iece [of clo th ]  to 
vipe wit , an ' aftah takin ' de p iece to wipe wit ,  dey take dat bow an ' dey tie it  
up in dat piece wi t nine kno t s  an ' wear it aroun ' dere wais t .  Well , hit ' ll make 
him fe llah lak one of do s e  animal do when dey hook ' im in d e  no se [a  bull]  wi t 
dat hook,  yo ' s ee .  Dat ' s  fo ' sur e .  Huh vo ice am sound sweetah dan any o thah 
1IUIII&n ,  huh coo kin ' s tas te bettah an ' evahthin ' .  He j i s  1 git devo ted to her so , 
until dat if  he happen to do anythin ' af tah she do in ' dat , DE LAW SHOULD TAKE 
SIDES WIT 1 1M  BECUZ HE 1 S NOT OF HI SSELF . 
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(I see . Will she take a piece and wipe it after she ' s had int ercour se wi th 
him? ) 

Absolutely . 
(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . ,  (87 9 ) , 1446 : 2 . ] 
3604 . Dey say yo ' kin take a new piece of  ma t er ial an ' - if  yo ' have intah

co ' se wi t a man lak dat , an ' tie nine kno t s  in it , wear it  roun ' yore waist nine 

NEW MATERIAL - 9 KNOTS - WEAR 9 DAYS - BURY 
days an ' bur ies it - dey say , why 
den dat man can ' t have no othah 
woman but yo ' .  [ For new ma terial , 

see also No s . 3543-3548 . ]  [ Vicksburg , Mi s s . , ( 7 5 5 ) , 1032 : 3 . ] 
3605 . Take some of de ha ir from undah his 

PUBIC HAIR - HIS AND HERS c lothes an ' some of de ha ir from off de 
woman an ' tie it up in a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
wit nine kno t s , an ' tote it in yore pocket . 

TIED INTO HANDKERCHIEF WITH 9 KNOTS 

(This woman would take some 
Yes sir . 

of  his ha ir down below? ) 

(Just the ha ir , and 
She would tie it  up 
(Wha t would she put 
She put her ha ir . 

wha t would she do with that ? )  
in a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  
with that ha ir , anything ? )  

(Where would she get her ha ir ? ) 
Outa down below . 
(She put s  it in the handkerchief , any kind of  handkerchief ? )  
Yes sir , j es '  a white han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  An ' tie it in nine kno t s . She does wit 

da t hair an ' she j est tote it , put it in her pocket an ' tote it . 
(Wha t will tha t do then? ) 
Well , tha t will stop him . 
(Stop him from running around with other women? ) 

Yes s ir , hold ' im right der e . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1022) , 1654 : 3 . ] 
3606 . Dem dere tyin ' dem kno ts , yo ' see , is a ques tion lak yo ' has to use 

othah stuff wi t it , yo ' see . It ' s  prob ' bly lak i f  yo ' git a woman ' s siak Pag or 

SICK RAG - 9 KNOTS IN 
somep in lak da t an ' tie nine kno t s  in it , yo 1 see , an ' 
den place it into her bed . Well she ' ll come to be sickly 
all de time .  D em  nine kno t s  yo ' know dey use fo ' a whole 

lo tta things . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1028 ) , 1673 : 10 . ] 

STRING - 9 KNOTS 
3607 . Well , sometimes dey will tie nine kno t s  in a str ing an ' 
dey will wear aroun ' dere la ig undernea t '  de - if dey want to . 
An '  dat keep s a man tied up . Jes ' put nine kno t s  in i t  an ' 

wear it  around dere la ig . 
(Wha t do they do with that string f irst before they tie those nine kno t s  in 

i t ? ) 
No , dey don ' t wear i t  atall . Jes ' tie nine kno t s  in it an ' wear dat aroun ' 

dere la ig . An ' dey wear da t .  [ Fayet t eville , N .  
·
car . , (1396 ) , 2413 : 7 . ] 

3608 . Ah ' ve heard of  womens tyin ' knots in little strings  lak dat an ' wear in ' 
fo ' menfo Zkses dat have quit ' em , j es '  as yo ' spoke ' bout while ago , an ' go away . 
Why yo ' kin tie nine kno t s  in a str ing an ' wear it roun ' yore wa ist . Dey cla im 
da t will bring ' em  back . 

(Do they do anything to the string f irst ? )  
Da t ' s  all ah ' ve heard . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1107 ) , 1781 : 13 . ] 
3609 . Ah heard dat chew could take somp in j es '  lak some of  yore f ingahna ils , 

toenails , thing s from out undah yore toenails , an ' trim ' em  an ' put ' em  in whis
key an ' let ' im  dr ink off dat whi skey . An ' say dat he ' ll come back . An ' dey 
say if yo ' wanta keep one , t i e  nine kno t s  in a str ing an ' have lak somp in to do 
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STRING - HIS STUFF - 9 KNOTS 

wit 1 im 1 an ' let some of dat stuff git on it an ' 
wear dis string aroun ' yo ' • An '  dey say dat will 
keep him tied to yo ' where he won ' t leave . [Way
cro ss ,  Ga • • ( 1114 ) 1 178 7 : 5 . ] 

yo ' mean yo ' don ' t want ' im  to 
(Yes . ) 

3 610 . If a man is  runnin ' aroun ' vit a vcman -
fool wit dat othah woman? 

Well , dey say , yo ' know yo ' go t a husban ' . Well , when yor e  husban' go vit 
yo ' an ' yo ' an ' ' im  connec ts togethah . Well , dey say , yo ' takes a piece of cord 
string . Well yo ' catches dat ,  an ' dey say yo ' t ies dat in nin� kno ts . see. an ' 
yo ' t ies it aroun ' yore wais ' an ' yo ' wear s it aroun ' dere all de t ime . Well . 
he can ' t fool wit no o thah women but yo ' becuz yo ' got ' im  all tied up . 

( I  see . ) 
(What can he do ? )  
He else will have to git it from yo ' [ the woman] . He has to go to somebody 

[ hoodo o ]  an ' dey ' ll tell ' im  dat ' is wife go t ' im  tied up . Now , he may kin catch 
yo ' in de bed asleep a t  night an ' cut dat s tr ing from aroun ' yore wais ' ,  yo ' see . 
An '  den yo ' ll no t ice da t de nex ' t ime he go wit yo ' ,  yo ' see , da t ' s  de way dat 
is . 

(He has to get that 
Yes . [ New Orleans , 
3 611 . Ah heard dat 

dat chew take an ' take 

cord from you? ) 
La • • ( 783) 1 1085 : 11 . ] 
if  yo ' d idn ' t want chure woman to leave fo ' nobody else , 
a string outa her petticoat or ' er bloomahs or somep in 

WET STRING FROM HER UNDERCLOTHE S 
WITH MONTHLY STUFF - TIE 9 KNOTS 

lak da t an ' git it wet wit some of ' er monthLy 
stutf, an ' take an ' t ie it in nine kno ts an ' 
wear it roun ' yore waist , dat no othah man 
can ' t mess wit ' er .  Evah time he go dere 

he ' ll fall r ight down dere evah time . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car • • (1398) 1 2519 : 1 . ] 
3 612 . Fo ' a man to lo se his nature an ' - lak if he has a woman an ' she loves 

' im , or he has a wif e an ' she loves ' im  bes t . To remove him from ' er 1  or to take 

STRING - 9 KNOTS - BURY OR TIE UNDER BED 
his nature away , she ' ll take a s tr ing , 
a cord string an ' she ' ll mea sure his 
pr ivate an ' den she put s  nine kno ts 

in it . See . An ' af tah put tin '  de nine kno ts in it , den she ' ll take it an ' she ' ll 
bury it or t ie it undah de bed an ' sleep on it . Dat is to take away his nature 
or to keep ' im  from go in ' wit anybody else . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 53 9 ) 1 6 60': 11+85 . ]  

3 613 . T ie kno ts on a string an ' t ie it on to de lowah part of  de body , an ' 
tie a piece of  clo th to da t 1 an ' evah t ime - why dey have anything to do wit de 
fren ' , why dey take whut dey go t f ixed lak dat an ' let him , yo ' know , wipe wit 
it f irs t . An ' he wouldn ' t  have mood , no wants fo ' no othah woman but ' er .  

STRING - 9 KNOTS - IN BAG - TIED TO BEDCLOTH 
AFTER 9 TIMES - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 

(Well , would she t ie those nine 
kno ts f irst  into the string? ) 
[ She had said nine kno ts before 

machine began to r ecord . ]  
She t ie do se nine kno t s  f irst , an ' den yo ' sew it onto a little bag , an ' keep 
it right aroun'  yor e wais t .  An ' evah time dat she be wit 1 im ,  she would let 
1 im  use it  but no t she use it . An ' do dat fo ' ' bout nine t imes . Well , aftah 
nine times , why yo ' take an ' bury it undah yor e  do ' step 1 an ' he wouldn ' t  have 
no use fo ' no othah woman.  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1380) 1 24 51 : 2 . ] 

SUNRISE - BURIED TO - 9 KNOT S IN CLOTH 
3 614 . Yo ' kin t ie nine kno ts into a 
clo th if it ' s  a cloth dat yo ' use wit 
anybody , or dey usin ' a dirty garment . 

Yo ' t ie de nine kno ts into de cloth an ' bury it to de sunr ise . It ' ll p ine de 
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per son away . 
(You mean any garment that the person has used ? ) 
Yes , an ' d ey won ' feel, sick , dey won ' feel bad or nuthin - j es '  dry up on 

earth . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384) , 246 2 : 4 . ] 

THREAD - BLACK 
P IEC E OF HER CLOTH 

3615 . It ' s  a c ertain thing about a woman , d ey take an ' wrap 
it wit black thread . 
(What would he take from her ? Some of  the cloth? ) 
An ' he would wrap it wit b lack thread j e s '  a s  t ight a s  he 

could , an ' tie nine knots  aroun ' it an ' put dat in ' is pocket . Dat woman would 
fellah ' fm  any place he went . 

(This woman would follow hfm . He gets her cloth and he wrap s black cloth 
around that . )  

No , black thr ead - nine knots . 
(And he put s it in his pocket . )  
Or aroun ' ' is waist .  [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (990) , 1 5 97 : 8 . ] 
3 6 16 .  Well , yo ' kin take a woman ' s  sanitary cloth [ a  term rarely used at this 

date by informant s ] , aftah she ' d  put it dere somewhere .  Yo ' kin take it an ' tie 

1 KNOT EACH TIME STRING WRAPPED 
9 TIMES ABOUT SANITARY CLOTH 
PUT TURPENTINE ON AND BURN 

it in nine kno t s  - not take nine knots  in de  
cloth an ' tie it , but yo ' know yo ' kin take a 
p iece of cord str ing an ' tie nine knots  hard 
dis  way , yo ' undahstan ' .  Tie nine knots  in . 
An ' yo ' take it aftah yo ' tie dose nine kno t s  

in it , an ' put turpent ine o n  it an ' burn i t  up .  
(You mean you tie this string around the cloth? ) 
Roun ' de cloth wit nine kno t s  in it . 
(And then you put nine kno ts  in the string after you t ie it ? )  
Shu ' [ sure ]  - no ,  tie kno t s  wit de string . See , wrap it roun ' an ' tie dat one 

der e ;  den wrap it roun ' ag ' in ,  see . 
(This string , you wrap it around once , around the sanitary cloth, and tie it 

�; wrap it around aga in and tie a knot ; wrap it around again and tie a knot . 
Get nine knots? ) 

Git nine knot s .  She won ' be no mo ' [ good ] to ' er s elf or no one else . [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , (1364) , 2406 : 8 . ] 

3617 . Ah have lived wi t a woman in dis  c ity , an ' ah found some ha ir , colored 
man ' s  hair or woman ' s hair , an ' .;;o.;;;n;.;;e�p.;;e;.::n;.::n:.�.Y....;:S.;;e;.;;w.;;e;.;;;d....;:u.:P....;:i;;:n;...;:a....;:s;,;;;a;.;;;c.;;;k�a�n;...'....;:a....;:s�t=-r.;;i;.::n�g�wr=a�p·p.;;e:.=.d 

aroun ' it , an ' de string had nine 
knots  in it an ' a rabbit ' s  foot . 
But ah knows one thing dat ah 
couldn ' t  have nuthin else to do 

THREE ARTICLES : PENNY - RABBIT FOOT - HAIR 
SEWED INTO BAG - T IED WITH STRING OF 9 KNOTS 

wit no othah woman but ' er .  
a h  foun ' i t  in ' er purse. 

( She d id this to you? ) 

But how dat wuz , whut she d id , ah don ' t know . But 

She d id dat to me . [ St .  Pet er sburg , Fla . , (10 3 9 ) , 168 5 : 5 . ]  
3 618 . As ah ' fore sa id awhile ago ' bout a woman us in ' ' er cloths , especially 

if ah don ' t use mine , or if ah use mine heah , she would use hers heah . 

2 CLOTHS - 1 IN MATTRESS - 1 ABOUT HER 
All r ight now , ah kin be  done wit de  
woman an ' stretching out . Now ah ' m  
tellin ' yo ' dis  heah whut ah exper ienced 

mahself . Dis heah no t whut ah heard , ah experienced it mahself .  Cros stown heah 
last year [ 1 9 38 ]  ah wus hurt lak dat wit a woman , see . But ah d idn ' t have no 
itchin ' fo ' no woman . Well , ah went to de  druggist an ' bought whut chew call 
aoUPage pi Z Zs an ' othah kin ' a  pill s . Dey d idn ' t  do any good . 

All right , ah kin ' a heard a .  - ah heard o f  dis heah tal kin ' of  takin ' yol'e 
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natuPe [Pom yuh an ' ah caught on to she mus ta had me tied yp .  An '  a h  went to 
her one night , ah said , "Looki t heah , "  ah say , "ain ' t chew go t sompin near yo ' 
of  me ? Or go t me fixed some way ? "  

She say , "No . "  
Well , den ah thought about dis heah method o f  takin ' de natUPe from yo ' in de 

bed , yo ' know . Yo ' wanta know about dat ? Well , she went to de j ob - went to her 
job dat mawnin ' , an ' while she wus gone ah tore up de mattress an ' foun ' dis 
�· An ' when ah found it , hit wu s nine kno t s  tie in a piece of c loth , de same 
clo th dat she us ed on me but no t on ' er self , see . Now she had it tied in nine 
diff ' ren ' knots , j e s '  nine knots all cros sed up in all kinda diff ' ren ' ways , an ' 
she wore dat . Whut chew call wear , she wore dat roun ' ' er wais t .  See . She had 
one cloth an ' had it tied in nine knots  an ' she wore dat . An ' she had ano thah 
dat she put ovah - lak she put tin ' a bandage ovah it , an ' she wore dat right on 
' er s tomach roun ' dere . Ah could roam aroun ' town , anywhere in de world , see any 
people , j es '  havin ' fun . Now , ah couldn ' t git up no natuPe fo ' ' em .  Ah could go 
to any woman . "Lookit heah , "  ah say , "how about gittin '  some so-an ' -so ? "  All 
right . An ' go right dere , an ' j es '  a s  de minute ah s tart , it be lak dis heah 
[ evidently d emons trated with a dropping finger or hand ] . 

Unt il when ah found dat mes s ,  an ' when ah found it ah didn ' t even bo thah atall . 
Ab made her took it out . An ' af tah she untied it an ' took it , den ah had [my 
natuPe again] . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1143 ) , 18 66 : 2 . ] 

3 619 . A s tr ing , an ' measure it , de length of ' is [ pr ivates ] an ' tie nine 
kno t s  in dis s tr ing . Now , if it ' s  no t long enough to go roun ' ' er waist she 

might p iece it out . Now she tie dem nine knots an ' she 
TURPENTINE - 9 KNOTS [wet ] dem nine knots  in turpentine an ' wear dem nine knots  

right below ' er s tomach in front [mons veneri s ] , an ' in 
time won ' t have no natUPe fo ' nobody but ' er .  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 157 3 : 10 . ] 

3 620 . Take yo ' a cord an ' measure his thing . Aftah yo ' measure it while he 
sleep , yo ' tie nine knots in it an ' ' noint it [ kno t s ]  good wit some turpent ine 
an' wear it roun ' yore waist or eithah roun ' de calf of yore laig . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat ' ll keep ' im from gittin '  up a nature from anybody else . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

(952) 1 1538 ! 2 o ] 
3 621 . Den yo ' kin take a piece of cord s tring an ' put nine knots  in it . Git 

chew some turpentine an ' put it up an ' down in dere an ' put dat roun ' yore wai s t . 
Yo ' can ' t git up a aouPage tuh have an intahco ' se wit no woman . 

(Well , don ' t you do something with that string firs t ? ) 
Jes ' only put - no , dat ' s  ano thah diff ' ren ' one altogethah . But see , dat 

nine knots , an ' worked in dat turpent ine , put it roun ' yore waist . Yo ' ll have a 
hard time , yo ' know, to git aoUPage fo ' ' er .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1211) , 2048 : 3 . ] 

3622 . She kin take a cord str ing , see , an ' evah time - tie nine knots in it 
an '  evah time she have some dealin ' wit ' er husban ' put a little dat on dat cord 
string , see . An ' it ' s a little turp ent ine ah think goes wit it , see . An ' den he 
won ' t  have any nature fo ' any othah woman . 

(Where does she keep that string? ) 
Around her waist . 
( She ties those knots  in it ? )  
Yessuh , ties dose kno ts in i t  - see , unt il she gits nine . 
( She doesn ' t measure him with that str ing or anything of that sort ? )  
[My lead ing que s t ion her e makes informant ' s answer measuPe fpom a distanae 

useles s . ] 
She gen ' ly [ generally ] measure from a distance first an ' den ties de kno t in 

dere . [Lit tle Rock,  Ark . , ( 902) , 14 7 4 : 11 . ] 
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3623 . When yo ' have a intahco ' se wit ' im ,  yo ' take yo ' a co ' d  str ing an ' -
don ' t yo ' come . She don ' t come wit ' im .  She j es '  wet dat co ' d  str ing in dat 
aome an ' ' i s ahambah lye an ' tie nine kno t s  in it an ' wear it aroun ' ' er waist . 

URINE AND CO� - TO DRESS MEASURING STRING - 9 KNOTS 
An ' take de mea sur e  of ' i s 
[ p enis ] an ' tie nine kno t s  
i n  dis co ' d string an ' wear 

it roun ' ' er waist . Da t will stop a man 
no hear t fo ' no othah woman . When he go 
Tenn . , (1523) , 271 6 : 4 . ] 

from runnin ' aroun ' an ' he cain ' t git up 
it will fall . Dat ties up ' im .  [Memphis ,  

3 6 24 .  Yo ' have tuh take hi s nature fo ' 
want othah wimmins .  Yo ' have tuh take his 

it , yo ' under stan ' ,  dat he wouldn ' t  
nature fo ' it . Well , now to take hi s 

nature yo ' would have tuh - wher e 
his priva tes lay on ' i s c lothes . 
Undahs tan ' ,  his drawahs .  Well , 

SCRAPE UNDERWEAR LINT FROM HIS PRIVATE PLACE 
SEW UP IN WHITE PIECE AND FEED 
EVERY 9 DAYS WITH HER URINE yo ' scrape dat l int from do se 

drawahs - scrape de l int from 
do s e  drawahs , see . An ' den yo ' take dat lint an ' sew it up intuh a nic e white 
piece , see . An ' den yo ' got ' i s nature , see . An ' den yo ' j is ' take dat evah 
nine days an ' dip it in urinat e .  Jis ' dip it in yore ur inat e ,  yore own ur inate . 
An ' as  yo ' takin ' dat yo ' take de mea sur e of ' im . See , yo ' take de mea sur e of  
' is privates where dey lay at , an ' dat ' s whut yo ' scrape out - dat  lint r ight in 
de seat of dat . 

(What do you do with that string? ) 
Well , now , yo ' know whut chew do wit da t string , if yo '  take a 

measur e wit dat string [ instead o f  mea sur ing the drawer s plac e ]  -
mea sur e  wit chure fingahs . But yo ' put nine kno t s  in dat string .  
knots  in it an ' yo ' sew it up intuh dis white piec e  wit de lint . 
der e .  An ' den yo ' dip it intuh dis watah , intuh yore urinate an ' 

no t ion tuh 
co ' se yo ' kin 

Yo ' put nine 
De lint is in 
yo ' got ' im : 

(Wher e do you keep that then? ) 
Wear it right round yore wais '  an ' let it hang right down stra ight ' tween 

yor e laigs . Dat ' s  whare yo ' keep it at . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 3 6 ) , 1514 : 12 . ] 
3625 .  An ' den anothah thing , if yo ' away ah kin br ing yo ' to me . Yo ' kin 

br ing a man tuh yo ' in nine day s time , or eithah a woman . Yo ' take yo ' a cord 

EVERY MORNING FOR 9 DAYS WOMAN URINATES ON SAME 
STRING AND TIES KNOT - EACH KNOT 1 INCH APART 
CALLS MAN ' S  NAME - 3 HOLY NAMES - INCANTATION 

str ing . Dat ' s s imple but it ' s 
a fac t , ah done tried dat . 
Yo ' take a cord s tr ing an ' tie 
nine kno t s  in it a inch apart . 
An ' evah mawnin ' yo ' urinate 

on dat str ing an ' tie yo ' a kno t [ inch apar t ]  an ' yo ' repeat dat ver s e ,  have 
God ' s Name in it , say , "Ah do dis In de Name of de Father� de Son an ' de Holy 
Ghost , fo ' yo ' to come an ' nevah return [ away again] . " An ' tie dat knot when 
yo ' say da t , call ·1 im by his name , an ' t ie da t knot , an ' de ninth knot , why 
he ' ll be  dere in three days time aftahward .  

(What do you do with that after tho s e  kno t s  are t ied in? What do you do with 
that string then? ) 

Wear it . Keep it wit yo ' till he comes . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1141) , 1857 : 8 . ] 
3 62 6 .  Say fo ' instanc e ,  if  a woman is  havin ' intahco ' ses wit a man an ' she 

don ' t want anybody else tuh bo thah wit de man . Well , now , one of de towel s da t 

WOMAN WASHE S IN HIS URINE 
BEDCLOTH USED BY BOTH 

TEARS OFF STRIP FOR MEASURING 

she might use , she takes ' i s ur ine an ' she take 
dis towel an ' she wash it in dis urine - de same 
towel dat de two of dem use . An ' den she t ear 
a s tr ing offa de towel an ' den she make nine 
kno ts in dat string , an ' if it ' s  not large enough 
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tuh go roun ' ' er body she ' ll make a ' ddition [ an addition] tuh it j is '  since she 
make nine knots . An ' dat ' s supposed tuh keep ' im tuh de p lace where he cain ' t 
have any nature fo ' anybody but ' er .  

Dat ' s whut yo ' call a cross [ or cross ing up a man] . Dere people dat could 
take dat away , but ah have tuh give yo ' mah best knowl edge of it . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (915) , 1482 : 1 . ] 

3627 . Yo ' could win a man . 
knots in a cord str ing an ' put 

Yo ' could take , yo ' know , a str ing an '  put nine 
it in turpentine , yo ' know , an ' wear i t  aroun ' 

WISH ONCE - 9 KNOTS IN STRING - FEED TURPENTINE 
yore waist , an ' it would keep 
' im from havin ' dealin ' s wit 
any othah woman but chureself . 

(Well what do you do with that str ing f ir s t  before you put the nine knots on it? ) 
Well , yo ' take an ' put nine kno ts in it , see , an ' make a wish an ' put it in 

dat turpentine an ' tie it aroun ' yor e wai s t , an ' evah time he git  ready tuh have 
a intahco ' se wit any o thah woman , see , he couldn ' t .  [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 2 7 ) , 
1509 : 5 . ] 

3628 . 
they [ he ]  

Dey [ a  woman] could take a p iece o f  their [ a  man ' s ]  underwear that 
wear right close to  them [ him] an ' rip it  r ight on down j is '  where they 

WISHE S  9 - KNOTS 9 
KNOTS TIED TO YOU 

[ he]  button the underwear . An ' then she takes that  an ' ties 
it in nine kno t s , an ' make evah one of tho se kno ts to her 
an '  make a wi sh [ as each kno t is tied ] . Then yo ' take this 
p iece an ' yo ' tie it aroun ' de leg an ' wear it  - eithah leg , 

it don ' t make any diff ' ren ' . E i ther yo ' take it an ' tie it aroun ' yore wais t .  
An '  as long as yo ' wear that kno t aroun ' yore waist , he canno t leave her [ you] . 
[ Baltimore ,  Md . , (150) , 54 : 1+8 5 . ]  

3629 . Takin ' yore chamber Lye an ' us in ' dat an ' yo ' can ' t - yore dick won ' t 
rise till yo ' see her , yo ' know . 

(Well , how do they use tha t ?  Do that? ) 
Put it  in a bottle an ' tie nine kno ts in a str ing , an ' put de  str ing aroun ' 

de bottle an ' put it up ovah top de door where yo ' go out at i an ' when yo ' go 

STRING WITH 9 KNOTS ABOUT BOTTLE OF MAN ' S URINE 
BOTTLE DOWN FOR IMPOTENCE - UP FOR POTENCY 

out , dey lay dat bottle an ' 
yor e dick won ' t rise . An ' 
while dat bottle layin ' down , 
yo ' come back an ' den dey 

set it  up . Yo ' set de bottle  up an ' yo ' s  all right den . 
(Well , what do they do with this str ing first?  Where do they get the str ing 

first? ) 
Wet it in de watah . 
(Oh , they wet this - in who se water ? ) 
In yores . 
(The woman gets the str ing and wets it in the man ' s water , and she ties these 

kno ts in it . )  
Yes , ties nine knots  in it . 
I hear ' d  of peoples takin ' yore hair an ' puttin ' it in a rag , puttin '  it in a 

bo ttle an ' puttin ' some vinegar wit it , an ' puttin ' it up ovah top de door . An '  
evah time yo ' g o  out dey lay dat bottle down , an ' yo ' have to come back i an ' when 
yo ' come back , dey set dat bottle up , an ' yo ' is all right . 

(What would she do about getting his nature ? What would she do with that? ) 
Put it in a bottle an ' lay it ' cro ss , put it up in de do ' r  - see , anywhere yo ' 

go out . An ' when yo ' go out she lay dat down when yo ' come back , she stand it  
up .  But yo ' kin easily do  somepin f er dat .  [ Norf olk , Va . , ( 4 6 9 ) , 4 7 5 : 7 . ] 

[ I  had intended to comment at the end o f  KNOTS NINE about the numb er of  them 
in HOODOO . Instead I wr ite a f ew words to f ill in the end of thi s page . ] 
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( e) . SNAIL OR SLUG : A CAUSE OF IMPOTENCE 

[ I  agree with the informant who supp lies our f ir s t  margin title : AH 'M GON 'A 
TELL YUH SOMEPIN OTHAH DAT BEAT DE WORL ' . Snail r ites do beat de worl ' . They 
are so amaz ing I have b een more than generous with examples . HOODOO as a whole 
will show that no sp ec ial ef fort wa s made to collec t them , b ecaus e sex in itself 
was never emphasized in f ield work . When I first heard about the snail rite in 
1 936 , I thought the man wa s lying - see 3 6 3 5 . ] 

3630 . An ' den now , ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yuh somep in othah dat beat de worl ' .  
But it a in ' t no us e in me tellin '  yuh dis an ' ah won ' t git anythin ' fo ' it . Now , 

AH 'M GON 'A TELL YUH SOMEP IN OTHAH 
DAT BEAT DE WORL ' 

ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yuh dis thing . Mah daddy 
learned me dis ' f o '  he died . 
Yo ' see dat snail dat crawl down on de ground ? 
Unders tan? Yo ' git one of dem snails . Dis 

triak whut ah ' m  tellin ' yuh , ah tole a man dat an ' he give me $ 5 0  fo ' it . But 
ah know yo ' ain ' t gon ' a do dat . Yo ' know what yuh do wit a snail?  Yo ' know , 
dere ' s  plenty of smar t men in de wor l ' .  Yo ' take a snail . Yo ' see a snail 
crawlin ' aroun ' dere? 

(Yes , I ' ve seen a snail . )  
Yes ? Well , all right . Yo ' take a snail an ' kill ' im an ' yo ' wipe a woman ' s  

lak dat , a n '  if she ' ll have any man but yo ' , ah ' ll eat yo '  up . [Vicksburg , 
Miss . , ( 7 29 ) , 9 92 : 2 . ] 

3631 . [Our second margin t i tle  ( from HOODOO p . 64 9 ,  line 1 3 )  exp lains why a 
snail is  so commonly used in impotence r ites ; it makes a person s lowfu l (p . 648 , 

4 lines from bot tom of  page) . This word is  no t s loth-
PUTTIN ' A SNAIL ON HIM fu l ,  b ecause he ' ll git so s low - s lowfu l (p . 649 , line 

1 ) . The per son rubbed with a snail jes ' kin mope 
along - he aan 't  go� he jes ' be d�aggin ' (p . 649 , line 9 ) . The second reason for 
the use of a snail is its slime , a sticky sub stance thought to resemble human 
semen . ]  

3632 . Snails , if yo ' go 
a slow thing , an ' dat would 

DAT SNAIL IS A SWW THING 

an ' rub yore hand lak dat . 
der e . 

(Some other man? ) 

to have intahco ' se wit a woman . See , dat snail is  
make yo ' evah so anxious an ' r eady to go , an'  dey 
take dat snail an ' j es '  have it in der e  hand aga inst 
de  woman . Fir s t  rub yore hand lak dat - yo ' don ' t  
have to have de snail - j es ' put de snail down der e  
D a t  will make a man fall down , yo ' see , when he g o  

Y e s  sir , make some othah man . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1046 ) , 1702 : 4 . ] 
3633 . Yo ' kin take a snail an ' put it - yo ' know , j es '  lak yo ' take a snail 

now , yo ' know , yo ' crack it or somp in an ' yo ' kin put it in dis man ' s cof f ee or 

DAT SNAIL • • •  IT SWWIN ' DOWN 
t ea or somepin an ' he can ' t go out , unless yo ' say 
so , or unless yo ' ' gree wit ' im or somp in o thah 
lak dat . Got a man ah love an ' all dat , but yet 

dat snail , yo ' see , it  got it  s lowin ' down. [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 252) , 2126 : 2 . ] 

SNAILS IS HARD LUCK 
3 6 34 . Dey say snails is  hard luck to have roun ' yore home . 
If yo ' bring any of ' em roun ' yore home , yo ' ll have a latta 
misfortune , yo ' ll lo se lot sa things dat yo ' git  hold of . 

[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1007 ) ,  1628 : 8 . ] 
3635 . I have heard that when a man goes to work or on a j ourney , and if  he 



- Hoodoo - C onj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roobwork - 24 59 

believes it himself that his wif e is crooked on him,  not treating him right , and 
he desires to catch her ; I have b een told he can ketch a snail . I don ' t mean a 

shell snail , but a slick snail . 
I DON 'T MEAN A SHELL SNAIL BUT A SLICK SNAIL Well ,  you take that snail when 

you have sexual intercour se with 
her , and you are about to leave her now - and you take this snail and mash it 
in your hand , and unbeknownt to her , you are loving and kind to her , you rub it 
over her s tomick ,  and any man will have difficulty in bother ing her in your ab
senc e .  Now if he ' s  a stiff s tout man and he go es in , he will be  caught there 
unt il you come back,  and there can ' t nobody remove him but you . If  you love the 
woman , I don ' t know what would be the result . You have to come home to release 
them . As a rule any man that takes to bother her , no sooner than he s tart s ,  his 
tool will fall - he can ' t raise a heart for her , not to save his soul . In case 
he do , and go with her , he ' ll get s tuck and nobody can remove him unles s  this man 
remove him .  You can send for any doc tor in the univer se and you can ' t move them 
excep t  killing one or the o ther . [For killing the man or woman , usually the lat
t er ,  see No . 3460f . ]  

[ This was the fir s t  t ime I heard the snail rite , the summer of 1936 . I thought 
the man wa s lying . ] [ Old Point Comfort ,  Va . ,  by Ed iphone . ]  

3636 . De only thing yo ' kin do wit a snail , yo ' kin take an ' - go in de wood s 
to  a ole hallah log , to  a ole tree , an ' [ or ]  f i'n ' snails undah dat bo ' d  der e ,  it 
damp in de centah of a piec e  of plank or bo ' d ,  yo ' know , if yo ' let it s tay der e .  

Yo ' take a snail - ketch i t  in yore han ' , s ee .  Somet ime 
SNAIL WITHOUT SHELL yo ' kin take do se snail s  - s ee ,  lak dat dey ain ' t got no 

shell on . Try to f in '  yo ' one dat ain ' t got  no shell on . 
Take dat snail r ight - couldn ' t  hand le hard! tuh save o ' '  lif e ,  some people 
can ' t .  Take him an ' he ' s  sof t ,  limbah a s  dat . Yo ' take at snail in yore han ' 
an ' yo ' go  tuh bed wit ' er .  Have dat thing f ixed now - he ' s cold . Take dat 
snail right dere lak dat an ' dr�p it on ' er ,  let dat s�il tech anywheres c lose 
down dere lak dat . She ' ll j ump , "Whut ' s  dat ? "  

"Oh ,  mah han ' s cold . "  Say sompin lak dat . Dat snail j es '  tetch ' er ,  undah
stan ' . An ' yo ' kin take dat snail den , an ' heah she j ump up an ' say , "Oh , yo ' 
got somp in in yore han ' . "  She j ump up . Af tah yo ' done hit ' er wit dat snail , 
yo ' be  satisf ied . Yo ' ain ' t want in ' ' er den , yo ' j es '  wanta do dat tPiak . Yo ' 
git mad wit ' er den .  Yo ' take dat snail an ' go on lak da t an ' throw ' im away , 
or yo ' kin kill it if yo ' wanta . 

Now , if any man , any man . in de wor l '  git up on top of dat woman , HE ' S  GOT MO ' 
NERVE DEN GOD GAVE HIM . Can ' t do it - can ' t  go up dere tuh save his lif e .  [ Fay
ett eville , N .  Car . , (14 3 3 ) , 2598 : 2 . ]  

36 37 . [While recording �achine wa s s topped , informant said you get a live 
snail . ] 

Now d i s  is ab out if a man i s  runnin ' aroun ' . If he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' 
vanta stop ' im .  

(All right , now you get this live snail . )  
An ' not any - don ' t git ' im wit de shell .  Yo ' know , yo ' s ee some snails wit

out de shell an ' some wit de  shell .  Git d e  one witout d e  shell . An ' den yo ' 
take a new han ' ke ' cheff an ' yo ' put ' im  in dis new han ' ke ' chef f on d e  end lak . 
Wel l ,  yo 1 put salt on it < an '  let it dis solve . Well , yo ' see , yo ' take dis han ' 
ke ' chef f yo 1 know , when yo 1 have a connec t ion wit each othah an ' yo ' let ' im  wipe 
wit it . Wel l ,  dat wil l  stop ' im  from havin ' any intahco ' se wit any woman at all 
except yo ' . [Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (14 23) , 256 5 : 3 . ] 

3 638 . Dey tell me yo ' kin take a snail - git a snail when he ' s  in de shel l ,  
see , an ' put ' im in alcohol an ' dry ' im up . An ' when yo ' intahco ' se wit a woman 
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yo ' kin put - j es '  wipe yore 
laigs , an ' anothah man can ' t 
Ga . ,  (107 6 ) , 1 7 4 2 : 11 . ] 

han ' -lak , yo ' know , ovah her 
touch ' er if he try . [Waycross , 

3639 . Well , now here ' s  what I wanted to get informat ion on . 
Dere is  tPiaks can be  turned - it ' s  kind of  a woodsy tPiak , 

things lak dat . Whether yo ' wanted to heah dat . 
(Yes . Oh yes , go  ahead . )  
Well , I have known of people , 

hung dere lak a dog or anything . 
man to have a connection wit a woman an ' to git 

SNAIL WITH HOUSE - BETTY BUG BLOOD 

Well , de beginnin ' of  dat , yo ' kin take one of  
dese ole snails . Yo ' see dey have a house . 
When dey stretch out an ' crawl dey pull dis 
house along wi t ' em . A shell dey call it . 

Well , he carries a slime along as he goes . Yo ' git a little of da t slime an ' yo ' 
go in d e  woods an ' dere ' s a bug - a black bug an ' we used to call ' im a betty bug . 
It ' s  about so long [demons trates] .  

(What kind o f  a bug do you call him? ) 
A Betty Bug . Yo ' see it ' s  a big black bug dat stays in ole rotten wood s an ' 

stuff lak dat . Well he ' s  got where his neck come , his body connects  togethah , 
it ' s  only on e drop of blood in it . Break ' im an1 git dat drop of blood , a lit tle 
haPtshoPn [not sal volatite , etc . , but a fairly common pronunciation of  the per
fumes HeaPts Own and Hearts Cologne ] an ' dis slime from de snail , an ' use it  be
fore it  gits dry or anything , an ' yo ' kin dPess a woman wit dat yo ' see . A man 
goes an ' has a connection wit ' er an ' he ' ll git hung dere de same as a dog would 
to a female dog or anything . 

If a man want to take dat off der e ,  he ' s go tta use dat same snail , a little 
new milk an ' prob ' ly somepin lak alcohol or real good whiskey . Dat ' ll git ' em  
apart . [ Norfolk , Va . ,  (491 ) , 5 25 : 15+85 . ]  

3640 . Ah heard ' em  say dey ketch a snail an ' fit dat dust where he lay , an ' 
take dat an ' mix it  wi t some grease or somp in , an put it on a person ' s haid a n '  

it  will take all dere hair out . SLICK I T  WIT 
SNAIL DANGEROUS - HAIR DROPS OUT A SNAIL , ah ' ve heard dat . 

(Get that slime from the snail ? )  
Dat ' s  right , wipe i t  on der e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1548 ) , 281 3 : 2 . ] 

3641 . He kin take a snail an ' - a man he ' s  got a woman an ' he believes some
body el se i s  messin ' wit ' er an ' he cain ' t  stop ' im . An '  he don ' t wanta , �· 

SNAIL DANGEROUS - CAN GROW IN YOU 
j es ' kill ' er - j es '  straight out kill ' er .  
He love her , he don ' t wanta kill ' er ,  j es '  
wanta git r id of ' er .  Say he ' ll take da t 

snail an ' he ' ll put dis heah snail on ' is - he go to star t wit ' er .  [For rub
bing snai Z on 'is� see No . 3655 . ] Yassuh put dat on ' isself . Know it ' s  not real 
sticky .  It ' ll s t ick , dis snail will . He ' ll pu t  da t on i t  an ' he ' ll use dat as 
he goes . See dis heah - dis snail will grow in ' er .  Jes ' grow - folks will 
think she ' s in weight- yo 1 know, go in ' wit a child . Say it ' ll j es '  grow till 
it  j es 1 kill 1 er . An '  dey tells me dat it ' s  no one - dey ' s found no one dat 
could do nuthin wi t dat , when dat ' s  done . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1014 ) , 
1641 : 8 . ] 

364 2 .  Well , i f  yo ' got a wife an ' she j es '  happen tuh b e  a Pun-aPoun ' woman , 
yo ' take de snail an ' when yo ' ha s connections wit ' er ,  undahstan ' ,  all yo ' gotta 

do is  take an ' hol ' dese two f ingahs r ight heah an ' 
MAN RUBS SNAIL ON WOMAN j es '  put i t  up twix [ her leg ] - AH DUNNO WHUT DE DOC

TORS CALL IT . An '  any man dat goes tuh has dealin ' s  
wit ' er ,  he use ' ly [usually ] fall . [ I  FAILED TO ASK WHAT INFORMANT CALLS IT. ] 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (134 2 ) , 2324 : 1 . ] 
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3 64 3 . If a man is  goin ' off from home an ' he had a wif e an '  he didn ' t want 
nobody to have no dealin ' wit ' er .  He ' d  g it ' im some snails , see . An '  he ' d  have 
some d ealin ' wit ' er ,  yo ' see , befo ' he leaves . Well , he would take dat snail 
an ' rub da t snail - rub dem snails all in ' is han ' s an ' j is ' rub ' er  belly wit it 
good .  Anoint ' er belly wit ' is han ' good . Keep on do in '  dat unt il  he git dat 
stuf f , yo ' know , to go into de skin . Well , if  anothah fellah come dere - when 
' er sweet ie come , why he couldn ' t  have no dealin ' wit ' er .  He ' d  try all right 
enough , but evah time he git up der e ,  why dere would be nuthin to htm. [Vicks
burg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 1039 : 8 . ] 

3644 . Ole lady an ' yo ' don ' want ' er tuh have intahco ' se wit anothah man, 
says yo ' kin take dat snail an ' rub it cross her privat e ,  an ' says de man can ' t 
have nut hin tuh do wit ' er .  Say , when he git dere his j o ck will f a l l .  [ Bruns
wick , Ga . , (1245 ) , 2113 : 9 . ] 

3 645 . If a man don ' wan ' nobody else tuh be wit a woman but ' im ,  he kin take 
a snail af tah goin ' tuh bed at night , take a snail an ' j es '  take it unb eknownst 
tuh dat woman , an ' drags it r ight up ovah , yo ' know , drag s it right up ovah ' er .  
She won ' t  have any nature fo ' anybody in de wor l '  ' c ep t ' im .  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(149 7 ) , 2666 : 17 . ] 

3 64 6 . Well , yo ' kin git a snail if yo ' have a woman . 
take dat snail an ' put da t snail j es '  about three or fo ' 
know . An ' den she cain ' t have no intahco ' se wit nobody . 
2899 : 13 . ] 

Ket ch dis snail an ' 
times across  it chew 

[Algier s , La . , (157 5 ) , 

3 64 7 . Jes ' lak if yo ' d  go to be  wit a woman an ' yo ' gwine away , yo ' wouldn ' t  
have anything to  do , j es ' git chew a coup le of snails - dat s lobbah from a snail 
an ' r ub it ovah ' em  r ight down der e .  An ' evah t ime a man might wanta , but evah 
t ime he go der e ,  evahthin '  will fall . [ Jacksonville , F la . , ( 5 9 7 ) , 7 7 0 : 9 . ] 

3 648 . Git a snail an ' rub it on a man ' s belly an ' he cain ' t raise a hear t fo ' 
no woman . Eithah one - cain ' t no man have a woman if he [ husband or her man ]  
gits i t  on ' er stomick . 

(You mean on her stomach or on her privates . )  
Rub i t  on ' er stomick , j is '  anywhere it touches ' er stomick.  Jis ' leave it 

right on de top of ' er pussy an ' let it touch on der e ,  s ee an ' cain ' t no man do 
nuthin . Kin be  evah so r eady but when he gits der e ,  ain ' t nuthin done . [Memphis, 
Tenn . , (948) , 1 5 29 : 13 . ] 

3 649 . Ah exper ience dis much about it . If a man is got a woman an ' he don ' t 
want ' er tuh have anothah man , he kin take dat snail , an ' ketch ' im  a snail an ' 
rub ' er stomick wit ' im an ' she cain ' t  nevah have a man . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 
27 79 : 3 . ] 

3650 . Tell me dat , if yo ' want a woman an ' a man tuh lock togethah , go out 
an ' ket ch yo ' a sna i l  an ' j es '  lak if d er e  somebody dere dat yo ' want s tuh ket ch 
runnin ' roun ' wi t a woman . If yo ' evah had any dealin ' wit ' em  [ snails ] , � 
know when a snail s t ick out he ' s got a slippery thing on ' im .  An ' yo ' wipe yor e 
han ' ovah ' im an ' git da t slippery thing o f f  ' im.  An ' yo ' be  playin ' wit ' er an ' 
yo ' happen to run yore han ' ovah down der e , an ' a f ellah will go  an ' deal wit ' er 
or anything , it will crea t e  dem to lock . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1159 ) , 1935 : 5 . ] 

3 651 . If ah had a woman an ' didn ' t wan '  ' er to have no one else but me , ah ' d  
take dat snail an ' wrap ' im  in a rag or sompin .  Ah g o  dere dat night an ' m e  an ' 
' er be  tuhgethah . Purtty [ pretty ] sur e one of us goin ' tuh s leep pur t ty soon , 
af t er yo ' have intahco ' se wit a woman. Take dat snail an ' rub ' er .  Don ' t want 
nobody b e  wit ' er but chew .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1158 ) , 1931 : 3 . ] 

3 6 5 2 . Ah heard about a snail , if  yo ' don ' t want chure woman to mess wit no
body else , dat yo ' git chew a snail an ' wipe it ' cross ' er dere , an ' no othah man 
can ' t mess wit ' er .  Evah time he go dere , he ' ll fall . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
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(1398) ' 2519 : 3 . ] 
3653 . Jes ' lak yo ' had 

wuz gain ' wit some man an ' 
a woman an ' she wuz havin ' mens . Yo ' di strust dat she 
yo ' couldn ' t  s top ' er ,  yo ' git dis slime from dat 

MAN RUBS SNAIL ON WOMAN UNTIL SNAIL DIES 
S EW SNAIL INTO BAG - HIDE IT BEHIND SHELF 

snail an ' yo ' wait till she goes tub 
s leep an ' den yo ' rub ' er good ' tween 
' er la ig s  wit i t  until yo ' kill de 
snail . Do dat wit it ' live an ' yo ' 

rub it good until yo ' kill de snail . Den when yo ' kill dat af tah rubbin '  her , 
den yo ' take dat snail an ' sew it up in a sack an ' den put it , if yo ' got a shelf 
lak dat , put i t  right b ehin ' dat shelf an ' let i t  stay dere . An ' every man dat 
go tub her , he ' ll b e  ready fo ' her unt i l  he git  ready to git on ' er .  Den when 
he git on  ' er ,  ' i s nePVes will fall . Nevah will have no intahco ' se wit • er:-
[Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 2 7 3 7 : 8 . ] 

3 654 . Dey said i f  yo ' ketch a snail , an ' yo ' see a woman yo ' want connec tion 
wit ,  said a ll yo ' gotta do is mash dat snail an ' git a ll dat slime on yo ' han ' , 
an ' if yo ' evah go t chance to git it in de breast , j is '  kinda rub it on ' er 

MAN RUBS SNAIL ON WOMAN ' S  BREAST 
br east , an ' dey said she will yield to yo ' in 
a few minutes . 
(You have to rub it on her . )  

Yes , yo ' have to rub it on her breas t .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1008 ) , 1631 : 3 . ] 
3655 . Well , dey tell me to take dis snail an ' rub it on yuh - rub it on yuh

self , yo ' know yeah too l .  An ' yo ' see , an ' de woman kin rub it on huhself an ' de 
man can ' t have nuthin to do wit ' er af tah dat . Ah 

MAN RUBS SNAIL ON HIMSELF have tried dat . 
(The woman puts it on herself and the man put s it on 

himself and that takes their natUPe away from them? 
It seems so . 
[This is merely the usual rite : the person having the PUbbeP can have no one 

else . ]  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1029) , 1 6 7 4 : 4 . ] 
3656 . What dey use a snail fo ' ?  
(All right . What do they use a snail for ? )  
Yo ' kin take a snail - j is '  lak yo ' don ' wan ' chure wife t o  foo l wit nobody . 

Yo ' kin take a snail an ' j is '  take him an ' wipe him on yoreself , see , an ' go wit 
' er an ' no o thah man can foo l wit ' er .  Evah time he go to go der e ,  see , he goin ' 

to g i t  limp . 
(I  s ee . ) [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 5 9 ) , 1368 : 4 . ] 
3657 . Dey [women ] take dat snail an ' rub it on yore 

WOMAN RUBS S NAIL ON MAN thing an ' yo ' aouldn ' t  Paise de dust on a hil l .  Ah 
said yo ' wouldn ' t  raise up ' ta ll . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  
(1242) ' 2113 : 6 .  ] 
3658 . Ah heard , if yo ' ketch a snail an ' when yo ' go 

tub have a intahco ' se wit a man , tub rub dat snail on ' im  an ' he couldn ' t  have 
anything tub do wit ano thah woman . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414) , 2545 : 9 . ] 

3659 . Take a snail an ' rub acro ss a man ' s ,  yo ' know, an ' dat ' ll stop ' im  if 
he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' - i t  will make him come back home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 29a ) 
2 7 34 : 19 . ] 

3660 . Ah heard dat a woman could take a snail an ' use it in a way on a man 
dat where he couldn ' t  use no o thah woman but ' er .  

(Do you know how she did it ? )  
Well , now, ah kin make it p lain tub yo ' .  Ah heard dat she ketch dat sna il an ' 

b eat  ' im up ' live an ' whenevah - j is '  lak a man would go to be wit 1 is wife ,  or 
somepin lak dat , why she ' d  take dat an ' rub it on ' im .  An ' den whenevah he ' d  go 
to be wit some woman , why he couldn ' t  be wit no one but ' er .  [Waycro ss , Ga . , 
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(1112 ) , 1785 : 1 0 . ] 
3661 . Jis '  or ' nary s imple thing - it ' s  nuthin but a snail . Yo ' kin take a 

snail , one o f  dese or ' nary o le snails dat yo ' see crawl outen de vatah. See , yo ' 
kin take one o f  dem an ' mash ' im  an ' yo ' use 

SNAIL RUBBED ON PERSON 9 TIMES him , when yo ' d  have connec tion wit ' er .  Jis ' 
lak yo ' d  have him in yore han ' , yo ' see , an '  

j is '  fudd lin ' aroun ' wit ' er o r  somepin an ' yo ' j i s '  pas s  dat cro s s  ' er nine 
times , an ' I ' ll guarantee dat she can ' t have no man but choo . 

(I see . ) 
An ' ah know dat evah time a man go in dere - bound to stay away from ' er 

house . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 4 7 ) , 1017 : 3 . ] 
3 66 2 .  Dat snail dat I wuz tellin ' yo ' ' bout . She kin take a snail - take dat.  

snail an ' take her han ' an ' git some of dat snail dere , an ' when she goes to have 
somp in to do wit ' er husban ' , prob ' ly she go t dat snail put away some place.  She 
kin take dat snail an ' git  a little bay rum an ' put on ' er han ' , take dat snail 
when she goes to take holt of ' er husban ' or sompin , have dat snail where she kin 
git it an ' rub it on dere . Do dat fer nine diff ' ren '  times . An ' evah time he go 
to a woman , he b e  a s  hard a s  he want . As soon as he put der e ,  it will ball up 
an ' he can ' t do a thing in de wor ld . [ Norfolk,  Va . , (491) , 528 : 3 . ] 

3663 . Oh , dey said if she go in ' out wit ano thah man an ' he wan ' it fixed so 
dat she won ' t have no coUPage fo ' no o thah man . Well , in o thah word s ,  so when 

de man goes tuh be  wit ' er he ' ll fall befo ' he 
RUB SNAIL DOWNWARD NOT UPWARD evah be wit ' er .  Git chew a ten-cent bo ttle o f  

Hearts Co logne . An ' when yo ' g i t  dat ten-c ent 
bottle of Hearts Co logne , git tuh playin ' roun ' wit ' er .  An ' take an ' saturate 
his han ' s wit dat Hearts Co logne , prob ' ly j is '  b efo ' he git ready tuh go tuh b ed 
an ' be  wit her . An ' when he do dat , why he takes den an ' bathe her down - rub 
her down [demonstrates ] . 

(From her hip s  right down? ) 
Yessuh , from de hip s  down - all in heah . An ' do dat fo ' three time a week 

dat means evah othah day . An ' dey tell me when yo ' do dat , why den when she ' d  
go out , de man dat gon ' a  b e  wit ' er - but when he gits  to d e  p lace his coUPage 
will fal l .  He can ' t have any intahco ' se wit ' er .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1412)  ' 253 7 : 1 .  ] 
RUB DOWNWARD WITH BOILED SNAIL WATER 3664 . Yo ' kin take a snail an ' j is '  boil 

' im an ' git de watah off  ' im an ' put it 
on a p iece of c lo th an ' if it ' s  a man or a woman - if it ' s  woman .has othah fel
lahs go in ' wit ' er ,  den rub ' im down . He ' ll nevah come up . Dat ' s all yo ' wanta 
do , rub ' im  on down . She s lip , j es '  slip on 1 im - can ' t do nuthin - nevah want 
de use  of a man . 

(You mean no o ther man but her husband? ) 
Yessuh . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1361) , 24 01 : 5 . ] 
3665 . Said a man take a snail an ' if he don ' t wan ' dis woman to do nuthin 

wit nobody but ' im ,  he take dis snail an ' where huh c lo thes hang in '  up on de 
out s ide on de  line , if he git a chanc e ,  he go dere 

SNAIL RUBBED ON CLOTHES an ' rub dis snail right on uh drawahs . An ' when she 
put dese drawahs on , she can ' t have no communion wit 

no man but ' im .  Dat whut ah heard about it . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1128 ) , 2133 : 7 . ]  
3 6 6 6 . Dey say yo ' [ a  woman] take a snail an ' run ' im  ovah a man ' s clothes an ' 

run ' im  ovah yo ' self , an ' dat man or yo ' neithah can ' t have nobody but yo ' self . 
[The complicated word s of this rite mean each i s  conf ined to the o ther . ]  [Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (14 19) , 245 5 : 8 . ]  

3 66 7 .  Well , ah heard dat chew kin take a snail on a man , if  a woman wants  
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tuh stop ' er husban ' or ' er boy frien ' from gain ' wit othah wimmins . Dey take 
dat snail an ' smear ' im up a t  de seat o f  ' is drawahs . An ' yo ' know he [ snail]  
have a kinda - ah don ' t know whut chew call it - some kinda sl ickery [ s lippery ] 
sompin come from dat snail , an ' yo ' take , yo ' cut a piece out , outa de middle of 
dose drawahs an ' den yo ' sew a piece ovah dat , an ' let ' im wear ' em .  An ' dey 
tell me , dey say he can ' t have nobody in de worl ' .  Say he ' ll fall . [ Waycro ss , 
Ga . ,  (1115 ) , 1788 : 7 . ] 

3 668 . Yo ' kin take a snail , dese sna ils . Kill de snail an ' rub it onto a 
han ' ke ' chu f  or a cloth or somep in , an ' go to her an ' rub dat ovah ' er pr ivate , 
yo ' know . Ah ' ve nevah found anyone yet dat would b e  able to go ovah dat . 
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 53 8 ) , 658 : 2+8 5 . ]  

3 669 . Take a sna il an ' j es '  lak somebody yo ' know , ga in ' wit chure ole lady 
somp in o f  de kin ' yo ' know - an ' yo ' do dat . Dey tell me yo ' kin take dat sna il 
yo ' know an ' wrap i t  up in a rag yo ' know , j es '  lak a rag she nuse [ use]  - somp in 
of da t kin ' - it will stop ' er from foolin ' wit anybody . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 117 7 ) , 
2090 : 15 . ] 

3 6 7 0 .  
ke ' ch ' ef .  

Keep de o thah men from dere , git chew one dese b ig white pocket han ' -
Go to de D ime Sto ' , git chew one ain ' t nevah been used , an ' den take 

WHITE HANDKERCHIEF - DIME - BED 
a sna il an ' put ' im in dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  Den 
take dat han ' ke ' chef when yo ' have connec t ion 
wit dat per son dat night , an ' she cain ' t nevah 

have . nobody else but 
else . 

' im - cain ' t  have nobody else . He a in ' t gain ' have nobody 

(What does she do with that handkerchief then after she has used i t ? ) 
She take de han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  she wipe him wit i t  an ' she got ' im r ight den . She 

takes de han ' ke ' ch' ef an ' put s  it  anywhere undah de baid , so he won '  see it . 
[ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1504 ) , 2671 : 16 . ] 

3 6 7 1 .  (What would she do to f� him up that  way? )  
Well , she ' d  take a snail an ' git some slime off dat snail o n  a piece of cot

ton,  an ' when she have dealings wit ' im ,  well she ' d  git some of dat on dat c o t-
ton an ' wear it between ' er toes . 

ON COTTON WORN BETWEEN HER TOE S (Between her wha t ? ) 

lak ah tal ' yo ' ' bout 
have anothah woman . 

Between ' er big toe an ' ' er othah toe - j is '  
de man a while ago , wear it between dere , an 1 he can ' t 

(What would she do with that snail slime ? What would she do with it first?  
Would she wipe that on her or him or wha t ? ) 

Yes , she wipe dat on ' er .  Dat [ snail slime ] be already on de cotton an ' she 
wipe it on ' er ,  yo ' know , an ' dat will keep it all togethah ; an ' she j is '  put it 
be tween ' er toes dere an ' keep it dere . Whenevah she pull off  ' er s tockin ' , 
change stockin ' s ,  she j is '  take dat out an ' put it right back in dere . Keep i t  
i n  dere , wear i t  out i n  dere . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (538) , 1010 : 2 . ] 

3 6 7 2 . Yo ' take a snail dat crawl an ' evahthing when de rain . Yo ' take dat 
wit a lit tle p iece of  yellah domes t ic clo th . Cloth lak dis [on interviewing 
table ] dat has flowah on it , lak yo ' say white cloth . Well de dark yellah yo ' 

BIBLE - KEEP IN - YELLOW DOMESTIC BEDCLOTH - SNAIL RUBBED ON 
THEN WIPED ON SELF - FOLDED 9 TIMES TOWARD S SELF - SALMON SOAP 

git . Yo ' ,&g_ 
enough fo ' de 
woman to wipe 
herself on . 

Well , when he is  wit d is woman,  take - when dey gits  through - take dat l i t tle 
p iece o f  clo t h ,  an ' take dat sna il l ive - don ' t let ' im  be  dead - an ' run it 
right ' tween af tah yo ' wipes ' er o f f . An ' a f tah yo ' git through , yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' fold it up . Put i t  in a Holy Bible . 
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(How do you fold that up now? ) 
Yo ' fold it in fo ' cornahs [ demons trates ] .  Let it [ snail ] be live , don ' t let 

it be dead . Jis ' take it lak dat an ' j i s '  wipe to yo ' an ' lay ovah . All right . 
An ' den yo ' put it on a dish or eithah undah de  pillah . Den yo ' le� ' er use it , 
but yo ' don ' t wipe yo ' self . An ' den yo ' fold it to yo ' dis way , see [demon
strates ] .  

(Fold it nine t imes that way . )  
Yes sir , an ' put it in de Bib le .  An ' den yo ' leaves ' er .  Any man come he 

would nevah bo thah ' er .  
(Where do you put the Bib le then? ) 
Yo ' put de Bib le somewhere ,  yo ' know lak a saf e anything - hide it . 
[Safe here is not a st eel box with combination lock , but an old-fashioned 

kitchen cab inet , a p iece of movab le furniture with shelves and drawer s holding 
dishes , knives and forks ,  et c . ] 

(This is like a s quare handker chief and you roll it  to you nine t imes ,  and 
then you turn it around leng thwise and roll it lengthwise . ) 

An ' de only way den ,  when yo ' wan ' to break ' er f rom bein ' lak dat , yo ' take 
dat cloth an ' yo ' wash it out wit Sameman [ Sa Unon ]  �. see . An ' den fold de 
cloth an ' burn de cloth [ and ] dey [ she] b e ' s in de same cond it ion [ her nature 
will be restored ] . 

(What kind o f  soap ? ) 
It ' s  18 ¢ a bar - Sameman , Saveman [ Salmon , ha s p icture or mold o f  f ish] . 

[Mob ile ,  Ala . , (651) , 84 9 : 2 . ] 
3673 . Lockin ' de b owel s ,  well ah tell yo ' ah don ' really know much about dat , 

but it ' s one thing ah do know . Yo ' kin stop a woman o r  a man f rom havin ' intah-

DI SHRAG - DROPPED 4 TIMES ON SNAIL - BOTH P ICKED UP 4 TIMES 
DO NOT TOUCH SNAIL - FOLD - USE AS TOWEL 

co ' s e wit anothah 
f ellah , if yo ' want 
to . 
Well yo ' go an ' git 

chew a house snail , dese ole snails crawl aroun ' de  house . Yo ' take yore dishrag 
dat chew been usin ' in de kitchen an ' yo ' washes it out . When dis snail star ts 
tuh crawlin ' ,  yo ' take de rag an ' put it ovah ' im da taway [ demons trates ] .  Well , 
yo ' know he ' s bound tuh melt . 

(You j ust drop that rag over him and p ick him up that way? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . Den put ' im back down . Do dat fo ' about fo ' t imes . Yo ' take 

dat rag an ' fold it up nice in yor e pocket , or yore towel - whatevah it is . But 
it ' s  best tuh be wit a dishrag . Yo 1 take dat dishrag an 1 fold it up an ' yo ' go 
somewhere an ' have intahco ' se wit ' er .  Well , she say, "Ah got somp in . "  Yo ' say , 
"No , yo ' take dis ' un [ this one ] , ah got sompin heah , mah ole han ' ke ' chef" - sompin 
lak dat . Well , when she take dat - but don ' chew use it yoreself , l et ' er use 
it . An ' cain ' t nobody in de worl ' have nuthin tuh do wit ' er but chew . Cain ' t 
even give her a mill ion dollahs . Ah kin g ive her a million dollahs , an ' de min
ute ah star t s  it will be j e s '  lak d i s  cloth heah [ on tab le hold ing recor ding 
machine between us ] . 

(Well ,  is there any way that you can get r id o f  that , af ter you are f�ed up 
that way? How can you get r id of that? ) 

No suh , YO ' CAIN ' T  GIT RID OF DAT . YO ' GOTTA DIE [ TO ]  PASS AWAY DAT OFFA YO ' .  
[ New Orlean s ,  La . ,  (156 6 ) , 28 68 : 6 . ] 

3 6 7 4 . I ' ve heard of  peop le takin ' snail s . 
fine . Yo ' git a dishrag out de kit chen , I ' ve 

Take dat snail an ' mash ' im  up 
heard , take an ' wrap ' tm  up in dat 

dishrag . An ' when yo ' fool wid 
a woman , yo ' wip e her wid dat 
an ' bury dat ,  an ' she no good . 

D ISHRAG - WRAP MASHED UP SNAIL IN - WIPE - BURY 
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Den if she happens to fool wid anothah man on yo ' ,  she ' s gon ' a  git  hung j is '  lak 
de dog . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 5 2 ) , 17 2 : 6+85 . ]  

3 67 5 . (Now , what were you go ing to say about tho se snail s ? ) 
I wuz sayin ' a man kin do de same thing wit de snail , shell of a snail , an ' 

put a woman in dat pzoedicament of life .  

SNAIL POWDER - ON BODY 
(Well , j us t  how would you do that ? )  
Well , he ' d  take de snail an ' hull de  snail , yo ' know 
take de f lesh par t  out de snail ' s  shel l ,  an ' parch dat 

snail ' s  shell an ' den beat  it up real f ine . He ' ll take dat snail dust - undah
s tan ' me - an ' j is '  b e  p layin ' wit ' er ,  yo ' know , lak a man do sometime .  Yo ' 
know , run ' is index f inger up ' er vagina , UP IN DAT PRED ICAMENT OF L IFE . An ' j is '  
put some of dat snail dust up in ' er vagina , AN '  SHE BE LAZY AS A SNAIL , SURE AS 
GOD LIVIN ' , FO ' ANY OTHAH MAN DAT CREPT IN DERE . 

(I  see . I get the idea . )  [ Richmond , Va . ,  (about 420) , 3 7 7 : 1+85 . ]  
3 67 6 .  Tub keep ' im from havin '  anybody , yo ' take dat snail an ' yo ' kin dry 

' im . Eithah [ or ]  yo ' kin take ' im an ' put ' im in de  s tove an ' yo ' kin brown ' im .  
An ' den when yo ' brown ' im  yo ' kin pound ' im up into powdah . An ' yo ' take de 
seat  o f  yore man ' s drawahs an ' yo ' open it , j es '  a lit tle p lace , an ' yo ' put all 
dat down in der e .  An ' he cannot fool wit no one but chew .  An ' he g o t ta come 
home an ' br ing yo ' de money . [Memph is , Tenn . , (1547 ) ,  2808 : 6 . ] 

3677 . (Ever heard of  us ing a banana ? ) 
[ I  used this ques t ion in New Or leans because it wa s the great por t for re

ceiv ing bananas . ] 
Well , I tell yo ' what I ' m exper ienc in ' dataway round here . He kin fix ' is

self , fix ' er so dat she won ' t bothah wit no o thah man . He gits a snail an ' he 
takes d is sna i l  an ' he makes a powdah an ' put s  it on ' im .  An ' when he ' s foolin ' 
wit - he put da t powdah on ' er an ' no man kin fool wit ' er .  When he go to her , 
he put - it fall , see . [ New Or leans , La . ,  (8 2 2 ) , 1188 : 8 . ] 

3678 . Take a snail an ' if  yo ' [ a  man ]  have a sweetheart an ' [ so that ] no 
o thah man couldn ' t  go wit ' er ,  takes dis  snail an ' dey makes a powdah out of it , 
parch it f irst , an ' yo ' spr inkle on de head of  yo ' [ pen is ] befo ' yo ' go to fool 
wit ' er ,  an ' whoevah [ approaches her will fail ] . [New Or leans , La . ,  (838 ) , 

SNAIL POWDER : HE CAIN 'T RAISE NO STAKES 
TO GET RID OF HIM - THROW DAT STUFF OVER SHOULDER INTO 
RIVER : GOa AH NEVAH WANT CHEW NO MO ' - DON 1 T LOOK BACK 

1261 : 1 2 . ]  
3 67 9 . So he wouldn ' t  
want no othah woman but 
chew ,  ah know how tub 
fix ' im so "HE CAIN ' T  

RAISE NO STAKES . " Git a snail . I t ' s  mighty d ir ty .  Git a snail an ' put ' im on 
a o le [ t in-can ] top an ' put ' im in yor e  s tove an ' l e t  ' im  brown . Take it out an ' 
let ' im coo l , an ' yo ' take dat [browned ] snail an ' j es '  rub it to a plumb powdah . 
Jes ' parch i t  up , parch it up , an ' when yo ' an ' ' im are layin ' in de  ba id , � 
have a little on yore han ' an ' tetch ' is thing , an ' he cain ' t Paise stakes fo ' 
no othah woman . 

Lak yo ' been wit ' im  a long time an ' t i ' ed [ t ired ] of ' im an ' got ' im fixed , 
yo ' take dat s tuf f out d e  trunk an ' take dat s tuf f from between de  mat tress ,  whut 
ah tole yo ' tub fix , an ' carry it to de r ivah an ' turn yor e  back an ' say , "Go , ah 
nevah want chew no mo ' , " an ' throw it in de rivah , an ' he ' ll go on an ' won ' t  
bothah yo ' no mo ' .  Throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' don ' t look back , an ' 
say , "Go , ah nevah want chew no mo ' • " [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544)  , 2804 : 3 . ]  

SNAIL POWDER - RUB 3 TIMES 
3 680 . Well , yo ' kin go tub work an ' git chew a 
snail shell , an ' yo ' take a snail shell an ' j es '  put 
it in a lil ' - yo ' kin set it on de back of de stove 

where it ' s  hot ,  an ' let it stay r ight dere till it  come hard . When it come hard , 
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yo ' kin mash it up an ' use it same as f lour , an ' den yo ' take dat an ' come on 
back . Jes ' lak if yo ' got a woman an ' don ' want ' er tuh have uu�hin do vit no
body, yo ' kin go tuh work when yo ' make connec tion wit ' er ,  j es '  pu� i� on yore 
f ingahnail an ' rub i t  r ight down right dere fo ' thr ee t imes . Dere ' s  ua�bio on 
yore han ' 1 but chew j es '  do lak dat . An ' any othah man da t come dere. de �i.e 
he git r ight der e ,  dat will fall . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (14 5 0 ) , 2635 :1. ] 

3681 . Well , yore wife - j is '  lak if yo '  goin ' off to work an ' yo ' wan' ' er  
no t  t o  b e  foolin ' aroun ' wit no othah man . Well , j is '  a s  - befo ' yo ' leave dere . 
yo ' g it some snai t dust - some snail , yo ' see ,  what creeps slow- slow across -

JIS ' GO TO ANY DRUG STO ' AN ' SAY , "GIVE 
SNAIL DUST BOUGHT AT HOODOO DRUG STORE ME SOME SNAIL DUST. " Prob ' ly yo ' have 

to pay about 40¢ or prob ' ly a little 
b ettah . Yo ' gi t dat snail dus t an ' j is '  lak , say when yo ' go on ' er da t night 
when yo ' leavin ' ' er [ to go to work] , yo ' wants to go to bed wit yore wif e b efo ' 
leavin ' -time , an ' yo ' fools wit ' er .  Befo ' yo ' fool wit ' er ,  yo ' put some of dis 
snail dust into yore undahc lothes or in yore hair - yo ' know , put it in yore ha ir, 
see . Yo ' put some of d i s  same s inimint [ c innamon ] an ' sugah r ight in de middle 
of de  b ed ,  j is '  where yo ' ll put ' er to lay . An ' yo ' take dis sna il dust an ' yo ' 
put it all on yores elf . Well . But she no t payin ' attent ion cuz she used to it 
an ' yo ' leave ' er .  Yo ' git on ' er an ' yo ' fool wit ' er an ' she nevah have no 
feelin ' fa ' no man in d e  worl ' .  Evah t ime ,  yo ' j is '  rolls acro ss ' er mind [ she 
thinks of you ] . Jis ' look lak she a in ' t got no f eelin ' atall [ f or ano ther man ] . 

· [New Or leans , La . ,  (8 29) , 1 2 31 : 1 . ] 
SNAIL-AND-FOOT SKIN-POWDER - RUB WITH DISHRAG 368 2 .  A f ellah could s top ano thah 

f ellah from ga in ' wit ' is wif e .  
He ' d  taken a snail an ' dead skin from undah his f eet an ' parched it an ' take it 
an ' - wit a dishrag . An ' while she ' s  asleep dat night , j es '  sprinkle dat on ' er ,  
put da t on ' er an ' rub ' er wit de dishrag , so she couldn' t go wit no one . Dat 
take de nature away from ' er .  

(What did he do with this snail and the dirt and that dishrag ? )  
Take de snail an ' ground - yo ' know , groun ' de whole shell an ' de snail . Parch 

it good , make a kinda powdah out of it . An ' when she went to sleep , why he spr in
it ovah ' er an ' he wipe her across wit de dirty d ishrag . Sprinkle da t ovah ' er 
on ' er drawahs , an ' anyone couldn ' t  go wit ' er no mo ' .  So f indly [ f inally ] dey 
broke up . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (104 2 ) , 1 6 90 : 3 . ] 

3683 . Dey kill s a couple of  sna il an ' dey ' ll take dat snail shell an ' dry it . 
Ef ah ' m  gain '  wit a whoman an ' she won ' t want me go nex ' wit mah wif e ,  she ' ll 

take dat snail shell an ' dry it good an ' parch it an ' make 
SNAIL POWDER IN FOOD a powdahs out of it . Put da t powdah in mah bread an ' ah 

will ea t it . Well , ah can ' t git up no nature f er nobody 
but ' er .  L eave an ' wa lk off . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (607 ) , 786 : 5+85 . ]  

3684 . Well , yo ' pound ' im up , poun ' de snail up . Dry it an ' pound it up an ' 
git  it in some likkah or coffee,  j es '  a leetle bit  chew know , so dey can ' t ex
serve [ obs erve ] it , an ' dat will kill yo ' ' cuz  yo ' be [ b ecome ] j es '  lak dem 
[ snails ] an ' yo ' b e ' s slow about evahthing . Can ' t have - nevah g i t  ovah it . 

(And i t  kills their aourage ? )  
Kills dere aourage . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2401 : 4 . ] 
3 68 5 . Well , takin ' any snail an ' while de woman ' s  sleepin ' , he would take dat 

snail an ' he would pas s  it across her stomach r ight d is way an ' makin ' a cross 
dat way . Ah don ' t care whut man she so wit or how he 

CROSS MARK WITH SNAIL been wit ' er ,  when he goes tuh so wit 1 er , his ambition 
will fall . 

(He will rub that across this woman ' s abdomen in the form of a cros s ? )  
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J es '  cro s s  it . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (1560 ) , 28 5 5 : 9 . ]  
3686 . Yo ' take a snail , fo ' instanc e ,  if a man have a woman cy wife , an ' if 

he figure dat she ' s go in ' bad . He don ' t want ' er have any deal in ' � .t any o thah 
f ellah . While she sleep , he ' ll take a snail an ' make a cro ss right undah de 
navel . An ' each man dat would aim to go wit ' er ,  he ' ll nevah be able to go wit 
' er .  He ' ll have ambition until he mount ' er an ' den he ' s  - he ' ll fall . He ' ll 
nevah go wit ' er .  

(I  see . )  [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 9 : 4 . ] 
3687 . Well , ah ' ve nevah tied any but ah ' ve heard ' em  say how yo ' tie ' em .  

D ey say j is '  tuh mea sure ' em , an ' i f  yo ' kin measure ' em , git what somevah come 
�� an ' tie dat wit a cord lak dat . See , an ' put p ins an ' thing s in dere . Now 
ah have nevah did it but da t ' s  whut a g irl tole me tuh do , but ah wouldn ' t  do 
dat . An ' den dat would cut ' is nature from dis o thah one , or eithah git  a snail . 
See .  Git a live snail an ' den durin '  ' er playin ' wit ' im , take dis snail an ' 
pass it cro s s  ' im  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

(L ike you were making an "X" . )  
Yh-hah, j is '  lak dat . See ,  dat will kill ' is nature . [Algiers , La . ,  (1601 ) , 

3022 : 7 . ] 
3688 . Take a snail an ' mark a cross , make a horse ' s  pitchure on a woman ' s  

stomick , an ' she cain ' t deal wit no o thah man but j es '  dat one . 

CROS S MARK WITH SNAIL - PICTURE OF HORSE 
ON WOMAN ' S ST(»>ACH 

(Make wha t kind of a picture ? ) 
A horse ' s  pictur e - a horse whut 
chew rides . 
(You have to draw a picture of  a horse 

on a woman ' s  stomach , but you have to use a snail - this thick s tuff from the 
snail - and then she won ' t  be ab le to  have ano ther man? ) 

No , no man but j es '  ' fm . 
[An o ld no te of  mine r eads : " I  do no t und ers tand the pictur e ,  unless the per

son who draws the picture is the rider ! " ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1524 ) , 2 7 23 : 5 . ] 
368 9 .  So far a s  I know , ah kin tell yo ' on dat part , too . So now , yo ' take 

a woman - j i s '  lak ah ' m  got a ole lady mahself an ' she don ' t want me runnin ' out 
wit nobody but ' er .  Ah seed [ saw] 

CROS S MARK MADE ON TOWEL BY CRAWLING SNAIL ' er do it mahself . Dey take a 
snail , a live sna il da t crawls 

aroun ' - la tta people say yo ' kin take yore han ' . She take ' er han ' an ' she will 
run it acro s s  dis snail an ' rub it on ' er stomick . Well , yo ' kin do it a diff ' 
ren 1 way dan dat . Yo 1 kin take a snail an ' put it in a clean towel , see , da t yo ' 
us e to  dry off or somepin . An ' where dat snail gr easin ' dat towel - yo ' don ' t 
kill ' im  or nothin - j is '  let ' im  crawl acro ss it or somepin an ' he makes a mark 
acro ss it each way he comes . [ The crawling sna il makes an X-mark . ]  An ' da t 
towel will be fo ld ed right back up some p lace an ' be hung r ight on de - o r prob ' ly 
at de  foo t o f  de baid . An ' whilst de man have intahco ' se wit ' er or somepin , why 
she han ' s ' im  da t towel . Well , she han ' s ' im  da t an ' as  long as  he uses da t , 
why he can ' t do no good wit no one else . 

( I  see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 74 2 ) , 1011 : 4 . ] 
3690 . Dey tell me dat dey kin do things to ' er so da t a man canno t have 

intahco ' s e wit ' er at all . Say he kin go an ' git ' im  a snail , an ' GIT DE DUST 
FROM WHARE DE SNAIL ' S  CRAWL

SNAIL POWDER AND DUST FROM WHARE SNAIL 'S CRA WLIN ' IN ' . Take de sna il an ' fry 
dat snail plumb till it cook 

up . Yo ' kin roll it up , yo ' know . Put all dat dus ' togethah an ' j is '  when he 
kin have intahco ' se wit ' er ,  j is '  have dat dus ' an ' git some of  it on  ' is han ' s 
an ' rub on ' er ,  an ' dey say a man nevah could - don ' cay [ care ] how he tried , 
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nevah kin have anything to do wit ' er .  
(That ' s  to protect his home while he ' s  gone? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 98 3 : 9 . ] 
3691 . Yo ' b een in d e  wood s  an ' yo ' see dese thousan ' Zaigs [= centipede , 
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sometimes called thousand- Zegger ,  see FACI , 1st 
p . 54 ] . Yo ' know what dese thousan ' Zaigs be ' s .  

ed . ,  139 9 ,  p . 62 ; 2nd ed . ,  1383 , 
An '  d ese conk [ conch] shell in 

SNAIL - CONK SHELL - THOUSAN ' LAIGS : THREEFOLD POWDER 
de-rivah . Jes ' lak yo ' 
git a conk , yo ' know 
what ah mean [ see later ] , 

an ' ea t ' em .  Yo ' carry dat home , yo ' git 
Yo ' know what a snail is . Yo ' put dem on 
nu thin but a powdah . 

a piece of  snail . Yo 1 git a ole snail . 
d e  s tove . Yo ' cook d em until it ' s  

(You put the snail and the shell and? ) 
An '  de thousan ' Zaigs all togethah [ 3 ingredients ]  right up on dat plac e an ' 

dat will cook it tull [ till]  it  nuthin but a powdah - tull yo ' kin tetch it as 
nowthin ' but a powdah . Well , yo ' put all dat toge thah , put it in a box . Well , 
he ' ll come to yo ' an ' say , "Ah want sompin to kill dat - dat kill ' er nature , to 
kill evah man nature fo ' ' er , excusin ' ' im [me ] . "  We ll , d en yo ' give him j is '  a 
leet le bit an ' put it in ' is han ' , an ' yo ' rub it out o f  sight lak dat . Rub ' is 
han ' lak dat - hit ' s  gone , he can ' t s ee it . Don ' care if  yo ' wash de han ' wit 
soap an ' watah , dat ' s  gone . [Here we have a doctor "dr essing" a pa tient ' s  hand -
a little now you see i t� now you don ' t  " trick" . ]  Well , dere ' s nobody kin have no 
d ealin ' wit ' er but chew . 

(A man will do that to keep other men away from his wife . )  
Evah man goin ' s tay away . [Char leston , S .  Car . , ( 5 25 ) , 629 : 7+85 . ]  
3692 . Dey take a snail yo ' know to s top a man from bein ' wit a woman . 
(How would they do that? ) 
D ey put dat snail - d e  woman will fix dat water in de tub . She ' ll f ix d e  

watah i n  de tub fo ' d e  man an ' d en she ' ll put dat snail - wa sh dat snail all 

SNAIL-WATER AS BATH WATER 

cros s , Ga . ,  (1126 ) , 1832 : 9 . ] 

roun ' in dat watah , an ' when [ then ] he go to take a 
bath yo ' see . An '  evah time dat he go to b e  wit 
ano thah woman out side of ' er ,  he ' ll fa ll . [ Way

3693 . Yo ' git d e  snail an ' yo ' cook d e  snail ,  an ' yo ' take de wa tah an ' yo ' 
git  chew a han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  a new han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' soak d is han ' ke ' ch ' ef wit 
it , an ' yo ' put dis on dis woman , an ' she won ' t  have any nature . If  a man go 
dere , he can ' t do anything . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 9 ) , 2148 : 13 . ] 

3694 . Ah ' m  very , very fo ' getful now .  
[ S ee my comment about this woman la ter . ]  
Kin do a man in d is way , yo ' kin git a snail . Yo ' know a woman kin take a 

syringe an ' wash her purse out . Yo ' know whut dat is . [ This ancient use of the 
word purse is probab ly my only example o f  it . ]  An '  af tah she washes it out , she 

takes de wa tah from whu t 
SNAIL SOAKED IN PURSE- WATER - THEN PARCHED TO POWDER she wash out wit an ' she 

puts de snail in it , an ' 
[afterward ] she take it an ' put it in d e  s tove an ' let it brown down to a crust . 
An ' she takes it out ,  outen d e  crus t , she take it  an ' she gr inds it  up , j es ' mash 
it up yo ' know right right small . An ' d en she take it  an ' put it - dope it in a 
�· d e  chewin ' gum yo ' know dat chew chew - she ' ll roll it [ in that ] . Da t ' s  to 
take d is man in [ to trick him] . If  she think any way fresh [ here ' s  another meth
od ] , she would git an asafetidy [asafetida ] an ' make lit t le pill s . An ' she ' ll 
wait t ill he gits sick an ' d en give it to him , give de p ills to him fo ' swallow
in' . An ' dat yo ' know , it ' s  got ' er nature � An ' he swal lah - take des e pills 
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fo ' a medicine . An ' ah don ' care whut woman or what kind , she cain ' t  nevah git 
' im tuh leave aroun ' heah . 

[To b e  cer tain that I know what informant i s  talking about , I now comment to 
the machine and ask a ques t ion : ] 

(She takes a syring e and washes her pUPse , and then she put s this snail in that 
water . Does she put the snail into the water before she washes herself or does 
she put the snail in af ter she has washed? )  

Af tah she has washed ' er self . She ' ll have a intahco ' se wit ' im  f ir s t  b efo ' 
she do dat , yo ' know . Dat ' s  tuh git ' is natUPe . An ' den she takes dat an ' 
douche her self out r ight good , yo ' know , wit not too much watah - yo ' know , wit 
a very small amount . An ' den she set ' im  in de stove an ' let ' im dry r ight . 

(This elderly woman supposed to be  good , b ut she couldn ' t  get her things to
gether . She may have b een a lit t le frightened also . ) [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1540) , 
293 6 : 1 . ] 

( 2)  • CURES FOR SEXUAL IMPOTENCE 

3695 . He kin go an ' git  ' im  a pound of alum an ' git ' im  a c loth an ' mes s  wit 
' er all he kin an ' wash dat clo th in dat alum an ' wear it round him .  

(Wear it around him ? )  
ALUM Yes sir , it ' ll br ing ' er to ' im - it ' ll take dat up . 

Dat ' ll kill dat othah [ impot ence ] dead , dat ' s  whut dey say . [Waycros s ,  
Ga . , (116 2) , 1938 : 9 . ] 

3696 . [As ant s cause (No . 33llf . ) ,  so they cure impotence . ] 
Yo ' kin git nine red ant s an ' b oil ' em  an ' dey will give yo ' aourage , if yo ' 

drink that t ea  three t imes a day . 
( If a woman has taken your aoUPage away? ) 

ANT S - NINE Yes , it will give you aoUPage . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (137 4 ) , 24 37 : 2 . ]  
3697 . [To draw b lood is a common remedy against witchcraf t - see 

BLOOD DRAWN Nos . 485-48 7 and elsewhere in HOODOO . That exp lains the use of 
many of the sharp-point ed instrument s in hoodoo ; the witch b eing 

af raid o f  cut ting herself and drawing b lood . Penis aaptivus and impotence , like 
all ailments and disab ilities - in fac t j ust ab out every misfortune in lif e  -
comes from a spell put on you . ] 

(Well , is there any way of get ting them apar t ? ) 
D e  only way to git ' em apar t is  f er dem to  git a ole dOato� - young dOato� 

don ' t know of it , b ut git a ole dOato�. Ah ' ve b een told by mah fathah to take a 
penknife , a penknife an ' s t ick it right in de hallah of de foot , an ' den he ' ll 
b leed an ' dat will disconnec t 1 im .  

(What i s  a penknif e? ) 
[ Even in my boyhood penknife was b ecoming rare . ] 
Very small . [Washing ton ,  D . C . , ( 6 38 ) , 826 : 3+8 5 . ]  
3698 . D e  dOato� kin do it by split t in '  de bot tom o f  his [ pat ient ' s ] feet . 
(To get them apar t . )  
Yes sir . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 117 5) , 198 2 : 8a . ] 
3699 . If any confus ion come up b etween ' im an ' de woman , an ' if it b e  a f ight 

an ' HE DRAW ANY BLOOD FROM ' ER ,  he would be ab le af tah dat tuh go wit de [ other ] 
woman . See , he git a drop of  b lood from dat - drawin ' any de b lood f rom ' er 
yo ' undahs tan ' ,  DAT UNBIND ' IM FROM ' ER , an ' he go on wit dis [ other ] woman . 

( If she tied him up ,  and he act ually draws b lood f rom her , that would kill 
that [ impotence spell ] . )  
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Kill it . [New Or leans , La . ,  (1560) , 28 54 : 2 . ] 
3 7 0 0 . Ah heard a f ellah say if a woman take his nature dataway, if he wants 

tuh git it back , he have tuh go tuh work an ' git some of  ' er ministrate . If he 

BLOOD - MENSTRUAL - IN GIN- WHISKEY 
git dat , yo ' see , an ' he ' ll git it on a rag , 
an ' he ' ll go tuh work an ' take him some gin
whiskey an ' put it  in gin-whiskey, an '  give 

it tuh ' er tuh drink .  When she do dat she ' ll go tuh work an ' release it offa 
him. [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 7 ) , 1 7 7 2 : 8 . ] 

3 7 01 .  Yo ' kin take yo ' a little bluestone an ' put i t  in some watah, not too 
strong , an ' yo ' kin j es '  mop da t .  Keep dat mopped wit dat b lues tone watah an ' 

dat will bring i t  back . 
BLUESTONE (Br ing your nature back? ) 

Yes sir , or yo ' kin use sweet milk . Sweet milk is good . Yo ' kin 
j es '  bathe in dat sweet milk . Sweet milk will br ing it back . [Waycross , Ga . ,  
(116 6) , 1961 : 7 . ] 

3 702 . Yes sir , ah heard j es '  like if yo ' ,  yo ' know , yo ' b e  wit a woman yo ' 
know an ' can ' t do nuthin - yo ' undahs tan ' whut ah ' m  talkin ' about ? 

(You ' ve los t  your nature? ) 
BOW HEAD 3 TIMES TO RI SING SUN Yes sir . Well , j es '  b efo ' yo ' go tuh b ed at 

night wi t dis woman , whosoevah it i s , an ' if 
yo ' s  sleepin ' wit ' er ,  well j es '  b efo ' yo ' goes tuh b ed ,  well from de way d e  
sun rise evah mawnin ' ,  well yo ' goes out at night chew know an ' bow back ovah 
lak dis thr e e  times in d e  way d e  run rise  [ d emons tra tes ] .  

(You turn your back to the sunr i s e  and turn your head back toward the sun . ) 
An ' bow lak dat thr e e  times but don ' t mess wi t ' er dat night , but from d en on 

why yo ' won ' t  have no trouble . [ See bowing to the new moon 3 and 7 times , FAC I ,  
2nd ed . ,  8399-840 0 , p . 3 7 3 . ] [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 113 6 ) , 184 7 : 11 . ] 

3 7 03 . An ' d en ag ' in ,  anothah thing dey kin do , lak if yo ' have intahco ' se wit 
' em , d ey kin go to work an ' take dat an ' put it  in a bottle . An ' j es '  lak if yo ' 
wanted go fool wi t anothah woman , why evahthing would stan ' all right until yo ' 

BREAKING - BOTTLE - RUNNING WATER 
got der e ,  an ' d e  moment yo ' git d er e ,  evah
thing would fall d ead . 
De way d ey handles dat - de way yo ' would 

have to do to s top dat , why yo ' d  have to s earch de plac e wher e yo ' stay , where 
yo ' eatin ' g en ' ly [ g enerally ] , an ' yo ' d  fin ' dis bottle . Dey got it  air tight in 
a bottle . Dat is d e  way dey puts it up , airtighted in a bottle . An ' long a s  i t  
air tight i n  d er e - co ' s e he kin have , b e  i n  ac tion wit ' er a l l  right , but he 
can ' t have no act ion wi t no othah woman . Evah time he go to have one , evahthing 
will go d ead on ' im.  An ' d e  way dey do to git dat , why yo ' has to s earch de 
plac e an ' git it , an ' br eak it an ' throw it  in running water . [ Jacksonville , 

BRIMSTONE - SUGAR - SULPHUR : 3 INGREDIENT S 
OVER L EFT SHOULDER 

9 MORNINGS 
INCANTATION 

Fla . , ( 5 9 7 ) , 7 69 : 9+8 5 . ]  
3 7 04 .  (If a man wants to regain his 
natur e ,  wha t does he do now? ) 
He takes sulphah an ' br imstone an ' 
sugah an ' throw it  ovah ;ore left 
shouldah fo 1 nine mawnin s an ' say , 

"Dead work to put chew - fo ' whut chew tryin ' tuh do me , go back where yo ' come . "  
An '  ins tead of i t  b ein ' on ' im ,  it will b e  on ' er ,  yo ' see . 

(What did you say now? ) 
"Dead work to it , d ead work to her . "  
("Dead work to her . "  That will turn i t  back on her ? ) 
Sho ' . 
(That left should er , you said was what? ) 
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De lef t shouldah , da t means yore hear t .  Turn it back to her . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (1351) , 2343 : 4 . ] 

3 7 05 .  Well , when she 
yo ' see , af tah evahthing 

have intahco ' se wit a man ,  well she kin take da t string 
is ovah , an ' she ' ll j is '  dry wit dat str ing ,  yo ' know 

BURN ARTICLE CAUS ING IMPOTENC E 
AFTER SHE WIPES TO HER - KNOT EACH T IME UNTIL 9 

[wip ing ] to huh . Git it right 
wet an ' she ' ll tie a knot in 
it an ' j i s '  as many t ie s  as 
she has interco ' se wit d is 

man ,  she ' ll tie a knot in da t an ' j is '  keep 
it roun ' her la ig or eithah roun ' her waist 

(She j ust uses a s tr ing for this doesn ' t  
Yes suh , a cord string . 

on till she git nine kno ts an ' � 
an ' he ca in ' t bothah nobody el se . 
she? ) 

(She do esn ' t mea sure him or anything of that sor t ? ) 
She mea sured ' im , she measured ' im  f irst . 
(She ties it later on? ) 
Yessuh , af tah . 
Aftah wearin ' da t string aroun ' ' er waist or eithah roun ' ' er laig , take dat 

an ' burn it up an ' he ' ll git rid of dat . 
(He ' ll get his nature back aga in . ) 
Yes sir . [Little Rock, Ark. , (903) , 14 75 : 8 . ] 
3 7 06 .  He kin use his wife in a way dat she won ' t have othah men . 
(How does he do that? ) 
How does he do it? Uses wi t  de tongue . Dey call i t  goin ' to de bushes . He 

goes down when he go to goin ' down . She won ' t have ano thah man .  

BUSHES - GOIN ' TO DE BUSHES 
[That next-to-last sentence means : He goes down to 
the bushes , resor t s  to cunnilingus ,  when he begins 
to lose his nature . My informant ,  though marked 

pPofessionaZ and �ae ZZent is mistaken . Cunnil ingus is neither a sign of ap
proaching impotence nor a mark of impo tence . ]  

(Why? ) 
Well , DE HEAT FROM ' I S BREATH DRAWS DE LIFE FROM DE OTHAH MAN AWAY FROM ' ER .  

[ To breathe , to heat , t o  suck , and t o  l ick - these can be  magic actions ; but in 
this rite I see only intention or wishing. Protec t ion against the other man , 
l ike all similar devices , is nonsense . As a ma t ter of  fac t , all rites in HOODOO 
are wishful thinking - a dangerous mental activity . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn. , ( 9 6 7  pPo
fessionaZ and exae ZZent) , 1563 : 2 .  This i s  my dwn orig inal transcr iption in pen
cil , my transcr iber having mis sed a number of  this informant ' s  cylinder s . ]  

3 7 07 . (Calamus roo t s . And what do you put with it ? )  
Whiskey . 

CALAMUS OR SWEET FLAG (How do you prepare that? ) 
Yo ' boil it . Yo ' put i t  in about a quart of watah an ' 
yo ' boil it down to a pint [mag ic diminishing amount ]  an ' 

yo ' put chew about a dime or 15¢  wor th of  whiskey in it . Den yo ' po ' it out , 
aftah yo ' put dat whiskey in - po ' i t  out an ' put i t  in a bot tle . Den yo ' take 
it . An ' da t ' ll br ing ' is nature back . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1260) , 2140 : 15 . ] 

CEDAR LEAVES FROM GRAVEYARD - SULPHUR - BURN - FUMIGATE SELF 
MEASURE WITH STRING - 9 KNOTS - WEAR UNDER INSOLE 
NEW HOMESPUN - DOUBLE UP - KEEP UNDER MATTRESS 

STEAL GREASY DISHCLOTH AND WASH WITH IT 

3 7 08 .  The follow-
ing informant gives 
4 separa te cures : ]  
Dey say yo ' kin 
take in mea surin ' 
a man - well now , 

in yore husban 1 1 if yo ' don ' t want ' im tuh fool wit somebody , why yo ' could take 
an ' mea sure him when he ' s  sleep , if yo ' git a chance . Or eithah , yo ' f ix ' im to 
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pay no ' t enshun - have connection wit ' im  fo ' a chance tuh mea sure ' im  wit a 
piece of cord string , d i s  little cord string dat come off a vrapp in ' . An '  take 
an ' measure ' im  wit dat - j es '  de length of it . An ' den yo ' kin take an' t ie 
nine knot s  in it , an ' yo ' kin wear it in yor e sho e ,  or if yo ' kin .  put it down 
undah de innah sole of yore shoe , an ' he can ' t have anythin ' tuh do wit anybody 
els e .  

Den yo ' kin take a piece of new homespun . Jes ' lak yo ' be playin ' an ' yo ' 
have a p iece of new homespun about de bed , or sompin yo ' wus s ewin ' , an ' dey kin 
use dat af tah d ey git through.  Put it undah yore mattress an ' double it up in a 
piece of papah an ' put it  undah yore ma ttres s an ' he ain ' t  goin '  bo thah ' bout 
anyone . 

An ' den if a person gits where d ey kin ' t  bothah wit anybody an ' wants it taken 
off d em ,  dey kin go an ' steal a dishcloth - steal someone' s d ishclo th . An ' if 
dey go t greasy dishwatah dere,  dey j is '  skim off dat gr ease wit dat dishcloth an ' 
sgueeze it  up  in  dere . An ' den yo ' kin take dat dishclo th an ' use  it an ' wash it 
o f f  yor eself an ' dat will kill it out . An ' d en yo ' kin take an ' g i t  some cedar 
these cedar leaves . Don ' t chew know , yo ' ve seen dese cedar s in de cemetery . An ' 
take sulphur an ' sprinkle it ovah d em ,  an ' put a little f iah undah it , an ' yo ' 
kin kinda stand ovah dat an ' let dat smoke go ovah y o ' , an ' dat ' ll kill it . 

(Tha t will kill it , if his natUPe has been taken away from him - restore his 
natUPe . But you don ' t have to g et that cedar from the cemetery , you can g et it 
any place? ) 

Yes , anywhere .  Yo ' ain ' t gotta git it from de cemetery . [Yet , informant 
pref er s  graveyard . ]  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1256) , 2129 : 9 . ] 

CHICKEN EGG - IN MILK - SUCK RAW 
3 7 09 . Well , yo ' kin mix yo ' a glass  of sweet 
milk an ' yo ' kin crack yo ' a aig evah mawnin ' 
befo ' yo ' git  up an ' drink it evah mawnin ' .  

Da t ' s f o '  yore natUPe . 
(939 ) , 1520 : 6 . ] 

An ' in othah word s yo ' kin suck it raw . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

3710 . Lak yo ' got a husban ' an ' he g o  off an ' mes s  wit a woman , an ' she f ix 
' im  so dat yo ' can ' t  have connection wit ' im - can ' t discharge himself . 

CHICKEN EGG - BLUESTONE 
SWEET OIL = OLIVE OIL 
3 INGREDIENT S - RUB DOWN 

(How would she do that? ) 
Well , I don ' t know how she do dat but I kin tell yo ' 
how to untie it . 
(Well then , how do you untie it then? ) 
Yo ' go an ' get yo ' about that much twice of bluestone , 

get 10¢ bottle of sweet oil [ = olive oil ] , an ' g et de white of two egg s [ thr ee 
ingredient s ] , an ' put it all in dere an ' mix it tog ethah , an ' shake it up an ' dat 
bluestone will ' solve , an ' take it an ' rub yoreself down lak dat , an ' all around 
up in yo ' , an ' it will b e  all gone . 

(That ' s  for a man to do?  Or the woman? )  
It ' s  a woman . Man kin d o  it too , if a man is tied up so he can ' t do nuthin . 
(That will take off the sp ell if some other woman has put it on 4im? ) 
Yes . [ Norfolk, Va . ,  (48 6 ) , 5 6 6 : 5+85 . ]  
3 711 . Gunpowdah . Well , da t ' s fo ' natUPe - de gunpowdah an ' d e  yellah of a 

aig , it ' s  fo ' natUPe . 
(You take that ? )  

CHICKEN EGG Yas suh , take dat fo ' natUPe . 
GUNPOWDER [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1095 ) , 17 65 : 18 . ]  

3712 . Go out to  de henhouse an ' git  yo ' nine dry hen turd an ' put 
' em  in sompin an ' let dat watah git lukewarm . Take dat an ' s troke yo ' self down 
good . Jes ' lak yo ' exp ec t to go  dere tomorrah , why yo ' ll do  dat today . Den say , 
dat af tah tomorrah , de nex ' day , yo ' go an ' buy a little bot tle of  Heart Co �ogne , 
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CHICKEN MANURE - 9 PIECES - BATHE DOWNWARD 
HEARTS COLOGNE 

take a young roo ster off  de yard dat j es ' 

an ' go on back an ' bathe wit it . 
(That will restore his nature ? )  
Yessuh , an ' he do da t mo ' den one 
time . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 9) , 
2 3 9 7 : 2 . ]  
3 7 13 . An ' ano thah thing , yo ' could 

startin ' tuh crowin ' , git de g izzard . 

CHICKEN - YOUNG ROOSTER START IN ' TUH CROWIN ' 
An ' yo ' take da t giz zard out an ' 
peel da t inside skin , dat rough 
skin in dere , an ' j es ' poun ' dat 
up an ' put it in corn whiskey , 

HIS GIZZARD - WHI SKEY 

good corn whiskey or g in ,  an ' dat will make 
(That will b ring his aourage back? ) 

him stan ' up right away . 

Ye s , bring it right up . One dat j es ' start tuh crowin ' , start comin ' 
[ growing ] up . 

An ' de man who ' s takin ' it , why it ' ll grow,  it will increase evah day . [ Sum
ter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2399 : 2 .  ] 

3714 . Go an ' git ' im s ome aoon roo t [ see la ter ] an ' put it on some whiskey 
an ' drink it three times a day , or ei thah git ' im some lion tongue [ lion ' s 

COON ROOT - LION ' S TONGUE - WHI SKEY 
tongue - the spot ted wintergreen ] . 
(What is that , lion tongue? ) 
Some dis li ' le string stuf f dat grows in 

de woods , it ' s got  three or fo ' leaves on it an ' all o f  ' em runs out d iff ' ren ' 
ways , one runnin ' dis way an ' one runnin ' dat way - runnin ' ea st  an ' west an ' 
no ' th an ' south . 

(What does he do with that root then , j ust  chew that or ? )  
Chew it or eithah put it on whiskey an ' drink it . 
(This will bring back his nature . ) 
[ I  can see why any thing called Zion 's  tongue would b e  good-mag ic med ic ine , 

especially when soaked in whiskey ; but aoon [ racoon ] root does no t sound promis
ing . If aoon root is not a root-trade name , could it be : (1) the aoon grape of 
southeas tern U . S . A . , the Ampe Zopsis aordata , a woody vine with grapelike foliage 
bear ing inedib le b luish fruit ; or ( 2 )  the fox grape Vitus Zabrusaa? ] [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (1428 ) , 2 5 7 7 : 17 . ] 

3 7 15 . Beef gall is some time that is used to br ing a man ' s nature back when 
a woman done tied kno ts aroun ' - nine kno ts aroun ' ' er stomach . 

COW - BEEF GALL OF - CURES 9 KNOTS 
(Well , how would you hand le that?  How would 
he get his nature back? ) 
You use - take ord inary beef gall , if a man 

dr ink co ffee , or whatevah drink he drink . Take or ' nary beef gall an ' make cof fee 
or whatevah it is , make it strong enough dat yo ' kin put one drop into dat an ' he 
won ' t taste dat gall in dere , an ' let ' im drink it , yo ' see . An ' if a woman is 
got a kno t aroun ' ' er stomach , an ' she wears dem nine knots  aroun ' ' er s tomach to 
kill a man ' s nature , yo ' give him dat beef gall . Jis ' cont inue givin ' ' im dat 
beef gall , an ' when dat string bu ' st  on ' im , he ' ll become a normal man when dat 
string bu ' st  on ' er . Long as  he take da t beef gall an ' urinate thro ugh ' is 
penis , dat string will cont inue wearin ' - wearin ' - [ away ] . [ New Orleans , La . , 

COW HORN - SCRAPE UP - MAKE TEA OF IT 
(828 ) , 121 7 : 5 . ] 
3716 . Ah tell yo ' whut he kin do . Whut 
dey tell me is very good . Yo ' take dat 

cow ' s ho rn , yo ' know whut belong on a cow ' s haid , an ' yo ' scrape it up an ' let 
it - don ' t scrape it down . Git de shavings up da t way an ' make a tea out of it , 
an ' he dr ink that . Dat ' s as good a med ic ine as  yo ' want . 
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(That ' s t o  br ing h i s  natUPe back . ) 
Br ing it back . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1148 ) , 18 74 : 7 . ] 
3717 . If yo ' got a husban ' an ' he ' s runnin ' roun ' too much an ' not , yo ' know , 

any service to yo ' , why yo ' kin take a cord string an ' measure his thing . An '  
af tah yo ' measure it , take 

COW MILK - FOR 9 KNOT S IN MEASURING STRING ABOUT LEG an ' tie it up in nine knots 
an ' den wear it  roun ' yore 

laig . An ' den yo ' wear it roun ' yore laig an ' whenevah he git ready tub have a 
woman or anything , why he can ' t have ' em  an ' he won ' t know whut ' s de  mattah vit 
' im .  An ' he ' ll b e  dat way as long as yo ' keep dat str ing . BUT IF YO ' EVAH LOSE 
DE STRING , WHY HE ' LL BE JES ' LAK HE ALWAYS WUZ . 

He take sweet milk an ' bathe himself in it an ' he kin git rid o f  it - dat if 
he want s tub . Put cr eam or sweet milk . 

(If he was tied up that way by being measured? ) 
Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2558 : 7 . ] 
3718 . Den if he want s tub git r id of dat , he takes an ' gits ' im  a quart of 

sweet milk an ' washes ' isself down wit it . Then he kin go an ' have anybody he 
want s to . 

COW MILK - BATHE DOWN (He washes himself down . His whole body? ) 
Jes ' ' is private , yo ' know . 

(Couldn ' t he wash them up ? )  
Ah don ' t know , but dat whut dey always say , whenevah he wanta git r id dat . 

If anybody put anything lak dat on ' im so yo ' can ' t us e yo ' self , j es ' g it chew 
a quart of sweet milk an ' j es ' bathe yo ' self down wit it . An ' let dat stay der e .  
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (141 7 ) ,  2 551 : 7 . ] 

3 7 1 9 . (Is ther e anything that a man can do to get his natUPe back? ) 
Well , ah ' ve had a woman took a dishrag an ' kinda fixed me so ah couldn ' t have 

no othah woman but ' er . Ah ' ve tr ied othah women . Ah ' ve been a railroad man all 
de  time , lak ah 

COW MILK - BATHE DOWN 9 MORNINGS - OR BATHE IN RUNNING WATER runnin ' [ from 
her e ]  in to At 

lanta . No mattah how badly ah wanted dis woman , how much powah ah had , de minute 
ah lay down on dis woman - b e  wit ' er yo ' know - come to be  j es ' as limbah as de 
end of mah f ingah [demonstrat es ] dataway . But de onliest way dat ah evah cured 
.ahs elf of dat , git me some sweet milk an ' bath mahself down wit it nine mawnin ' &  
Dat ' ll g ive me a s  much power a s  ah evah d id have . Or ah ' ll go to some runnin ' 
vatah , watah dat ' s runnin ' , an ' bath off dataway . Dat ' ll give yo ' powah . 

(You go to running water and bathe? ) 
Bathe , or bathe in sweet milk . 
(How could you bathe there in running water ? ) 
Evah nine mawnin ' s .  
(Do you bathe up or down? ) 
Down , br ing in ' yo ' out all de time . Yo ' don ' t want nuthin tub drav back. Let 

it stretch out . [Waycross , Ga . , (1158 ) , 1931 : 1 . ] 
3 7 2 0 .  Dis is  a s tory of mahs elf . Well , ah f elt lak ah wuz messed up an '  ah 

went to a o l e  man down heah in d e  country an ' he tole me dat time, says , "Veil , 
Toa 1 yo 1 take · some sweet milk an 1 take a bath wit it . " 

COW MILK 
lATHE 3 MORNINGS WITH SWEET 
tHEN 6 MORNINGS WITH CLABBER 

Ah say , 11Well ,  how long ? "  
H e  says , "Well , yo ' take 
take yo ' bath wit it an1 

de las ' milk yo ' use . "  
Well , ah tuk de milk an ' 

an ' den he put sulphah in d i s  milk an ' den give it back 

dat three -VIIin' a .  An '  
bring me de milk back , 

carried it back to him 
to me , an' tole me co ' se 
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milk will clabbah , an ' fo ' me af tah tuh use it up to de ninth mawnin ' .  An ' so 
ah did so , an ' co ' se de milk had clabbahed an ' dat whey - dat sulphuh wuz in 
dere , kept it from turnin ' all to whey . It would not turn tuh whey , see . An ' 
shortly af tah , ah don ' know whut ah done tuh make it  do dat , but ah be  dogged 
if ah didn ' t git  s traightened out on it all right . 

IT . 

(You got your natuPe back? ) 
Go t it  on back , doggone right . 
(What did you do wi th that clabber then? ) 
AFTAH DE NINE MAWNIN ' S  WHY AH CARRIED IT BACK TUH ' IM ,  s ee .  CO ' S E HE BURIED 

(Well , what did you do with the clabber after that? ) 
Ah use dat milk right s tra ight on . 
(You kep t bathing with this clabber then until the ninth morning? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 507 ) , 267 5 : 2 . ] 
3 7 2 1 .  H e  kin bathe i n  sweet milk fuh nine mawnin ' s  - see , j i s '  de milk whut 

yo ' milk out o f  a cow ' s bag whilst it ' s  warm . An ' bathe his privates down fuh 
nine mawnin' s .  An ' take dat an ' sal tpetah , s ee an ' alum fuh nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 

dat ' ll bring ' is natuPe back to him . 
COW MILK - BATHE DOWN 9 MORNINGS 

ALSO ALUM AND SALTPETER 
(Do you take this milk bath s eparat ely or do 
you put this saltp eter and alum in it? ) 
No , yo ' s ee ,  y o '  ba the in de raw milk by it

s elf warm , j is ' as  it come outa de cow ' s bag . An ' af tah yo ' do da t fuh nine 
mawnin ' s  wit de milk , den yo ' see when yo ' take a bath , j is '  a or ' nary bath , yo ' 
bath fuh nine days in dat saltpetah an ' alum . An ' da t ' ll restore yore natuPe 
back . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) , 1520 : 14 . ] 

3 7 2 2 . (Now wha t would a man have to do to get rid of  that , if he wants to 
regain his natuPe? ) 

Bathe his s elf , his p erson in sweet milk an ' sp iri ts o f  turpentine nine nights 
or nine mawnin ' s .  An ' it ' ll come back to him , na tch ' ly [ naturally ] .  [Waycro s s , 
Ga . , (1144 ) , 1868 : 9 .  ] 

3 7 2 3 . (To remove this spell , if a man ha s put this spell on the woman . )  
To keep ' er f rom havin '  intahco ' se ,  s ee .  An ' evah time a man would go to 

her , his natuPe , yo ' know , his natuPe won ' t  rise on ' im .  

COW MILK - 3 BOTTLES OF 
BOTTLE 1 WASH WITH 

BOTTLE 2 DRINK HALF AND WASH WITH HALF 
BOTTLE 3 DRINK 

(And you were go ing to tell me how a man 
would regain his aouPage , his natuPe . )  
Yes , or a woman , s ee .  Now , if yo ' tPiak 
' em wit dat snail . 
(Yes , what about that milk now? This 
i s  to get the p erson ' s  aouPage back 
again.  All right . )  
All right . Yo ' take - yo ' buy a quar t 

of sweet milk , see , an ' yo ' wa sh wi t it . Eithah one kin wash wit it , see an ' 
throw dat away - j es '  wash wit milk see . De next , dr ink half  of de  milk out 
f irs t ;  an ' d en do i t  wit dis third bot tle , an ' den yo ' kin u s e  it . An ' yo ' kin 
s ee ,  yore aouPage go back to yo ' . See , dat ' s  to break de spell o f f  a person . 

(You use three b o t t les of milk . ) 
Yo ' use three b o t t les of  milk . 
(The f irst  bo ttle you wash with . ) 
De nex ' yo ' drink half of it an ' den wa sh wit it ,  s ee . 
(Wash wi th the o ther half and the third bottle you dr ink ,  and af ter the third 

bottle you are all right . )  [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1076) , 1743 : 1 . ] 
3 7 24 . [ Some of  the cylinders conta ining the interview of informant 962  were 

missed by my transcrib er . While I was rechecking them I trans cr ibed in p enc il 
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several o f  the rites and made a few brief no tes of other s .  iDtendiDS to return to 

COW MILK - COAL OIL - BATHE DOWN 
the cylinder s later for ca.plete transcrip tions 
o f  special ma ter ial . My origiDal. penciled note 
attached to this present stat� in the 

original manuscrip t  read s : Coa l  o i l & sweet mi lk bathe do!.m Memphis,. Tenn . .. 
1 554 : 5 - 962 good. ] 

3 7 25 . For manhood weakness ,  well dat female takes advantage . 
(How do you mean they take advantage? ) 
In d ey transport demselves an ' invite him to have a c t ion wi t dem an ' dey ketch 

de stu f f  an ' s tore it away , see . Might take it in a cloth an ' let ' im - maybe he 
lay down on it , sleep on it . 

CRO S SMARK - MADE 9 TIME S  WITH STOLEN DISHRAG Well ,  I ' ll advise him to go an ' 
s teal from ' is own - from ' is home 

a ole d ishrag , yo ' know , such a common thing , 
.awnin ' s  dataway and da taway [demons trates ] . 

wipe his s elf nine times or nine 

(Nine times each morning he wipes down and wipes acro s s  his • • • Nine times down 
this . Each and acro s s , or? ) 

No , nine times . See , fer nine mornings nine times , see ; but heah yo ' go . 
[Demons tra tes . ]  

( I  see , make the cro s s . )  
Yes , dat ' s  one time - j es '  count i t  as  one , see . 
(In other words , you make a cro s s  nine times ? )  
Yeah , nine mawnin ' s an ' each nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' do dis each mawnin ' .  
(Wha t else does he do then? ) 
Dat res tores ' i s manhood ,  yeah . Da t wipes it away . An ' den , when yo ' g i t  on 

dat , den yo ' takes de ole rag an ' yo ' s uppo s ed to do away wi t i t . 
Da t mo s tly come from de  female s ex , s e e . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (58 7 ) , 7 53 : 3 . ] 
3 7 2 6 . An ' de d ishrag in d e  same lak mannah . Take da t d i shrag an ' she ' ll wipe 

it , dry off  wi t da t d ishrag . Don ' t make no diff ' r ence if  it ' s  dry or if  it ' s  
been used in grease , an ' da t takes ' er courage away . Takes all de nature away 

CROS S MARK - MADE BY MAN MEASURING OVER HER OWN 
AFTER SHE HUNG HER GOWN ABOVE HIS HEAD - MEASURED HIM 
YIED KNOTS - AND WORE MEASURE ABOUT HER LEG OR WAI ST 
MAN WIPES SELF DOWN WITH WARM WATER - SALT - CEDAR OIL 

from ' em .  Now if a 
woman ties yo ' lak da t 
now de way dat she do , 
she ' ll wait till he ' s  
asleep an ' she ' ll mes s  
roun ' wit chew an ' 

she ' ll hang her gown or somp in ovah yore haid till yo ' go tuh sleep yo ' s ee 
[common rite] . An ' she ' ll git  a cord s tring an ' she ' ll measure de  leng th of yo ' ,  
an '  den when she mea sur e  d e  leng th of yo ' ,  she ' ll tie dat many kno ts in it , see . 
Den she ' ll tie i t  roun ' ' er laig , r ight around de  [ cal f ]  of  ' er laig , or else 
roun ' ' er wais ' .  Mo s t  of  de  time she tie it aroun ' dere . Well , yo ' find it an ' 
yo ' mis trust dat . Well den ,  yo ' don ' t know whut tuh do , yo ' tr ied evahthing , � 
to de doc tors [M . D . ' s ] an ' s t ill dey ain ' t done any good . Well , yo ' lay awake 
until yo ' ketch ' er asleep , an ' den yo ' slip to her an ' take d i s  cord s tr ing o f f  
o f  ' er .  An ' den when yo ' take d i s  cord str ing o f f  of ' er ,  while she ' s ' sleep , 
yo ' kin take d i s  same [ s tr ing ] in lak mannah an ' measure it [ her ] dis way , see . 
An '  when yo ' measur e it dat way , an ' den d i s  way , an ' yo ' tie i t  in s tring in 
clat shape . 

(In a round shape? ) 
Yes , an ' den yo ' take dat same s tr ing an ' yo ' sew it ; see , s ew i t  from d i s  

heah , da taway . Jes ' c u t  it o u t  an ' sew d a t  toge thah . An ' da t will git  off  yo ' 
an '  git on ' er .  

Den yo ' take yo ' some warm wa tah , as  warm a s  yo ' kin b ear i t , an ' put table 
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salt in it  an ' wash yo ' self real good . An ' git cedar o il an ' rub - j es '  yo ' self 
real good . An ' take yo ' a dry rag an ' wipe down . Dry it off real good an ' 
dat ' ll do away wit it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 2 7 3 7 : 9 . ]  

3 7 2 7 . [Her e is sur ely ONE OF THE MO ST ORIGINAL CURES IN FOLK MED IC INE , my 
only example of it - a man making the sign of the cross with his whole body over 

CRO S S  MARK - MADE BY MAN WITH HIS BODY - OVER HER BODY 
HIS HEAD WEST - HIS FEET EAST 

AFTER TAKING 9 SWALLOWS 9 MORNINGS OF 
2 EGGS - REARTS COLOGNE - GINGERALE 

the whole body of a 
woman ! ! ! ] 
If a man loses ' is na
ture an ' wants to  have 
a woman , why he kin 
take an ' g it ' im a a ig 

an ' a bottle of gingeral e or two aigs : a bottle of ging erale ,  an ' git him some 
Hearts Co logne , an ' take nine swallows eight mornings . Dat ' ll give him nature . 
An ' de f irst  woman da t he evah have communication wit , de first woman , why he 
j es '  lay right ' cross ' er .  Lay wit ' is head to de west an ' ' is f eet to de eas t  
[body fac ing east as  i n  burial , t o  see rising sun on resurrec t ion day ] . An ' den 
turn roun ' an ' lay stra ight up an ' down j es '  before he uses ' er .  Dat will bring 
' is nature back.  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1042 ) , 1690 : 5 . ] 

DEATH - IF SPELLCASTER DIES BEFORE CURE 
3 728 . If dey is b ind togethah dat way , 
an ' de individual dat b ind ' em ,  if dey 
[he ]  dies , well , dey ' ll always stay 

togethah . See , it ' s  no way tuh git it off aftah de individual is dead , yo ' see , 
da t de one da t did it , see .  [ See margin t itle IF EVILDOER DIES SPELL INCURABLE , 
p . 396 . ] [ New Orleans , La . , (1560) , 2854 : 3 . ] 

3729 . Mine wus caught . Mah watah wus caught in a bottle an ' wus buried , an ' 
dey took it up an ' put graveyard dirt wit it , an ' ah didn ' t have no nature to
wards mah life . 

Well , on account of dat ah wus in bad luck.  Me an ' mah wife couldn ' t  git 
along , an ' dey [a rootman] tole me dat it  wus somepin wus agains t me . An ' dis 

DEATH - BABY ' S  GRAVE - GO TO AT MIDNIGHT 
JUMP ACROSS  3 TIMES : FORWARDS - BACKWARDS - FORWARDS 

WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK 
SPELL CAUSED BY : URINE - GRAVEYARD DIRT - IN BOTTLE 

man told me dat de only 
thing dat ah would do , 
ah would have tuh go at 
twelve a ' clock at night 
in de cemetery . Well , 
dat ' s  somepin ah wus 

scared tuh do , but ah had tuh do it . An ' ah went an ' found - [ this man] say , 
ah mus t  f ind where a little one wus bur ied an ' j ump across de  grave thr ee times , 
j es '  frontwards dis way an' dis  way backwards ,  an ' frontwards ag ' in ,  an ' walk 
away from it an ' don ' t look back at all , j es '  keep on go in ' regardless to whut 
chew hear , don ' t look back , until yo ' git to de public highway and da t mean 
[ her e ,  public ] s treet , an ' den mah [ bad ] luck leave me . Ah [before this ] wus 
out of a j ob ,  couldn ' t  git no j ob or nuthin . An ' ah f elt dat i t  [ the spell on 
me and the cure]  wus true , ' cuz ah go t a good j ob an ' been workin ' evah s inc e .  

(Wha t cemetery did you g o  to? ) 
Laurel Grove , colored sec t ion dere . Yes sir , dere ' s  white an ' colored yo ' 

know der e .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 7 9 ) , 2175 : 5 . ] 
3 7 30 . Well , yo ' take de dishrag , if a woman has go t a run-aroun ' man an ' she 

take de dishrag - af tah she take de dishrag , wipe him wit de dishrag . Wipe h im  
wit d e  dishrag an ' iron it with a very ho t iron , an ' bury it  to de l e f t  s ide of 
a tree . When yo ' bury it to de left side o f  de  tree , dat will perish away all 
nature dey has fo ' any woman . He can ' t run aroun ' any mo ' ,  he ' ll have to s tay 
at home . 

Well now , if he don ' t go to de graveyard an ' den git  de graveyard dirt from 
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DEATH : PENNY IN  CENTER OF GRAVE - NAME OF GOD 
DIRT FROM HEAD AND FOOT - MIX WITH 

BRIMSTONE - MILK - SULPHUR - CURE FOR 
DISHRAG WIPED - IRONED WITH HOT IRON - BURIED LEFT OF TREE 

de head an ' de foo t , 
place a penny in d e  
centah of de  grave 
pay de grave fo ' whut 
chew git in de Name 
o f  de Lord . Take it  

b ack an ' mix brimstone , sulphur an ' sweet milk an ' drink i t . Well , i f  he don ' t 
do dat , he ' ll nevah b e  a man any mo ' .  He goes, to T . B .  

(But i f  he does tha t , i t  restores his nature . ) [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384 ) . 
2459 : 4 . ] 

3 7 31 .  D ir t  daub er nest will cure 
out der e ,  dem little waspses lak dat 

a per son if dey ' s hurt. Take dem waspses 
yo ' know , an ' if yo ' s  want tuh b e  wit a 

DIRT DAUBER NEST - SPIDER - NORTH CORNER OF SHIRTTAIL 
woman an ' she ' s dressed 
[by her husband ] , why 
yo ' go an ' git a dirt 

dauber ' s  nest an ' git some young spidah ' s  out der e ,  j es '  one or two of dem ,  an ' 
rub yore han ' s lak dat , an ' go an ' rub ' er ovah heah . An ' when yo ' rub dat , 
take de no ' th cornah of yor e shir ttail an ' rub it o f f  der e .  Yo ' put dat on d er e  
an ' yo ' go right o n  doin ' j es '  whut chew came to do . 

( If the woman is hurt what do you do for the woman then? ) 
She ain ' t hurt , she ' s j es '  dressed. Yes , j is '  dressed. Well , if yo ' take an ' 

put dat on a woman dressed lak dat yo ' know , yo ' couldn ' t  have nuthin tuh do wi t 
' er tuh save yor e life . 

(If  I thought some o ther man wa s fooling around with my woman , I would rub it  
where the s tuff won ' t hur t her . ) 

Yeah , j es '  take dat an ' smear it on ' er lak dat - on her person [ privates ] .  
(But you have to rub that over your own privates fir s t ? ) 
Yeah , an ' yo ' take de no ' th cornah of yore shir ttail an ' go dere an ' - dat 

stu f f  ah tole yo ' - an ' rub it  off lak dat . Take de shirttail , de no ' th cornah 
of it , an ' spread it out lak dat . An ' yo ' kin go right on to her . [ Wilson , 

DISHRAG - AFTER WIPING WITH - CONTINUE USING FOR DISHES 
N . Car . , (1513) , 2 6 80 : 6 . ]  
37 32 . Well , ah hear 
tell of people takin ' 

dere dishrag an ' us in ' de dishrag an ' carryin ' i t  back in de ki tchen an ' us in ' 
it de same as dey had evah used it b efo ' an ' dat s topped it . 

(After they had wiped wi th the di shrag they would keep on using i t ? ) 
U s e  it j es '  de same [ for the di shes ] .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1268) , 2147 : 11 . ] 
3 7 3 3 .  D ey say if a man can ' t git  up a hear t ,  say if he take a dishrag an ' 

bathe his self down wi t it - yo ' know , nobody don ' t know it but j es '  ' is s elf , an ' 

DISHRAG - BATHE DOWN 

Yes , take dat dishrag , 
(129 3 ) , 2194 : 10 . ] 

dey say dat what evah ' i s wi fe  or whoevah fixed ' im  lak 
dat , why he kin git right lak he always wus . 
(That is  all he has to do? ) 
dat ' s  all he do wit d e  di shrag . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 

37 34 .  (How could they g et their nature back? ) 
Ah brought a fellah back . Git hole o f  a dishrag dat lay on de table , j es '  

wash wi t it , j es '  take d e  dishrag an ' wipe hisself down heah . [Jacksonville , 

DISHRAG - STEAL - HE WIPES UP 
Fla . , (60 7 ) , 786 : 6+8 5 . ]  
3 7 3 5 . Whenevah she heah of ' im  makin ' love 
[ elsewhere ] , she wipe ' im  down wit a dishrag , 

an ' he cain ' t  bo ther with nobody but her . 
(If he ' s  b een triaked , if he ' s  b een tied up wi th this dishrag . Now what can 

he do to g et rid of it , you say? ) 
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S t eal a dishrag from anothah hous e .  He wipe hims elf up dataway . See , she 
wipes ' im down , an ' he wipes ' isself up dataway . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1490 )

-
,
--

2 6 61 : 1 7 . ] 
3 7 36 . [ They ] say , if a woman loves a man so  much dat she don ' t want ' im tuh 

go nowher e ,  j is '  wit , except ' er ,  [her e  is ] whut she did . She have got de dish
rag an ' wipe dat man , don ' t chew under stan ' ,  an ' she put it ovah de do ' or undah 

de step , don ' t chew unders tan ' .  When he go out 
DI SHRAG - STEALS AND WIPES WITH why evahth in '  j es '  s tays [as  it was ,  he b eing 

THROWS DOWN BEHIND HIM unab le to have another woman ] .  
But now , fo ' dat man tuh g it r id of  dat . He 

goes to some of ' i s neighbor ' s  hous e ,  yo ' under stan ' an ' s t eals a dishrag unb e
knownst  to any o f  ' em an ' he gits off from de hous e ,  why den throw it down [ d em
ons trates ] ,  an ' den dat r elieves ' im of dat trouble . 

(All he has to do af t er he gets this dishrag is to  leave the house wher e he 
stole it from .  An ' he j us t  [wipes with it and ] throws it down b ehind him? ) 

Dat ' s  r ight . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 5 ) , 2438 : 6 . ] 
3 7 3 7 . Well , yo ' wit wimmin folks an ' can ' t - can ' t even , yo ' know - yo ' ain ' t 

even got no nature . Well , it ' s  some othah wumman workin ' dat fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' take 

DISHRAG - STEAL AND WIPE DOWN 
WITH LEFT HAND THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

DON ' T  LOOK BACK AT IT 

a man dat runnin ' roun ' all de t ime , 
see wit dis wumman an ' dat wumman .  
Well , it ' s  some wumman gonna mess wit 
' im some way or ' nether . Well , j es '  
lak dis othah wumman is workin ' on ' im ,  

well yo ' take an ' go tuh anybody ' s  hous e an ' s t eal a dishrag an ' wipe o f f  wit it . 
Wipe yo ' self down , see . Well yo ' go  on out den an ' yo ' take it in yor e left hand 
an ' chunk it ovah yor e lef t shouldah an ' don ' t look back at  it , an ' dat ' ll break 
dat up . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 11 3 6 ) , 1849 : 2 . ] 

3 7 38 . A man kin take an ' kin slip a dishrag outa 
down wit dat dishrag , out some plac e to hisself , an ' 

de kitchen an ' wipe hisself 
throw it back lak dat [ d em

DISHRAG - STEAL - WIPE - OVER SHOULDER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
ons trates ] [ over his 
should er ] an ' don ' 
look back a t  it . Den 

yore nature will come back . [ Wilson , N. Car . , (14 9 7 ) , 2 6 6 6 : 1 6 . ] 
3 7 3 9 .  An ' den anothah way yo ' could stop ' er again . It j es '  lak if yo ' an ' 

' er comb ine togethah , an ' yo ' ca ' d  [ car ed ]  anything about ' er .  Well , yo ' may all 

DISHRAG - STEAL AND WIPE WITH 
THROW TO LEFT SIDE OF HER 

git through . D e  minute yo ' git through wit de 
intahco ' s e ,  yo ' undahs tan ' what I mean , j es '  take 
it an ' go to anybody house an ' s t eal a dishrag . 
See ,  a dishrag . See ,  a dishrag dat dey would 

argue ' bout - wondah who d e  d ishrag an ' so on . Yo ' undah stan ' what I mean . Well 
yo ' take dat an ' yo ' let it dry if it ' s  wet , de one dat dey wash de dishes wit . 
An ' when dey all have intahco ' s e ,  yo ' take an ' j es '  slip dat on her e ,  yo ' undah
stan ' an ' let ' er wipe wit da t , see . An ' when she us e dat , why den yo ' take an ' 
throw it across de lef t s ide of  ' er ,  see . Yo ' know , make out lak yo ' use it an ' 
when yo ' g i t s  through , throw it ovah on d e  left s id e ,  on de left side of  ' er .  
An ' den she nevah will have no us e fo ' no othah man . No o thah man will suit ' er 
out side of  yo ' . 

(You mean you throw it over on the lef t  side of  her on the b ed or on the f loor 
or wha t ? ) 

Right ovah de bed on de floor , on de  left side of ' er .  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 
( 5 2 5  to 530) , 638 : 2+8 5 . ]  

3740 . Yo ' kin steal a d ishrag an ' wip e on dat dishrag an ' throw dat dishrag 
away an ' dat ' ll take his nature unt il yo ' git dat dishrag back . 
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DISHRAG - STOLEN AND THROWN AWAY 
BY WOMAN WHERE SHE CAN FIND IT 

(The woman would wipe the man with tha t ? ) 
Yessuh ,  on de d ishrag . 
( I f  he want s his nature back he has to f ind 
the d ishrag , you say? ) 

[My ques tion shows that I have stopped record ing machine and am merely repeat ing 
what informant has said dur ing s toppage . ]  

Ya s suh ,  but chew throw d is dishrag where yo '  kin 
nature back . If he [ you]  j is '  don ' want ' is nature 
If yo ' nevah git dat d ishrag , his nature will nevah 

(Well , if he get s it back , then wha t ? ) 

f ind it  if he [ you] want ' is 
back , j is '  throw it anywhere .  
come back . 

Well , he b e  j is '  lak he always b een , if he git ' is nature back.  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 94 9 ) , 1 5 3 1 : 18 . ] 

3741 . ' Cuz ah have tr ied it . Dey tells me dat chew kin take de  cloth - yo ' 
kin have connec t ions wit a woman or couldn ' t  have it . If yo ' couldn ' t  have it , 

DISHRAG - STEAL AND USE - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
j es '  couldn ' t  have - j es '  
got limp , couldn ' t  do any
thing . Well , yo ' take a 

d ishrag , s tole it - even 
Wa sh wit it an ' throw it 

(Wha t will that  do ? )  

from your wif e or from someone else , an ' wipe wit it . 
in runnin ' watah . 

Dat will raise yore nachure . 
(Br ing it back? ) 
Yes . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1039 ) , 1685 : 3 . ] 
374 2 .  Well , he have tuh go tuh work den an ' j es '  b e  sharp enough to know whut 

it ' t is , an ' when she br ing dat rag back to him de nex ' time , do dat den he shet 

DISHRAG - USED AND WEIGHTED 
THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

it o f f  ' im . He have to take dat rag an ' keep it , 
an ' when yo ' git dat rag yo ' has to go to  swift 
runnin ' watah . Put somp in to it to make it s ink , 
go to swift-runnin ' watah an ' put a weight in it 

an ' chunk it from yo ' r ight out in de  stream . Dat ' ll carry dat r ight off yo ' .  
(Tha t will carry that  spell away and have his nature back aga in? ) 
Yes . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (107 4 ) , 1 7 3 9 : 4 . ] 
3743 . If a man is ga in '  away from home an ' he don ' t [want ] nobody to fool 

wit ' is wife but ' is s elf , he take a d ishrag what he wa sh dishes wit , an ' j es '  
s troke his wife  down three times an ' he carry it 

DISHRAG - WIPE 3 TIMES in ' is back pocket , an ' when he come back - she 
DOWN TO CLOSE - UP TO OPEN wouldn ' t  have no nature f er nobody but ' im - when 

he come back j es '  take de  rag an ' wipe it up three 
' er ,  she got d e  nature aga in . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , times an ' den he go on 

( 51 9 ) , 617 : 3 . ] 
3744 . She best tuh [ ha s  to ] fold it three time once and set there - set de  

iron on it fer thirty minutes an ' fold it  three times ag ' in an ' set  de iron on 

D ISHRAG - STEAL - WIPE UP 3 TIMES 
AFTER SUNSET 

HIDE UNDER SOMEONE ' S  HOUSE S ILL 

it f er thirty minutes an ' den she take it off . 
(What can I do to take that spell off? What 
can I do to get rid of  that ? )  
Yo ' know what yo ' have to do ? It ' s  been on 
me , see . Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' what ah knows 

about it . Ah went to a root man an ' ah paid ' im plenty an ' he to le me what to 
do . To take i t  [ spell o f  s exual impotenc e ]  off from yuh , yuh go tuh somebody 
hous e  - j es '  lak yore fr ien ' s - tell ' em  yuh want a dr ink of watah . If he trust 
yuh , yuh go on in de kitchen an ' yuh look aroun ' unt il yuh see a d ishrag . Stea l  
dat di shrag an ' yuh go on out somewhere in de night af tah sundown , an ' wipe yuh
s elf up three t ime s  lak dat . See , up - three t imes up . An ' take it an ' go tuh 
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somebody ' s  house , an ' hide it u p  undah de sill of ' i s house . Dat ' ll break it . 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , (549 ) , 687 : 1+8 5 . ] 

3745 . Yo ' takes a dishrag . Go tuh anybody ' s  home an ' de dishrag is hangin ' 
lak dey use it dis morning , yo ' go tuh dere ' long ' bout now so hit ' s  damp . Yo ' 

DISHRAG - STEAL - FACE EAST - WIPE DOWN 3 TIMES 
3 TIMES ACROSS LEFT TO RIGHT - MAKING CROSS 

WITH LEFT HAND THROW OVER SHOULDER 

s teal de dishrag . Don ' t ask 
fo ' i t  j es '  steal it . An ' go 
out tuh de way de sun rise an ' 
turn yore face , turn yor e  face 
dat way [ to east ] ,  turn yore 
back sunset , an ' yo ' takes an ' 

DON ' T  LOOK BACK OR SAY ANYTHING 

yo ' wipes three times straight 
onstrates ] .  

down wit de di shrag , den acro ss j es '  lak dat [ dem-

(That will cro s s  it out . ) 
[ Informant ' s  word s dOwn and then across , and my word s cross it out , show in-

formant makes sign of cro s s  3 t imes . ]  
Across yore stomic . 
(Oh , cro s s  your stomach . From lef t to right or right to lef t ? ) 
Bring it from de lef t tuh de right . An ' yo ' fo ld i t  tight , take it in yore 

lef ' han ' an ' throw it ovah yore head an ' go straight , don ' t look back . Go two 
blocks or mo '  straight . Don ' t look back , j es '  keep straight walkin ' .  Don ' say 
nuthin to nobody . It ' s  purtty hard tuh do ' cuz yo ' might meet somebody , but 
place yo ' self in a place whah yo ' won ' t have tuh even speak tuh nobody . An ' 
co ' se whatsomevah she got on yo ' crossed up , she gotta redo it ag ' in . But 
da t '  11 uncross yuh . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 1 2 . ] 

374 6 .  A di shrag i s  fo ' dis . If ah wuz ga in ' wi t ano thah woman an ' mah wife 
wanted me tuh stay at home an ' tried tuh ho ld me , she ' d  take dat dishrag aftah 

DISHRAG - REVERS ING SPELL WITH SAME RITE 
OR POWDER FROM 2 SNAIL SHELL S 

she had a intahco ' se wi t me . Take 
' it an ' wipe him off wit it an ' take 
hi t - she goes an ' steals de dishrag 
from someone else house , an ' takes it 

an ' aftah he have intahco ' se ,  he wipes i t  off an ' throws it away . An ' if  he 
don ' go an ' have i t  changed off , he ' ll nevah b e  any good . 

He ' ll go an ' s teal a dishrag de same way an ' fix ' er .  [ This i s  called return
ing the spe Z Z . ] An ' if he want s tuh fix ' er wi t ' out dat , he ' ll go an ' git ' im  
two snails an ' grind up de  shells in a dus t an ' when he git ready , git through 
havin '  a intahco ' se wit ' er ,  he powdahs ' er wit dis - same as talcum powdah . An ' 
i t ' s  mo ' t�ouble fo ' her tuh have anyone else . 

(She can ' t have anyone else? ) 
She can ' t have anyone else . [ Fayetteville , N . Car . , (1422) , 2562 : 4 . ] 
3 747 . (How could he get rid o f  that condition? ) 
De onliest thing dat I heered talk o f  dat , dat dey could do wit dat , i s  dat 

he ' d  have to s teal . He ' d  have to steal de di shrag - git  him a greasy dishrag , 

DISHRAG - STOLEN - WASH 9 MORNINGS WITH 
IN DISHWATER SHE USED 

but he ' d  have to steal i t . Steal de 
greasy di shrag . An ' he ' d  have to wash 
' is belly in greasy dishwatah , de wa tah 
dat she used , fo ' about nine morning s ,  

see , to wa sh dat o f f . Dat ' s de  only way 
(Wha t do you mean by saying he ' d  have 

dat he could git dat out of de skin . 
to get the greasy dishwater? What do 

you mean by that? ) 
Dat ' s  de watah dat yo ' wash dishes wi t .  
(Well , does he use that wa ter? ) 
Yes , sir , de watah dat she used . Gi t de wa tah 

watah da t she would have to use to git dat off of 
dat she used . 
' er .  

Well , dat ' s de 
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(Oh , I s ee . He wouldn ' t  have to do anything - use this dishwater . He doesn ' t  
need tha t . He ' d  use the dishrag . )  

Yes , s ir . Dat ' s  all he ' d  have to do , j is '  use dat dishrag - j is '  keep dat 
dishrag . Take dat dishrag an ' carry it  o f f  somewhere an ' when he git ready to 
use it , why he don ' t have to do nuthin but dampen it in dat dishwater . 

(Did he take the dishwater , too ? ) 
Yes , he take dat dishwatah an ' put i t  in a can or somepin o thah , an'  put it 

in a p lace where he kin go , where dere a in ' t  nobody won ' t  know it , yo ' koov, an ' 
keep it . 

(He mus t  get the dishwater tha t she has used? ) 
Yes , s ir . An ' when he git  ready to use it , an ' dis dishrag b e  dry , he would

n ' t do nu thin but soak it in der e ,  yo ' know , an ' take it  out an ' wash ' imself . 
Carry it  an ' put i t  back up until he git rid o f  da t .  [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (757) 1 
1040 : 1 . ] 

3748 . Ah know d i s  heah . If yo ' 
yo ' take her wit dat snail . An ' a t  

think yo ' got a woman an ' she ' s ind iff ' ren ' , 
night when yo ' happen tub be  foo lin ' aroun' , 

DISHRAG - STEAL - BATHE DOWN 9 MORNINGS 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 9 DAY S - CURES IMPOTENCE 

hand lin ' ovah ' er ,  yo ' pres s da t 
snail ovah ' er ,  grease  da t snail 
ovah ' er ,  an ' den de nex ' man -
if she ha s o thah ones about ' er ,  

when h e  g o  tub ' er ,  he can ' t git up no ' rec tion [ erec tion ] , yo ' see . Hit ' ll fall 
evah time . An ' de onliest way now - now here ' s  where tub conkah ' it .  When he 
find s out dat he can ' t  have no intahco ' se wit ' er ,  he ' d  s t ea l  a dishrag . He 
s teal a dishrag from some wumman ,  somebo dy ' s  p lace , an ' ba the his s elf down nine 
morning s - bathe his self down nine morning s  wit dat rag , an ' den take it  an ' bury 
it at de do ' s tep - d i s  same fellah ' s  do ' step now . An ' den af tah de nine day s 
he bury it  an ' let it  s tay nine day s. - a ftah nine day s he kin take ' er an ' screw 
' er j is '  as much a s  he wants . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1138 ) 1 1854 : 2 . ] 

3749 . All righ t ,  if  yo ' g o t  a woman or a man an ' yo ' don ' t want nobody els e 
tub have dem but chew . Take yo ' a dishrag out chure kitchen , yo ' know , lak de 

DISHRAG SHE U SED ON HIM 
MAN WASHE S  - STARCHES - IRONS 

people use - no t de  dishtowel , mean de dishc lo th 
an ' when yo ' make an ' intahco ' se wit dem ,  well 
yo ' take dat an ' dry yo ' self an ' dem , too , an ' 
dey couldn ' t  have nuthin else tub do wit nobody 

els e .  Dey ' ll fa ll evah time 
same as de dishrag - limbah . 

[ Now comes the cure . ] 

dey go tub make de intahco ' se .  Dey ' ll be  j es '  de 

Jes ' take dis same d i shc lo th - dey have tub back de way dey git it from,  an ' 
right . yo ' wash it  an ' s tarch an ' iron it  perfect , an ' evahthing will b e  all 

(Tha t i s  if he will do tha t ? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  ( 1210) 1 2 045 : 9 . ] 
3750 . Take a dishrag - j es '  a dishrag . 

off - take dat rag an ' dry him off  ' er s elf 
Lota women , yo ' know , wipe de  rag 

wit dat dishrag . An ' when he go to 

DISHRAG - STOLEN - WIPE DOWN - COAL O IL - MILK 
go wit ano thah woman , i t  will 
fa ll on ' im  evah time . 
Well ,  de  same thing work one 

way an ' it will work de o thah . He take - if he feel dat she did ' im  dataway , 
why he take a dishrag ag ' in - yo ' know he must  s teal one from somebody , o r  eithah 
if he got a home of ' is own , he kin take de d ishrag outa his house , an ' wa sh 
' is s elf down wit it . An ' take pure coal oil an ' rub ' isself down , an ' sweet milk 
aftah dat - fresh sweet milk . It ' s  all gone . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1046) 1 
17 02 : 6 . ] 

3 7 51 .  Ah ' ve been did lak dat . Yo ' kin take a man an ' he kin have intahco ' se 
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wi t a woman , say at  night , an ' prob ' ly yo ' s a man dat look af tah deyself [your
self ] [but ] don ' t pay attention to yor eself lak yo ' should all arnun ' peoples 

DISHRAG HIDDEN OVER DOOR BY HER 
MAN WASHES DI SHRAG IN MILK 9 MORNINGS 

BATHES WITH THI S MILK AND THROWS TO SUNRI SE 

yo ' undahs tan ' . Yo ' kin have 
intahco ' se  wi t a woman but dey no t 
bad . Well , now , prob ' ly she might 
have a wet towel layin ' up der e ,  
see . Well , yo ' prob ' ly done seen 

it . Well , she wipe yo ' off . An ' yo ' figure she ' d use dat towel . Well , she got 
a dishrag , undahs tan ' . Well , now she take dat dishrag an ' wipe off yore pr ivates 
an ' j es ' fold i t - wrap i t  up in a piece of  papah or somp in lak dat an ' put it up 
ovah de do ' . An '  j es ' AS LONG AS IT STAY DERE AN ' YO '  DON ' T WAKE UP TO DE INSIDE 
DOPE , well , yo ' can ' t have no othah woman but ' er . 

Well now , yo ' kin take dat - j es ' yo ' yoreself , no t de woman dat did it - yo ' 
kin take dat rag down . An ' den fo ' nine mawnin ' s wash dat rag in sweet milk , an ' 
when yo ' wash de rag in sweet milk , bath [not bathe ] yo ' self in it , yor e privates , 
an ' throw i t  sunrise fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

(You wash this rag in sweet milk , and then you take this sweet milk and bathe 
your self . )  

An ' b ath yor e pr ivates wit i t ,  an ' when yo ' git through why j es ' put de rag 
r ight back up , an ' throw it sunrise . 

(Throw the milk to the sunrise . )  
Fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
(What will that do ? )  
Takes i t  off . I t  go away den . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (118 6 ) , 2001 : 4 . ] 
3 7 5 2 . This boy was goin 1 with a girl and this girl was very much in love with 

this b oy ,  and she thought he was in love with someone else . And she didn ' t want 
him to b e . in love with anyone els e ,  and so she decided to fix him so that he 

DISHRAG STOLEN - BANDAGE FOR HALVED ONION 
couldn ' t have anything to do wi th 
anyone else excep ting her . Well one 
day - one night , tha t they wer e hav-

ing inter cour se with each other , she done away with the cloth that they had used . 
And this b oy was [b ecame ] impopetent [ impotent ] .  And so he didn ' t know what the 
troub le .  He went to a doc tor [M . D . ] .  The doctor told him it wa s in his back . 
Finally , one day he met a boy , and the boy told him what was the mat ter ; and told 
him to use an onion and split it in half , and use it on each s ide of him . And 
take and steal a dishcloth . 

(How would he use the onion on each side of him? Oh , I see . I unders tand . 
Yes , I know. All r ight , go ahead . )  

[A half of the onion is bound on each s ide of his penis . " I t  is no t s tated 
on the Telediphone cylind er that the dishcloth served as a bandage ,  but I tran
scribed the cylind er soon after i t  was recorded and r ememb er this detail" Ori
ginal pencil no te made at the time of transcript ion and now in original MS . ] 

And s teal a dishcloth from a neighbor , a kitchen , but do not let the neighbor 
know it . He did as the boy ins tructed and finally he got all right . But it took 
thr ee months before he was cur ed . 

[Af ter the rite was recorded , informant explained : " I t  didn ' t happen her e but 
it didn ' t happen far from her e about one year ago , "  1936 . ] [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
( 2 6 3 ) , 18 3 : 2  or 259 : 3  or 7 6  ins tead of  8 5  cylinder s difference . ]  

DISHRAG STOLEN - RED ONION HALVED 
RUBBED DOWN - THROWN OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

3753 . Dere wuz boy , he wuz g oin ' wit a 
gir l ,  an ' he went wit ano thah girl an ' 
she [ f ir s t  g irl ] caught up wit it . An ' 
so de nex ' time she [ f ir s t  gir l ]  had 

intahco ' se  wi t ' im  she took dis - his discharge , s topped it up in a bottle wit de 
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han ' ke ' chuf [used in wiping ] . An ' de  nex ' time he tr ied to make an' have intah
co ' se wit someone else he couldn ' t . So he went to de  doc tor [M.D . ] an ' d e  doc tor 
tole him he didn ' t know why it is . So he went to a root doc tor , an' de doator 
tole him to git  one onion an ' cut it in half an ' rub it - take one half in each 
hand an ' rub it [penis ] down , keep on rubb in ' it down till he got wet wit de 
j uice off de  onion ; an ' den , s t eal someone ' s  dishcloth an ' wip e i t ,  an '  throw it 
ovah ' i s lef t shouldah , an ' he ' d  be  all right . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (219) , 
13 2 : 1+8 5 ;  happened at Bolton , N .  Car . ] 

3 7 54 . A woman kin make a man lose his nature by taking a dishrag off de table 
an ' washin ' ' im undah ' is c lo thes a f tah he gits  through wit ' er .  

DISHRAG - URINE - BATHE WITH 
(Then what does he do to get his nature back? ) 
Bathes in ahambah lye , dat ' ll kill it . 
(Bathe what? ) 

De same way she wash ' im,  af tah she git through wit ' im wit a dishrag . He take 
a dishrag an ' bathe in ' is own ahambah lye . Dat ' ll kill it . 

(Any kind of a rag ? ) 
Any kind of  cloth . It  kin b e  a piece of c lothes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1385 ) , 

2464 : 1 0 . ] 
3 7 5 5 . Tuh git ' em apar t , yo ' gotta go right den ,  an ' if dey s tand it dey 

g otta eat a piece of dog . Jes ' - git a - kill anothah dog an ' git a piece of 
de meat outa de backbone right from de small part of de back . Git a p iec e 

of dat an ' cook it an ' give it to dem. 
DOG - EAT A PIEC E OF ANOTHER (What will that do then? ) 

Dat will shr ink ' em down an ' dey come apar t . 
[ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1074) , 173 9 : 2 . ] 

3 7 56 . (How would you take tha t away? )  
Well , de first thing yo ' would do , would git dis  thing - it ' s  in a powdahed 

form an ' den it ' s  in a lump form, but dey call it dragon b lood . Yo ' take dat 

DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - IN SHOES 9 DAYS - THEN CRO S S  ONE NAME 
OVER OTHER 9 TIMES - SPRINKLE SHOE DRAGON ' S  BLOOD ON NAMES 
LAY PAPER IN WOODSTOVE ASHPAN - SALT - HOT ASHES DROP ON 

an ' yo ' wear dat 
intuh yore shoes , 
j is '  de same as 
ah wu z  tellin ' yo ' 
' bout dat othah 

thing . Yo ' wear dat nine days . Den yo ' suppose tuh take dat out , an ' den yo ' 
suppo sed tuh take it an ' put it on a piece of  papah wit dose names writ ten j is '  
lak ah done tole yo ' befo ' . 

Now yo ' write mah name in one direct ion [ d emonstrates ] . Dat ' s  one person ' s  
name nine times . 

(What one do you write f ir s t ? )  
Write ei thah one , don ' t make any diff ' rence , j is '  since dey crossed . Yo ' 

undahs tan ' ,  yo ' cross de othah name wit de othah nine . An ' af tah yo ' do dat yo ' 
supposed tuh take dis piece of papah an ' spr inkle it wit dragon b lood dat yo ' wo ' 
in yo ' shoe on i t .  Den yo ' suppos ed tuh put a half box of salt on da t .  Now yo ' 
know how cookstoves are made , dose dat burn wood . Yo ' supposed to put i t  in de 
ashpan of dat . An ' it  ain ' t suppo sed tuh burn all at once , but a s  de hot coals 
drop down , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  den yo ' suppos ed t o  be r id of dat . 

(That will get rid o f  this thing , that woman d id t o  tie him up - [ this re
s tores ] his nature . )  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 915) , 148 2 : 2 . ] 

3 7 5 7 . De root of  de f ig tree i s  good, yo ' know, 
FIG TREE ROOT - SPANI SH FLY when a man - when he lo se hi s  [eeZin 's . Dey takes 

it an ' boil i t  an ' make a t ea out of i t ,  an ' den 
put a little , if yo ' kin git holt  of it - but yo ' hardly kin git it  now - but 
put hit an ' dis fig roo t t ogethah , if yo ' kin git holt  of i t .  Dey call it - a 
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little Spanish fly . Yo ' have to put dat an ' make a tea out o f  it , an ' dat wil l 
br ing ' im up . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . ,  (1361) , 2399 : 1 . ] 

5 INGREDIENTS : URINE - SALTPETER 
CINNAMON - HEARTS PERFUME - 9 NAIL S 

BATHE - THROW TO SUNRISE 

3 7 58 . (Well , suppose a man is tied up that 
way , how could he git r id of that ? )  
G it r id of dat? He would take dat perfume 
whut de call Hea�ts Pe�fume , c innamon,  
saltp etah an ' ahambah lye , his  own , wit 

nine ten-penny na il s . Takin ' a bath from head to f eet an ' throwin ' it out to
wards  sunr ise . Den she cain ' t do anythin ' unles s she g it s  wit ' im [ again] . Dat 
untie him .  [ New Orleans , La . , (1560) , 2853 : 4 . ] 

3 7 59 . [As a p iece o f  magic , what could be more logical mag ically than the 
f ollowing 5 ingred ient s :  1 of them p�iak ly , 3 o f  them �ed , and the 5th called 

5 INGREDIENTS 
PRICKLY ASH - CHERRY BARK - RED OAK 

RED PEPPER - LIFE EVERLAST ING 

life eve� lasting? ] But I ant ic ipate . The 
doato� who is ins truct ing me wil l explain 
why he uses each of the 5 ingredients . ]  
Well , now - case now dere ' s some man or 
some woman may come tub yo ' an ' tell yo ' 

dis [my instruction by the doato� begins ] . 
He say , "Listen. yo ' know one thing , "  says , " ah haven ' t  got no nat�e lef t at 

all - I ain ' t  go no naahure left . Ah want s tub have feelin ' fo ' mah ole man or 
mah ole woma n ,  an'  ah ain ' t got no f eelin ' s  lef t . "  

Yo ' say , "Well , all right , r ight . Ah ' ll tell yo '  whut ah ' ll do . "  Yo ' say , 
"Yo ' come ovah heah an' ah ' ll g ive yo ' somepin . "  

Well , all r ight . Yo ' walk out dere an ' yo ' go to a tr ee , an ' g it d i s  pr ickly 
ash . Yo ' know whut prickly ash is . Git dat ins ide bark - undahstan ' good - see , 
dat rough s ide yo ' know is got stickahs on it lak pins . Git de ins ide of dat 
pr ickly a sh bark . An ' go in de wood s an ' den git chew a [wild ] cherry tree an ' 
g it dat cherry bark . Git chew some cherry bark an ' de inside of a red oak bark,  
an ' it ' s  a kinda br ier dat dey call de life evahlastin '  [ the cudweed (not a kinda 
b�ie�) - see hayfever cure , FACI , 1st ed . ,  4498-449 9 ,  p . 216 . ] Git dat an ' boil 
dat togethah an ' when yo ' boil dat togethah , den yo ' strain dat . But yo ' wanta 
g it rain watah . Don ' t  git dis hydrant watah , git rain watah an ' yo ' boil all dat 
toge thah . An ' yo ' put about a half , j es '  about dat much , as  much cayenne peppah 
in dere as yo ' kin hold in yor e two f ingahs , see . An ' shake dat up togethah an ' 
let ' em take dat , see . An ' dat will give dem nature . An ' see , dis peppah is fo ' 
tub give yuh nature , an ' dis red-oak bark i s  f o ' tub cleanse yore blood , an ' dis 
pr ickly ash is tub make de man ' s thing stand . See , DAT ' S  WHY DEY CALL IT PRICKLY 
ASH . An ' dis  life evahlastin '  is supposed tub work yo ' ,  tub work de f ilth an ' 
stuff offa yo ' kidney ' s  an ' yo ' bladdah . See , evahthin ' yo ' gotta do wit dat is 
wrong . [Mobile , Ala . , (656) , ' 939 : 1 . ] 

3 7 60 .  A f ellah tole me that chew kin go to work an ' j est ket ch a toadf�og -
an ' if yor e natu�e gone , j e st take a toadf�og an ' j est rub in betwixt yor e leg s  

FROG O R  TOADFROG - RUB U P  3 TIME S  
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER - DO NOT LOOK BACK 

thr ee t imes [demonstrates ] .  
(Down or up ? That way? ) 
Up . Thataway thr ee times , an ' 

der an ' walk r ight on of f 
natu�e . 

then throw it ovah yor e lef t shoul
an ' don ' t nevah look back an ' say that wil l br ing yor e 

[As the discard ed frog spring s  up and hop s away , so  will the man ' s instrument 
spr ing up - provided he does not look back to see what the frog is doing . ] [Way
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1085 ) , 1 7 53 : 12 . ] 

3 7 61 . He kin g it ' is natu�e back ag ' in through de  same way ah said . He kin 
take some gourd s or one gourd an ' beat it up wit saltpetah an ' sulphur an ' j es '  
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Aa' 
GOURD - SALTPETER - SULPHUR 

bathe himself down dere - pah�ic 'lab daaa. 
take it to a rivah an ' throw 1� � • 
dat ' ll be , off  of  ' im an ' he ' ll � ja.' 

-· dea 
- he  

once wus . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (108 6 ) ,  175 5 : 6 . ] 
3 7 6 2 . Well , he kin take a new pocket handkerchief and let his wife wipe her 

fac e with it and watch where she put s it down . Take dis handkerchief �� h!. 

HANDKERCHIEF - NEW - CALL NAME 3 T IME S  
CHANGE FROM LEFT T O  RIGHT POCKET AT NOON 

put it in his lef thand pocke� aa�i1 
twelve ' clock that day and �hea take 
it out and put it in his righ� haDd 
pocket and call her name three �iaes. 

They claim that that will control her and s top her [ from other men ] . 
( If she is fooling around while he is gone . ) [Washington , D . C . , ( 63 9  DootoP 

Sims ) , 8 29 : 3 . ] 
3763 . Yo ' kin go where a bo ' hog has been . 
(A boar hog and you use his UPinate. ) 
No sub , git his , where his bowels move . An ' she take dat an ' use it about 

herself , an ' den don ' t take no wash off or nuthin lak dat an ' den be wit him .  

HOG MANURE 
He cain ' t  go wit no othah woman . [ This rite cou ld confuse a few 
readers , i t  momentarily confused me - the reason for my comment in 
the parenthesis . My informant says go whePe a bo ' hog has been.  

To be  c ertain that I under s tood , I immediately interpreted the words bo ' hog as  
boaP hog , no t hoPed , a castrated one . Informant did  not correct me . But looking 
back through the year s , was I correct ? She want s  him to be bo 'd except when with 
her . Perhaps a parallel has been or will be found . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 4 ) , 
1539 : 27 . ] 

3 7 64 . He can undo it [ impotence ]  with holy watah an ' dese flag lilies dat has 
de b ig red an ' yellow flower s dat grow in de yard . [Holy wat er in New Orleans 

HOLY WATER - FLAG LILY 
can b e  cons ecrated wat er from a Roman Catholic Church , 
or wat er ble s s ed by professional spiPitua ls or shr ine 
keep er s ; but commerc ial s eller s here and elsewhere 

prefer holy o il . ] Well , j is '  git one or two of de buds , little leafs , an ' de 
small leaf of de lily , an ' yo ' put it in a lit tle ho t watah an ' let it steep an ' 
make a t ea . [ The wat er becomes holy by reading Scripture over it , usually part 
of a Psalm ,  or somet imes a prayer . ]  Yo ' wa sh off wit dat an ' it [ a ilment ] will 
be all gone . Dat will remove de spell . Dat will relieve . [ New Orleans , La . ,  
(80 3 or 804) , 1126 : 1 . ] 

3 7 6 5 . If a man loses ' is natUPe 
place yo ' buy dese things . An ' git  

from tPickePy , d i s  is one case yo ' go to  de 
some John de Conkah an ' bo il i t  an ' slip it 

JOHN DE CONKER - 9 TIMES A CLEAN NUMBER 
on de  side [ of ]  b ed at night j is '  lak 
it ' s  a pan of watah or s amepin . An ' 
he goes to sleep an ' bathes ' is s tom

ach nightly , yo ' know , wit dat , or eithah make him do it thinkin ' dat it ' s  or
dinary watah an ' soap . An ' aftah he ' s  bathed wit dat , say nine t imes - da t ' s  a 
olean numbeP� nine - an ' he bathes wit dat nine times , he begins to git  ' is na
ture back , becuz dat John de Conkah kills de thing dat de othah person put o n  
' tm  t o  make him los e  his natUPe . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (9 7 3 ) , 157 5 : 5 . ] 

MANDRAKE 

MEASURE FOR MEASURE 

37 6 6 . Mandrake root is a mighty powerful root fo ' to build 
up yore nature . Hit ' s  a kinda blood roo t , an ' green of 
[ something ] roo t , hit ' s  good fo ' blood , too . [ Waycross , 
Ga . , (1138 ) , 18 54 : 5 . ] 
3 7 6 7 . She can measure a man ' s privates an ' this man won ' t 
be  able to go with ano ther woman unt il he finds out [ that 

he ha s been measured ]  and measures her [ the woman who did the measuring ] .  Then 
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he can go with another woman . They tie this string in a tree r oot . [Freder
icksburg . Va • • (64 ) 1 by Ediphone . ]  

3 7 6 8 . Heah ' s  whut she do . she git  de giz zard of  a mockin ' b ird an ' [ or ]  de 
dog gi22aPd1 an ' if de man is tied Up 1 yo ' knOW 1 DOC 1 an ' yo ' wanta git loose . 

Is dat whut chew mean? 
MOCKINGB IRD GIZZARD - DOG GIZZARD 

DOWNWARD 9 T IMES 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
I f  de man is tied up an ' he wanta git loose . 
an ' de  woman whut he go in '  wit wanta g i t  ' im 

loo s e .  an ' de woman or he git a giz zard from de  mockin ' b ird . An ' he take de 
giz zard while it ' s  b loody - lak it is j es '  from de bird . Don ' t cook it  or do 
anythin ' wit it . An ' put on ' is self an ' j es '  take de  giz zard an ' put nine times . 
Draw dis g iz zard down ' is penis nine times . An ' dat will bring his natUPe back . 
[ Savannah . Ga • • (1269) 1 2 149 : 1 . ] 

3 7 69 . Whilst he ' s  as leep at night . takin ' a cord an ' takin ' de full leng th 
of ' is p r ivate . tyin ' nine knots in it 1 wearin ' ti aroun ' ' er waist . an ' he ' d  

lose all amb it ion fer outside women . He 
NAILS- 5-WATER kin go • • • •  

TO COUNTERACT MEASURING AND 9 KNOTS (What d id you say? ) 

until he take some 
(Wait a minute ! 

Five of  ' em .  

He ' ll be dataway . no u s e  fer out s ide women . 
p enny nail - five penny-nails . 

The p enny-nails . you take five of them? ) 

(Yes? ) = [ Continue . ]  
Put ' em in a quart  bottle of wa tah an ' drinkin ' de  wa tah off it . Dat  will 

release him . 
(That will give him the advantage . take that away from him? ) 
Absolutely . [New Orleans 1 La . 1 (8 79 )  1 14 49 : 9 . ]  
3 7 7 0 .  Nine penny-nails 1 put [ in]  a quart bot tle of watah an ' take it three 

times a day . see . Dat will kill dat wha t she give yo ' .  De way she goes in dat 

NAILS 9 - A CURE FOR 9 KNOTS 
way - undahs tan 1 1  whenevah yo ' have connect ion 
wit ' er 1  any d ischarge she wip e wit a han ' ke ' ch ' e f 
o f  some kind 1 an ' you [ she ] tie nine knots in it 

an ' tie it aroun ' ' er wai s t . see . Well . dat make s ' im lose amb it ion fer de 
[ other ] woman . He may be  hard an ' he may aim to get on to marry de woman . den 
he fall 1 los es ambition fer no one else but ' er .  [New Or leans . La • • (8 1 6 ) 1 
1154 : 9 . ] 

3 7 7 1 .  Well 1 if a woman got a man tied up an ' h e  comes tuh yo ' an ' he ' s  yore 
fren ' an ' cain 1 t 1  yo ' know . go tuh bed wit yo ' an ' cain ' t do no business . Well . 

NECKTIE - TIED IN HARD KNOT 
if he don ' wear no t ie 1  make him wear a tie when 
he comes tuh yore house . an ' when he cain ' t git up 
an1 still cain ' t do nuthin 1 let ' im  go home an 1 

wear dat t ie tuh ' is house . back tuh ' is house where he come from an ' unt ie d i s  
t ie 1  an ' t i e  it on de  foot o f  d e  bed 1 anywhere o n  de bed i n  a hard knot . He 
take de tie off an ' when he take it off 1 j is '  tie it in a hard knot . Den leave 
it dere an ' let de white folks . or whosomevah works dere unt ie it . Yo ' see . 
Don ' t  chew untie it . Let ' er untie it . She tie yo ' . let ' er untie yo ' . Den yo ' 
come back . Yo ' go back an ' don ' go tuh bed wit ' er 1  cuz yo ' see she ' ll take it 
off de nex ' day . Den dat night yo ' go back tuh yor e fren ' an ' den yo ' go tuh bed 
an ' yo ' kin go wit ' er .  

(He leaves his tie on the bed and his wi fe will untie it? Then he ' s  untied ? ) 
Yeah . [Algier s .  La • • (1601) 1 302 2 : 6 . ] 
3 7 7 2 .  Dere ' s  somepin in d e  wood s dey call a bull nettle . Yo ' go in de wood s 

an ' g i t  chew some bull net tle an ' take yo ' ' bout a halfa pint of whiskey . an ' yo ' 
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let dat bull net tle s e t tle in dere an '  evah mawn ' 
NETTLE 

( 1) BULL NETTLE - WHI SKEY 
in ' o r  two yo ' git up an ' take a teaspoonful . 
Drink about a teaspoonful evah mavnin' an '  carries 
it along . I t ' ll br ing yo ' nature back to yo ' .  

[ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1159 ) , 1 9 34 : 4 . ] 
37 7 3 .  Go to d e  cemetery an ' he git de 

a he an ' [ the o ther ' s ] a she . He g i t  dat 
two net tles call bull nettle - one ' s 
bull net tle out de c emetery close by 

( 2 )  BULL NETTLE - HE AND SHE - FROM GRAVEYARD 
NEW 2 DOLLAR B ILL - RUB UP 

somebody ' s  grave an ' be chew 
dat . 
(Which does  he get , the he or 
the she? ) 

De he , an ' he chews dat . An ' he ' d  make him a tonic o f  dat an ' dr ink it an ' evah
thing will b e  all right fo ' a while , but go to de  bank an ' git chew a bran ' -nev 
two-dollah b ill an ' take it an ' rub it  dat way about ten minute , an ' go o n  ' bout 
' is busines s .  

(HE RUBS HIS TOOL WITH THAT NEW TWO-DOLLAR BILL ? )  
BRAN ' -NEW ONE NOBODY AIN ' T  USED - TWO-DOLLAH BILL . HE ' LL COME [ACTIVE AND 

SPRY ] AN '  TELL YO ' "GOOD MA WNIN ' " AN '  "HOWDY. " 
(But he has to use b o th the bull net tle and the two-dollar b ill together ? )  
[My as sumpt ion was probably based upon the double greet ing ! ] 

Yo ' don ' t have to . Well , if he can ' t git dis , he gits  de b ran ' -new two-dollah 
b ill . 

Yes sir , he gits one or de  o thah . 
( I f  he can ' t ge t this bull net tle out o f  the graveyard , then he will get this 

new two-dollar b ill and he rub s up with it . That the idea? ) 
Take i t  an ' rub de  haid o f  it [ d emonstrates ] till he g i t s  hot as • • • •  
(Twis ting around the head . )  
Keep it  [ up ]  until he j es '  commence tuh • • • •  
[ I t is evident that this sma Z Z-time R. D. ( I  call him sma Z Z- time root doctor in 

my notes ) was demons trating , rubb ing an imaginary two-dollar b ill in his r ight 
hand agains t his upr ight left  thumb or fist  sub s tituting for the ail ing member . 
The lacunae , delet ions by transcriber o f  cylinders no t res tored by me , can be 
guessed . ]  

(That brings his nature back . ) 
An ' den ,  see heah - den he goes tuh work,  s omebody [ root  doc tor ] will show ' im 

dat [ he has b een tricked] . He goes tuh work an ' f ind dat clo th [ she used ] . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 2 3 ) , 207 8 : 9 . ] 

3 7 7 4 . Well ah ' m  tell in ' yo ' fac t s  about dat , but ah 'm tell in ' yo ' s ome things 
dat ah have heard - but it ' s  ac tually . But now , would yo ' lak t o  know how to 

( 3 )  BULL NETTLE - 9 CO CKLEBURS - 3 TABLE SPOONS OF URINE 
MAYPOP OR PAS S IONFLOWER - HEARTS COLOGNE - 9 DAYS 

remove dis  spell?  
(What I could do o r  
any man could do . )  
Anyone . Well , ah 

tell yo ' s omep in dat ah have heard about l a s t  year - year b e fo ' las t . An ' dere 
vuz a man dat had s ome serious disease an ' dey didn ' t know about , an ' a lady wuz 
tell in ' me what [would ] it cos t to remove dat . I t  would b e  a very small s um .  
Co s t  yo ' prob ' ly 15¢ . Well , I told de lady , I said , "Well , I know someone could 
rel ieve de spell . "  She said , "He ' s  go t money b ecuz he draws money from de Gov
ernment , an ' he would be able to pay any amount - any price . "  I said , "Well , I 
know a person dat would remove de spell an ' he wouldn ' t  charge ovah $ 2 5 , but I ' m  
j es '  a person , o f  co ' se . "  

[The preceding , I 'm j es ' a personJ of co 'se , means the speaker wa s  no t a doc
tor. She sold medicineJ rootsJ powders , etc . Every aspec t of the hoodoo f ield 
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was known t o  her . She also had p ersonality and brains . ]  
She said , "Go ahead , ah ' m  gain ' s end ' im aroun ' to talk to you . " An ' ah said , 

"Well , now , i f  yo ' know de person really would have de money , ah ' ll talk to him , 
but if no t ,  ah wouldn ' t  care to talk to him ; but ah know dat dis spell will b e  
r emoved wit ' in nine days . "  SHE SAID , "WELL , COULD YO ' GIT IN TOUCH WIT DE MAN? "  
AH SAID , "YES , I SELL MED IC INE FO ' HIM SOMETIMES . An ' I could go to him wit d e  
money an ' I could git de  medicine f o ' him . " Well , s o  when she s ent ' im  down , he 
wuz very anxious to talk wit ' im an ' HE ACTUALLY PAID ME $ 2 5 . 

WELL , NOW, AH TELL YO ' WHUT CHEW GIT . DAT DO ESN ' T  MEAN D I S  PAHTIK ' LAH SPELL 
REGARDLES S TO WHUT KIND OF WAY DEY PUT DAT SPELL ON YO ' . 

(THEY PUT IT ON IN D IFFERENT WAYS . )  
MORE DAN TEN D IFF ' REN ' WAYS . 
Well , now , say f er instance , do yo ' know whut hull ' s  net t l e  ar e ?  
( It ' s  a plant that little prongs [ thorns ] o n  it ? )  
[ I  WAS THINKING OF HORSE NETTLE WHICH I KNEW QU ITE WELL . ]  
Has st ingahs on it . S t ingahs . Has somep in in de form o f  d e  way a hull ' s  

[ something hang s ] . Yo ' see dat . 
( I t ' s  a plant , i sn ' t  it? ) 
I t ' s a plant , an ' if yo ' touch one of dose ball ' s ,  it will st ing yo ' .  
( It ' s  called the bull nettle? )  
Bull nettle . Well yo ' git de root o f  dat . I t  has de  very form of a man ' s 

privat e s . Yo ' have nevah seen dat ? 
( I  have never s een that . )  
[ I  have a f ew examples o f  roo t shapes in HOODOO , snake and man and woman being 

important . Thes e  and o ther shap es known and s ought for centur ies had b een dying 
out in my time , with the d i sappearance o f  the old herb or root doctor who gather
ed his own roots . Perhaps the r ecent revival o f  witchcraft , all kinds o f  isms 
and sup erstit ions , will revive the roo t trade . ]  

Were yo ' born in de  South? 
(No , I wasn ' t  born in the Sou th . ) 

D ey grow mostly in dis state [Alabama ] , Louisiana , Mississipp i , Georg ia - roun ' 
lak dat . 

Well , now , yo ' go an ' dig dis root up . I t  has de  very shape of a man . Yo ' 
take dat root an ' dry it . Yo ' keep it in a bottle of Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' git 
it ' s  ano thah little p lant , ah can ' t g i t  it ' s  name r ight dis minut e ,  but ah will 
t ell yo ' latah . 

[ I  turn o f f  recording machine unt il she says , "Like a tomato . " ]  
(Like a tomato ? I s  it the cas tor o i l  plant ? ) 
No , no , it ' s  a p lant dat has stickahs on it . 
(Tell the plot [ rite or cur e ]  to  me . You might think of the name of the p lant 

later on . ) 
[ She t ells another r emedy for the same ailment . ]  
It ' s  f er de same thing . But yo ' know what cocklebur s ar e ?  
(Yes . )  
Yo ' kin git nine co ckleburs an ' yo ' kin mix ' em wit d i s  same root dat ah tole 

yo ' an ' put i t  in a bottle . 
(You get the nine co cklebur s and put them in thi s bottle with the bull net tle?) 
Dat ' s  r ight , an ' put de  cont ent s of a 15¢ bottle of Hearts Co logne in d i s  

bottle , an ' den three tablespoons of ur ine . 
(Who s e  urine? ) 
D is person ' s urine , who evah has dis spell on dem . An ' yo ' take a p iece of nev 

linen clo th , aftah dey have had dere bath in de  mawnin ' an ' j es '  bathe demselves
wit dat paht iklah stuf f .  
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(This liquid . ) 
Oat ' s  right . An ' den make a tea of dis hull ' s  nettle an ' drink a swallah of 

it evah mawnin ' fo ' nine morning s ,  an ' it will absolutely disapp ear . 
(Take that spell o f f ? ) 
Oat ' s  r ight . An ' WHEN DIS  PERSON IS  TAKIN '  D I S  TREATMENT , DEY ARE NOT SUP 

POSED TO MENT ION TO ANYONE DAT DEY ARE GOIN ' UNDAH IT . 
(They must  keep it secr et . )  
[ Several days later I asked Mr s .  Brady to come for ano ther interview. some of 

her ma terial had been badly r ecorded . ]  
Yo ' remembah me tellin ' yo ' about de bull nettle . An ' yo '  remembah ah tole 

yo ' dere wus anothah weed dat grow in de yard dat chew use in connection wit dat 
one pahtiklah weed . I t ' s  called tread salve - t-r-e-a-d s-a-1-v-e . It has a 
little yellah ball growin ' on de weed somepin lak a tomato . Yo ' know what dat 
[ tomato ] is . Well , yo ' kin ask any southerner , dey kin tell you . Dey grows in 
all southern yards an ' in de commons out in de fields or in de yards . [ For the 
identity of this plant , see later . ]  

Now dat is somepin fo ' removin ' de spell dat we were speakin ' of - yo ' know , 
dat p eople place on people . 

[ I  once thought preced ing y el low tomato was the mayapple , Podophy llum pe lta
tum, a plant I had known from childhood , having eaten its tas tele ss egg- shap ed 
fruit . Later I realized it must  be the maypop ,  a pas sionf lower (descr ibed some
where in HOODOO) , the Pass iflora incarnata of the southern U . S . A . ; also an in
sipid , yellow , applelike fruit . ]  [ Both par ts of the preced ing rite came from 
Mobile , Ala . , (650) , 842 : 2f .  & 94 6 : 1 . ] 

3 7 7 5 .  She git a di shrag an ' she ' ll tie three knot s  in it : ONE ON DE END AN ' 
ONE IN DE MIDDLES AN '  ONE ON DE OTHAH END - make three knots . She ' ll have dat 

( 4 )  HORSE NETTLE - WHI SKEY - 9 MORNINGS 
CURE FOR 3 KNOTS IN DISHRAG 

rag damp . When yo ' make a connec
tion wit ' er dat night , she won ' t 
come her self . Yo ' under stan ' whut 
ah talkin ' about . She ' ll make yo ' 

do it . When she do ' s  dat she ' ll tie it up an ' she ' ll put it  undahneat ' her mat
tr ess right undah yore haid , where yo ' won ' t know nuthin about it . An ' prob ' ly 
yo ' go dere to anothah woman to try to  make a connection wi t ' er .  It ' ll be hard 
when yo ' git up dere , but af tah yo ' git up an ' start i t ' ll j es '  fall right down . 

[ Here follows the cur e for the preced ing rite . ] 
Dere ' s  a weed grows in de woods , d ey call it a horse nettle . I t ' s  a little 

weed dat ha s a lit tle button on it - little berry , yo ' see - an ' de root is 
about dat long . An ' dat root got lit tle lumps in it . Evah two or thr ee inches 
dat root got a little kno t in i t .  Well yo ' take dat an ' yo ' dr ink dat fo ' about 
nine mawnin 1 s .  

(What do you do with that root ? )  
Well , if anybody know it , dey kin go out in a country place an ' git it . Yo ' 

takes it an ' yo ' cuts it up , an ' put s it in a bottle , an ' yo ' PO ' SOME OF DIS 
GOOD WH ISKEY ON IT , an ' dr ink it fo ' nine mawnin ' s , an ' dat ' ll bring it back to 
yo ' .  

(Br ing his nature back . )  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1262) , 2144 : 12 . ] 
3 7 7 6 . To cur e  tied up [ us e ]  a root round like a carrot . Chew call ' em  hor se 

nettle . 
Cut it up j es '  lak carrot an ' put it in whiskey an ' den dat brings a man ' s  

powah back up ag ' in .  
(You cut like wha t ? ) 
Jes ' lak yo ' cut okra - j es '  lak yo ' cut up okra an ' drink it [with whiskey ] ,  

an ' dat will br ing yo ' powah back ag ' in .  An ' when yo ' git yo ' powah back ag ' in , 
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yo ' ll have no feelin ' s  fer da t [whiskey? ] . [Charles ton , S . Car . , (519) , 6 17 : 2+85 . ]  
3 7 7 7 . Go out in de  woods an ' git a bush whut chew call a stingin ' nettle , an ' 

dig it up an ' git de root o f f  it , an ' chew de root an ' swallow de j uice . It  will 

(5)  STINGING NETTLE - ROOT CHEWED 

(6)  STINGING NETTLE - ROOT BOILED WITH 
HONEY - SALT - SUGAR - 9 MORNINGS 

bring mos ' any man natUPe back - ole 
man , young man - mo s '  of ' em .  [ Sum
t er , s .  Car . , (1364) , 2406 : 3 . ]  
3 7 78 . Git chew some stingin ' net
t les - know dose thing ah mean . Git 
chew a root of do se an ' b oil ' em , an ' 
put some honey , sugar an ' sal t  in 

dere , an ' take it fo ' 
(What kind of  salt 
Tab le salt . 

nine mawnin ' s - nex ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' da t ' ll bring it back . 
did you put in tha t ? ) 

(That will bring his natUPe back . ) [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1043 ) , 1693 : 5 . ]  
3 7 7 8 . If  he ' s  runnin ' roun ' wit wimmin , she could take his aoUPage away from 

' im . Well , she could take his aoUPage by wipin ' ' im . Him an ' ' er have a connec
t ion an ' she could take it wit ' er undahcloth , or she could take it wit de dish
rag . Each one of  de ways is diff ' ren ' . Yo ' would have to use a dif f ' ren ' r emedy 

( 7 )  STINGING NETTLE - OR SANDY PEA ROOT 
REMEDY DEPEND ING ON HOW SPELL CAST 

METHOD OF SPELL CALLED HAND 

on eac h  one of de ways to git dat 
han 1 o f fa yo 1 • 
[ Inf ormant calls the undercloth and 
d ishrag hands (see pp . 519-669) , 
which they are . ] · 

If she take it with de dishrag , why yo ' kin go out in de woods an ' git  chew a 
stingin ' net tle roo t . I t  got roo t s  on i t  j es '  lak a nut branch , j es '  lak nut 
branch , an ' yo ' go down until yo ' git to  de third nut an ' yo ' take dat nut an ' 
make a tea out of  it , an ' da t ' ll knock dat out . 

(You mean you swallow the tea then and that  will bring back the aoUPage , if 
you have been fixed up with the dishrag . )  

Den if yo ' been fixed up wit ' er undahclothes , den yo ' have to take de sandy 
pea roo t . An' hit don ' have any nut s  atall on it . It ' s  j es '  a root  da t goes off 
lak dat . Ah ' ve been in da t condition. 

Well , now yo ' take dat s talk up an ' den git de root of it , an ' j es '  clip de 
whole root off  an ' den put it in a bottle of wa tah , ab out a quar t  of watah an ' 
take drinks offa dat . Now , dat ain ' t nuthin - j es '  as  quick as  dis othah one , 
yo ' ll have to take drinks offa dat , too . 

(This sandy pea root , is that the same as  that  they call the shame briar ? )  
Ah ' clare ah don ' know , De onlies t  name ah know is de sandy pea root . [Wil

son , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 9 ) , 265 9 : 5 . ]  
3 7 7 9 . De same as dey would have a connec tion wit ' im , an ' take dat cloth an ' 

t ie it into nine kno t s ,  an ' wear it in de toe of dere shoe , but now whut else dey 
would do wit i t  ah d on ' t know . 

9 NEW TOWEL S 
9 WIPINGS 
9 MORNINGS 

9 D ISCARDED TOWEL S 
CURE FOR 

9 KNOTS IN BEDCLOTH 
WORN IN SHOE 

(That is to take away a man ' s  natUPe ? )  
Take his natUPe from him . 
[ Informant continues but I turn off  machine until he begins 
something of promise : ]  
(You went to  a fellow , you say? ) 

Yes . 
(Wa s he one of these wise peop Ze ? )  
Yes sir , an ' he tole me some thing s tuh do . 
(What did he tell you to do ? )  

He tole me tuh go on back an ' evah mawnin ' when ah rise from de bed , go on an ' 
git me a towel . In othah word s tuh buy me nine new towels an ' evah mawnin ' take 
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one dos e  towels  an ' wash good wit it , an ' when ah g it through wit it , throw it 
away an ' don ' t u s e  it any mo ' .  Fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  So ah did dat an ' it kind& 
brought me back . 

(You did that and it brought back your natu�e ? )  
Yes s ir . 
(Well , now , you didn ' t wash with anything special? You j us t  dry with that ? )  
Jes ' a common towel . 
(And you think that this woman fixed you up by tying those kno t s  in that 

towel? ) 
Yes s ir .  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1286) , 2183 : 5 . ]  
3 7 8 0 . If a man have a bad disease , yo ' kin git de 

out s ide , of a gum tree , an ' de  bark from de eas t  s ide 
bark from de no ' th side , 
of  red oak tree , an ' lBix 

' em  togethah an ' make 
OAK TREE EAST SIDE - GUM TREE NORTH SIDE - TURPENTINE a tonic , an ' dat will 

cure him of de bad dis-
eas e . Yo ' put a few drop s of turpent ine in it . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1529a) , 

OLIVE OIL - ALSO CALLED SWEET OIL 
2 7 3 5 : 1 . ] 
3 7 81 . He can ' t git loose , somebody have to 
take him loo s e . Now , yo ' take den some of  

dat  sweet oil an ' po ' it r ight down between ' im , he ' ll come out . 
(When they ar e stuck together , you put the sweet oil between them . Jus t 

plain sweet oil or with this drop in it?  Or j us t  plain sweet oil? ) 
Yo ' got ta break in undah dere an ' let it run down in ' er ,  he ' ll come on out . 
(Just plain sweet oil this t ime . The f irst t ime you use sweet oil and this 

dog stuf f ? ) [ For thi s  cure see 487 : 1  (No . 47 3 ) , somewhere in t ext . ]  
Yes . 
(Well , the next t ime you use j us t  plain sweet oil? ) 
Plain sweet oil but take undah it . [ Norfolk , Va . ,  (47 3 ) , 487 : 2+85 . ] 
3 7 8 2 . Yo ' know whut olive oil i s . Well , g it olive o il an ' oil of be�gamine 

[ bergamot ] an ' let ' im rub , yo ' know , from dem balls on out to de end of it , but 
don ' t let none of it git into de haid of it , yo ' see . 

OLIVE OIL - BERGAMOT - OUTWARD RUBBING 

[This i s  the magic r ite of outward -
rubb ing the spell out of the body . ] 
(Well , does he mix these two oils or 
use them separat ely or what? ) 
No suh , mix ' em � 

(And that will take off this spell that made him lose his natu�e ? )  
Yea ,  suah . [Memphis , Tenn . , (916) , 148 5 : 4 . ] 
37 8 3 .  Wal ,  if yo ' run aroun ' wit a woman an ' yore wife d idn ' t want chew to 

go out dere , she kin take , when yo ' have communicat ion wit chure wife , she kin 
j is '  only go git a dish towel an ' wipe yo ' wit it . Yo ' can ' t go wit no othah 

OLIVE OIL - HEARTS COLOGNE - LOVE POWDER - LARD 

woman but ' er .  
( I s  there any way I can get 
rid of that? ) 
Yes s ir . Wal , yo ' d  have t o  
g o  to work an' git chew some 

He�ts Co Zogne , an ' some dis powdah called Zove powdah , an' some pure olive o i l ,  
an ' d i s  heah pure lard , an ' mix i t  togethah an ' j is '  saturate yoreself . An '  
yo ' ll come to where yo ' kin go out ; but not dat [ if you don ' t do that ] , yo ' ll 
nevah will bothah wit no othah woman but dat one . Evah t ime yo ' start to covah 

PANT IES 
' er ,  why yo ' ll fall . [ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , (1009 ) , 1633 : 3 . ] 
3784 . Take de s eat of ' er pant ies an' put it up on de stove , yes s ir ,  
at night when he ' s  ' sleep an' ' is nature ' s  purtty near gone . [ St .  
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Peter sburg , Fla . , (1043 ) ,  1693 : 4 . ] 
3 7 8 5 . Yo ' kin take a penny yo ' see , an ' drill a hole in it  yo ' see , an ' put a 

string in it yo ' see , an ' tie it down - t ie it chew know wher e it  will rest , yo ' 

PENNY 
know right in yore privates down dere , an ' dey tell me dat will kill it . 
(That is if his wife has tied him up. )  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1069 ) ,  17 3 0 : 8 . ]  
3 7 8 6 . Yo ' kin take a pineapple , co ' se it ' s  diff ' r en ' to all kind s of -

plenty diff ' ren '  th ings , plenty diff ' ren ' . Yo ' take a pineapple . Now , a lady ' s  
got yo ' so  dat yo ' don ' t wanta be wit anybody else but ' er ,  she ' s got yo ' tied 

PINEAPPLE - NAME WRITTEN 9 T IME S IN - WITH PRAYERS 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER - AND SILVER DIME 

FROM RIGHT POCKET - SAYING THREE HIGHEST NAMES 
THROW OVER RIGHT SHOULDER INTO RIVER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

in nine knots , which , 
whut I mean , she ' d  have 
a string , she done mea s
ured your privat e .  She 
got dat tied in nine 
knots an ' wear s dat 

aroun ' ' er wai s t . Now , yo ' 
take her name an ' yo ' write 
apple [ demons trates ] . 

take a pineapple , yo ' buy yo ' one pineapple . Yo ' 
in nine t imes on a note . Yo ' put it into dis pine-

(Jus t nine times like that , one right under the other . )  
Right on top of one anothah . See [demons trates ] .  Yo ' pu t it once dis way , 

j es '  go right on down - not a large piece - den yo ' come back right on top of  dat 
again . See , nine times , an ' yo ' say yore prayers ovah dat . An ' aftah yo ' say 
yore prayers ovah dat , den yo ' take it an ' yo ' go to de rivah an ' throw it ovah 
yore shouldah backward s [ demons trates ] . 

(Over your left shoulder . )  
Ovah yore left shouldah . An ' den yo ' reach in yore r ight pocket an ' take a 

silvah dime an ' say , "In de Name of God de Father , God de Son , an ' throw it ovah 
behind dat , ovah yore r ight shouldah . An ' den yo ' walk away wit 1 out lookin 1 

back . Don ' t look back . An ' when yo ' get back home , yo '  b eginnin ' to  feel all 
right , an ' dat night yo ' kin tell de diff ' rence . Yo ' kin tell yo ' done broke 
dat [ spell ] . But yo ' must do dat . [ New Orleans , La . , (8 60 ) , 137 1 : 2 . ]  

3787 . (Can he get cured of  that condit ion? ) 
De only th ing ah would recommend to him to git cur ed of dat wuz to  use de 

rat tlesnake mas tah , de gall o f  ear th an ' about [ how many? ] egg s an ' beer . 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - GALL OF THE EARTH - EGGS - BEER 
(How would he use that ? )  
Well , ah ' d  take d e  rat
tlesnake mastah an ' dem 

othah herb s an ' boil ' em  togethah , an ' 
ah needed ' em .  An ' de beer , of co ' se ,  

(Jus t ordinary beer? ) 

ah ' d  take dem on occas ion as  ah felt dat 
ah ' d  take early in de morning s .  

Jes ' ord inary beer an ' bust a egg an ' put in it . 
( That would res tore his natUPe . ) [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (588 ) , 7 55 : 2+8 5 . ]  
3 7 88 . Now , I kin t ell yo ' somepin dat ' ll make yor e aoUPage rise , if a man 

falls , yo ' know . Yo ' know some people say yo ' kin fix a man where he can ' t  have 

RED ONION 
nobody but chew . But chew take a red onion an ' yo ' wrap it up in a 
wet rag an ' put it in de fiah an ' roast it , an ' when it git done lak 
a roast aig , yo ' take an ' let it  git  cool . Take dat  an ' squeeze dat 

j uice all de way on yor e  pr ivate an ' yo ' rise lak dat . 
(That will cure it ? ) 
Kills anything . If  dey hang up de rag lak some do ' s ,  dey take d e  dishrag an ' 

run yo ' wit it . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1142 ) , 186 0 : 4 . ] 

RED ONION - SULPHUR 
3 78 9 . Yo ' take onions an ' sulphur - a p iece of a r ed onion 
an ' make a stew out of it . Make a sor t of a t ea an ' drink 
it , an ' yo ' ll kill dat . 
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(Get your nature back . )  [Waycr oss , Ga . ,  (1095) , 1 7 66 : 1 . ]  
37 9 0 .  Ah ' ve heard dat she kin gain mah thought s .  She kin 

take some sulphur an ' vinegar an ' a r ed onion an ' cook it up . 
aig wit it an ' give it 
eat it . 

take same sulphur -
Put a white of a 

to hfm an ' let hfm 

RED ONION - SULPHUR - VINEGAR - EGGS (What will tha t do then? ) 

Dat dere [ is ]  
aigs . Mix de 
in de  mornin ' 
an ' de aigs . 

Dat will take his natUPe away from hfm . 
He kin git it back if he go tub someone . 

where he tell ' fm . He g it a red onion , he g it six aigs - a dozen 
onions an ' de  aigs . Eat de onions raw an ' six raw aig s a day - two 
an ' two a t  twelve a ' clock an ' two at night - f ive days , r ed onions 

(That ' ll br ing his natUPe 
3791 . (You ea t these red 
Eat red onions raw. Jes ' 

back . ) [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1188)  1 2004 : 1 . ] 
onions raw? ) 
cut ' em  up yo ' under stan ' an ' ea t ' em . Yo ' undah
p eppah . Yo ' seen ' em  lak dat . Dey mo stly be able s tan ' , �it vinegar an ' black 

RED ONION - VINEGAR - BLACK PEPPER 

RED PEPPER - SALT - SALTPETER 

tub give a man aoUPage . [ Sumt er , s .  Car . , 
(1514) , 2437 : 4 . ] 
3 7 9 2 . Yo ' g it hot watah j is '  lak yo ' goin ' 
take a bath an ' red peppah - cayenne pep
pah - wit salt an ' saltpetah an ' put it in 

de watah . Salt all ovah it . See , thr ow it dataway . Dat wa sh it off an ' kill 
it . But chew go tta do dat bef o ' yo ' evah git ovah it . 

(That is  to bring his natUPe back? ) 
Yes . 
(How do you throw that water , j us t  any way? ) 
No , throw it dis way , don ' t chew know . Dat ' s  west . [You have to thr ow it to 

the wes t ]  befo ' de sun rise . Keep i t  wi t yo ' dat night , keep it until bef o ' de 
sunrise an ' yo ' g it up bef o ' de sunr ise an ' throw it dat way [ to the west ] .  
[Little Rock , Ark . , (8 9 7 ) , 1469 : 13 . ] 

3793 . A woman kin g ive a man some of ' er - sickness . But de way dat chew 
have to do is git  yo ' some r ed shank . 

(Red shank . Tha t ' s  a roo t ? )  
Yes , kin git dat red shank - lak rus ty when yo ' d ig out de ground , an ' as far 

as it bein ' rus ty , why it ' s  got plenty of blood in it yo ' know. Yo ' kin take dat 
an ' make a tea out of it an 1 yo ' dr ink dat , an ' yo ' dr ink 
a good mouthful of dat tea evah night twelve nights , an ' 
af tah dat twelve nights , af tah de twelve nights is ovah 

llliD SHANK - 1 2  NIGHTS 

yo ' kin go out an ' try it . Yo ' kin do a little bet tah , de  nex ' night bet tah , de  
nex ' night bettah , an ' on an ' on  until yo ' j es '  cooperate thing s lak yo ' wanta . 

(That is  if  a man ha s lost his natUPe because some woman has put a spell on 
him. This res tores his natUPe? )  

Sure . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 542) , 6 75 : 2+8 5 . ]  
3794 . Why he can git a dose of saltpetah , see , an ' f ix it an ' take a drop or 

two evah morning , see , f o ' nine mornings , an ' if she ' s fi�ed ' im ,  wher e he can ' t 

SALTPETER - 9 MORNINGS 
have no ' co ' se [ intercour s e ] , why dat will kill de taste 
of de othah woman an ' build ' is curbed up natUPe � Yo ' 
know saltpetah will ent irely kill yore natUPe . But if 

yo ' take it j es '  a little bit , it will f ix yo ' s traighten back up . 
(How would I take thi s ?  Ins ide o f  m e  each morning ? ) 
Take a drop or two an ' put it in watah evah mawnin ' f o ' nine mornings . Dat ' ll 

atraighten ' im up . 
(That will bring back his natUPe . )  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 96) 1 1612 : 9 . ] 
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3 7 95 . Ah wuz talkin ' wit dis lady . Ah dunno but ' er husban ' j es ' had a weak
ened nature. An ' othahwise she wuz a passionate woman . An ' othahwise she real
ly - nightly o f  each week would be all right wit ' er . Othahwise , he d idn ' t have 

SEMEN - SMELLING WHILE ASLEEP 
any surplus energy to satisfy ' er . An ' so some
one told ' er to j es ' exactly take de [ come = 
semen ] an ' stick up ' is nose , so dat he might 

j es ' smell it  yo ' see , an ' dat will cause his passion to rise , an ' he could sat
isfy ' er at sech-an ' -sech a time . So dat wuz ' er me thod in bringin ' back ' is 
courage. 

(Well , now , did she do this when he was asleep ? Or did he know that she was 
doing i t ?  Or what? ) 

Well , he knew she wuz doin ' it . Yes , indeed . 
(And she put it  on a cloth or something and held it under his no se ? ) 
See , IT WUZ ' IS  ANYWAY . BECAUSE NO DOUBT HE WOULD DRUTHER SMELL ' IS OWN MAYBE 

DEN SMELL SOMEONE ELSE ' S .  Dat worked . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1389) 1 2490 : 4 . ] 
3 7 96 . Take de towel [used for wiping ] an ' put it between de mattress an ' 

sheet an ' let ' im sleep on it . Dat ' ll bring it back . 
(Hi s  nature? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Does he do that or does she? ) 

SEMEN - SLEEPING ON His wife does . 

SHAME BRIER 

( In case someb ody has taken it away from him? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (925) 1 1503 : 9 . ] 
3 79 7 . Dis shamefu l brier. 
(What kind of brier? ) 
Shameful brier. 
(Shameful brier . No , I never heard of that . )  
[Afterward I heard o f  it many t imes - see p . 646 and else

where . ]  
Dey g i t s  dat , dey g i t s  de root o f  it  an ' b o ils it . An ' now, 

if yo ' wanta have intahco ' s e  wi t ' er , see , an ' yo ' rub ' er downward s - yore hand , 
rub yore hand s right on down nine times , an ' he ' ll kneel , an ' he want s to , see , 
but he ' ll fall . She ' ll be so anxious fer ' im , but he ' ll fall . [ Charles ton , 
s .  C ar . , (518 , Doctor Nelson) , 611 : 13+85 . ]  

3798 . How yo ' do tuh git loose? All right . De way yo ' do tuh git loose from 
dat , yo ' go an ' git chew a sheep . Have tuh go an ' git a sheep an ' git a - kill 
dat sheep , yo ' undahs tan ' , an ' yo ' git a half a teacup of dat sheep ' s b lood . 

SHEEP BLOOD 
Undahs tan ' good , git a half a teacup of dat sheep ' s b lood an ' den 
yo ' put s ten drops o f  sweet milk in dere , an ' yo ' mix it  all up 
togethah . Git chew a silk pocket han 1 scuff - go tta git a silk 

pocke t han ' scuff an ' go dere an ' wipe all aroun ' up in dere good wit dat han ' s
cuff . But chew gotta have it into dat stuff what ah tole yo ' . Do lak yo ' bath
in ' . It ' ll come out . If  yo ' don ' t do dat , DE DOCTOR HAVE TUH KILL ONE TO SAVE 
DE OTHAH [ see Nos . 3334-3335 and 3460-3465 . ]  

(What would he do , kill the man? ) 
He have to kill , den it will come loose . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 5 6 ) 1 942 : 3 . ] 
3 7 99� Oh , dat is when people fix yo ' so , yo ' know , so yo ' can ' t have intah-

co ' se wit anyone but dem .  I don ' t think I told you dat . 

SHEEP - MALE 
URINE OR WOOL 

Yo ' go wherevah dey have sheep , an ' de male sheep , yo ' cut dere 
hair from aroun ' ' im - yo ' know all aroun ' ' im lak dat . 
(Around his private-like? ) 
Dat ' s right , an ' den if po s s ib le to get some o f  de water [ urine ] . 

Of co ' s e  sometime s yo ' can ' t get de urine so handy , but if yo ' can , yo ' get dis 
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an ' b ottle i t  up an ' keep it , an ' whenevah yo ' know anyone has a spell of dat 
kind put on ' em ,  yo ' hea t dis wit a teasp oonful o f  salt in i t  an ' give dat to 
dem to  bathe in , an ' dat will c ome back natural . 

(That i s  if they lose their nature , they bathe thems elves with it . )  [Mobil e ,  
Ala . , ( 000) , 9 65 : 3 . ] 

3800 . A woman kin have a intahco ' se wit a man an ' git some of ' is s tuff , 
af tah he b e ' s  wit ' er ,  an ' take i t  an ' tie it up in a pocket han ' ke ' chuf , an ' 

SILVER - DIME WORN 
put some s ilvah money in dere an ' tote it roun '  in ' er pock
etbook an ' say yo ' cain ' t have no int erco ' se wit no othah 
woman - nob ody but ' er .  Say yo ' git up a hear t an ' evah

thing an ' de time f o ' ' im tuh git tuh have intahco ' s e wit de woman , say when he 
go tuh git on ' er ,  he ' ll fall , he cain ' t raise up . 

( She j us t  takes the handkerchief with that stuff on it and the silver and 
wears the whole thing ? ) 

Dat ' s  all , yessuh . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1438 ) , 2 6 04 . ] 
3801 . Git a bran ' -new silvah dime from dis man whut chew goes wit , an ' yo ' 

git chew a large p iece o f  white cloth an ' tie i t  up in dis cloth . An ' whenevah 

SILVER - DIME FROM MAN - WORN 
BETWEEN LEG S  OR IN NATION SACK 

yo ' take it outa de pillah an ' 
yore nation sack. [ For nation 
p . l4 4 9 , introductory comment . ]  

(What will tha t do then? ) 

yo ' d  have intahco ' se wit dat man , yo ' used d i s  
cloth wi t dis same d ime in i t . When yo ' d  g i t  
through usin ' it , yo ' d  p u t  it i n  yore pillah 
an ' let it stay in dere length of time , an ' den 

wear it down b etween yore laig s ,  see or eithah in 
sack , see int erview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , 

Da t ' ll make de man come back . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1553) , 2 8 28 : 5 . ] 
3802 . Well , if  a p erson go tuh work an ' take de mea sure of yore private an ' 

place i t  on a p iece o f  paper , yo ' take an ' go tuh work an ' git to de place dat 

SILVER - SWALLOW 5 DIME S 
AFTER YOU RECOVER THEM 

YOU ' LL BE C URED 

chew can ' t b e  social wit no othah man ,  yo ' take de 
f ive dimes an ' swallah dem .  When d e  f ive dimes c ame 
back in passes , why yo ' ll b e  a per fec t person ag ' in .  
Yo ' kin go all de way an ' love wit anyone dat chew 
want to . 

(You say a woman will take a man ' s measure on what? )  
On de private . 
(How does she measur e that? ) 
Wit ' er f ingahs . 
(Then wha t does she do with that , then? ) 
Take dat an ' tie nine knot s  wit a cord string . 
(Then wha t does she do with that s tring ? ) 
She take da t string an ' place it aroun ' ' er waist . 
(And that takes the man ' s  nature away? ) 
Yes . · 
(Now , how is he going to get his nature back? ) 
He will have to go tuh work an ' [provide hims elf ] wit de f ive silvah dimes , 

j es '  lak she will . Swallah f ive silvah dimes . 
( Swallow the whole dime ? )  

A l l  whole . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1384 ) , 245 9 : 2 . ] 
3803 . A man tole me dat dey had him fi�ed so he couldn ' t  git nuthin from an

othah woman , an ' he took about f ive or six half-a-dollah - silvah half-a-dollahs 
an ' put ' em  in a ves sel an ' let ' em boil down 

SILVER - DRINK HALF-DOLLAR TEA to a quart of watah [magic of diminishing amoun� 
an ' he drinked it an ' he come to b e _ all right . 
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(He j ust drank the water that was boiled with the s ilver ? )  
Yes s ir , say he boiled dat money . 
[ Silver-water shows that the man thought his condition was caus ed by a spell -

see p . 484f . ] [Waycross , Ga . , (10 7 7 ) 1  1 744 : 7 . ] 
3804 . Take d e  smartgra s s  weed [ smar tweed ] an ' take 

SMARTWEED - LOVE POWDERS an ' make a powdahs of i t 1 an ' take an ' dry it an ' 
powdah i t , an ' put Zove powdahs in i t  an ' take an ' 

use dat . Eat dat an ' dat will g ive him all de nature he wants . 
(Get back his nature. ) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513 ) 1 268 0 : 7 . ] 
3805 . Take a snail an ' put ' im on a blacksnake shed , de shell of  de snake . 

Saturate i t  good wit dat snail an ' g ive i t  to a man dat have lost ' i s  nature -
couldn ' t rais e his nature fo ' a woman . Saturate it good an ' rub it all roun ' 

' is  wai s t  an ' let it come down a point to  his peni s . De 
SNAKE SHED - SNAIL next t ime he goes to a woman , his natuPe i s  all r ight . 

(What do they do with that snake shed . Do they tie it 
around them or j us t  rub it ? )  

Jes ' tie it in a loop , yo ' know , so i t  will hang down dis way.  Or yo ' could 
wrap it aroun ' if yo ' wanta . Ah believe dat is so . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1408 ) , 253 2 : 2 . ] 
SNAKEROOT 3806 . Somepin dat ' ll give a man all de aou�ge he wants is snake-

root . How would j oo ' pare [prepare ]  dat ?  Jes ' as it is , dry like 
it is  now. Take it in yore mouth an ' chew it . If  your aouPage is not good , it 
will upl i f t  i t . It works direct through de kidneys . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 2 ) 1 
1144 : 3 . ] 

380 7 .  She takes like - like when yo ' have intahco ' se  wit ' er 1 yo ' know . All 
women always has a towel or something in dere bed what dey use . If  yo ' want to -

if yo ' want to run aroun ' wit othah women , yo ' take dis woman an ' nev
STEALING ah allow ' er to wipe yoreself . Always watch yoreself . If she takes 

yo ' an ' measure yo ' ,  takes a s tring an ' ties nine knots in it an ' � 
on ' er laig or aroun ' ' er wai s t . I don ' t care how much pep yo ' have in yo ' , yo ' 
won ' t have pep fo 1 no othah woman . 

(Well , can you get rid o f  that ? )  
Yeah , yo ' kin git r id o f  it 1 but de onl ies t · way dat chew kin g it rid of  dat 1 

yo ' gotta s teal dat - yo ' gotta git dat string from ' er . [New Orleans , La . , 
(830) , 1 2 3 7 : 3 . ] 

SULPHUR - CREAM OF TARTAR - SUGAR 3 8 08 . He kin take cream of  tar tar , sulphur 
an ' a lil ' sugah .  Mix dat togethah . Make 

a powdah of dat an ' take a teaspoonful of dat three t imes a day an ' dat will 
bring it back - bring back ' is  nature. [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (13 9 6 ) 1 2513 : 6 . ] 

3809 . (Well , how do you get rid of  that? ) 
How could yo ' git rid o f  dat ? Well , yo ' git one of dem turnips , dem green 

turnips .  
(Get a green turnip - green , turnip green . ) 
Yes , s ir .  An ' take one of  dem green turnips an ' yo ' squeez e it - yo ' squeez e 

it . An ' yo ' take some of  dis same snail dus t lak dat 1 an ' yo ' mix it up an ' yo ' 
rub it 1 j es ' tryin ' to get j uice out o f  de 

TURNIP AND SNAIL DU ST turnip lak dat wit dat snail dust . Yo ' take 
STRING A PRETENDED BACKACHE REMEDY dat an ' yo ' bathe yoreself wit it 1 j es '  be-

fa ' yo ' go to fool wit ' er . Yo ' bathe yore
self  wit it unb eknows t to 'her . An ' when yo ' fool wit ' er , prob ' ly she may want 
to put yoreself in ' erself . Yo ' say , "No . "  Pretend . Make out yo ' re playing 
wit ' er an ' fool aroun ' wit ' er . An ' when yo ' get dat s tuf f , yo ' try to get 
some hair . When yo ' get d at hair , yo ' take i t  an ' rub it wit dat turnip . She 
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have to turn yo ' loose , de way it burnin ' ' er ,  yo ' undahs tan' . 
(You g e t  a piec e of her hair ? ) 
Yeah , yo ' get dat hair an ' yo ' mix it up wit dis turnip an ' dis snail dust , 

an ' den yo ' rub it , j e s ' lak yo ' rubbin ' , an ' yo ' j es '  put it down in some pep
pah . It burns ' er all de time . Den she want s to know from yo ' ,  she say, 11 I ' m  
got a burnin ' down her e all de  time . "  Jes ' lak dat . Den she say lak dis here , 
"Huh , yo ' know what ' s  it all ab out ? Yo ' got a idea whut ' s  it all about ?11 An '  
yo ' say , "Well , de las t time yo ' had yore pant ies on . "  She say , "Well , I ain ' t  
had my panties on since dis time . "  Yo ' say , "Well , I feel a cord roun'  yo ' . 11 
Yo ' say , "Prob ' ly dat ' s  by yo ' wearin ' dis her e cord . "  Yo ' undahstan ' ?  [This 
las t  to the author . ]  Yo ' say , "Whyn ' t yo ' [why don ' t  you] cut dat o f f ? "  She 
say , "Oh , no , dat don ' t make dat . Dat ' s  j es '  to  keep my back from hurtin ' . "  
[ Somewhere I have given a rite in which a dime with 9 kno t s  i s  worn ab out ankle 
for love under the pretence of a cramp cure . ]  Yo ' say , "Oh , here , I ' m going to 
cut it . "  Yo ' take yor e [pocket ] kni fe an ' have a [ b lade ]  dere an ' befo ' she say , 
"No ,  don ' t cut it . "  Well , yo ' make a [ r each ] f er ' er an ' yo ' cut it . Jes ' cut 
yo ' loose right from dere . 

[ While record ing machine turned o f f , informant exp lains how he was tied. ] 
Yo ' take a person ' s  length [with a string ] . 
(You mean that ' s  to tie ? You call it keeping them tied? ) 
Ye s .  When yo ' got ' em  tied, meanin ' dat yo ' can ' t fool [with other women] . 

[New Orleans , La . , (829) , 1231 : 3 . ] 
3810 . An ' he told me . I knew de girl dat did it . Well , I ' m goin ' to tell 

yo ' now how it started . I heard of it befo ' . I wuz goin ' wit ' er ,  an ' I had 
been go in ' wit ' er ,  an ' I wuz in good health , evahthing . An ' de way I wuz , dis 

UPWARD S 3 TIME S - WI SH 
KNIFE BLADE HEATED 

SALT - SHEEP SUET - SULPHUR 
AMAZING EXPERIENCE 

DOCTOR AND PAT IENT TALK 

girl wuz crooked on me , an ' I say , " I 'm goin ' quit 
me s sin ' roun ' wit yo ' ,  I ain ' t goin ' to" - well I 
got me ano thah girl , started wit ' er ,  went wit ' er 
a time or two . An ' I got hold of  dis girl ' s  pit
chur e whut I wuz goin ' wit . I had been messed up 
in dat stuf f b e fo ' but no t wit dis gir l .  An ' she 
wuz from de same place dat I wuz . She knowed 

bPoad peop le , all do se people down dere roun ' ·  South Carolina an ' way to Georgia . 
Der e ' s  a whole lo t o f  people down dere dat knows a lo t of  stuff , dere ' s  lot o f  
' em down dere dat knows plenty . I says - I been wit dis girl a time or two - I 
says , "I ain ' t goin ' to hid e yor e pitchure , goin ' to leave it in my pocket . "  Dis 
girl go t dis girl ' s  pit chur e .  She seed it but she wuz scared to bo ther wit it . 
I say s , "Well • • • • 

[A short lacuna app ears on the cylinder , probably an accidental rather than 
int ended stoppage . ]  

Seem lak evah t ime I ' d  go  roun '  where she wuz - wher e she wuz at - I would get 
�dah [ cowarder ] an ' �oWaPdah [more and more he lacked �ourage ] ,  didn' t have 
any manhood atall . I goes on.  I [ finally ] went to a doctor [ M . D . ] an ' he gived 
me s ome medicine . Kep t on havin ' de med icine , kep t on havin ' it . Well , I ' d  
taken it fer about six months an ' nevah seen it [ the ailing memb er ] , gott�DO 
.anhood a tall . I wuz workin ' an ' I says , "Hell , somep in ' s gotta be done . 11 I 
vent to see dis person [ a  man mentioned later ] an ' [ he ]  says , "What ' s  de matt:ah 
wit yo ' ? " [ I ]  say , "He ' s  [ ailing memb er is ] sick . He can ' t do nuthin . He 
haven ' t  [ had ] a woman . It mus t be woman [ causing this troub le] . 11 I kept a
thinkin ' ab out ' er if I didn ' t  seen ' er [ he kep t thinking about the first woman 
though he had not seen her ] . 

I wuz talkin ' to a man about dis an ' he told me who to go to . I vent to a ole 
.;;la=d.:Y.....;;d;.;;;a;.;;t;.....;.;h;.;;;a;.;;;d;_,.;;;o.;;;n;.;;e;....;;;l;.;;e;,..g�l;.;;;o.;;;;n ... s�;;a.;;;h;....;;;d;.;;e.;;;n;....;;;d;.;;e;....;;o..;;;t.;;;h;.;;;a;;;.h 1  an ' ..!!:!!. told me , said , 11Boy , 11 said , 
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"time yo ' got here . "  
[ Her opening words are quite professional - see CONSULTATION TECHNIQUE , pp . 307-

319 . Her long leg and short leg were good for business - see NAMES FOR DOCTORS 
and PERSONAL APPEARANCE ,  pp . 293-301 . ] 

She told me how I wuz mes sed up wit - how my manhood wu z  cut down , an ' she 
said , " But I kin fix yo ' all right . "  I says , "Yo ' can? " She say , "Yes . " .!.. 
says , "�, what yo ' gain ' do ? "  She says , "Well , dat ' s  all r ight about whut I 
do . I ' ll f ix yo ' all right . "  An ' she say , "Well , I tell yo ' what yo ' do . Yo ' 
go an ' buy me a half pint of whiskey . "  I say , " Sure enuff . "  I says , " If yo '  
want a drink of whiskey , " I say ,  " I ' ll g iv e  yo ' a drink of whiskey , but yo ' say 
yo ' kin f ix me . Yo ' told me somep in an ' yo ' must know somepin , ain ' t it? " She 
say , "Yo ' go an ' buy me a half pint of whiskey , an ' if yo ' wanta give me a drink , 
buy yo ' one an ' me one , an ' I ' m  gain ' to give yo ' nuthin out o f  dat . "  

She told me - she took a knife , j es '  about a ,  lak a case knife , an ' b lack gun
powdah , an ' a lit tle b it  o f  sulphur , an ' a little b i t  of salt , an ' a little bit 
of red peppah , an '  told me how to use it  - how to take dis , put it in de whiskey 
an ' shake it up . She go t a piece of flannel - said white flannel or eithah red 
flannel would do , which she pref erred white flannel . She had de scissors an ' she 
cut it off an' had taken some mutton suet . She told me to take dis den an ' j es '  
lathah [ lather ] it wit dis mutton suet befo ' a ho t stove , or anything , dat a lamp 
would do if  it were hot enough , an ' put in on j es '  lak dis [ demonstrates ] an ' 
g ive a wish . 

(And pull it up three times . )  
An ' it  would stay dere , keep it  stayin ' der e .  To ld me if when I got dere , if  

it would fall down, to come on back . So . I d idn ' t pay , d idn ' t pay ' er a thing 
until I came back - if I didn ' t want to , see . Well , it did an ' it ' s  been stand
in ' evah s ince . 

(Well , WHAT DID YOU DO WITH THIS  WHISKEY , then? ) 
I take a swallah of it three times a day . An ' it  nevah bo thahed me no mor e .  

Told me evah time when I started wit anybody dat I wuz payin ' attention to , if 
I thought dey had any undahwoP Zd ideas - but I nevah had nuthin to do ag ' in . 

[The preceding experience was g iven on cylinder 482 : 9 .  Before that , on 4 8 2 : 6 ,  
came the tying-up rit e ,  and now fo llows on 48 2 : 7 ,  the pre-s tatement for the ex
perience : ]  

Dere ' s  a way dat yo ' kin take some salt , an ' a little b it a pinch of sulphur 
on a knife b lade , an ' somepin lak some sheep suet an ' heat it  ovah a red hot -
somep in lak a red-ho t s tove . If yo ' reach down lak dat an ' git i t  when it  coo ls , 
an ' make a wish , yo ' see if it  stand up [ demons trates ] .  

( How do you pull it  down� ) 
No , yo ' pulls it up , three times . 
(Three times ? )  
Pull it three times an ' make a wish . 
(And then it stays up itself . )  
Yeah . [ Norfolk , Va . , (47 2 ) , 482 : 9 ,  6 ,  7+85 . ] 
3811 . Dey claim dat brings yo ' luck . 
(What do they do ? )  
Well , dey takes dis ahambah Zye , yo ' know , an ' let i t  set , s et fo ' f ive or s ix 

mawnin ' s ,  yo ' know , an ' take a axe an ' heat red-ho t an ' drop into i t ,  an ' throw 

URINE - 9 MORNINGS 
ON HEATED AXE - THROWN TO SUNRISE 

it out de way de sun rise , an ' dat bring yuh 
luck . 
(They throw this ahambeP Zye out ther e .  They 
put the axe in it? ) 

Yes , put de axe into it . Well , de  same story ah j es '  spoke about , de axe an ' de 
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ahambah ly e , yo ' know . Yo ' take dat ahambah ly e an ' leave it cuainate [ cumulate ] 
in de bucket , an ' let it  set fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' git chure aze an '  beat i t  
red-ho t an ' throw it  out - put i t  i n  dat chambah lye until i t git cold an ' throw 
it  out de way de sun rise , an ' dat will br ing yore natuPe back fo ' d e  vfmmins . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1007) , 1626 : 2 ,  4+85 . ]  

3812 . Go an ' git a bran ' -new br ick dat has nevah been used , an ' yo ' put it 
in yore f ire an ' git i t  red-hot . While dat br ick is heatin ' , he make him a pep

URINATE ON NEW BRICK HEATED AFTER 
TEA FROM 9 RED PEPPER PODS  

TAKEN HOT WITH WHISKEY 

pah tea wid dese pod peppahs . Git nine pods 
an ' make a peppah tea of it , an ' he po ' ' bout 
a ten-cent drink of likkah into dis an '  drink 
it  ho t .  Well , when he dr ink it hot ,  he urin
ate on dat br ick - take it out an ' urinate on 

dat brick , an ' dat ' ll 
(That will res tore 

br ing it back . Dat ' s  one way . 
his natuPe , his aouPage that has been tied up by some 

woman . )  
Yes . 
3813 . 

j is '  lak 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 2036 : 2 . ] 
Jis ' lak dey take a snail , if  dey kin f in '  ' im  an ' take him .  Well , 

she lay down an ' plays wit yo ' an ' go along wit yo ' .  We ll she ' ll rub 
yo ' an ' play wit yo ' lak dat . Well , now when yo ' go out 

URINE - DRINK HIS Ow.N wit someone else , yo ' cain ' t have any - somep in to do 
wi t ' em ;  but when yo ' come back home wi t ' er she is 

ready . Dat ' s  de way it is  wit ' er ,  wid dat . 
(Well , how will that man get rid of that? ) 

Well , dey way dat a man gits rid of  dat , I ' m  told , is by usin ' ' is own watah 
an ' soap . Dat ' s  de way to git rid of dat . 

(Wash wi th that? ) 
Yeah , wash wi t dat . An ' sometimes dey [piss  in somep in] an ' dr ink ' i s own 

watah an ' dat ' ll git r id o f  dat . But he don ' t fool wit ' er no more . 
(You mean , wash with your own water and dr ink some of  it to get rid of  that? ) 
Dat ' ll get rid of  dat , but dat ' ll certainly keep ' im  from [ being with her 

again] . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 7 8 ) , 107 2 : 4 . ] 
3814 . Wal , dere wuz a gur l ah star ted correspondin '  wit in a - an ' she wuz a 

purtty nice gurl an ' we got along purtty tuhgethah [ a t  f irst ] .  Well , ah dunno , 
we j es '  couldn ' t  git  ' long tuhgethah an ' she - ah gues s she felt dat she wuz 

URINE - HE DRINKS HERS 
HERB DOCTOR REMEDY 

BLACK BAG WITH BLACK- CAT-BONE DUST 

losin ' me , see . So , well she used to cook 
fo ' me . Well ah would eat from ' er an ' ah 
would eat from othahs . It didn ' t make much 
diff ' rence . Ah nevah did pay much ' tenshun 
tub how she cooked anything fo ' me cuz ah 

didn ' t [ think ]  she ' d  try tub poison me or do anythin ' tub me . So she f ixed me 
up some meals one day , an ' it wuz ' long about de 20th - ' bout ' tween de 29th an ' 
de 1st - f ixed mah meals fo ' me . An ' right af tah ah eat dat meal ah got sort o f  
sick . Well ah came out it  an ' den - well , while ah wuz go in ' roun ' wit anothah 
fr ien ' of mine , ah met ano thah girl . An '  well , she wanted me tub come an ' live 
wit ' er .  So ah would go an ' spend nights wit ' er .  An ' well , ah ' d  sleep in de 
same bed . An ' it seemed dat evah time dat ah ' d  wanted tub have intahco ' se wit 
' er ,  it  seemed j i s '  lak ah couldn ' t  g i t  mah mine [mind ] . Mah mine j i s '  seem to 
fall , j is '  couldn ' t g i t  mah mine s e t  on havin ' intahco ' se wi t ' er .  So ah went 
to a doc tor [M . D . ] heah an ' ast  ' im whut could be de mattah . An ' he said dere 
wasn ' t anythin ' de mat tah wit me - took a b lood test an ' all , an ' say he couldn ' t  
fin'  anythin ' wrong wit me . 

· 

So a frien ' , he heard about dese thin ' s [women do ] , so he ast me whut all had 
she been do in 1 , an ' a s t  me could ah have intahco ' se wit ' er .  Ah tole ' im  suah 
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[ sur e ] , anytime ah ' d  go home an ' git in bed ah could eas ily have intahco ' s e wi t 
' er ,  but othahwise any s trange woman ah couldn ' t .  So he wuz as tin ' me had ah 
no ticed any funny thin ' s  about ' er .  Ah tole ' im ah nevah notice anythin ' funny 
about ' er .  So he ast me wha t kin ' a  food had she b e en feedin ' me . So ah tole 
him diff ' ren ' meals . Well one spec ial food she wuz feedin ' at leas t twice a 
week an ' dat b e  tomato es . So ah tole him about dat . So he ast me did ah no tice 
anythin ' funny ' bout de ' ma toes de  nex ' time she f ixed ' em.  So ah paid ' t ention 
when she wuz f ixin ' ' em ,  but ah nevah no ticed anythin ' .  But ah noticed she 
strained de tomatoes . Ah didn ' t pay any ' t ention at it becuz ah figured she 
knows whut she ' s  doin ' . 

So ah tole him about ' er s trainin ' de tomato es . So he say , whut kin ' a  rag did 
she strain it through . Tole me ah shoulda paid ' t ention. So he tole me tuh go 
ovah heah an ' ast ' is brothah ' bout i t .  S o  ah ast ' is bro thah an ' tole his bro
thah what happened . So his bro thah ast me de  nex ' time roun ' about de firs ' of 
de mon ' tuh pay close ' t ent ion tuh see whut she would do . 

So it went on lak dat fer about six mont ' s  an ' ah wus goin ' - still goin ' ovah 
heah tuh see dis othah [ s econd ] gurl , an ' ah wus livin ' on wit ' er .  She wus try
in ' tuh do evahthin ' [ about my impo tenc e ]  she could fo ' me . 

So ah went on an ' paid ' t ention closah tuh ' er [ first girl ] , an ' one day ah 
caught ' er in dere an ' she wus s trainin ' de ' matoes through some o f  ' er undah
weah . So ah ast ' er whut wuz de cuz of dat . She said , nuthin ,  she j is '  couldn ' t  
f ine ' nothah rag tuh s train de toma toes in lak dat dat wuz clean . Wal , ah seen 
stains in de undahweah , but ah didn ' t  pay any ' t ention tuh it . Ah figured de 
toma toes put de stains in dere . So ah tole mah frien ' about it an ' he said , 
well , she ' s  been us in '  ' er reg ' lah rag dat she had on , when ' er reg ' lah mont ' ly 
sickness come on , strainin ' d e  tomatoes through it , an ' dat ' s  whut wus cuzin ' 
[ caus ing ] me tuh feel lak ah did tuhwards ' er an ' couldn ' t  do anythin ' tuh any 
othah woman . 

So he tole me to go see a fellah , a fellah us ed to be a herb doator. He ' s  
daid now . He died a few years ago . Tole me to go ast ' im whut ah should do . 
So ah 1 d s e en ' im an ' he to le me tuh take - tole me tuh try git  holt of  a good
size  j ar of ' er urinate an1 take dat , an ' boil it an ' put plenty a salt in it , 
an ' drink it at leas t twict a day . So it happ en ah got holt of some . One night 
when she wus n ' t payin ' attention tuh me , she go t up an ' urina t ed in a basin [ she ] 
had dere , yo ' know . So d e  nex ' mawnin ' she went out side [ away from home ] tuh go 
tuh de baker ' s  [ to work? ] .  So ah ' d  taken i t  an ' ah boiled i t , an ' ah boiled i t  
an ' s trained i t  lak h e  tole me . Fixed it j is '  lak h e  tole me tuh fix i t , put 
some salt , an ' ah drank it twict a day . An ' pur t ty soon ah begin tuh feel mah
self ag ' in . S o  ah left ' er ,  an ' den ah went tuh stay wit dis othah woman . An '  
ah stayed wi t dis othah woman one night • • • •  

[ Remainder of  this [ [ cylinder ] ]  canno t b e  transcr ib ed b ecaus e of defective 
reception . [ [ comment by trans crib er ] ] . ]  

See , we [ informant and second gir l ]  had b een usin ' de same towel all de time . 
So ah didn ' t pay any ' t ention tuh i t  an ' well , de  nex ' mawnin ' when she got 
throug9 wi t dat towel , she took i t  an ' folded i t  up careful an ' put i t  away in 
de drawah dat ah ' d  us ed . Well ah didn ' t pay any ' t ention tuh it cuz ah wus 
young an ' didn ' t figure a woman would try any kin ' a  triaks on a fellah . So ah 
looked to be gittin '  sorta po ' [ poor ] an ' skinny . An '  ah us ed tuh go roun ' tuh 
dis othah gurl [ first one ] an ' we wuz lak we wuz goin ' go back tuhgethah ag ' in . 

(The firs t girl or the s econd girl , you mean? ) 
De firs ' gurl . So de s econ ' gurl she kep ' on arguin ' wit me an ' arguin ' .  We 

fight an ' fuss , back an ' fo ' t '  [ forth] all de  time . So ah went on - kep ' on 
bo thahin ' d i s  s econ ' gur l . So one night ah went ovah an ' stayed all night wi t 
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' er , but s till an ' yet , when ah went to do somepin wi t ' er ,  ah ' d  have dat s trong 
f eelin ' until ah ' d  git  r ight in bed wi t ' er ,  an ' den when ah git in bed wi t ' er ,  
seemed lak all hop es would drop an ' ah j is '  couldn ' t  do anythin ' . Ah ' d j is ' lose 
mah nerve all de way roun ' . So ah ' d  kep ' on gain ' lak da t an ' she tole mah -----
frien ' , mah clo se  f r ien ' , dat she wuz livin ' at ' is mo thah . [ Informant ' s  f ir s t  
girl was rooming with the mo ther of  the male friend who advis ed h im  t o  see a hePb 
dOatoP. ] She tole him about it . So he ast me [at the place where both worked 
see ZateP ] whut wuz happ ' nin ' tuh me . Ah looked to be git tin ' lak ah wanted to 
die [ o r ]  sompin .  So ah tole him ah didn ' t know. Ah j is '  seem to be gittin ' 
po ' ah [ poorer ] an ' po ' ah an ' mah healt ' j is '  wouldn ' t  seem tuh build up atall . 
Ah ' d  ea t de right thin ' s  an ' all . So he ast me wuz ah eatin ' from home . An '  ah 
tole ' im no , ah didn ' t eat from home cuz ah nevah had t ime , as mah wife , she 
didn ' t f ix anythin ' fo ' me . So he ast me wuz dis othah gurl an ' me on bad terms . 
Ah tole him yeah . Well , we wuz , ' cuz ah wuz about tuh qui t ' er .  

(This was the second g irl you were about to qui t . The first one was your 
wife? ) 

Yes , de f irs ' one wuz mah wife .  So - an ' ah wuz about tuh go back tuh mah 
wife , see . Af tah a while he ast me did ah know some man to cure me by . Ah tole 
htm no . So one day he wuz up tuh de house an ' we wuz j is '  aftah takin ' a showah . 
It  wuz real ho t [ shower or day? ] , so ah gave him some towels . Ah didn ' t pay much 
' tention tuh i t , a towel wi t a hem in i t , an ' ah happened tuh han ' ' im a towel 
dat she had took da t night . An ' he no ticed dat right outa de centah , a hole wuz 
cut outa it . An ' so he as t me how did da t happen . Ah tole him ah didn ' t know . 
So he b egin tuh think . He ' s  experienced on i t  ' cuz he wuz lots oldah dan ah wuz 
an ' dat ' s  one thin ' [ tPi aks o f  women] da t he always believe . Ah called ' im 
smart . Ah f igured he wuz tryin ' tuh be smart . Well , anyhow he really did know 
a lot of  thin ' s .  So  he tole me de nex ' time dat ah no ticed , whethah she wuz un
dress in ' or no t ,  tuh no tice whethah she had anythin '  tied aroun ' ' er neck or 
vais ' o r  laig or anythin ' , an ' if she did , tuh come an ' tell ' im .  Well , ah 
stayed wi t ' er da t night , ah wouldn ' t  s tay out dat night . Ah s tayed wi t ' er dat 
night an ' ah no ticed da t when she got in b ed , she had a l i t tle black bag tied 
right down in de centah of  ' er s tomach . So ah ast ' er what i t  wuz . An ' . she said 
dat [was ] to keep ' er from havin ' pains in ' er s tomach . So ah tole mah frien ' de 
nex '  day when ah went tuh work . An ' he tole me , he sayed da t he believe da t [ in 
the ] bag she had wuz a piece of dat towel out [wi thout ] de bag . [ He now explains 
this confus ion . ] Said a woman could take a piece of towel dat a man would wipe 
�· an ' could take it an ' put some kinda b Zaak-aat-bone dust [see BLACK CAT 
EO�ER , p . 5 2 6 ] , from a young black cat wit da t piece of towel in a sack , an ' hang 
it in front o f  ' er an ' de man nevah could leave her , no mattah wher e  he go he ' d  
always have tuh come back tuh ' er ,  an ' dat he nevah could have anythin ' tuh do 
wit no othah woman but ' er .  

So ah j is '  laughed at ' im .  An ' ah thought he wuz j akin ' . An ' ah went on tuh 
dis othah girl de nex ' night an ' went tuh ' er hous e .  Well , ah wuz feelin ' good 
an' ah felt lak ah wanted tuh have intahco ' se wi t ' er .  An ' so we go t in bed all 
undressed . Well ah had high hopes until de minute ah go t in bed wit ' er an ' den 
evahthin ' flopped . An ' ah laid in bed f er half de night an ' s t ill an ' yet ah 
couldn ' t  git  up nerve enough tuh have anythin ' tuh do wit ' er .  So ah tole him 
about i t  de next day . So he tole me tuh go back an ' see could ah have anythin ' 
tah do wit mah wife . 

So ah went back da t day at dinnah time [noon] . Mah wife got off da t day at 
iinnah time an ' I went ovah der e .  An ' she wuz home in b ed ,  s o  ah got sweet wi t 
• er  an ' got  in b ed along wit ' er .  Well , when ah went tuh have intahco ' se wi t 
•er she took dis here bag from aroun ' ' er wais ' .  Well ah got  in b ed an ' ah j is '  
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had high hopes an ' ah j is '  carr ied thin ' s right on through . Well , ah come back 
an ' tole ' im  about it , an ' he tole me dat dat whole thin ' wuz de trouble . Said 
where she had dat bag aroun ' ' er wais ' an ' said fer me to  git dat . So his bro
thah wuz de same way [ impotent by triakery ] , but ' is brothah didn ' t believe in 
dis othah one . Some of ' em  don ' t like dat [ drinking the woman ' s  urine ] . 

[A bad spot in the cylinder follows . The next bracket contains my pencil 
notes made while checking original cylinder agains t trans cription . ] 

[ Bad record ing from here . [ [ Sub stance of informant ' s  words follows . ] ]  So ah 
went home . Ah ast ' er whut wuz dat bag . She said it wa s none of my bus ines s .  
So [ [ ah tr ied to take it . ] ] .  Well she go t mad an ' said if I take it she ' d  kill 
me • • •  didn ' t pay any ' t ention tuh ' er • • •  af tah awhile I was goin ' wit ano thah 
�man . ] 

[To take a woman ' s  hand, called a nation saak in the New Orleans area up to 
Memphis , can be a dangerous venture - see p . l449f . ]  

So dat night ah come home j is '  lak ah goin ' stay dere . An ' she got undressed , 
ah grabb ed ' er an ' got de s tring an ' ah snatched it . When ah snatched i t  ah took 
an ' run into de kitchen wit [ it ]  an ' put it in de stove an ' burn it up .  De min
ute ah did dat , it seem lak she j i s '  seemed to have lak a r eg ' lah f it . She j i s '  
s tar ted runnin ' all ovah , got r eal • • •  

[Here is a typical reaction - other than outr ight death - to the des truc tion 
of a witch ' s power . Yes , this woman is technically a wi tch , she having caught 
the man ' s spirit . There are many ways given in HOODOO to b r eak a witch ' s  spell ;  
see also FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  pp . 7 90-9 20 ; and for burning the obj ec t she us es , pp . 88 2-
88 6 . ] 

DE DOCTORS COME AN '  DEY COULDN ' T  DO NUTHIN FO ' HER . DEY DIDN ' T  KNOW WHAT WUZ 
DE MATTAH WIT ' ER .  She continued to keep on fer about s ix mont ' s  an ' af tah dat 
she seemed gradually to  come back tuh ' erself • • •  [ small remainder of  record ing 
bad ] . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 697 : 1+8 5 . ]  

3815 . You take a piece of mullein stick and watch for anybody else you love 
and you want to catch up with them . When you see them pee somewhere ,  you take 

the mullein s tick and s tick it right in the middle of it 
URINE - MULLEIN STICK [ the pool of ur ine ] , and if a man have connec tion wi th 

this girl [whose ur ine ha s been transf ixed with the mul
lein stalk ] , he ' ll be hung up with her . They ' ll be  s tuck together and you ' ll 
catch them . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( ? ) , by Ediphone . ]  

3816 . Take a bran ' -new knife an ' po ' - make urinate [ ur inate ] down dat knife
blade evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' wash ' isself wit whut chew call d i s  

URINATE JUST AFTER SUNRI SE 9 MORNINGS 
DOWN BLADE OF NEW KNIFE 

SALTPETER BATH 9 AFTERNOONS - THROWN TO SUNSET 

stuff dey use in prison . 
( Saltpeter ? )  
Saltpetah . Take dat an ' wash 
it [ his  tool]  an ' throw it to 
de sundown . Take dat an ' wash 

it an ' throw it to de sundown . If he done wash ' is s elf off an ' thr ow it de way 
de sun goes down ,  he kin git ovah [ cure]  it dataway - git along to wher e he kin 
handle anybody he want to . 

(That will take off this spell that took his nature away . )  
Dat ' ll take off dat . 
(He did that before sunrise did you say? ) 
[He d id not give the time , that is what I wanted to learn . ] 

Af tah sun risin ' an ' j es ' as d e  sun liable to s et , see yo ' put it in dere 
den ,  den it [ ailment ] will go  away d en .  Yo ' have to do dat fo ' nine evenin ' s  
an ' E,0 1 dat watah down dat knife fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

(You ur inate down the knife in the morning , and you throw it  away at night ? )  
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Yeah , yo ' washes wit dat saltpetah in de aftahnoon. 
[ Fo r  the general reader may I add : .  The peteP part o f  saZtpeteP . being one of  

the many names for the penis , has magic value in this impotence cure ; so also has 
the magic salt port ion of sa ZtpeteP. ] [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , (1027) . 1671 : 5 . ] 

3817 . Yo ' kin take an ' take yore own watah , sulphur an ' HeaPts Cologne . ah 
heard dat chew could use to br ing yo ' self [ natuPe ] back to to ' . Take yore own 

watah , HeaPts Co logne an sulphur an ' bath 
URINE - SULPHUR - HEARTS COLOGNE [ no t  bathe ] wit it . Yo ' know sulphur is a 

pecul iah thing anyhow , sulphur i s , an' take 
an ' bath yo ' self wit it an ' dat ' ll br ing yo ' - restore yo ' self back an ' evah

WATER - NEW WHITE HANDKERCHIEF 
WASH HIMSELF DOWNWARD S 3 TIMES 

THROW HANDKERCHIEF AWAY 

thing . [ Waycros s , Ga . , (1145 ) , 186 9 : 3 . ] 
3818 . (How could he get his natUPe back? ) 
If he not too ole , why dey kin . He kin go tuh 
de sto ' an ' buy ' im mayb e f ive-cent white pocket 
han ' ke ' chuf , an ' git ' im a pint of clear watah 

an ' wash ' is self down three t imes wit dat bran ' -new po cket han ' ke ' chuf , an ' don '  
u s e  it any mo ' . Throw it away . He kin go an ' mess wit anybody he wanta den . 

(That i s  if  this woman ha s taken his natuPe away , he can do that and then his 
natUPe will come back to htm . ) 

Yeah , if he not a ole man . 
(Just use clear water? ) 

Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . 1 (1434) 1 2600 : 3 . ] 
381 9 .  [ The sens e o f  thi s badly recorded cure can be  restored : ]  I f  woman has 

man tied up by measurin ' an ' wearin ' [measuring ] str ing , [ if she ] cro s s  watah -
when yo ' [ she ] cro s s  watah , she [ natUPe ] come 
back to yo ' .  [ But otherwise ] as long as she 

WATER CROS SED BY WOMAN TYING MAN wear dat [ you won ' t have any natuPe exc ept 
FREES HIM FROM SPELL for her . ] 

[ For a bet ter ins ight into cro s s ing water in 
wi tchcraf t ,  I recommend an unusual rite , which 

I will quote in full because it comes from an out-of-pr int and l imit ed-edition 
book to be  found only in university ,  college or large library : ]  

[ When my boy was Litt le we Lived up hePe neaP UPsa [ [Adams County� Il linois ] ] .  
We had an o ld aunt that was tePPib Ze.  We Z Z� the tPUth is� she was a witch. She 
often said when she mi lked heP cow� she milked evePy cow in the neighboPhood� 
which is tPue . EvepYone knew it� foP if she was mi lking heP cow� no one aPound 
could get a dPop of milk. EVepYone was afPaid of heP too� afPaid she would put 
a spe Z Z  on them. I didn ' t  think she would hUPt us� but she did. My Little boy 
was stPong . He took sick in the Legs � he got so weak he could not wa lk at a Z Z .  
We would put him down and he would faZ Z  Pight oveP� could not stand on his Legs . 
We took him to the dactoP in UPsa� he could not find anything WPong with my boy . 
We �ited sevePaZ days� then we bPought him to Quincy to DP. X. He could not 
find a thing WPong . Then I staPted to thinking maybe oUP aunt had a spe L L  on 
OW' boy and had him in heP poweP. My husband said� "We wi L L  take him to one 
moPe dactoP and if he does not find anything WPong� we wi Z Z  know he is bewitched 
and wi L L  have to take the spe L L  off some way . " We L L� we took him to the thiPd 
dbctoP [M. D . ] .  It was just the same answeP� nothing WPong . It ' s  an o ld saying, 
a witch can ' t  fo l low you oveP a body of wateP� if you go one way and come back 
anotheP way . As soon as you s taPt oveP the wateP� she Loses heP poweP; but if 
you come back the same way� she gets heP poweP back . We came to Quincy with the 
� went dawn to the PiveP� took the fePPY boat acPoss the PiVeP� caPPying my 
boy - he could not walk� was so weak . Then we wa lked up to the o ld bPiqge and 
staPted to walk back to Quincy on the wagon side of the bPidge . WHEN WE GOT HALF 
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OVER THE BRIDGE THE BOY WANTED DOWN. WE PUT HIM DOWN. I AM TELLING YOU THE 
TRUTH� HE STAKPED RIGHT OUT TO WALKING AND WALK&:D ACROSS THE BRIDGE WHEN HE HAD 
NOT WALKED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. The spel l  was bl'oken and he was st!'ong in the 
legs again. Right afte!' that� the o ld aunt - I should say witah - got down siak 
and aould not walk  fo!' seVe!'al yea!'s . So we knew she was the one that had oU!' 
boy in a spe l l .  She i s  dead now [ [ FAC I , 2nd ed . , p . 8 93 . ] ] . ]  

[ If I am no t mis taken , ano ther cro s s ing-water rite will appear in volume 3 or 
4 of  HOODOO . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , (807 ) , 1134 : 2 . ] 

3820 . Cuz I had i t  happen to me , see . I wuz goin ' wit a woman an ' I ' d stop
ped . Well , she got hold of de tape measure , yo ' know, an ' she took mah natu!'e 
an ' put it in a bot tle an ' wore it in ' er stockin ' . 

(Wore it in her s tocking ? ) 
Wore it  in ' er s tockin ' .  Like dis is , right in de middle , r ight at de knee 

of de s tockin ' - yo ' know , here [ d emons trates - in hinge o f  knee ] . 

WATER THAT RUNS 
OBJECT TYING MAN THROWN INTO 

(I see . ) 
Yes , put it  in dere an ' put a str ing below de knee 
an ' one above de knee . An ' she had me about six 
or eight months . Dere wuz ano thah thing she wuz 

do in ' too . But af tah dat I got - somebody told me about it , told me to get d is 
bottle soon as  I could . Dey says dat would get mah natu!'e back . I wuz in bed 
wit ' er an ' j es ' took it o f f .  Told me took it an ' put it  in runnin ' watah . I 
keep away from her den . [ Richmond , Va . , (434? ) ,  389 : 3 . ] 

3821 . Well , now, yo ' take ag ' in , yo ' kin go tub work an ' have a date . Yo ' 
kin go tub work an' have a date wit a woman , see .  Now if  she is  smooth enoug h ,  
she kin g o  tub work a n '  take her undahskir t ,  yo ' see , j es ' de undahskir t she have 

TIE INTO BALL OBJECT TYING HIM 
FACE RUNNING WATER AND THROW INTO 

WHEEL ON HEEL - WALK AWAY 

on - some of  ' em don ' even , yo ' know , don ' 
have no gown ,  yo ' see . Jes ' dere undahskir t .  
Dey kin take de undahskir t an ' wipe yo ' off  
wit de undahskir t an ' dat ' ll take yo ' natu!'e . 
Yo ' go home an ' have connect ion wit anothah 

fumb lin ' ,  an ' yo ' can ' t git s traightened - whut ' s de mattah ! Yo ' ain ' t sharp 
enough to know whut ' s  de ma ttah . Dey always keep it up . Evah time yo ' go tub 
' er , yore yo ' [ s elf aga in ] . 

(You ar e all r ight ? ) 
Yessuh , yo ' all righ t . But chew go  tub dat woman out yondah - ah done been in 

dat shape . Yo ' goes tub dat woman out yondah - yo ' see , j es '  lak a ole man. De 
ole man make up de f iah an ' say , "All right , ole lady , git straight , ah be dere 
directly . "  An ' den befo ' he could git to de bed , it - he say , "Wa it a minute ole 
lady , ah go tta go back in de fiah . " [This sounds like the r emnant o f  an o ld 
tale . ] 

So dat ' s  de idea when yo ' b e  mes sed up . If yo ' don ' t study 
ways have yo ' fo ' a good thing . An ' yo ' tote yore li ' le money 
dey take evahthing yo ' kin raise an ' s crap e .  An ' den she mes s 
body els e .  What ' s de mattah? She got yo ' so yo ' can ' t go out 
have no natu!'e fo ' nobody else , see .  

fo ' ' em ,  dey al
in. Yo ' go in an' 
aroun ' wit some
yondah . Yo ' won ' t 

Well , now ah tell yo ' how yo ' have tub go tub work an ' git chure natU!'e back . 
Now , a f tah she got chew lak dat , i f  yo ' smooth enough an ' kin ketch ' er . See? 

Quite natchal [ natura l ]  some of  ' em when dey do dat , dey take down dere skir t yo ' 
see , an ' dey have dat fo ' a special undahskir t .  Dey have it undah de haid o f  de 
baid . Well , now yo ' take dat undahskir t an ' yo '  take it on out . Take it to 
someb ody dat ' s a li ' le wisah [wiser ] den yo ' is . Why dey ' ll tell yo ' whut tub 
do wit it , yo ' s ee .  

D ey ' ll go tub work an ' tell yo ' , say ,  " Now listen ,  yo ' take dis heah undah-
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skirt . Don ' t take it back to de house .  Yo ' carry it to runnin ' watah. see . Yo ' 
may take it to runnin ' watah , yo ' s ee .  Yo ' take it  tuh runnin ' watah an '  wad it 
up j es '  a s  tight as yo ' kin git it . Yo ' see , j es '  as tight as yo ' kin git it . 
Yo ' carry it on to dat runnin ' watah , yo ' s ee . D en yo ' go tuh work an '  yo' tie 
it . Yo ' tie it in a ball yo ' s ee .  D en yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' throw it ovabbO' d  
!; dat runnin ' watah . When yo ' throw it , whir l yore back on it j es '  as quick as 
dat an ' go ahead on about chur e business . Well , now don 1 t chew have nuthin to do 
wit ' er no mo ' soon . Let it be three or fo ' weeks . Go on out an ' try yore luck 
wit dis  othah woman . Quite natchal , when yo ' go back to try dis  othah woman. yo ' 
don ' been der e  befo ' . See,  she ain ' t goin ' let chew tuh b e  playin ' wit ' er .  if 
yo ' can ' t do it . [ She will say ] , "Git out de way an ' let chur e brothah come



' long , heah . "  See.  Dey ' ll [women will]  tell yo ' . [Women are blunt about it . ]  
Well , now , yo ' git  dere an ' yo ' all r ight . Well , now de minute she mis s  dat 
[undePskiPt you took] , she goin'  f ly hot . Well , now when she f ly hot , she say .  
"Lookit heah ! Yo ' s ee , ah mis s  one o f  mah undahskir t" or , "ah mi s s  sech-an ' -sech 
a thing . "  

Yo ' say , "Well , ah knows nuthin ' bout it . "  Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' don ' know nuthin 
' bout dat . See .  Well , now , yo ' always b e  sharp enough to s tay outa dem kind o f  

� [ act s ] , yo ' s ee .  An ' dat ' s  d e  only way yo ' could git chur e na tUPe back ag ' in . 
But if yo ' go ' head an ' j es '  keep right on , she ' ll contin ' ly [ continually ]  keep 
yo ' d own .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1388 ) , 2488 : 1 . ] 

3 8 2 2 .  (What do they say about tying kno t s ? ) 
My boy said a girl tied knots on ' im , but ah don ' [ know] wha ' ' tis , how she 

did anythin ' lak dat . Ah ' ve heard it . An ' he foun ' de  co ' d  [ cord ] tied aroun ' 
' er wais ' an ' it  had three kno t s  in it . An ' he 

MAN RUNS TO RIVER j is '  made ' er pull it  off . [ He ]  said dat a wo-
TO THROW IN OBJECT TYING HIM man [ hoodoo he had consulted ] tole him tuh , dat 

if he would s earch ' er ,  she would have dat on . 
Said , "When yo ' fine hit , take it an ' run r ight on tuh de r ivah an ' put it in 
de rivah , say , " she goin ' tuh j ump on ' im [you ] an ' b e  mad an ' goin ' on , "  she 
say , "but j is '  keep right on runnin ' an ' throw it in de rivah . Dat will break 
' im [you ] loo s e  from ' er . "  But he didn ' t throw it in de r ivah , he j i s '  made 
huh pull it  off . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 74 5 ) , 1016 : 3 . ] 

MAN TAKES STRING FROM WOMAN 
WALKS BACKWARD S 3 STEP S TO RIVER 

THROWS OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

3823 . [ I  am r epeating what informant to ld me 
befor e I turned on r ecording machine : ]  
(You g et this cord away from this woman - from 
around her wai s t . What do you say you do with 
it? ) 

Yo ' take it out an ' throw it in de r ivah . Yo ' go tuh de  rivah bank an ' make 
three s tep s backward , throw it ovah de  lef ' shouldah intuh de r ivah . Aftah yo ' 
throw it ovah yo ' lef ' shouldah , den yo ' go r ight on an ' come on back. An '  den 
yo ' go right on home an ' lives lak yo ' have no mo ' trouble atall . Yes , that 
takes the spell off you . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (808) , 113 5 : 1 . ] 

IN SWIFT RUNNING WATER 
BATHE EARLY WITHOUT SOAP 
3 MORNINGS STRAIGHT 

3 8 24 .  Oh ! Well , if he ' s  been fixed like dat an ' de 
one - ah ' ve heard de  way tuh cure it i s  fo ' ht. tuh 
cure ' isself , is  tuh git up soon in de mawnin' . � 
down tuh a runnin ' s tream o f  watah , where de watah is  
runnin ' swift an ' a very cleah stream. an '  wash in 

dat watah three times - thr ee mawnin ' s  s traight . 
(You mean wash once each morning for thr ee mornings? ) 
But use no soap . 
[ Informant d id no t answer my impor tant question . ]  
(You wash j ust once each morning ? )  
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Each mawnin ' fo ' three mawnin ' s but use no soap . Use no soap , j is ' take ' is 
han ' an ' goes out tuh dat watah , runn in ' watah , an ' use dat watah . Wintah or 
summah ,  don ' make any d iff ' rence what is  de month , j is ' use it fo ' thr ee mawnin ' s 
an ' • • •  

(His nature will come back? ) 
Hi s nature will come back j is ' de  same as it wuz befo ' . [Vicksburg , Miss . , 

( 7 7 3 ) , 1064 : 1 . ] 
38 25 . Yo ' have tuh go den to de 

watah fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' let dis 
runnin ' watah . Yo ' should go tuh runnin ' 
watah be runnin ' west den ,  fo ' nine mawnin ' s 

TIED-UP WOMAN GOES TO WEST-RUNNING WATER 
9 MORNINGS TO ANOINT SELF DOWN 

an ' stick ' er fingah intuh dis runnin ' 
watah an ' ' no int ' er self down dere 
nine times fo ' nine mawnin ' s - nine 
times , onc e each mawnin ' , fo ' nine 

mawnin ' s .  Aftah de nine times den ' er feelin ' come back j i s ' lak it evah wuz . 
Anythin ' dat ' s tied it up , mayb e it somep in else . 

(That will br ing her nature back or bring his nature back? ) 
Eithah way , eithah case . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1450) , 2 6 35 : 5 . ] 
3 8 2 6 . Bath [not bathe ] yor es elf wi t runnin ' watah an ' ammonia fo ' nine maw

nin ' s - dis cleanin ' ammonia an ' c innamon . Bathe yo ' self fo ' nine mawnin ' s wit 
thr ee diff ' ren ' mixed watah . Whut I mean by thr ee diff ' ren ' mixed watahs ' yo ' 
git rivah watah , rain watah an ' well watah . Do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' af tah 

BATHE 9 MORNINGS 
AMMONIA - CINNAMON - 3 WATERS 

RIVER WATER - RAIN WATER - WELL WATER 
THROW USED WATER OVER SHOULDER TO SUNRI SE 

yo ' finish bathin ' , yo ' takes an ' 
throws it ovah yor e shouldah towards  
de  sunrise . 
(Which should er ? [Demonstrates . ]  
That r ight shoulder ? )  
Yes , sir . Your right should er . 
[The read er will no tice thi s rite 
has no purpose , an omiss ion that 

rarely happened . If  I turned on my r ecording machine too late or stopped it too 
soon , I always managed to add the purpose to the cylind er . I have two wr itten 
comments in the original MS ab out the present ins tanc e :  the one , an early pen
ciled no te smal l  pieae added to this , the other , a rec ent self-evident no te 
tPans�ibeP omitted my aomment .  Here i t  is : ]  

(Now,  you j ust gave me one [ a  cur e ]  of  thi s - for when a woman has a man tied 
up . That [ 3  water s ]  will bring back his nature . That ' s the idea isn ' t it? ) 

[True , I am asking for a yes answeP , but the answer i s  in the rite itself . ]  
Yes , sir . [New Orleans , La . ,  (838) , 1261 : 14 . ] 
3827 . Yo ' walk up on a person all of  a sudd en , yo ' know , an ' yo ' kinda scar e 

dem an ' j eer d em .  Well , dat will make ' em pull a-loose . 

WHIPPING CURES 
PENIS CAPTIVUS 

(With what? ) 
Wi t a peachtree swi tch .  Well , dat tuh part ' em , see . Use a 
peachtree switch tuh unhinge ' em j es ' lak dog s . 
(Can they use any other kind of  switch? ) 

Well , no suh , couldn ' t use any othah kind , j es ' de peachtr ee switch . [ Fayet te
ville , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 2 ) , 263 9 : 2 . ] 

3828 . (What do they call this plant? )  
De call i t  d e  he es . Dey ain ' t no thorn on dat . I t ' s got a purple blossom . 

S omeone can sur ely id entify this plant used as a hedge . ]  
(Then what do you do with that switch? ) 
[ Switch was mentioned b efore I turned on record ing machine . ]  
Yo ' whips ' em till dey come apart . 
(That whip s them apar t if th�y are stuck together . )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t  - Rootwork - 2509 

Af tah dey gits ' em apart , dey throws it down on de ground an ' dey [released 
couple]  goes walkin ' away . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1505) , 26 7 2 : 10 . ]  

38 29 . If  she gits yore fingahnails an ' she gits de  dirt in [ under ] which dat 
[ dirt  under f ingerna ils ] - much as  she kin git wit dose f ingahnails . Jis ' lak 

if yo ' wuz settin ' down an ' she tell yo ' ,  say , "Let me 
WIND BLOWS SPELL AWAY trim yore f ingahnails . "  Well , she will trfm yore f ingah-

nails off . Prob ' ly yo ' might not b e  thinkin ' of any
thin ' . Say , "Yore toenails need s trimmin ' ,  too . "  Well , she ' ll keep all dat . 
Well , de nex ' thin ' she ' ll do , she ' ll have intahco ' s e wit yo ' .  Well , she ' ll 
keep dat , but chew wouldn ' t  think da t - no idea of  how she would keep dat . 

(You said something about bringing it back . You said something about her 
bringing i t  back or something - the woman bringing i t  back . ) 

Yes , s ir . 
(Well , wha t did you say about that? ) 
Well , she take dat an ' she keep it . She put dat intuh a rag [making a hand] 

an ' she ' ll keep dat fer - s ee ,  s ev ' ral times she ' ll do dat . Yo ' s ee .  An ' i t  
come tuh b e  a certain amount . Well , aftah she git  dat certain amount , well 
she ' ll take da t certain amount den a n '  she ' ll take it off  somewhere ,  intuh de  
house , an ' she ' ll tie it up . [Here are the knots and tie up . ]  An ' she tie dat 
up fer sev ' ral yeahs . Yo ' ll come tuh be  in a way da t yo ' kinno t leave dere or 
leave her where somevah she is . I f  she go away , well yo ' will go an ' hunt ' er 
until yo ' f ind ' er to  b e  outa yore s ight . Well , when yo ' git s  da taway ,  why den 
she wants tuh turn yo ' loo s e .  De  day dat she gits ready tuh turn yo ' loose , why 
she 1 11 walk an ' ketch de air blowin ' a cer tain way - no ' th or eas t  or sout ' . 
Well , she will take dat den an ' she will shake it in de a ir . Well , yo ' are loo se 
den . When she shake dat in de air , well yo 1 git so den yo ' won ' t care anythin ' 
about ' er atall in de world . Well dat ' s de way dey do dat part of dat . 

(You put these f ingernails and stuff in that rag with the other . )  
Yes , sir . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 1038 : 1 . ]  

WOOD SAWYER 383 0 .  [This i s  a br ief no te made of a rite on an untranscribed 
cylinder : ]  [ "Wood sawyer , boiled with lard , makes salve to untie ." ] 
[Memphis ,  T enn . , (966) , 1561 : 3 . ] 

2 .  BLOOD OF THE HUMAN BODY 

[ I  have divid ed this section into two subsec t ions : EVERYDAY BLOOD and HER 
PRIVATE TIME. Neither sub section hold s all material on its subj ec t .  Such mat
ters as JIIawing b lood froom a wi tah , the b leeding aoropse , and other s had to be 
classified els ewhere .  Even menstroua l b lood will b e  found scattered throughout 
HOODOO . ]  

(1) . EVERYDAY BLOOD 

3831 . Take some of yore blood , yo ' know . Take de blood an ' take it • • •  
(What b lood? ) 

From de woman , yo ' know , when dey b irth a baby . Take de blood from dis 
woman - yo ' git chanc e to steal some of dat blood . An ' take dat , yo ' know dat 
piec e , an ' den go ahead an ' bury it in de graveyard . An '  hit ' ll stop a woman ,  
keep a woman - nevah will come no mo ' .  Nevah will come , an ' f in ' ly f irs ' thing 
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yo ' know she ' ll b e  da id . 
CHILDBIRTH BLOOD - BURY IN GRAVEYARD 

NEVAH WILL COME NO MO ' 
(Thi s is - part of your monthly rag? ) 
[My ques tion i s  mi s l eading . Thi s i s  def
initely childbirth blood . ] 

Any kinda monthly rag . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1093) , 17 6 2 : 5 . ] 
38 3 2 .  Take an ' go to a dogwood tree , if a person dislikes ' im .  An ' if yo ' 

j es '  take a p i ec e  - j es '  git one drop o f  blood anyway s [anyway ] da t is if yo ' 
kin git ho lt o f  it anyways .  An ' yo ' take an ' cuts yo ' a plug outa de tree , j es '  

DOGWOOD TREE , NORTH SIDE - PEG INTO - 1 DROP OF MAN ' S BLOOD 
DON ' T  LOOK BACK - HE LEAVES IN 30 DAYS 

' long s ide dat t r ee . 
Yo ' know , pull de 
plug out an ' drop 
de  blood in dere , 

an ' drive dat plug back on dere . Drive dat plug right back on dere an ' nevah 
lo ok back to s ee which way yo ' gain ' . Jes ' l eave an ' go right on o f f  f rom der e .  
An ' j es '  ' bout roun ' thirty days - i t  take ' bout thi rty day s d en - an ' da t man 
dere , if he ' s anywhere aroun ' yo re place o r  anythin ' ,  why he ' ll move away . He ' ll 
leave off an ' yo ' nevah heah sight o r  t ell of ' im no mo ' .  

(Wha t tree do you u s e  f o r  that? ) 
De d ogwo o d  tree • • •  
[ I  s topped r ecording too quickly here , mis s ing noPth side , which I had to in

c lude by res ta rting machine and adding pa renthetical ques tion or comment . I am 
no t asking a leading question . ]  

( On the no rth s ide? ) 
Yes . [Wil son , N .  Ca r . , (1509) , 2677 : 4 . ] 
3833 . Pu t it down roun ' in d e  Zeak of a house . Well , j es '  lak if yo ' take a 

per son ' s  blo o d  an ' s top it up in a bo ttl e ,  an ' turn it down on i t s  haid , turn de  

EAVE S  - BURY UNDER - PERSON ' S  BLOOD IN BOTTLE UP S IDE DOWN 
bo ttle up side down on 
de  mouf [mouth]  • An ' 
l et it b e  up side down 

an ' pu t i t  in de  Zeak of a - house , an ' s ee ,  dat ' ll run a person c ra zy . 
(What do you mean by the Zeak of the house ? )  

Jes ' lak , yo ' know , where de wa tah leak down o n  d e  ground - yes , o f f  de ro o f . 
[ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1308 ) , 2 213 : 1 0 . ] 

3834 . [ Take ] dat blo o d  an ' put it on a rag er somepin an ' bury it up undah 
' is hous e .  Dat ' ll keep 'im down. 

HOUS E 
( Blo o d  f rom any part of h i s  body? ) 

Any part o f  ' is body . 
( How do you mean keep him down? ) HIS BLOOD BURIED UNDER 

KEEP 'IM DOWN Well , how yo '  keep ' fm  down - see ,  dat ' s buried undah de 
earth , undahs tan ' .  Well , dat keep s ' im painful - j es '  

no t able to wo rk , no t go . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (11 2 2 ) , 18 04 : 5 . ] 
3835 . Well , yo ' could take some of d e  man ' s blood an ' some o f  de  woman ' s  

blo o d  an ' wrap i t  up . Jes ' take some o f  it in a rag , o f  each one o f  ' em ' s  blood , 

HOUSE - HIS AND HER BLOOD IN RAG BURY UNDER - KEEPS TOGETHER 
an ' wrap it up an ' 
bury it up undah 

up undah de hou s e ,  an ' dem people will stay togethah 
(Who would do thi s ? ) 

Anyone .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 21) , 2 7 13 : 1 . ] 

de  hou s e ,  anywhere 
until d e '  d i e . 

383 6 . Well , d ey say yo ' take a p i ec e  of string , no t a rag s tr ing bu t a co tton 
s tr ing yo ' know ,  an ' yo ' tie a kno t .  Now , evahone says if yo ' wan ' a  man tuh love 
yuh , o r  a woman , yo ' kin j es '  squeez e dat little  thing [ f ing er ] on yo re l ef ' han ' 
[ d emons tra tes ] .  
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( Squeez e the little finger on the lef t 
KNOTS 9 TIED IN STRING hand . ) 

ON EACH PUT PART OF DROP OF BLOOD 
FROM LEFT LITTLE F INGER WITH NEEDLE 

WEAH ABOUT WAIST 

Squeez e it t ill it git kinda dead [ numb ] , 
yo ' know . Den yo ' take a needle an ' j es '  
keep p ickin ' t ill yo ' git  one drop of 

put a little b i t  on all nine of 
run crazy ovah yo ' .  

blood . An ' yo ' take dat drop of blood an ' 
dem kno t s , an ' weah it  roun ' yor e  waist . Dey ' ll 

(You take that b lood from your own finger ? ) 
Yes . [Waycro ss,  Ga . ,  (114 2 ) , 18 60 : 2 . ] 
383 7 . I heard say yo ' kin take a match an ' trim de haid all o f f  real c lose , 

sharpen ' er right down on dat point , an ' p ick yore fingah wit it  an ' carry it . 

MATCH SHARPENED - MAN STICKS HIS  F INGER AND HERS - KEEP S MATCH 
An ' if  yo ' stick 
it in a g irl 
enough fo ' it 

tuh bleed , dey say dat she ' ll love yo ' .  Den keep de match stem wit de b lood on 
it . [Wilming ton , N. Car . , ( 24 9 ) , 24 5 : 5 . ] 

3838 . Ah know about one thing , yo ' kin write a person ' s  name . Yo ' kin take 
it - now if yo ' wanta b e  ovah a woman or a man , yo ' take an ' write his name in 
a p iece o f  papah wit ' ers . Now , if yo ' want de woman tuh b e  ovah de man , write 

NAME - HIS OR HER - ONE OVER OTHER - WITH LEFT ARM BLOOD 
FOLD TO YOU - BURY 9PM IN CORKED BOTTLE - UNDER DOORSTEP 

de woman ' s  name tuh 
de top an ' write ' is 
name undahneat ' ' er s .  
Den p ick yore lef ' 

arm , an ' pinch enough b lood outa dat lef ' arm tuh sp ell dose names out . Den 
when yo ' git do s e  names sp elled , yo ' take it an ' wrap it  up tuh yo ' ,  dat p iece 
of papah . Fold i t  comin ' tuh yo ' .  Whutevah way yo ' fold i t , let it b e  comin ' 
tuh yo ' .  An '  take it an ' put it  in a corked bo ttle an ' bury it  a t  nine ' clock 
at night . An ' dat man an ' da t woman nevah will quit one ano ther . An '  if dey 
quit one anothah , dey ' ll go crazy . D ey love one ano ther so good as long as dey 
live . S ' long as  dey live , dat las ' ' em  f o ' evah . Bury it undah de do ' step at  
night . If yo ' can ' t git chance tuh b ury it , j es '  throw it undah de do ' step , an ' 
[ or ]  in a place where dey go tta walk in an ' out . An ' dey nevah will quit one 
another , an ' j es '  go crazy wit dat han ' writin ' . 

(You must get this b lood out o f  your lef t arm? ) 
Pick it  out - yore lef ' arm , yo ' j es '  go tta p ick it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 3 ) , 

17 61 : 7 . ] 
3839 . [Ah ]  heah ' em say , if yo ' g o t  a man ,  someone yo ' love an ' he leave yo ' ,  

yo ' haven ' t  got ' i s p ichur e ,  why yo ' take a needle an ' p ick till yo ' git  de b lood 
out de little fingah heah [ demons trates ] .  

(That ' s  the little finger of  the lef t hand . ) 
Yes , an ' yo ' g it de b lood out of it  an ' yo ' have a 

an ' a piece of papah . An ' yo ' write it j is '  like yo ' 
pen ,  yo ' know a ink pen , 
would be  writin ' , an ' write 

his name , an ' den write 
yores undah it ; an ' 
draw ' i s p ichure , if  
yo ' haven ' t  nary one 

NAME - HIS AND HER - WRITE WITH LEFT LITTLE-FINGER BLOOD 
DRAW HIS PICTURE - 9PM PUT UNDER NORTH CORNER OF CHIMNEY 

NEXT DAY PUT UNDER BED LEG 9 DAYS - HE COMIN ' BACK 
of ' is p ichure . An ' 

nine a ' clock at night yo ' ll put it  undahneat '  de chimley , de no ' t  [ north] cornah , 
de no ' t  s ide  of  de  chimley . Put ' is p ichure dere an ' ' is name an ' yore name . 
An '  put i t  - life up de foo t of  yore baid an ' put it undahneat '  dere nine days . 
He comin ' back.  [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  ( 1201) , 2017 : 11 . ] 

3840 . Ah heard yo ' could take a hen aig . Take an ' draw b lood out dis fingah 
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[ d emons trates ] .  
NAME - HI S AND HER - WITH RIGHT INDEX-FINGER BLOOD - ON EGG (The index finger 

o f  the r ight hand . ) 
An '  take an ' wr ite chur e name an ' ' is name on dat a ig an ' it would make him love 
' er . 

(What would you do with that egg then? ) 
Well , yo ' would take an ' bury dis egg , bury it undah yore s t eps . 
(You wr ite his name and your name in the blood . )  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1 08 8 ) , 

1 7 57 : 3 . ] 
384 1 . In case of a man an ' ' is  wife 

time an ' pinch de end o f  yore fingah or 
s eparatin ' , well yo ' kin set down some
anywher e enough tuh git blood , enough tuh 

NAME - HI S AND HER - WITH END OF FINGER BLOOD 
WEAR OVER HEART 

wr ite wit . Git chew a pen an ' 
us e it [ b lood ] as  a ink , an ' 
wr ite chur e name an ' ' is name 

ovah yore lef ' sid e ,  ovah yore hear t .  
279 3 : 5 . ] 

an ' weah it r ight ovah heah , 
He ' ll come back . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 154 3 ) , 

384 2 .  Yo ' take a pin an ' scratch yo ' self until y� ' b leed , an ' den take de 
b lood an ' wr ite de  girl ' s name . Jis ' like i f  it ' s a g irl yo ' in love wit , write 

NAME - TO LETTER - SIGNED WITH OWN BLOOD AND SCRATCHING PIN 
dat name wit dat 
pin wit de blood , 
an ' s end ' er dat 

lettah an ' she would come regardless tuh wher e yo ' wuz . She would come an ' see 
yo ' . 

(Do you mean you j us t  wr ite her an ordinary letter fir·st , or j us t  wr ite her 
name on it? ) 

Jis ' wr ite a or ' nary lettah firs ' den s ign yor e name wit dat b lood . [ Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 6 6 0 ) , 863 : 9 . ]  

384 3 .  If a man ' s runnin ' 
watah an ' some of ' is blood . 

aroun ' an ' so  yo ' git a needle an ' put it in some 

NEEDLE - BLOOD - WATER 
IN BOTTLE - UNDER DOORSTEP 

Why ah ' ll mix dat togethah . Put de needle in der e ,  
in a bottle wit some watah [ and blood ] an ' bury i t  
undah d e  do ' step .  Dat ' ll cuz ' im - dat ' ll keep ' im 
from runnin ' aroun ' . 
(This woman has to stick the 

get some of his blood , and put it in this bottle of water 
Uh-huh , an ' bury it undahneat ' chur e s t ep ,  down b es ide 

make him s tay home . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 6 1) , 2650 : 8 . ] 
3844 . Prick yo ' fingah an ' git chur e blood . 
(Which finger ? ) 
Dis fingah [demons trates ] .  

needle into him and 
- plain water ? ) 
de do ' step . Dat ' ll 

(The finger with the r ing on , the r ing finger of the left hand . ) 
Dat ' s it . Yo ' pr ick it an ' yo ' git chur e blood an ' yo ' wr ite his name full 

an ' yore [woman ' � name full . Den yo ' make three r ings aroun ' dat wit de b lood . 

3 CIRCLES - ROUND HI S AND HER NAMES - ALL WITH BLOOD FROM 
HER RING FINGER - FOLD PAPER - BURY AT NORTH END OF HOUSE 

undah de  no ' th 
tuh who it is . 
anybody back. 

end o f  de hous e .  Dat ' ll br ing a person back 
It ' ll make him come back tuh dat pahtic ' lah 

An ' yo ' fold dat 
papah , yo ' know , 
dis wa"'!ft de  two ends 
in , an ' yo ' bury it 
tuh yo ' regardless 
plac e .  Dat ' ll br ing 

(If your husband has left , if you put the two names together . )  
Tenn . , (9 2 8 ) , 1511 : 2 . ] 

[Memphis ,  

384 5 .  Take de lef ' third fingah - dis fingah [ d emonstrates ] .  
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(Which one is that? ) 
[ Informant demonstrates . ]  
(That ' s  the r ing f inger , the f inger next to the little f inger on the left 

hand . ) 
An ' yo ' take yo ' a needle 

an ' yo ' would wr ite her name 
[ demonstrates ] an ' pick dis f ingah till it bleeds , 
on de top l ine an ' ' is name on de bot tom line . Now , 

3 CIRCLES OF INCREAS ING S IZE - ROUND HER NAME ABOVE 
HIS BELOW - ALL WRITING WITH HER RING-FINGER BLOOD 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP IN MORNING - HE ' S  HOME BY NIGHT 

j es '  say mine , an '  draw a 
small r ing aroun ' it de 
f irst t ime ,  an ' den one a 
li ' le bit  largah , an ' de 
nex ' a l i ' le largah [magic 

of  increas ing 
Den yo ' would 
why da t night 
Jes ' de blood 

3846 . Yo ' 
an ' yo ' st ick 

s iz e ]  t ill yo ' draw three r ings aroun ' de names wit yore blood . 
bury dis papah undah yore do ' step . If yo ' do dat in de mawnin ' , 
he would come back tuh ' er .  He ' d  stay wit ' er an ' wouldn ' t  leave . 
from yore lef ' f ingah . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 249 3 : 3 . ]  
take de f ir s ' f ingah from de lef ' han ' an ' yo ' take a new needle 
dis f ingah [ demonstrate s ] . 

(The index f inger of the left hand . ) 
3 DROP S OF BLOOD Yes ,  an ' yo ' git three drop s of  blood an ' 

it will bring love . INDEX FINGER LEFT HAND - NEW NEEDLE 
FEED IN SODA WATER OR WHISKEY (Wha t do you do with that blood after you 

get it? ) 
Give it to them in soda wa tah or whi skey . [ Savannah , 

3 INGRED IENT S :  RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER 
BOTTLED WITH BLOOD - STOP DAT BLOOD FROM TRANSMISSION 

Ga . , (1269) , 2 149 : 2 . ] 
3847 . De  blood , yo ' 
could take da t an ' yo ' 
could put dat in a bot
t le .  Yo ' stop dat up , 

yo ' put da t in a bottle . An ' yo ' put red peppah , 
An ' yo ' stop dat up airt ight , a person blood , an ' 
mission. Dat stop dere passin '  of de blood . 

sulphuh an ' gunpowdah in dat . 
dat stop da.t b lood fr-om tr-ans-

(The blood from any part  o f  the body? ) 
Yeah . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2511 : 8 . ]  
3848 . I have heard of a class of people who would get a hold o f  your blood . 

They get that  from any par t they can get it : from your f inger , your feet or your 

WATER, TIDE : BURY BLOOD ON SHORE AT EBB T IDE 
head . And they would bury it  on 
the shore at ebb t ide , an ' when 
the t ide came in , that would flow 

with the t ide and make them craz y .  
War began) , b y  Ediphone . ]  

[Hampton , Va . ,  ( 24 ,  informant 8 when C ivil 

( 2 ) . "HER PRIVATE TIME" 

"MINISTRATION" - "APPEARANCE" - "UNWELLNES S" 
"PERSONALS" - "PAH ' TIC ' LAH PIECES11 - 11 SOILS1 1  

"CHANGE OF DE MOON" 

[ The preceding words , all meaning the same thing , are a few of the terms t o  
b e  found i n  the following mater ial . White people used the same a nd  other expres
s ions . Remember , these names were collected a generat ion ago (before the present 
moment , March 19 7 3 )  and are not exhaus t ive for their t tme .  A careful examinat ion 
of HOODOO will show that sex was not gathered for the sake of sex , but as a part 
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of the total study . ] 

3849 . [ Here is one of those rites saying much in few words . Either the 
br iefness of the rite deceived me or I was too tired to reac t immediately with 

questions . ] 
AN AMAZ ING RITE OF 9 (What do you do with the woman ' s per iod now? ) 

Take it an ' put it on a lit t le p iece o f  c loth , j es ' LAK 
YO ' WANTA EXAMINE YO ' SELF AN ' SEND YORE BLOOD OFF . PUT IT ON A PIECE OF PAPAH 
WHERE YO ' KIN SEE IT , WHERE YO ' DON ' T  SEE BUT NINE P IECE S  OF IT . Take it an ' 
sew it up in a p iece of  c loth , an ' drop it in runnin ' watah . 

[ Informant tells me a woman wor r ied about her condition and wanta e�ine yo '
self (have your self examined ) can have her b lood tes ted by put ting 9 p ieces or 
drops of it on a pieae of papeP whePe yo ' kin see it and send (or mail )  yoPe 
b lood off. Several t imes in HOODOO I sp eak about doatoPs aping M. D . ' s :  the old 
medical kit , dip loma on wal l ,  calling themselves doatoPs3 labeling medicine , the 
b r ight l ight , examining urine , etc . In the present instance we have a c lever 
opePatoP who pr esumab ly gives b lood tests by mail ! Ac tually he avoid s United 
States p o s tal law by no t appearing in the transac tion,  using a second person 
who may add ano ther go-between . Or , if he becomes invo lved , he is a spir itual 
healer , who answers by letter : The spec imen merely means God cures everything . 
I am working on your case . I canno t accep t  money for God ' s work . You feel bet
ter even now and s oon will be cured . That will b e  t ime to  send a thank of fer
ing to help God ' s work along etc . [ Florence , S .  Ca r . , (1334 ) , 2 3 01 : 2 . ] 

3850 . [We are so concerned with the ordinary magic rites of  wa l king baak
waPds3 aounting3 thPowing oveP shouldeP , and other s ,  that we s eldom think of the 

rarer magic act ions (not  omens ) such as angeP and tempeP . 
ANGER - PRETEND ED Here are several examples from FAC I 1 s t  ed : "Pepper s can b e  

grown only by a person who ha s a vio lent temper" (1057 ) ; 
"Unless you are angry while p lanting p epper s ,  they will no t grow" (1058 ) ; and 
"S top a per son ' s hiccough by making him angry" (5419 ) . The following rite i s  
the rare one o f  pPetended angeP : ]  

A woman kin take her siakny [ sickness ]  Pag ,  yo ' undahstan ' . S h e  kin take 
dat o f f  it an ' put it in ' is rations , an ' g ive it to him to eat .  An ' whilst 
he ' s eatin ' it an ' befo ' he git through eatin ' an ' , she scold at  ' im , yo ' undah
s tan ' . Well , j es ' anythin ' she wanta do den , she got  ' im . He be scared of ' er 
from den on.  

( But she must  do  that whi le he  is  eating it ? )  
Whilst he eatin ' it , yas suh . She gotta scold at ' im whilst he eat in ' it . 

[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1407 ) , 2 5 29 : 2 . ] 
3851 . Ah says , if a man got a woman an ' also , if he can ' t rule de woman , he 

kin j es ' take a woman when a woman ' s periods rise , an ' carry it an ' find a b ig 
red ants ' nes t  an ' bury it direc t in dat 

ANT NE ST - BACK UP 1 0  FEET AND TURN ant s ' nes t . Dat ' s all  he gotta do wi t 
dat , j es ' bury i t  right in dat ants ' nes t  

an ' walk off . Back up to  ten feet an ' turn yore face an ' go on about chure 
business , an ' evahthin ' is okay den . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Keep her home - yes s ir , keep ' er undah yore j urisdiction . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

( 124 9 ) , 2123 : 6 . ] 
3852 . If  a woman want s yo ' an ' yo ' don ' t want ' er , she ' ll make yo ' fellah 

' er anywhere in de wo r l ' . Git  a p iece of yore undahweah an ' git  some of ' er 
s tuf f [mens trual b lood ] an ' put on it , an ' she ' ll  weah it right undah heah 
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[ d emons trates ] .  
(In her lef t armpit . )  [Wilmington , 

ARMP IT - HER BLOOD - P IEC E OF HIS UNDERWEAR N .  Car . , ( 2 28 ) , 222+85 . ]  
3853 . I ' ve heard dat if a woman 
leaves home - I mean a man leaves 

home , an ' de woman wants to make him come back . De b igges t idea in dealing s  such 
as dat , yo ' d eal wit de p ieces yo ' wears - de clo thes yo ' wear s . Yo ' takes de 

BED - CENTER OF - IN SOIL UNDER HOUSE 
BURY HIS SHIRT ABOUT HER PERSONALS 

man ' s clothes , but yo ' mus t  wanta have 
an ' undahpiece dat he wor e .  Yo ' take dat 
undahshirt or paj ama suit or anything dat 
de man have worn . Yo ' takes it - she ' ll 

take dat , 
dat is?  

(No . ) 

I heard , an ' she will mix dat wit some of ' er personals.  Yo ' know what 

Her month ly persona ls . 
(Her month ly persona ls . All right . )  

Her month ly personals , yo ' unders tan ' , an ' she will take his shirt an ' she 
will wrap it , yo ' know , aroun ' some of ' er personals.  See ! An ' den she will 
take dat an ' she will dig a hole j es '  about undah d e  centah about where de b ed 
� [a quincunx] . Dat will b e  up and undah d er e  hous e - s ee ,  r ight in de soil . 
S ee ,  d ig a hole down dere an ' she ' ll bury dose two p ieces tog ethah an ' it ' s  im
pos s ible fo ' him to s tay away . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 3 ) , 1063 : 3 . ] 

3854 . If yore man is well ' way from yo ' an ' yo ' want ' im tuh come home an ' 
yo ' ve evah had anythin ' tuh do wit ' im an ' yo ' ve nevah washed up de cloth , take 

BEDCLOTH WATER - IN BOTTLE WITH SUGAR - OVER DOOR 
CALL HIS NAME 3 TIME S  - SHAKE BOTTLE 

it an ' wash it an ' g it de 
small amount of watah , j is '  
enough fo ' tuh dampen de 
cloth an ' let  it soak an ' 

g it it out of  it . Take it an ' put it in a bot tle an ' put chew j is '  about a tea
spoonful o f sugah in it . Den yo ' set it up ovah de do ' where he came in at . Do 
dat in de evenin ' t ime an ' de nex ' mawnin ' yo ' grab de b o t tle an ' call ' is name 
three times . Shake it up . In 24 hours he ' ll b e  at chore res idenc e ,  if he ' s  
anywheres lak he kin git der e .  I f  h e  don ' t come in 24 hours , he ' ll b e  close 
enough tuh drop yo ' a card an ' let chew know he ' s  comin ' . [This r ite should 
have gone under IMPOTENCE , following No . 3 25 9 . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 153 0 : 7 . ] 

3855 . Yo ' s ee ,  an ' here ' s  anothah ques tion dat p eople always say , yo ' see , 
about wimmen people .  Yo ' know whenevah de per iod is  on ' em  dat way , dey say yo '  

BOTTLE TILTED TO DRAIN OUT 
HER BURIED PERIOD 

kin take some of dere p er iod , yo ' s ee - in a bottle 
yo ' s ee - an ' s top dat up , yo ' s ee , an ' d ig a hol e ,  
yo ' s ee ,  an ' turn d e  mouth of i t  r ight down into de 
ground , yo ' see . An ' d ey say as long as  dat s t ay 

in dere , say d at ' ll pas s dat woman away . An ' evah month yo ' know ' er per iod come 
on ' er ,  dey claim it won ' t come er [or ] nuthin but j es '  reg ' lah b ig clods [ clots ] 
of blood . An ' it will keep ' er in a way dat she nevah can have intahco ' se wit a 
man , not no mo ' in ' er life , unles s  yo ' have to  go back dere an ' release dat 
bottle - d ig it up . [ Waycro s s ,  Ga . , (1069 ) , 1729 : 1 . ]  

3856 . Now a woman like me , a female woman , d ey would g it mah minist�ti on ,  
or cloth , an ' wash it an ' dreen [drain ]  it out of dat . Ah' ve seen dat  dug up , 
an ' buried . But now de way dey bury da t ,  dey burl it  l ike dat [demons trates ] ,  
caticornah [catercornered = s lanted downward here • L eave j es ' a little hole 
fo ' it to  dreen out chew know . An ' j es '  as dat dreen outa dat bottle , j es '  dat 
way yo ' ll dreen away . [ Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 1144) , 1867 : 8 . ] 

38 57 . An ' d i s  g irl , if it ' s  a g irl an ' she say whether she ' s  goin ' knock fer 
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� [knock a nail into your pic ture agains t a tree ] an ' tell yore bus ines s ,  an ' 
[ if ]  yo ' could ketch ' er whenevah she , yo ' know , stayed dere [ at your house] , if 
yo ' git hold of one of do se cloths an ' put it in a milk bot tle , an ' let di s but
tahmilk dreen , an ' b e  sur e it ' s  but tahmilk an ' no t sweet milk , an ' half  put de 
stoppah on dere , like a papah stoppah , an ' let it [ have]  enough room fer it to 
dreen out , an ' she ' ll die , too . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 260) , 17 9 : 1 . ]  

3858 . Well , ah ' m  married , an ' people has been tellin ' me dat mah husband wus 
ga in '  wit a woman . So ah d idn ' t believe it , ah said ah wanted tub see fo ' mah
self . So one night ah were out an ' ah went tub a fr iend of mine ' s  hous e an ' ah 

met 1 em dere togethah . Co ' se ah d idn ' t ack 
anyway 1 spicious . Ah know whut dey would 
think . So dis woman dat he wus ga in '  wit , 
she wus a fr iend o f  mine an ' she vis ited 

BURNED WITH RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR 
V ICTIM DEAD IN 3 0  DAYS 

mah hous e of ten . An '  so one day she came dere an ' she happ en tub be ministPatin ' 
at de t ime ,  an ' she ast  me did ah have somep in dat she could use . So ah tole her 
yeah , an ' ah gave her a piece . So de  piece dat she had on , she gave it tub me . 
Ah say , "Yo ' give it tub me an ' ah ' ll throw it away fo ' yo ' ,  put it in de trash . "  
She said all right . 

So , sinc e den , ah wer e out an ' ah met ' im an ' ' er togethah . So ah tole her , 
ah say , "DE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN TELL IN 1 ME DAT YO 1 WERE GOIN 1 WIT MAH HUSBAND , BUT 
AH DIDN 1 T BELIEVE IT . NOW AH KNOW IT FO 1 MAHSELF . "  AH SAID , "AN 1 AH WILL FIX 
YO ' IN A WAY DAT YO ' WON ' T  HAVE ANYTHIN ' TUH DO WIT MAH HUSBAND AN ' NO OTHAH 
WOMAN ' s  HUSBAN ' . I I  

So whut ah did . De piece dat she left der e ,  ah got some sulphur an ' red pep
pah an ' put in it an ' burned it . An '  in a month ' s  time - ah had tole her dat in 
a month ' s  t ime she wouldn ' t  know anyone . So , during dat month af tah ah had 
burned it , she pined - went tub pinin ' away . An ' WHEN DE MONTH WUS UP , DEN SHE 
D IED . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (127 5 ) , 2167-1 . ] 

3859 . If ah had a woman an ' ah want ' er tub stay at home - want ' er tub s tay 
at home - yo ' kin take dat . Yo ' know , j es '  lak she ' s  ministPatin ' , yo ' kin take 

ASHE S  OF RAG - BURY IN FRONT YARD 
dat rag an ' burn it up - burn it up in de 
ashes . Take it [ a shes ] an ' carry it to de 
front yard an ' bury it . Dat ' ll keep ' er at 

home . Yo ' would have to steal it [dat Pag ] . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1188 ) , 1006 : 5 . ] 
3860 . Now , yo ' kin take - j es '  lak if yo ' want s tub make ' em weak , weak-

minded an ' don ' have no good health , j es '  bad health all de t ime .  Yo ' kin take 

BURN HER RAG - CATCH SMOKE IN BOTTLE 
BURY UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE 

a rag an ' yo ' kin put it roun ' de pot an ' 
burn it . Put it roun ' de pot or eithah 
put i t  in de chimley an ' burn it . An ' 
take de  smoke , j es '  lak if  yo ' ketch de 

smoke in a bottle an ' s top de  smoke up in de bot tle , an ' dat ' ll make dem weak
minded an ' don ' have real bright sens e - an ' bad health . 

(What do you do with that bot tle then af ter this smoke is stopped up? What 
do you do with that bot tle then? ) 

Well , yo ' take dat bot tle an ' yo ' bury it right undah de center of  yore house 
lak de centah of de  room heah . Well , yo ' bury it right undah de center of  de 
hous e by de  middle block undah [ suppor t ing ] de house . [Center of house makes a 
quincunx . ]  

(Just that cloth , the woman ' s  monthly cloth , get the smoke of  it . )  [Florenc e , 
S .  Car . , (1320)  , 2 2 64 : 1 .  ] 

3 8 61 . Ah know oncest it wus [ a ]  woman hurted ano thah girl wit some of ' er 
pah ' tia ' Zah pieaes in ' er coz [ cloz • clothe s ] . She wus gain ' wit dis woman 
husban ' .  An '  she took dis coz befo ' she washed ' em , an ' s tole ' em out de hous e,  
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an ' she took ' em an ' hur-ried ' em . An ' dis girl she goin '  aroun ' , she went to 
feelin ' bad . She didn ' t know whut wuz de ma ttah . She didn ' t pay no ' tention 
to huhself . An ' dis woman she died . Yo ' know IF ANYBODY HURT CHOO AN' DE PERSON 
D IE , YO ' LL NEVAH GIT WELL . An ' dis girl she j is '  s tayed sick , sick, sick . An ' 
when dey d id f ind out it wus too lat e ,  dat dey had some of  huh cloz bur-ried ,  be
cuz de woman was done dead . An ' dis girl she s tayed sick , s ick , sick . An '  she 
dried to nuthin but j is '  skin an ' bones . An ' she died . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
( 299b ) , 224 : 2+8 5 . ]  

38 62 . Well , j es '  lak a lady ' s  'pea�nae [appearance ] , yo ' know . Well , yo '  
kin b e  careless wit dat an ' somebody could git dat an ' take i t  an ' bury it . Well 
dat destroy yor e  whole health . Yo ' can ' t nevah been well , cuz it stop yo ' from 
menistratin ' - can ' t  ministrate . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 63 ) , 8 7 1 : 3 . ] 

38 63 . Take de rqg. Yo ' take it an ' bury it , dey say , an ' dat will make a 
person j is '  dry up . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 2 2 ) , 149 2 : 10 . ] 

38 64 . Well , ah heard dat dey kin 

BLACK BOTTLE - WOMAN ' S SANITARY 
DEVIL 'S VINEGAR - CINNAMON - STEEL DUST 

take - lak a man wants tuh do s omp in 
wit a woman - he kin take a woman 
sanitaries an ' put it into a black 
bottle an ' bury it an ' kill de woman . 
(He would take the sanitary piece from 

her and put it  in this b lack bottle and 
her . ) 

s top it  up and bury it and it would kill 

Put devi l  vinegah wit it  an ' some cinnamon an ' some stee l dus t [ 3  ingredients ]. 
[ For black bottle see BLACK BOTTLE , p . 5 23 . ] [New Orleans , La . , (1558 ) , 2838 : 2 . ] 

38 6 5 .  See ,  yo ' kin take a hen , a black hen see , an ' cut ' er see , an ' put 
sulphur in ' er see , an ' takes a lady ' s  minis trate s ee ,  her monthly p eriod , a 

BLACK HEN ' S REAR END - INTO WITH SULPHUR 
ST ICK AND SEW UP - DI SL IKED WOMAN ' S CLOTH 

woman yo ' dislike or anything , an ' 
put it in dere . An ' see , s ew dat 
hen back up an ' turn ' er loos e ,  an ' 
a s  dat hen go ' way an ' pine ' way an ' 

die , dat person [woman] will do de same thing . She be s ickly until she d ies like 
dat . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (107 6 ) , 1743 : 6 . ]  

38 6 6 . Jis ' lak yo ' kin take a woman ' s  sanitary napkin an ' put it in a bucket 
or a can - anything containin ' a top - an ' j is '  s top it up . An ' see , dat s t op 

CAN - ANYTHING CONTAIN IN ' A TOP 
' er blood up an ' she j is '  - cain ' t no doc tah 
[M . D . ] start it . It won ' t s tar t . Dey won ' t 
know whut tuh do about it . An ' event ' ly [ even

tually ] she ' ll go in bad health . [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 1521 : 8 . ] 
38 67 . Mah gran ' fa thah taught me about i t - fo ' de woman , fo ' instan ' , woman 

when she has ' er co ' ses [courses ] on see . Dey take one of dos e pieces whut she 

CHIMNEY - DOSE PIECES IN - TO SMOKE 
THEN STOPPED UP IN TREE 

have - listen well ! - if dey �ang it up in 
de  chimley where it smokes by de f iah , she 
will dry up in de smoke . Yo ' se� women dat 
git so small an ' thin , an ' take treatment 

from de doc tor [M . D . ]  an ' don ' get any bettah . She dries up . Now , take dat 
[ p iece]  an ' burn it to a powdah . Take a augah [ auger ] an ' bo ' a hole in a tree . 
[ S top tha t powd er up ] when dat sap is down , an ' when dat sap goes up da t ' s  whut 
stops [ it ] . She ' s  b lowed [bloa t ed ] up . When de sap goes up , she 1 s blowed up , 
yo ' undahs tan ' .  [ New Orleans , La . ,  (816) , 115 5 : 3 . ] 

CURSE HER WHILE BURYING WO�N 'S BLOOD 
38 68 . I ' ve heard dat dey ' ll go to work 
an ' git a hold of a woman ' s  blood - yo ' 
undahs tan ' ,  take de p iece , shoo under-

s tan ' - an ' bury it in de ground . She ' ll come so she don ' t want nobody , see .  
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Dat woman , yo ' don ' t want de use of ' er ,  yo ' say , "Damn yo ' ,  woman , I don ' t want 
chah , I ' ll fix yo ' so nobody kin git chah . " She won ' t want nobody af tah dat . 
[ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (near 93 ) , 9 : 5 . ] 

386 9 .  Mayb e  yo ' kin j es '  ketch hold o f  ' em ,  yo ' see , 
sickness ,  yo ' undahs tand what I mean . Minis tratin ' ,  yo ' 

DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING - HEARTS COLOGNE - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
2 NAILS 1 NEEDLE - OR 3 NAILS 2 NEEDLES 

= CONQUERING OF THE WORLD - AND 3 HOLY NAMES 
HER SICKNESS - URINE - EVERYTHING BOTTLED - UNDER STEPS 

git hold o f  ' er - he� 
take dat an ' yo ' put dat 

in a bottle . Yo ' un
dahs tan ' ,  piece  o f  
it , p iece o f  c loth or 
whatsomevah she use -
cotton ,  wha tevah it 
be . Take dat an ' put 

it in a bottle . An ' git yo ' some of dis , de same thin ' yo ' call devil ' s-shoe
str ing see , [and ] one of dose bot tle o f  Hea�ts Co logne , an ' one of High John de 
Conke� . An ' put dat in dere an ' git yo ' two na ils an ' one needle ,  see . If yo ' 
wanta , yo ' could put three na ils an ' two needles , see . Den when yo ' put de three 
na ils an ' two needles , why one of de nails counts fer de - one fer de Fathah , one 
fer de Son , an ' one fer de Holy Ghost . An ' put dat in a bottle togethah an ' dem 
two na ils [ needles ] count fer de conker in ' o f  de world . Put da t in a bot tle to
gethah wit yor e ur inate , see . An ' mix ' em  an ' s top it up tight , an ' bury dat 
undah yore step s . An ' whenevah she kin go ; but she won ' t stay gone , see . 
[ Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 638 : 1 . ] 

3 8 7 0 .  Ah know it tuh be a fac ' , if a girl break up - lak if yo ' didn ' t love 
' er so good , yo ' know , an ' if she be sick or somp in othah lak dat . Well , dere ' s  

DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING - 9 PIECES OF MULLEIN ROOT AND 2 LEAVES 
BOIL - ADD WHISKEY AND CAMPHOR - CARRY IN POCKET PAST HER 
DOOR - CAUSES WOMAN HEADACHES - LET HER RUB WITH MIXTURE 
CURES HER SPELL ON YOU - CAUSED BY SICKNESS AND RED SHANK 

one thin ' dat she 
kin [ do ] , if she ' s 
sick , to he ' p  ' er-
self . If  she kin 
git yo ' tuh ea t 
anythin ' , or dr ink 

watah , den she take a little o f  ' er sickness , in ' bout 
a li ' le b it of r ed shank , an ' boil it intuh de wa tah . 
j es '  ' bout a halfa teaspoonfulla in some wa tah an ' gi ' 
a fool about ' er ,  see . 

a teaspoonfulla watah , an ' 
She kin po ' d i s  stuff , 

(You put a piece of red shank root into that water ? ) 
Dat right . 

yo ' [ g ive you ] . Why yo ' s  

An ' if yo ' wanta , dere ' s  a way dat yo ' find out dat she d id do yo ' dat way . 
Yo ' goes in de wood s an ' gits yo ' de devil ' s  shoestring . Den yo ' comes back wit 
dat an ' yo ' boil it an ' take yo ' a piece of mullein . Dem [mullein plant ] a flat 
weed somp in lak ' bacca [ tobacco ] ,  lak a head of ' bacca , yo ' know , but it be ' s 
somewhut flattah yo ' know - it don ' t b e  high , yo ' know . An ' yo ' take dat an ' 
yo ' take nine strands of dat mullein roo t an ' b all [ boil ] it , an ' two leaves . 
D e  way yo 1 g o t ta do , yo 1 git some whiskey an ' put on it , on dat , an ' git chew a 
piece of camphor an ' put it on it . Well , yo ' tote da t in yore pocket fo ' ' bout 
two or three days an ' pass ' er do ' , an ' she ' ll tell yo ' she go t d e  headache one 
day when yo ' pas s der e .  Ins ide of eight days she ' ll tell yo ' she got de head
ache . Well , yo ' j es '  say to her , says , "Well , dat 1 s mighty bad but ah got some 
camphor heah . "  Well , yo ' go ahead by dere an ' let ' er rub ' er haid wit it . Yo ' 
go t ' er an ' it ' s  o f fa yo ' den .  Well , she git tuh lovin ' yo ' den . Mayb e ,  if yo ' 
wanta love ' er an 1 want ' er tuh love yo ' - well , it j es ' quit e  na tural if a man 
love a woman , he want ' er tuh love him yo ' know . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1438 ) , 
2605 : 1 . ] 

3 8 7 1 . Now , dey said if it ' s  a person - if it ' s  mah wife or if ah go  an ' eat 
to someone ' s  house , if d ey wanta git  me t�icked, dey take de dishrag when dey 
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minist�ate or have dere .anthlies on . 
DISH - SPOON - FORK 

RUBBED WITH DISHRAG HAVING MINIST�TE 
Dey take an ' rub some of dat on an '  rub 
it on mah dish or mah spoon or fo ' k  or 
somp in ah nuse [use] an' ab go an' eat 

wit it . Or eithah put a drop of it 
ence , S .  Car . , (1294) , 219 5 : 6 . ]  

in mah food . Well dat will git ae . [Flor-

387 2 .  She was - yo ' know , she ' d  git someone f irs ' t o  git somepin about ' im , 
some of ' is clo thes , his garments , some of  ' is undahgarment s  - yo ' know, of de 

DOORSTEP 
clothes . Yo ' know , cut a p iece of it an ' git some of ' er frien' s to 
git dat . She ' d  take it an ' d o  what she wanted . [ She ' d ]  git  some of 
' er monthlies , yo ' know , an ' put on it . An ' den she ' d  bury it undah

neat ' de do ' s t ep or whutsomevah . An ' well , den when he ' d  come in dere , he ' d  j is '  
be crazy ab out dat woman . He ' ll come r ight back j is '  l ike dat . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (605) , 7 84 : 2 . ] 

38 7 3 .  If  he j is '  want s  ' em [a woman]  to  l ingah an ' die , take a towel wit chew 
an ' GREASE her wit fresh hog lard , wit ' ER CLOTH - A DIRTY ONE dat she j is '  used . 
Gr ease her [ cloth] WIT FRESH HOG LARD an ' wrap it up t ight an ' put it IN A JAR 
an ' bury it UNDER DE STEPS . Dere can ' t no doctor [M . D . ] cur e her . She j es '  
lingah an ' lingah an ' l ingah . 

(You mean [ grease]  her monthly clo th, don ' t you? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174 ) , 1984 : 6 . ] 
38 74 . Well , yo ' kin take de minist�ate aZoth . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' wet it , 

j es '  enough to wrings de  s tuff out o f  it , an ' have it real thick.  Well , yo ' � 
it in a bot tle an ' yo ' s top dat bot tle up an ' yo ' take it an ' bury it . Put it 
undah yore back do ' step . An ' dat ' ll make a woman weak or eithah s ickly , � 
eithah make dem lose dere courage . J es ' lak if a woman goin ' wit a man of mine 
yo ' s ee , an ' yo ' don ' t want ' er tuh have no courage . Yo ' take it an ' put it 
undah yore back do ' s t ep an ' have it airt ight , an ' yor e man will s top wit d e  wo
man . Or eithah she ' ll won ' t  have no courage fo ' him er [or ] nuthin lak dat , if 
he don ' t s top ' er .  [ Flor ence , S .  Car . , (13 20) , 226 4 : 9 . ] 

38 7 5 . Dey take de dirt from und erneath d e  f ingernails an ' place it with 
periods an ' give it to menfolks to cause ' em  to love ' em  an ' give them all their 

earnings . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1268 ) , 2147 . ]  
FINGERNAIL 38 7 6 .  She kin take her sickness an ' her f ingernails an ' cook ' em 

in ' is food an ' he ' ll s tay with her . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 2 5 ) , 257 0 : 1 2 . ] 

3 8 7 7 . Ah heard o f  p eople takin ' women ' s  monthlies an ' hide it - put it in a 
tree an ' smoke . 

(How do you mean smoke it? ) 
Well , dey build a f iah up undah 

gotta go out , but den ag ' in dat ' ll 
it an ' leave it s tay dere . Well , de f iah 
kill de tree , an ' den it will kill de p er son . 

(Where do they put that clo th? ) 
FIRE - UNDER TREE - TO SMOKE DAT CLOTH Put it in de hollow of a tree , s ee .  

Dey put dat clo th in dere an ' when dat 
rottens , it ro tten de tree an ' dey 

(How do they smoke it? ) 
rots down an ' dey dies . 

Well , dey smoked it fir s t  fo ' a purpo s e .  [Algiers , La . ,  (1594 ) , 2 9 97 : 4 . ] 
3878 . Ah heard dem talk about us in '  a f ish . Now yo ' take a f ish . Well , now , 

yo ' take a fish . See ,  j is '  lak if a man an ' a woman love one ano thah , dey ' ll [a  

FISH 
woman will ] go to  work an ' take a fish , an ' she ' ll cut ' 1m  right straight 
down ' is back . Cut dat fish down ' is back an ' she ' ll put in dat fish 
somp in lak black peppah . She split ' im  down de back an ' she ' ll put a 

lit tle black peppah in ' im ,  an ' she put buttah in ' im - cow but tah . She ' ll put 



2520 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

dat in ' fm  [ fish] . She ' ll go to work den an ' she ' ll git some of her ministPate 
an ' smear in dere . An ' j es '  by - say whut chew call a baked fish , s ee she ' ll 
bake it . See ,  dat makes somepin go all through it . When he [ fish]  git cone , lay 
it  on one side . Well de  suc tion will go in der e .  Well now, f i s h  is special fo ' 
one per son . Well , now when he eat dat one fish - he ea t dat fish , why regardless  
to  who it [ he ]  is , an ' who it  [ she ] is , dey goin ' b e  tog ethah unles s one ' tuthah 
[ or the other ] of ' em  dies . Dere ain ' t no way fo ' to keep ' em  from bein ' to
g ethah . [ Waycros s , Ga . , (1097 ) , 1 7 7 2 : 9 . ] 

387 9 .  Mah husban ' lef ' [ lef t ]  me an ' he lef ' me s ick an ' ah couldn ' t  undah
s tan ' , but de woman had ' im aPossed yo ' know. AN' SO BY HIM LEAVIN ' ,  HE COULDN ' T  
HE ' P  IT . Fir s ' ,  ah went tub lady dat she read card s , an ' so she tole me tub git 

FOOD - DOCTOR DeHORN USED DIET THERAPY 

tub s omeone de rest of mah fren ' s .  An ' 
tub see would ah let ' fm  come back home . 
tub Jefferson ,  Ark . , tub Mr . DeHorn , an ' 

' is sock an ' bury it . An ' when ah buried 
' is sock , he wrote a lettah back home , 
but he d idn ' t write it tub me . He wrote 

as t ' em  tub come in heah an ' talk wit me 
An ' den af tahwards ah went ovah heah 

in three weeks af tah ah went ovah dere 
tub him, mah husban ' came home . Ah went tub Mr . DeHorn . 

(How did this woman have your husband aPossed , do you know? ) 
Well , she feedin ' ' fm  ' er ,  yo ' know. 
(Her monthly? ) 

Yessuh ,  in sompin tub ea t yo ' know , an ' givin ' ' fm  a little powdah an ' s tuff 
lak dat . An ' so Doctor DeHorn had tub s top ' fm  from eatin ' . It looks funny tub 
s top a man from eatin ' , but it s topped ' im from eatin ' ' er cookin ' , an ' he came 
home . [See remarkab le s tory about a woman who was unaccountab le for being an 
alcoholic , becaus e  a drinking spe l l  had been put on her by someone who wanted 
her husband ( 7 5 ,  p . 33) . ]  [ Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) , 1460 : 6 . ] 

3880 . So well , dey do so much wit chure foo tprints . Now , dey say perhaps , 
if dey wanted to git aftah yuh sure ' nuff [ enough ] ,  dey would have to git sompin 
inside of yuh . Dey would have to git  sompin othah insid e of yuh to make it work , 

to make it take well . 
FOOD AND DRINK - WITH HER BLOOD Now , dey go to work to get somepin othah in yuh 

now . Ah tell yuh how it is . Dere ' s  nuthin too 
low f er some wimmin to do ' s - nuthin in de world . Now , ah ' ve s een wimmin , ah ' ve 
known wimmin , dey even totes livah undah dere dres s , all-like dis mawnin ' until 
prob ' bly time f er yuh [ a  man ] to come in [ to eat ] . An ' cook it an ' a little of 
der e ,  yo ' know , in wit it an ' s ea son it up wit onion . An ' yo ' eat dat , why dey 
hardly [ =  stPong ly here ] got chew fixed dere way . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 7 ) , 
7 6 9 : 8 . ] 

3881 . A woman , she take an ' g ive yo ' a drop of b lood , if she ' s minis tratin ' .  
Dey say if she give yo ' any of dat , say as long as she live dat yo ' s  goin ' be  wit 
' er .  If she evah git dat an ' g ive it to yo ' in coffee or mola s s es bread , or any
thing lak dat , says yo ' all  will die  togethah or kill one ' nothah or sompin lak 
dat . If she evah give yo ' anything lak dat , if she wanta quit chew an ' do yo ' 
lak dat , says she kin go ' head on somewheres an ' yo ' gonna always be behin ' ' er ,  
b e  on her track,  until she kill yo ' or somebody els e [ kills you ] . [Wilson , N .  
Car . , (1455) , 264 5 : 5 . ] 

3882 . Dey do dat lotsa times . Well , ah tell yo ' , dey takes dere month ly due 
an ' dey f ix it  - prepare it in de man ' s meals . Well , it ' s  no way in de world dat 
he kin git away . She ' ll have des troy - break away from ' fm , he can ' t git away 
from ' er .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1395) , 2508 : 2 . ] 

38 8 3 .  Ah have heard about dat , de way yo ' takes it . An ' j es '  like a woman ' s  
b lood , yo ' takes it  an' s train i t .  Jes ' put de cloth in a pan or s ompin an ' 
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s train it out an ' give it to ' em , j es '  whomsoevah yo ' wanta love yo ' .  Jes ' take 
it an ' put it in dere sompin tuh eat .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (109 5 ) , 17 65 : 2 . ] 

3884 . Ah do know thing s that will make a man stay at home an ' ah know he will 
give yo ' all he has . Yo ' kin g ive him yore per iods once a month . Git it as 
natural an ' as  fresh as yo ' kin . An ' even af tah yo ' quit ' im  fa ' a yeah or two , 
dey j is '  hang to yo ' .  Once a month . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 2 8 ) , 1510 : 15 . ] 

388 5 . Well , she could j es '  give him a little of her period s every month , but 
g ive it to him on de las t  day . See , on  de las t day yo ' know , dat ' s  de  bad par t 
of  it . Give i t  to him on de las t  day , dat ' ll always keep him home wit chew. Ah 
know dat ' s  de bes t .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1259) , 2137 : 7 . ] 

388 6 .  Ah ' ve been told dat a t  ' er monthly periods dat she kin use dat some way 
in ' is food . He ' ll nevah leave her . [ S t .  Peter sbur g ,  Fla . , (989 ) , 159 6 : 6 . ] 

3887 . A woman kin j es '  take her p eriod s ,  ketch some of  it an ' kin give yo ' 
[ him] j es '  a drop every time she want yo ' [ him] break off dr inkin ' , see . Jes ' 
g ive him a drop in de whiskey . An ' ah don ' t care how good he love whiskey , he 
will break off from it . HE WOULDN ' T  BREAK OFF FROM IT RIGHT JES ' DAT MINUTE . 
[ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1249) , 2123 . ] 

3888 . Go to the fork of the road - p eople 
r eason : They go there for matr imony more than 
matrimonial trouble , they go there mos t ly for 

go there specifically for this 
they do anything els e .  And for 
that - to unit e  or to s eparate 

somebody in matrimony . 
FORK OF THE ROAD (How do they do that , do you know? ) 

Now, if you got a per son that ' s  married , and you wants to 
s eparate that p ar ticular individual . Now , the best  way you do , you ' ve got to 
get a close piece on the woman . You ' ve got to get a menistration piece that she 
has used , and bury that ther e .  And she have - there i s  no way on ear th she could 
s tay with her husband ' cuz she have no sexual nature that give satisfac tion to 
him . [This is p erhaps the only example of the word nature preceded by the word 
s exual . ]  It would almo s t  take her nature from her comp letely . And after that i s  
achieved , you can even take that u p  i f  you want to d o  so ; and i f  they went back 
together again , use the same thing again - bury that agains t her . That ' s  one 
thing about a woman , i f  you take that and bury that in that part icular way wher e 
it ' s  pas sed over by anything , even a hor s e ,  or a per s on ,  or any way ,  it takes the 
natural s ex power over her through her nature . [ New Or leans , La . , ( 8 28 ), 1214 : 2 . ] 

3889 . Lak a lady , yo ' know , could take yo ' periods lak dat an ' carry dat to 
de c emetery an ' bury it . Jes ' stop it up tight an ' it would kill yo ' .  Dat ' s  

all dat ah heard . 
GRAVEYARD [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1061) , 1 7 2 1 : 4 . ] 

( 1 )  BURY IN 3890 .  Once a woman come to mah sistah ' s hous e  from a hoodoo . 
De hoodoo sent ' er dere to take mah s i s tah ' s menistration piece . 

Mah s is tah s top menistrating . She menistrate through ' er bowels ' fore she d ied . 
Evah mawnin ' - time fa ' her to pas s ,  she ' d  have p ains in ' er s tomick an ' she 

( 2 )  FOUR CORNERS OF 
couldn ' t .  A woman tooked ' er piece an ' carried it to 
de graveyard in de fa ' cornahs an ' buried it , an ' when 
she - when dat p iece rotted ,  mah sistah d ied . 

(What do you mean , 
De fa ' cornahs , 
(Yes . )  

the [our corners of the graveyard? ) 
lak , yo ' know, it ' s  got fa ' cornahs of dis house ,  yo ' know? 

Well now , j es ' lak ah ' d come in dis do ' • Well , ah ' d go j es ' lak dis  [demon
s trates ] . Yo ' see , ah ' d  put a piece der e ,  a piece der e ,  a p iece dere , an ' a 
piece der e .  

(Oh l You PUT A PIECE OF THI S CLOTH I N  EACH OF THE FOUR CORNERS - a p iece in 
each corner . )  
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Yeah . Yeah , dat ' s  what she did an ' mah s i s tah ,  she went away . Mah mo thah 
take her to a hoodoo an ' de hoodoo say , "Well , your daughter is hurted. Someone 
taken ' er piece . " Mah mo thah say , "Well how d id she do it . "  An ' she [hoodoo ] 
tole mah mo thah how she take it . She say , "By yore daughtah havin ' a frien ' , 
a tru s t in ' frien ' . "  She say , "Her enemy couldn ' t  take i t . She pull ' er piece 
o f f  an ' put i t  in away in de  cornah or somp in .  An ' af tah while s he have her 
frien ' an ' she come an ' take it , an ' give it to her fr ien ' , an ' her frien '  g ive 
it to her frien ' . Dat ' s  how she d id to get i t  away . "  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 6a ) , 
1 2 09 : 4 . ] 

38 91 . Take a cloth , 
clo th an ' get [ go to ] a 

( 3 )  FRESH-DUG GRAVE 

yo ' know lak a woman mens trate , an ' yo ' kin take dat 
fresh-dug grave , an ' wrap dat clo th in dat . An ' d ig 

da t dus t  up , an ' put dat clo th in dere , an ' put dat 
dus t back down on dat clo th , see . When d is clo th rots  
undah dis dus t , dat per son will p ine away t o  nuthin . 

[ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 8 3 ) , 1454 : 4 . ] 
38 9 2 .  Yo ' g i t  dat graveyard dust 

l ive - what de man or d e  woman does . 
an ' yo ' mix dat in , yo ' mix dat wit de 

Yo ' goes dere an ' git de graveyard dus t 

(4)  GRAVEYARD D IRT - HAIR - TOENAILS 
WHAT DE MAN OR DE WOMAN DOES 
SEW UP IN BAG - THROW UNDER STEP S 

an ' git  some o f  dat p iece from j es '  
who yo ' wanta hurt. Git dat an ' mix 
wit dat graveyard dust an ' put it wit 
' er toenails . Yo ' see , yo ' kin git 
dere toenail s . Dey tell , "Well , ah 

want cha to cut all o f  my toenails o f f . "  She was dat s'Juuee thearty . All r ight 
den when yo ' cut all de to enail s ,  an ' s ome diff ' r en ' s trand s on de  floor an ' den 
cut ' er slips - s tained p iece of ' er slips - cut dat an ' pull all dat toge thah 
wit dat grave dus t , wit a p iece o f  hair out o f  de head . An ' j es '  take all dat 
an ' �ix all dat togethah an ' yo ' put dat an ' yo ' sew it up in a bag . Yo ' see , 
yo ' make a l i t tle bag , yo ' know,  an ' sew it up an ' throw it undah de s tep . Dat ' s  
to keep you dolJln. [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (504) , 554 : 1 . ] 

38 9 3 .  Yo ' could take a per s on ' s monthly clo th , take it an ' s top i t  up . Bury 
it in de graveyard . An ' yo ' kin go to dat place f o ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' do de same 

( 5 )  9 MORNINGS - ADD D IRT TO - CLOTH IN GRAVEYARD 
SYMBOLIC GRAVE MOUND 
MAGIC OF INCREASING AMOUNT 

way each t ime dat chew go  
dere . Do de same thing 
each t ime dat yo ' go der e . 
Evah t ime yo ' go dere , why 
yo ' put a lit tle b i t  mo ' 

d ir t  on it - each time , f o ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' dey ' ll nevah do nuthin in d i s  
worl '  no mo ' .  [ Her e w e  have t h e  symbolic grave mound , made by the mag ic o f  in
creas ing amount , the oppos i t e  o f  magic o f  decreas ing amount . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1380) , 2 4 50 : 6 . ] 

38 9 4 .  Takes it [ b l o od ] , bur ies 
cayenne peppah , dey bur ies it ; an ' 

it . Af tah yo ' puts graveyard d ir t  wit it an ' 
af tah dey b ur ies i t , why it mol t s  away . Why 

( 6 )  RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD D IRT - BURIED WITH B&OOD 
yo ' mol t s  away wit i t . 
(What sort o f  blood do 
they get ? )  

Why dey use , yo ' know , d i s  women ' s  from d e  soi led clo thes . Yo ' see , when dey lay 
aroun ' why dey get ' em . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 6 6 ) , 8 7 6 : 3 . ] 

( 7 )  RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - TURPENTINE 
BURIED WITH WOMAN 'S PIECE IN GRAVEYARD 

38 9 5 .  Dey say yo ' kin take a 
woman ' s  p iece t o  de cemetery an ' 
put [ on i t ] some saltpetah , s ome 
cayenne peppah an ' s ome turpen

t ine an'  bury it . Put i t  in a p iece o f  papah an ' bury i t  an ' i t  will rot . When 
it r o t s  i t ' ll turn yo ' .  It rots  in yo ' ,  yo ' won ' t  b e  no mo ' good fo ' nuthin . 
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(What will i t  do ? )  
It ' ll rot chew down heah . 
( I t  rots you and the doctor has to operate? ) 
Yeah , see , yo ' won ' have no mo ' mens , it turn yo ' outsid e .  
( I t  turns them insid e out . ) [New Orleans , La . , (1558 ) , 2838 : 5 . ] 
3896 . Dis i s  true . I ' ve seen dis exp erienced . I f  yo ' wan ' a h� some woman , 

when ' er s icknes s come on ' er ,  yo ' git one piece o f  ' er sicknes s ,  dig a ho le in 

( 8 )  URINE - 5 MORNINGS - ON CLOTH 
BURIED WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 

de groun ' , put dis graveyard dir t  on top 
of it an ' bury de p iece , dirty piec e ,  
cover it up , put zher own chambeP lye o n  
f ive mawnin ' .  She ' ll j i s '  drinel [dwin

dle ] away . I f  you ' d  - when dat rot ten , when dat grown [ grows ] ro tten ,  she ' s 
gone - when dat c loth ' ll rott en in dat groun ' . She may leeve [ live ] - it may 
take a year , it may take it a couple of years to rotten ,  but she won ' t be worth 
nuthin - but she won ' t be wor th nuthin . Evahb ody says she ' s gone into bad health. 
It ' s  j es '  dirty work dat done to her . [ Baltimor e ,  Md . ,  (142) , 43 : 1+85 . ] 

389 7 . Tole yo ' ' bout dey mon 'ses [ =  monthses = months ] , yo ' know . 
(If  a person is tPicked with this b lood , menstrual b lood , how can you cur e it 

then? ) 
Well dey drunk gunpowdah an ' sweet milk . 
(How would they do that ? )  
How dey use de gunpowdah an ' sweet milk? Yo ' git black gunpowdah , yo ' know , 

an ' yo ' use - put aboot [ about ] a t easpoonfulla to a pint of milk. ' Solve [ d is
solve ] it well an ' d rink it fer nine mawnin ' s - a watah glass ful fer nine maw
nin ' s .  Dat will really cur e yo ' . 

GUNPOWDER - MILK - 9 MORNINGS 
(If that man has been tPicked by a woman putting 
blood into his food . ) 
DEN YO ' KIN COME TO - BUT DE WAY YOU FIND OUT DE 

WOMAN DAT ACT ' LY [ACTUALLY ] DID IT , YOU ' LL HAVE TO GO DE SAME ROUND OF WIMMINS 
DAT YO ' KNOW [MAKE A TOUR OF THE KNOWN WOMEN ]  AN '  DE ONE DAT YO ' KIN ACT ' LY IN
TAHCO ' SE WIT , DAT ' S  DE ONE DAT ACT ' LY DID DE TRICK, yo ' see .  Den if yo ' can ' t 
recovah dis bot tle , den milk an ' gunpowdah , but not to d e  extent dat yo ' d  taken 
it b efor e .  See , gunpowdah an ' milk i s  act ' ly d e  cure fo ' it j es '  de  same as 
befo ' ; but den if ins tead of  puttin ' one t easpoonfulla tuh a pint of watah , ah 
mean o f  milk, yo ' put two of  black gunpowdah - d e  same gunpowdah . 

(That i s , i f  this woman tPicked a man with her urine [mon 'ses ] - that is , by 
hid ing thi s bottle of urine [mon 'ses ] und er the door sill or the mattres s ? ) 

Dat ' s  right . [Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 556) , 69 2 : 4 . ] 
3898 . If  it ' s  a woman , yo ' kin git some of  ' er sanitaPy things o f  her s an ' 

keep ' em yo ' know . Jes ' keep ' em  in a close place an ' put - either j es '  wash 

HAIR - WATER FROM SANITARY THINGS - HEARTS COLOGNE 
' em an ' put de water in a 
little bottle or somep in , 
an ' mix it wit dis HeaPt 

Co logne. An ' den if yo ' kin git some of de hair , put it in dere an ' keep i t . 
She goin ' come bac k .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (11 9 2 ) , 2011 : 1 2 . ] 

3899 . Dey said dat a per son take yore hair . Dey could take yore hair an ' 
put it in a bottle of HeaPts Co logne an ' keep it an ' yo ' ll always think swell 

HAIR - RAG - DIRTY SOCKS (HERS ) - OVERBOARD 
OR HAIR IN BOTTLE OF H�RTS COLOGNE - KEEP 

of ' em . An ' ah heard dat a per son 
could take yore hair an ' , or par t 
of  yore minis trat ion rag , an ' put 
it tog ethah an ' one yore dirty 

socks , an ' throw it ovahbo ' d  an ' yo ' ll go crazy . 
( Now somebody would do that to a woman . Take her hair and what els e ? ) 



2524 - Memo i r s  o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

Her ministration rag . 
(And her sock . All these thing s [ three thing s ]  b elong to her? ) 
Yeah . [ YoPe diPty soaks definitely b elong s  to the woman ; the man no t add ing 

his own sock to her hair and b lood . He would also have driven hims elf away ! ]  

HAIR OF ARMP IT - RAG 
DIRTY SOCK (HERS ) 
HEAD HAIR SEW INTO BAG 

NAIL ACRO S S  DOOR 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1193 ) , 2012 : 3 . ] 
3 9 00 . If a man got a woman an ' he wanta keep her down , 
ah heard dat he ' d  take a piece of ' er ministration rag , 
an ' de hair from underneat ' ' er ahm [ arm] , an ' a dirty 
sock , an ' a piece outa huh ha id , an ' s ew it  up in a b ag 
an ' nail it ' cro s s  de do ' ,  an ' she could nevah go ' way . 

(Could never leave . )  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1193) , 2012 : 7 . ]  
3 901 . D ey ' ll take one o f  de clo ths dat she uses . Yo ' know, heP sickness , 

yes s ir . Dey take dis cloth while she ' s - it dir ty yo ' know while she ' s go t dat 
on ' er .  An ' den dey ' ll take dis an ' put i t  in a bottle , in a small bottle . An ' 

HEAD 1 OVER HER - PRIVATE CLOTH IN BOTTLE 
KEEPS HER SICKNESS FROM COMING DOWN 

take dis clo th - but dis heah cloth 
will f ill it up , make it  plumb full . 
An ' den dey ' ll take dat an ' dey ' ll go 
tuh her hou s e ,  wherevah she lives , an ' 

put i t  up anywhere ovah her haid - up ovah her haid . An ' den dey ' ll put a t ight 
stoppah in dere an ' put some watah in der e .  An ' put some wa tah in dere wit it , 
put a t ight s toppah in dere wit dis cloth whilst it  in der e .  An ' dey say dat ' ll 
stop ' er s icknes s from coming down on ' er ;  j es '  keep it dere till i t  kills ' er ,  
if  dey don ' t nevah pull dis s toppah out . [ For this folk-medicine condition , see 
comment in bracket la ter . ] 

But when dey evah did pull dis s toppah out , if  dey gits de evil dat dey got 
agains ' ' er off an ' want s  tuh let ' er go free , why den dey take dis out an ' let 
dis watah out an ' den she ' ll live ; but if dey don ' t ,  it ' ll kill ' er .  

[ The prec eding rite illus trates one of the great pair s of complementary rites 
in hoodoo ; here o f  oppo sites , above and be low - the walking under or over some
thing b elonging to your body or having been touched by your body . In either case 
your spirit is divided . The mens trual b lood over your head in the pr esent rite , 
keep s the menstrual blood s till in the body from going down. I s  menstrual blood 
diff erent from other blood in the body? Presumably so in folklore , for : MenstPu
al  b lood is poisonous (FAC I , 1 s t  ed . ,  p . 248 , No . 5103 ) . The t erm going down 
coming down used in present rite - belong s  to folk medicine : "When my motheP was 
about twe lve [ 1 845] [ [ in oP neaP Quincy� Ill. ] ] ,  an o ld Indian doatoP to ld them 
to weaP b lack beadS aPOund theiP neak to keep the b lood fPom going to the bPain. 
A l l  the giPls in that time woPe b lack beads a l l  the time to ge t theiP monthly to 
come when coming into womanhood� foP it made the b lood come down. " (FACI , 2nd 
ed . ,  p . 219 , No . 4 9 69 . ] 

[After writing the preceding bracket , I happened to be watching the Univer s ity 
of Michigan television program ,  which for u s  appears off and o n ,  and comes j us t  
b efore my 7AM news . This was probably toward s the end o f  1 9 7 2 . A group o f  women 
wer e talking about the problems confronting the f ir s t  American co llege women . One 
woman spoke of a Harvard prof essor , M . D . , who in 18 7 3  wrote a book condemning 
brain work for women . He maintained that mental ef fort b y  a woman mad e the blood 
rush to her head , a condition that could dry up her ovaries ! ]  [ S t .  Peter sburg , 
Fla . , (1014 ) , 1641 : 1 . ] 

3902 . [ The following rite i s  good illustration o f  one of the 
HEARTS COLOGNE many headaahes o f  hoodoo field work . ] 

Dey f eed ' im on dey period • • •  
[Three dots show that I had heard dey feed ' im  on dey pePiod so o f ten , I turned 
off my machine . Informant continue s talking , until I res tar t machine af ter ask-
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ing , How aan a man ge t Pid of that ? ]  
Well , yo ' takes tub git rid o f  dat , a man quit ea t in '  - don ' t eat froa ' em , 

an ' when yo ' do eat • • •  
[Again I s top machine unt il informant begins a cur e .  Jus t b efore restar t ing  

machine I ask for a repetition of  the lo st  words : ]  
He git s  a bot tle of HeaPts Co logne an'  evah t ime he eat from her , he ' ll take 

a little bit  of dat , j es '  [demons trates ] like , an'  wipe down in his bodY , an '  
dat kill evah b i t  of  it . 

( If she is us ing some o f  her monthly? )  
Yes , kill all o f  it . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1224 ) , 208 0 : 7 . ] 
3903 . Yo ' kin [ take ] anybody ' s - j es '  lak a woman minis tratin ' , yo ' kin j es '  

take dat an ' s top i t  u p  in a bot tle an ' bury it roun ' undahneat ' o f  ' er house . 
(What will that do ? ) 
Dat ' ll run ' er crazy . [ Florence , S . Car . , (1308 ) , 

HOUSE - BURIED BENEATH 2212 : 9 . ] 
3 9 04 . Well , ah have ' sp erience yo ' know d eal in ' wit 
wimmins an ' makin ' ' em love yuh . An ' so ah have , yo ' 

know, go t dere siak Pags , yo ' know . Yeah , ah have go t d em  an ' den ah go t some 
hair outa dere head s . An ' so when ah put 

HOUSE - CORNER OF - WHERE SHE SLEEP S it undah de cornah of dere hous e where 
dey sleep - yo ' s ee ,  right undah de cor

nab - an ' when hit [ siak Pags ] come to d ie [ ro t ] , well dey ' ll die dereselfs . 
When it ro t s  dey ' ll die dereselfs . 

(Wait a minut e !  Did you bury bo th the siak Pag and the hair together , or do 
you do that separately? ) 

Aw, ah bury both of d em  togethah , yeah . See , when it rot ten , well t ime hit 
ro t ten well den dey ' ll come tub d ie .  [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1028 ) , 16 7 2 : 1 . ] 

3 9 05 . Well , yo ' know when de month ' s  on , why she minis tra t in '  like dat , he 
kin git dem pieces an'  carry it tub de no ' th cornah of  de kitchen an ' bury it , 

run her s tone crazy . 
HOUSE - NORTH CORNER OF KITCHEN (The nor th corner - out side of the kitchen? ) 

Yes , d ig a lit tle hole an ' put ' em  right down 
in dere , an'  de nex ' three or fo ' hour s she b e  crazy as a lunatic . [Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  (118 2) , 1992 : 12 . ] 

3906 . De only thing ah heard of ' em usin '  a per son ' s  blood is fo ' love . Dey 
generally use dat an' take nine ole key s , an' sprinkle it ovah dose nine ole keys 
an ' t ie it up with a cloth , an ' put it undah yore bedhead . Yo ' usually git ' long 

wit dat per son quiet [ quit e]  well . 
KEY 9 - MONTHLY BLOOD ON - UNDER BEDHEAD (Where do you get this blood ? ) 

Where do yo ' git it?  Easy enough . 
All yo ' go t ta do , yo ' know, de womens - from dey period s .  

(Put it on the nine key s . Well , what is  that suppo sed to do? ) 
Dat suppo sed tub make a woman [man] love yo ' .  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (134 2) , 

2323 : 4 . ] 
3907 . Get mens trual clo th [ one of her old ones ] , write [ a  no te into it ] ,  "I 

don ' t want chao to deliver this baby . "  Then yo ' t ie kno t in it an ' twist . Bury . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 157 1 : 9 . ]  

KNOT 1 - TIED IN TWISTED MENSTRUAL CLOTH 3908 . Git a s tring an ' t ie three 
kno t s , a man would do dis , an ' g it a 
drop or two o f  blood from a woman an'  
wear it aroun ' ' is waist , an '  he ' ll 

KNOT S 3 IN STRING - DROP OF MONTHLY BLOOD be  ab le t ub hold dat woman . 
(Where would he get the blood from 
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her ? ) 
Dur in ' de t ime of ' er ministrat ion . [ Fayetteville . N .  Car . 1 (142 6 ) 1 2572 : 14 . ] 
3 9 09 . He ' d  [ author ' s  contac t man Car ter ] ask me if yo ' wanta woman to stay 

wit yuh 1 how coot [ could ] cha make ' em stay wit yo ' .  Well 1 ah ' ve been tole 1 see . 
Now j es ' like she ' s  - j es ' like 

KNOTS 3 - INTO STRING TY ING UP PACKAGED CLOTH she goes an ' have her 1 yo ' know 
what I mean by dat . Well 1 yo ' 

git  dat rag an ' yo ' wrop it up into ano thah rag 1 see 1 an ' yo ' t ie it longways 
an ' yo ' bring it across [ d emonstrates ] .  Yo ' put three knot s  in it 1 see . Bury 
in yore yard . Well 1 she couldn ' t  leave yo ' fer nuthin in de world . She goes 1 
but she will have to come back . 

(Here ' s  her rag 1 and you put it here and wrap it up . You have another rag 
there . )  

De longways f irst 1 one knot . No 1 don ' t put no knot longways . Yo ' j es '  -
j es '  like yo ' tie a package 1 yo ' see . Tie it longwise 1  an ' come an ' t ie it 
across . 

[Tying this package Zongwise and acPoss makes sign o f  the cross . ]  
(You t ie the string . )  
Yes . 
( I  see . ) 
Sur e 1  an ' yo ' put three knots in it . 
(Three knots into that . )  
Three knot s  onto dat cloth yo ' t ie up de rag in . [ Charles ton 1 S .  Car . 1 (511) 1 

574 : 6 . ] 
3910 . Well 1 yo ' kin take nine kno t s 1 yo ' know . A woman kin take dat rag 1 

yo ' know 1 an ' t ie nine kno ts in it an ' [ or ]  she ' ll take a s tring an ' t ie nine 
knot s  in it 1 yo ' know . An '  when she 

KNOTS 9 - IN HER CLOTH - INTO COFFEEPOT make yo ' cof fee 1 see 1 she drop dat 
string in yo ' cof fee fo ' about sev ' ral 

mawnin ' s an ' yo ' become 1 yo ' can ' t hardly bear ' er out of yore sight . 
(What does she do with that string f irs t ? ) 
What she do wit de string 1 she take de string - yo ' know whut wimmins have 

while dey be - an ' git dat on de string yo ' know 1 an ' den put nine kno t s  in it 
an ' put it in de cof fee . 

(That is  from her monthly cloth . She puts nine knots in that and then put s 
it into your co ffee . )  

Yo ' drink of dat 1 see 1 an ' yo ' come t o  - yo ' can ' t do wit ' out ' er .  [ Waycross 1 
Ga . 1  (109 2) 1 1 7 59 : 5 . ] 

3 911 . I ' ve heard dis-like 1 it seems purtty bad . I don ' t guess it would suit 
yore occasion . Now I heard talk of lot sa men an ' girls dat I really been roun ' 1 
an ' said dat dey really did it 1 an ' a boy couldn ' t  go no place wit ' out dey ' d  b e  

right - yo ' know 1 s h e  couldn ' t  go anywhere 
LIVER - WORN IN HER CLOTH - COOKED wit ' out ' er husban ' or man or fellah or 

whutsoevah it might b e 1  be right where she 
wus . Yo ' know 1 j is '  l ike somet ime a woman have periods 1 she would go to de 
s tores an ' buy some kin ' a  red meat 1 choo know 1 dat produce a lot  of b lood -
sompin like livah or steak or sompin like dat . An ' she said dat she ' d  taken dis 
st eak [ or liver ] an ' bea t  it up an ' t aken one dem things [mens trual cloth] 1 yo ' 
know 1 from roun ' ' er concern . an ' wrap dat thin¥ up in dere 1 an ' wor e  i t  j es ' 
about a hal f  of  day an ' taken it  right off . An when 1 er husban ' come in she 1 
yo ' know 1 cooked it fo ' ' im . An '  he went on an ' et [ate ] it . An ' she said dat 
she cain ' t even git rid of  1 im 1 an ' she don ' t wan ' a  stay wit 1 im 1  or cain ' t gi t  
r id o f  ' im .  
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Yo ' know , some witaharaft tole her about it . An ' s h e  says [ saz uo t  sea ] it 
r eally happ ens fo ' a fac ' [ fac t ] . An ' I do know dat he ' s  s tays tuh � lovin ' . 
But anothah man s tay wit ' er right now . But ' er husban ' cain ' t stay away from 
d er e .  He ' s  go in ' dere to car e [ carry ] ' er some money dis af tahnoon . Be tole 
me so . He gon ' a  bring ' er some money fer ' er an ' ' er baby . [Wilmington . H .  

MOON - CHANGE OF THE MOON 
( 1 )  BURY • • •  WHEN DE MOON IS FADING A WAY 

Car . , (262) , 259 : 2 . 1 
3912 . [There is a fair ..aunt o f  
material about woman and de change 
of de moon (HOODOO p . 94 6 .  line 40 ; 

p . 359 , Nos . 9 56-9 5 7 ; al so FAC I ,  2nd ed . ,  p . 220 , No . 4 98 5 , etc . ) . ]  
Yo ' take a woman , if yo ' wanta change her periodia time , yo ' kin change dat 

on ' er agains t de moon . Yo ' kin take somepin [ some of her blood ] , if yo ' vanta 
put ' er in bad health on account of ' er periodic time . D e  fir s ' time yo ' git 
one of ' er p ieces , when she ' s menis tratin ' on de ahange of de moon , yo ' bury it . 
De las ' p iece dat yo ' got from ' er ,  from ' er las ' minis tration,  bury i t  on de 
ahange of de moon - when de moon is fading away .  

(When the moon is fading away . )  
D e  moon is  about to make its  descent , yo ' [ can] see dat . D ey has got to de 

full moon an ' dey come on down to de las ' quar tah . When de moon is about to make 
its nex ' change , den yo ' bury dis piece when de moon is changin ' .  Yo ' bury dat 
pahtic ' lah p iece from ' er las ' mens trat ion an ' she ' ll nevah mens trate propahly 
af tah dat long as she live . When dat ' s  buried . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 28) , 

( 2) SHE PUT DAT INTO • • •  BREAD 
1216 : 3 . ] 
3913 . On de ahanaes of de moon , her siak time . 
she ' ll ketch dat . She ' ll git dat out de cloth 

an ' she put dat into somp in ,  into anythin ' yo ' know . Some time she makes bread ,  
sweetbr ead , she ' ll pour dis in der e .  Dat ' ll run ' im crazy about ' er .  As long 
as she keep s dat up , he ' ll be crazy about ' er .  

(But it has to b e  done on the change of the moon? ) 
Oh , yes . 
(Why the change of the moon? ) 
Well , yo ' see dat ' s  d e  time women wanta be roun ' like dat , yo ' know . [Jack

sonvil le , Fla . , (594) , 7 68 : 1+85 . ]  
3 914 . (What do they say about that ? )  
Dey say d ey kin take d e  dir t  out from undah yore toenails , an ' d e  dirt out 

from undah yor e fingahnails , some hair outa yore haid , an ' wit de Zady people , 

( 3 )  FINGERNAILS - TOENAIL D IRT - HAIR 
HER PIECES - BOTTLED 

yo ' know , wi t de ahanges of de moon . 
An ' put all togethah an ' put hit in 
a bot t le an ' s top it up , an ' as hit 
grow old as dey fade away . 

(As it grows old they fad e  away . 
monthly cloth? ) 

I see .  Do you mean , get ho ld o f  a woman ' s  

[ I  am asking for the meaning of  his de ahanges of de moon. ] 
Yes , s ir . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 981 : 7 . ]  
3 91 5 . I hear s dis here now , on de ahange of de moon - accordin ' to de moon 

change . Dey say if yo ' wan ' a woman to con [ cont inue] stay wit choo , yo ' git ' er 

( 4 )  5 NIGHTS WITH SALT 
LET HER SLEEP ON IT 

naahure [ nature , here her mens trual blood but some
time potency , sexual feeling , etc . ] an ' git ' er 
shimmy . An ' when she mines tratin ' - she minastrate 
by de moon , see .  An ' dey take dis all an ' work it 

up in boilin ' -hot watah , an ' make ' er s leep on it fah ' five days - whut I mean , 
five night s - wit salt , tab le salt [ not cat tle sal t]  an ' it conker s ' er in ' er 
minas trat e .  She don ' t wan ' a  bo thah wit nobody . [ This is a cause of sexual 
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impotence but I have placed it here for the moon belief . ]  [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 384 ) , 
326 : 3+8 5 . ]  

391 6 .  Ah ' m goin ' tell yo ' somepin dat I saw here in ' 23 - wa s in ' 23 . Ah wu s  
workin ' fo ' Hal s tr om Br o ther s .  An ' m y  f irs ' wife - it was a g irl lived r ight 
side of us named Ther esa Jackson,  an ' my f ir s ' wife help ed to raise dis girl . 

( 5 )  CUNJURE BAG - BOTTLE 
HAIR - 3 PIEC ES OF HERS - LODESTONE 
NEEDLES AND PINS CRO SSED 

Well , dis girl , she was a stout 
girl , an ' she was workin ' fo ' Dr . 
Knox [ ? ] . All at  once she ' d taken 
sick an ' we couldn ' t undahs tan ' why 
she wus sick all de time . An ' ah 

says to her , say , "You ' re workin ' fo ' dat doc tah , "  say , "whyn ' t yo ' tell de doc
tab ' bout it , how bad yo ' feel ? "  Well , der e she would go to work an ' have to 
leave work to come home . An ' she tole de doc tah ' bout it . Well , de doc tah say 
he couldn ' t fin ' no troub le - yo ' know , what vas ' er complaint . So she wus off 
on ' er off-day an ' she said , "Ah ' m goin ' clean up my house .  Ah ' m goin ' [room de 
ster-n-whee l to de r-udder-" [ surely an old Mis s i s s ippi River expr ession] . Says , 
"All right . "  Ah was lay in ' down sleep in ' • Ah been workin ' a t  night . An ' dis 
g irl goin ' to clean up ' er house .  An ' r ight b ehind de middle do or , she found a 
bottle an ' a little bag . Well , when she found dis bottle an ' little bag , she 
br ought it an ' showed it to my wif e . My wif e  said to her , "Ah ' m goin ' to wake 
Steve up an ' tell ' im ' bout it . "  Which she did wake me up . When she woke me 
up , ah took it an ' ah looked at it , say , "Dis looks mighty funny to me . I said , 
give me a knif e . "  I said , "I ' m  goin ' open dis bag . "  Ah opened de bag . It  had 
a plat of ' er hair , outa her head . It  had three p iec es outa her p ieces , yo ' 
know, ab out dat siz e .  

(Out of  her monthly clo thes ? )  
Yes . An ' i t  had s ome lodestone in dere an ' i t  had s ome needles an ' s ome pins 

cro s s ed dataway [demons trates ] ,  s ee .  
(Held that way with two crosses in i t ? ) 
Yes , sir . An ' i t  had dat hair undah der e an ' j es ' like - j es ' like my thumb 

i s  de hair , an ' r ight along dere was de lodestone , see , into dis  piec e , an ' d ey 
had i t  sewed up . See . And he [ the man who had tr icked her ] had de b o t t le wi t 
' er mon ' ses [months ] in hit . 

(Which? ) 
[ I  either did no t  grasp mon ' ses or wanted a fuller explanation . ] 
I t  had , yo ' know, chgnge over de moon in de bot tle . 
(I  s ee . ) 

An ' I opened it an ' taked de stoppah outa de b o t tle an ' it  wa s j es ' wor sen 
[worse than] anythin ' yo ' evah smelled in yor e life . Ah says to her , ah says , 
"Yo ' take dis out dere" - ah always heard my o l e  uncle say d e s e  things - ah say , 
" and throw i t  in dat runnin ' watah . "  Dere was a lit tle bayou - part of de bayou 
r ight back dere - part of de bridge an ' de little bayou run undahneat ' der e .  

(Where? ) 
Little bayou right out chere on Rogers S treet . An ' she - ah say , "Now , you 

thr ow dat ovah yore left shoulder an ' don1 t look back . "  An ' she went out dere 
an ' throwed i t  ovah her lef ' shouldah in da t runnin ' wa tah .  An ' he lef t .  Da t 
fellow come home , but when he come home he rushed right on in de hous e .  He says 
to her 1 "What yo ' b een doin ' her e ? "  She say 1 "Ah b een cleanin ' up . "  He say 1 
"Yo ' don ' t nevah clean up . "  He said , "Did yo ' f ind anything of  mine? " She said , 
"No , I f ind somepin of mine . "  He says , "Wha t wus i t ? "  Ah says , "If he hit s  yo ' 
today , I ' m goin ' woop ' im an ' [ or ]  he gon ' a woop me eithah one . "  So he hauled 
away an ' he hit ' er , an ' when he hit ' er , I grabb ed ' im . An ' he lef ' an ' went 
to Paducah , Ky . He lef ' dere an ' went to Oil C ity , Ill . He lef ' dere an ' come 
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back here to her an ' s tayed three days . an ' went to Natchez an ' she ain ' t been 
worr ied wit ' im s inc e .  An ' she ' s marr ied an ' she i s  j es ' as stout as she evah 
wus 1 an ' de mothah of a child . 

(She got r id of him 1 got r id of  the fellow. ) [Vicksburg . Miss • • (714), 
98 2:4 . ] 

3 91 7 . Take dey sanitary cloth an ' roll it up aroun ' dat hair wit de quick
s ilvah in it 1 an ' den yo ' s t ick dose needles in der e 1  yo ' see 1 an ' yo ' put it 
in a secret place somewhere . An ' dey ' ll be worr ied to death wit dat 1 an ' natchly 

[ naturally] it will run ' em crazy . 
NEEDLES - INTO SANITARY CLOTH 
ABOUT HAIR AND QUICKSILVER 

(You told me something a while ago . How does it 
make them f eel 1 you say ? )  
Oh ! i t  makes ' em f eel lak p ins is st ickin ' in 

' em - in d ey f lesh or somepin all de while . [ L ittle Rock 1 Ark • •  (8 96) 1 1467:5.] 
3 918 . I can send ' em away in dis mannah . Now1 if I would - say fo ' ninstance 

if I wanted to kill a per son or somep in of dat sort 1 why den 1  man or woman . If  
it wus a woman 1 I could take an ' - I ' d take heP pieaes. yo ' know 1 when dey dirty . 

NEEDLES 9 - IN HER P IECE - GO TO RIVER 
WALK BACKWARDS 20 FEET TO WATER - THROW OVER 
SHOULDER - FOLLOWED BY S ILVER DIME - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

I ' d fold ' em up an ' put 
nine needles in ' em .  I ' d 
take an ' I ' d go to de r iv
ah1 but when I get to de 
r ivah 1 when I gets j es ' 

about twenty f eet s of de 
wall [of the room] heah 1 
myself back to dat 1 see . 
I gets dere I throws dat 
ovah mah lef t shouldah . 
dr if t . She ' ll p ine away 

end o f  de walk wher e I ' m goin ' to s tand at  - dere ' s de 
when I get jes ' about twenty f eets right heah 1 I ' d back 

An1 I wouldn1t look back 1 j e s ' back up to dere . When 
over mah lef t shouldah. When I throw dat in de r ivah 
I throws a silvah dime behind me 1 an ' dat ' ll make her 
to nuthin an ' when yo ' look again 1 why she ' ll be in de 

cemetery . 
(Well 1 what do you throw over your shoulder ? )  
[ I  know 1 but I am cont inuing for the dime later . ] 
I throw ' er pieces ovah my shouldah . 
(Oh ! What do you mean 1 her monthly p ieces ? )  
Yes 1 s ir .  
(Her monthly p ieces ? )  
Yes . 
(Well 1 why do you throw that dime over your shoulder ? )  
Dat dime i s  fo ' death.  Dat dime i s  t o  carry her on - see 1 dat dime i s  to 

carry her on . She ' s got to go . 
(Does anybody get that dime? Pay her ? )  
[ Informant already has said that dime is foP death. but I am trying to obtain 

a fuller s tat ement without suggesting what I want - the dime pays the sp irit for 
do ing the desired work . ]  

No 1 no 1 s ir 1  nobody gets dat dime . Dat dime goes in de r ivah . Nobody gets 
dat dime . [ New Orleans . La • •  (832) 1 1241:2 . ]  

3 9 1 9 . [HERE IS VERSION ONE OF THE RITE:] 
Well 1 she goin ' br ing ' im home an ' make ' im stay dere wit ' er . She ' ll take 

dat [ sanitary] cloth an ' take dem needles . dem nine needles an ' cross 1em, take 

NEEDLES 9 - CROSSED IN HER CLOTH - WITH MAN ' S S ILVER DIME 
AND HAIR - SEWED INTO BAG - WEAR IN POCKET 

a silvah dime from 'im. if she kin git 
it 1 an ' take a p iece 
of ' is hair outa his 

haid an ' t ie it . an ' sew it all up in dat cloth togethah 1 an ' cross it - cro sses 
dose needles lak dat [ demons trates ] - dat way .  
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[ The cro ss ing of  needles or p ins in a cloth is a frequent magic act . Each 
needle or pin is stuck into the cloth so that it crosses over one or more needle 
or pin . ] 

Well , af tah she do  dat , she takes it an ' put s it in ' er pocket . If it ' s nec
essary she wears i t  all d e  time . 

3920 . [HERE IS VERSION TWO OF THE RITE:] 
Dey kin take yore hair an ' put it into a clo th an ' put some mo ' things wit it . 

Put needle in d ere . Take two or three gold-eye needles , take yore hair an ' take 
a sanitary cloth , an ' sew it all up in dere togethah an ' a silvah d ime . Git a 
silvah d ime from me [ a  man] an ' sew dat all up d ere togethah , an ' cross dem nee
dles in dere an ' keep 'em. Well , yo ' would always be aPossed. 

(Someone would do this to a woman . You said you put a sanitary clo th . Where 
would you get this sanitary cloth? You mean her monthly clo th . Well , you would 
have to be do ing this to a woman then? ) 

Yeah , yo ' doin ' it to a woman , or eithah to a man . 
(How would you do it to the man? ) 
Oat ' s whut ah ' m tellin ' yo ' now , dat ' s de way yo ' would do to a man . 
[ The preceding rite was told twice by informant ; firs t in answer to my ques

t ion about hair , and later in answer to my question about how a woman could hold 
a man . I have given both versions , changing the order of telling as follows : the 
f irs t paragraph comes from Memphis , Tenn. , (948 ) , 1528 : 6 ;  the remainder from 
1528 : 4 . ] 

3921 . An ' den a woman tole me dat she take an ' she tPiak ' er husban ' wit ' er 
period s . She take it an' she f eed ' im wit fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' aftah dat nine 

mawnin ' s he would do anythin ' dat she want ' im 
9 MORNINGS - FED HIM 'ER PERIODS tub do . When she tell ' im , "Yo ' no t go in ' go 

no place , "  he ' d s tay at home . She ' d be able 
tub change his mind . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1 36 3 ) , 2403 : 11 . ] 

3922 . Yo ' kin take a chicken giz zard an ' take it an ' let it dry up , j is ' let 
it dry up an ' make a powdah outa i t . An ' j is ' lak if yo ' wanta make yore husban ' 

crazy about chew , well yo ' take dat chicken 
PIE - CAKE - BREAD - MON'SES IN gizzard an ' git some of yore mon ' ses [= month-

sea = months ] an ' mix it wit dat chicken giz
zard an ' - see , yo ' put chure monthlies on dat chicken gizzard whilst it ' s green 
an ' let it dry up . An ' den j is ' lak yo ' make a pie or somp in else , yo ' pound dat 
up into a powdah an ' sprinkle it  in ' is coffee or bread or anything , an ' he ' ll 
j is ' be crazy about chew an ' fellah yo ' evahwhere yo ' go . AN' EVAH TIME HE SEE 
A MAN WIT CHEW HE JUMP ON YO 1 AN' BEAT CHEW. 

(Who will? ) 
Yore husban ' or any man yo ' goin ' wit . [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 1522 : 10 . ] 
3 9 2 3 . De othah way dey do dat , j es ' lak a woman when she be ' s ministratin ' , 

she takes dat an ' she puts it in a cake . An ' she ' solve [ d is solve ] dat intuh 
dat cake , see . He eat dat an ' he stop runnin ' roun ' wit evahbody el se but ' er . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1001 ) , 1617 : 7 . ] 

3 9 24 . I have heard dat dey kin take yore - take a sanitary clo th , rins in ' 
[ it ] , put i t  in cake . C ook it  in cake an ' give i t  tub whomsomevah yo ' want s 
tub love yuh . An ' yo ' give i t  tub ' em de firs ' time , hit takes effect ; an ' if  
yo ' give i t  tub dem de secon ' time , if  yo ' want ' em tub marry yuh , why dey ' ll 
marry yuh . [Mob ile , Ala . , (68 9 ) , 918 : 8 . ] 

3925 . An ' dere anothah one . She kin take her monthl ies an ' if yo ' s eatin ' 
d ere , an ' put i t  in a li ' le bread , an ' yo ' go  wit nobody else but ' er . I t  make 
no d iff ' rence how many wimmins or whut dey got , yo ' don ' t care fo ' nobody but 
' er . [ Fayetteville ,  N . Car . , (139 2 ) , 2501 : 1 . ] 
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3926 . A woman , dey kin take her min ' stration an ' a piece yo ' know, an ' dey 
kin throw it in de rivah or yo ' kin bury it . If yo ' bury it , it will kill ' er; 

PINS NEW - INCENSE POWDER - BLOOD 
BOTTLED - INTO RIVER - OR BURIED 

if yo ' throw it in de rivah , it  w ill PUn 'BP 
an ' she ' ll nevah come back. But dey dPesses 
it . See dey put s dis powdahs on it , incense 
powdah , an ' yo ' pin it up wit new pins , 

bran ' -new pins in a bottle . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1529a) , 27 34:16 . ] 
3 9 27 .  Anyway , she lef ' me . She wus good to me . I an ' huh wus liv in '  togeth

ah good , an ' it  seems to me dat she lef ' me becuz I couldn ' t  get no money togeth-
ah . 

POCKET - WEAR IN LEFT - HER PIECE (I  see . )  
IN CLEAN CLOTH WITH SWEET-SMELLING POWDER It  seem s  like she lef ' me becuz I 

couldn ' t  get no money . An ' I wanted 
mah ole lady becuz I loveded us . An ' I went to dis same fellah on Messanine[!] 
an ' Williard . Keeler[?] [Healer ?] dey call ' im .  

(What name?) 
Messanine[ ?] . 
( I  see . All right . )  
[Useless t o  ask him to spell it . ]  
Well , anyway , when I went t o  him , I ast  ' im what should I d o  t o  g e t  mah ole 

lady becuz I like-ted ' er ,  an ' she had been good to me . So he tole me . He said , 
"You get - try to get one o f  ' er pieces . "  

(What kind o f  piec es?) 
Dat ' s  one of ' er pieces dat she wears , yo ' know, evah month . So I got a girl 

frien '  of mine to get a piece - a girl frien ' s of ' er ,  �· I tole de girl , I 
didn ' t want to hahm ' er .  She say , "Yo ' don ' t wanta hahm [harm] ' er . " I say , 
"No , I ' m not gon ' a  hahm ' er . " I say , "I wouldn ' t  ha ' m  ' er ,  I want to do somepin 
to make peace ,  cuz I love mah ole lady . "  Anyway s ,  she got dis piece fo ' me . So , 
I took it  an ' I wrahpped it up in a cloth,  clean cloth.  

(Did he  tell you to  do  this?) 
Yes , sir . 
(What did he t ell you to do?) 
H e  tole me to get dis cloth of her s an ' wrop it  up in a clean piece an ' den 

sprinkle some powdah , j es '  any kin ' a  sweet-smellin ' powdah to kill odor , an ' put 
it in mah left pocket an ' wear it  - j es '  take i t  evahwhere I go , yo ' know. An ' 
he guarantee me I ' ll git  mah ole lady" - j es '  evahwhere I heard talk of  she ' s 
at an ' soon she goin ' commenc e followin ' me places she know I b e .  Well , I did 
dat , an ' I wasn ' t a week b efo ' me an ' mah ole lady was back . [New Orleans , La . , 
(796). 1109: 5 . 1  

3 9 28 . An ' a boy 
napkins an ' stopped 

took a girl - a girl he wuz likin ' at least - he taken ' er 
' em  up in a j ar wit quinine an ' sulphur , an ' she cain ' t 

leave ' im .  She tried evahtin ' an ' 
QUININE - SULPHUR - HER NAPKIN - IN JAR she went to  evah root doctor she could 

possibly go to , an ' dey tole her d ey 
couldn ' t  do nuthin . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 2525: 6 . ]  

SHIRTTAIL 
CLIP OFF PIECE AGAINST H I S  PRIVATES 

WRAP IN PERIOD RAG - OVER DOOR 

3929 . Tell yo ' whut dey did 
See ,  yore shirttail - de man 
sc issor s an ' clip j es '  about 
de end of  de shirt tail . 
(The front or back?) 

to me . 
j es '  take de 
dat much o f f  

Cut o f f  d e  front o f  d e  shirt tail whut hang b y  h i s  privat e .  Den she tooks it an ' 
she wrahp s [wraps] it up in one of  ' er periods rag , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' she fix 
it ovah de d o ' , an ' yo ' b e  home . 
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(That ' s  to keep the man home?) 
Dat ' s  right . [Florence ,  S .  Car. , (1303) , 2203: 1 . ] 
3930 . Yore wife run o f f  from yuh an ' yo ' kin get holt of  some of ' er monthly 

p ieces , yo ' take it an ' put it b etween yore innah sole an ' yore out s ide sole of  

SHOE - IN HI S - PART OF  MONTHLY PIECE 
yore shoe .  An ' yo ' kin wear da t an ' 
she ' ll be undah yo ' . She ' ll have to come 
back an ' be aroun ' yo ' . She can ' t stay 

away , she 
1010:9 . ]  

hav e to come back - yo ' be wearin ' da t .  [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (74 1) , 

3931 . Dat p iece she wears ,  yo ' know , durin ' de time all wimmins have da t .  
Yo ' take a p iece outa dat an ' yo ' cut a place in yore left sho e ,  an ' yo ' wear 
dat cloth in dere , an ' all de time she cain ' t go outa de house . She gotta stay 
in de house whilst yo ' wear dat .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (1574) , 2897 . ] 

3932 .  A woman take a man ' s sock , yo ' see , an ' now she ' ll take da t man ' s  sock 
an ' she will come unwell. Well , now she ' ll take dat unwellness an ' take an ' dry 

SOCK - SHE WIPES UNW8LLNESS - WITH HI S 
it wit de man ' s  sock . Well now , she ' ll 
take it , see , an ' whenevah she let it 
g it dry good in dere , she won ' t ,  say , 

wet it all ovah good , she ' ll j es '  dampen it . Well , she ' ll take de sock den an ' 
put i t  on de flo ' or sampin an ' press 'um, an ' put ' em  den where he kin git ' em . 

Well , now when he git dem sock an ' put ' em  on an ' wear ' em , why his whole 
heart an ' mind falls right onto her den . Dere ' s nobody else an ' he ain ' t con
tented until he be ' s  right wit ' er .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1097) , 17 68: 1 . ] 

3933 . Get de toe outa yore lef ' sock an ' de heel outa de right . If  a woman 
wanta make love or somepin like dat wit a man an ' keep in touch wit ' im ,  why -

or whatevah she wanta do concernin ' 
SOCK OF MAN - TOE OF LEFT - HEEL OF RIGHT 

IN HER CLOTH - IN HIS PILLOW 
' er home , take of dese thin ' s what 
dey used once a month . Say dey kin 
sew dat up in de p illah what de man 

sleep on an ' he nevah will go away an ' stay from ' em .  
(I see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (720) , 9 9 0:1 . ]  
3934 .  [Take] de toe of de s ocks , an ' git a piece of de middle , an ' take dat 

socks an ' ' er periods clo th . 
(Now you are taking her sock and her period cloth or 
Her socks an ' her periods cloth . An ' git some of de 

vate down dere , an ' a little from o f fa heah , de mole of 

are you taking my socks?) 
hair from roun ' ' er pri
' er haid , an ' put it all 

SOCK - TOE AND MI DDLE - PERIOD CLOTH - HAIR PUBIC AND HEAD 
TRACK - ALL HERS - UNDER HER HEAD IN BED 

togethah an ' s t ep to 
de do ' .  If yo ' see 
her go out s ide in de 
yard , step to de do ' 

an ' ketch up as  much of  ' er track , lak dat ,  an ' put it altogethah dere . An '  ball 
it up an ' sew it up t ight a s  yo ' kin git it , see . An' bury dat an ' put in de 
mattress or de p illah right where she puts  ' er haid .  An ' yo ' got ' er j es '  as  
yo ' wanta - like a foo t stool . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (127 1) , 2151 : 5 . ] 

3935 .  [The steak rite was found everywhere . I heard it several hundred times , 
often not bothering to record shor t stat ement s of a sentence or two . Interviews 

STEAK - FAVORITE FOOD FOR TRICKERY 
also contain similar ma terial . Here are a 
few examples of the b elief: ] 
An ' he [my contact man ]  ast  me concernin ' 

' bout de woman - ' bout havin ' ' er .  D id ah know anythin ' ' bout ' er doin' [trick
ing] a man .  Ah tole ' im ,  well , it wus kin ' a  bad . But he tole me he didn ' t 
[care] ' bout dat ,  j es '  ' splain it tuh him . 

[The preceding he ast me aonaernin' 'bout de woman is one of  many examples in 
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HOODOO showing the precaution taken against unwanted visitors. 
here Edward Bufford (see ILLUSTRATIONS at end o f  volume 2), as 
questions . To reach me in the interviewing room a prospec tive 
show my contact man that he knew something about what I wanted. 
this method and its problems in the INTRODUCTION . ]  

My contact man, 
did I, varied the 
informant had to I will discuss 

So ah tole ' im ' bout ' er takin ' durin ' ' er period come one, an ' ' bout buyin ' 
a piece of  fresh meat steak an ' usin ' it [ on her ],  an ' den boilin ' it  tub feed 
a man off it . Dat dat would hole [ hold ] him at  d e  present time . [ Brunswick, 
Ga., (1226), 2083:11 . ]  

3936. Take - buy livah or steak an ' tie it roun ' ' twixt ' er laigs right 
chere, right in ' er groin. Tie it roun ' dere an ' wear it in de mawnin ' - wear 
it t ill eventime tub cook it. An ' den she ' ll go an ' cook da t an ' yo ' ll eat dat 
an ' den yo ' can ' t leave her. Yo ' j es '  go crazy ovah her. [ Brunswick, Ga., 
(1 247), 2113:3 . ] 

3937. An ' j es '  like if yo ' workin ' fo ' some people an ' dey mean tub yo ' , too. 
An ' j es '  like if dey git a p iece of steak. [They want you to ] cook a steak. 
Take an ' put it between yore laigs an ' den take an ' put it in de spidah [a frying 
pan with legs ] an ' fry it an ' give it to ' em .  An ' dat ' ll make ' em  come down 
underneat ' chew . 

(YOU MEAN, TO GIVE TO THE PEOPLE FOR WHOM YOU ARE WORKING?) 
YES, WORKIN ' FO ' .  
(YOU DO THAT TO THE BOS S ?) 
YES S IR .  
(YOU ARE WORKING IN SOMEONE ' S  HOUSE?) 
YES . [Notice how carefully I question her here at the end . I wanted to be 

certain that I understood her! ] [ Brunswick, Ga., (1184), 1997:4 . ]  
3938. If  she wants ' im back she kin git ' im back. She j es '  go an ' mayb e git 

sweet wit ' im, sometime want ' im come ovah an ' take a meal wit ' er .  Well, she 
may den buy a piece of steak or piece of sompin - pork chop . An ' take it some
t ime an ' if it while her monthlies on her, j es ' run it ' tween ' er laigs an ' frz 
dat fo ' him, an ' give it to him. IN NINE DAYS HE ' LL BE BACK DERE . [ S t . Peters
burg, Fla . ,  (1042), 1689:3 . ] 

3939. Go to de sto ' an ' buy a piece of steak, an ' take dat steak an ' put it 
on her as a pad, j es '  lak she wearin ' a cloth, an ' WEAR IT DERE FO ' THREE DAYS 
[a rare length of time for this rite], an ' take it an ' cook it - don ' t hash it, 
j es '  take it an ' fry it . An ' he eat .  Don ' t care how he ' s  been runnin ' roun ' ,  
he go in ' stop an ' commence s tayin ' home . But, HE WILL KILL ' ER OR SHE WILL KILL 
' ERSELF . [Fayet teville, N. Car . ,  (1450), 26 15:6 . ]  

3940. Den a woman could take a - j es '  like yo ' go to market an ' yo ' git some 
steaks - yo ' get steak . She know yo ' like dat, o r  any kin ' a  meat yo ' like . She 
wears dat r ight ' tween ' er laigs . She take dat an ' leave her wear dat whole day 
an1 she cook dat. An ' she ' ll take dirt from undah her toenail an ' she ' ll put it 
in yore food . She ' ll take an ' she ' ll get some tomato pa ste an ' put it  into dat 
meat. De minute yo ' eat da t ,  regardless o f  where dat woman at or where yo ' at, 
but yo'll suffah wit cramps in yore stomik. She done got dat, all dat filth 
down in yore stomik. Don ' t care where dat woman at, yo ' want to see her, [even] 
if dere mens wit a fowl gun dere; but if dat woman in dat buildin ' ,  yo ' ll take a 
chance an ' go on where she at. Dat ' s  what yo' call she done fed yo' otf some of 
'eP 'peaPanae. [New Orleans, La., (8 29), 1232:1 . ]  

394 1. A woman kin take an' go tub de market an ' she kin git a piece o f  steak � a piece of po'k [ pork] livah, an ' she kin put it on a clo th, jes' lak she put
tin '  on a clo th fo ' her monthly period - lay it between ' er laigs j es '  lak she 
fixin ' a cloth when she ' s sick. An ' lay it right on dere an ' pin it up on ' er, 
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j es '  lak she put on a towel . Put dat on dat mawnin ' an ' wear it until twelve 
a ' clock . Take it off an ' cook it an ' give it to him , j es '  ' nuff fo ' him - nuthin 
tuh throw ' way , j es '  ' nuff fo ' him - an ' let ' im eat it . An ' when he eat ,  den 
she ' s  got ' im so - she got ' im  den . [ Sumter , s. Car . , (1368) , 2424:5 . ]  

3942 . Well , wimmins tPiok a man by usin ' dem ministrate [ p ieces ] . All right , 
yo ' take a woman an ' she ' s ministratin ' ,  she cook tomatoes or she cook a cake , 
she only j es '  take dat cloth an ' squeeze one or two drops an ' feed ' im . She kin 
do any thin ' in de worl '  • [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1364) , 2406: 2 . ] 

3943 . Jes ' like you ' ve got a wife an ' she don ' t want yo ' to git away from 
' er ,  PROVIDIN ' SHE TH INKS SHE IS DOIN ' GREAT ; but yet still she is suffering yo ' 
[making you suffer ] . See , SHE IS  PUTTIN ' AFFLICTION ON YO ' ,  BUT SHE DOESN ' T  KNOW 

IT . 
Now , she ' ll take her minis tration an ' she ' ll use if fo ' a certain length of 

time . See , in your food , eithah in tomato soup or any thin ' like da t . An ' when 
yo ' eat dat food , well den from time to time , if yo ' continue on to take dat , 
well it will give yo' a pain in de stomick . A man , it will give him a pain in 
de stomick an ' i t  will annoy an '  he can ' t go , ei thah come . Well , she is ruinin ' 
' is health . [ Savannah, Ga., (539) , 660:12 . ]  

3944 . An '  say , fo ' instance ,  if yo ' wanta hold him ag ' in, don ' want nobody 
interferes wit 'im an ' he cain ' t quit chew at  all an ' go tuh [ some other woman] . 
Go tuh de market an ' buy yo ' a beefsteak . Jes ' lak if yo ' go dere dis mawnin ' 
an ' buy it , yo ' s  WEAR IT ALL DAT DAY AN ' DE NEXT DAY takes it an ' cooks it an ' 
give it tuh him. Yo ' still got ' im ,  dere ain ' t no way he kin git away . He 
stay right dere . [Memphis, Tenn. ,  (1537) , 2775:4 . ]  

3945 . An ' then ah 've heard if he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' - see , if  a man ' s  go t an
othah sweetheart ,  an ' he ' s got a w ife an ' he doesn ' t provide fo ' his home as he 
should . She kin git a beefsteak an '  she PUT IT UNDAH HER ARMS , an ' de sugah IF 
HE DRINKS COFFEE , PUT DE SUGAR UNDAH HER ARM - PUT ONE UNDAH EACH ARM. Let it 
stay fo ' ' bout a hour . Den cook dat steak an ' take da t sugah an ' sweeten his 
coffee , an ' dat ' ll break up dat . 

( She put s the beefsteak under one arm and the sugar under the other ?) 
Yes . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1529a), 2735:10 . ]  
3946 . I f  mah ole man wuz tuh go out an ' wuz mean tuh me lak dat an ' NO ONE 

GIVE ME NUTHIN , well ah could buy me a steak or sompin lak dat . Lak ah wanta 
cook ' i s dinnah . Well , ah could wear it about two or three hours or sompin lak 
dat . Yo ' know, cook it fo ' him tuh eat his dinnah , sompin lak dat , see . 

An ' j is '  mah monthly sickness lak dat. Well , evah day lak dat , well ah pull 
off a fresh cloth . Well , ah sgueeze de little blood-lak an ' make him a aake or 
some kinda puddin ' • Well DAT MAKE HIM GOOD TO ME AN ' GIVE ME MONEY . I f  he b e  
runnin ' roun ' wit wimmins lak dat , well a h  kin make him stay a t  home wit me . 
[Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 943) , 1525:1 . ] 

3947 .
� Dat yo ' could take an ' do a man. Jes ' lak if ah wuz doin' wi t mah ole 

lady - ah goes runnin ' roun ' , won ' t stay home , comin ' in at twelve or one a ' clock 
at night . She kin go ahead an ' take - j es '  go to de sto ' an ' git her some toma
toes . Take de tomatoes an ' cook ' em .  An ' j es '  lak dis periods b e  on ' er ,  take � o f  dat , about two teaspoons fulla dat , an ' put it in de tomatoes . An ' she 
could do ' im any way . SHE CAN ' T  GIT 'IM OUTA HER TRACK. EVAH TIME SHE TURN 
ROUN ' HE ' S  RIGHT DERE - won ' nevah left home no mo ' .  

Or eithah yo ' could take disaway . Yo1 kin go ahead , go to de sto ' an ' buy yo ' 
some po ' k  meat lak dat . Take i t  an ' wear it , wear i t  ' tween d e  laigs an ' aftah 
wearin1 it 1tween de laigs fo ' about thir ty minutes , take an' cook dat . An ' she 
can ' t keep ' im ' way from ' er tuh save her life . WHEN HE GO TUH WORK , HE TURN 
ROUN ' AN ' COME RIGHT ON BACK HOME - have no troub le wit ' im .  [Florence , S .  Car . , 
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(1311). 2223: 5 . ] 
3948 . ( Some fellow told you this?)  
Yes sir1 de fellah tole me dis1 dat he caught ' is wife . She used [to]  when 

she go tub menstrate1 [he ]  says she ' d  take a piece of steak an ' wear it on her
self j es '  if it wus a Ko tex [ trade name for a brand o f  sanitary c loth] or sompin 
lak dat - in place of a Ko tex - all day long. unt il time fo ' him tub came home 
an ' git ' is suppah . Den she take it off an ' put it in de pan an ' cook it an ' 
give it to him tub eat . See1 dat create a whole latta jealousy - make him jea l
ous of ' er .  Love - he be j ealous of  ' er .  [Florence1 S .  Car . 1  (1 283)1 2181:1 . ]  

394 9 .  An ' den ag ' in if a man quit a woman an ' she kin git 'im tub eat tuh her 
house - lak a woman take sick once a month - she wear a piece of steak right fo ' 
ten minute s1 an ' take it an ' beat it up an ' fry fo ' him . An ' af tah she beat it up an ' fry it fo ' him1 den he eat dis steak an ' he ' ll be j es '  as crazy ' bout ' er 
as he evah wuz . [Florence. s. Car • • (13 22)1 2266: 5 . ]  

3 9 5 0 .  [ This brief r ite is merely to create a margin title for a common belief 
found everywhere - see preceding margin title and many places in HOODOO . ]  

TOMATO 
Den yo ' kin take - like yo ' got a man an ' yo ' wan ' ' em  love yo ' .  wan ' 
' im  go crazy ' bout chew. Yo ' take some of yore monthly period an ' put 
it in some of ' is tomatoes or eithah coffee or tea . Put a drop or two 

in dat tomatoes. yo ' see1 an ' den when he come tub eat ' em1 he nevah know de 
d iff ' rence . He ' d  go crazy ' bout chew. [ Brunswick. Ga . 1  (1207)1 2040:7 . ]  

3951 .  I knowed a lady wu s  nevah straightened up1 yo ' know1 an ' ano thah lady 
got holt of ' er clo th . Well1 she taken dat an ' she wrapped it up good in some 

TREE - HANG HER CLOTH UP IN 
papah1 must have been1 an ' it wus somepin like a 
pine tree - had a lot of leaves but away at de top1 
it was skinny at de bot tom .  An ' she took dat an ' 

she hung dat up in de tree . Well1 she lived a good while af tah dat . But den she 
began to git sick an ' went to othah people dat knowed more dan she d id1 an ' a man 
[doator ] tole her where it wus.  An ' she sent ano thah lady dere to de tree . Dat 
othah lady go t it down outa de tree but it wus too late1 an ' she wus almo st  dead . 
Yo' see dat j e s ' dr ied up - it wus1 her blood wus up dere dryin ' up . An ' dat 
jes ' dr ied up on ' er on earth .  

(It  was j ust hanging up in the tree?) 
Hanging up in the tree . 
( I  see . )  [New Orleans. 
395 2 .  Dey say dey take 

La • • (783)1 1082: 5 . ]  

li ' le bag an ' sew it up in 
de s tain of a per son blood an ' sew it up - make a 
dat li ' le bag . Take it to any runnin ' watah1 eithah 

TREE - HER CLOTH SEWED IN BAG - HANG HIGH IN 

he kin git dem [periods]  s tar ted an' dey won '  
un t il i t  fin ' lly run ' em  crazy . 

(The woman ' s  blood on her monthly cloth?) 
Yes .  [ Sumter1 s. Car • • (1384)1 2459:14 . ]  

hang it high in a tree1 where de 
dew an ' de rain can lick [hit ] 
ovah it an ' drop ovah it . An ' 

evah stop . Dey always will run 

3953 . She [my mo ther ] wuz fixed dataway . A woman got some spots  outa her 
shimmy an ' drawahs an ' taken ' em  an ' den nailed ' em  in a tree wit a great-b ig 

TREE - NAIL CLOTH IN - EAST AND WEST 
WITH RAILROAD SPIKE 

railroad spike .  She says she nailed it 
east an ' wes t .  An ' she j es '  pined away . 
An ' she had do se spots . An ' [ she ] go t 
hol '  some of hair1 some kin ' or no thah vuz in dere wit it1 wit dat balled up togethah . An ' she said it wuz nailed in 

de tree wit a great b ig ole railroad spike .  An ' de tree wuz right a t  de haid of  
de windah . An ' mah mo thah wuz s ick an ' she j es '  p ined away1 an ' she pined away1 
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an ' it plumb stopped ' er from ministration . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544) , 28 05:3 . ]  
3954 . Well , dat ' s  like if yo ' wanta kill someone . Oat ' s  whut dat is . Yo ' 

kin take a woman ministra t in '  cloth , don ' t chew know , an ' yo ' kin care  [ carry ] 

TREE - IN HOLLOW OF PINE - AT SUNDOWN - NAIL HER PIECE 
LEAVE FROG THERE TO EAT IT 

it to a pine tree as  
de sun go down an ' yo ' 
kin take a t en-penny 
nail an ' drive it in 

de hollow of dis ole pine tree as 
right der e .  D en when de frog eat 

(What eats  it up ?) 

de sun goin ' down an ' walk off an ' leave it 
it up , den she ' ll die . 

D e  frog . 
(The frog eats  that up ?) 
Yeah , a frog will eat dat up , den yo ' ll die . 
(Where would the fro g come from?) 
Yo ' would have tuh carry de frog dere  an ' put de frog in dere . When de frog 

eat dat up , den yo ' ll die . 
(You j ust put it in the hollow of a tree?) 
De hallah of a ole pine tree . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259) ,  284 0: 6 . ]  
39 5 5 . Ah hear dey say , take a woman ' s  monthlies yo ' know , an ' bore a, hole in 

a tree an ' put it in dat . Fo ' nine mawnin ' s  fore de sunrise an ' - go an ' hit it , 
drive it up . Dey say in de ninth mawnin ' she ' ll be daid by dat . 

TREE - BORE HOLE - PEG CLOTH IN - HIT PEG 9 MORNINGS 
BEFORE SUNRISE - ALL WAY IN LAST DAY - TIME SHE DIES 

(Well , t ell me the whole 
story .) 
Well , dey says dey take 
de monthlies an ' bore a 
hole in a tree fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s • • •  
(What about tha t  hair 
though?) 

De hair ? Well , now dey do de hair de same way . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1059) , 17 19:4.] 
3956 . D ey take dat piece a f tah yo ' ministrate  an ' cut a piece out of it  an ' 

wrap it t ight . Put de needles an ' d e  pins through it . 
(Do you put any particular number or j ust any 

TREE - IN BORED HOLE - PEG PIECE number?) 
CRO S SED WITH NEEDLES AND PINS  Any number , j es '  any of ' em . Yo ' j ab one one 

way an ' den one anothah . An ' take it tuh a 
tree an ' bore a hole onto it . An ' den take yo ' ,  yo ' know, a wooden peg an ' stop 
yo ' [owner of cut-out piece]  up in dere . I hear people say yo ' kin do dat . 

(What will that do?)  
Say dat will stop yo ' from ministratin '  an ' fin ' lly it will kill yo ' - [blood ] 

commence comin ' out chure mouth . [Mobile , Ala . , (696) ,  945:12 . ]  
3957. I don ' t know whut side of de graveyard she got dat dir t  off  of but she 

want an ' got de graveyard dirt. 
(Why did she get tha t ? )  
She wus angry at d i s  woman about ' er husban ' . 
(Then what happened?)  
Well she managed aroun ' 

evah month , yo ' know . Yo ' 
some way or nothah an ' got a piece of dis woman used 
undahstan ' whut I ' m  talkin ' about ? 

TREE - CLOTH AND GRAVEYARD DIRT STOPPED UP 
IN HOLE BORED ON NORTH SIDE OF 

( I  understand . )  
An ' she taken an ' cut a piece outa 
dat , an ' puts  dat graveyard dirt in 
it an ' wraps it up . An ' went in de 

woods an ' bored a hole in a tree on d e  north side , an ' she put dis here piece of 
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cloth an ' dat  gPaveyaPd diPt in dere an ' stopped i t  up . Well, she did it to kill 
de woman , but it didn ' t kill ' er but she got small - well she got sickly from it . 

[New Orleans , La . , (7 91) , 1104:1.] 
TREE - OAK - MAKE HOLE - CLOTH IN 3958 . Or else yo ' kin take de cloth wbut she 

nuse [use]  an ' yo ' kin dig a hole in a oak 
tree an ' put da t piece in dat oak tree an ' stop it up an ' da t will stop it an' 
it [ the blood ] will rush to dey ha id.an ' kill ' em . [Waycros s ,  Ga. , (1078)1 
174 6: 9 . ] 

395 9 .  Yo ' kin do a lat ta 
tion] . Yo ' kin take da t an ' 

things [informant is answer ing my unrecorded ques
bury it an ' put it into a hole in a b ig oak tree, 

TREE - OAK - MAKE HOLE - NAME AND CLOTH IN 
an ' take [write]  her name [ and put 
wi th it ] an ' dat will run 'em crazy
make all ' er b lood dry up . 

(Put her monthly period in that hole in that tree?) 
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1561) ,  28 58:3 . ]  
3960 . Yo ' kin take a woman , a woman ' s  sicknes s yo ' know , an ' take a nail -

ah mean put some on de end o f  a needle see , or  de end o f  a pin ,  an ' drive it 

TREE - A GREEN - MINUTE PORTION OF CLOTH INTO 
ON END OF NEEDLE OR PIN 

into a green tree . An ' dat will 
run ' er crazy . Jes ' a little 
bit on de end of  de point an ' 
drive it into a green tree . Any 

kinda green tree . [St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1031)1 167 6:7 . ]  
3961 . If she min ' s tra tin ' , dey kin take her cloth an ' put i t  in any thin ' ,  a 

hollow log an ' stop it up whare it cain ' t git no air , an ' she ' ll turn lak she go t 

TREE: STOP UP CLOTH IN HOLLOW LOG 
de consumption . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1548)1 
2811:5 . ]  
3962 .  Yo ' could get a piece o f  a woman ' s  

bloomahs - yo ' know , de s eat of  ' er bloomahs , an ' ' er menstr ' ation cloth , piece 
of  dat . An ' put dat togethah an ' take it an ' shut it  up in a [pasteboard ] box , 
or eithah a little small wooden box . Somepin lak , yo ' know, one of  dese little 

UP SIDE DOWN OR BOTTOM UPWARD 
ole small wooden boxes made about dat round 
[size] , yo ' see , an ' shut it up in dere . An ' dey 
tell me , yo ' kin take dat an ' turn it bottom up

wards , an ' bury it right undahneat '  of a person ' s  steps , an '  it will stop dem 
from menstr ' ation. [Box is a symbol for a coffin . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 67 9)1 973:5 . ]  

3963 . Take a piece from a woman dat she wear i n  heP pPivate time. An '  she 
kin put dat in a can an ' turn de can down , an ' bury it in de yard anywhere an ' 
let it stay dere . W ell , dat woman dat dat piece come from ,  she ' s locked up all 
de way s roun ' . She j es '  swells up in heah an ' she locked up down dere .  She 
locked up evahwhere . An ' den if yo ' don ' t git dat thing up from dere,  dat woman 
will die . She ' ll bu ' st open an ' after [afterwards ] she die . [Mob ile , Ala . ,  
(7 00) 1 950: 6 . ] 

3964 . W ell , yo ' kin take a woman ag ' in . Dis woman an ' some o f  - mah ole lady, 
an ' yore ole lady didn ' t lak her , or somp in lak dat . Dey had a fallin ' out wit 
' er ,  an ' [or ] anybody dat wanta fallen out wit ' er ,  dey kin study roun ' ' er an ' 
git some of  ' er min ' strate1 an ' take dat an ' put in a closed j ar an ' bury dat 
head-side down . She won ' have no mo ' troub le wit her no mo ' .  [Fayetteville, 

VINEGAR - TURPENTINE 9 DROPS 

N .  Car . , (1430) , 2581: 6 . ] 
3965 . An ' git chew some vinegah an ' nine drops 
of turpent ine an ' dat ' ll stop a woman ' s  per iods 
on ' er .  
(How would they give that to her?) 

Give it to her by de tablespoonful - yo ' know , j es '  lak [demonstrates ] .  
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(That is what you call Poot-WOPking. She knows he is doing that . )  [ Bruns
wick, Ga . ,  (1211), 2049:5 . ]  

3 9 66 .  Jes ' lak ah wu s  go in ' kill dis woman ' cro ss d e  s treet  dere - sh e doin ' 
me d irty . Ah takes an ' hire somebody down heah tuh fumble round in ' er hous e an ' 

WASHPOT IN BACK YARD 
MIN ' STRATION BURIED BENEATH 

git me h er minstration, see . Well, now if dey got 
me her minstration, well ah take it an ' bundle each 
cloth up an ' take it in de back yard to a washpot 
an ' bury it undah dis washpo t, bury it deep so 

nuthin won ' t git it . Well now, yo ' know evah week ah go tta do mah washin ' . 
Well, as dat thing dry - see, as it dries, she ' ll begin tuh droop as it dry . 
Well, finely [ finally ] it dry an ' molt away . An ' when i t  [ does ] ,  she j es '  pine 
away . Dat ' s  all ah kin tell yo ' ' bout dat now, cuz ah don ' t wanta t ell yo ' no 
story . Ah wanta give yo ' d e  straight tales . [ Savannah, Ga . ,  (1261), 2143:1 . ]  

3967 .  Jes ' lak if yo ' wanta kill a woman, j es '  lak if she should b e  mini-
stratin ' . Co ' s e ah wouldn ' t  lak fo ' dese things tuh happen . Take a piece of  

WATER PIPES - BURY UNDER - HER GUARD her guaPd whut somevah she have, an ' yo ' 
know deses holes whut br ing watah tuh 
yore hous e .  Put it in a quar t j ar an ' 

bury it undah dere, an ' she ' ll nevah 
do her any good, she ' ll die .  

see any mo ' .  Doctors [M. D . ' s ] wouldn ' t  

(These what that come in your h ouse?) 
Watah holes - yo ' know, de pip es, watah pipes . Jes ' lay it undah dat so hit  

will be undah runnin ' watah . 
(And what do they get? A piece of  h er guaPd, you say? What do you mean by 

her guard ?) 
Whut sh e ministrate on. 
(They call it a guard . )  
Yes . Jes ' take dat an ' put i t  in dat j ar, if yo ' wanted tuh kill a woman, 

see . An' bury it undah dat p lace, bury it undah d e  runnin' hose [ or hoPse ] an ' 
she ' ll die .  No doctor [M. D . ]  couldn ' t  start on h er [ s top the flow ] . 

(You call that pipe a running hoPse [ or hose ] that brings the water into the 
house . )  [ Savannah, Ga . ,  (1210), 2046 . ]  

3968 . Fixin' a woman wher e dey ' d  flow to  death . Yo ' take i t  an ' stop i t  up 
airtight in a bottle an' put it to a pump where it stay wet, where yo ' pump wa

WATER PUMP OR SPIGOT - BURY HER BLOOD IN BOTTLE AT 
tah, or to a spigot where 
watah run on it mo stly all 
de time .  An ' dere can ' t a 

doctor [M. D . ]  ' twixt here an ' Europe stop it, unless yo ' git dat bot tle an ' take 
de s toppah out of it an ' pour it out . [Waycross, Ga . ,  (1141), 1857:10 . ]  

3969 . Ah tell yo ' ano thah thin ' - j es '  lak if yore wife go in ' wit a man an ' 
yo ' try tuh make h er stay home an ' no t run around so much, an ' yo ' say, "Well, 

ah druthah see h er daid 
WATER1 OUTGOING TIDE - THROW HER BOTTLED CLOTH INTO 

"G01 YO ' DAMN SON-QF-A-BITCH" 
den tuh b e  wit anybody 
else . "  
An ' when, yo ' know her 

periods is on . Well, yo ' know womens gen ' a ' ly [generally ] have a lit tle sack 
dat dey put de intahao 'se Pags in an ' th in ' s lak dat . Yo ' wait until yuh git 
a good fresh piece sh e j es '  pull off, see . Jes ' take dat an ' squeeze j es '  as 
much of dat out as yuh kin in a lit t le o le cup, or sompin whut chew ain ' t goin ' 
use no mo ' .  Stop dat up in a bo ttle j es '  as tigh t as yo ' kin, an ' yuh go tuh 
de rivah where d e  rivah ' s goin ' out [with th e t id e ]  an ' throw it j es ' as fur as 
yuh kin git  it in de middle an ' tell ' er, "Go, yo ' damn son-of-a-bitch . "  See! 
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Won't be long 'fore she be gone cuz dat'll stop it - bam! - on 'er. See, she 
won't become unwel l any mo' . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1211) , 469:2.] 

3 9 7 0 . If yo' sot one [a 
WATER, RUNNING - BURY BOTTLE MINI STRATE ON BANK OF woman] on baud an 1 vanta 

git rid of 'er, git sa.e 
of 'er period, ministrate , an' put it in a bottle an' carry it to a runnin' 

stream an' bury it right on de bank o f  it , an' dat'll put 'er mind tuh vaoderin'. 
An' j es' lak dat she'll be gone . 

(She'll leave you . ) [Waycross , Ga . , (108 9 ) , 1757 : 11 . ] 
3 9 7 1 . D ere a man , his wif e  wuz runnin' roun' , an' aftah she got de �in' 

fit ,  she didn't want 'im. An' he wuz wondahin' how would he do tub make her 
WATER, RUNNING - T IE BOTTLED BLOOD AND TRACK - TO BOB ON 

AFTER SUNDOWN AT "FIRST DARK" 

wanta leave 'em off. 
So he j es' got tuh 
thinkin' roun ' an' he 
said , "Well , ah ' ll 

know whut ah'll do . "  He says , "Ah'll git even wit 'er . Ah'll put 'er away . "  
So he got a li'le dirt outa her laig traak - got dat . Den he got a li ' le of 

'er monthly periods an' he put dat in a bottle , an' he stopped it up an' he taken 
dat tub runnin' watah . He taken it down dere about sundown , right aftah it wuz 
dark , an' it wuz tied dere . An' as long as dat bo ttle bobbled [ bobbed ] on de 
watah , her mind would go . An' she finely [ f inally ] went until she run crazy . 
Huh mind run clean away from huh . An' he nevah seen [ her ] from dat day he did 
dat unt il she died . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (141 2 ) , 2536 : 3 . ]  

397 2 .  I f  a man gits tired o f  a woman an' wan'a git out 'er way an' wan'a 
make her leave town , he'd go to work an' take dat sanitary cloth - yo' know whut 

WATER , RUNNING - CROSS - BURY SANITARY CLOTH 
dat is - if he kin git ho lt it , 
be wise 'nuff an' [ get ] hal' dat 
sanitary c loth . Take dis c loth , 

go 'cross any runnin ' s tream o f  watah an' bury it , he'll nevah have no trouble 
wit 'er in dat town or country or village or wheresomevah she live . 

[A part o f  this woman's spirit (the blood and the c loth that touched her ) , 
which can be the whole o f  her spirit (see margin title PART OF THE SPIRIT EQUALS 
WHOLE OF SPIRIT , p . 21) , has been carried across  running water . Her spirit can
not come back acros s  this running water . Besides , her spirit was buried . What 
remains of.this woman will either try to j o in the other part of her spirit across 
water , or the ensuing spiritual conflict will soon kill her . ] [ Wilmington , N. 
WATER, RUNNING - 'PEARANCE RAGS THROWN INTO 

Car . , ( 2 9 2 ) , 213 : 6+8 5 . ]  
3973 . Dey tell me if yo' take one 
of woman's 'pearanae rag s , yo ' 

undahstan' , while she ministratin' , an' take it an' ball it up an' take it down 
to a running s tream of watah an' throw it in it , dat runs her crazy . 

( In what way will it make her lose  her mind? ) 
Make her los e  her mind , yeah . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (991) , 1 598 : 1 2 . ] 
3974 . Well , he [my contact man when test ing informant ] ast me about did ah 

know about makin' a man love yo' . Ah tell 'im, yes . 
Yo' take de hair out of his haid an' wear it in yore shoe an' dat will make 

him love yo' . An' den yo' kin take 'bout runnin' anybody crazy . 
Yo' kin take dere , yo ' know, ministratin' pieces an' wrap hit in de seat of a 

woman's pants , an' wrap it togethah an' boil [ ball ] it until it ' s ,  yo ' know, an' 
den put it in runnin' watah . Dat will run 'em crazy . 

(Well , do you throw those  piec es in running water or [throw] the water that 
you bo il them in? ) 

[ They are not boiled but bal led. ] 
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No , yo' throw 'em in runnin' watah an' dat will run 'em crazy . [ Savannah , 
Ga . , (1229) , 2186 : 6 . ] 

3 9 7 5 . Well , she kin take her mens tr'al - take dis woman's clo th an' carry it 
an' put it in a runnin' stream , an' dat woman , she'll nevah stop f lowin' , she'll 
f low unt il she git pale . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1266) , 2146 : 6 . ] 

3976 . Ah heard dat chew cud [ could ] take some dere.wear in' apparels , an' it 
said in person dat yo' cud place dem, an' read certain po'tion of  Scriptures an' 
dey wud [would ] be removed [ killed ] . 

(Where would they place these pieces of  clo thing? ) 
In runnin' watah an' when all dat blood wud wash away - dat's d e  way mah 

mo thah wuz killed - an' dat chew'll pass away . 
(You do this in part icular to the woman? ) 
Yes sub . 
(Do you know what port ion o f  Scripture you read on that? )  

Yas , de 37th Psalms o f  David . 
[ Either Psalm 37  is a guess or quoted out of  context : FoP they shall soon be 

aut down like the gPass and witheP as the gPeen hePb (King James Version) . With
eP has litt le in common with running wat er . ]  [Little Rock , Ark . , (898) , 147 0 : 6 . ] 

39 7 7 . An' ah heard dat dey could take a woman's period an' throw it in d e  
rivah , see , an' let i t  stay i n  de stream , an' when de watah g o  down dat will 
cause her tub go on away . [Lit tle Rock,  Ark . , (894) , 1464 : 9 . ] 

3978 . A woman ministration , well , d ey kin take dat , dey kin put it in runnin' 
watah , s ee , an' dat will keep it on - it [ blood ] will run all de t ime . Well , ah 
had a cous in did lak dat . We found out how it was did [ by go ing to a roo t doc

MINISTRATION BLOOD - BOTTLED 
INTO RUNNING WATER 

tor ] . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , (1078) , 1746 : 8 . ] 
397 9 .  An' d en yo' kin take de minis trat ion blood , 
or eithah when a man have a connect ion wit a woman , 
j es' if yo' kin ketch dat . Yo' j es' ketch dat an' 

take it an' put it in a bo ttle , an' stop it up t ight an' throw it into de runnin' 
watah , an' dat'll run 'em crazy .  

(You don't d o  anything with the blood ? )  
Yeah , yo' kin do it wit dat . 
(Oh, you do a woman the same way with her blood . )  
Yes sir . [ Florence , s. Car . , (1324 ) , 2 2 68 : 9 . ] 

3 .  URINE 

[As always in a sect ion like URINE , more material is scattered through the 
text of HOODOO . What we have here will give us a general idea regard ing the 
vastness of the subj ect . These rites are given in alphabet ical order . ] 

3980 . Now , yuh kin take certain ahambeP lye ,  an' if it's a man dat drinks , 
take d e  ahambeP lye an' put it in a - it's 'cord in' tub who yuh wit [ your pur

pose] , yo' know . She kin whip yuh wit dat thin' or 
ANIMALS - HUMAN URINE TO yuh kin whip 'er , yuh see . She g its some o f  'er 

ahambeP lye an' put it in some whiskey an 1 let chew 
feast offa dat , it'll shuh [ sure ]  draw yuh tub 'er . An 1 if yuh wan'a draw 'er 
tub yuh , yuh do de same thin' an' dat'll draw 'er tub yuh. An' den she's j is' 
lak dat . No t only her , not only human bein' . Yuh kin take dat ahambeP lye an' 
do de same thin' wit chickens an' hogs ,  if yuh got chickens or hogs dat dey won-
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dahin' [wandering ] away from home an' won' s tay at yuh home [see hog and water
melon s tory 1 2 2 2 1 p . 64 ] . Yo' feed yuh - yuh fill up dat stone [crock or small 
cement trough ] wi t chamber Zye fo' yuh chickens an' dey keep right aroun' yuh 
do'step . Now 1 dat's been showed attention wi t mahself [ I  know that fra. ex
perience ] .  Dey ain't gon'a go cross dat  neighbor dere - ovah his yard. Dat 
yuh chamber Zye. [Waycross 1 Ga . 1 (1138) 1 185 2 : 2 . ] 

3981 . De female sex jis' take her own urinate an' us e i t  on 'er male - make 
him become humble 1  �· Yuh kin jis' try dat 1 yuh know 1 even on yuh animal

-
.
-

[! had heard so of ten the basic rite of urine in food or drink 1  I turned off 
my recording machine ; but the final word animaZ brought me to life with some 
sor t of quest ion : AnimaZ� did you say? What did you say?] 

I say1 yuh kin even take yuh animals .  Use it on a dog . Yuh kin us e yuh uri
nate an' let 'im use - use i t  in 'is food an' he becomes domestic an' humble . 
So i t  is wit de female [ what ] dey kin do wit de male . She kin use dat an' make 
him become submis tic [ submissive ] an' humble - make him become submistic an' hum
ble tuh 'er - in ordah dat she kin handle him . [Jacksonville . Fla • •  ( 587 ) 1 
75 3 : 4 . ]  

3982 . Yo' take de antses when dey piZin' J totin' dere dirt up high. why yo' 
kin take dat an' git a han'fulla it 1 an' put it in a bran'-new white han'ke'ch'ef 

ANT 

BAMBOO 

an' urinate on i t 1 an' den put it in somepin lak a tin [ can ] an' bear 
[bury ] i t . Now 1 dat'll fill yo' fulla pain 1 j es' lak somebody shovin' 
needles through yo' dataway 1 yo' know - j es' lak somebody s tick yo' dat 
way . Well 1 i t's no cur e fo' dat . 
(You have to walk over i t . )  [New Orleans 1 La . 1  (1566) 1 2871 : 1 . ] 
3983 . An' de bamboo j 'int [ j oint ] grow wit it . 
(What does he do now? ) 
Bore a hole into a bamboo j 'int - a growin' bamboo . 
(Yes . [= continue ] . )  
Yo' see 1 dat's dis figurin' a man . If yo' wan'a disfigure a man or a 

woman 1 put i t  [his or her urine ] into a bamboo j 'int - lak a bamboo growin' 1 
cane yo' know . 

(How do you put it into that? ) 
Yo' take de chamber Zye - yo' put a hole a hole big enough [ into the bamboo ] 

tuh git i t  [ small bot tle of urine ] in der e .  An' whilst it growin' plug it [make 
a hole in the bamboo 1 j ust like pZugging a watermelon] . Let i t  [ plant ] grow wit 
i t  [bottle]  in dere . An '  wit d e  highah it grow 1 de longah yo' grow 1  'till yo' 
git so disf igured dat yo' have to be cut by de doctor [M . D . ] .  

( I  see . Jus t put my chamber Zye in a lit tle bot tle and put i t  in there ? )  
Yeah 1 put it in dere but "He go . "  
(What? ) 
"Nen he go - negro . "  
[Fir s t  word uncer tain - then?] 
(What's that ? )  
De words? 
(You have to say negro when you put it in there? ) 

Yeah 1 I go� yo' go� me go. I go� yo' go [eta • •  and probably repeated 3 times 1 
adding negro a t  the end . See comment later . ]  

(Yes 1 I see . While you are put ting that bot tle in there you say that ? )  
Yes 1 sir 1 an' yo' got 'im anywhere yo' want . 
( I  see 1 until the doctor has to cut him up . )  
[ Could the preceding rhyme be a variant of the one in my boyhood some years 

before World War I? It went : I go� you go� he go� they go. Children usually 
changed this to : I go� you go� he go; go d damn Dago - the lat ter word a substi-
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tution for dey ( = they ) go . This was a meaningless smar t-Alec remark (Alec 
usually pronounced Elik) - like The Irish and the Dutah� they don 't  amount to 
muah - not an asper sion agains t anyone in particular . ]  

[ The identity o f  plants was always a weakness among informants .  My present 
one uses the word s bamboo and cane . Does he mean introduced ornamental bamboos 
or  indigenous canes? Could this be the cane-reed or  southern cane (Arundenaria 
maarospePma) , native to wet ground from Virginia to the Gulf States? And what 
about those wide-spread cane brakes of  pioneer Kentucky , through which buffalo 
made famous traces or paths nor thward to Lower Blue Licks ; highways fmmediately 
followed and s t ill used by man ! Indirectly I mention this cane when describing 
the great meeting of 18 01 at  Cane Ridge Meeting House , Bourbon Co . ,  Ky . (v . l ,  
INTRO . , pp . XVIII-XIX) . The meetinghouse had been built upon a well-know� cane 
ridge . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , (8 63) , 138 5 : 1 . ]  

3984 . Well , [ take] j i s '  a lit tle ahamber Zye an ' git a banana peelin ' an ' put 
in de ahamber lye. An' den parch it inside de stove an ' it comes tuh ashes-lak , 
yo ' know . Den crumble it up . While dey [ the banana-dus t maker] walk along out 
of dat house [ the house of  a person he wants to move , he drops that dus t] . Dey 

[ per son living there] can ' t s tay in dat hous e .  
BANANA [A theory lies concealed here . A banana peeling is a slippery , a dan

gerous obj ect to drop upon your ho st ' s  floor . Besides he could see it . 
But equally potent , as well as a magic subs titute , would be a little banana
peeling powder! As soon as the renter or owner walks over the invis ible powder , 
he will soon slip out o f  that house . Banana-peeling powder turning back into a 
banana peeling follows the same law that turns back snake powder into a person ' s 
food into live snakes (see 690-6 9 1 ,  p . 2 30 ;  etc . ) . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (812) , 
1141 : 3 . ]  

3985 . [The following subj ec t is a rather large , important and unusual one . 
S ince little o f  the ma terial appear s here , I refer the reader to margin title 

BATHING WITH OR USING URINE ON BODY 
(1)  WHOLE BODY BATHED 

OR 9 DROPS IN EACH SHOE 

URINE (1)  BATH OR O INTMENT (pp . 4 98-5 02 ) ; 
also 2 356- 2 3 6 7 , pp . 66Q- 6 6 2 ;  urine rites 
und er sec t ion SEXUAL IMPOTENCE ;  and many 
places·in the text . Nor should we forget 
a consid erable amount of material about 
urine taken internally . ]  
It ' s  good too fo ' de same iden ' ical thing . 

If yo ' think dey wanta do some harm to yo ' ,  yo ' take de ahamber Zye an ' bath-ah 
[ i . e .  bath-er ] yo ' sel f  all ovah wit it , ah [or] eithah put it in yore shoes ; yo ' 
know , j i s '  about nine drop s o f  it in yuh shoes , each shoe . 

(You bathe yoursel f? Or put that in your sho e ,  bo th? Or do that separately? ) 
Yo ' kin do i t  sep ' rately . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1167 ) ,  1962 : ?] [ The ques tion 

mark means there were 2 short rites on the same page , a frequent occurrence ; I 
cutt ing off the lower one and failing to add the item number on the cylinder . ]  

( 2 )  BATHING FACE WITH URINE IN BATHWATER 
398 6 .  Yo ' take dat ahamber Zye 
when yo ' cook,  make coffee or tea . 
Yo ' j is '  take dat an ' put dat in 

de co ffee or de tea an ' let ' em  drink dat . An '  if yo ' wash yore face , dey put 
j is '  a little in de watah , de watah where yo ' won ' t tell [ notice] it , an ' let 

( 3) NIGHT-WATER ON DOOR AND FACE 
IN SHOE WITH SALT - PROTECTS 

' em  wash dere face wit it . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will hold ' em ,  make ' em love yo ' .  
[ Sumter , s. Car . , (1368 ) , 2421 : 3 . ]  
398 7 . Den i f  a person wan ' a  hur t  yuh , do 
anythin ' tuh yuh , dey take some salt an ' 
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wah [wear] in d e  bottom of yuh shoe , an' take yuh night-watah an' sprinkle 'um 
tub yuh do' [ door ] an' [ tuh] yuh face . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (543) , 6 7 6:5 . ] 

( 4 )  FACE WASHED WITH URINE FOR JOB 

3988 . Some say take an' wash yuh face in 
ahambeP lye in de mawnin's when yuh goin' 
tuh hunt a j ob .  [WilBius�on, N. Car . , 
( 330) 1 2 6 9 : 1 .  ] 
3 9 8 9 . Yuh ahambeP lye, yo' drop seven 

drops in de watah dat yuh [ he? ] bath [no t  bathe ] in . An' when he take 'is ba�h
( 5 )  MAN'S BATHWATER HAS 7 DROPS OF WOMAN'S URINE 

bath befo' , he son'a do 
dat befo' he takin1 any
thin' else . Well, he'll 

git dat odum [ odor ]  or  yo' , or s c�nt , 
[ tha t urine is in the water ] .  

(And j us t  wipe off his face? ) 

ei thah one . Dat's why he can't tell 1� 
[ I  evidently had turned off  record ing machine and am repeating what was 

missed . ] 
Dat' s right . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Well , yuh see when yuh do da t ,  j is' lak a person take a ba th yuh know . When 

he take a bath in yuh ahambeP lye, see yo' git s de 'fluence tuh 'im an' tuh�. 
(You do that for love? ) 
Da t's right . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1583: 2 . ] 
3990 . At night , lak he [ do es no t ]  wanta have somp in tuh do wi t yuh , pee in 

yuh pan , yuh see , an' put chew about half-a han'a [ hand of ] sugah in dat pan . 

( 6 )  WOMAN URINATES IN HER PAN - ADDS SUGAR 
SQUATS OVER PAN - WASHES HERSELF 

Well , yo' wanta make him have 
sompin tuh do wit yuh . Befo' 
yuh have anythin' tuh do , yuh 
git down ovah it [ pan] an' wash 

yuhself . Don't dry it , jis' git on in de baid an' go ahead on wit 'im .  Wipe 
yuhself off an' he'll s tart . An' [ that will make him] bring 'is money , too . 
Dat's all yo' gotta do . [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 9 58 ) , 1541: 9 . ] 

3991 . Take de bathwatah an' mix it in lime wit it . 
[Here is one o f  those accidental treasures . The obsolete and now exclus ively 

a dialect word , ahambeP lye, is known to almo st everyone in the hoodoo world . 

( 7 )  BATHWATER AND URINE - IN BOTTLE UNDER DOORSTEP 
It is usually pronounced 
ahambeP lye, because 
formerly it was used in 

making lye ; but frequently the word is called ahambeP line or ahambeP lines -
hence the preced ing in lime . My transcriber had trouble wi th dialect a t  times , 
so did I for that matter ; but in the present ins tance , af ter read ing my comment 
which s o on followed , she typed UPine above in lime . ]  

Stop i t  up in a tight bo ttle , place i t  undah d e  s teps o r  any place by de 
s treet , whah [where ]  yuh have tuh walk along ovah , an' den dat will drive yuh 
away from home . 

(If they were doing it to me , they would have to take my bathwater and my 
urine to do it . Tha t the idea? ) 

Dere yuh are [ = absolutely right ] . 
[Had I no t repeated the subs tance of the r i te , I would never have solved the 

meaning of in lime . But out in the field I was no t repea ting for my transcriber , 
but for my own benef it at the very moment . ]  [ New Orleans , La . ,  (812) , 1144 : 6 . ] 

3 9 9 2 . If,anybody bites chew, makes a bruise on yuh , all yuh gotta do i s  git  
some of  dere own urine an' rub it on  de place , an' den yo' kin wipe it off . 
[ This is  the hair of the dog tha t bi t you! ] Co'se ah'd ha te tuh put mah han's 
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(8)  BITE - RUB YOUR URINE ON 
BITER'S TEETH WILL FALL OUT 

in somebody else's an' rub it on dat place . 
Said evah tooth in dere head will fall out 
in de long run . 
( In o ther words , if I bit you , you'd have 

to get my urine and wipe it on the bite . My teeth will come out? ) 
Rub it on.  Yuh teeth will shed - rot out by degrees . [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , 

(1008) , 1630 : 5 . ] 
3 9 93 . D ey tell me 

put chure han's on de 
yo' take an' p ee in yore han's an' rub yore han's ,  see ; an' 
dice . Go an' pee in yore han's an' leave yore han's back ; 

walk on , see . An' den 
( 9 )  URINATE ON HANDS AND RUB OVER D ICE yo' kin very well put 

chure han's between 
yore laig an' yo' 

REACH BACK 3 TIMES AND ROLL DICE BEFORE SHOOTING 

snatch up right quick , an' yo' reach back ag'in 
(How do you mean reach back 3 times ? )  

three times , see , an' shoo t .  

Reach back heah three times [ demons trates ] .  
(You draw your hand three times between your legs . )  
An' roll de dice in yore han's lak dis , see; an' chunk 'em out . Yo'll come 

lucky an' yo'll win . 
(Tha t is to give you luck in gambling . )  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1415) , 

2545 : 16 . ] 
3 9 94 . Git up 

thing ? ] ,  put da t 
soon in de mawnin' , pee in yore han' , an' if yo' go t ta do [ same
stool in yore han' an' rub it [ in your hand ] , go 'head an' go 

(10) URINATE ON HANDS FOR JOB 
OWN EXCREMENT ALSO USED 

tub de bo ssman , an' he'll g ive yo' a j ob .  [My 
something ? shows a lacuna of  10  p eriods left 
by transcriber for a colloquial expression 
meaning excrement, which I also did not fill 

in years ago . The word stool in the text indica tes what the omission wa s .  For
tunately there is at least one , if no t two rites in HOODOO using excrement in 
the hand when asking for a j ob! Mo st amazing of  all , we have one o f  the f ines t  
things i n  HOODOO , the incredible excrement r i t e  of love - see  8 2 2 , p . 284f . ] 

(11) URINATE ON HANDS FOR LUCK WITH CARDS 

[Algiers , La . ,  (15 93) , 2 9 94 : 8 . ] 
3 9 95 .  Ah have tried it workin' 
on mah han's in dealin' wit de 
card s an' ah have been prosperous . 
(You found it lucky? ) 
Absolutely . 
(You mean peeing on your hands? ) 
Yeah . 
(Well , now that's something I 

asked and you thought you didn't know. ) [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (108 9 ) , 1 7 5 7 : 7 . ]  
3 9 96 . Yo' put some yore chamber lye intuh a vial , an' put some Heart Co logne 

in dere , put some Eve-an'-Adam in der e . Den yo' po' de least bit of  da t wa tah 
out of dat vial in yore han's an' rub it In de Name of de Fathah� de SOn an ' Ho ly 
Ghost, an' den goes tub work an' shuf fle yore cards . An' derefo' yo' will have 

(12)  ADAM-AND-EVE - HEARTS COLOGNE - URINE - BOTTLED 
RUB A LITTLE IN HAND - 3 HIGHEST NAMES - SHUFFLE CARD S 
SAME RITE GIVES JOB - RUB SELF DOWN 3 TIMES - WISH 

luck in gamblin 1 • 
(What is the 
other way of 
get ting a j ob? ) 
De nex' way dat 

chew could git it , take yore same wa tah dat chew shuff le yore card s wit . Take 
some of yore chamber lye an' put it into a vial an' put some Heart Co logne in 
da t , an' Eve-an'-Adam into it - dat vial . Rub it into yore han's thoroughly , 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraf t - Rootwork - 2545  

In de Name of de Fathah , an ' dress yo ' self down three times an '  make yore wish . 
An ' go an ' have a talk wit ' im  an ' he ' ll think about it . 

(You get the job from the bo s s ? ) 
Yes . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 2238 : 6 . ]  
3997 . The same old gentlemen what I j us t  spoke to you about [a root doctor 

near Co lumbus , Miss . ] ,  his me thod o f  br ing ing a p er son to you immediately [was] 
by taking your ur inate . Take a 

(13 )  URINATE ON NEW RED FLANNEL 
RUB THROUGH HAND S AND WRITE LETTER 

bran ' -new p iece of red flannen , 
ur inate on it and rub it through 
your hand s , s it down and write a 

letter to the p er son to come at once . They will do so . [Norfolk , Va � , ("l) ,  
444 : 3+85 . ]  

3998 . D ey kin ketch yore watah an ' drop some beans into it - yo ' know vbut 
beans is . 

BEANS AND 
(Ord inary beans? ) 
Yes , an ' bury it in d e  earth . Dat will harm yo ' too . 
(What is  that suppo sed to do to you? ) 

URINE Well , it hurt s  yo ' down here ; yo ' know, yore body down here . 
(Why do they put the beans in it ? )  

I don ' t know whut dat fo ' ,  but I ' ve seen dat done . 
[Beans in your bo ttle urine will swell up your bladder . ]  [Norfo lk, Va . , 

(471) , 481 : 2 . ]  
3 9 9 9 . Yo ' s top dat up in a bo t tle . 
(This ahambeP lye ? )  
Yes , yo ' stop dat up in a bo ttle an ' dey ' ll have a hard t ime o f  ur ine [ ur i

nat ing ] , see . Jes ' drop s ,  yo ' know, now an ' den .  
An ' den yore ur ine , i f  yore husban ' or yor e wife is  purtty fussy an ' ' noys ' im  

when he come in , yo ' don ' t ur ine in dat same pan she do . Yo ' ur ine in sampin 
BED - HE BOTTLES HER URINE - SET S  IT UNDER HEAD OF 

else an ' git  ' er s ,  an ' s top 
dat up an ' set it to de  haid 
of yore baid ,  ovah d er e .  

Dat ' ll make her ,  yo ' know, g it ' er self togethah , see ; an ' won ' t  b e  fus s in ' ' er 
mouth , growl in ' all de t ime . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1211) , 2048 : 1 . ] 

4000 . [If dey ]  hoodoo yuh a t  yuh p lac e ,  tell yuh whut yuh do . Yuh go , yuh 
take some black molas ses or else black [ dark brown crud e ]  sugar - mo las ses . Yuh 
take some c innamon an ' yuh take dere ur inate , l ike yuh urina te tuhnight . Yuh 

BLACK MOLASSES OR BLACK SUGAR - CINNAMON - URINE - LODESTONE 
THIS " SCRUB" KEEPS POLICE AWAY - "DRAW A LOT OF FLIES" 

don ' t let nobody 
touch dat . Yuh 
mix all dat tuh
gethah an ' yuh 

go an ' yuh scrub it . An ' yuh scrub it aroun ' an ' yuh put it all down . Dat ' s  
tuh keep d e  polic e  - de  pol iceman ' ll come an ' yuh ' ll see de pol ic eman will pass . 
It go in '  tuh draw a lo t of fl ies - yo ' see , dat sweet ' nin ' go in ' tuh draw a lot 
of flies . D e  policeman will git - he ' ll git mo s '  [mo s t ] dere an ' he ' ll turn 
aroun ' an ' go back .  He ' ll have a mind tuh go in - yuh see yuh got , yuh get dose 
po l ic eman but o n  dat beat . Yuh undahstan ' ?  Yuh git dat one on dat beat . Well , 
if l ike yuh say , he intahf ere wit bus iness . D ey would n ' t be , only it de govern
ment man . It ' s  all d e  same , yuh know. Yuh j is '  take d is an ' yuh j is '  keep ' em .  
All dat will j is '  br ing in a crowd [of customer s ] , dat cinnamon an ' da t sugah an ' 
dat . An ' take same , take a lodestone an ' put it all aroun ' dere an ' yuh scrub 
wit it an ' j is '  take dat an ' do l ike dat . When de pol iceman came ,  yuh ' ll stan ' 
up an ' yuh talk wit ' im .  Let ' im  walk r ight on it . Don ' t be scared . He ' ll 
talk wit yuh an ' when he come in he ' ll look aroun ' . De pol iceman will be do in ' , 



2546 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

he ' ll look aroun ' . Yuh take yuh some cinnamon [ bark ] , an ' yuh take dat an ' yuh 
be chewin ' i t . Yuh see , as dey be comin ' on in dere an ' yuh let ' em  look like 
dey gain ' searchin ' , look fa ' de likkah [ liquor ] ,  all yuh be doin '  j is '  aroun ' , 
stirrin ' aroun ' , chewin ' yuh cinnamon . An ' yuh ' ll take yuh - like yuh be ' s  here 
an ' yuh think dey are comin ' an ' yuh start tuh scrubb in ' like yuh always scrub . 
Af tah while dey ' ll say , "Aw,  come on , le t ' s  go . Dere ain ' t nuthin here . Dat 
j is '  low-down done [ informat ion ] we got . We didn ' t git de dope , de right dope . "  
Yuh see , den dey go away . Yuh keep de policeman away . Well , dey won ' t come 
back . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (8 26a) , 1211 : 2 . ] 

4001 . Yo ' take chamber lye an ' take it an ' bot tle it up , an ' go an ' bo ' 
[ bore ] a hole in a tre e ,  yo ' know, an ' po ' [ pour ] it in dere . An ' den yo ' take 

a peg , a lighte� a [fat lighte� pine ] peg 
BLADDER AND BOWELS OFTEN CONFUSED an ' drive it back in dere an ' work i t  [ t ight

en i t ]  up . An ' dey say it ' ll cut chuh watah 
off  an ' constipate yuh bowels , so yo ' couldn ' t have a action - it ' ll lock yuh 
bowels . [Wilming ton , N.  Car . , ( 2 98 ) , 2 21 : 5 . ] 

4002 . Yo ' kin do anythin ' wit da t . Now listen , yo ' kin take a person ur inate 
an ' say git chew a little ragful . Yo ' could bo ' a hole in a pine tree an ' put a 
peg in dere an ' dr ive da t up , an ' dat would lock dere bowels j es 1  as doh [ though ] 
if he didn ' t have none . He would nevah have anothah passag e as long as  he live , 
an ' yo ' know it ain ' t gain '  be long befo ' he gone . Dat ' s  a shuh [ sure ]  bet . 

(THAT CHAMBER LYE LOCKS HI S BOWELS DID YOU SAY? ) 
No , locks his urinate . 
TYet informant did say loak ae�e bowe ls . ] 
(YOU SOAK THAT RAG IN A PERSON ' S  CHAMBER LYE OR HIS PASSAGE ? )  
No , yo ' wrap up ' is passage an ' yo ' bo ' a hole in a tree . 
(That locks his bowels . )  
[As the reader can see , this informant equates u�inate wi th bowels . He could 

have repeated preceding informant ' s  s tat ement about ahambe� lye s topped up in a 
tree : It ' l l  aut ahuh watah off an ' constipate yuh bowe ls . ] [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  
(118 9 ) , 1007 : 5 . ] 

4003 . Ah ' ve heard dat people take an ' bo ' a hole in a tree an ' takin ' some 
of  yore urine an ' s tuf f i t  in a tree an ' plug i t  up . Say da t ' ll stop - corse
ah 1 ve nevah seen i t  done . 

(It  will s top what ? )  
Dat will s top dey bowels . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1284) , 218 1 : 7 . ] 
4004 . Now, ah heard dis . Dey could go tuh work an ' take yore u�inate. Yo ' 

see , j es '  lak yo ' u�inate an:rhere [ they take it]  an ' go into de woods an ' bo ' a 
hole into de tree lak dis , yo see . Take a augah an ' bo ' a hole in dere . Make 
yo 1 a peg , yo 1 see . Take dat [ u�inate ] on a little peg an ' go dere an ' st ick dat 
in dat little hole , · yo 1 see . Yo ' ll tap dat evah mawnin ' - see , fa ' nine mawnin ' s  
tap dat peg . Let it s tay in dere fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  Dey tell me , say , in de 
nine mawnin ' yo ' gone . Yore bowels are lo cked , yo ' see . Yo ' can ' t do yore 
business at all , yo ' s ee .  

(WHAT DO THEY PUT IN THAT HOLE IN THE TREE , YOUR WATER OR YOUR BOWELS? ) 
Dey puts yore u�inate - yo ' see , yore bowels . Yo ' see d e  idea - j es '  lak yo ' 

do yo re business somewhere .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( somewher e  between 1 388 to 
1391) ' 248 9 : 3 . ] 

4005 . Well , some folks dey do ' s  diff ' ren '  thin ' s wi t yore ahambe� lye ; it ' s  
accordin ' tuh whut dey wanta do tuh yuh . 

(Well , tell me one thing they can do to you . )  
Well , dey kin use de chamber lye de same way dey use de hair . Dey kin take 

some of yore ahambe� lye an ' s top it up in a tree , an ' yo ' ll have stomik trouble , 
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see , down in yore stomik . An' it will kill yo' if , yo' know. yo ' doa' t do 
somep in fur it . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (538 ) 1 1008 : 10 . ] 

2547  

4006 . Dey stop up yore [ urine , see ZateP] - t ie yore gut s up . Take yore 
ahambeP Zye an 1 put it in a bo ttle an' bo ttle it up a irt ight , too - airtiSht . 
An' put sulphuh into it an' clo se it up t ight . An' carry it in de east coraah 
of yore garden ,  an' turn de head [ of the bo ttle]  towards d e  east [aDd bury it ] 
an' covah it up . Let it stay dere t ill da t it ro t .  Dat ahambeP lye � rot . 
It will do de work fo' yo' . 

(How will it affect you? ) 
It will kill yo ' .  It effec ts yore gut s - t ie yore guts all up in knot s .  

[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513) 1 2 6 7 9 : 9 . ] 
4007 . Now, dey takes dat ahambeP Zye an' dey puts it intuh a bo ttle , j es ' 

de necked [ naked ] ahambeP Zye . An' when dey put s it intuh de  bo ttle ,  dey takes 
a cork stoppah - don't put nuthin else in dat wit dis ahambeP Zye but j es' de 
ahambeP Zye hitself intuh dis bo ttle , an' stops it up a irt ight where no air in 
de worl' can't git in it . Now, dey kin bear [ bury ] it anywhere roun' yore house 
dey wants tub bear it , but now dey ha s tub bear i t  undah de steps - de back do ' 
or front do ' steps - dat's fo' yo ' tub step ovah it . An' AFTAH YO' STEPS OVAH 
D I S  FO' NINE MAWNIN'S DEN YO'RE TRAPPED . Undahstan' , becuz da t's from yore body . 
Now, AIN'T NO DOCTAH [M . D . ] IN DE WORL' KIN MOVE DAT UNTIL DAT STUFF BE PO'D OUTA 
DAT BOTTLE . 

(What will that do to you? ) 
Jes' lock de bowels - j es' lak if yo' wanted tub urinate , j es' lock de bowels 

so yo' can't nurinate atall . [That n is frequently prefixed to UPinate along the 
southeast coast . ]  Well da t's whut it do , j es' lock yore bowels an' yo' can't go 
an' urinate . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , (114 3 ) 1 1862 : 1 . ] 

4008 . .Dat' s de same thing [as  excrement ]  1 stop it up in a bo ttle . 
(This ahambeP Zye? ) 
Yessuh . Dey take dat an' stop it a irt ight in a bo ttle an' dat'll stop yo' 

from urinat in '· - it' 11 lock yore bowels on yo' . [New Orleans , La . 1 (1566) 1 
28 6 9 : 2 .  1 

BLUESTONE AND URINE 4009 . Dey tell me yo' take some ahambeP Zye an' bluestone , 
an' throw it 'roun' undah yore step , an' when a person put 

stuff down dere it will kill it . [Waycro ss , Ga .  1 (107 7 )  1 1743 : 11 . ] 
4010 . [ One cylinder later , preceding informant 

BLUESTONE - URINE - SALTPETER g ives ano ther ver sion of the bluestone rite . ] 
Take some ahambeP Zye an' put some bluestone in 

it an' some saltpetah an' mix it up , an' j es' throw it undah yore step , an' all 
in front of yore [ front ] do', where yo' have to walk, an' roun' yore back do', 
an' dey say while dat down dey can't do nuthin to yo' . [Waycro ss , Ga .  1 (1007)  1 

1744 : 1 . 1 
BOIL URINE 4011 . Providen' if she wants men to go dere , like she wus a woman 

of good time , see ; an' want some business .  She'd take her own 
ahambeP Zye an' put it in a can , sit it on a stove t ill it comes to bo il , an' 
dat'll draw ' em . [ Balt imore , Md . ,  (148 ) , 51 : 1 . ] 

4 012 . Well , it's a powdahs dat ah have used but ah don't know de name of dat 
powdah . 

Dey use de ahambeP lye fo' two- three diff'ren' things . 
(Tell me one of them first . )  
Well , yo' kin take - if yo' kin ketch any of dey own , j is' lak , yo ' know, dey 

go in a bucket at night . Well , yo' kin go dere an' git it . Yo' go dere an' git 
it an' bo il it . Yo' got ta bo il it thoroughly . Yo' take de white of a aig an' 
break it in dere . An' yo' take de white o f  d e  aig an' let it stay in dere t ill 



2548 - Memoir s of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

BOIL URINE - EGG WHITE - BOTTLE - HEARTS COLOGNE 
BURY AT GATE - HAVE TO WALK OVER 

go r ight back an ' bury it r ight at de gate where 
(What will that do ? )  

it cook up , an ' take it right 
back an ' put it in a bottle . 
Take some HeaP ts C ol ogne an ' 
po ' , in dere wit it , an ' yo ' 

dey have tub walk ovah it . 

Well , dat ' s  fo ' givin ' people luck when stayin ' at a house , where dey been 
in bad luck an ' been havin ' confusion . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1188) , 2003 : 5 . ] 

4013 . In my house ah had a ole lady livin ' dere an ' she ' d  come downstairs 
every mawnin ' early . So ah asked her what she ' s  comin ' down dere fo ' . An ' she 

BOIL URINE - JOHN DE CONKER - SALT - PEPPER 
WITH THI S - SWEEP THROUGH HOUSE - BACK TO FRONT 

had some of  dat aonk ePi ng P oot 
[ J ohn de C onk eP] an ' salt an ' 
some red pepper an ' a little 
other stuff an ' ahamb eP l ye 

an ' boil it all together . An ' every mawning she ' d  star t to sweep , she ' d  sweep 
from de back on out to de front . She said that would give yo ' good luck . 

[An old penciled note o f  mine reads : T he pPOa ess wrong� do not use u nl ess 
somet hin g  simi ZaP fPo m els etrJ hePe� t his is only idea [ [ al ong this Zi ne] ] fP om 
Washi ngton � D . C .  Normally a p erson sweep s good luck (customer s) into the house , 
but here good luck comes by sweeping out bad luck any spell dropped in the 
house . ]  [Washington, D . C . , (626) , 8 01 : 2 . ] 

4014 . [Rit es of bottled urine are many and scattered throughout HOODOO . In 
the present margin t itle I have p laced a few no t easily f it ted in elsewhere .  

Among other bottle r ites in this sect ion on urine , see espe
BOTTLE - URINE IN cial ly DRIPP ING and SHAKING . ]  

Dey kin take yore a hamb eP lye an ' dey kin do dat j es '  de same 
as dey d id de [ foot ] track . Dey kin bottle dat up an ' bury it . Jis ' git a l it
tle speck of  it an ' perhap s cork it up in a bottle . Dat will cuz yo ' t o  have 
some irritat ion from yore bladdah dat yo ' can ' t urinate good . [ St .  Peter sburg , 
Fla . , ( 1015 ) , 1642 : 3 . ] 

4015 . To stop ' em  from makin ' watah , yo ' kin make ' em  think i t ' s  a stone in 
dere bladdah an ' kill ' em  da taway . 

(How do they do that with the ahamb eP l ye? ) 
Det take it an ' stop it up in a bottle - it ' s  de same thing , might as  well say 

stop it up in a bottle - an ' j es '  bury it . Chew git to  where yo ' can ' t hole 
[ hold ] yore watah . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (102 7 ) ,  1671 : 1 . ] 

401 6 .  Now whut dey do wit dat ,  dat ' s  anothah thing right prob ' ly in de same 
d irection as a hamb eP l ye. Dey take dat - dey take dat an ' put it into a bottle 
an ' dey kin huPt chew wit dat . Put da t into a bottle an ' stop dat up . S ' long 
as dey keep dat stopped up in dat vessel where it git no air , dat ' ll j es '  - � 
j es ' weaken , yo ' git all outa sor t s  an ' event ' ly [ eventually] , if dey would nevah 
take it out [of  the bottle] , yo ' would die from dat , from a hamb eP l ye. [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , (104 6) , 1701 : 5 . ] 

4017 . De ahamb eP l ye, well dey take hit an ' dey put it in a bottle an ' dey ' ll 
bury in de d irt . Well , yo ' can ' t make no watah . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (113 2) , 1837 :1 . ]  

4018 . If  dey kin gi t chure a hamb eP l ye, why dey kin stop yo ' from - dey stop 
it up in a bottle yo ' know an ' it be j es '  lak a man have de gravel , yo ' know . 
Yo ' have to go an ' have yore thing open up . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1121) , 1802 : 11 . ] 

4019 . Dey say dat dey kin take yore ahamb eP l ye an ' put it in a bottle an ' 
stop dat bottle up real t ight , an ' dig a hole ' roun ' yore home an ' bury dat bot
tle wit de stopper - neck , yo ' know , set t in '  up - t ight . Now, j es '  as  long as 
yore watah stay in dat bottle , yo ' will cont inue tub dreen [ drain] away . Dey 
hurt yo ' den ,  yo ' see . 
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Normally you dreen away only when the bot tle is tilted or alauted &Dd has a 
s topper purposely made leaky [ see margin t itle DRIPPING later ] , bu� ia hoodoo and 
witchcraft int ention is everything . ]  [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1144 ) , 1867 : 7 . ]  

4020 . Take dere ahambeP Zye an ' s top it up [ in a bottle]  an ' bury it . Dey 
can ' t make watah , swell ' em  up an ' kill ' em . 

(This ahambeP Zye ? )  
Jes ' dey neaked [ naked ] watah . [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  (1201) , 2017 : 2 . ] 
4 0 2 1 .  Jes ' take it an ' stop it up in a bot tle . Dat is de common way , j es '  

stop it  up in a bo ttle an ' bury it an ' dat ' ll check yore  watah up . Yo ' couldn ' t  
make no watah tuh save yo ' [ life or soul ] . 

(You put this ahambeP Zye in a bottle and s top it up? )  
Yes . [ Savannah ,  Ga . , (1262) , 214 5 : 3 . ] 
4022 . Yo ' git a per son ' s  ahambeP Zye an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it up , 

it will stop ' em from makin ' watah . 
(Kill him? ) 
Yes s ir . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1306) , 2 2 1 0 : 6 . ] 
4023 . Take dey ahambeP Zye , an ' yo ' could take it an ' stop it up in a bo t tle 

an ' bury it , an ' dey ' ll nevah come straight no mo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1380) , 
244 9 : 9 . ] 

4024 . Takes it an ' put s it in a bo ttle . 
(This ahambeP Zye? )  
Yes . Takes i t  an ' put s it in a bot tle an ' j es '  keep it in d e  bot tle , [ they ] 

say , an ' dat would s top yo '  from makin ' any watah . Dat ' s  whut ah heard long 
yeahs ago . [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1391) , 249 6 : 2 . ] 

4 0 2 5 . See , when dey take yore ahambeP Zye an ' s top it up - some people take 
it an ' s top it up . Well , dat s top dey watah . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 56) , 2 647 : 1 . ]  

4 02 6 . Git dis , yo ' know - uh , ahambeP Zye . An ' dey kin put it in a bot tle 
an ' dey kin s top it up . See [ demons trates ] , dat whut yo ' may call airtight . An ' 
dat will cuz yo ' tuh have bladdah trouble ;  dat is , i f  yo ' do no t git dat bo ttle 
an ' git it open . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 14 ) , 98 2 : 3 . ] 

402 7 . (What about that? ) 
Dey kin take yore ahambeP Zye an ' s top it up in a bot tle an ' i t  will kill 

�-
(What will they do with that bot tle? ) 
Dey kin take it  an ' stop it up an ' bury it . 
( I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 3 1) , 1001 : 8 . ] 
4 0 28 . Dey kin take some of yore watah [ urine] an ' [ or ]  ahambeP Zye , yo ' 

undahs tan ' ,  an ' put it  in a bottle . Dat ' ll run yo ' crazy . 
(That will do what? ) 
Run yo ' crazy , have yore eyes j es ' lak dis [demons trates ] . Always bug [Bulg

ing?  Staring ? Blinking? ] .  Yes s ir ,  j es '  take some of yore ahambeP Zye . [Vicks
burg , Miss . ,  ( 7 36) , 1007 : 5 . ] 

4029 . Stop it up in a bottle an ' bury dat . Dat will stop ' em  from uriuatin ' . 
Yeah , wit dey ahambeP Zye .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (930) , 1511 : 11 . ]  

4030 . De urine - lak if yo ' go tta urine [ urinat e ] . Well , yo ' take - lak fer 
instan ' [ ins tanc e ] , if yo ' wuz mah sweetheart an ' yo ' urinate . Take dat an' stop 
it up in a bottle an ' nevah let dat git out , an ' keep it an ' he ' ll always stay 
wit chah . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1184) ) 1997 : 10 . ] 

403 1 .  Dey j es '  put - s top it up in a bo ttle , mo s '  any bo ttle . 
(All right , this ahamb� Zye . What will that do? ) 

Well , dat keep yo ' at home - j es '  keep yo ' at home . 
(What do they do with that urine after they s top it up in that bottle? ) 
Yo ' kin lay it anywhere& in de house so dey don ' [ find it] . [Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  
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(1217 ) .  2069 : 4 . ] 
4032 . Yo ' put s it in a bottle . 
(You put this ahambeP lye in a bottle? ) 
Put s  it in a bottle an ' stop it up an ' dat per son will come to yo ' . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1361 ) , 2399 : 5 . ] 
403 3 .  About d e  woman an ' d e  bottle? 
(Yes . )  
Yeah . Well , her son wuz l ivin ' wit dis woman , see , an ' she wanted ' im  tuh 

move ' way from dis woman - see , she wanted ' im  to move . So she ' d  taken dis bot

BREAKING - MAGIC RITE TO RELEASE CAUGHT SPIRIT 
BOTTLE - URINE - SNAKEROOT - RED PEPPER - SALT - WISH 

tle , a pint bottle , an ' 
she got some of  ' is 
urine . She had ' im 
tuh - co ' se he d idn ' t 

know it , yuh see . She had a night-jaP [any kind of glass j ar used as  a ur inal]  
yuh see , an ' she got some of ' is urine an ' put it in dis bottle . An ' d en she 
went aroun ' an ' got snakeroot an ' boiled it , an ' she put some of dat in it , an ' 
red peppah an ' salt . An ' she carried it t o  d i s  house ' bout one ' clock at night 
an ' j es '  made a wish dat he would move . An ' he moved . She broke it in de vesti
bule . [ Washington , D . C . , ( 625) , 800 : 4 . ] 
�034 . Jes ' lak two per son togethah use a slop pa il . Well , if I wanta hUPt 
a person in dey ahambeP lye , I wouldn ' t  urinate dat night in dat slop pail . 
Well , I let chew urinate in dere . I ' d  take dat pail [ oldt ime pail with l id ]  

BUCKET WITH LID - URINE HELD IN - 14 DAY S 
an ' s top it  up t ight . D en take dat 
pail from de room dat mawnin ' when 
yuh goin ' to work an ' care [ carry] 

it - an ' take anothah bucket , small t in bucket [with l id ] , an ' take dat [and 
f ill ] wit [ your ] UPinated �teP an ' s top it up maybe two weeks . An ' af tah yuh 
stoppinr-dat watah up f er - af tah two weeks it become j es '  lak a dPawin ' wine . 
An ' it go - j es '  agitate . If it warm weathah , it agitate qu ickah den dat . But 
if it ' s  cool weathah , it take a long t ime tuh draw. An 1 aftah bein 1 drawin ' , 
dat j es '  lak drawin ' a man dat - when yuh go tuh git yuh blood draw from de ho s
pital or git shot s ,  dat ' s  tuh draw an1 keep adrawin ' an 1 adrawin ' unt il it weakens 
a pers on body . Den aftah weaken ' de body,  if dey don ' t - if dis person continue 
tuh leave it j es '  lak ' tis , dey would become j es '  lak a per son got consumption -
complexion would change . If dis man wuz a dark-complected person ,  it would be 
l ightah . Den people would claim dat dat fellah got T . B . , an ' [ o r ]  dey ' d  say he 
got ahPoniaa l disease , but dat ' s  dat stuff adrawin ' an ' adrawin ' .  Af tah while 
it will weaken dis per son . Den maybe dat per son [will say ] , "Well , ah think ah 
go tuh a doctor [M. D . ]  tuh see what d e  mat tah wit me . Look lak ah ' m  git t in '  
sick an ' ah ca in ' t he ' p  mahself . "  Ah may go tuh a doctor . A oP 'n 'PY [ordinary]  
doatoP [M. D . ]  will g ive him medic ine an ' treat ' im  but it wouldn ' t  do him any 
good . See , dat stuff will b e  drawin ' ' im  an ' drawin ' ' im . An '  aftah while he 
will die . [Charleston ,  s .  Car . , ( 000) , 650 : 4 . ] 

4035 . (All r ight , go ahead . )  
Well , d ey git holt  o f  some o f  yuh ahambeP lye . Dey take dat ahambeP lye an ' 

go tuh de drug sto ' an ' git some calmels powdah [ calomel ] . 

CALOMEL AND URINE 
SPRINKLED ROUND HOUSE 

TO MOVE 

(Get what kind of  powder ? )  
Calmel s .  
(Cal - what they take for -
Nawsir [ no sir ] , d i s  calmel 
(Calomel . All r ight . )  

in the stomach? ) 
yo ' put on sores . Calomel . 

An ' put i t  in d ere an ' take dat [ ahambeP ] lye an ' sprinkle it aroun ' yuh bouse , 
an ' yuh ' ll move . 
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( I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 38 ) , 1008 : 4 . ] 
403 6 .  Yo ' takes a man ' s  ahambeP Zye an ' yo ' 

some cayenne peppah, an ' yo ' git chew some long 

CENTER OF HOUSE OR DOORSTEP - MAN ' S URINE UNDER 
IN BOTTLE - CAYENNE PEPPER - LONG RED PEPPERS 

puts  it in a bottle . Git chew 
red peppahs , an ' yo ' ads all dat 

up intuh da t ahambeP tye , see . 
An ' yo ' bury da t down in de 
ground by de steps , by de front 
step s  or de back steps , or de 

c entah und erneat ' de house [a  quincunx ] . Dey pass away ,  j i s ' molts  away - see , 
j i s '  molts away tuh nuthin. [Algier s ,  La . ,  (1596) , 3002 : 3 . ] 

4037 . Well , de fingahna ils , yo ' kin be  lucky on dem, so ah heah . But ah 
haven ' t seen anyone try it but ah j es '  heard dat . Dey say yo ' kin take yore 
f ingahnails an ' parch ' em  an ' put ' em  intuh a lil ' bottle an ' ketch a man ' s  

CENTER OF DOORSTEPS - WOMAN PUTS 
MAN ' S  BOTTLE URINE AND PARCHED FINGERNAILS 

wa tah an ' run ' im  pur e crazy . 
(Well , what would they do with 
that  water then? ) 

ketch some of ' is ur ina t e  an ' 
run ' im  crazy as  a bedbug , if 
f ingahna ils an ' ' is urina t e .  

Dey stops i t  up i n  de bot tle . An ' 
stop i t  up on de fingahna ils ,  an ' dey say dat ' l l 
he don ' t go tuh someone tuh take it off . His 

(What do you do with the bottle when you stop it up? )  
Yo ' take it an ' bury it undah de centah of yore do ' steps . [Fayet t evill e ,  N .  

Car . , ( 1447 ) , 2625 : 3 . ] 
4038 . Fer a instant [ instanc e ] , ah want ed mah ole lady - she wuz doin ' bad 

things , see . I would take an ' place a aig up undah de steps an ' ah would put i t  

CHICKEN EGG I N  CAN O F  URINE 
UNDER FRONT DOORSTEP 

in some ur inate . An ' ah would plac e da t egg up 
undah de front step s ,  j es '  put dis  aig in dere -
j es '  de na tchal [ na tural ]  eggshell - ah could make 
her stay at home . Ain ' t any way she could leave 

home , long as dat aig an ' ur inate is undah d e  steps . 
(You take just the f resh egg . You don ' t take the yellow or white or anything 

out . The whole egg . Just any kind o f  a chicken egg? ) 
No , de whole aig , any kinda chicken aig . An ' place - stick a pin into de end 

o f  i t . Long as da t a ig stay undah dere . S ee ,  put de ur inate intuh a can , an ' 
plac e de egg intuh de urina t e ,  an ' place in undah de steps . 

(Wher e she can see it? ) 
Wher e she can ' t  see it . An ' evah t ime she walk ovah it , she ' ll gits worsah 

[worser ] . Ain ' t no way she kin leave home , cuz when she walks dere fo ' ' bout 
two-three mawnin ' s  it takes de 'vantage of ' er .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1018 ) , 
1648 : 10 . ] 

403 9 .  Dey usely ( usually] take 
yuh have tuh use c innamon bark tuh 

yuh ahambeP Zye an ' stop it up in a j ar ,  but 
put wit it , see , in ordah tuh tie  up de ld.dneys 

C INNAMON BARK - SEALED IN JAR OF URINE - BURIED 
tuh stop ' em  from makin ' watah. 
(What do you do with that jar ? )  
De j ar ,  yuh bury it . Bury it . 

Yuh put it where no one kin find i t , yo ' undahstan ' ,  tuh op en it . [ Sumter ,  S .  

C IRCLE - WALK IN - AFTER SWALLOWING COLD WATER 
FOLLOWED BY HOT WATER WITH SALT - INCANTATION 

DUST - TURPENTINE - URINE 

Car . , (1342) , 2323 : 3 . ] 
404 0 .  Use some clo th da t yuh 
have , if de party don ' t wa sh fo ' 
yuh . Nobody ' ll evah wash fo ' 
yuh, dey can ' t make yuh move 

out , ' cept come tuh yuh do ' roun ' f ive a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' throw de ni,ght
watah roun ' de do ' see . An ' dey put salt in d e  night-�tah, yuh see . Dat ' s  fer 
tuh make ' em move out - an ' de smell o f  de wa tah . Den yuh go an ' dig up some 
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dus t  an ' put on de watah in de back of de house , an ' taken some turpentine an ' 
throw i t  on top of it , an ' yuh canno t go . 

(That is , if you don ' t  do it , it will make you move . )  
Yes ,  [ if ]  yuh leave it s tan ' out dere . 
(I  see . But if you do that , they can ' t  make you move . I see . )  
An ' if anybody comes tuh yuh an ' tell yuh dey comin ' tuh ' rest [ arrest ] � 

fer dat cr ime , [you] !.!I.• "Dey won ' t come here . "  Yuh take yuh a mouthful of cold 
watah , undahstan ' ,  an ' take a mouthful of ho t watah behind dat wit a little salt 
in it . Salt in de ho t watah af tah drinkin ' de cold watah an ' walkin ' in a circle . 

AH ' M  GIVIN ' YUH FAX [ facts ] . [ Charleston, S .  Car . ,  ( 512) , 584 : 1 . ] 
4041 . It was a woman that had a fuss with ano ther woman . Having this fuss 

with her she cr ossed her water [made in the liquid a cro ss  mark or let ter X ]  and 

CROSS MARK MADE IN URINE 
THEN STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE 

stopped it up tight . This woman could no t urinate . 
She got on her bed and swelling up , she kept swell
ing up . And af ter awhile the doctor [M . D . ]  couldn ' t  
do no thing for her . So this woman goes to her and 

told her that she would turn her loose , if she would only g ive her a j ob .  She 
said , "I will . "  So she goes home and takes this cork out this bo ttle , and j us t  
laid i t  o n  the side and turn it down , and this water commenced t o  running and 
this woman commenc ed  to urinat ing in the bed , and when the last of the water was 
out of the bottle she got up . [Old Point Comf or t ,  Va . ,  ( 3 2) , by Ediphone . ]  

404 2 . Yo ' take chamber ly e an ' peppah an ' throw it undah de house at .  night , 
red peppah, an ' if  dey keep mavin ' in dere it ' ll burn it up - it ' ll ketch af iah 

[afire ] . 
CROS S  MADE ON GROUND WITH 

RED PEPPER AND URINE - NEAR HOUSE 
THROW REST UNDER HOUSE 

(What d id you put that under the house for? ) 
Fo ' mavin ' . 
(So when people come into the house , that ' ll 
cr oss the house up and . )  

Gr oss de house up an ' make 
undah - j is '  befo ' .  

it  cross ed. Make a cross  j is ' befo ' throwin ' dat 

(Where do they make the cross? ) 
On de ground , near de house . 
(They cr oss the house up so that nobody can 

with the landlord or anything of that sort? ) 
Yes . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 25) , 1502 : 4 . ]  
4043 . If yo ' wanta make a person move , 

leave i t  set . Yo ' know whut ah mean , j is '  

s tay in it . If I had a f ight 

yo ' takes some cham ber l ye an ' yo ' 
leave it git lak it git ole . Yo ' git  

CROS S MADE BEFORE SUNRISE - FRONT OF PERSON ' S  DOOR 
WITH - BLACK PEPPER - RED PEPPER - SALT - STALE URINE 

chew some red peppah , 
[ i . e . ] cayenne peppah , 
some black peppah an ' 
some salt , see . An ' 

evah mawnin ' befo ' de sun r ise , yo ' go in front of dat person do ' an ' yo ' throw 
dat disaway an ' den yo ' come back an ' yo ' throw it disaway - in a cro ss . Well , 
dat intahvidin '  [ inviting ] tuh make a person move . [Algier s ,  La . ,  (1590) , 

CROSS MARK MADE 3 NIGHTS ON PERSON ' S DOORSTEP WITH 
CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR - URINE - INCANTATION 

298 6 : 4 . ]  
4044 . Ah ' ve heard ' em  say 
dat choo kin take some 
cham ber l ye, cayenne peppah. 

sulphur an ' g o  dere an ' cross  it fuh three 
say dat ' ll make ' em move . Dat ' ll make ' em 

(You go there and cr oss them? ) 

times in de night , choo know, an ' dey 
have a big fus s an ' dey ' ll move . 

Yes s ir , yuh g o  acro s s  [ and cross ] ' em  three time . 
(How do you mean? ) 
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Jes ' go dere - j es '  lak dis de steps [ demons trates ] po ' it dis way, an '  back 
by an ' po ' it ag ' in [ I  interrup t ] . 

(Making the form of a cross ? )  
Yes s ir ,  a cross lak a [ letter ] X ,  three mawnin ' s  straight , an ' tell ' em  to , 

"Go . "  An ' de house will be vacant an ' dey will move . [Memphis , Tenn. , (966) , 
1560 : 4 . ] 

404 5 .  [ Rites at the door are impor tant and many in folklore and hoodoo , the 
door b eing one of the great magic places where both good and evil are encounter
ed . Mos t  of  these r ites will be found elsewhere .  Here I mention dOoP separately 

to es tablish its importanc e . ] 
DOOR AND DOORSTEP - URINE All r ight yo ' take de chamb er in de mawnin ' . Have de 

person sleep in de room ovahnight . Jes ' befo ' dey 
git up , slip in de room an ' take de chambah out , an ' put [ pour ] it undah de do ' 
s tep , undah yore do ' s tep or his ' n , eithah one , an ' let ' im walk ovah i t .  Den yo ' 
have ' fm  trapped [ cannot leave you ] . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1111) , 1784 : 8 . ] 

4046 . Take your ahambeP Zye an ' j es '  po ' it all around d e  do ' .  
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will keep ' em from put tin '  any POots down . Dey won ' t harm yo ' at all . 

[Waycross , Ga . ,  (107 9 ) , 1 7 4 7 : 9 . ] 
404 7 . Take dat ahambeP Zye an ' put it in a bottle an ' bury it undah yore 

steps an ' yo ' hardly will - yo ' cain ' t make yore watah good . [ Little Rock, Ark . , 
(902) , 14 7 4 : 2 . ] 

4048 . She take an ' throw ahambeP Zye out de front an ' out de back do ' ,  an ' 
she say dat draws customahs . 

(If she ' s  selling ZikkeP? ) 
Yessuh .  [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1460) , 265 0 : 5 . ] 
4049 . If dey kin git chure watah in a bottle any way an ' stop it  up , an ' bury 

it undah de do ' s teps , an ' all lak dat , dat ' ll run yo ' crazy ,  i f  yo ' don ' t some
ways f ind out where ' tis [ it is ] an ' git it outa dere . 

(That will make you lose your mind . ) [Wilson, N.  Car . , (1490) , 2661 : 11 . ] 
4050 . Dey tell me whut dey kin do if dey git chure hair [see ZateP ] . Whut 

dey kin do , put it in a bottle , yo ' understan ' - put it in a bottle an ' bury it  
under de steps . 

(What else do you put in the bottle? You say j us t  the hair ? ) 
No , not de hair . 
[ I  turn o f f  machine but res tart it when informant said ahambeP Zye . ] 
(ChambeP Zye? ) 

Yeah , an ' put it under yore steps , an ' dey kin do j is '  whut dey wanta wit 
chew.  

(Who would do  that? ) 
Oh , she could do dat . Dey woman would do dat ,  who ' s  in love wit chao . 

[ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  (1235) , 209 0 : 3 . ] 
4051 . Yo ' kin s top ' em  from comin ' dere , anyb ody come dere , too . Yo ' j es ' 

take a chambahpot an ' go r ight front d e  steps , put it out dere on de groun ' . 
Yo ' do dat an ' if he [ the law, b ill collector , etc . ] come dere , it ' ll cut ' im  
o f f . He ' ll start tub come dere but befo ' he ' ll git dere he ' ll turn o f f . [Mem
phis , Tenn. , (1533 ) , somewhere near cylinder 2 7 38 . ] 

4052 . Well , ah kin even take a fellah ' s ahambeP Zye an ' bury dat a t  de 
s top i t  up in a bottle an ' bury it at de do ' ,  an ' he ' ll continue hang aroun ' 
dere where dat ahambeP Zye is at . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (94 7 ) , 1526 : 8 . ] 

4053 . Wal , if yuh wife runnin ' out on yuh 
DOORSTEP - HIS AND HER URINE UNDER an ' talkin ' about leavin ' yuh , yuh kin go 

tub work an ' take yuh watah . Jes ' lak she ' d  
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quit yuh an ' go , yuh kin take yuh watah an ' ' er watah an ' s top it up in a bottle , 
an ' bury it undah de steps an ' den she can ' t leave . She ' ll come back . Dat ' s  one 

DOORSTEP - BOTTLED URINE - UPSIDE DOWN UNDER 

way . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 247 ) , 
2114 : 1 . ] 
4054 . Yo '  take dat an ' stop it 
up in a b o t tle . 
(Take what ? )  

ChambeP Zy e - pee-pee . Yuh take dat an ' yuh s top dat in a bottle , an ' turn it 
ups ide down an ' bury i t  in de groun ' undah a s tep , an ' dat ' ll swell ' em up . Dey 
cain ' t make watah - t ill dey die . [Algiers , La . ,  (1593) , 2993 : 7 . ] 

4055 . Ah have took dere ahambeP Zy e ,  yuh know, mine an ' her ' n  togethah an ' 
put it in a b ottle , an ' place it up ovah yor e head - do ' . An ' den she will 

DOOR - URINE OVER 
mos ' ly [mostly] always be at home , yuh know, when yuh come 
in . An ' den she would har ' ly have any dealin ' s  wit any
body cuz long as dat up ovah de do ' , yuh know, her mind on 

yuh . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (10 28 ) , 167 3 : 3 . ] 
4056 . Dey tell me dey take yuh ahambeP Zye tuh s top a person from makin ' 

watah . Dey take dat an ' put it in a bot tle an ' cork dat tight , an ' t ie it up 
ovah yuh do ' . Dat ' s  de way dey do wit de ahambah Zye .  Dat ' s  what dey tell me . 
Yo ' can ' t make no watah . 

(Over whose door do you tie that? ) 
Right ovah mah do ' . 
(Over your own door ? But you have some other per son ' s water in there? ) 
Yes . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 7 66 : 3 . ] 
4057 . Jes ' lak yo ' s tays heah an ' yo ' wanta make someb ody s tay at home , yo ' 

j es ' git  chew a [Lowe ' s ]  piece ' b out dat long , an ' j es '  keep it wet in dat aham
beP Zye an ' lay it up ovah de do ' . He ain ' t goin ' nowhere .  

(What kind of  a piec e? Is  that a piece of cloth? Or 
DOOR - LOWE ' S PIECE OVER what is it? ) 

KEPT WET WITH URINE Yes , dat ' s  a piece of cloth, yessuh . 
[My transcriber called this a Louis piece . It is 

Lowe ' s cloth from which sacking is or was made . Either I have this name some
where else in the text or my note on this present transcription sheet was made 
while I s t ill remembered the meaning . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1550 ) , 2818 : 7 . ] 

4058 . [ The general reader may not know that dripping is an impor tant magic 
rite in fo lklor e ,  the magic of var ious types of occurrence : continual , occa-

DRIPPING - URINE - FROM A BOTTLE 
(1) STOPPER - TRENCH OR HOLE IN - OR LOOSENED 

s ional , interrupted , regu
lated , etc . The bes t-known 
examples ar e probably the 
bur ial of an ar ticle where 

water from the eaves dr ip on it - see FAC I ,  1st  ed . 362 ,  p . 14 ,  rain-making r ite ; 
847 , p . 34 ,  div inat ion of  cr op year ; 4124 , p . 19 5 ,  4 239 , p . 20 3 ,  war t cures . ]  

(How would they do that? ) 
Dey j is '  git aholt of some of yuh ahambeP Zye an ' put i t  in a bottle an ' put 

yuh a little tr ench in da t b o t tle s toppah . 
(Put a lit tle trench in the stopper ? ) 
Yes , s ir ,  wher e it yuh know, it won ' run but it ' ll dr ip .  An ' yuh �ut dat 

b o t tle in a t il ted po s ition wher e dat kin dr ip an 1 dr ip an ' dr ip . An yuh ' ll 
become - git tuh de place where yuh cain ' t har ' ly do anythin ' , lak a man do Vben 
he gits  fixed [ hoodooed or witahaPafted] you know . An ' f in ' ly dat all drips out . 
Well , if it  molts  [molds ] in dere an ' de mo Zt [mold] g it s  ovah dat hole , an ' it 
quits dr ippin ' an ' it s tops de hole up , it  s tops yuh ur ine . He don ' ur inate DO 
mo ' ,  unless he g it s  s amep in done . An ' yo ' know a man don ' have tuh miss doin ' 
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dat long b efo ' he d ies . [Vicksburg , Miss . , 
405 9 .  Yo ' kin take a per son ahambeP lye 

an ' bury i t  underneat '  chure do ' step . Have 
where it will dr ip it  lak dat . An ' when de 
LEAVE WIT DAT LAS ' DROP . 

( 7 5 6 ) . 1034 : 3 . ] 
an ' po ' it in a bo ttle , an ' take it 
a little ho le in dere 1 yo ' know , 
las ' drop go out 1 drop out 1 DEY ' LL 

(I  would do that  wi th the ir ahambeP lye to make them leave? ) 
Make ' em  leave , see - git r id of ' em , kill ' em . See , dey ' ll l ingah along yo ' 

see . [Brunswick,  Ga . , (117 7 ) 1 198 9 : 12 . ] 
4060 . (What do they do with the ur ine? ) 
Well , j is '  set it as ide in a secret plac e an ' let it sit  dere fo ' a long , 

long t ime . An ' a-co ' s e [of  course]  it j is '  aftah g i t s  so ole an ' stale , why 

( 2 )  LET URINE BECOME STALE - DRAIN BOTTLE GRADUALLY 
dey j is '  dreen [dra in]  
it out graj ' ly [grad
ually ] . An ' dey say 

dat makes yuh dreen away . [Little Rock,  Ark. , ( 8 96) 1 14 66 : 8 . ]  
4061 . Dey git  holt some-a yuh ahambeP lye, yuh see , an ' dey bur ' [bury ] it . 

Dey g it holt-a yuh ahambeP lye an ' dey put it in a bottle . Dey put somepin else 
wit it . Dey put some kin ' a  Cey lon peppah [ says my transcr ib er , and that is what 

(3)  HOLY WATER BOTTLE - SPEC IAL LEAKING STOPPER 
URINE - SEA LION PEPPER - BURY UPS IDE DOWN 

it sound ed l ike ; but here we 
have a hoodoo drug store or  
mail-order house produc t -
Sea Lion PeppeP ] .  Kin ' a  

white-liken peppah . [This pepper i s  white-l ike and the lab el probab ly shows the 
f igure o f  a sea lion . ] But dey have it f ine . [ The pepper comes ground . ]  Put 
dat [ pepper ] wit it . An ' dey make a ho le in de top of  yuh ahambeP lye [bot tle 
cork] an ' dey turn it [bottle]  upside down an ' dey bury dat ahambeP lye . An ' if 
yuh don ' find ' a t bottle of  ahambeP lye in time an ' unbur ies it 1 yuh ' ll d ie .  Dis 
thing leaks , it will leak out . See , be leaking , but dey do make a hole in it fo ' 
hit tuh leak . Dey bur ' ' it .  Dey try tuh gi t it tuh yuh home if dey kin . Dey ' d 
ruthah [ they had rather ] fo ' it tuh b e  tuh yuh home den be tuh dere hous e .  An ' 
it leak out . An '  WHEN DAT BE GONE , all dat ahambeP lye, YUH BE GONE . 

[ I  start fishing for details . ]  
(What d id you say they get for that 1 the stuff in the can - pepper? ) 
Be in a past eb oard box . It ' s  white cayenne . Think tuh buy about 15¢ or 25¢ 

but it ' s  kin ' a  high [ expensive ] .  
[Again I fish, for time, anything . ]  
(And when do they put this in - altogether ? ) 
Put dat in de ahambeP lye .  
[My third f ishing trip catches a rare deta il ! ] 
(And wher e do you put that , then? That ahambeP lye, what do you put that in? ) 
Oh 1 any kin ' a  [bottle]  - HOLY WATAH BOTTLE - if yuh leave a l ittle b it o f  

hole . [Use any bo ttle , but a ho ly wateP bottle is mor e  convenient . ]  Yuh [ see ] 
DESE HOLY WATAH BOTTLE GOT DEM KIND 1 YUH KNOW CAPS 1 WHERE A LITTLE BIT OF HOLE 
COME OUT AN '  LET IT LEAK. [MOb ile , Ala . , (651) 1 852 : 4 . ] 

4062 . Stop it  in a bot tle . 
(This ahambeP lye ? )  
Yessuh 1 yo ' put i t  in a bot tle . Ketch yore ahambeP lye an ' put i t  in a bo t

tle . An ' put chew a little s toppah - little hole [ in it ] j is '  enough tuh g it 
a drop evah now an ' den .  An ' bury dat bottle up 1 bot tom

(4)  UP SIDE DOWN s ide up 1 an ' evah now an ' den 1  drop by dro p 1  [will come ] 
from dat bo ttle . An ' dat will cut yore watah o f f  an ' 

pine yuh 'way tuh nuthin . 
[As in the prec ed ing r ite 1 I begin to f ish . ] 
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( I  see .  You say you make a hole s o  that a drop will come out ? ) 
Yes sir , one drop evah now an ' den .  Hold dat bottle up { and test it ] ' fo '  

[ b efor e]  yuh take it [ and bury it ] . 
(Oh , I see . Only one drop comes out of ther e . ) 
One evah now an ' den .  
( I  see . ) 
Evah now an ' den a drap will fall from dat bottle , but yuh bury dat bottle 

bottoms ide upwards . 
[My f ishing produc ed only the testing of the bottle . Good advice at that ! ]  

[Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 4 7 ) , 1016 : 9 . ] 
4063 . C ham ber ly e is fo ' all diff ' r en things . 

stance now , if yo ' got a woman dat chew wanta ' er 
Well , all r ight . Say fo ' in

an ' she ' s  gone away from yo ' ,  

( 5) 9 WHOLE BLACK PEPPERS - HER URINE - HIS ON TOP 
BOTTLE UNDER STEPS - LEAN MOUTH TOWARDS HOUSE 

j ar an ' set yor e slop j ar on de s ide of de b ed ,  an ' let 
j ar .  Undahstan ' ,  she ur inate in dere . 

ARE YO ' GONA LET DESE BOOKS BE PRINTED CHERE? 

an ' she j is ' come tuh 
yor e house - ah mean at 
night dat way . Well any
bah , chew take yor e slop 
' er ur inate in dat slop 

[ Same informant asks similar question els ewher e in text . ]  
(No , no . )  
[All my informants ,  espec ially people known to be  professional worker s ,  wer e 

told I was wr iting a book - a book to them meaning a paperback hoodoo manual like 
the Sixth an d S ev en th Boo ks of Moses or Al bertus Magnus. I was out in the f ield 
to learn from exper ts like thems elves . This will par tially explain why I was 
tal k e d  down to so much ! At least I hope the reason was not ,  they had to talk 
down to me ! ]  

· · 

Well , she ur inate in dat slop j ar .  Well , when she ur inate in der e ,  yo ' go 
down tuh de sto ' an ' git chew a nickel worth of whole grain b lack peppah . Don ' 
git dis groun ' peppah . An ' yo ' git chew a little vial an ' po ' her ur inate,  j is '  
about dat much [ d emonstrates ]  in dat little vial . An ' den yo ' put nine grains of 
black peppah in der e ,  see .  Den yo ' take yor es an ' put yores in dere on top of 
hers . See , dat ' s  ho l din ' ' er down. 

( Some of your urine? ) 
Yeah , put hers in dere f irs ' an ' yor es las ' . Put dat nine grains of black 

peppah down in dere on dat . Den yo ' git chew a little stoppah an ' .£!!!_ [ demon
strat es ] one trench lak dis an ' one trench dataway , yo ' know so it ' ll ketch air . 
An ' den yo 1 take dat an ' bury dat undah de s teps wit de mouth comin ' dis way 
[ demonstra tes ] .  

(With the mouth coming toward the hous e . ) 
She can ' t leave yo ' tuh save her lif e .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 656) , ' 938 : 3 . ] 
4064 . Ah heard da t wit cham ber ly e, if yuh would lak tuh blind a p er son , if 

yo ' dash it in dey ' r  eye while dey sleep , see ,  er [ or ]  dash it in dey ' r  eye when 
dey not expec t in '  it , an ' 

EYES - URINE DASHED INTO SLEEPING PERSON ' S - BLINDS it 1 ill blin '  dem . 
[ I  always asked in some 

form or other the important question : Have you ever heard of anything being done 
with human ur ine? Or if late dur ing a long interview : What about ur ine? Never 
d id I ask : What would happen if you [ [ or I ] ] thr ew ur ine into a person ' s  eyes ? 
The answer many times would have a guess . C ons equently , how widespr ead this 
belief is , except here and following r ite and perhaps one or two more ,  I do no t 
know . ] [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , ( 1300) , 219 9 : 8 . ] 

4065 . Ah heard of a man takin ' ' is ,  yo ' know , his urinate . He ketch ' er wit 
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o thah mens 
back home , 

[womens?  see lateP ] . Ketchin ' ' is urinate an ' carin ' [ carrying ] it  
an ' rubb in ' in  ' i s han ' an ' placin ' up  ovah ' is wife haid . Huh hair 

EYES OR HAIR - BLIND OR BALD 
wuz whut cuzin ' [ causing ] ' er tuh run aroun ' in 
de s tr eet . He ketched it in a [ see lateP] an ' 
care i t  back an ' place it tuh ' er haid , an ' he 

balled [balded ] 
same thin ' . 

' er haid . Well , af tah he balled ' er haid , he blin ' ' er wit de 

(What did he catch her doing with otheP women? ) 
[ For women trouble with women , see my comment at Florenc e ,  s .  Car . , � . 1 ,  

INTRO , p .  XXXVII . ] 
He had • • •  one-a dese ole • • •  whut mens puts on ' em tuh pro tek [ protect ] 

dereself wit bad wtmmins . 
[ I  am sorry about the two preceding lacunae . Evidently my transcriber thought 

them unprintable - they were unprintable back in the early 1940 ' s  - and unfor tu
nately I mis sed rechecking this separate sheet with the original cylinder . For
tunately my following comment in the text r eveal s the deleted word s : ]  

(Oh l a rubber bag? ) 
Uh-huh . [The deleted words were pPick bag . ] Well , he ketched it in dat . He 

ketched all ' is urine . See , he ' d  ketch it  in dat . An '  dat ' s  whut he used on ' is 
wife ' s  haid an ' face . Well , he runned ' er blin ' . 

(You mean his urine or his o ther s tuff ? )  
His urine , yes . 
(You are sure i t  was his ur ine? ) 
Yes - yes , on ' uh hair an ' right on ' uh face . 
(And tha t  Pan her blind ? ) 
Runned ' uh blin ' an ' cleaned ' uh haid [of  hair ] . [ Sumter , S .  C ar . , (138 4 ) , 

-2460 : 2 . ] [ Could this be an etiological s tory : the origin of  a myth , name , plac e ,  
and here a r i t e  - something fabricated b y  a busybody or  gos sip t o  explain why a 
woman suddenly went bl ind and lost her hair a t  the same time? ] 

4066 . Well , dey take dat - well , if dey git hol t-a yuh fingahnail an ' yuh 
hair , an ' prob ' ly maybe some-a yuh urinate , see . Well , dey s tick ' em in a bo t

FINGERNAILS - HAIR - URINE - BOTTLE 
tle an ' dey bury dat in de groun ' , see . 
An '  dat will do all de harm dey want . 
(What will that do for example? ) 

Well , i t  will make yuh mindless . [ Charleston,  S .  Car . , ( 511) , 5 74 : 5 . ] 
4067 . Yuh take some o f  dey fingahnail s or toenail s an ' put it in a bo t tle 

wit some of  yuh urinate an ' keep it  in yuh trunk or somewhere . Dat will cuz 

FINGERNAIL OR TOENAILS - URINE - BOTTLE - TRUNK 
[ cause ]  ' em tuh love yuh -
b e  sweet on yuh . 

that to me , 
Well , if 
(And put 
Yuhs . 

would she take my fingernail s  or 
she wanted yuh tuh love huh , she 
it with my urine or her s ? ) 

(She would have bo th things from me? ) 
Yeah . 
(And keep them? ) 
Yeah . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (119 2 ) , 201 2 : 2 . ] 

(Well , if same woman was d oing 
her fingernai ls? ) 
would take yuh fingahnail s .  

40 68 . (What do they do with this chambeP lye ? [ Probably a long pause , then : ] 
What do they do now? ) 

I t  won ' t kill yo ' but it  make yo ' sick , see . What would dey do wit it?  Well , 
yo ' kin take i t  an ' put it  in a f iahplace .  Dat ' s  whut dey do ' s  wit it . 

(What will tha t  do then? ) 
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Dat will cuz yo ' tuh be s ick, 

FIRE - FIREPLACE - CHIMNEY - HEARTH - BURNING 
(1)  URINE PUT IN FIREPLACE 

see . It won ' t  kill yuh . 
(Linger away . Sick in any par 
t icular place? ) 

(Oh, with your ur ine , that way - bladder . )  

Well , yo ' be s ick down in de 
pr ivate , see . 

[ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 1056 ) , 
17 16 : 3 . ] 

( 2 )  THROW URINE INTO FIREPLACE - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 4069 . Takes dat person 
watah an ' go to de f ish

place an ' throw dat in d e  f iahplace an ' den nevah look back at it . Dat ' ll run 
yo ' crazy . Jis ' throw it r ight in de f iah . 

(That will harm the person whos e  wat er it  was . )  [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1508 ) , 
2 6 7 6 : 13 . ] 

407 0 . Den yo ' kin j is '  take his 
put it down undah yor e  hearth r ight 

ahambeP lye an ' j is '  put it in a bottle an ' 
by d e  f iah yo ' know, where it won ' t  break . 

( 3 )  BOTTLED URINE BURIED UNDER HEARTH 
[They] say put it down in dere . Dat 
is if yo ' wants  tuh kill ' em or do 
somp in lak dat - wanta make him lingah 

or suffah ' fa '  [befor e ]  he die , 
bottle from d e  heat . An ' dat ' s  
( 117 7 ) , 2015 : 1 . ] 

an ' cuzin ' [ caus ing ] dat watah tuh dry up in dat 
how it  dry up in ' is b laddah . [ Brunswick,  Ga . , 

4 07 1 .  An ' if yuh don ' wanta work it  lak dat , yuh kin take a man ' s sock, if 
he ' s  j is '  as cruel , j is '  so cruel yuh an ' ' im can ' t hardly live togethah , yuh 

(4)  HEARTH BRICK - SOCK UNDER - URINATE ON 9 MORNINGS 
kin take his sock an ' 
put it  in - pick up 
one de br icks out de 

hearth an ' yuh puts it in dis hole . Well , yuh goes dere an ' yuh takes an ' ur i
nat e  on it , yuh know whut dat is - on it fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' dat ' ll make him 
j is '  as nice tuh yuh as he kin b e .  H e  won '  f ight chew any mo ' an ' he ' ll j is '  
take ca ' [ care ] of  ' is wif e or woman , j is '  lak a man should . 

Yuh ha s tuh let it  stay der e  now fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' aftah yuh do dat ,  why 
yuh know dat chew got ' im .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 145 2 ) , 2638 : 7 . ] 

407 2 . One fellow was t elling me about it an ' he claimed he wa s .  They g et 
some of  your wat er in a bottle and cork it up , dig a hole in the corner o f  the 

( 5 )  CORNER OF FIREPLACE - URINE BURIED - UP S IDE DOWN 
chimney and bury this 
ups ide down ; and when 
this wat er would boil , 

you die . [ New York C ity,  ( 7 , informant ' s  la st  addr es s ,  McDonald , Pa . ,  though 
born and brought up in Albermarle Co . ,  Va . ) ,  by Ed iphone . ]  

4 07 3 .  (Any other way she can make him come back to her ? )  
She kin do - she take nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' put ' em  in a bottle head 

an ' tail , an ' call ' is name evah t ime [ she drops a needle or pin] . An ' full d e  

( 6 )  9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS  - CALL NAME EACH TIME ONE 
DROPPED HEAD AND TAIL - INTO HER BOTTLED URINE - BURN 

bot tle full wit 
' er ahambeP lye .  
An ' cork i t  up 
t ight an ' make a 

f iah an ' put dat bottle in de f iah, an ' when it bust , call dey name . In 24 hours 
t ime he has tuh come tuh ' er runnin ' - no mattah where he b e ,  have tuh come tub 
' er .  [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , (518 = DoatoP Nelson, see p . 2260) , 611 : 11 . ] 

4074 . Dey could do dat . De way ah know d ey do dat , d ey take a ole gun . Yo ' ve 
seen dese ole-time guns , de ole muskets we call ' em , shot wit a cap on ' em . Yo ' 
take yore ahambeP lye an ' den po ' it  in dat gun an ' stop it up an ' put de gun up 
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( 7 )  OLD MUSKET - POUR URINE INTO - STOP UP - SHOOT CAP 
PUT GUN IN CHIMNEY - BARREL POINTED OUT 

de chimley . Let de 
barrel be po inted out . 
An ' dat will hol ' yo ' 

make watah. [ Freud would have had a field day , had a 
a dream ! ] [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1238 ) , 21 0 3 : 5 . ] 

watah - yo '  can ' t 
pa tient seen this rite in 

4075 . In a old-fashioned house ,  yo ' know , dey go roun ' 
chiml ey . Well yo ' go roun ' in de cornah of de chimley an ' 

in de cornah o f  de 
git a pinch o f  dat 
dirt roun ' in dere , 
scrape it up from de 
ear th . An ' den yo ' 
take some of dat dirt 

(8) OLD-TIME WATERCLOSET IN CORNER OF OUTS IDE CHIMNEY 
THROW SOME OF THIS DIRT TO MOVE PERSON 

an ' go anywhere dat a per son is livin ' at an ' make ' em  leave . [ For other ex
amples of this outside chimney waterclo set , see 20 3 ,  p . 57 ,  lines 3-11 ; 30 9 2 , 
p . 91 3 ,  lines 5-9 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1540 ) , 278 6 : 2 . ] 

4 076 . Git de feathah from a black chicken , if yo ' a man thiPsty fo ' a woman , 
in love wit ' er .  Yo ' take da t feathah from a black chicken an ' yo ' manage tuh 

( 9 )  CHIMNEY - NORTH CORNER OF - BURY BOTTLE WITH 
BLACK CHICKEN FEATHER - MENSTRUAL BLOOD 
TURPENTINE - QUININE - HAT BAND PIECE OR BOW 
LET STAND 9 DAYS - THEN URINATE ON 9 DAYS 

git some of ' er ministPa
tion. Now , de way ah ' ve 
heard dis : if yo ' kin git 
some of ' er ministPation , 
an ' yo ' put da t wit da t 
feathah in der e .  Den yo ' 

take dat f eathah an ' put it in a bottle an ' yo ' put yo ' self some sp irits of tur
pentine in der e .  Yo ' put some dis o thah s tuff [ urine? semen? ] .  Put some quinine 
in dere . An ' den yo ' take da t piece [ hatband ] or de bow , eithah one , outa yore 
hat ,  an ' put it in dere . Let da t stay r ight dere nine days . [Auto horn . ] Aftah 
nine days yo ' bury da t thin ' r ight somewhere ' bou t  de no ' th cornah of yore chfm
ley in de groun ' . Den yo ' go out dere an ' yo ' make watah on dat dere fo ' nine 
days . Yo ' pee on dat fo ' nine days . Den da t dere - dat draws ' er ' fec tion to 
yo ' .  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1138 ) , 185 3 : 5 . ] 

4077 . [ Ur ine in food or drink is a widespread belief in hoodoo and wi tch
craf t . Examples of it have already been given in HOODOO - see 2663- 2 364 , p . 661 .  

FOOD AND DRINK - URINE IN 
and elsewhere .  Here in the following ri tes the 
eater or drinker has been tPiaked; he does not know 
what he has eaten or drunk . Occa sionally in HOODOO 

a person will purposely dr ink his own or another person ' s  urine ; a practice lin
ger ing on as a devia tion (uralangnia ) among a few persons . Superstitions similar 
to these ur ine ones will also be found regarding mens trual blood . ]  

Yo ' kin take yore ahambeP lye .  Jes ' lak if ah wants tuh go 
( 1 )  UNSPEC IFIED wit a woman ,  or a woman wants me tuh go wit her , ei ther one , 

see . Yo ' kin take yore ahambeP lye an ' put it in some watah, 
or either put it into somp in tuh eat ,  an ' da t ' ll run yo ' fool about her - all to
gethah a fool , yo ' j es '  wandah away [ live in a dreamland ] an ' yo ' j is '  lose out 
on de world . [ Florence , s. Car . , (1 311) , 2 2 21 : 6 . ] 

4078 . A woman kin take ahambeP lye an ' feed a man on it an ' do ' fm  any way in 
de worl ' she wanta . She have him he ' pless [ helpless ] .  He cain ' t do a thin ' . 
She j is '  have him gwinin ' [going = running around in c ircles ] all de t fme .  
[Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 2 5 ) , 994 : 5 . ] 

40 7 9 .  Yo ' kin take ahambeP lye an ' , yo ' know , if yo ' kin git a chance tuh 
cook fer ' im an ' put i t  in ' is food , well he ' ll come back [ if he has left home ] . 
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1267 ) , 214 6 : 10 . ] 

4080 . Yo ' could put i t  in a person ' s  food . 



2560 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(This ahambeP Zye? ) 
Yes . Yuh could put it in de person ' s  food , an ' if yuh fuss or quarrel a lot , 

if yuh think he gon ' a  leave yuh , why i t  will make him humble an ' make him stay 
wit yuh . Yuh could even stop ' im ,  if he wuz a man dat l iked tuh go a lot an ' 
he ' s  gain ' wit othah wimmin. Why IT WOULD TAKE HIS MIN ' OFFA DO SE WIMMIN an ' 
make him s tay at home . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 24 9 2 : 6 . ] 

4081 . Well , dat de same thin ' , af tah yo ' git ' er tuh yo ' .  Well , af tah yo ' 
git ' er tuh yo ' ,  af tah she gits tuh yo ' an' gits a-gain ' wit chew ,  af tah ' er love 
is come tuhwards yo ' - tuh keep ' er is tuh take some of yuh urinate an ' feed it 
in ' er food . Drops some in der e .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1398) , 251 7 : 1 . ] 

4 082 . [They ] say dat she kin take , if she wanted tuh make him really love 
her , or he love her , dat he kin go take some of ' is ,  or she kin take some of ' er 
watah , anythin ' lak dat , an ' put it in somepin tuh eat an ' cook it fo ' h im,  yuh 
know, an ' let ' im  eat dat . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1014 ) , 164 1 : 2 . ] 

4083 . An '  den yuh kin feed ' im ahambeP Zye . Dat ' ll make him crazy about 
chew . Intuh somepin tuh eat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1552) , 2 7 14 : 8 . ] 

4084 . Dey could use yuh ahambeP Zye . 
(All right , how could you do that ? )  

Dey tell me if yuh take de ahambeP Zye an ' mix i t  intuh whut chew eat - dey 
tell me a woamin kin take dat an ' spr inkle a little of  de ahambeP Zye intuh whut 
chew eat an ' let chew eat dat . Dat ' ll keep yuh from runnin ' aftah othah wimmins . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1120) , 1 7 9 7 : 1 . ] 

4085 . D ey says yo ' kin take dat [ ahambeP Zye ] an ' if de woman ' s  fond-a drink
in ' , anythin ' lak dat , if  yuh cain ' t git ' er tuh yuh an ' she ' s s trayed away from 
yuh . Take it  an ' put it  an ' give it  tuh some of  yuh close fren ' s ,  an ' let ' er 
git it an ' drink i t - de ahambeP Zye . Says dat ' s  whut dat ' s  good fo ' . Dat will 
make ' er ' tenshun [ attention] go back tuh yuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2645 �. ] 

4086 . Yo ' take a peach or banana , or lak if yore husban ' lak bananas an ' 
cream , yo ' know, lak dat fo ' breakwus [breakfas t ] . Well yo ' take dis banana , 

peaches - I won '  say peaches b ecuz I haven ' t  used 
( 2 )  BANANAS AND CREAM dat , I use bananas . An ' pee in a pan at night an ' 

let dese bananas soak in ' em  ovahnight , an ' de nex ' 
mawnin ' use dem in corn flakes or cream . Dat ' s  fo ' love . 

(Would he  taste that ? )  
No , sir . Yo ' cain ' t taste i t  a t  all . 
(You mean the sugar kills  the taste? ) 
Yes . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 97 5) , 1578 : 1 . ] 
4087 . DAT [URINE ] ONE DE GREATES '  THIN ' S IN DE WORLD . 
(Tell me one thing you can do with it  and why you do it . )  
Yo ' kin put a little bit  in de cookin ' an ' control ' im - put it in de cookin ' . 

An ' yo ' kin put some in yore bathwatah . Dat makes ' im  s tay home . 
(Some of  that urine - ahambeP Zye? ) 
Yes . Make him s tick tuh yo ' an ' he 

(3) BATHWATER - FOOD AND DRINK - URINE won ' t leave yo ' .  Mix it up yo ' know . 
[ New Orleans , La . ,  (1558) , 2982 : 3 . ] 
4088 . An ' j es '  lak yor e man will 

take a bath , yo ' take dat watah whut he take a bath in an ' take a little of yor e  
pee , an ' take it  an ' put it  i n  ' is coffee ; if h e  drinks coffee or  tea , eithah 
one . He ' ll b e  crazy ' bout chew .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522) 1 about 2712-2713 . ]  

4 089 . Take ahambeP Zye , j is '  a little of it , an ' mix it up wit 
(4 ) BREAD flour [ usually in bread ] . Women did dat in ordah tuh give tuh 

dere husban ' s .  An ' dey say dat dat will make d em  car e fo ' dem 
an ' hold ' em . In othah words it  gives dem powah ovah dem an ' dey kin deman ' any-
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4090 . Well , people say yo ' kin use ahambeP lye . Take dat an' take an ' make 
it up in bread , an ' have a man do j is '  lak - have him undah yore cn-m•nd , if it ' s  
yore fr ien ' or yore husban ' .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1401) , 2423 : 2 . ]  

4091 . Take yo ' pee an ' do it up in bread an ' feed ' im  on dat ; - aay dat will 
make him stay home . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2515 : 13 . ] 

4092 . If a woman wants tuh make a man come undah her control , why dat ' s  whut 
she use . Take it an ' feed ' im  it intuh de food ; make his food , lak she make 
bread . 

(This ahambeP lye . ) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1459) , 2649 : 3 . ] 
4093 . Take yore ahambeP lye an ' make it up in bread , an ' give it tub a man 

or woman , anyone , tuh make ' em  love yuh - do mos ' anythin ' yuh wan ' ' em  tub do . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (102 2) , 1654 : 1 . ] 

4094 . If a fellah loved a gurl , he would take his ahambeP lye . She be j es '  
walkin ' along [and you see her ] an ' HAVE YO ' SOME CANDY , CHOCOLATE CANDY . WHY 

YO ' KIN JIS ' TAKE IT OUT - TAKE IT OUT AN '  PEE ON DAT CANDY SEE 
(5 )  CANDY AN '  LET IT DRY OFF , AN '  CARRY IT AN' GIVE IT TUH ' ER AN ' LET ' ER  

EAT IT . Well , dat makes ' er love strongah fo ' him . She love 
him . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1083 ) , 1 7 5 2 : 4 . ] 

4095 . Onest ah wuz co ' tin '  [ court ing ] a g irl an ' she didn ' t  seem [ to ]  like 
me so very well . So ah went an ' go t me some candy an ' wet on dat a little b it ,  
yuh know , care ' d  [ carried ] i t  tuh ' er an ' give i t  tuh ' er ,  an ' she fell in love 
wit me shuh [ sur e ]  ' nough . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 252) , 24 7 : 8 . ] 

4096 . She ' ll go tuh de sto ' an ' git a piece of candy , an ' take dat candy an ' 
rub it down dere , see ; an ' care [ carry ] dat candy an ' give it tuh ' im . An ' evah 
t ime he eat dat candy , why he ' ll love her mo ' an ' mo ' .  [Charleston , S .  Car . , 

(000) 1 654 : 6 o ] 
(6 )  COFFEE OR TEA 409 7 . Dey take ahambeP lye an ' put it in food . Dey put 

ahambeP lye in a man ' s  coffee . When a woman want a man 
tuh go crazy ' bout ' er ,  she kin j is '  put ahambeP lye an ' take it an ' put it , yuh 
know , a lit t le in ' is coffee or in ' is food or somepin an ' he ' ll go stone crazy 
[ about her ] . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1093 ) , 1 7 60 : 11 . ] 

4098 . Yuh kin take hit - take de ahambeP lye an ' put it in ' is co ffee or 
eithah somp in tuh eat , an ' it will make him love yuh an ' g ive yuh money . [Way
cross , Ga . ,  (1103 ) , 17 7 7 : 4 . ] 

4099 . Whut ah heard women say - ah don ' know but ah heard women say dey take 
dey ahambeP lye an ' put it in dere husban ' t ea or coffee , an ' dey say dat will 
make ' em  love ' em  an ' make ' em  stay at home . [ Sumt er , s .  Car . , (1340) , 2316 : 17 . ] 

4100 . Ah ' ve heard women say , if dey want tuh git nex ' tuh a man, dey put it 
in somepin tuh dr ink lak t ea or coffee . 

(This ahambeP lye ? )  
D e  ahambeP lye an ' git  de good will o f  dat man an ' make him fellah aftah dem . 

[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1408 ) , 25 29 : 14 . ] 
4101 . Lak if mah man has turn ' is back on me , ah take some of dat ahmnbeza 

lye an ' ah put it in ' is co ffee an ' he dr ink it . Well , den he ' ll do anyway ah 
say , an ' he go wit nobody else . [Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1435) , 2600 : 8 . ] 

4102 . Ah ' ve heard some of  ' em  say , yuh kin take yuh ahaJrWep Lye. Dey take 
it an ' git tuh some-a dem shoe , an ' dey take dat an ' sprinkle it down in dey 
sho es - yo ' see , sompin lak dat . An ' take it an ' eithah po ' it in coffee , slip 
it in some-a d ems coffee ,  yuh know , an ' make d em  love yuh . An' den de women ' s  
take it an ' make de mens br ing ' em  de money . See . [ S t . Petersburg,  Fla . , (995) , 
1609 : 5 . ] 

4103 . Yuh kin go out if yuh wan ' a  woman tuh love yuh regardless tuh who she 
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is . Yuh kin go an ' take yuh urinate in a bottle , an ' take dat 
( 7 )  CREAM an ' po ' it in somepin lak cream or anythin ' - j is '  enough dey 

won ' t tas t ' it [ taste it ] in it - an '  yuh ' ll rule her dat way . 
[ Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 78 ) , 2658 : 4 . ] 

4104 . If a man runnin ' roun ' wit a woman , if he ' s  mah fren ' or mah husban ' , 
ah ' ll take a little b it of  mah chamber lye an ' mix it all up , an ' put j es '  a 

little pinch of mah chamber 
( 8 )  D ISHES WASHED WITH URINE - DRAGON ' S BLOOD lye an ' wa sh de dishes wit 

it , fix de meals an ' put a 
little drop of  dis dragon ' s  b lood in it . Dat ' s  how ah f ix mine . [Florence , s. Car . , (1321) , 2265 : 1 2 . ] 

4105 . If she wan ' a  hold a man she take a dishrag an ' wash ' er ownself wit it , 
an ' use it in de kitchen j is '  lak she always [ does ] . He ' ll nevah ca ' y  ' is money 

from home . He ' ll bring it home j is '  lak a 
( 9 )  D ISHRAG - WASH WITH - SHOES chile . She cook ' im anythin ' sweet , she ' ll 

put chamber lye or  anythin ' in dat , chew 
know , an ' make him come home , bring ' is money in , see . Dat keep ' im  'umb le 
[ humble]  undah ' er shoe.  He ' ll always be lookin ' up tuh ' er ,  yuh know . Yet he 
takin ' cah [care ] of ' er .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (941) , 15 24 : 2 . ] 

4106 . Yuh kin take dat chamber lye an ' if a woman wan ' s yuh tuh love her , or 
if yuh wan ' a  woman tuh love yuh an ' lak dat now, dat ' s  a s imple thin ' . Now , if 
yo ' wan ' de woman be  settled down , yuh do dat , an '  dey fo l lah yuh from hee l tuh 

hee l .  Ah ' m  gon ' a  t ell yuh 
(10) EAST - STAND FAC ING - URINATE INTO BOTTLE now , dey ' ll fo l lah yuh from 

hee l tuh hee l .  But yuh don ' 
wan ' ' em follow yuh , but dey cain ' t he ' p  it fo l lah yuh from hee l tuh hee l .  

Yuh go tuh work an ' takes yuh a bottle of  Coca-cola or  anythin ' -lak , an ' take 
an ' lay it out tuh yuhself . An' turn yuhself right dere tuh de east , where de 
sun rise in de eas t .  Jis ' lak ah ' m  settin '  in [ fac ing ] de  east right now . [ To 
fac e the east o r  ris ing sun i s  a fairly common rite . ] An ' yuh take dat bottle 
an ' po ' out a li ' le o f  it [ or ]  yuh kin drink a l i ' le of it , yuh know . Jis ' puts 
it [ hold bot tle ] down , git it away from dere [you] at de top , an ' yuh take an ' 
take yuh penis , yuh undahs tan ' , an ' stan ' tuh [ fac ing ] de east heah , an ' hol ' de  
bottle j is '  lak dat an ' shoot de pee  in dere . An ' when yuh do dat , say , "D is is 
fo ' us . "  All yuh go t ' a  say , yuh standin '  in de east yuh see , "Dis is fo ' us . "  

All right , yuh ' ll go back now . Yuh see , yuh stop it back up , shake it up . 
[ For shaking bottled urine , see later margin t itle SHAKING BOTTLED URINE . ]  Go 
back,  yuh undahs tan ' ,  an ' de ole  lady say , "Whut ' s  d i s ?  Heah ' s  one . D i s  kin ' 
all r ight ? "  

"Yes , yes dis kin ' all right . "  
"Well , let me open it . "  
Well , ah open it an ' give her . Pull o f f  of  it dere [ remove cap ] an ' shake it 

up an ' po ' in - serve it , yuh know, an ' dey drink it down . AN ' MAR FREN ' , in 
three day ' s t ime , she be  tell in' evahbody , "Why , ah ' m  j is ' crazy ' bout mah ole 
man . "  [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (14 33 ) , 2595 : 1 . ] 

4107 . An ' den put eithah a man o r  a woman chamber lye in tea or co ffee or 
whiskey or whichsomevah it is , j is '  feeds it tuh ' em  - a teaspoonful at de t fme 

evah mawnin ' • 
(11)  F INGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOT SKIN An ' take a man - an ' cut chure 

fingahnails , an ' cut chure toenail s ,  
an ' soak yuh feet in warm watah . An ' take a ra zor b lad e or somepin an ' shave dat 
dead skin from undah de bottom of yuh feet , an ' yuh could put it on a little pan 
an ' parch it on de  s tove . Yuh kin put dat in sompin , tea or cof fee , an ' dat will 
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hold ' em  to gethah . 
(1259 ) , 2138 : 1 2 . ] 

AH KNOWS ALL DEM THIN ' S CUZ AH ' VE TRIED ' EM . [ Savannah , Ga . , 

4108 . D en yuh kin take de  hair an ' put it  in a bottle an ' de fingahnails an ' 
toenails an ' ahambeP lye an ' put dat in a person ' s  food . Dat ' ll make ' em  love 
yuh . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1117 ) , 1793 : 9 . ]  

4109 . Yo ' takes de dead skin off de bottom o f  yuh feet an ' put it in a halfa 
pint of whiskey an ' takes one teaspoonful of pee an ' po ' it in . Dat ' ll make d em 
become tub love yuh . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (109 5 ) , 1764 : 9 . ] 

4110 . If a person want ' s  yuh tub love ' em , t ell me yo ' kin take yore ohambeP 
lye an ' put it on some o f  ' is food an ' dry it [ urine ] in it [ food ] by de fish

( 1 2 )  F IREPLACE - URINE ON FOOD DRIED AT 
place . An ' give it tub ' em  an ' 
af tah dey eat ' em , dey min ' [mind ] 
an ' all will b e  wit chub . 

(They dry this food next to the fireplace af ter they put the ahambeP lye in it ? )  
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1497 ) ,  266 6 : 2 . ] 
4111 . An '  dey say if she kin git a man ' s  watah , if she take dat watah right 

af tah de man ' s  had action an ' GOT ' I S BLOOD MIXED WIT IT [ ! ! ! ] she kin handle ' fm  
(13 ) HIS AND HER URINE TOGETHER 

wit it . She kin mix ' er watah an ' ' is watah 
tuhgethah an ' give it tub ' im tub eat , an ' 
she keep ' im from gain ' hithah - from gain ' 

anywhere 
drinks . 

411 2 . 
ah ' ll go 

' cept comin ' home . Mix ' em tuhg ethah . Give it tub ' im tub drink in 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1476 ) ,  2655 : 6 . ] 
Jis ' lak ' if ah workin ' on a j ob .  See , DERE ' S A BOSS ON D IS JOB . Now , 

to work - IF D I S  BOSS DRINKS , SEE - AH ' LL GO TO WORK AN ' TAKE SOME OF 
MAH WATAH AN '  PUT IT IN DAT BOTTLE AN ' HE ' LL COME TO LOVE ME , see . 
(He ' ll what? ) (14)  JOB 
He ' ll come to love me j is '  lak he love his mo thah . Take mah watah 

in de bottle an ' he ' ll drink off it an ' he ' ll come to love me . An ' ah kin handle 
him j is '  lak a baby - j is '  lak yuh take a horse an ' give him sugah . [Newport 
News , Va . , (478 , Bowes , cousin of  DoatoP Bowes of Norfolk , Va . ) ,  498 : 3 . ]  

4113 . Den ,  they say that when you ' re workin ' aroun ' [ doing housework] ,  if 
you want TO KEEP CHURE JOB , why yo ' kin , yo ' know. Yo ' kin TAKE A LITTLE CHAMBER 
LYE AN '  PUT IT IN DE FOOD OR WHEN WASHIN ' OF DE D I SHES . [ Elizabeth C ity , N . Car . , 
(438 ) , 3 93 : 2 . ] 

4114 . (You have good luck you say with red onions . Well , now what did you 
say you put into that? ) 

Yuh put yuh own ahambeP lye , an ' yuh puts sulphur intuh it , an ' yuh put love 
powdahs intuh it an ' a li ' le sugah - granulated sugah , a teaspoonful . Dat makes 

(15)  LOVE POWDERS - SUGAR - SULPHUR 
a nice salve . An ' yuh gi ' dat tub ' im 
an ' dey ' ll love yo ' .  
(What do you do with that? ) 

Yuh kin take dat an ' gi ' [give] dat tub 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513 ) , 268 0 : 10 . ] 

de person . Yuh gi ' tub ' em  tub eat . 

4115 . Heard o f  ' em  takin ' dere ahambeP lye an ' also dere monthly . An '  put 
it - about two drops of dey monthly an ' a teaspoonful of  dere ahambeP lye in a 

man ' s or a woman ' s  food . Dat ' s , if it ' s  a 
(16)  MENSTRUAL BLOOD OR URINE woman , she put s it intuh de man ' s  food , her 

drinks or somepin lak dat , he 
Coca-cola or somepin lak dat . N. Car . , ( 1414 ) , 2 544 : 8 . ] 

monthly . If it ' s  a man , lak if  de woman 
puts some of ' is ahambeP lye intuh ' er whiskey or 

An ' dat ' s  tub keep ' em tuhgethah .  [Fayet teville,  

4116 . Jes ' lak if yuh want a man tub b e  wid j ab an ' s tay wid j ah .  He may be 
pullin ' off wid some othah woman . Yuh take ahambeP lye an ' a little bit o f  yuh 
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minst� tin ' an ' put it in whiskey or coffee , eithah one of  do se thin ' s ,  an ' j is '  
give it tuh ' em .  An ' he drink dat an ' he j is '  be so fool about chew, he ' ll have 
tuh be dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2343 : 5 . ] 

(17 ) 9 DAYS - URINE STANDS - BEFORE USE 

(18 ) 9 DROPS OF URINE - AT 1 TIME 

(19)  9 DROPS OF URINE - 1 FOR 9 TIMES 

4117 . Dey takes dat an ' let it set 
nine days , fo ' nine days , an ' put it 
in de man ' s coffee an ' make ' im love 
dem an ' make him come back . 
(That ' s  the ahambeP lye . ) [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , (1505 ) , 267 2 : 6 . ] 
4118 . Well , yuh kin take a per son ' s 
ahambeP lye . If yuh got a good girl 
an ' she won '  have yuh , yuh take nine 
drop s  of dat ahambeP lye an ' put it 
in likkah an ' give it tuh ' er .  Yuh 
an ' ' er will nevah break up . Yuh 
live wit ' er de balanc e of yuh life . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1504 ) , 2670 : 11 . ] 
4119 . If yuh want yuh wife tuh b e  
crazy ' bout chub , yuh take yuh nine 

drops of ahambeP lye . Put it intuh a bo ttle an ' evah time dat choo go tuhgethah , 
or anythin ' , yuh drop one drop in dere , yuh know , in some tea or whiskey - whut
evah she dr ink . She ' ll be crazy ' bout choo . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (961) , 1568 : 10 . ] 

4120 . Jis ' lak , now , yuh run aroun ' a whole lo t .  Yuh know , j is '  lak yuh an ' 
ah , yuh wife , wan '  chew tuh stay home . Well , all she have tuh do is tuh j is '  

(20)  9 MORNINGS - URINE INTO BREAD 
make yuh some bread up sep ' rate , an ' 
put a little of ' er watah in it , about 
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' yuh ' ll stay home . 

Yuh won '  go nowhere .  Dat break yuh . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (107 2 ) , 1733 : 5 . ] 
4121 . If yuh in love wit a woman an ' cain ' t undahstan ' it , an ' yuh do ' know 

why yuh love her - sompin lak dat - she given yuh some of  ' er ahambeP lye . 

( 21 )  9 MORNINGS - C IRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - REENTER 
TAKE A SWALLOW OWN URINE - KILLS SPELL 

An ' den [ to free your self] 
yuh taken yuh ahambeP lye , 
say nine mawnin ' s  in suc
cess ful [ success ion] , yuh 

walk aroun ' de house an ' come back in , an ' take a swallah yuh ahambeP lye . Dat ' ll 
kill de love fuh a woman who have ovah owahed h .  Yuh ' ve seen men dat women 
j is ag aroun ' , do cih [ care] anythin ' ' bout ' em ,  but dey cain ' t hep ' dey
self . Well dey - dat whut makin ' ' em  [drag ] . De woman put some of  dat s tuff , 
her monthly yo ' might call [ it ,  but here it is urine] intuh ' is cof fee , yuh see . 

[To b e  on the safe side , I fo rtunately summar ize the rite . ] 
(Well , if this woman has used thi s ahambeP lye in his food , he can kill tha t  

by us ing h i s  o wn  ahambeP lye against her s . HE HAS TO TAKE A SWALLOW EVERY MORN
ING FOR NINE MORNINGS . )  

Fo ' nine mawnin ' s  tuh kill hers . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (996) , 1611 : 4 . ] 
4122 . Walkin ' aroun ' d e  house , ah heard dat . If a woman got chew fixed in 

love , so deep in love dat chew can ' t - dat chew can ' t  git ' er o f f  yuh mind , j is '  
walk aroun ' de house onc e  in de mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' takes a drink of  
yuh own ahambeP lye .  Nine mawnin ' s  walk aroun ' de house an ' dat ' ll kill dat . 

[As you will s ee ,  THIS RITE IS IDENTICAL WITH THE PRECEDING ONE , THOUGH THE 
FORMER HAS MORE DETAIL AND INTEREST . DESPITE THESE TWO PERSONS APPEARING 3 5  
INFORMANTS APART , I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN THEM . 
Occasionally , a doatoP espec ially , almo st  anyone , man o r  woman, would send a 
scout ahead to learn about my work and to evaluate the safety and reward preb le.. 
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The present co incidence may be such an example . MY COMMENT NG ON THE ORIGINAL 
TRANSCRIPTION SHEET IN THE "MS" MEANS A NUMBER OF THINGS ; HERE PROBABLY SOMEONE 
HAVING L ITTLE TO REPORT . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1031) , 167 7 : 4 . ] 

4123 . A woman down in Caroline [Co . , Va . ]  had a husband always running about 
and he went to Wes t  Virginia , and he wrote to her and she sent him some tobacco . 

( 2 2 )  RUNNING NATURE AND TOBACCO 
She said she had a good chance to make him 
come home . She took o f  her Punning nature 
that ' s water , urine , and washed that tobacco 

and s ent it to him . And he chewed it and in three days he was back in the yard . 
She brought him back home . She told me so herself . [Fredericksburg , Va . , by 

( 2 3 )  SQUATS OVER STEAMING FOOD - WOMAN 
Ed iphone . ]  
4124 . If de woman - she want s  a man 
to herself , an ' dey [man ] can ' t leave 

dey [her ] home , why she gotta cook de meal . Well , wheresomevah dey cook de meal 
where de s team is on it , she kin j es ' set down ovah it . 

(Sets down over the food ? ) 
Ovah d e  food , an ' dat man ain ' t go in ' leave dat house .  
( She doesn ' t do anything in the food ? ) 
No , dat ' s all - don ' t do nuthin in it . Whut ah ' m tellin ' yo ' now, dey j es ' 

set ovah i t  an ' dat s t eam from her [does the work] . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 
2189 : 4 . ] 

4125 . Yeah , dat ' s right . Yo ' take a dishpan , see yo ' take a dishpan now, 
it ' s bran ' -new - j is ' git a bran ' -new one . Yo ' take a bran ' -new dishpan . Yo ' 

( 24 )  SQUATS - WOMAN - OVER NEW D ISHPAN 
3 TIMES - MAKING EACH T IME - 3 DROPS OF URINE 

kin take dat dishpan -
a woman will take da t 
dishpan up an ' she ' ll 
take it an ' set ovah 

it . See , she ' ll set ovah i t  j is ' say , three times , an ' d e  three t ime she set 
ovah it well , now anythin ' - if she use dat dishpan fo ' anythin ' toward s a man , 
' tis no way fo ' to keep ' im from bein ' right dere to dat pan . He can ' t stay 
' way . He might have a wif e but when it come his time he gotta go by dere an ' 
say sompin tuh her . 

(Well now, what does she do when she sits  over this dishpan? ) 
WHEN SHE S IT OVAH DAT DISHPAN SHE ' LL EITHAH MAKE THREE DROPS OF WATAH - THREE 

DROPS OF WATAH EACH T IME .  Well , now she ' ll take dat little watah , see an ' put 
it into a little cake-flavor bottle . An ' evah t ime she want s  to see dat man or 
be wit ' im , or  he s tay off any leng th o f  t ime , she ' ll drop a little of dat watah 
into somepin , yo ' see , an ' he have to come on - he have to come home . 

[THIS 3 DROPS OF WATER 3 T IMES REMIND S ME OF MY REMARK ABOUT THAT FAMOUS EPI
SODE OF 1886 , the old man who was advised to r id himself of  that hag rid ing him 
every night by j umping up out of  bed and urinating into a bottle b efore she could 
leave the room - good "traick "� if you can do it (536 , p . l58) ! ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . , 

(109 7 ) , 1 7 7 0 : 2 . ] 
( 25 )  3 DROPS OF URINE 4126 . [Preced ing rite is now s implified to 3 drops : ]  

If he ' s mean or  she ' s mean , yo ' kin give dem three 
drops of c harnbeP Zye to make dem come ca ' m [ calm] . Put three drop s of  charnbeP 
Zye in dey co f f ee or in dey milk tuh drink , or anythin ' yo ' want . Any time yo ' 
fixin ' dey co f f ee yo ' kin do dat . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (154 8 ) , 2810 : 3 . ]  

4 1 2 7 . A woman kin take her charnbeP Zye an ' 
( 2 6 )  3 TIMES A WEEK - NEW MOON put i t  in cof fee fo ' her man or fo ' her bus

b an ' , de regular - dey says anyhow three 
t imes a week, an ' in de new moon - wit de new moon assistance . Yo ' always work 
in de moon becuz de moon governs de seasons . It controls from heaven to New 
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York or any othah place , b ecuz where de moon is go t dominion , why so in dis pow
ah i t  kin carry . 

So she takes dat an ' she g ive him i t  in cof f ee say , three t imes a week , an ' 
if she cont inue to do lak dat , HE ' LL BECOME TO BE A COMPLETE SLAVE AN ' SHE KIN 
DO HIM AS SHE PLEASE .  He ' ll b elieve evahthin ' she say s  i s  true an ' evahbody el s e  
may b e  true , b u t  what she says goes wit him .  H e  don ' t b elieve whut nobody el s e  
say s . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 5 1 ) , 1 7 06 : 2 . ]  

4 128 . If yo ' s  wit a family o f  people an ' dey has someone in heah dat didn ' t 
like yo ' so well , an ' dey dr ink watah , t ea ,  or med icine , what somevah i t  is , well 

( 2 7 )  URINE SPELL - BROKEN ONLY BY DOCTOR 
yo ' take an ' put [ in ]  j is '  a lit
tle ahamber lye . No t too much , yo ' 
see , dat would make dem dis trus t in' . 

But yo ' put j is '  maybe a couple o f  tab lespoonful in dere , an ' yo ' cons tantly do 
dat fo ' ' bout fo ' t imes . An ' dey will come tuh love yo ' an ' nobody couldn ' t  put 
dem against yo ' in no kin ' a  way . An ' it nevah would be b roken excep t dey go tuh 
somebody an ' take it off . [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 27 36 : 5 . ] 

4 129 . Yo ' kin take yore ahambah watah an ' put i t  in a little bit of wat ah .  
Jis ' lak someone comin ' t o  yore hous e  dat chew think a lo t o f  an ' wants dem tuh 

( 28 )  WATER FOR DRINKING 
love yo ' , yo ' take dat an ' put it in a lit tle watah 
an ' s tir it up - no t put enough in dere dat dey kin 
t ell i t . An ' j is '  keep doin ' dat an ' dey ' ll come 

to de place dat dey ' ll think a lot o f  yo ' .  [Wil son,  N .  Car . , ( 14 6 7 ) , 26 5 1 : 13 . ] 
4 13 0 .  Take a lit tle yore ur ina t e  an ' put i t  in some watah , somp in lak dat -

glas s o f  watah , somepin lak dat . An ' dat will make ' er love yuh . 
( I  see , if she dr inks that she will love you . ) [ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 

1 6 13 : 3 . ] 
4 1 3 1 . Now , dis ahamber lye , dey kin take dat now - ah don ' t know dis from 

per s ' nal experience but ah ' ve heard o f  dis . I f  a person , say , might do dat , 

( 2 9 )  WHISKEY - THE POWER OF URINE IN 
take it an ' spr inkle i t  on a per son ' s 
food , he would follow ' em  from heah 
tuh Europe barefoo ted j is '  tuh g i t  a 

chance tuh b e  in ' is company . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 9 ) , 2007 : 6 . ] 
4 13 2 .  Ah ' ve heard it t uh say , i f  someone is s ellin ' whiskey , why dey go tuh 

work an ' mix a c er tain port ion o f  ahamber lye wit i t  an ' g ive i t  tuh mens , so dat 

( 3 0 )  WHISKEY - TO SELL YOUR 
dey come back an ' b uy dere whiskey . [Wilm ing
ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 9 2 ) , 213 : 5 . ] 
4 1 3 3 . Say yo ' kin take - yo ' put sulphur r ight 

in yore do ' , o r  ei thah take an ' put , j is '  lak yo ' sellin ' whiskey or somp in , yo ' 
put yore pee in de whiskey an ' dat ' ll make ' em come back [ t o  b uy again ] . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1425) , 2 5 7 1 : 2 . ] 

4 134 . Ah heard dat if yo ' were s ellin ' whiskey , dat yo ' take yor e ahamber 
lye an ' put i t  in de b o t t l e . Why den , if de person dr ink out o f  dat b o t t l e , den 
dat would b r ing d em s traight to yore place of bus ines s .  

(That brings back trade . You mean you put your own ahamber lye in that whis-
key . ) [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1058 ) , 1 7 18 : 7 . ] 

FORK OF ROAD 
( 1) BURY PERSON ' S URINE AT 

4 1 3 5 . Well , yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks o f  d e  road an ' 
ket ch ' er urinate , an ' b ury it down in de groun ' 
at d e  fo ' ks of dat road , an ' as dat ur ina t e  dry 
away at de fo ' ks of dat road , dey ' ll come tuh 

die . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 94 5 ) , 1 5 25 : 6 . ] 
4 136 . Yo ' g i t  in dat fo ' ks o f  de road an ' yo ' pee , j is '  so many fo ' ks as 

d ere is in dat road yo ' pee , an ' turn backward s  an ' walk backward s out dat road , 
Dat ' s  all yo ' g o t ' a  do . Yo ' s top d em  an ' dey can ' t go nowher e .  
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( 2 )  URINATE AT ALL FORKS OF ROAD 
WALK BACKWARDS INTO MAIN ROAD 

(Who can ' t go· nowhere? )  
Who somevah yo ' wan ' a  - anybody 1 yo ' o r  me 
or anybody . Yo ' s e e 1 d ey cain ' t move -
DEY CAIN ' T "GEE" AN ' DEY CAIN' T "HAW'' . 

[To haw and gee (ab out ) is to lead this way and tha t at will 1 that is 1 the per son 
cannot turn this way or that . ]  Yo ' got ' em . 

(What would b e  your purpo s e  in go ing to this cro s s road now? ) 
Go tub d e  crossroad cuz ah wan ' a  s top ' em  from walkin ' - anywhere d ey wan ' a  

go . I f  ah wan ' a s top ' em from g a in ' anywhere an ' ah ' m  ag ' ins ' d em an ' ah wan ' a  
s top ' em 1 well ah ' ll s top ' em f rom g a in ' . D ey cain ' t gee an ' d ey c a in ' t � . 
[Alg iers 1 La . 1 ( 1 5 9 3 )  1 2 9 9 3 : 5 . ] 

4 13 7 .  (What do they do out there? )  
Well 1 yo ' kin do dirt [ evil ] out at de fo ' ks o f  de road . In case yo ' wanta 

woman or anythin ' lak dat 1 an ' she ' s  really s epara t e  f rom yo 1 1  yo ' git nine 

( 3 )  9 STRAND S OF WOMAN ' S  HAIR BURIED AT FORK 
9 MORNINGS - URINATE ON IT 

stran ' s of ' er hair . Yo ' 
unders tan ' .  An ' yo ' b ury it 
at de fo ' k  of d e  road 1 an ' 
yo ' go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  

an ' yo ' urinate on dat where yo ' bury it at . An ' a f tah de nine mawnin ' s  o r  in
s id e  of de nine 1 she g a in ' to return to yo ' .  [ New Orleans 1 La . 1  ( 8 6 6 ) 1 [ 13 9 9 : 3 . ] 

4 1 3 8 . Old people say a woman kin take yor e  pichure - lak somebody love a 
woman an ' take it out tub d e  end o f  d e  fork of de road 1 an ' j i s '  lak if she g it

(4) WIFE URINATES ON HUSBAND ' S  PHOTO 
PRE S SING IT DOWN AT FORK OF ROAD 

tin ' in contact wit a man .  Jis ' lak 
if yo ' had a wif e  an ' yo ' think plenty 
of ' er .  She kin take yore pichure an ' 
go d ere in de mawnin ' an ' piss on dat 

on de fo ' k  of de road an ' j is '  pres s i t  [ pho to ] by ' er urinate down der e . Dat 
will always keep yor e  mind - ins tead of yor e  mind bein ' where de b ed yo ' b e layin ' 
in 1 she could - quite na tchal [ natural ]  she kin mes s 1 go tub b ed wit anothah man 1 
co ' se [ intercours e ]  wit anothah man an ' yo ' won ' t  say nuthin tub ' er about it . 
Why ? b ecuz she have done p i s s in ' on d ere an ' took yore pichure an ' she have put 
it in de fork road. DAT ' S WHY DEY CALL IT D E  FORK ROAD see . See 1 da t ' s  a road 
lak yo ' gain ' d isaway an ' dataway . Quite natchal 1 i f  she go in de road 1 she go 1 
she kin come out any road 1 but yore mind will still b e  in de same spot . DAT ' S  
WHY DEY SAY S 1 DE FO 'K OF DE ROAD. [ New Orleans 1 La . 1  ( 8 4 3 ) 1 12 7 9 : 1 . ] 

4 1 3 9 . Well 1 yo ' kin go tub d e  fo ' ks of d e  road . P rob ' ly d er e  may b e  somebody 
or s ome woman dat chew want . Yo ' ll learn ' er name . Yo ' kin go tub de fo ' ks of 
d e  road an ' g it chew on one o f  dese o ld speckled tarrap ins . 

( 5 )  T IE BRIDLED TERRAP IN AT - URINATE ON - WI SH 
(Wha t ?  Speckled wha t ? ) 
Turtle 1 land tur t le . Dat ' s 
r ight . Yo ' ketch ' im  an ' 

if yo ' kin g it ' is ha id out enough tub g it chew a s t r ing aroun ' it 1 g it chew a 
string aroun ' i t  an ' make yo ' a small b r idle an ' pu t intuh it . Well now 1 yo ' 
got ' a  keep ' im  down d er e  by dese f o ' ks of d e  road . Evah mawnin ' yo ' go tub d e  
f o ' ks of d e  road an ' take a leak on ' im evah mawnin 1 1 an ' make yor e  wish dere 
wha t yo ' want s tub happen. Take his ha id an ' s t retch out . Yo ' tame him . Dat ' ll 
tame him s o  by d a t  s t r ing yo ' got aroun ' ' is neck . Make yore wi sh f o ' dis woman 
an ' she mor e  d en apt tub meet chah somewhere on de road on yore way . She cain ' t 
git aroun ' yo ' .  [An old f ootno t e  of mine says . "Thi s was told straight forwardly . 
informant g enerally good and reliable . symbolism seems authent ic . " ] [ Norfolk .  
Va • •  ( 4 91) 1 5 28 : 4 . ]  

4140 . Dat ahamber Zye , yo ' know d e  pee , throw it roun ' mah do ' an ' he cain ' t 
come any fu ' thah . J i s ' let it stay d er e  an ' b e  st rong yo ' know . J i s ' put a 
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little dat gPaveyaPd diPt all in de foah rooms , put a penny in dat do ' . D ey 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - IN ALL ROOMS - PENNY AT DOOR - URINE 
won ' t come dere an ' 
bothah yo ' . 
(The rent , the law or 

the b ill collector - whoever it is . )  [Waycross , Ga . , (1092) , 1760 : 2 . ] 
4141 . I heard this from an old man in Hick ' ry [Hickory ] ,  N .  Car . , said that 

he could take a man ' s watah an ' bat tle it tip with gPaveyaPd diPt , pins an ' nee

GRA VEYARD DIRT - · NEEDLES - PINS - URINE - BOTTLED 
dles , an ' ' twould s top the 
ureene [urine ] . An ' that 
would b e  the cause of  his 

death . [I had stayed the night a t  Hickory in 1922  (see vol . l ,  p . XXVIII) , where 
I first heard the radio . ] [Richmond , Va . ,  (406 ) , 361 : 4 . ] 

414 2 . Now dey kin take dat ahambeP lye an ' den dey kin take peppah an ' put 
it wit dat ahambeP ly e ,  an ' put it into a bottle an ' stop it up airtight , an ' 

GRAVEYARD - BURIED IN - URINE AND PEPPER BOTTLED 
take it tuh a cemetery and 
bury it . An ' den dat will 
ef fect yuh . Or in othah 

words ,  if somebody done somepin tuh JUh an ' [you are unable to find that bot tle ] ,  
now de  thing o f  it is , I F  D lr  ( the spell cas ter ] D IES BEFORE DAT YUH GIT DAT OFF YUH ,  WHY CONSEQUENTLY DEN DAT ' S [ the spell is never going to be taken o f f . See 
IF EVIL-DOER DIESJ SPELL INCU�BtE1 p . 396 ] . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (604 ) , 783 : 4 . ] 

4143 . Jis ' lak now, if ah WUI tuh walk aut heah an ' ur inate on de groun ' -
j is ' say ah make watah , ur inate an de groun ' - any place lak dat , don ' use de 

GROUND ON WHICH PERSON URINATES 
(1)  WHERE WOMAN PEES - MAN TIKS UP AND WEARS 

love yo ' an ' have yo ' regardless of  ' er husban ' 
' er , an ' quit ' im  even fo ' yo ' . 

lavatory . Yo ' kin take dat 
an ' put it in yore pocket , 
an ' tie it up in sompin in 
yore pocket , an ' a woman will 

[no matter ]  how good he is tuh 

[Here again we have one of the many examples of the immorality qf witchcraft ; 
this woman , because of the spell upon her , being unresponsible for her ac tions . 
Any evil she does can be  blamed upon a magic compulsion . This is  fatalism , the 
mind having no choice .  Why do spells never compel a person to do good ? Self
ishness flourishes in witchcraf t .  No wonder an intelligent civilized per son no 
longer b elieves in its false wishfu l  thinking ! ]  [Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1210) , 2044 : 7 . ] 

4144 . Dey say yo ' [ a  woman] kin take a man ' s wee-wee , ah mean ' is wet , an ' 
yo ' know , watah 'im as he wets , dey say , an ' go dere an ' git dat an ' put it into 

( 2 )  WOMAN PUTS MAN ' S DIRT IN BAG AND WEARS 
a rag an ' den yo ' wear it on yo ' . 
Put it in a rag an ' wear it right 
dere . S ew it  up an ' wear it . 

What will dat do?  Dat ' ll keep ' im  from goin ' wit any othah woman but chew .  So  
d ey say . 

(YOU TAKE UP THAT D IRT WHERE HE ' S WEE- WEED AND YOU WEAR IT DOWN BELOW? ) 
Yassuh , put it into a rag . [Brunswick,  Ga . , (1185) , 1999 : 4 . ] 
4145 . Dey watah yo ' know where dey pee on de groun ' . Say yo ' kin take a 

man ' s watah lak dat or a woman ' s - eithah side . Yo ' kin take dere watah lak 

(3)  DIRT IN BAG AND WEAR - URINATE ON IT 9 MORNINGS 
dat an ' take up dat 
dirt down dere an 1 put 
it in a little ball , 

bag or somep in . D en yo ' wear it on yo ' an ' evah night , well fo ' ' bout nine maw
nin ' s dey say yo ' pee on it yo ' know . Take yore pee an ' pee on dat sand in dat 
bag o f  de man ' s .  Say dat will make ' em s tay wit yo ' . Dey j is ' cain ' t leave yo ' . 
Yo ' wear it  fo ' a length of t ime den yo 1 take it off . Den yo ' go back an ' git it 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 2569  

an ' wear it  ag ' in .  [Waycross , Ga . , (114 8) , 1871 : 2 . ] 
4146 . I f  yo ' wan ' a  - got anyone yo ' wan ' a  s tay on top , meanin'  yo ' will rule , 

yo ' go on where dey wet on de groun ' an ' git a little bit of  dere sand an ' put i t  

( 4 )  SHE PICKS UP MAN ' S DIRT 
PUTS TWICE AS MUCH OF HERS ON TOP 
BURIES IN ROAD THEY WALK OVER 

in a cup . An ' d en yo ' go on an ' pee 
on de groun ' [ at a d ifferent place ] 
an ' git twicet as much [ of yours ]  an ' 
put it in on top an ' pack it down an ' 
bury dat right in de road where dey 

[ both of you] have tuh walk ovah it , an ' 
ington , D . C . , (6 30a) , 812 : 6 . ] 

yo ' ll rule dem long as dey live . [wash-
414 7 . Ah don ' t know much about dat , but ah ' ve heard talk of  dat dat way . 
(What have you heard them say? ) 

Ah ' ve heard dem say dat chew kin take ahambeP lye , where a p erson urinat e .  
Yo ' kin take dat urinate an ' b�ry it wit an ole piece of cloth dat dey have us ed ,  

an 1 thin ' s lak dat , an ' dey could stop ' em  
( 5 )  WRAP UP THI S  D IRT IN CLOTH from ministPatin ' if it ' s  a woman , or if it ' s  

USED BY HIM OR HER - BURY a man [ a  piece of cloth from near his pri-
vat es ] dey could have ' im  all mes sed up dere 

until he won ' t b e  no good atall . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (116 6) , 1958 : 2 . ]  

( 6 )  SEW INTO CLOTH - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
4148 . Yo ' watch dere where 
dey makes watah . Yo ' go dere 
an ' git dat li ' le hole where 

dey make 
An ' s top 
up . 

it . Jis ' git dat li ' le hol e  an ' carry it on back wit yo ' an ' sew it up . 
i t  up [ in something ] an ' car ry i t  tuh runnin ' watah an ' dat ' ll s top d em 

(How do you mean , stop them up ? )  
I t  stop ' em from - j is '  lak de bottle will - s top ' em from makin ' watah j is '  

lak de bottle will . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368 ) , 24 24 : 7 . ] 

( 7 )  BOTTLE AND THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
414 9 .  A woman will take an ' wet , 
pee on de groun ' , an ' dere ' s  be lak 
a hole . See , yo ' take dat hole an ' 

s top it up in a bottle an ' throw i t  in a runnin ' stream o f  watah , an ' she can ' t 
pee . [Fayet tevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1425) , 257 0 : 13 . ] 

4150 . Git ashes out de fiahplace ,  an ' watch out where she throw ' er ahambeP 
lye an ' go git some of dat dirt . An ' yo ' kin take dat an'' yo ' kin mix dat j is '  

( 8 )  DIRT FROM WHERE SHE THROWS HER URINE 
WITH FIREPLACE ASHES - RED PEPPER - UNDER HER STEPS 

lak yo ' mix up a 
dough . Sprinkle 
some red peppah 
ovah it an ' carry 

it an ' spread it out up undah ' er steps . 
(That is  to make her move , move out of  

1 7 52 : 9 . ] 

When she walk ovah i t  she ' ll move . 
the house . )  [Waycross , Ga . , (1083) , 

4151 . Said yuh go tuh work an ' wheresomevah yuh j is '  
groun ' , dey git d e  ear t h ,  yuh know , from a fresh place . 

( 9 )  BO IL EARTH ON WHICH MAN URINATES - U SE AS DROPS 
IN HI S TEA OR C OFFEE - TO KEEP HOME 

go an ' urinate on de 
Jis ' lak ah come out 
chere dis mawnin ' , dat 
[ man urinating on the 
ground ] is a man dat 
runs about an ' wouldn ' t 

stay at home . Dey ' d git dat earth down dere an ' dey boil it an ' make a lit tle 
kind a  drop [ like eyedrop s ]  outa it , chew know , an ' when ah come in mah wife 
would j is '  take it an ' drop a drop or two of  dat in my tea or co ffee , whatsomevah ah use at mealtime , an ' dat would make me stay at home an ' wouldn ' t  wandah about . 
[Sumter , s. Car . , (1381) , 245 3 : 4 . ] 
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4152 . Yuh kin take gunpowdah an ' HeaPts Co logne an ' saltpetah an ' yuh own 
watah an ' mix dat tuhgethah , an ' use [ that ]  aroun ' talkin ' wit dis per son , an ' 
yuh kin git ' em tuh do whut chew want done . 

GUNPOWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE 
SALTPETER - OWN URINE 

TO INFLUENCE 

(If you want to  work for them or anything like 
that , or if you want to get a j ob . ) 
Yes s ir , use dat s tuff . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (11 33 ) , 
1838 : 2 . ] 
4153 . Yuh kin take a woman now , an ' yuh kin git 

de hair outa her haid an ' put it in a glass  wit de pee in it . 

HAIR FROM HER HEAD - IN BOTTLE OF URINE - UNDER DOORSTEP 
(A glass  of your 
urine ? )  
Yeah , an ' yuh kin put 

it in a box [bottle]  an ' put it in undah de do ' s tep where she walks ovah all de 
time , an ' covah it wit somepin undah de bottom s tep , an ' she can ' t leave , yuh 
got ' er tied. [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 2 ) , 764 : 5 . ] 

4154 . Yuh kin take de individual ' s  aham

HAIR - CAYENNE PEPPER - URINE - BURY 
beP lye an ' some cayenne peppah an ' also 
some of dere hair , an ' yuh kin run ' em 
outa town . 
(What do you do with all that stuff then? ) 

Yuh bury it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1529a) , 2734 : 1 5 . ] 
4155 . Take d ey ahambeP lye an ' make yuh so dat chew can ' t make watah . Well 

dey takes it from yuh an ' save it , an ' dey git a stran ' of yuh hair out chure 

HAIR - STOPPED UP IN BOTTLED URINE 5 WEEKS 
THEN ADD - RED PEPPER POD - SALT - SULPHUR 

haid , an ' put in it an ' let it s tay 
fo ' f ive weeks . Well , af tah do se  
five weeks dey mix some sulphur wit 
it an ' dey put dat in dere an ' dey 

put a little salt , red peppah , yuh know , 
make no watah . 

whut grows on bushes . Den yuh can ' t 

(Where do they put all tho se things ? )  
Where d ey keep it , put s  i t  in a bot tle , airtight s o  no air can ' t git in it , 

an ' it s tay in dere . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1287 ) ,  218 5 : 11 . ] 
4156 . If dey wanna go ag ' in - tuh keep ' em from goin ' ag ' in ,  yuh ' ll have tuh 

clip a piece from she [ demonstrates ] . 
(From the top o f  her head . )  
An ' a piece from she private an ' put it  

take yuh ahambeP lye an ' some Ge�an HeaPt 
in de bot tle wit nine needles , an ' 
Co logne , an ' mix it  tuhgethah an ' ho l '  

HEAD HAIR - PRIVATE HAIR - GERMAN HEARTS COLOGNE 
BOTTLED WITH URINE - MAN WEARS 9 DAYS - POURS ON SUIT 

dat in yuh pocket fer d e  
fus ' [ f ir s t ] nine mawn
in ' s . An ' den take it 
an ' po ' it  in one of yuh 

suit s , an ' she will nevah go 
DERE FOREVAH AN 1 FOREVAH . 

tuh dat pocket tuh take it out . An ' SHE ' LL STAY 

( I  see . Tha t keeps her . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (519 ) , 614 : 4 . ] 
4157 . A woman kin take yuh hair an ' a little of hers an ' bring yuh tuh ' er 

by soakin ' it  in ahambeP lye , an ' den tote it in ' er - sew it up in some of ' er 

HIS HAIR - HER HAIR - SOAKED IN HER URINE - SHE WEARS 
clo thes so ' s  it no t lo st 
an ' nobody will nevah 
see it . To te dat an ' 

go on . He be wi t ' er .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361 ) , 2400 : 4 . ] 

HEARTS COLOGNE AND URINE - SCRUB FOR CUSTOMERS 
4158 . An ' den yuh use a basin 
wi t yuh ahambeP lye an ' when 
yuh scrub , scrub wit it , an ' 
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also po ' i t  on de front po ' ch - an ' Hearts Co logne . 
(Put some Hearts Co logne in that , that will br ing in trade? ) 
Yes s ir .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1267) , 214 6 : 11 . ] 
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4159 . Well , it  near about de  same thin ' . Yuh kin take yuh watah an ' Hearts 
Co logne an ' spr inkl e it  aroun ' intuh yuh place .  Have it intuh yuh po cket an ' 

where yuh wit de cards . Dat ' ll bring 

HEARTS COLOGNE - URINE - LUCK AT CARD S 
yuh luck . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 114 5 ) , 
186 9 : 4 . ] 
4 16 0 .  Yuh take saltp etah an ' yuh own 
watah an ' Hearts Co logne an ' use dat 

aroun ' de bos sman , an ' he ' ll give yuh a j ob .  Ah ' ve hear of sech as dat bein ' 

HEARTS COLOGNE - SALTPETER - URINE 
done . Dis same stuf f ; saltp etah , Hearts 
Co logne an ' yuh own watah , aroun ' wher e 
yuh doin ' bus ines s at , an ' de ' say dat 

will draw yuh cus tomahs . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1133 ) ,  183 9 : 1 . ] 
4 161 . If a person is a enemy tuh yuh , now dey kin take yuh chamber lye an ' 

s top yuh watah completely . An ' dey take dat bottle an ' stop it up a s  tight a s  

H I T  9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRI SE - BOTTLED URINE PARTIALLY 
BURIED UNDER NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE OR BACK DOORSTEP 

dey kin git it , an ' 
dey kin take it undah 
de back do ' step or 
eithah in de no ' th 

cornah up undah de house an ' bury ' em der e .  Yuh put such a po ' tion [ portion] -
yuh leave a po ' tion , enough o f  it out , dat chew kin take a hammah an ' go der e an ' 
hit fo ' nine mawnin ' s befo ' sunr i s e ,  an ' it  will s top yuh watah completely . An ' 
IF IT AIN ' T REMOVED , IT WILL CARRY YUH TUH DE CEMETERY . 

(What do they hi t?  Do they hit the bottle? ) 
Yes , dey hit de bottle . Dey have it tight down - de bottle , dey covah [ pack] 

i t  tight down , an ' de ' hit it  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
(What did they do with the other water ?  You said they pour ed a portion out 

didn ' t you? ) 
No s ir .  Dey po ' whut dey ketch , undahs tan ' . Jes ' lak if dey want ed tuh ketch 

yuh watah tuh do yuh harm , undahstan ' . If  dey can ' t git tuh de chambah in de 
hous e ,  undahs tan ' , dey ' d s et it up s omewhere undah yuh labor ' tory [ lavatory ] 
mo ' [more]  specially i f  it ' s out [outs ide the hous e ]  - an ' ketch it  dataway . An ' 
ketch enough tuh f ill up dat little vial . 

(Well , wouldn ' t the hitting br eak that bottle? ) 
No sir . 
(They don ' t hit it hard enough? )  
No , j is ' hard enough tuh dr ive it down. 
416 2 .  Yuh take it [ urine ] yuh know , an ' 

git ' er some sugah an ' c innamon an ' write a 

[Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1153 ) , 1891 : 1 . ] 
keep it an ' put it in a bottl e .  An ' 
person ' s name an ' put it in dere . 

HIT ON FLOOR 9 TIME S  - STOPPED-UP BOTTLE CONTAINING 
CINNAMON - NAME - SUGAR - URINE 

An ' dey keep it  lak dat an ' 
dey say , if yuh have a hus
ban ' - co ' s e  ah don ' t have 

THEN SHAKE BOTTLE TO BRING HUSBAND HOME 

have no husban ' . Dey do dat , take it an ' shake 
husban ' tuh come home . Or ah hit it on de flo ' 
come home - i f  yuh go t ' is name in der e .  

(You h i t  it  on the floor nine times ? )  

no husban ' . Ah don ' t even 
do dat , cuz ah don ' t  even 

de bottle  any time yuh want yuh 
nine t imes an ' he will certainly 

Right in de door nine t imes , an ' dey say he ' ll certainly come home - don ' t 
care  wher e he is . 

(But you have to hit it agains t the floor , hit it against the door-like 
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[ saddle or f loor at door ] �  an ' then you j ust shake it nine times ? )  
Yes , sir . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (835 ) , 1 256 : 1 0 . ] 
4 1 63 . Yuh kin take dere ahamber lye an ' stop it up in a bottle . Evah mawnin ' 

hit de stoppah . It ' ll have yuh so yuh ' ll have gravel stones or can ' t pee - ruin 

HIT BOTTLED URINE - 9 MORNINGS - CAUSES GRAVEL STONES 
yuh dataway . 
(Hit it for nine morn
ings . )  

Nine mawnin ' s .  Jis ' one little lick.  [Waycross , Ga . , (1158) , 1 9 29 : 6 . ] 
4164 . Yuh kin take a person ahamber lye an ' put it in a bottle , an ' put a 

stoppah in it an ' put it intuh a dry place , in a dark place where no air cain ' t 

HIT LOOSE STOPPER OF BOTTLED URINE ONCE DAILY 
FOR 9 DAYS UNT IL STOPPER T IGHTLY IN 

hit it . An ' yuh kin go to dat 
bottle evah day fo ' nine days 
an ' knock on dat stoppah , an ' 

pah an ' drive dat stoppah up . 
(136 6 ) , 2413 : 7 . ] 

de las ' day yuh hit on dat stop
DAT PERSON WILL BUST OPEN . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

4165 . Take now , if yuh go t a girl  an ' 
much undahs tan ' . Yuh git  a little bit  o f  

yuh likes ' er an ' she don ' t l ike yuh 
' er hair . Well , yuh take an ' make her 

HIT 9 TIMES EACH MORNING - 9 DAY S - BOTTLE WITH 
HER HAIR - FINGERNAILS - URINE 

trim ' er fingahnails , an ' take 
a little of  dat fingahnail an ' 
yuh mix it up tuhgethah [with 
the hair ] . An ' if yuh kin , git 
in a bottle - a little vial . 
nine mawnin ' s straight out , an ' 

j is ' a little b it o£  ' er urinate watah an ' put it 
An ' evah mawnin ' yuh open dat bottle an ' thump it 
dat ' ll give her love fo ' yuh . 

(You do this to get the girl ' s love? ) 
Yes sir , ah ' ve tr ied it  mahself . 
(You take the cork out and each morning you thump it . You hit it? ) 
Yassuh ,  nine mawnin ' s .  Yuh hit it nine times evah mawnin ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  

(1182) , 1 99 2 : 8 . ] 
4166 . If anybody put down anythin ' fo ' yuh , anythin ' lak dat , yuh j is ' take 

de ahamber lye an ' po ' it all aroun ' yuh hous e or in diff ' ren ' spots , or some-

HOUSE OUT S IDE CIRCLED WITH URINE PROTECTS 

where yuh think it at . 
Say dat wu z  good fo ' thin ' s lak dat . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1410) , 
2533 : 9 . ] 
4167 . Then again , if you want to harm 

your neighbor , if you want to keep him away from this place , from your home , you 

INCANTAT ION - HIS URINE BOTTLED AND BURIED 
WHERE HE WALKS - DEAD IN 9 DAYS 

j ust go and get a bottle about that 
long . You put your [ his ] wa ter in 
it . You hold it between your fin
gers like that , your two middle fin-

ger s  [ o f  the lef t  hand ] , you ho ld it tight , and you say : Lord, Jesus Christ, your 
Namesake. Then you put the stopper right in . And when you bury it , you bury it 
[ upright ] j ust level with the ground . And IN NINE DAYS THAT WILL TAKE HIM OFF 
THIS EARTH . That stops his water when he steps over it . IF YOU WANT TO TURN H IM  
LOOSE,  YOU HAVE TO TURN HIM LOOSE I N  EIGHT DAYS . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  ( 5 7 ) , by 

INCENSE - WISH - SCRUB STEPS  WITH URINE 
Ediphone . ]  
4168 . Dat stuff yuh talkin ' about 
burnin ' . Ah make a wish an ' ah will 

scrub d e  steps down in ahamber lye an ' dat will draw trade . 
(What do they burn , you say? ) 
Jis ' inc ense .  [ Norfolk,  Va . , (Doator Paul Bowes) , 463 : 3 . ] 
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LYE - URINE - SCRUB 
416 9 . Take ahambeP lye an ' scrub yuh house out , say 
da t ' ll br ing yuh luck.  
(ChambeP lye and what? ) 

An ' Blue Eagle Lye . 
(Blue Eagle Lye , I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 95 ) , 
110 9 : 2 . ] 

LYE - URINE - BURN INCENSE 417 0 .  Burnin ' sensen [ incense ] in yuh house an ' 
ahambeP lye an ' lye . Yuh know , have ahambeP lye an ' 

lye mixed tuhgethah , 
folks pas sin '  in . 

cons tratin ' [ concentrated ] lye . Dat bring luck an ' keep 

An ' burn sen-sen . 
(Keeps the law away? ) 
Sho ' . [As the preced ing and following rites show , ahambeP lye and lye are 

used for scrubb ing . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 941 ) , 1523 : 8 . ] 
4171 . Now yuh kin take da t ur ine an ' burn yuh some incense yuh know . An ' den 

take dat ur ine an ' put chew some lye an ' sugah in it , an ' yuh kin scrub yuh front 

LYE - URINE - SUGAR - BURN INCENSE - " BRING MENS " 
po ' ch wit it , see . Jis ' keep 
it right in front of yuh 
house an ' it  will br ing mens 

intuh yuh home . Really will do it . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 93 6 ) , 1514 : 15 . ] 
417 2 .  An ' den too , j is '  lak if yuh want chure - if yuh husban ' is runnin ' 

aroun ' an ' yuh want ' im tuh s tay at home , why yuh take an ' yuh use one pot an ' 

LYE - URINE - SUGAR - MOP EACH MORNING - FRONT DOOR TO BACK 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER - DO NOT LOOK BACK 

he use anothah , an ' 
yuh put two table
spoons cons itrated 
[ concentrated ] lye 

an ' f o '  tablespoons of sugah in dat ur inate . Yuh see yuh use one pot an ' he use 
anothah . See , yuh both don ' use de same pot . An ' yuh begin at de front do ' an ' 
mop evah mawnin ' from de front do ' tuh de back do ' an ' throw it d irectly ovah 
yore shouldah an ' not look back ovah yuh lef t shoulder - not look back . An ' 
he ' ll git to de place whare he ' ll j is '  hang aroun ' home . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) , 
1520 : 11 . ] 

41 7 3 .  Well , yuh git chew j is '  a med ium-size 
somepin lak dat , a lit tle ovah , an ' f ill it no t 

bot tle dat hold about a gill or 
quite fulla milk . An ' den yuh 

MILK - IN BOTTLE ALMOST FULL - 3 TEASPOONFULS URINE 
TURN BOTTOM UPWARDS TO KEEP HUSBAND HOME 

take two or  three , three 
teaspoonful of ahambeP 
lye , an ' yuh put it in 

an ' turn it ups ide down . An ' dat ' ll keep yore 
dat , an ' take dat bot tle 

husban ' at  home . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(154 9 ) , 281 7 : 6 . ] 

4174 . An ' j is '  lak if  yuh want tuh 
tuh make ' em  come home , if yuh kin git 

MILK OF BLACK COW WITH CALF 
2 TEASPOONFULS IN BOTTLE OF URINE 

IN TRUNK OR OVER DOOR OR 
URINE IN BOTTLE - SUGAR - UPS IDE DOWN 

tahfered wit , an ' turn dat bot tle down 
dere . An ' he will come back . 

git chure man back,  j is '  lak if yuh want 
a chance tuh , git ' is ahambeP lye an ' put 

it intuh a bot tle , an ' don ' have no watah 
in dere , no spit or nuthin . Take dis  
ahambeP lye an ' put it  intuh a bot tle an ' 
put chew a teaspoonful o f  sugah in dere , 
an ' take an ' s top dat up in dat bot tle . 
Put it  somewheres where it cain ' t be in-

lak dat [ demonstrates ] an ' let it s tay 

I f  yuh wanta keep ' im wit yuh , yuh git some o f  ' is ahambeP lye ag ' in - dere 
two or three diff ' r en ' ways dat chew kin do it . Go tuh a cow , if  she ' s a cow 
dat has a young calf , a black cow an ' she ' s  got a cal f . Git chew aroun ' two 



2574 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

teaspoonful o f  dat milk an ' po ' it intuh dat bottl e .  An ' yuh kin keep ' im j is ' 
as fas t ,  j is ' as yuh do de sugah an ' dat ahambeP lye tuhgethah . Put all of  it 
tuhg ethah . Set it a s ide or put it in d e  trunk or put it  up ovah yuh do ' . I t ' s 
all right . Dat will draw ' im  home an ' make him stay der e .  He cain ' t go nowher e .  

(You don ' t d o  that if  he ' s away some p lace? ) 
[No . ] Jis ' [ to ]  keep ' im . All yuh go tta do is tuh keep ' im . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (153 7 ) , 2774 : 10 . ] 
417 5 .  Yo ' kin take a black cow ' s milk - take two 

milk an ' a teaspoonful o f  yuh ahambeP lye an ' put it  

BLACK COW MILK 2 TEASPOONFULS - URINE 1 TEASPOONFUL 
BOTTLE BOTTOM UPWARD - IN CORNER OF HOUSE 

teaspoonful of black cow ' s 
in a bottle , an ' take an ' 

s et hit an ' yuh cain ' t git 
rid of ' im - him or her . 
(Where do you set that? ) 

in one of  de fo ' cornahs o f  yore hous e .  But chew 
do dat ahambeP lye.  

In de cornah of yuh house , 
turn it up j is ' de same way yuh 

(Turn it on its head ? ) 
Yassuh , dat ' s r ight . 
(Whos e  ahambeP lye do you put in there? ) 
Well , if de woman wants ' im , she put her ' n in d ere ; an ' if it ' s de man , he 

put his ' n in dere , s ee .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 154 8 ) , 28 09 : 6 . ] 
4 1 7 6 . Yuh take a p erson ' s ahambeP lye ,  takes seven nails . Yuh put three fo ' 

dat person dat chew wanta use yuh way . Git a C oca-Cola bottle . Jis ' three 

NAILS 7 - IN BOT TLE OF MAN 1 S URINE - 3 WITH POINTS  UP 
NAME HIM - 4 WITH POINTS DOWN I S  WOMAN - TO CONTROL 

yo ' - as a rule yo ' turn dem lak dat in de ahambeP lye .  
wit a cork s toppah r eal tight . 

nails yo ' turn de points 
up - dat ' s de p erson dat 
chew wanta git chure way , 
an ' de fo ' nails dat ' s 

An ' den yuh stop it up 

Den yuh set it in yor e  trunk where it can ' t be seen , or  anywhere roun ' de 
house where it can ' t be seen . 

An ' as long as yuh hol ' dat yuh got dat man . 
(Whos e  ahambeP lye do you put in that bottle , his or  your s ? ) 
His , nobody but ' is . But chew remembah three nails down , name ' em ,  dat ' s de �; an ' de fo ' nails up ,  dat yuh . Dat ' s providin ' it wuz a woman , an ' 1 vidin 1 

it wuz a man . D e  one dat ' s workin ' it  tuh come dere  way ,  dey mus t b e  on top . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 206 ) , 2034 : 3 . ]  

417 7 . De  ahambeP lye - yuh takes dis ahambeP lye an ' put i t  in a j ar an ' git 
chew eight nails . Yo ' turn fo ' of ' em haid down an ' fo ' haid up . De down head 
is de woman , an ' up is de man . Dat will break dem up . Yuh bury it r ight undah 
dey steps where yuh [ they] kin walk ovah it . 

(Well , whose ahambeP lye do you use? ) 
Use d e  man only . I f  yo ' de man ' s wif e ,  use de man only . 
I f  ah has a husban ' an ' , yuh see , he ' s goin ' wit anothah woman . Ah take his 

nuPine an ' put it in a j ar wit eight nails , fo ' nails haid down an ' fo ' up , an ' 

NAILS 8 - IN JAR OF URINE - 4 HEAD UP - 4 HEAD S DOWN 
DOWN HEAD S THE WOMAN - UP HEAD S THE MAN 

WOMAN BURIES THI S UNDER THE OTHER WOMAN 1 S DOORSTEP 

clos e it  up good in a j ar 
tight . 
(What do tho s e  nails rep
resent now , what do they 
represent? ) 

Do s e  fo ' [ down ] de woman an ' do s e  fo ' up represent de man . Yuh take an ' put de 
top on it t ight , s eal it tight , an ' yuh take it an ' go dig a deep hole an ' yuh 
bury it . Den yuh covah it up real good , dat he may leave , go roun ' ' er no mo ' . 
He ' ll  s tay home . 
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(You don ' t call their names o r  anything l ike that? )  
Don ' t call dere  name . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1217 ) ,  207 0 : 7 . ] 
417 8 .  Yo ' kin git ten penny nail s , don ' t chew undahstan ' ,  an' brass pins . 

Yo ' kin put ' em in a bottle wit de urine an ' stop it  up an ' it ' ll set cboo crazy .  

10 PENNY NAIL S - 1 0  BRASS PINS - IN BOTTLED URINE 
BURIED BOTTOM UPWARD 

It ' ll stay in dere an ' yo ' ll 
suf fah clean till dey let 
chao out . Well , dat ' s  mean,  

let  chao out , yo ' got  tuh gi t  somebody 
(Why do they do that ? )  

don ' t chao know. When dey 
[ to help yuh] , don ' t chao undahs tan' . 

Becuz dey ' re mad an ' j ealous o f  yo ' git t in ' along , an ' do so�epin tuh yo ' ,  
don ' t chao know , so dat chao cain ' t have no luck . 

(What do they do with this  bottle? ) 
Dey buries it , buries it  down in de groun ' bottom upwards dey tell me . 

[Richmond , Va . , ( 34 8) , 291 : 5 . ] 
417 9 .  Ah could take yuh name an ' wr ite  it on a piece of  papah an ' soak it in 

chamber lye until dat papah come d i s solved , an ' come heah sometime in de dead 
hours of  de night an ' throw it on yore po ' ch . An ' dat will make yuh move . 

NAME SOAKED IN URINE THROWN ON PORCH 

NAME IN BOTTLE OF URINE - TURN BOTT OM UPWARDS 

(You j us t  write that name on the 
paper once? ) 
Yessuh.  
(You soak it in  your own chamber 
lye ? ) 
Yessuh .  [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 1 54 3 ) , 
299 3 : 3 . ] 
418 0 .  Stop dat u p  an ' run yuh 
crazy , dry yuh up . 
(This chamber lye ? ) 
Yes . 
(How do they stop it up ? )  

name in dere an ' stop i t  up an ' turn it up s ide 
3003 : 11 . ] 

Put it  in de bottle an ' put chur e 
down . [Algiers , La . , (159 7 ) , 

4181 . Dey s top yuh watah . 
(How do they do  tha t ? ) 
See , dey take yuh c hamber lye an ' put it in a bottle . Dey ' ll take yuh chamber 

lye an ' dey ' ll' put it in a bottle , an ' den dey ' ll take an ' put yuh name in dat 

NAME IN YOUR BOTTLED URINE WITH HOT PEPPER 
BURY BOTTOM UPWARD S 

bottle - put i t  in der e .  Den dey ' ll 
take an ' dey ' ll stop dat bottle up 
t ight - tight - t ight . An ' dey ' ll 
git some ho t pepp er an ' put it in 

dat bottle . An ' yuh see , den dey ' ll take an ' stop dat bottle up t ight an ' bury 
dat bottle ups ide down . You see? An ' dat stops yuh watah up - stop yuh from 
peein ' an ' gives yuh a gr ipe from all ways in yuh stomik . An ' yuh can ' t p ee 
good . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 34 ) , 1254 : 5 . ] 

4182 . Yo ' wants a man an ' yo ' wr ite  his name see , nine times . An' yo ' put s 
it  in a bottle o f  chamber lye an ' bury it undahneat ' yuh step s . In nine days 

he ' 11 be back dere . 

NAME 9 T IMES IN BOTTLE OF URINE - BURY UNDER DOORSTEPS 
[ St .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , 
(1052) , 1 7 07 : 6 . ] 
4183 . Yuh kin take dat 
[ urine o f  his ]  an ' write  

his name nine t imes on a piece of papah , right in de same place j is ' nine times , 
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an ' yuh fold it tuh yuh each way . Each way yuh fold i t ,  yuh fold it tuh yuh , an ' 

NAME 9 T IMES ON PAPER - FOLD TO YOU EACH WAY 
PUT WITH URINE IN PERFUME BOTTLE - BOTTOM UPWARDS 

yuh put it in dat chambah lye 
an ' yuh put it in a perfume 
bottle an ' turn it on its 
haid . An ' long as dat piece 

of  papah wettin ' ' im down dataway , why yuh ' ll nevah git shet of ' im . 
(Now , you mean writing his name nine times , you keep writing right over it? ) 
Right in dat same place . Jis ' lak yo ' wr ite it right dere [ demons trates ] . 

Well go right back an ' write it  r ight dere ag ' in , nine t imes in dat same one 
place . Den yuh fold it tuh yuh an ' each way yuh fold it tuh yuh - �ach time yuh 
fold , why yuh j is ' fold it tuh yuh . 

(You fold it like this [ I  demonstrate] . Then you fold the little corners 
here and fold it  there . )  

Yeah , j is ' lak disaway [ d emons trates ] .  Fold it tuh yuh . Den yuh turn roun ' 
an ' fold it de othah s ide , den yuh fold d is cornah tuh yuh , an ' den yuh turn 
roun ' an ' yuh fold dat c ornah tuh yuh , yuh see . Eithah way yuh fold it , j is ' 
fold i t  tuh yuh . An ' den yuh put it in a perfume bottle an ' turn it on de haid , 
turn dat little bottle on its haid . An ' long as dat ' s we ttin ' 'im down , why 
yuh ' ll nevah git shet of  ' im . 

[ HERE IS A UNIQUE RAND (see p . 51 9 f . ) .  THE MAN ' S CAPTURED SP IRIT (s e e  p . 24 f . ) ,  
HIS NAME ,  IS FED (see p . 5 7 8 )  BY HIS URINE , ANOTHER PART OF HIS SPIRIT (see p . 2 1 ,  
No . 24 ) . ]  [ Little Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) , 145 9 : 12 . ] 

4184 . [More ca l ling rites will be found later under SHAKING BOTTLED URINE . ] 
Well ,  in d e  night when yo ' go tuh baid , ah wouldn ' t use no slop j ah [ j ar ]  at 

all , see . Jes ' lak ah wanta trick a gal , ah would let she [ not her ] urinate 

NAME OF WOMAN CALLED BY MAN HOLDING HER BOTTLED URINE 
WHEN SHE ANSWERS - HE CORKS UP HER VOICE 

intuh dat j ah ,  see . Ah ' d 
git  me a b o t tle an ' ab'li 
put some her ur inate in 
it , see . Dat ' s all ah 

want , de urinate , an ' ah don ' wan ' nuthin else . Ah ' ll git dat ur inate an ' put 
it intuh a little vial bottle . An ' af tah ah git de urinate , ah ' ll call ' er an ' 
ah ' ll git ' er vo ice . Git ' er voice an ' ' er urinate in dat bottle . An 1 when ah 
call ' er an ' she answah , why ah ' ll j es ' put dat s toppah in dat bottle . An ' why? 
Ah got ' er ur inate an ' ' er voice , see . An ' she can ' t j es ' lef t me fer nuthin in 
de wor ld . [While machine turned o f f , informant tells about care o f  bottle . ] 

(And you carry that around?  Tote it around? ) 
OR YO ' KIN LEAVE IT AT HOME , BE ALL RIGHT ; EITHAH TOTE IT AROUN ' WIT CHEW . 

IF YO ' TOTE IT AROUN ' , WHY SHE ' LL HOUND JOO TUH DEATH . SEE , IT BES ' TUH LEAVE 
IT AT HOME . [Charleston , S .  Car . , (511) , 5 7 5 : 7 . ] 

418 5 .  See , yo ' kin take a man ' s chamber lye ,  yo ' undahs tan ' me , an ' yo ' kin 
put it in a bottle , an ' yo ' kin git ' if  lef ' -foot track , an ' yo ' kin git  j es ' a 
little t iny b it o f  powdah ' d alum an ' put dat in dere , an ' yo ' kin git  a tab le

SHE CALLS MAN ' S NAME WHILE HOLDING HIS BOTTLED URINE 
LEFT FOOT TRACK - TABLESPOONFUL OF HER URINE - ALUM 
HE ANSWERS - SHE STOPS UP HIS VOICE - BURY AT ST EPS 

in one room an ' le t ' im be in ano thah , an ' yo ' could 
swah yo ' , j es ' stop it up tight . An ' bury it tuh de 
steps , an ' dat will always keep ' im wit chew. 

spoonfulla yores . 
(Of your what? ) 
Of  yore - yo ' undahs tan ' 
me , yeah , o f  yuh chamber 
lye . An ' yo ' could step 

call ' im . An ' when he an
back steps or de front 

Ah know dat mahsel ' [mysel f ] . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259) , 213 6 : 4 . ] 
4 18 6 . Ah know , conf id entially [ don ' t tell this to anyone ] ,  dat chew kin take 

de toenails an ' f ingahnails an ' put ' em toge thah wit chure own chamber lye ;  an '  
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put chure own ahamber Zye , an ' put it 
bo ttle . Yuh trim yuh f ingahnails an ' 

in a bottle . Firs ' it mus ' be a clean 
den yuh toenails an ' yuh put ' em  in an ' 

CALL NAME OF LOVED ONE WHILE HOLDING BOTTLE OF 
OWN URINE AND TOENAILS AND FINGERNAILS 

BLOW ANSWERING VOIC E INTO BOTTLE AND CORK IT 

let ' em  stay in dere . Den j oo 
begin tub name d e  person dat 
choo love , call 'em so dey will 
answah . When dey answah , why 
yuh have d e  stoppah open a 

crack so yuh kin fas ten it right out , yuh 
BREATH IN IT . An ' st ick de stoppah right 
will be yuh frien � . 

know , an ' [he blows ] DEY BLEWS DE 
back an ' seal it right tight . An' dat 

(That will be your friend . I see , such as get t ing a woman or a man . With a 
man? ) 

Yes . [ Charles ton , s. Car . , (514 , Doator Glover , see p . 2 258 ) , 5 9 6 : 4+8 5 . ]  
418 7 .  Me , fo ' mahself , dis whut wu z  tol ' me tub do : tub git two needles , two 

bran ' -new needles , an ' put ur ine in de bottle , mine . Put i t  in a li ' le bottle 

NEEDLES 2 - NEW - IN BOTTLE OF URINE WITH 
RED PEPPER - SALT - SPICE - WEAR FOR JOB 

' bout dat long , j is '  big enough tub 
hol ' dem needles , yuh know , an ' - ah 
kin go an ' git dat an ' show it tub 
yuh where it ' s  r igh t dere now in mah 

trunk , ah kin show yuh - dat [ 2  needles and urine in bottle]  an ' same red peppah 
an ' some salt an ' some spice . An ' put it all in a bottle an ' s top it up tight , 
an ' wear it on yuh . Dey said da ' chew go tub any man or  any woman an ' secure a 
j ob ,  see . Well dat somepin tub git money . 

(WHO TOLD YOU THIS ? )  
SOME OLE FORTUNETELLAH FELLAH DAT HANG AROUN ' MAH HOUSE RIGHT - SEE AH LIVE 

UP DE HILL DERE . 
(DID IT HELP YOU ? )  
NAW , AH DON ' T SEE DAT I T  BENEFIT ME ANYTHING . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (2 6 2 ) , 

2 58 : 2 . ] 
4188 . Now dis is about six needles - three needles up and three down , see 

[ d emons trates ] .  
(You put three up l ike that and three up like that - I mean down . Or do you 

put them l ike this [ I  mus t have demons trated ] ? ) 

NEEDLES 6 
3 UP AND 3 DOWN 

Three up an ' three down [ d emonstrates ] .  
(One ' s  up and one ' s  down , one ' s  up and one ' s down , and so on . ) 
[ The needles are alternately up and down . ] 
S ee ,  yuh turn three point up an ' den down , an ' yuh takes some 

of de hair out chure haid an ' yuh put i t  in de bottle - a glass  bottle . Yuh 
buys some perfume , put ab out dat much in dere , yuh see ; I mean full enough tub 
covah dat - de ha id [ and point s ]  of dem needles . An ' yuh take yuh toenails an ' 
put dat down in , den yuh take some of de ha ir from down below an ' yuh watah . 

(And your water on both . ) 
Yes , yuh puts some of  de watah in dat an ' mix dat wit da t cologne . Yuh kin 

bury dat . Yuh buries it right about three or four inches in de groun ' . When 
dat bottle work out de groun ' , when dat bottle will bus ' [bust ] ,  dey s top comin ' . 
Da t person gone . 

(Where do you bury this ? )  
Yuh buries it right aroun ' d e  s teps , de same samep in like what ah tole yuh 

while ago . 
(Well , will this bottle come up out of  the ground ? )  

Yes , dey work out d e  groun ' . Yuh see , somep in like when it  rain , work outa 
de groun ' . See , work up . Some days dey work up dat much [demons trates ] .  See , 
s tick de haid up , d e  stoppah , an ' keep aworkin ' up an ' git dat much out de groun ' . 
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An ' d en d e  b o t tle shoot up at a cer tain t ime when [ something ] an ' bottle bus ' . 
D e  man gone . 

(Well , who se hair and stuf f do you put in that b o t t le? ) 
His , his ' cuz he ain ' t buyin ' any whiskey . See , whils t  he ' s  sleep in ' , she is 

playin ' aro un ' . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 04 ) , 5 53 : 2 . ] 
4 18 9 . Ah heard dat i f  yuh man wuz 

NEEDLES 9 - KEPT IN WOMAN ' S  CHAMBERPOT runnin ' about , could take de ahamber 
lye an ' put nine needles in yuh cham-

b er an ' pee ovah ' em ,  make wa tah ovah d em .  
(Tha t  will stop him from running about . You leave them there? ) 

Yessuh . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1451) , 2 6 36 : 13 . ] 
4 1 9 0 . Wit d e  chamb er lye , ah tell yuh whut d ey do wit dat . Yuh take nine 

new needles an ' a per son ' s  ahamber lye an ' yuh stop it up in a bottle , an ' yuh 
turn de b o t tle neck up
s id e  down an ' bury it . 

9 NEEDLES - IN BOTTLE OF URINE BURIED BO TTOM UPWARD S D ey ' ll surely d ie .  [ Sum
ter , s. Car . , ( 1348) , 
2 3 30 : 1 2 . ] 

9 NEEDLES IN BOTTLE STOPPER 419 1 .  D ey say take a 
URINE - HA IR - PENNY FROM MAN needle , a goldeye needle , 

an ' s t ick it in de stoppah 
of a bot tle . But yuh g o t ta 

axe d i s  cer tain somebody f o ' a p enny , if yuh want ' em  tuh give yuh some money , 
see . An ' take d i s  p enny an ' his hair out de top of ' is head , an ' put dis hair 
in dat b o t tle an ' a penny , an ' use some of ' is ur inate an ' keep dat . Stick nine 
goldeye needles in dat stoppah , an ' dat ' ll make ' e  [ = he = him] give yuh money . 
But yuh go t ta git dat penny from ' im .  

(But you put your own [ his ] ur ine in the b o t t le? ) 
Yes . 
(But you get tha t  penny from the man? ) 
Yeah , from who yuh want de money . 
(You j us t  keep this b o t tle? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1 2 0 2) , 211 9 : 6 . ] 
4 19 2 .  Breakin ' nine needles - take nine needles an ' b r eak ' em  an ' put ' em  

intuh dat - down intuh i t , don ' t chew undahstan ' ,  in yuh ahamber lye . It j is '  

9 BROKEN NEEDLES - IN BOTTLE OR JAR OF URINE 
MILK - SUGAR - KNIFE BLADE - BURY - CAU SES STOMACH PAINS 

lak if yuh ' d  dr ink 
[milk ] . Now , yuh 
kin take milk an ' 
dr ink i t  an ' put 

sugah in i t , an ' take a knife b lade an ' s t ir it , yuh ' ll have de s t omikache from 
dat knif e  b lade . Well , yuh ' ll always b e  ahur t in ' , always b e  a [ in ]  pain , all de 
time . Evah time yuh look aroun ' yuh will complain of a pain , but i t  b e ' s  in de 
same place - i t  nevah moves . 

(And then this ahamber lye , you put it in something t o  hold i t , don ' t you? ) 
Yes , b o t tle . 
[ Long pause . ]  
(Well , go on , put i t  in the b o t tle there [ informant demonstrating ] , and then 

you put these knives [ this knife b lad e ]  and needles in i t . )  
In the bot tle . 
(What do you do with that , then? ) 

Yo ' j is '  bury it , d e  b o t tle , in de ground an ' nobody knows . ' G it chew a round 
stick , yuh know , an ' dig yuh a hole an ' bury it r ight in der e .  

( I  see . Tha t  will g ive the per son pains in his stomach . )  
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Yes sir . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 54 2 ) , 67 0 : 4 . ] 
4193 . She take her husban ' urinate an ' she put it  in a bottle an ' she put 

nine needles wit it an ' she stopped dat up an ' she put it in de bed where he wuz 

9 NEEDLES - IN HIS BOTTLED URINE - LET HIM SLEEP ON 
9 NIGHTS - BURY UNDER STEPS - TO KEEP "UNDAH HER FEET" 

sleepin ' at fo ' nine 
nights . An ' af tah dem 
nine nights she take it 
an ' she bury it undah de 

steps , an ' she d id dat tuh keep ' im at home an ' so he won ' go wit no one else but 
' er . An ' she say he stayed undah ' er feet so much until she wanta let it go . 

Yes , he stayed undah ' er fe e t  all de time an ' d idn ' t go wit no one else  but 
' er . Dat whut she d id it fo ' . He stayed at home all de time . She did it tuh 
s top ' im from runnin ' roun ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 2403 : 8 . ] 

4194 . Dey kin put i t  in a vasoline bottle . 
(This chamber lye . ) 
Yes . Dey gits nine shots  - yuh know , lead sho t s , an ' nine bran ' -new needles . 

Yuh put one of dose shots  in wit de needle down dere , d e  head down , wit ano thah 

9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 LEAD SHOT - ALTERNATE 
IN STOPPED UP BOTTLE OF URINE 

sho t  den , until yuh git all of dem 
nine in  dere . An ' stops it up in dere 
in dat vasoline bottle , an ' den dey 
keep it  straight up . Put it in a da ' k 

[ dark ]  closet . 
601 ) , 7 7 9 : 3 . ] 

Dat suppo sed tuh hold yuh husban ' . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 600 or 

419 5 . A three ounce bo ttle will hold three ounces . Yuh put three tablespoon
ful o f  ur ine in d is bottle . Yuh put de contents of  one bottle of  Hearts Co logne 

9 NEEDLES - 9 SPICE - 3 TABLE SPOONFULS URINE 
H�RTS COLOGNE - LODE STONE - INCANTATION 

yuh see dat ' s tuh d ispo se of de 
urine odor . An ' yuh put a piece 
of lodes tone de size of a pea in 
dis . Yuh put nine small needles 

in dat bottle an ' if yuh are angry wit me - j is ' like now [ if ]  ah made yuh angry 
wit me , yuh git nine grains of  spice an ' drop in dat bottle [with this ] an ' say , 
"Well , ah want chew tuh always be pleased wit me , it is no t my desire tuh have 
eiiemres . 11 Dat per son will immediately git in good humor wit yuh de very nex ' 
t ime yuh see dem .  Dey will meet yuh wit a pleasant smile . 

Well now ,  no t only dat , yuh kin put nine grains of spice in dere , if de boss 
is de only one dat is angry wit yuh .  Dat works f or dat one person . Well , maybe 
yuh do dat dis mawnin ' , an ' it might be a week latah dat someone else will g i t  
angry w i t  yo ' . 

Well now , let me tell yuh about a lady livin ' on South Union Street in Mont
gomery [Ala . ] .  Well , at one time ah had a [ l ittle trouble with a woman] an ' d is 
woman she wuz very angry wit me , an ' ah had heard about d i s  [ hoodoo ] woman , an ' 
a woman to le me , said , "If  yuh go tuh dat woman , she sure goin ' tuh tell yuh j is '  
whut tuh do . "  An ' evahthin ' worked out all right . She [ hoodoo woman] said , 
"Dis woman will no t appear in co ' t ag ' ins t chuh . "  Well , ah d idn ' t har ' ly believe 
it , but ah j is ' thought ah would go on anyway . But de woman wuz one of de wors t  
enemies ah  had . I went tuh d is [ hoodoo ] woman an ' she fixed dis  bot tle fo ' me -
tole me tuh f ix i t  an ' tole me j is ' as ah have to le j oo .  Tole me tub drop de 
spice in dere , an ' ah d id dat . Dis is true : Dis woman came ovah tub mah bouse 
' bout a half  an hour b efo ' co ' t an ' she tole me , she says , "Ah ' m  no t goin ' tuh 
court ag 1 ins t yuh or no one else . I t  j is ' came tuh me dat ah ' d  be doin '  de wrong 
thin ' . Ah ' m no t goin ' do it . "  Den ah know it wuz workin ' . [Mob ile , Ala . , (650) , 
8 68 : 3 . ] 

419 6 .  Git some o f  ' is urinate an ' git ' er nine needles - goldeye needles -
an ' nine spices . Put i t  in dere an ' nine c innamons , ah mean cloves . Stop i t  up 
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9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES - 9 ALLSP IC E - 9 CLOVES - HIS URINE 
BOTTLED - UP S IDE DOWN UNDER HER BACK DOORSTEP 

an ' turn it bottom up
wards an ' bury it undah 
de back do ' s tep . If she 

dat would draw ' im back , an ' den when yuh [ he ]  walk 
keep comin ' back . 

could git ' im ,  yuh know 
ovah it once or twice ,  he ' ll 

(Jus t what do you put in that bottle now? ) 
Yuh put nine goldeye needles an ' nine grains o f  cloves , an ' nine sp ice . Yuh 

know , cloves an ' sp ice [ allspic e ]  is diff ' ren ' , but it ' s  all about de same , yuh 
know . Put nine of each : nine needles , nine cloves an ' nine sp ic e . 

(What else do you put in that bottle? ) 
De urinate . 
(Whose? Yours ? )  
His . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1255) , 2127 : 5 . ]  
4197 . [The preceding rite i s  here rep eated 23 informants later : ]  
Take dey nurinate an ' put it  in a little bottle an ' put nine spices an ' nine 

cloves an ' nine goldeye needles an' s top it up an ' dig a hole underneat ' de back 
do ' step an ' bury it , an ' dat will draw ' em  to yuh . 

(Whos e  urine do you put in there? ) 
Yuh kin put de othah person ' s in der e .  
(What if you can' t g e t  i t ? ) 
Well , dere some way dey is - lak if it ' s  a friend or somp in o f  yuhs . 
(They get it  for you . ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (1278) , 2174 . ]  
4198 . Yuh kin take a person chambeP lye an ' put nine b rass p ins in it - any

body chambeP lye - kin put nine brass p ins in it  an ' put it intuh a dry place 
where it  will be air

9 BRASS PINS - URINE BOTTLED - DARK PLAC E - STOMACH PAINS t ight , where no light 
can ' t hit it , an ' as 

long as dat p ins an ' dat chambeP lye is s topped up in dat 
ways comp lain of pains in dere stamick . 

bottle , dat p erson al-

(That gives them s tomach pains . )  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (136 6 ) , 2418 : 8 . ]  
4 1 9 9 . Dey night watah , uh-huh , an ' po ' it  in a bottle . Put about nine new 

needles or nine new p ins in it an ' co ' k  [ cork] dat bottle up an ' yuh ' l l  be pinin ' 

9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 NEW P INS 
URINE IN BOTTLE 

9 NEEDLES - 9 NEW PINS - URINE 
BOTTLE BURIED BOTTOM UPWARD S 

'!JJay ti ll yuh daid, if dey don ' t go an ' uns top 
dat bot tle . 
(You put either the needles or the p ins ? ) 

Nine of each or nine of any one of ' em - de nine. 
[F lorence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 219 0 : 3 . ] 
4 200 . D ey takes dat [ urine] an ' dey ' ll s top it  
up . D ey puts nine needles , lod estone , nine 
bran ' -new p ins , an ' den dey ' ll stop dat up . 

Even mayb e dey ' ll bury it in 
it  bottom up . 

de groun ' an ' turn it bottom up - seals it an ' turns 

(Do this with this water , this urine? ) 
Yuh urinate - yuh urinate watah . 
(What will that do ? ) 
Well , dey say dat hold ' s  de man - holds ' im , yuh know . 
(Hold the man , I see . ) [ New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1205 : 7 . ]  
4 2 01 . Ah heard dat chew kin take nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' some p iece of  

' is , or  ' er chambeP lye an ' put it in a bottle . An ' turn de - j is '  put one p in 
dis way an ' put one needle de same way , an ' one need le up , p ' int up , an ' one p in 
de p ' int up , ins tead of  git de nine needles . But chew mus ' put de p ' int of de 
haid of  de p in down an ' de head of  de need le down f irs t ,  an ' de p ' int up of d e  
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9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - PO INT S  ALTERNATED UP - IN BOTTLE 
HER URINE - IN CLO SET OR CLO SE PLACE - KEEPS HIM HOME 

needles an '  de pins , un
til yuh git de whole nine 
needles in dere , an ' s top 
it up . An' take dat an ' 

set it in a close place - in d e  closet or any place lak dat . Dat v111 keep ' fm  
home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1365 ) , 2 410 : 10 . ] 

4 20 2 . Dey ' ll take dat urine an ' dey ' ll put it in a bottle an ' dey ' ll apply 
cinnamay [ c innamon] powdah tuh dat urine , mixin ' dat an ' de urine , sugah , nine 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - CINNAMON - SUGAR - URINE 
BOTTLED - BURY WHERE PERSON WALKS 

needles an ' nine p ins . Bury dat 
wher e de ind ividual pa s s  at an ' 
dat ' ll keep ' em  accus tomary goin '  
nowhere . When de sun i s  down , 

dey min ' [mind ] no t care whut kinda powdah dey b e  in . I t ' d  make ' em  very home 
[ s ick] , dere min ' will ref er back home whensomevah de sun go down , regardl es s of 
how gran ' de par ty b e ,  yuh can ' t keep ' em  f rom home . [ New Orleans , La . , (87 9 ) , 

9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 NEW PINS - HAIR - URINE 
1445 : 11 . ] 
4 203 . Dey git a hold of some of yuh 
hair an ' git  some of yuh watah wi t 

it , an ' put dat in a b o t t l e ,  an ' dey git  a hold of  nine new needl es an ' nine new 
pins , an ' cork de bottle up , an ' dey bury dat anywhere where yuh walk along , an ' 
da t will run yuh crazy . [Hamp ton , Va . ,  ( 28 ) , by Ed iphone . ] 

4 204 . Dey cud [ could ] take yore track up , yuh know , an ' dey cud use yuh watah 
an ' some of yuh hair , from undah here an ' also below here , an ' take nine new 
needles an ' nine [ new] pins , an ' s top it up in a bottle an ' put it a t  chure head 

9 NEW NEEDLE S - 9 NEW PINS 
HAIR PRIVATE - FOOT TRACK 
URINE - ALL IN BOTTLE 
UNDER HEAD OF BED WHERE HE SLEEP S 

thin ' dey do an ' anythin ' yuh got . 
(To the man or to the woman? ) 

an ' dey cud have yuh like dat . 
(At your head? ) 

An ' let yuh sl eep on it . 
(And how would it harm you? What way will 
it harm you? ) 
Wal , it j is '  make yuh j is '  stay an ' take any
Yuh j is '  bring it an ' give it tuh dem . 

Tuh de woman . Jis ' like if yuh got a woman an ' she t ' inks yuh runnin ' roun ' -
yuh know , sompin like dat . 

(Fix you with your ha ir ? ) 
Uh-huh . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (5 21) , 6 23 : 1 . ] 
4 205 . Yuh know , yuh kin take a man ' s  watah an ' yuh stop it  up in a bottle 

an ' tote it . Yuh put nine needles an ' nine grains of c innamon - er [ I  mean] 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 1 DOWN AND 1 UP 
9 ALLSPICE - MAN ' S  URINE 

ALL IN BOTTLE - HANG IN CORNER 

mixed spice,  allspice dey call it , in 
a bottl e .  
(You put j ust nine grains of  allspic e . ) 
Nine grains of all spic e an ' nine gold eye 
needles , nine pins . Turn de nine needles 

one down an ' one up , one down an ' one up , an ' de p ins de same way . An ' den yuh 
take an ' hang dat up somewhere back in a cornah where he won ' t find it . An ' he 
can ' t fool wi t no othah woman - stop it  airt ight an ' he can ' t fool wi t no othah 
woman . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1 255 or 1 2 5 6 ) , 2128 : 5 . ] 

4206 . Dey say yuh kin take ahambeP ly e .  Jis ' lak dis yuh sweetheart , yuh 
kin take yuh sweetheart ' s  ahambeP lye an ' yuh ahambeP lye an ' put it both tuh

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 9 NAILS - HIS AND HER URINE 
gethah an ' git chew nine 
needles an ' nine p ins an ' 
nine nails , bran ' -new nails , 

an ' bury it undah de bot tom of yuh foo t s t ep [doorstep ]  or eithah undah de bot tom 
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of yuh Lacks teps . Or eithah , if yuh don ' t wanta bury it undah der e ,  it ' s  all 
r ight . If yuh wanta put it in de  room anywheres it ' s  all right , but it ' s  bettah 
tuh bury it . An ' dat ' ll make dem come home , an ' love yuh very much . [ Savannah , 

Ga . ,  (1260) , 2139 : 8 . ] 
NEEDLES 1 1  - DAYS 11 4 20 7 .  Well , yuh take it [ ur ine] an ' stop it , stop it 

t ight wit ' leven needles an ' bury it . In ' leven days he 
can ' t do his watah . [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) 1 1583 : 3 . ] 

4 208 . Dat stop ' is bladdah . D ey takes ' is ur ine an ' put it 
in a bottle an ' let it stay stopp ed up in dere nine days an ' 

9 DAYS OLD URINE bury it turnt down . [Memphis , Tenn . , (948 ) , 15 28 : 7 . ] 
4209 . Cuz a person tuh swell up wit dere wa tah . 
(How would they do that? ) 

D ey put i t  in anythin ' air tight an ' stop i t  up fa ' nine days , an ' den a per son 
begin tuh swell up . 

(Stop it up for nine days , then wha t do they do with that ? )  
Say i t  will caus e a person tuh swell up . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1168 ) , 1974 : 6 . ] 
4 210 . An ' d e  same if yuh owe a deb t .  If ah owe a deb t ,  prob ' ly mahs elf wit 

a man , a furnitur e man , an ' ah have no money fa ' ' im  an ' ah don ' t want ' im  tuh 

9 DAYS OLD URINE - RED DEVIL LYE - RED PEPPER - BEFORE 6 A . M .  
SPRINKLED AT DOOR - AGAINST RENT MAN AND OTHERS 

come der e ,  well 
ah us ely [usual
ly] see ' em  take 
de stuf f yuh call 

chamber Zye an ' like dat . Well , yuh hold da t stuf f so many days - think yuh sup
posed tuh hold it nine days until i t  git strong , an ' yuh take dat out in de  y�rd , 
r ight wher e yuh [rent man] got ' a  come along , an ' put nine [ spoonfuls? ] of de Red 
D evil Lye in it at de same time an ' use dis red cayenne p epper . Well , yuh take 
an ' throw dat r ight down in front of yuh door , but yuh not supposed tuh put i t  
o u t  i n  d e  day - supposed tuh b e  put in de  mawnin ' .  Say , if  yuh put it out in de  
mawnin ' ,  supposed tuh b e  der e  befo ' six a ' clock . An ' den yuh sprinkle dis stuf f 
all aroun ' in front dere , at  yuh ga t e ,  what evah is der e .  If de  law or anythin ' 
come d er e 1 why somet ime dey may stop an ' look but dey keep on by . D e  same way 
it is wit d e  r ent man or somep in . Thin ' s is pretty tough [ dur ing the Great D e
press ion] an ' he knows how it ' s  tough or somp in like dat . Well , when he come 
d er e ,  yuh don ' t come . Sometime he pass on b y .  He won ' t stop . [Vicksburg , 

9 MORNINGS - THROW URINE UNDER STEP S 
Mis s . , ( 742) , 1011 : 6 . ]  
4 211.  Why yuh kin take yuh chamber Zye 
an ' - j is '  lak someone put down somp in 

tuh plant somp in roun ' yuh steps - yuh kin take yuh chamber Zye an ' throw it 
undah yuh step fa ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' dey can ' t huPt chuh dat way . [ Waycro ss , 

9 MORNINGS - URINATE ON IT 
Ga . , (117 2 ) , 19 78 : 5 . ] 
4 21 2 .  If yuh got a boy in New York - if ah wuz a 
woman - see ,  an ' yuh want him back heah . She take 

his shir t tail , if yuh kin git hold of a p iec e of ' is shir t , see,  yuh cut de  
shir t tail off an ' put  it in  de bo t t le an ' urinate on it fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  Fa ' 
nine mawnin ' s  do dat . An ' he ' ll come back home . 

(Then wha t do  you do with that bot tle? ) 
Dat bot tle? Use  d e  bottle tuh put de  thin ' s - see ,  de shirt tail in . 
(Af ter you do all that , wha t do you do with the bottle? ) 
Well , ah br ing d e  bottle back an ' r inse i t  out an ' keep i t  fa ' de nex ' time .  
(Thought you said you buried that bot tle? ) 
[This mus t have been sa id before recording began . ] 

Yeah , ah bury d e  bottle . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1263) , 2145 : 10 . ] 
4213 . Dat ' s  bad . Yuh take nine drop s of dat an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop 
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it  up an ' it  will run yuh clean crazy . 

9 DROPS OF URINE BOTTLED 
(Nine drops of ahambeP lye . )  
Put it in any woman ' s per iod . 
Yuh undahs tan ' about de ahambeP lye . Yuh j is ' put it 

in a little b ottle ' b out dat big - about nine drops , an ' s top it up r ight tight . 
(What do you do with it? ) 
Jis ' hold it or chunk it any place yuh want tuh . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1334 ) , 

24 01 : 1 . ]  
4 214 . She kin git some of  ' is 

me dat  dey kin go an ' git some of  
urine , dat ' ll be his watah , see , an ' dey tell 
d is HeaPts PePfume , 25¢ a bot tle , an ' put ' er 

9 DROPS OF HEARTS PERFUME - HIS URINE - IN BOTTLE 
CENTER OF HER BEDTICK 9 DAYS - KEEP S HIM HOME 

nine drops in dat  an ' keep 
it right de middle part o f  
' er bed [a  qu incunx ] ,  d e  
bed tick yuh see , fo ' nine 

days . An ' dat ' ll keep ' im from runnin ' aroun ' . He s tay at home den mo ' den 
evah . He won ' t wanta leave home . She can ' t hardly leave him . She tell him 
sometime , why don ' t he go out s omewhere .  He tells ' er ,  "No , ah don ' t wanta go , 
want tuh s tay here wit chew . " Yes tahday he been goin ' all de time , see , night 
an ' day . A ole lady showed me dat ab out thir teen or fo ' teen years ago . [ S t . 
Petersburg , Fla . , (101 2 ) , 1 6 38 : 1 . ] 

4 21 5 . A woman kin do de same thin ' , j is '  
' er .  Well , she kin git a piece of yuh shir t 

lak she want me an ' ah don ' t want 
an ' tie it in nine knots an ' put it 

in ' er watah , her MPinate watah , 
an ' let it s tay in dere fo ' three 
mornin ' s .  If she kin git d em  
nine kno ts back into mah pocket 

9 KNOTS T IED BY WOMAN IN MAN ' S SHIRT - IN HER 
URINE 3 MORNINGS - THEN HIDDEN IN HIS CLOTHES 

or in some of  mah clothses , dat will draw me an ' ' er back tuhgethah . [ Brunswick ,  

NORTH CORNER OF DOORSTEP - BOTTLED URINE HIDDEN 
Ga . ,  (118 8 ) , 2005 : 5 . ] 
4 21 6 . Dey takes de ahambeP lye 
an ' s top it up in a bottle an ' 

bury it  undah de s teps of de house a t  de no ' th corner an ' dat , yo ' know, s tops 
dere watah an ' all . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1541 ) , 27 8 7 : 2 . ]  

4 21 7 . Dey say dey kin take dat , dis  ahambeP lye , take dat an ' put it in a 
bottle , cork it up tight an ' bury it  in de no ' th s ide of de house . 

NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE - BURY BOTTLED URINE 
(What will that do? ) 
Dey say dat wo uld cuz , would put ovah 
[ accomplish] whatevah dey desire tuh 

do wit chuh . Whatevah dey wanta do , say dat would carry yuh in dat work . [Way

OIL OF C INNAMON - LYE - URINE 
cross , Ga . ,  (116 2) , 193 7 : 11 . ] 
4 218 . Well , yuh kin git  dis ahambeP lye an ' oil 
of c innamon an ' lye an ' scrub yuh house each an ' 

evah mawnin ' an ' dat br ings luck tuh yuh house j is '  a s  yo ' s  - whut yuh ' all 
desire . [Memphis , Tenn . , (949 ) , 1 5 31 : 5 . ] 

4219 . Go tuh de drug s to ' , if yuh want aplenty customahs . Jes ' lak when yuh 
us e yuh slopbucket at night an ' have yuh urinate in dere . Git chew a d ime of oil 

O IL OF C INNAMON - RED DEVIL LYE - URINE 
SCRUB FRONT PORCH FOR CUSTOMERS 

of cinnamon an ' a ten- cent can of Red 
Devil Lye , an ' yore ur inate . Mix it  
in de bucket an ' let somebody scour yuh 
front porch wit it , an ' plenty customah 

come in tuh yuh - be comin ' dere evah day . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (121 0) , 2045 : 6 . ] 
4 2 2 0 .  ChambeP lye is fo ' success .  Dey put it in de watah dat  chew mop yuh 

flo ' s  wit . Put ahamb eP lye an ' put sugah in de watah an ' oil of c innamon ,  an ' 
scrub yuh flo ' s .  Start a t  chure front do ' an ' scrub on back in de house . Scrub 
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OIL OF CINNAMON - URINE - SUGAR 
START AT FRONT DOOR - BACK INTO HOUSE 

yuh do ' facin ' s an ' all , wash ' em  down .  
I f  yuh g o t  varnish do ' s  an ' yuh cain ' t 
scrub ' em , why yuh j is ' spr inkle ' em ;  but 
yuh scrub yuh f lo ' s wit it , mop ' em  yuh 

know lak dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 938 ) , 1517 : 1 9 . ] 
4 2 21 .  Mo stly dey uses dere in houses in dere watah [ ur ine ] , whut ar e used 

f o ' men . Whut ah mean , sech as de wa sh watah . Wa sh watah are used an ' only one 

OIL OF PENNYROYAL - URINE - ORDINARY WATER - FOR MEN 
oil is supposed tuh be 
used intuh it . See , dat ' s 
de oil of pennyroyal , an ' 

f lo '  is supposed tuh be scrubbed wit it . De balance of de watah is tuh be po ' ed 
in front o f  d e  do ' . Dat is tuh continue of mens goin ' - comin ' backward an ' fo ' -
ward s .  

(That is to keep the men coming . )  
Jes ' keep ' em  comin ' backward s an ' fo ' ward s ,  mens , see de room whut dis watah 

is come out of . Dis wa shin ' an ' de ur ine watah is all used tuhgethah tuh scrub 
de house wit ,  yuh know. [Norfolk ,  Va . , (456 , Doator England , see p . l38 6f . ) ,  
44 2 : 4 . ] 

4 2 2 2 . Af tah , dey take de pennies an ' dey put it 
in de mawnin '  befo ' de sunrise , ah ' ve seen ' um  back 

in yuh ahamber lye , an ' den 
[ give power to? ] dey ahamber 

lye an ' de pennie s .  Dey 
put s ten pennie s in dere 
an ' den dey make a wish , 

PENNIES 1 0  - BEFORE SUNRISE - DROP INTO YOUR URINE 
SAY 3 TIMES "AH WISH YO ' D  GO AWAY" THROW IN DIRECTION SUN WILL RISE "Ah wi sh yo ' d  go  away , ah 

wish yo ' d  go away , ah wi sh 
yo ' d  go away . "  See? An ' den dey ' d  take dat an ' throw it j is '  where de sun would 
rise an' event ly [ eventually ]  dey ' d go away . [ Jacksonville , F la . , (560) , 69 6 : 3 . ] 

4 2 2 3 . D ey say d ey kin take a man ' s watah an ' put it in a Coaa Co la bottle , 
an ' dey kin go tuh de drug sto ' an ' g it d i s  stuf f in de drug sto ' called Fo ' get

PERFUME FORGET-ME-NOT - BOTTLED WITH URINE 
Me-Not [perfume ] an ' dey kin put it 
in dat watah , an ' bury dat bottle 
in de yard an ' dat man will set 

roun ' dat house . Ah ' ve seen dat done . Ah ' ve seen a woman do so , an ' she kin 
feed ' im j is '  lak a baby - bring ' is meal to ' tm  an ' he sit dere an ' cry . He 
can 1 t even ho l ler. [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 6 ) , 21 81 : 4 . ] 

4 2 24 . Well , yuh kin take a per son ' s ahamber lye an ' yuh kin put it intuh a 
bottle an ' yuh kin bury it undahneat ' yuh step or d e  r ight cornah - yuh know , 
de right pillah of de cornah of yuh house , an ' dat ' ll give ' em  grave ls an ' keep 

PILLAR OF HOUSE - AT RIGHT CORNER 
BURIED URINE GIVES GRA VELS 

' em from nuratin ' an ' dey would d ie .  
[ The lowland small house set s a foot o r  so 
off the ground , resting upon 4 or 5 pil lars ; 
low post s , large single stones , or small 

brick columns . The 4 p illar s are at the 4 corner s of the house , the f if th p il
lar is at the center of the hous e ,  making a quincunx . The r ight-hand corner 
depend s upon whether you are lo oking at or away from the house . ]  

(You mean the right-hand side looking at the house or looking away from the 
hous e? ) 

No , de right-han ' side as yuh • • •  
(As you come to the house? ) 
[ Informant is uncertain . ] 

Jis ' bury it right by de pillah . Put it in a bottle an ' stop it up tight so 
no air can ' t git  tuh it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1343 ) , 2 3 26 : 3 . ] 

4 225 . Yuh kin git any woman ' s  ahamber lye ,  de ahamber lye of a lady ' s ,  an ' 
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put it in a bottle wit some HeaPts Co logne an ' take it back intuh yore house 
undah de p illah an ' bury it , an ' let it s tay der e  a month , a month an ' three 
days , an ' take it out . An ' yuh go t de ' fluence of  ' er .  

She wild about chew.  Yuh go ou t  dere an ' yuh kin do any kinda way yuh want . 
She ain ' t gonna do nuthin . She ' s  j is '  worryin ' .  Da t ' ll worry an ' worry an ' 

PILLAR OF HOUS E  - BURIED 33  DAYS BES IDE 
WOMAN ' S  URINE BOTTLED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE 

worry . An ' j is '  evahthin ' she git 
' er hand o n ,  she give it tuh yuh ,  
an ' try tuh make yuh confident [con
tented ] so yuh s tay right dere wit 

' er .  Dat ' ll sure 
tuh do tuh a gurl 

4 2 2 6 .  Yes , ah 
yuh or poison yuh 

do it . Ah d id it . Ah knowed a lady - a ole lady tole me dat 
of mine . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1032) , 1 6 7 9 : 1 . ] 
have too . Ah heard dat j is '  lak if somebody wu z  tuh wanta f� 
some way ,  an ' if  yuh kin take it - j is '  lak if dey wu z  tuh go 

POISON PUT DOWN FOR YOU KILLED BY URINE 

tuh it , d en dat would kill de poison out 
yuh . 

' long an ' put down poison fo ' yuh an ' 
den,  if yuh kin git dis heah tuh put 
ovah it , yuh see ,  befo ' dis  person g it 

o f  de dos e  dat dey have put down fo ' 

(They j u s t  sprinkle this ahambeP lye over it? ) 
Yeah , dey spr inkle i t  ovah it . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1391 ) , 24 95 : 3 . ] 
4227 . I f  yuh wanta make a person move , now yuh could do dis . Co ' s e dis is 

ve ' y  har ' [ hard ] tuh git  tuh do . Now , yuh know, d e  usual thin ' de ladies use 

PORCH - EMPTY YOUR CHAMBERPOT ON PERSON ' S - TO MOVE 
chambahs . Now if it ' s  any 
way yuh kin git tuh dere 
hous e an ' empty dat ahambeP 

lye on dere po ' ch ,  well dat ' ll make dem move . 
but dat will make d em  move . 

Da t ' s  kinda har ' tuh git tuh do , 

( I f  some woman was living her e and I would want to make her move , I ' d  come 
her e and take her chamb er and emp ty it on the. porch? ) 

No , yuh wouldn ' t  do da t ,  yuh wouldn ' t  have tuh do dat . If she wu z  livin ' heah 
an ' yuh want tuh make her move , yuh wouldn ' t  emp ty hers ; yuh would br ing yuh ' s 
an ' throw it on d e  po ' ch. Yuh bring yores an ' throw it on dat po ' ch .  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1529) , 2 7 32 : 3 . ] 

42 28 .  An ' d en if yuh wuz s ellin ' whiskey or somepin lak dat an ' yuh don ' t  
want d e  law tuh come in , why yuh could git a box o f  or a can of po tash [or  lye ] 

POTASH BURIED AT FRONT DOORSTEP - THROW NIGHT URINE ON 
an ' put it at  chure 
front do ' s teps . Bury 
it der e  an ' evah night 

yuh could throw ahambeP lye out , chew know . Scattah it in front o f  do s e  s teps an '  dat would keep de law away . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 5 ) , 216 7 : 3 . ]  

POTASH AND URINE - SCRUB STEPS WITH - KEEP S LAW AWAY 
4 2 2 9 . Take a - j is '  lak 
some ahambeP lye an' put 
a box of po tash in it an ' 

scrub d e  s toop wit it , an ' let it b e  
der e ,  d a t  will keep de  j inx away an ' na ,  Ga . ,  (1266 ) , 244 6 : 8 . ] 

in front of de steps , an ' as  long as  it be 
de policeman can ' t come to de do ' .  [ Savan-

42 3 0 . If a woman is pr egnant an ' yuh wanta make her lo s e  d e  baby an ' yuh 
don ' t lak ' er .  Well , yuh see ,  yuh kin take some o f  her urinate an ' s top i t  up 

PREGNANT WOMAN MI SCARRIES IF URINE BURIED 
in a bo ttle an ' dat ' ll make her mis
carry a baby , or she ' ll git tuh d e  
place she ' ll have s ech dr eadful pains 

in d e  bottom of ' er s tomik, in ' er bladdah , see - sompin lak bladdah t rouble , an ' 
' er stomik b eg in tuh git weak an ' event ' ly she ' ll lo s e  out . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 



2586  - Memoir s of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(940) . 1 5 22 : 7 . ] 
4231 . Evah time have tuh ketch some of  ' er watah 1 an ' she b e  lak dat [preg

nant ] . dey stop it  up . An ' dey put diff ' ren ' thin ' s .  Dey puts gPaveyaPd diPt 

PREGNANT WOMAN ' S  URINE WITH GRAVEYARD D IRT 
BOTTLED AND BURIED - CAUSES MISCARRIAGE 

an ' dif f ' ren '  thin ' s in ' er wa
tah 1 an ' f ix evahthin ' bad in dat 
bo ttle an ' seal it up an ' put it 
up side down . An ' den de baby git 

crossed in 
(That ' s  

1 203 : 2 . ] 

' er an ' apt tuh kill ' er an ' de baby . 
to fix a woman who is carrying a baby . ) [ New Orleans 1 La . 1 (8 25) 1 

4232 . Yuh kin take some of ' er urinate or ministPa tion an ' yuh could fix it . 
Yuh c ould take some of  ' er ur inate an ' yuh c ould bury it ab out ' er house or any
where undah ' er house . Suppose tuh be undah ' er house close by ' er baid an ' near 

PEPPER BURIED WITH PREGNANT WOMAN ' S  URINE BRINGS MISCARRIAGE 
time yuh know 
think she gon ' a 
git down . Go an ' 

git dis  bottle 1 whatsomevah yuh git it in 1 yuh kin put it in a b o ttle or a j ar 
or somep in 1 but de b e s t  par tly [mo stly? ] puts it in a bottle . Yuh go  an ' g i t  
dis b o ttle yuh think about near time d a t  she gon ' a  g i t  down . Yuh git dis bottle 1 
take de stoppah out . Sometime i t  will shoot  out 1 sometime it will j is '  blow out 1 
j is '  lak beer or somep in 1 ho t beer . DEN FILL DI S THIN ' UP FULLAH PEPPAH . SEE 
DAT FILLIN ' ' ER FULL OF PAINS . Den bury dis deepah on d own [ than ] what it  wuz . 
An ' she may given birth tuh d e  baby but she sure won ' t live . [Memphis 1 Tenn . 1 

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR IN SHOES WASHED WITH URINE 
( 9 6 2 ) . 1553 : 7 . ]  
4 233 . (What do you put in 
your shoes 1 you say 1 to keep 

them from harming you . What do they put in 
Bathes ' em in ahambeP lye .  Puts cayenne 

(138 5 ) . 24 64 : 7 . ] 

your shoes ? )  
peppah an ' sulphur . [ Sumter 1 S .  Car • • 

4 234 . Git chew a half gallon j ar or somp in lak dat an ' yuh half full it wit 
ahambeP lye ; yuh know 1 where yuh ur inate . An ' den yuh kin go tuh de sto ' if yuh 

SALT AND URINE AT DOOR AND STEP S 
ain ' t already got  a sto ' an ' git some rock 
salt or g it chew a b ig ball [block] of  salt 
[ from salt blocks made for cattle licking ] an ' 

beat off  some an ' put about two han ' fuls or three 1 an ' put it in dat [ screw-top ] 
j ar 1  in dat ahambeP lye an ' keep it shut . A quart 1 not ovah a quart . 

(What d o  you do with that now? ) 
Dat whut chew do 1 j is '  spr inkle it on yuh steps or on yuh po ' ch .  It  will make 

peace aroun ' yuh home 1 if anybody ' s turb in ' yuh . Yo ' ll git peace . [ Wilson 1 N .  
Car • • (14 9 6) 1 2665 : 4 . ] 

4235 . Take salt an ' put i t  in yore ahambeP lye an ' throw it in front of yore 
do ' an ' it  will conquah 1 yo ' know 1 yuh enemies dat way . [Waycross . Ga . 1 (1101) 1 
17 7 5 : 13 . ] 

4236 . Yuh take yuh ahambeP lye an ' po ' it roun ' yuh do ' step an ' some table 
salt 1 if anybody try tuh put anythin ' down undah yuh steps . J is ' come right 
along an ' po ' dat aroun ' de do ' step . Dat ' s no use dere 1 dey hur t chew .  [Faye t
teville . N .  Car • • (1397 ) 1 251 5 : 7 . ] 

4 237 . Take anybody ahambeP lye . if yuh want ' em  tuh stay wit yuh 1 an ' put 
table salt in it  an ' bury it undahneat '  yuh do ' step . 

(What do you put that ahambeP lye in 1 anything? ) 
J is ' put it in a bottle wit co okin ' salt . 
(Whose ahambeP lye do you take 1 that person ' s that you want to  stay? ) 
Yeah 1 dat person yuh wanta stay . 
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Jis ' lak a man comin ' tuh mah hous e an ' gain ' tuh anothah hous e ,  well ah kin 
take his pee an ' put cookin ' salt in it an ' bury it undah mah do ' step . Well de 

SALT AND MAN ' S URINE BOTTLED AND BURIED 
IN FRONT OF HER DOOR TO HOLD HIM 

o thah woman , she could do de same 
thing , if she knew how. Well he j is ' 
have tuh keep penetratin'  from dis 
hous e tuh dat house ,  dis house tuh dat 

house . He can ' t stay tuh one hous e .  He gotta go tuh dat house .  
He come tuh see me an ' he got  a wife . Well ah ' ve got ' im fixed up so bad wit 

diff ' ren ' thin ' s ,  see , dat when he go back home he can ' t give a good word out 
tuh ' is ole lady . If she say anythin ' tuh ' im , it make him cross . 

(That will cause confus ion . )  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1308 ) , 2212 : 7 . ] 
4 2 3 8 . Take chamber lye an ' yuh kin put salt in dat an ' throw dat in de rivah. 

Dey say dat will run yuh ' way from home . 

SALT AND URINE THROWN INTO RIVER 
(You would throw this person ' s chamber lye in 
the r iver . ) [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1102 ) , 1 7 7 6 : 5 . ] 
4 2 3 9 . If dey take yuh ur ine , dey kin have 

yuh so dat yuh can ' t make yuh watah . 
(How would they do that ? )  
Dey ' d take yuh urine an ' put 

in dis bottl e ,  an ' dey turn dat 
in a bottle an ' dey ' d s top salt an ' peppah up 
bottle up s ide down an ' bury it , an ' j is ' let it 

SALT - PEPPER - URINE - BOTTLED - BURIED BOTTOM UPWARDS 
s tay dere . When dat 
cork dissolves an ' dat 
watah , urine drains 

outa dat , dat pines yuh away . [ New Orl eans , La . , (883) , 145 3 : ? ]  

SALT - RED PEPPER - URINE 
SPRINKLE ROUND HOUSE 

SALT - RED PEPPER - URINE 
SPRINKLE 4 MORNINGS - SWEEP 

4 240 . Spr inkle red peppah , salt an ' chamber lye 
roun ' de house , git chew ' way from dere . 
(That will make you move? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1444 ) , 2614 . ] 
4 24 1 .  Dey git some red peppah an ' some salt an ' 
den git some ur inate an ' put it into a [ tin] can 
an ' spr inkl e dat fo ' foah mawnin ' s an ' den sweep . 
An ' dur in ' as yuh go out gain ' somewhare , dey 

spr inkle dis b ehin ' yuh ag ' in , an ' j is ' sweep an ' yuh won ' evah come back . 
(Well ,  now this pepper and salt . Do they spr inkle that around or do they mix 

that with the ur ine and spr inkl e the ur ine around ? ) 
Dey mix it up wit de ur ine . [Little Rock , Ark . , (903) , 14 74 : 18 . ] 
4 24 2 .  Chew kin take chamber lye an ' make peace an ' yuh kin take chamber lye 

an ' make evil . 
(Well how do you do each one of tho se? ) 
If yuh want tuh make peace wit chamber lye an ' yuh wanta make de  home pleas

ant , yuh take de chamber lye an ' sal t an ' peppah an ' yuh scrub wi t it an ' yuh use  
oil o f  mint , if yuh want tuh ma ke 

SALT - PEPPER - O IL OF MINT - URINE - SCRUB yuh home pleasant . If yuh wanta 
have luck in yuh home , yuh know , 

yuh do in ' any kinda bus ines s .  [Norfolk , Va . , (4 92) , 529 : 4 . ] 
4243 . Burn sulphur an ' 

SALT AND URINE - SCRUB WITH - BURN SULPHUR : LAW AWAY use de  same c hamber lye 
an ' salt an ' scrub wit 

it  an ' burn sulphur in yore house , an ' dey ' ll hardly come . 
(Keep the law away . What do you scrub with chamber lye ? )  
[ Informant do es not under stand my question . ]  
Chamber lye an ' po tash [ and sal t ] . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 5 9 ) , 695 : 3 . ] 
4244 . Yuh kin take a person ' s chamber lye an ' git chew some table salt an ' 
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borax an ' dat ' ll , dat ' ll put ' em 

SALT - BORAX - URINE - SPRINKLE 

o r  j ob ]  wuz out , why den yuh take 
(Who se chamber Zye ? ) 

outa bus iness or - j is ' lak if yuh ' s some woman 
who wanted [ to ]  git a place . In case if yuh 
wanted tuh git a place an ' yuh couldn ' t git in 
dere ' lessen dey [ the person who had the p Zace 
chamber Zye . 

Git some o f  yuh own chamber Zye . Take yuh chamber Zye an ' table salt an ' some 
borax . Yuh go dere an ' j is ' po ' i t  aroun ' de place an ' it won ' t be  long ' fore he 
[ the person holding the p Zace or j ob ]  be outa dere . 

(You pour it around the place where he works or around his house? ) 
Aroun ' de place where he work . Jis ' go dere some days [ nights? ] ,  j is ' take it  

an ' go r ight roun ' de do ' , front an ' de back . 
(That is to get the o ther fellow ' s j ob ? )  
Dat ' s tuh git de o thah fellah ' s j ob .  [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (104 2 ) , 168 8 : 1 . ]  
4 24 5 . Yuh kin use gar lic an ' [ or ]  yuh kin use onions an ' yuh kin use yuh 

slop j ar watah . 
(How do you use garlic for example to keep the law away ? )  
Take a package o f  garlic , a small piece o f  garlic an ' put i t  up each night , a 

piece o f  it  in yore slop j ar an ' throw de table salt , de table salt dat chew use , 

SALT - GARLIC OR ONION - LODESTONE - URINE - IN CHAMBER POT 
ABOUT DOOR - "DON ' T WALK IN IT YUHSELF" - FOR POL ICE 

an ' let it git o n  
yore table . [Let 
it come from your 
table . ]  Yuh j is ' 

keep it damp somewhere an ' mix it an ' throw it aroun ' yuh do ' both front an ' 
back . An ' co ' se yuh have some good lodes tone an ' grad ' ly [ gradually] dey ' ll pass 
o n  by yuh an ' yuh kin sell right on . Dat keep de o f ficahs away . Throw it in de 
grass an ' all lak dat aroun ' yore do ' , but don ' t walk in it yuhself . [ NEVER WALK 
OVER YOUR OWN HOODOO ! ]  Leave it so dat people kin pass ovah it . Let it lay dere 
an ' dey ain ' t g a in ' worry yuh . [Little Rock, Ark . , (88 7 ) , 14 62 : 1 5 . ] 

SALTPETER - H�RTS COLOGNE - URINE - WHERE PERSON WALKS 
4 246 . If dey take yuh 
chamber Zye an ' put it 
in a bo ttle an ' put 

saltpetah in it an ' Hearts Co logne , an ' spr inkle 
walk along , an ' it ' ll cuz ' em  tuh like yuh , come 
cro s s , Ga . ,  (113 3 ) , 18 3 7 : 17 . ]  

it in de path where a person 
aroun ' yuh an ' visit yuh . [Way-

4247 . Dey say dat yo ' could take some of dis heah saltpeter an ' some sul
phur an ' put it in a chambah yuh know , j is ' lak peoples make watah in de chambah 

SALTPETER AND SULPHUR IN WOMAN ' S  CHAMBER POT 
MAN WALKING OVER EMPTIED CONTENTS WILL LOVE HER 

yuh know . Yuh git up dat night 
sometime an ' put some saltpetah 
an ' sulphur in dere . Well , 
wheresomevah dey po ' it out , 

yuh see , who somevah cro s s  dat , yuh know , wheresomevah yuh po ' de watah at , where 
somebody kin cro ss it , yuh know , which an ' evahbody cro ss da t wa tah o r  comin ' up 
dem do ' steps , dat will [make ] dem go crazy . 

(That is to make them love you . A woman would do that with her chamber Zye 
to bring in men? ) 

Yeah , make ' em love yuh . Da t ' s 
but dey people don ' t know all dat . 

a way dat dey kin gain mens too . Dat ' s s imple 
[Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  (107 2 ) , 1 7 3 2 : 7 . ]  

SCRUBBING OR MOPPING IS A MAGIC RITE 

4 248 . Well yuh kin take dat an ' so it ' s 
said , dat wimmins will scrub wit it  an ' 
will draw mens in . 
(Take the chamber Zye ? )  
An ' scrub yuh home , sho ' . An ' dey say 
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dat it will draw mens in . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 21) , 2713 : 6 . ] 
4 249 . Ah heard ' em say yuh kin take ahambeP Zye an ' mop roun ' yuh room an ' 

out on yuh po ' ch ,  an ' d at ' ll draw frien ' s .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1544 ) ,  27 9 5 : 3 . ]  
4 250 . [ To ]  make ' em  leave home , scrub yuh f lo ' evah nine mawnin ' s wi t ahamb eP 

lye out tuh de step s , see - fo ' tuh make ' em  leave home , see . Well,  evah nine 

EVERY 9 MORNINGS SCRUB FLOOR WITH URINE 
THROW IT THE WAY HE GOES AFTER LEAVING 

mawnin ' s yuh ' d  scrub yuh flo '  wit dat 
ahambeP Zye an ' throw it de way he ' ll 
go af tah he ' s  gone an ' he leaves outa 
dere . Yes , when yuh don ' t want ' im  

tuh come back , po ' dat ahambeP Zye de way 
phis , T enn . , (943) , 1524 : 12 . ] 

he go an ' scrub yuh flo ' wit it . [Mem-

4 251 . Take some ahambeP Zye an ' scrub yuh step s  
o f f  wit it , an ' throw it ovah yuh lef ' shouldah an ' 

WHILE SCRUBBING STEP S WITH URINE - THROW SOME OVER EACH SHOULDER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - REENTER HOUSE 

(Tha t will keep this p erson from coming back to your 
(474) , 49 1 : 1 . ] 

off wit it , scrub yuh po ' ch 
throw some ovah yuh right 

shouldah , an ' don ' t look 
ba�k at it an ' go back in 
de hous e .  Dey won ' t come 
dere no mo ' .  
house . )  [ Norfolk , Va . , 

4 25 2 .  [ One of the ama z ing r i t es of HOODOO is the shaking of bottled ur ine . 
The following submarg in ti tles show great diversity . Other examples will be 

found in the text of these volumes . ]  
SHAKING BOTTLED URINE 

(1)  HI S AND HERS 
Take a man ' s ahambeP Zye an ' yore ahambeP Zye an ' stop 
it up in a bottle an ' he cain ' t go away . 
(The man or [and ] the woman , puts those two together? ) 

Tuhg ethah . An ' dat j es '  places ' im right at home . 
(What does she do with that bottle then? ) 
She �kes it an ' put it in a s ecret plac e . An ' 

goes ou�- she shakes it up . Dat ' s  whut ah heard . 
den ' is mine [mind ] strike him tuh come back home , 

(1365) , 24 09 : 4 . ] 

evah t imes he goes out - he 
An ' when she shake up , an ' 

yo ' s ee .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

( 2) HIS - UPSIDE DOWN 4 253 . Now , if a woman love yo ' ,  she kin take yore 
ahambeP Zye an ' put it in a bot tle . If yo ' go off 

an ' she want s  tuh see yo ' , all she g o t ta do is turn it up side down , see . Shake 
it . Well , yo ' have tuh come back . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1367 ) , 2419 : 5 . ]  

4 254 . If yo ' take a p erson ' s  ahambeP Zye an ' stop it up in a bottle , put it 
in de cornah of yore trunk - in de east cornah of yore trunk , or tuh de haid of 

( 3) UPSIDE DOWN - EAST CORNER OF TRUNK - OR HEAD OF BED 
yore baid . Let it 
stay dere . Any t ime 
yo ' wanta see dat 

person - listen tuh me , yo ' shake 
chew . 

it up an ' turn de -s toppah down . Ah ' ve got 

(They are coming right there . )  
Ah got chew .  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1204 ) , 2120 : 7 . ] 
4 255 . Ef he leave home - go an ' quit me f er somebody else - ' f o '  [ b efore] he 

leave home ah won ' t b e  dere , but ah ' ll j es '  take his ur ine an ' ah ' ll take dat an ' 

(4)  URINE BOTTLED 9 DAYS - SHAKE 3 TIMES 
put it in a bot tle . An ' fer nine 
days , evah time he ' ll go off , ah ' ll 
j es '  shake dat bot tle three t imes 

lak dat [demons trates ] an ' he ' ll soon come back . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 618 ) , 
7 92 : 8 . ] 

4 256 . If yo ' wan ' ' im tuh s tay at home , yo ' could take yore ahambeP Zye in 
a bottle an ' put a p inch of sugah in it an ' shake it evah mawnin'  fo ' nine mawn-
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( 5 )  SUGAR AND URINE - SHAKE BOTTLE 9 MORNINGS 
SET UPSIDE DOWN - IN A CORNER 

in ' s  an ' turn it up on its 
haid an ' set it in a cornah . 
Well , nobody won ' bo thah ' im 
an ' he ' ll stay dere an ' yo ' 

cain ' t drive him away . Yo ' do 
2809 : 4 . ] 

dat fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548 ) , 

4 2 5 7 . Take dere [ his ] ahambeP lye an ' stops it up . Dat ' s tuh make yore love 
s tay at home , if he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' . Git some of yore [ his ] othah , yo ' know,  
an ' put in wi t yo re [ his ] ahambeP lye an ' s top it up in a little bottle . [ Thes e  

( 6 )  HIS URINE AND SEMEN - LODESTONE - RED PEPPER 
BOTTLE UP SIDE DOWN - IN CORNER - SHAKE 9 MORNINGS 

passive pronouns are 
explained later . ]  An ' 
turn de  bottle down 
into de [ one of  the ] 

cornahs on de side where he sleeps at , an ' have it so sompin will be  roun ' it 
[ hide it ] so  he cain ' t discovah it , if  he should happen tuh look ovah . An ' he 
j es ' think it ' s  a shoe or sompin settin ' dere . Yo ' have a shoe settin ' dere an ' 
a little small vial - have it turnt up . Yo ' git up evah mawnin ' fa ' nine mawn
in ' s  an ' shake i t  [ bottle ] up an ' turn it back up . 

(You keep i t  s tanding upright all the time? ) 
Keep it standin ' fa ' [ the first ] nine mawnin ' s up [ a  usual procedure ] .  Yo ' 

git up fa ' nine mawnin ' s an ' shake it an ' turn it back up . 
(But you let it  s tand with the head down , don ' t you? [ The change from dOwn 

to up I do not pursue , dOwn after 9 days is correct ; but I do recheck ingredients 
which are normal . ]  And what do you put in with that ahambeP lye ? What else did 
you put in there , did you say? ) 

Some cayenne peppah - it ' s d e  same thing . [ RED PEPPER AND CAYENNE PEPPER ARE 
ALMOST ALWAYS THE SAME THING IN HOODOO . WHEN RED PEPPER PODS - WHOLE , BROKEN, 
POWDERED - ARE USED , THE WORD POD IS ADDED . RED PEPPER PODS , COMPARED TO CAYENN� 
SELDOM OCCUR . ] Put it in dere . An ' a little piece of  lodestone , drops it in 
dere wi t it an ' let it set . 

(You put some thing else from the man in thePe didn ' t you? ) 
Yes , de aome [ semen] . Put it in de ahambeP lye , ketch ' is ahambeP lye . [Mem

phis , Tenn . , (1523) , 27 16 : 2 . ] 
4258 . Git a man ' s ahambeP lye an ' 

diff ' ren ' kin ' a  Poots in it an ' piece 
bottle it up .  Co rk it up af tah yo ' put 
of yo re [ mens trual ] cloth . Turn it up 

(7 ) PIECE OF MENSTRUAL CLOTH - JOHN DE CONKER - URINE 
KEEP BOTTLE UP SIDE DOWN - SHAKE UPSIDE DOWN 

[ upside down] . Fasten 
it up , you see . An ' 
when yo ' turn it up
side down - an ' [ then]  

yo ' put where no  one won ' f ind it . Well , if yo ' wan ' ' im tuh come home - if he 
runned out an ' yo ' wan ' ' im  tuh come , yo ' shake it upside down an ' turn it . An ' 
of co ' se he stays in de house .  An ' when he goes out , why - yo ' don ' wanta keep ' im  in all de time - when yo ' wan ' ' im tuh come back , yo ' take it an ' shake it 
up , an ' turn it ups ide down ag ' in . 

(In other words , if  that bottle is upside down , he ' s to come back to you . ) 
Yes , keeps ' im upset . Have it  already fixed [ upside down]  dere . 
(What kind of •poots do you put in that? ) 
Put John de ConkeP Poot. [ Washington , D . C . , (627 ) , 802 : 4 . ] 

4259 . ChambeP lye an ' a piece of 
(8 ) HAIR - URINE - BOTTLE - BURY - SHAKE hair . 

(Take ahambeP lye and a piece of 
hair . 

Yore hair , mah hair , anyb ody else [ hair ] an ' put it in a bottle , see . An ' evah 
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time [ you want the per son ] tuh come tuh yuh , all yuh gotta do is shake it . But 
yo ' gotta b ury it [when not in use ] . An ' j is '  shake it  an ' yuh ' ll [person ' !! ] 
come . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (506) 1 55 6 : 2 . ] 

4260 . Yo ' wanta heah ' bout de cleah nurinate . Well , de  nurinate , yo ' see -
yo ' take a person ' s nurinate ,  j is '  de  cleah nurinate an ' yo ' put i t  in a bo ttle 
wit s al t  an ' cayenne peppah an ' [ or ]  red pappah [ see later ] . Yo ' put it in dere 

(9 ) SALT - RED PEPPER - STEEL DUST - NAME 
9 TIMES - HERS OVER HIS - IN BOTTLE 
SHAKE 6 AM AND NOON - 3 DAYS A WEEK 
MONDAY - TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY 

an ' dere name nine times in de 
bottle , an ' yo ' shake it  up . 
(How do you write tha t name nine 
times? ) 
Well , yo ' see yo ' wr ite de name 
nine times - de par ty ' s name , yo ' 

know whut ah mean - j is '  dey whole fir s ' name . Jis ' lak yo ' want two people dere 
separations . Well , yo ' put one o f  ' em tuh de top an ' one o f  ' em  to de bottom , 
j is '  zakly [ exactly ]  dat way nine time s [demons trates ] . 

(The first one nine times that way , and the o ther one nine times o n  top o f  
it . )  

On top of it . J i s ' lak two han ' on each o thah lak dat [ demonstrates ] . 
[ Two hand s is a good illustration , each hand po inted in the oppo site direc

tion . Normally the fir s t  9 names are wr itten one under the other and to the 
right , then the paper is turned ups ide down and the o ther 9 names are written to 
the right over the first  9 names - each group in the oppo s ite direc tion . Ex
amples oc cur in the text . ] 

(Do you put this whole p iece o f  paper in there ? )  
De whole piece of papah 1 don ' teah [ tear ] it up ; j is '  de whole piece of papah 

wit de whole two peoples name , one on de top an '  one onto de bot tom . An ' yo ' 
shake it up wit de cayenne peppah [ showing red pepper the same thing ] an ' de 
salt . An ' den if yo ' wanta 1 yo ' could put de  s tee l dust in it ; it ' ll keep ' em  
togethah - tuh keep ' em renited [ united ] . An ' [ but to separate them] shake it 
up at s ix a ' clock in de mawnin ' an ' at twelve or else nine . Yo ' undahstan ' ,  nine 
in de mawnin ' an ' at twelve . Jis ' keep ' em a-goin ' [ at each o ther ] . Dere ' s  cer
tain days lak Mondays , Tuesdays or Wednesdays - see , three days a week . [Ano ther 
magic comb ination is Monday , Wednesday and Fr iday - see p . 83 0 . ] Jis ' keep ' em  
humbuggin ' all de  time . [ The word may mean humming and buzzing at  each o ther 
rather than , though perhaps including , cheating and deceiving . ]  Dat ' s if yo ' 
wanta break peace . 

An ' den AG ' IN IF YO ' WANTA HEAR AG ' IN ABOUT KILLIN ' SOMEBODY . Keep it [bot
tle ] in a cornah of a house , in yore house if yo ' care to , where nobody tuh dis
turb it 1 if  yo ' wanta keep shakin ' it up . Keep de confusin 1 1 yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' 
it  gon ' a  break de home up , wit d e  woman an ' man . [Algier s , La . , (1594 ) 1 299 5 : 7 . ]  

4261 . If yo ' ve got a husban ' an ' he ' s  capable of leavin ' home an ' s tayin ' 
away , yo ' wash yor e j ah [ j ar ]  an ' yo ' let ' im  use it . An ' den yo ' take dat ur ine 

(10)  3 SPOONS SUGAR - 3 PIECES SPICE - 9 TIMES HIS NAME 
WITH HIS URINE IN BOTTLE - UNDER HER S IDE OF BED 
SHAKE - HE TURNS OVER 3 T IMES AND RETURNS HOME 

an ' yo ' po ' it in de 
[ glas s ]  j ah .  Put 
about three teaspoon 
o f  sugah in dere 1 an ' 
three p ieces o f  

spic e ,  an ' yo ' wr ite his name nine times an ' j es '  fold i t  u p  an ' p u t  it i n  dere . 
Yo ' don ' t do anythin ' but write an ' put it in der e ,  an ' den yo ' shut dat j ah up 
tight , airtight , an ' it ' s  no good until dat papah has turned tuh powdah . Dat 
ur ine will natch ' ly [ naturally ] powdah dat papah . It ' ll  j es '  look lak white lime 
in d e  bottom o f  dat urine . An ' den if yore husban ' is away , yo ' can shake dat 
ur ine an ' put it  undah yore bed on de s ide yo ' layin ' on , an ' lay on it , an EVAH 
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TIME YO ' SHAKE IT HE ' S  
CAN ' T  SLEEP , HE ' LL GET 

SUPPOSED TUH TURN OVAH . If  yo ' SHAKE IT DE THIRD TIME HE UP AN ' COME HOME EVAHWHERE HE IS . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 
157 5 : 7 . ] 

426 2 .  She 
in rain watah 
shakes it up . 

takes dis bottle  of sweet watah - she makes it , I mean puts sugah 
an ' make it j is '  lak syrup . She puts dat name in dere an ' she 

She take dis  bottle an ' she put it bottom up , or eithah she put 
it on de side of de bed 

(11 )  EITHER SUGAR - RAIN WATER - URINE - HIS  NAME 
IN BOTTLE - UPSIDE DOWN OR UNDER HIS FORMER 
SIDE OF BED - SHAKE - OR EL SE HIS NAME 9 T IMES 
HERS ON TOP - FOLD TO HER - PUT IN OIL BOWL 
OF SMALL T IN LAMP - LIGHT IT - TALK TO IT 

where he used tuh lay , 
an ' he comin ' back . Any 
time she take an ' shake 
it up he comin ' back . 
Or , eithah she could 
take his urine an ' she 

could j is '  - she gits a small tin lamp an ' she takes ' is name an ' she sets it in 
dere . She writes ' i s name nine times . Write it [ d emonstrates ] dis  way an ' she 
turns it [ sheet of paper ] d er e ,  she write bac kwa ' d  an ' fo ' ward dataway . An ' she 
always puts ' er name on de top . 

(These are written in cro ss fashion? ) 
[ No t  names crossing at right angles in form o f  a cross , but his name is writ

ten 9 t fmes , one under the o ther ; then the sheet is turned and her name is writ
ten across his names . In this fashion names are written backwa 'd an ' fo 'ward. ] 

Yes sir . See , when she fo lds it , she folds it tuh her an ' she sticks in dis 
got to b e  a lit tle small lamp - tin lamp . An ' she drops it down in dere an ' she 
lights de lamp an ' she speak tuh dis lamp . [ Small lamp rites are common in New 
Orleans , many of them scatter ed through text . ] An ' in three days - nine days b e  
de longest - he wi ll be back. 

(WHAT DOES SHE DO WITH HIS URINE? ) 
She put s  it in a bottle . She takes i t  an ' she shakes i t  up dataway , wit ' is 

name in der e .  
(I  see , THE SAME AS WITH THE SUGAR WATER? ) 
Yes . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 38 ) , 1261 : 13 . ] 
426 3 .  Dey say if she want ' im sometime , yo ' 

an ' put it in a bottle . An ' take nine needles , 
know , j is '  take der e  chamber lye 
new needles outa papah [ of nee

( 1 2 )  9 NEW NEEDLES ON POINT S IN URINE - SHAKE BOTTLE 
dles ] . Put ' em  down 
in ' ere [ there]  on de 
points in de bottle an ' 

stop it  up tight . Whenevah yo ' wan ' ' im  an ' he 
j is '  shake dat up . He git worr ied [ and come ] . 
254 : 4 . ] 

don ' come - an ' yo ' wan ' s ' im -
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 320) , 

4264 . Well now , ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yuh , if a woman 
dat man , an ' if he ' s  a runabout man. A woman would 
wouldn ' t  use it , she let yo ' [man ] use it , yo ' s ee . 

(13)  9 NEEDLES - URINE - SEMEN - CALLS NAME 

has got a man an ' she loves 
take de chambah an ' she 
An ' also might be dat same 

STOPS UP BOTTLE - SHAKE - UPSIDE DOWN IN TRUNK 

night when she gon ' a  
turn dis trick , she ' ll 
let chew fool wit ' er ,  
see . An ' she ' ll take 

dat certain rag an ' she ' ll take dat chamber lye an ' put it in a bo ttle . An ' 
take dat certain rag - s ee , dat certain piece yo ' s ee - wet dat rag an ' squeez e  
all dat [ semen ] i n  dere [ into bottle ] . An ' take nine need les ag ' in an ' put intuh 
dat same bottle . An ' she wouldn ' t  fas ten dat bottle while yo ' awake , yo ' see . 
She ' ll let chew go tuh sleep f ir s t , see , but she ' ll [ have ] a good stoppah an ' 
have it right to de mouth of dat bottle . An ' she ' ll come an ' wake yo ' ,  say , 
" So-an ' -so l "  an ' " So-an ' -so ! " .  An ' den yo ' say , "Whut chew want? "  She hi t dat 
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bot tle an ' stop it down dere airtight , an ' yo ' kin go fur as Mev York City - an ' 
ah b et chew money - an ' she take dat bottle an ' shake it up lak dat . an ' turn it 
down in her trunk , yo ' d  be back home tub ' er .  

(When she turns i t  up side down? ) 
Yes sir , in her trunk . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1249 ) , 2 2 21 : 2 . ] 
4 265 . Ah said take dere chamber Zye .  
(Take their chamber Zye . ) 
Dere chamber Zye an ' yores 

needles , put into dat bottle . 
an ' mix it intuh a bottle . An ' yo ' git chew nine 

An ' den shake it up don ' t chew know . An ' set de 
bottle in de no ' th side of d e  

(14)  9 NEEDLES - H I S  AND HER URINE - SHAKE 
CALL NAME 3 TIMES - NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE 

hous e an ' call dere name three 
times , an ' dat ' ll make ' em  come 
tub yuh ag ' in .  [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1118 ) , 1 7 95 : 3 . ] 
4 2 6 6 . Well , if yo ' wan ' a  

person j ealous of yo ' - yo ' know how womenfolks are .  
(You want t o  make a man j ealous of you? ) 
Jes ' love yo ' , yo ' know , an ' don ' t want ' im tub go 

chamber Zye . Yuh git nine bran ' -new goldeye needles , 
out . Well yuh git ' is 
nine pins - bran ' -new pins , 

(15)  9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 NEW PINS - 9 ALL SPICE - 9 SPOONFUL S 
EACH OF SUGAR AND CINNAMON - URINE - BOTTLE 

s traight pins . An '  yuh take nine 
of dese spices , 

3 TIMES : TOWARDS YOU - CIRCLE HEAD - SHAKE 
CALL PERSON - KEEP UP SIDE DOWN IN CORNER 

whole spices [ all
spices ] , nine 
cloves an ' about 

nine t easpoonful of sugar an ' c innamon [ 9  each ] wit dat . Yuh s top it up in a 
bottle an ' den turn dis bottle on de head in a cornah or secret plac e .  Ah don ' t 
care where dey at - j es '  lak if yo ' say , "Ah wanta see So-an ' -so , if dey on de 
j ob , " an ' dey could b e  j es '  lef ' [ left the j ob ] . Yo ' shake dis bottle , see , 
shake dis bottle up an ' care [ carry ] i t  aroun ' yuh head three t imes , an ' bring 
it tub yuh dis way three t imes [ demons trates ] ,  an ' den yuh j es '  shake , shake it , 
shake it , yuh know , three times , down tub de flo ' [ floor ] , yuh see ,  an ' always 
keep it [ bot tle ] on de head [ upside down ] , an ' dat ' ll make ' em  j es '  go crazy 
[ about you ] . 

[Here ' s  my immediat e comment , at this point , about the demons trat ion . ]  
(Turn [ ins tead of  informant ' s  care ] this bottle round yuh head three t imes 

like a halo . )  
[C ircle would have been a bet ter word , but ha Zo fully describes the action 

and also shows me comment ing to cylinder , no t to informant who probab ly would 
not have understood ha Zo . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 2 ) , 8 98 : 1 . ] 

4 267 . Anothah way dat dey take it an ' control of love wit it . 
(This chamber Zye . ) 
Kin control love wi t it . An ' den dey use it tub draw a person tub yuh . Tub 

draw a pu sson tub yuh , yuh take dat an ' put in it nine needles an ' nine pins an ' 

(16)  9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS - 9 NAIL S - HEAD AND TAIL 
DROPPED INTO BOTTLE OF URINE - CALLING NAME 
AND WI SHING 27 TIMES - SHAKE - TURN UP SIDE DOWN 

nine nails in a bottle , 
wit dat , j is '  s top it 
[ up ] . An ' drop de 
nails in head an ' tail , 
de pins head an ' tail , 

an ' de needles head an ' tail , callin ' ' em  evah time [ you drop ] , an ' make yuh 
wishes . An ' den j is '  s top de bottle up tight . Pusson apt tub be set tin ' dere 
all alone , yuh shake dat bottle , yuh know , an ' call dere name an ' turn it upside 
down . Any place dey is , if dey ain ' t got de fare , dey be walkin ' ,  comin ' . If 
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dey ain ' t got de far e ,  dey try tuh be walkin ' comin ' . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
(518 , Doator Nelson , see p . l599f . ) ,  608 : 6 . ] 

4 268 . [ Here i s  a fragment omitted from Doator England , called Doator English 
in my interview wi th him - see pp . l386-1401 . ]  

Other methods on such as that o f  gettin ' the urine from a person,  their urine . 
And take their name and write it down for nine times on a clear piece of pap er . 
You places nine pins and nine needles , but you head and tail , say this way [ d em

( 1 7 )  9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - HEAD AND TAIL - HONEY - SUGAR 
NAME WRITTEN 9 TIME S - IN BOTTLE OF URINE 
UNDER DOOR - WALK OVER 3 TIME S 
OVER DOOR - WALK UNDER 3 TIMES 
SHAKE BOTTLE - TURN UPSIDE DOWN 

onstrates ] .  
(Alternate them -
one her e ,  one there.) 
Right her e ,  place in 
this bottle . See , 
what the urine is in . 
You put honey and 

sugar in there and p lace it on the outside o f  the door and let a person walk over 
it three times . Bring it back and put it over your front door and walk under it 
three times . Then it is taken and put into their home , and any time this woman 
or man , either sex ,  want them return home immediately or want her to come , only 
shake it up and turn the bottle on their head . 

(I  see . Where does she put this bottle? Into what? ) 
Into any p lace they want to keep it private . [ Norfolk , Va . , (45 6 , D�ator 

England ) , 43 7 : 6 . ] 
4 269 . If yo ' got a man .  
(What? ) 
If yo ' got a man , take his ur inate an ' 

[ new] nails an ' nine new tacks , s ee . An ' 
s top it up in a bottle , an ' put nine 
stand it up on its  head . See , dat ' s  

when he is cros s  an ' 
(18)  9 NEW NAIL S - 9 NEW TACKS - URINE SWEETENED 

WHEN MAN CRO S S  - TURN BOTTLE UPSIDE DOWN - SHAKE 
fus s y .  An ' sweeten 
dat up an ' j is '  keep 
shakin ' it up . See ,  

when he came in cross , git dat bot tle an ' shake it up . See , an ' dat . 
(That will sweeten him up . )  [ New Orleans , La . , (830) , 1 234 : 3 . ] 
4 2 7 0 . Now , from a man or eithah a lady tuh keep ' em  tuhgethah , yuh know, wit 

yuh , yuh take it [ urine] an ' yuh put it in a bottle . Yuh put nine needles , nine 

(19 ) 9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS - 9 TACKS - STEEL DUST 
HONEY - JOHN DE CONKER - URINE 
BOTTLE UP SIDE DOWN - CALL - SHAKE 

p ins , nine tacks , an ' a table
spoonful of stee l dust ,  an ' a 
piece of John de Conker root , 
an ' a tablespoonful o f  honey . 
Dat ' s  to keep ' er from inj ur

in ' yuh , undahstan ' .  Now dat ' s  de way yuh tie up a man or a woman . An ' keep it 
turned up side down , an ' keep i t  behin ' yuh b ed or anywhere in yuh room.  An '  any 
time when yuh wanta see ' er when she is away , or him , yuh j is '  take it [ bottle]  
lak dis an ' shake it to yuh an ' call dere name . Dat ' s  whut yuh call tyin ' up a 

( 20 )  9 NAILS - 9 NEEDLES  - 9 TACKS - NEW - DROP 
HEAD FOREMOST INTO HIS URINE - TELLING BOTTLE 
WORK TO DO - UPSIDE DOWN - BEHIND BED - SHAKE 
BOTTLE 2 - THEIR URINE - SALTPETER - NO SHAKING 

person . [ New Orleans , 
La . , (804 ) , 1130 : 1 . ] 
4 27 1 .  [ Here we have a 
rare two-bottle rite ; 
one shaken , one unshak
en . ] 
Well , lis ten now. Ah 
would take yuh urinate 

an ' put it in a bot tle an ' git nine tacks , bran ' -new tacks doh [ though] , an ' nine 
needles , an ' nine nails , an ' ah put ' em  in dere head foremost . 
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(Put them in head foremo st . )  
Put ' em in head fo ' mos ' an ' as ah put ' em  in ah say whut ah want done , "Ah 

tole yuh tuh do such-an ' -so-an ' -so . Ah wan ' chew tuh do dis , an ' ah wan ' chew 
tuh do dat , now . Ah don ' wan ' chew tuh do dat , ah wan '  chew tuh do dis an ' dat . "  
See . "Ah want mah woman tuh come home at a certain t ime an ' stay home . Ah wanta 
do all dem thin ' s . "  Den ah fas ten it up wit a stoppah t ight as ah kin git it . 
Den ah put i t  behin ' de bed bottom upwards ag ' in ,  bottom upwards , an ' hold i t  
dere so he - if ah wanta see ' im , pick i t  u p  an ' shake i t  up . He ' ll come dere . 
Whutevah he do in ' , he ' ll stop an ' come . 

(You what ? )  
Any time yuh wanta see ' im ,  yuh shake dat bottle . He ' s  comin ' . 
An ' den ,  ah kin take some mo ' watah [urine ] in anothah bottle an ' put some 

saltpetah in it an ' j is '  keep dat stopped up . An 1 don ' shake i t  at all . Keep 
it stopped up behin ' yuh bed . Dat will ho ld j oo all [ the southern you a l l ]  j is '  
lak dat an ' yuh cain ' t git away from dere . Cain ' t nobody move - cain ' t nobody 
in de world , nobody take ' em .  

(Whose water do you stop up ? )  
His ' n .  
(The woman stops his water up ? )  
Yes , an ' put about a teaspoonful of  hers wit it - co ' se i t  be togethah den , 

yuh see . Jis ' put a little b i t  of  hers wit i t , too  - cain ' t do i t  [work] by it
self . Put a little of  hers wit it - no t much , put much o f  it . Dat ' ll make hers 
[not as much as ] his - j is '  put a little bit . 

(And a little bit of saltpeter too , you say? ) 
Yes , in de bottle dat ' s  still , but de bottle dat yuh [don ' t ]  shake up put 

nuthin atall in it [ except saltpeter ] .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (87 7 ) , 1441 : 4 . ] 
42 72 . Why , yuh see - but  dat ' s  so hard to  g i t  - see , becuz prob ' ly ah an ' yuh 

in de room . Well , we ' s  pass watah in de same bucket , but when yuh wanta git dat , 
yuh see , :yuh [woman] gotta pass watah in one [bucket ] an ' have one fer ' em [man ] . 

(21)  HIS  BOTTLED URINE SHAKEN UP SIDE DOWN 
TO KEEP HIM AT WORK 
SHAKEN UPRIGHT TO BRING HIM HOME 
FOOT TRACK ADDED MAKES HIM RUN HOME PAYDAY 
BUT WHILE HE IS WORKING BE SURE TO 
"LIFT DE STOPPAH AN '  GIVE HIM A LITTLE AIR" 

Co ' se when yuh [he ] pass 
watah in deah [ there ] , yuh 
have tuh take dat watah . 
If he goin ' throw sompin 
in deah [he could spit into 
i t  to kill any love cunj ure see marg in t i t les soon to 
f ollow, beginning with word 

SPITT ING ] . Yuh gotta throw dat in de toilet , yuh undahs tan ' .  When yuh got dat 
stuff , yuh got ' fm  stopped t ight [ in a bottle ] . Why dat ' s  perfect .  Well ,  now , 
if he comin ' - if it ' s  time fer ' im tuh be comin ' from work , yuh j is ' lifts dat 
stoppah up a little bit . Dat ' s  fer ' im  tuh come home . If it ' s  payday , shake it 
[bottle ] an ' he can ' t  stop till he git home . [ He won ' t ]  git r id of de [money ] .  
If  yuh want ' im to broke [break away ] an ' run home , j is '  git a little bit [ of ]  
de foot track an ' put i t  [ in ]  dere [bottle ] too . Long as yuh has dat , why he ' s  
got ta come . BUT LONG AS HE WORKIN ' ,  WHY DURIN ' DE DAY JIS ' LIFT DE STOPPAH AN '  
GIVE HIM A LITTLE AIR , YO ' KNOW , TUH WORK ON . BUT WHEN YUH THINK IT ' S KNOCKIN '
OFF TIME, STOPPAH DOWN . An ' shaken it [bottle ] up an ' [ or ]  down lak dat [means ] :  
WHEN YUH WAN ' ' IM TUH WORK , SHAKE IT DOWN , yuh know stick it on de  head ; an ' WHEN YUH WAN ' ' IM TUH COME HOME , SET IT UP STRAIGHT . An ' af tah he come home , yuh kin 
lay it down . [ Charleston, S .  Car . , (530) , 641 : 8 . ] 

4 27 3 .  [Although I could have indexed this rite under 9 DAYS , or NAME , or 
UPS IDE DOWN , I chose SIFTING , a mag ic ac t ion , b ecause there are seve�examples 
of  it in HOODOO . My early recordings in Mob ile not being good , I asked some of 
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the better informants to return a second time . The following rite is given in 

SIFT URINE 9 DAYS - BOTTLE - ADD NAME ON PARCHMENT 
PIECE OF CLOTHES - BURY BOTTOM UPWARDS - UNDER BACK STEP S 

the original and 
revised ver sion : ]  
Original version :  
Say , fo ' nins tance 

someone is away an ' yuh want dis person . Yuh wanta know wha ' chew do wit dat?  
[I  probab ly nod yes . ] Dis  per son , i f  dey come back an ' spen ' de night wit chew , 
git chew a clean slop j ar - it ' s  no t wher e dey kin go out [ outside]  chew know . 
Yuh b e  careful yuh don ' t us e it yuhs el f .  An ' yuh let ' em use dis an ' den on de  
nex_�  mawnin ' yuh git a ole-time siftah .  [ S i fter is a magic obj ect , sifting or 
straining a magic action . ]  Yuh see , dese ole roun ' siftahs de  kind dat yuh turn . 

(The old-fashioned hand sifter - flour sifter . )  
Dat ' s right . Yuh git some o thah bucket or pail an ' yuh s train dis . Take dis 

out an ' strain it fo ' nine times . 
(You pour this ahamber lye through this sifter nine times . )  
Dat ' s  right , fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' den yuh po ' dat out intuh a bottle an ' 

yuh dig a place undah yuh back s teps . Yuh put it in a bottle  j is '  enough tuh 
hol ' dat amount , an ' yuh turn it on de head . Put a cork s toppah in it , yuh un
dahstan ' , an ' turn i t  on de head an ' bury dat . An ' dat per so,n will nevah leave 
dere till yuh take dat up . 

Revised version: 
Jis 1 like if  a person is away an ' yuh want ' em tuh return , xuh use yuh slop 

j ar .  Wash it clean an ' j is '  use it yuhs elf fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' yuh use an ' 
old siftah - one of  dese b ig roun ' ones . An ' yuh set ovah dat [ si fter and slop 
j ar ]  an ' s train dat each time fo ' nine times . An ' den aftah de ninth mawnin ' ,  
yuh wr ite dis per son ' s name on a piece o f  parchment papah . Put it intuh a bottle 
an ' turn it  - no , yuh fir s ' plac e ,  if yuh have a p iece o f  dere ole sock or undah
weah or anythin ' like wher evah dere ' s  per spiration . If it is undah de  armpits , 
yuh cut dat out an ' put it in dis bot tle , an ' put dat name on dat parchment an ' 
s tick it in der� , an ' yuh turn it on i t s  head . Put it in yuh clo set  or some 
place where no �ne will dis turb it , an ' leave it . Dey will return . 

(What do you do with this ahamber lye then? ) 
Yuh put de  parts o f  de sock or whatevah yuh get . 
(You put that in the ahamber lye don ' t you? What do you do that for ? )  
Well , dat has some kin ' a peculiah ef fect - ah don ' t know.  
(Oh ! You don ' t put that in the bo ttle1 )  
Yes , ah think dat chew put dat in de bottle , but chew put dis clo th in it . 
(Now , D ID YOU SAY YOU S IT OVER THE STRAINER? YOU REL IEVE YOURSELF THROUGH 

THIS  S IFTER? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . 
Comparison of versions : 
[ S everal days separated the two preceding ver sions . We learn her e as well as 

elsewher e ,  that a person pro ficient in hoodoo does not repeat rites word for ward . 
There ar e many ways to rearrange even the same material . Besides , numerous in
formants tell us about var ious method s to accomplish the same end . In our second 
ver sion the woman ' s ,  not the male victim' s urine is used . Her urine will serve 
the same purpose , drawing power , by wr iting his name on a piece of parchment and 
dropping it into the b o t tled urine . This time she does not pour the ur ine through 
a flour sifter with a handle ; she lays a round hand sifter - large wooden hoop 
with wir e screening on one side - on the chamb erpot and squat s over it to relieve 
her self . Her urine pas sing through the sifter protects it agains t countermagic . 
For good measure his per spiration in a piece of  his old clothing i s  add ed . Ins tead 
of burial , the bottle is  hidden in a closet J [Mobile , Ala . , ( 650) , 1st  ver s ion , 
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866 : 1 ;  2nd version , 965 : 4 . ] 
4 274 . (Git his right-foot sock? ) 
Yeah , git ' i s  right-foot sock an ' 

up nic e .  Ah j is ' kin show yuh . Yuh 
take a silvah dime . Yuh know, roll de sock 
undahstan ' whut ah 'm talkin ' about . Roll 

d e  sock nice an ' carry 
SILVER DIME - WOMAN ROLLS UP IN MAN ' S RIGHT-FOOT SOCK 

SHE URINATES ON - BURIES UNDER HER DOORSTEP 
it - de right sock. But 
co ' se she ' ll have tuh use 

chambeP lye , don ' t chew know , an ' bury it undah ' er 
(What does she do with her chambeP lye? ) 

it wit a little of  ' er 
do ' step . 

Well , yuh see she j is ' urinate a little in dat s ock , don ' t chew see . 
(And bury it in und er the doorstep? ) 
Yeah , right whare he come in an ' out . 
(What will that do then when she does that? ) 
Dat make him stay der e .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (916) , 1485 : 2 . ] 
4 2 7 5 . I know one time a woman had some [ urine ] in a bottle . She had six 

bottles : One was about two inches full , another was about three inches full , 

6 BOTTLES WITH INCREAS ING AMOUNTS OF URINE 
EACH BOTTLE AL SO HELD NEEDLES AND PINS AND HAIR 

ano ther about half full , an
other half full , and another 
almost  full , and ano ther all 
full . And [ all ] stopped up 

t ight . The bottles had needles and pins in them and hair in i t . And he couldn ' t 
pas s his water until some o f  those bot tles were opened . Her husband , she didn ' t 
like him , and she was going with another man . It ' was his water she stopped up . 
It killed him . He actually died . [ The magic rite o f  increasing amounts - as 
well as  of decreasing amounts - is fairly common , but this one is rather elab o
rat e ,  unusual . ]  [ Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  (31) , by Ed iphone ; happ ened in ad
j oining Hamp ton , Va . , 1908 . ] 

4 2 7 6 . An ' mah mothah when she wuz - us ed tuh settle wit a white  man , he 
nevah come in dere ' till twelve or one a ' clock , an ' so she , well , didn ' t wan ' tuh 
b e  dere dat la te  at  night , yuh know , tryin ' tuh settle  wi t ' im .  An ' so she tole 

a certain man dat came along 
SNAKEROOT - GUNPOWDER - SACHET POWDER - URINE [ itinerant root worker ] an ' he 

tole her , says , "Well , now , ah 
t ell yuh whut tuh do , if yuh wanta make him s e t t le wi t yuh , an ' ah guarantee 
he ' ll settle wit yuh ' fore ten a ' clock tuhnight . "  She say , "All right . "  He 
say , "Git chew some gunpowdah an ' git chew a little han ' ke ' ch ' ef , [ and ] dis  
Sweet Sachet Powdah - p erfume , sachet powdah . "  An ' he say , "An ' d en she ' ll 
[ yuh ' ll]  cook fo ' him too" - she cooked fo ' de white man - he says , "an ' yuh 
sprinkle dat sachet powdah all aroun ' d ere . An ' den yuh put some of dat gun
powdah in it an ' put some vine - b lacksnake roo t in d ere . "  An ' he say , "Yuh 
go on d ere an ' talk wit ' im . " An ' he said , "He ' 11 ask yuh - yuh don ' t have tuh 
fuss eithah - settle right away . "  Well , she ' d git dat an ' she would s ew dat bag 
on ' er . Dat ' s when I wuz small . 

(Where did this happ en? In what par t of the country? ) 
' At was up here at Hollyville . 
(Tha t ' s in Mississippi? ) 
Campb ellsville , yes sir , Mississipp i . 
(I  see . Well , she would put this snakeroot in this powder and j us t  sprinkl e 

it  around ? What did she do with it? ) 
She would put dat sachet powdah all aroun ' ' i s  plat e-like - make d e  food smell 

good . She didn ' t put it  in food . Well , she put dat othahs in a little bag , yuh 
know , dat [gunpowd er ] an ' dat snakeroo t-like - yuh know , dat b lacksnake roo t , an ' 
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carried it [bag ] in dere when she went on tuh urinate on it . 
(She would urinate on it b efore she went in there? ) 
Yes . 
(And she carried the bag ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Well , why wouldn ' t  he settle with her except at those hour s at night ? )  
Ah don ' t know , he j is '  wouldn ' t  do it . She ' d  go dere an ' set an ' set . She 

stayed wit ' im  five year s ,  an ' whenevah he ' d  settle , she ' d  have tuh go dere an ' 
set . He j es '  wouldn ' t  settle , j is '  waitin ' an ' foolin ' aroun ' . [Vicksburg , 
Miss . ,  ( 6 7 4a) , 1044 : 4 . ] 

4 2 7 7 . Yuh take dis chamber lye an ' 
let it stay dere an ' den yuh take it . 

set it , set it fa ' 34 hours , see . An ' yuh 
Boil dis [John de ] Conkah root an ' boil 

SNAKEROOT - JOHN DE CONKER - 34 HOURS OLD URINE 
SALT - RED PEPPER - THROW BEHIND VIS ITOR 

dis  snakeroot tuhgethah . Put 
de j uice of d i s  snakeroot an ' 
conkah root intuh dis  chamber 
lye wit a tablespo onful of  red 

peppah , tab lespoonful of table salt . Stir i t  all up tuhgethah . Ef anyb ody come 
in dere an ' yuh don ' t want ' em  come in , when dey go out j i s '  throw it behin ' 'em 
an ' keep on like dat . Dey nevah come dere no mo ' .  An ' yuh kin break a fellah ' s 
business up wit it . [ This Conker root i s  really devil ' s-shoes tring says infor
mant in 7 98 : 3 ,  several rites preceding pre sent one . ] [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 2 2 ) , 

7 9 9 : 3 . ] 
4278 . Put soda in it . 

SODA - URINE - BOTTLED - BURIED (Put soda in the chamber lye? ) 
Yes sir , put soda in it . Jis ' lak if yuh wuz 
layin ' down tuh sleep , or me , an ' when we git 

up through de night , someone ease [ into ] our room an ' git dat stuff an ' bottle 
it  up an ' put some soda or somepin in it  an ' dey bury it . An ' de  nex ' time yuh 
git ready tuh do da t ,  it will s top on yuh an ' give yuh pain . 

(You mean some man or woman will get it? ) 
No , de man kin b e  alone . 
(Or the woman alone . ) 

Yes . 
(They only do this with your own chamber lye? ) 
Yes . 
(They pu t the soda or something in it  and then they bury this . )  [ S t .  Peter s

burg , Fla . , (100 6) , 162 3 : 2 . ] 
4 2 7 9 . Yuh take dis chamber lye an ' put it in a bag [bottle ] an ' git some soda 

an ' put in dat . An ' break de walls , de  plastahin ' in de  house , anywhere in de 

SODA - URINE - BOTTLED - BURIED IN PLASTER WALL 
house , an ' keep it dere in dat , 
keep it stopped up . Dat will 
keep ' im  an ' make htm love yuh 

an ' stay roun ' home . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (14 9 2 ) , 2 6 6 2 : 5 . ] 
4280 . Dey take yuh watah an ' stop it  up an ' YUH ' LL NEVAH MAKE WATAH NO MORE 

IN DE WORL ' . Put it intuh a bottle - if yuh don ' t spit intuh it , see . If yuh 

SP ITT ING INTO URINE "TO KILL IT" 
spit in yuh urinate , dat kill d e  urinate [and 
an enemy cannot use it to harm you ] . An ' dey 
dig a hole an ' put it undah de  step . Well , 

yuh don ' t make watah no mo ' ,  
La . , (8 03) , 112 1 : 3 . ] 

an ' DAT CUZ YUH TUH BE WATAH BOUND . [ New Orleans , 

4 2 8 1 .  Well , a lot  of  ins tan ' [ ins tance s ] , like yuh ' s a man would have a 
or she would have a husband , an ' he would urinate yuh see . Now , if he spit 
d ere , it prakly [ practically ] kills it . If he don ' t ,  she takes dat an1 she 

wife , 
in 
puts 
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it in de bot tle , 
SPITTING INTO URINE - 9 PINS - 9 NEEDLES - C INNAMON POWDER nine pins an ' nine 

needles . see . an ' 
stop s it up t ight wit some c innamon powdah , put it  right where he passes at . 
By judge yuh can ' t git ' em apart regardless how she treat 'im . 

(You mean she put s i t  where he can walk over it or under it? ) 
To walk ovah , like it b e ' s a step tuh go up stairs , j is ' put it right undah de 

step where he  passes ovah . [ New Orleans , La . , (816) , 1155 : 2 . ] 
4282 . Well , ah seen ' em spit in yuh pee , whut chew pee in . It wuz all took 

up an ' put in a bot tle . All dat wuz put in a bottle an ' dey put cayenne peppah 
in dat . Dey put sugah in 

SPITTING INTO URINE - RED PEPPER - URINE - BOTTLED dat an ' set it b ehin ' de 
b ed , an ' let it stay ' hin ' 

de b ed fo ' three days . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 154 7 ) , 2807 : 4 . ] 
4283 . Dey take yuh ahamber Lye an ' s top it up in a bottle , an ' lak if ah want 

chew tuh love me , take dat an ' put some sugah in it , an ' s top it up in a bot t le 
an ' keep it dere unt il de bot tle b ust s . 

SUGAR - HIS AND HER URINE - BOTTLED (Then what would happen? ) 
Yo ' couldn ' t live . 

(Whose ahamber Lye would you put in that bot tle? ) 
Yuhs , yuhs an ' mine . 
(They would mix up both the man ' s and the woman ' s ?  That would kill you then? ) 
Yes . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (1558 , Pegleg ' s wif e ) , 283 6 : 8 . ] 
4 284 . Yuh don ' do nuthin but j is ' de  sulphur an ' yuh peepee , dat ' ll  keep de 

law from yuh house an ' it  will gain dere love . 
(Where do you put it? ) 

SULPHUR AND URINE Jis ' sprinkle it on each steps , j is ' throw it all 
roun ' yuh house - all roun ' yuh house . [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , (1348) , 2 3 3 1 : 10 . ] 

SULPHUR - URINE - RED PEPPER 4285 . Chamber Lye kills poison. If yuh keep 
ahamber Lye roun ' yuh house , wit sulphur an ' red 

peppah , no one can ' t harm yuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 84 ) , 245 9 : 9 . ] 
4286 . Fo ' good luck yuh take dat ovahnight - lak yu ' d use yuh slop j ar in 

yuh house ,  well mawnin ' s yu ' d git up ' fore de  sunrise an ' po ' it undahneath yuh 
step an ' roun ' in de front where yuh 

SUNRISE , BEFORE - URINE AT OUT SIDE DOOR fren ' s have tuh walk in an ' out comin ' 
in yor e do ' . An ' dat ' s fo ' good luck 

an ' fo ' peace . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 3 2 ) , 151 3 : 3 . ] 
4287 . Ah ' ve heard dat evah mawnin ' ' fo ' sunrise , j is ' lak yuh - yuh git up 

an ' take yuh ahamber Lye an ' throw it tuh de right-hand side of yuh do ' ' fo ' de 
sunrise , an ' dat ' ll make yuh lucky . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1095) , 1 7 65 : 1 . ] 

4288 . Throw dat out de  do ' evah mawnin ' ' fore sunrise . It will g ive yuh good 
luck . 

(This ahamber Lye . )  
Dat ' s right . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1304 ) , 2204 : 4 . ] 
4289 . Chamber Lye is dis way , when yuh in hard luck sometimes - in hard 

luck . Fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  git up an ' take yore ahamber Lye an ' walk out an ' 
throw dat out in fronta 

9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE - THROW URINE TO SUNRISE yuh do ' lak dat fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s tuhwards de sun

rise . An ' regardless of who it is , yuh luck will change , yuh luck won ' t go b ad 
wit chew atall . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 2 ) , 1601 : 3 . ] 

4 2 90 .  Ah goes tell de  people come roun ' fo ' d e  sunr ise an ' take de  ahamber 
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lye an ' po ' on de bot tom do ' step - undahs tan ' me - an ' see [watch ]  de sun dry it  

9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE - URINE AT DOOR 
up . Undahs tan ' me? De sun dry it  up 
an ' if dey have any trouble wit de 
officahs 1 anY.thin ' lak dat 1 dey don ' 

wanta bo thah roun ' dere atall -
(Do they do that every day? ) 

don ' bo thah wit yuh home . 

Do dat fo ' ' b out nine days . [ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , (1044) 1 1694 : 7 . ] 
4 29 1 .  If yuh in bad luck in doin ' bus iness in yuh house,  de firs ' thin ' yuh 

do in de mawnin ' ,  git up ' fo '  de sunr ise an ' sweep yuh dirt out chur e back porch 

AFTER SWEEPING PORCH 9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE 
SPRINKLE AND SWEEP EACH OF THOSE MORNINGS WITH 

EARTH FROM YOUR CHAMBER-LYE DUMP 
[never out the front entrance 
if you are in bus iness ] ,  sweep 
de sand o f f  yore back porch . 
An ' go out tuh yuh , IF YUH GOT 
A TOILET , out wher e yuh dump yuh 

chamber lye .  Bring dat fresh stuff back an ' sprinkle on yuh porch an ' yuh won ' t 
be bothahed wit dat no mo ' .  Why ah says yuh take some of  yuh chamber lye whut 
chew ur inate , yuh own 1 yuh sweep off yore back por ch firs ' ,  den br ing some of yuh 
urinate back dere an ' j is '  spr inkle ovah de back por ch , an ' yuh be through wi t 
dem fo ' evah . 

(That is after you sweep the porch , you sprinkle it  wi th some chamb er lye . 
You do that in the mo rning for nine mornings . )  

Fer nine mawnin ' s .  
[Thes e 9 mornings enter the text after the fir s t  paragraph , wher e the extra 

periods following no mo ' in original transcription indicate a recording-machine 
stoppage . Informant ' s  preceding words yuh be through wit dem fo ' evah raises the 
ques tion �th wham? Her bad luck does no t arise from too much competition (espe
cially severe dur ing the Great Depres sion , the time o f  this interview) , lack of 
busines s ab ility , quality of facilities and goods and services . No 1 bad luck ,  
like disease and all ailment s ,  is caused b y  an evil-minded person who has thrown 
a dust in her house , p lanted a hand outside , wished her evil , etc . Why does she 
use ground on which ur ine has been emptied ?  Is  thi s a contact-wi th-the ear th 
rite? Or have we a practical reason? Ur ine , frequently used in scrub water , 
would become as urine-soaked-ear th more useful when sweeping . ]  [ S t . Pet er sburg , 
Fla . , (1043) 1 1 6 93 : 2 . ] 

4 2 9 2 .  Yuh go dere early in de mawnin ' j is '  
house ,  yassuh 1 an ' yuh sprinkle red p eppah all 

a little befo ' day - tuh dis 
around it 1 all in de yard , an ' 

heavy undah de steps where 
RED PEPPER ABOUT HOUS E OUT SIDE - BEFORE SUNRISE 

URINE OVER RED PEPPER UNDER STEPS 
dey have tuh go in an ' out . 
When yuh git through spr inklin '  
dis red p eppah 1 den yuh take 

yuh some chamber lye an ' throw it undah de steps on de peppah dat ' s  undah de 
steps . An ' den yuh leave . Dat brings up confusion between ' im an ' ' i s family 
an ' de person dat he ' s  dealin ' wi t 1 an ' he ' ll have tuh leave dere . 

(That is to get even wi th the landlord ? To keep people out o f  the house? ) 
Yes suh . [ Little Rock , Ark . , ( 9 00) 1 14 7 2 : 12 . ] 
4 293 .  Git yuh some salt - git yuh some table 

de sidewalk . Dey ' ll move . Git dat salt an ' put 
salt an ' throw it out dere on 
it  out dere 1 yuh ' ll move ' um . 

SALT AND URINE - BEFORE SUNRISE - SPRINKLED IN FRONT OF HOUSE 
When yuh pass , 
come along , 
yuh goin ' call 

' um .  He ' ll have a mind tuh come her e .  He ' ll wan ta when he s tar t ,  but when he 
git here , ' is mind , dat carries ' tm  on by , yuh see . Dat salt - yuh ' ve go t ' tm  
gwinin ' [going ] , yuh see .  Jis ' sprinkl e dat salt an ' mix it  up wi t some chamber 
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�' an ' carry it dere an ' thrown it down out dere , early in de mawnin ' ab out 
twice a week ' f ore sunup ,  yuh see . An ' he ' s  gone , he ain ' t nevah gain ' come 
back . He gain ' stay ' way all de time . But he ' ll see you somewhere an ' he say , 
"Well , "  he say , "ah ' ll b e  back tuh s ee yuh sometime , "  say , " tell me yuh boot
leggin ' • " Yuh tell ' em  tuh come on , but he ain ' t comin ' • He ain ' t nevah comin ' • 
Dat salt keep ' im  weakened an ' dat ahambeP lye keep ' im  weakened , see . Yuh go 
on home . He ain ' t gwine wit yuh , he ain ' t nevah comin ' back . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , 
(725) ' 99 6 : 1 . ] 

4294 . On a Friday mawnin ' befo ' de sun rise.  
(Yes ? )  
Yuh kin buy some [ kind o f ]  o il ,  use yuh ahambeP lye 

ahambeP lye [don ' t throw it away us eles sly ] - an ' what 

FRIDAY BEFORE SUNRISE - AL SO AT NOON - SCRUBBING WITH 
URINE - CEDAR OIL - WATER 

- don ' t evah emp ty yuh 
yuh wash yuh face wit 

[water ] .  Mix dat [water ] 
wit yuh ahambeP lye an ' 
dis oil . An ' scrub yuh 
house wit it - dress yuh 

house wit it in de mawnin ' , an ' den at noontime right at twelve a ' clock on a Fri
day . But be sure tuh scrub yuh house an ' use it wit dat - dat ' s  de ins ide . But 
in de mawnin ' yuh use dat prakly [ prac tically ] on yuh front . 

(I  see . What kind of  oil i s  this , they get ? ) 
Secret . 
(Secret oil? ) 

Yeah . 
(S ecret oil . I see . And that ' s  to keep the law away . )  
[ The oil is identified later . ]  
Dat ' s  protection where yuh are at . 
(What else do they do out s ide in the morning? ) 
[ Scrub ] yuh steps an ' r ight on yuh sidewalk, right in front of yuh do ' .  
(And then [at  noon on Friday ] you scrub ins ide? ) 
Yes , sir . 
[ Here I stop my recording machine to prepare for a repetition of  details a 

clearer account of the rite . ] 
(All r ight . )  
[We star t all over again . ] 
In de mawnin ' s  when yuh wash yuh face an ' han ' s ,  well yuh slop j ar dat yuh use 

durin ' de night , j is '  yuh po ' s  dat [ face-and-hands ] watah intuh it . Den add dat 
oil intuh de same pot . 

[ There are the 3 ingredient s of the " scrub" . ]  
(What kind of  o il was that ? )  
Cedar . 
[We had worked out the oil prob l em  while machine stopped . ] 
(Cedar oil , all r ight . Now, go ahead . )  
In de mawnin ' s  den , yuh use it right in front of  yuh do ' .  
(What mornings? ) 
Well , dat ' s  on Friday mawnin ' , but prakly evah mawnin ' in front . 
(I  see . )  
But de [main thing ] is Friday mawnin ' an ' in yuh house .  It ' s  Friday a t  noon 

dat yuh scrub ins ide .  
( I  see . You said you scrub your outside in the morning and the ins ide ab out 

noon . )  
Yes sir , on Fridays . 
[ The special ins ide scrubb ing on Friday is for weekend customers . ]  
( I  see . ) 
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[ Here af ter stopping machine , I decide to ask a ques tion about protection . ] 
Us e dat same oil . 
(Cedar oil ? ) 
Yes sir , dat same oil in de same way . 

real airtight [ demons t rates ] an ' bury it . 
Put it intuh a bottle an ' shuttin ' it  

(Jerk the bottle from you [ and bury it at the door to  keep anyone from harming 
you ] . )  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 54 ) , 1030 : 3 . ] 

4295 . Well , yuh wan ' a keep de law away , 
fer nine mawnin ' s yuh git up , yuh go tuh de 

if  yuh ' re bottleggin ' . Evah mawnin ' 
front do ' - don ' t evah sweep yuh dirt 

out de front -
BEFORE SUNRISE - SPRINKLE URINE ON MIXTURE CIRCLING HOUSE 
OVERNIGHT - MIXTURE OF SWEEP INGS FROM HOUSE FRONT TO BACK 

befo ' de sunris e .  
Sprinkle ahamber 
ly e an ' - but 
f irs ' , burn ole 
shoe sole  an ' take 

BURNED WITH OLD SHOE SOLE AND SULPHUR AND IN PLACE BY SUNSET 
REPEAT 9 NIGHT S AND 9 MORNINGS T O  KEEP LAW AWAY 

de dus t o f  dat ole shoe an ' sulphuh , an ' sprinkle it  all aroun ' yeh hous e out
s ide . An ' den do all dat when de sun go down in de evenin ' . As de sun gain ' 
down yuh burn de shoe sol e  [ and the sulphur - see later ] . Nex ' mawnin ' befo ' de  
sunrise ,  sprinkle i t  aroun ' yeh hous e [ shoe-sole ashes ] an ' sulphur , an ' den 
sprinkle ahamber ly e all de  way roun ' . Den as zhao sweep yuh house , sweep de 
d irt all back , from de front all de way back . Take it  up on yuh shovel an ' befo ' 
sundown dat evening take dat dus t whut chao sweep out cheh house an ' burn it up 
in sulphuh an ' ole shoe sole . An ' do dat fer 9 mawnin ' , don ' t mis s a mawnin ' , 
befo ' de sunrise . An ' as de  sun gain ' down in de evenin ' , yuh burn yuh shoe 
sole . An ' continue sprinkle dat ahamber ly e aroun ' yuh hous e .  An ' de o f ficahs , 
dere wouldn ' t be ano thah s tep about chao , won ' t nevah think about chew an ' yuh 
l ikker . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (284) , 201 : 4 . ] 

429 6 . Dey say if  dey catch yuh watah , da ' s [ that is ] dangerous , cuz ah know 
a man dat happened tuh . It wuz a frien ' of  ourn.  Dey takes yuh watah an ' dey 

IN DE SUNRISE - URINE UPSIDE DOWN - CORNER OF HOUSE 
"WHY SO MANY PEOPLE HAVE WATAH-BOUND AND DIE" 

puh-z it [ puts it ] in a 
bottle where no air kin 
hit it an ' dey s tah-z ip 
[ s tops ] it up wit a tight 

cork , an ' dey take an ' beah 
know , bottom upward . 

[ bury ] dat in de sunris e wit de bottom turned , yuh 

(What do you mean in the sunrise ? ) 
Yuh see , j is ' lak de sun rise ovah heah , j is ' de  cornah de sun ris e .  Well , 

yuh - j is ' lak dis is d e  cornah of yuh hous e .  Well , yuh j is ' beah dat where de 
sun risin ' an ' when i t  r ises , it ' ll face right on dat bottle . But yuh see yuh 
turn dat bottle bottom upwards . Now , when yuh gits ready tuh urinate , yuh stomik 
begins tuh hurt an ' yuh can ' t urinate , becuz yuh watah is s topped up . An ' now , 
if someb ody kin git tuh i t  an ' let yuh wa tah out , dat will relief yuh . DAT ' S WHY 
SO MANY PEOPLE HAVE WATAH-BOUND AN ' DIE . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 8 3 ) , 1085 : 7 . ]  

42 97 . Well , dere ' s some p iece of  yuh [ a  man ' s ]  clo thes she kin git an ' wash 
' em tuhgethah wit hers , an ' take de suds offa dat watah an ' she kin stop it up 

SWEAT IN CLOTHES 
( 1 )  HI S AND HER CLOTHES WASHED TOGETHER 

SUDS BOTTLED WITH HIS URINE 

in a bottle . An ' she kin take a 
little bit of it , an ' if she kin 
git a holt  of a l ittle b i t  of ' is 
ur ine , an ' she kin git dat an ' stop 
it up in dere , shut it  up tight , 

purtty soon he ' ll come back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (252) , 17 2 : 1 . ] 
4298 . Ah heard dat yuh kin take a man ' s undahweah , his d irty undahweah an' 

yuh kin wash it in yore pee , see , an ' den fold it up . Yuh take de sleeves an ' 
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yuh fol ' dis sleeve , fold it in , an ' yuh take dis s leeve an ' fold it on top of  

(2)  MAN ' S D IRTY UNDERWEAR - WASHED IN WOMAN ' S URINE 
FOLDED - PUT UNDER HER MATTRESS - SLEPT ON 

dat . Den yuh take it 
an ' f o ld it tuhgethah , 
turn i t  ovah tuhgethah 
an ' roll it up ,  an ' put 

' em undah yuhr mattress an ' sleep on it . Dat is , if he ' s  gone away from home , 
dat will bring ' im back . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1522) , 2713 : 20 . ] 

4299 . Ah tell yuh whut she could do tuh make htm come back tuh ' er .  If  she 
got any of ' is undahclo thes , if he left any of  ' is undahclothes dere , s he would 

take his undahshirt  
( 3 )  SHE WASHES HIS UNDERWEAR AND DRAWERS IN CLEAR WATER 

BOTTLES WATER - BURIES BOTTOM UPWARDS UNDER HER 
FRONT STEPS - URINATES ON IT 9 MORNINGS 

an ' ' is drawahs an ' 
wash ' em , see . Wash 
' em in some cleah 
wa tah . Don ' t put 

no soap in i t , j is '  take de cleah watah an ' rinse it off . Take dis watah yuh 
undahs tan ' ,  from ' i s undahclo thes an ' put it in a bottle . Bury it undah ' er 
f ront s teps , yuh undahs tan ' ,  an ' go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' pee on dis  bot
tle . Ah ' ll guarantee yuh [ he ]  won ' t fool wit no o thah woman an ' yo ' ll [ he ' ll ]  
come back dere an ' g o  o n  in wi t ' er [ live with her aga in ] . 

(You leave this bottle s tanding upright like that? ) 
No , turn i t  up . 
(Turn it ups ide down? ) 
Turn dat ups ide down wit de watah o ffa yuh clo thes in dere , yuh undahs tan ' .  

[ New Orleans , La . , (8 50) , 131 6 : 1 . ] 
4300 . She said she cut dis piece o f  

reckon de p lug mus ' have b een dat roun ' 
' is clothes , cut out a roun ' p lug . Ah 
[ demons trates ] ,  j is '  ' bout de s ize of  a 

dollah . Cut it 
( 4 )  ROUND PIECE SIZE OF DOLLAR CUT FROM HIS DRAWERS 

PUT IN BAG WITH FISH SALT - BURIED NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF HOUSE - SHE URINATES ON 9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE 

outa de seat o f  
' is drawahs . She 
said s he took it 
an ' put it in a 

bag an ' put some fish brine salt in dere wit it . An ' she said , an ' carried � t  
o n  d e  no ' theast  cornah o f  ' er house an ' dug d e  hole an ' put i t  i n  dere . She 
said evah mawnin ' befo ' de sun rise she ' ll go roun ' dere an ' make watah on i t . 
She done i t  fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  she said . An ' dey say he left here an ' nevah did 
come through here [ Richmond ] no more . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (340) , 3 73 : 1 ,  about 1 9 2 9  

in Richmond . ]  
( 5 )  SHOE S OLE BURNED - IN BOTTLED URINE 4301 . Git de sole o f  de shoe when 

BURIED BOTTOM UPWARD de sole wo ' ' way on de bottom ,  parch 
' em in ashes an ' put ' em in ahambeP 

lye . Parch ' em intuh ashes an ' drop i t  down in a bottle an ' put in ahambeP lye 
an ' stick it [ bottle bottom ] up . 

(What will that do ? )  
Say dat gits ' em  down . Dat breaks up a man an ' ' is wife . 
(Whose shoes would they do that to ? )  
Jis ' lak if anybody wanta break me up an ' ah throw mah ole shoes out , dey gits 

' em .  Dey g i t  mah shoes an ' burn de sole . 
(And whos e  ahambeP lye do they put on that , then? ) 
Yores , yore own . 
(The person that is  trying to harm you? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1271 o r  1 2 7 2 ) , 215 6 : 6 . ] 
4302 . If a man leave home an ' she wants ' im  back tuh ' er ,  she kin take his 

clothes . If he leave any garment dere , shoes an ' clo thes , an ' [ she ] take dose 
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( 6 )  HIS SHOES OR CLOTHES - SHE PUTS URINE ON 
SHE SLEEPS OVER - HE RETURNS IN 3 DAYS 

clo thes an ' put ' em undah de 
ha!� o f  de baid 1 an ' some of  
' er urinate an ' sprinkle it  
ovah de clo thes 1 sleep on it 1 

in three days he ' ll b e  home . [Washington .  D . C . 1 ( 638 ) 1 625 : 6 . ] 

( 7 )  SOCK OR STOCKING - CUT OFF FOOT - ROLL TO YOU 
INCENSE - URINE - IN BOTTLE 

4 3 03 . Dey take socks or 
s tockin ' s an ' put dis lump 
insaint [ incens e ] . dey 
ahambeP lye . Cut de bottom 

of  it  out 1 roll it an ' put it  in a bottle in de person ' s ahambeP lye . an ' dey say 
dey kin keep ' em .  Dey ' ll nevah s eparate from ' em . [Mob ile 1 Ala . 1 ( 6 95) 1 943 : 9 . ] 

4304 . I know this for mys elf . A man was in my home town in my neighborhood 
and his wife she was a woman who wanted to run around and have a good time . And 
she didn ' t want him to say anything to her 1 so she go t two pieces of his clo thes 

and some of  his water 1 
(8)  HIS C LOTHES - URINE - BURIED AT CENTER OF DOOR and put in a bottle and 

buried tha t at  the center 
of the door he would come in at . And one day he decided to move that door from 
where it  was 1 and digg ing up the steps he found this bottle 1 and saved it until 
she came and asked her if she knew anything about the bottle . She didn ' t want 
to own [up to i t ] . He told her he was go ing to throw it away in running wa ter . 
She b egged him not to do it . I don ' t think he ever throwed i t  away . He didn ' t 
let her get a hold o f  the bo ttle any more . They are getting along now very well 
together . [ Old Po int Comfort 1 Va . 1  or Hamp ton 1 Va . 1  (28 ) 1 by Ed iphone ; s tory 
occurred about 1916 in Charles City Co . 1  Va . ]  

4305 . She kin take dos e 1  take his socks or undahweah an ' some of ' er urinate 
an ' bur ' i t .  Dat will br ing ' em back. Or eithah de ha tban ' or any of  ' is close 

(9) PIECE OF HI S CLOTHES - HER URINE - BURIED 
weahin ' dat touch ' is skin . 
[ Richmond 1 Va . 1  (363) 1 301 : 2 . ] 
4306 . Yo ' take dat yo ' see -

yo ' take dat chamber lye an ' yo ' put it in a j ar yo ' know 1 an ' a pair of a foot 

(10)  FEET FROM PAIR OF HIS SOCKS - IN URINE - UNDER STEP S 
of  ' is socks 1 an ' 
yo ' bury da t undah 
' is s tep an ' he 

couldn ' t •  yo ' know1 go out lak he ga in '  tuh diff ' ren '  womenfolks . Yo ' would have 
' im 1  yo ' see 1 he couldn ' t  go . [ Sumter 1 S .  Car . 1 (1347 ) 1 232 9 : 11 . ] 

(11) LEFT SOCK 9 POD S OF RED PEPPER - URINE - BOTTLE 
BURY UNDER FRONT DOORSTEP 

4307 . Now ah tell yo ' 
whut yo ' kin do wit de 
ahambeP lye dat keeps 
a person at home . Now 1 

if a person husban ' - somp in lak dat - or wife is runnin '  aroun 1 1 let ' em make 
dere ahambeP lye tuh dems elf . Well 1 de nex ' mawnin ' yo ' take some o f  dat an ' po ' 
some intuh a little vial 1 an ' put nine pods of red peppah in it  an ' de dirty heel 
of dat person ' s sock 1 an ' s top it up real tight an ' bury it down undah de front 
do ' step where dey gotta walk down . An ' dat will change dere min ' . 

(You j us t  get the one dirty heel or both dir ty heels? ) 
One of  de lef ' sock1  one off  de lef ' s ide1  de dir ty heel . [ Sumter 1 s. Car . 1 

(1355) . 237 3 : 7 . ] 
4308 . Jis ' like yuh sellin ' whiskey or sompin like da t 1  an ' yuh take yuh 

watah an ' throw it on de front steps an ' sweep it 1 da t suppos ed tuh bring a 

SWEEPING - A MAGIC RITE - WITH URINE 
crowd . Don ' t sweep it out 1 s ee 1  sweep 
it in . [ Richmond 1 Va . 1  (349) 1 39 0 : 10 . ] 
4309 . Take yuh ur ine wa tah an ' throw it 
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on de s tep s  an ' wash de po ' ch off wit i t 1 dey say 1 an ' keep de law away . 
(Do many people do that? ) 

SWEEP - URINE ON STEPS AND PORCH Prak ' ly [ prac tically ] all of ' em .  Of co ' se 
TO KEEP LAW AWAY dese people up in d is district [where I was 

working in a black home ] kin ' a  half respect
able . dey don ' t do it ; b ut yuh take dat common class o f  people aroun ' Second . 
Third and Four th Street do i t . [ Richmond 1 Va . 1 ( 38 9 ) 1 4 6 2 : 3 . ] 

SWEEP WITH URINE - CUSTOMERS - NO POL ICEMAN 
4310 . Sweep out chure house wit 
chure chamber Zye ; dat ' ll make 
yuh have cus tomers an ' make de 

policeman s tay ' way from yuh house . [Little Rock 1 Ark . 1 (895) 1 1465 : 9 . ] 
4311 . Chamber Zye . yuh watah - take de chamber Zye from de night when yuh ' all 

would git up . An ' take in de mawnin ' when yuh sweep out de hous e 1  sweep in ' out 

AFTER SWEEPING HOUSE IN MORNING 
THROW NIGHT ' S  URINE UNDER HOUSE 

FOR CUSTOMERS AND LUCK 

de do 1 1 when yuh git through 1 emp ty de watah 1 
throw i t  undah de house . 
(What will that do? ) 
Dat bring ' im  in 1 da t b r ings in luck . 
(Customers? )  
Yes . [ Brunswick 1 Ga . 1  ( 1 247 ) 1 2113 : 19 . ] 

URINATING BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON 4312 . [Here is a rite that may have b een 
wid espread and fairly common at one time 1 

but I f ound few examp�es of  it - the urine rite . ] 
Take plain table salt an ' each t ime dey go out 1 she kin throw it behin ' d em . 

An ' some people will j i s ' urinate behin ' dem people . Ah ' ve know dat tuh make ' em move . 
(The sal t  itself will make them move? ) 
Jis ' plain table sal t 1  dat ' s  i t . 
(If  that person urinates behind them 1 that ' ll make them move? ) 
Dat ' ll make dem move . 
(Well 1 how would they urinate behind them? ) 
Dey watch fo ' dem 1 or some people will hold i t  fo ' j is '  dat length of t ime . 

If someb ody goes out an ' dat dey j is '  hate ' em  an ' d on ' t want ' em 1 yuh know1 dey 
j is '  squat b ehin ' dem an ' j is '  d o  da t 1  an ' den take de b room an ' sweep it r ight 
s traight out b ehin ' dem . [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (928 ) 1 1510 : 11 . ] 

"TALK TO" - 3 SPOONFULS OF SALT AND URINE 
4313 . It ' ll bring peace . Yuh put 
salt 1 three spoonsfulla salt 1 an ' 
chamber Zye . Den if yuh want ' im  

tuh lak yuh 1 yuh take an ' throw it . 
chew walks from yuh house . Throw it 
tuh speak tuh yuh . 

Talk to  it an 1 j is '  throw it in de path da t 
an ' he will always be approachin ' de do ' 

(That chamber Zye . what will that do then 1 if you put i t  in this path? ) 
If yuh wants ' im  tuh lak yuh 1 he ' ll lak yuh an ' won ' have no harm ag ' ins t 

yuh . 
(That 
Yes . 
4314 . 

throw i t  

will make the man come back and l ike you ? ) 
[ Wilson 1 N .  Car • •  (1476) 1 265 7 : 6 . ] 

In de mawnin ' b efo ' yo ' speak tuh anybody . take yuh chambeP lye an ' 
out in front an ' j is '  keep i t  a ll saturated roun ' yore hous e .  

(What will that d o  then? ) 
TALK OR SPEAK IN MORNING - BEFORE YOU Well 1 dat will make customahs come tuh 

yuh . [ Fayetteville . N .  Car . 1 (1414 ) 1 
2545 : 4 . ] 
4315 . Grand Duke [ ? ]  or Green Pas tures [ ? ]  
or [ ? ] .  
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(Grand ? )  
[ Informant could no t name the oil . ] 
Grand - Gr een Grand - or - yeah , yuh take dat an ' yuh put i t  in a bo ttle . Yuh 

set three bottles , j is '  like yuh git  one a dem cake flavor bottles . Yuh have tub 
take three o f  dem.  Yuh ketches ' er ur ine , s ee .  Yuh ketches some 

THREE BOTTLES of de filth , some of de filth what - j is '  like if she goes in de 
night , de night . Well yuh take a spoon an ' take some of de filth 

an ' put it in one bottle,  den yuh put some of  de ur inate in ano thah bo ttle , den 
yuh takes ' er name . But yuh go an ' git chew some of  dis parchment papah which 
ain ' t no papah , but it ' s  lambskin , , but it ' s  very thin . Yo ' take dat lamb ' s  skin , 
well , yo ' pays 3 2 ¢  a foo t fo ' it [a good profit for hoodoo drug s tores and mail
order houses dur ing the Great Depre s s ion from a cheap quality of parchment paper ] . 
Well , yuh cut yuh a piece j is '  de length of  ' er name , an ' yuh take i t  aftah 
yuh ' ve taken an ' put dat ur inate in one bot tle an ' de o thah s tuff , dat filth , 
in ano thah bot tle . An ' yuh take some corn an ' yuh takes ' er name an ' yuh wr ite 
it . 

(You take some what? ) 
Yuh takes ' er name an ' wr ite it on dis parchment paper . 
(You sa id corn? ) 
Yes . 
(What kind o f  corn? ) 
Jis ' common or ' nary co rn , j is '  like if it be fo ' chicken ' feed in ' . 
(Oh , an ear o f  corn . ) 
Yeah , a roas t in ' ear o f  corn . 
( I  s ee . All right . )  
Den yuh take dat an ' yuh wr ite dat name three t imes an ' put it in each one of 

dose bot tles . 
(On a piece o f  paper you do that? ) 
Yes , parchment papah which it would b e  dis lamb ' s  skin , see . Den yuh take it 

an ' put it right at de cornah [ aenteP later ] o f  de mattress . 
(Now , wait a minute , what did you do with that corn? ) 
Yuh put i t  in dat urinate . 
(Oh , all right . )  
Yuh mix i t  in each one o f  de bot tles , d e  ur inate an ' dat filth , an ' den yuh 

put ' er name down in dere wit it , see . Den yuh take dat bottle an ' yuh fix a 
little package , j is '  like a little small pa�kage , two down an ' one on top , any 
way yuh could git it in dat mattres s ,  but put i t  where she won ' t nevah turn i t  
ovah . An ' yuh an ' her would git along j is '  like two children in de house d ere . 

(Make a package of  tho se two bot tles ? ) 
Two bot tles . Yuh see , yuh have two down an ' one up on top of d em .  
(Oh , you use thr ee o f  tho s e  bot tles ? ) 
Yes , two o f  dem bot tles . 
(Two down and the third one on top ? ) 
On top . 
(All lying f lat? ) 
Lay ' em  down anywhere in de centah [ formerly aoPneP] o f  de mattress , an ' yuh 

an ' ' er will git along like two children in de house . 
(What do you put that corn in there for? ) 
Well , dat ' s  tub s trengthen it . 
(What? Ohl  that ' s  to s trengthen it . )  
Yes , her urinate - long as de ur inate dere , well , she nevah would leave from 

around dere . She will always be  der e ,  be  kind . But den ,  don ' t nevah stop up 
neither one o f  de bot tles tight , yuh undahs tan ' ,  becuz if yuh ' d  s top up de bottle 
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tight , dat would stop ' er urine from comin ' down , see . Jis ' take somepin like a 
papah st oppah , yuh know , j i s '  to ketch a little air , yuh know , j is '  - an ' yuh put 
it down , screw it down , she couldn ' t  nevah go nowhere . Yuh an ' ' er j is '  at peace , 
j i s '  l ike two children . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (829) , 1223 : 1 . ] 

THREE HIGHEST NAMES - URINE - BOTTLE - UNDER DOORSTEP 
4 316 . She kin take ' i s 
urinate an ' In de Name of 
de Fat her-� de Son an '  de 

Ho Zy Ghos t , an ' she kin take it  an ' put i t  in a bottle an ' stop it  up real tight , 
an ' bury it undah de do ' step , an ' when he go he have tuh come back . [ F lorence , 

3 NIGHTS - C IRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE WITH 3 INGRED IENTS 
SALT - RED PEPPER - URINE 

three night s .  Dat takes care d e  buildin ' , whut chew 
body from put t in '  anythin ' roun ' d ere tuh harm yuh . 
1803 : 14 . ] 

S .  Car . , (13 20) , 2263 : 10 . ] 
4317 . Yo ' take ahamber Zye , 
salt  an ' r ed peppah an ' car
ries it roun ' yore house 
[ have ]  in dere - keep any
[Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (112 2 ) , 

4318 . Well , a man kin take a woman ' s  ahambero Zye an ' he kin put it in a bot
tle , put a little sugah in it . See , about a spoonful of sugah in about three 

3 TEASPOONFUL S OF HER URINE - MAN PUTS IN BOTTLE 
WITH SUGAR - TURNS UP SIDE DOWN - BURIES WHERE SHE WALKS 

teaspoonful of ahambero 

�· Den he take dat 
bot tle an ' he turn it 

walk ovah , go in an ' out . 
Tenn . , (1549) , 2819 : 3 . ] 

down where she have tuh 
Dat ' s  tuh make her come undah hi s command . [Memphis ,  

4319 . Well , now , say fo ' instan ' [ for an instance ] if a woman has a husban ' 
or a man dat is  hard tuh handle , an ' s ay dat he chases aroun ' wit othah women an ' 

TIGHTEN GRADUALLY - 9 MORNINGS - SCREW-TOP BOTTLE 
KEPT IN DARK PLACE - HOLD ING HER FOOTSKIN - HIS URINE 

she git  a pint 
his . 

(Of what ? )  

bottle o r  a hal f-pint bottle - howevah , 

she want s tuh take pos
ses sion of ' im .  She 
scrape de dead skin from 
de bot tom of ' er foot an ' 

an ' she ' ll fill it  ful l of 

A pint bottle of urine . She must have de slop j ar ,  she must have dat perfec ' 
ly c lean . She must see dat don ' anybody urinate in dis j ar but him .  Now when 
she take dis  bottle wit a screw top , an ' she ' ll po ' i t  two-third s full of dis 
urine . Now she ' ll put de scrapin ' from de bot tom of ' er foot in dere an ' she ' ll 
set dis  bottle back in a dark place where dat nobody wil l see it . An ' each ma� 
in ' she ' ll make de screw on dat top fo ' nine mawnin ' s , an ' wit de last time she 
screw it , it want s tuh b e  tight where she cain ' t screw it no mo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' .  
Den she keep s dat bottle back an ' dat ' s supposed tuh make dis fellah j is '  de same 
as a baby , easy tuh handle . Whatevah she say s goes . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (915) , 
1481 : 9 . ] 

4320 . Yuh kin take i t  - yuh git hole dove [hold of ] a per son ' s urine . Now , 
tuh g it hold o f  a person ' s  urine , yuh walk up tuh a per son dat yuh like an ' yuh 
wan ' ' em .  If it ' s  a woman an ' yuh wan ' ' em , yuh git  a holt  of ' er urine an ' yuh 

TIGHTEN - AT ONC E - SCREW-TOP BOTTLE - HIS URINE ON TOP OF HERS 
UNTIGHTEN - GRADUALLY AND DAILY - BEGINNING ON THIRD DAY 

put s it in a 
bottle . If de 
bottle is  full , 
po ' hal f it  

out . When yuh po ' de half out , don ' t po ' it in one place ; po ' it an ' try tuh 
scat tah it , yuh see . Scat tah it an ' den yuh urine on top of ' er urine [ in the 
bottle ] . Yuh stop dat up in dat bottle a s  tight as yuh kin . Bury it - aftah 
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yuh tighten it 1 yuh bury it . An ' when yuh bury dis 1 be sur e yuh got it bur ied 
where no heat can ' t git tub it atall . Keep it der e .  An ' don ' let it git no 
air 1 an ' yuh want all de ea st  [ =  yeast  = f erment ing power ] da t dere is tub it . 

Now - an ' evah day af tah yuh bear [ bury ] it 1 de third day af tah yuh bear dis 1 
yuh go back an ' yuh screw up on [ unscrew] de top j is '  a very little 1 see . Den 
yuh covah it back up . Yuh goin ' tub meet dis woman 1 see . When yuh meet ' er 1  she 
goin ' tub pass yuh 1 but she goin '  tub have a kin ' a funny f ellin ' den .  Huh min ' 
will b e  wondahin ' back tub yuh graj ly [ gradually ] .  De nex ' day 1  yuh g o  an ' yuh 
unscrew it ag ' in a little bit . Yuh goin '  tub meet dat woman ag 1 in .  If yuh don ' t 
meet ' er dat day 1 yuh ' ll meet ' er da t night ; an ' if yuh don ' see ' uh 1  she ' s goin ' 
tub ast somebody fuh yuh 1 see . An ' yuh j is '  kee� on let t in '  - unscrewin ' dat 
bottle an ' lettin ' air outa it  like dat . De air 11 come out when yuh unscrew it . 
Yuh don ' have tub unscrew it all de way - j is '  a little 1 see . 

An ' she ' ll come back . But befo ' she come tub yuh 1 she ' s  goin '  tub come wit 
some kind ' a  j ealousy towards yuh ' bout somebody else 1 see . Well 1 yuh gonna try 
tub explain yuhself 1 yuh undahstan 1 1  tub ' er .  But she ' s  comin ' back tub yuh . 
But she ' s  comin ' in a funny way tub yuh 1 yuh undahs tan ' .  Well 1 yuh know what 
it ' s  all about 1 but [ b ecaus e ]  yuh got it f ixed dataway . 

Well 1 prob ' ly it may be de las ' day . Well 1 de las ' day yuh go 1 yuh take da t 
stoppah off dat bottle altuhgethah ; an ' de nex ' night 1 if she don ' come home da ' 
nex ' mawnin 1 1  she b e  home sure da ' nex ' night . Now 1 when she come home 1 yuh take 
dat bottle an ' dump it right in dat same hole where yuh have it bur ied . J is ' 
dump dat ur ine right in dat hole 1 an ' lay d e  bottle down flat in der e 1  an ' covah 
it up an ' let  it stay der e .  An ' yuh won ' t have no mo ' trouble wit ' er 1  an ' she 
won ' t leave no mo ' .  [ Informant s tar ts  out with a rite to catch any woman but 
truns it into one br ing ing a woman back home . ]  [New Orleans 1 La . 1  (832) 1 1242 : 1 . ] 

4 3 21 . Ah ' ve heered da t .  Ah ' ve hear ' em  tell if he me 
TREE mean or somep in othah - lak if he do somepin tub ' im an ' -

(1 ) HOLE AND PEG IN she g it mad 1 well she tell 1 im 1  say 1 " Wel1 1 da t ' s  all 
right . Ah ' ll fix ' im up fo ' da t . "  

An ' so 1 well de nex ' time he go dere an ' have a ' nec tion [ connec tion] . take off 
' i s clo thes an ' do somep in lak dat 1 dey [ she ] go git some of ' is ur ine . Dey 
[ she ] take dat an ' take ' em  [ her ] one dese big long bo 'in 's [ augers ] an ' take an ' 
bo ' a hole intuh a tree 1 but bo ' dat hole so fur into dat tree an ' den take dat 
stuff . 

(What do you call that stuff? ) 
Ur eenes . 
(You mean the passage ? )  
[My word passage i s  too indef inite . Informant i s  talking about urine . ] 
Yes . An ' dey take dat s tuff an ' dey bo ' a hole intuh a tree . Well 1 yuh take 

dat passage an ' yuh take it an ' stop it up in a tree . An ' take an ' stop it up in 
a tree 1 an ' af tah yuh do dat 1 git chew a stick an ' make it big ' nuff tub git  in 
dat hole 1  an ' nail [peg ]  it up an ' wedge it up in dere . D ey say dat when yuh 
wedge it  up in dere lak dat 1 dey said it  takes eff ec t  on yuh . Dey say yuh can ' t 
do nuthin till yuh go tub see some doator an ' he take it [ the spell ] off . Say 
dat will s top dem right den . [Fayet t eville . N .  Car . 1 ( 1413 ) 1 960 : 4 . ] 

4 3 2 2 . Ah ' ve heard talk of ' em  bo ' in '  a hole in a tree . Says 1 if yuh wanted 
tub kill someone 1 yuh g it de ur inate from 1 em 1 an ' bo ' yuh a hole in a tree 1 an ' 
cut yuh a wedge an '  wedge it in der e .  Yuh see 1 put de stuff in an ' wedge it in 
tight . Say dat will kil.l ' em .  [Florence.  S .  Car • •  (128 6 ) 1 2184 : 6 . ] 

4 3 2 3 . Tell yuh one thing whut ah ' ve seen done wit mah own eyes . Ah seen ' em  
take a person ' s  ur ine 1 yuh know 1 an 1 make a roun 1 hole in dat tree 1 an ' take an ' 
f ill it up [with urine ] . an ' put a stab in it  an ' stab it up 1 an ' dat kill people 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 2609 

goin' an ' comin ' . [Memphis 1 Tenn . 1 (1555) 1 2829 : 1 . ] 
4324 . Ah heard o f  people ' s  boin ' a hole in a tree an ' gitt in '  some of dere 

urine or some yore aome [man ' s  semen] - sompin lak dat - an ' put dat in dere an ' 
dat person would love ' em . S top it  up in a t r ee . [Memphis 1 Tenn . , (1521) , 
cyl .  2712  or 2713 . ] 

4325 . Yuh could take a person ' s  urine an ' bo ' a hole in de ' simmon tree , an ' 
when yo ' bo ' it in dere 1 bo ' a hole an ' put i t  in dere an ' s top i t  up , an '  dey 
can ' t do anythin ' .  

(It  mus t b e  a pers �on tree? ) 
A pers �on tree or any kin ' a  hard tree . [Waycross . Ga . 1 (115 7 ) 1 1928 : 8 . ] 
4326 . [The following rites ar e only a few o f  the many examples of  HOODOO of 

pegging or wedging urine 1 excrement 1 hair and other obj ects into a hole made in 
a tree . ] 

( 2 )  HOLE SLANTED INTO TREE Well 1 dey kin s top it [ up ]  - take some of yuh 
chamber lye . I t ' s  a lot of people doin ' des e  

things 1  but dey don ' t undahs tan ' it ; but de person dat really knows de way tub 
do it 1 it really taken effect . Dey kin take a augah 1 a bran ' -new augah an ' 
[ paus es 1 hes itant ] .  

( I  unders tand . )  
Take a b ran ' -new augah an ' go tub a pine tree 1  or a gum t r ee 1 or a oak tree 1 

an ' bo ' it wit de augah up like dat [ d emons trates ] .  
(THE AUGER BORES DOWN INTO THE TREE AT AN ANGLE. ) 
Yeah . 
(All right . )  
Yeah 1 an ' aftah dey bo ' dat hole 1 dey gotta - an ' bo ' dat hole deep enough 1 

dey kin take some of yuh chamber lye an ' place it - an ' dump it . 
(Dump it into that hole . ) 
Into dat hole . 
Yes ? ) [ =  continue . ] 
An ' cuz yuh tub s top urinatin ' .  An ' d e  doctah operate on yuh an ' yuh die . 

But dere ' s  a diff ' ren ' ways dey kin do dat . 
(I  s ee . ) [ New Orleans . La • • ( 8 63 ) 1 1384 : 3 . ]  
4327 . An ' den people kin take dat chamber lye an ' g o  tub a tree 1 de fo ' k  of 

a tree an ' where it can ' t be s een 1 an ' dig a hole down in dat tree . An ' have it 
[urine] in a bottle an ' s top it 

(3) HOLE SLANTED DOWN - INTO FORK OF TREE up 1 an ' turn it wit its  haid down 
[ into the hole ] · lak dat [ demon

s t rates ] .  An ' whoevah [whose urine ] it is i t  will s top ' is watah 1 [ keep him] 
from urinatin ' 1  an ' yo ' know 1 cuz ' em  [ him] tub have a complaint dat nobody kin 
cur e .  An ' he die unles s it ' s  moved [ by a abator ab le to see and ki l l  the effec t E  
of  the sp ell o r  aunjure ] . [Fayetteville . N.  Car • • (1419a) 1 255 6 : 9 . ] 

4328 . Dey git hold of  dere chamber lye an ' po ' it intuh - bore a hole intuh 
a s tump 1 or somepin lak dat 1 an ' po ' it in dere an ' s top it up so it will pene

trate down through dat s tump .  
( 4 )  TREE STUMP - HOLE - URINE STOPPED UP IN I t  gits no air . Dey say dat 

will intahfere wit de bladdah 
an ' check yuh watah so much , so dat de doctah kin har ' ly s tart it ag ' in .  [ S t .  
Petersburg . Fla . 1 ( 9 8 3 ) 1 1590 : 10 . ] 

4329 . Yuh kin take a woman ' s  watah 1 tub run ' is wife ' way from de othah man . An '  yuh kin take dat watah an ' put it  intuh de dirt 1 if it not already on de 
dir t . Take i t  an ' 

( 5 )  URINE MUD - IN TREE HOLE - 3 HIGHEST NAMES - WI SHES put it in de dirt 
an ' make a kinda 
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mud-like outa i t 1 see . Yuh take de watah intuh de dir t  an ' yuh kin bo ' a hole 
intuh dat tree 1 an ' put it in dere an ' stop it up In de Name of de Fathah� [and 
the Son] an ' de Ho ly Ghost 1 an ' make yuh wish de way dat  chew want i t  tuh work.  
I t  will work . 

(Any kind of  way ? ) 
Yes sir . [Florence . s .  Car • •  (1314 ) 1 2 2 38 : 3 . ]  
4 3 3 0 .  Ah heard dat yuh could take a person ' s  ur inate an ' stop it up in a 

bottle air tight 1 an ' go an ' bo ' a hole in a maple tree an ' put dat bottle in 
der e .  Stick i t  

( 6 )  BOTTLED URINE - STOPPER FIRST - INTO MAPLE-TREE HOLE 
TO HEARTWOOD - HICKORY PEG - BUST DERE BLADDAH 

in wit de stoppah 
in dere tuhwards 
de tree 1 unt il i t  

gits tuh d e  hear t o f  dat  tree . An ' d en g o  den an ' saw o f f  a piece o f  hick ' ry .  
Yuh know hick ' ry ' s  hard . An ' when yuh do dat 1 why yuh take an ' j am i t  in dat 
hole . Wedge i t  in dere air t ight so de air can ' t git tuh i t . An ' dat will bus t 
dere bladdah . Ah heard dat .  [Fayetteville .  N .  Car • •  (1412 ) 1 2 5 37 : 4 . ] 

( 7 )  URINE AND FERTILIZER IN TREE HOLE 
4331 .  Take da t ahamber lye - yuh 
could take it an ' pu t i t  in a bottle 
an ' stop i t  up 1 an ' put it in a tree 1 

an ' take dis  ferti li2ah [manur e of  any kind ] an ' put i t  in dere an ' dey ' ll soon 
die . [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (956) 1 1540 : 8 . ] 

4332 . Bury yuh hair down in a bottle an ' dey kin turn aroun 1 1 dey kin go . 
Jis ' like yuh live off in de country-like - yuh under s tand 1 off  a t  de edge of 

(8) HOLE IN OLD TREE - 3 INGRED IENTS BOTTLED 
MOLD OF HEAD HAIRS 3 - HOLY WATER - URINE 

town 1 say . Well 1 dey take 
it atop - right up chere 
[ demons trates ] .  de mole of 

yuh haid . Dat ' s  de par t 
right chere dey wants - see 1 dat ' s  de mole of yuh haid [ d emons trates ] .  Dey kin 
take dis an ' take a - j is '  about three s tran ' of it 1 dey wants .  An ' take dat 
an ' stop i t  up in a lit tle small bottle 1 an ' put up some holy water an ' a little 
urinate an1 things up in it . Yuh own urinate  now . Kin take yuh own urinate an ' 
po ' it up in dere . Jis ' like yuh g i t  up in de mawnin '  an ' leave yuh wife . Well 
[ she] go on af tah de chambah [you used ] an ' [get  the ] thing [urine ] her self . An ' 
she pour dat out dere her self 1 see . An ' [ she ] kin go 1 j is '  like dey got  a ole 
tree . She kin dig a hallah right down side of de t r ee an ' bury dat [ threefold 
mixtur e ] an ' I guarantee when dat thing rotten out 1 yuh ' ll die . [New Orleans 1 
La . 1 (841) 1 127 2 : 7 . ] 

4 3 3 3 .  Tells me dey stop it [urine ] up in a 
of a tree 1 an ' take a augah an ' bore a hole in 

bottle an ' goes tuh de no ' th side 
dat .  An ' stop it - stop de bot tle 

( 9 )  NORTH SIDE OF TREE - HOLE IN - URINE BOTTLED 
up wit a stoppah 1 an ' den 
trim yuh a peg an ' dr ive i t  
in der e 1 i n  d a t  hole 1 an ' 

yuh c an ' t make watah 1 can ' t make watah until 
(They fix up [ aunjure ] your wat er in tha t  

7 8 7 : 2 . ] 
4 334 . D ey will take yuh urinate an ' put 

ons trates ] .  An ' ah kin take da t an ' ah kin 

yuh let it out [ o f  the bottle] . 
bottle . [Jacksonville .  Fla • •  ( 6 0 9 ) 1 

i t  intuh a glass about dat high [ dem
take i t  tuh de no ' th side of a green 

(10)  NORTH SIDE - GREEN TREE - HOLE DOWNWARDS - URINE 
tree an ' bore a hole 
in i t 1 an ' pour it in 
dere an ' stop it up . 

Den yuh watah will nevah pas s no mo ' until yuh take i t  out of de tree - until 
yuh po ' dat out . An ' i t ' ll fin ' ly have yuh goin ' tuh de doctah tuh draw de 
watah from yuh 1 see . [Presumably this hole i s  bored slanting downwards . other-
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wis e  urine could no t be poured into hole . ] 
4335 . Take a person dat wan ' s tub bur ' 

take - j is ' lak yuh go out an ' urinate . A 

[ Jacksonville , Fla . , (613) , 7 9 0 : 2 . ] 
chah [wants to hurt you] . Dey ' ll 
person take yuh urinate an ' go tub a 

(11)  NORTH SIDE OF TREE - HOLE - HIT PEG 9 MORNINGS 
tree - go tub de no ' th 
side of  a tree an ' 
yuh ' ll b o ' a hol e  in 

dere , an ' put it in dere.  An ' af tah dey put it in dere , dey ' ll put a peg in 
dere . An ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  go dere an ' tap dat peg one time , an ' d e  ninth mawn
in ' regardless tub how a person look, when dey fuss [ firs t ]  s tar t , yuh git tub de 
place yuh think yuh cons tipated [usually called waterbound] . D e  doctors can ' t 
do yuh no good . An ' de ninth mawnin '  when dey tap dat peg , dat ' s  de day de per
son die . 

(You mean where a person makes his water on the ground ? Pick that up or what? ) 
No , j is ' take his urinate . 
[ I  am trying to solve the p roblem :  bladder or bowels ? ]  
(The liquid out o f  a po t o r  something? You mean the urine? You don ' t mean 

the ac tion? ) 
Jis ' yuh watah . Anything out de [whatever informant calls i t ] . [Waycross , 

Ga . ,  (109 7 ) , 1 7 7 1 : 1 . ] 
4336 . Now , if ah don ' t want ' im ,  ah ' m  

Now , i f  d e  woman [ that had this man ] done 
gonna turn ' im loo s e  an ' let ' im  go . 
did me so bad , know what ah ' ll do ? 

( 1 2 )  SUNSET SIDE - HOLE IN PEACH TREE - SAP-TIME 
Ah ' ll try tub git one of  
mah frien ' s tub git some 
of ' er urinate tub stop it 

[ up ]  tub try tub kill ' er ,  if ah wan ' tub kill ' er .  Ah don ' wan ' a  walk up an ' 
kill ' er ;  b ut kill ' er ,  yuh know , through hoodoo . Take her urinate an ' put it 
in a bottle . Ah ' ll go tub a peach tree , a tree what bears peaches , on de sunset 
s ide dat is . Put it dere when it saps . An ' as it goes up , dat ' ll make her have 
cramp s all in de stomic an ' she ' ll wan ' tub urinate . She ' ll j is ' do a drop . 
Well , she ' ll go tub de doc tah . She ' ll see de doc tah [M. D . ]  an ' de do ctah will 
say somep in ail ' er b laddah . Hit ' s  no t dat , hit ' s  me done tied 1 er up wit ' er 
urinate . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 26a) , 1209 : 2 . ] 

4 3 3 7 . Take dere chamber lye an ' make dem stay wit yuh or love yuh or be roun ' 
yuh . Or yuh kin take dat chamber lye - well , ah know dey done mah brothah-in-law 

TREE - HANGING BOTTLED URINE IN 
HIGHER THAN HEAD 

lak dat one time . Dey took ' is chamber lye an ' 
put it  in a bottle , an ' den put it up in a tree 
above his haid , an ' had ' im hangin ' up dere all 
de time . Said dat ' d  keep ' im sick an ' s top ' is 

watah j is ' lak he had gpave ls or sompin lak dat . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1148 ) , 18 7 1 : 1 . ] 
4 3 38 . Take de persimmon an ' dogwood an ' bo il it an ' make a tea outa it . 

Place chamber lye an ' sulphur tub it  an ' gives D entine pas te - Dentine too th

TREE - DOGWOOD AND PERS IMMON TEA 
URINE - SULPHUR - DENTINE 

pas te . An ' dey say yuh kin go anywhere yuh 
wanta an ' yuh gain luck . 
(Where do you keep all this stuff? ) 
Well , yuh j is ' take it an ' keep it j is ' where

samevah yuh wan ' tub . Yuh have i t  f ixed an ' set lak yuh want it  tub set . S ee ,  
always j is ' take a little par t  o f  it . Yuh dress i t  lak yuh wan ' a  tub yore own 
bous e [dress your house wi th it in any way you want t o ] . An ' when yuh git ready �uh go [away f rom home ] , why yuh take yuh luck an ' fi� [dress ] yuh han ' s wit yuh 
Lwck , an ' den yuh go . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384) , 246 0 : 6 . ] -... 

4 33 9 .  Some persons cork it in tight bo ttles UPSIDE DOWN - BOTTLED URINE TURNED an ' conc rete de top [ =  cement , tighten top 
with s ealing wax , etc . ] an ' turn it  down , 
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an ' let i t  s tay in de groun ' so many days 1 an ' yo ' will [ b egin] tub weakenin ' 
from de bot tle . An ' if yo ' don ' t find ' a t bottle an ' let dat urinate out 1 yo ' ll 
fin ' lly swell up as wit dropsy an ' die . [ Lit tle Rock 1 Ark . 1 (88 7 ) 1 14 62 : 5 . ]  

4 340 . Well 1 dey will go tub 
work an ' put dat in a bottle 1 

WALKING OVER OWN URINE - CAUSES WAND ERING SPELL an ' dey will fas ten dat up wit 
a cork1 see . 
(Your ahamber lye . ) 

Yes 1 an ' j is '  de road yuh travel 1 not ice - dey will notice de road yuh travel 
reg ' lah [ regularly ] an ' dey will b eah [bury] dat right dere 1 s e e ;  an ' dey will 
knock [ keep ] yuh wandahin ' all de t ime .  [ Charleston . S .  Car . 1 (000) 1 602 : 4 . ] 

4 341 . D ey take yuh urine an ' dey put i t  in a bot tle . Af tah dey pu t dat urine 
in a bottle 1 dey ' ll stop it up wi t a rubbah cork [ rubb er cork is unusual ] .  Yuh' ll 

s top dat bottle up wit a rubbah cork an ' care 
WATER (1)  - RUNNING WATER [ carry ] it tub de Mi ssissipp i 1  tub de rivah 

(1)  BOTTLED URINE THROWN INTO yuh know - tub any rivah where dere ' s  runnin ' 
watah 1  so it only runnin ' watah - an ' throw 

it in der e .  Dat ' ll s top yuh from urinatin ' .  [ New Orleans . La . 1 (850) 1 1313 : 4 . ]  
4342 . Here ' s  the way I have heard it . You get a hold of  a bottle and you 

fill it with their ur ine and s top it up 1 and throw it overboard and that will 
float . And as long as that is s topped up 1 anything you t ell them to do they 
will go ahead and do it . [ Fredericksburg . Va . 1  ( 2 3 ) 1 by  Ediphone . ]  

4 343 . Take dat ahamber lye an ' s top it up an '  throw it in runnin ' watah 1  in 
de rivah . I t  will run ' im away 1 run yuh crazy if yuh have i t  stopp ed up . If 
yuh don ' evah git [ r ecover ] dat [bot tle ] why yuh ' ll always be ·crazy . 

[THE GENERAL READ ER MAY ASK :  HOW CAN YOU RECOVER A BOTTLE FLOATING DOWN THE 
MI S S I S S IPPI RIVER 1 OR A BOTTLE PERHAPS NOW DRIFT ING ABOUT THE GULF OF MEXICO? 
REMEMBER 1 ALL THINGS ARE POSS IBLE IN MAGIC . TO RECOVER A BOTTLE ON THE MISS IS
S IPPI . see 9 21 1 p . 339 ; FOR A RIVER ON THE ATLANT IC COAST 1 see THE BRILLIANT WORK 
OF A DOCTOR IN RICHMOND 1 VA . 1 922 1 p . 340 ; AND FOR GOOD MEASURE 1 see THE CLEVER 
DOCTOR OF WAYCROSS 1 GA . 1  9 20 1  p . 3 38 . ] [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (949 ) 1 1530 : 14 . ] 

4 344 . D ey take yuh ahamber lye an ' bottle i t  in a tight bottle 1 an ' throw it 
in watah an ' dat will caus e yo ' tub die . [Memphis 1 Tenn • • ( 9 3 7 ) 1 1516 : 7 . ]  

4 345 . If yuh wanta hurt anybody wit ahamber lye .  yuh kin take an ' git some 
of dere ahamber lye an ' put it in a bottle 1 an ' s top it up tight an ' throw it in 
de rivah anywher e .  An '  dey will lingah 1 dey will hardly make watah - wouldn ' t 
make watah long . Dey be j is '  swole up 1 take de drop sy . [Waycro ss . Ga . 1  ( 1110) 1 
1783 : 7 . ] 

4346 . Well 1 yuh kin take - which ah ' ve heard - take de ur ine of a person an ' 
s top it in a bottle an ' put it in de rivah . But choo don ' t - yuh tie  de bot tle 1 

yuh tie de head o f  de bot
(2) BOTTLED URINE INTO RIVER - BUT T IED TO BANK tle wit a s tring 1 j is '  let 

dat s tay in de watah . But 
choo don ' let it float on wi t de rivah 1 j i s '  let it s tay on de wa tah . An ' tie  
i t  on d e  bank somewhere an ' let  i t  s tay tub a hidden place wher e nobody will evah 
find it . As long as dat - evah time de woman o r  man will git ready tub urinat e 1  
dey have a hard time doin ' it . [Richmond . Va . 1 ( 3 6 2 ) 1 29 9 : 3 . ] 

4347 . Tub work in [ on]  yuh mind 1 cause yuh tub lose yuh mind or somep in like 
dat 1 why dey could git hold o f  yuh - well 1 if  dey git ho ld of yuh urine or any

thin ' of  dat kind . why 
( 3 )  EASTWARD - BOTTLED URINE - INTO RUNNING WATER dey will put i t  into a 

bot tle . An ' dey carry it 
tub runnin ' watah an ' dey throw it in dere . An ' by washin ' it dataway 1 why it 
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takes yuh mind from yuh , cause yuh tuh become mindles s . 
(D o they throw that any special way or j ust throw it in? ) 
Yeah , dey claim dey throw it towards de ea st . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla. , (988 ) , 

1593 : 9 . ] 
4348 . Dey take yuh watah , yuh see . Dey stop it  up in a bottle .  An '  af tah 

dey s top it up , dey take it an ' lay it up ovah a doah , wheah [where] yuh walk 

(4) DOOR - URINE OVER - 9 DAYS - THEN INTO RIVER 
undah it so many mawnin ' s .  
Ah think it ' s  nine mawn
in ' s .  Af ter nine mawnin ' s ,  

yuh see , yuh don ' t move it no mo ' .  It stay zackly wheah it ' s  at . An ' dey say 
take an ' care [ it ]  down tuh de rivah an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  Dat ' ll stop yuh from 
makin ' watah . [Richmond , Va . , (340) , 2 7 6 : 6 . ]  

4349 . Well , j is '  lak if yuh want s tuh harm a per son , yuh see , lak dat , or 
yuh wanta g it dat yuh might got ' em down undah yore feet tuh a cer tain point . 

(5 )  HAIR - SALT - URINE - BOTTLED - RIVER OR BURY 
An ' yuh take dat hair 
an ' yuh put it in a bot
tle , but chew put in it 

ahambeP lye an ' sal t . An ' den yuh s top da t bot tle tight , an ' den yo ' kin bury 
dat bottle or chunk it in runnin ' watah - eithah one of dem thing s .  Dat ' s  whut 
de story ah got . Well , each one of  ' em will harm yuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (138 2 ) , 

( 6 )  NAME - URINE - BOTTLED - CURSE 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER 

2454 : 2 . ] 
4350 . Take a bot tle wit dey ur ine , of  
anyone , ·  in dere . Yuh kin put dey names 
j is '  de same in de bot tle an ' yuh ' ll go 

tuh de rivah . An ' yuh ' ll say 
ovah de lef ' shouldah . Well , 
3024 : 12 . ] 

bad word s an ' yuh ' ll cur se an ' yuh ' ll throw dat 
yuh see dey go in '  crazy . [Algier s , La . ,  (1602) , 

4 3 5 1 .  Dey kin take his shoe an ' take some dis same ahambeP lye an ' po ' it in 
de bottom of dey [ his ] shoe an ' go tuh runnin ' watah an ' po ' it in dere - any 

( 7 )  NAME - INCANTATION - BY WOMAN POURING 
FROM HIS SHOE - HIS URINE INTO RIVER 

runnin ' watah . Jis ' throw it 
right in dere [ the shoe ] , till 
yo ' go  to dat runnin ' watah . 
Dat ' ll run a per son ' way , too . 

(Suppose you want to  run me away . 
what would you do? ) 

You get one of my shoes , either one . And then 

Jis ' take some yuh ahambeP lye. 
(You get your ahambeP lye and put it in my shoe? ) 
[My question mi slead s me and informant . ]  
Put it in de shoe , eithah one of  ' em .  Jis ' po ' enough dat chew kin po ' out 

into de watah . Not tuh run ovah , j is '  de back par t of  de heel [ o f ] de shoe . An ' 
go po ' it into de runnin ' wa tah . Now , dat keep s yuh travel in ' , yuh don ' stay one 
place anywheres . 

(What do  you do with the shoe? Bring it back home ? )  
Br ing it o n  back . Yuh [ the author as guinea pig ]  put de shoe right back on 

yuh. Yuh won ' t know whut happen . 
(All you do is pour my ahambeP lye into running water . But you have to pour 

it  out of  my shoe . ) 
Othahwise , ah want tuh run yuh ' way . Ah ' m - ti ' ed of  yuh ,  don ' want chew no 

mo ' .  Ah go tuh work when yo ' go tuh sleep an ' ah take one of yore shoes an ' take 
some of mah [ surely the man ' s ]  ahambeP lye an ' g o  out dere tuh de ditch an ' p o ' 
some out it , an ' come on back an ' s e t  dat shoe down , say ,  "Go on , So-an ' -so , ah 
don ' t ca ' a thins ' bout chew. " 

(You pour it into running water ? )  
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Dat ' s right . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1450) , 2632 : 4 . ]  
4352 . Den dey kin take de chamber lye ag ' in an ' put i t  in a bottle an ' s top 

it up tight an ' name it . De person who somevah de chamber lye is , name i t . Call 
' em dat name an ' s top it up in dere an ' carry it tuh watah dat ' s runnin ' on , an ' 

( 8 )  NAME - BOTTLED URINE - DON ' T LOOK AT - INCANTAT ION 
THROW INTO CREEK - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

yo ' ll throw it in 
der e .  
(How d o  you throw it ? ) 
Jis ' take i t  an ' j is '  

walk tuh de creek wit it . Don ' t look at i t . Walk tuh de creek an ' j is ' , "Yuh 
devil yuh go ! "  An ' cas t  it away . Den walk on back but don ' t look back at i t . 
An ' dat s top ' em . Dat harms ' em , see .  Dat will check ' em  yuh see . 

(How? ) 
As long as dat bottle s top up tuhgethah , cain ' t  make no watah . [ Sumter , s. 

Car . , ( 1368 ) , 2421 : 4 . ] 
4353 . Put i t  in a bottle an ' s top it up , an ' throw it in runnin ' watah an ' 

if yuh don ' git  i t , yuh ' ll soon pas s away . 
(Put thi s person ' s chamber lye in it? ) 

( 9 )  7 BROKEN NEEDLES - URINE Yes suh , s top it up an ' seven broken needles , 
BOTTLED - RIVER OR BURY an ' throw it in runnin ' watah . Or ei thah bury 

NECK DOWN i t  up undah de back steps where dey live at . 
Bury i t  up undah where d ey go in de mo.s t . Yo ' 

put i t  up undah dere wi t d e  neck down . 
(What will that do to them then? ) 
Dat will kill ' em , dat git rid of  ' em . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . ,  ( 15 2 7 ) , 2725 : 2 . ] 
4354 . Oh ! a person kin do a lo t wi t dat . 
(Well , what for examp le? One thing . ) 
One thing , yuh kin take dat .  
(This chamber lye . ) 
Put it in a bottle ,  put some lodestone in i t , stee l dust , nine pins an ' nine 

needles . Turn it up side down in yuh home . Dat would make a man s tay . Yuh kin 

( 10)  9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST - URINE 
BOTTLED - BOTTOM UPWARDS - UNDER HYDRANT 

take it an ' do dat 
wi t i t . 
If  yuh want tuh 
harm ' em , yo ' take 

dere pee an ' s top i t  up in bottle wit a new stopper an ' bury it .; Bury it where 
dere ' s  no watah , an ' when dat bo ttle bus t s , dey will die . But if yuh j i s ' wants 
1 em , have dem beggered an ' be wit yuh , put i t  undah de hydrant [ considered run
ning water ] where it ' s co ol , dat watah , an ' dat bottle will nevah - nevah bus t ,  
cuz de watah , i t  won ' t  sour . I t ' ll keep it cool . But yuh see , dat s tuff , well 
hi t gits strong in a bottle somewhere up in a warm plac e .  Yuh know yuhself it 
will bus t . Well , when it bus ts , dat ' s de las t of  a person . [New Orleans , La . , 
( 7 98 ) . 1113 : 8 . ] 

4 3 5 5 . Takes 
(The top and 

An ' tells me 
p ins . 

it from [ d emons trates ] de top an ' de side an ' here . 
both sides , the hair . ) 
dat dey puts i t  in a bo ttle wi t red flannel , nine new needles an ' 

(How many pins? ) 
Nine . An ' git  some of 

wards . Jis ' as i t  dreeps 
yuh urine , stops it up , turn i t  [bottle ]  bottom up
[drips ] out , j is ' as yuh dwindle away . 

( 11)  9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - NEW - HAIR 3 PLACES ON HEAD 
RED FLANNEL - URINE - BOTTLED - RIVER 

An ' den when dey don ' t 
turn i t  bottom upwards 
dey throw it in de 
rivah . Drive yuh 
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crazy . Oat ' s  what dey say dat dey kin do wi t it . 
(If they turn it upside down ? )  
Yuh pines away . an ' i f  it ' s  throwed in de rivah i n  quick runnin ' watah 1 yuh ' ll 

go crazy . [Washing ton . D . c • •  ( 6 28 ) 1 805 : 9 . ] 
4 356 . Takes yuh chamb er l ye an ' dey puts it in a bot tle an ' dey puts - git 

nine p eas 1 nine black-eyed p eas 1 an ' nine nails 1 eight-penny nails about dat 

(12)  9 NAILS - 9 BLACK-EYED PEAS - 9 STRAWS 
1 NEEDLE - FAT MEAT - URINE - BOTTLED 
LET STAND 9 DAYS - ADD 
BLACK PEPPER - SALT - VINEGAR - 3 RED PEPPERS 
THROW OVER SHOULDER INTO RIVER 

long [ d emonstrates ] an ' 
a needle . one sewin ' 
needle . An ' po ' dat 
[ urine ] in dere [ the 
bottle ] . an ' a piece of 
fat meat an ' throw dat 
in der e 1 an ' nine s traws . 

An ' fo ' dey put dat in der e 1 dey ' ll take it an ' let it set up nine days . An' 
when it set up nine days dey ' ll go an' put it - dey ' ll take it an ' put some mo ' 
[ things in ] . Put black p eppah an ' salt an ' vinegah in it an ' thr ee pods of r ed 
peppah . An ' dey takes it [ bottle ] t uh de rivah an ' throws it ovahbo ' d  ovah d e  
right shoulder [ using the l e f t  hand ] . Dat ' ll run yuh crazy . [ Jacksonville . 

(13) WAR WATER - URINE - SALT - PEPPER - GUNPOWDER 
STOPPED UP 9 DAYS - INTO RIVER 

Fla • •  ( 5 9 9 ) 1 7 7 : 4 . ] 
4357 . Take dey chamb er 
l ye an ' s top a person . 
(How do they do that ? )  

Well 1 dey take it an ' dey put it in a bot tle an ' dey bottle dat up fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s . An ' dey ' ll put p eppah 1 salt 1 gunpowdah 1 war watah an ' dey s top dat up 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' dat ' ll stop yuh from urinatin '  1 s ee .  Dat ' ll almos ' run 
yuh crazy . Den dey throw it in de rivah . [Algier s . La • •  (1602) 1 3024 : 3 . ] 

4 3 58 . I ' ve s een this experimented to get rid of a man . I mean to make him 
leave town . Get a little o f  his urine . be sure it ' s  all his 1 put i t  in a bottle . 

(14 ) URINE - BOTTLED - IN CIGAR BOX WITH DIRTY SOCK WRAP UP LIKE PACKAGE - INTO RUNNING WATER 

get a cigar box 1 put it 
in that 1 and one of his 
socks 1 j us t  one o f  his 
socks 1 in the box 1 let 

it  b e  d irty . wrap that box up 1 wrap it  j us t  the same as a piec e of paper . throw 
it in running water so it ' ll go down the stream . it will not s ink 1 and he ' ll 
leave town . Both the bottle and sock in there . [ Fredericksburg . Va . 1 (54) 1 by 
Ediphone . ]  

4 35 9 .  Oat ' s  anothah dangerous piece . Dey take yuh chamb er l ye an ' put it in 
a bottle an ' cork ' em  tight 1 an ' t ' row ' em in de rivah an ' yuh commence tuh swell 

WATER ( 2 )  - T IDEWATER 
(15) BOTTLED URINE THROWN INTO 

TIDE COMES IN - NECK OF PENIS 
TIDE GOES OUT - NECK UNSWELLS 

SWELLS 

up - yuh neck [ of your p eni s ]  
will . Evah time when de tide g o  
o r  come 1 yuh t r y  tuh g o  [urinat e ]  
o r  somepin 1 it  swell up . De  tide 
got a lot tuh do wit dese t ' in ' s .  
When de tide go down . yuh all 

right . Den when it comes back up 1 dat ' s  '[ that swelling ' s ] der e . An ' yuh will 
always be interrogated [ irritat ed ] . yuh nevah know how de nex ' t ' in ' will fall . 
Dey kin take dat [urine ] an ' do dis wi t it . [ Charles ton . S .  Car • •  (535? ) .  648 : 2 . ] 

(16)  CATCH TIDE IN DIRECTION PERSON IS  TO GO 
INCOMING TIDE - PERSON WILL WANDER ON LAND 
OUTGOING TIDE - WANDER BY SEA 
WI SH AS BOTTLED URINE THROWN INTO WATER TURN - WALK AWAY - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

4360 . Take yuh chamber l ye 
an ' stop it  up an ' take it 
tuh runnin ' watah . Stop da t 
bo ttle so she goin ' floa t . 
it goin ' par t de way down 
anyways . Ketch dat tide 
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goin ' whichevah way yuh want dis person tuh go an ' den put it  ovah dere - drop 
it ovahbo ' d  an ' turn an ' walk from it . Don ' t look back at it  an ' make yuh wishes 
whatevah d irection yuh want ' im tuh go . An '  he ' s go in '  wandah roun ' an ' leave 
der e .  He come tuh no t be any good aroun ' ' i s home - somepin of de kin ' . He ' ll 
j is ' drift away an ' people won ' t know what happened tuh him . [ Norfolk , Va . , 
(491) , 5 2 6 : 5 . ] 

4361 . Well 1 if dey wan ' ' im tuh go away , dey will take a lock of de right 
head - hair on de right s ide , two or three locks of it - right side of de head , 

( 1 7 )  URINE BOTTLED - WITH HAIR FROM RIGHT SIDE OF HEAD 
THROWN INTO INCOMING T IDE - TO BRING PERSON BACK 
TO SEND AWAY - HAIR FROM LEFT SIDE - OUTGO ING TIDE 

an ' put it in a bot
tle an ' put some 
urine in it 1 an ' 
throw it away in a 
s tream dat goes -

tuh a stream dat goes up [ river ] 1 carry it up , so  dey [he]  will go . Well , it ' s 
j is ' de  opposite if  dey wan ' ' im tuh come back , dey take it [ hair ] off de 1� 
side an ' throw it in a stream comin ' in tuh ' em - vice avePsy . [ This is  a tide
;ater stream , coming in and going out . ] [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (552) 1 6 9 0 : 4 . ] 

4 3 6 2 . They take the underclo thes and they can cut a piece out of the man from 
under his arm o r  from the tail o f  the shirt and wear it  on a person.  They sew 

WIND BLOWN - PIECE OF UNDERCLOTHE S - SEWED IN RED FLANNEL 
SATURATED WITH URINE AND HEARTS COLOGNE - TIED WITH 
NEW STRING - HANG ON WEST SIDE OF TREE FOR WIND TO BLOW 

that up in a piece of 
red flannel . They 
take that and satu
rate it 1 you know , 
with the same in

gredients , urine and HeaPts Co logne . [ This 1 of cours e ,  is  a hand - pp . 519-669 . ]  
They say then they can control ' em like that . Or they can take them and throw 
them away . They can carry them back in the wood s and hang ' em  up on the wes t 
side of a tree where the wind j ust  blows and wear s it  all the time . They say 
whenever that blows and wears down from up there 1 why then the person will die . 
But chew go t a new cord 1 like this wrappin ' twine . You get that right off from 
the ball 1 right off from the cord where there ' s never any been pulled off , and 
fas ten it  on that tree or bush or what chew put it  on . But you put it so the 
wind can b low it and the rain beat it . And whenever this cord ro ts 1 you s ee ,  
and that blows away from where it ' s  at , they say the person then ' ll soon die . 

WEARING URINE 
( 1 )  MAN ' S URINE WORN BY WOMAN 

[ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438 ) , 402 : 9 . ] 
4 3 6 3 . [ The wearing o f  urine (see p . 503 f . ) and 
bathing o r  washing hand s with it (see p . 660f . ) 
is fairly common and some of these rites are 

scattered throughout the text o f  HOODOO . Here follow a few more : ]  Ah heard mah grandmo thah say dey could take a person ' s chambeP Zye an ' s top 
it up an ' caus e ' em  no t tuh make watah . 

Jes ' lak ah ' d  be goin ' wit a man an ' ah love him . Well 1 when he ' d  make his 
wa tah - yuh know ah wouldn ' t  do i t 1 but ah hear some people say dat chew could 
take it while it wuz hot an ' wear it . 

(Well 1 how would you wear i t ? ) 
Wear it  in a sack aroun ' yuh waist 1 near yuh 1 yuh know . 
(Near your own privates ? ) 
Yeah . 
(And then what would that do? ) 

Make him love yuh . 
[ Three widely s eparated per iods following her yuh (see original trans crip t ion 

of MS ) show that I stopped recording here , b ut res tar t ed machine to add as a 
question the sub s tance of what informant had said : that a mens t rual cloth could 
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be soaked with his  urine . ] 
(You j ust soak this cloth that you wear ? )  
Uh-huh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1411 ) , 2 5 34 : 15 . ] 
4364 . Ah heard a woman kin go tuh de chamb er [ on] mawnin ' s  an ' git same of 

yuh ahambeP lye an ' hers , an ' mix it tuhgethah an ' hur ' chao wit it [ only in the 

( 2 )  SHE MIXES HI S AND HER URINE AND WEARS 
sens e of keeping the man ' s  love ; 
hUPt here meaning tricking ] . Take 
it an ' tie it  up in sumpin an ' 

wear it . 
1 7 0 : 5  or 

4365 . 

I t  won ' hur ' chao unless she burn it . [ Wilmington, N .  Car . , ( 249) , 
24 6 : 6  - see Numb ering in INTRODUCTION for volume 3 . ]  

Tuh inf luence de boss - well , yuh suppo sed tuh use some Hearts Perfume 
on yuh . Use some HeaPts PePfume gain ' down [ the body ] - put some on yuh han ' s  

( 3 ) URINE AND HEARTS PERFUME MIXED - WORN 
an ' put [ rub ] it  ovah yuh don ' 
chew see . An ' dere is a love 
powdah , dey call it , dat chew 

us e tuh influenc e .  Now dey say dat de CashmePe Boquet Powdah is a very good 
powdah . But chew us e dat HeaPts PePfume an ' a little ahambeP lye tuhgethah . 
See,  put dat tuhgethah an ' sprinkle it all ovah yuh an ' dey say dat ' s  very lucky . 

( If you are going down to get a j ob . )  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (111 6 ) , 1 7 91 : 5 . ] 
4366 . If de person know de man name - yuh goes an ' know de man name . Yuh 

care [ carry ]  a li ' le bottle , dis cologne bottle , an ' yuh call ' is name an ' stop 

URINE ON STRING THAT WAS TIED ABOUT WAI ST 
DOUBLE 9 TIMES - PUT IN COLOGNE BOTTLE 
REVISIT BOS S 9 DAYS AFTER HE REFUSED JOB 

CATCH HI S SPIRIT BY CALLING NAME 

' im  up - j es '  bottle up de man [see 
38 , p . 24f . ] in yuh fob pocket . An ' 
den yuh [ go ]  talk tuh ' im an ' he say 
he ain ' t  got no j ob .  All right , chew 
go back home an ' f er de nex ' nine 
mawnin ' s  - an ' yuh got ' is name all 

right - yuh take a cord an ' tie it  aroun ' yuh waist  an ' double it nine t imes . 
Make yuh ahambeP lye on it  an ' put it in de bottle . An ' go back [ to the bos s ]  
an ' call ' is name ag ' in ,  stop ' im up , an ' den he ' ll give yuh a j ob .  

( I  see , you get the sp irit o f  his vo ice in this bottle . )  
[An old comment o f  mine in penc il about this rite reads Use with caPe . This 

rite is quite all right , exc ep t I failed to unders tand the word doub le when first 
checking transcript ion with the cylinder . Thinking that the waist  measure was 
increased 9 times , I wondered how such a long string could be squeezed into one 
of those tiny bottles of p erfume then sold for 10¢ at the Five-and-T en-Cent s 
S tore . At the time of  recording I probably knew the meaning of doub le because I 
do no t ask a ques tion about it , but I mus t  no t rule out knowledge coming from 
later experienc e .  Here is wha t happens . The man wraps a piece o f  ordinary pack
age-wrapping string about his wais t ,  ties a knot , and cut s off the two unneeded 
ends . He now has a loop or c ircle of  string , say abou t 30 inches in circumfer
enc e ,  which he pushes down over his thighs and off his body .  This string he 
stretches out into a straight line of double string 1 5  inches long and at a right 
angle to his body ; the kno t being at one end , this end away f rom him . This knot 
he now folds toward him unt il it coincides with the other end of the string . 
This once-folded string i s  now 4 parallel string s each 7 1/ 2 inches long . Turn
ing this shortened string 180° 1 so that the kno t i s  again away from him, he a 
second time folds the kno t to him , reduc ing the multiple strings to a 3 3/4 inches 
length . Remember ,  he is fold ing strings soaked with his urine . The s trings are 
folded to him 9 times , at least theoret ically .  All this is not stated explicitly 
in the rite itself ; it  is implicit in this type of  fold ing rite . No boss having 
his spirit triply captured - tied into a kno t about applican ' ts b ody , folded up 
towards applicant and in applicant ' s  urine , and finally stopped up in a bottle -
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no bo s s  could po s s ibly res i s t  s uch multiple magic . ]  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (519 ) , 
616 : 3 . ] 

4 .  EXCREMENT OF THE HUMAN BODY 

[ Human excrement rites are les s numerous than tho s e  about ur ine . Numerically 
the ratio is perhaps 1 to 10 . As a special f eatur e ,  mos t  of  them concern tr ees -
two-thirds to be  exac t .  The best one , an unusual love s tory , will be  found els e
where in 822 , p . 284 . ] 

4367 . Well , ah ' ve seen ' em .  Yo ' mean whut dey takes tuh lock a p erson up? 
Well , dey say yo ' takes some of dat pass dey leave an ' yo ' fas ten dat airt ight , 

AIRTIGHT 

ANT NEST 

anywhere j es ' so it airtight - j es ' as tight as yo ' kin git i t .  An '  
i f  yo ' don ' let dat catch no air atall , dey say dat ' ll lock yo ' - say 
dat ' ll fas ten yo ' up . 
(You mean a person ' s water? ) 

No , no , some of  de o thah . Yeah , some o f  dey passin ' .  [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , (1396) , 2511 : 4 . ] 
4368 . Take where yo ' go tuh de lav ' tory . 
(The passage? ) 
Yeah , an ' put it in a ant ' s  b ed an ' yo ' ll b ecome very troublesome 

[ troubled ] , an ' dey say dat will make a p erson no t be satisfied [ he will be run
ning to and fro in all directions like the ants ] .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1524) , 

BOTTLE - EXCREMENT IN - STOPP ED UP 2 7 2 3 : 4 . ] 
4 36 9 . I f  anybody tryin ' tuh harm yuh , or 
j es ' lak ah wanta harm anybody , well j es ' 

lak yo ' go tuh de lav ' tory . Well , ah could go der e b ehin ' yuh an ' git  some of 
yore ur ine [ see  lateP] an ' put it in a bottle an ' s top it up . Dat ' ll lock yuh 
bowels an ' no doctor [M . D . ] can ' t  unlock d em .  

(YOU ME AN  MY URINATE O R  MY PASSAGE ? )  
[ TIME AND AGAIN I HAD TO ASK THIS QUESTION REGARD ING URINE AND EXCREMENT . ] 
Yor e pas sage . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (11 32 ) , 18 36 : 10 . ] 
4 3 7 0 . Ah heard dis , dat chew could take a person ' s bowel s , af tah dey go to 

de toilet , an ' put it in a quart j ah [j ar ] or quar t bottle or anything lak dat , 
an ' s top i t  up real tight . Dat would lock dere bowels . Ah have heard dat . 

(Where would you put that?  S top it  up tight? ) 
Yo ' bury i t  j es ' as dough [ though ] yo ' do de ahambeP lye - bury i t .  [ Bruns

wick , Ga . , (117 5 ) , 198 6 : 2 . ] 
4 3 7 1 . Ah heard talk o f  takin ' de pas sage an ' s toppin ' it up in a bottle or a 

j ar ,  an ' buryin ' it an ' dat will s top yuh from havin ' de act ion . Ah ' ve seen dat 
done . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2557 : 7 . ] 

4 3 7 2 . Dey even done put i t  in bottles . 
(This act ion? ) 
Yes , dey cork i t  up an ' 

why yuh mind would dri ft . 
an ' die . [ St .  Petersburg , 

throw it in de runnin ' watah , an ' as fer as dat dr ift .  
Yuh b ecome cons tipated , event ' ly [ eventually ] suffah 
Fla . , ( 990) , 1597 : 7 . ] 

9 DAYS EXCREMENT IN BOTTLE - THEN BURY 
4 3 7 3 .  Someone , we didn ' t  nevah find out 
who it wus , took some o f  ' er , yuh knov. 
some o f  ' er action , yuh know , an ' put it 

in a bottle an ' s topped it  so - s ealed it  so de air couldn ' t  s trike it . An '  vheD 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft  - Roo twork -

- an ' it stayed dere nine mawnin ' s an ' in de ninth day she died . Dey didn ' t  
nevah found it , but dey found it af tah she died - aroun ' de house. 

2 61 9  

[THIS LOOKS LIKE ONE OF THOSE STORIES IN WHICH THE DOCTOR OR FORTUNE"l'ELLER ,  
CALLED AFTER THE DEATH CONVENIENTLY FINDS THE CAUSE O F  DEATH , A BURIED BOTTLE ,  
BUT REFU SES TO NAME THE CULPRIT . ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 3 9) , 1010 : 7 . ]  

4374 . Well , ah heard dat chew go out tuh de fo ' ks of a road an ' yuh take a 
person ' s - dis is  tuh kill ' em .  See , yuh take whut de ' [ they ] do back heah , der e 

FORKS OF ROAD - BOTTLE WITH EXCREMENT BURIED AT 
TOP SLANTING UPWARDS - HIT OVER SPOT 9 MORNINGS 

passage , an ' put i t  in a b ottle  
an ' yuh go  roun ' tuh de fo ' ks 
of  de road , an ' yuh dig a hol e 
up in dere an ' yo ' turn de 

s toppah dis way up in de hole , see [demons trates ] .  An ' yuh pas s by dere fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s ,  j es ' walk by yuh see , an ' j es ' hit on it lak dat , see . Well , dat las t 
mawnin ' yuh hit on it , dey gotta go . Ah 'm tellin ' yuh whut ah know . Dey got ta 
go . Dey cain ' t  s tay heah . I t  will kill ' em - kills ' em daid . 

(How do you put that bottle in that hole now? ) 
[When he was demons trating b efore I did not interrupt . ]  

Well , yuh put it in dis way wit de s toppah goin ' in [ d emons trat es ] .  
(Down into the hole like that , ups ide down . ) 
No , yuh dig a hole roun ' disaway [demons trates ] see , in de fo ' ks lak dis , an ' 

let i t  go s traight lak dat tuh yo ' , an ' push i t  up in dere yuh see , an ' daub mud 
back on i t . 

(You dig a hole like a lit tle tunnel under there and you push that stopp er 
away from you or toward you? ) 

Yuh push it away from yuh , an ' let de back part be disaway tuh de road all de 
t ime , see . An ' yuh pass by dat f o ' nine mawnin ' s .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 154 7 ) , 
280 6 : 3 . ] 

4 3 7 5 .  Well , yuh takes a person ' s urinate , yuh know , yuh wanta stop ' is bow-
els . Yuh take it an ' put it in a bot tle . 

(YOU MEAN HIS BOWEL S OR HIS URINE? ) 
[A numb er of  times in HOODOO urinate is used for excrement . ]  

Yessuh .  Yuh take an ' put i t  in a bottle , an ' when yuh put it in dat bottle , 
j es ' put i t  in dat bottle an ' s top it up . Be sure tuh s top it t ight enough , even 

NORTH AND SOUTH - DE WAY YUH USE [TO BURY ] " BAD POX" 
BURY BOTTLE WITH EXCREMENT - BOTTOMS SLANTING UPWARDS 

EVERY 9 DAYS HIT BOTTLE DEEPER 

tuh de odor - nuthin 
cain ' t  g i t  out of it . 
Yuh kin s tan ' dat bot tle 
up , j es ' right s traight 
up lak dat . Stand it up 

in de ground wit de bottom of  it up , an ' de othah part b e ' s down . But let it b e  
kinda slantin ' lak dat . Jes ' lak eas t , no ' th an ' south , yuh know. Yuh kin d ig 
a hole an ' slant it . Well , yuh s top it up in dere an ' bury it , an ' covah i t  up 
perfec tly good an ' j es ' pack de dirt down on it . An ' ' is bowels won ' t  move un
les sen somebody fin ' dat . 

I f  nobody evah f ind i t , he will always have locked bowels . 
(WHAT DOES THE EAST , SOUTH AND WEST HAVE TO DO WITH IT? ) 
WELL , DAT DE PRACTICE OF USIN '  A PERSON GOIN ' , JES ' WHICHEVAH WAY DE WORL ' 

RUNS , YUH UNDAHSTAN' . DERE ' S FO ' CORNAHS TUH DE WORL ' , YUH UNDAHSTAN ' . YO ' 
KNOW DERE ' S FO ' CORNAHS TUH DE WORL ' [ so the Bible says in Rev. 7 : 1 ] .  Well , j es ' 
lak dey bury yuh or me . Well , yuh know dey don ' bury ' em only no ' th an ' south -
his haid be ' s NO ' TH AN ' SOUTH prakly [prac tically ] all de t ime .  Well , DAT ' S  DE 
WAY YUH U S E  [ to bury ] DE [person with ] "BAD POX' ' . Well , hi s bowels s top . Well , 
yuh know , quite natchal [ natural ] a person kin [ no t ] live long wit locked bowels .  

(Ar e you go ing to bury this bottle north and s outh or east and wes t ?  Which 
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way are you going to bury it? ) 
Yo ' goin ' BURY DIS BOTTLE NO ' TH AN '  SOUTH . An ' evah nine days uh [ ah = I ]  

goes back an ' s earch fo ' dat bottle an ' see is it s till der e .  When yuh git dere , 
hit dat bottle an ' drive it deepah . Always drive it , don ' let it straighten up , 
j es '  contin ' ly [ continually ] let it lay de same lak dat . Well , dat locks ' is 
bowels . He won ' t  have no ac tion . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) ,  2 7 7 7 : 4 . ] 

4 37 6 .  (Tell me that again , I didn ' t unders tand how you did that ? )  
Ah say yuh take it an ' put it in a bottle . 
(This manure from a person? ) 
Yes s ir , pu t it in a bottle an ' 

way on de - yuh s ee [ d emonstrates ] 
s top it up , s ee .  An ' bury dat bottle de same 
de mouth down , see . Dat will lock yuh bowels 

tight . 
( I  s ee . ) 

UPS IDE DOWN - BOTTLE WITH EXCREMENT BURIED Dey won ' t move . [Vicksburg , Miss . , 
(74 7 ) , 1016 : 10 . ] 

at a place [where] a 
it would have tuh be 

4377 . Well , dat ' s  j is '  when yuh be 
fellah kin git yuh pas sage . Yuh bury dat in de groun ' , but 
s trictly three feet undah de groun ' . Put it in de bottle 

3 FEET IN GROUND - BURY BOTTLE UPS IDE DOWN 
NAME ON BOTTLE 3 TIMES - IN 3 HOLY NAMES 

[ and bury the bottle ] ups ide down , wit yuh name on it . Evahthin ' goes 
three times [ name is written three 
times ] .  [Also]  yuh say , Fathah� 

Son an '  Ho Ly spirit . The rule of  hoodooism 
groun ' . [ New Orleans , La . , (815) , 1150 : 5 . ] 

i s  dat it mus t  be three feet in de 

4378 . Yuh take yuh passage [ excrement ] ,  yuh take dat an ' s top it up in a 
bottle . Yuh kin take de hair offa end of a dog tail , a black dog , an ' put it in 

BLACK DOG TAIL HAIR - LEMON JUICE 
dat bottle . An ' s queez e dat lemon j uice on 
it . An ' it ' s  no mo ' tuh it . Yuh take dat 
bottle an ' bury it . Yuh cain ' t make no 

passage no mo ' .  [ New Orleans , La . , (8 03) , 1121 : 5 . ] 
4 37 9 .  Yuh kin take anothah way an ' lock ' is bowels . 

BURY IN SWAMP AND STOMP Take his s tool an ' yuh kin take an ' s ew it up in a 
STOOL SEWED UP IN CLOTH piece of cloth - take some of it an ' sew it up in a 

piece of cloth . An ' yuh kin take it an ' carry it off 
in some swamp . Take it down dere an ' bury it . Bury hit down der e .  Stamp 
[ stamp ] it down dere [ demons trates ] .  

(Stomp it good with your foot . )  
An ' he locked . 
(That will lock his bowels . )  
An ' dey won ' t  be unlocked till yuh [ or some other doator] go dere an ' move it . 

[ Florence ,  S .  Car . , (1331) , 2 2 9 1 : 4 . ] 
4 38 0 .  Yuh kin take a person ' s  bowel s tuff , take it an ' burn it lak yuh do 

alum or sompin lak dat , an ' take it an ' s top it up , or bury it in a hidden place , 
an ' dat ' ll s top ' em  up . 
(S top up their bowels ? )  

BURN PERSON 'S BOWEL STUFF Yes , j is '  de  s ame as dey wuz locked . [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , (139 3 ) , 2504 : 6 . ]  
4 38 1 .  Dey kin lock yore bowels up when yuh go out 

in de woods , when yuh use - git some of dat an ' tie it up an ' burn it up . Dat ' ll 
lock ' em. Tie it up in a rag an ' burn it up . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1233 ) , 2088 : 13 . ] 

4 38 2 .  Ah hear d em  say dey could take i t  an ' burn it . Dat will make yuh sore,  
s top yuh ac tion - s top yuh bowels from mavin ' .  Say it would lock yuh bowels an' 
dat would kill yuh . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1066 ) , 17 24 : 12 . ] 
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4383 . If dey go to a [ outdoors ] lav ' tory - yuh know where yuh soes - yuh put 
keros ene on dat an ' yuh go on [ away] . An ' dey say it will - an' burn ' e.  lak dat 
an ' it will bring about piles .  

(With this passag e from the bowels . ) [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1343) . 2326: 6 . ]  
4 384 . [They take ] some o f  yuh , yuh know , yuh act ions . Ah heard dat dey could 

take it an ' burn it , an ' yuh take de piles . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . ,  (996) . 
1612 : 1 . ] 

4385 . If yuh wanta do ' em harm , yuh take a person ' s  actions , an ' if yuh kin 
git ' em  intuh somepin an ' drive some gunpowdah � an ' take two needles an' cross 
it an ' burn it , an ' dey say dat ' ll harm dat p erson . 

CROS S 2 NEEDLES OVER PERSON 'S ACTIONS 
ADD GUNPOWDER AND BURN 

( In what way would it harm them . do you 
know? ) 
No s ir ,  ah only heard dat it would . It 
didn ' t  lock dere bowels , but d ey say it 

would do great hahm [ harm] , great hindrance .  In othah words if dey had been 
mayb e dey had been in wit yuh some way , yuh compet itor - would caus e ' em  tuh lose 
out . In othah words d ey b ecome s ick . Ah haven ' t  heard whethah it would kill ' em  
or no t .  

(You mean they would take their passage ,  tha t they made from their bowels , and 
do that with it ? )  

Yes s ir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1105) ,  1 7 7 9 : 9 . ] 
4386 . Ah heard dat if - now j is '  lak if yuh love a person an ' dey mis treat 

yuh or sompin othah . Jis ' lak ah may love yuh an ' yuh don ' t love me . Dere man 
yuh know of dat kind , don ' t love ' em . Why - an ' yuh love ' em  an ' do all yuh kin 

HEARTH BRICK - EXCREMENT UNDER 3 DAYS - THEN BURN 
tuh git ' long wit ' em  an ' 
can ' t . Why yuh j es '  takes 
most - well , any ' mount chew 

want of - well , food yo ' know dat pass through dem.  Yuh kin take dat . Yuh take 
dat an ' yuh put it intuh a little rag , any kinda rag , or mayb e a papah , anythin ' .  
An ' yuh take it down an ' j is '  lak yuh· take up a brick ou ta yore chimley ,  an ' yuh 
bury i t  undah dat brick an ' let it s tay undah d er e  fo ' ' bout three days . Yuh 
take it out . Yuh take dat up den an ' yuh burn it . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will bring ' im back . 
(You burn his passage to bring him back? ) 
Yassuh . [Waycross , Ga . , (1161) , 1936 : 4 . ] 
4387 . Well , yuh s ee ,  dey kin take de action of yuh an ' put some wha ' choo 

call Hot Foot Powdah. 
(What do they call it ? Hot Foot  Powdah? )  
Hot Foot Powdah. 
(Where do they get that ? )  
Sen ' off an '  git it .  An ' take it an ' mix i t  up wit de action an ' put same 

cayenne peppah in dere an ' git a stoppah . It ' s  a kin ' of a cork whut chew buy , 
a square block cork . An ' take de fo ' cornahs off dat square cork, yuh see . It ' s  

HOT FOOT POWDER - 5 BLACK PEPPERS - NAME - ACTION 
BURN - BOTTLED - DRAGON CORK 

called d e  dragon aork. 
(Where do you get that? ) 
Send off an ' git it . 
An ' take it wit dat action 

an ' take dat powdah whut d ey call Hot Foot Powdah , an ' put five grains of whole 
grain black pepper in it . An ' roll i t  up an ' wri t e  dat  individual ' s  name , who 
dat action come from.  An ' roll dat  up in de  papah where dat  name is  wrote , an ' 
burn it up . An ' dos e  folks will have a bad ' tack [ attack (of ) ] lock bowels an ' 
kill ' em , d er e  wouldn ' t  b e  nuthin unlo ck d e  bowels . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 2 ) , 926 : 4 . ] 
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4388 . Yes , yuh kin. Ah kin come right on tuh yuh house ,  yuh undahs tan ' . 
Jis ' lak ah ' m  a frien ' of  yern , a pahtic ' lah frien ' of yern . Yuh figure ah ' m  yuh 

RED PEPPER BURNED WITH YORE WASTE 
frien ' , but ah ' m  yuh enemy all de time , see , 
an ' ah ' m  j ealous o f  yuh [ s tyle o f ]  livin ' . 
Well , ah ' ll come dere an ' yuh ' ll shit . Well , 

ah ' ll come dere an ' ah ' ll wait on yuh an ' anythin ' ,  an ' say , "Well , ah know what 
ah ' ll do . Ah ' ll git rid of ' em . " ' Cuz if yuh stop yuh bowels , dat ' ll kill yuh , 
yuh see. Dey is  locked bowels . Well , yuh see , aftah yuh done go , aftah yuh s lop 
[ us e  the toilet ] an ' thin ' , yo ' know , ah j is '  git me a stick of  somep in an ' git me some of  dat outa dat , yuh undahs tan ' , an ' take me some red peppah an ' stuff 
an ' s tir dat up in dere an ' burn it up , yuh see - make me a little grass [put 
dried gras s ] aroun ' it an ' burn it up . An ' yuh won ' t  go out , yuh see , de locked 
bowels will kill yuh . [New Orleans , La . , (841) , 1 2 7 3 : 1 . ] 

438 9 . Well , dey go right dere an ' take yuh urinate [ = excrement here ] an ' 
take dat s tuff an ' dey got anythin ' ag ' ins t yuh , take dat stuff , an ' yuh git 
some red peppah an ' care [ carry ] it or take part of  it , care it on o f f , put it 
on a bark - s ee a bark , a p iece of pine bark will burn up . An ' yuh burn dat 
when yuh git all dat s tuff down dere . An ' yuh sprinkle some o f  dat peppah - take 
dat odor away from it . Take dat thin '  an ' keep it in a can an ' run yuh stone 
crazy .  [ For the us e of tin can , see margin aan titles soon to follow. ] [Wil
mington , N. Car . , ( 3 28 ) , 26 6 : 2 . ] 

439 0 .  Dey say dey take some o f  yore waist an ' take an ' burn i t  an ' put red 
peppah in it , an ' - it won ' t lock yuh bowels but it ' ll j is '  burn yuh , hurt chew. 
An ' i f  dey wanta lock ' em , j is '  take some of it an ' burn it , an ' take an ' put 
it in a bottle an ' s top it up an ' throw it in de rivah in a runnin ' stream of  
watah , an ' dat will lock yuh bowels . [ Fayetteville. ,  N .  Car . , (1398 ) , 2517 : 8 . ] 

4391 . Ah heard dey kin take yore bowels an ' put some hot cayenne peppah on 
it an ' burn it  an ' den take it an ' bury it an ' , yuh undahs tan ' ,  yuh couldn ' t  
pas s no mo ' .  

(That ' s  to ups et [ lock ] the b owels . )  [New Orleans , La . , (1558 ) , 28 36 : 10 . ] 
439 2 .  Yuh know , lak go in ' tuh make a passage , yuh know yuh take some o f  dat 

an ' burn it , s ee .  Yuh take some of dat an ' burn it . Co ' s e dat will make it so 
dat it will lock it  tuh yuh . I t ' ll lock it by put tin ' peppah an ' stuff  in it , 
mixin ' it up wit somp in els e .  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 3 ) , 265 5 : 1 7 . ] 

43 9 3 .  Yuh take dere urinate , if yuh kin git i t . Dere ' s  two ways yuh kin 
hurt a person wit dere urinate . Yuh kin take it an ' put it in a f iah wit cayenne 

peppah an ' [ or ] put salt on it  an ' coal oil an ' burn it . 
SALT AND PEPPER (You mean their passage? ) 

Yes , dere passage , an ' burn it an ' dat ' ll gi ' [give ] dem de 
b loody pi les .  [The s econd way of  hurting a person is given later under margin 
title OAK TREE - NORTH SIDE . ] [Memphis , T enn . , (15 23) , 2717 : 1 . ] 

4394 . Yuh kin take a li ttle salt an ' black peppah an ' put it in ' is pas sage , 
yuh undahs tan ' , an' take an ' burn it , an ' it  stops ' is bowels . 

(Locks his bowels ? )  
Locks ' is bowels . Dere yuh are . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1407 ) , 252 7 : 20 . ] 
439 5 .  (What do you s ay they do in that case? ) 
Well , j is '  like a person ' s bowels want tuh move , yuh know , an ' i f  dey cain ' t 

git intuh a toilet nowhere s o  dere bowels will move , an ' dey happen tuh , yuh 

CAN - BOWELS OF PERSON STOPPED UP IN T IN 
KEPT IN DARK PLACE 

know , do it anywhere where a person 
kin git it . Well , yuh takes da t an ' 
yuh put s it in a powdah can , a ' eas t 
[ yeas t ]  powdah can . An ' yuh fas tens 

it up tight , an ' yuh puts it in a dark place an ' yuh let it s tay in dere . Now , 
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yuh see l ike yuh bowels is supposed tuh move l ike three t imes a day . Well , yuh 
kin take diff ' ren ' thin ' s an ' make yuh bowels move . Well , dey cain' t move becuz 
some - ah ' m  got yuh s tuff fastened up an ' dat gives yuh locked bowels . An '  in
stead of yuh bowels goin ' down , hit comes up through yuh mouth . Ah ' ve seen a man 
died like dat . 

( I  see . Yuh take this can and put it in a dark p lac e .  All you have to do? ) Uh huh , dat ' s  all yuh have tuh do . [New Orleans , La . , (783) , 1086 : 4 . ] 
4396 . Dey s top it up , dey s top up de manure o f  a p erson , a human, an' it will 

cuz dem tuh have - dey ' ll ket ch it in a cup [ can] dat has a top dat it �11 fit  
tight , an ' dey  bury it  or eithah throw it  away , an ' it  will lock de bowels . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 2394 . ] 

4397 . [ Fingers crossed or interlocked 
action s tarted , I first  reported in 1935 , 

to prevent a dog from completing an 
in FACI , 1st ed . , 2022 , p . 94 ;  2nd ed . ,  

FINGERS INTERLOCKED - CALLED " CUTTIN ' ' EM OFF" 
(1 )  INDEX FINGERS INTERLOCKED 

2231-2233 , p . 89 . ] 
Well , now dat ' s  whut chew call 
auttin ' 'em off. 
(You call autting them off? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
See , yuh take a p erson do in ' 

business .  See [demonstrates ] yuh ketch dat fingah dis way . 
(YOU INTERLOCK YOUR TWO INDEX FINGERS , KEEPING YOUR FINGERS CROSSED . )  
Dat ' s  right , dataway . Well , long as  yuh hold dat , well dere ' s  no bus iness 

dey kin do . 
(They can ' t pass their bowels? )  
No s ir , dere bowels won ' t pas s . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1097 ) , 17 7 2 : 5 . ] 
4398 . When yuh ket ch a man goin ' tuh de toilet - yuh git  ' im goin ' tuh de 

toilet , goin ' tuh do somp in - j is '  take yuh fingahs j is '  lak dis [demonstrates ] .  · 
(When you get a man going to the toilet , you 

(2)  , LITTLE FINGERS INTERLOCKED crook your two little fingers together and 
pull t ight . )  

Pull tight , yes . [He s tops talking . ]  
(Yes? ) [This means continue . ]  An '  he cain ' t do a thing . 
(He can ' t do a thing , I see . ) 
No . 
(You j us t  hook your two little fingers together - j us t  hook them together and 

pull them tight , when you see him going to the toilet . )  
He cain ' t do nuthin . He cain ' t do a thing . [New Orleans , La . , (87 7 ) , 

1442 : 1 . ] 
4399 . Take some borax ,  alum , salt an ' do yuh fingahs disaway , put it  [ the 

three things ] right dere [demonstrates ] .  
(You put that [mixture ]  right on the index finger and then you lock your 

fingers . )  An '  yuh unloose ' em ,  yuh take it an ' put it heah ; 
fingah [ auto horn sounds outs ide ] . Dey tell me dese 

an ' do dat wit chure little 
locks an ' [demonstrates ] .  

(3)  INDEX FINGERS TO LOCK - LITTLE FINGERS TO UNLOCK 
ALUM - BORAX - SALT 

(The forefingers [ in
dex fingers ] inter
locked lock the bowels 
and the little fingers 
interlock them. ) 
Yes sir . 

(I see . And to lock them put that substance under your index finger and to 
unlock them you put it under your little finger . )  
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an ' d en put it  in dere while i t  wuz hot , an ' fasten de tree on it an ' he  died . 
(This manure from the man? ) 
Yessuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (917 ) , 1486 : 2 . ] 
4409 . Well , dat is said to be  done in dis way . Yo ' have tuh watch a pusson 

to see where d ey goes tuh discharge dere s tomach , yo ' understan' an' yo ' git  
aholt o f  some of dat , yo ' see . An' yo ' 

( 2 )  SALT IN TREE HOLE KILL S TREE bo ' a hole  in dat tree , an ' yo ' git  a wedge 
an ' yo ' put dat stuf f in dat hole.  Yo ' git 

a wedge an ' yo ' drive i t  in j es '  as tight as yo ' kin drive it , an ' den yo ' put 
some table sal t in dat . Dis tab l e  salt is fo ' killin ' . Tab le  salt will kill a 
live tree , yo ' know dat . An ' d e  pusson wanted tuh git rid o f  yo ' .  When dey do 
dat dey wanta g i t  rid o f  yo ' .  Bo ' dat hole  an ' git dat tab le salt an ' dat ,  dat 
discharge from d ey stomach an ' drive it . Drive it , an ' as dat tree b egin tuh 
rot - ah don ' t think d ey kin wait  dat long - but dat man will nevah discharge 
from de bowels no mo ' ,  in de hospital or nowheres els e .  Locked ' em  fo ' evah. 
[ Florence , s. Car . , (1295) , 2197 : 1 . ] 

4410 . [ Ins tead o f  the hole and peg into a tree , sometimes a splinter makes 
the hole  and serves as a peg . ] 

Dere two ways yuh kin lock dey bowels up . One way tuh lock a p erson ' s bowels , 
yuh kin take a sharp splintah . Jis ' take yuh knife  an ' j is '  sharpen up a splin
tah , see . Yuh kin git  a little b i t  o f  de stuf f yuh know on dat splintah . 

(The bowels ? )  
( 3 )  SPLINTER - SUBSTITUTE FOR AUGER AND HOLE Oat ' s  right . An ' take it down 

in de woods tuh some tree or 
' nothah an ' yuh take an ' yuh drive ' em  in dere . Co ' se yuh got ' a  take an ' bo ' 
yuh a hole  in dere . Drive i t  in dere d en .  When yuh drive it in dere , why yuh 
done lock ' em . [ The second method , not given here , may be  elsewhere in the 
text . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2291 : 3 . ] 

4411 • .  Now ,  j es '  lak our bowels move , see . Well  dey stop dat up in a bottle . 
Take a auger an ' bo ' a hole  in dere - little round bottle . 

(Bore a hole  in what? )  
( 4 )  SMALL BOTTLE OFTEN PEGGED INTO HOLE In d e  tree . Put some of whut pass 

through from mah bowels in dis lit
tle bottle , an ' put it in de tree , an ' d en nai l  [ peg ]  a stoppah in dat . Well , 
dat will tie mah entrails up an ' ah can ' t have no [more action] . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
(1261) , 2141 : 7 � ] 

4412 . Jis ' lak yuh go out aside an ' dey know it , why dey kin go an ' git dat 
an ' put it in a bottle an ' s top it up . An ' when dey stop up dat bot tle , why yuh 
can ' t have no passage d en .  

(When you go outside , you mean your passag e .  They stop it up in a bottle , 
what comes from your bowels .  What would they do with that bottle after they s top 
it up ? )  

Yes , yes . 
Dey stop i t  up . An ' d ey tell me dey s top up dat bottle  an ' dey carry it  to a 

tree . Bo ' a hole  in d e  tree an ' den cut a round p eg an ' stop it  up in dere . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1338) 2 311 : 9 . ] 

( 5 )  FORKS OF THE ROAD - TREE AT - 9 MORNINGS 441 3 .  Go out tuh de fo ' ks of de 
road an ' take yuh stool , yuh 

know , an ' bo ' a hole  in a tree , an ' put i t  in dat hole an ' stop it up . An ' go 
dere an ' tap dat p eg about nine mawnin ' s , ah think dey say it is , an ' dat ' ll run 
yuh crazy an ' kill yuh . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1068) , 1 7 28 : 10 . ] 

4414 . I f  yuh want tuh tie a man up , yuh kin tie his entrails up . Yuh kin 
take an ' git a little o f  ' is manure an ' rub it on a string , a new string , a new 
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piece of  homespun . an ' tie nine knots in it . When yuh tie dem nine knots 1 yuh 
see 1 dat ' ll tie his stomach up 1 i f  she ' ll tie it in de same knots . An '  see 1 den 

( 6 )  KNOTS 9 - NEW STRING FROM NEW HOMESPUN - HANG IN TREE 

hang it up in a 
tree 1 yuh undah
stan ' . 
An ' [ or ]  yuh kin 
take a person ' s  

pas sage an ' put i t  in a p iece of new cloth an ' bo ' a hole in a tree an ' stick it  
in dat tree . When yuh do dat 1 yuh done stop ' im from havin ' a action - HE CAN' T 
HAVE NINE IN DIS WORL ' [ he will be  dead b efore 9 th action] . [ Florence 1 S .  Car . 1 
(1326) . 2 2 7 0 : 11 . ] 

4415 . When yuh go outside - yuh know 
in de country where dey ain ' t no sewage . 

dey don ' t do dat roun ' town . Dat ' s  done 
But de last end dat come out - yuh 

( 7 )  " LAST END" OF PASSAGE - EAST SIDE OF TREE 
HOLE - PEG - HIT 9 DAYS 

know yuh bowels be ' s  hard 
sometimes - dey take dat last 
end an ' dey goes tuh de east 
side of  a tree 1 an ' bo ' a 

hole in it 1 an '  put dat in dere wit a peg an ' yuh hit it fo ' nine days . S top  
dat  up  an ' de  las t - de ninth day yuh drives it into de tree . An ' de  bowels 
nevah will move . Locked ! [Mobile 1 Ala • • ( 6 7 2 ) 1 887 : 7 . ]  

4416 . [They would ] have a passag e .  Yuh know whut ah mean . Well 1 ,dey would 
take de top o f  dat o f f  of dat 1 bo ' a hole in a tree or stop it up in a bottle . 
Well den 1 DERE AIN' T NO DOCTOR IN DE WORL ' CAN MOVE YUH BOWELS 1 none in de worl ' 
cannot move yuh bowels . Yuh bowels is  locked ! [ New Orleans 1 La . 1 (811) 1 
1141 : 1 . ] 

4417 . His stoobnent - his bowel s toolment . An ' yuh kin cut a hole in any 
kinda tree 1 j is '  since yuh cut a hole in it 1 an ' put it  in dere 1 an ' den put dat 

( 8) NAIL STOOUIENT UNDER BARK 
same bark 1 yuh know 1 an ' shut back ovah dat 
an ' nail it up wit a hammah an ' nail . An ' 
dat ' ll lock ' is bowels an ' he nevah will git 

ovah it . [Waycross . Ga . 1 ( 1135 ) 1 1844 : 4 . ] 
4418 . Dey say dat chew could take a nail an ' dip off  a little bit of  yore 1 

yuh know 1 manure 1 an '  carry it  tuh a tree 1 yuh know 1 a nail dain ' t [ dat ain ' t ]  

(9 ) NEW NAIL - HAIR - PHOTOGRAPH - 9 MORNINGS 
nevah been used 1 an ' drive 
i t  through dat tree wit some 
hair 1 ah think dey say 1 an ' 

some of yuh hair too 1 an ' say yuh tap 
says yo ' ll die . 

it fo ' nine mawnin 1 s 1  an ' de ninth dey 

(That hasn ' t anything to do with your photograph.  has it ? )  
Dey tell me dey have yuh pichure up dere wit it . 
(Oh ! You drive this nail through i t ? ) 
Through de p ichur e .  Drive dis nail through de pichure 1 see 1 an ' have dat hair 

up dere wit it . Jis ' drive it on in . 
(Where do you put the manure 1 on the end of the? ) 
On de end of  de nail . [Waycross . Ga • • ( 1081) 1 17 50 : 6 . ] 
4419 . Yuh kin take a person ' s  a - yuh know ah couldn ' t  use de proper name of 

it 1 yeah manure . Yuh kin take hit an ' yuh kin go tuh a pine t ree 1 an ' go roun ' 

(10) NAIL - PINE - EAST SIDE - 9 MORNINGS 
right whare it pointed right to
wards de east 1 see . An ' bore yuh 
a hole in dere 1 an ' yuh could put 

it in dere an ' stop it  up 1 an ' go dere nine mawnin ' s  an ' drive a rtail 1 see 1 in
tuh dat . An ' den go dere nine mawnin ' s  an ' drive dat nai l  fuhthah an ' fuhthah 
in fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Time comes it would come tuh 1 im 1  yuh know 1 be worried wit 
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' is backs ide , yuh know , an ' it will cuz him tuh have so much trouble it will kill 
' im in de long run . [ Informants proper name of it is undoubtedly a messy four
lettered word ! ] [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1028) , 167 3 : 6 . ] 

(11) NAIL - NORTH SIDE - 9 MORNINGS 
4420 . Dey say yuh could take a person ' s 
bowels aftah dey moves fresh, an ' take a 
nail an ' drive it in de north corner o f  

de tree . An ' j i s '  drive it  one inch [ l ick]  evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin' s .  Dey 
drive dat nail an ' de las ' mawnin ' dey say yuh will pass out [ die ] . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 10 7 3 ) , 1735 : 4 . ] 

4421 . Yuh keep a kinda 
ain ' t got no cons tipation . 

eye on ' em , yuh all along . Yuh know , especially if 
Dey [ he ]  go an ' do what dey [he have to do ] an ' 

(12)  NAILS 4 :  1 UP - 1 DOWN - 1 ON BOTH SIDES OF HOLE 
FOR "4 CORNERS OF THE WORLD" 

leave . Yuh j is '  go 
out dere an ' go an ' 
take [ a ]  stick an ' 
j is ' go dere an ' 

take up some of dat . An ' go tuh pine tree or any kinda tree . Git a augah an ' 
bore a hole in de tree , an ' push some in dere an ' cork it up tight . An ' drive 
four nails in dere : one up , an ' one down , an ' one on both side s of dat hole . 
[This represents the 4 corners of the world or the 4 arms of a cross - the latter 
crossing up the victim . ] An ' dat ' s  a dead man . [Ano ther version of this rite 
will b e  found later under (4)  SOCKS AND STOCKINGS , margin title NAILS  4 . ] 
[Charleston , S .  Car . , (509) , 57 3 : 3 . ] 

4422 . Take some nails an ' drive ' em  intuh a person ' s bowels proposition , in
tub a new bo ' d ,  an ' cuz ' em  tuh have a eatin ' cancer at dere private [ rear , not 

(13)  NEW NAILS 9 - INTO NEW BOARD 
BEND NAILS TOGETHER - CAUSE CANCER 

front ] . [The board is sub s tituting 
for a tree . ] 
(THEY DO WHAT ? )  
Take a new bo ' d  an ' place i t  on 

dere - j is ' lay it  on de new bo ' d ,  de person business . When dey j is ' go an ' have 
a action , take it an ' place it tuh de new bo ' d .  Take nine new nails an ' drive it 
in an ' [when ] yuh drive ' em  in so fur yuh crook de nine nails head tuhgethah . 
Don ' t let ' em tech tuhgethah , j is '  crook ' em  all lak dat [ d emonstrates ] .  

(Bend them over towards each other . )  
Ben ' dem ' wards each othah an ' dat ' ll cuz ' em  tuh have a eatin ' cancer at dere 

private .  
(They drive these nails right through the business ? )  
Dey drive ' em  right through intuh a new bo ' d .  
[ I  have never heard o f  this rite b efore , but I sugges t the 9 nails b ent over 

are a diagrammatic figure representing Cancer or Crab , fourth sign of the Zodiac . 
If  my suggestion is  possib le , 10 nail s would have been a b etter symbol . Evident
ly the 2 pincers , because they close ,  are cons idered as one . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1384) , 24 62 : 1 . ] 

4423 . Well , dat will stop ' em ,  too . 
on de sunrise in de east an ' den .  

(You mean on the sunrise side o f  the 
De tree , yes sir . An ' aftah yuh bo ' 

it in a piece o f  papah an ' push it down 

Now , de way dat is done , yuh bo ' a hole 

tree1 ) 
yuh hole 
dat hole 

in dere , den yuh take it  an ' put 
an ' drive a peg b ehin ' it , an ' 

(14) NAME CALLED 3 TIMES - PEG HIT 3 TIME S - EAST SIDE 
call de person . Yuh 
call ' is name three 
times an ' den evah 

time yuh call dey name yuh hit de peg . 
(Locks his bowel , after you put that 

(near 1237 ) , 2104 : 2 . ] 

See , yuh go t · ' em . Dat locks ' is bowels . 
passage in the hole . )  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
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4424 . Ah have seen dat , dis chambeP lye [ see lateP] . Dere wuz a man heah 
' bout ten yeahs ago - no , it ' s  been about twenty yeahs ago [ 1919 ] . He ' d  taken 

(15)  NEEDLES 9 - IN TREE HOLE WITH IN- STUFF 
HIT PEG 9 MORNINGS 

me , mahself , taken mahself an ' 
buried me in a tree . An ' when 
he buried me in a tPee he sup-
posed tuh hit it  - tap dat wedge 

nine days an ' den ah ' d  die .  But he didn ' t tap it nine days . De Lord fixed it so 
dat ah wuz able tuh light [ loosen] it  an ' knocked it out b efo ' ah b egin tuh take 
bad . Befo ' ah b egin tuh take bad ah found it an ' knocked i t  out . 

(What did he put in the tree? ) 
[ I  ask this b ecause of the preceding chambeP lye . ] 
He put some o f  mine in-stuff in de  tree , put nine needles in it . 
(He put some of your passage? ) 
Yes sir . 
(How did he prepare that? ) 
He took it  samewheres an' put it  in a tree , bo ' d  a hole in a b ig tree wit a 

augah , an ' af tah he bo ' d  wit dat augah in de  b ig tree , he ' d  taken nine needles 
an ' put dem in dere. Den he made dis wedge , wedge or stoppah , an ' put in dere 
an ' hit i t  fo '  nine ...aiD' s .  an ' he didn ' t git a chance tuh hit it fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  b efo ' de Lord fized it so ah could f ind it . When ah found s  it ah knock
ed i t  out an ' ah go t bettah. 

(What did you do with it . j us t  leave it  there? ) 
Ah ' d  taken an' carried it to de house an ' showed it  tuh ' im , but de pains wuz 

shootin ' up through .ah haid lak dat . An ' if ah had let it s tayed dere an ' he ' d  
ahit it  nine mawnin' s .  ah wouldn ' t  have b een heah today . Ah wuz goin ' down , b e
fo ' ah ' d  taken tuh bed . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (992 ) , 1600 : 4 . ] 

4425 . Yuh kin take dis person ' s or individual ' s  where he go an ' dO his job 
this , ah [mean] , yuh Jmav .  manure . 

(Manure? ) 
Manur e ,  yuh undahstan' • where 

gits j is '  enough of dat tuh . yuh he done go an ' do his j ob ,  see . All right . Yuh 
know , do what yuh want wit it . An ' den yuh 

(16 )  NEEDLE - ON TREE - FOOT HIGHER THAN VICTIM ' S HEAD HAND PROM IT 9 DAYS - HIS BOTTLED EXCREMENT 

takes d i s  needle . 
(Just one? ) 
Jis ' one needle , an ' 
yuh brings dis an ' 

yuh hangs it up high j is '  about - if he s ix feet , yuh hang it seven feet an ' 
stick dis needle in i t .  An' as yuh stick dat needle in it , an ' dat ' s  seven feet 
above ' im ,  dat ' s  a feet above hfm - he ' s  six , yuh make it seven . An ' den as yuh 
do dat , why let it  stay dere nine days . An ' aftah nine days , d e  individual will 
be mentally unbalanced . 

(What did you put that stuff in? ) 
Yuh s top it up in a bo ttle . An' den yuh wrap a papah or rag , anything aroun ' 

it , an ' den yuh s tick it up about a feet highah dan he is . 
(Hang it  anywhere? ) 
Hang it  on a tree - hang i t  up on a tree , a limb of  a tree . [Vicksburg , 

Miss . ,  ( 7 7 3 ) , 1063 : 1 . ] 
4426 . Ah heard dat chew could take 

bowel movement . Git some of dat , yo ' 

(17 ) 9 MORNINGS - AFTER STOPPING 
BOWEL MOVEMENT IN TREE HOLE 

a p er son ' s  bowel move ' - take a person ' s 
see , yes , from ' is bowels . Ah take it  up 
on a little piece of s tick_ or somp in ,  an ' 
put it  in a l ittle clo th an ' double i t  up . 
An ' yo ' bo ' a hole in de tree an ' yo ' poke 
dat in dat tree , see ,  an ' stop it up . In 

nine mawnin ' s  he ' d  die of dat , ' cuz it  check ' is bowels where he can ' t have a 
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b owel movement . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1256) , 2129 : 7 . ] 
4427 . Dey say dey git chure b owels j is '  like yuh make - yuh  go off , yuh make 

yer b owels move . An ' dey go an ' dey ' ll bo ' a hole in a tree aboat six inches 

(18)  9 MORNINGS - DRIVE PEG INTO HOLE 
deep , ge ' [ get ] dem a peg an ' cram 
de b owels  in dat tree , an' drive on 
it nine mawnin ' s .  An' in de nine 

mawnin ' s  dey drive dat peg clean up as  fer as dey kin git it - j is '  strike it 
tight . An ' if somebody don ' t do somepin fer yuh mighty quick , yuh ' ll nevah make 
no bowels in dis world . [Richmond , Va . , ( 340) , 27 6 : 5 . ] 

44 28 . If yuh wuz tuh b e  goin ' ' long ' s ide of de road an ' stop an ' do a j ob ,  
if a person wanted tuh kill yuh or somp in othah like dat , well he ' d  take soae of  
yuh dung an ' bo '  a hole i n  a tree , an ' he  dr ive dat  peg in  dere . Hit it  evah 
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin' s .  Well , den yuh b owels  would lock .  WOULDN ' T  BB ANY 
DOCTOR IN DE WORL ' COULD OPEN DEM BOWELS .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (1121) , 18 02 : 4 . ] 

442 9 .  Dey tell me , yuh know , dat yuh git a person ' s manure , yuh see , an ' take 
a b ig augah , dey claim , an ' b o '  a hole . Go tuh a LIVE TREE an ' bo ' a hole in de 
live tree , see . An ' den yuh take dat dung an ' place it in dat augah hole , an ' 
den yuh take a peg . Tr im yuh a peg j is '  tuh fit dat hole tight , yuh know , where 
no air can ' t git in dere , yuh see , an ' tap it , see . An ' tap dat up fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s .  Evah mawnin ' yuh go dere an ' give it  a small tap , yuh see , fo ' nine 
mo 1 mawnin ' s , an ' on de las ' mawnin ' yuh dr ive it  plumb up . An ' dey say dat will 
b ind a person bowels , yuh see , tuh where dey can ' t  have a action , yuh know , an ' 
dat will kill ' im .  [Waycross , Ga . , (10 6 9 ) , 17 29 : 6 . ] 

4430 . People dat is enemies tuh othah people an ' dey would watch ' em  very 
clo sely an ' when dey go tuh deys elf , dey gits dat an ' dey b o '  a hole in de s ide 
of a tree , an ' plug it in , an ' take an ' dr ive a peg in behin ' it , an ' go an ' 
drive dat peg j is '  a little b it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth mawnin ' dat will 
certainly kill ' em .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1429) , 2579 : 9 . ] 

4431 . · Yuh kin take dey act ion an ' b o '  a hole in a GREEN TREE . Take yuh a peg 
an ' cut nine notches in it an ' evah mawnin ' yuh put some of  dat in dat green 

(19 ) 9 NOTCHES - 9 MORNINGS - 3 HOLY NAMES 
tree . Evah mawnin ' yuh drive 
dat peg a no tch . Evah mawnin ' 
yuh repeat , say , "Ah do dis  In 

de Name of de Fathah� de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost , dat yuh nevah git ovah it . "  Evah 
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yuh drive dat peg in dere an ' de ninth mawnin ' yuh 
drive de peg , an ' if somebody don ' t pull , pull it down , why YUH ' LL BE A CORPSE .  
[Waycross , Ga . , (1141) , 1856 : 11 . ] 

44 32 . Now a person kin hurt chew an ' kin ki l l  yo ' daid. Take some of  dere 
yuh know , when dey go out tuh de toilet - - take some of dat an ' go tuh de no ' th 

(2 0)  PLACES ON A TREE 
(a)  NORTH SIDE 

side of de tree , an ' take somepin an ' bo ' a hole in 
dat tree . Jis ' go an ' bo ' it till it git about dat 
deep , an ' den dey put dis  in dere , an ' den cut a stick 
an ' make a peg fo ' dat hole b ig enough tuh stop dat 

hole up . Yuh s top dat hole up an ' don ' evah open it . She ' ll die or he ' ll die .  
[Little Rock, Ark . , ( 9 0 3 ) , 147 5 : 10 . ] 

44 3 3 . Go on de no ' th s ide of  a tree an ' b o '  a hole in dis tree an ' take of 
dere , yuh know dere stuff an ' - an ' put in de tree . An ' evah mawnin ' go , but 
don ' t drive it in , yuh know , right at once . Fo ' nine mawnin' s yuh go dere an ' 
hit  dat stahb one lick fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth day dey ' ll be daid . Dere 
b owels nevah move an ' can ' t nob ody unlock dat wi ' out dey kin git tuh dat peg , git 
dat peg out dat tree where yuh put it . An ' dey wil l die from dat . 

(This is to lock their b owels? ) 
Lock dere b owels , an ' nobody - AIN ' T  A DOCTOR IN DE WORLD KIN UNLOCK IT . 
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[Waycross , Ga . ,  (109 3 ) ,  17 61 : 1 . ] 
4434.  All r ight . Yuh take when a person go outside , yuh s ee ,  a person watch 

yuh - see , in de country where peoples steps out de s ide . Well , a person go b e

(b ) SUNNY S IDE 
hind yuh an ' take dat an ' f ind ' im a tree . On de sunny 
s ide , bo ' a hole in dere an ' take an ' put it in dat hole 
an ' sharp a peg an ' drive it  up in dere . Go dere nine 

mawnin ' s  an ' hit dat peg nine mawnin ' s  until yuh drive dat peg up . An ' when 
yuh drive dat peg up , dat person ' s bowels nevah moves no mo ' .  [Vicksburg , 
Miss . ,  ( 7 25) , 99 4 : 6 . ] 

4435 .  Jis ' lak a person - if yuh wanta git rid o f  a person , well yuh take 
dere bowels an ' - yuh know whut dey use . An '  go tuh de west s ide of  a tree an ' 

( c )  WEST SIDE 
bo ' a ho le in it . See , take a augah an ' bo ' a hole in 
dis tree , an ' take dere manure an ' put it in dere , an ' 
stop i t  up an ' dat ' ll lock dere bowels . An ' when dey 

bowels do move , it ' ll move through de mouth an ' evently [ eventually ] dey ' ll die . 
It ' ll kill ' em. [Memphis , Tenn. , (940) , 15 22 : 9 . ] 

443 6 .  Dey ' ll take dat stuff , yuh know , an ' carry it to a tree , on de right 
s ide of de tree .  An' dey kin bury i t  in dat ho le an ' take a s toppah , a peg , an ' 

(d)  RIGHT S IDE - FAC ING TREE 

(e)  OVER A LIMB 

drive it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' in nine 
mawnin ' s  dey ' ll be dead . 
(Lock up the bowels . )  [Waycro ss , _ Ga . , 
(1126) , 1831 : 11 . ] 
44 37 .  A man died out tuh ouah home at 
Flour City , Ark . An ' ' is wife had taken 

' is bowels an' bo ' d  a hole j is '  ovah a limb of a tree an ' s topped it up an ' dat 
killed ' im . His baa-owels . [ Little Rock , Ark . , (896) , 1467 : 7 . ] 

4438 . Well now , ah learnt dat d e  pas s in '  of  a man ' s bowels , dey tell me dey 
do somepin wit i t .  Yuh want tuh know whut dey kin do . Dey ' ll take dat up an ' 

( f )  BO'ITLFD EXCREMENT IN TREE ROOT 
dey ' ll put it in a bottle an ' dey ' ll 
stop it up t ight , a irtight . An ' 
dey ' ll ca rry it somewhere , an ' git 

dem a augah , see , an ' bo ' a hole at de root of  a tree . One dese li ' le small 
bottle an ' git  chew a good augah an ' bo ' a ho le in de tree . An ' den yuh put 
dat in dere an ' put a peg in dere . HE ' LL NEVAH [wake ] NO MO ' TILL HE HEAR DE 
FIRST TRUMPET . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1415 ) , 2548 : 3 . ]  

4439 .  Yuh take dat an ' yuh wraps it , an ' yuh got de east s ide o f  a pine tree , 
yuh bo ' es a hole j is '  lak mah hand s et s  [ d emonstrates ] down tuh de root s . 

(g)  HOLE SLANTED INTO TREE ROOT � EAST SIDE OF PINE 
7 NEEDLES AND 7 PINS CRO S SED - 9 MORNINGS 

( Slant it down to
wards  the roots . )  
Tuh de tap roots , 
an ' yuh strike dat 

fer as dat augah go . An ' yuh take dat an ' yuh put s even needles an ' seven pins , 
an ' yuh hit it nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' on de ninth mawnin ' yuh drive it up . IN THIRTY 
MINUTES HE ' LL BE DEAD . 

(You put this passage in there? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . Yuh s t icks ' em , yuh s ee .  DAT ' S CALLED DRESSIN ' .  Yuh s ticks ' em . 

Yuh sticks de pins dis way , an ' s t icks de needles dis way - de heads dis way an ' 
dat head dis way , so dey be crossed lak dat intuh it . It be in a cloth yuh know . 
An ' yuh j is '  stick dem pins in it , an ' den yuh j is '  chunk it in de crack [hole ] 
an ' put dat peg j is '  tuh fit it . Jis ' lak yuh bo ' d  de ho le , de peg ' s go tta b e  
j is '  de  same width as de augah , j is '  airtight . An ' yuh j is '  need tuh tap it d e  
firs ' mawnin ' an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yuh hit one tap , an ' d e  ninth mawnin ' yuh 
drive it  up . 



- Hoodoo - C onj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 2631 

[Here I turned off recording machine but informant adds the place where this 
rite wa s performed . I restarted machine . ]  

(Where? ) 
Oat was done in [ near ] Tifton 1 Ga . [ St .  Petersburg . Fla . 1 (97 7 ) 1 1583 : 4 . ]  
444 0 . De mess f�m yuh body . an ' yuh take it an ' yuh ' ll dig a hole an ' yuh ' ll 

po ' sulphur - dig a hole ' side o f  a tree an ' put sulphur in dere an ' burn dat 

(h)  HOLE IN GROUND NEAR TREE 
BURN EXCREMENT AND SULPHUR 

mes s .  Well 1 dat will dry yuh up 1 goin ' 
dry yuh up where yuh ' ll nevah have actions 
yuh undahstan ' .  Purtty soon d ey give yuh 
medicine tub have action an ' dat will 

fin ' ly [ finally]  kill yuh . [Waycross . Ga . 1  ( 1102 ) 1 1 7 76 : 15 . ] 
444 1 .  Yuh git tub a green tree 1 a growin' tree 1 an ' yuh cut a hole in dat 

tree 1 an ' yuh ' ll bury it [ excrement ] down in de tree . Firs ' . yuh got ' a  take 

(21) TREES IN VARIOUS COND ITIONS 
(a) GREEN - GROWING - HALF GROWN - LIVE - YOUNG 

John de Conker Root . 
take devi l shoestring . 
an ' yuh ' ll wrap it all 
up tuhgethah wit it [ the 

excrement ] .  an ' yuh ' ll bury it in dat tree . An ' yuh git some red clay dirt [ to 
be  used as a s topper or packing ] an ' yuh put it in dat hole 1  covah it up good 1 
shet it up good . An ' dat ' s  gon ' a grow intuh de tree 1 cuz it ' s  a growin ' tree . 
[That locks the bowels . ]  [ New Orleans . La • •  (802 ) 1 1118 : 7 . ] 

444 2 . Ah seen dis  happen right down heah . If yuh ' s mad wit a per son 1 if yuh 
kin git s ome of dere 1 yuh know 1 de manure 1 take dat an ' go an ' wheresomevah yuh 
f ind a green tree at 1 an ' take a augah an ' bo ' holes in it an ' cuts it out 1 an ' 
s top it up wit i t 1 an ' drive dat peg in de tree . When he git dere tub have a 
action he can ' t .  Yuh kin let ' im have one 1 i f  yuh wanta ; i f  yuh don ' t •  yuh kin 
let ' im  die . Ah know dat ' s  true . [Waycro ss . Ga . 1 ( 1075) 1 1742 : 1 . ] 

4443 . Well 1 dey goes tub work 1 if it  yuh own toilet 1 yuh undahstan ' 1  an ' 
somebody -workin ' roun ' dere git  in wit chew . Takes dat an ' dey puts it in a 
piece o f  paper 1 undahstan ' 1 goes out in de woods tub a green tree 1 bo ' a hole 1  
s top it  up . Well 1 dat ' s tub kill yuh . [Waycro ss . Ga . 1  (1122) 1 1803 : 15 . ] 

4444 . Take dat - take his stuff yuh know •. 
(The pas sage from his bowels . )  
An ' den carry i t  tub a growin ' tree . Have yuh a augah an ' bo ' a hole in it 

an ' put dat in dere 1 dat hole 1 an ' put a peg in it . An ' evah day yuh go dere an ' 
give it a lick - evah day . Den de mo ' yuh knock on dat 1 de mo ' it shet up 1 de 
mo ' de  bowels closed 1 till finally i t  git to de last 1 de bowel s shet up tight . 
[ Sumter . s .  Car • •  (1368 ) 1 24 21 : 5 . ] 

444 5 .  AH DON ' WORK OAT KINDA BUS INES S NOW BUT AH USED TUH .  Yuh take same dey 
urinate [ = excrement - see comment later ] . anybody ' s 1 don ' care who it is . Take 
some of ' is urinate an ' bo ' yuh a hole in a half-grown tree 1 ' cuz young trees 
grows fastah 1 a good flushin ' [ flouri shing ] young tree . An ' take a augah an ' bo ' 
yuh a hole in dere 1 i f  yuh wanta git shet o f  ' em 1 don ' t want ' em  roun '  dere . An '  
yo ' put dat ur inate in a papah 1 wrahp [wrap ] i t  up . Roll it up an ' put it in dat 
hole an ' trim yuh a peg an ' start it in dere j is '  a little 1 j i s ' stop it up j is '  
a little an ' go on off . Evah mawnin '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  go dere an' hit it a 
lick an ' evah time yuh hit 1 dey ' s gittin ' locked tightah an ' t ightah . Well 1 when 
yuh hit it de ninth mawnin 1 1  it ' s  plumb tight 1 an ' he ' ll die if yuh don' t git it 
outa dere . 

(You mean take that from bowels? ) 
Yeah . [Wilson . N .  Car • •  (1476) 1 2656 : 3 . ] 
444 6 . Yuh take a young tree an ' yuh bo ' a hole in dat 1 an' yuh take a per

son ' s pas sage an ' put it in dere 1 an ' dis peg whut yuh put in dere1  yuh gradually 



2 6 3 2  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

nail [ peg ] in dere 1 an ' in nine days force it up . Dat will kill ' em - cause ' em  
tuh be cons tipated . dere bowels are locked . [ Brunswick 1 Ga . 1 (1206) 1 2038 : 9 . ] 

444 7 . [Dey say dey could take ] whut pass from a person an ' put it in a tree 1 
peg it up . An ' come tuh a live tree an ' bo ' a hole 1 an ' put it in de live tree 1 an '  in so  many d ays why yuh ' ll be dead . [ Jacksonville . Fla . 1 (555 ) 1 691 : 1 6 . ] 

(b ) HOLLOW TREE 
4448 .  Well 1 ah experienced once a woman got a li ' le 
chile ' s  s tools an ' buried it in a tree 1 an ' dat locked 
' er bowels an ' ' sposed tuh kill ' er .  

(How did she bury that in that tree? ) 
In a hole in a hallah tree 1 an ' s topped it up in dis hallah tree . 
(And that killed the child 1 locked it ' s  bowels? ) 
Yes . [ Wilson . N .  Car • • (1454) 1 2643 : 2 . ] 
4449 . Wel l 1  dey kin lock yuh bowels one way . Dey kin take - go tuh de lav ' 

tory where yuh use an ' git some of yuh 1 yuh know 1 an ' s top it up in a hallah 
tree 1 an ' as long as dey let it s tay stopped up 1 yuh bowels won ' t  move . 
------c-I .see . ) [Vicksburg . Miss • • (538) 1 1009 : 4 . ] 

4450 . Anywhere yo ' see a mess - anywhere yo ' be  at an ' yo ' see where dey goes 
an ' done dey [ their ] business . well yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in a bottle . De 

(c) SAP IN TREE 
top [ cork in the bottle ] wouldn ' t  give it no air . Yo ' go 
to de sap of [ the ] tree 1 [go]  j is '  befo ' de sap goes up . 
Yo ' turn dat bottle bottom upward in dat [hole ] . Cut off  

a wood [ peg ]  [ and put ] in  da t tree [ hole ] tight as yo ' could git  it . Dey couldn ' t  
do anything [ have a passage ] 1 an ' when de sap of dat tree go up 1 dat ' d  blow dem 
up . [New Orleans 1 La . 1 (829 ) 1 1225 : 1 . ] 

4451 . Lockin1 d e  bowels . Fo ' ins tance lak yuh would take a person ' s passage 
an ' go intuh de swamp 1 an ' taken a augah an ' bo ' en a hole intuh a tree 1 an ' put
ten it in dere an ' shutten de hole up airtight . Whensoevah de sap is  up . Den 1  
whensomevah de sap go down 1 it close up af ' in 1  yuh undahs tan ' .  Den ' is bowels 
is lo cked until it taken out . Dat locks is bowels . 

(You put this into the tree when the sap is up ? )  
Yes 1 wi t an auger 1 airtight . [New Orleans . La • • (1560) 1 2853 : L ] 
4452 . Jis ' like ah foretole yuh 1 [ Zike ah told you before ] 1 j is '  like a per

son go himself intuh de to�let - yuh know 1 prob ' ly a whole lot ' a  time if yuh stay in de country . yuh go in de woods an ' do yuh business .  
(d)  STUMP OF TREE why somebody watches yuh an ' dey got any animosity fo ' 

yuh 1  why dey go dere an ' git i t .  An ' dey ' ll take a 
augah an ' dey ' ll b o '  a hole intuh a stump or a tree if it ain ' t  sawed off yuh 
undahstan ' . An ' aftah dey done bo ' d  de hole 1 dey ' l l take da t stuff an ' put it 
into dat hole an ' dey will stop it up . Yuh ' ll have lo cked bowels de balance of 
yuh days 1 yuh will nevah have no free action no mo ' .  

(Then tha t will kill you . ) 
Tie yuh up 1 yes s ir . [ Charleston . S .  Car . 1 (511) 1 580 : 1 . ] 
4453 . Ah heard da t dey could take yuh bowels an ' bo ' holes in trees or stumps 

or somepin an ' put ' em  in dere an' lock ' em  up . Yuh know 1 j is '  stop ' em  up an ' 
dey say dat will lock yuh bowels 1 too . [Memphis 1 Tenn • • (154 9 ) 1 281 5 : 7 . ] 

4454 . (Take this passage . )  
An ' b o ' a hole in a tree o r  a stump 1 yuh undahs tan ' .  Jis ' bo ' de hole in it 

an ' wrop it up an ' s tick it in dere 1 an ' take a peg 1 yuh know 1 an ' s top it up . 
Drive it in dere an ' da t will kill ' em . [ St .  Petersburg . Fla • • (1024) 1 1657 : 2 . ] 

( 2 2 )  TREES OF VARIOUS NAMES 
(a ) DOGWOOD TREE 

4455 . Dey could take some of yuh manure an ' 
dey ' l l put dat - s top dat up in a bo ttle . An ' 
dey carry it tuh a dogwood tree . a fo ' ked dog-
wood tree . yeah fo ' ked 1 an ' bo ' a hole in dere 
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an ' slip it  down i n dere [ d emonstrates ] .  
(Oh ! Bore a hole down [ slanted ] in the fork like that . )  
Yeah , an ' s top it up . Walk off an ' don ' t look back , an ' yuh ' ll nevah have a 

pas s  unless yuh cut ' em  open. But dey couldn ' t [have ] nary one demself , only 
j is '  gittin ' relief . [ Sumter , s. Car . , (1361) , 239 9 : 6 . ] 

4456 . Dey go tuh a dogwood tree . Aftah yo ' go to de toilet , dey take d e  
white paPt o f  yore nuPinate [ s e e  lateP ] carry it  dere , an ' b o ' a hole into d e  
tree an ' go  dere an ' tap it . Put a stoppah into de  tree , aftah yuh bo ' de hole 
in dere , an ' put de nuPinate in dere , an ' go an ' tap dat s toppah an ' let dat 
s t uff go back up in dat tree lak dat , an ' tap it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Dat will 
kill yuh . 

(YOU MEAN BY A PERSON ' S  NURINATE , THE IR BOWEL S? ) 
Yessuh . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (144 7 ) , 2625 : 9 . ] 
4457 . Yuh kin go an ' git dere pass , dere action , an ' go tuh a gum tree on de 

sundown side , an ' bo ' a hole in dere an ' put it in dere , an ' put a peg in it an ' 

(b ) GUM TREE - SUNDOWN S IDE 
dey can ' t have any mo ' action . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (136 5) , 2412 : 10 . ] 
4458 . Whut ah hear about a hickory tree . 

Now , j is '  lak ah don ' lak yuh an ' ah wanta s top yuh - yuh know , s top yuh . An ' 

(c ) HICKORY TREE - HIT PEG 9 MORNINGS 
yuh go tuh a lav ' tory an ' ah go an ' 
ah git  some of yuh passage . Well , 
ah ' ll go an ' bo ' a hole in dis 

tree , an ' ah ' ll put dat in dis hickory tree . Well , see , ah ' ll put dat plug back 
in dere an ' fo ' nine mawnin' s  ah ' ll go dere fo ' evahy mawnin ' ,  until nine mawnin's 
an ' ah ' ll hit i t .  Take a hammah , yuh know , an ' knock dat furthah an ' furthah . 
Well , de ninth mawnin ' ,  say yuh be  tryin ' tuh have a leave up until den . Well , 
AH ' M  GO IN ' F IX IT SO YUH CAN ' T HAVE NO MO ' UNTIL YUH DA ID . [Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (142 3 ) , 2567 : 4 . ] 

4459 . Dey kin take yuh passage or yur UPinate. 
(Tha t is  your business , you mean? ) 
Yes , take dat aftah dey do it , while i t ' s  fresh , an ' take it tuh a b ig hick

ory-nut tree an ' bo ' a hole in i t , in de  hickory-nut tree , an ' put da t stuff in 

HICKORY TREE - SALT - RED PEPPER - TURPENTINE 
dere . Pack it . An ' go 
git a li ' le salt , cayenne 
peppah an ' turpent ine an ' 
yuh can ' t have no pas sage . 
it will burn yuh . [Fay-

stop dat in wi t it . Da t will lock yore bowels so da t 
Yuh feel lak yuh wanta do it . When yuh go tuh do it , 
etteville , N .  Car . , (1 392) , 2501 : 4 . ] 

4460 . De hickory tree , yuh kin take 
move , an ' yuh got a grudge ag ' ins t ' em , 

a person ' s yuh know , when dey bowels 
yuh kin take some of  dere s tuff an ' put 

it in a tree on de no ' th 
HICKORY TREE - NORTH S IDE - AS HIGH AS POS SIBLE side , an ' bo ' a hole an ' 

peg it an ' put it  in 
dere . Dat ' ll s top ' em  up . Yuh got ta put it in a hickory tree ' way up , wher e 
nobody kin evah , yuh know , discovah it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1527 ) , 2 7 25 : 8 . ] 

4461 . Tuh lock a person ' s bowels , yuh go tuh where dere fresh stuf f is  done . 
Yuh take dat an ' take yuh a augah an ' go tuh a live tree . It bettah tuh b e  a 

(d ) MAGNOL IA TREE - EAST S IDE - 9 MORNINGS 
magnolia tree . An ' on de eas t  
s ide bo ' yuh a hole in dat 
tree . Place dat in dat hole . 

Cut chew a peg an ' put de peg in dere . Yuh hit dat peg fo ' nine mawnin ' s j is '  
one lick . 

(One lick each morning for nine mornings . )  
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Yes sir . Dat ' ll do de work . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1174 ) , 198 0 : 5 . ] 
446 2 . Well , now if a person fool aroun ' people ,  ketch out where dey go out , 

yuh know , an ' git dat stuf f . 
(That passage? ) 

(e) OAK TREE Yes , git dat an ' s top it up in a bottle , yuh see . S top it 
up in a bottle an ' go tuh a oak tree . Cut a hole an ' put 

dat bottle in dat oak tree an ' dat will s top dem from doin ' anythin ' . Dey cain ' t 
make it . [Algiers , La . , (157 5) , 28 98 : 7 . ] 

4463 . Heard of  peoples gain ' bo ' in '  holes in trees an ' puttin ' a person ' s 
passage in dere an ' s toppin ' dat up airtight into a growin ' oak tree . Ah heard 
tell of dat . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well , dey say dat will s top dere passage up , too . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1396 ) , 2 511 : 10 . ] 
4464 . Dey ' ll leave an ' yuh wanta ketch up wit ' em , yuh know , j is '  like if  

it ' s  a - well anythin ' yuh wanta make on ' em - yuh see , yuh kin take some of dis 
same urinate dat a fellah has an' some of ' is bowel action , an ' bore ·a  hole in 
de north s ide of any oak or gum tree . 

[UPinate her e is urine and no t excrement . ]  
OAK TREE - NORTH SIDE (Oak or gum tree? ) 

Yes , an ' put it in dere an ' cork it up , -. an ' nine 
dates [ days ] aftah dat , dey say dat unles sen yuh find who did it , b ecuz if yuh 
don ' t uncork dat an ' let it out , dey say dat yuh ' ll die . 

(I see,  that is if you are trying to get even with someone . )  
Tryin ' tuh git even wi t someone an ' yuh don ' t know who . Well , mayb e yuh ' ll 

know , keep a person dat othah way . [ Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 20) , 98 9 : 10 . ] 
4465 . Den yuh kin take i t  [urinate = excrement ] and stop it up in a hole . Go 

tuh de no ' th s ide of  a oak tree and drill yuh a hole in dere back about dat deep , 
where yuh kin git in dere . Wedge it in dere lak dat , an ' drive a green peg up 
in dere,  an ' dat will stop ' em  completely off . [Memphis ,  Tenn. , (1523) , 271 7 : 1 . ] 

4466 . (To s top my bowels up , what do they do with that ? )  
They take dat an '  s top de bowels up , an ' git some red oak leaves , yeah , an ' 

mix ' um  tuhgethah an ' put dat down in de dust . Dat keep yuh from doin ' any bus!-
nes s . 

( f )  RED OAK LEAVE S (They bury it in the ground ? ) 
Yes . [ The red oak leaves are a sub s titute for a red 

oak tree or for any tree . ] [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 543 ) , 676 : 9 . ] 
4467 . Git a person dung an ' kill dem ,  SEND DEM TUH DE CEMETERY .  Dey take 

dat - why dey s top it up whut dey say [ call ] a oak - a water oak by de rivah
s id e .  Dey hit it  fo ' nine 

(g)  WATER OAK - BY RIVERS IDE - AT SUNRISE mawnin ' s  at  sunrise an ' it 
will natchly [ naturally ] will 

lock yuh bowels . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1153) , 18 91 & 2 . ] 
4468 . [Ah ' ll ]  tell yuh ' bout whut ah heard about killin ' people - stop ' em  from havin ' action an ' all lak dat . 

Well , ah ain ' t nevah tried d at ch ew know . 
(h) WHITE OAK TREE Well , ah heard dat chew could , j is '  lak ah see where 

yuh mad e a action at , well ah would go dere an ' git some of dat an ' goes tuh a white oak tree . Well , ah put dat action intuh de tree an' den put me a peg in it . Well , den ah takes an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  ah gits me a ba.Bah er anythin ' an ' drive dat peg fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  see . Well , when dem nine mavnin ' s  up , well yuh can ' t nevah have a action . So it ap t tuh kill yuh . [Waycross , Ga . , (1136 ) , 184 9 : 1 . ] 
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44 6 9 . Yuh takes de manur e of a per son af tah dey have a act ion an ' yuh go tuh 
a ' simmon tree an ' bo ' a hole in it , an ' take de manure an ' puts  it in dis ' sim
mon tree . An ' den yuh make yuh peg an ' stop in der e .  Dat usely [ usually] locks 

dere bowel s .  
(i )  PERSIMMON TREE (You have to go to a pers immon tree? ) 

Yes , becuz a ' s immon tree yuh know is tight itsel f . 
Somehow or ' nothah it works - j is '  on an ' on . [ Sumter , S . Car . , (134 2) , 2323 : 14 . ] 

447 0 .  Now, it ' s  lak yuh have action lak dat an ' dey take a portion o f  it , 
an ' walk o f f  tuh dat tree out dere an ' stop it up . Ah mean stop i t  up airtight -

see , wit fat-lightah peg . Let it b e  fat-lightah [ peg ] 
(j ) PINE TREE j is '  as fat as it kin be [ abounding in pitchy hear twood 

as in the Georgia pine] . An ' s top it up . Jis ' drive it 
in dere tight . AN '  YUH GONE . It j is '  locks yuh bowels an ' NOBODY CAN ' T  NEVAH 
UNLOCK DEM. [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 30) , 2580 : 2 . ] 

44 7 1 .  If somebody hate yuh an ' yuh go out have a action , dey watch yo ' .  Dey 
go an ' git a s t ick an '  take it an ' go bo ' a hole in a pine tree wi t a augah . 
Drive a peg in dat an ' stop it an ' cut it o f f . Let i t  stay in dere . Yuh can ' t 
do any busines s atall . Dat will kill yuh . [Waycross , Ga . , (1092) , 1759 : 13 . ] 

447 2 .  Well , yuh kin take a person ' s pas sage lak dat an ' bo ' a hole in a pine 
tree an ' put it in dere an ' s top it up , an ' he will lingah an ' lingah until he 
die - wit ' out chew take dat off . It s topped tight , take it out de tree - yuh 
take it out de tree d ey git all right . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 99 7 ) , 1613 : 7 . ] 

447 3 .  Well , it ' s  a pine tree . I f  yuh dislike somebody yo ' bo ' a hole in dat 
tree . Yuh git d ey - yuh know whut ah mean . 

(Their pas sage? ) 
(j a) NAILED INTO PINE TREE Yes , an ' git chew a ten-penny nail an ' put dat 

in der e ,  an ' take dat ten-penny nail an ' drive 
it in dere j is '  as fur as yo ' kin git it  in dere . When yuh git through , d en yuh 
fas ten dat hole back up . An ' yo ' won ' t have no mo ' trouble wi t ' em  ' cuz dey can ' t 
live long becuz it comes disaway [ demonstrates ] .  

(Comes out th�ugh the mouth. ) 
Yes sir . [ Brunswick, Ga . , ( 1211) , 2047 : 9 . ]  
4474 . If yuh have a person da ' chew dislikes 

wrongfully an ' yuh felt like gittin ' ' em  outa de 

(j b)  PINE - NORTH SIDE - BOTTLE 
FATLIGHTER PEG - SAW OFF FLUSH 
9 LICKS - TURN BACK TO TREE AND LEAVE 
DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

an ' dey do anythin ' tuh yuh 
way , or say yuh fin ' out where 

d ey has tuh out tuh demse lf, 
git some of  der e  action whut 
dey have while it ' s  warm . Take 
it an ' s top it up in a bottle , 
take it tuh a pine , gen ' ly 
[ generally] on de  nor th side 

of  a pine . Have a hole bo ' d  in de tr ee an ' put dat bottle in dere an ' take an '  
git chew a piece of  fat-lightah an ' make a peg of  it . Drive it in dere as tight 
an ' fas t as yo ' kin git it an ' saw it even - level wit de tree . An ' aftah gittin 
hit in der e ,  hit nine licks on it , turn yore back an ' go on back home . Dat will 
lock der e  bowels . Dey can' t do anythin ' ,  no t lessen dat stoppah or dat peg is 
pulled outa dat tree . 

(You are from South Carolina , aren ' t you? ) 
Beaufor t .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 104 2) , 1688 : 4 . ] 
447 5 .  Yuh kin git some of  a per son pas sage an ' kin take dat pas sage an ' yuh 

care it tuh a tree , a pine tree . Well , it don ' t make no diff ' r ence whut kinda 
tree . Yuh take dat , j is '  some dey passage , yuh undahstan ' ,  an' yuh nail it up in 
dat tree , yuh see . Now, d ey tell me fo ' a fac ' dat will kill yuh if  dat  ain ' t 
relieved . Yuh put dat passage in dat tree an ' take yuh a augah an ' bo ' a hole in 
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dat tree an ' yuh put dey passage in dat tree . Yuh take yuh a wedge an ' put dat 
wedge in da t .  

(j c )  PINE - HIT PEG  9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE 
CAUSES SICKNE S S  - HIT 7 MORE MORNINGS 
ABOUT DEAD - PEG LEFT NOT TOO TIGHT 

"A LINGAHIN ' CONDITION" 

Now , if yuh wanta kill ' em  
yuh drive da t thin ' up in 
dere . Well , yuh drive da ' 
thin ' evah mawnin ' befo ' 
de  sun rise . Yuh ' ll drive 

dat , hit dat peg . Well , now, if yuh wanta kill ' em yuh ' ll drive dat - de ninth 
mawnin ' yuh ' ll drive -in dat peg , yuh ' ll find ' em pur tty real sick .  Den yuh go 
ovah dere tuh dat same wedge befo ' sunr ise evah mawnin ' an ' hit i t  seven mo ' 
mawnin ' s .  Nine mawnin' s ,  yuh undahstan ' , [ and ] seven mawnin ' s . An ' den about 
de eighth mawnin' , den he ' ll be j is '  about dead . 

An ' now, if yuh j is '  wanta put ' em in a Zingahin ' condition wit dat , yuh j is '  -
don ' t have it  too t ight , don ' t drive it in . Dat j is '  lingah ' dem long as yuh got 
dat wedge in dere [not too tight ] .  Dat ' s  tuh put ' em in a Zingahin ' condition . 
Dat ' s  wit dey passage . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1138 ) , 185 2 : 3 . ] 

4476 . Well , now if yuh angry wit someone an ' yo ' could git dere , yuh know, 
dere business ,  yuh could go tuh de no ' th side of  a walnut tree an ' dig a hole 

(k) WALNUT TREE - NORTH SIDE 
in dat walnut tree , an ' put dat dirt in 
dat walnut tree an ' ' is bowels would nevah 
move no mo ' an ' he ' ll d ie .  His bowels nev

ah will move no mo' . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 885) , 14 60 : 1 0 . ] 

(1 )  WILLOW TREE - SUNNY S IDE - UPS IDE DOWN 
44 7 7 . [They take your ] pas
sage an ' shet it  up in a bot
tle an ' take de  bot tle to de 

sunny side where de sun rise , by a willah tree , an ' dey buries it up side down . 
(And that will do wha t ? ) An '  dat ' ll lock yuh bowels . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 87 ) , 109 8 : 9 . ] 

5 .  SWEAT OF THE HUMAN BODY 

(1) . BATH WATER ( 2 ) . HAT ( 3 ) . CLOTHES 

(4) . SOCKS AND STOCKINGS (5) . SHOES (6) . FOOT TRACK 

[We usually index night sweat under its  own name and also under folk medicine , 
if we have a cure for it ; but ordinary sweat we rarely consider for what it is , 
a magic sub s tance widely used in rites . Moreover , the importance of sweat will 
appear in the very first margin t itle . Sometimes body dirt and odor are men
t ioned with it . Wha t  part odor plays in these belief s can be seen by consult ing 
the trailing or tracking of a suspected criminal under MURDER. Here is one of 
the reasons for put t ing FOOT TRACK under SWEAT . But we should also remember 
that or iginally foo t track meant , still largely meant during my collec ting days , 
the bare feet . 

(1 ) . BATH WATER 

4478 . Well , there ' s  a whole lots  of thing s they kin do with it . That ' s  A 
VERY SERIOUS PROPOSIT ION in the weakness of  the body , to get your persp irat ion 
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and use it  IN  THE RIGHT PREDICAMENT . [ Richmond , 
A VERY SERIOUS PROPOS ITION Va . ,  ( ? ) , 3 7 7 : 6 . ]  

44 79 . An ' den sometimes yuh wan ' chure man tub 
ARMP IT WATER bring ' is money home . Take a lit tle watah an ' wash 

up undah yore arm an ' s queeze it in ' is cof fee , see , 
an ' serve it . He ' s  comin' home . Yuh sho ' kin do det . [Memphis , Tenn . , (930) , 

1512 : 8 . ] 
4480 . Taken [ taking ] de watah dat yuh 

BOTTLE - BATH WATER IN - MAKES YOU DRAG bathe in an ' s toppin ' it  up into a bo t
tle , an ' if dey kin git yuh urine along 
wit it  an ' s toppin' it up in a bottle , 

it ' ll caus e yuh tub drag - drag s ick . [ New Orleans , La . , (830) , 1232 : 6 . ] 
44 81 . [While my machine was s topped , informant mentioned bath water . ] 
(What can you do with tha t ? ) 
Well , dey kin take [ bath wa ter ] an ' put it in a bottle an ' go tub a green 

tree . Wha t I mean by a green tree , when d e  sap is runnin ' . Unders tan ' ?  An' 
put i t  in dat tree , s top it up 

BOTTLED BATH WATER - STOPPED UP IN GREEN TREE in dere j is ' de s ame as takin ' 
dere urine an ' do de  s ame thin ' . 

Or i f  dey make a passage [ o f  excrement ] ,  do de same thin ' . An ' dey ' ll pale yuh 
away j is '  d�y yuh up ,  yuh see . Jes ' a s low death from mah undahs tan ' in ' . 

(They use your bath water the same way? ) 
[This question is to make certain the word bath water was recorded . ] 

Yes s ir . [ New Orleans , La . , (822 ) , 118 5 : 9 . ] 
4482 . (How do you do that ? )  
Yuh kin take bath wa tah an ' j es '  make a per son j es '  pale away . Dey won ' t be  

s ick or  nuthin of  de kin ' like dat , but  yuh kin put ' em  on a [what?  Drag ? ] . 
(How do you do it ? )  
Yuh takes an ' yuh bottles it up an ' yuh buries it . 

BURY BOTTLED BATH WATER (This bath water? ) 
Yes s ir . 
(I  see .  What does that do to them? ) 

Jes ' pale 'em - make ' em pale away . 
(Oh ! it  makes him pale away. ) [ New Orleans , La . , (838 ) , 126 0 : 3 . ] 
4483 . Wal ,  yuh ' ll take a bath in de  watah . Dey kin git a chance tub git tub 

dat watah an ' dey ' ll take a bottleful . Take a bottleful o f  dat watah . If d ey 
wanta conkah yuh , d ey ' ll take a bottleful of  dat 

BATH WATER BURIED AT STEPS watah an ' put a stoppah in it . Pack it down tight 
an ' put it  down to yuh steps , er [ or ]  tub dey s teps . 

Dat ' ll draw all yuh attention tub nobody but d em .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (525) , 
6 2 7 : 3 . ]  

IF YOU WALK OVER YOUR BATH WATER BURIED IN BACKYARD 
YOUR SKIN WILL PEEL OFF LIKE HAVING MEASLES 

4484 . Take dat where yuh 
take a bath an ' put it in 
a hole . 
(What kind of  a hole? ) 

Any roun ' hole .  
(Where i s  this hole made? ) 
Yuh put it  in yuh backyard . 
(Oh , a hole in the ground . ) 
Yeah , s ee he ' d  come out an ' 

haf ta [ have to ] walk ovah it , an ' dat will s trip ' em  [him] up , peel ' em  up -
yeah , j es '  like dey have de  measles or sompin like dat . 

[Walking over his bath water i s  walking over a part of  himself . ]  
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( I  see , make this skin - give them skin trouble . )  
Yeah , skin trouble call it . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 54 3 ) , 67 6 : 4 . ]  
4485 . They kin take the water that you bathe in and use it , and if properly 

used give you some kind o f  a ailments in your skin. If they take that water and 

BATH WATER AND SULPHUR - BOTTLED AND BURIED - CAUSES ITCH 
put sulphur in it and 
put it in a bottle 
and stop it  up , your 

skin will break out with some kind of disease - something like i tch or nett le
rash or something . It will always continue to be thataway . O f  course , I don ' t  
know that you couldn ' t  go to a doctor [M .D . ]  and get sho ts or somepin . 

[HERE IS  A MEMORABLE STATEMENT ! INFORMANT THINKS IT MIGHT BE P OSSIBLE TO GO 
TO A DOCTOR (M. D . ) FOR SHOTS TO CURE AN ITCH CAUSED BY HOODOO ! A hundred times 
or more in HOODOO a Doctor of Medicine is dismissed as useless for hoodoo ; in 
fact for mos t  ailments . FOR A GOOD ACCOUNT OF THIS SITUAT ION BACK IN 1938 AT 
MOBILE ,  DESCRIBED BY PROFESS IONAL ROOT SELLER , see 12 , p . llf . ] [V icksburg , 
Miss . , ( 7 5 6 ) , 1034 : 2 . ] 

448 6 .  Stop dat watah up in a bottle . 
(This bath water? ) 
Yes , sir , stop it  up in a bottle 

s ide down an ' dat ' ll harm yuh , too . 

BURIED BATH WATER TURNED UP SIDE DOWN 

an ' put i t , bury hit down - an ' bury it  up-
See , cuz yuh ' ll git sickly an ' po ' ly 

· 

[ poorly ]  an ' things . Yuh see , dat be 
all yuh dirt , YUH STRENGTH an ' things . 
[New Orleans , La . ,  (84 1) , 127 2 : 5 . ] 
4487 . Like yuh bath [not  bathe ] ,  she ' d  

of  watah out chure 
get a quart bottle , get dat quart bottle 

- de watah dat yuh bath in . 
(Yes ? )  
Aftah yuh bath , she ' d  take 

bury it about one a ' clock dat 
it an ' gets a quar t bottle of dat watah , an ' she 
night at de east cornah of de house , an ' derefo ' 

EAST CORNER OF HOUSE - BURIAL PLACE FOR BATH WATER 

[You ] j es '  be goin' all de time [ and that stops it ] .  
(That will keep you [ from ] go ing all the time ? )  
Yes . [New Orleans , La . ,  (848b ) , 1311 : 3 . ] 

yuh can ' t  ' scape no way . 
(You can ' t  do what ? )  
Yuh can ' t  leave no way .  

4488 . Well , dey j es '  take d e  watah an ' kinda j es '  skim it o f f  de top-like d e  
grease-like . 

(Of your bath water? ) 
Uh-huh an ' dey ' d  put it in a bo ttle an ' stop it  down an ' - dat ' s  if dey is 

against yuh - an ' dat will j es ' run yo ' away from around d em ,  too . [ Intention 
her e is more important than symbolism . ] 

TOP OF BATH WATER SKIMMED OFF - BOTTLED [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (596) , 7 68 : 8 . ] 
4489 . De dirt from undah dere , an ' 

take d e  watah - go right in yuh bathtub , don ' t  use no z inc tub , skim dat grease 
off round dere an ' mix 

DIRT FROM BATH WATER - HEARTS COLOGNE - ANOINT BODY WITH it wit dere f ingahnails 
an ' toenail . An ' den 

yuh kin - if yuh want a man or anything like dat , good luck , j es '  use it . Wear 
it  an ' ano int wit it  an ' he ' ll do anything yuh want ' im  to . Give yuh money or 
anythin ' like dat - HURT ' I S WIFE FO ' YUH . 

( I  see . You pu t these things in a bag or something with your f ingernails and 
the to enails ? )  

Yes , sir , an ' den dat grease , yuh know , when yuh bathe , dat s tuff comes aroun ' 
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dere [ the edge of the bathtub ] .  
(That grease , tha t scum .  And then you say you ano int that with something ? ) 
Yuh anoint yuh body . 
(Oh , you ano int your body , I see . )  
Yes . 
(Oh , I see - make sort of  a salve? ) 
Yes , an'  den put some da t heart - put dat old-t ime perfume . 
(Heart 's Co logne . ) 
Old- time perfume . 
(Heart 's Perfume , put that in with it . Make it smell nice . I see . )  
Yes . 
[ While machine is  s topped I mus t  have - asked about the fingernails and toe

nails . ]  
Claim dey get de  toenails , fingahnails , something like dat . Hit j es '  de same 

thing . 
( I  see , and tha t [ the na ils ] will repea t the same thing . ) 
Yes . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 745) , 1015 : 4 . ]  
44 9 0 .  (Wha t do they d o  with your bath wa ter ? )  
Well , dey take dat bath wa ter and strain it , an ' put it up ovah d e  door some

where where yuh pass  out an ' undah , an ' dat will keep yuh mind on ' em . [V icks

STRAIN BATH WATER - PUT UP OVER DOOR 

9 DAYS - KEEP D IRT FROM DRIED BATH WATER 

burg , Miss . ,  ( 738) , 1008 : 8 . ] 
44 9 1 .  D ey say yuh could take d e  dirt 
an ' let it get dry . 
(Wha t dir t ? )  
De dirt what ' s  lef ' af tah yuh u s e  -
when yuh drain de watah out , an ' de 

dirt da t ' s  lef ' in de tub . An ' let it  get dry an ' keep it fo ' nine days , an ' dat 
will make yuh husban ' s tay home . I don ' t know all dat , whut it ' s  fo ' .  [ New 
Or lean�, La . , (835) , 1256 : 10 . ] 

4492 . Yuh could take de bath watah . 
(The water you take a bath in? ) 
Yeah . Put it in a quart bo ttle , or a pint bottle - any [ either ] one . Yuh 

gets yuh 9 needles - yuh buy ' em  what ain ' t been used out of - 9 needl es , 9 pins . 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - BOTTLE STOPPER - ALL NEW 
BATH WATER - BURY UP SIDE DOWN - UNDER HYDRANT 

Put ' em  in dat [ b o ttle] , a bran ' 
new stoppah . Yuh stop da t [bot
tle ] up tight , tight . Turn it 
like dis , upside down . Bury it  

undah de hydrant where de wa tah 
' em  crazy . 

runnin ' .  When yuh put dat dere , dat will run 

( I  see . )  [ New Orleans , L a . , ( 7 98 ) , 1113 : 4 . ] 
4493 . D ey ' ll take dat watah dat yuh bath in an ' dey ' ll take an ' put dat wa tah 

in a bot tle . Well , dey gon ' a  git chew.  Like if yuh take a bath an ' yuh want s me ,  
don ' take dat wa tah an ' [ throw it  away] . D en 

FOOD OR DRINK - BATH WATER INTO yuh put dat watah in a b o t tle an ' evah ah come 
an ' ask yuh fer a bo ttle Df watah , drink of 

watah , yuh ' ll give dat watah [ to me ] . An ' den da t ' l l make mah ' f luenc e [ feelings] 
go towards yuh . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (592) , 763 : 6 . ] 

4494 . De nex ' way , she kin take an ' wash ' er feet , yuh undahs tan ' ,  an ' make 
a tea ou t of it . Put it in yore tea or coffee . Wa sh ' er feet an ' put it in yor e 
tea or coffee an ' give it  tuh yuh tuh dr ink .  An ' when yuh dr ink it , it be  about 
nine days or so yuh ' ll be crazy ' bout ' er .  [ Savannah 1 Ga . , (12 6 2 ) , 2144 : l la . ] 

44 95 . De watah whut chew take a bath [ in ]  - if yuh wanta make a woman love 
yuh , git dat watah whut chew taken a bath in an ' take a teaspoonful of da t .  An ' 
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put it  into - if  yuh cook greens or peas or anything lak dat , a spoonful o f  dat 
watah intuh anything yuh cook.  It ' s  bes ' tuh put it in coffee an ' let ' er drink 
dat . An ' de third day dere ain ' t no way in de worl ' fo ' her tuh quit chew . She 
can ' t quit , see . She won ' t have no feelin ' fo ' nobody else but chew . [Mobile , 
Ala . , ( 6 5 6 ) , 938 : 2 . ] 

4496 . Yuh kin take watah in a pan , yuh know a pan . Well yuh kin wash yuh
s elf o f f  - yuh see , all off . An ' j es '  like yuh cook or somepin like dat - boil 
corn , boil potatoes - yuh j es '  boil it [ bath water] an ' put season in it , salt 
an ' pepper , an ' give it tuh a man to eat , yuh see . All dat keeps a man [some
thing whatever it is , meaning sa tis fied , complacent , etc . ] to [with ] plenty of  
women . YUH SEE LOTS OF WOMEN GOT A MAN MAKES A GOOD LIVIN ' . DE  MEN DON ' T  GO 
ROUN ' AN '  SEE FO ' DEMSELF [ BY EXPERIMENT ING WITH OTHER WOMEN] . DEY FIN ' THINGS 
TUH DO IN DE HOME . [This is a good illus tration of what magic rites and igno
rance ins tead o f  character and intelligence does to the human mind ! ] [New 
Orleans , La. , (804) , 1131 : 5 . ]  

4497 . Use de watah she ' d  take a bath in . 
(Well , how would they do that ? )  
Take it  an ' cook food wit it , an ' she kin control ' er husban ' . 
(The water she takes a bath in , I see . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 20) , 98 9 : 6 . ] 
44 98 . When yuh wash yuh face an ' han ' s ,  dey kin j es '  take a little watah an ' 

ketch some of da t watah an ' s top it up befo ' yuh throw it out . Dat ' ll . bring yuh 

BOTTLED BATH WAXER SHAKEN UPSIDE DOWN - BRINGS PERSON BACK 
back . An ' dey say 
yuh kin go roun ' 

s treet ? ] an' dey shake it an ' yuh gotta . come back.  
64 0 : 6 . ]  

de cornah [of  hous e?  
[Charles ton , S .  Car . , (530) , 

4499 . Well , if  yuh ' ve taken a bath in watah . Yuh see , when yuh bath yuhself , 
dat gets a certain portion of yuh body off  - dat perspiration o f  yuh body , see . 
Yuh washes off in dat . Dey take dat watah an ' dey will s top it up in a bottle , 

BOTTLED BATH WATER AND SUGAR 
SHAKEN UPS IDE DOWN 

CAUSES BURN IN ' AN 1 EETCHIN ' • • •  
YUH CAN 'T BE PEACEFUL NOWIIERES 

yuh see . Well , it ' s  quite natchal [ natural ] dat 
watah will sour , yuh see . Den dey take some 
sugah an ' dey sweeten dat watah . Well , anything 
dat yuh sweeten will create an asick [ acid ] right 
away , yuh see . Dey take an ' put dat in a bottle . 
Dey s top it up , see . Af tah dey s tops it up , dey 

sets dat bottle ups ide down , yuh undahs tan ' .  Evah once in awhile dey go in an ' 
dey shake dat up . Dat shakes dat as ick up in dat bottle , yuh s ee .  An '  when dey 
shakes dat asick up in dat bottle , dat s tarts yuh tuh burnin ' an ' eetahin ' [ i tch
ing ] a Z Z  ovah , yuh see , an ' yuh can ' t be peaceful nowheres . Yuh can ' t res t ,  it 
keep yuh tormented all de time .  [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 3 ) , 142 2 : 1 . ] 

4500 . Yuh take dat watah an ' put it as ide an ' let it git sour . 
(This bath water . )  An '  it get sour de suds  gain ' come tuh de  top . Skim o f f  dat suds an ' pour all 

dat [water ] out an ' dere ' ll be groun ' s  [ dirt ] undahneat ' dere . Yuh take dat , de 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 3 NAILS - 9 TIMES WRITE NAME 
IN BOTTLE OF BATH-WATER DREGS - SHAKE - PERSON COMES 

groun ' s undahneat ' dere , 
too . Yuh know , gon ' a  b e  
suds o n  de top , an ' po ' de  
watah off  d e  top , den 

dere ' ll b e  drugs [ dregs ] at  de bottom . Yuh take dat [ dregs ] an ' yuh put dat in 
a b o t tle an ' git dere name , write on a piece of  papah nine times , nine needles , 
nine pins an ' three nails , an ' put ' em in dat bottle . See , if dey is from yuh 
[ informant demons trates by shaking imaginary bottle] . See , git dem tuh come 
tuh yuh . 
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(Oh ! You shake that bottle and the person will come to you . I see . Well , 
how do you get this scraping o f f  their feet then? That  off your feet or off  
their feet? ) 

Dat off dey ' re foot , yuh know . 
(Oh ! This i s  the bath water , that ' s  right . )  [Charleston , S .  Car . , (518 , 

Do ctor Nelson , see p . 2260) , 607 : 5 . ]  
4501 . Jes ' like yuh wanta have control an ' 

yuh wash yuh face an ' han ' s ,  j es '  throw it  out 

FACE AND HAND WATER THROWN OUT IN FRONT - WISH 

BEHIND YOU AS YOU LEAVE - BATH WATER THROWN 

influence ovah people . Af tah 
de front [ door ] an ' make a wish . 

Wish tuh b e  succes sful in yuh 
wishes - of  being , like man
agin ' an ' gettin ' dere mind 
in influence . [Mob ile , Ala . , 
( 6 7 1 ) ' 883 : 14 . ] 
4502 . Well , yuh take dat [bath 
water ] an ' throw a little of it 

I t ' ll draw yuh back .  
articles behind you -· 

b ehin ' j eh evah time yuh leave . 
[There is a considerable amount of material about throwing 

when leaving for court , etc . ] [ New Orleans , La . , (8031 ) , 
1124 : 2 . ] 

4503 . Ah heard about ' um  
i t  an ' throw it  in a certain 

takin ' de watah yuh wash in , bath in , an ' yuh take 
direction . Yuh step back - dey step back certain 

7 STEPS BACKWARDS - CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 
THROW HIS BATH WATER TOWARDS THE WEST 

amount of s tep , ah think i t ' s seven , an 
call de indiwidual name . I f  dey git a 
holt  dat watah now , dey gotta git dat 
watah in a j ug or somepin , er a basin . 

But i t  gotta b e  in [when ] evahbody absent , when only yuh de one , yuh alone . Yuh 
take dat watah an ' yuh s tep b ack seven times an ' yuh call de  indiwidual name , an 
yuh throw dat watah tuh de sundown side , an ' dat will cause dat person tuh becom � ' �' � ' �· Dey will nevah keep good health , dey always will be  
puny . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 530+) , 64 2 : 6 . ] 

4 504 . (And what about the bath water ? )  
Well , take de bath watah an ' put some sugah in it an ' Hearts Co logne , an ' den 

take an ' [ in the morning ] throw i t  to de sunris e ;  an ' if yuh don ' t want ' im ,  in 
de  af tahnoon yuh take an ' throw i t  tuh de  east  - ah mean west .  

HIS BATH WATER - HEARTS COLOGNE - SUGAR 
THROW TO EAST - IN MORNING - TO GET RID OF HIM 

TO WEST - IN AFTERNOON - TO KEEP HIM 

(Well , what do you throw it to 
the sunrise for in the morning? 
Well , dat ' s  to make him cling 
tuh yuh . 
(I  see . I f  you don ' t want him , 

you throw it to the wes t . )  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (618) , 7 9 2 : 9 . ] 
4 505 . Well , now , dey kin take yuh watah whut chew bath in an ' yuh kin take 

dat watah an ' po ' out j es '  like de sediment - dey ketch de sediment , de bottom.  

BATH WATER - KEEP 12 DAYS - PART TO CREEK - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
TO SEND AWAY - THROW OVER RIGHT SHOULDER - LEFT HAND 

TO BRING BACK - OTHER PART - OVER LEFT SHOULDER - RIGHT HAND 
Dey don ' t ketch 
de  top , git de 
bottom part of 
de dirt . It ' s  
from, yuh know , 

what comes from de hide . Yuh undahs tan ' me , from yuh hid e .  S ee , de sediment 
goes into de bott om .  D e  watah dirty on top , but chew kin take time an ' po ' i t  
out an ' ketch d e  drainin ' s .  Ketch d a t  dus t . All right . Yuh ' ll take dat an ' 
keep it f er twelve days , undahstan ' me . Den aftah de twelve days , yuh ' ll take 
it  an ' yuh ' ll go tuh a creek , forward , an ' don ' t nevah look back . Whilst yuh ' s 
gain ' it ' s  dif f ' run ' , yuh mind i s  on gain ' to dat creek . Don ' t  look back ' tall 
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f er nuthin .  When yuh get to de creek - yuh gets tuh de cr eek or r ivah or what
somevah it is an ' throw it back like dat . Yuh take dis han ' heah [demons trat es ] . 

(Your left hand . ) 
Dis han ' her e ,  d is yor e  heart . Throw it ovah dere an ' go on about chure 

bus ines s .  Don ' t look back . 
(You throw i t  over your right shoulder? ) 

Yes , take dat lef ' han ' . 
(What will that do then? ) 

Well , dat is - dat man dat yuh want s tuh d o  dat tuh , da t g ives ' im , he cain ' t 
s tay nowher es . He has tuh j es ' - see , de cr eek is g o t  dat goin ' , an ' j es '  like 
he is goin ' . H e  be her e an ' aroun ' tuhday an ' tuhmorrah in ano thah little town 
somewher es , an ' on an ' on , unl ess yuh save a l i t tle of dat watah an 1 yuh git 
tir ed of ' im go in ' . Yuh save a little watah an ' change i t .  Go tuh a creek an ' 
take dis han ' an ' throw it ovah . An ' aftah it gits far a s  yu h  wanta - if it 
g i t  fer enough from yuh , dere ain ' t no way fer ' im tuh g i t  back , b ecuz he ' ll 
nevah have de mind tuh git back tuh yuh . 

( In o ther words , if you want him to s top roaming , you take the o ther hand , the 
r ight hand , and throw this s tu f f  over the left should er . )  

Yes s ir ,  ovah de right shouldah [ see correct ion lat er ] . Take yuh lef ' han ' 
an ' throw it ovah yuh right shouldah [ see corr ection la ter ] . 

(That ' s  to get rid of him? ) 
Yes . 
(Wha t ' s  t o  make him s top then , when you take that o ther piece of d ir t ?  When 

you go b a ck to the creek the second t ime ? ) 
Well , yuh save some of dat s ed iment an ' throw it ovah yuh lef t-han ' shouldah 

[ her e is the correct ion ] but don ' t look back . Well dat s top s ' im . 
(You take the right hand and throw i t  over the left shoulder . I s ee . ) [ Savan

nah , Ga . ,  (542) 1 6 70 : 3 . ] 
4 5 0 6 . An '  throw i t  [ bath wa t er ] in runnin ' wa tah an ' yuh ' ll d r i f t - you ' d  

drif t ,  you ' d  drift from der e . 

WATER THAT RUNS 
THROW BATH WATER INTO 

(You throw my bath water into the wat er ? ) 
Yeah , in de watah , in de runnin ' watah . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Dat ' s  tuh put yuh on a dPag tuh drift an ' wandah . Yuh 

won ' t b e  satisf ied no plac e . Yuh drif t . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 1 ) , 1184 : 5 . ]  
4 5 0 7 . Take dat watah an ' s top it up an ' go throw it in de Mi s ' s ippi Rivah . 

An ' if dey throw it in de Mis ' s ippi Rivah , yuh ' ll keep on j es '  like de watah 
drif t , yuh ' ll dr if t  like dat . 

MIS S I S S IPPI RIVER 
BATH WATER INTO 

DROWNS YOU 

(What would you s top up? ) 
Take dat watah an ' ket ch i t . 
(What water ? )  

Take de watah yuh take a bath in . 
( I  s ee . ) 

An ' s top i t  up in a bottle right t ight , an ' take it an ' throw it in de Mis ' s ippi 
Rivah ; an ' if dey throw it in de Mi s ' s ipp i Rivah , de cork can ' t come out . Jes ' 
as long as dat b ot tl e  i s  s topp ed up , dat b o t t l e  go in ' tuh f loat . An ' yuh ' ll go . 

(You ' ll go . What ' s  going to happen to you ? ) 
Huh? Yuh ' ll get drownd ed . 
( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1110 : 6 . ] 
4 508 . Well , yuh bath in dat watah an ' if dey kin g i t  per t en [ =  pur t ty = 

pretty ] near all of i t , left or dra ined in de bottom ,  about half o f  i t  lef t ,  dey 
take dat bath watah an ' yuh put it in a j ug - sompin da t wouldn ' t  leak . An ' yuh 
f ix it in sompin- like wha t it wouldn ' t  s ink , yuh undahs tan ' .  An ' af tah it won ' t  
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leak out an ' it won ' t s ink , dat ' s  all yuh want . Put i t  in some runnin ' wa tah 
long as it don ' t s ink , long as  it don ' t leak - why dat will , yuh will nevah b e  

TIDEWATER - BATH WATER THROWN INTO 
WHEN TIDE GOES DOWN - YOU GO DOWN - SICK 

WHEN TIDE COMES UP - YOU FEEL BETTER 

no mo ' good . See , ' cuz dat watah 
will be go in ' an ' it ' ll be camin ' 
back - back an ' fo ' th j es '  like de 
tide is goin ' . Yuh kin take da t an ' 
throw it ovahbo ' d ,  an ' den when de 

tide goes down , why yo ' is down , yuh s ick.  De tide will come up , yuh commence 
tuh feelin ' a lit tle bettah . But dat will be  yuh ways de balance of yuh days . 
If  yuh don ' t ketch dat j ug an ' bust it , why yuh will b e  goin ' from dis place , 
from s ide tuh s ide like da t .  [Charles ton , S .  Car . , (520) , 620 : 4 . ] 

4509 . Dey take dis wa tah dat yuh bath in , if dey wanted tuh hUPt cha . Dey 
git  holt of dis watah dat yo ' bath in . Dey take an ' make some sea wa tah an'  mix 

it wit it , dis wa tah yuh bath in , an ' dig a hole 
durin ' de night an ' po '  i t  down in dere . Dat ' ll put 

SEA WATER AND BATH WATER yuh down in bed .  [ Norfolk , Va . , (47 7 ) , 4 9 3 : 13 . ] 
4 5 10 .  D ey git  hold of  yuh [bath] wa tah . Dey take dat 
watah , see . Well , if dey wanta drown yuh , if dey 

wanta make yuh drown , yuh see , dey take da t watah an ' carry it tuh a well , sompin 
like dat , an ' dey ' ll throw da t dirty wa tah into de good wa tah . Well , yuh know 

YOUR BATH WATER THROWN INTO WELL DROWNS YOU 
when yuh don ' bath yuh dirt an ' all 
will come up in dat watah , yuh s ee .  
Well , when yuh bath yuh mind is on 

nuthin else but dat bath , see . Yuh realize dat when yuh bath , a in ' t it ? All 
right , yuh look all ovah yuhself . Yuh take a nia e bath an ' , why yuh f igah 
[ figure ] how ah ' m  nice an ' clean . Well , yuh look at de watah an ' say , "Well , 
dat watah mighty dirty . Well , dat sure is dirty . "  Like dat or somp in like dat . 
Well , if de wa tah was no t soil  much , yuh say , "Well , ah sure wasn ' t dirty , but 
ah take a bath anyhow an ' now ah feel b ettah . "  Dey ' ll [ an enemy ] take dat dirty 
wa tah an' dey will carry it tuh de well an ' dey will throw it in de well , see . 
Dey will throw it in de well an ' perhaps somebody might go dere an ' f in '  yuh dere 
in dat well drownd ed . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 511) , 57 5 : 5 . ] 

(2 ) . HAT - SWEATBAND - BOW 

[ If hat as a whole does no t appeal to the hoodoo believer , sweatband and 
especially sweatband bow do ; the former as a place to hide aunjUPe , the la tter 
a s  a small pliable obj ect full of symbolism , easily concealed , and usually worn 
or kept for a love hand. The preced ing t itle I have separa ted into three head
ings : HAT AS A WHOLE , SWEATBAND OF HAT EXCLUD ING BOW , and BOW FROM SWEATBAND OF 
HAT . ] 

(a ) . HAT AS A WHOLE 

4 5 11 .  I f  she ' s  go t ' is hat ,  she kin take his ha t an ' ho le [ hold ] i t  ovah a 
lamp an ' let it git warm inside , an ' den j is '  take it an ' put it right in de 

middle of de b ed . He ' ll come home . 
HAT CROWN DOWN ON BED (With the crown down or up ? )  

Dis  way , see [ demons trates ] .  
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(Th e crown down on the b ed . ) [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 38 ) ,  1519 : 1 2 . ] 
4 5 1 2 . Well , if mah wif e  want me tuh s tay home , she could take mah hat an ' put 

on de b ed .  Take a little piece of green leaf an ' put in de back of it [ in back = 
b eh ind sreatband ] an ' l e t  it s tay on de b ed .  Evah t ime he go tuh pas s d a t  night 

· he ' ll nevah go nowhere .  
HAT AND GREEN L EAF ON BED (What kind of a leaf is that ? )  

A p eah leaf o r  eithah a green apple - de a pples whut 
grown down heah [ in this part of the country ] . Eithah one of do s e  o r  eithah one 
d em leaves out d e  [ something ] . 

(Where d id she put that hat ? )  
Right on d e  foot of de b ed .  
(He ' d  see it there wouldn ' t  he? ) 
Wake up an ' · see de hat der e  but he wouldh ' t know how it got der e . He j es '  

lay down . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1 294 ) , 2 1 9 5 : 4 . ] 
4513 . A girl came from N ' Yawk [ New York ] . She tole me whut tuh do if a man , 

i f  he doesn ' t  love yo ' .  She tole me whut tuh do wit ' is hat . She said if a man 

SHE WIPES MAN ' S BAT BETWEEN HER LEGS 
doesn ' t  love yuh an ' yuh love h im ,  dat yuh 
take his hat . An ' when yuh walk off , yuh 
an ' ' im walk o f f  from de hous e ,  an ' yuh 

turn roun ' . Yuh know , perten ' dat yo ' have tuh go b a c k  tuh d e  hous e .  An ' yuh 
take his hat an ' pull yore pants down an ' rub it ' tween yuh legs twice an ' walk 
on back .  An ' she said dis man would be crazy about chew .  � 

(What do you do when you turn around ? You snatch his hat . You mean away from 
him? ) 

Yuh know , same girls j es '  take dere boy fren ' s hat an ' put it on dere haid an ' 
per t en ' dat it ' s  cold or somepin an ' j es '  have on dere hat . It rainin ' or sompin 
an ' j es '  have on dere hat - it rainin ' or sompin . D ey j es '  wanta put it on . 

( She ' ll go on back t o  the hous e  wearing his hat ? ) 
Uh-huh . Do it twice . [ Flor ence , S .  Car . , (1322) , 2 2 67 : 1 . ] 
4 514 . Yuh could g o  t o  any tree - take de top outa a woman o r  a man hat , but 

dat will run ' em  crazy . An' yo ' b o ' a hole in dis tree an ' take dat hat [ top ] 

TOP OF HAT PEGGED INTO TREE HOLE 
an ' put it in dere . D en cut chew a l i t t l e  
p iece of s t ick dey call a p eg an ' yu h  drive 
it in der e  t ight . See , lak dat . See , yuh 

drive it up t ight an' yuh smoo th it o f f . Well , d a t  tree - dat green tree , dat 
flesh [ b ark ] will grow ovah dat , an ' dat will run ' em  ' way from dat plac e . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 1 7 ) , 2071 : 2 . ] 

4 515 . If a man l ef ' home an ' yuh kin f ine [ f ind ] any one of d e  hats dat he 
have wore , or any of ' is undahclo thes , yuh take it an ' cut chew a p iece off it . 

WOMAN SEWS UP P IECE OF MAN ' S HAT 
A woman kin do dat , cut a piece o f f  
it , an ' t i e  it up i n  a r e d  lit tle 
cloth . Put a white p iece o f  cloth 
ovah i t  an ' s ew it up an ' tote it in 

IN RED CLOTH - THEN WHITE CLOTH - WEARS 

yuh po cke t . An ' 
come b ack home . 
2 2 2 3 : 4 . ] 

by an ' by dis man will come back home an ' he won ' t  know how he 
Jes ' come r ight on back to yuh . [ Florenc e , S.  Car . , (1311) , 

( b ) . SWEATBAND OF HAT EXCLUDING BOW 

4 51 6 . Take de hatban ' . Yuh see , like a woman , she or her an ' ' er f r i en ' has 
busted up . Well , she j es '  tryin ' - say tryin ' tuh make love wit a man . She kin 
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take his hatban ' o r  a b an '  i n  ' i s cap . Yuh s ee , da t ' s  where h e  swea t , h i s  sweat 
b an ' . An ' yuh ' ll g i t  a quar tah o f  a yard of yellah cotton . 

SWEATBAND - NEW YELLOW COTTON - NEW PINS - ABOUT WAI ST 
(Yellow cot ton? )  

Yellah cot ton . : Use it 
b ran ' -new. An '  yuh will 

p in dat wit b ran ' -new p ins , no t no p ins dat b een used roun ' de hous e .  Yuh git 
yuh some p ins dat has nevah b een u s ed fer nu thin atall . An ' yuh take dat sweat
b an '  an ' dat piece o f  cot ton an ' make a belt a s  long enough - j es '  add enough 
yellah co t ton tuh dat ha tban ' or de ban ' o f  de cap dat reach aroun ' yuh wais ' .  
An ' as long as dey wea r s  it dere , dey is b oun ' tuh fellah ' er .  [ Richmond , Va . , 
( 4 31 ) ' 38 6 : 1 . ] 

4 5 1 7 . I f  a man is away f rom home an ' de woman want ' im tuh come back , she kin 
use de bantr-· out ·- ' Is hat .  Sew it in ' 'er undahclo thes an ' wear it -tip undah ' er 

SHE WEARS HIS SWEATBAND IN ARMP IT 
right arm . S ee , if he away , she kin br ing 
' im b a ck wit de right or de left [ a rm ] , but 
anywheres where she sweat on it , why he can ' t 

git away f rom ' er .  Dat ' s  whut ah heard . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1214 ) , 206 1 : 5 . ] 

HIS SWEATBAND WORN IN HER RIGHT SHOE 
4 5 18 . Or dey kin take de sweatban ' [whole 
or p iece? ] out chure hat an ' wear it in dey 
sho e .  Wear it evah day in yuh right shoes 

an ' he ' ll have tuh come back .  [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1141) , 185 1 : 8b . ] 
4 51 9 .  Yuh kin take a man ' s hatban '  [ sweatband ] an ' u s e  his hatband , weah it 

in de b o t tom of yore sho e ,  j es '  a p iece of it , an ' ' is mine will always s tay 
aroun ' dat fiah [ fire] . He nevah is cont ented nowher e .  When he ' s  where yuh at , 

dat ' s  ' is contentednes s t ime .  
(The out s ide o r  the ins ide band ? ) MAN ' S SWEATBAND SPLIT 

WORN IN BOTH HER SHOES De sweatban ' .  Take hit an ' fold it tuh yuh , s p l i t  it , 
an ' put it in de bot tom o f  yuh shoe an ' evahwhere yuh 

go , he PeaPin ' tuh go. [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (153 7 ) , 2 7 7 5 : 6 . ] 
4 5 2 0 . If yuh have a girl fren '  an ' yuh love her an ' she didn ' t seems tuh care 

very much fo ' yuh , why yuh could somet ime in go in ' roun ' ' er ,  an ' git a chance 

WOMAN ' S  SWEATBAND - SEAT OF DRAWERS - HAIR BELOW 
WRAPPED IN RED FLANNEL - MAN WEARS 

tuh git ' er ha t .  Take de b an '  
f rom roun ' ' er hat . Take de 
b and f rom roun ' ' er hat an ' 
g i t  a p iece she ' s  wearin ' 

c lo s e  tuh ' er .  Take it an ' some o f  ' er hair from a [ b elow ] . Yuh kin git chanc e 
tuh make a date wit ' er an ' g i t  some o f  ' er hai r  from roun ' ' er .  An ' take it an ' 
wrap it up in a p iece o f  red f lannel an ' wear it nex ' tuh yuh s kin . Why den she 
come b ack tuh live wit chew . 

(What p iece o f  clo thing do you g et ? ) 
G i t  d e  sea t  out o f  ' er d rawahs . 
(And the hai r  f rom down b elow . Tha t will make you have power over her . )  

Pe tersburg , Fla . , (104 2 ) , 16 8 7 : 3 . ] 
4 5 2 1 . Yuh g i t  dis here dog s tuff . 
(Dog manur e ? ) 

Dat ' s  r ight . Yuh lay dat dog manu re r ight out dere an ' let i t  b e  dried by 

[ S t . 

de sun . Yuh can ' t do nuthin [with wet d o g  manu r e ] . An '  yuh p u t  it out dere an ' 

DOG MANURE IN SWEATBAND 
let it dry.  When it dry yuh b eat it up intuh a powdah . Ah reckon yuh know about da t ?  
(No , no . )  

G i t  chu re ha t an ' yuh take de rim [ ins ide b and ] of da t roun ' , an ' yuh take dat 
powdah an ' s p rinkle i t  a roun ' in dat hat j es '  dat way [ d emonstrate s ] . 

( Ins ide the rim . ) 
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An ' yuh gain ' weah dat hat . DERE AIN ' T  NO DOCTAH ' TWEEN HEAH AN '  PHILLIPP INES 
KIN CURE DAT . AN '  HE WOULDN ' T  KNOW WHAT ' S  DE MATTAH . OH , DEY TRIED TUH CURE ME 
[WHEN IS WAS ] DATAWAY . Ah [ had ] mah hat [ dressed] . 

(What would it do to you? ) 
It  GIVE YUH A BAD HEADACHE AN '  IT WILL LAS ' YUH TUH YUH GRAVE . Dey done me 

dataway . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (592) , 7 65 : 4 . ] 
4522 . Now , dere wuz a boy wuz gain ' wit me an ' ah took ' is hat .  He wuz in 

New York but he ' s  done been back heah since dat . An ' ah took ' is hat an ' ah 
dres sed de b indin '  of i t , d e  wide 

DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - JOHN DE CONKAH - COLOGNE b indin ' inside . Ah took an ' pur 
[pour ed ] a few drops of dis heah 

dragon ' s  b lood an ' a f ew drops of John de Conkah. Hit [ the latter ] wuz oi l yuh 
see� not de �od. SOmetime yuh git it in bott les .  Well , ah has some o f  dat an ' 
ah dropped a few drops roun ' in der e ,  an ' a few drops o f  dis heah cologne . An ' 
he b een wit me evah sinc e .  We 've  been marr ied . [Flor ence , S .  Car . , (1321) , 
2265 : 9 . ] 

4523 . Dey take dat an ' git  a new-bran ' [ brand-new]  file , one of ' em  three
cornahed files , yuh know, an ' wrap [ the sweatband ] aroun ' dat , yuh know. An ' 

bury dat in de do ' 
THREE-CORNERED FILE - WRAPPED IN SWEATBAND - PULL TO YOU of  de individual -

yuh know, l-ike yuh 
want tuh call de  individual tuh yore do ' ,  yuh j is '  do same way like yuh use de 
hat bow .  

(You bury this f ile at  the door . )  
At yor e  do ' ,  yes . 
(With the sweatband wrapped around it . )  

An ' den yuh pulls i t , if yuh wan ' ' em  tuh come . Yuh draw it tuh yuh . 
[File pulled through a wrapping about it is the old st ick-in-a-hole rit e . ] 
(That will make them come , I see , if you want to make love to anybody . )  

[Charleston, S .  Car . ,  ( 518 , Doator Nelson,  see p . 2260) , 608 : 1 2 . ] 
4 5 24 . She kin git  a chance tuh git  dat 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN SWEATBAND BLINDS [ graveyard dir t ] in dere [ sweatband ] , dat ' ll 
make yuh go blin ' . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 7 ) ,  
1097 : 3 . ] 

RATTLESNAKE DUST 4 5 25 . De ' take de dust of a rattlesnake an ' 
put i t  in a p erson ' s hat , an ' when he sweat 

dat sweat rolls down towards ' is eyes an ' it ' ll blind ' im .  But i t ' s  nuthin ' ll do 
dat no good [ there is no cure for it ] ,  if it ' s  a rattlesnake . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  

(1206) , 2038 : 4 . ] 
SWEATBAND SALTED FOR THREE DAYS 4526 . Well , dey tell me dat yuh kin take dat 

sweatband outa man hat an ' keep it salt ed fo ' 
de  third mawnin ' .  Keep it salt ed an ' dampened t ill d e  third mornin ' , an ' take 
it up an ' lay it in de sun an ' let it dry , an ' it will run ' em distrac t ed .  

(You put that in salt for thr ee days? ) 
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1159) , 193 2 : 3 . ] 
4527 . Whut chew kin do wit a man ' s hat . Now, yuh kin take a silvah dime . 

Yuh kin take a silvah dime an ' plastah it tuh d e  centah o f  a man ' s hat back der e 
an ' i t ' ll chang e his 
mine [mind ] from dif

CHINCH OR BEDBUG BLOOD - ON DIME IN SWEATBAND - BLINDS f ' ren '  things . 
Jes ' say , fo ' an in
stance , i f  ah wuz stay

in ' wit a lady an ' she didn ' t  wan '  me tuh leave or somepin , well now , she would 
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take d a t  s i lvah d ime , see ; an ' me no t payin ' no ' tenshun an ' plas tah i t  r ight in 
dere in mah hat undah dat tag whut b e ' s  in dere [ pu t  dime in sweatband ] .  An ' 
dat ' ll keep me from l eavin ' . 

All r ight , she kin take dat same d ime an ' she ' ll kill enough chinches tuh git 
enough b lood , j es '  enough b lood tuh s tain dat dime off of a chinch , see . An ' 
put dat same dime r ight down dere [ in the sweatband ] an ' fold i t  back ovah dat . 
Well , when ah sweat dat ' s  g o in ' run down in mah fa ce an ' go in ' run me b l ind .  

(Those chinches ,  that ' s  the same as the bug from the b ed ? ) 
Dat ' s  i t . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 15 2 9 ) , 2 7 3 2 : 8 . ] 
4 5 28 . (How do they fix the sweatband ? ) 
Wel l ,  dey ' ll git dese diff ' ren ' spidahs an ' gran ' daddies [ see ZateP ] an ' all 

lak dat . Dey ' ll poison ' em  [ the victim ] . An ' dey ' ll put ' em in a l i t t l e  wa tah 

SPIDERS AND GRANDDADDIES BOILED 
WATER IN SWEATBAND - BLIND S  

an ' c o o k  dem . An '  when yuh lay yuh hat down , 
dey ' ll take it an ' wet all undah yuh hatban ' 
[ sweatband ] good in front . An ' when yuh g i t  
o u t  an ' g i t  t u h  sweatin ' ,  an ' d a t  ha tban ' g i t  

swea tin ' yuh know , dat 
down in yuh eye s - an ' 
harves tman or arachnid 
14 7 3 : 4 . ] 

thing goin ' a-mi x wit yore sweat . When dat sweat run 
dat ' l l run yo ' b l in ' . [ Granddaddy = daddy long l eg s  = a  
o f  the order Phalangida . ]  [Little Ro ck , Ark . , ( 9 00 ) , 

4 5 2 9 .  Ah know ' bout d e  r im roun ' yuh ha t .  Ah nevah heard ab out no bow .  
(What do they d o  with that rim around your hat ? )  
Wel l ,  dey take d e  r im from roun ' yuh ha t - de sweatban ' ah mean , dat goes 

aroun ' in d e  hat , an ' dere ' s a herb in de woods dey cal l t  d e  skunk [ cabbage ] .  

SKUNK CABBAGE - COON ROOT - SHAME ROOT 
LORD ' S  PRAYER - INCANTATION - RESOLVE 

Well ,  if a person i s  away from yuh 
an ' yuh wan ' dem tuh return back tuh 
yuh , see . Dis is a fahm [ fo rm ]  of 
herb dat dey call i t  a skunk , smell 

j es '  l ike a polecat . An ' [ take ] a coon Poot an ' a shame Poot .  
[ This i s  perhaps the coon gPape o r  Paccoon g�pe (Ampe lopsis coPdata) o f  

southeas tern U . S . A . , a woody vine wi th grapel ike fol iage and inedib le b luish 
frui t ; and les s  l ikely the fox gPape (Vitis babPusca) . For shame Poot , see 
shame b r ier , p . 646 . ] 

Dey take dose [ three ] herb s ,  dose root s  togethah , yuh see , an ' kinda put d em  
on de s tove an ' l e t  ' em  s teep , an ' put d e  ban ' of d i s  hat i n  dere . An ' IN D E  
MAWNIN ' BEFO ' DE SUN RISE YUH GO , DAT IS IF YUH IS REL IGIOUS - GOT TUH B E  REL I
GIOUS TUH DO DAT SORT OF THING DEY TELL ME .  An ' when de sun r i s in ' , why yuh 
take dat an ' repeat de [ OUP ]  FatheP ' s  FTayeP an ' ask H im in de Name of Jesus , 
rrYuh g ive me So-an ' -s o  fer mah companion , mah love . " An ' den when yuh turn 
back - den j es '  have a valve [ r esolve ] to return ' im back , why dat will b ring 
' im back. 

(What do you do wi th that sweatband then? ) 
Oh , when he come back ,  yuh throw it away . 
( I  mean , you take this sweatband out [ o f  the b rew] when you are making thi s 

prayer , don ' t you? ) 
No , l e t  i t  all s tay right dere . 
( S tay where? ) 
Right in de ves sel dat yuh have dere . 

know . Let it s tay r ight in dere . 
Yuh have some kinda saucepan , yuh 

(You take that out when you do tha t praying ? You had that along wi th you? ) 
In de mawnin ' yuh kin go , yuh know when de sun r i s in ' . Den yuh b r ing d i s  

back . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 88 ) , 7 54 : 5 . ]  
4 5 3 0 .  Den dey kin wheel aroun ' [ change about ] an ' take yuh hat . Dey take yuh 



2 6 4 8  - Memoi r s  o f  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundation -

hat , d i s  ban ' off yore hat , an ' dey take de ban ' tuh hurt cha . An ' when dey take 
it off dere , dey keep dat . 

SHOE ASHES AND SWEATBAND (They take that bow o f f . )  
Yes sir , dey keep dat . Den dey done take dat , dey 

keep dat . If dey kin git tuh yore shoes , dey take yor e  right foo t  shoe an ' 
dey ' ll burn it up tuh ashes , an ' de oddah foot d e  same way . An ' dey kin take 
dat ban ' o f f  de hat an ' put it in deah , in heah , an ' bury ' em  an ' keep yuh down. 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 64 6 : 2 . ] 

4 5 3 1 . D ey go tuh work an ' take de 
b r imstone an ' some s p ic e .  An ' cut de 

lef ' - footed s tockin ' an ' git chew some 
s tockin ' , de heel of it on down tuh d e  toe , 

LEFT-FOOT STOCKING ASHES - BRIMSTONE - SPICE 
RUB INTO SWEATBAND OF MAN ' S HAT 

an ' burn dat tuhge thah - burn de 
s tockin ' an ' makes a powdah out 
o f  dat . An ' den goes tuh work an ' 
grin ' up dat spice an ' grind up -

when yuh grin ' up de spice , den yuh goes tuh work an ' yuh grin ' up dis b r ims tone . 
An ' mix i t  all tuhgethah an ' yuh kin take it an ' r ub it in a hat - in his hat 
whut he use . Dat will make hfm s t ay home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1362) , 2 4 0 2 : 1 . ] 

4 53 2 .  D ey kin g i t  ' i s sweatban ' too an ' g ive him ano thah spell . Gi t  ' i s 
sweatban ' outa his hat an '  put it in a b o t tle . Yassuh [ yes sir ] , take a bottle 

SWEATBAND - BOTTLED WITH HOT WATER - INTO RIVER 
an ' put it in a b o t tle , an ' 
put a cork s toppah �n d is heah 
b o t t le an ' f a s t en it up an ' 

keep dat b an ' . Jes ' roll dis heah b an '  up r eal tight de way yuh fold i t  b ack 
doub le .  Twi s t  it r eal t ight an ' put i t  in a b o t tle . Put some hot wa tah in i t .  
Let i t  b e  j es '  ho t enough no t tuh b r eak yuh b o t tle , an ' let i t  set i n  d er e .  An ' 
den dey go take dis heah den an ' put i t  in de r ivah , any kinda watah dat watah 
runs ovah . Dat ' ll give him ano thah feeble mine [mind ] . [ S t .  P e t er sburg , Fla . , 

RIGHT SOCK - SWEATBAND - INTO RIVER 
( 1014) , 1640 : 3 . ] 
4 5 3 3 . D ey kin go tuh d e  r ivah . She kin 
git one sock , dat would be de r ight one , 

an ' de hatban ' - b r im inside , de sweat [ sweatband ] .  An '  take i t  an ' throw i t  
in d e  r ivah . S h e  g o t  ' im .  He would eithah go c r a z y  or come back tuh ' er .  
[ Richmond , Va . , (417 ) , 3 68 : 3 . ] 

4 534 . I had a hal f bro thah an ' he wu z goin ' wi t a 
Her name wuz Cornel ia A. An ' so he s topped goin ' wi t 

girl in Washing ton [ D . C . ] .  
[ her ] an ' went tuh goin ' 

wi t ano thah girl . D en 
like a crazy he turned 
d i s  o thah [ second ] 

DRESSING FOR STRAW HAT - TURNS EYES WH ITE - CAUSES D EATH 

girl down an ' went goin ' back wi t ' er [ fir s t  gir l ]  again . So he tells mah mo thah . 
I don ' t know , b ut he said he had a s traw hat . She takes ' is hat an ' she put 
somepin , I don ' t know , in dere . But anyhow , his whole eyes b ecame j is '  as white 
a s  dis papah [ probab ly my open Numbers Book on the tab l e ] , b lack an ' all . He 
got so he couldn ' t  see a wink. He died in j is '  ab out three months afterwards . 
[ Snow Hill , Md . , (Informant 9 3) . ]  

(c) . BOW FROM SWEATBAND OF HAT 

4 53 5 . D I S  I S  YORE HAT AIN ' T IT ? 
(Yes . )  
Dere ' s  a li ' l e b i t  o f  ban ' inside of yore hat got a l i ' le bow in i t . Yuh 

r emembah dat ? 
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(Yes . )  
I learnt dat . De girl , I seen ' er do a b oy dat way once . She take dis hat , 

she git dis l i ' l e bow r ibbon outa i t , an ' she pinned i t  on ' er ,  inside o f  ' er 
b l oomahs right at ' er 

A FEW REFERENCES TO MY BLACK HAT ON INTERVIEW TABLE crutch [ crotch] . An '  
s he taken dat an ' she 

wor e  dat . An '  de b oy couldn ' t  g i t  away f rom ' er .  An '  he went back to huh . 
Co ' s e he had q u i t  ' er ,  laid o f f  from ' er .  [ There are other r eferences to my 
b lack ha t in HOODOO . ] [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 5 2 ) , 24 7+8 5 : 11 . ] 

4 53 6 . Lak d i s  ha t chere is mah hat [ refers t o  my hat with microphone at the 
side of recorder J .  Dat bow dere . Dey kin take dat bow outa dere an '  pin d is bow 
in de seat of dere drawahs ,  a woman [ kin ] , right nex ' t o  dere meat , yuh know. 
An ' wherevah dat dat woman go , why yuh ' ll go fellah ' er .  If yuh can ' t fe l l ah 
' er yuh ' ll lose yuh min ' . [ Waycro s s , Ga . , (11 20a) , 1 7 9 9 : 3 . ] 

45 3 7 . Ah have heard women say da t if dey git d e  bow out of a man ' s hat , dey 
takes dat bow an ' dey wears i t  right next to dere skin . In othah words , dey put 

i t  undah dere arm somewheres . Wel l , dat 
ARMP IT - BOW FROM SWEATBAND - WORN IN man will always f e l lah d em .  He will b e  

in love w i t  dem always . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(1189) , 2007 : 8 . ] 

ARMPIT - OR BREASTS - OR PRIVATES 4 5 3 8 . Yuh kin wear dat bow near yore 
priva tes o r  yuh kin wear it up undah 

yo re arms , or wear it undernea th yore b reas t s . 
(What i s  that suppo s ed to do ? )  
Dat will make him s t ay home an ' dat will make him love yo ' dat much mo ' .  

[ Fayet tevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1411) , 2 5 34 : 18 . ]  
4 5 3 9 . Gi t de bow out of a man ' s hat an ' put i t  

ARMP I T  - LEFT undah ' er lef ' arm an ' wear it undah dere , an ' 
he become tub b e  in love wit ' er .  [ Waycross , 
Ga . , (113 5 ) , 1843 : 13 . ] 
4 5 4 0 . Dat woman she takes dat out [ b ow of sweat
band ] . All right , she takes an ' sew it right up 

ARMPIT - LEFT - FRIENDLY LOVE under heah [ demons t rates ] .  
SHOE - LEFT - GOES HARD (Under her left armp it . )  

Undah de lef ' one , j es '  right up dere an ' weah 
i t . An ' j es '  as long as she weahs i t , i t ' s  nob ody in de worl ' - whut ah mean , 
yuh ain ' t goin ' worry wit nob ody el s e  - can ' t nobody git cha , can ' t nob ody do 
nuthin wit chew . Yuh earnin ' s  an ' evahthin ' yuh git �h go in ' take tub dat woman . 
An ' she kin take i t  f rom dere an ' she kin weah it in er l e f ' s hoe . Dat ' s  undah 
yoPe [ heP ] feet .  When she do dat i t ' s  pur t ty [ pr e t ty ]  hard . Wel l , yuh see it 
j es '  more den drive yuh crazy becu z she tramp in '  on yuh . 

See WHEN SHE WEAR IT HERE [ IN ARMP IT ] DAT ' S  FRIEN 'LY LOVE , BUT WHEN YUH PUT 
IT DOWN HEAH [ IN HER SHO E ]  DAT GOES HARD , MORE DAN APT - MIGHT CUZ YUH TUH KILL 
CUZ IT GITS YUH CRAZY ABOUT ' ER .  [ St .  Pet er sburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 158 3 : 9 . ] 

4 5 4 1 . Wal , whut de ' do wit dat l i t t l e  bow inside of a man ' s hat , d e  wtmmins 
takes dat . De wimmins take dat if dey wanted to hold a man . Dey want tub hold 

a man an ' keep ' im  a t  home , dey takes it 
BED - WALL CRACK HIGHER THAN HEAD OF outa his hat an ' s t ick it in d e  crack 

[ in the wall ! ]  right ovah d e  b ed - ovah 
de head of de b ed or anywhere in hous e dere . An ' dey kin go anywhere an ' come 
back an ' he be right dere . He won ' t nevah leave . [ This is one of those higheP 
than the head rites l ike oveP the dooP rites . ]  [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 2 ) , 
1 6 01 : 4 . ] 
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4 54 2 .  Ah heard about ' em  takin ' de b ow out o f  a man ' s hat , an ' s ewin ' it up 
in a piece of red flannel cloth , an ' takin ' it an ' throwin ' undah b ed . An ' dat'll 

keep ' im  comin ' roun ' yor e  hous e ,  comin ' tuh yore house ,  dey 
BED - UNDER THE say , if it ' s  a woman ; an ' dat if i t ' s  a man , dat it ' ll run ' im  

crazy. 
(They u s e  the woman ' s bow to b r ing her ? )  

Well , eithah one . [ F ayet t eville , N .  C ar . , (14 28 ) , 2 5 7 7 : 2 . ]  
4543 . [ Sweatb and b ow comb ined with o ther sub s tances in a b o t tle will b e found 

later , as well a s  in o ther par t s  o f  the t ext . ] 
Dey take dat little b ow a� ' put it in a b o ttle an ' f ill half full o f  watah , 

an ' turn i t  b o t tom upwards an ' b ury it wit de mouth down , so dat watah d r ip p in ' 
in de groun ' . Yuh ' ll go intuh d e  groun ' , s ee ; � 

BOTTLE - SWEATBAND BOW IN I pu t a little hole in dat stoppah , s o  dat watah 
kin seep out . An ' [ when ] all dat watah run out dat 

b o t tle , den yuh gain ' tuh de grave . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( ? ) , 1 00 4 : 8 . ] 
4 544 . Dey take dat [ sweatb and ] bow an ' dey preserve it in alcohol in a b o t t l e , 

s top i t  up t ight , an ' yuh won ' t only have de headache , s ick tuh de stomick , it ' ll 
cont inue on yuh from one th ing tuh ano thah until f inely [ f inally ] yuh ' l l j is ' git 
down like a man wi t T . B .  [ t�b erculo s is ] , an ' yuh ' ll j i s '  dr i f t  away tuh nuthin . 
[ Informant may b e  mi s t aken about the alcohol preserving the b o t t led b ow ,  or is 
this his way for saying that alcohol feeds the bow? See p . 578 , also ma�gin t itle 
WHI SKEY later on among these bow rites . ] [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( ? ) ,  1034 : 4 . ] 

4 54 5 .  Take dat b ow intuh yor e  hat an ' dat will run yuh crazy . Take dat b ow 
in yor e  hat an ' put i t  intuh a b o t tle . Airtight dis b o t tle an ' don ' t let no air 
git intuh it an ' it will run yuh craz y . [ St .  Peter sb urg , Fla . , ( 9 9 8 ) , 1 614 : 6 . ] 

4 5 4 6 . I f  dey j es '  take s ome o f  yuh hair out chur e haid , dey t akes dat hair 
an ' b ur ies it . S ee , dat ' s  tuh g i t  chew in de ac t ion tuh work like dey want chew 
tuh work. An ' j es '  like if dis cap [ informant ' s  own ] , OR D I S  HAT [MY BLACK HAT 

ON RECORD ING TABLE ] .  D i s  heah bow yuh 
BOW OF NEW HAT - REMOVED BY MANY MEN see in dis cap [ d emons trates ] ,  why yuh 

kin take d i s  bow heah out of dis cap an ' 
run me crazy . S ee ,  ah gen ' ral ' [ generally ] WHEN AH GITS A CAP OR HAT AH ALWAYS 
TAKES D I S  [ d emons trates ] OUT , CUZ IT ' S  DANGEROU S ,  s ee .  

(Well , how would they d o  tha t ? ) 
Well , dey takes dis b ow heah out o f  yuh cap or hat an ' dey takes dat bow an ' 

dey dresses it , s ee .  Dey dres s it wit d i s  heah , some kinda whut de ' call Hearts 
Co logne . Takes i t  an' put dat on it , an ' d i s  heah s tuff dey call - dat ' s  a great 
thing - tab le salt . Dat ' s  great . Dey take dat an ' put dat in dere wit it an ' 
dey s ew it up , an ' dey t r y  tuh work in a way tuh git where yuh s tay at . S ee ,  
play partnahs wit yuh . An ' when dey git tuh wher e  yuh s tay a t , dey put i t  up 
ovah yuh do ' .  D en , when yuh g i t  tuh ac t in ' funny an ' g i t t in '  c r a z y  [ anything of 
yours over a door you walk under makes you light-headed ] ,  s ee i t  will run yuh 
crazy , an ' yuh won ' t even know whut it ' s  all about . [ S t . P et ersburg , F la . , 
(99 5) , 1 6 07 : 7 . ] 

4 54 7 . D ey kin take dat little bow b ack dere an ' run yuh crazy . 
(How do they do that ? )  

Well , dey kin put it in a little alcohol [see 4 5 4 4 ]  an ' go tuh a p lace where 
runnin ' watah a t , an ' throw i t  ovah in der e .  Well dey kin run yuh crazy . 

O r  eithah dey kin take i t  an ' put it in alcohol an ' let i t  s tay in dere fo ' a 
certain l ength o f  t ime . S ew i t  up in a little b ow an ' put it undah pillah . Dey 
kin run yuh crazy dataway . AH DON ' T  WEAR NONE IN MINE . [ He r emoves the b ow from 
his hat , a common prac t ice . ]  [Florenc e , S .  Car . , (128 7 ) ,  2186 : 1 . ] 

4 548 . An ' anothah thing ah tell yuh ab out d i s  b ow in yor e  hat . Yuh know , 
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somet ime a man wears a bow in ' is hat . [ This shows that many men remove the bow 
from the ha t . ] Yuh even c o ul d  take dat out an ' wear i t  in de s ea t  of yuh step
ins , j es '  take an ' p in it in der e ,  an ' he ' ll love yuh an ' nevah quit chew - even 
q;it ' is wife fo ' yuh . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1210) , 2044 : 8 . ] 

--

4 54 9 . Take dat b ow out of yuh hat an ' dey ' d  bury dat bow . Take dat b ow an ' 
d ey bury i t  back o f  yuh house in ordah if dey wanta use yuh in a way fo ' ,  what 

BURY SWEATBAND BOW 
might say , a henchman or foo l , or somep in like dat . Dey ' d  
bury dat b ow back of dere house an ' dat ' ll keep yuh comin ' 
der e ,  s ee .  An ' yuh kin j e s '  git r id of evahthing yuh ' ve 

�· [ New Or leans , La . , (88 3 ) , 1453 : 8 . ] 
4 5 5 0 . Take dat lit t le band out chur e hat , carry dat an ' put de j inx [ a  word 

rarely used ] on it , covah it up where de sun can ' t git hol t  of i t . An ' yuh ' ll 
be j es '  as half-minded a s  a rabb i t . 

(Thought t hey d id that to your bow? ) 
Dey j es '  take dat new band - dat new b ow out de hat . [ Flor enc e , S .  Car . , 

( 1 2 9 1 ) , 219 0 : 2 . ] 
4 5 5 1 . Take dat b ow an ' yuh bury dat bow . When yuh bury dat bow yuh ' ll d ie . 

Dat ' s  whut chew ' ll do , yuh ' ll die . [ Algier s , La . , ( 1 5 9 3 ) , 2 9 94 : 1 . ] 
4 5 5 2 . Well , ah ' ve heard dat dey take dat lit tle bow out chure hat , out de 

sweatband of yuh hat , an ' dey bur ies i t . 
(What will t hat do ? )  

Well , dey says i t  will run a man cra z y .  
( Jus t ord inary crazy . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 1 ) , 1598 : 11 . ] 
4553 . Take dat b ow outa his hat an ' greas e it wit camphor . Ah mean wet i t  

wit camphor an ' wear i t  ins ide o f  yore clothes , on de left s ide [ hear t s id e ] . 

CAMPHOR DRE SS ING FOR BOW 
Dat would make yore man love yuh an ' do mo s ' any
thin ' dat yuh want ' im tuh do . 

LEFT BREAST [ Here I turned o f f  machine and then informant added 
a no t e  I had to rep eat to include in r i te . ] 

(Wear i t  near the left breas t ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 9 3 ) , 2 6 63 : 17 . ] 
4554 . Take d e  b ow ins ide of a man ' s hat dey claim an ' run ' im craz y .  Dey 

use dat an ' burn a black light on i t  - called a black candle . Set dis black 

CANDLE - BLACK - BURN 21 DAYS - ON BOW 
candle on it an ' burn it 21 days , an ' 
i t  will make him ab sent-minded . [ For 
Sims see 34 , p . 23 ;  5 3 2 , p . l 5 7 ; 2091 

p . 608 . ] [ Washing ton , D . C . , ( 6 3 9 , DoatoP S ims ) , 8 2 7 : 11 . ] 
4 5 55 . Ah ' ve heard of ' em .  Dey takes dat li ' le b ow .  Well , dey takes dat 

l i ' le b ow dere an ' dey walks aroun ' d a t  hous e .  Dey goes roun ' d a t  house nine 

CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 9 T IME S  WITH SWEATBAND BOW 
ENTER BACK DOOR - WALK THROUGH HOUSE TO FRONT DOOR 

HIDE BOW OVER FRONT DOOR 

t ime s an ' br ing d e  bow back 
in de back do ' ,  an ' walk 
through de hall tuh de front 
do ' an ' put it ovah de front 
do ' .  Conceal it from dis 

man . He nevah know where i t  at . An ' long as it 
(A woman would do that to hold a man? ) 

s tay dere , dey got d i s  man . 

Tuh hold de man . No harm per form on i t , no mo ' den a deep tas te fo ' love . 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1395 ) , 2508 : 5 . ] 

4 5 5 6 . I t ' s  a long t ime s ince ah went tuh a [ hoodoo ] woman , but ah went tuh a 
woman ovah heah when ah wuz [ having trouble with my husband ] . An ' she tole me 

CLOTHE S - HI S SWEATBAND BOW - WORN IN HER UNDERCLOTHE S 
tuh g i t  de s eat o f  ' is 
undahwear s  dat be ' s  
dirty an ' de bow outa 
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s eat o f  ' er undahweah an ' caus e  ' im tuh stay r ight undah ' em . He wouldn ' t  git 
out o f  ' er eyes ight . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 0 9 ) , 2 532 : 11 . ] 

4 568 . Take dat an ' fix it such a way dat no o ther woman can ' t have anything 
to do wi t yuh but her . 

(Tha t little bow in the ha t ? )  
Dat li ttle bow in d e  b ack o f  yo r e  ha t .  D i s  i s  i t  r ight heah [ d emons trates ] .  
(What will she do wi th tha t ? ) 
Well , ah tell yuh whut she do . 

clo thes . 
She ' ll take it an ' weah i t  down in ' er undah-

(Tha t will keep you . ) [ S t .  Peter sb urg , Fla . , ( 9 8 0 ) , 158 9 : 6 . ] 
4 56 9 . Dey takes dat bow an ' wear dat bow down in d e  s eat o f  dere drawahs , 

an ' dat ' ll turn yuh ovah - dat ' l l b r ing yuh ovah . An ' once dey go t dat dere , 
why dey got chew . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1031) , 1 6 7 6 : 3 . ] 

4 5 7 0 . Yuh could take dat , d e  bow out d ey ha t .  Yuh could take i t  an ' sew i t  
in any little thing , a woman ' s  b r i tches or anything lak dat , where yuh could 
wear i t . See what ah mean . An ' d en in o thah words [ ano ther method ] ,  yuh could 
wear i t  in yore sho e . See , what ah mean , it would make him love yuh . [ Florence ,  
S .  Car . , ( 1 3lla) , 2 2 2 4 : 11 . ] 

4 571 . A woman kin take d e  bow out o f  d e  back o f  a man ' s  
in a p iece o f  cloth an ' wear it in d e  s eat o f  her b loomahs . 
dat , dat bow in ' er b loomahs , why he couldn ' t  qui t ' er .  He 
o thah woman b ut ' er .  [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 3 ) , 2404 : 12 . ] 

hat , an ' s ew it up 
An ' long as she wear 

couldn ' t  go wit no 

4 572 . Take de bow out d e  man hat an ' wear i t  down in d e  seat of dere b loomahs, 
an ' dey say dat ' l l keep ' em down . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (134 6 ) , 2 3 2 8 : 13 . ] 

4 5 7 3 . Tak� dat b ow ,  dat b ow out of d e  ha t .  Dey take dat bow out o f  dere ha t 
an ' s ew it intuh de s eat o f  ' er bloomahs , an ' he ' ll b e  p rob ' ly satisfied tuh 
s tay wi t ' is wi fe . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 5) , 2 4 3 7 : 8 . ] 

4 5 74 . Well , womens take dat , some of ' em ,  an ' p in it on d ey undahpiece an ' 
wear i t . 

(What do they do that for ? ) 
Dey say dat will make ' em come back.  
(That is that li ttle bow from his hat ? ) 
Yes sir . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (134 0 ) , 2 31 7 : 5 . ] 
4 5 7 5 . Dey take de hat a n '  take dat b an ' out o f  i t . 
(The b and o r  the l i t tle b ow? ) 

Yeah de l i t tle bow , j es '  right heah [ demons trates ] .  
hangin ' up dere . D ey take dat little b ow an ' dey will 

CROSS MARK OF PAPER - WRAP ABOUT BOW - WEAR ROUND WAI ST 

nat ' s  a o l e  ha t ah b een 
take it an ' cut fa ' p rongs 

intuh - dey cut fa ' 
prongs intuh d i s  heah 
newspapah , j es '  like 

dat little bow is [ this makes an X or a cros s ] .  Dey ' ll cut it j es 1  like dat an ' 
den dey ' ll wrap dat in dere t ight .  Well , when d ey wrap dat in d er e , well , d ey ' ll 
git some diff ' ren '  s tuff an ' put in d er e  an ' dat ' ll make me go b ack . See , j es '  
like if I quit ' er ,  dat ' ll make me come back .  She ' ll take it an ' put it - take 
it an ' sling it aroun ' ' er wais ' an ' she ' s  go t me r ight o f f . S e e . 

(By cutting out the four prong s , do you mean cutting all o f  tha t - l i ke an X? ) 
Yeah , j es '  an X - j es '  l ike a X l i ke dat . [ Jacks onville , Fla . , ( 61 3 ) , 7 9 0 : 1 . ] 
4 5 7 6 . Cro s s  two needles in dat an ' run ' im  crazy . 
( Cross two needles in this bow in the hat . )  
An ' put about s ix aroun ' d e  [ inside of the sweatb and ] d e  linin ' lak dis heah 

[ demons trates ] .  S ee , lak d i s  heah , an ' it will run ' im crazy . 
(What about that li ttle b ow - you know , that little r ibbon tha t i s  tied in a 

kno t ? ) 
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Yo ' mean in de back part o f  de hat ? Well , j es '  lak dat b ow ties , yuh take de 
two needles , two gold- eye needles an ' dip ' em in chamber lye an ' cro s s  ' em  dat 

way , an ' yuh ' ll run ' im crazy . 
CRO S S  MARK IN BOW BY CRO S S ING 

2 URINE-D IPPED NEEDLES 
(Do you leave them right in the hat o r  do you 
take the b ow out ? )  

(You put 
So it 

2 8 69 : 4 . ] 

Nawsir [ no s ir ] , leave de b ow in de hat . 
i t  under the b ow so it can ' t b e  s een? ) 
can ' t  b e  s een . Dip it in chamber lye .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 156 6 ) , 

4 57 7 . Yuh kin take dat b ow out dat man ' s hat , an ' yuh kin take a powdah called 
love powdah [ later called mavin ' powdah ] an ' ca lcimine powdahs [ calcimine ] , an ' 
he ' s  bound tuh come [ to the woman ] .  He ' ll do anything yuh say do . Dey take dat 

CRO S S  MARK - DOUBLE OR TRIPLE - WITH 3 PINS IN ROW 
TO HOLD LOVE POWDER AND CALC IMINE 

b ow [ out of the ha t ,  untie 
it - see KNOT S later for 
untying - put the powder s  
o n  it ] an ' j is '  doub le [ fold 

onc e ]  dat b ow tuh ' em , an ' dey put three p ins in dat bow [ thus shu t ting up the 
powd er s  inside the b ow ] . [ Informant now demons trates how these three p ins ho ld 
in the powders . ]  Yuh s tick one head dis way [ up ] , an ' yuh s t ick the othah head 
down , an ' put dis one r ight acro s s  [ the o ther two ] . [ This produc es a double 
cros s ,  even a triple cro s s  o r  three daggers like this ++ . ] Joo take dat an ' 
put i t  in yer sho e an ' wear i t . 

(Wha t wer e the names of thes e powders ? )  
Dey call one of ' em  de mavin ' powdah , all right , an ' yuh call one ca lcimine .  

D e  mavin ' pOIJJdah i s  tuh move yuh back tuh d em ;  d e  ca lcimines powdah i s  tuh make 
thing s clean [ as calc imine normally does , but here by symb olically cleaning the 
return road home of all difficulties ] .  [Come home , all is forgiven . But b y  
wearing the b ow i n  her shoe she indicates a d etermination to  keep him under her 
foot ! ]  [New O rleans , La . ,  ( 8 03) , 1121 : 6 . ] 

4 57 8 . Take dat b ow .  Hit s tands in de back o f  de man ' s  ha t .  Take dat b ow an ' 
take nine needles an ' nine pins an ' s t ick ' em evahwhah in dat b ow crossed up yuh 
p o s s ib ly kin . An '  when yuh git ' em all f ixed in dat b ow lak it supposed tuh b e 

CROSS UP 9 NEEDLES AND 9 P INS IN BOW 
STOP UP IN BOTTLE OF SALT AND URINE TURN UP S IDE DOWN IN DARK PLACE 

naow [ now ] a woman kin fi:x: da t fo ' a man 
an ' run ' im crazy - an ' take it an ' put 
i t  in a b o t tle . An ' put some , fill de 
b o t tle half up wit tab le salt , an ' den 
f ill de b o t tle clean up wit ' er urine an ' 

s top dat b o ttle up . Turn i t  upside down an ' s tick i t  mo s '  any kin ' a  cornah o r  
any kinda drawah or [ plac e ]  up ovah de head or anywher e ,  but j es '  s inc e i t ' s  
outa s ight in a dark plac e . An ' dat man ' ll go s ta ' k  [ s tark] crazy . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 69 2) , 9 2 6 : 3 . ] 

4 5 7 9 .  On a dog ' s  tail 
of cat hair an ' put i t  in 

an ' eat ' s .  Three s t ran ' s  of dog hai r  an ' three s tran ' s 
dat b ow .  [See later. ] 

DOG HAIR 3 STRANDS - CAT HAIR 3 STRAND S 
(This b ow on a man ' s hatband ? ) 
Yes . An ' dat ' ll run ' im crazy . 

Yes , put it in de 
(Three s trands 
Three s t ran ' s .  
(From where? ) 

(What you do is let i t  s tay on the b ow? ) 
b ow of de hat an ' let it s tay dere . 
f rom the dog ' s  tail and three s trands f rom the eat ' s ? )  

From undah ' is tail . Yuh know dat an ' kinda plat i t  tuhg ethah-like an ' put 
i t  r ight in dat little b ow on de hat . [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 9 7 5 ) , 1 5 7 8 : 13 . ] 

4 580 . [ These obj ec t s-over- the-doo r  you walk und er and obj ec ts-und er- the-door 
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you walk over a r e  f r e quently impor tant r i tes i n  hoodoo , yet quite a number o f  
informants ,  includ ing the present one , do no t know the 

DOOR - OVER OR UNDER meaning o f  the word s i l l  or doorsi l l .  ] 
Wel l , they say you can take tha t l i t tle bow in the back 

of a man ' s hat . You see , that ' s  his sweatband , that ' s  where you done sweat . Well 
all r ight , you take that b ow on the back of man ' s ha t an ' he done wore that hat . 
And a f t er you take that b ow in the back o f  that man ' s ha t ,  wel l  you take tha t b ow 
and you pu t s  it up over the s ill of your f ront door - s ee ,  like where he got to 
pass under . [ The word over ins t ead o f  under would have solved the problem here . ] 
Well , that ' s  to keep him home . He ' ll s tay a t  home all the t ime and you can go 
out . Well he will never fuss with you about no thing , b ecause you got him r ight 
down under your feet .  

( I  s ee . ) [ New Orleans , La . ,  (783 ) , 1085 : 9 . ] 
4 5 8 1 . Take dat l i t t le b ow in a man ' s  ha t an ' cut some de hai r s  o f f  yuhs elf 

an ' wrap d e  b ow up . 
(The ha irs from your head ? ) 
No , d ey tell me de hairs o f f  yuhs elf . An ' wrap dat up an ' put i t  u p  ovah yore 

do ' ,  careful . S t ick i t  somewhere in some crack o r  ' nothah where dey can ' t g i t  
i t . [ Fo r  cracks and holes , see WALL later. ] Say dat ' s  tuh keep ' em . Whut dey 
tell me , say dat will keep a man . [ Fayet t eville , N. Car . , (1410) , 2 5 3 3 : 10 . ] 

DRESS A BOW BY RUBBING - UNDER ARMS - BETWEEN LEGS 
WRAP INTO RED FLANNEL - MAKES HAND - WEAR 

4 58 2 .  Da t bow b e ' s  r ight 
back d ere . Now yuh kin take 
da t b ow out chure hat , ah ' ve 
heard dat . Yuh take da t bow 

out dat hat an ' 
take dat . 

(Wi th wha t ? ) 

yuh kin , whut chew call dress i t . 

Yuh take dat b ow an ' yuh kin dress i t . 

Yuh dress dat bow an ' yuh kin 

[As we now learn , it is dressed wi th swea t . ] 
Jes ' lak a woman take a b ow outa man ' s hat . She kin take dat bow yuh s ee 

an ' den rub i t  undah her arm , also b e tween ' er la igs [ to dress i t ] . An ' when 
she take dat b ow an ' do dat , take i t  an ' wrap i t  up in a piece o f  red flannel . 
[ This i s  now a hand, see p . 519 f . ] She kin eithah wear i t  roun ' ' er neck o r  roun ' 
' er wai s t  o r  eithah put i t  ovah ' er do ' .  Well , now i f  she put i t  ovah ' er do ' o r  

wear i t  anywhere , keep i t  anywhere i n  a c lo s e  place , i t ' ll always keep ' is haid 
kinda wandahin ' - his mind . He ' ll nevah have no good mind . Jes ' keep ' im wan
dahin ' . He ' s  heah today an ' tuhmorrah ' is mind j es '  wanta go . He can ' t b e  con
tented nowhere he goes . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (109 7 ) , 17 6 7 : 4 . ] 

4 5 8 3 . Yuh take dis l i t t l e  b ow here an ' take some d evil ' s-shoestr ing dey call 
i t . Take dat devi l ' s-shoestr ing an ' dis bow an ' some c innamon bark an ' salt 

DRESS SWEATBAND BOW - TO BE WORN IN SHOE - WITH 
BLACK PEPPER - C INNAMON BARK - DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING - SALT 

[ and ]  b lack p eppah . 
An ' dey takes dis bow 
an ' put it in de sole 
of yuh sho e .  S ee ,  

like yuh got a sho e , a woman would do dat . Da t ' s  tuh make her - make yuh s tay . 
Yuh gain ' tuh s tay r ight wit ' er .  An ' she ' ll take dat an ' put i t  in de sole o f  
' er sho e  an ' wear i t  dere . As long a s  she go t d a t  thing in der e , yuh can ' t l eave 

her . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 5 0 ) , 
1313 : 5 . ] 

F IREPLACE BRICK - BOW - BURIED UNDER CENTER 4 5 8 4 . Dey takes dat bow an ' dey 
carry i t  home an ' dey bury i t  undah 

can ' t no mo ' s tay wit dat woman no mo ' .  
a b r ick in d ey f iahplac e , an ' he 

Evah t ime he . goes tuh da t woman hou se , 
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his haid b eg in tuh hur t  ' im an ' he cr ipple hims elf up an ' den he fall . Evah t ime 
he see her he gits maddah an ' maddah wit ' er .  She puts it undah a brick , de c en
tah b r ic k  in d e  pipe [ flue ] - undah de c entah b r ick . 

(Well , who would d o  tha t ? ) 
Now lak yo ' wanted tuh - see heah , i f  she wan ted ' im  tuh leave dat hous e ovah 

yondah an ' come heah . Well , she git dat bow an ' she carries it an ' put i t  r ight 
d own d er e  undah d er e . See , dat man can ' t vis i t  yondah no mo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

GARTER 
( 1 2 2 3 ) , 207 9 : 1 . ] 
4 58 5 .  (Tha t  l i t t l e  b ow out o f  a man ' s hat , now? ) 
Say yuh take it outa his ha t an ' make i t  in yore gar tah an ' he cain ' t -

he ' ll lose all energy f o ' any othah girl . He won ' t love nobody but chew .  S ew 
it into d e  gar tah . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 51 ) , 2 6 37 . ] 

4 58 6 .  Take dat an ' wear it aroun ' yore wais ' or on yore gar tah s omewhere , an ' 
yuh got dat man . 

(The sweatband from his hat ? )  
Yes , dat l i t tle b ow ,  or d e  sweatban ' eithah . [Memphis , T enn . , (154 3 ) , 2944 : 1 . ] 
4 58 7 . Ah taken de b ow outa d e  ha t an ' ah put some come wit it an ' a little 

hair out from undah his arm dere an ' wore i t  roun ' mah laig heah , an ' dat ' ll 
make him love yuh . 

GARTER - WEAR AS BOW 
WITH COME AND ARMP IT HAIR 

(You mean you wear i t  as a gar t er or something of 
that sor t ? ) 
Jis ' a str ing , ah d on ' t wear gar tahs . [ The length of 

the unt ied b ow would be ext end ed with a piece of string , and the hair would b e  
thread ed into a need l e  and woven , perhaps also tied , into the b ow .  F o r  str ing 
addition , see 4 5 9 7 . ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 5 3 ) , 1539 : 6 . ] 

4 58 8 . Dey kin run yuh cra z y  wit d a t  b ow outa yuh hat easy , b ecus d ey take dat 
bow outa de hat an ' take it an ' git some of dat s tone outa graveyard - chip of 

GRAVEYARD DU ST - TOMBSTONE CHIP S - WHITE SAND OFF GRAVE HEAD 
AND BOW - IN JAR - BURY IN GRAVEYARD 

s tones off de 
[ tomb s tone ] out 
in d e  graveyard , 
graveyard dus t , 

whit e  sand out of de graveyard f r om d e  head of any grave . An ' take i t  an ' put 
i t  intuh a j ar ,  altuhgethah , an ' take it b a c k  an ' plant it in d er e ,  in de grave
yard . Dat eas ily kin r un yuh cra z y  too , de same way as yuh hair . [ Jacks onville , 
Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 6 9 9 : 7 . ] 

4 58 9 . Take d e  b ow outa dere hat an ' tPick ' em  in any way yuh wanta tPick ' em , 
an ' d ey kin keep ' em runnin ' crazy or somepin lak dat . 

HEART - BOW IN CLOTH WORN NEXT TO 
(What would you do with that bow? ) 
Yuh take de bo� an ' yuh tie i t  up in a p iece 
of cloth an ' pin it up on yuh c lothes nex ' 

tuh yore hear t .  [Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 2) , 2 6 5 3 : 6 . ] 

HEARTS COLOGNE 
4 59 0 . Dat bow out of a person hat , dat ' s  d e  only thing tuh make 
a man love a woman . Dey kin take it an ' put i t  in cologne , de 
HeaPts Co logne . Dey kin use de b ow an ' HeaPts Co logne an ' carry 

it in a small b o t t le wit d em ,  an ' dat will make a man crazy f o ' d em .  [ Savannah , 
Ga . ,  ( 5 38 ) , 6 5 6 : 4 . ] 

4 591 . Git d e  bow out d e  ha t an ' take d a t  an ' g i t  chew some HeaPt PePfume . 
Yuh put it in d er e  an ' keep it in de HeaPt PePfume . 

(What will that d o ? ) 
Dat ' ll make ' em s tay wi t cha . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 1184 ) , 1 9 9 7 : 9 . ] 
4 59 2 .  Take dat li ' le b ow an ' yuh dPess i t  wi t some - keep i t  sweeten all de 

t im e  wit HeaPt Co logne , an ' he think d a t  sompin d ey put on ' em tuh make his hair 
s t ick ,  an ' den dat will make him keep home - keep ' im from levin ' anyb ody els e . 
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[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 7 8 ) , 2447 : 12 . ] 
4593 . Dat ' s  anothah thing dat work wit HeaPts Co logne , dat li ' le bow in de 

back of yore  hat or cap . Take dat an ' dampen [ dPess or feed] i t  wit HeaPts 
Co logne an ' wear it right on yuh . An ' dey say long as yuh wear dat on yuh , if 
yuh got a wife or girl fren ' , dey ' ll [ b e ]  mo ' den frien ' ly .  Dey stay r ight by 
yuh . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1450) , 263 2 : 3 . ] 

4594 . Take dat bow an ' dPess it wit Hearts Co logne an ' wear roun ' ' er wais ' , 
an ' j es '  as long as she keep dat bow an ' wear it , yuh can ' t stay from roun ' ' er .  
An ' she kin git all o f  ' is money an ' kin treat chew any kinda way she want s tub 
an ' yuh nevah will leave ' way .  An ' if she wears it till she lo se it , den dere 
where she lose yuh lovin ' . [Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (1429) , 257 9 : 3 . ] 

4595 . A man ' s hat - a man ' s bow outa ' is hat an ' yuh kin take HeaPts Co logne 
an ' put it in . Yuh see yuh shoe heah has a last [ insole]  in it , see ;  an ' yuh 

HEARTS COLOGNE - ON BOW WORN UNDER INSOLE 
pull dat last up an ' put it undah 
dere an ' po ' dis  HeaPts Co logne on 
dat bow an ' yo ' keep it wet . Dat 

will make him go crazy about chew ,  too . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1078) , 17 47 : 2 . ] 
459 6 .  Git de bow of ' is hat , de  to e [ toes ] o f  ' is dirty socks , see .  Put it 

in a bottle . Git dis Hearts Co logne an ' stop it  up , see ;  an ' turn it on its 

HEARTS COLOGNE BOTTLE - BOW - TOES D IRTY SOCKS - UPS IDE DOWN 
haid . Well , it 
wouldn ' t  be long 
' fore he ' d  be 

back home an ' acknowl edge he did wrong . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261) , 2140 : 20 . ] 
4597 . Dat bow - yuh take a bow out o f  a man ' s hat an ' git chew a bottle of  

HeaPt Co logne , an ' yuh dip it in de HeaPt Co logne an ' yuh sew a cord string 

HEARTS COLOGNE - STRING SEWED ROUND BOW - WORN ABOUT WAIST 
aroun ' dat bow an ' 
t ie it round yor e 
waist . Dat ' ll make 

' em  crazy ' bout chew ,  j es '  love no one but chew.  
213 9 : 10 . ] 

[ Savannah , Ga . ,  (126 0) , 

4598 . De bow of de cap or eithah de hat an ' put it in a Hearts Co logne 
bottle an ' bury it und er de step an ' turn it up side down , an ' he will come back . 

(Well , suppose the bow in his hat is worn away? ) 
HEARTS COLOGNE BOTTLE - BOW IN Take de bow of de cap , eithah de hat or de cap . 
BURY UPSIDE DOWN - UNDER STEPS (He has to leave them b ehind though before she 

can get them? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (118 1) , 199 2 : 5 . ] 

4599 . Yuh take de  bow out of  a man ' s hat . Yuh take dat little bow out an ' de 
seats of de  woman ' s  bloomahs . Dere ' s  two partition in it . Jes ' rip one dem li ' le 

HEARTS COLOGNE - BOW - BLOOMERS 

Co logne on it , j es '  spr inkle it 
(What will that do? ) 

par t it ion an ' put it ' tween dere  an ' sew it back 
up , an ' wear dat bow right down in dere right in 
dat drawahs .  Wear ' em .  An ' den put He�ts 

right down in der e .  

Well , dat will MAKE HIM JES '  FOOLI S '  ' BOUT DEM UNTIL DEY GIT READY TUH GIT RID 
OF I IM. 

(They wear that in the bloomer s in the front or in the back? ) 
Right in de  seat where de partition , right ' tween der e .  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , 

(13 68 ) , 2 4 21 : 7 . ] 
4600 . Take dat little bow out o f  a man ' s ha� an ' dress it  wit HeaPts German 

Co logne [ sometimes called German Hearts Co logne] . Ah think dat ' s  whut dey calls 
it , Hearts Co logne , an ' CPabapp le Co logne [ 3  colognes ] ,  an ' pin it inside of ' er 
shirt , an ' wear it in der e .  An ' he will always love ' er .  [German Hearts Co logne 
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HEARTS COLOGNE - GE�N HEARTS COLOGNE - C�BAPPLE COLOGNE 

BLACK-HEART COLOGNE - 9 DROPS - ON SWEATBAND BOW 
PUT UNDER MIDDLE OF HER BED - QUINCUNX 

is unusual , I re
calling only two or 
three ins tances of  
its  us e . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  (1144) , 1868 : 4 . ] 
4 601 . She kin take 
dat bow an ' she kin 
run yuh crazy wit 

it , or eithah make yuh love ' er . She kin take dat bow an ' go uptown an ' git  ' er 
a bottle of BLack Hea�t Co logne [ this may be only time mentioned ] an ' she takes 
it an ' drops about nine drops on dat , an ' take it an ' place it undah de middle 
of ' er b ed [making a quincunx ] , right on de springs . Well , yuh have tuh stay 
dere . Yuh can ' t go nowhere . Yuh have tuh stay right dere . 

[This is merely Hea�ts Co logne with a b lack heart on the label , stamped solid 
b lack or hand drawn with a single line ; no t a heart-shaped bottle of  b lack glass . 
The term is rare . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1367 ) ,  2419 : 7 . ] 

4602 . [While going down the Atlantic Coas t ,  I had a diff icult time with what 
usually sounded like he�ts ho� , hah tho� , etc . I thought hawtho�ne was meant . 

HEARTS OWN COLOGNE - FEED BOW WITH 
In the following rite my transcrib er heard 
something like high p 'ah and trans crib ed it 
high powe� ! Only af ter considerable expe

rience was I able to come up with Hea�ts Own. ] 
Put High Powe� [=  He�ts Own Co logne ] wit it . Dey go tta keep dis thing - dey 

got ta keep it  renewed , d ey have tuh keep it up . [ The bow is a hand (p . 519) which 
must  be kept alive by feeding (pp . 519 , 578) . ]  But EVAH TIME DAT AH ' D HAVE A HAT 
AN '  DEY ' D TAKE DAT BOW OUT OF IT , AH ' D THROW DE HAT AWAY . Ah wouldn ' t wear de 
hat no mo ' . Ah ' d throw de  hat away an ' git ano thah hat . Throw it away an ' don ' t 
wear it  no mo ' . Dey can ' t do nuthin wit yuh . But if yuh wear it , dey kin ketch 
cheh . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 7 ) , 7 70 : 4 . ] 

4603 . Dey say yuh kin take a man ' s hat an ' take de bow out of  a man ' s hat an ' 
take dat b ow an ' put it in a bot tle of  Hea�t 's Own Co logne. An ' af tah takin ' dat 

HEARTS OWN COLOGNE - BOW IN BOTTLE OF 
TURN IT ON RIGHT - STAND IT ON HEAD - WISH 

bow an ' put it in a bottle of Hea�t � 
Own Co logne , yuh take dat bottle den 
an ' put it de  right side , no t de 
left but de  right , an ' stand it on 

its haid lak dat , an ' make yore wishes about it den .  An ' dat thing will bring a 
man home . An ' dat thing will make a man do things . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(1418 ) , 2553 : 2 . ] 

4 604 . Say dey go in ' wit a boy . Yuh snap 
take it an ' put it in He�ts Pe�fume an ' let 

HEART PERFUME - BOW IN 9 DAYS AND 9 NIGHTS 

dat bow outa his hat an ' yuh j es ' 
it stay . Let dat bow stay in dere 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' nine nights 
an ' yuh put dat perfume on ' im an ' 
let ' im comb it in ' ' is hair . Dat ' s 

fo ' love . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 23) , 2567 : 1 . ] 
4 605 . Take de bow from de back o f  a man ' s hat , dat 

sweetheart an ' she don ' wants tuh git rid of ' im. She 
is [ if ]  a woman is got a 
takes dat bow from de back 

of ' is hat an ' 
KNOT OF BOW UNTIED - HER HAIR - SEW INTO SEAT OF HER CLOTHES sews it in de seat 

of ' er clo thes , 
an ' wears dat b ow .  She wears dat bow in d e  seat of  ' er clo thes an ' when he wears 
' is hat so long till dat bow gits  sweaty an ' greasy , well she takes dat bow an ' 
untie it , an ' takes an ' puts some of ' er hair wit it , an ' sews it  in de seat o f  
' er clo thes , o r  up undah ' er arm where her clothes sweats , an ' wears it . 
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(What will that do? ) 
Dat will keep ' im dere . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 2 2 ) , 256 2 : 7 . ] 
4606 . Dey tell me back in [ the old days ] de girls used tuh take de bows out 

chure hat tuh make yuh love ' em . [ They still did during my collecting days . ]  
An ' dey said dat dey would take dose bows 

KNOT ONE - DOUBLED AND REDOUBLED an ' tie i t  into a knot an ' dey would keep it . 
An ' evah time da t chew feel da t yuh wanta be  

weanin ' off , dat dey would renew it  ovah , dat dey had somepin dey would fix it 
wit an ' dat dey ' d always doub le dat kno t ag ' in . Evah time it seem da t yuh pull
in ' away , dey double da t knot ag ' in . An ' dey had a way dat dey wear it intuh 
dere shoes . 

(What did they put 
Ah don ' t know whut 

s tuff dey would use . 
periods or • • •  

on that knot did you say? ) 
de s tuff dey would use , but dey j es ' tell me it  wus some 
S t ill ah f igure dat it wus de s tuf f from deyselfs - de 

(Something of that sor t . )  [ Flor ence,  s. Car . , (1286) , 2184 : 4 . ] 
4607 . [A woman ] take dat little bow out de back of yore [his ] hat right back 

heah . Tie three knots in it  an ' take dat an ' WEAR IT AROUN" HER BREAST , OF ' ER 

KNOTS 3 
NIPPLE dere . An ' if it do esn ' t stick to dat , take yuh some tape an ' 
TAPE IT ON ' ER BREAST an ' da t ' ll make him come back tuh her , af tah he ' s 
worn it  fo ' de grease tuh come outa his head . [ For some reason there 

is little material ab out wearing anything on the breas t or between the breas t s . 
Sometimes this could be  included in worn over the heart . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (923) , 
1513 : 1 2 . ] 

4608 . (That little bow . ) 
Jes ' tie about three knots in it . Jes ' tie thr ee knots in it an ' wear it  

round yore wai s t . Den dey cain ' t go wit nob ody else but  chew .  [Wilson, N .  Car . , 
(1471) , 265 2 : 2 2 . ] 

4609 ., (They tie this little bow . ) 
In three kno ts an ' wear i t  roun ' dere wais t .  
(What will that do? ) 
Dat will tie dem tuhgethah. [Waycross , Ga . , (1126) , 1831 : 10 . ] 
4610 . Heard dat wfmmins - de way da t dey would kinda triak mens yuh know . 

Jes ' lak dat ah ' d go tuh some gurl ' s house an ' wuz a married man an ' she wuz 
likin ' me an ' ah wouldn ' t take up very much time wit ' er on account 

KNOTS 9 mah wife . Why ah hang mah hat up an ' perhaps ah may git up an ' per-
haps ah may git up an ' go git  a drink of watah , sompin ,  an ' she ' d pull 

de bow outa mah hat an ' tie it on a s tring an ' tie nine knots in it an ' wear it 
roun ' ' er waist , in ordah tuh make me leave ' way from mah ole lady an ' come tuh 
' er . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1112) , 1 7 85 : 9 .  ] 

4611 . Ah took evah one out of mah cap dat ah ' m got now . Yeah , yuh know , mah 
grandfathah learned me dat long time ago . Dey takes dat bow out of dere an ' dey 
t ies it on a string . Dey ties nine knots in a string . An ' in tying dat kno t dey 
lets dat bow hang r ight between dere laigs , an ' if yuh say yuh don ' t want ' em , 
dey runs yuh crazy wit dat - wit dat bow ,  dat little bow .  [ New Or leans , La . ,  
(867) ' 1405 : 6 . ] 

4612 . (I  didn ' t under s tand wha t 
Dey take dat bow in de man ' s hat 

round [with s tring ] , put nine knots 

you said at first . )  
an ' put it  in a piece of new cloth ,  t ie it 
in it  [ s tring ] an ' put it  round yor e waist .  

KNOTS 9 - IN STRING TYING UP BOW IN NEW CLOTH 
An ' dey say yuh wear dat an ' 
dat ' ll keep da t man dere an ' 
keep ' im from goin ' off . If he 

gone off , yuh git somebody to  git it  fo ' yuh an ' he ' ll come back an ' s tay dere . 
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[Waycross , Ga . , (1108 ) , 1783 : 2 . ]  
4613 . Well , yuh take dat out of  a man ' s hat , chew know , de lit tle bow dat ' s  

right back of de hat heah , out of de man ' s hatband . Den yuh git a little hair 

KNOTS 9 - STRANDS OF HAIR 3 - NEW STRING - LEFT INSOLE 
from de mole [mold ]  of 
de head - no , yuh git 
three strands right out 

of  de mole of de head . Chew wrap dat aroun ' dis little bow an ' git chew a piece 
of  new cotton cord , cord string , an ' yuh wrap dat aroun ' an ' tie nine kno ts in 
dat string . An ' den yuh put undah de little flap of  yuh shoe - yuh know dat 
inner sole , or de heel of de left  shoe . An ' as long as it remains in dat shoe , 
dat person ' s  suppo sed tuh remain dere . 

(That ' s  all for love . ) [Mob ile , Ala . , (650) , 86 6 : 2 . ]  
4614 . (What about that little bow? ) 
Yuh take dat little bow - it used to be olden times when yuh wore corsets -

but dey don ' t wear corsets no mo ' . Dey wears supports . Now, if yuh wants tub • • •  
(Well , what did 

KNOTS 9 - IN UNTIED BOW - DRESSED WITH 
LOVE POWDER - LOVE COLOGNE - FOLLOW-ME-BOYS - HOODOO COLOGNE 

they do in the 
olden times with 
the corset s?  Tell 

me that first , what 
now . You see? ) 

they did with that i and then you can tell me what they do 

Yuh see ,  dey can take dat little bow an ' dey can kill yuh wi t dat little bow .  
An ' dey can make yuh g o  crazy - no , no t go crazy out of de mind , no . Jes 1 [ like] 
if yuh got a wife an ' she loves yuh , or ah got a husban ' an ' ah loves ' im . Ah ' d  
fix ' im so he ' ll j es '  stick wit me . He ' d  turn ' is mind clean offa evah body but !!• an ' he wouldn ' t  keep a nickel in ' is pocket fo ' hisself . It ' s  all fo ' me . Ah could take an ' j es ' b e - ah could bring boy frien ' s in dere on ' im an ' he ' ll 
j es '  love me j es '  dat much [more] . Well , DAT OLE HOODOO [MAN ] DEN WHAT AH US IN ' 
KNEW , AN 1 L IVES AROUN ' HERE , he say he [husband ] j es '  love me dat much , but [ I  
told him? ] not tuh open ' is mouth an ' say nuthin . [A NOTE OF MINE HERE SAYS DO 
SLO WER LATER. INFORMANT WAS TALKING FAST . ]  AH COULD TAKE HIS MONEY RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF ' IM AN '  GIVE IT A�Y . HE ' LL JES ' LOVE ME JES ' DAT MUC H BY BEING HOO
DOOED . 

(How would you prepare that bow? That little bow? ) 
She takes it an ' she put i t  in ' er pocket , down intuh dat little thing yuh 

see . Yuh untie dat bow an ' yuh tie nine kno t s  in dat bow ,  an ' put it straight 
where it would have been weared down in dere .  

Well , dat ' s  j es '  as if yuh have a tool , yuh know , no t what she love yuh i cuz 
if she love yuh an ' if he loved yuh , dey wouldn ' t  want tuh bring somebody else 
in de home an ' go  off an ' have • • • •  But yuh are j es '  undah a muddle . Yuh can ' t 
say nuthin , yuh see .  Yuh can ' t do nuthin , yuh see .  

(Do you �ess that little bow any way? ) 
Yuh �ess dat little bow wit love powdah. Dey got some powdah - dey got some 

cologne dey call love ao logne. Well , yuh done use dat Fo l lah-me-boys.  Dat ' s  
good . 

[Fo l low-me-boys appears several times in HOODOO . ]  
(What is? ) 

Fo l lah-me-boys . 
(Fo l low me� boys . )  
Dat ' s  good . 
( Is that a powder or perfume? ) 
Dat ' s perfume . Now, dat Fo l lah-me-boys - yuh kin use Fo l lah-me-boys right 

now , yes sir , right now . Yuh kin walk out from right dere - IF YUH DON ' T  BEL IEVE 
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DAT ' S  TRUE , an ' [ then ] GO BUY YUH A LITTLE BOTTLE OF FOLLAH-ME-BOYS, AN '  YUH JES ' 
SEE HOW MANY PEOPLE BE FOLLAHIN '  YUH. BUT DEY WOULDN ' T  KNOW WHAT DEY FOLLAHIN ' .  
YUH SEE , DAT ' S  A HOODOO COLOGNE. 

(I  see . Now , in the old days they used to wear the corset , nowadays they 
wear ? )  

Dey weah dem girdles now . Yuh see , yuh take , if yuh want dat tub control yuh 
man or yuh woman. Yuh put it in yuh g irdle , weah it in yuh girdle . Nine kno t s . 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 780) , 1079 : 2 . ] 

4615 . Dey kin take de bow outa yore hat , dose bows in yore hat , an ' run yuh 
crazy . Dey take de bow in de hat an ' run yuh blind , j es '  make yuh blind . Take 
de bow outa de hat - inside of da t band , take dat bow.  An ' it ' s  tied . An ' un

KNOTS 9 - TIED IN BOW - AFTER WEARING 9 MORNINGS IN BOTTLE 
WITH H�RTS COLOGNE AND HIS COME - THEN BURY ON NEW MOON 

tie dat bow , s tretch 
dat bow out . Aftah 
yuh stretch dat bow , 
den yuh gi t chew 

some cologne . An ' yuh take Hearts Co logne , it ' s  a powahful thing , an ' put in 
der e ,  dat lit tle ole flask - in dere wi t dat bow o f  dat hat . An ' aftah yuh put
tin '  dat bow outa da t hat , den yuh takes - now dat ' s  tub be worn . 

Now , dat ' s  fo ' wimmin tub do . Yuh takes mens , dey don ' t have nuthin like outa 
a hat fo ' a man tub do anythin ' wit ' em .  But dat ' s  wimmins do dat . Yuh take 
ah kin go wit a woman an ' ah left  ' er ,  ah quit her . Well , she take dat bow. 
Dat ' s  tub run me crazy or tub dr ive mah love tub ' er .  Yuh undahstan ' .  

Now , she ' ll take dat bow outa mah hat an ' she ' ll unt ie dat bow an ' she ' ll put 
dat bow in a little ole f lask - little small flask . Da t ' s  tub wear on ' er .  An ' 
af tah she do dat , den she go uptown an ' she git ' er some Hearts Co logne . Now , 
WHENSOMEVAH DAT AH GOES TUH INTAHCO ' SE WIT ' ER ,  yuh see , den SHE ' LL TAKE DE CLOTH 
DAT AH USE . AN '  SHE ' LL NUSE DAT CLOTH ' ERSELF , BUT SHE WON ' T  USE IT IN DE SAME 
MANNAH DAT AH USE IT AN '  DE SAME PLACE DAT AH USE IT . See , j es '  lak now she take 
de clo,th heah [demons trates with handkerchief ] . Well ,  if ah nuse it heah , she 
ain ' t gonna use it der e .  Yuh undahstan ' ,  she gonna move o f f  fur thah . SHE GO IN ' 
TAKE DIS PART CHERE [used by man] AN '  PUT IT IN DAT BOTTLE . See , wit dis  bow off  
mah hat .  Now, when she put dat in dat bot tle wit d e  bow out d e  hat , she wear dat 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' aftah she wear da t fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  she goin ' take dat 
an 1 she goin1 tie her nine kno t s  in dat bow.  Den she bury dat on de young moon -
when de moon j es 1  is young . An1 af tah she bury da t ,  it stay buried dere unt il ah 
comes ' er way . 

Now , de ONLIEST WAY DAT YUH KIN REMOVE DIS , YUH HAVE TUH GO DERE AN ' GIT IT UP 
YORESELF . [First you must know where to look ! This means a doctor or fortune
teller who has many methods for a problem like this . ]  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1143 ) , 

KNOTS 18 
1864 : 1 . ]  
4 616 . Say dey could take dat bow outa yore hat an ' said a woman could 
take a thread s tr ing an ' tie it [ bow] in de middle of it an ' den tie 

kno t s  on each s ide [of  bow]  an ' wear it  aroun ' ' er wais ' ,  an ' den he b e  crazy den 
about ' er .  

(You t ie knots on each s ide of  the bow after that ? ) 
Each side o f  de bow , yes . 
(That ' s  18 kno t s  altogether? ) 
Yes . 
[My statement about 18 kno ts  does no t come out of  thin air . It indicates 

either informant is repeat ing the descr iption of  a rite,  leaving out details as 
usual ; or else I forgot to turn on recording machine in time to ob tain opening 
details . My 18 knots means 9 kno ts  on each s ide o f  the bow tied in the center 
o f  the s t r ing , making 19 knots , or count ing the kno t tied about the wais t , 20 
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kno ts . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 9 ) , 2658 : 13 . ] 

LOVE POWDER 
4 617 . Well , ah seen a woman take a man ' s  bow outen ' is hat , an ' 
she sewed ' it up in a piece of  cloth , an ' she put some dis heah 
love powdah on it an ' she wor e  hit rou� ' ' er waist . 

(What did she do that for ? )  
Tub make him love ' er .  [Waycross , Ga . , (11 2 7 ) , 1833 : 1 . ] 
4 618 . Yuh kin take de little bow out of ' is hat an ' wrap it up in dis real , 

whut chew call Love Me Powdah ,  an ' take d e  love vine . Dere ' s  a love vine . Yuh 

LOVE VINE - WRAP ABOUT BOW - CARRY IN LOVE-ME-POWDER BOX 
pass by it , it grows 
in de woods .  An ' yuh 
kin take dat love vine 

an ' take it an ' wrap it roun ' de bow of de man hat , an ' tote it in yor e  Love Me 
Powdah box . An ' dat ' ll make a man s tay home or eithah make a man love yuh or 
anything lak dat . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1320) ,  2263 : 11 . ] 

4 619 . Dey kin take dat an ' keep it ,  or run ' im away . 
(How do they keep this lit tle bow out of  a man ' s  hat ? )  
Yuh take de bow yuh undahstan ' an ' yuh take his name an ' yuh put - she puts 

it  in a lettah yuh see an ' af tah takin ' de name an ' put de bow inside wit de 

NAME - BOW - LYE - IN LETTER 
lettah an ' - well maybe yuh go tub de drugs to ' 
an ' yuh git chew some lye yuh see .  An ' yuh dip 
dis bow in de lye an ' dat pahticlah [ par ticular ] 

lye yuh put it in de let tah an ' put it in ' er pillah . See , dat ' ll keep ' im,  
dat ' ll hold ' im.  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 3 9 ) , 1519 : 14 . ] 

4 6 20 . Now , put dat bow at de back of yore head [hat ] - j es '  take dat bow .  
Dey use yore name wit dat b�w .  An ' women us e dat an ' u s e  i t  fo ' roun ' de wais t .  

NAME - WRITTEN 3 TIMES - ABOUT WAIST 
An ' de man do j es '  what de woman do . If  
someone tell yuh somepin about ' er ,  if 
she be wanton woman , yuh does not believe 

dem. Dat controls ' em . Dat ' s  de powah from de haid , de control . 
(Just ties this lit tle bow on a s tring around her waist with the name in there 

three times . )  [ New Orleans , La . , (815) , 1150 : 6 . ] 
4 6 21 . Dey take dat bow out of a man ' s hat an ' dress dat an ' wear it aroun ' 

dere wais t ,  an ' it keep s ' im  undah hypno tic [ something ] or hypno tic powah . 
(What do they do with the bow ,  now? ) 
Take dat bow out , out o f  de back of  yuh hat , but don ' t - don ' t cut it loo s e ,  

j es '  c u t  d e  hat loose an ' l e t  de bow work out of  dere a s  i t  is . An ' wrap it up 

NAME - WRITE 4 TIMES - WRAP UP IN FLANNEL WITH 
BOW - BLUESTONE - BROWN SUGAR - AND NEAR ABOUT WAIST 

in flannel , an ' write his 
name across  a piece of pa
pah an ' write his name in 
four ways acro ss de piece 

of papah . An ' wrap dat bow up an ' a lit tle 
an ' wear it nex ' tub dere waist , an ' dey ' ll 
kin make him do anythin ' dey want s ' im .  

piece of  blues tone an ' brown sugah 
almos ' have him undah powah dat dey 

(What do you mean wri te his name in four ways ? )  
See , write d e  name j es '  like dis [demons trates ] .  Write it dis way , den dis 

way , den dis way , an ' den dis way . Make two squares out of  it , cross  it like 
[ d emonstrates ] .  

(Like , as if you were playing tick-tack-toe . ) 
Yeah , dat ' s  it . 
(Two lines up and two acros s? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
[ Somewhere I have called his tick-tack-toe des ign a doub le double-cro ss . Split 

this design vertically down the center and you will see what I mean ** • ; ;. J 
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(I  see . ) [ New Orleans . La • •  (828 ) 1 1 21 5 : 3 . ] 
4622 . Take dat little bow out de hat an ' cut it out dere . An ' take an ' put 

it in de bottom of  dey shoe an ' wear i t 1 an ' write his· name nine times . An ' make 

NAME - WRITTEN 9 TIMES - WORN IN SHOE WITH BOW 
him leave . leave his home . He ' ll 
j es '  walk an ' walk. [New Or-

· 

leans . La • •  (1561 ) 1 2858 : 4 . ] 
NAVEL - WORN OVER - A BAG WITH 

BOW - ASAFETIDA - JOHN DE CONKER 
4623 . Dey take dat bow an ' dey 
put it in a bag . Yuh know 1 j es '  
git a p iece of cloth an ' sew it 

up 1 an ' dey p�t dat bow in dere . An ' dey git a piece of asafetadee an ' a piece 
of dis John de Conker root an ' put dat in der e .  An '  make a little bag out o f  it 1 
tie a string on it an ' wear it aroun ' dere stomach or eithah roun ' dere navel 1 
an ' yuh ' ll nevah s tay way from ' em - yuh always come back.  [Mob ile 1 Ala • •  ( 7 01 ) 1 

9 52 : 3 . ] 
NECK - BOW WORN ABOUT 4624 . Dey kin git chure ha t an ' git de bow out of yuh 

hat 1 a woman kin 1 an ' take it an ' wear it on dere neck .  
[The bow is ] j is '  lak a li ' le tie . An ' take i t  an ' keep it u p  in a sack 1  an ' 
dey [ the man ] can ' t fool aroun ' . [Wilmington . N .  Car . 1 (265) 1 260 : 6 . ] 

4625 . Take dat bow out de back a man ' s hat an ' yuh kin take some needles . an ' 
about two- three stran ' s of dere hair an ' wrap it up in dem dere needles . Have 

NEEDLES 9 - STRAND S OF HAIR 3 - BOW 
IN BOTTLE OF PERFUME - IN CORNER SUN HIT S 

dem needles turned all kinda ways 1 
yo ' see . An ' put it in a bottle of 
perfume 1 see 1 an' j es '  . keep it in a 
cornah somewhere .  yuh know 1 where de 

sun kin kinda shine on it . An ' dey tell me - say dat will make ' em  love yuh . 
(You put it so that the sun can shine on it ? )  

Where de sun kin shine on i t  1 yes . Yuh know j es ' in a place - yuh know j es ' 
up on de top of  de house .  Yuh know somewhere in some close place 1 yuh see 1  where 
de sun kin hit it . 

(You put any number of needles 
Yuh put about - ah think it is 

(11 7 7 ) . 199 0 : 4 . ] 
4626 . [The numb er of  the size 

only example 1 though I am certain 

NUMBER OF HAT - BOW - LODESTONE 

in it - any number ? )  
nine needles yuh put i n  der e .  [ Brunswick 1 Ga . • 

of  a hat is rare in hoodoo 1 this could b e  my 
that many men while gamb ling have on the spur 
of the moment used his own or ano ther person ' s 
numb er .  The following rite 1 missed by my 

while checking cylinders . ] 
grain [ground or powdered ] 
Hearts Perfume - wear next 
1560 : 12 . ] 

transcriber . is a penc il abstract o f  mine 
"Take hat bow and the numb er out o f  hat - and put 

lodes tone with it - make a bag - put [ o n  it ] old 
to skin - can ' t quit you . "  [Memphis 1  Tenn • •  ( 9 6 6 ) 1 

4627 . [Perfume - perhaps the most frequently used ingred ient in hoodoo -
surely deserves a margin title for itself ! Usually perfumes are lis ted in HOODOO 

PERFUME 
under brand names . The word bPand name year s ago never had a national 
or interna tional label protected by patent ; it was the name the local 
hoodoo drugstore chose to call the cheapest possible perfume he could 

sell in small quantities for the highest possible pr ices ! Only hoodoo could think 
up John de Conker Co logne - see 4645 . ] 

Take dat little bow in de back of  a man ' s hat an ' put it in a bottle of per
fume [brand name usually given] an ' wear it on yuh an ' dey ' ll stay wit yuh . Dey 
can ' t leave . dey ' ll always b e  wishin ' roun ' yuh . [The meaning here is  either 
wishing always to be round you 1 or always be swishing round you . ] [ Florence . s. 
Car • •  (1308 ) 1 2 21 2 : 1 2 . ] 



2664 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

4628 . Take dat little bow out de back of man hat 1 an ' · she goes tuh work an ' 
buys ' er some co logne 1 yuh know sweet 1  an ' she ' ll ' noint dat [with]  it . An ' 

she ' 11 lodge dat in ' er pillah where she slee}· . Dat 
PILLOW - IN OR UNDER fur as ah know ' bout dat . But dat ' s  good . 

(And that will hold him and make him love her . )  [ Sum
ter 1 S .  Car • •  (1359) 1 2395 : 4 . ] 

4629 . Jes ' lak a woman take yore hat 1 j es '  lak yo ' put chure hat down dis way 
[ probab ly points to my black hat on table] 1 an ' j es '  take de bow out o f  de hat 1  
an ' den dey keep it . Dat will make yo ' love ' em  an ' stay wit ' em . 

(Where do they keep it? ) 
When dey go tuh b ed a t  night dey put it undah de p illah 1 an ' when dey git up 

dey take it out an ' put i t  in a bottle or sompin . [Florence 1 S .  Car . 1 (1296) 1 
219 8 : 4 . ] 

463 0 .  (Do you know how they do that? )  
Well 1 dey take dat bow an ' dey take dat bow away from yuh hat an ' dat thread 

off dat bow . Dey take dat an ' dey sew it up intuh de mattress . An ' af tah dey 
sew it up intuh de mattress 1 dey ' ll git some of  dis here essence of cinnamon . 

PINS 2 - STICK INTO BOW 
DRESS WITH ES SENCE OF CINNAMON 

SEW INTO MATIRES S 

Yuh know 1 de essence of  cinnamon from de drug 
store - from de Crackahj ack Drug Stor e .  
(Yes . ) [ = continue . ] 

Well 1 dey git some of dat an ' dey git two b rass 
pins an ' dey stick intuh dat bow an ' af tah dat 

dey sew it up - evahthin ' intuh de mattress .  An ' dey fix yuh wit dat . 
(What will happen? What does it do to you? ) 
Dey ' ll fix yuh so dat yuh won ' t  nevah b e  no help tuh yuhself  or nobody else . 
(I see . What do they call that s tuf f you get from the drug store? ) 
[A mumbled answer was almo st  unintelligible but it  was essence of ainnamon . 

which may b e  the same thing a s  oiZ of ainnamon (2458- 2459 1 p . 681) . ]  [New 
Orleans 1 La • •  ( 7 9 7 ) 1 1110 : 12 . ] 

4631 . Dey tell me i f  yuh kin git a chance 1  yuh know 1 tuh git ' is hat or any
thin ' lak dat yuh know 1 an ' take it an ' wear it roun ' in yore pocket 1 he come tuh 

like yuh an ' care fo ' yuh an ' DAT ' S DE WAY DIS LOVE COMES ABOUT an ' dat ' s  
POCKET de way yuh gits de girl . 

(What do you wear in your pocket? ) 
Dat bow out de hat . [ Waycross 1 Ga . 1 (1083) 1 17 52 : 8 . ] 

4632 . Yo ' kin git de bow offen de back of a man ' s hat an ' wear it in yore 
pocket or somepin othah 1 i f  yo ' want ' im tuh love . DAT WILL CAUSE ' IM  TUH LOVE 
YO' . [Fayet teville . N .  Car . 1 (1428)  1 257 2 : 4 . ] 

4633 . Dey takes dat bow tuh ketch yo ' .  Dey ties it  up where yuh 
POCKETBOOK can ' t git it 1 prob ' ly carry it in dere pocketbook . An ' she keeps 

dat . Long as she keeps dat 1 why he can ' t git away from ' er .  He ' ll 
love ' er .  [ St .  Peter sburg . Fla • •  ( 9 9 7 ) 1 1613 : 9 . ] 

4634 . Why she �akes de little bow . Ah ' m  goin ' tell yuh whut she do ' s  wit 
dat 1 an ' it ' ll work . If she wanta gain ' er sweetheart .  if he won ' no t ice her 1 

PRIVATE PLACE - PRIVATES - IN 'ER CRUTCH 
BETWEEN DERE CRACK - 'TWEEN 'ER LAIGS 

she gits de lit tle bow outa his hat 
an ' she pins it right ovah - she pins 
it right ovah dere 1 right ovah her 
private place . An ' he ' ll fellah ' er 

all ovah dis worl ' . He cain ' t git shet 
[Wilson . N. Car • •  (14 76) 1 2656 : 4 . ] 

of  ' er until she takes it  outa der e .  

4635 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  �ut i t  in a cloth yo ' know an ' wear it 1 
bow in dere . Take it an ' git chew a piece of  cloth an ' put it on it 
j es '  lak yo '  wear a Kotex between yor e laigs . Ah ' ve heard of dat . 

dat little 
an ' wear it 1 
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(What will tha t do? ) 
Well , dey say dat will make him care fo ' yo ' ,  love yo ' ,  yo ' cain' t git rid o f  

' im . D i s  lit tle b ow .  Ah ' ve heard of dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544) , 2805 : 1 . ] 
4636 . An ' j es '  lak if he ' s  a frien ' of  yores , yo ' kin git  dat little bow out 

of  ' is ha t an ' take hit an ' put it in a ' bacca sack somewhere be tween yore laigs , 
always , an ' he will always be yores . He cain ' t quit chew , he cain ' t leave yo ' 
alone . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 2 7 74 : 12 . ] 

4637 . Dey take da t little bow an ' pin it tuh dere princess slip right ovah 
beneath dere aPaak an ' wear i t  ovah dere an ' he won ' t leave her . He ' ll contin ' ly 
[ cont inually ] s tay dere wi t ' er .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (948 ) , 1528 : 8 . ] 

4638 . De way dey do de love , dey natchly [ na turally ] , de man has sweated 
through de hat . Well any thing da t he has swea ted on , a woman kin take it an ' 
wear it close tuh her privates . An '  she swea t on it , mingled wi t de sweat da t 
he sweat on it , an ' keep dat close ' bout ' er on ' er person an ' dat man should 
love . 

(What else did she do with tha t bow? ) 
She could run ' im crazy wit da t bow , !££, but I don ' t know j es '  how dey run 

it . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 157 5 : 9 . ] --
4639 . Dey take dat bow an ' dey bury dat bow.  Dey takes dat bow an ' dey buries 

it , if a woman gits i t .  Ah guess she musta puts it - wears it in ' tween ' er laigs 
or sompin or o thah like dat [ f irs t ] ,  if she wan ' a  man tuh be crazy about ' er an ' 
j es '  go crazy about ' er .  She takes i t  an ' wears i t  s o  many days right ' tween ' er 
laigs . An ' dey said she takes da t bow an ' she ties it up in a little ole - j es '  
sews it up in somepin an ' she puts it in ' er pocke tb ook an ' she wears it in ' er 
pocketbook . Da t ' s  de way she did . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (605) , 784 : 6 . ] 

4640 . Well , dey takes dat little bow an ' cut it out , an ' dey tie it up in a 
lit tle piece of  rag of  any kin ' . An ' she takes it an ' she takes , wears it right 
up in ' er crutch [ crotch] . An ' yo ' ll become crazy ' bout ' er .  Yo ' can ' t leave 
her , yo ' don ' even wanta see nob ody talk tuh ' er or nuthin . [ S t .  Pe tersburg , 
Fla . , (1009 ) , 1633 : 5 . ] 

4641 . Take de bow outa yore ha t ,  de woman kin . Take de bow outa a man ' s  ha t 
an ' gi t some o f  ' is hair an ' take de seat outa his drawers an ' weah hit . 

Only way she kin do tuh keep ' im ,  yuh know , feed ' im . Take fo ' ins tance ,  her 
monthlies yo ' know . 

(What did she do with this bow? Did you say? How wil l she wear those things? ) 
She weah dem undah - right ' tween ' er la igs . Put ' em in a sack an ' weah dem 

' tween ' er laigs . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042) , 1689 : 2 . ]  
464 2 .  Ah ' ve heard dat a woman could take da t , dat little bow from d e  back o f  

yore ha t ,  an ' take i t  an ' tie i t  up in a rag an ' tote it ' twixt ' er laigs . An ' 
she kin do yo ' anyway in de worl ' she wanta do . Now , dat ' s  whut ah heard about 
da t .  [Florence , s .  Car . , (1311) , 2221 : 9 . ] 

4 643 . Ah heah dat a woman could take da t li ' le bow in de back of a man ' s ha t ,  
an ' wear it ovah her private an ' keep it dere , tuh make a man go wi t ' er .  [ Fay
etteville , N . Car . , (1437 ) ,  2603 : 3 . ] 

4644 . Kin take dat lit tle bow an ' sew i t  up in a piece o f  cloth an ' wear i t  
i n  ' tween dere laigs , an ' dat will make ' em love yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1090) , 

1 7 58 : 1 . ] PUT IT UP IN 'EM - VAGINA 4645 . Dey take da t bow - de wfmmin take dat bow of 
yore hat , see , if dey want chew tuh continue go wit 

' em , can ' t go wi t nobody else . Dey take da t lit tle bow in de hat an ' dey take 
dat bow an ' dey ' ll put it in - yuh know , put it up in ' em , in de hole where a 
man have connec tion wit ' em . Den take dat an ' put i t  in a bot tle . 

(They take i t  out then and put it in a bottle? ) 
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Take it  out an ' put i t  in a bottle , see , an ' put some cologne - John de ConkeP 
Co logne. D is heah cologne , what chew call it? 

(HeaPts Co logne 1 )  
HeaPts Co logne in de b o t tle ' bout half full . Keep i t  s topped up an ' yuh cain ' t 

go wi t nobody else but ' em . [Washington , D . C . , (638 ) , 8 23 : 5 . ]  
4 64 6 .  [Ther e are many ri tes in which one or more subs tances mus t be new , or 

new and used only for that one par ticular time - no t the same rite repeated . Any 
remainder of this sub s tance must be discarded in one 

NEW SUBSTANCE - ONCE ONLY of  various ways . At times a sub stance can be reusa
b le ,  but only in the same kind of rite ; for example , 

HeaPts Co logne , in the following ri te : ] 
Git dat b ow out de back of  ' is hat an ' git  chew some HeaPt Co logne . Dip da t 

bow in HeaPt Co logne an ' yuh take dat b ow an ' yuh wear dat bow . An ' as long as 
yuh wear dat b ow evah wheresomevah yuh goin ' , put dat HeaPts Co logne on it . But 
don ' t use dat fo ' nuthin else but dat HeaPt Co logne. Don ' t use it fo ' nuthin�t 
dat pahticulah [particular ] thing . An '  even in usin ' de salt [ i s  some o ther 
rite ] . 

(Where does the woman wear that b ow? ) 
She kin eithah wear it - j is '  lak she - on ' er b loomahs . Pin dat on ' er 

b loomahs so it  will tetch down nex ' tuh ' er private ; see , wi t a little small 
safety pin . 

Car . , (1351) , 23 : 43 . ] (That will keep him . ) [ Sumter , S . 
464 7 . Take dat b ow outa de inside 

fume on it . An ' yuh take dat bow an ' 
of a man ' s hat an ' yuh put de HeaPts PeP
yuh wrap it  intuh a red silk , a little 

RED SILK - WRAP BOW - HEARTS PERFUME - TOE OF LEFT SHOE 
piece of red silk 
cloth , an ' yuh sew 
dat bow up . An ' yuh 

put dat bow ,  if yuh wanta make a man love yuh an ' s tay wi t yuh too , yuh put dat 
b ow in de toe of  yore lef t shoe an ' yuh wear dat b ow in de toe of yore left shoe . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1116 ) , 1790 : 6 . ] 

4 648 . (What will they do wi th that little b ow? ) 
Well , dey take dat an ' dey to tes it . Dey put i t  in a little bit  of bag , a 

little Durham sack [ Bu l l  DuPham tobacco sack known since the days of rolling 

SACK OR BAG - SWEATBAND BOW AND HAIR IN 
your own cigaret tes ] .  An '  tote dat 
nex ' tuh ' em all de time . Does ' im  
an awful lo t of harm . Put de hair 

wi t it  - an ' de hair , toenails - evahthing dey kin git wit it . Dat j es '  makes 
' im drag aroun ' , drag till he die . Won ' t do ' im  no good an ' nobody else . [ New 

Or leans , La . , (8 24 ) , 1193 : 9 . ]  
SEAM OF CLOTHES - BOW WORN IN 4 649 . (The woman would take that? ) 

Dat lit tle bow outa a man ' s hat , yeah . She kin 
take i t  ou t an ' put it in de ban '  of ' er dr ess - yuh know whut ah mean , in de 

tuh be 
(1028 ) . 

seam of ' er 
a lovah fo ' 
167 3 : 4 . ] 

dress an ' wear i t  dere all de time . An ' dis man would come 
her , an ' wouldn' t love anyone else . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

4650.  Take dat  bow offen a man ' s hat an ' � i t in yore garment , in  de  seam 
nex ' tuh yuh in yore skir t . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1549 ) , 2815 : 8 . ] 

4 651 . Tuh hold ' em ,  take de bow or de band of  a man ' s hat . 
SHOE - BOW WORN IN Yuh could take dat an ' wear it  in de bottom of yore shoe . 

[ To wear a sweatband in the shoe could b e  a prob lem . ] Jis ' 
lak yuh want a sweetheart or tuh hold a man , j is '  when he come tuh yore house yuh 
j is '  take de bow outa his hat an ' put it in de bottom of yore shoe an ' wear it . 
An ' dat ' ll hold ' im . 
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(Either shoe? ) 
Eithah one of yore shoes - yore own shoes . [ Bottom of the shoe usually means 

in the ha l lah = palm = center or middle of the shoe , the article worn being con
cealed under the insole ; and if no insole , a false one is made from paper or 
cardboard - even a c igarette paper can cover the hidden obj ect . ]  [Florence , s. Car . , (13 24 ) 1 2 2 68 : 10 . ] 

465 2 .  She take dat bow out chure hat . Oat ' s  a little bow in yore hat 1 de 
[ sweat ] band o f  yore hat . Chew [ she ] take dat bow out an ' sew it in d e  bottom 
o f  ' er lef ' shoe , an ' when she sew it in de bottom of  ' er lef ' shoe , it ' s  no 
woman in de world kin take yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla • •  (1049) 1 1704 : 2 . ]  

4653 . Git de bow o f  ' is hat an ' put it in yore shoe an ' wear it  in yore shoe . 
Dat will make him love yo ' .  [ Waycross , Ga • •  (107 9 ) 1 1747 : 7 . ] 

4654 . Dey tells me dat yuh take dat bow out an ' put it in yore right shoe an ' 
wear it  in yore right shoe , an ' dey says dat ' ll keep ' im  home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1343 ) . 23 26 : 8 . ] 

4655 . Take dis bow ,  see dat sits back dere in yore hat , an ' put it in yore 
shoe an ' wear dat in yore shoe . Wear dat an ' make love . 

(Who would do that ? )  
A man 1 eithah a woman . Dat whut ah use . Eithah one of ' em .  [ Wilson , N .  

Car . , ( 1466) 1 2651 : 8 . ] 
4656 . Take dat bow an ' wear it in de bottom of  ' er shoe , d e  wimmins do . 
(What does that do? ) 
Well , he love ' er .  He goin ' come tub love ' er an ' he follah ' er roun ' or want 

tub follah ' er roun ' . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (140 2 ) 1 2523 : 12 . ] 
4657 . Take dat bow an ' wear it in d e  bottom of yore shoe . Wear dat bow in de 

bottom of  yore lef ' shoe . Dat ' ll make him crazy about chew . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(1522) . 2 7 15 : 1 . ] 

4658 . Take dat bow an ' make him bring all ' is money home tub yuh . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Jis ' take it out 1 see , an ' put it in yore shoe , de bottom of  yore lef t shoe 

an ' wear it 1 an ' dat ' ll make him bring all ' is money home tub yuh . [Memphis ,  
Tenn . , ( 9 30) 1 1511 : 1 2 . ] MOUTH OR TOE OF SHOE - BOW IN 4659 . A woman kin take dat bow an ' j es '  run yo ' 
crazy wit it . She kin take dat bow an ' she wear 

dat bow in her shoes . She wear dat bow way up in de mouth [ toe ] of 'er shoe , 
dat same little bow whut a man got in ' is hat back dere . 

(That ' s  all she has to  do ? )  
Yes sir . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . 1 (1249) 1 212 2 : 2 . ] 
4660 . Ah heered tell de woman would take d e  bow outa man ' s hat an ' put it up 

in de toe o f  ' er shoes ,  an ' she always keep ' im down underneat ' ' er foot . He be 
dere an' she always keep ' im  down. Ah 1 ve heer 1 d tell of  it . [ Brunswick , Ga • •  
(1201) . 2017 : 5 . ] 

4661 . Take dat bow out of a man ' s  hat an ' put it in de toe of ' er right shoe ,  
an ' wear dat an ' he ' ll always love ' er 1  until dat bow wear s out in ' er shoe . 
[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (154 1) 1 2787 : 6 . ] 

466 2 . Put it in de lef t feeted shoe , right in de heel . Walk on it  an ' he 
won '  be so easy tub leave yuh . He ' ll be awful good tub yuh . 

(This bow from the back of a man ' s hat . )  HEEL OF SHOE - BOW IN De lef t foot of his shoe right in de heel . [ Sumter , s. Car • •  (1384 ) 1 2459 : 13 . ] NEVAH TAKE IT OUT . . .  4663 . Well , dey take de bow out of a man ' s hat an ' 
WEAR IT T ILL YUH LOSE IT wet ' em [ perf ume or urine ] an ' wear it in dey shoe . 

(Either shoe , it doesn ' t make any difference? )  
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Wear it  in de lef ' shoe . An ' nevah take it out , j is '  wear it till yuh lose 
it . An ' dat will make de man stay wit yuh . [Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1390) , 
2998 . ]  

4664 . Git de little bow from yor e  hat . An ' dey supposed tuh take an ' put -
prob ' ly yuh may say a little b lack [ pepper ] or eithah a little salt an ' soda , an ' 
put it in a little small rag , j is '  small as it kin git . An ' take yor e  r ight shoe 

SALT AND SODA OR BLACK PEPPER - BOW - IN SHOE 
off , put it in yore shoe an ' take 
a little piece of thin , yuh may 
say a cigarette papah , an ' plas

tah dat in de bot tom of  yor e  shoe . 
bring fo ' th luck lak dat [in love ] . 
used because shoe is so  old it does 
1536 : 6 . ] 

An ' dey claim dat supposed tuh make love -
[ C igarette paper - dating this rite - is 

not have an insole ! ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (951) , 

4665 . Yuh kin take dat li ' le bow out of  a man ' s hat . Ah ' ve tr ied dat mahself. 
Ah j is '  tried it  on a person tuh see would really [ happ en] . Ah didn ' t care nuthin 

about de fellah . Ah taken 
SHOE - WEAR BOW - 2 DAYS IN RIGHT - 3 DAYS IN LEFT an ' slip de bow out o f  ' is 

hat an ' walks wit it  two 
Dat ' s  five days .  Yuh know in six 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1403) , 
days in mah r ight shoe an ' three in mah lef t . 
days it ' s  broken [he fell in love with her ] . 
2525 : 6 . ]  

4666 . Ah kin tell yo ' ' bout mahs elf , ah have used it . 
Mah husban ' wuz a man , he wuz runnin ' about . Mah husban ' used to make gud on 

evah j ob dat he got on , an ' ah couldn ' t  see where his money went tuh . He wuzn ' t  

SHOE - WEAR BOW IN RIGHT - UNDER BARE FOOT 
BURY SEAT OF HI S DIRTY DRAWERS UNDER STEPS 

givin ' me not a thing . All ah could 
see , he would buy a little groceries . 
He ' d  say he wuz gittin ' two week ' s 
groceries an ' dey wouldn ' t  las t  a 
week . 
An ' a.h took de bow outa his hat - ah 

stole it  out der e  an ' put it undah d e  bottom of mah foo t ,  an ' den put mah s tock
in ' on . An ' af tah den ,  when ah put dat in der e ,  ah took ' is dirty drawahs an ' 
cut de seat out o f  it , an ' ah buried it undah de step where he walked in at . He 
nevah did stay home, an ' af tah ah did dat - ah did dat j es '  lak today , an ' ah 
didn ' t know whut it ' twas fo ' him tuh come in de early part o f  de night . His 
early part would be one aclock;  if not dat , all night . Af tah ah done dat lak 
today , he went ag ' in .  When h e  come in d e  night , h e  nevah took time hardly tuh 
eat . He went out dat night . So af tah dinnah - he commence comin ' in den,  an ' 
ah j es '  got tired of  ' im  stayin ' home . He stayed home so much an ' he wuz so nice 
to me - he ' d  b r ing me his check den to have it cashed ; if no t dat , he ' d  tell me 
tuh meet ' im tuh de Union Station , goin ' wit ' im  an ' havin ' ' is check cashed . 
An ' he done s o  nice an ' we stayed home so much , dat ah couldn ' t turn . Ah went 
back an ' dug it up fo ' him tuh go some , an ' took de bow out from undah mah shoe . 
Dat ' s  whut ah done . 

(What sho e  did you wear it in? ) 
In mah r ight shoe . 
(Didn ' t do anything el se with it?  Anything ? )  
Didn ' t do anything else to it . [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 7 2 ) , 2 15 2 : 2 . ]  
4667 . If a woman wants a man an ' she cain ' t git ' im , she ' ll take de bow out 

of ' is hat lak when he ' s  settin ' on top of sompin , settin ' ovah heah . An ' she 

SILK HANDKERCHIEF ABOUT BOW - TALCUM POWDER - UNDER HEART 
j i s ' , she ' ll take dat 
bow out of  it . An ' 
when she takes dat 
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b ow out , she j is '  takes an ' g i t s  talcum powdah , yuh know . An ' she take an ' satu
rate dat bow in dat powdah , an ' she take an ' wrap it up in a thin silk han ' ke ' 
ch ' ef ,  an ' she wear it right up undah her hear t an ' save it . An ' dey says dat 
he ' ll go crazy ' b out ' er .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1412 ) , 2 538 : 1 . ] 

4 6 68 . Take dat bow an ' git 
SILVER D IME - BOW ABOUT - IN STOCKING UNDER GARTER a silvah dime an ' wrap dat 

bow aroun ' dat silvah dime , 
an ' wear it undah yore gartah in yore stockin ' yuh know , an ' dey say dat ' ll make 
a man give yuh money . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 22) , 149 2 : 9 . ] 

4 6 69 . A woman kin take dat bow if she wants de man tuh 
SKIN - NEXT TO THEIR be crazy ' bout ' er ,  an ' don ' t want ' im tuh mess wit no 

mo ' wtmmins - j is '  fellah her . She kin take dat bow an ' 
sew it  up in a little rag an ' wear it nex ' tuh her meat an ' he nevah will fellah 
no one but ' er .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1110 ) , 178 3 : 9 . ] 

4 670 . If any individual take dat , dis little bow right dah outa yore ha t -
take dat out an ' wear dat anywheres nex ' tuh ' em . Put it in somp in othah an ' 
wear it nex ' tuh dere skin . Prob ' ly be in dere pocket right nex ' tuh dere skin . 
An ' dat brings ' em  controllin ' powah ovah yuh . DEY HAS DE DISADVANTAGE OF YUH 
all de time . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1046) , 1702 : 2 . ]  

4 6 71 . Yuh take de bow out o f  a man ' s hat an ' carry it home an ' put it in 
matchbox an ' put it undah yore haid , an ' dey say dat will make ' em love yo ' .  

SLEEP ON BOW 
IN MATCHBOX 

[ I  stopped machine too soon and had to add : ]  
(You said sleep on it . )  
[The matchb ox ,  a cof f in symbol (conf inement ) and the match , a 
sexual one - a frequent comb ination in HOODOO - explain them

selves . ]  [Wilson , N. Car . , (1469 ) , 2652 : 10 . ] 
4 6 7 2 .  Ah heard dat yuh kin take dat little bow an ' take i t  an ' sleep o n  it . 

An ' af tah yuh git through sleepin ' on it - yuh heah whut ah say? Yuh take it 
out an ' yuh wrap it up an ' yuh put it in yor e  shoe an ' yuh walk on it . Yuh see , 
yuh walk on it fo ' a length of  time an ' dat makes d e  man crazy ' bout chew . 

(You put that in your shoe? ) 
SLEEPING ON BOW - THEN WEAR IN SHOE In yore left shoe . 

[ Yuh heah whut ah say ? in s ome form or 
other occur s of ten in HOODOO , b ecause I was not supposed to hear well . Call this 
an unfair ruse , if you like , but I of ten had troub le with people talking too low 
or too fast for my comprehens ion , hand over mouth , mumb ling , occas ionally s tut
ter ing , dialect , unknown plants and animals , etc . ] [ New Orleans , La . ,  (1558 ) , 
2837 : 7 . ]  

4 6 7 3 .  (How do you do that ? )  
About de hatban ' dat yuh use . Yuh ast [ a sked ] me ' bout de hatb an ' a minute 

ago . Yuh take de per son dat yuh have de name out of de ha t - dat little bow-like 
in de hat ?  An ' yuh go tuh de b ird ' s  nes ' . LET IT BE DE SPARRAH ' S  NES ' ,  WHICH IF 

IT ' S  A SPARRAH ' S NES ' 1 DE SPARRAHS USE DE SAME 
SPARROW NEST - BOW - HEADACHE NEST ALL DE YEAH ROUN ' . BUT A BLUEB IRD CHANGES 

' IS NES ' , AN '  ALSO A PIGEON. Af tah a pigeon has 
used ' is nest ,  de pigeon tears de nes ' up an ' makes a fresh nes t ,  but a sparrah 
use de same nes ' . As long as de sparrah use de same nest , de person will con
tinue tuh have de headache , if yuh put dis bow of  de hat intuh de sparrah ' s  nes ' . 

(Just go to the sparrow ' s ne st and put the bow into the nest? ) 
Jis ' put de b ow intuh de nes ' . Dat ' s  all . An ' yuh could cons tantly happen 

tuh have a headache . But if - YUH KIN TRY IT YUHSELF SOMETIME OR EITHAH HAVE 
SOMEBODY EXPERIMENT IT FO ' YUH . AN '  WHENEVAH YUH REMOVE DAT OUT OF DERE , DE 
HEADACHE WILL BE BROKEN . BUT YUH KINNOT BREAK DAT HEADACHE BY BURNIN ' CANDLES 
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OR ANYTHING . DAT NES 1 HAS TUH BE TORN UP ,  EITHAH DE BOW TAKEN OUTA DE NES 1 • 
Eithah one o f  d e  two will s top d e  headache , but nuthin els e .  An ' ah betcha , 
becuz mah grandmothah tried it on ' er own daughter , mah sistah . [The latter 
relationship frequently happened , the sister being the mother whose child 
( informant ' s ) was brought up as the grandmother ' s . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 64 ) , 
1 3 94 : 6 . ] 

4 6 74 . Yuh could use yore ahambeP lye an ' dat ' ll 
yuh ahambeP lye befo ' yuh speak tuh anyone early in 

cause ' im tuh love yuh . Take 
de mawnin ' an ' yuh dampen dat 

little bow an ' wear 
SPEAKING : BEFORE SPEAKING IN MORNING - URINE - BOW - SHOE it . Wear it in yore 

right-foot shoe.  Dat 
will caus e de man tuh love yuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (93 7 ) , 1516 : 10 . ] 

4675 . Take d e  bow out ' is hat an ' dat insole of  yore sho e ,  an ' put dat bow 
right up undah d ere . Take a pinch of sulphur an ' put it down in d ere . Ah guar
antee yuh dat boy goin ' stay right by yuh cuz ah ' ve tried dat mahself . 

SULPHUR - DRESSING FOR BOW UNDER INSOLE 
(Just put this bow in your shoe . Eith
er shoe? ) 
Yessuh , eithah shoe.  

(And put a little sulphur with it . Put it up under that inner sole? ) 
Yessuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1511 ) , 2678 : 7 . ] 
4 6 7 6 . Well , yuh take dis little bow dat ' s right in de back of man ' �  hat . 

Dat ' s  d e  little bow right dere [ d emons trates ] .  Yuh take dat an ' take it an ' put 

SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER - BOW IN BOTTLE OF 
SEWED UP IN POCKET OF HER BLOOMERS 

it in a bottle of sweet spirits of 
nitah , an ' take an ' shake it up good . 
An ' d en take it , an ' yuh know dese  
women dey got  a pocket or somep in in 

some of d ere bloomahs , yuh know . Take it an ' put it in dat pocket an ' sew dat 
pocket up an ' weah in dere.  An ' d ey say d ey nevah will go wit anothah woman . 
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1413 ) , 2540 : 7 . ] 

4 67 7 .  De bow an ' a dirty sock - out de hat an ' ' is dirty sock ,  lef ' foot 
sock.  An ' git some Eve-an ' -Adam [Adam-and-Eve ] , some High John de Conkah , some 

3 INGREDIENTS 
(1)  ADAM-AND-EVE - HIGH JOHN DE CONKER - WVE POWDERS 

IN BOW AND LEFT DIRTY SOCK - WISH WHILE ROLLING TO YOU 
SLEEP ON IN PILLOW OR MATTRESS 

love powdahs , 
an ' roll ' em  to 
yuh . Make yore 
wishes as yuh 
roll ' em . Den 

put i t  in yore pillah or in yore mattress ,  de woman , 
stay d ere . [Norfolk , Va . , (48 6) , 51 7 : 3 . ] 

yuh take it an ' 
an ' sleep on it an ' he ' ll 

4 6 7 8 . Yuh kin take dat little bow out of ' is hat an ' put i� in some blues tone 
an ' sugah an ' burn it in de lamp fo ' nine days , an ' dat changes ' is min ' . I t ' ll 

( 2 )  BOW - BLUESTONE - SUGAR : BURN IN LAMP 9 DAYS 

( 3 )  HI S SEMEN - JOCKEY CLUB - LODESTONE : RED FLANNEL 

[mind will ] stay right 
on yuh , see .  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 7 5 9 ) , 154 2 : 8 . ] 
4679 . Dey take a piece 
of red flannen an ' a 

piece - an ' d ey take his intahco ' se [ semen ]  an ' dat Joakey Club PePfume an ' puts 
it in dat red flannen , an ' a piece of lodestone in it , an ' d ey wrap it . Dey make 
it [ package ]  flat , tight enough tuh go inside of dat bow . See ,  it go inside of 
dat bow ,  an ' when it git in dat bow ,  dat will tPiak dem right d ere . He cain ' t 
git rid of  ' er .  

(She will put that in the bow o f  the hat and tie i t  back in the hat? )  
Yessuh , take an ' sew it back on dere.  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1530 ) , 2 73 7 : 4 . ] 
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4 680 . Yuh [ she ] take dat bow ,  an ' applyin ' oil of verbena wit dat bow,  she 
kin put some sugah wit dat bow an ' she kin put some sweet spirit of nitah wit 

dat bow .  An ' put tin ' 
(4 ) OIL OF VERBENA - SUGAR - SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER it in a little bag , 

see , an ' wearin ' it 
roun ' ' er waist or anywhere near tuh her skin , an ' she ' ll have him j is '  lak she 
wanta . Ah mean anythin ' dat she do , regardle s s  of whut dey tell ' im ,  he will 
take her s tatement fo ' it . [New Orleans , La . , (1560) , 2853 : 6 . ] 

4 681 . Dis little bow here [demons trates ] dat ah ' ve got ' im  mah hat chere ,  a 
woman kin take dis  bow an ' - an ' take it an ' put s ame peppah in it an ' salt an ' 

some incens e ,  an ' take it  an ' 
(5 )  PEPPER - SALT - INCENSE : BURY ON NEW MOON bury it , yuh see . An ' bury 

dis bow accordin ' tuh de moon . 
But she gotta bury d e  b ow when d e  moon i s  young . An '  a s  de moon go down , d e  old
ah it git , de more it take effect on me . Ah ' d  git a misery in mah head , yuh see , 
until de moon go down . When de moon go down in darkne s s , well ah ' m  certain tuh 
lose mah memory . Do yuh hear ? [My hear ing is supposed to b e  weak . ] 

( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1399 : 9 . ] 
4 68 2 .  Dey kin take dat , take dat bow from mah hat , if anybody git holt o f  it , 

lak dat [ shows his hat ] . Yuh see , dere it ' s  hot now . Yuh see ah ' m  sweatin ' . 
Sit down dere , yuh undahs tan ' ,  an ' takin ' a 

TREE - HAT BOW SWEAT INTO HOLE IN knife an ' scrape it outa dere , j is '  lak dat , 
an ' take all dat dirt an ' sweat out of dere 

tuhgethah , an ' git it outa dere till dey git quite a nice b ladeful . Git about a 
knifeb ladeful out de bow of de hat , yuh undahs tan ' .  An ' yuh take dat an ' yuh go 
tuh work , yuh undahs tan ' ,  an ' go tuh a tree an ' dig s  yuh a hole in dere . Gits 
yuh samepin othah tuh gouge yuh a hole in dat tree lak dat dere . An ' den take 
dat knife an ' wipe dat thing off on a li ' le piece of rag , an ' take an ' shove it 
back in d ere . An ' git chew a stoppah , make yuh a peg tuh fit dat hole an ' drive 
it in dere . Drive it in d ere tight j is '  lak dat . Yuh kill ' em , bash it � hit 
ovah ' is haid . 

(That  gives him a bad headache and kills him? ) 
Kill ' im .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 2596 : 1 . ] 
4 683 . Dat little bow in d e  back of a man ' s hat , take dat an ' go tuh a green 

pine tree an ' bo ' a hole wi t a augah , an ' drive it wit sompin back dere tight . 
It  will run ' im crazy . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1043) , 1692 : 4 . ] 

4 684 . [ "Hat bow - take new nail - nail up in right side of tree - run him 
away or go crazy . "  [Author ' s  note  from untranscrib ed cylinder . ]  (Memphis ,  
Tenn . , ( 9 6 9 ) , 1568 : 11 . ] 

4 685 . (Dey take that bow from the back of a man ' s hat and do what with i t ? ) 
An ' tack it on a tree an ' git some of yore haiP an ' tack it right on de end 

o f  dat bow ,  an ' put dat hair on dere . When dat hair go all d e  way roun ' dat 
tree , it ' ll meet back to dat bow .  Den yuh ' ll go crazy . 

(They have to go to the 
TREE - HAIR TACKED TO BOW ON TREE GROWS - CIRCLING tree with the bow and have 

same hair in [ on the end 
of ] the bow .  Then that hair grows all the way round the tree? ) 

All d e  way roun ' d e  tree . 
[For d etached human hair to cont inue growing under all sor t s  of conditions , 

see examples a t  the b eginning of long section �IR . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (933) , 
1513 : 14 . ] 

4686 . Take hit an ' put it  - yuh know ahambeP lye - put it in ahambeP lye ,  dis 
lit tle bow .  An ' keep it in dat ahambeP lye an ' dis man go crazy ovah dat woman . 
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He cain ' t quit  ' er fo ' no o thah woman in de worl ' . 
(Who se ahambeP lye does she put that bow in? ) 

URINE - KEEP BOW IN Put it in ' ers - ' er ahambeP lye . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1093) , 
1 7 60 : 12 . ] 
4687 . Well , ah ' ve heard dey take dat li ' le bow out de hat 

an ' put it in de bottom of yore shoe , an ' keep it wet wit ahambeP lye , yore aham
beP lye , an ' j is ' wear it in de bottom of 

URINE - FED TO BOW - WORN IN SHOE yore shoe , twixt de sole an ' yore foot . 
(What will that do? ) 

Dat will keep a man home ; he won ' t leave ' er .  She ' s lyin ' onto [ she can rely on] 
him all de time . 

(Either shoe? ) 
No , de left shoe . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414 ) , 2 544 . ] 
4 688 . Takes dat an ' soaks it in ahambeP lye , d e  bow from de back of man ' s 

hat . Soaks it in ahambeP lye an ' put s  it  in d e  bottom o f  ' er sho e .  She got de 
man . Evahwhere she go , he ' s  fe llahin ' ' er .  

( She can wear i t  in either shoe? ) 
Either shoe . J is ' d e  innah so le yuh know , take dat out an ' soak it in ahambeP 

lye , eithah put ahambeP lye in dere an ' put de innah sole down ovah it , an ' he 
f ellah her evahwhere she wants tub go . 

(Whose ahambeP lye does she put in there? ) 
Hers . She use her own ahambeP lye . 
( She puts that in the man ' s  shoe? ) 
[My ques t ion or s tatement shows me napping , caught by the words he fo l lah heP , 

I momentarily forgetting what went before . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1459) , 2649 : 4 . ] 
4 689 . Now ah heard ' em say about dat little bow - ah always caution mah boys 

about dat bow .  Ah don' t know whut dey kin do , but ah heard ' em say dat dey take 
dat bow.  In  fac t a ole wumman tole 

URINE - HEARTS COLOGNE - DRESSING FOR BOW me dat . Say , yuh take dat bow an ' 
rip up dat thin sole [ insole] in yore 

shoes an ' put dat bow undah d er e .  An ' yuh know , j is ' keep it perfumed wit d is 
ole HeaPts Cologne an ' keep dat - put chure ahambeP lye , put chure pee on dat , 
an ' keep dat bow in dere , in de bottom of  yore shoe . An ' dey say , dat boy or man 
can ' t leave yuh tub save his lif e .  Say , he j is ' can ' t go off . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  
(1148) , 18 7 1 : 3 . ] 

4 690 . D ey tell me yuh take dat bow out dat hat an ' puts  HeaPts Cologne on it  
an ' a little of yore ahambeP lye . An' put it  in  a flannen rag an ' wear it  right 
nex ' tub yore flesh . Say dat will make a man love yuh . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (107 7 ) , 
1744 : 2 . ] 

4691 . Take dat bow out of  a man ' s hat , like dey take dis bow heah [ demon
s trates ] . Well , d ey kin take dat bow - a woman kin git dat bow out ' is hat .  She 
take an ' put it in some ahambah watah an ' she put some HeaPts Cologne on dere . 
Well , if she kin git  dat bow back in yore hat wit ' out chure knowin ' it , dat will 
make yuh fall in love , really in love wit ' er .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 1188 ) , 2003 . ] 

4 69 2 .  [ Take hat bow ,  buy HeaPts 
URINE 1/ 2 - H�RTS PERFUME 1/ 2 - WEAR 9 DAYS PePfume , pour 1 / 2  out , but don ' t  

use foP anything e lse , f ill rest 
of  bot tle with urine , wear 9 days and keep . (Authors ab s trac t of informant 
mis sed by transcriber ) . ]  [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 9 6 2 ) , 1551 : 3 . ] 

4693 . (A woman does 
URINATE - ON BOW IN FLANNEL - TIE UP AND DOWN OVER NAVEL what? ) 

She take dat bow ,  yuh 
know, an ' she ' ll tie i t  in a piece of flannel , yuh undahstan ' ,  an ' she ' ll take it 
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an ' she ' ll urinate on i t 1 an ' take it an ' tie it aroun ' ' er wai s t , an ' she kin 
keep it right straight up an ' down ' er navel-like . Dat would keep - don ' t keer 
where yuh go or whut yuh do 1 yuh min ' will be back dere on ' er all de t ime .  S ee? 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , (606) 1 7 85 : 5 . ] 

4 694 . Take dat lit tle bow right out de back of yore head [ ha t ]  an ' dey ' ll 
take it an ' tie - a woman will take it an ' when she tie it up 1 she take it an ' 

she ' ll put it right in ' er 
URINE - THROW EVERY MORNING - ON BOW UNDER DOORSTEP bloomahs an ' wear it . Wear 

it right dere right close 
up tuh ' er 1  nex ' tuh ' er .  An ' when she git t i ' ed o f  wearin ' it 1 she ' ll take it 
tuh ' er do ' s t ep an ' she ' ll bury it . An' evah mawnin ' she ' ll go out dere an ' 
she ' ll throw chamber Zye on it . An ' i t  won ' t b e  mo ' dan three weeks b efo ' yuh ' ll 
go crazy . 

(And she wears that long as she want s you , and when she doesn ' t  want you , 
she ' ll bury it under the door . )  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 9 ) 1 7 7 7 : 5 . ] 

4 69 5 . Take dat little bow an ' make anyone love yuh . Yuh could take dat an ' 
put it in de toe of  a sock an ' take a dime an ' put it in dere . An ' yuh fold i t  

URINATE EVERY MORNING - O N  D IME AND BOW I N  SOCK 
WRAPPED TOE-TOWARDS-HOUSE AND BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 

dis way [ demons trates ] .  
Yuh j is '  fold it dat way 
an ' den yuh fold de toe 
dat way,  comin ' in de 

house , an ' den bury it up undah yore do ' s t ep 1  yuh undahstan ' ,  an ' den take a 
leak on i t  evah mawnin ' .  An ' ah guarantee dey won ' t leave yuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 5 6 ) , 154 0 : 8 . ] 

4 69 6 .  Take dat li ' le bow i n  d e  back o f  a man ' s hat an ' take an ' put sulphur 
on it an ' wear it [ in a bag - Bee Zater] nex ' tuh yuh - right tuh yore heart . 

URINATE 9 MORNINGS ON BOW-SULPHUR BAG OVER HEART 
An ' dey say da t will bring ' im  
back tuh yuh , make him love 
yuh . An ' den yuh take an ' 

urinate on i t  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' put it back 
reckon about de size of dis box [box of matches 
Put it in dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

in dat - have a little bag ah 
I had on interviewing table ] . 

(After you put that sulphur on there . )  
Yuh put de sulphur on dere an ' yuh let it stay lak tonight . Well , de nex ' 

mawnin ' yuh start [ to urinate on bow] fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  evah mawnin ' ,  an ' den 
put it back in dat bag . An ' den dat will make him love yuh . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  

Car . 1 (1419a) 1 2556 : 10 . ] 
WAIST - BOW WORN ABOUT 4 6 9 7 . Ah heard dat if yuh take dat little bow out of  

de hat ,  de wimmins [ take it ] , an ' dey take it an ' dey 
wear it aroun ' dere waist - on aroun ' dem, wheresomevah she may keep it all de 
time .  Dat will cuz de man tuh love her . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 983 ) 1 1590 : 12 . ] 

4 69 8 . Say dey could take dat bow out de back of a man ' s hat an ' wear it 
aroun ' dere wai s t , an ' dat would make yuh love ' em . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , 
(13 98) , 2517 : 9 . ]  

4 6 9 9 . Yuh kin take it an ' tie it roun ' yore wais t an ' dere mind will stay 
on yuh all de time . Yuh kin take de bow outa anybody ' s  hat 1 or eithah de band . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1134 ) 1 184 2 : 2 . ]  

4 7 00 .  Take dat little bow out o f  
roun ' dere wais t an ' da  t make d e  man 

WAIST - BOW TIED ABOUT - WITH RIBBON 

wais t .  Wheresomevah she goes , he ' ll 

a man ' s hat an ' pu t i t  into a bag . Wear it 
j ealou s . [Waycross  1 Ga . 1 (1105 ) 1 17 7 9 : 6 . ] 

4 7 01 .  A woman kin take de bow out o f  a 
man ' s hat an ' tie it aroun ' ' er waist -
put it in a ribbon an ' tie it aroun ' ' er 

go wit ' er .  He will fellah ' er .  [ Fayet te-
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ville , N .  Car . , (140 7 ) , 2528 : 9 . ]  
4702 . Dat little bow inside of ' is hat?  If a p erson git  da t bow,  provided 

yuh [ can ] git yuh han ' on it , well yuh goin '  tuh take dat . An ' if yuh take it 
tuh yuh hous e - an ' yuh CUT A HOLE IN DE WALL an ' put 

WALL - CRACK OR HOLE IN dat in der e . But yuh ' ll have tuh put a card [ paste-
board ] stoppah in dere . Yuh put a card stoppah in 

dere or yuh put a co rk stoppah in dere , an ' it will kill de p erson , kill ' im 
dead . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 6 ) , 15 7 9 : 12 . ] 

WATER THAT RUNS 4703 . Well , d ey kin take dat bow an ' d ey kin put it in a p i ece 
of  cloth , anythin ' dey wanta put it  in . Take da t bow an ' carry 

it to runnin ' watah an ' dey kin throw it in dat . Long as dat bow stay in dat 
runnin ' watah , yuh will b e  runnin ' .  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2 2 91 : 6 . ] 

4 704 . Ah ' ve heard - j is '  lak dat little bow dat be  in de back of yore hat 
back heah - ah ' ve heard dat dey take hit out an ' put it in runnin ' watah an ' 
make folkses leave home . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1060) , 1719 : 17 . ]  

4705 . Well dey say d ey takes dat bow .  Take dat bow out 
Hearts Co logne . Aftah d ey put it in Hearts Co logne , git it 

an ' d ey puts dat in 
in somep in airtight 

where no watah 
WATER RUNNING - BOW AND HEARTS COLOGNE AIRTIGHTED - THROWN INTO 

OVER LEFT SHOULDER - WISH - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
cain ' t  git in 
it . Dey put 
it [ in ]  sompin 

lak a rivah da t ' s  runnin ' an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah , make yore wish 
an ' walk away from it an ' don ' t  look back . Dey say dey ' ll go crazy . 

(That is to make tha t person go crazy? Who owned the ha t that the bow came 
from? ) 

Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1420) , 2560 : 3 . ] 
4 7 06 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew kin take de bow out of  a man ' s  hat an ' put it in 

runnin ' watah , an ' den wear it in yore shoe an ' yuh won ' t  have much trouble git

WATER RUNNING - BOW HELD IN - THEN WORN IN SHOE 

Yes , an ' put it in runnin ' watah . Firs ' , git it , 
take it out an ' put it in yore shoe an ' wear it . 

(Do you put i t  in ei ther shoe? ) 
Eithah one . 
(That ' s  to get rid of him? ) 

tin '  rid of  ' im .  Ah heard dat . 
(You take this bow from his hat 
and put it in running water? ) 
j is '  hold it in dere , an ' den 

No , dat ' s  tuh make him love yuh . 
warning of what could happ en to him? 
cross , Ga . ,  (1061) , 17 20 : 7 . ] 

[ Is holding it in running water a thr eat or 
Or is it a purification ceremony? ] [Way-

4707 . Dey take dat little bow out chure hat an ' carry it an ' put it down to 
de edge of de rivah an ' tie it wit a string , an ' j is '  like dat watah is raisin ' 

WATER RUNNING - BOW TIED IN - HEAD RISES OR FALLS WITH TIDE 
dat bow in da t hat , 
dat de way yuh hair 
will be raisin ' , 

long a s  somebody don ' t  git dat bow .  Yuh will be  sick in yuh haid an ' yuh wouldn ' t  
nevah come tuh yuh right s enses no mo ' .  But de sweatban ' of yuh hat is j is '  like 
dat , j is '  about de same [you can do the sweatband the same way ] . [ Charles ton , S .  
Car . , (520)  , 620 : 8 . ] 

4 708 . Yuh take de little bow .  Yuh take de little bow an ' , if they kin git 
i t  out of dere j is '  as it ' s  in , dey take dat bow an ' d ey ' ll make what chew call 
a twist. Yuh s e e , if dey kin twist it like d ey want , tuh keep from tyin ' it , 
dey ' ll twist it . An ' if dey kin git de edges , de ends , de way dey want it , d ey 
take dem ends an ' dey twists unt il dey cut - till dat end is j is '  as thin as one 
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stran ' of  yore hair , j is '  by twisting it , but it ' ll b e  locked. [ The weave of the 
bow will still be there , twisted into one thin string . ] It ' ll be locked an ' yuh 

WATER RUNNING - TWISTED BOW - STICK THROUGH HOLE IN 
STRING ON EACH END - LOWER STICK EACH DAY INTO WATER 

twist  t ill it gits thin as 
one s tran ' of yore hair . 
Now , if  yuh leave [ you do 
leave]  a hole in between , 

see [demonstrates ] .  Now, yuh leave dat hole in between dere an ' yuh take an ' yuh 
git yuh a stick , an ' yuh cut dat stick as roun ' as yuh kin an ' yuh put dat hair 
[ twis ted bow] on dat s t ick . When yuh put dat hair [ twisted bow] on dat s tick , 
yuh put it  in de c entah of d e  s t ick.  Put dat hair [ twisted bow] in de c entah of 
dat s t ick an ' carry it tub where dey got runnin '  watah , an ' yuh take an ' yuh 
hang - yuh git chew a s tring an ' yuh put it on each end of de stick an ' yuh let 
it hang in dat runnin ' watah , but don ' t s ink ,  yuh see . Evah day yuh go dere , 
evah twenty-fa ' hours , see , yuh go dere . When yuh go , yuh let down on dat ,  see . 
Yuh let it down evah t ime - evah twenty-fa ' hours yuh go an ' yuh let i t  down 
until de length of yor e  thread would give out , which would be about two feets of 
string dat yuh would have on each end of de stick.  See . An '  when dat thread give out , yuh see , yuh go an ' yuh g ive de same party dat 
yuh got dere hair [ twisted bow] you git dem1 an ' yuh carry ' em  j is '  about two 
blocks tub dis  runnin ' watah . See . Well , when yuh carry dem de two blocks tub 
d is runnin ' watah where yuh got dere hair at  - see , dey goin ' tub go wit chew 
all right , dey ' ll have good intent ions . Dey ' ll go , but when d ey git j is '  about 
two blocks from dere , dey ain ' t goin ' tub go . Dis par ty ,  dey goin ' tub turn 
aroun ' an ' come back.  See . Now , when dey come back,  yuh know yuh got ' em  den .  
Dey goin ' tub come back . Don ' t beg ' em , don ' t force ' em  tub g o  a t  all . If dey 
want tub come back, let ' em  come back, but d ey goin ' tub come back dere own indi
vidual s elf . Dey ' ll come back demself tub see what it ' s  all about . Dey ' ll j is '  
have - yuh want tub lead ' em tub come back , see . An ' dey ' ll go dere an ' dey ' ll 
set . Set  right dere an ' dey goin ' tub wondah maybe fo ' days an ' days , j is '  s tay 
d ere wit ' out nuthin tub eat or nuthin 1 maybe prob ' ly sleep . P eople will be won
dahin ' where dey at , wondahin ' what ' s  d e  ma t tah , t ellin ' ' em  dey ' re makin ' a 
tramp of yor es elf an ' all sech things as  dat 1 but dey won ' t know what it ' s  all 
about , see.  But d ey ' ll stay dere a s  long as  dat hair is  dere an ' until he die . 
He would not move from dere - starve tub death .  

[ I  stop recording t o  ask a ques tion or two , then s tart machine again . ] 
I ' m got it on a s t ick . 
(The little bow from the hat ? ) 
Yes , I ' m got it on a stick,  see . 
(What about the hair ? )  
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(Talking about the hair and the bow? ) 
I ' m got it wrapped up on de s t ick , yuh 

got a hole in dere an ' I ' m  got de stick . 
(Yes . )  

see , de hair an ' d e  bow .  

see . I ' m g o t  i t  wrapped u p  an ' I ' m 
Yuh see here? 

I ' m got dat s t ick ' tween dat dataway an ' I ' ve thread on each end of  it - j is '  
about two [ f eet on each end ] . 

(You ' ve got hair in that bow? ) 
I ' m got d e  hair in dere . 
(Oh ! ) 
Yes . 
(And d id you put a hole in the s t ick or did you split  the st ick? ) 
De  s t ick is not split , I ' m only got de s t ick.  Yuh see like dis here ridge in 

mah fingah [ d emons trates ] .  I ' m  got de stick . I only got a ridge [groove] J!!: 
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all de way round it da taway . 
(I see . ) 

An ' I ' m got thread on each end o f  it . See [demo nstrates ] .  on each end I ' m go t 
j is '  about two f eets of thread - on each end of de stick . 

(And you hold the stick over the water and it swing s ?  You hold it and it 
swing s over the water ? )  

Yes . j is '  let i t  swing . But evah twenty-fa '  hour s . evah twenty-fa ' hour s . go 
dere an ' lowah it down until de two yards - or rathah de fo ' yards of thread is 
g ived out . Undahstan ' ?  

( I  see . YOU HAVE THIS BOW WRAPPED AROUND THAT STICK THEN? THAT YOU LOWERED 
DOWN IN THE WATER? )  

Yes . sir . 
( I  see . ) 
[ This informant is no t lying . he has a confused mind - often from long add ic

t ion to alcohol . Ver s ions of this rite - lowering or f loat ing obj ec ts  in running 
wat er - occur elsewhere in HOODOO . ]  [ New Orleans . La • •  (8 3 2 ) . 1242 : 2 . ] 

4709 . She likes yuh very much an ' she want s tuh Keep yuh . Well . she takes 
dat bow out see . an ' she puts dat in a rag . She put s it in ' er mattress an ' 

keeps it . She do dat 
WATER - TO CRO S S  RUNNING - GIVE S TRICKED PERSON HEADACHE in ordah tuh keep yuh . 

An ' if yuh go away 
from ' er .  evah time yuh g o  tuh go acro ss watah . why it wil l  cuz yore head tuh 
have an ache in yor e head all de t ime .  

[ That hat b ow  contains a part o f  the man ' s spirit and therefore his whole 
spirit (see HOODOO p . 21) . A spirit canno t cro ss wat er (see FAC I .  2nd ed • •  p . 754 . 
and s everal places in HOODOO) . ]  

(If you go acro ss wat er . you will g et a headache ; then . while she has this 
bow t ied up in the mat tress . you will come back to her . )  [ S t . Petersburg . Fla • •  
(1025 ) .  165 9 : 7 . ] 

4 7 1 0 .  Lo tta things dey kin do wit dat . too . Dat little bow right in heah . 
right dere [demonstrates ] .  dey kin take dat an ' git chure sweat [ in the bow] . 

Dey kin take dat . dat sweat . an ' 
WHI SKEY - FEED TO BOW IN SACK - THROW AWAY dey kin - git chew a little sack 

an ' sew dat up in der e .  An ' take 
same moonshine likkah an ' j is '  keep dampened ovah - j is '  wet it wit dat an ' throw 
it away . An ' dey tell me dat will run yuh crazy . 

(Keep it dampened with moonshine l iquor . And they throw it away? )  
Throw i t  away . 
(That makes you lo s e  your mind . ) [ St .  Petersburg . Fla • •  (1019) . 1649 : 10 . ] 
4 7 1 1 . She take de bow outa a man ' s  hat an ' she takes an ' put it in a small 

bottle . yuh undahs tan ' .  An ' she take dat b o t t le . yuh undahs tan ' •  an ' takes some 
whiskey an ' po ' in dere on it 

WHI SKEY - FED EACH MONTH - TO BOW-IN-BOTTLE RAND roun ' about every month . see 
[ feeding this hand - see 

p . 578 ] . AN' BOY . he ' ll j is '  b e  worried af tah her all de time . 
[HERE A BLACK PERSON CALLS A WHITE PERSON . "BOY . " ]  
(What would she do with that bot tle? ) 
Well . she ' ll take dat bottle up dere yuh know . an ' she keep dat bot tle an ' 

feed it all de t ime .  [ Wilson . N .  Car • •  ( 148 7 ) . 2660 : 19 . ] 
4712 . Take dat bow an ' yuh 

WHISKEY THAT ' S  RED - SP ICE - SULPHUR: 3 INGREDIENT S g i t  chew rock sulphur [ a  
molded cake o f  sulphur ] an ' 

yo ' g it some spice . spice an ' ro ck sulphur . an ' powdah it up togethah . an ' yuh 
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sew it up  intuh a bag an ' yuh feed it  on red whiskey [ no t  white moonshine ] .  To te 
it anywhere ' bout chew or pin it tub yore clo thes nex ' tub yore skin . Dat keep 
dem home , dey won ' t go . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1224) 1 208 0 : 6 . ] 

( 3 ) . CLOTHES 

EXCLUDING HAT - SOCKS AND STOCKINGS - SHOES 

[ Perhaps mo st  hoodoo believer s would say tha t clo thing is a sub s t i tute for 
the human body only if it contains sweat - it mus t  be diPty . On the o ther hand 
there are cases of a clean garment being stolen from the clo thesline (p . 92 1  
lines 5-1 2 )  because i t  ha s merely touched the human body . ] 

4713 . Jis ' lak yuh go t a woman an ' yuh can ' t stay wi t ' er 1  an ' if yuh go t any 
dey clothes whut dey wear . If yuh kin git holt o f  any of ' em .  da t swea t p lace 

undah yore arm , yuh undahs tan ' ,  cut it  out . An ' take an ' put it [ a  
ARMPIT piece of his armpit and any of  her clothe s ]  in a box , a lit tle ma tch 

box , an ' keep it  in dere fo ' ' bout - mayb e ' bout a week [ 7  days ] . Af tah 
a week , go away , yuh could feel a change in ' er .  S ee , af tah yuh keep it in yore 
pocket . Yuh go t ta keep it  in yore pocket though , an ' yuh take it  an ' wear . An ' 
af tah while yuh an ' ' er became to love . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1303 ) 1 2202 . ] 

4714 . She used i t  tub bring ' er man back.  Heah ' s whut she do es . She eithah 
take a piece of undahshirt where he swea t s  undah heah 1 undah de lef ' arm . An '  
she takes da t an ' ball s it up in a kno t an ' dPess it  wi t HeaPts Co logne an ' 
buries it undah de s t ep . An ' usely [ usually ] he comes back . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , 
(1342) . 2322 : 1 0 . ] 

4 7 15 .  A guy cut a piece out  o f  a woman ' s bloomahs , out de  sea t  o f  it , an ' 
wear it on de left side [ in armpit , see ZateP ] right down in his coa t ; an ' wear 
it , an ' nobody el s e  couldn ' t  b e  wi t ' er but ' im.  

(You said before [ while recording machine turned off ] that he wore it under 
hi s left arm , didn ' t  you? ) 

Yes suh 1 den he wore i t  undah ' is lef ' arm . An ' nobody could be wi t ' er but 
' im .  [Wilson , N .  Car . 1 (1497 ) 1 2666 : 1 2 . ] 

4716 . Take an ' cut yore sleeve whut chew swea t undahneat ' chure arms . She ' ll 
take dat an ' she ' ll mix i t  wi t ' er undahweah - yo ' see , wit de seat of ' er undah
weah yo ' know an ' ties it up , see . An ' she ' ll weah it , see . Dat ' s  one way . 

(To bring him back . ) 
He be worried about her all de time . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1262) 1 2144 : 11 . ] 
4717 . (Tell me something about that . )  
Dat little pocket ? 
(No , the o ther . ) 
Whenevah he go tub de s to ' an ' buy ' er somepin 1 well he j is ' put i t  undah ' is 

lef ' arm heah . Let it hang down ovah i t  lak da t 1  an ' keep it  undah dere . Don ' t  
let nobody take it  out till he git tub ' er .  When he git tub ' er ,  he give it  tub 
' er lak dat an ' she ' ll lak ' im . She ' ll always lak ' im ,  always be wi t ' im . 

(Well , what would he buy her for example? ) 
Jis ' anything - j is '  some candy or stocking s  or anything she weah , j is '  any

thing . 
(But he must  keep it under his lef t arm . ) 
Keep it  undah ' is lef ' arm ,  yeah . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (538 ) 1 1010 : 1 . ] 
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4718 . Git dat sweatban ' out from undah heah , undah yer arm , 
ARMP IT SWEATBAND dis  heah lef ' one . 

(Cut that out of  the armhole . And what do  they do with that ? )  
Takes dat an ' put s peppah wit dat an ' salt an ' bur ies dat . Dat ' s  t o  run anybody , 
to git [rid ]  of ' em - yer enemies wit dat . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 666) , 87 6 : 6 . ] 

4 71 9 . Yuh has some dirty undahweahs . Dey will go take yore undahweahs an ' 
dey will burn ' em . Dey have tuh burn ' em  tuh ashes . D ey take it an ' take ' em  

BLOWING AWAY WITH BREATH - DIRTY UNDERCLOTHES ASHES 
OR ASHES FROM NAME ON PAPER WITH YOURS C IRCLING IT 

[ ashes ] wit ' em , see , an ' 
blow it away dataway an ' 
dat ' ll keep yuh on de dPag , 
so when yuh go t shoes , yuh 

need a hat ; when yuh got a hat , chew need a coat ; when yuh got coats , yuh need a 
pants . Dat keep yuh on de dPag. 

Now , if yuh kin - if anybody yuh suspect , yuh undahs tan ' ,  or who somevah dat 
d id so , yuh see , yuh take yuh dat parchment papah an ' yo ' d  wr ite dere name on 
dat . Den yuh write chure name roun ' dat . See [ d emons trates ] .  

(You wr ite the [ your ] name r ight around the [ in a ]  c ircle? ) 
Yeah , yuh go t dem in a c ircle . Take dat same papah an ' burn it  tuh a powdah . 

Put it in a p late an ' blow . Yuh blow dat same luck back on ' em  [ this is return
ing the spell ] .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (1560) , 28 56 : 2 . ] 

4 7 20 . If she kin git  any of  ' is c lo thes dat he weah , she kin g it ' im  back . 
Now , if he done lef ' home an ' aftah he lef ' home , if she want ' im  back - she feel 

BLOWS HER BREATH ON FOLDED SEAT CUT FROM HIS UNDERWEAR 
KEEPS IN HER SHOE - WRITES HIM LETTER WITH LOVE POWDER 

dat he didn ' t do right , 
an ' she try tuh git ' im  
back . She ' ll take de 
seat of ' is undahweBJh 

an ' cut dat out an ' den she ' ll fold it , blow ' er breath on it an ' fold it . An ' 
she ' ll sit down - wher esomevah he may b e  or where he live - if she wr ites ' im . 
She ' ll heah where he at , she ' ll git ' im  a lettah . He ' s  gotta git de lettah . 
She ' ll go tuh de sto ' an ' buy ' er some Zove powdahs an ' put in dat let tah . An ' 
den she ' ll fol ' dat piece an ' weah it  undah ' er r ight-f oo t shoe , nex ' tuh ' er _  
flesh between ' er stockin ' an ' ' er shoe . An ' five days from de day he sees dat 
let tah , he ' ll come home . 

(She put s the Zove powdeP in this letter , and she wear s this piece of  the 
drawer s in her shoe . )  

Yes , in ' er r ight-foot shoe . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 274 6 : 3 . ] 
4 7 21 .  I f  yuh kin git holt of ' is pho t ograph or anythin ' , yuh kin git ' im  back 

ag ' in .  
d o  that? ) (Do you know j ust  how they 

Well , yuh git  holt a p iece 
' im back ag ' in , yuh git aholt 

of  ' is clo thin ' . Now , i f  it ' s  a woman dat want s 
of  a p iece o f  ' is clo thes an ' yuh dPess it in 

BLOWING OF WIND - PIECE OF HIS CLOTHES - DRESS IN COLOGNE 
PO INT IN DIRECTION HE LEFT - FOLD TO YOU - 2 NEEDLES IN 
SPL IT IN 2 PARTS - ONE IN RIGHT SHOE - OTHER INTO RUNNING 
WATER ON GROWING MOON - WIND BLOWING IN DIRECTION HE WENT 
WALK BACKWARD S 9 STEPS - TURN LEFT - HE RETURNS IN 9 DAYS 

cologne . Yuh take it  
an ' fold it de way 
[ d irection] he i s . 
If he is �� no ' th ,  
west , o r  south , yuh 
take dat piece of 
clo thin ' , a small 

piece of it , an ' fold it [demonstrates ] an ' make yore wishes . 
(Fold it t oward you . ) 
Towards yuh evah t ime . Po int s it  d e  way he i s  an ' f o ld it  back evah t ime . 

An ' yuh git  yuh a couple of needles an ' p in it  each way , bo t t om an 1 top , an 1 yuh 
split dat needle . Lets ' er wear one in ' er r ight shoe here , an ' give her de 
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o thah one an ' l e t  ' er hold it i n  ' er han ' . An ' she kin walk - an ' l e t  ' er go 
stra ight tuh runnin ' wa tah an ' drop it ovahbo ' d .  Ketch de wind - she has tuh do 
dis on d e  grown [ growing ] of de moon an ' ketch de wind blowin ' towards de way she 
wants ' im  tuh come . If she i s  in New York , ketch de wind blowin ' disaway . 

(Blowing south? ) 
Da t ' s  right . Drop dis ovahbo ' d  an ' walk backwards from it ab out nine steps , 

turn tuh left an ' go on . Make her wishes an ' he ' ll come right - in nine days 
he ' ll be der e .  

( I  didn ' t quite unders tand you about put t ing thes e needles ? )  
Yuh see , i f  yuh fold de clo thes , prob ' ly f old it dis way . Well aftah yuh git 

a lit tle pad of  it made ,  git  yuh a needle on each side of it . Git chew a pa ir o f  
keen - anythin ' da t ' s  sharp an ' split d em  needles in two . 

(Oh , I see ! You cut the whole package in half . )  
De needles den will b e  on each s ide of i t . 
( Two halves

'
of the needles will b e  in each s ide of  the packag e . ) 

An ' have d em  needles s o  dey won ' t inj ure her foot an ' let ' er wear it right 
in ' er shoe . Fas ten it in dere in a way dat it won ' t  slide backwards an ' for
wards . Take dis half an ' fold it in yor e han ' an ' when it gits warm ,  when yuh 
go tuh de wa tah wit it - an ' throw i t  ovahbo ' d .  Ketch de wind blowin ' from de .  
way dat yuh want ' im  tuh come home . [ Norfolk, Va . ,  (491 ) ,  5 27 : 4 . ] 

BURN CLOTHES 

4 7 22 .  Anyb ody you love i s  away and you want to br ing them back , 
j ust  burn a piece of his clo thes and he ' ll come back . You take 
same clo thing next t o  his skin . [ Newpor t News , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
4 7 2 3 .  If  yo ' got a house an ' if yo ' wanted tuh rent it an ' want 
tuh put de people out of it , yo ' go dere an ' git some of dere ole 

clothes . Yo ' carry ' em  off an ' burn ' em . An ' while yo ' burnin ' de clothes , yo ' 

PERSON ' S  CLOTHES BURNED WITH SULPHUR 
take an ' keep aspr inklin ' sulphuh on it . 
An ' yo ' burn i t  up an ' yo ' git dem ashes 
an ' carry ' em  back dere an ' dey can ' t  

stay in dat hous e .  Dey won ' t s tay in dere long . 
(What do you do with those ashes when you carry them back? ) 
Yo ' carry ' em  right an ' sprinkle ' em  right in de yard . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  

(1188) , 2006 : 8 . ] 
4 7 24 .  Becuz i f  she tie yo ' up an ' yo ' wanta git loose from ' er ,  j is '  all yo ' 

gotta do , git somep in b elongs tuh ' er .  Yo ' git somepin b elongs tuh ' er .  Git 

SOMETHING OF HERS BURN WITH 
RED PEPPER - SALT - SULPHUR 

chew some red peppah an ' sulphuh an ' tab le salt . 
PUT I T  TOGETHAH , UNDAHSTAN ' ME ,  ' CUZ AH ' M  NOT GOIN ' 
TELL YO ' A STORY . Undahstan ' it . An ' put in a tin 
an ' yo ' burn it . An ' when dat peppah an ' dat salt 

an ' dat gunpowdah [ sulphuh ] flies , her min ' goes away from yo ' j is '  dat way .  
(You put some piece o f  hers with thos e . ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  ( 1 21 7 ) , 2069 : 1 2 . ] 
4 7 25 .  [ To bury clo thes in the ground i s  a common rite in HOODOO . Some of 

these rites are complicated ; others s imple,  such as those following , which estab

BURY CLOTHES 
lish the margin title . ] 
Yuh take a woman ' s  s tockin ' an ' a piece da t she worn near tuh ' er ,  
we ' ll say ' er s t ep-ins o r  ' er bloomahs . An ' ah heard da t chew 

could bury ' em , an ' dat would make de woman pay a t t ention tuh de man - spec ial , 
yuh know. [Memphis , Tenn . , (915) , 1482 : 5 . ] 

4 7 2 6 . AnYWhere dey bury yore clo thes at , DE SWEAT OF YORE CLOTHES , dat i s  
goin ' tuh make yuh wondah [ wander ] �· Yuh goin ' tuh wondah tuh da t place , see .  

(Well , why would they bury those clothes out at the ra ilroad track? ) 
Well , dat if dey want tuh git yuh out der e  tuh kill yuh . 
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(Get you out there to kill you? ) 
Yuh see 1 if dey want tuh git yuh out dere tuh kill yuh 1 see 1 dey burt yuh out 

dere like dey want tuh git yuh out dere . Now 1 like if yuh de person an yuh goes 
out dere where dey done go t yore clothes 1 dey goin ' tuh git yuh out dere so dey 
kin knock yuh in de haid or kill yuh . [New Orleans 1 La . 1 (8 23) 1 119 2 : 3 . ] 

47 27 . A woman will take some of de man ' s  undahclothes an ' some of ' is hair 
offa his haid 1 an ' put it in a bo t tle an ' bury it somewhere aroun ' dere ' bout de 
hous e .  If she wan ' ' im 1  da t ' s  tuh keep ' im at ' er house mos ' all de time . [Wil
ming ton . N .  Car • •  ( 221) 1 210 : 1 . ] 

4 7 28 . Dey husban ' run aroun ' an ' dey don ' wan ' ' em  tuh run aroun 1 1 dey take 
some of ' is clo thes an ' - take pieces of de undahclo thes an ' bury it . An ' dat ' s 
all ah heah ' em  say . 

(His underclo thes . )  [Charles ton . S .  Car . 1 (501) 1 545 : 7 . ] 
4 7 2 9 . I f  dey ' s workin ' wit chure wife 1 dey kin git chew back 1 becuz if dey 

git any of yor e  ole socks or undahweah pieces 1 why she kin have dem tuh br ing 
yuh back home . Yuh j is ' cain ' t he ' p  yuh ' s elf . 

(How do they do that? Bury them 1 you say? ) 
Bury ' em. 
(As you told me before? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter 1 S .  Car • •  (135 9 ) 1 234 6 : 5 . ] 
4 7 30.  Take de shoes - ah mean de s tockin ' s  an ' piece of de shir t tail an ' bury 

it an ' dat will keep ' em  down . [Waycross . Ga . 1  (1084) 1 1753 : 4 . ] 
4 7 31 . [As far as I can remember there are few rites concerned with but tons 

in HOODOO . General folklore has a fair number of them - 21 in FAC I 1  1st ed . 1  
index . ] 

BUTTON Takin ' a but ton off ' is undahwear down dere an ' wearin ' it . 
(You take that o f f  this  man 1 the but ton down in front . What do you do 

with it? ) 
Yuh take an ' wear i t  aroun ' yuh on a s tring an ' dey say he cain ' t leave yuh . 

[Memphis 1  Tenn • •  (154 9 ) 1 28 13 : 4 . ] 
4 7 3 2 .  We11 1 j is '  lak yuh would have a lady fren ' - yuh undahs tan ' whut ah 

mean . She would ran off from yuh 1 but she ' d  be in de neighbahhood in de town 
some plac e - yuh know whut 

CENTER OF HOUSE - STEP-INS BURIED UNDER - QUINCUNX ah mean . Well 1 if it wuz 
pos s ible yuh could git a 

pa ' r  of ' er step-ins - yuh undahs tan ' whut ah mean . We11 1 yuh would take dose 
s tep-ins an ' yuh take intuh de laig 1 well about dat fur . Yuh take yore razor 
blade or knife an ' yuh cut a hole roun ' intuh it . Yuh would take ' cardin ' tuh 
how many sills undah de house . maybe it be three or mayb e  it be five or s ix .  
Anyway it would b e 1  yuh would have tuh put it in d e  c entah o f  dat hous e .  Undah
s tan ' whut ah mean . We11 1 yuh would bury dat 1 well d ey say about six inches . 
We11 1 yo ' d  go tuh any hardware place an ' git chew one dose ole nickel [ 5  cents ! ]  
files 1 an ' right in de c entah of de file - dose nickel files whut chew use tuh 
file de kni f e  wit .  Gi t one dose nickel f iles . Ah guess it would be ' bout dat 
long . 

Well 1 in bearin ' [buryin ' ] dat 1 it got ta be in de c entah of dat hol e  yuh dug 
wi t dat . Drive it  down an ' leave j is '  about dat much on top 1 an ' in de run o f  
13  days 1 if she ' s livin ' an ' could walk 1 she come back. 

(You j us t  peg this f ile down with this piece o f  round cloth from her step-in? ) 
Oat ' s  right . 
(And you bury it under the c enter o f  the house? ) 
Right undah de c entah of de house . In de run o f  thir teen days 1 ah guarantee 

yuh 1 she ' ll return . [New Orleans 1 La . 1  (157 1) 1 288 5 : 3 . ] 
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4 7 3 3 . Take dat chicken an ' 
see yuh take all de insides of 

bury ' tm  alive undahneat '  de hearth . An ' yuh take1 
de chicken out 1 an ' yuh take de person ' s  undah

CHICKEN - BURY AL IVE UNDER HEARTH WITH UNDERCLOTHES 
clo thes . Take de person ' s 
underclo thes . a s  much of 

whatevah it is . yuh see . Yuh kin take 
chicken an ' s ew ' tm  up 1 if he ' s  alive . 
or any plac e 1  or bury ' tm 1 undahstan ' .  
chicken dies 1 yuh ' ll die 1 too . 

dat 1 
An ' 
An ' 

it 1 yuh know 1 dat ' s  got  ' is 1  
in de s ea t  of it 1 an ' put it in de 
yuh kin put ' tm  undahneat '  de hearth 1 
whoevah dat per son is 1 when dis 

(The chicken is alive? ) 
Yes suh 1 a live chicken 1 an ' a roo s tah . 

open an ' take it out j is '  as quick a s  yuh 
an ' bury ' tm  in dat hole while he ' s  alive 

(Any kind of a chicken wi ll do ? )  

Yuh don ' t kill ' tm . Yuh j is ' cut 1 tm 
kin 1 an ' push de chicken back tuhgethah 
an ' kickin ' • 

Any chicken will do . [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  ( 9 28 ) 1 1511 : 4 . ] 
4734 . [HePe is a Pite [Pom GeoPge Jackson, the outstanding "high man" on the 

EastePn ShoPe at the end of the 1 9th centUPy - see p . 91 2 . ] 
He ' d  cut a piece [ out of  her underclothes ] clo s e  tub de heart in a cof f in 

shape . Uncle George used tub t ell ' em  how tub do it . An ' dey ' d  [ the man would ] 

COFFIN-SHAPED P IECE - CUT FROM OVER HEART OF STEP-INS 
care [ carry] dat tub ' tm . 
An ' if he wanted - yuh 
undahstan ' 1  he ' s  tub a 

place an ' can ' t git along . Two women dere yuh know an ' yuh can ' t g it along 1 an ' 
yuh want tub git [ one of them] away from dere an ' don ' t know how tub g it [ her ] 
away . Yuh go tub s ee Uncle George . An ' Uncle George would tell ' tm  j is '  whut 
tub bring ' tm . An ' when [ then] he ' d  br ing dat piece cut from ' er clo stes ' gar
ment - right ovah ' er heart - undahclothes . Af tah he [Uncle George ]  fi�ed dis 
he ' d  [ the client would] take dis tub a runnin ' stream an ' send it adrift wit de 
wind an ' t ide . An ' she wouldn ' t  stay dere long neithah . She ' d  soon pull away 
from dere.  [ Princess Anne 1 Md . 1  (130) 1 34 : 4 . ] 

4 7 3 5 . Git a piece of somepin whut chew wear nex ' tub yere skin an ' dey kin 
cut a piece outa dat 1 but it ' s  certain dat dey cut it fo ' cornahs [ a  coffin or 

COFFIN OR FOUR-CORNER SHAPE - BURY 
foUl' coPnePs of the woPZd symbol ] .  j is '  
a fo-cornah p iece 1 an ' dey take dat an ' 
bury it . An ' dey tell me dat will make 

yuh s ick . [Mob ile 1 Ala . 1 ( 7 01) 1 95 2 : 4 . ] 
4 7 3 6 . An ' den if she don ' t wan ' a  do dat 1 she washes ' is shirt . She cuts jis ' 

a ha Zf a Zength outa de shiPt in [Pont, Pight whePe i t  dangZe down in [Pont, · 
right heah 1 j is ' one 

COFFIN OR FOUR-CORNER SHAPE - WEAR - LEFT ARMPIT OR FOOT end 1 an ' she take dat 

nabs out of it 1 s ew hit an ' 
dat ' s  ' er man . 

an ' she makes fo ' cor
put dat . Well 1 j is '  a s  long a s  dat clo th stan ' • 

(Where does she put this piece of clo th now? ) 
Put it undah de lef ' arm or de lef ' feet 1 an ' j is ' wears it . [ St .  Peters-

burg 1 Fla . 1  ( 9 7 7 ) 1 1584 : 2 . ] 
4 7 3 7 .  Now 1 if I got any 

I buries it . An ' she ain ' t 
of  ' er undahweahs or anythin 1 1 well I takes dat an ' 
go in ' tuh rest in peace unt il she c ame back tub me . 

COBWEBS AND UNDERWEAR BURIED - ALSO 
NAMES HIS AND HERS - LODESTONE - FOLDED INTO 

See 1 I takes it an ' I mix it wit 
git  some cobweb . 
(Cobweb 1 spider web . )  

gits me a white of  a egg . 
Yeah 1 dat ' s  whut I mean . An ' I 

I beats  it up an ' I mix dese up tuhgethah . Well 1 I 
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takes dis - yo ' know whut I mean - I mean ' er clothes , an ' I f olds dat tuh me 
an ' I take an ' I bury it r ight by de steps . An ' she ain ' t goin ' tuh be sat is
f ied unt il she come back . 

(Comes back to you . ) 
She ain ' t go in ' tuh git  along wit no othah man . Den I kin take dat clo th , 

dat same clo th , an ' git me some lodes tone - git  a live lodes tone , got  life in 
it - an' I makes a powdah wit it 1 an ' I wraps dat up wit dat . See? I puts 
mah name on dis end an ' ' er name her e - go in ' tuh make a separat ion , yo ' see . 
An ' I f o lds it so it be j is '  dat much apar t . See? An ' I draw it tuhgethah . 
An ' when I draw i t  tuhgethah dataway 1 well she comin ' on back . No mat tah where 
I ' m at , she is comin ' back . [New Or leans , La . ,  ( 8 3 8 ) 1 126 2 : 3 . ] 

4738 . [ In]  fac ' [ fact ] ah have known it tuh be a fac ' . Ah ' ve known people 
tuh say so da t were very super s t itious of dat so ' t  [ s or t ] of thing . Dey say dat 

CROSSROAD - IN MORNING - TURN AROUND 9 TIMES - SPIRITS APPEAR 
AFTER YOU BURY SOMEONE ' S  CLOTHES UNDER HIS OWN DOORSTEP 

dey gi.t a piece 
of yore - some 
piece of yore 
clo thes dat chew 

wear close tuh yore body .  Take dem an ' bury ' em  undah yore do ' s teps so many 
days , an' go tuh a crossroad in de mawnin ' an ' turn r oun ' nine t imes , an'  af tah 
den dey say yuh cain ' t s tay der e .  Jis ' diff ' ren '  so ' t  of invisible things will 
appeah dere an' j is '  evently [ eventually ] drive yuh away . 

(They would bury this piece of clothing under the person ' s own step ? )  
Bury i t  undah dere step . Jes ' sneak up in d e  night an ' bury i t  undah d e  s tep , 

undah whos ' evah s t eps  yuh wanta move . [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1510) 1 2678 : 2 . ] 

DISHWATER - SOILED CLOTHES BOILED IN 
4 7 39 . If a cook has got a j ob an ' wan ' a  
hold it 1 she ' ll take her undahweah an ' 
boil ' em  where - in de same watah dat 
dishes in dat watah . She stay dere long chure dishes is boiled in , an ' wash de 

as she please . Dat ' s  true . 
(She ' ll h9ld her j ob . )  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1416 ) 1 2550 : 10 . ] 
4740 . Git hold o f  yore shir t or somepin lak dat an ' make yuh leave dis par t , 

sect ion o f  de country where yuh live , an ' yuh ' ll nevah come back . Well dey said , 

DOG MANURE - WRAP UP IN CLOTHES - BURY AT FOOT OF OAK 
WALK SAME DOG OVER - 5 DAYS AND 5 NIGHTS - RUN DOG AWAY 

yuh take it an ' wrap it 
up wit dog manur e .  Jis ' 
take de dog manure an ' 
heat it or somep in an ' 

wrap dis piece o f  clo th up in it 1 see . An ' put it in a tin can , bur ' [ bury ] it 
at  de foot o f  a oak tree good . An ' fer f ive night an ' f ive day yuh walk dat 
dog - dat same dog where yuh got de stuff from - walk ' im  ovah dat place fer f ive 
days an' f ive nights .  An '  yuh ' ll nevah come back home no mo ' .  Yuh ' re runnin ' 
away . Den af tah yuh git thr ough wit dat dog , run ' im away , run de dog away den . 

[ This running away a dog , no t respons ible for running away the person, looks 
like the Old Tes tament scape-goat rite , transf err ing your own sin to some living 
creature (see Leviticus 16 : 8 1  10 1 2 6 ) . ]  [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 3 6 2 ) 1 2 9 9 : 4+8 5? ] 

4741 . Well , yuh see , if yuh leave yor e undahsuit dere an ' yuh j is '  pulled it 
off  an' she have nevah washed it 1 well she kin take dat an ' she kin take de undah

DOOR - PIECE OF CLOTHES AT 
suit an ' eithah do dis . She kin git  de undahsuit . An '  yuh see where it is sewed up in de seat , see 
where ,  right where it fits  right tight on yuh . She 

kin take da t an' cut de seat out of i t 1 an ' hang it right up ovah de do ' where 
yuh bin goin' in an ' comin ' out . An ' in nine mawnin' s time yuh ' ll be right back 
dere wit ' er .  [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 59 9 ) 1 7 7 8 : 1 . ] 

47 4 2 .  Dey take a p iece o f  yuh undahweah an ' put i t  ovah de sill o f  yuh front 
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do ' .  No mattah where yuh go yuh always will be comin ' back tuh dat hous e d e  same 
as yuh footprints did . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 6 2 ) , 69 9 : 6 . ] 

4743 . Ah heard tell of dat , too . Well , j is '  if yuh kin git any piece of  a 
part dat he wear , lak undahclothes , yuh know , an ' yuh cut de piece r ight out ' is 
undahweah down nex ' tuh ' is privates , or sompin lak dat , an ' den yuh take it an ' 
bury it undahnea t '  chure steps , an ' he ' 11 have tuh return home . [ Sumter , S .  Car .,  
(1346) , 2329 : 9 . ] 

4744 .  A lady got a hold of  a fellow ' s drawers and cut out right where the two 
legs come toge ther , right in front , and taken and put it in a bottle , and put a 
new s topper in the bottle , and put that in the center of the door where he come 
over . That fellow couldn ' t  leave ther e .  They claim they take a piece of your 
clothes , that you wear next to your skin , and put it in a bo ttle and put a new 
s topper in , they ' ve got you . [ Fredaricksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

4745 . An ' d en yuh kin take a man ' s  undahwear dat he wears , an ' take it an ' 
j is '  ball it up in so - yuh know , j is '  t ight as yuh kin ball it . An ' if he ' s  
runnin ' aroun ' an ' yuh want ' im tuh s tay at home - an ' bury it right at de front 
do ' s t eps as he come in , an ' he ' ll git tuh de place he j is '  won ' t  leave home . An ' 
he git  so j ealous dat yuh cain ' t go no place . He stay right wit chew all d e time . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 1 5 21 : 4 . ] 

4 7 46 . J is ' lak yuh has a run-ab out husban ' an ' j is '  lak ah ' m  telled [ I  have 
told ] ' fm  an ' ah cain ' t  stop ' im.  Jis ' take yore piece of ' is undahshirt ,  yuh 

DOOR - BURY UNDER : UNDERSHIRT - FOOT TRACK - HAIR 
know, nex ' tuh ' is skin , an ' 
git de right track an ' some 
of ' is hair an ' bury dem 

undah yore do ' s t ep s . An ' ah guarantee he 
(Any p iece of your undershirt ? )  

won ' go wit nobody els e .  

Yes , nex ' t o  his skin - yes , under ' is arm. [Florence , S .  Car . , (1328) , 
701 : 1 . ] 

4747 . Jis ' lak a woman got a husban ' runnin ' roun ' , or yuh got a woman run
nin ' roun ' an ' yuh wanta s top ' er .  Yuh know wha ' chew kin do wit dey socks or 

DOOR - BURY UNDER : CLOTHES - EGG - SALT 
d ey undahclothes . Yuh kin take de 
socks or eithah dey undahclothes wha ' 
dey wore nex ' tuh ' um an ' bury dem . 

Put d a t  salt on it . 
an ' dat salt . 

Put a boil aig in it . Take a boiled aig an ' put in dere 

(L eave the shell on or of f ? )  
Leave d e  shell on - j is '  a boil aig ho t .  Wrap i t  right up in dat clothes , 

s e e ,  an ' bury it  down undahneat '  de front steps . MAN , DAT ' S  ONE OF DE WORST 
THINGS YUH EVAH . IT WEAKENS DOWN YUH MIND , YUH THINK YUH GO IN ' DIE . Dey gits 
s ick, j is '  weaken down • .  Don ' t have no mo ' strength atall . Dat ' s  if a man is 
runnin ' roun ' an ' yuh cain ' t stop ' em , see . An' yuh kin take it  up , if yuh wanta 
ease de pain ; but if dey start in ag ' in ,  put it right back down an ' dey g i t  right 

EGG - UNDERCLOTHES 

back down ag ' in .  
(That i s  i f  they are running around . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
( 54 9 ) , 68 7 : 4 . ] 
4748 . Ah ' ve heard o f  dat . Yo ' take de seat of a p erson ' s 
undahweah an ' break a aig in it  an ' let it  stand fa ' 24 hours 
an ' dat will stop de man from runnin ' aroun ' . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (15 29a ) , 2 7 34 : 1 7 . ]  
4749 . Git a person ' s clothes an ' dress ' em  an ' let ' im  wear ' em, wear dose 

clo thes an ' yuh kin make ' im love yuh dat: way .  [To ] dress . de clothes , why yuh 
take dat love po�ah an ' j is '  sprinkle it in ' is clothes , an ' g i t  chew fa ' fish
hooks an ' tie ' em  up , an ' put ' em inside de pad of  de linin ' of ' is coat cher e .  
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An '  put dat Hearts Cologne on it . 
FISHHOOKS 4 - LOVE POWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE Yuh kin d:toess ' em lak da t .  [ St .  

Pet er sburg , F la . , (1009 ) 1 1634 : 7 . ]  
FORK OF ROAD 4750 . Dey go tuh de fo ' k of  de road 

an ' if dey g i t  any of yore clo the s ,  
dey kin bury i t  in de fo ' k o f  d e  road where yuh pass at 1 an ' i t  will run yuh 
crazy . 

( I  see . They bury my clothe s  out at the forks of the road . If I walk over 
them? ) 

Yuh ' ll go crazy . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1074 ) 1  17 36 : 1 . ] 
4751 . Steal de sea t from a person ' s  pants an ' carry it tuh de fo ' k of a road 

an ' plant it in de fo ' k of de road , an ' dey ' ll eithah go crazy or die . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1384) 1 2959 : 8 . ] 
4752 . Fo ' tuh hur ' [ hurt ] chew? If dey wan ' a hur ' chew tuh kill yuh , dey ' ll 

git a piece of yore s - wha ' chew weah tuh yore skeen [ skin] . 
(Piece of  wha t ? ) 

FORK OF ROAD - CLOTHES BURIED - A CRO SS OVER Git a p iece o f  whut yuh weah when 
yuh [not mentioned ] .  An ' dey ' ll 

take dat piece an ' dey ' ll bury it . An ' af tah dey bury dat piece , dey ' ll take a 
s t ick an ' nail down [drive down into the ground ] at de head of dat s t ick, at [ the 
head o f ]  dat piec e .  An ' dey ' ll take a cro s s , a stick of  a cro s s  [ the horizontal 
piece or cro s sbar of the cro s s ] an ' tack it at de head of dat . You ' ll b loat up . 

(Where do they bury tha t ? ) 
Bury it r ight at de end o f  dat fo ' k - [bury ] a piece of  yore clo the s .  
(End of  what fork? ) 
At de fo ' k of  dat road . 
(Oh l I see . ) Uh huh . 
(And they put a stick , peg down? ) 
Peg down , an ' den put de sign [ cro s sbar ] of  de cro s s  on it . 
(Oh 1 then you put ano ther piece [of s t ick] acro s s  there? ) 
Cro s s  on tuh dat 1 right . 
(Now wait a minute . You drive that st ick down . ) 
Down into de groun ' . 
(And you take ano ther stick . ) 
Take ano thah st ick , an ' put • • •  
(And tie that cro s s  [ cro s sbar ] there . )  
An ' cro s s  da t [ f ir st  st ick with ano ther one ] . 
(Oh 1 to make a sor t  of  sign o f  �he cro s s . )  
[ D id I mean a cro s s  sign for a cros sroad ? ] 
Uh huh . An ' af tah yuh tie dat [horizontal st ick] acro s s  dat [ver tical s t ick] , 

yuh covah da t dir t  ovah dat cro s s , so no one kin see da t .  Well 1 yuh go in ' . 
(Oh 1 I see . Now wai t  a minute ! You tie that one stick acro ss the stick tha t ' s 

down in the ground and leave the cro s s  s tand ing up from the ground . )  
Uh huh [ though I am mis taken about the visible cro s s ] . An ' yuh covah da t 

cro s s  ovah . 
( So nobody can see it . )  
[ This rite i s  one of  the many form s  o f  symbo lical or mo ck bur ial in HOODOO , 

some of which inc lude a do l l  baby in a co f f in . ] [New Or leans , La . 1 ( ? ) 1  111 0 : 8 . ]  
4753 . Ah heard dat chew kin git de 

FORKED HICKORY STICK - DRAWERS BURIED AT seat o f  ' i s drawahs or ' er drawahs an ' 
take a hickory st ick wit a fo ' k an ' 

p lace dat in between der e .  D ig a hole undah yore step an ' place i t  undah dere 
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an ' dere where he ' ll be . Place him at home , yuh see [demonstrates ] .  
(You take this [ forked st ick] , do the [ st ick] l ike this [hold upr ight ] and 

place it [ each leg ] r ight in that fork . And bury it with the fork up l ike that , 
standing up . )  

Standin ' up . 
[As in the preceding rite , here is ano ther symbolical bur ial . S imilarly we 

have another cro ss , the forked st ick being a Y cro ss . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 
2409 : 11 . ] 

4 7 54 . A man undahshirt ,  a dir ty undahshirt .  An ' j is ' lak if yuh wuz a wo
man ' s husban ' , an ' a woman got a sweetheart  an ' wanta keep yuh down , when dat 

sweethear t come home . She kin 
STICK MARKS GRAVE - SPREAD-OUT SHIRT BURIED take one yore dirty undahshir t ,  

an ' take it r ight out dere in dat 
yard an ' jes ' dig a hole . Jis ' d ig a wide place wher e dat shirt will open out 
somp in lak dis [demonstrates ] .  

( Spread out . ) 
An '  bury dat shir t right tub dat s t ick , an ' yuh kin be in heah , dis de husban '

man now , yuh kin b e  in heah an ' yuh see dat sweethe�tman comin ' . Yuh l i ' b le 
[ liable ] tub go out dere in dat back yard unt il dat man go . 

(You go out in the back yard until the man leaves . )  
Ah ' ve seen dat happen . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1249 ) ,  21 24 : 2 . ] 
4 7 55 . Well , yo ' kin put a man down yo ' know by takin ' some of ' is clothes dat 

he weahs . Take de feet outa his drawahs an ' dat ' ll make him humble an ' nicah tub 
yo ' 1 whutevah way yo ' wan ' ' em t ub do 1 an ' 

GARTER - PIECE OF CLOTHES WORN AS weah it . 
(What do you do with t ha t ? ) 

Yo ' kin t ie it aroun ' yore laig , de muscle of yore laig above yor e knee , or weah 
it aroun ' yore waist . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1542) , 278 3 : 5 . ] 

4756 . Dey tole me a story an ' ah seen dat , but ah didn ' t know it  t ill it wuz aftahwards . Take de man ' s drawahs , his dir ty drawahs he pull ' em off , an ' 
carry ' em in de graveyard an ' bury ' em r ight down by a grave . An ' j is ' as yuh 
lay ' em down der e ,  he ' ll travel unt il he die .  He nevah l ive . 

(You mean you j ust lay those drawer s down there without cov-
GRAVEYARD er ing them up? )  

CLOTHES BURIED IN Yeah , yuh go t ta covah ' em up . D ig a little trench an ' lay 
it r ight down ' long dat way , j is ' lak dey pull ' em off , but 

dey must be dirty . Yuh covah ' em up an ' he ' ll travel an ' travel t ill he travel 
away . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1370) , 2427 : 6 . ] 

4 7 5 7 . (What do they say about that ? )  
What dey say about dat ?  
(Yes . )  
All r ight , dey take - git  de seat of yore drawahs , yuh undahs tan ' yore undah-

clothes , an ' cut it out an ' take it tub de graveyard an ' bury it .  
(What will that do? ) 
Dat ' ll make yuh couldn ' t stay dere . 
(Couldn ' t stay where? ) 
In dat house . 
(That will make you move from the house? ) 
Yes s ir , dat ' s tub make yuh move from de house . [V icksburg , Miss . ,  ( 536 ) 1 

100 7 : 2 . ] 
4 7 58 . Bury a piece of yore undahweah in de graveyard an ' as it ro t s  yuh die . 

[Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 0 2 ) 1 108 : 2+85 . ]  
4 7 59 . She cud [ could ] take his clothes an ' put ' em in - BORE A HOLE IN DE 
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SIDE OF DE HOUSE OR ROOM where she live at an ' take his underwear an '
.
put ' em 

HOUSE - HOLE BORED INTO - UNDERWEAR S EAT AND RED PEPPER IN 
in dat bo ' [bore] . 
Cut de seat  out of  
' em an ' put ' em in 

dat thing [ hole ] an ' puts some red peppah in dere wit ' em .  Kin use it dataway . 
An ' he ' d come back . I t  make it  hot fo ' him . He ' d come back. 

(The woman could bring the man back . ) [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1027 ) , 1671 : 3 . ] 
4760 . Dey says yuh kin go tub work an ' d�ess dat house an ' it will draw 

people dere .  
(How do you do that? ) 
Well , dey says yuh go 

An ' den yuh git dat dust 
an ' git some dust  from about dey house , git dat dust . 
an ' yuh git some of dere clothes an ' put it  in a bottle . 

Go dere an ' fasten it  tub dat 
HOUSE DUST - PIECE OF CLOTHES - FASTEN TO HOUSE house some way inside of de 

house , or j is ' fasten it on de 
step anyway , an ' dey say dem 
will draw somebody dere . 

people will stay dere . Or else if dey out dere , it  

(That is to  make a person stay in this hous e . ) [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1074) , 
1736 : 6 . ] 

4 7 61 .  Well , ah ' ve heard ag ' in , if yuh ' ve 
come back tub yuh , an ' he leaves some of ' is 
tub make him be on ' is haid . Put d e  clothes 

got a man away an ' yuh want ' im tub 
clothes der e ,  said yuh take clothes 
- put ' is undahweah an ' ' is shir t , 

HUMAN FORM SYMBOLIZED - BY SPREAD-OUT CLOTHES - SLEEP ON 
(1)  REVERSED ON BED - HEAD TO FOOT - FOOT TO HEAD 

2 NEEDLES CROSSED AT HEAD OF BED - WISHES 

lay on dere yuh see . Put it down dere tuhwards ' is f eet . 
weah an ' take d e  bottom par t  - take de laigs of it  an ' put 
haid of de baid , an ' let de body go down tuhwards it . 

put de haid of it down 
towards ' is f eet [dem
onstrates ] .  
(On the bed ? ) 
Yessuh , yuh ' ve got ta 
Dey take his undah
' em up tuhwards de 

Den yuh take his socks an ' yuh take one an ' bring it  ' cros s dis  way an ' let 
it be tub de front of de baid . 

(The head of the bed? ) 
No sub , de front . Yuh see - list en .  Heah ' s whut ah mean. Now , yuh layin ' 

down dat way . 
(Her e ' s the bed . This is the head and that ' s the foot ? )  
Yessuh , now yuh lie dat sock dat way . 
(Which is  the foot and which way does the other par t of the sock point? )  
De foot par t o f  d e  sock goes a t  de haid . 
(That points to the head of the bed ? ) 
De toe goes tub de haid of d e  baid . Den heah comes de othah , de mouth of de 

soak , yuh know, where yuh put chure foot in. Let it be out tub de front [ d emon
strates ] . 

(One sock crosses the other . )  
Yessuh . An ' den af tah doin ' dat . Let ' s see - man ' s sock , undahweah an ' de 

top- shir t .  Dat ,  she might lay in i t , an ' de rest of ' em yuh lay on top of ' em .  
Don ' t put a thing on top of  ' em but a sheet . Den befo ' yo ' git  in baid , make 
yore wishes . Put one needle up an ' de othah one cross at de haid [demonstrates ] ,  
' tween de haid . Lak dis is  de haid of  de baid , put i t  down in der e ,  in between 
in dere . Don ' t let it git down by yor e haid , but let it be up above . 

(At the top o f  the head of  the bed , you cross two needles . )  
Yes suh . An ' so yuh lay on dose things , an 1 ah think she said , in nine days 

he would come home . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1418 ) , 2553 : 6 . ] 
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4 7 6 2 .  If yuh leave home an ' she go t yore undahclo thes 1 de sweat o f  yore 
clo thes - co ' se she go t it . When it ' s clean 1 she cain ' t do nuthin wit it . But 
if she go t de sweat off  yore clo thes 1 yore undahsuit 1  she put it between de two 

mat tress .  She spread de sui t out an ' she 
( 2) UNDERSUIT AND SOCKS SPREAD OUT lay on it - sleep s on it evah night . yuh 

see . An ' yore sock 1 yore lef t-foo t sock 
go dis way an ' heel go dis way . An ' yuh ' ll come back home . 

(Well 1 how do you mean your " left-foo t sock goes off this way? " )  
Yuh see 1 yuh put - yuh turn - yuh put a sock dis way an ' de othah one dis way . 

Yuh see . 
(You put one sock this way and? ) 
An ' de o thah one dataway 1 yeah . An ' yore undahsuit spreads out j is '  lak yuh 

wer e layin ' in de baid . She s leep on dat . 
(Where do you put the socks ? ) 
The sock? 
(Where does she put those socks ? ) 
She puts ' em right up 1 lay ' em right at de bot tom of yore foot . 
(Oh 1 she puts them right at the bot tom o f  your feet . )  
Of the undahsuit 1 yes . An ' dat ' ll br ing - dat ' ll br ing yuh back home . Yuh ' ll 

always be stayin ' by home . 
( She puts one sock this way at the foot of  the underwear . and the other one 

right here? ) 
Oat ' s right . 
(And put s them together like that . )  [New Orleans 1 La . 1 ( 8 2 3 ) 1 1190 : 2 . ] 
4 7 63 . Ah ' ve heard a woman say dey 1 she would j is ' give him aplenty tuh eat 

an ' take his clo thes . keep his clo thes . an ' put ' em undahneat ' de bed by ' er 
where she could lay on ' em 1 or somepin like dat . 

( 3 )  UNDER BED OR MATTRESS  Keep ' em warm an ' he would come back home . 
(What clo thes would she take? ) 

Such a ' undahweah 1 socks . [Mob ile 1 Ala • •  ( 664) 1 8 7 4 : 4 . ] 
4 7 64 .  If she go t ' is bot tom piece of  ' is pants an ' lay ' em in yore bed j is ' 

same as a man layin ' down ' sleep . An ' say he shore will come back . 
An ' take his undahweah an ' put i t  between de mat tres s .  or lay on ' em evah 

night ' tween de sheet an ' de mattress . an ' dey say he shore will come back . 
[Waycro ss . Ga • •  (107 7 ) 1 174 8 : 8 . ] 

(4) CALL NAME 9 TIMES 4 7 6 5 . Ano thah thing she do . Take his clo thes . eithah 
his undah piece an ' put in de baid j is ' lak he go t ' em 

on1  undahneat ' de mattres s .  an' call dey name nine times . Wherevah dey may be 1 
dey git troubled an ' dey go t ta come back home . [Charles ton . S .  Car • •  ( 518 1 Doator 
Nelson) . 611 : 10 . ] 

4 7 6 6 .  Ef 1 j is ' like now 1 ef yuh husban ' qui t cha 1 go off an ' don ' t wan ' cha . 
Well 1 ef he lef ' any his dir ty clo thes . why yuh kin take dem clo thes an ' yuh kin 

sleep on 1 em 1 an ' yuh call ' is name all de 
( 5 ) "CALL ' IS NAME ALL DE TIME" time . An ' in de nighttime 1 ef he lef ' any 

old shoes 1  take dem shoes an ' yuh put ' em 
undah de haid o f  de baid 1 an ' yuh turns ' em roun 1 1 yuh know 1 diff ' ren ' time 1 an ' 
call ' is name an ' he comes back . He come back . 

(How do you mean turn them around? ) 
Cuz ah ' ve did dat once . 
(Tho se shoes 1 what do you mean you turn them around? ) 
J is ' l ike ef dere undah de dressah dere [point s to dres ser in the room ] 1 yuh 

move ' em from undah de dres sah an ' put ' em undah de baid . An ' yuh call ' is name an '  make ' im come back . [Jacksonville . Fla . 1 (620) 1 7 93 : 8 . ] 
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4 7 6 7 . Dey turns dat fo ' luck . 
(Their clo thing inside out? ) 
Yes . If dey puts dere clo thes on in de mawnin ' on  de wrong side , dey keeps i t  

o n  t ill twelve . Keep i t  on  till twelve . An ' when twelve comes , den dey ' ll take 

INSIDE OUT - LEAVE ON TILL NOON - RIGHT SIDE - WI SH 
' em off an ' change ' em back 
on de right , wish fo ' whut 
yuh want , an ' durin ' dat 

week yuh ' ll git it . [ Sumter , s. Car . , (1368) , 24 2 3 :4 . ] 

INSIDE OUT - TURN CLOTHES AT NIGHT - FOR LUCK 
4 7 68 . Why dey turns dere clo thes 
befo ' dey go tuh b ed ,  what somevah 
dat piece dey gon ' a wear nex ' tuh 

dem. Why when dey gi ts  up in de mornin ' , dey j is ' picks up dat garment an ' puts 
it  on . Dat undah garment , j is ' put it  right on ' em,  j is ' like dey find [ it ] . 

(They put tha t on wrongside out for luck. ) [ S t . Pet ersburg , F la . , (9 8 3 ) , 
159 1 : 13 . ] 

4 7 69 . If a person steal 
yuh kin g i t  ' is  sock or ' is  

somepin from yuh an ' yuh figure dat he got it , if  
shirt - dat ' s true , ah know . Yuh git  eithah one of  

INS IDE OUT - TURN ANY CLOTHES OF SUSPECTED THIEF 
' em,  if yuh kin git  i t . Yuh 
turn i t  wrongside out an ' 
regardless tuh where it  is , 

if it ' s tuh mah house or wheresomevah i t  is , j is ' turn it  wrongsides. out an ' put 
it  up undah de  baid an ' he ' ll br ing it  back . But chew got ' a git  whut he wear -
j is ' g i t  whut he wears . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (7 7 7 ) , 158 5 : 7 . ] 

INSIDE OUT - WEAR UNDERCLOTHES - 9 DAYS - WI SHES 
4 7 70 . If yuh feel like yuh 
needs it , all right , j is ' take 
yore undahclo thes an ' wear ' em 

nine days an ' make yore wishes . Yuh turn ' em wrongside outwards , yuh kin take 
anything yuh want an ' no one cain ' t do yuh anything at all . [ New Orleans , La . ,  
( 815) , 1150 : 1 . ] 

4 7 7 1 .  Ef ah see dat somebody look like dey mavin ' me out , why den ah ' d take 
mah tab lecloth an ' mah undahc lo thes an ' put ' em on de wrong side . An ' ah go down 

INS IDE OUT - UNDERCLOTHES - TABLECLOTH 
[ to rent office or court ] ,  if ah done 
spec ted [ suspect ed ] dey ruled me out . Ah would change mah undahc lo thes an ' put 

' em on de wrongside an ' go down ,  an ' ah wouldn ' t be worried no more . An ' ah kin 
talk wit ' im an ' he sees how ah ' m back . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 1 ) , 7 62 : 3 . ] 

4 7 7 2 . Co ' se somet ime it  b e  a hard proposit ion , but still yuh kin win . When
somevah yuh goes fo ' a j ob ,  yuh have yore clo thes , yore undahwears turn on de 

INSIDE OUT - MATCH STICK - WHEN YOU SEE BOS S  
wrong side . Den when yuh speak 
tuh ' fm , yuh have a match-stick , 
anythin ' lak dat , in yore mouth , 

an ' yuh talkin ' tuh ' em . He won ' turn 
way dat ah kin put chew tuh work, " an ' 
[Alg iers , La . ,  (1575) , 2899 : 5 . ] 

yuh down . He ' ll tell yuh , " i f it ' s any 
if  i t ' s possible why yuh ' ll git  a j ob .  

4 7 7 3 . (What can they do to make the man 
She kin take her [ under ] clo thes an ' put 

she ' ll go tuh de sunrise an ' talk wit ' fm . 
come back? ) 
' er clo thes on de wrong side,  an ' 
She has sulphur an ' red peppah in 

' er sho es . An ' she 
INS IDE OUT - CLOTHES : SULPHUR AND RED PEPPER IN HER SHOES 

TALK TO ABSENT MAN BEFORE SUNRI SE 
kin talk wit ' im 
befo ' de sunrise . 
In about three days 

af tah dat he will 
(She turns her 

come home an ' he don ' t know how he come home . 
underclo thes ins ide out and she has to  wear them - while she 
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is talking to him - turned that way . )  
Tub de sunrise . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (591 ) , 7 62 : 9 . ] 
4 7 74 .  An ' den ag ' in yuh kin read about De Lord is mah shepherd an ' anyone ' s 

away an ' yuh wan ' ' em tuh come back . Yuh pull off yuh clothes at night an ' turn 

INSIDE OUT AT NIGHT TURN CLOTHES - RIGHTS IDE OUT IN MORNING 
SAY "DE LAWD IS MAH SHEPHERD" - DO FOR 3 DAYS 

' em on de wrong
s ide an ' say , "De 
Lord is mah shep
herd" fo ' three 

mawnin ' s ,  an ' dey ' ll come back . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1134 ) , 1841 : 8 . ] 
4 7 75 .  Jis ' lak a lady want chew tuh love her . She wash yore clo thes an ' 

things , yuh see , an ' when she iron yore shirt tuh de tail yuh know , don ' t pull 
de iron up , j is ' push it  down de length of  it  an ' push it back . 

( Iron it down toward the tail? ) 
IRON SHIRT BUT NOT THE TAIL Yes , iron it down toward de tail but don ' t pull 

de iron . Evah t ime yuh push it  down , lift it up 
an ' ketch aholt an ' push it  down lak dat . Don ' t nevah pull it up yuh see . 
Dat ' ll make a man go crazy about a woman an ' make him stay home . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  
(10 7 2 ) , 1 7 32 : 8 . ] 

4 7 7 6 .  When she pr esses de shirt out , doesn ' t iron de tail of it . S ee , dey 
don ' t hardly iron yore shirttail . Dat will make yuh stay at home all right . 

KNOT ONE - INTO 2 STRIPS FROM CLOTHES - TWISTED OPPOS ITE 
WAYS INTO ONE STRING - IN JAR WITH - SALT - VINEGAR 

GARLIC - 9 DROPS TURPENT INE - BURY AT STEPS 

[Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(14 6 2 ) , 2650 : 15 . ]  
4 7 7 7 . Well , if ah ' m 
a enemy tuh yuh an ' 
wants tuh confuse yuh 
in yor e home , ah mah-
self , ah cain ' t do it . 

Go t ' a git someone tuh help me tuh do it , an ' dat ' s by gain ' an ' gittin ' a piece 
of yore clothes , sompin othah dat chew wears , don ' t chew know - sompin dat chew 
wears . An ' ah takes dat an ' ..;:t;.;::e;::;a;.::.r.....;;;;i.::.t_u.;:.p.._, makes a very small string out o f  it . 
Take it an ' twis t it . 

(Tear the whole piece of cloth up? )  
No t de who le cloth , j is ' git yuh a strip o ff about lak dat [demons trates ] ,  

whatevah it is , an ' j is ' tear it up in small strips . Take an ' twist it dis away 
[demonstrates ] .  One [ s tr ip ]  dis way an ' one dis way , j is ' lak dat , yuh know . 
Jis ' keep atwist ing it  t ill yuh git right intuh a fine - down-lak yuh know , tuh 
a string . Yuh take it  den an ' yuh put it - dPaw a knot intuh it . Yuh know how 
yuh t ie a kno t intuh anything . Well , yuh take dat an ' git it intuh whatevah yuh 
kin git it intuh [ a  jar , see later ] . Den yuh take some .!!!.;_ an ' take some v!ne
gah an ' anything da t dey ' d use lak a garlic . Yuh git yuh some garlic tuh pu.t in 
dere an ' nine drops o f  .turpentine . An ' tighten dat up real - t ighten it down 
howevah yuh wanta t ighten it down . 

(Tighten that j ar down?)' 

Tighten de j ar down , yassuh , an ' den yuh prob ' ly cain ' t git  tuh de house ; but 
git somebody tuh bury it tuh de back of de steps . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will - dey cain ' t git along in dere . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (588 ) , 754 : 9 . ] 
4 7 78 .  Take an ' cut off  de end o f  ' is shirttail an ' t ie it in nine kno t s  an ' 

put i t  r ight in de house . Take j is ' a little b i t  of  ' er chamber lye an ' cook 

KNOTS 9 - TIED INTO HIS CUT-OFF SH IRTTAIL 
it in some bread . An ' he ' ll nevah 
go nowhere .  [We have here two 
separate rites used as  one for 

good measure . ]  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1334 )  , 2301 : 8 . ] 
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KNOTS 9 - SHE T IES IN HIS SHIRT - SLEEPS ON UNDER PILLOW 

4 7 7 9 .  A woman could 
take a man ' s shirt 
an ' tie nine kno ts in 
it 1 yuh know . D em 
knots t ied 1 see . 
(What does she do with 
the shir t then? ) 

She take de shir t an ' put i t  undah ' er pillah see 1 an ' 
Ga • •  ( 1246 ) 1 2 113 : 14 . ] 

sleep on it . [ Brunswick . 

4 7 8 0 .  She git  ' is undahweah 1 tie nine kno ts in it 1 an ' put i t  undah ' er pil
lah .  She kin make him come back . [Wilmington. N .  Car • •  (334) 1 2 7 3 : 7+85 . ] [This 
cylinder . 2 7 3 : 7 1  appear s with informant No . 268 on p . 215 of HOOD00 1 beginning . "One 
time I was cunj ured 1 I was about sixteen year s old . "  Kno ts do no t appear . Thi s 
is the f irst  conflic t  of cylinder number s I have found in HOODOO . ]  

KNOTS 9 - IN PAJAMA STRING - FOR SUCCES S  
4781 . Tie nine knots in yore - j is '  
lak yuh paj ama strings or somp in lak 
dat . Jis ' tie nine knots  in it an ' 

it ' ll make yuh successful . [ Waycross . Ga . 1  (1095) 1 1765 : 1 7 . ] 
47 82 . When anyone leave home 1 j i s '  lak de man leave home an ' gone 1 de woman 

she ' ll take his 1 some of ' i s clo thes 1 his drawahs whut he ' s  had 1 his undahweah 1 

KNOTS 9 - IN HIS DRAWERS - TIE TO HER 
an ' tie it nine kno ts tuh her 1 an ' take 
an ' put i t  in some secr et place undah de 
house 1 or undah de sill undah de house 1 

or in de bedroom flat down undah de dres sah 1 an ' he cain ' t stay away . He got ' a  
come 1 he got ' a  come . Ah know dat .  [ Brunswick.  Ga . 1  ( 124 7 ) 1 2113 : 16 . ] 

4783 . Git some of yore undahclothes an ' git de seat of ' em right out wher e 
it  r ight ' twixt yore laig . Well 1 dey kin tie nine kno ts in ' em  an ' dey tell 

KNOTS 9 - IN SEAT OF UNDERCLOTHES - 9 KNOTS IN INTESTINES 

[ these kno t s ]  t ie 
yuh know. 

nine knots in yore stock [ =  stuk = gut ] 1 

(You mean they get the back part of the seat ? )  
Yeah de back part . [Waycross . Ga • •  ( 1121) 1 1803 : 9 . ] 

[ say] de doctor 
[M . D . ] has tuh op
erate on yuh . Dey 

in yore intest ine . 

4784 . Kno t an ' tie it  nine times 1 an ' dr ive it  ag ' in in a hole . Bo ' a hole 
[ in a tree ] an ' hit off yuh . Af tah yuh git it roun ' a per son ' s  wais ' or somepin 1 
somep in puhtainin ' [ per taining ] tuh ' is wais ' or laig or somepin of dat kine 

KNOTS 9 - T IED IN CLOTHES 
HOLE IN TREE - HIT 9 MORNINGS 

[ kind ] 1 git  a p iece of ' is clo thes . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will kill yuh . 
(You mean 1 they take a piece of my clothing an ' 

t ie i t  in nine knots 1 and then put i t  in this ho le in a tree . And then what will 
it do? ) 

Den go dere an ' hit it  evah mawnin 1 1  once evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' 
dat kill yuh . [ S t .  Peter sburg . Fla . 1 (1054 ) 1 1 7 15 : 2 . ] 

4785 . Yuh kin take a pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' tie de fo ' cornahs of i t .  
(Tie kno ts in the four corners? ) 
In de fo ' cornahs of de pocket han ' ke ' chuf . Well 1 yuh take a stran ' of No . 8  

thread an ' needle 1 an ' yuh run dat needle through dat [demonstrates ] .  
(Right in the center o f  the handkerchief . )  
Dat ' s  r ight 1 an ' j is '  lak yuh say . "Ah see dat woman ' cross yondah . Well 1 ah 

lak tuh tak wit 1 er 1 but looks lak it 1 s a har d fo 1 me tuh git tuh 1 er . "  
Well 1 all r ight 1 yuh may tell me 1 "What are dat lady ' s name ovah dere . Go an ' 
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see whu t ' er  name is . "  Well , dey don ' know whut chew up tuh , but dey ' ll come an ' 

KNOT 4 AND 9 - TIE KNOTS TO YOU - 4 CORNERS OF HANDKERCHIEF 
SEW 9 KNOTS IN CENTER - THESE 5 POINTS MAKE QUINCUNX 

CALLING NAME 9 TIMES - ONCE FOR EACH KNOT 

tell yuh ' er name . 
Well , evah time 
when yuh git ' er 
name , yuh take dat 
needle an ' doub le 

it  an ' tie dem nine knots , j es ' tie dem nine kno ts - j erk 
strates ] , lak dat . Well , dis woman is comin ' tuh yuh an ' 
wit chew .  Ah know dat ' s  true , ah ' ve tried dat . 

it , yuh see [demon
pick a conver sat ion 

(But f irst in this handkerchief you tie a knot in each corner of the handker-
chief . )  

In each corner . 
(Then you run the needle through the center o f  the handkerchief . )  
Wit No . 8  thread . 
(No . 8  thread . Then you call her name and make a knot in the thread . )  
An ' draw it to yo ' ,  don ' t draw it from yuh . See , yuh draw it tuh yuh . 
(You call the name nine t imes . )  
She comin ' tuh yuh . Yuh ain ' t got ' a  go tuh ' er .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261) , 

2143 : 4 . ] 
4786 . Dif f ' ren ' ways tuh do dat .  Yuh take an ' ketch any live animal dat yuh 

know dat is a ramblin '  animal dat goes away . Yuh git somep in dat belongs tuh a 

KNOTTED CLOTHING - FASTENED TO WILD ANIMAL 
man an ' yuh knot it up an ' fas ten 
it tuh ' im [wild animal ] . Well , as  
long as it stays fastened tuh what

evah animal yuh fasten it tuh 
is goin ' tuh follah , is goin ' 
4 7 9 : 1 . ] 

an ' he cont inues tuh go , why whoevah it b elong tuh 
right along b ehin ' ' im . [ Norfolk , Va . ,  (47 0 ) , 

4787 . I have had de  luck tuh see ' em  brought back . If dat man leaves dat 
house an ' he leaves any of ' is clothes dere , especially socks , undahweah or ' is 

LAMP - CLOTHES AND ALCOHOL IN SMALL BOTTLE - HIDE IN BOWL OF 
top-shirt , or 
SOMP IN DAT REALLY 
HE OWNS , yuh kin 

cut a piece outa de seat  of dose undahweahs , or a piece outa de tail of ' i s 
shir t - anywhere roun ' d e  privates , yuh see . Put it in a alcohol bot tle an ' 
s top it  up , pres erve it , an ' hide it somewhere he cain ' t see it . Git it intuh 
dat lamp . An ' dat man ' s comin ' back dere , if yuh kin preserve ' im [preserve his 
piece of clothes ] .  Well , when he comes , yuh know what he ' s  goin ' tuh say? Yuh 
know what I heered a f ellah say? An ' ah seed de woman do dis . Ah know she done 
dis . 

I seed de  woman when she done it . An '  he come back , back dere on about de 
fo ' th day , an ' he walks up de s teps he says tuh ' er ,  he says , "Hello , Honey . "  
She says , "Lawd , where did yuh come from? " He sayed , "Ah come home tuh die . "  
He say , "Looked lak ah ' d  git worried tuh death.  Couldn i t  stay away no more . "  
He say , "Ah ' ll nevah leave yuh no more long a s  ah live . "  He say , "Ah wanta 
s tay here . "  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 6 ) , 103 6 : 6 . ] 

47 88 .  Now, if ah an ' mah husban ' git tuh disagree an ' he leave me . Jis ' lak 
he leave his undahclothes dere or somepin dir ty , well , ah tell yuh whut ah ' ll do 

wit dat . Ah ' ll take dat an ' - ah ' ll take 
LEGS - "WEAR IT BETWEEN MAH LAIGS" dat an ' fold it j is '  lak , j is '  lak it b e  

yore shorts . Mos ' ly [mostly ] mens weah 
shor t s . If yuh leave dat dirty dere , ah ' ll take it  an ' weah it between mah laigs 
an ' in nine day ' s  time he be back dere - bring ' im right back . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  
(1210) , 2044 : 10 . ] 



269 2 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

4 78 9 . If she wanta s top ' im - if she don ' wan ' ' im  tub run aroun ' wit o thah 
women , she kin cut a piece outa de seat of ' er drawahs an ' tack [ sew] on ' is 

undahshirt r ight ovah ' is 
MANIE - SHE BELOW HER �NIE - HE OVER HIS HEART heart . Jis ' lak d is undah-

suit he weahs d is week , sew 
it in dere . Jis ' take it , take his undahshirt an ' sew it r ight ovah ' is heart . 
An ' den ' is othah undahsuit , sew ano thah p iece ovah ' is heart . An ' he ' ll f inely 
[ f inally ] stay right at home , he won ' t go nowhere . She ' ll take a piece of ' er 
drawahs outa de seat of ' er drawahs right below her manie , an ' sew dat on ' is  
undahshir t right ovah ' is lef ' titie . 

(What do you call that? Her manie? ) 
Yeah , her manie . �NIE AH CALL IT . DAT THING BETWEEN ' ER LAIGS , yuh know . 

Jes ' tack it ovah dere , an ' he ' ll s tay at home . [This is my only example of the 
self-explanatory term manie or Manie .  I had never heard it before , have never 
heard it s ince . ]  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (11 20a) , 1801 : 6 . ] 

4 7 90 .  When a person wanta quit chew - i f  a woman ' s 
tryin ' tub quit ' er , ah know how she kin git  ' fm  back . 

go in ' wit a man an ' he ' s 
Well , when he leaves git 

NAILS 2 - NEW - WEAVE TOGETHER WITH RAVEL FROM HIS UNDERWEAR 
his - she ' ll go on 
back an ' git  ' is 
undahweah an ' yo ' 

know a little ravel comes right down heah - yo ' know , 
sub , yuh know dat whut sewed down de front . 

(From the front of the breas t all the way down? ) 

a seam down de front . Yes-

Yessuh . Well , she ravel dat thread from heah on down an ' git ' er two new 
nails about da t long [ demonstrates ] .  

[ I  beg in to describe informant ' s demonstrat ions . ]  
(About four inches long . ) 
Dat ' s it , about lak da t . An ' she wrap dat . 

j is ' wrap it an ' let it come down , wrap it an ' 
( She wraps a c ircle [with the ravel ] around 

the bot tom of the nail . )  

An ' as she wrap it [demons trates ] ,  
let it come down . 
the na il and then she goes down to 

Yessuh ,  but yuh let it come [ demons trates ] :  Jis ' as she wrap it , let it come 
down between dat unt il it git tub de bot tom - between de two na ils . 

(She wraps these two nails together and the next time she goes between the two 
nails , and then she wraps them together , and then she comes down between the two 
nails again . ) 

Yessuh . An ' den she takes dose nails an ' bury ' em at de do ' s teps an ' he ' ll 
stay dere . 

[These two nails represent the man and woman . They are - held together by weav
ing , a magic-act ion rite . The head o f  the nail should be  up , the head of the 
other down . ] 

(He won ' t leave her ? )  
Nossuh .  [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 903) , 147 5 : 6 . ] 
4 7 91 .  If yuh wanted ' em tub s tay away - a woman or man , eithah one , yuh git 

a piece out de seat o f  ' is drawers an ' den call ' fm  by ' is name . Take it tub de 
r ivah - don ' t take it tub dese 

NAME CALLED - HIS DRAWERS THROWN INTO RIVER little ole branches , tub a r ivah , 
an ' throw it in dere . An ' long as 

it run down de s tream , he gon ' a go an ' leave yuh alone . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1132 ) , 
183 7 : 7 . ] 

4 79 2 .  If dey leaves some urine an ' a person garment , maybe take dere undah
weah lak da t . Takes dere urine , I don ' t know whethah dey had any certain amount . 
I don ' t know da t dey might have had , but ah heard ' em speak of needles an ' p ins 
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lak dat . Stick it down in a bo ttle , or  cram it down or anothah , or j ar ,  somepin 
lak dat 1 or a glass , an ' bury it . Said A 
PERSON ' S ENTRAILS WOULD BECOME FULL OF HOLES 

NEEDLES AND PINS - URINE BOTTLED LIKE A SIFTAH . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 755) 1 
103 2 : 2 . ] 
4 7 9 3 . Take nine needles an ' s t ick ' em in de 

seat of a man ' s pants , or  eithah a woman ' s ,  eithah one . It ' ll cause dem tub have 

NEEDLES 9 - IN SEAT OF PANTS - CAUSES PYORRHEA AT DE PRIVATE 
pyoPPhea a t  de 
private [see 

dirty garment . Yuh take a dirty garment 
wit a dir ty garment den when it ' s clean . 
cain ' t handle i t  - no t as good . 

Zater] - j is ' a 
an ' yuh kin mo ' lak [ likely] do anythin ' 

When de dirt ' s washed out , den yuh 

(A person wouldn ' t si t  on those  or anything o f  that sort ?  You j us t  do it to 
the old garment ? )  

To de ole garment de ' re no t wearin ' . 
(Tha t  would give them what kind of  a diseas e? ) 
DE PYORRHEA . It ' s somepin j is ' lak , ALMO ST LAK PILES . IT WILL START WIT A 

EETCHIN ' an ' it j is ' EETCH AN ' EETCH AN '  EETCH till it will j is ' TURN WRONGSIDES 
OUT DOWN DERE . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384 ) 1 2462 : 2 . ] 

4794 . (This is to make a woman come back or to make her s tay with you . Now 
wha t do you do ? )  

Is  tub take a piece of  ' er undahclo thes , de piece right nex ' tub ' er 1 an ' nail 
it up s ide o f  yore hous e undah a new piece o f  lumber , an ' tap de nail , de no ' t 

NEW LUMBER PIECE - RUNNING NORTH 
SOUTH ON HOUSE - NAIL 9 TIMES 

OVER HER UNDERCLOTHES 

[ north] side o f  it nine t fmes 1 an ' it will 
make de woman come back tub live . 
(What do you mean by tapping the north side 
of the nail? ) 

side of  no ' t 
dat ' s nailed 
1869 : 12 . ] 

Well tub have de lumbah , de piece nailed up , 
an ' sout ' [ the piece of  s iding runs north and south] , an ' de nail 
on de no ' t side is tub tap it nine times . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (114 6 ) 1 

4 7 9 5 . When ah wuz a young girl ah hear ' em talkin ' about it . 
(You say it  was an old woman? ) 
Yeah , it  used tub be when I wuz a young girl . It ' s a certain way dey say dat 

you kin git a piece of dough . Make a flour dough.  
(Out of  f lour , ord inary f lour? ) 
Flour , an ' yuh take dat piece o f  flour 

undah yore lef ' arm nine mornings , [ then ] 
dough about dis long an ' yuh wear it 
put it  undah yore right arm nine morn

NINE - EVAHTHIN ' IS NINE DAY 'S WORK 
WOMAN WEARS FLOUR DOUGH - UNDER LEFT ARM 9 MORNINGS - NEXT 
UNDER RIGHT ARM 9 MORNINGS - THEN BETWEEN LEGS 9 MORNINGS 

POWDER UP - SPRINKLE IN HIS FOOD - HE WILL LOVE HER 

ings an ' af tah yuh 
do dat 1 den yuh take 
it an ' weah it be
tween yore laigs . 
(For  how long? ) 
Nine mornings . Evah 

thin ' is nine day ' s work . An ' den , dey say , yuh b eat it up right fine , j is ' lak 
a powdah , lak peppah or salt , an ' den yuh take it  an ' sprinkle it on somepin tub 
eat fer ' im 1 yuh know, an ' dat will make hfm fellah yuh , make hfm love yuh . 
[Richmond , Va . ,  (428) 1 383 : 4 . ] 

4 7 9 6 . If she do in ' yuh any kinda way an ' de law per t ec t  [ pro t ec t ] ' er in whut 
she do , if yuh cain ' t git rid of ' er an ' yuh wan ' a git rid of ' er 1 wanta git ' er 
kilt . Say , fo ' nins tance ,  yuh wanta kill ' er , an ' don ' want ' er tub be pertected. 
See , yuh take one of  ' er clo thes from ' er suitcas e ,  whut she wear , an ' sprinkle 
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salt on Jat an ' go tuh de no ' th s ide of  de house an ' dig a hole in d e  ground 

NORTH SIDE OF HOUSE - BURY HER CLOTHES - SPRINKLE SALT OVER 
FIRST THING EVERY MORNING - DEAD IN 16 DAYS 

about two an ' a 
half f eet deep , an ' 
yuh bury dat . An ' 
den sprinkle salt 

ovah dat place evah mawnin ' when yuh firs ' git up . An ' d en s ixteen days from de 
date chew bury dat , she ' ll be a corpse . An' all de insurance or what somevah she 
got , yuh ' ll receive . An ' dere cain ' t no doctor [M . D . ] detec ' it . [Memphis ,  
Tenn . , (1530) , 2 7 37 : 2 . ]  

47 97 .  ( I  see . Well , now , for instance,  if you want to put them together 
after they quarrel . Do you know how that goes ? ) 

Yes , yuh kin . 
(How do you do that? ) 
An ' de b es ' way on earth i s  tuh put 

tuh put a man an ' woman tuhgethah , yuh 
de man an ' woman - de b es ' way on earth 
take a man an ' take him intuh yuh [ conf i

PERIODIC PIECE - HERS - GARLIC - RED FLANNEL - IN HIS  PURSE 
dence]  • If yuh 
goin ' tuh give a 
man any advice  in 

any way tuh git  tuh a woman , give it tuh ' im in a side [ an as ide or conf idential ] 
way , an ' give him ' is nature tuh use ovah a woman is dis : If a man takes a woman 
if he has somepin dat she has soiled an ' wear in ' is purse ,  dat she has soiled . 
Don ' t necessarily have tuh be her periodic pieae , j is '  somepin dat she ha s soiled 
an ' wore nex ' tuh ' er ,  an ' wear it  in ' is pur s e .  Jis ' take a piece of ord ' nary 
garlic . Wrap dat up an ' s ew it , dat piece of cloth [ and ]  dat garlic in a piece 
of red flannel . An ' put it in ' is pur se an ' wear it d er e .  An ' as  long as he 
keep dat , he will keep ' er undah control an ' powahs of his . [ HERE IS ONE OF THE 
MANY T IMES I WAS ACCEPTED AS A DOCTOR AND ADV I SED ABOUT ADVICE TO A CLIENT . ] 
[ New Orleans , La . ,  (8 28 ) , 1 2 14 : 3 . ]  

4 7 98 .  Git some o f  ' er clo thes . Git some o f  dey clothes an ' carry ' um  an ' 
bury ' um  tuh de step s , see , but chew have tuh git some of ' er undahclo thes neah 

about dem, yo ' know , d e  othah part . 
PILLOW - CLOTHES IN (Near her privates ? ) 

Yes sir . An '  take it  an ' put it in yore pillah at chure b ed ,  an ' she ' ll come back home . 
(But what do you put out under the doorstep ?  Any piece of her clothing? ) 
Any of ' er clo thes b y  d e  do ' .  
(But you have to put the underclo thing at  [ in ]  your pillow . ) [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  

( 1074 ) ,  17 36 : 3 . ] 
4 7 9 9 . If she gone an ' leave yuh , if she leave any she clo thes in dere . lak a 

dres s or petticoat , lak dat , j is '  take an ' ball it up , an ' put it ' neat ' [benea th ] 
chure pillah . An ' she will come back les s dan three day ' s time ,  if she ab le to . 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , (519) , 614 : 3 . ]  

PINS 9 
4800 . Ah heard dat chew could take de garment yuh wear nex ' tuh yuh , 
have tuh b e  de one yuh wear nex ' tuh yuh , an ' bury it . Put nine pins 
in it an ' bury it , an ' d ey say yuh won ' t live . Oat ' s  whut ah heard . 

[Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1 549) , 2815 : 9 . ] 
4801 . Ah have heard men say dat dey kin take a woman ' s  b loomah ' s  an ' cut a 

piece outa a woman ' s  b loomah ' s  an ' wear it in dere lef ' hip pocket . An ' said a 

POCKET - LEFT HIP 
woman won ' t leave ' em  an ' will be undah ' em , an ' dey kin do 
anything dey wan ' tuh do . An ' de woman won ' know about it . 
He ' ll have her undah ' is f eet an ' j is '  do anythin ' he wan ' a  

do , an ' she no t say anythin ' tuh ' im  about it . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 51 ) , 
17 1 : 6 . ] 
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4802 . Put a leak i n  yore po cket , j is '  lak yuh hang yor e  clo thes up . An ' 
dey kin go dere wishin ' yuh bad luck, an ' put a lit tle pin hole in yore po cket , 

j is '  lak anythin ' kin leak through . No t enough 
POCKET : LEAK IN YORE POCKET fo ' a nickel tuh git through , neithah a penny , 

but j i s '  a small sho r t  one . Well , yuh nevah pro
tected , an ' yuh ' ll nevah hold no money . 

(They s imply put a-, lit tle pinhole in my pocket and I '  11 never b e  able to hold 
any money . )  

Yuh cain ' t drop no money in de pocket s .  Evah time yuh git it , it gone . [Way
cro s s , Ga . ,  (117 1 ) , 1 9 7 6 : 10 . ] 

4803 . I f  · yuh go t a woman an ' yuh done lo se - she done quit yuh an ' yuh wanta 
git ' er back. Yuh git a dirty piece of her s of any kinda wear - her shimmy ,  

POCKETBOOK OR MONEY-CASE - HER CLOTHES WORN IN HI S 
drawer s ,  or anythin ' da t 
she go t dirty . Yuh take 
dat piece an ' yuh cut a 

hole in dat , an ' yuh put dat in yore money aase , an ' she go t ' a  keep up wit yuh 
de  longest day she live . She ' ll nevah be wit ' out chew .  She ' ll always b e  wit 
chew.  [New Orleans , La . , (1574 ) , 28 97 : 5 . ]  

4804 . Yuh take yore sail undahwear , yuh know . 
wear , de soil undahwear . An ' take dat . An ' tell 

Yuh take de seat  of  ' is undah
me dey take dat an ' dey kin 

wear it . Jis ' take it 
RED FLANNEL - SHE WEARS IN SEAT OF HIS DIRTY UNDERWEAR an ' j i s '  put it in a 

piece of red flannel , 
Jis ' wear it or pin 

out too . [ Richmond , 
an ' den sew tuh dey undahclo thes , or put it in a s tring . 
in dere clo thes . Dey said dat s top ' em  [ him] from goin ' 
Va . ,  ( 3 7 9 ) , 3 20 : 2 . ] 

4805 . Dey kin cut out de seat  o f  ' i s drawahs , 
an ' mix it up wit sal t an ' peppah an ' take it an ' 

de man ' s drawahs . Take dat 
bury it on de roadside . An ' 

ROAD SIDE - BURY ON : SEAT OF MAN ' S  DRAWERS - SALT - PEPPER 
dat ' ll keep a man 
always wit a mind 
tuh go . He won '  

be contented a t  home . [ Bur ial on 
Tenn . , (1524 ) , 149 6 : 9 . ] 

road side is rare ; in a road , no . ]  [Memphis , 

4806 . Take yore underweah an ' yuh kin - yuh know , lak if it ' s  dir t y ,  j is '  
roll dat tuh yuh . Yuh know , roll it tuh yuh three times an ' make yuh wishes 

ROLL TO YOU - 3 TIMES - WISH 
tuh keep ' im wit yuh . Dey say dat will keep 
' im wit yuh . 
(Who se underwear do you roll? ) 

Roll de man undahweah .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1102 ) , 1 7 7 6 : 9 . ] 

ROLL AWAY FROM YOU 
4 8 07 . Why yuh kin cut de seat  outa man ' s drawahs . Yuh kin 
take de s ea t  from a man ' s drawahs an ' hold ' im too . He 
cain ' t leave yuh , he have tuh stay wit yuh . An ' yuh take 

de sea t  outa woman ' s  drawahs , why it will dreen [drain] ' er .  
(What do you do with the seat  o f  a man ' s drawers ? )  
Why yuh take de seat  of a man ' s drawahs an ' take an ' keep ' em .  Take dem an ' 

use  dem j is '  as though yuh would fo ' a sanitary clo th ,  j is '  lak if yuh go tuh de 
lavatory or any place , always have dat wit chew .  Always have dat wit chew.  Yuh 
wipe yuhself wit it an ' g i t  chure urinate  an ' evehthin ' on i t . Don ' t nevah wash 
it , j is '  continly [ continually] keep it . 

Yuh takes de seat  outa woman ' s  drawahs an ' take it an ' ball it right nice , 
roll it real tight , j i s '  lak yuh roll it dataway [demons trates ] .  Always roll it 
from yuh lak dat . Yuh take hit an ' yuh put s  it in a bo t tle an ' s top dat bot tle 
up tight . Yuh know , j is '  as she wore it . Yuh know , i t  have tuh b e  so iled drawahs 
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or somepin o thah lak dat .  Put i t  in dat bo t tle . An ' yuh put it  in dere 1 s top it  
up real tight 1 as tight as  yuh kin 1 af tah yuh put j is ' about a teaspoonful o f  
watah in dere . An ' when yo ' a top i t  up 1 yuh kin go an ' bury it any place yuh 
wanta 1 or yuh kin throw it away if yuh wanta . Jis ' as  long a s  it stopped up in 
dat 1  she will j is ' dreen [ drain ] away tuh nuthin 1 j is ' lak somebody dat ' s gone 
into T . B . She usely [ usually ] b e  sick all de time . An ' nuthin will do her no 
good 1 no t until somebody actly [ actually ] find dat bo t tle or bust it  up or 
sompin of  de kind . See 1 where de air could hit it dere 1 dat gives ' er relief . 
But wit ' out dat she don ' have any . 

(Did you ever hear o f  them taking a black bottle ? )  
No suh . [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (1537 ) 1  277 6 : 6 . ] 
4808 . Some man had did me some - some man had 

tuh me once . Dis mahself [ this is about me ] . He 
sich a t ime [ for a certain length of time ] an ' he 

did somepin tuh me 1 do a tPiak 
done bo ' ded [boarded ] wit me 
didn ' t pay me . An ' she [ root

SHAKE - UPS IDE DOWN - IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - 9 MORNINGS 
BOTTLE HOLDING - WASHED-UNDERP!ECES WATER - RED FLANNEL 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - �RTS COLOGNE 

worker to whom infor
mant went ] had tell me 
tuh bring some things 
dere [ to her ] . An ' ah 
car 1 [ care = carry ] 

[ them to her ] but ah n�vah did keep it up . Prob ' ly if  ah hada keep it  up 1 he 
mighta come back.  She tell me tuh git de man ' a [man ' s ]  undahpieces • .  An ' she 
[roo t worker ] wash it an ' put it [waahwater ] in a bottle . [Washwater because a 
piece of  clean clothing would have been useless . ]  An ' [ she ] put red flannel in 
dere 1 an ' nine needle. an ' some di� HeaPts Co logne . an ' tell me tuh keep [ this 
bottle ] in de room an ' [at Q&ttain times not given ] turn it up side down an ' shake 
it 1 an ' tuh shake it in each [ four ] cornah of de house [ symboliz ing the foUP 
angels s tandi� on the fouP aoPnePs of the eaPth (Rev . 7 : 1 ) ]  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
But ah nevah keep it up 1 yuh see . 

(What did she say that would do ? )  
Say da t would make him back • make him come back . an ' pay off . But ah nevah 

keep it up . ' 

(Well 1 when did you go to this roo t doc tor?  When he  lef t 1 you mean? When he 
left the hou8e 1 you went to her and asked her advice? )  

Suh? 
[Who could have understood my involved question ! But I was fishing for more 

detail s . Board money wa s no t the whole prob lem . She does no t go to  the polic e .  
I try aga in . ] 

(When he left th� house 1 you went to her and asked her advice . )  
Ah had went dere an ' ast  ' er 1 but ah nevah did . 
(But you never did what she told you to do ? )  

Ah nevah did keep it up . Ah nevah do whut she to le me tuh do . [ Char leston . 
S .  Car • •  (49 7 ) 1 540 : 5 . ] 

4809 . Usely [ usually ] women do da t tuh keep dere husban ' s at  home . Men do 
dat tuh keep dere wives at home . Day cut a p iece of dere shirttail an ' stick it  

in  a cologne bo ttle or vaseline j ar 1  o r  bo ' a hole in  a tree an ' put 
SHIRTTAIL i t  back in dat tr ee . An ' no mat tah wherevah yuh goes 1 yuh ' ll have 

tuh come back tuh dat same place dat dat shir t is in dat tree . If 
yuh go tuh New York 1 yuh won ' s tay long . If yuh go tuh Atlanta 1 yuh won ' s tay 
long . Wherevah he goes . he won ' be dere sa tisf ied until he returns tuh dat place 
where dat s tuff is in dat tree . [ St .  Peter sburg . Fla • •  (1066 ) 1 1625 : 5 . ]  

4810 . A woman take a man undahshirt 1  or  eithah ' is shir t tail . A woman take 
dat an ' j is ' nat chly [ naturally ] have a connection wit ' im .  She take dat an ' cut 
off a piece of shir t tail an ' weah it roun ' ' er wais ' . He b egin tuh FOLLAH ' ER 
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LAK A DOG . 
(Like a dog follows what? ) 
Jis ' lak a dog fellah a purson 1 j is ' lak a dog fellah dem . [ S t .  Petersburg . 

Fla • •  (1001) 1 1617 : 5 . ]  
4811 . Ah heard dat a lady could take a man ' s end o f  ' is shir t 1 an ' cut off de 

end of  ' is shir t 1 an ' den she would keep dat .  An ' den DAT WOULD KEEP ' IM  LOVIN ' 
' ER 1 BUT SHE WOULDN ' T CARE FO ' HIM ' LES S HE GIVE HER ALL OF ' I S  MONEY . 

(Well 1  what would she do with that shirt? ) 
She would take dem two ends an ' keep dem 1  put ' em in ' er purse or anywhere 

roun ' ' er . [Waycross . Ga . 1 (1058 ) 1 1718 : 10 . ] 
481 2 . Ah haven ' t heard about de socks but ah [ know] whut dey kin do wit de 

shirts . Well 1 dey kin take dat shirt an ' cut a piece out dat shirt an ' wear it 
roun ' dere waist 1 an ' dat man will fellah ' em evahwhere dey go in ' . 

(Where do they cut the piece from? ) 
Right out d e  shirttail 1 right behin ' dere . [Waycross . Ga . 1  (1126) 1 1831 : 9 . ] 
4813 . C l ip off both end o f  a shirttail 1 clip off  both end of  ' er husban ' 

shir t tail 1 de fron ' ends . 
(The both front ends that hang down? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . Den take an ' care ' em away an ' put ' em up airtight . Dat ' ll 

break ' im up 1 break ' im up wit othah wimmin. [ Fayetteville . N .  Car . 1 (1415) 1 
2446 : 8 . ] 

4814 . Tub hul ' a man • tuh yuh 1 cut a piece off  ' is shirt tail an ' take a string 
an ' wear dat roun ' ' er wais ' . [ Fayetteville . N .  Car . 1 (1434 ) 1 2 5 99 : 5 . ] 

4815 . Dey says dat yuh could take - j is ' lak me mahself 1 an ' ah had two 
fr ien ' mens [men fr iends ] an ' ah didn ' t wan ' dem tub connec t tuhgethah 1 didn ' t 

SHIRTTAILS 2 AND 1 WOMAN 
(1) WASHED - CLOTHES WATER - GALLON DOWN TO QUART 

want ' em tub run tuhgethah1 
but [ I ]  always be in de 
middle evah time dey meet . 
Ah could [ take ] mah ole 

man ' s shirt tail an ' ' is [ o ther man ' s ]  shirt tail 1 an ' put it  in a half a gallon 
of  watah an ' bo il it down tub a quart . An ' take dat quart an ' all da t shir t
tail 1 both uh dem shirt tails . an ' put it in ere an ' bury it . An ' dey say dem 
mens would run tuhgethah an ' always b e  lovin 1 1 nevah would have a fallin ' -out . 
[Waycross . Ga • •  (107 3 ) 1 173 5 : 5 . ] 

4816 . Take de shirt tail o f  anothah man ' s shirt an ' ' er husban ' shirt 1 or  
ano thah man lak ' is frien 1 1 an ' cut  d e  tail off even 1 both of  ' em even . She kin 

( 2 )  HUSBAND ' S SHIRTTAIL AND LOVER ' S - IN SACK - ABOUT NECK 
take it an ' sew 
it up in a lit tle 
sack an ' to te it 

roun ' ' er wais 1 1  an ' de man kin come an ' be  dealin ' wit ' is wife or anythin 1 1  an ' 
he nevah git mad wit de othah fellah atall . Dey be  frien ' s altuhgethah . Dey 
might git in a argument 1 but it seems af tah while dey come right back an ' dey be 

(3) THREAD FROM SHIRTTAIL OF EACH MAN - TI E TOGETHER 

good frien ' s .  [ Waycross 
Ga • •  (113 7 ) 1 18 51 : 5 . ] 
4817 . Lak yuh ' d wanta 
make two mens fight 1 
fall out chew know . I f  

yuh could g i t  a string of  
a fuss an ' f ight . 

each one ' s shir ttail an ' tie it tuhgethah 1 dey ' ll have 

(These two men would . )  [Waycross 1 Ga . 1  (1129 ) 1 1833 : 15 . ] 
4818 . Well 1 ah heard dis now1  dis way . Dere wuz a girl an ' she wanted dis 

boy 1 yuh know. She loved dis man an ' dis man wouldn ' t care much . He used tub 
go off . An ' she ast ano thah girl frien ' of ' ers 1 she say she would git ' im  if 
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it wuz de las ' thin ' she ' d  do . Well , she went tub ' is house one time an ' got a 
piece of  ' is ,  yuh know , de tail off ' is shir t . An ' [ she] took an ' put sulphuh , 

black mo lasses in it , an ' 
SHIRTTAIL - SULPHUR - BLACK MOLAS SES - INTO RIVER taken it tub de rivah an ' 

po ' d  it  in der e .  Yuh know , 
out on de  cloth , an ' den dropped de  cloth in nex ' tub dat an ' let it stay dat
away , while she went back tub . de house . An '  den she ast de boy , she say , "Would 
yuh mind walkin ' wit me? " An ' he say he wouldn ' t  mind walkin ' wit ' er .  Dey went 
on down tub de rivah , an ' she said she took ' er han ' an ' dipped it intuh de watah 
where she had dropped dis , an ' rubbed it ' cross ' is face . An '  she say she walked 
on back tub de house , say he b egin tub git dizzy . An ' so he tole her , he said -
her name wuz Ellen - he say , "Ah don ' mind gain '  down maysel£ , but would j oo mind 
gain ' wit me? Ah don ' wan '  chew tub leave me . " 

An ' she went on home wit ' im an ' she tole - she said tub ' er mothah dat night , 
she says , "Mothah , [ So-and-so] is in love wit me . " An '  dat night about fo ' a '  clock 
in d e  mawnin ' dere he wuz knockin ' on de do ' .  He couldn ' t  s leep wit ' out ' er an ' 
he couldn ' t  eat wit ' out ' er .  Oat ' s  whut ah heard . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1403 ) , 
2524 : 8 . ] 

4819 . [The following shi�ttail-tea rites are more frequently called shimmy
tai l  tea (see p . 64 7  and elsewhere) . ]  

A woman kin taken - say fo ' ninstanc e ,  if yuh wuz gain ' , keepin '  comp ' ny wit 
a woman, or if yuh wuzn ' t keepin '  comp ' ny wit ' er .  If yuh wuz aroun ' some place 

dat she had a chance tub serve yuh yore meals or tub f ix yore 
SHIRTTAIL TEA meals , den she have a chance tub do anythin ' she wan ' uh dub along 

dat line . Ah saw here in Fairfield , Md . ,  in suburb of Baltimore 
in 1914 , a woman dere by de  name of Belle X . She ' s dead now . Huh husban ' used 
tub work at Oyster [Au s tin ' s ? ] Fer tilizah . An '  she had anothah man .  Her husban ' 
would sleep in de middle room an ' ' er an ' ' er man would sleep in de  front up
stairs . 

(You mean they were? ) 
Suah . Well , dis man when she f ir s ' met ' im  didn ' t care anythin ' fo ' ' er ,  but 

st ill he wuz bo ' din ' [ boarding ] dere . Well , she said tub me , she said , "Ah ' ll 
git ' im .  If yuh don ' t b ' lieve ah ' ll [ get him ] , j is '  come on an ' watch me . " So 
ah did watch ' er .  She goes tub work an ' gits some of ' er dirty pieces an ' put 
' em  in ho t watah an ' boils ' em . She had taken dat ho t watah an ' mixed it  wit ' is 
cof fee . An ' she served it  tub ' im  an ' he drank it , an ' he become crazy about 
' er ,  craziah dan ' er hu sban ' evah wuz . 

(If a man is  in that condition,  is  there anything he can do to get rid of it ? )  
Oh , yeah . He kin git r id o f  it all right . Well , in ordah tub git  rid of  it , 

de  fir s ' thin ' he would have tub do . He go tub work an ' have connect ion wit ' er .  
Take an ' git a bottle of sweet milk [ and put it in] an ' give it tub ' er ,  or [ put 
i t  in ] anythin ' sweet dat she likes [and ]  give i t  tub ' er .  Even ' tly [ eventually ] 
all de  f eelin ' he had fo ' her in dat way will go right back where it came from . 
[Washington , D . C . , (64 2 , a spiritualis t ) , 83 6 : 1 . ] 

4820.  (Do they speak of shi�ttail tea down here? ) 
Sho ' do , shi�ttail tea . 
(What is it? ) 
Well , take fo ' instance , dey claim dat de woman , see , takin ' ' er dirty undah

weah , see , an ' washin ' it an ' ringin '  it , yuh see , intuh de food dat ' s  cooked fo ' 
d e  individual , yuh see . An '  he would git so dat he wouldn ' t  wanta b e  wit nobody 
but ' er yo ' see . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (1566) , 285 6 : 9 . ] 

4821 . Well , he cut s  de seat out , out of ' er bloomahs . 
(A man does that ? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 2699  

D e  man cut d e  s eat  out  her bloomahs . Den he takes an ' put it  in de bottom 
o f  ' is s ho es an ' wears it . Dat ' ll j is '  tie her tuh ' im an ' s he can ' t git r id 

o f  ' im till s he git dat thing out dat shoe . 

SHOE - PIECE OF CLOTHES WORN IN 
He wears it  in de bo ttom of ' is shoe . [ Sum
ter , S .  Car . , (1371 ) , 2429 : 4 . ] 
4 8 2 2 . Take a piece o f  ' is undahgarment an ' 
wear it  in ' er left shoe an ' he ' ll come back 

home tuh ' er .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 37 ) , 1517 : 3 . ] 
4823 .  Now you can take a piece o f  the oldest lamb , a piece of his right ear , 

and get that. blood and get a piece of her garment and s tain it . And get nine 

S ILVER DIMES 9 - IN HER GARMENT - STAINED WITH SHEEP BLOOD 
BURIED IN MUDDY WATER 

ten-cent pieces and 
take and carry them 
to a muddy branch , 
and make a fold of 

this piece of  
muddy branch , 
phone . ] 

garment and bury it [blood s tained garment about 9 dimes ] in the 
and she ' ll j us t  follow you anywher e .  [ Berlin ,  Md . ,  ( ? ) , by Ed i-

4824 . Lak yuh got ' a  a gurl - or yor e  loved one or yore wife - an '  
[ finally] pull o f f  from yuh an ' leaves ,yuh . Yuh kin take any garment 
nex ' tuh ' er an ' put i t  undah yor e  baid . Take an ' spit on it  an ' put 

dey f in ' ly 
s he wear 
it undah 

yore baid . 
SPITTING (What do you do with it  fir s t? ) 

Spit on it , j is '  spit all ovah it an ' put it undah yore baid . Well , 
she ' ll come . Ah tr ied dat mahs elf . An '  s he ' ll come back tuh yuh . But chew have 
tuh have de one dat s he wear nex ' tuh ' er ,  lessen [ unles s (you have) ]  ' er hat or 
' er socks or ' er s tockin ' s .  Yuh know, somepin lak dat . She comin ' back tuh yuh . 
[ Waycro s s , Ga .  , (108 2 )  , 17  5 1 : 8 . ] 

4825 . [A s tring or thread from clothes , also called raveling , is rather rar e . 
Usually the wearer prefers something mor e  subs tantial . This raveling , no t long 

STRING OR THREAD FROM CLOIHES - WEAR ABOUT WAI ST 
enough to reach round the 
wais t ,  would be too fragile 
and eas ily broken . A small 

piec e can b e  worn in a bag or s ewed into a garment frequently us ed . ] 
Same thin ' as dat ,  or yore ole lady or somepin , yuh know . Yuh don ' wan '  ' er 

tuh pay attention tuh no one [ she] runnin ' aroun ' . Yuh take a s tr ing an ' wear 
it aroun ' yor e  wais ' ,  any o f  ' er clo thes . ..:;W:.:ea==r�i:.:t�a:.::r.::o:.:u:::n:...'.-�.Y.::o�r�e�w::a:.:i:.:s;....' .  

(Take a s tr ing from her clothes , did you say? ) 
From ' er clothes , any kin ' of  ' er clothin ' - j is '  a sock or some of  ' er bloom

ahs or somepin dat s he wear undah , yuh s ee .  Take it an ' wear it aroun ' yor e  
wais ' .  

(And she can ' t run around . )  [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (536) , 1007 : 16 . ] 
4826 . She kin take an ' cut de s eat out o f  ' is shorts an ' put ' er some s ul-

phur in der e  an ' some L ucky Hear t Perfum e ,  an ' s t ick it in de hem of ' er undah

SULPHUR - LUCKY HEARTS PERFUME - HEM OR UNDERSKIRT 

THEFT OF CLOIHES 
( 1 )  UNDERWEAR WRAP 9 TIMES - URINATE ON 

PUT IN CORNER - STAMP FEEI ON 
CALL NAME OF SUSPECT 

s kir t - de hem , s ee .  An ' 
he ' ll s tay home . [ Florence , 
S .  Car . , (1326) , 2269 : 16 . ] 
4827 . Dis  is yore room [ the 
r ented room in which I was 
interviewing ] . Well , if ah 
wus tuh pick up one of yore ,  
YORE HAT [MY BLACK HAT ON 

INTERVIEWING TABLE] ,  or a pair of yo r e  socks or sompin ,  an ' walk out wit it . Well 
all ah got ' a  do - now dis heah is true , yuh know . All yuh got ' a  do , yuh pull off 
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yore undahweahs - yuh got ' a use dem. Yuh ball dem things up . Well , j is ' befo ' 
yuh go tub bed yuh make yore watah on dese , on da t undahsuit .  Yuh ball it tight , 
wrap it nine times . An ' as yuh wrap it nine times , da t per son dat chew have a 
idea dat s tole dose goods , yuh call dere name , see . An ' when yuh call dere name , 
yuh take an ' lay dis in a cornah , [and ] wit yore laig s [ demons tra tes ] .  

(You lay it in a corner and s tamp your feet on it . )  
An ' as  yuh stomp - dat ' s all de s tuff yuh got ' a do . An ' evah who did it , 

dey ' ll come an ' bring it back - come an ' tell yuh ' bout it . 
(They will br ing back whatever they took from me . )  
Yes s ir ,  evahwhere dey wus , down tub - anything , dey comin ' tub tell yuh . 
Now , dere wus a man workin ' wit mah husban ' de o thah day , an ' he s tole three 

paint brushes from Mr . Beasley , a man dat run a paint shop . Well , he carried it 
back , but he don ' t know how he carried it back . But he carried it back . 

(You did this to him? ) 
[ Informant I descr ibe in note as  smal l-time worker. ] 
He carr ied it back . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261 ) , 214 3 : 2 . ] 
4828 . Af tah dey steal dis p iece from yuh , yuh turn roun ' an ' yuh git chew , 

if yuh got a piece o f  yore own clothes - mind yuh , if yuh got one piece of yore  

( 2 )  PIECE OF  CLOTHES LEFT BY THIEF - NAIL WITH 3 TACKS AT 
DOOR AND POINTING INTO HOUSE - 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

own clo thes an ' 
dey ain ' t s tole 
dem all . Dat dey 
lef ' j is ' one 

piece dey didn ' t steal dough [ though ] . Well yuh git dat piece or dat sock . An ' 
yuh take it an ' yuh nail it de front o f  yore do ' . An ' aftah yuh nail it in de 
front o f  dat do ' yuh take three lit tle brass tacks an ' yuh put it in dere  but 
let de toe be comin ' disaway . Well , af tah yo ' let • • •  

(Toward the house or away from the house? ) 
No , into de house . 
( I  s ee , into the hous e . ) 
So dat ' ll bring ' em back . But af tah yuh put tub de  do ' , nail ' em three brass 

tacks in dere an ' af tah yuh nail ' em three brass tacks , say , " I  nail dese tacks 
In de Name of de Fathah .. an ' de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost . "  An ' dey bring ' em back . 

(They ' ll bring back what they s tole . ) 
Bring back what dey s tole . Dey cain ' t keep ' em .  [ New Or leans , La . , ( 7 97 ) , 

111 2 : 2 . ]  
4829 . Take a woman undahweah , if her an ' her ole man been fussin' an ' been 

havin ' confusion an ' she don ' t want ' fm . She kin take s ome of ' is undahweah 
whut he weahs 

THREE INGREDIENTS : SOLLY ' S CORN WHISKEY - JOHN DE CONKAH AND 
UNDERWEAR ASHES : DRESSING PRESCRIPTION FOR ROOT DOCTOR HYATT 

[ Informant thinks author a dOator trying to learn new triaks . ] 
' em .  Well , yuh take dat undahweah an ' yuh burn it intuh ashes . 
it intuh ashes yuh g it some So lly ' s Corn Whiskey . 

( Sally ' s - Solly ' s [ Solomon ' s ! ]  Corn Whiskey? ) 

nex ' tub ' is 
skin , SHE BRING 
' EM  TUH YUH. 
Yuh kin take 

When yuh burn 

Yes . An ' yuh take - if yuh kin git any of de  herb roo ts , John de Conkah or 
any dem kinda roots , an ' j is ' cut it up fine an ' mix it in dere . Carry it right 
back an ' put it down anywhere .  Jis ' sprinkle it right on de front porch or any 
part of  de house yuh got ' a walk ovah . 

(What will that do then? ) 
When yuh git ' is undahweah yuh take it an ' burn it [ I  interrup t ] . 
(What will that do af ter you spr inkle the s tuf f ? ) 
He cain ' t s tay der e .  
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( She ' s driving him away? ) 
Drivin ' ' im away . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1188 ) , 2003 : 2 . ] 
483 0 . De s tory about de woman? 
(About the man , to make him come home . ) 

2 7 01 

Yuh could git ' is underweah . Well , take ' em in de fron ' an ' wash , yuh know, 
in j is ' a li ' le watah , an ' put it in a bot tle . If yuh kin git some of ' is hayah 

[ hair ] , put it in dere wit it an ' s top 
it up wit some HeaPt CoZogne . 

THREE INGREDIENTS IN BOTTLE 
UNDERWEAR WATER - HAIR - HEARTS COLOGNE 

(With it , what will that do then? ) 
Bring ' im  back . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  
(1192) , 2011 : 13 . ]  
4831 . Well , de reason ah know dat , mah 

wife lef ' me one time , at Lunavista [ see ZateP ] Ga . ,  an ' she came down South [ to 
Florida ] wit a man . An ' a fellah tole me , says - a ole man come along an ' he 

says , "Look lak yuh ' s a bachelah . "  
TRANSVESTISM 

( 1 )  MAN WEARS WOMAN ' S BLOOMERS 
[He ]  s topped dere [at my place]  an ' got some 
watah , yuh know, [and ] says , "Look lak yuh a 

Ah says , "Well , ah 
days ago . "  

bachelah . "  
is now , but ah had a wif e .  She run off wit ano thah man a few 

He says , "Well , ah ' ll tell yuh how tuh make her come back . " 
Ah says , "Well , ah ' d lak tuh know it . "  Say , "Ah ' d give yuh f ive or ten dollahs 

tuh know how tuh bring ' er back . " 
He sayed , "Well , yuh go tuh work - d id she lef ' any of ' er undahp iece anywheres 

atall?"  
Ah tole ' fm , "Yes . "  
Ah says , "Go t some bloomahs an ' some princess an ' one thin ' ano thah heah . "  
He says , "Well , her bloomahs de main thin ' . "  He says , "Yuh go tuh work an ' 

git chew holt o f  some alcohol an ' wet [feed] it , dat bloomah , "  he says , "an ' put 
it on nex ' tuh yore skin an ' wear it one day , "  he said , "an ' pull it off an ' put 
it to de haid of yore  baid , tuh yore haid where yuh sleep yoreself . She ' ll be 
back home in 48 hour s . "  

An ' ah be  doggone if she didn ' t come back . 
Dat experience wit me . Now ah tr ied dat mahself . 
(Where d id this happen in Georg ia? ) 
At Lunavis ta [ ? ]  Ga . ,  4 2  miles from Savannah . 
[ I  tried Buenavista without success .  Unless the village post office of  Buena

vista has disappeared , I would say that informant means Ludowici (loo-do-wis-i) , 
county seat o f  Long County , about 4 2  miles south o f  Savannah . If we remember 
that many lowlanders pronounce the letter "w" as "v" and the f inal " i" as "a" (as 
with C incinnati) , we have something like ludavisa with po s s ib ilities . The great
est possibi lity in my experience happened in 1 9 24 ,  when our household cook [white] 
in Oxford , England , came in to tell my wife the phonogPam had no t been delivered . 
Tac tfully my wif e  said , " Show me , "  and s tar ted for the kitchen . She was shown 
the familiar ear thenwear crock bear ing the label pate de foie g�s . ] 

(Well , now how did you wear tho se bloomer s ? ) 
Jis ' put it on j is ' lak she put it on;  yo ' know, right nex ' tuh yore skin . 

Yes s ir , j is ' lak yo ' put on yore pair of  slips  - shor t s . 
(Oh , you put them on j us t  like she wore them? ) 
Yes s ir ,  one day . Den wet it in alcohol an ' roll it up an ' put it underneat ' 

yore  haid of  de baid an ' yo ' j is ' [where you]  sleep . She come back in 48 hour s -
r ight back home . 

(That did the work? ) 
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Yes sir . 
[A similar story to this one , though not an example of transves tism ,  will be 

found in FACI (1s t ed . ,  9416 , p . 506 , 2nd ed . ,  where? ) . ]  Here the deserted man 
does no t wear the bloomer s of his depar ted wife . Ins tead , he washes them out , 
wr ites a wish for her return , fo ld s  the wish up and put s it in the bloomer s , and 
hang s them up to dry . ] [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1021) , 1651 : 2 . ] 

4832 . She kin take his undahsuit an ' wear it 
(2 )  WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S UNDERWEAR tuh ' er skin . Wear it an ' he ' ll come back.  

( If he ' s  left her and left his underclo thing 
at  her house , she can wear that suit of  underclothing next to her skin and he ' ll 
come back . ) 

Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1110) , 1784 : 4 . ] 
4833 . (What about the socks now? ) 
De socks , de s tockin ' s or p iece of  yore garments .  Now , ah ' ve seen dis real . 

Split de green pine with a chisel an ' a glut , a chisel an ' a glut . Dat is , de 
glut is a piec e of  wood wide enough dat chew could lay it 

TREE AND CLOTHES s traight up an ' down lak dat . [A glut is a wedgeshaped piec e 
of  wood or steel . ] Nail dat toge ther [ af ter you put a piece 

of clothes in the split and r emove chisel] . 
(What do you put in tha t ? ) 
[What do you put in that  split before nailing it together ? ]  
Now, ah don ' t know whut he put in it , but he put dat in de tree . We got 

[ found ] de  tree . 
(Put what in the tree? ) 
De sock, an ' de  woman ' s  stockin ' s - j is '  whosomevah dey workin ' ag ' in ,  an ' a 

piece of dere undah garment close tuh yore skin . Yuh know , de  arm-holes or de 
seat of  dey drawahs , if it ' s  a man ; if it ' s  woman , de seat of hers . Nail dat 
intuh de tree wit a ten-penny nail an ' let it [ split ] grow up [ together ] . Dat 
runs yuh crazy an ' make yuh sick . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1281) , 2178 : 3 . ]  

4 8 34 .  Dey take de scissors an ' cut a p iece out in undah yore ahm [ arm] ; an ' 
bo ' in '  a hole in a tree an ' put dat piece o f  cloth [ from underclo thes ] in dat 
tree , an ' den put dat plug back in der e .  An ' dey say , when d e  sap go up , yuh 
a-go down . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (164) , 75 : 1+85 . ]  

4835 . Dey take de undahpiece , de p iece da ' choo weah , yore bloomahs , yore 
neaP pieae da ' choo weah close tuh yuh , undahshir t ,  an ' put it in a tree in de 
woods , an ' nail a spike na il tuh it , yuh know , an '  dat ' ll run yuh crazy . [Wil
ming ton , N .  Car . , ( 238) , 1 62 : 1+8 5 . ]  

4836 . O f  co ' s e she nevah git bettah , she died . Dey take a piece of  huh dress 
an ' put it in a bottle an ' put it in a tree [ that is what killed her ] . [Wilming
ton , N. Car . , ( 2 31 ) , 15 6 : 1 . ] 

4837 . Ah heard dat she could a [ =  could of ] take any piece of  ' is clothes 
[ if ]  dat he evah lef ' home , any piece , or any sho e-lak [piece ] , [ like ] his shoe 
tongue , or eithah ' is clothes dat he weah nex ' tuh ' im . Take an ' go tuh s toah 
[ s tore ] , an ' buy some cologne from de drug s toah , an ' fix de clo thes up , an ' bur ' 
[ bury] ' em  undah root of  a tree , an ' in nine day ' s  time he will b e  back a t  home . 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (194 ) , 99 : 4 . ] 

4838 . Tuh bring a per son back yuh got ' a  use de lef ' [ foo t ]  track.  Jis ' lak 
dere ' s  two or three ways tuh br ing a p erson back.  

Well , j is '  lak if  it ' s  a woman dat chew want tuh bring back , if  yuh kin git 
even a piece dat she weah nex ' tuh ' er ,  any place . Co ' se ,  if yuh wanta cut a 
piece outa it - go on back home an' put it in some watah . Dis is tuh br ing ' em  
back , bring a per son back tuh yuh . All r ight , yuh take an ' put it in some watah 
an ' yuh goes tuh wher e two trees dat is r ight in tuhgethah . Yuh seen trees lean-
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in ' ovah on one no thah . Well , if yuh ain ' t go t a augah , take a axe an ' dig a 
hole in it , an ' j is ' take da t li ' le cloth an ' put it in dere an ' let it s tay 

TREES 2 GROWING TOGETHER 
2 THREE-HOUR ACTIONS 

three hours . Bring it on back home den an ' let it 
set up dere . Yuh take a li ' le b ita bottle j is ' lak 
dis an ' put it in dere . Now yuh take dis watah offa 
dere , yuh undahs tan ' , an ' yuh throw dis piece yuh got 

away , an ' j is ' let it be de watah dat yuh had it in . Take de piece outa it  an ' 
throw it away . Take dis same watah an ' care [ carry ] it  tub de tree an ' let it 
stay in dere three hour s . Take it  out an ' b ring it on back home an ' let it set 
dere . An ' whatsomevah yuh want , yuh kin took fo ' ' em from de t ime it  will take 
dem tub come from where dey are tub where yuh live . Dey ' ll be dere . [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (14 50) , 2631 : 8 . ]  

4839 . Take a sc issors an ' cut a p iece of a man ' s undahshirt , undah heah , 
undah ' is  arm , ei thah arm , an ' cut a small piece out of  de aPUtah [ crotch] of  

2 PIECES OF HIS - FASTENED TOGETHER 
' is drawahs an ' pin dat tuhgethah an ' lay 
it undah de haid o f  yer mattress . An '  if 
he ' s a man dat run out an ' don ' lak tub 

s tay at home wit ' is wife , he ' ll b egin tub start tub stayin ' home evah night an ' 
she cain ' t make him go lessen [ unless ] she go wit ' im .  [ New Orleans , La . , (1566) l 
28 7 0 . ]  

484 0 .  Take a piece of  yore garment 
take a piece of yore undahshir t ,  place 

dat yuh wear nex ' tub de skin . All r ight , 
it wit dat piece of garment dat chew have . 

2 PIECES - HIS AND HERS - FASTENED TOGETHER 
Yuh undahstan ' , fasten it [ them] 
tuhgethah , so  dat it will s tay tuh
gethah - j is ' stay tuhgethah . See , 

yuh an ' ' er is man an ' wife . Yuh all is supposed tub stay tuhgethah . See , den 
keep dat secret . Don ' t let ' er know yuh got it , yuh undahstan ' . Yuh see , don ' t 
let ' er know yuh got it , see . An ' dat , yuh undahstan ' , will cuz ' er attent ion 
tub turn tub yuh . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 610) , 78 7 : 8 . ] 

2 PIECES - HIS AND HERS - TOGETHER : 
4841 . Or yuh kin take a man ' s underweah 
an ' a woman ' s undahweah an ' pin ' em tuh
gethah , an ' wash ' em tuhgethah , b o il ' em 
tuhgethah , rinse ' em tuhgethah , an ' hang 

PIN - WASH - BOIL - RINSE - HANG 

' em up tuhgethah . 
1856 : 9 . ]  

An ' he ' ll give her evah penny he got . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1141) , 

484 2 .  Jis ' lak a man go out , yuh see , an ' yuh cain ' t make him stay at home . 
Well , yuh take his undahsuit an ' yuh scrape dat cot ton lak dat - yuh see , dat 

UNDERCLOTHES AGAIN 
lint . Take da t lint where yuh kin scrape it , see , an ' put 
it in a little bag an ' some sugah , an ' wear it on de side 
an ' dat ' ll make ' em stay at home . Wear it  on de side nex ' 

tub yore skin , j is ' eithah s ide - ary one . Da t ' ll make him s tay at home an ' give 
yuh ' is money . [Memphis , Tenn . , (943) , 1524 : 1 2 . ] 

4843 . (Anything else now? ) 
Oh yes , she kin take her watah , or she kin take her monthlies . Oat ' s de b ig

gest way de mos ' of ' em do , an ' mix wit ' is  food . She stirs it  wit a little 
ahambeP Zye an ' put in ' is coffee . She kin put milk in it an ' keep ' im dOped 
on dat . Oat ' s if he don ' care nuthin about ' er . She want ' s tuh take ' im  in , 
see , wal she j is ' takes dat . An ' if she don ' t wan ' a do dat , she don ' have tub 
do it . [When] she washes , she takes ' is undahclothes , his drawahs , an ' right in 
de seat she clips , yuh know . Jes ' lak pant s sewed up , yuh know , dere ' s a little 
seam. Well dat run right up dere . She j is ' clips j is ' da t much of it off [ dem
onstrates ] .  Oat ' s all she got ' a have , an ' b ind it up in a red flannel , j is ' a 
small piece , an ' place it undah ' er arm an ' [ o r ]  undah ' er feet . 
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(Which arm does she place it under? )  
Undah de lef ' one . Always put it undah de lef ' . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , 

(97 7 )  1 1548 : 1 .  ] 
4844 . De wimmins , dey cut out de seam of de drawahs , a man ' s drawahs right 

out de s eam , an ' put s it somewhere roun ' dere wais ' or puts it somewhere roun ' 
de b ed [or ] in some c losed cornah of de house [ corner closed off or b locked off 
by piece o f  furniture ] .  An ' dat man ' ll always care fo ' dem 1  be  crazy about ' em . 
[ St . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 2) 1 1601 : 5 . ] 

484 5 .  Take in r ight where yuh wear yore undahwear , yuh see - yore shorts . 
Yuh know sometime it gits sweaty in de seat when yuh wear it . All right , yuh 
cut a plug outa dat 1 a Poun ' p lug , an ' put dat in de hallah [ hollow] part of  
' er s hoes an ' [or ] she wear it insid e of  ' er stockin ' . 

(What shoe does she put it in? ) 
Her le ft one , wear i t  dere fo ' ' bout twelve days . 
(That ' s  to make the man love her ? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . He ' ll shore love her . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 101 2) 1 1637 : 9 . ]  
484 6 .  I f  yuh love someone an ' wan ' a  git ' em back tuh yuh , whut would j oo do? 

Yore wife - sompin lak dat - cut de seat of  ' er teddies out , undahs tan ' now , an ' 
tie it up in a cloth an ' wear it round yore wais t ,  an ' she nevah will leave yuh . 
[ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (104 3 ) 1 169 2 : 3 . ] 

4847 . Or dey kin take de seat out dere undahwear an ' wear it aroun ' yore 
wais t an ' let it  drop down - a woman kin wear it roun ' ' er waist an ' let it drop 
down , an ' he ' ll give yuh evah penny he kin �ke an ' sa�pe up - an ' she use 
HeaPts Co logne wit it . 

(What do you mean by drop down? ) 
Let it drop down roun ' de navel - j is '  wear it slack , b e  down roun ' de navel . 

Dey ' ll give ' em ever ' penny . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 114 1) 1 18 5 6 : 8c . ] 
4848 . Yuh kin go tuh work - anyone kin go tuh work an ' take yore undahclo thes . 

Yuh s ee de idea , j is '  lak yuh pull off  yore undahclo thes . Well , a woman wants 
tuh make yuh love her , yuh see de id ea . If  dey cuts a piece out dat back heah 1 
yuh know, well de ' kin take dat an ' carry it on off to someone , [doatoP ] yuh see . 
Dey ' ll [ the doatoP will ] go tuh work an ' fix a li ' le HeaPt Co logne an ' so  fo ' 
[ forth ] tuhgethah 1 yuh see . Den dey give it back tuh ' er . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1388) , 2487 : 3 . ] 

4849 . Take a man undahwear befo ' he wash it . Yuh done cut a piece out of 
it  - de back part of it . 

(Where do you cut that p iece out ? ) 
Cut de piece r ight out en de back part . 
(You mean the seat o f  i t ? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight , an ' tote i t  along wit chew , an ' yuh kin keep a man down anywhere 

yuh go . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1380) 1 24 50 : 3 . ] 
4850 . Ah hear ' d  a woman say if she wanted tuh keep a man whut she would do . 

Jis ' lak he got on a pair of shorts , dey [a  woman] kin clip de  seat out of  ' em
lak - a small p iece of  de seat outa dem .  Take dat out an ' wear i t  somewhere on 
' er body or somep in lak dat 1 an ' dat would keep connection wit ' im  from any 
othah woman - tuh ' er .  [That will keep aonneation wit 'im fPom any otheP woman. ] 
Ah ' ve heered girls say dey have did dat . 

( She would wear this p iece of  his shorts on her body? ) 
Yeah . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1413) 1 254 0 : 6 . ] 
4851 . She said she cut dis  p iece uh ' is [ o f  his ] clo thes , cut out a Pound 

p lug [ see 484 5 ] . I reckon de plug mus ' uh [must have ] been about dat roun ' 
[demons trates ] ,  j is '  ab out duh size of a dollah - cut it out de seat of ' is draw
ahs . She said she took it an ' put it in a bag , an ' pu t some fish b r ine salt in 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 2705 

dere [ there]  wit it . 
o f  ' er house 1  an ' dug 

An ' she said 1 an ' cared [ carried ] it on de northeast cornah 
de hole an ' put in deah . She said evah mawnin ' befo ' de 

URINATES - A WOMAN - 9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE - ON ROUND PLUG 
SHE CUT FROM HIS  DRAWERS - PUT IN BAG - FED FISH BRINE 

AND BURIED AT NORTHEAST CORNER OF HER HOUSE 

sunrise she ' d 
go roun ' deah 
an ' make watah 
on it . She done 
it fer nine 

mawnin ' s 1  she said . An ' dey said he lef ' heah an ' nevah did come through heah 
no mo ' [more ] .  [Richmond 1 Va . 1 (340) 1 27 7 : 1 . ] 

4852 . Jes ' lak yuh in love wit a fellah an ' yuh can ' t - yuh wan ' s ' im an ' yuh 
can ' t git ' im lak yuh wan ' ' im . All right 1 if yuh kin git a chance tuh wash fo ' 

WASHED-CLOTHES WATER 
(1)  BED - CENTER OF - BUT UNDER HOUSE - BURY BOTTOM UPWARD S 

BOTTLED CLOTHES WATER WITHOUT SOAP - QUINCUNX - WISH 

him1 yuh take 
do se pieces dat 
he wear 1 his un
dah pieces an ' 
all dat chew kin 

git tuh 1 an ' put it tuh soak ovah night . Nex ' mawnin ' when yuh git up 1 yuh wash 
dem pieces out wit ' out any soap . Rub ' em 1  git all dirt dat yuh kin out o f  dem. 
D en yuh take an ' take de dPainin 's - turn it [ pan or tub ] on  one side an ' drain 
it [water ] o f f . Take de dPainin 's  o f  dat dirt come outa his clo thes an ' s top it 
up in a bo ttle . An ' put i t  right undah de centah o f  yore b ed undah de house -
bury it dere . Turn it bo ttom upward 1  an ' put it undah de centah 1 an ' covah i t  
u p  an ' make yore wishes . Den h e  be comin ' dere - h e  b e  yores . H e  come tuh b e  
yores . From time tuh time h e  keep acomin ' . [ Brunswick . Ga . 1  (1206) 1 2033 : 1 . ] 

4853 . Yuh see 1 yore bath watah is 
( 2 )  BOTTLE - PUT CHEW RIGHT [ IN] DERE pahtic ' lah [ particular ] things . Den 

yore undah-pieces clo thes 1 keerful who 
wash dat . Dey kin take dat an ' rub undah heah 1 yo ' know 1 an • • •  

(Under your arms and the lower part of  your body ? )  
Yes sir . An ' yuh - dey kin take dat an ' wash in de basin wit a little watah . 

An ' dey kin take dat an ' put i t  in a bo ttle 1 an ' den dig a ho le anywhere and PUT 
CHEW RIGHT DERE . If she love yuh 1 yuh nevah kin go from dere ; an ' nobody can ' t 
do yuh no harm . [ Charles ton . S .  Car • •  ( ? ) 1 64 7 : 5 . ] 

4854 . Af tah yuh wear yore garments . when dey git soiled 1 don ' t chew know 1 yuh 
put ' em o f f . A person kin take dem an ' wash ' em. Dey ' ve go t yore odors .  D ey 

take dat water an ' bury it r ight in 
( 3 )  DOORSTEPS - BURY UNDER - LAPPY DOG front o f  d e  s teps . An ' dey will al-

ways have yuh 1 yuh know 1 what chew 
might call foo tpath 1 Zappy dOg . Dey j is ' walk in here lak [ Zappy dOg ] s ee . An ' 
anythin ' dey comman ' yuh tuh do 1 yuh ' ve go t tuh do . [ Charleston . S .  Car • •  (514 1 
Doator Glover 1 see p . 2258) 1 596 : 5 . ] 

4855 . Heard ' em say dey kin take any piece  of  any o f  yore clo thes or anythin ' 
lak dat . Take de clo thes an ' dress ' em .  An ' ah axed 1 ah said 1 "How would j oo 
dress ' em? " 

Dey take i t  an ' hang i t  up ovah de haid o f  de do ' where yuh wus stayin ' fo ' so 
many - j is ' lak if yuh wus roomin ' heah 1 yuh see 1 an ' didn ' t pay yuh rent 1 dis 

(4) DOOR - HANG OVER - SHIRT DRESSED WITH SALT AND SULPHUR 
3 DAYS - POUR SUD S AND BURY SHIRT UNDER DOORSTEP 
YUH J IS ' BE OlJT DERE [ IN THE WORLD ] ON AN ' OFF 

hang i t  up dere . 
it ' s three days . 

See 1 where yuh went out de do ' at fo ' so many 
Ins ide o f  three days somepin go in ' happen tuh 

woman wanta hwo ' 
aha . Well she 
take yuh clothes 
yuh see an ' dress 
it . See . An' 
days - . ah think 
yuh . An ' ah axed 
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de woman whut did she do . So she [ say ] well , she said she took dis same sulphur 
it ' s great - an ' dat salt , an ' she went in dere an ' she took dat dere shirt . An ' 
she wash dat shirt an ' took de suds whut come out dat shir t , see . An ' she buried 
it undah her s teps , j is ' de suds - j is ' po ' d [ poured ] it undah dere , yuh see . An ' 
j is ' took dat shirt an ' all an ' j is ' buried it r ight undah de steps , an ' let it 
rot der e .  An ' said yuh would nevah have no luck.  Yuh ' d b e  i n  hard luck, an ' any 
kin ' of business yuh go at , nobody wouldn ' t hire yuh fo ' workin ' or nuthin lak 
dat . Yuh j is ' be out dere [ in the world ] on an ' off. [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(995) . 1609 : 6 . ] 

4856 . Well , yuh kin take 
yuh kin put ' em in - j is ' de 

de seat of  a man ' s drawahs an ' cut ' em out , or else 
seat , j is ' wash de seat of  ' em an ' git de watah . 

( 5) HOUSE - BURY NEAR - WHERE VICTIM CAN WALK OVER 
An ' yuh observe [ pre
serve ] dat in a bottle 
an ' bury it r ight any

where aroun ' 
in an ' goin ' 
147 3 : 5 . ] 

de house ,  an ' spashly [ specially ] 
out , an ' dat ' ll  keep yuh on , too . 

where yuh kin walk ovah it comin ' 
[ Little Rock , Ark . , ( 900) , 

4857 . Well , now in a case like 
like yuh , yuh have tuh - some case 

(6 )  FOOD OR DRINK - IN V ICTIM' S 

dat , if yuh like any woman an ' she doesn ' t 
yuh have tuh . Perhaps yuh kin invite her out 

tuh lunch or perhaps yuh kin f in ' some rea
son tuh bring ' er tuh yore home • .  An ' some 
of yore clothes yuh wear , yuh wash it j is ' 

as clean as 
tuh drink .  
888 : 3 . ]  

it kin be laundryed [ laundered ] , an ' put some in de tea or somepin 
She drink dat an ' yuh can ' t git  rid of ' er . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 2 ) , 

4858 . Git ho lt of some of ' i s  d irty clothes an ' bring ' im back . Take dem 
d irty clothes an ' place ' em - wash ' is dirty clothes an ' take de watah of it an ' 
put it in ' is food . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513) , 2681 : 4 . ] 

4859 . I heard also that if you have something 
WATER - RUNNING against a person and you want to harm the person , 

( 1 )  CLOTHES THROWN INTO you take some of their clothes and throw i t  in the 
r iver and it will run the person crazy . [ Snow Hill , 

Md . ,  (85 , a school teacher from near Richmond , Va . ) ,  1 : 4 ,  5 . ] 
486 0 .  Den anothah one tole me tuh g i t  a garment of yo ' s ,  whut chew weah nex ' 

tuh yo ' s .  Tie it up an ' put it in some runnin ' watah an ' carry it on away from 

( 2 )  TIE UP CLOTHES - THROW INTO 
dere . Yo ' nevah will have no trouble wit 
dat person no mo '  - run ' em out . Jis ' lak 
someone roun ' yore home givin ' yo ' some 

trouble wit chure home or somepin lak dat . Why if yo ' do dat tuh dat f ellah , 
dat would run ' im away from dere . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1033) , 1681 : 2 . ] 

4861 . Ah knows ab out how a man kin take an ' cut de seat out of  a soiled pair 
of bloomahs whut de woman wore . An ' he kin take it an ' go  tuh de rivah when de 

(3) BACKWARDS 10 STEPS - TIDE RUNNING OUT - DON ' T LOOK BACK 
tide goin ' down , 
an ' he kin throw 
it in de watah 

ten steps backwards from dat an ' don ' look back, an ' dat will always keep ' er wit 
him . See , dat will keep ' er mind on ' im all de time . 

[ Normally I would say this r ite sends her away , but intention is everything . 
Bes ides , clothes going out with the tide will come back with the t ide . Or to 
put it another way ; i f  she ever leaves she will return . Then again , the clothes 
could be thrown backward s towards the retreating water but not actually into it . 
Symbolically he invites the woman to leave , j ust  as he departs without looking 
back; then , b efore the tide turns , he retrieves the clothes . ]  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
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(1259 ) , 2138 : 1 0 . ] 
4862 . Yuh kin take dere shoes . Yuh kin git de inside sole [ the insole ] , a 

piece o f  de ins ide sole o f  dere shoes , yuh undahstan ' . Or g it a piece outa dere 

(4 ) SALT WATER - SOAK CLOTHES 2 DAYS IN 
THEN THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

shirt , yo ' know , outa de back of it , 
or out de side o f  it or de undah
weah . Jis ' cut a piec e ,  yuh know , 
r ight out anywhere out dere unions (union suitl , anything , an' wrop it up , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' put it in salt an ' 

watah . Let it s its dere in salt an ' watah an ' let it stay in dere two days . 
Take it out an ' put it in runnin ' watah . 

(That will run them away? ) 
Yes s ir .  [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , (1024 ) , 1657 : 1 . ] 
4863 . Yuh kin do it , but yuh have tub git somebody ' s hair or somebody ' s gar

ments dat ' s got de odah in it , dat dey wore .  An ' if yuh take it , yuh put salt 
an ' peppah an ' sulphah in it . An ' put dat in runnin ' watah an ' it will start 

' em tub move . 
( 5 )  SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - GARMENT OR HAIR (That will run them out of  

town , keep them on the go? ) 
Yes , dat will keep ' em on de go . [Norfolk, Va . ,  (47 2 ) , 48 2 : 1 . ] 

4864 . Dey kin mess yuh up on dat . Dey take dat chew know at times , take yore 
undahpiece dat ' s been worn an ' carry it tub a lake or tub a creek where dere ' s 

runnin ' watah . An ' 
(6)  TIE CLOTHES TO BLOCK OF WOOD - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS den , if it ' s a straight 

piece or if it ' s a two 
piece , yo ' know lak undahweah , an ' yuh tie i t  on tub a block [ of wood ] .  An ' den 
yuh put nine needles on dat same block an ' nine pins . Let dem be goldeye nee
dles . An ' turn dat ovahbo ' d an ' yuh go t ' em dere . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well � dat eat [ it ] . Oat ' s dr ivin ' de person away . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (j ust 

before No . l 240) , 2104 : 8 . ] 
4865 . Ah would go an ' g it me some sugah an ' salt an ' sprinkle aroun ' yore do ' 

an ' also in yuh hous e .  An ' if ah could git a piece dat chew weah close tub yuh 

( 7 )  CLOSE PIECE TIED IN RED FLANNEL WITH 
RED PEPPER - NAME - BOTTLED - IN RUNNING WATER 
SUGAR AND SALT SPRINKLED AT DOOR AND IN HOUSE 

skin , ah will take dat an ' 
take a piece out o f  [ it ]  
j is ' lak [ that ] an ' tie 
it up in a rag or sompin, 
in a piece of red flan

nen , an ' wrap it t ight in a piece of red flannen . An '  den ah go tub de drug sto ' 
an ' ah may g it some whut chew call cayhine [ cayenne ] peppah , yuh undahstan ' , an ' 
mix dat up wit it . An ' git chure name an ' wr ite it on a piece of papah , an ' put 
it in dere , an ' take an ' put it in a bottle an ' put it in some runnin ' watah . 
Dat ' ll pull yuh ' way . 

(And that sugar and stuff you simply sprinkle it around the hous e? ) 
Yeah , dat caus e confus ion , dat makes ' em leave . 
(Do you do all thes e things together or do each thing separat ely? ) 
De way yuh do , yuh put de sugah an ' de salt in de house separat e ,  yuh under

stan ' . An ' de othah stuff , why yuh put dat tuhgethah . Yuh put cayhine peppah . 
(Do you use all thes e things together or do you j ust use one at a time? ) 
Yuh kin us e ' em both tuhgethah , yuh see .  [This answer is vague but under

standable . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 93 9 ) , 151 9 : 13 . ] 

( 8 )  TIE CLOTHES TO ROOT UNDER WATER 
4866 . Yuh take a piece of yuh garment 
dat choo weah nex ' tub yuh sk�n . an ' go 
tub a runnin ' stream of watah , an ' wade 
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in dere up tuh yuh knee , an ' take dis piece of garment an ' tie it tuh . one dem 
roots down in de watah , where it will stay undahneat ' , yuh know. Dat ' ll drive 
yuh away from home . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (288) , 204 : 2 . ]  

4867 . Dey tell me dat if yuh wanta drive a person away wit 
dat yuh kin take an ' care it  tuh a runnin ' stream .  An ' take a 

(9 ) DRIVE STAKE - THROUGH CLOTHES - INTO MUD UNDER - WATER 

dey own clothes , 
stave an ' stob 

[ or stahb ] it up 
through de [mud ] 
an ' let it stay 

down on de mud at de bottom wheresomevah dat it hit .  An ' whensomevah dat it  stay 
dere an ' rot , an ' keep afraging away , dat dey will j is ' be walkin ' - drif tin ' de 
balance of yuh days . 

(They drive that down into the mud with the stave . )  [Waycross , Ga . , (1159 ) , 
1932 : 5 . ] 

4868 . Well , if she wanta git  
' is - gits  ' is  shoe sole  or  some 

' im back, yuh see . Anyway , she gits some of 
o f  ' is undahweah ,  pant s he weah nex ' tuh ' is  

(10) WRAP TO HER - BLACK S ILK THREAD - ABOUT HIS CLOTHES 
PUT IN BOTTLE - THROW UPSTREAM - CATCH DOWNSTREAM 

skin . An ' git 
dat . Why den , she 
take an ' j is ' make 
a little , little 

ball , put a little piece enough tuh s tick in a bottle . Jis ' a little ball about 
dat much [ demonstrates ] ,  j is ' a little piece yuh undahs tan ' . Now , take yuh some 
thread , black silk thread , fine , an ' turn de thread pieces all de time tuh yuh 
[ demons trates ] .  Yuh see , wrap aroun ' de thread , dat thread tuh yuh - all de 
time so it is coming yore way . Go tuh a stream of watah an ' let d e  watah be  
comin ' yore way . See , yuh meet dis  - see , yuh meet dere . Lak yuh comin ' disaway 
[ demons trates ] aR ' de stream come from disaway tuh meet [you] , an ' yuh throw de 
bottle an ' it  will come back tuh yuh . [If  you throw the bottle up s tream ,  it will 
come floating downstream to meet you . ] [Jacksonville , Fla . , (610) , 788 : 2 . ]  

4869 . She ' ll git somp in dat he wore tuh ' im . An ' she git a piece of ' is 
undahweah , anythin ' , an ' she ' ll take [ and ] she wrop it , fold it  up . An ' she ' ll 

WRAP BLACK SILKTHREAD TO HER 3 65 TIMES - ABOUT PIECE 
OF HI S UNDERWEAR FOLDED TO HER - HELD BY 3 PINS 
CALL HI S NAME 3 TIMES - TELL HIM TO COME BACK 

from a new package of pins ] . She stick one dat way 
way , an ' take an ' wrop ' em comin ' back toward ' er . 

(She sticks one in the s ide of this package? ) 

take a piece of silk, 
black thread , an ' she ' ll 
wrop it tuh ' er 3 65 times . 
An ' she gits three sticks 
from d e  pins [ 3  stick pins 

[ demonstrates ] an ' one dat 

Sticks one right lak dat , an ' turn aroun ' an ' stick de othah one right lak 
dat , an ' stick de othah one right by dat one , an ' turn ' em back right lak dat 
[ demonstrates ] .  

(Two of them are turned back toward her . Then what does she do with that ? )  
Put it right in front o f  de house in a safe place an ' call ' is name . Tell 

' im tuh come back. Call ' is  name three times an ' tell ' im tuh come back, come 
back, [ come back] . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (615) , 791 : 1 . ] 

4 8 7 0 . If  a man got a woman or a wife , or  if a woman got a man or husban ' an ' 
he leave any of ' is  clo thes , hi s undahweah in de house , she kin cut one spo t out 

de undahweahs , or dose clothes where de odor from dat 
YARD - BURY IN DE YARD man go . He kin [ do the same thing to ] bring ' er back. 

Take it  an ' work on it , bury it in de yard . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1385) , 2464 : 3 . ] 
4871 . Yuh kin take a piece of  ' er garment dat she wears nex ' tuh ' er an ' bury 

it  in de back yard an ' she ' ll nevah leave . [Baltimore , Md . ,  (148) , 93 : 1 2 . ]  
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(4 ) . SOCKS AND STOCKINGS 

[This is the fourth sub section of sec tion SWEAT , one of the functions of the 
human physical body . As previously explained , clothing such a s  socks and stock
ings are placed here only b ecause of the magic power of human per spiration . ] 

487 2 .  Yore sweetheart or eithah a woman , an ' sleep on dere stockin ' . Jis ' 
git a soiled s tockin ' , yuh know , where dey been weahin ' it . Don ' t want any 
clean socks or s tockin ' . An ' ease it inside of d e  mattres s an ' let ' fm  lay on 

A FEW PRELIMINARY BELIEFS : 
( 1 )  DON 'T WANT ANY CLEAN SOCKS OR STOCKIN ' 

it , see . An ' when he sleep on 
dat s tockin ' , he ' ll come down 
j is ' lak a lamb ,  becuz dat stock
in ' is all d e  ways down tuh yore 

foot steps . Well , dey ' ll come down j is ' lak dat . Jis ' lak if dey rag in ' or 
sompin an ' dey wanta git chew down underneat ' dem,  see . Yuh sleepin ' on dere 
socks yuh see . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1252) , 2125 : 7 . ]  

4873 . Take d e  socks b efo ' dey wuh washed an ' put de socks in a 
de socks . An ' as de socks grow old an ' b ein ' buried - as yuh will 

(2 )  SOCKS BEFO ' DEY WUH WASHED • • •  WHA ' CHOO MIGHT CALL SWEAT • • •  
DAT 'S SOME PARP FROM US 

box an ' bury 
be cuz ' d 

[ caused ]  
trouble in 
yuh feet , or 

yuh dog luak [ dog tired ] , or knees , see . Wha ' choo might would 
see .  By s ome part s  o f  wha ' choo might call sweat tuh b e  buried 
some part from us , yuh see . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 714) , 9 82 : 5 . ] 

yuh legs  an ' 
call rheumat ism , 
in dat .  Dat ' s 

4874 . [ The words of the submargin title , informant ' s own , I c onsider one of 
the great statements in HOODOO , because they describe the essence of his hoodoo 

(3 )  IF DE STOCKIN ' IS DIRTY • • •  DEY CLAIM TUH BE ABLE 
TUH MAKE DE SOUL COME OUTA DERE SOCK 

reality . Did transcriber 
and I mishear word sou l ?  
Could i t  have been soil 
equalling dirt in sock? 

Was the word so le of the sock , which is the same as  the preced ing meaning? Soi l  
o r  dirt can b e  removed from the sock by washing . Those words dey aZaim tuh be 
able mean what they say - secret ab ility or power . spirit rather than soul would 
have b een more usual and frequent in HOODOO . S omehow , to me at least , sou l  is 
less amorphous and more ind ividual ized than spirit.  ] 

Dey claim if dey git  aholt of ' is stockin ' [ sock] , an ' if dey kin git any of 
dat sand or  whutevah might be in dat shoe af tah ' fm , an ' if dey bury dat , dat 
supposed tuh run a per son crazy . 

(What do they bury , j u s t  the sand or the stocking or what? )  
Dey git holt of de sand or  whatevah come out of dat stocking [ sock] an ' - yuh 

see , if de s tocking is dirty . An ' DEY CLAIM TUH BE ABLE TUH MAKE DE SOUL COME 
OUTA DERE SOCK . AN '  IF DEY BURY DAT , DAT SUPPOSED TUH RUN A PERSON CRAZY . 

(An old sock . Either one of them or? ) 
Eithah one of ' em ,  or piece of ' is shoe - de linin ' of ' is shoe . Ah ' ve heard 

dat . 
(They bury the lining of the shoe? ) 
Or dere sock . Dat supposed tuh run ' em crazy . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (4 9 5 ) , 

538 : 6 . ] 
487 5 .  [The woman speaking is a professional worker we have already met . (See 

291 , p . 85 ;  593 , p . l94 ; 638 , p . 216 ; 647 , p . 22 2 ; 869 , p . 307 ; and 1271 , p . 442 . )  Her 
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words that fo llow g ive the hidden myste� of the s ilver knife making a cross  over 
socks before burial 

(4)  EVAHBODY DON ' HAVE DE [ SAME ] IDEA 'BOUT DE SOCKS • • •  IF A PERSON BE WISE AN ' SEEKIN ' INFORMATION • • •  
DEY [ FORTUNETELLER OR "DOCTOR" ] TELLS 'EM 
WHERE DESE LO$! AN ' HIDDEN MY$! ERIES IS 

For the sacredness of the cro ss mark , see my explanat ion of 
Brown saw on my forehead , in my comment at the beg inning of  
on p . l29 0 . ] 

beneath a brick in 
the hearth . She 
calls this markin ' 
yuh and says it 's  
saaroed tuh yuh. 

the mark "Doctor" 
his main interview 

Yes , ah heard about de socks . Dey take de socks an ' dey - evah ' body don ' have 
de [ same ] idea ' bout de socks . Some don ' aare de soaks de same way . [Care de 
soaks = take aaroe of the socks = handle the socks . ] Some take de socks an ' put 
' em down in de hear th - take up a brick an ' lay it down undah dere . Long as dese 
things work,  f ine - j is ' as long as dey keep ' em concealed anywheres . But if a 
person be ' s wise an ' seekin ' inf ormat ion from any othah source [ from fortune
teller or doatoro] , dey tells ' em where dese lost  an ' hidden mys teries is ; an ' if 
he [doatoro] g its it [gits the buried sock] up , den he ' s [ pat ient is ] all r ight . 

(What is it supposed to do , when they put those socks down in the hearth? ) 
Well now , dey doesn ' t do a thing but use a s ilver knife ,  j is ' lay it acro ss 

dere . Mark it , j is ' make a cross  acros s  it  j is ' lak dat [ demons trates ] ,  an ' put 
de sock down dere . Don ' put anything else j is ' lak dat . An ' lay de brick on it . 

(What is that supposed to do to me then? ) 
Well , dat ' s  not put dere tub destroy yore lif e .  Dat ' s put dere tub make yuh 

turn some obj ect what somevah dey may [have ] in view - whut dey want chew tub do . 
It might b e  a love case , i t  might be somepin dat dey wan ' chew tub put ovah fo ' 
dem . An '  dey j is ' go tub work an ' j is ' mark yuh - call dat j is ' marokin ' yuh.  
Well , if yuh mark a thing up lak dat , she knows dat it ' s sacred tub yuh . Dey 
call dat markin ' an ' dey do it wit a s ilvah knif e ,  a sterlin ' silvah knife . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (139 5 ) , 2508 : 7 . ]  

487 6 .  Yuh take de socks when dey are soiled . Yuh git a person ' s soiled socks 
from dere feet when dey are real dirty . Yuh know how dey git when dey are dirty . 
Yuh g it de sock an ' yuh git de seats of  dere undahweah , knit ted undahweah . Or 

( 5 )  FEET FROM 2 SOCKS - UNDERWEAR SEAT - 2 INSOLES 
KEEP IN CORNER OF MATTRESS RATHER THAN BURY OR HIDE 
BECAUSE IN MOVING - IF FORGOTTEN - BREAKS A PERSON UP 

should dey wear 
any kind of one
piece undahweah , 
yuh git de seats 
of dis undahweah 

an ' dese socks . An ' yuh roll ' em up tuhgethah wit de ins ide soles of de shoes , 
an ' yuh bury da t undah yore steps or eithah put it in some secret place where 
dis person won ' t dis turb it . Some people put it in de cornah of a mattres s .  
But it ' s somepin dat chew know yuh are go in ' tub keep b ecuz , in moving , if yuh 
don ' take dat up , yuh s ee ,  da t breaks a person up . 

(Now, you take both the socks . )  
Bo th de socks . Yuh cut de sock off  de foot . Den also de seats of de undah

weah . Co ' se if dey have long sleeves yuh g it de undaharms too . But yuh mus ' 
nevah wash it . Yuh suppos ed tub keep de perspirat ion in it . [Mob ile , Ala . , 
(650) , 866 : 4 . ] 

4 8 7 7 . De only thing da t will work on anyone - an ' heah ' s ano ther little prop
o s i t ion . Yuh sure yuh ' re no t goin ' tub pr int dose things [here in Mob ile ] ? 

[ I  must  have shaken my head to say , no . ]  
Well , all right . Well now, say fo ' ins tance now , yuh ' s a woman an ' ah wanted 

yuh . HAVE YUH GOT A POCKET HAN ' KECH ' EF DERE? GIMME YUH POCKET HAN ' KECH ' EF . Now 
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say , fo ' instance how , yuh wanted a woman an ' yuh couldn ' t  git ' er .  

( 6 )  YUH SURE JVH 'RE NOT GOIN ' TVH PRINT DOSE THINGS 
[ HERE IN MOBILE ] • • •  ALL RIGHT 
YUH • • •  SAYS, "DOC, MAH WIVE [WIFE ] IS GONE • • •  " 
AH SAY • • •  "HA VE YUH TEN DOLLA.HS? " 

Yuh come tub me an ' 
says , "DOC , mah wive 
[wife ]  is gone , an ' 
heah ' s  lady ' cross de 
street ah is af tah , an ' 
ah can ' t g i t  ' er . "  Ah 

say , "Aw ,  yes yuh kin . Have yuh got ten dollahs? " 
tub g it ' er ? "  He say , "Ah g ive yuh ten dollahs . "  

[ Or ]  ah say , "What chew g imme 

Ah tell yuh what chew do . Ah say , "Yuh go an ' kin yuh g it one of ' er o le 
dirty stockin ' s ? "  He say , "Yes . "  Ah say , "Well , yuh git  one of ' er o le dir ty 
stockin ' s . "  Yuh go an '  g it dat stockin ' . Ah say , "All r ight . "  An ' ah say , 
"Now br ing me yuh own . "  All right . NOW PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TUH ME . Take her 
stockin ' j is '  like dat [ d emonstrates ] .  Jis ' like dis is heah , an ' lay yores on 
top o f  it . YUH WATCH ME . See how dere [ they are ] straight . [He starts to roll 
them up . ]  

(You roll them up . )  
Yo ' roll ' em tub yuh , j is '  like dat . Roll ' em  tub yuh an ' den when yuh g i t  

tub d e  laig par t , den yuh turn dat ovah tub yuh an ' roll yores ovah de t o p  o f  
dat j is '  like dat , yuh see . Well , den yuh g o  ahead den an ' g i t  chew a j ar , an'  
put nine grains of whole grain black peppah in dere - j is '  drop ' em  in dere . Den 
yuh write her name seven times an'  put it in dere - an' roll it  tub yuh . 

(The name must be rolled up with the stocking ? )  
Rolled wit de stockin ' . Wel l , den yuh roll dat wit de stockin ' into de j ar ,  

an ' where yuh stay at , den yuh bury dat undah de step , see . [Mobile , Ala . , (656), 
8 59 : 1 . ] 

4878 . 
an ' bury 

S tockin ' , yuh cut it off  even wit yuh ankle , an ' yuh kin take i t  
i t , an ' she ' ll walk fo ' evah . 

(Which one? ) 
ANKLETS CUT FROM FULL-S IZED SOCKS E ithah one of ' em ,  make no diff ' rence which 

one . 
(Which par t do you bury? The lower part or the upper par t ? )  

D e  l owah par t , de feet part o f  it . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 1 5 7 3 : 7 . ] 
4 8 7 9 . Tub keep a man home , yuh take his sock an ' put it  in yore room , an ' yuh 

put sugah , an '  yuh put a little c loves , an' yuh put some anvi l dust . An ' when
evah he happen 

ANVIL DUST - CLOVES - SUGAR - FOOT SCRAPINGS - SOCK - AT DOOR tub scrape his 
feet [ rough skin 

on bottoms of feet caused by walking barefoo t ] , j is '  lak yuh know some people 
scrape dere feet , g it some of dat an '  j is '  put it r ight in de do ' where he walk 
ovah it . Jis ' place it out real fla t  an ' put it r ight in de place ovah [ under ] 
de rug where he walks at . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 2 7 ) , 2 7 2 5 : 5 . ] 

488 0 .  Take a lady ' s  
ARMPIT - MAN WEARS STOCKINGS IN RIGHT - SALT - BLACK PEPPER sock if yuh like 

her - dat ' s  fo ' 
love - take it an ' put a li t t le salt in it an ' a little black peppah , an ' weah 
it undah yor e  arm ,  pin it undah yore right arm out side . Da t got a g irl  evah 
night fo ' a long t ime . 

(That works ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (10 7 5 ) , 1741 : 5 . ] 
4881 . From a man ' s sock , cut de heel offa dat sock an ' de toe . Yuh know , 

j is '  lak yuh fold it  back , an'  yuh j is '  fold it  even wit de heel an ' wit de toe . 
Yuh takes de heel an ' de toe of ' is socks an ' make yuh � pads , an ' put undah 
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each one of yore arms an ' weah it . As yuh sweat , his love will come tuh yuh ,  cuz 
de sweat from undah yore arms will draw ' is attention . 

An ' yuh take de othah part of de heel an ' put it right down at chure do ' face 
wit de toe c omin ' in de house , an ' he always will come dere . He nevah will stay 

away . 
ARMP IT AND ARM PADS - FROM HEELS AND TOES OF MAN ' S  SOCKS (Let us get that 

straight : The part 
you wear under your arm , where does that come from the sock? ) 

Yassuh , d e  part dat chew weah undah yore arm , dat comes from de heel of de 
sock . S ee ,  yuh leaves dat toe fo ' tuh come inside d e  house wit . See , as yuh 
spread it  j is '  as yuh cut it  - cut s dat heel off f irst . Yuh know a sock is  
double , double enough fo ' yuh tuh make a pad fo ' each one of yore arms , see , outa 
dat one sock . But it has tuh be de left-foot sock . An ' yuh takes de toe of it 
an ' tack it down . If yuh mean fo ' him tuh not tuh go away or stay ' way from yuh , 
yuh takes dat toe part . It ' ll be ' bout dat long ' cardin ' tuh whut size sock it 
is . 

An ' yuh put a tack heah an ' stretch dat sock as fur a s  it will go , af tah yuh 
done cut it , an ' put a tack in de toe of it dere , as yuh come ins id e de do ' . 
Nevah put de toe goin ' out , but de toe comin ' in . Yas suh , de toe mus ' po int in
tub de house . If yuh has a rug , or anythin ' whut chew got tuh de do ' ,  dat ' s  a 
good hide fo ' it , cain ' t nobody see it . 

(You put two tacks , one in each end ? ) 
Put fo ' tacks . 
(Two at the end of the toe and two at  the other end ? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Two at  d e  end of it - at dis end an ' two right at de toe part . 

Dat ' s  tuh stretch it  yuh know , where it be strong always , see . An ' it won ' t 
come a-loos e .  Wei! , yuh take dat an ' put it down dere an ' why , he cain ' t leave 
yuh . He cain ' t stay ' way from yuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 2 7 7 6 : 5 . ]  

4882 . Weah de socks t ill dey git dirty , yuh know . Some people ' s  feet sweats , 
what ah mean , yuh know . Well , till dey git dirty anyhow . Take dem socks an ' put 
' em  in a pail a watah , dey says . Den don ' wash ' em  till d ey soaks an ' git d4t 

ARMPIT-WATER AND DIRTY-SOCK WATER BOTTLED 
TURN BOTTOM UPWARD UNDER DOORSTEPS 

dirt . An ' take dem d irty suds an ' 
put ' em  in a bottle . Well , d ere some 
mo ' tuh go wit it . Put dat in a bot
tle . Den down undah yuh arm , yuh know 

where yuh p erspirate undah yuh arm , take dat an ' yuh socks an ' yuh rub . Git all 
dat watah tuhgethah . · Yuh rub undah de shirt sl eeve of yuh arm an ' yuh socks . Den 
yuh put dat watah in a bottle an ' d ig undah yuh step s , an ' put it undah de steps 
an ' turn dat bottle bot tom upwards .  Well , d ey do dat tuh keep yuh , j is '  like if 
a person want s  tuh keep yuh from goin ' anywhere .  Yuh kin go anywhere but chew 
comin ' dere . Yuh goin ' b e  always hang in '  - if yuh go anywhere yuh goin ' hurry 
back . Yuh can ' t stay away from home , yuh gotta come back . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 8 ) , 
9 48 : 6  0 ]  

4883 . When yuh meet ' im [at  the door ] , put chure sock on,  p ' int ' em  upside 
down . S t id [ instead ] a-puttin '  de heel tuh de heel , put de heel tuh de foot 

BACKWARDS - WEAR SOCKS OR STOCKINGS WHEN MEET ING 
BILL COLLECTOR OR RENTMAN AT DOOR 

[ toe] . Put yore stockin ' s  
on tuh meet ' im . Meet d e  
man whut chew want : de col-
lectah , or yore rent man , 

anyone . Jis ' meet ' em  an ' salute ' em .  An ' when d ey salute ' em an ' turn right 
from de do ' s  - salute an ' turn right on back an ' go on in . Dey goin ' on about 
dere business an ' won '  bothah yuh no mo ' .  

(You put the socks on �ongside outward ? ) 
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No , right straight . Don ' turn it ,  j is ' put de sock heel tuh de toe , an ' de 
toe tuh de heel . [Algiers , La . ,  (1593 ) , 2994 : 5 . ] 

4884 .  A man wan ' a woman, he kin go tuh work an ' git  de r ight foot  of  ' er 
stockin ' . An ' yuh kin go out at night , if yuh don ' t want ' er tuh leave home , or 
if she leave home an ' yuh wan ' ' er tuh come back . Yuh take her right foot  of ' er 

BACKWARDS - WALK 5 STEPS FROM CENTER OF DOOR BURY HER 
RIGHT STOCKING - ADD SULPHUR - COVER - DRIVE PEG - STOMP 

SAY , AH MEAN FO ' DIS TUH DO WHUT AH TELL YUH 
BURY HER LEFT STOCKING UNDER CENTER OF DOOR 

s tockin ' an ' make out 
r ight in de centah of 
de do ' . D is is de 
house an ' dis is de 
c entah of de do ' right 
chere [ d emons trates ] .  

Right in de c entah of de do ' r ight heah , yuh go right s traight back yuh undah
stan ' abou t f ive feet - yuh walk backwards f ive feet . When yuh walk f ive feet , 
stan ' r ight s tock still , undahs tan ' , an ' d ig yuh a lit tle hole right down in de 
ground , right in de centah of de do ' . Take dat s tockin ' an ' pu t it down in dat 
hole . Git chew some sulphur an ' pu t on top of it . Kivah [ cover ] it down in de 
ground dere,  drive da t peg down in de ground out dere, an ' dat [ s tocking ] r ight 
down in de groun ' wit it , kivah it up an ' atomp [ s tamp ] it  und ernea t ' yore foo t . 
An ' tell it , "Ah mean fo ' d is tuh do whu t ah tell yuh tuh do . "  An ' den go back 
an ' git  chure lef t s tockin ' . F ind ' er lef ' sock an ' put it right undah de bot tom 
of de do ' s tep - where de bo t tom do ' s tep . Yuh know where de second an ' right on 
up . Right cher e de bo t tom one . Digs yuh a hole an ' put it  right down in der e .  
An ' i f  she leave yuh - af tah da t ' s done an ' she ' s lef ' yuh, den she wants tuh 
come back . An ' yuh leave dat dere an ' she go tta walk dere,  an ' in less time dan 
36 hour s .  Yuh give her 3 6  hours an ' she ' ll be back . Ah don ' care where in de 
world she is , if she ' s in New York or · where • 

. (When you bury that second sock r ight ther e at the doors tep , do you put sul
phur in that , too ? )  

No t a single thing . 
(14 3 3 ) , 2593 : 8 . ]  

Yuh done done de mess ou t yondah . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . 1 

4885 . Yuh kin take a woman ' s sock,  dey 
de midd le of ' er bed , where she sleep� at , 

tell me , an ' fold it up an ' pu t it  in 
wher e she li ' ble no t tuh ' tee t [ d e

BED - CENTER OF - WOMAN ' S STOCKING - FOLDED AND HIDDEN IN 
tec t ]  it , an ' she ' ll 
nevah leave yuh . 
[ This is a quincunx , 

or quincunx magic : an arrangement of f ive points in a rec tangle (here a bed )  or 
square ;  one point at each corner , the f if th point the center , where d iagonals 
from the corners cross . This is a common magic design in hoodoo . ]  [ Waycro s s ,  
Ga . ,  ( 1145) , 18 6 9 : 8 . ] 

4886 . If yor e boy fren ' 
yor e boy fren ' or yor e girl 

done lef ' yuh an ' yuh wan ' ' tm  tuh come back - if 
fren ' done lef ' yuh an ' yuh wan ' ' em tuh come back, 

BED SPRINGS - SOCK OR STOCKING ON - S IDE HE OR SHE SLEEPS ON 
yuh j is ' take 
eithah one dere 
socks [ or s tock

ings ] an ' lay it up undah de side 
come r ight on back home tuh yuh . 

(You lay it  on the bed ? )  

o f  de baid where yuh sleep a t ,  see . Dey ' ll 
It  may be nine or ten days bu t dey comin ' bac k .  

Yeah , o n  de spr ing o n  de side where yuh lay a t . O r  yuh kin pu t ' is shir t ,  
eithah one . I t  doesn ' t make any diff ' renc e . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 930) , 1511 : 15 . ] 

BUNKS WOMAN PUTS MAN ' S  SOCKS UNDER HER 
48 8 7 . Ah tell yuh ,  dey [a woman ] kin 
take his [ her husband ' s ]  socks , two , an ' 
carry i t  an ' put it unnernea t ' yore [ her ] 

bunka [ bunk] an ' dey [ she] kin have any man dey [ she] want , an ' he [ her husband ] 
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wouldn ' t  say a word . 
(The woman would do tha t ? )  

Yeah . 
( She would put her hu sband ' s  sock under the bunk? ) 
He [husband ] b e  dere . De  [ other ] man come r ight in dere an ' he [husband ] 

wouldn ' t  say nu thin . Have her right in dere . [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  (1233) , 2089 : 3 . ]  
4888 . De  stockin ' s  an ' de  shoes or de socks . If yuh want someone tub con

tinue comin ' tub yore place of bu s iness , if yuh kin git dere socks - not wa shed , 
let it b e  dirty . Or if it ' s  a woman , let 

BURY SOCKS OR STOCKINGS NEAR HOUSE it b e  her stockin ' s ,  an ' dey be dirty when 
she done wore it an ' it a in ' t been washed . 

An ' if it ' s  a man an ' it is sock, yuh take an ' bury it anywhere aroun ' de  house 
anywhere , don ' t mattah where . An ' dey ' ll always b e  wit yuh - always be dere . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1348) . 233 1 : 3 . ]  

488 9 . You take that sock off tha t r ight foot and carry it somewhere and bury 
it and you hurt that foot . It cause pa ins to come in your leg . [ Richmond , Va . ,  
( 3 8 5 , DoatoP Johnson, see p . l620f . )  333 : 4 . ]  

4890 . Take ' em  an ' bur ' aroun ' de house . 
(You take these socks or stockings and bury them around the house . Why do 

you do that? ) 
Well , yuh kin do dat tub make ' em  not go off - stay at home . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  

(1167 ) , 1 9 62 : 7 . ]  
48 91 . Dey kin take you sock an ' spec ially a dirty sock, an ' dey kin take you 

sock an ' j is '  like a woman git ti ' ed [ tired ] of ' er husban ' an ' wan ' a  sen '  ' im 
away from ' er .  She kin take an ' bur ' it on de south s ide of de  house,  de way she 

wan ' ' im  tub go . 
CARD INAL POINTS : NORTH - SOUTH - EAST - WEST [ Or if ] it ' s  de 

DIRECTION SHE WANTS HIM TO GO - BURY ON THAT S IDE OF HOUSE 
HIS SOCKS - SAYING DEPARTURE DATE - DROP 9 PINCHES OF SALT 
AFTER 3 DAYS - TAKE SOCKS UP - PUT UNDER HIS S IDE OF BED 

north s ide de house , 
de [ any ] way she 
wan ' ' im tub go . 
An ' some way da t dey 

put in some salt , dat she put in dis hole wuh [where ]  she bur ' s  [ bur ies ] de sock 
fer three days . An ' a c erta in numbah of  days da t she perf er [ pref er ] f er ' im tub 
go ' way , she ' ll take two f ingahs [ holding a pinch of salt] an ' say if she wan ' ' im 
tub go in [ how many ] days . Den j i s '  drop nine t imes [ drop 9 p inches of sal t ]  in 
dat hole an ' covah it up . Den in dat time he ' ll leave . 

(How does she bury tha t sock? ) 
She j is '  put it in ball [make a ball of it]  f er three days , den she put it 

undah ' is baid . Take it ou t de  [ pronounce outd] groun ' , pu t it undah ' is baid 
at night , an ' fer de certa in numbah days dat she wan ' ' im  tub go away . If it 
stay in de groun ' three days , den da t make yuh have tub take it ou t fer six days 
an ' put it undah ' is ba id . An ' den take dem nine pinches of salt an ' drop in dat 
hole . Well , if she wan ' ' im  tub go eas t ,  she ' ll make da t hole [ on the east  s ide 
of the house ] ; if she wan ' ' im tub go west ,  she ' ll make dat hole [ on the west  
s ide of  the hou se ] . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (393) , 3 48 : 4 . ] 

4892 . Ah hear somp in about socks , dat chew take it an ' 
dis is de  right-f oot sock, a man ' s sock . Ah guess it ' s  de 

CARD INAL POINTS AND SOCK WITH NAME BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 
TOE TO SOUTH - HEEL TO WEST - TOP TO NORTH - 3 TACKS IN TOE 

3 IN HEEL - 3 IN TOP - · 3  IN FRONT OF ANKLE - PSALM 

take yore socks , one , 
same way about de 

stockin ' , whu t a 
man does fo ' a 
woman . Yuh take 
dat an ' put it 
undah yore do ' 

step . Let de  toe go south an ' de heel go eas t ,  an ' de upper par t no ' th .  
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Straighten it out straight , real straight undah dere . Yuh know, undah de 
do ' step ,  rake yuh off a nice clean place undah dere,  down in de dirt j is '  about 
a inch down in de d irt , an ' yuh lay dat down in dere,  see . Git chew some tacks 
an ' put three in de toe an ' three in de heel an ' three in de uppah part , an ' 
three in de par t r ight in front de heel . Yuh know, j is '  stretch it out straight . 

(You put three in the toe and three in the heel and three in the top . )  
An ' den three ovah heah in de front part , r ight heah , see [ demons trates ] .  
(Right there in the ankle , the upper par t of the ankle . )  

An ' den yuh put dat d irt  back ovah it smoo th . Dat ' s  whut ah heard dat yuh 
could do wit dat . Put dat d irt  ovah dat smooth , an ' who evah name is dere or  who
evah yuh fixin ' i t  fo ' ,  wr ite dey name an ' put dat intuh dere . Put dat on de 
sock befo ' yuh put de d ir t  on it , see . An ' den yuh read de 2 7 th chapter of  
Psalms . Say dat ' s  fo ' people - tub prevent drunkness , dr ink too  much . Dat ' ll 
break ' em  up from dat . [ This keep-him-home r ite keeps him from go ing out to 
drink with the boys . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2814 : 7 . ]  

48 93 . De stockin ' tub de lef t foot yuh know, an ' yuh bury it , bury it in de 
groun ' tub a cornah of  ' er house .  Well , when yuh bury d is sock, well yuh have 

it [ the situat ion] j is '  lak 
CORNER OF HOUSE - HER LEFT-FOOT STOCKING BURIED AT yuh wan ' it . Well ,  when 

yuh do dat yuh - his co ' ns 
[ corns ] yuh know , j is '  lak he go t co ' ns or anythin ' ,  or f ingahnails or toena ils . 
Well ,  yuh git a piece of  dat an ' yuh take dat [ and bury with it ] . [ Waycros s ,  
Ga . ,  (1115a) , 17 8 9 : 2 . ] 

4894 . An ' yuh kin take his sock, take one o f  ' is lef ' socks , one dat he ' s  
been wear in ' . Yuh know, if yuh wear dat , it gits d ir ty . Don ' t  wash it if it ' s  

d irty . Jis ' take it  an ' take a lit tle 
CORNER UNDER BED - THUMBTACK LEFT SOCK thumbtack, an ' r ight up in de cornah 

CORNER UNDER HOUSE - USE NAIL undah de baid , take a hammah an ' j is '  
tack it down a little bit tub keep dat 

sock undah dere . Yuh kin sweep all aroun ' dat sock, but j is '  don ' t  sweep de sock 
out an ' dat ' ll keep ' im .  Or eithah yuh kin go undah d e  house an ' nail it l ike 
dat so he won ' t f ind it . If yuh think he kin f ind it , yuh put it ins ide . An ' 
dat ' ll keep ' im wid j eh .  [ Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  (260) , 255 : 3 . ]  

4895 . Dey ' d  take a man ' s  socks . Dey cla im dat dat ' ll keep ' im from runnin ' 
af tah othah women . Dey ' ll take his sock, yuh see , like dey go t a rug on d e  f lo ' ,  
yuh undahs tan ' ,  an ' take dat sock an ' take d e  two socks like d is heah , an ' make 
a "V" [ see ZateP ] out of ' em  dis way [ d emons tra tes ] .  Yuh undahs tan ' ?  

(Pu t  one under the o ther ? )  
Yes , sir . 

CROSS 2 SOCKS UNDER RUG AT DOOR (Like you ' d  make an "X" • ) 
Yeah , j is '  somepin like a "X" . Yuh could cross 
' em  like d is ,  yuh undahs tan ' .  An ' put ' em un

dahneath de rug r ight at de fac in ' of de do ' .  An ' r ight where yuh walk ovah , yuh 
undahstan ' • Put da t down dere an ' yuh kin come in da t house - long as  yuh come i 
dat house an ' go out , yuh ain ' t  ga in ' tub fool wit no othah woman . [ New _Orleans , 
La o  1 (8 50)  1 13 13 : 7  o ] 

48 96 . Ah heard dat chew could take a pair of - j is '  lak yuh come tub dis 
man ' s  house heah an ' he pull off  ' is socks , yuh kin take an ' carry ' em tub yore 

CROSS 2 STICKS ON 2 SOCKS - BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 
house an ' put ' em undahneat '  
chure do ' steps an ' put a 
cro ss on ' em . Put a cross 

on d e  socks an ' bury ' em  undah yore  do ' steps . 
way from ' is home . 

An ' dat will run ' im a long , long 
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(You bury them under your doorstep ? )  
Undah ma h  do ' . Take ' em from yore house an ' carry ' em tuh mah do ' step an ' 

bury ' em undah der e ,  an ' dat ' ll run ' em way from home . He won ' t nevah come back . 
(What kind of a cro ss do you mean ? )  
Jis ' lak yuh ga in ' - yuh kin take a stick an ' cro ss ' em [ d emons trates] . Put 

one lak dat an ' den put one lak dat . Sets ' em cross . 
(Make a cross with two sticks on top of the stockings [ socks ] . )  
On top of de socks , dat ' s right . [Florence,  S .  Car . , (13 11) , 2221 : 10 . ] 
4897 . If a man leave dey home , why dey kin take dat same stockin ' [ sock] an ' 

bury it undah de steps an ' put some of  ' er garment any way cross dose . Bury it 

CROSS HIS SOCK AND HER GARMENT UNDER STEPS 

DOOR AND DOORS TEP RITES 

undah de step an ' da t man will be 
satisf ied tuh stay home . 
(Put some of her garments with that 
stocking [ sock] . )  
Oat ' s right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(137 5 ) , 2437 : 9 . ] 
4898 . [ Door rites , which also 
include doorstep rites , are almost 
endless . They will be found every

where ,  even among the preced ing belief s of this subsection on socks and stockings . 
Here in this mar gin title I have included mater ial no t read ily classi£iable else
where . ] 

Yuh kin take a man ' s socks , if yuh wan ' ' im  tuh stay at home - yuh kin take 
his socks an ' bury it undah de do ' steps , an ' he commence [ to ]  care , too . Well , 
it have tuh be a dirty sock anyway, no t a clean one . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1402 ) , 2523 : 13 . ]  

4899 . Yuh kin take a man ' s stockin ' an ' wrap it  up - b e  sure it ' s 
wrap it  up close an ' tie it  up tight , an ' put it undahneat ' d e  steps . 
make him stay a t  home . Couldn ' t leave fa ' nuthin . [ Sumter , N .  Car . , 
2404 : 10 . ] 

dirty - an ' 
Dat will 

(1363 ) , 

4900 . Ah ' ve heard dat yuh could take dat dirty sock dat he weared an ' bury 
it undah de do ' steps an ' he ' ll come back if he ' s gone . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1081) , 
17 50 : 5 . ] 

4901 . Git ' er r ight-laig stockin ' an ' yuh kin take da t an ' bury it . Ah heard 
de woman say yuh git de right s tockin ' . Ah specially got dat about de woman ' s 
stockin ' . 

(What will that do then , if you bury that under the step ? )  
Bury ' er stockin ' undah d e  step , yuh hold ' er . De man will hold ' er . [ Bruns

wick , Ga . ,  (1185 ) , 19 98 : 15 . ]  
4902 . Kin take yore lef t-foot sock an ' bury it up undah d e  steps , undah de 

f ir s t  step . Dig yuh a little round hole an ' bury it up undah de steps . Oat ' s 
good too . Dat ' ll make yore husban ' come back . 

(Do you use his sock or your s ? )  
U s e  his sock, his lef ' -f oot sock . [Memphis , Tenn . , (952) , 153 8 : 7 . ]  
4903 . _  Ah say yuh could take da t stockin ' , da t lef t one - take it  an ' bury it 

right at de steps where yuh have tuh go in an ' come out , an ' let it stay dere fa ' 

DOORSTEP - LEFT STOCKING BURIED AT - 9 DAYS 
nine days . An ' if she ' s prob ' ly 
gone out ta dere , yuh an ' her ' s an a 
bust - if she ' s gone away an ' yuh 

wan ' ' er back, by yuh ' s buryin ' da t sock right down dere , she ' ll shore come back . 

DOORSTEP - SOCK CUT UP FINE - BURIED UNDER 
[ St .  Petersburg ,  Fla . , ( 1057 ) ,  17 16 : 9 . ]  
4904 . Say dey use a man ' s stockin ' , 
sock, an ' cut it up f ine an ' bury it 
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undah yor e  do ' s tep . If he ' s  ' is wif e ' s  las ' husban ' ,  h e  can ' t  qui t  ' er .  [ S t . 
Petersburg , Fla . , (1047 ) , 1703 : 1 . ]  

49 05 . (Now, what do you do with the sock? ) 
Yuh take d e  sock an ' bury de sock to e co�in ' tuh do ' ,  d e  do ' dat  chew wan ' da t 

person tuh come d er e  an ' s tay d ere . Why j is '  bury da t sock in d e  groun ' wit d e  

DOOR - SOCK BURIED 
TOE POINTED TO 

Ary one of ' em  will 

foot tuh de do ' ,  comin ' tuh de step-lak, yuh know, an ' da t 
person will s tay d er e . Yuh won ' have any trouble wit ' em .  
(Which sock d o  you use , both o f  them o r  j us t  one of the 
socks ? )  

do , but d e  r ight-foo t one d e  bes ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 946) , 
1525 : 10 . ] 

4906 . Git ' er r ight-laig s tockin ' an ' yuh kin take dat an ' bury it . Ah heard 
d e  woman say yuh git de r ight s tockin ' . Ah spec ially go t dat about  d e  woman ' s  

DOORSTEP 
RIGHT-FOOT SOCK BURIED UNDER 

s tockin ' . 
(What will tha t  do then , if you bury that und er 
the step ? )  
Bury ' er s tockin ' undah d e  step , yuh ho ld ' er .  

De man will ho ld ' er .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1185) , 1 9 98 : 15 . ] 
49 07 . If ah have a fren ' an ' wan ' a  continue wit ' em , wan ' ' tm  tuh always come 

tuh mah hous e ,  ah ' d  git some d ir ty socks an ' put ' em undah [ doors tep ] , turn d e  
toe towards d e  do ' an ' d ey comin ' i n  d e  house ,  yuh know . An ' dat ' ll keep ' em  
comin ' in as long as ah wan ' ' em . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 947 ) , 152 6 : 7 . ]  

49 08 . Kin take yore lef-foot  sock an ' bury i t  up undah d e  s teps , undah d e  
f irst  s tep . Dig yuh a little round hole an ' bury it u p  undah d e  s teps . Oat ' s  

DOORSTEP - LEFT-FOOT SOCK BURIED UNDER 
good too . Da t ' ll make yore husban ' 
come bac k .  
(Do you u s e  his sock o r  your s ? ) 

Use his sock, his lef ' -foot sock . [Memphis , Tenn . , (95 2 ) , 1538 : 7 . ]  
4909 . Git yuh a man ' s  sock . Yuh kin take a man ' s  sock , but i t ' s  go t tuh be 

d ir ty , no t c lean . Yuh takes a d ir ty sock an ' yuh take an ' takes a tac k ,  yuh see . 
(A wha t ? ) 
A tac k .  
(Like a l i t tle tack? ) 
Uh huh ,  an ' yuh git at  d e  back do ' ,  j is '  l ike d e  man ' s  comin ' in d e  house . 

Well , yuh lets de foo t ,  d e  toe par t be comin ' in d e  house , an ' d e  par t dat yuh 
put yore f eet in , yuh let dat be out in de s treet . 

DOOR - �CK SOCK UNDER BACK An ' yuh tack one tack her e , an ' yuh tack ano thah 
d ere [demons trates as I show later ] . Well , da t 

br ings , dat makes ' tm  s tay home , yuh see , ' cu z  dat d ir ty sock wit ' is sweat an ' 
all [ is ]  d ere , an ' dat makes ' im s tay r ight at dat one spo t . De onliest way he 
don ' t  s tay , he ' ll have tuh take dat up . But yuh see , by ' tm  no t knowin ' dat dat 
ga in ' tuh make him s tay home , he don ' t nevah have no f eelin ' tuh go nowhere .  

( I  see . You put a tack at the top of tha t  sock and a tack a t  the bo ttom . ) 
At d e  toe . 
(And j us t  where do you tack i t  now under the door ? )  

A t  d e  back step - see, at yore back do ' .  
( Is it under the step or wha t ? ) 
Undah d e  step . Yuh j is '  d ig a little hole r ight up undah d e  step , yuh know, 

j is '  push dat little bo ' d  r ight back where nobody can ' t  see i t . 
[ For a good p ic ture of back steps and their usual cond it ion , see pho tograph 

at end of HOODOO , vo l . l . ] 
( I  s ee . ) 

An ' yuh tack it r ight d ere an ' d en covahs i t  up . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 8 3 ) , 
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108 6 : 2 . ] 
4910 . L ike yuh wan ' tuh make a woman d�ag. Jis ' as though like a b ig stout 

woman , yuh wan ' tuh make her j is ' fal l  away . Now, yuh takes a s tockin ' - yuh see 
dat door ? At de centah of de door wher e 

DOOR - CENTER OF - BURY STOCKING AT 

see . An ' she ' ll fall away an ' j is ' 
(8 23) , 1193 : 1 . ] 

4911 . A dirty sock or eithah a 
side of ' er do ' step an ' [ that ]  yuh 

yuh come in , yuh bury dat stockin ' dere  
an ' yuh walks ovah ' er - ovah dat stockin ' , 

withah away fo ' nuthin . [New Or leans , La . ,  

dirty 
gotta 

stockin ' an ' bury it  on de right-han ' 
come in an ' out . Or eithah in de gate 

DOORSTEP - RIGHT-HAND S IDE GOING OUT - BURY DIRTY SOCK 
where yuh go tta walk . 
An ' dat ' ll keep yuh 
down . Dat ' ll always 

keep you down where yuh have no energy about yoreself , 
gain ' nowhere .  An ' yuh br ing all yore earnin ' s home . 

(How many socks do you bury? ) 

yuh know, tuh care ' bout 

One , de r ight foot . 
(The r ight-hand side [ o f  the door step ]  as you are going out o f  the house or 

coming in? ) 
Going out , all de 
4912 .  Ah heard a 

marry dis gurl . She 

t ime going out . [New Orleans , La . ,  (851) , 1317 : 7 . ]  
lady said dat she had a son , sent away . See , he wuz gon ' a 
[his mother ] didn ' t wan ' ' im tuh marry dis gur l ,  see . So 

DOORSTEP - SOCK AND RED PEPPERS UNDER 
she turned ar oun ' , she had ' im sent away 
[by a woman conjurer ] . Den ,  when she 

wanted tuh br ing ' im back, why she [woman 
conj urer ] br ought ' im back . So she [ the conjurer ]  taken a d ir ty sock of his sen 
an ' she poot some red peppahs on it . I GUESS YUH SEEN DESE HOT PEPPAHS OVAH 
FOOD? An ' she pu t i t  un ' do ' step [under door s tep ] . An ' in less time dan nine 
days - well , she heard from ' im tellin ' ' er dat he would be home . An ' de nex ' 
thir ty days she br ought ' im home dataway . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( ? ) , 12 : 3  (at Snow 
Hill , I interviewed several per sons at a time ,  several times , 1 2 : 2 being inform
ant 97 , who appear s in 7 6 0 ,  p . 255 ) . ]  

4913 . De woman ' s stockin ' s ,  put ' em up ovah de si l l  of de do ' .  An ' dat s tee l 
dus t ,  as yuh call it , pu t it  up der e wit cayenne peppah wit it , in a bot tle , 

DOOR - OVER S ILL OF - WOMAN ' S STOCKING 
STEEL DUST - RED PEPPER - HER NAME - BOTTLE 

stoppin ' it  tight . Write her name 
in i t  an ' dat run ' er stone cPaay . 
Da t give mah mamma de haidache so , 
she didn ' t  know heP haid fPom heP 

aPm oP 'eP feets . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1561) , 2858 : 2 . ] 
4914 . Wit de man sock, well yuh take de sand from undahneat ' de steps an ' 

f ill up dat stockin ' , de sock,  like he have it on , an ' d ig a hole an ' put it in 

DOORSTEP - SAND FROM UNDERNEATH - FILL SOCK 
BURY SOCK STANDING UP - LEANING TOWARDS HOUSE 

dat hole comin ' toward de house , 
an ' he ' s go tta stay der e ,  or 
either take de bow out his hat . 
(Wait a minute , now ! Wait a 

minute ! How do you pu t that sock down in that hole ? )  
Jis ' stand i t  up j is ' like i t  b e  yore feet in dere . 
(And that ' s pointing away from the house? ) 
[ This misdirection quest ion I rar ely used . ] 
No , comin ' tuh de house .  
(You point i t  toward the house , jis ' a s  you d id with the shoe? )  
[ The shoe was given in a preced ing rite . ] 
Yes sir . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1201) , 2017 : 4 . ] 
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4 915 . An ' den dey take a n  o l e  sock an ' dey could p u t  salt i n  i t  an ' bury i t  
down dere undah yor e do ' an ' yor e man ' ll stay r ight dere . 

DOOR - OLD SOCK AND SALT - BURY UNDER 

(Do you bury j ust one sock or bo th ? )  
Dat lef t  sock, one sock . [ S t .  Peter s
burg , Fla . , (102 2 ) , 1653 : 4 . ] 
4916 . Yuh wanta br eak it up , yuh git ' is 
socks an ' put chew a little salt an ' cook

in ' soda , see , in it an ' bury da t a t  ' is step . Dat will br ing ' im  back home , if 
he ' s  gone off . Dat will br ing ' im  r ight back home an ' he stay home , too . 

(Both socks d id you say ? )  
DOORSTEP - BURY UNDER : SOCK - SALT - COOKING SODA No , one - one , eithah one , 

r ight or lef ' ,  j is '  since 
yuh git one . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1024 ) , 1658 : 2 . ]  

4917 . Take a woman ' s  stockin ' while it ' s  d irty - no t a clean one , while it ' s  
dirty . Yuh take it an ' yuh ball it up an ' yuh put s it r ight up ovah de do ' .  
Dat [ is ]  if she leave yuh , yuh puts it ovah de do ' an ' she ' ll come back home . 

Or eithah dey could cut de seat of ' er undahclothes out an ' put it ovah de do ' 
an ' she ' ll nevah leave . An ' [ o r ]  yo ' could take de mole of ' er ha ir [ head ] , cut 

DOOR - STOCKING OR SEAT OF UNDERWEAR OVER 
OR PLAIT HAIR - PUT IN BOTTLE - FEED HEARTS COLOGNE - WEAR 

de hair out an ' 
plait it . Put it 
intuh a vial an ' put 
HeaPts Co logne on 

it - feed it . [ To put HeaPts Co logne on is to feed it . ]  Tote it in yore pocket 
an ' she ' ll nevah leave yuh - she ' ll stay wit yuh . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1224) , 

EAST CORNER OF HOUSE : SOCK - NAME - DES IRE 
2080 : 5 . ] 
4 918 . Take dem an ' bury ' em  in de 
eastern par t of de house,  cornah of 

de house , an ' put de name whut chew desire tuh do on dat sock, an ' dey said it 
would come true . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1 1 6 2 ) , 1937 : 1 2 . ] 

4919 . If a woman ' s  bus
EAST SIDE OF HOUSE - BURY HER STOCKING AND HIS SOCK ban ' is gone an ' she kin 
3 MORNINGS - BEFORE SPEAKING OR EATING - HER URINE ON git any of ' is socks dat 

he wore ' fo '  he lef t  dere, 
she j is '  go an ' git one of ' er own stockin ' s ,  an ' she bury dem tuh de sunrise side 
of ' er hous e .  An ' three mawnin ' s  af tah she bury dat - don ' bury it any deepah 
den dat [ d emons tra tes ] .  

(About as deep as  your hand . )  
Fo ' three mawnin ' s  take her night pot - don ' t let nobody use it but her . She 

pass dat watah [urinates ] when she git up in mawnin ' ' bore she speak tuh anybody . 
An ' she take da t pot an ' she set it aside unt il she go out [ the door ] , undah
stan ' , an ' emp ty dat pot on da t plac e do se mawnin ' s ,  an ' he go back [ r eturns ] in 
several days . 

(She takes one of her s tockings and one of his socks , either one of them , and 
j ust bur ies them together . Tha t will br ing him back? ) 

Yes . She use dat pot three mawnin ' s  ' fore she begin tuh eat . 
(She must be fasting ? )  
Yes . 
(Then she will take the ohambeP lye and spr inkle it on this place three morn

ings ? )  
Yes . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1359) , 2395 : 5 . ] 
4 920 . Yuh kin take a man ' s  d irty sock , take de lef ' f oo t , an ' git  chew a 

white of an a ig .  An ' yuh take dat white of an aig an ' roll i t  up in dat sock . 
Jis ' like dis is de sock, yuh put dat white of a aig r ight on de heel of dat 
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sock an ' roll i t  tuh yuh . Don ' t roll it from yuh , roll it tuh yuh . An ' when yuh 

EAVES OF HOUSE - BURY MAN ' S  LEFT SOCK UNDER 
AFTER WHITE OF EGG IN HEEL IS  ROLLED TO YOU 

roll it up tuh yuh r ight tight , yuh 
take it an ' put it undah de eve 
[ eaves ] of de house ,  an ' [ or ]  hide 
it some secret place where he won ' 

f in '  da t sock . An ' yuh couldn ' t  git r id of ' im tuh save yore life . Take a 
woman ' s  s tockin ' an ' do  her d e  same way . [Waycross , Ga . , (116 6 ) , 1958 : 3 . ]  

4 9 21 .  Sleep wit dere  s tockin ' s undah yor e haid . Take yore socks an ' sleep 
wit ' em  undah mah ha id . Or take dem an ' cut de feet out an ' wear dem .  

FEET CUT FROM MAN ' S  SOCKS - WORN BY WOMAN 
OR SHE SLEEPS WITH THEM UNDER PILLOW 

(Wha t will tha t do ? )  
Dey will follah yuh . [Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , (1448 ) ,  2630 : 2 . ]  
4 9 2 2 . Ah heard da t yuh take a man ' s  

sock, if he ' s  runnin ' about an ' don ' s tay home tuh save yore lif e .  Yuh take his 

FIREPLACE OR HEATER - KEEP MAN ' S RIGHT SOCK WARM 
sock offa his r ight foot , an ' 
yuh take it  an ' yuh put it in 
a place where yuh ' ll keep it 

warm . Keep dat dere sock warm , da t ' s  ' is track . 
(Where would you keep that ? )  

Dat ' ll break ' em  up . 

Well , if yuh got a hea tah , yuh know , or if yuh got a f ireplace ,  j is '  take an ' 
put i t  in dere . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 3 4 ) , 2600 : 9 . ]  

4 9 2 3 . Yuh kin take his d ir ty socks an ' put both of ' em tuhgethah an ' fold ' em  
back in de do ' lak yuh comin ' in de do ' . De do ' s  disaway [demons tra tes ] . Yuh 

take dat foot an ' 
FOLD HIS D IRTY SOCKS BACK INTO HOUSE UNDER CARPET AT DOOR fold it  back , back 

intuh de house . Dat 
will keep ' im  dere . If he leaves he will come back , he has tuh come back . 

(Where do you pu t these socks then? ) 
Yuh pu t ' em undah d e  carpe t .  Yuh put ' em undah de carpet . If he leaves he ' ll 

have tuh c ome back . [Memphis , Tenn . , (152 2 ) , 2714 : 2 . ]  
4 9 24 . (How can you keep this man home ? )  
Why ah take his d ir ty sock an ' git me some br own sugah an ' some sulphuh an ' 

lay ' em  d own an ' turn de foots  par t up , an ' spr inkle da t brown sugah on dere an ' 
de sulphur . Roll ' em  up [ to you] an ' tie an ' bury ' em undah mah do ' step or in 

FOLD TO YOU - FEET OF 2 SOCKS - TOES TO HEELS - SPRINKLE WITH 
BROWN SUGAR AND SULPHUR - ROLL TO YOU - TIE WITH BLACK THREAD 

BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - IF L IVING UPSTAIRS USE MATTRESS  

mah bed ,  in mah 
ma ttress . Sew 
' em up in mah 
ma ttress . 
(Here ' s  the sock , 

there ' s  the toe , and there ' s  the heel . How would I roll that up now? ) 
D is is de toe . Yuh lay ' em bottoms ide up , d e  dir ty par t up , an ' yuh take yuh 

brown sugah an ' yuh spr inkle ovah dere on de bot tom of de s tockin ' . Spr inkle 
yor e sulphur on top of da t .  An ' have yuh a spool of black thread an ' yuh roll 
' em  dis way [ to you ] . Roll yore toe up tuh de heel . When yuh git tuh rollin ' , 
take yore brown thread [ I  mean] use black thread an ' t ie it . Well if yuh haven ' t  
go t a do ' step ,  lak yore [ you ar e]  ups tairs  [put in ma t tres s ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

FOLD TO YOU TO BRING - FROM YOU TO SEND AWAY 
9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 9 NAILS 

TO BRING HIM - BURY UNDER HER STEP 
TO SEND HIM AWAY - BURY UNDER HIS STEP 

( 9 5 8 ) , 1541 : 7 . ]  
4925 . Taken needles or pins or 
wire nails . An ' j is '  lak ah wuz 
tellin ' yuh ' bout de sock : fold 
dat sock,  if yuh wanta run ' em , 
fold it from yuh ; an ' if yuh wanta 

br ing ' em tuh yuh , yuh fold it tuh yuh . An ' yuh stick nine pins an ' nine needles 
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an ' nine wir e na ils , an ' yuh bury it undah yore step s , or undah dere step s , which· 
evah case yuh wanta do , run ' em  or tuh draw ' em .  If yuh wan '  ' em tuh come , yuh 
bury it undah yore own step ; an ' if yuh wanta run ' em ,  yuh slip it in an ' bury it 
undah dere step . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1144 ) , 18 68 : 7 . ]  

4 9 2 6 . (All right , you are go ing to tell me ano ther way now . ) 
Af tah yuh run off - d e par ty done run off . Well , what br ing ' er back home . 

She run off an ' yuh wan ' a  git ' er back home . Yuh take her stockin ' an ' fold it 
nine times . 

(How do  you fold it nine t imes ? )  
Fol ' d e  stockin ' - yuh see yuh take i t  an ' fold it from d e  bo ttom ,  yuh see , 

wher e de foot is . 
(Yes ? ) 
Jis ' make a fold . Fold it . Yuh see j is '  [ d emonstrates ] :  dat ' s  one , two , 

three , fo ' ,  f ive,  six , s even , eight , nine . See , evah t ime yuh make it , yuh make 
a fold , j is '  l ike yuh fold in dere . See , j is '  like yuh take dis her e [ d emon
strates ] ,  dat ' s  one , s ee . Den take yuh a pan an ' lay dat stockin ' in it . 

FOLD 9 TIMES - HER LEFT STOCKING - BEGINNING AT FOOT 
FOLD ING INTO IT 9 MATCHES - US ING ONE TO BURN STOCKING 

IN PAN - BURY PAN AND ASHES UNDER BACK STEPS 

(Any kind of pan? ) 
Any kin ' a  pan . Lay dis 
stockin ' in it an ' yuh 
burn it intuh ashes . 
Take a match , git - no , 

yuh take nine matches , S earchlight-head Matches , an ' fold it inside dat stockin ',  
see . An ' a s  yuh fol ' d em nine ma tches in der e ,  an ' d en yuh take one an ' light 
it , an ' let it burn intuh ashes . An ' d en yuh take d em ashes an ' dat pan an ' bury 
it undah yor e  back step s . Dig yuh a hole an ' bury d em  ashes undah dat back step s  
An ' if she done lef ' home , I ' ll betcha she ' ll come bac k .  

( I  s ee . ) 
She ' ll come bac k .  
(You fold those nine ma tches into stocking ? )  
Nine matches an ' nine fold s  in d e  stockin ' . 
(Do you pu t those nine ma tches all together , or wha t ? ) 
Jis ' lay ' em  tuhgethah ins id e an ' fol ' de stockin ' nine t imes . 
(Well , what s tockings do  you use? Both stockings or wha t ? )  
One . 
(Which one ? ) 
De lef ' s tockin ' . 
(Oh ,  the lef t s tocking . I see . )  [V icksburg , Miss . ,  (747 ) , 1017 : 1 . ] 
49 27 . Take yore dir ty socks an ' make yuh love ' em  an ' keep yuh . Nobody can ' t  

git chew away from ' em . Wa sh de stuff out - wash de f ilth out an ' carry it an ' 

FOOD - D IRTY- SOCK WATER IN 
put it in a cake . Cook dat in d ere an ' give dat to 
' em , tuh de ind iv idual dat d ey want tuh have it . 
(That is , somebody would take my socks , or I would 

take my socks and put it in the cake for some other per son to eat . )  
�essub . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513 ) , 267 9 : 11 . ]  
4 928 . If yuh git a f orked s t ick - yuh git a man or woman dat chew don ' like . 

An ' if yuh wan ' a  kill ' em  or wan ' ' em tuh d ie or be down undah yuh , sick all d e  
time , take dat forked s t ick.  Yuh git  one of de stockin ' s o f f  d ey lef ' la ig an ' 

FORKED STICK - DRIVES WITH A CURSE OF DEATH 
SOCK OR STOCKING UNDER P INE TREE ROOT 

yuh take it tuh de roo t o f  a pine 
tree , down de roo t of a pine tree . 
Lak yuh kin drive it up undah de 
roo t s  of  a p ine tr ee , an ' yuh say , 

"Ah drive yuh heah tuh s tay heah unt il Lulu , " or whuteva:h de woman name , "until 
she die � "  An ' j is '  leave it right dere . Or de man , an ' call ' is name when yuh 
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go der e . Bury it . Lak yuh go tuh bury i t  in der e  an ' yuh say , "O , son-of -a
bitch,  ah put chew heah tuh s tay r ight cher e till yuh d ie . "  Well , dat ' s  whut ah 
heard of ' em  doin ' wit a forked stick . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (No . between 2 140 and 
2 1 7 6 ) , 2 158 : 1 . ] 

4929 . A man could have a wife ,  yuh know , or somep in go in ' a road contrary 
tuh de way dat he would like her tuh go , or prob ' ly might be passin ' a man ' s  
house dat livin ' by ' imself an ' he f igures she ' s  s topp in ' der e  or somp in . He 

FORKS OF ROAD - WOMAN HAS TAKEN WRONG FORK 
MAN PEGS PIECE OF HER STOCKING AT START OF OTHER FORK 

kin go tuh de fo ' ks of  
dat road , wher e de  road 
turns o f f  an ' go in ' er 
house . An ' he kin take 

j is '  - well , mo s '  anythin ' ,  a p iece of ' er s tockin ' outa de foo t , carry it tuh 
de fo ' ks of dat road . An ' take it up d is othah road , about ten f eet in de othah 
road , de one he wanta ' er tuh travel , an ' she ' s got ta go dataway . An ' take a 
peg an ' dig ' im a ho le , an ' drive dat s tockin ' down on de  end of dat peg , an ' 
she won ' travel dat othah road no mo ' .  She ' ll go d is road evah time , even if 
she have tuh go roun ' an ' come dere . But she ain ' t go in ' tuh go roun ' an ' come 
der e . She go on an ' ' tend tuh ' er business an ' come back . [V icksburg , Miss . ,  
( 7 5 6 ) , 1033 : 2 . ] 

4930 . Yuh take yor e  s tockin ' - if de  man wants a woman , he takes ' er r ight
footed s tockin ' an ' he ' ll put a frog , a life toadfrog , an ' he ' ll put dat frog in 

FROG TIED IN RIGHT-FOOT STOCKING - BURIED CENTER PORCH STEPS 
HOLDS HER - THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER SENDS HER AWAY 

HIS URINE IN HER WHISKEY ALSO HOLDS HER 

dat s tockin ' , t ie 
him up in der e ,  
carry ' im tuh d e  
sunpo ' ch [ ! ]  an ' 
put ' im  r ight 

undah de s tep s , r ight in de centah of de step s  an ' bury it , bury dat r ight down 
der e .  

(This man puts the toadfrog in her r ight-foo t s tocking and bur ies i t  r ight in 
the center of the step s . I s  that all he needs to do ? )  

An ' den git ho lt of candy or dop e or somp in an ' wear it . Yuh kin tote de  
s tockin ' but  yuh have tuh to te  de  s tockin ' wit ' ou t  de  frog in yor e pocket . 

(But what would that d o  then , af ter you bury tha t  s tocking under the step ? )  
That will hold ' er undah ' is - no t ' er ,  but undah his ' n  f eet . Dat keep s ' er .  
(What d id he do with his p ee ? )  
Kin take dat - if she dr inks whiskey o r  dop e or anythin ' ,  give her some ahamber 

lye in dat . Dat will change her , dat ' ll keep ' er .  Dat s tockin ' an ' all dat goes 
tuhgethah . 

D e  s tockin ' , yuh kin take it den - de s tockin ' , yuh kin take dat an ' d e  frog , 
an ' yuh kin put ' em tuhgethah in - kin carry ' em  tuh watah an ' throw ' em  ovah
bo ' d . Dat will [make] ' em  leave yuh . 

(You keep that live frog in the s tocking ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight , dat ' ll make ' em  leave . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1368) , 242 1 : 9 . ] 
4931 . Ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yuh it all . Yuh kin take da t sock an ' cut de  ha llah 

of it out . 
(The hollow of the foot par t out ? )  
[ Somewhere in the pr inted text several p er sons call this the p�m (palm) of the 

feet . ]  
Yes sir , yuh ' ll take dat an ' git de  name of de  p er son . Well , yuh ' ll take hit 

down tuh de c emetery . 
(What do you do with that name ? When you get the name ? )  
D en yuh tak ' ' it an ' s ew i t  intuh der e  [ sock] j is '  lak [af ter ]  yuh wr itin ' 

[name ] on a papah . An ' yuh take it den down tuh de  cemetery wherevah a mean 
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GRAVE OF MEAN PERSON - NAME ON PAPER IN SOCK BURIED - CUS S 
person is buried at . 
Well , now yuh take 
dat an ' stick it 

down dere , an ' when yuh stick i t  down dere yuh go tta cuss it - see , cuss dat . 
An ' it won '  be long ' fo '  dey be [ gone ] . 

(Dead ? ) 
Yes . 
(Now this name that you put on the so ck , you write it on a p iece of paper 

f irst , and then tie it to the so ck.  Tha t the idea?  All right , you must tell me 
all that . )  [My la st statement I made many times with informants though all of 
them were no t recorded . ]  [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1217 ) , 2068 : 6 . ] 

4932 . Now, if yuh wanta take an ' kill a man ,  yuh take one [ of ]  ' is d irty 
socks an ' d ir ty undersuit an ' carry ' em  tuh de graveyard an ' bury it . Dat ' s  

GRAVEYARD - BURY IN - D IRTY SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR 
tuh kill ' im .  [Algiers , La . ,  
(1597 ) ' 3 003 : 5 . ] 

own home an ' you go t a p�r [ pair ] of d ir ty 
yore dirty so cks dat dey a in ' t been wash . 

4933 . Now, if you leave your 
socks , but dey ' s  go t tuh be a par of 
Put [ in these socks ] red peppah , grave-

GRAVEYARD D IRT - RED PEPPER - 6 NEEDLES - 3 INGRED IENTS 
yard d irt , an ' s ix 
needles . An ' yuh 
turn de needle points , 
when yuh bury it , to
wards de house , right 

IN D IRTY SOCKS - BURIED IN YARD - NEEDLES POINTED TO DOOR 
5 MORNINGS - D IRT OFF SOCKS - THROW OVER SHOULDER TO HOUSE 

towards yore do ' .  Bury it in yore yard or eithah in yore back yard , but let de 
points be [ point ing toward s ]  de do ' .  Af tah dose socks o '  ' hisen is buried , yuh 
go out dere fuh f ive mawnin ' s , straight mawnin ' s , take yer d irt offa  dis sock, 
turn yore back tuh de  house [ an '  pick up ] j is '  [ a s ]  much as yuh kin throw, an ' 
throw it  across yore right shouldah tuh de house . Wharevah he is , if he ' s  way 
way from home , if he evah go on a train or anything , he ' ll come back - he ' ll come 
back home . An ' he ' ll s tay dere as long as yuh handle dose dirty socks . [ Bal
timor e ,  Md . ,  (142 ) , 44 : 1  or 74 : 1 ;  old and new numbering . ]  

GRAVEYARD DUST - NAME ON PAPER - IN NEW PAIR STOCKINGS 
BURIED 3 DAYS IN GRAVE - THEN IRON AND MAIL TO HER 

4934 . Well , now, yuh 
kin take a woman ' s  sock 
an ' go tuh de graveyard , 
an ' dig in de grave an ' 

git some dat we t soft d irt down in de grave , an ' come back . Go an ' buy yuh a new 
pair of  stockin ' s  in de sto ' an ' pu t da t dere graveyard dirt in dere , an ' shake 
it up wher e it git all ovah de s tockin ' s .  Yuh bury dat stockin ' fo ' three days . 

(The old ones , you bury them? ) 
No , yuh bury de  new s tockin ' s  wit de d ir t  in it  fer a few days . Den yuh take 

it out an ' yuh have it crushed down yuh unders tand , an ' den shake it wher e it 
won ' t be hidden but leave a few stran ' s  of dirt up in de s tockin ' . Shake it out 
wherevah yuh put it . An ' den yuh press it out good . An ' don ' chew carry it tuh 
' er . Yuh kin mail it tuh ' er .  It a new pair of s tockin ' lookin ' nic e wit ' out 
bein ' use [used ] - ' spens ive [ expensive ] pair of stockin ' s .  Dey be lookin ' nic e 
an ' all . All right , yuh take de stockin ' s  den an ' yuh put ' em  in a box an ' send 
' em  tuh ' er an ' she put dem stockin ' on ' er feet . In three days time from de  
time she have ' em  on,  she ' s  i n  yore house . She ' s  back in  yore house three days 
af tah she go t ' em - she ' s  back in dere . 

(Now wha t do you do when she leaves you . 
you carry them out to the graveyard ? )  

Da t ' s r ight • 

You buy a new pa ir of stockings and 

(And you bury them out there or j us t  put the d ir t  on them?) 
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Yuh bury dem out dere an ' yuh git de dir t  ' way down in de grave , in d e  middle 
of de grave [ the fr equent quincunx design] . S ee . An ' d en scattah a li ' le bit  
[ in the s tocking s ] . Fo le dem up in a papah wher e de dampness won ' git tuh ' em .  

Ah don ' mean j is '  put ' em r ight down in d e  d ir t  wher e d e  dampnes s git tuh ' em .  
An ' na tch ' ly [naturally] j is '  d e  li ' le dir t  da t cheh put in de stockin ' don ' harm 
' em .  Den yuh put ' em [ s tockings in pap er ] down dere [ in grave]  an ' let ' em s tay 
dere fo ' thr ee days . See . Den yuh take ' em out an ' kinda scattah dat dir t  [ on 
ins ide of stockings ] .  Shake ' em an ' den pr ess ' em out good an ' smooth,  an ' send 
' em  tuh ' er .  In thr ee day ' s time she ' ll be back . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1415), 
2548 : 1 . ] 

4935 . [Hanging can b e  a magic rite as her e ,  but this ac tion is no t always 
recognized in indic es . ]  

Takes yore socks an ' dress it wit d e  same thin ' an ' take it tuh d e  c emetery 
an ' bury it . Dr ive a stake down an ' hang da t stockin ' on dere an ' j is '  yuh done dressed it 
HANGING STOCKING - ON STAKE DRIVEN IN GRAVEYARD - OVER BURIED SOCK 

BLUESTONE - BRIMSTONE - GUNPOWDER - RED PEPPER 
wit dat 
stuff . 
[A woman 

bur ies a man ' s  sock or socks , dressed with the following 4 ingr edients ,  in the 
graveyard . She then dr ives a stake as a headboard over this s imulated grave , 
and hangs on i t  her stocking or stockings . He is now beneath, ruled ; she abov e ,  
the ruler . A man may perform this rite aga ins t a woman . ]  

(What stuff ? )  
Dat br ims tone , bluestone , cayenne p eppah an ' gunpowdah . Jis ' rub i t  all in 

dat sock an ' hang up dat stocking . Yuh done swea ted in yor e sock, or de woman 
swea ted in de stockin ' . 

An ' j is '  as dat rain come in dat stockin ' [ and ] de socks molt away, da t ' s  de 
way yuh ' ll molt  away . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (114 4 ) , 18 68 : 3 . ] 

4936 . If a woman would take a man ' s sock, j is '  when he take it off , an ' take 
it an ' wear it in ' er hat ,  say dat would make him wan ' a  be wit ' er .  Jis ' lak if 

a man, yuh know, didn ' t care nuthin about ' er ,  an ' she 
HAT - WOMAN WEARS IN HER wanted dis man . Den if she would git hold of one of 
MAN 1 S FRESH DIRTY SOCK ' is socks , she would take his sock an ' put it in ' er 

ha t ;  an ' as long as she keeps dis sock in ' er ha t ,  
well den dis man would wan '  tuh b e  wit dis woman . But dey say yuh had tuh spe
c ially have a dirty sock . 

(Either sock, it do esn ' t make any differenc e ? )  
No . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1391) , 249 5 : 6 . ] 
4937 . Ef she has any dealin ' s wit dis man an ' he leaves home , of co ' s e she 

kin take his socks or anythin ' da t he wears nex ' tuh ' im an ' take de swea t from 

HEARTH BRICK - SALT IN SOCK - BURY UNDER 
' is thin ' s ,  s ee . All r ight , she would 
take ' is d ir ty sock an ' fill i t  wit 
salt , an ' lay it intuh de chimley 

hearth an ' put a br ick on i t , see . An ' ef she leaves it der e ,  he may be gone for 
some days ; but he won '  stay away , he ' ll come back.  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 617 ) , 

HEARTH BRICK - URINATE ON LEFT SOCK UNDER 
9 MORNINGS - REMOVING AND RESTORING BRICK 

7 92 : 4 . ]  
4938 . Take a sock, take yor e lef ' 
sock an ' put i t  up in de middle of 
a - take a br ick up in de middle of 

a hearth an ' put chure sock down . An ' yuh ur inate on dat sock fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
an ' yuh stop i t  up . Yuh take it up an ' den stop it up . Da t ' s  fo ' a man dat ' s  
runnin ' aroun ' . Yuh take da t an ' git a dirty sock - have tuh have de sock d ir ty 
an ' put i t  in dis hearth ,  put i t  down der e  an ' yuh ur inate on dat fo ' nine mawn-
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in ' s ,  an ' it will turn ' im aroun ' all de way d iff ' ren ' . He ' ll be a d iff ' ren ' man 
in de home . [ Fayettev ille , N .  Car . , (1423 ) , 25 66 : 6 . ]  · 

4939 . [An informant in the same city adds 
HEARTH BRICK - URINATE ON SOCKS UNDER a time detail . ]  

9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE Ah ' ve heard ' em say dat she could take de 

f iahplace an ' bury it an ' 
dat . 

man ' s socks an ' take a br ick up out de 
make yore watah on it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Ah ' ve heard 

(What is that suppo sed to do ? )  
Wel l ,  dat ' s in a love affair , too . Yuh take an ' put dat sock down , an ' den go 

dere evah mawnin ' befo ' de sun rise an ' _make watah on it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 
dat will make him st ick clo sah tuh yuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1411 ) , 2535 : 1 . ] 

4 940 . Ah heard dat if yo ' take a man ' s sock - ' SCUSE ME , BUT AH DON ' T MEAN 
NO HARM BY IT . AH HEARD A WHITE PEOPLE SAY DIS . OAT ' S DE REASON AH ASK YUH TUH 

' SCUSE ME . She sa id tuh take a man ' s 
HEARTH BRICK - LEFT SIDE OF FIREPLACE 

SOCK AND SUGAR UNDER - WISHES 
sock an ' take some sugah, an ' take up de 
lef ' br ick on de lef ' of de f ireplace,  
an ' put dat  sock down in dere wit sugah 

in it . An ' make yore wishes dat 
v ille , N. Car . , (1418 ) , 255 2 : 4 . ] 

4 941 . Yes , sir ,  yuh take dem 
go dere an ' bury dem stockin ' s .  

HITTING WITH PENC IL - STOCKINGS 
BURIED WITH SULPHUR AND SALT 

say, "Go . "  An ' dey ' ll 
do you hit that with? ) 

he ' d come home . She said take dat .  [ Fayette-

stockin ' s an ' bury dem stockin ' s ,  see . Yuh 
See,  yuh undahs tan ' • Now take sulphuh an ' 

table salt an ' pu t in dem stockin ' s an ' den 
bury ' em .  An ' den fo ' nine mornin ' s go back 
dere an ' j is ' like yuh got ' a penc il , yuh un
dahs tan ' , an ' yuh hit da t on dere j is ' like 

shor e go . dat ,  an ' 
(What 
Wit a 
4 942 . 

pencil . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (603) , 782 : 1 . ]  
Heah ' s somepin ah heard about dis an ' it hasn ' t been long ago . A 

fellah, his wif e  an ' ' im couldn ' t git along . So he missed a pa ir of ' is socks . 
An ' one day ah wus down tuh de laundry wher e he wus - he f ired [was f ireman ] 

HOLES 3 IN ONE SOCK - TOE OFF OTHER - ANOTHER TOE SEWED ON 
down to de laundry .  
An ' he tole me , say , 
"Yuh know, heah 

lately me an ' mah wife cain ' t make it no way, "  say, "an ' ah missed a pair of mah 
socks . "  An ' he sa id ,  "Mah wif e is tryin ' tuh dr ive me away from ' er . "  

Ah sa id , tole him, ah says , "Yuh shor e dat she haven ' t misplaced yore socks . "  
He says , "Yes , she ' s misplaced ' em . "  
Ah knowed de people . Ah know ' em per son ' lly, who lived nex ' do ' , an ' ah ' ve 

v is it ' em a whole lo t .  
So af tah he wer e gone ah wus in d e  house an ' ah ast ' er , ah says , "Whu t ' s de 

ma ttah wit chew an ' yore husban ' ? Why yuh all cain ' t git along?" 
She says , "Aw, it ' s j is ' a simple thin ' ah d id . "  
Ah said , "Well ,  ah ' d like tuh know about it . "  Yuh know ah wu z  playin ' aroun ' . 
She said , "Aw, ah cain ' t tell yuh . " 
An ' de socks dat he lo s ' ah wu z  in min ' of seein ' dem de ma s ' , see . [Mo st of 

all , he wanted to see the socks . ]  An ' AH PLUNDAHS AROUN ' until ah faun ' dose 
socks . Ah faun ' one sock [ cylinder changed ] - ah faun ' one of ' is socks . [ THE 
CHANGING OF A CYLINDER IS OFTEN FOLLOWED BY A REPETIT ION , OR I ASK A QUESTION . ] 
It  had three holes cut r ight in de bottom of it , p Late of it , where his feet f it 
in de sock . [ For word pLate see comment following r ite . ] .An ' dere wuz two 
stran ' s of  ' is hair tied in one side of it . Den she had a wad of  - where it 
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looked like he [ she? ] cu t a p iece out o f  ' is ha t ,  an ' hit wuz placed in dere  good 
an ' nice . An ' she had it sew - had it s ewed in de sock.  So ah go t de sock.  An ' 
thr ee or fo ' days la tah AH WENT PLUNDERIN ' fo ' de o thah sock . So ah found i t .  
When ah faun ' de o thah sock, she had tuk [ took] d e  toe offa his sock an ' had some 
othah kinda toe of a sock s ewed back on der e .  An ' whu t she had d id wit de o thah 
p iec e of sock , ah don ' t know, but she wuz gain ' give him de sock back.  She wuz 
gain ' place it  wher e he could f ind ' em an ' wear ' em .  An ' by dis , she hav in '  
[ had ] one p iece [ sock] an ' had de o thah one clipped . So ah taken dese socks mah
self an ' ah examined ' em good an ' ah faun ' dat ha ir in dere . An ' ah taken it 
loose an ' taken de socks an ' burned ' em up . An ' now ' im an ' ' er is  back togethah 
an ' j is '  as good as dey evah were . 

[ Though I or ig inally had doub ts abou t the pr eced ing s tory,  it  is what some of 
my informants call a pa:Pab le - like the Prod igal Son . I sometimes say , "Give me 
a parab le , "  ra ther than e:r;amp le , i l lustration , or story ; the la tter too of ten 
suggesting a lie to many informants . All elements in our s tory belong to hoodoo . 
Later I found informant ' s  s tory interes ting . The word he pronounc es p late is an 
obsolete mearti�g of  p lat , the sole of the foo t .  This is the only time I hav e 
ever heard the word so  used . I like his usage of p lunder : Ah p lundahed aroun ' 
unti l ah foun ' do se soaks . He was also ra ther free and easy with a neighbor ' s  
house , unless this is a par t of the parable ! ]  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 11 63 ) , 1939 : 2 . ]  

4 943 . Take a woman ' s  s tockin ' - dat ' s  tuh keep ' em home . Now, fo ' a man ' s  
sock , yuh ' ll go tuh work ,  if yuh wan ' ' im tuh s tay at home . An ' yuh ' ll take dat 
sock an ' yuh ' ll go tuh work an ' yuh git cinnamon , sugah an ' rose wa tah . An ' yuh 

HOUSE PLANT - BURY IN IT - MAN ' S  SOCK 
AND HIS AND HER NAMES - DRESSED WITH 

CINNAMON - ROSEWATER - SUGAR 

damp dat sock good an ' [ in the sock] put 
yor e name an ' all of da t .  Da t ' s  tuh 
keep ' im home . When yuh f ixin ' it yuh ' ll 
have yuh a house plant , yuh undahs tan ' .  
A plant , but yuh know, don ' destroy it . 

An ' yuh ' ll take dat sock , eithah [or ] her sock.  An ' yuh take dat sock an ' yuh ' ll 
fix [dress ] i t  wit de c innamon in yore  name an ' ' er name . An ' yuh ' ll pu t it in 
de bo ttom of da t plant an ' j is '  keep dat plant in yore hous e  all de time . Dat ' ll 
keep ' im or keep ' er home . An ' she ca in ' t go . 

(What do you pu t in that sock? ) 
Yuh put sugah , cinnamon , rose blossom [water ] an ' - ah fo ' go t  dis o thah per

fume . An ' yuh put da t all in dat sock . [ Ther e ar e a number of the plant r ites 
in HOODOO . ]  [Alg ier s ,  La . ,  (1602 ) , 3024 : 8 . ] 

4 944 . Git indelible penc il an ' git yuh a linen [ paper ] tablet , an ' yuh wr i te 
his name nine times down , an ' yuh come back across  dat an ' wr ite chur e name 

INDELIBLE PENC IL 
NAMES 9 TIMES - 7 DAYS 

across  dat . Take it an ' fold it an ' wear it in yore  
r ight-foot s tockin ' , an ' don ' t pull it off . He ' ll be  
back i n  seven days . 
(You fold tha t p iece [ o f  pap er ] to you? ) 

Tuh yuh ,  put it  in yor e stockin ' an ' sleep in 
Something was done dur ing the conver sation or 
fold ing . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 58 ) , 1541 : 8 . ]  

it . [My question is no t lead ing . 
before  to ind icate the type of 

4 945 . Well , yuh takes women ' s  socks - I hear talk of ' em  do in ' s ich as  da t ,  
takin ' d e  swea ted par t ,  yuh know , o f  de heel . A man take de sweated par t o f  a 

INSOLE - UNDER HIS - MAN PUTS 
HEEL OF WOMAN ' S  STOCKING 

woman ' s  heel , of ' er sock, an ' he take dat an ' 
he weahs da t intuh his - pu ts dat undah dat 
little sole of ' is shoes . Yuh know , yuh know 
d is little slip [ s tr ip ]  dat b e ' s ins ide of yor e 

sho e [ insole ] . An ' he pu ts dat undah dere  an ' he weahs dat undah ' is foo t .  
Well , an ' he weah da t s ich a leng th o f  time . An ' he double dat a s  many times 
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as h e  kin g i t  it . 
(What do you mean double? ) 
He git  da t sock twice ,  yuh see . Evah time he kin git one of ' em , git da t ,  an ' 

cut dat heel par t out an ' put dat in ' is shoe . Why he keep ' er down den .  He 
keep ' er undah ' is f ingahs [ feet would be better ! ] .  Control - dat controls ' er 
all r ight enough .  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 1039 : 3 . ] 

4946 . Aftah dat yuh kin take his socks , de  lef t-foo t sock an ' bury it undah 
de s teps , an ' put de foo t in like he come up de s teps [ foot of sock po inted to 
door ] . An ' take dat sock , de sweat from de sock - an ' wash it an ' put it [water 
with sweat ] intuh a bottle , an ' s top it up wit some cayenne peppah an ' cinnamon 

[ and name - see lateP ] . An ' shake it up well evah 
KICKING - NAMING - CALL ING mawnin ' .  An ' yuh kick it from de do ' nine t imes 

an ' bring de face of de bottle an ' de name [men
tioned for f ir s t  time ] in tuhwards yuh . Don ' t nevah put de back o f  de  bo ttle , 
de bot tom of  de bottle , tuh yuh . Always put de mouth of  de bottle tuh yuh . Be 
kickin ' it an ' namin ' it , an ' call it , dat dis will draw ' is ' tenshun from de 
[ o thah ] woman . [The name written on paper is  in the bottle and the name is also 
called . ]  Jis ' keep ' im  on away from dat woman all de time . He won ' even wanta 
see her . Come tuh f ind out he ' ll be lovin ' yuh mo ' an ' mo ' den he did evah . 

(You take that sock and you get that water from the sock . Either sock? ) 
Either one . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (1561) , 285 7 : 9 . ] 
4 94 7 .  It wuz a lady had - she took me . 
(Who was this ? )  
I t  was a lady had ' em .  
(These socks ? )  
Uh huh , an ' she wanted tuh git  rid o f  ' er frien ' . S o  she take a pair of  ' is 

s tockings an ' one of  ' is ole shoes - it d idn ' t make any diff ' rence which one it wu z - an ' [ she put those  socks in the sho e ] . She taken a pocketknife an ' she put 

KNIFE - SOCKS 
IN HI S OLD SHOES 

BURIED PO INTED AWAY FROM STEP S 

dat knife [ in the shoe ] . 
( She put tho se socks in the shoe? ) 
Yeah . 
(Now, don ' t forget , don ' t leave anything out . )  
An ' she taken dat knif e  an ' she put it in dat 

shoe wit de point tuh de toe . An ' she buried dat shoe undah ' er s teps dat he 
come in , [ the shoe]  goin ' from de house . An ' he lef t ,  he really lef t .  He nevah 
d id hang roun ' ' er any more . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 791) , 1103 : 10 . ] 

KNOT ONE - SOCKS TIED TOGETHER - ABOUT WAIST 
4 948 . Yuh kin take a man ' s  socks , 
tie both of  ' em  tuhgethah an ' wear 
' em  aroun ' yore wais t ,  a woman kin , 

an ' dat he ' ps ' er tuh hold a man . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 26 ) , 25 7 2 : 6 . ] 
4949 . Dey kin take his socks an ' tie ' em in a kno t ,  an ' put ' em  in de baid 

where he lays a t  - on de side he lays at , in de ma ttress . 
(What will that do ? )  

HIS SOCKS TIED IN 1 KNOT - HIS S IDE OF MATTRESS Well , wherevah he ' s  at , he 
cain ' t rest  yuh s ee .  Fir s t  an ' 

las t  he ' ll s tray back home tuh where he come from . [Memphis , Tenn . , (935 ) , 
1514 : 4 . ] 

KNOT S 1 OR 3 4 9 5 0 . Well , if a woman g i t  holt o f  yor e  socks , she kin take it  
an ' t ie it in a kno t , an ' put  it up over de do ' ;  an ' as long a s  

s h e  let ro� 
Take 

it s tay up der e ,  she will rule yuh . Yuh see , yuh an ' ' er git along f ine . 
sock , does she take , or bo th of  them? ) 
de lef t-f oo t sock . 

(A clean one , or a new one? ) 
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No . s ir .  a dir ty one . 
Yuh wif e wanted tuh keep yuh and yuh wanted tuh leave . she ' d  take yore sock 

an ' tie it  in three knots . an ' put it up ovah de  do ' ;  an ' as long as hit dere . 
yuh won '  leave her . 

(What sock would she take? Either one? ) 
De lef t-foot sock . 
(A clean one? ) 

Miss • • (538) 1 1008 : 11 . ]  A dir ty sock . [Vicksburg . 
4951 . A [ d irty]  s tockin ' . 

the o ther - a threef old kno t ]  
yuh takes i t  an ' t ies three knots [one on top of 
in it . Dey say yuh take yeh r ight one . Gits yuh 

KNOTS 3 
(1)  ONE ON TOP OF OTHER - PULLING STOCKING TO YOU 

CALLING OWNER ' S  NAME 3 TIMES EACH KNOT TIED 
STICK INTO THIS THREEFOLD KNOT - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS 
ALTERNATING HEAD S AND POINTS - FEED HEARTS COLOGNE 

some Hearts Co logne . 
po ' it  in der e . 
Gits yuh nine p ins . 
nine needles . an ' 
call dis person by 
name . whosomevah it 
is . Make yeh heart 

wish. See . j is '  like if yuh wants yeh sweethear t tuh do somp in 1 t ie d is tuh yuh . 
Every time yuh make a kno t . pull yeh s tr ing [ s tocking ] tuhward s yeh an ' call dere 
name three t imes . An ' put dem pins an ' needles in dere [ in the threefold kno t ] .  
Yuh takes dem p ins . yeh lays de pins dis way [demons trates ] . 

(Alternate head s and points . )  
An ' yuh put s  d is cologne on dere . An ' yuh kin weah dat in yeh pocket . Dat ' ll 

make yuh - if yeh g irl  away from yeh 1 she ' ll come tuh yeh . [Wilmington .  N .  Car • • 
(290) . 208 : 3 . ] 

4952 . Dey tell me dat 
in ' . carry hit an ' tie it 

yuh kin take a woman ' s  s tockin ' - take a woman ' s  s tock
undah a baid spr ing wit three hard kno t in it 1 until d e  

(2 )  TIE STOCKING UNDER BEDSPRINGS 1 KNOT EACH DAY 
4TH DAY LOOSEN - 5TH DAY BURY IN OWNER ' S  PATH 

third mawnin ' .  An ' d e  
third mawnin ' g i t  up an ' 
take de  s tockin ' . an ' if 
yuh go t a s traight path 

go from yuh do ' out - out chure back do ' where yuh travel de mos ' .  an ' bury it 
in de ear th . Dat ' ll run a woman d is trac ted . If yuh care anythin ' fo ' her an ' 
don ' t care fo ' no one else  tuh have her . an ' keep d em from havin ' ' er .  dat ' ll 
keep ' er .  drive dem away from dere . 

(Now . do you tie those kno ts one on each day or three at once . )  
[ This could be a lead ing ques t ion but see one knot each morning - No . 4 961 . ] 
T ie one - like j is '  if yuh put it  in dere tuhday . one today ; one tomorrah an ' 

one de nex ' day . De fo ' th mawnin ' . loosen it . An ' de  f if th mawnin ' bury it  in 
de track yuh travel de  mo s t . [Waycros s .  Ga • • (115 9) 1 1932 : 4 . ]  

4 953 . If it ' s  yore wif e or husban ' or anythin ' lak dat gone . den yuh take dat 
sock an ' yuh tie it in three knots . An ' name it De Father an ' de Son an ' de Ho ly 

( 3 )  3 KNOTS TIED IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
Spirit .  An ' yuh put it up somewhere in 
yore house in a secret plac e .  an ' dey ' ll 
return if dey gone . An ' if dey air [ ar� 

deah an ' raisin ' confus ion wit yuh dere ' ll be peace . 
(Do you take either sock or both of them? ) 

Well . yuh kin take one if yuh cain ' t git holt  of both of ' em .  [Memphis . Tenn •• 
(1556) . 283 0 : 1 . ] 

4 954 . Well . ah know dat if a man leave a woman . or somep in lak dat . if yuh 
take a s tockin ' . d e  ole d ir ty foot of a s tockin '  an ' t ie it up in three knots . 
an ' put it  undah yore b ed an ' sleep on it fo ' three nights . an ' make yore wishes 
tuh come true . fo ' him tuh come back tuh yuh an ' be in love . dat yuh could af tah 
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de three nights take dat stockin ' , an ' take a box of new 

(4)  DIRTY FOOT OF STOCKING TIED INTO 3 KNOTS 
SLEEP OVER 3 NIGHTS 

salt an ' spr inkle it 
ovah dat stockin ' , an ' 
den take d is salt an ' 
build a f ir e ,  an ' put 
dat stockin ' on de f ire 
an ' burn it . Burn it 

SPRINKLE WITH NEW SALT - BURN IN 3 HIGHEST NAME S 

In de Name of de Fa ther� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t .  Sa id 
tuhgethah . 

dat would draw yuh back 

(Whose stocking would you use , his or your s ? ) 
Yuh use yor e own stockin ' . Dey always tell me yuh use yor e own stockin ' fo ' 

dat , eithah stockin ' . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1410) , 2543 : 1 . ] 
4955 . Take de man d ir ty socks , or d e  woman ' s  d ir ty socks , an ' makes ' em  tuh 

stay home if dey have de hab it of runnin ' ou t .  Takin ' sugah , c innamon , a sna il ,  

( 5 )  SNAIL - C INNAMON - SUGAR - IN SOCK OR STOCKINGS 
an ' pu t t in '  it in dat 
socks , an ' tyin ' thr ee 
kno ts in de socks , an ' 

put t in '  it in a closed 
tuh spend in '  ' is money 
star t tuh stayin ' home 
(15 60) , 285 3 : 2 . ] 

p lace , where he won '  f ind it . An ' if he ' s  a man accu s tom 
' fore he come home , f inally , in a coup le o f  days he ' ll 
an ' he don ' know anythin ' about it . [ New Or leans , La . ,  

4956 . Take a man ' s sock , 
in d e  runnin ' watah . An ' if 

a d ir ty sock , an ' t ie thr ee kno t s  in it an ' throw it 
de sock go down de stream , de man will go behin ' it ; 

if it go up de stream , he ' ll go behin ' it . 
( 6 )  UP STREAM OR DOWNSTREAM [ Up de stream her e means a t id ewater r iver . In

formant ' s  statement misses the point o f  this rite . 
In at least two o ther examples , we also have a d ivination added ; if the sock goes 
downs tream ,  man will leave by boa t ;  if upstr eam , by land or train ( inland ins tead 
of seaward as at Brunswick) ; or , if man ha s no t yet lef t : downs tr eam ind icates he 
will go , up str eam he will rema in . ] 

(What are you do ing this for ? )  
Run ' im off . [ Brunswick,  Ga . ,  
4 95 7 . Ah heard dat dey take a 

it undah de steps . If de foo t of 

(7)  DOORSTEP - 3 KNOTS UNDER 

br ing a man back,  or a woman ,  or 
(13 4 2 ) , 2 3 2 2 : 11 . ] 

(1194) , 2013 : 6 . ] 
man ' s  socks an ' t ie it in three kno ts an ' bury 
de sock ' s turned toward de house , den he cain ' t  
leave home . 
(Just one of the socks , either one? ) 
E ithah one . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , · (1365 ) , 240 9 : 7 . ] 
4 9 5 8 . Take de sock an ' t ie de sock in thr ee 
knot s  an ' bury dat undah de front do ' step . Dat 

even yor e chile . E ithah sock . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

495 9 . If yuh wanta make love wit anyone - yuh love dem an ' yuh wanta git dem 
somehow or ' no thah ,  yuh see . Yuh git one foot of dose socks , one foot of ' em , 

KNOT S 7 :  TIE 4 IN TOP OF SOCK 
TURN AND TIE 3 IN BOTTOM - SAY 

an ' yuh take an ' yuh t ie it in d e  top , 
as near de centah as yuh kin . Af tah 
tyin ' it in de centah , den yuh turn 

BY DE HE 'P OF GOD AH 'M GON 'A BE WIT CHUH it dataway an ' yuh t ie three kno ts on 
dis end - fo ' on dat end . Dat ' s  seven 

a in ' t  it?  Seven - have to be odd . 
an ' take ' em  an ' put ' em down , say , 
An ' yuh shall git ' em . 

Den yuh take an ' come on back tuh yore home 
"By d e  he ' p  o f  God ah ' m  gon ' a  be wit chuh . "  

(Wher e do you put them down? ) 
Put ' em  r ight down anywhere in yor e 

[Flor enc e ,  S .  Car . ,  (13 3 1) , 2 2 8 9 : 7 . ] 
home . Nowher e else but in yor e home . 
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4960 . Ah heard dat chew could take a person ' s  sock an ' tie it intuh nine 
knots , an ' carry it tuh some runnin ' stream an ' throw it in de stream .  An ' right 

where dat so ck stop at , yuh will stop . 
KNOTS 9 

(1) IN SOCK - INTO RUNNING STREAM 
Yuh will go j is '  like da t sock go . Yuh 
cont inue tuh go , yuh know , if it wuz tuh 
swim . Yuh know , like de t ides be up , an ' 

it wuz tuh carry de  sock tuh Savannah or Jacksonville , or wheresomevah de sock 
stop at , yuh ' ll stop dere . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (117 5) , 198 6 : 3 . ]  

4961 . Ah ' ll tell yuh whut ah know ' bout dat - tain ' t whut ah heered . Ah go t 
a sis tah an ' ' er husban ' lef ' ' er .  He wuz atter [after ]  othah wimmins an ' he 

( 2 )  ONE THREAD FROM HOLLOW OF EITHER D IRTY SOCK 
1 KNOT EACH MORNING - 9 DAYS - KEEP 

j is '  go t so fur gone till 
he went off from ' er .  An ' 
she took eithah o f  ' is so cks 
j is '  lak he pulled ' em  o f f , 

an ' she pulled a thread out from de  ha llah o f  ' is 
kno t s , tied it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

foo t . An ' she tied it in nine 

(Nine kno ts each morning or one kno t a morning? ) 
One kno t a mawnin ' f o ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth mawnin ' he come home dat 

night . 
( She took a thread out o f  both o f  them or one o f  them? ) 
One , j is '  ' is right sto ckin ' . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1440) , 2610 : 1 . ] 
4962 . Yuh kin take a woman ' s  stocking an ' tie it in nine kno ts an ' put it 

in a cof fee can with live lodestone an ' powdered alum an ' a lick of dis heah 

(3)  SHUT UP IN COFFEE CAN - STOCKING IN 9 KNOTS 
ALUM - LODESTONE - NEEDLE - HEARTS OWN COLOGNE 

up , an ' yuh 
She ' ll stay 
dat can . 

kin tie heP dere j is '  like she ' s lef ' yuh 
der e  j is '  as long as dat , stay dere unt il 

HeaPts Own Co logne an ' 
one needle , sewin ' nee
dle , an ' yuh kin stop 
dat [ coffee can ] back 

an ' she had come back . 
dat stockin ' molt away in 

[A lick of HeaPts Own COlogne sound s unusual ,  even though lick can mean a 
small quant ity . Previously I had never heard o f  a lick of peP[ume ! HeaPts Own 
her e sounds like heaPtshoPn , a pronunciation that confused me when I f irst star ted 
working in the South . I have d iscussed this elsewhere . ]  

(What do you do with that can? ) 
Well , yuh kin p lace it in yore trunk . Put it in 

dat , yuh know, safe keepin ' where nobody won ' t  harm 

(4) RIGHT SOCK - 9 KNOTS IN - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE 
BURY RIGHT S IDE OF DOORSTEP 

yore trunk or any p lace like 
it . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (113 5) , 

1844 : 1 . ] 
4 9 63 . Dey take his right 
f eet sock an ' put nine 
kno ts  in it an ' put some 

sulphur in it . An ' den yuh put some b luestone in it . Bury it at de r ight f eet 
[ side ] of de  step s  an ' dat will keep 1 im  home - keep ' im from runnin ' aroun ' . 

(5 )  STOCKING - 9 KNOTS 
UNDER MATTRES S  OR KEPT 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 7 8 ) , 2447 : 13 . ]  
4 9 64 . Ah heah o f  ' em takin ' stockin ' s an ' a girl 
tie a man up tuh ' er ,  yuh know , where he cain ' t 
quit chah [ her ] . An ' tie nine kno ts in it an ' 

weah i t  undah de mattPess - keep it undah de baid mattress , an ' he won ' t  nevah 
quit ' er .  Jis ' do ' im  any kin ' a  way she wants tuh . 

(Would they do anything with that stocking before they tie it up in a kno t ? )  
No , no t anythin ' - j is '  take it , yuh know , an ' j is '  tie it . Tie kno ts in it 

an ' weah it undah de mattPess . 
(That would b e  her sto cking? ) 
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Her stockin ' . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1093) , 176 2 : 3 . ] 
4965 . If ah want yuh tub be mah frien ' , ah ' ll take dat s tockin ' an ' ah ' ll t ie 

nine knots in it  an ' ah ' ll carry it home an ' keep it . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1334) , 
2 3 01 : 3 . ]  

4966 . 
ing-back 

[ The following r ite  is a f ir s t  cla s s  sending-away rite told as a bPing
rite . I have marked this informant on the original transcription page 

( 6 )  TOE PART CUT FROM STOCKING - TIE INTO 9 KNOTS 
BOTTLE WITH HER NAME - THROW INTO RIVER 

ng (no good) , which some
times merely means no t a 
good informant , or an in-
formant with little wor th-

while mater ial . The purpo se her e ,  though not normal , becomes magically legimate 
by intention . Rever sal is also a piece of  magic . ]  

(About the stocking foo t ? )  
Yes , s o  fur as  d e  stockin ' foo t ,  yo ' kin d o  her s tockin ' foot an ' cut i t  o f f  

a t  de t o e  yo ' see . Dat ' s  mo s '  where dey sweats at  - de toe of  it . Yo ' take dat , 
a small p iec e ,  an ' put nine kno t s  in it , see . Put it in a bo t tle an ' take a piece 
of papah an ' yo ' put ' er name on dere . Yo ' put dat in dere an ' go tub de r ivah 
an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  See , den dere ' s  no mo ' tub dat . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well , so fur a s  dat , i t  br ing ' er back if yo ' wants ' er bac k .  Yo ' kin br ing 

' er back an ' she cain ' t  leave when yo ' do dat . See . She gotta stay dere unt il 
she d ie .  She gotta s tay dere . [Alg iers , La . ,  (1605) , 303 1 : 2 . ] 

4967 . Ah heard the s tory if you could get the man ' s left sock an ' bury it , 
he ' ll always limp it [ b e  lame ] . [ Do that to ] anyone that you have something 

against , want to get even with him . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (about 
LEFT FOR LIMP 8 3 ) , 4 : 2 . ] 

4968 . Tub bring 
sock . Yuh take an ' put it down , 

a man back wit de sock, yuh take a· lef ' -foo t 
put it  down undah a rug , j is '  lak yuh go t lino

LEFT SOCK COMING IN FRONT DOOR 
RIGHT SOCK GOING OUT BACK DOOR 

EARLY MORNING L IFT UP RUG - URINE ON SOCK 
CALL HIS NAME - TALK TO THE LORD 

leum . Yuh put one down - yuh put de 
f ir s ' sock down comin ' in [ at the 
front door ] . Yuh go tub de reah do ' 
an ' yuh put de o thah sock down goin ' 
out - shoo t it [ s traight ] go in ' out . 
Yuh git up [ in the morning ] an ' yuh 

take yuh some chambeP lye an ' yuh spr inkle , j is '  l if t  i t  up soon in de mawnin ' 
an ' sprinkle a little chambeP lye on der e ,  see . Go tub d is [ o ther ] one an ' 
spr inkle a little bit of  chambeP lye on it . All r ight , yuh say, "Now, Lord , 
comb ine me an ' mah man tuhgethah wit union an ' love . "  Say , "Leave out all s tum
blin '  blocks , hindahin ' s  an ' causes . "  An ' if he as fur away as mah han ' he is 
got ' a  come . He ' s  got ' a  come . Yes s ir ,  ah know he ' s  go t ' a  come . Don ' care whut 
d irec t ion he is in de worl ' ,  yuh take dem socks an ' put ' em  down lak ah said . 
Put ' em on down , de f ir s ' sock comin ' in dis way,  an ' d is one go in ' out dat way .  

(What d o  you mean b y  the middle d oo r ?  Do you mean the back door ? )  
Jis ' lak dat do ' r ight dere [ po ints ] .  
(That back door , away out at  the end of  the house? )  
No , ins ide d e  house . 
[ Informant thinks my end of  the house means outs ide the back door . Back door 

is meant . ]  
(You call that man by name when you ar e saying that little [ I WAS GOING TO SAY 

INCANTATION BUT STOPPED ] - these word s ? )  
Yeah , yuh have tub say dose words . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1547 ) , 2807 : 2 . ] 
4969 . (You take this man ' s sock? ) 
Yessuh, de left sock off d e  left feet , an ' cut it  up r ight fine an ' put it in 
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a new p iece an ' wear it in yore shoe,  an ' it will give him good luck an ' he have 

LEFT STOCKING FOR MAN - LEFT SOCK FOR WOMAN 
CUT F INE - WRAP IN NEW CLOTH - WEAR IN SHOE 

de best luck to be shore [ sure ] . 
(The woman wears that or does he 
wear his own sock? ) 
Well , he will have tuh take a 

woman ' s  sock, tuh fix dis up , see ; an ' a woman , she kin take his sock . [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 2639 : 10 . ] 

49 7 0 . Well , ah don ' know how tuh make yuh move outa de house , but ah ' ve had 
exp erience how tuh keep yuh - keep ' em  in de house or keep ' em  home , eithah one . 

(Keep them home . )  
Keep ' em  home? 
(Yes . Wha t do you do ? )  
Well , ah wuz to ld da t yuh take , if yuh kin git 

sock an ' put i t  in ' is lef ' shoe - j is '  ' is r ight 
a man ' s sock, g i t  ' is r ight 
sock an ' put it in ' is lef ' 

sho e ,  an ' let da t s tay in 
dere ovahnight . De nex ' day 
yuh give ' im  ano thah pa ir of 

LEFT SOCK IN RIGHT SHOE - RIGHT SOCK IN LEFT SHOE 

socks an ' j is '  bury da t [right ] sock . Or j is '  let ' im wear a pa ir of socks an ' 
den yuh take dem socks an ' git  ' im a new pa ir . Take dem socks [ taken from him] 
an ' stop ' em  up in some place airtight . An ' as long as dey stay airtight he ' ll 
hang aroun ' . Dat will t ie him by a woman [ a  man] da t was tried by a ' [ ano ther ] 
woman . 

( I  see . Now , if a man comes to the house and that night he stays ther e ,  she 
takes his left sock and puts it in his r ight sho e ;  and then she puts the o ther 
sock in the o ther shoe? ) 

na t ' s  r ight . 
(The next morning she gets the new pair . )  
Yes . See , he los e  dem socks . 
(He can ' t f ind them . I unders tand . )  [ Norfo lk,  Va . , (467) , 46 6 : 1 . ] 
4971 . Now if yuh ' ve go t a girl , j is '  lak yuh love a girl an ' yuh kin git one 

of ' er left socks an ' take one of yores an ' put - yuh s een d is b lack p eppah when 

LEFT SOCK AND STOCKING 
9 BLACK PEPPER SEEDS IN HERS 

2 LUMP S OF SALT IN HIS 
SEW HIS IN HER MATTRESS - HERS IN HIS 

no t grind [ ground ] . J is ' take some balls 
[who le p eppers ] ,  say nine balls . Git 
nine balls [ s eeds ]  o f  b lack peppah an ' 
put it  in ' er s tockin ' an ' take two lumps 
of tab le sa lt an ' put it  in yores . An ' 
take yore s tockin ' [ sock] an ' s ew it  up 

in ' er mat tress where she s leep , 
[ yours ] .  Yuh all s tay tuhgethah 
yo ' .  

an ' take yore ' n  [hers ] an ' put i t  in her ' n  
fo ' yore life an ' nuthin ca in ' t git ' tweens t 

(You put your sock in her ma t tress . )  
Put yore sock in her ma t tress an ' her ' n  in yours , an ' sew it  [hole or r ip ]  up , 

an ' let it  stay dere j is '  as long as  dat ma t tres s is [ usab le ] . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1504) , 2670 : 16 . ]  

497 2 . If he is away from yuh , if yuh wan ' ' im tuh stay wit yuh , yuh take it 
an ' yuh git cheh some s tee l dust - dat ' s  drawin ' - an ' lodes tone , dat ' s  drawin ' . 

LEFT SOCK - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST 
BURIED - TOE POINTING TO HOUSE 

Yuh put it in ' is sock . Yuh take da t sock 
j is '  lak da t gain ' in . 
(Go ing into the house . )  
Intuh de hous e . Yuh put i t  down in de  

ga in ' in . He  ca in ' t stay away from da t house .  groun ' an ' yuh bury it wit de feet 
(I see . You take the lef t . )  
[Lef t is nowhere ment ioned . Informant may be  repeating story and assumes I 
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know which sock; or  after story comp leted I may have turned o f f  machine and then 
asked left or r ight before restart ing machine in time to catch the answer . ]  [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 7 98 ) , 1113 : 11 . 1 

4973 . Carry a woman ' s  s tockin ' an ' wear it  roun ' ' is wais t ,  an ' dat keep 
' er from havin ' any o thah mens . [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1460) , 265 0 : 1 . ] 

MAN WEARS WOMAN ' S  STOCKING ABOUT WAIST 
9 MORNINGS - THEN URINATES ON IT AND 

DROP S IT WHILE PASSING HER HOUSE 

4974 . Well , now , if a man j is '  wan ' 
' er ,  he take her sock an ' wear it  roun ' 
' is waist fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' de 

ninth mawnin ' he ' ll take an ' he ' ll uri
nate on it . An ' he ' ll pass nex ' tuh de 

house yuh know , an ' drop it  chew know . Well , now , see when she wear it she done 
got [his influence? ] .  See ,  she wash it . See , where he sweat in dat stockin ' , 
dat cause her tuh git all crazy about ' im . An ' she ' ll fellah ' im evahwhere he 
go out , an ' ma ' y  [marry] ' im if he wanta ma ' y  her . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1423) , 266 6 : 7 . ] 

4 9 7 5 . Take a woman ' s  s tockin ' whut she done d ir tied , yuh know , wit sweat on 
lak dat yuh know . 

(You take the woman ' s  s tocking ? ) 
Yes , s ir ,  wit de sweat on dere an ' put it in de baid where yuh sleep t . An ' 

sleep on it an ' dat will make her come back tuh yuh . An ' tie it roun ' yuh an ' 

MAN SLEEP S ON HER STOCKING - WEARS BY DAY 
yuh sweat against it , an ' dat will 
make her come back tuh yuh . 
(Bo th s tockings? ) 

One - don ' t need but one , eithah one . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1044) , 16 94 : 11 . ] 
4976 . Nevah heard of women ' s  s tockin ' but ah ' ve heard about men ' s socks . LAK AH WANTA TRICK YUH . YUH ARE MAH BOY FRIEN ' . Well , ah take dat sock an ' j is '  put 

it undah de bed mat tres s ,  yuh know , aftah he [ she does not say YOU ] pull it o f f . 
Jis ' lak s tealin ' it  from ' im ,  yuh s ee .  An ' carry it up undah de bed 

MATTRES S  mat tress . 
(What will that do? ) 

Dat will keep ' im at  home . Ah think ' s de r ight one [ sock] . [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , (13 9 7 ) , 25 15 : 12 . ] 

4 9 7 7 . If a girl wanted a man tuh love her , want ' im tuh come back if he go 
away , dey take an ' git a pair of  ' is socks an ' sew ' im  up in de bed mattress . 
An ' dat make him love ' em an ' come back home tuh ' er .  Ah heard ole folk day dat . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1482) , 2659 : 15 . ] 

4 9 7 8 . A man kin take a woman ' s  sock an ' put it in de mat tres s ,  an ' dey claim 
dat will make her s tay home . 

(Bo th of her socks , you say, or what? ) 
Jis ' one of ' er socks - eithah one . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  (106 0) , 1 7 19 : 18 . ] 
4 9 7 9 .  Dey kin take a man ' s sock or a woman ' s  stockin ' dat dey ' ve been worn,  

an ' take dat an ' put it between de mattress , if it ' s  a woman . An ' den if it ' s  
d e  man , why de man take dat stock

MATTRESS FOR SOCK - POCKETBOOK FOR STOCKING in ' - de foo t of  dat stockin ' , de 
bot tom of  it , an ' said he kin weah 

dat in ' is pocketbook an ' dat ' ll gain de woman . Ah don ' t know . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  
(1115 ) , 1788 : 3 . ] 

NAIL SOCK AT DOOR 4 98 0 . De heel an ' de toe of a man ' s sock an ' nail it down 
tuh de do ' .  I t  always MAKE HIM BE A PLUMB DOPE AROUN T DE 

HOME . He nevah wants tuh go anywhere . An '  a woman ' s  sock is about de same thing. 
(If  you want to do a woman the same thing ,  you do her that way . ) [ Savannah , 

Ga . , (1268) , 2447 : 7 . ] 
4981 . Den she kin take his sock an ' make him s tay at home , an ' make him come 
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dere by takin ' dat sock an ' nailin ' down tuh de flo ' wit de foot comin ' in de 
do ' .  

NAIL SOCK TO FLOOR - FEET COMING IN (Where does she na il that? ) 
In de front do ' , j is '  lak yuh come in de 

front do ' an ' she got a rug - undah de rug an ' let de feet part of ' em be comin ' 
in de do ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 48 ) ,  1528 : 9 . ] 

4982 . An ' yo ' kin take his sock , take one of ' is lef ' 
been weahin ' .  Yo ' know , if yo ' weah dat , it gits dirty .  

NAIL SOCK UNDER HOUSE - UP AGAINST FLOOR BELOW BED 
OR THUMBTACK IT ON TOP OF FLOOR - IN CORNER BENEATH BED 

socks ; one dat he ' s  
Don ' t wash it if it ' s  
dirty . Jis ' take it 
an ' take a li ' le thumb 
tack,  an ' right up in 
de corner unda_h de baid, 

take a hammah an ' j is '  tack it down a li ' le bit , to keep dat sock undah dere . Yo ' 
kin sweep all aroun ' dat sock , but j is '  don ' t sweep de sock out . An ' dat ' ll keep 
' im .  O r  eithah yo ' kin g o  undah d e  house an ' nail it up [ agains t the floor ] lak 
da t ,  so he won ' find it . If yo ' think he kin find it , yo ' put i t  ins ide . An ' 
dat ' ll keep 1 im wit cheh . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 260) , 1 7 9 : 3+86 . ]  

4983 . An ' so in de line o f  bringin '  a man back , yo ' take an ' take his sock -
take his sock an ' nail it up in a da ' k  place in de cornah yer house , behin ' de 

NAILS 4 - DARK PLACE - CORNER OF HOUSE - BEHIND HEAD OF 
STRETCH BOTTOM OF SOCK ON FLOOR - 1 NAIL IN TOE 

1 IN CENTER OF HEEL - 1 IN EACH OUTER EDGE OF HEEL 
9 MORNINGS CALL HIS NAME - IN NAME OF THE LORD 

BED 
haid of yer bed . 
Yo ' nail fo ' nails 
an ' yo ' drive one 
right in de toe . 
Stretch it up bot-
tomside downwards . 

Yo ' drive one right in de toe , an ' yo ' drive one in de centah of  d e  heel , an ' yo ' 
drive one on each outah edge of de heel . See , stretch it lak dat . An ' yo ' go to 
it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' call dis man ' s  name , an ' tell it : Bring ' im back to yo ' 
In de Name of de Lord.  An ' af tah which - af tah nine mawnin ' s ,  dey say dat will 
bring ' im back . 

(Do you use ei ther one of his socks ? )  
Either one of d e  socks . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1256) , 2128 : 3 . ] 
4984 . Yuh take nine rus ty nails an ' yuh git ' is socks . Let it be real 

soiled - one , it don ' t diff ' renc e ,  j is '  so it ' s  a d irty sock . An ' put dose nails 

NAILS 9 - RUSTY - BURY WITH SOCKS - URINATE ON 
intuh it an ' bear [ bury ] it in 
de back yard . An ' a • • •  Well , YUH 
HAVE TUH EXCUSE ME , YUH •URINATE 

OVAH DIS PLACE an ' covah it up . See , dat will f ix it so nobody cain ' t take 1 im 
away from yuh . [ Baltimore , Md . ,  (149 ) , 55 : 1 . ] 

4985 .  Yes , dere some work dat people do wit ' em , an ' j is '  say fo ' ins tan ' if 
maybe yo ' wan ' a  man j is '  de same a s  yo ' say j is '  awhile ago . If a woman wan ' a  

NAME - RATTLESNAKE MASTER - IN SOCK - RUNNING WATER 
man tuh leave ' er ,  she take 
' is socks an ' carry ' em tuh 
a stream of watah . In othah 

words , wit de same thi�g , de rattlesnake mastah . Ain ' t de rattlesnake mastah , but 
dey calls it de rattlesnake mastah - but it supposed tuh be a mastah of all roots 
an ' herbs in de woods . An ' if yo ' place his name on dat in ' is sock, he compel
led tuh go . But de reason ah spoke of de same j is '  awhile ago , if yo ' want me 
tuh move from nex ' do ' , yo ' could quickah git mah track den yo ' c ould mah sock , 
see . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1276) , 2166 : 3 . ] 

498 6 .  Git a man ' s  sock an ' two rocks an ' urinate in a pan . Heat d e  rocks 
r eal hot an ' name one yores elf [ a  woman] an ' name one de man , an ' bury ' em right 
at yore do ' .  
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NAME 2 HEATED ROCKS - MAN AND WOMAN - URINE 
(What do you do with the sock? ) 
If yuh name one de rocks de man , 
wrap dat rock up in ' i s sock an ' 

bury it right at de do ' .  He' ll always come 
(Which sock do you use ? ) 

dere . 

De right . [ Norfolk, Va . ,  (465) , 457 : 11 . ] 
4987 . I f  yuh git holt a man ' s stockin ' - sock, but i t ' s  go tta be d irty , a 

dirty sock . Now,  j i s '  lak ef mah husban ' wuz tuh go off an ' leave me , s ee .  
Now , ah ' d  want mah husban ' back . Ah ' d  take his d irty sock an ' f ill dis  sock up 

NAME 5 T IMES , HIS - HERS 5 T IMES ACRO S S  
PUT WITH SALT AND SUGAR IN H I S  LEFT SOCK 

wit salt - would git  a sack of salt . 
Used tuh be time we used tuh buy dese 
cloth sacks o f  salt an ' ah guess yuh 
kin f i n '  ' em now .  De sack of salt , 

an ' take de salt an ' f ill i t  half full regardless tuh where he ' s  gone . He done 
forgo t about it . Would f ill dat sock half fulla salt - dirty sock, an ' take a 
p iece o f  papah an ' wr ite his name ' cross lak dis [ d emonstrates - one name below 
the o ther ] on de papah . Have de papah s quare ,  write his name ' cross f ive t imes 
an ' den turn dat papah right roun ' ag ' in an ' write mine , ef ah want ' im  back -
f ive t ime on his ' n . See . 

(Wait a minute . You wr ite his name f ive t imes , one right above the o ther , 
down in a line [ column] . Then turn the paper around and write this o ther name 
j ust across i t  f ive times . )  

Thas  right , yessuh . 
(Do you t ake bo th of his socks ? )  
One - yuh see , whenevah a sock ' s d irty , a pusson kin tell d e  right-foot sock 

from de left-foot sock , an ' always take de left-foot sock, an ' . 
(You said which is which when they are dirty? ) 

Yessuh . 
(How? ) 
On account hit be ' s  shaped lak a foot . Yuh see , tuh strictly ' tenshun [ if you 

pay strict attention] , yuh kin see where de toes f i t  in i t . Becuz i t ' s  go t ta be 
a whole sock tuh f ix it tuh git  anybody back,  yuh see . But a raggly [ raggedly] 
sock yuh cain ' t  tell nuthin about it ' cuz it don ' t have no shape tuh i t . 

Take dat sock an ' f ill it half fulla salt an ' den af tah dat name is wrote , put 
it down in de sock , see . A�' den f ill dat sock up tuh de ankle wi t de salt . An ' 
den sprinkle some sugah . Put some sugah on top dat salt . 

(Now f irst you put the salt in the sock, half full . Then you put the paper in 
and then you f ill up some more salt . )  

An ' den put some sugah on top of i t , about half a teacup o f  sugah on top of 
it . An ' bury dat sock at de front step s . Bury it up undah de front steps wi t 
de feet comin ' in . In about f ive or seven days dat man will be back home . [Mo 
b ile , Ala . , ( 6 9 2 ) , 9 2 6 : 1 . ] 

4988 . Well , if  yuh go t a woman an ' yuh wan '  ' er back,  an ' she done lef ' yuh 
yuh j i s '  take her stockin ' s .  Yuh take her stockin ' an ' wr ite her name nine 

times , an ' yuh puts it in ' er 
NAME 9 TIMES - IN BOTH STOCKINGS - BURY AT DOOR stockin ' an ' bury de stockin'  

right by de do ' ,  see . An ' when 
yuh walks ovah i t , she ' ll wandah right back home , see . 

(Take one stocking? ) 
Bo th o f  ' em . No t no new stockin ' though . I t ' s  go t tuh be ole stockin ' s  she 

been wear in ' ,  see . New stockin ' s  won ' t do no good . 
(Bury them at the entrance to the door any special way or j us t  any old way? ) 
Jis ' bury ' em any kinda way ,  right in fronta de door where yuh walks ovah , yuh 
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see . [New Orleans . La . 1  (823) 1 1190 : 5 . ]  
4989 . Yuh take nine needles an ' put ' em cro s sways in de sock 1 an ' put red 

peppah 1 garlic an ' dese little nets  dat yuh buy from de drug sto ' . 

NEEDLES 9 - CROS SWAYS IN THE SOCK 
PEPPER - GARLIC - HAIR NETS - CLAY DUST 

MATCHES 9 - SEW UP SOCK - UNDER BED 
INTERCOURSE CLOTH - WEAR 9 DAYS - WASH HIS PLATE WITH 

of matches . Takes nine matches an ' nine needles an ' 
sew it  up . An ' den yuh take dat sock an ' j i s '  throw 
throw it on up ovah de do ' .  

(What will happen then? ) 

(Hair nets . )  
Yuh take dem an ' put ' em 
in de sock 1 an ' den yuh 
git some clay dust an ' 
pack it 1 an ' sew dat sock 
up . Dat ' s  de way yuh fix 
de sock against matches . 
Yuh take de same amount 

fix ' em  in dat sock 1 an ' den 
it up undah de bed 1 or j is '  

Well 1 dat ' s tuh bring ' em  back . When he do come back 1 yuh take his cloth an ' 
wear it . Af tah yuh ' all have intahco ' se 1  yuh take de cloth an ' wear it  nine days . 
An ' in de mawnin ' af tah yuh wear i t  nine days 1 yuh take dat cloth an ' wipe his 
plate out wit it . 

(That will hold him there? ) 
Keep ' im  der e .  [Memphi s 1  Tenn • • ( 959) 1 1543 : 8 . ] 
4990 . (That l ittle bow in the back of the hat . )  
Dey take dat bow out an ' dey dress it - dey carry it tuh de two-head [who 

dresses it] . An ' dey tell ' im what kind of p owdahs dey ' ve got . Dey ' ve got 

NEEDLES AND PINS - WOMAN UNKNOWINGLY 
SEPARATES HUSBAND AND WIFE 

graveyard powdah 1 rattlesnake powdah 1 
and - whut is  dat othah? [Three ingred
ients ] .  Well 1 dey take dat . Dat ' s  to 
keep dere husban ' wit 1 em 1 cuz ah sepa

rate a lady an ' ' er husban ' by not knowin ' at de time 1 den bein ' young an ' didn ' t 
know . Dey take a sock af tah dey done wore it an ' dey pin it . 

(They do what? ) 
Dey takes de toe of i t  an ' dey pins it  tuhgethah di saway . Dey git a pack of 

[new] needles an ' a pack of [new] pins an ' dey j is '  cross dem pins crossways -
ga in ' an ' comin ' like dat in both socks . An ' dey eithah put it in de bottom of 
dere trunk or  bot tom of dere drawahs somewhere .  an ' ·dey keep i t  der e . Dat ' s  tuh 
keep dere husban ' wit ' em  an ' he won ' t go roun ' wit no to thah women . 

(Well 1 what was your experience? What did you do 1 when you said you were a 
girl ? )  

[ She does not understand . ]  
(You did something . you said ? ) 
I took - I wuz stayin 1 1 me an ' de lady - ah wuz youn ' an ' didn ' t know nuthin 

den about for tunetellahs . An ' she had one room an 1 ah anothah room .  An 1  mah 
clo thes wuz in 1 er trunk too 1 becuz ah didn 1 t have any wardrobe tuh put mines in 
at de time . An 1 ah wuz cleanin 1 de trunk out dat Friday night 1 an 1 ah seen de 
two dirty socks in dere . Ah said tuh mahself 1 "Well 1 whose dir ty socks down in 
dere wit all de clean clothes in dere . "  So ah went an ' ah took de socks an ' sat 
down . It took me ovah a hour tuh �ick de p ins an ' needles outa dere 1 dey wuz so 
rusty . An 1 ah washed dem socks an evahthin 1  an 1 dat separate her an ' ' er husban . 

NEW NEEDLES ,  THREAD , SOCKS - NARC I S SUS PERFUME 
9 T IMES PERFUMED THREADED NEEDLE THROUGH SOCKS 

[ New Orleans 1 La • • (845) 1 129 0 : 1 . ] 
4991 . Yuh kin take a needle -
lak ah wants tuh put chew in 
cripple condition . ah buy yuh a 

bran ' -new pair of socks an ' take dat needle 1 an ' take me some thread an ' git me 
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some Narciss [ Narcissus ] P erfume , an ' wet dat thread wit dat Narciss  P erfume . 
An ' stick da t needle through dem socks dat ah bought fo ' yuh nine times - j is '  
s t ick da t needle through dere . Pull dat thread through dere , don ' t  leave i t  in 
dere - j is '  stick it  in dere an ' pull it  through dere nine times . An ' den give 
yuh do se socks an ' yuh put do se socks on . Why give yuh de wors ' rheumatism ,  or 
de wors ' pains - yuh won ' t  have de use of yore laigs . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1120a ) , 

1800 : 7 . ]  
NEW TWINE THREAD - WRAP TO YOU - ABOUT SOCKS 4 9 92 . Yuh kin git ' is socks an ' 

git some new twine thread . An ' 
yuh know , bring i t  tub yuh - wrap i t  [ thread ] tuhwards , tub yuh [ about the socks ] 
an ' take an ' sew it  [ the tied up socks ] up in de mattress . Dat will make yuh 
love her . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1101) , 1 7 7 5 : 14 . ] 

4993 . D ey take a woman ' s  s tockin ' ,  bran ' -new ·s tockin ' ,  af tah she ' d  wo ' [wore]  
it  one time . An ' yuh git hol ' do£ [ hold of ] it  an ' put it  in runnin ' watah . Why 

she ' d  leave an ' would nevah come 
NEW STOCKINGS - WORN ONCE - INTO RUNNING WATER back where yuh a t . 

(Either stocking ? )  
Dey take d e  both s tockin ' s .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414) , 2445 : 1 . ] 

4 9 94 .  Tub keep yore husban ' wit yuh altuhgethah , take one of ' is dirty socks 
an ' yuh tie it  aroun ' yore wais ' ,  an ' wear it nine days an ' nine night ; but yuh 

mus ' no t let ' im ketch yuh wi t it . Yuh 
9 DAYS - 9 NIGHTS - SHE WEARS HIS SOCK see , dat ' s  tyin ' him up - yuh s ee ,  keep 

in ' ' im  dere . 
(Then what do you do after you keep it  around your waist the nine days and nine 
nights? ) 

Take it  off dey say an ' yuh kin keep it - j is '  keep it . Roll it  up an ' yuh 
put i t  undahneat ' yore mattress - in yore mattress . [New Orleans , La . , (804) , 
11 31 : 2 . ] 

4995 . An ' dey kin take yore socks an ' things an ' hurt chub . De way da t ' s  
done done , dey kin take yore sock an ' put nine needles in yore socks , an ' have 

i t  tied [ actually sewed ] right where 
9 NEEDLES - NEW - CROSSED IN LEFT SOCK yuh s leep at on de baid . Where yuh 

sleep at , sew it  down in de mattress 
where yuh cain ' t see it . An ' ah ' ll guarantee yuh , like if yuh want ' s  tub quit 
da t woman , yuh canno t leave her . 

(All you do is use tha t  dirty sock . ) 
Yore dirty sock , yore dirty sock . 
(Bo th of them? ) 
No , j is '  �ne of ' em - yore lef t-foot sock . An ' yuh be ' s  - j is '  like dere ' s  

swea t in ' em , dey have yore sweat up in dere . Well , see , dey take a needle . 
(They do wha t ? ) 
Dey take a package of bran ' -new needles . Yuh know, go  tub de s to ' an ' git  

some bran ' -new needles . 
[Long pause . ]  
(Yes . )  
Wha t dey nevah been used , wi t dem little gold eyes tub ' em . Dey take an ' 

puts nine o f  ' em  [ demons tra tes ] ma ' ks [marks ] it  across like here , an ' across 
like disaway , an ' dey have i t  across dataway . Yuh undahs tan ' .  

(Cro ss them up ? )  
Yes , sir , an ' den turn aroun ' an ' take ' em  - take da t thin ' [dressed sock ] 

an ' wrap it  up tight , j is '  like a little ball or somepin, an ' open de mattress 
up an ' sew da t undah de mattress . An ' ah guarantee yuh , i f  yuh wanta quit ' er ,  
yuh can ' t leave ' er .  She kin do yuh anythin ' she wants an ' go anywheres . Yuh 
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won ' t say 
4996 . 

ke ' ch ' ef ,  
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nuthin . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (841) , 127 2 : 6 . ] 
Dey had mah husban ' [fixed]  now . Hi s sock in a bran ' -new white han ' 
nine needles an ' nine p ins - new p ins [ and surely also new needles ] -

9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS - NEW WHITE HANDKERCHIEF 
GRAVEYARD D IRT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SOCK 

graveyard dirt , cayenne pepper , an ' 
dey wuz all in dat bo t tle what ah 
foun ' undah mah s tep s . An ' so [ it ]  
wu z  mah husban ' s  dirty sock . Dey 

had it fi�ed wi t somep in in i t  an ' wearin ' 
s elf . 

i t  roun ' ' er wais t . Ah sees dat mah-

[ No t  round the woman ' s  wa ist ! 
(Wha t did that do to him? ) 

She saw the sock showed to her by the doctor ! ] 

Well , he recogni zed it [ the sock produced by the doctor] - saw de whole thing . 
An ' so ah go t somebody look at ' im an ' de woman dat looked at . , im  tole me dat 
dere wuz a g irl af tah ' im befo ' he s tarted courtin ' me . De girl went ' erself an ' 
she s tole his dirty sock , had i t  fi�ed [by a doctor ] an ' wore - had it roun ' ' er 
wai s ' .  

(Well ,  did thi s woman [doctor ] tell you how to get rid of  that? Wha t to do to 
get  rid of it? ) 

She give me some medic ine , but wha t de medic ine wuz ah don ' t know . 
[She give me same medicine is amb iguous . Was it for herself or husband? If 

for her , then we have one of those rare examples of  MED IC INE BY PROXY - marg in 
title p . 3 65 . Thi s s tory came early in my hoodoo collecting days , otherwi s e  I 
would have asked for further details . It i s  evident that the woman on finding 
the bottle took it to a woman , who told her what was ins ide and why the ingredi
ents had been planted at  the steps . ]  [ Newport News , Va . ,  ( 481) , 5 03 : 2 . ]  

9 NEEDLES TWICE - SOCKS ROLLED TO YOU - SUGAR 
4997 . If yuh wanted de man - if 
a woman wanted a man , yuh could 

socks an ' fold ' em  tub yuh an ' take 
all de time an ' put nine needles on 

(Tha t is 18 needles altogether . )  

take his socks . Have his dirty 
a teaspoonfula sugah . An ' ro ll ' em  tub yuh 
each end . 

An ' den take dem socks an ' put ' em undah yore bed an ' s leep on i t . Dat ' ll 
make him s tay c lose tub yuh . [Memphi s , Tenn . , (1548) , 1707 : 1 . ] 

NORTH C ORNER OF HOUSE 
4998 . Take dat s tockin ' an ' carry it tub de no ' th cornah 
of de house an ' bury it . Bury it in de no ' th cornah of 
de house an ' yuh j is '  lingah . Yuh won ' t die , yuh j is '  

lingah , have pains in yuh laigs . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (109 2 ) , 175 9 : 14 . ] 
4999 . Dey ties da t fo ' love . Dey say dey take a woman ' s  s tockin'  an ' keep 

it out fo ' so many days , er [ o r ]  so many mawnin ' s ,  an ' dey ties it in so many 

NORTH S IDE OF TREE 
STAPLE STOCKING WITH 3 KNOTS 

knots  - three cord kno t s . Yuh know , tub love ah 
reckon . Dey wan '  chew tub love ' em .  Three tub 
four kno t s . An ' den dey take de foot  of dat 
s tockin ' , take a na il dat ' s  not got a head on 

each end - j i s '  a nail bent kinda like dis [ demons trates a s taple ] . Drive i t  
i n  de  north cornah [ s ide ] o f  a tree . An ' dey say long as d a t  kno t t ied dere , 
why yuh an ' dem people will be tuhgethah . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1 0 7 3 ) , 1 7 35 : 3 . ] 

5 000 . De sock - anyone ' s  sock . Well yuh take it , de sock , if yuh wanta 
br ing - dat ' s  ano thah bring-back . Or yuh could take it an ' put de heel of de  
sock in de  do ' j i s '  as yore shoe , undah de rug or anywhere . Yuh have tub put 
i t  undah de rug tub keep anybody f rom seein ' it . Well , dat ' s tub keep ' em in , 
yuh see . Yuh take de sock an ' put some Jockey CZub [Perfume ] - no , Three Jacks 
Perfume , Three S 's [ SS S ] , an ' Th�ee Kings. Yuh go tub de drug sto ' an ' g i t  dat . 
Dat ' s a good perfume . Yuh put i t  in dere an ' yuh put de sho e [ sock ] - put de 
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sock undah de rug . See ,  all  dat ' s  drawin ' .  
success fo ' yore home an ' fo ' yuhself , too . 

Den yuh could bathe in bluein ' an ' 
Anywhere yuh wanta go gamblin ' , take 

PERFUMES : THREE JACKS - THREE S 's - THREE KINGS 
ON HEEL OF SOCK - UNDER RUG AT DOOR - A BRING-BACK 
THESE D�WING PERFUMES ALSO MAKE GAMBLING TOBY 
BATHE IN BLUEING FOR SUCCESS - JOHN DE CONKAH AND 
S ILVER D IME IN RED FLANNEL BAG FED GIN WINS GAMES 

dat Three Ja�ks� Three Kings , 
an ' Three S 's an ' dey could 
make a toby [a hand] out of 
it . Yuh could take a s ilver 
dime an ' de Three Ja�ks an ' 
Three S ' s an ' de John de 
Conkah an ' red flannel . Well 

yuh put all dat togethah an ' make a little sack , yuh see , an ' give it  [feed i t ]  a 
little likkah lak gin .  Well , yuh put a little gin i n  it tuh wet it , an ' yuh go 
an ' make money , lak in gamblin '  games - yuh shoot dice . [Algiers , La . , (1594 ) , 
2896 : 7 . ] 

5001 .  [ P illow - like the words door , f ireplac e ,  eaves and s teps - is one of 
the many magic places about the hous e ;  place only when it  is on the bed where it 

b elongs . Pillow on the top shelf of a closet or up in the attic is  no t 
PILLOW a magic place or obj ec t , unless it has been s pec ially dressed. ] 

A woman kin take a man ' s sock an ' kin put it  undahneat '  ' er pillah dat 
she lays on at night In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' de Ho Zy Ghost tuh br ing 
' im ' er way .  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2 2 38 : 1 . ] 

POCKET 

500 2 .  A man take a woman ' s  s tockin ' an ' tote it in his pocket an ' she ' d  
always s tay at home . Dat ' s  whut ah heard . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1370) , 
24 28 : 3 . ] 
500 3 .  A man kin take a woman ' s  s tockin ' , he kin dress it - whut dey 
call dressin ' .  Take dat yuh see - take dat s tockin ' an ' carry it off 

somewhere an ' git off tuh deyself . An ' skin yuh [ thing ] back an ' de  whut chew 

PREPUCE OR FORESKIN SCUM 
call gnat bread be roun ' dere - be ' s  roun ' de haid of 
yore [ thing ] . Well , why s ee ,  yuh take da t an ' yuh 
balled i t  up an ' go tuh runnin ' wa tah an ' wet de s tock

in ' . Well , dat makes all dat s tuff be  ' solved [ dissolved ] all through . Well , 
now , when she put dem s tockin ' s  on ag ' in ,  dere ain ' t nuthin in de worl ' will keep 
' er from bein '  wit dat man no way whatevah - she ' s fer ' im .  

(What d o  they call that s tuff - sort o f  scum-like o n  the head of his tool? )  
Yeah , bread. 
(What do you call that s tuff ?  I didn ' t unders tand that name? ) 
Dey call it  gnat bread. 
(What does the f ir s t  word mean? Gnat like a little bug? Gnat bread? )  
Dat ' s right . 
[My emphasis shows interes t  and surprise . I had not heard the term for year s , 

momentar ily could s carcely recall the f ir s t  word . Year s ago this cond ition wa s 
associated with a lack of per sonal hygiene ; the reason for the word saum . If I 
remember , the term does not appear elsewhere in HOODOO . ]  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1097 ) , 
1 7 6 9 : 6 . ] 

5004 . Dey kin take yore 
dey wan ' a  do , af tah dey are 

socks or s tockin ' s an ' j is '  make yuh do anythin ' dat 
d irty;  but if dey clean , dey cain ' t do yuh nuthin . 

PSALM 23 REAn 3 TIMES A DAY - OVER SOCK 
DRESSED WITH URINE - BURIED WITH SUGAR 

(Now how - what would they do with 
that ? )  
Well , fo ' a ins tant [ ins tance ] ;  j is '  
lak mah husban ' treat (mis treat ] me . 

All right . Now , mah 
lef ' one - or if yuh 
put some sugah in it 
read de 23rd Psalm .  

husban ' go on away an ' wants ' im  back . Take dose socks , de 
cain ' t git  it , take de bow from ' is hat , or de s tockin ' , an ' 
an ' ur inate on der e .  Bury dat . An ' evah three time a day 
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(Three times a day . At d iff erent hour s ? ) 
In de mawnin ' about s ix 1  twelve . an ' s ix in the evenin '  [ f ormula 6-12- 6 1  see 

p . 830 ] ; nine day . [New Orleans . La • • ( 7 8 7 ) 1 1098 : 6 . ] 
5005 . (What do you do with those nine tacks ? ) 
[ I  ask about 9 tacks inf ormant mentioned while recording machine turned off . ] 
Well 1 yuh take a sock . one of a man ' s d ir ty socks . an ' yuh nail i t  down an ' 

put nine tacks in it - nine bran ' -new tacks . An ' dat keeps ' im tuh yuh . 

QUINCUNX - SOCK UNDER INSIDE DOOR MAT - 9 TACKS 
(Do you put those nails or 
tacks in there in any particu
lar way? ) 

No . yuh 
(You 

later . ] 

j is ' . yuh raise de mat t in '  up [demons trates ] .  
raise the mat ting up . Oh 1 the d iagonal of the f loor . )  [See comment 

Put it on de flo ' an ' put dem tacks - nine tacks in it . Put dat mattin ' back 
ovah i t . 

( I  see . Ei ther one of his socks ? ) 
Either one . 
(I  see .  And what will that do to him 1  then? ) 
Dat will keep ' im  fo ' yuh an ' nobody else . 
[ The prec ed ing word matting my transcriber could no t unders tand the f irst 

time . leaving the space blank . The second and third t imes she concluded that 
informant meant mattPess . Mattress in front of the door ! Later when I checked 
original record ing on cylinder . I penc iled in the correc t word matting for the 
f ir s t  blank spac e and for the second . mattPess . The f ir s t  mattPess I temporarily 
eliminated by lightly penc iling out the f irst  sentenc e of my comment . which I 
cons idered a confus ing repetition of informant ' s  words . This is the reason why 
the second matting . the one in my comment . now appears inked in . Only 30 years 
later (Sep t . l911) do I realize that informant was demons trating and that I should 
have given a better description of the demons tration . We have here a small mat 
or matting . of straw or s imilar material . formerly used in summert ime in f ront of 
door or bed . I saw many of them during my boyhood . Informant folds back one 
corner of the mat - my word diagonal shows this - laid the sock along the diag
onal of the fold . tacked down the sock . and let the fold return to the f loor . 
Here again we have the magic quincunx so frequently mentioned in HOODOO . An 
examination of this page in the original manuscript will subs tantiate my explan
ation of the rite . ] [New Orleans . La • • (824) 1 1194 : 6 . ] 

5006 . Jis ' lak a man ' s  sock or somp in 1 when yuh wanta break ' em up or somp in 1 
or yuh wanta run ' em away . yuh bury i t . Yuh j is '  take i t 1 j is '  lak i t ' s  yore ole 
man or somp in an ' yuh wanta git rid of ' im .  Yuh kin run ' fm  away wit ' is sock . 

QUINCUNX MADE WITH 3 RUSTY NAILS AND 2 PEGS 
DRIVEN ROUND OR INTO SOCK HOLDING 

SULPHUR - LODESTONE - 2 PEGS 

or if yuh wanted tuh keep ' im 1  yuh 
kin keep ' im wit chure sock . 
(How would you run him away with 
the sock? ) 
Well 1 yuh take his sock an ' yuh 

wrap ' is sock up in sulphur . lodes tone an ' blues tone 1 an ' yuh bury dat sock an ' 
yuh put three rus ty nails aroun ' dat sock an ' two pegs . an ' yuh ' ll soon git r id 
of ' em . 

(How do you put those two pegs ? )  
Take de sock an ' yuh bury his sock wit dat stuff in it . An ' yuh take two 

rus ty nails an ' yuh put two on each s ide of de  sock - one on dis side an ' one 
on dat s ide . P An ' put one in de middle of i t 1 an ' yuh put de pegs behin ' i t  
[ like this N N N ] .  

What are P those pegs supposed to do ? ) 
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Ah dunno . 
[ They symbolize the headboard and foo tboard of a grave . The des ign is a cro s s  

mark o n  the grave . She has crossed him . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1527 ) , 2 7 25 : 4 . ] 
5007 . Yuh kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' yuh kin keep ' er home . Jis ' lak if 

yuh love a woman , yuh kin take her stockin ' .  An ' yuh kin take dat stockin ' an ' 
yuh kin put a teaspoonful of black peppah an ' some cream of tar tah an ' mix it 

RABBIT TOENAIL FROM LEFT-HIND LEG - BLACK PEPPER 
CREAM OF TARTER - IN HER STOCKING - KEEP HER HOME 

tuhgethah , an ' a piece of 
j i s '  de toena il offen a rab
bit ' s  bin ' lef ' laig . An ' 
wrap it up in de bed ma t tres s 

where yuh an ' ' er sleep , an ' she ' ll leave outen dat room no mo ' den outdo ' s  an ' 
dat room .  Yuh ' ll nevah have no trouble wit ' er long as dat i n  dere , but nevah 
let ' er know whut ' s  in dere . Sew it up in dere an ' let it stay dere . [ Fayette
ville , N. Car . , (1438 ) , 2608 : 2 . ] 

5008 . I f  yuh wan ' anybody tub move an ' don ' wan ' ' em tub give yuh no trouble , 
if yuh kin git frien ' s ' nuff wi t ' em  tub git - dey be outdo ' s  washin ' , j is '  walk 

RAILROAD CARS 
' cross dere an ' git dere socks . An ' take it an ' turn [ fold ] it 
lak dis [ d emons tra tes ] .  An ' carry it on de oppo s ite side o f  de 
train , yuh know , on de blind side , an ' sets it up dere . An ' 

dey ' ll go right j is '  fur as  dat train go . Yuh won ' evah have no mo '  trouble wit 
' em .  

(How d o  you mean , turn the sock? ) 
[ I want a better demons tration . ]  
Jis ' lak yuh have on a sock , well yuh fol ' de la ig an ' let de feet come long 

[ along ] la st , yuh know . 
(Where do you put that sock then? ) 
Jis ' lak peoples git off dat side , yuh come up on dat side [ blind side ] . 
(On the train and that send s him away . )  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1514) , 168 1 : 6 . ] 
5009 . Dey could take a sock , a man ' s sock , an ' t ie it to or put it on a box-

car . An ' as long as dis boxcar wuz travelin ' ,  an ' dis sock wuz on dere , dis  man 
couldn ' t  s tay in one place . He would contin ' ly go from place tub place . [Peters
burg , Va . , (43 3 ) ,  413 : 1 . ] 

5010 . Now , yuh kin vanish a man wit ' is sock . Yuh kin take a man ' s sock dat 
he have worn , or  a woman ' s ,  if yuh wanta git rid o f  ' em .  Well , say we all live 
in dis town an ' yuh don ' care tub leave , but chew both cain ' t stay heah in peace . 
Yuh take de socks dat he have worn , or de sock dat she have worn , an ' take i t  
down tub d e  railroad tub any car d a t  chew kin put dat sock in de [ ho t ]  box o f  
dat wheel [ ! ! ! ] .  Jis ' as  dat train will leave , he will leave or she will leave . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1981 : 2 . ] 

5011 . People kin take yore s tockin ' s  or a woman ' s  s tockin ' s .  Dey take an ' 
roll ' em up an ' put ' em where it won ' rain on ' em  no mo ' .  Dey say if yuh put 

' em  where it won ' rain on it , it  make ' em lo se dere health , 
RAIN AND CUNJURE an ' make ' em look lak dey got de TB . Dey j is '  git worsah 

an ' worsah until dey go tub nuthin . Well , dey don ' do a 
thing but keep s ' em  in a dry place . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 6 ) , 2656 : 5 . ] 

5012 . Ah hear ' em  say dat dey ' ll take yuh sock , dir ty sock , an ' 
RED ONION pu-tit  [ put it ] , place it , in a onion . Yuh kin take a dirty sock 

an ' cu-tit [ cut i t ] up , place it in a '  onion , inside a red onion , 
an ' plan-tit [ plant i t ]  in d e  groun ' at  chew doahs tep . An ' dat hol ' a person at 

home . [Richmond , Va . , (415) , 3 65 : 6 . ] 
ROLL SOCKS TO YOU 5013 . (How would they do that? ) 

Dey ' d take de sock or stockin ' an ' dey roll dat up tub yo ' 
lak dis [ demons tra tes ] .  See , always roll it tub yuh . An ' when yuh roll dat tub 



2742  - Memoir s of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

yuh lak dat ,  well den dey p in dat right at de j oist  of de house where yuh gotta 
come in an ' go out . See , dey p in dat right dere , an ' long as  dat stays up dere , 
dey have a dominion on yuh . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (88 3) , 14 54 : 2 . ] 

5014 . Ah heard dat yuh take de socks now, an ' yuh take it an ' roll it towards 
yuh . Take it  an ' star t it from de toes an ' roll it back , j is '  as tight as yuh 
kin roll it . An ' den when yuh git ' em  rolled back , yuh take a needle an ' thread 

ROLL TOE TO YOU - SEW TO YOU 
an ' hook i t  ovah tuhward s yuh . Don ' nevah hook it 
from yuh . Dat ' s  whut dat lady tole me . Say yuh 
hook it tuhward s yuh evah time . Take dat sock den 

an ' bury it r ight undah yore do ' step , an ' say dat man ' ll always stay dere - or a 
woman , whoevah i t  is . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1148 ) , 18 71 : 7 . ] 

5015 . All ah know ' b out it is  whut chew might call a hot-foot .  Dey have dose 
things dey call de mavin ' powdahs .  Dis is  somepin dat ah ' m  not familiah wit . 
Yuh ordah dis  from de Crackahj ack Drug Sto ' in New Orleans . An ' yuh put dat in 

ROLL TO YOU - MOVING POW.VERS - INSOLE - HOT-FOOT 
de innah sole of a shoe , de 
same as ah tole j oo befo ' . 
Af tah yuh git i t  in de innah 

sole of  yore shoe , yuh take a sock - one of de socks dat de person have been 
wearin ' - an '  yuh roll it to yuh . See [demonstrates ] ,  yuh star t at  de toe an ' 
roll dat sock tuh yuh . Af tah yuh roll dat sock tuh yuh , yuh put it in de mat
tress , or  somewhere - anywhere dey been sleepin ' on . An ' dat worries . ' em ,  gives 
' em  de hot-foot. Dey cain ' t be satisf ied - yo ' know, j is '  figg ity .  [Crackerj ack 
Drug Store is mentioned a number of time s in HOODOO . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (915 ) , 

148 2 : 4 . ] 
ROLL TO YOU - 9 NEEDLES - 9 RUSTY NAILS 5016 . Jis ' take de sock an ' roll it 

up - roll it  tuh yuh . Jis ' lak if ah 
want somebody tuh come tuh me , roll 

(Whose sock? ) 
it  tuh me . 

If it ' s  a woman , her husban ' , or eithah if it ' s yore fr ien ' or somp in yuh 
want - if yuh could git  holt of one of  ' em ,  yeah , anybody ' s . Roll it tuh yuh an ' 
put nine needles in dere , goldeye needles , an ' nine rusty nails , an ' bury it undah 
yore do ' step s an ' dat ' ll draw ' em . 

(Wha t about that red pepper ? )  
Yuh put d e  cayenne peppah in de sock . 
(Wha t will that do then? ) 
Dat will draw ' em  tuh yuh . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1278 ) , 2174 : 3 . ] 
5017 . In case of tyin ' a man , keep in ' a man , makin ' love , yuh take dis sock . 

Yuh kin take a d irty sock an ' yuh kin damp en it in some ole black molasses syrup , 

ROLL TO YOU 9 TIMES - MOLASSES - BROWN PAPER - TIE WITH 
NEW STRING WOUND TO YOU 9 TIMES - CENTER OF BED 

an ' yuh roll it up lak 
d i s  nine times . Yuh 
roll i t  tuh yuh nine 
times . Yuh take yuh 

some brown papah an ' yuh 
times . Yuh tie dat . 

git  chew a bran ' -new cord s tr ing an ' yuh wind dat nine 

(How do you wind that string ? ) 
Yuh wind it tuh yuh . Yuh s till bringin '  it tuh yuh . An '  yuh take dat an ' yuh 

win ' dat nine t imes an ' yuh tie it . An ' yuh put it right undah de middle , undah 
de centah of yore bed where yuh sleep . [This is a quincunx . ] Yuh sleep ovah it 
all de time . Dat keeps a man dOwn. 

(You f ix one of his dirty socks . Either one ? ) 
Yes , eithah one of ' i s d irty socks . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2511 : 7 . ] 
5018 . An ' now lak it wuz a woman an ' her an ' her husban ' , or her an ' her man 

fr ien ' has had a fallin ' out . He has quit ' er ,  taken up wit someone else . An ' 
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she gits a pair o f  ' i s d irty socks . She takes do se  dirty socks an ' she will roll 
' em up , yuh see , an ' put wit de toe tub toe an ' roll ' em  tuhwards ' er .  

(Begin at the to e? ) 
Yeah , yuh begin at de to es - go tta be ' is dirty socks an ' don ' t  wa sh ' em ,  an ' 

roll ' em lak dis . 
(Ro lling them towards her . )  
An ' yuh ' ll roll ' em lak dis , an ' yuh ' ll ask de Lord tub let ' im come back tub 

yuh . An ' each word [ each time you say] , " Lord , br ing ' im back , " say good thing s 
about ' im - no t fuss . Say good things unt il yuh git ' em all rolled up . An ' den , 

ROLL TO YOU - TOE TO TOE - LORD a BRING HIM BACK - AT EACH 
PETITION SAY NICE THINGS - STITCH TO YOU WITH WHITE THREAD 

when yuh roll ' em  
up , yuh ' ll sew ' em  
up wit white thread , 
an ' each st itch come 

tuhwards yuh . Yuh ' ll take dem socks an' yuh ' ll put ' em  in yore p illah or in de 
cornah of de mattress on de s ide dat yuh sleep s , d irect undah yore ha id . [Rich

SALT - IN LEFT SOCK - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 
mond , Va . ,  (431) , 385 : 2 . ] 
5019 . [ I  turned on my machine too 
la te to record the beginning of  the 

rite ; the rea son for my ques tions in an effort to recap ture the rite . ] Put salt 
in i t  an ' bury it undah de groun ' an ' it will eithah keep de man from runnin ' 
aroun ' , or it will make him stay at home . 

(Well , just wha t do you take now? ) 
De  lef t sock . 
(You take the man ' s  lef t sock . And wha t do you put in it? ) 
Salt , j is '  ord ' nary salt . 
(And then wha t do you do with it? ) 
Bury i t  undah de step s . 
(That will keep him from running around . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , F la . , (1006 ) , 

16 21 : 8 . ] 
5020 . They say you can take a man ' s  sock or a woman ' s  stocking and carry it 

with yeh and make them do wha t chew want ' em to do . Just make yore wishes with 

SALT - SULPHUR - WI SH 
it . And put sulphur and salt in there , and they say no 
one els e ,  wha tever the ' r e do ing [ to counteract your in
tent ions ]  can ' t do anything with it no more than you .  

See? Just like i f  you ' d  bury i t  out here in this yard and someone come and spr in
kle something on it , they say that wouldn ' t  be any good . And you take this sock 
and wear it . And if you want him to stay home , if it ' s  a man you want him to stay 
home and don ' t  want him to go , why then you bury it . Bury it in the yard some 
place where you walk over it of tener than he do es . And that keeps him home . 

[ El izab eth C ity , N .  Car . , 
(438) , 402 : 7 . ]  

SILVER DIME - HEELS OF PAIR OF STOCKINGS FOLDED ABOUT 5021 . Now listen ,  de way 
dat ah undahstan ' s  dat , 

her s tockings ] an ' c ' ook [ crook]  
' em  up an ' yuh hides ' em ' way in 

have de advantage of ' er .  

yuh take bo th heels [ o f  
' em togethah wit a dime in it . Well , yuh ro lls 
some secret place or ' no thah an ' yuh ' ll always 

(You take these two heels of her stockings ? )  
Take de two heels togethah an ' wrap a d ime up wit ' em  an ' hide dem away . 

Yuh ' ll always have de advantage of ' er ,  den . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1189 ) , 2007 : 7 . ] 
5022 . Ah heard tell of a man da t de woman miss ' er stockin ' s .  She d idn ' t  

know wher e he stockin ' s  be , an ' he had d e  stockin ' s .  She j is '  would wear ' em,  
an ' he tie  ' em in a heap of  kno ts an ' tie  ' em tub ' im .  He  have a silvah dime ,  
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yuh know 1 wit 
tub ' im . An ' 

a lady haid on it ; an ' he had a p iece of new homespun an ' tie it 
dat would fix de wumman so she won '  run roun ' . 

S ILVER D IME WITH LADY ' S HEAD - HE PUTS IN HER STOCKINGS 
T IES TO HIM IN KNOTS - WRAPS AND TIES TO HIM IN NEW 

HOMESPUN - BURIES UNDER CORNER OF HER HOUSE 

(He took two of her 
stockings and he t ied 
them into one knot or 
how many knots ? ) 
He j is t ie ' em  r ight 

stra ight up tub ' im - t ie ' em tub him 1 keep a-tyin ' ' em  up . 
(And he put this in a p iece of new homespun? ) 
T ie ' em in a p iece of new homespun - aroun ' it . 
(Then when he got these all together . what d id he do with the whole thing? ) 
He put ' em undah de cornah of ' er house . 
(That ' s  where she found them? ) 
Yeah . [ Sumter 1 S .  Car • •  (135 9) 1 2394 : 2 . ]  
5 023 . [There are a number of  r ites in which a woman asks a man for a dime or 

a p iec e of  s ilver ; the following one being quite complicated : ]  
Do dat tub make a man bring ' is money home . Well 1  yuh kin take a man ' s  sock 

an ' let ' im weah it an ' yuh weah one of  yore [ s tockings ] .  de r ight-foo t sock 
[ and stocking ] . Den yuh git a dime 1 a silvah dime from ' im 1 outa his han . Den 

S ILVER D IME - WOMAN TAKES FROM MAN ' S HAND yuh writes ' is name nine t imes tub �· Write it nine t imes 1 write 1 
"Ah want chew tub br ing yore money 

home tub me an ' don ' t cash yore check until yuh git it tub. me 1 "  nine t imes . Den 
yuh takes da t name an ' dat silvah d ime 1  dat he g ive yuh outa his han ' 1 an ' yuh 
fold it  nine times [ demons trat es ] an ' yuh tell it whut chew want it tub do 
[ demons trates ] . 

(You are folding it  toward you 1 aren ' t you? ) 
Uh-huh . Yuh talk tub it 1 yuh know 1 "Ah want chew tub bring yore money home 

tub me . " Make dat nine folds on it tub yuh . Den yuh take yore s tockin ' an ' 
fold it . Yuh take dis dime yuh know an ' de name yuh know 1 af tah yuh f ix  it up 
an ' put it in de toe of ' is sock 1 his r ight-foot sock 1 his ' n 1  whut he ' d  been 
weahin ' .  Den yuh take one of yores an ' yuh wr ite on dere mah name 1 an ' 1 "Ah 
wants tub b e  boss . Ah wan ' chew tub bring yore money home tub me . Ah 'm yore 
wife . "  or "yore girl fren ' 1 "  or whut-not . Den yuh fold yore sock [ s tocking ] 
tub yuh [and say] 1 "Ah ' m  gain ' bring it  home . " See 1 lak dat [ demons trates ] . 
"Ah ' m  ga in ' bring it home . " Den yuh puts de man ' s  sock in yores . See 1 yuh 
wants dis 1 an ' shet it inside lak dat . Den fUh buries it  where he kin walk in an ' 
ovah it . An ' HE WON ' T  CASH ' IS CHECK . [Memphis 1 Tenn . 1 (154 2 ) 1 2 7 8 9 : 2 . ]  

5 024 . Yes 1 ah heard tell of  a woman 1 if she has a man dat she love an ' dat 
she think he ' s  ' bout tub leave her 1 don ' t chew undahs tan ' .  If she takes ' er 

SLEEVE OF MAN ' S COAT - WOMAN PUTS STOCKING IN EACH 
stockin ' an ' put it intuh 
his coat 1 chew know 1 slip 
it  into ' is coat 1 in each 

s leeve intuh a coat dat he weahs reg ' lahly 1 well den dat ho lds ' im 1 yuh see . 

SOLE-SHAPED PIECE OF BROWN WRAPPING PAPER HAS 
HER NAME OVER HIS 9 T IMES - INDELIBLE PENC IL 
SEWED WITH BLACK THREAD - BETWEEN HIS D IRTY SOCKS 
ROLLED UP WITH DRA WING POWDER AND STEEL DUST 

[Waycros s . Ga • •  (1116) 1 
17 9 0 : 5 . ]  
5 025 . Yuh kin take his name 
an' yore name tuhgethah . 
Dat ' s  to keep ' im  wit yuh 
r ight on .  Yuh write his 
name on some brown papah 
lak dat brown wrappin ' papah . 

Yuh wr it e  his name on [with ] inde tiaate [ indelible ] penc il - new inde tiaate 
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pencil .  An ' yuh put it  [ name ] between ' is socks an ' yuh sew it up wit No . 8  black 
thread - de man ' s dirty socks . Yuh take dat brown papah an ' yuh cut it  j is '  lak 
seat [ bottom or sole ] of dat sock . Yuh write his name on dat paper [ cut in the 
shape of a sole ] . Yuh write j ore name on dat nine times , but j oo write yore name 
on top of ' is fer nine times . Yuh put it between dem socks . Yuh sew dat up wit 
No . 8  black thread . Yuh take drawin '  powdah , yuh take stee Z dust ,  an ' roll it  up 
through dem socks ; an ' put it [ socks ] in yer mattres s ,  an ' he sleeps on dat . 
Dat ' ll keep ' im from goin ' away from yeh . [New Orleans , La . , (802) , 1118 : 9 . ] 

5026 . [To split is a magic rite but not a common one . Usually splitting 
concerns a stick or tree - whiah see . ] 

Ah hear ' em say yuh kin take a sock , if 
sompin lak dat an ' yuh wanta break ' em up . 
side of  ' er an ' git ' er tuh git one o f  ' is 

it ' s  a boy goin ' wit yore daughtah or  
Yuh kin take a sock . Git  on de  good 

socks , one de sock dat he ' s  wearin ' ; 

SPLIT OPEN HI S LEFT SOCK - HI S AND HER INITIALS ON 
SPREAD ABOVE DOOR THEY USE - NAIL HORSE SHOE OVER 

not no clean sock whut been 
already washed , [ but ] one 
dat he ' s  been wearin ' an ' 
haven ' t  been washed since 

it ' s  worn . Git one de lef ' -han ' sock if  yuh kin git it . An ' yuh take dat sock 
an ' carry it  tuh ' er den, an ' den de sock yuh split it open [ because you want to 
sp Zit up , separate boy and girl ] . Yuh splits it  open an ' yuh gits a horseshoe . 
Why yuh gittin ' a horseshoe , takes a horseshoe an ' nail it up ovah de do ' .  Take 
de horseshoe an ' take de sock , an ' place it up ovah de do ' where she goes in an ' 
comes out a t ,  an ' de do ' dat he comes in when he come tuh see ' er .  An ' place dat 
sock up dere an ' place de horseshoe on top of  it , an ' nail it up dere good , so it 
can ' t be to ' [ tore = torn] down . An ' put ' er ' nitials an ' ' is ' nitials in de 
sock . An ' dey say den dat will break dem up . 

(You j ust spread that sock behind the horseshoe - spread it  [ split sock] over 
it [ horseshoe ] like a piece of cloth . And you write the initials on the sock 
with a pencil or something . And that breaks them up ? )  

Yessuh . 
[This is a new and rather unusual horseshoe rite , and it comes from a roo t 

doctor . To walk under anything of yours , here his split sock and initials , up
sets or confuses the mind . And in addition , I suspect the split sock also gives 
him leg or foo t trouble . Her initials assist the mental disturbance . ]  [Fayette-

STEEL DUST 

ville , N. Car . , (14 38 ) , 2 604 : 1 . ] 
5027 . Take de socks an ' sprinkle some stee Z dust on it an ' bury it . 
Dat ' ll run ' em crazy . [New Orleans , La . , (1558) , 2837 : 8 . ] 
5028 . [A  stranger can be a magic person in hoodoo and folklore . 
There are thirty-two beliefs about strangers in FACI , 1st  ed . ,  prob

ably more in 2nd ed . Modernization has transferred the stranger ' s  magic to his 

STRANGER ' S  AUTOMOB ILE - OR BAGGAGE CAR OF TRAIN 
AS IT DEPARTS - INTO IT WOMAN PUTS MAN ' S  SOCK - SAYING 

IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH1 DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST 
AH WANT FO ' YUH TUH GO AN ' NEVAH RETURN BACK 

automobile : ]  
Den she kin take his 
sock ag ' in , if she wanta 
run ' im any way ,  run ' im 
outa de town , or  fi:x: ' im 
lak dat . She kin take 

dat sock an ' she kin put some red cayenne peppah in it , an ' she kin put it  into 
a travelah ' s  car dat travelin ' ,  or eithah intuh a train - de baggage [ car ] - an '  
wai t  until dat person i s  leavin ' where she at . An ' as  i t  leavin ' , she say , "In 
de Name of de Father� de Son an '  de Ho Zy Ghost , ah want fo ' yo ' tuh go an ' nevah 
return back . " An ' he shure will go . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 2238 : la . ] 

5029 . Git de socks , d e  right , an ' j is '  let it , yuh know, as  yuh sprinkle it 
wit dat little sugah , j is '  fold it tuh yuh . An ' when yuh fold it tuh yuh , take 



2746 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

SUGAR 
it an ' bury it at de step s  an ' he won ' go anywheres . [Little Rock, Ark . , 
(903) , 1475 : 1 . ] 
5030 . If  yuh go t a sweetheart an ' he ' s  gone away an ' yuh wan ' ' im  tuh 

come back tuh yuh , yuh g i t  ' is sock an ' t ie it tuh de east cornah of yore baid 

SWINGING SOCK - EAST CORNER OF BED - WISH 
an ' let it  be swingin ' .  Keep it 
swingin ' an ' yuh make yore wishes . 
Finally , he ' ll come back , an ' long 

as yuh keep dat sock swingin ' ,  his mind is on yuh . Yuh hang up eithah one of ' is 
socks long as it  sompin o f  ' is .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1206) , 2034 : 5 . ] 

5031 . Well , dey takes yore sock - like if a man an ' a woman done broke up an ' 
she wan ' s ' im  tuh come back tuh ' er ,  yuh see . Well , she would take his sock 

TACK 3 IN HEEL OF SOCK - 3 IN TOE 
POINTING IN - HIS AND HER NAMES 

an ' bury it  up undah de step wit de feet 
comin ' in . An ' tack three tacks in de toe ,  
three tacks intuh de heel o f  it , an ' bury dat 
up undah de front s teps . See , wit ' is name 

written in an ' ' er name , an ' dat will cuz 1 im tuh come back . 
(Where do you put these tacks in? ) 
Jis ' intuh de groun ' - j is '  tack ' em down intuh de groun ' . 
(Oh , into the ground . )  
Intuh de groun ' - tack de tacks intuh de [ ground ] . 
(You move what?  I f  you move , you do what ? )  
Yuh move - j is '  like i f  yuh ' d  move out de house an ' yuh lef ' d e  man , yuh ' d  

move d e  sock an ' tack i t  up undah de nex ' s tep s . 
(I  see . I s ee ,  you put three tacks in the toe and three in heel and press it  

down . Then you write his name and your name and • • •  ) 
An ' tack it down • • •  
(On a p iece o f  paper and that ' s  under the sock that is tacked down . ) 
Yeah , undah de sock . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (830) , 1232 : 10 . ] 
503 2 . This wuz one [ once? ]  I wuz goin ' with a woman an ' I went to a speaiaZ 

man. An ' he tol '  me to give him two dollahs an ' tol '  me to bring one of this 

TACKS 9 - DRIVEN INTO WOMAN ' S  SPREAD-OUT STOCKING ON FLOOR 
AT FRONT DOOR - TOE POINTED TOWARD BED 

girl ' s  s tockin ' s  
there , were she 
been wearin ' - j is '  
one , either one . 

An ' this girl had done raised de devil with me . She had nachurely [ naturally ] 
treated me in a [way] that I didn ' t feel like livin ' any mo ' .  An ' he say , "Yo ' 
take this stockin ' an ' yo ' use nine tacks , and drive ' em right down into the front 
of the door , towards the head o f  the bed , an ' in nine days she ' ll be down . " An ' 
honest to truth I fixed i t  j is '  like a block, an ' that night • • •  

(Was this in your house you did this or in her house ? )  
We wuz both livin ' together . 
She wuz j is '  awful to me . Well , he tol ' me how to do to tame heP , to draw ' er 

to me . He says , "Don ' t  tap on the tack , " yo ' see . He said , "When yo ' gon ' a  hit 
it , shoot it  right down . An ' put ' em  in rotation . An ' [ I ]  wan ' the foot - the 
toe of this stockin ' towards ' er bed . " An ' he says , "That ' ll draw ' er right 
down . " An ' it  did for a fact . [Richmond , Va . ,  (402) , 350 : 4+86 . ]  

TACKS 9 - INTO HIS SOCK ON FLOOR UNDER COVERING AT DOOR 
TOES POINTING INTO HOUSE 

SHE SCRUBS WITH HIS BATHWATER - FROM ·FRONT TO BACK DOOR 

5033 . Yo ' take dat 
[bath] water - j is '  
like if yo ' had a wife 
an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  wan ' 
chore wife , yo ' under

stand , an ' she be - yo ' go off , an ' maybe yo ' might come back . She kin put down 
dat sock when yo ' go home . An ' den [when you come home that ' s  how] she come to 
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git  dat [ bath water ] - "I  wan ' a  take a bath . " She take dat water whut choo bath 
in an ' she scrub from de front doah back [ into the house ] .  Den she kin take dis 
sock of yourn from yer lef ' feet , an ' she kin measure [ flatten out ]  dat sock 
under de doah [ concealing it  under the carpet or linoleum near the door ] , de 
leng th of d e  foo t of dat sock . She take nine new tacks an ' put down behind dat , 
tack it  back in de house , an ' he ' s  bound to come back,  he can ' t qui t .  An ' she 
take yer d i r ty socks [ the lef t one ] , she put it down , de toe to de doah an ' d is 
heel r ight on back disaway , yo ' see , comin ' back . 

(The toe is po inting into the house . )  
nat ' s  r ight . 
[ The informant ' s  demonstration was correct , but her interpretation the rever se 

because she sat opposite me ; hence my anno tation. ]  
An' she take nine tacks an ' she measure it  nine times , de length of de sock , 

an ' dat bound to draw yo ' home . 
(How do you mean she measures it nine times ? )  
Jis ' like if yo ' git a sock , yo ' put dat sock down , yo ' put a tack dere [ in 

the toe ] till yo ' put nine tacks - dis de length o f  de sock. All r ight . An ' den 
she ' ll tack a tack at dat end [ toe ] , an ' she tack one at de heel , den she ' ll put 
dem other nine [ seven] tacks between dem tacks , comin ' to yo ' [ in a row coming 
into the house ] .  [New Orleans , La . , (803) , 1120 : 7 . ]  

TACKS 9 OF BRAS S - UNDER DOORSTEP 
STOCKING ROLLED TO YOU - COBWEB WITH WHITE OF EGG 

5034 . [ They ] take ' em an ' 
dey bur ies ' em .  Jis ' like 
I go t a woman an ' she lef ' 
me , an ' I got  ' er socks or 

anything dere . 
of an egg . 

(With what? ) 

Well,  I takes it an ' I bur ies it undahneath de step s wit de white 

De  white of a egg . 
(Well , how do you do that ?  Do you mean j ust pour the white of an egg on it? ) 
Take it  an ' cobweb i t  an ' mix it up tuhgethah . See , an ' I folds it , dis 

stocking tuh me dataway , undahstan ' ,  an ' I buries it  right at mah s tep wit nine 
brass tacks . 

(This white of an egg . You j ust simply take the white out o f  an egg and put 
it on the stockings , and then roll it toward you? ) 

[ The verb cobweb is so unusual I missed the full meaning at the time of record
ing . Informant takes the white of an egg and cobwebs , pours a ne twork design over 
the stocking , a mag ic entrapment and holding dev ice . ]  

Yes sir . 
(And you put it  under the step s  and you use nine brass tacks ? ) 
Yes sir . 
(I see , and you tack it  up under the step s ? ) 
Yes sir . 
(Anything else? That all you do ? )  
Dat ' s  to - dat ' s  if dey gone away , 

well yuh have dat settin ' dere . See , 
yuh have dat settin ' dere fo ' ' em tuh 

see . An ' if yuh wanta draw ' em  tuh you , 
it ' s  a way yuh kin draw ' em tuh yuh , when 
step ovah . [New Orleans , La . , (822) , 

THREE INGRED IENTS : SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - ON SOCK 
OR STOCKING - IN NEW WHITE HOMESPUN - INTO RUNNING WATER 

Yo ' take ' em  an ' yo ' put dat sulphur an ' red peppah an ' 

1187 : 10 . ] 
5035 . Yo ' kin take a 
man ' s  sock an ' run 'im� 
an ' yo ' kin take a wo
man ' s  stockin ' an ' fix 
it an ' run ' er wit it . 

table salt [ three ingre-
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dients ] - dat whut dey tell me yo ' do - an ' , yo ' know, roll it  up in some new 
white homespun . Well , yo ' take dat an ' throw it in runnin ' watah an ' dey com
p elled tuh follah dat stockin ' yo ' see . An ' j is '  wherev�h it lodges , dat ' s  
where dey ' ll lodge . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1326) , 227 0 : 6 . ] 

5036 . Well , ah know dis tuh b e  a fac ' . Yo ' kin take a man ' s dirty sock dat 
he done wore an ' run ' im  off wit it . Or yo ' kin tie a man up wit dat . 

(Well ,  how would you run a man off with that d irty sock? How would you do 
that? ) 

Well , yo ' d  have tuh throw it in de rivah . Yeah . But now, if a woman wanta 
tie dis man wit dis sock , j is '  lak he ' s  leavin ' ' er goin ' wit anothah woman an ' 
don ' t wanta harm ' er [him] no othah way . Take de  sock , de dirty sock , an ' cut 

THREE INGREDIENTS FROM SOCK : TOE - HEEL - BOTTOM 
FROM SELF : FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - DEAD FOOT SKIN 

de toe out , see , de heel an ' 
de  bottom .  Well , now she 
cut ' er f ingahnails an ' toe
nails an ' scrap e  dis ole 

dead skin heah on de bottom of yore foot  - j is '  scrap e  dat of f .  An ' yo ' wrap 
it all up in dat sock an ' put chew a little [what? ] ,  an ' den take yo ' some thread 
an ' tie it up , an ' yo ' put dat ovah de do ' . Dat ' s  tyin '  de man at home . He 
cain ' t leave home an ' go nowhere else . All yo ' gotta do is stick it dere , see . 
Dat ' s  all yo ' gotta do wit dat . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261) , 2141 : 5 . ] 

5037 . Yo ' kin take de socks or de stockin ' s an ' bury it at de foot of yore 
step s . Write his name on a p iece of papah an ' put it in dem socks wit sulphur 

THREE INGREDIENTS : SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - SUGAR 
NAME ON PAPER - IN SOCKS - UNDER DOORSTEPS 

an ' brimstone , wit a little bit 
of  sugah tuh make it sweet . An ' 
bury dat at de foot of yore 
step s . An ' as  he goin ' an ' as 

he comin ' in an ' out , see he gotta pass ovah dat . An ' ' is min ' den will be , yo ' 
know , tuh come home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2 254 : 2 . ] 

5 038 . Yuh could fix ' em  diff ' ren ' ways in dat if  yuh got dere stockin ' or 
anythin ' , cuz dere [ they are ] dark stockin ' . Well dey - well yuh take a dirty 
sock or stockin ' from ' em  like dat . Well dey got dirt in dere . Yuh could take 

dat dirt an ' if 
THREE WISHES - WHILE THROWING OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO 

RUNNING WATER - D IRTY STOCKING - HER HAIR - FAST LUCK - SEWED 
TIGHT - WALK 9 STEPS FORWARD BEFORE LOOKING BACK AT WATER 

yuh want tuh do 
' em harm , yuh 
could take it an ' 
bury it  or do 

anythin ' yuh want wit it - j is '  depend what yuh wan ' a do it fo ' . See , dat ' s  how 
dey do ' s  wit dat . Now , yuh could take her socks or stockin ' s  from a woman an ' 
run ' er cra zy wit it . 

(How would you do that? ) 
Well , yuh see , yuh take her stockin ' an ' it got dirt in it . Yuh git  a p iece 

of ' er hair an ' yuh sew it  up wit what yuh call dis fas t  luak [ perfume or powder ] 
an ' sew it up tight . Yuh walk tuh any creek or any runnin ' watah - an ' sew it  
up tight - an ' when yuh walk back from down tuh de  creek or  anywhere de  running 
[water ] is , yuh j is '  turn backwards an ' make three wishes - any wishes yuh want . 
Jis ' like if yuh wanta run ' er in dat fast watah or run ' er out of town , or run 
' er any par t  of de worl ' dat yuh feel like . Jis ' make de wishes fo ' dat . Throw 
it  backwards .  Walk nine step s  befo ' dat yuh evah look back tuhward dat watah . 
Jis ' long as  dat turnin ' in de  water , she go on . 

(You mean, you throw it over your lef t shoulder ? )  
Yeah , ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' walk nine step s  befo ' yuh evah look back . 

But yuh make de three wishes , j is '  de wishes yuh want . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (829) , 
1 2 25 : 2 . ] 
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TIE  TOGETHER SOCKS AND STOCKINGS - KEEP BY BED 
503 9 .  S tockin ' s or socks 1 why 
yuh know1 yuh kin take dose so 
socks tuhgethah - tie ' em  tub
place dem by de bed 1 yuh see 1 
right on 1 j is '  ' solve [ dissolve 

gethah undahstan ' 1  his socks an ' hers 1  too . An ' 
up on de edge of de bed . An ' dat will gain love 
' tm tuhgethah 1 too . 

(That is to keep him there? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycross . Ga . 1  ( 1122) 1 1804 : 1 . ] 
5040 . Dey do dat 1 yuh know1 tuh make him return back home . Take his sock an ' 

tie it  aroun ' yore waist 1  j is '  one [ sock ] 1 eithah one 1 but dey mus t  be worn . Yuh 

TIES DEPARTED MAN ' S  RIGHT SOCK ABOUT HER WAIST - REMOVES 
URINATES ON - PUTS IN HIS RIGHT SHOE - UNDER HEAD OF BED 

wear i t .  Den when yuh 
pull it off why yuh 
urinate on dat an ' 
s tick it in ' is shoe 1 

an ' shet it  up at  de haid of de baid . In ' is right 
de haid of de baid . Dat brings ' im home . 

shoe 1 an ' s tick it up undah 

(After he ' s  lef t 1  she will wear this sock around her . Any length of time or 
does it  make any difference? )  

Well 1 it  doesn ' t make any difference . 
(Then when she gets finished wearing that 1 

his r ight shoe 1 and puts it  under the head of 
and i t  doesn ' t make any difference . That the 

Yes . [Little Rock 1 Ark . 1 (896) 1 1466 : 13 . ] 

she urinates on it and puts it in 
the bed . And she uses either sock 
idea? ) 

5041 . Take de socks an ' wear [ tie ] it roun ' yore waist .  Says dat ' ll keep de 
git de r ight foot chew know. Dey say dat will keep de man wit yuh . [Waycross 1 
Ga . 1 ( 1102) 1 1 7 76 : 8 . ] 

5042 . Den dey take de worn s tockin ' - change de s tockin ' s  an ' den dey take 
de s tockin ' s an ' put ' em in a bundle in de mattress 1 yuh know. An ' yuh put dem 

TIE 2 STOCKINGS TOGETHER - MIDDLE OF BED 
KNOTTED STRINGS - DRAWN P ICTURE OF HERSELF 

s tockin ' s an ' tie it tight dataway 
tie two s tockin ' s tuhgethah an ' yuh 
put it in de middle of yore bed 1 
undah de sheet of de bed . De s tock

in ' will be up heah . An ' den dey ' ll have ah - dey ' ll put some s trings in dere .  
Dey ' ll have a s tring tied . An ' dey draws a pitchure of dereself wit a pencil . 
Ah seed [ saw] a woman do dat mahself . Ah know she done dis . She takes a pencil 
an ' she draws . Ah don ' know what pitchure she did draw 1 but she ' ll take dat sock 
an ' she ' ll put it down dere .  An ' she ' ll take dat thing dat she draws an ' she ' ll 
put undah dat same p lace . An ' dat man cain ' t leave her . 

(You don ' t know what she draws on there? ) 
No 1 she won ' t let  me see dat .  [ Jacksonville . Fla . 1 (594) 1 7 66 : 4 . ] 
5043 . Says yuh take a man ' s ole dirty s tockin ' an ' yuh take it an ' p inch out 

de toe 1 clip a li ' le piece outen de toe an ' wear it . An ' take de sock an ' turn 

TOE OF MAN ' S  DIRTY SOCK CLIPPED OFF - WORN 
it  towards de back of de house -
j is '  puts in de do ' an ' let de foot 
go inside 1 an ' de top of de s tockin ' 

go outside . An ' de toe whut 
(What will  that do ? )  

yo ' wear 1 wear hit wit Heart Co logne . 

Dat will keep ' im home . 
(You put this sock in the doorway? ) 
In de middle of de do ' undah de rug 1 where nobody cain ' t see it . 

N .  Car • •  (149 9 ) 1 266 7 : 6 . ] 
5044 . Dey cut d e  toe o f  yore socks out . 
(The toes of both socks ? ) 

[Wilson . 
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Dat ' s  right . Well , aftah dey would cut d e  toe of yore socks out , dey would 
f ix it intuh anothah piece of cloth an ' wear it ' cross dey private - de girls . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat supposed tuh keep yuh . 
(The woman would do that to the man? ) 
Jis ' a woman , not a man . [ Florence , s. Car . , (1286 ) , 2184 : 3 . ] 
5045 . Sock . 
(What about it ? )  
Yuh kin take a man ' s sock or a woman ' s  s tockin '  an ' cut de toe an ' de heel of  

it  out ; j is '  a little bit , yuh don ' t wan ' [ too much ] . 

TOE OR HEEL 
SOCK OR STOCKING 

(The heel or the toe , or both o f  them? ) 
No , j is '  eithah piece - eithah end . 
(Oh , j ust the [ toe or the ] heel . ) 
Yuh kin git  de toe or de heel of  a man ' s or woman ' s  sock or 

stockin ' . Yuh kin take dat an ' perserve [ preserve ] it . Now , I tell yuh whut yuh 
kin do . Whenevah yuh perserve dat , dat is , yuh tie a woman tuh yuh . Yuh kin take 
a piece of ' er stockin ' an ' perserve it in a small bottle of perfume - s amepin lak 
a cologne bottle . If yuh don ' wan' tuh carry it in yore pocket , yuh kin j is '  put 
it up in dat house . See' what ah mean? Dat woman won ' t  leave dere . Perserve dat 
in alcohol [ sp irits love alcohol , see p . 32 ] . As long as dat is perserved , she is 
perserved fo ' yuh . Be subj ec ' tuh yore rules an ' regulations . An' she ' ll obey 
yuh , too . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 6 ) , 1034 : 6 . ] 

5046 . She kin take yuh lef ' -han ' sock if she kin git holt [ hold of ] it . 
She ' ll take dat lef ' -han ' sock an ' cut de heel an ' de toe outa it . Cut de heel 

TOE AND HEEL OF MAN ' S  LEFT SOCK CUT OFF - SEWED UP 
WITH COPPERAS AND RED PEPPER - WORN IN HER LEFT SHOE 

pah an ' put it in dere an ' sew dat up tuhgethah . An ' 
hole dey have in de wall an ' put it in dere , well , he 

(What does she do with that then? ) 
[ Informant gives another poss ibility . ]  

an ' toe off  an ' sew it  up . 
Jis ' take it an ' sew it up 
an ' git ' er some copperas 
an ' git ' er some red pep-

if she kin git intuh any 
will not stay ' way . 

She take dat an ' sew it up , an ' put it in ' er left shoe . 
(What does she put in there - copper , you say? ) 
Coppah , yes sir . 
(What kind o f  copper? ) 
Yuh know dis - de reg ' lah kinda coppah [ copperas ] what yuh gives dogs an ' 

cats . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 613) , 7 90 : 6 . ] 
5047 . Jis ' wit de socks - de feet of  de socks - wearin ' it in de weathah 

like ' tis now [ in the 90 ' s ] , dat it would git wha ' chew call moPtified [ have 
an odor ] . See , yuh wouldn ' t  use de heel but yuh would use de toe part . De ' 

TOES OF SOCKS - BURIED IN CAN - SALT - LYSOL 
[ they] would cut dat out . Take 
dat an ' place it in a small tin 
can what de ' git sardine out of . 

An ' de ' would take dat an ' put a little bita salt watah an ' lye salt [ =  Lysol , 
trade name o f  a dis infectant ] an ' dey would covah dat can back up tuhgethah . 
De way dis man would take sick: in de firs ' place he would feel bad in ' is feet . 
His feet begin to bob out [ break out ] j is '  like somebody got de smallpox . L ittle 
bump s  will s tart from de bottom of de feet , an ' de bottom of de feet would begin 
gittin ' sore . Aftah dat he may use duf f ' run ' [ different ] or ' nary [ ordinary]  
things dat he would git till it would be swell an ' swell an ' swell [ it would 
swell and swell and swell ] .  If he don ' go tuh anothah man - anothah Poot man 
tuh tell ' im ,  splain [ explain] ' is condit ion tuh him ,  dat feet will come unt il 
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he [ it ]  g ives ' im d e  worse  [worst ] swellin ' an ' dPive on [br ing o n ]  some othah 
diseas e .  [ Charles ton . s .  Car • •  (near 5 3 5 ) 1 6 5 0 : 5 . ] 

5048 . Jis ' say 1 if yuh wanta bust up [ broken-home remedy] . see . A woman kin 
take his socks an ' take her stockin ' s an ' put ' em  tuhgethah 1 heel tuh heel an ' 

TOE TO TOE - HEEL TO HEEL - LEFT SOCK AND STOCKING 
ROLL TO YOU WITH - SUGAR - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER 

FOR BLACK PERSON - WHITE PEPPER FOR WHITE - WRAP 9 TIMES 
TO YOU WITH NEW STRING - SEW EACH END WITH RED SILK THREAD 
9 STITCHES TO YOU - DRESS WITH GOOD LUCK PERFUME - SLEEP ON 

toe tuh toe . Use 
de lef ' foot . Some 
say de right but de 
lef ' foot is bes ' . 
An ' yo ' put some 
sugah in dere an ' 
some p eppah 1 b lack 

p eppah : if it ' s  white p erson 1 put white p eppah ; an ' if it ' s  a b lack p erson 1 put 
b lack p eppah . An ' den yuh put a little cayenne p eppah in it 1 s ee . An ' d en yuh 
roll it to yuh 1 lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  An ' aftah yuh roll it tuh yuh 1 den yuh 
git chew a bran ' -new co ' d  [ cord ] str ing an ' yuh wrap it nine times . 

(How do you wrap that ? )  
Tuh yuh . Yuh roll it tuh yuh an ' wrap i t  tuh yuh . An ' d en git chew a needle 

an ' git chew some red silk thread an ' sew it on each end 1 nine stitches . Pull 
it tuh yuh all de t ime dis way [ demonstrates ] .  Pull it tuh yuh all de time .  

(You put nine stitches on each end . ) 
Dat ' s  tuh bring p eace . 
(What do you do with that then? ) 
Well 1 yuh kin wear it in yore pocket or put it where yuh kin evah day j is '  

dPess it . Yuh know 1 j is '  take yore han ' 1 don ' have tuh put nuthin on it . Jis ' 
take yore han ' or j is '  put a l ittle perfume on it - good- Zuck pe�fume 1 any kinda 
good- Zuck pe�fume an ' j is '  rub it in yore han ' . An ' d en yuh kin s leep on it . 
Or yuh kin put it where nobody won ' go by [ near ] it but chew . See . 

(That is for them to live together in p eace . )  
Yes . [ Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (1549) 1 2814 : 6 . ] 
5049 . Oh 1 yes s ir 1  dey could take yore socks . Dey could take yore socks an ' 

git a augah 1 an ' carry it in d e  woods an ' bore a hole intuh a tree 1 an ' stick it 

TREE - HOLE IN - SOCKS STOPPED UP 
[ socks ] in dat hole an ' s top it up airt ight 1 
see . Well 1 yuh wouldn ' t  b e  no mo ' good in 
yore limbs de balance of yore days . 

(I see 1 you would be  sort of a cripple . ) 
[ The author is either rebuked or cons idered naive : ]  
YUH WOULDN ' T  BE SORTA CRIPPLE1  YUH WILL BE CRIPPLE - likely tuh be  paralyzed 1 

yuh cain ' t do nuthin . [Charleston . S .  Car . 1 (511) 1 5 7 6 : 5 . ]  
505 0 .  Bury it in a tree . 
(Do what ? )  
Like I done wore d irty stockings . 
(Yes . )  
Well 1 dey kin take mah d irty stockings . an ' whatevah dey put in it tuh dPess 

it when dey bury it in de tree 1 well dat would make me s ick - j is '  p inin ' away . 
(How would they dPess it? What would they dPess it with? ) 
Dey dPess i t  - dey go tuh de drug sto ' an ' git powdahs 1 anything tuh put on 

it . [ New Orleans . La . 1 ( 7 8 1 )  1 108 2 : 8 . ] 
5051 . If dey kin git  de sock 1 dey ' ll take yore sock an ' take an ' bury it -

' cardin '  [ according ] tuh whatevah dey wish tuh do wit d i s  [ sock] . If d ey wish 

TREE - HOLE IN TRUNK ROOT - STOP UP LEFT SOCK 
tuh harm yuh 1 d ey take yore sock 
an ' bury it undah a tree . Dey ' ll 
cut a hole in dis  tree - in de 

trunk-like at de bottom 1  an ' bury dis sock in dat tree . Do dis  tree some hahm 
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[ harm] dat it will die . An ' as dis tree die , in dataway yuh do likewise .  
( I  see . Now, do they take both socks ? ) 
Take dat lef ' -foot sock . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (820) 1 1180 : 2 . ] 
5052 . Take his sock an ' if it ' s  dirty , why yuh kin nail dat tuh a tree an ' 

it will cause him tuh walk away . [Ordinarily a sock nailed to a tree keeps a man 

TREE - GREEN PINE - CUT-OUT SOLE OF D IRTY SOCK 
FOLD - IN CENTER NAIL A B IG NAIL ON SUNDOWN S IDE 

s tationary , and the sundown 
side later means ZingePing or 
s low death , but intention here 
demands that he walk away . 

The big nai l suggests urgency and determination - also pa inful walking . ]  
(All you have to do is to take a dirty sock and nail it up ? )  
Jis ' take a dirty sock - cut de bottom out de dirty sock , fold dat dirty sock 

up an ' carry it tuh a green pine tree , an ' nail a big nail in de centah tuh de 
sundown . He ' ll leave an ' won ' t come back . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1214) , 2060 : 11 . ] 

5 05 3 . Take a man ' s sock befo ' he wash it - yuh know , he git de scent of it . 
An ' yuh kin take dat sock an ' yuh kin take an ' sew it up ins ide a little bag or 
somepin lak dat . Take an ' carry it an ' nail it on a p ine tree on de sundown 

TUE 
MAN ' S  DIRTY SOCK IN BAG 

NAIL TO SUNDOWN SIDE OF P INE - WISH 

side , but be sure yuh got it tied in de 
bag . Yuh kin bring ' im  tuh yuh tuh any
where yuh want . 
(You j ust  take these socks and put them 
in a bag ? ) 

An '  take dat bag an ' 
an ' dat man supposed 
2449 : 11 . ] 

nail it in a pine tree at de sundown side , an ' make a wish , 
tuh be  de one man tuh yuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1380) 1 

5 054 . Tuh s tay on dere ain ' t but one thing yuh could do an ' dat is tuh git , 
j is '  - well , yuh could j is '  say a p iece of dere ole sock or j is '  any of dey 

TURPENTINE - D IP P IECE OF OLD SOCK OR CLOTHES INTO 
TIE ROUND RIGHT ARM 

clothes or anything lak dat . 
An ' take it an ' take an ' 
j is '  dip it  in some turpen
tine . An ' wrap it in a 

piece of cloth 
about fo ' days 
move yuh . 

an ' j is '  tie it  right roun ' yore right arm . An ' wear it dere fo ' 
or eithah six .  Dey cain ' t do a thing-a wit chew. Dey couldn ' t  

( If you were trying to move me out , I would get your sock and do that , so that 
you couldn ' t  harm me then . If I did that , that would keep you from harming me 
any way - any kind of way at all? ) 

Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 1) , 15 36 : 2 . ] 
5 055 . Now de woman is gone , she ' s gone . She j is '  p ick up ' erself an ' gone 

out . She boun ' tuh leave somepin in dere . Now, dat ' s  whut she lef ' in dere -
dat be a cloth , a b lood a Zoth . Well , yuh might ketch it . She might leave dat . 

UPS IDE DOWN - HANG STOCKING BY TOE 
NAME 9 T IMES COMING TO YOU 

IN BOTTLE OF WATER WITH LODESTONE 
AT RIVER TURN BOTTLE UPS IDE DOWN 

Well , yuh ketch dat an ' yuh kin take dat 
an ' bury dat . Now , dat stockin ' when she 
leaves , yuh take dat s tockin ' . Don' p in 
it up lak by de laig , yuh pin it up by de 
toe , yuh undahstan ' .  Yuh git chew a bran ' 
new - a pack of bran ' -new safety p ins , but 

don ' take an ' let dat git away from yuh . J is ' keep dat perfec ' [ p erfect ] fo ' 
dat . Take it an ' shove it  [ pin] back dere , right in de stockin ' foot . 

(Where do you hang i t  up? )  
In yore dressah or in yare chiffahrobe [ chifforobe ] ,  or whutsomevah yuh got . 

Yuh got ' a  hang it in dere , but hang it  ups ide down . 
Now d e  name . Wr ite her name nine times . Now yuh take an ' yuh write de name 
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an ' yuh put dat in a bottle . Wri te d e  name nine times comin ' tub yuh all de 
time , not go in ' from yuh , comin ' tub yuh nine times . Yuh fol ' dat an ' yuh put 
dat in a bo ttle . Yuh git  chew some lodes tone an ' put dat in dere in dat clear 
watah , an ' carry da t tub a rivah or bayou . Ah don ' care where yuh carry it ; 
tub de creek or anywhere . Don ' t set it up , turn da t down . When yuh turn dat 
down , dat bo ttle go in ' turn lak dis [ demonstrates ] .  Turn comin ' tub yuh . De 
mouth of it will turn comin ' tub yuh all de time . It ' s  be comin ' tub yuh an ' 
it ' ll be go in' . In nine days yuh ' ll see ' em  right dere . [ Algi ers , La . , (15 93 ,  
2993 : 2 . ] 

505 6 .  Yo ' kin take a man ' s  sock . AH ' M  TALKIN ' FROM EXPERIENCE , an ' wet it  
in ahambeP lye an ' wr ite his name an ' put it  in de middle of yore bed where he 

URINE - NAME - SOCK 
USUALLY LEFT - C ENTER OF BED 

sleep , an ' dat man will continue sleepin ' [ there ] . 
(You take either one of his socks ? ) 
Eithah one of ' em , but people prefab de lef ' . 
Wr ite de name on a piece of papah an ' wrap it  up 

in dat sock , his name , an ' put it in de middle of yore bed [ Quincunx ] where yo ' 
have a chance tub - between he an ' yuh . It makes a good fellah out of ' im .  
[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1543 ) , 2 7 93 : 9 . ] 

505 7 .  Yuh kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' urinate o n  i t  an ' j is '  take a lil 
HeaPts Co logne an ' wrap it up tight an ' put it in yore pocket , an ' dat woman will 

go crazy long as dat s to ckin ' wrapped up in a tight 
URINATE ON STOCKING OR SOCK bow, an ' yuh keep it anywhere on yuh . De man ' s  
HEARTS COLOGNE - IN POCKET sock de same way .  

(That makes her g o  crazy about him? ) 
' Bout ' im ,  long as yuh have do s e  s tockin ' s  or socks anywhere ' bout chew . [ Wil

son , N .  Car . , (145 9 ) , 264 9 : 5 . ] 
URINE ON LEFT SOCK 9 MORNINGS 5058 . Ah said dat she could take his ole sock 

dat he ' s  worn , eithah one of ' is ole socks , but 
de lef ' -foot sock would be de bes ' . Take dat sock an ' po ' [ pour ] some urinate 
on it  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' he wi ll come back . [Memphis , Tenn . , (953) , 1531 : 1 . ] 

5059 . [ She } takes ' is socks an ' cut de toe out ' is socks an ' weah it undah 
' er arms fo ' a pad , an ' [ she ] pee on i t  evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' put 

URINE 9 MORNINGS ON TOES FROM HIS SOCKS 
WEARS UNDER HER ARMS AS PADS 

it undahneath ' er arm, an ' he won ' t 
leave ' er .  Wear it undah each one of 
' em .  She gits de to e of ' is socks , de 
toe of each sock . If she cain ' t git 

but one sock take de heel an ' toe . Don ' t make no diff ' ren ' how she change it -
j is '  eithah one . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (948) 1 1529 : 15 . ] 

5060.  Gits yore sock an ' dey bury it  undah yore do ' s tep . If dey wants yuh 
tub stay home , wit de foo t yuh know tuhwards de house . Now if dey wanted yuh tub 

URINE 9 MORNINGS - ON SOCK UNDER DOORSTEP 
leave , dey bury hit undah yore do ' 
step wit de foot goin ' away . An ' 
evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s dey 

po ' ahambeP lye on it . [Li ttle Rock , Ark . , (899 ) , 14 7 1 : 10 . ] 

VINEGAR - SOCK TOE - 2 NEEDLES - IN BOTTLE OF 
BOTTOM UPWARD ON FLOOR UNDER MATTRES S  

turn aroun ' an ' cut d e  to e o f f  ' is sock . An ' 
sock an ' put it  intuh dat vinegah . An ' [ she ] 
up , underneat '  ' er mattress on de floor . An ' 

( I  see . You put two needles ? )  
Two needles . 

5061 . (What was that? ) 
She kin take a needle [ 2  of them] 
an ' a bottle of vinegah , j is '  a 
pure bottle of vinegah , an ' she 

[ she ] pin dem two needles in ' is 
put it  down , turn it  down , bottom 
he ' ll come back . 
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(You drop two needles in the bottle? ) 
No 1 in de toe of  ' is sock . Yuh pin ' em in de toe of ' is sock 1 an ' put dat 

vinegah intuh dat bottle 1 an ' drop dat [ sock] down. Twist it so it kin go down 
in dat bottom 1  till it git  tuh de bottom 1  an ' den turn it up on its haid undah 
' er baid . Well 1 he comin ' back home . [ New Orleans . La • •  ( 7 9 7 ) 1 1112 : 7 . ] 

5062 . Den dey would take de war watah an ' yore WAR WATER AND SOCKS IN BOTTLE socks 1 put ' em in de war watah an ' shet it up an ' 
keep it in dere f o '  a length of time . An' in a 

length of time yuh would become ailin ' concernin' about chure body 1 an ' YORE 
DOCTORS [M. D . ' s ] COULDN ' T  UNDAHSTAN ' YORE SITUATION 1 AN ' YUH IN DE GRAVE OR 
EITHAH IN DE CRAZY HOUSE . [ New Orleans 1 La . 1 (1558 ) 1 2836 : 7 . ] 

5 06 3 .  Wash dat dirt out . Dat ' s  j is '  de same as track 1 lak if yuh turned 
up a track [ took up a foot track to trick someone ] . Dat ' s  de same . Yuh wash 

dat out . 
WASHED-SOCK WATER (You wash the socks . )  

Git dat [ dirt ] in watah. Dat ' s  j is '  same as yuh took de 
chamber lye . Yuh kin do dose things tuhgethah. One is  tuh hol ' dem 1  an ' de 
o thah see 1 tuh keep ' em  comin ' back . Wit dat chamber lye he always comin ' . Dis 
outa de sock 1 dat ' s tuh hold ' em .  [Lit tle Rock 1 Ark . 1 ( 89 7 ) 1 1468 : 9 . ] 

WASHED-SOCK WATER BOTTLED AND BURIED 
5064 . Well de sock 1 yuh see 1 yuh don ' t 
have tuh - mos ' ly [mo stly] dey washes 1 em1 
yuh see 1 if yuh git ' em kinda dirty . Yuh 

see dat ' s  [ that sweat is ] yore s trength intuh yore sock . An ' yuh takes dat watah 
an ' bottle dat what chew wash ' em an ' bury hit . 

(What will that do? ) 
Well 1 dat will hold a p erson .  [ St .  
5065 . Yuh got a man an ' he gittin '  

Petersburg .  Fla . 1 ( 9 7 7 ) 1 1584 : 7 . ] 

back an ' talk tuh yuh . Yuh git a pair 
away from yuh . Don' act so he gon ' a come 
' is dirty socks an ' wash dem socks out . 

An ' take de watah an ' 
WASHED-SOCK WATER BURIED UPSIDE DOWN 9 DAYS AND NIGHTS put it in a milk j ah 

[ j ar ] 1 or yuh kin put 
it in a pint bottle or whatevah 1 [ according to ] 
dat bottle - bury dat bottle down [upside down] 
an ' nine nights . Don ' move it 1 don ' t touch it . 

how much watah yuh has .  Turn 
an ' let it stay dere nine days 

See if yo ' don ' [ get ] him back . 
(You turn that bottle up side down? ) 
Dat ' s right 1 upside down . Yuh kin bury 

somebody won ' f in '  dit . Yuh know where it 
it in de house 1 where he won '  come or 
is . [New Orleans . La . 1 (155 8)  1 

2831 : 9 . ] 
WASH SOCK IN BOILING WATER - AIRTIGHT - UNDER DOORSTEPS 5066 . Take a man ' s 

sock or eithah a 
woman ' s  sock an ' wash it . Jis ' take it  an ' put 
it . Wash it out an ' take dat boilin ' watah an ' 
de do ' s t ep an ' dey ' ll nevah leave yuh. 

(You take this water from the dirty socks ? )  

it in boilin ' watah an ' boil 
airtight it 1 an ' put it undah 

Yes suh 1 de dirty watah 1 an ' he ' ll nevah leave yuh . [Wilson 1 N .  Car • •  (1511 ) 1 
26 7 8 : 12 . ] 

5 0 6 7 . Take a man ' s sock 1 if dey ' s got a man an ' he ' s  tryin ' tuh run af tah 
some othah wimmin or sompin lak dat . Take a man ' s sock especially if de wimmins 

WASHED-SOCK WATER OVER DOOR 
live wit ' im or anythin ' lak dat . Takes an ' wash 
dem socks out an ' take dat watah where yuh wash dem 
socks an ' put it in a quart bottle . Put dat watah 

in de quart bottle an ' stop it up an ' put it ovah de sill of de house lak dat do ' 
dere 1  yo ' know. Take an ' open dat ceilin '  dere an ' put it in dere an ' let it set 
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in dere . [ The ceiling near the door 
on the top of the hidden door frame , 
the door - si l l  equalling cei ling of 
Car • •  (1496 ) 1 2665 : 6 . ] 

is opened so that the bottle can be  p laced 
here as so frequently , called the sill of 
door . ] Make him stay home . [ Wilson, N .  

5 06 8 .  Jis ' lak yuh take dat othah thing [we were talking ] about while ago , 
yuh take hit an ' let it soak in some watah . 

(The sock? ) 
[My question is  to establish immediately what we are going to talk about . ]  
Yeah . Jis ' take de watah an ' put it  up ovah de front do ' , an ' j is '  let it set 

dere . Dat ·is if yuh wanta hold-a person. Jis ' lak if yuh got a girl fren ' an ' 
she ' s  good tuh yuh , well  natchly [ naturally ] somebody else wan ' [ to ]  git in wit 
' er an ' ' bout tuh take her from yuh . Den yuh go tuh work an ' do dat . Put it up 
ovah de front do ' an ' j is '  let i t  set dere 1 an ' she ' ll commence tuh leanin ' on 
yuh evah time . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 5 0) 1 2632 : 6 . ] 

5 069 . Wash de sock yuh know an ' git  de dirty watah . Put 
tle an ' mix a little Hearts Own Co logne an ' j is '  s top it up , 

it in a little bot
an ' j is '  carry it 

in yore pocket . 
An ' dey say dat 
man will fellah 

WASHED-SOCK WATER - HEARTS OWN COLOGNE - SMALL BOTTLE - WORN 

yuh or woman - which one [whichever one you want ] .  
1859 : 7 . ] 

[ Waycross , Ga • •  ( 1142) 1 

5 07 0 .  Yuh kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' an ' a  co ' se a [ and of course a ]  woman ' s  
s tockin ' - but ah tell yuh whut have tuh be  done . A woman ' s  s tockin ' have tuh be 
washed in Lyso l , dat ' s  Lysol whut chew take a douche wit . [Lysol is a trademark 
for a solution of cresols in soap , used as disinfectant and antiseptic . ]  Well 

WASH STOCKING WITH LYSOL - DRY - IRON - S ILVER DIME 
now, yuh gotta take dat 
stockin ' an ' wash it in 
Lysol , an ' den when yuh 

git through , don ' t rench [ rinse ] , j is '  wash it in de Lysol an ' don ' t rench it . 
Hang it  up an ' let it dry , an ' den when yuh git ready tuh press  it , de way yuh 
do , yuh have tuh press it  in dere 1 now. Yuh take dat s tockin ' an ' den yuh git  
chew a dime an ' put it  r ight in de  toe  of  dat  s tockin ' , where de big toe go  at , 
an ' yuh tie dat dime up in dat s tockin ' . An ' aftah yuh t ied dat dime up in dat 
s tockin ' yuh done tied ' er up in a knot wit dat Lysol . Don ' t take none of dat 
germ outa her feet whut ' s  in ' er stockin ' an ' yuh ' ll have her . 

(What do you do with that stocking after you get i t  prepared? ) 
Aftah yuh git dat stockin ' ' pared , put it  intuh de bottom o f  yore trunk an ' 

lay [ it ]  between a papah 1 or [ and ]  lay it between de bottom of yore trunk . 
(Who does this , the man? ) 
De  man or woman , eithah one of  ' em .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 3 6 ) 1 1515 : 2 . ] 
5 07 1 .  Yuh wash a man ' s sock , his lef ' -foo t sock an ' git dat watah an ' put 

it in a bottle , an ' gain de influence of ' im .  

WASH LEFT-FOOT SOCK - BOTTLE AND ADD T O  IT 
(What do you do with that bottle 
then? ) 
Yuh j is '  keep dat bottle , add mo ' 

tuh it . Dat will git  chure man tuh love yuh . [ Wilson, N .  Car . , (1503) 1 2669 : 5 . ] 

WASHED-SOCK WATER - SUGAR - CINNAMON - SHAKE 
CALL NAME 9 TIMES - UP SIDE DOWN - CORNER 

[demonstrates ] an ' call ' is name nine times . 
come back . 

5 072 .  [ Wash his ] sock an ' rench 
[ rinse ] it out , put de watah in a 
bottle an ' put sugah an ' c innamon 
in it . An ' shake it  like dat 

An ' turn it  upside down an ' he ' ll 

(The man ' ll come back to this woman , but where ' ll she put the bottle? ) 
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Well 1 yuh kin set it in a cornah . [ New Orleans . La . 1 (857 ) 1 1363 : 4 . ] 
507 3 . Take an ' git dere socks . An ' take his socks an ' wash ' em.  An ' take 

de watah an ' put it in a bottle wi t de soft watah 1 somp in lak rain watah 1 in a 
kinda crystal watah . Let half o f  it be  de watah from washin ' de socks an ' half 
of it be ' s  de crystal watah . 

(Soft water? )  
Yeah 1 take dat an ' put a little sugah . in it an ' put Epsom salts in dat . An ' 

yuh take an ' burn de incense an ' de red onion - lump incense - on de stove 1 an ' 

WASHED-SOCK WATER - RAINWATER - SUGAR - EPSOM SALTS 
BURN RED ONION AND LUMP INCENSE 9 MORNINGS - CALLING NAME 
3 TIME S  - SET NORTH CORNER HOUSE 3-9 DAYS - POUR ON STEP S 

sprinkle a little 
sugah in it . Dey 
mos ' ly use sugah mos ' 
in anything . An ' yuh 
burn dis lump incense 

an ' de red onion on de stove an ' call de name three times . Burn dat fo ' ' bout 
nine mawnin ' s  an ' he ' ll come back an ' dere won ' be no trouble .  

(What did you do with that sock water ? What did you do with that ? )  
Take dat an ' set it in de no ' th cornah of de house an ' keep it dere fo ' three 

days -· three tub nine days . An ' yuh take it out an ' yuh po ' it ' cross de do ' 
steps an ' aftah it dries • • •  

[ I  turned o ff recording machine too soon or accidentally and had to restart i t  
t o  repeat informant ' s  words . ] 

(He ' ll come back? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis 1 Tenn • •  (15 24) 1 2 7 19 : 6 . ] 
5074 . Yuh take dat sock - like if yuh wear a sock 1 yuh pull dat sock off 1 

eithah one 1 yuh soak dem socks . Yo ' squeeze de watah out of dem an ' yuh take 

WASHED-SOCK WATER AND URINE AS DRINK 
dat watah come out dem socks an ' yuh put 
dat watah in a bottle . Den yuh take some 
of yore watah [ urine ] an ' put in dere . 

DAT ' S  A TRICK IT AIN ' T  NO HURTIN ' NOR NUTHIN1 JIS ' A TRICK. [For tPiaks 1 see 
TRICKS1 pp . 260-269 and elsewhere . ]  

(What will that do ? )  
I t  will j is '  tPiak ' um  tuhgethah an ' dey cain ' t git  loose from one anothah . 

Dat ' s  all it is . Ah know da� . Yuh give a little bit of  de watah tub drink . 
[ Jacksonville . Fla • •  (592) 1 7 64 : 8 . ] 

5075 . If it ' s  a lady an ' she wants dis man an ' [ or ]  if it ' s  a man an ' he 
wants de lady 1 he ' ll take his socks an ' wash ' is socks real good . Or eithah 
wash ' is sock an ' take hit an ' make watah on it . Or eithah put it in whiskey 

WASHED-SOCK WATER - URINE - WHISKEY - AS DRINK 
an ' give her dat tub drink offa 
dis foo t - enough in it tub keep 
from color in ' de whiskey . An ' 

drink dat . An ' if it ' s  a man 1 he ' ll take his sock an ' wash it an ' dreen [ drain] 
dat watah o f f  yuh know. Well 1 den dat holds ' er .  Dat ho lds de woman right wit ' tm . Dey don ' git away . [ Fayetteville . N .  Car • •  (142 2 ) 1 2562 : 8 . ] 

5076 . I f  it ' s  possible dey kin git intuh yore room 
WATER - RUNNING - SOCK INTO an ' git one of yore socks 1 dey kin easily have yuh 

go away . It ' s  GOTTA BE DIRTY 1 though - GOTTA HAVE 
SOME OF DE MOI STURE FROM YORE BODY IN IT . An ' dey take i t  an ' fold it an ' put 
it in a cloth 1 sew i t  up an ' put it intuh a runnin ' stream of watah an ' dat will 
carry yuh away . 

(That would send me out o f  the house . )  [ St .  Petersburg . Fla . 1 (1025) 1 1658 : 5 . ] 
507 7 . Take a man ' s sock an ' yuh kin run ' tm  away wit ' is sock - his lef ' 

sock . Carry i t  tub a rivah or eithah a creek 1 any p lace like dat where it ' s  
runnin '  watah ; an ' j is '  which way dat watah runs 1 dat ' s  de way he ' ll go - drift 
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j is '  dat way . [ Waycros s , Ga . ,  (113 5 ) 1 184 3 : 15 . ] 
5078 . Tuh run ' im away , throw ' is lef ' -foo ted sock in runnin ' watah an ' name 

it 1 as she threw it . Throw it ovah ' er lef ' shouldah an ' name it . Dat ' ll drive 
him away . He ' ll nevah come back . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1384) 1 24 5 9 : 6 . ] 

5079 . Tuh make ' em  leave town ah ' ve heard people tell how yuh do dat . Yuh 
take de lef ' sock , an ' take some o f  yore [ foot]  track an ' put in one of  yore 

WATER - RUNNING WEST - HIS TRACK IN LEFT SOCK INTO 

bo ' d . An ' dey 
( 2 9 8 ) . 2 22 : 1 . ]  

say in nine mawnin ' s  dey ' ll be gone . 

5080 . (Get a piece o f  the garment ? )  
De sock . 
(Of the person who is gone? ) 

lef ' socks , an ' carry it 
tuh watah dat ' s  runnin ' 
west  an ' throw it ovah
[Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , 

Yes 1 an '  he takes it NOT LARGAH DEN A POCKET HAN ' KE ' CH ' EF .  Taken dat piece 
not largah den a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' take it tuh a runnin ' s tream of watah 1 
tuh where rock run ovah - a stream from na ture , earth ,  dat run ovah rocks . Wash 

WATAH . • •  DAT RUN OVAH ROCKS - PIECE OF GARMENT - NOT LARGAH 
DEN A POCKET BAN 'KE 'CH 'EF - WASH 3 TIMES - FOLD - POUR 
VINEGAR OVAH - GRAVEYARD CLAY - WRAP IN 3 LAYERS OF BROWN 
PAPER - TWI ST - WRAP IN NEWSPAPER - BURN OFF - WRAP IN 
TURKISH TOWEL - BURY IN RED CLAY 7 DAYS - THEN BURY BY 
ROCK IN RUNNING WATER 2 1  HOURS - THROW AWAY - 21 DAYS 

it three t imes an ' 
fold it up when it ' s  
wet , an ' po ' vinegah 
ovah it 1 an ' go tuh 
de graveyard an ' git 
some li ' le clay . 
Wrap it tight , real 
tight , an ' put it in 

brown papah 1 three layahs of brown papah 1 an ' turn it 1 twist it 1 an ' den put news
papah round it 1 an ' burn de newspapafr o f f  it an ' let de brown papah covah it . An ' 
den take it af tah dat an ' wrap it up in a flesh [ soft]  towel lak dat . A towel lak 
dat 1 one do se turkish towels . Take an ' bury it in red clay an ' let it s tay dere 
seven days , an ' den move it . Aftah seven days yuh ' ll move it . An ' when yuh move 
i t 1 den go an ' bury it right by de rock 1 by dat s tream , an ' let it s tay dere 21 
hours , an ' den move it - throw it away . She ' ll be back in 21 days . 

(Where would you throw that away? )  
Anywhere . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (14 2 7 ) 1 24 74 : 3 . ]  
5081 . Lak if yuh take a woman or man ' s - she take a pair of ' is socks an ' dey 

kin take dem socks an ' go tuh a drug sto ' - anywhere yuh kin git  it - an ' git 
chew a bottle of  toilet perfume . Yuh take dat perfume an ' yuh take both of  ' is 

WHI SKEY - WASH BOTH SOCKS IN 
AFTER PERFUME DRESSING THEM 
DRY ON LINE - RESTORE TO SHOES 

socks , de right an ' de left one , an ' yuh damp 
it good on dere 1 an ' yuh take dat an ' put some 
whiskey on it an ' wash ' em  in dat whiskey . Hang 
' em on de line an ' let ' em  dry on dere . Den 
af tah dey dry on dere 1 den yuh take an ' yuh slip 

' em  back an ' put ' em in ' is shoes befo ' he know anythin ' about it . Dey said 1 den 
he ' ll come back an ' prob ' b ly put dis same pair o f  socks on , becuz dey be in his 
shoes , take an ' put ' em  on . An ' aftah he put ' em  on he ' ll s tar t tuh wear in ' ' em 1  
an ' dey says , lak i f  he go in ' tuh leave , he ' ll s tar t tuh walkin 1 1  an ' j is '  walk 
right on out an ' he won ' nevah come back no mo ' .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1413) 1 

WIPING HERSELF WITH HIS SOCK - FILL WITH SUGAR 
ROLL TO HER - SEW - PUT WHERE HE SLEEPS - 9TH DAY 

254 1 : 2 . ] 
5082 . [Wip ing , different 
from the mag ic rites of rub
bing , is itself o f ten magic 

act ion ; in fact , it frequently o ccurs in impotence causes and cures . ]  
If  she have any o f  ' is clo thes , she kin bring ' im back . I f  he lef t any of  
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' is p ieces he wore close tuh ' im , she kin git ' im  back . Well , she take ' em j is '  
wherevah - if he got a sock , stockin ' , or anythin ' he ' s  got , she ' ll take dat sock 
an ' she ' ll wipe herself wit it . An ' she ' ll fill it fulla sugah an ' she ' ll roll 
it  tuh ' er an ' she ' ll sew it . An ' right where he lay at , dat ' s  where she ' ll put 
dat sock . An ' de ninth day he ' ll be back . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1527 ) , 2 7 25 : 12 . ]  

508 3 .  Take d e  sock dat he  done wored an ' put it  undah where - stretch i t  out 
on de side dat she lays on In de Name of de Father, de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost an ' 

WISH IN THREE HIGHEST NAMES 
TO STOP HIS RUNNING ROUND 
SLEEP ON HIS D IRTY SOCK 

sleep on it . Den he will stop runnin ' roun ' . 
( Stretch it  out where? )  
Undahneat '  ' er b ed ,  which an ' why . Put i t  undah 
d e  sheet on de bed an ' lay on it , an ' make her wish 
In de Name of de Father, de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost 

dat she means tuh s top ' im  from runnin ' roun ' . Dat will s top ' im . [Florenc e ,  S .  
WOMAN ' S  STOCKING - MAN ' S  SOCK ON TOP - BOTH SPREAD OUT 

SHE ROLLS TltEM TOGETHER TOWARDS HER FOOT FIRST 
KEEP DAMP WITH URINE AND IN CLOSE PLACE 

Car . , (1314 ) , 2510 : 4 . ] 
5084 . Now, if  ah wanta 
git  chure influenc e ,  ah 
take mah s tockin ' an ' 
lay it down - mine . 

[ On her side of the interviewing table she begins 
an imaginary stocking and sock , as I comment : ]  

(Flat down . ) 

to demonstrate by spreading out 

An ' put chures on top . 
(And put one o f  mine on top . Just one of each? ) 
Jis ' one o f  each . 
(Which one wo uld they take ? ) 
[My they may be an a ttemp t to avoid the guinea pig situation. ] 
De right . Den yuh rolls dis back , mine on top - roll it  back [ to you] an ' 

turn it ovah . 
(Do you roll i t  from you or  away from you? ) 
Tuh me . Den af tah yuh rolls it tuh yuh , yuh take 

lye an ' put it intuh a close  p lace where nobody will 
it . Yuh keep it damp . No ma t tah what chew wanta do 
how yuh want dis p erson tuh do , dey will do it . Dat 

[Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 1) , 884 : 7 . ] 

it  den an ' wet it in ahamber 
bothah it - nobody kin find 
or what chew wanta say , or 
will control dere mind . 

WRONG SIDE OUT 5085 . Well , dey tell me it ' s  good luck.  Jis ' like if yuh wake 
up in de mawnin ' ,  j is '  say fo ' ins tanc e ,  ah put on mah sock 

wrong side outwards . Change dat sock at  twelve a ' clock in de day an ' dey say 
befo ' de nex ' twelve a ' clock in de day yuh ' ll have a change in life fo ' bettah . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1175) , 1987 : 9 . ] 

5086 . Tuh put on yore sock wrong s ide outward would help yuh tuh git a j ob .  
Ah reckon if yuh ' d  put on yore underclo thes right side out would help yuh tuh 
git  a j ob .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (312) , 24 1 : 2 . ] 

(5 ) . SHOES 

[This is the fifth subsection of SWEAT , one of the functions of the physical 
human body . As previously explained , clothing such as  shoes is p laced here only 
because of the magic and power of human p erspiration . ]  

5087 . She j is '  gits a p iece of d e  inside sole [ insole o f  your shoe ] , puts i t  
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in a bot tle wit cologne an ' red peppah 1 salt 1 sulphah - dat keep zhoo in love 
wit ' er - wit Eve-an ' -Adam [Adam-and-Eve ] in it . Dat li ' le roo t  dey call Eve

ADAM-AND-EVE 
an ' Adam; it grows . looks lak a li ' le tinsy [ t iny] Ish [ Irish] 
potatah . De Eve is a woman 1 Adam is a man . De man one ' 11 swim 1 
an ' d e  she one ' ll s ink . Dey grows on a hills ide wit a li ' le leaf 

looks sorta lak a heart leaf . [ Richmond . Va . 1 (3 7 2 1  Doator Lindsay . see pp . 93 3-
948) 1 308+86 . ]  

5 088 . Yuh kin [ take ] yore shoes an ' yuh kin put alcohol in yore shoes an ' 
wrench [ rins e ]  it roun ' in yore shoes . Yuh kin take dat alcohol out an ' yuh kin 

ALCOHOL IN SHOES 
POUR INTO DRINK 

po ' it into any kinda drink an ' give tuh a p erson . Well see 1 
when yuh take dat alcohol an ' po ' it intuh any kinda drink an ' 
give tuh a p er son 1 why dat ' ll give him den - his mind 1 he ' ll 
lo se his mind . HIS MIND GONE FROM ' IM RIGHT STRAIGHT . [ Way

cros s . Ga • •  ( 109 7 ) 1 176 7 : 5 . ] 
5 08 9 .  Take yore shoes an ' cuz yuh tuh fix ' em tuh keep yuh home 1 keep yuh 

from drif t in '  from pillah tuh post . 
(How would they do that with your shoes ? )  
AH HAVE WELL EXPERIENCE OF KEEPIN ' YORE MIND TUHGETHAH WIT SHOES . Yuh g o  tuh 

de s tore an ' git yuh a box of cinnamon an ' a box of all spice . Take-a ole pair 
of shoes dat yuh have worn 1 if a p erson ' s  mind have been drif ted so dat dey 

ALLSPICE - C INNAMON - SUGAR 
MOUTHS TOGETHER - SOLES SEPARATE - DOORSTEP CENTER 

cain ' t stay tuhgethah 1 an ' 
take de cinnamon an ' all
spice an ' sugar 1 an ' mix it 
tuhgethah an ' put intuh each 

shoe . Take de shoe an ' 
( I  see .  You put the 

each other 1 like that . )  

turn de shoes tuhgethah an ' plant ' em  [ demonstrates ] .  
two mouths of the shoes together 1 and the soles away from 

An ' de sole away from each othah 1 an ' den yuh kin [ p lant ] do se shoes down in 
de centah of yore steps . Dat ' s  tuh keep a p erson ' s  mind from driftin '  [ away from 
home ] • AH HAVE WELL EXPERIENCED DAT . 

(Well 1  how do you mean 1 keep the p er son ' s  mind from drifting ? )  
J is ' like i f  some one have put a spell on tuh• tuh be goin ' from pillah tuh 

po�t 1  yuh see 1 an ' by put tin 1 dis cinnamon an allsp ice an ' sugah in dat shoe 1 
an turn [ ing ] de soles of dat shoe tuhgethah [see Zater ] an ' plantin ' it at de 
house where yuh live 1 it ' ll keep dere minds at home . 

(You don ' t mean put the soles together . you mean put the tops together . )  
D e  tops tuhgethah 1 yes . De soles go out . 
( I  see . ) 
[ My correct ion of  informant is one o f  the few times I ever did this sort of 

thing . I am no t correcting her words but r ecalling her pantomimic act ions I 
describ e .  Yet she was right the second t ime also 1 magically . What difference 
can there be whether the two MOUTHS of the shoes are together or the two soles 
(SOULS ) ?  The s ignificance is the same - love and p eace . Signif icant also is 
the emptiness o f  the preceding mag ic . You are never respons ible for any of  your 
ac tions 1 because someone may have a spell on you . A perfect example of being 
irrespons ible for your act ions will be found in the alcoholic woman (No . 78 1  
p . 3 3 ) . ]  [Mobile 1 Ala • •  ( 7 10) 1 9 7 9 : 7 . ] 

5 09 0 .  Dey take d e  shoes an ' a little sulphuh an ' burn i t  down tuh ashes . 
Dey ' ll take de ashes an ' dey put allsp ice an ' dragon blood wit it an ' j is '  like 

ALLSP ICE - DRAGON ' S BLOOD - SULPHUR - SHOE ASHES 
powdah . An ' sprinkle it 
right in dey place . Dat ' ll 
bring luck . [ Charles ton . 

S .  Car • •  ( 5 18 1 Doator Nelson 1 see pp . 2 260 1 15 9 9f . ) 1  609 : 2 . ] 
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5 091 . Dat a diff ' ren ' thing . Yuh kin take a man ' s shoes or a woman shoes 
an ' aftah dey done wored [worn] it , yuh ' ll take i t  an ' yuh ' ll nail i t  intuh any

ANYTHING THAT TRAVELS :  BOAT - TRUCK - TRAIN 
thing dat travels  de same as a 
freight [ car ] , truck , or any s team
boat , anywhere . An ' as dat boat 

travel , is [ so ]  dat party mind do de same way . See , g ive him a travelin ' , a 
rovin ' mind , see . [New Orleans , La . , (8 7 9 ) , 1446 : 3 . ] 

5 092 . Den ,  if yuh got a fambly [ family ] an ' she gone away from yuh an ' yuh 
wan ' ' er tuh come back , yuh take her shoes - both shoes , her ole pair of shoes -

an ' yuh kin burn i t  de same as yuh do ' s  de ashes . 
ASHES FROM SHOES - UNDER BED An ' yuh put ' .em in a pan an ' put ' em  undahneath ' 

de baid , an ' in nine days time she ' ll come back 
home . Ah know dat . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 646 : 3 . ] 

5 093 . Yuh burn dem ole shoes an ' g i t  de ashes , an ' yuh buries dat , if yuh 
know any cleahin ' [ c learing ] lak on some concrete or somewhere ,  yuh know, eithah 

ASHES FROM OLD SHOES - SEWED INTO BAG - DRESS WITH JOCKEY CLUB AND HEARTS OW.W - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 

in de stove . [ If you do 
not have a stove , look for 
aleaPed aonaPete like a 
sidewalk . ]  Clean out all 

de ashes an ' sweep it out . Yuh kin burn i t  in dere an ' git all dem ashes of  it , 
an ' put ' em in a little bag an ' sew i t  up . An ' put i t  in some Jockey Club , 
BeaPts OWn Perfume in it , an ' bury hit undah de do ' step s . Dat ' ll make him s tay 
at home . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1523) , 2 7 06 : 5 . ] 

5 094 . Well , yuh take a ole shoe , j is '  find yuh ole lef ' -foot sho e ,  sompin lak 
dat , an ' take an ' burn it up in yore business .  Burn dat shoe up in yore [ place 
of ] business - tuh [at ] yore house dat day , yore business .  See dey fellah dat 

ASHES FROM LEFT-SHOE SOLE BURNED ON FLOOR OF 
BUS INESS PLACE - SWEEP BEHIND DOOR - NEVER OUT 

shoe . [Looks ] lak de ashes of 
dat shoe will mo ' [more ] lak tuh 
draw ' em  tuh yuh - lak it wus 
any kinda business .  Well dey 

j is '  come in dere . C ould hardly git shet of peoples , couldn ' t hardly wai t  on 
' em .  

(Where do you put these ashes ? )  
Yuh j is '  burn dem dere ashes up an ' j is '  sprinkle dem about ovah de flo ' . An ' 

den when yuh sweep , don ' t sweep it outdo ' s .  Sweep i t  up behin ' de do ' ,  ' cuz yo ' 
sweep ' em away , yo ' know. Sweep ' em  right up behind de do ' -like , yo ' know , lak 
qat . 

(And then leave it there? )  
Yes sir . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1044) , 16 94 : 6 . ] 
5 095 . When I was a boy I was hunting a j ob here [ at the Chamberlain Hotel ] 

as bellboy and I had my mother to see a so-called fortuneteller . And he told 
her to burn some shoes and to 

ASHES FROM OLD SHOES - SPRINKLE AT BOSS ' S  FEET get  a few of the ashes , and 
sprinkle some of these ashes 

around Richmond ' s  [ the manager ' s ] feet when I came to apply for the j ob .  [This 
was the old Chamberlain , not the new one of 1936 , when I interviewed informant , 
the head waiter there . ]  [Old Point Comfort , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

5 096 . Heard of takin ' a ole shoe sole an ' burn it . Take de ole shoe sole 
an ' mash de ashes of it an ' dey kin take dat an ' sift it- through any kinda white 

cloth . An ' sift it 
ASHES FROM SOLE - 9 MORNINGS - S IFTED THROUGH WHITE CLOTH so much ev ' ry day , 

some of i t  ev ' ry 
day . Aftah de nine mawnin ' s  - an ' aftah de ninth mawnin ' den sift  de rest of  
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it den . An ' whosomevah shoe sole it is , dat ' s  when dey pass out . 
(It  will kill them? ) 
Yes suh , it will kill ' em .  [ Sifting is a magic rite - see lateP in SHOES , 

margin title SIFTING WITH SIFTER . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (14 2 9 ) , 25 79 : 4 . ] 

2 7 6 1  

5097 . Take de bottom ,  de sole par t of  a right-foot shoe , an ' burn it intuh 
ashes an ' pound it , yuh know, an ' use dat in de coffee o f  anything . Dat ' ll run 

ASHES FROM MAN ' S  RIGHT SOLE - IN HIS COFFEE 
' em crazy , too . 
(Whose shoe is used for that pur
pose? ) 

Jis ' like yuh had a man , yuh know, an ' 
of  ' im .  Yuh kin take dat an ' use it . 

been wantin ' some kinda way tuh git rid 

(Which r ight shoe do you use , yours or his ? ) 
His . 
(Just 

( 9 75 ) , 1 5 78 : 13 . ] Yes . 
5098 . 

de whole 

coffee? ) 
[Memphis , Tenn. , 
Now, in burnin ' 

shoe or not ,  but 
shoes , if yo ' kin git - it don ' mattah whethah yo ' got 
if yo ' git de tongue of , de tongue of dere shoe , git 

ASHES FROM ANY PART OF BURNED SHOE 
AT SUNRISE SPRINKLE NORTH - EAST - SOUTH - WEST 

SAYING AT EACH D IRECTION : PEACE BE UNTO YO ' 
de tongue outa it , an ' if no t ,  
why j is ' take de bot tom . An ' 
yo ' kin burn dose shoes an ' 
take de ashes an ' at sunrise 
sprinkle some toward de sun , 

say , "Peace be  unto yo ' . " Den turn tuh de wes t an ' tuh de no ' th an ' say , " Peace 
be unto yo ' . " An ' turn tuh de south , an ' say de same thing each time . An ' whut
evah yo ' want dat person tuh do , why yo ' got ' em  dere . 

(You don ' t call his name or anything? That person ' s name? )  
Naws ir . 
(But you mus t  have that person in mind when you are doing it? ) 
Oh yeah , yes sir . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( just  before No . l240 ) , 2104 : 7 . ] 
5099 . Well , lak yo ' livin ' in dis  hous e ' s ides [beside ] yo ' neighbah an ' 

he ' s  mad wi t chew or somepin othah lak dat . Well , dey want chew tuh move out . 
Well , prob ' ly yo ' take an ' , if yo ' kin git some of ' is shoes , an ' take an ' burn 

ASHES FROM SHOE AND SULPHUR - SPRINKLE AT BOTH DOORSTEPS 
dem shoes , an ' sprin
kle sulphuh on dem 
shoes as yo ' burn ' em. 
An ' if yo ' take dis 
ashes af tah yo ' burn 

AFTER VICTIM GOES  IN AND OUT OVER - COLLECT ASHES - BURN 
AGAIN - SPRINKLE WHISKEY - AFTER PERSON WALKS OVER AGAIN 

COLLECT THIRD TIME - LEAVE AT DOOR 
de shoes - take de 

ashes an ' prob ' ly ketch dem goin ' ' way from de house someplace or ' nothah lak 
dat . An ' take dis ashes an ' sprinkle it roun ' both do ' s teps , de back do ' step an ' 
de front do ' step . An ' when dey goes in an ' come out - when dey goes in de house 
an ' come out , den yo ' take d em  ashes an ' take an ' bring ' em  back , an ' yo ' burn 
' em  ag ' in wi t some sulphuh . Jis ' burn ' em in dis sulphuh dis time , an ' take an ' 
sprinkle a li ' le whiskey on it . Den dey leave ag ' in,  an ' af tah dey leave ag ' in , 
yo ' take an ' do de same thing , an ' let it s tay dere dis time . An ' den when dey 
leave out dat t ime , den de nex ' thing dey ' ll wanta do is move , becuz dat stuff 
whut she did will begin tuh star t tuh work . [Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (1413) , 

2541 : 1 . ] 
BACK DOORSTEP - LEFT SHOE - BURIED UNDER 5 100 . If he leave one o f  ' is shoes , 

any of ' is shoes at home , yuh take 
one of ' is lef ' shoes . Yuh take his lef ' shoe an ' bury it undah de back s tep . 
Dat ' ll bring ' im back . [The mys tery here is rather clear . Some involuted mind 
has produced this strange combination, because the baak in back doors teps  and the 
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back in bring back look like a magic coincidence or possib ility ! ]  [ Waycross , 
Ga . , (1162 ) , 1937 : 9 . ]  

5101 . Has a sweethear t dat he may lak ' er .  He 
Whut he ' ll do . He ' ll take - go tuh yuh front gate 

may wanta git hold of ' er .  
an ' he may put ' er shoe on 

BAY TWIG BETWEEN HER SHOE ON RIGHT HI S ON LEFT AT GATE 
WIND BLOWING TWIG CAUSES CONFUSION - TWIG FALLING SEPARATES 

de right-han ' side , 
take one of  yuh ole 
shoe or eithah a 
sock , an ' place it 

on de lef t .  An '  he ' ll git a bay bush , he ' ll s t ick it  between dem shoe - j is '  a 
li ' le small piece . An ' j is '  as de wind blow dis  li ' le bush, den dey ' ll be agru
in ' [ arguing ] an ' quarre lin' - raisin ' cain . An ' de minute dat dis bush - de 
wind b low dis  bush down on de ground , an ' she [ the bush] fall , dere ' s  where dey 
par t .  

(That ' s  when they ' ll par t .  
Separate dem , yeah. 

That ' s  if you want to separate these people? )  

(But you must do that at the gate . You j ust get a bay bush and stick i t  in 
the ground ? )  

Yeah , a li ' le small piece o f  bay bush. 
(A twig or something ? )  
Dat ' s d e  idea . Don ' have i t  s o  large cuz dey might b e  able to find i t  befo ' 

de wind blows it down. When i t  fall from de wind , dere ' s where yo ' go.t ' em. 
[ Norfolk , Va . , No . 466 , Docto� Paul Bowe s ,  see 300 , p . 89 ;  337 , p . 99 ;  410 , p . l22 ; 
455 , p . l41 ; 614 , p . 206 . ] 

5102 . [ Take ] d e  lef ' foot of yore shoes an ' put i t  unnerneat ' chure foot of 
yore baid , an ' make a spirit stay away . Tuh give yuh good luck , dey [ you] take 

BED - LEFT-FOOT SHOE UNDER - KEEP S AWAY SPIRITS 
BURN OLD SHOE AND SULPHUR IN FIREPLACE FOR LUCK 

yore shoes ,  one yore ole shoes ,  
an ' yuh put some sulphur in it  
an ' throw it in  de fiahplace , 
an ' burn de sulphuh an ' shoe 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1239) , tuhgethah. 

2109 : 1 . ] 
Dat will give yuh luck in yore home . 

5103 . If yuh keep shoes undah de bed yuh ' ll b e  sick all de time . 
(You mean you do that yourself , you ' ll be s ick all the time ? )  
Yes .  
( So you don ' t want t o  keep them under the bed . That the idea? ) 
No [ not under bed] . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , (14 21) , 2560 : 13 . ] 
5104 . Ef a person git  one of yuh shoes , ef dey put bluestone an ' sulphuh an ' 

b eat it all up tuhgethah an ' git some of dis s tuff from de drug store dey call 

BLUESTONE - SULPHUR - INCENSE 
de incense , dey put dat in de bottom undah yuh 
shoe . Yo ' know de li ' le p iece dat be ' s  up in 
yuh shoe [ insole ] . Put i t  up undah dere an ' put 

it  back down. Well , when yo ' put dat shoe on , yo '  goin ' always stay sickly , an ' 
yuh feets will start tuh swell . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 01) , 95 2 : 2 . ] 

5105 . [As we have seen under ASHES , there are many more shoe-burning r ites 
than those given here . ] 

If yuh got a husban ' an ' he won '  stay at home , yuh git  one of ' is shoes , de 
right foot of  ' is shoe . Take dis shoe an ' burn it up . Of co ' se ,  yuh know de 

BURN SHOES 
[ there is] leathah on de shoe . Burn it until it gits kinda intuh 
a powdah form.  Den take it an ' wrap it in a piece of papah. D ig 
a hole up undah de front do ' an ' of co ' se ,  when he walks in , yuh 

won ' have any trouble ' bout ' fm  goin ' out any mo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1344a) , 
2339 : 12 . ] 

5106 . Git chure yore shoe while yore feets sweat - sweat up to de end of 
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yo re toes . 
(What do they call that ? )  
Toe jam, toe jam. Yo ' kin take dat shoe right down an ' burn it an ' dat will 

j es '  give yo ' a crazy mind . A mind wit - yo '  wouldn ' t  sp eak right no way . Yo ' 
wouldn ' t  talk right . Yo ' wouldn ' t  answer right . Yo ' wouldn ' t  act like a man 
dat had plenty sense . Yo ' wouldn ' t . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 542) , 6 7 2 : 4 . ] 

5107 . Dat innah thin sole in dere ,  yuh take dat out an ' burn it an ' it will 
' fee t yuh as rheuma tish-like . 

(Give you pains in your feet ? ) 
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (106 7 ) , 17 27 : 1 . ] 
5108 . Ah ' ve did it mahself . Yo ' take a ole shoe an ' yo ' burn it . Oat ' s  

tuh keep snakes away from de hous e .  Burn de ole shoes wit sulphuh . [Wilson,  
N.  Car . , (147 3 ) , 2053 : 19 . ] 

5109 . Take dey ole shoes an ' burn ' em an ' j is '  like yuh burn dem shoes t ill 
dey burns intuh ashes , dat person ' ll withah down . Dey tell me . 

(WHOSE SHOE S DO YOU BURN? ) 
WHOSEVAH YUH MAD WIT . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1129) , 1834 : 10 . ] 
5110 . Yo ' git some sulphuh , yo ' git a p iece of ole shoe ; but don '  do dat , no t 

unt il yo ' dere by yuhs elf . Yo ' set dat afire at twelve a ' clock evah Friday . 
( In the daytime? ) 

BURN SHOE S ON FRIDAY Yes s ir ,  twelve a ' clock evah Friday , an ' burn dat slowly . 
An ' af tah dat , yo ' won '  have no trouble . I t  may be slow 

in comin ' , but whenevah dey do come , dey come in a heap .  
(You burn that at twelve o ' clock in the daytime or a t  night ? )  
Twelve a ' clock in de day , when dere nobody dere but chew . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

(1211) , 2048 : 10 . ] 
5111 . Burn lef t shoe on Friday ; draws luck , men come and spend money . [Mem

phis , Tenn . , (971) , 1 5 7 0 : 9 . ] 
5112 . Says at sunrise evah mawnin ' , if yo ' kin find an ole shce , tuh burn it 

in de mawnin ' an ' ' spec ially Mondays , Wednesdays an ' fridays , an ' dey say things 

BURN OLD SHOE 3 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE 
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 

will come yuh way . 
(You burn this before sunris e . ) [Way
cross , Ga . , (1105 ) , 17 7 9 : 8 . ] 
5113 . [ There are many more shoe-bury

ing rites than those given here . ] IF HE ' S  ON A LONG VOYAGE , DE WAY MAR GODMOTHAH 
USED TUH DO , dey ' d  take her lef ' -foot shoe . [ This is the first app earance of the 

word godmother in HOODOO . Surely she took his shoe . Not necessari ly 
BURY SHOE so. Everything in hoodoo bows before intent ion and desire . ]  In one 

ins tance , dey ' d  bury dat shoe right at de back of dere house like dat . 
Now , in ano thah ins tance , dey would take dat shoe an ' burn it . An ' dey ' d  take de 
ashes of dat shoe an ' wear it aroun ' dere wais ' an ' continly [ cont inually ] pray . 

(To make that man come back to you . ) 
He ' ll come back . 
(How would they bur.y that shoe to make that man come back , if that ' s  what they 

do? ) 
Dey would bury dat shoe wit de heel tuhwards de eas t , de toe tuhwards de wes t , 

j is '  like ah ' d  have de shoe on an ' it would be po int in ' dataway . [ New Orleans , ·  
La . , (883 ) , 145 6 : 4 . ] 

5114 . Ah kin tell yuh j is '  whut chew kin do tuh make a p erson leave town . 
Yuh take dere left shoe an ' bury it , if yuh kin git holt of it . A l l  de time yuh 
cain ' t git holt of dere lef t shoe , but if yuh cain ' t ,  yuh git somebody else tuh 
git holt of it . An ' yuh bury dat left shoe . Don ' care if it ' s  de only one dat 
dey nuse [use ] , bury it an ' dey won ' t  be s een in town af tah nine days or af tah 
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yuh bury dat . It take ' em about nine days tuh git  outa town . Dey gon ' a leave 
out fo ' some s pecial cause . [ Not ice quaint all  de time . ]  [ New Orleans , La . ,  
(1574 ) , 9 . ] 

5115 . Well , lak de pieces inside dere . 
(The inner sole? ) 
Yes . Take dat out . Yuh kin take dat out an ' carry dat an ' bury dat in de 

woods somewhere - in de woods somewhere by de creek , bury dat . An ' dat person 
j is ' cont inue gain ' , cont inly [ cont inually ] gain ' . If yuh don ' t take it up , j is ' 
go r ight on away . [ Person will keep go ing b ecause the creek is running . There 
are a number of these burials on the riverside . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368 ) , 
2421 : 8 . ] 

5116 . Yuh kin take a man ' s shoe ,  yuh kin take one o f  ' is  ole shoes , j is ' lak 
yuh got some s teps dat yuh come up , lak yuh got s tair [ door ] s teps , if yuh kin 
git undah dem stair steps [doorsteps ] ,  yuh bury dat shoe in de ground . Put salt 
in dat shoe an 1 bury it in de ground . He ' ll be back dere . 

(Either shoe ? )  
Eithah shoe . 
(You don ' t bury it any particular way? Just so that you bury it? ) 

Yuh bring i t  back [point it towards the house ] ,  den he ' s gotta come back . 
Git ' im so he ' ll cross ovah dat shoe an ' he cain ' t stay away . Dat shoe will 
bring ' im back . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522 ) , 2714 : 17 . ] 

5117 . Bury dat . Take dat shoe , dat lef ' -foot shoe an ' yuh take dat piece out 
dat shoe - dat bottom, dat piece of cloth . 

(That inner sole? ) 
Yeah , dat innah sole . An ' yuh bury dat . When yuh bury dat , when dat shoe 

ro ts , yuh ' ll ro tten - GONE TUH HELL AN '  GONE ! GONE TUH HELL ! SHO ' KILL ' EM!  
OH , YE-AH ! [Algiers , La . ,  (159 3 ) , 2993 : 9 . ] 

5118 . Yeah , dey kin burn shoe soles . Den [dey ]  kin take , aftah dey git  
through burnin ' de  shoe soles , dey kin take an ' put it in some de vi l vinegah 

an ' shake it up , an ' in a leng th of time DEVIL VINEGAR - SOLE ASHE S - SHAKE yuh ga in ' pass away or commit suicide or 
go crazy. [ For devi l vinega� , see p . 547  

and elsewhere . ] [ New Orleans , La . ,  (1558) , 2837 : 6 . ] 
5119 . Take d e  linin ' [ inner sole]  outa fellah ' s r ight shoe , tote hit in yore 

pocket , see . An ' take hit an ' some devil ' s shoestring root an ' wrap it up tuh
gethah .  

DEVIL ' S SHOESTRING (Do you wrap it any spec ial way? )  
Any special way? Jis ' as [ so ]  it wrapped aroun ' wit some 

asafitadee .  Put it in dere an ' wrap it away [ from you ] . To te  it in yore pocket . 
If yo ' wanta run ' im  away put red peppah an ' salt in it . 

(Then what do you do with it ? )  
Keep a-carryin ' it . Has it on a string hangin ' down on yore left s ide . Keep 

a fellah j is ' hangin ' dataway . Dat will keep ' tm  away from dere . Dat ' s like yuh 
have a case in co ' t an ' want somebody tuh do somepin . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1158 ) , 
1929 : 7 . ] 

5120 . Ah heard dey take a devil ' s shoestring an ' wit de shoes , if yuh wan ' 
' em tuh return an ' bury it undah de do 1 step an 1 dey will return . 

(Do you put this devil ' s shoestring with the shoes ? One or both? ) 
De two shoes . 
(And you put the devil ' s shoestring with that ? )  
Yes , an ' bury it right undah yore do ' step where yuh wan ' ' em tuh came in . 

Let ' em come in an ' dey will came back . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1104 ) , 1778 : 5 . ] 
5121 . Ah heard dey burn dem ole shoes fo ' luck . An ' den ah heard ag ' in , 
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said yuh could take dat shoe an ' put it ovah a do ' where a person - yuh know1 a 
person have lived at . An ' it ' s a certain length of mawnin ' dat shoe would stay 

dere . Wheresomevah dey at dey would come back . 
DOOR - OVER THE (You would take - this p erson who had left 1 you would take his 

shoes? )  
Take his shoe an ' put it up ovah de do ' . 

(Either shoe? )  
Eithah sho e .  An ' it ' s a certain time dey say dat dat shoe would have tuh stay 

dere . An ' aftah dem days 1 dey tell me 1 whethah yuh had yore [ train] fare or 
whut ; but aftah dat date go by 1 yuh ' d have tuh come back . [ Waycross . Ga . 1 (107 3 ) 1 
1734 : 8 . ] 

5 1 2 2 . Take a person ' s shoes an ' make dem leave . Take dey shoes an ' p ut ' em 
up 1 HIGH UP OVAH DEY HAID . Or eithah take de sole off ' em where dey walk at an ' 
dey ' ll walk . Dey nevah will stay dere no mo ' . 

(What do you do with that sole if you take it off ? )  
Take i t  an ' put i t  up ovah d e  do ' where dey walks at a lots 1 an ' dey ' ll leave 

dere . [Waycross . Ga • • (1134) 1 184 2 : 3 . ] 
5123 . Yo ' throw de person ' s shoes at  [ and hit ] de head of  de front steps  in 

ordah tuh keep ' em  at home 1 or eithah wheresoevah dey are tuh bring ' em  back . 
[ This two-purposes r ite cast in 

DOORSTEP - THROW SHOES AND HIT TOP OF FRONT a one act ion form must be some
what rare . Actually there is a 

second but unexpressed action 1 the intention either to keep home or to bring 
back . ] [ Sumter 1 S .  Car • • (1342) 1 2323 : 5 . ] 

5124 .  Ah heard about de shoe ' cuz ah tried it mahself ; j is ' lak yuh wan ' 
yore man fren ' or sompin tuh come tuh yo ' an ' not leave yuh . Well 1 ah take 

his lef ' -foot shoes - dat ' s 
DOORSTEP - SHOE UNDER - USUALLY TOE TO HOUSE pertainin ' tuh de heart - an ' 

bury it undah de do ' step 1 es-
pesh ' ly [ especially] de do ' where he comes in . 

(Do you bury it in any special way? ) 
Yes 1 bury it comin ' tuh de house 1  not gain ' away . comin ' tuh de house - wit 

de track down 1 de bottom of de foot down . 
(You mean the shoe is st anding up 1 straight up ? Or you turn i t  ups ide down? ) 
Straight up . See 1 j is ' lak yo ' re [ you are ] walkin ' in de shoe . [Memphis 1 

Tenn • • (1553 ) 1 2828 : 2 . ] 
5125 . Take a person - j is ' lak ah tole yuh ' bout de lef ' -han ' shoe or sock . 

Wus it shoe or sock? 
(You didn ' t tell me about either one . ) 
Well 1 anyway yuh kin take a person lef ' shoe - SEE . DAT ' S DE HEART ON DE LEF ' 

S IDE - an ' take i t  an ' bury i t  deep as yuh kin undah de step 1 tuh keep ' fm  from 
any idea ' b out it . Bury it undahneat ' de step 1 so he cain ' t leave home . [ Savan
nah 1 Ga • • (125 2 ) 1 2125 : 5 . ] 

5126 . (Tell me how that ' s done to make a man stay at home . ) 
[ I  am repeating informant ' s statement after turning on recording machine . ]  

Yuh take his shoe or slippah or anythin 1 1  an ' yuh bury it undah de step s 1  but 
comin ' in . He won ' go nowhere . [Algiers 1 La . 1 (1601) 1 3023 : 3 . ] 

5 1 2 7 . Jis ' lak if dey off somewhere an ' yuh wan ' s ' em back 1 puts dat shoe 
undah a do ' step an ' yuh BRUSH OFF DOSE SHOES NINE MAWNIN ' S .  Dat ' ll bring ' em 
back . 

Yuh don ' bury de shoe . Put ' em  up undah de step 1 j is ' undah de step . 
(Then you brush them off  nine mornings ? )  
Nine mawnin ' s .  
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(You put both shoes under there? ) 
Both shoes . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1122 ) , 18 03 : 16 . ]  
5 1 28 . (They do what to make somebody come home? ) 
De son - j is ' lak if yore son ovah de way [ at some friend ' s house] , yuh could 

bury dat shoe at de foot of yore steps . Yuh put it down at a time when dere ' s 
no one lookin ' or nuthin lak dat . Yuh putty [ pretty] sho ' , even if yuh ' d have 
tuh go out between midnight an ' day, an ' bury dat shoe at de foot of  de  steps . 
An ' den at a certain length of  t ime ,  somepin lak six months or less , well yore 
son would come home . 

(You would bury that a cer tain way wouldn ' t you? ) 
[ I  picked up informant ' s aePtain. ] 
A certain way .  Yuh bury it - let de toe o f  d e  shoe turn toward d e  hous e ,  

eithah shoe , j is ' one shoe . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 2) , 1464 : 2 . ] 

DOORSTEP - SHOE UNDER - TOE IN - CURSE 
5129 . Takes dey shoes an ' put ' em tuh 
de steps . Bury ' em wit de toe comin ' 
in undah de s tep , an ' j is ' curse ' em 

when yuh put it down dere . An ' he kin always - don ' t care where he go , long as 
dat shoe dere , dat track dere , he ' ll come in dere . 

(You j ust put one or both shoes? ) 
One , j is ' one foot , de right foot . An ' always turn it comin ' in . 
(That is to make him come on home? ) 
Yes sir . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1201) , 2017 : 3 . ] 
5130 . Ah says like you separated from yore wife . Well , she take dat shoe , 

if someone done tole her about it . Yuh take yore shoe an ' yuh puts it undah de 

DOORSTEP - SHOE UNDER - UPSIDE DOWN - TOE TO HOUSE 

man ' s out , when he come back an ' he walks ovah dat 
dat shoe , yuh continue s tayin ' dere . Yuh ' ll nevah 
[ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 91) , 1103 : 2 . ] 

step , facin ' tuhward like 
yuh comin ' in , an ' turn it 
bot tom upwards . When yore 

shoe , why when yuh walk ovah 
leave until dat shoe is move . 

5131 . Take dat shoe an ' yuh dress it . 
any kinda little powder or anythin ' in dat 

Yuh kin put a little perfume or j is ' 
shoe . An ' yuh take dat shoe an ' yuh 

DOORSTEP - SHOE UNDER - D�SS WITH PERFUME OR POWDER 
dPess it , an ' den yuh 
take dat shoe an ' carry 
it out in de woods an ' 

bury dat shoe . 
walk ovah it . 

If yuh don ' do 
Bury dat shoe . 

dat , bury it right undah de do ' s tep s where she ' ll 
Make ' em s tay at home . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , (near 

DOORSTEP - SHOE UNDER - PEPPER AND SUGAR - TOE TO HOUSE 
885) , 145 9 : 14 . ] 
5132 . If a person 
gon ' a leave yuh an ' yuh 

wan ' ' em, dis is one way if yuh wan ' ' em tuh 
shoes an ' j is ' open up dat thin little p iece 

(Ins ide the shoes? ) 

saty . Why yuh j is ' take his or ' er 
[ insole] in de shoes . 

Yessuh , an ' put some sugah an ' peppah in dat shoe , an ' den turn dat little 
p iece back . An ' go undah yore house , undah yore s teps , an ' bury de toe of dat 
shoe comin ' up - yuh undahstan ' , up intuh de house . Jis ' lak dey had it on dere 
feet , yuh know , an ' comin ' in de house , bury it de same way .  An ' dey ' ll nevah 
leave . 

(You mean that little sole [ insole] inside the shoe? ) 
Yeah , rip dat open an ' so yo ' kin put dat [ pepper and sugar ] up in it . An ' 

den put i t  back ovah dere.  
(You use both shoes? ) 
Jis ' one , de right one . [These 24 beliefs on one cylinder i s  about the high-
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est number ever recorded . This means that informant ' s  preceding and following 
statements were brief and mos tly things I had heard many t imes before . [Little 
Rock , Ark . 1 ( 903) 1 1474 : 16 . ] 

5133 . De shoes , if yuh wan '  tuh , yuh kin take ' em an ' bury de shoes . But if 
she wan ' s yuh tuh come back , see she take ' em an ' bury ' em at de front of de 
house comin ' in , wit de toes comin ' in . See . Den she let dose s tay dere nine 

days . 
DOORSTEP - SHOES UNDER - TOE TO HOUSE 

AFTER 9 DAYS WRITE LETTER - ON HIS RETURN 
WRITE NAME 9 T IME S  - WEAVE 9 NEEDLES IN PAPER 

(Then what do you do? ) 
Den aftah de shoes are dere nine 
days , she ' ll wrote a lettah . Den 
when he comes back yuh git dis 

heah [ here ] - write it  [ the name ] nine times . An ' git chew nine bran ' -new needles 
an ' p in it  in dere . Stick ' em - see , yuh pin ' em like dis heah [ demonstrates ] .  
Yuh put ' em where he comes in . Put it  [ needle ] undah dere , right ovah it [weaving 
the needles ]  in an '  out [ of paper with name ] . An ' he ' ll continue goin ' [ in ]  an ' 
out . An ' wit dose shoes buried , he comin ' back . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 7 ) 1 
1468 : 8 . ] 

5134 . Naow [ now] , dey kin take dem shoes - either one or two , but always 
seem lak tuh me dat lef ' -foot shoe . Take dat lef ' -foot shoe an ' put some cay

DRAGON' S  BLOOD - RED PEPPER - SALTPETER 
IN LEFT SHOE - BURN 10 MINUTES DAILY 

enne peppah an ' s ome saltpetah . An ' 
if dey tryin ' tuh hurtcha , gitcha down 
some way , tuh gitcha past  walkin ' or 
swell yuh up , yo ' see , put some salt

petah in dem shoes , an ' some cayenne peppah , an ' some dragon blood . An ' put it 
in dat shoe an ' po ' some kerosene on it , an ' burn dat shoe graj ly [ gradually ] 
about ten minutes evah mawnin ' .  An ' aftah de shoe burn up , well dat individual 
will begin tuh suffah wit , ' is knees an ' laigs , an ' continue lak dat . [Mobile , 
Ala . , (692) , 9 26 : 2 . ]  

5135 . What chew do wit yore shoes? Jis ' sprinkle a little bita dragon blood 
in dere an ' a little sulphuh . Yuh know, j is '  sprinkle it in dere an ' let it 

DRAGON' S  BLOOD - SULPHUR - IN SHOES 
SHAKE OUT OR KEEP UNDER INSOLES 

[ stay in there awhile ] an ' den shake it  out 
so dat he cain ' t see it . Or eithah hole 
[ hold ] up dat little thin p iece [ insole ] 
an ' let it go tuh de bottom [ all the way 

to the toes , letting the insoles then fall back into places ] an ' he cain ' t stay 
from yuh . He has tuh come home . [ Charleston,  S .  Car . , (530) 1  641 : 6 . ] 

5136 . In de bottom of dey shoes , yuh kin take dat little cloth dat be dere 
in de bottom an ' drive ' em away or kill ' em off . 

FOLD INSOLE 
(How would they drive them away , firs t ? ) 
[Drive him away first , then kill him . ] 

HIDE IN WALL CRACK Well , tuh drive ' em away , yuh take it an ' bury it . If yuh 
wanta make ' em stay home , why yuh kin take dat an ' wrop it 

up an ' put it in de crack anywhere in de side of de wall in de house . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (13 7 7 ) , 2446 : 4 . ] 
513 7 .  Well , yuh wearin ' dat shoe when yuh come in an ' yuh take i t  off . Well 

de moisture from yore feet is  still in dere , an ' yuh take dat [ insole ] an ' fold 

FOLD INSOLE TO YOU - PUT IN FLANNEL BAG 
DRESS WITH EP SOM SALT AND PERFUME 

KEEP ON HIS S IDE OF BED 

it up . Fold dat to yuh . An ' yuh use 
a piece of flannel . Put dat in de 
flannel an ' keep dat wet [ dress it ] 
wit - put Epsom salt or  anything . See 1 
dat [ is ]  salt . By me carry [ carrying ] 

some salt , well dat salt keep s it moist wit dat perfume . [ Perfume either had been 
mentioned before recording began or this wa s  j ust  a mental lapse . ] Dat keep s it 
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mo ist so it stay al ive . Sew dat up an ' bury somewhere , or anything [ or again] , 
yuh kin j is '  put it  in a little [ tin] can an ' keep it on de opposite side of de 
bed where dey sleep on . He ' ll nevah not ice i t 1  won ' t know whut it ' s all about . 
Dey will keep ' im dere all de t ime . ANY WOMAN GOT A MAN SHE WANTS TUH KEEP ' IM 1  
A HARD WORKING MAN . Well , dat ' s whut she do . She got de big advantage of ' im.  

( She takes this inner sole out of  his shoe . Either shoe? ) 
E ithah shoe . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1025) 1 1660 : 1 . ] 
5138 . I t ' s a - people go out tuh de fo ' k  [ fork] of  de road . Fo ' instance , 

de fo ' k  of de road made in dis position [ demonstrate s ] . See , dey ' ll go at  de end 
of dat fo ' k . Dey ' ll take an ' dey ' ll d ig down dere an ' dey ' ll git  a certain amount 

FORK-OF-ROAD DIRT - INSOLE 
BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 

of d ir t .  Dey ' ll come back wit dat d irt an ' dey ' ll 
git de sole of  a - a individual ' s  shoe . 
(The outs ide sole? ) 

dat [ fork-of-road d irt ]  
par ty pass  goin '  in an ' 

( I  see . ) 

De ins ide sole , see , of  de shoes wit dat dirt . Mix 
up wit dat insole . Bury it undahneat ' de step where de 
out . Dat will git ' is mind intuh two channels . 

He won ' t have a stationapy mi nd ,  yuh see . Yuh ' d have his mind , always keep 
' im  cPoss-minded. He ' ll be here , he won ' t be satisf ied ; he ' ll go tuh dat town , 
an ' he ' ll f igure he should move outa dat town . I t  j is '  keep ' im always upsti�ed 
anyway . 

(His mind will b e  in two channels j us t  as that road forks into two roads? ) 
Absolut ely - dat ' s de idea . 
(You get that d irt right from that "Y" a t  the fork? ) 
Absolutely - dat ' s de place . 
(I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) 1 1445 : 5 . ] 
5139 . An ' den on de othah han ' , if yuh don ' t wanta [be bothered ] - if dere ' s 

somebody dat come dere dat disturb yuh or somep in of de kin ' , de law or anybody 

FRIDAY - SHOES BURNED ON 
else , take some ole shoes an ' rags an ' burn ' em  evah 
Friday . Don ' t miss a week . Yuh ' ll nevah be troubled . 
Ah know dat ' s a fac t .  [ This rite is merely an exten

sion of the belief O Zd shoes may be bUPned on FPiday foP Zuck (FACI , 2nd ed . ,  
1 06 7 6 1 p . 485 ) . ]  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1153) 1 189 0 : 5 . ] 

514 0 .  Yuh take a man ' s r ight-foot shoe an ' burn it on a Friday mawnin ' befo ' 
sunup tuh give yuh good luck , whatevah yuh wanta wish fo ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1542) , 2 7 89 : 1 . ] 

5141 . Yuh kin take yore ole 
Friday at twelve a ' clock - burn 

shoes an ' keep it in yore house an ' burn it evah 
yore ole shoes evah Friday at twelve a ' clock . 

FRIDAYS - 12  NOON - BURN OLD SHOES 
ON FLOOR IN CENTER OF ROOM 

Jis ' burn it r ight in de middle of yore 
flo ' [making a quincunx , s ee p . 7 10) in 
somep in . Shut chure do ' an ' walk out . [ In 
somepin means old bucket , can or pan .  Even 

if these are raised on bricks this is a dangerous rite whether f ire started with 
live coals or coal oil ! ] But it mus ' be twelve a ' clock . Yuh start dat a li ' le 
befo ' twelve . Start de f iah1 see , an ' it be  burnin ' at  twelve a ' clock . 

(In the dayt ime or the night ? ) 
Dayt ime - twelve a ' clock in de day . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1249) 1 2122 : 6 . ] 
5142 . Yuh take dat shoe - j is '  take one of ' em ,  de one tuh de right foot . 

An ' burn it  halfway up . Den take it  an ' care [ carry] it an ' d ig yuh a hole an ' 

GRAVE - A SYMBOLIC 
bury dat shoe . Pray ovah it . Go dah evah mawnin ' an ' throw 
a handful of d irt on dat , an ' he ' ll leave yuh . Yuh won ' have 
no troub le wit ' im , he ' ll go on whah he won ' bothah yuh no 

more . [ Baltimore , Md . , (138) 1 37 : 6+85 . ]  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t - Rootwork - 2 7 6 9  

5143 . Well 1 now 1 dere one dat ah heah dey do wit a sho e 1  wuz take it  an ' j is '  
lak make ' em restless . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Well 1 yo ' take dat shoe an ' yo ' carry it  an ' 

j is '  lak yo ' dig a hole 1 j is '  lak yo ' diggin ' a 
yo ' bury it bottomside upwards ; 
grave . Yo ' put dat shoe down 

in dere - see 1 bury it . An ' 
when yo ' bury dat shoe in 
dere 1 yo ' cuss dat person 

ANOTHER SYMBOLIC GRAVE - SHOE UPSIDE DOWN - CURSE 

evah kinda dirty cuss dat chew kin think of 1 an ' pack dat dirt . Well 1 dere ' s  no 
way in dis worl ' fo ' dem tuh rest 1 an ' dey won '  be  heah no longah . 

(You say you bury that shoe like you are digging a grave? ) 
Yeah 1 j es '  lak yo ' dig a hole . Put it  deep 1 cuz sompin othah will scratch it 

up . An ' bury dat shoe 1 pack de dirt on it . An ' as yo ' pack it yo ' cuss it 1 j is '  
cuss ' em  j is '  as hard as [ you can] . 

(Either shoe? )  
Dat ' s  right . Any kinda sho e 1  j is '  since it ' s  a shoe dey done wore . But it  

got ' a  be wored 1 dat shoe 1 a good length of time . Den yo ' bury it 1 see . Dat ' s  

GRAVE IN GRAVEYARD 
right . [ Savannah . Ga . 1 (1261) 1 2141 : 4 . ] 
5144 . Take yore shoes an ' scrape 1 yuh know1 some outa de 
instep . An ' dey kin roll dat up in a piece of red f lannel 

an ' carry it right down tuh any cemetery . any grave in de cemetery . right at de 
foot 1 an 1 [ bury it and] IT WILL MAKE YUH WALK YORE BRAINS OUT - keeps yuh walkin' . 
[Charleston . s. Car • •  (514 1 Doator Glover ) .  5 97 : 2 . ] 

5145 . Take graveyard [ dirt ]  an ' yuh kin keep someone wit chew . Yuh git 
twelve days 1 which is twelve months to de yeah . [ You get 12 p inches of  grave
yard dirt 1 enough to last 1 pinch a day for 12 days 1 the latter symbolizing the 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - 1 PINCH DAILY - 12 DAYS 
12 months o f  the year . ] Yuh kin take 
an ' loose one sole [ insole ] o f  d ey 
shoe 1 an ' take yuh knife blade an ' 

cut j is '  
wear dat 
IF SHE ' S 

a little bit [ a  hole for the dir t ]  in dere . An ' j is '  as long as she 
shoe 1 she ' ll always be comin ' tuh love yuh 1 regardless tuh whut she got . 
GOT A MILLION DOLLAHS 1 SHE ' LL BE COMIN ' TUH LET CHEW HAVE PART OF IT . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - INSOLE ASHES 
IN SMALL BOTTLE OF COLOGNE ON BOSOM 

it on me . An ' ah would git  some graveyard dirt . 
(What would you do that for ? ) 

[ Fayetteville . N . Car • •  (1450) 1 
2633 : 2 . ] 
5146 . Ah burns de sole o f  
' is shoe an ' take d e  ashes 
an ' gits  dragon ' s  b lood an ' 
a bottle of cologne an ' wear 

Well 1 tuh keep ' im  roun'  wit me . Wear it in yore bosom .  
(You put this stuff in the bottle? Af ter burning his shoe sole? ) 
Yes sir . [ Florence . s. Car • •  (13 21) 1 2265 : 2 . ] 
5147 . Take de graveyard dirt . An ' yuh git a ole shoe an ' yuh parch dat ole 

shoe until yuh kin j is '  powdah it up . An ' yuh mix dat graveyard d i r t  wit dat 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - OLD- SHOE ASHES - CINNAMON - SUGAR 
shoe dust an ' yuh put sugah 
in dere an ' cinnamon . An ' 
yuh sprinkle dat roun ' ovah 

yore f lo ' s  an ' lak dat . Dat keeps peace in de home . 
phis 1 Tenn • •  (938) 1 1518 : 1 . ]  

Dat ' s fo ' success . [Mem-

5148 . Yuh take de lef ' shoe an ' cut a square outa de centah of d e  shoe . 
(The center 1 the bottom or the top par t o f  it? ) 
De bottom 1  j is '  where yore f eet fit  right in de bottom of dat shoe . Yuh j is '  
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cut a square outa de inside of de bottom of de shoe . [A square piece is cut out 
of  the center of the insole . ]  An ' yuh bury it . 

(What will that do ? )  
Yuh cut de square outa de shoe an ' put it in a li ' le sulphuh an ' red peppah 

an ' graveyard dirt , an ' yo ' sew it in a li ' le bag an ' bury it . An '  if yuh wanta 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
INTO SQUARE PIECE (COFFIN SYMBOL) 

CUT FROM CENTER OF LEFT INSOLE 

hUPt a person, well dat will cuz whatevah 
shoe it  is , if it ' s  de right shoe , why 
dey' ll grow lame in dat side . An ' dere ' s  
no doc tah [M . D . ] kin cure dem until yuh 
fin'  de p erson dat has dat [ square piece 

of  insole ] an ' git  it from dem . An ' de only way tuh f ind out is  tuh [ see a ]  
fortunetellah an ' let ' em tell yuh how tuh git it . 

(I  thought it  was the lef t shoe? ) 
Well , it ' s  de left shoe dat ah ' m  speakin ' about . 
(This is  out of the lef t shoe? ) 
Yes . 
(You don ' t get  the right then a t  all? ) 
Well , ah nevah learn of de right . It ' s  de lef t .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1390) , 2392 : 3 . ] 
5149 . Dey kin take de bindin ' in de back right in where yore [ a  man ' s ]  heel 

rub , cut out a little of dat skin in dere , dat little place of skin . If a woman 

HEEL BINDING , P IECE OF - ADAM-AND-EVE 
9 P IECES OF SPICE - HEARTS COLOGNE - WEAR 

want a man , dat will keep him . 
(What will she do with that then, 
after she took it out o f  there ? )  
She take dat an ' mix i t  with Adam-

an ' -Eve root an ' wear it  with HeaPt Co logne an ' nine grain of spice . Jes ' wear 
it right next to her skin , an ' she puts on it a perfume . An ' when he be roun ' 
dere an ' smell it , yo ' know, he don ' t know whut de contraction [ attraction] , but 
he j es '  go roun ' ' er .  [Wilson , N.  Car . • (1499) , 2667 : 12 . ] 

515 0 .  Take yore shoes an ' put some hot-foot powdah inside de inside sole of  
yore shoe . DPess dat shoe fo ' yuh , dey kin put yuh wa lkin ' .  Dey kin dress dat 

shoe fo ' yuh an ' g ive yuh spells . Ah HOT-FOOT OIL - HOT-FOOT POWDER - IN SHOE had a woman las ' yeah dat went tuh a 
lady an ' she tole her tuh - give her 

some oil an ' tole her , say ,  "Now , yuh kin gain ' im  if yuh git ' im drunk an ' git  
dis in ' is shoes . Yuh git dis  in ' is shoes . Git ' im  drunk , unless dat he wise . 
He got plenty sense . "  Say , "Yuh git  ' im drunk an ' git  d is in ' is shoe . "  An ' 
say , "Yuh have ' im  like yuh wanta . "  Say , "He ' ll leave his wife an ' come an ' 
stay wit yuh . "  

(What kind o f  oil was that? ) 
I t  was hot-foot oi l .  
(For you [ the man] to come to her . ) [HOT FOOT POWDER (see p . 5 90 and elsewhere) i s  used to PUn ' em 'way fPom dePe . HOT FOOT OIL , not so common as hot-foot powdeP , runs a woman ' s  husband away to a 

woman working the spell under the direction of a lady , a hoodoo worker . ]  [Vicks
burg , Miss . , ( 7 25 ) , 994 : 8 . ]  

HOUSE - SHOE THROWN OVER - BROUGHT IN FRONT DOOR 5151 . Dey say , j is '  like a 
person go off  an ' yuh wan' ' em 

back , say yuh take dey shoes an ' chunk it  ovah - go outdo ' s  an ' chunk it clean 
ovah de house . An ' den take it an ' bring it roun ' in de house , yuh know, an ' 
bring it in de front do ' .  An ' dey say dey will come back . 

(Do you throw both shoes over ? ) 
Jes ' de one . 
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(Either one ? ) 
De right-foot shoe . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1148 ) , 18 71 : 4 . ] 
5152 . Take a person ' s shoes an ' j is '  like he ' s  gone away , or somepin othah 

like dat . If he ' s  away an ' yuh wan ' ' im tuh come back , yuh kin take his shoe 

HOUSE - SHOE THROWN OVER - FRONT DOOR TO BACK 
3 TIMES EACH MORNING - 7 DAYS 

an ' go a t  de front do ' an ' throw 
it ovah de house , yuh know, where 
he livin ' at - clean tuh de back , 
clean ovah . An ' yuh fo ' [ for]  

three 
back . 

times fo ' [ for ] seven mawnin ' s ,  an ' in dem 21 times he ' s  sure tuh return 

over? ) (You throw both the shoes 
Jis ' de one shoe , de lef ' 
5153 . [The following two 

shoe . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1135 ) , 1843 : 14 . ] 

belief is known elsewhere : ] 
accounts of  the same rite came from Memphis , but the 
Den yuh kin take dat same lef ' -foot shoe an ' come 

HOUSE , CENTER OF - SHOE NAILED TO 
tuh de middle of  dis house each way , right 
dere to de middle p lank , an ' nail it up 
s ide - nail it up j is '  lak dat . An ' dat 

fellah will den stay at home dere , if it ' s  in de middle of de house .  [The shoe 
is sometime nailed up under the house that has a crawl-space beneath it . ] 

(You must get right in the middle of the house ? )  
Yessuh . [A quincunx rite . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1543) , 2788-2795 . ]  
5154 . Yuh could take a person ' s  shoe . Yuh could take dat shoe an ' nail it 

up in de centah o f  de house ,  if de ind ividual away an ' yuh wan ' dem back . Yuh 
kin take dat shoe an ' nail it up in de direct CENTAH OF DE ROOM, an ' dat will 
draw ' em back . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1529) , 2732 : 5 . ] 

5155 . Ah know a case in Beaver Falls , Pa . , dat a incident of  dat kind hap
pened a year ago [ 1936 ] .  Wus a woman whut lived dere , an ' ' er husban ' wure very 

INITIAL - HIS - CUT ON INSIDE OF HIS LEFT SHOE 
HI S LEFT DIRTY SOCK HELD IN BY 9 BRASS P INS 
SHE THREW OVER HER LEFT SHOULDER AT SUNDOWN 

cruel tuh ' er .  An ' he begin tuh 
stay out all night , an ' he beat 
' er an ' knock ' er out . So she 
begin tuh study de Sixth an ' de 
Seventh Book of Moses . An ' wit

in studyin ' dat , she found out j is '  whut tuh do tuh send ' tm  away from ' er .  An ' 
she tole me dat she ' d  taken ' is lef ' shoe , an ' cut ' is ' nitial on de inside of  
it in de ins tep . An ' taken ' is - one of ' is lef ' dirty socks , an ' put nine brass 
p ins in it , an ' nailed [ pinned ] i t  tuh de instep of ' is shoe , an ' threw it ovah 
' er lef ' shouldah at sundown . Ah know he lef t  dere an ' he hadn ' t been back a 
month or so ago . [Washington , D . C . , (642) , 83 2 : 3 . ] 

5156 . [The following small collection of insole rites is only a small part 
of  them . ] 

If a frien ' or prob ' ly ah say yore wife , somepin like dat , had gone , an ' yo ' 
git dat [ insole ] . Even so much if yuh couldn ' t  git it , if yuh would git somebody 

tuh git it , git dat shoe tuh yuh - de innah lining 
INSOLE OR INNER SOLE OF SHOE [ insole ] of dat shoe . An ' yuh take de innah lining 

of dat shoe . An ' aftah yuh git it , de p iece right 
undah de hallah of yuh feet heah , cut out a p iece  de  s ize of a silver half a dol
lar an ' wear dat . Put dat inside of yore shoe , wear dat fo ' nine days , an ' she ' ll 
come back . 

(Do you take that little p iece ftom out o f  either shoe? ) 
Eithah shoe , but dey mos ' ly says de right-han ' shoe . But ah ' ve seen ' em tried 

it an ' couldn ' t  git wit ' out de lef ' -han ' shoe was done . 
(What shoe do you wear that in , either shoe? ) 
D e  shoe yuh git it out of , be sure yuh know whut shoe yuh git it out of . If  
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yuh git it out of de left , put it in de left ; if yuh git it out of de right , put 
it in de right . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1046 ) , 1702 : 1 . ] 

5 15 7 . Cut dat out dere shoe . 
(What do you cut out ? ) 
De linin ' - yes , de innah sole . 
(What do you do with that? ) 
Put i t  in yore shoes an ' weah it . 
(What will that do? ) 
Make him love yuh .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201) , 2017 : 6 . ] 
5 158 . If  yuh wan ' ' im tuh stay wit chew, take dat li ' le sole , dat li ' le thing 

on de inside of yore shoes . An ' yuh take dat an ' put i t  in yore shoes instead of 
' is shoes .  Yuh take it an ' put it in yore shoes , an ' yuh weah dat , see . An ' long 
as yuh weah dem shoes wit ' is sole [ insole] in dere , den yuh got ' im . [ Sumter , s. Car . , (1351) , 234 3 : 7 . ] 

5 159 . Yuh kin take a man or a woman . An '  yuh kin take a piece outa her lef ' 
foot shoe an ' wear it in yore sho e .  Yuh kin put it in yore right or eithah de 
lef ' . But yuh put it down in de side of yore shoe an ' wear dat p iece in der e , 
an ' she ' ll nevah leave yuh ' long a s  she live . Yuh kin keep ' er all de time . 
Dat ' s  good fo ' a woman . [A woman can do the same thing to a man . ] [ New Orleans , 
La . ,  (15 74) , 2896 : 4 . ] 

5 160 . Take de centah , de sole dat ' s  inside de shoe . Place it intuh yore 
shoe • • •  it ' ll make htm stay at home . A woman , eithah one , it don ' t make no diff ' 
rence [a  woman can do the same thing with a man ' s insole ] . [Little Rock , Ark . , 
(89 5 ) , 146 5 : 5a . ] 

5 16 1 .  Dey gits right in. de p am  [ palm] of yuh feet an ' dey clip s out a li ' le 
bit  [ of insole ] • • •  weah dat in dere shoe • • •  make yuh care fo ' dem . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (596) , 768 : 13 . ]  

5 16 2 . She take dat [ inner sole o f  either ] shoe [ of the man] an ' put dat in 
hot watah an ' soak i t , an ' put dat in a bot tle . An ' dey say af tah she puts it 
in a bottle , she puts some cotton in dere wit it , an ' den take de cotton an ' let 
de cotton dry . An ' she wears dat , an ' dat ' ll bring ' im  back - on ' er laig or 
eithah in ' er bloomahs . [ Richmond , Va . , (341) , 28 2 : 2 . ] 

5 16 3 .  ALL SICH ME S S  LIKE DAT NOW WOULD CREATE LOVE . IT COME FROM DAT EX
PERIENCE BY WOMEN , yo ' see . Dey ' ll g i t  zhure shoe an ' dey ' ll take de sole [ in
sole ] outa yore shoe . An ' dey ' ll wear dat inside of heah nex ' tuh ' em ,  inside 
uh dey bosom nex ' tuh ' em .  An ' as long as she wears dat in dere nex ' tuh ' em ,  
yuh ' ll b e  in crave fo ' her . She kin handle yuh anywheres she wanta . WHEN YUH 
MAKE YUH MONEY YUH ' LL CARE [ CARRY ] IT TUH ' ER .  Look like yuh ' ll give it tuh 
' er freely . DAT ' S  [ALL DONE ] BY DE SOLE OF YUH SHOE HEAH .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  
(1138 ) , 18 5 2 : 4 . ] 

5 164 . Lak de shoes yuh weah fo ' evah day , yuh know, if a man or woman wants 
tuh trick yo ' in any way , why he ' d  take dat an ' put dat inside of dere , dat 
linin 1 [ insole ] . An ' den cut off a p iece lak de lady been weahin ' or sompin 
othah nex ' tuh ' er ,  an ' cut out a p iece de same width dat shoe an ' put it in 
dere . Put it in dere an ' put dat [ inner ] sole back on dere . She put dat shoe 
on den an ' she couldn ' t  weah dat shoe nine mawnin ' s  ' thout [without ] suf fahin ' . 
Well , if  yuh were used tuh goin '  some p lace , why yuh couldn ' t  go no mo ' ,  stay 
or nuthin . 

(You take this inside lining and turn i t  back , and then you get a p iece from 
a woman , you say of a woman ' s  clothing . What p iece do you get ? ) 

Nex ' tuh ' er - yuh know , bloomahs or anythin ' . 
(That is to keep her away from that plac e . ) [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1509 ) , 267 7 : 2 . ] 
5 165 . If dey pesterin ' roun ' an ' yo ' don ' wan ' dem dere , take dat shoe an ' 
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cut d e  hallah of de foo t , right i n  de  hallah . Anybody know whut de hallah is . 
Yuh gits dat out , wrop dat up in a piece o f  flannen or somepin othah . An ' yuh 
wants tuh b e  wit dem an ' make frien ' s ,  an ' long as yuh keep dat some place , dat 
is supposed tuh bring frien ' s .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1515 ) , 268 2 : 8 . ] 

5166 . Yuh kin take yore shoe an ' git some of de inside of it out dere , an ' 
yo ' kin carry it tuh any per son [ hoodoo doctor ] . An ' dey take dat little piece 
of leather [ inner sole ] dat yuh don ' think much of it , an ' dey [docto� ] take i t  
an ' dey put it in some He�ts Co logne . An ' she [woman who took it to docto� ] 
will take it an ' put it in yore clothes anywhere .  Well , dat give her or de  man 
[ if he does the same thing] - dat draw ' em  right in tuh ' em.  

(That ' s  to  draw that person to them. ) 
Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1188) , 2003 : 7 . ] 
5167 . An ' anothah one : a girl say de way she make a man come back . Take de 

inside sole [ insole]  of ' is shoe.  Take de ins ide sole of a man ' s shoe , don ' make 

INSOLE - MAN ' S SHOE - WRAPPED ABOUT HER UNDERP IECE 
UNDER HIS HEAD ALL NIGHT - IN MATTRESS OR ON FLOOR 

no diff ' rence which it is  
[ left or r ight ] , an ' take 
yore undahclothes - yo ' know 1 
de bottom pieces . An ' take 

an ' wrop it up in de sole of ' is shoe , r ight heah in de centah heah . An ' in de  
night when he sleeps , tuck i t  undah ' is haid an ' let  it s tay dere all  night long . 
An ' she says , she goes de  nex ' mawnin ' tuh take i t  out , say he won ' let chew move 
it . Let it stay dere an ' say he ' d  can ' t git away tuh save ' is life . 

(That is to hold the man? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 25 25 : 2 . ] 
5 168 . Yo ' git de inside sole of a man ' s sho e .  All right now . Yo ' git  some 

lightnin ' -struck wood an ' yo ' take some sweet milk , an ' yo ' soak dat three days . 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - DRESSED WITH MILK AND SALT 
3 DAYS - BURY AT CROSSROAD - CALL NAME - TELL WHAT TO DO 

Den yo ' make a dPess 
of dat [ dPessing or 
hand of wood and milk] 
an ' yo ' go tuh de 

crossroad where hit like dat , see 
some salt . 

[ demonstrates a cros sroad ] . Den yo ' call - git 

[Here is an example of details often omitted in an interview . ] 
(Wait a minute ! What do you mean you call? ) 
Call ' is name , say , "Ah wanta run So-an ' -so . "  YO ' HAVE TUH CALL ' EM TUH RUN 

'EM. Git chew some salt an ' yo ' make a dPessin ' of dat an ' yo ' bury dat . An ' 
YO ' TELL IT WHUT CHEW WANT IT TUH DO . An ' evah - in about three days yo ' go 
back there an ' make yore dPessin ' an ' tell it whut chew want it tuh do . DAT 
LIGHTNIN ' -STRUCK WOOD GIT ' S  ' EM  CONFUSED IN ' IS MIND . Yo ' have tuh work ' is 
mind to do anythin ' wit it . [ This piece of wood dPessed �ith lightning , milk 
and salt , 3 things , becomes a hand. ] [Waycross , Ga . , (1170) , 1976 : 4 . ]  

5 16 9 .  Take a pair o f  shoes dat yo ' have worn an ' yo ' kin take dose shoes an ' 
carry dose shoes tuh yore house - carry ' em  tuh yore house .  Den aftah yo ' carry 

MANURE FROM DIFFERENT KINDS OF ANIMALS 
dose shoes tuh yore hous e ,  turn ' em 
ovah on dey face an ' den go out in a 
cow s tall somewheres an ' git  chew some 
of evahy kin ' a manure yo ' kin pick up 

PUT IN PAIR OF SHOES - BURY UPS IDE DOWN 

from diff ' ren '  animals ,  ..all 
An ' dat will drive yo ' j is '  

(That is , if  you want to 
your house to dPess them? ) 

Yes . 

kin ' a  manure yo ' kin pick up , an ' put in dat sho e .  
as crazy a s  a bedbug . 
harm me , you would get my old shoes and take them to 

(Then what do you do with the shoes after you put that s tuff in them? ) 
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Oh ! io ' take d e  shoes an'  c arry ' em away an ' bury ' em . 
(What would that do to me then? ) 
Dat would j is '  fix yo ' up so yo ' couldn ' t walk or do nuthin - paralyze yo ' . 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1415) , 25 4 7 : 6 . ] 
5 1 7 0 . Take a man ' s shoe , r ight shoe . Take de measure o f  i t  an ' put some new 

p ins an ' needles in it , nine o f  each . An ' yuh take [ up ]  de s ill [ saddle ] of de 
do ' .  Yuh know , pull [ up ] d e  s ill of de do ' . An ' yuh put i t  [ tape measure ] down 
dere , tack it down dere . An ' he have tuh cro s s  ovah it , yuh s ee , an ' [ to ]  git 

MEASURE - WITH NEW TAPE - MAN ' S  RIGHT SHOE 
ins ide . Dat will keep a p erson 
s tayin ' aroun ' home . [ Informant 
repeats for good measure : ]  Yuh g i t  
a p iece of new tap e  an ' take de 
measure o f  [ r ight ] shoe . Take i t  
from yuh an ' bring i t  t u h  yuh . An ' 
den yuh take dat an ' p in de needles 
an'  p ins tight all de way tuh yuh , 

FROM YOU AND TO YOU 
CALL HIS NAME EACH TIME YOU 

STICK 9 NEEDLES AND 9 P INS INTO TAPE 
REMOVE SADDLE OR WOOD COVER OVER DOORS ILL 

TACK DOWN TAPE AND RESTORE SADDLE 

an ' as yuh put ' em in call ' is name . Den yuh take de s ill [ saddle ] o f  de do ' up 
an ' yuh tack it [ tape ] down an ' leave it s tay dere . When yuh move out ' a  dat 
house , yuh take i t  up an ' carry it wit chew . Evahwhere yuh move yuh carry it 

MEASURE OF SHOE 
CUNJURE POWDER IN SHOE 

wit chew .  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 804) , 1 1 31 : 3 . ] 
5 1 7 1 . G i t  d e  measure of dey s hoe , an ' put some powdah 
in d ey shoe . Git some powdah , some aunjure powdah , an ' 
put i t  in d ey shoe . Well , dat will make ' em do anything 

yo ' wan ' ' em tuh do . [ The term aunjure powder is rare . This may b e  my only ex
amp le . ]  [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 5 ) , 2 7 23 : 1 6 . ] 

5 1 7 2 .  A lata men say i f  yuh gota woman an ' she love tuh run about an ' don ' 
lak tuh s tay home , why yuh kin take one of ' er r ight-han ' s lippahs an ' bring 

NAILING PERSON DOWN 
[bend ] de toe of it back tuhwards de house [ le t  the toe 

p o int toward the hous e ] ,  an ' put a eight-penny nail in it , 
d r ive i t  r ight through it . An ' bury it undah d e  do ' s tep 

an ' dat ' ll make huh s tay home . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 9 8 ) , 2 21 : 4 . ] 
5 1 7 3 .  Nail a person ' s shoe undah de person ' s s tep s where dey live an ' dr ive 

nine nails in it , in de s ho e ; an ' when dese nails rus t  comp le t ely , d ey ' ll die . 

NAILS 9 - INTO SHOE 
( Suppo s e  I would want to do that to you , would I take 

my shoe or take your shoe ? )  
NAILED UNDER DOORSTEP Mah shoe . 

(And then put i t  under your hous e ,  put nine nails right 
through the sole . D r ive them down ins ide or ? )  

Yo ' turn dem [ shoes ] up s ide down an ' drive dem [ nails ] through dat way [ demon
s trates ] .  Dem [ nails ] come [ through ] on de ins ide sole . 

(Up [ out ] through the ins ide o f  the shoe . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 6 4 ) , 2650 : 16 . ]  
5 1 7 4 . Well , now , d e  p iece when yo ' intend in '  - when yo ' wanta send ' em away , 

now yo ' ll take dat p iece [ insole ] an ' cut a p iece out o f  i t . An ' , yo ' know , yo ' 
have tuh talk tuh it in a d if f ' ren ' way all d e  t ime . Well , when yo ' take dat 

NAILS 9 - FOUR-CORNERED OR SQUARE-HEADED - TIED 
TOGETHER - AND SHAME BRIER - BOTH WRAPPED IN 
P IECE OF LEFT INSOLE - TALKED TO ALL THE T IME 
PUT IN BLUE OR GREEN BOTTLE - INTO RUNNING WATER 

p iece out de shoe , yo ' ll git 
d e  lef ' foo t . An ' when yo ' 
take dat outa d a t , d at ' s d e  
s ame as ' i s [ foo t ]  track . An ' 
yo ' take dat out an ' den yo ' 
g i t  chew nine o f  d e s e  fo ' 

aornahed nai ls ,  a h  j is '  call ' em . An ' den yo ' git chew a piece o f  thread an ' 
yo ' t ie all nine o f  d em nails . Yo ' tie ' em tuhgethah . An ' when yo ' t ie dem tuh
gethah , den yo ' git a p iece of shame brier [ see p . 64 6 ] , an ' yo ' wrap dat tuh-
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gethah . An ' den yo ' put it in a blue bottle or a green one , eithah one lak dat , 
but let it be dark . An ' yo ' kin throw it in any runnin ' watah . He cain ' t he ' p  
from leavin ' , he got ' a  fellah dat . 

(Now about those nails . You wrap those nails up in this p iece of  the old 
shoe . That the idea? ) 

Yessuh , j is '  a li ' le p iece whut yo ' got outa de ole shoe , but yo ' let ' em set 
a li ' le while . An ' den , when yo ' set it dere , all yo ' have tuh do , throw dem 
ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' it  go in dat watah . Yo ' see , dey go in ' a s  fur as 
dat watah run . Dey follahs den an ' dey compelled tuh go in dat direc tion . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (138 2) , 245 5 : 2 . ] 

5175 . [ Your left shoe ] an ' it ' s  wore out an ' yuh wanta half sole it , or yuh 
wanta put a whole sole on it , well she git  de whole part of it , but she git  it  

NAME 9 TIMES - ON PASTEBOARD INSOLE - UNDER DOORSTEP 
from de inside , not out
side . She git it from de 
inside , an ' wit a piece of 

pas tebo ' d ,  an ' den she cuts 
(On this pasteboard? )  

it . An ' den she writes ' is name on it . 

Yes , sir . She writes it on dere an ' she bury it undah de steps , an ' dat man ' s 
got ' a  come back . He cain ' t stay away . 

(How many times does she write the name on there , j ust once? ) 
Wrote it nine times on dere . 
(I see . ) 
Nine diff ' ren ' ways she write it on dat sole an ' he got ' a  come back . [New 

Orleans , La . , (837) , 12 60 : 1 . ] 
5176 . Dat ' s  not handy fo ' yo ' tuh do . Yo ' git de inside piece of ' is shoe , 

yo ' undahstan ' ,  yo ' kin git dat inside piece of ' is shoes an ' yo ' ll take dat 
inside piece of ' is shoe wit ' is name an ' yo ' ll write his name in dere on a p iece 

NAME 9 TIMES OF MAN ON PAPER 
NAME 9 TIMES OF WOMAN ACROSS  
PAPER AND INSOLE ROLLED TO  YOU 
WHITE ROSE PERFUME - CINNAMON 
STUCK TOGETHER WITH NEW NEEDLE 
KEEP IN BAG - PILLOW - MATTRESS 

o f  paper . But yo ' got de measure of dat whole 
feet , yo ' got de whole measure [when you have 
the insole ] . Now, yo ' ll git chew a piece of 
papah an ' yo ' ll put ' is name nine t imes . Yo. ' ll 
put - lak if  it  wuz me - my name at de top , an ' 
den yo ' ll write it crossways heah ag ' in ,  nine 
t imes . Den yo ' ll take dat measure an ' yo ' ll 
put c innamon in it an ' yo ' ll put White Rose 

Pe�fume , an ' yo ' ll dampen it  good , an ' yo ' ll put dat an ' yo ' ll roll it  towards 
yo ' .  See , yo ' fold it towards yo ' j is '  as many times as yo ' kin . See . Den 
yo ' ll go tuh work an ' yo ' ll put a bran ' -new needle . Yo ' ll p in a bran ' -new needle 
in dat yo ' see , an ' yo ' kin eithah put it in a bag or eithah put it in yore pil
lah or yore mattress . Dat ' ll keep ' im home . 

(You take the inner sole and you write hi s name nine times and yours across 
it . You put that paper and the sole together , and put those ingredients in , and 
then you roll i t  to you . And you can put it anywhere around you or put it in 
the mattress . )  

Anywheres . [Algiers , La . , (1602) , 3023 : 7 . ] 
517 7 .  Den yo ' git  de shoes , yo ' take - cut a li ' le p iece outa de bottom of 

dat shoe . When yo ' cut a li ' le p iece outa de bottom of dat shoe , yo ' ll fix dat 

�: WRAP AND T IE TOGETHER IN YELLOW HOMESPUN 
PIECE OF INSOLE ABOUT SALT - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 

BURY BACK OF HOUSE - CALLING PERSON' S NAME 3 TIMES 

up in a li 1 le piece of cloth , 
a yellah homespun cloth . 
An ' yo ' ll wind dat , yo ' know, 
wit a string . An ' yo ' 11 have 
in dat nuthin but sulphuh an ' 

eatin ' -sal t . An ' yo ' ll put dat in dere , an ' yo ' ll t ie hit tuhgethah intuh dat 
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li ' le piece whut yo ' cut out dat shoe . 
Well , now, if yo ' hit [ aim] tuh bring ' im back , well yo ' ll take a li ' le piece 

of saltpetah an ' yo ' ll put [make] dat in a powdahs - all dem into a powdahs , an ' 
yo ' ll fix dat into dat li ' le package . An ' aftah , yo ' wind dat li ' le package up 
an ' yo ' bury dat at de back of yore house .  An ' when yo ' put all dat in de back 
of de house , den yo ' call ' im  three times - woman or man - an ' dey cain ' t he ' p  
but fellahin ' back . Now, dat ' s  fer a s  ah know ' bout dat . 

(Do you wind it in any special way? ) 
No pahtic ' lah way but j is '  long as  yo ' know it tied . 
(And can you send them away with the same thing? )  
No suh , ah don ' know if yo ' send ' em away wit dat . 
(You mean that piece in the shoe , that piece inside [ insole] that you pull 

up ? )  
Dat ' s  right . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1382) , 2455 : 1 . ] 
5 17 8 . Dey take de ' lef ' - foot shoe an ' bury it  undah de steps an ' go out ev ' y  

mawnin ' fer nine mawnin ' s  an ' call ' im an ' turn yore back . Call ' is name an ' de 

NAME CALLED 9 MORNINGS 
FACING DIRECTION HE LEFT 

BACK TO HIS LEFT SHOE UNDER STEPS 

ninth mawnin ' he ' ll be back . 
(How do you turn your back? How do you 
mean? ) 
Turn yore back - j es '  like ah git up an ' 
turn mah back tuh yo ' .  

(Do you turn your back to the house or do you turn your back some other way? ) 
Turn yore back towards de house [ and face]  in de way he ' s  gone , de way he 

went . Yo ' turn yore back dere an ' yo ' call ' im .  Yo ' call ' im  nine mawnin ' s .  
(You turn your back . You then face the way he ' s  gone? )  
Face de way he' s gone an ' call ' is name fer nine mawnin ' s .  [Jacksonville , 

Fla . , ( 612 ) , 789 : 5 . ] 
5179 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s  

inside out an ' wear it in yore 
shoe an ' take de inside of ' is shoe , take dat 
nation saak , an ' he cain ' t  leave yo ' . 

(Either shoe? )  NATION SACK - MAN ' S  INSOLE IN HER Eithah shoe . 
[ For nation saak , see excellent account on 

p . l458 , lines 7-44 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 22 ) , 2714 : 13 . ] 
5180 . Yo ' take de near so le [ insole]  outa anybody ' s  shoes , j es '  lak if yo ' 

want ' em tuh stay home or  sompin all de time . Yo ' take de left sole . Yo ' know 

NEAR SOLE LEFT - FOLD TO YOU - WEAR IN SACK 
dat dere little piece b e  inside 
dere shoes , yo ' take dat out an ' 
fold it tuh yo ' .  Put it  in a li ' le 

sack . Sew it up an ' wear it roun ' yore waist . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1211 ) , 2048 : 2 . ] 
518 1 .  An ' yo ' kin take a new [ right]  shoe sole [ inner sole ] . Buy a new pair 

an ' cut it half in two [ see later ] , an ' take a indelible pencil an ' write chore 

NEW SHOES - HIS AND HER NAMES ON RIGHT INSOLE 
SPLIT LENGTHWISE TO WEAR IN EACH SIDE 

name from lef ' tuh right . Turn 
it [ inner sole ] around , write his 
name from right tuh lef t ,  [ or 
backwards ,  his family name first  

and his given name in front of that ] coming tuh yo ' . The [ inner ] sole is split 
[ lengthwise]  so one half can b e  worn in each o f  the new shoes . Make wishes [ for 
him to return] . They say that ' ll bring a person tuh yo , bring ' em undah yore 
control .  [ Elizabeth C i ty ,  N .  Car . , (438) , 406 : 8 . ] 

5182 . Dey taken dis heah thin sole [ insole]  outen de inside o f  a shoe . Yo ' 
know, dere ' s  a little cloth sole in dere when yo ' first buy it , eithah shoe . An ' 
git d em nine fat [ lighter pine] splinters an ' wrap ' em up in dat sole , an ' den 
crawl undah de house an ' bury ' em  undah de middle of  de house , an ' dat woman 
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cain ' t rest fo ' yo ' .  She will 
fellah yo ' .  

9 FAT-LIGHTER PINE SPLINTERS - WRAPPED IN INSOLE 
BURIED UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - QUINCUNX 

(You put that under her house 
or under yours? ) 
Take it from ' er house an ' put 
it undah mine . 

(You get the inside of  her shoe and put it under 
Car • •  (1440) 1 2 6 09 : 7 . ] 

your house . )  [ Fayetteville . N .  

5183 . Ah know dat dey say dat chew take yore shoe . yo ' take yore right shoe . 
ah - no 1 yo ' take yore lef ' shoe . YO ' CAIN' T JES ' BE POSITIVE IN EVAHTHIN ' YO ' 

9 NEEDLES - LEFT INSOLE 
LEFT CORNER OF HOUSE - BURY 

D O .  An ' yo ' take dat right shoe yo ' know. an ' yo ' 
take de inside of  dat little linin ' [ insole ] down 
in de bottom . Dey take dat chew know an ' dey put 
dat wit nine needles an ' whut else ah do not know ; 

but dey put dose nine needles in dere an ' dey take dat an ' dey bury it on de lef ' 
cornah of de house . An ' dey said . when dey do dat 1 dey got chew all fixed where 
dat chew cain ' t go nowhere . Yo ' ll j es '  git to de place where yo ' ll be all worn 
out . Chew don ' t wanta do nuthin yo ' j es '  wanta s tay at home an ' lay in de baid . 
[ St .  Petersburg . Fla • •  (1016 ) 1 1 6 44 : 1 . ] 

5184 . If she ' s  away from me and I want to bring her back . I ' ll get nine old 
shoes . burn one each night at midnight with [nine ] ingredients :  egg shell . sul

9 SHOES BURNED - 9 MIDNIGHTS - 9 INGREDIENTS 
CIRCUMAMBULATE FIRE - INCANTATION 

9TH MORNING THROW ASHES WAY SHE WENT 
IF WIND BLOWING IN THAT DIRECTION 

phur . ashes . salt . pepper . alum .  
saltpeter . cloves . ginger . and 
walk around this fire and say . 
Send me rrry wife, sister or friend 
or whatever i t  is, baak. And the 
ninth morning take this ashes . 

all from the whole nine mornings . and throw the ashes toward the direction the 
person is . You mus t have the wind blowing that direction . [ The wind blowing 
the right direction on the 9th morning could make this a difficult rite . ] [ Mt .  
Vernon . Md • •  (134) 1 by hand . ] 

5185 . Dat ' s  anothah way dat dey are supposed tuh bring a person back . Yo ' 
supposed tuh have nine ole shoes an ' yo ' supposed tuh put sugah an' bluestone an ' 

9 OLD SHOES - BURN 1 EACH MORNING 
WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 

BLUESTONE - LOVE POWDER - SUGAR 

dis very brown powdah dat looks lak - ah 
don ' t know now whethah it ' s  - it ' s  not de 
same . I t  has de same smell but it ' s  not de 
same kinda powdah . but it  supposed tuh be  de 
same kinda powdah dat chew put on yo ' - dat 

de women use on dey face . But howevah . dey call it  love powdah. An ' yo ' sup
posed tuh put dose three things intuh dis heah [ shoe ] an ' yo ' supposed tuh burn 
one of dose shoes evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  till yo ' burn all de shoes up . 
An ' dat ' s  tuh show yo ' special favors an ' control . Supposed tuh be aontroZ Zin ' 
powah ovah some ind ividual dat chew interested in . [New Memphis . Tenn • •  (915) 1 

OAK TREE - LEFT SHOE ASHES - STOPPED UP IN 
1483 : 16 . ] 
5186 . Take his shoe an ' burn it . 
Burn ' is shoe tuh ashes an ' take 

de ashes an ' bo ' a hole in a oak tree an ' stop it back up . Dat will kill ' im .  
(What do you do burn up 1 both h i s  shoes? ) 
No 1 one - de left shoe . [ St .  Petersburg . Fla • •  (1043) 1 1 6 92 : 5 . ] 
5187 . If yuh wan ' ' im tuh come back home 1 if he yore husban 1 1 yuh could take 

a couple of ole shoes . [ If you] know he ' s  done lef ' some anywheres roun 1 1 yuh ' ll 
fin '  ' em.  Gi t two pair of  ole shoes [ one pair only . see Zater] an ' yuh take one 
foot an ' yuh turn it - de toe of it dis way . de way dey went yuh know . An ' one 
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[ same shoe ] dataway . An '  de nex ' one [ second shoe ] , turn it back dis way [ to the 
house ]  • Well , yuh bring in ' ' im back home den , see . An ' yuh say , "By de he ' p of 
God yuh went away from home , but by de he ' p  of God , ah wan ' chew tuh come back . " 

OPPOSITES FOR BALANCE AND POWER 
ONE SHOE POINTED AWAY FROM HOUSE 
OTHER SHOE POINTED BACK TO HOUSE BY DE HE ' P OF GOD YUH WENT • • •  BY DE HE 'P OF GOD • • •  COM.E BACK 

(Where do you put those shoes? ) 
Put ' em [ r ight shoe ] in front of  yore house -
take one [ left shoe ] tuh de back an ' one 
[ r ight ] tuh de front . 
(What do you mean , to the front or to the back 
of the house? ) 
Jes ' have tuh take dis foot chere - left foot , 

put it tuh de back . Turn de toe goin ' ' way from de house like he goin ' 1 way . 
Take de right one an ' take hit an ' turn hit tuh de front - let de toe out tuh de 
front . Dat ' s  bringin ' ' im back . Yuh say , "By de he ' p  of God yuh went away , by 
de he ' p  of  God this is tuh bring yuh back . " 

(Do you put those shoes under the ground or j ust  put them on top of  the 
ground? ) 

Put ' em on top of  de groun ' , right lak dat . Needn ' t covah dem up atall , j es '  
put ' em right on de groun ' . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2 289 : 2 .  This man was 
from Beaufort , S .  Car . , see 3078 , p . 897 . ]  

5188 . Take dem an ' burn ' em,  dese ole shoes . Dey have tuh be a pair yo ' 
know, j es '  one of  each pusson , if  yuh kin git de ole ones . An ' take de sole 
outa dem,  an ' yuh burn ' em an ' git de ashes , an ' dey cain ' t go any p lace wit ' out 

PAIR OF OLD SHOE SOLES - HIS LEFT 
HER RIGHT - BURN AND KEEP ASHES 

chew sayes fo ' dem tuh . 
(What do they do with those ashes? ) 
Well , yuh keep ' em - yuh bury dem yuhself . 
Yuh keep ' em.  Lak if  dere ' s  somebody heah 

an ' yuh don ' wan ' ' em  tuh go , yuh git one of yore shoes an ' one of deres - de 
lef ' of deres - an ' yuh burn ' em down tuh a ashes an ' yuh keep dem ashes yuh
self or bury ' em .  

(You get the left shoe ? )  
Yeah , de lef ' o f  evahthin ' .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1417 ) , 2551 : 5 . ]  
5189 . Yo ' kin git a person ' s shoe heel an ' yo ' kin put it , yo ' know , in a 

stove or somewhere yo ' know. An ' bake it  where it ' ll be , yo ' know , right crunchy 
lak p ie or somep in othah lak dat . An ' put it in , yo ' know , where de sun kin hit 

PARCH SHOE HEEL - KEEP IN SUN 
it , an ' run ' em crazy - run ' em s lap outa town . 
(That all you have to do ? )  
Dat ' s  all yo ' have tuh do . Put it yo ' know in 

bothah it . Run ' em s lap outa town . some p lace where nobody cain ' t 
(Use both heels , you say? ) 
Eithah one . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
5190 . Dey say dat chew could 

scrape it aftah yo ' burn it , an ' 

(117 7 ) , 1990 : 5 . ] 
take a li ' le shoe sole an ' burn it , an ' den 
it wus good fo ' good luck.  

PARCH SHOE SOLE - SCRAPE - WEAR SCRAPINGS IN BAG 
(Just how would they prepare 
that? Then , after they have 
got it scraped? ) 

Well , ah don ' t  know s ir ,  only j es '  know dey put it in a little bag an ' wear i t .  
(You mean the shoe sole , that thick sole a t  the bottom? ) 

Yessuh , yo ' parch it lak yo ' would peanuts or anythin ' lak dat . Well , yo ' kin 
scrape it tull [ till ] yo ' scrape a dust off it . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 2 ) , 

PARCH SHOES - THROW OVERBOARD 
199 2 : 11 . ] 
5191 . De only thin ' dat ah knows of dey shoes , 
dey take an ' j es '  kinda burn or scorch it a 

little b it an ' throw i t  ovahbo ' d . 
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(What will that do ? )  
Dat will run ' em j es '  about mindless . Dey ' ll have spells . Dey mind is gain ' 

an ' dey j es '  cain ' t stay one place .  Evah time dat shoe would be gain ' , flippin' 
back an ' fo ' th , dey mind will j es '  be gain ' lak dat , until dey j es '  go crazy an '  
run away from yo ' or somep in lak dat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1226) , 2084 : 3 . ] 

5192 .  Take a person ' s shoe an ' take an ' burn it , an ' yo ' crimp i t  j is '  lak 
yo ' would when yo ' take livah some time . Ah mean yo ' may no t have nevah did i t  

PARCH LEFT SHOE I N  OVEN - QUICKSILVER - EGG 
SILK-CLOTH BAG - RED RIBBON ON - WEAR 

but Jews does it . Yo ' put livah 
intuh - j is '  lak yo ' take a shoe -
yo ' put it inside de stove . Now, 
yo ' don ' t burn it . Yo ' put it  in

side de stove an ' let it burn from de inside of de stove . See , yo ' take an ' let 
it  burn from de inside o f  de stove an ' , den yo ' take dis shoes leathah an ' yo ' 
git chew some of d is quicksilvah an ' drop it all roun ' in dat thing . An ' den yo ' 
git  chew a white of  aig wit dis quicksilvah , an ' den yo ' take dis  an ' whip it  
right good an ' put  dis  quicksilvah in dere . See . An ' den yo ' j is '  put i t  all 
in dat shoe an ' powdah dat shoe all up wit - j is '  let it go all up , yo ' know. 
An ' den yo ' j is '  take an ' sew hit up , but chao sew it up in a silk clo th .  An ' 
den yo ' puts a red piece of  ribbon aroun ' it . See . An ' whatevah yo ' wanta do 
wit dat - if yo ' fixin ' fo ' tuh do anybody harm or do anybody good . [ If harm ] , 
dey ' ll git tuh wa Zkin ' .  

(What do you do with it  after you put it in the bag ? What happens then? ) 
Tote it in yore pocketbook or tote it • • •  
(You take either shoe ? Take one o f  your own? ) 
Take de lef ' sho e .  Always take a le f ' shoe . 
(Take your own? ) 
No , don ' t none of yore own . Yo ' got tuh take one of his ' n . 
(What are you going to do this stuf f .  What are you making this preparation 

for , now? ) 
Why do you do it?  Well now , dat sta�ts ' im wa Zkin ' .  When yo ' fool wit a 

person ' s shoe , yo ' know, dat ' s  d e  scent from ' is feet  zhao know. Dat ' s  de 
natu�e of ' im ,  yo ' see . 

(This starts him walking . 
stuff in i t ? ) 

Well , what do you do with that bag that has this 

J is '  take an ' tote it , make ' im  s ta�t wa Zkin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn. , (936 ) , 
1514 : 17 . ] 

5193 . Ah started tuh make 
tole me . He tole me tuh take 
per ] an ' take an ' weah in mah 

uh gurl love me an ' ah did j is '  lak de root doctah 
tuh grain of black peppah [ 2  p inches of  black pep
shoe . Yo ' has it [pepper ] on a p iece of papah. 

PEPPER : BLACK - 2 PINCHES DAILY - 9 DAYS - IN HIS RIGHT SHOE 
EACH NIGHT SET SHOE UNDER HER CORNER OF BED - EACH MORNING 
WHILE HUGGING HER - SPRINKLE ON HER DUST FROM ROOT DOCTOR 

THEN BURY SHOE UNDER FRONT STEP 

Take a piece of 
brown papah an ' 
yuh put it  ovah 
dere . Keep it  
right down by  yuh 
baid unbeknowin ' 

tuh ' er .  Yuh take tuh [ fresh grains ] evah mawnin ' an ' put in yuh right shoe fo ' 
nine mawnin ' . Leave it  dere . An ' sho [ sure ] in de nex ' mawnin ' tuh put tuh mo ' 
in dere . Do dat fer nine mawnin ' . [ THIS I S  AN INCREASING AMOUNT RITE . ]  Yuh put 
on yuh shoe an ' weah yuh shoe . Weah ' at [ that pepper ] in yuh shoe . An ' den 
aftah ah weah dat in mah shoe , be sho ven [when] ah pull mah shoe off  [ each night ] 
tuh take an ' put mah shoe unduh [ under ] de cornah o f  de baid j is '  whure she sleep 
at . Evah mawnin ' [ during these nine days when] yuh gi t up , yuh hug ' er .  An '  den 
he g ive some kin ' a  dus ' . He said evah mawnin ' sprinkle dat dus ' on ' er while yuh 
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huggin ' ' er .  Den aftah dat [ a t  the end of nine days ] go outdo ' an ' take dis shoe 
an ' dig yuh a hole right undah de front step s , right whure she got ' a  walk out . 
Bury de [ eighte en grains of ] p eppah . An ' aftah yuh [ do ]  dat , she ' ll fall in love 
wit chuh an ' yuh cain ' t git  away from ' er ,  an ' she ca in ' t git away from yuh . 

[Here i s  my comment on my original p encil transcript ion : Voiae aZear but very 
diffiauZt to transaribe - a primitive mind [ [not in a technical sense ] ]  - reaheak 
[ [ original ] ]  before fina l using - No . Jl l  is a Negro from the Sound [ [Wrightville 
Sound ] ] .  After informant had left room,  my contact man Mr . Gavin came in to ex
press hi s sorrow for him. He had never seen anyone quite so inexperienced and 
isolated from simple f orms of normal life . ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 311) , 2 38 : 3+ 
8 6 . ] 

5194 . Git holt of yore shoes , shoes or yore socks yo ' know , an ' j i s '  • • •  
(What are they supposed to do with those? )  
Supposed tuh git yore shoes an ' yore socks , eithah one , an ' mixes some of yore 

undahclothes wit ' em,  an ' dese p ins an ' needles ,  an ' buries ' em.  Dat ' ll cuz yore 

PINS AND NEEDLES - BURY WITH SHOES OR SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR 

feet tuh swell . 
[Norfolk , Va . ,  (45 3 )  
427 : 5 . ] 
5195 . [ Red Pepper 
itself , or in combi

nation wi th other ingredients , is a common practice in hoodoo . Many examples 

RED PEPPER IN SHOES 

appear elsewhere in the text of HOODOO . ] They can sprinkle 
something in your shoes , red p epper I think , and it will 
make them all crippled and lame . [ Fredricksburg , Va . ,  
( 67 ) , by Ediphone . ]  
519 6 .  Take his shoes an ' dPess ' em . Dey put some sulphur , 

cayenne peppah an ' all lak dat in it  tuh keep him home an ' right sweet . Keep ' im 

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR IN SHOES 
home wi t dat , keep him from runnin ' roun ' . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1378) , 244 7 : 16 . ] 
519 7 .  Yo ' wear sulphur in yore shoes , if some

body put somep in down tuh harm yo ' .  Yo ' git  chew some sulphur an ' red p eppah an ' 
put it  in each shoe an ' wear it , an ' whatevah p eople put down fo ' yo ' ,  it  can ' t 
harm yo ' .  Red p eppah an ' sulphur . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 249 2 : 1 . ] 

5198 . Yo ' kin p ertec ' [protec t ]  yo ' self - yo ' kin go ahead an ' git  chew a 
pod of  red p eppah an ' sulphur an ' put in de bottom of yore sho e ,  each foot , an ' 
wear dat . Dey cain ' t harm yo ' ,  dey cain ' t harm yo ' .  [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , (1348 ) , 
2330 : 11 . ] 

519 9 . Ah ' ve heard da t chew take shoes whenevah - if yo ' wanta do anythin ' tuh 
a p erson .  Lak yo ' wanta prob ' ly git ' em out chure way - j es '  lak i f  a h  wuz a 

RED PEPPER - SNUFF - IN SHOES 
woman an ' had a husban ' an ' prob ' ly ah thought 
some othah woman wuz givin ' me trouble wit ' im. 
If ah could git hold of  ' er shoe , ah would take 

her shoe an ' den ah would put snuff an ' red p eppah - ah take an ' burn red peppah , 
an ' take dis heah snuff an ' red p eppah an ' put it in ' er shoe , an ' dat would drive 
' er away from ' im . AH SEE DAT PURTTY NEARLY EVAH DAY . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1391) , 2495 : 4 . ] 

5200 . Women take de shoes - why den dey a - i f  dey wanta keep a man home . 
Women mostly do dat . A man don ' t hardly do dat . Wanta keep ' im  home , he always 

SALT AND SHOES 
gone off  some place . She goes tuh work an ' put salt on ' er 
shoes an ' - both feet , an' she buries dat shoes . Dat keeps 
' im home - anywhere in de yard . Dat ' s  fur as ' h  [ a s  I ]  heard 

about dat . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (118 3 ) , 1996 : 3 . ] 
5 201 . Well , yo ' kin take de shoes an ' burn ' em  an ' dey ' ll come back . 
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(Both the shoes? )  
Yes , burn shoes . 
(After you burn them what do you do? ) 

2781 

Yo ' j es '  burn ' em wit salt . If yo ' j es '  take salt an ' spr inkle it  behin ' a 
person dey will leave . Den yo ' kin take de shoes an ' burn ' em wit salt an ' 
dey ' ll come back . [ Burning the shoes with salt - both burning and salt - breaks 
the spell cast that send the person away . ]  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1448 ) ,  

SALT - BLUESTONE - SHOES 
2630 : 1 . ] 
5202 . Well , dey take yo ' shoes if dey wan ' a do any
thin ' tuh yo ' - anythin ' lak dat . Dey take - if dey 

don ' wan ' a  bury de shoes dey ' ll burn dem.  But dey g it somepin tuh put in dere 
tuh burn ' em wit . Dey git some of  dis here b luestone an ' put in dere an ' table 
salt . An ' dat tear yuh all tuh p ieces . Dat ' ll run yuh ragged . 

(You put this b luestone and the salt in the shoe and then burn the shoe . )  
Yes sir , burn de whole thin ' . An ' den when it burn, he j es '  as foolish as he 

kin be . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 603) , 7 8 2 : 2 . ] 
5203 . Hit ' s  a whole h eap a ways tuh nuse [ use ] de 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SHOES shoes . 
(Just one way now? ) 

Yo ' take mah shoe - yo ' kin take salt an ' [red ]  peppah an ' put in dere an ' dat 
keep yo ' from put t in '  anythin ' in dere tuh hurt me . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1194 ) , 
2013 : 5 . ] 

5 204 . Take red peppah an ' salt an ' put it in yore shoes tuhgethah . An ' mix 
it in a li ' le bag or papah an ' put it in yore shoe an ' weah it . Dat ' ll keep any
one from hurtin ' yo ' .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (11 7 2 ) , 1 9 78 : 4 . ] 

5 205 . Dey say yo ' kin take a man ' s shoe an ' g it chew some peppah an ' salt , 
an ' mix it up on a p iece of  papah - j is '  mix it up . Jis ' lak yo ' be ' s  roomin ' 
[ with me ] an ' ah ' d  git hold of  a pair of shoes yo ' weah . An ' maybe ah won ' t  stay 
dere [ you are not rooming with me] , but ah ' d  go in dere an ' j is '  sprinkle de stuff 
r ight in dat shoe . Dey says when ah sprinkle dat in dat shoe , dat peppah stuff , 
yo ' ll git outa mah s ight . If  yo ' do dat , if it ' s  a man a enemy ' g ' inst yo ' ,  yo ' 
kin run ' im away by put t in '  dat in ' is shoe , sprinklin '  in it . He ' ll move . 

(You do that with both shoes? )  
Both of  ' is shoes . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 1630 : 2 . ] 

(subsection SHOES continues in vo lume four) 
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1 .  THE HERALD-WHIG ,  QUINCY , ILL . , JULY 19 , 1972 

SPEAKS AT CONFERENCE - Dr .  Harry M .  Hyatt of Quincy, left, retired E� 
copal priest and author of several books on American folklore, was one of the speak· 
ers at the fifth annual conference on Indiana Place Names and the Hoosier Folklore 
Society, held in late June on the campus of Indiana State University in Terre Haute, Dr. Hyatt, uncle Qf Mrs. John Leventis of 910 S. 19th, was honored last fall by the 
American Eolklore Society in Austin, Texas. Others on the program with him were, 
from the left, Dr. Ronald L. Baker of the university and president or Hoosier Folk· 
lore Society: Howard Wight Marshall of University of Indiana: Dr. Allen Walker 
Read of Columbia University, and Dr. Wayland D. Hand of the University of California, 

2 .  THE HERALD-WHIG , QU INCY , ILL . , JULY 21 , 197 3 
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8 .  CLARK HOTEL , ST . PETERS BURG , FLA . 
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5 .  MENDHAM ROAD - ENTRAN C E  - GARAGE 1 6 . ENTRANCE FROM DRIVE TO HOU SE 

1 7 . "THE GLAD S TONE ROAD " 

Thi s  S now Sc ene I s  the O nl y  P i c tur e from New J e r s ey i n  
" F a ir I s  Our Land : The P o rtrait o f  Amer i c a "  

Samu el C hamb erla i n ,  Ed i t o r ; Dona l d  Mo f fa t , Intr o d uc t ion 
Ha s t i ng s  Hous e ,  Pub l i sher s , New York , 1 9 4 2 ,  p . 8 7 
Tho s e  Three Sma l l  Trees in F enc e Wer e Large Trees 

When We Bo ugh t  Pro p er t y  i n  19 4 8  



FAITH IS TH E F I R M  ROC K U PO N  WH ICH All REV E LATIO N M U ST R EST. 

N ote: 
T h e  Pos it i ve Seer st u d ies  ea rnest ly  and works w i t h  effort . 

Th row i n g  out t h e  SOU L - I MAGES by t h e  Power o f  t h e  W i l l ,  pe rce i v i n g  
t h e m  w i t h  m o r e  o r  l e s s  accu racy, a n d  t h e reafte r t u rn i n g  t h e m  ove r 
i n  t h e  m i n d .  rea s o n i n g  a n d  q u est i on i n g  co ncern i n g  t h e i r i m port a n d  
m ea n i n g. RT. REV. ROBI N SON, L .L . , D . D .  I 
W1sdom Divine U n derst a n d ing 

U pset? Distu rbed? Troubl ed? N eed M oney? 

Work Done Almost Instantly - N ot 1 Yea r  - N ot 2 Yea rs - N ot 5 Yea rs 
God Is R ight N ow God.  

Th is Man Is  Rea l !  
N o  Root s Is  U sed N o  W itchcraft U s�:! 

COM E  DRIVE CA LL NOW 867-7079 
18 . S EE P . XVII 

3800 Queensboro Avenue South 
St . Petersbu rg, Florida 

---- -�-------

John  14 : 1 4 - I f  you s h a l l  a s k  a nyth i n g  i n  my n a me ,  

I w i l l  d o  i t .  

From Ghana, Africa 

TH E VOICE OF TRUTH 

PRO PH ET WA R K I E E  SA RH E E D  

Hea l i n g  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  S i ck n e s s  w i t h  t h e  power 

of God.  I f  you h ave a ny of the fo l l ow i n g  p rob l e m s :  

S i ck a n d  ca n 't get wel l ,  Trou b l e  o n  you r job,  ca n ' t 

h o l d  money ,  Never w i n  at ga mes of ch a n ce.  Loved 

ones o r  f r i e n d s  in trou b l e ,  enem i e s  t h at keep you 

d own , or any u n - n at u ra l  con d it i on - See me, 1 w i l l  

tel ! you t h e  ca u se o f  you r t rou b l es a n d  h ow t o  over

come them. I do w h at oth e rs c l a i m  t o  do.  M a n y  ta l k  

a bout t h e  M it M a n  o r  Root M a n  - don 't  b e  foo l ed .  

I produce resu lts o r  ref u n d  you r money .  

For  Appoi ntment Ca l l  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 
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P h o n e  525-726 1 

Closed Wednesdaya 

5208 Hai nes Road 
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2 2 .  LETTER FROM CLIENT TO PROPHET W. SARHEED 
(SEE INTRODUCTION P . II)  
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I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y Folklore Institute 
5 0 4  NORTH FE S S  

B L O O M I N G T O N ,  I N D I A N A  4 7 4 0 1 
Journa l  of the Folklon: Institute 
Folklore Monograph Serie s 
Fol klore Archives 
Hoosier Folklore Society 

Dr .  Harry Mi ddle t on Hya t t  
919 S outh 19 th Stre e t  
�ui ncy , Ill i n o i s 62301 
Dear Dr .  Hya t t :  

November l ,  1972 
TEL. NO.  B I 2 - 3 3 7 · 5 B 6 t  

A s  pr e s i d ent of the Fell ow s  oi' the L1i e r i ca n  Folkl or e  S o c i e ty I w oul d l ik e  t o  i nv i t e  y ou u s  our d i st ingui sh e d  gu e s t t c, a t tend 
our a nnual l unch e on to be held in fu s ti n ,  Texa s on Er iday ,  
N ov e r:.be r  1 7  i n  th e Zr.:pre s s  iio 0r:1 o f  th e V i 1l a  Capri lio tel . The 
Ameri can Folkl ore 5 o c i e ty will pay all y our exp e n s e s .  We w i l l  be 
del igh t e d  t o  :r.ee t  and ta lk wi th you and h onor :loU f or y ou:
extra ord ina ry and out s tanding c ontribut i on s  t o  A::-.er i ca n  i<' olkl or e .  

:;: encl o s e  a r e turn envel ope a n d  woul d appr e c ia te :1earin€; 
fr om you c. :o  s oon a s  p o s s i b l e  s o  tha t we can r:.ake the re s e rva t i on .  

I hav e p e r s m�a lly wa nted t o  me e t  y ou f o r  runny y e a r s  a n d  v e ry 
muc;1 h ope tha t y ou will be a bl e  t o  a ccept our inv i ta t i on .  Th e 
r:;e e t i ng s  will ta k e  pl a c e  a t  t h e  V i l l a  Capri H ot e l ,  2400 Interr eg i ona l ,  
Au s t i n ,  :iexa s ,  fr om !� ov ember 16 -19 , 1')72 , and w e  w ou l d  b e  pl ea s e d  
� o  h a v e  you s tay f or a l l  the s e s s i on s .  

'iii t h  ev ery t; o o d  wi sh ,  

.. .. , ,,..,/ k •U·w g 
c c :  ai chard Ba.u:-r.an 

Kenne th G cl d s t e in 

C or d i ally y our s ,  

ii.i char a H .  Dcr s en 
Dir e ct or 
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HARRY M .  HYATT 
FOUR COURT S , APT . 1 04D 

2900 S TATE STREET 
QUINCY , ILL INOI S 6 2 301 

Novemb er 6 ,  1 9 7 2 

Pro f e s s o r  Rich ard M .  Dor so n , D ir e c tor 
Folklo r e  Ins t i t u t e  
I ndiana Univer s i ty 
504 N� r th F e s s  S t r e e t  
B looming to n , I nd iana 4 7 4 01 

Dear Dr . Dor son : 

Your l e t t e r  Fr iday af t e r noon wa s a tr emendous surpr is e ! To b e  

invi t ed by you , the p r e s ident o f  t h e  Fel lows of the Amer ican Folklo r e  
Soc iety , as ouP distingui shed gue s t  to attend the annua l luncheon over
whelmed me . Bu t even mo r e  than this came the p l easure o f  hear ing f rom 

you p e r s o nally . Surely my j o y and thanks for the se two event s  - events 
they a r e  in my sec luded l i f e  - mus t  have b e en evident in our t e l ephone 
conver s a t ion tha t  s ame night . 

I f  I r ememb e r  our talk , you a r e  to conf irm whe ther I l eave the 15 o r  
16 - surely the later da t e , the d a y  b e f ore t h e  lunc heon on Fr iday 1 7 . 

Dr . Wayland D .  Hand in h i s  Oc tober 15 let ter to you say s I enj oyed 
my v i s i t  wi th him .  That is true . I am c er tain my j ourney to Aus t in wi ll 
be equally enj oyab l e .  

Wi th b e s t  wishe s , 

Your s s inc erely , 

Harr y  M .  Hya t t  

HMH : ap 

xc : Wayland D .  Hand 
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Pro f e s s o r  R ichard M .  Dor s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  
F o l kl o r e  In s t i t u t e  
I�d iana Unive r s i t y 5 04 Nor t h  F e s s  S t r e e t  
B l ooming ton , Ind iana 4 7 4 0 1  

Dear Dr . Dor son : 

November 9 ,  1972  

I have wo r k ed very clo s e l y  w i t h  D r . Hya t t  in typ ing t h e  manus c r i p t  and 
f ina l c op y  of Hoodoo - Volume s 1 ,  2 and now 3 .  I know h im per sonally a s  a dedica ted a u t hor . My family is also pr ivileged to have him as a p e rsonal friend . 

T h i s  honor t ha t  you a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F ellows o f  the Am e r ican Folklo r e  
So c i e t y , have g iven h im i s  one t ha t  ha s overj o y ed me p e r s o nal l y , b ecause I am 
avm r e  of how muc h t h i s  ha s p l ea s e d  D r , Hya t t , To honor h im for " th e  ext ra
o r d i nary and o u t s tand ing contr ibut ions to Amer ican Folklo r e "  i s  a t i t le he 
r ichly d e s erve s .  I am no t sp eaking a s  a scholar in the f i e ld o f  Fo lklo r e , but 
as a "lay p e r son" who know s t ha t  he has devo t ed his l i f e , s inc e his wi f e ' s  
d ea t h , t o  the c omp l e t ion o f  Hoodoo . 

I have taken i t  upon mys e l f , w i t hout Dr . Hya t t ' s  knowl edg e , to no t if y  a 
f e�ol " lay" p e o p l e  who would l i k e  t o  s end congra tul a t o r y  me s sages to D r . Hya t t  
f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  event . I am enclo s ing a copy o f  a Xero xed sheet t ha t  I have 
c ompo s ed . I hope t hi s  mee t s  w i t h  your approva l . 

Enc . 

Respec t ful l y  your s ,  
/] 

,.,...,/1 ,-o  - -y r. ;./ 1.· I tt t L "  -<_ ,  -1 /.• ' �  . -. .--' c -· · - / /  
Mr s .  Al f r ed F .  Pogg e , sec . 
# 2  Pay son Heig h t s  
Quinc y ,  I l l ino i s  62301 
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I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y  Folklore Inst itute 
5 0 .  NORTH F E 8 8  STR E ET 

B L O O M I N G T O N ,  I N D I A N A  4 7 4 0 1  
Journal or the Folklore lnatitute 

Folklore Monosraph Seriea 
Folklore Archivea 

Mrs .  Alfred F .  Pogge #2 Pay � on Height s 
Quincy, Illin oi s 62301 
Dear Nrs . P ogge : 

AREA CODE 1 1 2  
TEL. NO. 3 3  7 • 5 1 1 f  

Nov ember 13 , 19?2 

Y our g o od letter ha s arrived,  and I greatly 
l ook f orward to seeing the c ongratulat ory me s sages 
be ina sent t o  Dr. Hyatt . I will a sk him if I may 
read them t o  the Soci ety of Fell ows of the Ameri can 
Folkl ore S oci ety at our lunch e on .  Thi s is indeed a 
gener ous th ought on your part . 

Since y ou hav e be en a s s ociated with Dr .  Hyatt, 
you are to be c ongratulated on hi s great w ork in 
f olkl ore .  

With every g o od wi sh, 

RMD/gk 

Sincerely your s ,  

Ri chard H. Dor s on 
Di stingui shed Pr ofe s s or of 

Hist ory a nd Folkl ore 
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UN IVERS ITY OF CALI FORN IA,  LOS ANGELES 
B ERKELEY • D AVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARB A RA  • SANTA CRUZ 

Mr .  Harry M. Hyatt 
919 South 19th Stre e t  
Quin cy , Illino i s  62 301 

Dear Mr .  Hyatt : 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF 
COM P ARATIVE FOLKLORE AND MYTHOLOGY 
LOS AN GELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

January 7, 1972 

It was a real plea s ure to t a l k  with yo u ove r  t he te lephone the 
othe r  night . Th i s  letter w i l l  p ut into writ ing , I hope , some of the 
things that we ta l ke d  about , part i c ular ly plan s for some kind of coop
e ra t i ve e ffort in the fut ure . 

As you know , I have admire d yo ur wor k very much for many year s 
and have looke d  upon it a s  the corne r s tone o f  a l l  of my own re sear che s 
in the field of popular be lie f ,  s upe r s t i t ion , and c us t om .  I look for 
war d eage rly t o  wor king up the great vol ume s o n  conj ury a n d  fo l k  
me dic ine , wh i c h  repres ent s uch a tremendous inve s tment o f  energy and 
t ime on your par t  over many year s . 

With regard to your t r ip to Lo s  Ange le s ,  I s ugge s t  perhaps the 
b e s t  t ime might be the wee ke nd of May 5-6 , whe n the Fol klore and 
Mytho logy s e c t ion o f  the Southe rn Ca li fornia Academy of Sc ience s w i l l  
b e  me e t ing here o n  the UCLA campus . 

I am t rying to pe r s uade Duncan Emr i ch to come , and perhap s pre 
va i l  upon him to give a pa:e_er be fore the group on oome aspects o f  the 
fo l klore o f  the We s t , even�is hob by o f  the fo l klore o f  mine r s . You 
could e i ther arr i ve on the 5th and s tay through to Sunday or Monday , 
or yo u could come ear lier in the wee k and finish off on Sat urday , 
wh i cheve r  se ems better to you . 

It would be a treme ndous inspirat ion for o ur yo ung graduate 
st ude nt s , a s  we l l  as for the s taff o f  the Fol klore and Mythology Gro up 
to hear yo u remin i s ce about your many years o f  exper ience as a col 
le ctor o f  fol klore , wit chcraft , fol k  me dic ine , and a l l  the re s t . Thi s  
might b e s t  b e  done informally be fore a re lat ive ly s e le c t  group a t  my 
home on Fr iday , May 5 ,  b ut I could ea s i l y  arrange it to fa l l  on anothe r 
night . 

Although the Center , un for t unate ly , cannot provide trave l for 
you , we can certainly put yo u up whi le you are here . 
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Mr .  Harry M .  Hyatt - 2 January 7 ,  1972 
It w i l l  be a pleas ure to s how you UCLA ' s  great fo lklore colle c 

t ion in t h e  Unive r s ity Re s earch Li b rary and t o  show yo u the exce l lent 
fac i l i t i e s  of the C ente r for the Study o f  Comparat ive Fol klore and 
Mytho logy , a s  we l l  a s  the file containing the mate r ials for the Dict ion
ary o f  Ame r i can Popular Be lie fs and S upe r s t it ions . My work in Fo l k  
Me d i c ine w i l l  have advance d far e no ugh by that t ime s o  that yo u can ge t 
a fai r  not i on of what I p lan in th is s tandar d treat i s e . 

p lans . 

IIDH : s b 

� �  ' : 
t � 

.... � ...... � • 
� � ' Q • 
� ' "' � a ' " ,. 
;' 

,.. ,.. " " • ... � 1 ' 
"' ' 
lf.r-r . 

Please wr i te me at yo ur ear ly conve nience s o  that we may firm up 

Yo ur s s ince re ly , 

It)� �- IJ-.;. 
Wayland D .  Hand 
Director 

2 8 . THE REV . J .  LANGTRY WILLIAMS 
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Hoodoo Christmas Present 

"At Chris tmas [last Chr istmas , 1938] a per son did dat . A lady did 
that to a man , had a little bit of [ a  minature ] co f f in ,  like a 
person [doll baby] in dere . An' he thought he was receiving a 
Chris tmas present . Yo ' know , had it  in a lit tle Christmas box 
wi th a little ribbon on i t, an ' a Christmas card on it ." 

HOODOO- Mobile, Ala. ,  No. 7 9 9 2 , p . 3399  



INTRODUCTION 

I f  this is your fir s t acquaintance with these volum es , prepare for a subject 
rather different , perhaps strang e  in several ways. Fi rs t, and immediately im
portant to understand an ything at al l ,  you will m eet two per sons endlessly talk
in g ,  the author and one of his 1600 in for mants. He and they make this work per
haps the longes t con versat ion ever prin ted , 3600 pag es of t ext , n ot counting 
illus tr ations , and at least 400 pages more to follow in volume 5 .  To separate 
author f rom other talkers I now quote m yself : 

These four volumes of HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, often 
abbreviated HOODOO [o1' "hoodoo"] when quoted [in the text], al'e one "vast 
quotation fl'om my intel'views UJith hundreds of infomants " in evel'Y southern 
state of the United States of Amel'ica except Texas . Let me e:r::plain "vast 
quotation." Omitting e:r::planato1>y notes within the b!'ackets, eve1>y UJol'd of 
the text is spoken by the autho1' 01' the pe1'son interoieUJed. "To identify 
the t!Uo spe akel's : all pal'entheses and bl'ackets enclose my Wol'ds; the fi1'st 
indicating question 01' comment dul'i ng actual intel'Views, the second denot
ing subsequent editol'iaZ matter; eve1>ything else belongs to the infomants." 
(Hoodoo� vol.l, p.l, pa1'.2; the whole f1'om vol.3, p.1859, pal'.l.) 

You must cons ider these volumes an ar chive . They were n ot des igned for read
in g seriat im, ei ther cover to cover or volume after volume . For your guidance 
I have from the v e ry beginn ing added mar gin titles , more elaborate on es whi le 
p roceedin g ,  j ust in case an index could never be comp leted. As for their pur
pose, these volumes preserve origin al material hitherto little kn own an d col
lected, c on s tantly chan ging , and much of it in older forms los t forever . 

Wh at type of  thoug ht am I t rying to brin g  abovegroun d  where it can b e  s tudied 
and evaluated? Here we face a continuat ion o f  mental phenomen a centur ies old , 
the syncre tism of m ag ic rites , p seudo-s cience an d re lig ion . We c ould call i t  an 
undergroun d gn os ticism , remembering always that th e amount of  syn cretism vari ed 
from place to p lace and time to time . 

Rites  in these volumes wer e b elieved by both black and white people. The 
percen tag e  o f  b lacks and whites to total population as given by bl ack in form an ts 
will be found in the Introduction to volume 1 ,  pages II-IV . 

That d isj o in ted title HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK i s  awkward 
indeed ,  yet each word expres ses a special aspect of the wh ole , and all words 
occur frequen tly in the tex t .  The word voodoo rarely appears . Hoodoo the word 
ac co rding to  elderly inform an ts from Marylan d through Flo rida - was either un
known to them or known as a fairly recent term fo r something they called wi tch
c raf t (o ften 'craft), con j uration (always cunjure), and rootwork (f requently 
roots). Later fr om pub lished sources I learned that the word hoodoo surf aced in 
print about 1884. Whatever its origin , i t  mean s for me the erupt ion of modern 
comme rcial ism in this field . 

Old-time doctol's, who used simple obj ects and materials at hand , were dying 
out about 1900 (see Z ippy Tul l, pp . 9 23f . , & p . 5 ;  al so George Jackson , the high
man, p . 912f . ) . After World War I ,  profess ional workers depen ded m or e  and more 
upon the p roducts o f  comme rce , a vast  variety of articles: candles of all colors 
and siz es, various shapes, to fill the needs o f  every desire; holy oil; invisible 
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ink; magic sand; speci al clo ths and papers ; powders which made cold water boiL 
(effervescent tablets) ; chemi cal subs tances when sprinkled on burning bewitched 
obj ect s produced co lor li ghts; and even matches, s oap and vinegar bought at a 
hoodoo drug sto�e were more powerful! How modern that last one sounds ! Ours is 
double st�ength! Watah me while I aomp� an unknown b�and with ou�s! Money 
baak if dissatisfied! 

Time again mus t be consulted to obtain a proper historical view o f  sit uat ions 
encountered  during fieldwork . The materi al of these volumes was orally collected 
and recorded during the late 1 9 30 ' s and early 1940 ' s , or before Martin Luther 
King ' s march against Selma . Since my in terviews were in homes and hot els of  
black people , a few prob lems could be ex pect ed. In those days as soon as an 
unkn own whit e man like me entered a black distr ict , a stool p igeon or envious 
neighbo r report ed his presence to t he p olice . That i s  why beginning wi th St. 
Pet er sburg , Flor ida , I always visit ed the Chie fs o f  Pol ice bef or e  st art ing work 
in a new c i ty .  Even a le t te r f rom the Chief  d id not always pro tect me! In Wil
son, North Carolina , a whit e woman who could not get in to see me for a fortune
telling , noti fied t he poli ce . She could not believe that a white man was working 
in a black home and not taking money (see illus tration Police! Police! Pol ice! at 
end of vol . 2 ) .  Howe ver, my greates t diff iculty was the type o f  m ater ial I s ought , 
no t harmles s  superstitions like aounting ten or a�ossing finge�s, but som et hing 
some inform ants called underwo�Zd wo�k or selling you�self to the deviL or witah
a�aft. Be as sured that everything in t hese vo lumes has some relevance to the 
bread th and depth of witchcraft. 

Another aspect of  t ime mus t be unders t ood . There being no folklore course at 
the unive rsi t i es before or dur ing my colle c t ing days , I lacked b o th sci ent ific 
training and guidance out in  t he fi el d .  To pioneer is rarely an easy task . 

Sinc e vol ume 4 s tart s  wi th an unfortunate break in the middle of  sect ion SHOES,  
not an interesting subj ect f or a first  meeting with HOODOO may I advise a new 
reader to look elsewher e ,  p e rhaps choosing A FEW MORE DOC�RS ( pp . 31 85-3241)  or  
Doato� Washington ' s  o f f er (No . 9024 , pp. 366 0- 3663)  to get me out o f  j ail, if  I 
ever became a boo tlegger . 

Already having said s o  much about mys elf ,  I hes itat e t o  add anything further 
to preceding Introductions and commen t s  throughout the text . Yet one thing more 
may int erest the reader , a personal experience about HOODOO I never exp ected dur
ing my l ife time . 

About November 1 ,  19 74 , I receiv ed a package mailed firs t-class but it  lacked 
return addres s with name to show from where and whom it came. Appearance sug
ges t ed some sort o f  pub lication and so it was . A well des igned cover of  warm 
grayish- green identi fied it as Revue de Louisiane II Louisiana Review; Vo l . 3 ,  
N o . 1, Summer 1974 . Tit le page inside continued Revue semest�ieZle • • •  po� le 
vJveZoppement du F�anaais en Louisiane . • • sous le Patronage des Unive�sit�s et 
CoLLeges de la Louisiane. Inst ead o f  the usual sub s crip tion blank between cover 
and title page , a s lip of  paper directed me t o  see page 29. To my surpri s e  I 
saw a �eview �tiaZe, a featured criticism of 9 pages . No t since Julian Huxley ' s  
famous introduction o f  Pierre Teilhard de Chardin to the world - on the front and 
following pages of the London Times Lite�a� Supplement years ago - did any re
vi ew intere s t  me more. I ts t itle d isplayed my name! HYATT ' S  H OODOO ODYS SEY . 

The word "odyssey" symbol iz ed for me the ancient Greek spirit  in search of 
self-fulfillment , a j ourney wor th-whi le regar d le s s o f  hazards . My crit ic ' s  
title and discussion revealed that he had spent a considerable amount o f  time 
upon these volumes and had though t  deeply about the man behind them .  Wi th in
si ght and s cholar ship he mentioned good things as well as w eakne sses , the former 
outweighing the latter . Therein once again the word "odys sey" had been well 
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chos en .  Neither Ulysses himself nor Greek spirit ha d been perfect. Bes t of all ,  
this ab le review tr eats the author of HOODOO as an ordinary human bein g .  For 
this las t relief, muah thanks. I have no desire some day to become a horrible 
legend known as Hoodoo Hyatt or as the father of The Eighth Book of Moses. If 
this sounds like nonsens e ,  b elieve it or  not , some o f  the rites in HOODOO are 
already being attempted! . 

As a final word about "Odyssey ," I am o f ferin g the reader a condensed quota
t ion from the first page o f  this remarkable criticism written by Fr ancis A. 

deCaro o f  Lou is ian a  State Universit y ,  Baton Rouge, Lou isian a . I had met him 
at the annu al Meeting o f  the Am erican Folklore Society, Un ivers ity o f  Texas , 
Aus tin, 19 7 2  (see HOODOO, vol . 3 ,  pp . V-X) . For my q uotation , tu rn this page. 

On e  wor d about the n ote  con cern ing volume 5 on the copyright pag e. This 
volume will  contain 400 pages or more of text and a consider ab le amount of  
o th er material . A few ext ra copies of the man uscript will be  Xerox ed as we go  
a long for copyright an d o ther dis tribut ion, should financial con ditions in The 
United States o f  Americ a  worsen . For this same reason the p roposed in dex has 
been suspended . Up to this t ime volum e  1 and almos t  all of volume 2 ha ve b een 
indexed. Al so in dexed was the second edit ion o f  Folklore f�m Adams County 
Illinois, the cards o f  which are in the files o f  Center for the Study of Com
parative Folklore and Mythology, Un iversity of  California , Los Angeles . 

Decemb er 2 5 ,  1974 



"Many and various impulses have sent men and women into the 
field to record the folklore traditions of a region, a group, 
or a nation. In the fairy tales they recorded • • •  the Grimm bro
thers s aw • • •  the poetic soul of the German race • • •  in India, Verrier 
Elwin zealously turned to collecting aboriginal myth and lore • • •  
Malinowski • • •  his Trobriand Islands expedition, which ultimately 
contributed much to the understanding of magic and myth • • •  Zora 
Neale Hurston • • •  sought to delve into the black folk cultures of 
her native Flprida and of Louisiana in order to see something of 
her own past • • •  yet perhaps one of the most extraordinary folklore 
odysseys in terms of motivation and results is one only now b e
coming known to American folklorists; the trek of an Episcopal 
priest, Harry Middleton Hyatt, throughout much of the eastern 
United States, mostly the South, in search of hoodoo, the magical 
practices of Negro America. Hyatt's story (which has a Louisiana 
chapter) is a fascinating one, and can be pieced together from 
what he tells us about himself in his published works • • •  in them
selves notable landmarks among folklore compendia • • •  " 

by FRANCIS A. deCARO - see INTRODUCTION 



THE PHYSICAL H UMAN BODY ITS ELF 

WITH MOR E SHOE RITES FROM VOLUME THR E E  

( 5). SHOES 
( c:ontinued) 

[Here we continue the 118 shoe rites given at the end of volume 3 (pp. 2758-
2 78 1). SHOES is the 5th of the 6 subsections into which I have divided SWEAT; 
the latter being one of the 10 sec tions of the large division THE PHYSICAL HUMAN 
BODY ITSELF. Sho es have magic value only if they have been worn; that is why 
they have been included under SWEAT . ]  

[As with al l these groupings o f  material in Hoodoo, we must always realize 
that not one of them contains every rite list ed by headings . Most  r i t es can b e  
placed in two o r  more catagories; for example, instead o f  und er SHOES, we could 
easily classify shoe-margin- t i tles GRAVE and GRAVEYARD DIRT (pp . 2768-277 0) under 
DEATH AND BURIAL AND GRAVEYARD DIRT, lO th sec tion o f  this present d ivision.] 

[These four volumes o f  HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, o f ten 
abbreviated HOODOO when quo ted, ar e one "vast quotation from my in terviews with 
hundr eds of inf ormant s" in every southern state o f  the United S tates o f  Amer ica 
except Texas . Let me explain "vast quotat ion ." Omitt ing explanatory notes with
in the brackets , every word of the t ext i s  spoken by the author or the person 
interviewed . "To identify the two speakers - all parentheses and brackets en
close my words ; the firs t indicating quest ion or comment dur ing actual interview, 
the second d eno ting subsequent editorial matter. Everything else belongs to the 
i nformants ." Within the preceding quotat ion marks I am quo t ing myself (HOODOO , 
v . l ,  p . l ,  par . 2 ) . ]  

5206 . Yo ' kin take dere  shoes an' take ' em an' put ' em undah d e  do ' step s, an' 
put a li'le table salt an' sulphur an ' diff ' ren ' thin's - mix it up tuhgethah an' 

rub it on 'em, an ' put 'em undah d e  do ' step. Yo ' steal 
SALT - SULPHUR - SHOES de shoe unbeknownst tuh ' em an ' put 'em un dah de do'

step , an' dey ' ll leave town - run away from town . 
(Do you ge t both their shoes? ) 

Jes' one . I f  yo ' can git one , j es '  git de left-foot shoe ; if yo' can ' t git 
de left-foo t ,  j es '  gi t d e  r ight foo t  - any which one o f  ' em . 

(And if  you go t my shoe , you would bury it under my door?) 
Yeah, under yore own do ' step . [Waycro ss, Ga . ,  (1093) , 1761 : 2. ] 
5207 . Git yo' some men's shoes - git chew a [ new] pack o f  sulphur . Put chew 

� teaspoonful of sulphur in each one of those shoes , a pair - two,_yo' know, burn 
em only two at de time . An' yo' put dat sulphur in dose shoes an' table salt 

an' put it in yore stove an ' let it burn . Yore house will be so full yo '  �t 
git in an' out on 'em. [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1326),  2 270:8.} 

5208 . People, yo ' know, kin take an' weah sulphur in de shoes, an ' as long 
as yo' weah sulphur in yor e shoes, ah don '  care who put anythin' down fo ' yo ' , 
it wouldn ' t  hurt chew. Sulphur an ' salt eats up de poison. [Fayetteville, 
N. Car . ,  (1411) , 2334:16 . ]  

� 
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5209. An' den ag' in yo' kin take de !!!!, de eatin' salt , an' sulphur an' yo' 
kin take dat an' let it been in dat ole shoe. An' take it out dat ole shoe an' 
yo' kin go an' sprinkle it in mah house, or on de sill of mah house, or anywhere 
on de step, an' ah walk ovah it ah ' ll leave. 

(Whose shoe do you put that salt in?) 
Anyone who yo' wanta work harm wit or good. 
(Well, then you would take it out of their shoe?) 
Yes, when yo' take it out de shoe, den yo' put it in dat bottle. 
Sho'. Well yo' jis' take dat salt out as a powdah an' throw it undah mah 

house or eithah in mah house, if yo' kin. 
(Well, now, suppose you were running me away and you want to use salt to do 

it, you would put that salt in my shoe?) 
No, no suh. 
(You mean your own shoe?) 
No, nobody's shoe. Yo' jis' takes dat salt an' diff ' ren ' things whut chew 

wanta put tuh it, an' yo' throw it down. Yo' kin jis' throw it at de threshhold 
of mah do' an' ah'd move. Evah time yo' walk ovah dat, see, dat satisfies - dat 
settle it. Yo'll leave, yo'll git a mind tuh leave heah an' yo'll go. [Sumter, 
s. Car., (1382), 2455:3.] 

5210. [ She was] a wild woman. Ah couldn' t git rid 
another HOODOO. He tole me, say, "Yo' take two of 'er 

of 'er an' ah went tuh 
shoes, take 'em an ' full 

'em wit salt an' 
SALT AND SULPHUR IN BOTH SHOES - SET THEM IN RUNNING WATER sulphur, an' put 

runnin' stream." An' yo' wouldn't 
had no mo' trouble wit dat woman. 
1682:1.1 

'em down intuh a 
have no mo' trouble wit 'er. Well, ah nevah 
Got rid of 'er. [ St. Petersburg, Fla., (1035), 

5211. Yo' kin take a person ' s shoes 
in it an' dis heah Red Devil Peppah red 

an' put a li'le sulphur an' a li'le salt 
peppah, an' yo' could take dat shoe an' 

yo' could bury dat shoe, but let it 
be de lef' feet. An' bury it in de 
back yard. An' dat person nevah be 

SALT - RED DEVIL PEPPER - SULPHUR - SHOES 

� tuh walk straight any mo'. [Red Devil Pepper is either a package of red 
pepper with a red devil on it, a commercial brand, or a special package s old by 
a hoodoo drug store or mail-order firm.] [ Sumter , s .  Car., (1380), 2449:10.] 

5212. [Here is another version of preceding rite by same inf ormant:] 
Ah tell yo'. Yo' could take red peppah an' sulphur an' salt [ 3 ingredients], 

an' yo' could put it an ' weah it in yore shoes; or eithah tie some of it in a 
piece of cloth an' put it roun' yore waist. An '  nobody couldn't hurt chew tuh 
save yo' life. [ Sumter, S .  Car., (1380), 2449:6.] 

5213. Wear red peppah in yore shoes, salt an' sulphur an' black peppah , no 
one c�in ' t harm yo'. [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1471), 2652:24.] 

5214. Git nine little seeds outa [a] red peppah , an' sulphur an' salt, an' 
put in yore shoes, an' whatevah dey wanta do - run yo' 'way , make it so hot yo' 

SALT - 9 RED PEPPER SEED - SULPHUR - SHOES 
cain't stay where yo' are. 
(Put that in either shoe or both 
shoes?) 

In both shoes. Yo' know, in yore shoes yo' have a linin'. If yo' kin git up 
dat linin', git nine red peppah seeds an' git sulphur an' salt an' put in dere, 
dey not knowin' it's in dere, an' dey say yo'll be so hot yo'll jes' have tuh 
go. Yo' don't [know] where yo' gain' but yo' jes' got'a go. [Fayetteville, 
N. Car., (1419a), 2557:1. ] 

5215. Ah've seen lotsa dat done. Take salt an' sulphur, take de ole shoes 
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an ' burn it. An' den dey take de ole shoes aftah dey burn it, an' den take it 

SALT - SULPHUR - SHOES - BURN 
BURY - 4 CORNERS - OF HOUSE OR YARD 

in de four cornahs of de house, er out in 
de yard an' bury it. An' ah've seen lotsa 
[people do i t ]  but what it vuz in it [wheth
er this caused them to leave] ah don' know. 

[I] s een ' em leave home. [ Jacksonvil le,  Fla. , (560) , 6 96:4.] 
5216. Dey take some cookin' salt an ' sulphur an ' mix it an ' put it in a fire

place, ' nuff fo ' de smoke tuh come out, an ' burn it in yore chimley . Yo' kin 

SALT - SULPHUR - SHOES - BURN 3 TIMES DAILY 
take a sho e an ' burn along wit it 
tuh make it  mo' strong. An' burn 
it slowly irt de chimley an' see 

dat ' ll smoke. 
of week ' s  time 
time a day . 

Dey can't stand dat odor from dat smoke , an' it  seems in a couple 
d ey ' ll hav e tuh move. Dey cou ldn ' t s tay roun ' dere . [ Burn ] three 

(That will cause the people next door to be moved. ) [Sumter, S .  Car. , (1345) , 
2328:1.1 

5217. Well , if yo' think dey goin' put somep in down fo' yo ' tuh walk ovah , 
yo' git some sulphur an ' table salt an ' - an ' sa ltpetah . Put jis' a l i ' le bit ' a  

each , about d e  s ame quantity of each , an ' put it in 

SALT - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 
each shoe , an' yo' walk ovah dat much as yo ' wanta . 
[Wayc�o s s , Ga . ,  (1167) , 2227:4.] 
5 218. Ah ' ve heard dat yo' could take two ole shoes , 
two ole workin ' -men ' s shoes ,  an ' burn ' em. Take 

some salt an ' po ' on ' em,  an ' a li ' le sugah an ' p o '  on ' em ,  an ' burn ' em an ' 

SALT - SUGAR - 2 OLD SHOES - BURN 
da t will make yo ' have luck . [Fayettevill e ,  
N. Car. , (1418), 255 3:3. ] 
5219. Dey take d mah shoe, got hol t  one of 

mah shoe , an ' scraped jis' a li ' le of de dus t outa de inside of de sho e [ insole ] , 
an ' ball i t  up - wrapped up intuh a li ' le somepin j is '  lak dat [demons trates ] .  

SCRAPINGS FROM INSOLE - BURY LEFT SIDE OF GATE 
(Ball it up [in a piece of rag 
or paper] . ) 

yard close by de fence . Always put 
(The left side of what? )  

Of yo' gat e where yo' come in, 

Yes sub, an ' put it out in de 
on de le ft side . 

(You bury it out to the l ef t  s id e  of your gate ? ) 
Yes suh , an' yo' s t ep ovah it . Dat is a pain ket' chew [=ketch chew = catch 

you] in yo ' laig . Kills yo ' foo t  daid . 
But d o  [ though ] where de di ff' renc e [= but on the o ther hand] heah come 

anothah man [ doctor] dat undahs tan ' de busines s , will eas e [ i t ]  o f f  yo ' - take 
i t  right off. But i t  wouldn ' t b e  a month or week befo ' yo ' be walkin ' j is '  as 
s traight as e vah. [ Jack sonville , Fla . , (557) , 693:5.] 

5220. Den ah ' ve heard dat dey kin take yore shoe an' scrape d e  bottom o f  it. 
Lak yore s hoes is - lak yo' w eah yor e shoes tuhday. Well , if yo ' foot at all 

SCRAPINGS FROM INSOLE - AIRTIGHTED 
YOU CANNOT WALK 

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR CURES 

sweat , dey kin take it an ' pull it off an '  
scrape de inside of dat sho e, an '  git dat 
d ere di rt whu t come outa yore foot . An ' d ey 
could bind dat dere up an ' put intuh a place 
whereby it cain ' t ketch no air atall .  An ' 

yo' cain ' t walk. Of co ' se it cain ' t kill y o '  - won' kill yo ' - but yo ' won ' h ave 
no use fo' da t foot . Dat takes de us e o f  it , when dey puts  dat intuh a p lace 
wher e it cain ' t  ketch no air . 

De way da t �hew comprehend [ overcome] dat is tub bring de use back tuh yore 
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foot . Git chew some sulphur an ' red peppah an ' weah it in de bottom of yore shoe 
an' dat will kill it. See , dat'll kill it  in yore foot . Oat won '  be  no good 
while dey have it in dat airtight place. Oat 'air [= dere = there] is de way dey 
ovahcome dat devilment when dey works i t. [Waycross, Ga. , (1120a) ,  1 7 99:2 . ]  

SCRAPE INSIDE SHOE TOE - BURY 
IN BOTTLE - POINTED TO SUNRI SE 

5 221 . If yore wife or anyone is gone ' way from 
yo ' ,  yo ' ll take dat shoe an ' scrape de toe out 
of it wit yore pocketknife , on de ins ide . 
(Both shoes or just  one?) 

Well, one of ' em will do - eithah one. An ' yo ' take dat scrapin ' an ' yo ' put dat 
in a bo ttle an ' yo' bury dat. Dat will turn dem aroun ' - turn ' em back tuh yo ' .  

(Do you bury that b o t tle in any particular way or just any old way? )  
Well, yo '  should bury dat bot tle tuh de sunri se . [St. Petersburg, Fla ., 

( 1039 ) , 1685 : 2 . ] 
5222 . Now , yo' say fo' n ' instant [for an instance] ef  a man ' s lovah wus gone 

away, he could take - e f  he kin git holt-a shoe which he knew dat she wuz gon ' a 

SHOE - HE WEARS IN HIS- DEPARTED WOMAN'S INSOLE 
wear again, he could pull up 
j is '  dat thin papah in de 
heel', it doesn 1 t make any 

diff 'ren', an ' take it an ' weah it in ' is shoe . An ' dey say dat is a good way 
dat she wi ll come back tuh ' im. · [Waycross, Ga . , (1086 ) , 1755 : 1 . ]  

5223. [HERE FOLLOWS A RARE SIFTING RITE- SIFTING WITH A SIFTER. ]  
An' ah ' ve heard 'em say dat chew take l ike nuthin but wimmen, take three or 

fo ' wimmen here , or jis ' me , one person'ly, say .  Now, ah take all mah ole shoes 

SIFTER: SHOE ASHES - SALT - PEPPER 
CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 3 TIMES NIGHTLY - 3 NIGHTS 

now an ' burn ' em up, but ah 
burn ' em on somepin dat ah kin 
save all dose ashes . An' burn 
tuh a charco al an ' den mash 'em 

up. An ' den ah take sal t an ' peppah an ' mix wit dose shoes now. An' ah take de 
sif tah an ' between nine an' twelve a ' clock at night ah go aroun ' de house an ' 
sift  'em three times tuhnight . 

(How do you mean , s i f t  it three time s ? ) 
Jis ' put it in a siftah , yuh see , jis' s if t  de dus t [shoe ashes]. 
(You mean you go round the house three times,  or you sift the dust three 

times?) 
How - like ah begin now from de back door, from mah back door, an ' ah go 

around dere an' make mah wish , yuh know. If ah wish fo' all men tuh come tuh 
mah house, or jis' one ind ivij ' ly [individually], yuh know . An' if dere ' s  some 
woman dat ah think she ' s a enemy tuh me , yuh know, an ' ah don' t wan ' ' er tuh 
come dere , yuh s ee ,  ah wish fer 'er tuh not come , an' wish fer ' im tuh come an' 
stay always wit me. 

( I  see.) 
Ah ' d  go aroun ' three time s lak dat an ' begin. An' de las t  wish , dat ah make 

right where ah begin dat ,  yuh see� An ' ah wish da t he may come an ' stay wit me 
always . See, when ah says always , ah ' m  [ back] in de house den an' turns de sift
ah loos e on de inside . An' den tuhmorrah - ah do dat tuhnight b etween nine an' 
twelve. An' tuhmorrah mawnin ' now between twelve an' nine , well , prob'ly yuh 
kin do dat at three a'clock in de mawnin ' ,  fo' or five or six a ' clock, any time 
befo ' nine a ' clock, but de bes' time dat dey do it is befo' sunris e .  See , aftah 
twelve o ' clock [ and] befo' sunrise - roun ' about fo ' -thirty or f ive a ' clock, an ' 
yuh do de same thin' an ' come back in an' drop de s iftah right at de same place 
again . 

(You sift it  all over again? ) 
De same thin ' all ovah again . An '  dey say , when yuh do dat - well , dey say 
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yuh don ' t have tuh have many shoes . Doesn ' t take much, take much siftin ' s fo ' 
dat dus t , ' fo '  dat dust is gone . Well , yuh do dat till all dat dust is  gone 
through dat siftah ,  yuh see , an ' dey say he ' ll nevah leave yuh den. He ' ll nevah 
leave yuh . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 391 : 3 . ] 

6 0' CLOCK EACH MORNING BURN LEFT SHOE OF MAN 
5 2 24 . De lef'-footed ole shoes 
from a man . Now, lak if yo' be 
in business  lak sellin' whiskey 

or anythin ' lak dat , yo ' 
An ' dat ' s  good luck . 

could burn it in yore home at s ix a ' clock evah mawnin'. 

(That is good luck to bring in customer s ? )  
Bring in plenty customahs an ' all lak dat . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1259) , 2136:5.] 
5225 . Well , yuh take it  [ shoe ]  an ' bury it - bury it undah de step . Dey go t  

front s teps , dey got back s t eps . Somet ime a house i s  got fo ' o r  f ive dif f ' ren ' 

SOLE OF SHOE CUT OFF - BURIED UNDER FIRST 
OR FOURTH STEP - TOP PART THROWN AWAY 

s teps cleah aroun ' , yuh know , but yuh 
only - yuh count tuh de fo ' th s tep , 
if  yuh go t fo ' s teps . I f  yuh ain ' t ,  
yuh kin bury i t  undah de firs ' one , 

but yuh won ' wanta bury nuthin but de 
see , lak de hole ' s  [ open part is ] up , 
[ sole ] off , de foot part , an ' bury it 

dirt part , de foo t  part [ sole] of  i t . Yuh 
yuh don'  have tuh bury dat . Jes ' cut it 
undah dere , bury it undah de first s tep or 

de fo ' th one . 
(What will that do to me ? )  
What will dat do ? 
(What will  that do , yes ? )  
Oh , DAT AIN ' T  GOIN ' TUH DO NUTHIN , JES ' HAVE YUH AT DERE COMMAND . Dat ' s  all -

j es '  de same thing as de othah [ rite given ] . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 6 7 ) , 1405 : 8 . ] 

SOLE NOT CUT FROM SHOE � BURY 
LEAVE TOP PART STICKING OUT 

5 226 . Yes , ah have heard o f  doin ' somp in - takirr 
prackly [ p ractically ] nuthin but shoes . Bury dat 
shoe an ' leave de top of it out , an ' dat will 
kill ' em .  

(Wha t d o  you mean leave 
top par t out ? )  

the top o f  i t  out ? You j us t  bury the sole and leave the 

Leave dis [ top ] par t  up , j is '  so ' s  all o f  it ain ' t in dere . 
Yo ' kin do wit de sock de same way . Leave par t  of  i t  up . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

( 15 29a) , 2 7 34 : 14 . ] 
5 2 2 7 . A person take yore shoe an ' cut j es '  a small 1mount o f  de sole off each 

one of yore shoes . 
(The out s ide sole? ) 
Yessuh , j es '  cut dat sole of fa dat , offa each one of  ' em .  An' take dat sole 

of fa dat shoe an ' gi t ' em a bo ttle o f  Jockey Club Perfume, an ' lay it on a cloth 

SOLES OF BOTH SHOES - SMALL PIECES FROM 
SEWED INTO BAG - CARRIED IN POCKETBOOK 
ANOINTED DAILY WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME 

an ' s ew it  up right ni ce , an ' keep i t  
' nointed always wit dat perfume . Don ' 
nevah let i t  go wit ' out it , dat per
fume . Evah day , don ' fo ' git tuh put 
as much as two or three drops on each 

one of dem li ' le pieces . An ' keep it in yore pocketbook an ' DAT WILL FO ' EVAH 
MAKE DEH GIVE YO ' MONEY . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 2 7 7 6 : 3 . ] 

SUGAR AND SHOES BURNED 

5228 . Yo ' would burn shoes fo ' luck . Jis ' git sugah , 
ord ' nary sugah , an ' sprinkle it ovah dem an ' put ' em 
in de fiah an ' burn ' em fo ' any kinda luck .  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 1 7 ) , 1486:6.] 
5 229 . Yo ' kin keep from bein ' hurt dat way , whut ah 

know. Yo ' kin keep sulphur in yore shoes an '  keep from bein ' hurt lak dat . 
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Evah time yo ' git ready tuh go out , evah pair of  shoes yo ' has , sprinkle a l i ' le 
sulphur in dem .  Well , yo ' nevah ketches anythin ' from any

SULPHUR AND SHOES 
body . I t ' s  hard fo ' ' em tuh git on tuh yo ' .  [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , ( 1442 ) , 2 6 11 : 4 . ] 
5230 . Dey burn ole shoes an '  sulphur toge thah , yo ' know . Dey 
tell me dat makes yo ' lucky - da t ' s  fer luck . [ S t .  Peters

burg , Fla . , (1021) , 165 3 : 2 . ] 
5231 . Jes ' lak if yo ' an ' a 

lef ' -foot of  ' is shoe , an ' take 
man separated , an ' dey say da t if yo ' kin git ' is 
it  out in de back yard an ' burn de shoe wit sul

SULPHUR - LEFT-FOOT SHOE - UPSIDE DOWN - BURN 
phur , dat he would came back . 
(Take the left sole , the whole 
shoe? ) 

Yes s ir , j es '  de whole shoe an ' 
said da t would bring ' im back . 

(Then you burn the shoe? ) 

turn i t  down an ' sprinkle sulphur on de shoe an ' 

Yes sir , burn it - j es '  make a f ire an ' burn it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1114) , 
1786 : 6 . ] 

5 232 . Yo ' take brims tone an ' put a li ' le sulphur wit 
in yore shoes , an ' de tendency of  dat would keep anybody 

it , an ' wear a li ' le 
from tryin ' tuh do any
thin ' tuh yo ' . [ Sumter , 

SULPHUR - BRIMS TONE - IN SHOE S S . Car . , ( 1380) , 245 1 : 6 . ] 

SULPHUR - SALTPETER - BLUESTONE - SUGAR - BLACK PEPPER 
5 2 3 3 . Take dey lef  ' -foot 
shoe an ' burn it  wit 
sugah , black peppah , 

saltpetah an ' b luestone . Dat ' ll call ' em back . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 9 ) , 154 2 : 9 . ] 
5 234 . Ah heard if dere any person dat chew don ' wan ' aroun ' yo ' ,  in de mawn

in ' ' fore de sun rise , yo ' go an ' sweep yore front yard . Well , when dey come 

SWEEP YARD BEFORE SUNRI SE - AFTER ENEMY 
ENTERS - SWEEP AGAIN - BURN HI S SHOE 

ADD SULPHUR - SPRINKLE IN YARD 

dere an ' dey walk in an ' yo ' sweep 
it - an ' yo ' burn a ole shoe . Yo ' 
go roun ' anywhere where dis person 
is an ' git  any ole shoe belong tuh 
dem an ' burn it an ' sprinkle i t . 

Well dat will keep ' em ' way from roun ' dere . 
(You sweep firs t ? ) 
Yo ' sweep an ' den burn a ole shoe - j es '  yo ' sweep an ' den yo ' put some sul

phur in dat ashes of de burnt shoe . SP,rinkle it in de front yard . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1188) , 2006 : 3 . ] 

5235 . De woman left de man , dis one [ s tory ] is , an ' de man went an ' tr ied 
to git  ' er back an ' he couldn ' t  git  ' er back . So  he went to a fellah [ doatoP ] 

de fellah tole him tuh take her shoe 
TELEGRAPH POLE - WOMAN ' S SOLE NAILED TO 
FACING WAY SHE LEFT - SHE BACK IN 3 DAYS 

back home an ' not worry an ' in three days 
(Nail it on a pos t ? ) 

soles - found one of  ' er ole shoes 
an ' go to a pos t an ' nail it up ovah 
de po s t  on de sunrise s ide an ' go 

she ' d  be back to him .  

Nail d e  sole o f  d e  shoe up on de side o f  a sunrise post . 
(Just any kind o f  a pos t ? ) 
On de s ide of  a telegraph post - nai l  it  up on de s ide of  a telegram po s t  

facin ' d e  way s h e  went . I n  three days d a t  she ' d  b e  back . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (1422) , 2561 : 2 . ] 

5 2 3 6 . Take yore left - take dis sole out chure 
out chure sho e ,  an ' yo ' take dat sole an '  yo ' take 
SEEN A TERRAPIN? Cut it  [brown paper ] in shape of 

le ft  shoe , dat inside [ inso le ] 
solid brown papah . YO ' EVAH 
a terrap in . De shoe , dat ' s  in 
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shape of a terrapin . De shoe , dat ' s  in ordah - now, if yo ' wanted tuh Zingah a 
person , yo ' know , fix ' em so dey be lingahin ' all de t ime .  An ' yo ' cut d is piece 

TERRAPIN DRAWN ON BROWN PAPER 
PUT IN LEFT SHOE - 9 DAYS - FOOT SWELLS 

of  brown papah an '  cut dat shoe sole 
[ insole ] an ' yo ' ball i t  up in a new 
piece of  home spun . Take dis piece an ' 
de same shoe dat yo ' taken it out of , 

an ' slip it  back in dey house . Yo ' know , lak peoples shoe is settin '  roun ' dere 
an ' yo ' take de sole out . Well , maybe yo ' be smart enough tuh git it back in de 
house , an ' yo ' put dis  p iece of papah in it . Well , de nine days aftah dey git 
tuh weah dis shoe , dey f oot  begin tuh swell up an ' dere ankle an ' yo ' cain ' t tell 
[ the cause of the swelling ] .  Well , if dey take dat piece of - DAT SOLE DEY GOT 
OUT OF YORE SHOE , IF DEY MAKE ' WAY WIT IT COMPLETE AN '  FO ' GIT ABOUT WHERE DEY PUT 
IT ,  WHY YO ' LL NEVAH BE CURED . DERE ' S  NOBODY IN DE WORLD WILL EVAH CURE YO ' .  

(If  you want to make this person linger , you take this sole out of  his shoe . 
Now , what do you do with this brown paper? ) 

Yo ' take dat papah an ' put it back in dere shoe , in de toe of dere shoe . Yo ' 
know it ' s  kind of  a tissue papah , li ' le thin papah . Dey put it in de toe of  dere 
shoe j es '  as fur as yo ' kin git it . An ' whenevah yo ' do dat , dey weah de shoe . 
Maybe dey weah de shoe out an ' don ' evah know dat papah is  in de shoe . An ' when
evah dey do 'way fo ' yo ' ,  j es '  lak anybody come in wit anythin ' an ' throw it down 
an '  fo ' gi t about where dey put it . 

(Do they put the inner so le back in the shoe? ) 
No suh , keep i t . I f  dey git holt of dat dey kin git cured . 
(You take that sole [ insole ] out . and you put this paper in the shoe? )  
Put i t  in de sho e .  Cut i t  in de shape of a terrapin . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 

(1423) , 2466 : 5 . ] 
5237 . De shoes 

an ' put sulphur in 
- dat right foo t of shoe s , dey kin burn dat up intuh a powdah 
it . Have dat sulphur an ' dat powdah an ' dis  cloves . AH KNOW 

YO ' DONE HEAR TALK OF SPICES . 
3 DAYS : MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 

3 INGREDIENT S BURN : CLOVES - SULPHUR - RIGHT SOLE 

three times a week : j is '  Wednesdays , Saturdays an ' 
(What kind o f  luck? Luck for what ? )  

Have all dat burnin ' tuhgeth
ah an ' mix it up an ' burn it 
in yore house . Dey says 

Mondays ,  say dat ' s luck . 

Bring good luck tuh yo ' .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1102) , 1 7 7 6 : 6 . ] 
5 238 . De ins ide sole from yo ' shoe - dat little piece yo ' walk on - dey cuts 

three holes r ight in de centah . Now dat ' s  i f  yo ' wanta , yo ' kin drive a person 

3 HOLES IN LEFT INSOLE 
TO SEND - IN RUNNING WATER 

TO KEEP - BURY AT HOME 

or yo ' kin ho ld a person wit it . I f  yo ' wanta drive 
' em ,  yo ' got ' a  fix it in somp in light [weight ] ,  an ' 
put i t  in runnin ' watah wheres it will j is '  keep 
again ' . An ' if yo ' wanta keep ' em ,  yo ' take dat 
an ' bury i t  at chure home . 

· 

(Do you take both those inner soles ? )  
One , de lef ' one . DAT ' S WONDAHFUL FOOT , DE LEF ' ONE . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 6 . ] 
5 239 . Now , ah ' ve nevah ' sperienced dat , but dey say yo ' kin burn peppah an ' 

shoe sole an ' brims tone an ' dat would keep ' em parafied [ pacified ? paralyzed ? ] .  

3 INGREDIENT S BURNED : BRIMSTONE - PEPPER - SOLE 

puzzled . Dey say dat would run a bad neighbah . 
(Well , where would you burn that stuf f ? )  

Yo ' know , tuh keep ' em from 
do in ' anythin ' . Yo ' know , 
dat will  git dere mind kinda 

Dat whut dey tell me . 

Yo ' carry it outdo ' s  somewhere between yore house an ' dere house ,  but don ' 
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let ' em see where de smoke comin ' from , s ee .  Now dat whut dey say . [Sumter , 
S . Car . , ( 1355 ) , 237 3 : 4 . ] 

5 24 0 .  Dey kin take - i f  yo ' ve wo re 
dey git chure feet dir t  from i t an ' de 

yore shoes an ' go t ' em good an ' swea ty , 
scent of  yore feet lak da t .  An ' dey kin 

THREE INGREDIENTS : OIL OF CEDAR - SWEAT - SHOE D I RT 
WEAR AGAINST WAI S T  SKIN 

take dat an ' weah it aroun ' 
' neath of  dere waist an '  
thing lak dat ,  an ' put some 
of dis oil of cedah in it , 

an ' make de person fellah dem an ' ca ' [ care ] mo ' [more ] fo ' dem den dey do any
body else . Jis ' lak dey would take dere hair outa dere haid • • •  

(You me an t hey wear it around their wais t ? ) 
Right nex ' tuh dere s kin lak di s . An '  dey puts it  in a bandage an ' puts it  

nex ' tub dere skin , an ' put  da t oil o f  cedah tub i t , an ' weah it  night an ' day 
aroun ' dere waist  nex ' tub yore skin . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (932) , 1513: 4 . ] 

5 24 1 .  Ah heard tell dat yo '  could take a person ' s shoes an ' pu t red peppah 
in ' em an ' sal t an ' some coppahs . Yo ' have tuh take a penny . Take a coppah or 

3 INGREDIENTS : PENNY SCRAPINGS - SALT - RED PEPPER 
brass , dat j is '  whut dey 
use , an ' take an ' s crape 
i t . Take a file an ' scrape . 

An ' put all dis heah s tuf f tuhge thah an ' git it in yo re shoes some way or o thah . 
Den af t ah yo ' git dat in yore shoe s , den dey cain ' t wear no shoe s . 

[ To s crape a s i lve r dime is common ; to  sc rape a penny is rare . ] 
(What will happen to him? ) 
Well , his [ skin ] will begin tuh itch . All .de shoes he ' ll wear will have tuh 

be j is '  de same as sanda ls .  Yo ' know yo ' cain ' t weah a good pair of  shoes on 
yore fee t counta [ on account o f ] dey disf igured yo ' know . 

( I t  hur t s  his feet when he ge t s  thi s stuff on them? ) 
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1 3 9 3 ) , 2504 : 7 . ] 
524 2 .  Yo ' could take d a t  inside sole j es '  lak ah have in mine heah , dat got 

de sweat on it , chew know . An ' yo '  take dat outa anybody ' s [ shoe ] who yo ' want . 

3 INGRED IENT S :  SALT - SULPHUR - BLACK PEPPER 
BURN WITH HI S INSOLE - RETURN S IN 3 DAYS 

it . In three days t imes if yo ' want dem b ack 
love yo ' bet tah dan evah . 

Lis ten good . An ' put s ome sul
phur in it , black peppah an ' salt . 
( Sulphur , black pepper and sal t . ) 

Uh-hmm .  Den yo ' take i t  an ' burn 
dere , dey ' ll come b ack tub yo ' an ' 

(What would you do wi th those ashes , anything? ) 
No , j es '  let i t  go yo ' know , a f tah yo ' put dat sulphur 

dere , an ' salt . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1210) , 1045 : 1 . ] 
an ' b lack peppah in 

5 24 3 .  Wi t de shoe - yo ' kin t ake o l e  shoes an '  compel good luck wi t ' em one 
� · . 

(Well , how would they do that ? ) 
Well , yo ' kin git  chew three ole shoes an ' JES ' AS DE SUN I S  RISIN ' - YO ' KNOW 

DE SUN HAS A MIGHTYFUL POWAH - an ' j es '  as de sun is r i s in ' yo ' take yo ' a little 

3 OLD SHOE S - TOE T O  HOUSE 
�URNED WITH SULPHUR AT SUNRISE 

sulphur an ' put it in all three of  dose shoe s , 
right up in de hee l  par t ,  an ' se t de to e o f  dose 
shoes tuhwards de hous e .  An ' yo ' burn do se 

three shoes j es '  as de sun risin ' in de mawnin ' , 
an ' dat ' ll certainly bring yo ' good luck . Yo ' kin do da t wit de shoes . [Way

THURSDAY MORNING - BURN HI S RI GHT-FOOT SHOE 
cross , Ga . ,  (1166) , 1958 : 2 . ] 
5244 . (What do you do to make him 
come back? ) 

Take de righ t-foot shoe on a Thursday mawnin ' an ' burn i t  in yore f irep lace . 
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individual b e  j es '  lak dat train movin ' place tuh p lace , dat ship go frum place 
to place . Dat pus son move dat same way . 

(You ' d have to move away . ) ( Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 18 , DoatoP Nelson) , s ee 
p . 2260) , 6 09 : 1 . ] 

5252 . Well , now , if yo ' wan ' a pers on tuh leave , 
' is shoe . Take one o f  ' is shoes an ' take it tuh de 

say leave town ,  yo ' kin take 
ra ilroad an ' turn de shoe de 

GRAVEYARD DIRT 3 PINCHE S - IN MAN ' S HAT - CALL HIS NAME 
AFTER TRAIN RUNS OVER IT - ON RAIL WHERE YOU PUT IT 

way de train ' s  comin ' , 
de way yo ' want ' em tuh 
go .  An ' when de train 
runs ovah dat , yo ' call 

' is name an ' have some 
shoe an ' s l ip da t shoe 
ovah de shoe , an ' he ' s  

(You don ' t put that 
rails ? )  

graveyard dirt. An '  j is '  drop three p inche s down in ' is 
on de railroad an ' de train will run , yo ' know , hit runs 
wit dat [ train ]  crew . Yes sir , dat will los e him. 
on the rail , you j us t put that on t he track?  Between the 

Yeah on de track - NO ,  PUT IT ON DE RAIL ! 
(Oh ! the train actually runs over it . )  
Yes sir , runs ovah it . 
(Either shoe is  all righ t ? ) 
Don ' make any di ff ' rence . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (j ust b efore No . l 240) , 2104 : 4 . ] 
5 2 5 3 . If  dat man worries yuh an ' yuh don ' t wan ' dat man , an ' make him let yuh 

alone . Yuh t ake his shoe , his lef ' shoe , an ' go tuh de railroad where a aarbox 

( 3 )  LEFT SHOE - BOXCAR 
at an ' tack i t  on de aarbox , an ' j es '  as long as dat 
train carry dat shoe , dat man ' l l  walk j es ' de same . 
Jes ' as far as dat aarbox goe s , de shoe goe s .  

(What is a aarbox? One o f  tho se flat ( open ] cars? ) 
Yes . [A carbox is a boxcar . ]  [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7.2 ) , 15 7 3 : 6 . ] 
5254 . An '  den de nex ' ques tion yo ' kin do wi t a fellah ' s shoes .  Yo ' kin 

take shoes an ' nail ' em on de carbox [b oxcar ] ,  de train yo ' know on de rail
road t racks . Yo ' nail ' em  on dere an' yo ' suppo sed tuh go until yo ' ke tch up 

wit de shoe s .  

IF YOUR SHOES ARE NAILED TO A BOXCAR 
YOU GO UNTIL YO ' KETCH UP WIT DE SHOES 

(Which track do you take and throw 
over your le f t  shoulder ? )  
Yore left- foo t track , 
(What about the shoe , the le f t  foo t ? )  
Ah mean de lef ' -foot dirt , from undah 

de dirt . But if yo ' want me tuh go an ' keep a- gain ' ,  t ake both of mah shoes an ' 
put ' em on de railroad track , on de tra in . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , l526 : 6 . ] 

5 255 . Take de lef ' -foot shoe an '  carry i t  an ' nail  it  on a aarbox , on a train 
yo ' know , an ' dat will make da t fe llah leave , leave from roun ' dat pahtic ' lah 
p lace . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 4 3 ) , 279 3 : 7 . ] 

5256 . I f  dey wanted yo ' tuh leave heah an ' didn ' t wan ' chew tuh come back 
heah , dey c ould take some of yore ole shoes or somp in or ' nothah an ' put it un

( 4 )  NAME ON SHOE 
dah a boxcar , but he supposed tuh have yore name in da t 
shoe . An ' j es '  lak he says tuh da t boxcar - well , when 
dat train leave ma s '  likely yo ' ll gi t uneasy . Yo ' go in ' 

git fixed tuh gi t tin ' r eady fo ' gain ' yo ' sel f . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189 ) , 2009 : 14 . ] 
525 7 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s shoe s an ' git chew a bran ' -new nail 

(5) � an ' put in dem shoe an ' put ' em in a boxcar , yo ' know , lak when yo ' 
j ump de b ox car dat be ' s  heah . When dey done been unload in ' yo ' see , 

an '  j es ' wai t in '  on de train tuh come in heah . Jes ' throw one on heah an ' one on 
dere . Ah don ' t know whethah it ' s  de le f ' shoe or not , but ah be lieves it be de 
lef ' shoe dat chew take . Well , EVAHBODY ALWAYS BELIEVES ON DE LEF ' WHEN DEY DOES 
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ANYTHIN ' . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 24 ) , 2569 : 10 . ] 
5 25 8 .  Shoe? Dey kin make yuh travel wit yore shoes . 
(How would they do that? ) 

2811 

Yuh kin take a person ' s lef ' - foot shoe an ' take any outgoin ' frei&ht train , 
out of  town ,  an ' j es '  wai t until  dat man b lows dat whistle . An '  make a wish wit 
dat shoe tuh ' is destruction . An ' j es '  as de train passes - j es '  lak it ' s  pas�in' 
by lak dat - j es '  throw dat shoe on dere , an ' let dat t rain carry dat shoe off . 

(I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . ,  (883) , 1454 : 1 . ] 
5 25 9 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey kin take yore shoe an ' run yo ' off . Ah ' ve heard 

dey could take yore lef ' -foot shoe an ' put nine needles  in yore lef ' -foot shoe , 

( 6 )  9 NEEDLES - POINT S  FORWARD - LEFT FOOT 
an ' take dat lef ' - f o o t  shoe an '  
p u t  it  on a tra in an ' dat will 
run yo ' off . 

(Where would they put those nine needles ,  in the shoe? )  
Yo ' would st ick dose  nine needles wit de point goin ' farward . 
(Forward , that ' s  toward the toes . Well , wouldn ' t  the person see those needles 

in the shoe? )  
Aw , ah thought chew meant wit de ole shoes , d e  discarded shoe . 
[ D iscarded shoes are used . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 116) , 1 7 90 : 4 . ] 
5 2 6 0 . Yo ' kin take de right- foot shoe of  a man, if yo '  won ' t want tuh be 

bothahed , an ' yo ' take table salt an ' a pod of  red peppah - no t li ' le brown pep

( 7 )  RED PEPPER POD AND SALT 
pah , de red pepp ah . Go tuh a train where a box
car an ' tack it up dere an ' dat party will leave . 
Or yo ' kin do de same thin ' an ' carry i t tuh de 

rivah an ' put dat shoe in any watah dat ' s  runnin ' an ' he will leave . Dat is true , 
also . [Little Rock , Ark . , (88 7 ) , 146 2 : 8 . ] 

5261 . Well , yo ' kin take yore shoes - j es '  lak if yo ' got a pair o f  shoes an ' 
yo ' wan ' a  run anybody away from roun ' heah , yo ' kin take dose shoes an ' drop ' em 

(8) RUNNING TRAIN 
in a freight train runnin ' .  Jes ' as long as dat freight 
train is  travelin ' , yo ' ll have tuh travel . Well , yo ' kin 
take a woman ' s sock or a man ' s sock an ' carry it an ' put 

it in de freight train an ' keep ' em goin ' - so it  sweat in it , yo ' know , j e s '  
enough t o  keep i t  hard . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1308 ) , 2212 : 3  & 15 . ]  

5 26 2 .  Put i t  on a freight train an ' as dat train run , yo ' know yo ' be tryin '  
tuh keep up wit dem shoes . Yo ' ll be runnin '  where dem shoes is . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 4 9 ) , 1 5 30 : 17 . ] 

5 26 3 .  Yeah , take de shoes o f f . Well , if yo ' don ' want me tuh stay here in 
d is town , ah ' m  dis turbin ' yo ' some way - yo ' p rob ' ly j is '  don ' lak me . Yo ' git 
hold o f  mah shoe , eithah one , don '  make any diff ' rence . Take mah shoe an ' go 

( 9 )  POINTED DIRECTION TRAIN WILL GO 
TOE OF SHOE ON BOXCAR 

down tuh a railroad p lace at de ab sence 
of de men . Tack it on de aarbox [box
car ] , undahstan ' .  
(Absence o f  the what? ) 

Absence of  de men - no one kin see yo ' .  Undahs t an ' ?  Lay it on dat aarbox wit 
de toe pointed down-lak - j is '  point i t  down de rai l .  An ' dat train leave dere , 
nobody know where or whut yo ' did . I t  j is '  take dat shoe off dere . Ah ' ll [ if 
it  is my shoe ] nevah s t op . When or whut dat dey move dat car , why ah be tryin ' 
tuh gi t dat  [ shoe ] . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 7 6 ) , 107 0 : 1 . ] 

5264 . I f  yuh ' d  find any of  dere ole shoes out dere , git ' em  an ' bury dem 
on de railroad wit de feet turned - de toe turned whutevah way yuh wan ' ' em tuh 

(10) TOE OF SHOE BURIED IN RAILROAD BED - POINTS DOWN TRACK 
go . [Vicksburg , 
Mis s . ,  (between 
No . 744 and 7 4 7 ) , 
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1015 : 2 . ] 
5 265 . Put 'im on a t:roave Zin ' 

s tance] , an ' af tah yuh done wore 
:rooute . Takin ' de shoe fer instan ' [ for in-
it awhile , take it an ' tack up undah a boxcar -

(11)  UNDER BOXCAR - SHOE NAILED UP S IDE DOWN 
cuz dat train travels . See , 
dat train travels an ' yore mind 
prakly [ practically ]  travels 

j is ' lak yuh were on it . [New Orleans , La . , (816) , 1155 : 4 . ] 
5266 . Git a fellah shoe dat he been ' custom tuh weahin ' . Take dat inside 

sole outa dat shoe an ' yo ' tack it up undah a boxcar , or yo '  would fo ' ce it down 

( 12 )  UNDER BOXCAR - INS OLE OF SHOE NAILED 
OR FORCED INTO COCONUT - THROWN INTO RIVER 

in a coconut . Shet [ shut ] 
de coconut up an ' put some 
turpentine wit it , tro ' i t  
i n  d e  rivah an ' leave it 

drif ' down de s tream. As it dri f '  down de stream , his min ' will git - regard
less tuh whut j ob he got , he ' ll s tart tuh driftin 1  an ' leave away from de place 
dat ' s  he [ that he ' s ] ' custom tuh be . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1560) , 2852 : 7 . ] 

5267 . Take de sole , out chure shoe an ' dey kin take dat little p iece [ insole ] 
an ' dey kin take it an ' drive it into a tree an ' run yo '  crazy wit it . 

TREE - INSOLE OF LEFT SHOE DRIVEN INTO 
(The sole [ insole ] of either shoe or 
both shoes ? )  
Yore left shoe where yo '  have yore 

trouble at . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . ,  (1018) , 1648 : 3 . ] 
5268 . Well , dey kin git yuh shoes . Dey will git  a li ' le p iece of  de innah 

sole out of ' em,  j is '  outa eithah one of ' em .  An ' take dat innah sole an ' carry 

TURPENT INE 10-15 DROPS - ON INSOLE - BURY 
OWNER OF INSOLE WILL HAVE ALL SORTS OF PAINS 

it an ' use turpentine on it ; may
be ten or f ifteen drops , not undah 
ten an ' not ovah fif teen . Take it  
an ' put it in a tobacco can or 

snuffbox . Git dat an·' bury it , j is ' keep i t  buried dere . An 1 YO ' LL BEGIN TUH 
TAKE PAINS IN YUH ANKLES AN '  KNEES ,  JIS ' AS LONG AS DAT ' S BURIED , JIS ' LAK YO ' 
WUS A MAN WIT DE RHEUMATI SM. YO ' LL BE DOWN IN YUH ANKLES AN' YUH KNEES , AN '  
FINELY [FINALLY ] IT WORK ON UP IN YUH HIPS , AN '  WORK ON THROUGH YUH BODY . IT ' LL 
WORK ALL OVAH YO ' .  IT ' LL GIT YO ' IN SICH A CONDITION DAT YO ' LL HAVE DE STIFF
NECK AN' EVAHTHIN '  ELSE . [Vicksburg,  Miss . ,  ( 756) , 1034 : 5 . ] 

5269 . I f  de boss fire yuh - yeah , he fired yuh . Yuh goes tuh ' im an ' ast 
1 1m  fo ' a j ob ag ' in ,  once mo ' ,  an ' he says , "No . "  Yuh say ,  "Well , ah been work

TURPENTINE AND DIRT INSIDE SHOE OF BOS S  
in ' mighty faithful fo ' yuh an ' yuh ' s  
no t treat in '  me right . "  Sompin lak 
dat .  Gi t chew some spirits turpentine 

an ' if yuh kin git tuh ' is shoe or sompin lak dat , his right shoe - if yuh kin 
ketch ' im wit ' is shoe o ff sometime , rub it on de bottom of ' is shoe , yuh know . 
An ' take a li ' le dus t dere from de bot tom o f  ' is shoe an ' mix wit some turpentine 
an ' put it in a li ' le can . An '  stop it up an ' carry it an ' bury it undah yore 
do ' step . An '  yuh got a j ob wit ' im r ight on . Yes sir , yuh git de j ob back . 

TYIN ' YORE LUCK BACK IN DE HOUSE 
2 HOLES MADE IN LEFT-FOOT SHOE 
TIE TOE BACK TO HEEL WITH WI RE  

BURN IN CENTER OF FLOOR 

[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1043) , 1692 : 10 . ] 
5270 . Take yore left-foot shoe an ' git chew 
a piece of wire - don ' t  git no s tring , see . 
An ' t ie - put two li ' le holes in de shoe , yo ' 
undahs tan ' ,  an ' tie it back tuh yo ' .  Always 
tie de toe part back tuh de heel part , yo ' 
undahstan ' . 
(With the wire? )  

Yessuh ,  an ' dat bring in luck from de do ' .  Tie it r ight in de middle of de flo ' 
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[a  quincunx , see p . 710]  it ' s  comin ' in de do ' . An ' den take an' put a little 
coal oil on it an ' set it afiah an ' burn it up . But let it  gon ' a be a ole shoe , 
now - j is '  about wo ' [worn ] out , chew undahstan ' ,  an ' do [work] wit it . Dat ' s  
luck . Dat smoke will go an ' stay up in de wall . 

(What do you do with that shoe then? ) 
Aftah it burn up - it j is '  burn up - it ' s  luck in yore house . Ah done tried 

dat . 
(Won' t it  leave some ashes on the floor or something of  that sort? )  
Whut li ' le ashes be lef ' on de flo ' , ah take mah shovel - don ' nevah throw it 

outdo ' s  - ah take an ' throw it in mah cookin ' stove . 
(You burn this on the shovel ? )  
Nahsuh [no sir ] , ah burns i t  in de middle o f  de flo ' - see , comin ' intuh de 

do ' .  But ah takes mah shovel an ' take dat ashes up an ' put it in mah cookin ' 
s tove . Ah don ' t nevah throw it out yo ' undahstan ' - out de house . 

(What do you burn the shoe on , to keep · the house from burning down? ) 
Ah burn it  on a piece of tin .  
(That wire will hold the t o e  of the shoe back to the heel ? )  
Yessuh .  Throw dat shoe back dis way an ' dat smoke will go right straight up , 

see . 
(When you t ie it with that wire , why do you tie it ? )  
Why dat tyin ' yore Zuck back in de house .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (952) , 1538 : 6 . ]  
5271 . [ In the preceding rite and thi s one we have an obj ect bent together 

before it is tied together . To bend, like to twist , is not a common magic rite . ] 
Ah heard it  said dat yo ' could 

TIE BENT LEFT SOLE TOGETHER - BURY UNDER STEPS take de sole o f  de lef ' foot of 
a man ' s shoe an ' tie it in de 

middle - buckle it [ before tying ] - an ' bury it tuh de steps an ' dat ' ll keep ' im 
comb ined [bent up and tied, either to keep him home , or to cripple him . ] 

(How do you mean , buckle the shoe ?  The outs ide sole you mean? ) 
Yes , j es '  take de sole an ' , yo ' know , refold de sole lak dat [bend it to

gether ] an ' tie it , tie it real tight . Yeah , de out side sole - de one , j es ' 
since he walked on it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384 ) , 2159 : 11 . ] 

52 7 2 .  He turned it bot tomside upwards in de house 
UPSIDE DOWN - SHOE TURNED when his wife lef ' . Well , his wife lef ' ' im  one 

Monday mawnin ' an ' he turnt dat shoe up dat Monday 
aftahnoon when he came in , an ' in about 24 hours aftah he turnt dat shoe up she 
came back ; but now tuh whut [ else ]  he done wit dat shoe • • • •  

(Which shoe was it ? )  
It wuz de lef ' shoe , ah think . 
(How did he turn it up side down ? )  
He turned d e  sides r ight upwards lak dat , lak dey ' s comin ' intuh de hous e .  

She came right back . 
[While recording s topped , informant says something about a corner . ]  
(Which corner did he turn it up in? ) 
In de right corner , as yo ' comin ' in de do ' .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1027 ) , 

16 71 : 8 . ]  
5 273 . Dey will take yore shoe an ' bury it , turn it down bot tom upwards an ' 

bury it ,  see . It  will cuz yo ' tub lose yore mind . 
(Do they use either shoe or one of them or what ? )  
Yo ' kin use de lef ' foot . [ S t .  Petersburg,  Fla . , ( 1056 ) , 1716 : 4 . ] 
5274 . YO ' KIN TURN A SHOE DOWN UNDAH YORE BED , DAT IS , IF YO ' DREAMIN ' ,  AN '  

IT ' LL STOP YO ' FROM DREAMIN ' IN DE NIGHT . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (994) , 1606 : 6 . ] 
5 2 75 . An ' den ah heah dem say yo ' kin take dey shoes . Lak if a person run 
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off  from home an ' be runnin ' aroun ' , an ' yo ' don ' t wan ' ' em tuh do lak dat . Well 
yo ' take de shoes , both shoes an ' j es '  turn ' em down . Dey mo s ' ly has mo ' den one 
pair of shoes . Yo ' take de shoes an '  turn ' em down , yo ' know, wit de soles up , 
an ' dey say dat will make ' em s tay at home .  [Waycros s , Ga . , ·  ( 1148) , 187 1 : 5 . ] 

5 2 76 . We ll , yo ' could take a person ' s  shoe an ' dat will make ' em - take de 
shoe an ' keep it on its faae all de time , turned down right undah yore dressah 
or eithah de haid of yore baid , an ' dat will make ' em stay home . Dey won ' t be  
so  bad tuh run aroun ' . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1260) , 2139 : 11 . ] 

5 2 7 7 . An '  a man ,  tuh keep ' im from runnin ' aroun ' , yo ' kin t ake his lef ' 
foot shoes an ' keep it turned down in yore dirty-clothes box .  Keep it turned 
down in yore dirty-clothe s box an ' dat will keep ' im from runnin ' aroun ' . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , (1259) , 2138 : 11 . ] 

5 2 7 8 . Aw dey kin take yo ' shoes if dey wan ' chew tuh s tay home . Take yo ' 
lef ' -footed shoes an ' turn it  up s ide down . Oat ' s tuh make a man stay home an ' 
make a woman s tay. home .  

(Where do they put that shoe then? ) 
In de left cornah of yore house , ups ide down , de lef ' shoe . She got ' a  have 

more den one pair of shoes . [Charle ston , s .  Car . , ( 5 19) , 615 : 3 . ] 
5 2 7 9 . Ah ' ve heard of  ' em takin ' a man ' s lef ' shoe , if he ' s  away , an ' turnin ' 

dat shoe dcwn wit dat toe back in de house , an ' if h e ' s out he ' ll come back . Ah 
hear dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2813 : 3 . ] 

5 28 0 .  Jes ' lak yo ' wanted tuh be  lucky in keepin ' dis j ob at dis p lace . When 
evahone is gone , take off yore left shoe an ' turn it bo t tom upwards on de s tove 

UPSIDE DOWN - LEFT SHOE - 3 DROP S CINNAMON OIL - WI SH 
or somepin o f de kind . 
Use a lit tle tin pan , 
j es '  somep in dat wi ll 

keep from burnin '  yore shoe sole . An ' yo ' put two 
oil on de chair s . Git dese Ole Banum [ ? ] Tears . 

(You put some of these on this stove lid ? )  

or three drops of c innamon 

Put chure shoe - turn yore shoe bot tom upwards an ' burn dat on dere , an ' yo ' 
make yore wish concernin ' what chew want . If yo ' want s o  much money , an ' yo ' 
make yo re wish fo ' dis or dat . An ' it  may be if dis person s eem tuh be angry 
tuhward s  yo ' ,  or treatin ' yo ' indiff ' rent anyway , yo ' wish fo ' bet tah coopera
t ion. An ' yo ' burn dis an ' yo ' pos tively will  see a change . 

An ' if someone have dismissed yo ' from yore j ob ,  yo ' drop dese nine grains of 
spice in de bottle as ah have tole yo ' [ s everal days before in ano ther r ite ] . 

Now tuhmorrah when ah come ah can demons trate dat b e t tah tuh yo ' ,  j es '  how 
dat is done . An ' den all de times when yo ' meet these  par tic ' lah �eople , � 
wanta drof a drop or two on yore hands an 1 rub yore face before yo come in con
tact wit em. 

[Mrs . Brady , one o f  my contact people in Mobile was a capable woman familiar 
wi th the hoodoo-fortune telling world . I had interviewed her s everal days be
fore , but the recording being bad she had returned for another interview . ] 
[Mobile , Ala . , (000) , 965 : 5 . ]  

5281 . Den ag ' in yo ' could take 
Well , if she stay away an ' ah don '  

a shoe - j is ' lak yore ole lady leave yo ' . 
ca ' [ care ] how long she s tay , well yo ' take 

UPSIDE DOWN - AT FRONT DOOR - TOES POINTING IN 
MAN SETS DEPARTED WOMAN ' S SHOES 

AFTER RUBBING IN THEM HIS RIGHT HAND UNTIL HOT 

her shoe . An ' IT ' S  REALLY 
SIMPLE . Yo ' don ' have tuh do 
so much tuh da t but rub yore 
han ' s  in it . Rub yore han ' 
until it git  ho t ,  yore right 

han ' , an ' set ' em intuh de do ' , tuh de front do ' ,  an '  turn ' em up . See . Well , 
de nex ' day she ' ll be home or else dat night . She cain ' t stay . 
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(How do  you turn those shoe s  up ? )  
Yo ' have tuh turn ' em up , yo ' see . Aftah rubbin ' yore han ' well , yo ' turn 

' em up an ' have each one of ' em on each cornah of de do ' ,  j is ' lak dis do ' heah 
[ demons trate s ] . 

(The toe is pointing out of the house like that ? )  
De toe in . 
[ The toe was pointing out because I was on the opp osite s ide o f  the table and 

demons tration . ]  
(Why is tha t ? ) 
Wel l dat ' s  f o '  
5 28 2 .  Yo ' kin 

tuh tuh walk right on in . [Algiers , La . , (1594) , 299 6 : 6 . ]  
take a person ' s  shoes , if yo ' in love wi t ' em ,  an ' call dere 

name three t ime s . An '  turn i t  undah de bed where yo ' sleep at , an ' sleep ovah 

UP S IDE DOWN - WOMAN TURNS OWN SHOES 
UNDER HER S IDE OF BED 
CALLS HI S NAME 3 TIMES 

it an ' dat person ' ll come tuh yo ' .  
(You turn that  o ther person ' s  shoes up
s ide down under your own b ed ? )  
Mah own shoes . Jes ' lak i f  ah wuz in love 
wi t a man an ' ah wanted tuh see him .  Ah 

turn mah shoes - j e s '  right foo t , turn it down undah de baid where ah sleep an ' 
call de name three t imes . An ' dey ' d  come . DO DAT EVAH NIGHT UNTIL DEY COME . 

UPS IDE DOWN - SALTPETER AND MOLASSES IN SHOE 
TURN AROUND 7 TIMES - MAKE A WISH 

[Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (113 3 ) , 1 8 38 : 3 . ] 
5 2 8 3 . I ' ve heard o f  p eop le takin ' 
sal tpetah and mo las ses and put t ing 
it in a shoe and turn it up s ide 

down , turn around s even t ime s and make a wish , and whatever tha t is it  will come 
agains t the one that owns the shoe . [ Freder icksburg , Va . , (44) , by Ediphone . ]  

WATER , RUNNING - SHOES INTO 
5284 . Yo ' take a shoe , de left shoe , an ' carry it  
tuh a s tream o f  watah . Take it an ' throw i t  in a 
s tream of wa tah an ' nevah look back . Nevah look 

back at it an ' he ' d  go de same way . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (115 7 ) , 1928 : 5 . ] 
5285 . Throw de lef ' shoe ovah dere lef ' shouldah ovah in de s tream an ' dat 

man will soon drift . [New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1136 : 1 . ] 
5 286 . Dey take yore le ft-foo t shoes , de linin ' outa dat . Well , SOME PEOPLE 

IS LOW ENOUGH TUH TAKE IT TUH DE CEMETERY or throw it in runnin ' watah . 
(What do they do wi th it out at the cemetery ? )  
Dey buries i t .  
(All right , what will that do ? )  
Well , dat will j es '  keep yo ' l ingahin ' sick . 
(Then what about the running water ? )  
Well , de runnin ' watah , it  j es '  ke ep s yo '  foolish . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1217) , 

2069 : 3 . ] 
5 28 7 .  All right , yo '  kin take dey shoe an ' yo ' kin throw it in de rivah . 

Jis ' lak da t shoe goes away , dat ' s  how yo ' goes away .  Den yo ' kin take i t  an ' 
yo ' kin bury it . When it  rot tens , yo ' ro t tens away . Den yo ' kin take dat shoe 
an ' yo ' kin t ie it on de s ide of a train , an ' when dat train pull o f f  yo ' wonder s 
[wanders ] away . [Algier s ,  La . , (159 7 ) , 2853 : 7-9 . ] 

5 28 8 . Dey take de lef ' - f oo t  shoe an ' carry it  tuh any runnin ' watah an ' p lace 
i t  de  way yo ' want a person tuh go , an'  turn yore back an ' say , "Go . "  An ' yo ' 

WATER , RUNNING - SHOE IN - POINT TOE WAY TO GO - "GO ! "  
will go until dey go an ' 
take i t  up . I f  dey 
don ' t nevah take i t  

up , yo ' ll g o  unt il yo ' di e .  [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (144 7 ) , 26 25 : 5 . ] 
5289 . Dey take dat left shoe of yores an ' burn i t , an ' git de ashes an ' stop 

it  up , an ' put it  in runnin '  watah . Yo ' drown . 
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WATER , RUNNING - BOTTLED SHOE ASHES INTO 

(What do you stop it up in? ) 
S top i t  up in a bottle . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 4 2 ) , 1524 : 5 . ] 
5 290 . Dey kin hurt yo ' by burnin ' 
yore shoes .  

(What will tha t do to you if  they burn your shoes ? )  
Jes ' take de ashes an ' put dem in a bot tle an ' put i t  in watah , airt ight . 

DAT ' LL KILL YO ' IF YO ' DON ' GIT SOMEBODY TUH TAKE IT OFF YO ' . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 1508) , 2 6 7 6 : 7 . ] 

5291 . Den he ' ll take his left-foot shoe . 
foot  shoe an ' carry i t  tub a r ivah an ' t ie it  

Dat ' ll he ' p ,  too . Take his left
up in a rag an ' put a brick tub it 

WATER , RUNNING - LEFT-FOOT SHOE INTO - BRICK WEIGHTED 
an ' carry it tub a rivah 
an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  
(What will that do then? ) 

He can ' t s tay dere , he ' ll leave town . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1066) , 1 7 24 : 4 . ] 
5 2 9 2 . Heard dey could take yore shoes an ' dey cut a p iece outa each one of  

yore shoes . Cut a p iece outa de toe an ' a p iece outa de heel , an ' put chure 

WATER, RUNNING - D ITCH OF - TWO SHOES RESTING IN 
ONE BEHIND OTHER - HOLE IN TOE AND HEEL OF EACH 

right feet right behin ' de 
le f t  one , an ' set it in a 
t rench of runnin ' watah . An ' 
unless dey t ake de shoes outa 

dat runnin ' watah , yo ' won ' be able 
t inly [ continually ] tub travel . 

(You take both your shoes ? )  

tub come back home . Yo ' will have tub con-

An ' p lace one right befo ' de othah , an ' eithah a canal or a deep ditch o f  
runnin ' watah . Jes ' s e t  dem righ t  down in dere . PUT A HOLE I N  D E  TOE AN '  A 
HOLE IN DE HEEL , SO DAT DE WATAH KIN GO RIGHT ON THROUGH . [ This is  my only 
example of holes in toe and heel . ]  

· 

(The water runs right through the holes . That sends them away . )  [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , ( 145 8 ) , 2648 : 14 . ] 

5 2 9 3 .  They can take your shoes and carry ' em way back i n  the woods or swamp , 
or some place like that where they ' ll f ind running water , you know , and bury 

WATER, RUNNING - SHOES BURIED IN 
ONE POINTED EAST 2 OTHER WEST - WI SHES 

them.  And turn one eas t and one wes t ,  
and cause a person to linger . [No one 
can proceed in opposite directions at 
the same time . ] Or , it can kill them 

by it . But I don' t know what else they say , only no more than j us t  make the 
wishes . [ Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 401 : 9 . ] 

WATER ,  RUNNING - INSOLE WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT INTO 
5294 . Heard t ell of ' em 
takin ' de sole , de innah sole 
out de shoes . Take de innah 

sole ou t chure shoes an ' put it in 
runnin ' watah an ' run ' em wi t it -

runnin ' watah , put graveyard dirt wit dat in 
de innah sole out chure shoe . [ Fayetteville , 

N .  Car . , (145 2 ) , 263 7 : 2 . ] 
5 295 . Yo ' kin take an ' take a pers on ' s 

s tart walkin ' an ' dey j es '  walk a step an ' 
shoe an ' have it  fixed so dat he kin 
dey comes back . Well , dey j es '  go 

WATER , RUNNING - THROW INTO - SHOES 
FILLED WITH PARCHED RED PEPPER AND GOURD GUTS 

' head an ' take some dis red pep
pah an ' i t ' s  a gourd . Yo ' know 
des e  guts out de gourd dat be ' s  
ins ide of  a gourd , take hit an ' 

parch i t  up an ' take an ' put it  in dis  shoe . An ' throw dis shoe in runnin ' 
watah , an ' dat will fix a person so he j es '  go crazy an ' wandah ' way from home , 
an '  wandah an ' wandah . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 2 ) , 2 6 38 : 9 . ] 
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5296 . Eithah one of yo ' shoes ,  take de inside sole of dat shoe . He takes a 
knife an ' he ' ll c hip it up real f ine , an ' he ' ll take some sulphur an ' some black 

WATER , RUNNING - SPRINKLED ON 
INSOLE CHIPS - SULPHUR - BLACK PEPPER 

peppah , an ' he ' ll mix it all tuhge thah . 
Af tah he mix it tuhgetbah he ' ll take it 
an ' carry it tub a stream of watah dat ' s 
runnin ' . An ' he kin spr inkle de least 

bit of it  in dat sole an ' he cain ' t s tay nowhere . He start tub travel . He 
cain ' t be sa tisfied nowhere he goes . [ St .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (998) , 1614 : 7 . ] 

529 7 . He uses track , same ah tell yo ' tuh use tuh run a pers on o f f . Kin use 

de sweat out de bottom of yo '  shoe , lak yo ' us e de innah sole out de bottom o f  
yo '  shoe , yo ' know . Cain ' t have dat . Some people rathah have d e  track yo ' know . 

WATER , RUNNING - THROW INTO - BOTTLE WITH 
BOTTOM-OF-SHOE SCRAPINGS AND 3 INGREDIENT S 

3 NEEDLES - 3 P INS - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

(Like picking up your tracks . ) 
(What would she do with tha t  sweat 
out of the bot tom o f  your shoe ? )  
S crape dat out an ' put i t  in a li ' le 

li ' le graveyard dirt [ 3  ingredients ] yo ' 
wi l l  send de man away . 

bottle wit some needles an ' pins an '  
know an ' throw i t  in runnin ' watah . Dat 

(How many needles and pins does she put in there ? )  
Put three o f  each . [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , (518 , poator Nelson , see p . 2260) , 

6 11 : 12 . ] 
5 298 . You can take their shoes and 

and let the water run over them . Take 

carry them down to the river at noont ime 
them back and let them dry . On a full 

WATER , RUNNING - SHOE S TAKEN TO - NOONTIME 
LET THE WATER RUN OVER THEM - LET DRY 
ON FULL MOON REVISIT RIVER - CALL OWNER 

moon go down to this r iver , call , 
and keep calling them . And when 
they have them shoes on they ' l l 
walk into the river and drown them
s elve s . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( ? ) , 
by Ediphone . ]  
5 299 . Dey burn shoes fo ' luck . 

Dey ' d  j es '  take de shoe - lak dey ' d  have a fiah in de fiahplace - j es '  a ole pair 

WISHES MADE AS SHOE S BURN - KEEP TALKING TO THEM 
of shoes , an ' take an ' make yo ' 
a f iah . An ' take an ' put de 
shoes on top of  de f iah , an ' 

set da t [ shoes ] ovah dere an ' den make 
talkin ' tub ' em.  

yore wishe s . An ' as d e  shoes burns , keep s 

(That wi ll bring any kind of luck? ) 
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1420) , 2560 : 4 . ] 
5300 . Yo ' take de lef ' -foot shoe at twelve a ' clock at  night an ' yo ' make yore 

wish tuh de fo ' aornahs of de �orZd an ' pray - j es '  a prayah ahi Zd- Zak� in yore 

WISH TO FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD AT MIDNIGHT 
WHILE BURNING LEFT-FOOT SHOE WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 

SULPHUR - SUGAR - SODA 

� mannahs , see . Yore own way 
of prayin ' , s ee . Den if yo ' 
got anybody dat ' s  gone , why 
dey ' ll come tuh yo ' , Do dat 

PRAY SAME PRAYER 9 NIGHTS AT SAME TIME 

but yo ' pray dat same prayah fo ' nine times 
dat ' s tub br ing ' em home . 

(Do you pray nine times that same night 
Afterwards , Yo ' pray it one prayah dat 

night s . But yo ' only burn de shoe once . 
(But you only burn the shoe once . ) 

· One shoe at twelve a ' clock .  

nine times , pray dat prayer . 
Co ' s e yo ' burn de shoe once , 

at de same hour . Yo ' pray it an ' 

you burn the shoe or afterward s ? )  
night an ' j es '  pray i t  t ill nine 
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[A s eparate ri t e is now added to preceding one : ] 
Take dat shoe an ' yo ' kin put some sugah an ' soda an ' sulphur . Put it  in de 

heel an ' shake it tuh de toe , an ' push de shoe in de burnah , stove or heatah . 
Put de toe in f irs t an ' let it burn . Yo ' do dat about twelve a ' clock at night . 
Now, da t ' s  good . Dat ' s de  same thing . See , yo ' don ' have tub pray no nine t imes 
ovah dat . Jes ' do dat .  An ' dat ' s  tub b ring people . 

(You use ei ther shoe? ) 
De right foo t . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2815 : 2 . ] 
5301 . He kin take de inside sole o f  a woman ' s shoe an ' burn i t  - burn i t  into 

a powder . Beat it up fine an ' git chew same Heart Co logne an ' peppermint candy 

WOMAN ' S  INSOLE BURNED - THESE ASHE S WITH 
HEARTS COLOGNE - PEPPERMINT CANDY MELTED - RED PEPPER 

MAN WEARS IN HIS SHOE 

an ' mel t  it , lak yo ' use 
a syrup , melt it , take 
dem things an ' mix up in 
dat , an ' git chew some 
red peppah an ' wear i t  

in yore shoes .  Why h e  will git  ' er back . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042 ) , 1689 : 4 . ] 
5302 . If  a woman would wear a man ' s shoes - j es '  lak IF MAH WIFE WU S  TUH BE 

PERMITTED TUH WEAR MAR SHOES , dat , DAT WOULD PREVENT ME FROM ' SOCIAT IN ' ROUN ' 

WOMAN WHO WEARS MAN ' S SHOES 

HAS SUPERPOWER OVER OWNER 

WIT OTHAH WIMMIN . In othah words , SHE WOULD HAVE 
SOME SORT OF SUPAHPOWAH OVAH ME , if  she wore mah 
shoes . If  she wuz allowed tuh wear mah shoes , why 
she could manage me mo s '  any way she want s . In 

othah words ah ' d  be  subj ect tub her powah , if  she ' s al lowed tuh wear mah shoes .  
DERE ' S SO MANY SUPERST ITIONS ABOUT DAT , DEY [MEN ] WON ' ALLOW DERE WIFE S TUH WEAR 
DERE SHOES . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1374) , 2436 : 7 . ] 

( 6 )  • FOOT TRACK 

[This is the sixth and las t sub s ection of  SWEAT , one o f  the functions of the 
physical human body . The following rites once presupposed tracks largely made 
by bare feet which lef t  sweat and odo r  in the soil . For this reason , some of 
thes e rit es will also be found under s ec tion MURDER in volume 4 . ) 

5303 . Ah heard s ompin on dat line . Dey say yo ' could take an ' git chew Adam
an ' -Eve root  an ' High John de Conkah , s ee .  An' git chew some Hearts Co logne , dis 
[ j us t  a]  little - called Hearts Co logne - an ' take an ' put dis heah root on dis . 

ADAM-AND-EVE - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - HEARTS COLOGNE 
BURY UNDER CORNER OF HOUSE 

An ' evah t ime yo ' git ready 
tuh go out wit - git close 
tub ' ah [ her ] enough , in 
conversat ion s omewher e ,  an ' 

let ' ah [ her ] git de scent o f  dat . An ' i f  she come anywhere about chew , pick up 
' ah tracks see , an ' put ' em in a bag yo ' undahs tan ' .  

Take an ' put ' em in de sack yo ' see an ' take an ' bury ' em undah de cornah of 
yore house , an ' dat will keep ' ah love . Dat will make bah come dere all de  time . 
Jes ' s tay right roun ' yo ' .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , {1398) , 2516 : 22 . ] 

5304 . S ee , heah , when yo ' go an ' find a r ed ants nest ,  
ANT HOLE - FOOT TRACK IN dey make a big - j es '  a kinda hill of sand aroun ' it  

yo ' know , a ants nest . Well , j es ' lak if anybody in 
dis town dat chew want dem tuh leave heah fo ' good an ' nevah return no mo ' ,  yo ' 
pick up dere lef ' track from de toe an ' bring i t  back , an ' put it in dat ants 
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nest , an ' dey ' ll go . Dey won ' t nevah come back heah no mo ' .  
(They put the left-foot t rack from the toe to the heel into this ant s nes t , 

and that will make them move and leave town . ) 
Well ,  ah nevah have t ried it mahs elf - whut ah heah othah folks talkin ' ' bout 

it . 
If a person knowed anothah one an ' didn ' t lak ' em so gud [ good ) , well dey ' d  

want ' em s tay home [ s tay away ] . Wel l he wa t ch where he walk through in sand . 
Well , when ' is back turned he ' d  go an ' git  a lit tle sand out dere . Well , he ' d  
go den tuh a little ants  hole an ' put dat in dere , see . Well dat ant s , dey j es '  
totin ' sand all de time , s ee . Well he ' d  [ ants ] git hol t o f  dat , keep totin ' dat . 
Well ,  da t person he ' d  leave home , he j e s '  keep go in ' all de t ime , from one s tate 
tub ' nother . He can ' t let ' im s tay home none at all . 

(You take the sand from either of my tracks ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1288) , 2186 : 5 . ] 
5 305 . Whut ah know about separat in '  yo '  husban ' from yo ' if  yo ' ve j is '  tied 

up a man , sompin lak dat . Yo ' kin j is '  take his right foo t track . Yo ' see , i t ' s  
leavin ' yo ' an ' some time as he go out tuh de do ' an'  yores when yo ' is  comin ' back 

ANT BED - DROP INTO - CENTER OF MAN ' S RIGHT TRACK GOING 
CENTER OF WOMAN ' S LEFT TRACK COMING 

SAYING , " SEPARATE I AN '  HIM • • • IN DE NAME OF DE LORD • • •  " 

away from it . Yo ' s coop 
up ' is r ight foot track 
right in de middle , yo ' 
s ee , an ' den yores as 
yo ' turn back tuh go 

'way from him . Yo ' scoop up yore le f t  foot track . An ' yo ' take dat an ' carry 
it tub a red ants ' bed - b ig red ants ' bed - an ' yo ' tell dem red antses , say , 
"Separate I an ' him , I an ' So-an ' - so , ' In de Name o f  de Lord , dat we ' ll nevah 
have anything tuh do wit each othah any mo ' . ' " An ' ah do know dat tuh be true . 

(That is al l you do , j us t  put these tracks in that • • • •  ) 
Put dem t racks tuhgethah - j is '  take i t  in yo ' a lit tle p iece of  papah or 

sompin ,  yo ' know , dat chew won ' waste  it . An ' yo ' take it  t uh dis red an t s ' 
bed an ' j is '  spr inkle it  a s  yo ' talkin'  tuh ' em.  

(That ' s  all you have to do for that ? )  
Dat ' s  all yo ' have to do wi t dat . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 5 6 ) , 2128 : 2 . ] 
5 306 . [ HERE WE HAVE A TRIPLE WALKING-AWAY RITE : foot track i t s elf sugges t  

walking ; graveyard dirt urider the hous e  drives p er son away ; and ant dirt keep s 
a person running about like ant s . ]  Dem an ts - de dirt outa a an t s  bed an ' a 

p erson track an ' graveyard t rack . 
ANT DIRT - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

FOOT TRACK 
(Graveyard what ? )  
Graveyard t rack . 
(Dirt , you mean? ) 

Yes . We ll ah ' m  talkin '  about dirt . An '  throw i t  up undah de hous e an ' dat ' ll 
.ake dat person move - or will run ' em outa town . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , (1122) , 
1804 : 16 . ] 

5307 . Well , if ah wus wit a man an ' me an ' him d isagreed an ' couldn ' t  git 
along , why ah ' d  take his track . Reach an ' g i t  it , pull i t  tuh me . Take i t  a 

ART BED - GUNPOWDER AND TRACK IN - EXPLODE BY 10 A . M. 
certain t ime of de day , 
no t latah den ten a '  
c lock - not latah den 

�n. At ten a ' clock in de day ah ' d  go tuh a an ts b ed , take me some gunpowdah 
an' put it in dat ant s  bed , an ' take a ma tch an ' set it  af ire . Well , when da t 
scattah ,  he ' d  be gone . 

(What do you do with hi s foot track? ) 
Take dis gunpowdah an ' dis  track all mixed tuhgethah . 
(You didn ' t tell me tha t , you see . )  
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Yes sir , yo ' mix it tuhgethah an ' yo ' s et a match tub it , an ' it blow up . 
We ll , j es '  lak dat smoke goin' , da t fellah goin ' de same way . 

(You must blow this up in a ants bed ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 115 7 ) , 1928 : 2 , ] 
5 308 . She could take his track an ' she ' d  care [ carry ] it - take his track 

an ' she ' d  care it tuh a ant s bed , see .  She ' d  ke tch i t  in de middle , in de mid
dle of de foot , see . Jes '  one track ,  yo '  right foot . Dey would take it an ' 

ANT BED - LARD OR GREASE AND TRACK IN 
take j es '  dat much sand out frum [ from] 
undah his feet [ demons trate s ] . 
(Jus t a pinch . )  

She would take i t  an ' care it an ' put it in an ants bed , an ' p ut some lard wit 
i t an ' p�ace it intuh dat ants bed an ' leave it dere . An ' de mo ' dem ant s would 
s tir it up , de mo ' he ' d go . He ' d  leave town. [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1018) , 
1647 : 5 . ] 

5309 . Dey take a man ' s  track an ' put a little grease mixed up in it . Go tub 
a red ants nes t  an ' put it in dere . Jes ' lak dem ants is runnin '  an '  gwine , it 
will j es '  have dat man j es '  all stirred up all de time . But ah ain ' t nevah tried 
dat .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 135 9 ) , 2397 : 6 . ] 

5 310 . Tub separate a man an ' hi s wife or 
up d ere tracks . I f  yo ' want de man tuh come 

ANT NEST - PUT IN - MAN ' S  TRACK HEEL TO TOE 
WOMAN ' S TRACK TOE TO HEEL - SEPARATES THEM 

sompin lak dat , dey said yo ' take 
tuhwards yo ' an ' yo ' want de woman 

tub go from yo ' ,  yo ' take de man 
track from de heel comin ' tub de 
toes . Pull de heel dat way , see 
[ demons trates ] , An ' de woman , yo ' 

take dat sand a t  de toe an ' pull it - take it from yo ' .  Da t [ is ]  if de man wuz 
yore husban ' , an ' yo ' break him from ano thah woman dat way . 

(What do you do with that dirt ? )  
Yo ' take it an ' put i t  in a b ig ants nest .  
Dat ' s whut dey tel l me , put it  in a big ants nest . An ' when de ants take it 

an ' bring i t  out , an' carry it diff ' ren ' ways , dat ' s tearin ' de  min ' [mind ] 
apart , cuz one ant ' s comin ' disaway an '  de othah one comin ' de othah way . Dat 
will j es '  tear dere min ' apart . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 3) , 2 36 3 : 7 . ) 

5311 . I f  yo ' wan ' a git rid of ' em, don ' wan ' ' em come back tuh yore house , 
yo ' take up dere track , de lef ' foot track , an ' carry it tuh a b ig ole - where 

ANT BED - 9 MORNINGS - LEFT TRACK IN 
a lota b ig ole red antses ' bout lak dat . 
Ah heard dey s aid yo ' could take an ' 
carry it dere an ' put it intuh dat ants 

b ed .  Yo ' have tub go fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' drop a little bit o f  dat track intuh 
de ant b ed , an ' den yo ' really sure dat dey will not come back . Said dey will 
no t come back . [ Faye tteville , N. Car . , ( 1447 ) , 2625 : 1 . ] 

5 312 . I t ' s anothah thing .  Yo ' could take one dese great-b ig ants . Yo ' kin 
spot [ eas ily see ] it , yo ' know . I t  ain ' t none dese little-size ants , [ it is ] 

ANT - CENTER OF TRACK - BOTTLED - INTO RIVER 
one dese heah run by hitself all 
de time . Yo ' take one dem an ' git 
de middle of  somebody ' s  track , if 

yo ' wants tub run ' im ' way . An' yo ' put it intuh a bottle . An ' put dat ants in
tub it an ' carry it tub de rivah , an ' throw it ovahbo ' d an ' it will run ' im crazy . 

(How many ants do you put in that bottle ? )  
· 

One , j es '  one . Yo ' ain ' t goin ' see but one . Dere j es ' be one by itself all 
de t ime . 

(What color is it ? )  
It ' s  kinda b rown-spotted lookin ' ants , ' bout de colah o f  dat shade up dere . 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1224) , 2 082 : 5 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Roo twork - 282 1  

5 313 . Dey take yore tracks an ' dey don ' t  p ick it up from yo ' - [ I  mean ] dey 
don ' t pick it  up tuh yo ' , dey p ick it from yo ' .  Pick it from yo ' . An' dey take 

yore track an' put it intuh a j ar .  
ANTS 9 AND TRACK IN JAR - INTO RUNNING WATER An '  den dey says dey take it an ' 

. dey takes some antses , red antses , 
an '  put dat in dere an' s top it  up . An '  aftah dey s top it up , dey takes it an '  
carries it tuh some runnin ' watah , an ' cas t i t  intuh de runnin ' watah an ' dat ' l l 
s tart chew tuh goin ' . See de idea? 

(Now what d o  you mean they take this track up from you ? )  
Take i t  up from yo ' lak dis [ demonstra te s ] . 
(You s tar t at the heel and take it  up like that . Both tracks ? )  
Take it up from yo ' - j est  one , dat ' s  de right track . Dey put nine big red 

antses intuh yore track . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (99 2) , 1600 : 2 . ] 
5314 . Well , yo ' take a person track . Yo ' put a person track wit salt , b lack 

peppah an '  yo ' put it down in dat dirt daubah ' s  nest - ah mean dat antses nest . 

ANT NEST : SALT - BLACK PEPPER - TRACK 

totin ' dat s tuff an ' dey b e  wavahin ' 
will keep ' em on a wave j es '  lak dat 
(1396) , 2513 : 10 . ] 

An '  dem antses goes - yo ' see dem ants es 
goin ' in an ' out of de nes t .  Dey be 
goin ' an ' totin ' dir t an ' stuf f . Dey be 

[wavering ] j es '  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  It 
goin ' an ' comin ' . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 

5315 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s track - take yore han ' an ' ketch it from de 
toe an ' b r ing it tuh de heel . Put some salt an ' red p eppah wit it an ' some sul

ANT NEST : SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - TRACK 
WI SH - THREE HIGHEST NAMES 

phur . Mix it up very good . Take 
it tuh a ants nest an ' po ' it in 
dere an ' make yore wish In de 
Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' 

Ho ly Ghos t ,  an ' dey ' ll leave . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2239 : 9 . ] 
5 316 . Ah g i t  yore lef ' - feet track an ' yore frien ' lef ' -feet track , take it 

tuh a ant s  nes t  • • •  Ah would take some red peppah an ' some black p eppah an ' some 

ANT NEST : SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - TRACK - NAME 
sal t , an ' call de 
person name , an ' 
throw it  in dere . 

An '  he ' ll [ the ants  will ] tote i t  evah bit  out . An ' when he g it through totin ' 
it evah b i t  out ,  why yuh an ' yore frien ' will have a b ig row , an ' yuh ' ll  have tuh 
leave yore home . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 28 2 ) , 197 : 6 . ] 

5317 . Yo ' take d i s  dirt from de track an ' mix up some sugah wi t it , an ' den 
yo ' f in ' a ant bed . Yo ' evah see dose big red ant bedS ? Wel l yo ' put it in dat 

ANT NEST : SUGAR - TRACK 
ant bed . Fix dat dirt  all up in da t red ant bed an ' -
ah mean dir t . Well , af tah dose ants  is workin ' on ' i� 
dey keep dat par ty goin ' , keep ' im go in ' from one place 

tuh ano thah . Red ant s , now.  No t  do s e  b lack an ts . What ah call dese b ig red 
ant s .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (604) , 7 83 : 2 . ] 

5 318 . Pi ck up de track an ' mix sugah wit it an ' put it  in a ant bed . An ' 
evah time dem ants git tuh workin ' , dey work dat track up an ' s tuf f . Don ' care 
vhere yo ' is  yo ' go t ta go . 

(That is  to s end you away ? )  
Yes sir . 
(You mix sugar with that track? ) 
Mix sugah wit it , s o de ants ga in ' work i t . Yo ' know de ants goin ' be aftah 

de sugah . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  ( 1 201) , 2018 : 4 . ] 
5319 . Now yo ' take a red ant s  b ed .  Yo ' kin take sugah an '  a person t rack an ' 

carry it an ' put i t  in dat ants bed an ' make yore wishes . If yo ' wanted ' em tuh 
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love yo ' , dey ' ll love yo ' ;  an ' if  yo ' want ' em tuh go ,  yo ' kin fix it  an ' make 
yore wishes an ' dey ' ll go . Mix it  up wit dere track , wit sugah . Dat sugah ' s 

got ta eat up [ penetrate ] all dat sand though 
ANT HOLE : SUGAR - WISHES - TRACK whut chew take up , an ' see , dem ant s will tote 

dat sugah intuh dat hole . An '  when dey eat 
dat sugah out f rom dat track , he go , too ; i f  yo ' want him tuh go . He [ ant ]  goin ' 
throw dat sand out an ' when he throw dat sand out , he [man ] gone . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1206) , 2036 : 11 . ] 

5 32 0 .  Ah heard da t yo ' could take a person ' s track an ' drop it  in a b ed o f  
red ants an ' dose ant s would come . An '  dey [ you] take little b i t  of crumbs of  

dat  [ tra ck] an ' ro ll dat . 
ANT BED :  FOOT TRACK IN - TELL ANTS TO CARRY AWAY Jes ' roll dem crumb s an ' put 

' em intuh dat track an ' drop 
dat track , an ' tell dem ants tuh take it an' go away evah which way . Don ' t care 
whut dey do wit it , it wouldn ' t  do de person any good , ' cuz dey ' d [ they would ] 
have tuh go an ' dey ' d be always goin ' . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1419 ) , 2554 : 4 . ] 

5321 . Mah husban ' an ' ah weren ' t git tin ' along so good , an ' somebody tol ' 
[me ]  how tuh git  rid of  i t . Take his lef ' track . Don ' t pull tuhward s yo ' ,  

p ull goin ' from yo ' .  An ' git a red ants nes t ,  
ANT NEST : DROP IN LEFT TRACK dese great big ants . Yo ' git dis track an ' yo '  
TELL ANTS WHAT YOU WANT DONE po ' it in dis ants nest . An ' den , if [you ] wan ' 

' im tuh go away , yo ' tell tuh go away .  Or whut
somevah yo ' wan ' ' im tuh do , yo ' talk tuh i t . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (310) , 
2 36 : 4 . ] 

5 322 . Well , g i t  his track - git nine track comin ' tuhwards yo ' an ' git  it  
an '  put i t  wi t some red ant s  nes t - in de red ants  nest , an ' some salt in it . 
An ' s tir i t  roun ' an ' talk tuh de red ants an ' tell it whut chew want done , 

work an ' all , an ' he ' ll come 
ANT NEST : POUR ON 9 FOOT TRACKS - TALK TO ANTS back . 

(That is to  bring the man 
back? You get nine tracks as he is coming toward you? ) 

Yes . 
(Just one track r ight after the other , I see . ) [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1364) , 

2408 : 11 . ] 
532 3 .  An ' take a apple , a large-s ize apple , an '  bo ' a hole out o f  it . An ' 

in bo ' in '  [boring ] de ho le out o f  it , pick up de hollah track
. 

[ hollow or center 
of the t rack ] of a person ' s feet . An ' yo ' kin carry it tuh a rivah or s t ream 

an ' throw in . Dey ' d leave . 
APPLE : TOP IT - TRACK IN - RESTORE TOP - RIVER (What do you do with that track 

as you pick it up ? )  
Take i t  an ' put i t  in de hollah o f  dat apple , where yo ' cut de hole out , an ' 
place de top back on dere . An ' throw it in de rivah an ' don ' t evah look back . 
An ' de p erson will leave home . 

(Put the top on the apple again and throw the apple into the water ? )  
Yes . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1268) , 214 7 : 1 . ] 
5324 . If yo ' know it ' s  yore husban ' s  track - yo ' see ' im when he make dat 

track [ as he leaves home ] , she kin go dah [ there ] an ' git de dirt out de hollah 
o f  ' is fee t . Jis ' pull 

ARMP IT - SHE WEARS IN - HI S DEPARTING TRACK AND SALT de dirt back tuh ' er out 
de hollah dat feet ovah 

de heel . Bo t '  of ' em. An ' take it home , yo ' know , an ' put i t  in a bag , an ' put 
some salt wit it - nuthin but sal t . Make de bag strong enough , an ' wah [wear ] 
it r ight undah ' er right ahm.  An ' dey say he ' ll come back , straight back home . 
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[ Baltimore ,  Md . ,  ( ?  informant from Char lot te , Va . ) ,  37 : 5 . ] 
5325 . Dat is about a girl ,  yo ' know.  Take dis g irl out yondah [ yonder ] an ' 

yo ' wan ' a  go wit ' er .  Yo ' kin take huh track an ' take a teaspoon fulla de sand 

ASAFETIDA - SULPHUR - FOOT TRACK : 3 . INGREDIENTS 
TIED I N  BLACK CLOTH - WORN IN POCKET 7 OR 9 MORNINGS 

outa huh track an ' a tea
sp oon fulla sulphuh an ' a 
little ball of asafitidy . 
An '  tie it up in a black 

clo th an ' put it in yore po cket , an ' weah it  in dere fo ' ' bout nine mawnin ' s -
eithah seven mawnin ' s .  [ They ] say she ' d  come tuh yore house . But yo ' j es '  keep 
i t  in dere de ninth mawnin ' . But [ they ] say aftah seven mawnin ' s yo ' d  make good 
wit ' uh .  An ' j es '  weah dere unt il de ninth mawnin ' an ' yo ' ll have ' uh den . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1479 ) , 2 6 58 : 10 . ] 

5326 . Dey kin hurt chew wit yore foot track . 
(How would they do that ? )  
How would dey do i t  wi t yore foo t track ? Dey kin even take up de dirt dat 

wuz undah yore foot  tracks . Bring dat d ir t  up an ' put i t  an ' keep it  dere in 

ASHES - ON FULL MOON - STOPPED UP WITH TRACK 
a p lace . An ' dey could put a 
lit tle ashes on yore - on dat 
dir t . An ' dey take dat an ' 

dey ' d  have yo ' so  yore fee t would take 
(That all they ' d do ? )  

de ee t ch [ it ch ] . 

Oh , yeah . Dey take it  from dere .  Dey got ta git dat ashes a t  de ful l  o f  de 
moon . See , if dey git  dat ashes when de moon is weak , i t  won ' t  do yo ' nuth in . 

(Well , what do they do with that ashes [ and ] with that [ track ] ? Then what do 
they do ? )  

Stop i t  up . Dey got ' a  s top i t  up . Dat ' s goin ' tuh give yore foo t  de eetch . 
Oat ' s  when dey wan ' a  fix yuh so yuh can ' t  walk . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 7 ) , 
1405 : 4 . ]  

5327 . Git chure track - yes ,  
An '  den [ they] say yo ' back back 

BACKWARDS 9 STEPS - WISH 9 TIMES 
BOTTLED TRACK IN PILLOW 

git chure foot track an ' take an ' b o t tle it  up . 
nine s tep s ,  an ' den turn roun ' an ' make three 

wishes . Say an ' yo ' make dem three wi shes , den 
yo ' handle ' em lak yo ' want . 
(You can handle them anyway you want to . What 
do they do with tha t bot t le ? ) 

Dey takes an ' put s chure track in dat bot tle . 
(Yes , but what do they do with the track then in the bottle ? )  
Back back nine s t ep s . 
(No , wha t  will finally happen to that bo t tle? ) 
Say dat bottle will turn purpole [ purp le ] an ' say dat will s tart tuh workin ' 

in dere . I t ' ll star t  tuh workin ' in dere . An ' say yo ' should make nine wishes  
[ ins tead o f  former three ] .  Yo ' make nine wishes an ' what somevah yo '  wish , it  

will [ happen ] . Keep bo ttle sewed up  in  p i llah [ p illow ] . [Mob ile , Ala . , (654 ) , 

BAG - TRACK IN - INTO RUNNING WATER 

down de s tream de way de rivah run . 
go dat dis tant . Yo ' would have tuh 
[Savannah ,  Ga . , (1261) , 2140 : 19 . ] 

856 : 1 . ] 
5 3 2 8 . Dey take yore foo t track an ' put it  
in a little bag ,  s ee . Throw i t  in de rivah 

An ' fur as de rivah carry dat , why yo ' would 
leave dat place wheresomevah yo ' wus at . 

5 3 29 . Ah heard of a person kin be walkin ' along an ' a 
tra ck , an ' put it in a papah bag or e ithah sew i t up in a 
runnin '  watah an ' put i t  in , an ' it ' ll cuz dat person tuh 

person kin take yore 
rag , an ' carry it tuh 
go - j es ' keep goin ' . 

[Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1133 ) , 1838 : 1 . ] 
5330 . Dey kin take de foo t track an ' put it in a bag an ' throw it in runnin ' 
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watah , an ' dat ' ll make ' em have a ramb Zin ' mind an ' leave from away [ leave away 
from here ] - continue tuh travel . 

(Ei ther foot track? ) 
De right  foo t track . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1523) , 2 7 15 : 12 . ] 
5 3 31 .  Take yore foo t  tracks an ' put i t  intuh a bottle intuh some quick

silvah - use a black bott le - an ' throw it  over yore [ shoulder ] intuh de rivah • • •  
as long as dat bot

BLACK BOTTLE - QUICKS ILVER AND FOOT TRACKS IN - INTO RIVER 
tle drift , yo ' ll 
dr ift , too . [ New 
Orleans , La . ,  (830) , 

BLACK RUNNING WATER - FOOT TRACK IN RED FLANNEL 

in ' dis way an '  co ' s e 
[demonstrates ] .  

ah wuz told dat dey pick de dirt up 

(From the t oe back to the heel . ) 

1232 : 3 . ] 
5332 . Dey take mah , 
yo ' know , p ick de 
dir t up . Ah ' m  walk-

of me goin ' dis way 

Yes , pick mah dirt up lak dat . Well , ah wuz told it wuz put intuh a red 
f lannel c loth an ' throwed intuh runnin ' wa tah - BLACK RUNNIN ' WATAH . 

(Why b lack? ) 
Ah don ' know about dat .  
[This i s  my only example o f  b Zaak running water. ] 
(Wha t did they do that for ? )  
Well , dat wu z  tub make me j es '  travel an ' wandah . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1409) , 2532 : 9 . ]  
5333 . Ah heah talk of  ' em usin ' yore foot track fo ' keepin ' people ' way from 

yore house .  Now , if a person come tub yore house an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tub go 
dere no mo ' , yo ' take de dirt from right undah , aftah he leave , take de dirt 

from undah dere . 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT - TRACK - BOTTLED - UNDER DOORSTEP (From either foo t ? )  

Yessuh . An ' put i t  - bury 
it in a bo t tle , a li ' le vial about lak dat [ demons trate s ] , an ' put s ome b lack
snake roo t  in it an ' bury i t  undah yore do ' s teps . An ' he won ' come dere no mo ' .  
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1428) , 2 5 76 : 7 . ] 

5 334 . [ For  another rite of  blowing foot track , see later margin t itle DEVIL ' S  
SNUFF . ] 
---rf yo ' kin be roun ' de bos sman an ' p ick up ' is lef ' foo t  track - but grab dat 
track f rom de heel tuh de toe , an ' grab yore own track from de toe tub heel , but 

BLOW BREATH 3 TIMES 
try tuh git - an ' t ie dat up intuh li ' le bot tle an ' wear it  
on yore lef ' s ide . An'  den  go  on an ' talk wit man fo ' a 
j ob . Take dat bo ttle out an ' [ demonstrate s ] . 

(Blow on it - three times - rub it down your face . )  
Yes , an ' go on tuh ' im .  He give yo ' a j ob .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1359) , 2396: 1 . ] 
5335 . I us ed to hear my father say they would take up sand from out of your 

track and put i t  into a bottle , and put s ome chemicals in there . Then they take 

BOTTLED FOOT TRACK 
it and put it underneath the doors tep and put this vial in 
there and cover it up . Then they proclaimed they were cun
j ur ing the mi ss us and mas te r .  [ For bot tle , see aZso pre

ceding margin title BLACK BOTTLE . ]  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (61) , by Ediphone . ]  
5 336 . Yo ' kin take up de track o f  a person , de hallah o f  de track of  a per

s on ' s fee t , an ' sew it up in sompin an ' shet it airtight . An ' dey will nevah 
rise , neithah fal l ,  j es '  be at one model s tage . Ah have seen some p eople do 
dat .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1268) , 2147 : 2 . ] 
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5 337 . Ah know if yore man wus tuh go o f f  - ah know dat if yo ' git ' is track 
an ' put it  in a bottle an ' throw it off , he won ' t  come back. But if yo ' wan ' 
' im back , why yo ' d  use de ban ' out ' is hat .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1214) , 2021 : 9 . ] 

BOTTLE LEFT TRACK WITH WRITTEN PRAYER 
FROM 6 AND ? BOOKS OF MOSES - BURY EASTWARD 

5 338 . Dey kin take yore foot track 
an ' put yo ' tuh walkin ' . An '  yo ' 
take yore lef ' -foot track an ' put 
dat in a bottle an ' stop dat bottle 

up .  An '  dey kin add 
it an ' put it in dat  
home . 

a prayah outa de Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses , an ' write 
b o t tle wit dat dust , an ' dat ' ll make yo ' wandah away from 

[Af ter I had s topped machine , informant adds some thing about burying bottle . ] 
(You say they bury this b o t t le ? )  
Yes , sir . Dey ' d  wan ' chew tuh g o  away from home . 
(Yes ? )  
[ Since I could not understand how burying the bo ttle  could s end the person 

away , I say Yes ? = cont inue . ]  
Dey ' d bury dat bottle  p ' intin ' dat way . 
(Point ing away from home? ) 
Yes . 
(Away from the hous e , I see . ) 
To the eas t . 
(Have it  point ing to  the east ? )  

Yes . 
(I  see . All right . )  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 1453 : 4 . ] 
5 339 . Well , yo ' s ee ,  j es '  lak if ah ' s  walkin ' acros s  de street - yo ' know , 

i f  ah wanta do yo ' a inj ury , ah ' d  go dere an ' ketch chure track , dig it  up an ' 

BOTTLE LEFT TRACK WITH : URINE - SALT - PEPPER 
put it in a bottle an ' pee on 
it , an ' put salt an ' peppah , 
an ' j e s '  stop it up an ' bury 

it in de groun ' . 
af tah dat .  

An ' dey p ine away . Dey wouldn ' t  live but a few mo ' months 

(What foot tracks do they pick up ? Both of them? ) 
No , j es '  one , de lef t  foot . [ Savannah , Ga . , (544) , 6 78 : 6 . ] 
5 340 . (You take both tracks or one? )  
No , take up de lef ' . Yo ' p ick it up on a shingle [ demons trates ] . When yo ' 

p ick i t  up say , " Go . "  
[ I  describe demons trat ion . ]  
(You take it  from the heel to the toe . )  
Dat ' s  r ight . See , yo ' pick i t  up j es '  lak yo ' walkin ' .  Pick i t  up right 

from de heel on down to de toe , lak dat . 

BOTTLE HIS GOING-AWAY TRACK 
PICKED UP WITH WORD " GO" 

(Then what do you do with it  after you p ick that 
dirt up ? )  
When yo ' pick it up yo ' say , "Go . "  
(Well , then what do you do with the dir t ? ) 

Den yo ' take i t  an ' , if  yo ' got a vial , an ' put dat in de vial . Fas ten i t  up , 
carry it  home wit chew.  Jes ' long as yo ' keep dat  - well , yo ' kin j es '  keep it . 
He gon ' a  keep on t ill he wandah on off  - wandah off  from home , j es '  long as yo ' 
keep dat , tellin ' ' im tuh s tay off . 

(When do you pick up thi s track? When he ' s  coming to your house? )  
Yo ' pick i t  up lak if he ' s goin ' . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (105 7 ) , 1716 : 8 . ] 
5341 . Yo ' put 'em tuh ramb lin ' ,  see . Well , now , heah ' s whut ah mean by dat . 

Yo '  takes a fresh hen aig see , an ' hit will be j es '  fresh laid . An ' wheresom
evah yo ' transfah [walk ] at on de natchal [natural ] groun ' , yo ' take dat an ' bury 
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it  in de ho llah of  dere track . See . An ' yo ' d  be sho ' [ sure ]  no t tuh bury i t  mo ' 
den three inches deep , an ' in place of rakin ' de dirt ovah lak dat , yo ' rake it  

BOTTLE S 9 OF CORKED UP WATER - 1 AT TIME ON STOVE 
UNTIL IT BREAKS - EGG BURIED IN HI S TRACK - COVER HOLE 

BY RAKING DIRT TOWARDS HOUSE - SALT BREAKS SPELL 

ovah back tuhwards home , 
where yo ' wan ' ' em tuh 
come . See . See , yo ' 
rake it back de way yo ' 
wan ' ' em t uh come . An ' 

den yo ' take dat an ' yo ' gi t chew cleah watah an ' put it in nine bot tles at chure 
home .  An ' yo ' take dem bo t t les an ' put ' em on a grate or heatah or what somevah 
yo ' have , one at de time . An ' have a co ' k s t oppah in dat [ bo t t le ] so it wouldn ' t  
burn out , an ' da t would bust in dat fiah , see . An ' dat will break dat trouble 
an ' draw ' em back . 

(The woman , when he leave s  home , she would ge t one of  his foot tracks and put 
that egg in tha t  foot track . Bury taht egg in that foot track . And a fter she 
does that , carr ie s  it back toward the hous e .  Then she gets her nine bottles o f  
clear wat er and puts one o n  the hearth • • •  ) 

Puts ' em dere one at de t ime . 
(And each one mus t break . )  
Each one mus t  bus t , explode , j e s '  pop s . 
(And after she has done nine o f  them , then he ' ll come back to her . )  
Will come back . 
I f  he knew da t she wuz doin ' dat an ' he s till wanta s tay ' way an ' no t go , well 

he ' d  have a way tuh keep from doin ' dat . 
Well , now , he ' d d o  dat wit de same thing - salt . He ' d  burn dat sal t and put 

it in a li tt le b ag , see , an ' keep dat in his pocket . Dat would break dat . [ Mem
phis , Tenn . , (15 29) , 2 7 32 : 1 . ] 

5 34 2 . Ah ' ve heard de story about , if you are angry with someone or  somep in • • • 
ah ' ve heard people say , mah mothah an ' oldah peop le say , dat people have told ' er 

BOTTLED TRACK - THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

in a bottle an ' throw at in runn in '  watah , 
Hill , Md . ,  (86 ) , 4 : 8 . ] 

about , da t yo ' kin take di s dirt 
where de person walks . Take dat 
dirt out of dere track an ' put i t  

an ' dey ' ll lose dere mind . [ Snow 

5343 . Ano thah one - well , one if yore wife ' s  runnin ' wi t a bad woman an ' yo ' 
don ' wan ' ' er tuh be runnin ' wit ' em ,  yo ' undahs tan ' . Yo ' take her foo t track , 
de left  foo t track . P ick it  up an ' s top it up in a bot tle , an ' go tuh de rivah 
an ' throw i t  in a runnin ' s tream of watah . An ' da t woman - she ' ll ,  woman or man , 
den dat individual travel . D ey nevah s top travelin ' ,  j es ' can ' t nevah s tay home 
no mo ' in one p lace . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (124 7 ) , 2114 : la . ] 

5 344 . Say dey kin take yore left-foot track an ' s tart tuh de toe of i t , an ' 
make right back tuh de heel part of  i t , an '  take an ' stop it  up in a b o t tle . 
An ' g o  tuh de rivah when de wa tah ' s goin ' out [ t ide-wa te r  river is  going out ]  
an ' throw i t  ovah dere , [ they ]  say , an ' yo ' ll have tuh go . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
{1217) , 2070 : 11 . ] 

5 345 . (Either foot-track? ) 
Yes suh , put it  in some kin ' a anything lak a tin or bo t t le , where de  wa tah 

can ' t git intuh it , an ' throw it in runnin ' wa tah . Say dat will run de p eople 
outa t own , have dose p eople goin '  all de time . [ Wilson , N. Car . ,  (1460) , 
2649 : 18 . ] 

5 346 . Dey g it s  de foo t t rack up an ' dey carry i t  tuh runriin ' watah . An ' 
stop i t  up in a bo t tle an ' carry it tuh runnin ' watah an ' tho ' i t  ovahbo ' d , an ' 
dey kin run a person crazy - unsettle s  dere min ' an ' go crazy in de haid . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 5 ) , 2654 : 11 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chcra f t  - Rootwork - 2827  

5 34 7 . Dey say i f  yo ' walk in any sand an ' dey wat ' cha [ = wat ch you ] an ' dey 
take up de lef ' - fo o t  track . Take up de lef '  -foot track an ' de ' [ they ] put i t  in 
a b o t t le , an ' dey s top it  down tight , An ' dey say if dey throw it ovahbo ' d ,  why 
yo ' d be gone ' bout chure business  outa dis c it y . Yo ' go o n  out dis city . 

BOTTLE - TRACK IN - YOUR BACK TO RIVER 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER - "GO , DEVIL , GO" 

[ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 596 ) , 768 : 5 . ]  
5348 . We ll , ah heard dat yo ' could take 
de d i r t  out from undah de r ight feet an ' 
put it  in a bot tle ,  an '  carry it tuh de 

rivah an ' turn yore back tuh it , an ' stop i t in de bot t le about dat full , j es '  
enough fo ' de  watah seep in . An ' take it  an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah 
an ' says , Go� de vi l� go . An ' ovah dat yo' throw half dat dirt . 

(You ge t that out of  that foot track , the r ight foot ? )  
Yes suh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 5 5 ) , 2828 : 9 . ] 
5 349 . He ' ll take yore t rack - yo ' know , j e s ' take it  up right whole an ' carry 

it an ' he crumb le it  up , an ' put 
dey put it  in a bot tle - take s 

it away . An ' af tah he carry it away , he ' ll take 
it in a bottle an ' s top it up righ t tight . See , 

BOTTLE - PINCH OF TRACK IN - BURY NEAR RUNNING WATER 
it p inch by pinch aftah he 
g ets it away , an ' put i t  
i n  a b ot tle an ' s top i t  up 

right t ight . Well , he ' ll take da t b o t tle an ' bury dat bot t le anywhere clo se by 
runnin ' watah . Right cl ose by runnin ' watah , j e s '  don ' t put it  in de runnin ' 
watah . An ' if yo ' kin evah f ind where dat bot tle is - o r git  somebody tuh tell 
yo ' where dat bo ttle is , Or yo ' kin git somebody tuh take it  offa yo ' an ' turn 
it back on dem ,  an ' dey ' ll know what it is , an ' go an ' git de b o t tle deyself . 

( So ,  what is  that supposed to do to you , if that b ot t le is buried with that 
tr ack? What will that d o  t o  you ? ) 

Wel l ,  it  will j es ' dwindle yo ' doWn - drag� dwindle yo ' down . Yo ' can ' t 
walk . Dwindle yo ' down t i ll yo ' j e s ' go all away tuh nuthin,  t ill yo ' gi t s o  
weak yo ' j i s ' die . [Nor fo lk , Va . ,  (47 7a) , 494 : 4 . ] 

5 350 . Tuh git mah wife outa s ight , dat is tuh kill ' uh - ah gues s  yo ' imagine 
[ ah ]  meant ra thah yo ' take ' uh track dat make yuh j is '  walk out de do ' , yo ' know , 

BOX [ COFFIN SYMBOL ] MADE - BOTH TRACKS IN - BURY 
an ' , ah come behin ' ' uh an ' 
git ' uh track . Well , ah ' d  [ I  
would ] git some san ' , yo ' know , 

right out - he [doctor ? ] tole me t uh up bo th of  ' em .  Jis ' sweep o f f  de top of da t 
ear th , dat is whah [where ] she made a t rack , an ' put i t  right in - j is '  [make a ]  
shingle outa a li ' le p iece of  wood , make a l i ' l e  box , an ' take d a t  track an ' po ' 
right in dere an '  seal i t  up . Tack it  up - dat is , seal it up , yo ' see , an ' go 
bury i t .  He said dat would s e t t le i t . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 3 1 6 ) , 24 9 : 1 . ] 

BROOMSTRAWS 2 - CROSS  THEM - PIN THROUGH 
INTO FOOT TRACK - 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

CALLING VICTIM ' S NAME AND YOUR INTENT ION 

st ick a pin through ' em , an ' put ' em out 
make yore wish : In de Name of de Fathah, 
individual name da t yo ' mean tuh g i t  r id 

5 3 5 1 . Git  two o f  dose straws an ' put 
' em t uhge thah . 
(Two straws from the broom? ) 
Yes sir . Put ' em tuhge thah , which an ' 
why , lay ' em ' cro ss one ano thah , an '  

intuh where de t racks is runnin ' .  An ' 
de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t ,  an ' call  de 
of . An ' da t will g it r id of  ' em . 

(They will leave . )  [ Florence , 

BUCKSHOT 9 - TRACK - 5 STEPS - BACKWARDS - WATER 
S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 2239 : 2 . ] 
535 2 .  I f  yo ' take up a man ' s 
track an ' put nine buckshot in 

a l i t t le p iece o f c lo th wi t  dat track , an ' go tuh runnin ' watah an ' walk o f f  f ive 
step s from de stream, an ' den walk backwards an ' chunk it ovah yore lef ' shouldah 
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- let him go . 
(Which track do you get ? )  
Either one , j es' s o  it ' s dey track . 
(Do you get tha t any particular way out of there? )  
Grab i t  from de toe an' drag it back tuh de heel . 
(And you put it  wi th nine bucksho ts into this lit tle cloth . ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359) , 239 5 : 6 . ] 
5 35 3 .  Kin take a man track - lak a woman loved me . Well , i f  she know whut 

tuh do wi t dis track , she ' d take di s track an ' run me crazy . Wel l , dey take dis 

BURN FOOT TRACK 

track an ' take an ' burn it - put some kinda o il an ' s tuff on 
dis track . Run me crazy . Jes ' de shoe track . [ Florence , S .  
Car . , ( 1287 ) , 2186 : 4 . ] 
5 354 . They c laim that if you take same of the dirt out o f  
their track and put that in a rag and throw it  in the fire and 

burn i t , that 
5 5 3 : 10 . ] 

they won ' t come back any more. [Elizabeth City ,  N .  Car . , (182 ) , 

5 35 5 . Take it  up - j es ' take yo' a shovel j es ' lak yo ' take a track up . 
Scoop i t  right up an ' build a fiah ovah dat an ' burn i t .  

(Wha t track do you take ? Whi ch one? ) 
Usely [ usually ] take eithah one . Evah one . 
(Af ter t hey burn tha t track , what wi ll that do to me ? )  
Run yo' insane . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (588) , 755 : 5 . ] 
5356 . When a pe rson comes  to your house and you don ' t want them to return , 

you take the dirt up out of their t rack and put it  in the s tove and burn it . 
[ Snow Hill , Md . , (85 , school teacher from near Richmond , Va . ) ,  1 : 4 . ] 

5 35 7 .  Jes ' in de mawnin ' time aftah he done already put on h is clo thes , yo ' 
undahstan ' ,  an ' he ready tuh go out • • •  as soon as he walk out de door , yo' undah
stan' , she goes tuh work an' sweep , j i s '  swept his foo t ,  j es ' lak he ' s going out 

BURN : TRACK - SULPHUR - SHOE SOLE 
dis di ' ,  yo ' see , she j is '  grab aholt of i t  
[ a  broom] an ' g o  o n  an ' sweep dat dus ' r ight 
tuhgethah right from de place dat he s tarted 

o f f  tuh walkin ' ,  an ' bundle it  in a pile , yo ' s ee .  Den she added a li ' le sulphur 
on a p iece of papah o f  any kind , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' put a li' le piece o f  shoe 
sole wi t i t  an ' throw it in de stove , anything lak dat .  Why he wouldn ' t be able 
enough tuh come back de same night . 

(Whos e shoe sole would she use ? ) 
Well , de shoe sole s , yo ' see , she would mo re or less burn de heels part - de 

hee ls part of de shoes , yo ' undahs tan' . An ' she will pound it up intuh dat same 
dus t  wit de s ulphur , then she add it all intuh de s tove . [ Char l e s t on , S .  Car . , 
( 499 ) , 54 2 : 4 . ] 

5 35 8 .  Yo ' take dat tra ck an ' yo ' ketch it f rom de heel tuh de toe , an ' den 
yo ' ke tch i t  in de ha llah of de foot , on de lef ' -han '  foo t . An ' yo ' take dat 

BURN - HOLLOW OF LEFT TRACK FROM HEEL TO TOE 
THROW ASHES INTO RIVER 

track an ' carry it an' put i t  
i n  yore cookin ' stove an ' burn 
i t . An ' when yo ' burn da t track , 
yo ' take de ashes an ' throw ' em 

in de rivah , an ' dat ' ll make de per son leave de p lace . [ Mob ile , Ala . , (66 7 ) , 

BURN - TRACK - SULPHUR - SALT - THROW ASHES NORTH 
WHILE SAYING , "DON ' T  COME NO MORE" 

8 7 8 : 2 . ] 
5 35 9 . I f  yo ' don ' t want 
anybody to come to your 
house , I ' ve heard the old 

people say you ge t their t rack . Take it up in a paper , put it  with s ome sulphur, 
some salt , burn it in a pan , and take the ashes and throw it northward and say , 
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"Don ' t come no  more . "  And they say they won ' t  come no more neither . [Fredericks

BURN - TRACK - PEPPER - SULPHUR - OLD SHOE S 
WALK TOWARDS SUNSET AND SAY 

"IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER, AN ' SONl GO" 

s ome ole shoes . An ' go tuhwards de sunset 
de Fathah, an ' Son� go. Dey ' ll go . Yeah , 
[Faye tteville , N .  Car . , (14 3 7 ) , 2603 : 1 . ] 

burg , Va . , (44) , by Ediphone . ]  
5360 . If  s omeone comin ' tuh yore 
house an ' yo ' wanted tuh keep ' em 
away , well see , yo ' kin git dere 
track an ' burn peppah , sulphuh an ' 

an ' say de same thing , In de Name of 
yo ' won ' be  bo thahed wit dem no mo ' .  

BURY FOOT TRACK 
5361 . Dey say if a person gits  yore foot track , h e  has de con
trol of yo ' , an ' wherevah he bury it a t , dat ' s  where yo ' ll 
dwell . Now , lak if  ah git  chure foot track an ' want chew con

t inue comin ' heah , an ' ah bury it chere , yo ' can ' t j es ' travel , 
( I  would come to  s tay here ? )  
Come t o  s tay an ' can ' t leave out . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1468) , 2652 : 3 . ] 
536 2 .  Scrape d e  dir t an ' put i t  in a sack . 
(Thi s dirt from the foot track . And what do you do with that ? )  
Yes suh , j is '  bury i t  right  in de ground . Dat will run ' em .  Or i f  yo ' don ' 

wan ' ' em come to yore home , yo ' kin do harm wit it .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1533) , 
275 0 : 4 . ] 

5 36 3 .  Take da t foot  t rack up on a spade • • •  bury it  . • •  dat ' ll cause yuh tuh 
leave . [ New Orleans , L a . , ( 789) , 1100 : 6 , ] 

5 364 . Git chure lef ' track an ' yo ' kin bury i t , an ' hi t will kill yo ' .  [ Way
cro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1101) , 1 7 7 5 : 12 . ] 

5365 . Dey takes yore track up an ' do somepin wit i t ,  or fix it  s o  yo ' b e  
lame or  crippled or somepin.  

(Do  you know how they do  that ? )  
Well , dey takes  i t  an ' carry it , bury i t  undah yore s teps . 
(Either track or both tracks ? )  
Well , eithah one o f  ' em .  Dey bury i t  undah yore steps , an ' dey dress de 

shoes t uh dat ' feet too . Dat cripp le yo ' up . 

BURY UNDER STEP S - SHOE MAKING TRACK DRESSED 
(What do they put in your shoes 
to  do that ? )  
Dey puts some of  yore whut yo ' 

weah nex ' tuh yore skin , a li t t le piece d ey cut from de clothes yo ' know , an ' 
take an ' dress i t  an ' put in dere , an ' da t wi ll make yo ' lame de balance of  yore 
days . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1007 ) , 16 26 : 5 . ] 

5366 . They ' ll take some dirt f rom your foot track - from the ins tep [ ball 
of the foo t )  - and take that and bury it into the ground and say : Lord� have 

BURY WITH INCANTATION 
mercy; if he steps over that, le t him die before his day . 
[ Fredericksbur g ,  Va . , by Ed iphone . )  
536 7 . Yo ' takes a per son an ' yo ' wanta drive ' em or any

thin ' lak dat , yo ' gits de hallah outa his lef t  foot  - a p inch of sand .  Yo ' takes 

BUZZARD QUILL - TRACK IN 
RUNNING WATER - 7 DAYS 

dat an ' yo ' dress i t . Yo ' t akes i t  an ' gits chew a 
buz zard feathah . C lips it d i s  way . Takes dat sand . 
[ I  want a bet ter demons trat ion . ]  

Yo ' cu t 
(Oh , 

Cut o f f  
An ' 

watah . 
(In 

(How do you c l ip that buz zard feather? )  
it  dat way [ demons tra tes ] . 
you cut i t  sort of  a diagonal way . 
that b one sticking out there . ) 

You don ' t have the bone sticking out ? 

put  dat sand in dere an ' den yo ' slips it  back on dere an ' go tuh runnin ' 
In s even days he ' s  gone . 

o ther words , you c lip that buz zard feather right in half and then you put 
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that sand ins ide the quill . 
water . )  

And then he ' s  gone , when you throw that in running 

Yes , in s even days he ' ll leave town . 
5 36 8 .  Dey tell me yo ' kin [ take ] de 

a can an ' throw it intuh runnin ' watah , 

[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1582 : 6 . ] 
hollah of de foot track , air tight it in 
an ' it will make yo ' walk away . 

(You use either track? ) 

CAN - TRACK - AIRTIGHT - INTO RUNNING WATER 
De left-foot track . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  
(1117 ) , 1 7 93 : 10 . ] 
5369 . Yo ' kin take it  [ track ] an ' 
put i t  in a can , stop i t  up an ' 

throw it  in runnin ' watah , 
through de wo rl ' . 

an ' dat ' ud [ that would ] make yo ' be drif t in '  about 

(You take ei ther one or both or what? ) 
Yo ' takes j es '  one - yeah , eithah one . [ Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1095 ) , 1 7 64 : 7 . ]  
5370 . Now , if yo ' wanta woman tuh leave her husban ' , yo ' mee t  ' er in de 

s treet at a sandy day • • •  when de win ' • • • when de sand is dry . Yo ' set some ' ere 

CANE , A HOLLOW REED - FOOT TRACK IN - COLOGNE 
she comin ' by , an '  when she pas s 
yo ' ,  yo ' take her right track . 
Yo ' care [ carry]  a j ' int of a 

cane , care i t  along , an ' open one en ' of  i t , an ' take her track an ' put it down 
in de cane . Place some cot ton on i t , an '  den take an ' go tuh de s toah [ store ] 
an ' buy yo ' some co logne , a bo t tle of co logne , pu ' it  in deah , on deah , an ' 
stop it  up . An ' de nex ' day yo ' git tuh de same p lace • • •  If yo ' s ee her pas sin ' , 
any s treet , an ' s top deah , an ' she will say sompin tuh yo ' . An ' den . she will 
take up wi t  j oo .  But she won ' t know about i t . Af tah yo ' f ix it up , care i t  
tuh yo ' - yo ' care it  wit yo ' a l l  d e  t ime in yore pocket . An ' j is ' a s  long a s  
yo ' care dat cane , yo ' go t de charge o f  ' er .  [Wilming ton, N .  Car . , (194 ) , 9 9 : 3 . ] 

537 1 .  Yo ' kin take a per son ' s foot track an ' ran ' em away . Well , perhaps 
some time we cain ' t find ' em [ tracks ] an ' sometimes it  be ' s  so  dat we cain ' t 
git  de dirt from undah ' is track . Yo ' might wat ch an ' s ee j es '  he put his feet 

CEMENT WALK - TRACK ON - WIPE UP - WITH HANDKERCHIEF 
IN EAST CORNER OF TIE SPOONFUL OF NEW RED PEPPER 

ALSO HIS NAME CRO SSED TELLING HIM TO GO - CUS S WORD 
BEFORE SUNRI SE THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

on de concret e .  Yo ' kin 
take a clean pocket han ' 
ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' kin go 
dere an ' j es '  wipe dat 
track tuh yo ' - wipe dat 
track tuh yo ' .  An ' den 

yo ' kin take dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' kin take it home . Set down wit i t  an ' buy 
yo ' a bran ' -new box o f  red cayenne peppah , an ' yo ' kin take a teaspoon o f  dat 
cayenne peppah an ' tie in de - yo ' might say in de east corner o f  dat han ' ke ' 
ch ' ef .  Oat track is all ovah dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef [because ] quite natchly [ naturally]  
yo ' wip e i t  lak dat , see . An ' yo ' take dat teaspoon of cayenne peppah an ' yo ' tie 
hit up in dere wit ' is name wrot e .  Yo ' cro ss ' is name an ' yo ' tell ' im tuh go an ' 
yo ' put a bad name - yo ' put a bad word tuh hit , on dere name . " [ Bad name ] an ' ah 
wish yo ' d  go an ' don ' s tay nowhere yo ' go in peace . "  An ' tie i t  up an ' carry i t  
tuh d e  rivah ' fore de sunrise . Throw it  in  runnin ' watah an ' he ' ll leave . [Mem

CORNER OF HOUSE - FOOT TRACK 
phis , Tenn . , (1542 ) , 2788 : 5 . ] 
53 7 2 . Ah have done it . Ah have a man ah wus goirr 
wit an ' he quit me . An ' ah went tuh work an ' taken 

dir t , pull it back towards me on de bo t tom of his r ight feet . An ' ah ' d  taken it  
an ' put it in de cornah o f mah hous e an ' stayed in dere . An ' when ah done dat , 
it weren ' t  but two days  he come right back tuh me . 

(Which track did you pull , the one that was go ing away from the house or com
ing to you? ) 
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De track comin ' tuh me . Comin ' tuh me , no t go in ' . An ' if  yo ' pull it out 
from yo ' , he ' ll leave . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1103) , 17 7 7 : 2 . ] 

5 37 3 .  Ah heard dat yo ' take dat . Lak de track s et dat way , dat ' s  de to e .  
Rake dat d ir t  back dat way [ demonstrates ] . 

(Toward the t oe . )  
Yes sir ,  an ' i f  yo ' wanta do ' em harm , rake i t  back dat way an ' carry it tuh 

runnin ' watah , an ' throw it in an ' dey ' ll run away - go crazy-lak , yo ' know . 
If  yo ' wanta do ' em good , bring ' em home , lak yore wife would b e  gone , yo ' 

take i t  from de middle of  de foot back tuh de heel , br ing it  in an ' put it in 
de cornah of  de hous e ,  in a good place where nobody won ' t intahfere wit it , an ' 
dey say she ' ll come home . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1129) , 18 34 : 4 . ] 

5 3 74 . Tuh gi t  yore foot track , why yo ' j is '  take dat dirt outa de bot tom of  
it  an '  put it  intuh a b ot t le or somepin an ' bury i t . Dat foot track , � eithah 
put it in a cornah in de house some place . An ' dat ' ll make yo ' s tay dere . 

(Do you get both fo ot tracks or j us t  one o f  them? ) 
Jis ' one , de right one . [Little Rock , Ark . , (903) , 1 4 74 : 19 . ] 
537 5 . Dey take de d irt  out o f  a r ight- foot track , an ' yo ' take it  an ' throw 

it  in runnin '  watah ,  an ' cuss de person an ' tell ' em tuh leave out of  town . 

CUS S - TELL PERSON TO LEAVE - RIGHT TRACK - RUNNING WATER 

(Get the dirt from the 
r ight foo t track? ) 
Yes . [ Florence , S .  
Car . , ( 1 2 9 2 ) , 219 1 : 3. ]  
5 3 7 6 . Ah heard ' em 

say da t dey kin g i t  chure r ight- foo t track an ' run yo ' ' way from town . Dey kin 

CUSS - RED PEPPER - TRACK 
RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

take chure r ight-foot track an ' sprinkle s ome 
cayenne peppah in dat d irt an ' mix it up good . 
Take it tuh a s tream o f  runnin ' watah an ' j es '  
throw it in de watah an ' j es '  cuss . Make a 

mean cussword 
back at i t .  

an ' pi tch dat sand i n  d e  watah an ' walk off  from i t  an ' don ' t look 

(You pitch it up over your shoulder ? )  
Oat ' s  it , up ovah de shouldah . Jes ' p itch i t  an ' don ' even look back a t  it , 

j es '  walk on o f f  from dere . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 2 ) , 9 23 : 2 . ] 
5377 . Well , [ i f ]  ah wanted tuh make yo ' have bad luck . An ' ah would ketch 

yore  footprint in de sand an ' ah would go tuh de ris in '  of de s un ,  an ' j es '  take 

DEVIL ' S  SNUFF - TOE OR HEEL DIRT - RED PEPPER 
FOOT TRACK FROM DE RISIN ' OF DE SUN 

TIED IN WHITE CLOTH - BURN - FROM PALM 
BLOW ASHE S  INTO FO ' CORNAHS OF DE EARTH 

SAYING , " FROM GOOD TUH WORSE YO ' GO " 

de heel of  yore fee t - j es ' de 
heel of  it , an ' den take de toe 
o f  it . T ie it up ins ide of a 
white clo t h .  An ' den ah ' d  put 
red peppah an ' den ah ' d  git dis 
devil ' s  snuf f ,  whut dey call 
now is devil ' s  s nu f f  [ snuf f from 

the devil ' s  snuffbox ] . Dat ' s  in a ball . Yo ' kin f ind it all roun ' toads tools 
where dese l i ttle frogs be [s ee FROG DUST� TOADFROG BREAD , DEVIL ' S-SNUFFBOX, 
pp . 5 6 � & 7 2 , No . 250 ; and elsewhere ] .  An ' ah take da t an ' ah mix it  tuhge thah an ' 
ah ' d  burn it . Ah ' d  take de ashes out an ' go tuh de fo ' cornah of de earth an ' 
put it in de palm o f  mah han ' an ' blow it , an ' say , "From good tuh wor se yo ' go ." 
An' dat ' s  de way of  takin ' a person ' s footprint . 

(Now do you take either foo tpr int or both o f  them or what ? )  
No , yo ' take one . Yo ' take de lef ' foo t . 
(And you say that you burn this devil ' s  snuf f ? )  
Yo ' burn de dir t , burn evahthin ' ,  tie it up in a white cloth an ' burn i t  all 

tuhgethah , see . An ' den take de dust from it an ' go tuh de fo '  cornahs of de 
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earth . 
(Wha t do you mean , go to the four corner s ? )  
See [ demons trates b y  pointing t o  the corners o f  the room] dere ' s  a cornah 

dere , dere ' s  a cornah dere , an ' dere ' s  a cornah ovah heah , an ' a cornah ovah 
heah , s ee .  Well,  yo ' kin take dat to de fo ' c ornah of de earth yo ' know. See , 
if yo ' re in a b ig house an ' yo ' have a fence . In any house - i t  don ' t have tuh 
be a b ig one . Jes ' go tuh one cornah of  de house ,  de nex '  cornah an ' den - see , 
lak dat [ demonstrates ] . 

(You face each corne r . )  
Each cornah . 
(In other wo rds , you simply BLOW THI S STUFF IN FOUR DIRECTIONS . )  
From de palm of  yore hand . [ For ano ther b lowing rite concerning foo t track , 

see preceding margin title BLOW BREATH 3 TIMES . ] [ S t .  P e ter sburg , Fla . , (1045 ) , 
169 5 : 7 . ] 

5 37 8 .  If it ' s a man - someone yo ' love , if yo ' kin ketch ' is track an ' j e s '  
have a piece o f  newspapah wit yo ' ,  an ' de minute chew p ick i t  up , say , Come 

DIRT DAUBER - SWEET STUFF - TRACK - CUS S 
IN NEWSPAPER - IN MATTRE SS - SLEEP ON 

heah tuh me� yo ' dirty son of a bi tah. 
Somp in lak dat , an ' put dat track in 
dere . An ' yo ' put dirt daubah wit it , 
an ' some kinda sweet s tuff lak yo ' p ut 

in pies an ' thin ' s .  Yo ' mix all dat tuhgethah an ' put it in de mattress an ' lay 
on it . An ' ah don ' care where he go , he comin'  back . 

(You take up either track? ) 
Jes ' take up de track an ' put it  in newspapah . 
(Ei ther track , it doesn ' t make any difference ? )  
Yes , it don ' t make no dif f ' rence , e i thah track . 
(Coming or going , i t  doe sn ' t make any diff erence ? )  
Yes , i t  don ' t make no diff ' rence j es '  since yo ' g i t  dat track an ' have da t 

newspapah an ' put it in dere right den soon as yo ' p ick it up . An ' yo ' f ix lak 
spice . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201) , 2016 : 9 . ] 

5 3 7 9 . An ' yo ' take woman , or man ' s  foot-track , lak if she were comin ' tuh 
yore home an ' yo ' didn ' t wan ' ' em or somp in lak dat . An ' yo ' j es '  take dat l i ' le 
cloth yo ' know , yo ' wash di shes . Yo ' j es '  take dat an ' - j es '  take dat an ' lay 

DI SHRAG - CUT IN SHAPE OF FOOT TRACK 
it  dere an ' cut it  out lak , kinda lak dat 
track is . An ' yo ' go out dere lak yo ' s  
firs ' s tar t turnin ' [ s pading ] yore yard -

de firs ' track - an ' yo ' j es '  dig a hole right dere an ' spread dat air [ that 
there ] rag lak dat bot tom of dere track . Yo ' know , j es '  as de track is , an ' 
put de dirt back on i t . Why he won ' s tay dere no mo ' .  Ah pract ' ly [ prac ti cally ] 
know purt ty neah de truth of dat . 

(You s imp ly take that di shrag and cut it out the shap e of his f oot , and you 
j us t  bury thi s track where it j us t  turns away from your house . Either track? ) 

No , yo ' gi t de fir s t  one , eithah track , but let it b e  f ir s ' track he s tepped 
in when he start s in [ into the house or onto the property ] . 

(Then you bury that cloth right in tha t same track . That is to make him s tay 
away? ) 

Yes . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1509) , 267 7 : 1 . ] 
5380 . [ Direc tion is impor tant in foot- track rites . Besides taking up a track 

toe to hee � or hee l to toe , and to you or away from you , there are many aoming or 

DIRECT ION : COMING OR GOING FOOT TRACKS 
going tracks ; the following few given 
here merely to estab lish the margin 
title : ) Ah ' ve heard dat dey take some 

dir t from yore foot track an ' if yo ' wan ' a keep a person away from yore hous e ,  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t  - Rootwork - 2833 

dey say yo ' take d irt from de out-going footsteps bur ' [bury] it undah yore d o ' -
step . [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , (208) , 114 : 7 . ] 

· 

5 381 . Dey kin do dat , take da t foot track , if yo ' git  de toe comin ' intuh de 
house of de right foo t , whut ah have heard , an '  if yo ' take it an ' yo ' know put 
it  in a cloth or somepin . J e s ' lak if yo ' could bank it undah one of dem bricks 
[ in fireplace ] or anywheres in de hous e , dey will nevah leave heah . Dey always 
have dere mind on dis pahtic ' lah place . 

(What do you mean? Get the dir t  from the toe , you say? ) 
Yes s ir ,  from de right toe . 
(Jus t p ick i t  right out o f  the toe? ) 
Yeah , j es '  pick up de toe , or  j es '  say , yo ' know , anywheres about de . front of 

de foo t . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1189 ) , 2007 : 3 . ] 
5382 . Den yo ' kin take a person track an ' p ick it up comin ' tuh yo ' . 
(Either track or both? ) 
Both of  them . An ' yo ' put it where yo ' kin keep it  warm an ' dey ' l l fo llah 

yo ' . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1206 ) , 2033 : 2 . ] 
5 38 3 .  He watch cheh , yuh comin ' , an ' he take up yore foot track comin ' tuh 

yuh . An ' den supp os in ' yuh wanta drive him away frum yuh , yuh turn de foot gwine 
an ' den dey follah da t . Keep de fellah lak ah foretole yuh . Dat man go ' way . 
Dat man give anythin'  if he go way from dere . If he wan ' chew come tuh ' im  dis  
way , he take de  track comin'  tuh ' im .  He go t chah den comin ' d is way .  

(When h e  picks up the track coming t o  him, then he ki lls that  track? ) 
No , he gotcha , [got you ] comin ' ' i s way . But he want chah go away from ' im ,  

he p ick i t  up an ' throw i t  where yuh gwine . Yuh throw it from yuh , throw i t  de 
way yuh wanta , but chew won ' t see him when he done do it . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(607) , 7 85 : 13 . ] 

5384 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew 
23rd chap tah of Psalms wit dat 

kin take de track , de le f ' -foot track , an ' read de 
le f ' - foot track . An ' yo ' take dat track an ' yo ' 

DIRECTION HE I S  TO GO - THROW HIS LEFT TRACK 
TAKEN UP TOE TO HEEL - ON BROWN PAPER 

STAND OVER - FACE DIRECTION - READ 3 TIMES 
PSALM 23 - AT 7 P . M. , 7 A . M . , 12 NOON 

put it in front o f  yo ' . See , put 
it on a p iece of papah , a p iece o f  
b rown papah . An '  yo ' s tan '  ovah 
dat track an ' yo ' read de 23rd 
chap tah of  Psalms , see . An ' in de 
direct ion, de way dat person go , 

at  seven a ' clock , yo ' throw dat dirt lak da t . D ey gone . Den yo ' read dat chap
tab ag ' in de nex ' mawnin ' at seven a ' clock , yo ' s ee , an ' yo ' read i r  at noon . 
Yo ' read it  at  s even at nigh t de nex ' evenin ' , af ternoon [ 1 2  noon] , yo ' see . 
Dat ' s  tuh dr ive yore enemies away from yo ' , if  anyb ody ' s a enemy tuh yo ' or any
thin ' of de kind lak dat . 

(Do you take that foo t  track up in any special way ? )  
S tart at de toe  an ' gi t  chew a shovel or some kinda somp in an ' scoop it up lak 

dat , but take it all up [ demons trates ] .  
(From the toe back to the hee l . )  
Yes . 
(After they have come to  your house .  

o f  those tracks ? )  
Then after they have left , take up one 

Yeah , take up one of those tracks . Or if  dey ' d  ap t  tuh passin ' o r  s omepin 
othah - j es '  anywhere dey have tuh walk in de dirt . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) ,  

DOOR - FOOT TRACK OVER 
2813 : 7 . ] 
5385 . J es '  lak if  yore wife would leave yo ' or somp in 
othah . Yo ' wanted ' er tuh come back . Yo ' not ice when 

she ' s  leavin ' ,  don ' t bo thah ' er atal l .  Don ' t ry tub hurt ' er or  somepin othah . 
Jes '  go an '  git - wat ch ' er track . Git ' e r right track . Pick it  up an ' yo ' tie 



2834 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundat ion -

dat ' ere [ there ] dirt up in a rag , an ' put it up ovah yore do ' an ' she ' ll come 
back .  [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (11 6 1 ) , 1935 : 9 . ] 

5386 . Dey tell me dey kin take yore footprint , de d irt  from de p�lm o f  yore 
foo t ,  an ' put it ovah de do ' an ' compel yo ' tuh stay . 

[ The hol Zah [ hollow ] of the foo t is occasiona ly called the palm of  the 
foot . ]  

(Do they take e ither foot or both? )  
De lef t foot . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (114 7 ) , 1870 : 6 . ] 
5387 . An ' den yo ' kin take - an ' take yor e lef ' track . Yo ' kin take a man ' s  

lef ' track,  if  he don ' wan ' a  stay wit chew - yo ' an ' ' im bus ted up . Yo ' kin take 
it an ' take an ' put it in a new piece of cloth or eithah j es '  put it in a l i ' le 
bag o f  some kind , li ' le new bag .  Make a li ' le bag . An ' lay i t  up ovah de do ' ,  
see . An ' he ' ll come back home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 5 2 ) , 2638 : 6 . ] 

538 8 . Now , dis i s  whut ah heard from nobody now - fo ' mahself , see .  Dat yo ' 
kin take a man ' s  right foo t of ' i s stockin ' , [ I  mean ] socks . Yo ' kin go out an ' 
p ick up ' is track , see . An '  take dat an ' put it intuh ' is sock , if yo ' want dis  
man , see . An ' bring i t  back an ' put it  ovah yor e front do ' or ovah yore kitchen 
do ' ,  an' let it remain dere ,  s ee . An ' as long as dat s tay , he will s tay dere . 
---(What if  you want to make that man leave , what do you do ? )  

Well , ah don ' know about makin ' ' im leave . Ah gue s s  if yo '  wan ' a  make him 
leave , why yo ' j es '  turn ' im loo se . Take de stuff  off whut chew have up dere . 

(You take his right foo t  sock and his track . Which track d id you take did 
you say ? ) 

Well , it  
' is track . 

make no ma ttah which track . Yo ' j e s '  p ick up evah one [ any one ] of 
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1207a ) , 2041 : 8 . ] 

DOORSTEP - FOOT TRACK UNDER 
538 9 .  Dey kin take dat up an '  yo ' know , take up 
de right-foot track an ' put it in a sack , or e ithah 
undah a do ' step or somepin lak dat , yo ' see . An ' 

dey tell me dat dey kin trick yo ' wit yore t rack , yo ' know , cuz yo ' tuh be st iff
legged or somepin . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (611) , 7 88 : 8 . ]  

5390 . Now ,  when he go tuh yore house yo ' know , lak when he go tuh leave , g i t  
some dir t  out o f  ' is lef ' track . An ' pick up de dir t , take it  up tuh yo ' , an ' 
bury i t  undah de steps . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Draw ' im b ack . 
(When you pick up tho se tracks , you bring the dirt back toward you . ) 
Yes suh .  
(These tracks he made a s  h e  was leaving your house . )  
Yes , de lef ' track . [Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , (14 2 1 ) , 2560 : 1 2 . ] 
5391 . D ey say if yo '  kin have a foot track - a per son kin have a foo tprint . 

Yo ' kin take de foo tprint o f a person . Well , ah think dey say it ' s  yure r ight 
foot . An ' j es '  take de print up j es '  lak yo ' would take up a pr int an ' carry 
it home an ' bury it undah yure do ' s tep s . If it ' s yure enemy , he ' ll come tuh yo ' 
fo ' bread . Dat ' s  whut ah hear d .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . ,  ( 9 9 6 ) , 1611 : 1 . ] 

53 9 2 .  Well , now if dey picked chure track up go in ' de same d irect ion dat chew 
goin ' ,  an ' take it an ' ' vide [ divide ] it up in a l i ' le vial , wrap it right nice 
in some c lo th ,  an ' take it tuh runnin ' watah an '  throw it ovah dey shouldah , an ' 

EAST-RUNNING WATER 
let it  run on - an ' dat watah runnin ' eas t  - why yo ' ll keep 
a-go in ' . 

de heel , 
undah de 

(This 

But if dey git in front de track an ' snap it back tuhward s 
an ' br ings i t  back an ' preserves it , t ighten i t  up t ight an ' bury it 
steps , why dat ' ll bring yo ' back an' yo ' ll stay dere . 
water mus t  b e  running eas t , you say , and you throw it over either 
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shoulder? ) 
Yassuh , throw it ovah yore right shouldah . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 900) , 147 3 : 1 . ] 
5 393 . Ah heard ole lady say once , if  someone wus comin '  tuh see yo ' as a boy 

frien ' an ' yo ' wanted ' im tuh cont inue , tuh take up ' is foo t tracks . Yo ' take 

EAVES 
up ' is right track an ' put chure right track b efore it , is whut she tole 
me . Jis ' lak if ah an ' yo ' set t in ' parl el [ parallel ] [ = side by side ] , 

yo ' put chure right foot down , ah put mah right foot in front . Den ah ' ll 

scoop up both tracks . Tie it in a p iece of new homespun an ' put it [ only a sma ll 
part of the comb ined tra cks ] in a snuf fbox , an ' lay a p iece of c loth ovah it , an ' 

put i t  where de rain drops  from de eave s of de house .  An ' she s aid he ' d  continue 
tub always come an ' s ee yo ' .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 200) , 1 0 6 : 3+85 . ]  

5394 . Ah heard dat yo ' kin , if yo ' wanta drive a pers on away , yo ' kin g it in 
fron ' o f  dere track an ' pull it tuh yo ' .  Take it up outa de ha llah of dey feet , 
an '  carry it home an ' put it in a li ' le bag , an ' wear i t  on yo ' so many days , an ' 
den take it  o f f  an'  lay it undah d e  eve [ eave s ]  of yore house . Dat will bring 
' im  back tuh yo ' .  If yo ' wanta drive him away , yo ' git in fran ' of de track an ' 
pull i t  disaway [demonstrates ] . 

(From the heel to the t oe . ) 
Tuh de to e .  
An '  see , i f  yo ' wanta bring ' im ba ck , why yo ' gi t  j is '  - lak i f  yo ' g a in '  

dataway an'  ah ' m  comin ' o n  b ehin ' yo ' ,  ah j is '  gits  behin ' da t  t rack an ' s ta ' t 
[ start ] from de toe  an ' pull it back tuh de heel . Well , s ee , da t  turns ' im 
aroun ' . Dat ' ll change yore min ' [mind ] . Dat ' ll make yo ' come back . 

Do wit dat dirt from undah de bottom o f  yor e feet , yo ' do wit de same way yo ' 
do ,  if yo ' wuz dr ivin ' ' em away . Yo ' wear it s omewhare close  ' bout chure body . 
Well , yo ' wear i t  j is '  about three days . D en yo ' take it an ' lay it undah yore 
do ' steps . Put i t  whar e  cain ' t nob ody s ee it , undah de  si ll of de house or de 
do ' steps , an ' dey ' ll come back . [Memphis , T enn . , (1544 ) , 2 7 94 : 15 . ] 

539 5 . Take dere track don ' t chew know an ' s t ick it - an '  put all of it in a 
bottle . An ' den af tah yo ' g it it  in a bottle , yo ' stop it  up an ' take a aig an ' 

EGG - NAME ON - BURIED - NAME CALLED 3 TIMES 
NAME NAIL- SCRATCHED ON BAR OF OCTAGON SOAP 

FOOT TRACK BOTTLED - SOAP AND TRACK INTO RUNNING WATER 

write de name - de 
ind iv idual ' s  name on 
de aig an ' bury it in 
de groun ' an ' call dem 
thre e times . An ' take 

a bah [bar ] of Oc tagon Soap [ trade name ] a n '  take off de t op wrappah an ' de othah 
[ inner ] wrappah . An ' take yo ' a nail an ' write de name on de bah of Oc tagon 
Soap , an ' wrap up da t s Ziak thin ' on it [ rewrap soap in s Ziak thin ' ,  inner wrap
per ] , don ' t chew know, an ' throw it in runnin ' wat ah an ' da t will run 'em .  

(You do all these things t oge ther ? ) 
Yes sir , dos e  tuhgethah . 
(You throw all  these things a t  once into 
No s ir .  Yo ' take de aig an' bury de aig 

bah Oc tagon Soap , don ' t  chew know, an ' take 
ably inner wrapper , but I interrup t ] . 

(What do you do wi th that soap then? ) 

running wa ter ? ) 
roun ' yore do ' s tep . An ' den git de 
de top slip off  an ' den da t [presum-

Take da t  soap an ' git chew a nail . Wr ite de name of da t individual dat chew 
wanta run . An ' den put dat s Ziak thin ' back on dere an ' throw it intuh runnin ' 
watah . 

(And what do you do with the foot track? ) 
Take hit an ' stick it in a bo t tle an ' throw it in de watah t oo . 
{You do all thes e  things together ? ) 

Yes sir . Hit concludes tuhge thah . 
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(What do you bury that egg for ? ) 
Bury dat egg tuh make ' em go . 
[To  b ury the preceding egg in the ground to  send a person away looks more like 

a r it e  to hold the person . Yet similar burial rites with the same purpo s e  will 
be  found in Hoodoo. As always , intention is  everything . Her e  the egg b elongs to 
a tripar tite r it e ;  the o ther two parts b eing def initely s end a� rites . Is the 
egg a poss ible �eaa ll  rit e ? If the sende� away regrets the sending a�y , the egg 
stands ready to b�ing baak the person . We mus t  also no te the egg has a doub le 
dres sing ; the name written on it , and the name called 3 times . ]  [Waycross , Ga . ,  
(1118) , 1 7 9 5 : 1 . ] 

5 39 6 . Dey say yo ' kin take dat track - j es '  lak dey wanta run yo ' away -
dey ' ll pull de track from de heel tuh de toe . An '  take dat track an ' take a 
aig , an ' bo ' a l i ' le hole in de aig an ' dreen de contents o f  de aig out . An ' 

EGG DRAINED - REFILL WITH FOOT TRACK HEEL TO TOE 
THROW OVER SHOULDER INTO RIVER SAY ING 

"FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST , LET DI S EVIL ONE LEAVE" 
WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK - TO BRING BACK USE TRACK 
TOE TO HEEL IN EGG - UNDER STEP S  OR MIDDLE OF MATTRES S 

put dat track in dat 
shell an ' put a li ' le 
bit o f  papah ovah it . 
An ' go tuh a r ivah , a 
stream or somepin dat ' s  
runnin ' ,  an ' turn dat 
back an ' throw it ovah 

de shouldah an ' use three words d ey say , Dey says , "In de Name of  de  Father , 
Son an ' Holy Ghos t ,  let dis evil one leave . "  But d e "Father , Son an ' Holy Gho s t " 
is  de word de ' speak . An ' throw i t  ovah de shouldah an ' walk away an ' no t look 
back.  An ' dey say long as  dat aig floa t , yo ' ll continue tuh go . 

(Do they take ei ther fo ot  track? ) 
Ei thah one or both . 
( I f  they want to bring you to them? ) 
Dey git in fron ' of yore track,  yo ' see . Let see , yes , an ' pull it  from de 

toe tuh de heel . Well , den dey don '  throw dat in no rivah . Dey take dat an ' 
f ill it  full of d e track , de aig ,  an ' put sompin aroun '  tuh keep i t  from break
in ' - real tight . An ' dey bury dat egg undah yore s teps or put it in de middle 
of a loose mattress where yo ' sleep . An ' yo ' can ' t leave dere . Yo ' ll go  but 
yo ' ll come right back .  [ Waycro s s ,  Ga . , ( 1144 ) , 1867 : 4 . ] 

5 3 97 . Ah tell yo ' whut she could do . She could even 
a aig an ' she could take dat t rack an ' put some sugah in 

EGG - SHE PUTS IT IN SUGAR AND LEFT TRACK GO ING FROM HER 
PICKED UP HEEL TO TOE FROM HER - THROWS EGG AT SUNDOWN 

INTO RUNNING WATER WITH 3 CURSE WORDS 

take dat track an ' git 
it an ' push it down in 

a aig an ' carry it an ' 
say three words to  
it - curse it  [wi th 
three words ] an ' throw 
dat aig on dat sun-

ris e . An ' yo ' ll go . 
tuh sundown , in some 
git rid o f  yo ' . 

She ' ll g it rid of yo ' j i� lak da t .  Ah mean no t sunr i s e , 
runnin' . watah . Dat ' s  right in runnin ' watah . An ' she goin ' 

(She can take any track you say ? ) 
No s uh ,  go t ' a  take yore lef ' track, de one nex ' o f  yore hear t - yo ' know on de 

lef ' side . An ' put dat track intuh a aig . __ 
(Well , does she take that track up when I am leaving her hous e or coming o r  

what ? )  
Goin ' from ' er .  She ' ll rake dat track from ' er .  An ' den she ' ll walk o n  tuh 

it an ' pick i t  up . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1355 ) , 237 3 : 3 . ] 
5 3 9 8 . Dey say yo ' take yore foo t  track an ' pull i t , if yo ' wan ' de person tuh 

go ' way from yo ' - wan ' a run ' em.  Yo ' drive ' em away from yo ' .  See , yo ' take it 
from de heel an ' carry it back from yo ' . Take it an ' put it in a box of some 
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kin' - lak a li ' le snuf fbox . Or some people say yo ' kin put it in a aigshell an ' 

EGG - PUT IN IT WHILE CALLING HI S NAME - HI S TRACK 
PICKED UP HEEL BACK TO YOU - THROW OVER SHOULDER 

IBTO RIVER , "GO ! YO ' DEVIL , YO ' ,  GO ! "  DON ' T LOOK BACK 

carry it tuh de rivah 
an ' name dat person . 
When yo ' put it in dat 
box [ or eggshell ] yo ' 
name de person . Den 

yo' carry it tub de rivah an ' yo ' stan ' backwards tuh de r ivah an ' d en yo ' drive 
dis p erson from yo ' .  Te ll ' em - throw it ovah yore  shouldah an ' don ' t  look back . 
Tell ' em ,  "Go ! Yo ' devil , yo ' .  Go ! "  [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1115 ) , 1 7 8 7 : 7 . ] 

5399 . See , lak yo ' walk out dere an ' yore foo t  track , an ' someone want chew 
leave heah - sompin lak dat . Dey j is '  take a li ' le sand out de hallah of yore 

EGG - HOLLOW OF LEFT TRACK WITH RED P EPPER IN 
TIE IN RAG - PRETEND 8 TIMES TO THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

INTO RIVER - 9TH TIME LET GO - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

foot an ' p ut it in a 
eggshell , an ' put 
some cayenne peppah 
in it . An ' tie it 
up in a rag an '  go 

tuh de watah an ' do dis way [ demonstra t�s ] nine t ime ovah de lef ' shouldah [ see 
LateP] an ' throw it in de wa tah an ' walk back . Walk on off  an ' don ' t look back . 
In nine days time dey b e  gone - walkin ' .  Say dey couldn ' t  go back any mo ' .  

(What track? Where do they get this dir t ? ) 
Outa one track - don ' t want it  outa but one , de lef ' track . 
(Now, suppose you want this man to go , YOU MAKE A MOT ION AS IF YOU ARE THROWING 

IT . )  
YES , EIGHT TIME AN '  D E NINTH TIME THROW IT OVAH . [ THI S FEINTING 8 TIMES BEFORE 

THROWING AN OBJECT OVER THE SHOULDER I S  A RARE RITE . For ano ther feint ing rite 
over the shoulder , also rare , see fourth margin t i tle on p . 2004 . ] [ S t . P eters
burg , Fla . , (1044) , 1 6 94 : 3 . ] 

5400 . Well , now ah ' ve heard peop le say if  yo ' take 
take it from de toe lak dat an ' come back tub de heel , 

EGG - RI GHT TRACK DIRT TOE TO HEEL AND RED PEPPER IN 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER 

dere r ight foo t  track , 
an ' take yo ' a aig - take 
dat dirt an ' put it in dat 
aig . 
(Just g ive me the whol e  
thing again ,  I ' ll b e  sure 

I get it then . You get the dirt from your right foo t  track . )  
It  comes from de toe back tub de  heel . See [demonstra t es ]  lak dis is yore 

toe . Well , dip it from yore toe back tuh yore heel lak da t ,  yo ' see . An ' den 
yo ' take dat aig • • •  

(A raw egg? ) 
A raw egg . Yo ' j i s '  pick a li ' le hole in it . Oat ' s whut dey tell me yo ' kin 

do , an ' put da t dirt intuh dat . An ' yo ' put dis cayenne peppah intuh da t , Shake 
it well an ' s top it up . An ' carry it tub de rivah , an ' turn yore back , an ' throw 
it ovah yore lef ' shouldah as far ovah de runnin ' watah as yo '  kin . 

(Wha t will that do? ) 
Dey tell me dat will make yo ' leave any p lace yo ' are . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 6 ) , 

945 : 7 . ] 
5401 . Git chure track when yo ' go outa dere house . Go out an ' take yo ' a aig 

an '  bust it an ' keep dat skin on de ins ide de shell . An ' take dat ' er e  [= dere = 

EGG - FOOT TRACK IN - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
there ] t rack , take dat dirt up 
an ' put it in dere , an ' carry 

an' throw dat in. Oa t ' ere is tuh 
(What will that  do to them if I 
Oat j es '  tuh keep ' em go in ' . 

it  tuh a s tr eam of runnin ' watah 
keep a per s on from yore house , too . 
throw that in running wat er? ) 
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(Which foot track do you take up , either one ? ) 
Eithah one o f  ' em .  
(And you put it int o this eggshell? )  
Yessuh , j es '  keep dat shell all tuhge thah an '  j es '  git dat air [ =  dere = 

there ] - yo ' know , dat egg outa de shell . 
(You make a little  hol e in the egg and get all that  stuf f out ins id e .  Then 

you put this foo t  t rack in the egg . Any kind o f  an egg ? Chicken egg ? )  
Yes . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1467 ) ,  2651 : 11 . ] 
5402 . Say yo '  could take any kinda chicken aig an ' make ' em  move . Ah heah 

yo ' could take a black chicken aig an ' sees where dey walk , an ' git dere track 

EGG OF BLACK HEN - TRACK IN - INTO RUNNING WATER 
an ' crack de aig , an ' put de 
track in dis aig an ' carry it 
to de runnin ' watah , an ' throw 

it ovah in dere an ' dey be go in ' off . [Wilson , N. Car . , ( 14 69 ) , 265 2 : 7 . ]  
5403 . An ' j is '  lak if yo ' wanta run somebody ' way from a place , if  dey done 

yo ' harm or somepin othah . Roun ' - yo ' don ' wan ' ' em  roun ' yo ' .  J is ' g it dere 
lef ' track an ' put it  in aigshell , in a b lack hen ' s aigshell , an ' yo ' drop it in 
runnin '  watah ; an ' as long as  da t  aigshell go , dey ' ll go . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 1161) , 
19 35 : 1 0 . ] 

5404 . Wel l ,  if a person wan ' a harm yo ' in a foot track , dey got d i f f ' ren ways 
dey kin harm yo ' in dat . Dey kin take fo ' nins tance - d ey kin take an ' git  egg s , 
dey kin harm yo ' in da t .  Dey kin use salt an ' harm yo '  in da t .  

EGG - SUGAR - WAR POWDER - STEEL DUST 
DIME SCRAP INGS - FOOT TRACK 

(How do they harm you with the eggs with 
that ? )  
All r ight . Dey take a egg . Dey kin take 
a egg an ' break dat egg . Beat dat egg 

up - b eat da t egg an ' when dey beat dat egg , dey put sugah in it . Dey ' d  git what 
chew would call - de same thin ' as ah j is '  tole yo ' , spoke o f ; but yo ' git de 
powdah , de �P powdah . Yo ' mixes dat tuhgethah , but when yo ' mixes it , it  will 
come as a paste , see . Well , yo ' j is '  mix dat tuhgethah an ' yo ' gits - lak DERE ' S 
A DRUG STORE RIGHT HERE , A FEW BLOCKS FROM HERE , WE GOES TO . Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' 
gi t some o f  de stee t dUs t ,  or els e  take a silvah d ime an ' scrape it . Yo ' git de 
dus ' off  de d ime . An ' yo ' s tir dat up good , an ' if yo ' git dis per son ' s tracks , 
yo ' put j is '  a li ' le in each track . Wel l ,  yo ' know dey ' s  go in '  tuh pas s an ' dey 
bound tuh put dere feet in it . Be sure yo ' know dey go in ' tuh put dere feet in 
it . Yo ' ketch one track here an ' yo ' may ketch ano thah one ovah dere . Yo ' know 
some people make big steps . Yo ' ke tch de track an ' yo ' put some in dere , in each 
track o f  de party yo ' doin ' harm . See . An ' dat be all o f  da t .  D ere won ' t b e  
nuthin done in dat - see , i n  tryin ' tuh harm ' em . 

(What will that do to a person then? ) 
Now , tuh keep a per son from [ I  int errup t ] . 
(What will that do to  him if you put that in his t rack? ) 
Well , what will i t do tuh yo ' ?  Why , den i t  would maybe para lyze ' im , his 

foot . I t  could paralyze yo ' ,  make yo ' go lame in one leg o r  mayb e de whole s ide . 
See , if a person done harm yo ' .  

( I  see . Then - what would they do then? 
[ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1 2 39 : 4 . j 

Do you know how to  pr event that ? )  

5405 . Now , say i f  yo ' got ' a  employah - somp in lak dat - an ' he ' s  gittin '  bad 
wit chah an ' yo ' wan ' s  tuh git ' em down. Wall ,  yo ' kin - don ' git ' is track 

FINGER ONE - TRACK PICKED UP WITH 
go in ' from yuh , git ' is track comin ' tuh 
yuh . Jis ' take yore f ingah an ' p ick up ' is 
track dat way , de right-foo t t rack an ' put 

it in yore han ' . Take s ome s ulphuh an ' sugah wi t  it an ' sew i t  in a sack ,  an ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t  - Rootvork - 2839 

' aoint dat track wit Hearts Co Z.ogne an ' j es '  tote i t  in yore pocket . An '  he ' ll 
co.e calm. 

(He become s quie t . ) 
Yes . 
(Hi s mind changes  toward you . ) [ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . ,  ( 608) , 786 : 8 . ]  
5406 . Take two o f  yore f ingahs , o r  one b e  all right . Take two an ' draw de 

dust back tuh yo ' from de to e .  S tar t at de to e an ' draw i t  tuh yo ' an ' turn 

fiNGERS - 2 OR 1 
roun ' an ' lay d i s  up ovah de do ' .  Den yo ' be boun ' tuh stay 
dere . 
(Which foo t  track do you do that with? ) 

Yore right . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 4 6 ) , 1 5 2 5 : 9 . ] 
5407 . Dat is , if i t ' s  a woman an ' yo ' wan ' ' er tuh visi t d i s  p lac e here , yo ' 

see . Yo ' kin always have he r tuh come her e  by da t foot t rack , i f  it ' s  any way 
dat de foot t rack , i f  i t ' s  b een rainin ' da ta

FINGERS 2 - TRACK P ICKED UP WITH way , if de soil is soft enough fo ' yo ' tuh 

See , ta kin ' de length o f ' er feet  
[ demons tra te s ] . 

gathah some of dat up wit dese two f ingahs . 
da taway an ' drawin ' ' em s lightly dis way 

(Take the thumb and the l it t le finger . )  
Dat ' s  r ight ,  see . 
(Of the left hand o r  r ight hand ? ) 
Right hand , see . Drawin ' ' em  sli ght ly dis way [ demons tra te s ] . 
(You catch it up between thos e two fingers . )  
Yes s ir , an ' a f tah pickin ' it up , yo ' see , take dat an ' bury it undah y ore 

step where yo ' live at , where yo ' wan '  ' er tuh f o l lah . 
(I  see . )  
An' she be accus tomary woman come in dere - yo ' under s tan ' da i ly . 
(I see . Jus t take that one pinch? ) 
Yes s ir .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 1445 : 6 . ] 
5408 . Take yore fo o t  track - see , yore r ight track,  take d ese two f ingahs 

right chere [ demons trat es ] . 
(Which hand ? ) 
De right  hand . 
(The thumb and the forefinger . ) 
An ' dey go down in d e  midd le o f  yore t racks an ' gi t 

time right in de middle of yore tracks . Put it  in dat 

FINGERS 2 - P INCHES 3 OF TRACK - COLOGNE BOTTLE - DOOR 

a p inch of dat dirt  thr ee 
cologne bott l e . Put i t  

hal f ful la watah an ' 
bury it undah yo re do ' .  
Evah mawnin ' yo ' b e  tuh 
' er hous e . 
(The woman do es this to 

a man , s o that he will come to her house . )  [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 9 ) , 1616 : 3 . ] 
5409 . Yo ' take yore fingahs lak dis  an ' d raw back from d e  end of  de toe , back 

tuh de heel an ' git de track , if yo ' kin git  de right foo t .  An ' t ie it up an ' 

FINGERS 2 - INDEX AND LITTLE - P ICK UP TRACK TOE TO HEEL 
RIGHT ONE TO BRING BACK - TIE IN NEW HOMESPUN - WISH 

OVER RIGHT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER - DON ' T LOOK BACK 
TO SEND AWAY - LEFT HAND , TRACK , SHOULDER - BAD WI SHES 

take it t uh a runnin ' 
s tream of  wa tah an ' -
a new p i e c e  of home
spun - an ' make yore 
wishes an ' throw i t  
ovah yore right shoul

dah . An ' walk away an ' no t look b ack af tah it . An ' dat would make yo ' be in 
love wit ' im r ight on , make him come back tuh yo ' .  I f he qui tted yo ' or sompin 
lak dat ,  yo ' could do dat . 
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(You j us t  get his foo t track between your two fingers , your index f inger and 
little finger . Of the right hand . ) 

Yeah . Say dat would draw ' im  back . 
I f  yo ' wanted tuh run ' im or dr ive ( him away ] ,  say yo ' d  take yo re l ef '  han ' 

an ' make bad wishes . [ Fayettevi lle ,  N .  Car . , (1410) , 2533 : 2 . ] 
5410 . Well , ah ' ve heard dis about dat . Ah ' ve heard dat - co ' se ah ' ve tried 

dat . Yo ' goe s ,  j is ' lak ah ' m  goin ' d is road , walkin '  disaway . All right , if 
yo ' wants tuh win a per son , 

FINGERS 3 - HOLLOW OF TRACK - IN RAG - IN POCKET j i s '  lak a game or somp in lak 
dat , If  yo '  wanta change de 

way she gwine , j is '  go an ' take yore fingah [ demonstrates] , j es '  lak if mah track 
is turned lak dis , ah ' m  gwine disaway . Take de f ingah an ' put it  right in de 
hollah of yor e  fee t - in de hollah of de f eet o f  de t rack - j i s '  lak dat , three 
f ingahs . All righ t ,  den yo ' take it up wit yore three fingahs an ' take an ' put 
it in a rag , an ' tote it  in yore pocket an ' yo ' have d em  dataway . 

(You ' ll have the o t her p erson . ) [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311 ) , 2 2 21 : 3 . ] 
5411 . Take dey ole lady ' s shoe track up , right up in heah . D�y t ake dat 

track up right in dere an ' carry it tuh de fi ' place an ' lay it up in dere . Yo ' 
know , in de f i ' place up ovah d ere , de 
whole track up der e .  An ' yo ' could go 

FIREPLACE - UNDER BRICK OF - FOOT TRACK wit ' er ,  ' cuz she ' ll lak yo ' .  [Wilson, 
N .  Car . , (1466 ) , 2651 : 6 . ]  
5412 .  Well , yo ' take it up , if yo ' 

wanted ' em tuh stay wid chah . Take i t  up comin ' tuh yuh , de lef ' feet , an ' t i e  
it u p  in a rag . Take a brick up outa de hear th an '  bury it in dere an ' dey 
wouldn ' t  leave yuh . 

(And suppose they didn ' t  want you to s tay ? ) 
Yo ' could take i t  up goin ' from yo ' an ' go of f wit i t . Go o f f  lak yo ' d  go 

about a mile or  sompin an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' say , "Q£, God 
damn yo ' ! "  [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1081) , 174 9 : 9 . ] 

541 3 .  Take d e  right track an ' bury i t  in yore fiahp lace or undah de b ricks . 
In a few days dey ' ll be back an '  can ' t  go away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1225 ) , 
208 2 : 10 . ] 

5414 . Yes , ah have heard o f  dat . De way ah heard dat , yo ' kin take da t an ' ,  
yo '  know , p i ck it up j i s ' as ni ce as yo ' kin wit ' out breakin ' d e  d irt . An ' sweep 

yore fiahplace out r eal good .  Co ' se if yo ' don ' 
FIREPLAC E - BURN FOOT TRACK IN have no f iahplace ah dunno [ don ' t  know ] whut 

chew did , But anyway , yo ' place it down in 
der e ,  an ' den yo ' build a f iah on it . An ' dey tell me dat gits  ' em ,  gits ' em  
a-goin ' .  An ' dey walks deyself tuh death . An '  den take wi t de hotfoot powdah • • •  
[ I interrup t ] . 

(Now , you get one track or both tracks ? ) 
One , de right track . 
(Well , why ge t the right , I wonder? ) 
Ah dunno . [Little Rock ,  Ar� . , { 8 9 6 ) , 146 6 : 7 . ]  
541 5 .  Take a man or a woman ' s  track . Git three lef ' -foot tracks an ' some 

sugah . Ah heard dat chew take it an ' throw it in de centah of de fiahp lac e , dat 
track an ' de sugah , 

FIREPLACE - THROW INTO - 3 LEFT TRACKS - SUGAR - INCANTATION an ' say tuh i t whut 
chew want done . 

Dat will keep 1 im or ' er home . [ Sumt er , s .  Car . ,  {1365) , 2410 : 1 2 . ]  
5416 , She always takes de lef ' [ f oo t track] , Yo ' know dat ' s neahah tuh de 

heart . Yo ' take i t  up wit a little p iec e of  shingle ,  undahneat ' lak dat . Take 
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it from de front [ toes ] an ' br ing back [ to heel and towards house] . Yo ' gi t s  yo ' 

FIREPLACE - TRACK - SHINGLE - 5 NEEDLES - RED PEPPER 
LORD ' S  NAME 3 T IME S - HEARTH BRICK ON 3 INGREDIENTS 

s ome red peppah . Yo ' put 
five sewin ' needle . Pu t 
dat in dere wit it . An ' 
wrap i t  up - bring [wrap ] 

it back toward home all de time - yo ' know , he comin ' tuh yuh . Den wind it good 
an' t i ght . Go t uh de f iahp lace , call de  Lord ' s  Name thr ee t ime s [ the Three High
es t  Names ? ] .  Put it down in der e .  P lace a br ick down on top of i t . [ Firs t ,  a 
hearth b rick is taken up and then r ep lac ed on the 3 ingr ed ient s :  track , need les 
and red p epper . ]  Dat br ings ' im back . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 8 8 ) , 2 06 : 1+8 5 . ]  

5417 . (What would you do now , if  a woman want ed t o  br ing a man back? What 
would she do ? ) 

She goes an ' git ' is track , j is '  lak dat . 
(Ei ther track ? ) 
Yes , his track - ei thah one of  ' em [ d emonstrates ] . 
(From the heel to the t o e  or the toe to the heel?  How ar e you pull ing that  

dirt  b ack? ) 
From ' is to e r ight back tuh ' is heel . Den she carries dat , she t ie s  it  up wit 

a lit tle coal out de chiml ey [ = f ireplace ] .  Mix it tuhge thah an ' b eat i t up . 

FIREPLACE COAL - COOLED WITH HER URINE - AND 
HI S TRACK - T IED TO HER - WORN AS A JOMOO 

She t ies it  tuh ' er ,  put s i t  in 
nex ' tuh ' er skin . Dat ' s  whut 
chew call a jomoo [ usual ly jomoh ] .  
An ' she carries it  tuh ' er , an ' 

she weah i t  roun ' ' er wai s ' .  An ' [ that ' s ] why he ' ll hang aroun ' ' er .  
(You said she will put dead coals or l ive coals ? )  
She git de  live coals an ' pees on ' em ' fore she puts ' em out an ' let ' em git 

cold . D en she beat s  i t , irons all dat tuhge thah . Den she weahs it roun ' ' er 
wais ' .  [Waycro ss , Ga . , (115 7 ) , 1 9 2 8 : 10 . ] 

5418 . Yes , ah have heard dat chew co uld take de track of  a '  individual an ' 
yo ' put it in a papah . Always , i f  yo ' wan ' ' em t uh come tuh yo ' ,  fold i t  tuh 

FOLD TO OR FROM YOU - TRACK 
yo ' ;  an ' i f  yo ' wan ' ' em tuh go , fold it from yo ' . 
See . An ' bury it . 
(What will that do then? ) 

Says da t i t  will b r ing ' em back . Yo ' take de  lef ' -foot  track . [ Memphis , T enn . , 
(15 29a) , 2 7 34 : 9 . ] 

5419 . Dey could take yore tracks an ' bur y i t  undah de steps , if  dey want ed 
yo ' tuh s tay der e .  Den yo ' would s tay . Dey ' d  take yo re track comin ' , j is '  lak 
yo ' s  comin ' in de  hous e  an ' carry it back dis way [ toward s house ] .  An ' den take 
it an ' fold it an ' put it undah de bot tom of de s teps . I f  d ey want ed yo ' tuh 
stay , da t chew woul d stay der e . 

(You take b o th track s ? ) 
De r ight track . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (154 8 ) , 2808 : 10 . ] 
5420 . Heard people say da t yo ' could go tuh de fo ' ks of de  road . Ah ' ve heard 

dat ab out chur e track too . Say , j is '  lak yo ' d  go long dere , ah could go tuh de 

FORKS OF ROAD - TRACK P I CKED UP AT - KEPT 
fo ' ks of de  road an ' git chure track . 
Why dey ' d use it de same way , j i s '  
stop i t  up in somepin othah an ' lay 

it up in yo re house , anywhere ; but long as yo ' kep t dat track , why yo ' have de 
' tention [ a t t ention ] of de per son . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1 06 7 ) ,  1 7 2 6 : 6 . ]  

FORKS OF ROAD - TRACK - SEW INTO NEW CLOTH 
54 2 1 .  [ They ] go out tuh d e  fo ' ks 
of de road an ' git chur e track . Git 
it  from de heel , i f  dey wanta run yo ' 

away ; an ' if  d ey want chew tuh come back , dey g it i t  from de toe . An ' dey s ew it  
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up in a bran ' -new piece of c lo th , an ' dey tote it in dey pocket . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  
(113 2 ) , 183 6 : 9 . ] 

54 2 2 .  Makes some cro sses intuh a cros sroads . Make a cro ss  in three f orms -
see , kinda , ah couldn ' t  explain dat to yo ' . 

FORKS OF ROAD - TRACK P ICKED UP AT - "Y" CROSS 
TIED IN HANDKERCHIEF - CORNER OF STEP 

(Well , j us t make i t  right ther e . 
You s i t  down and make it there 
and I ' ll see it . )  

Now dis de  cro ssroad s , an ' dey makes it in d is 
"Y" shaped . Undahstan ' d is way? 

Jis ' lak d is ,  s ee [ demonstra tes] . 
mannah . Right lak dat , kin ' of  a 

(Yes , like a "Y" . )  
Well , right up - j is '  lak [demonstrates ] dey come in heah [ at the cro s sroad s ] . 

Ah come d isaway - dis is de way ah live . An ' dis  de way - say , da t ' s  where yo ' 
live . 

(The two prongs o f  the "Y" - all right , comin ' together , to a mee ting . ) 
Comin ' together . An ' if dey j is '  take yore track from dis  p lace , an ' tie it 

up in a pocket hank ' scuff or rag o r  sompin lak da t , an ' t ie it  in a kno t an ' put 
it down undah de cornah of de do ' s tep ,  yo ' have tub go . 

(Go where? ) 
Go ' way from de c ity , if  yo ' wus in de city . 
(Whos e doors tep do you put it under ?  [ Your doorstep ] or under the other fel

low ' s?  This track you p ick up ? )  
De one yo ' got de track o f f . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (118 7 ) , 2001 : 8 , ] 
5 4 2 3 . Ah ' ve heard dat argued up home . Dat ' s  de forks o f  de road .  Yo ' go tuh 

de forks of de road , if a p erson ' s a enemy to yo ' ,  see . An ' if yo ' kin git tuh 
de forks of de road an ' git de tracks of dat person from de fork of dat road -

FORKS OF ROAD - P ICK UP RIGHT TRACK - SPRINKLE DOWN LEFT FORK 

ways . An ' 
de road . 

see , i t ' s two 
roads . See . Now 
de f ork o f  de 

yo ' kin take his road dat means de road is prackly [pract ically ] two 
tracks an ' sprinkle de dus t down in de lef t  s ide o f 

(You go out to the forks o f  the road and you get 
What do you do with thos e  tracks ? )  

this man ' s tracks out ther e . 

One goes right an ' one go lef ' , if yo ' wanta run de man cra zy . Ah ' ve heard 
dat argued a good many times . 

(You pick up how many tracks? ) 
Yo ' pick i t  up outa de right-han ' track . Take up de right ' han ' track an ' 

sprinkle i t  down on de left  s ide [of  "Y" fork ] - in de lef ' way . Dat ' s  de way 
dey runs so many people cra zy . Ah have nevah done dat . 

(You don ' t touch his l ef t  track at all then? ) 
Yo ' takes it outa de  right track yo ' see an ' sprinkle i t  on d e  lef t s ide 

[ fork ] of  de road . 
(You don ' t put anything in the other sid e  of the road a t  all? ) 
Oh , not de right side , see . An ' den yo ' ,  when yo ' git through dat , den yo ' 

walk down de r ight side [ fork] o f  de road , unless  [ you do ] da t yo ' both will go 
crazy . 

Unless - see , if yo ' go down de lef '  side [ fork ] aftah yo '  sprinkle de track , 
de dust down in de lef ' s ide , den yo ' go down d e  lef ' side , both o f  yo ' will go 
crazy . 

(You have to go down the r ight fork? ) 
Yo ' have tuh go down de right side of de road . Dat ' s  old-time doin ' s .  [ St .  

P eter sburg , Fla . , (1031 ) , 1 6 7 5 : 3 . ] 
5424 . Yo ' go down tuh de fo ' fo ' k  of a road an ' yo ' git de  lef ' track of a 
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person . Yo ' take it from d e  toe  back tuh de heel wit de  lef ' han ' an ' yo ' keep 
dat wit yo ' , if i t ' s  some

FORKS OF ROAD 4 - P ICK UP LEFT TRACK WITH LEFT HAND 
one dat chew love an ' try
in ' tuh g i t  back tuh yo ' .  
(You wrap that up in some-
thing ? ) 

Yes s ir ,  yo ' put dat in de 
214 7 : 15 . ] 

p iec e of  clo th - red flannen . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1269) , 

5 4 2 5 . Said dey ' ll take up d e  tracks . Yo ' know, bring it  tuh yo ' .  
(Weren ' t  you going out to the forks of  the road now? ) 
[My ques tion shows that I was late  turning on recording machine . ]  
Yo ' mean de fo ' ks of  de  road . Yo ' mean t hree road s tuhgethah . Yo ' pick up 

dos e  tracks an ' bring ' em tuh yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' , Yo ' bring do s e  three tracks 
tuh yo ' . Af tah yo ' p ick ' em up tuh yo ' ,  yo ' takes ' em  an ' put ' em  in a new piece  

FORKS O F  ROAD - 3 TRACKS PICKED U P  AT 
o f  homespun , sew ' em up an ' bury ' em 
undah d e  - j is '  lak if yo ' livin ' tuh a 
plac e ,  if dere ' s someone dat chew wants  

tuh come 
(That 
5426 . 

in yore home , don ' chew know - an ' bury ' em  undah yore do ' step s . 
will bring them to your hous e . )  [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (110 2 ) , 17 7 6 : 3 . ]  

Dey goes tuh de fo ' ks of a road an ' git s de track of  a person . Lak 
yo ' pass by  d ere , dey g i t  chur e track , ei thah of  do s e  track . Dey ' ll git  nine 

FORKS OF ROAD - 9 TRACKS PICKED UP AT 
HOLLOW OF FOOT TO TOE GOING AWAY 

THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER IN SWAMP 

tracks , nine step s  yo ' make , an ' dey ' ll 
git  f rom de hallah [ hollow] of yore feet 
tuh de toe goin ' da t way . Dey ' ll bottle  
dat  up an ' throw it in de sea  - in de 
swamp where it runnin ' watah , an '  dey 

shoot yo ' r ight in behin ' dat . Yo ' ll go r ight on behin ' dat track , behin ' dat 
bottle , an ' yo ' ll nevah stop until da t b o t tle  stop s . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 1 ) , 

2429 : 5 . ] 
FORKS OF ROAD - TRACK TAKEN TO 5427 . Dey says dey kin take yor e tracks - yo ' 

know , j is '  lak yo '  git  de  dir t  outa yore tracks , 
an ' takes it  tuh de fo ' ks of  a road . An ' put it in de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' git  
chew tuh wandahin ' . Dey put it right at de fo ' ks of de road an ' it put  chew tuh 
wandahin ' aro un ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 24 2) , 211 2 : 2 . ]  

5428 . Mah mo thah says dat yo ' could take a person ' s  track , i f  yo ' d idn ' t wan ' 
' em roun ' an ' yo ' wanted tuh run ' em  away or somepin lak da t .  Yo ' could take his 

track an ' take i t  tuh de fo ' ks 
FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE TRACK TO - THROW DOWN 1 FORK of dis  road , an ' throw it one 

way ,  an ' d irec tly de way yo ' 
dat track . would throw dat track,  why dey would go b ehin ' 

(You said you would take either track? ) 
Yes sir . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (107 3 ) , 1 7 33 : 11 . ] 
5429 . Dey kin take yore track up an ' carry it tuh two fo ' ks of  de road [ a  "Y" 

road ] , an' j is '  as yo ' git tuh de fo ' k  of de road , why yo ' throws it  ovah yore 

FORKS OF ROAD - LEFT TRACK TO - OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
lef ' shouldah . An ' when yo ' 
throw it ovah yore lef ' 
shouldah , don ' t look back . 

Dat makes yo ' move an ' put chew tuh travelin ' . 
(Which track do you take , you say? ) 

Yo ' want s tuh move off . 

Yo ' take yore  lef ' f eet . 
(Well , now suppose  I take 

the forks of the road . Here 
this way . Now where would I 

your left-foot track and I walk out to  this road , 
[ I d emonstrate ] are the two forks and I am walking 
stand and throw that , right in the middle? ) 
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Oat ' s  r ight , right at de fo ' k . 
(I would throw that over my left shoulder . Then wha t do I do ? )  

Af tah yo ' throw it , yo ' walk right on s traight ahead on de way yo ' were goin ' . 
Go right straight on from i t . 

(That would send you to traveling . )  
Dat put de fellah tuh travelin ' ,  when yo ' p ick up ' is track . [ St .  Petersburg , 

Fla . , (998 ) , 1614 : 3 . ] 
54 3 0 .  Take dat foot 

yo ' bury i t  tuh de fo ' k  
track an ' two aigs an ' carry it tuh de fo ' k  of a road an ' 
of de road j is '  befo ' sunrise , an ' dat will make anybody 

come from fah [ far ] an ' neah [ near ] . 

FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE TO AND BURY AT 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - LEFT TRACK AND 2 EGGS 

(Come to you , if you want them to come . )  
Want dem tuh come . Even in New York or 
Alabama or anywheres , if yo ' wan ' ' em 

or what ?  And what do you do 
Take d e  lef ' -foo t track . 

de  fo ' k  of  de  road . 

tuh come . 
(You take one foo t track or both of them 

with those two eggs? ) 
Take de two aigs an '  de foot track an ' bury it tuh 

(The le f t  foot track . Do you break these eggs  or what? ) 
No , yo ' leave ' em j is '  whole . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1260) , 213 9 : 4 . ]  
5431 . Dey say yo '  kin take a shahp [ sharp ] stick an ' put dat in yore track . 

Dey kin go tuh each fo ' ks of  de road - lak de road da t go t fo ' forks tuh it [ a  
cro ssroad ] an ' yo ' 

FORKS 4 OF ROAD (CROS SROAD) - 5 ST ICKS - 1 IN EACH 4 FORKS 
1 THROUGH TRACK AWAY FROM CROS SROAD - CALL NAME 

kin drive a stake 
down at each one 
of dem fo ' ks of de 
road , an ' dey say dat 
will hurt chah too . 

(They have to put one down in your foo t  track too . Then 
of  t he road and put them there . )  

you go to  the four forks 

An ' call yo ' names. 
(What is that supposed to do to you? ) 
Dat hurts chah . [Jacksonville , Fla . ,  (620) , 7 9 3 : 2 . ] 
5432 . If yo ' wanted tuh do away wit anybody , run ' em  off  from yo ' ,  anyways 

lak dat ,  yo ' would take de d ir t  outa - undah ' is lef ' feet an ' put it in a box , 

FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE LEFT-FOOT TRACK IN TIN BOX TO 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER - "GO a TUH COME NO MO 1 " 

a tin box . An ' carry it 
tuh dat fo ' ks of de road , 
an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' 
shouldah in da t road an ' 

say , "Go , tuh come no mo ' . "  
(To run you away? ) 

Dey say da t i s  a true thing fo ' it . 

Yes s ir .  [ Waycros s , Ga . ,  (116 2 ) , 1937 : 8 . ] 
5433 . Dey do dat sometime in ordah whenevah dey wan ' s a person tuh leave 

aroun ' ' em - a enemy . 
(All r ight , tell  me the whole 
Whenevah d ey have a enemy an ' 

de fo ' ks of de road an ' dey take 

story . )  
dey wan ' s tuh git rid o f  dat enemy , dey go tuh 
dere track wit ' em .  Dey g i t  both tracks an ' 

FORKS OF ROAD - BOTH TRACKS TO - BEFORE SUNRISE 
FACE EAST - CALL PERSON ' S  NAME - THROWS TRACKS AWAY 

CALL 3 HIGHEST NAME S  - SAY WHAT YOU WANT DONE 

take out dere tuh de fo ' ks 
of de road b efo ' day in de 
mawnin ' ,  see . Yo ' know, 
b efo ' daylight - sunlight 
' tween two an ' fo ' a ' clock 

lak dat . An ' yo '  take da t track out dere an ' yo ' turn yore face tuh de eas t , an ' 
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yo ' say three , repeat three word s , In de Name of de Father� Son an '  Ho ly Ghos t . 
[ Say ] whut chew want dese peopl e tuh do , dey do in ' yo ' harm , an '  yo ' call d is 
person name an ' den yo ' throw it  dat way . 

{What way? ) 
Dere tuhwards de eas t .  
(You throw this track toward the eas t ? ) 
Yes , throw it tuhwards de ea s t . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1167 ) , 1962 : 3 .] 

5434 . Ah heard if  yo ' want someone tuh leave heah , yo ' know yo ' wan ' a  git rid 
o f  someone , an ' dey way dey do , dey said dey' d git  chure foo t track from yore 

toes - gi t chure right- foo t track 
GOURD - FOOT TRACK I N - INTO RUNNING WATER from de toes an ' br ing it tuh yo ' .  

An ' yo ' put it  in a green gourd an ' 
s t op it up , an ' go tuh runnin'  watah , where dere ' s  runnin ' watah , an ' throw it 
ovahb o ' d . Throw it  ovah yore lef ' shouldah , ovahbo ' d .  An ' dey say dat will 
shore run ' em away , Dey ' ll go somewheres . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , (1446) , 
2 6 24 : 1 . ] 

5435 . Take dat track an ' yo ' put it in a gourd .  Yo ' know , j is '  cut de end 
o f  it , yo ' know , off , an ' yo ' put d a t  track in de gourd , an '  den yo ' ·  put a stop
pah in dere rea l tight an ' throw it in d e  branch . J i s ' lak dat gourd go , dat ' s  
dey way he ' ll go .  

(Tha t ' s  the way this person will go ? )  
Oat ' s  right . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1309) , 2 2 14 : 7 . ] 
5436 . Well , people - j is '  lak dey see yore feet t rack , yo ' know an ' know it ' s  

yore  track . Dey kin p ick yore track up yo ' see an ' put it  in dere pocket or any
thin ' , an ' go an ' git ' em a gourd an ' b o '  ' em a hole in it . [ Then put track in 
gourd and stop it up . ]  An '  den throw dat gourd in de rivah or anywhere in run
nin ' watah , yo ' know , an ' dey kin run yo ' crazy lak d a t  an ' make yo '  hitch-hike 
all de t ime . Yo ' know , yo ' cain ' t stay in one p la c e  long as da t gourd keep goin ' 
down de s tream . 

[ I t  is evident that tra ck wen t into gour d , but I wan t a statement from infor
man t . ] 

(What do they do with tha t fo o t  track , put it in the pocket ? )  
No , dey put it in de gourd an ' throw i t  in de r ivah or anywhere dere runnin ' 

watah . 
(They take either foo t track ? )  
Dey take yore f o o t  track . 
(Well , why do they put i t in the gourd ? )  

Why dey put in d e  gourd?  Dey have t o  put i t  in de gourd o n  account ,  yo ' know , 
s omp in dat will s tay floatin ' on top of  de wa tah , yo ' know . [ Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  
(1072 ) , 1 7 32 : 5 . ] 

543 7 . Dey gi t chore foo t  track . An ' af tah dey git chore foo t track , chore 
lef ' one - git chore lef ' f o o t  track go in ' from ' em .  Dey g i t  it go in ' from ' em .  

Now , when d ey p ick it up , 
GRAVE - BURIED IN CENTER OF - LEFT TRACK AND SUGAR why yore  track go in ' dat 

way from ' em ,  why dey take 
an ' pull it t uh ' em lak da t - pull it back tuh ' em lak da t .  An ' dey ' ll mix i t  
wit sugah an '  care [ carry ] it  in d e  c emetery , an ' put it right i n  de grave . D ig 
right down in de centah an ' put i t  right down in de  grave . An ' dat daid [ dead ]  
spirit will j is '  keep yore spiri t ,  j is '  k eep yuh worried up - j is '  keep yuh wor
ried . Yuh heah tell o f  a who l e  lot of people dyin ' in de  baid? An ' dat ' ll wor
ry ' em - DAT DAID SPIRIT ' LL WORRY YORE SPIRIT UP .  AN '  MAYBE YORE SPIRIT ' LL WAN
DAR OFF WIT DAT DAID SP IRIT , AWAY IN DE NIGHT AN '  NEVAH GIT BACK ; AN '  YUH ' LL FIND 
OUT DAT S OMEBODY I N  DE BAID DAID . [ Wilming ton , N . Car . ,  ( 22 3 ) , 138 : 4  or 213 : 4 . ] 
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5438 . Dey take yore track , yore right track , an ' carry it  
an ' name it af tah yo ' .  Call yore name , yo ' know , tuh some o f  

in de graveyard 
dose whut dey known 
in de graveyard 
whut ' s  dead . Put 
it  down s ide de 

GRAVE OF KNOWN PERSON - BURY IN - TRACK NAMED FOR ITS MAKER 
CALL SP IRIT IN GRAVE TO TAKE MAKER OF TRACK 

tell ' em tuh take dis track an ' take 
N .  Car . , ( 24 3 ) , 165 : 14 or 240 : 10 . ] 

5439 . If  yo ' wan ' a  p erson tuh go 
dey ' ve go t [ they say ] da ' choo could 

person grave an ' 
dat person away from heah . [Wilmington , 

yore way an ' wan ' a  take all de money dat 
take dere righ t  track an ' put it up in a 

GRAVE OF BABY - BURIED AT HEAD OF - RIGHT TRACK AND SALT 
li ' le p iece o f  papah 
wit  s ome salt ,  an ' 
s t ick it down tuh de 

haid o f  a baby ' s  grave , an ' dat ' ll cuz a man tuh do anythin ' da ' choo wan ' ' im' 
tuh do , or a woman ·eithah , if a man treats ' er dat way . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . ,  
( 26 8 ) , 189 : 8+8 5 . ]  

5440 . Ah have heard a person 
dirt , git a par t  o f yore track .  

kin run yo '  crazy . Dey kin take s ome o f  de 
Go tuh de graveyard an ' git  s ome dirt . 

GRAVE OF GAMBLER - DIRT FROM FOOT OF 
VICTIM ' S RIGHT TRACK - SALT = 3 INGREDIENTS 

IN RED FLANNEL - UNDER VICTIM' S STEPS - 7 DAYS ,, 

(Get the dirt from both tracks 
or j us t  one? ) 
Yore right feet - from yore 
right feet t rack , an ' go tuh de 
grave of a gamb lah an ' git some 

o f de dirt from de fo ot of ' is grave . Take i t  an '  carry it home an ' git chew 
s ome red flannel ,  table salt , an ' take i t  an ' put i t right undah ' is steps , an ' 
in seven days he ' ll be cra zy or mindless . 

(You wrap all this s tuff up in that red flannel and bury it under his own 
s tep . ) 

Undah ' is s tep . [ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , (104 2 ) , 168 7 : 5 . ] 
5441 . Dey tell me yo ' have tuh go tuh de cemetery ro un ' about fo ' a ' clo ck in 

de mawnin ' an ' take an ' put yore han ' intuh de middle of a dead s innah ' s  grave . 

GRAVE OF S INNER - DIRT FROM - DIME - VICTIM ' S TRACK 
3 INGREDIENTS - THROW ON HIS PORCH - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

An ' den yo ' put , yo ' know , 
a d ime [ in this hol e ]  an ' 
git dis  dirt . An ' yo ' 
take dis  d irt , choo see , 

an ' yo ' come on away . An' yo ' would take de [ vic tim ' s ]  foot track , yo ' s ee , wit 
dis graveyard dirt . An ' wherevah a person is da ' choo don ' t wan ' ' em ,  dey tell 
me da ' choo kin take dis dirt - aftah yo ' gi t it  from dis graveyard about fo ' 
a ' clock in de mawnin ' - an ' take it  an ' throw it all ovah dis  place where dis 
person is . An ' dey say dey ' ll nevah will go back no mo ' .  Dey say dey ' ll j i s '  
certainly drive ' em away from d ere , or drive ' em outa t own .  Yo ' ain ' t got ' a  
do a thing but j is '  take an ' throw it right on de front porch an ' walk away wit 
chore back turned . An ' don ' t look back . [ Wilmingt on , N .  Car . , (174 ) , 8 7 : 4+85 . ]  

5442 . Ah ' ve heard of  peop le even takin ' up . dere track . Ji s ' lak yo ' walk an ' 
dey take yore track an ' carry it an' take it  an ' bury it in de  graveyard . Well , 

GRAVEYARD - TRACK - BURIED IN 
yo ' be no mo ' good tuh yo ' self . Jis ' lak now, 
dey ' ll know yore track where yo '  walk along , j is ' 
go an ' pick it up , an '  take it an ' carry it an ' 

bury it in de graveyard . An ' yo ' won ' t b e  no mo ' good tuh yo ' self . 
(Ei ther track , it  doesn ' t make any difference? ) 
Ei ther t rack , right or lef t . Anywhere , j is '  s ince dey know who se track it 

is . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2447 : 7 . ] 
544 3 . J is ' lak a pe r son walkin ' in dey foot track , dey pick up de whole track 
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an '  put it in a bot t le an ' bury it  in de  cemetery . An ' dey say , as  long as hit 
s tay dat way , dat person can ' t walk a 

GRAVEYARD - TRACK BOTTLED - BURIED IN s t ep .  
(Either track or both o f  them? ) 

Jes ' from de right fo ot . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (126 6 ) , 2446 : 7 . ] 
5444 . Dey kin take yore foo t  track up • • •  throw 
it in de cemetery • • •  da t will g ive yo ' bad 

GRAVEYARD - TRACK - THROWN INTO luck • • •  put yo ' tuh dr ift in ' . [ New Orleans , 

La . ,  (814 ) , 114 5 : 11 . ] 
544 5 .  Heard o f  ' em j is '  takin ' up yore track . 

Dey could take up yore track an ' run yo ' ' way from home . Dey take dat track an ' 
dey carry i t  tuh - put it undah

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - MIX - UNDER DOORSTEP neat ' chure s tep . Go tuh de 
graveyard an ' mix some graveyard 

dust wit ' em ,  den dey bury i t  undahneat ' chure s teps . 
(That i s  supposed to run you away? ) 
Dey say dat ' sposed tuh run yo ' ' way . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1338 ) , 2 3 11 : 5 . ]  
5446 . Dey say if  dey gi t  chure lef ' track an ' put some graveyard d ir t  in wi t 

dat , an ' put i t  undah de s t ep ; dey say dat will cuz zooh tub be LAME IN YORE LEG , 
OR MAKE YO ' SLEEP A LOT . [ Wilming to n ,  N .  Car . , ( 205) , 112 : 4+8 5 . ]  

544 7 .  Ketch de right foo t [ tr ack ] d isaway [ demonstra t es ] , de lef ' -fo o t  [ track ] 
disaway . 

(You bring the right fo ot  back , toe back to heel ; the le ft foo t ,  you catch 
from the heel up to  the toe . ) 

Put it in a piece of  new homespun w ' a '  [what ] ain ' t nevah b een washed . Go tub 
de graveyard an ' gi t some d ir t  an ' mix wit it . Well , yo ' see , dat ' ll make yo ' 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RIGHT TRACK TOE TO HEEL 
LEFT TRACK HEEL TO TOE - NEW HOMESPUN - DOORSTEP 

leave home . Take it  an ' put 
it back undah yore s t ep s . 
Well , af tah dey put it undah 
yor e s t eps , yo ' see , yo ' ll 

leave home ; yo ' can ' t come back dere no mo ' .  [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (19 6 ) , 
102 : 4+8 5 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - INTO RUNNING WATER 5448 . She will g it ' i s t rack an ' 
an ' git  some 
rivah an ' chunk 
Ga . , (1090 ) , 

go tuh de graveyard 
graveyard dirt an ' put it in a p iece o f  clo t h ,  an ' carry it tuh a 
it down de s tr eam , an ' t ell ' im tuh go , an ' he ' ll go . [Waycro ss , 

1757 : 14 . ] 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - TRACK - INTO RUNNING WATER 544 9 .  Take de foo t track 

an ' mix it wit sulphur 
an '  put it in runnin ' watah - an ' graveyard dirt ,  an ' dat will run ' em o f f . 

(Either foo t  track? ) 
Wel l ,  it ' s  b est tuh git  de le f ' ,  nex ' tuh de hear t . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , 

(14 5 1) , between cyl . 2642-2649 . ]  
5450 . Ah knowed a f el lah once said if  yo ' watch 

she stepped in de sand , he said take three fingahs , 
a gurl [ girl ] - he said i f  
dip down in de sand l i ' cat 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - 3 FINGERS TO JERK BACK TRACK 
INCANTAT ION - T I E  IN BAG - BURY IN DIRT-BOTTOM SPRING 

[ l ike that ] , j erk it  back 
tub yuh an ' say de words 
"ah got chah , "  he said . 
An ' yo ' ta ' cat [ take 

that ]  sand an ' take it tuh de graveyard ,  an ' git  some graveyard d ir t  an ' put it  
vit i t . Den  yo ' take i t  an ' tie it in a bag , an ' bury it i n  d e  bot tom o f  a dirt 
spring - a spr ing wit a sof ' [ soft ] bot tom tuh it  - wher e  dis gurl dr inks outa , 
see . An ' . yo ' ll have de  gur l so da ' she [ t hat  she ] couldn ' t leave yuh .  She ' d  



2848 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

have tuh s tay wit chew all de t ime .  [ Baltimo re , Md . ,  (154) , 6 1 : 4 . ]  
5451 . Den d ey say d ey could take ro un ' yor e  track an ' dey kin f inely [ f inal

ly]  run yuh comp letely away from home . D ey take out of yore lef ' track , take 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - 3 LEFT TRACKS - SULPHUR - LODESTONE 
MIX - TIE - BURY NEAR HOUSE 

three outa de lef ' [ 3  
lef t tracks ] ,  j is '  outa 
de palm of de track [ of t en 
called the hoZ Zah = hol

low] . Den j erk it back . Take dat an ' mix it wit graveyard dirt . Put some sul
phur an ' lodestone . Tie i t  in a li ' le [ cloth ] . Bury any place r ight aroun ' de 
house . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (17 2) , 8 5 : 3 . ] 

5 4 5 2 . Ah would go an ' ah wou ld f in '  de foot tracks , an ' ah would p ick up de 
dust o f  de foo t track - where de foot track made a pr int . Ah would go tuh de 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - TRACK - WEAR IN SHOE 
graveyard an ' ah would g i t  some graveyard 
dust , an ' ah would mix it all tuhgethah , 
see . Den ah would place i t  in mah shoe 

an ' walk on i t . Dat would make yo ' come - j is ' like yo ' hate me , are an enemy 
aga ins t  me , undahs tan ' , da t will make yo ' come tuh like me . [ New Orleans , La . , 
( 8 5 3 ) , 1344 : 2 . ] 

5453 . De  way ah heered dat , d ey take yore left-hand track . J is '  lak yo ' make 
a t rac k ,  well d ey take de centah from yor e track , r ight from de bot tom of yore 
foot , an ' take dat dir t an '  carry it . Go tuh a graveyard an ' take dat [ track] 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - RIGHT TRACK - MIX - TIE IN 
LEFT SIDE OF HANDKERCHIEF - TIE ABOUT BODY 

dirt an ' mix it  wit graveyard dirt . 
An ' yo ' take it den an ' tie it up 
in a han ' che ' ch ' ef ,  in de left-hand 
s id e  of a han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  an ' t ie it 

roun ' dere body an ' tote it on dere body lak da t .  Well , dey says if yo ' take it 
an'  tote it  roun' yore body lak da t ,  dat take some kinda ' f ee t on party [ who se 
track is used ] an ' keep ' em wit chew , an ' SHE WON ' HAVE NO NATURE FO ' NO OTHAH 
MAN BUT ' IM  [ this could also go under CAUSES OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE , p . 234lf . ] . 

(Well , who would do that ? )  
Well , now de boy would do dat to de g ir l .  
(He would wear i t  o n  his body? ) 
Yes sir , wear it roun ' ' is body . 
(And she wouldn ' t  have any nature for anyone but him? ) 
No one but him .  
(He would take h er foot track with thi s graveyard d irt and put i t  i n  the left 

s ide of the handkerchief ? ) 
D e  left s ide of de han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  
(Well , what is  the left side of the handkerchi ef ? )  
Well , d e  lef t  cornah dere . 
[The upper-lef t corner a s  you face  it . ]  
(And he wears it around his  wai st ? )  
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 1 3) , 2540 : 3 . ] 
5 4 54 .  Wel l ,  dey git some dust out o f  a graveyard an ' mix it tuhgethah wit 

some peppah an ' s tuff like da t . See . Den aftah yo ' mix it tuhgethah an ' like 
da t , den dey wi ll git lodestone . D is b lack lod estone i s  a powdah-like , yo ' see . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - PEPPER 
BLACK LODESTONE POWDER 

An ' mix it tuhgethah . D en dey will take yor e 
track like dis . Take yore track an ' where dey 
come an '  take yore track up , den dey ' ll put de 
dus t down de way yo ' go - see , disaway . An ' 

when yo ' go from de home an ' travelin ' ovah dat plac e ,  dey sprinkle dat dust dat
away all de time . But when yo ' travel ovah dat , d en da t ' ll make yo ' come away 
from da t house ,  make yo ' be uncont ented here . See ,  yo ' will move , s ee . 
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(I  s ee , I see . ) 
Yo ' cain ' t be contented in dat place . Dat ' ll make yo ' have tuh move . 
(They don ' t p ick up the track , the earth - j ust put stuff in the track? ) 
J is ' put de stuff in de track j is '  where yo ' go , an ' den dat ma ke  yo ' be • • •  
(Just in the track . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 7 8 ) , 107 2 : 2 . ]  
5455 . D ey ' ll [ evil doer wi ll ] go tuh de graveyard an ' git some dirt an ' mix 

it wit salt an ' p eppah . Git d is red pod of p eppah an ' grind it up , an ' put it 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - SALT - RED POD PEPPER 
AT DOOR - AFTER VICTIM STEPS IN - BURY IN GRAVEYARD 

right a t  dere [vic tim ' s ]  
step by d e  do ' . Den yo '  
[ vict im ] step in it . He 
[ evil doer ] takes dis up , 

dis  footprint , an ' take i t  back 
dis person [victim]  will  ei thah 
mond , Va . , ( 3 8 6 ) , 458 : 2 . ]  

5456 . De  left foo t , gits  it 
yo ' make yore  track d er e  in da t 

tuh de  graveyard an ' bury it . An ' den dey claim 
become s ick or dey be driven outa town . [Rich-

from dere wher e yo ' make yore track . Jis ' lak 
sand , well ah come back down dere an ' ah see 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - TRACK - SALT - SULPHUR 
yore track . D en [ I ] come dere an ' j is '  
git  up one t easpoonful o f  dat d irt  out 
chur e track . An ' den yo ' take dat dirt 

an ' sulphur , graveyard dirt , salt . Mix all dat tuhg ethah . An ' den take dat 
thing an ' j is '  what evah dey wanta do wit yo ' ,  dey kin do it . 

(Wha t would they do with that ? )  
Well , dey could take da t an ' if dey want chew tuh leave from dere , d on '  wan ' 

chew roun ' , if  yo ' s  ahindahin ' ' em  any , j is '  send yo ' on o f f . Dey won ' t nevah 
have no mo ' tuh do wi t yo ' . D ey ain' t goin '  be any way bothahed . Dat ' s  fo ' a 
hinimey [ an enemy ] o f  yourn . 

(What would they do wi th that dir t in order to send me away? ) 
Why da t ' s  whut dey do wi t i t . Jis ' take an ' mix all of  da t tuhgethah whut ah 

tole yo ' . 
(But wha t do they do with that after they mix it  together? ) 
Well , dey will take dat den an ' carry i t  - dey kin bury it . An ' when dey bury 

it , why dat j is '  got chew up set . Yo ' j es '  got ' a  leave dere . Yo ' can ' t do any
thing atall . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331 ) , 2 2 8 9 : 6 . ]  

5457 . Ah heard a lady dat ah knew , she wanted tuh do a p erson a very bad 
trick.  She taken a bran ' -new bucket , a t in bucket dat nevah been used . Put 
da t bucket dere an ' put some graveyard d ir t  in it . An ' put dat lady ' s name in 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - NAME - LEFT TRACK - NEW MIRROR 
BURY ALL IN NEW BUCKET 

whut she j i s '  didn ' t care much 
fo ' in d ere . An ' walked tuh a 
p lace an ' took ' er left foot , 
mashed it  in de grou�d , so she 

could git de print o f  ' er foo t . An ' put da t in dat new bucket , an ' bought a 
bran ' -new looking gla s s  - bran ' -new ten-cent glass an ' put dat in de bucket . An ' 
den she bur ied dat . Dat ' s  tuh turn them down agains t de wor ld. She buried dat 
g lass  an ' de lef t  pr int of foo t , an ' de graveyard dirt , an ' put it in dis new 
bucket an ' bur ied it . She wuz bur-y in ' 'er down .  

( She put this graveyard dirt in the bucket and then she puts this woman ' s  name 
in the bucket . )  

De name on a papah . 
(Then suppose  I ' m  do ing this to you . 

footprint on top . ) 
Then I make my own foo tprint , put my own 

Ah ' m  de one supposed tuh be put t in '  mah prints on top of yo ' . 
(You are put ting your prints on me to keep me down . I understand . )  [An old 

note of mine read , "Woman talks so fast . " ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , (663) , 8 7 1 : 6 . ]  
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5458 . [ Dey ] git mah track early in d e  mawnin ' .  Dey ' d go tuh de sunr ise , take 
it from de wes t , take it from de east . Put it in graveyard dirt [ and say] , "Go 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - WALK TO SUNRI S E  - PICK UP 2 TRACKS 
1 EAST , 1 WEST - OVER SHOULDER EAST - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

an ' stay . Neva h come no 
mo ' • Nevah be worr ied 
wit yo ' no mo ' . " Take 
it an ' throw i t acro ss 

mah lef t shouldah . Don ' t look back . Nevah be  worried no mo ' .  
(Where do you throw it ? )  
Throw i t  acro ss mah left shouldah tuhward de east . Nevah be worried no mo ' . 
(How do you mean you take up this foot track from the east and from the wes t ? ) 
No t  t hrow i t  east an ' west ,  take it up a s  yo' walk tuhward de sunrise . Undah-

stan ' ? Jis ' lak yo ' walk out de do ' ,  undahstan ' , early ' fore de sunrise . Well 
ah will take yore track up . Ah would put yore track in a box . Undahstan ' ,  shet 
it up in dere . An ' when - de s tuf f ' fore de sunr ise , ah ' m  go in ' throw it east 
an ' west cros s ma h  left shouldah i n  graveyard d ir t . Well, ah ' m  ga in ' pray , "Go 
an ' s tay . D on ' t nevah come bac k no mo ' . " Well , ah ' ll nevah s ee yo ' no mo ' .  
Undahstan ' ?  All right . [ Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , (591) , 7 6 1 : 2 . ] 

5 4 5 9 . Tracks o f  yore foo t  - o f  yor e  right foot . 
(How do they do tha t ? )  

Yo ' kin j is ' take - dey t ells me dat yo ' kin walk out der e .  Wat chew [ watch 
you ] when yo ' s t ep out . DEN DEY USED TUH HAVE GROUN ' , YO ' KNOW , TUH WALK ON . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - CENTER OF TRACK - IN BOTTLE 
RAINWATER IN - BURY AT NORTH CORNER OF TREE ROOT 
TILT AND LET DRIP - AFTER LAST DROP VICT IM GONE 

Well , when yo ' st ep d own on 
dat d irt , r ight where yo ' 
step ,  dey go dere an ' takes 
dat track up , p icks it up . 

in de middle of  where 
foo t ] . 

D ey t ell me d ey ketch it r i ght 
yo ' put yor e foo t [ the hallah (hollow) or palm of the 

(What will they do with that ? ) 
Well , dey takes dat , dey say , an ' mix it tuhgethah wit de buryin ' gr oun ' d ir t  

an ' put i t  in  a bott le an ' po' wa tah on it , some kinda watah , an ' carr y it an ' 
bury it in de no rth cornah of a tree roo t . An ' let it beg in t uh dr ip , yo ' undah
stan '  me , an ' de la s '  drip ou t de bo ttle , yo ' ll be gone . 

(Do you know what kind o f  wat er they put in i t ? )  
Rain wa tah . YO ' COULD KETCH RAIN WATAH DOSE DAYS . [ Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 

38 0 : 4 . ] 
5460 . Ah heard dat yo ' could go tuh de graveyard fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' each 

mawnin '  da t chew go , yo '  git chew j is '  as much sand an ' graveyard d irt as yo ' kin 
hold in yore han ' , yo ' see . An ' yo ' take dat on back home , an ' yo ' place dat 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - HANDFUL EACH MORNING - 9 DAYS 
KEEP IN 9 PLAC ES ABOUT HOUSE - TAKE VICTIM ' S TRACKS 

HOLE IN TREE - PUT TRACKS - THEN GRAVEYARD DIRT 

nine point s aroun ' yore  
hous e , s ee .  Den if  it ' s  
somebody wh ich yo ' want 
tuh harm or  somp in , if  
yo ' g it ' em tuh come dere , 

undahstan ' . Wel l ,  a f tah dey come der e , yo ' p ick up d ey tracks yo ' see ,  an ' yo ' 
go tuh a tree an ' pick yo ' a hol e  in der e ,  an ' take an ' plac e dis  graveyard d i r t  
each mawnin ' . Jis ' lak yo ' t oo k  it from de cemetery . Take it  back an ' st ick it 
in dat hole , an' de las t  mawnin ' yo ' take an ' c lo se it up . Dey t ell me dat run 
' em  crazy . 

(Would you do anything with their tracks? ) 
Take dem tracks up , yo ' s ee ,  an ' put dat f o ' nine mawnin ' s  - see , yo ' j i s '  put 

dat in dat hole whut yo ' p icked in d e tree . See . D en af tah yo ' do dat , put dat 
graveyard dirt in dere an ' stop it up . Say dat will run ' em crazy . 
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(You put these tracks in the hole , then you pick up this graveyard dirt and 
you put that on top of  the tracks? )  

On top o f  d e  tracks . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1398) , 2517 : 15 . ]  
5461 . [ This s tatement contains 3 separate rites , the last one the burning 

rite . ] 
Well , now yo ' kin us e a track fo ' love tuh hold a person , or yo ' kin use it 

tuh run a person. 
Now ,  tuh hold a person yo ' kin take a per son ' s  lef ' track when dey are leavin ' 

yore hous e .  Yo ' kin take it  an' pull it  backward , j is ' a li ' le of  it  back tub

GRAVEYARD DIRT - 9 PEPPER SEED S - SALT - BLUESTONE - ALUM 
HIS TRACK GO ING AWAY - PULL FROM YOU 

YOUR TRACK PULL BACK TO YOU - MIX ALL - BURN 

wards yo ' .  See , an ' 
yo ' kin take dat track 
yo ' kin mix it wit a 
l i ' le cookin ' salt , 
an ' yo ' kin bury dat 

undah yore do ' step or right down by yore do ' step . 
an '  make dem love yo ' , see . 

Well , da t will hold a person 

Or , yo ' kin take dat tr�ck an ' no t use de sal t but chew kin take yo ' a li ' le 
per fume o r  a li ' le powdah - sweet yo ' know , p er fume powdah ,  an ' mix it wit dat 
track , An ' yo ' kin take dat track an ' yo ' kin wear da t track . Keep it on yore 
person an ' dat will make a pers on s t ick tuh yo ' . An ' den i f  yo ' take • • • •  

I f  yo ' wanta run a p er son wit dere track , yo ' kin git  dere track goin ' from 
yore house . Don ' t put it  tuh yore house . Yo ' see , yo '  wanta g i t  rid of  dat per
son . Like ah ' m  leavin' de  hous e ,  pull it  f rom yo ' , see . An ' den yo ' git yore 
track - yore own track - an ' pull da t back towards yore house . Den yo ' takes 
dose two tracks an ' put it  tuhgethah , an '  yo ' git chew nine peppah seeds . Git 
chew a li ' le piece of b luest one an ' a li ' le piec e  of alum . An ' if yo ' kin git 
de cemetery dir t ,  yo ' git  dat . But if yo ' can ' t git de cemetery d irt , den yo ' 
j is '  us e dose  ingredients .  An ' yo ' put dat tuhgethah , mix it up tuhgethah , an ' 
put a li ' le sal t in dat . SALT IS  A WONDERFUL THING IF PEOPLE BUT KNOW HOW TUH 
USE IT . Take a l i ' le sal t an ' mix it in dat an ' mix all da t tuhgethah . D en yo ' 
j is '  take an ' ball it up an ' burn dat . Burn it in de fiahp lace or in de stove 
an '  dat ' ll separate dat person from yo ' . Dat is if yo ' pull it from yo ' .  Now , 
pull der e  track from yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1166) , 1957 : 1 . ] 

546 2 .  Use graveyard dirt an ' ashes , an ' de man will l eave out of town .  Ah 
don ' know about movin ' out de house . Take dat dirt out of  dere an ' take Puri ty 

Sa Z t  [ trade name? ]  table sal t , an ' put i t  in 
GRAVEYARD D IRT - ASHES - SALT d ere . Mix it  all up tuhge thah . An ' when d is 
PUT IN 9 OF HIS DEPARTING TRACKS man ,  dis  person be goin ' out de do ' ,  take it  

an ' go  b ehin ' ' em an ' put i t  in evah track . 
Put a li ' le piece lak dis in evahone his tracks an ' he ain ' t comin ' back . Yo ' 
ain ' t go t ' a  po ' it - j is '  nine of ' is tracks . He can ' t  s tay in town . Ah seen 
dat mahself . Mah girl frien '  did da t .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 2325 : ). ]  

GRAVEYARD DIRT - PINCH OF RIGHT TRACK AS FOLLOWS 
IHDEX FINGER AT HOLLOW - THUMB AT HEEL - BRING TOGETHER 

9 NEW NEEDLES OR PINS OR NAILS  - ALTERNATE 
SPRINKLE IN DIRECTION YOU WANT HIM TO GO 

5463 . D ey says if  yo ' 
take yor e f ingah , reach 
from hallah of de foo t  
tuh d e  heel , dey take 
dat d irt  up [demon
strates ] . 
(You PUT THE INDEX F IN
GER AT THE HOLLOW AND 

the thumb at the heel and bring it together . Take up a pinch of  that dirt . Out 
of either foo t ? ) 

De right foot . 
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An ' yo ' kin take dat den an'  put ' em  tub wandahin ' - tPai Zin ' [ a  rare word ] . 
(What would you do with that dirt after you go t i t ? ) 
Well , dey say dat yo ' mix a li ' le graveyard d irt wit i t . Dey kin kill yo '  

wit it  or else dey kin put yo ' tub travelin ' .  Take dat dirt an ' spr inkle it wit 
nine new needles right in de d irection yo ' wan ' ' em to go . If  de house heah , 
da t yo ' wanta run ' em  from , yo ' go right dere in front dat house an ' put dat dirt . 
Say dat will run ' em .  

(Now I am no t quite certain about thos e na ils . You take this dirt from the 
foot and some of  this graveyard d irt . And then you take nails or needles? )  

Kin take needles an ' nails . 
(How do you drive them - into the ground or what ? )  
Yeah into de ground . An ' den nine new pins , an ' needles wit it , but chew 

put dem needles between dem nine nails . 
(That will make them go away . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1074 ) , 1736 : 2 . ] 
5464 . Lak y o '  wan ' a  make yo ' git yo ' a j ob ,  yo ' ll go an '  git ' is [ the bo s s ' s ] 

track.  Pull up ' is track ag ' in [ as in a preceding rite ] . Go an ' git  it , but 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK OF BO S S  TOE TO HEEL - YOUR TRACK 
SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - 9 PINCHE S OF EACH 

PUT THESE INGREDIENTS IN CHIMNEY TO SMOKE 

yo ' shove his toe back 
tub ' is heel . Go an ' 
git  chew nine pinches 
of sal t ,  an ' nine 
pinches of p eppah an ' 

nine pinches o f  sulphuh . 
dat - dis heah d ir t , dat 

(Your what ? )  

Now, undahstan ' whut ah ' m  sayin ' . An ' nine p inches of 
graveyard dirt , an ' yores too , tuhgethah , yo ' know . 

Yore track , too . Fix his track an ' yore track tuhgethah , an ' shuffle it aroun ' 
yo ' know . An ' den take it  an ' make a li ' le ball . S tick it  up de chimley an ' let 
de smoke git in it , an ' yo ' ll git work.  

(You fix some of his track and your track all together with nine pinches of  
that other stuf f . That is to get a j ob ? )  

Dat ' s  r ight . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1435 ) , 2600 : 11 . ] 
5 465 . Well , D I S  GRAVEYARD DIRT IS ALWAYS A DIRT TUH CARRY YO ' AWAY OR SEND 

YO ' OFF . 
(How do you use it? ) 
Well , yo ' take s it - yo ' takes de 

it , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' table sal t . 
graveyard dirt an ' put a li ' le sulphur wit 

If a per son roun ' yo ' dat chew wan ' a  move 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - SALT - SULPHUR - TRACK GOING AWAY 
WRAP UP - INTO RUNNING WATER 

' im , pick ' is track up an ' 
put it wit dat . Jis ' take 
' is track if he ' s  go in ' . 
If yo ' wan ' ' im  tub go , j es '  

take an ' walk in ' is room , j i s '  lak ah walked in heah ; an ' ah star t out , yo ' take 
mah track an ' git it goin' out . An '  put it wit dat sulphur an ' dat graveyard 
dirt , an ' wrop i t  up an ' carry it tub runnin ' watah an ' d rop  it [ in]  d er e .  

(That will send h im  away from around here . You take up one fo o t  track or bo th 
of them or what ? )  

No sir , j is '  one . [ St . P etersbur g ,  Fla . ,  (1024 ) , 1656 : 3 . ] 
5466 . Now , i f  a person i s  a enemy tub yo ' an ' yo '  wanta git  shet o f  ' em , yo ' 

take dat foo tprint an ' go tub de graveyard an ' git  chew some graveyard dirt . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - BAG - RUNNING WATER 
Yo ' sews da t up in a bag an ' yo ' 
go es tub a runnin '  s tream o f  wa
tah an ' yo ' takes dat d ere bag an ' 

throws it  in dat runnin ' stream of watah an ' keep yor e  face farwards ,  an ' yo ' 
nevah be bothahed wi t  ' em  any mo ' . [ The admonition to keep face f�wards i s rare . 
Usually it is  don ' t  Zook back . ] [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1 1 5 3 ) , 1 8 90 : 2 . ] 
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546 7 . An ' den ag ' in i f  dey ketch yore track 
meet  chew tuh g i t  de track . Well  den dey would 

yo ' know in de street , well d ey 
take dat out de hollah of yore 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - SHINGLE - CLOTH TIED OVER - RIVER 
feet , an ' den dey 
would git some dirt 
from de graveyard 

an ' put dat tuhgethah , an ' den 
it an ' tie it real good . 

dey put it  on a shingle ,  an ' dey put a piece ovah 

(What sor t  of  piece do they put over it , ano ther shingle or wha t ? ) 
No , j is '  any kinda c lo th but let it b e  kinda thick an ' wrap i t  t ight so it  

won ' t come off . Well dey kin carry dat an ' throw it in de rivah . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will make yo ' move an ' keep yo ' ago in ' . Yo ' can ' t  rest or be contented 

nowhere yo ' go . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 701) , 951 : 4 . ] 
5468 . [Yo ' ] t akes de right foot t rack but yo ' got ' a  be  meet in ' do s e  p eople . 

Yo ' got ' a  be  meetin ' , not git behin ' an ' pick up de track - not beh in ' dem lak 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TRACK - LODESTONE : 3 INGREDIENTS 
9 DAYS - SHINGLE - RIVER - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

dat .  Dey goes dis  way an ' 
yo ' be comin ' dis  way [ to
wards them] . Den yo ' meet 
dat p er son an ' git  de d irt 

out de hollah of de right track. Well , den dey put dat dirt in a p lace an ' den 
dey go tuh de c emet ery an ' dey git  some of de  graveyard dirt . An ' dey puts dat 
tuhgethah . An ' dey puts da t tuhgethah an ' a piece of lodes tone an ' takes it -
let i t  stay nine days in dey house . Takes  it  den aftah nine days an ' put it  on 
a shingle , an ' takes it tuh de rivah or de runnin ' watah , an ' put it in dere an ' 
let it go on down j is '  lak dat . An ' den yo ' j is '  turn r ight roun ' an ' put it  in 
dere an ' walk on o f f  away from it  an ' not nevah look back . 

Well , dey tell me da t ' s  a good way tuh git evahthing goin ' j i s '  lak dey wan ' 
it tuh go , if  dey wan ' chew tuh go out de country or leave out . Or whutevah dey 
wan ' chew tuh do , why dat ' s  whut dey do tuh do dat .  [Mob ile ,  Ala . , ( 7 00) , 949 : 2 . ] 

546 9 . An ' den ag ' in ,  dey say yo ' kin take dis track up an ' pull it  goin ' . 
Pull dat track goin ' an ' take dat track an ' go tuh de ceme t ery . An ' run yore 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - WICKED MAN ' S  - TRACK - INTO WATER 
"GO ,  DEVIL ! DON ' T  LOOK BACK DIS  WAY NO MO "' 

han ' down in a grave , a 
wicked man ' s grave , an ' 
git s ome dat clay out dere  
an ' mix it wit dis track . 

An '  care [ carry ] i t  tuh de gr eat watah an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' 
say , " Go , devil , don ' t  look b ack dis way no mo ' . " An ' dey say dey shore will go . 
Yes sir , mah sistah-in-law tole me she done a woman dataway ' bout ' er husban ' , 
an ' say , she j is '  went adriftin'  j is '  lak dat track . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (107 7 ) , 
1743 : 10 . ] 

54 7 0 .  Yo ' kin go right out in de  cemetery right 
an '  git s ome [ dirt ] , j is '  from de  head of  de grave , 
some . An ' when dey git it , j i s ' say ,  "Ah wan ' s tuh 

now - have done dat tuh me -
an ' go tuh de feet an ' git 
keep Carr ie down , ah don ' 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - FROM HEAD AND FOOT OF GRAVE - SAYING 
AH WAN 1 S TUH KEEP CARRIE DOWN 

AH DON I WAN I I ER TUH STRIVE - WAN I TUH KEEP I ER DOWN 
OR GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - IN YOUR PLAC E 

OR GRAVEYARD DIRT - BOTH TRACKS - IN SEA OR RIVER - 9 DAYS 

wan ' ' er tuh s tr ive 
[ thrive ] , wan ' tuh 
keep ' er down . " If  
she wanted tuh drove 
me o f f  from dere , or 
run me off from dere , 

away . 
' em up 
chere . 

she would f ix it dis
Yo ' take de graveyard dirt an ' yo ' goes tuh work an ' take red peppah , b ea t  
an ' fling ' em i n  yere [ plac e? ] i f  dey go t [ a  place? ] . Yo ' leavin ' out 

Den ,  if dey don ' wan ' chew tuh enj oy yore things or yore own stuf f dat 
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chew got - ah mean de - to break yo ' up , chew know , dey take de graveyard dirt 
an ' follah [ follow] yo ' b ehind , an ' git chore tracks , both feet . Put ' em  in 
dere , carry ' em  tuh de sea or de  rivah , an ' j is '  throw ' em in der e .  An ' yo ' will 
leave dat place , can ' t resist  it . De sea or de rivah an ' yo ' will leave dat 
plac e . Yo ' got ' a  go in nine days time . Break yo ' off from dere . Cuz da t have 
happen tuh me . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 647 : 1 . ] 

54 7 1 .  Well , yo ' kin ketch a p erson ' s lef ' track 
it tuh yo ' . An ' den yo ' kin put it  in a bo ttle an ' 

gwine away from yo '  an ' draw 
put graveyard dirt wit it an ' 

cayenne peppah , an ' a 
l i ' le sugah an ' some 
table salt , an ' air
tight it  an ' t hrow it 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - LEFT TRACK - SALT - RED PEPPER - SUGAR 
AIRTI GHT IN BOTTLE - RUNNING WATER 

in runnin '  wat er .  An ' den if da t bot tle drift away , why 
[Mobile , Ala . , (666) , 8 7 4 : 9 . ] 

yo ' drift away wit it . 

547 2 .  Jis ' lak ef ah wan ' chew tuh move , yo ' leave heah - j is ' move from de 
p lace or somepin lak dat , leave out dis town .  Well , ah would go b ehin ' j oo an ' 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RIGHT TRACK - HEEL TO TOE - IN PAPER 
WITH SALT - BLACK PEPPER - RIVER - "GO ,  YO ' DEVIL , YO ' "  

git  chure track offa 
de groun ' . See , j is '  
lak yo ' go in '  d i s  way 
an ' ah ' m  comin ' b ehin ' 

yo ' .  Well , ah grab up yore r ight 
yo ' see [ demonstrate s ] . 

track dat way ,  yo ' know , d e  dirt , b ehin ' yuh , 

(From the heel to  the toe . )  
Yes s ir ,  dat ' s  right . Well , ah put s it  intuh a papah or somepin othah so ah 

kin keep all dat dirt , see . When ah git it ah g it it go in ' [ track going away ] 
j is '  lak da! . So - well d en , ah goes tub de ceme tery an ' g it s some graveyard 
dirt , j is '  anywhere ,  yo ' know , about de grave , an ' put s  i t  in dere wit dat dirt . 
Well , ah put me some black peppah intuh it an ' sal t , s ee . An ' den ah takes an '  
carry i t  onto d e  rivah somewhere , anywhere d e  watah ' s  runnin ' . Well , ah throws 
it intuh da t stream o f  wat er an ' say , "Go , yo ' devil , yo ' . "  An ' so dat night , 
ah reckon yo ' ll - yo ' know, g it goin'  some way . Hit ' ll run yo ' off , make yo ' 
leave . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1136 ) , 1 8 4 9 : 3 . ]  

5 4 7 3 .  If yo ' want ' em  tuh go , yo ' kin git  de track up from yo ' - take it from 
yo ' .  See , if yo ' want ' em tub go [ demons t ra t es ] . 

(Here ' s  the toe here and here ' s  the heel , then I t ake it up r ight like that . 
Like thi s ? ) 

S tart at de hollah of de foot an ' t ake i t  from dere tub 
ah mean . Yo ' want ' em  tub go . Take it j is '  dis  way , see . 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - [ TO SEND ]  TRACK FROM YOU - HOLLOW TO TOE 
RED PEPPER - SALT - SEW UP - TO RIVER BEFORE SUNRISE 

OVER SHOULDER - CURSE - DON ' T LOOK BACK - [TO HOLD ] TRACK 
TO YOU - IN NEWSPAPER - NAME ON 9 TIMES - OVER DOOR - WISH 

de to e .  See , dat whut 
An ' yo ' take dat foot 

track an ' put chew 
some red p eppah an ' 
some sal t in der e .  
List en , some grave
yard dirt , an '  s ew 
da t up an '  go tuh 

de rivah b efo ' de sunri s e . Yo ' kin turn yore back an ' 
wa tah ' s  runnin ' right along , an ' throw i t  ovah dis way 

(Over your right shoulder? ) 

throw it right where de 
[ d emon stra t e s ] . 

Yes . An ' when yo ' leave , yo ' kin say anythin ' - s ome of  de baddest things , 
an ' don ' t  lo ok back , an ' walk away an ' nevah look back.  Dey ' ll go . 

An ' if yo ' wan ' ' em tuh s tay , yo ' take it tuh yo ' - i f  yo ' wan ' ' em tub s tay . 
Take it up tuh yo ' ,  see . Take dat track an ' yo ' kin f old it  in a piec e  of news
papah . S ee , s tretch it on out an ' write dere name down nine t ime s ,  an ' p in i t  

ovah yore do ' an ' make yore wish - where dey ' s comin ' in an ' out . An ' dey ' s  
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comin ' in der e .  
an ' destroy dat . 
(897 ) . 1468 : 2 .  1 

Dey will continue comin ' as long a s  yo ' - until  yo ' take dat up 
Dat ' s  tuh bring ' em ,  s ee , i f  yo ' wanta .  [Little  Roc k ,  Ark . , 

5 4 7 4 . If  dey wan ' chew tuh leave t own - if yo ' givin ' dem trouble an ' dey 
wan ' chew tuh leave t own ,  why dey � d  ketch it [ your track] . If yo ' goin ' dis way , 
dey ' d ketch it disaway . Den dey would take di s dirt - take it an ' put i t  in a 

GRAVEYARD - 2 SINNERS GRAVES - 2 NEW TEASPOONS - 2 PENNIES 
FOOT TRACK WITH THIS GRAVEYARD D IRT IN NEW HOMESPUN WITH 
GUNPOWDER - "THUNDER-STRUCKEN" WOOD - RED PEPPER - IN 2 RED 
" CHUNK BOTTLES"  - ONE BURY IN EAST - OTHER OVER SHOULDER 

INTO RUNNING WATER - 3 HIGHEST NAMES - INCANTATION 

new p iece of home
spun . When yo ' go 
tuh a graveyard , 
git  chew two bran ' 
new teaspoons . Go 
tub a graveyard wit 
two bran ' -new tea

spoons . Git chew two tea spoonsfulla dirt  o f fa two sinnahs grave s . Well , yo ' 
take s two pennies an ' pay each one of dese sinnahs f o ' de dirt . Well , yo ' takes 
dat gunpowdah an ' thundah-s trucken wood , red peppah , an ' mix i t  all t uhgethah . 
What ah mean thundah-strucken iw where lightning struck a tree . Well yo ' take it  
an ' d ivide it  intuh two par t s . Yo ' put  one in  a red chunk bott le [bo ttle with 
long neck ] an' bury it in de eas t , an ' yo ' put de o thah one in a red chunk bott le 
an ' yo ' go tuh runnin ' watah , an ' yo ' p itch it ' cro ss yore shouldah - turn yore 
bac k ,  pitch it  ' cross  yor e shouldah . Befo ' yo ' p itch it ' cro ss  yore shouldah ,  
yo ' say , yo ' d o  dis , In de Name of de Father, an ' de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t - fo ' 
yo ' tuh go an ' nevah re turn. An ' in three days t ime yo ' ll be left  town , yo ' 
can ' t s tay . Yo ' ll tread dat watah unt il yo ' drown . 

(You say you put all that stuf f  in a red chunk bottle ? )  
In a red b o t tle  - quart b ot tle  [ the ord inary brown b eer or whiskey bottle one 

"chunks" or throws away . ] 
(Which should er do you throw that over ? )  
Ovah yore lef ' shouldah . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1141 ) , 1856 : 1 . ] 
547 5 .  Well , dey take yore foot track - ah ' m  t ellin ' yo ' lak ah ' ve heard it  -

take yore foo t track . Say dey take it  up backward s ,  don ' t  take i t  up goin ' . 

GRAVEYARD D IRT - 9 TRACKS - OVER SHOULDER INTO RIVER 
"YO ' DRIFT ON ' WAY FROM HEAH" - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

Some of ' em  say take it  
up goin ' , some says take 
it up backward s .  Well , 
yo ' git nine of do se 

tracks . An ' den d ey take dem tracks an '  go tub de graveyard an ' g it dirt . Any
body dat ' s not s cared kin do dat . Git de d ir t  an ' mix i t  tuhgethah . Carry it 
an ' chunk ovah dey lef ' shouldah in de rivah , yo ' know , an ' don ' t  look back at  
it . An ' j es '  say , "Yo ' dri f t  on ' way from heah . " An ' d ey say yo ' ll have tuh 
j is '  wandah an ' keep go in ' . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1148 ) , 187 0 : 16 . ]  

5476 . Takes d ey tracks an ' weah it in dey shoes .  
(What will that do then? ) 
AH DON ' WAN ' A  TELL NO STORY . 

yore shoe . An ' den yo ' kin take 
Yes , yo ' kin take d ere tracks an ' weah it in 
brown sugah an ' yo ' kin take graveyard dirt , 

an '  write  his name 
GRAVEYARD D IRT - BROWN SUGAR - IN NEW ENVELOPE WITH 

HIS AND HER NAMES ON - UNDER MATTRES S  - TRACKS IN SHOES 
an ' yor e name on a 
bran ' -new envelope 
has nevah b een us ed , 

an' put i t  undahneat ' yore 
yo' in three days . 

b ed mattres s . An ' he ' s  supposed tub come back tuh 

(You put all this stuf f 
Uh-huh . [ Fayett eville , 
547 7 .  J is ' lak say , if  

into the envelope? ) 
N .  Car . , (1411 ) , 2534 : 11 . ] 
ah wanted yo ' tuh leave t own . Yo ' an ' ah have become 
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tuh b e  enemies , an' ah ' m  gonta [ go ing t o ]  make yo ' leave town - no t gonta put 
mah han ' s on yuh . Well , ah ' ll fool roun ' until  

GUNPOWDER EXPLODED - FOOT TRACK ah see yo ' pass , anywheres where yo ' make a 
imprint of a track on de sand . Well , ah ' ll go 

an'  scrape up dat track , an ' take it an ' mix it  wit gunpowdah ,  an ' set f iah tuh 
it an ' she ' ll blow up . An ' dey say yo ' ve got ' a  go . 

(Now ,  how many tracks o f  mine would you take , both o f  them1 ) 
Jis ' git  some of de dirt o f  yore track.  Dey [who 1 ] don ' t  say eithah one , j is ' 

say yore track . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (984? ) ,  1591 : 17 . ]  
54 7 8 .  Ah heah ' em  say , j is '  lak if some people stayin ' in de  house an ' dey 

don ' lak yo ' an ' yo ' want ' em  tuh fall out ,  yo ' take some gunpowdah .  Yo ' � 
dere track an ' take some gunpowdah , an ' mix it wit dat track an ' put it up undah 
dere s t ep ,  an ' set it afiah an ' let it blow up . In de night , j is '  lak if dey b e  
' sleep , s et i t  afiah an ' let it blow up . An '  j is '  lak h i t  blow up dis mawnin ' 
dey ' ll have a fuss in da t house .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1346) , 2328 : 17 . ]  

5479 . Well , yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road , but dat ' s  did wit de track . 
(Tell me how i t  is done . )  
Well , dey take up yore track backward s .  Now s ee ,  yo ' comin ' in dis  direct ion . 

Ah ' d  take up yore track goin ' backwards gain'  dat way . Ah place it  in a can 

GUNPOWDER - TRACK TOE TO HEEL - MIX IN CAN - AT SUNRISE 
BE AT FORKS OF ROAD - IN FORK TO EAST - BURY - EXPLODE 

about dat size . Ah go 
tuh de fo ' ks of de road 
where it ' s  fo ' kin ' di
rec tly eas t  tuhwards 

where de sun rise ; one goin ' d is way an ' one goin '  dat way .  Ah take de can an ' 
ah dig a hole down dere . Take de can an ' beneath da t can ah put a li ' le powdah 
not a large can but a small one - put a l i ' le [ powder ] .  Den ah ' ll have it so  dat 
yuh dynamitin ' .  Strike a ma tch an '  put tuh it .  

(What will that do to you then? ) 
Dat ' ll run y o '  clean away from home . 
(You do that wi th gunpowder . And you do that r ight where that road forks . )  
Dat ' s right , yo ' do dat in de early mawnin ' when de sun j is '  b egin tuh rise . 

[Jacksonville ,  Fla . , ( 588 ) , 7 54 : 3 . ] 
5480 .  Take yuh foot track , git chah r ight foot , an ' git choo some sulphah an ' 

some gunpowdah , an ' put it in a piec e of  brown papah . An ' strike yuh a match tuh 

GUNPOWDER - TRACK - SULPHUR - BROWN PAPER - LIGHT 4 CORNERS 
i t  an ' blow i t  -
an ' light each cor
nabs of  i t , de fo ' 

cornahs . I t ' ll blow up . An ' yo ' ll leave town. Anywhere yo ' re at , choo ' ll go , 
keep movin ' .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 291) , 209 : 4 . ] 

548 1 .  Jis ' lak if yo ' envious ag ' inst a per son,  an '  yo ' wanta do sompin 
mean to ' em ,  yo ' try tub g i t  dat track an ' gunpowdahs an ' Red Devil Lye an ' put 

GUNPOWDER - TRACK - RED DEVIL LYE - NAME - EXPLODE 
dere  track an ' dere name . 
Write de name on a p iece 
of papah an ' den yo ' set  

dat gunp owdahs af iah . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2346 : 3 . ] 

GUNPOWDER - 3 LEFT TRACKS TOE TO HEEL 
IN RED PEPPER POD - EXPLODE 

548 2 . Now ah tell yo ' somp in else yo ' 
do ag ' in . Now ah don ' know if yo ' kin 
git de track or no t ,  but now yo ' git 
three of  de lef ' trac k .  Ah wanta show 

yo '  how tuh g it it . See , ah ' m  walkin ' ,  ain ' t I - walkin ' along [ demons trates ] 1 
Well , yo ' go t ' a  git  dis  track up dis way .  

(From the toe t o  the heel . )  
From de toe to de heel . Jis ' git a li ' le bit  of sand an ' put it  in yore han ' . 
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G i t  three o f  ' em .  
(Get three out o f  the lef t track . ) 
An ' d en yo ' take it  an ' mix it  up tuhge thah , an ' d en git yo ' a pod o f  red pep

pah an ' yo ' open dat pod o f  red  p eppah tuh de top ; no t tuh de pointy par t , tuh de 
b i g  part . 

(At the stem part . )  
An ' yo ' put gunpowdah .  Yo ' g i t s  yo ' a shell , yo ' know a gunshell , an ' yo ' put 

dat gunshell [ powd er ]  in dat , some of da t [ foo t track] dirt in dere . Yo ' know i t  
[ pepperp od ] can ' t hol '  much yo ' know , b u t  yo ' mix d e  gunp owdah an ' de gunshell 
tuhge thah - er [ I  mean ] de [ foo t track ] dirt an ' de gunpowdah tuhgethah . An ' yo ' 
j is '  take an ' put s i t  r ight in front o f  yo ' do ' an '  s e t  it [ af ire ] . See , dat 
gunpowdah wi l l  make it exp lode , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' st ick a match tuh it  an ' 
say , " S tay apar t , stay apar t , [ s tay apar t ] . "  

(Does it separate them or s end them away? ) 
S eparate ' em.  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1348) , 2 3 31 : 5 . ] 
5483 . Like it ' s  yo ' d  have a girl frien '  an ' some man would c ome an ' take her 

away from yo ' .  Prob ' ly yo ' d  be married tuh her , an ' some man would git  between 

GUNPOWDER - WHOLE LEFT TRACK OF MAN AND WOMAN 
HEELS TOGETHER - ON NEWSPAPER NEVER USED 

S ILK-THREAD WRAPPED IN NEW COTTON - EXPLODE 

yo ' an ' yore wi fe . Now yo ' wanta 
bust dat  up . Yo ' d  trail  him un
til  d ey ' d  cro s s  a sandy place or 
real soft dirt - s omewhere dey ' d  
make a track . Yo ' d  git each one 

of dem lef ' - foo t track , Git chew prob ' ly a piece o f  metal or  p iece o f  newspapah 
da t ' s  nevah b een used - anything dat yo ' kin scrape up dem tracks wi t ' out breakin ' 
' em .  Git chew a p iece o f  new [ yellow = unbleached ] co tton an '  place de heels tuh
gethah , both toes  leavin ' each othah . An ' git chew some powdah [ gunpowder ] an ' 
put it  in between ' em ,  b ind dat real t ight . Git chew s ome silk t hr ead dat chew 
kin wrap it  goo d ,  dat it will have a good compres sion , an ' light da t powdah . Put 
chew fuse da t i t ' ll light dat powdah lak one of  these f iah-crackahs , so when it 
goes off it b lows dem tracks . Dat sends dem , one one way , one de  othah way . 
Dey ' ll nevah be nuthin els e  tuhgethah , [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  (491) , 5 26 : 1 . ] 

5484 . Yo ' git ' is track an ' git ' er track an ' git chew gunshells , an ' j is '  
put dem two tracks tuhge thah an ' s tick yo ' a light undah i t , say , "Ah wants one 

GUNPOWDER - HIS AND HER TRACKS TOGETHER 
SAY , "AH WANTS ONE OF YO ' TUH GO TUH DE EAST 

AN' WOTHAH ONE TUH DE WEST" - CALL NAMES - EXPLODE 

of yo ' tuh go tuh de eas t 
an ' de o thah one tuh de 
wes t . " Take dat gunshell 
an ' put one on d is side , 
dis  gunshell heah now in 

de middle . An ' heah one track heah an ' heah de o thah one dataway , say , "Ah want 
one tuh go tuh de eas t an ' o ne t-h go tuh de wes t , "  An ' call dere names . An ' 
s t ick a fiah undah dem an ' dey ' ll say dey ' l l go evah way , Dey can ' t stay tuh
gethah , dey would have tuh go . 

(Th i s  is to break up a man and his wife ? ) 
Yes sir . . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1351) , 2343 : 2 . ]  
5485 . De track bus iness  breaks up frien ' ship between a girl an ' her sweet

heart man .  Hit ' s  lak ah had a g irl gain ' wit a man an ' ah didn ' t want ' im  tuh 

GUNPOWDER - " THREE SWINGS OF DIRT"  - TO E TO HEEL 
1 FROM EACH OF HIS 3 TRACKS - "THREE GRABS" 

FROM HERS GOING IN OPPOSITE DIRECTI ON - EXPLODE 

go wit ' er .  In o rdah tuh 
break it up , ah would take 
three swings of dirt wit ' out 
s t o p p in ' , an ' walk r ight on 
b ehin ' ' em - ah grab [s wing ] 

up three tracks dat are j is '  mad e - wit ' out s toppin ' - an ' ah save dem . An ' if 
he wus gain ' - j is '  lak he wuz ga in '  south , ah would ketch his comin ' no ' th .  Ah 
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ket ch de girl ' s goin ' no ' thwards , [ I  mean] ketch her go in ' so ' thwards ,  gits de 
three grabs . 

( In o ther words if he ' s  walking s outhward s , you catch his from the toe back 
to  the heel ; and the girl ' s  going nor th ,  you catch her ' s back to the heel - just  
in  oppos ite direct ions . )  

An '  ah got three o f  each . Den ah take s  it  an ' ah compound it , j is '  sticks it 
in de  ground an ' compound it  [mix his and her tracks ] .  An ' den ah take , an ' ah 
take s  gunpowdah dat explodes , an ' wrop it up an ' put it in s omepin t ight , chew 
know. Put de powdah a t  de bot tom ,  wit de  dry papah comin ' up through de center , 
yo ' know , an ' pack it aroun ' dere . An ' den ah put dirt on top j is '  lak it  wuz 
s ho t , an ' ah take dat out an '  den s t ick a ma tch tub de top o f  d i s  dry papah , an ' 
it goe s  tuh de bot tom an ' de bottom explodes . Oa t explodes dere frien ' ship . Oat 
b reaks de frien' ship up . An ' dat will do so . 

(All you put in there is that dirt  and the gunpowder . )  
Oa t ' s  r ight .  
( In  this paper ? )  
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 6 ) , 2655 : 2 . ] 
5486 . Ah heard ' em say , j is '  lak if dey wanta run a person away , g it a l i ' le 

of de dirt out dey right feet track an ' put it in a gunpowder shell - put a li ' le 
b it in de shell . Take de 

GUNPOWDER AND TRACK IN SHELL - FIRE GUN WAY HE GOES li ' le sho ts out an ' put a 
li ' le bit of  dat in dere 

an ' put de l i ' l e  sho ts back in , an ' shoo t i t  in de way yo ' want ' em tuh go . Say 
da t will j is ' keep ' em goin ' . [ Fayet t eville , N. Car . , ( 1406 ) , 2 5 2 7 : 17 . ] 

5 48 7 . Take a shell . Yo ' kin take dat shell an '  yo ' kin empty  d e  s hell , an ' 
yo ' kin git a spoon or e ithah j is '  a lit tle bi t ,  j i s '  about as  much as dat d er e  

GUNPOWDER AN D  TRACK I N  SHELL 
FIRE GUN TOWARDS SUNDOWN 

[ demonstrat es ] ,  o f  dirt outa man ' s track an ' put 
it in da t shell . An ' when yo ' put i t  in dat shell , 
i f  yo ' don ' t want ' em  roun ' heah , yo ' git  right 
tuhwards sundown an ' yo '  f ire dat gun . An ' he ' ll 

nevah come nowhere roun ' yo ' , nevah be roun ' yo ' no mo ' .  Won ' t  have no mo ' 
t rouble wit ' em .  [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1331 ) , 2 2 92 : 4 . ] 

5488 . Well , dey say yo ' could  take three dip s  of  ear th outa dey r ight t rack , 
an ' take a gunshot an ' take some o f  de shots  out o f  i t , an '  put dat dirt in dere 

GUNPOWDER AND "THREE DIP S1 1  OF RIGHT TRACK 
SHOOT GUN - CU S S  - " TELL ' EM  TO GO" 

an ' covah it back up , an ' _ shoo t it 
anywhere , obj ec t dat chew want ' em 
tuh go , an ' cus s ' em . Tell ' em  tuh 
go . 

(You put that int o  a gun . That ' s  to make them move out ? ) 
Yes . [ Fayet tevi ll e ,  N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2515 : 1 . ] 
5489 . [Yo ' ] kin take a gun shell an ' yo ' kin take yore tracks an '  ano thah 

woman ' s  tracks , an ' yo ' kin put ' em in a shel l ,  yo ' know - undahs tan ' ,  but leave 

GUNPOWDER AND HIS AND OTHER WOMAN ' S TRACKS 
SHOOT FROM GUN - "DEY ' LL NEVAH LIVE TUHGETHAH" 

in de shell , an ' y o ' kin shoot it . An ' dat ' ll 
tuhgethah . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1135) , 184 5 : 6 . ] 

de  powdah . Take out de sho t s  -
see , de beebee , an ' put ' em 
[ tracks ] in dat shell , an '  pack 
' em back down in dere j i s '  lak 

set tle wi t ' em ,  dey ' ll nevah live 

549 0 .  In othah words , ag ' in, yo ' heah tell �bout a man - ah ' m havin ' trouble 
wit a man about mah wife , yo ' know . Well , AH ' M  JES ' GO IN ' USE YO ' AN ' AH FO ' A 
PARABLE. Well ah done tell yo ' ' bout mah wif e  an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  quit , an ' ah done 
git  a t tah huh [ a f ter her ]  ' bout chew . An ' yo ' all - yet yo ' don ' t  quit . Look lak 
yo ' j es '  ready tuh die if yo ' could .  
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Well , fo ' a ins tan' [ for instance ] now . Ah 
[ o f  you] , see . Well , tuh aol lah [ put a collar 

don ' t wanta ary [ ei ther ] one a-yo ' 
on]  it , ah got ta take de weak 

GUNPOWDER - 3 TRACKS OF MAN - 3 TRACKS OF WOMAN 
TRACK CENTERS FROM YOU - SHOOT FROM GUN - BLOW ' EM  APART 

man '8 8 trength , see . 
Ah ' m  gotta make yo ' 
stop in a way tuh keep 
mahself free . See , ef 

ah go ahaid an ' kill yo ' ,  ah gotta b e  punished , yo ' undahstan ' ; but if ah work 
fo ' me , ah kin do i t  an ' de law can ' t git at me , yo ' see . 

Well , e f  ah don ' wanta kill yuh , ah ' ll j es '  break yo ' up . Ah ' ll take yore 
dir t  dataway [ d emons tra tes ] - take up yor e track , push it off  from me . 

(You take i t  from the heel to the toe or from the toe to the heel ? ) 
Well , ah ketch dis c entah of d e  track an ' shove it  from me - grab it  an ' grab 

i t  from me . Git up a l i ' le b it of  i t  fo ' three step s . 
{From three dif ferent s tep s . )  
Dat ' s right . Ah git i t  j es '  lak dis  heah [ demonstrat es ] . 
( I  unders tand : one - two - three . )  
Three tracks - dat ' s de  right feet . 

right tuhgethah . Den ah ' ll turn roun ' 
(How many do you get from her ? )  

All right . Ah ' ll take dat an ' put i t  
den an ' ah ' ll git mah wife ' s  track , s ee .  

De same thing . Den ah ' ll put dis in - ah ' ll take d e  shot out o f  a shell an ' 
put dat [ tracks ] in dere , in de sho t place , an ' wheresomevah ah layway dem [ keep 
mah gun an ' shell ] an ' wheresomevah ah ketch ' em talkin ' ah ' ll run in on ' em an ' 
de t ime dey [before they have time to run away ] , see , ah ' m  goin ' shoot r ight ovah 
dey haids yo ' see . Dat ' s  go in ' blow ' em  apar t ,  yo ' see . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  One go 
one way an ' one go de o thah , an ' ah ain ' t goin'  have no mo ' trouble out chew an ' 
' er .  AN '  IF SHE BE WIT ANYBODY , IT BE WIT DE NEX ' MAN , ' CUZ AH DONE BLOW YO ' 
AWAY IN DE AIR . 

(But you have t o  go in on them ,  touch them and shoot r ight over their heads ? )  
Dat ' s  right . Jes ' lak if yo ' s  go t ' er cornahed talkin ' somewhere ,  ah ain ' t 

comin ' up tuh shoot yo ' .  Ah ' s  be  lookin ' roun ' an ' ah say , "Dere he be ' s  now . " 
[Yo ' ] know it cus tomary tuh ketch yo ' o f f  [ by yore self ] an ' have a li ' le talk . 
Well , it  might b e  tuhday ,  see , when yo ' go tuh work , when yo ' [ I ]  see ' em [ you 
two ] .  Well , ah ain ' t gwine tuh see yo ' [ talk to you again] , but j es '  where ah 
.eet chew [ you two ] , ah ' m  goin '  turn an '  shoot ovah yore haid [ heads ] . An ' when 
ab turn loose [ the gun] , one gwine dat away an ' de othah one gwine dataway . An ' 
den ah won ' t have any mo ' tro uble wit chew an '  ' er .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1309) , 
2214 : 1 . ] 

5491 . An ' if  it ' s  anyone dat yo ' don ' t wanta b e  wo rr ied wit , yo ' take dey 
track goin ' da taway , an ' put it on a - saw of f a post  [ any kinda post , saw de top 

of  i t  off ] an ' put dat dust up on 
GUNPOWDER IN SHELL - SHOOT OFF TRACK ON POST it . Jes ' take dere track an ' po ' 

it  up on dere an ' take a shotgun 
an '  shoo t i t  off  - shoo t de track . [ The top of the old half-ro tten post is sawed 
off to make it level , so that  none of the track will sp ill o ff . ] 

(Shoot it  off  the top of the post ? ) 
Shoot  dat dirt o f f  de top of de pos t . Take a shot gun an ' go shoo t it  off  de 

top of de po s t . 
(You pick up the track as they ar e going away . You pick it  up the oppos ite 

vay? ) 
Yo ' pick it  up de obj ec t [ opposite ] way . If  dey go in ' dis  way , yo ' takes de 

track d is way [ d emons trates ] .  An ' put it  up on any kinda post , solid post wher e 
it won ' t  fall down , an ' shoot  de post  an ' da t shoot ' em away . [ Fayet teville , 
I. Car . , ( 1 4 2 2 ) , 2562 : 6 . ] 
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54 9 2 .  Well yo ' see yo ' kin take his track an ' pick it up in de hollow part 
of ' is feet ,  j es '  lak he make it , an ' put it in a li ' le ole tobacco sack . D en 

GUNPOWDER - RED PEPPER - TRACK - IN TOBACCO SACK - INTO 
RUNNING WATER - "GO AN '  DON ' T NEVAH RETURN ANY MO ' " - 9 DAYS 

yo ' git  some gun
powdah an ' also 
some red peppah 
[ in the sack] an ' 

throw it in a runnin ' stream of watah , an ' say , "Go , an '  don ' t nevah return any 
mo ' . " An ' dey say in nine - days time he ' ll be missin ' out de town. 

(You put this other s tuff in the sack with the track? ) 
Yes sir , mix it  all tuhgethah . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1107 ) , 1781 : 4 . ] 
5493 . Take dat - yo ' take yore foo t track an ' yo ' put dat wit sulphur , red 

p eppah an ' gunpowdah an ' put quicksilvah wit dat . Yo ' go tuh de rivah an ' go 

GUNPOWDER - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - QUICKSILVER - TRACK 
O VER SHOULDER INTO RIVER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

throw it right ' cross 
yore right shouldah . 
Go on an ' don ' look 
back . Dat will run 

yo ' . Dey say da t will 
or scrapings from back 
q-u- i-c-k . ]  

run yuh . [ Quicksilver may be the real thing ,  t in fo il , 
of mirror ; the important idea being the five letters 

(You take , use either foot track . It doesn ' t  make 
No . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2510 : 10 . ] 
5494 . Take his hair • • •  

any d ifference? ) 

(With that little b ow . ) 
[ Bow was mentioned before 
Yes , take de hair an ' put 

I turned on recording mach ine . ]  

dat wit some of ' is tracks . 
Dat wi ll make him follah yo ' 

it in a bot t le an ' bury it . Yo ' bur ies dat . Bury 
See ,  yo ' take an '  bury dat wit some of ' is tracks . 
evahwhere , anywhere yo ' go . 

HAIR - UNDERCLOTHES RAVELS AT ARMPIT AND DOWN BEWW 
HAT BOW - TRACK - ALL BOTTLED - BURIED AT DOORSTEP 

(What else do you put in 
that bottle? ) 
Some of ' is hair , some of 
' is dust out from undah 

' is feet , an ' den some of 
an ' yo 1 know down below. 

( Some of the sweat . )  

de ravels from ' is undahclothes - from undah ' is arm 

Yo ' know , j es '  lak dey ' d  git chure dir ty clothes an ' ah ' d  take some of de 
ravels . An ' put it in a bottle , undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' carry dat an ' bury it . Bury 
it out at chure do ' s tep . He ' ll follah yo ' anywhere .  [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 
8 7 8 : 11 . ] 

5495 . Ah says dere wuz once a man an ' wife twan ' t  [ they were not ]  gittin '  
' long good . D ey wuz gitt in ' ' long happy a t  one t ime an ' den dey had some sort 
of misundahstan ' in'  an ' dey couldn ' t  git ' long tuhgethah . So he wuz s tudyin ' a 

HAIR 3 STRANDS HER HEAD - HER LEFT TRACK - HEARTS COWGNE 
SWEET CAMPHOR - TIED IN PACKAGE - WORN IN HIS LEFT ARMPIT 

way how tuh make her 
love him an ' git 
' long happy tuh
gethah . So he taken 

some of de d ir t  outa her lef ' track an ' he fixed it up wit Hearts Co Zogne an ' 
sweet camphor . [ Does informant mean sweet niter , or camphor with a sweet in
gredient ? ]  Tuk [ took] an ' he mixed dat all tuhgethah , an ' he got three stran ' s  
of her hair out o f  her haid , an ' he f ixed it  up in a l i ' le small sort of somp in 
lak a li ' le small package . An ' he tied it wit a s tring an ' j es '  b ind it so it 
rest right up undah his left , right in de hair� of ' is ahm [arm] , so it git de 
sweat on i t . Well , den af tah while dey go t ' long very happy . [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , ( 141 2) , 2536 : 2 . ] 
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5496 . Now , ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do . If ah takeu saae .au - ah tell 
yo ' yo ' kin let a p er son walk away form yo ' or sompin lak dat an' yo ' kin take 
dere lef ' -foot track an' pull i t  back tuh de heel . Yo ' p ick up j is'  as much as 

yo ' kin pi.Dch in 
HAIR FROM HI S HEAD - HI S LEFT TRACK - SHE WEARS OVER PUBES yore fingah lak dat 

[ demonstrates]  an ' 
if yo ' kin ketch ' im ' s leep , see [ d emonstrate s ]  yo ' git chew some hair from right 
up heah . 

(From the top of the bead . )  
Ya s suh . An ' yo ' take an ' yo ' put i t  in a bag , an'  yo ' weah i t  aroun ' ovah 

yo ' - yo ' know whut ah mean . 
(Righ t over your privat e? ) 
Yeah . Weah it daily an ' anyth in ' in de worl ' dat yo ' go t in yore view tub 

worry dat person , it will sur ely come tuh rest dere . Cain ' t he ' p it . Some 
thin ' s  [ I  know are true ] . Dat ' s  whut ah have did . [Lit tle Rock ,  Ark . ,  (886 ) , 

14 6 1 : 4 . ] 
HAIR TOP OF HEAD AND BACK OF NECK - TRACK - WEAR OR BED 5497 . Git de d ir t 

outen dere track , in 

de middle of de  feet , in de right feet , go in ' , an ' git it out en de left . Den 
yo ' take da t an ' git de hair from heah [ d emonstrat es ] an ' from de bac k .  

(The hair f rom the top of the head , [ and ] the back of  the neck . )  
An ' yo ' �ix dat tuhge thah an ' yo ' totes dos e  fo ' luck .  Totes do se fo ' luck 

tub git ' tm  back . Jes ' lak if yo ' have a husban ' an ' yo ' cain ' t  do anythin ' wit 
' im,  an ' den yo ' take dat s tuf f an ' put it tuhgethah . Dat ' ll always keep ' is 
mind always comin ' back home . 

(Where do you put this s tuff a f t e r  you ge t it ? )  
Well , yo ' put it - j e s '  sew it up in yore dress , or eithah take it an '  tie 

it up an ' put i t  in yore baid mat tres s or yor e pillah where yo ' sleep on it . 
(That will br ing a man back . ) [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1503 ) , 2669 : 2 . ]  
5498 . Well , yo ' take a stran ' or two of yor e  hair out chur e ha id an ' dey ' ll 

take an ' g i t  de bow out de back of yore hat . Yo ' take dat hair an ' d e  b ow out 
chure hat an ' yo ' g it a 

HAIR FROM HEAD - HAT BOW - TRACK - BAG - UNDER STEPS few grains of sand outa 
yore shoe track - out de 

streets an ' den take an ' put it tuhgethab . Sew it up in a little bag a n ' put it 
undah yore step s  an ' yo ' cro ss ovah it . Why dat j es ' up s e t s  yore mind altuh
gethah . Dat ' s  de way dey triak yo ' da taway . 

(Now whose steps would they put  this under , mine or • • •  ? )  
Dey put it undah de steps where yo ' come ovab . 
(Well ,  now suppose they got all that stuf f  from me . Would they put i t  under 

� step or under your step ? )  
Undab de step dat chew goes ovah . 
(That is to upset my mind? ) 
Yassuh . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 118 2) , 199 2 : 7 . ]  
549 9 . Jes ' lak if be run aroun ' wit a woman,  yo ' kin take his track - dat ' s  

yore husban ' . Take his right track an ' git de d irt out de bollah of ' is foo t ,  
' is track . Take 

�IR - TRACK - BLACK PEPPER - SALT - BROWN PAPER - DOORSTEP dat dirt an ' put 
some black peppah 

iDtuh it , an ' a li ' le salt , an ' wrap it up in a piece of brown papah , an ' bury 
it undahneat ' of yore do ' s tep . Pu t a l i ' le of ' is hair in der e .  An ' he ' ll s tay 
� . [Norfolk, Va . , (490) , 524 : 13 . ] 

5500 . She can take and get a piece of dirt from his left-foot track , and a 
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lock o f  his hair , and a p iece of hi s underwear , and nine nail s , and s even gra ins 
of red p epper , 
and put all o f  
that in one pack-

HAIR - UNDERWEAR - LEFT TRACK - 9 NAILS - 7 GRAINS RED PEPPER 
ONE PACKAGE - BURIED AT DOOR - LEAN TO HOUSE 

age , wrap very 
car eful , and take it and put it down at the sill of the door , out the door l ike 
that , and lean the package back , and he wil l come back home . [ Fredericksbur g ,  
Va . , by Ed iphone . ] 

5501 . Dey say dey take up yo ' shoe track , take up d e  sho e  track right from de 
door on back . Yo ' take ahold of  da t an ' put dat in a bag . An ' yo ' take yore 
toenails , cut yo ' toenails of f .  Yo ' s ee ' em trim dey toenails off . An ' a piec e 

HAIR 3 PLACES - TRACK - TOENAILS - BAG - BURY AT STEP S  
o f  hair o u t  chure haid , 
an ' cut some of de hair 
undah de arm an ' ' tween 

yore laig s . An ' put all dat tuhgethah . An ' yo ' s ew dat up in a li ' le bag an ' 
yo ' bur ie s de bag about da t deep in de gro un ' [ demons trates ] .  

(About that deep , about nine inches . )  
Yes s ir ,  about dat deep . Well yo ' bur ie s it a t  de  f irst step dat yo ' come to . 
(The first  step as  you come out ? ) 
Yes sir . No s ir ,  bury it at de bo ttom step when yo ' come . Da t ' s  tuh keep ' im 

undah ' er .  Yo ' see , when a woman ' s husban ' go out t oo fast an ' he won ' t  try tuh 
come home , yo '  do  da t .  Dat ' s  tuh keep ' im from r unnin ' about . [ C harleston , S .  
Car . , ( 504) , 55 3 : 1 . ] 

5502 . I have heard 
men can take some dirt 

that i f  two men a r e  go ing t o  see the same girl , one of the 
from this girl ' s  lef t-foo t track and a p iec e of her hair , 

HAIR - LEFT TRACK - PACKAGE - WORN LEFT POCKET 
and make a poaket-pieae of i t . 
He put s  that together in a pack
age and wear s i t  in his left 

pocket . Finally , he will change the girl ' s  mind and she will take to him ins tead 
of the o ther fe llow . [Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

HAIR FROM MOLD AND BACK OF NECK 
RIGHT TRACK 3 PLACES :  TOE - HOLLOW - HEEL 

SEW UP IN YARN RAG - STITCH TO YOU 

5503 . Git a piec e  at de toe an ' d e  
hollah of yore feet an ' at  de heel , 
an ' put dat in a yarn rag an ' sew it  
up . Git a p iece [ o f ]  hair out de 
mole of yore haid , some old hair from 

de back of  yor e neck an ' put it 
care fo ' yuh . 

in [ with]  d e  mole of  yore haid . Dat will make ' em 

(You put that hair wi th this foot track d irt ? )  
Yo ' put de  foo t track dirt , sew it  up in a piece of yarn rag . 
(And what do you do with that rag then? ) 
Totes i t  witcha [with you ] . Put i t  in yore pocket an ' t ot es i t  wi tcha . 
(I  see . That will make them like you . Well now , do they take that dirt from 

both feet or j ust  one? ) 
No , de right foot . 
(Oh , from the r ight one . I s ee . ) 

An ' yo ' put da t in a yarn rag an ' sew it , an ' ev ' ry time yo ' s ew it , br ing de 
stitch to yo ' .  [ Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  (446 ) , 4 21 : 5 . ] 

5504 . Take a man who quarrel and mean in hi s home . You [ the root doc tor ] 
take a p inch of dir t  out of his right- foot track , take a piece of hair out of the 

HAIR PUBIC FROM HIM AND HER - HI S RIGHT TRACK - WRAPPED 
lower part o f  you [ him ] , 
get a p i ece  of her 
[ pub ic ]  hair , and then 

wrap her s ro und his [ pinch of dirt and hair which have been wrapped in paper or a 
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rag ] , and that ' ll tie him to  her , and he will come to seri ously love her a s  he 
always did . [Doctor Frank Hall , see vol . l , Intro . ,  p . XXIX and p . 5 7 3 , by hand . ]  

5505 . Yo ' kin take her right foot track . Now,  lak yo ' tryin ' tuh make love 
an ' di s g irl doesn ' t want tuh make it wit yo ' . An ' j e s ' lak it seem yo ' couldn ' t 
make it up wit ' er ,  an ' in kinda speakin ' tuh ' er ,  yo ' goin ' try tuh make it some

HAIR HERS - TOE OF HER RIGHT TRACK - RED PEPPER 
SEWED UP IN RED FLANNEL WITH TURPENTINE-ANOINTED THREAD 

TIE 9 FINAL KNOTS - WEAR IN RIGHT POCKET 

how wit ' er .  Well j es '  
take her r ight track den 
an ' j e s '  take yo ' a 
flannen rag , yo ' know 
de r ed f lannen rag , an ' 

j es '  git  ' er right toe track outa da t toe wher e dat dig up . Git dat . Git about 
as  much as yo ' kin p ick up [wi th your fingers ]  an ' put it in dat f lannen an ' do 
[ tie ] it up . An ' git some red p eppah an ' put it  in dat , an ' git some of ' er hair . 
If yo ' don' t do it  j es '  den , it may be a month or it  may be a yeah yo ' got ta work . 
Git one s t ran ' o f  ' er hair out ' er haid . D on ' t git de lef ' foo t , git de right 
one . An ' when yo ' git  dat , put it in dis rag an ' j is '  wrap it up . Sew it up . 
S ee . Well , af tah yo ' sew i t , make a knot . See , r ight befo ' yo ' g it roun ' , make 
nine kno t s  in it ; an ' de  las ' one at de end o f  yore sewin ' let i t  be  nine kno t s . 
See , j es '  make nine kno t s  befo ' yo ' close up de end . See . An ' j es '  ' ninte 
[ anoint ] it good  b efo ' yo ' go tuh s ewin ' wi t d i s . Let i t  be a clo th string or 
co t ton thread s t r ing .  Well , j es '  use spir its  of turpent ine , j es ' ninte [ anoint ] 
it good wit da t ,  an ' j es '  make de nine knots  an ' den yo ' got evahthin ' .  

(What do you do with that bag then? ) 
Jes ' tote i t  in yore r ight pocket - keep it . An ' she ' ll come tuh yo ' , BOY. 

[This is the s econd t ime I have b een called boy . ]  [ Fayett eville , N. Car . , 
(1430) , 2581 : 1 . ] 

5506 . Take some of  yore hair o f f  down below an ' take some of  dat [ foo t track ] 
dirt ; an ' some of  dat hair down heah , git some hair from undah yo re a rm .  Take 

HAIR PUBIC AND ARMPIT - TRACK - IN BAG - BURY IN GRAVEYARD 
all dat an ' put i t  
in a little bag an ' 
sew it up , an '  take 

it an ' bury i t  in de cemetery . Den yo ' go t ' em  lak yo ' wan ' ' em .  
(What will that do ? )  
Run them crazy - yo ' know , j es ' make yor e min ' j es '  - yo ' know , j es '  make yo ' 

go crazy . 
(Whose hair would you use? ) 
Uh ,  anybody ' s  hair . 
(Whos e  foo t track would you use? ) 

Lak ah ' m  wit yo ' - LAK AH HAD DIS  FRIEN ' GIRL AN ' AH ' M MAD WIT ' ER ,  AN ' AH 
MlX ' A  GIT DE SPITE OUT , AH WOULD TAKE SOME OF ' ER HAIR AN ' DO DAT . [ Brunswick , 
ea . •  (1207 ) , 2040 : 9 . ] 

5507 . If yo ' wan ' anybody leave home an ' wan ' a  send ' em away fo ' good , j is '  
lit de dirt  undah de lef ' foot  an ' mix it wit cayenne peppah an ' carry it tuh a 

s tream of watah . An ' g it some 
� - RED PEPPER - LEFT TRACK - RUNNING WATER of de hair , if yo ' kin ; but if 

yo ' cain ' t ,  j is '  git  de track . 
Aa' yo ' take dat an ' cayenne p eppah an ' go tuh a stream of  watah , a runnin ' 
S£reaa of watah , an ' throw i t  in de stream of watah . An ' dey ' ll go j is '  de way 
e wttah will go . [ Wilson, N .  Car . , (1499) , 266 7 : 7 . ] 

5508 . Wel l  now, i f  yo ' go t a man an ' yo ' wan ' s  tuh drive him away - ah mean , 
tf yo' wan ' a g i t  rid of  ' im ,  yo ' gi t  some dir t outa his shoe track an ' git  some 
'-ir out of haid , out de top o f  ' is haid , an ' t ie dat intuh a rag an ' throw it 
ta a  runnin ' stream of  watah , goin'  downstream,  an ' dat will carry ' im away . 
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[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 2 8 ) , 
HAIR FROM HEAD - TRACK - TIE IN BAG - RUNNING WATER 2086 : 3 . ] 

5509 . D ey tell me dat chew 
[ they ] kin git some o f  yore hair an ' some of  de dirt  out chure track , an ' mix it 
up an ' throw it in some runnin ' watah an ' run yo ' c ra zy .  

(Get the dirt out o f  either track? ) 
Out chure lef ' track . Dat tuh run yo ' crazy . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (11 7 7 ) ,  

1 9 89 : 8 . ] 
5 5 10 . D e  track yo ' know . Dey take de track , take it from de heels tuh de 

to es j es '  lak d is [ d emons trate s ] . [ If he ] ' walks dat way [away from you ] , why 
yo ' take it from d e  

HEEL T O  TOE O R  TO E T O  HEEL - O R  RING OUTA HIS SHIRTTAIL heel , j es '  from de 
heel tub de toe . Take 

dat t rack an ' throw it tub where j es '  lak dey walks on [ throw it d irec tion he is 
walking ] .  Throw it  dat way an ' dat ' ll keep ' im goin ' , yo ' s ee - goin ' . Lak if 
yo ' wanted ' em comin ' , why yo ' take i t  from d e  toe tub de heel . 

(What would you do with that , then? )  
Yo ' takes de track den an '  yo ' throw i t  off  - yo ' know , throw i t  s o  far go in ' 

from yo ' [ as far as po s sib le from you ] an ' dat makes ' em  go . 
[ I nformant misunderstood my que s t ion , I ask it  another way : ] 
(What if you want ed to bring them back , what would you do with that track? ) 
Why , if  yo ' want tub bring ' em back,  why yo ' kin t ake de track fr om de toe 

tub de heel an ' keep de t rack . 
Take d e  track in de de s ign lak ah wus tellin ' yuh , from ' is toe tuh ' is heel ,  

an ' keep it an ' he come back . 
Or ei thah a ring outa hi s shir t tail . Jes ' cut a roun ' ring outa his shir t

tail . Cut a roun ' r ing outa da t an ' yo ' kin keep it an ' he ' ll come back . 
(Jus t  cut a ring out o f  his shir t tail and keep it . That will make him come 

back . )  [ I n  addition to a ring or circle of  cloth cut from c lo thing , squares and 
oblongs (cof f in symbols ) ,  perhap s other designs are also cut out . ]  [Waycros s ,  
Ga . , (11 7 2 ) , 1 9 7 8 : 9 . ] 

5 511 . He kin take i t  [ her foo t track ] an ' take his han ' an ' rake it up light 
an ' rake it tub ' im .  An ' take de dirt an ' car ry it  home an ' put it in ' i s r ight 

soc k ,  an ' she ' ll come back if she gone of f .  
HEEL TO TOE OR TOE TO HEEL An ' if he wan ' s  ' er tuh leave him , tub don '  

PICK UP TRACK TO OR AWAY FROM YOU nevah come back no mo ' , he kin take her 
track - take his han ' an ' dip it from ' im . 

Start from de foo t on tuh de toe . Carry it home an' put it in ' is right s ock 
an ' throw it away , an ' she won ' nevah come back . [ She will ] s tay dere ,  nevah 
come back no mo ' .  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1110) , 1 7 83 : 4 . ] 

5512 . Als o , I have heard , that if you see a lady or a gentleman that. you like 
very well , and there is no ways in the wor ld that appear s to you that you can 

change their affec tions , so 
HOLLOW OR CENTER OF HIS OR HER RIGHT TRACK - KEEP then the next thing for you 

t o  do , should you s ee them 
traveling , you get clo se  enough to them to  get their f ootpr int , but remember , in 
getting their foo tprint you want to  get it j us t  exac t ly in the hollow o f  their 
feet , the ir tread I mean , at all times the right foot , not the lef t ,  and s ecure 
it and keep i t ,  and you will get what you want . [ Old Po int Comfort , Va . , by Edi-

phone . ]  
HOLLOW OF TRACK PULL BACK - TIE OR SEW - HOMESPUN - POCKET 5513 . Yo ' kin trick 

' em d isaway . Yo ' kin 
go tuh work - see , i t ' s  yor e sho e . Lak yo ' walk wit de sho e  in s ome san ' [ sand ] , 
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an ' den shape of  yore shoe is  lef ' down dere ,  dat hol lah right yondah . Where de 
track leave de hallah in dat san ' , yo '  watch it , an ' yo ' go an ' git chew de san ' . 
Be sure it ' s  ' is track , dough [ though ] , an ' start t uh [ to = at ] de toes of  it , 
lak dis heah [ d emonstrates ] an ' draw it  back , in de track from de shoe . Yo ' draw 
it up once [ one time only ] an ' t ie it up . 

(Which one? ) 
De lef '  or right , don '  make no diff ' renc e .  Jes ' start tuh toes of  ' is shoe 

track an ' drag it back dere lak dat . Git a handfulla dat track from d e  shoe , 
f rom de  hal la h .  Be sure yo ' g it de hallah part r ight in heah . Take it ' long 
wit chew an ' t ie it up - s ew it up in a l i ' le new piece of home spun , or a ole 
piece , it makes no diff ' rence . Yo ' j es '  carry dat thing right down in yore 
p ockets an ' weah it dere . Weah it dere j es '  lak dat an ' yo ' ll run ' em crazy , 
long as yo ' tote dat track . Yo ' tote dat track . 

(That is  to hold the person? ) 
Yeah , by tot in '  dat track . See , he don ' know it . Yo ' totin ' dat track evah

where yo ' g o .  Dat ' s  whut dey say yo ' do ' bout i t . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(14 33 ) , 2595 : 3 . ] 

5514 . Take de track - yo ' know, scoop it  up o ff de ground . Take yore track 
an ' throw i t  ' cross  de house an ' it will run yo ' crazy . 

(You can ' t throw tha t  track acro ss the house . Don ' t 
HOUSE - TRACK THROWN OVER you put it in something ? ) 

No s ir ,  take a ash shevel an ' take up dat track an ' 
throw de sand ' cro ss  de hous e  [ one-story house ] . 

(You don ' t put it ' in anything then? ) 
No sir , j es '  throw it  ' cr o s s  de  house an ' it run yo ' crazy . 
(Either track? ) 
Yes sir , either track .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1194 ) , 2013 : 4 . ] 
5515 . A sock - lak yo ' would take any o f  yor e  sock an ' gi t chure track an ' 

put it in , up ovah de house an ' den yore laigs go bad , g ive yo '  somep in lak de 

HOUSE - THROWN OVER YORE - YOUR LEFT TRACK IN YORE SOCK 
rheumatism .  
(Would they take e ither 
sock to do that ? )  

No suh , dey 
luck.  

take de  lef ' s ock , b ecuz in othah wor ds de lef ' sock is f o ' any bad 

(What do they put in that sock now? ) 
D ey put chure track . Lak yo ' s t ep down heah , well dey j es '  pick up yore track 

an ' throw it ovah de house . No suh ,  ovah yore hous e .  
(But they have put th is stuff in your sock f ir st? ) 
Have tuh put chure track in yore sock . 
( In other words you would get my track and put it  in my sock and thrc N it over 

your hous e . ) 
No suh ,  ah ' d  git  chur e track an ' yore sock , an ' put chur e lef t track in yore 

sock an ' throw it ovah yore house . 
( I  see , I unders tand . All right . )  
5 516 . People wan ' s people tuh move 

dat f ellah when he ' s  walkin ' an ' watch 

[Waycross , Ga . , (108 0 ) , 1 7 48 : 4 . ] 
out of  a house , why dey gits  de drop on 
' im ,  yo ' see .  An ' prob ' ly [ they ]  take a 

HOUSE - THROW OVER EAVES OF - LEFT TRACK 
IN OPEN TOBACCO CAN OR SNUFFBOX - TO MOVE 

bottle or mayb e tobacco can or snuff
b ox or somep in an ' git de dust out 
of ' i s lef ' -foot track der e .  Prob ' ly 
walk aro un ' dat house an ' throw it 

acros s  it . An ' we ll , dey can ' t  live dere no more . 
(Where do they throw it  across ? )  
Throw it acro s s  de eaves . 
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(Right acro ss the roof  o f  the house ? ) 
Yes , s ir . As it go ovah , he leaves it  open so da t it might scat tah as it  go 

acros s ,  yo ' know. 
(I see , leave that bo ttle or can open as you throw it over the house , and 

scatter the dus t  over the roof . That will make them leave the house . )  
Well , dey b ecomes tuh b e  dissat isfied wit de house , won ' be satisfied until 

dey move . An' it ain ' t goin ' be very long befo ' dey moves .  [ Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , 
( 7 5 6 ) , 1033 : 1 . ] 

5517 . Jes ' lak someone yo ' don ' lak in yore home an ' 
from roun ' yore  home . Yo ' wat ch dey track . Yo ' kin git  

yo '  wan ' ' em tuh stay 
eithah one of  dere 

HOUSE - AFTER CIRCUMAMBULATING IT 9 TIMES WITH 2 FOOT TRACKS 
OF UNWELCOME PERSON, SULPHUR AND SALT - AT SUNSET S IDE ON 
RI GHT S IDE - THROW BOTTLE WITH 3 INGREDIENTS ON TOP OF HOUS E  

track, or yo ' 
kin git both of 
' em . An ' yo ' 
kin put dis same 
sulphur an ' sal t 

wit it an ' throw it back. Yo ' walk aroun ' yore hous e nine t imes , an ' back at  de 
sunrise [ side ]  on de r ight side of  de house ,  an ' j e s '  [ throw track,  sulphur and 
sal t ]  on to p of  yore house . Den dey ' ll stay from roun ' dere . Ah have did da t .  

(If  somebody come s to my hous e and I don ' t want them around , I will take that 
dirt from two of their tracks and put the sulphur [ and sal t ]  with it . Then I 
would walk around my hous e nine times , and then do what  on the sunr ise then? ) 

Go on de sunrise s ide of de house .  
(You go on the sunrise side o f  the hous e ,  and then you throw that stuff 

aga inst the house or over the hous e ? ) 
Ovah de house .  
(All the way over the house . )  
Have it kinda lak a sack . Yo ' put it  in a sack . 
(That keeps them away . ) 
An ' tie de sack tuhgethah , an ' dere ain' t no ways ' bout it  - none a tall 

[ they ' ll stay away ] . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1328 ) , 228 2 : 4 . ] 
5518 . Yo ' would go an ' walk roun ' yor e  house , roun ' an '  roun ' , an ' take 

f ive - ah don ' know much about i t  but dis is whut ah heard mah ole people say , 
Take five li ' le - well , j is. ' take yo ' five [wood ] chips dat maybe yo ' had cut 

HOUSE - C IRCUMAMBULATE ROUN ' AN ' ROUN ' 
BURN 5 CHIP S OF WOOD AND FOOT TRACKS 

sometime . Yo ' know dat chew had cut 
' em sometime der e .  An ' dis fellah evah 
who yo ' thought had d id dat • • •  
(Had p lanted this thing down . ) 

Had p lanted i t  fo ' yo ' , yo ' burn dem [wood chips ] an ' git chew some of  ' is tracks 
sure . Make s ur e  dat it ' is tracks an '  burn it [ 5  chip s ] .  Put it in a cup or 
sompin an ' put it where it kin git ho t ,  an ' j is '  burn dat coal good - mix it wit 
dat dir t .  An ' s ome way o r  ' no thah j is '  t ' row where dat h e  kin g i t  i t  on ' im 
somewhere . Maybe j is ' spr inkl e  i t  aroun ' ' is baid or in ' is baid , an ' dat  won ' 
bothah yo ' , so dey tell me . Ah don ' t know , ah nevah tried it . 

(Well , what do you do with thos e f ive chip s ? ) 
Well , yo ' burn ' em - yo ' burn ' em an ' mix ' em wit dis d ir t ,  but yo ' must be 

sure  da t i t ' s  s ome dat he have cut o f fa somethin ' , an ' yo ' must be positive dat 
dat ' s  ' is d ir t  dat he walked on . 

(You mean you burn this track and thes e f ive chips? ) 
Yes , burn ' em an ' sprinkle it somewhere roun ' where he kin git  tuh it , see . 

[Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 116 3 ) , 1 9 39 : 1 . ] 
5519 . Yo ' k in take de lef ' -foot track an ' s top it up in a bo t tle , an ' put in 

an ole house dat ' s no t any good , yo ' see , an ' den yo ' could make dem come back , 
if yo ' wan '  ' em  back . 
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(You take this bottle with the foo t  track in it and put it in an old house . 
That i s  suppo s ed to bring the person back? ) 

Da t ' s  right . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , 
HOUSE - PUT IN AN OLD - BOTTLED LEFT TRACK (13lla ) , 2 2 24 : 10 . ] 

5520 . D ey t ell me dat dey take dat 
foot track an ' take a hot iron an ' put on da t foo t track . An ' carry dat iron an ' 

carry dat iron home an ' put dat same iron on top 
IRON - A HOT - ON FOOT TRACK o f  a c lo th . An ' fold dat cloth up an ' hide it 

somewhere in de c eilin ' , or  in de roof of de house 
some place . An ' dey says dat will cause dat per son to go crazy . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  

(1105) , 17 7 9 : 2 . ] 
KNOTS - FOOT TRACK - DOOR 5 5 21 . Ah heard da t dey kin take yore track from de 

toe , take it right back ' ard s .  An ' take dat track an ' 
t ie s o  many kno ts in a string , an ' hang it ovah de  middle o f  yore do ' .  An ' let 
it hang right in de centah , an' de man s hore will s tay right dere . 

(Wait  a minut e !  What do you do wi th that foot track then? ) 
J is ' hang it up dere . 
(What do you put the foo t track in? ) 
Put it in a clo th an ' s ew it  up , an ' hang it on a string right ovah de do ' ,  

ovah de mid dle o f  de do ' ,  an '  d ey say de man always will stay dere . [ Waycro s s ,  
Ga . , (107 7 ) , 1 74 3 : 9 . ] 

55 2 2 .  D ey will j is ' take da t an ' put it in a rag . 
(This foo t  track? ) 
Yes , take de whole track up an ' put in a rag an ' tie it [ 1  kno t ] , up an ' den 

dey carry it an ' bury it  undah de do ' step . Put a meat skin in it . It ' ll worry 
yuh, prob ' ly run yo ' crazy . 

(What sort o f  meatskin? Any kind o f  meat skin? ) 
Yeah , j is '  white bacon . 
[The mea tskin is to draw some animal or  ins ect that will chew on the meat and 

foot track . ] 
(And they put your foot track under your own door . )  [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , 

(985) , 159 2 : 5 . ] 
55 23 . Now yo ' kin take sand outa nine o f  ' er tracks . Now dis  is fo ' leavin ' 

yo '  undahstan ' .  Yo ' take sand outa nine of  ' er tracks an ' t ie it in nine kno ts 
in a piec e of gingham 

�S 9 - FOOT TRACKS 9 - TIED IN NEW GINGHAM - DOORSTEP cloth , bran ' -new g ing
ham clo th , an ' carry 

it an ' put it up undah her do ' step . An ' she ' ll leave him two days aftahward s . 
(That i s  to make her leave . What tracks do you take , one r ight after the 

other? ) 
Yes sir , one right af tah de othah . 
(Lef t  and right , left and r ight , [ until ] you get nine of them . ) 
Jis ' git nine . 
(That is to drive her away . But you must put them under her door step . )  
Undah ' er do ' step . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  (1083 ) , 175 2 : 2 . ] 
5524 . Dey take dat an ' make yo ' love ' em .  Take dat track out de hollah yor e 

foot .  Take it up - j is '  lak yo ' take up , j is '  lak dat [ demonstrates ] , lak dis 
de hollow of  it . An ' put sugah 

LOVE POWDER - SUGAR - HOLLOW OF TRACK - POCKET in it an ' put dis powdah in it , 
dis  same love powdah . Put i t  in 

it an ' tote it in yore pocket . Dat will make dem love yo ' .  
(You take that out of  ei ther track , either the r ight or left ? ) 

De right . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513 ) , 2 6 7 9 : 6 . ]  
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5525 . Yo ' take de lef ' track j is '  undah de  palm [ "hollow" or "ball" of f oot ] ,  
j is ' lak [ palm of ] mah han ' . An ' den yo ' kin sew it  up in a li ' le cloth,  if  yo ' 

wan ' a  weah it undah yore clothes , see . D en 
LUCKY MOJOO PERFUMg - FOOT TRACK yo ' kin - well , yo ' j is '  keep it ' nointed wit 

Luaky Mojoo Perfume . Well , dat tuh keep yore 
luck good . Some folks weah dem in a li ' le bag roun '  dere neck . 

(What do you wear that thing for , that fellow ' s  foot track? ) 
Well , yo ' weah it - yo ' see , if yo ' wan ' s de man , if he don ' wanta stay wit 

chew . AN '  DEN SOMET IME YO ' JIS ' WAN ' A  A MAN ANYWAY . Yo ' go out dere an ' gits 
da t fo ' luck . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1267) , 214 6 : 13 . ]  

5526 . Take a can of lye ,  can o f  po tash yo ' know , dis Red Devil lye , an ' put 
it undah yore step . Take yore track an ' put de can of lye wit it - yo ' know , 

LYE , CAN OF - FOOT TRACK IN - UNDER STEPS 
j is '  lak yo ' seen people make tracks . 
Put dat lye undah der e . 
(Put the lye in the track? ) 

No , take de 
lye . 

lye - dis heah man shoe track . Take de track up an ' put it in dat 

(Put it in this can of lye? ) 
Put i t  in dat can o f  lye an ' bury it  undah yore steps . Bury it undah yore 

step , j is '  lak yo ' go dere an ' sweep up heah undah de step . Yo ' can ' t stay dere . 
(You can ' t stay there . That runs you out o f  the house . ) 
Yo ' can ' t  stay d er e .  
(That ' s  either one o f  your shoes? ) 
Yeah , ary one yore track . 
(And put thi s  can of  Red Devil lye under your step and you can ' t stay there . ) 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1235) , 2090 : 6 . ] 
5527 . Ah ' m  tellin ' whut experienced . D ey take de dust , de dirt out from 

yure lef ' foo t ,  an ' dey put it 'in a li ' le small bag an ' mix wit Devil Lye . An ' 
put it in a secret plac e dat chew kin walk ovah it , an ' dat ' ll cuz pain in yore 

LYE - LEFT TRACK - BAG - SECRET PLACE - WALK OVER - FOOT PAINS 

ble whah [where ]  it 
verse 15 ] .  

says , in Numbahs [ Numbers ] de 27th and 15th 

(What was that ? From the Bible? ) 

f oo t . Yo ' ' mem
bah [ remember ] 
readin ' duh Bi-

[ chapter 27 , 

D e  Nwnbahs , ah say , d e  27 th an ' 15th , say , "Warned he dat hideth anything in 
a secret place dat yore neighbor finds it not . "  

(That ' s  from Numbers , 2 7 th chap ter , 15 verse? ) 
[ The preceding quota t ion comes not from Numbers but from Deuteronomy a s  f ol

lows: Curs ed be the man that maketh any graven or mol ten image� an abomina tion 
unto th e Lord� th e work of the hands of th e  araftsman� and putteth it in a s earet 
p laae . And a ll the peop le shal l answer and say� Amen" - King James Version . ]  

[While recording machine was stopped I must have asked informant , "Where did 
you hear this? " He evidently answered , "From my unc le . " ] 

(Where did he live , here? )  
Oh,  he daid now . He used tuh live in Perry County , in Perry County ,  Ala . , 

Scott  S ta t ion . 
(What was his name? ) 
His name Jim Herod . 

he daid . 
An ' one [ ano ther uncle]  named Winston Will iams . 

(Well , he wasn ' t your unc le? ) 

Well , 

Both of  ' em  mah unc le .  Bo th uncl e on mah mo thah ' s  side , but dey had diff ' 
ren ' fathahs , see . 
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(Well , who se r emedy was this?  Who told you this ? )  
Mah uncle J im Herod .  
(Well , you tell me which one o f  your uncles you learned these things from? ) 
[This man was brought to me as a roo t doator . Two comments o f  mine are on 

the or iginal transcrip t ion : "no t  much" and later "may use as [ [ an example of] ] a 
fake R . D .  [ [roo t  do ctor ] ] .  THE LATTER CRITICISM I S  UNJUST . I WAS TOO SEVERE ON 
THESE EARLIER INFORMANTS . THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH THIS LYE-TRACK RITE , AS 
THE PRECEDING AND LATER-IN-DATE EXAMPLE FROM BRUNSWICK , GA . , SHOWS . ] [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 7 01 ) , 9 58 : 5 . ] 

5528 . Take dat an ' 
in it an ' j i s '  scat tah 

put new manure in it . Take mah track an ' put new manure 
it  each way yo ' see , an ' den ah ' ll keep a-goin ' .  Ah j is '  

MANURE - NEW - BOTH WAYS ALONG TRACKS - TRA VELIN ' MIN ' 
won ' t nevah cont inue 
nowhere . Dat ' s  tuh 
keep yo ' wit trave Zin ' 

min ' .  [ This manure , anima l , is evidently scattered both ways along your tracks 
so that you ar e no t going to or coming from a definite destinat ion but in all 
direct ions . Human manure is almo s t  a foot-track r ite  in POWER FROM DEAD PREACH
ER' S BONE , that amaz ing and almo s t  unbelievab le story , p . 285 . In the present 
and following r ites newness is required . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (941) , 1 5 23 : 7 . ] 

55 29 . ( Suppose you begin that right from the b eg inning now . What do you do 
wi th this woman ' s  track? ) 

Yo ' take d is woman ' s  track,  de  lef ' -foot 
ketch it gwine from yo ' . Ketch it j es '  lak 

track . S ee ,  yo ' mus ' n ' t  [must no t ]  
- yo ' ketch it comin ' tuh yuh , j es '  

MANURE - NEW - FROM BULL - IN BOTTLE WITH - HER LEFT TRACK 
COMING TO YOU TOE TO HEEL - HER HEAD AND PUBIC HAIR 

3 STRANDS - HEARTS COLOGNE - LIKKAH - CAMPHOR - SHAKE 
SEW INTO SILK CLOTH - FEED 3 TIMES A WEEK - WEAR 

lak ah ' m  comin ' tuh 
yo ' heah , now . Jes ' 
lak yo ' call me , 
say , "Come heah , 
Jim . " Ah goes tuh 
yo ' ,  an ' yo ' watch 

de lef ' foo t  yo ' see.  Well , now , maybe when ah turn mah back an '  go on de o thah 
way - yo ' know , ah don ' t know whut chure idea is . Yo ' git it  lak d is , yo ' see . 
Yo ' watchin ' me goin' de  othah way , yo ' see . Yo ' ket ch it  lak dis - go back to 
de heel [ demons trates ] .  

(From the toe to the heel . P ick it  up . )  
Yo ' pick it up . Den yo ' goes tuh work an '  goes - don ' t  go tuh a steer . YO '  

KNOW WHUT ' S  A STEER I S ? A s teer is - he has been a bull but he been aut , yo ' 
koow. An ' yo ' goes tuh a bull lot . Yo ' goes in dere an ' aftah yo ' goes in de 
bull lot - make it dere befo ' sunr ise an ' de bull be  layin ' down yo ' know . Yo ' 
stir ' im, make him git up , yo ' see . When he gi t up , he goin ' stretch yo ' know .  
Vell , when he s tretch he goin' do his business . Well , yo ' see , yo ' ketch de 
second turd b efo ' i t  hit de groun ' - don ' t let it hit de groun ' yo ' see - de 
secon ' turd . Jes ' as de firs t one - yo ' let de  fir s ' one hit yo ' see . 

(You grab tha t ? ) 
Yo ' grab da t yo ' see . Yo ' take dat an ' go on off  an ' put it in a ole t in pin 

(pan] an ' set it  on de f iah . An '  yo ' go tuh work af tah yo ' set it  on de fiah -
dat parch it . Yo ' have seen people parch co ffee . Yo ' set dere an ' yo ' s t ir it 
yo ' know an ' parch it . An ' yo ' take da t track , an ' yo ' take dat hull ' s  s tuff , 
an '  go tuh de drug sto ' . Go tuh drug sto ' an ' git  chew a bottle o f  cologne ,  or 
eithah de Ten Cent S t o ' . Yo ' mix da t up wit one o f  dem track yo ' see . Yo ' mix 
dat up tuhgethah an ' go git  chew a vial . Den yo ' goes tuh work yo ' see an '  yo ' 
&fts yuh a l i ' le b o t t l e - see , ' bout lak dat [ demons trates ] . 

(A small bott le about the size o f  your middle finger . )  
Dat ' s  right , a small b ot tle . Den yo ' go es tuh work an ' yo ' gits dat Heart 
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Co logne . Git chew a li ' le b it o f  likkah . Heart Cologne ,  dat trouble . An ' git 
chew a li ' le bit o f  likkah an ' a l i ' le camphor , yo ' see . An ' yo ' put all da t 
in dere , yo'  see , intuh dat bottle . Put dat mixtur e  yo ' mix outa dat bull turd 
an ' ' uh track.  Put all dat in dat b ot t l e .  Yo ' see de idea . An ' aftah yo ' put 
it intuh dat bottle ,  yo ' shakes it up lak dis yo ' see [ demonstrates ] . Yo ' take 
a stoppah an' yo ' puts it intuh a stoppah [ into the bo ttle]  an ' yo '  git chew a 
p iece of  silk cloth an ' yo ' sews dat up . YO ' KNOW WOMENFOLKS IS  KINDA SHARP , 
yo ' know, an ' yo ' sews dat up . D en yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' tote  da t r ight nex ' 
tuh yo ' .  Yo ' see , if yo ' kin gi t it in dis li ' le fob pocket chere [ here ] ,  yo ' 
know , nex ' tuh yore skin anywhere . Yo ' totes dat yo ' see . Well , yo ' feeds dat 
j es '  lak yo ' feeds [ yourself ] ,  ' bout three time a week . Yo ' go tuh work an ' buy 
a li ' le mo ' likkah , yo ' know, an '  yo ' put on dat yo ' know . Take a li ' le bit  mo ' 
Heart Cologne an ' yo ' po ' on dat , yo '  see . Yo ' po ' da t right on de rag , yo ' un
dahstan ' .  Well , now, da t ' s  carried . An ' evah t ime yo ' go by ' uh , anywhere , yo ' 
say ,  "Looky heah , honey , how ' bout [ so-an ' -so ] ? "  

"Ye s ,  all r ight . "  
An ' j es '  git a li ' le bit  of it , yo '  know, right out de top of ' uh heah [ demon

strates ] . 
(The top of her hair - top of the head ? )  
Jes ' about three strands . Be sharp enough - b e  sharp enough aftah ' uh sleep

in' . Yo ' s ee de idea . Go right heah [ demons trates ] . 
(By her privates ? ) 
Yeah. An ' take ' bout three strands , de  long o ne right heah , yo ' know . Take 

dat an ' mix i t  all tuhgethah an ' put it righ t  in da t bottle . She ' l l  follah ' im 
anywhere in de worl ' . 

(And keep her? ) 
Yessuh .  S ee ,  ah tried da t .  Ah had so much trouble wit womenfolks , dat , yo ' 

know , ah ' d • • •  
(Who taught you - who told you that ? )  
Well , ah tell yo ' ,  AH MET A LADY [doctor ]  FROM LOUIS IANA . SHE WUS TRAVELIN ' 

AN '  SHE WUS THROUGH HEAR . So ah b een havin ' quite a lot of  trouble wit wimmins 
yo ' see . Ah us ed tuh be a woman lovah , yo ' know. Ah did love womenfolks , yo ' 
know, an '  AH HAD MAH RAID BUMPED BY MANY ,  yo '  see . An ' ah tole huh ' b out it an ' 
she tole me whut tuh do . An ' ah has tried it  - RIGHT TODAY , YO ' HOL ' DEM AN ' PUT 
' EM  UNDAH YORE FOOT . Yo ' hol '  d em, an ' long as yo ' kin keep ' em  down undah yore 
foo t , yo ' kin go . But DE MINUTE DEY GIT DE UPPER PULL ON YO ' , DEY GOT CHEW AN '  
GONE . Yo ' see? D ey got chew an' gone . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1388 ) , 24 8 7 : 4 . ] 

5530 . Dey take de length o f  yore f eet , take it right from de toe back to de 
heel . An ' af tah dey take de length of  yore shoe , dey take an ' wrap it . An ' dey 

take dat an ' go 
MEASURE - TRACK TOE TO HEEL - BURY IN OLD SHOE AT DOORSTEP S bury r ight at the 

bottom of each 
s tep , yo ' s ee ,  intuh anothah sho e ;  not yore shoe but ano thah ole shoe dere at de 
house . An ' dey put dat down an ' dey claim dat would cros s ' im  up . 

( [ They take ] that string and measure the sho e and also [ take ] the foot track? ) 
J is '  take de length , dey don ' t take the foot track . Jis ' take de length . 

Now, dey take some dust right at  de end o f  de shoe ,  where dey measure it . Take 
some dust from dat end , an ' dey take some dus t from dat [ ot her end ] . An ' put all 
dat tuhge thah an ' wrap i t  up , an ' put dat in de ole shoe . [New Orleans , La . ,  
(859 ) , 1365 : 10 . ] 

5531 . They say that if you take a rule and measure a [ foo t ]  track straight 
and then measure across , and take that same measur ement and mark it out on a 
piece of paper , and take that paper and put a p iece of cube root they call it , 
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it grows mos tly i n  Flor ida they say , and take that and the Sampson snakeroot and 

MEASURE - LENGTH AND WIDTH OF TRACK - TRANS FER TO PAP ER 
IN WHICH PUT CUBE ROOT - SAMPSON SNAKEROOT - ADAM-AND-EVE 
' COON ROOT - HIGH JOHN THE CONQUER - PUT UNDER HEAD OF BED 

LET REMAIN 9 DAYS - VICTIM PINES AWAY AND DIES 

also Adamrand-Eve 
and 'coon root and 
High John the Conqu
er ,  and put that in 
with that paper , and 
then take that paper 

and put i t  s o  that i t  can b e  used under the head o f  the ind ividual ' s b ed ,  and by 
s t aying there for nine days in succession the individual b egin to pine away and 
f inally die . [ Eli zabe th C i ty , N .  Car . , (18 2 ) , 5 51 : 2 . ]  

5 5 3 2 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey kin git chure foot track an ' mea s ur e  yore foot 
track , an ' take some o f  de dir t out de holla h  o f  yore track , see.  D en go tub 
de graveyard af tah twelve o ' clock an ' git some de dirt from d e  heart , about de 

MEASURE - TRACK - TAKE "HOLLOW11 - GO TO GRAVEYARD MIDNIGHT 
C IRCUMAMBULATE GRAVE 4 TIMES - D IRT FROM HEAD , FOOT , HEART 

3 PLACES - SAY ,  "AH WAN ' D I S MAN TUH BE S UBJEC ' TUH ME 
AH WAN ' ' IM TUH GO AN ' NOT COME BACK" - C IRCUMAMBULATE 

3 MORE TIMES - MIX TRACK AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
BO IL IN SALT AND LIME - SPRINKLE WHERE HE WALKS 

hear t ,  an ' from de 
head an ' from de 
f oo t [ 3  plac es ] . 
An ' mix i t  wi t dat 
dirt whut dey took 
out o f  yore track.  
An ' march aroun ' 
da t grave fo ' t ime s , 

firs ' . D en come back an ' march aroun ' it ag ' in five , s ix ,  s even . De seven i s  
de uneven numbah . March roun ' dat seven t ime s . D en take d a t  d ir t  whut d e y  got  
wit d e  graveyard d irt outen yore track , an ' go an ' mix it  tuhgethah , an ' b o i l  i t  
i n  salt an ' water an ' lime . Throw dat in sal t , watah an ' l ime . D en dey wi l l  
take d a t  an ' sprinkle i t  wherevah yo ' g o t t a  g o , where yo ' cross ovah at , if i t ' s  
yore door step or some path yo ' go . If yo ' in a car , why dey ' d  spr inkle it aroun ' 
yore car - sompin like da t - an ' dat wi ll do yo ' harm .  S ee , when yo ' g i t  in 
der e , yo ' ll be painful an ' ca in ' t rest , an ' have no min ' tuh s tay at home - only 
be go in ' all de t ime . 

(NOW TO MAKE C ERTAIN ABOUT THI S . When you get this graveyard d i r t  af t er twelve 
o ' c lock at night , you get it from three plac e s : on the head , t he hear t , and the 
feet . And before you ge t that dirt , do you walk around the grave four t ime s or 
after? ) 

Af tah . 
(Then you say you walk around i t  aga in five time s ? ) 
Firs ' yo ' walk aroun ' i t , dat make f ive . Den yo ' walk aroun ' i t  s even times . 
( Seven s epara t e  t imes or all together ? )  
Al tuhge thah . 
(You walk aro und i t  four t imes . Then what do you do ? )  
Yo ' walk aroun ' i t  fo ' t ime s an ' yo ' speak word s .  
(What will you say? ) 

Yo ' wi ll say , "Ah wan ' dis man tub b e  subj ec ' tub me , Ah wan ' ' im  tuh go an ' 
DDt come back . Dat ' is min ' may go from ' im ,  dat he may no t undahs t an '  whut he 
do . "  S ee , dat ' s  whut d ey ' ll say . 

(Then you will walk around i t ? ) 
Two mo ' t ime . Dat makes s even . 
(They walk around it four t ime s .  They dig that d ir t  up and walk around i t  

four t imes .  Then what d o  they do aft er t h e  f ourth t ime ,  af ter they say those  
110rds? ) 

Den dey walk aroun ' it ag ' in one t ime .  Dat makes five , yo ' see . 
(Then do they say anything? ) 
Naw, don ' t say anything . D en de fifth t ime , den d e  sixth an ' de s eventh . 
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Den dey march aroun ' dere de s eventh time , den d ey will repeat de same words 
over ag ' in • • • •  

(Then you go on away with the graveyard dir t . ) [ Washington,  D . C . , (638 ) , 
8 2 2 : 4 . ] 

5533 . They measure your foo t s tep with a s tr ing and tie that around a ten
penny nai l ,  and drive it  right in the ground where you have to s t ep over it , 

and tha t  puts 

MEASURE TRACK WITH STRING - TIE ABOUT NAIL - DRIVE INTO GROUND 

MEASURE WITH STRING - HEEL TO TOE - WRAP ABOUT NAIL 
DRIVE DOWN IN FRONT OF DOOR - READ P SALM 90 

a curse on you . 
[ Fredericksburg , 
Va . , (45 ) , by 
Ediphone . ]  
5534 . If a man 
have a woman 
dat ' s  run away 
from home , she 

won ' stay home an ' won ' be satisfied , she wanta do j i s '  as [ she pleases ] - de 
fellah don ' wan ' ' ah [ her ] t uh move away from d er e . Take a cord s tring , co tton 
cord s tring ,  put de end of  ' ah heel an ' de end of ' ah to e , an' g i t  ' ah measure
ment . An ' put it roun ' a nail an ' dr ive it right ovah in front of de  do ' .  An ' 
den he wanta r ead de 90th Psalms o f  David . 

(Wha t will that do ? )  
She ' ll stay home . [Mob i l e ,  Ala . , ( 7 0 2 ) , 962 : 6 . ]  
5535 . Well , ah kin take dat foot  track if ah j is '  - say j is '  WAN ' A  KEEP ANY

BODY UNDAH MAR JURISDICTION LAK A WOMAN , yo ' s ee .  Ah kin j is '  ketch ' er track in 

MEASURE WI TH STICK - TRACK - SEW TRACK AND BROKEN STICK IN 
RED FLANNEL - 9 BRAND-NEW NEEDLES - 3 RUSTY NAILS - BOTTLED 

a clear p lac e ,  an ' 
git a nice li ' le 
s t ick an ' measure 
dat track , a n '  git 

a good size bot tle . An ' ah ' ll sew dat t rack up in a red flannen c lo th , an ' ah 
will gi t nine bran ' -new needle s ,  s ee ,  an ' stick it in dat clot h .  St ick d e  needle 
right up lak dat in dat  cloth , see . An ' git  t hr ee rusty nail an ' tie it tuh
gethah , an ' drop i t  in dat bottle an ' cork it up airt ight , an'  evahthin ' will b e  
okay . Won '  have no mo ' trouble gitt in ' along wit chur e wife . 

(You said you use the s t ick for someth ing? ) 
Yes , j is '  any piec e  of li ' le s t ick . Yo ' j is '  kin take a knife an ' run off  a 

li ' le piece j is '  long ' nuff tub measure de track lak dat , see . Den yo ' take d e  
li ' le stick an ' yo ' br eak i t  up , break it up in a li ' le pieces , see . An ' yo ' 
put i t  in dat red flannen an ' sew it up . Yo ' take up dat track yo ' know . Yo ' 
take dat t rack up , see , an ' put it in dat f lannen j is '  where yo ' measurin ' it . 
S ew it up an ' take dem nine needles [ et c . ] .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1249) , 2 1 20 : 4 . ]  

5536 . [HERE I S  AN UNUSUAL RITE ,  ONE DEVI SED FOR PICKING UP A PERSON ' S  FOOT 
TRACK INSIDE THE HOUSE BY WASTING WATER ON THE FLOOR : ]  

Well , i f  yo ' wan '  someone tub s tay home - yo ' heah me ? Yo ' heah me ? Yo ' 
measure dey foo t s t ep s  an ' yo ' ll take nine nails an ' yo ' ll take dat foot s tep , 

MEASURE - BY OUTLINING IN PENC IL - WET TRACK ON FLOOR 
AFTER HE LEAVES - DRIVE 9 NAILS COMPLETELY INTO FLOOR 

SO THAT THEY PRESERVE THE OUTLINE 

de r eal foo t s t ep , an ' 
yo ' ll put nine needl es 
[nails ] in d e  foo t s t ep .  
Oa t ' s  when we comin ' in, 
when we in de house . 

Aftah yo ' git  ' em in de house , don ' let ' em see i t . Yo ' ll do dat even if d ey 
s leep . Yo ' ll take dem nails an ' yo ' ll - yo ' ll take dat whole foot step whilst 
dey in sleep in ' . Now, if yo ' wanted ' em tub go ' way from home • • •  

( I s  that one thing comp lete now about the nine nails and the foo t s tep ? ) 
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Well , yes , dey have tuh be in de hous e .  Dey have tuh git ' em ,  an ' if he 
sleepin ' , yo ' kin do it bettah . Yo ' ll take nine nails an ' yo ' ll ketch dey foot
step . 

(How do you catch the foo t s tep ? )  
See , lak mah shoe - s ee , lak dey comin ' in an ' yo ' make a footstep . Maybe if 

dey got watah - always wet sompin so dat dey kin s tep in i t  tuh git dey step , so 
becuz many time it dry an ' yo ' kinno t [ canno t ] git dey s t eps . Yo ' have tub waste 
wa tah or make where he got ta walk in it . An '  den when he pass , it always - fo ' 
ins tan ' [ ins tance ] yo ' ll make it  wit a penc il so yo ' ll take de full step of de 
person . Yo ' got ta git de ful l s tep of dat . 

Now , when he ' s  in , yo ' do  dat - see , dat nine nails . 
(What do you do with those nine nails now? ) 
Jis ' leave ' em in de f lo ' wheresomevah he ' s  at , dat ' s  when he ' s  comin ' out de 

house .  Well , now , fo ' instan ' , i f  yo ' wan ' a  use ,  scus in ' [ excusing ]  dat , dat ' s  
if a woman husban ' is s tayin '  of f . 

(Here ' s  my foo ts tep . Now , you pick that up on something? )  
Yes . 
(Then you bring i t  into the house? ) 
No . 
(What do you do with it now? ) 
Yo ' ll take de measure of  dat foo ts tep wi t a penc il , if yo ' go tta was te de 

watah or somep in fo ' ' im tuh make de step . 
(There ' s  the s t ep now , then you take the length o f  it with a st ick or some

thing ? Now what do you do ? )  
Yo ' nails nine nails intuh de s tep [ foo t track ] aroun ' d e  marks [ o f  the track] 

tuh ket ch de whole foo tstep . 
(You nail nine nails into the ground ? )  
No , intuh de house , intuh de house i f  he ' s  in a house . 
(You p ut that around the measur e ? ) 
Yes , if it ' s de whol e  measure . 
(You put tha t measure on the f loor and then you put the nine nails around the 

measure ? )  
Yes suh , dat ' s  whut ah wanta [ have b een trying to ] tell yo ' .  [Algiers , La . , 

(1603) , 3023 : 5 . ] 
55 3 7 . Jis ' lak if yo ' go an ' make a foots tep , dey go an ' measure dat track • • •  

wit a cord string - j is '  de way yo ' go in ' - an ' dey picks it up from dere toe an ' 

MEASURE FOOT TRACK - WAY YOU GOING 
PICK UP TOE TO HEEL - INTO RUNNING WATER 

bring it backwards • • •  put it in runnin' 
watah an ' have yo ' walkin ' . [New 
Orleans , La , ,  ( 7 8 5 ) , 1089 : 3 . ]  
5538 . Ah ' ll answah yo ' dis que s t ion.  
(All r ight . )  
Dey ' ll take yore foo t track an ' dey ' ll 

take a cord s tr ing , a bran ' -new piece o f  cord outa de store , an ' dey ' ll measure 

MEASURE LEFT AND RIGHT TRACKS - 1 GOING , 1 COMING - WITH 
1 NEW STRING - PICK UP ON CARDBOARD - OWNER ' S  NAME � 

OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO WATER - IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

yore foo t track . Dey 
will meas ure each one 
of ' em ,  right an ' lef t .  
Dey goin '  tuh put one 
foo t track goin ' dis 

way an ' dey go in'  tuh put de o thah goin ' data way [ demonstrate s ] . An ' dey go in ' 
tuh write yore name on a bo ' d - it goin ' tub be on a bo ' d [ symbol of graveboard ] .  
D ey goin ' tuh write yor e name on dat ,  an ' dey go in ' tuh take an ' throw it  ovah de 
lef ' shouldah in de rivah [Missis sippi ] or  in de lake [ Ponchar train] air [ either ]  
one o f  dem two go ; i f  i t  go in d e  lake , it ' s  all right an' if i t  go in d e  r iver , 
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it ' s  all right . Well , dat ' s  tuh - dat is so yo ' ll j is '  git sick , lingah sick , 
an ' yo ' d on '  know whut ' s  de  mattah wit chew. Firs ' thing , a pain ' ll take yo ' arr 
yo ' ll git paralyzed- lak , but yo ' isn ' t paralyzed , yo ' is t�aked. See . Yo ' s  
[ you has ] no control o f  yore feet an '  j is '  put s yo ' in a dragon [dragging ] con
dition . 

(Now, they turn one foot track that way and one this way [ author demon-
strates ] ? )  

Yes , sir , j is '  lak dis [ demons trates ] .  
(Do they use the same s tring for both or two different str ings? )  
I t ' s  de only one s tring . D ey wan ' dat track . 
(Do they dig up that track or do they [merely ] measure i t ? ) 
Dey takes ' em up . Dey takes ' em up , de whole measure of  it . But how dey do , 

dey take ' em up - dey have a l i ' le flat b o ' d an ' yo ' see , dey take dat dust an '  
all up tuhgethah . 

(They j us t  slip i t  under those tracks ? ) 
Dey slip i t  righ t undah dese tracks , an '  now dey goin ' tuh put one track go in ' 

di s way an ' [ demons trates ] - one fee t  goin ' out dis way an ' de othah feet go d is 
way . An ' dey go in ' tuh wr i te yore name on a pastebo ' d .  

(Pas teb oard ? )  
Shoe pas tebo ' ds whut chew buy shoes in.  D ey go in ' tuh wr ite yore name on dat . 

An ' aftah dey write chure name on dat , dey takes i t  an '  dey goes tuh de rivah or 
de lake , an ' throw it  ovah de lef ' shouldah . 

(Well , wait f minute .  Do they throw these foot tracks in with the pasteboard?) 
Yes , s ir .  Dey throw dat ovah de lef ' shouldah an ' In de Name of de Fathah, an ' 

de Son, an ' de Ho ly Ghos t .  
(I  see . ) 
Dat ' s goin ' tuh make yo ' , in nine days t ime ,  yo ' goin ' tuh come , be  loos e of  

yore limb s . No more s ervice tuh yoreself . 
(What do they do with that s tring they measure i t  with? What do you do wi th 

the string? ) 
Dey takes dat string - dat ' s  de - dat so as - yo ' s ee when yo ' be - if yo ' b e  

pickin ' up - yo ' know , i f  yo ' pick up dus t , it ' s  bound tuh crack , huh? But chew 
got de full length of it wit dat s t ring . 

( I  see . ) 
Well , dat string goe s wit it . It ' s  t ied r ight acro s s  dat bo ' d .  An ' throw it 

ovah de lef ' shouldah In de Name of de Fathah , of de Son an ' de Holy Ghost . [ New 
Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 8 0 ) , 1074 : 2 . ] 

5539 . Wel l , s ee ,  if a person is  s tayin ' ' way from home all de t ime , j is '  come 
home an ' eat an ' tuh sleep a little while an ' go right on o f f , doesn ' t  have any 

t ime tuh be roun ' 
MEASURE - TRACK COMING HOME - WITH PAPER OR COTTON CLOTH 
NEVER CUT FROM - WRITE NAME ON - MAKE WISHES - 'FOLD IT 
TOWARDS HOUSE - AT EACH FOLD SAYING , "COME HOME AND STAY AT 
HOME" - PUT IN NEW HOMESPUN - WITH NEW SALT AND 9 GRAINS 
[ SEEDS ] FROM NEW RED PEPPER POD - BURY WITH NEW SALT , 
PEPPER , SULPHUR AND WISHE S - MAKES THE PERSON STAY HOME 

home an ' yo ' wan ' ' 
' em tuh stay at 
home . Well , yo ' 
ketch d e  track 
comin ' home to
wards de door . 
An ' if yo ' git 

dat t rack an ' yo ' measur e i t  wit a papah or eithah way [another method ] yo ' kin 
use cahton ;  well , if it ' s  a piece dat  dere hasn ' t b een anything cut o f f  o f  it  
befo ' . Den when yo ' write de name an ' make de wishes - make yore wish yo ' wanta 
make , an ' fold it ovah , an ' each fold fold it towards de house .  

(You write  on the cotton cloth or on the paper , and each fold you make? ) 
Each fold fold it  towards de house an ' repeat de words , "Come home an ' s tay 
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a t  home . " An' yo ' fold dat an ' aftah yo ' fold it , yo ' take a piece o f  new home
spun an' yo ' put dis in it , an ' den yo ' put some salt . Yo ' put s nine grains of  
red  peppah , a pod o f  red  peppah has nevah b een any used out . Well , yo ' kin put 
de whole nine pods or yo ' kin put de nine grains , which is de seed yo ' see . An ' 
yo ' put some sal t an ' s ome peppah wit dat , be sure it ' s  de sal t  an ' peppah whut 
yo ' j is ' bought ' specially fo ' dat - an ' sulphur . An '  put da t down an ' bury dat 
den . Yo ' d ig de top soil , yo ' d ig unt i l  yo ' git down b elow de top soil , see , an ' 
yo ' bury dat , an ' make yore wishes . An ' den d e  per sons will s tay at  hom e . 
[Elizabeth C ity , N .  C ar . , (438) , 4 07 : 1 . ] 

5540 . Now , dey kin take dat foot track of yor es an ' use 
wan' a .  Well ,  dey takes a knife an ' a rule an ' measure yor e 

MEASURE WITH RULER - TRACK - LENGTH MARK OFF WITH KNIFE 
ON PAPER - ADD NAME BACKWARDS 3 TIMES IN : SQUARE , DIAMOND , 
HEART - PUT IN LAMP BOWL - LIGHT WICK - FOR QUICK WISHES 

it j is '  lak dey 
foo t t racks an ' 

print i t  on a p iece 
of papah . Den yo ' 
carr ies de name . 
J is '  lak yo ' say , 
ah wan ' a do as ah 

van ' a  wit d i s  per son . Yo ' carry de name three t ime s .  Write yore name . 
(They measure that foot track with the ruler and then take a p iec e of  paper , 

a piece of paper the leng th of the foo t  track . ) 
Dat ' s  right an ' den dey take yore  name an ' dey draws yore name in a box , in 

a squar e , in the b ox ,  diamond and hear t .  Dey wr ite yore name , Yore name would 
be Jones Johnson . Dey put i t  backwards , yor e  name would be Johnson Jones , yo ' 
undahstan ' . An ' dey cas t da t in de light in de lamp , an ' have yo ' do j is '  whut 
dey want yo ' tuh do . Dat ' s r ight , dat ' s  fer quiak wi shes . [ New Orleans , La . ,  
(815) , 114 9 : 6 . ] 

5541 . Yo ' take dat foot track , try tub git it wit ' out breakin ' it . Yo ' lay 
it on a p iece of brown papah an ' yo ' ll take de mea sure [ o f ]  dat track . An ' yo ' ll 

writ e dis  person 
MEASURE - TRACK TAKEN UP WITHOUT BREAKING - LAY ON BROWN PAPER 
WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME IN IT 9 TIME S  CROS SWAYS - ADD DIRT FROM 
SINNER ' S GRAVE AND JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT POWDAH - BURY BACKWARDS 

name cro s sways 
in i t  nine t imes .  
Yo ' gi  t some d irt  
o ffa s innah - bad 

person died bad - yo '  git  da t o f fa dere grave , dat d ir t . An ' yo ' put dat [ grave 
dirt ] on dere [ the track ] . Den yo ' gi t chew some John de Conkah roo t  powdah [ hoo
doo drug s t or e  or mail order house product ] an ' yo ' spread it in [ the 2 dir ts ] . 
Den yo ' bury dat track backward s :  lak yo ' gon ' a  walk intuh dis doah , wel l  yo ' 
wan ' a  put de foo t print comin '  in - yo ' put de heel part  comin ' in . Dat ' ll make 
yer brains - mos ' people bury it any way - it ' ll run yo ' cra zy , if yo ' use it lak 
dat . [New Orleans , La . ,  (8 0 2 ) , 1 1 18 : 1 . ] 

5542 . Dey would take de cord an'  d ey ' ll measure it , 
that cord over the length of ] dat foot track . An ' yo ' d  

lEASURE - TRACK - WITH STRING - NAME 9 TIMES BACKWARDS 
9 TIMES FORWARDS - BOTTLED WITH DEVIL ' S  VINEGAR - 9 DAYS 

an '  yo ' d  draw [ stretch 
take da t cord af tah it 

wus drawed [ stretched ] , 
an ' yo ' put it in a 
b ot t le wit some devi l 
·vinegah . An' write 

bis name in dere nine t imes backwards [ like Smith John instead of John Smi th ] an ' 
Dine times frontwards , dat ' s  18 t imes , an ' keep it in dere fo ' nine days . An ' at 
de end o f  de nine days he go in ' die . 

(But you have to f ind thi s  foot  track some plac e firs t ? ) 
Yes . 
CWhere do you get t hi s  devi Z ' s vinegaP? Do you buy it  s ome place? ) 
In de drug s t o ' • 
(The Crackerj ack [Drug Store ] ? )  
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Any one o f  ' em [ any New Orleans·  drug stor e ] . [ New Orleans , La . , (P eg Leg ' s  
wife ) , 2833 : 8 . ] 

5543 . (I am going to  
name of  Mary Magdalene . 
ords , s o  to be certain I 

talk to a girl now who was her e the other day , b y  the 
I am no t certain that I have her material on the rec
am going to take it down again . Her number was 6 7 9 . )  

MEASURE - WITH PINE STICK - RIGHT TRACK - NAIL STICK UNDER 
STEP - P ICK UP LEFT TRACK IN BOX - KEEP UNDER MATTRESS 

(All r ight , go ahead 
I want to b e  able t o  
hear you . ) 
It ' s  a man - if yo ' 

want him to come back , yo ' know, and i f  he goes out chure house , well yo ' pick up 
the left-foo t  track , the dirt . Put it into a box and shut it up . And get to de 
right-foo t track and get yo ' a pine s tick - ab out this long a s tick - and take it 
and nail undernea th of de steps . And take that d irt and bring it into your house , 
and put it r ight underneath - place it r ight underneath Qf your mattress , if you 
want him to come back , and he can ' t get away from you . 

[ THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH IS VERY COMMON IN HOODOO , SOMETHING IS MI SSING .  THES E 
FREQUENT MISSING SOMETHINGS REQUIRE TOTAL CONCENTRATION ON WHAT THE SPEAKER SAYS . 
FOR THIS REASON I ASK THE FOLLOWING QUESTION : ]  

(You said something about a pine stick? )  
Yes , sir . 
(What do you do with that? ) 
Measure that s t ick j us t  as long as his right foot . And nail it underneath of 

your s tep . 
[ Informant ' s  answer is quite evident in her original statement , but her ex

planation was necessary for the record . ]  
( I  s ee . ) 
Bu t the bottom where you measure it - the bottom o f  it , turn i t  towards the 

ground . 
[That part of the stick touching ground during measurement mus t  when tacked 

under step face downwards towards ground . ] 
( I  see . )  
Underneath the step , tack it up underneath th� step . And you place that dirt 

in your b ed ma ttress where you sleep . 
-

(That ' s  the dirt from the lef t f o o t ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(And what do you measure with this stick? ) 
The r ight one .  
[ This i s  merely checking , not trying t o  trick informant . ] 
(The right one , and what is that to do ? )  
That ' s  to make him stay . 
(Make him stay . Now , what kind of  tracks do you get ? His tracks out there , 

any t rack? ) 
When he leaves out , yes s ir - j ust right where he steps on de dir t . 
{Oh , when he ' s  going away? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
(I see . ) [Mob ile , Ala . , (6 7 9 ) , 97 2 : 1 . ]  
5544 . Yo ' don ' wan ' a  harm ' em but yo ' goin ' tuh move ' em . Yo ' walk right 

down de road behin ' ' im whichevah he ' s walkin ' . Git chew sides [ suckers ]  dat 
growin ' from a hick ' ry or from a ' simmon [ persimmon ] tree ,  an ' stick it down at 
de end of ' is toe an ' clip it o f f  at ' is heel . An ' take dem [ c lipped sticks 
measuring foot  tracks ] an ' carry it [ them] down tuh de rivah, say , "Go an ' don ' 
come back . "  An ' he ca in ' t stay dere . 

(How many years old you you take the tree? )  
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Jis ' only three s ides less den a yeah old , but maybe [ a s  old as ] three yeahs . 
Cut dem de length of de  feet [ f oot tracks ] an ' carry ' em an ' don ' look back , 

whatevah yo ' do . 

MEASURE - TRACKS WITH 3 HICKORY OR PERS IMMON SIDES [ SUCKERS ] 
CUT THEM AS LONG AS TOE TO HEEL - THROW INTO RIVER SAYING 

"GO AN ' DON ' COME BACK" 

Wish dere [at the 
r iver ] . Dat will 
move him . 
(You take th&t from 
a p er simmon tree? ) 

a stump .  See , yo ' j is '  cuts if o f f , 
(We call them little suckers . )  

From any tree in 
cut one heah an ' two heah . 

Well , we call ' em sides , sprou t s . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1515) , 268 2 : 2 . ] 
5545 . Yeah , yo ' kin take up a person ' s foot track j i s '  lak yo ' kin - yo ' 

know , a p erson walk along , why yo ' kin go dere an '  take d e  measure . Take yo ' a 

MEASURE - WITH STRING - LENGTH AND WIDTH OF TRACK 
BURY AT BACK DOOR STEP 

string an ' measure dey foot , 
de wid th an ' de length . Yo ' 
kin use both if  yo ' wan ' tuh . 
Oat ' s  whut dey tell me , dat 

yo ' kin use both of ' em wit a string . Measure de width an ' de length wit dis 
str ing . An ' den yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' bury it at dere back do ' s tep s .  Dat 
string j is '  de length of dey foot , yo ' bury i t  dere an ' event ' ly [ eventually ] 
dey ' ll j is '  leave ' way f rom dere . Dey cain ' t rest dere . 

(You make both measur ement s  with the same string ? )  
Wit d e  same s tring , see ; an ' yo ' bury dat  string . [ Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 

1521 : 3 . ] 
5546 . Take yo ' measure an' dey kin weah da t measur e aroun ' ' em .  
(How would they take that measure? ) 
D ey git  ' em a cord string or any kinda string an ' take dat measur e o f  yorn 

an ' weah it aroun ' ' em .  

MEASURE TRACK WITH 
STRING AND WEAR STRING 

s tring , undahs tan ' .  An ' 

(The measure of this foot track? ) 
Yessuh .  
(What will that do then? )  
Dat keep s ' em down .  [Algier s , La . , (159 7 ) , 3003 : 10 . ] 
5547 . Git chew a bran ' -new piece of cord string , cord 
str ing . Go an ' buy yo ' a ball a nickel [ ! ]  ball of cord 
yo ' ketch da t track . Yo ' watch ' em  where dey pass an ' 

MEASURE - TRACK TOE TO HEEL - WITH NEW STRING - TIE KNOT 
yo ' go dere an '  yo ' 
measure dat from yore 
toe to yuh heel . Tie 

dat kno t in dere [at the length] an '  
(How do you mean you go t them? ) 

put it in yore pocket . Den yo ' got ' em .  

If yo ' wanta bring ' em tuh yo ' or whut chew wanta do . Tuh s top ' em from 
walkin ' or fix ' em any way yo ' want , well yo ' got ' em ,  yo ' see . [Algier s , La . , 

MEASURE 
LEFT TRACK WITH STRING 

TIE 9 KNOTS - TREE 

( 1 5 9 3 ) , 2 9 9 3 : 4 . ] 
5548 . [ They would ] t ie - dey ' d  make nine knots in dat 
foo t  t rack . 
(How could they make nine knot s  in that track? ) 

Well , dey ' d  measur e it . 
(Oh , they ' d  measure it . I see . ) 

Yo ' have to measure it . Yo ' make nine kno t s . 
(In that s tring? ) 
In dat string , an ' yo ' take dat string an ' yo ' tie it t ight an ' bury it . Yo ' 

see? An ' yo ' bury it in any yard way in de back undah o f  a tree . Dat would 
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make dem person leg draw up . 
(Make the leg draw up ? )  
Draw up . 
(I see . }  

Yeah . 
(Now , would you measure ei ther o ne of  those tracks , measure e ither one o f  

them? ) 
Yeah , it would have to b e  one of ' em , de lef ' . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 7 98 ) 

1113 : 1 . ] 
5549 . I did [ this ] . Take it an ' measure it , yore foot tracks . Take it an '  

take a rul e  an ' yo ' measure dat foot t rack . 
(Bo th o f  them? } 
Wel l ,  not neces s ' ry .  Try tuh git de right feet . Git de right feet where de 

heart ' s  on ,  de sid e  de heart ' s  on - git de right [ ! ]  feet . Yo ' take dat . Take 
i t  an ' measure it , den yo ' bring i t  back home . Aftah yo ' bring it back home [ I  

MEASURE - TRACK - PARCH TOADFROG - WRAP THESE 3 IN PAPER 
WRAP TO YOU WITH LEFT HAND - HANG IN CHIMNEY 

LINE LUCIFER WORKED - WILL POWER - ASTRAL FORCE 

interrupt 1 • 
(Do you bring it  [ foot 
track ] back or the 
measure? ) [ Informant 
does no t under stand 

my noun use of word measure . Mea surement would have been better . ] 
No , yo ' take a rule an ' measure de foot track � Or prob ' ly ,  yo ' may no t  have 

a rule , might take a s t ick an ' br eak it off , measur e it . Yo ' taken an ' yo ' br ing 
it [ rule or s tick ] back home . An ' yo ' g i t yo '  a toadfrog , no t a bull fro g .  Take 
it an'  put ' im  in a stove an ' parch ' im .  An ' take some - well , yo ' kin take 
or ' nary [ ordinary ] papah , take a papah bag , if  it ' s  nes ' ry [ nece s sary ] an ' cut 
dat foo t s tep out an ' wrap dat up , an ' t ie it up in de chimley . 

(Wrap this f rog  stuf f  [ powder ] in this paper that you cut o ut ? ) 
Yes , wrap it all up in dat , an ' wrap it - don ' t wrap it f rom yo ' , WRAP IT TUH 

YO ' , ALL DE WAY WIT YORE LEF ' HAN '  ' CUZ YO ' SUPPOSED TUH BE DOIN ' A PIECE OF EV IL 
WORK . OAT ' S  ALONG DE LINE LUCIFAH WORKED . DAT ' S NOT ALONG DE LINE WHAT CONCEN
TRATED IN WIT WILL POWAH , WHAT SUPPOSED TUH BE DEALIN ' WIT ' DE ASTRAL FORCE . 

(Wel l ,  now what will that do , when you fix my f oot track that way? What will 
that do to me? ) 

Well , if yo ' runnin ' of f ,  i t  make yo ' come back . 
(Oh , that brings ydu back . ) [ New Orl eans , La . , ( 8 1 9 ) , 1169 : 3 . ] 
5550 . I learnt dat if  yo ' r e meetin ' me an ' ah ' m  mee tin ' yo ' ,  dat ah pick up 

yore right track , an ' den turn roun ' an ' pick up mah right track . An ' den [ I ]  

MEETING PERSON - PICK UP HIS RIGHT TRACK - THEN YOURS 
WRAP IN NEW CLOTH - INTO RUNNING WATER 

turn o f f  an ' walk o f f  
from yo ' ,  an ' take dat 
right track an ' carry 
it back [ home ] . Wrap 

it up in a p iece of new cloth  an ' take it tuh runnin ' watah an ' throw it in der e .  
An ' dat would cuz yo ' tuh go , j is ' keep agoin ' , yo ' know . 

(What would you do with your r ight track then? ) 
Well , de both of ' em - mine would be wit me yo ' know ,  but ah mix mine wi t 

yor es , an ' dat would make me s tay an ' yo '  go . 
(If you

. 
are walking toward me and I ' m walking toward you? ) 

Uh-huh . 
(And a fter you pas s me you turn around and get my r ight track? ) 
No , wa i t j is '  a minute . WOULD JOO ALLOW ME TUH SHOW Y O ' Yo ' see ,  here yo ' 

come , meeting me , an ' we j is '  mee t right up tuhgethah like dat an�ere we ' re 
standin ' . An ' we ' ll talk . An ' well , af tah yo ' pas s  by me or yo ' ll turn o f f  tuh 
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go some place , ah ' ll reach down an ' git chures an ' ah ' ll g it mine . 
(Just a little  b i t  out o f  each one? ) 

28 7 9  

Yas .  An ' den ah puts ' em t uhgethah . Now , deres anothah idea t uh  b e  put wit 
dat but still ah haven ' t  happened tuh learn it yet . 

Yo ' put ' em tuhgethah an ' den yo ' take dem home an ' yo ' put ' em  in dat new 
clo th yo ' see . An ' yo ' tie dat up , so dey say , an'  den dey ' ll throw it intuh 
runnin ' watah an ' turn o ff  like dat an '  go on off . 

(Af t er you throw it  into running water , you turn your back and don ' t  look back 
at the running water again . ) [ St .  P et ersburg , Fla . , (1016 ) , 1643 : 1 . ] 

5551 . Yo ' b e  walkin ' ' long an ' pas s  by ' im .  Yo ' gwine down de street disa
way , ah ' m  comin ' disaway . All right . An ' when yo ' pas s  by me yo ' turn right 
roun '  de first t ime yo ' walk pas t , take up ' is track . Run down an ' pick up de 

track . Yo ' have tuh git it run-
MEETING - FOLLOW PERSON PAS SING 
ON A RUN - PICK UP BOTH TRACKS 

ADD SALT AND BLACK PEPPER 
tHROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER 

nin ' an ' • • •  
(How do you mean get it  running ? 
Wha t  do you mean by that ? )  
All right , now ah ' m  walkin ' down 
behin ' j oo ,  an '  yo ' lo okin ' dat 

way an ' ah ' m  lookin'  de same way yo ' is , but ah ' m lo okin ' at  chure track an ' 
ah ' m  goin ' walk in a hurry . Yo ' know , j is '  take a little fas t  tro t an ' stoop 
down an ' pick dem tracks up , runnin ' like dat . An ' take ' em an ' put some sal t 
in ' em  an ' black peppah . An ' take ' em tuh de rivah an ' turn yore back an ' throw 
' em  ovahbo ' d ,  an ' yo ' ll go crazy . 

(What shoulder do you throw them over? ) 
Throw ' em ovah yore lef ' shouldah . 
(And what tracks do you pick up ? )  
Yo ' j is '  pick up two tracks , each foo t - each one of  yor e foot . [ Jackson

rille , Fla . , ( 5 9 9 ) , 7 7 7 : 1 . ] 
5552 .  Now ah have heard dat if yo ' wanted tuh vanish a per.s on , in uddah 

words , da t ' s  runnin ' ' em o f f , dr ivin ' ' im on . Yo ' git up early in de mawnin ' . 
Say ah were go in ' d i s  way , but chew don ' t go in de direc tion ah ' m  goin ' . Yo ' 
co.e from de direc tion ah ' m  goin ' . An ' git  a little of  de dirt r ight out de 

MEETING PERSON COMING TOWARDS YOU - EARLY MORNING 
DIRT FROM HOLLOW OF HI S  TRACK - TOE TO HEEL 

1BROW INTO RUNNING WATER - REPEAT THREE HIGHEST NAMES 

hallah of mah track . 
(How do you scoop that 
up ? ) 
From de toe [ d emon
strat es ] . 
(From the toe to the 
heel . )  

&lght in de hallah o f  it . See , 
.. t sand in dat runnin ' s tream , 
.. t sand in de runnin '  s tream .  

yo '  take dat sand tuh a runnin ' stream , an ' t hrow 
an ' r epea t  de Three Highest Names .  J es ' throw 

�t will that do then? ) 
Dat will run dem o f f . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (117 4 ) , 1980 : 1 . ]  
5553 . Yo ' take a person da t yo ' dislike an ' yo ' wan ' ' em away from yo ' . Yo ' 

.eet ' im . He ' s  comin ' da t way an '  yo ' s  comin ' dis  way . Take a bran ' -new piece 
of papah , a piece like dat [ he changes thi s for cloth la ter ] . Take a bran ' -new 
teaspoon . When ah say bran ' -new , ah mean one dat was nevah used fo ' any purpose . 
a.• yo ' put it  - take a p iece of clo th , white  clo th da t yo ' have nevah used fo ' 
a.y othah purpose . Take dat wit yo ' .  An ' prepare tuh meet yore man , whomso evah 
1£ is .  An '  meet ' im  dere , an ' git a smile if yo ' kin. Pa ss ' im  an '  pass ' im a 
certain dis tant [ dis tanc e ] .  But gauge yor eself s o  as tuh not allow ' im tuh git  
... y too far . An ' yo ' take de track up wit da t teaspoon.  Begin r ight at de toe , 
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don ' cha know an ' pull it direc t ly back tub de hee l . An ' git  de spoonful an ' put 
it intuh dis c lo th ,  an ' wrap it up so it won ' t - yo ' know , it will be out of de 

MEETING PERSON COMING TOWARDS YOU - TAKE UP DIRT FROM 
HIS TRACK HOLLOW WITH NEW SPOON TOE TO HEEL - PUT IN 
NEW WHITE CLOTH - MAKE IN IT WITH RUSTY NAIL ALWAYS 

FROM YOU A CROSS  - THROW NAIL OVER LEFT SHOULDER AND 
SPOON OVER RIGHT - ROLL CLOTH TIGHT - TIE FRO� YOU 

WEIGHT WITH ROCK - CALL NAME - THROW INTO T IDE 

way . An ' yo ' take a 
rusty nai l  an ' yo ' cro ss 
de track dir ec t ly in d e  
centah , an ' den cros s  it 
ag ' in from de heel tub 
de toe - away from yo ' , 
d irec t ly .  An ' throw de 
nail ovah yore left 

shouldah . Den yo '  keep de stuff dat yo ' got in de cloth , take dat an ' take d e  
spoon an ' throw dat  ovah yuh right shouldah. Take dat c lo th r ight on , roll it 
up tight , tie it away from yuh, don ' t cha know. Take a p iece o f  rock an ' put in 
i t , in de othah part of it ,  an ' yuh care [ carry ] it an ' yuh throw it  ovah yuh 
lef ' shouldah , right ovahbo ' d  intuh runnin ' watah . Or if de tide is go in'  down , 
on de t ide , when yuh throw it  ovah . An ' yuh ment ion de pers on ' s name . Dey goes 
right on out like dat [with the tid e ] . As it go ovahbo ' d ,  dey die . An ' if it ' s  
comin ' up , yuh know what yuh call a spring t ide , huh , when it ' s  c omin ' up , why 
dey ' ll git  almo s ' crazy until de t ide turns . An ' as soon a s  de t ide turns ag ' in ,  
dey gone . 

(Where did you learn this? ) 
Ah learned dat in de Bahamas . 
(At Nassau? ) 

At Na s sua . 

(From this girl ? ) 
From dis  girl . [ Charleston, S .  Car . ,  (514 Doa tor Glover , see a ls o  v . 3 ,  

p . 2258) , 594 : 2 . ]  
555 4 . Take up a track an ' put it ovah a glass .  
(On a gla s s . What kind o f  a g lass? )  
Eny kin ' of lo okin ' glass . 
(Oh ! It  mus t b e  a looking glass , a mirror? ) 
No , a mirrah [mirror ] glass . An' yo ' ta ' kem [ take them] back home . 
(That all you do to it? ) 
No , den go tub work an ' take . some sweet ao Zogne [ unusual term] an ' spr inkle 

' em in de track . 
(Which track do they get? ) 
Dey git de right-foot track. 

mirrah , an ' take dat cologne an ' 
Pick it up - shovel it up an ' put it on de 
sprinkle ovah i t  an ' put it tub one side . An ' 

MIRROR - FOOT TRACK AND SWEET COLOGNE ON - 9 DAYS 
evah day dey goes in dere 
an ' sprinkle some more 
cologne fer nine days , an ' 

in d e  nine days he ' ll come back . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 543) , 6 76 : 1 . ] 
5555 . Dey take chure track up , j is '  lak if dey would do sompin tub yuh tuh 

set yuh down an ' make yuh suffah , an ' cain ' t do nut ' in tub he ' p  yuhs elf . D ey 

!:!QQ.!, YOUNG OF - ONE TRACK ONE WAY , OTHER TRACK OPPOS ITE WAY 
SALT - NEW HOMESPUN OR RED FLANNEL - BURY - OR THROW 

INTO TIDE COMING IN - TURN BACK - SAY , "GO ON" 

t ake yuh track 
lak dis , see 
[demonstrates ] -
lak dat right 
from in de middle 

[ "hol low" of track ] . An ' take 
de d irt , yuh know , an ' dey put 
disaway [demonstrates ] . 

(They take one track - they 

up j is '  about - ah know dat is de truth - take up 
' em on a p iece of papah . Dey take de othah one 

pull it towards them and one they pull away from 
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them . ) 
Oat ' s  de way de ' do . An ' dey take dat an ' dey put it tuhgethah . An ' den dey 

git tuh put it tuhgethah , dey goes tuh work an' dey take a little pot salt [ com
.on name for ord inary salt in a pot b efore salt-shaker days]  an ' dey put in dere . 
Dey sew it  up in a p iece of  red f lannel or new home spun . An '  dey take dat on de 
young moon , now .  On de ' young moon de ' do dat .  An ' dey take dat t ' in ' an ' deyll 
bury it in de ear th . Well , yuh is punished . Yuh go an ' ca in ' t do nut ' in. It ' ll 
git chew in hard luck . Well , den dey kin take dat an ' when de t ide comin' up , 
t ' row ' em down in de watah - j is ' toss ' em  in de  rivah . An ' de rivah runnin' lak 
dat , go right dere an ' t ' row it lak dat . Dey cain ' t stop . T ' row it in de rivah 
an' den yuh wheel aroun ' lak dat , an ' turn [ your ]  back an ' say , "Go o n . " Yuh kin 
be all right fer days . D i s  mont ' yuh ' ll have sompin,  de nex ' mont ' yuh go ' long 
an' have headache an ' evaht ' in ' . Yuh ' ll take dat an ' dis an ' dis  [medic ine ] till 
it become • • • •  [ Charles ton ,  N. Car . ,  ( ? ) , 64 6 : 1 . ] 

5556 . Well , ah heard o f  a - if anybody yo '  want s  
NAIL - DRIVEN INTO FOOT TRACK tub do anythin ' tub an ' yo ' see ' em walkin ' , yo ' 

could take a wire nail an ' drive it  r ight down in 
' is track an ' da t ' ll stop ' im from walkin ' . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1224) , 208 2 : 1 . ] 

555 7 . An ' ah ' ve noticed in South Caro lina , dey ' ve go t a ole belief down d ere 
tuh cripple a person . I hear ' em  talk it an ' seen ' em prac tice it  several t imes , 

dat yo ' kin take a new nail dat ' s nevah been 
NAIL NEW - DRIVEN INTO FOOT TRACK us ed . Any person yo ' ve go t somepin ag ' inst 

an ' yo ' wan ' tuh g it even wit ' em dataway . 
Dey track ' em anywhere where dey ' ll leave a track in de fresh ear th , dig a hole 
an ' p lace dat nail in dere wit de point up , an ' when dey pass dere again , dey 
become crippled an ' stay cr ippled unt il yo ' remove dat nail . Ah ' ve seen dat 
practiced a whole lo t , an ' had ' em tuh tell me da t ' s  really de way dat it ' s  cuzed 
[caused ] an ' how it ' s  done . [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  (470) , 47 7 : 4 . ] 

5558 . Whut dey would do if dey git holt o f  
NAIL RUSTY - FOOT TRACK - BOTTLE yore foot track . Well , dey ' d  p ick dat dirt 

up an ' dey would t ake dat dirt intuh a bottle , 
an ' dey would g it ' em a rus ty nai l .  An ' den dey would stop dat dirt up in dere , 
an ' den dey would throw it in runnin' watah . Dat would run yo ' away from heah . 

(Why do they put the nail in? ) 
Well , becuz it ' s  rus ty ,  an '  it  got a p ' int tuh it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (936) , 

1514 : 8 . ] 
555 9 .  She an ' ah were talkin ' an '  she said tuh me , " See da t man on top of dat 

lumbah pile? "  
Ah said , "Yes . "  
She said , "Tuhmorrah he ' ll b e  gone . "  
Ah said , "How will dat happen? " 
She say ,  "Ah ' m  goin' tuh g it ' im tub go . "  
So she ast ' er how ' d  she do it . An ' she said she ' d  taken a big rusty nail , 

an ' as he walked along leavin ' ' is f oo t s t eps , she drove dat nail r ight down in 
de centah of  dat hollow of ' is feet . 

NAIL - RUSTY - DRIVEN INTO FOOT TRACK (Either foo t? )  
De right fee t . He gone . Ah nevah did 

see him any more .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (990) , 1596 : 11 . ] 

�' NEW - HOG LARD - BURY IN HOLLOW OF LEFT-FOOT TRACK 
TALK TO NAIL - T ELL IT WHAT YOU WANT DONE 

nail , an ' git some hog lard an ' grease it an ' yo ' kin harm 

5560 . Dey said dat 
chew could take a new 
penny-nail , neUJ brarui 
[brand-new] ten-penny 
a person lak da t .  Yo ' 
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take it  an'  go bury it in de left fo o t , de hollah [ hollow] par t of  de  lef ' foo t . 
Stob it down an ' talk tuh de nail an' tell i t  whut chew want done . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (1365) , 2410 : 9 . ] 

5561 . Take a ten-penny nail an ' tell it whut chew want an ' drive it  right in 
de hollow o f  dey feet when dey leavin ' home , drive it  up , an'  j es ' tell it whut 

chew want it tuh do , call their name , 
NAIL - TALK TO IT - CALL PERSON ' S NAME an ' say dey ' ll move way from dere . But 

ah ' ve nevah tri ed dat • • •  
(But you must put it in the foo t t rack as they leave • • •  ? )  

Yeah • • •  
(Ei ther track? ) 
Aw, de r ight track . [Wilson, N .  Car . ,  (14 7 0 ) , 2652 : 14 . ] 
5 5 6 2 .  You get a pinch of dirt out of  their left-foot track , b i nd  that in a 

packag e ,  an '  put s even nails in that package . You put three nails with the point 

NAILS 7 - 3 HEAD S UP - 4 HEAD S DOWN - PINCH OF LEFT TRACK 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER - INTO RUNNING WATER - DON 1 T LOOK BACK 

[ head ] up , and four 
with the head down . 
Take that to running 
water and throw it  

over your left shoulder . Go on away and don ' t look back . And you won ' t be both
ered with them no more , so I have heard old peop le say . [ Fr edericksburg , Va . , 

(81) , by Ediphone . ] 
NAILS 9 - DRIVEN INTO FOOT TRACK 5563 . Ah heard dat dey kin take dese heah 

an ' it will kill yo ' .  
right foot an ' de lef ' 
(1555 ) , 2829 : 5 . ] 

ten-p enny nails an ' dr ive ' em  in yore track 
Jes ' drive nine nails in yore track , both yore tracks , de 
foot , j es ' whichevah way yo ' goin ' . [Memphis , T enn . , 

5564 . Dat a lady taken de  track , yo ' see, d e 
feet - dirt - an ' put intuh some fresh hog lard , 

NAILS 9 - NEW - IN HOG LARD - WITH HOLLOW OF 
BOTH TRACKS - BURIED BETWEEN 2 PASTEBOARD SOLES 

gethah an ' wraps ' em  an ' put it in ground . Now , 
one s from walkin ' . 

(How do you mean stops them from walking ? )  
Dere knees cannot bend . 

hollah [hollow] of both of de 
stuck nine wire nails , new wire 

nails in this lard . Den wraps 
it wit raw co tton thread an ' 
cut s de shape of a sho e sol e , 
a pair o f  ' em , an' put ' em tub

do se things dey say stops de 

( She gets that sole out o f your shoe or does she cut it out of  something ? ) 
Cut it out of  a pasteboard . Now dat ' s  whut d e lady tole me herself . [Mobile , 

Ala . , ( 704  or  7 02 ) , 9 60 : 8 . ] 
5 56 5 . Well , she ' ll git his track - she ' ll git de sand out of  nine of ' is 

tracks an ' she ' ll carry it  undahneath ' er house an ' she ' ll spread dat sand out . 
She ' ll take nine nails an'  stick up in dat sand . An ' he ' ll leave .  

NAILS 9 
LEFT TRACKS 9 

DAYS 9 

(Now which tracks do es she get - one right after the other ? )  
No , his left  tracks . 
(Nine lef t tracks . )  
Yeah . 
(Coming to the house or going ? )  
Goin ' - j is '  eit hah way , j is ' git nine of ' is tracks . She ' ll 
git nine nails , j is '  spread de sand down , an ' den she j is '  stick 

dese nai ls up in dat sand . 
(Is  all this sand in one p ile or do they l eave it in nine piles ? ) 
Oh,  no sir , j is '  spread it out an ' de nine nails in dere , an ' in nine days 

he ' ll be gone . 
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(Are the nails po inted down or pointed up ? )  
Point doWn. [ St .  Peter sbur g , Fla . , ( 1009 ) , 16 32 : 5 . ] 
5566 . You take nine new nails and nine new pins and nine new needles .  You 

cut around their f oo tprint , lif t it up , turn it up side down and put it right 

BAILS 9 - PINS 9 - NEEDLES 9 - ALL NEW 
back in the same hol e ;  then , they stick 
these p ins and needles and nails in it . 
Tha t will g ive you pains in your l eg . 

Tbey always say they come in the lef t leg and changes to the r ight . [ Berlin , 
Md . , (No . l 2 ) , at  Tyree Church , b y  Ediphone . ]  

BAKE - TRACK - INTO RUNNING WATER 
5 5 6 7 . Now, if someone wanted tub harm yo ' 
' bout da t ,  wanted tub harm yo ' ,  d ey would 
git chure track an ' put it in a bag , an ' 

write chure · name on it an ' put i t  
o f  yore days . 

in runnin ' watah , an ' yo ' b e  ga in ' de balance 

(Get my foot  track and put it in a bag . ) 
No sub , j is '  put it in a p iece o f  clo th yo ' undahstan ' .  Jis ' write  de guy ' s  

aa.e who yo '  want tub b e  gone . 
�ere do you write that name ? ) 
Yo ' j is '  wri te i t  on a piec e  o f  papah an ' put it in d a t  d irt wit dat track in 

dere . 
(You take either track? ) 
Eithah one o f  de tracks , it  do esn ' t make any diff ' rence . [Memphis ,  T enn . , 

(956) , 1540 : 4 . ] 
5568 . Git chur e foo t print , write chure  name [ or ]  yor e ' nit ial in it , an ' 

pat ' it in a snuf fbox , an ' go roun ' de house three t ime s wit it  [ c ircumambula te 

.aKE O R  INITIAL - IN TRACK - INTO SNUFFBOX OR CAN WITH LID 
CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 3 TIMES - THROW OVER HOUSE - P ICK UP 
SLACKEN DE LID - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - MIND WANDERS 

out side of house 3 
times ]  an ' throw it  
ovah de house , an ' 
go roun ' dere an ' 
pick it  up . Go tub 

aa.e b ig runnin ' s tr eam wit i t , an ' slacken de lid on it j i s '  ' nuff fa ' it tub 
open when it hit de watah , an ' throw i t  in dere , an ' START CHEW TUH WALKIN ' AN ' 
DERE CAN ' T NOBODY STOP YO ' , [Waycross , Ga . ,  (111 2 ) , 1 7 8 5 : 3 . ]  

5569 . Take yore track up - listen good - an ' he kin wr i t e  chure name in da t 
track , in dat sand . An ' den take da t sand an ' put it intuh a cup [ can with lid ] 
an '  den go tub de house where chew s tay at , an ' go roun ' da t hous e three time s  
an '  t ' row da t cup ovah dat hous e .  An ' den go gi t dat cup an ' slacken de lid on 
:it • • • •  

(Get that cup and do what ? )  
Slacken de lid , whereabout , whenevah dey gits  tub a runnin ' stream ,  dat dat 

l:id ' ll come off an' dat sand ' ll exp lode in dat str eam . An ' when de ' t ' row dat 
sand in dere , whut dey taken outa yore track , why den dat watah carry dat . Dat ' ll 
cuz yore mind tub wandah . 

(That makes your mind wander away . )  
Jis ' lak dat watah carr ies it , da t ' ll cuz yore mind [ t o do likewise] . 
(He put s this into a can with a lid on it . )  [Waycro s s , Ga . , (11 20a ) , 17 98 : 3 . ]  
5570 . If a man leave s home an ' a woman want s ' im tub come bac k ,  if she kin 

lit one of ' i s trac k ,  his righ t  track comin ' from de  toe , br ing it back tuhwards 

� - HIS TRACK FROM TOE TO HER - HIS NAME ON BLAC K HEN EGG 
TRACK AND EGG ROLL UP IN HI S SOCK - BURY UNDER DO ' STEP 

' er ,  j is '  de top 
of  i t  yo ' know , 
an ' git a black
hen aig an ' write  

� name on dat  aig , an ' roll  dat aig  an ' da t sand an ' da t sock up tuhgethah , put 
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d e  sand in de sock or ei thah any way yo ' f ix it tuhgethah , an ' bury it undah de 
do ' step , an ' da t ' ll bring ' im  back.  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1278 ) , 2174 : 1.1 . ] 

557 1 . Ah kin t ell yo ' how tuh hol ' yore husban ' or yo re swee theart . Yo '  go 
an ' take his track if he ' s go in ' out de do ' . Take a teaspoon an ' g it a tea spoon
ful o f  de le f '  foo t , o f  d ir t . Rake i t  backward s  t uhwards yor e  hous e .  An ' yo ' 

NAME :  SPOONFUL OF HIS TRACK LEAVING - RAKE BACKWARDS 
TO�S E  - WRITE ON PAPER HIS AND HER NAMES 3 TIMES EACH 

FOLD - BURN - WRITE NAMES AGAIN 3 TIMES EACH ON PAPER 
ADD TEASPOON SALT - TIE WITH STRING - KEEP UNDER HIM IN BED 

take dat an ' carry 
it in de house an ' 
a teaspoonful o f  
table salt , a tea
spoonful of red 
peppah , an ' write 

d e  name of  ' im an ' a woman , a woman dat  h e  used t uh go wit , or e ithah he  goin ' 
wi t den [ at the present t ime ] , three t imes , an ' fol ' i t  up an ' burn it  up in de 
stove . An ' yo ' take a teaspoonful o f  red peppah an ' t ie it up in a papah , an ' 
wri te de name three t ime s ,  an ' put i t  undahneat ' de b ed .  An ' dat ' ll break dem 
up , an ' he ' l l come right on back home . 

(Now what you do : when he leaves home you take a teaspoon and you take a 
spoonful of  dir t out o f  his lef t track and you b ring it in and put the se things 
with it . Then you take a piece o f  paper and you write his name on i t  thr ee 
t ime s , and then the woman he use d to go wit h  or the woman he is going with now ,  
you write her name down three t imes , each one three t imes , then you put some thing 
in tha t paper? ) 

Put the salt and de peppah in de paper , a t ea spoonf ul of  each one . 
(Then you burn i t  up . Then you wr i t e  the name s down again? Three t ime s each 

on ano ther p iece o f  paper? )  
Yes - ye·s , 
(And you put a teaspoonful o f  pepper in that ? )  
Sal t , don ' t put de peppah . 
(The salt . Then what do you do with that? ) 
Fol ' it up an ' tie it wi t a s tr ing an ' put it  r ight undahneat '  de bed where 

he sleep at . . 
(That will break him and the other woman up? ) 
Yes . [ Flor enc e ,  S .  Car . , (1324) , 2268 : 8 . ] 
55 7 2 .  Take d e  foot track from d e  end o f  yore feet . Yo ' 

it intuh a c loth . It ' s  all right tuh hold i t  at home , too . 

NAME - HIS LEFT TRACK TOE TO HEEL - PUT IN BAG - WEAR IT 
FOR 9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNUP WALK THROUGH HOUSE - THROW BAG 

OVER LEFT SHOULDER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - CALL HIS NAME 3 TIMES 

kin take dat an ' put 
Take it an ' put i t  

intuh a cloth an ' 
weah i t . Make yo ' 
a bag an ' weah i t , 
an ' he will a lways 
follah yo ' .  Evah-

where yo ' go , he ' ll go Wit yo ' . Evahthin ' yo ' [ have ] a mind tuh do , he ' s ready 
tuh do dat . Jis ' ' is foot  track . Take his left-foo t track from de toe b ac k  tuh 
de heel . Take dat an ' take it an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s , if yo ' don ' wanta weah it 
f o ' nine maw�in ' s , wa lk through yore hous e an ' throw it  ovah yore shouldah,  yore 
lef ' one , see , j is '  lak dat an ' don ' look back . An ' call dis man three times , 
an ' he ' ll come tuh yu ' i f  he ' s  in Chicago or any place . Yo ' use it dat long . 

(You throw it over your shoulder and then you p ick it up , and throw it over 
your shoulder again. That the id ea? You do that  nine times? ) 

Do dat nine t imes , throw it ovah yore shouldah . 
(Nine t ime s  each mo rning? ) 
Fo ' nine mawniri ' s , once each mawnin '  ' fore de sunup fo ' nine mawnin ' s . [ Mem

phis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 27 74 : 11 . ] 
55 7 3 . Now , i f  yo ' wan ' a  make someone run s omeone ' way from t own - wanta gi t 
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' ea  outa town , run ' em ' way less den twenty-fo ' hours - yo ' go an ' pick up dere 

KAME - FINGER WRITTEN IN BOTH TRACKS - UP TOE TO HEEL 
AT LEFT-HAND CORNER OF HOUSE - SAY "HENRY GO" 

WALK BACKWARD 4 STEPS - THROW TRACKS OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

track . But don ' pick 
up de track behin ' dem , 
pick up de track from 
de toe tuh de heel , 
bo th tracks . An '  go 

tub de lef ' -han ' c ornah of de house an ' write his name in dere . Tell ' im tub , 
•eo . "  

(WTite his name in his tracks ? How do you write tha t ?  With what ? )  
Yo ' write i t  wit yore han ' , yo '  know wit yore fingah , see - r i ght in de sand , 

see . 
Well , yo ' pick up de track , write in de sand an ' call ' is name 

go . "  An '  walk tuh de lef ' -han ' cornah o f  de house , backwards fo ' 
it ovah yore lef ' shouldah . In twenty- fo ' hours he ' ll leave town 

(You take b o th tracks or j us t  one ? ) 
Take both tracks . 

an ' say , "Henry , 
step s ,  an ' throw 
- anybody will . 

(And what do you call the left-hand s ide o f  the house?  Suppose I am coming in 
the front now . What would you ca ll the left -hand side? Is i t  coming in or going 
out? ) 

Dis de lef ' -han ' side o f  de house ,  i t ' s  a ca se of - yo ' undahstan ' now . If 
ah ' m  comin ' dis way an ' if ah p ick up dis track d isaway . Weli , ah ' m  goin ' d is 
gay . Well , if  ah pick up dis t rack comin ' d is way , dis is de lef ' side of de 
hous e . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1364) , 2406 : 1 . ] 

5574 . · Providin ' if yo ' want ed me tub leave town , say dat chew would git some , 
ah think i t ' s red peppah ,  an ' dat chew would call me , an ' say dat yo ' wus callin ' 

XAKE - CALLED AND CURSED - WHILE THROWING TO  SUNDOWN 
LEFT TRACK MIXED WITH RED PEPPER 

words ,  yo ' would git mah track an ' yo ' would throw i t  
dat cuss to go away . Da t ' s de only thing ah know . 

me by mah name . An ' so 
dat yo ' would git de red 
p eppah an ' dat yo ' would 
g ive me a cuss . In o thah 

towards de sundown , an ' use 

(What would you do with the red pepper? What · track do you take , either track 
or i t  doesn ' t make any dif ference? ) 

Always de lef t t rack . 
fWell , how do you use the red pepper ? ) 
De red peppah an ' de track go tuhgethah . 
(And you pick up the left track , mix the red pepper with it ? )  
Mix de red peppah in wi t  it . 
(Then you throw i t  t oward the sundown? ) 
Toward de sundown . 
(And s ay ? ) 
"Go , So-an ' -so [ a  cuss word in here ] an ' s tay . " [ Florence , S .  Car . , (128 6 ) , 

nsJ : s .  1 
557 5 .  [Name of the Lord is also us ed in other foo t- track rites . ] 
It ' s  di ff ' ren ' things whut chew kin do wi t a per s on ' s foo t  track . Whut chew 

wanta know , tuh b r ing peace to him or tuh drive yo ' [ him] ' way? 

U!IE OF THE LORD 
(To drive them away f i r s t . )  

Well , now if yo ' wanta drive him away , de way yo ' d do da t .  
De Lord said de evildo er s hal l no t stay . Yo ' ll f ind dat in 

ale Psalms of David : "Al l evildoer s shall be done away wit . "  An ' de way yo ' do 
.. t ,  yo ' do da t i n  de Name of  de L ord . P ick up ' i s track an ' bury it about a 
foot deep an ' he ' ll shore leave . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1 5 5 6 ) ,  28 29 : 10 . ] 

5576 . Ah went tuh a per son [doator ] f o ' da t ,  too . Now he tole me , he g o t  
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mah name fust [ f ir s t ]  an ' hern [hers ] second , an ' he tole me tuh go back an ' in 

NAME - HIS AND HERS ON PAPER - WITH HER RIGHT-HEEL TRACK 
MEETING HER - ROLL TO YOU - WITH 9 NEEDLES NEVER TOUCHED 
FLOOR - PUT IN VASOLINE BOTTLE - BURY UNDER HER DOORSTEP 

NEVER TOUCHED FLOOR = NEVER TOUCHED GROUND 

meetin ' ' er ,  take some 
of de dir t outa de  
right foo t - chew 
know , meet in '  ' er .  
Well , behin ' ' er dat ' s  
de lef ' [ not right ] 

foo t . See . Grab some of  d e  dirt outa b ack heel , j is '  a lit tle small amount of  
it , an ' put it  in dis  piece o f  paper an ' roll it . Roll it tuh yo ' all  de t ime , 
s ee till yo ' git it down tuh a small little papah . D en git  nine need le s , dat 
nevah has been on de flo ' , an ' stick ' em in it . Take a little vasol ine bottle 
an ' drop dat little thing in it  an ' stop i t  up ,  an ' bury it  undah ' er do ' step 
where she ' ll have tuh step ovah it . 

[The preceding nevah has been on de fZo ' goe s  b ack t o  the American pioneer 
cab in - probably to primit ive man - which originally had no f loor , the bar e earth,  
s ometimes packed level with the first  log , being warmer and eas ier to  keep c lean . 
The word fZooP at least in p ioneer English can mean t he bare ground , always a 
place of  magic . This also is  one of  the meanings o f  articles dropped : acc ident
ally , purposely ,  or mys teriously by sp irit s . ] 

Ah had a boy crost  [ across ] town done de same thing . His wi fe went back tuh 
' im an ' been [with him ] evah since . 

(Now in getting this dirt from her foot track you are walking behind her ? ) 
No , comin ' in front o f  ' er .  
(Oh , you are coming in front o f  her , meeting her . And you are taking the dirt 

out of  which track? ) 
Dis  track ovah here , dat would b e  yore lef ' foot . 
(Out of  her left-foot track . ) 
Comin ' tuh yo ' it  would be her right foot - comin ' tuhwards yo ' . But still 

it ' s  de left foot if yo ' git b ehin ' ' er .  
(Oh , actually , you ge t i t  out of  the heel o f  her lef t  foot . )  [ S t . P eter sburg , 

Fla . , (991) , 1598 : 5 . ] 
55 7 7 .  Well , yo ' kin take a needle - dat ' s  great thing t o  break frien. ' ship so 

ah learnt . JI S '  LAK AH AN' YO ' - JIS ' LAK MAR WIFE , YO ' IN TETCH WIT ' ER ,  YO ' 
UNDAHSTAN ' , YO ' GOIN ' WIT ' ER SOMEP IN LAK DAT . 

NEEDLE - STUCK INTO RIGHT TRACK WELL , AH KETCH UP WIT CHA an ' ah tell yo ' ah 

lak dat . Well , yo ' heah me 
Well , ah j is '  go an ' git  me 
dat ' ll break all dat up . 

really don ' t want yo ' tuh mess wit ' er ,  somepin 
t ell yuh an ' den yo ' don ' t listen af tah while t o  me . 
a needle an ' stick it  in yore r ight track , an ' do -

(That will j ust break that up? )  
Yes s ir ,  dat ' ll break it up . Dat ' s  de only thing ah know about a needle . 

[ Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 113 6 ) , 1849 : 4 . ] 
55 7 8 .  Yeah , ah heard dat y o '  take d e  centah o f  

dirt j es '  from d e  centah of  dat . An ' den take dat 
de right-foot track , take de 
dirt an ' git  de c entah of  yore 

right-foo t sock . An ' den 
take dat dirt an ' wrahp NEEDLES 3 - NEW - WRAPPED WITH CENTER OF RIGHT TRACK 

PUT IN NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE - AFTER 9 DAYS - SICKLY it  in dere . An ' when dey 
wrahp i t  in dere dey ' ll 

put bran ' -new needles in 
cuz ' em tuh desert dere . 
days . 

i t ,  an ' put it in de no ' th cornah o f  a house , an ' dat ' ll 
Maybe dey wanta kill yo ' or  cuz yore death af tah nine 

(How many needles do they put in i t ? ) 
Three . 
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(They put it  i n  the north corner of  the house? ) 
Yes . 
(Well ,  now , if you got my foot track , would you put it in the north corner o f  

your house o r  i n  the north corner o f  my house ? )  
Well now , dey ' ll put dat in de no ' th corner o f  yores prackly [ pract ically] . 

Yo ' goin ' to i t .  If  dey cain ' t git tuh yore house , s ee , well d en dey have tuh 
pract ice where yo ' go . Well d ey put dat dere . Or else put it where yo ' sit 
down , see . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , aftah nine day ' s  t ime yo ' 

tion , come tuh b e  sickly , y o ' see . 
lingah , why yo ' ll soon [ the sooner 
2735 : 1 . ] 

becomes in a ' lapidated [ delapidated ] condi
Yo ' lingah . De  longah yo ' stay dere an ' 

you will ] pass away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1530) , 

55 7 9 .  Know whut d ey put down? Sometime dey could take 
down , bury it , an ' yo ' have tuh leave . Bury it undah yore 

yore track an ' put it . 
do ' step s an ' yo ' d  have 

NEEDLES 9 - CROSSED - TRACK - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER - DOORSTEP 
tuh leave . D ey 
kin take nine 
needles an ' put 

' em cros sways an ' put it in wi t chure track , an '  
powdah , an ' yo ' d  have tuh leave . 

(Where would you put all tha t stuff then? ) 

put red peppah in dere an ' gun-

Put i t  undah yore do ' s t ep .  [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1 14 1 ) , 18 56 : 5 . ] 
5580 . Take now f o '  [ f or ] de foot  track . Ah have had a lit t le dealin ' s wi t 

dat foot t rack . Now if j is '  lak yo ' walkin ' down de streets dere an ' ah ketch 
chure foo t  track . An ' if ah 

KEEDLES 9 - SNATCH FROM YOU - TIE IN HANDKERCHIEF would wanta run yo ' outa 
town or somp in de kind yo ' 

see , well ah ' d  take an ' ke tch dis heah foot track an ' snatch it  from me . S o  ah 
take i t  back den an ' ah put it in a hans ' scuff an ' tie it up , put nine needles 
in dere , an ' yo ' ll have tuh leave town . 

(What would you do with that handkerchief then? ) 
Well , ah j is '  keep it  in mah hous e ,  j is '  keep it  an ' de foo t  track . [ S t .  

Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1028 ) , 1 6 7 3 : 2 . ] 
5581 . Well , say fo ' ' ninstance [ an ins tanc e ]  ah had a wife an ' ah wuz doin '  

all dat ah  pos ' b ly could do  to make life happy fo ' her , 

�LES - AS MANY AS POS SIBLE - CROS SED IN BOTTLE WITH 
�BEARTING WIFE ' S  TRACK - WOOL CLOTH - UNDER DOORSTEP 
� PARAMOUR ' S TRACK SAME WAY - BUT INTO RUNNING WATER 

an ' j is '  as soon as mah 
back wuz turned she 
prob ' ly had - she wuz 
swee theartin ' on me , 
see to someone dat 
didn ' t mean anythin ' 

tD her prob ' bly , but would put her name in de street s . Well , ah prob ' bly would 
&i� aftah ' er about i t , t ell ' er dat ah heard dis  an ' dat about ' er ,  prob ' bly 
sa.e pur t ty straight evidence . She s eem tuh give it de lie all de t ime . Well , 
.-. ah ' m  gon ' a  look out fo ' mahs elf , see , an ' see if ah kin ketch ' er . 

Uhut ah know about dis?  Well , prob ' bly time mah back ' s  turned she ' s always 
-.t in de stree t  somewhere . Well she ' s comin ' home . Well ah prob ' bly gon ' a take 
4e dust of ' er shoetrack - de print of i t . Well ah ' m  gon ' a  take it an ' ah ' m gon ' a  
caaceive i t  into a b o t t le - j is '  de dirt o f  ' er track , ' ceive [ conceive ] i t  in d e  
la£tle. G i t  me a bunch o f  needles , git  m e  a little  p iece o f  wool cloth , an ' s tuf f 
� in  dat b ot tl e .  [ But firs t ] ,  put j is '  as many needles in dere as ah could g i t  
cmDS&Vays . D en ah take dis  b o t t l e  an ' will conceive i t  tight [ wi th the wool clo th 
� a  cork? ] an '  put it undah de do ' step . Dat ' ll end ' er rompin ' de streets  so 
-m. 
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Well , now , ah ' m  goin ' ketch dis man [my wife was rompin ' de s tree ts with s o  
muah ] . Ah ' m  goin ' ke tch ' im goin ' away an ' ah ' m  gon ' a take hi s track an ' ah ' m  
gon ' a conceive i t  in a bottle,  j i s '  as ah have said about mah wife - needles an ' 
de clo th d e  same way . An ' ah ' m  gon ' a  conc eive dat , an ' ah ' m  gon ' a  take it den 
to some deep runnin ' watah , an ' throw it in a plac e whe re it will nevah grow 
d ry - watah dat ' ll nevah be  still . Dat ' ll ke ep ' im always d r i f t in '  an ' nevah i s  
contented an ' nevah succ e s s f ully through life . Oat ' s  in ordah fo ' me tuh have 
p eace  an ' re spect  o f  dat kind . [Waycross , Ga . , (1113 ) , 1785 : 1 2 . ] 

55 8 2 . Beginning Norfolk , Va . [ This i s  the first rite from Norfolk . ] 
Take righ t foot t rack an ' put nine need les in i t . [Of ] co ' se I ' d  gi t ' em in 

a bo ttle , nine needles , an '  yo '  goes to de rivahs ide , see , nine mawnin ' s . S ee , 

NEEDLES 9 - RIGHT TRACK - IN BOTTLE - 9 MORNINGS AT SUNRI S E  
TO RIVER - BACKWARD S 9 STEPS - LAST MORNING BOTTLE OVERBOARD 

you got nine nee
dles in dis  her e 
b o t t l e  wit de 
dirt in [ from the 

r igh t foo t t rack ] . An ' goes down to de rivah nine mawnin ' s .  An ' when yo ' gits 
down dere yo ' walks b ackwards s o  many f ee t  - yo ' walks backwards nine t ime s [ 9  
s t ep s ] each mawnin' .  An ' de las ' mawnin ' ,  yo ' throw dat bot t l e  ovahbo ' d . Nine 
needle s an ' go down to de r ivah nine mawnin ' s  an ' de las ' mawnin '  yo ' throw dis 
bot tle ovahbo ' d . 

( I  s ee . Well now , what is  this suppo s ed to do to a person? ) 
Dat will cuz a person to leave his j ob ,  or cuz fus s ' tween man an ' woman . I f 

a woman want tuh g i t de man from ' er husban ' [ a  bad influence on her husband , 
gamb le s ,  e tc . ] ,  dat would make him leave . Oat ' s how a woman out here - a woman 
said dat ' er s is tah had been did [ s is t er had been sent away by some man ' s  wif e ] . 

(Now , wha t foo t  track do they dig that dirt from • • •  b oth fee t or • • •  ) 
Naw , dis one - d e  r ight foot . 
(The r i ght one . ) 
De  right foo t . Take dat dir t outen de right foo t .  Go on dere j is ' as soo n 

as de sun rise - see , ' fore de sun gits ho t an ' da t s un ri s e .  
[ I  s to p  recording here but info rmant cont inue s .  I try t o  recover missed 

words . ]  
(Wha t carries i t  out , d id you say? ) 
De tide , de wa ter . You know , when de tid e goes out , t akes dat bo tt le out wit 

i t . 
(Ye s , and after that carries it out , what doe s  it do t hen? ) 

Oat caus e dat man to leave , see . 
(Carries him out . ) 
Carries ' im out , carries ' im  from ' is work or ' is wife . [ Norfolk , Va . , (453) , 

42 7 : 2 . ] 
5583 . D ey say dey take s ' is track an ' put i t  in a piece o f  new cloth . Dey 

say yo ' kin git chew nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' put in it .  Dat will run 

NEEDLES 9 - P INS 9 - TRACK - IN NEW CLOTH - INTO WATER 
yo ' crazy . 
(What do they do with 
that then? ) 

Put it in runnin ' watah an ' shet it up [ in bo t t le or can ] . [Jacks onville ,  Fla . , 

NEEDLE S 9 - P INS 9 - IN BOTTLE WITH TRACK - RED PEPPER 
WAR WATER - BOARD FERRYBOAT - IN MIDDLE OF RIVER THROW 
OVERBOARD - WHEEL ABOUT WITH CURSE - DON 1 T LOOK BACK 

(620) , 7 9 3 : 1 . ] 
5584 . D ey take dat [ foo t 
track] up , put da t in a 
bo t tle .  Unders tand ? Put 
dat in a bot t le an ' put 

war watah . Git chew a bottl e  of war watah an ' put some of dat war watah on it , 
cayenne peppah , yo ' undahs tan ' , nine needl e s , nine p ins , an ' take dat  an ' s top i t  
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up , an ' go to de rivah . Git on de ferry an ' when de ferry git in de middle of  
de rivah , throw i t  an ' turn aroun ' . 

(You throw i t  and you turn around? ) 
Throw i t  in de watah an ' turn aroun ' [ demonstrate s ]  an ' say a oath . 
(I  see , you throw that as you turn around . ) 
Turnin ' aroun ' . Throw it an ' turn aroun ' [ demons tra t es ] . Wheel l ike dat . 
( I  see . ) 
An' dey ' ll go right on behind i t . Yes , s ir ,  right on b ehind i t . [New Orl eans , 

La . , (8 24) , 119 3 : 4 . ] 
5585 . Git nine new needles an ' a piece of  red flannel , an ' git  a spoon an ' 

take out de tracks , de middle of de tracks , an ' b o t t le i t  up an ' put it in run

NEEDLES 9 NEW - RED FLANNEL - HOLLOW OF RIGHT TRACK 
nin ' watah . D ey won ' t  come 
back any mo ' • 

No , de right . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1050) , 
5586 . Well , if a man a long way from home 

tuh do d is befo ' he git o f f  do [ though ] . Git 

(You get this dirt out of 
which t rack , both of them? )  

1705 : 2 . ] 
an ' he wanta come back - she have 
' is track from ' is right foo t , 

f rom de toe back 
NEW CLOTH - TRACK SEWED INTO - NO ONE MUST TOUCH - IN POCKET tuh de heel , an ' 

sew hit up in a 
bran ' -new piece o f cloth , an ' tote it in ' er 
.us tn ' t  le t nobody put dey han ' s on it . An ' 
cross , Ga . , (1132) , 1837 : 4 . ] 

pocket evahwhere she go . But she 
he come home back tuh ' er . [Way-

5587 . (What can you do to make a man s tay away? Drive him away ? ) 
Well , yo ' will have to take up ' is track . Yo ' see , yo '  watch ' im  when he 

walks . Now , see , if ' is toes are go in ' dis way , ' way from de house , undahs tan ' , 
vell yo ' star t f rom ' is heel an ' yo ' take one dat way an ' take de othah one dis  

BEW HOME SPUN - BOTH TRACKS 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER 

way , an ' rake de dirt up . 
(Which one do you b egin with f irst? ) 
His right foot , from de heel . Take it from de 
heel an ' carry it to de toe . Den yo ' take yore 

lef ' foot an ' carry it de same way , from de heel to de toe . Yo ' take dat an ' put 
dat in - yo ' have to use new homespun wit all dese things , yo ' undahstan ' . An ' 

yo ' take dat an ' put it in new home spun an ' carry it to evah-runnin ' watah , a 
rivah or  j is '  a s tream dat runnin ' .  An ' yo ' take i t  an ' yo '  j is '  stan ' direc t 
lak dat [back to  water ] an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' let it  go on down 
de stream . An ' ah mean he ' ll follow i t . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 134 3 ) , 2 3 25 : 1 . ] 

5588 . Take out a p iece of newspapah by yore track . Put chure foot down on de 
newspapah an ' cut out dat track - understan ' , by de newspapah . An ' take some 

XEWSPAPER INSOLE 
sulphur an ' red peppah an ' sprinkle it in de bottom o f  yore 
shoe , an ' set dat papah in dat , an ' put chure foo t in yore 
sho e .  Yo ' k in walk in i t  an ' it  [ no cunj ure or spell ] ain ' t 

coin' hur t chew . Dat ' s  right . 
[Nothing p lan ted for you to  walk over will harm you . ] 
(Af ter put ting that stuff in your shoe ,  you s imply put that insole of news 

paper on top o f  it? ) 
On top of i t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1355 ) , 2 3 73 : 6 . ] 
5589 . De only thing ah evah heard about da t - ah ain ' t nevah seen dat tried -

bmt de only thing ah ' ve heard about dat , j e s '  lak if ah want ed to do sompin to 

9 DAYS - HOLLOW OF TRACK IN BAG WORN 
a fellah to  gain de influence of ' em .  
Yo ' take j is '  d e  middle o f  d e  hollah o f  
' is track an ' put it  i n  a small bag an ' 
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tote it fo ' so  many days . 
(How many days ? ) 
Ah think it ' s  nine days . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 6 ) , 1999 : 10 . ] 
5590 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say dat yo ' could gi t de - if dey wan ' a  fix yo ' fo ' 

dere own bene fi t ,  to  bring ' em to dem , yo ' take dere lef ' track from de to es .  

9 DAYS - AFTER PICKING UP LEFT TRACK - TOE TO HEEL 
AND KEEPING IN BAG - OPEN - ADD SALT - WEAR ABOUT WAIST 

Yo ' wan ' a take it up 
wit a shove l or a hoe . 
Take it from de toe 

takes dat den an ' put i t  in a li ' le bag . 
nine days . D en dey open i t .  Dey puts a 
dey carry dat bag wi t  ' em. Dey weah dat 
( 304 ) , 230 : 1+85 . ]  

back to de heel . D ey 
An '  dey take dat bag an ' secure dat fo ' 

li ' le salt , table salt in dat bag ,  an ' 
aroun ' de wais t .  [ Wilmingt on ,  N .  Car . , 

559 1 .  Yassuh , take yore foo t  track an ' tie it  up into a clo th an ' b ur y  it f o ' 
nine days , an ' aftah nine days go back an ' dig i t  up an ' put it  in runnin ' watah . 

9 DAYS - AFTER TRACK TIED IN CLOTH 
BURIED - THROW INTO WATER 

(What wi ll that do to me? )  
Dat suppo s ed tub make yo ' go j is ' as long as 
dat goes . 

No , de s ame track . 
559 2 .  Take his 

an ' he goes away . 

(Wo uld ei ther track of mine b e  all r ight ? ) 
Dey take yore lef ' track . [ Memphis , T enn . , ( 948) , 1528 : 2 . ] 

track f o ' nine days an ' put it in a l itt le b ag an ' bury it , 

(Take his track fo r nine days . Wha t do you mean by that? ) 
About nine days . J is ' lak yo ' want ' em tub go ' way , j i s '  take hi s track -

j is '  take nine o f  ' em an ' put in a lit tle papah bag an '  bury i t . He ' ll move . 

9 DAYS - 1 TRACK EACH DAY - IN PAPER BAG - BURY 
Dat ' ll run ' im o ff . [ Florence , 
S .  Car . , (1323) , 2268 : 2 . ]  
5 5 9 3 . Dey say yo ' git  de dirt 

outen nine tracks an ' git a new p iece of white homespun clo th an ' sew up dem 

9 TRACKS - HOLLOWS OF - S EW  INTO NEW WHITE HOMESPUN - WEAR 
tracks . An ' take de 
dirt outen de hollah 
of de track - nine 

tracks . Go drop i t  in dat sack an ' sew it up an ' tote it in yore pocketbook or 
in yo r e  pocket . An' dey say dat dat woman or dat man will fellah yo ' anywhere . 

(Nine t racks one right af ter the other? ) 
Yes s ir .  
If  a woman don ' like a man an ' want s h im  tuh go [ that i s  what she does ] . Well , 

den if he done wanta go , she kin take his track an ' pu t i t  into a bag an ' tote it  
an ' da t ' ll prove him tub come back t o  her . 

( She ' ll get t he dirt out o f  his tracks? ) 
Yes sir . D o n ' t say d e left or de right , but j es '  say his tracks . Ah think i t  

wuz nine tracks dat h e  tuk . 
( Somebody to ld you that ? )  
Yes sir . [ Fayett eville ,  N .  Car . , (1440) , 2609 : 5 . ] 
5 5 94 .  D ey would p ick up evah o thah one of yore tracks for nine tracks , but 

dey take de  r ight feet fer nine tracks . An ' dey would take it  off an ' p lac e dat 
into a bo t tle . Af tah placin ' into a bott le dey would take - yo ' ve seen dese 
piakanettZe roots . P eople call ' em [ par? ] net tles . 

(No , I don ' t know them [piakanettle ] but I know what you are talking about . )  
[ This is probab ly the horse nett l e ,  which appears s everal t imes in Hoodoo . ]  
I t  grows wit a whit e b lo s s om  into de top .  Take dis blo s som an ' put i t  into 

a po t an ' boil it . An ' put a little linament , Sloan L inament into dat one , an ' 
put watah onto de linament an'  some kinda flesh meat. An ' take i t  out an ' yo ' 
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go t a linament o f  yo ' own creatin ' . An ' put on top of dat - s top it up tight 

9 TRACKS - EVERY OTHER RIGHT TRACK - INTO BOTTLE - WITH 
HORSE [ ? ] NETTLE ROOTS - SLOAN ' S LINAMENT - FLESH MEAT 
NAME [ DOCTOR ' S ]  AND VERSE FROM KINGS II - BOTH BACKWARDS 

----- 3 TIMES ON LABEL - BOTTLE TURNED UP SIDE DOWN 

[ in a bottle ] - write 
chure name onto de 
linament [ bottle ] be
fo ' yo ' put it [ lina
ment ] in dere . Write 
chure name an' turn 

it into de bot tle , an ' turn de bottle down to de groun ' dis  way . 
(Turn that bo ttle down like that . All r ight . Then what do you d o ? ) 
Yes , sir , turn de bottle down dis way . Turn it down an ' put chur e name on it . 

write chure name on i t  an ' use a verse in de Bible . 
(Do you know what verse in the Bib le? ) 
Yes , sir ,  an ' use de Second Kings but read i t  backwards , s ee . Read it back

wards an ' write chure name . Writes chure verse three times an ' write chure name 
three times . I t  must b e  backwards . Put on de linament in de bottle an ' turn de 
bot tle downward , down dis way [demonstrates ] . 

(Cork down. ) 
An' dat ' ll take ' feet  on ' em.  
(Well ,  where are these foo t tracks now? Where are the f o o t  tracks ? )  
De dirt ah go t from de foot  tracks ah got it in de bo t t le .  
(How much dirt d id you take up ? )  
J is '  a smaH Zitt Z.e .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 6 5 5 : 5 . ] 
55 9 5 . If yo '  love a man an ' a man don ' care very much about chew an ' he , yo ' 

know , come tuh yore house somet ime an ' sometime he doesn ' t .  Well ,  yo ' take a 

9 TRACKS - EVERY OTHER ONE - PINCH FROM EACH INTO SNUFFBOX 
9 DAYS - CARRY IN POCKET - THEN EMPTY OWN DOORSTEP 

snuf fbox an ' [ put ] 
evah o thah one of 
' is tracks in dis 
snuf fbox . Yo ' put 

a li ' le pinch of dirt in d i s  snuf fbox out of evah one of ' is track - evah o thah 
one . 

(How many? ) 
Nine - till yo ' git  tuh nine . An ' when yo '  git tuh nine , yo ' take di s  s nu f f 

box an '  she t i t  up . An ' yo ' shet i t  up an ' tote i t  fo ' nine days in yore pocket . 
An '  when yo ' tote  it  fo ' nine days in yore pocket , yo ' come tuh yore s tep an ' po ' 
de dirt out intuh yore s tep . An ' ah ' ll guarantee dat ' ll make him love yo ' . 

(You pour this track dirt of  his under your step then? ) 
Yes . [F lorence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 2 2 ) , 2 26 6 : 1 . ] 
5596 . Well , some of ' em goes out dere to git some o f  dose leaves [ from holly 

bush ] , dey uses ' em fo ' a tea . Oat ' s  part too o f  d i s  WITCHCRAFT BUSINESS . An ' 

9 FOOT TRACKS - 9 HOLLY BERRIE S  - CALL NAME 
some of  ' em goes dere t o  git  some 
of do se b al l s  [ b erries ] . Dey git 
nine balls from d ere each time dey 

goes . Some uses dat . Dey take dose holly balls an ' f in '  nine o f  yore foot tracks 
an' dey ' ll go ahead an ' p lace nine of dese in ' is track [ one in each track ] , an ' 
give [ call ] his name , an ' tell ' im to go . Well , da t will put ' tm  to movin ' . [ See 
als o 2004 , p . 58 8 , margin t i t le HOLLY TREE , p . l07 , et c . ] [Norfolk , Va . , (Doctor 

9 RIGHT FOOT TRACKS - LAST ONE - BOTH HIS AND HERS 
lB BROWN PAPER - WITH SALT AND HIS URINE - ROLL UP IN RAG 
TIE WITH STRING - DARK PLACE - 9 WISHE S - PUTTING TOGETHER 

Paul Bowes ) ,  460 : 7 . ] 
5597 . Now , I heard 
that you can take and 
find a man ' s foot 
tracks , count nine 

of them , the right track , and you get a little dirt out of that r ight track [ the 
ninth right track ] . And you take the dirt and take a little piece of brown paper, 
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and put the dirt  in it and save it . And when you ge t a chance you get the woman' s 
tracks and you get the same out o f  bern , the right one [ after counting nine of her 
right tracks ] .  And you put bo th o f  them together and you put [ to this combined 
dirt ] one third table sal t , and you make j us t  enough o f  your water into it to make 
it mucky . And you roll i t  up and ge t a piece of  rag and lay this p iece of brown 
paper into the rag and fold it up into a ball . And get a strong string , cotton or 
some thing similar , wrap it up as tight as you can wrap i t ; and as you wrap it make 
nine wishes , whatever you wi sh them to do . And you take it and hide it in a dark 
place and let it s tay . And that ' s  putting you two toge ther . [ Tyree Church , near 
Berlin and Oc ean C ity , Md . , ( 1 2 , Samuel Forman , see INTRO . , voll , p . XVIII , lines 
7-14 ) , by Ediphone . ] 

55 98 . Jis ' sompin o thah , 
a broad an ' yo ' try tuh make 

s ome broad [woman] yo ' wanta make . Yo ' know, meet 
a broad , yo ' know , an ' she don ' pay yo ' no mind . 

9 MORNINGS - WALK OVER DIRT FROM HER TRACK 
NAMED - FOLDED TO YOU IN YOUR HANDKERCHIEF 

BURIED AT YOUR DOOR - DIG UP 

Yo ' know , yo ' kin - dere ' s  a way 
tuh make her , see . 

WEAR IN YOUR BELT - SHE ' LL BE THERE 9TH DAY 

�ell , how can you make her do it? ) 
Well ,  all yo ' go t ' a do is j e s ' take 
a li ' le of ' er foo t , yo ' know where 
she step , take a li ' le of  de dirt 

in yore pam [ palm] an ' put it in de han ' ke ' chuf f , fold it backward [ fold it to 
you] , yo ' know , an ' put it in yore b elt .  But de firs ' , yo ' got ' a put it down at 
chure do ' an ' walk ovah it evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' name it , s ee . Aftah 
nine mawnin ' s ,  yo ' take it up an ' put it in yore b elt . An ' de ninth mawnin ' she 
j is '  goin ' tuh be dere . An ' she ' ll be der e , too . [Norfolk , Va . , (469) , 475 : 2 . ] 

5599 . [ I  evidently had asked about any rit e done before sunrise . ]  
Dere sev ' ral  things yo ' do ' fo '  de sun rise . I t  b e ' s  j is '  lak if ah want mah 

man tub come back . Well ah would git up fo ' d e  sun would r i s e  an ' ah would talk 

9 MORNINGS - BEFORE SUNRISE - SAY , "LORD , AH WANT JOHN 
TO COME BACK ETC . "  - 9TH MORNING THRO'Wii'IS TRACK OUT DOOR 

tuh de Lord . Ah says, 
"Lord , ah want mah" 
j is '  lak ' is name 
John - says , "Lord , ah 

want John tuh come back tuh me ,  send ' im  back tuh me in de Name of de Lord Jesus 
sake . " An' ah would say dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' den nine mawnin ' s out , well 
ah git ' is track - ah already did have dat . An' when ah g it ' is track de las ' 
nine mawnin ' ah throw hit out de do ' .  He ' ll come on back home . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1132) , 183 7 : 6 . ] 

5600 . Ah ' ve had ' perience wit a mean husban ' , yo ' s ee ,  an ' wanted tuh git rid 
of  ' im,  j i s '  couldn ' t l ive wit ' im,  an ' he wouldn ' t leave . So ah wuz t ole - yo ' 

NORTH - THROW HIS RIGHT TRACK - AFTER P ICKING IT UP 
AS HE LEAVES , AND TURNING YOUR BACK TO HIM , AND 

SAYING , "Q2, MAY DE LORD GO WIT CHEW" 

see , a ole lady [doator ] 
tol ' me , she sayed , "Ah ' ll 
tell , "  she sayed , "when he 
goes out dis hous e , "  she 
sayed , "yo ' go out behin ' 

' im j is '  bare ly enough tuh keep ' im  from seein ' yo ' ,  an ' p ick up , git chew a 
han ' ful o f  dirt out ' is right track - outa his right footprint . "  She say , "When 
he gits outa s ight , "  she say , " yo '  j is '  turn yo ' back tub ' im  an ' yo ' throw dat 
dirt no ' th ,  an ' say , ' Go ,  may de Lord go wit chew. "' An ' ah . did dat an ' he went . 
Dat ' � all ah did fer dat , too .  An ' he went an ' he nevah has come back . Dat 
happened right chere in Wilmington . [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  (300) , 227 : 1+85? ] 

5 601 . An ' ' e  [he]  taken dat pi ece of pastebo ' d an '  cut i t  in de shape of yo ' 
shoe . 

(You cut the pasteboard in the shape of your shoe? ) 
In de shape of yo ' shoes , yes . An ' den yo ' take dat d irt out chure track an ' 
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put it in [on] dere , an ' yo ' take new piece of clo th an ' yo ' stitch it  all de way 
roun ' , an ' throw it right of f [ throw it away ] . 

PASTEBOARD SOLE - TRACK ON (And what will that do? )  
NEW CLOTH - NEW STRING - S EW Run yo ' - run ' im away . 

(You cut a p iece of pas teboard out . And what else 
do you do with that pas teboard , now? ) 

Not enything . Yo ' make i t  de shape of yo '  shoe an ' yo ' git  dis track . Yo ' 
take dat dirt an ' put i t  into [ onto ] dat track [ pas teboard ] . 

(You put i t  onto that pasteboard you mean? ) 
On dat pasteb o ' d .  Den yo ' git a bran ' -new piece of  cord string dat nevah b een 

used . An ' den yo ' sews it tuhge thah , an ' dat will run ' im of f .  
(What foot do you have to get ? )  
De lef ' foo t .  [Jacksonville , Fla . , {612) , 789 : 1 . ] 
5602 . Aftah he go in ' outa de do ' ,  ah heahed [heard ] chew c ould take his track 

comin ' tuh yo ' . An '  if he ' d  walk out de do ' , tuh take yo ' a penny an '  drop it in 
de middle of ' is track .  An ' 

PENNY - DROP IN HI S TRACK AS HE LEAVES HOME 
KEEP AS MUCH D IRT AS COVERS PENNY - HE ' LL RETURN 

j is '  as much dirt as would 
covah dat penny , tuh pick it 
up . An ' regardless tuh where 

dey ' d go , dey ' d  be uneasy unt il dey got back tuh yo ' .  
{That is , as he left the door - his feet are going away from the door , you 

would put this p enny in his track . E ither track? ) 
Yes s ir .  
{And take s ome of this dirt . T hat is to bring him back? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycro ss , Ga . , {107 3 ) , 1 7 34 : 1 . ] 
5603 . ' S immon [ p er s immon ] tree . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' kin take ' simmon ,  yo ' 

kin git  a half-green root - yo ' kin g i t  a half-green ' simmon an ' yo ' kin take a 

PERSIMMON - NAME IN TRACK - THESE  3 SEW UP IN CLOTH 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

li ' le cloth,  ah reckon 
about a yard or half a 
yard wide . An ' yo ' kin 
take dat half-green 

' simmon an '  dat half a yard of c lo th ,  an ' yo ' kin take de tracks of a pers on an ' 
write his name in ' i s tracks . Put ' em  in dat li ' le cloth an ' sew i t  up , an ' care 
[carry ] it tuh de rivah an ' throw it ovahbo ' d ;  but chew wanta throw it ovah yore 
lef ' sho uldah an ' yo ' leave dere walkin ' .  D on ' t nevah look back at  it . An ' 
dat ' ll run dem crazy . 

(What do you do with that persimmon? ) 
Well , ah say s  yo ' put dat ' s immon [ track ] in dat . 
(Oh , you put that in that [ track ] too . )  [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1135 ) , 1846 : 3 . ] 
5 6 04 .  An ' den it ' s  like if yo ' got a j ob an ' yor e  bos sman don ' like yo ' , yo ' 

take up ' is track an ' put it  in yore right-han ' pocket , an ' keep i t  in d ere all 
de time an' he ' ll come tuh be  sat isfied wit 

POCKET - BOS SMAN ' S  TRACK IN YOUR yo ' altuhgethah . 
(Either track or both? ) 

Either one . He ' ll come to be all right . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1206) , 2033 : 3 . ] 
5605 . Yo ' kin [ do ]  dat - j is '  lak if yo ' love a girl an ' yo '  s ees ' er walkin ' 

' long , yo ' kin g o  an ' p ick up some o f  dat sand outa her track , an ' put i t  in yo ' 

POCKET - HER LEFT TRACK IN HI S LEFT HIP - MAKING WISHES  
OR HER HAIR IN HI S PILLOW 

lef ' hip pocket . See , 
take it an ' tie i t  up 
in a li ' le bundle , an ' 
put it in yo ' lef ' hip 

pocke t an ' make wishes .  An ' yo ' somehow or ' nothah will git tuh dat girl , see , 
an '  git tuh talkin ' wi t ' er .  An ' den she ' ll come tuh have tuh fall in love wit 
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chew. An' den when she fall in love wit chuh , den take , yo ' know , 
Well , yo ' kin take a li ' le of  ' er hair , yo ' see , an ' put it in yo ' 
rip de p illah where yo ' kin put it ins ide dere in yo ' pillah . An ' 
yo ' b e ' s  she ' ll come where yo ' is . 

(What track do you take that dirt from? ) 
De  lef '  one . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (995) , 1608 : 2 . ]  

mess aroun ' • 
p illah . See , 
den evahwhere 

5606 . An ' yo ' kin take dat track an ' yo ' kin take it  an ' bury i t . Bury it 
undah de jamb o f  a fence ; lak dey ' d put a rail fence , j is '  put it  right 1t.1d. ' 1  one 

RAIL FENCE - UNDER JAMB OF - BURY HOLLOW OF TRACK 
dem jambs . Yo ' bury it dere . 
Well , s ' long [ so long ]  as it 
stay dere dat per son ' ull 

[person will ] j is ' commence tuh pin ' in '  [ pine + ing ] away . Yo ' ll commence tuh 
pin ' in ' away . An' de track dat chew got , DAT ' LL MAKE DAT FEET EAT OUT RIGHT IN 
DAT HOLLAR an ' DAT ' CASION [OCCAS ION] YO ' DEN TUH SOON BE DEAD . An ' a person 
won ' t know whut de cuz of it , yo ' s ee .  

[ I  d o  not know the exact meaning o f  jamb o f  a zigzag rail fence . I t  could b e  
the place where rails overlap one ano ther , o r  where the fence  i s  braced with 
leanto posts , or a right-angle corner where extra bracing was required . See 
following margin title for further details . ]  [ Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1097 ) ,  1766 : 7 . ]  

5607 . An ' ag ' in dey could take yore lef ' -foo t  track - down at de bot tom o f  
it , right i n  hallah o f  i t  - an ' dey could take d a t  an ' c arry it t uh nine fence 

cornah , rail fence . 
RAIL FENCE - 9 CORNERS OF 

HOLLOW OF LEFT TRACK BURIED IN 
(To nine corners where the rail fences meet . )  
[ For this hazy comment , s ee Zater . ] 
Dat ' s  right an ' dey could take it an ' put da t 

in dere an ' dey could run yo ' ' way den . 
(Now wai t  a minute ! They [ I  pick up informant ' s  dey ] dirt and then you put 

it in one rail fence corner , then you go to another rail fence corner . Do you 
mean the fence corners where thi s  rail fences goes like that ? [ I  demonstrate ,  
probably b y  interlocking my f ingers without bending them - looking like a row 
of  X ' s . ] You put it  in one right after the other in nine of  these poles 
where thes e rails mee t  like that , at right angles? [The angles are much wider 
than 90° . ] What will that do to you? ) 

Dat ' s  right . Dat will run yo ' away . 
[ Back before World War I the old pioneer rail fence that snaked or zigzagged 

along the ground (see ILLUSTRATIONS ) had j ust about disappeared in my part of 
the country in Illinois and acro s s  the Missis sippi in Missouri . Twice rail fence 
is ment ioned in FACI , 1st  ed . , No s . 5 8 9  and 7422 . Rail fenc e  also occur s  s everal 
t imes in Hoodoo , including the margin tit l e  preceding this one . Nine corners I 
int erpret as 9 consecutive zigs and zags of  the fence , though informant appears 
to indicate 1 place , not 9 places . P erhaps parallel b eliefs found els ewhere 
will solve the problem. ] [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1022 ) , 165 3 : 8 . ] 

RATTLESNAKE POWDER - TO DRESS LEFT TRACK - KEPT 13  DAYS 
IN HOLLOW TREE - THEN OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER 

5 608 . Take up yore  
tracks yo ' s ee ,  yore 
lef ' track . Take i t  
up an ' yo ' goin ' -

see , j is '  lak yo ' spott ed a person 
track , an ' dat ' ll keep yo ' gain ' . 

(How do they dress that track? ) 

gain ' dat way , p ick up yore track an ' dre ss dat 

Well , dey dress it wit powdah - yo ' s ee ,  dis snake powdah dat ah star ted tuh 
tell yo ' ' bout awhile ago .  Snake powdah . Dey call it  rattlesnake powdah . l! 
come already compounded yo ' see an ' f ixed up . Dey git some of  dat yo ' see an ' 
put it  in der e .  An ' pick up yore track an ' put yore track intuh a hollow tree . 
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�is ' lak a tree go t two forks [ trunk of t r ee branche s into one fork ] , yo ' see , 
it ' s  go t ' a  ha l lah in de middle of  i t . An ' let dat stay dere fa ' 13 days . See , 
an '  dat ' ll keep yo ' gain' . If yo ' don ' t fin'  somebody fa ' yo ' self , f ine ' ly 
[ finally ] ,  event ly [ event ually ] hit ' ll run yo ' crazy . I t  b e  bu ' stin ' headache 
yo '  see , keeps yo ' worried all de time . 

(Well , after 13 days what do you do with that track then? ) 
Well , dey take it den outa dere . See , dey has it in somepin , wrapped up in 

aa.epin lak a rag . Dey take dat outa dere den an ' carry it  tub de watah , see 
an '  throw it ovah de lef '  shouldah in de water . Well , s ee dat ' ll keep yo ' goin ' 
an '  j is '  keep yore mind j i s '  flusterated , j is '  lak yo ' cain ' t s tay in no one 
place long , yo ' j is '  worried tub death all de time . 

(Where do you get this rat tlesnake dus t ?  Do you buy it some plac e? ) 
No s ir ,  s ee i f  yo ' ketch a ratt lesnake , yo ' kin take an ' skin ' im an ' parch 

' fa  up . Parch ' im ,  bake him lak yo ' bake anything , an ' yo ' make a powdah of dat . 
[St . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1012 ) , 1 6 38 : 8 . ] 

5609 . Ah know d is happened in Tampa . Take dis  foot track of a per son dat 
chew disliked . An ' yo ' kin git it  an ' yo ' kin put it intuh a p iece of red flan

nel ,  An ' yo ' kin carry it 
&ED FLANNEL - TRACK IN - OVER SHOULDER INTO RIVER tub a rivah of runnin ' watah , 

CURSE IDRD - SAY "GO" an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' 
han ' shouldah an ' say , "Go , "  

an '  make a curse word . An ' dat person shall leave . 
(You get what track? ) 
De le f t  one , always de  left if dey do anything . 
Oihy always the le ft ? ) 
Don' t know why de le f '  but dey says de le f ' . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (107 6 ) , 1 7 4 2 : 3 . ]  
5610 . Dey could sprinkle cayenne peppah in de foot track . 
(What would that do ? )  
Dat would have ' em  a tendency to roam - a tendency to roam away from de 

place where dey were . 
(I  s ee . If  s omeone sprinkled cayenne pepp er in my foot track , I 

lED PEPPER would roam . ) 
IN TRACK Yes , sir . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 6 2 ) , 104 2 : 7 . ] 

5 611 . Yo ' kin take up a person track an ' put it in a bag , an ' put 
red peppah in dere on yore track , an ' dat ' ll make yo '  los e  yore mind , almo s ' run 

yo ' crazy . [Wilmington, N .  Car . , ( 3 29 ) , 267 : 2+ 
lED PEPPER - TRACK - IN BAG 8 5 ? ] 

5612 . Well , yo ' take , i f  yo ' have someone roun ' 
joo an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em aroun ' j oo ,  yo ' kin take sulphur an ' red peppah an ' , 

place it in de b o t tom 
lED PEPPER - LEFT TRACK FROM HOUSE - IN SHOE TO SEND AWAY o f  dere shoes , shoe 

track . [ I nformant 
should have put s hoe track af ter an ' following red peppah - 3 ingredient s . ] Jis ' 
lak dey step on d e  soil down dere , j i s '  take some of dat soil , mix dat all up 
tuhgethah . Put dat in de bottom o f  dey shoe , da t will run ' em out . 

(Who s e  shoe do you put that in? ) 
Put dat in d e  person dat chew wan '  tuh leave . 
(You mean in the ir shoe? ) 
In de one yo ' wan ' s tuh leave . 
(Put some of their own foot t rack in there ? ) 
Yes , put some of deres - j is '  lak if ah want chew to leave , see . Ah ' d  git 

aa.ewhere yo ' d  been s t eppin ' , right ' long where yo ' s been gain ' . Wouldn ' t git 
tc where yo ' comin ' towards de house , g i t  it  as yo ' goin ' ' way from de house .  
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Mix dat up t oge thah an ' p lac e i t  in dere shoe s ,  see , ovahnight . De nex ' mawn in ' 
[ I  interrupt ] . 

(Do you put it  in both shoes or j us t  one s hoe? ) 
J is ' one shoe . 
(And out of  what foo t track do you get this dirt ? ) 
Out of  the l e f t  tr ack . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1001) , 16 17 : 1 . ]  
5 6 13 . [ he p i ck up her track ] an ' put nine s eeds of red p eppah in i t , i f  he 

want de woman . Put nine s eeds in dere an ' s ew it up in a little yarn rag , an ' 

RED PEPPER 9 SEEDS 
HER TRACK - SEWED INTO RAG - POCKET 

tote . it in ' is pocket . Dat ' s de way he ' ll 
keep d e  woman . 
(Get that dirt out o f  her track - e ither 
track? ) 

Ei ther track , yessuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1541) , 2 7 8 7 : 1 . ] 
5 6 14 . Ah hear of ' em usin ' red peppah an ' stuff lak dat yo ' know , [ They ] 

say s  dey mix i t  in dere track . An ' says dey go an ' dey take de tr ack from yo ' 

RED PEPPER - P ICK UP TRACK - HEEL TO TOE - RUNNING WATER 

runnin ' watah . Say dey ' ll keep awalkin ' .  Nevah come back . 

an ' - s tart at d e  
heel an ' go - tuh de 
toe , an ' p u t  it in 

( I n  o ther words you would get some of the dirt out of my foot t rack as I was 
walking away . You take it from the heel to the toe , and you mix it  with red 
peppah and throw that into running water .  That will keep me walking . Do you 
take ei ther track? ) 

I t  don ' t make any dif f ' renc e . [ Fayetteville , N .  C ar . , (1390) , 2490 : 10 . ] 
5 615 . Well , y o ' take de red pep pah an ' g i t  dis track of  de woman undah de 

hollah of ' er f o o t . Den yo ' wrap d i s  dirt up in de peppah tuhgethah wit a lit

RED PEPPER - TRACK HOLLOW - IN RAG - WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
tle - in a rag , 
an ' yo ' go tuh 
runnin ' watah an ' 

throw it  intuh d e  wa tah an ' don ' t look back . An ' when it go on away , d is woman 
will go away an ' won ' bothah yore husban ' , fo ' ah have tried dat fo ' mahs elf . 

(You j us t  use the foo t  track - either one? ) 
De f oot track , either one . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 9 3 ) , 2663 : 1 . ] 
5616 . They d i t  up the whole left-foot t rack and put it in a bot tle . Take i t  

and throw it i n  the river . They can put a little wat er i n  o r  a little cayenne 

RED PEPPER - LEFT TRACK - BOTTLE - WI SH - INTO RIVER 
pepper , i f  you want , make 
a wish , throw it in the 
river - and throw it away . 

You wish them to s tand s till or to drown , you wish them good o r  w�sh them bad , 
anything you want to , [ Fr ed ericksbur g , Va. , (80) , Ediphone . ]  

5 6 1 7 . Take a fellah ' s track . Git r ight ' long behin ' ' im an ' take his trac k ,  
i f  he b e  walkin ' , mavin ' .  Yo ' know r ight whi ls t he ' s mavin ' , g i t  ' is track from 

RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - TURPENTINE - SLOAN ' S LINAMENT 
ANYTHING HOT - TRACK - OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO WATER 

r ight b ehin ' ' im . 
An ' dey s ay dey ' ll 
take dat track den 
an ' dey ' ll go git 

s ome b lack peppah , red peppah , turpentine , Sloan L inament - anything real hot 
whut ' ll burn yo ' know . Says dey ' l l put it  in d i s  track den an ' d ey ' ll take i t  
den an ' go t uh a runnin ' stream of watah . Dey ' ll stan '  wi t dere lef ' shouldah 
tuh d i s  s tream o f  wa tah , an ' dey ' ll throw it ovah de lef ' shouldah an ' den d ey' ll 
walk away , We ll , dey say den da t track as it f loat s down de stream , s ay d at ' ll 
take , carry yo ' on o ff - will run yo ' away from home , j is '  make yo ' go on where
evah dat goes . Yo ' j is '  go on o f f  till yo ' die . 
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� 
(How many tracks of mine do they take - or j ust one? ) 
Jis ' takes one t rack - eithah one . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1014 ) , 1639 : 4 . ] 
5618 . Take dere tracks an ' take a pinch ,  three pinches an ' git chew nine 

grains of red peppah an ' nine grains of b lack peppah an'  nine peas of b lack

RED PEPPER 9 GRAINS - BLACK PEPPER 9 GRAINS 
BLACK-EYED PEAS 9 - P INCHES OF FOOT TRACK 3 

IN BOTTLE - OVERBOARD - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

eyed peas , an ' put it in a bot tle 
an ' throw i t  ovahbo ' d , an ' don ' 
look back . Says she ' ll ' peah 
[ appear ] ' way from dere . 
(Her e ' s the track like that . You 

take three p inches ou t of that track - either track , the right track or the left? ) 
De right track . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1505) , 26 7 2 : 3 . ]  
5619 . Carry away yo ' tracks - i f  he g i t  chore foot t rack to hur ' chew, take 

it up an ' turn yo ' toes back to yo ' heels an ' bury it . He ' d  make yo ' s ick . But 
if he ' d  take it from y o '  toes back to yo ' heels 

SALT - TRACK - CALL OWNER ' S NAME an ' don ' do nuthin wit it , an ' yo ' could nevah 
feel sick de fus ' [ first ] time , take an ' take 

yo ' some salt , table salt , sprinkle it down in yo ' yard an'  call dat person name , 
if yo ' kin . Squash it . He can ' t do no harm den .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (525) , 
627 : 1 . 1 

5620 . Jis ' 
a frien ' ship • .  

lak yo ' has a enemy an ' yo ' an ' ' im , yo ' might say , call it to be 
Well , now , j is '  lak if dis wu z  mah home . Yo ' l ive so-an ' -so . 

Well , yo ' vis it me . Well , if ah ' m  ti ' ed [ tir ed ] 
SALT - INTO HEEL TRACK - COVER of yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  yo ' [ I ]  kin take s ech a 

thing as cookin ' salt an ' drop it  ins ide ' is 
(your ] heel track an ' covah it . Yo ' [ I ]  won ' have no more  trouble wit ' im [ you] . 

(Just par t  o f any of  his foot track? ) 
Yeah , eithah one his foot track . Jis ' lak he step , j is '  a lit tle salt an ' put 

it ins ide his heels or yore foot track . Keep ' im  ' way from dere altoge thah . 
[St . Petersburg , Fla . , (980) , 1589 : 4 . ] 

5621 . Dey say i f  yo ' go in ' anywhere 
leave , dey walks r ight back out on yore 

an ' a person don ' wan ' choo dere , an ' yo ' 
foot  track ; an ' take de f irs ' two track , 

�: AFTER YOU WALK IN VIS ITOR ' S  FIRST 2 TRACKS LEAVING 
SALT IN RIGHT - HANDFUL DIRT FROM LEFT INTO BAG AND KEEP 

an ' takes up one han ' 
ful o f  dirt from d e  
lef ' an ' den throw 
some salt in de right 

one . Dey take de sand [ from left track ]  on back to de house wit ' em  an ' put it 
in a bag · an ' keep dat . An ' dey say yo ' can ' t come back to  de house no more . 

SALT - IN TRACK - INTO RUNNING WATER 
[Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 4 9 ) , 245 : 1 . ] 
5 6 2 2 . Take up dere track an'  put it  in 
[ put in i t ]  some salt , cookin ' salt , an ' 

throw i t  in de runnin'  watah - lak a r ivah yo ' know. Throw it in de  runnin ' -
be sure an ' throw it  in d e  runnin ' watah an ' dat wi ll run yo ' ' way from yo ' home . 
[waycross , Ga . , ( 1102 ) , 1 7 7 6 : 2 . ] 

5623.  If yo ' be  walkin ' down de dust [ dus ty road or f ield ] , well dey kin pull 
dat track back [ from toes to heel ] an ' take up some o f  dat dus t .  An' take an ' 

SALT - TRACK TOES TO HEEL - OVER LEFT SHOULDER - INTO RIVER 
put salt in i t . 

An '  take it to de 
r ivah an '  throw it 

ovah yore lef ' shouldab into de watah . An ' dat ' ll run ' em. [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(949) , 1530 : 9 . ] 

5624 . Dey git 
runnin ' watah an' 
wbut dey tell me . 

de dirt outa yo ' track an '  put salt in wit dat , an ' go tub 
throw i t  ovahbo ' d , an ' yo ' ll move an ' can ' t he ' p  yo ' self . Dat 

Said dey could run ' em wild - dat whut dey tell me - wit it . 
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Said d ey take dat an ' t ie i t  up in a new cloth , an ' go tuh runnin ' watah , throw 
it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' make a wish , say , "Go ' way . " Yo ' mind will go , 

SALT - IN TRACK TOE TO HEEL - IN NEW CLOTH - OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
INTO RUNNING WATER - WISH - SAY " GO ' WAY" - DON ' LOOK BACK 

somp in lak dat . 
(That  track you 
got up the f irst 
time , you get it 
from the toe to 
the heel? )  

Uh-huh , an ' yo ' walk tuh de runnin ' watah . An ' put salt  in i t  an ' walk tuh de 
runni n '  watah ,  an ' throw it ovah yo ' l ef ' shouldah an ' don ' t  look back , an ' make 
yore wi sh an ' leave on away . An' don ' have nuthin tuh say . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (1404) , 2526 : 6 . ] 

5625 . Take de dirt from undah a pers on ' s  right feet an ' put i t  in a rag ,  an ' 
put r ed p eppah an ' salt intuh it an ' put it  in runnin '  watah . Dat will cuz a 

SALT - RED PEPPER - RIGHT TRACK - RAG - RUNNING WATER 
person tuh bust  - goes 
mos '  anywhere yo ' wan ' 
' em tuh go . 

(that will send him away . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (149 5 ) , 2664 : 10 . ] 
5626 . Pick up de lef ' foot j is '  in de  centah , in d e  middle of de track , an ' 

put it  into a bag . An ' put a lit tle salt , a little [ red ] peppah an ' throw it 

SALT - RE D  PEPPER - CENTER OF LEFT TRACK - BAG - RIVER 
into de rivah . An ' dey 
say dat will do yo ' 
harm - make yo ' go away , 

don ' chew know , run yo ' outa town sompin lak da t . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - TRACK - BOTTLE - RUNNING WATER 

[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 04 ) , 9 67 : 2 . ]  
5627 . Yo ' kin take a person 
track an ' take red peppah an ' 
salt an ' put it in a hal fa 

pint bottle , an ' chunk it in runnin '  watah de  way yo ' wan ' de per son tuh go an ' 
dey ' ll leave . D ey won ' evah come back , [Waycross , Ga . , (1134 ) , 1841 : 9 . ] 

5 6 28 . Take de  
SALT - RED PEPPER - STEEL DUST - LEFT TRACK - BOTTLE - RIVER foot tracks up an ' 

put dat in a bottle 
dus t , an ' throw i t  in de of water , an ' put same cayenne peppah an ' salt an ' 

rivah . Dat will make yo ' drif t . Track o f  de left 
11 28 : 4 . ] 

steel  
foot . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 804), 

5629 . Take dey track . 
(Either track? ) 
No sir , de track outa de right foo t . Take 

[ j ar ] . Put chew some salt an ' red peppah wit 
it up from yo ' , put it in a j ah 
dat , stop it up tight . Go down 

SALT - RED PEPPER - RIGHT TRACK - BOTTLE - TIDE GOING OUT 
BACK TO WATER - CALL VICTIM ' S NAME - OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

tuh de rivah when 
de t ide ' s goin ' out 
an ' stan '  wit chure 
back lak dis [ demon

s trate s ] ,  an ' p itch it ovah yure lef ' shouldah an ' call dat person name . An ' 
dey ' ll l eave out j is '  lak dat - dat bottle go down wit de ebb t ide . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1179) , 1991 : 1 0 . ] 

5630 . Well ,  y o '  take dat foot track goin ' d i s  
an ' den yo ' - take it  comin ' ,  s ee .  Well , aftah yo ' 

way an ' - yo '  _ take it goin '  -
take dat track - g its bo th 

tracks - s ee ,  
SALT - RED PEPPER - RED FLANNEL - NEW LOWE ' S CLOTH [ SACKING ] 

TRACKS 1 GO ING , 1 COMING - OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER 
yo ' g it one goin '  
an ' de  othah one 
comin ' .  Yo ' g it s  

a piece o f  Lowe ' s ,  bran ' -new Lowe ' s c loth . It ' s thick s tuff whut dey make sacks 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration � Wi tchcra f t  - Roo twork - 2 8 9 9  

outa , cotton s acks . 
(What they call Louis ? )  [ Lowe ' s . ] 
Yessuh .  Yo ' g i t  a p iece o f  Lowe ' s  an ' yo ' s ew it  up [ into a bag] . An '  yo ' 

go git chew a b ox o f  tab le salt . Yo ' git  chew a box o f  cayenne peppah. An '  take 
dat track an ' yo ' compounds all dat up tuhgethah an ' yo ' put in dere [ small bag 
.ade from new Lowe ' s  cloth]  an ' [ put ] dat [Lowe ' s- cloth b ag into a bag of ] red 
flannen . [A  bag o f  any material hold ing the ingredient s  o f  a hand i s  o ften en
closed within red f lannel for added power . ]  An ' yo ' goes tuh d e  rivah an ' yo ' 

turn backward d is way [ demonst rates ] an ' chunk it  ovah in de  r ivah . See , lak 
dat , ovah yore l e f ' shouldah . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat will run ' em away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 4 7 ) ,  2 80 6 : 5 . ] 
5 6 31 . Well , dey g i t s  up de foo t track an ' dey prepare dat up an ' tote  it . We 

use red peppah an ' b lack p eppah - s ech as da t .  We spr inkle dat down an ' we salt 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - TRACK 
8 INGREDIENT S  IN SHOE - 9 DROPS OF VINE GAR AND PINCH OF SALT 

IN EACH SHOE - 3 NEEDLES IN CAP OR HATBAND 

it . Salt is  sup 
po sed tuh save 
thing s . We use 
salt wit de idea 
in view of de 

savin ' powdah by dat . We put de salt  in dere tuh save i t . As long as  de sal t  
holds i t  s trength , we go t holt o f  de  undahtakin ' a t  de t ime . SALT I S  A GREAT 
THING BUT LOTTA PEOPLE DON ' T  KNOW IT . 

(Jus t what do yo u do with that t rack now? ) 
Well , we take s da t track - IT ' S  NOT BUT A VERY FEW PEOPLE IN D I S  DAY ' S  T IME 

WANTS TUH KILL A PERSON , BUT DEY WANT S DEM TUH COME UNDAH DERE CONTROL AN '  HOLD 
' EM ,  YO ' KNOW . When dey do dis , so  den dey us e dese means . 

[ Informant , pro fess ional worker , s tarts  another r i t e . ] 
Put DUST IN YORE SHOES . PREPARE I T  WIT THREE D IFFREN THINGS . An ' dey us e dat 

tuh sprinkle dat in yore shoes . 
Dere cert ain things yo ' kin do  tuh pertect yo ' .  Yo ' kin walk ovah any kind 

vhats omevah it  i s . I t  melt  away . 
Why .al l yo ' would do - use sal t , nine drops of vinegah . 
(How wo uld they use that ? )  
Weah three needles in yore cap o r  hatband or wha t s omevah yo ' gwine tuh do . 

Stick i t  - conceal i t  away . 
(What did you do with that salt  and vinegar ? )  
We ll we take de salt an ' vine gar an ' drop nine drops in each shoe . J i s ' put 

.;;;;a;....;;;l;.;;;i;.;;t;.;;t.=l;.;;e;....J;:p.=i.=n-=c-=h:....::o.=f-=s-=a-=1-=t-=i-=n-=d-=i.::s--=s.::h.::o.::e-=a.::n�' --=o.::n.::e.....:::i.::n:....::d.::i.::.s....:::.on::..::.e , an ' we walk anywhere we 
vanta go . 

(You can walk over anything ? )  
Walk ovah any thing a man kin put d own . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 5 ) , 2508 : 3 .] 
56 3 2 .  Ah heard a ole man say i f  yo ' had a bad enemy , ah mean nei ghbor an ' he 

come tuh b e  a enemy , he said , dat yo ' could take his track . Take a track of ' is .  

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - SNUFF - IN RAG - 9 KNOTS 
IN NAME OF LORD - DRIVE STI CK THROUGH RAG - IN RUNNING WATER 

WEIGHT DOWN WITH A S TONE 

An ' he said yo ' 
could take s ome 
b lack p eppah an ' 
d i s  pulverize -
yo ' know yo ' take 

peppah an ' make i t  outa tobacco [ p epper out o f  tobacco equals snuf f ] . An '  he 
said yo ' git  s ome of dat [ als o ]  an ' tie  up ' i s track . Tie it up good in a rag . 
An ' take dat rag an ' dey said tie  i t  aroun ' dere good an ' t ight . An ' den take 
a stick an ' put it down in de watah - runnin ' watah . An ' he s aid , when yo ' do 
dat - an ' leave it dere In de Name of de Lawd. An ' f ix it so it will be weighted 
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down an ' watah run ovah i t . DEY GOIN ' DOWN DAID . Now , dat ' s  whut ah heard ab out 
it - a enemy . 

(They put black pepper with that? )  
' Scuse me . Dey put black peppah an ' salt , a tablespoonful , an ' dey take de 

red peppah already ground an ' put it . 
(Cayenne pepper ? )  
Yessuh .  An ' put i t  in dere . An ' den aftah yo ' d o  dat , po ' d e  sal t  all ovah 

dat , an ' take an ' tie it up In de Name of de Lawd. An '  put n ine kno t s  in dis 
rag . An '  den aftah yo ' put dose nine knots , yo ' take an ' drive down de  rag 
through a s tick - drive through de rag de stick to hold it down dere . Den yo ' 
lay a rock or s omepin ovah i t  an '  let de  watah run ovah it . An ' dat ' ll  make ' em 
move from dat plac e .  Oat ' s  whut ah heard . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (14 18) , 
205 1 : 12 . ] 

5633 . I f  s omeone gone away an ' dey wuz p er suaded away by some person dat ' s  
tryin ' to do yo '  harm in d e  family or somepin o f  d e  kin ' ,  an ' dey git  dis per son 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - TRACK 
out an ' tell ' em to leave home , ah wouldn ' t  
stay dere ; an ' den , yo ' s ee , dey ' re tryin ' 
to do yo ' harm. Dey would git dis  person 

o f f , 
dat . 

an ' den d ey would give ' em somepin to keep ' em away from yo ' .  Ah ' ve heard 

(What do they give them? ) 
Dey s ay dey would fix up somepin in d ere food , some kin ' , lak women have , an ' 

put it in dere food . An ' d en to bring ' em b ack , a lady tol ' me dis , she wuz a 
ole lady , she ' s daid now , she tol ' me dis  to bring ' em back . She said if  yo ' 
wan ' ' em ,  desire dem back home an ' couldn ' t git ' em back , said if dey did come 
to see yo ' ,  if  dey happen to  come to see yo ' , yo ' g i t  some sal t an ' red p eppah 
an ' some sulphur , an ' sprinkle it  in d ere tracks when dey leave ag ' in , so dey 
come b ack ag ' in d ey wouldn ' t  go back any mo ' . I f  dey leavin ' .  dat ' ll bring ' em 
back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 256) , 252 : 1  or 17 6 : 1 . ] 

5634 . Dey say yo '  kin take d ere t rack an ' put it 
peppah an ' sulphur an ' put it  in a bot tle , an ' go to 

wit some salt an ' [ red ] 
runnin ' watah an ' t hrow it 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - TRACK - BOTTLE 
OVER SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER - CALL NAME - TELL TO GO 

in backwards , an ' 
tell de  person - call 
dere name - te ll dem 
to go j is ' lak dat 

track go down dere , down de rivah . An' long as dat watah runnin '  carr ' in '  dat 
t rack . why dat person always wundahin ' [wand er ing ] roun ' an ' goin ' .  

(You use the d irt out o f  e ither foot? ) 
Either one . [Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , ( 1 2 9 3 ) , 219 3 : 9 . ] 
5 6 3 5 . About de track , ah know about de track . D e '  [ dey = they ] takes nine 

pods of red peppah an ' de ' take nine p inches of sulphur . De ' take nine p inches 

SALT 9 PINCHES - RED PEPPER PODS 9 - SULPHUR 9 PINCHES 
RIGHT TRACK LEAVING - ALL IN BOX - RIVER - GONE IN 9 DAYS 

of salt an ' git  dat 
track , de right-foo t 
track , when dey ' re 
leavin ' home . An ' 

mix all  dat togethah . 
dey take it an ' box it  
nine days dey ' ll leave 

Ah seen ' em do i t ,  mix all 
up , an ' dey chunk it in de 
town an ' nevah come back . 

dat togethah yo ' know . An ' 
rivah . Den dey ' ll go . In 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1126) , 18 31 : 4 . ] 

SALT - SULPHUR - TURPENTINE - 9 TRACKS - 1 EACH MORNING 
5636 . When a per son , 
yo ' know , j is '  walkin ' 
along , an ' dey could 

take sulphur an ' salts an ' spirits o f  t urpentine an ' mix it tuhgethah an ' cuz yo ' 
tuh have a foolish min ' . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Roo twork - 2901 

[ Spirits o f  turpentine is used o ccasionally ins tead o f  turpentine , t he addi
tion of  s piri ts giving to turpentine a s piri t  or o ther-world quality . An inform
ant somewhere in Hoodoo explains the spiri tual essence of  turpentine . ]  

(Well , what do they do with that s tu ff after they get i t ?  What do they do 
vith that ? )  

Takes i t  an ' mix it  t uhge thah an ' as yo ' d  walk along , s ee dey po ' s  dat in 
yore track as yo ' go ' long . A certain numbah of  tracks yo ' know . Ah ' spect 
[suspect ] yo ' have tuh put i t  in de tracks , nine t racks nine mawnin ' s . An ' dat 

will cuz yo ' tuh go crazy . 
(This mixtur e , they j us t  slip it  into these tracks? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1391) , 2494 : 14 . ] 
5637 . Well , dey say dat if  a person - if dey git  de foot track right at  de  

do ' step , see . When dey git  de  foot  track right at dis s tep right aftah dey 

SALT - BLACK PEPPER - VINEGAR : 3 INGREDIENTS 
IN FIRST TRACK AT FRONT STEPS - BURY AT BACK STEPS  

walked in  an ' out , dey could 
take some out of it  an '  put 
it  in sompin an ' put some 
sal t , peppah , b lack peppah , 

two or three drops o f  vinegah , an ' bury it  up undah de  back s teps . Says , dey 
von ' come back any mo ' .  [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , (1294) , 219 5 : 9 . ] 

5638 . Yore lef t  track - i f  yo ' goin ' down ' er s teps , she could rake yore left 
track to her an ' j is '  mix a little sugah an ' salt wit it , an ' yo ' j is '  keep yore 

SALT - SUGAR - LEFT TRACK TO YOU - BAG - WEAR 
min ' on ' er all de t ime . 
(What would she do with that 
track? ) 

Veah it , weah i t  
(1355 ) , 2 3 7 3 : 2 . ] 

in a little bag ,  an ' dat j is '  keep yore min ' . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , 

5639 . Dey go t o  work 
yo ' dey take yore tracks 

an ' if  dey git yo ' an ' if dey ' re goin ' to  hahm [ harm] 
an ' bury on to dere s teps . Well , now listen ,  dey put 

SALTPETER - IN 5 FOOT TRACKS 
some saltpetah in yore t r acks . See , now dat ' ll 
hahm yo ' .  I f  dey take yore tracks up from any
where dey ' ll hahm yo ' if d ey put sal tpetah in it . 

[ Somewhere ei ther before recording b egan or along in here while recording machine 
stopped , informant ment ions 5 foot  t racks or footprint s .  I missed a no tation at  
ch e  t ime but will s oon ment ion them . ] 

(On your own s t eps ? )  
Yes , on yore own s teps . 
(Yes , I s ee .  On my own steps ? ) 
On yore own s tep s .  
(That is , f ive footprints of dirt on my own s t eps ? Either foo t  track? ) 
Eithah foo t , i t  don ' make any di ffrence . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 6 ) , 1 5 7 9 : 6 . ] 
5640 . Well , yo ' kin t ake de  dirt up out dere foot t rack . Yo ' take dat up 

an '  put it  in a cloth an ' den d ey take salt an ' [ red ]  p eppah , an ' it ' s  eithah 

SAMPSON SNAKEROOT OR BLACK SNAKEROOT - SALT - RED PEPPER 
TRACK - IN CLOTH - THEN INTO AIRTIGHT BOTTLE - BURY 

Samson [ snake roo t ] 
or blacksnake roo t . 
Yo ' take dat up an ' 
put i t  all togethah , 

an' den wrap dat up , s ee an ' 
right airtight , an ' dey bury 

( 14 7 3 ) , 265 3 : 12 . ] 

dey bury dat . Put it  in a bottle an ' s top it up 
dat . Dat ' ll make yo ' s tay . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 

� 5641 . Ah heard ' em say yo ' 
right in de palm of  de lef ' 

aa '  fix yo ' s o  yo ' couldn ' t  walk . 
(&icbmond , Va . , ( 3 7 4 ) , 317 : 11 . ] 

could take some dirt out right. in de  bo t tom , 
feet , choo know. Take it  an ' put i t  in a bag 
Yo ' j is '  weah it in de bottom of yo ' shoe . 
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5642 . [ This is a j ob-s tealing rite ! There are a number o f  them in Hoodoo . 
To ob tain a j ob is an important rite in hoodoo thought . ]  

Fo ' instance , yo ' d walk on out dere lak yo ' at tah [ after ] qui t t in '  a j ob ,  a 
feller not wantin ' a j ob ,  All right , yo ' could take a shovel an ' pick dis [ o ther 

SHOVEL - TURN IN OPPOSITE DIRECTION WITH - WORKMAN ' S TRACK 
ON HIS WAY TO WORK - 3 MORNINGS ASK BOSS  FOR A JOB 

fe l ler ' s ] track up , 
de right track , an ' 
turn i t  roun ' . An ' 
den de nex ' mawnin ' 

yo ' kin go dere an ' a s t  dis man fo ' de [ other man ' s ] 
well , ' bout three mawnin' s , somepin lak dat . But on 
man [bos s ] will give yo ' de j ob .  

j ob ,  See? Go dere fo ' -
de  third mawnin ' yo ' go , de 

(He would take my j ob away from me and give i t to you , if you t urned my foot 
track around ? )  

Yes . 
(But you mus t get my foot track while I am going to the j ob ? ) 
Dere yo ' are [ exac tly ] . Yore right foo t track whilst yo ' goin ' to de j ob .  

[Faye tteville , N.  Car . , (1407 ) ,  2528 : 4 . ] 
5643 . Ah learnt dat if yo ' wants tuh drive 

' em - j is ' like yo ' see a person walkin ' up de 
a person away wit dere t rack , git 
s treet , de firs ' track he put 

SIFTER - A NEW - SIFT PERSON ' S  FIRST TRACK - EARLY IN 
MORNING - WALK OUT OF HOUSE - LOOK UP IN AIR - THROW 
SOME EAST - NORTH - SOUTH - WEST - "KEEPS ' IM GOIN ' "  

down , keep yore eyes on 
' em an ' go an ' pick de 
f i r s ' track up . Gi t 
chew a siftah whut have 
nevah b een used b efo ' an ' 

sift  it  through dat . Take it in yore home 
pos sibly kin gi t up , j is '  take it an ' walk 
throw part of i t  to de eas t  an' par t to de 
de wes t . Dat will keep ' im goin ' . 

an ' at mawnin ' , j is '  as early as yo ' 
out an ' look right straight up , an ' 
no ' th ,  part to de s ' uth an ' par t to 

(Sending you away with your track . ) [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1159) , 1932 : 1 . ] 
56 44 . Take de foo t tracks out f rom behin'  somebody as dey be walkin ' 

don ' let ' em see yo ' .  
along , 

(Foot  t racks ? )  
Both tracks , dat he [ you ] wanted to run away . 

early par t of de mawnin' ,  when yo ' firs ' wake up 
An ' take it to de rivah an ' de 

befo ' yo ' speak to anybody an ' 
throw it  in de rivah 

SILENCE : BEFORE SPEAKING IN MORNING - TRACK - OVERBOARD ovah yore lef ' shoul
dah . An ' walk away an ' 

nevah look back at it  an ' dat ' ll run ' im away . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 5 ) , 1578 : 10 . ] 
5 64 5 . Ah heard dat when dey take up yore foot track , yo ' tie i t  up in a silk 

rag an ' throws it in runnin ' watah ; run a man from his home or a lady .  
(Put i t  in silk rag - j ust  wrap it up in there , 

S ILK RAG - TIE UP TRACK and you mus t throw it in wa ter running no r t h? ) 
THROW INTO WATER RUNNING NORTH De watah runnin ' no ' th • • •  

[ I  t urned off  r ecording machine 
cat ch the final word s  watah runnin ' no ' th ,  because informant was 
them. Thi s  sudden addi tion is qui te common while interviewing . 
comment or ask ques tion hoping inf ormant will repeat . Somet imes 
t imes he does no t . ]  [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 1506 ) , 2 6 7 3 : 1 . ] 

too soon t o  
s low i n  adding 
That is why I 
he does , other 

S ILK CLOTH - TIE UP TRACK IN - DROP IN RIVER - WISHING 
NOT SPEAKING , "_gQ, YO ' DEVIL I YO 1 GO 1 "  DON 1 T LOOK BACK 

5646 . Dey kin go an ' 
s ee yore track an ' b egin 
at de toe an ' pick it up 
completely to de heel , 

right undah de middle . Don ' t let any o f  i t  fall off , evah bit o f it . An ' put it  
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in a silk piece of clo th , a pi ece of  silk ole or new . Don ' t make { no differenc e ]  
j is '  so long as i t ' s silk . An '  go to de rivah , drop i n  de middle of dat rivah . 
Don ' t say a word but j is '  make yore wish , j is ' like yo ' say , "Go , yo ' devil ! Yo ' 
ao ! "  Turn yore back de moment yo ' drop it  an ' don ' t  look back . Come on away an ' 

dey ' ll go . [New Orleans , La . ,  (803 o r  804 ) , 1123 : 2 . ]  
5647 . I f yo ' wan ' a make love yo ' take his right - if he ' s  comin ' towards yo ' , 

take de dirt out ' is  r ight f oot track when he comin ' toward s yo ' . Put it in a 

SLEEP ON - TRACK IN BAG WITH SUGAR AND SPI CE 
bag wit sugah an ' spice in dere , 
an ' sleep wit it undah yore haid , 
undah yore mat tres s undah yore 

hair where yo ' lies . [Mob i le , Ala . , (690) , 919 : 3 . ] 
5648 . I f  yo '  have s omeb ody nex ' do ' tub yo '  an ' yo ' wanted ' em tub 

SRUFFBOX move . An ' dey wuz ' s turbin ' de neighborhood , yo ' know , an ' yo ' wanted 
' em tub move . Why yo ' j is '  take some o f  de dirt outa dere right foo t ,  

an '  put i t  in a snuffb ox an ' carry i t  tuh d e  rivah . An ' throw i t  intuh de rivah 
an' not look back an ' go on home .  Dey ' d move . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1121) , 1802 : 5 . ] 

5649 . Git der e  foot track an ' put it  into a snuf fbox an ' p ut i t  ovah de do ' 
an '  drive dem . 

(What do yo u mean dr iving ? ) 
Dat drivin ' yo ' ' way from home . 
5650 . Well , ah ' ll t ell  yuh whut 

puts some kinda s tuff wi t i t ,  s ee . 

[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (118 5 ) , 199 8 : 9 . ] 
dey do . Dey takes dere track an ' den d ey 
An ' dey take dat track an ' den dey take i t  

�� I N  DIRTY - TRACK WITH SPICE , SUGAR OR SALT 
an '  dey ' ll throw it ei thah 
ovahbo ' d  or dey buries it , 
see . Or dey put i t  in a 

dirty s ock an ' dey ' ll bury it , see . 
vanta go s ome p lace . 

(Keep you from going where? ) 

An ' dat will prohibit yuh f rom goin ' if yuh 

Wherevah yuh wanta go . J is '  like providin ' i f  yuh go t somebody an ' dey love 
yuh, see . An ' d ey kin prevent yuh from goin ' , why dey takes dat track , see . 
An '  dey ' ll fix i t  an ' dey bury it . An ' dat  wi ll keep yuh from goin ' away . 

(What sort of powder did they put in that track , did you say? ) 
Dey puts some ingredients in it , see . 
(What do they put in i t ? ) 
Dey puts spice , sugar , or  salt ,  eithah one , an ' dey bury it . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  

(539) ' 659 : 1 . ] 
5651 . J i s ' lak de husban ' er 

an '  dey wan ' ' im  tuh come back . 
[ or ]  somebody , he lvin ' wit ' em an ' leave ' em ,  
Dey ' ll g i t  d e  foo tprint ,  s tart at d e  haid , zhoo 

�. IN LEFT - BURY AT DOOR LEFT TRACK TOE TO HEEL 
know , at de toe , an '  pull 
it back tords de heel - de 
lef ' , de lef ' always . An ' 

said [say to the dirt ] ,  "Yo ' lef ' me , but choo ' re comin ' back . " Yo ' take dat 
(dirt ] an ' git a pair dere ole socks , if yo ' have ' em ,  an' put it in dat [ left  
sock} an ' bur ' [bury ] at  chore doah , an ' dey ' ll b e  supposed tuh come back . [Wil
�ton , N.  Car . , ( 204 ) , 110 : 4+8 5 . ]  

565 2 .  L ike dat yo ' git mad wid a fel lah like dat , 
think he mus ' b e  goin ' eas t , yeah . An ' yo ' gits  nine 

SPIT 9 MORNINGS - IN BOTTLE WITH 9 PINCHES OF TRACK 

yo '  ke tch ' im go in ' • Ah 
pinches outa his right 
track , d ey tell s me , an ' 
yo ' takes it an ' yo ' put s 
i t  in a bottle or anything 

aa' s top it up . An ' yo ' sp it in it nine mawnin ' s . An ' de en ' de nine mawnin ' s  
yo '  carry it down to de rivah , see , an ' throw it  ovahbo ' d .  An ' tell me dey ' ll 
� away from home an ' won ' t nevah come back no mo ' . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 34 0 ) , 3 7 2 : 1 .] 
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565 3 .  Dey kin take yore foo t track up . Jis ' go out an '  j is '  lak yo ' stan '  
in d e  sand . take i t  up wit a s ilvah spoon . J is ' take i t  up real lightly an ' 

put it  in a bottle , an ' stop it up an ' throw 
SPOON OF S ILVER - P I CK UP TRACK it in runnin ' watah an ' it wi ll carry yo ' 

INTO BOTTLE - INTO WATER away . 
(Either track? ) 

No suh , have tuh be  yore lef ' track . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1497 ) , 266 5 : 14 . ] 
5654 . Dey take yore foot track up in a spoon an ' put it in a � an ' den 

throw it ovahbo ' d .  Dat will hahm [ harm] yo ' . 
(What wi ll that do to me ? ) 
Dat will drown yo ' . 
(Which track do they take up? )  
Take up de lef '  feet . [Charles ton , S .  Car . , (8 ) , 653 : 5 . ] 
5655 . Yes , take up yore track . Sho ' [ sure ]  take up yore track an ' carry it 

to de rivah an ' put it  down ' side de rivahside an ' yo ' will leave . 

SPOON OR STICK - TAKE HOLLOW OF FOOT 
LAY ON RIVER BANK 

(How would I put it down beside the river?  
How do you mean put it  down? } 
Take a st ick or  a spoon an ' git de dirt 
from de hollah of  de foo t an ' carry it tuh 

dat r ivah . Yo ' couldn ' t s tay dere . Yo ' lay it down side o f de rivah b ank , j is ' 
on de dirt . 

(Do you take either track or both of  them? ) 
Only de right foo t  track . [Little Rock , Ark . , (887 ) , 14 61 : 8 . ]  
565 6 .  Ah heard dat chew have tuh take nine spoonfuls of dirt  outa dis per-

son ' s track as dey go ' way from de hous e . Jis ' go ' long an ' take nine tracks 

SPOONFULS 9 - TRACK 9 FROM HOUSE - BOTTLE - WATER 
o f  dey tracks , nine of  dey 
tracks , yo '  know , j is '  lake 
one , two , three - nine . Git 

nine pinches of d irt outa each one dose tracks , dey said , an ' bot tle it  up an ' 
dey nevah would come back any mo ' .  

(You get nine pinches out o f  these nine tracks or you get nine spoonsfuls . 
Which do you ge t ? )  

D ey said nine spoonfuls . 
(You t ake nine tracks , one righ t aft er the o ther . ) 
Yes s ir , de way dey goin '  from de hous e .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1114 ) , 1786 : 2 � ] 
5657 . Yah suh ,  dey - s omeone has tole me dat i f  dey g i t  aholt of yo ' foo t 

track , an ' dey put it  in a bot t le , an ' dey puts s ix needle s , s ix p ins an ' six 

STICK FORKED - BOTTLE IN - UNDER DOORSTEP WITH 
6 NEEDLES - 6 PINS - 8 RUSTY NAILS - 9 DAYS  

ole  rusty nails , s ix new gold
eye needles , s ix p ins dat nevah 
did b een used an ' s ix rusty 
nails [mis takenly repeated ] -

an ' den dey take i t  an ' put i t  in a forked s tick like dat [ demons trates ] ,  see . 
An ' d ey t ies do se toge thah an ' dey put i t  to de foot of  d e  st ep s , s ee . 

(Well , now they put that stuff in the b ot tle first , don ' t they , and then they 
put that bottle in tha t  fork of that s tick . ) 

Yeah . 
( I  see . Where  do they put that ? )  
Put unnah de s teps or put it on de sunrise  or sundown s ide . S ee ,  de haid o f  

d e  s tep like da t , see , put dat down dere . 
(I  s ee - the s tep must  b e on the sunrise side of  the house? ) 
Yassuh .  
(And what do you d o  at  the sundown side o f  the house then? ) 
Dey put de bottle out s id e  - dey lean de  bottle , put de bottle an ' lean it . 
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Don ' t let it  lay down f lat . 
(I see ,  they put the b o t tl e  at  the sunrise  side of the s t eps  and they lean it 

toward the sundown? ) 
Uh-huh an ' den dey lay down . Ah don ' t know nuthin about it  b efo ' ah learned . 
(That ' s what I wanta hear . What you have heard about it . That ' s  r ight . What 

will that do to the person? ) 
Suh , whut dat ' ll do ? Dat 

home. An ' den if he ups wi t 
othah woman got ' im tied up , 
up in nine days t ime . 

track,  if yo ' got a husban ' , dat ' ll make h im s tay 
any othah wimmin , he can ' t even run about . If an
dat ' ll break ' em up . Dat ' s  supposed tuh break ' em 

(I  see . And after you bury that bottle , do you do anything else then.  Af ter 
you bury that bottle , you let that s tay there fo r nine days and then . [ Charl es
ton, S .  Car . , (497 ) , 539 : 1 . ] 

5658 . (You take two pine s t icks ? )  
Jis ' two li ' le pine s ticks . Yo ' take ' em an ' let one b e  d e  man an ' one b e  de 

voman .  An ' yo ' take ' em an ' put ' em in a new p iece wi t some o f  yore track - yo ' 

STICKS OF P INE 2 
REPRESENTING MAN AND WOMAN 

IX NEW CLOTH - WITH LEFT TRACK 
OVER DOOR 

know , de dirt . Put ' em both in dere toge thah 
an ' lay it up ovah de do ' an ' dat ' ll make ' em 
st ick togethah , stay togethah in dis hous e .  
(Do you take up the dirt from e ither track? ) 
Take it from de le ft track , de one dat de 
heart ' s  on . See , dat ' s  in ordah to know whether 

yo ' mean t uh do right or wrong . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 5 2 ) , 2 6 39 : 11 . ] 
5659 . Lak in de centah o f  it , lak in de bal l  of 'is foot chew know , right 

vhere he press down in de sand , an ' j es '  make up a little knot , an ' dey even 

STOCKING 
FOOT TRACK IN 
nED IN KNOT 

OVER DOOR 

tie dat chew know in de kno t .  Yo ' know , make a li ' le kno t an ' 
t ie da t ovah yo ' haid lak where yo ' walk undah . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will make him s tay home . 
(What do you t ie in a knot now? ) 
Yo ' git de stockin ' .  Yo ' t ie it  r ight up ovah de do ' where he 

valk in , j is '  a knot in dat s tockin ' . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1500) , 2668 : 5 . ]  
5660 . Well dey have to git  it while he ' s  ' sleep , cut i t  while dey sleep . 
(And how would they us e those  tracks ? )  

Jis ' take d e  hallah of  de righ t-foot t rack an ' put it  in a li ' le bag , an ' 
j is '  take i t  an ' bury it undah de steps . Put it undah a stone so . de rain won ' 

SlONE - TRACK BURIED UNDER - UNDER DOORSTEP 
wash it away . But chew see when 
yo ' dig a place undah de steps 
an ' bury it - git dat track an ' 

bury it , 
788 : 13 . ] 

yo ' see , dat will make him come b ack . [Jackr.onville , Fla . , ( 611) , 

5661 . Dey take yore track , 
come back . Whey dey g it chure 

if yo ' s  goin ' some p lac e ,  an ' dey wan ' chew tuh 
track - why j is '  take it an ' bring it tuh yo ' . 

SUGAR - SAME AMOUNT AS TRACK TO YOU 
J i s ' take it an ' put sugah wit it , an ' 
j is '  put jis ' as much sugan 

·
as dere is 

track . An ' stick it  down undah yore do ' 
or in yore house some p lace , why yo ' d  have tuh come . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

SUGAR - TRACK - RIVER - " GO ! GO ! " 
( 2 20) , 134 : 5+85 . ]  
5 66 2 .  Yo ' take a foot  track , take i t  an ' 
put sugah wi t it . Carry it t o  de rivah an ' 

throw i t  ovahbo ' d  an ' tell it  t o  "Go ! Go ! " .  As long as de watah run , dat man ' ll 
run .  Dat drive ' im away . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 4 ) , 1578 : 1 . ] 

5663 . Take yore foot track an'  s ew it up in a p iece of white  homespun an ' put 
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sulphur to i t , an ' take it  an ' go  throw it in runnin ' watah . Dat makes yo ' tra

SULPHUR - TRACK - SEWED INTO WHITE HOMESPUN - INTO WATER 
ve l .  Yo ' can ' t stop 
unt il dat bag hits  
s ome part o f  de  rivah , 

yo ' s ee , where i t  s top a t , 
5664 . When a person is 

i t  - if  dey goin ' dis way , 

can ' t  pas s . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1326 ) , 2269 : 8 . ] 
do in ' anything tuh yo ' , yo ' take dey track an ' take 
yo ' take de track dis  way ; if  dey goin'  dis  way ,  yo ' 

takes de track dis way [ demons trate s ] . 
SULPHUR - TURPENTINE - BLACK PEPPER 

TRACK - T I E  - WATER 
(You take the track right from the toe 
back to the heel? ) 
Take de track f rom de toe . Don ' t take de  

heel , take from d e  instep tuh ' is feet , from de  ins tep of ' is feet . Take dat 
goin ' da taway an ' go an ' g it chew some sulphur , spi r i t s  of t u�pent ine , black 
peppah an ' tie i t up in a ball . An ' go tuh a runnin ' watah an ' throw it in . 

(What will that do 7 )  
Well , d ey ' ll leave . [ Fayetteville ; N .  Car . , (1422) , 2562 : 6 . ] 
5 665 . Well , i f  yo ' s  a pers on dat want a person tuh leave town or any thing 

l ike dat , if yo ' k in ketch ' is foo tprint in de evenin ' when de sun ' s  goin ' down . 

SUNSET - CATCH HIS TRACK AT - AS HE WALKING WEST 
THROW OVERBOARD AS T IDE GOING OUT 

Yo ' go tta lay fo ' ' im .  Some
t imes it be weeks an ' months , 
yo ' know , when anything like 
dat gain ' tuh occur , yo ' go tta 

wai t  until yo ' kin ketch 
de whole shape . 

' im  goin ' dat way . An ' yo ' kin git  de whole shapes -

(E ither track? ) 
Eithah track , right or lef ' , an ' de same thing ag ' in. Carry it right down tuh 

de rivah . He lef ' town but he won ' t b e  hurt . 
(Well , how do you p ick that up . )  
Yo ' go tta pick da t up wi t ' is face gain ' , goin ' west ,  his face turned from de 

sunri s e  tuh de wes t . Yo ' pick up dis track . 
(Then what do you do with that track? ) 
Yo ' have tuh take it an ' put it in a bag or anythin ' an '  carry it . Throw it 

ovahbo ' d where d e  t ide ' s go in '  out an ' he go r ight along . He [will suddenly ] 
have a j ob [ somewhere ] , he ' ll rush tuh go . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 3 ) , 1 9 9 5 : 4 . ] 

5666 . G i t  dat f oo t  track comin ' to yo ' , both o f  ' um . Git dat t rack an ' take 
it an ' take a piece of c l o th . Git some red p eppah an ' s alt an ' tie dat oop [ up ]  

SUNSET - THROW TOWARDS - OVER RIGHT SHOULDER - BOTH TRACKS 
COMING TO YOU - TIED UP IN CLOTH WITH RED PEPPER AND SALT 

DO THIS AT FIRST DARK - FAC ING EAST 

in der e . An ' take 
it an ' go eas t on a 
vacant lo t some
where , where dere 
ain ' t no house a t , 

an ' throw it ovah yo ' lef ' s houldah - ovah de right shouldah at sunrise an ' don ' 
look back . Yo ' s ee 7  An ' d e  way yo ' throw it , dat ' s  de way de p erson is  gwine . 

(I  s ee .  You throw it over your right shoulder? )  
Yes s ir ,  an'  don '  look back . 
(You throw it toward the eas t ? ) 
Eas t .  
(Before sunrise? ) 
Jis ' de way de sunri s e , j is ' as de sun go down . Let it be first dark , on a 

vacant lo t where ain ' t no house .  S ee? An ' don ' look back at it . An ' de  way 
yo '  throw it ,  if yo ' want dat person to  move in dat dire c t ion , dey ' ll go in da t 
direction . 

( I  s ee . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 2 5 ) , 9 9 3 : 4 . ] 
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566 7 . I t  have been said dat i f  an ' individual come t o  yore house an '  yo ' want 
' ea  to s tay away an ' no t  come again , to sweep dere t rack out immediately right 

SiEEP UNWANTED VI S I TOR ' S TRACKS OUT AS HE LEAVES 

behin ' ' em as dey go out . 
[ S t .  P et er sb urg , Fla . , (983) , 
15 9 0 : 7 . ] 
5 668 . I f  somebody comin ' round 
yo ' an ' do in '  yo ' harm , or 

�in lak dat , an '  yo ' wan ' tub gi t rid of ' em , when dey gain ' out de  do ' sweep 
dey tracks out behin ' ' em .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 24) , 2 7 1 9 : 9 . ] 

5669 . I f anyone visit yore house an ' yo ' don ' t wan ' ' em dere , when dey s tar t 
£O leave , da ' chew [ that you ]  would follah ' em to d e  do ' ,  an ' a s  soon as yo ' kin , 

SUEEP BEHIND UNWANTED GUE ST - BUT FIRST 
CLOSE DOOR AND OPEN IT BEFORE OUT OF S I GHT 

clo se  de do ' b ehind ' em , den open it 
immedia tely b efo ' dey kin gi t  outa 
s ight , J i s ' keep watchin ' ' em ,  an ' 
take a broom an ' sweep dere tracks 

..ay from de do ' ,  right on towards de direc tion dey ' re goin ' . [Wilmington , N .  

SiEEP UNWELCOME V I S ITOR ' S TRACKS AWAY AFT ER DARK 
Car . , ( 2 1 7 ) , 1 2 7 : 4+8 5 . ]  
5 6 7 0 . I f  yo ' has a enemy dat 
comes to y o r e  hous e ,  yo ' wai t  

£ill it ' s  dark an ' take de broom an ' sweep o u t  de  t racks behin ' ' em .  D a t  enemy 
aon' t re turn no '  mo ' ,  [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fl a . , ( 10 3 1 ) , 16 7 7 : 1 . ] 

5671 . I f  yo ' don ' t have nuthin tub do wit ' em an ' yo ' wants  tub dr ive ' em , 
keep ' em  away from yore house ,  yo ' take s ome b lues tone an ' b urn it  well , An ' 

SWEEP AWAY UNDESIRABLE VIS ITOR ' S  TRACKS 
AFTER. POURING BURNED BLUESTONE WAT ER ON THEM 

while de b lue stone is burnin ' , 
yo ' take an ' mix wa tah an ' let 
it cook in dere go od . An ' dey 
come b ack tub yore hous e  an ' 

yo '  don ' wan ' ' em dere , when dey walk out , yo '  po ' i t  right in de tracks where 
� make tub go out , an ' sweep it . Dat whut dey do wi t de b lues tone . 

(They won ' t come back? ) 
Won ' t come back . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1188 ) , 2005 : 6 . ] 
5 6 7 2 . When he come tuh yor e hous e ,  when yo ' see his tracks comin ' t owards 

yare hous e ,  wel l  when he comes tub yore hous e , yo ' know dis ' is tracks . An ' 

SiEEP AWAY SALT THROWN ON VI S I TOR ' S BACK AND T RACKS 
when he s tays - when he 
s tays ' i s length of time , 
an ' when he s tarts out , 

sit chew some salt an ' t hrow on 
... den yo ' s tar t t ub sweepin ' .  
tack clean out . Dat ' s  sweepin ' 
2558: 9 . ] 

' i s b ack , an ' den throw some salt in de  yard , 
Start from de do ' an ' sweep ' is tracks out 

' im on away . [ Fayetteville , .N .  Car . , ( 1419a ) , 

567 3 .  Well , dere nuthin much dat chew kin do wit de foot track , but a lat ta 
people says it  fo ' drivin'  p eople away an ' all like dat . But de only thing dat 

SlEEP UNWANTED VIS I TOR ' S TRACKS OUT THROUGH GATE 
SALT HAVING BEEN PUT THERE BEFORE HE ENTERED 

yo ' kin do wi t de foot  track 
is now : a lat ta peoples wants 
tub keep yo ' away from de 
hous e an ' all like dat . Now 

.a thing is wi t yore foo t t rack propo sition , like yo ' have a person come tub yore 
'-use an ' yo ' don ' wan ' dem tuh come dere so o ften .  Why [ y ou ]  kin sp r inkle s ome 
-.It down right in f ront de gate where dey pas s  by , an ' j i s ' as soon as dey come 
Ia an '  walk out , yo ' go t ta sweep de whole t r ack an ' all outs ide of de gat e . 

(Do you put that sal t down before they come ? ) 
lefo ' dey come in dere . Jis ' like yo ' done b e  exp ect in ' someone tuh come in,  

... yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tub be bo thahin ' yo ' .  Yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tub come dere , why 
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put dat salt down dere . [Waycross , Ga . , (1168 ) , 1974 : 5 . ] 
5 6 74 . Tub drive ' em away - tub drive ' em away yo ' gi t yo ' s ome cayenne peppah 

an ' salt . J is ' lak if a person is comin ' in heah an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em in heah . 

SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER PUT INTO VIS ITOR ' S  TRACKS 
THEN PUT SALT AND RED PEPPER IN THE 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
AND SWEEP THIS OUT OF HOUSE AND "FLIRT" AFTER VISITOR 

An ' yo ' git chew some 
cayenne peppah an ' salt , 
an ' yo ' s et an ' hold ' em 
[ in]  a conversation . 
Set an ' talk wit ' em ,  b e  

frien ' ly wit ' em an ' ack lak yo ' ain ' t mad , chew know . An ' den dey say , "Well ,  
ah reckon ah b e t tah go . "  Well , yo ' already has dat salt an ' peppah mixed up an '  
have it in yo re han ' s s omewhere , an ' yo ' follah ' em out de house .  See , when dey 
goin ' out , j is ' sift dat cayenne peppah an '  sal t in dere tracks . Den go tuh each 
fo ' cornahs o f  yore house an ' put some cayenne peppah an ' salt in each fo ' cor
nabs of de house .  An ' den take de broom an ' sweep it all on out an ' sweep it  de 
way de ' go an ' flirt it. When yo ' sweep it down on de step s , j is ' lak if dey 
ga in '  up de street dat way , yo ' flirt it de way dey goin ' [ demonstrates ] . 

(How do you do that ?  D o  i t  with your hand l ike that ? )  
[Flirting with a fan I had read about and had seen o n  stage ; but flirting with 

a broom , though good English , was beyond my experience . ]  
Wit chure b room ,  when yo ' flirt it yo ' say - WHEN YO ' SPRINKLE IT DOWN IN YORE 

[ ROOM] HERE , SAY , "WELL , AH ' M  CONKERIN ' MAH ENEMY , IN DE NAME OF DE LORD , DRIVE 
DE DEVIL AWAY FROM ME ,  IN DE NAME OF DE LORD. " An ' j is '  sprinkle it on dere , an ' 
WHEN YO ' SWEEP IT AN '  YO ' MAKE DAT FLIRT� YO ' SAY , "WELL , AH ' M  FLIRTIN ' MAR ENE
MIES AWAY FROM ME ,  IN DE NAME OF DE LORD . " An ' den flirt de dust on de street , 
Dey nevah put dere foot in yore house . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544 ) , 2 7 9 5 : 1 . ] 

5675 . Yo ' mean de foot t rack tuh go or de foo t track tuh come? 
(Well , both of them - one one way and one the other way . ) 
Well , now , if yo ' want somebody tuh come back , yo ' git dis foot track an ' 

don ' t - now , like de foot track is go in ' , don ' turn de foo t track back tuh yo ' ,  
Yo ' git chew a piece o f  papah an ' write on dat papah nine times , an ' put it  undah 
de step an ' turn dat foo t track back tuh de house . Dat ' s  tuh come , 

SWEEP 3 TIMES - SALT IN TRACKS GOING AWAY 
TRACKS TURNED BACK - WRITE 9 TIMES 11 COME BACK" 
PUT UNDER STEPS - 9 OR 21 .DAYS HE WILL RETURN 

dat person i s  - an ' if yo '  wan ' dat person tuh 
will come back . 

Dat ' s  fo ' - now tuh go , yo ' turn de track . 
nine time s , " Go . "  

(You turn the track as i f  i t  is going away? ) 

Now , if  yo ' wan ' ' em tuh go . 
(What do you write on that paper 
nine times . )  
Yo ' write , "Come back , come 
back . "  An ' ah don ' care how far 

come back , in nine or 21  days dey 

Dis is de track , yo ' write dat 

Yes . Git chew a handful o f  salt an ' j is '  dash it down an ' sweep 3 time s . D ey 
gone . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 3 ) , 888 : 4 . ] 

5676 . Well , yo ' take a pers on ' s foot track . J is '  lak if yo ' wanta run s ome 
body ' way from town , move ' em ,  yo ' take dere t rack . An ' i f  dey gain ' dataway , 

SWEEP : TRACK P ICKED UP TOE TO HEEL WHILE WALKING 
AT FRONT DOOR WALK BACKWARDS 3 STEPS  - THROW OVER 
LEFT SHOULDER - S ULPHUR OVER RIGHT SHOULDER - SWEEP 
TRACK OUTSIDE OF YARD - OWNER WILL MOVE IN 3 DAYS 

j is '  go by an ' ketch it 
from de toe heah , ketch it 
up from de toe back tuh de 
heel . Walk along an ' don '  
s top an ' pick up de track 
from de to e tuh de heel . 

Yo ' j is ' come ' long dataway an ' carry it on home . An ' soon as yo ' git furt [ far ] 
as yore fron ' do ' s tep , yo ' back back three s teps f rom it an ' throw it r ight ovah 



- Hoodoo - Conj urati on - Witchcraft  - Rootwork - 2 909 

yore lef ' shouldah . Take a l i ' l e  bit o f  sulphur in dis han ' an ' throw it ovah 
de right shouldah . An ' yo ' t ake de broom an '  go tuh sweepin ' it tuh de out side 
of de yard , an ' dem people in les s  t ime den thr ee days , dey goin ' move ' way from 
dere . 

(The track you put it  in your right hand and throw it over your left · shoulder , 
and the sulphur you put it  in your left  hand and throw i t  over your r ight shoul
der . ) 

Yo ' take de track , see  [ demonstrates ] dis is mah lef ' [ side ] . Throw da t ovah 
yore lef ' shouldah . An ' de sulphuh yo '  put it ovah yore r ight shouldah at de 
same place . 

(You us e the dirt from either track? ) 
Yo ' us e i t  from de right track . 
(That is to make a person leave . )  [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1450) , 2631 : 7 . ]  
5 6 7 7 . I f  anyone come in de hous e an ' yo ' didn ' t wan ' dem enemies to  come dere 

any mo ' , as s oon as yo ' s t ep 
'
out on d e out side , yo ' ll g it a pail of  watah an ' 

SWEEP TRACKS AWAY WITH BUCKET OF WATER 
throw de watah down behind ' em an ' sweep 
it �t [ out ] . An ' dat ' s  de s ign da ' chew 
[ that you ] won ' t come back dere any mo ' .  

Throw it  on de flo '  
Va. , ( 3 7 3 ) , 317 : 2 . ] 

56 78 . Well , yo ' 
yore neighborhood -

an' sweep dere tracks o f f . Yo ' do dat on de sly . [ Richmond , 

kin take dat dus t from de feet , if yo ' wanted a person in 
an ' yo ' had a fuss wit ' em - an ' yo ' wanted tuh run ' em away . 

SWEEP UP TRACKS AT 9TH HOUR - CURSE - OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
VITH LEFT HAND - INTO RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

Yo ' goes at de ninth 
hour , yo ' s ee , tuh 
runnin '  watah an ' 
yo ' ll take dis  here  

dust , whut yo ' have swept up  at  de ninth hour , an ' yo ' throws it ovah yore lef ' 
sbouldah wit yore lef ' han ' , no t tuh look back , wi t a curse word . An ' yo ' are 
forced tuh leave unbeknown tuh yore ownself . Yo ' ll pack up . Yo ' ll j is '  leave . 
Yo ' have tuh walk away . [ Richmond , Va . , (431) , 384 : 8 . ] 

56 79 . (Th is woman whom the man has le ft , she would get hold o f  his left 
sock? ) 

Cit holt of ' is lef ' 
• ea  undah de do ' s tep s . 

socks , ' is drawahs , an ' take an ' take dem home , an ' put 
Don' let nobody s ee or know yo ' put ' em undah dere . An ' 

SUEEP BACK INTO HOUSE DEPART ING MAN ' S  TRACKS 
YOU HAVE SPRINKLED WITH SALT 

HIS LEFT SOCK AND DRAWERS UNDER STEP S 

den take yore b room, when he come 
inside de house , an ' sprinkle salt 
down evah ' where he walks . When 
he ' s  goin ' out , don ' sweep it  out 
do ' s ,  sweep it back in de  house . 

Saeep it all back in d e  house . Sweep ' is track all b ack tuh de kitchen , an ' let 
� s tay undah dere , an ' dat will bring ' im back . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513) , 
l681 : 2 . ] 

5680 . Well , if  y o ' want ' im tuh s tay home , 
� he leaves yore hous e ,  yo ' j is '  walk right 

SiEEP DEPARTED MAN ' S  TRACKS BACK UNDER STEPS 
SAY " C OME BACK HERE" _ ,  

evah t ime he star t s  out , evah 
straight on out while his tracks 
hot . An ' .  sweep ' em b ack right 
undahneat ' de steps , say , " Come 
back heah . " Yo ' ain ' t gotta put 
nuthin b ehin ' dat , says , "Yo ' 

ca.e on back heah . Ah ' m  yore wife . Come on back heah . "  An ' yo ' sweep ' is 
tracks right undah dat s teps . An ' evah time yo ' go out , yo ' do dat an ' he ' ll 
ca.e back an ' be s o  nic e .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  (135 1) , 234 2 : 6 . ]  

5681 . D ey c ou ld go on down den an ' dey could take yore track an ' put i t  in 
a tater [potato ] .  
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(You mean an Irish potato? ) 
No s ir ,  a po tatuh , a sweet po tatuh .  Take yo re track an ' put it  in a sweet 

potatuh an' s t op it  back up an ' put a peg in dat tatuh an ' throw it in de rivah , 

SWEET POTATO 
an ' yondah yo ' go .  
(That ' s  t o  send you away? ) 
S end j oo right on away . 

(Do they t ake both tracks or what ? )  
Take de lef ' tra ck , an ' ag ' in dey could take yore right . [ S t . Petersburg , 

Fla . , (1022) , 1653 : 7 . ] 
5 68 2 .  Take de print o f  yore le f ' 

' em ,  an ' in nine day s time yo ' ll be 

TEASP OON - SCRAPE LEFT TRACK TO YOU 
BOTTLE - BURY - 9 DAYS 

foot , about a teaspoon an ' bring it  t oward 
gone . 

(Here ' s  your left-foo t track and you get a 
teaspoon? ) 
Br ing i t  towards yo ' , bring it back towards 
yo ' .  Dey ' ll b e  gone in nine days t ime . 

(What do 
Well , 
5 68 3 .  

you do with that af ter you get i t  i n  the t easpoon? ) 
yo ' kin put i t  in de bot t le an ' bury i t .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (930) , 1511 : 8 .] 

Yo ' kin g i t  d ere tracks , j is '  like ah wuz firs ' tellin ' yuh a while ago 
' bout de rivah , but chew don ' take i t  tuh de rivah . Yo ' take dis  an ' put it in 

a tree an ' le t i t  s tay dere fo ' nine days . An ' den yo ' take a yo ' 
TERRAP IN know , if yo ' don ' t  git  dat wood whut [ has that ] in it [what? ] ,  den 

yo ' ke tch yuh a terrapin . If yo ' kin g i t  one , bo ' [bore ] a hole in 
' is back an ' put dis dirt in dere . An ' he ' ll f inely [ f inally ] go on away j is '  
like a terrap in crawl o f f  somewhere an ' nevah come back any mo ' .  [An o ld note 
o f  mine reads : tPee = aPoss ; 9 days = 9 hours on aPos s . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 5 ) , 
1 5 7 9 : 1 . ] 

5 684 . Now , 
kin put it t uh 

yo '  kin take a sewin ' thimble whut chew have on yore han ' an ' yo ' 
de t oe of a p erson track . Dat is  de lef ' track . An ' yo ' draw da t  

sewin ' thimb le back 
THIMBLE - SCOOP LEFT TRACK TOE TO HEEL - TIE INTO NEW CLOTH 

OVER LEFT SHOULDER - RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
tuh de heel  wit whut 
dirt , yo ' know , [ so 
full o f  dirt ] dat it 

wouldn ' t even draw,  yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' yo ' t ie dat up intuh a piece o f  new clo th 
dat nevah b een used . An ' yo ' ll step tuh a plac e wher e watah runnin ' an ' yo ' throw 
it ovah yore lef ' shouldah an ' don '  look back at it . Dat ' ll run ' em away from 
dere . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 7 ) ,  2170 : 1 . ]  

5685 . [You ] kin take yore foo t track an' take 
of de foot back to de hee l .  An ' dey kin kill yo ' 

a thimb le . Take it from de toe  
wit  dat . 

THIMBLE - TRACK - 9 NEEDLES - BOTTLE - RUNNING WATER 
(Just how do they do that ? )  
Well , dey take dat an ' dey 
put nine needles in . Dey 

take de thimble an ' dey 
in dat s tuf f an ' put it 
die from da t .  

puts a thimbleful o f  it , an ' take it an ' put nine needle s  
i n  a j ar ,  a bot tle , an ' drop it in floatin ' watah an ' yo ' 

(Which track did you say they take , both of them? ) 
De l ef ' track . 
(Take a thimbleful of  the dirt and put nine needles into and put i t  into a 

bot tle . Do you cork i t  up or leave it  open or what ? )  
S top it  up tight as wax . Dat will kill de person . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

( 1 0 27 ) , 1 6 7 0 : 1 . ] 
5 686 . They tell me that they can take the dust from under the right foo t and 

mix that with High John de Conkah and bluestone and alum a nd alo es , and then use 
the word , "God the Father , God the S on ,  and God the Holy Ghos t , "  will bring h im  
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back . And take that then and wrap it in a rag and bury it under their doors tep 

3 HOLY NAMES - ALOES - ALUM - BLUESTONE - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
BURY IN RAG - UNDER DOORSTEP - TAKE UP - WEAR ABOUT BODY 

and le t  it stay 
there f o r  nine 
days . And then 
take it out  and 

put i t  in a rag and wear it around her body , and he ' ll b e  c ompelled to come back . 
[Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , ( 18 2 ) , 400 : 4 . ] 

568 7 . Ah wuz s tayin ' by a wumum one time . 
wumum . 

(What kind o f  woman? ) 

She wuz a disappeahed [ d is sipated ] 

A bad wumum . She wuz a mighty bad neighbah . An ' 
thought ah would try whut wuz tole tuh me tuh try on 

ah didn ' t  lak ' er .  Ah 
' er .  Ah go t s ome of ' er 

3 TIMES : CALL "BY DE NAME OF DE LORD" AN ' THROW LEFT TRACK 
IN SNUFFBOX OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

track , her le f '  
feet , put i t in a 
snuffbox . Go tuh 
de r ivah , calls de 

Lord ' s Name three 
N� of de Lord! 
right s traight on 
203 : 3 . ] 

t imes : By de Name of de Lord! By de Name of de Lord!  By de 
Throw i t  right ovah de le f ' shouldah , don ' t  look back , keep 
in f ront of yo ' . She lef ' dere . [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 288) , 

5688 . Take some sulphuh an ' cayenne peppah wit i t  [ f oo t tra c k ]  an '  change his 
co ' se from where he ' s  trav ' lin ' . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Yo ' take de sand up out de middl e o f  ' is track , de  lef ' - foo t track , an ' put 

some sulphah an ' cayenne peppah in it in a l i ' le rag-lak . Yo ' would make a small 
ball an ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah , an ' make him take a d i f f ' ren ' route 

3 INGREDIENT S : TRACK - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
TIE INTO RAG - OVER LEFT SHOULDER 

DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

f rom de route he ' s  trav ' lin ' . 
(How would you throw i t , j us t  throw 
it over your left s houlder ? )  
Ovah yore lef ' shoulder dis  way 

back af tah yo ' throw it ovah d is 
where he ' s  trav ' lin' . 

[ demons trat es ] .  Jes ' don ' look 
way . Dat makes ' im take a diff ' ren ' route from 

(You throw i t  over on the ground? ) 
Jes ' throw it ovah on de groun ' . [ Brunswic k ,  Ga . ,  (1240) , 2109 : 11 . ] 
5689 . Git ahol t  o f  dat f o o t  track , take up a half o f  a pound of dat firs ' 

track along d ere tuh de toe . Take dat wi t 2 drops o f  vinegah , 2 drops of tur

3 INGREDIENTS :  FOR DRESSING FIRST FOOT TRACK 
TURPENTINE - VINEGAR - COAL OIL 

pent ine , 5 drops o f  c oal oil . 
An ' den dat will draw de man b ack 
home - woman or man . Af tah yo ' 
git all d at tuhget hah , why yo ' 

take dat [ track ]  an'  put it i n  a bo t tle an ' drop dis [ 9  drop s ] on it . An ' den 
yo '  sprinkle dat along where dat , if yo ' are gone away from yore home , yo ' undah
stan ' , sprinkle dat along in de tracks [made a f ter the firs t one ] . Dat ' ll draw 
' tm  along back home . [New Orleans , La . ,  (812) , 114 1 : 4 . ] 

5690 . Ah wuz t ell in ' [ asking ] a ol e man about i t  one day , how tub git  ' er 
away from d e  county [ Charles C ity Co , ] an ' she would nevah come back ag ' in . An ' 

3 PINCHES OF RIGHT TRACK - 3 WHOLE BLACK PEPPERS 
WRAP IN BROWN PAPER - INTO CREEK AT EBB TIDE 

ah ast ' im whut wuz i t .  He 
tole me de f ir s ' t ime ah see 
huh walkin ' by huhs elf , tub 
git  3 pinches of dirt  outa huh 

right foo t , an ' git 3 grains of black p eppah , whole black p epp ahs , an '  wrap it up 
in a p iece o f  brown papah , an ' throw it  in de cr eek at ebb t ide , an ' she would go 
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away f rom de county an ' nevah g it back no mo ' .  Ah saw ' er comin ' down de road 
one day . Ah know it wuz ' uh track an ' ah started tuh git  s ome o f  de dirt . When 
ah s tart ed tuh s toop down s omepin spoke tuh me an ' said , "Let ' uh go o n ,  ah ' ll 
f ix ' uh some day . " So ah didn ' t gi t de dirt an '  le t ' uh go on . In a few days 
s he wuz taken very sick an ' died . [Newpor t News , Va . , while staying at  O ld Point 
Comfor t , Va . ,  ( 28 ) , by Ediphone , happened in Charles City Co . , Va . ,  1911 . ]  

56 91 . You can take a pinch o f  dirt  out of  the hollow of  anyone ' s r i ght - f o o t  
t rack , and take a p inch out o f  the heel , and one out of the toe . Then , go up t o  

3 P INCHES FROM RIGHT TRACK : T OE - CENTER - HEEL 
1 PINCH BURY AT FOOT OF GRAVE WITH GRAVE-FOOT PINCH 
1 PINCH BURY AT HEAD OF GRAVE WITH GRAVE-HEAD P INCH 
1 PINCH INTO RUNNING WATER WITH GRAVE-CENTER PINCH 

WI SHES MADE 

the foot of a grave , take a 
p inch out of  the foo t of  the 
grave and mix it with one o f  
them parts ( from the foot 
t rack ] , and then b ury it at  
the foo t o f  the grave . And 
take up another pinch o f the 

head [ o f  the grave l and mix it with ano ther part [ o f  track dir t ]  and bury that at 
the head of the grave . And take up ano ther pinch at the [ grave ] c enter and mix it 
with the las t part  [ of track dirt ] , carry it  and throw i t  in strong running water . 
And make your wishe s , wish you would go away . That ' ll run any of  them away . [ From 
Doctor Frank Harris , out in coun try , near Suffolk , Nansemond Co . , Va . , by hand . 
For this man , s ee INTRO . , v . l ,  p . XXIX , line 24 f . , and elsewhere . ] 

569 2 ,  Ah heard d ey could , yo ' know, lak dey say yore right foot , chew know , 
an ' i t  wuz in de sand where yo ' could git  it good . Say dey ' d  take three p inches 

3 PINCHE S  FROM TOE - 3 FROM MIDDLE - 3 FROM HEEL 
RIGHT TRACK - IN RAG - INTO RUNNING WATER 

out de toe , an ' den three out 
de heel , an ' den dey ' d  go tuh 
de middle an ' git three pinch
es . An ' af t ah ,  dey wuz sup

posed tuh take dat ,  chew know , an ' put it  in a rag an ' throw it  in runnin '  watah , 
an ' turn yo r e  back an ' not look back . An ' den yo ' wuz supp os ed tuh travel .  Yo ' 
nevah s upposed t uh be satisf ied nowheres yo ' go , yo ' know . 

(That ' s  the right idea [ that ' s what I want ] . )  [ P e t ersburg , Va . ,  (44 8 ) , 4 23 : 7 .] 
5 6 9 3 . Now , j is '  lak yo ' say at de star t b a ck dere , ah would wan ' a do yo ' some 

evil . An ' ah ' d  gi t up b e tween midnight an ' day j is '  b efo ' de sun rise , but ah ' d  
have tuh have some o f  yore urine watah or yore t rack . An ' ah ' d take dat an ' ah ' d  

3 TIMES DAILY : SUNRI SE - NOON - SUNSET 
SAY "CARRY MAH ENEMY AWAY" OVER TILTED TIN BOX HOLDING 
� (OR URINE) - QUICKS ILVER - BRIMSTONE - BLUESTONE 

mix i t  wit - it ain ' t  
p owdah , i t ' s  a quick
s ilvah [ and ]  brimstone . 
Yo ' take dat brims tone 
an ' ah ' d  have some of 

yore urine wa tah an ' yo ' d mix some b lues tone wit , j is '  lak yo ' s ay .  An ' yo ' take 
dat an ' y o ' git chew a tin b ox , yo ' know , whut de l id will fasten down o n ,  an ' yo ' 
p u t  dat in dat box.  Yo ' bo ' li ' le holes in de  bot tom of  de box .  Yo ' don ' put no 
liquid in dat , j is '  dat powdah . An ' den set dat - de sun goin ' tuh rise , yo ' set  
i t  dis  way [demons trates ] . Yo ' don '  lay it  complete down , j is '  kinda tilt i t . 
Yo ' set it  s o  when de sun rise  i t ' ll come ovah i t .  

Brims tone , b lues tone an ' quicksilvah . 
(You bury that towards the sunrise . )  
Yes , toward de sunris e .  Yo ' s ee de sun rise  on it  an ' go ovah . D is part o f  

it  tuh d e  sunr is e .  An ' dat li ' le box , whosomevah i s  doin ' dis , d ey go t s ome 
words dey use three times a day : in de mornin ' dey us es some words , dinnahtime 
dey us e some words , when de sun go down dey use dose same words . 

(What do  they use? ) 
" Carry mah enemy away . "  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1144) , 186 7 : 9 . ] 
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5694 . An ' d e n  yo ' kin take three of ' is lef ' tracks , j is '  lak yo ' git ' em 
from de toe . Evah time yo ' go ,  b efo ' yo ' git ' em ,  yo ' call ' is name . An '  evah 

3 LEFT TRACKS OF HIS TAKEN - HI S NAME CALLED EACH TIME 
2 SPLINTERS FROM LIGHTNING-STRUCK TREE - HIS LONG , HERS SHORT 

HIS ON TOP OF HERS - SUGAR - SEWED INTO CLOTH - SHE WEARS 

one yo ' git yo ' 
call ' is name . 
An ' den yo ' take 
dat track an ' go 
tuh a lightnin ' -

struck tree an ' git  two splintahs o ffen i t . Have one shortah den de o thah . An ' 
den yo ' take dis heah - let yourn be  short an ' his ' n  be long . Well yo ' lay h is ' n  
up on top o f  yo ren . [ The symbolism of  th e 2 splinters is  quite revealing ! ] An ' 
den yo ' gi t a teaspoonful o f  sugah an ' put on dere . An ' den yo ' sew i t  up in a 
piece of clo th an ' weah i t . Dat ' ll make ' im love yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1090) , 
1758 : 6 . ] 

569 5 .  Yo '  t ake de foot tracks a f tah it rains . Wai t  till it  rains . An ' when 
it rains yo '  watch fo ' dat person whosomevah yo ' wanted tuh harm . Yo ' watch fo ' 
dem, an ' when he done pass an ' gone by on ' is bus iness , why yo ' come out an ' git 

3 TRACKS - AFTER A RAIN - IN PAPER BAG - INTO RIVER - WITH 
3 INGREDIENTS : EGG - HOT STUFF [PEPPER SAUCE ]  - YEAST 

three tracks up . 
(How do you pick 
them up now? ) 

up wi t chure han ' , 
lak dis an ' yo ' go 
dat in d ere . 

Well , yo ' p ick ' em 
j is '  de whole  track , yo ' see . Yo ' p ick one up [ demons trates ] 
an ' yo ' pick de o thah one up . Yo ' have a papah bag an ' put 

(You pick up three tracks ? )  
Y eah , an ' yo ' take a papah bag an ' put dat in . All right yo ' take dat an' put 

dat in , an ' yo ' go home an ' yo ' git  chew a aig , yo ' git chew some hot s tuff an ' 
some yeast  box - de ten-cent box yeast box , do ' [ t hough] dey got  a b ig box , an ' 
yo ' be  ballin '  dat up . An ' yo ' take dat an ' throw dat in de rivah . 

(What do yo u throw in the river? ) 
De tracks . 
(What do you do with the s tuff you whip up ? ) 
Yo ' whip all that up tuhgethah ,  yo ' undahstan ' , den yo ' put i t  back in a 

heaviah papah bag , an ' yo ' throw it ovah yore lef ' shouldah out tuh de Miss ' ipp i 
Rivah , yo ' undahs tan ' .  Or if  i t ' s  a gut tah where i t ' s  runnin ' watah it ' s  all 
r i ght . [RUNNING WATER IN A GUTTER IS MENTIONED HERE THE FIRST TIME IN HOODOO . ]  
Well , dat ' ll be all o f  i t , s e e .  

(What will that do ? )  
Dat ' ll j is '  s end ' im down, dat he won ' talk . Yeah , dat cripples ' im. 
( I t  won ' t s end him away or anything? ) 
No , it  j is '  s ends 'im down , he cain ' t do nuthin . [Algier s , La . , (1596) , 

3001 : 5 . ] 
56 9 6 . If  yo ' wan ' ' em tuh go , yo ' don ' wan ' ' im tuh s tay , git  choo a tab l e

spoonful o f  salt , a tablespoon whut dey call cayenne peppah . Git choo a r ed 

3 TRACKS - SALT - RED PEPPER - "SHE" SALTPETER - RED FLANNEL BAG 
3 MORNINGS MEET SUNRISE - URINATE ON BAG - THROW INTO RIVER 

f lannin rag 
now , an ' git 
sal tpeter -
woman sa Zt

pe ter. Yo ' know it ' s  two kinds , a she sa ltpe ter an ' dere a h e  s a l tpe ter . Yo ' 
git  de she.  Take yo ' a t easpoonful an ' put it dere an ' put it - make a li ' le . 
red-flannin sack an ' put i t  down in dere . Well , now if  yo ' know dis  party , yo ' 
watch ' er walk . Yo ' count de t racks as dey walk . Yo ' count  de t racks lak dey 
3 right-foot tracks . Yo ' j is '  take it  from de toe ,  An ' take it up , po ' it in 
dat sack , Sew i t  up . Yo ' meet  de sun three ·mawnin ' s  as  it ris e ,  an ' wet on it . 
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Take it t uh  de rivah befo ' de rise de fo ' th day , an '  throw i t  in dere . Ah don ' 
care where yo ' wan ' ' em tuh go , dey ' ll leave dere . Dey can ' t s tay . 

(WHAT ' S  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN " SHE" AND "HE" SALTPETER? ) 
DE " SHE" IS A LARGE LUMP AN '  DE "HE" I S  IN LI ' LE B ITA CRUMB S . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , ( 9 67 ) , 1562 : 10 . ] 
5 6 9 7 . Takin ' yore track , j is '  f ind 

where yo ' track , take i t  up an ' put i t  
yore track . An ' dey ' ll take d e  soil j is '  
intuh a envelope , or intuh anything dat 

would come tuh be air
3 DAYS - KEEP AIRTIGHTED TRACK - THEN BURY AT YOUR HOME t ight . An ' dey keep 

dat f o ' three days . 
An ' d en aftah de three days , why dey take it an ' bury i t  
dey claim in d at way , why dey kin make yo ' think well o f  
' em an ' be nice tuh ' em . I f  yo ' b e  cruel , why it ' l l cuz 
dem , stay wit ' em .  

- bury yore track . An '  
' em ,  make yo ' s t ay wit 
yo ' tuh come tuh love 

(Where would you bury this track? ) 
Why dey would bury it  s omewhere roun ' dere dwellin ' - where d ey be livin ' , 

where dey wan ' dat person tuh s tay . 
(Do they take up j us t  one track or both of  them or does it  make any dif fer

ence? )  
Well , dey would always lak tuh have de r ight track , d e  right t rack . [ S t .  

P etersburg , Fla . , ( 988) , 159 3 : 10 . ] 
569 8 . Mah gran ' mo thah said da t yo ' could take dat track up an ' wrap i t  up , 

an ' yo ' could tote i t  roun ' in yore pocket fo ' ' bout three days , an ' throw it  in 

3 DAYS - CARRY TRACK - THEN THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
a stream of watah . As 
long as dat watah runnin ' 
why yo ' ll b e  crazy , an ' 

as long as dat watah runnin '  yo ' be goin ' p laces . Yo ' won ' s tay in one plac e ,  
yo ' b e  goin ' j is '  keep goin ' ; j is '  keep yo ' upset  an '  worried until  dat watah 
s top . In o thah words , long as de watah run yo ' upset . 

(You take ei ther track? ) 
No s ir ,  yo ' take de lef ' t rack . {Waycross , Ga . ,  (1080) , 1 7 4 7 : 14 . ] 
5699 . Dey take a person dat ' s  go in ' from yo ' .  D ey make a new paddle out of  

a shingle or a bo ' d of  any kind ; j is '  so  dat  chew make a paddle out of  i t  - lak 

3 DAYS IN POCKET - CARRY NEW WOOD PADDLE 
SCOOP UP TRACK - OVER LEFT SHOULDER , SAYING , 

" IN THE NAME OF GOD , RETURN" 

a spoon-lak , yo ' know . Yo ' carry 
it  in yore pocket three days , 
knowin where dat party ' s  track i s , 
an ' yo ' ketch de sand out o f  de 
hollah of dere foo t , SCOOP IT OVAH 

YO ' LEF ' SHOULDAH [s ee later ] . Yo ' pray dis prayah , it ' s  de s ame thing , says ,  
In de Name of God, re turn . An ' go on . Throw de paddle ovah dere an ' dey ' ll come 
back . [The preceding words SCOOP IT OVAH YO ' LEF ' SHOULDAH mean that you kneel 
down b ehind the depart ing tracks , push the paddl e forward under one of the tracks , 
say , "In the Name of  God , return , "  and carefully lift  the paddle , throw the dirt 
back over your le f t  shoulder - that is , towards  your home . ] [ S t .  P et ersburg , 
Fla . , (989) , 1595 : 7 . ] 

5700 . She ' s  livin ' no t far from me an ' ah s een ' er do dis . She would git up 
evah mawnin ' de time she knowed dis man wuz goin ' tuh ' i s  work . An ' she ' d  go on 

3 MORNINGS - SHE PICKS UP MAN 1 S LEFT TRACK 
ADDS SALT - WEARS BETWEEN HER BREAST S 

out - ah git tuh d e  windah dere an ' 
ah look - an ' she ' d p ick up ' is 
track , three mawnin ' s .  She picked 
up j is '  one t rack , his lef ' track . 

She p icked it  up from de heel an ' bring it  up di saway , from de heel tuh de  toe . 
An ' put it in a rag an'  put i t  in ' er bosom an ' put s ome salt  in it , becuz she 
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�le me dat ' s  de way she fixed it . An ' d i s  man on de fo ' th mawnin ' he wu z  back 
tub ' er house . He wuz stayin ' wit ' er but anothah woman wuz goin ' tuh take ' im 
away from ' er an ' wuz gi t t in ' ' im back . An ' he wondahed how it  come he wuz back 
dere . Ah tole him ah didn ' t  know . Ah didn ' t tell ' im nuthin , yo ' know , she ' d  
bein ' doin ' . An ' she said de nex ' evenin ' when ah come home , "Ah , " she says , 
"John ' s back . Ah tole j ah ah wuz gon ' a  gi t ' im back . " Ah said , "Did j ah? " She 
said , "Yeh . " Ah says , "Yo ' s all tight . "  [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 238 ) , 1 6 2 : 7+85 . ]  

5 7 0 1 .  Yo ' gits  a person ' s foot track . Yo ' drag i t  b ack three time s - gits  
i t  from de t o p  o f  d e  ri ght track , an ' drag  it  back tuh yo ' three times . Git s 

3 TIMES - DRAG TO YOU - RI GHT TRACK - INTO RUNNI NG WATER 
some from each t ime ,  
an ' carry it tuh run
nin ' watah an ' throw 

it in d ere . An ' yo ' kin run da t person away 
(Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (144 2 ) , 2611 : 3 . ] 

f rom town an ' he ' ll be gone fo ' evah . 

5702 . Dey gi ts de track an ' ket ch a toad an ' cut de toad open an ' put de 
track intuh dat toad . An ' put ' em on top o f  a house wher e de sun kin shine an ' 

TOAD OR FROG 
de rain kin fall on ' em .  Dat will p ro b ' ly give ' em T . B .  ' s .  
(What track do you take in thi s cas e ? ) 
D e  lef ' foo t , de heart  one - s ide o f d e  heart all de  time . 

(Charles t on ,  S .  Car . , ( 518 , DoatoP Nelson , s ee p . 2 2 60) , 60 7 : 1 . ] 
5 7 0 3 . Take frogs - j is '  lak i f  yo ' wanta run a person o f f , ket ch a live 

frog an ' split  ' im wide open . Yo ' take a person track - yo ' t ake both of ' is 
track an'  put one cro s sways , cut i t  dis way [ d emonstrat e s] . 

IOAD OR FROG - SPLIT OPEN - LENGTHWI S E  AND CROS SWISE 
Dr1'0 FROG SPRINKLE RI GHT TRACK UP AND DOWN - LEFT ACROSS  
SEW UP FROG - PUT I N  GREEN GOURD - 9 STEP S BACKWARDS TO 
A LDNG TIDE - OVER SHOULDER - "GO , GO" - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

(You cut tha t frog 
lengthwis e and cro s s
wise  - cro ss like an 
"X" . All right . )  
Yo ' put de r ight track 
straigh t  up an ' down , 

de lef t  track yo ' cro ss es dat . Dat cro sses up ' is mind an ' he ' ll dr i f t  an ' drift 
an '  dri ft . Dat crosses up ' is mind , see . An ' den yo ' sew ' im back up an ' yo ' 
pat ' im  into a green gourd . Put ' im in an ' stop it up . 

A green gourd , dat ' s  right , an'  go where de tide is got t a  go a long ways , an ' 
yo ' walk dere , an ' when yo ' git tuh d i s  r ivah yo ' walk nine s teps backward s  an ' 
throw it ovah , say , " Go ,  Go . "  An' throw i t  ovah . Don ' look back , j is '  walk from 
de rivah an ' keep agoin ' . An ' he ' ll go . 

(You say " Go "  twi ce ? )  
Yassuh . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1200) , 2 0 3 7 : 2 . ] 
5 7 04 . Foo t t rack - j is '  lak yo ' make a track out heah in d e  s o il . Yo ' know 

abut yo ' could do wi t dat ? Take it  an ' put i t  in a snuffbox an ' put it in a 

DAIN - TRACK IN SNUFFBOX - INTO SHOE OF BOXCAR 
boxcar , in de shoe of  a b ox
car , an ' yo ' be travelin ' all 
de t ime ,  goin ' an ' yo ' don ' 

kaov where yo ' goin ' at . 
(Either track? ) 

Yo ' ll nevah s tay one plac e .  

Either one , put i t  i n  a snuf fbox . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1210) , 2045 : 5 . ] 
5705 • .  Well , if  a person make yo ' mad an ' yo ' wan ' ' em tuh leave dat town , yo ' 

pt ' is lef t track , an ' if  yo ' come tuh a railroad anywhere , yo ' take an ' g i t  

!lAIN - ON TOP O F  MOVING - THROW LEFT TRACK 
SAY ING , "QQ., YOU SON-OF-A-BITCH" 

some of  dat dirt where dat train 
run out , an ' throw i t  on da t train , 
an ' say , "Go , yo ' son-of-a-b itch . " 
An ' j is ' as long as  train will run , 

lle ' ll  try tuh ket ch up wit i t .  Don ' care where . Yo ' chunk i t  right on top de 
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train . An ' j i s ' as long as dat t rain will go , don ' care i f  outa d e  s tate , he ' ll 
t ry tub ke tch i t .  When da t train stop he ' ll s top . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1503) , 
2 6 70 : 6 . ] 

5 7 06 . Well , i f  it ' s anybody yo ' wanta git out of 
track , de right-foot  track an ' take a teaspoonful of 

town , git dere right-han ' 
dirt outa it  an ' mix it wit 

FREIGHI' TRAIN - THROW INTO - " IN DE NAME OF D E  FATHAH , GO" 
RIGHT TRACK AND SULPHUR BURNED - T I ED INT O FLANNE� 

sulphuh an ' burn i t . 
An ' t ie it up in a 
f lannel rag an ' go 
tuh where a freight 

train go ' long , an '  j is '  pu t it down der e .  Throw i t  i n  dere a s  d i s  freight train 
go ' long an ' say , "In d e  Name of d e  Fathah ,  go . "  

(You throw that int o  the freight t rain? ) 
Yessuh .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1437 ) ,  2602 : 7 . ] 
5 70 7 . Go out de fo ' ks of de road an ' pick up some kinda dirt yo ' know an ' 

git chure track out dere , an ' carry it tub a railroad . An ' put i t  in a papah 
sack an ' tie  it on a carbox , an ' when de train go in ' - don ' t make no dif f ' rence 

FREIGHT TRAIN CARBOX - TIE TO IN PAPER SACK 
FOOT TRACK FROM FORKS OF ROAD 

how fur de t rain goes ,  dat car
box runnin ' , yo ' fo llah right 
b ehin ' dat carbox . 
(They have to get your track out 

o f  the forks of the road in ord er to do that ? )  
Yes . 
(They put i t  in the carbox? ) 
Right b ehin ' de carbox on de bumpah [bumper ] .  
(Are you a railroad man? ) 
Yes s ir ,  ah used tuh be a railroad man . Ah heard dat in a railroad town onc e . 

Dat ' s  de reason ah know . [Waycross , Ga . , (1192) , 1 7 59 : 9 . ]  
5 708 . Take de graveyard [dirt ] 

TRAIN - PUT ON - TRACK AND GRAVEYARD D IRT SACKED an '  de dirt from yore track . 
(Either track? ) 

Both tracks ,  de dirt outa b oth tracks an ' sack it  up , an ' put it  on some t ra in or 
s ompin ,  an ' ' long as de car runs , yo ' ll run . Run yo ' plumb away .  [Wi lson ,  N .  
Car . , ( 1482 ) , 2659 : 1 6 . ] 

5 7 0 9 . D ey say i f  anyb ody in yore town dat chew don '  lak , yo ' j is '  g it grave
yard dirt an ' yore [ this person ' s le ft ] track an ' put some red peppah an ' gun

powder in i t , 
TRAIN TRACK - SPRINKLE ON - HIS TRACK - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER an ' care [ carry ] 

it  tuh de rail
road t rack , an ' dis a vich [which ] vay [way ] yo ' put it on de track [ that is  the 
direction in which this pers on will  trave l ] . Dey say j i s ' sprinkle it along on 
de track , an ' if de train ket ch it , den d ey won ' have no mo ' trouble wit j oo .  
Dey say dat [ foo t ] track a-make yo ' go tuh de s tation an ' ketch de t rain , an ' de 
track dat dey put i t  on will be de t rain dat choo leave on.  [Wilmington , N . Car . , . 

( 20 5 ) , 112 : 8+85 . ]  
BOXCAR - NAIL ON SIDE OF - BOX HOLDING FOOT TRACK 5 7 1 0 . D ey take de track an '  

put i t  in runnin '  watah an ' 
cuz yo ' tuh go away . D en dey kin take it an ' put it in a li ' le box an ' nail de  
side of a b oxcar . An ' fur as dis train will go , yo ' ll keep goi n '  - yo ' ll nevah 
turn back . 

(They take ei ther track? )  
E ithah track . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 249 2 : 2 . ] 
5 7 11 . Take gunpowdah an ' a man tr ack , or a woman track , an ' sal t , peppah an ' 

carry i t  to a red antb  nes t on a railroad an ' say to it  whut chew want done , an ' 
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i t  will be done . 
TRAIN TRACK - ANT NE S T  ON - PUT IN 

fOOT TRACK - GUNPOWDER - SALT - PEPPER 
(You j ust  put it t here , you don ' t do 
anything else to it ? ) 
Jes ' s t ir it roun ' an ' TALK TO IT AS YO ' 

STIRRIN ' AROUND ; an ' whut chew want done to  i t , i t  will be  done . [The pla c e  
collected and numb er of informant have t emporar ily b een los t . ]  

5 7 12 . We ll , dey kin take yo ' foo t  t rack an ' dey kin put i t  in a box . 
(Which foo t t rack do they take , either one? ) 
Take eithah one o f  ' em an '  put i t  in a box , an ' shet yo ' foot track up in dat 

box an ' carry yo '  foo t track away , an ' b ury i t  in some great b ig ole wood in some 

YalE - BURY TRACK IN FOREST 
tree an '  let i t  s tay dere . An ' yo ' ll git tuh de 
place where yo ' can ' t walk . Yo ' ll nevah have no 
mo ' good atall , yo ' won ' b e  no good tuh yo ' s elf . 

Paralyze yo ' ,  yo ' can ' t walk atall . [ Fayet t evill e , N .  Car . , ( 14 1 5 ) , 2547 . ] 
5713 . Yo ' want s  whut could ah do tuh make yo ' move out dis hous e .  Well , all 

right , ah ' ll t ell yo ' .  Now , ah could git s ome of yore track . Yo ' make a track 

YREE - HANG ON - TIED SACK WITH TRACK - TO BE BLOWN BY WIND 
on de groun ' • An ' 
ah ' m  gona take dat 
track up an ' ah ' m  

� put dat track in a sack or t ie i t  up in a rag . An ' ah ' m  gona ca ' y  [ carry 
it out , way out in de woods , an ' ah ' m gona hang it up ; an ' ah ' m  not gona look 
back at i t . An ' yo ' gona move . 

(Where are you go ing t o  hang t hat ? )  
Bang i t  ' way up in d e  tree , out in de woods . 
(Will yo u take either one o f  my tracks or j ust  one track? ) 
J is ' take e ithah one of  ' em ,  j is ' one . 
(That will make me move . )  [Little Rock , Ark . , (about 8 9 0) , 1459 : 1 . ] 
5714 . Yo ' git  a r ight track j is '  lak dis . [ Informant then demons trated this 

ri� at a dis tance from the microphone while I comment . ] (You get the person ' s 
ri&ht foot t rack , j us t  the upper par t  of  i t , and fac e the sun . You pull this 
tr.ack away from the s e t t ing sun , and p ut this in a bag and hang i t  over the limb 
of a tree . ) An ' dey walk undah it lak dat . Dat run ' em away f rom town . [ Wil
�on , N .  Car . , ( 2 76) , 1 9 5 : 2+8 5 . ]  

5715 . Jis ' lak ah ' m  on de way now up town . Ah ' m  on mah way up an ' mah min ' is 
.. town. Ah go t some paht ic ' lah bus iness ah wanta ' tend [ at tend ] tuh , an ' ah ' m  on 

l!!:!,, WHITE OAK - TAKE DIRT 3 T IME S  FROM 3 TRACKS - 3 PODS 
8ED PEPPER - TIE IN NEW CLOTH - SEW INTO BAG WITH LONG STRING 

TIE TO TREE SO IT KIN SWING. , • EVAH TIME DE WIN ' BLOW 

de way , now.  Den 
yo ' ll git some of 
' is track , undah
s tan ' . Yo ' stan '  
where he ' s  ga in ' ,  

._ direct ion dat he ' s gain ' . Take some of ' is trac ks three times - take dat d ir t  
.. ou ta  his track three t imes , an ' den put d a t  i n  a piece  o f  new cloth an ' b ind 
1£ up .  Put three pods o f  red peppah in wit i t . An ' den take dat an ' sew it up 
... put a long s tring about dat long an ' s o  it kin swing i t . Sew dat string j is '  
.. ta�y an ' evah t ime de  win ' blow , dat swing . He ' s  again ' . 

�ere do you t i e  that up ? )  
Ties it up on a white oak in de woods . Jis ' take i t , tie i t  up in d ere . He 

caa' t  stay becuz ' is min ' altuhgethah from dere . 
(In other words you take that track , you take i t  three t imes out o f three 

�ferent t racks - one r ight aft er the o ther ? )  
Yessuh . 
(The same thing as  that other one you told me about , about taking all the 

dKee tracks ? )  
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Dat ' s right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2398 : 3 . ] 
5 716 . Yo ' take a mockin ' b ird ' s nes t  an ' yo ' burn it 

it , an ' us e  it  in makin ' a man or a woman go ' way . Yo ' 

TREE - TO SWING ON WHITE OAK - TIE WITH LONG NEW STRING 
BAG WITH TRACK AND MOCKINGBIRD-NEST ASHE S 

an ' git de ashes out of 
take dat wi t some of  dere 

tracks an ' hang dat up 
ag ' in wit a long string . 
T ie i t  up wit a piece 
of  new clo th . Put it 

in a cloth have nevah been worn , an ' put dat in dere wit a long string on it . 
Hang it up on a white oak an ' it will swing . Hit will make ' em  go o f f . DERE SO 
MANY WAYS TUH

. MAKE A PERSON GO OFF . [ Sumt er , S ,  Car . ,  (1361) , 2401 : 3 . ] 
5 7 1 7 . I f  dey ketch yore track where yo ' make a t rack at , dey kin take dat 

track. Git a thread of any kin ' an ' measure it from toe tub heel , undahs tan ' ,  

TREE - MEASURE TRACK TOE TO HEEL - ADD QUICKSILVER 
PUT IN SWINGING BIRD NE ST 

an '  take de dirt up an ' put 
it in [ put in] quicksilvah , 
an ' put it in a swing ing 

in yo re grave . [Yo ' ll s wing into y our grave 
it ' s  a bird nes t  yo ' know up in a tree . Put 

(And which foo t  do they get , both feet ? ) 

b ird nes t , an ' yo ' ll walk 
would have b een b etter . ] Jis ' lak 
it up dere where de birds go . 

No , de right feet . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 5 ) , 1465 : 1 . ] 
5718 . De cocklebur . 
(That ' s  a bush , isn ' t it , with s t ickers on i t ?  What do they do with that ? )  
Say yo ' kin hang anything up in dat tree an ' i f  yo ' want me t uh go , ah ' m  gone . 

Dey say , all yo ' got ta do if yo ' s  mad wid me , yo ' take my track an ' put it  in a 

TREE : TRACK - RED PEPPER - BOTTLED 
TIEii:fN COCKLEBUR TREE - WIND TWIRLS IT 

cup or a b ottle , wit s ome red peppah 
an ' hang it up in dat t ree . 
(What kind o f  a tree . ) 
A cocklebur . Evah time when de win ' 

blows , s ee dat cup will go roun ' an '  roun ' dat way an ' come back dataway [ unwind 
the other way ] ; an ' when dat str ing rott en an ' broke , den ah ' m  gone . 

(How high is that cocklebur tree? ) 
Ooh s ome of it  real high an ' some of  ' em - de young ' un ain ' t so  high . 
(It  has those  lit tle s tickers on i t ,  hasn ' t  i t ,  those  little bur s ?  The cock

lebur ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
[Cocklebur appears twice in FACI , 1st  ed . , but the present rite is  the fir s t  

and only time I ever heard of  a cocklebur tree ! Does he mean ches tnut , buckeye , 
sweet gum , or wha t ? ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1370) , 24 28 : 5 . ] 

5719 . Take yo ' track an ' rake it from de toe back tuh de heel . Dey take dat 
sand an ' dey t ie it up in a rag an '  it hangs dere fer so many days . Have it tied 

TREE : HANGING FROM - TRACK TIED IN RAG - WITH 9 P INS AND 
�EDLES CROS SED - RUNS YOU AWAY - HANGING FROM CENTER OF 
CEILING OR UNDER MIDDLE OF BED - CAUSES CONFUSION IN HOME 

up in a tree or a 
c eilin ' . Hangs it 
in de centah dere . 
Dey puts nine stick 
pins in it , two 

needle s . Go acro s s  lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  p ins 
an ' down , right across dere . Now , dat ' s  tuh run 
s o  dat yo ' can ' t git along wit nobody dere . 

lak dis ; j is '  put de needles up 
yo ' away f rom dere . Do yo ' harm 

(Now they take up that track , they get s ix [ nine ] pins. and two needles .  And 
what do they do with those? ) 

Take an ' put d e  pins dis way [demons t rate s ] . 
(Put the pins one way . ) 

Put de pins dis way an ' d i s  way , an ' de  middle pin goin ' cro s s  dem two needles 
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right ' cros s  dere . 
( I  see ,  they make a cro ss . 
Tie de things  up . 

Then what do they do with those thingsl ) 

( I  see , they tie that foo t  track and these needles and pins in a rag . ) 
Oat ' s  de one dat • • • 

2919  

[I  int errupt . Informant was about to say , "Oat ' s  de one dat keep yo ' confus
ed. " ]  

(Then what do they do with that rag ? )  
Take an ' tie i t  u p  an ' put i t  at d e  cornah o f  yo ' baid . [Previously inform

ant said c enter o f  c eiling . Bed or ceiling causes confus ion in home . ]  D ey takes 
de track an ' yo ' tie  dat dirt up in a tree , tuh a limb tuh a tree . Dat ' s  tuh make 
yo ' leave . 

(What foot  track do they take ? )  
D e  lef ' foot t rack . 
(What do they t ie it up in? ) 
Piece of rag , j is '  in any kinda rag . 
(What do they do with that foo t track with tho se needles and pins in? What do 

they do with that ? )  
Tie it undah yore baid . Da t ' s  tuh keep yo ' confused . Yo ' an ' yore family are 

confused . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 594) , 7 66 : 1 . ] 
5 7 20 •. Yes sir , yo ' take nine p ins ; new pins , see . 
( Straight p ins . )  
[ Ordinary pins in Hoodoo are frequently called s traight . ] 
An ' three of  ' em wi t de po int dataway [demonstrates ] ,  three wit de point dat

away , an ' three wit de point dataway . Wrap ' em . kinda [ demons trate s ] . 

TREE - 9 NEW PINS STUCK INTO - EACH 3 FORMING 
3-SPOKE WHEEL - BUT FIRST 2 P INS CROSSED IN 
VICTIM' S TRACK - FINALLY WE HAVE A 6-SPOKE WHEEL 

(Just l ike - a cro ssing-like 
like a b ig "X" . )  
An ' j is '  wrap ' em up an ' st ick 
anywhere yo ' want a s tick ' em ,  
yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' yo ' s tick 

dem pins dere fo ' nine days . If yo ' wanta j is '  do ' way wit de fellah or evah who 
i ' tis  [ it i s ] , j is '  let d em  p in s tay dere 9 days .  An ' aftah dem nine days , yo ' 
go an ' git dem pins an ' stick ' em  right down a t  de foot of de tree . Whos omevah 
yo ' put ' em on , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' dat will disapp eah dem .  

(Where do you s tick those p ins the first time though? ) 
J i s ' stick ' em  right in a tree . 
(No , the f ir s t  time you s t ick them , b efore 
S tick ' em in a tree , sti ck ' em in lak dat , 
(Well , how do I know that I ' m going to get 

pins ? )  

you put  them away? ) 
chew know . 
the right fellow by using these 

[ Informant merely has the person in mind , which is suf f icient ; but ins tead of 
saying I have him in mind or ment ally name him , informant now creates the new rite 
by cro s s ing two o f  the pins in t he person ' s track . ] 

Well , if yo ' know who i ' tis , yo '  kin git ' im .  Yo ' kin g it ' im by takin ' two 
of dem p ins an ' watchin ' . Yo ' know ' im.  Jis ' go tuh ' is track where somevah he 
.eke i t , an ' j is '  take two o f  dem pins an ' cro s s  it . 

(Cro ss them in the track? ) 
Yeah . An' den take dem up an ' wrap ' em tuhgethah . An ' when yo '  do da t yo ' 

will known d en dat [ you have the right man] . An ' dem p ins , yo ' take dem pins 
from up heah [ on the tree ] an ' put ' em down heah [ on the tree ] . Yo ' ll j is '  wat ' 
chureself [watch yourself ] .  

(Now , these two pins ar e taken out o f  these nine p ins ? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
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(You cros s them in 
and s tick t hem in the 
bury them in the foot 
or kill him or what? )  

his track , and pick them up and put these nine pins toge ther 
tree . Then they s tay there nine days and you take them and 
of the tree . And that sends him away . Does it run him away 

Run ' im away . He ' ll nevah come back no mo ' ,  an ' won ' give yo ' any trouble . 
[ Before informant removed 2 pins to  cross in victim ' s track , the 9 pins were 

stuck into a piece o f  cloth to look like a man walking f ( this being a walking 
or s ending cauay ri te ) , each l ine being tripled . Ill and /'.. forming the spokes in 
a 3-spoke wheel or the third o f  a circ l e .  By 4r �crossing thes e separate 3 pins 
as a group over a common center we obtain a 6- spoke wheel � found elsewhere in 
Hoodoo. ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1024 ) , 1656 : 2 . ] 

5 7 2 1 . (Have you ever heard o f  a person gett ing hold of  your foot track and 
do ing something wi th that t o  harm you? ) 

Well , dey kin . 
(What could they do  with that? ) 
Well , dey kin take dat , take dat wit gunpowdah , 

call yo ' an ' yo ' answah . Dat ' s  yo ' .  Dey go t yore 
an ' whil e yo ' are s leepin ' , 
spirit den.  See , dey got  

TREE : VICTIM' S TRACK MIXED WITH GUNPOWDER - CATCH HI S SPIRIT 
�ALLING HIS NAME - POUR MIXTURE INTO SPLIT IN GUM TREE 

chure spirit . 
See dat ' s  all 
dey want . An ' 
den dey kin take 

it tuh a tree , say a gum tree , an ' dey kin split dat gum tree an ' tack it up in 
dere . 

(What do they tack up in there? )  
Dey kin tack or e ithah kin splice [ spli t ]  i t  [ tree ] . Put dat r ight in . 
(What do they put in? ) 
Put d e  track - put de t rack in dere . S ee ,  de tree will burn . 
(What do they do with that gunpowder ? )  
Dat gunpowdah will keep i t  hot . Keep yo ' hot .  Yo ' can ' t stay no one place . 

Yo ' nevah be  contented . 
[ In the present rite  a par t o f  the vic t im ' s spirit , his foot track , has 

already b een caught and mixed with gunpowder in a bottle - s e e  PART OF SP IRIT 
EQUALS WHOLE SPIRIT ,  p . 2lf . For good measure informant now catches spirit  re
maining in vic t im' s body by calling his name and closing bot t l e  when he answers 
(see TO CATCH A SPIRI T ,  p . 24 f . ) .  Whether these two wholes or two parts  of  the 
spirit unite in the bot t le , or the gunpowder keeps them danc ing apart , I do not 
know. Evildoer pours contents of  bottle  into a split  made in gum tree and re
moves wedge .  The word gum adds to the confusion . ] [Charleston ,  s .  Car . , ( 516) , 
601 : 4 . ] 

5 7 2 2 . Den ag ' in yo ' could 
she ' s  comin ' home , git behin ' 

�: 3 TIMES FROM 3 TRACKS 
RED PEPPER - NEW CLOTH 

IN SPLIT LIMB OF GREEN TREE 

take up a t rack - yo ' 
' er an '  take de track 
j is '  lak she ' s  comin ' 
times . 
(Where would you take 
toe or the toe to the 

pulls up dat track . When 
de same way she ' s goin ' , 
home . Yo ' take it three 

it from , the heel to the 
heel? ) 

Take i t  f rom de heel 
she ' s go in ' home . Take it three time . 

an ' carry it to de toe , ' cuz 

(You take it three time s . You mean three s teps or all out of one? ) 
Take de l eas ' leetle bit  about a half a teaspoonful , den po ' dat in yore han ' 

an ' take it an ' git nine . Git i t  nine time s , make it three times three . Put dat 
in d ere an ' den take de red peppah an ' put it tuhge thah . Put i t  in a bran ' -new 
piece of  clo th an ' t ake it an ' s ew it . Sew i t  up an ' s tick i t  in a green tree , 
in de limb , an ' let i t  grow up in dat tree . She s tay home . 
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(How do you put it in that limb ? ) 
Jis ' take yo ' pucketkni fe [ pocketkni fe ]  an ' split it an ' set  it right in dere ; 

slip it  right intuh dere . Split it . 
(And the limb will grow together again? ) 
An' it will grow ag ' in an ' it won '  hurt ' er nei thah . 
(Tha t  will keep the woman home? ) 
Yes , keep her home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1361 ) , 2668 : 2 . ]  
5723 . Ah ' ve heard den ag ' in dat a man could - he could take dat if he wanted 

tuh do yo ' rea l  harm or wanted tuh take y ore l i fe . Take some of  dat same s tuf f 
an ' go to  a tree . 

TREE (This sand f rom the left  footprint . )  
YRACK PUT IN HOLE BORED IN 

PEGGED UP 
Yeah from de left feet . Bore a hole in a t ree an ' 
take dat sand an ' set it  in dat hole , an ' take a 
p iece o f  wood an ' make a nice tight s toppah , an ' 

bat it down in d ere an ' cut i t  o f f  smooth . An ' dat ' ll  put chew tuh go in ' , dat ' ll 
vreck yore mind , perhaps take yore life . 

Dere ' s  several diff ' ren ' ways yo ' kin do dat , but dat ' s  one of  de main ways 
dat ah always did learn , wuz tole tuh me . [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1015) , 6 42 : 2 . ] 

5724 . Well , a man tole me , dat if  anybody did yo ' anything , dat chew wanta 
pt r id of ' em ,  de man , fa ' yo ' tuh go an ' take up ' is f oo t s tep , his track , b e
hin '  ' im .  Take i t  an ' b o ' a hole intuh a tree an ' put dat track intuh de tree , 
an '  cork it  up an ' dat will run di s man away from yo ' - run dis  man away from 
J.o.ae .  

(Either track , do you t ake? ) 
De right track . [Wi ls on , N .  Car . , (1456 ) , 264 7 : 7 . ] 
5 7 2 5 .  Ah heah ' b out ' em bo ' in '  holes in a ' s immon [ pers immon ] tree an '  s tick 

de track up in dat tree , an ' it will  run ' em crazy . Bo ' a hole in de tree an ' 
pick de track up , an ' st ick dat up in de  tree . Den s top dat hole up . 

(They take ei ther t rack? ) 
Yes , ei thah one . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1370) , 2 5 28 : 4 . ] 
5726 . D ey say yo ' go tuh work an ' take a tapel ine an ' measure ' im ,  yo ' know , 

from ' is head tuh ' is  feet - s o  many feet . Den yo ' put it on a p iece of  p apah , 

TREE - PEG IN BORED HOLE - PERSON ' S HEIGHT AND TRACK 
yo ' know , de length o f  
' im .  An ' git  some of ' is 
tracks , yo ' know , an ' car

ry it way out in de woods s omewheres an ' bore a hol e  in a tree . 
{They measure you with this tapeline , this measure , and they put i t  down on a 

piece of paper - your leng th . And then they put your foot  track in there ? )  
They put chure foot track an ' de length wit de papah . Den dey go way out in 

de woods somewheres ano ther , off choo know , an ' dey bore a hole an ' put it in 
dere - drive dat in der e .  

(What will that do ? ) 
Well , dey tell  me dat ' s a good thing , yo ' know , drive ' em of f from de land . 

Jis ' lak yo ' had a piece o f  land or sompin yo ' know , dat will dr ive ' em off  from 
de land . Ah seen a ole fellow do in ' dat . He t ole me whut he wuz doin ' . [ St .  
Petersburg , Fla . , (1021 ) , 165 2 : 1 2 . ] 

5 7 27 . Ah heard dat yo ' j is 1  could take dat foo t  track an ' ,  as  yo ' walkin ' , 
take it out a  dat hallah [ hollow] of  dat foo t  t rack . Take dat dirt up an ' put s 

TREE - PEG IN HOLE - TRACK AND STOOL IN HANDKERCHIEF 
it in a pocke t  han ' ker
ch ' ef .  An ' take dat den 
an ' take some a fellah ' s 

stool an ' put dat wit i t . An ' b o ' a hole in a tree an ' s top it , an ' i t  wi ll run 
' im  crazy . 



2 9 2 2  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

(Make h im  lose his mind , this foo t track and some o f  his bowel s . )  
Yes . [Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 1507 ) , 2674 : 2 . ] 
5 7 2 8 . Wel l ,  yo ' kin take a p erson ' s  foot track an ' take de lef ' foot up in 

de cent ah , in de hallah o f  de foot ; an ' yo ' take it an ' go an ' nail i t  up in a 
tree , an ' j is '  as dat tree rotten down , dey ' ll fade on away . 

TREE - PEG IN HOLE - LEFT TRACK HOLLOW 
IN 3 HOLY NAMES - VICTIM WILL NEVER SUCCEED 

(How could you nail it in the 
tree ? )  
Jis ' go tuh d e  tree an ' put a hole 
in de tree an ' take dat track , In 

de Name of de Father� Son an '  de Ho �y Ghos t ,  dat dat pe rson will nevah succeed , 
an ' put dat piece back in dere an ' stop it up . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1308) , 
2216 : 6 . ] 

5 7 2 9 . Jis ' lak now if yo ' wanta take dey 
leavin ' heah now , dey slip on out de do ' an ' 

feet track ,  lak de girl , lak yo ' 
git chure feet track , an ' carry it 

TREE - PEG IN HOLE - TRACK - 13 HANDFULS NEW-GRAVE DIRT FOR 
1 CENT - SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - DEAD IN 3 DAYS 

back in de hous e 
an ' put i t  in a 
box . Go tuh de 
graveyard roun ' 

about twelve or  one a ' clock 
dey dyg a fresh grave , s ee .  
an ' some table salt . 

- between twelve an ' one . Gi t tuh some grave where 
An ' yo ' take it [ dirt ]  an ' mix it in wit it [ track] , 

( Begin right f rom the beg inning . What ar e you go ing to do ,  now? ) 
Jis ' lak yo ' be leavin ' heah now , [ yo u ]  step on de groun ' an ' make a feet 

track . Take de feet track up on it - in a piece o f  papah , shingle or anythin ' 
lak dat . 

(E ither one o r  b o th foo t tracks ? )  

From de heel t uh de to e . Den go at one a ' clock or twelve a ' clock at night -
go on tub de graveyard . Git thirteen han ' ful dir t out , if ah ain ' t mis taken , 
o f  a fresh grave . Den when yo ' fix tuh leave , yo '  see , yo ' leave dat one cent 
in dat grave , in dat hole where yo ' dug in de top of it . Den yo ' go an ' git chew 
a b ox o f  tab le s alt an ' mix dat in it . Den yo ' go tub de s tore an ' git chew a 
box o f  dat cayenne peppah an ' yo ' mix dat in it . Den yo ' go tuh de drug sto ' or 
some plac e where yo ' buy de sulphuh - af tah yo ' git chure box of salt - an ' yo ' 
mix all o f  da t in i t .  Den yo ' take i t  an ' yo '  go out in wood s ,  somewhere clo se , 
where yo '  carry dat an ' augah [ auger ] yo ' a hole in a tree wit a augah . An ' git 
chew a cork s toppah ,  yo '  undahstan ' ,  dat chew drive in dere . Push it in - stove 
de dir t in de hole , den take de s toppah an ' drive it up in d ere . IN THREE DAYS  
HE ' LL FALL DEAD . 

(What happens? ) 
He ' ll ei thah die or leave town . [ Flo rence ,  s .  Car . , (1303) , 2202 : 5 . ] 
5 7 3 0 .  Ah tell yo ' about de foot track as fur a s  ah knows . Yo ' drags dat 

track from de toe an ' drag it back wit dem two fingers , until yo ' thoroughly 

TREE - 3 FINGERS - THUMB ON HEEL OF TRACK - INDEX AND LITTLE 
DRAG DIRT BACK - MIX WITH NEW INK - THIS MUD INTO HOLE BORED 

WEST SIDE NEAR GROUND - HIT PEG 3 MORNINGS - INK PEG TOP 

gits  back to de 
heel . [Demon
s trat es . ] 
(You take the 
right hand and 

the index f inger and the litt le finger .  Make th em as a shovel and drag it back 
towards the heel . And you begin with that track - your thumb mus t touch the heel 
and then where tho s e  two fingers res t , you draw them back like that . )  

Right in d e  centah o f  de track . 

Yo ' takes dat track an ' yo ' buy yo '  a bottle of  ink , an ' yo ' mix j is '  enough 
of dat in dat t rack tuh make a l i ' le ,  yo ' know , a dough of it yo ' might say . Den 
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yo •  go tuh a growin ' tree o n  de sundown s ide an ' bo ' a hole right down a t  de foot 
of it . Put dat in i t , pack it  up , an ' go b ack dere fo ' three days evah mawnin '  
an '  give i t  [ peg ]  one tap . D e  third mawnin ' yo ' have i t  [peg] in wit [ even with] 
de tree . Den take some o f  dat s ame ink an ' stain all roun '  dat place , an' go on 
about chure bus iness .  Dat man nevah go out in peace . Dat will j is '  run ' im  com
plet e ' way from dere . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 135 9 ) , 2 3 94 : 6 . ] 

5731 . They take the right foo tprint and take this and wrap that in a rag . 
Aad put High Joh n de Conquer and Adam-and-Eve , and they said a eagle ' s  feather , 

1IEE - TRACK - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - ADAM-AND-EVE 
BIGLE FEATHER - IN AUGER HOLE - HIT PEG 9 MORNINGS 
lEPORE SUNRISE AND SPEAKING - FOR LINGERING CONDITION 

and put that in a [ the 
same ] rag .  And cut a 
hole  with a auger in a 
green tree and put that 
in there . And strike 

-'De licks on the s topper that chew put in there for nine days . And you do that 
ia the morning before sunr ise and then do it before you speak to anyb ody in the 
�ng . That will pu t the person in a lingering condit ion and will f inally die . 
(Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , ( 18 2 ) , 39 6 : 1 . ] 

5732 . Yo ' kin take dat foot track , if she ' s i f ' s [ if it ' s ] a woman an ' yo ' in 
love wit ' er an ' she ' s  tryin ' tuh ' bandon [ abandon ] ' erself from yo ' ,  yo ' gi t ' er 
foot track as same she ' s go in ' . Firs ' place , yo ' saw ' er foot track where she ' s 

TIE! - HER TRACK IN BOTTLE WITH HIS URINE 9 DAYS - lOTH DAY 
UP NAIL NORTH SIDE OF SWEET GUM - HIT EVERY MO RNING 9 DAYS 

lOTH DAY COMPLETELY IN - SHE RETURNS IN 2 OR 3 DAYS 

comin ' tuh yore 
res ident [ resi
dence ] .  Yo ' take 
dat foo t track an ' 
yo ' scoop i t  up dis 

way , from de  heel goin '  tuhward de toe , yo ' see , in de sand . Yo ' ll put dat in a 
bottle an ' yo ' ll let dat bottle - yo ' ll take some o f  yore ahamber lye an ' put s 
(it in] de bottle  wit dat sand . An ' yo ' let dat sand stay dere nine days . An ' 
de tenth day yo ' take a nail , one dese heah No . 6  nails , a pusson [ person ]  might 
•Y , or a No . 8  nail . Yo 1 11 drive [ that ] in de no ' th s id e  of a sweet· gum tree , 
yo '  see , an ' yo ' l l  s trike dat nail  evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  De tenth 
.avnin ' yo ' ll drive it plumb up , s ee .  Now , dat ' s  a woman dat chew in love wit 
.a '  she ' s  tryin ' tuh ' bandon ' ersel f f rom yo ' .  When yo ' dr ive it up de tenth 
.ornin ' , drive dat nail up , it ain ' t gwine be den ovah two- three days ' fo '  [be
fore]  she ' ll c ome back . Don ' t care where she at . See , she ' ll come back tuh yo ' . 
Dat ' s  yore love yo ' see . 

(What do you do with that bottle all this t ime? ) 
Yo ' got dat bottle  j is '  anywheres roun ' de house . Yo ' keep dat b o t t l e . Yo ' 

BOt it in a preserved place yo ' see . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1138) , 1851 : 12 . ] 
5733 . Yo ' kin take a woman , i f  yo ' want s  dat woman , yo ' let ' er j i s '  walk 

oa de groun ' . An ' yo ' could dig undah dat track an ' turn dat track aroun ' , an ' 
dat woman will come tuh dat hous e  pleas ed tuh do anythin ' . She ' s j i s '  lookin ' 

•TURN DAT TRACK AROUN"'  
at dat  house all de t ime , comin ' right dere . Can ' t 
keep ' em  away from dere . 

Jis ' git a piece of 
uadah dat track an ' 
Ya . ,  (40 2) , 35 0 : 6 . ] 

(How do you turn that track around ? )  
- lak a shingle o r  a tin or somep in o r  othah , an ' j is '  git 
turn it aroun ' point in ' back towards dat house .  [ Richmond , 

5734 . If  dey come tuh yore hous e an ' yo ' don ' wan ' de  person tuh yore hous e ,  
� de track ' neath d e  shoe . Yo ' take dey track up an ' yo ' turn i t  aroun ' away 
from yore house an ' - ah know dat true - dey s tay ' way from yore hous e .  [Wil son , 
• ·  Car . , (14 72) , 265 3 : 6 . ] 

5 7 35 . Dey take da t foo t track up an ' dey take a piece yo ' weah nex ' tuh yore 
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skin.  An ' take dat dirt an ' tie it up in dat piec e  an ' let i t  s tay fo ' nine 

TURN : T IE TRACK UP IN P IECE WORN NEXT TO SKIN - WEAR 9 DAYS 
UNTIE - S PREAD OUT AS  IT  WAS - TURN IN DIRECTION OWNER TO GO 

mawnin ' s .  An ' 
den take it  an ' 
untie i t , an ' 
spread i t  back 

out , an ' turn i t  whichevah way dey wan ' cha t o  go . Unt ie de p iece an '  spread de 
dirt out lak it  wuz . [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 3 7 ? ) , 1008 : 5 . ] 

5 7 36 . Jis ' lak i f  yo ' goin ' wi t a man - yo ' wus goin ' wit ' im an ' he don ' t  
wan ' chew , he wan ' somebodys els e .  When he come tuh yore hous e fo ' three days , 

TURN TRACK AROUND EACH DAY ON NEW SHINGLE - 3 DAYS 
yo ' git ' is track on dat 
new shingle an ' j is '  go tuh 
de front an ' turn it  roun ' . 

He ' ll turn back roun ' tuh yo ' an ' give tuh yo ' j is '  a s  he ought tuh ,  come back 
tuh yuh an ' love yuh . 

(You put this new shingle right under his track and turn right around , but he 
has t o  come to your house for three days first . )  

Yes sir , do i t  three t imes , regardless if he done come dere three days . Yo ' 
know , j is '  lak i f  ah wus tuh come heah three days . Jis ' so  yo ' do i t  three times . 

( I f  he comes there once , you go out and do that . Three days - each day you 
turn one o f  these tr�cks around on this new shingle . )  [For man turning woman in 
her track , a Zso s ee 18 7 0 , p . 55 5 . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1210 ) , 2 04 6 : 7 . ]  

5 7 3 7 . Ah heard dat yo ' could take dat track up an ' put it in turpent ine , dat 
will give d at person rheumatism. 

(Do you take bo th tracks up or does it  make any difference? ) 
TURPENTINE It  really doesn ' t make any difference , j is '  so you git  one de per

son ' s tracks . 
(And j us t  put it in s omething with turpent ine ? ) 

In tu�pentine , dat ' sposed tuh give ' em rheumatism.  Dey say dat it does . 
[Memphi s , Tenn . , (1521) , 2712 : 8 . ] 

5738 . Dey git twelve of  yore tracks . Ah ' m tell yo ' whut ah knows . Red Devil 
Lye , ro se  watah ,  anothah po tash - ah can ' t name i t , ah think i t ' s [ some thing ] -

Hea�ts Co Logne . Fix all dat up an ' throw it in runnin ' watah . S ee ,  
1 2  TRACKS dat will cuz yo ' or ah tuh run away . 

(You take up one s t ep right after the other , both right and lef t . 
Twelve of  them? ) 

Yes . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1017 ) , 1646 : 5 . ] 
5739 . A pinch of  dirt outa twelve tracks from a woman , dat ' s  good luck . 
(What do you do with that dirt ? )  
Take it an ' sew i t  in a rag an ' tote it .  [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , (1017 , 

1647 : 3 . ] 
5740 . If yo ' wanted tuh git  rid of a person , whenevah yo ' would see dere 

track b efo ' it  wuz ovahnight - yo ' d  have tuh do it  wit a track no t go in ' ovah 
a day or i t  wouldn ' t  do no 

24 HOURS OLD - TRACK MUST BE LESS  THAN :  WARM TRACK good . But overnight , j is '  
b efo ' it ' s  been inside de 

twelve hours , take de track right out of de middle , right undah de hal lah of dere 
feet , some of  dat dirt . Take it an ' carry i t  in de night , an ' dump i t  intuh run
nin ' watah an ' dey go - dat pers on will  leave . Yo ' nevah will have no trouble  
wit  ' em .  [ S t • .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1046 ) ,  1 7 01 : 4 . ] 

5 7 41 .  Go ' long an ' pick up yore track while it ' s  warm an ' put i t  in a bottl e .  
Put a li ttle sugah in dere an'  s top it up , an 1 den throw it in runnin '  watah . 
Yo ' ll run j is '  as dat bottle goin ' , watah runnin ' .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (10 9 2 ) , 
1 7 59 : 9 . ] 
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5 74 2 . If yo ' want [ them] to be driven from love or s eparate , tuh take tracks 
of a man an ' woman an ' bury i t  undah de do ' s tep an ' it s tay dere . Put red peppah 
vit it  an ' i t  s tay d ere fo ' nine days . An ' yo ' kin separate de man an ' woman. 

2 FOOT TRACKS : MAN 1 S AND WOMAN ' S TOGETHER 
(Well , now where am I go ing to bury 
it , under my doorstep ? ) 
Yes s ir .  

(I want to separate ano ther man and woman? 
step? ) 

I bury their tracks under my door-

Yes s ir .  [Red pepper makes them quarrel . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1146) , 1869 : 11 . ] 
5 74 3 .  Or else yo ' take his track - take de dus t outen dey track an ' put it 

tuhgethah an ' s eparate ' em  when yo ' g it where yo ' goin ' an ' put it down . Dem 
party bound to sep arate , dey cain ' t s tay tuhgethah . 

TiD TRACKS : HIS ONE PLACE - HERS ANOTHER 
(How do you mean , take the dust from 
their track? ) 
Jis ' lak yo ' t ake de dust outen dat toe 

an '  carry i t  on b ack if  yo ' don ' t want ' em ' gethah . Take i t  at de toe an ' carry 
it all de way back tuh de heel .  P ick i t  up . Dat ' ll separate ' em .  An' take h is 
dust out en ' is shoe track an ' put it one p lac e an ' hers in ano thah . Dat ' ll sep
arate ' em . Dey cain ' t stay tuhgethah . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 6 ) , 1 5 2 5 : 15 . ] 

5744 . Ah know about whut chew do wit de t racks . If  yo ' have a enemy or  any
thin ' , anyb ody dis lak yo ' or anythin ' , an ' dey wan ' chew tuh leave town o r  sompin 

TUO TRACKS : MAN ' S  AND WOMAN ' S - ONE GOING AND ONE COMING 
80G AND CAT HAIR MIXED - 9 BENT PINS - BURY AT FORKS OF ROAD 

lak dat . D ey ' 11 
mee t  chew an ' git 
chure track an ' 
take it an ' mix 

sa.e dog hair an ' cat hair . Yo ' know cat s an ' dogs disagrees in any thin ' lak 
�. An' takes  nine straight pins an ' ben ' dem tuhgethah , an ' put d em in de 
fo ' ks  of de road , an ' yo ' ll leave town . 

An' i f  i t ' s  a woman an ' a man dat loved one ano thah an ' de ' meet one ' nothah 
aa' tn, dey be hatin'  one ' no thah j is '  lak cats  an ' dogs , be mad an ' wanta f ight 
... kill up one ' no thah . No ma t tah how good dey is in love , dey git apart . 

(This is to separate a man and his wife . Whose foot track do you take? ) 
Take his ' n  an ' hers . Take his ' n , yo ' know , de le f '  go in ' , an ' bring it up 

t.h yo ' lak dis , an ' take hers an ' bring it up tuh yo ' . An ' mix i t  tuhge thah 
wit de hair out yore haid , i f  yo ' kin git i t . Eithah if yo ' cain ' t  git de hair 
-.£ dere ha id , den git  de dog ' s  hair - yo ' know , de bris tles an ' de eat ' s  bris
t1es , an' mix it tuhgethah wit nine s traight [ b ent ] pins . 

rwait a minut e! You take the man ' s left foot , you say? ) 
De lef '  foo t  track . 
Glad what about the woman ' s ? )  
Take d e  lef ' . Uh-huh , take one goin ' an ' de othah one comin ' . D ere ' s  one 

ca.in '  one way an ' de othah one comin ' de othah way .  
fYbose d o  you take going? ) 
take de man ' s goin'  or eithah de woman - it  don '  make no diff ' renc e ,  so dere ' s 

-.e coin ' one way an ' d e  o thah one comin ' de othah . 
Glad you bury this out at  the forks of the road ? ) 
� de fo ' ks of de road , but chew mix dem cat bristles an ' do g  bris tles wit 

� track . D en take nine s traight p ins an ' bend ' em . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (109 3 ,  
I160: 6 . ] 

5745 . If a man wants tuh hold 1 is j ob wi t  a man , dey take an ' git ' is right 
faot , right track , right in de heapt [ hollow of  foot ] . Pick it up three t imes , 
_.tn' ; not comin ' back ,  go in ' . An ' git dat track somepin lak dis heah [ demon 
.CZ.tes ] lak he come , goin '  d isaway . Yo ' walk b ehin ' ' im an ' git it  disaway 
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[demonstra tes ] . 
(He ' s  go ing one way and you walk behind him and pick it up the oppos ite way . 

Bring i t  back to you . I mean , back from the way he is going . ) 
Now dat ' s  three t ime s . Den yo ' git  one of your s . Keep agoin ' an ' don ' t look 

back . Take dem two tracks an ' yo ' put dem two tracks tuhgethah . 

TWO TRACKS - 3 T IME S  FROM 1 GO ING TRACK OF BO S S  - 1 YOURS 
KEEP GO ING - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - PUT TOGETHER WITH NEEDLE OR 
P IN NEVER STUCK - BURY POINT UP AT HIS OFFICE - TO HOLD JOB 

(His and yours . )  
Yourn an ' hi s ' n , 
an ' yo ' take dem 
two tracks an ' yo ' 
go r ight at ' is 

o f fice , an ' yo ' put dat undah dere j is '  about dat 
(Couple o f  inches deep . )  

deep [ demonstrates ] .  

Git chew a pin or needl e that nevah b een stuck an ' a piece o f  clo th , an ' st ick 
dat p in down in dere . Let de point be up an ' let ' im walk ovah dat . Den yo ' 
gain his influence . Dat ' s de way ah heard ' em say . 

( I see , that is  to get a j ob or hold it . ) [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 63 : 1 . ] 
5 74 6 .  Gi t dem foot  tracks . Ah use dat once . Ah had put mine in a j ar ,  in a 

frui t j ar .  Ah turn dat j ar down an ' buried it undah mah hous e an ' j is '  lak ah 
wuz to t in ' yore ' n , dat ' s de way it wuz done . Take 

UP S ID E  DOWN - TRACK TURNED dem foot step s  up an' put ' em in a fruit j ar an ' put 
it down. Turn de j ar down , t ighten it  t ight an ' 

turn i t  down dataway an ' bury i t . 
(What will that do? ) 
Conkah ' im. Oat ' s conkahin ' ' im .  [ New Orl eans , La . ,  (1558) , 28 26 : 11 . ] 
5 74 7 . This is  to cross you . You take the r ight-foo t track , you dig that out 

and turn it over , and fill the hole full of salt and pepper and quicks ilver and 

UP S IDE DOWN - TRACK TURNED - WISH 
sulphur and gunpowder . Then 
you put that foo t track back 
in the hole up side down and 
tamp it down and make a wish . 
you want to break them up . 

SALT - PEPPER - QUICKS ILVER - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER 

You do tha t  the s ame both for a man and a woman,  if 
[ Berlin, Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

574 8 .  I n  case yore lovah i s  gone ' way from yuh ag ' in an ' yo ' wanta bring ' im 
back , yo ' kin take yore foo t  track de way he ' s  gone . Take de track an ' pull i t  
back towards yo ' , an ' put it  i n  some of yore urination an ' put it  i n  a bo t t le an ' 
s top i t  up . An ' dat will bring ' im back , an ' she kin keep ' im .  

URINE - HERS UNDERSTEPS - I N  BOTTLE HOLD ING 
HI S DEPARTING TRACK PULLED BACK TOWARDS HOUSE 

(Where do you keep this b o t t l e  
then? ) 
Oh , yo '  know de do ' s t ep , i f yo '  
have a step s . Put i t  undah de 

do ' s t ep s . I f  not , put it  somewhere where he could walk ovah it . 
(How many tracks do you take , j ust  one track? ) 
One track , his right track . Git it - yo ' know , bring it b ack toward s yo ' , 

a s  he goes from yo ' .  S ee ,  yo ' wanta bring ' im b ack to yo ' [ d emonstrates ] . 
(Bring the toe back to  the heel . )  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 2556 : 2 . ] 
5 7 4 9 . D ey take yore foot track , take it  up , yo '  know , j is '  lak it  is , an ' 

turn it aroun ' an ' p ' int it tuh dem , an ' put some of  dere watah in dat . Yo ' 

URINE - OF WOMAN 
TURNING MAN ' S TRACK TO HER 

MAKES MUD- BALL 

know , make a ball  of it . 
(Make a what of it ? )  

Make a ball - you know , wet i t  ' nuff  tuh ball it 
up , yo ' know , lak a snowball .  
(Oh ! Oh ! Make a mud-ball . )  

Yes , yes , but wet i t  wit some of yore watah , yore urine . 
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(I s ee . ) 
An ' den yo ' bury dat undah yore do ' step .  Dat brings ' em  tuh yo ' . 
(Oh , that brings them to you . ) 
Yes . 

2 9 2 7  

( I  s ee .  Well , who would d o  tha t ?  Some woman , a woman would d o  that t o  bring 
a man to her ? )  

Or a man ei thah . Make no d i f f ' rence . [ P et ersburg , Va . , (444 ) ,  419 : 1 . ] 
5750 . Ah heard dey p ick up f o o t  track , in hollah of it . D ey tell me dey put s 

dat in s omep in an ' puts quicksilvah wit i t . 
(What do you mean , they put i t  in something ? )  
Dey put i t  in s omep in like a j ar or a cup or any thin ' like dat an ' dey put s 

qaicksilvah wi t i t . An ' dey t ells me , yo ' know yore ur inat e ,  well dey tell me 
dey will po ' dat ovah 

URINE - TRACK - QUICKSILVER DRIE S UP BLOOD OR DRIFTS 'EM it fo ' so many days . 
An ' dey tells me de 

.o '  dey po ' dat ovah it an ' keep it  shet up tuh time dat dry , it d r i e s  up a p er
son ,  drif t s  ' em away-lak . 

(Whose chamber lye do they put on there? ) 
Dere own . 
(The person tha t  is doing the bad work? ) 
Yes . 
(That ' s to dry them up . )  
5 7 51 .  If yo ' go t a girl , 

lit ' er bac k .  Jis ' take huh 

[Mob il e ,  Ala . , ( 698) , 94 7 : 10 . ] 
yo ' know, an '  she leave zhoo , ah know how yo '  kin 
fee t tracks , yo ' g i t  de r ight one , put ' em in a j ah 

an ' urina t e  a l i ' le b i t  on i t , an ' j is ' s to p 
i t  up an ' keep it right undah de b a id . Dat ' ll 

URIBE - TRACK - IN JAR UNDER BED br ing ' er back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 0 5 ) , 
160 : 1+85 ] .  
5 75 2 .  Take de dirt  outa yore tracks an ' put 

i� in a tobacco sack , an ' dey ' ll wr i t e  on i t  an ' s tick i t  up . An ' dey 1 11 put 

UIIHE - ON TRACK TIED IN TOBACCO SACK 
LET DRY - S CATTER ABOUT 

ur ina te on dat , s t i ck up dere , an ' let 
it  dry . An ' dat ' ll cuz y o ' tub b e  j is '  
awandahin ' an ' leave . An ' lak dat ,  dey 
could take yore tracks , take up yore 

tracks lak dat , an ' persons dat wuz - lak two persons wuz goin ' to gethah .  D ey 
could separate two persons by takin ' de dirt outa yore track lak dat . 

(And what would they do wi th that d i r t  that they took up like that ? )  
Dey ' d make wa tah on it an ' tie i t  up . Let i t  dry an ' den scat tah it about . 

Dey vould - s cat t ah an ' dey would j is ' leave . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 5 ) , 1031 : 2 . ] 
5 753 . You can go to wo rk and take nine drops of  chamber water and get nine 

4Zops of dir t out o f  t he hollow of the right foot and get a litt le piece of b ow 
out of  the hat and then 

.aiHE - 9 DROPS - TRACK DIRT 9 DROPS - PIECE OF HAT BOW carry it t o  somebody 
else ' s house and they 

IP �o that somebody else and want to move in with them.  You bury i t  right under 
� door . [ By hand Doctor Frank Hal l , near Suffolk ,  Nans emond Co . ,  Va . , s ee 

INTRO . , V . l , p . XXXIX ,  l ine 
25f . , 1958 , p . 5 7 3 . ] 

miiXE - 1 DROP OF - 9 MORNINGS - ON CLOTH ABOUT NECK 5 7 5 4 . Yo ' could take dere 
track an ' take it an ' put 
it in a piece of  cloth 

... drap a drop of yore watah on i t  f o ' nine mawnin' s . An ' take it an ' string 
t£ TO un '  yore neck an ' let it  go right ' long heah tub dis li ' le hollah heah 



29 28 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundat ion -

[ point s to ] . 
( In the b reas t . ) 
An ' he ' ll come tuh love yo ' an ' yo ' an '  ' im will git along all right , no mat

tab how much yo ' al l  b een fell out . Dat j is '  got  ' im an ' yo ' r ight tuhge thah . 
( I f  two men are f ighting and quarreling , or if you were fight ing and quarrel

ing with s omeb ody els e ,  you could make him b e  peaceful wi th you by taking his 
foo t track and doing this . You wear it r ight down here underneath the rib bones ? )  

Yessuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1489) , 266 1 : 7 . ] 
5 7 55 . Ah sa id da t , i f  yo ' have a loved one an ' a husban ' or a wi f e  an ' she ' s  

very j ealous , dey tell me dat chew kin take a track an ' sew it up in a piec e  of 

URINE 3 OR 4 DROPS - OLIVE OIL 9 DROPS 
TRACK - IN HOMESPUN 

takin ' de foo t track [ demon s trates ] wit 
drawin ' it tuh yo '  dat way . 

homespun wit nine drops o f  olive o il 
an ' ' is urine an ' let i t  dry up . 
(How much urine? ) 
Three or fo ' drops . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(1227) , 2 08 6 : 1 . ] 
5756 . Well , yo ' see d e  foo t track , 

dis  fingah an ' d e  tum' [ thumb ]  an ' j is ' 

(That ' s  the left hand with the thumb and the finger next to the index finger . )  
Drawin ' it tuh y G '  dat way , pinch it tuhgethah . Take dat back an ' put i t  in

tub a bot tle an ' put nine needles in der e , nine needles in dat bot tle ; c innamon 

URINE - WOMAN ' S - IN BOTTLE WITH 9 NEEDLES AND CINNAMON 
HER TRACK HE P INCHES UP WITH LEFT THUMB AND MIDDLE FINGER 

powdah mixed in dat 
wit chamber ly e of 
de woman . Buryin ' 
i t  or put i t  in a 

very clo se p lac e where she won ' t f ind it . If she a woman ' cust om [ accustomed ] 
tuh bein '  away from home an ' stay in '  away from home , she will come ' cus tom tuh 
s tay at  home . 

(You take this dirt out o f  either foo t  t rack? ) 
Yessuh , eithah foo t  track . But de foot track must b e  prints in d e  groun ' dat 

is damp , yo ' undahs tan ' . De foot track must be print s yo ' s ee . [ New Orl eans , 
La . ,  (1560) , 2702 : 4 . ] 

5 7 5 7 . Why yo ' kin 
it up wit chamber lye 

take a pe rson foot track an ' put it in a bot tle an ' stop 
an ' throw it ovahbo ' d  an ' run dem outa town . 

URINE - TRACK - BOTTLED - OVER LEFT SHOULDER - WATER 
(Either foo t track or both 
o f  them? ) 
De right track an ' part of 

de lef ' track . Put i t  in a bot tle , put chamber ly e on i t  an ' stop i t up , an ' 
throw it ovahbo ' d ' cross yore lef ' shouldahs . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1214 ) , 2060 : 7 . ]  

"V" MADE WITH BOTH FOOT TRACKS - POINTED DIRECTION HE GOES 

5758 . KIN DO DAT 
THREE DIFF ' REN '  WAYS. 
(Well , how would they 
do that ? )  
Well , de way ah undah

s tan ' , dey measures yo ' feet [ l engthwi s e ] , den cros swise , an ' den make a triangle 
outa it . An ' den tie dat up in bags an ' bury it . Say dat will make yo ' leave 
eithah de country or s tate where yo ' are . 

( I see . What foo t  t racks do you measure? )  
Ah think i t ' s  de le f ' ,  fah [far ]  as ah undahs tan ' . 
(You measur e them l engthwise . [ I  d emons trate . ] Here ' s  your foot track . You 

measure it lengthwi se and then across ? ) 
Acro s s , an ' den make a angl e out o f  it . 
(Oh ! Then you sort of • • • ) 
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Sort of angle from de toes  • • •  
{You mean you come acros s  this way? ) 
[ I  demonstrate . ]  
Yes , dat ' s r ight . 
{You measure it this way and then that way , then you measure it this way? ) 
J is '  a angle - don' t bring it all de way down dat time . Oat ' s  de way ah 

wmdahstan '  it .  
(Bring i t  d own like this ? )  

Dat ' s r ight • • •  
(Sort of a • • •  ) 
[ I  am still demons trating . ]  
Jis ' an ' angle - a "V" , see . 
(A "V" , I see . ) 
Supposed tuh be • • •  
{You make a "V" in it like that • • •  and • • •  ) 
An '  de way yo ' wan ' de parties tuh go , why de way de angle point , dat ' s  de 

way dey ' ll travel . 
{I s ee .  You make that angle - the way that angle point s , that ' s the way 

they ' ll travel . I s ee . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 20) , 989 : 4 . ] 
5759 . Now ,  yo ' kin go in d e  woods an ' DERE SOME L I ' LE VINES DAT GROWS WHERE 

A LOTTA ROTTEN WOOD GROWS , STRINGY VINE WIT WORM-LAK RAID S .  YO ' VE SEEN DESE 

,!!!!: "ROTTEN-WOOD VINE" - TRACK - SALT 

� ear th ,  grows 'mingled an '  tangled wit 
�1 has ] got sharp ends .  

Yo ' g o  an ' git some of  dat vine . 
CWhat is the vine call ed? ) 

KINDA EARTHWORMS WIT NO PAHTIC ' LAH 
EYES , JIS ' SHARP AT BOTH ENDS . Well , 
dere ' s  a vine grows in rotten wood in 

d e  ro t ten wood . Both of  ' ems [ plant and 

AH DON ' T  KNOW , IT JIS ' COME UP IN DAT ROTTEN WOOD . AH RECKON AH WOULD CALL 
IT DE ROTTEN- WOOD VINE , ' CUZ DERE NO OTHAH VINE GROW LAK OAT . 

[Take ] dat vine an ' take de same dus t  outa de ins tep . In o thah words , git 
4a£ an' turn de person . Lak de per son goin ' dataway , yo ' take de dirt outa his 
feet goin ' b ackwards . Ketch it from ' is toes an ' take it backward dat way , an ' 
tGry dem things  aro un ' de home . Put a l i ' le  tab le salt in it . Dere yo ' go t ' em .  
Dose three composit ions will drive ' em away outa de home . 

(That will drive them out o f  the home . ) [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1295) , 219 6 : 3 . ] 
576 0 .  Dey t ell me now,  tuh keep a person , i f  yo ' really wants tuh keep a 

person - j is '  lak if any cement or clay or s omep in lak dat aroun ' j oo ,  an ' yo ' 

� - TRACK ON S IDE OF 
travel aroun ' in it till yo ' make a track in dat . Dey 
tell me yo ' j is '  kin take up dat track , i f  yo ' wan ' a 
person tuh b e  roun '  j oo all de time . Carry it an ' f ix 

it in some way yo ' kin ke ep it up side yore wall . Jis ' as long as dat track s tay 
., side of de wall , dat s omebody will keep ahangin '  aroun ' .  

(How do you mean , up side of the wall ? )  
Vell , j ist tack i t  up side of  de wall , or eithah s t ick it up side of de wall . 

[&aycross , Ga . , (1159 ) , 1931 : 7 . ] 
5761 . Well , yo ' know what a wasp is . Yo ' know what a .wasps ' nes t is . Well , 

yo• git the wasp nest . Yo ' go an ' get their lef t  foot goin ' this way , from you , 

WASP NEST - LEFT TRACK GOING FROM YOU - SHOVEL UP 
TOE TO HEEL - SALT AND RED PEPPER ON - PARCH IN STOVE 

PUT IN SNUFFBOX - AIRTIGHT - INTO RUNNING WATER - HOT FEET 

an ' yo ' take this 
dirt up . You start 
at the toe an ' yo ' 
[ go ]  round [ in]  the 
f ront of it . You 



2930 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

take i t  up this way with a spade or  some thing to keep from disturb ing - keep from 
breaking it , An ' then you sprinkle that over with sal t . Sometime if you have 
time I would demonstrate to you how you do this?  You sprinkle de salt go in ' from 
you an ' then you sprinkle red pepper all over that , an ' then you put this in the 
stove , a red-hot stove ; an ' you j us t  cook it until it j ust  parched ,  j us t  unt il 
that sal t  is j u s t  b rown, you know , and the dirt is j est  as hot . Well , you take 
that an ' you put it into a snuffb ox or any kind of box that chew kin j est cement 
with wax or anything to airt ighten it . Then you throw it down in a runnin ' 
s tream , and that person will have h ot feet.  They will go j es t  as long as that 
water will carry them , keeps them wandering . That is something that has been 
proved . 

(Now , the track is going away f rom me and you take this shovel and you go 
under it like that - from the heel to the toe and pick the whole thing up . )  
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 650) , 9 64 : 2 . ] 

5 7 6 2 . Yo ' can ' t take de f oo t  track up but yo ' could take a magiaal sign. An ' 
yo ' would take a person' s foot track dat runs like dat . Yo ' got ta have what is 
called a fine piece of  papah . 

(A fine piece o f  pap er . )  
[As we shall see later , this is probably a cigaret te paper . ] 
An ' lay it r ight o n  dat t rack , an ' take de material stuff from de end , where 

his big toe an ' ' is heel , an ' yo ' more dan ap t tuh easi ly draw de at traction o f  
dat person on dat .  But 

WASP NEST MADE FROM TRACK ROLLED UP IN C IGARETTE PAPER it ' s bad fo ' dat person . 
Dat person - whut dat 

pers on have tuh run j es ' wherevah yo ' make ' em . An ' den yo ' git a hornet ' s  nest , 
anyway a wasp ' s  nest , while he combing , makin ' ' is comb . But yo ' mus ' set dat 
papah kinda in watah , an ' put it  dere , an ' dat wasp take dat an ' use tuh make a 
comb in dere . As long as dem bees exis t ,  dey take dat papah an ' watah in dere , 
dat man will be upsetted until he die . 

[ I  summarize what has gone before . ] 
(You p ick up j ust a little bit  o f  t he d irt f rom heel and toe and put it in 

this paper and you roll this paper up . )  
Yeah , roll it  up togethah . 
(Then you put this paper wher e  these wasps can get i t  and make their combs 

out of that ? )  
Yeah , they make their comb s  o f  i t ,  yeah . 
(I understand . )  
[We have here a fine paper , sure ly a cigarette paper , rolled about dirt from 

victim ' s b ig toe and heel track . As the wasps chew up the damp cigarette paper , 
they also chew up a portion o f  foo t t rack t o  b ecome part of  the comb . Onc e  
again,  a s  i n  preced ing rite , the vict im receives hot feet . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  
( 8 6 3 ) , 1383 : 3 . ] 

5 7 6 3 .  D ey says tuh git holt of yore foot t rack . Dey would git chure left
foot t rack . D ey ' d s tar t at de toe an ' bring it  back tuh de heel , an ' den dey 

would take dat track an ' carry it tuh de rivah , if 
WATER , RUNNING : TRACK INTO dey wanted tuh run yo ' away . An ' dey would throw 

dat ovah de lef ' shouldah in de r ivah , an ' walk off  
an ' not look back . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1116) , 1 7 8 9 : 5 . ] 

5764 . Dey kin go  ahead an ' take up yore tracks . Take up yore lef ' track an ' 
take dat sand out from undah yore lef ' track right up undah d e  hollah . Take i t  
an ' carry it an' put i t  i n  runnin '  watah . Dat will make yo ' move . Run yo ' away 
from da t house . [ Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , (1400) , 2522 : 4 . ] 

5765 . Yo ' kin take in d e  hollah of yo ' feet , j is '  p ick up a han ' ful of i t , 
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an '  take it  tuh some runnin ' watah an ' throw it in dere . See , dat watah runnin ' ,  
in ab out three days ' time yo ' ll move . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1434 ) , 2 5 9 9 : 1 . ] 

576 6 . Well , i f  anybody wanta run a woman or a man away , yo ' git de - in de 
aiddle of de t rack yo ' git dat d i rt out o f  de middle of  de left track . An '  take 
dat dirt an ' take it  tuh a s t ream of runnin ' watah an ' fold it  up tight  in a 
li ' le rag an ' put it  in dere . An ' i t  will float away , an ' dat wi l l  drift dem 
clean away .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1055 ) , 1 7 15 : 5 . ] 

576 7 . Yo ' take de lef ' track , if yo ' kin ketch de lef ' track . Yo ' take up 

dat lef ' track an ' throw i t  in a runn in ' s tream an ' dey ' ll leave town .  Wberevah 

dey go dey won ' t s tay long , but ah don ' t know whut hour yo ' do dat . Yo ' have tuh 
have a paht ic ' lah hour tuh do dat . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1006 ) , 1 6 24 : 5 . ] 

5768 . Dey say dey kin take some o f  yore foo ts tep . Take some o f  dat where yo ' 

aake yore foo t step an ' take s ome out de pa lm of yore fee t ,  right where de centah 
of yore feet . Take an ' put dat in a bottle , cork i t  up an ' throw it in a runnin ' 

s tream. Dey say dat ' ll put chew tuh go in ' . 
(What foot do they t ake ? ) 
Say de lef t foo t .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1015 ) , 1642 : 1 . ] 
5769 . Take yo ' foo tprint an ' take i t  up on a b o ' d or s omp in where yo ' wouldn ' t 

lose none o f  i t , an ' carry i t  tuh a rivah , a runnin ' r ivah an ' throw dat in it . 
Why dat ' ll make yo ' keep ga in '  all de t ime . 

(How many tracks do they take up or any part icular one ? )  
Jes t  one , either one . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 161 3 : 4 . ] 
5 7 7 0 . Take dey foo t tracks an ' throw it  in runnin ' watah ovah yore lef ' 

shouldah . Throw it  in runnin '  watah an '  yo '  suppos ed tuh go . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(947) , 1 5 26 : 5 . ] 

57 7 1 .  Take yore track - yo '  go along an ' j es '  take yore han ' fulla track an ' 
grab it  up qui ck lak dat . An ' carry dat tuh runnin ' watah an ' throw dat in run
Din ' watah , an ' dat will make ' em leave home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 8 ) , 2447 : 9 . ] 

57 7 2 .  U s in ' dat same s tuff dat ah told yo ' ' bout . Put on somepin an ' take de 
tracks up . Yo ' undahs tan ' ? Dey kin take yo re t r ack up an ' put i t  in runnin '  
vatah an ' dat ' ll run yo ' - always keep yo ' gain ' . [New Orleans , La . , (851 ) ,  
1317 : 5 . ] 

57 7 3 .  Dey kin take yore tra ck an ' s top i t  up an ' go an ' throw it in runnin ' 
watah . S ee , dat keep yo ' ga in ' ,  keep yo ' on de  go . Yo ' won ' b e  sat isf ied no
where yo ' go . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 224) , 2 16 : 3 . ] 

5774 . Den when yo ' walk out de yard , take de foo t of  i t  when yo ' walkin ' -
take dat track , dat lef ' one , an ' throw dat ovahbo ' d . Dat ' ll run yo ' away . 

(Which foot did you say? ) 
Dat lef t foot [ demons trates ] .  
(And you are bringing i t  back from the toe to the hee l ? )  
Yes .  [Brunswick,  Ga . , (1202) , 2018 : 10 . ] 
5 7 7 5 . Dey said dey pick yore track up aftah i t  git hard yo ' know . Dig it 

ap ,  de who le track an ' throw it in runnin ' watah , an ' dat would run yo ' crazy or 
so.pin lak da t .  Make yo ' - yo ' know , can ' t  s tay in one place .  

(Running all the t ime . ) [ Flo rence ,  s .  Car . , (1283) , 217 9 : 3 . ] 
5 7 7 6 . They say they kin take your c enter part from yo ' lef t  foot , if yo ' 

aoin' away from home , an ' put i t  in runnin ' watah an ' run yo ' away from home . 

�ER5 INTO RUNNING - THROW CENTER OF LEFT TRACK LEAVING 
SENDS AWAY - TO BRING BACK - CENTER OF RIGHT TRACK COMING 
TIED IN NEW HOME SPUN UNDER DOORSTEP - THEN IN SHOE TO RULE 

Get it if yo ' goin ' 
towards home . Take 
a young man - like 
if a lady wants a 
man , yo ' see , wan '  

w ia  tuh come t uh ' er home . Why , tuh ge t sand from out de hollow of ' is foo t , see . 
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(Which one? ) 
Out o f  the right foot ,  go in ' tuh ' er home , yo ' see . An '  tie  i t  up in a piece 

of new yellow cotton or homespun , something like that - where it nevah have been 
used , you know , an ' they bury it undah the doors tep [ to bring him to her home ] . 
An ' then they wear it in their sho e s  fer tuh hole ' em down [ after he come s ] . 
Bury it under the doors tep be tween nine and twelve o ' clock .  [Elizabeth City ,  
N .  Car . , (438) , 390 : 1 . ] 

5 7 7 7 .  Well , if ah disliked yo ' an ' 
wan ' chew tuh be roun ' me , why ah take 

d idn ' t wanta be around yo ' , an ' didn ' t 
yore track an ' j es ' p ick it  up . 

WATER , INTO NORTH RUNNING - TRACK - " GO  FROM ME" - 9 DAYS 
(Both of  them? ) 
Jes ' one , yore lef ' 
track . Take i t tuh 

a s tream of watah dat ' s  runnin ' no ' th an ' throw it in dere . An ' ah throw , ah 
turn roun ' b ack an ' says , " Go from me . "  Why in nine days dey would leave , have 
to leave off . [ S t . P etersburg ,  Fla . , (1042 ) , 1687 : 2 . ] 

5778 . Yo ' kin take his track an' move him from outa 
track an ' git  it , b ind it up in a p iece of red flannel . 

town . Take his l e f t - fo o t  
Take tuh de watah , a 

s tream o f  watah , run
nin ' watah an '  throw 
it in dere .  An ' tell 

WATER , RUNNING - THROW INTO - LEFT TRACK IN RED FLANNEL 
"AH ' M  TIRED OF BEING DEVILED WIT CHUH" 

' im tuh go , "Ah ' m  t ired 
of b ein'  deviled wit chuh . "  He ' ll be gone . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1042 ) , 

WATER , RUNNING - THROW TRACK INTO 

".QQ., AH DON ' WAN ' CHEW TUH COME BACK ANY MO "'  

1690 : 2 . ] 
5 7 7 9 . If she wan ' s tuh run ' im 
away , well yo ' take his track . 
Start at de t o e  an ' draw it back , 

de righ t  - draw i t  back . Carry i t  tuh runnin ' watah an ' throw it ovah . Dat will 
run ' im of f .  T ell ' im tuh , " Go ,  ah don ' t wan ' chew t uh come b ack any mo ' . "  An ' 
he keep ago in ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1368) , 2420 : 1 3. ] 

5780 . If  yo ' made a track , a person could take yore t rack , dey say - well , 
dey kin take dat , dey cast dat same spirit to da t ,  in dis way ,  fer as ah know . 

D ey say , "Ah have yore 
WATER , RUNNING - THROW TRACK INTO 

IN DE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, AH HAVE YORE TRACK 
AN ' NOW YO ' SHALL DO SO-AN '-SO, YO ' CAN 'T STAY HERE 

WHUTEVAH AH WAN '  CHEW TUH DO [ YO 'LL DO IT ] 

track . "  Yo ' mean if dey 
wan ' chew tuh leave town 
or s omep in? Or run yo ' 
away or somepin lak dat ? 
Or whut d ey wan ' chew tuh 

do ? Or keep on goin' ? Well , yo ' say whut chew want . Say , "In de Name o f  Jesus 
Chris t ,  ah have yore t rack an ' now yo ' shall do so-an ' -s o . Yo ' can ' t s tay heah . 
Whutevah ah wan ' chew tuh do [ yo ' ll do it ] , "  Well , den,  yo ' t ake dat tuh de 
rivah an ' yo ' throw i t  ovah dere . Yo ' combine it  all in s omepin an ' take i t  tuh 
a runnin ' s tream o f  wa tah an ' throw i t  ovah . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1086) , 1754 : 9 . ] 

5 7 8 1 .  M e  an ' ' er wu z  good frien ' s ,  an ' so  she wanted t uh take mah husban ' 
an ' so she wanted tuh git mah track . ' S tead [ instead ] o f  ' er gi t tin ' mah track , 

WATER , RUNNING - OWN TRACK INTO BY MI STAKE 
well she go t her s . An ' she took 
dat an ' chunk i t  in runnin '  watah . 
An ' so she went down dere in 3 days , 

why she went down dere tuh drown ' erself . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1127 ) , 1833 : 4 . ] 

WATER - TIDE - TRACK INTO 
5782 . Dey pulls it [ foot track ] back . An ' ah ' ve 
heard ' em pull it back , an ' den dey take it an ' some
times dey wan '  chew tuh go way . Yo ' throw it in de 

runnin ' watah , when de tide ' s go in ' up , an ' den dey goes out . Ah have know ' em 
to do dat .  
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(They pull this foo t track back toward them. ) 
Yes , pul l d e  s and back . 
(Ye s , which one , either one? ) 
De left . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1004) , 1620 : 3 . ] 
5783 . (Now , if they want to run you away , they do s omething els e ,  d id you 

say? )  
Dey ' ll take dat track an '  

agains t de tide - like i f  de 
dey ' ll eithah sew it up tight an ' dey th� it 

WATER - TIDE - TRACK SEWED UP 

t ide is goin ' out , dey ' ll throw it out , s ee . An' 
de t ide carries [it  out ] an ' den yo ' g o  away an '  
nevah return . [ Savannah , Ga . , (539) , 659 : 2 . ] 
5 784 . They measure your track with a string and 

send you out of the neighborhood . And st ick it down at the low-water mark . They 

WATER - TIDE - MEASURE TRACK WITH STRING 
TIE TO STICK AND DRIVE INTO LOW-WATER MARK 

t ie i t  to a stick and stick it down 
at the low-water mark . That ' s  to 
put you on a drift , to send you away 
from home . When the tide comes in , 

that covers the s tick ;  and when the tide runs down [ out ] , that ' s  carrying you 
avay from home . [ St .  James , a black community about 5 miles from Pocomoke C ity , 
Kd . , (102) , by hand . ] 

5 785 . An o ld woman told me one time how to keep anybody from coming to  your 
house . I asked her what was it . And she t old me , in the summertime when the 

WIPPED FOOT TRACK 
peach trees put out , to get some little twigs off the sugar 
[maple]  tree ; and when the person come to the house you 
didn ' t w�there , j ust  go after they were gone , and wi th 

� twigs whip their tracks all the way out of your house , and they won ' t ever 
ca.e there any more . Over thirty years ago [ 1906 ] . [ This man ( 28 )  from the edge 
of Newport News , Va . , I interviewed by Ediphone at Old Point Comfort , Va . , in 
1936 . 1 

5786 . Ah know if yo ' love a man 
bis track an' tie it  up in a rag or 
s�ep of a house an ' beat dat thing , 
.Ab. heard of  dat . 

�at did you put this track in? ) 

an ' he had [ an idea o f ]  leavin ' yo ' , yo ' take 
sompin dat won ' break yo ' know . An ' go on de 
dat all tuh p iec es , an'  yo ' ll break ' em up . 

Have tuh take i t  in a rag or sompin ,  yo ' know. 
(And all you do , j us t  beat it on the step? ) 
Yo ' ve seen people take a s ack an ' beat it , haven ' t  chew? Beat it t ill yo ' 

&i� dat dus t all tuh p ieces . 
(Then he won ' t leave you? ) 
Yeah , dat ' s  de way dey do ' s . 
{This man won ' t leave you if you b eat his t rack up ? )  
If he payin ' ' er no mind an ' he took up wit somebody else ovah yondah , an ' yo ' 

4D dat . She ' ll fall out wit him an ' he ' ll turn an ' come back home . [ Fayette
�e . N. Car . , (14 35) , 2601 : 7 . ] 

578 7 . Well , dey supposed tuh go an ' git t in '  yo ' left fee t an ' git some of da t 
..ad ;  take that sand an ' j es ' put it in a han ' kerchief , an ' take dat an ' go an ' 

w.TSIEY - JOHN DE CONKAH - COLOGNE 
3 DBESSINGS DAILY FOR FOOT TRACK 

git s ome John de Conkah an ' some whiskey 
an ' some cologne , an ' take an ' ball it up , 
an ' j es ' take an ' ao logne it.  IF YO '  DRINK 
WHISKEY , TAKE AN ' PUT A LIL ' WHISKEY ON IT 

� TIMES A DAY - JES ' AS OFTEN AS YO ' DRINK WHI SKEY - AN '  KEEP IT CONCEALED 
... BOT LET NOBODY TECH IT . D ey says , dat ' ll keep ' er watchin' yo ' . Don ' mat
tabs who git ' er ,  he can ' t keep ' er - dat i f  yo ' wan ' ' er .  

{You do this to your girl and she couldn ' t  leave you? That is to hold your 
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girl or a woman could hold her man? )  
Yes suh . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455 ) , 2644 : 23 . ] 
5 7 88 . Now , de way yo ' could stop yore foot track , yo ' could take some - git 

chew a little concentrated lye , an '  half-a pint of whi skey , an ' ' bout a teaspoon 

WHI SKEY - LYE - CAMPHOR - NAME ON PAPER - TRACK - BOTTLED 
BURY RIGHT SIDE OF DOORSTEP FOR PROTECT ION 

fulla camphor , an ' 
put it in dat bottle 
yo ' und er stan ' • An' 
also write dere name 

on it an ' j is '  shake it up an ' down unti l  dat all come tuhge thah - dat papah an ' 
lye an ' s tuff come tuhgethah . All right . Wheresomevah yo ' re at , i f  yo ' s  in a 
location wheresomevah yo ' be  at , j is '  bury it down right - j is '  at d e  r ight s ide 
o f  de do ' s tep , right a t  de right s ide of yore do ' step . Well , den dey couldn ' t do 
a thing wit yo ' • 

(That would keep that pers on from harming you? ) 
Dey won ' t do yo ' any harm. [Memphis , Tenn . , (951) , 1536 : 3 . ]  
5 789 . D e  foot track is  fo ' makin ' yo ' walk.  
(How do they do that ? ) 
Dey take a wasp nest  an ' dey burn dat wasp nes t . An ' git  de print of yore 

t rack from da t - halfway lak dat , an '  scrape dat f irs ' dirt back towards de 
f ront . 

(Where do they take from the to e .or from the heel? ) 
Scrape towards de to e first  an ' d en yo ' scrape back tuh de heel . Den yo ' g i t  

dat d ir t  in d e  centah [ o f  the track ] der e .  An ' yo ' mix dat an ' de wasp nes ' to

Rn!Q.: "DE WIN ' ' ILL BLOW DAT AWAY" 
CENTER OF TRACK - WASP NEST - PARCHED - HELD OUTDOORS 

gethah on de s t ove an ' 
burn i t . An ' yo ' git  
outside an ' yo ' hold 
yore han ' up - have i t  

[mixed wasp powder and foo t track ]  in  yore han ' , an ' de wind will blow d a t  away ,  
see . An ' whichevah way dat blows , why yo ' ll  go da t way . 

(In o ther wo rd s , you scrape the dir t  b ack f rom the middle - b ack to the toe 
and back to  the heel? Get that dirt down at the middle? ) 

Down in d e  centah dataway . [ This rite i s  from my f i r s t  t r ip t o  Memphis . See 
f o llowing r i te . ] [Memphis ,  T enn . , ( 938) 1 1517 : 12 . ] 

5 7 9 0 . Yo ' take a wasps nest  an ' take a per s on ' s  track hal fways ;  s crape de  
dirt back f rom r ight about middleways in de  foot  tuh de  heel [ demons trates ] .  

WIND : WASP NEST BURN 
MIX WITH LEFT TRACK S CRAPED 

MIDDLE TO HEEL , MIDDLE TO TOE 
PUT ON HAND - GO OUTDOORS 

3 HOLY NAMES - LET WIND BLOW DUST AWAY 

(From the MIDDLE OF THE FOOT BACK TO 
THE HEEL . ) 
Yeah , back tuh de heel , an ' den back 
tuh de toe [ demons trates] . 
(Then you b egin in the middle and SCRAPE 
FROM THE MIDDLE UP TO THE TOE . )  
[ To scrape from hollow or middle o f  foo t 

track to heel , then from middle to  toe , is  unusual if no t rare . ] 
G i t  dat sand or dirt . Burn yore wasp [ nes t ]  in yore s t ove an ' git do s e ashes 

of  de wasp nest , an' mix de  ashes an ' de  dust tuhge thah , de foo t dus t . Yeah , mix 
i t  all up good tuhge thah an ' take dat an ' put it in de palm o f  yore han ' , an ' yo ' 
s tand out [ door s ]  an ' yo ' say , In de Name of de Father� de Son� [an ' Holy Ghos t ] . 
An ' whichevah way dat wind b lows , why a person dat yo ' don ' wan ' aroun ' or  sompin, 
dey ' ll go away . Dat ' s  a easy way tuh git  rid o f  ' em .  Dey ' ll g o  o n  o f f . 

(You take e ither foo t t rack? ) 
No , take de lef t  one . [ This rite  come s from my s econd t r ip to Memphis and it 

was given by an informant different from one in preceding rite . ]  [ The spirit o f  
the wasps chases  away t h e  sp irit in the foo t  track . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1 5 24 ) , 
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27 21 : 1 . ] 
5791 . Go tuh de forks of de road , anybody yo ' wanta send dem t uh travel or 

run ' em  away f rom dere . Goes out d ere when d e  wind be  blowin ' . Take some of ' is 
track an ' red p eppah an ' salt , an ' throw it an ' say , "Go , yo ' s on-o f-a-b itch . "  

VUID BLOWING AT FORKS OF ROAD - THROW INTO - TRACK AND SALT 
AND RED PEPPER MIXED - SAY , "GO ! YO ' SON-OF-A-BITCH" 

Dataway . Or yo ' 
kin throw it in 
some watah . 

it into s ome water and i t  will do the same thing . 
stuf f ? ) 

(Or you can throw 
Which way do you throw tha t  

D e  way yo ' want ' im tuh go . 
(well , what about , the wind b lowing ? ) 
De wind will b low it  de  way he want ' em t o  go . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1158 ) , 

1929 : 3 . ] 
5 7 9 2 . Git de feet track mee tin '  it . 
(Pick it up mee ting it - that is , they are coming to you . ) 
Yes . Yo ' p ick it  up on a paddle or yo ' know somepin . P ick it up whole . Yo ' 

� it intuh yo ' lef '  han ' . An ' take i t  on in [ hous e ]  an ' mix b lack p eppah an ' 

irrND - CAST TO - 9 MORNINGS AT SUNUP - 9 EVENINGS AT SUNDOWN 
TRACK - LIFTED WITH PADDLE - DUMPED INTO LEFT HAND - MIXED 

WITH BLACK PEPPER AND SALT - CALLING VICTIM 3 TIMES 

salt wit it . An ' 
call yo ' [vic t im ' s ]  
name three times as 
yo ' mix it . Now , 
yo ' will have tuh 

take dat fer nine mawnin ' s  an ' go out wit de sunup . An ' in de evenin ' s  wit de 
sandown . An' cas t it b efo ' de fo ' wind s , yo ' know , an ' put down certain words . 

(What words would you put down? ) 
Ah don ' know whut de words are . 
[There are many examples of these words of  dismissal in HOODOO : Go, never 

�turn, etc.  O f t en a cur s e  is  added . ] 
How ,  den , dat will put chew tuh wandahin ' ,  run yo ' away , or run y o ' crazy . 

Yo ' ain ' touched [ in the head ] , yo ' won ' have no mind tuh do nuthin , yo ' ain ' t 
crazy ;  [you ] j es '  wandahin ' .  

(Res tles s . )  [Washington , D . C . , (6 2la) , 7 9 6 : 2 . ] 
5 7 9 3 . I f  a man stay away from a hous e ,  j e s ' go ahead 

a .an tuh s tay ' way from a hous e ,  all she go tta do , j e s '  

WIND - TO BE BLOWN BY : TRACK FROM ONE PART OF FARM 
SCATTERED WITH SULPHUR IN ANOTHER PART - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

an ' - if a woman wants 
go an ' take his track . 

Take his track an ' 
mix his track up in 
some sulphuh . An ' go 
an ' take it an ' carry 

it way off , somewhere in ano thah part of de farm an ' throw dat s tuf f - j es ' throw 
it away . An ' when yo ' throw it , don ' t look back , j es '  go right on - j es '  don ' t  
look back , an ' he ain ' t comin ' back no mo ' .  [ F lorenc e ,  s .  Car . , (1308 ) , 2213 : 6 . ] 

5 7 94 .  [ The p receding rite  in various ver s ions mus t  have been f airly common 
�t one t ime in country distric t s . S imilarly , c i t ies also have variants of sending 

lmiD TO BLOW : TRACK MIXED WITH SALT AND THROWN INTO STREET 
away by wind . One 
follows : ]  
Jes ' pick up dere 

track an ' put salt in it an ' t hrow outdo ' s  out in de  street • • •  That will make them 
-.ve . 

(They take either track? ) 
Both .  
(Put salt in b o th tracks ? ) 
Yes .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1464) , 265 0 : 1 2 . ] 
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5 79 5 .  Aftah yo ' leave a foot track in dus t ,  well dey say yo ' take dat per
son ' s foot track up , see , de whole print of dat track . S ee , yo ' git chew a 

WISH - AFTER TAKING FERRY BOAT TO MIDDLE OF RIVER 
AND THROWING PERSON ' S  FOOT TRACK OVER SHOULDER 

stick or spoon or somepin 
an ' yo ' pick it up , an ' yo '  
put it in a ' east [ yeas t ]  
powdah can . An ' dey say yo ' 

go tuh de rivah on de ferry boat , an ' dey say let de boat git in de middle of  de 
rivah . An ' when yo ' think it ' s  in de centah of de rivah , say yo ' throw dat can 
ovah yo re lef ' shouldah an ' make a wish . An ' dey say , as long as dat can drift  
up an ' down de  rivah , dat yo ' ll dri f t ; an ' when dat can begin tub seep watah an ' 
fall tuh de b o t tom, dey say yo ' die . 

(I  see . Well , now , how many tracks ? 
No , dey say yo ' take de lef ' track . 
(Oh , only your left  track? ) 

Do they get a spec ial track or what? ) 

Only de lef ' track . [New Orleans , L a . , ( 7 8 3 ) , 1085 : 2 . ] 
5 7 9 6 . If  they want chew to b e  with them, why they bury i t  under the doors tep . 

Like i f  they want chew to come to my home , see , I bury it under the doors tep . 
And if  they want to run you away , why put that in running water and make a wish . 

WI SH : TO BRING - BURY INCOMING TRACK UNDER STEP - OR 
TOSEND AWAY - THROW OUTGOING TRACK INTO RUNNING WATER 

j us t  if yo ' want ' em  to come to your home , see , yo ' take 
to de home . I f  yo ' want ' em  to leave , yo ' git it out o f  
leave home . [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438 ) , 401 : 3 . ] 

6 .  HAIR FROM THE HUMAN BODY 

(Which tracks do they 
use? ) 
Get d e  d irt  from under 
de right foo t .  Like , 
i t  when they ' re coming 
that track when they 

[The s ixth section of division THE PHYSICAL HUMAN BODY ITSELF is �· De
spite the hundreds of hair r i tes that now follow , hundreds more are  scattered 
throughout the t ext of Hoodoo , b ecause hair is o f ten only one ingredient in a 
compound rite containing other important substances : URINE , BLOOD , GRAVEYARD 
�. etc . ] 

[ The 10 submargin rites under this  margin title recall the well-known b elief 
that hair continues to grow a long time after death - FAC I ,  2nd ed . , 15415 , p . 714; 

1st  ed . , 1036 7 , p . 595•  Not so 
A FEW EXAMPLE S : HAIR TAKEN FROM BODY STILL GROWS well known are the following 

b eliefs about living hair 
cont inuing to grow, after it has been taken from the body : ] 

5 7 9 7 . An ' den i f  yo ' fall fer a man an ' a man don ' t  care very much about 
chew - eithah a woman kin do it  or  eithah a man kin do it - yo ' take an ' pull two 
stran ' s  of  ' is hair outa his haid an ' yo ' put it in each heel o f  yore shoe , an ' 

yo ' wear it in yore shoe 
(1 )  ONE HAIR FROM HIS HEAD IN EACH HEEL OF HER SHOE fo ' nine days . An ' aftah 

yo ' wear it  in yore shoe 
fo ' nine days , he ' ll s tart to fallin ' fo ' yo ' an ' he ' ll b e  s o  crazy about chew den 
dat he wouldn' t even leave yore house . Yo ' s ee de longah dis hair grow , de long
ah ' is love will grow fo ' yo ' . 

(You take two s trands o f  his hair and you put one s trand in each shoe? ) 
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Yes sir . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 13 2 2 ) , 2266 : 2 . ] 
579 8 .  Dey s ay dey kin take yore hair an ' run yo ' crazy . Dat why so [many ] 

people is crazy today . Dey say yo ' kin take dis  top cleft from de mo le o f  yo re 
hair , an ' dey say yo ' kin take an ' bury dat , dey say , an ' long as yo ' live , dey 
say , yore hair j es '  begin to grow , grow longah . An ' dat make yo ' lose yore mind . 

( 2 )  BURY HAIR FROM MOLD OF HEAD 
(What hair grows longer ? On your head or  
the hair they take ? )  
D e  hair what  dey takes , what  dey kin git 

from y o ' . Well , yo ' see , dey take an ' p lant dat hair . Well , long a s  dat hair 
is planted dere , an ' yo ' livin ' , yo ' see , it  will grow ; but when yo ' die , well 
it will quit growin ' .  

( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 3 ) , 1085 : 6 . ] 
5 7 9 9 . A lit tle piece of yore hair - dey say dey takes dat p iece o f  yore hair 

from de top partment in de centah [ the par ted place at the mold ] an ' put it in 

( 3 )  HAIR GROWING IN CEMENT CAUSES  DIZZINESS 
de [wet ] c ement s teps an ' bury 
i t ; make yo ' have funny kin ' a  
feelin ' s towards de haid . Yo ' 

see , j es '  lak someone is  con crete f ixin ' [building ] a concrete step , yo ' kin 
j is '  go an ' chip undahneath it an ' bury dat [hair ] . An ' fine ' ly it will , dat 
concrete - it will, grow [ the hair ]  yo ' s ee in de concrete step . Dat make diz
z iness  about de head . [New Orleans , La . ,  (804) , 11 28 : 7 . ] 

5800 . Yo ' take hair ag ' in , take her hair , yo ' scratch yore flesh lak dat 
[demonstrates ] ,  an ' ah don ' care whut kinda woman she is  [ I  interrup t ] . 

(You s cratch your f lesh on that arm 
or either arm? ) 

( 4 )  TO MAKE WOMAN ' S HAIR GROW ON HIS ARM Eithah arm . 
(Either arm j us t  above your wris t . )  
Yes , an ' git d e  point of  dat hair 

down in dere , an ' den yo ' take a p iece [ clo th ] an� b in '  [ b ind ]  dat d ere , an ' two 
uh [ or ]  three days aftah yo ' b ind it dere hit ' ll ketch root - it ' ll grow . An ' ah 
don ' t care where yo ' go uh [ or ]  whut chew do , yo ' ll nevah git rid o f  dat woman . 
She ' ll love yo ' . 

( In other words one o f  her hairs i s  growing r i ght out o f  your arm? ) 
Yes . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1530) , 2736 : 1 . ] 
5801 . If  dey go t holt o f  yore hair , dey could take it  - take yore hair , nine 

s tran ' s o f  yore hair an '  nine needles an ' seven [ nine? ] threads of  red s ilk 

( 5 )  9 HAIRS - 9 NEEDLES - 9 RED SILK THREADS - BURY 
CIRCUMAMBULATE 9 TIMES - WISHING 9 TIMES 

thread , an '  take an ' 
carry it  out j es '  as de 
sun go down an ' b ury it . 
An ' walk aroun ' it nine 

times an ' make a wish each t ime dey go r oun ' it  an ' it  will cuz yo ' - as yore 
hair b egin to grow wi t ' in dat thread an ' needle s , sharp pains b egin to penetrate 
through yore haid , an ' as de hair grow , why de pains will grow . [Washington , 
D . C . , ( 642 ) , 831 : 2+85 . ]  

580 2 .  Take a person hair an ' all yo ' kin d o  - take a person hair an '  vrop it 
wit s ome whut chew call yallah [ yellow] homespun an ' wrop it up in it an' weah 

( 6 )  HAIR WRAPPED IN YELLOW HOMESPUN 
it in yore pocket . Dat ' s  love . An '  it  
[ hair]  will grow in your pocket . Long 
as yo ' keep dat hair , her mind will b e  

on yo ' ; but d e  day yo ' lose  dat hair , why yo ' ain ' t got nobody . [Charleston , 
S .  Car . , (520) , 6 2 0 : 6+85 . ]  

5803 . Dey kin git a thin ' dey call d evil ' s-shoes tring . Dey kin git  a thin ' 
dey c all Nine Wi tahe s [ a  hoodoo- store product ? ]  an ' put along wit dat [ hair ] , an ' 
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den some corn whiskey , camphor an ' bury dat . 
(This hair? ) 
Yas , an ' de longah dat grows - de more dat hair grow , de worsah yo ' ll git . 
(What will that do to you ? ) 
Well , it will send yo ' crazy , if  yo ' don ' t  
[ For the pre ceding Nine Witches ,  I did not 

that  brushlike deformity of small branches of  

git somebody to take i t  o f f  yo ' . 
suggest a p iece o f  witche s ' -broom ,  
trees and shrubs caus ed b y  fungi , 

( 7 )  DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING - NINE WITCHES - CORN WHI SKEY 
CAMPHOR - HAIR - BURIED 

rust s ,  etc . The sug
gestion was no t made 
because few pers ons in 
my experience know the 

witches ' -broom and I personally never encountered any folklore saying or belief 
about it . Yet the oldtime Germans of Adams County ,  Illinois , surely knew the 
word h exenbesen. [ Charles ton ,  s .  Car . , (? ) , 602 : 2+8 5 . ] 

5804 . D ey kin take yer hair from yer haid an ' take it  tub a red oak tree , 
an ' on de eas t  side of  dat tree , yuh bo ' yuh a hole - dat ' s fa ' tub run yuh 

(8)  HAIR PEGGED INTO EAST S IDE OF RED OAK TREE 
crazy . Bo ' yuh a hole in 
dat tree an ' put dat hair in 
dere . Take yuh a st ick an ' 

trim it . S top dat hole up , yuh know , j es ' as yuh put in a peg lak dat . Put i t  
i n  dat tree an ' s top i t  up in dere an ' g o  ahead on . Well , a s  dat hair - s ee , 
dat hair is  gonna grow an ' as dat hair grows , dat take s yer mind . Yuh has no 
mind fa ' nuthin . An ' when dat hair beginnin ' tuh grow , hit ' ll run yuh stone 
crazy - yuh don ' t even know nuthin . Yuh haven ' t got no mind fo ' nuthin . 

( 9) HAIR BURIED UP-AND-DOWN IN GREEN TREE 
[ Memphia,  Tenn . , (153 7 ) , 2 7 9 6 : 1 . ] 
5805 . [ Hair o f  t he prec eding rite  
was placed horizontally in tree ; 

here we have the up an '  down or vertical posit ion . ] 
Dey tell me dey take dat hair an ' if dey wanta give yuh b ad luck dey take it 

an ' go tuh a green tree , an ' put a s tran '  of dat hair up an ' down dat green tree , 
yuh know , an'  d en le t it grow up in dere as de tree grow up . Now dey say dat ' ll 
run yuh crazy . Yuh know , dat ' s bad luck . [Waycross , Ga . , (1148) , 1870 : 14 . ] 

( 10 )  HAIR WILL GROW IN BOTTLE WITH ALCOHOL AND URINE 
5806 . Ah said d ey would 
put it in a bottle . 
(What would they take? ) 

Dey would take some of  yore urine . 
dat wit dat . 

Yuh know whut dat is  don ' t chew? An ' put in 

(Tell me right from the beginning everything they do . What do they put in the 
b o tt le? ) 

De hair , an ' den d ey put in alcohol wit dat . Hit ' ll make i t  grow yuh know . 
An ' hit carry yuh right o ff . Yuh can ' t stay dere in dat plac e .  

(You told me they kep t  it i n  there a c ertain length o f  time . )  
Ten days . 
(And where do they keep that bottle? ) 
Oh , somewhere close in de hous e - undah de bed , sompin lak da t . 
(What do they do af ter they keep it  ten days? ) 
Dey take it  an ' bury it . 
(And what will that do to you? ) 
Dat will run yuh , won ' t let chew come back no mo ' . [To bury something o f  yours 

to PUn yuh is no t l ogical , but intention is everything in hoodoo . ]  [Mobil e ,  Ala . , 
( 6 9 4 ) , 94 3 : 1 . ] 

5807 . Yo ' kin do dat , yo ' kin take de hair outa woman ' s haid . Co ' se [ of 
course ] ah don ' t know if a man do anythin'  to  anothah man . But if yo ' have a 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 2939 

voman yo ' wanta make love wit , yo ' j e s '  take de hair outa de mole of  ' er haid if 
yo ' poss ' bly kin . YO ' D  HAVE TO STEAL IT OUTA DERE CUZ WOMEN WON ' T  LET CHEW GIT 

ALCOHOL - BOTTLED HAIR - RED FLANNEL STOPPER - POCKET 
DAT OUTA DERE IF DEY KNOW 
IT . An '  if yo ' kin , some 
hair out de mole of de 

woman ' s ha id ,  yo ' kin put dat into a li ttle bottle , see , an ' put same alcohol 
over it , see , an ' put a flannen [ f lannel ] s toppah in it - a red flannen s toppah . 
DlT COME DIRECT DOWN FROM DE HOODOO BUSINESS cuz ah ' ve had dat . An ' tote it in 
yore pocket an ' dat woman ' ll come back to yo ' . Don ' t care wher e  she is , she ' ll 
came back to yo ' .  I f  she don ' t  come back she ' ll go crazy . [ For alcohol , see 
also margin title WHISKEY . ] [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1031) , 16 7 6 : 1 . ] 

5808 . Now , yore hair - see now, yo '  kin take yore hair . Yo ' kin take yore 
hair - a person kin t ake yore hair . She kin take yore hair an ' she kin take one 

ALCOHOL - 24 HOURS IN - HAIR DOUBLED AND TWI STED 
SILK THREAD ABOUT - WEAR IN POCKET 

stran ' of it , j is '  say one 
s tran ' , an ' double it an ' 
kinda twist it  an ' put a silk 
thread aroun ' i t .  Take dat 

hair an '  put it into somep in lak alcohol . Keep it  in dat alcohol 24 hours . Take 
it out an ' weah i t  in yore pocket , an ' yo ' nevah have no mo ' good sens e .  Yo ' ll 
j is '  - yore haid will b e  j i s ' worryin ' yo ' all de time . P eople b een callin ' dere , 
(you] say ,  "Well , ah go t a bad headache . Mah haid worryin ' me . "  Doc tors [M. D .' s ] 
kaow it , but yet - s till dey don ' t know whut it is . Ain ' t no good t o  do , unless 
dey could git dat hair an ' do ' way wit it . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1097 ) , 1 7 67 : 2 . ] 

5809 . If a person angry wit yo ' an ' yo ' d idn ' t  know it , dey could put dere 
ban ' s on yore haid on de top o f  yore hair an ' it would all come out - from de  t op 

of yore haid , an ' all yore hair would come out . But i t  would 
AHGER KILLS HAIR have to be a person dat i s  real angry wi t yo ' . Ah nevah heard 

where [whether ] it wuz anythin ' dey would put on de han ' or 
DOt . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 2494 : 11 . ] 

5810 . [ I  have included this margin tit le because LIVE THINGS IN YOU ( Section 
8) is based upon the theory that some animals ar e reproduced through their blood . 
Our informant evidently confines the word animaL to hors e ,  cow ,  dog , cat , etc . ; 

a lizard or a snake being an ins ect . ] 
AliiMAL BLOOD AND HUMAN HAIR Yo ' kin take yore hair an ' put nine drops of any

thing ' s b lood on it - yo ' know , insects - an ' put 
run yo ' crazy . it in runnin ' water an ' 

(You t ake nine drops of any kind of blood from an animal or insec t  or any-
thing? ) 

Insect - not a animal , a insect . 
(Any kind o f  an insect ? )  
Yes suh , a lizard or a snake , an ' put it in runnin ' water an ' dey say dat will 

ran yo ' crazy . [ Waycros s , Ga . ,  (114 7 ) ,  187 0 : 3 . ] 
5811 . In o rder to make a person lose  his mind , i t  is said you 

strands of hair from his head and put into a bottl e , and three or 
�lood from any animal . This bot t le i s  buried and kept buried for 
wtdch time the person to which the hair b elonged will become very 
wdll die . [ Fredericksbur g ,  Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

take several 
four drops of 
six months , in 
sick and then 

5812 .  [ Version 1 ] : Yo ' kin take yore hair , take my hair , an ' de man ' s hair 
.. t ,  y o '  know from down here , yo ' know , an ' wrap it togethah an ' a ravel out from 
wadah hi s arm - yo ' know, right nex ' to where he wear ' is clothes . 

( In his armpits . )  
Jis ' a ravelin ' . Take dose two hair s , yo ' know , an ' wrap ' em togethah , an ' 

� yo '  git a ravel from out de seat of ' is pants - out de seat o f  ' is undahweah . 
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An ' wrap all dat togethah - j is '  wrap evah bit  of  it togethah , an ' go to  a ant ' s  

ANT NEST - HEAD AND PRIVATE HAIR 
TWI ST - TIE WITH RAVELING 

nest  an ' dig in dat ant ' s nes t .  Yo ' know , if 
he ' s  not treat in ' yo ' r ight , dig in dat ant ' s 
nest an ' put dat in dat ant ' s  nes t . An ' j i s '  
as long as he - j is ' as long as he live , he ' ll 

be worried . He ' d  j is '  be worried , he worry hisself almo s ' to  death . 
[ Version 2 ] : Git some of  ' i s hair an ' , yo ' know , twist it  toge thah , an ' g it d e  

ravel s  f rom ' is undahclothes an ' g it de ravel from down here in d e  seat o f  ' is 
undahclothes . An ' yo ' roll da t - tie it  hard , yo ' know . Roll  it j is ' as hard as 
yo ' kin , yo ' know. Go to a ant ' s  bed an ' open it . 

(Well , you ' ve got these things before . )  
[ I  am telling her she i s repeating . ] 
Yes , sir . An ' open it an '  den yo ' put it down in dere , yo ' see an ' dat j is ' 

keeps ' em fussin ' , f ight in ' an ' quarrelin ' , unt il dey [ separat e ] . [ The two ri tes . 
are s imilar but the purp o s es are dif ferent . ]  [Ver s ion 1 ,  Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 9 ) , 

ARMPIT - WORN IN - HAIR AND HEARTS COLOGNE 
IN NEW HOMESPUN BAG 

9 73 : 3 ; vers ion 2 ,  9 7 5 : 1 . ] 
5813 . D ey tell me dey take hair out 
de top of yore haid an ' dey mix it 
wi t Hearts CoZogne an ' den sews it 

up wi t a new piece of homespun an ' wear s i t  
(Which arm d o  they wear it under? ) 

undah dere arm.  Oa t ' s  f o ' love . 

That arm there [ you are hold ing up ] ,  that ' s  the le ft  arm. ) 
Yes s ir .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (1141 ) , 1855 : 6 . ] 
5 814 . Now , ah ' ve [ heard ]  de ole people say , if  s omeone have s omepin ag ' inst 

chew an ' git  holt of  some of  yore hair , an ' take de hair dat dey git hol t  of i t 

ASHES OF HAIR IN BOTTLE - AFTER 5 DAYS 
USE FOR DIVINATION 

maybe yo ' comb ed it outa yore haid , or 
dey git  a chanc e to cut a plait  or 
sompin �ut .  Take an ' burn half of i t  
an ' place it i n  some bot tle o r  j ar an ' 

s top it  up real tight . An ' if  yo ' had evah did anythin ' to ' em , o r  somep in dey 
had heard yo ' did , an ' dey wanted t uh find out . Now , if yo ' had did somepin to 
' em an' d ey take dat [ ashes ] an ' put it in dis bottle an ' s top it  up fo ' f ive 
days . If it ' s  summah dat bot t le will begin tuh sweat an ' dat hair git  moisty . 
Said whether dey tell yo ' whut dey did or someone dey t ole whut happened or whut 
dey wanted tuh happen , dey come tuh yo ' an ' explain j is '  whut dey tole dem .  Oat ' s  
as fur as ah heard o f  da t .  

(At the end o f  f ive days that bottle will sweat ,  that hair will turn damp . )  
Yes .  [Waycro s s , Ga . , (116 3 ) , 1938 : 10 . ]  
5815 . Wal ,  dey kin take yore hair an ' cut chure hair while yo ' ' s leep , o r  

where de barbah done cut chure hair . Dey kin take dat hair an ' bury , an ' it 

BARBERSHOP HAIR 

als o later mar gin 
2896 : 3 . ] 

will run yo ' crazy . Yo ' ll lose yore mind , yo ' nevah has de 
right mind dat yo ' did when dey didn ' t  have yore hair . Yo ' 
nevah will have yore right mind . [ For barbershop hair , see 
title FISH - CAUGHT ON SUNDAY . ] [New Orleans , La . , (1574) , 

5816 . Some people won ' t have their hair cut in a barbershop at all .  They ' ll 
cut it at home , afraid their enemies might get it  and harm them . There ar e any 
number of women after they comb the ir hai r wi ll take it and put in the f ire . 
[ P et ersbur g , Va • , ( 34 ) , by Ediphone . ] 

5817 . When I go to the barb er shop I take up my hair before I leave . I won ' t  
trust my hair with nobody . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (58) , by Ediphone . ]  

5818 . Take hear t out o f a b at , chew know, an ' den yo ' take some of  ' er hair 
wit dat , an ' yo ' wear dat undah yore le f '  arm. Well , now , a ftah yo ' wear dat 
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aadah yore lef '  arm about nine or ten days , an ' have a chance to have a intah
co ' s e wit ' er ,  den yo ' ain ' t got no mo ' trouble wit ' er .  Dat ' ll lead ' er 

!!! yore way . IF  SHE GOT MONEY , or whatevah she got , AT CHURE COMMAN ' SHE ' LL 
GIVE IT OVAH - AT CHURE COMMAN ' . Now dat de heart of a bat .  Hit br ings 

&ood luck an ' bring love . [Waycross , Ga . , (1138) , 1853 : 6 . ] 

BIBLE - HAIR IN - THEN IN COLOGNE BOTTLE 
5819 . I have heard of  people git t in '  
fixed by d e  hair t o  make ' em  love yo ' .  
Take it an ' put it  in a Bible an ' let 

it set for about fo ' or five days 
cologne bottle an ' j is '  keep it . 

5820 . Take yore hair , some o f  
claim long as it s tay in dis b ird 

de b ird roost  on i t . 

an ' take it  out o f  de Bible an ' put it  in a 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (315) , 34 3 : 2+85 . ]  
yore hair , an ' put i t  in a b ird nes t .  Dey 
nes t  yo ' b e  fly in ' , yo ' be goin '  j es '  long as 

:aiRD NE ST ( In what way would you be flying? ) 
Jes ' lak , yo ' know , yo ' tryin ' tuh s tay heah , but yore mind wouldn ' t  

let chew , j es '  have tuh leave . 
(The woman would do that to get rid o f  the man. ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1067 ) , 

1726 : 13 . ] 
5821 . Take a hair of  a person head an ' put i t  in ' is [bird ]  nes t , or  put it 

�re he ' ll git it an ' he fly off wit chure hair .  Dat will run yo ' crazy , have 
yo' have A DON ' T-CARE MIND - yore mind want [ to ]  b e  runnin ' . 

(What b ird will do that ? ) 
Any b ird . [Waycross , Ga . , (1158) , 1931 : 2 . ] 
5822 . Yo ' take a person ' s hair an '  a bird ' s  nest . Yo ' comb yore hair an ' yo ' 

let chure hair git  away , dat dis bird ' ll pick it  up an ' put it in ' is ne st . An ' 
den yo ' go crazy . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1016 ) , 1645 : 6 . ] 

582 3 . Take a p erson ' s hair , a man or  a personal enemy , an ' put it into a 
•trd ' s nes t , see . An ' dat will run ' em crazy . Ah ' ve heard dat . [ St .  P et ersburg , 
Pla . , (1031) , 1677 : 3 . ] 

5824 . [For tunately the headache said t o  b e  caused by human hair in a b ird 
.est does not las t indefinit ely . ]  You kin take your hair in the spring of the 

:aiRD NE ST WITH HAIR IN SPRING - HEADACHE UNTIL AUTUMN 
year and ball it  up and 
put it  in a tree , in a 
bird ' s nest , or any place 
to  have a headache unti l  waer e  a b ird kin git it , and they claim you ' ll  continue 

the season i s  over . [ Richmond , Va . , (386 ) , 458 : 85 . ] 
5825 . If she kin git holt o f  a p iece o f  ' is hair - if he ' s left any of ' is 

t.ir ,  if i t  ain ' t but two or three strands of it  in a comb , yo ' take dat hair den 

ILACK BOTTLE - HAIR IN - URINATE ON 
BURY UPSIDE DOWN AT DOOR 

an ' put it intuh a black bot tle .  An ' den 
pee on dat bot tle , an ' at de bot tom of ' er 
do ' step turn dat bot tle - dig a hole an ' 
turn dat bottle face foremost right down 

ta de ground . An ' if he ' s  close  enough tuh b e  back in three days , he ' ll be back 
ia three days . Jes ' dat lit t le p iece of  hair . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1220) , 2341 : 8 . ] 

5826 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say , yo ' know , dat chew kin take a ,  a individual ' s  hair 
... place it , yo ' know , into a bottle dat way an ' s t op it up t ight an ' bury it 

mTILE - HAIR IN - BURIED HEAD DOWN 
undah de do ' step , or j es '  anywhere in de 
dirt wit de head o f  i t  down dat way . An ' 
dey say dat will run ' em , yo ' know, kinda 

�t half crazy where dey ' ll have diff ' ren ' minds yo ' know, have a �rin ' 
..u.d, see , not to  stay in one place . 

(You don ' t put anything els e in that bottle do you? ) 
Buthin else in dere , j es '  de hair . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1069) , 1728 : 12 . ] 
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5827 . [ The bur ial o f  hair by  it self o r  comb ined wi th other ingred ients or 
obj ect s is such a common rite  that it demands the present margin title . Normally 

burial places are spec i f ied : crossroad , doors tep , etc . I include 
BURIED HAIR the fol lowing rites here merely to estab lish the margin title . ] 

Take dere hair an ' dig a big hole intuh de ground an ' bury it , an ' 
take a long s tran ' right from de top o f  de  hair , de very top . An ' ah guarantee 
in eight days he ' ll begin - yo ' see him dryin ' ,  look lak de  eyes go in ' b egin tub 
fall out dere haid . [ New Orleans , La . , (1561) , 2857 : 10 . ] 

5 8 28 . Fo ' ins tance dey take a ball o f  a person ' s hair an ' den takes par t of 
his [ foo t ]  s tep . Ah ' ll make it  plain as dis : If  a man an ' ' is wife wuz livin ' 
heah , an ' if  she wuz bad about runnin ' aroun ' an ' wouldn ' t  s tay at home or nuthin 
lak dat , he ' d  take a plai t  of ' er hair an ' bury it aroun ' ' is house . Dat would 
always keep ' er wit ' im at ' is house , or sompin lak dat . Instid [ ins tead ] o f  
b ein ' out in d e  s treets she b e  a t  home . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1510) , 26 78 : 4 . ] 

5 8 29 . Ah ' ve heard dat a person could take yore hair an ' put it  in a bot tle , 
in anything dat dey could s top i t  up airtight , an ' i t  would run yo ' - yo ' know , 
j es '  have yo ' go in ' evah whichaway . 

(What do you do with that bott le? ) 
Yo ' bury - yo ' b uries it , buries dat bottle . [ Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1161) , 1 9 35 : 6 . ] 
5830 . (What do they do with my hair ? )  
Well , dey says dey kin run yo ' crazy , bury i t .  Put  i t  in a little  bottle  lak 

dat . Ah ' ve heard o f  f indin ' hair in dem bottles . An ' bury it . Dat suppo sed tuh 
run yo ' crazy . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 25 ) , 150 2 : 9 . ] 

58 31 . [ S imilar to the margin t i tle  BURIED HAIR,  only a few examples o f  burn
ing hair will b e  given here . Many other rites are scattered through the t ext . ] 

Dey take mah � an '  put i t  wit some sulphur an ' b rimstone , an ' dey put i t  
i n  some o f  yore watah an ' de sand - some of  d a t  sand out de hallah o f  yore t rack , 

or eithah dey take a p iece outa yore sock a t  de hollah o f  yore 
BURNING HAIR feet [ if unable to  ob tain the foot track ] . An ' put i t  toge ther 

an ' if dey want chew tuh go , why dey throw it in a runnin ' stream 
wrapped up , an ' as long as hi t  run , why j es ' de fur thah yo ' will go . An ' when
evah it stop , yo ' will s top unti l  it star t rainin ' ag ' in - till de stream s tart 
washin ' i t , see . 

An ' i f  dey wanted yo ' tub s tay or wanted yo ' t uh ki ll yo ' sel f , why dey ' d  take 
i t  an ' put it in - bo ' a hole in a tree an ' put i t  in dere an ' put a piece  back 
in dere ovah it t uh hold - keep de air from i t . 

Or , ei thah dey would t ake an ' b urn i t . An ' if  dey burn it ,  why whenevah - at 
a certain t ime de sp ell , dat s pell would come on yo ' , a real full spell - kinda 
out o f  yore senses , an ' yo ' s t ick yore head in de f iah or  maybe yo ' j ump ovah
bo ' d  an ' kill  yo ' self or sompin.  

Well , dere wuz a b oy ah know , hi t wuz a girl he wuz go in ' wit , an ' he wuz 
leavin ' for de CCC [ C ivilian Cons ervation Corp s , of the U . S . A . ] Camp . An ' she ' d  
taken ' is pic ture an ' s he put it in a - his picture an ' some sulphur an ' some--
brimstone an ' some o f  de � out ' is haid an ' de bow outa his hat , an ' dey [ wo
men] put d i s  to ge thah an ' burn i t . An ' af tah dey burn it , dey taken it out de 
fiah - j es '  burn i t , put it in a s eparate place an ' burn it in a little box 
an ' den dey taken it an ' wrapped i t  up good an ' real t i ght  an ' wore i t  in  dey 
clothes , in dere undahclo thes . Well , as long as she wore it in ' er undah
clothes why he s tayed der e .  He couldn ' t s tay ' way from ' er house . An ' when she 
taken o f f  ' er cloth [holding the as hes ] an ' put it - she ' d  throw it  in d e  fiah , 
an ' he ' d  taken an ' s tuck ' is haid in de f iah . I t  taken s ix peop le tuh hol ' 1 im 
out de fiah . An ' den he go t away an ' go t  in d e  f iah an 1 caught afiah . An ' 
whenevah dey coul d  git  ' im out , he ' d  ketch hold o f  de b ed ,  j es '  lak dat [may 
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have demonstrated ] ,  dey said . An '  he ' d  ketch de foot of  it  an ' draw it toge thah , 
j es '  bend it [ the 2 legs o f  the bed together ] . An ' he kept on lak dat till he 
died . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1209) , 2043 : 1 . ] 
---s832 . An ' den i f  ah wanta put a spell on a person , ah go git some o f  dere 
hair . Ah burn dat hair , take dat hair an '  carry it  right back an ' put it  down 
where yo ' gotta walk ovah it . An ' dat make yo ' have spells . An ' yo ' kin even 
take de hair an ' burn i t  an ' put it undah de - sew it up in some red flannel an ' 
take da t  flannel an ' carry it tuh de house , dig a hole an ' put it undah dere 
where yo ' kin walk ovah i t . Dat put anybody tuh havin ' f i ts . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
(1188) , 2006 : 10 . ] 

5833 . (Well , suppose somebody wanted to harm yo ' with that hair . What would 
they do with that then? ) 

Well , if dey want t o  do yo ' harm ,  why dey take dat an ' burn it  with sulphur . 
Dey kin harm yo ' dat way . 

(Well ,  j us t  how would it  harm you? ) 
Well it will give yo ' a ramb lin ' mind,  it has yo ' goin ' from one place to de 

othah , soonah or latah unt il yo ' don ' t  know zac ' ly [ exact ly ]  whut chew wan ta do . 
Yo' ' cumulate a s illy mind - soon die . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1025) , 1658 : 9 . ] 

5834 . My mo ther told me of  a s tory o f  TWO GIRLS LIKED A FELLAH DOWN IN 
CHARLOTTE CO . ,  VA . And one o f  them came to church with this boy on Sunday morn
iDe and the other one sang in the choir . And the fellah was s itting back there 
rith the girl , and THE OTHER GIRL PICKED A "HAPPY FIT , "  SHE GOT FULL OF THE HOLY 
�T AND SHE WENT TO SHOUTING . AND SHE SHOUTED RIGHT ON DOWN THE AI SLE TO THE 
CIIL AND CAUGHT HER IN THE HAIR , AND JUST PULL OUT A ' HOLE HANDFUL OF HAIR , STUCK 
IBIS IN HER POCKETBOOK . S o  that week the girl that took the boy to church s tart
ed to having fits , s omething-like j us t  fal lin ' -out.  I reckon they called it  
fallin ' -out fi ts .  And some o f  the clos e friends o f  the first girl asked her what 
'-d she done wi th this girl ' s hair . SHE SAID WELL , SHE JUST TOOK THE ' HOLE HAND
PCL OF HAIR AND SINGED IT , AND S IFTED IT IN HER PILLOWCASE AND SLEP ' ON IT . [ Snow 
� . Md . ,  ( ? ) , 4 : 1 . ] 

5835 . Yo ' t ake de hair from de 
[.old ] of  de hair . Well , yo ' take 

mole , take de hair r ight out de top , de mole 
dat hair an ' yo ' wrap a string around it , or 

CI!PUOR - HAIR WRAPPED WITH STRING - BOTTLED - SHAKE 
AFI'ER 9 DAYS - WRAP IN FLANNEL - WEAR 

thread , any kinda thread 
aroun ' dat hair , an ' yo ' 
put dat hair in a bottle , 
see , an ' yo ' po ' some 

ca.pbor in i t , see . Well , dat will make it ' live . Shake i t  up , s ee . Yo ' let 
� s tay in d ere nine days an ' yo ' take dat out an ' yo ' wrap in a flannen clo th . 
� it s tay in dat flannen cloth an ' d en yo ' wear it . Dat is tuh draw yore 
a.eet ie to yo ' or anybody yo ' want lak dat . 

�ose hair do you put in that bott le? ) 
well , i f  it ' s  de man , he put de woman ' s  hair ; an ' i f  it ' s  de woman , she put de  

-· s hair . 
CWbat did you say THAT CAMPHOR does for the hair? ) 
IT MAKES IT ' LIVE , KEEPS IT ' LIVE . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549 ) , 2814 : 2 . ] 
5836 . Take some of  dere hair an ' mix it wit s ome cat hair an ' put it in a 

�tle o f  vinegah an ' shake it up an ' bury it undah de do ' step an ' let chew walk 
ovah it . Dat will run yo ' 

CIX HAIR AND HUMAN - IN VINEGAR - SHAKE - DOORSTEP crazy . 

... you would bury that under my doors t ep ?  
Yes sir . 
(that would set me c razy? ) 

(That i s  if you took my hair 
Under my own doors tep? ) 
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Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , {1084 ) , 1 7 52 : 11 . ] 
5837 . Dey kin take yo ' head , d ey take some hair right from de root s of  yo ' 

hair an ' take dat an ' burn i t . An ' d en dey git  some hair from a b lack cat an ' 

CAT : BLACK-CAT-HAIR AND HUMAN-HAIR ASHES 
burn along wit dat . An ' dey take de 
ashes an ' put in a tobacco sack . An ' 
den dey take an ' put it  in a tin can 

an ' throw de can right on s traight out [ into the water ]  and [ so that it ] don ' t 
come b ack in [with ] t ide . Well , dat will run ' em crazy ins ide o f  three months . 
[Jacksonville , Fla . , {562) , 6 9 9 : 2+85 . ]  

5838 . Yo ' kin take cat hair an ' yo ' kin make a p erson love yo ' . Wel l , yo ' 
kin take de cat hair but yo ' f irs ' got ta git a plait  of  hair , a s tran ' of hair 

CAT HAIR - HER HAIR - BURN - MIX ASHES WITH HAIR GREASE 
TIE UP IN PIECE OF MENSTRUAL CLOTH - WEAR IN FOB POCKET 

from de person who yo ' 
wanta love yo ' , an ' yo ' 
take , burn dem togeth
ah . An ' den yo ' take 

some hai r greas e - d ey call it  hair grease .  Yo ' mix dat up togethah , undahstan ' .  
An ' den af tah mixin ' it up toge thah , den yo ' t ryin ' tuh make yore lady fren ' . 
Yo ' try tuh gi t holt o f  some of  ' er sicknes s , some piec e ,  if ' er c lo thes dirty , 
s ome o f  ' er sickness , an '  tie i t  up an ' wear dat in yo re fob [watch ]  pocket . Dat 
will cause her tuh love yo ' . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 39 ) , 1520 : 7 . ] 

5 8 3 9 . D ey tel l me dat chew kin take a chicken egg an ' yo ' know break it . 
Put i t  in a glas s . Be keerful [ careful ]  an ' don ' t let de yoke git broken . An ' 

CHICKEN EGG BRINGS BACK STOLEN HAIR 
if anyb ody should take a plat of hair  out 
of  yore head , you ' d  put it [ egg in glas s ] 
undahneat '  yore haid an ' in a couple o f  

days dey ' ll draw d a t  hair in d a t  glass . 
( If s omeone has taken some of  your hair and you want to  get it  back , that is  

what you  do . This hair will rise  in  the glass . )  
Yes , dat ' s  what dey tole me . [Jacksonville , Fla . , {596) , 7 6 9 : 3+85 . ]  
584 0 .  Co ' se yo ' kin take , really [ a  per s on ' s  ha ir ]  an '  ball it  up wi t hen 

feathahs an ' throw it into runnin ' watah wit yore left  hand . Dat will run a 

CHICKEN FEATHERS - HUMAN HAIR - RUNNING WATER - LEFT HAND 
person o f f . Yo ' 
kin [ take ] hair , 
anyb ody ' s  hair yo ' 

know , an ' knead it wit hen feathahs an ' throw i t  int o runnin ' watah an ' run any
b ody o f f - any kinda hen f eathah an ' throw i t  w it chure lef ' han ' . [ Savannah , 
Ga . , (1276) , 216 9 : 5 . ] 

5841 . A chicken , yo ' know he has a s lobbah in ' is mout ' . Yo ' could take yore 
hair an ' wrap it aroun ' ' is tongue an ' yo ' 11 crow lak a roostah - crow lak dey 

do . 
CHICKEN : ROOSTER TONGUE - A HAIR ABOUT - CROW LAK A ROOSTAH {That is , I would 

take one of  your 
hairs and wrap it around the roo s t er ' s tongue , and that would make you crow like 
a roo ster? )  

[ FOR ONC E , S OMEONE BESIDES MYSELF I S THE GUINEA PIG ! ] 
Yeah .  [Little Rock , Ark . , (896) , 146 7 : 1 2 . ] 
5842 . Ah heard dat chew kin git dere hair an '  go to a pond an ' ketch yo ' a 

cootah an ' t ie it on de coo tah feet an ' dat will keep ' em agoin ' . See , when de 
coo tah die , well yo ' ll die . Dat ' s  whut ah heard . [ Cooter is  a word 

COOTER confined to the U . S . A . for one o f  several turt les or tortoises : (1)  
common snapp ing turtle ; {2)  b ox torto i s e ; and {3 )  any fresh-water tur

tle of the genus Ps euderny s . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 2408 : 7 . ] 
584 3 . Yo ' git a hot-stuff bot tle [bot tle containing pepper sauce]  an ' yo ' 
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opens it up , an ' yo ' put s yore hair in i t  an ' yo ' bury yore hair , yo ' s ee ,  some
where aroun '  o f  a cornah o f  a house . Oat causes yo ' to lose yore mind . 

CORNER OF HOUSE - BURIED AT 
HAIR IN PEPPER-SAUCE BOTTLE 

(You say , they bury this bot tle? ) 
Bury de bottle an ' all . 
(This hot s tuff , you mean pepper bottle? ) 
Uh huh . An ' de more dat mold away , de more i t  

gon' a cause yo ' to lose yore mind . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 791) , 1103 : 1 . ] 
5844 . Take de hair an ' bury it  
at de corner of de house wit some 
sugah in it an ' dat will keep an ' 

CORNER OF HOUSE - HAIR BURIED AT - WITH SUGAR 

hol '  yo ' dere . Oat ' s  not tuh harm yo ' , [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1364) , 2408 : 8 . ] 
584 5 .  I ' ve heard people say da ' choo [ that you ] could take a man ' s  head - yo ' 

git a s tran ' of  hair outa de mole [mold ] o f  a man ' s  head an ' take a s tran ' of  

CROS S - MAN ' S HAIR OVER WOMAN ' S  
ARMPIT OR TAIL OF HIS SHIRT CUT OFF 

MAKE POCKETPIECE [ =  A HAND] 

hair from yore [ a  woman ' s ] head , an ' put 
' em togethah an ' cross ' em like dat [demon
s trates ] . 
(Like that - one on top o f  the other . ) 
Yeh , right  dat way . An '  take dem an' take 

a p iece o f  ' is shirt from undahneat ' ' is arm , or eithah take de tail o f  ' is shirt , 
an ' cut dat o f f , an-' wrap i t  up in dere , an ' tie  it up into a ball , an ' j is '  make 
a pocketpiece [ hand] o f  it . An ' dey say dat will keep ' im wit yeh , dat ' ll make 
' im love yo ' so he can ' t s tay away from yo ' .  Wear it in yore pocketbook or  wear 
in yore dres s  pocke t - j is '  dat yo ' keep it on yoreself . [ Baltimore , Md . , (150 ) ,  
56 : 1+85 . ]  

584 6 . Ah ' ve seen people roun ' heah take feathahs or too thpick an ' dey dress 
' em s ome way an ' den cross  ' em in yore hair an ' keep yo ' wit a severe headache . 

CROSSED - ARTICLES IN HAIR WORN 
It ' s  not tuh kill yo ' but i t  keep yo ' ,  yo ' 
know , a-lingahin ' wit a severe headache . 
(Do you know how they dress them? ) 

No sir , ah ' m not pos i tive . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1240) , 2111 : 1 . ] 
584 7 .  Dey ' ll go tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road [ changed to crossroads later ] - dey ' ll 

go to de fo ' k  o f  de road till yo ' pass es , yo ' see . Dey kin take yore hair right 

CROSS MARK WITH HAIR - AT CRO SSROAD 
to dat fo ' k  o f  de road an ' make a cro s s  
mark , [ a  cros s ]  j es '  like d e  road is , an ' 
dey ' ll drive dat hair down in dat cross

roads . Drive it  down dere , j es '  like wedge it down . Oat will keep yo ' down 
long as yo ' live . Yo ' can ' t pro sper wit nuthin • .  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1171) , 1976 : 9 . ] 

5848 . Ah haven ' t  heard dis ' n  [ this one ] , ah saw dis ' n . Ah saw a man wuz in 
love wit de girl an ' he go t holt dat girl ' s hair an ' he carried i t  to  de fo ' ks of  

CROSSROAD - HAIR BURIED AT 

wuz a road runnin '  dat way 
( Cros sed , crossroads , )  

de road , an ' he go t some little shiney stuff . Ah 
don ' t know whut dis little s tuff wuz , but he go t it  
an ' he got ' er hair an ' he carried i t  to dere . It 

[ demons trates ] - run dat way an ' it  run dis  way . 

Un ' hmm , yeah , where she could walk ovah i t  - chew know , evah t ime she come dat 
way , she walk ovah dat hair . An ' he hasn ' t got shet [ rid o f ]  dat girl yet , an ' 
dat ' s  been about nine yeahs ago . 

(Was tha t here ? )  
No , dat wuz ovah heah a t  Winds or , Ark . 
(Do you come from Windsor ?  Near there? ) 
Yessuh ,  ah ma ' ied [married ] dere . [Little Rock , Ark . , (about 885) , 145 9 : 4 . ] 
5849 . Yes sir , take de dandruff o f  yore hair an ' wrap i t  up in sompin an ' tie 

it roun ' yore wais t ,  an ' dey say dat will make ' em  love yo ' .  



2946 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

DANDRUFF - TIED ABOUT WAIST 
(They take the what ? Oh !  the dandruf f . )  
De dandruff ,  yas suh , take dat an ' wrap i t  up in 
sompin , an ' tie it roun ' yore waist ,  r i ght nex ' to 

yore necked [ naked ] skin.  S ay dat ' ll make ' em love yo ' . [Waycross·,  Ga . , (1059 ) , 
1718 : 14 .  J 

5850 . 
gits dis 

She gits somebody to  go to  di s woman ' s  house an ' gits  ' er comb . She 
comb . She git s all of  dis dandruff from d is woman ' s head out o f  dis 

DANDRUFF - GRAVEYARD DIRT - URINE : 3 INGREDIENTS 
comb . She takes it an ' puts 
dis graveyard dirt in dere . 
Den she put some o f  ' er own 

chamber Zye in it . An ' she puts dis undah de step of dis woman . Well , dey 
thought dat dis woman had went into bad health , consump t ion . An ' she went to 
de hospital an ' she died .  [ Bal timo re ,  Md . , (14 2) ,  7 2 : 1 ,  at  Chattanooga , Tenn . , 
about 1920 . ] 

5 8 5 1 .  Ag ' in ,  
up i n  a piece o f  

dey kin g o  tuh work an ' take it , dis hair , an ' dey kin sew i t  
clo th or  t i e  i t  up tight , an ' take i t  an ' put it in dere pock

DEVIL ' S- SHOESTRING - HAIR - SEW OR TIE INTO CLOTH 
etbook . Git s ome of d is 
root dey call de devil ' s
shoes tring an ' mix it wit 

dat hair an ' dey ' ll take dat an ' d ey ' ll  tie it t ight , an ' dey ' ll put it in dere 
pocketb ook , an ' dey ' l l follow dem wherevah dey g o .  

(Will  follow them any place they want me t o  go ? )  
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 6 2 ) , 2401 : 10 . ]  
585 2 .  Ah heard dat dey would take yore hair an ' dey could wear i t  in dere 

shoes unt il yore hair would ro t .  See , when yore hair would rot , i t  would r un  

DEVIL VINEGAR - HAIR IN - SHAKE BOTTLE 
OR WEAR HAIR IN LEFI SHOE 

yo '  in de insane asylum , in de crazy 
hous e . 
(They put that  in b oth shoes ? )  
In one , in de left shoe . An ' den some

time yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' put i t  in some vinegah , some devi Z vinegah. Don ' fo ' 
git about de devi Z vinegah , an ' yo ' shake it an ' us e i t . 

(What will that do i f  you put this hair in the devi Z  vinegar? ) 
I t  will run yo ' crazy . [ New Orleans , La . , (1558 ) , 2836 : 4 . ] 
5 85 3 .  If yo ' have a wife dat won ' t s tay at home , always ready tub run off . 

Well , now , i f  yo ' kin cut de hair o f f  a dog ' s tail an ' gi t chew some hair outa 

DOG TAIL HAIR - HER HAIR - FLANNEL WRAP - BURY AT DOOR 
her haid , an ' put dat 
hair togethah an ' wrap 
it up in a f lannel rag , 

an ' yo ' bury dat a t d e  do ' s tep , an ' dey all of  ' em s tay der e .  Dey won ' t leave . 

DOG TONGUE - YOUR HAIR ON 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1529) , 2 7 3 3 : 10 . ] 
5854 . Well , de slobber o f f  a dog .  Yessuh , yo ' take 
yore hair an ' put it on de roo f of ' is tongue , an ' 

den yo ' g ive ' im somepin tuh make ' im go mad , s ee .  An ' dat causes yo ' tuh go 
crazy .  

(What about the slobber then? He only slobb ers after he goes mad , i s  that the 
idea? ) 

. 

Yes . 
(That 
Yes . 
5855 . 

cow , an ' 

is  to run you crazy? ) 
[Little Rock , Ark . , (896) , 14 6 6 : 1 . ] 
Heard ' em say dat chew kin ketch a 

cut a place back of de neck an ' put 
bird or a chicken or dog or hog or 
yore hair in it an ' let it cure up , 

an ' dey s ay da t long as dey go , 
say yo ' ll go . [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  DOG - CUT BACK OF NECK - INSERT PERSON ' S HAIR 
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(1141) , 1858 : 2 . ] 
5856 . Yo ' split de tail of  a dog  or rabb it , anythin ' ,  an ' put dat person ' s 

hair on dat tail - lay it in dere , fold it  an ' lay it  in dere , an ' den sew da t 
tail back up an ' wrap it up 

DOG - SPLIT TAIL - INSERT PERSON ' S  HAIR - S EW  UP s o  dat it cain ' t come out . 
He ' ll grow back togethah , an ' 

long as dat varmit livin ' , why dat person will be crazy minded - go tub de 
' sylum. [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 946 ) ,  1525 : 12 . ] 

5857 . I ' ve seen ' em git hold of  haah an ' put a runnin ' fi ts on people by 
�in ' dat haah , ball it up in sausage . J is ' take some of yo ' haah an ' ball it  

up in sausage meat an ' give it to  a 
DOG - FEED PERSON ' S HAIR TO - IN SAUSAGE dog . When dat dog eat dat meat an ' 

dat sausage will pas s out dat do g ,  
but dat haah won ' t  come out . An '  when dat dog have runnin ' fits , yo ' ll have 
�nin ' fi ts .  [A runnin ' fit i s  a leaving-home or wandering-ab out spell . ]  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 223) , 138 : 6+8 5 . ] 

585 8 . [ They take your hair ] an ' tie it , put i t  in a c lo th ' bout dat long an ' 
sev it up , an ' let it hang down ovah yore do ' - up dere where dey can ' t see i t , 
special ly yore hair - an ' yo ' come dere out an ' in all de t ime . Dat ' s  whut ah 

heard . 
DOOR - HANG DOWN OVER - HAIR SEWED UP IN CLOTH (What will that do then? ) 

Say dat will make yo ' come in -
if yo ' don ' t wanta stay ,  why yo ' shore will come back ag ' in an ' s tay . [Waycros s ,  
Ga. , ( 1077 ) , 1744 : 1 3 . ]  

5859 . A woman kin take a man ' s  hair an ' run ' im crazy . 
{What does she do with his hair? ) 
Well , she kin take his hair an '  carry it tub de woods maybe ,  an ' put it in a 

�ree , into a hole undahs tan ' ,  an ' s top i t  up an ' no air kin git  to  it . Well , 
she ' ll run 1 im crazy . 

DOORSTEP - BURY COMB OR COMBINGS UNDER An ' a man kin take a woman ' s  hair an ' 
do her de same ident ical way . He kin 

take her hair comb an ' run ' er crazy . Well , he kin take her hair comb an ' bury 
�� undah de do ' s teps , or he kin take her hair combin ' s  an ' bury it undah de do ' 
•�ep an' run ' er crazy . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1313) , 2236 : 2 . ] 

5860 . Yo ' takes yo '  hair an ' put it in a bot tle 
DOORSTEP - HAIR BURIED UNDER an ' s top i t  up tight . Dat ' s  when he wanta gain 

yo ' back an ' come back close to him . Well , a ftah 
� put dat in dis b o t t l e  to draw yo ' back to him , he ' ll s top it down an ' bury it 
£D de foo t of  ' is s t ep . Dat will  draw yo ' back to him .  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 
(525) , 6 27 : 6+85 . ] 

5861 . Ah tell yo ' de way ah have known people to  do people harm, dat ' s  tub 
ai� some o f  dere hair an ' put i t  in a bottle an ' stop it up t ight . Put it undah 
4e doors tep , dat will run p eople crazy . Ah ' ve heard dat . 

(Whose doors tep do they put i t  under? )  
Yours . 
(The person whose hair  it  is? ) 
Yassuh , dat ' s  i t . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (985) , 1591 : 19 . ] 
586 2 .  Take a person an ' i f  he want s  tub do s omepin t o  ' em , h e  could take her 

'-ir an ' put it in a tin box an ' bury it  undah ' er do ' s tep an ' dat ' ll run a per
.ao crazy . [ Fayet teville ,  N. Car . , (1426) , 2573 : 2 . ] 

5863 .  Yo ' kin take dey hair an ' bury it  undah de do ' s tep . Dat will keep ' em 
tm.e ,  anybody dat run about a whole lot . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 34 ) , 2599 : 2 . ] 

5864 . Take de hair an ' s top it  up in a bottle an ' it  will run yo ' crazy . 
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An ' den yo ' kin take de hair an ' bury i t  undahneath de 
keep mois t , it ' s all right , but if i t  dry ,  why i t  will 

do ' steps . As long as it  
kill yo ' . 

DOORSTEP - BOTTLED HAIR BURIED UNDER 
IF MOIST , ALL RIGHT ; IF DRY , KILLS YOU 

(What do they 
s tep for? ) 

put t hat under the door-

Well , j es ' yo ' come walkin ' in an ' out 
an ' de one dat d id i t , chew know , yo ' ll 

walk in an ' out , walk in an ' out ovah it , chew know , an ' yo ' don ' t know it ' s dere . 
(Well , why would they do that to me? )  

Well , dey put i t  undah dere tub kill yo ' - some o f  ' em do . [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 2 5 34 : 9 . ] 

586 5 .  Dey take it  [your hair ] an' bury it right at de s ide o f  de house j is '  
where de watah run down o f f  de top of  de house when it rain - right in dat lit

t le trench [made by the falling water from the gut ter
less hous e ]  dey buries it dere . An ' den , j is ' like de 

EAVES OF HOUSE watah run down , dat ' s  de way yore mind an ' things b e  
(1 )  HAIR BURIED UNDER runnin ' .  Dey will run yo ' anywhere dey want wit yore 

hair . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 7 ) , 1098 : 8 . ]  
5866 . Yeah , i f  yo ' kin git hold o f  some of  ' i s hair 

an ' de seat out o f  ' is drawahs an ' put ' em togethah an ' b in '  da t up an ' put dat 

( 2) HAIR - SEAT OF DRAWERS - T IE - BURY BELOW EAVES 
in de  drippin ' of de 
house - bury i t  down 
in de ground . Or put 

it underneath yore s teps - bury 
(What will that do? ) 

it down dere in a bottle . 

Da t will make him come back . 
(Make the man come b ack home . ) [ Sumter ,  s .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2 3 98 : 4 . ] 
586 7 . Dey kin take , yo ' know , a little bunch o f  hair [demons trates ] outa de 

centah [ and ] outa de two s id es heah [ demonstrates ] . 
(Right above the ears . )  
Yes s i r .  Oat would make three bunches , see . All 

' em togethah an ' yo ' roll i t  up in sulphur . An ' yo ' 

( 3 )  3 BUNCHES OF HAIR : C ENTER - ABOVE EACH EAR 
ROLL UP IN SULPHUR - BURY UND ER EAVES OF 
WEST CORNER OF HOUSE - RIGHT SIDE ON LEAVING 

right , t ake dat an ' yo ' put 
take i t  an ' put t o  de wes t 

cornah of  yore house , to 
de right as yo ' leavin ' de 
hous e ,  s o  de rainy watah 
will be drippin ' down on 
it  all de time . [ These 3 

bunches of  hair are buried under the eaves . ]  Leave it right dere where de rain ' ll 
drip . An ' a s  long a s  dat stays dere , i t  will keep , yo '  waverin ' all de t ime ,  keep 
yo ' prackly [ pract ically ] mindless . Yo ' know , YO ' KIN NEVAH BE YORESELF - LIKE 
WE ARE NOW . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 514 , Doator Glover , see p . 2 2 58 f . ) ,  59 7 : 1+85 . ]  

586 8 .  Yeah , ah ' d  git  a stran ' of hair out of  ' er haid or ' is haid , if ah 
wanted tuh run ' em crazy . An ' ah go tuh de woods an ' ah d ig me some bait , an ' ah 

FISH - HAIR IN MOUTH OF 
take i t  tub de r ivah an ' ah ' d  f ish till ah ' d  caught a 
catf ish . An ' ah ' d  take him off  de hook quickly b efo ' 
he inj ure his self , put dis  hair in ' i s mouth an ' ah 

throw ' im back an'  he fly away . D ese people will go ' way , run ' em ravin ' crazy . 
[Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1441 ) , 2610 : 6 . ] 

5869 . Yo ' kin take de hair from undah yore man ' s arm or eithah in his haid 
lak dat an ' ketch yo ' a live fish an ' p�t ' em in runnin ' watah , s ee . An ' dat ' ll 
run ' im ' way from home i f  yo ' don ' t want 1 im tub s tay dere . 

(You get this hair from under a man ' s arm or from his head . ) 
Git s ome out ' is haid an' den undah his arm - one arm,  his right arm . Yo ' 

take hit an ' put i t  in runnin '  watah , see ,  an ' dat ' ll keep [him]  on de road all 
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de time a-goin ' . If  yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' im ,  ketch a live fish an '  put dat hair 
iD dat fish ' s mouth an ' turn it  back in de watah .  

�ouldn' t  that hair fall out o f  his mouth? ) 
Bo sub , push it fur ' nuf f down fo ' him tuh swalluh it , an ' j is '  turn ' im on 

'-ck in dere . Any kinda fish an ' dat ' ll keep ' im a-goin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn. , 
(943) . 1525 : 2 .  1 

587 0 .  [This is one o f  several informant s who stuttered . ] 
Lose yore s trength wit chure hair .  Ah hear ' em say dey kin d o  i t . 
(What do they say they can do with that?  How do t hey do that ? What have you 

.._rd them s ay? ) 
[There was a cons iderable pause between each ques tion .  A stutterer was no t 

easy to interview . ] 
Ah heard ' em say dat dey kin take yore hair an ' den put i t  in de rivah . Yes , 

sir. 
(rbrow i t  into the water? ) • 
Yes , s ir , an ' put i t  in a piece o f  b read , I hear ' em say . 
(Put it in a piec e of bread ? ) 
Put it in a piece of bread firs ' . Take de hair an ' put it in a p iece of 

tcead, an ' den dey wrap it  around [ with a cord ] , an ' put a [ small ] rock around i t  
... drop it  in de rivah , an ' a f i sh will gi t i t .  Some big fish will git holt o f  
�. an '  when dey carries it  dat run yo ' crazy . Yeah , I heard ' em tell dat ,  t oo . 
Y .. , I ' ve heard dat . [P etersburg , Va . ,  (444) , 416 : 1+85 . ]  

5871 . If dey kin git yore hair o r  anything an ' put it  in a fish mouth an ' 
� ' im  ovahb o ' d - an ' wheresomevah he go , why yo ' gon ' a ' way from heah . If 
� fish stay in dis  vicenty [vicini ty ] ,  why yo ' won ' t leave heah ; but if he evah 
Ja.ve heah an ' go tuh de Atlant ic or  anywhere , why yo ' goin '  t oo .  [ Brunswick ,  

Ga . ,  (1189 ) , 2009 : 9 . ] 
IISB - HAIR IN GILL OF 58 7 2 . Well , dey take yore hair - one of de details of 

it . A person maybe wanta drive yo ' crazy . Well , dey ' ll 
a.ke de hair an ' take it  out by a f i sh , a catfish , an ' tie de hair into de gill 
... dey ' ll turn de catfish loose - put him back in de water . [Waycros s , Ga . , 
(1168) , 1974 : 1 . ] 

5873. I was in the barber shop one night at Eatonton , Ga . , and a fellow said 
Ia kDowed a fellow that run another fellow out of t own with this hair . The fel

low was going with his girl , and a friend of h is told 
JISB - CAUGHT ON SUNDAY him how to  get rid of  him .  So he did what this friend 

HAIR IN GILL OF said . He take s some of his [ the rival ' s ] hair on a 
Sunday morning ; he has to get i t  on a Sunday morning . 

� t ime  the barber shops used to  b e  open on Sunday morning . And [ he ]  went t o  
flsbing that same Sunday , and caught a fish and put the hair i n  the fish gill , 
... turned the fish back loose in the water . And they say that fellow lef t  town 
� same Sunday evening . [ For barber shop hair , see aZso margin title BARBERSHOP 
� p . 2940 . ] [ By hand , from Pul lman porter , on train between Chest er , Pa . and 

Baltimore ,  Md . ] 
liSa - HAIR TI ED TO FIN OF 58 74 . Ah heard dat dey take a strand of a woman ' s 

hair or a man' s hair , an ' take an ' ketch a cat f i sh 
... tie it on tuh ' is fin , an ' s ' long a s  dat catfish goin ' yo ' ll b e  go in ' - j es '  
---�h�i�n' j es '  lak a f ish . As s oon as de fish die , yo ' ll die . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 

(1365) , 2412 : 1 . ] 
IISI SLIT TAIL OF - 2 HAIRS IN 5875 . Dey kin take two stran ' s  of yo ' an ' mine 

hair , or e ithah yores , an ' ket ch chew a live 
...... any kinda fish yo ' could git  - git  yore hand on ,  even dis  goldfish - an ' 
� de tail of it  an ' put [ the hair ] in dere , an ' turn i t  back loose tuh run in 
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de water , an ' yo '  goes o f f  as he go , [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1210) , 2 046 : 11 . ] 
5 876 . D ey could run yo ' prackly [ pr actically ] craz y . Dey ' ll go an '  gi t , 

ketch a f i sh outa de watah , a l ive fish an ' git a s trand o f  thread dat nevah been 

F I SH - TIE HAIR TO NEW THREAD 
PULL THROUGH NEEDLE - PUSH THROUGH TAIL 

ON DE WASTE OF DE MOON 

used . Tie dat hair to dat thread an ' 
pump a needle wit da t in it through dat 
f ish tail , de end o f  his tail . An ' 
carry i t  fo ' ty or fif ty miles from dere 
an ' turn ' im loos e in de watah . An ' dat 

is  a crazy man . He ' ll go dat way an ' when yo ' f ind ' im  he ' ll be  dataway - crazy . 
An '  de first days aftah yo ' drop dat fish down in dat watah , he ' s  gone . But chew 
do ' s  dat on d e  was te o f  d e moon . 

(You j us t  take a strand o f the man ' s  hair and you 
piece of thread that has never been used . Then pull 
then you run this needle through the f ish ' s tail and 
the fish ' s  tail . )  

2394 : 4 . ] 

t ie i t  up in a string , a 
i t  through this needle and 
let the man ' s  hair go through 

Yessuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1360 ) , 
58 7 7 .  Dey kin put choo in bad wit 

an ' go to de creek an ' ketch a fish . 
de hair . Dey take a strand o f  yore hair 
An ' take a needle an ' stick dat hair in 

FISH - THREAD NEEDLE WITH A HAIR AND TIE 
STICK THROUGH FISH - OVER SHOULDER INTO WATER - "GO" 

dat needle ,  an ' leave it 
prong [s ee later]  out ,  
an ' throw dat f ish back 
up ovah yore shouldah 

[ into the creek ] an ' 
(You put the hair 
Dat ' s r ight . 

say , "Go ! "  An ' dat f ish evahwhere he go yo ' ll go . 
in the needle and push the needle through the f i sh? ) 

(And leave the hair in the fish? ) 
Yes sir , leave de prong [ point ] s tickin ' out , choo know. Evahwhere he go 

dat ' ll [ prong will ] hit agains t somepin , yo ' know . He ' ll j is '  be in dangah evah
where he go . He can ' t stay no plac e .  

( A  piece o f  hair will be s ticking out , outside o f  the fish? ) 
Yes sir . Tie it so it  won ' t come out . Leave de needle stickin ' out de prong , 

de sharp point . 
[The p rong or point o f  the needle sticks out of  the fish . ] 
(You t ie the hair in the needle? ) 
Yes s ir , in de eye o f  de needle .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 6 ) , 1 5 60 : 9 . ] 
5 8 7 8 . Or yo ' kin take a s tran ' o f  yo ' hair an ' cut a cat f i sh open an ' put it  

in a ca tfish an ' yo ' wi ll , dat  will make [ you ]  worry along . Jes ' as long as  dat 

FISH - CUT SLIT 
INSERT HAIR - TURN LOOSE 

catfish wave his tail , dey tell , yo '  be goin ' � 
(Be going - wandering away . ) [Jacksonville , Fla . ,  
(553) , 6 9 1 : 3+85 . ] 
5879 . J is ' lak if yo '  didn ' t wan ' chure wife tuh evah 

leave ' way f rom heah , b o '  a hole somewhere in de flo ' . Don ' bo ' it clean through 

FLOOR - HOLE BORED IN - PACK WITH HAIR - STOP UP 

an ' s top it  up , an ' she won ' t  be  goin ' nowhere . 
[Lit tle Rock , Ark . , (896) , 146 7 : 6 . ] 

dere yo ' know . An ' take her 
hair an ' punch it down in dere, 
an ' j is '  pack it down in dere 

An ' de same way wit de man . 

5880 . Dey say dey take three s trand o f  yore hair an ' dey would put dat in a 
p i ece of brown papah [ f or the black victim] . Dey would wrap some white bread 
wit a piece of  can�y dat wus made up of  coconut [ sweets  to  entice victim ' s  spir
i t . ] Dis  thing is all wrapped togethah , [with ] dis  thread , an ' den i t  would b e  
cast behin ' somepin dat wouldn' t move , lak a piano , or some o f  do se thin ' s .  Den 
fer nine mawnin ' s  yo ' go to dis p lace an ' make a wish ovah dis thin ' , an ' it would 
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prob ' ly make yo ' suf fah wit headaches ,  or prob ' ly make 

FOOD AND DRINK - HAIR IN 
(1)  3 STRANDS OF HAIR - BROWN PAPER - WHITE THREAD 

COCONUT CANDY - PIANO - WI SH OVER 9 MORNINGS 

yo ' lose yore a:IDd. Worry 
yo ' so - evahthin • would 
worry , yo ' j es'  a�t wor
ried all de tt.e. Dat is 
a thin ' what dey claia 
would do dat to yo '  

wi t  chure hair . [Washington , D . C . , ( 639 , Doator Sims 
p . 23 ;  53 2 ,  p . l57 ; and 2 091 ,  p . 608 ) , 8 27 : 3 . ] 

f rom New Orleans , see 34 ,  

588 1 .  Why now , anyone ' s  hair , vhy 
( 2) BREAD - HAIR HIDDEN IN - SWALLOWED yo ' kin take dere hair , about fo ' or 

five stran ' s of dere hair , an ' wrap 
it aroun ' yore fo ' fingahs [ see  Zater] yo ' see [ demons trates ] . 

(Jus t one hair . ) 
[ But I als o  saw something else during demonstration - s ee Zater. ] 
Jis ' one hair , j is '  wrap it  roun ' yor e  fo ' fingahs , s ee .  An ' aftah yo ' doin ' 

dat , well d en yo ' kin take a p iece o f  bread or somepin othah an ' wrap do se stran's 
of hair in dat bread an ' swallah it . Yo ' ll eat dat , yo ' know, in a way of speakin. 
An' den do se people will be  wi t  yo ' long a s  yo ' in de  worl ' . Dey ' ll care fo ' yo ' .  

[ I  now summarize the rite . ] 
(You j us t  take these strands of hair and wrap them around your index finger , 

your forefinger [ about forefingers ,  not 4 f ingers ] , and then you put this hair in 
the bread and swallow it . That control s  these people?) 

Yes . [Algiers , La . , (15 7 5 ) , 2888 : 5 . ] 
588 2 .  An ' yo ' kin take dat [ hi s ]  hair an ' wrap it  aroun ' candy , or yo '  know , 

let i t  s tay ovahnight an ' take i t  o f f  an ' give it  to a girl de nex ' day . Dat 
will make her love y o ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

( 3 )  CANDY - HAIR WRAPPED ROUND (1240) , 2109 : 10a . ] 
5883 . Yo ' take de hair wit lodestone , an'  

dese p owdahs , an ' s ome of  de little candies [ used in cake decoration] , an ' yo ' 
put dat in a lit tle bag . 

CANDY - HAIR - LODESTONE - LOVERS SACHET (What kind of powder s ? ) 
De Lover ' s  Saahe t .  

[Whether this scented powder in 1938 was a local o r  wider known brand , I d o  not 
know . ] 

An ' yo ' pu t dat [ bag or  hand] in de middle of  de mattress . An ' it don ' t make 
DO dif f ' rence where on ear th yo ' go or nuthin about how de woman may abu ' zhoo 
[abuse you ] , YO ' GON ' A  COME BACK AN ' GIT IN DAT BED . Yo ' ain ' t gon ' a stay away 
from ' er .  [New Orleans , La . , (802-804 ) , 1124 : 3 . ]  

588 4 .  Yo ' kin git de hair out de mole of de  
(4)  DRINK - HAIR IN UNNAMED haid an ' yo ' kin weah or  eithah yo '  kin put it 

in somep in tuh drink an ' yo ' got ' im dere . An '  
yo ' kin j es '  have him plumb crazy [ about you ] . [ New Orleans , La . , (1558 , Peg ' s 
vife) , 2978 : 2 . ] · 

5885 . Take yore hair an ' - cut a little piece yore hair out chure haid an ' 
cut dese thin ' s off  heah [demons trates ] . 

(5)  FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - HAIR 
PARCHED - TIE . IN WHITE BAG 

USE AS TEA BAG 

(Thos e  f ingernails . )  
An ' o ffa dey toenai l ,  don ' t  chew know. 
An ' take dose thin ' s an ' parch ' em an ' 
den mix it  up togethah . An ' aftah i t  
parch , yo ' ma s h  i t  up , don ' t chew know, 

an '  take a rag an ' t ie it 
drink . An ' dat will make 

(Just  good luck? What 

up wit a white rag an ' use it in de  tea - anythin ' dey 
yo ' have good luck . Dat ' s  de way dey do it . 
kind of  luck? ) 
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Hit will make ' im brin ' yo ' de money , or make ' er brin '  de  money to yo ' ,  yo ' 
know . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1118 ) , 1794 : 11 . ] 

5886 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s hair an ' yo ' kin parch i t  on de stove . Say , 
fo ' ins tance , now - dis a in ' t de  p erson dat chure are tryin ' tub do somp in wit . 

( 6) HAIR PARCHED - SPRINKLED IN COFFEE , WHISKEY , � 
Yo ' take yore own 
hair  an ' yo ' parch 
it  on de s tove , an ' 

af tah yo ' gi t  it parched it ' s j is ' de same a s  
hair an ' sprinkle i t  i n  coffee or whatevah d e  
anything of  de sort . 

b lack peppah . Den yo ' take dat 
person might dr ink - whiskey or 

(What will that do ? )  
Oat ' s  supp os ed to draw d e  person ' s attent ion to yo ' . 

1481 : 10 . ] 
5887 . Yo ' kin take a p inch o f  dere hair , out chure 

yore arms , an ' burn it  up to a ashes . Yo ' kin take i t  

( 7 )  3 TYPES OF HAIR :  H I S  AND HER HEADS - HER ARMPIT 

[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (915) , 

hair , an ' den some undah 
an '  sprinkle it in dey 

food , or else yo ' kin 
take it an ' sprinkle it 
in dey plate , an ' dat ' ll 

make ' em stay wit yo ' . 
154 2 : 6 . ] 

J is ' burn all dat hair toge thah . [Memp his , Tenn . , 

5888 . Ah know yo ' kin take s ome o f  de hair from undah yore arm an ' s ome from 
o thah p laces an ' - yo ' know de private , an ' take s omepin an ' scrape s ome dead 
skin from ' tween yore laigs [s ee Zater] an ' give it  to  a man in his wat ah tub 

( 8 )  3 INGREDIENTS : ARMPIT HAIR - PUB IC HAIR - FOOTSKIN 
drink .  An ' dat ' ll 
keep 'im down. 
(What do you mean 

by dead skin b etween your legs ? From the bottoms o f  your feet ? )  
[My FPom the bottoms of your feet?  i s  not a leading ques tion . I t  i s  the only 

thing poss ib le informant could have meant ; see the many rites about dead skin 
from the bot toms of  the feet , none concerning dead skin between your Zegs . ] 

Yessuh , an ' dat ' ll keep 'im down. [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346) , 2329 : 4 . ] 
5889 . Ah hear ' em say yo ' kin go to de fo ' ks o f  a road - j es '  lak de road 

j e s ' fo ' k  j es '  dataway . Well , now , yo ' kin go to de  fo ' ks of de road an ' yo ' 
kin take s ome sand - yo ' kin take some s and an ' dig a hole j es '  about dat deep 

[d emons trate s ] . 
FORKS OF THE ROAD - HAIR BURIED AT (About four inches deep ? )  

Jes ' about fo ' inches deep , an ' yo ' kin 
take yore hair or any thing lak dat an ' put i t  in dere , an ' a person will nevah 
come to dere r ight mind no mo ' ,  yo ' s ee . Well ,  now , p eople kin j es '  be wandahin ' 
about goin ' crazy actin ' . Well , DE DOCTORS [M . D . ' s ] , NUTHIN KNOW WHUT ' S  DE MAT
TAR , BUT YET AN '  STILL OAT ' S  WHUT YO ' CALL CUNJURATION. [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1097 ) ,  
1 76 6 : 8 . ] 

589 0 .  (What d o  they do out there? )  
Well , dere ' s sev ' ral dif f ' ren ' thing s dat dey do out at d e  fo ' ks o f  d e  road . 
(Wel l ,  te ll me one o f  them, i f  you know one o f  them . ) 
Well , when yo ' gi t to  de fo ' k of de road - co ' se some peop le uses a lady ' s  

hair or her hose dat she wear or her urine or somepin lak dat . Well , in any 

FORKS OF ROAD - BURY 3 HAIRS FROM HEAD - 3 EYELASHES 
3 FROM ELSEWHERE - URINATE ON DAILY - CURSE 

way dat yo ' wanta use her 
hair , yo ' could .take her 
hair when yo ' git to d e  
fo ' k  o f  de road , yo ' could 

put ' er hair  into de groun ' , but yo ' mus t go dere evah day an ' urine on dis hair , 
see . An ' af tah yo ' urine on it , yo ' mus t curse i t . Yo ' have to curse  it  fo ' it  
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t:o work. 
CWbat will that do ? )  

Well , yo ' see - take fo ' ins tance , yo ' go t a lady frien ' dat yo ' wants . When 
yo '  git to de fo ' k  o f  de road , now yo ' want dis lady frien '  an ' de lady frien ' 
don ' t want yo ' . Yo ' could make her want yo '  by takin ' - f irs ' yo ' git  three 
stran ' s of hair from ' er head , three from ' er eyelashes , three o f f  any portion 
of ' er b ody dat yo ' want , but it mus t be nine in all . Yo ' have to take dese 
aine s tran ' s  of hair to do dis wit , an ' i f  yo ' got a lady an ' yo ' wants ' er ,  yo ' 
&it dere an ' yo ' do dat wit it . An ' if she ' s in China , she got ta come back to 
J'O I • 

(You mean , you bury that hair out at the fork o f  the road ? )  
At d e  fo ' k  o f  d e  road . 
(I see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (860) , 1369 : 1 . ] 
5891 . Ah heard o f  ' em takin ' table salt an ' - if  dey take de hair out o f  a 

person ' s haid an ' git d e  dog an ' cat bristles an ' take table sal t an ' bury it  in 
de fo ' ks of de road , dey say dat will run a 

FORKS OF ROAD , BURY AT 
B&IR - CAT AND DOG BRI STLES - SALT 

per son crazy . 
(That ' s  about the same as you told me at 
firs t ? ) 
Yes . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1093) , 1 7 62 : 4 . ] 
58 9 2 .  Git a plait o f  woman ' s  hair an ' 

plait it  into fo ' strand - j es '  plait it into fo ' plait s , not into three an ' 

4 BOT 3 STRANDS OF HAIR - INTO RUNNING WATER 
put it in a b o t tle  an ' put it in 
runnin ' stream of watah . Dr ive 
yo ' crazy . [The numb er 4 sends 

£be hair to the 4 corners of the earth - see for symbolism ,  The Reve lation of 
�. John The Divine 7 : 1 . ] [Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1437 ) , 2603 : 6 . ] 

5893 . Ah knowed dis , pers ' nal sperience . Ah give yo ' dis firs ' . Now , dis 
Ia no t  fo ' love ' fairs , but dis is tuh make yo ' leave heah . Yo ' kin take some 
of yore hair an ' yo ' kin put it in a frog mouth an ' yo ' kin throw ' im ovahbo ' d  

if  it ' s  on fresh watah , an ' as long as dat frog go , yo ' go b e  
..oG AND HAIR wand erin ' somewheres . 

Well , i f  y o ' put it in dis salt watah like de t ide goes an ' 
a.es :  IF DEY PUT IT ON DE GOIN ' OUT TIDE , WHY YO ' GO IN '  LEAVE HEAR ; BUT IF YO ' 
PDT IT ON DE COMIN'  IN T IDE , YO ' CAN ' T  GIT AWAY FROM HEAR . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
(ll89 ) ,  2007 : 2 . ] 

5894 . Well , dey take a toadfrog an ' cut dat toadfrog open an ' put chure hair 
fa dere an ' sew it  up an ' put dat toadfrog into de watah . Dey say y o '  would 
leave , yo ' wouldn ' t stay dere . Ah ' ve seed dat done . 

(You would take a live toadfrog and put this person ' s hair in there , and put 
tbe toad in the water , and that person whose hair was put in there would leave . )  

WOuld leave . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 17 ) , 1486 : 5 . ] 
5895 . Git hold of  yore hair an ' ruin yo ' .  Take yore hair an ' ball it up an' 

� sulphur , b lack pepper an ' an ole toadfrog dust in it an ' throw i t  in de rivah 
� burn it  up . Dat kill yo ' or make yo ' s ick . Yo ' couldn ' t  do nuthin.  [Waycross , 
c. . •  (11 29) , 1834 : 8 . ] 

5896 . Well now ,  whut about d e  frog . Dat ' s  about a woman ' s  hair . Well , yo ' 
kin take her hair an ' TIE IT TO A TOADFROG an ' he ' ll hop away wit it , an ' DAT ' LL 
.uE HER S IT DOWN AN '  SLEEP ALL DE TIME . 

An '  if yo ' TIE IT TO A B IRD an ' let ' im f ly away , dat ' ll MAKE HER HAVE DE 
-.&DACRE all d e  t ime . 

Yo ' PUT IT IN A BOTTLE AN ' STOP IT UP an ' go t o  runnin ' watah an ' throw it in 
Eaanin' watah , an ' dat ' ll run ' er o f f . 
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An' a man kin take i t  an ' PUT IT IN ' I S WATCH FOB or EITHAH T IE IT UP IN A 
RAG , THREE KNOT S in a rag , an ' put it in his watch pocket an ' dat ' ll make her 
love him .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1541) , 2786 : 7 . ] 

5897 . Dat is fo ' a woman tuh git  a whole lo tta influence ovah ' er husban ' 
or ' er sweetah ' [ sweetheart ] ,  so  as tuh control ' im .  She takes ' is hat an ' bur

GRAVEYARD AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
( 1 )  HAIR OR HAT BURIED IN GRAVEYARD 

ies it in de graveyard . An ' she re ' lly , 
if he ' s vic ious an ' mean tuh ' er or 
s ompin lak dat , an ' if  she ' s  a woman dat 
lak tuh have her own way an ' run aroun ' 

wit othah men lak dat , why she ' ll git some of  ' is hair an ' bury it  in de grave
yard , an ' dey tell me he come right down undah ' er control . [ Flo rence ,  s .  Car . , 
{1283) , 2180 : 1 . ] 

5898 . They c ould take a piece o f  your hair and carry it to  the cemetery and 
bury it and i t  will run you crazy . [Pet ersburg , Va . , {33 , hotel bellboy) , by 
Ediphone cylinder 26 . My original pencil transcrip tion, made immediately on my 
return to New York City , will either be found among possib le illustrations at the 
end of volume 4 or in the original manuscrip t . The discovery of this rite and 
others from Petersburg shows that my wife and I went from Old Point Comfort to 
P etersburg , where we s tayed the night and I interviewed , and then on to Richmond ; 
not from Old Point Comfo r t  to  Richmond as s tated in volume 1 ,  Intro . ,  p . XIX . From 
Petersburg we continued on to Richmond , Fredericksburg and Warr enton . In o ther 
words I collec ted twice at Peter sburg . ]  

5899 . THEY TOOK MY MOTHER ' S  HAIR AND BURIED IT ON A SINNER ' S GRAVE . AND THIS 
MAN [DOCTOR ] PROMI S ED T O  G E T  IT , BUT H E  NEVER DID GET IT . 

[Thi s brief s tatement is  qui te valuab le b ecause i t shows what happened . The 

doa tor on b eing called in diagno sed the ailment as patient ' s  hair having b een 
buried in a sinner ' s  grave . He evidently promised to remove the hair at once . 
Was he paid in advance? The mother ' s  death proved to my informant that the doa

tor had broken his promise ! It never occurred to  informant that doator could not 
remove what was not there ! Is this sort o f  practice sheer fraud? No t always . 
In the strange mental background of hoodoo , some doators b elieve they can s ee the 
cause o f  i llness . The present doa tor did not visit a s inner ' s  grave to remove 
the hair ; he magically killed (tried to kill) the effects of the sickness spell 
while remaining at home . For this make-believe world , filled with abnormal p sy
chology , s ee the opening quotation o f  interview Doator Heard , p . l948f . If Doator 

Heard could draw a b lood specimen from the shadow o f  a man who was not there , 
surely our present doator could manage the simple task of hair in a s inner ' s  
grave . ] [ Freder icksburg , Va . , { 7 4 ) , by Ediphone . ] 

5 900 . Dey ' ll take yore hair an' dey ' ll bur ' it in dah graveyar ' an ' dey ' ll 
run yo ' craz y .  [New Orleans , La . , { 7 9 7 ) , 1110 : 8 . ] 

5901 . When d ey bury i t  [ your hair ] in de graveyard , that run you 
home . You j is ' go crazy ,  you know . They either got to put you in a 
you ' re gone all the t ime . [ Balt imore , Md . , (14 2 ) , 7 4 : 3+8 5 .  From my 
fair pencil copy now in f inal manuscrip t . This sheet ori ginal ly had 
ring holes , the two larger ring holes b eing made later . ] 

away from 
' sylum or 
original 
three small 

5902 . D ey wi ll take yore hair an ' bury it , ah would say s ixteen inches , in 
de cemetery . Well , den dat would make yo ' feel d i z zy i n  d e  haid . [ Wilson , 

( 2 )  GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP AT SUNDOWN 

but bury it tuh de sundown , not sunrise . 
[ I  interrup t . ] 

N .  Car . , (14 58 ) , 2648 : 10 . ] 
5903 . Say , if dey git some o f  de  hair 
out of de comb an ' dis graveyard dirt 
an ' bury it  underneat ' chure do ' s tep , 
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(What do you mean? Bury it at  sundown? ) 
Dat direction [demonstra t es ] .  
(The direc t ion o f sundown . )  
From where yore house i s  set  at - s ee ,  at sundown . 
[ Informant adds confusion ! He means bury on the wes t s ide o f  your house at 

sundown . Despite the confusion I do not forget the purpos e ,  as my question now 
shows . ]  

(What will that do then? ) 
That will caus e yo ' tub wandah away , not b e  stat ionary - j es '  wandah away an '  

all , don ' t s tay one place atall . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 9 ) , 217 5 : 2 . ] 
5904 . Right in de t op of  yore haid yo ' git a certain s tran ' - git a stran ' 

out d e  top o f  yore haid an ' take an ' put dat in a bot tle . Fix it  wit graveyard 
dirt an ' salt an ' stop it 

(3)  GRAVEYARD D IRT - HAIR - SALT - BOTTLED 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP OR IN NORTH S IDE OF TREE 

up , or eithah bury it undah 
yore do ' s teps , or else chip 
off a block on a tree , on 

de no ' th s ide of de tree an ' bury it - put it 
(Fayettevi lle ,  N .  Car . , ( 14 19a) , 255 7 : 4 . ] 

in dere . Dat wi ll run yo ' crazy .  

5905 . Now , so fer as de woman propos ition - lak if yo ' go t  a woman , or any 
.an go t a woman , an '  yo ' don ' t want ' er tub leave , yo ' under stan ' . Whut he do , 

(4 ) GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR - RIVER WATER 
IN CAN - KEEP BEHIND LAVATORY 

he gits - dat mawnin ' when he g it s  
up , he ' ll call ' er SWeetheart an ' 
thin ' s ,  yo ' know , an ' job an ' al l 
wit ' er .  Wel l , she might be havin ' 

.a.e outs ide man on ' im ,  see . De f ir s ' thin ' he ' ll do , he ' ll g it up dat mawnin '  
aa '  he ' ll plait ' er hair an ' he ' ll take a couplah [ coup le of ] grains of ' er hair , 
yo '  see , an ' put ' em in a can . Den go to  de graveyard an ' git  some graveyard 
dirt an ' put in der e ,  an'  go to de rivah an '  git s ome watah , an ' git  s ome of de 
rivah watah an ' le t it  s oak . An ' aftah it soaks in dere , yo ' take an ' carry it 
�k to de lavatory an ' put i t  back of  d e lavatory an ' leave it s tay dere . [ Lav
�ry here i s  a fancy name for outdoor waterclo set . ] She ' ll nevah leave ,  yo ' 
�hstan ' . YO ' AN '  ' ER GIT ALONG JIS ' LAK TWO PEANUTS IN ONE SHELL . [Algiers , 
ta • •  (1605) , 3031 : 1 . ] 

5906 . Yo ' take yore hair - ah know whut dey says - take yore hair if yo ' 
wanta kill s omeone . 

Well , dey say yo ' take yore hair , it ' s  a certain place dey g it it right from 
4e front - right from de f ront . Yo ' have to git [ d emonstrate s ]  j es '  a little 

(5) GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR T IED 
WRAPPED IN PAPER - NAME ON 
BURY - URINE ON 9 MORNING S 

b it right from heah , o r  ke tch i t  r ight back 
dere , s ee . 
( Ei ther r ight from t he for ehead o r  either in 
the back of the head . ) 
Or eithah g it a lock right f rom de neck .  Den 

,a' git a lit tle of  dat , whut [ hair ] dey use , an ' yo ' t ie it up an ' have some 
�eyard dirt . An ' yo ' p ut di s togethah , dis thing , an ' den yo ' go ahead an ' 
t.ry it . An ' den yo ' goes aroun ' an ' [ s omething - s ee Zater]  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

(You what ? ) 
See , yo ' go aroun ' dere an ' yo ' say - yo ' mus ' [mus t ]  go t o  it . Yo ' see , yo ' 

�te dis here [ see Zater] .  Af tah yo ' gi t all dis mes s  of  stuf f mixed up , yore 
lair an ' de graveyard dirt . Well , yo ' see , yo ' wrap it in a p iec e of papah an '  
,a '  write de person name on it , an ' den yo ' bury it . Den yo ' go to i t  an ' take 
�e chambah Zye an ' wet it fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 

(You go to this hair - where you buri ed this hair . What do you do with it ? )  
Take yore ahamber lye ,  git  chure ahamber Zy e ,  an ' yo ' wet it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  
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an ' dey say in thirty day ' s t ime dos e  people will b e  daid or dey ' ll 
d e ' re [ they are ]  enemies dey ' ll have tub move - dey ' ll have tub go . 

be gone . 
[ Sumter , 

If  

s .  Car . , ( 1 386 ) , 2465 : 3 . ]  
5907 . Well , yo ' kin take de 

s ee .  An' den yo ' kin take some 
graveyard dirt an ' yo ' kin go out an ' gi t i t , 
of dis heah woman ' s  hair from de mole of ' er 

(6)  GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR - IN SACK - IN POCKET 
haid . An ' put it t ogethah . 
An ' yo ' kin den put i t  in a 
litt le ole sack aorta like 

a ' bac ca [ tobacco ] sack , an ' tote dat in yore pocket all de time . An ' den yo ' ll 
come to b e  lucky an' all de time while yo ' is out , why dis heah woman , she will 
come to be in love wit yo ' an ' have her mind on yo ' .  [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , 

(1028) , 16 7 3 : 12 . ] 
{ 7 )  GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR - DIME 5908 . Yo ' could take graveyard d irt an ' 

take a d ime an ' , if d ere [ there is ] any 
woman haah , s ew i t  up togethah an ' dat ' ll make her can ' t git away from yo ' . 
[ St .  P etersbur g ,  Fla . , (1044 ) , 169 4 : 13 . ] 

5 9 09 . Well , yo ' kin take de hair out de top o f  
graveyard an ' g it some o f  d i s  graveyard dirt . Put 

a woman haid an ' go to de 
a dime down in dere an ' den 

(8)  GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR - D IME - T IED IN NEW CLOTH 
BOTTLE - FED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE 

yo ' kin t ie a little 
p iece of  new cloth -
right new cloth . 
(You t ie this hair 

and the graveyard dirt [ and d ime ] toge ther into this new clo th . ) 
An ' put it in a li ttle bottle an ' put dis s tuff  dey call Heart Co logne on i t , 

an ' yo ' ll keep ' em fo ' evah - dey nevah will leave yo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1217 ) , 
2070 : 6 . ]  

5910.  
wit yore 

De graveyard dirt dey said take it an ' throw it  in de rivah , mix it 
hair an '  t hrow it in de rivah . Dat ' s whut dey said , dat ' s  if a woman 

( 9 )  GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR - INTO RUNNING WATER 
wanta git away f rom a man or 
a man wanta g it away from a 
woman . Well , ah know dat 

cuz ah know a woman done mah uncle 
Rock , Ark . , (895) , 1465 : 8 . ] 

dataway . She go t rid of  ' im ,  see . [ L it t le 

5911 . Yo ' could take graveyard d irt . Now , yo ' could take j es '  lak graveyard 
dirt an' somebody ' s  hair an ' mix it toge thah an ' carry it to a r ivah an ' throw 
it ovah [ into ] de rivah an ' dey ' ll run deyself plumb crazy . 

(How do you throw it? ) 
Throw i t  d isaway [ demonstrates ] . 
(Over your lef t  shoulder ? )  
Yessuh .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1555 ) , 297 8 : 13 . ] 
591 2 .  Yeah , yo ' go tub de graveyard at twelve a ' clock at night an ' yo ' dig 

down, dig de f i rs ' dir t [ topsoil ] off , den yo ' run yore han ' down as fer as  yo ' 
kin gi t chure arm down in dere in fresh dir t , an '  gi t a han ' ful-a dirt an ' bring 
it out . An ' yo ' take dat dirt an ' yo ' take it home an '  yo ' dry it out - put it 
up on somp in an ' dry it out . An ' take dat dirt an ' some of de ' person ' s  hair an ' 
mix it togethah an'  throw it in runnin ' watah , an ' dat ' ll put ' em tuh goin ' . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (1524 ) , 27 22 : 3 . ] 

5 913 . Dey say dey kin use yore hair tuh run yo ' crazy - do things yo ' ought 
not tub do . Dey say yo ' go foolish an ' j ump ovahbo ' d  - somp in lak dat . 

(All right , how would they do that with the hair . )  
Some o f  ' em say dey would take it an ' bury it , o r  carry it - g it some grave

yard dirt an ' put it in a s ack togethah an ' throw it in de r ivah , an ' dat ' ll run 
yo ' crazy or yo ' go ovahbo ' d  yo ' self . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1178 ) , 1 9 91 : 2 . ] 
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5914 . Well , dey kin take yore hair an ' dey kin put  a li ttle ceme tery d irt 
vit it an ' dey kin p ut a lit tle sulphur wit it , an ' dey kin take dat hair an ' 
wrap i t  right t ight , an ' dey kin bury it eithah in de ceme t ery , � dey kin throw 
dat hair in runnin ' watah . See . An ' dat will affect chew . 

(How would that affect me ? What would that do ? )  
Well , i t  will. caus e  yo ' , i t  seem lak yore mind will - at t imes will go away 

from yo ' . Yo ' ll git frantic an ' feel ners iful [ nervous ] ,  an ' j es ' look lak if 
yo ' j es ' git to  de place yo ' don ' t care fo ' nuthin . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1166) , 
1956 : 3 . ] 

5915 . Yo ' kin take 
or woman can do this ] ,  

yore own hair , take a man ' s hair or a woman ' s hair [ a  man 
put [wit i t ]  graveyard dirt , three coppah cents , s ix p ins 

no needles - six 
(10) GRAVEYARD DIRT - HAIR - 3 PENNIES - 6 PINS 

BUCKSKIN OR RED FLANNEL - LEFT HAND - RUNNING WATER 
p ins - an ' put i t  
eithah i n  buckskin 

flanne l .  An ' go to 
If it s ink i t ' s  all 
Yo ' ain ' t satis fied 
(142 ) , 44 or 7 4 : 4 . ] 

or eithah in red 
a runnin ' stream,  throw it wit yore left hand in dat watah . 
right . But as long as dat s tay in dere , yo ' ve go t to t r avel . 
nowhere , yo ' ve got t o  leave yore own home . [ Bal timore , Md . , 

5916 . (All right , you were going to tell me? ) 
If  dey gi t some o f  yore hai r .  Now , somet ime dey lose on dat an ' sometime dey 

don' t lose . If dey git de hair from yore head - remembah dey kin take dat hair . 
ALL BIRDS DON ' T  USE  HUMAN HAIR .  But d i s  guinea hen ahiak bird [ I  interrup t ] . 

GlliNEA HEN CHICK BIRD - HAIR IN NEST - HEADACHES 
HAIR IN S ILVER THIMBLE - S ILVER DIME - CAUSES WARTS 

(What kind o f bird ? )  
Guinea hen ahiak bird. 
(Guinea hen ahiek bird? ) 
Yes , if dey kin GIT DAT 

BIRD - TO TAKE DAT HAIR AN '  PUT IT INTO HER NEST . YOU ' LL SUFFOCATE WIT A HEAD
ACHE TILL YO ' GO BLIND . I kin t ake dat hair . Oh my ! An ' bore holes - wrap it 
�o a silvah thimble an ' put a silvah dime against it [ open end of  thimb le ]  an ' 
� it  in de ground an ' make warts come out on yore head . 

(Now, that guinea hen . You mean the ordinary guinea hen that runs around the 
yard. I see . ) 

Yeah , yeah . [New Orleans , La . , ( 863) , 1384 : 2 . ] 
5917 . Well , if yo ' wanta do dat , dat ' s  very s imple . Joo git chew nine pods 

of dis heah whut chew call guinea peppah an ' den yo ' slip it round dere , yo ' see . 

GU1HEA PEPPERS 9 - HAIR 
Yo ' git some of dis heah woman ' s  hair an ' put it in dere 
an ' place it into her room where she s leep - into one of 
de cornahs where she ' ll nevah find it . An '  it will cuz 

caafusion dere , cuz confus i on in de home , an ' fin ' ly in de long run dey ' ll b reak 
.. an '  leave one anothah off . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1028) , 16 7 3 : 1 . ] 

5918 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' could take a person ' s hair , 
Gal - HAIR SHOT FROM whatevah i t  a woman or man or chile - j es '  fo ' instance i t  

( 1 )  ACROSS  RIVER wuz a lady an ' yo ' wan ted ' er tuh follah yo ' .  Yo ' would 
take a shell an ' po ' dat sho t s out an ' put da t hair back 

Ia dere , an ' yo ' put some mo ' sho t s  back in dere tuh fill it up .  Put in de shot 
.. . run an ' shoo t  it ' cross de rivah , an ' dat lady will fellah de man any place . 

(You have to shoo t this across some river ? )  
Yes ,  j es '  acros s some r ivah an ' she will fellah ' im .  [Memphis ,  Tenn. , (1521 ) , 

(2) WESTWARD OVER HOUSE 
2712 : 9 . ] 
5 91 9 . Git a man [ foot ] track or s ome o f  his hair 
an ' load de gun up an ' shoo t it lak de sun direc-

tloo - back on de wes t .  Sho o t  i t  in dat direc tion right ovah his house .  An ' 
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he ' ll leave wife an ' chillern an ' all an ' go . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1361) , 2400 : 8 . ] 
59 20 . Den yo ' kin take de hair from de s ame place 

( 3 )  WITH NAME IN SHELL out o f  ' is haid an ' put i t  in a shell - take it  all 
out but de powdah , an ' put it in dis shell wit ' is 

name in i t , an ' den as yo ' go an ' fiah dat , dat j es '  kills ' im den .  [ Fayette-
ville , N .  Car . , (1407 ) , 2528 : 3 . ] 

· 

5 9 2 1 .  Take de girl fren ' o r  boy fren '  hair , if yo ' s  in love wit ' em ,  an ' take 
a lock o f  it an ' wrap it up in yore pocket han ' ke ' chuf an ' tote i t ; an ' as long 

as yo ' tote dat ha ir , dey will follow yo ' . 
HANDKERCHIEF - HAIR IN - CARRIED (Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 2 ) , 265 3 : 4 . ] 

5922 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  hair an ' sew it 
up in a pocket han ' ke ' chuff an ' tote it  an ' dey min ' a [mind will ] s tay on yo ' 
all de t ime .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1134) , 1841 : 9 . ]  

5 9 2 3 . Well , I wuz go in ' wit a gurl an ' , yo ' know , I didn ' t lak ' er yo ' know , 
much . An ' so I t ried yo ' know t o  break away from ' er .  An ' I j is '  kep ' - it seem 

lak I couldn ' t git away from ' er .  So one day I wuz rid
HATBAND AND SWEATBAND in ' a b icycle , see , an '  I had taken my hat off , an ' it  

wuz yo ' know , a p atch of  hair right in d e  ban ' [ sweat
band ] of mah hat . An ' s o I taken it  out an ' looked at i t . Yo ' know dere ' s  a 
fellah dat used to live at  Seven th an ' Sewanee , I think.  Well , I car ' ed it out 
dere an ' he tole me to take a - ' e  taken it  an '  put it in a bottl e ,  an ' tole me 
�us ' [ = bus t = burs t ]  it up , yo 1 know , in front of ' er do ' .  An ' I bus ' it up 
an ' I ain' t had no trouble wit ' er s inc e .  [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 14 6 : 2+85 . ]  

5 9 24 . Dat ' s  de way i t  ' s p6sed to ' a  [have ] b een . Yo ' kin take mah hair now , 
lak a girl  frien '  of mine , an ' ah ' ve got ' er b es '  boy frien ' , [ or ]  ah ' m  gain ' wit 
' er husban ' . She ' d taken dis hat o f  mine an ' she has i t  fixed ,  she taken an '  put 
dis s tuff in it .  

(What s tuff ? What does she put in i t ? ) 
Whut she put in it ? Take some of mah hair an ' stuff an ' put it  all ' round in 

de ban ' of dis hat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1207) , 2041 : 1 . ] 
5 9 25 . Yo ' kin t ake a stran ' of  ' er hair - whut chew might say two or three 

s t ran ' s an ' wear it  in yore handban ' . Or yo ' kin take whut chew might say ,  a 
tassel o ff ' er undahweah yo ' know , an ' wear it  in de top of yore hat , an ' yo ' ll 
nevah git rid o f  ' em . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (980) , 1589 : 5 , ] 

5 9 26 . Well , dey tell me , all yo ' go tta do  is  j es '  - i f  yo ' kin git c lo s t  
enough to ' im,  git  ' is hair out ' is haid an ' put it right up undah yo ' hat . 

(Under the hatb and? ) 
Yes , an '  wear i t  on yore haid . He ' ll come back home . 
(A woman would wear that in her ha t ? )  
Yes , an ' he come back to her . [ Sumter ,  s .  Car . , (1370) , 242 7 : 8 . ] 
59 2 7 . Take yore hair out chure haid an ' put i t  in yore hat an ' dress i t  -

have it  dressed - an ' put it in yore hat an ' wear i t  an ' i t  will run yo ' crazy . 
(Whose hat do they put that in? Her hat or his hat ? )  
His hat . [ Sumt er , s .  Car . , (1338) , 2311 . ] 
5 9 28 . Yo'  kin dress i t  in dis way . Yo ' kin take s ome of ' is outa de  mole 

[mo ld ] o f  ' is haid , an ' take dat an ' put i t  back undah de sweatban ' , an ' dat , 
too , will s top ' im . 

( Stop him from running around ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1529a) , between cyls . 2 7 2 5-2728 . ]  
5 9 29 . Well ,  I tell yo ' [ about hair ] in makin ' love , an ' den yo ' kin take 

hair an ' make ' em love yo ' .  I ' ll tell yo ' mah exp erience from makin ' love an ' 
takin ' hair . 

Take a twist  in d e  mole of she [her ] haid - yo ' know , de soft part of  de haid 
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where de  baby r s 
soft spot - s ee 

haid is  j o inted [ j oined ] . [ This soft part is also called t he 
FACI 1s t ed . , Nos . 2 593- 2594 , 2 7 3 6 , 2 7 6 2 . ] Yo ' kin take a twi st 

BEAD - MOLD OF - SILK THREAD - HEARTS COLOGNE 
in de mole  of she haid , like da t .  
Yo ' kin slip out a p iece ' bout 
dis  long , about a quartah of a 

iDch of  she hair , an ' wrap it up in a silk twine , po ' Hearts Co logne on it , roll 
i£ up an ' put it in de sweatband of yo ' hat . Weah dat . Why she go but she come 
hack , regardles s o f  where she go , an ' he do nuthin [ els e ] . Co ' se she - she ' ll 
aevah have no love fo ' him . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 51 5 ) , 601 : 1+85 . ]  

593 0 .  Yo ' take a man i f  ' is wi fe quit ' im .  See . He kin take p iece of  ' er 
� .  git i t  out de lef ' s ide . Cut a p i ece off  if  she go t long hair , cut a piece 

HEAD - LEFT S IDE OF - HAIR FROM 
PLANT AT DOOR - OR IN CONCRETE OF MANTELPIECE - OR IN WALL 

OR WRITE NAME - IN LAMP - OR UNDER CANDLE 
SALT INTO FIRE - OR ON PERSON 

o f f  her plait if she 
sleep at night - any 
time he kin git it . 
He could p lant dat 
piece of hair , s ee . 
She ain ' t gwine ' way . 

If she in Chicago , she comin ' back . Plant dat hair - p lant it  in ' er house or out 
�· s .  Yo ' kin p lant it in de house wit ' er wall - lak a mantelpiece roun ' where 
dey put de fo undation of concr ete . Take y o '  s ome cement an ' take a little augah 
an' put dat piece of hair down an ' plas tah it undah dere . Dat ' s  yore own busi
.ess . An ' she gonna come dere . Ah don ' t [ care ] wherevah she goes , she comin ' 
back der e .  

An' dey d o  d e  men i n  de same way , but i f  he leaves de house , den yo ' wri te 
� name or ' er name down on a papah , an ' yo ' kin put it in a lamp , or put i t  
.adah d e  candle . Burn i t .  Dat brings deyself . 

An '  now ah don ' care how much dey fus sin '  in a house or whut dey do in ' or how 
wach dey cut up , take some table salt , j is '  de plain tab le sal t , an ' throw it on 
� fiah an ' burn i t . Dat breaks dat - do ' s  it r ight now . Ah kin throw it right 
a£ ' em - dat ceased . Dey don ' have tuh go on fussin ' . Dat brings b ack love an ' 
wby dat hai r ' s p lanted. When she goe s , she comin ' back der e .  [Algiers , La . ,  
(159 2) , 299 2 : 1 . ] 

5931 . Dey take de hair o f f  de left s ide o f  yore haid , yo ' know , an ' de toe
.ails , an ' s crape de bot tom of yore foot ah think . Dat ' s  tuh make d e  man love 
• ea - or love yuh , or s ti ck [ s tay ] aroun ' yuh some way or o thah . 

lEAD - LEFT S IDE OF - HAIR FROM - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN 
3 INGREDIENTS - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP S 

(What do they do with 
that s tuff ? )  
Dey bury i t  - undah de 
front de do ' s t ep . If 

� want chew dey put it  undah yore do ' step . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1417 ) , 
2S50 : 12 . ] 

5932 . I say , dey say dey kin 
� yore head - I think i t ' s  on 

take yore hair , see , j es '  a clip of yore hair 
de lef ' s ide , s ee - an ' take it an ' bury it wit 

HEAD - LEFT S IDE - HAIR FROM - BURY 9 DAYS 
�G UP - SEW INTO BAG - WEAR - TELL BAG YOUR WI SHES 

some soda an ' table  salt · 
fo ' nine days . An ' den 
dig i t  up an ' sew it in a 
bag an ' wear it . An ' wha t

..ah dey say dey wanta to it [whatever they tell the bag they want done ] , why yo ' 
tin be wishin ' it . Dey say it ' ll come true - if dey run yo ' crazy or make love 
� vhatevah dey des ir e .  [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 20) , 989 : 9 . ] 

59 33 . Den if  yo ' wan ' a  woman tuh leave yo ' or if  yo ' wan ' a  git rid o f  ' er -
tf yo ' goin '  wit a woman an ' yo ' ti ' ed [ t ired ] of ' er - take a stran '  o f  ' er hair 
.tf de lef ' s ide o f  ' er hair , two s tran ' s ah say ,  an ' go to some runnin ' watah an ' 
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throw i t  in dis watah , an ' it ' ll go up stream.  [ Informant probab ly means hair 
will f loat ups tream rather than throw it into incoming t ide � An ' if she don ' 

HEAD - LEFT SIDE OF - HAIR FROM - INTO RUNNING WATER 
leave , she ' ll eithah die . 
Yo ' ll git rid o f  ' er some 
way . She goin ' do one 

' tothah [ one or  the other ] .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 28 ) , 257 7 : 1 . ] 

HEAD - LEFT TEMPLE HAIR - CLOVER OIL - HEARTS COLOGNE 
3 INGREDIENTS - BOTTLED - INTO RUNNING WATER 

5934 . Uh-huh , fer love . 
A person takes two 
stran ' s o f  yore hair , 
see ; dey pulls it if d ey 

kin by de roots , see . But if dey can ' t ,  at night when yuh are a sleep , espec ially 
i f  yore wife or  husband dat ' s s le ep in '  wit yuh ,  dey j erks dat out as quick as dey 
kin . Dey take two stran ' s ,  see . 

(From where do they pull it now? ) 
Uh-hah - right heah , see . 
(The left s ide o f  the temp le . ) 
Uh-hah , takes it f rom de lef t  side of  de temple , an ' dey j erks it  out . An ' 

dey g its dis clovah oil an ' dey puts dat int o a bottle . Dey gits  Hearts Co logne 
an ' dey puts da t - an ' mix it up intuh a bottle . Dey carries it to runnin ' watah 
an ' dey throws i t  in . An ' dat ' s  tuh make yuh love , s ee . But dey want it tuh go 
down de s tream , ins tead o f  up . If it go up dat ' s  fo ' b ad .  See , i f  i t  go es down 
de stream dat ' s  fo ' good . D ey want chew to love ' em .  Dey go t chew all at dere 
command , see ; an ' dere ' s nuthin yuh kin do . 

[Normally the throwing of hair into running water i s  not a love rit e ,  as we 
have seen ; but our informant , marked exce l lent , turns it into a rite of love by 
add ing Hearts Co logne and c lover oil to the bottled hair , and by us ing A BELIEF 
OCCASIONALLY FOUND ALONG THE TIDEWATER REGION : ANYTHING GOING DOWNSTREAM OR OUT 
WITH THE TIDE IS A RELEASE OR GOOD WORK , AND ANYTHING GOING UPSTREAM OR COMING 
IN WITH THE TIDE IS A CONFUS ION OR BAD WORK . ] [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1045 ) , 
16 91 : 1 . ] 

5935 . Yo ' kin take de 
back of yore head an ' put 

hair outa de fran ' of yo ' head an ' de hair outa de 
it togethah an ' keep i t  an ' dat ' ll keep yore love 

HEAD - HAIR FROM FRONT OF MAN ' S 
BACK OF WOMAN ' S 

t ogethah . 
(How do you mean? You take the hair out of  
the front of your own head? ) 

fran ' o f  yore head an ' 
an ' ah keep i t , an ' ah 
1 9 7 8 : 1 . ] 

L ike ah ' m  a wumman , ah take de hair outa de 
de hair outa de back of mah haid , an ' put it toge thah 
keep yo ' mah fren ' - mah lovah . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 117 2 ) , 

5 9 36 . Well , ah ' ve seen dis happen . Lived in Wes t  Palm Beach [ Flor ida ] . Mah 
home is in Savannah [ Georgia ] .  Me an ' a pal , a boy , we goes down dere durin ' de 

HEARTS COLOGNE - HAIR - WORN 
season . Yo ' mighta remembah when de b oom wus on 
in Flor ida . Well , now it wus kinda o f  a rich girl 
dere , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' he wanted tub git  in wi t 

' er ,  gi t a chanc e tuh beat ' er out some of ' er dough . AH GUES S YO ' UNDERSTAN ' 
WHUT AH '  M TALKIN ' ABOUT . 

An ' so he wus in love wi t ' er yo ' understan ' , an ' so  he got some of ' er hair 
an ' he goes tub de Ten Cent S to '  an ' git  ' im a tall bot tle of dis Hearts Co logne 
an ' he take dis ball [ curl ] outa ' er hair an ' puts it  in dere an ' to tes i t  in ' is 
pocket . Well , j es '  as long as he kept dat hair dere , she would be  j es '  wil ' [wild ] 
ab out ' im ,  an ' evah time she could git  a dime from ' er mothah or ' er fathah , why 
he go t i t . Why me an ' ' im both go t it an ' spent i t  in enj oyment . De girl l ike 
tub went crazy an ' ah had to take it ' way from ' im an ' throw it away . [ Brunswick , 
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Ga . , ( 1186 ) , 1999 : 7 . ] 
59 37 . Ah heard yo ' kin take a person ' s hair an ' put Hearts CoLogne on it an ' 

wear i t , an ' de person dat dat hair come from i t  will cause dem to like yo ' . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1133) , 1837 : 12 . ] 

59 38 . Take de ha ir an ' put i t  in a bot tle of  perfume an ' yo ' kin take it an ' 
wear it  on yo ' , an ' dat ' ll make yo '  come back to dem .  

(That will make the person come back if you d o  that? ) 
Yes sir . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1308) , 2212 : 1 . ] 
5 9 39 . Yo ' take a person ' s hair an ' yo ' shet it up in a bottle wit Hearts 

Co logne an ' yo ' bury it . An ' when yo ' bury it , aftah it s tay dere sech a lengt ' 

HEtRTS COLOGNE - HAIR 
BURY 

of t ime • • •  
[There is a long pause and I interrup t . ] 
(How long would it have to stay there? )  
Well , dey says [ af ter ] nine days , yo ' finda , yo ' ll b egin 

tuh have a headache . From time tub time - it ' cordin ' tub how yore b lood s tand, 
it li ' b le tub run yo ' crazy , if yo ' don ' t find someone tub relieve yo ' of it . 

(Someone to get the bottle? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 2032 : 6 . ] 
5940 . Take de hair - j es '  lak yo ' gits de hair right out de mole of yo ' haid , 

place i t  in a Hearts Co logne bot tle an ' stop it up real tight . Let it  stay in 
dere a certain leng th of time an ' take it somewhere an ' bury it . 

(What will that do ? ) 
Dey say dat run yo ' crazy ' bout a person . 
(About this person . What do you mean , you let it s tay there a certain length 

of t ime? ) 
Well , nine days . 
(You let it s tay in this bott le nine days . Then what do you do wi th it? ) 
Dey take i t  up an ' j e s '  lay it - j es '  let s tay dere if dey wanta . Let it s tay 

dere fo ' nine days an ' finish de nine days why de work is did . 
(This b egins to work after nine days . )  [ St .  P etersburg , Fla . , (1001) , 16 17 : 2 . ] 
5941 . Ah kin take - j es '  lak if ah want ed to take de hair out of  a woman ' s  

haid . Wel l ,  ah gits dat hair , see , out de mole o f  ' er haid an ' puts it into a 
litt le bottle an ' put some Hearts Co logne into it , an ' den take it  an ' bury it 
somewhere roun ' de house , an ' she will be in love wit chew. 

(This hair and Hearts Cologne? )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1136 ) , 1847 : 5 . ]  
594 2 .  D ey kin run yo ' crazy wit chure hair . D ey kin take two stran ' of yore 

hair - two or three stran '  o f  yore hair - an ' put it in a co logne bottle an ' put 
some mor e  dat cologne in dat bottle . An ' bury it an ' it run yo ' crazy , makes 
chew lose  yore mind . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1019 ) , 1649 : 8 . ] 

5943 . (Firs t ,  they get  what? )  
Yo ' hair an ' buy bottle of Hearts ' s  Perfume an ' s top it up an ' bury it undah 

de right [ side o f ]  do ' s teps . That will run y o '  crazy . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1471) , 
2652 : 20 . ] 

5944 . Ah ' ve heered 
wit a girl an ' he fell 

' em  say - well , lak ah heered a guy say once  he wuz goin' 
in deep , in love wit dis girl , an ' she didn ' t seem tub 

HEARTS COLOGNE - HAIR - RUNNING WATER 
care anythin ' much about · �. Be wuz 
very much in love wit ' er .  So he tuk a 
s tran '  of  hair out de mole of dis girl ' s  

haid , an' he tuk it an ' put i t  in a bottle o f  Heart 's  Co logne , an ' throwed it  in 
a s tream of s trong runnin '  watah . An ' he said in about two months or three months 
aftah dat he tuk dis hair an '  throwed it  in a s tream of watah in dis Hearts Co 
logne in dis bottle , it  wuzn ' t long ' fore dis girl wuz crazy . [Fayetteville , 
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N .  Car . , (1413) , 2540 : 2 . ] 
5 9 4 5 . Ah heard ' em say yo ' could git some hair from in de mole of yore ha id , 

an ' take an ' git  chew a bottle of  Hearts Co Logne an ' put i t  in dere an ' put a 
s toppah in i t , an' throw it  in runnin ' watah an ' it  would run yo ' crazy . 
[Fayet teville ,  N .  Car . , (1398) , 2516 : 19 . ] 

· 

5946 . Ah heard dem say dey take yore hair an ' put it  in a Hearts Co Logne 
bottle an ' throw it ovahbo ' d  an ' it will run yo ' c razy . 

(Do you mean an emp ty Hearts Co Logne b o t t le? ) 
Wit d e  Hearts Co Logne in it . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1181) , 199 2 : 4 . ] 
5947 . An' ah tole him [my contact man Edward Buf ford ] ' bout takin ' de hair 

from de mole of  yuh haid , an ' takin ' an ' puttin '  it in a bottle of  co logne , an ' 
go tub any kinda runnin ' stream an ' j is '  dro p i t  ovah . An ' dat wuz ano thah way 
tub git  rid o f ' em ,  run ' em away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1226 ) , 2083 : 9 . ] 

5948 . Well , �h s is tah , dey nevah did git along , dey ' d  always be  holler in ' 
an ' goin ' on an ' fusain ' . I guess he go t between ' er an ' s ome man . She wuz t ub 

marry someone els e  an ' dis 
HEARTS COLOGNE - HAIR - FOOT TRACK - RUNNING WATER fellah tol ' ' er da t he wuz 

gon ' a have ' er .  Of co ' se 
she nevah would - she t ook it tub b e  a j oke . An ' sure enough he got revenge . So 
he taken , I guess by goin ' tub bed or  s omep in lak dat , he taken an ' cut some hair 
from de top of ' er haid , an ' ' er track , an ' raked it  fo ' ward lak dat , from de 
heel to de toe , an ' put it in some Hearts of Co Logne an ' put it in runnin '  watah . 
An '  she went c razy an ' fin ' lly she died . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 240) , 163 : 1 . ] 

5949 . Well , dey take a p iece o f  hair out de middle of d e mole of  yore haid , 
an ' dey [ take ] dat hair out de mole of  yore haid an ' dey git  a perfume dey calls 
Hearts Co Logne . An ' take dat Hearts Co Logne an ' dey take dat hair an ' put i t  in 

dat Hearts CoLogne bot
HEARTS COLOGNE - HAIR - FINGERNAIL CLIPPINGS AND D IRT tle , an ' take dat bottle 

an ' stop i t  up well .  Den 
aftah leavin ' dis bot tle stay aroun ' 24 hours ,  den dey take a or ' nary [ ordinary ]  
p er s on , j e s '  lak yo ' is man dat has a gurl dat h e  thinks well o f  an ' somepin lak 
dat . Yo ' take de fingahnail - take de dir t . An '  poke between [ clean] yore fin
gahnails is protection to yore body . Well , dey take an ' cut o ff all dat f ingah
nail an' all dat filth [you le ft under your nai l s ] an ' de ' put it in da t bot t le ,  
i f  dey poss ' b ly kin get holt o f  it , an ' dat will DRIVE A PERSON UNSANE - JES ' LAK 
A " SHORT MIND" , YO ' THINKS NOW AN '  AFTAH WHILE YO ' CAN ' T  THINK. Dat mind at pre
sent is  gone . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (near 535 ) , 650 : 3+85 . ]  

5950 . Well , if  a woman want s a man 
HEM OR BINDING OF CLOTHES - HAIR WORN IN tub go crazy ' bout ' er she ' ll take dat 

hair an ' she ' 11 s ew it in da t new home
spun an ' slip i t  in de hem of ' er underskir t ,  do se bottom pieces yo ' know , an ' 
wear it in d ere . Well , de man will cling to dat woman lak dat . [ Flo rence , s .  
Car . , (1326 ) , 2269 : 6a ]  

5 9 5 1 . D en yo ' kin take dat hair ag ' in tub make ' em love yo ' .  Yo ' git de hem 
o f  yore dres s , an ' yo ' take de ha ir an ' yo ' put i t  aroun ' in de hem o f  d e  dres s , 
see ; or eithah in any hem. S ew  it  an ' j es '  wear it in dere all de t ime ,  s ee .  
An ' yo ' got ta keep ' im. [Memphis , Tenn. , (1547 ) , 2806 : 9 . ] 

5 9 5 2 .  Take a s tran '  out yore hair an ' s ome weahs it  in d e  bottom [ hem] of 
dere undahskirts . Dat ' ll make dat man love ' em ,  [ or ]  tub b ring ' em back . [Way
cross , Ga . ,  ( 1122 ) , 1803 : 10 . ] 

5 9 5 3 . Dey tell me yo ' git a - say fo ' ins tan ' , now ah wanta do yo ' some harm, 
yo ' know . Yo ' comb yore hair yo ' know wit a comb . Wel l ,  yo ' know lotsa t imes 
yo ' leave hair in de comb , a litt le bit o f  yore hair . Well , yo ' git dat hair out 
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de comb an ' den yo ' take an ' git  a horsehair outa d e  mane , yo ' kuaw• ... yo' pat 
it in a vial an ' bury it  [both typ es of hair ] . J es ' lak yo ' s tayin' beab ... ah 

HORSEHAIR FROM MANE - HUMAN HAIR 
bury it undah yore do ' or somepin lak dat. why 
it ' ll do yo ' all de harm yo ' [ ah ]  want . 
(What kind of harm will  it  do then? ) 

Well , it will , yo ' know , Zingah yo ' an ' all de t ime yo ' b e ' s  s ick an ' undah de 
weathah . An '  it ' s  a good way to make a woman love yo ' ,  too . [HERE IS DOUBLE
EDGED MAGIC . WHICH EDGE DEPENDS UPON YOUR INTENTION . ]  [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , 
{1021) , 1652 : 7 . ] 

59 54 . A person kin take yore hair , s ee kin take it  like dat , an ' walk right 
to dis wall [ of interviewing room] , eight s teps to i t , d ig a little  hole , an ' 

BOUS E - WALL OF - HAIR IN HOLE 
set  it  in dere an ' s top it up . Yo ' ll go rav-
in'  crazy . [ Charlest on ,  S .  Car . , (5 30) , 641 : 2 . ] 
5955 . [ Informant speaks about intention , a word 

rarely used in hoodoo though its presence is everywhere ;  it b eing the power behind 
.ative , ri tual and desired resul t .  As informant says , the present rite wouZd woPk 

IliTENTION - IT WOULD WORK EITHAH WAY 
ei thah way , d epending upon intention. Many 
r ites work either way - s ee prec eding 
HORSEHAIR. 

Dey says dat dey could give good luck by taking yore hair an ' mixin ' it  up wit 
othah ingredients .  

(Do yo u know what the other ingredients are? ) 
Well , such as salt an ' p epper an '  common things o f  dat kind . An '  put it into 

a little bag an ' bury it undah de doorstep , an ' if dere ' s  no s t eps  to de house , 
why close roun ' de house , where de  pers on would s tep ovah dat in an ' out of  de 
house . An' dey c laim dat would e ithah - it would work eithah way . I t  would 
vork so as  to keep de p eople livin ' in dat hous e or to  move ' em out , whichevah 
way dat de intentions were fer it to go . 

(Well suppose  you intended them to s tay in , would you have to  do anything ex
£ra? Say anything or do anything? How would you express your intent ion ? ) 

Well , yo ' d  expres s  yor e  intention in dis  way ,  in de same mannah . If yore 
intention wuz t o  keep dem in de house , why yo ' would do j es '  de  same , use de 
sa.e ingredientses an ' • • • •  

(You would form your op inion . 
to go . )  

That determined whether they were to s tay or 

To s tay or to go . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (988) , 1592 : 7 . ] 
5956 . Anything like a person ' s hair , you take that , you see , and you get this 

wrahpin ' twine. Now , then you take a red f lannel or new yellow cotton , it ' s a 

KNOT S - INDEFINITE NUMBER - WHILE TYING HAIR INTO 
JIIOUB.-CORNERED BAG - OF RED FLANNEL OR NEW YELLOW CO'ITON 

IaiNG TO YOU - WI SH ON EACH WRAP - IN THE NAME OF GOD 

homespun , and j ust  a 
squar e ,  and make the 
lit tle bag , four cor
ners . And you wrahp 
it up . You kin wrahp 

� eitherwise you kin s ew it . But always bring i t  towards yah , and t ie it  in a 
flat kno t and make your wish . If  you ' re wrahp ing it , chew know , why evah knot , 
..ab time you wraap , you wish that he may come to you , and you wish that he may 
le yours , and yo u wish that he may be mine and do whatever I want him to do , and 
� that he may gave me mah money , and this In th e Name of GOd. I wish tha t he 
te united in holy matrimony , or anything like that . You see , j us t  whatever your 
�hes is . And then , you s ee , you tie it . And each t ime you wrahp it towards 
�. why that ' s  bringing him to yah , bringing the person to yah . And you t ie 
A£. And the las t kno t you tie is  the las t wish that chew make . You wish that 
� .ay be yours or may be mine all entirely and do j us t  as I say In the Name of 
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God. [ Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (4 38) , 403 : 10 . ] 
5 9 57 . All ri ght ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yo ' .  Ah known a frien ' of mine run wit one 

of mah frien' [ friend ' s ]  girls , women , heah yeah bef o '  las ' . He had ' er to git , 
to steal s ome of her hair down heah , some of her 

KNOTS TIED IN PUBIC HAIR hair while she - an ' she sick , yo ' know . An ' she 
STOPPERED IN A JUG OF WATER got dat ,  she go t dat an ' t ied it up in a - put it 

in some watah . Put it in a j ug an ' tied it up an ' 
run ' er crazy . She nevah did gi t bet tah . She had to leave home an ' she died 
right den in de hospital . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 85 ) , 1592 : 6 . ] 

5958 . If  yo ' wanted to keep a p erson , yo ' take de  hair out o f  de mo le of 
dere head , an ' yo ' take dis wit othah things dat I tole yo ' ' bout concernin ' de 

KNOT TIED ABOUT BAG HOLDING HAIR AND HATBOW 
cloth dat dey use .  An ' yo ' wrap 
dis togethah around . Jes ' take 
yo ' a cotton str ing an ' ball dis  

hair toge thah an ' tie i t  j es ' as tight as yo ' kin . An ' tie i t  in a li tt le bag 
wit de bow of de hat.  [Mobile , Ala . , (000) , 964 : 7 . ] 

5 9 5 9 . Take some of yore hair out de temple an ' take a piece of  band outa 
yor e hat , an ' sew it up in a piece o f  cloth an '  wear [ t ie ] i t  between dere 

laigs . Dat ' ll make yo ' love ' er .  
KNOT OR SEW - TEMPLE HAIR (Who would do this , the woman? ) 

PIECE OF HATBAND - BETWEEN LEGS Yes s ir .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 109 0) , 1 7 5 7 : 1 2 . ] 
5 9 60 .  Dey kin take yore hair an ' , yo ' know , 

tear a piece off  yore shirttail , an ' wear [ t ie ] it roun ' dere laig an ' dat ' ll 

KNOT OR TIE ABOUT LEG 
HAIR IN PIECE OF SHIRTTAIL 

make a man love yuh . Well , ah ' ve tried dat . 
(Well now , what do they do with t his hair? ) 
Wear it roun ' dere laig . 
(Oh , they put this  hair in this shirt tail . )  
An ' wear it roun ' dere laig . 
(Either leg? ) 

Yore right laig . (Waycross , Ga . , (1078 ) , 1746 : 3 . ] 
5 9 6 1 .  Well , if dey git some of yore hair ,  dey could take it  in de lock 

[ hinge] of  de knee heah . 
( In what ? )  
Yo ' know , right roun ' 

somp in lak dat , an ' make 
de knee heah . Tie it ro un ' wi t sompin ,  a s tring or  
yo ' love ' em lak dat .  

O r  eithah put it into some perfume . [ Bruns
KNOT OR TIE HAIR IN LOCK OF KNEE wick , Ga . , (11 9 7 ) , 2014 : 1 . ] 

5 9 6 2 . Ah don ' t know how much truth is  in it , 
but ah have heard dat dey take yore hair from de mole of  a man ' s  head , but he 

KNOT OR TIE - MAN '  S MOLD HAIR - ABOUT HER LEFT LEG 
mus ' be asleep an ' not know 
anythin ' about dis bein '  
done . An ' in do in ' dat , 

tie  it  in a piece o f  cloth an ' wear it aroun ' yore left laig , an ' dey say dat if 
he nevah gits  aholt of dat - nevah finds out dat chew have it - yo ' 11 be ab le 
tuh contro l ' im an ' keep ' im .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1231) , 2087 : 6 . ] 

5963 . Yo ' kin take i t  [ ha ir ] , j es '  cut a s tran ' or so , a long s tran ' , an ' 
tie it  in a knot j es '  lak dat [ demons trates ] . An '  yo ' kin burn it  or yo '  kin 

bury it . 
KNOT STRAND OF HAIR - BURN OR BURY (What will that do to me ? )  

It ' l l hUrt chah in a way , or  eithah it will 
run yo ' crazy , or keep yo ' wit a terrible headache or sompin lak dat . [Jackson
ville , Fla . , ( 588 ) , 7 5 5 : 4 . ] 

5964 . Yo ' kin take a lady ' s hair an ' make her love yo ' all right , if it ' s  
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lady yo ' want an ' yo ' kin g i t  a chance tuh p lay wit ' er an ' git a stran '  of ' er 
hair . Take i t  an ' wrap it up in some s ulphur an ' burn it  in sompin , but don ' 

KNOT OR TIE - IN CORNER OF HI S HANDKERCHIEF 
HER HAIR BURNED WITH SULPHUR - ADD HIS HAIR - WEAR 

burn it up .  See , burn it 
in sulphur , put it in sompin 
an ' burn it . An ' take some 
mo ' an ' mix all in dat , an ' 

take yore hair an ' wrap i t  up in dat , an ' tie  i t  in de cornah of yore pocket 
han ' kechuf an ' tote it in yore pocket . It  will draw de woman to yo ' , so dey 
tell me . Ah nevah exper ienced it . 

(This ha ir from the top of  her head? ) 
Yas suh , have tuh git it from de roo t s . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 38) , 

2604 : 9 . ] 
5965 . Take de hair if  yo ' wanta ga in a per s on 

take de hair right out de mo le o f  de head an ' yo ' 
l ike a fr ien ' . All r ight , chew 
takes it an ' takes d i s  perfume . 

IMOTS 2 - 1 ON EACH END OF TWIS TED HAIR - PERFUME 11 DROPS 
Or yo ' may give it 
a l ittle twist , an ' 
take one o f  dese 

little co t ton s trings an ' tie it  at each end , an ' yo ' puts about ' leven drops  o f  
perfume i n  it - an ' yo ' [ put s ]  dis  i n  it . Dat ' s to keep it  mo ist  an ' keep it  
goin ' [feeding it ] . Jes ' as  long as yo ' fee d ,  dat ' s  as  long a s  dey gonna s tick 
[ to you ] , an ' if i t  gits  dry , dey dries up on yo ' .  

(As long as  you keep tha t package mo ist . )  
It  j es '  keep s ' em to love yo ' 
( If this dries up the p erson will die? ) 
No , he won ' t die but [ if it  dries up ] he won ' t  l ike yo ' .  
Dat ' s to gain in love . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 8 2 : 7 . ] 
5966 . Git  chure hair an ' run yo ' crazy . 
(What do they do with it ? )  
What dey do?  Dey tie it  up in knot s 

othahwise dey could tie i t  in kno t s  an ' 

KIDTS 3 - IN BOOK OR BOTTLE OF PERFUME 

an' put it in a book . C onceal it . Or 
put it down in perfume [ in a bottle ] . 

(Put i t  in a book and seal it ? )  
Put it in a b ook and let i t  s tay in 
dere - yo ' know j es ' close it  same as 

[you press ] a leaf . [ At the turn of  the c entury and earlier the press ing of  
plant leave s in  a book  was a common prac tice . ]  An ' den dey kin take i t  an ' tie 
it in three kno ts  as much [ tight ] as po s s ib le - j es '  t ie in three knots an '  put 
it down in perfume bottle an ' stop it up in dere , so  nobody can ' t get to it 
.abll , so derefore ,  why it  will  commence to run yo ' crazy . Yo .' will always suf
fah wit de headache . An ' it  will s tar t right from here [ demons trates ] ,  right in 
4le back dere . 

{Right in the back o f  the head . Well , where will it go from there? )  
Well , i t  trans fah [ demons trates ] .  
STARTS RIGHT IN THE BACK OF THE HEAD AND GOES ON TO THE FOREHEAD . [ Charles

� .  S .  Car . , (511) , 604 : 6+85 . ]  
5967 . Take a stran '  of  yo re hair j es '  as  near d e  mole o f  yore head as yo ' 

kin, an ' yo ' kin take it an'  t ake one stran ' an ' tie it into three knots . An ' 
..ab mawnin ' j es '  a t  de dawn of  daylight - de firs ' mawnin ' clip one dos e  kno t s  

KNOTS 3 - IN HAIRS 3 - CLIP OFF 1 KNOT EACH DAWN 
lSI SM>KE IN CIGARETTE - 2ND ABOUT WAIST - 3RD IN POCKETBOOK 

out an ' put it in 
de sweat of yore 
hatban ' [ sweat
band ] an ' tote it  

� ·  until de s econd morning . An ' take dat stran ' of  hair out dere , dat f irst  
... t chew cut out , an ' smoke i t  in  yore cigaret right aroun ' de forehead where 
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de party [he or she ] kin inhale de smoke of it . Well , dat is bringin ' dere min ' 
nearah towards yo ' .  An ' de fo ' th [ second , see later ] mawnin ' c lip de  nex ' kno t 
out . Yo ' take s dat an ' yo ' take yo ' a whi te piece of  bran ' -new homes pun cloth 
an ' ties i t  aroun ' yore wais ' an ' keeps dat right nex ' t o  yore skin . Dat nex ' 
[ third ] morning t ake de nex ' piece [ kno t ] dat chew got clipped o ff from dose two 
piece [ kno ts ]  an ' yo '  put it  in yore pocketbook dat chew keep greenback [money] 
in dere . An ' to te dem evahwhere yo ' go . [Dem = smoke ,  wais t ,  pocke tbook] . An ' 
j es ' as  long as a woman dat yo ' wants - SHE ' LL BE HANGIN ' BY YO ' UNT IL YO ' MAKE 
OTHAH ARRANGEMENT S TO BREAK LOOS E  FROM ' ER .  

(You d o  that each morning? )  
Each mawnin ' un t il yo ' use de last stran ' . 
(You do it the fir s t  morning , the second morning and then the third morning? ) 
Yes . 
(And what did you say - you said , i f  you had something in your pocketbook? ) 
De las ' piec e - de las ' s tran ' dat yo '  cut o ff put in yore pocketbook an ' 

keep i t  in dere if  yo ' go t any greenback . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (115 9 ) , 1931 : 4 . ] 

KNOTS 4 
5968 . Yo ' want s de woman an ' man b e  fight in ' al l de t ime - yo ' want s 
de man outa here . Well , see , j e s '  like yo ' wuz de woman ' s  sweetheart . 
Und ahs tan ' ?  An ' yo ' want ' im  outa dere . See , you ' d  make her git some 

o f  ' is hair . Undahs t an ' ? T ie de cord str ing aroun ' it , Undahstan ' ?  An ' put 
fa ' kno t s  in it  an ' we ar it right aroun ' ' i s wai s t ,  an ' dat will cuz de man to 
leave dere an ' dis othah man ' ll come in . 

( I  would put tha t  aro und my wai s t ? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(To make that o ther man go away? )  
Dat ' s [ that ' s  to ] cuz ' im to be bat tlin ' an ' she ' d t ell ' im she would leave 

' im .  
[ Since the house i s  the woman ' s , this means he  mus t leave . ]  
( I  see . ) 
[Years ago ,  soon a f t er i t s  collection , I marked this  ri te doubtful , but i t  i s  

qui te possib le . The man who wants int o the house has complete control ove r  the 
man within the house . The 4 knot s symbolize the four corners of t he earth [Rev
e lation 7 : 1 ]  o ften concerned with s ending-away r i t e s . ]  [ V icksbur g , Miss . , ( 7 70) , 

KNOT S 5 
1059 : 4 . ] 
5 96 9 .  If  anybody git any of yo re hair , dey kin run yo ' crazy with i t . 
Tie i t  in five kno t s , i f  i t ' s long ' nuf f , an ' throw i t in de  rivah . 

Ah knows dat . [ Memphis , T enn . , ( 1 5 50) , 2818 : 6 . ] 

KNOT S 9 - WEAR ABOUT WAIST 
5 9 7 0 .  Jes ' lak if yo '  love a man an ' yo ' wants ' im . 
Well , if yo ' kin g i t  a s trand of  ' is hair out ' i s 
haid or  ei thah a s trand from below see , an ' take i t  

an ' put i t  into - yo ' know, j es '  p u t  it i n  somp in dat chew kin t ie it in kno t s . 
Take it  an ' tie i t  aroun ' yore waist an ' wear it . He ' ll b e  wit yo ' all de t ime . 

(You said s o  many kno ts b e f or e . )  
Nine kno t s  d ey say . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1207a) , 2 04 2 : 4 . ] 
5 9 7 1 . Ah heard dat dey could take a s tran '  o f  yore hair an ' tie i t  into nine 

kno ts ,  an ' dat will make yo ' leave . 

KNOTS 9 
RUNNING WATER 

(What will they do with that hair then? ) 
Well , dey puts i t  in de r ivah for tuh drive ' em .  [ Brunswick ,  
Ga . , (1187 ) ,  2001 : 6 . ] 
5 9 7 2 . Now if dere a ole  lady yo ' can ' t git away from yore hous e 

dere a ole lady dere or someon e  roun ' dere an ' yo ' want ' em tuh leave an ' yo ' can ' 
git  rid o f  ' em,  st ick roun ' wit ' em where de  man g i t  ' is hair cut or sompin lak 
dat . Git some of  ' i s hair , see . Git some of ' is hair an '  put ' is hair in a 
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little flannel rag an ' use some Heart Co logne . An '  yo ' take dis  hair an ' d i s  
2eart Co logne an ' yo ' d o  it up i n  dis rag . Don ' t  sew it , yo ' t i e  wit cotton 

string an ' yo '  do it up good . 
An '  j es '  befo ' yo ' do it up , 
t ie nine kno ts  in it , j es '  
ab out a inch from de end of  de 
co tton s tring . Tie nine hard 

KNOTS 9 - TIED ABOUT FLANNEL RAG - HOLDING HAIR 
3EARTS COLOGNE - TURPENTINE - WISH AT EACH KNOT 

THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

knots in it an ' ' no int ' em all go od in spirits o f  turp ent ine , an ' make a wish 
evahtime yo ' make a tie . See . Evaht ime yo '  make a tie in it , wrap it aroun ' 
an '  make a t ie . Wel l , yo ' make a tie fa ' nine time s , an ' den j es ' put it  in yore 
pocket an ' walk on tuh a runnin ' creek an ' throw it in dere , an '  don ' t look back , 
keep a-ga in ' . Yo ' won ' t have any trouble wit ' em atall no mo ' . 

(Runs him away . ) 
Yessuh , he gone . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1430) , 2 581 : 4 . ] 
597 3 . I f  s omeone wuz tuh take yore hair tuh run yo ' crazy , dey ' ll begin tuh 

take yore hair - takes nine stran ' s  o f  yore hair . Dey wouldn ' t  take ovah nine 

KNOTS 9 - IN 9 STRANDS OF HAIR - THREAD WRAPPED 3 TIMES 
AI 11 O ' CLOCK IN MORNING - INTO RUNNING WATER - INCANTATION 

stran ' s o f  it . 
Dey ' ll tie around 
i t  de  third t ime -
take it  j es '  lak 

yo '  wrap yore hair wit a s tr ing , a thread wrap aroun ' it de third t ime . An ' 
dey ' ll t ie nine kno ts in i t .  Den dey ' ll take it an ' take i t  at  ' ! even a ' clock 
in de mawnin ' - no , dey go in de mawnin ' at ' !even a ' clock , an ' be dere at ' !even 
a ' clock , to any runnin ' watah an ' throw it in der e .  Dat ' s  j es '  all tuh git chew 
'vay from heah . Throw it in dere , says , "Take him away , take him away , take him 
�y . Nevah return . He ' s  trouble long enough . "  Yo ' gain ' leave dere . [ Flor
eoce , S .  Car . , (1334 ) , 2 2 9 9 : 10 . ] 

5974 . Yo ' kin take some o f  a person hair an ' put in a bottle an ' s top it up 
an '  yo ' carry dat bottle wit yo ' evahwhere yo '  go . An ' dat per son , nowhere dey 
co - an ' dey keep a headache , dey keep s ick - an ' nowhere dey go dey would b e  

satisfied . 
EIOTS 9 - STRANDS OF HAIR 9 - RUNNING WATER - 9 DAYS Yo ' kin take nine s tran ' s  

o f  a p erson ' s ha ir an ' 
� nine knot s  in i t  an ' throw it  in runnin ' watah , an ' in nine days dat person 
wi.ll die . 

(Take nine s trands o f  their ha ir and you tie  nine kno t s  in that hair ? )  
An '  yo ' kin throw i t  in runnin '  watah an ' in nine days dey ' ll b e  daid . [ Sum

� .  s .  Car . , (1380) , 2449 : 3 . ] 
5975 . An ' if yo ' got a sweetheart an ' she got long hair , yo ' wants tuh make 

� love yo ' .  She got long hair , yo ' take nine kno t s  in ' er hair ; i f  yore girl 

KNOTS 9 FOR LONG HAIR 
S'DAHDS OF HAIR 9 FOR SHORT HAIR 

MORNINGS 9 ALTERNATED 
.ail IN BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 

frien ' s  go t long hair , yo ' make nine kno t s  in 
' er hair . An ' if she go t short ha ir , yo ' git  
nine s tran ' s  o f  ' er hair . An ' put it in  a 
bo ttle o f  Heart Co logne an ' stop i t  up tight 
an ' yo ' us e it fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' j e s '  
put it  right on yore body fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  

... quit o f f  fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  When yo ' use up de whol e  bottle  o f  Heart Co logne� 
� yo '  use it as reg ' lah as yo ' feel lak . Dat ' s  tuh make yore girl frien ' love 
�· . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1210) , 2 046 : 13 . ] 

59 7 6 .  If she go t ho lda some o f  yo re hair , hit ' s a 
� drug s to '  an ' git , dat we call Sweetheart Powdah. 
.t hair an ' sew it up in a bag , an ' she could wear it 
caaldn ' t stay ' way from ' er tuh save yore life . 

powdah dat she could go tuh 
An ' she could take dat piece 
on her left s ide , an ' yo ' 
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LEFT - S IDE OF BODY - WEAR ON - BAG 
WITH HAIR AND SWEETHEART POWDER 

{Where would she wear i t  on the left s ide? 
Any part of the left s ide? ) 
Any part - round her wais t , or she could 
pin it intuh one o f  ' er undahpiec e ,  an ' 

[ o r ]  wear it right nex ' tuh ' er heart , don ' t yo ' s e e . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1 355 ) , 
237 3 : 1 . ] 

59 7 7 . Wel l ,  dey git 
nine st ran ' s of de hair 

de hair out de top of ' is haid . Well dey have tuh have 
out de top of ' is haid b efo '  dey kin come tuh make him 

MATCH ST ICK - WRAP 9 STRANDS OF HAIR ABOUT 
weak . But de hair got tuh be out 
de locks befo ' he kin come to weak 
[ like ] co tton tuh ' er .  Dey take 

an ' dey wrap de hair aroun ' a match stick , de nine gra ins [ strands ] of hair 
aroun ' a match s t ick , an' dey bury i t  undah de s tep way [where ]  he got ' a  come 
in an ' out . AN '  AS HE TRACKS OVAH DAT EVAH TIME , HE ' S  TAKIN ' ' I S OWN STRENGTH . 
He takes ' is own s treng th .  Yes s ir ,  de locks right in de mole [mo ld ]  of yuh 

haid . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (809) , 1135 : 9 . ] 
�� NEW - RED PEPPER 
SUGAR - URINE - HAIR 

5978 . Dey take yore hair an ' dey will run yo ' crazy . 
Dey take dat hair an ' put it in a bottle an ' put it  in 
milk , new milk , an ' put sugah in dat , an ' put dis heah 

red cayenne peppah , an ' put some of ' is ohambeP lye in dat , an ' close it up air
t ight . Oat will do de work . 

(What do you do with that bot tle  then? ) 
Yo ' carry i t  in yore po cket . 
(You put all this s tuff in the bott le? ) 
Yes suh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1513) , 267 9 : 8 . ] 
59 7 9 .  Dey take yo re hair - j es '  lak now , YO ' WANTA RUN ME PLAIN OUTA D I S  

ROUN ' WORLD . Yo ' don ' t wanta kill me , j es '  keep me go in ' an ' ah ' ll nevah s top . 

MOCKINGBIRD - HAIR TIED TO NECK OF 
Dey take mah hair , a plait of it , an ' dey ' ll 
tie a string on each end , an ' dey ' ll ketch 
dis mockin ' b ird an ' tie it round dis mockin'

b ird ' s neck . An ' dey t ell me as long as dat mockin' bird live an ' go , dey say yo ' 
goin ' de same way . Yo ' ll nevah have no mo ' sense or  no mind or nuthin . [ Savan
nah , Ga . , ( 2261) , 563 : 3 . ] 

5980 . I ' ve heard them say they 
molasses , and then take it and put 

could take your hair and b oi l it in black 
it  out in the sun and let the sun get at it . 

MOLAS SES - BLACK - DARK PLACE - TALK TO HAIR 
And take it and put i t  in the 
cellar or some dark place . And 
when it  is dark go down there and 

talk to t he hair and tell i t  wha t you want it to do to this person . And the hair 
will do whatever you say . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( ? ), by Ediphone , cyl . SO . ] 

5981 . She disliked me . 
(Who disliked you? ) 
This woman . 
( I  s ee .  All right . )  
She d isliked me an ' ah tole ' er [ told her ] ah had de 

give it to me herself , s ee .  By me bein ' young , she wus 
headache , an ' she couldn't 
gon ' a  fool me . She tole 

MOON - DURING NEW - SALTPETER ON HAIR - COMBED TO RIS ING SUN 
me , she said , "Yo ' 
gi t yo ' some salt
petah an '  sprinkle 

it in yo re hair , an ' evah mawnin ' fer nine mawnin ' s  aftah de new moon , "  she say , 
"yo ' git  up an ' meet de risin ' sun an ' comb yore hair fo ' wards . "  

(Comb your hair what? )  
Comb yore hair fo ' wards . 
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(Comb your hair  forwards , I see . ) 
An ' ah say , "Ah nevah did comb mah hair dat way . "  She 

hurtcha [ hur t  you] . "  An ' ah went to ano thah woman an ' de 
she wuz tryin ' to run me crazy ; said it  wuz goin ' make me 
saltpetah in mah hair an ' combed it  t o  de moon - [ I  mean ] 
tell me . 

say , " It ' s  no t go in ' 
o thah woman tole me dat 
go crazy i f  ah put dat 
to de sun lak she done 

(That would make you go crazy , you say? I see . )  
Yes . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 74 9 ) , 1015 : 1 . ] 
5 98 2 ,  Well , yo ' kin take de hair outa de mole o f  a person ' s haid an ' run 

' em crazy . Yo ' kin do da t .  -
(How would you do that ? )  

MOON - ON DARK OF 
HAIR IN BOTTLE BURIED 

Well , yo ' take de hair ou ta de 
yo ' takes an ' yo ' puts it in a 
it in a bottle , an ' yo ' buries 

mol e  o f  dere haid an ' 
bottle , an ' yo ' buries 
it on de da ' k  of de moon . 

See , dat ' s  mah experience ' bout dat .  
(And that runs them crazy? ) 
Yes , sir . 
( I  see . ) [ New Orleans , La . ,  (822 ) , 1186 : 7 . ] 
598 3 .  Dey say dey kin take a bran ' -new nail an ' some o f  d e  hair out chure 

clothes , some dis way of f yore laig - out chure undahweah , yo ' undahs tan ' - an ' 
dey kin wrap it aroun ' a bran ' -new nail an ' s tick it right in de centah o f  de 
floor [ o ften under carpet or rug ] , an ' yo ' ll surely s tay as long as dey want 

NAIL - NEW 
9 STRANDS OF HAIR ABOUT 

DRIVEN INTO CENTER OF FLOOR 

chew to stay . 
[ C enter o f  the floor i s  the f if th po int of  a quin
cunx . ] 
(Wel l ,  you told me a certain number of  hairs . )  
Nine - nine s tran ' s .  [ That preceding hair off yore 

laig , changed to out ahure undahweah , would have been rare . Armpit hair is used 
in Hoodoo , but I do not recall any leg hair . Or doe s  informant mean pubic hair? ) 

NAIL - RUSTY - GREASED 
HAIR ABOUT - DRIVEN INTO WALL 

an' tack it up s ide de wall , 
Tenn . , ( 9 56 ) , 1 540 : 6 . ] 

[Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (114 0) , 1855 : 2 . ] 
5984 . Ef dey git  holt yore hair , dey could lead 
yo ' .  Yo ' could  take dat hair an ' yo ' kin grease 
dat hair , an ' yo ' kin wrap it aroun ' a rusty nail 

an ' he ' s  goin ' go wherevah dat hair i s . [Memphis , 

5985 . In othah words , i f  it ' s  someone yo ' wan t , ah kin take three nail s  an ' 
ah kin drive three nails down , yo ' know ,  in de ground ; an ' den ah kin take one 

NAILS 3 - DRIVEN INTO GROUND - AT DOORSTEPS 
A.�THER NAIL - PUBIC HAIR ABOUT - DRIVEN INTO STEPS 

[ and ]  drive it up in de 
steps . An ' take yore hair 
from roun ' yore lo ins , any
where from roun ' down dere , 

an '  wrap i t  roun ' dat nails all de way up . 
dere regardless of  where yo ' gone . 

It won ' t be  long befo ' yo ' ll be  back 

(You have three nails in the ground , and one up in de s tep . You wound this 
hair on the one under the step ? ) 

Dat ' s right . 
[That i s  right , but it  appears to me now that the hair could have b een wrap

ped about all four nails . ]  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 5 6 ) , 1540 : 9 . ] 
5986 . Well , if  she kin git ' im back she go to de Ten Cent Sto ' an ' buy her a 

bottle of  Hearts Co Zogne , if she kin git in touch wit ' im  t o  git dat much of hair 
oata his haid - a strand of hair . Put it  to de Hearts Co Zogne . Turn de bottle 
.pside down an ' call ' is name , When he answah , screw de top - shut de voice up 
iD dere an ' he can ' t s tay away . HE ' LL COME BACK IN SMILES , 
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(She does this when he is gone . She gets  some o f  h i s  hair ? )  
H is hair . She hide some place  while he gone , an ' whensoevah he come in , she 

has his hair in de b o ttle , an ' j es '  call ' im  quickly.  He ' ll glance up quickly . 

NAME CALLED - WHILE HOLDING UP S IDE DOWN 
BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE CONTAINING HI S HAIR 

STOP UP HIS ANSWERING VOICE BY TIGHTENING STOPPER 

Screw de top , She ' s  go t ' im . 
[ To hold a b ot tle o f  p er fume 
up sid e  down with the cork 
stopper unloosened , while 
calling a name and waiting 

for an answer , co uld be a delicate operation . But we must reali ze that the cork 
is  barely untwisted and that the spirit in the answering vo ice can fly - or what
ever a spiri t doe s - through the smalles t crack . ]  [ For catching spir it in a b ot
tle , see p . 24 . ] [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1384 ) , 2459 : 5 . ] 

5987 . Yo ' clip de fingahnails - all yore fingahnails . Git nine stran ' s  o f  
hair out d e  top o f  yore haid , i f  he ' s  gone , an ' call ' is name an ' say , "Ah ' m  

NAME CALLED - INCANTATION - 9 STRAND S  OF HAIR 
TIED IN PIECE OF HI S CLOTHES - BURY AT STEPS 

tyin ' yo ' up an ' yo ' ll evah b e  
ti ed until yo ' come back home 
tuh me . " Tie dem up ,  an ' if  yo ' 
go t any piece o f  ' is clothes at 

all , wrap it up in ' is clothes  an ' bury dat  at de foo t  of  yore s teps . [ Sumter , 
s .  Car . , (13 51 ) , 2 2 54 : 3 . ] 

5988 . Okay , we have a way of gi t t in '  a new piece o f  cloth an ' ballin ' it 
[hair ] up t i ght . Sew it  up an ' s oak i t in Hearts Co logne an ' throw it  away . 

NAME CALLED - EVIL PRAYER SAID 
WHILE THROWING AWAY HAIR 

SEWED INTO NEW CLOTH 
SOAKED IN HEARTS COLOGNE 

An ' say a evil prayer an ' call yo ' name . 
(What will that d o ? ) 
Oat ' s  hard luck tuh yo ' . 
(What do you do with the hair ? )  
We ball i t  up in d is sewed clo th . Jes ' sew it 
up an ' say a evil prayer an ' call yore name 

after soakin ' in Hearts Co logne .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (117 3) , 1 9 7 8 : 12 . ] 
5989 . I f  dey hurt chew wit yore hair . 
(How do they do that? )  
How dey do dat wit yo re hair? 

p iece o f  papah an ' git yore name 
Dey t ake yore hair an ' dey wrap it up in a 

an ' put yore name in dere an ' burn it , an ' burn 

NAME ON PAPER - WRAP HAIR IN - BURN UNDER LAMP 

a lamp sett in ' , put it r ight undah de lamp wi t 
dat ' ll - it  j es '  worry yo ' an ' run yo ' away . 

i t  undah de lamp . 
(Under the lamp ? ) 
Undah de lamp . See , lak yo ' go t 

yore name an ' yore hair . An ' 

( I see . You mean j us t  write the name on the pap er once ? )  
Put yore name once . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 1189 : 5 . ] 
59 9 0 . Dey drive yuh crazy . Yuh kin do good an '  yuh kin do bad . Well , dey 

take dis hair an ' dey put it  in a bo t t le , an ' put a little sal t an '  red peppah . 
Dey wri t e  de person ' s name on 

NAME WRITTEN - HAIR - SALT - RED PEPPER 
BOTTLED - OVER LEFT SHOULDER - RUNNING WATER 

d i s  slip of  papah an ' put it in 
de  bottle an ' s t op i t  up t ight . 
Yuh go tuh runnin ' watah an ' throw 

it ovah yuh shouldah backwards into dat watah . An ' j is '  s ince dat watah always 
runnin ' ,  why dat person will j i s '  go an ' j is '  go . Evah time dey git  a plac e , d ey 
stay a little  an ' dey not satis fied . Dey' ll  go ag ' in . Finely [ final ly ] dey ' ll 
j is '  go an ' qui t .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 219 2 : 7 . ] 

5 9 9 1 .  Say , fo ' instan ' , if  a man ' s got a woman an ' he ' s  got  
t ition an ' den he git her fingernail or her  toenail , an ' den he 
from de mo le of her haid an ' he take this  toenails an ' hair an ' 

a l ittle compe
gi ts some hair 
he ' ll put it in 
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a bag , say , of  a p iece of  red flannel  an ' sew it an ' he ' ll write this person name 

NAME OF WOMAN HE WRITES 9 TIME S  - HIS 9 TIMES OVER 
BER HAIR - FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS - IN RED FLANNEL BAG 

FOLD ED PAP ER AND BAG HE WEARS OVER HEART 

nine time s . 
(Whose name do es he 
write? ) 
He writes the individual 
that he ' s  interested in. 

Be write dere name nine t imes one way . Wri te his name nine times across  that name 
which make 18 names altogether . An ' then he fold this piec e  an ' he put thi s  bag 
on top o f  this p iece an ' wear it  right next to his heart , say , fa ' instan ' , he pin 
it on de ins ide o f  ' is undahshirt . 

(What is that supposed to do then? ) 
Dat ' s  suppo sed to keep dis woman ' s  mind to  him all de while . 
(The paper on which the name is writ ten is  not put in the bag itself ? ) 
No suh , it ' s  put on de outs id e .  
(Next to  his skin? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 5 ) , 1481 : 8 . ] 
59 92 . Git de hair out chure haid an ' t ake i t  an ' sew i t  up into a piece o f  

cloth an ' t ie i t  roun ' dere waist . Wear it . Dey kin fix yo ' dataway . 
(Why would they do that ? )  

NECK Well , to keep yo ' . Sometime dey do it to make a man love d em .  
B&IR WO RN  ABOUT Yes s ir , dey puts i t  in a little white c loth an ' d en s ew i t  up . 

[This is  a love hand. ] Some o f  ' ems wear it roun '  dere neck , 
sa.e o f  ' ems wear it roun ' dere waist . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1063) , 1 7 21 : 21 . ] 

IZZDLE 1 - TWI STED HAIR - CAMPHORATED OIL 
IN BOTTLE OVER DOOR 

5993 . Well , dey take dat an ' dey 
have it  twis ted tight . 
(This hair? ) 
Uh-huh , an ' dey put i t  in a - dey put 

a needle through i t  an ' dey ' l l  put it in a little bot tle wit some camphor [ rated ]  
ail ,  an ' den dey stop i t  down tight an ' put i t  up ovah yore head . 

�at will tha t  do then? )  
Vell , dat ' s  j es '  to make yo ' do j es '  what 
(rhey put i t  over your head . How do they 
Jes ' lak ,  yo ' know , any place dey put it . 

fD '  ins tance , highah dan yo ' . 

dey want yo ' to do . 
put i t  over your head? ) 

Dey put it up ovah a s ill - say , 

(Oh , over the door o r  some thing o f  that sort . ) 
Yes ,  ovah de door , or  de sill of de house . 
[MANY INFORMANTS LOCATE A DOORSILL AT THE TOP OF THE DOOR - highah dan yo ' . ] 

(�acksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 6 ) , 7 68 : 4+8 5 . ]  
5994 . Git chure hair an ' put chure hair wit a needle , a steel needle . Jes ' 

� it from de mole o f  yore haid - be sure dat yo ' gi t de hair from d e  mole o f  

NEEDLE 1 - HAIR - [ RED ] PEPPER 
- THREAD - RED FLANNEL BAG - OVER DOOR 

de haid an ' wrap it wit a steel nee
dle , an '  put it in a li ttle bag an ' 
put dat hair , an ' a little peppah or 
somepin in it an ' sew it  in de bag . 

� pu t  it up ovah de s ill o f  a door , dat hair . Dey got chew wrapped up de way 
._, want chew , dat hair an ' peppah , an ' sew it  in a red flannel an ' dey keep it 
� . an' de thread , [use ] red thread . [Mobile , Ala . , (663) , 8 70 : 4 . ] 

IIZDLE 1 - THREADED WITH HAIR - POINT DOWN - OVER DOOR 
599 5 . Yo ' take dere 
hair an ' put i t  in a 
needle an ' put it ovah 

� front do ' 
� love . 

(One hair? ) 

an ' dat ' ll make yo ' - makes de  party loves yo '  very much . Dat ' ll 



297 2  - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundat ion -

One strand o f  hair from de top - from de mole o f  yore haid right in de top , 
an ' put it in a needle an ' put i t  ovah de do ' s ill right ovah d e  fron ' do ' .  Wit 
de p ' int [ point o f needle ] down . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1260) , 2139 : 2 . ] 

5996 . She kin take one bran ' -new needle an ' run ' is hair [ one strand ] out 
of ' is head through dat needle , an ' chunk it [ demons trates ] to a sundown side 

[ throws it  to the west ] an ' call ' is name . 
NEEDLE 1 - NEW - THREAD WITH HAIR In two day ' s time , why he ' 11 b e  back home . 

THROW WEST - CALL NAME (She chunks it over her shoulder that way . 
which shoulder ? )  

Lef t shouldah , an ' don ' t 
( ? ) ,  654 : 5 . ] 

look back as yo ' coming [away ] . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 

599 1 .  Well , yo ' take a lock o f  yore hair an ' d e  band [ bow] outa d e  back o f  
yore hat , an ' yo ' s tick a brasshead needle in it , an ' put i t  in a Hearts OWn 

NEEDLE 1 - HAIR - HAT BOW - BOTTLE HEARTS OWN COWGNE 
UPSIDE DOWN UNDER FRONT STEPS 

Co logne bot tle . Stop 
it up an ' turn it bot
tomside upwards undah de 
front steps . Well , yo ' 

wouldn ' t  have no care fo ' nobody else but me . [Brunswick,  Ga . , (1211 ) , 204 7 : 4 . ]  
5998 . [ Since the two following rites are identical and the two informants 

are separated by only eight informants ,  I would say the first  person came to 
invest igate before the s econd per son would take a chance on seeing me . This 
sort o f  precaution I have pointed out s everal times in Hoodoo . ] 

Version 1 :  Yo ' kina - lak if yo ' wanta woman tuh love yuh , yo ' kin take some 
Hearts Co logne [ in its bottle ]  an ' s t ick a needle in it an '  take three s trands 

NEEDLE 1 - 3 STRANDS OF HAIR WRAPPED ABOUT 
IN BOTTLE WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - BOTTOM UPWARDS 

of de woman ' s hair an ' wrap it  
round dat [ needle ] an ' turn it 
[bottle] bot tom upwards into a 
inner pocket an '  den she ' ll go 

crazy about chew - she ' ll love yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (1080) , 1747 : 11 . ] 
Version 2 :  Well , yo ' kin git three s trands o f  a p erson ' s  hair an ' some Heart 's 

Co logne an ' a needle an ' yo ' kin put it [ hair ] round dat needle an '  put da t nee
dle in dat Heart ' s  Cologne an ' tote dat bottle in yore pocke t about a month an ' 
dat will make ' em love yo ' . 

(Do you carry that in either pocket ? )  
In yore po cket . 
(This hair is wrapped around the needle and that needle is stuck into a bo t

tle of  Hearts Co Zogne. ) [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1072) , 17 32 : 2 . ] 
5999 . I f  yo ' wanta make anybody leave dere home , yo ' kin take dere hair out 

from right in de front of de haid right dere [ demonstrates ] lak wher e yo ' par t 

NEEDLES 2 - THREAD WITH HAIR WHERE PARTED AT FRONT 
PUT IN BOTTLE - BURY AT BLOCK OF DE HOUSE • • •  BY DE FRONT 

it at . An ' yo ' kin 
take two needles an ' 
thread dem needles wit 
de hair , an ' put it in 

a b ottle an ' bury it right at de b loak o f  de house , as yo ' goin ' out by de front . 
An ' j es '  lak de b Zoaks , j es '  lak de bricks filled in undah de house - see , yo ' 
could bury it  right back down dere . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat ' ll make yo ' have peace in yore home , o r  e ithah make yo ' bring love back 

anythin ' lak dat . [Florence , s .  Car . , (1320) , 2263 : 9 . ] 
6000 . The following express ion was surely devised by someone tired o f  hearing 

the well-known expres s ion : You give me a headaahe ! 
Yo ' wuz speakin ' o f  hair . A person kin do yo ' a great deal of  trouble wit 

yore hair . Prob ' ly git  yuh ' sleep o r  git some o f  yore hair unbeknown to  yo ' -
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git d is hair unbeknown to yo ' .  Yo ' take d i s  ha ir 
�oLogne an ' put it into a bottle an ' yo ' git choo 
cross yore needles between dat flannen an ' put it 

(What do you mean cross your needles ? )  

an ' git yo ' a little Hearts 
a small piece of flannen an ' 
in dere . 

Make a kind o f  a X [ a  cro s s ] out o f  it [ the 2 needles ] .  
(Two needles? ) 
Two needles , an ' make yo ' kind o f  a X out o f  it . An ' twist dis hair aroun ' 

dese needles an ' place it  in dat cologne , but don ' t stop yore bottle stoppah 

NEEDLES 2 - CROSSED IN RED FLANNEL - TWI ST HAIR ABOUT 
PUT IN BOTTLE WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - LEAVE CORK LOOSE 

SET UPRIGHT WHERE VICTIM WILL WALK OVER 9 MORNINGS 
fiGHTEN CORK - CAUSES HEADACHE - IMPROVE S WHEN TRICKER NEAR 

t ight - prob ' ly fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' ll 
leave da t stoppah in 
der e  fo ' nine mawn
in ' s ,  if yo ' should 
g i t  a chance to git 

� mah bed or to mah do ' step , an ' let dat bo ttle [ stand ] s traight up so  I got to 
walk ovah it , it will keep me suf fahin ' wid a headache . I ' ll lingah aftah yo ' .  
I still suffah wid dat headache , but when I gits where yo ' is , look lak it kinda 
�shes away-lak . I ' ll j is '  lust aftah yo ' .  A man do a woman dat way or a woman 
at way or a woman kin do a man dat way .  

(You only have the headache when you are away from them? ) 
When yo ' are away from ' em yo ' have a dull headache an ' yore mind , look lak 

yo '  is worr ied . An ' yo ' arn ' t [ are  not ]  - it j es '  stays on dem .  
(You never put that cork i n  t ight . You never put that in t ight? ) 
Don ' t put i t  in tight , j e s '  leave i t  s o  yo ' kin go dere an ' touch it  fo ' nine 

.-vnin ' s ,  becuz de ninth mawnin ' yo ' ll push it in tight . [ Norfolk , Va . ,  (491) , 
526 : 2+81 . ]  

6001 . Well yo ' j is '  git a l ittle Hearts Co logne . Why , yo ' don ' t  use de whole 
�ttle now , yo ' git a little Hearts Co logne . An ' yo ' git  a little - well prob ' ly 
yo '  have to git  ' er frien ' to  git a piec e ' er hair - see , from ' er head . See . 

NEEDLES 2 NEW - P INS 3 - HAIR 
JEARTS COLOGNE - CATCH VOICE IN BOTTLE 

An ' yo ' ll have to git ' er voic e ,  too . 
(How do you get that ? )  
Well , yo ' git  de Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' 
put it into anothah - yo ' put some o f  

1L into anothah bot tle ,  j is '  about a hal f , yo ' see . An ' yo ' git s ome of ' er 
frien ' whut goes wit ' er to  git a p iece of  hair . An ' yo ' git three lit tle stick
p£r2 - dese little stickpins [ ordinary no t safety pins ] dese wimmin use fo ' 
clothes . Yo ' git two bran ' -new needles . See . An ' yo ' put it into a bottle . 
All right , yo ' put it into dat bot tle . Well , yo ' ll have to ' dro p ( eavesdrop ] 
�und ' er home at  night , an ' yo ' ll know ' er voice from anybody else , an ' den she 
l:al.k. When she git to talkin ' , why yo ' j is '  - EVAH TIME SHE TALK, WHY YO ' STOP 

a&I BOTTLE . (This is an unusual and excessive opening and clos ing o f  bottle.  
�lly one catching o f  voice suffices . ]  Yo ' go t ' er vo ice , yo ' see , an ' she ' ll 
'-re to come home . 

[The vo ice caught in a bot tle is catching the spirit - see p . 24 . ] 
CWell , what do you do with that bot tle then? ) 
Vell ,  yo ' j is '  tote dat around in yore pocket , or  yo ' could leave it right 

ID.e .  De best to tote i t  in yore pocket . ( Charleston ,  S . Car . , (511) , 574 : 7+85 . ]  
600 2 .  So  far as  yore hair concerned , yo ' could be ruled by yore hair . Yo ' 

kDov whut ah mean , somebody could take yore hair an ' make yo ' love dem . Yo ' 

IEEDLES 3 OR PINS - HAIR - NAME 
IIi BOTTLE OF HEARTS PERFUME 

undahstan ' .  
(Do you know how they do it ? )  
How dey do i t ?  Well , ah kin take yore hair . 
Dey usely [ usually] gits - dey takes three pins 
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or needles an ' put it  in a bot tle o f  Hearts Perfume , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  but dey must  
know yore name . 

(What do they do with that name? ) 
Write on dis piece o f  papah an ' put i t  in wit de hair . 
(Put all these things in the bot tle? ) 
All dese combinat ion in de bot tle .  
(What do you do with that bottle then? ) 
Take i t - but wit chew , carry i t .  Yo ' gotta carry dat bottle all de time . 

Sometime s peoples  buries it . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1198 ) , 2 0 15 : 3 . ] 
6 003 . An ' he [ author ' s contac t man ] a s t  me did ah know any way tuh try tuh 

hold a woman , an ' ah tole him a way da t chew could take a bo t tle  o f  cologne an ' 

NEEDLES 3 - HAIR IN BOTTLE OF COLOGNE 
IN MATTRES S  OR PILLOW 

one stran ' o f  ' er hair , an ' go an ' buy 
three bran ' -new needles an ' put in dat 
cologne. An ' whils t  dat ha ir b e  suckin ' 
up dat co logne - j es ' let it s tay in dere 

until it suck up all dat cologne - jes ' put it anywhere in de mattres s ,  or eithah 
sew it up in a feathah pillah or mattress where it can ' t b e  found . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 1 2 26) , 2083 : 10 . ] 

6 0 04 . Of co ' se dat hair - dat hair is  very controllin ' , it ' s  very ' fect ive , 
an ' it ' s  very dang ' rous . Dey kin take da t hair , if dey don ' t lak yo ' an ' wants 

NEEDLES 3 - PINS 3 NIPPED OFF - 3 PODS RED PEPPER - HAIR 
INTO RUNNING WATER - FIRST NEW MOON - QUICK DEATH 

t o  destroy yo ' or make 
unf it fo ' yo ' own 
good . Dey take dat 
hair an ' dey ' ll wrap 

dat up wit three whut chew call needles , see . Dey git three needles an ' dey gits 
three pins . But dos e pins dey always have de heads of do se pins nipped o ff .  An' 
dey wrap three needles , three pins , an ' den dey git three pods of red peppah , yo ' 
undahs tan ' . YO ' GOTTA HAVE THREE OF THREE . Git three o f  de red peppah an ' put 
in dis , dis hair ,  an ' dey wrap dem toge thah . An ' when dey wrap ' em togethah , d ey 
takes da t an ' eithah j is '  - if  dey want a quick death [ both quick death and slahl 
death are not rare ] in any way , or to run yo ' crazy , dey will take dat an ' put it 
in a runnin ' stream o f  watah on de first new moon . In a runnin ' s tream of  water , 
an ' j is '  a s  dat s tream carry yo ' [ hair ] away , yore mind go es . [ St .  Peter sburg , 
Fla . , ( 1051) , 1 7 0 6 : 1 . ] 

6005 . An ' yo ' wanted to keep dat fellah . All 
whole plai t out de top of dis  f ellah ' s haid . Yo ' 
cut it o f f , an ' yo ' cut dat plait o f f  dere clean . 

right , chew take j is ' one of  de 
grab s one o f  do se plait s  an ' 

Yo ' take dat plait an ' yo ' put 
it in a bot tle of Hearts 
Co logne an ' fo ' needles , 
s teel needles - fo ' needles 

NEEDLES 4 - MAN ' S  HAIR - IN BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 
AT MIDNIGHT S ET IT ON GRAVE OF SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
TELL HIM OR HER WHAT YOU WANT - TAKE BOTTLE HOME 

LONG STOPPER PUSHED IN OR PULLED OUT OF BOTTLE 
APPLIES OR EASES PRES SURE ON THE MAN 

stick r ight down ' side of 
it an ' s top it up t ight . 
An ' den yo ' carry dat bot
tle wit yo ' roun ' about 

' leven or twelve ' clock at night an ' yo ' go to de graveyard an ' yo ' set it to 
[ the grave of ] someone dat chew know an ' - co ' se he [ the spirit in the grave ] 
arrive befo ' yo ' have de house [ he reaches your house b efor e you ] . He unnahstan ' 
dough [ though ] .  He ' ll arrive befo ' yo ' . All yo ' gota do is  tell ' em [ sp iri t ]  
what chew want [ done or ] what chew wanna know . An ' yo ' bring dat bot tle back 
[home ] an ' evah time yo ' use it - see [ demonstrates ] de stoppah will be ' bout dat 
long . De more yo ' shove dat [ s topper into the bo ttle ] , de wor s e  it will git ; de 
more yo ' pull on it  [pull it  out o f  the bottle ] , de  lessah it  will b e .  

(In [ and out of ] this b o t tle?  You have a long stopper about a foot long? ) 
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Dat ' s  right , an ' yo ' s ee ,  de mor e  yo ' shove [ the s topper ] in d a t  [ bo t t l e ]  d e  
.ore yo ' shove dem [ the man] down ' but d e  more yo ' pull it  [ the s topper out o f  
the bo ttl e ] , why dat de mor e  he [man ] b e  up . 

Now,  if he ' s  down an ' yo ' j is '  take dat same stoppah an ' yo ' got it dis way 
[demons trat es ] .  Well , yo ' got it down . Well , d e  o thah way [ up ] , yo ' gona ease 
' bout a hal f  inch or quart er of inch , increas e .  But when yo ' want ' im to go back 
down , why yo ' j is '  shove it on back down dere - ·  lak dat [ demons tration end s ] .  
Keep ' em , can ' t leave home - ain ' t anyway in de  worl ' fer ' em to leave home . An ' 
keep dat wid j oo - dat is contin ' en [ cont inuing ] ' i s min ' d ' reck [ d irec t ] on yo ' ,  
his min ' couldn ' t leave . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (520) , 620 : 1+8 5 . ]  

6006 . If  yo ' know someone dat chew wanta git r id of  ' em  an ' dey are causin ' 
confusion in yore home , why yo ' kin take dere hair an ' , yo ' know , git j is '  fo ' 
needles . Yo ' cro ss do s e  needles somepin lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Make a square . 

IEEDLES 4 - CROSS  INTO SQUARE OR OBLONG 
TYING IN PLACE WITH RED CORD 

BOTTLE HAIR - LAY INTO FRAMED NEEDLES 
(COFFIN OR GRAVE SYMBOL ) 

SEW INTO RED CLOTH 
THROW OVER SHOULDER INTO RIV ER 

[ This square or oblong is a symbo lical 
co f f in or grave . ]  
(Put two parallel needles l ike that , 
and two parallel - on the top and the 
bo ttom . ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . An ' den yo ' take dere 
hair , an ' cut de  hair out de mole o f  
dere haid , an ' put i t  in a little bot

tle [ o r iginally a t iny bottle of perfume sold at  Five and Ten Cents Stores ] an ' 
stop it up , an ' place i t  direck [ d ir ectly] between dat square o f  dose needles . 
An' den git chew a red piece o f  rag or  flannin an ' s ew it  up in dere , an ' walk 
tub de rivah an ' chunk it ovah yore le f '  shouldah an ' dey will leave . Dey j is '  
aotta go an ' dey cain ' t s top . Dey cain ' t res ' co ntented nowhere dey go . 

(What hold s these [ need les ] in place? ) 
Yo ' wrap ' em wit some thread , wit a piece o f  red cord . 
(Like you were making a p icture frame? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . An ' aftah yo ' f ix [ tie ] dat up lak dat ,  den yo ' p lace dis  bo t

tle in de centah . 
(Then you wrap the whole thing up? ) 

Wit a red p iece o f rag [ red f lanne l ] . An '  den yo ' chunk it d ireck ovah yore 
lef ' shouldah in runnin'  watah . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 94 0 ) , 1 5 20 : 15 . ] 

6007 . Yo ' take fo ' needles an ' yo ' have a ball . Yo ' know , make a ball of  
yore hair or  toenails , somp in lak da t if  yo ' kin g i t  holt  of  ' em . An '  af tah yo ' 

make de ball - make de ball 
IEEDLES 4 - HAIR OR TOENAILS - IN RED FLANNEL BALL 

STICK POINTS TO : NORTH - EAST - SOUTH - WEST 
BURY WHERE VICTIM WALKS 

roun ' - j es '  s t ick de needle 
wit d e  po int d a t  way . Jes ' 
have it so eithah way it 
turns , one dem points will 

be po intin ' out . Try tuh make fa ' po ints : po int s it to de no ' t , de nex ' one to 
de sout ' ,  one to  de wes ' , an ' one to d e  ea s ' . An ' p lant do se s omewhere where yo ' 
steps ovah it . D ey t ells me da t will run yo ' crazy . Wrap i t  up in yore fingah
.ails or ha ir wi t j e s '  a p iece o f  r ed flannel .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1240) , 2110 : 15 . ] 

6008 . An ' j i s '  lak if  someone in yore church is givin ' yo ' trouble in de 
church , yo ' know , causin ' confusion an ' splits  in church lak mo s ' people do ' s . 

PIKS 4 BENT - HAIR TWISTED IN - LIVE SCORPION 
ALL SEWED INTO CLOTH - PUT IN VICTIM ' S PILLOW 

Why yo ' go out in de wood s an ' 
yo ' ketch yo ' one of ' em  whut 
chew call dese heah red-back 
scorpiens [ scorpions ] .  Ah mean 

a �ed-be lly . Dey go t a red s tr ipe undah ' is s tomic . An ' yo '  take dat scorpien 
an '  put ' im  into a p illah where dey s leep , s ee .  
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(Al ive or dead? ) 
' Live . D en yo ' git some hair outa dere haid . Git someone - if yo ' cain ' t 

git tuh ' em - tuh git some hair outa dere haid an ' place it  in a p iece [ o f  cloth ] . 
An ' yo ' take fo ' p ins an ' - no t needles but pins - an ' j is '  win ' dat hair an ' 
twis t it up yo ' know in d em pins , an ' j is '  ben '  dem p ins j is '  as many ways , j is '  
b end ' um lak evah way yo ' kin . Den yo ' take dat live scorp ien an ' dose pins an ' 
dat hair an ' s ew it up in a piece [ o f  cloth] . An ' den plac e it  in da t pillah 
whare he s leep at an ' he ' ll take a deadly mis ery in dere haids an ' event ' ly [ even
tually ] dey ' ll j is '  - yo ' know IT NO USE GOIN ' TUH DOCTAHS [M . D . ' s ] . NO DOCTAH 
[M . D . ] KIN DO ANY GOOD . An ' event ' ly d ey j is '  s tart to p inin ' away an ' dat ' s de 
end of ' um. [Memphis ,  Tenn. , { 940) , 1521 : 2 . ] 

6 009 . Dey say yo ' take dis hair an ' a piece o f  shed o f f  
tlesnake shed an ' take dat hair an ' some f ive pins an '  f ive 

a ra ttlesnake - rat
needles an ' put it 

down in a bot tle of 
Epsom salt s an ' f ill 
dat bottle up wit 
watah an ' turn dat 

NEEDLES 5 - PINS 5 - RATTLESNAKE SHED - EPSOM SALTS - HAIR 
BOTTLED - BURIED UPSIDE DOWN - NORTH CORNER OF YARD 

bo ttle up side down in de groun ' an ' bury i t  an ' yo ' ll [ go ]  
{Do you bury that  any p lace? ) 

stone arazy . 

Bury it  in de north cornah of de yard . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 2 ) , 924 : 1 . ] 
6010 . If  dey g it hold of yore hair , why dey ' ll tie dat ha ir up j e s '  lak dey 

do wit chure [ foot ] track . Dey ' ll t ie dat hair up in a bo ttle . Dey ' ll put s ix 
needles in dere wit dat ha ir an'  dat ' ll keep yo ' goin ' crazy all de t ime . 

NEEDLES 6 - HAIR TIED - BOTTLED - IN GROUND OR TRUNK 
{What will they do with 
that bottle then? ) 
Dat bo t tle - dey put dat 

bottle  down in de ground , or in a trunk . [ Charles ton ,  s .  Car . ,  (? ) ,  653 : 9+81 . ]  
601 1 .  They claim that peoples go t i t  from under your doors tep with your hair 

mixed in wi th i t .  Well , they say that is to aross you away . 

NEEDLES 6 - PINS 6 - NEW - CROSSED INTO CLOTH - HAIR 
BOTTLED - BURIED UNDER DOOR - CURSED - TOLD TO GO 

Jus t like , you know , I was 
in love with a man and 
ano ther woman wanted d is 
man . Well , if  she could 

get some of my hairs , she ' d  go and get her a do zen new needl es that never b een 
used and pins . She ' d  s t ick the pins this way and s tick the needles this way 
[ cro ss them ] , and when she get ready to put it down ,  she ' d s tand i t  on its head 
on d e  s harp par t ,  cus s it  and tell i t  to go�  

{Where would she put that ? )  
Put that at your door . 
{And she uses twelve new needles and pins - s ix new needles and s ix new pins . )  

[Norfolk ,  Va . ,  {486) , 515 : 6+85 . ]  
6 012 . Some people kin take yo ' hair ,  

needles , an ' dey will do dat hair up wit 
dey take seven needles , brass-eyed 
do se seven bras s- eyed needles , naming 

NEEDLES 7 - NAME EACH THE PERSON 
BURY BOTTLE UP SIDE DOWN AT EDGE OF RUNNING WATER 

SO THAT EYES OF NEEDLES ARE DOWN 
THEN AFTER 9 DAYS VICTIM STARTS TO DWINDLE 

evah one of dem yo ' name . An '  
put ' em into somepin an ' take 
' em  down by de wa tah s tream .  
No t in d e  watah , but dig a 
hole in de groun ' an '  put it 
[ these things ] in a bot t le or 

tin box o r somep in an ' close it  up . Turn de top [ of bo ttle or box ]  down . Let de 
eye of dose  needles be down . Bury dat s ix to nine inches in de ground , down by 
de  side of dat watah , an ' make a drain where de watah will pass by i t  - barely 
runnin ' ovah it . 
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(A li ttle channel . )  
An ' aftah so many days - nine days - yo ' will feel de effects  of it . An ' 

do se who know yo ' will begin no tison [ not icing ]  somepin dat peculiar about chah , 
somepin dif f ' ren ' , somep in unusu ' l . An ' from t ime t o  time i t  will cuz yo ' t o  
dwin ' le away an ' die . [Washington , D . C . , (62la) , 7 95 : 1+85 . ] 

NEEDLES 9 - LODESTONE - HAIR - HEARTS PERFUME 
TIED WITH BLACK THREAD INTO RED FLANNEL BALL AND WORN 

FEED WITH WHISKEY 

6013 . Dey have hair in 
dat - dey git a lock of 
a lady ' s hair , men usin ' 
dis . An ' git  a lock of 
lady ' s  hair an ' den dey 

git dis lodestone an ' dey git s  nine needles 
heard now . An ' den dey wrap it , feeds [see 
wrap it  in a ball , an ' tie dat black str ing 

an ' Hearts 
p . 57 8 ]  dat 
aroun ' it . 

Perfume . Dat ' s  whut ah 
thing wit whiskey , an ' 

(What do they wrap it up in? ) 
Flannel , red f lannel , an ' den put de black thread aroun ' it  an ' put a s tring 

aroun ' dat , an ' let it hang down in dere bosom or brea s t  an ' wear it . 
(What is that suppo sed to  do ? )  
Dat will draw love . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 67 7 ) , 900 : 3 . ] 
6 014 . Yo ' kin take a per

.
son ' s hair now , an ' yo ' kin take yo ' nine needles up 

an' down [ demonstrat es ] , an ' wrap dat hair b etween ' em wit b lack thread . 

REEDLES 9 - HEAD AND TAIL - HAIR BETWEEN - BLACK THREAD 
LODESTONE DUST - RED FLANNEL BAG - WEAR IN POCKET 

(One needle is point ed 
that way and one that 
way . ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . Head an '  
tai l dey call it . 
Yo ' take dat an ' wrap 

dat an ' put chew - git chew a lit tle red flannel bag an ' git chew a dime ' s  wut 
[worth ] of lodestone dus t  an ' put in dat , an ' put dat in yore pocket . Yo ' have 
de headache de balanc e of yore days . [New Orleans , La . , (1566) , 2868 : 4 . ] 

6015 . From mah undahstandin ' ,  yo ' take nine strands of hair off  de mole of 
yore head an ' dey kin run yo ' crazy wit it . Dey takes yore hair an ' dey mix i t  

REEDLES 9 - STRANDS OF HAIR 9 - LODESTONE DUST 
BOTTLE - BURY UPSIDE DOWN 

up , puts it in a bottle wit nine 
needles ,  an ' gi t some lodestone 
dust , an ' dey put s it in dis  

an '  dey bury de bottle  up side down . See , it  
die . [New Orleans , La . ,  (838 ) , 1260 : 5 . ] 

bottle wit dis . An ' dey takes 
will run [ you] crazy an ' yo ' apt to 

6016 . Yo ' take a lock of yore hair , yo ' git nine bra s s  needles . 
(You mean brasseye don ' t you ? )  
[ They a r e  usually called go ldeyed. ]  
Yes s ir ,  an ' a piece of  red flannen . Yo ' put da t in any 

bottl e ,  an' yo ' put dat ovah de do ' .  At night when he come 

REEDLES 9 - RED FLANNEL - BOTTLE - OVER DOOR - 9 MORNINGS 

kin ' a little small 
in [ for example] it 
j es '  yo ' comin ' in 
an ' ah mee t  chew tuh 
de do ' • Ah be lovin ' 

tuh yo ' fo ' nine mawnin' s ,  s ee .  Den ah won ' t have no mo ' trouble wit chew ' bout 
dat . See , don ' t  fo ' git nine needle s wit de outen flannens [with the flannel out
side ] .  

[No te : Dr . Hyatt I think mayb e this informant meant (outing flannel)  - a t erm 
I have heard used o f t en .  Web s t er says (A flannelet te , often with some woo l ) . 
Mrs . Harry Dyel - see v . 3 , ILLUSTRATION 4 . ] 

(You put that up over the door? ) 
Yes s ir , r ight ovah de front do ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1211) , 2047 : 5 . ] 
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6017 . Dere two things dat ah hear ' d  da t yo ' could do wit de hair . Dey kin 
take n ine s trands of yore hair an ' put it in a bag an ' sew it up wit nine needles 

NEEDLES 9 BREAK AND CROSS IN BAG WITH HAIR 
BURY TO HOLD - RUNNING WATER OR OAK TREE MAKES CRAZY 

an ' cro s s  dese needl es in 
dat hair - break ' em an ' 
cros s ' em in a l it t le bag . 
Sew de bag up an ' bury it  

somewhere . Dat is  to make yo ' stay . Bury i t  where yo ' go out ovah, walk ovah 
it . Dat ' ll make yo ' s tay wit ' em.  An ' if  dey don '  want chew wit ' em ,  dey ' ll 
take i t  an ' gi t it an ' sew it up in a bag an ' throw it in runnin ' watah , or eithah 
carry it to a oak tree an ' cut a l i t t l e  hole in dere an ' wedge it up in dere an ' 
stop it up . An ' dat will run yo ' crazy . DAT ' S  WHUT AH HEAR ' D  A OLE WOMAN TELL A 
LONG TIME AGO . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1523 ) , 2715 : 1 3 . ] 

6 018 . [ It happened ] here in Wilmington , an ' dey say dat she wuz hurt [ witch
craf ted , roo tworked , etc . ] ,  an ' it wuz put undah ' er baid , undah de range [ ? ]  of  

NEEDLES 9 - HAIR - TIED IN  PAPER 
DOCTOR ' S WHITE WOMAN FINDS UNDER HOUSE BELOW BED 

de house [ see later ] . An ' 
said dey give huh doator ' s  
mediaine [medicine from a 
M .• D . ] an ' it  wouldn ' t  do huh 

any good . So dey went an ' dey see about some de o thah doators , an ' he [ this 
othah doator ] s ent a white lady der e .  [ To s end a whi te lady was mos t  unusual 
unles s the doator himself was whit e . ] An ' she went undah [ crawled under ] de 
house an ' got dis  package . [As I have no t ed several t imes in HOODOO , hous es in 
the lowland s along the coa s t  rest  on pillars - large s tones , br icks , wood posts 
a foot or  two above ground . ]  An ' i t  [ package white woman found ( ? ) ]  had three 
grains of brimstone [ fo r  d evil ' s  work]  an ' nine needles , an ' a little piece of 
huh hair in it , an ' wrapped up in a papah an ' tied down tight .  An ' dat wuz 

buried undah huh baid . [To p lant aunjure beneath the house under the b ed - cen
ter o f , a quincunx - is a frequent device . ]  [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (193 ) , 97 : 3+ 
8 5 . ] 

6019 . Dey say , yo ' know , if  yo ' wanta put a p er son in hard luck , yo ' take 
nine new needles an ' stick ' em in a piec e  of c lo th an ' git  some of de hair outa 

NEEDLES 9 NEW - HAIR - BURY AT ROAD FORKS 
dere haid , if yo ' kin g i t  it , an ' 
put it in dere , an ' bury it at de 
fo ' ks of de road . Say dey ' ll be  in 

de hardes t  luck dat a person kin gi t - hard , shure ' nuf f hard luck . [ Waycro s s ,  

NEEDLES 9 - MAN THREADS WITH HE R  HAIR - IN HIS UNDERSHIRT 
Ga . ,  (1093) , 1 7 62 : 1 . ] 
6020 . H e ' ll take his 

a s trand of her hair an ' 
[ undershirt ] an ' hide i t  
( 2 1 9 ) , 131 : 9+8 5 . ]  

undershirt , an ' take 
thread it through nine needl es  an '  s t ick it in this clo th 
s ome plac e .  She ' ll love him . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

6021 . D ere  one thing yo ' kin do wit hair . Yo ' kin take hair , nine s tran ' s o f  
hair o u t  de  top o f  yore  haid . Ah ' m tellin ' yo ' d e  way ah know , now . Ah don ' know 

PINS 9 - HAIRS 9 - IN NEW WHITE HANDKERCHIEF 
5 DROPS HEARTS COLOGNE ON DAILY 9 DAYS 

de way anybody know it , t ell yo ' de 
way ah know . 
Take nine stran ' s o f  hair out de 
top of yore haid an ' git a white 

pocket han ' kercheff , a bran ' -new white  pocket  han ' kercheff , an ' put nine p ins in 
it . An ' wrop dat nine s tran ' s  of hair up t ight wit dat nine pins , an ' put five 
drop s  of Heart Co logne f o '  nine days . An ' put i t  into a dry place an ' let it 
stay ab out nine days an ' den take it up an ' put it anywhere on mah body . Or de 
woman could put it anywhere on ' er b ody where it won ' git wet an ' wear i t . An ' 
dat ' ll gain a man fo ' yo ' . A man' ll go tuh her an ' nobody else cain ' t g i t  dat 
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man but 1 er .  Dat man g o  tuh ' er .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1366) , 831:12 . ] 
6022 . (Wha t do they say they do with that ? )  
Dey say dey take s yore hair . An ' dis  lady [ root doc tor ] tole .e dat dey take 

yo re ha ir an ' git nine pins , an ' say dey will  wrap it an ' git chure tracks , an ' 
say dey will wrap it up an '  put 

PINS 9 - TRACKS - URINE - HAIR - BOTTLE - BURY i t in a b ott le , an' den dey ' ll 
put somep in lak , lak if dey 

could git yore ur ine , d ey will do dat , an ' stop it up in a b ot t le an ' carry it 
away from dere an ' ·  bury i t . Sometimes dey bury it right at chure doorstep, be
cuz dey say dat ' s  what wuz d id fer me . An ' she warned me always b e  careful how 
or wha t I do wit mah hair . Comb it . An ' I t o le her , yes , becuz somebody had 
taken out all mah hair . She says she knowed i t , says dat ' s  why she to l e  me to 
b e  careful , 

An ' d ey take do s e  p ins an ' t ake dat hair an '  p ut do se  nine p ins �n ' st ick ' em  
in dere an ' dey wrap i t . An ' dey put yore track in dere an ' put s in a bott le .  
An ' s ay if  dey can ' t  g i t  any o f  yor e  ur ines [ of ten called ureen ] , dey ' ll try t o  
git s ome watah from d e  place where yo ' use , yo ' know , lak yo ' might have a well 
or spiggot or somep in an ' dey ' ll - some t imes people will come an ' [ say ] , ' 'Ah 
wan t s  a dr ink of watah , p l ease . "  Dey j is '  want some o f  yore watah from yore 
hou se wher e yo ' re at . An ' den dey ' ve go t a l l  dey want to do wit - dey got de 
othah parts . 

(What would t hey d o  with thi s hair and pins af ter t hey g o t  i t ? What would 
they do wi th i t ? ) 

Dey bur ies it . 
(What i s  tha t  suppo s ed t o  do to you then? ) 
Well , i t  ' f eet yo ' some way ab out yo ' head , g ive yo '  pain an ' mis erie s .  

[Newport ,  News , Va . , (482) , 505 : 3+85 . ] 
6023 . Yo ' take da t hair . 
(Do you t ake this hair from a man ' s head? ) 
Y eah , eithah a man or anyone dat yo ' wants  to do anything t o . An ' yo ' take 

his hair out of hi s [mo ld of his head ] , yo ' take nine pins an ' nine needles ain ' t 

NEEDLES 9 - PINS 9 - NEW - HAIR - IN PILLOW 
nevah [ b een] s tuck [ = new ] . An ' 
yo ' take dat ha ir . Yo ' g i t  chew 
yo ' ba ll dat hair up wit dem needle 

in it . S tick ' em in de hair so d ey s tay to gethah . S tick dem needles  all in dat 
hair . An ' d e  pillah dat he sleep s on , yo ' ll put a hole in da t p i l lah an ' yo ' sew 
it back up again , an ' let da t stuff [ b e ]  in dere , an ' l e t  ' im s l eep on da t stuff . 
Well da t ' s  triakin ' ' em ,  da t j es '  triakin ' ' em.  Keep ' em  wit yo ' .  [ Jacksonville , 

Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 64 : 4+85 . ] 

NEEDLES 9 - PINS 9 - HAIR IN BOTTLE - UNDER DOORSTEP S 
RIGHT S IDE YO ' STA Y DERE - LEFT SIDE YO 'LL GO 

6024 . [ Among the many 
door s tep r i tes in HOODOO, 
here i s  a rare one about 
the right and left hand 
s ides of the s teps . ]  

Dey tell me yo ' kin take yo re hair out chere [ head ] 
nine needles an ' nine p ins , s top it  up , an ' b ury i t  
gone [along gone = go along , go away ] . 

(That is  to send them away? ) 
Dat ' s  whut dey said . 

an ' put it in a bottle wit 
undah de s t e p s  an ' dey ' long 

(You bury i t under your own s t ep s . 
under my s tep ? )  

And i f  I would get your hair and bury i t  

Wa i t  a minut e !  An ' if dey bury i t o n  de r ight-han ' side - o n  de right side 
of de s t eps , yo ' l l s tay dere , yo ' ll s top down . 
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(If  you bury it  on the right-hand s ide , you s tay there . What i f they bury it 
on the left-hand s ide ? )  

Yo ' ll go .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (137 0) , 2427 : 3 . ] 
6025 . I f  a woman wants ' er man back , well she takes ' is hair off  de top of 

' is head an ' down on de bottom , yo ' know , of  ' is trousers , [ and ] put de needles 
an ' pins an ' mind watah in a can ,  

NEEDLES 9 - PINS 9 - MIND WATER - CINNAMON 
HEAD AND PUBIC HAIR - IN CORNER OF HOUSE 

a ole can , any kine o f  can . Shut 
it up an ' put it in a cornah of de 
house . Dat ' s  what da t is fo ' - 9 
needles an ' 9 p ins . 
Well , dey bury yore hair in 9 nee

dles , 9 pins , an '  cinnamon ,  an '  put it in mind watah. Shet it up in a can . Dat ' s  
to keep yo ' wit ' em. Dey put dat can in a cornah . 

(Did you say mind �ter? ) 
Yes s ir . Yo ' buy dat . It ' s to keep yore mind wit ' em.  Yo ' put dat in a can 

wit 9 needles , 9 pins ,  an '  yore hair , an ' dey ' ll git  yore hair from down in , yo ' 
know, when yo ' s leep . Dey put dat in a can where nobody kin run acro ss it . Dat ' s  
j is '  to keep yo ' wit ' em,  keep yore mind towards ' em . [These ingredient s can also 
be put in a bottle . ] [New Orleans , La • •  (814 ) , 1146 : 6 . ] 

60 26 . Git a plait o f  hair an ' yo ' plait it undahwards , yo ' know , lak dat 
[ demons trates ] .  Don ' t plait it ovah lak we plai t our hair , plait it  undah lak 

NEEDLES 9 - PINS 9 - HAIR PLAIT IT UNDERWARDS - BOW ON 
LODESTONE - ANVIL DUST - SILVER DIME - SUGAR - FLANNEL BAG 

dat . Den t ie a 
little bow o f  r ibbon 
on dere . An '  af tah 
yo ' tie dat hair in 

dere , yo ' take an ' put a piece o f  lodes tone wit it , an ' yo ' put n ine pins an ' 
nine needles in dere , an ' yo ' sew dat up in a flannel bag , an ' yo ' put s a little 
sugah in dere , too - ah ' d fo ' go tten dat - an ' anvi Z dus t lak a t  de blacksmith 
shop , dat dus t where dey grind . 

(From the anvil ? )  
[ From the hoodoo drug store o r  mail order firm I should have said . ] 
Yes . Put dat anvil dust in dere an ' a s ilvah dime . Dat ' s  tub keep de person 

dat chew love , yo ' know , keep dere minds contented towards yo ' . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
( 9 38 ) , 1518 : 2 . ] 

6027 . If  yo ' kin git a stran ' of  hair out o f  a person ' s haid , out from de 
top of de haid , yo ' git a s tran '  of dere hair . An ' take dat an ' git nine nee-

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - CROS SED IN NEW CLOTH 
SWEAT - LODESTONE - ANVIL DUST - RED FLANNEL BAG 

dles an ' nine pins , an ' yo ' 
git a piece of  red f lannel , 
an ' git some lodestone , an ' 
yo ' could git some o f  dere 

sweat - perspirat ion yo ' know - on a piece of c loth , a bran ' -new piece o f clo th ,  
an ' put it i n  dere . S t ick dem pins i n  der e ,  s tick ' em cross  dis way . Stick ' em 
cross lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

(Like making a cross - X ' s . ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . S tick dem pins in dat p iece of  clo th , if it don ' be but j es '  a 

small p iece o f  it , j es '  so  it  be ' s dat perspirat ion on i t . An ' yo ' st ick dem 
pins in dere an ' lodestone an ' dat anvi Z dust.  Anvi l dust keeps de lodes tone 
live . An ' put dat in dere an ' put dat hair in dere in dat thing [ cloth ] an ' sew 
it up [ into a bag ] , an ' yo ' kin have a p erson mos t anywhere yo ' want ' em. 

(What do you do with tha t ? ) 
Jes ' carry it [bag or package ] in yore pocket . 

eight or nine days , an ' whenevah yo ' takes it out 
real paht ic ' lah place where no one will bothah it  

Yo ' carry it  reg ' lah fo ' about 
of yore pocket , yo ' put i t  in a 
but chew. An ' dat will rule a 
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person . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1524) , 2 7 21 : 5 . ] 
6028 . If a person dislikes yo ' an ' wanted tuh do yo ' s ome harm , well if dey 

kin git some of de hair out de mole of dey haid , an '  take dat an ' take some nee
dles an ' parcel ' em up right both tuhgethah [ demons trates ] j is '  on an ' on yo ' 

know lak dat . 
BEBDLES UNNUMBERED 

(1) NEEDLES ALTERNATED AND CROS SED - HAIR 
IN FLANNEL - SIDE OF BED YOU SLEEP ON 

(Alt ernate the needle - cro ss 
them . ) 
Yes sir , an ' stick it in dat hair 
an ' put it into a piece of  flan-

uel ,  an '  put dat somewhere in yor e bed on de 
An '  j is '  as long as dat hair an ' needles are 
kDow dat fo ' a fac ' . 

s ide dat chew sleep on yo ' know. 
der e ,  yo ' ll j is '  can ' t res t . Ah 

(Do you us e any particular number , kind of  needle ? )  
Aw - j is '  ' bout five o r  s ix .  [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 903) , 1 4 7 5 : 9 . ]  
6029 . Someone who used to  l ive on the Riprap Road found a box at the gate one 

.,ming and brought it  to my hous e  and said , "Look what I dug up at my gate . " I 

( 2) NEEDLES - P INS - SULPHUR - 4 STICKS - DIME - HAIR 
IN RED FLANNEL BAG - IN WOODEN BOX 

said to her , "What ' s  
in i t ? " And she open
ed it and there were 
pins in there and 

aeedles and some of her hair and sulphur in a bag in there , and a piece o f  red 
flannel that had four sticks sewed up into that and a dime in it . I t  was a wood
eo box [ co ffin]  about that long [ demons trates ] .  

(Eight inches long and four inches wide , probably a c igar box . ) 
She said she was going to  take and see who put it there , SHE WAS GOING TO TAKE 

IT OVER TO NORFOLK TO A FORTUNETELLER. AND WHEN SHE CAME BACK SHE TOLD ME HER 
BDSBAND PUT IT THERE . THAT ' S  WHAT THE FORTUNETELLER TOLD HER . [Hamp ton , Va . , 

( 3 )  NEEDLES NEW - LODESTONE - RED PEPPER - HAIR 
IN SACK - WEAR - RUN ' EM CRAZY 

( 31) , by Ediphone . ]  
6030 . Out de mole of yore 
head . 
(They get  the hair out o f  
the mold of  your head ? )  
Yes , sir , an ' take i t  an ' 

-'z wit some cayenne peppah , put some needles in dere , git a papah o f  new needles 
wbut ' s  nevah been used , an ' put ' em in a sack , git  some lodestone , an ' yo ' ll run 
' ea  crazy . 

(I  see . 
Yo ' j es '  
(I  see . 

dl.es? ) 

What do you do with that sack then? ) 
carry i t  on yo ' ,  an ' dat ' ll cause dem to go crazy . 
Well , how many needles do you put in that ?  The whole pap er o f  nee-

No , fo ' or five - somp in lak dat . Git fine needles , an ' don ' break ' em . 
(I s ee . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 745) , 1015 : 3 . ] 
6031 . (What would that do ? )  
Wel l ,  dat would run yo ' crazy . 
(Well , j us t  how would they handle that ? )  
Yo ' s ee , dey take yore hair an ' dey wrap i t  up , an ' dey git  a bran ' -new 

pack of needles an ' pins , an '  dey wrap it  up in dat hair an ' pin it up wit dem 

( 4)  NEEDLES - PINS - NEW - HAIR - BURY 

needles an ' pins an ' dey bury dat .  
( I  see . Any number of pins and nee
dles ? It doesn ' t make any difference?) 
Don ' make no diff ' rence . [New Orleans , 
La . , (845) , 1289 : 8 . ] 

6032 .  Ah ' ve heard o f  people takin ' an ' goin ' tuh yore house , yo ' know , an ' 
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g it tin ' a little bit o f  each one of  ' ems hair an ' mixin '  it  togethah as well as 
dey could , yo ' know, an ' put tin ' i t  in a j ar or little glass  [bottle]  or sompin 

( 5 )  NEEDLES - P INS - SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
MAN ' S AND WOMAN ' S  HAIR IN BOTTLE 

of dat kind , an ' put t in '  
some needles in i t  an '  some 
salt an ' some pins , sulphur 
an ' some cayenne , red pep

pah , an ' takin ' it  out buryin ' it  undah de step s .  An ' dat keep s up a quarrel 
' tween dem all de time until dey realize it ' s  undah dere an ' git it out . [Way
cro s s , Ga . , (1061) , 1721 : 9 . ] 

6 03 3 .  [ I t happened ] here in Norfolk , an ' I GUESS ' ER HUSBAN ' HAD EVAH DOC
TOR [M . D . ] IN NORFOLK BEFO ' DAT , AN' DIDN ' T  DO ANY GOOD , AN' SO DEN DEY BEGIN 
TO GO AN '  GIT DESE OTHAH DOCTORS. So one old doator t ole her , he said , "Der e ' s 
some parts o f  yo ' , " he said , "dat ' s  s topped up in a b ot tle . "  He said , "Yo ' may 

( 6 )  NEEDLES AND P INS 
ALL M. D .  1 s OF NORFOLK FAILED - OLD ROOT DOCTOR SUCCEEDED 
DAT BOTTLE WILL NEVAH BE DISCOVERED UNTIL YO ' ARE GONE • • •  
MOTRAH DISCOVERED DIS BOTTLE • • •  WE BURNED IT • • •  EVAH COLOR 

l ive five years 
an 1 yo ' may 
l ive ten . "  He 
says , " I ' m  no t 
tellin '  yo ' so 
yo ' 11 git scared 

an ' fall of f an ' die , " but he said ,  "yo ' may live f ive years an ' yo ' may live ten 
but dat bot tle will nevah be discovered until you are gone . " So , sure ' nough , ( it 
was found ] where we wuh livin ' at . An' she died . She wuzn ' t  in dis house [ where 
she had been triaked] but she had moved , an ' mahself an ' mah mo thah had de [ triaked) 
house . S o  ' bout s ix mont ' s  aftah she died , I reckon , mah mo thah goes out de back 
do ' an ' slams de do ' ,  an ' when she s lammed de do ' ,  see , de plastahin '  fell out 
right by de do ' . An ' in dat pi ece o f  p las tah inside o f  de lath - it wuz a patch
ed piece of plas tah - insid e of de lath lay a lit tle bot tl e .  She calls  me an ' I 
goes dere an ' she says , "Look at  dat bottle layin ' up dere . Do yo ' reckon dat ' s  
what de man wuz talkin ' ab out ? "  I sa id , "Ah don ' t know. Le t ' s  git it . "  We got 
i t  an ' ins ide of dat bo t tle dere wuz hair , dere wu z  needles an ' dere wuh pins , an ' 
dey wuh all s tuck through evah what dis wuz - evah which way . "Aftah yo ' are 
gone" ( the old man said ) . 

An ' s o  when mah mo thah discovered dis bot tle , I go t it . It wuz a little small 
ONE OF DESE LITTLE , well yo ' kin say TEN-CENT PERFUME BOTTLES [ the usual litt le 
bott le in HOODOO ] .  An ' dere wuz a woman lived r ight ' cro ss from us . Mah mothah 
called ' er an '  she came to de fenc e .  So w e  broke it  open ,  an ' WHEN WE BROKE DE 
BOTTLE , WE BURNED IT , AN ' EVAH COLOR , I reckon dat yo ' evah thought of , CAME FROM 
DAT BOTTLE . (Colored lights from burning aunjure is rather common . ] But now what 
i t  wuz , we didn ' t  know. We j is '  burnt it . [Norfolk , Va . , (4 55 ) , 431 : 6+85 . ] 

6 034 . If yo ' wanta be wit a woman an '  yo ' laked ' er an ' yo ' wants to  git ' er 
undah yore cont rol , yo ' could take nine pl�t s [ not p laits , pronounced p lates ] of 

' er hair , yo ' see , an ' j is '  wear it  in yore pocket , put it in 
9 STRANDS OF HAIR yore pocke ts .  Some of ' em  have di ff ' ren '  ways . Dey kin take 

dere shoes . Jis ' lak if she wuz workin ' fo ' yo ' ,  kin put i t  
i n  dere shoes , an ' j is '  where dat woman at , kin pas s b y  ' er .  Her mind will - her 
mind will at trac t ion ' er to come to de do ' .  [ New Orleans , La . , (843) , 1279 : 3 . ] 

6035 . Dey could take de hair o f fen de - 9 strands o f  hair out de mole of dere 
haid , an ' shet it  into  a bot tle an ' s top it up , an '  run yo ' crazy . 

(What would they do with that bottle aft er they stop it up ? )  
Jes ' throw i t  away - 9 s trand s . [Wilson ,  N .  Car . , (1508) , 26 76 : 2 . ] 
6036 . Hair out of  dere head - hair anywhere off  of  d em .  An ' dey take dat 

hair an ' dey bury it  in d e  north cornah of dere house undahneat ' de house . An ' 
af tah dey bury it  down dere an ' put nails on top of i t , well i t ' s  a c inch dey 
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NORTH - CORNER OF HOUSE - HAIR BURIED UNDER 
10 NEW NAILS ON TOP 

ain ' t goin ' to s�ay here . 
(I  s ee .  Well , how many nails do 
they put on top of �here ? )  
Dey put t en ,  but dey go� �o be 
bran ' -new nails . 
( I  s ee .  That ' ll send them away . ) 

S end ' em away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1112 : 8 . ] 
6037 . (What do they do with that b ow? ) 
Take de b ow out of a man ' s hat an ' a little bit 

' is head , an ' put i t  in a bot tle an ' bury it in de 

BORTH - CORNER OF YARD - HAIR AND HAT BOW BURIED 

of de hair out of de mole of 
north cornah of yore yard , 
an ' he ' ll nevah leave yo ' .  
He ' ll go but he can ' t stay .  
[Here is  a good and brief 

example of a rite that could have been indexed or ordered under either the pre
sent hair or under the later hat bow in s ection SWEAT . If a little urine had 
been added to the bottle , we would have had three possible classif icat ions . ]  
[Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 59 1 ) , 7 6 2 : 2+81 . ] 

6038 . D ey take hair outa yore haid an ' twist i t  up with needles or pins an ' 
take i t  to  de railroad track , yo ' know , on de no ' th s ide of  de railroad , an ' dey 

BORTH - SIDE OF RAILROAD TRACK - BURY 
HAIR TWI STED UP WITH NEEDLES OR PINS 

b ear [ bury ] it up undah dere , an ' dey say 
dat ' ll kill yo ' . Af tah it s tay dere  a 
sich [ c ertain] l ength of  t ime , yo ' have 
sich [ such ] severe headache it drive yo ' 

crazy - it ' ll run yo ' insane . [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 1 5 23 : 2 . ] 
6039 . D i s  hair business . Why o f  co ' se a pers on kin git holt of de hair out 

de mole of yore haid an ' s ew it up into a piece of  new clo th an ' put it into yore 
pillahcase . Why of co ' se  dat will absolutely , really draw love . Dat will draw 

PILLOWCASE - KEEP IN 
BAIR IN NEW CLOTH 

love to yo ' .  
(The woman would take my hair and put it in her pillow
case to make me love her ? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . She sew it  up into a piece o f  new clo th . 
[A  note of mine on original transcription reads : This is 
not a small-time worker - queer in head - had reputation 

[ [as a doctor ] ] - worked for 40 years - see conversation between Edward [ [ Bufford , 
.y contact man] ] and me under INTRO. [ [ Thes e  were original notes and comments for 
the INTRODUCTION . I do not know where they are at the moment . ] ]  He may have been 
�he man Edward followed to the corner . Af ter informant left  interviewing room, 
Edward disappeared for about 10 minutes . When he reappeared I asked where he had 
been .  I had been s it ting there without anyone to interview ! Edward said he was 
afraid o f  the man . He had followed him to the corner (the old country crossroad� 
to prevent his dropping any powders for us to walk in ! ]  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (276) , 
2169 : 2 . ] 

6040 . Dey take a lock of  yore hair out de mol e  o f  yore haid . If yo ' wanta 
.ake love , dey could take dat hair an ' plait it as much [many ] t imes as dey kin 
&i� it .  Dey s ew it up in white cloth an ' den in a flannen [ flannel] clo�h . 

PLAITING OR BRAIDING HAIR - AS MANY TIMES AS POS S IBLE 
IIRAPPED INTO WHITE CLOTH - THEN RED FLANNEL - FED TURPENTINE 

(Wha� kind of a 
flannel clo th? ) 
A red flannen . 
Dey �alte dat hair 

� ·  SEW IT INTO DE TICK OF PILLAR , d ey pillah whut dey s leeps on , an ' dey keep s  
i� mo i s t  thoroughly wit spirits of turpentine an ' dat ' ll make love . 

[This love hand is fed {p . 5 7 8 )  spiri t s  of  turpentine because of �he word 
�Pits says  an informant somewhere in text . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , (1153 ) , 1889 : 1 . ] 
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6041 . Git a s tran ' of a woman ' s hair while she sleep , if  yo '  an ' ' er are l iv
in ' disagreeable an '  can ' t gi t along . Take hit an ' wear i t  in yore right-han ' 

pocket or put it in yore pocke tbook . Yo ' know dey 
POCKET - HAIR CARRIED IN keep dese little purses in yore pocketbook , an ' keep 

dat in dere .  An '  dat will git her mind sort of  waver
ed back [ to you ] . An ' den if she do take a no t ion to go of f ,  an ' yo '  kin git hold 
of a p iece of ' er garment dat she wear close by her skin , an ' keep it to de head 
of yo re bed , an ' sleep wit it undah yore p illah , . dat will br ing ' er back . [ St .  
P etersbur g , Fla . , (1055) , 1715 : 6 . ] 

604 2 .  Ah have heard da t chew kin take , j es '  lak yo '  do me dataway .  Jes ' � 
yore hair out chure haid , comb it out , an '  take it  an '  put it in a papah an ' wad 
it  up , j es '  a little bit o f  it  yo ' undahstan ' , an ' take an '  wad it up an ' take 
an ' t ie it up in a rag , an ' to te i t in yore pocket . An ' ah have heard dat chew 
could - ah haven ' t  done tried dat - but ah have heard dat chew kin take i t  an ' 
do dat , an ' if yo ' wanta love a woman , yo ' kin do wit her any way yo ' wanta . 

(You get tha t hair o f f  the woman and do that with her hair? ) 
Yes sir , if yo ' 

do dat wit ' er hair , yo ' kin do anything yo ' want wit it [ her] . 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (1311 ) , 2221 : 4 . ] 

6 043 . (Now , what about the hair? ) 
An' de hair de same .  Yo ' git dat while yo ' p layin ' wit ' em . Take a piece of 

hair . Clip i t  off  an ' ball it  up an '  put it in a little bag , when yo ' git  to de 
house . Now , she ain ' t  goin ' wit nobody else atall . She ain ' t got no feelin ' s  
fo ' nobody else but chew . 

(Bury that hair ? )  
No , no . Keep it  i n  yore pocket . [ Florence ,  S .  Car . , (1291 ) , 218 9 : 5 . ] 
6 044 . Yo ' [ she ] kin git some o f  a man ' s  hair an '  she kin take it  an ' git a 

piece of ' er undahweah an ' put dat hair in dere , an ' sew it up an ' slip it  in ' is 
pocket , an ' dat will make him love her ag ' in . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1188) , 2002 : 6 . ] 

6 045 . De hair out chure head , dey kin do s ev ' ral things wit it . Now ,  dey kin 
take de hair �chure head an '  dress it  an '  dey ' ll have yo ' j es '  lak dey wanta . 

Well , dey ' ll take dat hair an ' dey ' ll tie it up , an ' put a cord roun ' dat 
hair , an' dey ' ll put dat hair in dere pocket . I f  dey wanta lead yo ' de way dey 
go , dey ' ll put dat hair in dere pocke t  an ' dey ' ll wear it in dere pocket . 

An ' den dey kin take dat hair ag ' in an ' put it in d ere shoes , keep yo ' undah 
dey foot . Dat gives yo '  bad luck , keep yo ' undah ' em .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (117 1) , 
197 6 : 8 . ] 

6046 . Ah tell yo ' about de hair question . A man kin git a woman ' s  hair an ' 

he kin s ew it up an ' put it in hi s  f ob pocket an ' carry ' er j es '  ' is way . 
(In his fob p ocket , which s ide? ) 
In de right side . [Waycross , Ga . , (1126) , 1831 : 3 . ] 
6 047 . Yo ' kin take a per son ' s hair an ' yo ' kin run ' em crazy . 
(How do you do that ? ) 
Yo ' kin take a person ' s  hair ag ' in , but all de time take i t  from de  mole , s ee . 

De mole of  anybody ' s  head . Fac t , dat ' s a tendah spot about a per son in de head , 

PRICKLY PEAR - 9 PIECES - WHITE THREAD WRAP ONE WAY 
BLACK THREAD OTHER WAY - RED FLANNEL - NAME 9 T IMES 

INDELIBLE PENC IL - THREE HIGHEST NAME S - BURY 

is de mole . Anybody yo ' 
kin g it to , git dere hair , 
yo ' git it  from de mo le .  
Yo ' gits dere hair , if 
yo ' wants to  git rid of 

' em .  Yo ' take dat hair an' yo ' git yo ' what yo ' call - we call it prickly pear 
wit de stickahs on it , d ey ' re green [ unripe ones are ] . Yo ' git yo ' one of do se 
p ieces of  prickly pear an ' y o '  lays dat  down an ' yo ' cuts  it  as  thin as  yo ' pos
sibly kin do it . Yo ' cut s yo ' nine p ieces of  it . An ' yo ' try de bes ' yo ' know 
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how, when yo ' plat dat hair , to plat dat hair wit dat nine pieces of de pr ickly 

pear [ demonstrat es ] .  
(YOU ' RE S ORT OF WEAVING THAT HAIR AROUND AS YOU ARE DEMONSTRATIRG WITH YOUR 

PDIGER.S . )  
[ Informant continues demons tration . ]  
(You weave that around ? )  
Yeah , DAT HAIR HAS GOT TO COME IN BETWEEN EACH PIECE OF DAT DERE PRICKLY PFAil. 

SEE. 
(I SEE , AS YOU ' D  MAKE A SANDWICH? ) 
Yes , sir . Now , den when yo ' git  dat in dere , yo ' take yo ' a p iece o f  black 

thread an ' yo ' wrap each one of  ' em j is '  lak dat [ demons trates ] . But it ' s  all 
8Din' to be togithah when yo ' git  through . Yo ' wrap each one , an ' as yo ' wrap 
i� close - now , when yo ' git  it all close to githah , yo '  take yo ' white thread 
an '  yo ' come disaway wit i t .  See , yo ' wind up on dere an ' den yo ' pull it dis
..ay, an ' yo ' wind up on dis end , an ' yo ' cro s s  i t  disaway an ' yo ' come back . 
Den yo ' wind it  up ag ' in di s way , s ee .  

[ I  SUMMARIZE LAST DEMONSTRATION . ]  
(You wind that black thread around it one way . ) 
One way . 
(And then you take the whi t e  thread and wrap it  around the o ther way . )  
T 'othah way . 
(As you would tie up a package . )  
Yes , yo ' wrap dat white thread de othah way , yo ' see . Now , when yo ' git  dat 

4oae , yo ' take an ' yo ' git yo ' a piece of de reddest flannel yo ' kin find - which 
flannel don ' t git no reddah , I don ' t think . Yo ' wrap dat up in dere [ the flan
.el] an '  dat party ' s name . Yo ' take dat name an ' yo ' git  yo ' a indelible pen
s!! an ' yo ' write dat name down on dere fo ' nine t imes disaway [demonstrates ] .  

(Nine times that way . ) 
An ' nine times disaway [ demonstrates ] . 
(Make it in [ the form o f ]  a cros s . ) 
Makin ' i t  across , yo ' s ee .  Now , when yo ' do dat - aftah . yo '  do dat , yo ' dig a 

trench where dey goin ' to pass [ over ] dat , an ' yo ' bury it right where yo ' know 
� goin ' to pass . Yo ' bury it  an '  bury it  as deep as yo ' kin . Yo ' bury it  an ' 
leave it dere , an ' when yo ' bury it an ' git  ready to walk ovah d at , yo ' j is '  say : 
bl de Name of de Father, Son an '  Ho ly Ghos t .  

�t do you do - you say? ) 
Vhen yo ' walkin ' away - when yo ' bury it  an ' are walkin ' away , yo ' j is '  say : 

.& de Name of de Father. 
(In the Name of the? ) 
In de Name of de Father. S ee , when yo '  walk away , yo ' say : In de Name of de 

�r. Now , when yo ' git  j is '  about ten feets away from dere , yo ' says : de Son, 
� ·  de Holy Ghos t.  See . An ' say : We ' l l depart . An ' dat ' s  dat person dat I ' m 
.. iD' de harm to . AN '  DEY ' LL GO MAYBE TO DAT RIVAH DERE , JUMP OVAHBO ' D  AN '  DROWN ; 
-· DEY MAYBE TAKE A GUN AN '  BLOW DERE BRAINS OUT . See . Somepin goin ' to  be  
.a-e .  Dey ' ll do somepin to  dems elf to  kill demself . If dey lose a dollah , dey 
-.y �ake an ' kill dereself by losin ' dat dollah . [New Orleans , La . ,  (832) , 

-..rc HAIR - ARMPIT HAIR - AND COMBINAT IONS 
(1) A CAUS E OF DIVORCE 

Ita Macon , Ga . ] ,  and there had j ust  been a 
alese two old ladies go t to talking . 

1241 : 3 . ] 
6048 . I ' ll tell you one thing that 
was asked my grandmo ther . There was 
a lady that called on my grandmother 

divorce proceedings in the pap er , so 

ADd the vis iting lady said , " Frances , did you hear the terrible  disgrace in 
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the paper ? "  
O f  cour se my grandmother said • "No . " 
She said , "Miss So-and-so got a divorc e . " 
So this old lady said . "Well , it b eats my t ime . "  She says , " Sinc e these new

fangled things come about you can ' t expec t  the men and women to s tay together . "  
She said , " In my day they had a whiskey barrel sawn in two and made two tubs out 
o f  it , and t ook our baths in those tub s and got their hidden hair toge ther , and 
wore i t  in a li ttle bag in our corsets , and we never heard o f  divorces . S ince 
the bathtub has come in fashion ,  o f  course this has gone out of s tyle , and men 
and women will never s t ick together because they can' t keep their hidden hair 
toge ther . "  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

6049 . Take dere han ' an ' put it between dere 
( 2 )  A REASON FOR LOSING HAIR laigs . Yo ' know . j es '  lak if yo ' d  rub yore 

han '  between yore laigs lak dat , an ' rub it 
ovah anybody ' s hair , why dere hair will come out . [Memphis , Tenn . , (153 7 ) , 

2778 : 5 . ) 
( 3 )  ARMPIT HAIR - IN SACK - WEAR 6050 . If a man runnin ' roun '  why she could 

git  some of ' is hair , yo ' know from undah 
' is arm or s ompin lak dat .  Take it an ' sew it up into a sack an ' wear i t  some
wheres close by ' er .  Why dat will keep ' im  home . [ Wilson 1 N .  Car . , (1506) , 
2673 : 14 . ] 

6 051 . Take da t hair undah de arms when a man wanta tie a woman . Dey git de 
hair from undah a woman ' s arm an ' d ey put it in a little bag . Put it in de bag 

( 4 )  ARMPIT HA I R  - IN BAG UNDER ARM - HEAKI'S COLOGNE 
wit Hearts Co logne . An ' 
when dey wear dat undah 
dere arm where dey per

spire an ' let de two combine togethah . Well , dey gen ' ly [ generally]  lak yo ' sew 
it - yo ' see , if it ' s thick undahwear . Dis woman nevah knows it . Well , see , 
when he ' s  in de presence o f  dat woman an ' she inhale dat cologne an ' dat perspi
ration togethah , why she j es '  fall fo ' dat man in evah way . Dat hold ' s ' em closah 
toge thah . 

(He doesn ' t  put that in anything? In the urine or? ) 
[ Informant probably had been speaking about urine b efore I turned on machine . )  
No , j es '  de  s cents o ff de body . [Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1293 ) , 2592 : 8 . ]  
6052 . Take de hair from undah a person ' s  arm .  Jes ' lak i f  yo ' s  mah man , ah 

would take de hair from undah yore arm an ' plait it up undah de hairs undah mah 
arm , an ' wear it . 

( 5 )  ARMPIT OR PUBIC HAIR - MAN AND WOMAN 
PLAITED - WORN 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat ' ll make yo ' love me . 

any particular arm, or does it make any 
Wel l ,  yo ' kin take it  from down heah 

an ' wear i t . 

(And would you get my hair from 
dif ference? )  
- de best . Yo ' kin git it from down heah 

(From the privates . Then where would you wear that , then? ) 
Where ah wear it . den? Ah j es '  take it an ' plait it  wit mine . Yo ' mus ' wear 

it on yo ' or eithah wear it on a string roun ' yore waist . [ Florence , s .  Car . , 

( 6 )  BREAD 
ARMP'i'T AND "LOVE HOLE" HAIR IN 

(1308) , 221 2 : 13 . ] 
6053 . An ' ag ' in dey could do dis , dey 
could take yore [ hair ] out from undah 
yore arms an ' down in de love ho le.  
(Below? ) 
Yes sir , an ' dey would take dat an ' 

squeeze in bread . An ' make up bread an ' g ive it t o  a man an ' dat will run ' im 
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crazy [ about you ] . [ S t .  Peter sbur g ,  Fla . , (1022) , 1653 : 8 . ] 
6054 . Jes ' lak yo ' d  cut de hair out de mole o f  yore haid an '  take de hair 

from de o thah place , an ' put bo th of dem hair togethah an ' take dat bair an ' sew 

(7 ) CATFISH  - HEAD AND PUBIC HAIR INTO SENDS AWAY 
SEWED INTO BAG UNDER P ILLOW KEEPS PERSON 

it up in a bag . Oat ' s 
when yo ' wanta keep yore 
man , yo '  see, or yore wife 
or whoevah it is . An' sew 

�� up in hah pillah or ' is pillah . Well , dat ' ll keep ' em right dere . But of 
co ' se if yo ' wan' ' im tuh leave , yo ' wan ' a run ' im off in de rivah , why yo ' take 
dat hair an' yo ' ketch a cat fish . An ' yo ' take a stick an ' j es '  s tuff it down in 
dat catf i sh ' s mouth right good an '  den throw dat catfis h ,  throw ' im backwards 
[demonstrates ] out in de r ivah . An ' j es '  as fur as dat fish goin ' , dat person ,  
vboevah go in ' , tryin ' tuh ket ch up wit dat cat f ish , an ' aftah while he ' ll drown . 

(You throw that over your left  shoulder . )  
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1555) , 2828 : 10 . } 
6055 . Yo ' take a lit tle hair out de mole of  yore haid an ' take a lit tle 

strand from heah . 
(Down b elow? ) 
Yeah , yo ' take dos e  two an ' yo ' cro s s  ' em ovah , j es '  lak dat yo ' see [ demon

strates } . 
(Cro s s  one over the o ther in the shape o f  a cro s s . )  

An ' yo ' git chew a brass-eyed needle an ' yo ' run it right through dere - one 
of do se s trands , yo ' see [ demonstrate s ] , right through dere . Den yo ' put it in 
a snuf fb ox an ' take it out to yore front po ' ch an ' bury it right undah yore do ' -

(8)  CRO S SES 3 MADE WITH 7 HAIRS - HEAD AND BELOW 
3 CROSSING 3 AND SEVENTH THROUGH NEEDLE 

IN SNUFFBOX - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP S 

step s , right undah yore 
do ' steps . 
(What will that do? ) 
Dat will make ' em come all 
de t ime .  
(You take one of  the hairs 
and thread a needle with 

��1 The other [ s ix ]  hairs you j us t  leave them as  they are? ) 
Da t ' s r ight . Put ' em in de snuffbox . 
(YOU HAVE THREE HAIRS CROSSING THREE HAIRS AND THE SEVENTH HAIR YOU PUT IN 

[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1547 ) ,  28 07 : 1 . ] 
1BE NEEDLE? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
6056 . Well , 

bad some of  her 
I was running around with a girl . That was when I was young . I 
hair - no , her private hair . No , I didn ' t  do i t  for any purpose , 

j us t  crazyness I gues s . And I kept it in a 
(9) DEATH - PUBIC HAIR AFTER little velvet b ox in my trunk . That girl died . 

I went to look at that hair j ust after that and 
it vas dus t . I heard several fellows say that , that i f  you have some of that hair 
aad that girl dies , it will turn to dust  r ight away . That ' s  a fac t .  [This is 
probably my only example of the b elief . ]  [ Informant 25 , Hampton , Va . ,  by 

(10 ) DIME - JOHN DE CONKER - HEAD AND PUBIC HAIR 
WEAR IN BAG - FED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE 

Ediphone ." ] 
6057 . Ah hear dat [ they ] 
kin take a piece hair out 
de man ' s - chice [ ? ] of a 

.an an ' de man i s  
(Of the head? )  
From de head . 

s ich of  dem .  Tell me dey git aholt o f  de hair . 

(Yes ? ) [ =  continue , b ecause informant had s topped . ] 
An '  dey git holt o f  de hair from down below.  
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(That ' s  right [ = keep talking ] .  Now , what do they do with that? ) 
An ' den dey take dem two an '  put it in a bag , an ' ah don ' t  know what dey do ' s . 

Dey takes dose two [ kinds of  hair ] an ' put ' em in a bag , an ' put a dime intuh it . 
An ' put dat same othah root whut ah tell yo ' ' bout [ pronounc ed boat ] . 

(John the Conquer? )  
Yes . Put some of dat an ' dey git di s [ informant unable to rememb er ] . 
(And what else do you put in there , then? ) 
Yo ' put dis John de Conkah in dere an ' den yo ' git holt of  dere hair - de two 

hairs - an ' den yo ' git a dime . An ' yo ' sew it up in a bag an ' yo ' wears it  
aroun ' yo ' . Yo ' eithah put it aroun ' yo ' waist  or wear it aroun ' yo ' neck . An ' 
den yo ' feed it wid dis same - de same cologne ah tell yo ' about . 

(That Hearts Cologne , you feed it? ) 
Yo ' feed it wid dat . Eveh once in a while yo ' feed it wid dat , see . 
(And what is that supposed to do? ) 
Suh? 
(What will that do then? )  
What ' ll dat do ? Well , if yo ' got  a husban ' or anythin ' ,  or any man or any

thin ' , he go t ta dump [ g ive ] evahthin ' he go t tub yo ' - couldn ' t  git aroun ' [with 
other women ,  gamble away hi s money , et c . ] . He ' s go t ta come home . 

(Tha t ' s to hold him ,  t o  keep him. ) [ Charleston ,  S .  C ar . , (497 ) , 539 : 5+81 . ]  
6 058 . ( If this man has lef t  home , you cut some hair from b elow and bury it 

und er the fron t s t ep s  and he ' l l come back . ) [ I  am r epeat ing wha t informant had 

(11)  DOORSTEPS IN FRONT - PUBIC HAIR BURIED UND ER  
said while machine stop
ped . To bury obj ects 
under the front door- · 

s teps is a common r it e . ] [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (1525) , 2 7 2 3 : 1 7 . ] 
6059 . Heah ' s anothah thing . Dey tell me dat yo ' kin take dub hair o f  a wo

man ' s ,  yo ' know , private see , down dere an ' take hit an ' put i t  in a bottle . Go 

(12)  DOORSTEPS IN BACK 
PUBIC HAIR IN BOTTLE OF PURE ALCOHOL 

BURIED UNDER 

to de drug st o ' an ' ask fuh alco
hol ,  not de wooden [wood ] alcohol , 
de pure alcoho l  yo ' know , an ' take 
hit yo ' know an ' b ear [bury] it up 
undah yo ' back do ' s t ep ,  yo ' see , 

an ' da t ' ll tie huh to  yuh where she cain ' t leave yuh . 
(Do you bury this bott le in any particular way o r  j ust  bury it? ) 
Nawsir , j is '  any way , an ' as long as yo ' keep dat bottle dere yo ' see , den 

she will always , yo ' know , COME UNDAH YO ' OWN JURISDICTION an ' s tay r ight wi t 
chew . Nobody cain ' t ' suade [ per suade ] huh away an ' den she cain ' t  leave . Don ' t  
care how mad she git , why it won ' t do no good . Jis ' HAVE HUH UNDAH YO ' OWN CON-

(13 )  FINGERNAILS - PUBIC HAIR 
WOMAN1 S - MAN WEARS IN SHOES 

kin wear dat in yore shoes , yo ' know ; 
b etcha da t . 

TROL . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (106 9 ) , 1 7 29 : 2 . ] 
6060.  Lak yore fingahnails . An ' yo ' take 
a woman ' s private , yo '  know ,  de hair o f f  a 
woman ' s private , yo ' know. An ' dat , yo ' 

an ' den she can ' t git away f rom yo ' , ah 

(You mix your f ingernails with her hair from down in there . Your fingernails 
or her fingernai ls ? )  

Her fingernails , 
·
yo ' know , an ' ' er privat e hair . 

(I  s ee . What fingernails do you take o f  hers ? )  
Any - take any of ' em o ff ,  don ' t  make any diff ' rence in usin ' ' em . 
(I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (724) , 991 : 1 . ] 
606 1 . If yo ' has a frien ' an ' yo ' loves ' er now , an ' yo ' wants  ' er tub b e 

wit yo '  - yo ' take a Zotta men� dey don ' t  wanta work� dey wanta sit down an ' Zet 
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de women fo Z.ks bring in de money . All right . 
somevah she is , an ' yo '  want ' er fo ' a wife . 

Yo ' take dis girl , or woman , who
Yo ' don ' t want ' er fo ' j es '  a 

(14 ) FINGERNAILS 4 - PUBIC HAIR - PARCHED - IN WHI SKEY 
LEAVE 9 DAYS - STRAIN - LET HER DRINK 

sweetheart or fo ' 
whut she got - yo ' 
want ' er fo ' a wife . 
Yo ' don 't 'knolJ holiJ 

to drive yo 'seZ.f up tuh ' er. 
still she not aftah dat .  

Yo ' prob ' ly have a lo tta property , lo tta money , but 

Yo ' kin take dese foah fingahs , don ' t ciy [ care ] whut han ' it ' s  on - j es ' right 
or lef ' . Jes ' take dese foah heah [ demons trates ] ,  any of ' em , an ' cut dose fin
cahnails of f .  Now , fingahnails sompin no t  suppos ed tuh rot .  An ' put dese fingah
uails into a half a pint or pint of whiskey , an ' puttin ' dis in dis pint of whis
key , yo ' takes some of yore hair from down heah . 

(Private hair? ) 
Dat ' s right , an ' put i t  on de stove an' parch it , an ' put in dis bottle wit 

dis heah f ingahnail , an ' den let hit set fo ' nine days . Aftah nine days yo ' take 
an '  strain i t  of f .  Now , yo ' kin drink it yo ' self an ' it ain ' t gonna hurt chew , 
an' den yo ' kin give it tuh ' er an' let ' er drink i t .  Aftah de nine days , de 
tenth day yo ' give it tuh ' er an ' let ' er drink it . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1143) , 
186 6 : 4 . ] 

606 2 . Take a man ' s hair an' cut it off an' put it in ' is hatband - an ' put 
,ore hair from offen yor e  stomach an ' place it in de band of ' is hat , an ' put 

(15 ) HATBAND OR SWEATBAND - HER PUBIC HAIR IN MAN ' S  
' is hair whut chew got 
from ' im an ' sew it  up 
in a cloth an ' wear it 

uex '  tuh yore skin . Well , dat would keep ' is mind always on yo ' 1 too . See , dat 
keep ' im always excit ed-minded ' bout chew - he cain ' t stay ' way from yo ' . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 2nd trip to Memphis) , ( 948 ) , 1530 : 5 . ] 

6063 . Yo ' take de hair out de mole o f  yor e  haid an ' some offa yo ' self . 
�ere from yourself? ) 
From dem ,  if  yo ' kin git it . 
(From the mole of the head and where else? ) 
From offa deys elf . 
{From down below? ) 
Yes . An' put it in de band of  dey hat . Put it up in de [ sweat ] band o f  dey 

� where dat b ow is an ' let ' em  wear it . Jes ' undah der e .  Well , dat makes ' em  
ca.e tuh be c� ' m  [ calm] . Dat makes ' em stop from runnin ' aroun ' . [Memphis , 
JeaD. , (1548 ) , 2811 : 2 . ] 

6064. An ' dey say , an' take - yo ' asked me duh question - dey say [ I  did not 
-.k or say ] take some of de  hair off  yo ' down dere an ' turn de rim [ sweatband] of 
• ta  hat up , an ' put dat hair r ight in dere undah dat piece , an ' when he wear it 
.. ' is haid , it will make him come to be crazy about chew . 

(A woman would do that? ) 
Yes . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (107 7 ) , 1743 : 3 . ]  
6065 . (Tell me that whole story . ) 
She took some hair o f f  a person an ' she 

._ 8Veatband , an ' all dat sweat , dat would 
.aal.d make ' im - he nevah would leave her , 
kaaw. He would b e  always crazy about ' er .  

lift up ' is hat an ' she put dis undah 
sort of run in ' is fac e .  Well , dat 
yo ' know, as long a s  dat wuz dere , yo ' 

(I see . She put some of her private hair in there? ) 
[The hair was identified before recording b egan . ] 
Uh huh . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 826 ) , 1 2 05 : 8 . ] 
6066 . Dey git de hair o ff de haid , or de hair from undah de pit of de left 
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arm, an ' yo ' take it an ' put it  in a bot tle wit Hearts Co logne , an ' yo ' s top i t  
up an ' keep dat wit yo ' ,  or put it  i n  a 

(16)  LEFT ARMPIT HAIR - HEAD HAIR pahtic ' lah p lace somewhere in yore house , 
IN BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE if yo ' wanta bring dese parties back . An ' 

dey are away from yo ' ,  it  will bring de 
people back - de hair o f f  de haid . [ Savannah, Ga . , (1269) , 2147 : 1 3 . ] 

606 7 . [The fo l lowing rite is probab ly the on ly one given by my info�an t. 
It was the one to ld to my contact man so that she could enter the interviewing 

(17 ) LEFT ARMPIT AND DOWN-HERE HAIR 
LEFT FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS 

room. We wanted everyone to know before 
seeing me, what kind of materia l I want
ed, what kind of work I was doing. De
spite this info�ation we have here one 

of many examp les in which I am thought to be a hoodoo doctor or fortune te Z ler or 
wonder-worker of some sort . This woman knew I did not take money from anyone or 
offer advice, but she sti l l  thought I might be able "to te l l  her something to do 
for a Ziving. " Here was the social prob lem confronting me everywhere during 
these years of THE GREAT DEPRESSION - sheer POVERTY! Yes, we had do Zes and re
lief then, we s ti l l  have them in 1 9 72, more than JO years later. Proper re lief 
we shall  always have for a sma l l  section of the pub lic, but what we need is work, 
equa l  justice, and proportionate taxation for a Z Z . ] 

An' yo ' know whut chew kin do ag ' in [ to hold a man ] . Yo ' kin t ake dat ha ir 
from undah de left arm, an ' hair from on de lef t  s ide o f  yore , down heah , an ' 
take de left fingahnails , all of  ' em.  Cut all five of ' em off an ' all f ive of 
de [ left ] to enails off , an ' put dat in de stove an ' brown d at , too . An ' yo ' 
go t ta mix da t wit b lack peppah , t oo ; an ' whoevah yo ' want , yo ' feed dat to ' em .  
S ee .  Well now ah show yo ' how come . Ah tell yo ' , yo ' use black peppah ' cuz dey 
won ' taste de taste of dat , see . Dat ' s  how come yo ' have to us e de b lack peppah 
wit it , undahst an ' . J es ' lak de bottom of de scrap in '  of  de foo t .  An ' dey say 
yo ' can ' t even tell de dif f ' rence . An ' ah could put dis peepee [ urine] an ' dey 
couldn ' t  even tell dat . [ This left-side-of- the-body ri te is excellent, unusual, 
and probab ly my only examp le of it. ] 

(THI S WOMAN WHO JUST LEFT WANTED ME TO TELL HER SOMETHING TO DO FOR A LIVING . 
JUST THE SAME OLD STORY [poverty everywhere] . )  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1348) , 7 51 : 1 . ] 

6068 . Dey kin take yore hair from down at chure privates . All right . Now , 
dis  heah is  love now. Whut dey drove in de tree is ( to make you ] crazy . All 

(18)  LEFT SHOE - PUBIC HAIR WORN IN 
DRESSED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - 9 MORNINGS 

right , dis  is fo ' love . All 
right , yo ' take it  an ' put it 
in somepin ,  wrap it  up t ight , 
an ' put it in de lef ' foot of 

yore shoe  an' wear it . An ' den yo ' take s  Hearts Co logne an ' dress da t hair fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s . D en yo ' in love j es '  as hard as yo ' evah wanted tuh git in love . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , (1252 ) , 2124 : 6 . ] 

6 06 9 . Dey take yore [ a  man ' s ]  hair - yo ' see , dis  hair [ demons trates f rom 
his head ] [ and wear ] right acro ss yore [ a  woman ' s ]  private . 

(The hair from [ a t ]  the privates . )  
An ' wear it around yore waist . Let chure head 

it roun ' wit a string an ' tie it roun ' yor� wais t  

(19)  MAN ' S HEAD HAIR WORN ABO UT  HER WAIST 
SO THAT IT HANGS DOWN OVER MONS VENERIS 

[ hai r ]  hang r ight heah . T ie 
an ' j e s '  wear it . An ' as long 
as yo ' wear dat hair de man ' ll 
run yo '  down [ chase or run 
after you] . 

man ' s hair from his 
her lover? ) 

(You mean the woman wears a 
head , right across her privates , and that will keep him as 
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Dat ' s right , shure will . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1142) , 1859 : 2 . ]  
607 0 . [Take a piece of ] de p etticoat an ' [ or ]  de bloomahs an '  cut de - a 

little top of  dere hair o f f . Well , an '  git  de same thing off a man [his under

(20) UNDERCLOTHES - PIECE OF HIS AND HERS 
HAIR FROM HIS HEAD AND HER PRIVATE 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - COLOGNE - ALL IN BOTTLE 
SHAKE - CALL HI S NAME 9 TIMES 
BURY - LET HIM WALK OVER 9 DAYS 

clothes ] .  An ' mix it togetbah 
in a soda-watah bottle . An' 
take it an ' carry it to  de end 
of de do ' step an '  put it - not 
too deep , j es '  a little deepah 
' nuff where yo ' know dey could 
no t tell it . An ' let ' im  walk 

ar.ah it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  D ey say dat will come to keep ' im at home an ' he ' ll 
ca.e to love yo ' an ' can ' t no othah woman git ' im .  

(Wait a minut e !  You take the hair from the top o f  a man ' s  head , you say ? )  
D e  mole o f  ' is haid , yes . Den dat from r ight o n  yo ' self down d ere , yo ' know , 

jes ' cut about two stran ' s .  
(From a woman? )  
Yeah , an'  mix it togethah , an ' git chew half a bottle o f  ' logne [ cologne ] an ' 

yo ' dress it wit dat . Well , yo ' go right - cut ' er bloomahs right in de seat of  
' e.. Well yo ' git it out de s eat of  de man de same . An ' put it toge thah . Well , 
aftah yo ' do dat , chew take about a lit tle t easpoon - no t a little , j es '  a drop , 
but no t so much , an ' let i t  be  kinda graveyard dirt . Put it in de bo ttle an ' 
shake it up . Well ,  yo ' go right to de end of  de do ' step an ' yo ' call a person 
Dine t ime s .  Well , when yo ' call ' em nine t imes , take i t  an ' s tick it right to  
de front o f  de do ' s t ep - put  i t  down dere yo ' know , kinda deep undah where yo ' 
couldn ' t tell it . An ' nine mawnin ' s - fo ' nine mawnin ' s , well , when yo ' git  up 
yo '  [ call ? ] ' im  [his name ] about six [ nine] t imes . Well yo ' take it  out from 
�e an '  carry it  to a cornah right where yo ' know he comes out backwards  an ' 
forwards - dat same route road - come right to de cornah . [Does informant mean 
earner o f  the outside chimney , the old-fashi oned c ountry toilet , where he would 
11riuate on this conjure . or hand? I do no t b elieve corner o f  a path or cro ssroad 
Is .eant , where other people would walk over the buried obj ect . Bo t tle was orig
iaal.ly buried at "corner" of doorstep . This is cornering a man . ] Why yo ' bury 
.. � an' let it s tay dere fo ' so many days , certain days . Well , aftah yo ' do dat , 
see, dat ' ll keep dat man an ' woman toge thah . See . [A comment of  mine made while  
mecH ng cylinder reads , "Talking too fast . " ]  [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (lllSa) , 1 7 89 : 1 . ) 

6071 .  Anything lak a man ' s  wife is gone off  an ' he wanta git ' er back . Well , 
._ vay he git ' er back , why he take a s tran ' of  hair out de mole of ' er haid , an ' 
a stran ' outa heah , an ' put it in a needle whut chew sew wit . 

(21) NEEDLE - THREADED WITH - HEAD AND A PUBIC HAIR 
STICK INTO WOOD OF DOORSTEP 

(A strand of hair from 
the t op of her head and 
the hair from below. ) 

... stick it  up in de do ' step .  De mo ' where she come 
-.e think about chew.  So she can ' t leave him , she ' 11  
�sburg , Fla . , (1044 ) , 1693 : 12 . ] 

An ' s tick it in a needle 
out an ' go ovah it , de mo '  
g o  back t o  him. [ St . 

6072 .  Ah ' ve heard tell of  folks who take pins an ' needles an ' break ' em  up 
,-.• know ,  snuff , sugah , an ' hair f rom down in front of yo ' , an ' wear it , wear 

(22) NEEDLES AND P INS BROKEN - SNUFF - SUGAR 
HIS PUBIC HAIR - SHE WEARS IN BAG 

SO THAT HE WILL NOT OBJECT TO HER RUNNING WITH MEN 

dere husban ' s  hair 
in a bag an ' pin it  
to dey clothe s  r ight 
where it be nex ' to  
dere skin . An ' dey 

' 'wrn ' couldn ' t  obj ec t to  ' em goin ' out wit o thah men if dey want to . 
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(Do they have their husband ' s  hair in that bag? ) 
Dey [ husband ] don ' t  know dey got it yo ' know . 
(Whose hair do they put in there? ) 
His ' n ,  yessuh - from down heah , see . Steal it yo ' know in his sleep . [Mem

phis , Tenn . , ( 941) , 1523 : 1 5 . ] 
607 3 .  De nex ' s tory ah know. A man an ' his wife gits  m: • ied an ' dey live 

good . Well , _ yo '  know, p eople git mad ' cuz when d ey gitt in ' ' long good in de 

( 2 3 )  PUBIC HAIR SEWED INTO FLANNEL BAG - WEAR 9 MORNINGS 
EACH DAY TALK TO IT - 3 TIMES - IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

home .  Well , ah ' m  
g o  in ' tell yo ' , 
dere ' s  people don ' 
lak dat : "She ' s 

gittin '  ' long good ovah dere , " says , 1 1an '  all ah kin do [ is to make ends meet ] , 11 
Co ' se ah ' m goin ' tell yo ' de whole business . Well , dis  woman ovah yondah she ' s 
cryin ' an ' wantin'  ' er husban ' tuh come back an ' she can ' t git  ' tm  tuh come back. 
"Ooh , ah don' t know whut to do . Mah husban ' won ' come back , ah want ' im tuh come 
back . "  

Well , ah tell yo ' a good plan yo ' kin do . Ah tried dis an ' dey tell me it ' s 
good . Yo ' kin try it . Well , ah tell yo ' whut chew d o .  Yo ' git some hair offa 
him down dere an ' yo ' s ew it up in a flannel rag , an ' yo ' tote hit fo ' nine mawn
in' s ,  an ' evah mawnin ' yo ' gi t up an ' yo ' speak to it  an ' says , "Ah totes dis 
an ' de hair s of mah husban ' will  come back to me , ah ' ll tote dis an ' de hairs of 
mah husban ' will come to  me , [ surely said a third time ] , In de Name of de FatheP# 
Name of de Son an ' Name of de Ho ly Ghost .  Amen. " Yo ' say dose words nine mawn
in ' s an ' tote dat . He ' ll come on back , [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1400) , 2521 : 2 . ]  

6074 . Dey say yo ' take a silvah dime an ' git nine stran ' s of a man ' s  ha ir 
from ' is private down heah , an ' some John de Conkah roo t , an ' yo ' chews it up 

( 24 )  9 STRANDS OF HI S PUBIC HAIR - JOHN DE CONKER 
CHEW ROOT WELL - D IME - SEW INTO BAG - ABOUT WAIST 

good , an ' put s it 
in dis bag wit dis 
d ime , one dime , an ' 
s ew it up an.l t ie 

i t  aroun '  yore waist . An ' dis man cain ' t git rid of  me , cuz he don ' t wanta git 
rid of me , an ' s t ill yo ' cain ' t git r id of ' im.  Yo ' wear dat nine s tran ' s of 
hair . Well , ah know dat ' s  a fac ' ' cuz ah tried it tub s ee would it come out . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (1523) , 2718 : 5 . ] 

6075 . She could git ' is hair from ' is private an ' de hair from undah ' is left 
arm an ' nine stran ' s outa his head an ' bury it undah de steps . Dat ' ll make him 

( 2 5 )  3 HAIRS : PUBIC - LEFT ARMPIT - HEAD 9 STRAND S 

be ' s  home ; he goin ' stay 
roun ' home . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1527 : 8 . ] 
607 6 . Ah have heard dat 
chew could take a person 

hair an' gain d e  influence of ' em by carryin ' der e  hair in yore pocket . Yo ' could 

( 26)  TO BRING BACK : 9 HAIRS 9 DAYS IN POCKET 
J HIGHEST NAMES - WITH LEFT HAND THROW 
OUT BACK DOOR - DON' T LOOK BACK 
TO SEND AWAY : 7TH DAY - FRONT DOOR - SUNRISE 
3 HIGHEST NAMES - BURY - HORSESHOE ON TOP 
DRIVE DOWN 9 PINS - ONE OVER OTHER 

take dere hair an ' git chew 
a piece of bran ' -new cloth, 
p iece of  bran ' -new white 
clo th sech as b e  de - yo ' 
know , don ' t  b e  flowered lak 
dis . Yo ' know,  j es '  any 
kin ' a bran ' -new cloth dat 
don ' t co st  but 5¢  a yard 

plain c lo th .  Yo ' kin take dat 
dat nine s tran ' s of a per son ' s 
I N '  yo ' git up outa de bed an ' 

an ' take nine s tran ' s  of a pers on ' s hair an ' carry 
hair in yore pocket nine days , an ' DE NINTH MAWN
yo ' say de TH�E GOD MANH�D : God de FatheP# God 
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de Son, God de Ho ty Ghost - de ninth mawnin ' • An ' yo ' take d-. DiBe stran ' s o f  
'-ir an' WALK T O  D E  BACK DO ' .  Wit yure left han ' throw d em  nine straa' s of hair 
.-.y .  Don ' t look back aftah yo ' throw ' em away , j es '  throw ' em anyway . Don ' t 
look back aftah yo ' throw ' em. An '  de person who yo ' s  in love wit , why j es '  l.ak 
yo '  throw dere hair away , dey ' ll come back to yo ' . [ Even cloth at 5¢ a yard vas 
..-zing back in 19 39 - see INTRO . , p . XXXV for date . ] 

An' if it ' s a person dat chew wanta gi t  away from yo ' , de seventh day yo' take 
.. t hair an' walk to de front do ' j es '  at sunrise an ' say de  THREE GOD � .  
an '  put it right i n  d e  centah of de  do ' s tep - righ t  i n  de centah of de do ' step . 
Den take a hors eshoe - YO ' VE SEEN A HORSESHOE - an ' lay dat horseshoe right down 
ov.ah it ; j es ' yo ' know square each way , j es '  so  it ' ll extend each way an ' it ' ll 
be level each way . Yo ' take d em nine s tran ' s of hair an ' dig a lit t le hole an' 
� it . Put da t horseshoe ovah it . Take yo ' nine pins an ' drive down in dere . 
�es ' try tub drive ' em on top of de head of each othah it ' ll b e  bet tah . An '  
.. t ' ll drive ' em away from yo ' ,  so  yo ' won ' t  have any troub le wit dat person any 
., . . 

(You cover up that horseshoe so it  can ' t  be s een? ) 
Yes s ir , yo ' covah it up lightly s o  it can ' t be seen . [Despite the ab s ence 

of pubic or armpit hair in thi s rit e , I have p laced it here b ecause of 9 hairs 
.ad 9 days . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1175 ) ,  1985 : 1 . ] 

6077 . Ah heard dat chew take nine s tran ' s of yore hair , lak yo ' wanted yore 
basban ' or sompin lak dat to s tay wit chew. Take nine stran ' s o f  yore hair from 

(27)  9 HAIRS LEFT ARMPIT - 9 PUBIC HAIRS - 9 FINGERNAILS 
PARCH - PUT IN FOOD - LET HIM EAT 

undah yore arm , 
undah yore left 
arm, an ' nine from 

aiDe of yore f ingahnails , an ' put ' em  on de [ s tove ] lid 
ap in some dough or cake or somp in an ' let ' em  eat it . 
(&aycross , Ga . ,  ( 1081 ) ,  1749 : 12 . ] 

down heah , an ' trim 
an ' parch it , an ' s ift it 
He ' ll nevah leave yo ' .  

6078 . Take it  outa de hollah [ hollow = mold]  out from de middle o f  dey haid , 
aa' take dat an ' put dat wit dey hair of fen dey body an ' t ie it up . 

( 28)  PUBIC AND HEAD HAIR WORN FOR LOVE 
(You mean down below? ) 
Yes , an ' t ie it up an ' wear i t  fo ' 
love . Make dat person love yo ' .  

(tou get this hair from the o ther person ' s head and use your own privat e hair ? ) 
Yes . [Wi l s on ,  N .  Car . , ( 1507 ) , 2 6 74 : 3 . ] 
607 9 .  Yo ' go t a wife an ' yo ' wanta keep ' er ,  see . Now , if yo ' wanta keep ' er 

Ee&&rdless of wahr she go ,  she comin ' back . Yo ' kin git some hair outa her haid , 
see, an '  from ' er stomic [ pubic hair ] . Put it  in a bag an ' wahr it  in yore � 
clothes nex ' to yore skin, an ' don ' t care wahr she go , bro thah ,  she comin ' back. 
(Yicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 3 5 ) , 1004 : 2 . ] 

6080 . Take de hair out from ' twix yore laigs yo ' see an ' undah yore ar., an' 
,.rch it yo ' see . All right , den yo ' put it  in a papah- lak . Yo ' want chure ole 

(29) TRAIN TRACK - PARCHED PUBIC AND ARMPIT HAIR ON 
man tub stay wit yo ' .  
Put it down on de tracks 
yo ' see ,  an '  when de 

train run ovah it lak da t , well dat ' ll stick it togethah an '  make yo ' an '  yore 
ole man stick togethah . Git de hair out from undah yore arm, eithah arm or 
eitbah in ' twix yore laigs lak dat , an '  put it on de stove an ' let it brown. 
Aftah yo ' put it on de stove an ' let it brown , put it in some papah, an ' put it 
OR a track . An ' see when de train run ovah it , well dat stick togethah an '  
.. t ' ll make yo ' an ' yore ole man s tick togethah , if yo ' all don ' live togethah . 

�ose hair do you get , j us t  your own? ) 
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Jis ' mah own . [ I f  this hair belongs to the woman only ,  then intention i s  the 
magic power . Usually his and her hair is needed - see No . 60 7 8 . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 942)  1525 : 3 . ] 

6081 . Well , dey said yo ' kin take yore hair an '  some o f  yore hair down b elow 
an ' put it  togethah , parch it  an ' put i t  in - an ' a piece o f  sal tpetah . An ' dat ' s  

to make love . An ' sew 
( 30 )  SALTPETER - PUBIC AND HEAD HAIR - IN BAG - WORN it up [ in a bag ] an ' 

wear it  nex ' to yo ' ,  
nex ' to yo ' 1 nex ' to  yore flesh . An' tie 
to yo ' some way . An '  dat .makes de man or 
want . [Waycross , Ga . , (1115) , 1787 : 6 . ] 

it aroun ' yo ' - wear i t  aroun ' , p in it 
wumman love dat person , whoevah dey 

6 082 . I f  yo ' go t  a man an ' wanta keep ' im an ' he ' s  runnin ' roun ' on yo ' , de 
way yo ' do . De fus ' [ first ] thing yo ' do , yo ' gi t seven stran ' s o f  hair out de 

( 31 )  7 PUBI C  HAIRS - 7 FROM HEAD - 5 PIECES CUT OUT OF 
NEW BEDCLOTH - 9 NEEDLES - SEW INTO BAG - MATTRES S 

mole of  ' i s  ha id ; 
yo ' git seven stran '  s 
o f  hair from down 
heah , b e ' s  playin ' 

wit ' im yo '  know in de baid . Yo ' git  chew a piece of  clo th . Go up town an '  buy 
yo ' a p iece of sompin lak di s bran ' -new [ homespun? ] .  Yo ' cut it in de length of  
a towel . When yo ' an ' ' im go tub baid tuhnight , don ' t chew do nuthin , j es '  let 
' im do s ompin ,  an ' wipe o f f  dat on dat towel , see . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' cut dat 
spot out aftah it dries . Yo ' take it an ' cut it up in five pieces , an ' put dat 
hair in dere , an ' git chew nine needles an ' put in dere , an ' sew it up in a bag 
an ' put it between yore mat tress , an ' yo ' have him till he die - yo ' will  have 
him till he die . [Memphis , ' Tenn. , (1546 ) , 2804 : 2 . ] 

6083 . Ef ah didn ' t want mah old lady to leave , ah ' d  take whil s t she sleep 
ah ' d  git a lit t le of de hair out de mole o f  ' er haid an ' a little out of each 

( 32 )  STICK OR SWITCH SPLIT - HAIR WEDGED IN FROM 
MOLD OF HEAD - EACH TEMPLE - DOWN BELOW 

temple an ' a l ittle ovah 
heah . 
(Down below? ) 
Yes , sub . An ' ah ' d  take 

it an ' ah ' d  git me a ' simmon [per s immon ] switch an ' ah ' d spli t it an ' ah ' d  s tick 
dat hair right in dat switch .  Undahstan ' me good . An '  when ah ' d  put it in dat 
swi t ch ,  ah ' d  gi t  me a little piece of flannel about dat long - about lak , about 
dat wide . An' ah ' d take an ' wrop dat [ small split s tick ] in dere , an ' ah ' d  put 
a hole in de b indin ' of mah shirt ,  an ' ah ' d  take dat an ' ah ' d  s t ick it up in dere 
an ' - wrop it t ight an ' s lip it right up in dere . She wouldn ' t  go nowhere . AH 
COULD BEAT ' ER ALL AH WANT , SHE WOULDN ' T  GO ON OFF .  

(Whe re do you keep that now? In your shirt , you say ? ) 
Yes s ir , right in de bindin ' .  
(Right in the lining - around your wais t . ) [Jacksonville , Fla . , (613) , 

789 : 8+85 . ] 
6084 . Wel l , ah heah ' em s ay dat dey take de hair from undah yore arms an ' de 

top of yore - �aid , an ' dey s ay take an ' tack it on a p iece of pastebo ' d - put it 

( 3 3 )  3 HAIRS : BOTH ARMPIT S  AND HEAD - INTO RUNNING WATER 
in a little bag 
an ' tack i t on a 
piece of  pas te

b o ' d .  Den throw it in runnin ' watah 
tuh drift ' em away from yo ' , dey say 
[ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1544) , 2 7 95 : 2 . ] 

an ' d ey say dat ' ll , j es '  lak if  yo ' wanted 
dat would make ' em walk o f f  in de rivah . 

6 085 . Make them come back? I don ' t know about the track 
a person back ] , I j es ' know about de sock .  

[ I  turn o ff machine but decided t o  hear about the s ock . ] 

[ foot track to bring 
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About d e  s ock? Take a s ock , a dirty sock , an ' take it an ' put hair from undah 
' is  arm, ' is head , an ' on ' is private , in de toe of i t ,  an ' take an' roll it to 

(34) 3 HAIRS : ARMPIT - HEAD - PUBIC - IN TOE OF 
DIRTY SOCK - ROLL TO YOU - WISH - BURY AT DOORSTEP 

yo ' ,  an' roll it an '  
roll i t  m1til yo ' git 
to de eDd . Aftah yo '  
git to  de eod, vby 

.ate yore wish . Wish he ' d  come back or wish he ' d  stay dere , an ' bury it UDdah de 
foot of yore s teps . Dat ' ll make ' im come back an ' he ' ll s tay . 

(Either sock is al l right ? )  
Eithah s ock is all right . [Memphis , Tenn . , (974) , 157 8 : 2 . ] 
6086 . Well , ah heard in mah days pas t if yo ' had a woman or a man an ' yo ' 

w.ated tub make love wi t ' em an ' wanted tub make ' em s tay wit yo ' ,  [ take ] some 

(35) 3 HAIRS : MOLD OF HEAD - ARMPIT - PUBIC 
BURY AT A YOUNG GRAVE TO HOLD PERSON 
TO GIT RID OF - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

[hair ] from de c entah of de 
top of dere haid an ' some of 
de hair from d ey body down 
heah . An ' some o f  d e  hair 
from undah dere arms . An ' 

ca.bine dat an ' carry dat wit yo ' t o  a young grave , where yo '  could bury i t . Or , 
J01 know , yo ' could take all o f  dat an ' if  yo ' wanted to  make a person leave yo ' ,  
ao dey ' d worry ' bout yo ' an ' wanta come back to yo ' , but dey couldn ' t come back 
tG yo ' , j es ' throw it in runnin ' watah . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1409 ) , 2532 : 8 . ] 

6087 . Take his hair [ from his head ] , de 
(36) 3 HAIRS : HEAD - PUBIC - NOSE hair undah his no s e ,  an ' de hair from 

WEAR THEM AND HIS PICTURE down dere , an ' den wear his p icture , an ' 
he ' ll come back . 

[I do no t recall nose hair elsewhere in HOODOO . ]  
CWbat would you do with that hair ? )  
Jes ' wear it , wear i t  all de time . 
(From his head , his nose , and down there . Wear it  and he ' ll come back . ) 

(Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1424) , 2569 : 9 . ] 
6088 . Take three s t ran ' s  out chure haid an ' three s tran ' s  down b elow, an ' 

� it an ' put i t  in a b o t t le an ' s t op it up . Yo ' buries dat . 

(37 ) 3 HEAD HAIRS 
3 DOWN BELOW 
BOTTLED - BURIED 

(What do you do that for ? )  
I t ' ll kill yo ' . 
(Do you bury your own hair? ) 
Yor e  own hair . 
(Won ' t that kill you i f  you bury your own hair ? )  
It ' ll kill yo ' . 
(You want to  kill yours elf ? ) 
Run yo ' blind , sho ' i t  would . 
[We do no t understand one ano ther . Informant merely 

says your s topped-up hair wil l  kill you , whe ther you or enemy does it . ]  [Memphis , 
2eDD. ,  (942) , 1524 : 4 . ] 

6089 . If a man wanta marry a girl , yo ' undah stan ' , an ' she don ' t  want to 
.-rry him . An ' she ain' t goin ' to mind , yo ' know , lak he ga in ' wit ' er . Yo ' 

(38) 3 BLACK-EYED PEAS - TOENAILS - RIGHT ARMPIT HAIR 
undahstan' what I mean , 
an ' she don ' t want to 
marry him. Yo ' undah

-.an 1 , j es ' don ' t want t o  marry him . Now to make him marry her - to make her want 
tD .arry him ,  yo ' know wha t he ' d  have to  do? He ketch ' er an ' cut ' er ten toe
.-11, yo ' undahs tan ' . He ketch ' er an ' cut ' er ten toenail .  Take ' er toenail , 
70' undahs tan ' , an ' take a few stran '  o f  her - cut from some of ' er hair . Yo ' 
�. ketch ' er takin ' a bath an '  t ake of ' er hair out from undahnea t '  ' er right 
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arm , an ' put dat togethah . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  
call- ' em ,  b lack-eyed peas  • 

. (Three black-eyed peas ? )  

An ' take three dem old - what-chew-

Three b lack-eyed peas an ' ' er toenail an ' hair from undahneat '  ' er arm. Yo ' 
undahs tan ' ? An ' wrap it  up , yo ' s ee ,  an ' put dat in ' is pocket an ' wear it . 
Wear it r ight dere in ' is pocket an ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dat in 15  days she ' ll 
be  willin'  t o  marry ' im.  [New Orleans , La . , (850) , 1316 : 6 . ] 

6 090 . (There is another way o f  b ringing them back , too , you say? ) 
Yo ' kin take some o f  de hair from down d ere . 
(Some of the private hair . )  
Yes suh , take it . I t  ' tain ' t only but one stran ' . 

han ' ke ' ch ' ef wid j oo when yo '  use it  to dry i t  away . 
An ' yo ' take an ' carry a 
Yo ' take it  [hair ] an ' t ie 

it in de 
( 39 )  3 DAYS - 1 PUBIC HAI R - TIED I N  CORNER OF BED HANDKERCHIEF 

HEARTS COLOGNE - BURY RIGHT-HAND CORNER OF S TEPS - WISHES 
cornah of  de 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
an ' yo ' keep 

i t  de same l ength of three days .  An' yo ' - an ' puts yo ' on it d is Hearts Co Zogne . 
Put it  on Hearts CoZogne . Take it an' yo ' bury it  at de right-han ' cornah of  
yore s teps , de right-han' cornah . Den yo ' take it  an ' wear dat den on yo ' fo ' 
nine hours , nine or  ten hours , sompin lak dat , an ' go on back home . S tay right 
dere . Yo ' go on back home an '  make yore wishes , "Ah wish Sech-an ' -sech-a-one 
would come . Ah want So-an ' -s o  back . " Dat ' s  anothah way yo ' kin bring ' em back . 

(That is if you happen to have s ome of  their hair before they leave? )  
Yes , i f  yo ' could git holt of any o f  it befo ' dey leave , i f  yo ' kin f ind any 

anywhere - don ' care how long dey b een gone . 
Hair undah dere arm will do de s ame thing . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 

26 32 : 1 . ] 
6091 . Yes suh , yo ' kin take a woman , she kin take her hair an ' take yore hair . 
(The woman would take some of her hair from her head and s ome o f  your hair , 

and what else? ) 
An ' take yore private [ hai r ]  while yo ' s leepin ' an ' wrap i t  aroun ' an ' tie 

three knots  in it  an ' put i t  in a bottle o f  Hearts Co Zogne . 

(40)  3 KNOTS TIED WITH PUBIC HAIR 
ABOUT HAIR FROM HIS AND HER HEADS 
KEEP IN BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 

(How would she get that off  then? ) 
Yo ' see she t ied it in knots , yo ' 
see , an ' s lip i t  off  lak dat , an' 
take it an ' put it  in a bottle o f  
ten-cent Heart Co Zogne , an ' yo ' can ' t  
fool wit any othah woman but ' er . 
(You can go with o ther women but you 

can ' t do anything with them , but you can still do something with her ? ) 
Yo ' kin s till  do something wit ' er .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1392) , 2300 : 3 . ] 
6 09 2 .  Oh yes . Yeah . Wel l ,  now a woman kin take de hair o f f  a man private 

down dere , an' take hit an ' git her a piece of red flannel an ' nine p ins , an ' 

(41)  TO HOLD MAN :  PINS HIS PUBIC HAIR - INTO RED FLANNEL - WEARS 
TO GIT RID OF HIM : INCANTATION - THROWS PACKAGE AWAY 

s ew it up 
in dat 
piece of 
red flan-

nel . Dat hair , sew it up in dat piece of red flannel an ' wear dat roun ' ' er 
wais t  fo ' nine days . An '  if s he want dat man tub s tay wit ' er ,  she ' ll keep it 
roun '  ' er wais t ;  an ' i f  she want dat man tuh go , den she kin take it an ' turn -
j es '  look at tab dat man an ' s ay ,  "Go , go , ah hope ah nevah see yo ' no mo ' • " An ' 
throw dat hair , an ' · he '  1 1  go an ' he ' 11 nevah come back no mo ' • 

(Where does she throw it? ) 
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Jes ' throw i t  anywhere , j es ' so she throw it an ' don ' look aftah [back at ] it . 
Den he ' ll nevah come back no mo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1366) , 2412 : 14 . ] 

6093 . Yo ' want to  know how to make a wumman s tay wit yo ' or sompin 1ak dat . 
Dey said yo ' - well , yo ' do her j es '  lak yo ' do a man . Take her watah or take de 

(42) WOMAN ' S HEAD HAIR - PUBIC HAIR - URINE : 3 INGREDIENTS 
COLOGNE AND MAN ' S URINE ON - POCKETBOOK 

hair off ' er haid . 
Yo ' take , yo ' know 
of fa both places 

aa it an ' keep pee on it . Jes ' wear i t  all de time , keep 
Uiaycross , Ga . , (1148) , 1874 : 6 . ] 

an '  keep cologne 
it in yore pocketbook. 

6094 . I f it ' s  a woman , if she ' s gone an ' de man wants tuh bring her back , he 
sapposed tuh try tuh locate de place she live at an ' cut some hair outa de mole 

of her head or some place , or j es '  be wit ' er ,  if it ' s  ' is frien '  
a&BBIT DUNG girl [ girl friend ] or sompin othah lak dat , an '  git it  an '  bring it 

an ' bury it b ack at dat do ' s tep right down dere where dem rabbit 
'-lls [ dung ] is . Dey s ay she ' ll come back dere .  

(That is t o  bring her b ack home . ) 
Yessuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2644 : 22 . ] 
609 5 .  An '  ah could take yore hair an ' ah could ketch me a rabbit , gi t any 

ktDda rabb i t , an ' clip dat rabbit back open an '  put chure hair in dat rabbit 

.aBBIT - SPLIT OPEN SKIN O N  BACK OF 
SEW UP IN - HUMAN HAIR 

back ,  an ' ah sew dat rabb it back up , an ' 
yo ' nevah will quit 'walkin ' . Yo ' j is '  
walk till yo '  d ie .  If nobody nevah kills 
dat rabbit , yo ' ll j i s '  nevah quit walkin ' . 

[Little Rock , Ark . , (883-887 ) ,  1458 : 3 . ] 
6096 . Now along de hair line . Yo ' kin take de hair outa de top if any in

dividual ' s  hair , say if yo ' wanta send ' em away . Dis is mo ' from sperience ah 'm 

&ABBIT - SPLIT OPEN FOREHEAD SKIN 

SEW UP IN - HUMAN HAIR 

tellin '  yo ' dat . 
[Now follows a good example of giving a rite 
and then illus trating it with a personal ex
perience . ] 

Yo' take d at hair an ' ketch a rabb it den , an ' split ' is skin right in de fo ' head 
dere , an ' place dat hair in dere an ' sew it up . Jes ' turn ' im loose . Well , who
evah hair den dat yo ' put in dere , i f  yo ' want ' em tuh leave , when yo ' turn dat 
rabbit loose dey can ' t  s tay . 

[We lived ] cro s s  t own  togethah . I an ' ' im were good frien ' s ,  too . Well , he 
'-d a right clevah wife . So ah nevah s aid nuthin tub anyone heah ' bout dese 
things j es '  like yo ' talkin ' tuh me now , ' bout runnin ' o f f  peopl e . 

So ah says , "Wel l , "  says , "ah kin take de hair outa anybody ' s  head , outa de 
.ole [mold or mould ] of de haid an ' ketch me a rabbit , "  ah said , "an ' ah kin run 
·- off quickly . "  

She said ,  "How do yo ' do· dat ? "  
Ah said , "Well , yo ' g i t  d e  hair out de mole o f  dere haid an ' ketch chew a rab

•f.t an '  split ' im righ t  in de  fo ' haid , "  say ,  "an ' put dat hair in dere an '  sew it 
., . Turn de rabbi t  loos e . " 

She say , " Shuah ' nuff ? "  
Well , ah didn ' t pay no mo ' ' tenshun tuh it . 
Two-three days latah ah wus out in de woods cut tin '  crossties . [Raf.lroad ra� 

� laid on and spiked to crossties . ]  All o f  a sudden he pulls off ' is clothes , 
all but ' is top-shirt . Ah nevah b othah . Ah reckon about fifty yards distance 
.. �een us - us dere a log-cuttin ' . An ' when ' is cut t in '  stopped , ah stopped 
cattin ' , looked tuh see whut wus he doin ' , weren ' t thinkin' about nuthin . So 
Wben ah looked he wus s tandin ' up on de log lookin' right straight off tuhwards 
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de cypress pond . He got  down o f f  de log an ' he walked right s traight on o f f  de 
way , de direc tion he wus lookin ' tuhward dat pond . He walked on off down dere 
an ' he walked on it . Well , ah nevah pay any ' tenshun , ah went on back cut t in ' . 
Ah say , "Maybe prob ' ly got hot an ' he ' s  about gone [ to ]  cool off . " Dat ' s  whut 
ah thought tuh mahself . So  ah worked on about a hour an ' he hadn ' t came back 
yet .  Ah j es '  worked on , hadn ' t  nevah give it a thought . 

Well , it ' s  about three hours he hadn ' t come b ack , s o  ah thought ah ' d  go down 
tuh de pond . Ah went on down tuh de pond where it wus muddy goin ' in j e s '  ' fore 
yo ' gi t tuh de water . Ah tracked ' im on tuh de watah . Ah whistled an ' whis tled 
an ' called an� called.  Aftah ah couldn ' t  [ find ] ' im ,  ah went on aroun ' de pond , 
an ' when ah got on d e _othah [ side ] - de back of de pond - ah seed where he come 
out . S till ah couldn ' t git no hearin ' , ah called an ' whistled . So ah went on 
back , ah said , "Mayb e he j es ' went o f f  tuh look fo ' some [ some thing ] . "  But st ill 
he wus in his shirt , nuthin but ' is shir t . 

Ah went on b ack an ' ah worked on till time tuh knock off . He hadn ' t came back 
yet . Time tuh knock off , ah couldn ' t  call ' im up , couldn ' t whis tle ' im .  So ah 
went on b ack home . 

So ah wen t on down tuh his house aftah ah go t suppah . He hadn ' t  showed up yet . 
His wife couldn ' t tell nuthin about ' im atall . De nex ' mawnin '  he hadn ' t showed 
up . So ah went back out in de woods where his clo thes s till hangin ' dere where 
he lef ' ' em. Well , ah come back tuh d e  house den tuh tell ' er about it . He git 
plen ty time to g i t  ' res ted [ arrested for being in his unclothed condition . ] Some
body might search fo ' ' im .  Well , de people dat know ' im - de law , dey took ' im up 
an ' dey look fo ' ' im dem two weeks . Dey nevah d id find ' im.  

So ' ' bout six-eight weeks latah dey got ahearin ' from ' im . He wus in de 
' sylum. So , I an ' ' is wife wus talkin ' dere one day af tah he had gone on an ' she 
say , "Yo ' know one thing ? "  

"Whut? " 

Say , "Yo ' know whut chew tole ' bout dat rabb it ? " 
Said , "Yes ? "  
She says , " Ah  tried dat . Ah thought yo ' wus roun ' devilin ' , "  say , "an ' dat ' s  

whut run mah husban '  o f f  from heah . " [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1174 ) , 1 9 7 9 : 1 . ] 
6097 . Well ,  ah heard i f  a person git  chure hair - wanta run yo ' crazy , dey 

take yore hair an ' j es '  ketch a rabb it an ' split its  forehaid ,  right behin ' yo ' 
know , an ' lay it in dere an ' s ew it back up an ' turn ' im aloose .  As long as dat 
rabb it run , yo ' ll be crazy . 

(You split the forehead , behind the forehead? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . [Waycro ss ,  Ga . , (1142) , 1859 : 1 . ] 
6 098 . Take yore hair , cut de hai r out de top of yore haid , near de mole o f  

yore haid ,  an ' den dey would take dat hair an ' would put i t  into s ome Hearts Per

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - JOHN DE CONKER - HAIR 

HEARTS PERFUME - IN BAG ABOUT WAIST 

fume . Git de Hearts Perfume an ' 
take dat hair an ' put wit dat hair 
some whut is known as John de Con
kah , an '  rattlesnake mars tah . An ' 

den yo ' would take dat hair an ' put it in a bag an ' yo ' d  wear dat hair round 
yore wais t  to make s omeone love yo ' .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1116) , 1 7 89 : 4 . ] 

RED BOTTLE WITH : HAIR - BLUESTONE 
THUNDER-STRUCKEN WOOD 
GUNPOWDER - RED PEPPER 

6099 . Git de hair out chure haid an ' mix it 
wit blue s tone , red peppah , gunpowdah , thundah
strucken wood an ' put it in a bot t le an ' b ear 
[bury ] it , an ' dat ' ll give yo ' headache for
evah an '  e ternaZ unt il yo ' go  some place an ' 

see somebody an ' git  ' em to dig dat stuff up . 
(What was that las t thing you put in the bot t le? ) 
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Ah said , b lues tone , gunpowdah , an '  red peppah an ' s tops it  up in a red bottle 
an '  bear [bury ] i t .  

[I  was trying t o  ob tain a repetition o f  thundah-strucken �ood , a rare term for 
the more usual lightning-struck �ood (see p . 599) . Thundah-stPUCken wood of course 
is associated with the thunderbo lt and thunderbo lt hand (p . 655) . For thunderbolt 
see FACI , 1st ed . , No . 5 380 ; 2nd ed . , No . 5 786 . Informant in present rite is marked 
good. ] [Waycross , Ga . , (1141) , 1855 : 7 . ] 

6100 . Yo ' kin take dat hair an ' do three or foah diff ' ren '  thin ' wit it . Yo ' 
kin git de hair outa woman ' s  haid , yo ' take it  an ' carry it to de man ' s  house , an '  

· yo '  buries it  undah de step 
JED FLANNEL - HAIR IN - HEARTS COLOGNE ON - 5 DAYS in a red p iece of  flannel . 

Well , he walks ovah dat hair . 
Yell, dat ' s  tub gain ' is influence towards de woman - dat ' s  gainin ' .  If yo ' kin 
&it dat hair of de woman ' s  an '  carry it tub his house an ' put it in a piece o f 
red flannel an ' po ' some Hearts Co logne , an ' let him pass ovah it  fo ' five days . 
Bat ' s  fo ' one part of de hair . 

(The woman does that in order to  make him like her ? )  
Tub make him like ' er .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2002 : 4 . ] 
6101 . Take people ' s  hair an ' wrap it up in some red flannel an ' wrap it wit 

black thread an ' put it up ovah yo ' do ' an ' run peoples crazy . 
(Do you put i t  up 
over your own door 

lED FLANNEL - WRAP HAIR IN - WITH BLACK THREAD - OVER DOOR or over their door? )  
Ovah dere do ' • 
( In other words you 

take some of my hair and put it over my door and run me crazy - make me lo se my 
� . )  [Waycross , Ga . , (1072 ) , 1 7 32 : 3 . ] 

6102 . All right , yo ' got a girl frien ' an '  she don ' t want chew doin ' t [ do ing 
it] wit nobodys els e but ' er .  She kin take some hair from right back of de mole 

of yore head , middle 
IZD PEPPER 2 PODS - SALT - VINEGAR - BLACK PEPPER - HAIR yo ' know - back of  

yore head , some right 
oat de top . An' t ake i t  an ' tie it up , an ' tie it up in a rag . An' put some 
salt in it , an ' soak it wit vinegar an ' b lack peppah an ' about two pods of red 
peppah . An' bury dat right at yore front do ' s tep . An ' ef yo ' don ' t go wit ' er 
yo ' ll go crazy . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (599) , 7 7 7 : 2+85 . ] 

6103 . Yore hair proposition - dey git chure hair right out de mole of  yore 
�d , right out de mole of yore haid . An ' aftah dey git de hair right out de 

mole of  yore head , dey take 
liD PEPPER - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE - ALUM - HAIR dat an ' wrap it up into some -

into a rag , some cloth . An' 
aftah dey wrap it  up into some cloth , dey takes i t  an ' put s  some red peppah, 
.adahstan ' . An ' aftah dey put de red peppah in it , dey takes hit , takes de 
pat red peppah , b lues tone , alum , an ' mix it all togethah , an ' sulphur , an '  put 
bit in dere an ' ties it up . An ' dey ties dat up an ' dey carries it . Dey ' ll 
eithah bury it right at chure do ' step - bury it at chure do ' s tep an' yo ' walks 
OYab all dat . Den dat begin pains about chure haid , r ight about chure haid . 
Den when it b egin painin ' about chure haid , put chew in bad sickness . [ St .  

Petersburg , Fla . , (992) , 1600 : 3 . ] 
mAD - HER HAIR AND DIRTY PIECES BURIED IN 6104 . If  a fellah has a wife or a 

woman dat way an '  dey would git a 
lock of ' er hair , yo ' s ee ,  [ and ] some of  ' er dirty p ieces , [ and]  bury it in dat 
road ,  dat will give her headaches - see , dizzyness in de bead , an '  will continue 
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wid dat dizzyness in de head long as it s tays dere stopped up airtight [ in a bot
tle ] . [New Orleans , La . ,  (816) , 1154 : 5 . ] 

6105 . If  dey git holt of  some o f  yore hair , dey kin take dat hair an ' put it 
in some hot salty watah , yo ' undahstan ' an ' bury i t  undah yore s t ep wit de bot

SALT - HAIR IN BOTTLE OF HOT WATER 
BURIED NECK OUT - UNDER DOORSTEPS - 9 DAYS 

it  s tay undah dere nine days , dat ' ll cuz yo ' 

tle neck turnt out from - yo ' know , 
from de way yo ' come out de hous e . 
Well , dat ' ll cuz yo ' tuh have addle 
brains . If yo ' don ' fin '  it - if 
tuh have addle brains . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (951) , 1536 : 5 . ] 
6 106 . Dey take a s trand 

Well , dey take dat hair an ' 
of  hair out chure haid an ' it kin run yo ' crazy . 
dey bury dat hair . Dey take dat hair an ' put it in 

warm salt an ' watah an ' bile [boil ]  it . See , 
SALT - HAIR - BOILED IN WATER dey ' ll take a bottle , a quart bot tle lak dat , 

BOTTLED - BURIED 6 MONTHS an ' dey take dat an ' put salt in dere , an ' dey 
put warm watah in dere , an ' dey take dat bottle 

an ' bury it  about , well s ay about a foot deep , about a foo t  deep undah de top 
of dat bot tle , an ' let it stay in undah dere six months . Dere ain ' t  no way fo ' 
yo ' tuh s tay wit chure mind . 

(That runs you crazy . )  
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1571) , 2885 : 6 . ] 
6107 . Dey kin take whut chew call a lock of yore hair , mean a plait , an ' put 

salt an ' peppah in hit , an ' wrap de same thing up an '  put it at chure do ' an ' 
bury it . Yo ' cain ' t s tay dere , yo ' go t ta go . 

SALT - PEPPER - HAIR Long as dat s tays dere an ' yo ' don ' t find it , 
WRAP IN FLANNEL - BURY AT DOOR yo ' ll keep a-travelin ' ,  wandah , an ' yo ' won ' t  

nevah stop . Yo ' s tay awhile an ' den yo ' ll go 
somewhere else . Yo ' ll keep a-goin ' but yo ' won ' t b e  at de same p lace . Wrap i t  
up i n  a flannen cloth . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 3 ) , 2653 : 11 . ] 

6108 . Yeah , dey kin take yore hair an ' sew i t  up 
SHIMMY TAIL - HAIR SEWED IN yo ' know some people wear shimmy tails - sew it up 

in yore shimmy tail an '  dey ' ll become tuh love yo ', 
yo ' know . [See a lso , SHIMMY-TAIL TEA , p . 647 . ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 

SHOES AND HAIR 
(1 )  HAIR MERELY WORN IN SHOES 

2534 : 10 . ] 
6109 . Well , ah ' ve heard dat dey kin take a 
lock o f  yore hair from yore head , cut it out 
right ab out de mole s omewhere along in dere , 

an ' take dat lock an ' wear dat in dere shoe s s ometime to make yo ' , yo ' know , care 
fo ' dem - make yo ' wanta know where dey is . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (116 7 ) , 1961 : 11 . ] 

6110 . Ah take a girl whut ah want - lak ah tell yo ' how ah do - tame dat girl 
an ' git up to her . Ah kin take some of her hair yo ' know , an ' j es '  take it  an ' 
wear it in de  shoe , an ' den she ' ll be crazy ' bout me . She ' ll be  followin ' me 
roun ' . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1309 ) , 2214 : 5 . ] 

6111 . Take his hair , cut ' is hair out chew know an ' take i t  an ' put i t  in de 
bottom of ' er shoes , an '  she wear dat in ' er shoes . Dat ' s  tuh make him love her . 

(Which shoe would she wear that in you say? ) 
[This question is almost useless ;  the informat ion should b e  volunteered . ]  
In de left sho e .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 999) , 1616 : 1 . ] 
6112 . Well , dey says dey kin take de mole o f  yore hair - wimmins could take 

it an ' wear it in de b o ttom of dere shoe . Dat will make a man follow dem where
s omevah dey goes . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1340) , 2316 : 14 . ] 

6113 . Ah kin take yore hair an ' wear yore hair in mah shoe or stockin ' an ' 
k�ep yore mind . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1526 : 7 . ] 
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6114 . Jes ' lak he ' d  be settin'  down somepin lak dat , an '  she ' d git a little 
of his hair . She have to take dat an ' wear it in de bottom ' er sboe , see .  Well , 
dat ' ll s top ' tm  lak dat . 

(Running around with women . )  [Waycross , Ga. , 
6115 . A woman kin take a s tran ' o f  yore hair 

shirt , j es '  s tick it in dere . Dat will make yo ' 
diff ' rent places yo ' kin put it , see , suh . 

(1098) , 1775 : 3 . ] 
an ' put it in de collar o f  
love ' er .  Sompin l ak  dat . 

(You mean it [ in the collar ] itches him , that will make him love her ? )  
Yes . 

' er 
Dere 

Den yo ' put it in ' is shoes , in de bo ttom of de shoe , slip up dat sole-lak 
[insole ] yo ' know , an ' s t ick it  in dere , why dat will make yo ' go way yo ' know. 

(Put it in his shoes ? )  
Yeah , dey put it on ' im both ways [ to hold or send away ] , see . [ Florence , 

S .  Car . , (1296) , 2198 : 3 . ] 
6 116 . Dey kin take yore hair an ' wear it in dere shoe an ' keep yo ' down undah 

� lak dat . 
(You mean down in connection with love or s ome thing o f  that sort ? )  
No s ir ,  j es '  keeps yo ' down , keeps yo ' dbwn underneat ' ' em - lak i f  yo ' tryin' 

� go up ,  why dat keep yo ' down , keeps yo ' from prosperin ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  
(1087) , 175 6 : 2 . ] 

6117 . Yo ' take an ' git some of de hair , it do n ' t make no dif f ' renc e where yo ' 
Cit it from , j e s ' s ince it ' s  de hair out of ' is haid . 

(Out of the bosses head ? ) 
Outa de boss ' haid an' wear dat in yore shoe . See , dat ' s  gittin ' ' im undah 

� feet , an ' den he be kind an '  do mos '  anything yo ' want ' im  tuh do . Ah tried 
wit a lady mahself . [ Wils on , N . Car . , ( 1493) , 2664 : 1 . ] 

6118 . She take his ole shoe , regardless tuh how long de shoe been dere or how 
ole de shoe is . She take dis shoe an ' git s ome of ' er hair an ' put it in dis 

shoe an ' she wear dat sho e her
(2) OLD SHOES - SHE WEARS HER HAIR IN HI S sel f . She will bring ' im back 

kinda limpin' , but he ' ll stay 
4ere long as she ' ll continue tuh wear dis ole shoe aroun ' . He ' ll s tay home but 
.oon as she take dis shoe an ' put it aside , an ' take her hair out , he ' s  gone 
'-ck [ away ] ag ' in .  

(She takes either shoe , i t  doesn ' t  make any difference? ) 
Eithah , ain ' t any dif f ' rence whut shoe it  is . 
(Does she wear both of them or j us t  one of them? ) 
Wear both of ' em ,  wear both dese shoe s . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (149 2 ) , 1662 : 2 . ] 
6119 . Git s ome o f  de hair out of yore haid an ' put it in yore shoe , in de 

lottom of yore shoe . Well now , if it ' s a woman yo ' put it down in de bottoa 
of yore shoe an ' yo ' 

(3) NEWSPAPER - NO WHITE · PAPER - IN BOTTOM OF SHOES tote it , an ' each foot 
wrapped up in soae news

papah. Don ' t put it  in no white papah , put i t  in a newspapah wit de lettabs on 
•t. Put it  in each foo t an ' yo ' wear it . See dat ' s  love . She got to love yo ' .  
Dere ' s  more dif f ' ren ' ways yo ' go t to learn besides dat , but dat ' s  about de bes ' 
-.y da t it is . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 7 6 ) , 1579 : 11 . ] 

6120 . A man could take a woman ' s  hair 
(4) LINING OF SHOE - HAIR WORN .IN an ' wear it in de linin ' of ' is shoes , 

an ' if he wants tuh go wit ' er ,  he could 
'-ep ' er .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1464 ) , 2650 : 15 . ] 

6121 . Dey git holt tuh yore hair , a woman now tryin' yuh .  She ' ll git hol t 
af yore hair an ' she ' ll wear i t  in de sho e .  Undahstan ' now , she wear dat in ' er 
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shoe , if  she kin git dat hair out de mole o f  yo re haid . She ' ll lovin ' an ' git 
dat hair out de mole of  yore haid an ' den she ' ll wear it in ' er shoe ' fo '  s even 

(5 }  7 DAYS - WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S HAIR IN HER SHOE 
THEN PUTS IN S ILK CLOTH UNDER HER PILLOW 9 DAYS 

days . An ' aftah she 
wearin '  dat shoe seven 
days , she ' ll den takes 
it an ' put i t  in a s ilk 

piece of cloth an ' put dat dere undah ' er pillah an ' den she ' ll sleep wit dat 
dere undah ' er pillah . Well , den af tah she s leep wit dat undah ' er pillah nine 
days , she don ' t care wha ' choo do . Well , she go t chew j es '  lak she wan ' chew . 
Den yo ' ll lurk aftah her den . 

(Does she wear that in either shoe? ) 
De right foot .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1138) , 1851 : 11 . ] 
6122 . An '  den ,  say fo ' instance , if dey wants to , someone wants to make yo ' 

love ' em, make yo ' lak ' em,  think about ' em ,  yo ' undahstan ' , see ; aw well , dey 

( 6 )  S ILK THREAD WOUND TOWARDS YOU ABOUT HAIR 
TO BE WORN IN SHOE 

would take dat [ hair ] an ' git 
some silk thread , yo ' undah
stan ' , an ' put i t  in dat hair 
an ' turn [wrap ] it to dem .  

S ee ,  wind i t , turn i t  t o  me a l l  de time , so dat draws yore attention t o  me , yo ' 
s e e .  Yo ' kin do dat , yo ' undahs tan ' . All dey have to do is dey put dat , dey 
wear dat in dere shoes , yo ' undahstan ' . Well , dur in '  dat time , dat will caus e 
dose people to  be thinkin ' about chew , yo ' undahstan ' . Why dat calls dere 
attention towards yo ' . [Jacks onville , Fla . , (610) , 7 8 7 : 70+85 . ]  

( 7 )  HAT BOW - NEW DIME - HAIR PUBIC OR HEAD 
IN FLANNEL - WORN IN BOTTOM OF SHOE 

6123 . Some takes dat . 
(That little b ow from a man ' s  
hat ? ) 
Yessuh , an '  

an ' s train i t  wit hair from down heah , i f  dey kin git  it , or  
o f  ' is haid , an ' dey sew dat up in a lit tle p iece o f  flannen 
de bottom o f  dere foo t  an ' wear it . 

a dime ,  a new dime , 
eithah out de mole 
rag an ' put it in 

(What do they do that for? ) 
Dat ' s  fo ' tub keep ' im controlled . [Lit t le Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 9 ) , 14 71 : 8 . ] 
6 124 . Well , ah ' ve [ heard ] dat dey will take de hair from de  mole of  yore haid 

an ' dey will mix dat wit cayenne peppah an ' sulphur - an ' from yore haid . I t  

( 8 )  RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - HAIR - IN SHOE 
take a woman tuh have dat . Dey 
say she will wear it in ' er shoe 
or pin it aroun ' ' er wai s t , an ' 

dat will draw yo ' tub ' er .  [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1144) , 186 7 : 1 . ] 
6 12 5 . Yo ' kin [ take ] hair , if  a man ' s ' way from yo ' , an ' take dis heah little 

b o ttom out o f  ' is shoe . Yo ' know dere ' s  a little thin bottom [ insole ]  in ' is 

( 9 )  RED PEPPER - SALT - SULPHUR - HAIR - UNDER INSOLE 
shoe , yo ' kin pull it  
up yo ' know , an ' yo ' 
kin take dis hair an '  

s ome table salt an ' red peppah an '  sulphur an ' s tir it all up togethah an ' yo ' 
puts dis in yore shoes . Or eithah put it in a new piece o f  homespun . Sew it up 
in a little piece j es '  about dat lon g ,  s ew it up an ' make a long s tring an ' wrap 
it roun ' j es '  below yore knees , an ' yo ' wear da t .  Well , dat keeps yo ' from git
t ing poisoned , an ' den it makes yore sweetheart be good to yo ' an ' come home to 
yo ' . An ' when it  gits old , see , yo ' change it . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (14 52 ) , 
26 38 : 3 . ] 

6126 . Yo ' kin take nine needles an ' a ball [ pod ] o f  red peppah an ' j es ' as 
much sulphur as yo ' want , an' den take some de hair out de mole o f  ' is haid an ' 
put it in b lack cloth an ' sew it  up an ' put i t  in de inside o f  ' is shoe undah 
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dat lit tle sole dere , an ' le t ' im wear dat an ' he will be nice to yo ' an' any
thing dat chew say ,  he will do it  an ' nevah be  out wit o thah wimmins ,  yo ' know. 

(You wear that in your shoe . 

(10) RED PEPPER POD - SULPHUR - HAIR - 9 NEEDLES 
IN BLACK CLOTH - UNDER INSOLE 

Either shoe all right? )  
Eithah one . [Wilson, N .  
Car . , (149 3) , 2664 : 1 . ] 
6127 . Yo ' take dere hair 
an ' plait it - plait it , 

yo '  know , like dis heah [ demons trates ] ,  an ' wear it in yore sho e .  Yo ' kin wear 
it in yore shoe or yo ' kin 
take i t  ' tween de sole of  
yore shoe heah , an ' seal it  

( 11) PLAIT PERSON ' S HAIR - WEAR UNDER INSOLE 

in yore sole [ insole] . ap ag ' in tight , an ' wear it  
(What will that do? ) 
Dat will kill yore mind , change yore mind . [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1533) , 2 7 50 : 7 . ] 
6 128 . I f  anybody wanta git holt o f  yore hair , dey take dat hair an '  dey ' ll 

plait it , work it into de linin ' of  dere shoes . Wear dat .  Well  now , yo ' may 

(12)  PLAIT PERSON ' S  HAIR INTO LINING OF SHOES 

lakin '  fo ' dem , [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206 ) , 203 2 : 5 . ] 

wanta quit ' em ,  but long as 
dey wear dat hair in dey shoe , 
why yo ' will always have a 

6129 . Take a plait out chure haid an ' take it an ' put salt in it an ' b lack 
peppah an ' t ake it an ' wear it in de bot tom yore shoe . Do dat to make love . 

(13)  PLAT OF HAIR - SALT - BLACK PEPPER - BOTTOM OF SHOE 
(Do you wear it 
in either shoe? ) 
Yes sir an ' when 

ab do it , why everything ' s  all right . [Waycross , Ga . , (1103) ,  177 7 : 1 . ] 
6130 . Do dat in dif f ' ren ' ways , I kin take yore hair - I take yore hair , but 

if I take yo re hair , I t ake from de mole of  de haid . Take yore hair from de mole 

(14) PLAT HER HAIR - WEAR IN TOE OF SHOE - HER NAME 
9 TIMES - IN BOTTLE OF SWEET WATER - UNDER STEPS 

o f  yore haid . I would 
plat yore hair . I f  I 
wants to do yo ' any 
harm , I would p lat 

yore hair . I f  yo ' wuz a woman an ' I wanted to make yo ' come back to me or s ome
pin of dat sort , I ' d  put i t  in de toe o f  my shoes , an ' I ' d  wear dat hair in de 
toe of my shoes , I ' d  plat it  an ' put i t  in de toe of  my shoes an ' I ' d  wear dat 
'-ir in dere . An ' while I ' se got dat hair in my shoes , walkin ' aroun ' wit dat 
'-ir ,  I ' d  gits me one of  dese li t tle small perfume bottles . I writes ' er name 
.avn wit pen an ' ink , nine times . I makes dis bottle full of  sweet water , j es ' 
as sweet as I possibly kin git it , but s ay ,  anyhow , into a syrup . I would take 
--cab an ' make it  into a syrup , see , wit dis watah . Put ' er name down into dis 
lottie an ' ' er hair in de toe of my shoe .  Dat ' s  if  I would want ' er .  See , an '  
I ' d  keep ' er dere into dis bottle an '  in de toe o f  my shoe , an ' I puts dis bot
tle undah my s teps , but I would bury it undah de step s .  I wouldn ' t  bury it so 
� .  I would bury it an ' den she would come on back home . See . [New Orleans , 
La • •  (832 ) , 1241 : 1 . ] 

6131 . In cases den , if yo ' wife is done 'quit chew , yo ' woman ' s  quit chew , an ' 
yo' want ' er tuh come back home , If yo ' want yore woman tuh come tuh yo ' an '  

(15) LEFT SHOE - TACK HAIR IN - COPPER WIRE TACK 
she ' s  gone , yo ' go an ' -
see , if  she comb ' er hair , 
yo ' gits ' er hair an ' go 

tDb dis drug s to ' an ' git chew - go tuh a s tore where dere ' s  lotsa people trans
aetin ' dere , an ' git chew one dose  big wire coppah tacks , de head of it , an ' take 
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' er hair an ' drive it  down in yore lef t  shoe . She can ' t quit chew , she ' ll come 
back home an ' stay wit chew .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 656) , 935 : 3 . ] 

(16)  DIRT FROM UNDER LEFT SHOE - HAIR - PENNY 
TIE UP AND WEAR IN RIGHT SHOE 

6132 . Lak ah wanted tuh love 
yo ' ,  ah could git some of yore 
hair , go tuh yore house an ' git 
some dirt outa yore - from 

undah yo ' lef t  shoe , an ' tie it up togethah an' den put a penny in dere wit it , 
an ' wear it in mah right shoe . Dat will make me love . 

(You mean that will make me love you? ) 
Yes s ir .  
(What d o  you - put in a penny , you say ? )  
Yes s ir .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1065 ) , 1 7 2 3 : 12 . ] 
6133 . He doesn ' t like her , yo '  s ee .  She go t all kinda ways in de world to 

git  up t o  him. She gits some of ' is hair an' she has dat hair dressed. She wear 

( 1 7 )  IN HER LEFT SHOE - WEARS 9 DAYS 
HIS HAI R  - DRESSED - BY ROOTWORKER 

it in her left shoe . 
�ere would she have that hair 
dressed? ) 
Well , she goes to  a roo�orkah of 
course.  
Ah know fo ' mahself she kin git 

chure hair an' she kin wear dat hair in her shoe nat chly [ naturally ] wit her 
stocking on , see , fo ' nine days , an ' dat sock sweat on de hair an ' dat ' ll git 
chew to goin ' wit ' out anything in de world in it atall . Don ' t  have to put no 
kinda [ love ] powdah . 

(Where did you say she would wear that ? ) 
She wear i t  in ' er le f t shoe , right

. 
in de hollah part  of ' er feet . Yes sir , 

right out de mole of yore haid . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1012) , 1637 : 8 . ] 
6134 . A man kin take a s tran '  of a woman ' s  hair , yo ' know , him an ' her , she 

' bout tuh quit ' im an ' he wanta hold ' er ,  make her love him.  Put a s tran '  of ' er 

(18)  HE WEARS IN LEFT SHOE - 9 DAYS - HER HAIR 
hair in ' is shoe , in de lef t  
shoe , an ' keep it i n  dere fo ' 
nine days , in ' is shoe , an ' 

she ' ll come tuh love him. [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , ( 14 36 ) , 2602 : 6 . ] 
6 135 . Git ' er  hair an ' wear ' er hair j es '  lak she wears ' is in ' is lef ' foot , 

see , an ' git ' im some sulphur an ' wear i t  in dere - not nuthin but j es '  de sul

( 19 )  HE WEARS 12 DAYS - IN LEFT SHOE - HER HAIR - SULPHUR 
phur . Ain ' t gotta 
put no peppah or 
nuthin ' tall . 

Wear it in dere fo ' twelve days .  Where i t ' s goin ' tuh be workin ' ,  why co ' s e wear 
it in dere till it swea t - t ill it j es '  sweat , yo ' know , j es '  into de bone , an ' 
dat ' ll keep ' er at home . She won ' t  wanta go nowheres , an '  ah ' ve tried dat . [ St . 
Pet ersburg , Fla . , (1012) , 1638 : 2 . ] 

613 6 .  (What would they do i f  they g o t  hold of  some of my hair ? )  
Hair ? Well , j es '  lak i f  i t  wu z  a woman ' s  hair , an '  yo '  wanted to b e  wit dat 

woman , an ' lak yo ' an ' ' er us ed to play b efo ' de time come fo '  yo ' an ' ' er to 
separate or anything , or any confusion 

( 20 )  PLAT 13 STRANDS OF HER HAIR come up . Evah time yo ' comb ' er hair , yo ' 
WEAR IN TOE OF LEFT SHOE try to  git s ome ' er hair , unt il yo ' git 

dat woman' s hair , aftah yo ' git  
plat up . Yo ' take de linin ' of  
an ' yo ' put dat . 

(You raise that up ? )  

roun ' about thirteen stran ' s .  Yo ' take 
thirteen s tran ' s  an ' y o '  plat it up . See , yo ' 
yore shoes , raise de linin ' of yore lef t shoe 
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Yeah , an ' put it at de end of yo re toe , de t ip of 
it . Dat woman nevah would leave home . She ' s  always 

yore left sboe , aa' va1k on 
be at h0111e. [llelr Orleau.a , 

La . , ( 829 ) , 1 2 22 : 3 . ]  
6 13 7 . Yo ' kin take 

hair , see . Git it an ' 
de hair out of  de haid wit a comb - where dey � oac de 
dey kin take dat hair an ' put it in - git chew a piece of 

( 21)  NAME OF BOSS ON PAPER - HI S HAIR IN - FOLD INTO TRIANGLE 
WEAR IN TOE OF LEFT SHOE - UNDER INNER SOLE 

paper ' tie sta
tionery 1lld.ch 
dey writes 011., 
see . Write 

dat name on it  an ' put de hair in it an ' wit three cornahs , see , an ' put it � 
de toe of yore shoe . An '  yo ' nevah b e  outa dere employment . Now , ah know dat ' s 
true . 

(You would no t b e  out of employment . )  
Long as yo ' work fo ' dat person .  
�ose hair d o  you put  i n  that pap er? ) 
De employer ' s hair . 
�t did you say about those three co rners ? )  

Yo ' fold yore pap er in three corners - triangle . 
(You put it in the toe o f  what shoe? ) 
Under de left shoe - undah de innah s o le . 
6138 . Dey say dey take hair from de mole 

.. t. say , an ' wear i t  into de left  shoe , wit 

[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1076 ) , 1742 : 2 . ] 
of yore head . Say women ' ll take 
yore name writ ten nine times in wit 

(22)  HIS NAME 9 TIMES - INDELIBLE PENCIL - STRAIGHT LINES 
OVER HER NAME - SUGAR OR HONEY AND HER HAIR ON 
FOLD TWICE INTO TRIANGLE - WEAR AGAINST LEFT FOOT 
ONE POINT OF TRIANGLE IN HEEL - OTHER TWO TO SIDES 

sugah . If it ' s  
no t sugah , i t  b e  
honey - somepin 
sweet . Wear it 
in dere left shoe 
nex ' to dere feet , 

see. But i t  mus t be  writt en wit indelib le pencil , nine times . Yo ' could when
..ab yo ' re writ in '  ' er name an ' yo ' want to draw ' er to yo ' ,  well  yo ' put yore 
.... on top , an ' yo ' pu t ' er name at de bott om. An ' write it nine times s traight • 
.._ yo '  fo lds it , an ' yo ' fold it again , but yo ' make a triangle o f  it . De small 
)aint o f  de triangle goes to de heel of  yore shoe , de othah two points go to  de 
� - j es ' lak dat [ demons trat es ] .  An ' d at o thah s tuff b e  right in de middle 
ef yore sho e .  

�re d o  you wear that s tu f f , in that piece o f  paper? Do you wrap i t  up or 
... !) 

In dat papah - it ' s in dat papah . It ' s  supposed to work in through dat . Dat ' s 
--.posed to sweeten ' er to yo ' .  [New Orleans , La. , (820) , 1181 : 1 . ] 

6139. Dey say dat chew could take a woman ' s  hair out o f  de front par t  of  ' er 
.... an '  wear i t  in yo re right sho e ,  an ' dey s ay dat would make her be  in ob edi

ence to yo ' , an ' finely 
(23) RIGHT SHOE - MAN WEARS WOMAN ' S HAIR - IN HI S [ finally ] yo ' could k.i.nda 

handle de rule . An' fine
_, she  will come to love yo ' . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1062) , 1721 : 18 . ] 

6140 . Yo ' [ a  woman ] kin take his right shoe an ' shev [ shove ] sompin up in de 
.... undahs tan '  me . Well , take hi s right shoe an ' shev ' is hair up in ' is shoe 

an ' take some of dat 
(24) RIGHT SHOE - WOMAN PUTS HIS HAIR IN HI S  AND HER same of ' is hair an ' 

shev it up in yore 
� an' wear it , an ' yo ' always be togethah de balance part chore days . 

�t shoe would I [ the man ] wear that [ in ] ? What shoe would the second per
... (the man] wear that in? ) 



3006 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

[My ques tion shows me a lit t le confused . ]  
De second person? Now ,  she ' s  wearin ' · dat shoe an ' yo ' s  [ the man ' s ]  wearin ' 

dat shoe , wearin ' yore right  shoe . 
(What shoe is she wearing that in , the lef t  or the right ? )  
Yo ' s lip i t  up in d e  r ight , put i t  in d e  right . No , she don ' t have tuh put 

none in. Yo ' s teal it an ' put it  up in her right shoe an ' put some of  her same 
hair in yo re right shoe . [A p encil not e  of  mine reads , "Clear up the meaning 
here ! " ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1223) , 2078 : 6 . ] 

6 141 . Well , now , if  a fellah got a girl , a wi fe or  sweetheart , wha tevah he 
intend ' er tuh b e , he go right tuh work , j es '  lak mah haid or  yore hair right 

( 25)  RIGHT SHOE - HE KEEP S 4 OF HER HAIRS - IN TOE OF HIS 
dere an ' git chew 
fo ' s trands o f  
hair . Be combin ' , 

git roun ' lak dat , or yo ' kin f oo l  wi t ' er ,  make out yo ' goin ' play an ' git i t , 
an ' git holt o f  fo ' s tran ' s right out de mole of ' er haid right dere . Dey kin 
take dat fo ' s tran ' s an ' put it yore right shoe in de toes or de mouth of  it up 
heah . Fold i t  tuhge thah an ' put it up in dere an ' yo ' wears it in dere . Now , 
yo ' wears dat in dere , undahstan ' ,  an ' evahwhere yo ' go  she ' ll go . An ' if  she 
wants tuh quit - she kin git mad , yo ' know - yo ' got ' er tied. An ' she gits mad 
an ' s tays off  at some of de neighb or ' s  hous e an ' part up wit yo ' , lak she not 
comin ' to yo ' fo ' sometime , well ' fore de sun go down she ' s  right  back wi t yo ' .  
Can ' t s tay ' way atal l . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 259 3 : 7 . ] 

6142 . [Later during interview informant gives another vers ion of  the four
strands-of-hair rite : ] 

Dat ' s  wus ' ah [�arse-er ] den de fo ' strands o f  hair , undahstan ' . Den yo ' kin 
take - go gi t dat fo '  s tran ' s of hair . Take dat needle dat de lady sews wit an ' 

( 26 )  RIGHT SHOE - HE KEEPS 4 OF HER HAIRS - IN TOE OF HIS 
WITH HER NEEDLE - REPEAT RITE ON CHANGE OF THE MOON 

wrap it up an ' put 
i t  wit dat fo ' 
s tran ' s of hair , 
an ' put i t  in de 

mouth [ informant means toe ]  of yore shoe , an ' wear i t  
I F  SHE LEAVE YO ' , DEN D E  S UN  AIN ' T  SHININ ' OUT DERE 

(Put four s trands o f  her hair in your shoe? ) 

dere , yo ' undahs tan ' . An ' 
can ' t leave yo ' .  

Wear i t  in de  toe o f  yore shoe , way up in de toe , put it up dere where i t  
won ' t g i t  los t when yo ' pull  o ff yore shoe o r  yore s ock - j e s '  p ack it i n  dere . 
Let i t  stay in der e .  But it ' s  de quickes t way tuh git ' em - da t ' s  it , yo ' undah
stan ' , But now YO ' MUST KEEP DAT UP ONCE A MONTH . DON ' T  DO IT JES ' ONE TIME , IT 
DIE DOWN . DAT MEANS , SEE , DAT ONCE A MONTH DE MOON CHANGE S .  Do it once evah 
month . 

(On the change . of the moon . )  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 3 3 ) , 259 5 : 2 . ] 
6 143 . (What els e do they do with the hair? )  
Well , yo ' kin take i t  an ' use i t  in anothah way .  Dey kin take yore hair - dey 

git  it  in certain p laces . 
(Where? ) 
In d e  mole o f  yore haid , or  in de temple , or  down b elow ,  an ' dey kin wear dat 

hair in d ey foot - de shoe . Put it in d ey right sho e .  Put it  in a little thin 

( 2 7 )  RIGHT S HOE - WEAR IN - FLANNEL COVERED - FED VAN- VAN 
3 HAIRS :  MOLD OF HEAD - TEMPLE - DOWN BELOW 

piece of cloth , 
yo ' know , f lannen 
cloth an ' wrap it , 
an ' yo ' git s ome 

of  dis what chew call van-van an ' wet i t  wit i t .  An ' puts it  i n  d e  bottom of 
yore shoe an ' put a piece o f  newspapah on top o f  dat an ' wear daily in yore shoe . 
Well , dat kinda runs yo ' crazy ' bout ' em. 
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(Hakes you like the p ers on? ) 
Makes yo ' love ' em . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 00) , 949 : 4 . ] 
6144 . Well , yo ' kin make a person do anything yo ' want ' em  tub do , wit de 

� of a per s on . Yo ' kin take de hair o f f  a person ' s haid , if it ' s not but one 

(28) RIGHT SHOE - SHE WEARS IN - HAIR FROM HIS TEMPLES 
HE WEARS IN - HER HEAD HAIR - 3 DEVIL ' S SHOESTRINGS 

s trand , an '  if it ' s  
a woman , yo ' put it 
wit three pieces of 
devil ' s  shoestring 

... yo ' could wear dat in de b ot t om of yore shoe , providin ' yo ' goin ' wit dis 
...an, an ' she ' ll do anything dat chew want ' er tub do , j es '  as long as yo ' let 
.. t hair s tay in de bottom of yore shoe of de right foot . 

ve11 , now , i f  a woman wanted a man , she gits a piece of  ' is hair from de tem
ple an '  wears it  in ' er right shoe , an ' keep it  dere always , an ' he ' ll j es '  al
..,a yield tub her j es '  lak she wants ' im tub do . 

fWhere would the man get the hair from the woman? ) 
ve11 , he kin git it off  ' er haid if i t ' s  j es '  a personal love affair , an ' 

4at ' ll make her j es '  do anything he want ' er to do , but he puts it wit dis de
wi1 ' s shoes tring - three pieces . 

(But the woman only has to  use the hair from his temp le? ) 
De hair from a man ' s temple wit ' out de devil ' s  shoes tring . [ Florence , S .  

car . ,  (1293) , 219 2 : 6 . ] 
614 5 .  Ah heard i f  yo ' takes a girl hair an ' j es '  lak yo '  got a roll in yore 

sleeve lak dat [demonstrates ] ,  cut a hole in dere an ' stick dat hair in dere an ' 

SLEEVE - HAIR WORN IN CUFF OF 

wear dat hair evah day . Yo ' ll make her run aftah 
yo ' - fall in love . [The hole is  made under the 
cuf f . ]  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1306) , 2 210 : 7 . ] 
6 146 . Take yore hair an ' git yore hair outa yore 
head an ' bury it in a snail shell undah de door-

step or at de back windah , an ' put yo ' to  gwinin ' [going ] an ' have yo ' where dat 

SI&IL SHELL - HAIR BURIED IN - UNDER DOORSTEPS OR BACK WINDOW 
DE DOCTOR CAN 'T CURE IT - DE HOODOO GOTTA CURE IT 

yo ' won ' t know 
dey ' ll put a spe U  
or headaahe on y o  ' 
see, an ' dat head-

tzlle L1i ll jes ' lingah an ' lingah undah unti l it  ki l l  yo ' . Ain ' t  no aure fo ' it, 
eiiiZ de doator aan ' t  aure it, de hoodoo gotta cure it .  Yo ' can 't git it aured un
-til yo ' be luaky enough to gi t some hoodoo to go baak undah dat UJindah, undah dat 
�tep an ' dig dat up an ' give it to yo ' .  We ll,  UJhen he dig it up an ' te U yo ' 

1i1iat to do L1it it, den i t ' s  to he ll  an ' gone . 
(I s ee . )  [The hoodoo doctor sends i t  back to hell whence i t  came . ] [Vicks

�. Miss . , ( 7 2 5 ) , 994 : 4 . ] 
6147 . Jes ' lak if  yo ' wanted a SUJeetheart UJOman an ' yo ' couldn ' t  git to her , 

wel1 yo ' buy a pair of s tockin ' s an ' git a strand of hair out o f  yore haid an '  
� it in d e  fold a t  d e  top o f  dat stockin ' an ' den give it  to her . When she 

SOCKS AND STOCKINGS : 
(1) STOCKINGS - INTO TOPS OF HER NEW - MAN WEAVES HIS HAIR 

put dat _ stockin' 
on , dat make 
love . 
(You j ust take 

yuar hair an ' sort o f  weave i t  into the t op o f  those stockings? )  
Yes , dat ' ll make love . Jes ' as long as dat hair in dat stockin ' , why yo ' 

ain ' t got no trouble atall , whatevah . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 2735 : 13 . ] 
6148 . Dat ' s  one way yo ' kin make her - yo ' let ' er comb ' er hair good , yo ' 

t.ov , ' cuz y o '  know women will l eave hair in de comb by de roots . An ' yo ' take 
... put it right in de bottom of yore socks . Open de hair flat yo ' know an ' put 
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i t  in de socks an ' wear i t , an ' i t  will weave into yore socks j es ' lak de factory 
put it in dere . An '  yo ' go t her undah yore control dere . 

{ 2 )  SOCKS - MAN WEARS HER HAIR IN BOTH SOCKS 
{Do you wear that in both 
shoes? ) 

both shoes , if yo ' wanta 
know . I t ' ll shure weave 
1652 : 8 . ] 

Yes sir , yo ' kin wear i t  in de 
- in both of yor e s ocks , an ' it will weave into it , chew 
into i t ,  cuz ah tried it . [ St . P etersbur g ,  Fla . , {102U , 

6 149 . Jes ' lak if yo ' got a wife an ' if she leave yo ' an ' if yo ' s married an ' 
yo ' do want ' er come b ack to  yo ' .  I f  yo ' could git aholt o f  ' er ,  some of ' er 

{ 3 )  SOCKS - MAN WEARS HER HAIR IN HI S 
9 DAYS BEFORE TAKING THEM OFF 

hair , a plait  of ' er hair an ' sew it 
up in a c lo th . Tie it  up in a cloth 
an ' s ew it on d e  ins ide of de  s ock an ' 
wear dat sock an ' nevah take dat sock 

off , j es ' wear dat sock right dere fo ' nine days , say she come back to yo ' in de 
ninth or s eventh day , but chew wear i t  on till de ninth day , an ' say yo ' ll have 
her an ' she ' ll nevah leave no mo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , {1479 ) , 2658 . ] 

6 150 . Sure ,  ah heard dat yo ' j es '  take dat hair an ' put a few little diff ' 
ren ' art icles in i t  an '  wear it in yore pocket . Yo ' git de hair an ' a piece  of 

{4) RIGHT FOOT OF HER STOCKING - AND HAIR - IN HIS POCKET 
de foot out de 
right foot of 
dere s to ckin ' , 

an ' yo ' s ew dat hair an ' dat piece 
pocket an ' dey have to return . 

{Either s ock? ) 

o f  s tockin ' togethah an ' yo ' wear it in yore 

Out de right foo t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , {134 7 ) , 2 3 29 : 7 . ] 
6151 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s hair , or  eithah a woman ' s ,  an ' yo ' kin take dere 

hair an ' a chicken feathah outa de top of  ' is head . 
{A feather o f f  the top of a ch icken ' s  head? ) 
Yes s ir , an ' wear i t  in yore s tockin ' s  or about roun ' yore waist  or somewhere . 

Den yo ' - den dat ' ll make dat man or woman can ' t do no way , yo ' can ' t go nowhere . 

( 5 )  FEATHER FROM CHICKEN HEAD - HAIR FROM MAN ' S HEAD 
SHE WEARS IN STOCKING - OR ABOUT WAI ST 

{Can ' t go with o ther 
women or other men? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
{You have to take that 

person ' s  hair and a chicken feather from the top o f  a chicken ' s  head? ) 
An ' de hair f rom de top of ' is head . [New Orleans , La . , { 7 8 5 ) , 1090 : 6 . ] 
6 15 2 .  She kin take his s tockin ' s an ' turn ' em wrongsides b efo ' she wash ' em ,  

yo ' see , an ' den she kin git  some o f  de hairs of ' is haid an ' p u t  dat i n  do se 

( 6 )  INSIDE OUT - SHE TURNS SOCKS BEFORE WASHING - PUTS IN 
HAIR - SALT - KEEPS 9 NIGHTS - UNDER HEAD OF HER BED 

s t ockin ' s an ' 
table salt . I t ' s  
a common thing 
dis t able salt , 

an '  put ut [ i t ]  undah de haid o f  ' er b aid - see , fo ' nine nights . An '  dat ' ll 
s top ' im.  

{That is  i f  he is  running around with o ther women - make him s tay home . ) 
Yes s ir .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , { 129 5 ) , 2197 : 4 . ] 
6153 . If dey braid yore hair an ' spit in dere han ' an ' fix yore hair , ever ' 

b i t  of  it  will come out , cuz mine came out . 

SPITTING : SALIVA ON HAIR 

(Just spit in their hand and rub it in your hair? )  
If  dey spi t in dere han ' an ' fix yore hair . 
{Just rub their hands over your hair as if they were 

attempt ing to fix [ arrange ] it? ) 
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[Notice how I have repeated informant ' s  dere (as their) and fix ; this b eing a 
frequent p ractice of mine . Similarly , informants often repeat my words . ] 

Yes , man or woman , don ' t make no diff ' rence . Cuz ah know mine come out an '  it 
.evah did come b ack no mo ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1343) , 2327 : 10 . ] 

6154 . Well , ah heard dat dey could t ake dat an '  put it in a spool , take dis 
�r an' put it in a spool , into de spool dat de thread comes from .  Stop up each 

SPOOL - HAIR IN EMPTY - RUNNING WATER 

rbrow it ovah de lef ' shouldah an ' don ' 
2642 : 7 . ] 

end [ o f  spool ] an ' throw it  ovah de shoul
dah in runnin ' watah . An ' dey say dat ' ll 
make a person lose his mind an ' travel . 
look back . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 54 ) , 

6155 . (Take what? ) 
If  you take a s tring o f  thread an '  measure it  from [ I  interrup t ] . 
(A string or thread . )  
An ' measure from de mole o f  yore haid to de tip of yore 

clip a little hair out de mole of yore haid . Take dat an ' 

STICK , A FORKED - WRAP IN - MOLD HAIR AND STRING 
BEASURING FROM MOLD OF HEAD TO TIP OF TOE - BURY AT DOOR 

toe , yo ' know , an ' 
wrap it up in a forked 
s t ick - wrap dat hair 
an ' thread [ o r  measur
ing s tring ] up in a 
forked s t ick , an ' bury 

�� undah de do ' s tep - dat , yo ' know . 
leave dat house until yo ' dug dat up . 

(I see .  This is  for the home? ) 

See , she couldn ' t quit yo ' or couldn ' t 

Yes , sir . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 2 7 ) , 1000 : 2 . ] 
6156 . Yo ' j is '  gi t some his hair out de t op o f  de mole o f  ' is haid , an ' git 

Cboo a go Zgree [ ? ]  s tick about de size o f  yore fingah . Dat ' s a flowah dat grow 

5riCK - OF SWAMP FLOWER - SPLIT - HAIR IN - TIED UP - JOB 
in de swamp wintah 
an ' summah ,  white as 
ivory . An ' yo ' split 

dat stick in two . Yo ' take dat hair an ' put hair in dere , an ' yo ' kin j is '  cord 
�� [wrap it wi th cord s tring ] an ' s tick in yore pocket dataway . An ' yo ' [ ask for 
a job ] an ' yo ' go t a j ob fer life . 

[Is this the swamp li ly , the white-flowered species of Crinum (C. ameriaum) 
fouod in the s outhern s tates of U . S . A? This flower appears elsewhere in the text . 
I first saw i t  in a roadside pond on my trip through Virginia and Kentucky in 
1922 - see Intro . v . l ,  p . XXVIII , last paragraph . ]  

(You get some o f  the boss ' hair [ for that stick ] ? )  
Bo , DON ' T  GIT IT OUT OF ' IS HAID . GREAT GOD ! DAT ' LL RUN ' IM CRAZY ! 
[A spli t or  cleft-s t ick rite is rare ( excep t a dog ' s hair in , to keep him 

�) but it mus t  appear 7 or 8 times in HOODOO . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 328) , 
265 : 1+85 . ]  

6157 . Yuh take 
tllbt an '  throw it 

a person ' s hair from ' is haid an ' put it in a s tick . Wrap it 
in runnin ' watah . Dey say as de watah runs , dere mind goes 

from ' em - will cause dem tuh go 
HAIR WEDGED INTO SPLIT STICK - WRAP AND TIE 

THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
crazy . 
(How do they put it  in 
Jis ' take de st ick an ' 

stick open an ' put it  [hair ] in it  
(Any kind o f  s tick. ) 

an '  wrap it  tightly [ and tie ] . 

Any kind of s t ick . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (989) , 1595 : 9 . ] 

the stick? ) 
split de 

6158 . Put dat [ a  person ' s  hair ] in a lil fat lightah [ p ine ] splintah . Jis ' 
split de splintah an ' s tick it  [hair ] in it  [ the split ] , an '  tie a string aroun ' 
it , an '  throw it de way de water ' s  runnin ' s  out , yuh see , an ' dat ' ll run yuh 
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crazy . [ Obj ects of aunj�e or hoodoo are usually thrown into ordinary running 
water , but one mus t  be careful wi th t idal water . In the present ins tance the 

HAIR TIED INTO SPLIT "FAT LIGHTER" SPLINTER 
spellcaster cas ts the spell obj ect  
downstream to  b e  certain it does 
not for a s econd s tart to move op

posite or pas t  where he is s tanding . ] [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 224) , 216 : 5 . ] 
6159 . Yuh take a person ' s  hair tuh harm ' em. Yuh kin put i t  in a bo t tle an ' 

put a peg in i t , a wooden peg an ' - yuh take dat hair an ' put i t  in a wooden peg , 
an ' put i t  in a bot tle or anythin ' , an ' put a wooden p eg in i t  [ peg the bo ttle ] . 

HAIR IN WOODEN PEG - PEG UP IN BOTTLE 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER 

An' yo ' kin chunk it in de rivah ovah yuh 
lef ' shouldah an ' dat will harm ' em . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will harm yuh , kill yuh . Dat will 

run yuh crazy . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1543) , 2806 : 9 . ] 
6160 . Ah wuz goin ' wit a girl oncest an ' ah quit dis girl , an ' dis girl didn ' t 

want me tuh quit  ' er at de time .  But den , yuh see , ah s tayin ' [with ] anothah girl 
dat ah feel t uh mo ' den ah did ' er .  An ' evah t ime ah ' d go wit dis o thah girl , 

START ASH PEG INTO GROUND UNDER SWEET GUM ON BANK 
OF CREEK - EACH MORNING - 9 DAYS - THROW 2 STRANDS 

OF HER HAIR INTO WATER AND TAP PEG UNTIL DOWN 

well ah ' d  have trouble wit 
dis girl dat ah ' d  quit ted . 
So ah went tuh a doator , a 
' erb doc to r , an ' inquire whut 
could ah do tuh git rid of  

' er .  He  tole me tuh go back [ to qui t ted girl ] an ' bring ' im j is '  as  much of  ' er 
hair as ah could git . So  ah , ah do dat .  Ah went back an ' played wit ' er until 
ah got a chance - ah had me a ole Jem City razor blade - until ah go t  a chance tuh 
clip dat hair o f f .  Jis ' cut it o f f  so  she wouldn ' t  mis s  it , cut it o f f  j is '  here 
[ d emons trates ] .  

(Above the ear . ) 
Ah give it tuh ' im.  He got a peg  six inches long . I t wuz j is '  a lil ole ash 

peg.  He give me de peg an ' tole me tuh go down by a creek , down dere as ide of a 
sweet gum tree , an' s tick dis peg in de groun ' , an ' take two s tran ' s of  ' er hair 
an ' throw in de watah . An '  evah mawnin ' - he tole me tuh keep enough of de hair 
so evah mawnin '  ah go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  tuh throw two stran ' s  of hair in 
dis watah , an ' drive dis peg j is '  a lil  evah mawnin ' . An '  evah mawnin ' - ah went "' 
down fo ' nine mawnie' s - ah throwed two s tran ' s  of  de hair in de watab an ' driv 
de peg , an ' j is '  driv it fer enough so  on de ninth mawnin ' yuh kin driv i t down 
[ completely ] . I did dat fo ' de nine mawnin ' s .  On de ninth mawnin ' - an ' ah 
smack de peg [ all the way in] . From den on ah didn ' t have no mo '  trouble wit 
' er .  He say dat would d ivide us . He say dat watah wuz runnin ' ,  he say dat would 
divide us . [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 28 3 ) , 198 : 1 ;  this  happening at Whiteville , N .  
Car . , in 1929 , the doator 's fee b eing $15 . ] 

6161 . Dey tell me if  yuh git  a person ' s hair , 
dat chew kin take dat one s tran '  an ' cut a little 

even if i t ' s  no t but one s trad , 
green stick about a inch long 

HAIR ABOUT GREEN STICK WRAPPED IN CLOTH - TIED IN RUNNING WATER 
an ' wrap dat 
stran '  roun ' 

in some cloth an ' t ie a st ring 
it ]  wil l  run ' em right into de 

(Run them crazy? ) 

it , band it  up 
on it , an ' put it in s ome runnin ' watah , an ' t  [ and 
'sy Z.wn. 

Yes sir .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 30 7 ) , 2211 : 8 . ] 
6 16 2 .  Kin take a person hair an '  put it  into a sack an ' t ie it  on a stick in 

runnin ' watah an ' run ' em  crazy . S ' long as  dat hair s tay on dat s tick in runnin ' 
watah , why dat person is  crazy until yuh take dat hair off  an ' let it git dry -
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dat hair . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
B&IR IN SACK - TIED TO STICK - IN RUNNING WATER (1365) , 2412 : 13 . ] 

6163 . Yuh want me tell about 
4e girl .  Well , de love ah had fo ' girl . She wuzn ' t doin ' right an '  ah foun ' ' er 
oat . An '  so ah had knowed i t  t uh be done an ah ' cided [ decided ] ah ' d try it mah

self . An ' so ah made ' er 
lOOT [= STICK ]  UNDER RUNNING WATER - HAIR NAILED TO come . She wuz in mah house 

an ' ah took a plait of ' er 
'-ir right out de top o f  ' er haid , an ' - well , ah kep ' it a long time · an '  couldn't 
&it ' er tuh do right . So ah takes it down tuh de s tream.  Ah takes it down tuh de 
.. tab ,  dis runnin' s tream of watah , where dere ' s  root cros ses at de bottom o f  de 
scream . Ah nailed it  tuh dat roo t in de b ottom o f  dat s tream. 

(This hair? ) 
Yessuh , an ' in nine days  she got where she couldn ' t s tay home . She couldn ' t  

stay nowhere she would gi t tuh , an ' f inely [ finally ] at  las t she packed ' er suit
case an '  leave dis town .  An ' she stayed o f f  foah days an ' den come on back , an ' 
stayed home three days an ' went ag ' in .  An ' dat ' s  been twelve months ago an ' she 
ain' t been seen back heah since . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1440) , 2609 : 12 . ] 

6164 . Take de hair an ' take it  in a bottle , if  yuh want ' er tuh be  ab sent
.mnded - runnin' away , cain ' t s tay wit nobody an ' bein '  contented . Take dis hair 

BAIR BOTTLED - TIED TO STICK IN RUNNING WATER - LET BOB 
an ' put it in a Coca
Cola b o t tle . Stop it 

.to' watah an ' t ie a s tring tuh it  
� vatah runnin ' cro s s  dat  bottle , 
�is ' go t ' a be  gain ' all de t ime . 

up an ' put it  in run
an ' j is '  let it  bobbin'  dere , an ' s ' long as 
she be ab sent . She cain ' t s tay no place . 

{You have this s tring tied and this bottle tied to this stick , so that it 
can' t float away? ) 

Yessuh .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 8 ) , 2658 : 3 . ] 
6165 . De way ah heard it - said dey take dey hair an '  tie a s tring roun ' it 

am' carry it tuh runnin ' watah an '  drop i t  in runnin ' watah . An ' dey t ell me 

STRING TIED ABOUT HAIR 
IRTO RUNNING WATER 

dat will run yuh crazy . Now ah do not know [ how true 
that i s ] . 
(How do you mean , run you crazy? Make you los e your 

mind? ) 
a.ke yuh los e  yuh mind .  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1866) , 218 2 : 11 . ] 

6166 . ( Suppos e I want to make them s tay at home? ) 
Well yo ' take dat hair an ' put it in a little small bo ttle , see , an ' put it 

tR da ' k  place up ovah yore do ' , an ' put about three or f o ' spoons of  sugah in 

SUGAR AND HAIR IN BOTTLE - IN DARK PLACE OVER DOOR 
it . Yo ' know , a li ttle 
odd-size bottle lak dat . 
An ' put it up ovah de do ' 

.aere couldn ' t  nobody see 
� • •  (943) , 1524 : 10 . ] 

it . Dat ' ll make yore frien ' come home . [Memphis , 

6167 . If a man leaves a woman an ' 
• 1s  hair , an ' af tah she git dose two 

SUGAR - SULPHUR - 2 STRANDS OF HAIR 

4D' steps . An '  she ' ll keep ' im all de 
(llorence , S .  Car . , ( 13 2 2 ) , 2266 : 4 . ] 

she want ' im back , she git two stran ' s of 
stran ' s  of ' is hair , she takes some sugah 

an ' den some sulphur an ' mix it togethah . 
An ' put ' is hair in dis sugah an '  dis sul
phur an ' bury it up undah de bottom of ' er 
time . He won ' t  nevah leave her no mo ' . 

6168 . Dey us e de teacups an ' things lak dat . 
(How do they do that ? )  
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Wel l ,  now dey take dat teacup an ' dey ' ll go to some place yo ' know lak heah 
[ the hous e in which I was interviewing ] .  Dey go out at dis t ime an ' git a half 

a dozen new teacup s .  
TEACUP - 1 O F  6 NEW CUP S  - HAIR BURIED IN 

NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE 
(A half dozen new t eacups? ) 
Uhmm. An ' den dey ' ll use one dem 
cups . Dey git dat woman ' s hair or 

somp in othah concernin ' ' er some way , an ' put it in dat cup an ' bury it roun ' 
' er d o ' step . An ' den d ey keep one fo ' deyself . An ' den dey ' ll give dere frien ' 
one an ' den · dey take dat cup yo ' know an '  bury in de groun ' yo ' know ,  an ' de one 
dey bury it fo ' , d ey j is '  go ' way to nuthin - ' s tead of goin ' fahwards dey go 
right backwards .  

(How many cups do they use? ) 
Only one . 
(Well , now where do they bury that cup? ) 
Bury i t  right under de corner o f  - de no ' th corner of  dere house . 
(Whose house? ) 
De man or wumman whut dey workin ' ag ' ins t . 
(What kind o f  a cup mus t it  be? ) 
A teacup - s tone [ not  t in ] , dese heah earthen . 
(And they j us t  bury i t  with something that belongs to the person ,  in that ? )  

Yes , dey ' d go ' way to nuthin . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1126) , 1832 : 3 . ] 
6 169 . ' Bout dat hair proposition , ah hear dat dey take yore hair an ' dey 

takes three Came l Cigarettes , an ' takes a s trand of yore hair , t akes a s traw an ' 

3 CIGARETTES - 3 HAIRS IN - ONE SMOKED EACH DAY 
push in dere . Push one s trand 
of yore hair in dem cigarette  
apiece an ' den smoke one o f  

dem c igarettes a day , smoke de othahn d e  next day ,  an '  de othahn d e  nex ' day , 
an ' dey say dey got de woman den tuk in [= took in = taken in = tricked] . 

(That takes the woman - gets the woman to love them. ) [Waycros s , Ga . , (1128) , 
18 33 : 6 . ] 

6170 . Ah have heard from peop le dat chew could go to  de fork of de road an ' 
s ee all kind of scarey things lak dat an ' people kin fix yo ' lak dat . 

3 DROPS OF FINGER BLOOD - ON HAIR - SEW UP - WEAR 
(How would they fix you like 
that? ) 
Well , dey kin take - s ome 

people take yore hair an ' den prick one of  yore fingahs t ill it bleed , g it three 
drops of b lood , an ' have yo ' crazy where yo ' j is '  walk a lo t . 

(I want you to tell me the details . What would they do with that three drops 
of  b lood they got from your finger? )  

Dey takes it an ' put it  on yore hair an ' dey take i t  an ' sew it up an ' dey kin 
dat . fix yo ' dataway where yo ' won ' t even love no woman or anything lak 

(Well , what do they do with that hair then , af ter they put that 
Well , dey kin wear i t .  

blood o n  it ? )  

(Well , now a person would ge t my hair and then put her blood on my hair and 
sew it up? )  

Shure , an ' den yo ' begin to love nobody but ' er .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (1063) , 
1 7 22 : 4 . ] 

6171 . An ' den if  yo ' wants to  
hair , about three s t ran ' s  of  hair 

3 STRANDS OF HAIR 
WORN IN LE FT CORNER OF SHIRTTAIL 

be in love wit a girl , yo ' take de s tran ' s  o f  
out o f  ' er head , an '  take it an ' sew i t  into 

de left cornah of yore shir ttail an '  wear it  
der e .  An ' yo ' can ' t g i t  rid o f  ' er ,  she ' ll 
s t ill love yo ' . 
( In what part o f  the shirttail , front or back?)  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3013 

In de left corner in de front . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (995) , 1606 : 14 . ]  
617 2 .  Dey kin take three s trands o f  yore hair an ' put i t  in a perfuae bottle , 

Heart Perfume , an ' stop it up tight an ' dat will draw ' er love to dis man. 
(Of this man to this girl . ) 

3 STRANDS OF HAIR IN PERFUME BOTTLE Of dis man to dis gurl . 
(What do you do with this bottle? ) 

Why yo ' keep dat bottle . [Waycross , Ga . , (1083) , 1 7 52 : 1 . ] 
617 3 .  Take de hairs from underneath yore arm an ' de haid - yo '  know, undah 

yore clothes down dere , an ' wash yore feet . An ' yo ' know , sometime yo ' don ' t 

3 TYPES OF HAIR:  ARMPIT - HEAD - PRIVATE 
OLD FOOTSKIN WATER - ALL IN BOTTLE - FOOD OR DRINK 

wash yore feet in a long 
time , dere b e  lot s  of ole 
dead skin on it , yo ' know, 
an ' yo ' kin take an ' scrape 

dat off .  An ' den yo ' kin take dis watah yo ' see an ' put it in somp in.  A woman 
bad mah bro thah fi:x:ed lak dat . AN '  All PROMISED DE LORD AH ' D  NEVAH PIX A MAN NO 
WAY . IF ONE DON ' T WANT ME ,  All DON ' WANT ' IM. So she had mah brothah fi:x:ed j es '  
lak dat - she had ' im fi:x:ed up j es '  lak dat .  [Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 
2638 : 15 . ] 

6174 . (What do they say about that? )  
Well , yo ' take Hearts Co logne lak ah tole yo ' ,  lak dey git i t  an ' dress it  

fo ' to  keep yo ' .  Well , yo ' git  9 pins , bran ' -new pins what have nevah b een 

3 TYPES OF HAIR :  HEAD , ARMPIT , PUBIC - 9 NEW PINS 
BEW BOTTLE OF HEA�COLOGNE - NEW STOPPER - PIECE 
OF HIS CLOTHES - FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - 9 DAYS 

used , an ' yo ' git Hearts 
Co logne . An ' when yo ' buy 
dat bottle of  cologne , yo ' 
take de stoppah out - yo ' 
see , cuz dat stoppah b een 

used . An ' yo ' buy a new s toppah , cork stoppah , an '  yo ' stick 9 pins in dat cork 
•toppah . Undahs tan? An ' put it right down in dat Hearts Co logne . 

Now, lak dere ' s some man ah want . I will try to git a piece off ' is clothes , 
aaythin ' an ' put it  in der e ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  fo ' 9 days . Well , aftah I gits it 
in dere , whatsomevah ah want - den ah try to git a piece of ' is hair , an ' some 
of ' is fingahnails an ' toenails . If ah can ' t cut ' em, ah ' ll j es '  take a little 
file here an ' make out ah ' m j es '  p layin ' wit ' is han ' , an ' file it off at de 
same time an ' gittin '  it  in mah han ' . Undahstan ' ?  An ' if ah kin git a piece 
of hair from undah his arm , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' git a piece of  hair from de lowah 
part , an ' put it all in dere , an ' ' tis nuthin atall he kin do unless ah command 
' ia  to do it . 

(I see . )  [Richmond , Va. , (431) , 387 : 4+85 . ] 
6175 . Git s  de hair of  a person an ' put it  wit red peppah , three pods of red 

peppah , mix it , an ' call De Father� Son an ' Ho ly Ghos t. Dat three , an '  go wit 

� BOLY N�S - 3 PODS OF RED PEPPER - HAIR - HOUSE PILLAR 
dat hair an ' put it 
undahneat '  dere pil
lah or sock [stuff ] 

:U up in one cornah of de pillah . An ' dat will make ' em  stay home . 
(Make a man s tay home or a woman s tay home . )  [ I  have interpreted pil lar  as 

aae of the 4 or 5 foundation pillars upon which the small lowland rests , rather 
than pi Z Zah = pillow. The meaning was evidently clear to me at the time , but a 
.-estion here would have helped later . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2348 : 1 . ] 

� BOLY N�S - USE WHEN BURYING IN PINT OF WATER 
HAIR - RED PEPPER - SALT : 3 INGREDIENTS 

6176 . Take yore hair an ' put 
it into a pint of watah an ' 
put some red peppah an' salt  
in it  an '  bury it in de groun ' 

1ft de Name of de Father� de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , an ' dey ' ll shure leave de worr. 
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(Well , how do you put that water into the ground - won ' t it run away or what? ) 
[Evidently i t  is s topped up in a pint bottle . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 

2237 : 11 . ] 
6177 . Yo ' take de hair an ' put i t  in a p iece o f  

in dere an ' make a band and p u t  it roun ' yore wais t  

J HOLY NAMES - 9 MORNINGS - HAIR WORN - FED CAMPHOR 

white homespun an ' sew i t  up 
an ' dampen [feed] i t  wit 

camphor fo ' nine mawnin ' s 
In de Name of de Father� 
de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost , 

an ' it  will bring love in yore home . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2237 : 2 . ] 
6178 . Well , it ' s  anothah thing about de hair . D ey kin take de hair an ' gain 

de influence or love of a woman , by yo ' takin ' i t  eithah to a lovedove [ love
b ird ] . Gi t dat lovedove an ' take de feathahs from ' im wit ' out ' im bein ' bushin' 

3 INGREDIENTS : ADAM-AND-EVE - HAIR - 3 LOVEDOVE FEATHERS 
PARCH TO POWDER - WEAR IN A BAG 

up or anythin ' - yo ' 
know , pick dem .  Put 
' em in de stove an ' 
let ' em parch yo ' know 

good an ' dry . Den yo ' take some o f  de hair from de lady - woman . Well , she take 
all dat an ' make a powdah of dat . Well , firs t  she ' ll put some of dat on yo ' an ' 
den she take de rest  o f  it wit dat Adam-an ' -Eve roo t .  Den she wear dat in a bag , 
s ee .  Well , dat will gain d e  influence o f  love wit ' er - well , it cause two peo
ples tuh come to gi t married . 

(She put some o f  her water - urine did you say? ) 
She put some o f  her [hair ] .  
(From her head? ) 
Yes . 
(And she puts them with these dove feathers that have b een burnt up ? )  
Yes - yo ' know, make a powder o f  i t .  
(And put i t  i n  this b ag and wear it? ) 
Yeah , af tah she put some on de o thah - on de man . 
(Where does she put them on him? ) 
J es '  anywhere on ' is body while he ' s  sleep . Den she take de rest of it  an ' 

she wears it  in heah j es '  in a bag , but she have to take a Adam-an ' -Eve roo t , 
yo ' know, tuh git de r es t  of de good out o f  it . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1168) , 2074 : 2 . ] 

6 17 9 . Git dis  dirt daubah nes t an ' chicken feathahs an ' dat hair of de in
dividual , y o '  know, dat dey ' ll wanta use , an ' mix dat all up togethah , an ' sew 

3 INGREDIENT S : CHICKEN FEATHERS - DIRT DAUBER NEST - HAIR 
it in a little round 
piece , an ' dey put 
one of  dose papahs 

on i t  an ' burn it . An ' dat runs ' em  crazy s ometimes , especially , yo ' know , if 
dey git enough amount of  dere hair . [New Orleans , La . , (1563) , 28 59 : 9 . ] 

6 180 . If  y o '  want ' em [ t o ]  s tay , why dey git a lock of yore hair , see , an ' 
salt , peppah an ' b lacksnake root or Samson [ snakeroo t ]  - it ' s  one of do se root , 

3 INGREDIENTS : BLACKSNAKE ROOT OR SAMSON SNAKEROOT 
SALT - PEPPER - IN HAIR - SEWED INTO "ROUND PIECE" - BURNED 

an ' wrap it in 
flannen cloth an ' 
put it in a bottle 
an ' airtight it , 

den bury it . 
26 5 3 : 13 . ] 

Bury it  undah de s tep o f  yore do ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 3 ) , 

6 181 . Take de hair an ' put de hair in de socks - yo ' know , tuh whom it may 
concern. Take de sock cloth an ' t ack it , yo ' know , whare de toe an ' de heel an '  
de top part , an ' nail it  down undah de haid o f  de baid . Dat ' s  supposed tuh make 
yore husband s tay at home . 

(Do you use either sock? ) 
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Use his sock t eithah sock. If dis is  de haid of de baid , well yo ' put de top 
of de sock undah de haid of de baid , an ' den yo ' t ack yore heel an ' tack yore toe 

3 TACKS - IN SOCK WITH HIS AND HER HAIR 
SPREAD OUT UNDER HEAD OF HER BED 

TACK IN TOE AND HEEL AND TOP 
IOE POINTING AWAY FROM DOOR INTO ROOM 

[ demons trates ] . 
(The toe is point ing down toward the 
foot of the b ed . )  
Dat ' s  it . An '  yo ' supp osed tub let de 
toe b e  turned , not to de do ' but from 
de do ' of  de room dat chew back tack 

• ea. Yo ' use his hair an ' yo ' use yore hair an ' yo ' put dem both in dat [ sock] . 
[Memphis , Tenn. , (928) , 1511 : 1 . ] 

riB FOIL - HAIR WRAPPED IN 6 18 2 .  Jis ' lak if yuh wants tuh run anybody crazy 
or somp in lak dat , well now yuh kin take dere hair 

oaten de mole of de haid , an ' wrap it up in si Zvah papah , dis nice quiak si Zvah 
papah [ t infoil ] ,  an ' put it in runnin ' watah , an ' dat ' ll run ' em crazy . [ Flor
eace, S .  Car . , (1320) , 226 3 : 8 . ] 

6183 . [The general theme ab out hair and tree is  threefold : A hole is b ored 
into a tree , hair is put in this hole , and the hole is s ealed by driving into it 
a wooden peg . This theme is then developed into the many rites that follow . 
Additional rites wi ll be found in t he INTERVIEWS and elsewhere in HOODOO. ] 

DEE AND HAIR 
(1)  HOLE MADE IN TREE 

HAIR STOPPED UP 

Now , I had a uncle dat died in Chicago , named Howard 
Ham, when I wus a boy of about eight years old . 
(Ab out thirty- f ive years ago . ) [ 1903 . ]  
[ I  am not guess ing informant ' s  age . The t ime was 
evidently given before recording began ; as soon as I 

thought he might have a s tory . ] 
Yes , s ir .  I t  wus a girl named Lizzie Quinn [ Queen? ] suffahed wit ' er head 

all de time , an ' aftah she wus dead , dey wus postin ' up a tree [making fence 
posts out of a tree ] an ' he foun '  dis girl ' s  hair in de tree - bus t it [ the log ]  
.. .  dey cuts i t  open an ' dey foun ' dis girl ' s  hair in d e  t ree wit a peg drfv up 
iD it , wit dat hair up in dat hole.  But it killed her , dat ' s  what dey said . She 
saffahed wi t ' er head all de time . 

�t did you say they burst - busting what ? )  
[I  changed my burst into busting to make sure informant unders tood . ] 
Dey wus bus tin '  [ splitting the tree trunk ] . Dey had sawed de tree down , yo ' 

kDov. 
(Oh ,  yes . ) 
An '  gittin '  out board timbah , yo ' s ee ,  an ' it bust open. 
(Board timbers . )  
An '  it bus tin ' , dat cut s open , yo ' know , dey ' d  run up on dis peg ,  an ' dey bust 

1£ open an ' found ' er hair . 
(Found her hair , I s ee .  That happened down here? ) 
Yes , s ir .  Dat out chere ' bout eighteen miles . 
[They were cutting down trees to make boards at the sawmill when someone saw 

a pegged-up hole in the trunk of this tre e . Ins tead of leaving the long log for 
boards , the leader o f  the loggers decided to saw it into proper lengths and split 
it up into fence pos ts . How did they identify the hair as Lizzie Quinn ' s? She 
aas probably the las t living person in the neighborhood subj ect to headaches ; or 
perhaps there had been gos sip about her dying from aunjure . ] [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , 
(714 ) , 982 : 2 . ] 

6184 . I know o f  a young man that was courting a young woman , and the parents 
of the young woman didn ' t like this young man because he was very rough and row
., . They to ld their daughter they didn ' t want this man to come to their house . 
ADd after that the young man he got mad . So he went away . He began to talk 
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among o ther people and somebody told him how to g et the advantage of this young 
gir l .  They told h im  to cut a piece of hair from her head and g o  to a tree , and 
take an auger and bore a hole in this tre e ,  and put the hair in the hole and stop 
this hole up , and in the course o f  time this woman would go c razy . [Old Point 
Comfor t ,  Va . , ( 27 ) , by Ediphone ; story happened near Back River , Elizab eth City 
Co . , Va . , in 1896 . ]  

6 18 5 .  Ah heard dat chew could take mah hair , i f  yo ' want s  tuh run me crazy . 
Cut a pat ch o f  hair out mah haid whils t ah sleep an' take a augah , a brace  an ' 
bit , an ' bo ' a hole in a t ree , an ' f etch dat hair an ' put it  in dere , an ' den 
take a wedge an ' put in dat tree an ' cover over dat tree , an ' den AH ' LL HAVE DE 
HEADACHE AS LONG AS AH LIVE , an ' by an' by dat will kill me . [Florence ,  S .  Car . , 
(1311) , 2221 : 12 . ] 

6186 . Dey take an' go git some o f  yore hair an ' cuz yo ' to lose yore mind . 
Dey take yore hair an '  put it in - b o ' a hole in a tree , put dat hair in dere . 
An '  as dat tree grows , yo '  know dat hole where yo ' bored in dere will grow back 
in dere , an ' yo ' b egin to lose yore mind . [New Orleans , La . ,  (84 2 ) , 1276 : 4 . ] 

618 7 .  Now listen, self experience ah ' m  tellin ' yo '  dis . Yo ' kin take a lock 
of  yore hair an '  yo ' kin - s ee heah , dis is a tree . Yo ' b o '  a hole in da t tree .  
Dis is d e  comb . Yo ' see , her [hair ] . An' yo ' put da t hair into dis tree an ' yo ' 
s eal it up . Aftah a time - [ seal i t  up ] INTO A GROWIN '  TREE , yo ' undahs tan ' .  
From time tuh time yo ' go dere - i t  be j es '  lak a wound , clos e right in lak dat .  

(Like a wound closes . )  
Yes - ye s , dat tree will clo se . Yo ' undahs tan ' ? An ' it ' ll run me ttchly 

[ actually ] crazy . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1204 ) , 2020 : 4 . ] 
6188 . Now tuh run ' em crazy , dey could take a person hair an ' take an ' go to 

a tree an ' cut a place in it . In othah words bo ' a hole in it an ' put de hair 
in dere an ' s top it up airtight . Say dat would DRIVE ' EM AWAY FROM ' EM,  an ' will 
event ' ly [ eventually ] kill ' em. [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1394) , 2505 : 10 . ] 

6189 . Ah ' ve heard of a person bo ' in ' a hole in a tree an ' putt in ' yore hair 
in dis tree an ' it would run yo ' blind , if yo ' s top it up . 

(If you s top the hair up in a tree , it would run you blind . ) [Fayetteville ,  
N .  Car . , (1390) , 2493 : 4 . ] 

619 0 .  Ah heah of folks takin' - if  dey wants run yo ' crazy o r  sompin like 
dat - j is '  take  an ' bo ' a hole in a ' simmon tree an '  git some of  yore hair an ' 
put it in dere an ' s t op i t  up . 

(Do you have to put that in a pers immon tree , or any kind of  a tree? ) 
Have to b e  a ' simmon tree , yassuh .  [ Wayc ros s , Ga . ,  (1161) , 1936 : 6 . ] 
6 19 1 .  An ' den yo ' kin take some hair an ' have a hole bo ' d  i n  a tree an ' take 

dis hair an ' � an' sulphur an ' peppah , red peppah or eithah black peppah , an' 
s tir it toge thah an ' put it  in dis hole in d is tree an ' cork i t  up . That will 
kill a man . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 26 38 : 4 . ] 

6192 . Dey kin take dat [see later for meaning of dat ] an ' put dat in a rag 
an ' wrap it up , an ' go to a tree - listen good . Go to a tree an ' take a augah , 
yo ' s ee , an ' bo ' a hole in de tree . An '  take [ that ] thin ' [=  thing , the rag 
holding articles named later ] an ' slam it right back up in [ the bored hole ] , 
push all dat s tuff up in de tre e .  An ' take dat same thin ' w ' ut yo ' bo ' [bored ] 
out dere an' take a p eg an ' drive it back in dat tree . An' dat j is '  kill yuh 
as daid [ dead ] as [ anything? ] in dis worl 1 • 

(What do they put in that tree? ) 
De dirt o f f  yore feet , an ' some yore fingahnail , an ' a li ' l b it yore hair off 

yor e  haid , an ' table �· Dat ' l l  end it  up . [Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 323) , 
257 : 3 . ] 

6193 . They tell me you take a live person ' s hair and bore a hole into a tree , 
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a live tree of course , p lace this hair in it . You blow your breath in it , in 

(2)  BLOW BREATH INTO HOLE 
that hole , and force this hair in that hole . And 
that tree will drindle and finally die . And as 
that tree dies , their health will decay . And when 

that tree is dead , they will be dead . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  Ediphone . Cyl . 61 . ] 

6194 . Ah heard dat dey could take dat hair o f  yores an ' put it  in a bag , an ' 

10 tuh a cherry tree an ' bo ' a hole in dat tree , an ' make a peg tuh fit it an' 
drive it up in dat tree . an '  
dat would run yo ' crazy . (3) CHERRY TREE - HAIR INTO BAG - INTO HOLE IN 

bag before inserting it into tree 
cherry tree . ] 

[To put hair into a small 
is rare , but see 6196 which also requires a 

(Mus t it  be  in a cherry tree? )  
Dat ' s  whut dey tole me - a cherry tree . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1162) , 1937 : 7 . ] 
619 5 . Jes ' take - lak I ' d  be havin ' a woman or somepin . 
(TALK A LITTLE LOUDER, PLEASE . )  
Ah say , j es '  lak ah ' d  be havin ' a woman or somepin lak dat . Well , she could -

ah could b e  on relief or somepin lak dat , yo ' see , an ' she may didn ' t want me to 

(4)  DEPTH OF TREE HOLE - OVER 6 INCHES 
FLANNEL STOPPER - FED TURPENTINE 

quit ' er ,  yo ' see . She ' d  go to work 
an ' take some of mah hair whils t ah ' m  
asleep o r  somepin an ' take i t  out to 
a tree or prob ' ly lak dat , an ' take 

a nail or , yo ' know , a augah or somep in an ' bore a hole in dere j es '  deep enough 
to get dat hair in dere . Well , any t ime yo ' put it in dere , yo '  gotta put it 
ovah s ix inches . Dat will  make i t  roun ' about nine inches deep lak dat . [Why 9 
inches , I do not understand . ]  An ' fill dat hole back up , but ins tead of puttin ' 
back de [ auger shavings ] ,  why yo ' fill it  up wit s tuff  dey usely [ usually ] calls 
flannel . 

(Flannel ? )  
Flannel ,  an ' den on top of  de flannel , why yo ' take turpentine an ' turpentine 

dat flannel good , an ' put it in yore hair an ' drive it back in dat tree . Lots 
of times dat runs people crazy . De same thing if  dey got some o f  yore clothes . 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 74 2 ) , 1011 : 2 . ] 

6196 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em b o ' in '  a hole in a tree on de s ide de sun rise an ' 
bury people ' s  hair an ' - but ah think dey use sulphur wit it , but ah ' m  not posi

(5)  EAST OR SUNRISE S IDE OF TREE 
t ive . Dey put hair , a bag o f  hair , an '  dey 
s top it  up an ' it will lock yore bowels , 
too . [ For bag of hair in tree hole , see 

preceding submargin title ( 3 )  CHERRY TREE . ] Dat ' s whut ah wus tryin ' tuh git 
[to tell you ] . It will lock yore bowels wit whatevah dey put to it - de ingre
dients dey put to it . [ For human excrement and hole in tree , see section 
EJCREMENT . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1240) , 2110 : 6 . ] 

6197 . An' anothah thing wit yore hair , dey kin take yore hair an '  wrap it 
� ·  three co ffin nails an ' go to a tree , cut a gash in dat tree an' lay it 

in dere . Jes ' lay it dere an' nail 
(6) EAST - HAIR ABOUT 3 COFFIN . NAILS 

GASH TREE - A YOUNG ONE - STAPLE 
i t  down in dere wit a staple-lak , yo ' 
know , where it will stay . Let it stay 
dere on de eas t s ide of dat tree , an ' 

� it be a young tree . As dat tree 
�le] up , when it completely covahs 
� it covahs up an ' yo ' will die . 

6198 . Yo ' bury dat in a fig tree . 

grow an ' heal up , as dat tree covah it 
dat , yo ' die . Yo ' ll be sickly all de time 

[Washington , D . C . , (62la) 1 7 96 : 4 . ] 

(This hair . Jus t how would you bury i t  in a fig tree?)  
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Yo ' take de hair an ' yo ' burn it  firs t . Yo ' burn dat hair an ' yo ' put it  
[ ashes ] in  some b rown papah an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' carry it  to a fig tree . But 

( 7 )  FIG TREE - DIG HOLE IN - BURN HAIR - BROWN PAPER - 9 DAYS 
don ' bury it 
undahneat '  de 
roo t , yo '  dig 

a hole into dat tree , a small hole where evahthing small kin go 
see , dere bark on de tree , an ' yo ' j is '  shove it way up in dere 

in dat bark . Yo ' 
an ' in de nine 

days dey gone . 
(WHAT WILL THAT DO TO THEM? 

OF TOWN , MAKE THEM COME BACK? 
DEY DIE ! CAIN ' T  LIVE ! 

DOES IT RUN THEM CRAZY , KILL THEM , DRIVE THEM OUT 
WHA! DOES IT DO ? )  

( I  JUST WANTED TO KNOW . ) [Algiers , L a . , (1596) , 3002 : 1 . ] 
6199 . Take yore hair an ' put it in de fo ' k o f  a tree . Split it down , de 

fo rk down fer enough , an ' put de hai r  in dere an ' tie it  [ fork ] back [ toge ther ] . 
When it grow back [ together ] ,  j es '  as it grow 
back , yo ' come to losin ' yore mind - yo ' go 

( 8 )  FORK OF TREE - SPLIT DOWN 
INSERT HAIR - T IE TOGETHER 

crazy . 
(You use a small tree for that ? )  
[ Splitting a fork suggested small tree . ] 
Yes , sir . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 4 3 ) , 1012 : 9 . ] 

6 200 . I f  yo ' wanta git  a pers on out de �ay , dat ' s  whut de ole folks have 
said . De person dat yo ' wan ' a  git out de way , yo ' git some o f  ' is hair an ' take 

( 9 )  FROG - HAIR - IN HOLE - NORTH S IDE OF TREE - STOP UP 
it tub de woods , 
an ' git chew a 
augah an ' bo ' a 

hole in de no ' th s ide o f  de tree , an ' git chew a frog an ' put dat frog in dere 
on top of dat , an' git chew a wedge an ' put da t wedge in dere an ' drive it in 
t ight , an ' evah day yo ' go back an ' tap dat wedge . Well , when dat fro g dies , 
why dat person die.  Well , yo ' git ' im out de �ay , yo ' undahstan ' .  

(When the f rog dies , that pers on dies . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 5 1 ) , 2124 : 4 . ] 
6 2 01 .  I ' ve heard people say dat yo ' kin take when d e  sap rise , a t  a c er tain 

change of de moon , an '  yo ' kin take a live frog an ' put in dat . Yo ' bo ' three 
holes in dere wit a b race an ' bit : one De FatheP , an ' one De Son , an ' one De Holy 

( 10 )  FROG - SAP-RI S ING TIME - CHANGE OF MOON - BORE 3 HOLES 
IN TREE - FATHER-SON-HOLY GHOST - CUT INTO ONE - FROG 
AND HAIR IN - TIN COVER - FROG EAT S  HAIR - HAIR-OWNER CRAZY 

FROG WILL ALSO EAT GUNSHELL SHOT 

Ghoat .  Un-
dahs tan ' ? 
(The sap 
rises in 
what? )  
De sap rise 

in a tree , yo ' know . What I mean , by de sap ris in '  in de spring o f  de year . 
Say , an ' take an ' bo ' three holes in dat tree . Undahstan ' me : Dat ' s  one De 

FatheP , one De Son , an ' one De Ho ly Ghoat. An ' yo ' kin hollah dose holes out in
to one , an ' put a live frog in dere , an ' dey kin git s ome of  yo re hair an ' put in 
dere . An ' dey s ay ,  WHEN DAT SAP BEGIN TO COME DOWN AG ' IN ,  SAY DAT DE HEAT FROM 
DAT SAP WILL RUN DIS FROG CRAZY DERE ; AN '  DEY SAY , AN '  AFTAH DEY RUN ' IM CRAZY IN 
DAT [HOLE ] ALIVE , WHY HE BEGINS TO EAT DAT HAIR. 

Why yo ' kin take a frog anywhere an ' he see somepin - roll a ball or • • •  
(JUST A L I TTLE BIT SLOWER . ) 

Yo ' kin take a frog an ' put ' im on 
shot ] .  He ' ll eat de shot fas t as yo ' 
spread in the South , though I did not 

(He what ? )  

de flo ' here an ' roll a b all  [ gunshell 
rolls it  to ' im .  [This b elief is wide
always record it . ]  

Yo ' kin take a frog an ' put ' im on yore flo ' dere , an ' yo ' roll dat ball -
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lit tle shot dere . Yo ' know , little ball , some kinda gunshell , any kind - yeah . 
He ' ll eat ' em fas t as yo ' gi t ' em to ' im dere . 

(Oh , I s ee - eating sho t . )  
Well ,  I done said , aftah yo ' git dat hair when dat sap begin to come down 

again in dat tree , yo ' undahs tan ' , to de epide�a of de tree here - dat epide� 
here . De epide�a is de outs ide linin ' of de tree here . [And the word epiderma 
is also rare in Hoodoo ! ]  He will go crazy . De  heat from dat sap will run ' im  
crazy an ' he eat dat hair . An ' when he eat dat hair , say yo ' will go [ crazy ] 
yours elf . 

(Which hole do you put him in? ) 
No , yo ' bo ' three into de tree wit a brace an ' bit . Dere yo ' are . Den yo ' 

hollah dem three out an ' into one dere . 
(Oh , these three holes you make into one . )  
Dere yo ' are . 
(And put the fro g into the one hole , and then you s top it up some way ? )  
Yes , stop i t  u p  dere wit a piece of galvanized tin here - see , put a p iece of 

galvanized tin ovah dat hole an ' s t op it  up . [ Richmond , Va . , (000) , 376 : 1+85 . ]  
6 202 . I t ' s  got ' a  b e  a lock of yore hair from de mole of de head , an ' dat must  

be buried in de highes t tree aroun ' in  dat vicinity . I t  have to b e  put  on a nail 

(11)  HIGHEST TREE - HAIR ABOUT NAIL 
DRIVEN INTO - AS SAP RISES 

or somepin dat it  could b e  driven in dat 
tree . An ' as de sap rises , yore mind 
will b egin to be  inflec ted [ afflicted ] . 
Any kin ' a tree , but it must  be  in a 

fores t like where dere ' s  a thickness ,  thickest  [not thicket , a growth of  small 
�rees ] - see , like a woods . An ' it got '  a be a t ime of year de sap is risin ' . 
[Richmond , Va . , (356 ) , 295 : 4+85 . ]  

6203 . Dey say if yo ' take it [hair ] outa de mole 
dey say .  Dey say yo ' get i t  from d e  centah , from de 

(12) HILLTOP TREE - GREEN - BORE HOLE - HAIR IN 
FILL WITH CEMENT OR MORTAR OR ANYTHING 

o f  yore head - dat ' s  what 
mole of yore haid yo ' call 
it . Yo ' pull it out until 
yo ' kin s ee dat little white . 
I t  looks lak de roo t o f  yore 
hair , yo ' see . An ' yo ' take 

it up on a hilltop an ' take a augah an ' bore a hole in a green tree . When yo ' 
bore dat out yo ' s tick dat [hair ] in dere an ' den take eithah cement or mortah 
or somepin an ' covah dat up in dere an ' dis person will always suf fah wi t de 
headache an ' have a wandahin ' mind . [Mob ile , Ala . , (650) , 841 : 4 . ] 

6 204 . [We mus t keep in mind that ho Z Zow tree in the following rite means 
.any degrees o f  hoZ Zowness : ]  

I heard a story from my mo ther and she said this lady ' s  daughter - there was 
.aother lady that was j ealous o f  this lady ' s  daughter b ecuz this lady ' s daughter 

(13)  HOLLOW TREE 
was smarter than her daughter . And they got s ome of the 
[smart ]  daughter ' s  hair and put it  in a hollow tree . And 
this  girl b egan to b e  funny and very queer , and nobody knew 

What the troub le was . So f inally they had a woman who was supposed to know same
thing about this cunj uration - a medium they called the lady - to tell them some
thing . And this medium told them to go to this tree and they ' d  find some of the 
&irl ' s hair there . And so they did . But of  course in the meantime the girl had 
lost her mind . It  set her crazy . She never recovered . [ Snow Hill , Md . , (86 ) , 
Yel� cy Z . � i tem No . 46 for first four Te Z .  ay Zs . This trick happened in Kansas 
City , Mo . ,  1916 . [The preceding note in i talics means that this rite is tab space 
W0 . 46 somewhere on the first four Te Zediphone cylinders recorded . Previous ly all 
cylinders had been Ediphone.  ] 

6205 . A pers on kin git holt of some of yore hair an ' quite natchul [ natural ] 
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yo ' take dat hair , yo ' see , t o  a ho Z lah tree , a tree ' s got a hollah in it , an ' 
dey buries dat hair in dat tree . Co ' se quite natchully [naturally ] , dey puts 
some more devi lment wit it an ' dat ' ll git chew tub goin '  - it j is '  gi t chure head 
tub hurt in ' . Prob ' ly it will git chew tub de place where yo ' can ' t stay no place 
long at de time . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1012) , 16 37 : 4 . ] 

6 206 . Dey kin run yo ' crazy wit yor e  hair . 
(How will they do i t ? ) 
Well , dey take yore hair an' stop it  up in a hollah tree , an ' as long as dat 

s toppah i s  in dat tree , well yo ' ll be crazy . Well , if dey wanta take it o ffa 
yo ' , dey kin go dere an ' take de stoppah outa de tree , an ' yore mind will come 
back to yo ' .  [Vicksburg , Miss . , (538) , 1008 : 9 . ] 

6 207 . Dey say dey ta� yore hair an ' s top it up in a tree , some kinda t ree 
dey finds in d e  woods - I  can ' t say it  right . I heard dat when I wuz a chi ld , 

but I remembah some por
(14) HOLLOW TREE - RED OAK - 9 STRANDS OF HAIR IN tion of  i t .  Dey take 

nine st rands of yore hair . 
Dey put it in a tree an ' stop i t  up . Dey s ay it ' ll run yo ' c razy . 

(Do you remember the name of the particular tree that they put it  in? ) 
No , ah - it ' s  a red oak. 
(Red oak? ) 
Red oak tree wit de hollah . 
(With a what? )  
With a hollah - hole in it . 
(Oh , there ' s a hole in i t .  I see . )  [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 31) , 1001 : 7 . ] 
6 208 . Ah have heard o f  when dey gi t holt of dis hair , dey kin take i t  an ' put 

it in a tree . Dat makes yo ' go crazy . 
(How do they put that in a tree ? ) 

(15 ) LIVE HAIR - LIVING TREE Take dat hair , live hair - dey have to git it 
outa yore head , yo ' know - an ' dey bo ' es a hole 

in dat livin ' tree an ' put dat hair in dere an ' peg i t . Dat ' s  whut dat i s . 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 8 5 ) , 1089 : 4 . ] 

6 209 . Or ei thah take yore hair an ' yo ' - lak yo ' comb yore haid . Dis hair 
dat done come out on de comb , yo ' kin take dat an '  roll it  up , git de augah an ' 
go wit dat to a live tree , put it  in de live tree an ' make yo ' a stoppah , lak a 
plug , an ' p lug dat hair in dat tree . An ' as dat tree grow , see dat hole will 
clo s e  up , an ' finally it ' ll grow ovah . Well , dat will run [ you] a [ as ]  crazy as 
a betsy bug. 

(Crazy as what ? )  
Crazy as a betsy bug. 
( Crazy as a b etsy bug? ) 
Yas suh .  [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . , ( 7 4 7 ) , 1016 : 7 . ] 
6 210 . Ah ' ve heard two things about it . Take de hair an ' bo ' a hole in a 

green tree an ' put de hair in dere an ' drive a green peg on de  hair . Dat ' ll make 
yo ' crazy . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1117 ) , 179 3 : 8 . ] 

( 1 6 )  LIVE TREE - GREEN TREE 6 211 . Or take yore hair out de haid an ' go tub 
a tre e ,  a green tree , an ' take yore knife an ' 

split a place in der e ,  an ' pack dat hair in de tree an ' s het  it  up an ' let de 
t ree grow on it . Yo ' ll go crazy . [ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 6 ) , 1611 : 3 . ] 

6 21 2 . I t  have been s aid dat , i f  yo ' t ake dat hair an ' take it to a tree , an ' 
bo ' a hole into de tree , into a green tree , an ' poke dat hair in dab an ' wedge it 
up , yo ' ll go contin ' ly [ continually ] wit a headache until yo ' die prob ' ly ,  or un
til de tree is cut away . Yo ' las t long as de tree , i t  have b een said . [ St .  
P etersburg , Fla . , (983) , 1591 : 14 . ] 
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6213 . Heard dey put things in de t ree , j es '  lak dey wanted tuh harm ' em or 
sech as runnin ' ' em crazy or sompin lak dat . Ah heard dat dey kin take yore hair 

an ' put a hole in de tree , an ' put chure hair 
(17) NAIL - HAIR - INTO TREE in dat tree an ' s top it up , or take a nail an ' 

punch i t  down - take a nail hole an ' punch it 
[hair]  down . Drive a nail down on it an ' nail it  in dere , an ' dat will run yo ' 
crazy . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 9 7 ) , 2666 : 7 . ]  

6 214 . Ah tell yo ' anothah thing dat ah have heard . Dey kin take yore hair 
an' run yo ' crazy . 

(How do they do that ? ) 
Well , dey claim dey kin take it an' wrap i t  [ about a nail ]  an ' nail  i t  up in a 

�ree , an ' aftah nailin ' it up , unless yo ' kin git i t  down some way , it  j is '  makes 
yo ' go nutsy-nuts . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 920) , 1486 : 14 . ] 

6215 . Dey kin take yore hair an '  yo ' kin use it in a tree - use yore hair in
to a tree an ' run yo ' crazy .  

(Row would they u s e  that into a tree ? )  
Jes ' have to  cut a hole unto i t  o r  eithah have t o  pull de bark up on de tree . 

�e de hair undahneat '  de tree [bark ]  an ' nail it back . An ' I ' ve found dat dis 
.tll run yo ' crazy . [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 656 : 1+85 . ]  

6216 . Dey say dat chew take de hair outa person ' s het [head ] an ' take it to 
a �ree an ' a eight-penny nail , an ' reach j es '  as high up dat tree as yo ' kin 

reach , an '  nail dat hair up in dat tree 
(18) NAIL AS HIGH AS YOU CAN REACH j es '  as high as yo ' kin , an ' den nail dat 

nail down an ' dat hair in dere . An ' says 
� will give yo ' de headache an ' yo ' would die . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1114) , 1786 : 1. ]  

6217 . Take de  hair an ' take a new nail an ' bore a ho le in de tree an ' drive 
•ea in dere . Dat ' s  de las t of  yo ' . 

(Well , did you put this hair in the hole? ) 
(19 ) NAIL - NEW Yeah . 

(What do they do with the nail then? ) 
IEive it  in behin ' de hair . [ S avannah , Ga . , (543) , 6 76 : 6+85 . ]  

6218 . Bo ' a hole in a tree wit a new auger an ' dey ' ll git a new s topper an ' 
.ail dat hair in de tree [with a new nail ] . Dey s ay dat ' ll run yo ' crazy .  

[Waycross , Ga . , (1102) , 
(2Q) NAIL NEW - AUGER NEW - STOPPER OR PEG NEW 17 7 6 : 1 . ] 

6 219 . Take fo ' s tran ' s o f  
� hair , yo ' understand , an' make a foldin ' plat outa it .  Aftah dey plat dat 

hair , dey take 
(21) NAIL NEW - PLAT 4 STRANDS OF HAIR - NORTH S IDE OF TREE a brand-new nail , 

a eight-peuny 
-.11. an '  carry i t  out in de woods an ' git on de north s ide of  a tree . You see , 
llle lllRTH SIDE OF A TREE HAS A HEAVY BARK on dat side . An ' take dat bark an '  j is '  
�y crack dat bark enough t o  put dat hair in dere , see . Wedge dat hair in 
�. An '  take dis eight-penny nai l an ' drive it in up to de eye [ of the nail ] . 
� suppos ed to kill yuh . [ INFORMANT DOES NOT KNOW THAT THE NORTH SIDE OF THE 
1IIB HERE HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE THICKNESS OF THE BARK . THE NORTH SIDE OF 
miHING, ESPECIALLY OF A CEMETERY , IS A VERY UNLUCKY PLACE . ] [New Orleans , La . , 
(1150) ,  1313 : 3 . ] 

6220. I f dey want s yuh tuh suffah or eithah wants yuh tub git well , dey takes 
... dey go tuh a oak tree an ' take some of yore hair or eithah yore name . Write 
S£ oa a piece of  pap ah an ' drive fo ' nails in dis tree halfway . An' take an ' 
�we dese fo ' nails in di s p iece of papah wit yore name in it halfway . 

�t do they do that for? ) 
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Dey do dat if  yo ' s sick an ' anyb ody harmin ' yo ' an ' yo ' wanta g� t well . Puts 
dese nails an ' dis name of yore in dere an ' drive dese fo ' nai ls in dere halfway 

( 2 2 )  NAILS 4 - DRIVEN INTO HAIR I N  TREE 
CAUSES HAIR OWNER TO SUFFER 
TO CURE - DRIVE 4 NAIL S THROUGH VICTIM' S 
NAME ON PAPER AGAINST ANY TREE 

in dis tree - dis oak tree or 
any kinda tree . [Here we have 
a general cure for ailments 
rather than a specific one for 
the tree spell only . The ail-
ing vic tim sacrifices hims elf 

to the sickness-harm causing spirit by o ffering this spirit his name , magically 
hi s person . However , the nails driven halfway into the name reveal a mock sacri
fice , a triak played agains t the t roub lesome spirit ,  always a simple-minded fel
low . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1402) , 2524 : 3 . ] 

6 221 . Why dey take yore hair , pin or needle points an ' bore a hole in any 
live green tree . A hole , an '  put i t  in dere an ' take a lighteP peg [ see lateP ] , 

( 23)  NEEDLE OR PIN POINTS - HAIR - HOLE 
GREEN TREE - LIGHTER PEG - FLUSH WITH TREE 

a wooden peg , an ' drive i t 
in dere as t ight as yo ' kin 

git it , an ' saw it off  right 
even wit de tree . Dey say 

dat p erson will go crazy . [The preceding lighteP , occurring many times in Hoodoo, 
is a st ick or piece of chopped wood from one of several pines us ed as a lighter 
for fires . If a pine is  rich in pitch , i t ' s  called a fat- lighter pine . ] [ St . 
Petersburg , Fla . , (1047 ) , 17 02 : 11 . ] 

6 222 . Yuh gi t hold of some of yuh hair an ' bore a hole in a tree wit a auger 
an ' put yuh hair up in dere . An ' dat ' ll kill yuh aftah nine days . Yuh ' re bound 

( 24 )  9 DAYS - DEAD AFTER - HAIR IN TREE 
tub die . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 6 ) , 
1579 : 10 � ]  
6 22 3 .  Wit chure hair - well , now , 

ah ' ll tell . Yuh wan t me tell yuh whut a person kin do wit chure hai r .  Ah t ell 
yuh whut a man could do wit 

( 25)  9 MORNINGS - KNOCK OR PEG - ONCE EACH DAY chure hair . He could take 
yuh hair an ' bo ' a hole in 

a tree wit a gimlet , an' s top it up in dere wit a peg an ' kill yuh by it . BUT 
IT TAKES A DIRTY SCOUNDREL TUH DO IT . But chew could knock dat nine mawnin ' s  
until yuh drive dat peg up j is '  as fur dem nine mawnin ' s ,  de peg in de tree wit 
a gimle t .  An ' yuh kill a man by it . BUT IT TAKES A DIRTY PERSON TUH DO DAT . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1208 ) , 206 2 : 1 . ] 

6 224 . Ah t ell y o '  j is '  how dey do dat .  All right , dey will s teal yuh hair 
eithah parts  of  yuh body wherevah hair grow at . Dey kin take it  an ' ball it up 
tight , an ' take a small nail  an ' carry it tub a tree , an ' cut a li ttle hole into 
de t ree , an ' drive it j is '  as fur in dere as dey kin . An ' den dey go back an ' 
drive dat hair fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' den yuh ' s done gone crazy . Dat ' s de way 
dey drive yuh crazy , s ee .  

(They go b ack there each morning and hit that nail? ) 
Nine mawnin ' s . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1252) , 2124 : 5 . ] 
6 2 25 . I heard ' em s ay yo ' take a auger an ' go tub a tree an ' bo ' a hole in 

it . Den yo ' kin take de hair - t ake de pieces of dere dress or dey shirt or dey 
clothes , whut d ey wears , an ' de bands out der e  hat [ auto horn ] or anythin ' lak 
dat - somep in dat dey use .  An' take an ' put it  in dat tree - in dat place where 
yo ' bo ' d  out . An' take an ' git  chew a sharp peg - a [ pine ]  lighter peg whut 
won ' t rot , an ' drive it  up j is '  as hard as yo ' kin drive . Dey kin go out dere 
fo ' nine mawnin' s  yo ' know an ' j is '  knock it  - take a hammah an ' hit it one 
time . Do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Say dat ' ll run a person crazy . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , 
{1148 ) , 187 1 : 9 . ]  
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6226 . Now a person kin take yore hair out of  yore haid an ' dey kin go tuh a 
tree an ' cut a hole outa dat tree an ' den put chure hair inside dat tree on de 

quartah of de moon [see 
(26) 9 MORNINGS - 1st QUARTER OF MOON - DRIVE PEG later ] an ' after dey put 

chure hair in dat tree -
4ey puts a peg in dat tree [ hole]  an ' dey drive da t peg fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  See 
evah mawnin' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  dey go out an ' hit it  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Now , 
dat peg , aftah dat peg b e  tapped fo ' de nine mawnin ' s ,  dat ' s  fo ' tuh run yo ' 
crazy . Dat ' s  tuh run yo ' outa yore senses . Yo ' don ' t have no senses atall -
yo '  be stone crazy . 

CWhat do you mean , the quarter of the moon? ) 
Jis ' lak when de moon firs ' came out . Dat ' s  whut ah call quar tah , when it 

firs ' come out . 
[PRESUMABLY THE VICTIM WILL SWELL UP WITH THE MOON , THEN BEGIN TO PALE AWAY 

1llTH THE MOON , AND FINALLY DISAPPEAR WITH THE MOON . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1143) , 
U60 : 5 . ] 

6227 . I ' ve heard my mother say , i f  you want to do anything to anyone , get a 
piece of  their hair and carry it  to the north side o f  a tree , put the hair 
..-Ins t the nail , and drive the nail for nine mornings . That ' ll kill them .  

(27 ) 9 MORNINGS - NORTH S IDE OF TREE - TAP NAIL OR PEG 
[ Fredericksburg , Va . , 
( 5 3 ) , Ediphone . ]  
6228 . They take the 

'-ir from the top of your head and b ore a hole in the north side of an oak tree 
a.d p lug it up , drive a nail in the hole . And they go back every day for nine 
..,. and tap the nail , and the las t day they drive it in as far as they can . Then 
� claim you die . [New York City , ( informant born and grew up in Alb ermale Co . ,  
Ya. ) ,  by hand . 1 

6 229 . Ah ' ve heard about de hair , two dif f ' ren ' things . 
De hair out de haid , take dat hair an ' put it in a papah , an ' nailin ' it tuh 

.e no ' th s ide o f  a tree , an ' attendin ' it - go tuh it , say nine t imes , once a 
�- Go tuh dat hair an ' j is '  put ' is han ' on it  lak dat , an ' dat ' s  de way yo ' 

git results . 
(28) 9 DAYS - NORTH SIDE OF TREE 

HAND ON ENCLOSED HAIR 
(You j ust nail it  up on the tree? ) 
Yessuh ,  on de no ' th side . 
(And you go there once a day for nine days 

... j us t  put your hand on it . That is  all you have to do ? )  
Bat ' s  so  i f  anybody would mes s  wit it . Yo ' put it dere purposely . 
�ell , what is that supposed to do to you? ) 
Yell , it supposed tuh aarry yo ' down. [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1393) , 2503 : 7 . ]  
6230 . If dey git hold-a some-a yuh hair outa yuh head , or prob ' ly from any-

� about chew where dey could gi t hair - from undah yuh arms , maybe yuh pri

(29) 9 DAYS - 6 TO 9AM - 1 LICK ON HAIR AND TURPENTINE 
IN TREE - HEADACHE WORSE DAILY - MINDLES S  9TH DAY 

vate or somewhere . 
Yuh kin take dat 
hair an ' go tuh a 
tree , an ' yuh kin 

�· a hole right in dat tree . S ee ,  say fer ins tance deep enough , say fo ' or five 
t.ches deep on de north s ide o f  dat tree . An ' git yuh a peg j is '  tuh fit dat 
lm!e .  Yuh put turpentine on dat hair an ' put it in dat ho le . An ' take dat peg 
... drive it on dat an ' leave ' bout nine licks tuh covah dat peg up . An ' go 
� evah mawnin ' between six an ' nine a ' clock an ' give one lick on dat peg . De 
first mawnin ' yuh start , dey s tarts wit a headache an ' fin ' ly - evah mawnin ' he 
_. dere an' hit it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' evah mawnin ' yuh hit it , yuh git wuce 
1-arse ]  an ' wuce wit dat headache . Hit go t so severe sometime - de las t mawnin ' 
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he hit it , yuh mind will leave yuh . Yuh supposed tub die , CUZ HE DRIVE YUH UP 
IN OAT TREE AN '  YUH DON ' T  KNOW WHERE IT IS , AN '  IT ' S  GONE , AN '  YUH GROWS INTUH 
DAT SAP [hair grows in tree , see No . 5804f . ] .  [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 56 ) , 1033 . ] 

( 30)  9 MORNINGS - 9 NOTCHES ON PEG - NOTCH DAILY 
6231 . Co ' se ah didn ' t do 
it mahself , but ah seed a 
woman doin ' it . She ' d  

taken ano thah woman ' s  hair an ' bo ' d  
She cut nine no tches on a s tick an ' 
i t  down a notch fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

a hole in a tree an ' she put i t  in dere . 
evah mawnin ' she go dere an ' , yo ' know , nail 

(What happened? )  
Well , d e  woman she went crazy . [Waycross , Ga . , 

( 31)  9 MORNINGS - SHOOT STOPPED UP HAIR IN TREE 

dere , an ' go dere an ' shoot nine mawnin ' s .  Why yo ' 
dey got  chure hair s topped up in i t .  

(That will kill you? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1490) • 2661 : 13 . ] 

( 1127 ) , 1832 : 15 . ] 
6 232 . Dey kin git some o f  
yuh hair an ' bo ' a hol e  in 
a tree , an ' stop it  up in 

daid ! Shoot dat hole where 

6 233 . Dey could git chure hair an '  go tub a hole , if  dey wanted tub run yuh 
crazy . Go tub a hole of  a tree an ' - bo ' a hole in a tree an '  put de hair in i t .  

( 32 ) 9 MORNINGS - HAIR AND URINE IN TREE - HIT 
An '  git some of yuh nurinate 
whut chew done , an ' put in 
dat hole an ' stick a peg in 

dere . An' drive dat peg fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' if yo ' didn ' t go crazy , dey say 
i t  would kill yuh . [Waycross , Ga . , (1066) , 1724 : 11 . ] 

6 234 . Dey take a lock of  yuh hair an '  go tuh de west s ide o f  a tree , see . 
An ' dey take a augah an ' bo ' a hole , j is '  a litt le tiny hole in dere - say a 

(33)  9 MORNINGS - HAIR - RED FLANNEL - IN HOLE 
WEST S IDE OF TREE - NAIL - HIT DAILY 

quartah inch augah . An '  
bore it  about half-a inch 
an ' take dat hair , an ' have 
i t  wropp ed up in a piece o f  

red flannel , an ' put i t  in dat hole . Take a eight o r  t en-penny galvaniz ed nail 
an ' place it right by dat hole , j is '  about a quartah of a inch , sompin sim ' lah 
[ s imilar ] tub dat . An ' fer nine mawnin' s dey go an ' hit on dat nail . An '  dat 
will - it won ' t kill yuh but it will run yuh crazy . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (588) , 

( 34)  9 DAYS - AT SUNRISE - KNOCK 3 IMMEDIATE TIMES DAILY 
NAIL HOLDING ON EAST SIDE OF TREE - HAIR WRAPPED 
AWAY FROM YOU WITH THREAD - AFTER THE SE 27 KNOCKS 
HIT NAIL 9 TIMES INTO TREE - CURSE AT EACH HIT 

7 53 : 5 . ] 
6 235 . (Well , you 
tell me . )  
Well , they say , 
that you kin cut 
a piece of ha ' h  

out de top of  de haid here . Den wrap it , wrap it  from them to the end of  this 
ha ' r . 

(Wrap it from them? ) 
Wrap it from them. 
(Away f rom them? ) 
From them. 
(Yes . )  
An ' they leave a piece open here . 
(Well , what do they wrap i t  around ? )  
Well , they would wrap i t  with thread - with a piece o f  thread . 
(Oh , they t ake this bunch o f  hair and they take a p iece o f  thread and they 

wrap away from them - they wrap this thread around that hair , away from them. ) 
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From them , an' they puts - leaves a place big enough to put a nail through it . 
(I see , right through the [wrapped ] thread ? ) 
Through de ha ' h . 
(Through the hair . I s ee . ) 
Then you s ee , each wrap here an ' there holds de thread - hold de ha ' h  here an '  

bold it here [ demons trates ] . 
(Yes - oh , you put two wrappings around that ? )  
No , you wrap i t  like an ' then yo ' skip . 
(Oh , you wrap and as you wrap , you leave a certain space . )  
Yo ' leave a skip j es '  one place - big enough to put a nail in there . 
(Skip r ight in the middle , I see . )  
Well now , they wrap i t  from here to there , then they skip ovah there , then 

tbey come down an ' wrap chere . Then they LEAVE THEM ENDS SWINGING an ' leave yore 
aa' h in de middle of i t . Take dat ha ' h  an ' go to some place , some country p lace 
_.ere de sun - to  a big o le tree an ' drive that nail through de ha ' h ,  an ' says 
tbey leaves that de same , an ' they goes there evah mawnin ' fer nine days an '  
kaock on dat nail . 

(Jus t once? )  
Bo , s ir ,  knock three knocks , they say ,  on that nail evah mawnin ' fer nine days  

at: sunrise . 
(At sunrise . )  
Then they - they knock it evah mawnin ' till they git that nail - git that nail 

� de haid , then they knocks it nine time s , they say , an ' evah t ime they knock it 
tbey makes a oath . Well , then that nail is gone into de hai r . Then THEY LEAVES 
tr SWINGIN ' an ' they say ,  so long as that nail is there an ' de ha ' h  is there , yo ' 
co..ence to sufferin ' wit de haid . An ' yo ' suffer wit de haid until yo ' gone 
ca.plete crazy . Well , i t ' s  nobody to know but them that done it . That ' s  one 
�-

(I see . Now , j us t  one moment .  You go there nine mornings a t  sunrise and each 
�ng you knock three t imes , and the las t morning you knock nine times 1 )  

Nine t imes . 
(The las t morning? ) 
That ' s  de las t  knock . 
(And you knock it  all the way i n . ) [Richmond , Va . , (428 ) , 379 : 3 . ] 
6236 . [ I  know ] cons tantly f rom my own exp erience , that you could take your 

'-ir from de mole of your head and nine ten-penny nails , you see . 

(35) 9TH HOUR - 9TH MONTH - 9 NAILS 
LIGHTNING-STRUCK TREE - NAIL WITH A CURSE 

(Nine ten-penny nails ? )  
Yes , an ' evahthin ' i s  done 
in d e  ninth hour , an ' nail 
it  in de tree , undahstan ' .  

&ell, an '  ins ide o f  de nine months , you ' ll be b eyond medical aid ; the doctor 
caaldn ' t  bring you back to your recollec t ion. You ' ll lose your mind . And if 
�t: stays there , you see , i t  will rot ten away and s o  will you die . 

(I see . Well now , in this hair with those nails , you ge t this  hair and then 
� do you do?  Wi th those nails then? ) 

Suppose to use only nine [ ten ] p enny nails . No other nails will do . 
fWhat do you do wi th them? I mean , how is that hair fixed with these nails 

you spoke o f ?  What is done wi th them then? ) 
You wrap s it  around there , 
(You wrap this hair around thes e nails ? )  
Around de nails , each nail . You takes a portion o f  de hair , but from de mo le 

of your head you s ee .  An' you nails ' em in this tree . 
(You mean , you wrap it around each · nail ? ) 
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Yes , wi th nine [ ten] p enny nails , you see . An ' you see ,  when you nail ' em in 
de tree , you nail ' em wit a curse word . 

(You nail  all these nine nails in at once? ) 
Yes - no , you nail ' em one by one . 
(But all the same day? ) 
Yes , at de ninth hour ; if  it  tis ' n  at de ninth hour in de mawnin ' ,  it  is de 

ninth hour at night . An' you nail ' em wit a curse word . They says de blackest 
things they can about chah . 

(You put these nine nails . You put them all in there on one morning , one 
right af ter the o ther , all in the tree? ) 

Yes .  
(Any particular tree or any sort o f  a tree? ) 
Any sort of  tree , but you try to git a tree that is not dying - you know , a 

half-dead tree . You see some of those trees that have leaves on one side and 
the one s ide it ' s like lightnen or thunderin ' had done strucken it . Well , that 
will soon rot away , you see . Well , that ' s de side you ' ll choose to nail those 
nails , so that i t ' ll soon rot away . [Richmond , Va . 1 (431) , 384 : 5+7 . ] 

6 237 . Well , yo ' kin take de hair out de comb if yo ' cain ' t git it  no o·thah 
way , an '  yo ' kin go to a tree , a green tree , an ' bo ' a hole in dere an ' s top dat 

( 36 ) SAP - LIVE TREE NEEDED TO HARM HAIR 
hair up in dat ho le when dat tree 
is yet alive an ' de germ [ sap ]  is 
passin '  in dere up an ' down , an ' 

dat will run dat individual crazy . 
[Memphis ,  Tenn. , (1542) , 2788 : 6 . ] 

Dere no air kin git in dere wit dat hair . 

6 238 . They kin take your hair from out of  your 
pinch , two or three grains ; that is , i f  they wanta 

temple . See , j is '  a small 
do you harm - make you s ick , 

headache all de time . 
( 3 7 )  SAP BEFORE IT RISE S - HAIR FROM TEMPLES USED 

it in there an ' plug it up right tight . You ' ll have 
s oon afterwards . [Norfolk , Va . ,  (47 3) ,  485 : 2 . ] 

An ' bore a hole in a tree 
befo ' de sap rise , an ' put 

a headache an ' die p urtty 

6 239 . They say you can meet people that go deep into that [work you inquiring 
about ] and involve their whole mind in it . They supposed to can get contact with 
Satan at the cros sroads , but the words  that they say in certain ceremonies they 
go through wi th , well I don ' t know that part of i t .  

[At this  point I probably ask how I could protect myself against evil work . ] 
There are several things you could do to pro tect yourself , but in protecting 

yourself you sometimes have to hurt the other par ty . Now , if a person is going 

(38)  SAP BEFORE IT RISES - LEFT TEMPLE HAIR 
SALT - PEPPER - FOLDED WITH NAME ON NEW PAPER 
NAIL AS HIGH AS CAN REACH UP TREE TRUNK 

to get , say HOODOOING 
me , well he ' s  got to 
make me lose my mind if 
he possibly can . Well , 
I can go to another per

son [ fortuneteller , roo tworker , hoodoo ] and I can find out that he ' s  trying to 
make me lose my mind . Well , I can make him lose his mind before he can make me 
lose mine , as my only means of protect ion in that case . Now nat chly [ naturally] 
I ' m an enemy to this person and I can ' t get up close to them myself , but if it ' s 
a man I can put some woman up to stay with him all night and ge t j us t  a teeny bit 
of his hair on the left-hand side of the temple , on the left temple .  And we take 
that hair and write his name on a new piece of paper , and we put that hair with 
salt and pepper in that paper , and we fold it very t ight . Then we go to the woods 
at the beginning of spring and we bore a hole in a tree , and we take a hammer and 
nail , and we nail that piece of paper j ust  as far up in the tree as we can - up to 
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the eud of the nail . AND THE IDEA I S , WHEN THE SAP RISES THIS PERSOH VILL BEGIN 
l'O LOSE THEIR MIND WHEN IT REACHES THAT PAPER , AND WHEN IT GOES COMPLETELY UP TO 
mE TOP OF THE TREE , THEIR LIVES WILL HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY LOST ; AND WHEN DE FALL 
CDHES AND THE SAP GOE S DOWN , THEY DIE . [Memphis , Tenn . , (973) , 1574 : 4 . ] 

6 240 . One woman said once dat chew bo ' a hole in a tree on de no ' th side , a 
red oak tree , scrap e  de bark o f f .  An ' scrape o f f  d e  first bark an ' den scrape 

off de s econd 
(39) S CRAPING BARK - NORTH S IDE - OAK TREE - BIRD FEATHER bark , an ' den bo ' 

dat hole in de 
.a ' th s ide of a tree .  Dat ' s fo ' de hair . An ' d ey take yore hair an ' a b ird 
feathah , sompin wild feather , lak birds are wild things , an ' fix wit it an ' s top 
lt up in dere . Say dat will run yo ' crazy . Dat ' s  whut ah heard . [Memphis , 
Yean. , (1549) , 2815 : 5 . ] 

6241 . An ' dey take yore hair 
cr.azy anothah way . Dey kin take 

of ano thah way now. Take yore hair an' run yo ' 
it  an ' put i t  in a green tree , oak tree , an ' 

(40) SLICING BARK UPWARDS - GREEN T REE - OAK - HAIR GROWS 
make a slice up . 
A green growin ' 
tree . Put de 

'-lr in dere an ' see ,  it close back on de hair .  Why yo ' soon go crazy an ' dere 
aio' t no cure fo ' yo ' , 

(Go to a small growing t ree and put your hair in there . And when that tree 
crows together again? ) 

Yeah , de tree grows up , why de hair  grows 
'-ir growing though separated from body , see 

in dere , why yo ' go crazy . [ For 
No . 5804 f . ]  [ Waycros s , Ga . , (1168 ) , 

19 74 : 3 . ] 
(41) SPLITTING - MAGI C RITE - PERSIMMON TREE 6 24 2 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s 

hair - [ even] a lit tle hair out 
._ comb - an ' take i t  an ' go to a ' s immon tree an ' split  i t .  Take yore knife an ' 
8p1it it d own a lit tle b it an ' put dat hair in dat t ree an ' dey ' ll nevah part -
�' 11 nevah go from yo ' unt il dat tree rot down . 

(Now , I would take some woman ' s  hair and put it in there . Jus t her hair 
aloae? ) 

Yassuh , j is '  ' er hair alone . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1110) , 178 3 : 3 . ] 
6243. [This split limb rite is s imilar to those under the preceding margin 

tlt.les STICK .  ] 
Bow ah here ' d [heard ] dat dey take yore hair an ' go tub a tre e . Take a limb 

.tf de tree an ' sp lit dat tree limb , take yore hair an ' put it  down in dere , 

(42) CUT LIMB FROM TREE - SPLIT LIMB 
TIE UP HAIR IN SPLIT - CARRY 

bind it up . Dat run yo ' crazy . 
(Bind up what ? )  
Yore hair . 
(What are you b inding up , the tree or 
the s tick you cut off? ) 
Take yore tree an ' cut it of f an ' spli t 

.a tree . Put chure [ hair ] down lengthways an ' wrap dat up . Dey kin run yo ' 
crazy . 

(You are cutt ing of f a litt le tree . What are you sp lit ting? This tree or the 
JJ.b you cut o f f  from the tree? ) 

De limb yo ' cut o f f  de tree . 
(Then you t ie up a limb , then . I wanted to find out whether you t ied up the 

czee or tied up the limb . )  
De limb . All right . 
Take de hair again an '  put it in de same thing . 
{Vait a minute ! Tell me the whole thing now. ) 
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Take yore hair right on an ' de limb lak ah ' fore said , [ =  I before said or I 
aforesaid ] .  Yo ' take yore hair , an ' a limb off  de tree . Split it an '  put chure 
hair down in dere . Wrap dat up . Yo ' to te dat in yore pocket . Dat run yo ' 
crazy - don ' t have , yo ' know , no mind . 

(You either keep that stick in your pocket or what else do you do with it ? 
What do you do with it  in the firs t place - the first s tory you told me? ) 

[WHAT LOOKS LIKE MY STUPID QUESTIONS ABOUT SOMETHING SELF-EVIDENT I S  NOW EX
PLAINED . INFORMANT HAD GIVEN THIS RITE OR A PART OF IT BEFORE I TURNED ON RE
CORDING MACHINE . REPETITION AS USUAL OMITS SOME OF THE DETAILS AND CLARITY . ]  

Yo ' take dat an ' tote it in yore pocket . Don ' t  do nuthin wit it but j is '  tote 
it in yore pocket . 

(What do you do with it the second time then? ) 
All right , de second time yo ' take de same ' mount o f  stuff , go tuh a stream 

of  watah an ' take an ' throw i t  in de watah . An '  as it goes up de [ tidal ] stream 
or down de s tream - which ways it may go - den yo ' ll follah , den yore mind will 
be  j is '  lak dat watah runnin ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (1169) , 1975 : 8 . ] 

6 244 . They take your hair an ' pluggin' it up in de sunny side of a tree 
then your haid begin tuh ache . When de sun rises , your haid begin tuh ache 

ache till de sun go down . [Princes s 
( 4 3 )  SUNNY SIDE OF TREE - HAIR IN Md . , (132) , 47 : 1 . ] 

an ' 
an ' 
Anne, 

put it on de sunny side o f  de tre e .  
of  d e  tree , put it i n  dere .  

6 245 . Yo '  could take de hair ag ' in an ' 
Ah mean where de sun would rise on dis side 

(How would you put it in the tree? ) 
Well , yo ' cut a hole an ' yo ' place . it in de tree . An ' den yo ' put it in dere , 

yo ' see , an ' den yo ' close i t  back up , see . Hit would run ' em  crazy . [ Florence , 
S .  Car . , ( 13lla) , 2224 : 8 . ] 

6 246 . Dey kin take yuh hair an ' bury it , yuh 
Dey ' ll bury it wit de s ame hot s tuff, gunpowder , 

see , an '  dat ' ll run yuh crazy . 
red peppah . Dat ' s  when dey 

wan ' a run yuh crazy . An '  
dey ' ll take dat wasp nes tes . 
Yuh know de wasp look lak 

(44 )  SUNNY S IDE OF TREE - HAIR IN WITH GUNPOWDER 
HOT STUFF - RED PEPPER - MUD-DAUBER NEST 

dey goin ' fly at chew an ' 
goin ' s ting yuh . Yo ' ll take de wasp nestses an ' take dat [wasp ] powdah . Take 
de� litt le waspses outa de nest  an ' takes de dirt an ' dey makes a little powdah . 
Dey makes a little powdah wit dat an ' dey ' ll go tuh work an ' dey ' ll • • • •  Whut did 
yuh as t me? Uh-huh , yuh hair . An ' dey ' ll take dat hair an ' dey ' ll put all dat 
togethah an ' dey ' ll bury i t , or eithah put it  in [a tree ] , Dey ' ll go in de woods 
somewhere an '  dey ' ll put it in a tree toward de sunrise , an ' yo ' ll always have 
achin' s an ' achin' s  in yore haid an ' be crazy . [Algiers , L a . , (1602 or 1603) , 
3024 : 2 . ] 

6 247 . I ' ve heard 
head an ' takin ' nine 

' em speak about ' em  cuttin '  hair out de mole [mold ] of de 
nails , nine new nails , an ' care-in ' [ carrying ] it  tuh de 

(45)  SUNNY S IDE OF TREE 
HAIR DRIVEN IN - 9 NEW NAIL S - 9 MORNINGS 

sunny side of a tree - I ' ve 
heard o f  dat - an ' drivin ' 
it in. Drive these nails in 
dis tree . An ' I hear ' em  say 

dey go nine mawnin ' s an ' drive these nails in de tree [ one each morning ] , at de 
las t mawnin ' dey said then you ' d pine away , yo ' know . Yo ' don ' t die right at 
once .  Dey s top this hair up in dis hole an ' put de nail in de hole . [ Baltimore , 
Md . ,  (143 , from Anne Arundel Co . , Md . ) ,  45 : 4 . ] 

6 248 . They run yuh crazy . 
(How do they do that ? ) 
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They take a tree - they take de sunny side of de tree , when de sun rises on 
de tree , makes a hole wit a auger , den put dat hair in dere . Den take a ten

penny nai l , yuh got ' a  have 
(46 )  SUNRI SE - BORE HOLE IN TREE AT - HAIR IN a ten-penny nail , den put 

dat hair in dere an' drive 
dat nail in dere . An ' aftah de ba ' k  [bark ]  b egins tuh grow dere ag ' in , de weak

ah yuh gi t an ' craz iah [ crazier ] and foolishah . Dat caus es yuh tuh b e  foolish , 

dat makes yuh lose yuh mind . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (815) , 1150 : 2 . ] 
6249 . Anothah way - yuh kin take a woman' s hair , if yuh want s  tuh git in love 

wit ' er . Jis ' take ' er hair an ' j is '  take yuh a augah , an '  j is ' go  tuh a tree 
jis ' at s unrise , an' bo ' yo ' a hole in dere an ' put it  in dere , an ' j is '  take yuh 
a peg an ' j is '  push i t  right in dat hole in b ehin ' i t . An ' j is '  long as it stay 
dere evahthin ' is okay . 

(That will make her love you? ) 
Yes s ir ,  yuh holdin ' ' er dere . But if  yuh put [pul l ]  it  out why it ' s  all ovah . 

law ah know dat tuh be pos itive [ fact ] .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1186 ) , 19 99 : 8 . ] 

(47 ) SUNSET OR WEST S IDE - OAK TREE - HAIR IN 
6250 . Take dey hair an ' go tuh 
a oak tree on de wes t  s ide , an ' 
b o ' yuh a hole in dere , an ' put 

dat hair in d ere , an ' aftah s o  long a time dat person will go crazy . 
(This person ' s hair . )  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (954) , 1539 : 23 , ] 
6251 . Dey take de hair an ' go tuh de sundown s ide of a sweet gum tree . Go 

ovah dere an ' dey ' l l put [ that ] hair wi t some graveyard dirt on tuh it . An ' den 

(48) SUNSET SIDE - SWEET GUM TREE 
HOLE - HAIR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
9 DAYS - 9 LICKS ON PEG 

dey ' d  have a augah an ' bo ' a hole in 
dat tree , an ' have a peg de same s ize 
de augah , yuh know , an ' drive it in 
dere . Tap i t - go t ' a  hit a lick evah 
day nine days , de ninth day yuh go in ' 

drive it  all de way down - way down , way down . Dat ' s when dey los e dere mind . 
[Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 518 , Doctor Nelson , see p . 2260) , 608 : 2 . ] 

(49 ) SUNDOWN SIDE - GREEN TREE - BOTTLED HAIR BURIED 
6252 . Ef dey kin gi t 

de hair from de mole 
of  yore haid , an ' take 

an '  put i t  into a b o t t le , an' bury it  b eside de green tree where de sun die - de 
side of de t ree where de sundOwn - an ' yo ' b ecome to lo s in '  yore mind . [Jackson-

ville , Fla . , ( 61 7 ) , 791 : 6+85 . ]  
(50) SWAMP - TREE IN A 6253 . Well , anyone git holt of yuh hair , why dey kin 

take yuh hair an ' dey kin go in de swamp tuh some tree 
anothah [ or  other ] . An ' take a augah an ' b o ' a hole in de t r ee , an ' put yuh hair 
� dere an ' put a plug back in dat tree . Yuh ' ll go crazy . [ New Orleans , La . , 

(51) SWINGING OR HANGING HAIR IN TREE FOR WIND 
( 837 ) t 1258 : 6 . 1 
6254 . I knew a girl . She wuz 
goin '  wit a boy an '  dis othah 

airl wuz goin ' wi t ' im too . An ' she didn ' t  like it . So she says she got some dis 
prl ' s hair ,  see an ' climbed a tree an ' tied it on a limb . When de wind blow like 
.. t [demonstrat es ] .  

(Swinging the hair back and forth . ) 
Dis girl j i s '  finally left town . Den she ' s c razy too , she ain' t got good mind . 

(aicbmond , Va . , (374 ) , 31 9 : 2 . ] 
6255 . (What can they do with my hair ? )  
Yell , I hear ' em say dey take yuh hair an ' dey take i t  an' put it in de heart 

.t a tree , an ' d ey say it runs yuh crazy . 
(Is that all you have to do ? )  
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[ Informant misunders tands and gives ano ther rite . ] 
Hang it  up in a tree , yuh know , an ' dey s ay dat runs yuh crazy . 
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . ,  (826) , 1205 : 6 . ] 
6 256 . Dey would take de hair out de mole [mold ]  of yuh haid an ' go hang it 

in a t ree an ' yuh ' d go , an ' as yo ' d  go • • • •  [New Orleans , La . ,  (1558) , 2 8 3 7 : 1 . ] 
6257 . Take a person ' s hair an ' gi t one dem green gourds . DID CHEW EVAH SEE 

A GOURD GROW? Cut a p lace out an ' -take de hair an '  place i t  in dat gourd , an '  
put dat gourd b ack tuhge thah an ' hang i t  up . Dat will make a fellah go crazy . 

(Where do you hang it ? )  
(52)  WINDBLOWN IN  TREE - HAIR IN GOURD Up in a tree , yes suh .  When de weath

ah is calm , well o f  co ' se dey won ' t 
rage much , 
crazy .  No 
2 7 9 3 : 8 . ] 

but any time dere ' s  a wind b lowin ' , why dey have de fits . Dey j es '  
les s  den a green gourd [will do thi s ] .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1543) , 

6258 . Yuh wanta put ' em in de road - ' cordin ' tub how yuh want it . I f  yuh 
want ' em tuh s tay home , yuh bury i t .  

[Here , having heard buried haiP so often , I turned o f f  recording machine ; but 
informant continuing with something about fiPst haiP, I restarted machine . ] 

(53)  WIND BLOWS HAIR IN TIN CAN ON TREE 
(Whe re do you take the firs t hai r ? )  
Git i t  from undah yo ' arm , undah yuh 
lef ' arm . Yuh put it  in a t in can 

an '  s crew it  tight . Hang it up in a gum tree an ' evah time de wind blows an '  blow 
it  aroun ' lak dat , an ' when dat string pop loose an ' it fall , den yuh gone . 
[ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1370) , 242 7 : 4 . ] 

6 259 . But dis s tory says , if ah hate chew , envy yuh an '  ah wanta git rid of  
yuh , ah git  a s tran ' o f hair outa yuh haid . Put it in de feathah of a buzzard , 
wrahp i t  wit a wire an ' ' tach it  to a dead tree . An '  as de wind blows an ' de 
feathah waves wit dat stran ' of hair , yuh mind will wandah . An '  yuh ' ll go wit 

it . 
(54)  QUILL OF BUZZARD FEATHER SPLIT - HAIR INSERTED 

WRAPPED WITH WIRE - IN TREE FOR WIND TO BLOW 
(Well now , how do they 
put tha t hair in this 
feather ? )  

Jis ' split de feathah , de s tem o f  de feathah . 
splitting s tick or tree limb , Nos . 6243 ,  6 242 , 

(Ins ide of  the quill? ) 

Put i t  in dere an ' wrahp it . [ See 
6158 , 6157 , 6156 . ] 

Yeah sir , dat ' s  it zackly [ exac tly ] . An' dey says , as dat wavahs in de wind , 
yuh mind go es lak dat - yuh wandah . [ S t . Petersburg ,  Fla . , (989 ) , 1595 : 8 . ] 

6 260 . [To swing , ei ther ones elf or something else , can be a magic rite . ] 
An ' anothah way yo ' kin git  ' er ,  i f  yo ' kin j es ' git three s t ran ' s o f  ' er 

hair from de mole of  ' er haid an ' s t ick it into a cologne bottle an ' let it s tay 

(55)  SWING - TO BE BLOWN BY WIND 
3 STRANDS OF HAIR - IN COLOGNE BOTTLE 
TIED TO POLE OR TREE 
OVERHANGING SWIFT RUNNING WATER 

dere . Don ' t airtight it , j es ' 
let it  stay dere , j es '  so dat 
it , yo ' know , kin be a li ' l  b i t  
o f  a i r  gittin ' to it all de t ime .  
She ' ll love yo ' right out . But 
if yo ' wanta qui t ' er an ' don ' 

want ' er be worrying aftah yo ' an ' follahin ' aftah yo ' ,  de way fo ' yo ' tub do . 
Yo ' carry dat hair down tub a s tream o f  watah , where de watah runnin ' swi f t ; an ' 
tie it  an ' let it swing dere . An '  long as dat hair swing dere , she ' ll swing ' way 
from yo ' . She won ' gi ' [ give ] yo ' no trouble . Yo ' kin go wit whoevah yo ' want 
an ' she won ' say a harmin ' word ' gins t yo ' - have nuthin tuh say ' gins t yo ' .  
[P lease not ice the . man ' s Chris t ian act of  leaving the bot tle open so that the 

woman would no t suffocate or lose her mind ! ] [This b elief could also have been 
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placed under the hair and running water rites given later . ] [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car .  , (1438)  , 2605 : 4 .  ] 

6261 . Dey ' ll f ool roun ' an ' soon git 
of yore hai r .  Git dat hair an ' put nine 

a scissor [ or ]  somepin an ' cut off  some 
pins wi t i t  an ' some graveyard dirt an '  

(56 ) TREE , HANG IN : HAIR - 9 P INS - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
LOSE MIND IN 9 DAY S  - CURE WITH ROSEWATER AND 
SALT ON HEAD AT NIGHT - OR YOUR URINE AND SALT 
ON YOUR HEAD AT NIGHT MAKES HAIR FALL FROM TREE 

hang i t  up in a tree . 
An ' in nine days , eight 
or nine days , yo ' loses 
yore mind . Well , dere ' s 
a way tuh s top dat , ef 
dey git it  [ your hair ] 

aa '  yo ' ketch de idea dat dey got it  [your hair ] befo ' i t ' s too late , or aftah yo ' 
80 to de [doato� ] an ' b ring yo ' back [ how to cure yourself ] .  Yo ' kin go tuh de 
�g store an ' buy dis ole rose watah an ' mastah dat �ose watah. 

(How do you mean mas te� i t ? ) 
Yo ' kin go tuh de drug s tore an ' buy yo ' some old rose watah - smells good -

... yo ' mastah i t .  [Mix it  with ] a quart o f  watah an ' a t easpoonful of  table 
salt . An ' yo ' use dat on yore head an ' at nighttime . I f  yo ' don ' t want ' a  do 
.. t. yo ' kin git chew somepin on yo ' dat chew kin do without buyin ' . Well , yo ' 
-.£ah [urine ] penetrates through yo ' , yo ' know . Well , YO ' TAKE A PINCH OF SALT 
M' KETCH YORE WATAH WHILE IT ' S HOT AT NIGHT , AN '  PUT IT ON YORE HEAD ' FORE YO ' 
CD TUB BED , AN '  ON YORE FACE . WELL , DAT HAIR WILL FALL OUT OF DAT TREE . Yes , 
sir .  hit ' ll fall out of dat t ree . 

Dey run yo ' crazy when dey hangs dat up dere . IF S OMEBODY DON ' T  BE SO BRIGHT , 
BIT' S GOIN ' STAY UP IN DERE . As long as i t  s tays up in dere , yo ' ll goin ' [ lose 
J10Ur mind ] • 

[I  turned off  machine here and had to repeat sub stance of  informant ' s  words 
ta .y following s tatement . ] 

(If you do that at night , then this spell will be  turned back on the other 
person . ) [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 6 21) , 7 93 : 9 . ] 

626 2 .  [After that long parade of submargin titles about TREES , we now return 
£o our normal alphab eti cal order wi th TWI STING , an important magic rite often 
taaored . Probably ten or more examples of i t  will be found in HOODOO . Twisting, 
ef course , is related to knot tying , also to bending - the bending o f  nails and 
pins for ins tance . ]  

Well , yo ' kin take hair from a person ' s  haid - say ah like ' em ,  see , an ' carry 
�� in yore hip pocket . Yo ' twis t  up an ' twis t  up de hair an ' put it in yore hip 

pocket an ' carry it in yore hip pocke t . 
lWmSTING HAIR - A MAGIC RITE [ Informant gives ano ther rite . ] 

An ' den yo ' kin take an '  go tuh a tree an ' bo ' a 
�1e in de tree an ' put dat hair in de tree an ' dat person - whut chew mean? 
1%y!n' tuh drive somebody crazy or what ? Well , dat whut dat hair do . Yo ' kin 
take dat hair an ' j es '  take yo ' a lil ' auger an ' b o ' a hole in de tree . See , 
jes '  put chew a hole right in de tree an ' put dat hair in dat tree an ' s top it 
.. vhere it airtight an ' nuthin will git to i t , an ' dey ' ll suffer wit de head
.cbe .  Dey will keep on wit it  an ' dey ' ll die wit it . DERE AIN ' T  NO DOCTAH IN 
- WRL I KIN CURE I EM. 

[Ve return to twisted hair . ] 
(Now what about twis ting that hair and put ting it in your pocket . What will 

dla� do? )  
well , now yo ' take d e  hair an ' put i t  in yore pocket . An ' well , dat will 

a..pt dem people tuh come tuh love yo ' .  Yo ' carry ' em all de time . Make ' em 
J.we yo ' .  [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1415) , 2 54 6 : 3 . ] 

6263. Eithah a man or woman , eithah one , git holt o f  yore hair , undahstan ' , 
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an '  weah aroun ' dem. Take an ' wet it wi t dere pee , yo ' undahs tan ' , an ' weah it  
tuh a s tring , weah it aroun ' yo ' . Yo ' wanta git  ' er ,  yo ' see , where yo ' wanta . 

(What do you do that for ? )  
URINE - ON HAIR - WORN Wel l , yo ' do dat tub keep anybody else from intahferin ' 

wit yo ' an ' ' er .  Urine de bes '  s tuff in de worl ' tub 
we t it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1487) , 2661 : 3 . ] 

6264 . Dey tell me , say , j es '  lak yo ' go t a wife , whut chew could do tub make 
her s tay home an ' all . Jes ' s ay ,  yo '  could take a p iece o f  ' er hair out , or yore 

URINE - HAIR 
BURIED IN BOTTLE UNDER STEPS 

wife cut yore hair off , see . An '  put i t  undah de 
s teps wit chambah Zye , an ' yo ' go tta s tay home . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1235) , 2090 : 4 . ] 
6 26 5 . Ah heard dat dey kin j es '  clip some outa de 

top of yore hair an ' git dat an '  some o f  yore urinate , put it  tuhgethah an ' s top 
it an ' b ury it undah de steps , fo ' yo ' tub walk ovah it . Dey say dat will make 
yo ' love ' em.  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1255) , 2127 : 4 . ] 

6266 . Yo ' git a Adam-an ' -Eve [ root ] an ' put i t in a bo ttle , an ' git a s tran ' 
o f f  de haid , [ or ] down below - mostly [ they get ]  de hair de bes ' [best ] way dey 

URINE - HAIR - AD�AND-EVE - BOTTLED - UNDER STEPS 
kin , if -dey have any con
nection wit it , dey ' ll git 
a piece . An ' dey ' ll put 

dat in a bottle an' urinate a l i ' le in dere . 
undah de fron ' s t ep . Dat ' ll make dem par t . 
160 : 3+85 . ] 

Den dey s top dat up an ' put dat 
[Wilmington , N. Car . , (235) , 

6267 . Now , j es '  lak i f  dey wanted yo ' or loved yo ' or somepin , dey would 
take yore hair an ' put i t - yo ' know , j e s ' put it in a li ' le bag or somep in 

li ' le ole red flannel or 
URINE - HEARTS COLOGNE - ON HAIR IN RED FLANNEL BAG somepin lak dat , sew i t  

up . Put cologne on it , 
j es '  a li ' le Hearts Co logne , an ' keep i t - j es '  weah it , keep i t .  An '  den dey ' 
take dere watah - yo ' know , pee on i t . Dat ' s  whut dey tell me dey do wi t dat . 

(Why would they do this ? )  
To make dem love yo ' ; yo ' see , c are fo ' yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1148) , 1870 : 15.] 
6 268 . Dey tell me dat yo ' kin take hair yo ' know an ' t ie i t  up an ' put colognE 

on it an ' yq ' know , make watah on it , an ' dat ' ll create love - make yo ' love who
evah did dat . 
(You would ge t my hair to do that ? )  

URINE - COLOGNE - ON T IED UP HAIR Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 109 1) , 1758 : 8 . ] 
6269 . Dey tell me yo ' kin take a woman , she 
pluck yore hair an ' git a p lait o f  i t .  Ah 

know dat , ah ' ve know ' d o f  i t bein ' done . Plait of  chure hair ri ght in de mole 
of yore haid , an ' keep i t , an ' yo ' ll nevah leave her - yo ' can ' t leave her .  

(What will she do wi th it? )  
URINE - HAIR - FINGERNAILS - WORN IN SACK She keep i t , yes sir .  She ' ll take 

dat an ' weah i t .  She ' ll put dat wit 
a little chambah Zye an' she ' ll wrap it up , [ or ]  sew i t up . She ' ll git some of 
yore fingahnails . 

(Are you telling me the same thing or some thing dif ferent ? ) 
No , she go in ' put dat in a sack . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1196) , 2014 : 2 . ] 
6270 . We ll , yo ' take - j es '  lak yo ' want someone go bl ind , or ah want chew 

tuh go bl ind , see . Well , yo ' take mah hair an '  some of mah urinate an ' a little 
o f  whut p ass from mah bowels , an ' yo ' put i t  in de stove an ' yo ' brown it . Well 
now , yo ' brown it an '  git it up tuh a good powdah . An ' j es ' lak [ I ]  pass yo ' , 
yo ' see , an ' yo ' s t andin ' at  a place an ' ah see yo ' pass . Well , ah may pass an ' 
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ah ' ll see yo ' an ' ah ' ll throw mah han ' lak dat [ demons trat�s ] . Well , yo ' see , 
when ah throw mah han ' - have it in 

URINE - EXCREMENT - HAIR :  3 INGREDIENTS 
PARCH - THROW ON PERSON 

mah han ' - an ' ah do dat wit it . Yore 
eyes is - [ changes person ]  dis is in 
mah eyes an ' ah ' m  goin ' blind . 

(Makes you go b lind . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1261) , 2144 : 4 . ] 
6 2 7 1 . Jes ' fo ' instance , say , if yo ' were livin ' wit a woman an ' j es '  say , 

yo ' wanted tub leave ' er an ' she wanted yo ' back . She had a lock o f  yore hair . 

URINE - HAIR - RUSTY NAILS - RUSTY NEEDLES 
IN BOTTLE - SHAKE 

Den she would put in some nails , 
rus ty - dey ' d have tuh be rusty -
rus ty nails an ' about nine or ten 
rusty needles . Put ' em in a bottle 

an '  urinate 
bo t tle an ' 
shaking o f  
b e  indexed 

see on i t .  Den whenevah she ' s ready fo ' yo ' , she ' d  prob ' ly shake de 
gi t  it all upset . I t  won ' t be long ' fore yo ' git back dere . [The 
bottled urine , also o ther sub s tances is a common ri te , shaking should 
as a magic r i t e . } [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 9 ) , 2150 : 2 . ] 

URINE - BOTTLE - HAIR OF 3 PLACES 
NORTH CORNER OF ROOM 

6 2 7 2 . Dey say dat yo ' kin take some hair 
f rom undah yore arm , on yore haid , an ' yo ' 
know [pub ic ] ,  put i t  in a bottle an ' a little 
urinate in it  an ' put it , yo ' know in some 

close place dey s ay in de no ' th cornah o f  de room an '  cause yo ' tub love ' em .  
(Take s ome hair from the head , hair from under the arms and hair b elow - hair 

from the three places ? )  
Yes . 
(Hair from under one arm or both? ) 
Yo ' kin take s ome from each arm. [ Brunswick , Ga . , (119 2 ) , 2011 : 2 . ] 
627 3 .  Dere ' s  a way t o  run a woman crazy s o  dey say .  Dey take a small bot tle 

an '  put urine in i t , an ' put de hair down in it an ' s top it  up , an ' throw it  in 
a s tream of water . I t  will go an ' 

URINE AND HAIR BOTTLED - INTO RUNNING WATER yo ' will nevah git chure mind back 
unles s  somebody will dis covah where 

dat b o t tle went an ' b ring it  back an ' uncork it . [ For 2 remarkable examples o f  
doctors recovering floating spells and des troying them,  s e e  920 , p . 338 ; 9 21 ,  
p . 339 . ] [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (550) , 689 : 2+85 . ]  

6274 . (Who would do this ? )  
A man o r  woman , eithah one . Dey take some o f  yore hair out de top heah an ' 

put it  in a bottle , an ' put about fo ' or five drops yore watah [ urine ] in dere , 
an '  put it  in some runnin '  

URINE - 5 DROP S OF - HAIR - BOTTLE - RUNNING WATER watah . Stop dat bottle up 
tight an ' chunk it in dat 

ri vah yo ' see . Yo ' couldn ' t come back no mo ' an '  yo '  wouldn ' t know whu t de cause .  
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . 1 
( 1434) , 2599 : 3 . ] 

URINE HIS - HAIR HERS - BOTTLE - 5 GRAINS OF RED PEPPER 6 2 7 5 . Dey kin take dat .  
(That chamber Zye? ) 
Yes , an ' git a strand 

of a woman ' s hair an '  put in de bottle an ' den put dat chambah Zye in de bottle . 
(The man would put his own chamber Zye on her hair ? )  
Yessuh , h e  puts ' is chambah Zye on ' er hair in d e  b ot tle an '  put fo ' or five 

grains o f  peppah in dere - dat pod peppah , red peppah , see . Yo ' put dat in dere 
an' yo ' s top dat up air tight , an ' if she leave , she ' ll come back . If she wants 
tuh go , she may go , but she cain ' t s t ay .  

(That ' s  to hold her . ) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1473) , 2 65 3 : 16 . ] 
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6 276 . I f  yo ' want a person tuh be  crazy about choo , yo ' kin t ake dere hair 
an ' a roun ' piece ' b out dat b ig [ demons trates ] outa dere sock , of each s ock . 

URINE - SOAK PIECE FROM EACH SOCK 9 DAYS IN - WEAR 
THIS  I S  A CIRCULAR HAND , RARE EXCEPT FOR 

CIRCULAR METALLIC MONEY OR MEDALS 

(About the size o f  a dollar? )  
No , about de s iz e  of a quartab 
or half [ dollar ] . Den yo ' 
ball dat hair up tight an ' yo ' 
put it in dose two p ieces of 

sock an ' yo ' sew it up tight . An' aft ah yo ' ve done dat , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' soak 
it in ' is urine nine days . Put i t  in today , let it stay ,  an ' take it  out ; put it 
in tomorrah an ' take it  out , fo ' nine days ; an ' den yo ' weah dat about yore per
son ,  as close  to yore privates as yo ' pos s ib ly kin , an '  dat ' ll make dat person 
automatic ' ly crazy about choo as long as yo ' weah it . An '  o f  co ' se  if yo ' happen 
tuh lose it or throw it away , dat breaks de spell . [Memphis , Tenn . , (97 3) , 

URINATES 9 TIMES - MAN ON WOMAN' S  HAIR - AND WEARS 

I f  a man git holt of a woman ' s hair , he kin urinate 
will s tick tuh ' im. Dat ' s a shuah thing . 

(What do you do with that hair then? ) 

1575 : 6 . ] 
6 27 7 .  Now , one shuah way of 
makin ' love dat ah do know. 

on it  fo ' nine times an ' she 

He keep dat wit him all de t ime . [Waycross , Ga . , (1086 ) , 1 7 54 : 1 . ] 
6 278 . Well , dey kin take de hair from a woman haid an ' make her hair come out . 

Yo ' take hit an ' yo ' carries it  an ' yo ' put dis heah hair in s ome of yore water -

URINE - HAIR SOAKED IN - 9 DAY S 
ahambah lye . Put dat hair in dere an ' let it 
s tay in dere nine days . Yo ' take dat hair back 
out an ' carry it back an ' wherevah kin yo ' put 

it - in one of dose rooms dataway wher e  she kin git holt of  it an ' burn it . Well 
dat make her hair come out . 

(Well , now after you do that with this hair , you bring it  back to her house . )  
Jes ' lak yo ' got a frien '  or anybody dat yo ' kin sen ' it back in dere an ' git 

it back . Yo ' have tuh take it out · de chambah lye an ' let it dry . Well , yo ' j es '  
carry i t  back dere where she kin git i t  of f de dressah somewhere , an ' she kin 
hand le dat hair ag ' in . Well , dat run ' er plumb foggy [ not fogy as in o ld fogy , 
but her mind will b e  like a fog] . 

· 

(Well ,  how will she - will she burn that hair when it  comes b ack? ) 
She ' ll burn i t  or eithah she ' ll throw it out . Anyway dat yo ' kin git dat hair 

back intuh de house . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1188) , 2002 : 5 . ] 
6 279 . Dey kin take yore hair an ' ·  run yo ' crazy . Dey cut chure hair right 

out de top of yore haid an ' take it an ' put nine grains of red peppah an ' nine 

URINE - HAIR 
9 GRAINS RED PEPPER 

9 GRAINS BLACK PEPPER 

grains of black pepper , an ' git a cup of yore watah [ and 
soil ] where yo ' wet [ urinated]  an ' put i t  toge thah an ' 
bury it . 
(Get some of  your urine . ) 
An '  bury it , or eithah put it in runnin ' watah ,  or eithah 

s top it  up in a tree . Dat will caus e yo '  - commence de haid tuh ache an ' have 
misery in yo ' haid till yo ' go crazy . [Mob ile , Ala . , (678) , 901 : 1 . ] 

URINE - SALT - 9 THIMBLEFULS OF EACH - IN BOTTLE 
DRESS PERSON ' S  HAIR WITH - EVERY 3 DAYS - TALK TO 

6 280 . De way dey ' ll take dat 
hair , dey ' ll take dat hair 
an ' dey ' ll call it [by name ] , 
will call  yo ' , an ' dey wil l 

make a dressin ' of it  an '  wi ll git chure mind . An '  in git tin'  yore mind dey got 
chew . 

(How do you make a dressing of i t ? )  
Dress yore hair? 
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(How do they dress it? ) 
All right , yo ' take nine thimblefulla chambah Zye an ' yo ' take nine thimble

falla salt an ' put it in a bottle an ' yo ' dress dat . Yo ' do it up in a rag an '  
weah i t  aroun ' yore wais t ,  an ' evah three days yo ' ll dress it  an ' call it ,  say , 
•Ah wants tuh rule , control So-an ' -so . " See , yo ' callin ' it . Well , QUITE RAT
alAI. WHEN YO ' CALL A PERSON YO ' GIT DERE MIND . An ' so dat ' s  de way yo ' do it . 

(And you do this , as you s ay ,  for love ? )  
Fo ' love . [Waycross , Ga . , (1170) , 19 76 : 1 . ] 
6281 . [Hair and water j oined in a rite is fairly common in hoodoo . There are 

.any kinds of water : ordina� ( the water in a bucke t or still water) , running, 
�drant (considered running) , rain, eaves, spring, we Z Z, tide, dew, etc . One 
eza.ple of gutter running water will be found (No . 56 9 5 , p . 2913) . I do not recall 

IIA.TER AND HAIR 
(1) ORDINARY WATER IN BOTTLED HAIR 

any snow water or snow rites . Ho Zy wtel", 
bathwater, dishwater, cZotheswatel" , and 
scl"Ubwater have been omitted because they 
do not occur in the following lis t of 
hair-water rites . ]  
Take a s trand o f  hair out de haid an ' put 

�t in a bottle of watah an ' shet it up in a bot tle of watah . I t  will run yo ' 
crazy . 

(Just ordinary water ? )  
Jes ' take it  [hair ] out an ' put it  i n  a bottle of  watah an ' stop it up . [ S t .  

Petersburg , Fla . , (996) , 1611 : 2 . ] 
6282 . Yo ' gits  yo ' [your ] hair [not  your own but the hair of  your victim] , 

pat it in a bottle an ' den go tuh de Mississippi [River ] , a watah , a runnin ' 
stream , even if it  runs dirty , an ' git  dat 

(2) RUNNING WATER IN BOTTLED HAIR watah an ' put i t  in dat bot tle an ' yo ' 
hair [ the hair you are using from someone 

else ] ,  an ' s top it up real tight an ' i t ' ll run yo ' [ the o ther person] crazy . 
CWhere do you put the bo� tle then? ) 
Tote [ carry ] i t  in yo ' pocket . 
[To carry this bottled hair in your pocket normally suggests that the victim 

� run  crazy with love for the person wearing the bottled hair . ] [Memphis ,  
Tenn. ,  ( 9 7 2 ) , 1 5 73 : 3 . ] 

6283.  Take yore hair , a lock of hair , an ' put i t  in a quart o f  watah , yo ' 
kaow, an '  it  would run yo ' crazy . 

(What kind of  a quart o f  water? )  
Yo ' j is '  - fresh watah , yo ' know , j is '  runnin ' watah out of a branch , yo ' 

kaow, an ' put it in a quart bottle an ' s top it  up . Dat hair will turn to - begin 
to go to work den an' run yo ' crazy . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (764) , 1045 : 3 . ] 

6284 . Well , ah ' ve heard s ev ' ral times if a person git hold of  yore hair an' 
put it in runnin' watah , don ' t yo ' see . YO ' [ the author ] HAVE SEEN A RUNNIH '  

STREAM O F  WATAH? AH ' MAGIHE 
(3) HAIR THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER MAKES CRAZY YO ' HAVE ! An '  [ they ] said , 

if  dey carry it to a ditch 
or ,  yo ' know , any place dat de watah continue runnin ' , a creek or sompin lak dat , 
why it will run yo ' crazy . [Hoodoo has many informants ,  especially dOctors , down
talking to me . This sort of  treatment is  surely the greates t  compliment I ever 
received , I b eing one of them . ] [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1304 ) , 2204 : 1 . ] 

6285 . A man or a woman kin ketch a s tran ' of yuh hair , one stran' an ' ball 
it , an' put it in runnin' watah . [That will ] Zighten yuh brains , yo ' nevah be 
stand in'  s till any mo ' .  [This rite evidently sends you crazy and away at the 
tt.e . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1385) , 2464 : 1 . ] 
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6 286 . Dey say if  dey git holt of yore hair an ' throw it in de rivah dat ' ll 
run yo '  crazy . [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , (495) , 538 : 3 . ] 

6287 . Take a s tran ' of  a woman ' s  hair , anybody ' s  hair dat chew be goin ' wit 
lak dat , an ' den throw it in runnin ' watah an '  it will run dem crazy . [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , ( 1461) , 2650 : 9 . ] 

6288 . Well , ah ' ve heard dat chew kin cut a small plait of hair in de top of  
yore hai d ,  de  mole o f  yore haid , an ' put it in runnin ' watah . It  will run yo ' 
crazy . [ Faye tteville , N.  Car . , (1390) , 2491 . ] 

6 289 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew kin take hair an ' put it  in a runnin '  stream which 
would drive a person crazy .  [ S t . Pet ersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1005 ) , 16 20 : 6 . ] 

6 290 . Dey take j es '  a piece of yore hair an ' put it in a runnin ' s tream of 
watah , an ' dat ' ll cuz a person tuh lose  ' is mind . [New Orleans , La. , ( 7 89 ) , 
1100 : 7 . ]  

6 291 . Heard ' em  say dey could git holt of  yore hair an ' run ' em [you] crazy . 
(Well , how wou ld they do that? ) 
Well , dey say dey could put it in watah , in runnin ' watah . 
(Run them crazy? ) 
Yes . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 17) , 9 8 7 : 10 . ] 
6 29 2 .  Dey ' ll take yore hair an ' put i t  in runnin '  watah an ' dat ' ll cuz yo ' 

to leave home , cuz yo ' to run away . Sometime , ah ' ve heard ' em say , it ' ll cuz 
yo ' to go in a ' sylum . But 
ah do know , dat it run yo ' 

(4)  HAIR THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER SENDS AWAY ' way . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1105 ) , 
17 79 : 1 . ] 
6 29 3 .  Kin take yore hair . 

Take yore hair an '  take i t  an ' put it in , chunk it  in de rivah , i� runnin ' watah. 
An '  dat will run yo ' ' way .  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1180) , 19 92 : 3 . ] 

6 294 . Take yore hair an ' put it in runnin ' watah .  Dat make yo ' go away , yo ' 
know - leave , j is '  wondah , yo ' know . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (611) , 7 88 : 7 . ] 

6 295 . I f  yo ' git holt of  dere hair , why yo ' kin put it in runnin ' watah -
anyone givin ' yo ' trouble - an ' dey have to go outa town .  [ St .  Petersburg ,  
Fla . , (1052 ) , 1 7 07 : 3 . ] 

6 296 . Git some of  dat person' s hair an ' take it an ' throw it in a stream of  
watah , an ' dat will run de person away , dey can ' t stay dere . [ Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , (14 26 ) , 257 2 : 1 . ] 

6297 . A person could take a s tran ' of  hair outa mole of yuh haid , direc ' ly 
outa de mole , an ' put it in a glas s vial - sompin lak a li ' le vial dey use at 

de drug sto ' fo ' dang ' rous medicine . 
( 5 )  BOTTLED HAIR INTO RUNNING WATER Put dat hair in dere an ' cork it up 

right tight an ' throw it intuh run
nin ' watah . An ' dey say it will run yuh wit a bad haidache all yuh live , an ' 
almos ' run yuh crazy . [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1008 ) , 1630 : 1 . ] 

6298 . Wal ,  dey take yore hair ,  git it from de mole of  de head in yore s leep . 
An '  dey git dat out de mole o f  yore head an ' bottle it  up and take it to a run
ning stream , an ' dey throw dat in a runnin ' s tream an ' dey say dat got a bad 
effect on yore brains some way . 

(They b o ttle it  up and j us t  throw it in that running water . )  [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , ( 5 4 7 ) , 680 : 2+85 . ]  

6 299 . Gi t chure hair an' kin s top it  up in a bo tt le , throw it ovahbo ' d  an ' 
i t ' ll run yo ' crazy . [ Brunswick, Ga . , ( 1 214) , 2060 : 2 . ]  

6300 . Dey kin git de hair out de mole o f  yore haid , an '  dey kin take it  an ' 
stop it  up in a bottle an ' . throw it  in runnin ' watah , an ' dat ' ll run yo ' crazy . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1348 ) , 2330 : 4 . ] 
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6301 . If yuh git hold of  i t , yuh see , · yuh kin take it , hair , an' put 
bottle , stop i t  up . Put it in a bottle an ' s top it  up an ' den yuh carry 
throw it  in runnin ' watah . Dat way yuh could run ' em crazy . [Florence , 
(13lla) , 2224 : 7 . ] 

3037 

it  in a 
it an ' 
S .  Car . , 

630 2 .  Ah heard dat dey kin take a s tran '  of yore hair an ' close it in a bot
tle an ' throw it in runnin ' watah an ' dat will put chew tub goin ' , too . [Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (139 7 )  , 2515 : 2 .  ] 

6303 . Heard dat dey says yo ' take de hair an ' close  it up in a bottle an '  
all lak dat , an ' put it i n  runnin ' watah an ' all dat s tuff . 

(What was that supposed t o  do? ) 
Ah dunno , drive a person crazy . [ Fayetteville , N .  
6304 . Dey say yo ' kin take hair an '  s tick i t  in a 

Din ' stream an ' throw dat bottle in de watah , an ' let 
kin run a p erson crazy lak dat . Yo ' kin take a plait 
[Wilson , N. Car . , (14 7 5 ) , 2654 : 3 . ] 

Car . , (1390) , 2490 : 9 . ] 
b o t t le , an ' go to  a run
dat watah on it an ' yo ' 
of hair an ' do de same . 

6305 . Take yuh hair an ' dey bury it an ' put - even dey kin put it in a bottle 
an '  s top it  up an '  take i t  tub driftin ' watah . Dey ' ll throw it  in dere . It ' ll 
keep yuh wit de headache an ' make yuh drift. [New Orl eans , La . · , ( 781 ) ,  1082 : 5 . ] 

6306 . Take yore hair an ' put i t  in a t ight bottle an ' stop it up in dere an ' 
throw it in runnin ' watah . Dat ' ll take yore mind , run yo ' crazy . [Memphis , 
Tenn. , ( 938) , 1517 : 18 . ] 

6307 . Ah kin take yore hair an ' put it  in a bottle , in tiny li ' le bottle , an ' 
ah kin throw it in de rivah an ' yo ' goin ' move - s ech a thing . [Little , Rock , 
Ark. , (j us t  before 885) , 1459 : 2 . ] 

6308 . An '  if dey wan ta drive yuh away , dey kin 
tub a runnin ' stream of watah . An '  don ' t nevah go 

(6 ) BACK TO RUNNING WATER 
HAIR OVER LEFT SHOULDER - NEVER LOOK BACK 

take yuh hair an ' take it 
fa ' wahds , go backwahds . Take 
dat hair an ' go tub a runnin ' 
s tream of watah an ' throw i t 
ovah de lef ' shouldah an ' 
nevah look back . Dat ' ll drive 

yuh away . I t  will cause yuh tub wandah from place tub place - all lak dat . 
[�ycross , Ga . , (1153) , 1889 : 2 . ] 

630 9 .  Den yuh kin take s ome hair outa d e  mole of  de head an ' take an ' go tub 
a runnin ' s tream.  An ' walk down der e  an ' when yuh git down dere , j is '  turn yuh 
hack an ' throw de hair in de s tream an ' walk right on away from it . An ' den j is '  
as long as dat hair will run , why dey ' ll go . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1530) , 2 735 : 12 . ] 

6310 . Why ah ' ve know dat tub be so . Take his hair off  de mole of  ' is haid , 
an' turn yuh back tub a s tream of  watah an ' throw i t  ovah in de watah , an ' he ' ll 
travel an ' nevah have no home . [Wils on , N � Car . , (14 7 7 ) , 2657 : 5 . ] 

6311 . Dey tell me dat dey could take yuh hair an ' put i t  in a bott le . Den 
take de bottle out dere an ' s top it up , an ' take it tub some runnin '  watah , an '  
throw i t  in any runnin ' watah wit ' out lookin ' , an ' let i t  float on down s tream , 
see . Dat ' s  dat . 

(What wil l  that do ? )  
Says dat will continue ' em wit a headache . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1242) , 2111 : 14 . ]  
6312 . Well , yuh take a lock of yuh hair an ' yuh lef ' track . Yuh take it from 

de heel . Pull it disaway an ' git dat dirt [ demons trates ] .  

( 7 )  BACKWARDS 9 STEPS - OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO WATER 
HAIR - LEFT FOOT TRACK - IN BOX - NEVER LOOK BACK 

(Pull it from the heel 
to the toe . ) 
Yes sir . Put dat in a 
box .  Fasten dat up an ' 

yuh go tub de rivah , tub a runnin' s tream goin ' out . 
cit der e ,  yuh walk - make nine [ s teps ] backwards , an ' 

An ' j is ' a li ' le b efo ' yuh 
throw it ovah yuh lef ' 
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shouldah . Den walk an' don' t nevah look back . Well, dey won ' t have no mo ' trou
ble wit yuh . Dat ' s  whut ah ' m  tellin' yuh now . Lak if ah wanta do dat, s ee dat'll 
run yuh away . Dat'll give yuh a walkin' spell. [Brunswick, Ga . , (1 211 ) , 2047:6.] 

6313 . [Take hai r ]  outa de top o f  yuh haid , de mole o f  yore haid .  Now dey kin 
take dat hair an ' kin run yuh craz y .  Dey take dat hair an' take it an ' jis' sew 

(8) CLOTH - HAIR SEWED INTO 
it up in a piece of cloth, an ' den take dat hair 
an ' take it tuh de runnin ' watah , an ' dey kin 
throw it in dere. An' it will run yuh clean 

crazy - run yuh 'way from dere . [ Florence , s. Car . , ( 1331),  2289:5 . ]  

( 9 )  CLOTH - HAIR TIED INTO 
6 314. Take it  an ' take his hair an ' t ie it up 
[ in cloth or other article such as paper] an' 
put ting it in running water an ' let it go down 

a running s tream, dat ' ll git chure mind all messed up . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1092) , 

(10) FLANNEL - RED - HAIR TIED INTO 

red flannel , an ' carry i t  tuh de rivah 
lef ' shouldah an '  don ' t look back , an ' 

(This is your hair?) 

1759:6.] 
6315. Aw yuh kin take it, ah heard 'em 
say , an' tie i t  up in a rag , a piece of 

tuh runnin' watah , an ' throw it ovah yuh 
dey say hit ' ll run yo ' craz y .  

Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1081) , 1749:8. ] 
6316 . Wel l , dey kin git a-holt  o f  a s tran '  o f  yuh hair an ' wrap i t  up in a 

in it , an' tie i t  up an ' throw it red flannen c loth, an ' put a little red p eppah 

( 11) RED FLANNEL - RED PEPPER - HAIR TIED INTO 

in runnin ' watah an ' yo ' goin' 
as dat - j is ' long as hit run, 
why yo ' gone . [Wilson , N .  
Car . , (14 7 3 ) , 265 3:10 . ]  
6 317 . Ah heard dey take yuh 

hair an ' pu t it in a b o ttle. Yuh know take yuh hair an' sew i t  up in a piec e of 
white homespun cloth , bran ' -new , an ' put it in a 

(12) HOME SPUN - NEW WHITE bottle an ' throw it dGwn runnin ' watah . An ' long 
as dat box wit dat hair in it  run , well yo ' got ' a 

run away an ' yuh nevah come back no mo ' . [Waycros s, Ga ., (1132) , 1836 : 7. ]  
6318 . Dey kin take yuh hair, s o  ah learnt , an' yo ' kin take i t  an ' put i t  in 

a piece of new white homespun .  Yuh kin throw dat in de rivah . Dat kin run yo ' 
crazy . [Florence, S. Car., (13 2 6 ) , 2269 : 6 . ] 

631 9 . Cut de top of  yuh hair o f f  [from the mold ] an ' tie i t  up in a piece of 
rag an ' throw it ovahbo'd . 

(13 )  � 
HAIR TIED INTO 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat ' ll run yuh away. [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1202) , 2018:9 . ]  
6320 . Git a plait o f  hair an ' plait it tuhgethah , an ' 
tie it wit a rag or string o f  any kin ' an' throw i t  in 

de rivah , or eithah bury it undah yuh do ' -s teps . 
(What will that do?) 
Dat will cause yuh tuh fade away . [Memphis,  Tenn . , ( 9 37 ) ,  1516:6 . ]  

(14) RAG - HAIR TIED INTO - WEAR 9 DAYS 
6321. Dey could take yuh hair an' 
tie i t  up in a rag an ' wear it nine 
days in dat rag , an ' throw it in 

runnin' watah an'  dat run yo ' crazy . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (111 2 ) ,  1785 : 1 . ]  

(15) RIBBON - RED - TIED ABOUT UNDERHAND BRAIDED HAIR 
6322 . Git dat hair 
an ' yuh plat it . An' 
yuh plat it undah

han ' . Don ' t plat i t  ovah-handed , plat it undah-handed .  An ' if yuh plat it  
undah-handed, when yuh git it plat undah-handed , den yuh git  a li'le red piece 
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of ribbon, li'le tiny piece of ribbon on dat hair, see. Yuh pats dat ±Dto a 
bottle. Den yuh stop it up tight an' yuh throw it in de watah, ramd.D' vatah, 
IR DE BIG MISSISSIPPI RIVAH. An' dat'll run yuh crazy or run yuh oaca town. 
(Memphis, Tenn., (936),  1514:14�] 

6323. Ah've heard dat chew take de hair an' git a lock of hair an' pa£ salt 
an' peppah wit it. How yuh wanta know about de hair? 

(Well, what are you going to do with that hair now, after you put that salt 
aDd pepper with it? To harm them some way? All right.) 

Dat's whut ah wa�ta know. Ah wanta know did yo' wanta know tub harm dem or 
[Jaaot them]. 

(BUPt them. Either one.) 
Well, yuh put salt an' peppah in dat hair, an' den yuh git 

�t dat, an' den yuh take it an' sew it in a piece of new Sea 
dat track an' put 
Island cloth [see 

Zater], Sea Island 
cloth, an' den yuh 
throw it in de 

(16) SEA ISLAND CLOTH - HAIR - FOOT TRACK - SALT - PEPPER 

rlvah. Oat's if yuh want dem tub not think anythin' about chew atall - jis' don' 
wacty wit chew, don't chew know, jis' don't bothah yuh. Do dat an' throw it in 
4le rivah an' run dere min ' aJJ)ay from yo '. 

{You take either track?) 
Bo, yo' take de left track. 
(You want to put all those details in, in telling your story.) 
(Sea Island cloth, made from Sea Island cotton (Gossypium barbadense), was so 

called because this cotton with an unusually long and silky fiber was grown on 
eertain islands off the coast of Georgia and South Carolina, until the boll wee
wi1 made its culture unprofitable. If I remember correctly, this (and some in
for.ant under BAT) is the only occurrence of the term in Hoodoo.] [Waycross, 
Ga., (116 7) , 1962:2.] 

6324. Dere's three thin's dat yuh could use of dis person dat would cause 
•ea tub do dat. Yuh could use his track or 'is hair or any part of 'is clothes 

(17) SILK CLOTH - WRAP IN - HAIR - FOOT TRACK 
SWEATY CLOTHES - ANCHOR BOTTLE IN RUNNING WATER 

dere's any sweat in, 
an' put it dere, an' 
'is mind will jis' 
begin waverin', an' 

�•an't go crazy nor it won' kill 'im. Yuh wrap it up in a piece of silk cloth 
... take it down tuh de runnin' watah an' anchor it dere so it could move about 
...._ de wat'ah 1 s runnin' • [For anahoring hair in running water, see elsewhere 
1a �t.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1456), 2648:6.] 

(18) SILK HANDKERCHIEF 
6325. Take a person's hair right outa his haid, 
'bout de mole of 'is haid, an' put it into a silk 
pocket han'ke'ch'ef, an' yuh kin drop it in runnin' 

�. An' dat will run 'im plumb crazy. See, dat would run 'im crazy. [Fay

(19) DIRECTION: EAST RUNNING WATER - HAIR INTO 
etteville, N. Car., (1407), 
2528:2.] 
6326. Take yuh hair an' put 

� in a stream of watah runnin' east, an' dey say dat will run yo' away from yuh 
11Yln'. Yuh come tub go dat way. [Brunswick, Ga., (1240) , 2109:10.] 

(20) NORTH RUNNING WATER - HAIR INTO 
6327. Ah heard dat chew could take a 
person's hair an' run 'em crazy . An' 
yuh throw dat in runnin' watah dat run

-'-' uo'th, dat run 'em crazy. [Wilson, N. Car., (1506), 2673:3.] 
6328. Mos' streams, yuh know, run tub de east, [they] say, but yuh go tub a 

scream dat run west an' it'll cuz a person tuh go crazy from a certain stran' -
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ah think it ' s  nine s tran's dey say dey git from de mole of  yuh haid . Ah've heard 

(21)  WEST RUNNING WATER - 9 STRANDS OF HAIR IN 

dat s tory . 
(And they throw it in that 
water, you say?) 
An' put it in dat runnin ' 
rapids - put it  in de run

nin ' watah , an ' dat'll cuz a man or woman tuh lose dere mind . [West-running 
wate� means water flowing towards the sunset. I t is a magic ,  no t a topographical 
term, a term meaning trouble . Mos if not all water in South Carolina eventually 
travels eas t  to empty into the Atlantic Ocean . However , even an eas tward-b ound 
stream can s ometimes bend to the west for a short distance. The Mississ ippi 
River ,  for example, going south bends from north to east into Qui ncy, Illinois , 
and then immediately bends wes t away from the city to continue  its j ourney south . ] 
[ Sumter , S. Car . , (1381), 2453:5 . ]  

6329 . Yuh kin take a s tran ' out de mole of yuh haid an' carry it tuh a run
nin ' watah an ' throw it up de s tream - don' throw i t  down de stream, throw it up 

(22)  UPSTREAM FOR EVIL - THROW HAIR 
de s tream. Dat' ll drive yuh crazy in 
two days. Yuh be j is' as crazy as a 
bug . [Here again, as in the preceding 

rite , we have a magic term , upstream, meaning against the st�eam. Up st ream or 
its  equivalent agai nst the stream is a common feature of black cat lucky-bone 
rites - see pp . 74- 97 and elsewhere.] [Fayetteville, N .  Car . ,  ( 1392) , 2500 : 2 . ] 

6330. I have heard stories about that . They would get a lock o f  your hair 
in a certain part near the top of your head [the mold ] where the brain i s  more 

( 23 )  CLOTHES - HAIR TIED IN - THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 
IF IT CATCHES ON ROOT OR SNAG 

exposed. And they 
ge t that hair and 
put i t  with some 
other ingredients, 

and a piece of your clothes that you have happen to have worn very close to you. 
They tie it up tightly and throw it in running water. This is suppos ed, they 
say, t o  make you lose  your mind and to g o  away from wherever you live. You will 
continue to want to go as long as this thing keeps in the water and keeps going. 
It will s top you from running i f  it will catch on something , a root, a snag; then 
they say you will s top . You will never want to come back f rom where you started 
from.  [New York City, (10 , informant from near Orangeburg , S .  Car .) , Ediphone . ]  

6331. I ' ve heard dey kin git some of dere sweaty clo's an' take d e  dirty 
watah from dere clo 's.  An' dey use dat like dey use in a bot tle . An ' git some 

(24)  CLOTHES - DIRTY WATER FROM - HAIR - BIRCH BARK 
BOTTLE - THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

mol ' of fa his hair [hair 
from the mold of  the 
head ] an ' put it in 

[bark] offa [birch] tree . 
run 1im crazy . [Richmond, 

6332 . An ' bury dat. 
(This hair? ) 

theah , an ' s ome bah ' k  
An '  put dat [bot tle ] tuh f lo atin ' . An ' dey say dat'll 
Va. , (341),  282:1 . ] 

Yeah . Take yuh hair an' bury it undah de watah . Dat where de watah runnin ' , 
[a hydrant ] .  It ' ll run yuh , make yuh mind go an' come [as the water inside the 

( 25 )  HYDRANT (= RUNNING WATER) - HAIR BURIED UNDER 
house is turned on and 
off ] . 
(I see.) [There are 

several places in Hoodoo where waterpipes between street and hous e ,  and the fau
cet itself are considered running water . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  (7 9 8) , 1113 : 6 . ]  

6333 . Yo ' kin take de top of  yore hair out de mole of  yore haid an' cut it  
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out , an' put it in a b o t tle an '  stop i t  up . An ' first yo ' take yore name an ' 

(26) NAME - HAIR BOTTLED - INTO Ru�ING WATER 
put it in a bottle , an ' put 
chure hair on top of dat , an '  
s top it·up good in runnin ' 

vatah. Well , as long 
vhy yo ' ll be gon e .  

(You will die ? )  

as dat bottle run , yo ' ll run . Well , when dat bottle bu ' s t ,  

Yessuh .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 142 3 ) , 2566 . ] 
6334. Dey git holt o f  yore hair an ' dey take an '  dey gits a - put i t  in a 

bottle , an ' put red peppah , cayenne , an '  salt in dere an ' yore name , an '  stop 
it up in a b o t tle . Dat ' ll make yo ' have de headache all de t ime , an ' make yo ' 

(27) NAME - SALT - RED PEPPER - HAIR 
BOTTLED - THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 
OR PUT OVER DOOR OR UNDER MA'ITRES S  

feel if  yo ' ain ' t satis fied nowhere 
yo ' move . In no t ime yo ' go . Git 
dat bottle an ' throw i t .  
(What d o  you do with that bottle? ) 
Yo ' take an ' throw i t  in de rivah . 

An' [or ] den yo ' kin take an ' yo ' kin put i t  up ovah ' is do ' where [he walks 
under i t ]  or if yo ' [ ain ' t ]  scared he ' ll find it dere , if yo ' a friend of ' em 
an' yo ' visi t  ' em ,  yo ' take an ' yo ' git it  in de mattress or undah dat [bed ] . 

[ New Orleans , La . , 
(881 ) , 1451 : 5 . ] 

(28) 9 STRANDS OF HAIR - BOTTLED - INTO RUNNING WATER 6335 . Anybody kin do 
dat . Jes ' take nine 
s trands of hair out 

de top of  yore haid , very perfect ,  an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it airtight , 
an' put i t  in runnin ' watah - j es '  run ' em ' way , an ' drown 'em. [ Fayetteville , 

( 2 9 )  9 DAYS LATER - HUMAN HAIR BO'ITLED IN WATER 
BECOMES ALIVE 

THROW INTO RIVER NOT LOOKING BACK 

N .  Car . , (1403) , 2525 : 5 . ] 
6336 . Well , dey kin git 
holt some of yore hair . 
It ' s  ' cordin ' to  whut dey 
wanta do wit yo ' ,  why dey 

kin take dat hair . Now , if  
could take dat  hair an ' put 

(Any kind of  wat er? )  

dey wanta partly run yo ' crazy , frenzy minded , dey 
i t  in a bottle an ' s top it  up an '  pore watah on i t . 

Any kind of  a watah po ' on it . Let i t  s tay until i t  b ecome to be  - DAT WATAH 
GOIN' MAKE DAT HAIR ' LIVE LAK A LITTLE LIVE WORM IN DE WATAH, yo ' see . Well , 
WHEN DAT HAIR BEGIN TUH GIT ' LIVE ,  dey take an ' po ' dat water out an '  t ' row dat 
bot tle in de rivah . Let it float on de way down - on - on - on . T ' row it away. 
Whenevah dey throw it down , dey [ the thrower ] j es '  turns aroun ' , dey don ' t look 
back aftah i t  a ' gin at all . Well , dat run yo ' crazy . 

(They pour the water out that bottle before they throw it into the river?) 
Yes , ' fore dey t ' row it in de rivah , dey must keep i t  nine days aftah yo' put 

de watah in i t . Yo ' keep dat bottle 9 days . Have it roun ' yore house an' IR 9 
DAYS DAT HAIR WILL COME TO LIFE .  

(Yes , but I mean , you leave the water [ hair ] in the bot tle when you throw it 
into the river? ) 

[ The word wateP in my question is a slip of  the tongue for haiP.] 
Yeah , oh yeah . An ' de bottle ' s  goin ' float on , b e  goin ' right on dawn wit de 

s tream. [Mobile , Ala . , ( 700) , 949 : 3 . ] 
6 3 3 7 . Well ,  ah kin go out tub de fo ' ks of  de road , if  ah wants tuh go out 

dere an ' put down a little magic work for busines s .  Ah kin go out dere tub de  
fo ' ks of  de road an ' git me a lit tle dirt  [see FORK-DF-ROAD DIRT, p.688, and 
elsewhere ] .  De fo ' ks o f  de road comin ' so [ d emonstrates].  Prob'ly one comin ' 
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eas t an ' one comin' wes t .  Well , ah gits right in de middle o f  dat fo ' k  of dat 
road . Ah don't git very much of dis, ji s ' a l i ' le bit of it, dat dirt . Take dat 

( 30 )  9 INCHES BURIED - BOTTLED HAIR - FORK OF ROAD DIRT 
9 DROPS HEARTS COLOGNE - DIG UP 9 DAYS LATER 
THROW OVERHEAD INTO WATER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

li ' le dirt an ' has 
me a li ' l e bottle, 
or cup or anythin ' 
ah wants t uh put dat 
dirt in, an' go on 

back home. Well, ah kin fix dis right up out t uh de fo ' ks of de road . Aftah ah 
git dis dirt an ' put it in dat bottle , den ah has me a ten-cent bot tle of Hearts 
Cologne. Put dat Hearts Cologne on dat - nine drops, see. An ' aftah ah po ' dat 
in dat bot tle, den ah puts anythin' - any othah article ah got lak hair or any
thin ' . Ah ' ll fix dat up. 

Well now, heah ' s what all goes in dere: Dat d irt out de fo ' ks of de road. Buy 
a bottle of  Hearts Cologne jis' about dat big [demonstrates] , a ten-cent bottle.  
Yuh po' dat intuh dis dirt or whatsomevah dat chew g o t  t ub  put dis dirt in, a 
bottle o r  cup . An ' aftah yuh put dat in dere, den yuh takes hair. Don ' t care 
whut part it come from - come from out yore haid , puts i t in dere .  An ' aftah yuh 
put dat hair in dere, yuh stop dat hair up airtight an ' takes it back to dese 
peoples ' home an ' bury dis fo' nine inches under de ground . Dat rep resent de 
nine mawnin' dat she'll leave dere . [She ' ll leave on or before the ninth day . ] 
Den go b ack an' take it outa dere an' goes to a runnin' stream of water an' throw 
dis in a runnin ' stream of  water . An ' when yo ' throw dis , throw it high enough 
to give a splash tuh dis bottle . Don ' t look back - jis' throw it  ovah yuh haid , 
don' t look back atal l. 

An' jis ' long as dat watah an ' dat bottle floats - it don ' t  be a big bottle , 
a little  bo ttle , so [demonstrates ] .  So long as it goes , dat person dat yuh ' s 
aftah , dey is gone. 

(You throw it high eno ugh?) 
High enough tuh make de splash be  heard [over] dat curse words. 
[My trans criber ommi t ted dat aurse words; a common practice to end a rit e  with 

a cursing incantation. Why the splash had to be heard during or after the curse 
words is a sort of So be it or Amen.] [Waycross,  Ga . ,  ( 1143 ) ,  1 860 : 7 . ]  

( 31 )  PAPER - WRAPPED IN - HAIR - SALT - BLACK PEPPER 
3 INGREDIENTS 

6338 . Wal , dey kin 
take yuh hair. Git ' em 
on a piece o f  papah an' 
wrap i t  up an' put some 

salt an ' b lack peppah wit i t .  Put it  in runnin ' watah an '  yuh got-a git outa dis 
town . Dat will put chew a-travelin ' . [Jacksonville , Fla . ,  (608) , 7 86 : 7 . ]  

6 339 . Ah heard dat chew kin take three s tran ' s of  a person ' s  hair an ' go tub 
a runnin ' stream o f  wa tah an' put it in dere, if yuh want tub git 'em outa town

(32) PAPER - 3 STRAND S  OF HAIR - WRAPPED IN 
sompin lak dat - an' let it run 
down . Yuh know, dey put it in 
de watah in some kinda papah an' 

j is ' let it go down de s tream .  Dat dey would leave de town. 
(You said they wrap it up in some kind o f  paper . ) 
Wrap it up in some kind o f  paper an ' let it swim, see . Let it  swim downs tream 

an ' dat - dat person would leave town . [Waycross , Ga . , (105 8 ) ,  1 718:2. ] 
6340. Now ah tell yuh anothah 

(33)  PAPER YELLOW � HAIR WRAPPED 9 TIMES IN thin ' tub s end ' em away . If yuh 
kin git dis now . Now dis is 

pur t ty hard tub git . Yuh don't git dis all de t ime . 
If yuh kin git a few strand s o f  'is hair , yo ' undahs tan' , an ' wrap it up in 

yellah papah an ' put nine wrops in it,  see [demons trates by wrapping and countinru 
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1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 - 8 - 9 .  
(Wait a minute! 
Comin' to yuh . 

Do you wrap it that way , the way you are wrapping it now?) 

(It comes to you and goes out . )  
Yes sir . An ' yuh take dat an ' put it  in runnin' watah . Dat ' ll carry 'ta 

away . [St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1024), 1656:4 . ]  
6341. Dey could take yore hair an ' run yo ' crazy . Dey take i t  an ' put it in 

runnin ' watah . Dey furce set it in rainwater an' wiggle- tails git into de [rain] 

(34) RAINWATER ATTRACTS WIGGLE-TAILS 
PUT BOTH IN BOTTLE - ADD A HORSEHAIR AND 
VICTIM1S HAIR - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

watah . An' dey ' d  drop dat hair 
in [the water containing wig
gle-tails ] [and also ]  a horse
hair , suppose to  make a worm. 
Den dey ' ll take yore hair an ' 

put it in a bottl e wit rocks in there [to sink it ] , an ' t ' row i t  in running watah . 
[Wiggle-tail= wiggler or wriggler - larva or pupa o f  the mosquito.] [New 
Orleans , La., {802), 1118:5 . ]  

6342. Yo ' go to d e  spring 
son ' s hair an ' yo ' put in dat 

an ' yo ' git dat watah an ' g it a s trand of a per
- yo '  put it in a bottle . Yo ' ketch yo ' some an ' 

(35) SPRING - WATER FROM - BOTTLED 
KEEP IN CORNER OF BEDROOM 

of yore bedroom.  Keep dat in dere all 
(What will that do ? )  

yo ' put i t  in a bottle . An ' yo ' put 
dat in a bottle an ' yo ' take dat an ' 
bring [it ]  back wit yo ' home . An ' j es '  
keep it all de time right in de cornah 

de time . 

Dat ' s  tub keep him at home. [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1547), 2808:8. ]  
6343 . A lady tole me dat she run a lady crazy . An' she ' d  taken s ome hair 

out of ' er [other woman ' s ]  haid an ' she put it in a bottle , jis ' a bottle an ' 

(36) TALKING TO HAIR - BOTTLED - RUNNING WATER - 9 DAYS 
stop it up an ' carry 
it to a runnin ' 
s tream of  watah an ' 

throw it in , an ' talk an ' tell 
vben dem nine days wuz up , she 
2402:1.] 

it , "Ah want chew tub run dis lady crazy . "  An ' 
j is '  fooZin' arozy . [ Sumter , s. Car . , (1363), 

6344. Well , ah ' ve heard dat yuh kin take a lock of a woman ' s hair an ' throw 
it when de tide is goin ' out - j is '  so yo ' knows de watah goes out an ' comes in . 

(37) TIDE GOING OUT - THROW BOTTLED HAIR INTO 
Well , when de t ide is goin ' 
out why yuh throw dat bottle 
wit dat hair - s top dat fulla 

watah - an ' let it go out. An ' dat will run de man , ah mean dat woman , crazy. 
[Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1176) ,, 1989:3 . ]  

6345 . Dey take de hair an ' put it in a snuffbox , an ' 
de tide ' s  goin' out an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  Evah time de 

goes tub de rivah when 
t ide go an ' come, why 
dey - don ' t care where 

dey is , an ' whut kiDda 
job dey got, why dey 
j is ' driftin' from place 

(38) TIDE GOING OUT - THROW INTO - HAIR IN SNUFFBOX 

tub place. 
(They are drifting all the time . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201), 2016:8.] 

(39) SLUGGISH SLOW TIDE - HAIR IN BOTTLE 
6346 . If a man would take some 
hair out a woman baid, or eithah 
a man haid , an' jes' or'nar'ly -

-.e, we got a sluggish slow tide cher e .  An' yo ' stop it up [in a bottle ] j es '  
as tight as it kin be s topped , see ,  an ' put j es '  enough water or anythin ' dat 
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sink dat bottle. Jes' let it swim wit de tide a piece, not [sink] right down to 
de bottom. An' she left town. She won't come, be back, but she won't be hurt. 
Dat de woman's hair, see. 

(That's to run her out of town?) 
Yeah, dat's to run her outa town. [Brunswick, Ga., (1183), 1995:2.] 
6347. Take dat hair an' put it in a bottle of watah. Go down tub de rivah 

when de tide be goin' out, yo' see, an' take dat hair an' git some of dat watah 

(40) WATER - OF OUT-GOING TIDE - IN BOTTLE WITH HAIR 
THROW INTO OUT-GOING TIDE WITH A CURSE 

whut runnin' out -
while it's floatin' -
de tide be goin' out. 
Put some of dat watah 

an' stop it up an' throw dat bottle ovahbo'd an' say, "God damn, yo' son-of-a
bitch, yuh oughta been daid ," an' let dat bottle run out, an' dat'll jes' run 
yo' crazy. See dat watah be carryin' it time de tide be goin' out, see. Dat 
watah carries it on out, yo' see, an' yo' jes' nevah would have no mo' good 
sense. Yo' jes' be crazy, don't know whut's de mattah wit chew. 

(Now, you put this hair in the bottle after you empty the bottle out, but you 
must get some of the water as the tide is going out and put in the bottle and 
cork it up, then throw it right back into the same water.) 

Yes. [Brunswick, Ga., (1207), 2040:5.] 
6348. Takin' yuh hair an' puttin' it in [can or bucket of] watah, an' dey 

steps fo' three days. 
it up an' throw it in 

take it out an' put it in a stockin', an' bury it undah de 
In three days dey take 
runnin' watah. 

(41) 3 DAYS BURIED UNDER ST EPS 
THEN INTO RUNNING WATER 

(What will that do?) 
Say it will run yuh crazy. 
(What do you mean, put that hair in water? 
What kind of water?) 

Well, yuh know, sompin lak put it 
(You mean ordinary water?) 

in a can or bucket or sompin lak dat . 

Yes sir. [Florence, s. Car., (1302), 2202:1.] 
6349. D ey git de hair from de comb an' dey mix it up wit a little - put some 

salt in it, de way ah heard it. Now, put salt in it an' sometimes dey puts cham

(42) TIDE GOING OUT - BOTTLED HAIR - SALT - URINE 
3 INGREDIENTS - 3 OR 5 OR 9 DAYS 

in it an' put de salt in it an' stop it up. See, an' 
it as de tide goin' out. An' dey chunk it as de tide 
three tuh five tuh nine days, yore mind will be goin' 
aftah while yo' find yoreself crazy. [Savannah, Ga., 

ber Lye in it. Put dat in 
de chamber Zye in de bot
tle. Put dat in de bot
tle - put de chamber Lye 

goes tub de rivah an' chunk 
goin' out, well, about from 
- goin' till yo' go, an' 
(1262), 2145:4.] 

(43) 3 INGREDIENTS: RED PEPPER - PEPPERGRASS - HAIR 
AT 12 01 CLOCK THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

6350. Dey could take 
yore hair an' stop it 
up in a bottle wit cay-
enne peppah, peppah

grass an' take dat bottle at 12 o'clock hour on, an' chunk it ovahbo'd in de 
Mississippi River, an' jes' as she [bottle] drift, you'll drift aroun'. [New 

WEARING OF HAIR 
(1) A LOVE RITE 

Orleans, La., (811), 1169:6.] 
6351. [The wearing of hair, a common love rite, is scat
tered throughout Hoodoo. In addition to'many examples given 
elsewhere, here are a few more:] 

How tub win yuh husban', yassuh [yes sir], if he wuz lovin' somun [someone] else. 
Ah had taken some of dere [his] hair outa de mole [mold of the head] an' weah 
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[wear] it a couple mont's [months], an' ah have regained 'im back. 
(You took some hair out of your husband's head and just [meaning nothing eZse] 

wore it, and that brought him back. ) [Wilson, N. Car. ; (1500), 2668:3.] 
6352. Git chure hair an' take dat hair -

(2) BAG OR SACK- HAIR IN - A HAND she kin take dat hair, an' ·if it' s yore 
hair an' she wants yo' tuh love 'er, she 

kin take dat hair an' sew it up in a piece of cloth, an' take an' weah dat cloth 
an' wherevah dat he goes, why yo' [she] will long aftah 'im. [Waycross, Ga., 
(1120a) ,  1798:2. ] 

635'3. Well, some people'll [people will] take haih. Jes' lak yo' take mah 
hair yo' know an' weah it, weah it on me [you] , put it in a bag or somepin an' 
pin it tuh de clothes on de inside. [They] says dat'll make mah mind cleave 
tuh dem [you] . [Brunswick, Ga., (1242) , 2111:5. ] 

6354. Ah heard say if yo' take a person's hair an' sew it up in a li'le sack 
an' weah it somewheres aroun' [you] , why dey'll love yo' fo'evah- dey nevah be 
'way from yo'. [Wilson, N. Car., (1506) , about 2673:4.] [The reason why I did 
not know the cylinder number here, there were two rites typed on the same tran
scription sheet, I forgetting to note here the cylinder number on the upper half. 
Since I have all separate rites in volumes 1 and 2 listed in numberical order, I 
know cylinder 1506 contains rites numbered 2673. The place number 4 on the cyl
inder is typed on the lower half of the original transcription sheet. The com
aent will explain other instances of unknown numbers in Hoodoo.] 

6355. Gittin' some of de 
(3) FOOTSKIN (DEAD) HERS - HIS HAIR - SHE WEARS man hair an' some of de 

dirt - jes' lak a woman she 
git some of de man hair an' git some of de dead skin from undah 'er foot, an' 
weah it roun' 'er wais', an' dat'll keep 'im mo' [more] close tuh 'er. 

(She takes some of his hair and some of the dead skin from the bottom of her 
feet and puts it together. ) 

Yessuh. [Sumter, S. Car. ,  (1346) , 2328:16.] 
6356. Take some of de hair an' some of de [foot] tracks an' weah it roun' 

yore waist, an' dat'll keep ' em down - some of dey right track. 
(Who would do that as a rule?) 

(4) FOOT TRACK AND HAIR HIS - WOMAN WEARS A woman would do dat. 
(Take some of the man's hair and 

some of his right foot track to keep him down?) 
Yassuh. [Sumter, S. Car. , (1346) , 747:6. ] 
6357. Ah've heard dat dey kin take dat hair an' sew it intuh de bindin' of 

dey clothes. It mo' lak gittin' yore nature if dey keep dat hair sewed intuh de 
bindin' of dey clothes an' it become sweaty wit de nature 

(5) HEM OR BINDING of yo'. Den yo' kin come mo' lak managin' dat person. 
An' den ag'in yo' kin weah it [hair] in de bottom of yore 

shoe. Weah it in yore shoe an' walk on it an' dat person will nevah beca.e a 
enemy of yo', becuz yo' got 'em undah yore feet. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1408), 

2530:11.] 
(6) LODESTONE - RED FLANNEL - HAIR 6358. Yo' kin take de hair an' yo' git 

chew a lodestone wit it an' sew it up in 
a piece of red flannel an' weah it nex' tuh yo'. Dat's yore mind. Ah've got it, 
yore mind. Yo' weah dat an' dat' s supposed tuh draw yore mind, see. Keep it 
always an' weah it on yo'. 

(That will draw you. ) [Little Rock, Ark. , (897), 1468:5.] 
6359. [MoZd or mouZd (the latter British) a term for a special place on top 

of the head, had few sayings or rites in Folklore tram Adams County Illinois, 1st 
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ed . These few beliefs  concerned the top of a baby ' s  head , the s till unj oined 
skull sutures which informants called the soft spot - anatomically the fontane l. 
An adult mo ld, sutures grown together and the center from which hair spread in 
all dir ections, informants knew as the arown or arown of the h ead. Some persons 
knew the name mold for the top o f  the head but no folklore about it . This top
of-the-head s i gnificance of mold appears in Websters New International DiationaPy 
of the English Language , 2nd ed. , 1942;  but The Random House Diationary of the 
English Language Unabridged (1966) omi ts the definition. Does this omission 
indicate infrequent usage or obsolescence for a word as old as the Anglo-Saxon 

language? There are many hair-from-the-mold-of
(7) MOLD OF THE HEAD HAIR the-head rites in Hoodoo . ] 

[mo ld ]  of  yore haid an '  weah 
Car., (1348), 2600:5.] 

An' d en d ey kin take de hair ag'in out de mole 
it  on de body an' make 'em love yo'. [Sumter, S .  

6360 .  Tuh make l ove wit a woman, yo' cud [could] git - yo '  cudn ' t git it 
anyway - git somebody tuh git some of 'er hair. An' take dat hair , put it in 
any kinda bag , but spec ially i f  it be a piece of new cloth . It be in de first 

(8) 9 DAYS, THE FIRST - WEAR HER HAIR- IN BAG 
OF NEW CLOTH - MONTHLY "FEED" HEARTS OWN COLOGNE 

piece an ' den de pocket 
[bag] be roun ' i t. Put 
it roun ' yore wais ' an ' 
den fas ten it roun ' 

dere. Firs ' ' n ' int [ anoint ] it wit Hawthorne Cologne [Hearts Own Cologne , though 
for a long time this word sounded like hartshorn or hawthorne ] .  An ' evah once a 
mont ' yo' would ' n ' i nt dat wit dat Hathorne [He arts Own] Cologne. If yo ' cudn ' t  
g i t  de hair , anybody - j is '  so anybody git it an ' den give it  tuh yo ' . Dey cud 
fix it fo' yo ' if  dey wanted tub. But tuh make her love yo ' , den yo ' have tuh 
have dat hair an' weah i t  roun ' yore wais ' .  ' Nint it firs' wit Hathorne [He arts 
Own] Co logne . When yo ' see de love begin tuh git weakah, all yo ' go tta do is 
'nint it ag ' in . An ' jis' as long as yo' keep dat ha ir an' 'nint dat - even yo' 
cud take it off aftah yo ' weah it  de firs' n ine d ays. But if yo' see etc. [ St .  
Petersburg ,  Fla . ,  (1046) , 1701:3.] 

6 361 . A fellah tole me, ah wuz a kid , a kind of a small lad of a kid , an ' 
dere wuz a girl dat ah wuz likin ' ,  an' he had come, walked up to me one day an' 
says, "Whut chew stud 'in' ' bout?" 

Ah say , "Well, ah jes'a studyin ' , ah don ' har ' ly [hardly ] know." 
[He ] say , "Well ,  it's a woman yo' s tud'in ' ' bout ? )  
Ah say , "How y o '  know?" 
[He ] s ay , "Open yuh han ' ." 
An ' ah j es '  open mah han ' an ' he looked in mah han' an ' he say, "Well , ah tell 

yo ' whut chew kin do . " Said , "Yo ' take an ' go git chew a [ new] bottle of Heart 's 

(9 )  9 DAYS - 4 STRANDS - NEW HEARTS COLOGNE 
WEAR IN SEAT OF CLOTHES 

OR PLAIT AND ROLL AND WEAR IN LEFT ARMPIT 

Cologne an' git fo ' strands 
of dat woman ' s  hair an ' put 
it  in d at He art's Cologne an ' 
weah it in de seat o f  yuh 
clothes [ pubic region sug

gested by later armpit ]  nine days . An' if  yo ' don' wanta do dat , take some of 
'er hair. Take a p lait o f  'er hair an' roll it up real tight an ' weah it  undah 
yuh lef' ahm [arm]. An' don' nevah gi t rida [ rid of ] hit . "  An ' he say , "She'll 
nevah leave yo ' ." [ Fayetteville, N. Car . , (1422 ) , 2462:1 . ]  

636 2 .  Yuh hair . Or 
(10) 9 NEEDLES - HAIR FOLDED - BOTTLED - ABOUT WAIST tuh make love er any

thing , dey ' ll [ take ] 
dat an' fol dit [fold i t] up an' den put s ome - weahzit [wears i t] aroun ' dere 
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wais ' [ wais t ] ,  see. Dat not tuh do no hahm [ harm] do [though]. Dat tuh make 
love , if  anybody - yuh wife wan'a keep yuh in. 

(Yes, what would she do then?) 
Dey go tuh verk [work ] an '  yuh [dey] put dat in a bottle, [with] 9 needles an' 

lak dat. Dey put 'em in. Dis ole man ' ave [have ] tell me . [Charles ton , S. Car. , 
{502) , 546:3+85.] 

6363. [Paper is a magic substance in hoodoo: 
parchment) ,  co lor , new, ruled or unruled, shape , 

type of ( including imitation 
etc. Fo Uing and wrapping and 

tying are magic rites . ]  
(11) PAPER - WRAP IN - MOLD-OF-HIS-HEAD HAIR 

SHE WEARS SEWED IN SACK 
If he's got othah woman roun ' 
an ' dey ain't got de habit of 
hittin' it off, she could jes'

jes'  git a stran' of hair out de mol ' [mold] of 'is haid, an' wrop i t  up in a 
p iece of papah, an' j es '  make a sack fo' her tuh weah yo' know, jes' sew it up in 
some of 'er clothes she ' s gon'a weah .  Why he couldn't leave dere no time , unless 
he goes tuh 'is business - couldn't stay no longah. [Wilson , N. Car., (1509) , 

(12)  RED PEPPER - HAIR - WRAPPED - WORN 
2677:9.] 
6364 . If yo' have a piece of der e 
hair yo ' kin git ' em back . Ah heard 

dey takes it an' wrap it in some peppah an ' tote it, in red peppah. Bring a per
son back . [ Fayetteville , N. Car., ( 1444 ) , 2614:15. ] 

6365. Dey take yore hair , a stran' of yore hair, an' dey cut it an ' put a 
li'le piece of it on ' em an' dey wear it roun' below • • •  A piece of yore hair an' 
put a piece of dere garment an '  wear it down below dere stomach. Yes - an' then -

(13) ROUN 1 BELOW SHE WEARS HIS HAIR 
WRAPPED IN PIECE OF HER CLOTHES 

that makin' love . 
(They put a piece of any kind of gar

ment?) 

'er b loomers , 
2447:5. ] 

Yes a piece of 'er garment - de seat of 
ye s s uh . Yes - dat make a man love ' em .  [Sumter, S .  Car. , (1378) , 

6366. Yo ' kin git some of dat woman's hair an' take an' put a halfa teaspoon
ful of salt intuh some watah an' a li ' le bit of camphah tuh it , dey says. An' yo' 

{14) SALT - CAMPHOR - WATER - HAIR - SHAKE 
kin shake dat up - de hair an ' a 
li'le bita camphah an ' watah an' 
dat table salt tuhgethah . An' 

she will leave from where she ' s  at or leave de man she ' s wit . [ Savannah , Ga., 

{15) SALT - SPICES - HAIR - TIED IN RAG 
(1256) , 2130:3.] 
6367� Ah heard people say yo' could 
take a person's hair an ' tie it up 

�a rag or sampin lak dat, an' put salt an ' ah think dey said spices in it an' 
carry it wit ' em all de time. Dat make ' em love dem ,  see. [Fayetteville , B. 

Car., (1394) , 2405:9 . ]  
(16) 3 DAYS - HE WEARS HER HAIR 6 368 . Jes ' lak yo' wants tuh git iD touch 

IN SEAT OF HIS UNDERWEAR wit a woman an ' cain ' t git in touch wit 'er, 
yo' go tuh work an ' j es '  take yo' two or 

three stran' s of hair out of 'er haid; yo' know, tie ' em an' weah 'em� de seat 
of yore undahweah - weah it three days . Well, dat gits dat yo' see. [Florence, 

(17) 3 STRANDS OF HAIR - SUGAR - LARD 
IN DIME-SIZED PAD AND WEAR 

s. Car. , (1328) , 2282:9.] 
6369. For ins tance , if I had a wife 
and she was in love with me and I was 
running around with other women and I 

wemt to sleep, she would pull three strands of my hair and put them in a bag , and 
� sugar and lard , and make it  just the size of a dime in a little pad, and wear 
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it around her leg, either leg. I would have no more use for any other woman. 
[Fredericksburg, Va., by Ediphone . ]  

6370. Well , ah ' ve heard dat chew could take de hair out of a woman's haid 
an' jes' take a string an '  tie dis hair, if yo'd wanta harm 'em [her] some way . 

(18) TIED HAIR WORN ABOUT WAIST UNTIL LOST 
Weah it aroun' yore waist, weah 
it until de hair lose out. Say 
when de hair lose [is lost], yo' 

done lost de woman. [Fa yetteville, N. Car., (1429), 2578:12.] 

(19) TIE HAIR IN CLOTH - USE HEARTS OWN PERFUME 
TIE AND WEAR ROUND WAI S T  

6 3 7 1 .  Heard dem say dat 
chew kin take yore hair an' 
put it in s o me powdahs an', 
an' some Hawthorne[= Hearts 

Own] Cologne. S a id dey ta ke dat an' p ut dat an' tie it , an' put it in a c loth an' 
ti e ro un '  yo re wa is'. Dey said dat'll make mens lov e  yo '. [Wayc ros s , Ga., (1108), 

( 20 )  UNDERWEAR - INTO PIEC E OF HERS - HE WRAPS 
HER HAIR AND SEWS IT INTO NEW CLOTH 

TO WEAR IN HIS POCKET 

1783:1.] 
6372 . Yo ' kin take a woman's 
hair an' a piece of 'er undah-
weah an' a piece of new cloth, 
an' sew it up tight an' weah 

it in yore pocket, an' dey says she ' ll love yo'. Else [ o therwise ] she'l l be extra 
mean tuh yo'. [St. Petersburg, Fla . ,  (1010), 1636:2.] 

(21) WOMAN WEARS MAN'S HAIR IN BELT 
6373. Take a man's hair, a strand of his 
hair out of his haid, an' put it - make a 
belt, chew know - an' put dat hair indat 

belt an' wear it roun' yore waits [waist]. Dat will make him crazy about chew 
too . Ah've tried dat too .  [Waycross, Ga., (1078 ) ,  1747:3.] 

6374 . Well, ah heard i t  said if yuh git nine strands of der hair an' yuh wrap 
dat aroun ' a cord nine times jis' lak yuh tyin' up a [package] - jis' aro un' de 
hair, wrap it from yuh a ll de time. Den yuh git chew nine drops spirits of tur

WRAP AWAY FROM YOU 9 TIMES 
CORD ABOUT PAPER PACKAGE CONTAINING 

9 STRANDS OF HAIR - 9 DROPS OF TURPENTINE 
PUT UNDER PERSON'S STEPS - BEFORE SUNRISE 9 DAYS 

REMOVING PACKAGE EAC H NIGHT AFTER SUNSET 

pentine an' yuh put on dat , an ' 
yuh wrops da t up in a piece of 
papah . [You put 9 s trands of 
victim's hair in a p iece of 
paper, add 9 drops of t urpen
t ine , and wrap a cord from you 
9 times about this paper pack

age . ]  An' yuh go an' put it undah de [house owner's or renter's] doorstep. Yuh 
put it undah dere evah mawnin' befo' de sunrise fo' nine mawnin's. Yuh put dat 
undah dere an' yuh go ba ck after sundown. Yuh put dat undah dere an' yuh go back 
aftah sundown. Yuh put it undah dere befo' sunrise an' go back aftah sundown an' 
git it, den put i t  bac k  dere ag'in befo' sunrise. Yuh go it fo ' nine mawnin'san' 
on de ninth mawnin' dey [owner or renter] goin' be movin'. [wrapping and winding, 
two important magic ac tions have no t alway s been indexed in the past. There ar e 
in Hoodoo many examples of the former, especially wrapping to you or away from 
you. True winding rites pro ba bly wi ll also b e  found in Hoodoo, they appearing i n  
love ri tes of general folklore (see BALL OF YARN examples , FACI, 2nd ed. , p.439). 

WHISKEY - LODESTONE - BLUESTONE - HAIR 
9 MORNINGS - BEFORE S PEAKING - SHAKING BOTTLE 

[Wilmington , N. Car . , (294), 
217:4- 85+.] 
6375. If she wanta take him from 
'is wife . Yo ' see, he's got a 
wife an' she wanta take him. An' 
' co rdin ' to da t, well, he'll go 

an' sta y wit 'er all night. Well, while he ' s  dere, s he ' l l cut some hair out of 
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' is haid, see. She'll take dat hair out an' put it intuh a quart bottle an' good 
whiskey on it, an' put bluestone an' lodestone in dere. An' befo' she' ll speak 
to anybody, she'll git up evah mawnin' fo' nine straight mawnin' s an' shake dat 
up. An' at de end of de ninth mawnin' when she shake it up, dat hair will bejes' 
as black as a coal in dat bottle. An' dat man will walk right out of de housean' 
walk ovah dere tuh her, an' ' is wife won' say an' thin' tuh him. 

(That takes this man away from his wife?) 
Yessuh. [Memphis, Tenn., (1530), 2736:4. ] 

7. FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN 

[These three parts of the human body appear separately, joined with one or 
the other, or all together, or in various combinations with various substances. 
About one-third of them concern food and drink. As always in these sections of 
special material, not all rites are here. Others will be found elsewhere, espe
cially in INTERVIEWS.] 

6376. Yo' know, jes' lak we be settin' down filin' our fingahnail off, yo' 
know, an' yo' know people be settin' roun' talkin' tuh each othah an' ain't 

ANT HOLE - HER FINGERNAILS IN - STOP UP HOLE NEXT DAY 
SHE'S GOIN' BAD • • •  LAK SOMEBODY GOT DE TB - SHE DRY IN' AWAY 

thinkin' about it. 
Well, dey watch 
chew an' dey git 
chure fingahnails. 

Ah' ll take 'em up an' ah'll carry 'em tuh dis ant bed an' whenevah dey take yore 
fingahnails an' carry ' em tuh de ants bed, yo' know dose ants mo' den apt tuh 
take evahthin' dey kin an' carry dem in ' is hole. See, when he carry dat, den 
ah'll go back de nex' mawnin' an' if dat ant is missin' , have taken dese nails, 
well ah'm goin' stop de hole up. Well, dat' s  she' s goin' bad, got somepin, jes' 
lak somebody got de TB [tuberculosis]. Jes' long as her fingahnails an' thin's 
is stopped up in dis hole, she dryin' away. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1423), 

ART NEST - WOMAN'S TOENAILS AND MAN'S HAIR IN 

2586:9. ] 
6377. Take an' put yuh toenail 
an' a piece of dis man's hair in 
dere an' yo' kin git 'im back. 
(Put it where?) 

In de ants nest, in a red ants nest. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1425), 2571:4. ] 
6378. Yo' soak yore feet an' den yo' git a knife an' scrape dat skin off -

some of dat dead skin. Make it up an' put it in sompin tuh drink. Nachurally 

ARMPIT WATER - FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN - IN DRINK 
ef yo' drink 
tea, put it in 
yore tea or in 

coffee. An' take yore fingahnails an' toenails an' parch dem an' beat de. up 
an' put it in coffee·or tea. An ' wash undah yuh arm an' put dat in de tea. Dat 
will make 'em love yuh, make dem real jealous of yo', too. An' ef yo' don't min' 
'ea, make 'em kill yo' . [Mobile, Ala. , (672), 887:2.] 

ARMPIT SWEAT - FINGERNAIL AND TOENAIL CLIPPINGS 
IN LIQUOR - HIDE 3 DAYS - LET VICTIM DRINK 

6379. Dey say a ¥0111811, eithah 
a man, if dey want dey husban' 
or dey wife tuh stay home. Yo' 
take yuh fingahnails - trim yuh 

fingahnails, trim de toenails an' wash undahneath each one of yore arms an' if 
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dey drink likkah , put i t  in likkah an' let it  se t fer three days . Don '  let ' em 
see i t .  J is ' conceal it somewhe re . An' dey say dey would nevah leave , j i s '  hang 
righ t  aroun ' dere - s tay home . [Jacksonville , Fla. , (549 ) ,  686 : 6 . ] 

6380 . [This may b e  my only example o f  the rare term badge , meaning hand , or 
toby or mojo. ] 

I f  yo ' wanted 'er tub love yo ' , why yo ' j es '  
a b ath an '  git some of  de dirty skin from undah 

take s ome of  - j es '  lak yo'd take 
de bottom of yo re feet , de hollah 

BADGE - MADE WITH FOOTSKIN FROM HOLLOW OF LEFT FOOT 
PARCHED FINGERNAIL CLIPPINGS - FINGERNAIL DIRT 
HER HAIR BURNED - MIX 1/EAKfS COLOGNE - SULPHUR 

ALL IN SMALL PACKAGE - WORN IN LEFT ARMP IT - 7 DAYS 

of yer lef' feet . Trim yer 
fingahnails good an' close 
an ' gi t some of de dirt froa 
undah dere . Take dem an ' 
parch dem, parch de fingah
nails . Parch dese fingah

nails b rown ,  beat it up , an' git some of ' er hair an '  burn it  - de hair from 'er 
haid an '  burn it . Mixes it tuhge thah wit He�ts Cologne an ' sulphur , an ' weah it 
undah yer lef ' arm as a badge. 

(Wear i t  under your left armpit as a badge. )  
An' in seven days she ' ll eithah come o r  she ' ll write yo ' a lettah .  [ St .  

Petersburg , Fla . , (1042 ) , 16 87 : 4 . ] 
6 381 . Yo ' kin make de girl love 

yore feet nice an' clean an ' scrape 
yo ' dat way . Well , yo ' kin take an ' wash 
de callous l ightly , see. Go git chew a dime' s  

BEER - DRINK WITH FOOT BATHWATER AND SCRAPINGS 
wuth [wor th ]  of b eer or 15 cents 
wuth of b eer an ' put dat in dere . 
Keep it always shet up good . 

Keep it in - an ' co ' se yo ' 
JES '  AS WILD ABOUT CHEW AS 
(1566) , 2868 : 7 . ] 

could drink a glass an ' give huh a glas s , an ' SHE BE 
SOMEBODY ELSE IS ABOUT DERE BABY . [New Orleans , La. , 

6 382 . Well , dey will take dat an ' have yo ' lame all de time. 
(What do they do wi th that then , after they s crape the bottom o f  the fee t ?  

What d o  they do with that then? ) 
Bo ttle it up wit s ome stuff dey call de blue 

BLUE VITRIOL - FOOTSKIN vi trus - wit b lue vi tr>us . An' den dey take it 
BOTTLED - BURIED IN YOUR PATH an ' aftah dey put dat blue vitrus in wit it , dey 

take it  den wit a mixture fo ' tuh do yo ' harm -
me harm, or somebody else . Don ' care whose  [who ] ' tis . Dey ' d mix it , yo ' know , 
an ' driv ' [ drip ] it [bury bottle so that it  leaks ] long wherevah yo' have tuh go , 
fo ' tuh s trike yo ' wi t pain [ in the feet ] .  [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 4 7 3 ) , 48 5 : 1 . ] 

638 3 . An ' dey could trim yer fingahnails , yo ' know . Say now , like if yo' set 
dere an ' trim yer fingahs , I ' d  gathah dem up . See, I ' d  gathah dem up an' take 

B LUE VITRIOL - FINGERNAILS O R  TOENAILS - BOTTLED 9 DAYS 
REMOVE - DRY - PUT IN ANOTHER BOTTLE - WITH COLOGNE ROOT 
URINE - BURY - HAND OR FOOT TROUBLE ACCORDING TO NAILS USED 

dem - or toenails , 
eithah one of ' em. 
Take ' em an ' put 
' em in a l i ' le vial . 
An' aftah yo' put 

'em intuh de l i ' le vial , yo ' would keep ' em  in dis vial fo ' ' b out nine days , wit 
a li ' le vi trus wit ' em fo ' . tuh git 'em soft . Den yo' take ' em out of  dat vitrus 
an '  dry ' em  off, an' put ' em in anothah vial den an ' put othah s tuff wit ' em.  

(What other stuff do they put with that second vial? What do they put in that 
second vial? ) 

Intuh de secon ' one yo ' ll put some o f  yer own chamber lye , an ' a li ' le b i t  of 
cologne root. 

(Co Zogne root? ) 
Cologne root . An' yo ' ll take dat an ' shift  i t  aroun ' [ in the bottle ] . Dat is 
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tub do ' em harm. 
[ Co Zogne root is probably a product of the root-seller or hoodoo drug store . ] 
(Well, what do you do with that bottle then, that has that stuff in it? This 

second bottle, what do you do with that ,  then ? )  
D e  bottle? Well, yo ' could take dat bottle out some place an' bury it . Bury 

dat bottle an' dat' ll make dem useless in dere han' s  or foot , wherever dese nails 
come from . [Norfolk , Va . , (473) , 484 : 6 . ] 

6384 . Dat he tole yo' concernin' scrapin' part of de foot , didn' t he [.y 
contact man ] ?  [My contact man always required a rite before anyone could enter 

BURN OR S CORCH : FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN 
(1)  AH DON ' KNOW IF WHITE FOLKS DO OR NOT 

AH KNOW COLORED DO • • •  SCRAPE DE FOOT 

interviewing room . We wanted 
to be certain informant knew 
what we wanted . The rite in
formant gave now follows . ] 
Yo' wash ' am  an' evahthin' 

an '  yo' take an' yo' scrape a li' le bit of de skin off yore foot . Ah don' know 
if white folks do or not .  Ah know colored do, but now yo ' - co'se ah nevah knowed 
zactly whut dey [white folks] do . Yo ' take an ' scrape de foot an ' - take a knife , 
a dull knife so yo' won' cut chure foot, an ' scrape it lak dat. Yo' take an ' put 
it in a li' le [ can or jar] top an' put it in de stove [oven] an' brown it . When 
it brown - yo' mix it [with] black peppah an' put it in de s tove . An ' whoevah yo ' 
vanta see, dat all yo've gotta do . An '  whoevah dat chew want - whatevah one yo ' 
want , yo' ll have ' em right down undah yore foot. Dey'll come an' give yo ' evah
thin ' an ' s tick right tub yo ' . [ Sumter , s.  Car. , (1348) , 2331 : 2 . ]  

6 385 . Ah heard tell of wimmins trickin ' mens dat way, j es' git de mens where 
dey got dem undah dey own command yo' know . Yo' know aftah a certain time of de 

yeah , aftah yo ' washes good lak dat , dere ' s  a 
( 2) DEY BURNIN ' PART OF 'IM daid skin comes off dat ,  off dere · feet . Dey say 

dey' ll destroy [scrape off ]  dat skin an' takes 
it an ' burns it . An' natur' ly dey burnin' part of ' im.  An' wherevah dey burn it 
at - whoevah burns it, dey j es' claim dat to ' em jes' lak dat . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1510) , 2678 : 3 . ] 

6386 . (They trim them? Well, what do 
De trimmin' s  of ' em ,  dey takes 'em an' 

(3) COME DOWN LIKE YO' GOT CONSUMPTION 

they say they do with those [ nails]? ) 
scorch ' em , an' scorch ' em - scorch 

' em tuhgethah . Aftah dey do's dat , 
dey buries ' em  in a piece of papah . 
An' when de papah begin tuh rot away 

.m' dis dust of dey trimmings go down in de dirt , dey say yo' begin d�n an ' molt 
..ay , come down like yo' got consumption . [Richmond, Va . ,  (427- 428) , 380: 5 . ] 

6387 . Scrape de bottom of yore feet , git de 
(4) YO 'LL NEVAH SETTLE DOWN dead skin off .  Dat means if yo' evah let some

body git de dead skin from undah de bottaa of 
yare feet , dey say dat yo' ll nevah settle down. Yo' ll always be goin ' froa one 
� to de othah. 

�t do they do with that dead skin , anything? )  
Jis ' take i t  an' burn i t  up , wrap it an' burn it . 
(Give you a sort of hot-foot with that? )  

Keep yo ' goin' all de time . [Wilson, N .  Car . , (1459) , 2648 : 20 . ] 
6388. Fingahnails or toenails people would [ t ake ] an '  ball ' em,  tie ' em up 

._ a  li ' le ball tuhgethah , parch ' em,  an '  throw away tub each cornah of de �orZd. 

(S) THROW AWAY TO EACH "CORNAH OF DE WORLD" 
[The world has 4 corners - see 
last book in Bible , Rev. 7 : 1.] 
Make ' em  go crazy . Dey [have ] 

-.ell of sickness. [Waycross , Ga . , (1129) , 1834:3 . ] 
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6 389 . Take ' em an '  burn ' em in de ashes , an ' sew 
( 6 )  IT 'LL RUN 'EM CRAZY ' em up in red flannen . 

(These fingernails and toenails ? )  
Yes sir , an ' it ' ll run ' em crazy . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 7 . ] 

6 390 . It ' s  go tta be close frien ' s tuh git dat . But dey kin take dem fingah
nails an '  do se toenails an '  dat dead skin o f f  de bot tom of yore feet . An '  take 
some dragon b lood , see , an ' s ome John de Conkah powda� . I t ' s  a powdah an '  den 
i t ' s  a roo t , but chew t ake de John de Conkah powdah . 

BURN : FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOT S CRAPINGS - HAIR 
-----DRAGON 1 S BLOOD - JOHN DE CONKER - RED PEPPER 

ROLL UP - PUT SALT ON - BURN SLOWLY 

(Where do you get the 
powder ? ) 
Yo ' gits dis  powdah f r om 
New Orleans . De woman tole 
me , yassuh . An ' take it , 

dat d r agon ' s b lood an '  dat John de Conkah , an '  take dat dead skin an ' dem toenails 
[ and fingernails ] .  An '  if it' s poss ible , yo ' kin git a piece of de ind ividual ' s  
hai r . Now ah ' m  tellin '  yo ' a way tuh drive ' em clean on out o f  t own .  An' put 
some cayenne peppah wit dat an ' roll it up . An '  sprinkle some table salt on i t  
an '  roll i t  u p  t ight , an ' burn i t  graj ' ly [ gradually ] . Don ' t burn i t  real fas t .  
J i s ' put i t  in a p lace where it kinda s imb le [ s immer ] all day long . An ' den 
[ af ter ] hit gi t b urn t up , de party would gi t j is '  hot-footed,  hot-headed to go . 
[Mobile , Ala. , (69 2) , 925 : 3 . ] 

6391 . De bottom o f  de feet , dat didn ' t happen tuh me on ce , but . i t happen by 
dem p eop le though . Yo ' take de b o t tom o f yore feet an ' yo '  take yore toenails 

BURY FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS OR FOOT SKIN 
( 1 )  FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN 

aroun ' home - keeps yo ' from goin ' away . 
de time undah huh control . 

an '  yore fingahnails off . Yo ' t rims 
' em yo '  know wit de s cissors . An '  yo ' 
takes dat an ' yo ' bury s dat , see . An' 
when dey burys dat , dat keeps yo ' 

An ' dat makes de woman keeps yo ' all 

(I see , I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 782) , 1083 : 4 . ] 
6392 . Yo ' trimmin ' yo ' fingahnails an ' dey ' ll tie i t  up in a cloth an '  dey ' ll 

bury dat . Dat ' ll harm yo ' .  
(Well , how would it harm you? What would i t  do t o  you? )  

( 2 )  FINGERNAILS T IED Whut will i t  do tuh yo ' ?  Why , yo ' fingahs will ro t o f f .  
I N  CLOTH [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 35-539) , 653 : 6 . ] 

639 3 .  Ah ' ve had a li ' le experience . Dey say dey kin 
take de skin o f f  de bot tom o f  yer feet an ' put it in - j is '  lak dis [points to 

( 3) BOTTOM UPWARD BURY CONTAINER WITH FOOTSKIN 
ashes and ash tray on inter
view table]  de b ot tom of yer 
feet . Wheres omevah [whatever 

container ] dey ' d  put it [ footskin ] in , dey dig a hole an ' b uries it , an ' den turn 
i t  [ cont ainer bo ttom upwards ] .  See . As hit [ = it , the footskin] fade away , as 
[ likewise ] yo ' fade away . [ Vicksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 981 : 6 . ] 

6394 . Dey take fingahnails an '  toenails an ' cut ' em up , an ' place 'em intuh 
a stove . Parch ' em - parch de fingahnails b rown . Af tah dey is parched brown , 

DOOR AND DOORSTEP 
den dey t akes ' em  an '  carry ' em,  an ' when dey git tuh yore 
do ' or de fron t  do ' , or dey git someone else dat ' s  stayin ' 
wit yo ' tuh place ' em ovah yo re head , don ' t chew know , a f t ah 

dey parch ' em  in de s tove . Oat ' s de way ah learned of dat . 
(What will that do to you then? )  
I t  will cuz yo ' not to leave home . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (588) , 7 54 : 2 . ] 
6395 . Take when yo ' s crape de bo ttom of yore fee t . Some people have crusts 

or whatsomevah , ole dead skin , up undah de bot tom o f  dere fee t .  Yo ' take dat an ' 
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yo '  put i t in a j ar an ' bury it up undah yore back do ' s tep . AD' afl:ala yo '  bury 
it  up undah yore back do ' s t ep ,  whutsomevah tr ouble yo ' have �t d1a peraoo, it ' 1l  
b e  all ovah . 

(You take that t o  someb ody you are having t rouble with? ) 
Yes sir . [ Florence , s. Car . , ( 1322) , 2266 : 10 . ] 
6396 . Well , yo ' take a person fingahnail an '  yo ' cut dem. Dat ' s  fo ' love. 
(Jus t  how would you do that ? ) 
Yo ' trim yore fingahnails . Yo ' take an ' bake dem an '  den yo ' take an' beat 

' em up tuh a powdah .  When yo ' feed a person yo ' sprinkle dat in dat meal , aee, 

FOOD AND DRINK - GIVEN IN 
(1)  FINGERNAIL TRIMMINGS 

an ' dey ' ll love yo ' . 
An '  den ag ' in yo ' ll take - wash yor e feet real 
clean an ' scrape  de dirt from de hallah of yore 
foot . An '  yo '  put dat in de food , an ' dat ' ll make 

dem love yo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 2 040 : 1 . ] 
6 39 7 . Dey say dat dey j is '  cut j ure [ your ] fingahnail off . Even i f  yo ' tria 

yo ' fingahnail an ' anybody sett in '  aroun ' , it may be at party drinkin ' tuhgethah , 
a person dat drink. We ll , if yo ' trim nail an ' somebody don ' t lak yo ' , got it in 
fo ' yo ' , yo ' [ pe rson who d i s l ike s you ]  take up de nails an ' - down dere whils t yo ' 
haid turn , yo ' not s eein ' [him] take de na ils up , an ' prob ' ly he got de likkah 
[ handy ] or s lip up an ' put some o f  ' em [ your own f ingernails ] intuh yo ' glass . 

Well , us ely [ usually ] dey [ f ingernails ] goes down par ta de way tuh d e  bot tom fur s 
[ f ir s t ] an ' come back up . Po ' [ pour ] yo ' a drinka likkah an ' - well , yo ' not 
thinkin ' nuthin,  takin ' an ' prob ' ly half-shot or somepin-lak , an ' drink dem nails 
down ,  why YO ' FINGAHNAIL I S  SURELY DEAD POI SON TUH YO ' BODY AS A RATTLESNAKE . 
DEY ' LL SURE KILL YAH . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 218) , 124 : 5+85 . ]  

6 39 8 . Well , ah know a man de way he do . He take his toenails an ' trim ' em . 
Where he have a knack o f  makin' co f fee fo ' his wife ,  yo ' know , evah mawnin ' . 

( 2) TOENAIL TRIMMINGS 
Well , he ' ll le t dem to enails contin ' sly be in de co f
feepot , an ' b oil co f fee off dere fo ' ' er an ' let ' er 
drink i t . An ' s o  dat kinda ties her tuh ' im - keep 

' er from men or any thin ' lak dat . 
Well , a man or woman , eithah one could tie one anothah tuh ' em  wit dat , by 

givin ' it  tub ' er in whiskey tub dr ink . S ev ' ral diff ' r en '  thin ' s lak dat . [Way
cros s , Ga . , ( 1107 ) , 1781 : 7 . ] 

6 39 9 . Toenails , yo ' know . An ' [ they ] ke tch yo re to enails an ' , if dey kin git 
' em , d ey make a tea o f ·  ' em .  It gives yo ' - an ' yo ' drink dat an ' gi t i t  ins ide 
of yo ' , i t  MAKES YORE ENTRAILS SCALEY INSIDE . I t  be ' s  perfectly scaley JIS ' LIKE 
A FISH , but it be ' s  all de way roun ' yore gut s . But it ' s  one thing , yo ' see by 
gittin' dem ,  dey goes down . De scales don ' come up dis way fo ' yo ' food tuh hang . 
De s cales will hang down so yore foods kin go by . Dey will give yo ' a bad odor 
through yo re [mouth? ] .  Yo ' undahs tan ' me? [ Savannah , Ga . , (542) , 6 7 0 : 2 . ] 

6400 . Ah ' ve seen a ole lady [witaharafter] take a b oy one time . His wife wus 
a dis sipa tin ' wumman ,  she didn ' t mean 'im any good . Dis wus a hard workin' boy , 
an' he went tub ' er [ the crafter ] an ' ah went wit ' im .  

(Went to this old woman? ) 
( 3 )  FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS Wi t dis boy . She has ' im tuh go tuh work an ' 

j is '  take a warm pail of  watah an ' some soap , 
an' wash ' is hands an ' feetses good an' clean . Sharp ' is knife , trim ' is f ingah
nails an ' lay d em down ; an ' ' is toenails ,  put dem down . She take j is '  a li ' le 
saall lid , j is '  ab out lak dat [ demons trates ] ,  an ' takes dose fingahnails an ' toe
aails , an' puts ' em  on de  stove an ' parches ' em thoroughly , up intuh a powdah 
compound . Den she cooked ' em  in a cake an ' give it tub dis boy .  Well , dis b oy 
vife eat dat , why evahthin ' come tub be lovely . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1186 ) , 2004 : 9 . ]  
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6401 . No t fo ' harmin ' .  Yo ' take yore fingahnails an ' toenails an ' yo ' par
ches dat . An '  when yo ' parch it , whutsomevah yo ' cook fo ' a person - lak i f  a 
woman got a husb an ' an ' she wants ' im  tuh s tay aroun ' ' er an ' love ' er .  Yo ' 
takes dat whenevah yo ' git ready tuh cook sompin fo ' him ,  yo ' parches it j es '  
lak black peppah , an ' den yo ' use dat ingredients intuh somepin dat chew git 
ready tuh feed ' im wit .  

(That holds him? ) 
· Dat holds ' im  tuh ' er .  [Algiers , La . , (157 7 ) , 2901 : 7 . ] 

6402 . Yo ' kin make a person do anything in de worl ' fer yuh . Yo ' g it dere 
to enail , dere fingahnail , yo ' parch dem nail , an ' yo ' rub [powder ] dem nail up , 
an ' sprinkle intuh de food dey eat . [New Orleans , La . , (803) , 1121 : 1 . ] 

6403 . Well some of ' em say yo ' take dat an ' make dere husban ' love ' em .  Take 
de fingahnails an' toenails an' clip de nail off in a p iece o f  papah or clo th . 
An ' put i t  in de s tove an ' parch j is '  lak yo ' parchin ' corn . An '  take it  an ' 
tyin' i t  up , beat it  up , an ' put it in a powdah-lak. An ' when yo ' give him ' is 
food tuh eat ,  put dat intuh i t .  He ' ll nevah leave yo ' . 

(That will make the man love you . ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 2490 : 12 . ] 
6404 . Well , dey say IF YO ' GOT A HUSBAN' AN' YO ' WANTA RULE ' IM - KEEP 'IM 

STAY AT HOME AN '  NOT RUN AROUN ' - dey always say dat yo ' trim yore fingernails 
an ' trim de toenails , an ' parch dat an ' crumb le dat in his food , kinda lak b lack 
peppah . Dat will do de work . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2510 : 9 . ] 

640 5 .  Well , now , dat would make a pers on s tay tuhge thah . Dat ' s  whut chew 
mean . Well , dey trim de toenails an ' de fingahnails an ' yo ' parch ' em. Yo ' put 
' em in a li ' le top , yo ' put ' em on de s tove or anywhere an ' yo ' parch dem fingah
nails an ' t oenails . Den yo ' pound ' em up an ' y o '  put ' em in a person coffee an ' 
give ' em .  Yo ' see yo ' parch ' em . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (134 3 ) , 2326 : 2 . ]  

6406 . Take a person fingernails an ' toenails an ' parch it  all up tuhgethah . 
An ' j is '  lak yo ' wanta do somepin tuh git yore husban ' back , put i t  in ' is ration 
an ' he eat i t . Why it ' ll bring ' im j is '  as humb le ,  an ' any thin' dat chew tell ' im 
tuh do , why he ' ll do i t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 2404 : 8 . ] 

6407 . Yo ' kin cut off yore fingahnails or yore toenails an ' le ts ' em burn , 
an ' if de  person laks [ likes ] de cof fee , den yo ' parch it an ' yo ' git ' em plumb 
burnt j is '  lak coffee , an ' put i t  in de coffee whutevah dey drink ,  an ' yo ' cain ' t 
nevah gi t rid of ' em .  Dey ' ll s tay r ight der e .  DAT ' S LOVE ! [Wils on , N .  Car . , 
( 1504 ) , 2 6 70 : 8 . ] 

6408 . Dey tell me yo ' could take de fingahnails an '  toenails an ' boil ' em , 
an ' put i t in b read or t ea or somp in o thah , an '  keep ' im. Keep ' im home . He ' ll 
leave but he come back . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , (1499) , 2667 : 8 . ] 

6409 . Take an ' wash yore feets an ' take de  dead skin from undah yore feet . 
But now , what dis is  fo ' , what I ' d  [ us e ]  it fo ' , would do it  fo ' diff ' ren ' things . 

I ' d  take de dead skin from undah yore 
(4) FOOT - DEAD SKIN UNDER - S CRAPE foot . An '  yo ' wash it , yo ' scrape dat 

dead skin an ' yo ' let it dry . Put it on 
de stove an ' make a powdah out of it . An '  aftah yo ' make dat powdah out , well yo ' 
kin drop it  intuh dere Coca-cola or anythin ' a person eat . Dat ' s  when yo ' wanta 
con trol ' em ,  yo ' see ; keep ' em so dey can ' t do yo ' nuthin . Take advantage of ' em, 
yo ' s ee .  [New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1399 : 5 . ] 

6410 . Yo ' wash yore feet c lean . Den s i t  down an ' git chew a kni fe , see , an ' 
j is '  s tart . Yo ' see , dat j is '  a skin . Jis ' take yo '  a piece o f  papah an ' s crape 
i t  o f f  an ' carry it o f f . See , yo ' take dat an ' put it  on de stove an ' let it  dry 
till it gits brown , j is '  lak y o '  did this o thah , an '  put dat in dere food . Dat ' s  
tuh keep ' em. [Little Rock , Ark . , (89 7 ) , 1468 : 4 . ] 
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6411 . If  yo ' wan ' a  woman tub go yore way or if  she wan ' a  man tuh go her way , 
it  works fifty-fifty .  Sometimes de woman wants de man tub go her way an' some
times de man wants de woman tub go his way . Well , when yo ' wash yore feet , yo ' 
kin j is '  take yore pocketknife an ' scrape dis off  undahneat ' yore feet . Yo ' git 
off some li ' le fine stuf f an ' dat j is '  fall on a papah , an ' git dat in samepin 
tuh drink. Jis ' a li ' le bit  of it , don ' take but a leetle bit  of it , Put dat 
in somepin fo ' de man or de woman , either one , an ' dey goes j is '  lak yo ' say . 
BE UNDAH YORE FEET . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2399 : 4 . ] 

6412 . Yo ' kin use dis dead skin from de bottom of  de feet . Yo ' kin use dat 
if yo ' got a woman da t chew loves , an '  yo ' an ' ' er are not gittin ' long so well . 
Yo ' kin keep ' er undah yore feet by takin ' dat dead skin an ' rubb in ' it  tub a 
fine dust an ' sprinkle it  ovah de food . Mah mothah she use dat on ' er husban ' . 
Dat ' s  why ah know dat ,  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1342) , 2323 : 2 . ] 

6413 . Well , dey say - j is '  lak yo ' soak yore feet , s crape a li ' le of de bot
tom o f  yore feet an ' put dat in de coffee or tea , an ' dat will make ' em stay 
home . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1340) , 2316 : 18 . ]  

6414 . Wash it nice an ' clean an ' take a knife an ' s crape dat dead skin of f ,  
an '  put it  ovah ' is grits or ovah ' is rice an ' put nice gravy ovah it . He ' ll 
j is '  go foolish ab out ' em. Dat ' s  all ah heard of it . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (129 3) , 
2193 : 8 . ] 

6415 . Yo ' scrape dat dead skin off  de bottom o f  yore feet . Well , yo ' take 
dat yo ' see ,  Well , DAT ' S JI S '  LAK A WOMAN TAKING A MAN IN , Yo ' s crape dGt from 
andah de bottom de fee t ,  an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' make up de bread , or whatevah 
dey go in ' put i t  in. Beat it all up in dere an ' give i t  tuh ' em .  Well , WHEN YO ' 
GIVE IT TUH ' IM ,  YO ' SEE , WHY HIT CREATES IN 'EM AN '  GIT ' IM TUH DE PLACE , WHERE 
DIRE NUTHIN SUIT ' IM DEN BUT JI S ' TUH BE WIT DE ONE DAT HAVE DID ALL SECH AS DAT . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1097 ) , 1767 : 1 . ] 

6416 . Co ' s e ah ain ' t nevah done it  but den ah knows whut dis thing will do . 
Pull off  yore shoes an '  wash de bottom of yore foot . Take a knife an ' scrape 
dat dead skin off  de bottom of yore foot an '  parch it till it come to a powdah . 
An' take dat powdah an ' put it intuh somep in dhut [ that ] dey have tuh drink hout 
[out ] o f , an ' let ' em drink offa dat powdah . Why , dey will - dey mind will b e  
devoted t o  yo ' a s  long as dey [live ] , [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1120a) , 1 7 98 : 7 . ] 

6417 . An ' yo ' kin take de skin o ffa yore feet , a woman kin , or eithah a man . 
lt don '  make any diff ' rence . Take dat skin o ffa yore feet an ' evah time yo ' feed 
' fa, drop some of dat intuh ' is food . An ' le t ' im eat it  an ' he cain ' t quit chew . 
�his , T enn . , (1537) , 2774 : 13 . ] 

6418 . Dey could take de. skin from de bot tom of  de feet an ' mix it in wit de 
� .  or watah - whatsomevah dey make de bread wit , an ' feed it to a person .  Dey 
say dat would make dem love yo ' .  [Brunswick , Ga . , (117 9 ) , 1991 : 11 . ] 

6419 . Well , yo ' scrape de dirt from undah de b o ttom of  yore foot an ' put dat 
lD tea or coffee , tub give tub yore boy frien' fo ' love , tub hol '  [hold ] ' is 
love. [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454) , 2642 : 5 . ] 

6420 . But if dey scrape de bottom of de feet an ' dey cook dat in yore food , 
JO' canno t leave ' em. [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1110 : 7 . ] 

6421 . Scrape yo ' feet , I ' ve heard dat . Dey scrape de bot tom of yo ' feet 
.aybe an ' po ' it  - yo ' know, slip it in yore drinkin ' watah , yo ' know . 

CWhat will that do to you? ) 
Dat will make ' em catah [ cater ] tub yuh at yuh home . [Jacksonville , Fla . , 

(553) , 6 91 : 1 . ] 
(5) FINGERNAILS - DIRT FROM UNDER 6422 . Dat ' s  right . Take dirt from undah 

yore fingahnails an ' dress it in boiled 
food , lak cabbages an ' turnips an ' all squashes an ' things lak dat . An ' people 



3056 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

eat dat an ' become tuh be crazy about people . Do dat two or three times . [Lit tle 
Rock , Ark . , ( 8 8 7 ) , 1462 : 2 . ] 

642 3 . Git de dirt out of  a person ' s f ingahnails an ' yo ' kin hurt ' em wit dat . 
Den yo ' kin make love wit dat . 

(How would you make love wi th that ? )  
Now , yo ' kin take de dirt out chure fingahnails dere an ' 

dey eat or e ithah drink. An '  j is '  let he [ him] git dat wit 
fingahnails an ' he eats dat , if yo ' wan ' dem dere yo ' see . 
den yo ' got ' im ,  yo ' see . 

put it  in anything 
dat dirt outa  yore 
An ' when he git dat 

(That ' s  in case of love . )  [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1331) , 2 2 90 : 8 . ] 
6424 . Dey use it tuh make love , boys an ' girls yo ' know . 
(The dirt from under their fingers . How do they do tha t ? )  
[ I  had asked about fingernail dirt before turning o n  recording machine . My 

question here is merely a comment for mysel f . ] 
Well , dey put it  intuh dere food j is '  lak it wuz powdahed . 
(What is that supposed to do ? )  
Well , he would eat wit ' em yo ' know an '  dat make him think mo ' o f  d e  party , 

yo ' see . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1408) , 2532 : 3 . ] 
642 5 .  Heard tell o f  p eople say dat yo ' could take de dirt out from undah 

yore fingahnails , an ' dough it up in de bread or anything dat yo ' cook lak dat , 
an ' make yo ' bos s ' em [ that lets you boss the person ] . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(1397) , 2515 : 6 . ] 

6426 . Yo ' take dis fingahnail lak dat , scrape de fingernail [ dirt ] an ' put 
it in anything , an '  yo ' know , an ' give it tuh ' em in watah , an ' dat will make 
' em wild about chew - sompin lak dat . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044) , 1694 : 4 . ] 

6427 . Dey s ay dat if  yo ' scrape de bottom from yore fingahnail , dat is scrape 
yore fingahnail yo ' know an '  feed it tub de individual , dat will also cause her 
or him tuh like dem. [St . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 83) , 1590 : 5 . ] 

6428 . Well , now,  ah ' ve seen dem use de fingahnail tuh make p eople love ' em 
an '  all , yo ' know , an ' pull ' em dere way an '  all . But dey take dere fingahnail 
an' dey ' ll git de dirt from undah dat f ingahnail . An '  dey ' ll scrape de fingah
nail an '  den when dey do dat , dey ' ll take dat dirt an ' s tuff from undah dat fin
gahnail an ' put it in dey co ffee or dey tea.  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1166) , 19 57 : 3 . ] 

6429 . Now ah ' ve heard dem s ay dat de ladies dat goin ' wit mens , fo ' spechly 
[ specially ] spo ' tin ' wimmins , dey takes dere fingahnails an ' j is '  git a li ' le 

(6)  FINGERNAIL DIRT OR TOENAIL DIRT 
dirt from undah ' em , or eithah dere 
toenails . An ' lak dey cook gri ts or 
make any kinda nice gravy tuh put ovah 

a man ' s food , or · somepin lak dat , dey will put i t  in dere an ' make de man j es '  
so  crazy about ' em - all dat . [ Florence , S .  Car . ,  (12 9 3 ) , 2193 : 7 . ] 

6430 . Put de dirt from undah yore f ingahnails or eithah undah yore toenails 
intuh coffee or tea . Ah ' ve heard of dat . 

(What would that do ? )  
That i s  to make love . 
(Make someone love you? Jus t the dirt from under your fingernails and under 

your toenails ? )  
Yes , dat ' s right . 
6431 . Scrap e off  

all yore f ingahnails 

[Wilson , N.  Car . , (1454) , 2642 : 4 . ] 
de bot tom of yore feet an ' s crape  yore fingahnails . Jis ' 
dis way an ' scrape ' em of f . Yo ' take dat an ' make it in 

( 7 )  FINGERNAIL DIRT AND FOOT BOTTOM SCRAPINGS 
coffee . Some people j is ' 
scrape de fingahnails an ' 
de toenails . Dey take dat 

an ' make cof fee . Dey ' ll hold dat intuh de han ' s an ' den dey make de coffee . 
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An ' when dey fix ' is cup , dey ' ll drop dis s tuff in dere , an ' dey' ll  give bia dat 
cup of coffee tuh drink . An '  it will bring ' im down tuh where yo ' 1101l1 t know 
' im . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 767 :5. ] 

6432 . Dey say yo ' kin trim yo ' fingahnails , lak ah trim mah finsahnaf l s ,  an '  
take de skin offa d e  bot tom of  mah feet . An '  take an ' p arch dat up an '  pat in 
mah husband ' s  coffee or sompin lak dat . See , let it draw up in dere . An '  give 
' im  dat an ' make ' im care mo ' fo ' me . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1256) , 2130 : 7 . ] 

6433 . How tuh make a woman love yo ' or a man love yo ' . Trim yore toenails 
an' fingahnails or clean out from undah yore fingahs . An '  put it in yore coffee 

(8) FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - FINGERNAIL DIRT 
or put it in sompin tub. eat , 
or somp in othah lak dat an '  
l e t  chew eat it . An ' yo ' go 

crazy about ' em ,  an ' make yo ' love ' em an ' all lak dat . [Waycross , Ga . , (1066) , 
1724 : 8. ]  

6434 . Wal , i f  a 
she could trim some 

person wanted chew - a woman loved yo ' an ' couldn ' t git chew, 
of  ' er toenail an '  ' er fingahnail an ' take de dirt out from 

(9) FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - TOENAIL DIRT 
undah ' er to enail , yo ' see , an ' 
put it  in - say a soft drink or 
sompin lak dat . An '  den passin ' 

it roun ' an '  yo ' bein '  settin '  dere , yo ' know . Yo ' j is '  passin '  all of ' em  
drinks an ' she drene [ drain ] dis outa dis bottle . Jis ' lak she ' s  servin ' in dis 
room yo ' s ee ,  an ' yo ' all settin '  roun ' . She ' ll drene dis outa dis bot tle in 
yore glass an ' she servin ' yo ' . ·  Dat ' ll make yo ' crazy ' bout ' er .  [Little Rock , 
Ark. , (900) , 147 3 : 2 . ] 

6435 . Jis ' de same like a woman , or eithah 
or de man wan ' a  rule ' is wife . Well , dey take 

a man , dey wan ' a rule dere husban ' 
de f ingahnail an ' de dirt from 

(10) FINGERNAIL CLIPP INGS AND DIRT - FOOT SCRAPINGS 

puts it on de stove or anything an ' dey ' ll patch it like 
' em  dere food , well dey takes dat an ' dey ' ll sprinkle it 
feet [ and nail clippings ] . Dat ' s my experience wit dat . 

(What will  that do ? ) 

undah de fingahnail , 
an ' dey scrape de bottom 
of dere feet . An '  dey 
a powdah . When dey give 
ovah de food from de 

Well , dat ' s - dey could rule ' em  like , yo ' know . [New Orleans , La . , {822) , 
1186 : 8. ]  

6436 . Take de fingahnails or de toenails . 
nails or ·toenails , an ' dey put ' em in a pot  of  

Jis ' lak yo ' d  trim yore fingah
tea where yo ' draw tea , an ' give 

(11) FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS OR BOTTOM-oF-FOOT SKIN 
' im tea offa dat . DAr 
MAKES ' IM QUIET AT HOME . 
A MAN OR A WOMAN , IF 

DEY ' RE  FUS SY AN '  QUARRELIN ' AT HOME , YO ' KNOW ,  YO ' TAKE DAT AN '  PUT IT IN A TEA 
.Aif' GIVE IT TUH ' EM ,  WHY DEY COOLS DOWN . DEY JIS ' AS CALM WHEN DEY COME IB .AB '  
AS NICE AS DEY KIN BE . Why , de same thing - j is '  take de bot tom of  yore feet , 
or yore fingahnails or toenails an ' put it in de tea.  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1240) , 
2109 : 12 . ] 

6437. Well , ah ' ve heard dey take de fingahnails an ' 
fee t an ' s crape undahneat ' de bottom o f  yore feet . An '  

( 12) FINGERNAIL AND TOENAIL PARINGS - FOOT SCRAPINGS 

toenails an' wash yore 
take an '  parch de nails , 

beat it up an '  put it 
wit dis heah stuff dat 
come frma undahneat ' 

yore feet , an ' put it in ' is co ffee . Dat ' s  fo ' s omeone yo ' van ' tub. love yo ' . 
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414) , 2544 : 7. ]  

6438 .  Take yore fingahnails an ' yore toenails , an '  scrape undah de bottom o f  
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yore fo ot , an ' take dat an ' take an ' put ' em in sompin fo ' him tub eat . Dat will 
make a man love yo ' .  Parch it in de s tove , yeah . Parch it in de stove till it 
git tuh a p owdah , cuz yo ' know , so  dey can ' t detect it in de food . An ' put dat 
in dey food an ' dat will make dem love yo ' . [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (1419a) , 
2556 : 6 . ] 

6439 . Dat ' s  tub feed men o r  women , dope people tub make dem care fo ' yo ' .  
Take dem an ' parch ' em an ' cook ' em .  An '  cook ' em an ' put ' em intuh food an ' 
dey cain ' t leave yo ' .  

(These fingernails  and toenails . )  
[After I had turned off  recording machine , informant added feet . ] 
( S crape their fee t ? )  
S crape dat all an ' puts it  i n  dere food . Dat ' s  whut dat ' s  done . 
(Is  that done with the fingernail [ and toenail ] or do you do that separately ? )  
Yo ' d o  either one yo ' wanta d o  [ separately or together ] see . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , 

( 9 21) , 1488 : 3 . ] 
6440 . Yo ' kin scrape yore fingahnails an ' yore toenails wit sugah an ' give 

' em tub yore lovah , an ' dat makes ' im stay at home . 
(How would you give it to him? ) 
Kin mix it wit yore sugah an ' serve in ' is coffee . 
[While recording machine was s topped I mus t  have asked about footskin . ] 
Nevah done dat but ah ' ve heard of i t  bein ' done . Yo ' us e dat too - wit yore 

fingahnails an ' yore toenai ls - de dead skin [ from the feet ] . Uh-huh , along wit 
dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 28) , 1510 : 13 . ] 

6441 . Now , if yo ' wan ' a woman tuh love 
yo ' wit dem nails . De way yo ' do , yo ' git 

( 13) HIS AND HER NAILS PARCHED TOGETHER 

put dat in de food - j is ' feed ' er on dat . 
Car . , ( 1366) , 2413 : 5 . ]  

yo ' - yo ' j is ' wan ' a  woman tuh love 
her nails an ' parch ' em an ' p arch mah 

nails . Cut mah nails an ' ' er nails 
an ' put ' em tuhgethah an ' parch ' em.  
Make a fine powdahs out o f  ' em an ' 

Dat ' ll make her love me .  [ Sumter , S .  

644 2 .  You could take yore toenails , your 
feet , an '  you could put that in a bo ttle an ' 

fingernails , the dirt from under your 
you could feed a man on such as that . 

( 14) FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS AND FOOTSKIN BOTTLED 
Spread it [ on his food ] 
when you give him s omepin 
to eat . That ' ll make him 

crazy about choo , keep him from goin ' away from you . [ New Orleans , La . , (802) , 
1118 : 4 . ] 

6443 . 
pin ' like 

Take de dead skin from de bot tom o f  yore feet or yore toenails or some
dat - trimmin ' ' em,  yo ' know . A person kin take dem toenails an ' j is ' 

FOOT TRACKS 2 - YOUR DEAD FOOTSKIN AND TOENAILS 
IN RIGHT FOOT TRACK FIRST AND THEN LEFT 

like if yo ' walk , yo ' take dis 
step an '  dat step . Now dat dus ' 
created dere from undah yore 
foot , put s ome in dis track , 

where yo '  done walked ; an '  put some in dis one where yo ' stepped . An ' j is '  keep 
yo ' on a wandah , goin ' on all de time awalkin ' .  Yo ' re nevah satisfied no mor e .  
But yo ' s ee , dey does d i s  to dat s tuff . Dey puts • • •  

[ I  interrup t . ] 
(Toenails . And then you would put i t  in one foot track , and then into another 

foot track? ) 
An ' some in de o thah one . Divide i t  up . 
(You might begin wi th the left , or you might begin with the right? )  
Yo ' b egin wi t de right f oo t .  Yo ' see ,  yo ' watch ' im walkin ' .  Co ' se yo ' know 

de right from de lef ' in de dire c tion dey ' s goin ' , but yo ' wanta b e  sure yo ' git  
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de prints . Yo ' ll see de prints an ' know one foot from de other . Yo ' put it in 
de right foot firs ' . I t ' s quite natchel [ natural ] dat a person steps off on ' i s 
lef ' foot mos ' any t ime when he ' s  alone . Well , yo ' put it  in dere an '  yo ' git 
dis • • •  

[ I  interrup t . ] 
(You take that and you put some in the left  and you put it in the right , too ? )  
An '  some in  d e  lef ' . 
(I  see .  All right . )  
Yo ' dig a li ' le ho le wi t yore pocketknife .  Yo ' know , j is '  kiver [ cover ] it  

up. An' dat ' ll put ' im dis satis fied , so dat he won ' even b e  sat isf ied nowhere 
he goes . He ' s  j is '  like a man when he done killed a man . He ' s  afraid de law ' s 
in here , he ' s  afraid de law ' s in dere . He ' s  on de go all de time . 

(I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7  56 ) , 1033 : 5 .  ] 
6444 . Yuh take yoah to enails , den yuh put ' em in a li ' le rag yuh see an ' tie 

' em  up re ' l  tight . Cu ' [ cut ] choo a fo ' ked s tick - yuh s ee ,  has two fo ' ks tuh 

FORKED STICK - SPREAD OVER L ITTLE BAG HOLDING TOENAILS 
DRIVEN DOWN INTO GROUND UNDER DOORSTEP 

DEM TOENAILS ' LL GROW AS • • •  YUH GO ' WAY TUH NUTHIN 

it - an ' go r ight undah 
dere doah step . An ' pu ' 
dat rag right in dis 
fo ' k  an ' drive it down 
so de fo ' k  will hol ' de 

bag down tuh de groun ' , see . An ' pu ' tit  in de groun ' j is '  enough , yuh know , 
j is '  fer nob ody can ' t s ee i t , yuh know . An ' [ they ] tell me dem toenails ' ll grow 
as yuh go away . An ' yuh fall off  an '  go ' way tuh nuthin j is '  like dem toenails 
grow. [Richmond , Va . , ( 340) , 27 6 : 7 . ] 

6445 . Ah have heard dat yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road , an ' take yore f ingah
aail or a corn off  yore toes , an ' make yore three wishes . Yo ' know , say , "Ah 

fORKS OF ROAD - DROP FINGERNAIL OR CORN FROM TOE 
CALL MAN ' S NAME - MAKE 3 WISHE S  - INCANTATION 

wish dis one would nevah in
tahfere wit me no mo ' ; ah wish 
dey would go ' way from me an ' 
nevah come no mo ' . "  An ' drop 

�� an ' dey ' ll go . 
leave . 

Firs ' th ing yo ' know , if dey ' s  roun ' about chew , why dey ' ll 

[Dur ing brief s toppage o f  recording machine , victim ' s name is  called - see 
later. ] 

(What do you do with the fingernails or the corn? What do you do with those ? )  
Jis ' drop ' em down in d ere an ' say , "Ah wish yo ' tuh go an ' ah may nevah seen 

7D1 any mo ' . "  
[Here I add the person ' s n� previous ly dropped . ]  
(You j us t  call this person ' s name , so they won ' t b e  around you any more . )  

IMllson, N .  Car . , (1506) , 267 3 : 2 . ] 
6446 .  Well , see - j is '  lak yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks of de road . An ' dey supposed 

a.b be crossed lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  Well , yo ' take dat part o f  i t - dat ' s  de 

SCRAPE HIS FOOTSKIN BACK [AWAY FROM YOU ] 
00 TO FORKS OF ROAD - THROW OVER SHOULDER 

ClOSS MARK IN ROAD - TURN AROUND - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

same as buryin ' it an ' [ or ]  
throwin ' i t  in runnin' watah . 
Yo ' take de skin from dey 
feet , de one ' s [ f eet ] whut 
chew wanta do somepin tuh 

·� yo ' undahs tan ' . Well , yo ' takes it an ' yo ' s crapes it  back . See , j is ' lak 
� [demons trates ] .  If  yo ' from or tuh yo ' lak dat . If yo ' are cleanin ' dere 
t.e£, yo ' ll  have dat chance .  Yo ' take it an ' bury it j is '  lak ah tole it . An ' 
,.. takes it  tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' throws it  ovah yore lef ' shouldah . An ' 
.._. look back at each one o f  de fo ' ks ,  an ' den go on where yo ' goin ' . Makes a 
,...._ .ark in de road an ' turn aroun ' • 
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(What will that do to them? ) 
Dat ' ll make dem go - j is '  insanc e [insane] . An ' dey mind nevah will come tuh 

' em  lak it supposed tuh .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  (948) , 1528 : 3. ] 
6447. Yo ' take yore fingahnails - do dat on Friday . An ' yo ' trim all 'em 

off an ' den git chure t o enail de same way , an ' scrape d e  bottom o f  yore feet . 

FRIDAY - TRIM NAILS AND S CRAPE FEET - IN FOOD 
PUTT IN ' DEM UNDAH YORE FEET 

An ' yo' parch d em  to enails an ' 
fingahnails tuhgethah . Parch 
' ern sep arat e s o  dat de toenails 
be hard as de fingahnails an ' de 

trimmin ' from de bottom of yore feet. When yo ' git ' em all parched , den yo ' 
grind ' em up tuhgethah . Yo ' take dem den an ' yo ' sprinkle i t  ovah de food dat 
dey e�t , an ' dey'll eat dat . Well , now , yo ' puttin ' dem undah yore fee t  den . 

(That ' s  for love ? )  
Yes .  [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368) , 2421 : 1 . ] 
6448 . Yo ' cuts yore fingahnails an' yore toenails evah Monday or evah Friday , 

unt il yo ' git  a tablespoonful of it , an ' den yo ' take dat an ' put it in whiskey. 

FRIDAY OR MONDAY - NAILS CUT - IN FOOD OR DRINK 
Dat ' s makin ' yo ' love me , see . 
Put dat in whiskey . An ' den 
yo ' put so much of dat - ah 

would - in yore coffee or yore t ea an ' let chew drink o f f  it . Or yo ' kin git it 
in dat powdah an ' sprinkle on yore food, an ' yo ' eat i t .  

(But you mus t cut these fingernails and toenails on Friday o r  Monday . )  [Way
cross , Ga . , (1144) ,  1867 : 6. ]  

6449. Well, dey could take yore t o enai ls an ' put ' em on a f ire ; parch ' em  up 
an ' make a powdah outa dem ,  see . Dey could take a frog, take dat frog an ' put 

FROG POWDER AND TOENAIL POWDER 
BURIED IN RED FLANNEL BAG 

YO ' GIT "FOUNDED " IN YORE FEET 

' im in somepin where he can ' t git out , yo' see . 
Dey put s  ' im  on a fire an ' par che s ' im up tuh a 
powdah . Dey mixes dose two things tuhgethah , 
yo ' undahstan'. An' aft ah dey mix ' ern tuhgeth
ah, den dey ' ll take ' em an ' put ' em in a red 

flannel bag ,  a lit tle small bag ,  an ' dey will bury dem, see . When dey bury dem , 
i t  takes effect on yo '  right away . Yo ' git founded in yore feet . Yo ' can ' t git 
about an ' yore feet will begin tuh swell on yo ' . 

(I  see . )  
[ Since I did not ask for the meaning o f  the preceding founded,  I mus t  have 

understood it as confounded in your feet (found being an obsolete form o f  con
found) ; or as jZoundered (jZounder = s tumb le )  or to stumb le and go lame , as a 

GLUE - DEY HOODOO [WITH ] . . . WHUT DEY STICK ON STAMPS 
BOTTLE WITH FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS AND LIMEWATER 

horse. ] [New Orleans , La . ,  
(873) , 14 21 : 8. ]  
6450. Dey hoodoo - tell 
yuh whut dey , yuh know 
[with ] whut dey. stiak on 

(Mucilage , it ' s  like gum?) [This sort 
Dat's right , somepin like gum. 

s tamps. 
of thinking can happen ! ]  

(Mucilage , paste?) [Again I OFFEND THE OCCASION with MUCILAGE ! ]  
Yes , sir . Put dat in a bottle an '  put i t  in dere wit de fingahnails an ' toe

nails an ' shut it up , s top i t  up. 
(What else did you s ay? You said you put something else in that bottle . What 

did you say? )  
A li t tle limewatah . 
(A little limewater and wha t else? ) 
Dat ' s  all . 
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( D i d  you say s ome t hing else about wat er ? )  
No , s ir .  
(I  see . And what will that do? ) 
Well , j is '  keep it - to te it . 
(Well , what will i t  do? ) 
Whut ' ll i t  do? 
(Yes . )  
Wel l ,  it ' ll cuz yuh tuh have - toenails , fingernails , lose all of ' em,  see . 

Toenails always be s ore , toes always be sore . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (536) , 1007 : 4 . ]  
645 1 .  (What do they do with those fingernails  and toenails ? )  
Ah hea r ' d ' em say dat dey cut ' em an ' put ' em in a snuf fbox , an ' go tuh de 

cemetery an ' take a dime , an ' reach yore han ' as fer as yo ' kin in de c entah -

GRAVE - FROM CENTER OF - D IRT A DIME WILL HOLD 
DIRT - DIME - FINGERNAILS  - TOENAILS - IN SNUFFBOX 

THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

ah mean in de centah of de 
grave - an ' take j i s '  as 
much of dat dust  as dat 
dime kin hold . An ' ah hear 

snuf fbox an ' throw it in a runnin ' s tream. 
(What will that do t o  you then? ) 

' em say yo ' kin put it in a 
An' dat ' s all ah know about it . 

Run yo ' away , dat ' s  whut dey tell me . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 1) , 761 : 3 . ] 
64 5 2 .  All right , now , heah ' s ano thah one yo ' kin take . Yo ' b e ' s  roun ' some 

person an ' yo ' ll say ,  " L emme look at yore feet . "  Yo ' kin take - yo ' know d is 
heah th ick skin dat be ' s  in de b ot tom of a per son ' s fee t . Yo ' kin scrape out 

GRAVE - HER BACK TO - WOMAN THROWS ONTO - MAN' S 
POOTSKIN - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - WILD ANIMAL BLOOD 

IN BOX - AFTER AN INCANTATION 

dis thick skin .  Jis ' 
s crap e a li ' le b i t  offen 
dis thick skin an ' ho ld 
it in yore han ' . An ' if 
yo ' wanta triak a person , 

undahs tan ' , j is '  lak yo ' roun ' an ' s omeone s leep in ' heah , an ' yo ' all had a argu
.ent o r  s amp in ,  see . Yo ' take dat dere s cale o ffen de  bottom o f  dere skin an ' 
git chew some sulphuh , undahs tan ' , an ' yo ' git chew some red peppah .  Well , yo ' 
� dat t uhge thah . All right , den yo ' go an ' git chew some wild animal blood , 
an' put d at in dere . All right , af tah yo ' mix dat up good , yo ' g i t  chew a li ' le 
box , an ' put it in a li ' le box an ' carry it  in yore po cket .  An ' de nex ' thing 
yo ' do wit it , yo ' carry i t  t ub a graveyard . S ee ,  yo ' goes tub de graveyard an ' 
yo ' do ' s  lak dis , yo ' go tuh d e  graveyard an ' yo ' stan ' . up [ demons trates ] , an ' 
de grave is back dere , yo ' s tan ' up by dis grave [ like this ] .  

(You s tand up wi th your back to the grave . )  
Wit yore back to de grave , an' yo ' chunk dat an ' yo '  say , "Ah hope yo ' go 

'vay f rom me . Name of de  Fathah , Son an ' Holy Ghost , go ' way . "  Yo ' throw dis 
� when yo ' speak d e  las ' word s . Dey gone an ' yo ' don ' have no mo ' trouble 
vit ' em. 

(What will that do to them then? ) 
Well , he ' ll leave yo ' an ' yo ' ll nevah 

aay mo ' an ' nevah have no mo ' [ troub le ] . 
see ' im any mo ' .  Yo ' 11 nevah see him 

[ Fayetteville , N . Car . , (1442a) , 2612 : 1 . ] 

CIAVEYARD - BURY FINGERNAILS IN 9 DAYS - DIG UP 
IN 3 HOLY NAMES - ROLL UP IN RUSTY TIN 

E1lY AT FOOT OF TREE - FINGERS BECOME CRIPPL ED 

6453 . Yo ' kin take yo ' a per
s on ' s f ingahnails - j is '  lak mah 
fingahnails , yo '  know. Git de 
fingahnails , j is '  take de fin
gahnails . All right , yo ' kin 

cake dem fingahnails an ' go t uh a 
� them] in de graveyard . An ' 
..,. ,  until d ey come tuh be soft . 

graveyard wit ' em , an '  put dem fingahnails down 
let dem fingahnails soak dere fo ' ' bout nine 
When i t ' s  soft , den yo ' go dere an 1 take it up • 
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Yo ' s ee , when yo ' take it , yo' turn den an ' go git chew a small p iece o f  rus ty 
tin . Yo' go dere den an '  yo ' git chew a small piece o f  rusty tin ,  see. An' yo ' 
take dose fingahnails , yo ' see , an ' yo ' put it in wit dat piece o f  t in . Yo ' see 
[ demons trates ] ,  heah 's de p iece of t in on de bottom an ' yo '  go t dis f ingahnail . 
Spread i t  roun ' dere , see kinda in a curve j is '  lak dis . Undahs tan ' ?  All right . 
Yo ' take dat piece of  t in an '  yo ' rolls it up j is '  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' 
ro ll it j is '  as tight as yo ' kin git it . Well , yo ' tie dat p iece of  t in yo ' s ee 
an ' [you tie ] dis person dat ' s  intahferin ' wit chew , bothahin ' wit chew an ' yo' 
cain ' t res ' from ' em. See , dere fingahs will draw down j is '  lak dat [demon
s trates ] .  

(They will turn up . )  
Turn up , cramp up . Dey won ' have no mo ' use in dey han ' s . 
(What do you do with that tin after you ro ll it  up that way? ) 
Well , yo ' leave it in dere [the graveyard ] ,  see . Yo ' take de tin an ' yo' take 

dis an ' yo ' take it an ' carry it tuh de foot o f  a tree . S ee , an ' yo ' bury it . 
Yo ' take yore axe an ' yo' clip off  a li ' le piece lak dat . Let it be down in de 
groun ' an ' back it up , right up tuh de side of de foot of dat tree an ' let it 
s tay dere . Let it s tay right dere . An '  ' long as dat s tay dere , yore fingahs 
wil l  - well , dat piece of tin will bend mo ' hitself . Well, when yo' do dat , yo ' 
say ,  " Ah ' m doin ' dis In de Name of de Father, de Son an '  de Ho Zy Ghos t , dat ah 
may konkah [ conquer ] yo ' ." Den j is '  bend down lak dat . [ Fingers become magical
ly crippled not only by the b ent tin , b ut also by the tangled tree root s . ] [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1442a) , 2611 : 10 . ] 

6454 . S ome [ graveyard ] dirt an ' some crawfishes an ' snakedus t .  Mix i t  tuh
gethah an ' some of yore toenails an ' yore fingahnails an' some of yore strength . 

( Some what ? )  
GRAVEYARD DIRT - CRAWFISH POWDER - SNAKE DUST Some of yo ' strength 

THREEFOLD DRESSING FOR FINGERNAILS - OVER DOOR OR OVERHEAD yo ' - WHAT HAVE SOME 
OR GRAVEYARD DIRT ON TOADFROG IN BOX - UNDER STEPS 9 DAYS OF YORE STRENGTH IN 

SOME OF YORE FINGAH
NAILS . An '  take i t  an '  put it up ovah de do ' or up ovah yore head , anywhere .  An '  
j is '  lak dose things pine away , dat person pine away . Yo ' ll p ine away an ' die . 

Or either put i t  on a toadfrog in a box wit dat graveyard [ dirt ] an ' put it 
undah de s teps . Go out yo ' home an ' put it  undah de step s an ' dat frog will s tay 
dere nine days until he pass away an ' die . Dat person will die . 

J is ' lak de graveyard dirt an ' de crawfishes molt away , yo ' molt away . [Mo-
b ile , Ala . , (678) , 901 : 4 . ] 

6455 . Put s ' em in a b ag ,  dese . 
(These  fingernails and toenails ? )  
Yes , takes yore fingahnails an ' toenails . Dey git holt of  

in a bag . Aftah dey puts ' em  in  dis  bag , dey take an ' go  tuh 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - IN BAG - OVER DOOR 
LET HANG AWHILE - SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP 

' em an ' puts ' em  
de graveyard an ' 

git some d irt in 
dem an' hang ' em 
up ovah yore door-

hangin ' yore fingahnails ovah de door s il l , s tay up dere 
sp rinkle dem down by yore do ' . 

sill . An ' aftah 
awhile , den dey take an ' 

(And what will that do? ) 
Dat will run yo ' away from someone dat dey don ' wan' chew tuh be  wit . [Nor

fo lk , Va . , (47 7 ) , 49 3 : 1 2 . ] 
6456 . Take an ' cut yore toenails off  an ' take dat an' put i t  in runnin ' 

branch watah . An '  take dis green s tuf f whut chew call moss , an ' put it up in 
dere kinda like a tea an' put it in dat bottle . She t it up air tight an' yo '  
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put it up ovah de s ill of yore porch . 
(What will that do ? )  
Yeah , yo ' wrap ' em  up in dis f!Peen moss whut runs i n  runnin ' watah [algae] 1 

an' yo ' takes it an ' puts it  in a b ottle an ' put it  up ovah de j ois ' [joist ] of 

GREEN MOSS WHUT RUNS IN RUNNING WATAH [ALGAE] 
AND TOENAILS IN BOTTLE - UP OVAH DE JOIST OF YORE PORCH 

yore porch . 
(What is it supposed 
to do? )  
Sometimes dat ' ll - it 

will run s ome folkses CRASY an ' [but other folks ] stay home . Dat ' ll bring peace 
in yore home . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 13 20) , 2264 : 1 . ] 

645 7 . [That ' s  a ]  powahful thing . Yo ' kin take de fingahnails ,  de toenail , a 
lock o f  each individual hair . 

(Yes . )  
Takin' i t  an ' put it in a li ' le small can , see , l ightin'  fire tuh it an ' leave 

it cook tuh a powdah . Sprinkle dat in any food o f  any woman an ' no man kin git 

HAIR - FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS 
PARCH - IN FOOD 

between yo ' an '  ' er .  Or eithah way ·, yo ' kin 
reverse it . If she do it tuh yo ' , no woman 
kin git between yo ' an ' ' er .  

fingernails and 
Yes , s ir .  

( I  see . I would simply take this woman ' s  
toenails and some of her hair? ) 

(Nothing from myself ? ) 
Nope . [New Orleans , La. , (879) , 1445 : 8 . ] 
6458 . All right , if  yo ' wants tuh run a woman crazy , yo ' take some o f  ' er 

hair . An '  cut ' er lef ' li ' le fingahnail , an ' den git de middle fingahnail off 

HAIR - LEFT LITTLE FINGERNAIL - RIGHT MIDDLE FINGERNAIL 
TIE TOGETHER - STOP UP IN SAPLING HOLE 

de right han ' , an ' 
some of  ' er hair , an ' 
t ie it  up tuhgethah 
an '  go tuh a li ' l e 

saplin ' tree . Bo ' a hole intuh it  an ' p lace it in dat hole in dat tree . Ah 
guarantee yo ' ' fo '  a good while she be crazy . [ Sumter , S . Car . ,  (136 7 ) , 2418 : 10 . ] 

6459 . Yo ' kin take yore toenails an ' yore fingahnails an ' yo ' kin wrap dat 
up an ' some kinda hair , i f  dey kin gi t yore hair . An ' dey buries dat up undah 
yore back s tep an ' dey say , den yo '  can ' t  stay in dat house no mo ' .  Yo ' ll have 

HAIR - FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - BURY AT BACK DOORSTEP 
tuh move out . 
(You ' ll move out ? )  
Yeah , yo ' ll have tub 

.ave . Long as yore toenails an ' things stay dere , yo ' have tuh move . 
(Well , now ,  if  they were making me move , would they bury it under my house? ) 
No ,  dey bury it  up undah yore house where yo ' live in . Dey have tuh git yo ' 

outa dat house . 
(I see . ) [New Orleans , La. , (783) , 1085 : 3 . ] 
646 0 .  Jis ' shave it  off , take a little , yuh know - j is '  a little bit  off yeh 

fingahnails . An ' take a razor an ' shave a lit tle b it undah yeh ahms , an ' a lit

HAIR - ARMPIT AND PUBIC - FINGERNAILS 
COOK - PUT IN WHISKEY 

tle b it of hair down dere.  An '  take dat 
an ' put it in a pot dat choo not gon ' a  
us e any mo ' ,  an ' put i t  on de fiah ;  a 
pot choo ' re not gon ' a use any mo ' , becuz 

yuh know nobody f ix anything dat yuh wouldn ' t wana eat [ from] it . An '  git a p int 
of whiskey , somebody dat choo know dat love whiskey . An' take dat stuff aftah 
yuh cook i t - it ' ll git thick - let it drain off . An ' when it drain off , put 
j is '  a little b i t  in whiskey , until de whiskey won ' t git so thick dat he ' ll pay 
� tuh it . An ' den dat ' s de way yuh kin draw a p erson wid j eh .  If yuh can ' t  
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gi t  ' em no o thah way , yuh kin gi t ' em in whiskey . 
1 7 9 : 4+85 . ] 

[Wi lmington ,  N .  Car . , (260) , 

6461 . (No ,  no , go ahead . )  
Well , tub make a man s tay wi t  chew . 

an ' yuh toenails , hairs undah yuh arms , 
Yo ' cut all de side of  yuh fingahnails 
hairs from yuh head , undah dere , an ' yo ' 

HAIR - ARMPIT AND PUBIC AND HEAD - FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS 
PARCH ALL - IN FOOD OR DRINK 

parch it brown , 
brown , lak de dus t .  
When , if  he drinks 
coffee , yo ' put it 

in de cof fee . I f  he don ' t ,  well yo ' take it an '  yo ' ll make it brown j is '  lak i t  

wu z  b lack peppah . An' yo ' ll take it an ' yo ' ll sprinkle it all ovah ' is fish , an ' 
yo ' ll give it t ub ' em. Well , he ' ll come tub lak yo ' an ' he ' ll love yuh . [New 
Orleans , La . , (826a) , 1208 : 1 . ] 

6 46 2 .  Well ,  ah ' ve [heard ] dat dey takes yore fingahnails . Yo ' know , j is '  lak 
yo ' have a sweetheart or somepin-lak an ' prob ' ly dat chew don ' want ' im an ' he 

HAT BOW FROM SWEATBAND - HI S AND HER FINGERNAILS 
HE • • •  BINDS 'EM UP IN A LITTLE SECRET PLACE AND CARRIES 

think dat chew don ' wan ' 
' im .  I f  he kin git chure 
fingahnails an ' a ,  yo ' 
know , j is '  as if yo ' cut 

yore fingahnails an ' den take his f ingahnails an ' yore fingahnails an ' put dat 
tuhgethah , an '  take de bow outa h is hat an ' he puts dat wit ' em .  Den he takes 
an ' b inds ' em up in a li ' le s ecret place an ' he carr ies dem wit ' im,  an ' he makes 
yo ' wan ' a s tay in touch wit ' im.  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car • •  ( 139 1) ,  249 5 : 2 . ]  

6463 . But ef dey git aholt of de dus t from de trimmin' of  yo ' f ingahnails , 
dey ' d j is '  mix it  in a li t tle moonshine , yo ' know , or lit tle good whi skey . Well , 

HEM OR SLEEVE BINDING - DAT DEY WEAH REGULAH AN ' DON ' HA VE 
TUB WASH TOO MUCH - SEW INTO - FINGERNAILS SOAKED IN WHI SKEY 

dey mix it wit de  
moonshine .  An ' if 
it ' s  a woman an ' 
dey wanta do any-

thin ' tub yo ' , why dey j is '  s ew i t  
d a t  dey weah regulah an ' don ' have 

(What will that do then? ) 

anywhere in a hem or de b indin ' o f  de sleeve 
tub wash too much . 

Well , I suppose i f  dey might be  a per son dat care fer yo ' an ' yo ' ain ' t payin ' 
dem much attent ion , an ' dat will change yore mind an ' make yo ' love dem dearly . 

(And they take the s crap ings from a man ' s  fingernails and put i t  in the whis
key? ) 

Yes . 
(What do they put that in then? ) 

Dey j is '  put dat in dere tub make a mo is t tas te . An ' den dey weah it in a 
hem or de ed ge o f  a sleeve . But it will be a piece of material dat dey don ' wash 
very reg ' lah . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (596) , 768 : 7 . ] 

6464 . Trim de toenails , dat ' s  if  yo ' wanta keep ' em. De toenails , put ' em 
in a pan an ' put ' em on de stove an ' let ' em cook jis ' lak yo ' gon ' a  b rown ' em  

DEY 'S HOODOOED - BY DRINKING 3 TIMES 
YOUR PARCHED FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS IN COFFEE 

see , till dey git  brittle so 
yo '  kin take yo ' same an ' pow
dab dem up . Yo ' don ' want a 
kill dem .  Yo ' put dat in dere 

cof fee an ' let dat dissolve . Take ' bout dis much , see , an ' put it in dey cof fee . 
Mos ' l ikely dey drink dat . Dey 's hoodooed. 

(You j us t  use the toenails ? ) 
No . 
(Both the toenails and the fingernails ? ) 
Yes , j is '  three times . 
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(You put i t  in there three times? ) 
Yes . Dey won ' go nowhere . 
(That holds them. ) [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , (897) , 1468 : 3 . ] 
6465 . Now yo ' take a person toenail . Yo ' take yo ' toenail ,  yo ' ftagahoail . 

Yo ' kin take dem yo ' s ee , j is '  lak we trim de fingahnail .  Well a person take 

YOUR FINGERNAILS PARCHED - POWDERED - TO YOU IN WHISKEY 
CREATE SOMPIN LAK A GERM • • •  WORMS AN ' BUGS • • •  COMMENCE • • •  
EA!fiN ' UNDAH YUH FINGAHS • • •  DEY CALL DAT CUNJURATION • • •  
MAKE YUH HAND SPOTTED • • •  PEOPLE CALL DAT "LEPAHSIES" 

yo ' fingahoail up .  Be 
kin take dat fingabnai l 
up an ' he kin pouud it 
up , kinda parch it an' 
pound it up . Take dat 
an ' put it in whiskey . 

Well , in puttin '  it  in whiskey hit ' ll create s ompin lak a germ or sompin. Take 
dat whiskey , see , an ' as long as dey keep [ it ] , well j is '  say yo ' fingahnail , 
well de worms an ' bugs will commence to eatin'  undah yo ' fingahnails . 

(And what d o  [ did ] you say p eople think i t  i s ? ) 
DEY CALL DAT CUNJURAT ION . 
(No , people say they think you have what ? )  

DEY THINK YO ' HAVE DE LEPAHSIES [LEPROSY ] - SOMPIN LAK DE LEPAH [LEPER] , YO ' 
SEE . IT START IN DE FINGAHNAIL AN '  IT JIS ' EAT , AN '  [AS ] DAT GERM EAT , YO ' SEE, 
WELL HIT GOES ALL UP YORE HAND .  IT MAKE YO ' HAND SPOTTED ' BOUT . AN '  PEOPLES 
CALL DAT LEPAHSIES . IT DON ' BE LEPAHSY , IT BE ' S  DAT CUNJURATION . 

(That is if you drink your own f ingernails ,  that cause s  it? ) 
Dat ' s right , if yo ' drink yo ' own fingahnails . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 109 7 ) , 1766 : 

12 . ]  
6 466 . Yo ' see yo ' s crape dat 

tle of cologne an ' black peppah . 
feet an ' yo ' take dat feet an ' put it in a bot-
Mix wit it an ' git some iron whut rus t , rus ' 

IRON RUST - BLACK PEPPER - FOOT SCRAPINGS - BOTTLE COLOGNE 
DM RUS ' COMMENCE EATIN ' DAT "SCUFF" OFF YO ' FEET - CRIPPLES 

iron . An '  yo ' 
s tuff down in 
dere wit i t  an ' 
dat ' ll cont inue 

tuh eat dat , commence eat up da t feet dirt from yore fee t . An ' yo ' feet will be 
ea t  de same ,  long as - de mo ' dat dat thing , d e mo ' dat dat rus ' commence eatin ' 
dat scuff off yo ' feet , de mo ' yo ' feet will b e  eaten .  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 
(520) , 6 20 : 5 . ] 

6467 . Yo ' git some o f  de daid 
aood an ' dry . Den yo ' write dem. 

skin off de bottom of yore feet an ' let it git  
Yo ' save dat  an ' yo ' write dem an ' dey write 
chew back; Well yo ' , when yo ' answah dere 

LETTER - DEAD FOOTSKIN MAILED IN lettah yo ' put s ome  of dat daid skin in de 
lettah , see . In e ight or nine days dey ' ll 

co.e back . [Waycross , Ga . , (1121) , 1802 : 8 . ] 
6468 . They can take your toenails and fingahnails an ' see , like mah nails 

.av, they could harm me purtty much £or this simp le reason . They ' re dirty . See , 
tbey are not all that much long , they are dirty . Well , they would take this nail 

LIZARD POWDER - FINGERNAIL AND TOENAIL CLIPPINGS AND D IRT 
IN RED FLANNEL BURY - PUT WOODEN CROSS  OVER 

and they would cut 
these nails as close 
as they poss ' bly 
could with the dirt 

.a '  all into ' em. I f  they could get to my toes , they ' d do my toes de same iden
tical way . Now , they t ake these nails here , an ' mah toenails an ' they ' d  put them 
�ether . If  they could get a lizard , they ' d take a lizard an ' they ' d  kill the 
lizard an ' let that lizard dry . 

(They take a lizard and kill the lizard? ) 
They kill the lizard . 
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(Oh , they kill the lizard . )  
An' let him dry - I mean , till he ge ts to a powder . When he gets to a pow

der , they mixes him with these nails o f  mine . They ' d  put that int o a p iece of 
red flannel and they buries that .  AN ' NOW , WHEN THEY BURIES THAT , THEY BURIES 
IT WITH A CROSS . 

(What kind o f  a cros s ? ) 
THEY MAKES A CROSS THEYSELF . THEY DON ' T VERY SELDOM BUY A CRO S S . You know , 

ordinary , p lain - j us t  a plain cross , wooden cros s ; j us t  any kind of a small 
cross you ' ll· use , j us t  s ince it ' s  a cro s s . They buries it with a cro s s  into 
that flannel . See? Well , now , when they buries that , why they go t me j us t  the 
way they want me . [New Orleans , La . , (8 32) , 1 240 : 2 . ] 

6469 .  [The two rites fo llowing expla in each other : ] 
They say , kin get your fingernails . I f  you kin ge t a man ' s fingernail s ,  or 

his toenai ls , or a piece o f  hair , you know , say ,  you get a piece o f  red flannen , 

� ' LAST QUARTER - FINGERNAILS OR TOENAIL S  OR HAIR 
RED FLANNEL BAG - 9 STITCHES 4 T IMES - HEARTS COLOGNE 

ADAM-AND-EVE - WI SHES 

I th ink , an ' sew that up . 
An ' you get chew a bottle 
of  Hearts Co logne . An' I 
think you get that on the 
day when the moon ' s  on 

the las t quarter , I think . 
ten , an ' make your wishes . 
body , near the heart . 

An ' you fix that up and sew that up between nine and 
An' then I think they wear that somewheres near the 

[ I nformant s tarts ano ther hair ri te : ] 
(I  see . Anq what do they put in that bag? What would they put in that? ) 
Wel l , they ' s put in that a bag , it ' s  some kind where they got their finger-

nails and toenails or some of the hair where they - it ' s  a kind of root they get 
dey call de Eve-and-Adam .  See , those roots  are twin ro ots together . They name 
one the man and the other one the woman . And then they keep it saturated , I 
think , in Hearts Co logne . They wear that near the body and make a wish for every 
stitch they make , sewing up that b ag . They makes a wish . They make a b ag an ' 
sews Dn i t . They make a wish an ' puts nine stitches each way [ demonstrates ] . 

(Nine s titches in the b ag .  This  i s  a square b ag ,  nine stitches on each side , 
nine stitches on each o f  the four sides of the square bag . I s ee .  And that wish 
would ge t them , or something of  that s ort? ) 

Yes , then they wear that near the heart . 
(That ' s  different from the - adding that root ? That ' s  dif ferent from the 

firs t thing you told me ? )  
Yes . [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 390 : 2 . ] 
6 4 7 0 .  Some fo lks  t akes ' em an' parch ' em  an ' put s ' em 

kin - j is '  lak ah wan ' chew tuh love me . Ah ' ll take yore 

NAME AND BURY HIS PARCHED FINGERNAILS AND T OENAILS - RUNS 
WEAR ABOUT WAI ST - MAKE YO ' CLING TUH ME 

in a sack , an ' if yo ' 
f ingahnails an ' toe

nails an ' parch ' em ,  
an ' put ' em  sack an ' 
ah ' ll wear dat roun ' 
mah waist , an ' ah ' ll 

make yo ' c ling tuh me . An ' den ah kin take yo re fingahnails an ' toenails an ' 
parch ' em ,  an ' pound ' em up an ' make a powdah outa ' em , an '  feed yo ' wit chure 
own fingahnails an' yo ' own toenails . An ' dat will make yo ' love me . 

Den ah kin take yore fingahnails an ' toenails an ' bury ' em - parch ' em  an ' 
bury ' em  an ' name ' em ,  an '  dat ' ll run yo ' ' way from dere .  

(Now you say in  put ting that s tuf f into a pers on ' s food - now if  I want this 
woman t o  love me I would use her own nails or use my nails on her ? )  

Use yores an '  hers mixed , j is '  mix ' em.  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1 366 ) , 2413 : 5 . ] 
6 4 7 1 . Well ,  dey kin take yo ' toenails an ' put it intuh a bottle an ' s t op 
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i t  up , an '  put t ' ree needles in i t  an ' call yore ll8JIIe n.ine � .  an '  have yo ' 

KAME 9 TIMES - NEEDLES 3 - TOENAILS - BOTTLED 
undah a bad affiict:i.cJil fo ' a 
certain distaace of tt.e. 
(On a bed of afflictiml (IDidah 

a bad affZicti on ]  for a certain length of time . ) 
Yas . Aftah dat certain distance o f  t ime come , well if  he wanted tub take yo '  

up ,  he ' ll snatch one dem needles out . Dat will let chew git  up . [Cbarlestoa. 
s .  Car . , (525) , 6 27 : 2 . ] 

647 2 .  Take yore fingahnails an ' put ' em  i n  new cloth an ' it will cuz yo' 
CUb be painful . Jis '  take ' em an ' put ' em in some new cloth an ' it will cuz 

NEW CLOTH - SEW FINGERNAILS INTO 
STICK NEEDLE THROUGH - KEEP OVER DOOR 

yo ' tuh be painful . Yo ' know , sew ' em  
up real t ight in a new cloth , an ' don ' t 
break de needle off . Jis ' s t ick de nee
dle right through de cloth where yo ' sew 

it up ,  an ' j is '  lay it up ovah de do ' where a person got ' a  pas s  through in an ' 
out . It would make ' em painful . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (117 5) , 1986 : 6 . ] 

647 3 .  Yo ' could take an '  
9 DAYS ABOUT HER WAI ST - 9 MORNINGS INTO HIS FOOD 

HER FOOTSKIN SEWED INTO CLOTH 
scrape out from under yore 
feet an ' put it in a - sew 
it up in a little cloth an ' 

veah it  roun ' ' er wai s t  nine days � An ' squeeze i t  in ' is food fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
Dat ' s  de way yo ' make him love yo ' . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1225) , 208 3 : 6 . ] 

6474 . Now ah tell you . If yo'  go t a friend , a girl friend , or wan ' a b e  wit 
one in company an ' she don '  love yo ' enough [you don ' t love her enough] an ' she 

9 MORNINGS OR 9 NIGHTS - HI S AND HER FINGERNAILS IN COFFEE 
cut chore fingah
nails . Cut it off , 
an ' when yo ' done , 

she take dat fingahnail , an ' if yo ' drink coffee or sompin , take dat fingahnail 
an' throw it in dat coffee . An ' den when i t  done drawin ' in dat coffee , she kin 
cat ' er own an' put ' em in dere . An ' yo ' ll drink de cof fee fer suppah or break
fast .  Give yo ' dat about nine mawni n ' s o r  nine nights . Yo ' couldn ' t  git away 
from ' er to save yo ' life . Yo ' has tuh go through till death . [ Charles ton , S .  
Car . , ( ? ) , 647 : 2 . ]  

647 5 .  Yo ' take nine of  ' er f ingahnails 
a red onion . An ' git nine stran ' s  of hair 

an ' nine o f  ' er toenails , an ' den git 
outa de mole of  ' er haid an ' dat on

9 FINGERNAILS - 9 TOENAILS - 9 STRANDS OF HAIR 
D RED ONION - BURY ON SUNRISE S IDE OF HOUSE 

ion , red onion . An '  cut it open 
an ' dig a li ' le hole in it , an ' 
den take dem nine toenails an ' 
[ nine ] fingahnails an ' dat nine 

stran ' s o f  hair outa ' er haid , an ' place tuhgethah an ' put it in dere . An '  stop 
dat onion up an ' go roun ' de house towards where de sun rise an'  dig a li ' le hole 
am' put it dere , an ' den covah it up . [ For a man to hold a woman . ]  [Wilmington , 
•· Car . , ( 248) , 168 : 2+85 . ]  

647 6 . Yo ' know j is '  lak yo ' scrap e yore feet an ' leave de s crapin ' an ' nails 
on a pi ece of papah . He kin take dat an ' put it in a pocket hans ' scuff an ' take 

PANTS - SEAT OF HI S - HE WEARS IN 
BER FOOT AND NAILS S CRAPINGS IN HANDKERCHIEF 

it an' weah it in de seat of ' is 
pant s ,  causin ' ' em  tuh do things 
lak dat . If dey don ' t wanta do 
it , make women tuh ob ey yuh . 

Bake hisself do things 
(1027 ) , 1 6 71 : 7 . ] 

dat he wouldn ' t  desire tuh do . [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , 

647 7 . Yo ' kin take j is '  de dead skin . Yo ' wash yore feet , soak yore feet ah 
.ean tuh say ,  an ' den yo ' wash it , an ' den yo ' take dis dead skin an ' s crape it 
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o f f  yore feet . An' den yo ' wash de p late . Gi t chew a p late dat yore wife or 
swee theart o r  who yo ' go t goin ' eat . An ' yo ' 

PLATE WASHED WITH DEAD FOOTSKIN wash dat plate wit all dat dead skin , see . An' 
yo ' let it dry on dere , an ' den yo ' let ' em eat 

outa it , an ' yo ' nevah git shet of ' em.  [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( ? ) , 1459 : 10 . ] 
6478 . Sometime a man lay down to sleep - done tried dis mahself - or eithah 

a woman i t ' ll work de same way . A man lay down tuh sleep . 

POCKETBOOK - MAN WEARS WOMAN ' S  TOENAILS IN 

She say ,  "Umh ! yo ' feet cert ' ly do 
smell bad ! Why don ' choo wash yo ' 
feet ? "  
"Well , yo ' g o  an ' wash ' em fer me . "  

about long as a dog claws . 
"Looka chure long t oenai l s !  Dey 

Why don ' choo cut chure toenails o ff ? "  
" Cut ' em o f f  fer me . " 
He might no t think . Dat woman wash yo ' feet ,  an ' take a scissor s or somepin 

an ' cut chure toenails off . An' she take dem toenails an ' tie dem up in a li ' le 
rag or  anythin ' an ' weah ' em aroun ' wit ' er .  Yo ' always gon ' a be cravin ' fer ' er, 
yo ' ll follah ' er down de s t reet . 

An '  she ' ll [ you ' ll ] do de same thin ' tuh yo ' [ her ] , if  zhoo git ' er t o enail s .  
Dis is whut ah experience mahself . Ah had a girl ah thought , re ' lly did think 
somepin of ' er .  An ' we wus s tayin ' where dat we could be  talkin ' wit one ' no thah 
an ' usin ' one ' nothah lots o f  times . An ' ah heard o f  dis , don ' choo see . So one 
Sunday she had a pair of silk s tockin ' . 

Ah say , "Yo ' gon ' a put dem s ilk s tockin ' on ole dirty fee t ? " 
"Ah ain ' t got time tuh wash ' em . " 
Ah say , "Ah' ll wash yo ' feet fer yah . " Ah said , "Look ' a chure toenail ! Long 

an ' cut a ho le up through yo ' sock. " 
An '  ah done took de safety razor blade an ' trim ' er toenails an ' washed ' er 

feet , an ' trim ' er toenails an ' took ' em .  Trimmin ' , dey fell on de floor an ' 
ah j is '  - aftah she got up , ah went an ' took dem trimmin ' s  up an ' put ' em in mah 
pocketbook an ' wo re dem.  An '  d idn ' t care where ah wus , dat where she wus . "  
[Richmond , Va . , ( 346) , 289 : 1+86 . ]  

6479 . Jis ' lak a girl cut off  a 
She ' ll take ' em home , yo ' know , an ' 

boy fingahnail , or toenail , eithah one . 
take a knife . She put ' em on de table an ' 

RED FLANNEL - T IED IN - GIRL CARRIES 
BOY 1 S PARCHED FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS 

chop ' em up fine , an ' put ' em on de 
s tove an ' parch ' em ,  see . Wel l ,  dey 
tie ' em up in a red flannel an ' to t e  
d a t  i n  ' er pocket . Well , d a t  boy will 

love her long as she keep dat , see . [ Florence , S .  Car . ,  (1288) , 2186 : 8 . ] 
6480 . Yo ' take yore fingahnails an ' toenails an ' put ' em in a piece of rag 

or somepin an ' tote ' em ,  an ' yo ' kin make a person l ike yo ' ,  or even yo ' kin 
make ' em hate chew , but chew have tuh put sal t an ' b lack peppah with it , or salt 

SALT AND BLACK PEPPER FOR LOVE - RED PEPPER FOR HATE 
WITH FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS IN RAG - WEAR 

an ' red p eppah . 
(You do that to make them 
hate you? ) 
Yes suh . 
(And you tote them then? ) 
Dat ' s  right , an ' make ' em  

not have nuthin tuh do wi t yo ' in no way or form or no fashion . Dey can ' t harm 
yo ' , but dey won ' t bothad wid j oo .  [ Fayett eville , N. Car . ,  (1428) , 2 5 7 7 : 8 . ] 

6481 . If dey could gi t holt of dat - an ' i f  dey git hol t of  dat , why dey ' ll 
s corch it , see . 

(These fingernails or ? )  
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Or toenails , see , in ordah if  dey wants tub trick yo ' . Dat ' s  if a person i s  
s ellin' whiskey o r  somepin lak dat an ' dey wants d e  customah tub eontinue o r  tuh 

SHAKE - TIED BAG - SOAKED IN WHI SKEY - CONTAINING 
SPICE - MENSTRUAL BLOOD - FINGERNAIL OR TOENAIL POWDER 

e0111e on tub love dea , 
why dey' ll  burn dat . 
Dey' ll seorch it . yo ' 
see. An' aftah dey 

scorchin ' i t , den dey put de spice wit i t , see . An ' dey tie it in a li ' le bag , 
see . An '  maybe , i f  i t ' s  a woman an ' she wants tuh use it , she ' ll [put] her dis
charges in i t .  An ' den she ' ll j is '  put it in a l i ' le whiskey an ' soak in dere. 
S ee .  An ' aftah s oakin ' it  well , she ' ll take de j uice from dat an ' den she ' ll 
po ' it  in dis  whiskey . An ' she ' ll shake i t  an ' i f  yo '  drink i t ,  yo ' ll continue 
tuh go back .  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 539 ) , 659 : 6 . ] 

648 2 .  Wel l ,  yo ' kin take a l i ' le b it o f  yore d irt from undah yore fingah
nails . Well , yo ' git s ome salt an ' git some alcohol , some vinegah - salt , an ' 
put i t  in a b ottle an ' shake it up , an ' make yo '  do j is '  lak dey want chew tub 

do . 
SHAKE - BOTTLE HOLDING FINGERNAIL DIRT 

ALCOHOL - SALT - VINEGAR 
(Do you ge t  
fingernails 
No s ir , git 

do j is '  lak ah wan ' chew tuh do . 

that dirt from under your 
or under mine? ) 
' em from undah yore fingah-

nails . Make yo ' 
(Who would do 

sor t ? ) 
that?  Some woman to a man or man to a man? Something o f  that 

Eithah one could do it if dey knew [how ] . Jis ' lak yo '  were mah wife an ' yo ' 
runs aroun ' an ' ah couldn ' t keep yo ' home . Well , ah could git a li ' le bit of  dat 
dir t ,  yo '  know, from undah yore fingahnails , an ' make yo ' do j is '  lak ah wanted · 

yo ' tuh do . [ Florence , S .  

SUGAR - FINGERNAIL S - TOENAILS - IN SACK ABOUT WAIST 
Car . , (1287 ) , 2185 : 10 . ] 
648 3 .  Take yore toenail 
an '  fingahnail an '  put dat 
in a little sack . Sew it 

up in a little sack an ' put s ome sugah ' long wit i t  an ' tote i t  roun ' . Oat will 
make ' em keep love , keep de home . Yessuh , weah i t  roun ' yore waist lak a b elt . 
[ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 8 ) , 2447 : 11 . ] 

6484 . Well , it ' s  quite natchel i f  a man love a woman , he wan ' ' er tuh love 
' im yo ' know. When she rub ' er haid - when she rub 'er  haid wit 'im ,  well she 

SWING OFF INTUH RUNNIN ' WATAH - TIED WITH LONG STRING 
CLOTH HOLDING HIS AND HER TOENAILS - ADAM WEED ROOT 

love yo ' an ' yo ' love 
' er .  
Well , but i f  yo '  wanta 
gi t sho [ sure ]  o f  ' er ,  

i f  yo ' got dat much ' er toenail yo ' cut off - cut chure toenail off  an ' t ie it 
tub a s tr ing wit j is '  about dat much Adam Weed Root [Adam-and-Eve? ]  in dat , wit 
dat toenail ,  an ' let i t swing off  intuh runnin ' 

·
watah . An ' j i s '  as long as dat 

will s tay d ere , she ' ll love yo ' .  
(That ' s  her toenail you t ied? ) 
Sho ' , her toenail .  [ Fayet teville , N.  Car . , ( 14 38 ) , 2605 : 3 . ] 
6485 . If  yo ' kin git de nail o ffa each li ' le f ingah an ' de big nail off each 

[big ] toe of de person ,  an ' a lock right out de mole of dey haid an '  put it un

3 INGREDIENTS : 2 LITTLE FINGERNAILS - 2 BIG TOENAILS 
MOLD-OF-HEAD HAIR - UNDER RIGHT CORNER OF DOORSTEP 

dah yuh right s teps , dere 
ain ' t no way in de worl ' 
fo ' dem tub leave unt il 
de hous e bum down . Ah 

don ' t ca ' [ care ] who it be . Undah de right cornah of yuh s tep . Whut evah way 
it is dey i s  comin ' in from de no ' th is  de r ight cornah of yuh step where yuh 
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house settin' . [ Vicksbur g , Mis s . ,  (j us t before 7 25) , 990 : 11 . ] 
6486 . I know some people who wouldn ' t  cut their 

THROW AWAY : NEVER THROW AWAY toenails  o f f  to  save their life and throw them 
away . They think somebody get a hold of  that 

piece o f  toenail and do something o r  other to them . [ Fredericksburg , Va. , {44) , 
by Ediphone . ] 

648 7 . (You were saying s omething about a woman holding or bringing something 
back - to hold i t  b ack or something . What were you go ing t o  tell me about that? ) 

Hold yo ' b ack? 
TOE TO HEEL - SCRAPE HOLLOW OF FOOT - SERVE IN WHI SKEY (Yes . ) 

Oh ! Keep ing yo ' , j is '  
keepin ' yo ' .  Jis ' lak ,  if  yo ' come here , lak yo ' is now an ' someone taken a 
likin ' tuh yuh . Well , she will fool around wit yo ' but she nevah could gi t yuh 
mind . Well , dat ' s like me . Well , ah could b e  a man o f  plenty o f  money an ' a 
woman could heah talk of me . She say , "Well , I heah talk of  dat fellow . He go t 
plenty o f  money . I ' m  goin ' tuh try tuh git in touch wit ' im . " Well , she gits -
some day she be s ettin ' down an ' she ' ll s crape de bot tom of ' er feet . But she ' ll 
scrape it a diff ' ren ' way at leas t - a man kin t ake an ' git holt  o f  a woman de 
same way , if she is a whiskey drinkah . Well , she s crape it b ack . Don ' nevah 
s crape it fo ' ward . 

[ Informant will continue to confus e person or sex of  who is doing what . ] 
(How will she s crape it  back , from the toes to the heel ? )  
[This is qui te evident , but I wanted a s tatement from informant . ]  
From de toe tuh de heel , right in de hal lah yo ' see . Well she ' ll git dat . 

Well , her feet is got tuh be s o ft yo ' know , got tuh b e  soft tuh do dat . She ' ll 
soak ' er feet in watah , yo'  know ,  tuh git dis  skin o f  it soft . Well , she ' ll take 
dat den an ' she ' l l put dat intuh dis whiskey , an '  she ' ll let dat whiskey s et 
about ten days . In ten days time , well yo ' kin hold it up an '  yo ' cain ' t s ee 
anything atall in it . Well , yo ' might come an ' yo ' b e  set tin '  aroun ' an ' she 
come an ' set  in yuh lap an ' yo ' say , "Well , sugah , "  say ,  "ah brought s omepin fo ' 
yo ' . "  Yo ' reach back in yuh pocke t . She s ay , "Whut is dat ? "  She say , "Aw ,  yo ' 
been talkin '  ab out whiskey . "  She say ,  "Ah ' ll give yo ' a drink of whiskey . Ah 
bought some fo ' yo ' .  Ah g it ti ' ed [ t ired ] of yo ' worryin ' me f o '  some whiskey 
all de  t ime . "  Say , "Ah bought dis especially fo ' yo ' .  Ah don ' wan ' nobody drink 
dis but yo ' • " 

Well , she take some an ' drink it . Well , yo ' sti l l-drink. Yo ' a in ' t drinkin ' 
none atal l , ' cuz yo ' know whut it is . Yo ' say , "Drink - drink - drink . Help 
yuhself , drink . " Say , "I bought it fo ' yo ' . "  Well , fin ' ly yo ' - yo ' do dat 
twice . Unles sen not , i f  it don ' take no ef fect , well yo ' do it three times . Well 
f in ' ly it will t ake effect . I t  gits so  den , when y o '  git ready tuh go , if  she ' s a 
young girl - if she - yo ' kin take holt o f  a young girl de same way . Her mothah 
cain ' t keep ' er at home .  She ' ll come zac tly where yo ' is at . She ' ll - first  
thing yo ' know , yo ' l o ok dere , an ' yo ' see her comin ' . She say , "Where ' s  Mr . So
and-So at ? "  "He ' s not here . "  "How long he b een gone ? "  "Oh ,  he ' s  b een gone such
an ' -such a time ! He ' ll be back direct ly . " "Do yo ' reckon dat he ' ll b e  back ? "  
"Yeah . " Well , if  yo ' don ' t come , well she ' ll g o  on away huntin ' yo ' . Well , yo've 
got de underho Z t  of ' er ,  see . Dat ' s where yo ' take de underhoZt o f  ' er .  [Vicks-

burg , Miss . , (75 7 ) , 1038 : 2 . ] 
TOE TO HEEL - SCRAPE FOOTSKIN - ADD SUGAR 6488 . Take d e  skin from undah yore 

feet . Yo ' wash yore feet clean an ' 
den yo ' take a knife , j is '  lak yo ' scrapin ' yore feet an ' carry it back dat way , 
b ack tuh yo ' .  An ' take dat an ' mix i t  wit some sugah an ' put dat in sompin tub 
eat . Yo ' give dat tuh ' em .  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Bootvork - 3071 

CWbat will that do ? )  
Dat will make ' em bring yo ' evah cent dat dey git . [Memphis . Tenn • •  (1548) ,  

2810 : 7 . ] 
6489 . Yo ' wash yore fee t  r ight good , an ' s tart at de - look1 de toe of yore 

feet lak dis way , an ' s crape down on de le f ' feet . Come down [froa toes to heel] 

TOE TO HEEL - SCRAPE LEFI' FOOT 
an ' let i t  be real quick . An '  when yo' cook ' is  
food , s ee dat ' s  when yo ' wants ' fm  undab yore 
fee t s o  yo ' use him lak yo ' want . When yo' coolt 

' is food yo ' don ' t ' spo sed tuh cook dat in dere [ the food ] but sprinkle dat ovah 
de food ; see , whut he eats . An ' dat hold ' im undah yore feet . Yo ' kin use ' fa  
j is ' lak yo ' wanta . See , dat keep ' im from gittin '  away from yo ' . Long as yo ' 
use dat on ' im he cain ' t  git f rom undah yo ' . He ' s undah yore feet s . [Memphis , 

HEEL TO TOE - SCRAPE IT UP 
DRY - POWDER - ADD SUGAR - IN COFFEE 

Tenn . , (947 ) , 1527 : 13 . ] 
6490 . (Now what do they do with that 
s tuf f from the bottom o f  your feet? ) 
Well , yo ' takes dat an' yo ' drie s  it . 

Dat ' s i f  dey ' re washin ' [ the fee t ] , yo ' know . Yo ' t ake dat . Dey soak dere feets 
an' dey take de sc issors an ' ins tead of scrapin ' it  down - an ' dey s crape i t  up . 

(They s crape i t  up from the heel to the toe? ) 
To de toe . 
(Well , why do they do that ? ) 

Well , dat ' s  de way dey d o  i t ,  from d e  heel tuh d e  toe . Dey dries dat . Let it 
dry an ' roll i t  lak a powdah . Put it  intuh de sugah an ' l e t  yo ' sweeten it intuh 
yore cof fee or intuh yore f ood . Dat ' s  fo ' makin ' people lak me ,  y o ' know . Bring 
on luck , brings all dat , see . 

(I see . ) [ New Orl eans , La . , (826) , 1205 : 5 . ] 
649 1 .  When yo ' wash yuh feet clean , don ' wipe it , wait unt il it  begin tuh dry 

an' den yo ' scrape de bo ttom of each feet from de heel tuh de toe .  S ee . Save 

HEEL TO TO E - SCRAPE BOTTOM OF FEET 
URINE ON - LET STAND 9 DAY S  - PUT IN COFFEE 

dat an ' put it intuh a vessel an ' 
yo ' put yuh own ahambeP Zye on it . 
Den yo ' s t op it up an ' yo ' let i t  
s tan ' nine days - nine days . An ' 

4e las ' day take i t  out an ' dat party , if  yo ' kin git neah tuh ' em , drop a drop 
or two of dat in whut evah dey eat or dey drink .  Why dey will eithah have tuh be 
JUh frien ' or dey will die .  I ' ve knowed of dat [ death] evently [ eventually] .  
(Charleston ,  s .  Car . , ( 514 , DoatoP Glover , see p . 2258 ) , 596 : 6 . ] 

TOWARD S YOU - NAILS CUT 
tOE TO HEEL - FOOTSKIN SCRAPER 
IR BOTTLE OF HEARTS OWN PERFUME 

!piCKER AND BETTER IF BOTTOM UPWARD 

Cbev a bot tle of HeaPts Own PePfume 
._ •  anywheres . 

twhat wi ll that do then? ) 

649 2 .  De  way yo ' do dat , yo ' have tuh cut 
' em to yo ' disaway , see . 
(Cut your fingernails ? )  
Cut ary [ every ] one o f  ' em - cut all ten 
of ' em to yo ' .  Do yore toenails de same 
way - cut ' em to yo ' all de t ime .  Yo ' gi t 

an ' put dat in dere . D en yo ' kin s et dat 

Dey ' ll be  sickly all de time . Dey will not be hea lthy .  
(The person whose fingernails and toenails you have . )  
Yes s ir , keep ' em . Yo ' know when dey cut de t oenails an ' f ingernails , yo ' 

t.Dv, dey gen ' ly [ general ly ]  throws ' em  out . 
Well , yo ' see when yo ' cut chure toenails disaway an ' yure fingahnails ,  well 

,a' don ' scrape dat [bottoms of feet ] from yo ' ,  yo ' scrape it back tuh de heel . 
(You scrape the d ead skin back to the heel . ) 
Yes , s crape all dat tuhgethah an ' den put it in dat perfume bott le an ' s top 
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it up .  But it ' ll work quickah - hit ' ll work bettah by turnin ' de bottomside up-

TOE TO HEEL SCRAPINGS IN PAPER - AT FORK OF ROAD 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER - WISH - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

throw it out an ' don ' look back .  Whichevah way yo ' 
lef ' shouldah an ' keep agoin ' , but don ' look back . 

(What do you do that for? ) 
Dat goin ' put bad luck on ' em.  
(What do you mean by s craping under his  feet ? )  
Yo ' know dat dead skin . 

wards . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 1211) , 2047 : 11 . ] 
649 3 .  Now , if yo ' go t some 
of  dis scrap in ' , lak ah said 
from undah de feet , throw it 
out . Have i t  in a papah an ' 
turn , yo ' throw it ovah yore 
Ah ' ve done did dat too . 

(And where do you throw i t ,  any place? Throw it out any place? ) 
In de fo ' ks o f  de roads an ' make a wish . When yo ' scrape dat , yo ' see some 

peop le scrape dat disaway . S crape it back disaway . Put a p iece on a papah an ' 
s crape from de toe back tuh de heel . Yo ' kin put dat in whiskey an '  he drink it 
an ' he ' ll nevah leave yo ' .  [New Orleans , La . , (1558) , 2833 : 1  or 2 . ] 

6494 . Dat would make yo ' pain ful . Yo ' scrap e  dat off  de bo ttom of a person ' s  
feet an '  den put it in a glas s - in a drinkin ' glass . J is ' put it  in a drinkin ' 

3 INGREDIENTS : BORAX - KEROSENE 17  DROPS - SULPHUR 
DRESSES FOOTSKIN IN DRINKING GLASS - IN DARK PLACE 

DRIES OUT MARROW IN HIS BONES 

glass an ' put 17 drop s of  
keros ene on it . Put  17  
drops o f  kerosene on i t , a 
p inch o f  sulphuh - j is '  lak 

o f  sulphuh . An ' git  s ome b orax - take a level 
dere . An' j is '  let it set up . 

yo ' put a pinch up lak dat , 
teaspoonful of  borax an ' put in 

(Where? )  
Jis ' let it set  somewhere in a dark place lak up in de loft o f  de house or in 

a closet where nobody nevah visit  at . An '  it will dry out de marrah in ' is arms . 
[Brunswick , Ga . , (1175 ) , 1986 : 7 . ] 

6 495 . Well , dey take yo ' toenails or  eithah 
green tree an ' has yo ' augah wi t j a  [with you ] . 

yo ' f ingahnails an ' go out tuh a 
Yo ' bores yo ' a lit tle hole in

TREE - INTO BORED HOLE OF - FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS 
CAUSE A STROKE TO JUMP ON YO ' • • •  YO ' BE LAME FO 'EVAH 

tuh dat tree , an ' carry yo ' 
hammah ' long witj a ,  an ' 
drive it up in dat tree as 
fur as yo ' kin git it . An ' 

dat will cause a s troke tuh j ump on yo ' from dat . S ee?  An ' yo ' be lame fo ' evah 
an ' yo ' wouldn ' t  know whut happened tuh yo ' .  Yo ' enemies done dressed yo ' up ,  
done got chure fingahnails an ' toenails drove intuh a tree fo ' de balance yo ' 
days , an ' yo ' cain ' t nevah trace it  up f indin ' i t  out . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 10 07 ) , 16 2 7 : 1 . ] 

6496 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey ' d  git 
lock [ o f ]  yo ' hair , an ' put vinegah 

holt of yo ' toenails an ' fingahnails an ' a 
in it an '  take an ' care [ carry ] ' em in de 

TREE - HOLE BORED IN - 9 PINS - FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS 
HAIR - VINEGAR - PEG IN - 2 LICKS - BEFORE SUNRISE - 9 DAYS 

woods . An ' bo ' a 
hole in a tree an ' 
s t ick nine pins in 
dat hol e .  An ' take 

de toenails an ' fingahnails an ' a lock of yo ' hair an ' ball it up , an ' put it in 
wit da t li ' le hole yo ' bo ' d .  An ' cut choo a peg an '  put it in dere , j is '  lak yo ' 
gon ' a cork up anythin ' . An ' yo ' go dere evah mawnin ' j is '  a li ' le ' fo '  sunrise 
an ' give it two licks real light fo ' nine days . An ' yo ' ve drived dat fo ' nine 
days an ' de ninth day yo ' drive i t  clean up . An ' aftah yo ' drive it clean up de  
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ninth day , den de person who yo ' got ,  he ain ' t be here long . Bat 'll c.Ee dea 
agay , but dat won ' kill ' em .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (295) , 219 : 3+16.] 

6497 . Yo ' take die fl 1 '-
TREE - BURY IN HOLLOW - FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS nails , the toeD&il.a ., -· 'J01 

take that an ' yo ' bury �� �  
a hollow tree , an ' that will make yo ' dry up . [New Orleans , La . , (804) , 1128:5. ) 

UPSIDE DOWN - TURN HI S BOTTLED FOOT HUSKS 
IN BED - TO BRING PERSON 

6498 . Husks , take dat offa yuh fooc . 
Yo ' kin weah i t . Put it  in a bottle, 
yo. ' s ee ,  an ' turn de bot tle up dere 
in b ed , if yo ' wanted tuh s ee dat 

party . Y o '  undahs tan ' , turn it bottomside 
co.in ' . She can ' t git away . 

upwards , yo ' unders tand , an '  dey shore 

(I s ee ,  that ' s  to make them come to you? ) 
Come real quick . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 24 ) , 991 : 8 . ] 
649 9 . Ah don ' t really know d is , but ah heard it , dat yo ' kin take de girls 

fingahnails aftah she clip ' em off , dat ' s  tuh keep de law off yo ' . An' put ' em 
in a bottle an ' 

DRIRE - IN BOTTLE WITH GIRL ' S  FINGERNAIL S - HEARTS COLOGNE 
KEEP S LAW AWAY - HOLDS GIRL 

urinate in de bot
tle , an '  put a l i ' le 
HeaPts Co logne on it , 

au '  she ' d follah ' im evahwhere he ' d go . An ' dat fellah , 
lose a girl yet . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (1459 ) , 2648 : 19 . ] 

ah ' ve nevah know ' im tuh 

6500 . Dey scrape it offen de feet an ' den dey take dem f ingahnails , dey trim 
dose , an ' dey git de dirt off de toenails , from undah de t oenails an ' undah de 

URINE - FINGERNAIL TRIMMINGS - TOENAIL DIRT - FOOTSKIN 
IR BOTTLE - KEEP 9 DAYS - THEN USE IN FOOD OR DRINK 

GITS YUH DOWN UNDAH DERE FOOT 

feet , an ' put all dat 
tuhge thah an ' powdah 
dat up an ' dry it . Den 
when dey git dat powdah 
up , dey put dat in a 

bottle . Oat ' s  when yo '  want ' em tuh love yuh an ' yo ' can ' t  do ' em  no harm. Yo ' 
� dat in a b o ttle an ' den yo ' fill dat bottle  wit chure urinate wit dat stuff , 
an '  let it sit  dere nine days befo ' dey use it . Den aftah de nine days whenevah 
dey fix yo ' a meal or anythin ' lak dat tuh eat , or anythin ' tuh drink , dey will 
pat a teaspoonful o f  dat in there fo ' yo ' .  Well , den dat gits chew j is '  dey way . 
Gits yuh down undah dere foot an ' yo ' can ' t do no mo ' den dey wan ' chew tuh do . 

[Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 00) , 9 5 0 : 1 . ] 
VINEGAR - FINGER DUST - SALT 6 50 1 .  An ' take de dust an ' put i t  in a glass ,  

l INGREDIENTS TO MAKE YOU WANDER an ' put some vinegah on i t  an ' salt , an ' dat 
will fix ' em. 

flbat will that do to them? Suppose they took this dust from my fingernail . 
Wbat would that do to me then? ) 

Dat will make yo ' wandahing . [ Savannah , Ga . , (543) , 6 76 : 2 . ] 
6502 . You can s crape the bot tom of a person ' s feet , you see , aftah yo ' sweat , 

aa' dat ' s  yer s tren ' t ' . An' if  you scrape the bottom of  a person ' s feet an ' you 

JIEVER SCRAPE FEET AFTER WASHING THEM 
.IP'2AB YO ' SWEA!f • • •  DAT 'S YER STRENGTH 

buries i t , wel l some peop le say to leave 
i t  s tay buried about s ix months an' some 
about nine . Well , you begin to feel bad . 
Nuthin ' ll hurt you at all , but you j ust 

aetting weak , they tell me , in your breath , an ' you begin to feel bad until you 
jast pines away to nuthin until yo ' die . [New Orleans , La . , (78 3 ) , 1085 : 5 . ] 

6503 . I f  a woman wants a man to be what you would call under' heP feet ,  she 
..ats to command that man to do everything she say , she lets her feet get dirt y .  
5be goes two or three days without washing her feet , then she soak ' em in water 
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until they , you know get all that dry skin off , that dead skin . She put s that 
in the s tove and bakes it until it ' s  j us t as dark as coffee . Then she rolls it 
out t o  a powder , then she cooks it in the man ' s  coffee . And aft er he eats a 
certain portion of that , he has no will of  his own at all . His will is her will 
her will i s  his will , rather . He ' s  down under her feet . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 

1577 : 5 . ] 
FEET WASHED BEFORE SCRAPING 6 504 . [ Contrary to two preceding b elie f s , the 

contrary is also believed . ]  You take the bo ttom of 
your fee t and you wash it good and you scrape it . And you put in the water and 
drink cof fee or tea and that will leave a man drink it .  If you want him back , he 
will s tay with you . [New Orleans , La . , (804) , 1128 : 6 . ] 

WASH FEET TWICE - THIS WATER INTO FOOD OR DRINK 
6505 . When yo ' go intuh a bath, 
yo ' wash yore feet good an ' 
clean , an ' den yo ' wash ' em 

ovah a ' gin,  an ' yo '  take dat watah an ' yo ' 

dat fo ' de person tub drink . 
put dat intuh coffee or sompin lak 

(What will that do? ) 
Dat keep s ' em ,  keep ' em lak yo ' want ' em  tub b e , yo ' know , roun ' yo ' or sompin 

lak da t .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (938) , 1517 : 17 . ] 
6506 . Providin ' - i f  yo ' wuz a disagreeable per son , well dey will use de watah 

from de foot , from de bath or somepin lak dat . An ' s omet imes dey use it in dere 
food , an ' dat ' s  why dey does dose tricks.  

WATER FROM BATHED FEET - IN FOOD 
TO REDUCE PERSON1 S HIGH SP IRIT 

(What do you mean by that?  I didn ' t  quite 
understand that . ) 
Yo ' see , j is '  lak if  yo ' wash yore feet in de 
watah , see , an ' de watah is cleah , well 

s ome people dey ' ll t ake i t  an' dey ' ll cook de food in dat watah . See , an ' 
cookin' de food in dat watah , why den de person who eats dat food , if dere 
is  high , [a cro ss person ]  dey mos t ly will bring it  down lak dat . 

den 
aftah 
spirit 

Uh-huh nominal [ =  make p er son normal . ] 
(I see , the temperament . ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (539) , 6 59 : 8 . ] 
6507 . [ I  heard ' em] say yo ' could take , yo ' know , i f  dey git yer fingahnails 

or somep in lak dat - said dey could t ake an ' put it in a bottle of watah . Dey 

WATER - BOTTLE OF - FINGERNAILS IN - HIDE IN DARK. PLACE 
say , if yo ' b e  any
where , dey say yo ' 
j is '  p ainin ' all de  

time . Yo ' know somebody - j is '  lak yo ' s goin ' wit somebody an ' dey git  mad wit 
yeh , dey fix yah lak dat so yo ' j i s ' be  painin ' an ' hur tin '  all de time .  Put it 
in some watah - put it in a bot t l e  of watah an ' put it  in a dark place somewhere 
lak a clo set . ( Richmond , Va . , ( 3 7 4 ) , 317 : 12+8 6 . ]  

6508 . Go right on an ' let ' er cut ' er toenails an ' ' er fingahnails . An ' yo ' 
take dat an ' car e [ carry ] i t  right on in de crick [ creek ] where runnin '  watah 

WATER RUNNING - FINGERNAIL S AND TOENAIL CLIPP INGS INTO 
at . An ' yo ' t ' row r ight 
in dat watah . Dat watah 
be  runnin ' evah day . She 

nevah would love me no mo ' .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (323) , 256 : 3+86 . ]  
6 5 0 9 .  Take de toenails or f ingahnails an ' put it in runnin ' watah an ' it will 

drive love to each othah , make yore love be mo ' s trongah . 
( Suppose I love a woman . Would I put my own f ingernails in the water or what? )  
Her f ingahnails an ' put ' em  in runnin ' watah . J i s ' put i t  in watah an ' dat 

will drive yo ' an ' ' er love b ack togethah . [Wilson, N.  Car . , (1486 ) , 266 0 : 5 . ] 
651 0 .  Ah heah yo ' [ they ] kin take yore toenails - ah don ' t know nuthin about 

chure fingah - but chew kin take yore toenails an ' stop it up in a li ' le bottle 
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WATER THAT RUNS - BOTTLED TOENAILS INTO 
YO ' • • •  DRIFTIN ' • • •  THROUGH DE WORLD MINDLESS 

an ' throw it in ruoniD' vatah . Dat 
will cause yo ' tub be drift� ' about 
through de world mindless . [Ray
cros s ,  Ga . , (1095 ) , 1764 : 8 . ] 
6511 . Take yore toenai l an' scrape 

from de bot tom o f  yore feet an ' put [ red ]  peppah in i t ,  an ' throw i t  intuh run

WATER - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN - [RED ]  PEPPER - HOT FOOT 
nin ' watah an ' yo ' always 
achin ' . Yore feet an ' 
things always achin ' -

hurt chew . Da t de ho t foot.  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 94 9 ) , 1530 : 12 . ]  
651 2 .  De toenails - de trimmings of  yo ' toenails an ' put i t  in , git some run

Din ' watah an ' put it  in a bottl e  an '  bury dat undah yo ' do ' . Dat ' ll give yo ' 

RUNNING WATER AND TOENAILS IN BOTTLE UNDER DOOR 
bad luck , makes yo ' ail in de 
feet or sompin lak dat . 

water though and put i t  in a bottle . ) 
6513 . Dey kin take yore fingahnail 

fingahnail an ' also  dey kin take d is -

(You have to take the running 
[Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 6 3 ) , 7 01 : 5 . ] 
an ' run yo ' crazy . Dey kin take yore 
de skin from de b o ttom of yore feet . 

WATER AT EBB TIDE - THROW INTO 
FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS SEWED INTO CLOTH 

Yo ' know , de dirt from de bot tom 
of yore feet , an ' put dat tuhgethah , 
see , s ew it up an ' take it  down tuh 
de rivah on de ebb tide , while de 

tide gain ' out tuh de s ea ,  an ' 
(What will happen then? ) 

throw i t  ovahbo ' d . 

Yo ' ll have tuh follow it . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1249) , 2121 : 1 . ] 
6514 . Yo ' kin take an ' put i t  in whiskey , or yo ' know anythin ' dey dr ink , 

anything lak dat an ' make ' em wil ' [wild ] ' bout chew . Takes de skin , dead skin 
off de foot s ,  scrape it an ' put it in dere . Make ' em 

YBISKEY - FOOTSKIN IN wil ' ' bout chew . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1044 ) , 16 94 : 5 . ] 
6515 . Ah heard dat chew kin take from de bottom of  yore 

feet dat dead skin an ' put it in stuff , if yo ' wanta gain a man or somep in of  dat 
kin' . Jis ' put it in some whiskey or co f fee or somepin dat he ' s  gon ' a  drink , in 
' is  food or somep in lak dat . Yo ' j is '  keep ' em down undah yore feet all de t ime . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1061) , 1 7 20 : 6 . ] 

6516 . Take dere fingahnail an ' s crape de fingahnail lak dat an ' g ive tuh yuh 
� yuh whiskey or somepin an ' dope yuh . Ah know dat . 

(What is it supposed to do to you if  they do that ? )  
iBISKEY - FINGERNAILS IN Well , j is '  dope yuh , yuh know , lak me an ' you-aZZ  

goin ' tuh a par ty an ' yuh got  plenty a-money , an ' 
yuh wi t  de g ir l  an ' yuh got a gang a-money , yuh know , an ' she wanta take yuh 
aut an ' make yuh drunk. She j is '  scrape huh fingahnails . Yuh got a bottle a 
wtdskey , an ' she ' l l drop a li ' le b it in dere an ' yuh dr ink it  an ' dat ' s  i t . 
[JOrfolk , Va . , (469) , 4 7 5 : 4 . ] 

6517 . Cut off  de fingahnails , s ee .  An ' den wash de feet an ' scrape dat dead 
skin from undah de bo ttom,  an ' put it in whiskey an ' let it s et so many hours . 

S ee .  Den dey s train dis whiskey an ' put i t  
8BISKEY - FINGERNAILS - FOOTSKIN back in de bot tle . An ' den dey give it tuh 

de party , see , dat dey f ix it fo ' tuh drink .  
a.L ' s  t uh  make ' em love ' em. [Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , {593) , 765 : 13 . ] 

8BISKEY - FINGERNAIL S - TOENAIL S 
6518 . Ah heard mah poppah say dat chew could 
take it an ' put it in whiskey , an ' j is '  lak 
he wus in love wit me an ' ah didn ' t care any

tkin '  fo ' ' im an ' drink offa dat whiskey , off  dose nails , an ' it would make me 
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tuh become tuh love ' im. 
(These fingernails and 
6519 . Ah ' ve heard dat 

make a person love yo ' or 

toenails . )  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (107 3 ) , 1 7 34 : 4 . ] 
dey take de f ingahnails an ' toenails . Yo ' mean tuh 
s ompin lak dat? Yes , ah ' ve heard o f  peoples takin ' 

WHISKEY - FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN 
peoples ' - takin' yore f ingahnails 
or some othah person ' s f ingahnails . 
Ah ' ve heard tell o f  ' em takin ' yore 

fingahnails an ' toenails an ' scrape 
whiskey , if a person drink whiskey , 
[ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1116 ) , 1790 : 1 . ] 

from de bottom o f  yore feet , an ' put it intuh 
don ' t  chew see , an ' give i t  tuh a person . 

6 5 20 . Lak yo ' go tuh somebody ' s  house an ' dey ' d  b e  cut tin ' dey f ingahnails 
an ' yo' wan ' a hurt ' em.  Yo ' take one of de fingahnails an ' put it in a b o t t l e  

WHISKEY AND CAMPHOR HALF-AND-HALF - FINGERNAILS IN BOTTLE OF 
half camphor an ' 
half whiskey . 

make dem go crazy tuh lose dere mind 
lak a normal person , an ' dey do j is '  
191 : 1+86 . ]  

An' dey say dat ' ll 
[not crazy with love ] , An ' dey don ' t think 
s illy things . [ Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 271) , 

6521 . A person kin take yore fingahnails - dey kin trim yore fingahnail s , 
trim three o f  yore f ingahnails from each hand . 

3 CENTER FINGERNAILS FROM EACH HAND 
BOIL WITH DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRINGS 

PUT IN WHISKEY 
DEY GROWS GRISTLES IN YO ' • • •  LAK A TUMOR 

(Which three? ) 
Yo ' usely [ usually ] git  dese three 
[ demons trate s ] . 
(The three center ones . )  
De three centah ones . 
An '  yo ' kin take dese f ingahnails an ' 

i t ' s  a kinda root by de name of devil ' s shoestring . An ' yo ' kin boil do se roots 
in dose f ingahnails an ' put it in whiskey or somep in lak dat . When a person 
drink i t , dem gristles will grow ins ide from dis nails  heah . An' dis devi l ' s 
shoes tring will be a likkah-lak.  An ' dey put dis in whiskey an ' yo ' drink i t  
an '  den d ey grows gristles in yo ' - inside of yo ' .  

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , j is '  grow gristles - be somepin lak a tumor j is '  grow biggah an ' b iggah 

an ' b iggah , Will kill yo ' .  [ Waycross , Ga . , (1080) , 1748 : 2 . ] 
6522 . Dey take dem toenails , j is '  trim ' em.  Take dem toenails an ' yo ' par ch 

dem t o enails up , an ' de fingahnails tuhget hah . J i s ' - now , yo ' got two fingahs 

THUMBS AND INDEX FINGERS 
ALL TOES - NAILS FROM - PARCH 
DRINK IN WHISKEY - ADD URINE 

on yo ' fingahs dat is valuable . 
(What are those? ) 
Dem' s dese here [ demons trate s ] . 
(The thumb and the finger next to i t ? ) 
Yes sir , an ' yo ' parch ' em up , an ' if yo ' dr ink 

whiskey , dey pu t ' em in dere . An ' yo ' put some of da t in dat whiskey . Let it 
se t  today , tonight . D en yo ' be f riend s . An ' yo ' urinate , an ' de las ' d a t  ur i
nate an ' likkah , drap it [ in]  dere , An' yo ' got ' em tied den . [Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (592) , 763 : 5 . ] 

6523 . Wash de feet well an ' scrap e  dat dead skin . Fo ' instance , if a man i s  
accus tomed tuh drinkin ' wine , when he drink ,  yo ' see ,  take dat dead skin t ied up 

WINE - FOOTSKIN SOAKED IN BOTTLE OF - 3 DAYS 
CAUSES LOVE - ALSO STOMACH ULCERS 

in a piece , put i t  down in dat 
bottle , an ' full dat bottle full 
of wine . Leave it s tay in d ere 
three days . Res train it an ' give 

him dat tuh drink . Dat ' s caused aplenty ulcahs in de stomach an ' things , but it  
gen ' ly [ general ly ]  makes de man, yo ' undahstan ' , he have a certain amount of  de 
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woman ' s  b lood [ essence that comes from the skin of  her feet ] i �  see.s lak ,  an '  
i t  make him [his ]  whole ambition an ' mind be directed on ' er .  

(I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1445 : 9 . ] 
6524 . If  yo ' scrape de bottom o f  yuh foot , lak yo ' is in love vi� a .an an '  

someone else in love wit ' im .  Well , yo ' scrape de bot tom o f  yuh fee� an '  pu� i� 

WISHES 3 - WHILE PUTTING FOOTSKIN IN HIS COFFEE 
intuh ' is coffee or in ' is 
food an ' make three wishes. 
An ' he will s tick tuh yo ' j is '  

as long as yo ' give ' im dat . [Norfolk , Va . , (486) , 5 14 : 7 . ] 

FINGERNAIL AND TOENAIL DIRT - IN THE BREAD 
DEY COULD WITCHCRAFT DEM DATAWAY 

' em in de bread an '  make a man love ' em .  
[St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1022) , 1653 : 5 . ] 

65 25 . Dey take - womens take cu� 
of all yore toenails an ' yore 
f ingernails an ' take de dirt from 
underneath ' em  an ' dey could cook 

Dey could WITCHCRAFT dem dataway . 

8 .  FOLK MEDICINE 

(1) . LIVE THINGS IN YOU ( 2 ) . CURES OF AILMENT AND DISEASE 

(3 ) . ALCOHOLICS ( 4 ) . TO KEEP PERSON ASLEEP 

( 5 ) . A FEW MORE DOCTORS 

[Folk medicine in hoodoo or  witchcraft has a wider field o f  involvement than 
� isolated cures given in books of  general folklore . This  is true b ecause hoo
� or witchcraft supplies causes for all ailments and diseases as well as cures , 
-.d also tells how to protect oneself in the future . Such protective rites , actu
a11y prevent ive medicine , as well as other cures unlis ted here , will b e  found 
tkroughout the total text . For the lat ter , consul t e sp ecially : FOLK MEDICINE 
.. .  361-519 ; SEXUAL IMPOTENCE pp . 2341- 2 509 ; and "HER PRIVATE TIME" pp . 2513-2540 . ] 

( 1) . LIVE THINGS IN YOU 

[A considerable number of live things in you will be found on pages 22 7-239 , 
.. well as elsewhere in the comple te text . May I call your attention to t he 
11zs� two rites in margin title SNAKES . ]  

6526 . Hit wuz a lady up yondah , she got poisoned ,  an ' a doctor out chere from 
��ville , he cured ' er . S ompin would be runnin ' in ' er laigs an ' yo ' could 

see it j is '  movin ' in ' er laigs . An ' de doctor out heah 
& COMMON EXPERIENCE from Herbertville cured it . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1134) , 1843 : 2 .] 

6527 . [When I asked this informant about putting live 
.-D A PRECAUTION things in people , he answered : ]  Yuh know ah . wusn ' t  a man 

tuh eat much wi t nobody . Ah wus always mighty funny ' bout 
.-:in' [ s o  that people could not poison me by put ting live things in me ] .  [Wil
� .  N. Car . , ( 228) , 14 7 : 1+85 . ]  
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6 5 2 8 .  Yo ' kin take any kinda animal bone 
(Is  there any way o f  getting these out of  

you? ) 

an ' grind i t  up . 
your sys tem after you get them into 

Sho ' , yo ' kin take some - j is '  say fo ' 
rus t , an ' yo ' kin take an ' scrape de rus t 

ins tance yo ' d  have a pan an ' let it 
o f fa i t , undahs tan ' , an ' git chew some 

watah an ' put it  in dere , an ' j is '  
use dis [ rus t ]  watah an ' dat ' ll 
cut ' em all up . [ This o f  course 
is the old iron or s t eel remedy 

ANIMAL-BONE POWDER - PUTS LIVE THINGS IN YOU 
RUST WILL KILL THIS ANIMAL WITHIN 

agains t witchcraf t . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 924) , 1501 . ] 
6529 . Go tuh a ants '  {mound ] an ' git enough o f  dose antses an ' put ' em in a 

place an ' let  ' em dry . Pound ' em up tuh a powdah an ' sprinkle ' em on anybody ' s 

ANT POWDER IN FOOD OR DRINK CREATES ANTS IN VICTIM 
food or in anything dat dey 
drink .  When dey drink dat , 
in a length of time de ants 

will create ins ide dem de 
La . , ( 1 5 6 0 ) , 2 8 57 : 1 . ] 

same as dey would [ in the ant mound ] . [New Orleans , 

6530 . Git de ants an ' take an ' put ' em up an ' dry ' em ,  unt il dey gi t s  good 
an ' dry . P owdah dem.  Take an ' put dat  in dey co f fee or dere tea . Oat will do 
de wo rk fo ' yo ' den . Dat will kill yo ' .  

(How would it  kill you? ) 
Kill yo ' i f  yo ' drink it . 
(How? Will i t  put live thing s in you or  what ? )  
[This was a leading question , though the answer could be inferred . ]  

Yeah , dere ' ll come live antse s . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 1 3 ) , 268 0 : 5 . ] 
6 5 31 . Now dey tell me yo ' kin take red ant s . Go tuh a red ant s '  bed , j is '  

lak if yo ' wants  tuh run a p erson crazy . Yo ' kin go tuh a red ant s ' bed an ' git 

ANTS - RED - DRY IN SUN 
PUT IN FOOD - LIVE THINGS IN VICTIM 

do se  ants an '  kill  ' em.  An ' take ' em out 
in de sun an '  le t [ put ] ' em in de sun an '  
let ' em dry . Don ' t dry dem in de shade . 
Yo ' know , put ' em in de sun an ' let ' em 

dry . An '  give it tuh de folks den in sech as dey bread , or one sech lak dat , 
an ' dey says it will create live things tuh come up an ' down in ' em .  [Waycros s , 
Ga . , ( 1 1 59 ) , 1 9 35 : 2 . ] 

6 5 3 2 . Go in ' tuh a red ants ' b ed - j is '  
body . Oat will j is ' eat ' em up . J is ' git  

like yo ' wanta put ant s  intuh some
dem antses an ' take ' em outa dere an ' 

ANT S  - RED - PARCH WHILE READ ING P SALM 3 7  
put ' em  in anything dat 
dey ' ll parch up tuh a 
dus t .  Put ' em in dere 
live an ' put ' em where 

IN PERSON ' S  FOOD OR DRINK BECOME ALIVE - EAT ING HIM UP 

d ey ' ll  parch up t uh a dus t .  An '  gi t d e  Bib le an ' read d e  37 th P salms while it ' s  
parchin ' ,  an ' take it  out . An ' anything yo ' put dat intuh , if dey nus e [ us e ]  it , 
drink it or eat it or any th ing , why dem ants will come alive in dem - j is '  eat 
' em up . [ Why Psalm 3 7  should be used , I do no t know . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 1 6 1 ) , 
1 9 3 7 : 4 . ] 

65 3 3 . Dey put dat in yo ' .  Jis ' lak yo ' know , it ' s  not de ants , it ' s  de aigs 
from de ants . Jis ' lak yo ' know yo ' re [you are ] sore [ angry ] wi t a person an ' 

ANT EGGS IN HIS WHISKEY HATCHES ANTS INSIDE 
dis person drinks . Well , if yo ' 
kin git - yo ' know dese ants ' aigs 
intuh dis whiskey , yo ' kin give ' em 

dat . An '  i t  j is '  supposed tuh hatch an ' run ' em craz y .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1527 ) , 
2 7 2 6 : 2 . ] 

6 5 34 . Ah heard dat dey could take a do z en [ 1 2 ]  r ed ants an ' cook dem an ' put 
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' em  i n  a package . An '  git dat package tuh a p erson an ' saturate dat package in 
anything dat he might drink.  An ' dat would cuz ' im tuh swell up an' give him a '  

� [ RED ]  1 2  - COOK - IN PERSON ' S DRINK 

interternal [ =  internal ] disease . 
( In other words you would use this in 
the liquor . )  [Waycross , Ga . , (1162) , 
1938 : 5 . ] 
65 35 . I f anybody poisons yo ' , yo '  git 

dem red ants - de red ant s . Ah don ' know nuthin ' b out nuthin but de red ants .  
An '  yo ' git dem red antses an ' yo ' put i t  in a li ' le bit o f  whiskey , an ' yo ' put 

!!!!].. [RED ]  - IN WHISKEY - GUNPOWDER - EGG WHITE 
USE AS A RUB TO KILL INSECTS INSIDE YOU 

some gunpowdahs wit it . An '  
when yo ' put i t  in dat whi skey 
an ' de gunpowdah , yo ' make it 
out a liquid yo ' s ee , of  a rub. 

An' den yo ' put it down der e  an ' yo ' git de white of a aig , an ' yo ' mix dat up as 
a rub stuff. An '  rub yoreself wit it , an ' if dere an ' insect in yo ' , why dat ' ll 
cuz dem tuh leave . As fur as ah heard of dat . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1382) , 24 57 : 7. ]  

6536 . Yo ' take dis  bat an ' put ' im in bucket or box or somepin an ' let ' im 
dry - j is '  perish tuh death. Den yo ' take an ' if  it ' s  a person dat chew wish 

BAT POWDER IN FOOD OR DRINK - LIVE BUGS IN YOU 
tuh harm , yo ' feed ' em dat 
dus t in s ome of dat food or 
watah dat dey have tuh drink , 

an' it ' ll cuz a pers on tuh have live things in ' em .  
(What kind of  live things ? )  
Bugs . [ Bats are supposed to b e  full o f  bugs - see FACI , 1841 , p . 8 3 ,  1s t ed . ; 

2007 , p . 78 , 2nd ed . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 37 ) , 1517 : 1 . ]  
6537 . Yo ' kin use de bat de same way yo ' do de frog or de snake tuh make 

things go in people .  Well , yo ' j is ' dry dat yo ' know an ' powdah it up [ and drop 
in victim ' s f ood or drink ] . [ Brunswick, Ga . , ( 118 9) , 2009 : 11 . ] 

6 538 . (Your grandfather told you that? ) 
Mah grandfathah , he wuz a ole , o le way-baak man. 

things happen tuh yo ' , yo ' know dis time of yeah , de 
He says dat de way dese  
spring o f  de yeah , all  in-

sects  an ' b irds are 
BIRD POWDER - EATEN IN SPRING OF YEAR COMES ALIVE IN YOU matin ' . So dey ketch

es dat bird an ' kills 
it , an ' dey puts  i t  away an ' let 
know , lak powdah , an ' den dey ' ll 
eat dat an ' den it ' ll come alive 
1057 : 1 . ] 

it dry . Den 
powdah dat -
- somepin in 

aftah it dries , it ' ll crumble , yo ' 
crumble dat ovah yuh food , an ' yo ' 
yo ' . [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . , ( 7 6 7 ) , 

6539 . Yo ' kin go tuh work an ' take de chicken haid . Dry it intuh a powdah , 
erumble it  up an ' make a lo t ta things j i s '  lak peppah outa it . Place it intuh 

CHICKEN-HEAD POWDER - 9 DAYS - LITTLE CHICKEN IN YOU 
anyone ' s  food , an ' when 
yo ' place it intuh dere 
food , dey per s on eat it , 

aa '  nine days aftah -
fn1l of small ones . 

(Small what ? ) 

nine days , dey ' ll fumilate [ formulate ] ,  dey body will b e  

D e  li ' le chickens , or 
aa.evah one [ animal ] dat 

li ' le snakes , or li ' le frogs , or li ' le bugs - j is '  whut
chew use . [ Sumter , S . Car . , ( 1384 ) , 246 2 : 6 . ] 

DIRT-DAUBER-NEST POWDER - DIRT DAUBERS IN YOU 
6540 . Take a d irt daubah .  See ,  
dey builds dere nestses up side 
de house . Yo ' takes a dirt daubah 

.es '  an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it in watah or in anything , an ' a person will 
eat dat . As it gi t inside o f  ' em , dey claim , it  will  b e  young eggs er sompin in 
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dere . An ' aftah dey git inside o f  ' em ,  by it bein '  warm in dere , dey creates . 
An' when dey do anything , why it ' s  j is '  lak a dirt daubah ' s  makin ' a house . 
[Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1097) , 1 7 74 : 1 . ] 

6541 . Ah heard tell of ' em takin ' a dirt daub ah ' s nes ' an ' cook in ' i t  in yore 
foo d .  An ' dey say dat will put dirt daubahs in yo ' . An ' dos e  bugs an' things 
come in yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1530) , 2 7 18 : 3 . ] 

DOG HAIR IN YOU - WORMS • • •  EAT CHEW UP INSIDE 

it , it  will fill yo ' full o f  li ' le things lak 
ins ide . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1121) , 18 30 : 6 . ] 

654 2 .  Tell me yo ' kin take a dog 
hair ,  see , an ' if dey cook it in 
yore bread an ' git chew tuh eat 

grubworms an ' thing s . Eat chew up 

6 54 3 . Yo ' take s ome dog hair an '  put it in some whiskey . Mix yo '  a li ' le 
sulphur in wit it an ' yo ' give dat tuh a person to drink , an ' it ' ll ' cumulate 

DOG HAIR - IN WHISKEY AND SULPHUR - SNAKES I N  YOU 
snakes in ' em. [ Snakes are 
created because hair , usual
ly hor se hair , will turn into 

snakes - see SNAKES later. ] [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1398) , 2518 : 5 . ] 
6544 . Dey take cat hair an ' dog hair an ' plac e it intuh a man ' s food , an ' if 

dat ' ll remain dere ' bout nine days , well , i t ' ll turn , yo ' know , lak hair worms . 

DOG AND CAT HAIR IN PERSON - AFTER 9 DAYS FROM 
HAIR WORMS - WHICH AFTER 6 OR 7 MONTHS BECOME SNAKES 

An ' den it ' ll s tay dere 
' bout six or seven months , 
den it beg innin ' tuh form 
snakes . Whenever do se 

things get live , yo ' know , dey j is '  crawl an ' crawl about . Well , it ' s  quite 
natchel [ natural ] d en dat ' ll run yo ' craz y .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (about 9 7 6 -

9 7 7 ) , 1588 : 1 . ] 
FROG - TOAD - TOADFROG 654 5 .  You take frogs and kill them and get their b lood , 

FROG BLOOD IN YOU and put it in a bottle and keep i t , and put it in some-
thing they eat and frogs will b e  in them . You can hear 

them ho l lering t he same as in the spring . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (80) , Ediphone . ] 
6546 . Yo ' kin git d e  b lood from a frog  an ' yo ' kin put da t in whiskey an ' let 

' em dr ink it an ' dat ' ll cuz frogs tuh be in ' em.  [Memphi s , T enn . , ( 94 9 ) ,  
1531 : 16 . ] 

1 DROP OF TOADFROG BLOOD IN SWEET MILK 
9 DAYS LATER - TOADFROGS IN YOU 

6547 . Yo ' take a toadfrog an '  j i s '  lak 
yo ' drink sweet milk , ah ' ll put a drog 
of ' is b lood in dis sweet milk , an ' in 

nine days it wil l  come in yore body . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1424) , 2571 : 13 . ] 
6548 . Yo ' kin take a toadfrog an ' hang ' im  up an ' kill ' im .  Hang ' im fron ' 

de fiah an ' git nine drops of  blood out dis frog an ' put i t  in whiskey . Take de 

KILL TOADFROG OR SNAKE - HANG BEFORE FIRE 
9 DROPS OF HI S BLOOD - BECOME ALIVE IN YOU 

TO CURE - MAKE ANIMAL MAD - KILL - APPLY BLOOD 

frog an ' take an ' kill 1 im .  
If yo ' kin g i t  a snake , yo '  kin 
take an ' kill a snake an ' git 
nine drops of ' is blood , an ' put 
it in whiskey fo ' yo ' .  It won ' 

kill yo ' right away . Yo ' gon ' a l ive an ' be 
big [ inside you] dey kill yo ' .  

sick ,  but atter while dey gon ' a  be so 

(How do they ge t tho se l ive things out ? ) 
Well , lak dey put ' em in yo ' . Go ketch yo ' a snake an ' don ' kill ' im .  J i s ' 

split ' im  open ' live an ' - lak he ' s  mad hot - an ' smash it on dere , an ' dat takes 
[ tho se live things ]  outa yo ' .  

(Well , how do you get those frog s  out ? )  
De sama way wi t snakes . Don ' kill d e  frog , j is '  ketch de frog while i t ' s  ho t .  

Jis ' play wi t ' im or somepin an ' make ' im mad . An' git ' im while he ' s  mad , yo ' 
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see , an ' split ' im right open an ' slap i t  right on dat place . an '  it will take de 
frogs out . [Wilson ,  N.  Car . , ( 1504) , 2671 : 11 . ] 

6549 . Wal , tuh git de frog intuh de b ody , dey said dey takes an '  use rain 

watah .  Take de frog an ' cut de frog while it live an ' use rain watah. An ' let 
de rain watah j is ' - let de [ frog] blood drop 

TO DRINK FROG BLOOD IN RAIN WATER intuh de [ pool o f ]  rain watah . An' aftah 
PUTS A FROG IN YOU gittin ' dis b lood from dis [ pool of] rain 

watah , dey po ' [ pour ] dis [blood and rain 
water ] in dere [ a  container ] ,  an ' partly covah i t  [ container ] an ' den mix de 
[ another ] watah tuhgethah - de drinkin ' watah tuhgethah . An '  prak ' ly [practical
ly ] dem frogs will go intuh de b ody an ' dey come tuh form life . [ The frog blood 
having dripped into a puddle of rainwater is scooped up and poured into drinking 
water . ] [J acksonville , Fla . , (560) , 696 : 5 . ] 

6550 . Dey use a frog . Kin take a frog an ' kill ' im ,  an ' git a drop o f  ' is 
i t  in some 
tea or sompin 
tub dem tub 
be poisoned 
have tub send 

blood an '  a drop of someone ' s  b lood an ' put i t  tuhgethah. An '  put 

1 DROP OF FROG BLOOD - 1 DROP OF YOUR BLOOD 
POISONS YOU AND DRIVES YOU CRAZY 

cof fee or whiskey or 
lak dat , an ' give i t  
drink . Well , dey ' ll 
an ' go crazy an ' yo ' 

' em  tub ' sylum. [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 2639 : 13 . ] 
655 1 .  Git a red frog an ' git some o f  de warts o f f  ' im ,  an ' some of  ' is blood . 

If yo ' kin s lice him in ' i s hind laigs dere , yo ' know , git s ome b lood outa ' im  

BLOOD AND WARTS FROM RED TOAD 
CAUSE OF NERVOUSNESS AND ST . WERDI S  [VITUS ' S ] DANCE 

dat way . Take one of  dese 
warts an ' boil it  an ' make 
yo ' a tea outa  it . An ' 
take some ' a  de b lood an ' 

git intuh dis tea an ' give a fellah a dose of  it , he will become nervous ,  j is '  
lak he would have de · S t . Werdis [Vitus ' s ] dance . His arm or ' is hand or wherevah 
in i t  takes place at - he be set tin ' still  an ' soon as he git tin '  settin '  st ill , 
he j is ' all ovah shake lak dat [ demons trates ] . But yo ' go tta git one of dose ole 
red toads dey call ' em ,  dese red speckled ones - git one of  dem. [Norfolk , Va . , 
(49 1) , 5 28 : 1 . ] 

655 2 .  Take a frog or a lizard . Yo ' know a frog is spawned with a lit tle 
egg. Yo ' kin take dat . I t  will more or less go  to de bot tom . I f  dere anybody 

FROG EGGS IN PERSON 

an' do de same thing , 
Ala. ' (6 7 3 ) ' 890 : 3 . ] 

yo ' wants hurt , yo ' kin take it [ frog egg ] an ' dey ' ll drink 
it , an ' dey ' ll form an ' dey ' ll grow in ' em - grow in dat 
person . Ah have seen ' em. An ' yo ' kin take snakes ' eggs 
an ' dey ' ll crawl aroun '  in a human bein ' s body . [Mobile , 

65 5 3 .  They take a frog and they keep that frog until he has eggs . And when 
the frog has the eggs , they take those and put in the beer , and they will give 

DOG EGGS IN YOUR STOMACH BECOME ALIVE IN 4 MONTHS 
RFORE 4 MONTHS BLACK MOLAS SES AND BURNT SULPHUR CURE 

that to the enemy to 
drink.  Well , inside of 
about four or five months , 
those eggs will hatch and 

in the person ' s s tomach , and they will have frogs in their s tomach, And there is 
but one way to get those frog eggs out of that person ' s stomach , out of the belly 
£0 keep them from hatching . You would have to go under a operation . 

The way you can get them out without going under a operation is  if you learn 
they are in there before four months . You can easily get them out with black 
.alasses and burnt sulphur , becuz that ties them up , that brings them right out 
when you are passing . You pass them right out . [New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1139 : 4 .] 

6554 . Git a frog . I f  yo ' kin git de insides o f  a frog an ' kin manage tub 
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git j is '  a part o f  ' im intuh de po t - somepin neah ' is heart , which is de livest  
part of  ' im aftah yo ' kill ' im - an ' yo ' put  i t  in de pot an ' 

FROG HEART dat person eat it , dey say den he ' ll begin tuh have young frogs 
in ' im . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1105) , 1780 : 6 . ] 

FROG AND 9 DAYS 6555 . Take de frog an ' dry i t . Aftah dryin ' de frog , make a 
powdahs outa i t  an ' sprinkle i t  intuh dere food an ' feed it  t uh 

a person . Aftah de b irth - an ' nine days aftah time [ 9  days after the feeding ] de 
frog will b egin tuh grow young ones on de inside of de othah person . In nine days 
time . [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , (1384 ) , 2459 : 3 . ] 

6556 . An '  den yo ' take yo ' - ef  yo ' don '  wanna kill anybody , de bes ' things 
fer dat now, ef  yo ' wanna put snakes in dem , or if  yo ' wanna put s corpions in ' em ,  
or  i f  yo ' wanna put frogs i n  ' em ,  yo ' take d i s  s tuff an ' yo ' dry i t  b y  de sun . 

( In making that frog dust you have to let stay nine mornings in the sun . ) 
[This detail was given while recording machine turned o f f . ] [ Jacksonville , Fla . , 
( 5 9 2 ) ' 7 64 : 6 . ] 

655 7 . Ah know a woman had a frog in ' er throat an ' it wuz put in whiskey -
[ I  mean ] in dat frog dus t - an ' aftah dey drink i t , it  formed dem live thing in 

' er .  It formed an '  it grow back tuhgethah . Dem frogs grow. 
FROG POWDER OR DUST She had one right up heah in ' er throat an ' it choked ' er 

tuh death finely [ finally ] . An ' evah time she drink whiskey 
s ee ,  an ' she wuz j is '  crazy about whiskey , well dat thing would come up an ' nearly 
choke ' er tuh death . Died ! [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 920) , 148 7 : 4 . ] 

6558 . Well , ah heard dat yo ' kin take de  toadfrog . Yo ' kin take de toadfrog 
an ' ketch ' im alive an ' put ' im in somep in [ on or near the fire ] an ' let ' im git 
done , where yo ' could j is '  powdah 1 im up lak yo ' would powdah . An' put ' im in 
s ome whiskey an ' give tuh de person an ' i t ' ll turn tuh frogs . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1555) , 2829 : 6 . ] 

655 9 . Gi t a frog an ' kill  ' im an ' let ' im dry up tuh a powdah , an ' cook it  in 
bread or anything an ' g ive i t  tuh yo ' in medicine or whiskey or anything lak dat , 
an ' event ' ly [ eventually ] dat powdah will ' cumulat e  an ' HE ' LL COME BACK A LIVING 
FROG , AN ' YO ' KIN FEEL ' IM MOVIN ' RIGHT UP AN '  DOWN RIGHT UNDAH DE SKIN . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (940) , 1 5 22 : 1 2 . ] 

6560 . Lak if  yo ' wanta put frogs  in s omebody , yo ' ket '  chew a toadfrog an ' 
gut ' im an '  hang ' im up an ' let ' im git pumb bone dry .  Jis ' dry ' im from a p lumb 
hard dry . Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' take him in a han ' kerchef or s omp in an ' yo ' b eat 
dat frog up - beat ' im up real fine , j is '  f ine as yo '  kin git ' im .  Well , j is '  
lak yo ' come in an ' say , " So-an ' -so , [ I ]  won '  chew come have some dinnah or  sup
pah wit me . "  Always have dat fixed fo ' ' em . Yo ' wan ' a  git dem frogs in ' em.  
Jis ' sprinkle it in dat soup or j is '  any othah kinda meat , an ' dey eat s dat s tuff , 
while dat frog will j i s ' create in ' em .  Now , hit ain ' t goin '  work outa dem ,  it ' s  
gonna stay in ' em. [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 951) , 1537 : 6 . ] 

6 561 . Yo ' wan ' to put lak a person ' s  - somepin in ' em .  Well , yo ' take a frog 
while deys alive , put ' im in somepin an ' let ' im fry b rown , brown ,  b rown an '  trun 
[ turn] ' im an ' let ' em git dry . If  yo ' are drinkin ' wit de person , yo ' t ake dat 
dust an ' sprinkle dere [ drink] wit i t . Dat powdahed frog come tuh be  alive agai� 
de small ones , an ' it comes tuh wo rkin ' inside of yo ' alive . 

(How could you get that s tuff out o f  you? ) 
Wel l , I nevah knew how did yo ' git ' em out . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 9 1 ) , 1103 : 7 . ] 
6 5 6 2 . Ah ' ve heard tell of ' em us in ' frogs fo ' diff ' ren ' things . Now ah ' ve 

heard tell o f  ' em - yo ' take a frog an ' yo '  wanta put a SPELL on a per son , poison 
a p erson . Yo ' take a frog an ' kill ' im an ' le t  ' im git dry . Den yo ' parches ' im 
where yo ' kin powdah i t  up . Yo ' take dat powdah an ' put it intuh whiskey o.r watah 
or yore co ffee , an ' let - yo ' know , from time tuh t ime ,  let ' em drink offa dat . 
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An '  it ' ll create f rogs in ' em .  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1148) , 1874 : 4 . ] 
656 3 .  You skin the fro g ,  dry the hide out , parch it , an ' 
then you kin put that into somepin to drink to give a 

FROG SKIN INTO POWDER person .  That ' ll make frogs come in them. [New Orleans , 
La . ,  (80 2 ) , 1119 : 7 . ]  
6564 . A live toadfrog - eithah yo ' kin t ake a DAID 

FROGGY ' S SKIN , rub s  it  up while ·it ' s dry , an ' put it  in anyb ody ' s foo d  or whiskey 
or anything , an ' dey ' ll drink i t ,  why dey subj ect tub havin ' des e toadfrog. 

(You s aid if  a person was poisoned. What did you do with the frog? ) 
IF HE ' S LIVE , TAKE DIS LIVE FROG AN ' LIE HIM ON DE MISERY . 
(What will that do? ) 
Dat WILL DRAW IT FROM Y O '  IF HE ' S LIVE . 
(If  the person has been tricked or anything? ) 
Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (140 2) , 2524 : 5 . ] 
6565 . Down right on Hanover Street , why SHE HAD FROGS IN HER . Suah [ sure ]  

she had frogs . Now , dey li ' le toadfrogs what j ump aroun ' , unders tand . Jis ' lak 
yo ' out in de country , see  dese l i ' le  ole rough back frogs j ump in ' , 

FROG URINE yo ' know , why j is '  ket ch ' em  an ' yo ' kept  ' em an ' j es ' let ' em -
put ' em  on a rag or sompin lak dat an '  let ' em make a li ' le watah , 

yo '  undahs tan ' ,  All right ,  dey make a li ' le watah an ' yo ' j is '  kin take dat an ' 
pat i t  across a person [person ' s ]  somepin tuh eat , yo ' undahstan ' ,  yo '  more dan 
apt tuh git frogs an ' skippahs an ' crawf i sh - all kind of insex intuh yo ' by dat . 
trhe word skipper I have discussed els ewhere . It is no t something looking like 
a but t erfly , but a maggot infes ting meat . I personally knew only the skipper in 
&a.e-cured ham , the world ' s  greates t j umper for its  s i z e . ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 

(511) , 580 : 2 . ] 
DRUG STORE SELLS DRIED TADPOLES 656 6 .  You go to  the drug s t or e , they got what 

you call dried tadpoles there ; and if  you get 
tbem internal , they ' ll come to  life and breed there and you ' ll have to go to a 
�ure to ge t them out . [ Sorry , I forgot in 1936  to ask where this drug s tore 
was . ] [ Fredricksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

6567 . [Numerous examples of  animal brutality and torture have been given in 
BDODOO . Here are several more examples . ]  

I ' ve seen a woman - she did dis when I wuz quite a kid . I seen ' er when she 
did dis - I wuz runnin ' roun '  ' er hous e - I guess she wuz payin ' no ' tention tub 

me amongst de o thahs . She ' d taken a frog . Dis  fro g - she taken 
�KTURE OF FROG dis f rog an ' SHE ' D  TAKE AN '  STARVE DIS FROG , a li ' le b it ' a frog -

a li ' le ,  li ' le frog . Yo ' know de li ' le bit ' a  frog dat j umps in 
� garden sometime or in de grass . She take dis frog an ' she take an ' starved 
· �. An' she - I don ' know whut she used tuh keep de frog in . She nevah would 
aive him nuthin tub eat , an ' wouldn ' t allow us tub give ' im nuthin tuh eat , yo ' 
kaDv. Well ,  she dried dis frog out when he died , dried ' im out an ' powdahed ' im 
., . Af tah she dried ' im out good , she take an ' p owdah ' im up . Aftah she take de 
paadah - she took dis powdah an ' she put i t  in some food [ and put live frogs iB 
the person ] . [ New Orleans , La . , (820) , 118 2 : 3 . ] 

6568 . Dey takes a toadfrog .  See ,  dey take s a 
P.IOG - SULPHUR - UNDER DOORSTEP toadfrog an '  put dat toadfrog alive - put ' im 

undah de s tep wit a li ' le sulphuh r ight undah 
• ts chin dere , an ' if de people walks ovah ' im ,  dat put de toadfrog into de person . 

[ Jacksonville , Fla . , (586) , 7 52 : 5 . ] 
17E FROG UNDER SLEEPING PERSON ' S HEAD 6569 . You take a frog and tie him to a 

brand-new shingle , and put dat frog right 
.aderneath of  the hous e wher ever his [vic tim' s ]  head is lying [ under the head of 
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the bed above ] , and as her [ frog]  weaken down the person will weaken ; and when he 
[ frog ] dies , makes his last gasp , the pers on wi ll die . [ Norfolk , Va . , ( ? ) , 

GRAS SHOPP ERS SNEEZED FROM NOSE 
5 25 : 14 . ] 
65 7 0 .  Ah know a man dat a woman fixed ' im .  She 
took a gra sshoppah aig an ' g ive tuh ' im in ' is 

buttahmilk . An ' evah t ime he sneezed he sneezed grasshoppahs out ' is nose .  
(How d o  they get r id o f  a tri ck like that ? )  
Ah dun [ don ' t ]  know dey got rid o f  it , but he ' s  livin ' today . [ Li t tle Rock , 

Ark . , ( 8 9 5 ) , 1465 : 14 . ] 
6 5 7 1 . Well , all r ight , in cas e i f  yo ' wanta l earn how tuh rai se snakes -

raise ' em.  An ' naow [ now ] ah mean raise ' em.  Well , yo ' go tuh a s tud hor se . 
Undahstan '  good now . Well , yo ' go dere an ' yo ' cut a stran ' o f  hair 

HORSE HAIR outa his tail . Well , den when yo ' do dat , yo ' go tuh a li ' le stream 
of watah an ' drive yer s t ick down in dat watah an ' t ie dat mane -

dat horse ' s  tail roun '  dat s tick . An ' yo ' watch dat .  In fo ' day ' s t ime j i s '  same 
as de b ig moc casin , i t  commence tub wig gle . Yo ' see now , dese wiggle-tail in de 
bay [ o f  Mobi le ] , well dey make snakes . 

(But you have to tie that into a s tream of  water . )  [Mob ile ,  Ala . , ( 656) , 
9 39 : 4 . ] 

65 7 2 .  Ah don'  know whut dey could do tuh g it live things out , but ah ' ve heard 
dat chew kin take an '  - de way dat people pretend dat dey ' ve brought live things 
outa people . Yo ' kin take an' take some horsehair . Take a horse ' s  hair an ' put 
it in a bot tle an' keep it in a dark place an' le t dat bo ttle be kinda damp fo ' 
a couple of  days an ' hit will look lak live things . Jis ' lak people claimin ' dey 
had got thing s  outa people - worms . [ S avannah , Ga . , (1256) , 2131 : 1 . ] 

6 5 7 3 . Yo ' take a lizard or a salamandah or anything lak dat - yo ' take a 
lizard now. Ef a person take him an ' ket ch ' im an ' kill ' im ,  yo ' take him den 

an ' yo ' let  ' im dry up . Well , aftah he dry up , 
LIZARD POWDER IN FOOD OR DRINK yo ' take him an ' pound ' im up an ' put ' im in 

anything , an ' aftah while he ' ll grow. Jis ' lak 
yo ' put ' im in watah or sompin tuh eat , an ' a per son eat it , git it in ' em . He ' ll 
grow an ' in a very short while he ' ll be  runnin ' all through ' is flesh . [Waycross, 

Ga . ,  ( 1097 ) , 1 7 7 3 : 6 . ] 
LIZARD DUST OR POWDER 
KEPT READY IN BOTTLE 

6574 . Ah heard dat chew kin take a lizard an ' take an ' 
cut ' im an ' dry ' im up . Kill ' im an ' aftah yo ' kill ' im ,  
den yo ' cut ' im .  An ' put ' im out o n  a p iece of bo ' d  in 

de sun an ' dry ' im up until he come crinkle . Den yo ' take him an ' parch ' im .  
Put ' im i n  de stove an ' p arch ' im , an ' take him out an ' grind ' im up an ' put ' im 
in a bottle . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat dus t , yo ' kin j is ' keep it in dat bottle . S ee ,  dat dus t will poison 

peop le . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1260) , 2140 : 11 . ] 
6 5 7 5 .  Said dat a lady had some li ' le lizards in ' er an ' she wuz told b y  a 

hoodoo lady dat if dey caught dat lizard alive an '  t ied ' im in a dark cornah an ' 

LIZARD - TIED IN DARK CORNER TO D IE - POWDERED 
SPRINKLE FOR BAREFOOT PERSON TO WALK OVER 

THE MAGIC OF DEATH BY TORTURE 

let ' im die . An ' den took ' im 
an ' parched ' im up , beat ' im up 
an ' put ' im in de walk where she 
had tub walk . So in de summah
time she ' d  go wi t ' out ' er shoes , 

an ' de powdah would s tick tuh 
' er havin ' life in ' er feet s ,  
an ' i t  create little li zards , 
( ? ) , 900 : 8 . ] 

de hollah o f  ' er feet , an ' quit e natchel [ natural ] 
she ' d  carry it on an ' put on de shoe an ' wear i t , 
an ' de little lizard s grew in ' er . [Mobile , Ala . , 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3085 

(A lizard can harm her ? )  65 7 6 . 
If yo ' 

' im alive 
done wanta . take a lizard . j is '  keep ' im swimmin' in watah , j is '  keep 
in dat watah . Keep ' im in dat watah . while dat woman is neah ' er t ime . 

Always j is '  keep dat l izard in dat watab an ' 
LIZARD WATER TO PREGNANT WOMAN evah mawnin ' git chew a teaspoonful of dat watah 

HARD BIRTH OR MISCARRIAGE an ' drop it in de watah she drinks . An 1 keep 
dat lizard in dat watah . An ' it will make ' er 

have a hard b irth or a mis car�iage . [New Orleans . La • •  (828) . 1219 : 3 . ] 
6 5 7 7 . Ah heard a woman in Birmingham . Ala . , say dat if yo ' had a enemy an ' if 

yo ' wanta git de enemy out de way , say yo ' could take a l izard an ' dreene [drain] 
it . Yo ' know . make de blood come outa it . 

LIZARD BLOOD IN SWEATBAND OF HAT An ' take dat lizard ' s blood an ' put i t  on a 
rag all de way roun ' de rag .  An ' den take dat 

bloodly rag from de lizard an ' put it in de band of a hat . An '  dey said dat yo ' 
could take dat from a lizard an ' put it in dere , an ' in nine days , lizards be  run
nin ' all roun ' in yore haid an ' up an ' down yore body . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , 
(1418) , 2551 : 14 . ] 

. 

6578 . I knew an old man when I was a child who had a little lizard or some
thing in his leg . They say it would run up and down his leg . He could cut with 

his razor and when it would come down he would 
LIZARDS ALIVE RAN OUT HI S LEG cut ahead of them and it would run out . It was 

a little scorpion or ground puppy or something . 
Someone put it  in his l eg . [Newport News , Va . ,  informant from , when I was s tay
ing at Old Point Comfor t ,  Va . , ( 28 ) . by Ediphone . ]  

6579 . I ' ve heard them say you go to a root doatoP 
bottl e ,  some thing about as long as a lizard , dries it  

LIZARD SHAPED ROOT IN BOTTLE 

MAY WATER - RED PEPPER - 9 PEPPER PODS : 3 INGREDIENTS 
BATHE DOWN - BRINGS OUT LIVE THINGS IN YOU 

and he f ixes something in a 
up , and put it  down for a 

person to walk over . And 
a ground dog comes in his 
leg . [ Fredericksburg . 
Va • •  (51) , by Ediphone . ]  
6580 . May wat er . cayenne 
pepper , nine pods o f  pep
per , salt ; bathe down and 

take physic . Live things come out . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1) , 157 3 : 2 . ] 

�NOW FISH - GARLIC - ONION - IN BOTTLE UNDER STEP 
DAT FISH GITS INTUH DE PERSON 

6581 . Dey do it  wit de 
fish .  Dey take dat fish . 
de little minnow fish . an ' 
put ' em in a little vial 

.u' let ' im b e  live . An ' dey go tuh work an ' put dem a little garlic an ' a lit
£le onion in dere . An ' put ' im in a vial an' put ' im undah de doorstep . An ' dat 
fish gits intuh de person [ af t er you walk over it ] . 

(Is there any way o f  gett ing them out ? )  
Yes suh . yo ' work ' em out j is '  d e  same a s  yuh did d e  frog . [Jacksonville , 

fla. , (586 ) , 7 52 : 7 . ]  
658 2 .  [ I  know o f  them]  doin' 

• caz  ah waited on de woman . Dey 
things wit de scorpions . Ah ' ve seed dat done 
ket ch a scorpion an ' kilt ' im an ' let ' im dried . 
Dis was a bright [ skinned ] woman an ' dis bright 

SCORPION POWDER IN WHISKEY woman wus givin ' dis dark-skinned woman trouble 
PUTS LIVE SCORPIONS IN DRINKER wit ' er husban ' . An ' she taken de scorpion an ' 

kilt ' im an ' she cured ' im dry , j is ' lak if  yo ' 
� anything . An ' she crumble dat up an ' put it in some whiskey , an ' she called 
• er  an' give her a drink o f  dat whiskey an '  - IF AH NEVAH MOVE AG ' IN AH ' VE SEEN 
.as£ LITI'LE SCORPIONS , DEY COME BACK ALIVE . DEY CREATED IN ' ER .  Dem little 
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s c o rp ions j i s '  like dat . 
6583 . Take a scorpion 

whiskey or wine or s omp in 
in yo re skin . 

[Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1141 ) , 1858 : 4 . ] 
ag ' in an ' take some of dat s ame scorp ion an ' put i t  in 
an ' drink i t . I t  will have scorpions runnin ' al l about 

( I s  ther e any way of ge t t ing those  things out of you? ) 
Why ah don ' t know how yo ' git it out , but dere ' s  a man dat could git it  out . 

[ St .  Petersburg , Fl a . , (1021 ) , 165 2 : 3 . ] 
6584 . Git ' em - an ' yo ' take dese heah s tingin ' s corp ions , too . Git ' em an ' 

p arch ' em up . L e t  ' em g it good an ' b rown . C ook ' em an ' den p owdah ' em up r ight 

KEEP SCORPION POWDER IN BOTTLE OF WATER 
go od , an ' put ' em in a bo ttle of wa tah 
an ' s top ' em up r eal tight fo ' awhile . 
An ' den if yo ' wanta poison da t  indi

vidual , why yo ' ll po ' some o f  dat out intuh ' i s watah . [ L i t t le Rock , Ark . , ( 900) ,  
147 3 : 15 . ] 

6585 . Ah heard o f  ' em us in ' 
Well , ah hear d dat dey t ake ' im 

a s corpion fo ' makin' live things in peopl e .  
an '  put ' im in a open SP IDER [ FRYING PAN O N  L EGS ]  

SCORP I ON TORTURED I N  SPIDER FOR POWDER 
THE MAGIC OF VIOLENT DEATH 

one des e ole sp idahs whut has a lid tuh 
i t .  An '  j is '  make f i re enough in i t  
where d a t  he ' ll j i s '  run aroun ' i n  dere 
unt i l  he dies . An ' l e t  ' im bake t ill he 

g i t s  where dey kin crumb le him up an ' make a powdah . An ' den dey tell me dey kin 
put dat on a person an ' hit ' l l go thro ugh de skin an ' come de same thing ' live in 
de p ers on . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 111 7 ) , 1 7 94 : 7 . ] 

6586 . Take a scorp i on , j is '  lak yo ' wanta scorpion , yo ' d  have one drop of 
b lood , an ' d e  j oint o f  ' is tail give it tuh ' im .  

(Jus t one drop of blood and [ from ] his t a i l . )  
Take a j o int . Evah j o int ' s  a drop o f  b lood an ' evah j o i nt of b lood will 

make a scorpion , Yo ' j is '  dro p one drop in dere an ' give it tub a per son , well 

EVERY JO INT IN SCORP ION ' S TAIL HAS 1 DROP OF BLOOD 
TAKEN INTERNALLY SWELLS YOUR FOOT WITH A LIVE SCORPION 

dere will come a scor
pion . Yo ' have dat 
lit tle thing in der e 
cuz ah done s ee ' em 

r i ght in dey fee t s . D e  f ee t s  g it lak da t , git s swelled up . 
( I s  there any way of ge t t ing tho se th ings out ? )  
No t unl es s yo ' s e e  a person , de person da t give s i t  tuh yo ' tub git it . 

kin take i t , but how he take i t  out ah wouldn ' t know j is '  how he take it . 
Dey 

[ S t . 
Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1585 : 11 . ] 

6587 . They t e l l  me that you can take 
and put with that eg g ,  and then take t he 

an egg and cut off  a scorp ion ' s head 
blood and mark it around that egg so 

BLOOD FROM CUT-OFF SCORP ION HEAD - BLOOD FROM PERSON 
SMEAR EACH ROUND AN EGG 9 TIME S  AND BURY 

TO WALK OVER THI S  CUNJURE PUT S LIVE SCORP IONS IN YOU 

many time s , nine t ime s  
they claim , and then take 
the b lood o f  an individ
ual and do the same thing . 
And then take that egg and 

tha t  scorp ion head and bury that , and the individual who has to travel and walk 
over that will get to a p lace they c laim tha t  he ' ll have scorp i ons in him .  [ E liz
abeth C i ty ,  N .  Car . , (438) , 554 : 8 . ] 

6588 . Now yo ' take a scorpion , he ' s  poison . Now yo ' got somp in ag ' in me an ' 
yo ' got sompin ag ' in a man on King Street . Yo ' may got  sompin ag ' in a man o n  
Spr ing St reet . Well , now , ah ' m  de fust [ f ir st ] one yo ' wanta g i t  nex ' tuh .  D i s  
man on Spring S treet de s econ ' man yo ' wanta git  nex ' tuh . Well , yo ' ll take da t 
scorp i on an ' kill ' im .  WHEN YO ' DONE KILL DAT SCORPION , YO ' BRING ' IM HOME HALF 
L IVE . YO ' AIN ' T  KILL ' IM ALTUHGETHAH . He hal f l ive when yo ' b r ing ' im home , but 
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yo '  finish killin ' ' im when yo ' bring ' im  in yore house . Af tah yo ' f inish killin' 
' im , de las t lick yo ' hit ' im yo ' know yo ' goin ' kill ' im ,  yo ' goin ' call mah name . 

SCORPION - LAST LICK KILLING HIM - CALL ENEMY ' S NAME 
THI S ENEMY BECOMES SICK AT ONCE 

WRAP SCORPION WITH SILK THREAD - CALL SECOND ENEMY ' S  NAME 
WHILE CUTTING OFF SCORPION ' S  TAIL - SAYING AS YOU CUT 

QQ_, YO ' BASTARD_, YO ' 

Yo ' call mah name . 
Ah ' m  yore enemy . Ah ' m  
yore dead [ deadly ] 
enemy . Ah ' m  de one yo ' 
want s tuh git' nex ' tuh 
al tuhgethah . But when 
yo ' kill dat scorpion 

an '  call mah name , ah ' m  goin ' take sick . Now dat man ovah heah on Spring S treet , 
yo ' goin ' call ' is name by dat scorpion ' s tail . Yo ' goin ' cut dat scorpion ' s tail 
off j is '  ab out dat much [ d emonstrates ] . Well , yo ' goi n '  tuh hold dat scorpion an ' 
yo ' wrap dat wi t s ilk thread , silk thread . An ' [ a s ] yo ' hit it , yo ' cas t it  in 
yore yard an ' say , "Go , yo ' bastard , yo ' • " An ' he ' s gone . 

(And would it do anything t o  the person living on King S treet , then? ) 
Dat man on King Street goin ' work wit me . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 525) , 630 : 6 . ] 
6589 . Lak if a p erson is  s ick an ' dey wants tuh git rid of  dis  s ick pers on .  

� .  dey kin fix up a remedy fo ' dem dat d e  maggot s  will eat ' em up . Dey kin 

SIAIL SALVE TO GET RID OF SICK PERSON 
NAGGOTS WILL EAT DIS PERSON UP 

take des e snails  an ' dey kin make a salve 
out dese snails an ' dey rub wit dis salve 
an ' dat ' ll bring maggot s  intuh dey skin . 
Well , do se maggot s  will eat dis person 

liP· DEY HAVE PLENTY CASES IN DIS CITY WHERE WOMEN HAVE FIXED MEN AN' DEY EVEN 
1BIOW UP MAGGOTS .  [New Orleans , L a . , (1572 ) , 2890 : 4 . ] 

65 9 0 .  De buckets , anything yo ' have tuh drink [ from] , whut yo ' drink watah 
or yo ' drink milk off , graj ly [ gradually]  dat snail will grow . S ee ,  yo ' rub it 
ill dose things [bucke t s , etc . ] an ' dat sna il , '  dat poison , will b e  in dat glass  or 
.. t plate or anything , an ' [ o f ]  co ' se ,  yo ' eat where dat ' s been , dat will create 
.a.e mo ' . Any kinda insect s . [Little Rock , Ark . , (887 ) , 1463 : 7 . ] 

6591 . Take de snail an ' put it in de watah an ' dey g o  drinkin ' an ' dose 
..ails will  grow in ' em . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1378 ) , 2448 : 15 . ] 

.uL POWDER 
659 2 .  In case yo ' wanta hurt somebody , somebody done yo ' wrong , 
s ompin lak dat , take a snail an ' let  it dry , an ' b eat ' im  up f ine • 
Yo ' know , j is '  b eat it up in a powdah or anything an '  den put it 

Ia a person ' s f ood , anything lak dat . An ' dat person will git s ick an ' snails 
-'11 grow in ' em .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2558 : 11 . ] 

659 3 .  Den it ' s  anothah s omep in. A fellah will do dat . Yo ' know whut a snail 
� Well , y o ' coul d  take dat an ' put it in dey drinkin ' watah . Sprinkle a lit tle 

SlaiL DISSOLVED WITH SALT - DROP INTO DRINKING WATER 
salt in dere . Yo ' know , 
take de snail an ' sprinkle 
salt on it till it dwindle 

al1 away . Ah don ' care how large he i s  he ' ll dwindle on away tuh nuthin . An ' yo ' 
... do de same thing wi t  a woman person. Let ' em dr ink watah . 

�t will that do t o  a man? ) 
.. t will kill ' im .  Yo ' know , j is '  dry ' em up , j is '  lak dey would g it sick an ' 

Jl-8 dwindle away . 
{lat you have to  dissolve this snail dus t  in salt and then put that j uice into 

� drinking wat er ? ) 
Yessuh . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 6 ) , 1466 : 9 . ] 

II EGG IN FOOD 6594 . Ketch a snail an ' kill ' im  an ' powdah ' im up an ' put 
it  in yore food , or eithah take a snail aig an ' give it to 

�· aa' yo ' won ' t know it . An ' den yo ' ll come tuh have snails in yore s tomach . 
� .akes yo '  sick .  [New Orleans , La . , (1558 ) , 2838 : 5 . ] 
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6595 . Yo ' j is '  take a snail an '  beat it up real fine an ' use dat dust . 
(What will that d o ? ) 
Yo ' know , use de dust , an ' if yo ' kin git a little drop o f  dat blood - well , 

j is '  lak , now i f  yo ' wanta do somepin tuh somebody , yo ' take a drop of  dat blood 

SNAIL BLOOD AND DUST 

SNAIL SHELL 

an ' dat dus t from dat snail where yo ' done parched it , an ' 
put i t  in whiskey an ' give it  tuh ' em.  Well , yo ' b ecome 
tuh have live thing s in yo ' .  
(What blood do you get , snail blood or blood from th� - --..___ 

person ? )  ( 
No , snail blood . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1411) , 253�12 . ] 
659 6 .  Take dat snail . Take his shell an ' put it in likkah 
an ' let it s tay in dere an ' turn intuh a snail . An ' yo ' 

drink it  yo ' git  dem snails in yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (1092) , 1 7 60 : 3 . ] 
6597 . [As a diversion from the usual accounts o f  live things in you , I b egin 

this margin t itle , about live snakes in a person , with a snake s ens itive to time 

SNAKE AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TIME 
and p sychology .  For similar material in Hoodoo , 
s e e  TIME AND HOODOO SPELL , pp . 350-356 ; DOCTOR 
EXPLAINS AFTER HIS DEATH , pp . 344-34 9 ; and els e

where in HoodO o .  Time without the p sychology is  a very important element in 
hoodoo . ]  

Dis  g irl , a man fi�ed ' er ,  an ' he had sompin j is '  about dis b ig aroun ' , long 
lak a snake , an ' it worked all de way roun ' in ' er b ody . An ' she said at  night 
when she ' d know dat dis man wanted tuh see ' er real bad , dat she had tuh go . 
Say dat snake would move roun ' an ' roun ' ' er unt il [ it ]  come all up aroun ' dere 
[where ? ] .  Yo ' know , yo ' could natchly [ naturally ] s ee it  when it wuz movin ' .  

An ' it s tayed in ' er back . Yo ' know , move up in de bot tom o f  ' er back dere , an ' 
she could git res ted . She couldn ' t do nuthin . An ' DE MINUTE SHE WALKED IN DE 
DO ' TUH ' IM ,  SHE SAY IT STOPPED MOVIN ' .  

(He put the snake in her to make her come to him. ) 
An ' d ey try in ' tuh f ind out how he put dat snake in her . Ah dunno [ I do not 

know] . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 2 5 26 : 5 . ] 
659 8 .  [ I  follow the preceding snake s tory with a rare account o f  a woman with 

cancer , who , after hospital treatments and as a las t resor t , visits a spiritualist 
or hoodoo. About as revealing as the material itself , is my pencil  not e  written 

DOCTORS OF MEDICINE CALLED IT TUMOR 
HOODOO DOCTOR SAID SNAKE EGGS GIVEN 7 YEARS AGO 

on the original transcrip tion 
sheets within a year o f  the 
original int erview : 
Misae l l  [miscellaneous material ] 

sevePal  sma l l  things - wi l l take [ahoose ] one out lateP. The present cancer ex
per ience is the only smal l thing I took out . Twenty or thir ty years later I put 
over that old comment of mine 3 large exclamation marks in red ink ! ! ! ) 

Dis lady , she wus a frien ' o f  mine , but ah knew ' er fer a long while .  An ' she 
had firs ' - supposed tuh be a tumor on ' er arm. Had de t umor taken off  an ' she 
went on f er years an ' anothah one came a ' out some place else . She had dat taken 
o f f . An ' f ine ' ly [ final ly ] she had trouble wit ' er s tomic . She wus comin ' from 
work one day an ' she wus comin ' up de s teps an ' a pain s truck ' er an ' dey had tuh 
bring ' er in . She coul dn ' t  walk . Dey brought ' er in an ' put ' er tuh baid an ' 
called de doctor . She wus swollen up from ' er toes al l de way up tuh ' er hips . 
De doctor said she had a tumor an '  made arrangements  fer ' er tuh go tuh de hos
p ital . She went tuh de hospital on Sunday an ' she wus tuh be operat ed on Monday , 
but dey kept af tah ' er so . An '  dey couldn ' t git  ' er in any kinda condition f er 
operat in ' . Dey had ' er dere a month ' fo ' dey operated on ' er .  Af tah dey operat
ed on ' er ,  dey ' d taken a ' out a very p eculiah tumor . She tole me it had knots  on 
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it  like a kno t ty white potato . [Potato in the Southern States usually meant 
sweet potato . ]  An' so aftah dey ' d taken dis tumor a ' out she s tayed in de hos
pital a week , two weeks , an ' den she went tuh ' er son so  she could git ' er 
strength tuh come home . She wus at ' er son ' s ,  she had anothah one come out on 
' er neck - up heah on ' er neck - an ' she wus so dat she couldn ' t  swallah . An ' 
she said she could feel somp in mavin ' . She could feel sompin movin ' in ' er 
throa t .  An '  she would go tuh cleah ' er throat an ' she would feel sompin like a 
claw ,  very painful an ' ' er throat wus very sore . Ah know mahself she couldn ' t  
swallah . I t  would take her all day long . She couldn ' t  git down so much as a 
glass or orange j uice . 

[There is material in Hoodoo showing that live things in a person sometime s  
try t o  l�ave the body through the person ' s mouth ;  this b eing one o f  the causes 
of serious choking spells . ]  

So  a frien ' of  mine to le her about goin ' tuh see somebody dat supposed tuh 
be A SP IRITUALIST OR HOODOO , or whutevah yo ' might call ' em ,  an ' - aw , she wus 
very sick , she couldn ' t eat anythin ' . So dis  girl [ taking care of patient ] she 
went tuh see dis [hoodo o ]  woman . Ah don ' know where de woman is [her street ad
dres s ] . Anyhow , di s woman she tole her tuh come see her , an ' she say she didn ' t 
go out , de woman would have tuh come tuh ' er .  An ' we [ corrected later to gir l ]  
tole her de woman wus too ill - d e  girl t ole her d e  woman wus too ill . So she 
said br ing ' er in a taxi . So ah mahself helped tuh git ' er ready , but ah didn ' t 
go tuh de woman wit ' er .  She went tuh see dis woman , an ' dis woman tole her dat 
it had been seven years ago dat it had b een snake aigs wus powdahed an ' put in 
' er iceb ox in watah , an ' she drank dis watah an ' dese aigs ' cumulated in ' er .  
Yo ' see , an ' yo ' know, dey j is '  had formed in ' er an ' dis  woman said ' er insides 
wus scally like a f ish . An ' s o , at first she tole her she didn ' t know whethah 
she could do her any good or not , but fer ' er tuh come back de nex 1 day [ THE 
MAGIC DELAY SO OFTEN ENCOUNTERED IN HOODOO ] .  An ' IN DE MEANTIME SHE GAVE HER , 
SHE CALLED IT GRAVEYARD DUST ,  IN SOME WATER. [This graveyard dirt was probably 
a b lackish powder known as  black draft or b lack drink ,  two different preparat ions, 
cathartic s , frequent ly mentioned in Hoodoo. ] She vomited up . De girl wus wit 
' er .  Now , ah wusn ' t wit ' er ,  de girl wus wit dis woman . She tole me she vomited 
up abs olutely little yallah eggs . An ' dis woman [ hoodoo ] said she had b een so 
long [ in finding out what was wrong with her ] she wus j is '  bedded wit aigs . See? 
An ' she vomited up dese aigs in a pan . She give her a bucket aftah she g ive her 
dis graveyard dus t .  She vomited up dese  aigs in dis pan . An ' she tole her tuh 
stop by de s tore on de way home an ' git mack ' rel an ' take it right a ' out , salt 
mack ' rel , an ' take it  r ight a ' out  de , yo ' know , a ' out de brine , j is '  as it wus , 
an ' don '  wash it off  or anythin ' .  Don ' care whut i t  had on it , j is '  take evah
thin ' along wit it an ' eat de b elly o f  de mack ' rel . Now dis is  de truth . Now 
ah know dis f er mahself . An ' she et [ ate ] dis  mack ' rel an ' she said dis thin ' 
dat wus up along ' er neck - it  wus a snake in ' er neck , see - an ' SHE SAY DI S 
BELLY OF A MACK ' REL WOULD TURN DIS SNAKE DOWN , SEE . AN '  SHE WOULD GIVE HER 
TRFATMENTS AN '  WORK IT DOWN TUH ' ER STOMACH [ s o  that it could go out through the 
bowels ] .  Well , she did an ' she hadn ' t  et anything fer a long t ime .  She did . 
She et [ a t e ]  dis b e lly of dis mack ' rel an ' dat ' s  de fir s '  thin ' she had swallah
ed fer ovah a month . Yo '  know , she couldn ' t swallah anythin ' hard . An ' den 
aftah dat , nachur ' ly [ naturally ] she got bettah an ' dis woman tole her if she 
would keep on comin ' tuh ' er she could cure her . NOT TUH GO BACK TUH DE HOSPITAL 
' CUZ DE DOCTORS DIDN ' T  KNOW WHAT TO DO FO ' HER . 

(What s or t  o f  treatment did she give her when she went to her house? ) 
She give her dis snake dus t ,  er [ I  mean ] graveyard dus t . Dis  made her vomit 

up do se aig s , yo ' see . An ' ah don ' know whut she did . Ah guess she continue 
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givin ' ' er dat so  much each time she would go dere . But anyhow she got bettah 
an ' she go t so she could go tub dis woman ' erself . Now dis is de truth ' cuz ah 
know dis mahs elf . Ah seen ' er .  Ah know ' er . She wus a fr ien ' of mine . An ' she 
wus gittin ' along fine an ' CO ' SE SHE WEN ' TUH DE HOSPITAL TAKIN ' RADIUM TREAT
MENTS FER A CANCER , yo ' see . An '  it burned ' er neck , yo ' see , an ' o f  co ' se her 
son b ein ' [modern and insisting that she go to the hospital , etc . ] 

[ S omething mus t  have happened her e .  Machine turned o f f . I ask her to re
peat . ] 

Yes , she wus goin '  tub de hospital takin ' radium treatment s  an ' yo ' know dat 
hot thin ' had burned ' er . An ' s ee in de  co ' se of  time it made her neck sore , an ' 
of co ' s e as she wus s ick she wasn ' t able tub work den ,  an ' ' er son he wus ' er 
main suppor t .  H e  s tar ted t ub  go work fer [ agains t ] d i s  woman [ hoodoo ] , an ' den 
she went back , s tar ted goin ' back tub de hospital again . But dey didn ' t do her 
any good in de hosp ital . But dis thing it d id git out of ' er neck . What evah it 
was i t  got o ut of  ' e r neck , an ' she go t s o  dat she c ould eat , ' cuz ah used tuh 
carry ' er food mahs elf , so dat she could ea t . Of co ' se ,  aftah ' er son wouldn ' t 
give ' er money [ to go to the hoodoo ] , I give her money two or three times mah
self tub go tub dis woman . An ' so in de co ' se of t ime - an ' in de meantime dis 
woman tole ' er dat dis woman had got mad wit ' er an '  dey fell out about sompin 
o thahs . D i s  woman wus a roomah intuh ' er house . D is woman put de s tuff in ' er . 
An ' dat had been seven yeahs ago dat stuff had been in ' er .  See , it  wus j is '  
workin ' on ' er graj ly [ gradually ] . Dat wus in ' 35 .  She wus suppo sed tuh die 
in ' 35 . Wel l , she didn ' t  die in ' 35 .  Well she d ied d e  fifth of  [ 5th month ] 
' 36 - 1 9 3 6 . [ I  int erviewed this informant , March , 1 9 38 . ] An ' so ah used tub 
go ahead an ' bath ' er .  Ah don '  know whut it wus , but her had a b ig kno t almos ' 
as b ig as mah fis t , she had it  right undah ' er arm . She had a big knot an ' truly 
yo ' pu t chure han ' on dat , it would move . Yo ' know , yo ' put chure han ' right on 
it dere an ' yo ' could feel it slip . Ah don '  know whut it wus . 

(Where was this woman living when this happened ? )  
Yes , indeed , right heah in Washing ton , D . C .  
(And the root or hoodoo doctor lives right here in Washingt on , too ? )  
Uh-huh , she lived here i n  Washington City . An '  she j i s ' continue tub gi t 

wus e [worse ] an ' wuse an ' got  so bad o f f . She an ' ' er son were livin ' tuhgethah 
an ' yo ' know , she wus ' fraid tuh leave he r home by · ' erself an ' all , she got so  
weak an ' all . Dey ' d taken ' er back tuh de hosp ital ag ' in , right down heah to  de 
[ ? ] Hospital . D ey had taken ' er down to Doctor Reed [Walter Reed ] Hospital . An ' 
she j is '  continued tub grow weakah an ' weakah , an ' den , ah don ' t  know whut it 
wus , but she had somepin o thah an ' she los t mo ' strength . But dat thin '  dat she 
had in ' er arm would achly [ actually ] make her arm j ump , j is '  dis way [ demon
s trate s ] . An ' it did like dat unti l  she di ed . 

(What did t he doc tor s say was wrong with her? ) 
Ah nevah had nerve enough tuh ast de son , but ah heah ' im talk dat ovah af tah 

she died . [Wa shington , D . C . , ( 6 3 7 ) , 8 20 : 1 . ] 
6 5 9 9 . Well , she takes de snake an ' she dries ' im up an ' she takes ' is bones 

outa his tail , which dose de softes ' b ones , an ' she dries dose b ones up . Dey 
make a dus t outa dem an ' put dat intuh a vaseline , or hair oil , or hair greas e 

"TWO-HEADED P EOPLE" 
"OVER DE RIVAH" 

CURE LIVE SNAKE S IN PERSON 

dat he us es , an ' he passes dat ovah ' is head when 
he combs ' is hair . An ' it will penetrat e tub ' is -
through ' is skull intuh ' is brain . An ' he will al
ways have a min ' dat he wants tub drown ' ims elf , or 
he will always have a min '  he want s  tub kill ' imself 

o r  commi t suicide • .  But de way tub keep ' imself from doin ' dat , commit t in ' sui
cide ,  HE WILL HAVE TUH GO TUH ONE OF DOSE PEOPLE OVAH DE RIVAH [ IN ALGIERS ] , SOME 
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OF DOSE TWO-HEADED PEOPLE , AN' DEY WILL TELL ' IM JIS '  WRUT IS 1llCS VIT ' IK  AN' 
DERE IS  NO DANGAH FO ' ' IM, BECUZ DEY KIN GIT IT BACK OUTA ' IS SIDLL BIIO' IT 
PENETRATE S TUH DE BRAIN - BEFO ' IT GOES TUH ' IS BRAIN . 

(How do they d o  that ? )  
Dey shave all de hair off , yo ' see , an' dey use  fresh lard an '  sulpbab an' bot 

towels , an ' dey will draw dat - draw dat right out , an ' h e  will have tub DOt eat 
anythin ' fo ' nine days . He should not have anythin ' on ' is stamic , nuthiD iD ' is  
bowels , nuthin.  G ive ' im two or three big do se o f  salt s , an ' d ey contioue usia' 
dat fresh lard an ' sulphuh on ' is head . An ' in about nine or ten days , be will 
b egin tuh come back tuh ' imself , an ' d en he will realize d en whut dangah be vus 

PUTTING SNAKE IN PERSON CALLED A TRICK 
in . [New Orleans , La . , (809 ) , 1139 : 7 .] 
6600 . Yo ' be ' s  d e  f ir s ' one - an' when 
yo ' git ' im yo ' put yo ' a wire through 

' is haid , don ' chew know , where yo ' kin hang ' im up c leah [ clear - not touching 
anything ] like dat . An ' let ' im  hang dere . 

[The wire  as well as hanging clear or free i s  a magic isolat ion . ] 
(Why do you hang him up that way with the wire d id you say? ) 
Why he become ' live after yo ' do yore tricks.  
Yo ' hang ' im up an ' let ' im die dere . [Here as in s o  many rites i s  the tor

ture before death theme . ] Well , af tah he die der e  yo ' take his hide an ' yo '  
groun ' dat , yo ' know , dry it out thoroughly an ' den yo ' powdah it .  An ' yo '  take 
dat - take dat h id e - it b e ' s  tuh b lind yo ' s ee .  [ Informant b egins to tell me 
this  powder will b lind a person , but changes his mind . ] Well , yo ' take dat haid 
an' cut dat haid o f f  an ' powdah dat haid up an ' git it intuh a person . Dat makes 
live snakes [ in him] . [After informant left int erviewing room ,  I say to  my re
cording machine : This woman spoke so low I don ' t  know whetheP I shal l be able to 
hear heP OP not [ [ at transcrip tion time ] ] .  That oP not shows me unconsciously 
imitating informant ' s  repetition - Pedundanay ! All through Hoodoo informants and 
I frequently requote one another . ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1167 ) ,  1964 : 4 . ] 

6601 . (Tell me the s tory j ust how you heard it . )  
Said dat dis woman had been tuh church an ' she come back an ' she had a woman 

s tayin ' in de same house , undahstan ' , an ' dere wus section [ partition] in b etween 
duh two rooms . Well ,  yo ' see de brick wus on de side in de bac k ,  an ' dis o thah 

TRICKSTER TRICKED 
TWO AFTER-CHURCH CHRI STIANS 

woman she hollered in dere an ' ast dis othah lady 
did she got some coffee made . 
She said , "Yes , ah got some j is '  ' bout ready . "  
An ' dis othah woman tole her , all right '· said she ' d  

be in der e to git a cupa co f fee . 
So she ' d  taken a cup fo ' hers elf an ' f ixed a cupa coffee down dere fo ' - she 

reach up de chimley an ' got de snake haid an ' b eat it up an ' put s ome in de bot
tom de cup fo ' dis othah lady , an ' put de  sugah on topa i t . An ' dis o thah woman , 
she sett in ' in dere lookin ' , peekin ' through de crack at ' er .  An ' she didn ' t 
put nuthin in dis cup ovah dere but sugah . Dat was fo ' her self , see . 

An '  so she po ' d  up d e  co ffee an ' called dis womah tuh come on an ' git ' er 
coffe e .  I t  wus ready . 

So dis  othah woman she j is '  come in dere an ' lif ' dis  cup from heah - whilst 
dis o thah woman turn aroun ' - an ' she j is '  changed it right quick . Took dis cupa 
coffee an ' sot [ sa t ] dat one ovah dere . An ' so  did othah woman [ intended victim] 
drinked dat cup o f  coffee ; an ' d is othah woman ,  she whut fixed it , she drinked 
dat whut she had f o '  de woman . De  woman j is ' switched de  cups don ' t  chew know. 

So she say , "Ah ' m a dead woman r ight now . " 
She ast ' er why she ' s  a dead woman . 
An' [ she ] say , she went on tub t ell ' er ,  j is '  tell ' er she know she goin ' die . 
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An ' so dat thin ' j is '  created young snakes in ' er .  An ' she died at de [ some
thing ]  place an ' DEY SAY DE BUZZARDS WENT DERE AT ' ER ' FO '  SHE D IED , SHE WUS 
STINKIN ' SO BAD . AN '  ATTAR [AFTER] SHE DIED , DE LI ' LE SNAKE S ALL CRAWLED OUT 
' ER NOSE AN '  OUT ' ER MOUTH . 

(You said s omething ab out how she go t that snake , how she got that . )  
[ I ]  s aid she took - cut de snake head off right at  Holt P lace an ' hung i t  up 

de chimley an ' let it dry , an ' beat it up intuh a p owdah . Dat ' s  whut dey say . 
Ah didn ' t see it . 

(This switching of  drinks is surely a folktale theme lo cal i z ed ; not by inform-
ant ,  but b y  a predecesso r . ] 

(This happened up in Georgia ? Holt , Georgia? ) 
At de Holt  Place.  
(Near what town? ) 
Near Perry , Georgia.  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (10 7 7 ) ,  1745 : 4 . ] 
6 6 0 2 �  Well , all right , ah ' ve had de pleasure tuh mee tin ' a woman travelin ' 

through de count ry , an ' five or s ix dif f ' ren '  people o f  mah profession tole [ her )  

DOCTOR S IMS HAS CURE FOR SNAKES IN HUMAN BODY 
dat dere wus snakes put 
intuh ' er .  Now , dey 
wus wondahin ' how did BURN HAIR FROM TOP OF VICTIM' S HEAD - WEAR IN LEFT SHOE 

dis woman . Ah claim dat yo ' kin take snake 
Yo ' kin s prinkle dis  dus t over some o f  dere 
snakes will grow intuh ' em . 

dese snakes git intuh 
dus t an ' put snakes intuh a person . 
food an ' i f  dey eat , dey c laim dat 

Ah ' ve had de pleasure o f  gi ttin ' one from a woman . Ah ' ve taken de hair from 
de top of  ' er head an ' burn dis an ' le t ' er weah dis  dus ' in ' er lef ' shoe , an ' 
it  made dese snakes disappeah . (Washington , D . C . , ( 6 3 9 ) , 8 2 9 : 10 . ] 

6603 . Peop le had got hurted. Peop le have , yo '  know ,  whut chew call pois oned 
peoples . Dere wus a lady stayed [with us ] . An ' dose peoples comes dere tuh ' er .  

An' yo ' know p eople kin fix yo ' , yo ' know, kin put 
YO ' COULD SEE DE SNAKES snakes in yo ' .  She came dere to de doator an '  yo ' 

could see where dey had fixed - in a couple of  places 
yo ' could s ee de snakes . [ S t . Petersburg , F la . , (1010 ) , 1635 : 1 . ] 

6604 . Ah had a cous in once . He wus co ' t in [ courting a girl an ' he nevah did 
ma ' y  [marry ] her . An '  ' er mothah fixed ' im up an '  a live snake come outa his 

LIVE SNAKE FROM VICTIM' S LEG 
laig . But how she done it he nevah did know . 
[ Florence , s .  Car . , (128 3 ) , 2181 : 3 . ] 
6605 . Go down tuh dat Crackerj ack Drug S tore an ' 

git some , some of  dis rat tlesnake dus t .  Git s ome of  dat rattlesnake ' s  dust an ' 

DUST FROM SNAKE BOUGHT AT DRUG S TORE 
put in dere food . No , dey ain ' t put it  
in  dere food , dey j is ' put a little pinch 
o f  it  intuh i t . An ' ah ' ll guarantee dey 

have nuthin but snakes in ' em. [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1112 : 1 . ] 
6606 . Snakes , any kinda snakes , any kinda insex [ insects ] ,  i f  dere somebody 

yo ' wanta put snakes an ' scorpions in an '  kill ' em.  Yo ' kin take de snake an ' 

KILL SNAKE - NAME IT VICTIM - TURN SNAKE OVER 
NAME VICTIM AND TURN OVER SNAKE DAILY 9 DAYS 
ON 9TH DAY PARCH SNAKE - GIVE POWDER TO VICTIM 

HE WILL HAVE SNAKES WITHIN ANOTHER 9 DAYS 
THIS POWDER AIN ' T GON 'A "HURT" NOBODY BUT DEM 

kill it , any kinda snake yo ' 
wanta b e  in a person . Yo ' kill 
dis snake an ' aftah yo ' kill dis 
snake yo ' name de pers on whosom
evah yo ' wanta kill .  Yo ' would 
name ' em . An '  fo ' nine days 
yo ' d  go dere an ' turn ' im ovah . 

He ' d  be dead . Yo ' turn ' im ovah callin ' de pers on ' s  name fo ' nine days . An ' 
de ninth day yo ' go dPre an ' take da t thin ' an ' parch ' im  up , yo ' know ,  an ' j is '  
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make - a  dus t outa it . An ' if  yo ' wanta put it in whiskey or ��· . or put it 
in some tea or anythin ' lak dat , yo ' put de dus t in yo ' know vbut cbev .ake froa 
dat dead snake , or s corpion or spidah or anythin ' ,  an '  den yo' give it to dea. 
It won ' t hur t nobody but dem dat chew called dere name . An '  den Vben de niDth 
day ' s up dey ' ll take sick , an' den yo ' know , dem dere snakes an' scorpioas � 
be livin ' in dem people , whut yo ' give dat dust to - in nine days t t.e .  [Ray
cross , Ga . ,  (109 3 ) , 176 2 : 10 . ] 

6607 . Yo ' run ' im.  
(Either the frog or the snake . ) 
Unt il he gits real hot . Yo ' git chew 

chew know . Yo ' grab ' is haid while he ' s  
a forked s t ick l ike dat ['demonstrates] 
hot . Yo ' cut dat haid o f f , yo ' see . 

SNAKE MUST BE HOT OR ANGRY BEFORE KILLED - GRAB HIS HEAD 
WITH FORKED STICK - CUT OFF HEAD - DRY IN CHIMNEY - PARCH 

Yo ' take it an' carry 
it tuh yore home , an '  
put intuh a chimley 
tuh dry tull i t  git 

so  yo ' kin j is '  do it  dataway [demons trates ] de dus t of  i t . An '  if  yo ' don ' like 
a person , like ah don ' like yo ' an ' pertend [ pretend ] like ah l ike yuh , yo ' 
sprinkle i t  intuh dere food . An ' dey tell me dat will certainly - bring live 
things intuh de s tomic . [Mob ile , Ala . , (69 7 ) , 94 7 : 6 . ] 

6 608 . Well , ah heard tell o f  ' em usin ' snakes fo ' killin ' peoples . Well , 
ah ' ve heard tell of  ' em t akin ' snakes - take de snake haid , cut de  s nake haid o f f  

MAKE SNAKE ANGRY - CUT OFF HEAD 
BANG IN CHIMNEY - DRY 9 DAYS 

whilst  he ' s  live . Make him angry an ' cut ' is 
haid off  short . Take dat snake haid - cut ' is 
haid o f f  whilst he ' s  real shor t ,  yo ' know , 
whilst  he ' s  live . Don ' t cut i t  off  af tah ' e ' s  

daid . Cut i t  off  whilst  ' e ' s life [ alive ] . Den yo ' take dat snake haid an ' yo ' 
dry it . Hang it up yore chimley dey say an ' dry i t  fo ' nine days . Den yo ' kin 
take dat snake powdahs whut chew g i t  from dat snake haid , an ' it supposed tuh 
kill yo ' daid . I f  dey kin git it  intuh coffee , food , anythin ' - dat snake powda� 
It ' ll be so dry t ill yo ' kin j is '  pound it up yo ' know. An ' den yo ' take dat 
powdah , an ' yo ' kin sprinkle it in anythin ' an ' dat ' ll kill a person . [Waycros s , 
Ga . , (1116 ) , 1793 : 4 . ] 

6609 . Yo ' take a snake an ' when he git angry kill ' im .  An '  dey take dat 
snake an ' hang ' im up an ' let dat blood drip . An ' when de blood drip , take dat 

BLOOD FROM SNAKE MADE ANGRY B EFORE KILLING 
blood in a bottle an ' , lak i f  any
body dat yo ' don ' lak , a person yo ' 
don ' lak , yo ' put dat b lood intuh 

dere whiskey. An '  dat poison a p erson .  
[�son , N .  Car . , (1495 ) ,  2664 : 22 . ] 

Say dat put live snakes in some per sons . 

6610 . (What do they do wi th that snake blood now? ) 
Dey take de snake an ' kill de snake while de blood is  warm , yo ' know , befo ' 

� snake git cold , yo ' see . An '  take de blood an ' put in milk or cof fee , but 
if dey put it in coffee it won ' show up as bad , 

SlAKE BLOOD MUST STILL BE WARM dey say . An ' yo ' drink it , an ' dat ' ll have 
snakes in yo ' .  De little snakes will crawl all 

through . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (716) , 987 : 5 . ] 
6611 .  Now , dey tell me tuh take a snake , cut de snake ' s  head o ff , let ' im 

�p , an ' while his blood is  drippin ' ketch de blood in somepin as it  drip s .  

CUT SNAKE ' S HEAD OFF - LET HIM DRIP 
AS IIANY" DROPS OF BLOOD - SO MANY SNAKES IN ENEMY 

J is ' as many drops o f  dat 
blood yo ' ketch , j is '  as I -
i f  I is a enemy , j is '  how 
many snakes yo ' desire tuh 

te in me ,  an' I lie - yo ' let dat blood drip - drop - fall intuh some vessel . 
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Whut kinda whiskey I drink ; why yo ' po ' dat whiskey drink on dis  b lood , an ' 
shake i t  in dere wi t dis whiskey . Shake it tuhgethah an ' give me dis whi skey 
tuh drink . Very soon I ' ll come tub be fulla snakes . 

(You ' ll have li t t le snakes in you from those drops of bloo d ? )  
Yes , dat ' s right . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 7 6) , 1068 : 2 . ] 
6 6 1 2 . Ah heard ' em say yo ' kin take an ' ketch a b lacksnake an ' cut ' i s  head , 

yo ' know , an ' hang ' em up by de tail an ' let dat b lood drip in somepin.  Put it  

BLACKSNAKE ' S  H EAD  CUT - HANG BY TAIL - CATCH BLOOD 
PUT IN PERSON ' S FOOD - KILL S INSTANTLY 

in a bottle an ' l ak if  yore 
frien ' s come roun ' , anybody 
come , yore frien ' s  or prob ' 
ly yore enemie s  too , an ' i f  

yo ' don ' lak ' em,  an ' lak if yo '  have a 
yo ' put a li ' le bit  dat on dere cup an ' 

(What ? )  

li ' le coffee at dinnah or somepin lak dat , 
dat will kill ' em instan ' ly .  

D e  snake wil l  kill ' em . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414 ) , 2545 : 15 . ] 
6613 . Git a snake an ' put a snake in yo ' . Dey kin go ketch a snake an ' kill 

it , cut ' is head o ff an ' hang ' im on de limb [ of a tree] by de  tail . Tie a 
s tring aroun ' ' is tail an ' hang ' im up an ' put a t in cup or t in p late undah ' im 

SNAKE ' S  HEAD CUT OFF - HANG BY TAIL - CATCH BLOOD 
SPRINKLE IN SHOES - SNAKE CRAWLS UPWARD BENEATH SKIN 
CHOKING TO DEATH IN PERSON I S  CAUSED BY SNAKE 
TRYING TO  LEAVE HUMAN BODY THROUGH PERSON ' S MOUTH 

an ' ket ch ' is blood . Let 
' im bleed in dat tin plate 
or tin cup , whutevah it is. 
Now dey take da t  blood an ' 
dey kin put dat b lo od intuh 
yore food or somep in tuh 

drink ; or dey kin let dat b lood dry until it come s j is '  tuh a hard powdah . Dey 
kin sprinkle i t  in yore shoes . An '  de persp irat ion from yore feet will  such up 
de s trength o f  dat b lood an ' cuz yore b ody tuh attract dat , an ' it will go all 
through de body an ' kill d e body . An '  it  will be crawlin ' j is '  undah de skin , 
all about , mo s t ly f rom de point where dey entered . Depends upon how long it  is 
when it gits in de a tomic an ' come on up . An ' he ' ll choke yo ' t ryin '  tuh come 
on up . [ Washington , D . C . , (6 2la) , 7 9 7 : 1 . ] 

6614 . I f  you walk upon [mee t ]  a snake or 
hang him up by his head with a string around 

lizard , catch him , don ' t kill him , 
hi s  neck . Cut o ff the t op [ tip ] 

SNAKE ' S TAIL CUT OFF - HANG BY HEAD - CATCH BLOOD 
POWDER BODY - MIX WITH BLOOD - BURY IN VICTIM' S PATH 

SAYING : LORD, JESUS CHRIST.J HIS NAMESAKE 
FILL HOLE - 3 STEPS BACKWARD - FINISH INCANTATION 

of his tail , and put a 
bowl r ight under his tail 
and catch his b lood , dry 
it . You have to catch all 
of this blood until he is 
dead . Then you take him 

and lay him up on a dry place and dry him . His bones and his flesh , after it 
gets dry , you powder it up . You take this and this blood and mix it , and they 
put i t  down for you . They ' ll dig a hole in front o f  your door and put this in 
that hole and call the Lord ' s Name : Lord , Jesus Christ , His Namesake . You fill 
it up , take three s tep s backward , and say : !£!, I ' ve got you ; that will hold you , 
that will take you away to an unknown world . When he comes  along and s t ep s  over 
that , he ' s  gone . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

SNAKE BLOOD INTO FOOD IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
CURED WITH SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 

TAKEN 9 MORNINGS IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

6615 . Well , yo ' kin take de blood 
outa s corpion , eithah snake , eithah 
one , an ' put it intuh a pers on ' s food 
In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an ' 
de Ho ly Ghost , an ' dey ' ll become tub 

have snakes in ' em ,  or scorpions in ' em .  Den if yo ' wan ' dose outa dere , yo ' git 
chew some salt , red peppah , sulphuh. Comb ine ' em tuhgethah an ' let  ' em take it 
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fo ' nine mawnin ' s  In de Name o f  de Fathah, de Son an '  Ho ly (Jhos t .  An ' dat  soon 
will git ' em out . 

(Ge t  those live things out ? )  
Yes sir . [Florence , N .  Car . , (1314) , 2240 : 1 . ] 
6616 . I know of a man who used to  kill snakes and b leed them .  He cut them 

under the throat and let them bleed in a can and he would take that b lood and 

1 DROP OF SNAKE-THROAT BLOOD INTO FOOD 
get one drop in anyone ' s  food and that 
would kill them . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , 
( 6 7 ) , happened years before 1936 (date 

of collecting ) near Woodford , Caroline Co . , Va . )  
6617 . Ket ch a small snake ' live an ' put ' im in s ome whiskey - cut ' im an ' let 

de b lood , a couple-a drops of blood drop intuh dat whiskey , an ' give it tuh a 

SEVERAL DROPS OF LIVE-SNAKE BLOOD 
INTO WHI SKEY 

person dat chew wanta have ' em .  An ' dere 
will grow in ' em live snakes , in de person .  
(How d o  they get those snake s out ? )  

Co ' se dey would have tuh be 
(1364) ' 2406 : 7 . ] 

Well , now , how dey would git de snakes out . 
got out by some o thah person . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

66 18 . Ket ch a b lacksnake an ' j is '  hang ' im up , cut ' is haid off an ' let nine 
drops o f  b lo od drop in a cup . S ee , an ' yo ' put dat in whiskey an ' give it tuh 
most anybody dat yo ' think have harmed yo ' . Well , dat poison , yo ' see .  Dat ' s 

poison den . 
9 DROPS OF BLOOD DRIPPING FROM HEADLE SS BLACKSNAKE (What will that do to them? ) 

I t  would create snakes in 
dem. An ' 
2664 : 6 . ] 

af tah a long while dat would kill ' em .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 9 3 ) , 

6619 . Yo ' kin take a - take a rat tlesnake - yo ' kin take anythin ' dat wandahs 
in de woods snakelike - yo ' take ' im an ' yo ' cut ' is haid o f f . Well , yo ' put dat 

BONES OF RATTLESNAKE POWDERED 
SNAKE IN YOU BY MORNING 

snake up an ' let ' im be dried by de s un .  Yo ' 
take dem snake bones an ' beat ' em up tuh a powdah , 
an ' yo ' put j is '  a lit tle bit o f  dat whiskey -
alcohol , anythin ' - an ' yo ' kin set dat bottle up , 

i f  yo ' wan ' a do i t .  Yo ' set it  up dere an ' if yo ' don ' happen tuh give it tuh 
' em dat day , or dat night , den mawnin ' when yo ' git up de snakes will be in it 
[bo ttle ] - little snakes . [ Snakes in the bot tle next morning proves that snakes 

would have been in a victim ,  had you given the snake blood to him the day or 
night  before . ] [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (5 9 2 ) , 764 : 1 . ] 

6 6 20 . Yo ' gi t a snake bone an ' take de shoes - yo ' git de snake bone an ' yo ' 
take a person ' s shoe an ' take dat li ' le leathah piece outa it  whut ' s  in dere . 
An ' yo ' take dat li ' le bone an ' dry i t  up - yo ' know , kinda make li ' le powdah o f  

SNAKE-BONE POWDER - UNDER INSOLE - BECOMES SNAKES IN 9 DAYS 
CURE WITH : SULPHUR - GREEN PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - MILK OF 
MAGNESIA - 9 DROPS TURPENTINJ' - OR COPRAS [ ? ]  IN CLOTHES 

it . An ' yo ' take 
de o thah part , de 
tip-end of it , dat 
sharp part , an ' put 
it down intuh de 

shoe an ' place dat li ' le cloth back ovah it . Yo ' take dat powdahs an ' sprinkle 
dat all roun ' in dere . I f  it ' s  yore shoe , i f  ah wanta kill yo ' or put sompin in 
yo ' , put snakes in yo ' where dey won ' come out . Well , yo ' see when yo ' put dat 
shoe on , yo ' goin ' pres s yore weight ag ' ins t it ; an ' when yo ' does , see , it pops 
up intuh yo ' , intuh yore heel . Well , yo ' see , dat poison j is '  goes right s traight 
on up in yo ' .  An '  aftah dat poison git up intuh yo ' ,  in about de ninth day it 
begin tuh make li ' le snakes in yo ' .  I t  begin tuh make li ' le snakes in yo ' .  

Well , if  yo ' wanta git dose snakes outa yo ' , yo ' git chew some sulphuh an ' 
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green p eppah , black peppah an ' mix it all tuhgethah . An ' den yo ' git chew dis 
milk of  magne sia an ' den yo ' put dat in wit it an '  mix it  t uhgethah , an ' j is '  
nine drops o f  sp irits of  turpentine . Yo ' mix it  all up tuhge thah an '  yo ' take 
dat fo ' about eight days an ' it will kill dose snakes .  

An '  yo ' go tuh de woods an ' dere ' s  one li ' le spri g o f  s tuf f dat dey call dat 
copras it bears one o f  de s t raight leaves an ' de l i ' le j ' ints [ j o ints ] . Dey go t 
about four l i ' le white j ' ints run up tuhge thah . [Does informant mean copperas , 
and does he think it is  a plant ? ]  Yo ' take dat an '  weah dat intuh yore clothes , 
an ' dey say dat will really , surely run de snakes outa yo ' .  Put it all tuhge thah 
an ' it  will run dose snakes out o f  yo ' .  

(You j us t  wear this roo t though , you don ' t take either of  those things - j ust  
wear it? ) 

Yes . 
(And that snakebone , can you get  that any place about the snake? )  
Yes , yo ' kin git it from de snake , j is '  any part o f  ' is body , j is '  so it has 

dat li ' le sharp end kind lak a p in .  [ Fayet tevi l le , N .  Car . , (1447 ) ,  26 24 : 8 . ] 
6621 . Yo '  kin take a snake , mos '  any kinda snake - ain ' t go t ' a  

EGGS OF SNAKE be  no special snake , mos '  any kind . An ' if yo '  kin git ' is aig 
an ' break it  intuh a cup of  cof fee or anythin ' dat chew drink ,  

an ' whos omevah dr ink it ; well , when dey drink i t  it ' ll come tuh b e  snakes in 
dere laigs . Dat ' s  de way dat do . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1136) , 1850 : 6 . ] 

6 6 22 . Ah nevah tried i t  but dey tell me yo ' kin take a snake aig . When yo ' 
find a snake aig , break it  intuh likkah or somepin . Whutevah a man drinks or a 
woman drinks , an ' put dat aig in dat likkah . An ' if he evah drinks dat likkah 
dat will cuz a live snake tuh come in ' is b ody . But �hethah i t ' s  true or not , 
ah don ' t  know. 

[After I turned o f f  reco rding machine , informant added li zard . ] 
(They do the same thing with a lizard egg? ) 
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1120a) , 1801 : 5 . ]  
6 6 23 .  How tuh put things in a p ers on . Say yo ' wanta put a snake intuh a per

son or dese ole red-haid scorpions . Gits dose  things . An '  kill ' em an ' gi t dere 
haids off an ' den hang ' em.  Put ' em on a s tring an ' put ' em 

SNAKE-HEAD POWDER s omewhere unt il dey j is '  gi t perfectly dry . An ' den take ' em 
down an ' put ' em intuh somepin where dat dust can ' t git up 

yore nos trils . Put ' em in somepin an ' beat ' em up , an ' den take dat dus t  an ' put 
it intuh some wa tah or a pers on ' s food . An ' let ' em eat or drink ' em an ' dat ' ll 
create live things in ' em .  [Little Rock , Ark . , (903) , 1475 : 14 . ] 

6 6 24 . Ah kin take a snake - yo ' kin take a snake an ' par ch ' i s haid up , an ' 

beat ' im up an' give it tuh a person . Dat snake ' ll create back in a person . 
Take a li zard an ' do de same thing . Yo ' take a worm , a [wood ] sawyah , powdah 

' im up an ' git ' im in a person , he ' ll create . Yo ' take a roach , he ' ll create 
back in yuh . [ Vicksbur g ,  Miss . ,  ( 7 2 5 ) , 99 7 : 4 . ] 

6625 . Well , yo ' kin use a rattlesnake haid . Yo ' kin use a rat tlesnake haid , 
if yo ' git someone tuh kill a rat tlesnake an ' take de haid o f  it , an ' put ' im in 

d e  s tove an '  let ' im j is '  s tay in dere  undah a 
HEAD OF RATTLESNAKE FOR POWDER hot f iah , an ' let it parch up fine . An ' yo ' kin 

take dat an ' put it in anybody ' s  [water ] bucket -
j is '  de dus ' from it , yo ' know . Af tah yo ' take an ' beat i t  up , pound it up good , 
git de dust o f  it an ' sprinkle i t  in anybody ' s watah bucket . Ary [ or ]  a li ' le 
p inch of  it  in dey food . An ' i t ' ll kill ' em. [ Savannah , Ga . , (1256) , 2130 : 4 . ] 

6 6 26 . Take a rattlesnake haid an '  put it down by d e  f iah j is t-lak an ' let it 
bake brown .  An ' said dat when hit bake brown , say yo ' take an ' beat dat up an ' 
give tuh a pers on . Put it in co f fee . Make j is ' -lak yo ' makin '  coffee an ' put in 
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dere . An '  when it boil , say yo ' take an ' po ' it out  an ' give it tuh ' em ,  an ' le t 
' em drink i t .  An ' say dat would poison ' em. Dey j is '  - say dey die all a t  onc e .  
I t  would kill ' em finely [ finally ] . [A  no te o f  mine asks aould this b e  a faat ?  
Could the poison in a ratt lesnake ' s  head actually poison after the heating , etc? ] 
[Waycros s , Ga . , (1114) , 1 7 87 : 3 . ] 

6 627 . A fellah kin take a rattlesnake , if he ' s  a rootman an ' he has a rattle
snake . Fo ' or five or ' em round dere [rootman ' s  home ] .  Parch it daid . An ' he 

take dat rattlesnake an '  grind up dat 
RATTLESNAKE-HEAD POWDER MADE BY HOOTMAN head j is ' lak a powdah . He ' s  [ snake 

is ] daid yo ' know. [He]  got ' em roun ' 
dere [ his  house ] .  He take dat rattlesnake an ' put it in anythin ' tuh eat or 
drink , an ' it will kill yo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1338) , 2 31 2 : 4 . ] 

6 6 28 . Take a snake an ' cut ' is haid o f f , which is poisonous , yo '  know , an ' 
let dat haid dry up completely . An '  den take it an ' pound it up an ' give it tuh 

dat individual tuh eat . Or de snake gut 
SNAKE-HEAD POWDER FROM POI SONOUS SNAKE or anythin ' like dat , an '  give it tuh 

dat individual in dere food tuh eat . I t  
don ' hardly kill ' em ,  b u t  it  will cuz li ' le insex [ insec t s ] tub grow i n  ' em . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (983) , 1591 : 6 . ] 

6629 . Ke tch a frog an ' take a snake wit ' im an ' yo ' hang ' em up tuh de chim
ley . Let ' em s tay unt il dey are , yo ' know , dey ar e dry . Let ' em dry - snake , 

frogs an ' lizards . Dat ' s  what dey all puts in 
SNAKE POWDER FROM WHOLE SNAKE yo ' dey tell me . Take ' em an ' tie ' em  up an ' put 

' em up in de chimley where dat smoke will dry ' em .  
An ' den dey git tuh work an ' powdah ' em up  - j is '  powdah ' em up s o ft an '  fine . 
An ' yo ' takes dat - dey t ell me dey take dat an ' put i t  intuh whiskey or  anythin ' 
an '  give tuh yo ' tuh drink o f f  it . An '  yo ' ll drink it an '  dey ' ll become live in 
yo ' .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 7 68 : 2 . ] 

6630 . I f  dey want tuh kill anyb ody , so  ah learnt - dat ' s  how mah fathah wuz 
killed . Now , dey kin git a snake of  any kin ' yo ' want . Ketch ' im ,  yo ' know , 
' live . An ' say yo ' take him an '  put ' im in de stove an ' bake him brown - yo ' 
know , till he ' s crisp up . An ' dey say yo ' kin take a l i ' le bit  of dat dus t , an ' 
dust i t  in watah , milk or co f fee - anythin ' yo ' wanta dust i t  in . An ' dey tell 
me it will kil l a per son . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1326 ) , 227 0 : 3 . ] 

6 6 31 . Ah ' ve heard about de way p eople , yo ' know, make live things git in yo ' , 
yo ' know . Dey tell me dat ef ah kill a serpent , a snake yo ' see , an '  lay him out , 
yo ' see , an ' let  ' im dry real dry , yo ' see . An ' den yo ' go git ' im ,  yo ' know , an ' 
grind ' im up yo ' see . An ' it be j is '  kinda lak a powdah , yo ' see . An ' dey tel l  
me dat yo ' could put it i n  whiskey . An ' de  person will drink it yo ' see , an ' 
dat ' ll make l ive snakes come in ' im .  [Waycros s , Ga . , (106 9 ) , 1 7 30 : 6 . ] 

6 6 3 2 . Ah ' ve heard talk dat chew kin take like a snake or somepin othah like 
dat . Somebody d at ' s  not ' fraid of  a snake . Well , we say - wouldn ' t  say it wus 
' is blood , but say dat ' it would be like he ' s  [his ] flesh , yo ' undahstan ' , j es '  
a li ' le some o f  ' im .  J is ' like he ' s  killed an ' yo ' git a chance tuh put dat in 
' im  [ enemy ] . S ew  dat up an ' bake dat in a stove an ' den powdah it . ·Aftah yo '  
bake it  in d e  s tove , powdah i t  up fine. An ' den yo ' kin put i t  i n  some whiskey 
or watah or wine . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1135 ) , 1846 : 9 . ] 

6 6 3 3 . Dey say yo ' take a snake an ' kill ' im . Ah think yo ' kill ' im ,  but any
how yo ' dry him up an ' make a powder outa dis snake . Well , now, if yore fond o f  
drinkin' whiskey o r  co ffee o r  anything , dat ah could git dis i n  fo ' yo ' tuh 
drink , why dat will bring live things in yo ' . Eitbah dey will use a scorpion or  
eithah a snake , an '  dat  will make dem things come in yo ' ' live . [ Fayettevill e ,  
R .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2516 : 10 . ] 
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6634 . Yo ' kills a snake an ' yo ' le t ' em dry . Aftah yo ' ,  yo ' know , let ' im 
dry , den yo ' parch ' im an ' take dat dust . Yo ' bea t  it up an ' put it  in a rag 
an ' shake it ovah a person ' s sompin tuh eat , or dey food if yo ' kin git a plate 
dress ed. Dat whut we call  d.Pessin ' a p late . An' when dey eat , in time - an ' 
[ at ] t imes he begin gittin ' sick , an ' it will create live snakes in ' em  an'  dey 
grow tuh maturity till it kill  ' em .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1343 ) , 2327 : 5 . ]  

6 6 35 . Take a snake and kill him and dry him and powder him up . Put i t  in 
something you eat or drink .  They claim that snake will come alive again .  [ Fred
ricksburg ,  Va . , (4 5) , by Ediphone . ]  

6636 . I ' ve heard you go to the woods , kill a snake , dry this snake up , b eat 
it up into a powder , and give it to a person in his eat s ,  and in two months time 
a snake will form in their s t omach . [Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (64) , by Ediphone . ] 

6637 . Ah heard ' em tell dey could git a snake , a poisonous snake , an ' take 
kill ' im, s ee an '  dry him .  Dry him out an '  dat would make a dus t , yo ' undah

stan' . An' take dat dus t an ' put it  
POWDER FROM POI SONOUS SNAKE - IN SHOES in dere shoes , an ' it  would kill ' em . 

Ah don ' t know how true i t  i s , only whut 
ah heard . Jis ' put in ' is sho e s .  [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1398) , 2517 : 10 . ] 

6638 . [ Before we b egin margin title RATTLESNAKE POWDER , we must realize that 
snake oiZ was frequently used as a medication ; see especially my introduc tory 
comment , to interview : " IT ' S  KIND OF A MYSTERY , "  p . l930 . S ince I have in Hoodoo 

almo s t  no material about the preparation of snake oi t ,  I am 
RATTLESNAKE OIL inclined to believe that the old tradition o f  snake oi l was 

largely continued by local hoodoo drug s tores , The following 
prescrip tion for  Pattlesnake oi Z is comp lete  excep t for a final page which may 
turn up later . The essent ial ingredient s are here : ]  

Now , if  yo ' got ' a  wife an' y o '  wife leave yo ' ,  an ' yo ' can ' t git chew wife 
back ; an ' yo ' wife leave as much as hat or a dress or a cloak in de house , yo ' 
git  dat cloak in dat hat . All right , yo ' take dat hat an ' yo ' put j is '  about a 
teaspoonfula sulphuh in vinegah , yo ' unnahstan ' , an ' den yo ' takes whut dey call 
s ome Patt lesnake oi l an ' sprinkle it  in de hat .  

(How do you get that Patt Zesnake oi Z ?  How do you get that? )  
Dey make dat . Ah ' m  gona tell yo ' how tub make it directly [ in a moment ] .  
An ' when [after ] , yo '  put dat in de hat ,  an ' den yo ' put de hat back up , yo ' 

see , an ' she comin ' back in maybe tuh git somep in or put on de hat , an ' she can ' t 
go out dere . All righ t .  

Now g ive me a piece o f  papah an ' ah ' ll give yo ' a prescrip tion how tuh make 
de oil . 

[ I  handed a piece o f  paper to informant and he wrote out the pres crip tion . 
This sheet is miss ing at t he moment ,  though I had it a f ew days ago . Fortunately 
the ingredient s are writt en on the present transcription sheet in my handwriting : 
" 10¢ oil of  mint , 10¢ witch hazel" [ [ for s ome reason a fairly rare sub stance in 
hoodoo ] ] ,  and "10¢ for 1 pound of sassafras . " ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 512) , 
581 : 2 . ] [ For DoatoP Giles and Patt lesnake oi Z ,  see No . 7 212 , p . 3 2 08 . ] 

6639 . Now, lak people has dese l i ' le ole [worms ] an ' thin ' s ,  yo ' know , b e ' s 
workin ' roun' in dere skin . Well , dey kin take a rat tlesnake an ' kill ' im an '  

l et ' im dry up , an ' take some o f  dat dust  an ' s tuff an ' put 
RATTLESNAKE POWDER it in a bottle [ o f  whiskey? ] .  An ' let it s tay fa ' a while 

t ill it ' solve [ dissolve ] good an ' let ' em drink dat . An ' 
see , dat ' s  whut cuz dese snakes an ' thin ' s tub work all undah people ' s  skin . 
Dat ' s  de way dey git  it in ' em . 

(How do you get them out ? ) 
Well , ah dunno [how] dey git ' em out . [Little Rock , Ark . , (902) , 1474 : 11 . ] 
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6640 . Dey ' d dry it [a rat tlesnake ] an ' grin ' de dust  up - make a dust o f  it . 
An ' dat ' s why de oldah people didn ' t wan ' choo tuh open let tahs an '  thiugs , becuz 
if  it  git in yo ' eyes or yo ' inhale it , i t ' d  be vury inj ur ' us .  Ah think dey say 
it ' s  de rat t les [ dus t comes from the rat tles ] .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (158 , from 
near Columb ia ,  S .  Car . ) ,  6 5 : 4+85 . ]  

6 6 4 1 .  An ' dey could go ahead cros s den an '  could take a snake , ole rattle
snake , an ' dey could pound dat rat tlesnake up . Jis ' poun ' dat snake an ' pound 
' im up an ' put i t  in bread fo ' yo ' or anythin ' dat go down in yo ' - yo ' eat . 
Well , l ive thin ' s ' ill  come right in yo ' - snakes .  Dey comes alive . 

(Well ,  i s  there any way to get those  out o f  you , that you know? ) 
Well yo ' go to  de hoodoo an ' git dis  Poot medicine an ' sompin dey c all rattle

snake mars t ah , rattlesnake mars ter an ' - oh , it ' s  anothah roo t . [ St .  Petersburg , 
Fla . , ( 1022) , 1653 : 10 . } 

6642 . Dey say , j is lak dey use a rattlesnake , dey use a scorpion , j is '  git 
de hide an ' put i t  up [ to dry ] . An ' yo ' know , j is '  lak a han ' ke ' chuff , sompin 

RATTLESNAKE POWDER AND HANDKERCHIEF TRICK 
lak dat ,  lay on i t  an ' de dus t . Yo ' 
see when dey dry it , it has dus t .  An ' 
say j is '  lak ah walk up tuh yo ' an' 

hit chew in de face wit dis , cross yor e  nose , an ' dat dus t would go inside o f  yo' . 
An ' d ey say dat would cuz scorpions or eithah rattlesnakes tub come on de ins id e  
o f  yo ' . [ There are a number of the handkerchief tPiaks i n  Hoodoo - wi th snake 
dust , per fume , · etc . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1114 ) 1 7 8 7 : 4 . ] 

6643 . Say , if  ah wanted tub do sompin tuh yo ' , ah would git me a snake an ' 
kill ' im an ' put ' im intuh a somp in an ' bake ' im ,  an ' ah would use mah wish . 

SNAKE POWDER MADE WITH A WI SH 
Ah would take de ashes an ' ah would drop it in
tub yore meal or intuh de watah yo ' dr ink , an ' 
ah would made de wish fo ' whut ah wanted tuh 

happen tuh yo ' . An ' it  would happen . 
(Do you mean you would wish anything? )  
Anything dat yo ' wanted tuh wis h .  Oat ' s  de way ah heard o f  i t .  
(Wouldn ' t  that dus t create c ertain things in you o r  what? ) 
[My que s t ion is leading but the live things are obvious . ]  
Yes sir . [ Flo rence , s .  Car . , ( 1 286 ) , 2184 : 8 . ] 
6644 . Yo ' kin kill a rat tle snake . Yo ' kin git  ' is  rat t les an ' yo ' keep it 

till it  dries , an ' yo ' p u t  i t  in anythin'  fo ' a person tuh eat o r  drink , it will 
cuz young snakes tub come in ' em .  Or eithah scar

RATTLESNAKE-RATTLE POWDER pions . Git de haid of de scorpion an ' mash it up 

yo ' know in some dus t , an '  put it in anythin ' dey 
eat or drink . Why dat ' ll make young scorpions come in ' em . Rat tlesnakes , yo ' 
git  d e  ra t t l e  dus t .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201) , 2018 : 6 . ] 

6645 . Oat ' s  about a rattlesnake ah think . Ah heard dat chew could b ea t  up 
' is rat tles intuh some kinda fine dus t . An ' take an ' sprinkle a teeny bit of 
dat in somp in , see - some kind of [ fo od ]  or sompin othah , an '  den dey would ea t  
a little .  An ' den in  de  long run dem people would git insurance offa  dem. Dey 
would s oon die . [Here ratt Ze�powdeP is a poison rather than a crea ter of live 
snakes . ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . �  (1058) , 1718 : 1 2. ]  

6 64 6 .  He wuz goin '  wit  dis girl an ' ma ' ied [married ] de girl . Well , she goes 
tub work an ' git s dis rattlesnake dus t .  She gits  ' er s ome High John de Conkah 

RATTLE SNAKE DUST - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
SPI TTLE FROM DEAD MAN 

an ' she gits  ' er some a [ of }  de spittal 
from a daid man . 
(Spittal from a dead man? ) 
Jis ' git s intuh ' is mout ' ,  an ' she makes 

a salve of  da t .  She t ake s  ' er some of dis ole Vicks pneumonia salve an ' makes a 
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salve of it . When he come from work de doorknob - she have an ' inted ' i s doorknob 
an ' reach ovah on ' is gate , it has one of dese li ' le iron drops , latches thin ' s .  
She has dat greased wit it . Well  he reached ovah an ' unlatched de gate an ' no
ticed he had somepin on ' is  han ' . He went tuh open de do ' an ' de doorknob wus 
full of it . Well he went in tuh put dat [ hand ] in ho t watah . Dat [ is ]  why it 
make i t  commenc e tuh go intuh de po ' s  [ pores ] .  He went in an ' no t iced it  on ' is 
hands , greasy . He got some hot watah an ' washed ' is fac e  an ' hands . An ' aftah 
he had washed ' is hands , his hands commenced tuh sting an ' burn , an ' finely [ fi
nally ] it  swell ed up from ' is elbow down , swelled up an '  he nevah got ovah i t . 

(Never got over it? ) 
His arm busted open. [Nor folk , Va . , (491) , 5 28 : 7 . ] 
6 647 . Yo ' kin take dis Eve-an ' -Adam an ' burn it tuh a powdah . Co ' se yo ' 

got ' a  dry it out good an '  den le t it s tay on de stove . Don ' t let it burn black . 
Git chew some of de powdah , de ashes o f  it an' sprinkle it on dis candle . Git 

RATTLE SNAKE-RATTLE DUST - ADAM-AND-EVE ASHE S  
ON CANDLE - CAUSES SNEEZING - COUGHING - KILLS 

chure candle warm dat chew kin 
kinda work it in dere-like . Gi t 
chew a li ' le of dis rat tlesnake , 
dust  outa rattlesnake rat tle an ' 

mix it intuh dat , an ' l ight chew a candle . An ' dat will keep yo ' sneez in ' an ' 
cough an ' effect yore eyes , until yo ' won ' t be able tuh do anythin ' . J is ' burn 
yo ' a candle right aroun ' in de room. If I ' d  have a li ' le animosity ag ' ins t yo ' ,  
tuh keep from doin ' anythin ' , insult in ' yo ' or somepin, I may light a c andle.  
Got it dressed an ' evahthin ' . Yo ' set  chere an ' inhale dat an ' yo ' don ' t know 
whut ' s  happenin ' .  Don ' t know anythin ' .  [You] is partly out chure haid , wors e ' n  
[worse than ]  like someone doped chah . It ' s  a long run ' fore yo ' ll git right 
ag ' in ,  from inhalin ' de poison from dem rattlesnake [ buttons ] an ' from de Eve
an ' -Adam , yo ' know. [Norfolk , Va. , (491) , 5 27 : 5 . ] 

6648 . A rattlesnake , well  yo ' know he has dose rattles on . Well dey carries 
a dus t . Der e ' s dus t in ' em .  An '  den yo ' know a granddaddy . Well dere ' s  dus t 

RATTL ESNAKE-RATTLE AND GRANDDADDY 
ANOTHER HANDKERCHIEF TRICK 

in ' im. An '  dey mixes it tuhgethah . An ' dey 
tell me dat dey kin rub dat on yo ' an ' dat 
makes yo ' paralyzed . An ' dey take dat grand
daddy laigs  or any par t of ' is body an ' dat 

creates live granddaddies , Dat ' s all ah ' ve heard of dat . 
(You say they mix this dus t from the ratt lesnake [ rattle ]  an ' de granddaddy 

together? ) 
Yes , it  would s imply put chure eyes out . 
(How would it  get into your eyes? ) 
Well , j i s '  have it on yore han ' ke ' chuf [ for handkerchief trick , see 6642 ] . 

[Little Rock , Ark . , (896 ) , 146 7 : 2 . ]  
6 64 9 . [ S imilar to rattlesnake rattles we have the whole tail : ] If yo ' git up 

tuh a person an ' [ can ] cut off  dis rattlesnake ' s  tail an ' put it in some whiskey 

RATTLESNAKE TAIL - SOAK IN WHISKEY 
an ' give it tuh someone else , in dat bottle 
of  whiskey , an '  let ' em drink dis whiskey , 
dat ' ll cuz de snake tuh b e  in ' em .  [ Let  the 

tail soak in a b ottle o f  whiskey , take it out ,  and then let s omeone drink the 
whiskey , ] [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (949 ) , 1531 : 15 . ] 

SNAKE-SHED POWDER 
6650 . Yo ' kin take a snake an ' take de shell [ shed ] off  a 
snake or anythin ' ,  Jis ' git de dust from it . An ' if  yo ' kin 
git real clos t  [ close ]  an' let ' im git dat snake dust  in ' im 

l et ' im git da t snake dus t  in ' im tuh create a snake in ' is sys tem.  Or dat way , a 
woman gits a snake in ' er .  [ Is informant saying this dus t can be given in inter
course , women being more vulnerable? ] [L i t t le Rock , Ark . , (about 885) , 1460 : 11 . ]  
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6651 . Or yo ' kin take a snake , a snake ' s shell , hull [ shed ] an '  put it in 
whiskey an ' dey drinks i t , why d at ' ll make snakes grow ins ide of yo ' . [ St .  
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044 ) , 169 5 : 5 . ] 

6652 . We ll , dey tell me dat if  a person wanta poison anothah one , j is '  lak -
AH RECKON DEY CALL IT WITCHCRAFT . AH DON ' KNOW WH.UT DEY CALL WITCHCRAFT . AH 
DON ' KNOW EVEN WHUT DAT IS . But anyway , ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout whut ah have beard , 

whut folks tell me . 
SNAKE SHED IN CHIMNEY - 9 DAYS Say , j is '  lak yo '  might want a poison a man or 

woman , or  somebody else ah didn ' t lak ,  ah would 
hunt a snake , de skin o ffa dat snake , dey shed . Ah take dat shed an ' ah would 
carry dat an ' pound it up an ' put it intuh dis an ' hang dat up in de chimley where 
i t  keep warm an ' hot fo ' nine days . Den yo ' take dat af tah yo ' let it  s tay nine 
days , take it down an ' yo ' kin - dere ' ll come live thin ' s in it f rom dat shed . 
An ' yo ' take dat den an ' put it in othah whi skies an ' give i t  tuh s omeone an ' 
dere come live things in ' em. [Waycross , Ga . , (1115) , 1788 : 8 . ] 

6653 . Ah ' ve seen ' em take de b and whut be in a hat .  Dey kin , yo ' know , put 
dese heah snake shells [ sheds ] ,  where dey f ix mens bl ind lak dat . 

(Do they put the whole snake shed 
CONCEAL SNAKE-SHED POWDER IN HAT SWEATBAND on ther e  or wha t ? )  

Well , they put i t  all de way roun ' 
in yore hat . Or dey kin j is '  take a piece where - see , when yo ' sweat from de 
band of yore hat , well , dat will gi t mos t  of dat snake shed , see an ' den dat 
stuff will j is '  run all in yore eye s , face , s ompin lak dat . Git in yore eyes 
den an ' it  will b lind yo ' .  Yo ' go blind . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 10 6 3 ) , 1 7 22 : 6 . ]  

6 654 . Take a snake shed , see , mo st any kinda snake shed , an ' beat dat snake
shed up real fine , an ' put s it in a ' bacca [ tobacco ]  sack an '  go tuh mos ' any 

man . Lak yo ' go tuh a 
NAME VICTIM - WHILE ADMINISTERING - SNAKE-SHED POWDER person an ' yo ' don ' want a 

[ do nuthin ] kill  ' im .
mean , he done hurt chew . Well , he take dat snakeshed an ' go dere an ' put it  in 
' is co f fee , or any meal , or anythin ' he kin git  it  in sompin tuh eat , an ' name 
him , say ,  "Jim ,  John" - de one he name he wanta kill . 

(Well , what will that snakeshed do t o  them? ) 
It ' ll swell yo ' an ' keep swel lin ' yo ' till yo ' s tart tuh - snakes s tart growin '  

in yo ' till yo ' die . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1478 ) , 2678 : 7 . ] 
6 65 5 .  Now , yo ' take de blood from a animal - j is '  lak i f  yo ' got a s tud now 

an ' a ·pe rson begrudge yore stud or dey wanta git tuh yo ' some way ' nothah an ' dey 
can ' t do i t .  [ Begrudger ] s ay ,  

3 DROPS OF MULE BLOOD - WITH SNAKE-SHED POWDER "Well , ah know whut ah ' ll do , 
ah 1 11 kill dis mule . "  Go tuh 

work yo ' see , an ' he ' ll take de mule an ' he ' ll cut j is '  a p lace - enough on ' im ,  
j is ' about tuh git three drops o f  blood . Dey take dat b lood den an ' dey ' ll carry 
it home an ' dey ' ll  take some of heah - j is '  take a snake shed an ' pound ' i t  up an ' 
put it in dat b lood . Well , af tah dey put i t  in dat b lood , dey ' ll take it an ' 
carry i t  tuh yore trough , yore wat ah trough an ' put it in de trough . Well , now 
dat ' ll create any kinda germ in ' im an ' he ' ll soon die . 

( I f  the animal drinks this water . ) 
Yes sir . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 109 7 ) , 1 7 7 2 : 3 . ] 
6 65 6 .  Wh il s t  doin ' dat , somebody go ta go tuh de country an ' g i t  a he an ' a 

she moccasin snake . 
(Moc casin snake ? )  
Moccasin snake an ' lays ' em head tuh tails , puts ' em down undah - buries ' em 

in de north c ornah . 
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(North co rner of what ? )  
O f  d e  fence - right down undah d e  fence , undah a sill l ak  dis an ' den • • •  
(Do they bury this under a s ill or under a fence out in the yard ? )  
Out in d e  yard . I t ' s  nob ody dat knows it dere but dem .  It  lay s  dere nine 

mawnin ' s  an ' dey ' ll begin to molt . Yo ' go dere de nex ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' turn 

MOCCAS IN - HE AND SHE - LAY HEAD OF ONE TO TAIL OF OTHER 
BURY UNDER NORTH CORNER OF FENCE 9 DAYS - ANOTHER 9 DAYS 
TURN OVER WITH OATH - AFTER THESE 18 DAYS CUT HEADS OFF 
LAY ABOVE DOORS ILL - OATH - DRY AND POWDER - IN DRINK 

' em ovah , an ' let ' em 
lay dere anothah nine 
mawnin ' s .  Af ter dat 
is ovah , dem nine maw
nin ' s , evah t ime dey 
touch ' em  dey makes a 

oath . Dey goes dere den an ' gits de s nakes an ' cuts de head o f f  an '  put s dem 
heads tuhgethah an '  put ' em up ovah de do ' sill an ' let ' em dry - make an oath 
lay ' em up there an ' let ' em dry .  Then they gets dry good , they crumb les them 
up right fine an ' ge ts a p owder - beats ' em up fine . Then they take ' em an ' put 
' em in a bag . Well , enybody they want , they go an ' gets de dus t o f  de snake head 
an ' sprinkle it in whatever they gives ' em - they g ive s a p arty o f  some kind , an ' 
they wan t s  to go tuh , they gives it  to ' em in somethin ' to drink .  

(What wi ll that  do to  them then? ) 
Kill ' ern.  [ Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 380 : 2 . A s imilar me thod for killing wi th 

graveyard dirt is given by same informant in 300 : 1&3 . ] 
6 65 7 . [ In t he fo llowing s tat ement , as well as  elsewhere in the text , the old 

belief about �ive things in you has been watered down to  knots and things that 

KNOTS LOOK LAK DEY 'S 'LIVE UNDAH DERE SKIN 
look alive under the skin . ] 
I f  yo ' want a damage anyone wit de 
snake , yo ' kin kill de snake , pound 

it up an ' p ut it in whiskey an ' give it tuh someone . It will cause dem tuh go 
crazy , an ' [ have ] kno t s  look lak dey ' s ' live undah dere skin - kno t s  lak dat , an ' 
thin ' s lak lizards . [Little Rock , Ark . , (89 7 ) , 14 7 0 : 4 . ] 

6658 . Ah had a aunt .  A man got ' er hair . See , he got mad becuz she wouldn ' t  
marry ' irn.  Well , he took a piece o f  hair from ' er mole [mold ] while she wuz 

HAIR FROM 3 PLACES - MENSTRUAL BLOOD 
CALOMEL - DOG D IRT - YELLOW CLAY 

NEW CLOTH ABOUT WOMAN - SHE PASSES SNAKE 

layin ' down on ' er bed fas t asleep . 
All right , t ook a p iece undah ' er 
arm. 
(Both arms or one ? )  
D e  lef ' . An ' den took a p iece some

where else - down be low .  Dey took it tuh a new elm tree [ at Algiers ? ] .  
(They took it  to a new elm t ree or to New Orleans? ) 
Yes , all right . Well , de only way , i f  dey didn ' t know nuthin ' bout it , it  

would liable been too  l ate . Well , aftah dey [ the man ] went tuh someone in ] Al
gier s , dey had it fixed. Dey also had some glass , some kinda black glass [ prob
ably broken from a b � aok bott �e .J . Dat means fo ' tuh kill ' er .  An '  it would have 
killed ' er ,  see , but she wuz saved by S t .  Anthony . Well , now , he carne b ack [ from 
Algiers or New Orl eans ]  an ' she begged an '  begged an ' cried . He told ' er dat he 
would n o t  hurt ' er ,  see . She wus rnoanin ' [molting? ] an ' moanin ' [mo l t ing ] away 
an ' de only way wuz to git dat hair an ' dat thin ' b ack - dat wuz de only [way ] . 
Well ,  all right . Aftah he done i t , he wouldn ' t  give her up . Well , twixt ' em ,  
dey went out dere , way ovah de t rees [ in the wood s ] somewheres , an '  got some 
root.  A man wuz sellin ' some kinda roo ts . He died [he is dead now] . Well , he 
got some root in a hurry an ' made a poultice . 

He had s ome of  ' er o thah thin ' s ,  p iece of  ' er minis tratin ' . An ' dis man go t 
some kinda calomel [ surely calamus ] root . De drug s tores got it [ calomel ] ,  but 
any drug s to re don ' t got [ calamus ] b ecuz dey wouldn ' t know whut it is . Got some 
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of  dat an ' made a t ea .  An ' go t s ome dog dirt , [ al s o ]  yellah clay , cleah yellah 
clay , an ' beat i t  up . She hadda take it though . Took it [ dog dirt and yellow 
clay ] . An ' den go t some new - bran ' -new cloth an ' b ind ' er all aroun ' , see . 
When he b ind all aroun '  ' er ,  well it  somep in came outa ' er - through ' er bowels . 
Dey were kinda lak a ratt lesnake - j e t  black . Dey had ' er fixed dataway in New 
Orleans-Algiers . [Algiers is a ovah de ri vah part o f  New Orleans . ]  But she 
pulled through an ' de man came b ack . See , didn ' t  know she would pull through . 
Af tah dat she lived ten years . 

{What was the name o f  this doctor out here that is dead now? ) 
[A name informant couldn ' t pronounce or  spell . ] [Mobile , Al a . , (651) , 84 7 : 3 . ]  
6659 . Ah heard dat yo ' could take de hair an ' take it an ' put it in - j is '  

wrap it  up or tie it  up in a cloth or somepin an ' weah i t  on yo ' some place . 

HAIR BOTTLED - PUT IN RUNNING WATER 
Weah it on de firs ' p iece yo ' weah [wear 
next to skin] an ' dey say dat will cuz 
yo ' tuh come b ack tuh ' em . TURNS INTO SNAKE - KILLS OWNER 
An '  den ag ' in yo ' could take de hair an ' 

put it in a bottle an ' s top 
turn tuh a snake . An ' when 

it up . An ' put it in runnin ' watah an ' den it would 
it turn tuh a snake it would kill yo ' . [ Fayetteville, 

N .  Car . , (1391) , · 2494 : 13 . ] 
6660 . S leepin ' on a feathah mattres s .  Yo ' kin take snake eggs an ' put ' em 

in a chicken - [ I  mean ] in a mattres s where de feathahs is , yo '  undahs tan ' . An ' 

FEATHERS FROM CHICKEN 
dem f eathahs goin'  b irth dem eggs . Yo ' undahstan ' .  S ee ,  
dey got li ' le bits  o f  eggs an ' dey ' ll birth dem eggs . An '  
dem feathahs birth dem eggs . An ' long a s  dem - aftah dem 

eggs hatched , dem snakes ' !! be in dere , yo ' undahstan ' . An '  yo ' sleep on dere an ' 
it ' ll dry yo ' up , j is '  lak i f  yo ' had consump t ion . An '  yore lungs wil l  be j is '  as 
solid as dey is  right now . [ So Lid lungs right now I do not unders tand . ]  [New 
Orleans , La . , (850) , 1315 : 6 . ] 

6661 . Yo ' kin have a live snake in 
put dat in yeh is by a dus ' . Dey give 
by ' umanation [ incubat ion ] . It b reeds 
1102 : 9 . ] 

ahm [ arm ]  or chicken feathahs , but how dey 
dat tuh yo ' in somepin tuh drink , an ' den 
in yo re skin . [New Orleans , La. , ( 79 0 ) , 

666 2 . (He [my contact man ] said that you told him a s tory . ) 
Yes . Wel l ,  now , heah ' s  de story ah wanta tell yo ' - sech as whut dey tell me 

an' whut ah learned , SECH AS WITCHCRAFT . 

SPIDER IN YOU 
Well , now , de s tory ah got tuh tell is sech a thing as spidahs . 
Yo ' know whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' b out , web spidahs yo ' seen [ not a 
fry ingpan on legs called a spider ] .  Well , yo ' kin take it  an ' 

take i t  t uh de fiah yo ' know an ' hold it . Tie a s tring tuh it , he can ' t crawl 
away , or put i t  in de s tove yo ' migh t say , in dere alive an ' let it  b ake . [Here 
is the frequent rite of suf fering before death . ] An ' aftah it git baked , den 
crush it up . Take dat an ' crush it up intuh s omepin an ' put it  in de whiskey . 
Yo ' undahstan ' . 

An '  den yo ' - ah ' m  yore enemy , yo ' see . Well , aftah yo ' taken an ' do dat an ' 
yo ' kin git me tuh drink da t whiskey , well  dere ah go , right dere . Dem spider 
gits in me an ' creat e , an ' dey gits an ' eats mah insides out , yo ' see . Dat ' s  
known tuh be de fact . Fo ' me , ah hasn ' t  tried tuh work it on no one . 

Anothah one , ag ' in . Yo ' kin take up dese ground dog whut chew fish wi t .  Some 
folks call ' em ground dogs , s ome folks call ' em  ground pupp ies [ the changa , or 
hellb ender , a salamander , described elsewhere ] ,  see . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' kin 
crisp it up in a s tove or sompin othah , an ' yo '  kin put it - grind it up intuh 
powdah , aftah yo ' crisp it  up . Jis ' lak a locus t , yo ' see . Yo ' kin take i t  an ' 
grind i t  up an ' yo ' kin j es ' put it  - bury hit right at yore do ' s tep . See , an ' 
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po ' yo ' about a mouthfulla whiskey on ' it ,  see . An '  attah [ after ] yo ' put t in '  
d e  mouthfulla whiskey on i t , d e  nex ' mawnin ' yo ' ll wake up dere , yo ' ll find a 
thousand o f  ' em - young-uns . Dat ' s done , yo ' know , it ' s  done increase dat much . 
Jis ' one , de one yo ' take an ' killed an ' crisp it  up , an '  dig a hol e an ' bury 
it in , an ' po ' some whiskey on , put it down at yore do ' s tep , an ' de nex ' mawnin '  
when yo ' wake up an ' go dere an ' d i g  up undah dere , dey say dere ' ll be  ' bout a 
han ' fulla dem - de young-uns . Done create . Done create dat much . 

(What do you do that for ? )  
Well , dat shows dat yo ' might - yo ' kin put i t  in me de same way . Dat j is '  

shows , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  JIS ' SHOWS , PROVE OUT WHUT DESE THIN ' S  KIN DO . DEAD 
THIN ' S  DAT COME TUH LIFE . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1309 ) , 2213 : 1 3 . ] 

666 3 .  They kin take a spider an '  they kin kill yo ' with tha t . Well , they 
give it to yo ' in lickrish [sometimes licorice , here liquid] . They put it in 
water or let him soak in there and die , or they put it in urine or whiskey , or  
they put  it in food . An ' tha t ' ll kill yeh , a sp ider will . [Elizabeth C ity , 
N .  Car . , (438) , 561 : 2 . ] 

6664 . Take a spidah , if yo ' put it  in s omepin fo ' a person . Dat , it  will 
kill ' em,  if  he ' s ' live , yo ' know , when yo ' put ' im in dere . If dey drink it , 
it  will kil l dem from de spider . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (139 8 ) , 2519 : 10 . ] 

6 665 . Mah aunt wus fi�d wit a b lack spidah . Dey taken an ' mashed dis spidah 
up an ' give her in whi skey tuh drink .  An '  it swelled ' er foot , an ' befo ' we 
could gi t tuh do anythin ' fo ' her she died . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 3 9 ) , 2 3 7 : 8 . ]  

6666 . Ah hear ' d  ' em say if dey wan ' choo crawlin ' up de side a hous e an ' so  
aktin ' [ acting ] j is '  lak a spidah would ak [ act ] , tub have a spidah web an '  have 
dem a spidah , an' take o ff ' is laigs an ' put it in s omep in , j is '  lak some whiskey 
or ewer [ ei ther ] somep in tuh eat , tuh have it on de ins ide o f  yeh . An' say , aftah 
dat ' s  on de  inside o f  yuh fo ' sich a length o f  t ime , say den yeh ' ll s tar t tub 
aktin ' funny in de way dat a spidah will ak. Say yo ' d  be crawlin '  up , tryin ' tuh 
crawl upon de wall ,  come down , gits on de flo ' , yah crawl fo ' ward s , come back. 
Say when dat s tuff wus in yeh it ' s  poison tuh yer system .  An ' dey say yo ' d  ak 
from dat t ime on until yo ' die . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (229 ) , 153 : 1+85 . ]  

6667 . Take a spidah fo ' n ' ins tance an '  put ' im in yore pot an ' cook ' im in 
yore po t .  Jis ' cook ' im in a quart o f  watah , let it cook an ' cook an ' cook until 
he come tuh pieces . An' den yo ' take dat dere spidah an ' yo ' ll see nuthin but 

j is '  li ' le t eensy pieces on de b ot tom of de pot ; where he done 
SPIDER WATER cooked tuh pieces yo ' know , j is '  about lak de end of mah fingah-

nails , j is ' about - about so [demons trates ] . Well , yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' set it aside till it git good an ' cool . An ' when it git  good an ' cool -
until it ' s  very cool - den yo ' take dat dere . Take yo ' a teaspoon an ' yo ' skim 
all de way roun ' . Skim de top an ' git de top all de way roun ' , off  de top where 
yo ' bo iled dat s pidah intuh a quart  of  watah .  Yo ' skim de t op an ' den yo ' take 
dat watah an ' yo ' po ' dat watah o ff .  Yo ' take dat watah an '  yo ' put it in a jah 
[ j ar ] , see . Well , yo ' take dat spidah watah dat yo ' got already new an ' put i t  
i n  drinks , d if f ' ren ' things . 

(What will that do to them then? ) 
DAT ' LL MAKE ' EM  CRAWL , GIT ON DERE KNEES AN '  CRAWL . HAVE FIT S . HAVE ALL 

KINDS OF FITS . BE "FITTY" OFF AN '  ON . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , {1415) , 2 549 : 10 . ] 
6668 . A gentleman down town , he ' s  dead now . There 

THOUSAND-LEGS OR MILLEPEDE wus a girl frien ' of mine fixed , she had a thousand 
legs in ' er feet . Well , i t  wus some Poot medicine.  

He fixed ' er wit it . Ah don '  know whut Poot it wus he used fo ' de liquid medi
c ine , but he give her dat medicine . [New Orleans , La . , (814) , 114 9 : 3 . ]  

6 66 9 .  [The best terrapin story in Hoodoo , a remarkable one , will b e  found in 
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No . lO ,  p . 7 . ] Yo ' kin ketch a terrapin , dese s treaked-laig terrap in . Dey tell 
me yo ' kin ketch dose an ' sech as gophahs lak dat . [ Gopher along the coast of 

TURTLE - TERRAPIN � COOTER 
the southern s tates of U . S . A . , is a burrowing land 
tortise GOpherus po lyphemus . ]  Dey tell me dat i t  
ain ' t but one way d a t  a person kin git dose live 

in yo ' .  Say dey ' ll take dem an ' kill dem an ' put dem out in de sun an ' let ' em 
dry fo ' so  many days . Den t ake it an ' pound it up an ' put it in s tuff fo ' yo ' 
tuh drink .  Dey say when i t  mix in yore b lood it ' ll commence tuh create des e 
live things . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1159) , 1 9 35 : 3 . ] 

TURTLE BORN TO MOTHER IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
THE BIRTH OF HER CHILD 

6 6 7 0 . Ag ' in dere was a woman dat had 
frogs put into her - not frogs but 
turtles . She was about to  b ecome de 
b irth o f  a child . Dere was a ole wo

man dat lived next door to ' er an ' by ' er being in that condition she was quite 
disagreeab le .  And dis ole woman was suppo sed to b e  a hoodoo woman an ' SHE WISHES 
THAT THE CHILD SHE WOULD HAVE WOULD TURN TO A FROG ; BUT INSTEAD OF THE CHILD 
TURNING TO A FROG , DIS  WOMAN HAD DE CHILD AND THEN HAD THIS TURTLE AFTER . An '  
that ' s  a fac t  because there was thousands o f  people went there t o  s ee it . It  
happened down in Louisiana , down in S t . Bernard ' s  Parish .  Dat ' s  where dat hap
pened . [Doctor S ims (see later) , good as he was , sur ely misses the point here . 
The hoodoo woman did no t fail . She changed the twin , the second child , into a 

· turtle ! If this s tory is  true , someone had a quick hand . ] [Washington , D . C . , 
( 6 3 9 , Doator S ims , formerly o f  New Orleans , La . ) ,  829 : 11 . ]  

6 6 7 1 . (Tell me that s tory all the way from the beginning , make a parab le of  
it . What are you going to do now with this tur tle? ) 

NATURE OR ESSENCE OF SPIRIT OF LIVE THINGS 
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER LIVE THINGS ONLY BY DEATH 

[That word parab le I picked up 
at the b eginning of  my f ield 
work down the east  coas t .  I 
found it everywhere , but sus

pected it was dying out . You can see how I qualified Te l l  me that story to make 
a parab le of it . The words story and tale have a bad conno tation in my type of 
field work . ] 

Well , ah go back ovah it  ag ' in . Yo ' take an ' yo ' kill it an ' yo ' let ' im dry . 
Den yo ' take an ' soak it  in whiskey - see , yo ' gittin ' ' is nature . Den yo ' give 
it tuh me tuh drink . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1170) , 19 7 6 : 7 . ] 

6 6 7 2 . De  way dat ' s done in de time dat it ' s  matin ' -time wit de terrapins . 
An ' if yo ' git  i t  dat pahtic ' lah time , yo ' git a chance .tuh git a t errap in an ' 

cook dat t errapin. An ' take dat ter
MATING-TIME IS THE TIME TO TRANSFER LIFE rapin an ' wheresomevah , j is '  lak a 

woman , i f  she wanta hurt s omebody -
lak she wanta hurt anothah woman , sompin lak dat , see . At da t pahtic ' lah t ime 
[mating- time ] she kin take dat terrapin an ' cook ' im,  boil ' im good . An '  befo ' 
she bo il ' im ,  she kin take ' im an ' take some of de b lood of  dat terrap in ,  an '  
mix it  wit s ome wine , s ome strong wine . An ' give i t  tuh dis othah individual 
tuh drink in de wine , i f  she ' s a drinkah , yo ' s ee .  She kin b e  doped in dat . 
An '  when she drink dat j uice out dat terrapin in mat in ' - t ime wit dat wine - now 
when time come de terrapin aigs oughta be  hatchin ' , well dat terrapin goin ' from 
in dat individual . 

(That will form in them and kill them. That i s , if some woman wants to  ge t  
r i d  o f  another woman . )  

Dat ' s  right . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 9 2 ) , 9 28 : 3 . ] 
6 6 7 3 .  (A turtle .  What do they do wi th a turtle? ) 
Well , ah see a pers on take a turtle aig . Take a turtle aig an ' break it raw 
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an ' put alcohol on it , an ' yo ' save it . 
(You save it? ) 

TURTLE EGG BROKEN INTO ALCOHOL Yo ' put it aside . But ah think a fellah mean 
an ' dirty enough tub take dat few drop s of al

cohol o f f  dat turtle egg . An' yo ' put it in some whiskey or s omep in an ' give 
s omebody dat tub drink. I t  will kill ' em right away . Dat ' s de way yo ' kill 
peopl e dataway . [New Orleans , La . , (825) , 1201 : 8 . ] 

6674 . Ah tell yo ' , if yo ' kin git a little o f  de watah or de spit from de 
terrapin - if yo ' kin git de watah or eithah de spit  from d e  terrapin , an ' yo ' 

WATER OR SPIT FROM TERRAPIN PUT IN YOU 
kin use it in a person .  Yo ' kin put 
it in dere watah , anywhere yo ' kin put 
it tub git it in ' em. It will run ' em  

wild j is '  lak a terrapin . [Mobile ,  Ala . , (688) , 9 5 7 : 4 . ] 
6 6 75 . Now a terrapin is a thing , he crawls late at night , an ' he crawls at 

certain t imes of de day an' he go tuh sleep . Now , dat terrap in yo ' wanta wakes 

LEG OF LIVE TERRAPIN CUT OFF AS VI CTIM NAMED 
THE MAGIC OF LIVING MUTILATION 

' im at night . Dat terrapin will 
crawl out de day , an ' if chew 
wanta git dat terrapin tub hurt 
chew at night , dey ' ll capsize ' im 

from ' is den . Dey ' ll grab ' im an ' dey may cut off  ' is right laig an ' call yore 
name . An ' dey carries it tub dey hous e , bury dat [ leg] an ' dey ' ll turn dat t er
rapin loose live . An ' quick as dat swell up , where he cut o f f  dat laig , dat 
right fo ot - quick as dat swell up , why yo ' is a sick man . 

(That is one way , they use it . What about the other way? ) [Charleston , s .  
Car . , ( 5 25) , 6 30 : 3 . ] 

6 6 7 6 . She [ a  woman living in Wilmington ] has b een hurt fo ' ' bout twelve 
yeahs an ' right now ven [when] de moon is young dey ' s [ there i s ]  s omepin l ak a 

COOTER IN HER - MOVES ONLY WHEN MOON IS  YOUNG 
coo ttah [ =  cooter , any of sev
eral tur tles or tortoises ] ,  she 
calls it , somep in lak dese ali-

ga tah coottahs . She say i t  splut tahs [ splutter = sputter or spatter from here 
demonstrates on her side ] an ' goes up nex ' tub ' er heart , an ' goes back down . 
An ' she says ven it splut tahs lak dat , she kin heah i t  spluttahin ' in vatah 
[water ] , j is '  lak if it runs up an ' she cud [ could ] feel de li ' le feets of it , 
yuh know, ven i t ' s  open-lak , lak it ' s  scrattin '  [ s cratching? ] .  I t  goes up from 
' er right s ide crossways [ right to lef t ]  up through ' er laig . [Does this symp
tom s ignify anything in scientific medicine? In any case , we have here again 
one of those psychology-and- time rites , see pp . 350-356 , v . l . ] [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 214 ) , 120 : 1+86 . ]  

6 6 7 7 . See , de othah night ah had a young lady . Her an ' ' er husban ' went out 
tuh a danc e ,  a party , all well an ' hearty , b ut dere wus anothah girl dere go t de 
[ thes e ]  two in company wit dis - b o th in love wit de same b oy . One s lips a dose 

intuh de othah one .  Now , how she did dat -
WASP TRICK EXPLAINED BY A DOCTOR she had wasps an ' ant s in ' er .  

Yo ' take de wasps an ' yo ' set ' em in a tin cup 
an ' yo ' set ' em on de fire , s tove or somewhere in de oven alive . Yo ' fas ten ' em 
up in dere an ' let ' em stay in dere un til dey are cooked , burn up , so dat yo ' kin 
take ' em j is '  like cigah ashes an ' j is '  crumble ' em  up-like - j is '  l ike do se ashes 
dere [ in my c igar tray on interviewing tab le ] .  Well yo ' kin take dose ashe s den . 
Take de ants likewis e if yo ' want tuh .  O r  yo ' kin j is '  use one [wasp o r  ant ) . 
An ' j is '  make a powdah outa dem .  An '  den yo ' j is '  [ put ] a li ' le in a piece of 
papah , han ' ke ' chuf or anything an ' take i t  on wit yo ' .  Well , yo ' might ask fer 
a glass of watah , an ' dey will be sellin ' ice cream, cake , b eer an ' one thing 
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anothah . Dey  all settin '  aroun '  dere an ' yo ' s lip aroun ' an' yo ' have yore glass 
se tt in ' , se t t in '  dere talkin ' . Yo ' may done drink some outa it . Somebody stand
in ' up behind yo ' , an ' yo ' don ' pay no at tention , or may walk by - may be standin' 
roun ' dis s ide of de tab le .  Somebody walk up behin ' j oo an ' begin talkin ' tuh yo ' 

an '  yo ' l l turn yore head an ' dey reach acro ss  an ' j is '  drop j is '  a pinch in i t .  
We ll , no soonah i t  hit s ,  i n  de co ' se o f  a se cond o r  f ive se conds , it ' s  al l  vapor
ated an ' yo ' can ' t t e ll it from - i t ' s  all de same color  yo ' know , dere is no way 
of seein ' i t . 

Well , now yo ' drink dat . DIS GIRL SHE HAD DOSE THINGS IN ' ER ,  AN '  SHE COME 
TUH ME .  DEY BROUGHT ' ER TUH ME FIVE ' CLOCK DAT MAWNIN ' . HAD GONE INTUH FITS , 
HER HANDS TIED BEHIND ' ER , AN '  A STICK ACROSS ' ER MOUTH . An ' dat ' s  how she got 
it . She go t hers in ice cream .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 2 1a) , 795 : 2 . ] 

6 6 78 . Yo ' see dese ole wasp se s . An ' yo ' kin take a wasp when 
WASP-NEST TEA he ' s  got young uns [ ones ] ,  a wasp ne s t . Yo ' know whut de wasp 

nes t is . Yo ' kin take a wasp ne s t when i t ' s  go t young uns in i t , 
an '  each li ' le hole is go t a covah ovah de top o f  it dat look lak a s tem .  Well , 
now , yo ' take dem an ' boil dat an ' s train an ' put it in a bot t le . All right , now , 
say yo ' mah b o ss . Yo ' says , "John?"  

Ah says , 1 1 Suh? 11 
Says , 1 1 See dat fellah ovah dere ? 1 1  
Say , "Yes . " 
Say , "Ah wan t  chew tuh fix ' im . " 
Say , "All r ight . " 
Says , "He drinks ?"  
Say , "Yeah . " 
Well , ah ' ll go ovah dere an ' git ' quaint ed wit ' im , " Le t ' s  have s omp in tuh 

drink . "  
I I  All ri ght • I I  

Ah go back dere , wanta git a bo ttle . 
All right . We l l , ah ' ll go an ' gi t a b o t tle o f  anythin ' dat he drinks an ' ah 

open it at de coun tah an ' po ' mine outa it an ' drink mine . An ' den ah po ' some 
of dis  in dere . See , ah po ' some o f  dose wasps ' j ui ce in dere on it . An ' den 
[ they ] beg in tuh form waspses in ' is intes tines . 

(Is there any way o f  ge tting them out ? )  
Yes , de doctah operate on yo ' . Dat ' s d e  onliest way yo ' kin git  ' em out . 

[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 1566) , 2871 : 5 . ] 
6679 . Ah know a girl dat wuz caught in s ome whiskey somehow or ' no thah . She 

vuz a frien ' girl of mine , she s tayed down heah . She wuz go in ' wi t a woman ' s  
husb an '  an ' she [wife ] didn ' t wan '  ' im tub go wit ' er . An '  she [ fr iend ] drunk 

a lo t t a whi skey . An ' so dis woman [wife ] , de way dis woman 
�ER THAT STEAMS did tuh git dis snake in ' er - it wuz a li ' le bit o f  snake 

j is '  about lak a fi shin ' wo rm , an ' she wuz poisoned wit it . 
She go t  dis snake inside a [ o f ]  d i s  girl . So d i s  girl commence tuh fallin ' off . 
She commenced tuh gi t tin ' p o ' an ' it look lak di s snake would come right up tub 
'er [ throat ] , come chokin ' ' er or somep in lak dat .  She couldn ' t eat nuthin ; she 

wouldn ' t have no app e t i t e  or nuthin . So dey cared [ carried ] ' er tub doctors 
[M. D . ' s ] an ' de docto rs couldn ' t do any thin ' tuh [ for ] her . An' ah tole ' er ,  
ah says , "Why don ' t  chew go tuh dis roo t doctah in Orangeburg [ S .  Car . ] ?  Prob ' ly 
he might know whut tuh do . "  

She said , "All ri ght , ah ' ll go . Ah ' ll gi t mah mo thah tub take me . "  
SHE HAD DONE FELL O FF TILL SHE WEIGHED ABOUT 80 OR 9 0  POUNDS - JES ' NUTHIN BUT 

.:! SWITCH. 
So she [mother ] said , " Could ah [ you]  git someone tub take mah daughtah up 
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dere ? "  [ She ] s aid , "Ah ' l l pay y o ' fo ' gittin ' 1 im an ' den ah ' ll pay ' im.  Cos ' 
dat ' s de only chile ah got an ' ah ' m crazy ' bout ' er an ' ah j is '  didn ' t  want 
nuthin tuh happen tuh ' er . " [ She ] say , "Ah believe [ they] done somepin tuh ' er . "  

So , well , we went at tah [ after ] dis man , went on up dere . Dis man [ owner? ] 
said anybody could come in de house dat wan ' tuh . So we went on in dis house an ' 
dis man [doator ] wuz up dere [ ups tairs? ] .  He [ doator ] tole us - de firs ' thin ' 
we set down . He went in dere an ' he f ixed up a hot - some hot boilin ' watah , j is '  
a s  ho t as she [patient ] could [ stand i t ] . Said , "Pull down ' er [ your ] dress an ' 
set ovah it . "  He said , "Yo '  s it down on it . "  An '  she set down on dis chambah 
of  watah . An ' he said , "Jis ' set right dere till ah call yo ' . "  An ' he gone in 
de front . 

An ' dis girl set down on dis chambah o f  hot s teamin ' watah , an ' i t  wuz somepin 
she had in dis watah - she set on dis chambah of s teamin ' watah , she s tayed in 
dere fo ' fifteen or twenty minutes . An' he tole ' er ,  said , "Now , when yo ' git 
up o ff dis watah , dere ' s  gain ' be a snake in dis chambah of watah . " Says , "Don ' 
be s cared , don ' git frightened . "  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1413) ,  2544 : 1 . ] 

WOOD SAWYER : 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 9 NAILS - ALL NEW 
BOTTLED - BURY IN VICTIM1 S PATH - LARVA ENTERS FOOT 
3 ROOTS CURE : BLACK HAW - RED OAK - STINGING NETTLE 

6680 . Yo ' kin take nine new 
needles an ' nine new pins 
an ' nails - nine nails - an' 
put in a bot tle . An ' den 
yo ' kin take one des e heah 

worm outa from undah 
(Wood Sawyer ? )  

d e  b ottom [bark ] s ee , think dey call ' em sawyah . 

Yes sir . Dey got two lit tle bills [ horns ] whut cuts in de wood . [These 
worms - the larvae of  sawyers , several large longicorn bettles - b ore large holes 
in timber or dead trees . Both worm and bettle are o f ten called wood sawyers . ] 
Put dat in dat bottle an ' bury it  down in de path where he walks . An ' den , when 
he walk ovah dat ,  he ' ll ke tch ' em in ' is foot . An '  dat same worm [ larva ] whut 
chew see in dat b o ' d ,  dat yo ' put in dat bottle , j is '  true as [what? ] .  [ I t  will 
enter ' im an ' ] eat ' im up . [But this ailment can be  cured . ] 

Dat way [ if you are in that condit ion ]  yo ' got ' a  go tuh a root doctah de same 
way [ as before ] .  Now a roo t doctor , he got ' a  take ' em out . A medical doctor 
don ' t do i t .  

(What would a roo t  doctor d o  t o  get that worm out o f  him , I wonder . )  
He goes an ' git de root from de - dey call b lack haw an ' red oak bark an ' a 

stingin ' net tle root . Put dat up in a bottle an ' yo ' go t ' a  take . Dat stingi n '  
nett le root , will r un  ' im out dere . [The other two help and also  make 3 ingre
dients . ]  

(Well ,  what do you do wi th these  roots ? Make a tea o f  them or what ? )  
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074 ) , 1738 : 6 . ] 
6 6 81 . Yo ' kin take a drop of  frog b lood , an ' a drop of snake b lood , an ' a 

drop of dese here wood sawyahs . He ' s  in d is ole rotten wood , wit a flat haid . 

WOOD SAWYER - SNAKE - FROG 
3 LIVE THINGS AT SAME TIME 

(He ' s in the wood , sor t  of a worm .  What color is 
the worm? ) 
White , with a flat haid . Take dat b lood an ' put 
it  on a sandwich an ' give it tuh anybody ; an ' if 

dey eat dat , dose things will grow in ' em . 
(They take these drops from each one of  these three things and put it  on the 

sandwich , s eparately or wliat? ) 
No , put ' em on dere tuhgethah . [Mobile , Ala . , (666) , 8 7 7 : 13 . ] 
668 2 .  I have a cous in and someone put something in the boots he wore , an ' in 

going home he c ouldn ' t get back s ometimes without crawling back home . His leg 
got s ore , and after it got sore he was taken down to his bed . And before he died 
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worms came out of his leg , that big , as round as my little finger . and two inches 
long with black heads . They carried � �o a woman 

WORMS CAME OUT OF HIS LEG and the woman said this was put in �he boots he wore . 
They were like maggo t s  but they were bigger than �ha� . 

[Hampton , Va . , (collec ted at Old Point Comfo rt , Va . , (31) , by Ediphone. ] 
6683 . [ This fortuneteller woman or healer ] tole me dat somebody , a wa.an had 

taken mah s i s t ah ' s hat an ' dPessed i t , dressed it up fo ' her , an ' she suffahed 
wit headaches . She tole us whut she done vit 

WORM : EARTHWORM OR FISHING WORM dese earthworms - yo ' know , dese f ishing wo� 
about dis b ig [ demonstrat es ] .  Take dem fisbin' 

worms an ' parch ' em up . An ' so  dat dus t wus sprinkled aroun ' in mah si stah ' s  hat , 
an ' as she wore it , wel l , de persp iration go t tuh it  an ' drive it  on tuh ' er 
brain . An '  SHE WENT JIS ' AS CRAZY AS ANY FOOL IN DE WORLD . But aftah while we 
got ' er back again.  [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 6 7 ) , 465 : 6 . ] 

6684 . Chambah lye or ' is urine - well , dey kin take dat an ' dey ' ll [ a  woman 
vil l ]  mix dat wit yo ' [ a  man ' s ]  food . Dat comes tuh yo ' be  vury weak . Normal 
[normally ] yo ' ll have haidaches , yo ' ll have all kinda pains . Dat ' s  when dey take 
an ' dey ' ll go out an ' git  some earthworms . Dey take de earthworms an ' den mix 
dat wit fresh lahd [ lard ] , an ' fry it up an ' make a salve . An ' dey rub dat intuh 
de man ' s  skin . Dat ' ll form ' im tuh have earthworms in de skin . He is  no good 
fer nobody an ' den de woman leaves ' im den . [New Orleans , La . ,  (809 ) , 1135 : 10 . ] 

6 685 . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' ketch dem l i t tle worms an ' yo ' dry ' em .  Yo ' got ' a  
dry ' em an ' yo ' put ' em in watah , whutsomevah anybody whar e  [where ] dey drinkin ' .  
Yo ' put dat in de wa tah an ' dat ' ll turn tuh little worms in dey b elly . [Algiers , 
La . , ( 1593) , 29 94 : 20 . ] 

6686 . De worm , de frog , yo ' poun ' dat up , some people do , an ' dey sprinkle 
dat ovah de food . I t  will take ef fect on a woman more , b ecuz she will breed , yo ' 
see , in a length of  time i t  will form de form o f  a snake [worm or fro g ]  ins ide 
de woman . [New Orleans , La . , (816 ) , 1157 : 5 . ] 

6687 . They tell me that if  you can get a hold o f  dog ' s hair and cat hair , and 
fix it so that i t  can get int o  the food o f  an individual , that after they eat it , 

if it  stays in ' em  for nine days , it  
iDRMS WITHIN 9 DAYS FROM DOG AND CAT HAIR turns to  worms . And those  worms get 

in their body on the ins ide and they 
finally die from the e f fect of it . [Elizabeth C i ty , N .  Car . , (182) , 5 54 : 9 . ] 

( 2 ) . CURES FOR AND PROTECTION AGAINST 

AILMENT AND DISEASE 

[Readers will notice I have changed the title o f  this sub sect ion from the one 
original ly given in volume 3 under CONTENTS FOR VOLUMES 3 AND 4 .  This change 
.erely returns to my original title CURE AND PROTECTION in volume 1 ,  pages 410-
519 , emphasiz ing once again , as in the introduc tory comment tha t  folk medic ine 
iD hoodoo or wi tchcraft  has a protec t ive or prevent ive s ide (p . 307 7 ) .  A com
.le�e list o f  cures and prevention o f  ailments and d isease cannot be known until 
tbe completion of the INDEX to occupy all of  volume 5 . ]  

6688 . Yo ' kin take a penny an ' if yo ' havin ' a intahco ' se wit a woman an ' if 
yo' don ' want s  ' er no mo ' ,  don ' c� ' [ care ]  fo ' her no mo ' ,  an ' j is '  wants tuh 
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see her b lat up , why yo ' put dat penny in yore mout ' an ' put it undah yore tongue 
an '  have intahco ' se wit ' er ,  an ' den yo ' ll give her some disease dat she nevah 

A FEW PATHOLOGICAL BELIEFS 
(1 )  PENNY UNDER TONGUE DURING COITUS 

A CAUSE OF DISEASE 

kin git rid o f .  Dat ' s whut chew kin 
do wit a penny . v 
[ The preceding word b lat used only here 
in Hoodoo , is a variant of b l eat , which 
means to c� out� as ca lf OP sheep . 

Colloquially , b lat could s ignify to utteP loudly and indiscPe t ly , or to be loud
mouthed. Perhaps the meaning in the present ins tance could be loud-mouthed or 
to b low heP top. Or does informant intend to say she will b loat from the disease 
he gives her? As a matt er of fact (hoodoo patholo gy says so) , diseases are given 
by holding a penny in the mouth or under tongue during coitus : a woman holding 
the penny caus es a stroke in the man (No . 3240) ; prevents veneral disease (3241) ; 
makes a diseas e s tronger (No . 3242) ; etc . ] [Algiers ,  La . , (1575) , 2899 : 12 . ] 

{ 2 ) SPELL-CASTER ' S  DEATH MAKES SPELL INCURABLE 

6689 . (If  a person that has 
a spell on you dies ? )  

-

[ I  am repeating what inform-
an t  has already said . ] 
Dies , they can ' t do anything 
about it . 
(They can ' t  do anything? ) 
No , they can ' t . 
[ This b elief is  fairly common 

and known everywhere , see Nos . l039-1040 , p . 396 , and elsewhere in the text . ]  [New 

( 3 )  THEY MUST GET IT INS IDE YOU 
Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1112 : 5 . ]  
6690 . I f  dey do n ' t git i t  in yuh , it can ' t  
do yuh no harm. [ This i s  also generally 

believed everywhere , even though to some it  may be whistling while passing a 
graveyard at night . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 164.) , 75 : 3+85 . ]  

ADAM-AND-EVE 
6691 . You can dig Adam-and-Eve root up and keep it and let it 
dry , and when you want it  you have i t .  If  anyone puts a spell on 
you , you boil some o f  that on the stove and put a little whiskey 

with it  and drink i t , and that will cure you . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , cylinder 80 , 

ADAM-AND-EVE - OLD HUNDRED - 9 DAYS 

ADAM-AND-EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH 

by Ediphone . ]  
6692 . Drink tea from Adam-and-Eve and Old 
Hundred . Cures poison within nine days . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 1 32 : 2+85 . ]  
669 3 .  Well , dey ' ll go tuh work an '  git a 
roo t  dey call John de Conkah an ' one dey 

call Eve-an ' -Adam [ the name o f  this 
an ' weah da ' ' bout chew [ that about 
cross , Ga . , (1074 ) , 1 7 36 : 5 . ] 

root  i s  frequently given backwards as here ] , 
you ] an ' dey say dey can ' t hUPt chah . [Way-

6 6 9 4 .  [The informant who gave this cure was a root doctor who is marked 
good. Adam weed may be Adam-and-Eve , and b lack jack weed may b e  a common oak 
called b lack jack because o f  its black bark (QuePcUB maPilandica ) of  the eas tern 
U . S . A .  Bo th these plants appear frequently in Hoodoo . It is also possible this 
root doc tor b ought all his Poots from a root s t ore or mail-order firm and was 
unfamiliar with the growing plant . The old-time root doctor who dug all his own 

ADAM WEED ROOT - BLACK JACK WEED ROOT 
FIG TREE ROOT - HICKORY ROOT 

roots was b ecoming rare in the lat e  30 ' s  
or ear ly 40 ' s .  I met few o f  them (see 
ROOT DOCTOR JOHNSON , p . l620 ; MY FIRST 
DOCTOR , p . 9 33 ; e tc . ) . Presumably these 

f our Poo ts or some o ther four Poots conquered anything within the foUP coPnePS 
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of the earth (Rev. 7 : 1 ) . ]  
Yo ' kin take de roo t o f  a hick ' ry tre e ,  Adam weed root [Adam-and-Eve] an ' fig 

tree root an ' blackj ack weed roo t [b lackj ack oak? ] an ' take it an ' boil it , bo il 
it , j es ' lak if anybody would have a bad accident or s omepin o thah , yo ' know , an ' 
jes ' la� a girl happen tuh git a cas e o f  de clapps o r  somepin othah. [Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (1438 ) , 2608 : 7 . ] 

6 69 5 .  Yo '  kin take sal tpetah 
dey calls aloes , an ' yo '  put dat 

an ' yo ' kin take whut chew calls , de medicine 
tuhgethah in some sal ts [ salt ] an ' some warm 

ALOES - SALT - SALTPETER - BATHE WITH 
OR BOIL SOME INGREDIENTS AND DRINK HOT 

OR DRINK MILK , LARD AND SALTPETER 

watah . An' yo ' kin t ake a good bath 
all ovah wi th dat s tuf f , make enough 
of i t  tuh give yo ' a good bath . Bath 
[ no t  bathe ] yo ' self all ovah . 
Den yo ' kin take anothah , dis same medi

cine an ' boil it , an ' dr ink it . Drink i t  j es '  as hot as yo ' kin at night an ' dat 
kills whutsomevah germ is  in yo ' .  An ' den aftah doin ' dat , den yo ' git chew a 
bottle of sweet milk an ' a cup of  lard an ' l emme see - an ' a tea spoon of  salt
petah an ' st ir it all . Jes ' s t ir it  all up tuhgethah an ' yo ' dr ink dat .  An ' 
den five minutes aftah dat , if yo ' hurt [ hoodooed ] yo ' ll throw i t  up . 

De white s tuff , ' xactly [ exactly ] whut yo ' done eat , yo ' know , de milk will 
come back firs ' lak dat .  Den af tah dat it comes green , whole lo t ta green s tuf f  
wi l l  come out of  yo ' sys tem ' cuz yo ' done vomit i t  up . 

(What is  that green s tuff ? ) 
· 

Dat ' s  dat poison dat is put down in yore s tomic , dat ' s  tyin ' yo ' up . 
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 00) , 950 : 3 . ] 

AMMONIA - SUGAR - BATHE WITH 
6 69 6 .  Git some sugah an ' ammonia an ' bathe yo ' 
self in it yo ' know . Wel l , yo ' bathe yo ' self , 
dat keeps de aro ss o f f  yo ' - keep it from ' im .  

[New Orleans , La . , ( 85 7 ) , 136 3 : 3 . ] 
6 6 9 7 . Yo ' go tuh a druggi s t or grocery s to ' , eithah one , an ' yo '  git chew 

some saltpetahs , s ome ammonia, household ammonia ,  bluein ' [ three ingredients ] . 

AMMONIA - BLUEING - SALTPETER : 3 INGREDIENT S  
An ' yo ' take a l l  d a t  an ' yo ' fix 
dat ingred ients tuhgethah , an ' 
yo ' use it  in de wa tah whut chew BATHE WITH 3 TIMES A WEEK 

!IJNDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 
AND WEAR SALTPETER IN SHOES 

Fridays . [ For this three evenly spaced 
(At any p ar t icular time o f  the day? ) 

bathe in . But in de meantime yo ' 
supposed tuh bathe three times a 
week : Mondays , Wednesdays an ' 

days a week , see p . 830 . ] 

Well , say , six in de mawnin ' , twelve at noon an ' six at night . [ For this 
evenly spac ed time-of-day formula , see p . 8 30 . ]  

(Any one of  tho se times or three times ? )  
Wel l , yo ' kin bathe once but eithah one of  d em hour s  yo ' kin, yo ' see . An ' 

den yo '  take d is saltp etah an ' yo ' puts it in yore shoe an ' yo ' weah i t . Dat ' ll 
perteck [protec t ]  yo ' from any kinda home or anybody tryin ' tuh do yo ' harm. 

(Well , th ere ' s also s ome of  that sal tp eter in the bath water , too . Those 
three things are all in the bath water? ) 

Yes suh. 
(Then you save some of  that salt peter and put it  in your shoe ? )  
Put i t  i n  yore shoe an ' weah it in yore shoe fo ' pertekshon [ pro t ec tion ] . 

[Algiers , La . ,  (157 7 ) , 2901 : 6 . ] 

ANT [ RED ]  NEST 
DRINATEIN - BEn=wE'TTING 

6698 . Lotta [ lot  o f ]  people , yo ' know , dey urinate 
in de baid , cain ' t  he ' p  i t . Dey goes an ' if dey uri
nate in a red ant ' s nes t , it ' ll cuz dey urine to stop . 
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It'll stop it . [Wilson, N. Car., (1461) , 2650:11.] 
6699. De red ants nest, dey say if anybody subject tuh peein ' in de baid , 

why dat'll stop ' em from p eein' in de baid. [Sumt er, s. Car., (1378), 2448:14.] 
6700. Ah heard dat dey kin take antses an' make a tea outa dem an ' stop any-

body from dripping watah. Dese red antses. 
(That will cure them.) 
Say dat ' ll keep ' em  from we ttin' de baid. [Waycross , Ga . , (1077), 1745:2.] 
6701. Fo' teas fo' s ickness, lak yo' got de yallah j&ndiae or s ompin lak 

dat. Well , yo' ketch yore ants es an' boil 'em an ' yo ' make a tea an' give it 

ANT TEA - FOR YELLOW JAUNDICE 

ANT TEA - GOOD FO' ANY KINDA "TRICKS" 

tuh 'em. 
(For yellow jaundice?) 

Yes. [Algiers, La. , (1584), 2955:6.] 
6702. Dey tell me if yo' kin git some 
red antses, take an ' carr y 'em an ' boil 

' em . Boil 'em down therly [thoroughly]. Well yo' kin take dat watah an' give 
it tuh a person an' let 'em drink it . Dat's good fo' any kinda tricks. [For 
triaksJ see TRICKS, p.280f., and elsewhere.] 

(That cures them?) 
Cures 'em, yassuh. [Brunswick, Ga., (1188), 2005:10.] 
6703. Take some syrup in a bottle an ' put it tuh a red antses bed . When it 

all git full up wit dem red antses, yo ' scald. Put s ome hot watah in dat bottle 

ANT - SYRUP - GARLIC: 3 INGREDIENTS TEA 
NOBODY KIN 11HURT" CHEW 

an' po' it out in a pot an' boil dat, 
dat red antses. Yo' gits a piece a 
[piece of] gar lic an' yo ' puts it  in 
dere an' let it boil. Well , dat is a 

dope dat it's nobody kin hurt chew. Yo ' drinks dat, dere ' s  nobody kin hurt chew. 
Unahstan' [understand] now, boil de red antses aftah yo' git ' em in de bottle . 
Put de piece a garlic in dere, strain it off an ' drink it. Nobody kin hurt chew. 

(What do you do with the syrup?) 
De syrup draws de antses intuh de bottle. [St . Petersburg, Fla., (1048), 

1703:5.] 
6704. Git a bat an' cook ' im up. Cook 11m in olive oil, stir 'im up , an ' 

rub a p erson wit dat. An' if dere's anythin ' about ' em swell up , it ' ll take 

BAT - OLIVE OIL - FOR SWELLING 

BAT - HEART IN BOTTLE - WEAR 
BODY - SALT DOWN - KEEP IN HOME 

de swellin' outa dem. 
(Anything that is ordinary swelling?) 
Dat ' s  right. [Memphis, Tenn. , (936), 1516:1.] 
6705. Ah've heard o f  de bat an' ah've heard 
o f  de frog. 
(What about the bat?) 
Well, dey say dat chew take a bat an' yo' git 

' is heart, an ' yo ' keep de heart fo' tuh weah on yore person. But dere some 
kinda way dey say dat chew put it in alcohol an' dey keep it; but it supposed 
tub be �n a small bottle an ' dey weah it on dey person . 'Dey take de rest of de 
bat an' salt 'im down lak yo' would a hide or sompin , yo ' unahstan ' ,  until he 
pet;ifies. An' when yo' tack dat up in yore house somewhere, he [you] have de 
bat an' de heart. Dat supposed tuh pertec ' [protect ] yo ' from all enemies an' 
show yo' special favahs [favors] aroun' yore home. [Memphis, Tenn. , (915 ) , 

BLACK EARTH - BLACK PEPPER - RED PEPPER POD - SULPHUR 
SEWED INTO YELLOW HOMESPUN BAG - WEAR 

1483:13.] 
6706. Now ah tell yo' 
ag'in , it have tuh be 
yo ' unahstan ' [under

stand]. Yo' have tuh git some earth from outa de groun', but yo' gotta be sure 
dat it ' s  black dust- black earth, yo ' see. Well, den yo' need tuh git halfa 
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teaspoonfu1a dis su1phuh, den yo' have tuh git halfa·teaspoonfula black peppah 

intuh a one-inch bag, yo' see, an' it have t uh be pure yal1ah homespun cloth. 

An' den yo' goes tuh work an' yo' puts dose tuhgethah, an' one red peppah. An' 

den yo' sew it  up dere in de flannen [flannel]. Heah ' s a li'le bag dat yo' 
f 1 '" ' • I I 

totes along in dat, yo' undahstan'. Well, it s no chance of no one p���n yo , 
anythin'. 

[This may be primarily a gambling hand, but it protects you against conjur-
ation of any kind.] 

(I see , eats it up.) 
Eats it up, takes it 'way . [Charleston, S .  Car., (499), 542:2.] 
6707. [The following 3 beliefs I reduced years ago to short statements or 

footnotes: Carry black master root, no one can harm you (Norfolk, Va., 476:11; 

BLACK MASTER 

BLACKSNAKE ROOT 

chew black master, if given poison , brings up (Norfolk, Va., 
530:11; informant says in Nor th Carolina black master is called 
s ilkweed (Norfolk, Va., 477:4).] [ Silkweed is the milkweed.] 
6708. Yeah, ah heard dis heah whut [you do ] ,  chew blacksnake 
root. Ah heard if somebody gives yo' a drink of poison in 

whiskey , yo' kin take piece a dis blacksnake root an' chew it up, an' yo'll 
vomick up whut dey have give yo'. [ Fayetteville, N .  Car., (1398), 2517:12.] 

6709. Dey tell me dat if a woman wants tuh take de uppah han's [hands] of a 
.an an' take him in, dat chew [the woman] kin draw de blood from a' animal an' 

BLOOD FROM ANIMAL IN FOOD OR DRINK CASTS SPELL 
CURE BY HITTING AND DRAWING BLOOD FROM SPELL-CASTER 

put it in any kinda thing 
he eat or in ' is whiskey -
jis' so long as yo' git it 
inside a him - an' dey have 

de upperturns of yo' in any way dey intend tuh do it. De only way dat yo' kin 
git loose from dat, whut ah learnt, jis' take somepin an' strike where yo' kin 
draw de blood from dem [the woman]. See, den yo ' kin git loose from dat. 

(They use the blood from any kind of an animal?) 
Any creepin' animal [so that the man will creep or crawl at her command]. 

[Waycross, Ga., (1159), 1934:7.] 
6710. De're [there are] things 

by things in de fo'ks of de road. 
dat chew kin wish fo', things offa peoples, 
Why yo' kin git a pretty [new?] han'ke'cheff 

BLOOD - 1 DROP OF - FROM WART OR MOLE 
ON NEW HANDKERCHIEF DROPPED AT FORKS OF ROAD 

or somepin, yo' know, draw peo
ple's 'tenshun [attention] dat 
yo' wanta [get]. An' drop it in 
de fo'ks of de road yo ' know. An' 

jes' take it [handkerchief] an' pick dose place like a mole or a wart, an' pick 
it an' put a drop of blood on it [handkerchief]. An' drop it in de fo'ks of de 
road an' someone pick it up, why hit'll [mole or wart will] leave yo' an' dey 

BRIMSTONE - EATING 

BURN - ANYTHING CAUSING WITCHCRAFT 

gits it. [Waycross, Ga., (1172), 1978:3.] 
6711. If yo' are hurt, eat brimstone. 
[Wilmington, N .  Car., (243), 165:11+85.] 
6712. [Articles buried are burnt up.] Put 
'em [in] de fiah an' den dey git hot an' bus' 

an' shoot jis' lak a gun. [Shot is from bott le found by doctor!] [Wilmington, 

BURN - 2 PACKAGES IN RED FLANNEL - HOLDING 
6 ADAM-AND-EVE- DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRINGS 
RUNNING HUCKLEBERRY - 4 RUSTY NAILS 

FOUND BURIED UNDER DOOR AND BED 

N .  Car . , (289), 207:3+85. ] 
6713. [This case of witchcraft 
occurred near Leland, Brunswick Co., 
N .  Car. It is not much of a s tory 
but the ingredients and cure are in
teresting. A doctor from Sumter, 

S. Car., cleared up the case by finding two packages, one buried at the front 
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door and the other in the ground under the house and beneath the woman's bed . 
Each package contained 6 Adamrand-Eve roots, balls from devil's shoestring roots, 
running huckleberry vine roots, and 4 rusty nails, each package wrapped in red 
flannel. The roo t doctor burnt bo th packages.] [Wilmington, N. Car., ( 204), 
110:2+85. ] 

6714 . Dey use 
goin' on de s tage 

buzzard oil tub make people limbah, yo ' know , in acts when yo' 
or sompin lak dat - de show axe [acts ] .  [See aZso pp.422-423 

BUZZARD OIL OR GREASE - MAKES LIMBER 

BUZZARD GREASE - RHEUMATISM 

and elsewhere. ] [Memphis, Tenn . ,  (1524 ) ,  
27 23:13.] 
6715. Ah heard dat chew git a buzzard 
an' stew de grease outa  him an ' hit's 
good fo ' de rheumatism or good fo ' any 

kinda thing yo' wanta use it fo'. [Waycross, Ga., (1077), 1745:1 . ]  
6716. Yo ' kin take a buzzard an '  cut 'im in fo' pieces [to represent the 

4 corners of the world, see Rev. 7:1] an ' yo ' take dat buzzard an' yo' kin fry -
him. Fry him an' yo' kin take 

BUZZARD - CUT IN 4 PARTS - FRY FOR RHEUMATISM de grease whut come from dat 
buzzard an ' yo' kin cure any 

rheumatism. Heard dat concernin' buzzard. [Florence, S. Car., (1331), 2290:5.] 
6717. Take a buzzard , take ' im clean [clean him] an' boil ' im out tuh a li ' le 

grease , an ' take dis grease yo ' unnahstan ' .  An' j is' take a li'le bottle - keep 
de bott le all de time. An' time yo ' feel a stiff j o int , rub de stiff j oint, an ' 
da t'll j is '  remove yuh pains from yo' . [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1043), 1693:8 . ]  

6718. Kill zim [kills him] yo' know. 
BUZZARD - APHRODISIAC (Kills a buzzard?) 

Yes sir, an' take de grease an' grease yoreself, makes 
yo' limbah, yo' know, an' supple. 

(What do you do that for?) 
Dey say dat ' s jis ' tuh make yo' supple an ' able befo' de women an ' diff'ren 

thin ' s  lak dat, yo' know. [St . Petersburg, Fla., (1021), 1652:4.] 

CEDAR LEAVES BURNED - ODOR IN CLOTHES 
KEEPS YO ' FROM KETCHIN ' GERMS 

6719. Take cedah leaves an ' burn dem an' 
git de odor in 'mongst yore clothes, an' 
dat will keep yo ' from ketchin ' any kinda 
germs. Lak yo' goin' in some places dat 

way an' burn cedah, an' git de odah [odor] in yore clothes, dat keeps yo ' from 
ketchin' germs. [ Memphis, Tenn., (1524), 2723:15.] 

CEDAR , OIL OF - TOENAIL DIRT - ON COTTON IN EARS 
CURES HEADACHE CAUSED BY CONJURATION 

6720 . If yo ' re hurt from 
sompin somebody have did yo' 
lak cunjurin' yo ' lak dat, yo ' 
take de dirt from undahneat' 

of yore toenails. An' take it an' wet it wit dis oil of cedah an' weah it in a 
piece of cotton in each one of yore ears. Yo' stop yore headache, if yo ' re hurt 
in sompin . 

(That is i f you have a headache from being hurt?) 
Dat's whut ah said. Lak if somebody, yo' know , do sompin tuh yo' lak dat 

cunj ure. Not if yo' j is' git hit about de haid [and get a headache ] .  [Even 
being hit on the head and getting a headache could be caused by conjuration, evil 
wishing, et c . ]  [Memphis, Tenn . ,  (932), 1515:7 . ]  

6721 . Yo' kin take cedah an' make a 
CEDAR AND GRAPEVINE - BATH FOR SWELLINGS bath, in yore feets or laigs where yo' 

have swellin' lak dat. Yo' boil dat 
an ' make a tea-lak an' bath. An' also grapevine. [Memphis, Tenn., (1553), 
2828:4.] 
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CHICKEN OR CAT - BLACK 

CHICKEN EGG AND FALLEN WOMB 

6722. Black cat, a black chicken. An' if yo' git 
hurt, a snake bit chew or anythin ', yo' cut dem 
open live an' put it on dere . It'll draw all de 
poison out . [Waycross, Ga . ,  (1121) ,  1803:6.] 
6723. [To replace fallen womb, boil hen egg hard 
and stick up in womb . Fallen womb of course can 

be caused by conjuration or witchcraft . Womb and vagina frequently confused . ]  
[Washington, D . C . ,  (630a ) ,  813: 1. ]  

6724. Yo' take a black hen aig an' write o n  it, i f  yo' think anybody is tryirr 
tub rootwork yo' or anythin' lak dat . Yo' write on it whut chew want dat aig tub 

BLACK-HEN EGG - HEALTH MESSAGE ON 
BURY AT CENTER OF GATE 

do, tub protect yo' in whut way, an' bury it 
at de centah of yore gate. An' if anybody 
come in yore yard wit anythin' dat means yo' 
any harm, why it will turn back tub dem. 

[This is called returning the spe l l. ]  [Brunswick, Ga., (1206), 2036:8.] 

BLACK CHICKEN FEATHERS - BURN 
SO THAT PATIENT WITH SPELL CAN SMELL 

6725. Yo' take dat, but it must be a black 
chicken, black feathahs, an' yo' put it in 
a bucket. Take de feathahs an' put it in 
a bucket an' burn 'em while dey havin' 

spells . Jes' let 'em hol' dere nose right down ovah it lak dat, an' dey soon 
well. Dey won' have no mo'. [ Sumter, S .  Car., (1370), 2429:1.] 

CHICKEN FEATHERS - FRIZZLY CHICKEN 
6726. Dat's de way ah heard about a friz
zled chicken. Take a frizzled chicken an' 
if dere any poison aroun' yore house, if 

anybody put down any poison fo' yo' an' yo' got a frizzled chicken in dere, he 
&it it up . [Waycro ss, Ga., ( 1110), 1784: 3.] 

6727. If dere's [ a ]  chicken out in yore yard an' as long as she stays friz
zled, nobody cain't hur t chew, but if she gits necked [naked] , someone's tryin' 
�bury somethin' [cunjure ] aroun' yo' . An' ah've heard a black hen's good 
luck around . [Mobile, Ala., (664), 874: 3.] 

6728 . Anybody put down any poison fo' yo', a frizzly chicken'll pick it up. 
AD' when dat frizzly chicken picks it up, hit'll [it will ] turn red an' shed 
off evah feathah off an' turn j is' as red as a piece of beef. [The skin of the 
cbicken turns red after the feathers are shed. ] [ Charleston, S. Car., (about 
SOO), 543:7+85.] 

6729 . If anybody's trying tub HOODOO an' got anything buried round yore 
bouse, a frizzly chicken will scratch it up an' yo' kin find it in dat way. 
fVicksburg, Miss . ,  (about 717), 987: 4.] 

6730 . A frizzly chicken, if anybody bury anything in yore yard dat is not 
clean, dat frizzly chicken will dig it up an' he become naked; an' if it's too 
strong, hit'll kill 'im.  

[Among many examples of frizzly chickens digging up p lanted obj ects of cunjure 
or poison, this is about the only time I ever heard o f  the chicken being killed . ] 
[For other examples of frizzly chickens, see pp.59-63.] [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1206) , 
2036:10 . 1  

6731 . [The following chicken manure bel iefs and others I heard several hun
dred times, so often I did not record many of the duplicates . The locus c lassi
� for this rite must be - but let me quote myself: the story to ld by Vander's 
wife i s  sure ly an unsurpassab le account for this rite (No.ll89, p.428), her story 
itself in No . 888, p.319) . These beliefs are also scattered throughout INTERVIEWS 
aDd elsewhere . ]  

Well, dey say if someone bite chew an' yo' goes in de henhouse an' yo' use, 
yo' know, whut de hen perform, an' yo' rub it all in [the bite] an' yo' bandage 
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it aroun ' dere an' weah it aroun ' dere till - yo' gotta draw de spit [from the 
bite] out . Yo' weah it aroun '  dere at leas t  - some say 24 hours, aftah yo ' git 

dat paste on dere lak a li ' le pad . Den yo' weah 
CHICKEN OF ANY COLOR - MANURE dis band aroun' dere 24 hours , until it - it ' ll 

graj ' ly [gradually ] go in dere drawin' de poison 
out dey teeth bite. An ' 'is teeth will rot out. Hit'll take effec t on ' is own 
mouth. De poison'ZZ [come] out of yore flesh intuh ' is [bit er ' s ] mouth. [Fay
etteville, N .  Car . , (1395), 2508:6.] 

6 7 32 ·• Well , dey say if a person bit chew , all yo' have tuh do is gi t some 
chicken manure an ' put it on de sore where dat person bit chew, an' yore t eeth 
will fall out - jes' rot out . 

(Any kind of  chicken manure?) 
Any kind. 
[I have included this belief here because it states "any kind . "  The same 

belief is found everywhere. including Mobile. Ala., (704-706), 969 : 2; Charleston , 
S .  Car . , (511), 517:3; etc . ] [ Fayet t evi lle, N. Car . , (1390) , 249 1: 9 . ]  

6733. Where dey bite chew , yo' take , yo ' know, 
MANURE FROM BLACK CHICKEN chicken manure, an' rub on dat place where dey bite 

yo' an' yore teeth [bit er ' s] will rot out . 
(What kind of chicken manure do they use? ) 

Black chicken. [St. Petersburg , Fla . ,  (99 7 ) , 1613:8. ] 
6734. Well, be sure it ' s  a bla ck hen. Watch 'er where she goin' an ' , yo' 

know [her ] mess, yo' take dat an '  rub it  ovah dat bite. Tell me dat ' ll split 
de person [biter' s]  teeth . 

(Do what? ) 
Dat'll rot dere teeth . 
[Usually these c hicken manure rites mean a hen, chicken almost always being 

a synonym for hen. At the moment I do not recall manure from a black rooster. ] 
[Brunswick , Ga., (1179 ) , 1991 : 13, ] 

6735. Take black chicken manure an ' put on it, on de bite. An ' j es ' lak if 
anybody bite chew , jes' go an' git some black chicken manure an' put it on dere, 
an ' all yore teeth rotten out . [ Sumt er , S. Car., (1368) , 2426:4.] [The same 
belief from: Richmond, Va., (404) , 353:7; and Norfolk, Va., (about 464), 454:6,] 

6736. Rub th e b lack part of chicken manure [black chicken' s manure not speci
fied ] on bit and biter's teeth will rot out . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (717 or 718) , 

988:4 .] 
CHICKEN MANU RE - BITES- TEETH- MISCELLANEOUS 6737 . If a black-gummed person 

bites you , put black hen manure 
on the b ite and the biter's teeth wil l decay and drop out . [Washington, D.C., 
(abou t  6 22 ) , 799 :4.] 

6 7 38� Put black hen manure on bi te , heals bite and rots biter's teeth. [The 
healing of the bite is understood in all these rites; the biter's teeth dropp ing 
out is a revenge rite . ] [Mob ile, Ala. , (676), 898 : 3.]  

6739 . Ah've heard p eople say that if  anybody bite chew, yo' could take brown 
chicken manure an' use it on i t  as a salve , an' it would rot dere teeth out . 
[Brunswick, Ga., (1174), 1981:3 . ]  

6740. If a person bites yo' , yo ' kin go an' git black hen's manure an' rub 
it on dere , an' dere [the biter's] teeth will turn black , too . [Wilson , N . Car . , 
(1454), 2644:20.,----

----

6 741. To make teeth fall out, place chicken dung on [victim's ] t eeth while 
he is asleep or drunk. [Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 511 ), 577:3. ] 

6 742.  Soak black manure from a hen about three days in whiskey; give to per
son to make loose t eeth . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (756), 1036:3 . ] 
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Chicken manure in food rots teeth. [Mobile, Ala., (674), 890:2.} 
Black hen manure in co f f ee rots teeth. [Mobile, Ala., (� 656), 

6745. Place skin from a black hen on bit e to make biter's teeth fall out. 
[Bichmond , Va . , (38 3 ) , 325 : 8.] 

6746. Yo' take some black pepp ah an' sa lt an' sulphur an ' a piece of ha.e
spun; put a piece of homespun around it. Take blac k peppah, salt an' sulphur 
an' put it on dat [package] an' as it burns tell it whut chew want it tuh do 
an' dey won ' t come back any mo'. Take a piece of new homespun an' cut it nice 

CIRCLE: NEW HOMESPUN CUT IN SHAPE OF 
iRAP UP 3 INGREDIENTS: SALT - BLACK PEPPER - SULPHUR 

AS PACKAGE BURNS - SAY 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
AND TELL IT WHUT YO' WAN' IT TUH DO 

pinch of sulphur - sulphur an' salt [and black pepper ] 
say, In de Name of de Fathah, Name of de Son, an' Name 
chew want it tub do. 

[demons trates] . 
(Cut it round like a cir
c le.) 
Yes, yo ' have tub cut it 
out lak a c ircle. Den as 
yo' take sulphur, take a 
an' put it tuhgethah an' 
of de Holy Ghost, whut 

(That will make them stay away.) [Fayetteville, N. Car. , (1414a), 2 256:3 . ]  
6747. If someone is tryin' t o  harm yo', yo ' take yore undahsui t an' turn it 

vrongside out an' yo' weah it [that way] . An ' yo '  take some p arsley , an' put it 
in eac h  shoe. An' dey c an't harm yo'. [New 

CLOTHES- WORN WRONG SIDE OUT Orleans, La., (859 ) ,  1366:4.] 
674 8 . Yo' take a fella h or a woman or any age 

dat suffahs wit rheumatism. Put one piece of coppah in end of one shoe, o ne 
piece of galvanized iron i n  de othah, 

COPPER - GALVANIZED IRON - RHEUMATISM an' regardless of whethah he is walkin ' 
in de street, tuhday he don't need no 

�ck. Dat ' s providin' he takes de rubbah off de heel of de shoe. Gravity draws 
de pain right on out. [New Orleans, La. , ( 816 ) ,  1158:4. ] 

6 7 49 . Yo ' git some corn shucks an' yo' boil 'em an ' y o' 
CORN SHUCKS -MEASLES make a tea. An' don' let 'er drink no watah, no co ld 

watah or othah kinda wa tah, excep'  da t. An' dat 'll drive 
it out an ' dry it up [meas les ] .  [New Orleans, La . ,  ( 855 ) ,  1352:9 . ]  

6750. Fo' spells [this is], if somebody put spells on a person. 
..es dat [manure] tuh make dat, if yo' wanta make a tea or anything 
Ah calls dem fits. Git dat [manure] - but chew know yo ' boils it -

CDl: BULL MANURE 
cow or a bull calf. Dey use de he one. 
(The manure. ) 

An' dey 
fo' fits. 
from a bull 

Yes, but chew ketc h it whilst it ' s  hot , an ' den yo' boils 
4aL .  An' den aftah y o' boil it, y o' kin make a poult ice of it. Dat fur as ah 
kaov of da t. He weahs it [the poultice]. Dat - why yo' je s' put it tuh de per
.ao. Dat's fo' fits or any kinda spell a pe rs on put on yo ' . [Sumter, s. Car., 

(138 2 ) ,  2457:4.] 
aJiil MANURE FOR BOILS 6 751. If yo' got a boil - jes' lak a boil grow on yo' -

take dat cow manure an' warm i t  an' tie it dere. Dey say 
dat will bring it tuh a head. [Sumter, S. Car . , (1355), 2375:4.] 

COW DUNG - SALT - BOIL AND BATHE FEET 
THROW USED BATH WATER TO SUNDOWN SIDE 

&AITLESNAKE DUST - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER - IN SHOES 

6 7 52. Dey tell me dat 
chew git a po'tion [por
tion not potion] of rat
tlesnake dust, red peppah, 
gunpowdah in yore shoes, 

._t'll cuz [ caus e] yo' tuh have achin' an' swellin '  j ' int s an' stuff. Dat'll put 
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a spell on yo'. 
( Sort of swell up your feet or make your j oints ache? ) 
Yeah, yore j' fnts ache, an' swell yore j ' ints up , too .  
(Well , is there any way you can cure that , I wonder? ) 
Yessir , yo' go tuh a cow stall an ' yo' git dat dung, dat rakin ' of de cow 

stall where de cow trample . 
(The cow manure? ) 
Yeah. Yo ' take dat an ' yo' boil dat an' yo' bathe yore feets in dere. Yo' 

dilute dat an ' put a li ' le salt in it. Bat he yore feets in dere wit dat . An ' 
yo' take dat an ' yo' THROW DAT SUNDOWN SIDE . DAT MEANS FO ' DE MISERY TUH GO 
DOWN, de sweat of it goes down an' de mis'ry [misery ] tuh go out . Yo' throw 
dat sundown side . [Fayetteville , N . Car., (1396),  2510 : 11. ] 

6753 . Run a cow until hot, catch the warm dung, and make tea for dropsy. 
[Vicksbur g ,  Miss., (about 745),  1016:1 . ]  

COW MANURE 
6754. Tea from dried cow or horse manure for locked 
bowels . [Vicksburg, Miss . , (776) ,  1072:5 . ]  

MISCELLANEOUS CURES 
6755. Cow dung tea for whooping cough . [Vicksburg , Miss., 
(741), 1010:11 . ] 
6756 . A dew-poison sore , caused by walking in the grass 

and ge t ting scratched by a briar , cured by poultice of fresh cow manure . [Mo
b ile, Ala., (701 or 702),  961:9. ] 

675 7. If poisoned, take fresh cow manure, salt peter , make tea, drink 3 t imes 
a day. [Mobile , Ala . ,  (650) , 941:8. ] 

6758 . [The following medical rite I marked doubtful years ago and was about 
to throw it out with the discards . Years later on taking a second look I saw 
something unseen preyiously. Why did I keep it ? Suppose we take a look : ] 

COW MANURE - BLACK PEPPER - DIRT DAUBER NEST - VINEGAR 
WITH THESE BANDAGE YOUR OWN LEFT LEG EVERY MORNING 

FOR OTHER PERSON' S DISEASE 

(Cow manure? What do 
you do with t hat ? )  
Yo' kin take cow manure, 
vinegah, dirt daubah 
nest an' black peppah 

an' if a person is got a disease, yo' kin keep dat disease on ' em  wit dat cow 
manure , an' d irt  daubah nest an ' vinegah an' black peppah . [An excellent opening 
statement!] Yo ' weah a bandage on yuh laig , on yuh lef ' laig jis ' evah mawnin ' ,  
j is '  put a fresh bandage on. An' jis '  as long as dat bandage is applied tub yo', 
dat dis ease will be applied tub dat person. 

(The person has the disease to begin with, you mean? ) 
Yes ,  sir . 
(I see. Well , how do I know which person to apply it t o?)  
Well , i t ' s  j is '  lak if somebody would come tub yo ' an' tell yo' an ' say , "So

an ' -so-an ' -so is got a case of shankles or a case of pox or samepin , an' DEY BEEN 
WASTIN ' TIME WIT MAH DAUGHTAH" or somepin . An ' dey say ,  "If d ere ' s  any way dat 
ah kin keep it on ' em, ah wanta tub do so." Well, den yo ' [ the author ] know whut 
tub tell 'em tub do [when they come to you ] . 

(Get this person ' s name and put the bandage on [PUT THE PERSON' S NAME ON THE 
BANDAGE! ] .  I see . ) [My seeing at the time was not very good! ] 

[Here we have a remarkable folk-medicine rite, one of  t he finest beliefs in 
Hoodoo, and yet I missed it! Perhaps I was t ired , o ften interviewing for hours 
at a time . An experienced folklorist will immediately recogniz e :  (1) the 4 in
gredients put in the bandage are about the commonest in folk medicine , cow manure 
a well-known ointment; and ( 2) that some doatoPs claim the power of being able to 
ab sorb a disease (see No . l007 , p.387). For another example of t he lat ter , some 
wart doctors pretend to, or are said to, aatah all t he warts they remove. In the 
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present case however, we do not have an absoPbtion rite, but a substitution rite ; 
the absorbtion being only a pretense like the birth pangs of the husband in the 
couvade ! The father in our present rite by pretending to have the venereal dis
ease of his daughter ' s paramour, keeps it upon the man permanently! Surely there 
must have been a time limit for the father 's acting ! ] [New Orleans, La.lt (883), 

COW MILK - BLINDNESS 

LIVE THINGS IN YOU 

1456:1.1 
6759. Cure for blindness caused by spell . Bathe eyes 
every mawnin' with fresh cow milk and beaten-up egg. Do 
for seven [consecutive] mawnin's. [Washington , D. C., (?) , 
819 : 1. ] 
6760. Person with snakes [in them] gets down on knees 
over milk [hold open mouth over the milk], snakes will 

come out .  [Norfolk, Va., (in 470' s) , 496:2.] 
6 761. Lizard removed with sweet milk and sulphur. [Wilmington, N. Car., 

(320), 254:6.] 
6762. You mean poison, hoodoo-like? 
(Yes. ) 
Yo' git a teacup fulla sweet 

petah about big as a red bean. 

COW MILK - GREASE - SALTPETER 
MAGIC OF DIMINISHING SIZE 

milk, halfa teacup of grease, piece of salt
[Magic of diminishing size.] 
(A red bean.) 
Piece of saltpetah about as big as a red bean. 
Yo ' take all dat an' mix dat tuhgethah an' 'give 
it tuh yo' an' let yo' drink it. An' yo' vomit 

it up or eithah it ' ll kill it 
Ala ., (67 9), 973:4. ] 

[the poison], kill it on de inside of yo'. [Mobile, 

6763 . Milk from a black cow could kill disease, rash, or any kinda disease 
dat children has. [Black cow milk is fairly common in Hoodoo, see DoatoP Lind

say , MY FIRST DOCTOR in Hoodoo, v.2, p.938, 6 lines from bottom 
BLACK COW MILK of page. ] [Fayet teville, N. Car., (1419a), 2559:6.] 

6764. If a person got a wen on dere arm or anywhere about 'em, 
an' wanted tuh git rid of dat wen, when a person dies, yo' kin go dere an' jis' 

take dat wen an' wipe it on 'em jis' ' fore 
DEAD PERSON - RUB WEN DOWNWARD ON dey git cold, or eithah wash it down. Jis' 

CURE BEGINS WITHIN 3 DAYS take it an' wipe it on 'em. An' when dey 
bury dat person, in three day's time dat com

.ence tub wizen [wither or shrivel] away an' it 'll go. [The verb to wizen, from 
tbe Anglo-Saxon , is obsolete, though it lingers on as dialect.] [Sumter, S. Car., 
(1368), 2422:2.] [Bone from dead cures warts, No.8027, p.3409.] 

6765. If yo' is sick, if somebody put a bad spell on yo', why yo'll have 
faany feelin 's . Dat spell will stay on yo', dat funny feelin' will stay in yo' 

DIAGNOSIS - WHETHER PATIENT WITCHCRAFTED 
all de time. If yo' sick [have an 
ordinary sickness], dat pain will go 
an' come. But if somebody put a spell 

aa yo', dat spell keep aworkin ' on yo', keep aworkin' on yo' all de time, till 
J01 goes tub somebody tuh take dat spell offa yo'. [Diagnosis to determine 
�ther the patient has an ordinary illness or has b een huPt or witaharafted, is 
an important matter in the practice of hoodoo curing. See v.l, pp . l65-217 for 

DDlT DAUBER 
(1) CURES POISON BY HOODOO 

examples.] [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 654:8. ] 
6 7 66. Ah've see 'em take dis li'le bit of wasp 
or dirt daubahs, yo' know de're white. Ah've 
seen 'em [doatoP] take dem [dirt daubers] an' go 

cab places dat people were poisoned. Dat is some ways tuh beat 'em out dere 
.aaey. [These people ] thought dey were poisoned. An' [these doatoPs] have 'em 
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in dere han' an' claim dey would cure 'em an' take out dose things in ' em. Dey 
gotta take out dose things, but dey didn't take 'em out. 

(How did they do it then?) 
Dey [doctors] carried 'em [dirt daubers] dere wit 'em. [Informant is skepti

cal about a doctor removing dirt daubers (usually if not always dead ones) from 
a person. He believes the doctor brought the insects with him and used a little 
sleight of hand.] [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1450), 2636:4. ] 

6767. If a man give yo ' some poison - yo' git de poison in yo' . Den yo' make 
a tea out de dirt daubah nest an' drink it, an' dat' ll kill it. [Sumter, S. Car. ,  
(1361), 2401:2. ] 

6768. Yes, sir, she eats that herself. Well, she eats that for to do away 
with children. She eats that, fourteen of them [the insects] to destroy her 

(2) ABORTION - TO CAUSE 

(3) BABY - DELIVERY OF 

kids, if she is more than two months gone. If she 
is less than two months, she takes less than that -
less dirt dauber - to destroy her kid. [New Or
leans, La., (809), 1138:2. ] 
6769. (The dirt dauber's nest. What do you do 
with that?) 

Well, that will make her have a baby quick. If she's lingerin', yo' kin take 
some dirt dauber' s nest an' make some tea, an ' she'll soon come. [Memphis, 
Tenn., (1542), near 2788:9.] 

6770. Dirt dauber nest, make tea, give it to woman in labor, it'll he'p 
[help] 'er tuh come ' cross. [Informant, a former midwife, called it three
fingah dirt daubah.] [Mobile, Ala. , ( ? ) ,  900:6. ] 

6771. Dirt daubah is fo' labah [labor] pains. [Vicksburg, Miss. , (731), 
1002:6.] 

6772. Use dirt daubah 's nest fo ' delivahin' babies. Dey makes a tea of dat. 
Weah it in yore clothes an' bring yo' good luck. Put dirt daubah whah yore 
sweetheart is an ' he'll give yo' money an' be good tuh yo' . [Fayetteville, N. 
Car. , (1452), 2639:14.] 

6773. Dey use dat fo' ·medicine. Yo' kin take dirt daubah nest an' make medi
cine outa it an ' if a baby has measles or anything lak dat, de trash [thrush], 

yo ' kin make a tea outa it an' wash dat baby 's 
(4) BABY - MEASLES - THRUSH mouth, or bathe it when it got de thrash an' it 

daubah nest. 
6774. If 

yo' thought 

done good. Now ah have made teas outa dirt 
[Waycross, Ga. , (1120a), 1801:2. ] 

yo' thought somebody wuz HOODOOIN' yo' or if yo' had any pain an' 
it came from somebody' s work dat had anything on yo' , dat chew kin 

(5) DIRT DAUBER NEST AND VINEGAR 
use a plastahs on dat part wit dirt daub
ah, wit de eithah pound dat up or let it 
dissolve in vinegah an' use dat applica

tion. It will give relief. [Sumter, S. Car., (1374), 2437:3. ] 
6775. Well, yo' kin take a dirt daubah nest an' vinegah an' make a poultice 

tuh carry away a sprain. [Wilson, N. Car., (1454), 2046:12. ] 
6776. If yo' sprain yo ' arm or yo ' foot, yo ' leg, mix it up wit vinegah an ' 

tie it roun' dere, bandage a cloth aroun' dat. Dat' s all ah know fo' dirt daubah 
nests. [New Orleans, La., (824), 1195:5. ] 

6777. If yo' swole, got a whole lotta swellin' in yo ', go git chew a dirt 
daubah nest an' jis' knock de dirt daubah nest down. An' take some vinegah an ' 
try tuh ketch de dirt daubah if yo' kin. If yo ' don' t it's all right. An ' make 
yo ' a poultice an' put it dere, an' dat take DE SWELLIN ' WHERE YO' THINK YO 'RE 
CUNJURED. [Wilson, N. Car., (1455), 2646:18. ] 

6778. [I know] evahthin ' about it. Yo' take yo ' some vinegah an' dirt daub-
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ah, yo' see, an' yo' mix it up jis' lak a salve-lak, yo' see, an' lay it on yore 
face wit a rag, yo' see. Plastah it on yore face. Dat bring dat swellin' down. 
[New Orleans, La., (823), 1192:4.] 

6779. Mud daubah nest is only good for fevahs an' diff'ren' things lak dat. 
Yo' break dat up an' put it in vinegah. [New Orleans, La., (815), 1153:3.] 

6780. [That [dirt dauber] is good for sprain, vinegar and soda. Dampen it 
and put it on a sprain?) 

[I am repeating what was said while recording machine turned off.] 
Dampen it. [Memphis, Tenn., (938), 1519:7.] 
6781. Makes up a salve wit it, wit some dirt daubah nest, saltpetah, chewin' 

tobacca an' yo' make a salve. Now yo' kin put it in a li' le - ah dunno [don't 
know] how much yo' 

(6) DIRT DAUBER NEST - VINEGAR- SALTPETER - TOBACCO goin' make up, but 
put chew a li' le vine

gab in it an' it' s jis' lak a mustard, yo' know, jis' lak prepared mustard. Make 
a li'le of dat an' put it on de place an' see whut it will do fo' yo' [recording 
aachine stopped, see tater] . 

(What will that cure for example?) 
Well, jis' lak a latta people - yo' know yo' got a misery in yore ankle, cain't 

stand up on yore ankle. Dey [person working spell against you] got chew down in 
yore knees. 

(You said before [while machine turned off] that it ki t ts off a lot of  hoodoo 
?r.u;iness . )  

Hoodoo business. [New Orleans, La., (1558, Peg Leg' s wife), 2982:13.] 
6782. If bitten by a dog, catch the dog, cut hair off end of his tail, bury 

under the steps. Keeps you from bein' poisoned. [This is an unusual version of 
"the hair of the dog that bit you." Poison here does 

DOG HAIR - FOR DOG BITE not mean hoodoo poison but rabies. Even so, persons 
could have been found who would have said some evil

�oded person sent a mad dog to bite the victim, thus making it a hoodoo poison 
affair.] [Mobile, Ala., (666), 887:10.] 

DOG MANURE - FOR ASTHMA 6783. Yo' take - jis' lak if a person has tzme, a dog 
dat ' is passage be turnin' white. Yo' git holt of it. 

Yo' take dat an' yo' burn dat an' put it intuh ' bacca an' let ' im [patient] smoke 
it, an' it' s good fo' de 1zm�. [Brunswick, Ga., (1206), 2037:7.] 

6784. Take dogwood tree an' give it fo' neuralgee. 
(How do you do that?) 
Yo' take de no' th side of a dogwood tree an' boil it. Skin off de top part 

of de bark, dat will cure neuralgee. 
(What do you do with that?) 

lOGWOOD BARK - NEURALGIA Yo' take about dat much [demonstrates] in yore han', 
DIMINISHING AMOUNT RITE ' bout dat much in yore han', an' yo' put it IN A QUART 

OF WATAH AN' BOIL IT DOWN TO A PINT. [This is the 
-cic rite of diminishing amount , which like the magic of increasing amount is 
fairly common in Hoodoo . ]  Dey tole me it cures neuralgee. Jis' boil it an' 
.crain it an' drink de tea. [Wilson, N. Car., (1499), 2667:13.] 

6785. Jis' lak yo' git 
lOGWOOD BARK- FROM EAST AND WEST SIDES - BLUESTONE hurt or anythin', somebody 

done ��d yo', well yo' 
kiD [get] dat [dogwood] an' bathe in it. Yo' put bluestone, yo' take de bark 
aff de dogwood tree, take de bark offa de east side an' de west side an' kinda 
�il it yo' know down. Yo' drinks dat. Well, dat' ll bring dat stuff on back 
c.h yo' • 
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(If anybody has put any stuff [ hoodoo ] in you?) 
Yeah. [Memphis , Tenn. , (1550) , 2818:5 . ]  
6786. Yo ' scrub yuh steps wherevah yo ' may be , yo ' know , down wit de nine 

buckets of hydrant watah ; [ I mean ] eight buckets down, yo ' know , an ' de las ' 

DRAGON'S BLOOD OR INCENSE - FUMIGATE SELF WITH 
HYDRANT WATER - SCRUB STEPS WITH 9 BUCKETS OF 

THROW 8 BUCKETS DOWN - 9TH BUCKET UP 

bucket throw it up . An '  smoke 
yo ' self in dragon's blood an ' 
wash yo ' self down wit linseed 
o il. 

SALT AND URINE ABOUT STEPS (What will that do ? )  
Dat ' ll keep ' em from harmin '  yah . 

An ' ke ep yuh salt throwed aroun ' yah steps , wit chambah lye - yah know, yah urine . 
[There are many scrubbing rites in Hoodoo, most o f  them from New Orl eans , some 

o f  them complicated. For a few of these beliefs see margin titles WATER and WATER 
THROWN (pp . 740-74 3) and SCRUBBING in INDEX (vol . S ) . The present 9 buckets o f  hy
drant water - considered running water and there fore o f  magic power - ar e for 
rinsing what has been scrubbed . Eight buckets are dashed down; the ninth bucket 
is tossed up into the air , either all at one time or a par ticular number o f times .] 

(You do all these things together ? ) 
Yo ' mix dat [salt and urine] but yo ' smoke yuhself in a new can by itself wit 

dragon ' s blood ; or insan t [inc ense ] ,  dat ' s  good . [This is a pro t ect ion rite 
against hoodoo of any kind.] [New Orleans, La., (814), 1145:10.] 

6787. If yo' in trouble wi t high pains an ' yo' been in trouble wit high 
pains, yo ' ll go an' g it chew a young duck , an ' re gardless of where dat pain is , 

jis ' cut dat duck open ' live an' lie it 
DUCKLING CUT OPEN LIVE - FOR PAIN ontuh 'is nachel [ natural ] skin , an ' when

why dat pain is 

(Be gone?) 

evah dat duck is daid , an ' dat duck git cold , 
' sposed [ suppo sed] tuh be gone. 

Dat be gone. It draws out, it be gone ,  don '  chew undahstan ' • [ Sumt er, S .  
Car., (137 5), 2438:2.] 

6788. Dey t i e  it roun ' 
git ' em an' go on all down 

yo ' , anywhah dat chew have cramps . Some t ime dey 
' em ,  some kinda cramp. Say yo' gits a cramp . 

EELSKIN - CRAMPS OR RHEUMATISM 
(That eelskin. ) [Fayet tevill e ,  N. Car., 
(1396) , 2514:10.] 
678 9 . (Eelskin? ) 

Fo ' rheumatism an ' cramps . 
679 0. If a person b ites 

action , yore action an' put 

[Sumter, S .  Car . , ( 1343), 2327:9 . ]  
yo ' wit blue gums , yo ' kin take a li ' le of yore 
it on dere an ' rub it in dere roun ' good . 

EXCREMENT - HUMAN: FOR BITE OF BLUE-GUMMED PERSON 
BURN SULPHUR - PUT ON BITE - RUB BIT E ROUND 

INSIDE GLASS OF WATER - BLOW BREATH INTO 3 TIMES 
BITER WILL SU F FER WITH PYORRHEA - LOSE ALL T EETH 

(Rub it into the bit e?) 
Yeah, an' go git chew some 
sulphuh an ' burn it an ' put 
it on dere , an ' slip tuh 'is 
house . When yo ' git dere, 
an' jis '  lak yo' wanta a 

drink of watah , say, " Gi t me a glass o f  watah - git me some watah . "  An' carry 
a li ' le dat burnt sulphuh wit chew an ' - now, lak yo ' wan' some watah . Rub it 
roun ' intuh da t glass an' blow yore breath in it three times an ' set i t  down 
nice , an' tell ' em tuh ' ave a drink of watah . He ' ll take a drink o f  watah an ' 
he ' ll star t tuh sufferin' wit de pyorrhea, los' [lost] d e  teeth outa his haid . 

(That burnt sulphur that you use in put t ing on your arm, that is out o f  the 
same batch of stuff?) 

Yes . ( Fayet teville , N. Car . , (1392), 2501:9 . ]  
6791. Yo' kin take de fig tree roo ts an' destroy bab ies . Oat ' s  de only thing 
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ah know ' bout a fig tre e .  Well , yo ' take de root , yo '  know1 an '  yo' boil it an ' 
make a tea o f  i t .  Dat ' ll make yo ' aiscarry a baby , 

FIG TREE - DESTROY BABIES d ey tell me . 
(You j ust  drink that tea? ) 

Yes , yo ' j is '  drink dat . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 2 6 ) , 227 0 : 4 . ] 
6 7 9 2 .  Know dey taken fish fo ' a person dat dey win ' [wind] i s  short [luag 

trouble ] .  Take a fish whut got dose bladdahs in ' em whut holds win' . Yo ' dry 

FISH - SHORT BREATH AND POISON CURE 
dat , an ' aftah dryin ' dat , if a person is 
short-winded , yo ' take an ' bust it an '  
swallah [ swallow]  dat air , an' dat gives 

yore lungs fresh air . 
6 7 9 3 .  Put a salted 

ordinary poison,  if it 
(near 3 8 3 ) , 3 2 7 : 2 . ] 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 2037 : 3 . ]  
f ish on bottom of foot to draw out poison. This can be 
exists  in hoodo o , or hoodoo poison. ] [ Richmond , Va . , 

6 7 9 4 . (How do you do that ? )  
[ Something will ] cuz warts on 

it ' s  on yo ' haid , yo ' kin git de 
yo ' haid or on yo ' b ody , yo ' know . Well , if 
- kill a dove , yo ' know. 

FEET - SCRAPINGS FROM BOTTOM OF - BOIL WITH 
DOVE-HEART BLOOD - APPLY 3 TIMES DAILY 

6 P . M .  - 1 2 : 00 MIDNIGHT - 6 A . M .  - FOR CUNJURE PAIN 

(Kill a dove ? )  
Git ' is heart out an ' scrap 
de bo ttom o f  ' er feet ; yo ' 
know, husk scuf f ,  scrub off 
where yo ' feet' 

[have b ecome 
rough] . An ' yo ' puts dat in watah an '  yo ' boils it an ' an ' int s wit it three times 
a day. Ah mean three times a night : befo ' night at s ix o ' clock , twelve at night , 
an '  six o ' clock in de mawnin'  [ t his is the well-known FORMULA 6-12-6 , No . 288 5 ,  
p . 830 and elsewher e ] . But yo ' always an ' int wit dat at  night , not durin '  de day
time . 

(THAT ' LL TAKE AWAY THESE PAINS THAT PEOPLE PUT ON YOU? ) 
Dat ' s  so . Supposed tub b e  wit ANY KINDA PAIN DAT IS  PUT ON YO ' DAT YO ' WASN' T 

lORN WIT . 
(Well , would that take off a pain that . someone put a spell on you? With that 

kind o f  pain? ) 
Dat ' s right . Dat ' s so [ true ] t oo . 
(You have t o  do that at six in evening , a t  twelve at midnight , and then at 

six o ' clock in the morning ? ) 
In de mawnin ' • 

(I see . You boil this dove heart and the scrap ing from the bot tom o f  your 
feet . ) 

[This rite presupposes the patient ' s  walking barefoot much of the year , pick
ing up al l sor t s  of  bad smells and tastes odious to  the disease-or-pain spirit 
captured by the sp ellcas ter . The latter , called witch and many names , dislikes : 
spitting , obs ceni ty ,  animal manure , human excrement and urine (see FAC I , 2nd ed . , 
10s . l6481-16499, pp.903-908) . Our present rite is a hair-of-the-dog-that-bit you 
one . Since the victim p icked up his witaharaft or aunjure pains through his feet , 
he will rid himself of them the same way . Rites sending pain , even Live things 
in you , out through your feet , o ften through the b ig toe , are fairly common in 
BOodoo. Killing the dove is double or back-up insurance . ] [Vicksburg , Miss . , 

I'OIKS OF ROAD - STY 
( 7 7 9 ) , 107 3 : 3 . ]  
6 7 9 5 . Yo ' kin go tuh de fo ' ks of de road , dat ' s  if yo ' got 
a sty on yore eye , an ' throw a sty off  yo ' eye . Yo ' kin go 

tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' turn yore back tuh de point where [ demonstrates ] one 
road ' s  runnin '  dis way an ' one goin ' dataway , see . An ' take yore han ' an ' wipe 
yore eye lak dat [ demons trates ] an ' say , "Sty , sty,  go o ff mah eye . "  Turns yo ' -
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self an ' come back . An ' it ' ll sho ' [ sure ]  go of f .  Ah know dat fo ' mahself 
experience. [Little Rock , Ark. , (89 5) , 1465: 2 . ]  

6 7 96. People sometimes claim that when you g o  out t o  a road like that [ cro ss
road or forks of road] they ' ve b een hurt . They say they go to  a tree , the tree 

FORKS OF ROAD - BIRCH TREE AT - IF HURT 
after the crossroad , a birch tree . 
They ' re off from the fo rks of the road 
because mos t  of the t ime the road s  go 

dead off from a b irch . And they get a c er tain bark off of that tree , and take 
it b ack home and keep it four or  five days , and take it  to a river of running 
water and throw it over their left shoulder . And they claim they will come all 
right again.  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (39) , by Ediphone . ]  

679 7 .  When ah wuz small , a small girl , ah had lot s o f  war ts  on mah han ' . 
Mah han ' wuz j es '  fullah warts , an ' ah went tuh a ole co lored man an ' he looked 

at mah han ' an ' he says , "Yo ' got lotsa warts on y o '  
FORKS OF ROAD AND WARTS han ' . "  An ' he says , "Ah ' ll tell yo ' whut chew do , "  

says , "yo ' take dis needle an ' pick dem,  den take a 
knife an ' kinda pull ' em  out . " Well , dey pull out lak li ' le seeds . An ' so  he 
says , "Yo ' take dese an ' pick ' em an ' pull ' em lak dat , an ' when yo ' git enough 
of ' em off , evah one yo ' pick , " he says , "yo ' take an '  put ' em in a envelope an ' 
go tub de fo ' ks of a road an ' don ' t  look back . Jes ' drop dis let tah down an ' 
don ' look back , an ' don '  go right by [ that place again ] . " An ' he says , "Dat ' ll 
take de warts  o f f  yore han ' . "  An ' ah ain' t got a wart on mah han ' . [Faye tte
ville , N .  Car . , (1 452) , 2638 : 8 . ] 

67 98. Some things is pur tty good . Now a person , if he is EAT POISONED , yo ' 
kin take a toadfrog - yo ' know dese toadfrogs whut hop a li ' le short hop . Yo'  

kin take one of  dem an ' split ' im o pen an ' b ind ' im on ' is side 
FROG - POISON or on ' is laig an ' yo ' know, evah bit o f  dat poison will c ome 

outen it . Evah bit o f  it  will come outen i t. [ Waycross , Ga . , 
(1128) , 1833 : 11 . ] 

6 799. Dey taken toadfrog fo ' poison . If anybody poison yo '  or s ompin , yo ' 
could take a live toadfrog an' put ' im tuh yo ' ,  o r somepin lak dat ,  an'  i t  would 
draw de poison from y o' . [ Faye tteville ,  N .  Car . , (1410) , 2534 : 7 . ]  

6 800 . At de f ia.hplace [ f ireplace ] , dere anyone dressed at . Ah ' ve seen dat 
done , anybody dressed or deals at chore house .  Yore han ' s - yore han ' will com

FROG FOR SWELLINGS 
mence risin ' an ' swellin '  an ' goin ' on up , an ' yo ' cain ' t 
do anything . Yo ' take a toadfrog an ' cut ' im wide open , 
an ' plas tah ' im aroun' de sore place an ' weah ' im dere . Den 

he cured . [The preceding word deals (deals a triak? ) as a synonym for dressed is 
rare ; in fac t , this may be the only example in Hoodoo . ]  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1385) , 
2464 : 9 . ] 

6801 . If yore leg is swollen through poison , split open a live frog and t ie 
on . [Petersburg , Va . , ( ? ) , 414: 3 . ] 

6802 . Yo ' kin split a live fro g open an ' put it on dat place  
FROG - SNAKE 'BITE where yo ' snake bitten at an ' de poison will come intuh de 

frog . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1242), 1113 : 5 . ] 
6803 . Bind live frog on goiter as cure . [ Mobile , Ala . , (?) , 900: 7 .] 

6804 . For sunstroke or brain st+oke , put live frog in your cap an ' keep on 
head until frog dies . [Mobile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 948 : 11 . ]  

FROG : GOITER - SUNSTROKE OR 
BRAIN S TROKE - CHILL - WART 

VENEREAL D I SEASE 

6805. To break chill , wrap live fr og in piece of 
paper , breathe into his mouth . He takes the chil l .  
[Mobile , Ala . , (? ) ,  960 : 4.] 
6 806 . Rub frog over p erson to make war ts . [Mo 
b ile , Ala . ,  ( ? ) , 904:3 . ]  
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6807 . Cook frog alive , add vinegar , when salve cold apply for venereal dis

ease . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( ? ) , 1014 : 9 . ] 
6808 . ( Suppose I have come to you about taking a spell off? ) 
Well , ah nuse [ use ] dis salt , peppah , sage an ' stuf f - salt , sugah. sage , 

alum an ' saltpetah . Ah got dat ovah in a box , see . An ' ah take some new string , 

FUMIGATION OR DISINFECTION : 
NEW STRING TIED INTO KNOT - SPRINKLE OVER - BURN 
ALUM - PEPPER - SAGE - SALT - SALTPETER - SUGAR 

KEEP BLANKET OVER YOUR HEAD 
CALL NAME OF SPELLCASTER IF KNOWN OR SUSPECTED 
TELL HIM TO TAKE SPELL OFF - WISH HIM BAD LUCK 
AFTERWARD TAKE 3 GLAS SES OF GOURD TEA DAILY 

nut bin have b een worn, an 1 ah 
tie dem , an ' whatsomevah ah 
want chew tub do [ demon
strates ] .  
(Just tie a kno t . ) 
Yeah , tie a knot , an ' den ah 
take dat , dis s tuff an '  sprin
kle it ovah dere , see . An ' 
den if dis spell [ is ]  on me 

[you ] , see . An ' whosomevah put it  on yo ' , if  yo ' know dere names , yo ' j is '  call 
dere name an' tell ' em yo '  want ' em to take dis spell offa yo ' . Well , if dey 
don ' t ,  yo ' wish bad luck onto dem ,  s ee .  An ' yo ' burn d is stuff . An ' den YO ' 
STRIP BUCK NECKED [NAKED ] AN '  DEN TAKE DIS BLANKET AN '  PUT IT · OVAH YORE HAID . 
AN '  DIS SMOKE , YO ' CAIN ' T  HAR ' LY [HARDLY ] STAND IT . If dere ' s anything in yo ' 
in any way , shape , form or fashion , it ' ll come out , see . [The preceding term 
buck neaked [ [naked ] ] may be its only use in Hoodoo . ] 

An' den yo ' take a li ' le whiskey glass an ' yo '  bo il dis heah gourd tea - yo ' 
know gourds - an ' yo ' b oil dis gourd tea an ' yo ' take three glasses of dis gourd 
tea evah day . An ' dat ' ll take de spell of f yo ' . 

(Especially if they have something inside of you . ) [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1078) , 
1746 : 12 . ] 

6809 . Dey tell me i f  yo ' take garlic an ' weah it in yore right shoe an ' 
a piece in yo re r ight-hand pocket,  dere cain ' t  no one poison yo ' .  [ St .  Peters

burg , Fla . , (991) , 1599 : 11 . ] 
GARLIC - IN SHOE AND POCKET 6810 . (What do they use garlic for ? )  

GARLIC AND SODA 

pound it up , pound it 
( Soda? ) 

Dat ' s ,  dey poun ' dat up , too . Dey poun ' dat up an ' 
use da t fo ' - j is '  lak now, if  yo ' s ick , dere ' s  
somepin in yo ' an ' yo ' cain ' t  git it out , yo ' know. 
Yo ' take dat garlic pound it up an '  take it - j is '  

up , pound it up , an ' mix it wit a teaspoon sodee . 

Yeah cookin ' sodee . Swallah it down , see . An ' dat knocks it out . 
(I  see . ) [New Or leans , La . , (831) , 1238 : 6 . ]  
6811 . Yo ' take garlic , yo ' see , if a per son got poison in ' em .  Yo ' j is '  take 

dat garlic an ' yo ' stew dat down wit vinegah , an '  yo ' give i t  tuh dat person tub · 
ea t .  Dat will kill it down in dere . 

GARLIC AND VINEGAR FOR SNAKE HEAD DUST (What kind of poison? ) 
Any kind . Jis ' say , j es '  lak dere ' s  a 

person down heah gives yo ' poison in whiskey or sompin . Yo ' know , j is '  LAK A 
PERSON TRY TUH KILL YO ' , TRY TUH GIVE YO ' ANY KINDA SNAKE-HAID DUST . 

(Any live things in them? ) 
Yeah . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2514 : 2 . ] 
6812 . Ah know whut ah done tub keep ' em  from hUPtin ' me , aftah dey huPt mah 

chile. Ah put sulphuh in mah shoes . Dey say dat wuz good . An ' dey tell me tub 
drink garlic . Put watah on de garlic an ' drink it , an '  said put sulphuh in mah 
sboe, an ' drink milk an '  sulphuh . Dat ' s  what dey tell me . 

(Drink what kind o f  sulphur? ) 
Drink milk an ' sulphuh . 
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GARLIC - SULPHUR - MILK 

GARLIC - GUINEA PEPPER 
PARSLEY 

SALTPETER - SWEET MILK 

(Milk and sulphur . Mix the milk t ogether ? ) 
Yes , sir , an ' drink it . Say da t ' s  good fo ' poison . 
(No one can hurt you if  you do that . )  [Charles ton , 
S. Car . , (501) , 545 : 2 . ] 
6813 . (How do you get those black thing s out? ) 
How do yo '  git ' em out ? Well , yo ' git  dem live things 
out - git saltpetah an ' guinea peppah , garlic an ' sweet 
milk an ' parsley - hea t pars ley - an ' it ' ll make ' em  
come up . 

(That is t o  get the live things out . What do you do ? Make this all into a tea? ) 
No , yo ' don ' t make no tea at  all . Yo ' j is ' beat it up , don ' t heat it , drink 

i t  in de milk . [Algiers , La. , (1584 ) , 2955 : 8 . ] 
6814 . Well , j is '  lak if people 

GOOFER DUST KILLED BY URINE - SALT - SULPHUR has some kinda goofah dust aroun ' , 
yo ' take salt - cookin ' salt - an ' 

sulphuh an ' sprinkle it aroun' wit ahambah lye .  Mix dat tuhgethah an ' sprinkle 
it  aroun ' in yore house . Dat would kill it . 

(Kill o f f  this goofer dus t . ) 
Dat put down fo ' yo

'
. [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1001) , 1617 : 11 . ] 

6815 . [Gopher , here , is the burrowing land tortoise (Gopherus po lyphemus ) of 
the southern co as tal regions , U . S . A . ] 

Dat ' s if  yo ' wuz poisoned , an ' it ain ' t no doc tor [ M . D . ] kin cure it . Yo ' kin 
ketch a gopher , pull ' is right laig out - yo ' know he ' s  got fo ' laigs - de right

front laig . Jis ' sna tch it out , de blood ' s  comin ' 
GOPHER [LAND TORTO ISE] BLOOD from it . Well , yo ' take dat blood an ' put it  in 

some warm water . Ah don '  care whut ' s  in yo ' , if 
s omebody put in yo ' , dat blood an'  some warm water , drink it as hot as yo ' kin 
stand , an' i t ' s  comin ' out . Ah don ' care i f  it ' s  ' live . He can ' t s tay dere , he 
comin' out . 

(What does a gopher look l ike ? ) 
Well , it  looks j is '  lak a turtle , only dey haven ' t  got a long tail . Dey go t 

a hard shell . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla. , (1049 ) , 1704 : 8 . ] 
6816 . Cut open a green gourd and drink the j uice 3 times a day . [ Wilmington , 

N.  Car. , ( 254) , 250 : 7 . ] 
681 7 . Take guts from a grain [ green ] gourd and make a tea . 

GOURD FOR POISON Drink ,  and if hurt inside , you will vomit . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 24 5 ) , 24 1 : 4 . ] 

6818 . Yo ' go an ' git a green gourd , ole gourd . Yo ' know dose 
GOURD AND MILK gr een gourd dat grows on a vine . Jis ' lak a - j is '  any kinda 

gourd , yo ' know . Yo ' break dat gourd an ' yo ' gi t chew a p int 
of sweet milk , an ' yo ' beat dem guts up in der e ,  dem seed , j is '  lak yo ' ,  yo ' beat 
dat all tuh pieces . An ' yo ' put dat intuh a rag an ' yo' squeez e  dat . An ' den 
take dat rag an ' squeez e it [ gourd j uice ] intuh a bottle an'  yo ' ll g ive it tuh 
dem. An ' give dat person dat tuh drink an ' evahthin ' dat ' s  intuh yo ' [ the person] 
is c omin ' out . 

(Anything that is live in them? ) 
Anything dat live in dem is  comin ' ou t .  [ Charles ton, S. Car . , ( 52 5) , 631 : 3 . ] 
6819 . Now , if yo ' wuh [ were ] poisoned an ' yo ' find out dat dat dime wuz 

turnin ' black , why yo ' would take a silvah dime an ' yo ' ll file it . Yo ' take 
[ and ] yo ' file , file , file an ' yo '  take de powdahed pieces 

GOURD - SILVER DIME o f  da t dime an ' put in some watah . Yo ' git some killbash 
[ calabash ] an ' yo ' take d e  s eed s an ' yo' b oil ' em tuh

gethah , an ' yo '  s train it an ' yo ' drink da t watah . Dat suppo sed tuh kill dat 
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poison dead regardless of whutevah it is ,  eithah bring s  it out one way or de 
otbah . In de case of yo ' takin ' a few do se  of  dat medicine , den yo ' [ take ] same 
laxative medicine . Yo ' eithah bring it  out one way · or d e  o thah . It ' s  poison. 

(Well , do you boil this s ilver with the killbash seeds ? )  
Wit de silvah an ' de killbash seeds tuhgethah . Boil tuhgethah . [Charleston , 

S .  Car . , (about 5 30) , 642 : 8 . ] 
6820 . Take de grapevine an ' 

ahs , an ' yo ' kin make a tea wi '  

GOURD - GRAPEVINE - SUNFLOWER 

vine is a very simple medicine 
it , dey nevah git poisoned. 

de gourd vine an ' dese things dey call sunflow
dat .  An ' dat is very good tuh take fo ' de  blood 
if anyone go tuh work an ' work on yore blood 
agains ' chuh . Well , yo ' kin go tuh work an ' work 
wit dat , an ' nobody kin nevah hurt chew . A gourd 

tuh take against poison any time . If anybody take 

(Well , what would they take from the gourd vine? ) 
Jis ' de leaves , eithah de vine . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384) , 2461 : 1 . ] 
6 8 21 .  [All the following graveyard dirt rites , as well as others elsewhere ,  

indicate that the spirit in graveyard dirt fights or pro tec t s  you against the 
spirit powering the aunjure put down f or you : ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT SPIRIT Pay de grave an ' git dat graveyard dirt • • •  den 
FIGHTS DI SEASE OR AILMENT SPIRIT new needles an ' huh [ her ] ole shoes an ' sul

phur • • •  in de room evah night tuh keep ghos t  
a&ay . [Here is one of o ther s tatments showing that the spirit i n  graveyard dirt  
keeps other spirits away . ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 500) , 544 : 2 . ] 

6822 . Go tuh de graveyard on a dark night • • •  put de han ' down in de grave • • •  

� it [ graveyard dirt ] in de pocket or in de toe of  dere shoe an ' dey kin walk 
ovah anythin ' anybody put down fuh [ for ] dem .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (610) , 787 : 10 J  

6823 . Git chew some graveyard dirt an ' put it aroun '  yuh waist an ' dat ' ll 
keep it [aunjure ]  o ff .  [Jacksonville , Fla . , (553) , 690 : 9 . ] 

6824 . Dey could take de dirt from de grave an ' put it , weah in yuh shoes . 
It could be dus t .  Dust , dey say ,  is bettah dan de compoun ' dirt . Yo ' git de 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - PROTECTS AGAINST BURIED CUNJURE 
dry pulverized dirt an ' put 
dat in yuh shoes , an ' yo ' kin 
weah dat if a person is seek-

�· tuh put somepin down where yo ' might walk ovah tuh [ harm you] or cripple yuh 
iD some way , or deform yuh from gittin ' aroun ' an ' makin ' a livin ' .  Why yo ' weah 
4at , dat prevents dat , dat graveyard dirt . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 749 ) , 1018 : 3 . ] 

6825 . Tuh git graveyard dirt , dey say go out tuh de graveyard whah some of 
yah relatives die . Well ,  dey tells me dat dat ' ll kill double pneumonia . Ah had 

DIRT FROM LEFT-HAND CORNER OF GRA VE - SPRINKLED 
1JJI)ER. PATIENT ' S  MATTRES S CURES DOUBLE PNEUMONIA 

a baby die ye stiday mawnin '  wit 
doub le pneumonia , an ' ah were 
in mah home Sunday an ' a lady 
came tuh mah house , an ' say , 

•Ah tell yo ' whut chew do , "  she say , "yo ' git in yuh cah [ car ] . "  She came dere 
Satiday night . She say ,  "Come an' g it in yuh cah an ' come go wit me , an '  go out 
wbah a man is buried , whah yuh mothah-in-law is buried , an ' git same of dat 
sraveyard d ir t  an ' put it in a bag . Git some from right undahneat '  de lef ' -han ' 
cornah of ' er grave . An' put it in a bag an ' take it tuh hospital an '  sprinkle 
it undahneat '  dat baby ' s  mattress , an ' he won ' t die . "  

(What do you mean by the left-hand corner o f  the grave? )  
Well , dat whut she tole me . She say , " Git it from de lef ' -han ' cornah . "  
Ah say , "Whut de lef ' -han ' cornah? " 
Wal , she to le me dat evahtime yo ' beah [ bury ]  a person , YO ' JIS ' BEAH ' EM  A 

CERTAIN WAY . AH HADN ' T  THOUGHT ABOUT DAT . DID JOO? 
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All right . She says , "Now yo ' go an ' git it out de cornah , "  an ' says , "yo ' 
s cat tah it undah huh [her ] haid . Git it from de  lef ' -han ' cornah of de grave an ' 
put it in j is ' a l i ' le bag . An ' go an ' s lip it undah dat mat tres s an ' da t baby 
won ' die . "  

[While machine turned off  informant gave information I now repeat . ]  
(Get the dirt from the left-hand s ide near the heart . )  [ This means , while 

standing at head o f  the grave looking to the foo t , the left-hand corner would be 
the heart corner . ]  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1427 ) , 257 5 : 1 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - ON BITE - 9 MORNINGS 
68 26 . Now , suppose dat chew would git 
in a fight wit a pusun [ p erson ]  an ' dat 
dey bit chah . Why yo ' go tuh de grave-

yard fer nine mawnin ' s  an ' put a li ' le graveyard dirt on dat , an ' it ' ll rot dere 
teeth out . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 9 2 ) , 213 : 4 . ] 

6827 . Well , yo ' take graveyard dust - see , I wuz a person hurted in dis r ight 
feet heah an ' i t  wuz ah had tuh bathe intuh hot watah - boilin ' watah intuh red 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - AMMONIA - RED PEPPER 
SALTPETER - URINE - BATHE 9 MORNINGS 

made - it wuz plas t er made outa fresh 
whut drawed de  mis ery out . 

peppah an ' ammonia , saltpetah [ defect 
her e ,  could not tell whether sa Zt or 
saltpeter] an ' mah urine - an ' j is '  bathe 
in dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' den ah 

lard an ' graveyard dust , see . An ' dat ' s  

( I  s ee , if you were hurt in that right 
Yes . Ah wuz crippled fo ' three months 

foo t . )  
an ' dat ' s  de only thing dat cured it . 

A woman came along an ' cured it . 
(Who came along? ) 
A woman. She know right smart .  
6828 . Goes tuh de graveyard an ' 

bad luck. If anythin ' , yo ' kin git 

[New Orleans , La. , (830) , 1 2 33 : 2 . ] 
git dirt fo ' luck . An ' yo ' kin git  it fo ' 
it offa certain grave , if yo ' kin remembah 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - FLOWER OR FERN OR GREEN TWIG 
WRAP UP - ON WAIST FOR LUCK OR SPELLS 

de cert ain grave ; an ' if yo ' 
cain ' t remembah de certain grave , 
git de dirt , but it ' s  go tta be  

FOR S ICKNES S  COOK THE DIRT IN PATIENT ' S  FOOD at night . Yo ' cain ' t  go in de 
daytime an ' git . Some peoples 

have tried it in de daytime when dey go in ' tub de funeral an ' git it , but chew' ll 
have tuh go at night , when only de gravediggers are dere . 

· 

(What d9 you do with it  then? ) 
Yes , yo ' kin use  i t  fo ' luck . Yo ' kin take dis graveyard dirt an ' git chew 

some of de f lowahs dat ' s  in de graveyard . Yo ' kin git some of de ro se - yo ' 
cain ' t use it  unless yo ' has some kinda flowahs - ros e .  Yo ' kin git chew a flow
ah from de graveyard an ' use d is graveyard dirt or eithah fern from de graveyard ; 
or eithah some kinda sprout twig - not any dry . Yo ' cain ' t  use any dry twigs , 
yo ' have [ to ]  git ' em all sprout in ' when de sap is  in ' em.  An ' place ' em tuh
gethah an ' wrap ' em in any kind of cloth yo ' wanta . An ' wind ' em roun ' yuh waist 
fo ' luck , or e ithah yo ' kin have ' em fo ' p eop les havin ' spells . Or eithah yo ' 
kin use it  fo ' ,  if yo ' have a person s ick in yuh home , it ' s  bettah fo ' dat . If 
a person ' s  sick in yore home an ' yo ' figure dat dey ' re no t go in '  git well , de 
doctors an ' evahthin ' have given ' em up , use dis graveyard dirt fo ' dat , but 
chew ' ll have tuh cook it in dere food . Regardles s tuh how dirty it is an ' all 
lak dat , yo ' ll have tuh cook it in dere food , fo ' de condit ion dat dey are in -
fo ' dere health . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1518 ) , 2695 : 9 . ] 

6829 . (What do you use with the graveyard dirt ? ) 
Yo ' po ' dat on de graveyard dirt . 
(Yes? ) [ Continue . ]  
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G o  tuh a undahtakah ' s  parlah or anywhah whah de daidman is . Git some o f  de 
fat outa dis man . Melt it down lak yo ' would lard . Mix dat wit anythin ' , mos ' 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN FOOD CURES GRAVEYARD DIRT 
commonly wit ' is food , undah
s tan ' . Or j is ' as a medicine , 
let ' im  drink dat , an ' be ' s  cured 

o f  dat graveyard dir t .  He ' s  soun '  an ' well ag ' in .  
(I  see . I s ee . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 6 ) , 1067 : 4 . ] 
6 8 30 . Red peppah , hot red peppah an ' ahambah Zye an ' bathe yo ' laig wit it 

an ' that would give yo ' ease . Ah have tried that mahself . 

GREEN MOSS [ALGAE ] - SALT - SALTPETER 
RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - LARD OR OIL 

BROWN MULE TOBACCO - EARTHWORMS - CORN MEAL 
BATHING AND RUBBING 

(If  somebody has put something down 
for you to walk over . )  
Yes s ir , a for tuneteller tole me 
someone had put sompin down fo ' me 
to walk ovah . 
[Here , either whil e ' rec ording ma

chine is s topped or cylinder is changed , I ask for the whole s tory . ] · 
Well , mah laig kep ' hurtin '  me an ' s omeone come along an ' tole me , s ay ,  "Mi s s  

Carter , "  say , "ah knows a good man ' cros s  town. If yo ' would go , h e  would tell 
yo ' somp in tub relieve yo ' o f  dat pain in yore knee . "  It nevah would swell but 
it j is '  hurt all de t ime . 

So ah went ovah d er e  an ' he tole me 
got me some green moss an ' tole me tub 
s ome table salt in i t .  An ' af tah dat , 
dis saltpetah mixed tuhgethah . Make a 
or somp in an ' make a salve an ' rub wit 
dat an '  it  relieved me . 

someone had hurt me in mah kne e .  An '  he 
boil dat an ' bathe in de wat ah hot . Put 
den rub it wit some of dis red peppah an ' 
salve . Put some lard wit i t  or some oil 
dat , an ' hit would relieve me . An '  ah did 

An ' a li ' le latah it commence tuh hurtin '  ag ' in . Well , ah went tub anothah 
lady an ' she to le me - least she didn ' t tell me but she fixed de poult ice huh
self ; Brown Mule chewin ' ' b acca an ' earth worms whut chew dig up out de ground . 
An ' she s tewed it  up tuhge thah an ' give me dat tuh put s ome meal wit it , an ' 
make a ho t poultice an ' put on mah knee . An ' dat relieved me . 

(That was the end of that ? )  
Yes sir , an ' mah knee go t 'b e t tah . [ Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1133) , 1 8 3 7 : 16 . ] 
6831 . If  yo ' got ten any poison - yo ' see , anythin ' dat wuz poisoned - dey 

could go tuh a gumwood tree an ' git de innahba ' k , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  from de sun
rise s ide , an ' boil i t  in swee t milk . An ' give tub dat person three times a 
day , a tablespoonful , an ' dat would o ffset some trouble , dat poison . 

(You mean if s omeb ody has t!'iaked them? ) 
[ I  am asking , is this ordinary or hoodoo poison . ] 

Yeah , someb ody ' s triaked ' em.  
(Cunjured them or s ome thing? ) 
Dat ' s right . 
Dere wuz a ole man dat us ta [ use 

would tell ' er a certain person wuz 
to ] come tuh mah gran ' mothah ' s  house an '  he 
j i s ' down an '  out , chew know , j is '  couldn ' t 

GUM TREE BARK - SUNRISE SIDE - SWEET MILK : MEDICINE 
BLACKSNAKE BELT TO WEAR 

har ' ly [ hardly ]  live , an '  
dis same remedy dat ah ' m  
tellin ' yo ' ' bout now , o f  
d e  sap ba ' k  from d e  sun

rise of a gum tree . Boil dat in sweet milk an ' give dat person . An ' dere ' s 
somepin ' bout a blacksnake hi de dat yo ' gi t  fo ' dat person tub weah it roun ' ' is 
waist or anythin ' . Give him dat sweet milk an ' gum ba ' k  boiled , yo ' undahstan ' , 
fo ' a medicine . Dat would be de remedy . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1374) , 2436 : 3 . ] 

68 3 2 .  Yo ' take gunpowdah an ' wet i t , DAT GUNPOWDAB IS  EVIL , IT ' S  JIS ' LAK A 
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EV IL SPIRIT . An '  yo ' kin take it yo ' know an ' wet it up . Put chur e foot ag ' inst 

GUNPOWDAH IS EVIL • • • LAK A EVIL SPIRIT • • •  

KEEPS A MAN SAFE • • •  

DRIVE S • • •  EVIL AN 1 DE S ICKNESS AWAY FROM YO ' 

diss olve j is ' lak , yo '  know , j is '  lak sugah . 
reverse [see tater ] i t  on dat track whah yo '  
s ome t uh de b a �k ,  an ' dat do ' s  d e  work . 

(What wil l  th at do ? ) 

de wa tah . Ah don ' know whe thah 
yo ' ve evah seen dat done . Yo ' p ut 
enough o f  it in watah an ' j i s ' keep 
a s t irr in ' ' t ill dat watah come tuh 
be p er fe c ' ly black , an ' it ' s  all 
Wal , den y o '  t ake dat watah den an ' 

walk . Yo '  put s ome tub de front , 

Wal ,  dat j is '  keeps a man sa fe , DAT DRIVES DE PART OF EVIL AN '  DE S ICKNESS 
AWAY FROM YO ' • 

(This evil away f rom you? ) 
Yes . 
[ First , you p rotec t o r  cure your self by dropp ing gunpowd er into a buc ket . 

Wet it up means a li tt le wat er �n the gunpowder in the bucket . Put ahure foot 
ag 'inst de watah shows that you m ix  the wat er and gunp owder with your f o o t  in 
the bucket . Next yo ' reverse it [ the wa ter ] ,  no t by s t irr ing the gunpowder water 
in the contr ary dir ection ,  but by pour ing it  on dat traak whah yo ' � Zk .  You 
pour it on one or mo re tracks from toe to heel , b ackward s ,  opp o s ite the direct ion 
of your made tracks . R i t es from toe to heel - revers ing rites - usually sending 
maker of the tracks in the opp o s ite d irect ion , are fairly common in Hoodoo . In 
the present r ite the spell is t urned b ack to it s s end er. ]  [ Savannah , Ga.,  (542) , 

6 74 : 4 . ] ' 
GUNPOWDER AND MILK 6 8 3 3 . Heah ' em say y o '  kin take de powdah o uta gunshell an ' 

put it in de milk , some swee t  milk , an ' da t keep anyb od y in 
de wor l '  from bo thahin ' yo ' . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (11 3 7 ) ,  18 51 : 10 . ] 

GUNPOWDER AND MILK FOR ABORT ION 
6834 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  o f  - yo ' kin us e gunpowdah 
in drinkin ' i t  in sweet milk, a woman or girl 
dat would breed children. It ' ll s top ' em from 

breedin ' . [ Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1 1 3 3 ) , 1 8 39 : 8 . ] 
6835 . [ Here is one o f  many examples in Hoodoo o f  my re s tar t ing r ecording 

mach ine , hop ing informant wi ll repea t  the brief r i t e  j u st given : ] 
(You us e that for poison? ) 

GUNPOWDER - STEEL DUST - MILK Poison ,  yo ' know . Yo ' take gunpowdah an ' s te e l  
dust an ' yo ' gr in ' dat up an ' yo ' take dat a 

swee t mi lk , dr ink i t , an ' what evah ins ide ' a  yo ' , yo ' ll pass it . [New Orl eans , 
La.,  ( 7 9 7 ) , 111 2 : 4 . ] 

6836 . If s omeone tryin ' tuh hahm [ harm] yo ' ,  yo ' kin j is '  go tuh work an' git 
chew s ome Hearts Co logne an ' j is ' fumigat e yuh rooms wit i t  an ' l eave it on yuh 

HEARTS COLOGNE FOR HOODOO OUT SIDE YOUR BODY 
clothes all about [ all about or 
over your c lothes] , an ' it ' s  nut hin 
dey kin do wit yo ' ' bout it wit ' out 

dey g i t s  somepin in yuh f ood . [ St .  P etersbur g , F la . , ( 1 0 09 ) , 1632 : 8 . ] 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - APPLE TREE BARK - FIG TREE ROOT S 
3 INGREDIENT S - PAIN OR SWELLING 

tr ee bark, an ' f ig t r ee r o o t s  [ for pain or swelling ] .  

68 3 7 . Chew High John de 
Conkah t uh ki ll pois on .  
[ No r f olk , Va . ,  ( 4 7 2 ) , 
481 : 6 . ] 
6838 . Tea from High 
John de Conkah , ap ple 

[ No rfolk , Va . , (467 ) , 
46 2 : 6 . ] 

6839 . Well , if  dey git aholt of yuh foo t track an ' try tuh harm yo ' , now y o ' 
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kin git chew some cayenne peppah , High John de Conkah , 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - RED PEPPER - FOOT TRACK - IN BAG 
OVER SHOULDER INTO RIVER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

an ' mix it up tuhgethah 
an ' put i t  in a bag . 
Tie it up , car ' [ carry ] 
it tuh de rivah an ' 
throw it  right ovahbo ' d  

an ' don ' look back at it . An ' dat ' ll turn it  r ight back on ' em .  
(That ' s  if they took your foot track? ) 

Yes . [ Informant may have dropped out a detail of this rite , but intention is 
sufficient . ]  [Norfolk , Va . , (474) , 490 : 3 . ]  

6840 . Dey use de hog hoof  fo ' curin ' a p erson wit pneumonia . Yo ' take de 
hog hoof an ' bake ' em in de stove . Jis ' parch ' em real brown an ' den boil ' em ,  

., -
HOG HOOF AND JAWBONE - AZME - PNEUMONIA - TOOTHACHE 

cure fo ' pneumonia . It draws de fevah . [Wilson , N .  
6841 . Take a hog hoof an ' yo ' boil it  an ' make a 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 2411 : 6 . ] 

an ' dat ' s a certain cure 
fo ' pneumonia . It boils 
' em , an ' dat ' s  a certain 

Car . , (1454) , 2646 : 11 . ]  
tea fo ' lzme [asthma ] . 

684 2 . Take a hog j awbone an ' boil it fo ' awhile [ and use ] fo ' toothache . 
(Then they use that water for the toothache? ) 
Yessuh .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 78) , 2448 : 1 . ] 
684 3 .  Tea from a hornet ' s  nest good for whooping cough . [ Baltimor e ,  Md . ,  

(near 131) , 46 : 6  or 131 : 6 .  From Arundel C o . , Md . ]  

ICE - NAME 

6844 . An ' yo ' take that person ' s name an '  put it  on 25 pounds o f  
ice , an ' dat ' ll freeze out all the harm they tryin ' tuh d o  t o  yo ' . 
[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (959) , 154 2 : 4 . ] 
6845 . Ah hear ' d  dat vinegah an ' salt - take vinegah an ' boil it , 
see , an' a li ' le cayenne peppah , a [ new] box of  cayenne peppah , a 

five-cent b ox of  cayenne p eppah. Put a li ' le lahd [ lard ] in it . Put a li ' le ,  
any kinda liniment in it , an ' boil i t  tuhgethah an ' strain it . Anint [anoint ] 

INDIAN LINIMENT FOR SCALY SKIN - MADE FROM 
SALT - RED PEPPER - VINEGAR - AND ANY LINIMENT 

CALLED GRANDPA 'S LINIMENT 

choreself [ yourself ] wit it . 
An ' IT ' S  CALLED GRANDPAH LINI
MENT , LINIMENT MADE BY DE IN
DIANS , DE OLDEST LINIMENT EVAH 
BEEN . CURE RHEUMATISM ,  ANYTHIN '  

EVAH SUPPOSE DEY EVAH HAD .  It ' s  name i s  grandpa liniment , d e  oldest liniment out . 
An '  it ' s  made by a ole puson , an ' it ' s  good today . An ' AH ' VE SEEN DEY TAKEN 
SCALES OFF PEOPLE FEET LOOK LAK FISH SCALES WHERE P EOPLE HAVE DRAGGED DEM THROUGH 
FISH BONES AN '  GIVE DEM WHISKEY TUH DRINK AN '  CUZ SCALES TO COME [ IN]  DE BODY . 

(How do they do that? ) 
Well , dey take de scales an ' grin ' dem up , see . Dey put it in whu ' choo drink . 

I f  yo ' lak coffee or tea , or even if yo ' lak bread , yo ' can ' t  tell it when it look 
lak powdah . Dey s ift i t . An ' it ' s  in yuh body in a co ' se [ cours e ]  of time when 
de fish commence tuh ' eelin ' [ peeling ] scales , yuh ' eel [ peel ] scales on yo ' 
feet - ' eels [ peels ] de scales on dere b ody . Yo ' know f ish shed scales , an ' when 
dey git ready tuh shed s cales , yo ' shed dem scales on yuh body . 

(How did you say you take those scales off? ) 
Wit grandPah 's liniment. [ Grandpa 's liniment could b e  the product of a hoodoo 

drug store or some hoodoo doctor . ] [Richmond , Va . , (384) , 327 : 5 . ] 

JIMSON WEED 
684 6 . Boil j imson weed leaves and bathe in the liquid for rheuma
tism .  [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( ? ) , 4 : 3 . ] 
6847 . Stew j imson , onions and salt , and take three times a day . 

[Norfolk , Va . , (4 7 4 ) , 494 : 3 . ] 
6848 . Ah hear ' d  dey go dere an ' take a stick , i f  dey got a soah [ s or e ]  on ' em 
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or anythin ' lak dat dey wan ' a  g it r id o f . Take some kine a s t ick,  tr im it an ' 
cut d em  no tches in it , an ' take evah one a 

KNOTCHED STICK - AT FORKS OF ROAD d em  no tches an ' rub it cro st  [ acro s s ]  d e  
soah . Dey say d e  one - d ey s t ick r ight up 

at de fo ' ks of de road , an '  de one dat take d e  s t ick up will g it de soah . [Wil
ming ton , N .  Car . , (24 9 ) , 24 6 : ? ]  

684 9 .  I f  anyone gets scalded they say you say the Lord ' s  Prayer whilst shoo 
kin take your f inger an ' go al l over this burn r ep eat ing the Lord ' s Prayer back

ward s .  Tha t  takes the f ire  out . [ Deal 
LORD ' S  PRAYER BACKWARD S - C IRCLING BURN Is land , Md . ,  24 : 3 . ]  [ "This is my or ig

inal transcription mad e almo st immed i
ately , Harry M .  Hya t t , Mar . 8 ,  1971 . "  On or ig inal I learn : "Didn ' t  want to t ell 
it to me . "  This is  a very old bel ief though I d id no t hear it o f t en in Hoodoo . ]  

6850 . [Whatever i s  found bur ied , burn it as a · general rule ; bu t to turn it 
back on the spellcaster : ]  Les ' [ les t ]  yo ' wan ' a  turn it back on people , why 

yo ' put it in lye , Red Devil 
LYE - WISHES - TURNS SPELL BACK ON SPELLCASTER Lye , an ' burn dat . Da t turns 

it back on dem .  Make yor e  
wishes . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 20) , 133 : 10+8 5 . ]  

6851 . Dey say yo ' take a box of  lye , if a per son comin ' tuh yor e hou se an ' 
yo ' don ' t  wan ' ' em  in dere - somp in lak dat . Yo ' take a box of lye an ' wher e

somevah yor e  place is spac ed out at , yo ' put s  a box 
LYE IN 4 CORNERS OF YARD o f  lye in each fo ' cornahs of d e  yard . Say da t ' ll 

keep a per son ou ta der e .  Lye ' ll keep a per son outa 
d er e .  [ Fayet t eville ,  N .  Car . ,  ( 13 96) , 2513 : 2 . ] 

685 2 . Wear a ma tch in the ha ir for headache . 
MATCHES 1 OR 6 FOR HEADACHE [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 91 : 8+8 5 . ]  

6853 . Ah hear ' d  people talk . A woman said dat 
she - somebody had ' er fixed an ' dey tole huh tuh weah a half a do z en ma tches in
tub huh hair , an ' in a c er ta in lengt ' of t ime she ' d  g it ovah dat spell . She say 
she done dat an ' dat cured ' er .  Bu t no t dese or ' nary [ ord inary]  ma tches [ bu t ]  
dese o le-fashion big-ha id matche s . Der e  po ison .  D er e  kin ' a  pal e  green . Dey 
usely [ u sually] cut ' em off  an ' mix ' em  in meal an ' pu t ' em  down f er rat tuh ea t .  

[ Wilmington , N .  Car . , (317 ) , 2 5 0 : 5+8 5 . ]  
MATCHES AND TOOTHACHE 6854 . Go t a hollah [ hollow = cavity] in yuh teeth , take 

de haid of a ma tch an ' break it off  an ' put it in dere , 
in dat hollah , an ' j is '  let it stay in der e . Dat kill de tooth . [ Wilson , N .  
Car . , ( 14 5 5 ) , 264 6 : 8 . ] 

68 55 . Take a boy dat havin ' de f it s , a young boy . Some o f  d e  boys takin ' a 
spasm,  dataway by growin ' too fas t ,  accord in ' tuh de phys ic ian ' s  statement , yo ' 

see . Any t ime he go t de f i t  dat way ,  
MEASURING CHILD ' S  HEIGHT AT TREE FOR FIT S  ah ' ll guarantee da t it kin be cur ed 

by takin ' ' im  out in d e  f orest any
wher e where a tree at , turnin ' ' is back tuh de tree an ' mea sur in ' ' im d er e ,  de  
l engt ' o f  ' is height . Saw dat tree off , de  whole tree off , yes s ir .  He ' ll have 

no mor e f i t s . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (816) , 1158 : 2 . ] 
MOON - TRICKS ON NEW 6856 . Evah new moon yo ' have a spell . D ey do d is trick 

on de new moon . [You must ] turn it back on d e  new moon . 
[ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 7 9 ) , 197 : 1+8 5 . ]  

6857 . Folks always have a convulsion , as yo ' know , [ a t  tha t  t ime ]  an ' if yo ' 
boil a aig , a hen a ig - now, ah ' ve proved da t mahself . Yo ' BO IL A HEN AIG ON DE 
S ILVAH MOON , d e  t ime dat de  moon is young , on de  f ir s ' change of  d e  moon . Yo ' 
git a fresh-la id aig an ' boil it an ' crack a l i ' le hole in d is aig af tah it ' s  
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boiled . An ' take it tuh a ant heap , an ' whenevah de  ant eat all dat aig up , why 
it ' s  no mo ' convuls ion or whatevah dose folks have . Ah ' ve proved dat . 

MOON - F IRST CHANGE OF 
EGG - URINE - ANT 

CONVULSIONS 

(Well , don ' t you do anything to those people who have 
the convulsions ? At all ? D on ' t  they get any medic ine 
or anything ? )  
HAVE TUH BOIL DAT AIG IN S OME OF DEY CHAMBAH LYE. 
( In whose chambah Zye? ) 

De one dat have d e  convulsions . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (137 5 ) , 2437 : 11 . ]  
6858 . Bush mullein , say yo ' kin take dat an ' bo il hit down tub a pint ; an ' git 

a good bit o f  it an ' bo il it  down to a pint . Full [ fill ] it up wit r ed whiskey , 
any kina good whi skey , not moonshine . Dey say 

MULLEIN - RED WHISKEY - T . B .  da t '  11 kill T .  B .  [Mullein is good f or many things : 
croup , as thma , catarrh, kidney trouble , d isinfec t-

ant , etc . (see INDEX of FAC I ,  
probably kill almo s t  anything 

68 5 9 . (What d id she do ? )  

1st  ed . ) . If enough red whiskey is added it will 
in hoodoo ! ]  [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1147 ) ,  187 0 : 12 . ]  

He-mullein tea . It ' s  a mullein t ea grows wit a leaf . 
(He took the she mullein or the he mullein? ) 
He mullein .  
(The she mullein wasn ' t  any good then? ) 
No , sir , d e  he mullein . 
(Oh , all r ight , let it  go a t  that . )  
But now,  which ah want ed tuh speak [ to ]  yo ' ' bout , a he mullein . A she mul

lein has go t a li ' le blo s som tub it . A he mullein grows down j is '  lak dat [ d em-

AH HEAR SOME FOLKS SAYIN ' ABOUT HOODOO THINGS 
YO ' CAIN ' T  BE CURED 
BUT DAT CURED ., IM 

BE MULLEIN - JOHN DE CONKAH - BITTAH APPLE 

onstrates ] , yo ' see , wit a leaf 
lak a cabbage leaf ; de o thah [ the 
she] par t ' s a flowah a he mullein 
don ' do it . An ' she , [ cylinder 
changed ] ,  an ' she made some tea 
outa dat . 
(Out of the mullein? ) 
Outa de he mullein . Af tah makin ' 

dat tea outa d e  he mullein,  she had ano thah li ' le piece of roo t ,  ah gues s  yo ' seen 
it , called John de Conkah . She bo iled both da t tea s  tuhgethah . She bo ils d is 
root tuhgethah an ' she boils dis tea . She bo ils it down ' till it turns j is '  lak 
dat Tokay s tore tea . Dis roo t turn it  dataway . Also , de mullein will turn it 
kind of  gr eenish-lak , but by put tin ' d is roo t  in it , it turned it  kinda lak, yo ' 
know , lak tea . An ' he drinked dat tea .  Wel l ,  he commenc ed tuh f eelin ' bettah . 
Be j is ' gittin '  on ' is f eet , den he kinda gittin '  use tuh hisself . Well , ano thah 
fellah, he wuz kin ' a  o le hoodoo , call ' im OZe Man Jim. He say , "Now, Son, ah don' 
koow whut yo ' have took, but it ' s a green bush , a vine dat grows up on your fahm 
[farm ] called de bittah apple . 

(What kind? ) 
Bittah apple . 
Bit tah apple . He boils dis bittah apple - j is '  lak it  tastes bittah, j is '  a s  

bittah as gall . Bo il dat an ' strain it . Nuthin in it , no sugah a tall . Don ' 
drink it ho t ,  dr ink it when i t git cold , see . But now , it ' s  done turn yallah 
[yellow] . It ' s  not whut chew call right green , yo ' see . It grows lak a gourd . 
Well , now, when de sun hits d is , it ' s  lak a yallah person . It sp�ngZe up j is '  
lak a gourd or one o f  dese othah thin ' s - quinces . An ' aftah she boil dat tea 
an' dat boy took dat s tuff , it put ' im on ' i s  f eet . He wuz [ had been ] nex ' tub 
death . AH HEAR SOME FOLKS SAYIN ' ABOUT HOODOO THINGS , YO ' CAIN ' T  BE CURED . BUT 
D&T CURED ' IM . [ V icksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 2 ) , 1029 : 3 . ] 
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NAIL OVER DOOR 
6860 . Take a nail - j is '  lak if yo ' wuz tuh git 
git cut or somp in , yo ' take a nail an ' pu t i t  up 
Says da t  would heal de wound up . [ Fayettevill e ,  

hur t o r  somp in , 
ovah yuh do ' • 

N .  Car . , ( 1391), 
2497 : 3 . ] 

NAILS 5 OR 9 
HIT 9 MORNINGS 

MAKE WISH 

68 6 1 . If yo ' have a enemy dat chew - accordin ' tuh de enemies 
dat chew know - yo ' bury ' em in de ground an ' make [ a ]  wis h ,  an ' 
d e  same s ickness or de influenc e da t dey have put on yo ' will 
return back tuh dem .  
(How many o f  these na ils d o  you put in ther e ,  you say ? )  

Somet imes yo ' u s e  five an ' s ometime yo ' u s e  nine t en-penny na il s . 
(How do you prepar e those na ils ? ) 
Yo ' j is '  buy ' em from d e  stor e . An ' yo ' take dose na ils an ' yo ' hit ' em  on 

de ha id fer nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' aftah _dat yuh bad luck return tuh de one dat s end 
' em .  D ey c la im dat de bad luck will turn back tuh d em, tuh d e  ones dat sent it . 
[Nails ar e new . ] [ Wa shington , D . C . , ( 641 ) , 8 38 : 9 . ] 

686 2 . De no ' th r oo t . 
NORTH ROOT (You have tha t ? ) 

Yes s ir ,  ah ' ve go t some of da t now.  An ' ah kin go tuh dere  house , 
if d ey go t poison fa ' me or got anythin ' fixed f a ' me . Ah kin eat whut dey give 
me an ' chew da t roo t ,  an ' if it ain ' t  r ight , ah br ings it back . 

(That root wi ll br ing it r ight up . )  
Br ing it r ight up . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 1 2 ) , 215 2 : 4 . ] 
6863 . Red Sea l  Lye , bury it undah d e  s tep , takin ' wi tch haz el , takin ' para

d ise s eed , takin ' o il of clovah , mix wit par sley an ' boil well . All do se things 

PARADI S E  SEED - WITCH HAZ EL - O IL OF CLOVER - PARSLEY 
RED SEAL LYE - SCRUB - THROW EAST AND WEST 

IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES 
KILL OFF ANY BAD SPELL 

tuhge thah , scrubbin ' de 
place wher e yo ' live at 
from de front do ' tuh de 
r eah . Af tah scrubb in ' , 
takin ' d e  same wa tah , 
throw one gla s s  tuh de 

ea st an ' one tuh de wes t ,  sa yin ' In de Name of de Fathah, Son an ' Ho ly Ghost .  
Well i t  [ wha t wa s pu t down for you ] don ' taken no ef f ec ' . Dat ' ll kill off any 
bad spell , DEY CAIN ' T  HARM YO ' ;  NOT UNLESS YO ' EAT SOMEP IN YO ' SEE . [New Or

leans , La . ,  (816) , 115 4 : 3 . ]  
PERSIMMON FOR THRUSH 6864 . Ah use dat mahself fa ' childr en , yo ' know , when dey 

got thrash [ thrush ] • 

(Chew per s immon bark for wha t ? ) 
Childr en when dey got de thrash . 
(Children when they ' ve got a sor e mouth . )  
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (135 9 ) , 2395 . ]  
6865 . Chip poke salad root  f ine , wear in shoes for ar thritis . [ This i s  my 

or iginal transcrip tion of  informant ' s  statement made soon af ter i t  was co llected . 

POKEBERRY OR POKEWEED - ARTHRT I S  
I ident ify informant b y  the words woman se l ls 
roots . Here I am listening to a woman who had 
been selling roots in the public market for 

year s ,  who had even appear ed in a newspaper ar ticl e ,  and I took down none of her 
s tory , only a few br ief remarks about cures ! One of the men interviewed wa s a 
professional roo t digger , the man who supp lied her with roo t s ! I s t ill failed 
to  r ealize that my miss ion should b e  life itself , not brief belief s arranged and 
numb er ed neatly on a printed page . But soon New Orleans would improve my vis ion 
and purpo se . [ Washington , D . C . , ( 6 2 2 ) , 7 9 9 : 1 . ] 

6866 . (You do what ? )  
Well , yo ' take it an ' git chew some • • •  
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(Th is blues tone . )  
[ Informant had said bluestone before I turned on recording machine . ] 
Blue stone , an ' f ish br ine an ' pork [poke ] salad root.  
(Wha t kind of  root ? )  
Pork salad roo t .  
(Pork [ poke ] salad roo t . )  
Pork [ poke ]  • • •  (The kibitzer offers P-0-L-K sa lad root) . 
[ For this par enthesis see comment la ter . ] 
She said po lk [ poke ] salad roo t . 
(Polk salad roo t . )  
An ' put i t  all [ in ]  de wa tah tuhgethah ,  an ' bathe in it ; an ' if yo ' hurt 

dat ' ll take a spell off  yuh . 
(I  see . ) 
[ The preced ing parenthe sis concerning the kibitzer a person breaking into 

the conversa tion with advice or correct ion is a comment by my transcr iber as 

3135 

POKEBERRY - FI SH BRINE - BLUESTONE 
follows : The kibitzer offers P-0-L-K sa lad 
root.  Before transcriber discovered word 
po lk , she thought the word sounded l ike 

pork and she was no t exactly wrong . Many o f  my inf ormants would have called 
pork, pok. Transcr iber even transcribes me as saying pork sa lad roo t ,  and later 
polk sa lad root. I corrected this on the original transcr iption, then decided to 
let the mis take remain . The proof that I was familiar with p okeberry , pokeweed 
and poke-roo t-salad - befor e  I int erviewed at Mobile in 1 938 - will be found in 
the INDEX of FAC I , 1st  ed . ,  1935 . There under Poke (berry ) , so pr inted , p . 7 0 7 , 
will be  found 15 entr ies : Do not gather pokeberries in June . . .  poisonous (128 6 ,  
p . 5 6 ) ; poke root salve for cow ' s aake bag (2165 , p . lOO) ; same salve good for 
woman ' s aaked breasts ( 2 64 1 , p . l28) ; poke roo ts for war t s (4202-4203 , p . 200) , 
cook poke roo ts with greens as spr ing tonic (4585 , p . 221) ; poke root tea cures 
itch (4647 , p . 2 24 ) ; poke root tea f or skin disease (5025 , p . 244) ; poke berr ies , 
leave s ,  s t ems and roo t s  for rheumatism (536 2-53 6 7 , p . 263f . ) ; and pokeberry tea 
for ep ilep sy ( 5 7 31 ,  p . 285) . This plant has been def ined a s  "a coarse American 
perennial herb (Phyto laaaa ameriaana ) etc . " Actually , under proper growing con
ditions , the racemo se white flowers , then dark purp le j uicy berr ies , and f inally 
the beautifully colored autumn leave s make this weed a rare and beaut iful sight ! 
Berr ies and roots are emetic and purgative , the lat ter really poi sonous , but the 
young shoots of f the large main roo t , carrot-shaped and 4 or more inches wide at  
the top , were eaten by Amer ican pioneer s and ar e s t ill used . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , 
(709) ' 97 8 : 1 . ] 

6867 . So anyone won ' t hurt chew, git a piece o f  red 
See, git a p iece of  ro ot . Ast fa ' corkin ' [ porcup ine? ] 

PORCUPINE ROOT - DIME - ASAFETIDA - ST . ANTHONY MEDAL 
IN RED FLANNEL BAG ABOUT NECK 

flannel , pure f lannel . 
vine roo t . Yo ' evah 
hear of it?  
(Co f f in vine? Corkin ' 
[ porcupine ] vine . ) 

a silvah dime . See ,  put dat in dere an ' put a 
fetida ] an ' sews i t  up an ' weahs it r ight der e 
wit i t , chew know , a S t . Anthony [medal ] .  

Put da t an ' put a d ime , 
l i ' le p iece of  asaf itadee [ a sa
[ demonstra tes ] an ' put a medal 

(Where do you wear that ? )  
No , sir , right der e .  
(Right her e  o n  the front of  your brea stbone . Aga inst your skin or ? )  
Right by yore mea t . Yo ' nevah git harmed . 
[ The 4 preceding obj ect s are sewed up into a red flannel bag , making a hand 

(see pp . 519-669 ) , here a prot ec t ive device to be  worn about the neck . Suppose 
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we analyz e this hand : ( 1 )  The porcupine root I do no t know , bu t it sur ely means 
a po inted ar ticle  that will wound an intruder . Could this be a small p iece of 

porcupine wood , the outer wood or the coconut palm wi th markings resembl ing por
cup ine quills ?  Or have we here any ro ot with quill-like proj ec t ions . S imilarly , 
year s ago I had trouble with the ident ity o f  the alligator tree (ment ioned s ome
wher e in Hoodoo ) ,  the sweet gum , so called because its bark supposed ly imitates  
the hide of  an alligator . In the pres ent ins tanc e ,  however , we mu st rememb er 
tha t  our informant is no t a root digger , but buys this roo t from a hoodoo drug 
stor e or root seller . ( 2 )  The dime ? This is the old s ilver d ime , not the pre
sent [ 19 7 3 ]  dime of base me tal . Hoodoo is filled with the miraculous power s o f  
the old silver dime ,  any s ilver . ( 3 )  Asafe t ida ? Dur ing my ch ildhood , say 1902-
1910 , and even b efore my time , many children wo re a small piece of asafetida in 
a bag about the neck . This was to guard the wearer agains t communicabl e d is
eases . Actually we have her e  a bad smell to ward off  witches . Why witches d is
like od ious odor s ,  excrement and ur ine for examples , I am unable to exp la in . 
(4)  S t . Anthony medal ,  a holy obj ec t , would b e  a useful addit ion to our hand. 
( 5 )  Red flannel , the red alone symbolizes b lood , life and power . ]  [Mobile , Ala . , 
(651) , 84 7 : 1 . ]  

6868 . Ah wus tole whut hindah ' em  from hurtin ' yuh . A lady tole me dat . I t  
wus a s imple thing . Jis ' take a white po tatah [ so called to d i s tinguish it from 

POTATO - WHITE OR IRISH 
the yellow swee t po ta to ] an ' cut it half in two , an ' 
cut it  in f o ' part [ s ignifying the four corners of the 
earth ] an '  weah it in a bag roun ' yuh wais t t ill it git 

hard , an ' den burn it up . [ The gi tting hard signif ied tha t  potato had soaked up 
all the d i sease f loating round about you . The burning indicated that the di sease 
was sent by cunjure . ]  [Wilmington, N .  Car . , (199) , 105 : 2+8 5 . ] 

6869 . Carry a small [ Ir ish ]  potato an ' a p iec e o f  High John de Conker an ' no 
one kin harm yah . [Norfolk, Va . , (466) , 465 : 3 . ] 

68 7 0 . [ Instead of  scatter ing the following cures and pro t ec t ive devices 
throughout thi s subsec tion , I have gather ed them here under one submargin t itle : ] 

PREGNANCY AND BIRTH 
(1)  BACKWARDS - BY PREGNANT WOMEN 

Before the C ivil War they wouldn ' t  put a 
woman to make soap that was in a family 
way . She could turn it  backwards and it 
wouldn ' t  make . And it won ' t neither . You 

take a woman in a family way , she can take a spoon and turn cream ba ckwards and 
can ' t git i t  to come [ [ to but t er ] ] .  And you can ' t neither . [ "This old man was 
a boy o f  eleven when the C ivil War star t ed . "  I am quot ing the nota tion on my 
penc il transcription made almo s t  immedia tely after the r ecord ing . Yes , he must 
have said C ivil War , though in his younger years he may have spoken of  the "War 
between the S ta tes . "  For the power and peculiar it ies o f  women dur ing pregnancy , 
see FACI , 2nd ed . ,  1965 . ] [ Freder icksburg ,  Va . , informant 44 , by Ediphone . ]  

6871 . Yo ' kin take dat s traw off  de broom or de foddah , e ither one - de corn 
foddah off a corn stalk - an ' make a tea outa it . An ' dat ' ll make a woman ' s  

{2 )  BROOMSTRAW OR CORN FODDER TEA 
pains ea siah . Yes , if she ' s  in labor . 
Or den , if yo ' take dis mis t letoe , on de  
tree , if yo ' go t a cow an ' she ' s in labor 

f eed ' er on da t an ' she ' ll br ing de calf wit ' out any troubl e .  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , 

( 3 )  BURY - P IECE OF PREGNANT ' S  WOMAN ' S  CLOTHES 
(1371) , 2429 : 11 . ] 
687 2 .  If a woman ' s goin ' 
have a baby , well now if she 

[ some woman ] kin git tuh huh tuh take any huh - anythin ' from huh , yuh know , an ' 
she kin go bury i t , den she ' ll have dis woman - it ' ll kill huh . 

(You mean a p iec e o f  her clo thing or anyth ing l ike that ? ) 
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Anythin ' - a  piec e  a huh undahclothin ' nex ' tuh huh skin . [Little Rock, Ark . , 
(about 885) , 14 60 : 4 . ]  

687 3 . Take a woman ' s  clothes an ' bury dem an ' she ' ll have a hard time . Take 
a piece o f  ' er undahgarments . 

(If  this woman is go ing to have a baby? ) 
Sho ' [ sure ] . 
(That will cross her up? )  
Cross ' er so she cain ' t delivah de baby . [Memphis , Tenn . , (937) , 1516 : 11 . ] 
6874 . Dey kin take da t aftahbirth , or whutevah waste dat she have when dat 

baby wuz bo ' n , an ' give it tuh a dog an ' [ o r ]  let a cat git holt tuh it , an ' den 
she ' s nevah no mo ' good . 

(4 ) CAT OR DOG (What do you mean , she 's never no more good? In what way? ) 
Well , she ' ll live , yo ' know, but she won' t - huh periods will 

nevah be right any mo ' an ' she ' ll always be backward an ' she ' ll nevah be any 
' count [ account ] .  She ' ll j is '  be  po ' yo ' know an ' skinny until she dies . Dat ' s 
j is '  suffahin ' an ' Zingahin ' .  [ Little Rock , Ark . , (896) , 1467 : 9 . ] 

6875 . Now exactly dat way - but af tah it comes whutevah she , yo ' know, de 
aftahbirth, or any o f  ' er period s , dey take it an ' bury it . Dey bury it deep 

in de ground , dat is , no t enough 
( 5 )  FACE DOWN BURIED - BABY DYING AT BIRTH tuh kill ' er ,  see . Well , if she 

lo se de baby , why dey bury it on 
it ' s  fac e .  Dey say dat kill de person [who put spell on baby ] . Othah den dat 
ah don ' know o f  anythin ' else . [For face-down burial , see MURDER ] . 

(If the baby dies a t  birth,  if they bury the baby on it ' s  fac e ,  what will 
happen to her then? ) 

She will die too . 
[ Informant misunder stands my question . Mother do es not d ie . ] 
(What do they do that for ? Some enemy would do that? ) 

Yes , doesn ' t like her [ and therefore kills the baby before bir th] . [Little 
Rock , Ark . , (896) , 1467 : 8 . ] 

687 6 . I f  a woman i s  in f o ' 
sock , hat or s omepin lak dat -

a labor ,  if she has somepin of ' is about ' er ,  a 
she has somepin about ' er ,  why dat ' ll cause ' im  

( 6 )  FATHER ' S  CLOTHES 
PIECE OF - EASE S BIRTHPAINS 

tuh have some o f  de pains , too . 
(Where would she keep this thing about her? 
Where would she keep it? ) 
Jis ' have i t  somewhere about ' er ,  maybe j is ' 

always anywheres on ' er .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  (1421) , 2541 : 1 . ] 

( 7 )  GOURD 

687 7 . If  a person impregnant , dey take a gourd an ' boil de seeds 
[ and drink] an ' dat make ' em miscarry . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 
2412 : 2 . ] 
687 8 .  Take a horse mane - dat ' s  from back of de horse - yo ' know 
dat long mane , an ' yo ' put nine knots  in it . Lak if she got ta 

come out o f  ' er gate - an ' bury it right at dat gat e . An ' if she walk ovah it , 
she can ' t birth ' er child . 

(8)  HORSE : HAIR FROM MANE (You take the mane off  the horse? ) 
Yeah , yo ' gotta take it off . 

(You don ' t take the whole mane , j ust some of his hair? ) 
Yo ' know , no t de whole mane , j is '  some of de hair , by ' is haid . [New Orleans , 

La . ,  (851) , 1319 : 3 . ] 
687 9 . (How can that b e  done ? )  
Well , yo ' see , d e  way dat dey do 

pregnant . Dey goes tuh de step an ' 
(Wait a minute . What do they do 

it , dey git a rope . Yo ' know a woman ' s 1m
dey come ovah de step . 
with that rope now? ) 
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Dey take de rope offa de mule . 
(Oh , this rope is around the mule ? )  

D e  rope i s  aroun ' d e  mule . Dey git tuh d e  step an ' dey come over da t rope 
nine t ime s backwards . See , dey j ump ovah de rope once an ' dey walk aroun ' it 
an ' dey j ump ovah it ag ' in . An ' when dey git ovah dat rope , den dey j ump up lak 

(9) HORSE : MULE ROPE TO PREGNANT WOMAN ' S STEP S 
JUMP BACKWARD S OVER ROPE 9 TIMES 
THEN JUMP UP LIKE A MULE 
WOMAN ' S  PERIOD WILL BE LIKE MULE ' S  - TO CURE 
NEW SAND AND 9 DIMES IN SACK - BOIL VINEGAR 
SACK UNDER STEP - S IP OF VINEGAR 9 MORNINGS 

a mule . Now ,  when dis lady 
come s out , dat ' s  crossin ' 
'er as a mu Ze [woman ' s  

per iod will be as long as 
a mule ' s ] . Now tuh git dis  
cross ·of f ' er b efore dis 
child is born , yo ' git chew 
a Bull Durham [ tobacco ] 

sack . Yo ' take dat Bull Durham sack an ' yo '  wash it  clean , clean , clean . Yo ' 
go tuh one a dese b ig sand places such as  Jenkins , Watts-Cornell [ or ]  J . J .  Cox , 
sand da t ' s  nevah been used , j is '  come in . Yo ' fill da t bag about thr ee-quar tah 
full of dat sand . I t ' s  purtty white sand . Yo ' git chew nine silvah d imes an ' 
yo ' put in dat sand an ' yo ' git  chew , git chew a half a cupa vinegah . Yo ' take 
da t an ' yo ' put it intuh a pot an ' yo ' boil . An ' af tah yo ' boil , yo ' boil yo ' -
an ' yo ' boil it down an ' yo ' see dis  sack done boiled enough , tuh where yo ' want 
it tuh bo il at , den yo ' take dis sack an ' yo ' go an ' throw it undah ' er step s . 
Dat ' s  de woman impregnant . Yo ' throws it r ight undah ' er step wit dese d imes an ' 
dis sand intuh it . Now, de  liquid dat ' s  lef ' from d is , from dat vinegah , yo ' go t 
dat dere . Now, she mus '  take a sip o f  dis  evah mawnin ' fer nine mawnin ' s . An ' 
ah ' ll guarant ee yuh it ' ll knock dat off . 

(Tha t checks that cross that ' s  on that  woman , checks it right away . You can ' t  
do any harm a t  all . )  [New Orleans , La . ,  (860) , 137 0 : 5 . ] 

68 8 0 .  Well , a woman kin be in de family way an ' aftah she in de  family way , 
why den yo ' takes whu t yo ' call a mare rope . Lis ten good . 

(10)  LET MARE CRO S S  9 TIMES ROPE TIED TO HER 
CUT OFF - PUT IN PREGNANT WOMAN ' S ROOM 
IF SHE CROS SES IT TWICE - CHILD BORN CROS SWAYS 
TO PREVENT IT - TWO-HEADED DOCTOR AT MIDNIGHT 
T IES 9 KNOTS IN THIS  ROPE - NAME IN EACH KNOT 
THROWS INTO RUNNING WATER 

(I under s tand . )  
An ' af tah da t mare rope 
der e ,  i t ' s  t ied . Yo ' 
takes dat mare an ' let 
' im [ ! I ! ]  cross de rope 
nine t imes . Yo ' f ix dat , 
run ' em  cros s .  Den yo ' 
cut dat rop e ,  cut it  off 

from dat mar e  an ' ,  if yo ' kin , put it  in ' er room anywhere da t she livin ' at . An ' 
any time dat she cross dat rope dere twic e ,  she shall have dat child crossways in 
' er an ' dey have tuh take it from ' er .  

(All right . Now , how can you take this o f f  o f  her ? )  
Well ,  aftah yo ' go tuh work an ' f in '  dat , da t i s  a fac t d er e .  DEN YO ' BEIN ' 

WHUT YO ' CALL A "TWO-HEADED DOCTOR " DERE , an ' yo ' wanta git ' er off it . D en yo ' 
go tuh work an ' yo ' go down tuh a runnin ' s tream , an ' yo ' git da t same rope . De 
people go in ' tuh br ing yo ' de rope , yo ' know , when dey come tuh do yo ' .  D en yo ' 
take dat rope dere an ' yo ' wai t  ' t ill night , twelve o ' clock at night . Den yo ' 
take dat rope an ' t ie nine kno ts .  An ' de people dat she say dat put dat rope 
der e ,  down dere f o ' her , take dere name an ' put it  der e  nine t imes in dis kno t .  
Yo ' ll throw i t  dataway [ into the running stream] an ' let i t  go down . Yo ' ll f ind 
dat de rope wil l pull a l i ' le bit tuh yo ' ,  but da t ain ' t  nuthin ' bout dat dere . 
It ' ll go r ight on . [ That FU Z Z  a Zi ' Ze bit tuh yo ' by the rope , is that the spir
it within trying to prevent being thrown into the water ? ] 

(And the spell is o f f ? )  
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Yes-, sir . [New Orleans , La . ,  (861) , 1376 . ] 
688 1 .  A horse is tied wit a rope an ' she pass ovah de rope . She ' s  �ossed. 

An '  if anyone have any of ' er pieces dat she had befo ' she got dat way. yo ' see ,  

(11) I F  PREGNANT WOMAN CROSSES MARE ' S ROPE 
HANG PIECE OF HER CLOTHES TO SMOKE IN CHIMNEY 
DOCTOR MUST TAKE CHILD FROM HER 

dey kin t ie nine kno t s  in 
dat piece an ' bang it up 
in a place - not tub burn 
in de chimley , not tub 

see , dataway . De child have tub be taken from ' er 
(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 1448 : 5 . ] 
6882 .  (What do they say about that ? )  

burn ; only tub smoke , yo ' 
by a physiaianah. 

Well , tub make a woman tub carry a baby twelve months , dey take a woman - dey 
take a mare ' s rope an ' dey ' ll put it acros s ,  close - t ie a hors e ,  a mare close 
aroun ' where she live . In some way or another ,  she have tub pass dat rope , and 
if she cro s s  ovah dat rope , she ' ll go twelve months lak a mare an ' she cain ' t 
have dat baby . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (826a) , 1212 : 4 . ]  

6883 .  D ey git a mare ' s rope . 
(A mare ' s rope? ) 
Yeah , an' j _is ' lak yo ' go in ' tub pas s d er e ,  well yo ' don ' pay no ' tent ion tuh 

da t  rope . An ' dat rope be dere an ' yo ' cro ss dat mare ' s · rope . Dat aross dat 
child in yo ' .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (84 5 ) , 1293 : 1 . ] 

6884 . Cross d is woman up . Dey takes - dey g it s  r ight where d is woman ' ll 
pass at . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  Dey take s  a knife an ' a fo ' k  an ' put dat knife  in de 

fo ' k  d isaway [ demonstrates by cro ss ing knife 
KNIFE CROSSED IN FORK in fork] an ' put i t  r ight where she go in ' tub 

FOR PREGNANT WOMAN TO WALK OVER cros s ovah a t .  Yo ' undahstan ' ?  An ' j is '  as 
sure as  she cross  ovah dat knife an ' fo ' k  dis

away, she cain ' t b irth dat child . Dat child turn upside in ' er atomic . 
(I see . All you do is cross  the knife into the fork? ) 
Put de knife in de fork lak dis here [demonstrates ] an ' let ' er cross ovah it . 

Stand it up lak dat [demonstrates ] . [New Orleans , La . ,  (850) , 1315 : 4 . ] 

MEASURING - TO DELAY BIRTH OF BABY 
6885 .  Yo ' takes an ' yo ' git chew a spool o f  
thread , white thread , an ' yo ' ll measure from 
de length of where she walks at , an ' in de 

ninth day she ' ll delivah dis baby . Dat chile wil l  grow in ' er an ' be  almo s ' roun' 
about dis high , when it  will delivah . She wouldn ' t  be able tub delivah it . 

(All you have to do is to measure her what ? )  
[ I  now have quite a time learning what i s  measured , despite my knowing the 

answer . ]  
Git a white spool of thread , No . 8 .  
(Yes . )  
An ' yo ' take dat thread an ' wheresomevah yo ' know she passes , always take de 

length . 
(The length o f  what ? )  
De length wit de thread , j is ' lak yo ' d  have a measure fo ' twine , yo ' know, an' 

yo '  d be takin' a stretch . 
(Well , what do you measure? ) 
Yo ' measure where she walks at . 
(What do you mean "where she walks at ? " )  
[ I  stop recording machine , she answered ! ]  
(Well now , that ' s  what I want to knew. You measure her footsteps . )  
Yo ' measure her footstep s . 
(All right . )  
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Now , wherevah yo ' know she ' s s tayin ' , yo ' ll come dere lak nuthin an ' yo ' j is '  
take de length o f  it an ' den,  as she go on , wherevah she makes [ a  track] , yo ' 
stop an ' take de measure o f  it . 

(Then what  do you do with that ? )  
Yo ' t ies dat up , yo ' ties dat thread up in knots . Yo ' ll count how many kno ts , 

intuh nine kno t s . An ' de  measure of ' er ,  all de steps dat yo ' takes from ' er ,  if 
she stand - don ' care how [many step s ] .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (874) , 1436 : 2 . ] 

688 6 .  De woman might be tmpregnant , chew know . Somebo dy might wan ' ' em tuh 
d ie in dat s tate , chew know . Dey [ some woman] gits  j ealous , chew know . An ' den 

OAK TREE - 9 INCHES FROM GROUND � SKIN BARK UP 
BOIL - IN WOMAN ' S  FOOD - CHILD NEVER COME S  DOWN 

dey git tuh a ,  go tuh a oak 
tree an ' measure nine inches 
from de bo t tom ,  an ' skin de 
ba ' k  up an ' boil dat tuhgethah 

[with ] anythin ' whut de woman would eat , chew know . Suppose dey could give ' er 
dat tuh eat , chew know . Dat child nevah come down , yo ' see . 

(The child will never come down . This child will s tay right in her . I t  will 
kill her then , ) [ Charleston, S .  Car . , (518 , Doctor Nelson,  see pp . l599f . , 2 2 6 0 ,  
et c . ) , 6 11 : 7 . ] 

688 7 . If a woman d idn ' t have no intahco ' se wit no boy friend or man or sompin 
lak da t ,  she would have a hard t ime [ at childbirth] see . Dat ' s  all

. 
ah ' ve heard 

PREGNANCY PROPERLY PERFECTED 
of da t .  
(How do you mean if they d idn ' t  have intercour se? ) 
Well , j is '  lak if ah wus impregnant , dat ' s  whut 

chew mean . Well ,  ah wus impregnant . Well , maybe mah husband wus away . Well , ah 
an ' ' im  nevah had no dealin ' s wit each o thah at  all , see .  Well , regardless tuh 
whut de othah man done , dat would git me in b ir thin ' d is chile , if ah nevah had 
no intahco ' se or nuthin tuh do wit dis  man [ I  would have a hard t ime at del ivery] . 

[Having had contact with the o ther man during her husband ' s  ab senc e , she must 
continue this contact to avo id a hard delivery . This remind s me of a tale I read 
years ago , an old I talian nove Z Za ,  the type of Boccacc io ' s  Decameron : The husband 
after fer t iliz ing his wife lef t home on a long j ourney . As t ime past , a neighbor, 
a trickster , informed the woman that her husband had left home without completing 
his task . The par t s  of a baby , he told her , were made at different times . Unless 
the husband returned soon the baby would be born with an arm, a leg , almo st any
thing missing . To make a short story shorter , the neighbor ,  b eing a man , agreed 
to help her . The baby was born with al l its par t s . ] [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261) , 
214 2 : 4 . ] 

6888 . If she [ an enemy ] 
stop i t  up an ' bury it , she 

URINE STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE 
STOPS BIRTH OF CHILD 

gits ' er [vic tim ' s ]  urine an ' put it in a bo ttle an ' 
can ' t delivah dis child . It  will s top ' er womb an ' 

she won ' have s tren ' t enough tuh force dis child , 
an ' if de doctors can ' t  take de child , it will kill 
' em [ baby ] . Den [ in addition to lo sing the baby]  
she will have tuh see someone tuh git  ' er water tuh 

run , tuh work on dese peoples ' [ the spellcaster ' s ] min ' tuh git dis watah up an ' 
take de stoppah out o f  it . But if dey nevah do , why it will kill dem [ the woman 
with water trouble ] . 

(That is , a woman could do that to another woman to cross her up if she were 
having a child . )  

She would have tuh git someone tuh git dis watah from dis person,  eithah wat ch 
it [ an oppor tunity ] ' erself . [ Fayet teville ,  N .  Car . ,  (1390) , 2 4 94 : 5 . ]  

URINE AND SALTPETER AS A CONTRACEPTIVE 
6889 . An ' yo ' kin take sal tpetah an ' ' er 
chambah Zye an ' let ' er drink dat an ' she 
won '  ' ave no baby . J is ' as ' er monthly 
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comes around , j is '  as she git off befo ' she have a intahco ' se wit anybody , drink 
up some of dat an ' she won ' ' evah [ = won ' t never ] git impregnant . [Memphis , 

PSALM 23 - READ 3 TIMES DAILY - 9 DAYS 
WRITE ON PAPER - CARRY IN SMALL BAG 

Tenn . , (948) , 1529 : 10 . ] 
689 0 . If someone ' s  tryin ' tuh hahm 
[harm] yo ' , take 23rd Psalm an ' read it 
three t imes evah day fo � nine days , an ' 

write it an ' put it down in a li ' le bag an ' weah it on de right side . Dat ' ll 
keep ' em  from hahmin ' yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 959) , 1542 : 3 . ]  

6891 . Rat tlesnake mahstah , puts it on whiskey an ' let ' em  
RATTLESNAKE MASTER dr ink da t t ill dey dr ink a pint . Af t '  dey dr ink dat p int 

dey ' ll be so dey cud [ could ] walk aroun ' . An ' yuh cud fix 
anothah quar t ,  an ' a quart or a pint ' ll cure yuh . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (196) , 
102 : 1 . ] 

6892 . Take some of  dat same rat tlesnake mahstah an ' put it in yuh pocket an ' 
go anywheah . If a man wan ' a  dress yuh , he cain ' t do it . [Wilmington, N .  Car . , 
(196) , 103 : 4 . ] 

6893 . Yo ' know lak dey have 
haid . All right , yo '  be swo led 

neuralgy [ neuralgia ] in de throat an ' mouth an ' 
all up . Yo ' go tub a red oak bark tree an ' git 

RED OAK BARK - SUNRISE SIDE OF TREE 
de bark on de sunrise s ide an ' make tea 
off i t ,  an ' j is '  steep yo ' self wit it lak 
dat . Jis ' have de watah , dat tea , in a 

pan an ' j is '  steep off , s teep off . Open yuh mouth an ' j is '  let it , let it go 
all on . An ' yo ' kin make poultices if yo ' wanta tub put all roun ' yuh neck or 
wherevah it ' s  hurtin ' , an ' dat ' ll scattah it . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1397 ) , 
2516 : 5 . ]  

6894 . Ah have know of  sompin about trees fo ' makin ' medicine , red oak an ' 
beechnut an ' sycamore . Mix dem three barks tuhgethah an ' put it in a ' luminum 

RED OAK - BEECHNUT - SYCAMORE : 3 BARKS 
ALUM - MAGIC OF DIMINISHING AMOUNT 

pot an '  boil it unt il it come tub a 
cer tain amount , j is '  as much ' mount a s  
yo ' want . J is ' lak i f  yo ' wanta make 
a half gallon , why yo ' put chew a gal

lon of watah in on do se barks an ' let ' em  boil down tub a half gallon , an' den 
take it out an ' git chew some dis heah brown sugah an ' pu t  it in der e ,  an ' den 
strain dat der e  bark out dere . Den put dat sugah on dere an ' make a syrup . An ' 
put chew j is '  a li ' le pinch of alum in dere . Well,  dat ' s  good fo ' coughs . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (1544 ) , 2 7 9 5 : 9 . ]  

68 95 . Den yuh kin git some roo t  whut dey call de  blacksnake root , g�in 
[ green] root , an ' arrowroot , an ' High John de Conkah.  Well , dat ' s  de roo t ,  dat 

RED OAK - BLACKBERRY - MULLEIN: 3 ROOTS 
4 CHIPS FROM EAST SIDE OF RED OAK - 4 FROM WEST 

VINEGAR . - BATHE FROM HEAD TO FOOT IN TUB 
BLACKSNAKE - ARROWROOT - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH : 3 ROOTS 

John de Conquah , dat is 
go in ' tub conquah mos ' 
anythin ' , any kinda HOO
DOO dat come . DAT ' S  A 
VURY EXPENSIVE ROOT . 
Did yuh g it chew [down] 

[ blacksnake roo t ]  grain roo t ,  an ' de arrowroot ,  an ' John de Conquah? DAT ROOT ' S  
VURY EXPENSIVE AN '  AH KNOW ZACTLY WHERE TUB GIT IT , see . Yuh kin [ take] dose 
roots an ' bo il ' em  tuhgethah an ' if anybody wuz HOODOOED , if mah lady wuz HOODOO , 
take some of da t root when it ' s  dry an ' bea t  it up an ' give it  tub a lady in some 
wine an ' dat ' ll perform . Yuh kin see it , scorpion dr ived an ' - given in powdah 
tub someone - movin '  in ' er laigs . Git dat stuf f an ' boil i t  an ' make tea out 
it , an ' in ten days dat git de pain ou ta yuh body . Dat came out . 

One time she couldn ' t  walk straight . Evah t ime she stand up she fell on de  
floah . Ah goes tub dat  dere f ellah an ' ah says , "Look,  ah wan ' chew tub dr ive 
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me out tuh de country . See yo ' got a li ' le ha tchet . "  Ah want tuh get me a 
hatchet an ' he gave me de ha tchet , an ' ah went tuh de r ed oak tr ee . Ah tr immed 
off  de white bark an ' de black bark ovah it an ' cut down tuh de j u icy wood . Ah 
cut me fo ' chips out on eas t  s ide . Ah goes tuh d e  wes t s id e  of d e  tree an ' ah 
cuts me fo ' mor e .  Ah cut d e  chips o f f  de eas t sid e  f ir s ' ,  den ah go tuh d e  west 
s ide . D en ah git me some blackberry root , chew undahs tan ' .  D en ah git some mul• 
lein an ' ah take dat home , put it tuhgethah . Ah gits home an ' ah tell mah wif e ,  
a h  say , "Lo ok , g i t  me about two quar ts of vinegah . "  An ' she put dat o n  de f iah 
an ' boil it , boil it an ' bo il it . An ' she let it cool . Den she ba the me from 
mah haid tuh mah f ee t  [ downward ba thing so that i t  will go out through his fee t ]  
in de tub , an ' a h  ain ' t had a pain i n  d is la ig s inc e .  [ New Or leans , La . ,  (807 ) , 

RED ONION AND SULPHUR IN POCKET 
113 2 : 5 . ] 
6 8 9 6 . Dese here HOODOO dey git dat onion an ' 
cut it up , f ix it  up in sulphur , stuf f ,  an ' git 

chew tub tote i t  in yuh pocket , an ' den if anythin ' lak da t ,  chew - d ey try tub 
do anythin ' tub yuh, dat will keep i t  off , dat r ed onion . 

(They f ix this red onion up with that sulphur in i t . )  
Dat sulphur is  de ma in thin ' dey use . 
(No thing else , j ust  the r ed onion an ' sulphur . )  [ S t .  Peter sbur g ,  Fla . , ( 9 8 5 ) , 

159 2 : 13 . ] 
68 97 . Lak if yo ' r e hurt , den yo ' kin take r ed onions , an ' ur ination , sulphuh , 

sal t , vinegah an ' boil all dat tuhgethah an ' ba the ' em down in i t , an ' dat will 

RED ONION - URINE - SALT - SULPHUR - VINEGAR - BATHE DOWN 

RED PEPPER - IN SHOES 

run de  poison out of 
dem .  [ Fayet t eville, 
N .  Car . , (1419a ) , 
2 5 58 : 13 . ]  
6898 . ' Fra id of  any
one , afra id if dey 

f ixin ' tuh do yo ' lot sa harm by walkin ' ,  yo ' put down salt an ' [ r ed ]  peppah into 
yore shoes , say yo ' prackly [ prac t ically ] will walk ovah anything anybody have 
laid fo ' yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . ,  ( 98 3 ) , 1591 : 3 . ]  

6899 . If yo ' got some peoples in yor e  house is evil an ' bad luck tuh yo ' , ,  
all yo ' go t ta do is spr inkle plenty a red peppah roun ' de house . Git de  pod 

RED PEPPER PODS MASHED AND SCATTERED ABOUT HOUSE 
peppah whut grows lak yo ' 
f ingah [ f inger pepper s ]  an ' 
crumble it up . It ' s  got seeds 

in it , l ittle seeds f ine an ' white . Jis ' sprinkle dat round d e  do ' an ' dey says 
none yore enemies wil l come ' bout . Ah of ten do dat t imes mahself , j is '  keep up 
wit dis ole [ turn mach�ne off too soon ] . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 1631 : 5 . ]  

RED PEPPER POD S  - VINEGAR - HOT BATH IN 
6 9 00 . Git some red pod peppah an ' some 
vinegah an '  heat it  r eal ho t ,  an ' git  
in  it an ' ba the in it . Wash all  de  

par t s . See , 
in ' den,  an ' 
153 9 : 17 . ]  

when it comes out through de po ' s  [ pore s ]  o f  yore skin yo ' re sweat
da t ' ll cuz dat poison tub go away from yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 95 3 ) , 

6901 . Anything wrong , yo ' kin 
put s ame red cayenne peppah in it 

take some sweet milk an ' hea t it real hot , an ' 
an ' put some r ed pod peppah in it . An ' scrape 

RED CAYENNE PEPPER - RED POD PEPPER 
some silvah off  de dime an ' put 
in de glass , an ' put some gun
powdahs in it , an ' yo ' dr ink it . 
An ' when yo ' dr ink it , j is '  makes 

HOT SWEET MILK - S ILVER D IME DUST - GUNPOWDER 

yo ' bu ' st out in a 
(This poison? ) 

big sweat an ' den yo ' kin vomit it  up . 
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Yeah . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 953) , 153 9 : 16 . ]  
6902 . (What ' s  the name of it? ) 
It ' s  called d e  red shank. 
(The red shank root ? )  
Yes , sir . It ' s  called de red shank an ' ah ' ll tell yo ' .  If ah came tub yo '  

an ' if ah ' ve go t a bad disease , see . Well , yo ' take dat red shank , yt� ' undah

RED SHANK - BLUESTONE - ALUM: 3 INGREDIENTS 
BOIL - MAGIC RITE OF DIMINISHING AMOUNT 

3 SWALLOWS 3 TIMES A DAY 

stan ' , if it ' s  put out , why yo ' 
take de top of it ; an ' if it ' s 
no t put out ,  yo ' take a grubbing 
hoe an ' dig the roo t  up an ' wash 
de roo t .  See . Put it intuh two 

quar ts of watah, an ' bile 
amount ] . Unnahstan ' ?  

[boil]  it down tub one quar t [ the mag ic of diminishing 

(I unders tand . )  
Bile i t  down tub one quart . Den yo ' take - when yo ' bile it  down tub one 

quar t ,  yo ' take it an ' yo ' set it off [ the stove ] . Unnahstan ' da t1  
(Yes . )  
An ' den when yo ' set dat off , yo ' git a l i ' le piece of bluestone , lak a speck

led pea , an ' beat it up r ight f ine an ' stuff it in der e .  Git chew a li ' le p iece 
alum about dat long . Put it in dere , but let de watah be good an ' cool . See , 
don ' put it in d ere hot . An ' den yo '  takes it d en , an ' yo ' give it tuh ' im  an ' 
tell ' im tub take three swallows three times a day . Now d e  way a boy , or man 
eithah - whutevah he is don ' t yo ' ta�e it j is '  lak yo ' dr inkin ' watah , becuz if 
yo ' dr ink it lak yo ' drinkin ' watah, well it don ' t  do yo ' any good , becuz it will 
git down in yore stomic an ' it will be dere so much t ill it will sour . It will 
be de same as  milk, when yo ' drinks it . Dat buttahmilk when a man is in bad 
shape , it ' s  j is '  a dose of poison tub ' im .  I t  keeps sour on ' is stomic . Jis ' 
take no more dan three teaspoonsful a day . Take it  as [medic ine] yo ' know . If 
yo ' take too much of i t ,  why it  don ' t do you any good . It ' ll do yo ' harm . 

(Three swallows . One swallow before each meal ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(I  see ,  each day . All right . )  

An ' den don ' t eat so much grease .  
(What d id you say? ) 
I say , let de buttahmilk alone . 
( I  see . )  [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . ,  ( 7 63 ) , 1043 : 2 . ] 
6903 . Ah heard ' em tell if yo ' have a vener ' al disease or a bad case of de 

pops or somepin lak dat , chew kin take red shank roo t , wild cherry bark an ' 
Queens of Life . [ He probably means Queen ' s  - �elight = greenroo t  (Sti Z Zingia 

RED SHANK ROOT - RED CHERRY BARK - QUEEN OF LIFE 
SARSAPARILLA - GALLON OF WATER BOILED TO QUART 

THE MAGIC OF DIMINISHING AMOUNT 

sy Zvatiaa) of the southern 
U . S .A . , see p . 630 . ]  
(What is that ? )  
Dat ' s  a weed dat grows out 
an ' it ' s  a root too . It ' s 

in de woods . Wild cherry bark roo t  an'  de Queens of Lif e ,  an ' red shank, an ' 
sasparilla [ sarasparilla ] . An ' take all of dat an ' put chew ' bout a gallon of 
watah an' boil it down tub a quart [magic of d iminishing amount ] .  Dat ' s  a good 
.edic ine fo ' any cas e .  It ' ll run i t  out but it ' ll kill - run i t  out chure blood 
an' cure it up . Den yo ' kin cure it up on de outs ide yo ' self . [ Fayetteville , 

SALT AND BLACK PEPPER - C IRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 
N . Car . , (1398) , 2518 : 10 . ] 
6904 . Jis ' lak if yo ' were stay
in ' dere in dis house an ' yo ' 

wanted tub s tay dere,  d idn ' t  want anyone tub hurt chah anyway . Ah heard ' em say 
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dat dey could git some table salt an ' black peppah , j is '  whu t chew kin make an ' 
hold it roun ' in yore hand , see . Mix it up well . Git enough where yo ' kin go 
all de way roun ' yore house , undahs tan ' .  Throw dat all de way roun ' yore house .  
Dere no harm dey kin do yo ' .  But be sure yo ' have aplenty so it  be put down all 
de way roun ' . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1002 ) , 1618 : 1 . ]  

6905 . If anybody come tuh yore house dat is  not r ight in heah , dere ' s  sompin 
lak dat wrong , dey swole up , git chew some salt an ' black p eppah an ' throw it in 

SALT AND BLACK PEPPER - INTO THE FIRE 

SALT AND RED PEPPER - NEW BOX OF EACH 
AT DOOR AND GATE AND IN SHOES 

de f iah an ' j is '  go on out . 
(You mean if he has a diseas e ,  a venera! 
disease? ) 
Yessuh . [Wilson , N . Car . , ( 1455) , 2646 : 9 . ] 
6 906 . Git a fresh box of  salt , have nevah 
been used an ' a box of red peppah , an ' yo ' 
mix a certain amount tuhgethah . Put some 

aroun ' yore do ' an '  in front 
would keep dem from arossin ' 
Ga . ,  (1179 ) , 1991 : 9 . ] 

of  gate an ' yo ' weah some in yore shoes . An ' dat 
yuh , if dey wanta put hard luck on yo ' .  [ Brunswick, 

6907 . Or eithah yo ' kin take sulphuh . Say yo ' kin [ take ] sulphuh if anyone 
comin ' in yore house an '  salt an ' mix it tuhge thah . Jis ' go round de edge , go 

SALT AND SULPHUR - AROUND EDGE OF YOUR YARD 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - WEAR IN SHOES 

all roun ' yore yard an ' sprinkle 
it all aroun ' . Da t will keep dem 
out from comin ' in , keep yore ene
mies from comin ' in . [ St .  Peters
burg , Fla . , (1014 ) , 1641 : 6 . ] 
6908 . Yo ' kin weah cayenne peppah ,  
salt an ' sulphur i n  yore shoes , an ' 
yo ' kin walk ovah anythin ' .  

(If you walked over this s tuff they planted for you ,  it wouldn ' t hurt you then? ) 
No sir . [ Fayettevil le , N .  Car . , ( 1392) , 2401 : 6 . ] 
6909 . We�l , yo ' kin put chew some red peppah, nine balls , [ I  mean] seeds 

of  red peppah . Yo ' have de seeds tuh put in dere . Grind dat peppah . Nine 

SALT - 9 RED PEPPER SEED - SULPHUR - 9 DROP S TURPENTINE 
IN SHOES OR UNDER STEP S 

drops of spirits o f  
turpentine , halfa tea
spoonfula salt , halfa 

An ' put it in yore shoe an ' weah it an ' 
(Anything they put down for you? ) 
Planted fo ' yo ' .  

teaspoonful& sulphur . 
dat will kill dat . 

(Do you wear this in one or both shoes ? )  
Yo ' kin put i t  in de shoes , or else i f  yo ' want , yo ' kin put i t  undah de steps,  

put it all  tuhgethah an ' bury it undah de step s . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1100) , 1 7 75 : 9 . ]  
6 910 . If dey do sumpin tuh hurt dere ahm [ arm] an ' it ' s  swollen up or sumpin 

lak dat ,  dey could take some vinegah an ' put it  in a bottle an ' some bluestone an' 
sal t an ' red peppah , an ' j is '  keep a-bathin ' de ahm , rubbin ' , an ' dat ' ll more or 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
BRIMSTONE - BLUESTONE - VINEGAR 

less cure it in dem . 
(What causes this swelling in the arm? ) 
I t  will be  j is ' lak if dey wan ' tuh poison yo ' 
or sompin , sompin dey puts down , an ' yo ' go an' 

put yuh hand on dis . See , dat makes dat s tuff go through yuh ahm . It ' ll keep 
on a-workin ' an ' a-workin ' till it git intuh yuh body . If [you ] star t in t ime -
den let ' em take a lot o f  sulphur . Sulphur ' s  good , too . Jis ' take i t , put it 
in yuh han ' an' eat it . An ' brimstone . Joo kin take a pill of brimstone an ' eat 
dat an ' yo ' kin eat or drink poison an ' it won ' t hurt choo . See , dat brims tone 
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kills it out . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 248) , 16 8 : 10+85 . ]  
6 9 11 . An ' anybody got anything put down roun ' yore place to make yo ' - put 

chew in hard luck , g it chew some sulphur , bluestone an ' salt - table salt - mix 
it tuhgethah an ' burn it . An' evah which 

SALT - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE - BURN way dat chew think it is , if it ' s in yuh 
room, why yo ' j is '  burn it . Yo ' kin burn 

dat any t ime . Jis ' take a teaspoonful or tablespoonful an ' mix it up tuhgetbah 
an ' set it down in dere an ' shet chure room up , shet it up an ' let it explore [ ! ]  
in dere . An' i f  anything wuz put in dere tuh put chew in hard luck, whenevah yo '  
burn dat three or fo ' times , dat ' ll do away wit dat .  [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . ,  

SALT - BLUESTONE - BRIMSTONE - KEROSENE 
(1024 ) , 1655 : 6 . ] 
6912 . An ' yo ' kin take kerosene an ' 

bluestone an ' brimstone an ' sal t an ' 
rub wit it [ the pains caused by conj urat ion] an ' dat ' ll kill it , too . [Wilming
ton , N .  Car . , ( 243) , 165 : 13+85 . ]  

6 9 1 3 . Dey cal l it sen-sen [ an incense ] . I t ' s  P l i ' le powdah .  An ' dey take 
dat prob ' ly [ probably ] in de night , any time aftah nine a ' clock, j is '  sprinkle 
dat out aroun ' de do ' . It ' s sen-sen ,  whut dey call it . Put dat outside an ' den 

take a li ' le ,  as ah tole yo ' ,  about burning de Hawthrone [ Hearts  Own] 
SEN-SEN Co logne an ' de sulphur . It ' s  a powdah . 

Oat ' s  tuh keep yuh enemies away from yo ' .  Den no enemies cain ' t come . 
[ St .  Pe ter sburg , Fla . , (104 6) , 1702 : 8 . ] 

6914 . Ah 'm fo ' good luc k .  Ah 'm a seven months chile,  an ' 
SEVEN-MONTH CHILD dis palm of mine cain ' t be read . 

(Why can ' t  it be read ? } 
Well , ' cuz ah' m  seven months . [ Ida Bates of New Orleans , also a doctor , was 
another seven�onth child . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (916) , 1485 : 1 . ] 

6915 . Burn child ' s  shirt to cure spasms . [ Baltimore,  
SHIRT BURNED FOR SPASMS Md . ,  (near 142 ) , 4 6 : 9+85 . ]  

6916 . If cunjurated bo il s ilkweed [ =  milkweed ] an ' 
John de Conkah in a pint o f  watah down to  halfa pint [magic rite of d ecreas ing 

SILK WEED : JOHN DE CONKAH 
SILVER - SULPHUR - TURPENTINE 

amount ] .  Take 3 swallahs a day . [Wilmington , 
N . Car . , (about 220) , 205 : 6 . ]  
6917 . S ilkweed tea takes Zive things out of  
yo ' .  [ Informant a root  doc tor born in North 

Carolina . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 67 } , 1565 : 3 . ] 
6918 . S ilkweed , s ilver and sulphur boiled together . [ Wilmington, N. Car . , 

(near 330} , 267 : 1+85 . ] 
6919 . Tea from 3 p ieces o f  s ilver and silkroo t . [ Wilmingt on , N .  Car . , (215) , 

208 : 9 . ] 
6920 . Tea o f  s ilkroot and turpentine . [Wilmington, N .  Car . ,  (271) , 190: 1+87. ] 
6921 . Silkweed , silver , sulphur , and 3 drops of  turpent ine boiled tuhgethah ; 

tea spo onful 3 times a day . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  (near 330) , 2 6 9 : 3 . ] 
6922 . [ S ilver - especially the American dime or ten-cent piece - was one of  

the mos t  widespread and frequently used magic art icles in  hoodo o . Bas the de
basement of metallic currency in the U . S . A .  killed off these beliefs ,  or is there 
a brisk sale of true silver dimes?  Despite that ext ens ive collect ion of s ilver 
beliefs previously given on pp . 484-4 93 ,  there are many more scattered throughout 

Hoodoo . The rites that follow may be dupl icate s , but they are un
SILVER DIME printed in HoodOo . ]  

Dese people in St . Petahsburg , weahs a dime roun ' dere ankle tuh 
keep ' em o f f  - a s  a preventive .  

(To keep off what? } 
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Any kinda HOODOO or hard luck or stop anythin ' dat would happen tub ' em . Why 
some of  ' em weahs one on each la ig ! [ S t .  Peter sburg ,  Fla . , ( 9 8 9 ) , 1596 : 5 . ] 

6923 . Dey j is ' take a dime an ' bore a hole in it  an ' tie it round yuh neck 
or roun ' yuh wr ist an ' de people couldn ' t  so eas ily HOODOO yo ' .  Dey claim de 
d ime take s  it up ' fore it git to yo ' . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 99 6 ) , 1612 : 4 . ] 

6924 . Takes a dime an ' put a hole through it , an ' yo ' kin weah it roun ' yuh 
ankle or roun ' yuh arm or roun ' yuh neck . Dat ' s in case if a per son wants tub 
try tub poison yo ' . Dey c la ims dat dat poison goes in dat s ilvah in place of 
in yuh sys tem . [ S t .  Petersburg,  Fla . , (1009 ) , 163 2 : 9 . ]  

6925 . Fo ' pertectin ' yo ' self if  yo ' thought dat dey wus goin '  tub put any
thin ' down , lot ta people goes tub work an ' take a silvah d ime an ' put it roun ' 
dem la igs an ' weah dat . Dey say de s i lvab d ime will ketch de poison . [ Brunswic� 
Ga . , (1242) , 2112 : 3 . ] 

6926 . Make a bole in de dime an ' put a s tring through de hole an ' tie i t  
aroun ' yuh ankle , an ' d ey say it  yu h  hurt any way , dat dime will turn black . 
[Wilson, N .  Car . , (1464 ) , 2651 : 2 . ] 

6927 . Take a dime an ' weah it roun ' yore ankle an ' if anybody ' s  done anything 
tub yo ' ,  DAT DIME WILL TURN GREEN , if anybody ' s  tryin ' tub do anytbin ' tub yo ' .  
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1426 ) , 257 3 : 1 . ] 

6928 . Well , dey say if yo ' are hurt , yo ' kin put a d ime in yuh mouth , a s il
vah dime , an ' de d ime will burn black.  Dat ' s  de way yo ' kin tell if yo ' re hurt. 
[ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1390) , 2494 : 6 . ] 

6929 . Tub see whethab a per son ' s poisoned or no t .  D ey take dat silvah d ime 
an ' dey put it in yuh mouth an ' put it undah yuh tongue , an ' keep it  undah dere 
t en minut es ; an ' if  yo ' take de dime out an ' de dime b lack ,  why dey s ay yo ' re 
poisoned. [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396 ) , 2510 : 8 . ]  

6930 . Take a d ime ,  ab t hink , or somepin o tbah , whut it is , an ' boil it . Boil 
it good an ' let ' im drink de watah off  it . Take silvah an ' let ' im drink de 
watah of f it . Bo il it an ' let it git as s trong as yo ' kin , an ' den dr ink de 
watah from da t .  If dey drinks de watab from da t , dat will cuz some confusion 
down in der e [ s tomach ] an '  den dey ' ll vomit it up . At leas t dat ' s  whut ah beard . 
[Fayetteville , N .  Ca r . , (14 19a) , 2558 : 12 . ] 

6931 . Yo ' take a silvab d ime , yo ' file d is s ilvah d ime in
S ILVER DIME - MILK tub a pint of milk , yo ' bile dat milk , yo ' drank it , an ' da t 

milk ' s gon ' a bring whu tsomevah poison in yuh . It ' s gon ' a  
bring i t  out . [New Orleans , La . , (803 ) , 1 121 : 2 . ] 

6 93 2 .  An ' if yo ' re hurt yo ' kin take a dime , a s ilvah dime , an ' f ile it up . 
Jis ' take a new f ile an ' f ile it , an ' put it  intub some sweet milk , an ' swallah 
it , an ' dey say dat will kill i t . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1315 ) , 2412 : 8 . ] 

6933 . Well , yo ' kin tell  by takin ' somep in . Here ' s  whut yo '  take if yo ' 
have a mine [mind ] dat dere is someone got de best of yo ' . Yo ' git  a silvab 
dime . Yo ' grit [ grat e ] it wit a pocketknife . Yo ' grit some p ieces o f fa it an ' 
git ' em on a piece-a papab or piece-a rag , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' put dat intuh bot
t les wit one quart of  sweet milk . An ' dr ink dat an ' den yo ' pass dis . An ' yo ' 
put it  s omewhere dey kin see de bucket o f  slop .  An ' IF YO ' "TRICKED " INSIDE , 
YUH PASSAGE I S  BOUND TUH BE AS BLACK AS DAT SUIT YO ' GOT ON .  [New Orleans , La . ,  

(815 ) ' 115 0 : 3 . ] 
S ILVER DIME - MILK - LARD 6934 . (How do you do that , now? ) 

Take a dime , one thin d ime ,  an ' f ile it  in sweet milk 
an ' drink it , an ' take fresh lard an ' drink down , an'  dat poison-a come up . Pull 
dat poison up . [New Orleans , La . , (800) , 1116 : 7 . ]  

6935 . [ I f they get it ] inside yuh body , lak worms an ' diff ' ren ' things lak 
dat , yo ' take s ome gunpowdah an ' cow ' s milk , warm cow ' s  milk an '  take a silvah 
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dime an ' grate it . Yo ' undahstand? Grat e  dat 
SILVER DIME - MILK - GUNPOWDER s ilvah dime intuh dis gunpowdah an' milk, an ' 

pas s  i t  all outa yuh . 
(850) ' 131 7 : 1 . ] 

drink it fer , say ten or fifteen days , an ' yo ' ll 
Yer passin ' ll be as b lack as smoke . [New Orleans , La . , 

6936 . If anybody wuz poisoned an ' lak if 
dem, an ' dey j is '  really knows dis one thing 

anybody wuz goin ' do anythin ' fo ' 
an ' j is '  make up an'  do fo ' dem. 

Well , i f  dey wuz poisoned 
SILVER DIME - 9 DROP S TURPENTINE - WHI SKEY - MILK in a way dat chewed wanta 

do  sompin fo ' ' em ,  why yo ' 
would take whiskey , a dime drink o f  whiskey , an ' nine drops of turpentine an' 
put s it in dis whiskey . An ' [ if ]  dis whiskey don '  make ' em drunk an ' de tur
pentine won ' t bothah ' em, well dey drinks it down . Well , dey drinks it down .  
Well , tuh make i t  shore , yo ' takes a ten-cent [ p iece] an ' file it  o f f  wit a file . 
Well , yo ' put s  it in swee t milk an ' g ive i t  tuh dem tuh dr ink evah day , j is '  lak 
yo ' do a meal . 

{What will that do ? )  
Well , dat will draw de poison from ' em . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1402 ) , 

25 24 : 6 . ] 
6937 . One thing you can do 

to you , you get a silver dime , 
t o  keep anybody in the world from do ing anything 
grate it , put it in water and drink it . Put a 

d ime in each shoe . I guarantee you that 
S ILVER DIME - SULPHUR - IN SHOES you ' ll never be hur t .  That s ilver dust will 

s t ick to the lining of  your stomach and remain 
there inde f ini t ely , and if it is not righ t ,  it will come r ight s traight back up . 
[Fredericksburg ,  Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

6938 . Put sulphur an ' a dime in yore shoe an ' weah i t  in dere , an' dey 
couldn ' t hurt chew. 

(I f  you walk over anything , it wouldn ' t  hurt you? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1404 ) , 25 26 : 8 . ] 
6939 . They claim that if you put a ten-cent piece under your tongue while 

you ' re having sexual relation wit a woman, you won ' t catch any diseases from the 

SILVER DIME UNDER TONGUE DURING COITUS 
PREVENTS CATCHING VENEREAL DISEASE 

woman . [ This belief should have pre
ceded No . 3258 , p . 237 3 ,  but it was under 
CURES and missed . This original tran
script ion of mine in pencil was never 

typed . See ILLUSTRATIONS 
inder No . 8 . ] 

for original . ]  [Ocean C ity , Md . , (14 ) , Ed iphone cyl-

694 0 .  {If I had thes e things , live things in me , now what would they give 
me to get rid of these - to get them out ? )  

Dey ' d  [ they would ] give yo ' vinegah fer one thing , ' twill run ' em out ; an ' 
use tobacco fer anothah . An ' den de medicine dat yo ' take , dat ' s  whut dey give 

SILVER - VINEGAR - TOBACCO - RED PEPPER 
D IME OR QUARTER 

yo ' fer tuh rub wit ; but de medicine 
whut yo ' take an ' whut supposed tuh be 
some s ilvah money in it , some time 
might be a dime or quartah or somepin 

lak dat . But anyway , it supposed tuh be a big piec e ,  so yo ' could take a f ile 
or somepin-lak an ' file i t  an ' git - prob ' bly git dust offa i t  or somepin, an ' 
put it in some medicine an' let it set , an ' drink it . Well , af tah yo ' drinkin' 
dat , why dat supposed tuh run ' em  outa yo ' ,  fix yo ' s o  yo ' kin git ' em  out , if 
yo ' are s topped up . 

(What did they do with this vinegar and tobacco? )  
Well , dey use dat fer tuh bathe dere body in . 
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(Do they use that alone or do they mix s omething with it? ) 
No , s ir , mix it wit red peppah . [Vicksburg , Mi ss . ,  (742) , 1012 : 6 . ]  
6941 . Ah think yo ' take - ah think it ' s  three d ime an ' boil ' em an ' dreen 

[ drain] de wa tah o f fa dem three dimes . 

SILVER : 3 DIMES 

SILVER : 5 DIMES 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will bring dem live thing s outa yo '  i f  anybody go t dem in 
yore body . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , (1397 ) , 2516 : 11 . ] 
6942 . Folkes ' ave dose roun ' dere neck , an ' on dere laig , fo ' 
tub keep somebody comin '  dere tuh do anythin ' tub ' em .  When 

anybody do anythin ' tuh ' em, den dat s ilvah turn black . 
(You say they wear one around the neck , one around each wrist and one around 

the ankles? They use fifty cents altogether - f ive dimes ? )  
Yessuh . [ Wilson, N .  Car . , (1505) , 267 2 : 17 . ] 
6943 . [ Silver will ] run it outa yo ' .  Ah ' ll run it outa yo ' .  Ah ' ll git me a 

dime or quar tah - so it ' s  silvah money - take me a file an ' ah ' ll f ile dat s tuff , 

S ILVER - DIME OR QUARTER - EPSOM SALTS 
SALT - TURPENTINE 15 DROPS - VINEGAR 

dat quar tah , yo ' see , an ' git de dust , 
git  it plumb dusty . All right ,  ah ' ll 
git me some vinegah , s ome salt . See , 
ah ' ll pu t it in dere . Ah ' ll put me f if

teen drops of turpentine in dere wi t it . Ah ' ll gi t me a box o f  Epsom sal t s . 
Ah ' ll give yo ' dat Epsom salt s three times a day . Dat ' s  tub keep yore bowels 
open . Dat vinegah an ' dat , whut ah go t made up . Yo ' drink it fo ' t imes a day 
unt il it take a act on yo ' . Wel l ,  now , it - in drinkin ' da t ,  why it ' ll s t ir dat 
up in yo ' ,  yo ' s ee ,  stir dat poison up . An ' dat Epsom salt [ is ]  tuh keep yuh 
bowels open , yo ' see , an ' pas s i t  on through .  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 3 5 ) , 1006 : 6 . ]  

6944 . Well , dey say yo ' s  hurt if it  turns black , if somebody ' s hurt chew or 
tricked yo ' s ome way , it turns black . Said yo '  kin put it in yore mouth an ' it 

will turn black , dat dime , or yo ' kin weah it . 
S ILVER : QUARTER OR HALF DOLLAR Ei thah a f ifty cent piece or a quartah , an ' it  

will turn black if somebody has hurt chew . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454 ) , 2 644 : 19 . ] 

6945 . Well , yo ' take it an' yo ' boil it an ' yo ' dr ink it , an ' dey say dat 
will kill de poison. If anybody done anythin ' tuh yo ' ,  hit would kill it . 

SILVER : 3 QUARTERS OR 4 DIMES 

(How do you mean? Poison you how? ) 
If anybody fix a dose f o ' yo ' .  
(You mean if  they have live things in it  or some
thing o f  that sort ? )  
Yassuh , i f  yo ' drink dis watah , yo ' b o i l  three 

quartahs an ' drink i t ,  three quartahs . 
(You said three quarters or forty c ent s . Wha t do you mean by f orty cents ? )  
[ Informant had said forty cents before recording began and I want a repet ition 

and explanation . ] 
Dat means fo ' dimes . 
(You do the same thing with the four dimes that you did with the three quart

ers ? )  
Yessuh , y o '  kin boil ' em an ' den drink d e  watah . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1501) , 

2668 : 7 . ] 
694 6 . Say , f er ins tant [ instance] if somebody wus poisoned or sompin ,  sompin 

intuh ' em .  Take a silvah dollah an ' s crape it an ' put it in a po t or kit tle 
[ ket t l e ]  an ' boil dat s crapin ' an ' give de ind ividual watah . 

SILVER : DOLLAR Dat ' s all . Dat will make dem bring dat poison back up . [ Bruns
wick , Ga . ,  (1174) , 1983 : 3 . ]  
6947 . Jes ' lak she runnin '  out on yo ' an ' doin' bad things an ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootvork - 3149 

yo ' know it . She comin ' in an ' she kinda drinkin ' a little . If she don ' t  come 
in too high [ drunk or intoxicated ] an ' don ' let ' er be [ somethiag] . Yo ' take a 

basin of  watah an ' take an' put ' er han '  in it , 
SLEEP-TALKING - PAN OF WATER an ' ast ' er a ques tion while she ' s  sleepin ' . 

She ' ll talk wit chew j es '  lak she wide awake an '  
tell yo ' ever ' thin ' , where she been an ' whut she done an ' all . [Brunswick, Ga . , 
(1247 ) , 1913 : 2 . ] 

6948 . Yo ' could take de shoe an ' take i t  an ' lie it undah de baid , botta.
side upward s ,  an ' lie dere han ' in a pan of watah an ' make ' em  tell whut de ' 
[dey = they ] done aftah night . Tell evahthin ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1071) , 

1 731 : 10 . ] 
SNAIL - CORNS AND WARTS 6949 . Take a snail an ' j es '  lak if  yo ' have corns or 

warts an ' things on yo ' ,  yo ' kin take a snail an ' rub 
' fm  on dere an ' hit will carry dem away . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1121 ) , 1803 : 7 . ]  

6950 . (Rub this snail on the corn? ) 
Yessuh , unt il that slime gits on there . 
(That takes the corn off ? )  
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (925) , 1503 : 14 . ] 
6951 . Dey take a snail an ' if she gi t s  chure clothes , why she ' ll take a snail 

an' put it wit ' er s tarch an ' she ' ll put wart s  all ovah yo ' . Dat ' s  whut dat ' s  
used fo ' , de warts . 

(She puts the snail in the water that she washes the clo thes with? ) 
In de  star ch when she starch yore clothes . She ' ll put one or two snails in 

dat starch , an ' dat j uice o f  dat snail will put war ts all ovah yo ' ,  anywhere it 
tetch yo ' .  [Ano ther informant from Wilson says the rubb ing must be done when de 
.aon ' s  a shrinkin ' (No . l5 6 3 , p . 494) . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (147 6) , 2651 : 1 . ] 

695 2 . (How would they do that ? )  
Take an ' mash it  up . [What ? See later. ] Yo ' u s e  dat an '  make a tea out o f  

it fo ' whoop ing cough . Dries it  up an ' use it  as a powder [ for making a tea] . 
[A penc iled note o f  mine identifies the thing 

SRAKESHED POWDER - WHOOP ING COUGH mashed up as a snakeshed. Two other no tes of  
mine say do not use unless a para l le l ;  infor

.ant is fair. The INDEX (vol . 5 ) may give us another example , but meanwhile Hoo
dOo has a s imilar cure in which snakeshed powder cures bad nerves (No . l564 , 
p . 494 ) . Also suggestive is another rite of mine collec ted year s ago : A person 
lli Z Z  lose his shingles [ [ or herpes ] ] ,  if he ki l ls a snake and wraps it about them. 
Sometimes the snake is skinned so that the inside of the skin may be app lied 
{FACI , 2nd ed . ,  No . 5400 , p . 240) . ]  [Washington , D . C . , ( 628) , 807 : 8 . ] 

6953 . Spidahs are good fo ' fevah . Say yo ' take 
SPIDER - WATER BATH FOR FEVER de spidahs an ' yo ' boils ' em an ' bath [ not bathe ) 

patient ' s  body in de watah , an ' dey ' ll recovah 
from fevah . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1104 ) , 1 7 7 8 : 16 . ] 

6954 . Ah seen mah mo ther- in-law have used sulphur in 
SULPHUR - INSIDE HOUSE her house .  She spr inkled de sulphur down . An ' if any

body comes dere dat don ' t lak yo ' ,  dey won ' t stay long . 
Dey go away . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1010 ) , 1636 : 3 . ] 

695 5 . If  yo ' think dat yo ' goin ' be triaked or wuz triaked, well ah tell yo ' 
'bout de luckiest thing dat ah know tuh he ' p  yo ' self .  Jes ' use sulphur . Jes ' 

put sulphur in each cornah 
SULPHUR - 4 INSIDE CORNERS OF HOUSE - BURN AT NIGHT of yore house an ' burn de 

sulphur at night . No roots . 
It ' s  umpossible tuh work ovah sulphur . [ Sumter , N .  Car . , (1364) , 2406 : 5 . ]  

6956 . If someone wuz tryin ' tuh move yo ' outa de house an ' yo ' wanted tuh 
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stay der e ,  yo ' would git  chew some sulphuh an ' go roun ' [ c ircumambulat e ]  de 
house .  An ' each cornah of de house - yo ' wouldn ' t  have tuh t ell ' em ,  yo ' 

SULPHUR - CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - 4 OUTS IDE CORNERS 
wouldn ' t  let nobody know 
about d is - yo ' would j es ' 
sprinkle a l i ' le sulphur in 

each cornah . An ' yo ' would j es '  rake back j es '  enough d irt - if yo ' put it  right 
smar t - tuh keep anybody from no ticin ' i t .  All de way roun ' d e  house . An ' de 
p er son who wuz tryin ' tuh - who wuz comin ' in tuh move yo ' out of dis house or 
have yo ' move , why dey couldn ' t  come in . An '  yo ' would stay dere an ' dey couldn ' t 
put chew out . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 249 2 : 8 . ] 

SULPHUR - CREAM OF TARTAR - EP SOM SALTS 
6 9 5 7 . Tuh kill it an ' tuh move it from 
yo ' ,  yo ' would use sulphur , cream o f  

. tartar an ' salt - Epsom sal t s . Dat 
will remove it outa yo ' becuz it will kill it . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 53 9 ) , 6 60 : 10 . ] 

6 9 5 8 . If anyone wanta try tuh put a spell on yo ' - whut chew take an ' weah 
it fo ' , tuh keep dem from do in ' dat - is weah a l i ' le sulphur in yore pocket 

SULPHUR WORN - P INCH OF IT EATEN OCCASIONALLY 
evah day an ' eat a p inch evah 
now an ' den . See , an ' dat will 
keep dem from put t in '  de spell 

on yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1007 ) , 1 6 28 : 12 . ] 

SULPHUR - EAT 
6959 . One o f  de greatest things fo ' any 
said , dat if anythin ' happens tuh yo ' by 
j is '  eat plenty sulphur . Jis ' lay r ight 

disas tah , i t  have b een 
evil people , dat ' s  tuh 
tuh dat sulphur an ' it 

will kill it out . 
(That ' s  i f  there is anything ins ide o f  you? ) 
Dat ' s de idea . Eat dat sulphur . [ St .  Petersbur g , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 1591 : 9 . ]  
696 0 .  I f  anybody been poisoned, yo ' kin git some swee t mi lk an ' a package 

of sulphur an ' throw dis intuh di s sweet milk . An ' stir it up an ' carry it an ' 

SULPHUR - MILK 

give it tuh dis p er son , an '  i f  dey poisoned terrib ly bad , ' nuff 
tuh kill ' em ,  [ they ' ll get well ] . [ Faye tteville ,  N.  Car . , 
(145 2 ) , 2 6 39 : 9 . ] 
6 9 6 1 .  Jes ' lak anyway dey had g i t  it  in somepin tuh ea t ,  or 
somp in othah lak dat , well , sweet milk an ' sulphur , dey take dat . 

If dey git dat in time ,  take it ' fo '  [ b efor e ]  i t  git on too fur , why dat ' ll cur e  
' em.  Sweet milk an ' sulphur . 

(That will kill this stuff that t hey have b een triaked with . ) [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (1346) , 2329 : 2 . ] 

696 2 .  Take a fresh laid egg an ' mix de - mix sulphur in it an ' fresh milk . 
Jis ' make a li ' le crack in dere an ' take a s t raw an ' put it dere an ' drink it . 

SULPHUR - SWEET MILK - EGG 
SUCKING THROUGH STRAW 

(What wi ll that do ? )  
Dat ' ll stop anybody do in '  yo ' eny harm . See , den 
yo ' kin dr ink wi t yo ' frien ' s .  Yo ' kin take a -
j is '  lak somebody would wanta give yo ' tuh drink a 

glas s of wine an ' dey don ' lak yuh , an ' dey fix i t  fo ' yuh , say , "All right boys , 
l et ' s go . "  Dey j is ' take one [ drink ] an ' set it dere , an ' dis one [ dr ink] an ' 
set it dere , an ' this one [ drink ] , an ' set ' em dere [ you can safely dr ink any of 

SULPHUR - NEW POCKETBOOK - RIGHTHAND P OCKET 

them] . [ Charl eston: , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 
648 : 7 . ] 
6963 . An ' dey tells me if yo ' 
wanta b e  lucky - sho ' ' nuff lucky 
an ' nobody can ' t do yo ' nuthin 

buy yo ' a bran ' -new pocketbook . An ' pack it wi t sulphur an ' tote i t  in yo re 
r ight-han ' pocket , an ' yo ' ll be lucky an ' nobody can ' t do yo ' nuthin . [ Sumter , 
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S.  Car • •  (1370) . 2429 : 2 . ]  
6 9 64 . Put a li ' le saltpetah in yore sho e .  Weah it in yore shoe an '  sulphur 

in yore shoe . Dat ' ll keep de poison from gwine [ go ing (into your body) ] ,  tetch

SULPHUR AND SALTPETER IN SHOE S 
in ' [ touching ] yo ' . See . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1092 ) . 1 7 5 9 : 11 . ] 
6965 . It ' s  also good fo ' dose 

take de silvah , any kinda silvah or s t eel . Yo ' scrape de - yo ' 
evil thin ' s .  Yo ' 
f ile it , chew 

SULPHUR - SILVER OR STEEL 
know , an ' yo ' take dat dust an ' yo ' 
[ pinch o f ]  it in yuh foods . Dat ' ll 
[ ej ect ] de evil , whutsomevah dey ' ve 

eat a 1i ' le  pi.Dcha 
always proj ect 
did fo ' yo ' - tub 

yo ' .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (983) , 591 : 10 . ] 
6966 . If  yo ' wan ' anybody tuh tell sompin an '  dey talk in dere s leep , yo ' 

could git a knif e . a pocketknife an ' dey call yo ' .  Yo ' walk tuh dere baid an' 
take dis pocketknife an ' open it an ' lay in de p� '• 

SLEEPTALKING [ palm] o f  dey han ' lak dis [demons trates ] . Shet it 
(1)  POCKETKNIFE IN HAND up in dere han ' lak dat [ demonstrates ] an ' dey ' ll 

tell yo ' evah ' thin ' dey evah did in dere life . 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (1322) , 2267 : 7 . ] 

696 7 . She ' ll take a cold pan of  watah an ' put ' is han ' s in it  whils t  he 
sleepin ' an ' den ask ' im dif f ' ren ' questions . An ' when she ask ' im dem ques

tions , den he answah dem.  Do dat tuh a woman 
(2) WATER - HAND IN PAN OF or a man . it don ' make no diff ' rence . Jis ' put 

' is han ' in dis watah . Why she kin say , "Bob , 
yo ' went sech a place las ' night , didn ' t chah? " An ' ah ' ll [he ' ll ]  answah de 
�stion .  [ Fayet teville , N. Car . , (1407 ) , 25 29 : 4 . ] 

6968 . Git a pan o f  watah . Jis ' git a pan of watah yo ' see , an ' put dere han ' 
fa dat watah . When yo ' git dere han ' in dat watah dey ' ll wake up , an ' wit d e  
t.n '  i n  dat watah dey goin '  talk .  Dey ' ll talk .  

TURNIPS 

2DirLE , THE LOGGERHEAD 
CATARACT 

(They ' ll talk in their sleep . )  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1368 ), 
242 5 : 6 . ] 
6969 . Turnips f or whooping cough . [Wilmington , N .  Ca� , 
(336) , 274 : 12+8 5 . ]  
69 7 0 .  Take gall from loggahhaid turtle , mix wit watah , 
use as eye drop tuh remove catahrak [ catarac t ] . [Mobile , 
Ala . , ( 7 0 7 ) , 9 7 1 : 10 . ] 
6971 . Said if yo ' had a woman an ' she wuzn ' t  treatin ' 

7D 1  right or sompin lak dat ,  gits yo ' a li ' le vial , an '  git some of [ her ] urinate 
... stop it up , an ' carry i t .  Git some of  ' er ahambah Zye an ' stop it  up in a 

li ' le vial an ' carry it in yore pocket always wit chew, 
..x1E - BOTTLED - WORN an ' dat ' ll s top de woman runnin ' aroun ' . [Runnin ' 

aroun ' includes after o ther men . This belief should 
� been put under ahasti ty-beZt  rites in margin title URINE - BOTTLED , v . 3 ,  
.,. 2383-2384 . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1460) , 2649 : 19 . ] 

� - ALUM - SALT - IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
6972 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dat if yo ' s  
[ you is ] triaked [ in ]  any way , yo ' 
could take yuh ahambah Zye an ' put 

t£ in yuh - take some table salt an ' some alum an ' [ urine and ] mix it up tuh
�h , an '  sprinkle it all at each fo ' cornahs of  de house , an ' dat ' ll kill i t .  

(If somebody has planted something for you? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1081) , 175 0 : 4 . ] 
6973 .  Now if somebody put a spell on yo ' or sompin lak dat ,  wanta kill yuh -

-.11, yo ' know , serious - sompin gonna knock yo ' out right away , see . Well , ah 
-.11 yah how tuh git rid of  dat . Yo ' git some bluestone , yo ' know, out de drug 
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store an ' make watah . Make yer own watah , j is '  lak yo ' nurinate , an ' put it in 
a bottl e .  An ' put dat blues tone in der e  an ' let i t  stay in dere a while . An ' 

URINE - BLUE STONE - INTO TOILET - PULL CHAIN 
take it  an ' po ' [ pour ] in a toi
let an ' it ' ll sink an ' let it go 
on out . Pull de chain [o ld-fash

ioned device ] an ' let it go on out . An ' 
wanta happen tuh me will happen tub yo ' .  

[ This i s  called retuming the spe l.Z . ]  
(That i s  i f  somebody has hurt you ,  put 

( ? )  t 65 3 : 3 . ] 

de same thin ' which yo ' [ spellcaster ] 

a spell on you . )  [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , 

697 4 . Put sulphur an ' 
put it in ahambah Zye an '  

bluestone an ' brimstone , t ie all dat up tuhgethah an ' 
throw it  roun ' yore hous e ,  an ' nobody kin put down any 

URINE - BLUESTONE - BRIMSTONE - SULPHUR 
aunjure fo ' yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(129 2) , 2091 : 1 . ] 
6 9 7 5 . Say yo ' kin use nails , dat ' s  

when yo ' a subj ect o f  ga s .  I f  yo ' a subj ect o f  gas an ' yo ' use nine nails in a 

VINEGAR - 9 NAILS IN BOTTLE OF - DRINK 9 MORNINGS 
bottle of vinegah , yo ' b e  
shuh [ sure ] yo ' drink .a tea
spoonful fo ' nine mawnin ' s  

an ' dat will take care of de  gas . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (10 5 2 ) , 1707 : 7 . ] 
69 7 6 .  Red clay and vinegar poultice for rheu

VINEGAR - RED CLAY - RHEUMATI SM mat ism . [ Baltimore , Md . ,  (about 142 ) , 46 : 7+8 5 . ]  
697 7 . Well ,  now , yo ' kin take lard an ' vinegah 

an ' sugah an ' kill any poison in de worl ' .  Yo ' undahs tan ' me , if yo ' us e it right 

VINEGAR - SUGAR - LARD - FOR POISON 
away . Yo ' undahs tan ' me , yo ' kin take lard 
an ' sugar an ' mix it tuhgethah , yo ' undah
stan '  me , in a quart bottle . Lard , vinegar 

an ' sugah . An ' mix it 
take a tablespoon fulla 
worl ' .  

in a quart bottle . I f  it ' s  r ight den , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' 
it three time a day . An ' dat ' ll stop any poison in de 

(That ' s  what you do [us e ]  when people come to you? ) 
Sure . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 2 ) , 6 24 : 4 . ] 
6978 . Ah hear ' d  t ell o f  wahps [ hornet ] nest - dat yo ' take an ' git a wahps 

nest on somepin ,  if  yo ' tooth ache , dat chew kin take an ' smoke dat an ' dat will 

WAHPS [ WASP = HORNET] NEST - TOOTHACHE 

WATER THAT RUNS 

cure it . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1398 ) , 
2519 : 4 . ] 
6979 . Whut dey put on ' em ,  ah don ' know, 
but ah ' ve known of socks bein '  gott en out 
of a mat tres s .  Den put it in runnin ' 

watah . Dat ' ll 
1502 : 12 . ] 

take de bad luck on o f f , if  dey have i t . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 25 ) , 

6 980 . [ The fol lowing rite I reduced to a no te because I say do no t  use� have 
simi Zar e� Ze and reaheak before using. I wanted to transcribe the story later 
for the term hoodoo man : ] Yo ' kin turn i t  baak on the person by throwing the 
thing into running wat er . [Richmond , Va . , (362) , 299 : 2+8 5 . ]  

6981 . If you have a [ social ] diseas e and have a running , they claim if you 
take some of that and go backward to a stream o f  running water and throw it over 

WATER THAT RUNS - WALK BACKWARDS TO - OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
THROW RUNNING FROM VENEREAL DISEASE 

your lef t shoulder , 
it will cause that 
running to s top . 
[ That word soaiaZ 

wi thin bracket , originally a parenthesis , is mine . What it rep laces I no longer 
remember . Above it I have a note aopy myseZf! Back in 1936 when this b elief was 
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collected , everything about a venereal disease was taboo . A fioal DOte of mine 
reads My original [ [ pencil ] ]  copy neveP typed, dated H . M. B .  note Aug. 1971 . ] 
[ Ocean City , Md . ,  (14) , Ediphone cylinder 8 . ] 

698 2 .  Ah ' ve had d e  c laps s o  bad unt il ah didn ' t d o  nuthin but a solid streaa 
of blood evah t ime ah made watah . An '  ah went tuh Dr . O ' Leary here an' be washed 
.ah bladdah out an ' he tole me , he said , "Yo ' got a sore on de end o f  yo ' bladdah . 
Yo ' been havin ' dat - yo ' been ovahstrainin ' so long until it ' s  worked back up 

WATER THAT FALLS 
RAINWATER - CORNMEAL - TURPENT INE 

intuh yo ' stomic . "  
(This doctor , was he a medical doctor?)  
Yes , an ' he  nevah did  do  me no good . So 
f inely , ah one day , ah wuz workin ' at de 

shop down dere , ah ovaheerded someone , a fellah , talkin ' . An ' ah says , ''Well , 
ah' m goin ' tuh use dat remedy . Ah went right on home an '  tried i t .  He says get 
a pint o f ,  a bottle , an ' f ill i t  half-fulla meal . 

(What kind of meal? ) 
Balf- fulla co rnmeal . 
(Half-full o f  cornmeal . )  

An '  put nine drops o f  turpentine in dere . Den git chew some rain watah an ' 
fill dat bottle up . An ' den shake it up right good ' t ill it all resolve [ dis
solve ] an ' yo ' know - when it resolve [ dissolve ] down de meal , dat brings it 
down about dat low [ demonstrates ] .  Den yo ' see it sinks down in dat watah . Yo ' 
shake it up an ' take a good swallah outa dat three t imes a day , an ' dat cleah 
yo ' out . Ah don ' care whut ' s  de mattah wit chew. Well , ah had it so bad dat ah 
couldn' t  hardly walk , it burned me tuh walk . [ I  f ixed ] dat j ah [ j ar ]  mahself , 
yo ' know. An '  ah say , "Ah ' m go in ' home an ' try dat . "  Now , dis , dis is by ex
perienc e .  1 Ah ' ve done it twice . Evah time ah have it an ' I ' ve tole othah men 
about it . Ah know a frien ' dat done dat . Ah fixed ' im a bottle o f  it an ' it 
cured ' im. Ah carried - ah goes home an ' ah gits me a pint bot tle , an ' ah fills 
it hal f fulla meal , an '  ah gits dis rain watah . 

[Here , thinking that informant was merely repeating , I s topped record ing to  
save cylinder space ; but  immediately realiz ing that he  was adding something new , 
I res tarted machine to ask what he d id with the cork . ] 

(What did you do with that cork? )  
Put a trench in dat s toppah so de air will j is ' sour dat meal , sour it where 

de air kin git out an '  i t  won ' blow de cork out or eithah bus ' de bottle . 
(I see . ) 
Or put chew a papah s toppah or somepin, so dat it won ' t be so t ight . Well , 

� about three days dat will b e  good an ' sour , an ' it have a good taste from dat 
turpentine . An ' dat ' ll rid yo ' - ease yo ' an ' cure yo ' up . [ Vicksburg , Miss . , 
(756) , 1037 : 4 . ] 

6983 . [ Rain water , �ateP f�m heaven as one informant called it , is the sub
stance of my following transcription not e : BpPain� pouring wateP on i t  from 
aecond-stopY �ndo� ! I remember the occasion slightly b ecause a younger man 

VATER, IMITAT ING RAIN - POURED FROM WINDOW OF 
SECOND STORY - ON SPRAINED ANl{LE OF MAN BELOW 

being interviewed at the same 
t ime laughed . This much I re
member . My informant said years 
ago he knew the man who did this 

.ad cured his sprain , despite the abs ence of a second story to his house . Be 
leaned a ladder agains t his one-sto ry shack , had his wife with a bucket of water 
climb the ladder , while he flat tened himself b eneath . Naturally a considerable 
.-aunt of water missed the ankle but no t the entire man . This is actually a 
sort of rain-making rite ! Could it or s·omething similar have come from the Amer
ican Indian? I s  it the remnant of  a humorous folk tale? Bas anyone collected a 
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parallel?  Those were two great days of  my life I spent o f  Deal Is land in the 
home of the Whites , who happened to be Blacks - see two pic tures o f  this home and 
us in ILLUSTRATIONS at end o f  HoodOo , vo lume 2 . ] 

6984 . [Here i s  a remarkable survival , perhaps my only example o f  the belief . 
This ri te has survived no t only time but also my notation doubtful , made only a 

WATER , IN A SPRING - HAIR INTO OVER SHOULDER 
NOT LOOKING BACK - KILLS ATTEMPT TO POISON YOU 

few months after its collect ion 
out in the fie ld ! ] 
Dey say if anybody wan ' a  try tuh 
poison yuh or anythin ' , or dey 

eithah try tuh run yuh crazy or anythin ' , dey say go tuh de runnin ' spring [ of 
water ] ,  an ' git choo a stran ' of [your ] hair , an ' turn yuh back to it  [ spring ] 
an ' t ' row in de watah , an ' nevah look at it , an ' dey say dat ' ll kill dat [witch
craft ] .  [ This is a substitution rite . The intended victim substitutes a s trand 
of hi s hair , a part o f  his li fe , for the whole o f  his life . To earlier man , and 
even into the Middle Ages many springs or wells were considered holy , each well 
guarded by its own spir it .  The Christian Church renamed these famous wells for 
saint s .  I lived for some months on a narrow winding s treet called Holywell , in 
Oxford , England . Fur ther , the Old Testament tells us that songs were sung t o  
wells and springs : Then Israe l sang this song: "Spring up� 0 we l t; sing ye unto 
i t� " in Numbers 21 : 1 7 . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (332) , 2 7 0 : 4+85 . ]  

6985 . [ The fol lowing rite , a MISCELLANEOUS CAUSE o f  sexual impotence (pp . 
2 34 1-2391) , should have followed margin title WATER RUNNING , p . 2389 : ]  

De willah tree , de weepin '  willah . Dey tell me dey kin take de  roots  o f  dat 
an ' make a tea or eithah dry it an ' sprinkle it on a man an ' yo ' ll stay wit ' im.  
He ' ll nevah have no connec tion wit no one . If he s tart ,  he ' ll fall . 

(Well , who would do that ? )  
WILLOW AND IMPOTENCE De woman , his wife , anybody , if he ' s  bad fo ' runnin ' aftah 

othah wimmins . Or if she ' s de same way , a man git dat , he 
can ' t s tay , he ' ll leave . He ' l l git mad wit de woman an ' leave her . It ' s  eithah 
way [ you can s top a man or woman] . 

(Well , then when he came home , he couldn ' t do any thing with his wife either? ) 
Oh , he be all right when he gi t home - j es '  stay home all de t ime . 
(Oh , he wouldn ' t be all right with other women? ) 
No , not fo ' nobody else , j e s ' dat woman . [Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 1417 ) ,  

2551 : 6 . ] 
6986 . Den �nothah thing , yo ' kin git wit ch hazel , olive oil , saltpetah an ' 

a pinch of bluestone , an ' make it up intuh a lickrish [ liquid ] . Take a teaspoon
ful three time a day .  Dat runs de devi Zment outa yo ' .  [Devilment is occasionally 

WITCH HAZEL 

WILLOW - BARK FROM NORTH SIDE 
TEA FOR NEUASMEE 

used as a synonym for cunj ure , roots , or witch
craft . Cons idering its  name , witch hazel is 
rarely us ed in hoodo o . ] [Mobile , Ala . , (? ) , 
96 9 : 7 . ]  
6 9 87 . Go tub de no ' t  side of  a willah tree an ' 
scrape de bahk [bark ] off  - yo '  know , j is '  
scrape - j is '  cut de top bahk off  an ' den scrape 

off some of dat white bahk o ffen [ o f f ] a willah tree . An ' it wus good fo ' neu
asmee. 

[Neuasmee appears to be a combination o f  neuralgia and asthma . ] 
(How would they use that? ) 
Well ,  yo ' take it an ' make a tea outa it , an ' drink de tea . Good for de neu

asmee.  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (11 7 5 ) , 198 7 : 5 . ] 
6988 . Any woman dat take willah tea ,  she ' ll nevah have 

WILLOW A CONTRACEPT IVE any children .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384 ) , 2460 : 8 . ] 
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6989 . Ah heard dat if yo ' kin git tuh a 
WOOD STRUCK BY LIGHTNING - TOOTHACHE t ree where de lightnin ' struck an ' if yo ' 

suf fah wi t too thache , well yo ' take an '  
git one o f  dose splintahs outa dere an ' p ick yore too th t ill it bleed an ' it will 
cure de toothache . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , (1398) , 2518 : 9 . ] 

6990 . De use dat fo ' toothaches an ' thin ' [ things ] i s  all ah evah know ' d  dat 
tuh be used fo ' .  

(This lightning-struck tree . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (118 9 ) , 2009 : 6 . ) 

( 3 ) . ALCOHOLICS 

[ This i s  the third sub section o f  section FOLK MEDICINE . Back in the days when 
I collected general folklo re , cures for the drunkard , l ike remed ies for venereal 
diseases , were not qui te pro per procedure ; consequently many fruitless healing 
methods have prob ab ly been lo s t . Alcoholism is a legi t imate part o f  hoodoo be
cause it can b e  the result o f  a spell cast - see DRINKING SPELL , p . 33 . ] 

6991 . Well , yo ' git chew nine o f  do s e  large ant ses . Dat ' s  whut chew speakin ' 
about . Call d em bull ant s es . 

(What co lor are they? ) 
Red .  Yassuh , g it nine o f  ' em an ' yo '  call yore husban ' o r  yore cousin o r  who

somevah .  Yo ' call dere name evaht ime yo ' drop one a [ one o f ) dem antses i n  dere 
[ a  bo ttle o f  whiskey ] .  Yo ' call d ere name an ' stop dat up . An '  

ANTS 9 - RED den yo ' git dat - j is '  po ' it  [ whiskey ] o f f  aftah yo ' let ' em 
[ ants ] in dere , an ' de whiskey will kill ' em all , s ee .  Well , yo ' 

s t rain ' em of f yo ' know , an ' j is '  give ' em  [victim] a dr ink of dat . Dey won ' t 
drink no mo ' whiskey , cuz i t  go in ' make ' em sick .  Make ' em  sick as a do g .  

(You put these ants in the whiskey and s train i t  o f f  and give i t  t o  them . ) 
Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1211) , 2 049 : 6 . ) 
69 9 2 .  Yo ' g o  t uh  a pers on dat i s  very sick an ' make ' em ho ld a apple in dere 

hand . An ' bring dat apple back home an ' leave her eat da t app le , an ' dat ' ll stop 
' er from dr inkin ' . 

APPLE - FROM S ICK P ERSON ' S HAND - EATEN BY ALCOHOL IC (You have to do this with 
someone that is very , very 

sick. Put the apple in that hand and then you bring that apple back home and 
make her eat that apple . )  

Yes , dat ' ll s top ' er from drinkin ' . 
[ I  believe my informant , marked exce llent , has given me an incomplete trans

ference- o f-di sease r i te so common in get t ing r id of a wart or s ty - see many 
example s  in FACI , 2nd ed . Surely , after our alcoholic has eaten the apple , the 
core should be returned and placed again in the hand o f  the VePy sick person . 
The lat t er on dying will carry away the disease or spell afflicting our patient . ]  
[New Orleans , La . , ( 80 4 ) , 113 0 : 6 . ]  

699 3 .  If yo ' have a frien ' dat drinks likkah an ' yo ' wants tuh stop ' im  from 
it , yo ' t ake - yo ' cut ' is own shirt right undah de arm where he sweat s at [de

monstrates ] .  
ARMP IT - PERSPIRATION FROM LEFT - IN WHI SKEY (Under the left arm. ) 

Uh-hmm. An ' yo ' boil it in a l i ' l  
vatah . Den yo ' take an ' s train it an '  po ' it intuh some moonshine or whiskey -
vhutevah he dr inks - an ' put it where he kin gi t i t  ' isself . When he drink dat , 
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he ' ll nevah drink ano thah drop . 
(Take a p iece from his own shirt , his und ershirt . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1206 ) , 

2035 : 5 . ] 
6994 . A fellah dat is a b ad likkah drinkah - spent all yore money , let chure 

wife go necked [ naked ] ,  let chureself to necked - dey tell me i f  yo ' ll take , 
while he ' s drunk , if yo ' ll take as per in an '  put it  intuh ' i s likkah , 

ASPIRIN an ' when he wakes up tub take a li ' le drinka dis likkah an ' put asperin 
in it , dey tell me dat ' ll kill de taste of  likkah . [Florence , S .  Car . , 

(1311) , 2 2 23 : 2 . ] 
699 5 .  See , j is '  lak dis b ed  is , yo ' take a fellah - ah don ' care how he 

dressed , where he comin ' from - . de eas ies ' thin ' is a church . 
(Church? ) 

BEDBUG [My transcriber could not understand this word - see ZateP. ] 
Yeah , an ' den invite him, whahevah he be at , if he ' s a fellah love tub 

drink an ' - it j is '  as easy - j is '  swipe [ swish] dat in dere an '  put it in ' is 
likkah . An ' he ' ll nevah regret seein ' likkah no more . 

(That ' s  a bedbug ,  isn ' t it ? ) 
Yeah , a bedbug . 
[The preceding word ahurch should be chinch , a leg itimate word for bedbug 

(Cimex Ze atulaPius ) . Several times I al so heard about a different bug , the 
chinch bug (BZissus ZeuaoptePUB ) destructive of grass and grain in the U . S . A .  
during dry seasons . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (84 3 ) , 1280 : 3 . ] 

6 99 6 .  (What do you call them? ) 
Kints . 
(Kints? ) 
[Here we have the same trouble as in the preceding rite . ]  
Yes , sir , dat ' s  whut we call ' em  here . 
(What do you do with that , then? ) 

Yo ' gits dis blood - j is '  lak yo ' d come in drunk , well yo ' h,ve dis likkah all 
ready dere an ' yo ' take dis chinches an ' yo ' squeeze dis blood outa dere in dat ,  
an '  yo ' give it tub ' im,  "Do yo ' wan ' a drink? " Well , yo ' po ' s  it out an ' yo ' 
give it tub ' im. Aftah da t he ain ' t goin ' tuh gi t drunk , ' cuz ah did dat mah self. 

(That wil l  s top you from d rinking ? )  
Yes , s i r , indeed it would . [New Or leans ,  La . , (838 ) , 1261 : 6 . ] 
6 99 7 . She kin take some beef blood an ' put i t  in some whiskey yo ' know , an ' 

g ive dat tub ' im.  Yo ' j is ' , put nine drop s in dere at de t ime , yo ' know , an ' let 
' im  drink dat .  An ' dat ' ll make ' im s ick an ' dat ' ll turn 

BEEF BLOOD 9 DROP S ' im agains t it . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1541) , 2787 : 14 . ] 
6998 . Dey says yo ' kin take a beef gall an ' give him de 

BEEF GALL b eef gall in co ffee an ' dat ' ll stop ' im from dr inkin ' likkah . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1117 ) , 1 7 94 : 3 . ] 

BEEF GALL 9 DROPS 6999 . [They] tell me yo ' take beef gall an ' yo ' put 9 drops 
intuh a bot tle of  whiskey . See if he don ' t  stop dr inkin ' . 

[New Or leans , La . , (803 ) , 1122 : 3 . ] 
7000 . [ One of thes e catfish-blood rites to make a person s top drinking whis

key tells us : de female catfish min 's tPates Zak a woman evah munt - see p . l869 , 
lines 11-20 , v . 3 . ] 

CATFISH BLOOD FROM TAIL Well , yo ' kin take a man dat drinkin ' whiskey all de 
time , why yo ' kin ketch a live catfish any time , an ' 

yo ' j is '  cut ' im r ight ' crost ' is tail or somep in-lak or anythin ' . An ' den let 
de blood drop right down in a bot tle an ' puh [ p our ] de whiskey in it , an ' shake 
it up an ' give it tub ' im,  an ' let ' im drink an ' he ' ll vomit .  If yo ' keeps dat 
up fo ' a while , an ' evah time he drinks it ' ll make him s ick an ' prob ' ly break ' im  
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off from drinkin ' . Evah time yo ' do dat , it ' ll make him sick . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 42 ) , 1012 : 4 . ] 
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7001 . [ The rite under the present numb er and the rite to follow UDder a sep

arate number are almost identical , yet each comes from a different perSOD and 
trip to Memphis . For a similar s ituation , see my introductory note on p . l872 
to interview EUREKA HOTEL WHERE I INTERVIEWED IN MEMPHIS BUILT BY THE DEAD . )  

Git a cat fish whilst he ' s  live an ' st ick ' im in de tail , an' ketch dat blood 
an ' put it intuh - make it up firs ' ' fore yo ' put it in dere cuz de whiakey ' ll  
cook it an' make i t  lumpy . But chew make it up in j is '  a li ' le watah an '  den 
yo ' put it intuh dis whiskey an ' shake it up . An ' give it tuh dat man an ' he 
won ' want no mo '  whiskey . [Memphis , Tenn . , (938) , 1519 : 4 . ] 

7002 . Take a catfish an ' git ' is blood . Stick de f ish in ' is tail - he have 
tuh be ' live - s tick ' im in ' is tail an ' ket ch dat blood an ' mix it up in watah 
firs t , becuz de whiskey will cook de blood . Mix it up in watah an ' den put it 
in whiskey an ' shake it  up an ' give it tuh ' em.  Dat ' ll prevent ' im from drink
in' . [Memphis ,  Tenn. , (1524) , 2713 : 10 . ] 

7003 . Well , she go tuh a market where she kin buy a catfish , a small-size 
cat . Bring ' im  home an ' wash ' im off nice an ' clean . Split ' im on both sides 

of ' is tail about a inch an ' a half down 
CATFISH BLOOD FROM BOTH SIDES OF TAIL tuh de end of ' is tai l .  Hol ' a saucah , 

a white saucah undah dere an ' let de 
blood drip in dere . Git ' im a half a p inta whiskey an ' put dat in de whiskey an ' 
put it where he kin drink it . An '  he ' ll nevah tech no mo ' as long as he live , 
an '  ah' ll guarantee he won ' t .  [New Orleans , La . , (1566) , 287 0 : 1 . ] 

7004 . Yo ' git a catfish . An ' it ' s  go t one drop of blood in it , in fron ' of  
it between ' is eyes . Yo ' take yuh ic e pick , yo ' git dat dropa [ drop of]  blood 

outa de cat fish while he ' s  alive . 
CATFISH BLOOD - 1 DROP - FROM BETWEEN EYES An '  yo ' drop it in dat likkah . Yo ' 

shake it an ' give it ' 1m tuh drink . 
An '  whenevah he drink it , dat ' ll make him sick .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (802) , 
1119 : 4 . ] 

7005 . Mah s istah did it tuh make huh husban ' stop drinkin ' - wit it - becuz 
he wuz a pure drunkard . Dere wuz a o le fortunete l Zah �oman wuz comin ' along de 

street an ' he always wuz drunk an ' would throw ' is 
CATFI SH BLOOD - 2 DROPS money away . An' he tole huh - she tole mah sistah tuh 

go tuh de rivah an ' git ' uh a catfish , an ' take two 
dropsa his blood an ' drop it intuh dat whiskey whut he drink .  An '  he ain ' t uevah 
drink a drop since . 

(Two drops o f  blood? ) 
Two dropsa live cat fish blood . An ' he ain' t nevah drink a drop since . [New 

Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1112 : 1 . ] 
7006 . Ket ' choo [ ketch choo = catch you] a live catfish or garfish , an ' while 

be alive , an ' git choo a halfa pinta likkah an ' put three dropsa blood in it , 
while he ' s  [ the fish is ] alive , an '  give 
it ' im  [ the man ] . 

CATFISH OR GARFISH - 3 DROPS OF BLOOD (That will stop him from drinking? ) 
Stop ' im  from drinkin' .  
[This may be the only reference in Hoodoo 

to the gar , or bi l ly gar as we used to call it during my childhood at Quincy , 
Illinois , on the Mississippi River . The fresh-water gars of the U . S . A .  are ga
DOids of the order Ho tostei family , Lapisosteidae , widely distributed in eastern 
.ad central U . S .A . , as long-nosed gar and short-no sed gar . Our present gar may 
be the alligator gar , a much larger fish found farther south . ] [New Orleans , 
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7 00 7 . Plenty times dat happen dat way . Yo ' ll git  a bunch of fishes an ' yo ' ll 
sometimes f ind a iive fish on dere ; yo ' know, dat ' s not daid . Yo ' ll go tuh work 

an ' yo ' ll git dat fish an' yo ' ll 
CATFI SH - 2 DROPS OF BLOOD DAILY FOR 9 DAYS gut dat fish . An ' yo ' ll take nine 

drops of ' is b lood [ see correc t ion 
later ] an ' yo ' ll go tuh work an ' yo ' ll put it in a bot t le or somewhere yo ' kin 
keep . An' yo ' ll give him a drop or two drops evah mawnin ' . He won ' wanta see 
any mo ' [whiskey ] . 

(Stops him from drinking . )  
Yes . [A correction follows . ] Ah mean fo ' nine days . Give him two drops yo ' 

see , but yo ' s ee yo ' make it fo ' nine days . 
(What kind of  fish? ) 
Cat fish,  but he mus t  b e  ' live . [Algiers ,  La . ,  (1602) , 3025 : 12 . ] 
7008 . Take b eef gall . Take some beef gall an ' a catfish ; yo '  know , dese 

ole big long-head mud cat s . Take dat mud catfish gall , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' 
take a [ chicken] egg an ' beat it up wit dis ; keep 

CATFI SH GALL OR BEEF GALL it from bein ' so b i ttah , yo ' undahstan ' .  An ' take 
[ add ] dis whiskey , beat i t  up good , good , good ; so 

it won ' t  foam much , yo ' undahs tan ' . An ' shake it up in de bo ttle of  whiskey an ' 
let ' im drink dat . I t ' ll stop ' im from drinkin '  all de whiskey in de world . 
[New Orleans , La . , (850) , 1315 : 2 . ]  

7009 . Yo ' kin take a catfish or use some of  de slime o f fa his hide , or eithah 
cut ' im an ' git s omea his blood - maybe a teaspoonful an ' put i t  in ' is drink an '  

git even wit 'im. Or , i f  yo '  wanta stop ' em from 
CATFI SH HIDE SLIME OR BLOOD drinkin ' , yo ' see , well , yo ' see , yo ' don ' t  use 

quite as much , j is '  a l i ' le .  Give him dat in a 
drink an ' he ' ll nevah drink no mo ' .  Put it  intuh whiskey an ' let it stay in dere 
fo ' prob ' ly ,  well , twenty-fo ' hours . Den yo ' s train it if  yo ' see anythin ' aroun' 
through it . An '  if dey drinks dat whiskey wit dat fish blood in it , he ' ll go an '  
throw up [vomit ] - he ' ll try tuh turn ' is insides out . Oat ' s  wors e den eatin ' 
[ too much] . An ' dat ' s somepin yo ' kin do [ to s top a p erson from drinking ] .  

[Record very indis tinct here so last few l ines canno t be transcrib ed . ] 
But [ if ]  yo ' don ' t use nuthin but de s lime , dat ' s  [ t o ]  s top yo ' from drinkin ' ; 

but i f  yo ' use dat dere cat fish blood , it ' ll kill yo ' . 
(It ' ll kill you, but the slime will cure you from drinking . )  
De s l ime will absolutely s top yo ' from drinkin ' .  Dat make ' im heave up a 

li ' le , but dat b lood [will kill him] . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 5 6 ) , 1036 : 4 . ] 
7010 . Well , yo ' git some likkah an ' put cigah ashes in dere an ' den yo ' make 

' em drink o f f  it . He won ' t drink no mo ' .  [ Everywhere I found tobacco ashes a 
cure for alcoholism . ] [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1092 ) , 1760 : 4 . ]  

CIGAR OR CIGARETTE ASHES 7 011 . Tuh s top a man from drinkin ' when he ' s  [ a ]  real 
heavy [ drinker ] ,  when a man ' s  real heavy [ drinker ] ,  yo ' 

ain ' t got a thing tuh do but git chew some cigarette ashes , undahs tan ' , an ' put 
it intuh a p int of whiskey an ' shake it up . It ' ll s top ' im . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(936) , 1515 : 10 . ] 

701 2 .  As so o ften in hoodoo , the same r i t e  can b e used for an opposite pur
pose like the following one : ] 

Git close tuh de people . Treats [de peop le ]  dere one night [when opening a 
bootlegging business ] .  Git chure trade worked up right . An '  den , aftah dey come 
in , yo ' drop a li ' le sompin, cigah dus t , c igah ashes . Put it in dere glass an ' 
serve dis tuh ' em .  Serve dere stuff on dat , an ' dat will bring dem right b ack 
tuh yo ' . 
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(But they must come first . And the cigar ashes will bring them back there , 
if I am bootlegging . )  

Yes sir . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 169 2 : 2 . ] 
7013 . Yo ' j is '  take de whiskey , if he drinks a lot ,  an ' yo ' try tuh break 

it . Yo ' take a dead man ' s  han ' an ' po ' de whiskey intuh a basin an ' j is '  take 
his han ' an ' j is '  wash ' is han ' off wit dat whiskey . An' yo ' 

DEAD MAN ' S HAND po ' dat whiskey back in de bottle an ' yo ' give it tuh dat per
son [heavy drinker ] .  Or eithah yo ' kin take some • • •  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (15 2 7 ) , 2726 : 3 . ] 

DEERSKIN 7014 . Yo ' kin stop ' em  in two ways ah know of . Yo ' kin git 
chew a piece of deerhide - yes sir , de skin of a deerhide . An '  

yo ' kin make a tea outa dat an ' give d em  dat tuh drink an' dat ' ll stop ' em .  
(S top them from drinking liquor? )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1166 ) , 1959 : 6 . ] 

DISHRAG 7015 . Yo ' kin save him from dat . 
(How do you save him from that? )  
Dey say yo ' kin take a dishrag an ' put it in any kinda likkah, a 

greasy dishrag , an ' dey say de man will stop drinkin ' from dat . [ New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 782) , 1084 : 5 . ] 

7016 . Well , if yo ' got a man an ' yo ' don ' want ' im  tuh drink whiskey , yo ' go 
roun ' an ' de firs ' dog dat chew see wi t young puppies , real young puppies ,  yo ' 

ast de lady who owns it  tuh let chew milk , 
DOG - MILK FROM BITCH WITH PUPPIES or le t  ' er milk a li ' le of  dat milk intuh a 

glass . An ' git about six or eight tea
spoonsfulla dat milk in de glas s an ' po ' about - well , a gill of whiskey tuh it , 
an ' let ' im drink it . No mo ' whiskey fo ' him . 

(That will s top his drinking? )  
Yassuh , it ' ll stop ' em. AH STOPPED ONE FO ' A WHITE LADY OUT DERE ON DE OLE 

STREET . 
(That really -will s top them . ) [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1182 ) , 1993 : 10 . ] 
7017 . Take some fish eel , dose f ish eel yo ' know whut chew skin ' em. Yo ' 

kin take dat an ' dry it . Put it up an ' dry it an ' let it come tuh a powdah . 
An' put dat intuh ' is whiskey , an ' dat supposed tuh s top ' im from drinkin' . 

[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1527 ) , 2726 : 3a . ] 
IELSKIN DRIED AND POWDERED 7018 . If h e ' s a drinkah , whut chew kin do tuh stop 

' im from drinkin ' .  Yo ' take de skin of a eel , a 
Skinned eel , an' let de skin git dry . An ' aftah it ' s  dry , yo ' beat it up intuh 
a powdah an ' put it in some whiskey , an ' give ' im dat . He ' ll nevah want any mo ' .  
[Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259 ) , 2138 : 1 . ]  

7019 . Yo ' kin take . a eelskin, take an ' ketch a eel . Take his skin an ' let 
•t git dry , an ' yo ' take dat eelskin af tah it git dry an ' pound it up , an ' put 
•t in whiskey an ' give it tuh ' im.  Well , now when he drink dat , he might drink 
a balfa pint of  it . It ' ll make him so sick until he ' ll j is '  vomit till he ' bout 
tuh die .  Well , dat ' ll break ' im from drinkin ' whiskey . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1097 ) , 
1770 : 1 . ] 

7020 . Well , if yo ' is  a real heavy likkah drinkah , a woman kin take a - j is '  
lak if she don ' want chew tuh drink,  she ' ll go tuh work ' erself an ' buy yo ' a 

quart of  likkah . Well , now , yo ' know she have i t . 
IIISKTN SOAKED IN LIQUOR An ' git ' er a eelskin. Yo ' kin skin a eel an ' let 

' im dry . An ' aftah dat eelskin dry , take an ' put it 
� da t  likkah an' let it  s tay in dere a night or two . Den take him out .  He 
WDUldn ' t  know it . An ' den go an ' give it tuh ' im .  Dat ' ll break ' is likkah 
�in' up . [Waycross , Ga . , (115 9) , 1934 : 1 . ] 
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7021 . Well , dey say dey take de eelhide . Dey do an ' put in sompin an ' let 
soak in dere fo '  a couple of days . 

(In some liquor? ) 
Yes sir , fo ' a couple of  days , an ' den yo ' remove dat .  Strain dis stuff . 

Well , if yo ' wanta - if it  looks kinda druggy or too bad , yo ' put some mo ' tuh 
it an ' let it set dere an ' settle .  An ' den yo ' . drene [ drain] it off an ' give i t  
tuh d e  pers on , an ' hit ' ll make ' em s ick till dey quit .  

(They s top drinking . ) 
Yes . [ Savannah, Ga . , (1256) , 2130 : 5 . ] 
7022 . Says git a eelskin an' soak it in whiskey , about a p int o f  whiskey . 

Take dat eelskin an ' soak it in dat whiskey fa ' ' bout three days , an ' den yo ' 
take dat eelskin out . An ' j i s '  lak he be 

EELSKIN SOAKED 3 DAYS IN WHI SKEY drinkin ' an ' come in an ' eat suppah or sompi� 
yo ' give ' im dat an' it make him purtty sick 

heave a lot .  But it will break ' im up from drinkin ' whiskey . [ Brunswic k ,  Ga. , 
(1201) , 2017 : 9 . ]  

EEL - 1 DROP OF BLOOD FROM 7023 . (You get what? ) 
A eel , yo ' s ee ,  one o f  dem f ishee ls . Yo ' git chew 

a live fisheel an ' git one drop of blood from ' im . Now yo ' take dat drop o f  
blood an ' yo ' drop i t  in de drink dat d e  man i s  goin ' tuh drink,  an ' den he ain ' t 
goin ' tuh drink no mo ' .  

(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (867) , 1406 : 4 . ] 
7024 . Git a eel an ' git ' is blood an '  put three drops in dere , in dey whis

key , whutsomevah he drink, an '  give it  tuh ' im.  
Dat ' ll make him s ick an ' he ' ll stop drinkin ' . 

EEL - 3 DROPS OF BLOOD FROM [Algiers , La . ,  ( 15 93 ) , 2994 : 4 . ]  
7 025 . A eel . 
(You take an eel? ) 
Yo ' kin take a eel an ' take de blood of a eel an ' 
s top anybody from drinkin ' .  
(How do you do that? )  

EEL BLOOD FOR 9 DAYS Yo ' see , j is '  whut dey drink , yo ' take dat eel ' s 
blood an ' yo ' drop it  in dere . An ' when dey be  

drinkin ' , yo ' ll git enough an '  yo ' ll do  it  fo ' nine days . An '  evah time yo ' give 
dem a drink , yo ' ll put some of dat eel ' s  blood in dere , but it ' ll make ' em  awful 
sick.  But yo ' ll s top ' um  from drinkin ' . [New Orleans , La . , (834) , 1256 : 1 . ] 

7026 . Fathah Graybeard . Yes s ir , it ' s  a tree grows an ' have a beard j is '  
lak a man . Yo ' go dere an ' dig dat tree up an ' git de very top o f  de roots . 

But chew cain ' t take it off from de end , yo ' gotta go up in 
FATHER GRAYBEARD de - where it grow up in de big part of  de tree . An ' git de 

chips outa dat an ' put in de whiskey . I t ' ll make dem sick 
dey lak tuh kill demself . 

(You put this roo t in the whiskey to make a man stop drinking ? )  
Yes sir . 
(You get the root j ust as it goes into the trunk of  the tree . )  
[ The graybeard tree in the southern states of the United Stat es of  America is 

the fringe tree (Chionanthus ViPginiaa) , a small tree with clusters of  white 
flowers . The dried root bark is used as an aperient and diuretic . Whether this 
is the FatheP GPaybeaPd of the present rite I do not know. ] [ Waycross , Ga . ,  

( 1074) , 17 38 : 4 . ] 
FIG LEAVES 7027 . Yo ' take de f ig leaves . Yo ' git green fig leaves an ' yo ' put 

' em somewhere or ' no thah lak yo ' grind ' em up . Powdah ' em  up yo ' 
know j is ' lak yo ' would throw terbacca [ tobacco ] until yo ' poun ' dose green leaves 
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... Yo ' know whut ah mean . Yo ' let dem git dry enough till yo ' poun' dem green 
leaves teetollay [teetotally] up intuh a powdah , an ' yo ' kin use it . Dat sup
posed tub be wit candy or chewin' gum or anythin ' else . Jis ' sprinkle a li ' le 
ef dat powdah on de chewin ' gum or candy , an ' dat ' ll absolutely break 'em from 
�·. 

{Drinking liquo r ? )  
Yes sir . [ Savannah , Ga . , (127 7 ) , 2172 : 3 . ] 
7028. [ For MINNOW and MULLET , see later; CATFISH already given . ] 
Yo' kin take fish .  Den yo ' mash d e  fish an ' put hit in some whiskey , a raw 

fdece of fish .  Put it in whiskey . An ' if  yo ' wan ' chore husban ' or yore wife 

DSil - UNNAMED 
tuh quit drinkin ' - an ' evah t ime dey ask fo ' a drink of  whiskey, 
yo ' give dem a drink of dat . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1132 ) , 1837 : 10 . ] 
7029 . He ' s  drink , he don ' know whut he ' s  eatin ' , an ' dey say 

�he eat a bit  of dat , he won ' drink no mo ' .  

ftSII - ENTRAILS 
Well , now, when yo ' clean de fish , yo ' know , an ' yo '  will take 
de entrails out an ' if he drunk anyhow, an ' if he eat any of  
' em,  an ' dey say dat makes ' im sick , he ' ll vomit an ' he ' ll turn 

inst likkah . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 35) , 2 601 : 3 . ] 
7030. Supposed tuh break any habit prakly [ practically] . See , in de fo ' k  o f  

.a road where d e  road come tuh j oin dataway [ demons trate s ] , o r  eithah cross data

JIORK OF ROAD OR CROSSROAD DIRT 
.. DIAMOND DUST - JOHN DE CONKAH 

way [ demonstrates ] yo ' go an ' yo ' git dat 
d irt . An ' use it wit blue di 'mond , whut dey 
sell at de drug s to ' , git John de Conkah , an ' 
put dat in a airt ight bo ttle . An ' if de man 

a..e a habit o f  drinkin ' ,  or 
.. •e road • • •  [! interrupt ] . 

anythin ' dat way , dat ' s  de end o f  dat . Git some dirt 

�t do you do with that s tuff in that bot tle then? ) 
�is' leave it  stay shet up an ' put it  in de house where he live , ' custom 

:(arrnstom] tuh live at . 
�t is this blue diamond? What is that ? )  

Yo' git it from de drug s to ' . I t ' s  lak dis steel dust , somp in lak dat . [ New 
'-teans, La . , (15 60) , 2852 : 6 . ] 

1031. Ketch a frog an ' put 
:Ia -11 frog is squeezed into 

a p int o f  whiskey on a live frog an ' de frog dies . 
a bo ttle , whiskey p oured on him , and the bottle 

-.c nLLED IN WHISKEY GIVEN TO DRUNKARD 
corked up . I believe there is a simi
lar example of this frog treatment in 
Hoodoo. ] When de frog dies on de 

,,-key- it  ain ' t goin ' tuh hurt nobody - it ' ll make ' im sick . J is ' call a 
.-.tain person,dat who all drinks so heavy , an ' let ' im drink about two drinks 

� �t. Well , one drink ,  a good big drink o ff dat fro g ,  an ' den he won ' t  nevah 
·�no mo ' - have no mo '  appetite fo ' whiskey no mo ' .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1198 ) , 

GOAT MILK 
2 016 : 2 . ]  
7 03 2 .  Goat milk put in liquor to make man stop drinking . 
[Mobile, Ala . , (663 or 664) , 8 71 : 8 . ] 

IE E LEFT EYE OF' 7 033 . Well , yo ' git de left o f  a goose eye [ the left eye 
of a goose ] , take it outa his haid , strain it intuh a bot

ale (containing whiskey ] an '  let ' im drink offa dat unbeknownst tuh ' im . Dat ' ll 
.... 'im from drinkin ' .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (812 ) , 1143 : 1 . ] 

II&Y.E- 3 PENNIES AND VICTIM ' S URINE IN 
7 034 . Yo ' take dat an ' airtight it , 
yo ' see . An ' yo ' wan ' a  hurt anybody , 
yo ' airt igh t  dere watah good an ' put 

1£- yo ' put three pennies down in de grave [ to pay the spirit ] yo ' see , an ' po ' 
t.D-r1 it [ urine ] down dere [ in the hole with] yuh watah an ' dose three pennies 
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up . Yo ' know whut ah mean . Yo ' let dem git dry enough t ill yo' poun' dem green 
leaves teetoLLay [teetotaLLy] up intuh a powdah , an ' yo ' kin use it . Dat sup
posed tuh be wit candy or chewin ' gum or anythin ' else . Jis ' sprinkle a li ' le 
of  dat powdah on de chewin ' gum or candy , an ' dat ' ll absolutely break 'em from 
drinkin ' .  

(Drinking liquo r ? )  
Yes sir .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (127 7 ) , 217 2 : 3 . ] 
7028 . [ For MINNOW and MULLET , see Later; CATFISH already given . ] 
Yo ' kin take fish .  Den yo ' mash d e  fish an ' put hit i n  some whiskey , a raw 

piece of f ish . Put it in whiskey . An ' if  yo ' wan ' chore husban ' or yore wife 
tuh quit drinkin ' - an ' evah time dey ask fo ' a drink of whiskey, 

FISH - UNNAMED yo ' give dem a drink o f  dat . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1132) , 1837 : 10 . ] 
7029 . He ' s  drink ,  he don ' know whut he ' s  eatin ' , an ' dey say 

if he eat a bit of  dat , he won '  drink no mo ' . 

FISH - ENTRAILS 
Well , now, when yo ' clean de fish , yo ' know , an '  yo ' will take 
de entrails out an '  if he drunk anyhow, an ' if he eat any of  
' em, an ' dey say dat makes ' im sick , he ' ll vomit an ' he ' ll turn 

agains t likkah . [Fayettevil le ,  N .  Car . , (1435 ) , 2 601 : 3 . ] 
7030 . Supposed tuh break any habit prakly [ pract ically ] . See , in de fo ' k  of  

de road where de  road come tuh j oin dataway [ demons trates ] , or eithah cross  data

FORK OF ROAD OR CROSSROAD DIRT 
BWE DIAMOND DUST - JOHN DE CONKAH 

way [ demons trates ] yo ' go an ' yo ' git dat 
dirt . An ' use it wit blue di ' mond , whut dey 
sell at de drug s to ' , git John de Conkah , an ' 
put dat in a airt ight bottle . An ' if  de man 

have a habit o f  drinkin ' ,  or 
in de road • • •  [ !  interrupt ] . 

anythin ' dat way , dat ' s  de end of  dat . Git some dirt 

(What do you do with that s tuff in that bot tle then? ) 
Jis ' leave it stay shet up an ' put it  in de house where he live , ' custom 

[accustom] tuh live at . 
(What is this blue diamond? What is that ? )  
Yo ' git i t  from de drug s to ' . It ' s  lak d is steel dust , sompin lak dat . [ New 

Orleans , La . , (1560) , 285 2 : 6 . ] 
7031 . Ketch a fro g  an ' put 

[A small frog is squeezed into 
a p int o f  whiskey on a live frog an ' de frog dies . 
a bo t tle , whiskey poured on him , and the bottle 

' 
FROG KILLED IN WHISKEY GIVEN TO DRUNKARD 

corked up . I believe there is a simi
lar example of  this frog treatment in 
Hoodoo . ]  When de frog dies on de 

vbiskey - it ain ' t goin' tuh hurt nobody - it ' ll make ' im sick . Jis ' call a 
certain person,dat who all drinks so heavy , an ' let ' im drink about two drinks 
off dat . Well , one drink,  a good b ig drink o ff dat fro g ,  an ' d en he won ' t  nevah 
drink no mo ' - have no mo ' appetite fo ' whiskey no mo ' .  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1198 ) , 

GOAT MILK 
2 016 : 2 . ] . 
7 03 2 .  Goat milk put in liquor to make man stop drinking . 
[Mobile, Ala . , (663 or 664) , 871 : 8 . ] 

GOOSE - LEFT EYE OF'· 7 033 . Well ,  yo ' git de left o f  a goose eye [ the left eye 
of a goos e ] , take it outa his haid , strain it intuh a bot

tle [ containing whiskey ] an '  let ' im drink offa dat unbeknownst tuh ' im . Dat ' ll 
stop ' im from drinkin ' . [New Orleans , La . ,  (812 ) , 1143 : 1 . ] 

GRAV E - 3 PENNIES AND VICTIM ' S URINE IN 
7 034 . Yo ' take dat an ' airtight it , 
yo ' see . An ' yo ' wan ' a  hurt anyb ody , 
yo ' airt ight dere watah good an ' put 

it - yo '  put three pennies down in de grave [ to pay the spirit ]  yo ' see , an ' po ' 
[pour] it [ urine ] down dere [ in the hole with ] yuh watah an ' do se three pennies 
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an ' close it up . Dat's in ordah tuh keep yuh from drinkin' , takin ' s trong drinks. 
[Wilmington, N. Car . , (220), 132:7+85.] 

7035 . [If yo ' ]  wuz a drunkard an ' drinks a latta whiskey . Well, j is '  lak if  
yo ' drink whiskey an ' ah wants yo ' tuh stop , ah wanta stop yo ' from drinkin' so 

GRAVEYARD - BURY IN - 9 DAYS 
PART OF VICTIM'S CAP OR SHOE - THEN BURN 

hard . Well , yo ' take any ole part of 
' is cap or 'is shoe an ' yo' carry it 
an ' bury it in de graveyard , an ' let 
it  stay in dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  

den come an' g i t  i t  an ' burn it up, an ' dat ' ll s top ' em from drinkin ' s o  hard . 
(After you burn it, you don't bring those ashes back?) 

Yo' git de ashes, bring 'em back an ' put 'em in de yard . 
( Stop me from drinking.) 
Drinkin' so hard . [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1188) ,  2006:4 . ]  
7036. Yo' take a man dat ' s  been drinkin' all 'is days, o r  if yo' take dat 

[man ] ain ' t bery long started, it easily done. But one dat's drinkin ' all 'is 

HAIR - PRIVATE AND HEAD - FROM HEAVY DRINKER 
SOAK 3 DAYS IN WHISKEY - GIVE TO HIM IN DRINK 

days , most o f  'em drinks whiskey 
or drinks [hard l iquor ] . De way 
she do ' im when he c ome in evah 
night - evah night when he comes 

in she goes tuh work an ' 
(His  priva te hair . ) 

clip o ff ' is ,  git ' is hair down dere . 

. His private hair , an' a li ' le from ' is haid an ' mix it tuhgethah. Den she 
takes dat an ' puts it in a li ' le bit o f  whiskey an' she keeps dat fo' three days 
aftah she do it. Git dis li ' le b i t  of hair an' takes dat fo ' three days an ' 
keep s it. Den she buys den a halfa pint of othah whiskey an' po's hit intuh d is 
whiskey, an' let ' im drink dat , an ' he ' ll slack up on dat whiskey . Maybe he 
drink , perhaps it be fo ' days, but it won ' t be ovah fo' days ' fore he come in , 
"Ah b'lieve ah'll slack up drinkin' whiskey , ah sho ' do think it ' s takin ' ' feet 
on me." [Fayetteville, N. Car . ,  (1450), 2635:7.] 

7037 . De root of  holly bush , an' yo ' ll boil dat roo t - dat holly bush root 
down . An '  if he don ' t drink nuthin lak tea o r  coffee where yo ' kin mi x dat wit, 

yo ' ll compoun ' dat root up ,  yo ' see , right fine , where yo ' kin 
HOLLY BUSH ROOT put it in 'is food an ' he can ' t p ertect [detect ] it. An ' dat ' s 

one [way] tuh stop 'is bad habit - hababitchal [habitual] 
drinkah. Take dat holly bush root an' ground it up . Now, if yo' boil de root 
an' put de juice intuh sompin where he won ' t pertec t it,  it ' s  all right; but if 
yo' can ' t - he pertect  it dataway - yo ' grind it up fine an ' put it [ in his 
f ood ] . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1138 ) ,  1853:3.] 

7038. Yo' kin git de b les sed watah f rom de Cath'lic Church, anybody ; but dey 
don ' give it tuh yuh tuh do dat . Dey give it tuh yuh fo ' tuh use fo' yuh own use; 

anything yuh wanta use it fo ' , yo' see . But ah did heah dat anythin ' 
HOLY WATER yuh ask • • •  

(Well , now , how do you use that blessed water , if this man wa s a 
heavy drinker?) 

How would ah give i t  tuh 'im? 
(Yes.) 
Oh, yes , when he ' s might ask yuh fo ' a drink a watah , an ' den yuh put some a 

dat blessed watah in der e ,  an ' call In de Name of God� de Fathah, de Son an '  de 
Ho ly Spirit, hopin' dat he would qui t dr inkin ' s o hard. An' in dat way - dat's 
all dere ' s  tuh dat. [New Orleans, La., (835), 125 7:5. ] 

7039. Mah husband ' s  a heavy likkah drinkah but he don' drink now - see. He 
don' drink now b ecuz ah broke him of dat . 

Now , yo' have tuh ordah dis . Dey call it c innamon bark . Dat's all ah evah 
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known , dat ah evah d id [ f or a heavy drinker]. An' it made as a tea, but chew 
cain ' t  give him de reg ' lah cinnamon bark . Well, yo' go tub de [she could not 
think of blacksmith, if she knew it]  - yo ' know where did man fix horseshoe. 

Well, yo 1 go an ' GIT CHEW A LI 'LE PIECE WHERE HE TRIM 
HORSEHOOF AND CINNAMON OFF DE HORSE HOOFS. YO' CAIN'T GIVE 'IM MUCH 'CUZ IT'S 

DANGEROUS. Yo ' may git chew a piece ,  well say 'bout 
large as dis pea. An' yo' boil dat c innamon bark an' dis heah horse hoof tub
getbah, an' yo ' strain da t an ' put it intub a extra li'le bot t le .  An' den when 
dey drink dat ,  drink co ffee or  tea , well yo ' have tub take a t easpoon; yo' know, 
j es' lak d ey measure thin's as a medicine . Yo ' take a t easpoon an' take it half 
full an' po ' it in ' is co f fee, where he cain ' t taste it, an' let ' im  drink it an' 
he ' ll finely be nevah drink no mo ' wh iskey . Mah man a drinkah an ' ah broke 'fm 
from i t .  

(Well, you mus t know. )  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261) , 2142:2 . ]  
7040 . I f  b e  a heavy drinkah - i f  a man a heavy drinkah , yo ' git chew a king 

snake . See, a king snake about dat size [ demo ns trates ] .  Aftah yo ' kill de king 
snake , yo' take his haid . An '  yo' take de tip end of ' is baid an ' 

KING SNAKE yo' boil dat down. Boil it down tuh a medicine-lak , jis' about dis 
much, tuh put in a vial . An' aftah he goes tuh drink - he might 

drink wit chew. An' aftah he drink wit chew, yo' put about dis much of  dat lik
kah in de whi skey . An ' aft ah he tas te dat , he won ' t  drink no more . Make him 
sick fo ' ' b out twenty-some [ twenty-one ?]  days . [The king snake o f  the southern 
United States of America is called king because it kills other snakes . Actually 
it lives chiefly on mice and rats. ] [New· Orleans , La . ,  (848b ) ,  1312 : 1. ]  

7041. If he ' s  a heavy drinkah , when yo' be ministrat in' yer third day - yo' 
be ministra tin ' - yo ' take yuh three drops ; an ' if yo' go four days, de fourth 

MENSTRUAL BLOOD - THIRD DAY 3 DROPS - FOURTH DAY 4 DROPS 
2 NEEDLES - INCANTATION 

day yo ' git  choo four 
drops. An ' put it in 
some whiskey fo ' ' im  
an '  shake it up good . 

When yo' puttin '  it in dere , well yo ' put two needles in dere [ b ut chew take de 
needles out] , say[ing], "Ah'm puttin' dis in here fer tuh stick intuh yer whiskey 
drinkin' hard, tuh stop yuh from drinkin ' . "  An ' yo ' take de needles out an' yo ' 
give it  [the whiskey ] tuh 'im an' it ' ll make him sick. [Memphis , Tenn . , (971) , 
1571:4. ]  

704 2 .  
fishes . 

Yo ' t ake dem li ' le b itta minnow fish. Yo' see [ you have seen] minnow 
Yo' take dem minnow fish an ' git chew s ome whiskey an ' let ' im  [ mi nnow] 

stay on it about two days . An' po ' i t  [whiskey ] o ff an ' give it  t o  ' em [ man ]  an' 

MINNOW 
he puke his entrails loo se. An' he won ' nevah take anothah dri nk .  
[The word entrails instead of guts i s  either fal s e  modesty , sheer habit , 
or respect for the white man . For tunately this type of  respect did not 

occur often .  For other fish in this subsection on ALCOHOLICS, see preceding mar
sin titles CATFISH, �and fo llowing margin title MULLET.] [ Brunswick, Ga. , 
(1184 ) ,  1997:16 . ]  

7043 . Take anybody who ' s  a bad habit of drinkin ' an' yo ' know , lak yo' wanta 
try tuh break ' em from drinkin ' ,  dey tell me yo ' kin ketch three li'le minnows 

IIINNOWS 3 
yo ' know , an' put 'em in a bottle of  whiskey an' let 'em die in dere , 
an' den give it tuh dat party, yo ' know, who's a bad drinkah, who 
cain ' t do wit'out it . Give it tuh dem an ' dey ' ll stop. Dat stop ' em 

from drinkin'. [Waycross, Ga., (1092) , 1759 : 3 . ]  
7044 . Ah hear ' d  a woman say yo' take - go tuh 

MOLLET - BONELESS PIECE OF RAW de sto ' an ' git chew some fresh mullet fish , an' 
yo '  take an ' yo '  split dat fish . Don '  put de 
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bone part in it , [use]  de meat part. An '  put it in a p inta likkah an ' let it  set 
all night. An' de  nex' mawnin' she give him dat likkah an ' it make him so s ick 
he wouldn ' t wan ' any mo ' .  Dat would stop 'im. [Waycross, Ga., (1073), 1735:2.] 

7 045 . Take a fish - take a 

MULLET - RAW PIECE OF TAIL - TIED ON BLACK THREAD 
SUSPENDED IN BOTTLE OF WHISKEY 

mullet fish tail an ' anybody 
drinkin' likkah • • •  
(A mullet fish? ) 
Yes s ir, take de tip end o f  
de tail, an ' tak e a black 

s tring an ' tie it roun ' dat tail, an' put it in a bottle of whiskey. An' let it 
set all night an' let it 'solve [dissolve] an' take it out . An '  anybody git a 
drink of dat, dey won't drink any mo ' - stop 'em from drinkin ' .  [ St . Petersburg, 
Fla. , (1044) , 1695:4.] 

7046 . Git nine rusty nails an' soak 'em in a short pint of likkah nine days . 
Den take dose nails out an' strain dat likkah an' g ive it tub ' em  tub drink . 

NAILS 9 RUSTY 
He'll nevah drink ano thah drop. Ah'll 

SOAK 9 DAYS IN SHORT PINT OF LIKKAH 
guarantee dat, cuz mah unc le , dey broke 
him wit i t . HE WUZ 80 YEARS OLE. 

P SALM 65 

an' dey' ll gradj ly [gradually] 

(He was 80 years old whe n they broke him? ) 
Yes sir. [ Florence , s. Car . , (1326), 
2270:7.] 
704 7 .  Den yo' kin take de 65th Psalms an ' 
read dat continly [continually] fo ' dem,  

slow down from drinkin ' .  [Waycro ss , Ga., (1166), 
1959:6a . ]  

7 048 . 
an ' read 

Of it he drink likkah, don't chew know, yo' could j is '  take de Bible , 
d e  69th Psalms about five times, an ' jis' contin'ly [ cont inual ly ] r ead 

PSALM 69 - READ 5 TIMES - INCANTATION - 3 HOLY NAMES 
it, don't chew know, an ' 
say, "Lord, ah hope he ' ll 
stop: In de Name of de 

Fathah., Name of de Son, an' Name of de HoZ.y 
continue tub read dat mawnin' an' night an ' 
[Waycross, Ga., (1118) ,  1795:7 . ]  

Ghost. An' he ' ll stop . An ' yo' 
he ' ll stop . He ' ll leave it o ff. 

7049 . (How do you do that ?) 
Yo ' kin even make ' em  s top drinkin ' whiskey. 
(How do you do that? ) 
Now , yo' k now a man dat drinks whiskey. Yo ' take a man dat ' s a heavy whis key 

drinkah , when he comes home , if he drink anythin ' lak c o ffee or tea, or anythin ' 
lak d at .  Yo ' go tuh ' is shoes , when he come in at 

SHOE DUST FROM HIS SHOE nigh t ,  an ' take any dust - some dust off  of one of ' is 
UNDER HIS PILLOW 9 DAYS shoes. See , yo ' j is '  tak e de dust o ff of any shoe yo ' 

THEN IN HIS DRINKS git o ff of  ' is foot. An '  take dat dust an ' powd ah i t .  
Powdah i t  up good an' fold it in a piece of  paper , an ' 

let ' im sleep wit dat undah ' is pillow. Evah time he come, whethah he come in 
sobah or come in drunk, take it  away where - wrap dat good an' put it undah 'is 
pillah, an' let it stay undah ' is pillah fo ' nine days. An ' aftah it s tay undah 
' is  pillah fo' nine days, yo ' take it  an ' take dat same dust an ' po ' it intuh any 
drink dat he drinks - whiskey or gin or anythin ' an' dissolve it an' mix it well. 
Jis' drop it in , jis' a li ' le particle of dust on dere , from any one of ' is shoes . 
An '  let 'im sleep wit dat undah 'is head fo' nine days, an' po ' it in ' is drink . 
An ' ah ' ll bet if yo' continue doin ' dat - i f  dat don ' t g ive him de natchal [natu
ral] effect de firs' time, use it on ' im ag ' in. An ' ah' ll bet dat he ' ll - it'll 
stop 'im from drinkin ' .  [ New Orleans , La. , (828), 1218 : 2 . ] 
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7050 . Trim [ s crap e ]  
an ' boil it [ toge ther ] .  

his feet up from yuh [his ] toes an ' also scrape yuh nails 
Den boil some money wit i t , two fifty cents [2 half-dol

SILVER - 2 FIFTY-CENT P IECES [= 2 SILVER HALF DOLLARS ] 
BOTTOMS OF FEET AND FINGERNAIL SCRAPINGS 

lar p ieces , formerly of 
silver] an' let 'tmdrink 
it .  Cos ' [of course] yo ' 
have tub slip it tuh 'tm 

[ disguise i t] ,  lak a tea . Yo ' have tub kinda 
dat ' ll stop ' im from drinkin ' . 

[do this secretly] . [ They] say 

(You scrape [from] the bottoms of his toes back to his hee l .  Then you scrape 
your f ingernails ; then take the two pieces o f  s ilver money . )  [Fayet teville , N. 
Car ., (1452) , 2649:8 . ] 

7051 . Break yo ' up comp letely f rom drinkin ' whiskey . All right , yo ' go in 
de woods an ' ketch chew a snail , an ' put ' im intuh a pint or half a p int of whis

SNAIL 
key, an ' shake him until all dat slime come off 'im. When it come off 
' im ,  yo ' remove de snail from de whiskey an ' den give it  tub whosomevah 
yo ' wanta s top drinkin' .  An ' dey won ' t  nevah drink whiskey no mo ' .  

[St . Petersburg , Fla. , (1049 ) ,  1704:7 . ]  
7052 . Yo ' take his right sock an ' put i t  in 

SOCK RIGHT - HI S - IN HIS COFFEE coffee an' take de coffee an ' give it tub ' im, 
an ' dat ' ll s top 'im from drinkin ' . 
(Stop him from drinking liquor . )  
Yessuh. [Fayetteville, N .  Car . , (1423), 
2568 : 4. ]  

URINE - HERS - IN HIS COFFEE 7 053. A woman could take her watah or chambah 
lye an' put it in a man ' s coffee or anythin ' 

lak dat , if  he ' s  a bad likkah drinkah , an ' he ' ll qui t  off right den;  won't know 
whut ' s  de mat tah wit ' im tub cuz ' im- he ' ll think he j is '  quit it. [ Waycross , 
Ga . , (1161) , 1937:1 . ]  

7054. D e  wife ' ll take d e  sage tea an' put it 
it down to a half a quart .  An ' she ' ll take some 

in a quart of watah, an' b oil 
of ' er urinate , de amount of dat 

URINE 1/2 CUP OF - QUART OF SAGE TEA BOILED TO 1/2 QUART 
about half a teacup , 
an ' po' dat in dere . 
An ' sweeten it wit 

sugah an' syrup ,  j is' a li ' le syrup , an ' den yo ' go tub eat , dey ' ll po ' some of 
dat in yer coffee . But chew don '  know it . An ' den dat ' ll turn yo ' ag ' inst whis
key , 'cuz evah t ime yo ' drink it , it ' ll make yo' sick an ' yo ' can' keep it on yer 
atomic . [Savannah , Ga. , (127 9) , 2176 : 4 . ] 

7055. I f  she take his watah , chambah lye • • •  
(The man's? ) 
Dat ' s  right, but it have tuh be his wife .  
(His wife would d o  this ? )  
Take his chambah lye an ' s top i t  up in a bottle but don ' t bury it . Keep i t  

concealed fo ' nine days, an ' aftah nine days yo ' take dat bottle an ' po ' it on 

URINE - HIDDEN IN BOTTLE 9 DAYS - POUR ON SUNDOWN SIDE 
de su�down side - aftah 
yo ' stopped i t  up in de 
bottle. An' he would 

have no tas te fo ' likkah or any othah strong drinks - no mo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car. , 

URINE OF YOUNG GIRL - DO NOT TOUCH - INTO HIS WINE 
(1380) , 2451:1 . ]  
7056. Yo ' have tuh git a 
young chile's urine.  See , 

an' git s ome , lak if he loves tub drink wine . Well, yo ' know he loves tuh drink 
dat wine . When he comes home tub dinnah - but it  has tub be a woman chile. See , 
a kid nine, s ix or seven yeahs ole . An ' yo ' make her urine in a bot tle an' yo ' 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 316 7 

aatil he go tub sleep . An ' den ease up vury easy , an ' jes' ease a straw broom 
cross ' is feets ,  an ' ease on out de do ' . An ' he ' ll sleep right dere till she 
co.e back . An ' no t  so [ if not that way ] , she could hang ' uh bloomaha on de haid 
of de baid . [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1355) , 2374 : 2 . ] 

7061. Ah heah dat a woman kin take a broom an ' lay a broom at de foot of de 
baid, an '  put ' er bloomahs above yore haid an ' do anythin ' she wanta - yo' von' 

ax>M AT FOOT OF BED - BLOOMERS ABOVE HI S HEAD 
notice it - an ' go on out. 
Heard o f  ' em fixin' dat .  
(At night? )  

Yes sir ,  at night . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1105) , 1 7 80 : 2 . ] 

•s-.riCK-BROOM" 'CROSS DE BAID 
7 0 6 2 .  Put de stick-broom ' cro ss de baid ' fo '  
[before ] yo ' goes , an ' he ' ll sleep unt il yo ' git 
back . [Sumter , s. Car . , (1378) ,  2447 : 20 . ] 

UPSIDE DOWN TURN BROOM 

aight, yer wife or nuthin 

7 063 . Take yer broom an ' j is '  lak yo ' turn it 
upside down an ' go out chure house an ' stay all 

nevah know nuthin ' bout it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1095) , 
1766:5.] 

7064. 
dey take 

If  de man lay down an ' go tub sleep an ' dey want chew tub stay dere , 
two broomstraws an ' cross ' em .  Put ' em cross yo '  an ' yo ' ll stay dere . 

2 BRDOMSTRAWS CRO SSED OVER VICTIM 
( S tay asleep . Where do you cross them?) 
Jis ' take ' em an ' lay ' em up heah lak dis 
heah [ demonstrates ] .  Cro ss 'em dat way when 

yo're [you are ] asleep • • •  [A  stop . Cylinder change . ]  
(That would keep a person asleep . So if  a woman wants to go out at night , her 

�band wouldn ' t  wake up if she put two broomstraws [ crossed over ] him.  That the 
idea?) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1467) , 2651 : 16 . ] 

7065. Take fer a '  instan ' now . Yo ' got a wife an ' she wan ' a  go out - chao 
kaow ,  tub be wit anothah man , or go out somewhere . She don ' wan ' choo tub wake 

CLOTHES :  EXCLUD ING SHOES AND STOCKINGS 
(1) FACE - CLOTHES OVER SLEEPER' S  

up befo ' she come [back] .  Yo ' layin ' 
down dere asleep . She ' ll j is '  take one 
of ' er [under ] pieces of ' er drawahs:-or 
somepin right nex1 tub uhself , yuh know , 

an' take it  an ' spread it  ovah yuh face right while yuh asleep . An1 yo ' ll j is ' 
lay right dere an ' sleep an1 dream ,  an' yo ' wouldn ' t  wake up fer de devil , until 
she came an ' take dat thin ' from ovah dere.  She kin go on o ff an ' stay long as  
she want . BUT YO ' MUST BE ASLEEP BEFO ' SHE PUT IT  OVAH DERE . [Richmond , Va . , 
(343) , 3 83 : 1  or 2 86 : 1+ 86 . ] 

7066 . I f  she wan ' s tub git  out ' a  de house , an ' don ' wan '  ' im tub wake up , she 
JO ahead on in de back. Well , yo ' know, quite natchly how women are . She ' ll git 
dere in de back an ' he ' s  in dis room sleep in ' . An ' she ' ll go in de back room lak 
she' s doin ' somepin. She ' ll go on tub singin ' . She ' ll go tuh s ingin ' some ole 
song , an ' she ' s combin '  ' er hair whilst she ' s s ingin ' dis song . See . Aftah she 
&its through combin ' ' er hair , she ' ll git ' er soap an ' thin ' s .  She ' s goin'  tub 
wash. She ' s goin ' tub powdah ' erself  up . She slip on ' er undahweah an ' thin ' s ,  
clean, yo ' know, but still an ' all , she ' ll keep on dat dirty top-piece, un t il she 
seen ' er chance tub git ' im asleep . Now,  when she gits ready tub go, she ' s got 
on evahthin ' but de dress . Huh hair ' s  all fixed an ' evahthin ' .  She take an ' she 
take ' uh undahweahs , which is uh bloomahs or uh step-in - whatevah yo' call it . 
She put dat ovah ' is face . She put dat ovah ' is face an ' she leave dat stay dere . 
An' she take an ' she covah 'im up , but she covah 'im up tuh here [demonstrates ] . 

(Up to his neck?) 
Up tub his neck, see .  
(With the bedclothes ?) 
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Wi t de bedclothes . But she's got uh bloomahs in ' is face . See , she' s not 
tryin '  tub smothah ' im or nuthin ' cu z  she - if  she put too much or put it too 
heavy on 'im, it would smothah ' im . But she j is '  got it where he kin, yo ' know, 
breathe right through dat , yo ' undahstan ' .  Well, now , as  he breath in ' , his eyes , 
he ' s  already asleep , but 'is eyes git heaviah . An' as he breathes , his heart(? ] 
gits mo ' sleepiah . Den he ' ll sleep dere until she comes in , if  i t ' s  de nex ' 
mawnin', when she come in . Now, she kin walk out de do ' lak nuthin•. She don ' 
have tuh sneak out . She kin walk out de do ' jis' lak if he wasn ' t s leepin ' . When 
she come in , she k in come in de same way . Well, she takes off uh clo thes ,  an ' she 
git s  intuh bed, an' she take dat offa his face . Now , when she tak e  dat offa his 
face, she kin shake him all she wan ' tuh .  He ain' t goin ' tuh hardly wake up .  
She'll git yu h some watah , cold watah . An' when. she git dat cold watah, she pu t 
it right backa his neck, an ' she'll wake him up. [New Orleans , La. , (832),  
1246 : 2. ]  

7067 . I f  a woman go t chew an ' she wanted t o  make a date w it ano ther boy 
frien ' ,  why - an' she can ' t git out to him, she will wait some night till yo ' git 
to sleep . An' she will take her undahskirt - take her drawahs off  first - an ' 
she will lingah , b e  around to find out if he is as leep . An' if  she f inds dat 
chure sleep , why she de p iece - take it an '  put it ovah ' is face . Take her un
dahskirt an ' spread it - take her undahdrawahs lak da t ,  spread it lak dat ovah 
yer head an ' de b ed. Yo 'll nevah wake up if she s tayed out t ill fo ' '.cloc� 
nex1 mawnin1• Yo ' nevah know i t  till she git  back . [St. Petersburg� Fla . , 
(104 2) , 1688 : 5. ]  

7068. (What do they say about that ? ) 
Well, sh e ' ll take her - s he takes ' er bloomahs whut she weah. If he ' s  asleep, 

well she ' ll hang ' em right up  ovah ' is head , o r  lessen or not , she ' ll lay dem 
right acros s 'is face. An ' dat keeps 1 1m asleep . He's - he ' ll b e  dere unt il 
she comes back. 

(I  s ee . ) [Vicksburg, Miss., (757 ) , 1039:1 . ] 
7069. She do somepin tu h keep ' im  home, so he won ' t  want tub leave dere .  
[Here i s  a new purpose f or bloomers over his face! ] 
(What will she do t o  him ? )  
Well , dis i s  mighty funny . 
(That's all right, anything you want to say . I ' ve heard lo ts  of funny thingsJ 
He  lays down in de baid lak he goin ' tuh sleep . She comes an ' lays down in de 

baid tuh go ' sleep. An' she pull off ' er bloomahs an ' j is '  take ' em  an ' spread 
' em ovah ' is haid , an ' let ' em lay ovah ' is haid awhile . See . Den ' fo '  he wake 
up , she ' ll take ' em off. She might let ' em stay on de�e ten minutes , but he won't 
wake up till she take ' em  o f f - lay right dere sleepin' . Den she taken 'em o ff .  
She ' ll use ' em lak dat awhile. An' aftah awhile maybe she fixes de pillah .  May
be she put it undah dere, or a dress dere de same way . An ' when she puts dem dere 
lak dat , why he j is' k eep layin ' off from gain ' anywhere. He go limpah an ' limpah 
until he j is '  git so he don' t want no more dere [away from home ] . An ' he don ' t  
go nowhere . [ Norfolk, Va., ( 4 7 7a) , 495:1 . ]  

7070 . Whils t he b e  sleepin' an ' she wanta go out , she j is ' take her drawahs 
an' put ' em ovah ' is face while he be ' s  sleep, an ' he sleep right dere sound as 
a door-nail until she come back . He s tays sleep an ' he won' t  wake up ontil she 
take  dat drawahs off ' is face . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 561 ) , 696 : 10. ]  

7071 . Say yo ' shou ld - j is ' like if yo' wanted t o  have a date wit a man, why 
yo ' take yore petticoat an ' spread it ovah yore husband' s face . An' yo ' go out 
an ' do whut chew wanta do, an ' den come on back an ' yo ' take it off . [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1127),  1833: 2 . ]  

707 2 .  Take a pair of  ' er bloomahs, don' let 'em be washed, an ' . when ' er husbad 
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lay down, if she kin ease dat ovah 'is face, she kin go off an' he be dere when 
she come back. [ Sumter, S. Car., (about 136 0) ,  2 3 95 : 7 . ] 

707 3 .  De dirty things. Well, yo ' kin take yore undahweah1 wbut chew weah 
close to yo ' - sompin lak dat. Dey say, yore slip, .2!. yore step-ins. An' when 
he be asleep jis ' lay it 'cro ss 'is face, an ' he sleep till yo1 come back. 
[Brunswick, Ga., (1210) ,  2046 : 3 . ]  

7074 . Dey say yo ' kin take a woman 's step-ins an' spread it ovah 'is face, 
an ' he 'll lay dere an ' sleep until she go where she wanta an ' come back an' take 
it off. [Memphis, Tenn., (1544) , 2 7 9 5 : 7 . ] 

7 07 5 .  I f  a woman wants tuh go out - go o ff an' put a man tuh sleep when he 
lays down - she 'll take her bloomahs off an ' spread 'em ovah 'is face. Den 
she 'll git out an' go on a car an ' stay all night long. He 'll lay right dere 
an ' sleep. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1441) , 26 10 : 8 . ] 

7076 . Any her undahclo se an ' spread ovah 'is face. [Little Rock, Ark., (?), 
1459 : 11 . ]  

707 7 .  
146 2 : 3 . ] 

Take her bloomahs an ' wipe ovah his face. [Little Rock, Ark., (887) , 

7078 . Why yo ' would take yore bloomahs or eithah yore shimmy an' yo ' would 
put dat on yore husban 's face - put it ovah 'is head. Den yo' would back out 

( 2) CLOTHES OVER FACE - BACK OUT DOOR 
REPEATING INCANTATION 9 TIMES 

(3) 3 TIMES WAVE OVER HIS FACE 
BLOOMER S JUST WRUNG OUT IN WATER 

de do ' an ' as yo ' back out, yo ' would 
repeat, "Stay sound asleep, " fo ' nine 
times backin ' out. [Waycross, Ga., 
(1116) , 1 7 90 : 8 .] 
7079 . If he 's runnin ' out ; tuh take 
her bloomahs an ' dip it in a pan of  
watah, an' wring it out an ' wave it 
ovah him three times. 
(Over his head?) 

Yeah, ovah 'is face an ' hang it 
ovah de bed, most anythin ', an ' 
can 't pull 'em off. 

on de head of  de bed. Take a sheet an ' spread 
hang de bloomah fur 'nuff ovah 'is head so he 

(Is he in the bed all the time she is doing that?) 
Yes, he 's jis' lyin ' dere 'sleep. He jis ' didn 't wanta git up yo ' know. It 

make him he wouldn 't wanta git up. 
(That will make him stay asleep?) 

Yeah, make him stay asleep. She kin go off where she please an ' come back. 
[Fayetteville, N. Car., ( 1404) ,  25 2 7 : 4 .] 

7080 . Or eithah yore dirty bloomahs an' 
right ovah 'is haid. An '  fan it nine times 

hang 'em ovah de haid of de baid 
dataway ovah 'is face while he's 

(4) 9 TIMES FAN HI S SLEEPING FACE WITH DIRTY CLOTHES 
9 TIME S  MAKE W ISH HANGING CLOTHES ABOVE HI S HEAD 

sleep an ' make a wish, 
fo 1 nine times. Make 
a wish fo ' nine times 
dat he stays asleep. 

An' den hang 'em up ovah de haid of de baid right 
wake up. Yo ' kin go all ovah town an' come back, 
[Memphis, Tenn., (15 23) , 2716 : 7 . ] 

ovah 'is haid. An' he won' 
an' he be sleepin' sound. 

7081 . Ah had a girl one time. Ah wus ovah in Lockenberry den an' ah wuz 
quite a kid. Ah reckon ah wus 'bout 18 . She 's a fast woman yo ' know. Ah didn 't 

(5) HEAD - LAY ARTICLE ON VICTIM ' S  
O R  HANG ON BED ABOVE HIS HEAD 

make no money 'en jis' give it tuh 'er 
jis ' as fast as ah git it, yo' know. 
Well, she figured 'cuz ah bein' young 
an ' drinkin ' a lotta whiskey, undahstan ', 

she figured ah might ketch 'er in wrong-doin ' an ' kill 'er, don't chew see. Cuz 
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some t ime ah' d  fellah ' er don't chew know . So she worked a triak on me one ni� 
An ' ah wus lucky enough fo' de boy in de nex' room tuh wake me up ' fo ' she come 
back in. But ah wuz hard tuh wak e up . Ah could heah 'im talkin ' .  Looked lak 
ah wus half drunk, an' ah hadn ' t drink a drop . So dis boy he come in an ' jis' 
k ept acallin ' an ' acallin ' me. So aftah wh ile ah woke up . An '  when ah come 
tuh mah s enses , he says, "Look up . Don't look at me, look up ."  

So ah looked up lak dat rig ht at  de haid o f  de  baid. Dere wus 'er b loomahs 
hangin ' ovah mah haid . So ah wus jis ' layin' up dere s leepin ' lak a [dog or] 
frog wit ' er bloomahs hangin ' up dere. So ah took it . 

So - he wus oldah den me, yo' s ee - so he tole me , said , "Well , no w , yo ' jis' 
go put it  back up dere an' lay down an' don' bothah , an' make lak yo' don' know 
nuthin 'bout it , undahstan ' . " An ' say, "An ' de nex ' time she pull dat trick," 
say, "ah'm ga in ' watch her . "  An ' says , "If yo' be as leep , ah ' m  ga in ' take it  
from ovah yore haid an ' let yo ' g o  out an ' ke tch 'er." 

So dat ' s whut she done to me , put de bloomahs ovah mah head. [Brunsw ick , Ga •• 
(1186) , 2000 : 5 . ] 

7082 . Ah ' sperienced dis mahself . Me an' anothah gir l fren ' of  mine wus 
home one night an' a boy come dere .  Jis'  lak ah s tay heah an ' she stayed nex' 
do' , but she wus married . Well, mah girl fren ' went ovah dere ' bout eleven 
' clock one night an ' knocked tuh ' er do ' .  An' when she did she wus home an' 'er 
husban ' wus home. Co ' se he  wus asleep but she wus awoke . An ' den she came tub 
de do ' an ' ast 'er whut she wanted. 

Say s ,  11Well , dere ' s  a fellah ovah heah tuh our house wanted tuh see yo'." 
She say , "Well , tell ' im  ah ' ll be ovah dere in a minu te," 
So she came back home an '  tole 'im. So he wai ted dere an ' in a few m inutes 

she came back ovah dere. Den we got in de cah an ' we went out chere tub de bar
becue s tand an ' got some barbecurin' whiskey . An ' when we came back - we s tayed 
out dere ' bout two or three hours . Well , aftah we stayed out dere , why den we 
came back. Well, it ' s been den r oun ' about one or one-thurty ah ' d  say. Well , ah 
didn 't say nuthin tuh mah ole lady ' bout it, but dis man jis '  lef ' ' er den. Den 
we went on back an ' den me an' ' er went tub bed . 

So about two or three mo' days she tole mah ole lady. At least ah ast mah 
ole lady, ah say , "How'd she git 'way from ' er husban ' 1 thout 1im sayin ' nuthin 
tuh ' er all night? " Seemed like she ' d  come back an ' den waked 'im up. 

An ' den so she say ,  "Ah'm goin '  as t ' er ." 
So she as t ' er .  An' when she did , she say , well, she put ' er girdle ovah ' is 

haid. An ' she say he nevah wi ll wake up . 
--.A'h tole ' er ,  "Don ' t  chew nevah put nuthin ovah m ine, dough ."  [Brunswick, Ga., 
( 1176) , 1989:4 . ] 

7 08 3 .  Her las ' piece whut she weah- yo ' know,  her drawahs .  An' i f  yo' wanta 
go out, yo' git ' er drawahs unbeknowst tuh 'er, Yo ' kin set ' er drawahs right 
tuh ' er haid of 'er bed on de mattress , s ee ,  jis' where she can ' t see it , an '  yo' 
k in go out an ' stay till in de mawnin ', she wouldn ' t wake up. Won ' wake up till 
yo' come an ' ' move dat cloth.  

(And you spread this underneath [no, on] the mattress , where she can ' t  s ee it. 
But you use her [ instead of his ] drawer s ?) 

Yes , use
.

her drawahs. [Brunswick , Ga . , (1249) , 212 2:4. ] 
7 084 . Lay down wit ' im. All right, she ain ' t goin ' tuh sleep yo' undahstan'. 

She pull of f 'er undahweah right nex ' tuh 'er private , see , an' jis ' hang i t  
right up ovah ' i s  haid. He goin ' sleep right dere till she come back an ' wake 
' im  up . [Savannah, Ga., (125 2) , 2125: 8,] 

7085 . Ah ' ve heard o f  - i f  a woman go t a husban ' or a sweetheart an' he's wit 
chew at night, an' yo' wanted tub go out an' he ' d  go tub s leep , yo ' kin take yo ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft  - Rootwork - 3171 

garment , de piece yo ' weah nex ' tuh yo ' , an ' hang it on de haid of de baid right 
ovah where he sleep at, an ' he' ll sleep right dere until yo ' come back. [Way
cross , Ga., (113 3),  1838:5 . ]  

7086.  Now, yo '  take quite nat chel if right tuhnight mah wife wanta make a 
date , yeah, out yondah. Ah wus sleepin ' heah. If ah know how tuh tie her down, 
from- tuh keep 'er from gwine yo ' know. Money an' likkah an' - dat ruin' 'em 
yo ' know. If yo ' find a woman drink likkah an ' loves money , dey ' ll go - put 
chew tuh sleep an ' go . Well , all right ,  she kin commence . She kin ketch me 
layin ' in de sleep . She kin go tuh work an ' take her undahclothes ,  j is '  ' er 
bloomahs an ' spread it ovah mah haid , an ' ah ' ll sleep heah ' itll she come back . 
De house could burn down an' ah nevah wake up . NOW, DAT'S JIS' A LITTLE SIMPLE 
"TRICK� " Ah have see women try dat . De husban ' didn't know any thin' a tall about 
it , yo' see . [ Sumter ,  s. Car . , (1388), 2488: 3 . ] 

7087 . If a woman wants tuh stay out all night an '  ' er husban ' is 
befo ' she leave she take her bloomahs an' put it ovah ' is haid . An ' 
stay where she wanta stay ,  stay all night , he ' ll nevah wake up 'till 
back. [ Florence , s. Car. , (1322), 2267 : 3 . ] 

in de baid, 
if she gon'a 
she come 

7088 . It wus a woman , a [ something] woman bein' wit a young girl an' she wus 
actin ' as a man. An' she would take her [girl]  home an ' put it [ some article of  
clothing] ovah de haid o f  ' er baid an ' b e  wit dis  girl . An ' den when she would 
finish whut she wus do in ' ,  she would take 'em down an ' de chile would wake up de 
nex' day ' s time. But de girl didn ' t even know she wus bein ' wit ' er ,  but she wus 
sickly an ' weak. Ah wus at de [ next door house ] when ah heard dat . 

(Wel l , what did this woman do ? What did that other woman do ? )  
She wus actin ' a s  a man wit de girl, bein' wit ' er ,  yo ' know , an '  i t  wus 

' ginst de chile ' s health. De girl wus ill. 
(Were they white or colored? ) 
Dey were colored . [I have forgotten the name my 

called these women. I t  may be somewhere in Hoodoo. 
that educat ion made homosexuals of  women ! They d id 
men ! ] [Florence , S. Car . , (1293) , 2193: 15. ] 

contact man Edward Bufford 
In any case , he had a theory 

not want to marry uneducated 

70 89 . Well , now, lak dis heah . A bunch o f  g irls wuz sett in' down talkin ' 
one time an ' ah asked ' em,  ah says, " S ' posin' yo ' wanted tuh go out an' be wit 
anothah man an ' yore husban' didn ' t wan ' chew tuh go or somep in o thah lak dat , 
yo' couldn ' t git off , huh? " 

She said , "Oh , "  said , "dat ' s  s imple ." 
Ah said, "How would yo ' do dat ? "  
She said, "Well ,  he ' d  go tuh sleep an' ah'd take ma h  bloomahs o f f  an ' hang 'em 

ovah de top o f  ' is haid , "  an' she say, "he'd sleep right dere t ill ah git back." 
Ah said , "Well, have yo '  evah done dat? " 
She said, "Well , sho ' , ah ' ve done dat many time , git out an ' git wit anothah 

.. n an' , "  says, " he sleep right dere till ah git back an ' ah come an' take dem. 
bloomahs an '  wake ' im." [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1413) , 2540: 8 . ] 

7090. When yo ' sleep, [ she ] take off  ' er bloomahs an ' spread it ovah yore 
baid while yo ' sleep , an ' yo '  won' wake up till she git back . [ Wilson , N. Car., 
(1466), 2651 : 5 . ] 

7091. Co' se now , a man is a uncomfortable man dat do it. I haven ' t heerd a 
.. n [doing it ] , but a woman , she kin go tub work an ' she wanta put 'er husban ' 
tub sleep. An' she kin git up an ' throw off 'er nightgown an' hang it up £!!h 
de haid of de baid , right down ovah ' is haid . An '  den she kin go on out an' come 
on back in , an' he would nevah know until she take dat gown down an' wake him up . 
Be would nevah wake up . [St . Petersburg, Fla . , ( 102 8), 16 73:8. ] 

709 2. ["To keep man asleep , woman throws her drawers over head of s leep ing 
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man . " My reduction o f  longer s tatement to a note s oon after collec t ion years 
ago . H . M . H . ] [ Jacksonvil le , Fla . , ( 616a) , 7 91 : 5 . ] 

7 09 3 .  Well , take yore undahweah whut chew weah daily . Jis ' lak yo ' got on 
yore undahweah now an '  he j is ' ovah dere sleep . Yo ' hang ' em up ovah dere haid . 
Jis' put it right ovah dere haid lak dat . Den yo ' turn ovah , lak yo ' goin ' wake 
' em up . YO ' CAIN ' T  WAKE ' EM  UP LES SEN ' YO ' TECH ' EM .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) ,  
2811 : 3 . ] 

7094 . Take yore bloomahs, yore dirty bloomahs , if  yo ' wanta keep ' im asleep , 
an ' lay dem ovah ' is haid . YO ' DON ' HAVE TUH JIS '  LAY IT OVAH ' IS FACE . J I S ' 
LAK YO ' GOT A TABLE OR SOMPIN DERE , JIS ' LAY IT OVAH DE RAID OF DE BAlD WHERE 
HE SLEEPIN ' AT , OVAH ' IS HAID . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1522 ) , 2714 : 14 . ] 

7095 . Hang her princess s lip up ovah his haid an' bloomahs . [ Li tt le Ro ck , 
Ark . , (896) , 14 66 : 11 . ] 

7096 . Lay her nightgown or any piece of her clothes over his head . [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 843) ,  1279 : 4 . ] 

7097 . Well , a boy wuz goin ' wit me , but ' im an ' ' i s  buddy boy s lept tuh
gethah . We ll , any t ime ah wanta have intahco ' se wit ' im, sompin lak da t ,  if ah 

( 6 )  NOSE - CLOTHING ACROSS OR NEAR HIS 
kin be  in de baid wit ' im , ain' t but 
one thing yo ' gota do . All yo ' go ta 
do , take yo re s tep-ins an ' take de 

seat an ' put it cross ' is nose . He ' ll nevah take ' em  o f f  t ill yo ' take ' em off 
ag ' in . [Wilson ,  N .  Car . , (1511) , 2678 : 18 . ] 

7098 . A woman if she wan ' ' er husban ' tuh not wake up while she ' s  gone , j is ' 
befo ' she git ready tub go , she hang aroun ' an ' dress an ' all lak dat , an ' she 
keep on ' er bloomahs whut she has on all day . She take 'em an ' lay ' em , de seat 
of ' em ,  right cro ss ' is no strils . An '  SHE KIN GO OUT AN '  STAY LONG AS SHE WANT , 
OR SHE KIN TAKE A MAN RIGHT IN DE BAID S IDE OF ' IM AN ' HE WON ' T KNOW ANYTHIN ' 
ABOUT IT . Ah heard dat. [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1412) , 2538 : 3 . ] 

709 9 . Ah heard dat if a woman want s tub go out aftah no t ' er own husban ' , an '  
wants tub keep ' im  tub sleep , take her britches an ' put ' em  r ight cross ' is nose 
whilst he ' s  sleep . Jis ' put ' em right cro ss ' is nose an ' he ' ll stay dere . She 
kin go off an ' stay from nine a ' clo ck unt il two a ' clo ck . He ' ll sleep right on 
dere , won ' t  nuthin bothah ' im. Said she could be right back an ' he wouldn ' t  
know nuthin ' bout it . Dat ' s  whut ah heard about dat . [ Flor ence , S .  Car . , ( 1311) , 
2221 : 39 . ] 

7 100 . D ese s horts  whut he weah , yo ' know , is  real sweaty an ' musty yo ' know, 
an ' when she as leep , lay 'em right by ' er nose where she kin inhale de scent , 
an ' she wouldn ' t  nevah wake up t ill he came back . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1007) , 
1627 : 9 . ] 

7101.  Take her skin pieae , right next tub ' er skin , an ' hang it right � 
' is haid an' let part o f  [ i t ]  drap right cros s ' is no se heah . An ' he ' l l be r ight 
dere until she come back an ' move it . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  (1555) , 2828 : 14 . ]  

710 2 .  When h e  go to sleep , she j is '  take ' er underweahs what she wore all 
tha t day an ' whilst him laying down there put it  - the seat of it - right £!£!! 
his nose like that . [New Orleans , La . , (82 9 ) , 1225 : 3 . ] 

7103.  An' den too , ah know a man de way he did ' is wife ,  when he ' d  wan ta go 
o f f  tuh see ' is sweetheart , yo ' know. He ' d  go tuh work an ' he ' d  weah ' is undah

( 7 )  HIS HAN ' S • • •  UNDAH 'IS ARM AN ' ROUN ' IN 'IS PRIVATE • • •  
PUT IT ' CROSS 'ER NOSE LIKE DAT • • •  
TAKE DEM DRAWAHS AN ' PUT OVAH ' ER FACE 

clothes yo ' see ,  
fo' prob ' ly a 
week , an ' ' im an' 
' is wife would go 
tub bed an ' she 

wouldn' t even know when he git outa de bed . He ' d go tub work an ' he ' d  take his 
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han ' s an'  put ' em undah ' is arm an ' roun ' in ' is private ,  an' put it cross ' er 
nose lak dat .  An ' take dem drawahs an ' put ovah ' er face . An '  be could go an ' 
s tay till day de nex ' mawnin ' , an ' she wouldn ' t wake up until he come an' move 
' is undahclo thes off  ' er bed .  Ah' ve known dat tub be true . [Waycross , Ga. , 

(1107 ) ,  1782 : 3 . ] 
( 8 )  P ILLOW - CLOTHES BENEATH - TO KEEP ASLEEP 7 104 . Ah '  ve been heah evah 

since de 11th of Septembah an ' 
ah declare dat ' s  all dey do do ' s . Take yore step-ins or yore b loomahs an ' put 
undah de pillah or spread it ovah dere face , an ' dey ' ll nevah wake up until de 
nex ' mawnin' • 

(You put it either over the man ' s face or under his pillow , one or the other . )  
[ Sumter ,  S .  C ar . , (1337 ) , 2310 : 7 . ] 

7 105 . Put ' er undahclo thes undah ' is pillahslip , or b loomahs or sompin lak 
dat intuh ' is pillahs lip , undah ' is pillah where he sleep on , or eithah hang up 
ovah de head o f  de bed , makes ' im  sleep . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1240) , 2109 : 15 . ] 

7106 . An' den eithah yo ' kin take' yore othah piece an ' stick it undah yore 
pillah an' go out , an ' when yo ' come back , take it out an ' he ' ll wake up . 

(Under whose pillow do you put it?  Under his or under your own? ) 
Undah his ' n . 
(And he ' ll stay asleep until you ge t back . ) [Waycross , Ga . , (1127 ) , 1833 : 3 . ] 
7107 . Take her bloomahs an ' lay it tub yore haid , right down dere on yore 

pillah , an ' yo ' ll s leep lessen she come back [ and take it away ] . [ S t .  Peters
burg , Fla. , (1019 ) , 1649 : 12 . ] 

7 108 . [ " Put her dirty shimmy under man ' s  head under pillow to keep asleep . " ]  
[My note of a rite , probab ly one missed by transcriber - H . M . H . ] [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 96 9 ) , 1568 : 15 . ] 

7109 . If  she want s tub s top ' im from runnin' aroun ' wit ano thah woman ,  when 
he ' s  sleep in de night , take her panties an ' put i t  undah ' is pillah , undah ' is 

head , an '  dat will stop 'im from 
runnin ' aroun ' . An ' he s leep over 

(9)  P ILLOW RITE WITH DIFFERENT PURPOSE dat all night an ' he stop runnin ' 
roun ' den .  [ St .  P et ersburg , Fla . , 
(994) , 1606 : 11 . ] 

(10) INSIDE OUT SHIMMY ACRO SS HIS HEAD 7110 . Sho ' , j is '  take yore shimmy 
whut chew weahs . When he drops tub 
sleep , yo ' in de bed wit ' im,  pull 

off yore shimmy an ' turn it on de wrong side , an ' hang it , lay it right cross ' is 
haid . An' he won ' t wake up till yo ' come an ' take dat shimmy from off dere . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2343 : 9 . ] 

7111 . She takes ' er undahpiece nex ' tub ' er skin an ' hang it right up ovah 
de bed , turns it wrongside out . Turn dis part  ovah d is way [ demonstrates ] an ' · 

dis part hang down in ' is face . 
(11 ) UNDERP IECE WRONGSIDE OUT (Let the lower part hang down near his face . )  

IN HI S FACE He ' ll sleep right dere until she come back . 
[ St .  Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1585 : 4 . ]  

(12) HAT UP S IDE DOWN UNDER BED 7112 . Take ' is hat an ' lay it up undah de b ed 
bottomside upwards , an ' dey ' ll [he will ] sleep 

dere until she comes back .  [Memphis , Tenn. ' ·  (936 ) , 1515 : 3 . ]  
7113 . She can pull off her gown , 

(13) NIGHTGOWN FOLDED - LAID ON MAN ' S BREAST anything [ she] sleep in next tub 
you . She can take that an ' fo ld 

it up an ' lay it on your [ a  man ' s ]  breas t [ and he will continue to s leep until 
she removes it ] . [New Orleans , La . ,  (831) , 1235 : 1 . ]  
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(14) PANTS - HANG UP BY LEGS BEHIND ARMOIRE 
7 114 . Ah ' ve heard o f  them takiD& 
their pants an ' get t ing behind 
the armoire an ' hanging ' em  up . 

hanging them up by the legs . [New Or leans , La , ,  (824) , 119 4 : 2 . ] 
7115 . [As an example of  the difficult ies at tending the arrangement of mate

rial in HoodOo , please not ice that the following shoe ri tes , quite a long l ist , 
could have b een put under subsection SHOES , Nos , 508 7-5 205 , pp . 27 58-27 81 , vol . 3  
to Nos . 5206-5302 , pp . 2801-2818 , vo l . 4 .  Moreover , there are many other shoe rites 

in HoodOo unlisted among the preceding num-
SHOES - TO KEEP PERSON ASLEEP b ers . ] 

(1) TIE PERSON ' S  SHOE OVERHEAD Ah ' ve heard dat chew take 
put it  up ovah dere haid . 

ovah dere haid an ' dat p erson will sleep sound unt il yo ' went 
go an ' return . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1521) , 2709 : 50 . ] 

a person ' s  shoe an '  
Jis ' tie it up 

anywhere yo ' wanta 

7 11 6 . Now dere ' s  two things about dat . Dey tell me dat she kin take de 
piec e ,  dat she weah nex ' tub ' er skin , an ' put it  ovah ' is face an ' he ' ll sleep 

( 2 )  TOE TO TOE - TIED WAY WORN - FOOT OF BED 
right dere until she come 
back . 
Now , dey tell me dat dey kin 

take yore shoes an ' git right at de foot of de bed , an '  tie ' em dis way [ demon
strates ]  toe to toe .  Jis ' lay dem lak ' e  weah dem but • • •  

(To e to toe . )  
Yes sir . 
(And that will keep him asleep while she is gone out . )  [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  

(1174) , 1980 : 6 . ] 
7117 . Yes , ah have heard o f  dat , too . Say , if she wanta git out - j is '  lak 

she wanta git o f f . An '  she take his two shoes an ' t ie dem tuhgethah an ' hang 
' em ovah ' is haid , an ' put ' is two pants laigs ovah ' is haid . D ey say he wouldn' t 

wake up . 
(3 )  STRADDLE HI S PANTS LEGS OVER HEAD OF BED 

SIMILIARLY STRADDLE HI S 2 SHOES TIED TOGETHER 
(What do you mean, tie  his 
shoes together? ) 

strings an ' t ie a kno t in it  an ' 
' is pants  an ' straddle dem cro ss 
an ' one on dis side ; an ' put one 
say dat would keep ' im asleep . 

Jis ' take his two shoe
throw ' em cros s  de haid of  de b ed .  Yo ' takes 
de haid of de bed , an' put one laig on one side 
shoe on one side an '  one on de othah . An '  dey 

(Make him stay home while she ' s  gone out ? )  
Ye s .  
She would take an ' take ' em by de laig an ' hang ' em up . Jis ' lak if he wuz 

tub be bad about runnin ' roun ' an ' she would take ' em an ' hang ' em up on de foot 
of de bed an ' hang de part , yo ' know , dat fits on ' er ,  she hang dat right ovah 
de place where he supposed tuh sleep . An ' let i t  hang dere fo ' five or six 
nights an ' dat would make him s tay home . Ah know a lady dat do dat now , 

(Well ,  she doesn ' t le t them [ s tay ] there while he ' s  ther e in the day? ) 
See , she waits t ill he goes tub bed an ' den she hang ' s ' em up . An ' dey t ell 

me ,  while - whenevah she got ' em  hangin'  dere ,  he can ' t go no plac e .  An '  den 
whenevah she hang ' em dere fo ' a certain numbah of night s ,  he don ' t wanta go . 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1391) , 249 8 : 4 . ] 

(4)  SHE BURIES UNDER HOUSE 
BENEATH BED - HIS LEFT SHOE 

' 7 118 . Take yore shoes an ' turn ' em ups ide 
down right where yore bed is at . Yo ' ll put 
dat shoe in de groun ' an ' she ' d  put yo ' in 
bed - yo ' goin ' tuh come dere an' go tub 

bed , go tub sleep . An ' she ' d  git up dere , yo ' won ' t wake up ' till she wake yo ' 



- Hoodoo - Conjurat ion - Witchcraft - Rootvork - 3175 

up . She kin gi t up any time o f  night she want , an '  go where she want , an ' come 
back an ' yo ' j is ' sleepin ' - can 't wake up . 

(Does she bury both shoes ? )  
One , yore le£ 1 -foot shoe. 
(Does she bury it in the ground or put it under the bed ? ) 
Nope, she bury it in de gr ound , yo ' know , right where de bed at ; yo ' know, lak 

dat . An '  turn it upside down an ' put dat shoe in de ground , see .  
(She ' d  have to get under the house then? ) 
Yes ,  sir , she ' d git undahneat ' de house an ' put dat dere right where de bed at . 
(I see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (850) , 1313 : 6 . ] 
7119 . Ah ' ve heard people say yo ' could put 'is shoes undah de bed an ' turn 

' em bo ttom upwards . An ' long as dose shoes is bottom upwards ,  he ' ll lay dere 
an' s leep until she comes back .  [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 2534 : 1 7 . ]  

(5)  BOTTOMS UPWARD HIS SHOES UNDER BED 
7 120 . Take ' em  an ' turn ' em  down 
while dey sleep . 
(The shoes? ) 

De shoes , an' dey cain ' t wake up until yo ' turn 'em back up . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , 

(6 )  BELOW HEAD OF BED HIS SHOES UP SIDE DOWN 

(1225) , 2083 : 2 . ] 
7121 . (This is to make the man 
sleep while she ' s gone out . )  
Take his shoes an ' take ' em an ' 
turn de top down undah de haid 

of ' is baid , an ' he ' ll sleep until she go an ' come b ack an ' moves dem. [ Fayet te

( 7 )  LEFT-FOOT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 
ville , N .  Car . , (1447 ) ,  2625 : 7 . ] 
7122 . Yo ' could take de lef ' - foot o f  any
body ' s shoe an ' turn it down , j is '  lak yo ' 

wanta turn a trick , an '  yo ' be sleepin ' , why yo ' ll sleep right dere till dey do 
whut de wanta an ' come back. [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1191) , 2011 : 1 . ] 

7123 . Yo ' could take a p erson' s shoe when dey sleep or anything , an ' if yo ' 
wan ta sl ip out - yo ' could take de lef ' - foo t shoe an ' turn it upside down .  

(8)  LEFT SHOE UPS IDE DOWN - UNDER BED 

(9 )  HI S LEFT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER CENTER OF BED 

(10) HIS LEFT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER HEAD OF BED 

[Memphis , Tenn . , (953) , 153 9 : 7 . ] 
7124 . Turn person ' s left shoe bot tom 
upwards an ' lay that under bed . Won' t  
wake up . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( ? ) , 
1001 : 10 . ] 
7125. Left f oot shoe [ his ] bott om up
wards under middle o f  b ed . When [ she ] 
come back, turn shoe upwards [ again] . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (962) , 1550 : 10 . ) 
7126 . How , tub keep ' im  asleep while 
she ' s out at night , take his lef ' -foot 
shoe an ' turn it down undahneath undah 

de head o f  de bed. [Memphis , Tenn. ,  ( 948 ) , 1528 : 11 . ] 
7127 . Dey kin use a shoe dis way . If i t ' s  in yore house an ' if yo ' wants 

tuh put a person tuh s leep , yo ' take de le f ' -foot shoe an ' turn it down right at 
de haid of de b ed ,  an ' dey ' ll sleep dere clean until yo ' move dat shoe . Yo ' go t 
a chance tuh do anything in de world tub ' em  an ' dey cain ' t wake up . [Algiers , 

La . ,  ( 15 75) , 2898 : 6 . ] 
(11) HIS LEFT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 7128 . If yo ' wanta make a person s leep , yo ' 

UNDER HIS S IDE OF BED kin [get ] outa de bed from ' im  while he ' s  
sleep . Yo ' take his shoe,  j is '  only one . 

Take his lef ' -foot shoe an ' ease it down ,  an ' turn it  bottomside upwards right 
undah de side of de bed where he sleep on . Turn it bottomsides upwards undah 
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der e .  Yo ' has a chance tuh go anywheres yo ' wanta , ' cuz he ' s  no t  goin ' wake up 
' long as dat shoe is turned bot tom upwards . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 2 7 7 7 : 6 . ] 

7129 . Turn his shoe bot tom upwards undah 
de s ide he ' s  s leepin ' on . [Lit tle Rock , 

(12 ) HI S LEFT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER HI S SIDE OF FOOT OF BED 

Ark . , ( 8 9 9 ) , 14 7 2 : 2 . ] 
7 130 . Take the [his ] left foot shoe an ' 
turn it up [ side down] on his side of  the 
foo t of the b ed an ' he won ' t wake up . 
[ New Orleans , La . , (8 14) , 1146 : 7 . ] 
7131 . Yo ' want ano thah woman . Jis ' lak 

yo ' runnin ' a roomin ' house an ' got roomahs in dere an ' yo ' an ' yore wife in bed
room go in' tuh bed , an ' yo ' wanna git up an ' go in de othah room an ' don ' wan ' 

( 13) HE TURNS HER RIGHT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER WHERE SHE SLEEPS 

' er to wake up . Yo ' take ' er shoe 
an ' put it right undah de bed an ' 
turn it upside down , lak mah hat 
[ d emonstrates ] r ight undah ' er 

where she ' s  layin ' dere . An ' she can ' t wake up unt il yo ' go wake her up yo ' sel f .  
Yo ' kin go- out , kin dress an ' s tay out t ill daylight , an ' den come back home an ' 
wake her up . Dat woman , she won '  wake up t ill den . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (124 7 ) , 

(14) SHE TURNS HIS LEFT SHOE UP SIDE DOWN 
UNDER THE BED BELOW HI S HEAD 

2113 : 2 . ] 
7132 . (What do they do about that � 
Dey [women] take his ' ef '  shoe an ' 
turn it bot tom up , put it right up 

undah ' is head - yo '  see , lak up undah de b ed .  Well , yo ' take dat lef ' shoe of  
his ' n  an ' yo ' turn it right up undah ' is bed  bot tom upwards ,  an ' he ' ll sleep dere 
until yo ' come back . 

( I  see . If the woman wants to go out and .run around ? )  
Yes , s ir . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 7 83) , 1085 : 8 . ] 
7 133 . Take the [ his ] right sho e an '  turn i t  upside down until she come back . 

Keep him asleep . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 804) , 
(15)  HIS RIGHT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 1128 : 8 . ] 

7 134 . Git de right-foot shoe an ' any piece 
he weah nex ' tuh ' im - his undahclo thes-lak . When dey go tuh sleep , take dat 

(16) HIS RIGHT SHOE UP SIDE DOWN 
HIS UNDERCLOTHES OVER HI S FACE 

piece whut he weah nex ' tuh ' im ,  an ' 
put it ovah ' is fac e .  An ' take his 
shoe , de right-foo t shoe an ' turn it 
down . He ' ll cont inue s leepin '  dere 

until dey go an ' take dat from ovah ' is face an ' turn ' is shoe back up straight 
in de night . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (104 7 ) , 1 7 02 : 12 . ] 

7135 . I f  a woman ' s  gittin '  ready tuh go out , if  she got sense , she ' ll lay on 
de bed wit ' er husban ' . She pulls off  ' er clo thes an ' while he ' s  no t lookin ' , 

( 1 7 )  HER LEFT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN UNDER BED 
HER UNDERWEAR UNDER HIS HEAD 

she ' ll take and place her undah
weah undah ' is head . She ' ll take 
an ' p lace her undahweah undah ' is 
head , an ' he ' ll lay dere an ' go 

tuh s leep an ' he ' ll nevah wake up . Den she ' ll take his l ef ' shoe an ' TURN IT 
DOWN IN UNDAH DE BED , AN '  SHE KIN GO TUH HELL AN '  COME BACK . 

(And she must put the underclothes under his pillow - under his head ? )  
Her undahclo thes undah ' is head . 
(Under the pillow or under his head ? )  
Undah ' is head . Put ' er undahc lothes undah ' is head . I t  kin be , as long as 

it ' s  undah ' is head , she kin even put it undah de sheet . Yo ' know , she put i t  
somewhere where h e  can ' t see it . 
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(Oh ,  I see . ) [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 20) , 1182 : 2 . ] 
7136 . She ' ll take ' er drawahs an ' pull ' em  off whut she had on an '  put ' em  

undah ' is haid ; take her right-footed shoe an ' turn it bottom upwards undah de 
foo t of ' is baid , an ' take his lef ' -footed shoe an '  turn it bottom upwards . An '  

(18 )  HER RIGHT SHOE AND HIS LEFT - UP S IDE DOWN 
NEXT TO EACH OTHER - UNDER FOOT OF BED 
HER DRAWERS UNDER HI S PILLOW 

he ' ll s leep dere until she 
come an ' wake him up . 
(Where does she put his 
shoe? ) 

undah de b aid . Put ' is sho e ,  one tuh 
side undah de bed . 

Jis ' turn it  bottom upwards 
' er foo t an ' one tub ' is ,  right side by 

(But she puts her drawers under the pillow? ) 
Ease it undah ' is p illah . 
(And what would happen then? ) 
He j is ' sleep . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1 206) , 2039 : 1 . ] 
7137 . Yo ' could take one o f  ' is shoes an ' turn it  down j is '  somewhere at de 

side of  de b ed , an ' den he sleep a long time . An '  a woman kin take her skin
pieae an ' put it  up ovah ·at dis end o f  de bed , j is '  hang it  up ovah dere . Dey ' ll 

(19) ONE OF HIS SHOES UPSIDE DOWN AT S IDE OF BED 
SHE PUTS HER SKIN-PIECE AT HEAD OF BED 

sleep sound lak dat . [Mem
phis , Tenn. , (1543) , about 
cyl . 2794 . ] 

woman kin do . Ji s ' lak if ' er an ' ' er 
out , she ' ll git up an ' she ' ll take his 

7138 .  Ah tell yo ' whut a 
husban ' gone tuh baid an ' she wanta s tep 
shoe , turn ' em bottomside upward s  in undah 

( 20)  SHE TURNS HI S SHOES UP SIDE DOWN UNDER FOOT OF BED 
HE HANGS HI S PANT S OR DRAWERS OVER 

de foot o f  de baid . 
See , he cain ' t wake 
up until she come 

TOP OF BED AND HER HEAD back an ' turn dem 
shoes ovah . Den a 

man kin - he kin , j is '  lak if he wan ' s tub go out an ' leave her dere asleep , all 
he ' s  gotta do , j is '  git up yo ' know an ' take his pants o ff or some of  ' is drawah� 
yo ' know it ' s  d irty , an ' hang ' em ovah de top of  de baid ovah ' er haid dere ,  an '  
go on off about ' is business . An ' she won ' t  wake up until he come back an ' move 
dem things . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (991) , 1599 : 4 . ] 

7139 . Wal ,  dey take de lef ' of  yo ' shoes an ' turn it bottom upwards on any 
kinda piece o f  bo ' d ,  an ' nail it  bottom upwards . An ' dat ' s  de way yo ' ll be , 

j is '  lak dat shoe . 
(21)  NAIL TO BOARD - LEFT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN (How is that? ) 

Becuz de shoe is bottom upwards .  
Why when yo ' turn dat shoe bottom upwards , feet up an ' de - in dat way yo ' ll be 
down . De only way yo ' kin be right is pull dat nail out an ' turn dat shoe back 

( 22)  HI S LEFT SHOE OVER HI S NO SE 10 MINUTE S 

up . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
(520) . 6 20 : 9 . 1 
7140 . Take a person ' s  left 
shoe when he goes to sleep , 
ho ld over his nose about 10 

minutes . He won ' t  wake up . [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  ( ? ) , 1007 : 9 . ] 

(23)  HIS SHOE - HER UNDERWEAR - PASS OVER HI S FACE 
HANG BOTH OVER BED 

7 141 . Take man ' s  shoe 
an ' pass over his face , 
then hang on bed ; then 
her underwear pass over 

his face an ' hang over bed . [Memphis ,  Tenn. , (966) , 1560 : 10 . ] 
7 142 . She ' ll take the left foot shoe an '  j is '  pass it over his face three 
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( 24 )  3 T IMES SHE PASSES HIS LEFT SHOE OVER HIS FACE 

t imes an ' put it down • • •  
[New Orleans , La . , ( 7 87 ) , 
1098 : 11 . ] 
7143 . Ketch a man 
asleep an ' take yore 

right- foot shoe an ' carry it ovah ' is face nine t imes . An '  yo ' kin go on where

{ 25 )  9 TIMES IN A CIRCULAR MOTION 
SHE PASSES OVER HIS FACE 
HER RIGHT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 

evah yo ' wanta an ' come on back , an ' he 
won ' t wake up until yo ' come back . 
(How do you put that shoe over his face? 
Show me how you do that . )  

Yo ' take yo re shoe an ' yo ' 
inhale dat . Yo ' j is carry 

( In a circular mot ion . ) 

Jis ' lak he ' s  layin ' perhaps on ' is back . 
turn it . Yo ' know , maybe it  smell ins ide of it , he 
it ovah ' is face lak dat [ demonstrates ] . 

Nine t imes in a motion , nine times . [Memphis , Tenn . , (154 2 ) , 2789 : 6 . ] 

{ 26)  HIS CHEST OR STOMACH - HI S UPSIDE DOWN SHOE ON 
7144 . Turn person ' s 
shoe ups ide down an ' 
leave on chest or stom

ach . Keeps him asleep . [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  ( ? ) , 105 7 : 13 . ] 
7145 . Tell yo ' whut dey do wit yore  shoes . Lak if  yo ' go out an ' stay out 

late at ni ght , or somp in lak dat , an ' dey wanta keep yo ' home . Dey don ' wan ' 

{ 2 7 )  SHOES - UPS IDE DOWN UNDER BED 
SALT AND BLACK PEPPER IN 

chew tub go out too much at night . Or 
if yo ' layin ' down sleep in '  an ' dey wan ' 
chew tub sleep soun '  an ' don ' wan ' chew 
tub wake up , take an ' put some black 

peppah an ' sal t in de shoe , an ' turn it bot tomside upwards an '  put it undah yore 
bed - both de shoes . [Memphi s , Tenn. , (939) , 1520 : 1 . ] 

{ 2 8 )  SHOES - UPSIDE DOWN UNDER BED 
HIS HAT OVERHEAD 

( 2 9 )  SHOES HE TAKES OFF AT NIGHT 
SHE TURNS BOTTOMS UP 

7146 . She ' ll take his shoes an '  turn ' em 
ups ide down • • •  take his hat , pin it  [ up ]  
over his head . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 8 ) , 
1113 : 7 . ]  
7147 . Turn de shoes bottoms upwards -
his shoes . 
(Where? ) 
Wel l ,  j is ' lak he ' s pulled dem off an ' 

gone tub bed , she take ' em an ' turn ' em bottoms up - turn de sole up an ' de top 
down . Say dat ' ll make him sleep until she come back . [Waycross , Ga . , (1117 ) , 

1 7 94 : 10 . ] 
(30)  CROSS  SHOES UP SIDE DOWN 714 8 . Turn yore shoes upside down , if  yo ' tub 

b ed .  Turn yore shoes upside down an ' walk on 
out , an ' yo ' won ' wake up until he come back an '  turn de shoe ovah . 

(Do you us e both shoes or j ust  one? ) 
Use both shoes . Put it crossways lak dat [ demons trates ] .  
(On top o f  each other crossways . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1214 ) , 206 0 : 10 . ] 

(31)  CRO S S  2 NAILS IN MAN ' S LEFT SHOE 

(32 )  CRO S S  HIS SOCK OVER HIS LEFT SHOE 
UPSIDE DOWN UNDER BED 

714 9 . Take 2 nails , cro ss them like 
an X in man ' s  left shoe . Keeps him 
asleep . [Mobile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 9 09 : 4 . ] 
7150 . She take the left shoe off his 
foot • • •  she turn it upside down under
neath the bed , an ' then take his sock 
an ' lay it  across that shoe [making 

the shape of a cro ss ] ; either one o f  the socks , but she got to take that lef t  
foo t sho e .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 7 ) , 1110 : 10 . ] 
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(33) TURN HI S SHOE UPSIDE DOWN - HIS POCKETS INSIDE OUT 
7151 . Jis ' take de 
shoe an • turn it 
down • • • den take an '  

turn his pockets wrongside out . [ Little Rock , Ark . , (900) , 147 3 . ] 

(34) TOES OF UPSIDE DOWN SHOES POINT UNDER BED 
7 152 . If she gwine out -
mean if  she goin ' tuh ' er 
girl fren ' - d ey kin j is '  

turn yore shoe up side down an ' turn de 
till she come b ack . 

toes undah de bed ,  an ' he won' wake up 

(He turns his shoes upsid e  down? ) 
Dat ' s righ t ,  de man ' s shoes . 
(Both shoes , both pointed under the bed . ) 
Undah de b ed .  
(He won' t wake up unt il she gets back? ) 
No , no ! [ Florence,  s .  Car . , (1291) , 21 90 : 11 . ] 
7 15 3 .  Dey tell me dat de women kin - ' fact a woman tried i t  on me - take her 

shoes an ' turn ' em right undahneath de head of ' er bed , an ' put a half a dollah 
undah each shoe , an ' go out an ' 
stay out , den come in , an ' yo ' 

(35) POINT UNDER HEAD OF BED HER 2 SHOES 
HAVE BENEATH EACH SHOE A HALF DOLLAR 

(36) SHOES - UPSIDE DOWN - UNDER HEAD OF BED 
TOES POINT IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS 

won ' know it . Yo ' won ' wake up 
until she come back an ' move 'em . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1105) , 17 7 9 : 5.] 
7 154 . Take both ' is shoes an ' 
turn ' em  undah de head of  de 
bed , upside downwards ,  fo ' an ' 
aft . 
(How do they turn them? ) 
Foah an ' aft . 
(That ' s  the toe , one . And the 
heel? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Heah ' s  a toe an ' 

heah ' s  a toe .  See , dats de way . Undah de head o f  de bed .  
(Toe and heel , and heel and toe ? )  [ Shoes are together ups ide down facing 

opposite directions . ]  
Dat ' s  right , an ' he cain ' t wake up until she come back an ' turn ' em  up . An' 

he kin go an ' do her de same way , if  she ' s got low quartahs or top .shoes . But 
if she ' s  go t top shoes , dose high-top shoes , yo ' have to put de tops undah , fo ld 
de tops  undah , yo ' see , so dey ' ll set straight . Jis ' put ' em  undah de  head of 
de bed .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (156 6) , 2869 : 3 . ] 

715 5 .  Home a t  night? Take yore shoes , turn one tuh d e  head an ' d e  othah 
back tub de foot ; yo ' know , j is '  de opposite ways , yo ' see , wit sugah in each 

( 3 7 )  UPSIDE DOWN SHOES TOGETHER - TOES POINT 
ONE TO HEAD AND OTHER TO FOOT OF BED 
SUGAR IN EACH SHOE - KNOT IN UNDERSKIRT OR CHEMISE 

one of  dem shoe, 
an ' sleep lak dat . 
Tie one knot in ' uh 
undahskirt or ' er 
chemise , wbatevah 

she has , an ' sleep until she returns . 
has on . 

She j is '  has tuh keep it on ,  de one she 

(Put one shoe with the toe point ing t o  the head and one to the foot . You put 
the shoes upside down , together , or one at t he foot and one at the bead? ) 

Upside down , one at de head an ' one at de foot . Set ' em  nex ' tub each othah 
right in a row , right foot at de head of de man ; one fo ' de head an ' one fo ' de 
foot . [New Orleans , La . , (816 ) , 1155 : 6 . ] 
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7 156 . After he ' s  gone to sleep , look , she takes one of his shoes an ' turn it 
to the head [ of the bed ]  an ' the other one to the foo t , see , tying thr ee kno ts 

in her underslip , an ' 

(38)  ONE SHOE POINTS TO HEAD OF BED - OTHER TO FOOT 
TIES 3 KNOTS IN HER UNDERSLIP 

he ' ll sleep there unt il 
she return back an ' re
move those shoes .  [ New 
Orleans , La . ,  (879) , 
1446 : 6 . ] 

(39 )  TOE POINTS TO DOOR - RIGHT SHOE UPSIDE DOWN 7157 . Heard ' em say dey 
kin take dere shoe from 

it up by a do ' ,  an ' if dat person 
shoe ' fo '  he wake up . 

(You turn it up by the door ? ) 

de right foot an ' turn 
' sleep , he ' ll sleep dere till yo ' remove dat 

Yo ' have tub turn it up on de flo ' facin ' at de do ' on de s id e . 
(You turn it upside down? ) 

Yes s ir , like dat . 
(The right-foot shoe? ) 
Yes sir , an ' say he will s leep unti l yo ' remove dat shoe . [Brunswick, Ga . ,  

( 117 9) , 1991 : 1 2 . ] 
7 158 . Now , dat goin' in devi �ent tri ak . A woman takes yo ' stockin ' an ' , if 

[ she ] do dat 2 or 3 weeks , she take yo ' stockin ' an ' she ' ll put it - no dis heah 

HER STOCKING AND CLOSE PIECE NEAR HIM 
' er s tockin'  whut ah ' m  tryin ' tuh expla in 
now . Ah ain ' t heard about ' is stockin ' 
but ' er stockin ' .  She ' ll take dat an ' 

she kin put i t  aroun ' yo ' , roun ' where yo ' wouldn ' t  know it ' s  der e .  An '  den 
she ' ll take den ' er piece dat nex ' tuh ' er ,  somewhere next tuh ' er skin , an ' 
she ' ll put dat ovah yo ' . An' yo ' ll sl eep den , r ight on den , an ' she kin go out 
an ' do any kinda business she wanta , an ' yo ' won ' wake up . DAT JIS ' DE SAME AS 
MORPHINE YO ' KIN TAKE IT . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1138 ) , 1852 : 5 . ] 

7 159 . Well , ah heard dat yo ' could take yore sock ,  if yo ' wants tub git out 
anywhere at night wi t ' out yore ole lady knowin ' it o r somepin lak dat . Or if 

she wants tub git out wit ' out yo ' knowin ' it . 
STOCKING OF HERS OVER MAN' S NOSE Well she takes ' er stockin ' an ' while yo ' 

yo ' ll nevah wake up unt il 
( 1136 ) , 1847 : 10 . ] 

sleep , she put s it  ovah yor e nose , see , an ' 
she come back an ' move dat stockin ' . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  

7160 . Sock - kin take a sock .  A SOCK FER TRUE HAVE COME DOWN FROM HISTORY .  
I f yo ' kin take a stockin ' an ' i f  a person i s  asleep - has p lenty o f  money - yo ' 

kin take i t  an '  lay i t , yo ' sleepin ' , an ' heah ' s  yore no s e  
SOCK OVER MAN ' S NOSE heah , an' yo ' kin lay it right dere in fron ' of yore nose . 

AN ' YO ' KIN TRY IT ANY TIME YO ' WANTA , AN '  YO ' WOULDN ' T  
WAKE UP .  Ah kin be right dere when yo ' woke up . Well ah b een out de house , done 
been evahwhere , an ' ah ' ll come back an ' yo ' sleepin ' r ight on . An ' den ah ' ll 
come dere an ' take dat sock , an ' soon as yo ' commenc e drawin ' long breaths , ah ' ll 
remove dat s ock . Look lak yo ' sawin ' insid e - look lak a saw .  Minute dat sock 
i s  gone yo ' don ' t heah dat . Reckon ah ' ll shake yo ' an ' wake yo ' up , but ah done 
got whut chew go t an ' gone wit it . Done carried it somewheah , but ah wake yo ' 
up . Me an ' yo ' lay down tuhge thah . Yo ' couldn ' t  sweah ah took it . Well ,  yo ' 
say dere ' s nobody else in de hous e but us two . How could i t  be gone ? Well ,  i f  
yo ' d idn ' t know , [who knows 1 ?  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 542)  , 6 7 2 :, 3 . 1 

7 16 1 .  We ll , d ey always say , dat i f  a man as leep an ' yo ' wan '  ' im tuh sleep 
till yo ' come back , take yore [ hi s ]  dir ty socks an ' hang ' em ovah de head of ' is 
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bed an ' he sleep till yo ' git back .  Take one of ' is dirty socks , de right foot , 

D IRTY SOCKS OVER HEAD OF HIS BED 

a s  neah as yo ' kin s ee . Yo ' kin see bow de 
toe i s  printed in de sock . Yo ' take dat s ock 
an '  yo ' hang it ovah de head o f  de bed , an ' 

if he sleepin ' , he sleep t ill yo ' come back . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 
2511 : 6 . ]  

7 16 2 .  Well , she could 
de bed . Or eithah take a 

take her undahweah an ' j is '  put it up ovah de head of  
sock - her s tockin ' , yo ' know , a dirty stockin' an ' 
t ie three kno t s  around it - like he ' s layin ' in de 

3 KNOTS IN HER S TOCKING b ed , see , an ' j is '  lay it right cro ss ' is neck . AH 
ACROSS HIS NECK KNOW DAT ' S A FACT . 

(She takes her dirty stocking , and it has three knots 
in i t ,  and puts it  right around his neck? ) 

Jis ' lay it right ovah ' i s neck [ demonstrates ] .  
(She puts the three knots right on his throat , and j us t  lays it right over 

his ne ck . And he won ' t wake up until she gets back? ) 
Until she gi ts back an ' unloo s e  de stockin ' . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1175) , 1487 : 3 . ] 
7 16 3 . Dey kin git de footbo ' d  o r  de headbo ' d  at least an ' · come an ' put it 

undah yore house an ' yo ' can ' t wake up . 

FOOTBOARD OR HEADBOARD 
FROM GRAVE - UNDER HOUSE 

(You can ' t wake up ?  Why would they put that under the 
house to keep you asleep? ) 
Dey put yo ' tuh sleep lak de deadman is . 
(Why would they put you t o  sleep ? What was their idea 
of doing that ? )  
De idea tuh put chew t o  sleep , den yo ' nevah wake up . 

(Oh , this is to kill you . ) [Waycross , Ga. , (1074) , 173 7 : 2 . ] 
7 164 . Take dat an ' put ' em undahneat ' chore house in de midnight , but yo '  

got ' a do dat on de young moon . An ' take one of dem headbo ' ds an ' bring ' em  an ' 
put ' em,  right j is '  lak i t  wus yore bed here ,  an ' shove ' em undahneat '  dere . If 

GRAVE HEADBOARD - AT MIDNIGHT - ON YOUNG MOON 
UNDERNEATH HOUSE - BELOW BED 

yo ' wanted tuh git up in de maw
nin ' on t ime ,  YO ' WOULD SLEEP AN ' 
SLEEP UNLES SEN SOMEBODY WOULD 
WAKE YO ' .  Yo ' can ' t - yo ' wanta 
[Charles ton , S .  Car . , (near 535 ) , git up but choo can ' t .  Yo ' go back tuh sleep . 

SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT IN HOUSE 
648 : 3 . ] 
716 5 .  Take some graveyard dirt an ' sp rinkle 
it ovah de house .  Dat will put ' em  fas t 

asleep , dey say . Ah nevah experienced it but ah j is '  heard whut dey would say . 
(You mean it would put this man asleep ? )  
Puts ' im  fast asleep an '  she kin git up an ' go j is '  where she wanta . 
(Where does she sprinkle that s tuff? ) 
Sprinkle it ovah yore house .  
(Oh , all around the house - inside the house• ) 
Yeah . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1338 ) , 2311 : 12 . ]  
7166 . She ' ll go in de graveyard an ' git ' er a li ' le graveyard dust an '  use 

it . An' when she come b ack she take it from undah dere an ' he wake up . 

GRAVEYARD DUST UNDER BED 

(Oh ,  you do the same thing if a woman wants to step 
out , p ut that graveyard dirt underneath the bed . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 1 7 3 7 : 3 . ]  
716 7 . Git a l i ' le graveyard dirt an ' put on a person , 
an ' when yo '  put it on ' em - git a l i ' le graveyard 

dirt an ' carry it , tie it up real tight , an ' put it up undah de pillah an '  let 
' em sleep on it at night . An ' i f  he ' s got a wife an ' ' is wife wanted tub go out , 



31 8 2 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

she could put it up undah dere an ' let ' im go tuh s leep . If he ' s go t whiskey in 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TIED UP TIGHT - UNDER PILLOW 
' im o r  anythin ' - anythin ' at all 
lak whiskey on ' im,  she kin go on 
o f f  an ' s tay j is '  long as she 

wanta . An '  when she comes back she ' ll pull it  out an ' he wakes up . 
(That is to keep him as leep while she is gone . ) 
[Florence ,  S .  Car . , (1294) , 2195 : 3. ]  

GRAVEYARD DIRT 7168 . Take graveyard dus t  • • •  sprinkle it • • •  over your 
SPRINKLE ON HAIR OR HEAD hair • • •  that will make you sleep . [Vicksburg , Miss . , 

(730) , 1000 : 11 . ] 
7169 . A woman kin have her husban ' an '  j is ' go - it ' s  

lak he ' s  workin ' at night , an '  he be her e  s le epin '  an ' she may wanta go o f f , yo ' 
see , wit s ome o ther man or somepin o thah . An '  she - aftah he go es tub s leep , she 

KNIFE AND FORK CROSSED IN PLATE 
UNDER HEAD OF BED 
LIGHT CANDLE UNDER FOOT OF BED 
RETURN BEFORE IT GOES OUT 

wan ' s  tuh keep ' im  asleep . She kin take a plate 
an '  a knife an ' fork , an '  put it undah de head 
of dat bed right dere . De knife an ' fork cross
ed in d e  plate undah d e  head o f  de bed . She kin 
put a candle undah de f oo t  of dat b ed an ' light 
it , an' take her shimmy or ' er petticoat or 

somep in lak dat , an '  hang it right up ovah ' is face - say prob ' ly eight or t en 
inches from ' is face . An ' he ' ll be sleepin ' right dere when she come b ack home 
an ' wake him up . He won ' even wake up wh ile s he ' s gone . She be gone all day an ' 
he ' ll sleep all day . 

(She puts the candle on the foot of the bed? ) 
Yes , s ir , put s de candle r ight on de fo o t . Yes , sir , he ' ll sleep . 
(A candle of any particular color or j us t  any kind of candle? )  
Oh , j is ' git dese big white - two for a nickel candles . [This was back in 

1937 during the Great Dep ression ! ]  Go dere an ' buy a candle . 
(Al l right , I see , ) 
See , she ' s going tuh make it back dere b efo ' dat candle goes out . 
(I see . )  
NOW , DIS IS BY EXPERIENCE . I SAW MAR BROTHAH ' S WIFE DO DIS . See . An '  she 

tol ' me , say , "Brothah , he don ' wan '  me tub go up tuh ' is mothah , "  she say , "an ' 
ah ' m  goin ' an ' ah know whut tuh do tub keep ' im  asleep . " I SAY , "WELL , DO ANY
THIN ' YO ' WANTA DO ONLY DON' T KILL ' IM . "  An ' ah s it s  dere an ' lo oked at ' er do 
d i s  an' ah walked out an ' set on dos e  row boats right ovah dere acro ss de river 
in Ballpoint ' till she come back. An ' when she come back , I come on ovah dere 
an ' meet ' er an ' went in de house , an ' de candle done burned down about dat much 
[ demonstrates ] . An ' he j is '  alayin ' dere dead to de world . An ' s he did all dem 
thin ' s .  

(What did you s ay? Bell - where i s  that ? )  
Bellpoint . I t ' s a li ' le small town j i s '  acros s d e  rivah . 
(Over in Loui siana ? )  
Yes , sir - tothah [ the other ] end o f  de bridge . 
(I see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 6 ) , 1036 : 1 , ] 
7 17 0 .  [This is my resume' o f  r ite trans criber fai led to copy . ] " Cro s s  knife 

and fork under his p illow or under mattress . Shimmy over head . Broom s tood in 
corner with brush part up . Keep asleep . "  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 6 ) , 158 0 : 2 . ]  

MATCHES 3 - CROS SED UNDER HI S HEAD 
7 1 7 1 .  Yo ' take three matches an ' cros s ' em  
undah ' is haid - right up undah ' is haid . 
He ' ll sleep right dere unt i l  she come back 

an ' move dose matches. [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 6 ) , 1540 : 10 . ] 
7 17 2 .  I have heard them say sometimes you [ a  woman] take a Zady 's diffiau Zty 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3183 

and put it under a man ' s nos e  [while he sleep s ] and he won ' t  wake up until she 

LADY ' S  DIFFICULTY UNDER MAN ' S  NOSE 
removes it . And she can get this 111011ey and 
do any thing . [ Ocean C ity , Md . , Edipbone . ]  
717 3 .  D e  ministratin ' rag an' put it undah

neat ' de mat tress where 
in ' is face . 

he sleep at , an 1 den take a nightgown or sompin an' throw 

(What will that do ? )  
Den she kin go out an ' s tay out all night long an ' come in de nex ' mawnin ' . 

She kin s tay out all mawnin' too , from whut ah heard . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1239) , 
2109 : 3 . ] 

7174 . Well , yo ' kin place three names , yo ' undahstand . Take i t  an'  put it 
in ' i s paj amas ovah ' is heart , an '  he ' ll sleep sound unt il de nex ' mawnin ' , s� 

NAMES 3 ON PAPER 

[ right to the moment ] until yo ' c ome back an ' wake ' im up tub 
git dat [ p iece of  paper wi th the names ] outa his paj amas . 
(What thr ee names do you use ? )  
Any three names dat choo know p ersonal . D o s e  three names j is '  
lak yo ' said John, Henry , Mary or Jane , anythin ' lak dat . Yo ' 

wri te i t  down on a p iece of papah . Excuse me , ah ' ll show yo ' how ' s i t  [ how i t ' s ] 
done [ demonstra tes ] . [Here I probably push my Numbers Book (numbers o f  inf orm
ant s )  over to speaker . ] Ob i Ah kin show yo ' here . Yo ' s ee ,  write de three names; 
one dere , one dere , an ' one der e .  Den yo ' fold it an ' put it j is ' ovah in ' is 
pocket dere , or i f  he is sleepin ' in paj amas o r  undahsui t , or anythin ' lak dat . 
Jis ' lak yo ' be playin ' wit ' im an ' s l ip in ' is , intuh where it would git ovah 
' is hear t . He ' ll go off tuh s leep . An ' den he won ' t wake until yo '  come back . 
[ I  sugges t  that these 3 names could originally have been the 3 Ho Zy Names . ]  [New 
Orleans , La • .  , (812) , 1142 : 4 . ] 

7175 . wri te his name three times an ' take it an' s t ick i t  into his shoe an ' 
put it under his head . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (830) , 123 2 : 8 . ]  

7176 . Yo ' know de t ime de snake ' s  shedd in ' ,  yo ' know , we ll 
SNAKESHED POWDER yo ' kin take an ' use his shed an ' grind it up into powdahs -

right f ine powdah-lak dust an ' spr inkle it roun ' in yore hat . 
He ' ll j is '  make yo ' sleep all d e  time . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1037 ) , 1684 : 3 . ] 

7177 . A man say , fo ' an ' ins tan ' , i f  he got a wife an ' he wan ' a  go out at 
night an ' wan ' a keep ' er home . Well ,  say f o ' ins tan ' , if de night is  r eal hot , 
she will persp ire . Ah do dis now mahs el f . Well , ah tell yo ' j is '  lak yo ' come 

3 NIGHTS - COTTON FROM MATTRES S - BURY 
UNDER HOU SE - BENEATH PLACE SHE SLEEPS 

tuh me di s way . Well , all right . Yo ' 
go home now an '  sleep wi t chore wi fe ,  
s leep on one side o f  de baid . 
Now , heah ' s whut chew wan ' do in case 

i f  yo ' wan ' chure wife tub stay home a t  night . Like yo ' wan ' a go out an ' have 
a nice time or go out wit some o thah woman , maybe.  In othah word s , yo ' won ' 
wanta hurt ' er or anythin ' but chew goin '  out . Al l right . 

Well , now , yo ' let ' er sleep on one s ide of de baid fo ' three nights an' be 
shore she slep t  dere long enough so dat puspire [ perspiration] would go through 
de ma t tr ess . In o thah words , her scent go through de ma tt ress an ' git into de 
co t ton . Well , nat chly [ naturally ] , yo ' know , she gi t up an ' yo ' tell ' er tub go 
fix breakfas ' - anythin ' ,  j is '  tuh g i t  ' er out de room fo ' a short while . An '  
when she do dat yo ' git a small ' mount of d e  cot t on - not a big piece , j is '  a 
small ' mount . 

(How do you get that ? ) 
Well , YO ' JIS ' SPLIT DE MATTRES S , an ' yo ' j is ' take yore fingahnail an ' j is '  

do lak dat on de mattre s s . Quite natchel [natural ] de lint ' ll come up j is '  fas ' 
as yo ' do dat . Well , when i t  come up lak dat , yo ' j is '  gi t a small ' mount of it . 
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In othah wo rds , somp in ' bout lak dat . Den yo ' brings it tub yo ' plac e ,  den yo ' 
puts it in a p iece o f  wool c loth , s ee .  An '  aftah yo ' p ut it in a piece of wool , 
sew it up , an '  go up undah de house in de same direct ion where she sleeps  an ' 
bury i t .  In case , mayb e ,  it ' s a house dat a li ' le on d e  ground , sometime s - say 
fo ' instan ' lak she sleeps heah [ in house where we were s i tt ing ] , yo 1 can ' t git 
up undah heah . Well , yo ' kin git roun ' de house on dat s ide dere , an ' put it on 
dat side tub de restin ' o f  ' er haid .  Mayb e she s leep tub both end , but one end 
of  de baid she sleep tub mo ' den de othah one . Put it tub dat end . An ' den 
she ' ll continue tub s tay home unt il yo ' come back . An ' de minute yo ' git in de 
b ed she wakes up . Long as yo ' stay out she ' ll always sleep . 

(In o ther words , all you have to do is to get some of thi s cot ton out o f  the 
mat tre ss and bury it under the house , under where she sleeps , and that ' ll keep 
her as leep while you are out ? )  

Dat ' s right . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1276) , 2168 : 4 . ] 
7 1 7 8 . I f  she has connec t ion wit ' im  an ' take her a towel - use a towel an ' 

hang it  ovah de baid an ' she kin go an' he ' ll sleep dere t i ll she comes back . 

TOWEL USED IN COITUS - HANG OVER BED 
(But she has connection wi th him first 
though? Then she hang s that towel over 
his head? ) 

Yes . [Wilson ,  N .  Car . , (149 2) , 2662 : 16 . ] 
7 17 9 .  She kin take a dishrag an ' wet it fairly good wit ' er chambah lye an ' 

slip it intuh de pillah or de cotton where he really s leeps on . An ' , why he ' ll 

URINE - ON D ISHRAG - IN PILLOW ON COTTON HE SLEEP S ON 
go in dere [ the cotton 
he sleeps on ] . Well , de 
fac ' [ fact ]  about it , 

stay in dere . An ' he ' l l  nevah come out regardless 
outside . Let ' im  s leep dere till dayl i ght . 

tuh whut she even doin ' on de 

(He ' s going to s leep while she ' s  gone out ? )  
Yes sir . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1276 ) , 217 0 : 5 . ] 
7 18 0 . Take an ' cross ' is han ' s  across ' is breast . 
(Cross his hands acro ss his b reas t when he ' s  asleep ? )  
Yes , s ir ,  an ' take a li ' le bottle o f  watah . Yo ' cross ovah ' im , step all 

ovah ' im an ' he ' ll stay as leep fo ' hours . Jis ' take dat li ' le bot tle of watah 

AFTER CROSSING HIS HANDS OVER HIS BREAST 
STEP ACROSS HIM WITH LITTLE BOTTLE OF WATER 

THEN SET BOTTLE NEAR H!M 

an ' set it s omewhere neah de head , 
anywhere near his head . Dat keeps 
' im  asleep . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  
(974 ) , 1578 : 5 . ] 
7181 . An ' dey kin [ go ]  r ight 

s traight along ag ' in , an ' yo ' kin go tuh sleep . An ' yo ' have any money , yo ' kin 
go tuh sleep , an ' i f ah kin git t ub yo ' - yo ' done dead tub de wo rl ' when yo ' 

LAY SLEEPING PERSON ' S LEFT HAND IN WATER 
drop tuh s leep . Dere ' s  dis han ' layia 
on de kivah [ cover ] , dis han ' - dere ' s 
de right han ' [ demonstrates ] . De lef ' 

han ' is j is '  lak dat [ demons trates ] . 
ah want in yo ' home . 

An '  yo ' sleep dere till ah git anythin ' dat 

(What do you do with that left hand? ) 
Git a basin of watah - an ' yo ' b e  sleepin ' now - an ' s et it  r ight s ide de baid 

an ' lay yo ' han' in it j is '  lak dat [ demonstrates ] in yo ' s leep , an ' yo '  sleep 
right on dere until dey git j is '  whut de wants . Den when dey g its whut dey wants , 
dey ' ll make a li ' le racket an ' throw de watah out an ' yo ' ll wake up . Ah know dat , 
mahs elf . [Charleston ,  S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 646 : 4 . ] 

718 2 .  She could take her step-ins an ' hang ' em up ovah d e  head o f  d e  bed . 
Wash ' em  an ' hang ' em up ovah de head of de b ed an ' put ' is han ' down in a co ld 
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pan o f  watah . He ' ll sleep dere until she come back . 

HIS HAND DOWN IN PAN OF COLD WATER 
HER WASHED STEP-INS STILL WET OVER HEAD OF BED 

(She must wash those things 
f irs t ? )  
No s ir ,  j is '  hang ' em. 
An '  den she kin take her undah

weah an ' spread ' em ovah ' is face , an ' put ' is han ' in a cold pan o f  watah an '  
he ' ll tell evahthin ' he done dat night . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1141 ) , 1856 : 10 . ] 

WATER IN PAN UNDER BED 

7183 . Take some clear water an '  put it underneath 
o f  his b ed , while he ' s  sleepin ' , an ' see he won ' t  
be able to wake up . [New Orleans , La . ,  (838) , 
1260 : 6 . ] 
7184 . Take de watah an ' sweeten it  an ' have salt 
in it an ' set it by de b ed ,  an ' he ' ll stay asleep 

WATER WITH SUGAR AND SALT unt il yo ' come back. 
UNDER BED (You put each o f  these in a s eparate thing or? ) 

No , yo ' put a little watah in a little bot tle eithah 
a little glass an ' s et it  undah yore b ed .  Dat ' ll 

keep ' im asleep . [New Orleans , La . , (1558 Peg Leg ' s wife) , from 2834-2838 : 9 . ] 

PINT OF WATER AT FOOT OF BED 
OVER HEAD OF BED DRAWERS OR BLOOMERS 

7185 . Yo ' kin take yore drawahs , yore 
bloomahs , an ' hang ' em ovah de head of  de 
b ed ,  an '  yo ' take a pint of watah an ' yo ' 
set de p int o f  watah down tuh de foot o f  

d e  bed . Den yo ' kin g o  o n  out an ' go anywhere yo ' wanta , an ' come back i n  an ' 
he ' s  s till asleep , ' cuz ah ' ve tried i t . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1547 ) , 2807 : 3 . ] 

WHISKEY - ANVIL DUST - VINEGAR - UNDER BED 
7 18 6 . Git chew some whiskey , some 
anvi l dust an ' vinegah j is '  where 
he lay down . Yo ' lay down wit ' im  

an '  leave it  up undah ' is b ed , an '  he won ' t wake until yo ' come . Jis ' undah de 
bed . [Memphis , Tenn . , (949) , 1530 : 15 . ] 

(5 ) . A FEW MORE DOCTORS 

OR 

FRAGMENTS FROM DOCTORS OR ABOUT THEM 

[ This fifth and final subsection o f  s ection FOLK MEDICINE gathers fragments 
either from doatoPs themselves or from pat ients or their relat ives or friends 
talking about doatoPs . Actually , similar fragments scattered throughout Hoodoo , 
show that many of  these brief statements could have been placed elsewhere . ]  

718 7 .  Yo ' uses High John an ' yo ' uses five fingahs gPass an ' yo ' make charms 
outa dem , an '  den yo ' put lodestone all on dat . An '  if yo ' d  make a seal an ' 

AH DON 'T LA K  TUH CALL DEBE NAMES 
AB DON 'T KNOW WHETHAH AH 'D BE DOIN ' RIGHT 

wear dat - when yo ' read parts of 
de Bible . ' Co ' se [ o f  course]  dat ' s  
de way a lotta people do , but ah 
go by de Bible . See ,  whut ah do , 

ah based on de Bible - prayahs , s ee ,  an ' sech . 
[The preceding word ahaPm rarely appears in Hoodoo. For the word seal , see 

SEALS AND HANDS , p . 64 3  and elsewhere . ]  
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(How would you us e this High John and five finge� gPass? ) 
Oh , yo ' j is ' put it in a li ' le bag . 
(Put it in a littl e  bag and that piece of lodes tone with it? ) 
Yes . An ' den put it wit - wet it wit dis Zodestone pe�fume , yo ' see ,  an ' weah 

it . 
(And what about the s eal ? ) 
Or yo ' kin weah a s eal . De s eals are made outa de Six an '  Seven Books of 

Moses . 
(And then what do they do with this little bag they wear ? That is  s omething 

separat e again ,  isn ' t it? ) 
D is li ' le b ag , dat ' s  somepin s ep ' rate . 
(What do you wear t his lit t le bag for ? )  
Dat ' s  fo ' p er tection [ pro tection ] . An ' prayah too . All d e  o thah [ people ] 

weah a prayah . Prayah ' ll pertec t chew too .  
(What kind o f  prayer do you use while you are wear ing that bag ? )  
Well ,  yo ' kin weah a prayah at any time [ not only while wearing that bag ] . 

Yo ' kin weah a prayah outa de Bible , de 91 P salms on parchment papah . An ' yo ' 
have it wit certain kinds of  ink . Yo ' wr ite dese prayahs outa de book of de  91  
P salm; mos '  any prayah dat ' s  suitable . An ' yo ' weah dat prayah all de t ime an ' 
God ' ll pertec ' chew. Yo ' kin even put a prayah behind - on parchment - put it 
b ehin ' j ore do ' an ' no one cain ' t come an ' do yuh any harm. 

(You say they have to write with certain kinds of ink . Can you tell what 
kinds of ink they have to use to write that? )  

Well , ah ferg it de kinda ink . Dey have reg ' lah ink fo ' dat .  Ah tell yuh -
dove ' s blood . 

(Do you get the blood from a dove or do you buy this ? )  
Well , yo ' cain ' t very well git i t  from a dove , yo ' have tuh buy dat .  See , 

EVAHBODY CAIN ' T GIT DOSE THIN ' S .  DEY SEN ' TUH CERTAIN PLACES . 
[ Is dove 's  b tood ordinary or spec ial red ink with a dove label on bottle ? ] 
(They send to some firm. ) 
An '  git  dose thin ' s an ' dey even make dos e parchments .  
(What f irm do you buy these things from? Do you happen to know the name of 

any firm? There were s everal down in Memphis and one in Chicago . ) 
Ah know one in Chicago . 
(What one do you know there ? ) 
AH DON ' T LAK TUH CALL DESE NAMES , AH DON ' T  KNOW WHETHAH AH ' D  BE DOIN ' RIGHT 

DEN. 
(Oh , I ' d  j ust  send and get a catalog ,  that ' s  all . )  
Well , d e  Lawrence [ Laurence ] .  
(What is their addres s? What street do they work on? S tate Stree t ? )  [A 

penciled no te of mine , made soon af ter the transcript ion was typed , reads : Use 
with aaution. Later I wri te in red ink : How aautious I was in the eartie� days 
of ao Z Zeating ! ! !  This informant is O. K. (signed) H. M. H. ] [ Washington , D . C . , 
( 6 2 7 ) , 801 : 6 . ] 

7 188 . (Find out the names of  those people . )  
Madam Helen , Madam Kaye [ Kate? ] ,  Madam Louis e .  Dey got anothah named Madam 

Fouche , anothah named Madam Queenie . Anothah named [ some thing ] an ' dey got one 

ALGIERS - NEW ORLEANS ON WEST BANK OF MI SSISSIPP I  RIVER 
DOSE GUYS IS TOUGH - PELICAN A VENUE AND BERMAN HIGHWAY 

DAT IS WHERE DE CUTTHROATS HANG OUT 

live away , away back 
here b y  huhself . She 
is de one whut deal 
wit pure hoodooism. 
She kin do anything 

dat i s  wrong wi t a person . Dey call her Madam Ro ssin [Ruskin? ] .  She has d e  
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last house on Pelican Avenue in Algiers . Dat is neah de Berman Highway. She is 
9 miles out of  Algiers , she is more neah Meraux [ ? ]  dan she is Algiers . Yo ' kin 
git any thing yo ' want ovah dere.J dose guys is tough. Pe Zican Avenue an '  Bezrman 
Hig'Juuay.J dat is where de cutthroats hang out . [ There have been a number of 
Helens : Madam, Miss , and Mother . For the toughness  of Algier s , see INTRODUCTION 
vol . , p . XL f . , and p . 7 76 , and illustration of detec tive agency at end of vol . 2 . ] 
[New Orleans , La . , (809 ) , 1139 : 1 . ] 

7 189 . Take dat - say , now,  if dere is a woman dat wuz runnin ' wit a man an '  
yo ' don '  want i t  done , yo ' s ee .  Dat ' s  d e  othah woman, yo ' know , wit a married 
man . Dis man is runnin ' wit anothah woman . His wife have go t aholt [a hold ] 
of it . She kin dPess ' er husban ' fo ' de othah woman . 

BAD DISEASE 
MEDICINE MADE FOR - BY THIS DOCTOR 

(Well , how would she dPess him? What would 
she do that with? ) 
She dPess ' er husban ' . She would take , she 
put ' erself in contact wit ' er husband now 

an ' use ' im ' erself . An ' when she ' s done wit ' im. , den she smote [ rub ] ' im down , 
by puttin ' dis innocent oi Z in ' er han ' s an ' smo te ' im.  down . 

( She ' ll only do that after she ' s f inished? )  
Af tah she done wit ' im ,  hers elf ;  yo ' know , de wif e .  
( She put s  this oil o n  her hands ? )  
Yes , an ' smote ' im  down . An ' aftah she smote ' im down , den she ' ll turn ' im 

loose.  He  kin go . Now, den , he kin go  aftah d is o thah woman . He  cain' t raise 
a heart fer ' er ,  see . Den he ' ll come den an ' looks - go on an ' b eat ' is wife , 
knowin ' dat he don ' t wan ' nobody else but ' er an ' [ that ]  he cain ' t mark time now 
lak he used tuh ; knowin' dat somepin ' s wrong somewhere , don ' t chew see . But 
dat ' s  de way she kin do . 

(Well , what kind o f  oil would she use to do that ? Put on her hands? ) 
Innocent oi z .  
(Innocent oi Z .  Well , where do you g e t  that? Where do you buy i t ?  How do you 

get it , make it ? )  
Yo ' know whut a innocen '  is . Inno cen ' [as ] a lamb . A lamb i s  innocen ' .  Yo ' 

kin take a knife an ' go tuh ' im fo ' tuh cut ' is throat , he won ' t say a word . He ' s  
innocent . 

(Well , they call it innocent oi Z , yes , but you have to buy that some p lace , 
don ' t you? Where do you get that ? )  

Oh ! Yo ' make it yuhself . Take a piece o f  lamb . 
(Oh l You get a piece of lamb . I see , )  
Git a piece o f lamb an '  take a p iece of  fat o f f  it an ' stew i t  up . 
(Take the fat and stew it up . )  
AH DO ' S  DAT . AH MAKES A LI ' LE MEDICINE NOW , YO ' KNOW,  TUH CURE "BAD DIS

EASES . "  
(That ' s  all you use , j ust  that oil from that lamb? This mut ton or lamb o il ,  

you don ' t put anything with i t  or anything? )  
Don ' put nuthin else  wit ,  except dere ' s  somepin else yo ' wanta do . [Norfolk, 

Va. , (4 7 3 ) , 4 86 : 2 . ] 
7190 . Now , ah ' ll tell yuh tub show yuh dat ah kin know somepin. Ah were born 

in dis world feet foremost . Ah wuz wrapped in a veil three times . [ This means ] 
yuh talk tuh anyone in three tongues an ' yuh kin sing ole-time songs , mah mo thah 
said . Mah parents an ' both mah gran ' parents said ah had plenty hair on me befo ' 
dey had dern [ theirs ] .  Well , ah wuz born between de  legs [ o f  my mother ] as a 
woman .  Yes sir , ah wuz born wit mah teeth.  Ah ' d  [ I  had ] it [ them] pulled an ' 
nevah shed a tooth in mah life . Ah wuz de seventh chile outa seven daughtahs , 
born on de third day o f  de  new moon .  An ' yuh know , mahself as a virgin should be  
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wise [ a  woman o f  55-60 years old ] . _  Ah kin rub [ you ] if  anybody did anythin ' tub 
yuh an' i t ' l l  all go away . Ah know ah wuz born tuh work [ hoodoo ] .  No one taught 

BORN FEET FOREMOST 
THIRD DA:t OF NEW MOON 
WRAPPED IN A VEIL 3 TIMES 
TALK TUH ANYONE IN 3 TONGUES 
BORN WIT MAH TEETH 
SEVENTH CHILE OUTA 7 DAUGBTAHS 
KNOW MAHSELF AS A VIRGIN 
NO ONE TAUGHT ME 

me . Ah wuz born in North Carolina , in Salts
ville [ lake? ] where ' s  dere nuthin but Geechees 
[ ge ' che , singular ] .  Mah fathah wuz a full
b looded Geechee , mah mo thah wuz a Amasha woman , 
b lack Creek Ind ian , etc . , etc . 
[This woman , quite eccentric , was a pro fess ional 
worker and excellent . Unfortunately , except for 
the preceding account and No . 2328 , p . 652 , I lost 
all of her material . She claimed to be a Gee
chee (ge 'che) , word from Ogeeahee , a dialect 

originally of Negro slaves on the Ogeechee River , Georgia , formed of English and 
native African words . I found it difficult to understand either the Gee chee or 
the Gullah , the latter along the lowlands and off-shore islands of  South Carolina, 
Georgia and the northern coastal tip of  Florida . A black man I interviewed at 
Ocean City , Md . , in 1926 , he working for his M. A .  at Howard University , had spent 
s everal weeks in Charleston , S .  Car . His opinion to me was : Those peop Le down 
there are �ot Ameriaans� they are Afriaans. I aoutd saarce Zy understand a word 
they said. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (967) , 1564 : 5 . ] 

7191 . [ The following Doator Marcus or William Brown will also be found on 
pp . l289-1294 and 2246-2 253 . ]  

Well ,  ah tel l yah whut d ey do . Dey took de right track , see . Listen good , 
now. Dey take yuh right track , dey got tuh git de whole middl e of de track . 

BROWN - THE DOCTOR - ADMITS HE IS  A WELL-KNOWN MAN 
WHO CAN 'T HIDE FROM DE WORLD 

Dey take dat track , dey put 
dat in a bottle , unnahstan ' , 
an '  when dey put dat in a 
bo ttle , d en dey gits some 

of dis ah - yah know de thin ' , dey call ' em ,  a thing grow in de wood . Dey call 
' em de scorpion wine [vine ] . See , yah ' ll git dat scorpion wine , yuh beat dat up 
an '  put dat in de bottle , an ' yah throw dat ovahbo ' d , see . An '  yuh got dat , 
yah ' ll run ' em finely away , see . [The scorpion vine could b e :  (1)  scorpion 
grass , a forget-me-not ,  several small plants ; ( 2 )  scorpion weed , the Indian he
lio trope ; or ( 3 )  any plant the root seller calls the scorp ion vine . ] [ 587 : 1 . ]  

Dat ' s a piaen. 
(What ' s a poison? ) 
Unnahstan ' good - listen fore ah go on ,  fore ah tells yuh . DERE A LOT OF 

PEOPLE AROUN ' IN DE WORLD BUT DERE ' S GOODNES S  IN DEM. ALL OVAH DE UNITED STATES . 
(I  know , I understand . )  
Dere ' s  Doator Brown ,  he shore [ sure ]  kin tell yuh about me . Now dey recognize 

me ,  yuh s ee ,  [ as ] anothah fellah [ doator ] . AH DON' T MEAN TUH TALK OF BEIN ' A 
SNOB . 

(Well , there ' s  a Doator Peter Brown . Who is this fellow here [ in Charles ton] , 
P eter Brown? ) 

Well , he j is '  git in touch wit me ' bout two or three mont ' s  ago . See , ah tell 
yuh how he come in touch wit me , s ee .  Dere ' s  a woman he used t ub be wi t ,  s ee . 
She did sompin tub ' im , s ee , an ' ah had tub cure him. Dat ' s  how he come in touch 
wit me , see . Ah don ' t  real ly know ' im , yuh see . See ,  AH' M  A PLAIN MAN BUT MAH 
WORK I S  MAH WORK , AN '  AH WANTA STAY DAT WAY . [He prefers to work alone . ] 

(Well , what is your f irst name? His is Peter Brown . ) 
MAH NAME IS WILLIAM BROWN , BUT EVAHBODY CALL ME DOCTOR BROWN . 
(I see , you are Doator William Brown . )  

Yes sir , dat 1 s mah name . YUH KIN FIN ' ME ANY DAY AT 4 3  NORMAN STREET , WELL 
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KNOWN DERE ,  COME ANY TIME . 
(Were you born right here in Charle ston? Did you learn your work right here 

in Charles ton? ) 
No , ah - mah workman [ person who taught me my work ] always diedin ' out [my 

teachers are dead ] . Thomas [Promise? ] Wash ing ton an ' ' is wi fe . Dey died now 
seven yeahs ago . Yes , sir , ah ' m  prackly [ practically ] come up from [ hoodoo ] 
school trainin ' • 

(Where did they live ? )  
Dey died now. Well , dey did live in de same t own .  Dey f rom Tanner [ ? ]  Island . 

Dey home wuz from Tanner Island . Dat on de nex ' side of , right nex ' tub BEAUFORT 
COUNTY UP DERE . DAT 1 S WHERE ALL DE WORK COME FROM. 

(And they are dead now . I s ee .  What was their name? Washington was their 
name ? )  

Thomas [Promise? ] Washington wuz a man , he worked [ taught ] me , an ' Nancy Wash-
ingt on . Both of ' em died now . 

(Who was the other man? You mentioned someone else? ) 
[ I  am probably thinking o f  the preced ing Peter Brown . ] 

Ah said Promi se [ Thomas? ] Washington give me mah schoolin ' [ in  hoodoo ] .  Nancy 
Washington is ' is wi fe . An ' mah name i s  William Brown . But evahbody call me 
Doctoro. [ 587 : 3 . ] 

Now , yo ' know whut chew do wit de chicken aig , yuh see . Now , yuh take j is '  a 
pin , yuh unnahstan '  an ' yuh take de same thin ' whut chew take from yuh f ingahnail 
[ demonstrates ] .  

(That dirt under your fingernail . ) 
[ Stick ] in de pin an ' dat same match , see , an ' yuh tap [make a hole in] dat 

aig.  Evah t ime yuh take dat pin an ' do lak dat , an ' den yo ' threw [ throw] it 
back inside . Now , yuh done put pizen dere , yuh s ee ,  down in dere [ in the hole 
in the egg ] . Well , when yuh go in ' do dat , yuh take a li ' le bit o f  sulphuh an ' 
yuh cork dat up . See , yuh cork dat up . Yuh haul [ ! ]  da t ai g intuh yuh house 
now - yuh go in ' pizen de person ovah yondah . Yuh keep de aig in yuh house , see . 
Now, yuh g it a can of dis [Red ] Devil Lye an ' yuh set  dat aig in it  an ' yuh cook 
dat aig .  See , t ill it  cook . [ The lye is supposed to cook the egg . ] Well , when 
dat aig i s  kinda cooked , yuh keepin '  i t  till it b e  kinda daid [ dead = rotten 
here ] , see . Yuh care [carry ] da t aig an ' yuh bury ' em undahneat '  dat step [ over 
yonder ] .  

(Bury at the other hous e ? ) 
Right tub de step undah de house so when it bust , all dat st ink gas is in de 

[victim' s ]  house .  An '  soon as it bus t , dat gas ' ll spread an ' evahbody in dere 
pizened. 

(Everybody is poisoned? ) 
An '  i f  yuh once tetch it , yuh daid . 
(Well , how would you cure a cas e o f  that  kind , if a person was poisoned that 

way? ) 
Well , ah tell yuh ; yo ' s ee , TUH BE CURED , SEE , PIZEN DRAW PIZEN. But dese 

people don ' know i t .  Now, AH MIX D E  SAME THIN ' WHUT I N  DERE AN '  DRAW IT ALL FROM 
' EM. Let ' em drink it . 

(You f ix the same thing and let them drink it . )  
Yes , sir , de same thin ' , see ,  ' cuz ah know af tah de aig bust , ah know whut it 

take tub bus t de aig . Well , ah ' ll make up de same thin ' an ' draw it [ the poison ] 
from dem.  Onnahstan ' ?  Ah ' ll mix up a scraped fingahnail an ' cut off  de match 
[head] an ' put it in a glass an ' drink wit de milk . An '  ah ' ll have a li ' le bit 
sulphur an ' li ' le b it of killback [ calabash ] wit watah ovah i t .  An ' soon as ah 
give ' em dat tub drink an ' soon as dat pizen - anybody dat sick of all de pizen , 
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ah give ' em dat an ' it all come up . Evahthin ' in ' em . Cannot stay .  [ Charles
ton , S .  Car . ,  (513) , 59 2 : 2 . ]  

719 2 .  Mah mo thah ' s  [mo ther was ] poisoned. In cloudy weathah lak dis she got 
a frog run up an ' down ' uh ahms [ arms ] . 

(Only in cloudy weather ? )  
[We have had TIME AND HOODOO SPELL : ( 1 )  Pyschological , (2)  Chronolo gical , and 

(3)  Spiritual , pp . 349-361) . Here the weather influences hoodoo spells . ] 
Only in cloudy weathah . An ' yo ' kin s ee dem j is '  plain runnin ' up an ' down 

' uh ahms . A woman gave huh snake blood on account of mah fathah . Dis woman 

BUZZARD - THE GREAT "DOCTOR" OF BEAUFORT 
CLOUDY WEATHER AND HOODOO SPELL - SNAKE BLOOD 

do in '  [ that ) fuh [ on account o f ] , 
fathah . An '  she gave huh snake 
blood in tomatoes an ' she et it . 
An '  dat ' s whu ' cuz [what caused] 

dem frogs tuh run up an ' down ' uh  ahms . Yo ' 
weathah . Mah mothah only weighs 7 5  pounds . 
de ' [ dey = they ]  killed mah fathah . 

cain ' t see [ them] unt il it ' s  cloudy 
She ' s vury po ' [ poor in health] an ' 

(They killed him? Well ,  has your mother gone to a root doctor to  find out 
what ' s  wrong? )  

Yes . 
(What does he do for it , anything? )  
He did take s ome money but ah don ' think he kin cure huh . He ' s  a man over at 

[ some place I could not understand and considered it fruitless to ask for a 
spelling ]  an ' dey call ' im Doctah Buzzard . Ah ' ve guess yo ' ve hear ' d  speak about 
' im . 

( I ' ve heard o f  him. He used to b e  in Beaufort [ Bu�f�rt ] County . )  
He s till ovah in Beaufort County . Well , HE ' S A GENUINE "ROOT MAN , "  yo ' s ee .  
[Notice the word genuine , indicating some doctors are frauds o r  use few roots. 

Notice , too , how informant changes my root doctor to  the older root man. ] 
(Does he come into Charleston? ) 
He don ' t come ovah here .  Evahbody has tuh go ovah dere tuh s ee him. [For 

more about Doctor Buzzard , see pp . 891- 905 , ]  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (506) , 555 : 11 . ] 
719 3 .  [ Somewhere in Hoodoo I probably mention the Doctor Buzzard of Richmond , 

Va . , a man who doctored a short time in the city a few years before I collect ed 
there . While personally transcrib ing the Richmond cylinders I made the follow

BUZZARD - ONE OF SEVERAL DOCTORS SO NAMED 
ing note about him : ]  
[The] story [ I  j ust  heard on the cyl
inder s is ] about Dr. Buzzard - tran

scribe later - important because this man - because he put fire in his mouth -
is probab ly the Dr. Buzzard I me t in Norfolk  [ Va . ] - I had forgotten the account 
here and did no t  reca l l  i t  when I met Buzzard in Norfo lk - the description here 
of a tal l  brown man and goatee sounds some thing like the man I me t - �ho �as a 
li ttle off in his head. [ Richmond , Va . , (389) , 338 : 4 . ] A notat ion on this sheet 
reads do not copy �ho le story . Some o f Nor folk Buzzards material is or will  be 
in Hoodoo. ]  

7194 . [Caffrey ' s interview will be found on pp . l459-14 70 . There in an intro
ductory comment I give the reader a favorab le opinion about him. The following 

CAFFREY THE DOCTOR REAPPEARS 
rite was removed from hi s material years ago be
cause it concerned a man ' s  vitality , dirty words 
back in those days , smell ing of evil thoughts or 

deeds . Usually cases of  so-called social diseases were left for a sex special
ist , but more reputab le doctors like Caffrey would accept vitality deficiency or 
impotence trouble . An early advertisement of "Father" Caffrey , when only 29 
years old , appears among the ILLUSTRATIONS at end of Hoodoo , vol . 2 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3191 

All right . I ' ll look that condition over . I ' ll look that condit ion over an '  
I '  11 say , "What instances did you s ee that you tied up ? You say , "Well , I ' •  
tied up . " Say , " I  believe that I ' m tied up in some way or other . "  Say ,  "I can ' t  
.ake connection wi th no o ther woman but my old lady . " You see? Well , all right . 
I ' ll look that condition over an ' then I would go to work an ' I would fix up , I 
would get me a bo t t le of - let me , now. I get me a bottle of  well water . See , 
vell water . 

(Well water? ) 
Well water . Mix that with ammonia . You understand me? Then I will go to 

work an ' I p ut some ant i s ep tic in that an ' I will have you to take some baths . 
You ge t the idea about that ?  An ' have you to take baths three t imes a week . 
An '  I ' ll get you Boston Compe Z Zer an ' make an ingredient of that . 

(What did you get? )  
Boston Compe ZZer .  
(Bos ton what ? ) 
Bos ton Compe Uer. 
(What ' s  t hat ? ) 
That ' s  t o  give you vi tality . That ' s Boston Compe Z Zer , you s ee .  
(What does it  look like? ) 
Well , that ' s  somepin like a o il that you get from the drug store . 
(I see . All right , go ahead . ) 
Boston Compe Z Zer. Then you get about a · - a small bo ttle of turpent ine an ' yo ' 

set a small b o t t le of  anti septic . You ge t the idea about that ? An ' I f ix that 
up and then I go to work an ' I go out into the country somewhere an ' I ' ll try to 
get in contact with some milkman or another at a milk dairy that  got a cow that 
give rich milk . You see? Then I put about two tablespoonful of sugar in that . 
Get the idea about that?  And in putting two t ab le spoons o f  sugar in that ,  I ' ll 
try to get [ s ome thing ] .  [He is act ing out everything . ]  [He clap s h i s  hands , 
whi sp e ring "All r ight" several t imes . ]  

And then [get ] an ingr edient o f  some kind o f  creoso te and shake that we ll , you 
see . And you ' ll take that three time a day . And in taking that three t imes a 
day I ' ll come to you and then you ' ll get you a bar of  soap ; you see , that Octagon 
soap , you s ee ,  and you wash yourself three t imes a day with that : at six in mawn
in ' , nine in the mawnin ' , and s ix in the evening , an ' that will reduce that con
dition in you and you can go anywhere you want to go . 

( I  see . What was the name of  that soap ? )  
Octagon soap . 
(I see . ) 
Now , what ingredient I left out , but I ' ll bring it right back . You put about , 

saaewhere round about three tab lespoons of whiskey or gin into that . See , � 
bring that vitality back . 

(That restores a man to his vi tality? ) 
His vi tali ty . 
(The woman can ' t keep him tied up .  I s ee . ) [N ew Orleans , La . ,  (840} , 1265 : 1 . ] 
719 5 .  Well , now , you uses flaxs eed for one , slippery elm for two and then you 

get you some filet gumbo . 
(Some what ? )  
Filet gumbo . 
(File t gumbo? ) 
[Filet (ground sassa fra s  leave s )  for gumbo is described several places in 

iloodoo . ] 
Yes s ir ,  that ' s  green stuff  that you uses for t o  cook with , see .  And then you 

takes that and then you throws it around ; around the house , see .  And then you 
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walks - s tep s in that and then you walks back and gets in the house with that , 
and that s tuff will 

CARROT PLANTED BY THIS DOCTOR - AFTER US ING 
VINEGAR - LANDLORD ' S  NAME - CAYENNE PEPPER - LEMON ROLLED 
TO COUNTERACT :  FLAXSEED - SLIPPERY ELM - FILET OF GUMBO 

make you move . 
Now , another question 
is , if yo ' don ' wanta 
move . If I want you 

to stay , I j us t  will ge t you s ome vinegar and the landlord ' .s name , and f ix that 
up with cay enne peppah , and then put h is name down in there in a l emon , and then 
roll this lemon . And then take you a carro t  and plant it . 

(A what? ) 
A carrot . 
(A carrot ? )  
Carro t , a carro t what you eat . Carro t . And take that carrot and p lant i t  

' fore your door , an d  let it grow there . An d  j ust as i t  grows , you will r ema in 
there , righ t  there . You never will move out of there , out of that house . 

(Out of that hous e . Who will do this ? The landlord , is  he doing that ? ) 
No . 
(Who would do this to keep me in there? ) 
I would do that . 
(I see . ) 
I wou ld do that , make you 

they don ' t like you , and how 
there as long as that carrot 
and growing . 

s tay there . You never would move , don ' t  care how 
th ey wo uld f ind f ault o f  you.  But you would s tay 
is there with the landlord ' s  name in the carrot 

(I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , (8 74) , 143 3 : 3 . ] 
71 9 6 .  [ I  do not know whe ther this doctor 's given name was Tobey or it came 

to him becaus e he made Tobey s , meaning luck pieces or handS or jomoes . He is the 
man who drives out dis ease spirit on p . 2259f . ,  vol . 3 . ) 

(Doctor Cas s on ? )  
eat ing . 
(How do you spell it? ) 
Casing [ ? ] .  
( I  am glad to see you , Doctor . 

well . )  
Me too . 

I want you to talk loud to me , I don ' t  hear so 

(All right , we will both talk loud then . All right . Well , tell me something 
ab out yourself . ) 

Ab ou t  mahse l f ?  Me or mah troub le? 
[Dis Cas on come to tell me his own troubles thinking as s ome info rmant s before 

and after him did , that I was a roo t  doctor from New York Ci ty : ] 

CASON - DOCTOR TOBEY CASON - AND FOUR-CORNERED WORLD 
ALSO HI S FAMOUS BEE LEARNED FROM DOCTOR BUZZARD 

(Anything . I ' ve ta lked to 
a lo t o f  very good roo t 
doctors and I - j us t tell 
me anything you want to 

tell me . I want to hear about how they say people harm you , you know ; o r  how 
they say to cure you ; or t hings o f  that sort . )  

[ There b eing a b rief s ilence I continue • .) 
(Did you know old Doctor Buzzard ? )  
Ah know ' im but he died . 
[The ice having been broken I continue . ] 
(How long has he been dead? ) 
He wuz ab out s ixty s ome odd yeahs ole ,  but he wuz a good doctor. Ah learned 

many incidents from undah ' im  ' fo '  he died away . He ' d  git a man outa troub le . 
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Ah learned a few turns from ' im. 
(Well , would you tell me some of the things you learned fro. � Buzzard ? )  
Ah learned usin ' a bee . , 
(All right , how did you use that ? )  
[ A  unique technique follows : ]  
Has yo ' got a hive o f  a bee , yo ' kin take one of  bee drones outa de hive . 

take a paah [pair ] an ' yo ' kin learn ' em some a [ o f ]  de people . Ah putteD sveet
nin ' tuh de tab le an ' put ten dat bee intuh it tuh feed . When yo ' wan' · �  �uh 
go out , yo ' kin name a puhson [ person ] man , j is '  call ' is name an ' putten spo�s 
of white on ' is ahm , his back , no t on ' is haid . An ' he goes tuh dat same puhson 
dat chew call ' is name . An '  when he ' s  got through wi t yo ' business dat chev' d 
sent ' im,  he ' d come back tuh yo ' an ' yo ' d  undahs tan ' .  I f  yo ' say tuh ' im  tuh 
come back , he ' ll come back ; an ' if yo ' say tuh ' im tuh s tay , he won ' come back . 
But he ' s [ he has ] two [ things he can do ] . One , tuh travel wit chew ' cordin ' tuh 
yo ' case , whut yo ' case would be . See whut ah mean . Ah wan ' ' im tuh bring a 
mes sage back when yo ' conkah yo ' bettah [when you outwit the enemy ] . 

I f  yo ' is in a lawsuit an ' is sent intuh de j ail fo ' tuh b e  in co ' t  [ court ] 
an ' i f  yo ' miss an ' tell tuh ' im ' fo '  [befo re ] yo ' git dere , yo ' trail ' ll almos ' 
would be ovah den .  But chew see i n  dose t ime dose  people used tuh walk - work 
at short ends ' fo '  yo ' could s tart a trial dat yo ' d b e  dere . De j ury ' d cut chew 
off , dat [because ] yo ' shall not come up tuh de requirements .  

[ In olden days it was somet imes dif ficult to  meet the requirements for attend
ing courts and j uries would not wait . To be on the safe side you either slept 
the preceding night in j ail or had Doator Buzzard send his bee specially fed to 
delay j ury action . This information was on a cylinder pause but is known from 
my following questions . ]  

(You say Doator Buzzard taught you that , told you that? ) 
Yeah . 
(What did you say you fed this bee? ) 
Feed dese bee s  on honey an ' syrup , but use de ingredients o f  yo ' sc ent . 
(Of your what ? )  
O f  yo ' scent . 
( S cent?  You mean sweat of  the body? Perspirat ion ? )  
Yeah . Put i t  on a p iece of  bread dat has sorghum an ' dey suck dat from i t .  

AN '  ALL DE TIME DEY COME JI S ' LAK A PET CAT TUH YO ' , AN '  WHEN HE LET DOWN 
[ALIGHTS ] ,  YO ' KIN RUB YO ' HAN '  ON ' IM AN '  HE ' D KNOW YO ' FROM ME .  See whut ah 
mean? 

(And then you send this b ee out to do your wo rk? ) 
Anythin ' yo ' wanta send ' em [ to do ] an ' dey care [ carry ] i t  out . 
(DOES HE CARRY MESSAGES THEN? ) 
CARE A MESSAGE - JIS ' WHUT CHEW TELL ' IM. 
(HE ' D  TELL THE PERSON? ) 
ALL YO ' GOTTA DO IS TUH TALK TUH DE BEE JIS ' LAK YO ' D TALK TUH RADIO OR ANY

THIN ' DAT CAlES [CARRIES ] A MESSAGE . 'AN ' CALL DE MAN NAME . TEACH ' IM  DAT . 
[ Few more lines to  this but no thing new . ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (503) , 547 : 1 . ] 
Well , lis ten here an ' ah ' ll tell it tuh yo ' . AH LI STEN IN DE WORLD ON DIS . 

DEY ARE IN DE WORLD . DERE ' S A STORY SAYS DAT DIS WORLD IS KINDA ROUND , FO ' [ FOUR] 
CORNAHS OF I T .  DERE AH HAS A FO ' [ FOUR] SQUARE [PROPO SITION ] . Here is 
eas ' , so ' t ,  no ' t - eas ' , wes ' , so ' t ,  no ' t - fo ' [ four ] part [ s ]  an' DE TERR ' TORY 
WHEAH YO ' HAS TUH GIT A PERSON OR KNOW A PERSON . [You are working in a four
sided world . ]  [To ] git a puson [ it is necessary] DAT CHEW KNOW DERE NAME . Yo ' 
wan '  ' em tuh come back home . Dey go off  an ' yo ' wan ' ' em tuh come back home . 
Make a fo ' square [draw a square ] .  Write in dere : 1 an ' 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 -
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8 .  [He draws a square and wri tes in the numeral s . ] SEE , DIS IS  DE WORLD , IF 
DEY IS IN DE WORLD AT ALL . DAT IS , HERE ' S  DE CENTAH OF DE EART ' . All right . 
[He begins to fold up the p aper . ]  

(You fold that up . )  
Fold i t  up , s ee .  Yo ' fole dat fo ' cornah up an ' de way dat chew put dat , d e  

way dey come back . 
Now here is some question ah have tuh tell yo ' ' b out . OUR MOTHAH HAS TUH 

TOTE US NINE MONT ' S  TUH BRING US IN DIS WORLD , SO DEY GOTTA CALL [A PERSON ' S  
NAME ] NINE TIMES . An '  aftah [ as ? ] dey call nine t imes , dey gotta stay in a cer
tain position , s omepin lak dis [ demons trates ] . Not lyin 1 up by raisin ' it ovah 
yo ' haid , an '  puts it down. Put it down undah de foot of de do ' [ door ] .  An '  in 
nine days t ime he ' ll walk in de house . 

(Walk in the house .  That ' s to bring the man back . ) 
Or a woman back. 
(DO YOU WANT TO KEEP THAT PIECE OF PAPER? ) 

WELL , AH GOTTA KEEP DIS BECUZ DIS IS  SOMEBODY ELSE ' S  STUFF DAT AH ' M  USIN ' . 
(OH , WELL , COULD YOU LET ME COPY IT BEFORE YOU GO ? ) 
YEAH , YO ' KIN COPY IT . 
[ I  believe that piece of  p aper , the world diagram, is copied in my Numbers 

Book. ] 
[Doctor Cason ' s material on p . 2 2 59 f .  in vol . 3  comes in here . ] [ 548 : 1 . ] 
(What can I do to keep them from harming me? )  
Well , yo ' is travelin ' ovah de worl ' .  Yo ' re travelin ' ovah de world , yo ' 

undahstan ' , de worl d .  AH TOTES A LI ' LE BAG AROUN '  MAR WAIS 1 •  AH TOTE NINE 
KNOTS , ONE DIME AN '  TWO P ENNIES . Dem l i ' le art icles stuck in dere . An ' when 
ah gwine out , regardless of where ah goes , ah fin '  dat somebody has done talk 
about me o r  no . 

(Well what if they put something in the ground for you to walk over? )  
Dat don '  make no dif f ' renc e . 
(What else do you put in that bag , b es ides those dimes and pennie s ?  What 

else do you put in that bag? ) 
I put a powdah in it . 
(What do you call that powder? Do you know the name? Can you think of the 

name ? )  
Ah don ' know . Lemme see . 
(And a s tring that has nine knots . )  

No string , a co rd . 
[He produces a ball of cord s tring . ] 
(Is that the cord , the ball of cord that you us e? ) 
See [ demonstrates ]  ah do ub le dat up . Make nine kno ts outa dat . [ Tie nine 

kno ts in the doubled cord . ] Den ah ties a li ' le roots .  
(You tie some roots o n  that cord ? )  
Naw , ah don ' put dat on dere . 
(This powder that you use ,  what is the name supposed to b e ? )  
Well , ah buy it an ' den ah ' ll use dif f ' ren ' ar ticle dat ah fix . 
(Well has this powder a name ? )  
Yah , i s  a name but ah j is '  cain' t call d e  name o f  d e  powdah now. 
(You send away and get it some place? ) 
Yes , any one o f  dese ten-cent box , big boxes , ten-cent box .  Ah use dat . 
An ' ,  if dey not frien ' ly an ' yo ' wan ' a  b e  coaxin ' a pusson , yo ' mix up certain 

amounts of dat an ' about two teaspoons fula cocoa . 
(For to drink? ) 

Yes , s ir . Dat says yo ' re coaxin ' de mind of a pusson wit dis powdah . Yo ' ll 
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use one or two spoons fula powdah in dere .  
(You take one or two spoonsful of this powder . And then what do you put that 

in? What do you do with that? ) 
Well ,  yo ' fix up dat . Put roots an ' s tuff  an ' yo ' pennies an ' things vhut yo ' 

gona put in de bag . See whut chew kin make a bag outa firs ' . 
(What do you do wi th that cocoa [ powder ] then? )  
Well yo ' put ab out a teaspoonful in dat . Put it in , mix i t  wit de powdah. 
(I see . Well , what sort o f  roots do you put in there? ) 

Well , yo ' use de devil ' s-shoestring . Yo ' unnahstan '  dat ? Do yo '  know dat ?  
(I understand . Yes , ah know that . )  
If yo ' see it , yo ' know it?  
(No , I wouldn ' t know it  if  I saw it , but I know of the root . I mean I ' ve 

heard o f  it . )  
(This is  to  coax the person? ) 
[ I  refer to the doctor ' s  preceding words : yo 're 

Yas . He comes tuh yo ' ways . He ' s  got ta come . 
dat he kin git aroun ' from i t . An '  while he might 
do harm , he ' s  go t ta come tuh do good . 

(What did you j ust say , if things are what ? )  

coa:x:in ' de mind of a person. 1 
Dey ain ' t no way in de worl ' 
have made up in ' is mind tuh 

[ I  had turned o ff machine and am now asking him to repeat . ]  
Ah said if thing goin ' bad wit chu , yo ' go in '  tuh be  a t  trial in de mawnin ' , 

yo ' put a p iece o f  dat root in de mout ' an ' pass it between yuh laigs . PASS IT 
BETWEEN YUH LAIGS ONE TIME . 

(Pass it between your legs one time . ) 
Care [ carry ] i t  in yuh mout ' - care it  in yuh hip pocke t on de wrong s ide an ' 

de case ' ll b e  thrown out . [ 54 9 : 4 . } 
(Now suppose I ' m  not feel ing well and I come to your house and I say , "Doctor , 

I don ' t know whether I ' m s ick or whether s omeone has put a spell on me . "  Now ,  
COULD YOU TELL WHETHER I ' M  JUST ORDINARY SICK OR WHETHER I HAVE A SPELL ON ME? ) 

Yas . 
(How would you tell that? ) 
I ' d  feel yuh b reath [ pulse? ] .  
(What do you do then? ) 
Well , ah tell yo ' by yuh breath an ' ah test yo ' by yuh speakin ' . An ' ah come 

aroun' an ' tell yo ' whut it is . 
(Well , how would you test me by speaking? )  
Well , yo ' d  have tub talk an ' ah test yo ' . Ah kin tell  yo ' feelin ' ' cuz yo ' 

won ' t be feelin ' all r ight . Yo ' kin talk so ' s  ah kin git anythin ' outa yo ' . 
[ 550 : 2 . ] 

Ah nevah have experienced dat aroun ' , but ah have take de linin ' outa man ' s  
hat an ' put watah on ' is brains . 

(Well ,  how do they do that ? )  
Well , dey do ' s  somepin wi t dat .  
(What fo r example? ) 
Well ,  dey g i t  dat linin ' out - see , o f  co ' se  [ co urse ] ah don ' follah dat [ he 

does not do evil work] . 
(I  unders tand . )  
AB THINK AH '  VE GOT TUH GO BACK TUH MAR BOOK TUH GIT DAT . 
[ To do this type o f  work he would have to  consul t his hoodoo book . ] 
(I see . What book do you use? ) 

AH USE DE "PSALM OF MOSES . 1 1  
(The 6th o r  ?th Book of Mos es ? )  
[ I  turned off  record ing too fas t for an answer . ]  [ 551 : 1 . ] 
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(HOW OLD WERE YOU WHEN YOU STARTED THIS WORK? ) 
WELL , AH WUZ ABOUT FORTY . 
(HOW D I D  YOU HAPPEN TO GET INTO IT?  HOW D ID YOU HAPPEN TO TAKE UP THIS WORK? ) 

Well , I was - had a j ob .  AH WUZ ' TENDIN '  TUH DIFF ' REN '  SICK. AH LEARNED TUH 
NURSE . Ah used tuh tend tuh git medicine fo ' womens dat wuz havin '  de baby . Ah 
took dem up by mah brain . An '  ah studied a whole lot o f  it , dat tell about de 
prac tice of it . Ah didn ' t have tuh s tudy no b ook fer dat , but ah knows a whole 
lo t .  Ah learned about John de Conkah , Adam-an ' -Eve , rat tlesnake root [ I mean ] 
mastah .  All diff ' ren ' thin ' s .  An ' ah know whut dey fer . [ 5 51 : 2 . ] 

(WHEN YOU MEET ANOTHER ROOT DOCTOR AND HE HAS SOME GOOD REMEDY , WILL YOU USE 
THAT REMEDY THEN FOR YOURSELF? ) 

WELL , AH TELL YO ' .  DON ' T  CARE WHO AH MEET , AH DON ' WORRIES [ BOTHER] WIT NONE 
OF DEM. DEY HARDLY WORRIES ME BECUZ DEY ARE NOT TUHGETHAH . [ THERE I S  NO ORGAN
IZATION OR FRIENDSHIP AMONG DOCTORS. ] YO ' WALKS AT ME AN '  AH WALKS AT YO ' . AH 
TRY TUH GIT IN YUH PATH AN '  YO ' TRY TUH GIT IN MINE . AN '  AH DON ' WORRY WIT CHEW . 

(I  see , you work for yourself alone . 
things agains t you? ) 

Yes , sir . 

Some o f  these roo t doctors will do 

(And I suppose there are some who claim to be root  doctors and are not . )  
AH - AH ' VE  GOT MORE [ TO MY WORK THAN BE ] WIT ' EM.  DEY ONLY TRY TUH MAKES 

MONEY AN' DAT ' S ALL , BUT AH TRIES BY DE GOOD LORD TUH DO WHUT AH SAYS . 
(I  under stand . ) [ 5 5 1 : 3 . ] 
Take yuh ahambah Zye an ' put i t  in a bottle an ' co rk it  up tight . An '  goes 

tuh de watah ' s  side an ' [when] de tide goin'  down .  Yo ' wave dat ovah yuh haid 
nine times an ' throw it back ovah de shouldah an ' walk aways from dere . An ' 
wherevah de tide care [ carry] ' im, it ' ll care dat out side ; an ' wherevah it ' ll 
lodge , wherevah de ahambah Zye drop out , [ that ] draps yo ' . 

Ah knows . Ah hear ' d  dat done all right . 
(You throw i t  back over your lef t  shoulder or your right? ) 
Lef t . [ 551 : 6 .  ] 
An '  de way dat dey used - dere ' s  two ways tuh us in ' ' em. 
(ThePe ' s  two ways [I  begin by repeating his words ] t o  use these chicken eggs? ) 
Yes , two ways dat ah know o f . Dey will write yuh name on dere an ' yuh street 

an ' yuh numbah .  An '  dey will wri te out de  numbah of yuh days on dere . 
(The number of  your day .  What day? ) 
Any day dey wanta give , nine days o r  ten days , or anythin ' , any days dey wanta 

g ive . An ' dey ' ll take dat an ' put it in a care ful place , a certain place where 
no one kin see i t . Or dey kin bury it  where dey don ' t want ' em  tuh s ee .  Den ,  
i f  anybody do anythin ' tuh yo ' fam ' ly ,  any of yuh fam ' ly people , yo ' ll write on 
de egg an ' ' is s treet  numbah of ' is plac e .  An ' anybody yo ' know daid , yo ' go out 
tuh de ceme t ery ' fo '  he ' s  buried , an '  put dat [ egg]  in ' is lef ' han ' an ' shut ' im  
[ egg with name ] up . An ' put 'im [named egg ]  in . An ' dey cain ' t s t ick [ the town] . 

· When dat breaks , dey gone . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (503 , Doator Cason) , 5 5 2 : 3 . ] 
7197 . Yo ' s ee ,  j is '  lak if yo ' been mess in '  wit a woman an '  she take yore 

nature ' way lak dat , de way fo ' her tuh do dat , she git same dis heah clovah 

CAUSE AND CURE OF IMPOTENCE BY ROOT DOCTOR 
GLOVER - RED SHANK AND 3 RAW EGGS 9 DAYS 

roo t . She takes some of da t clovah 
root an ' boil it intuh a t ea .  Well , 
quite natchel [ natural ] in de sum
mahtime yo ' drink ice tea . She ' ll 

take some of dat an ' go ahaid an ' she put it in dat [ tea ] watah , an '  yo ' drink it 
an ' yore courage will leave . An '  de fus ' thin ' yo ' know , yo ' cain ' t  [do ]  nuthin . 

An '  it ' s quite natchel she ' ll say attah while , say , "Yo ' know , Conn , ah ' m  
goin ' leave yo ' . " An ' she ' ll leave yo ' . Oat d e  way women do . 
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An '  anothah thin ' she kin do , she kin take red shank root . She ' ll take dat 
red shank root an ' gi ' yo ' dat air [ give you that there ] an '  three raw aigs a 
day herself . No t have a thing on ' em .  An '  yo ' suck dem aigs fo ' nine days , an ' 
it ' ll bring yo ' [ nature ] back . She ' ll bring yo ' back . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(1438 , root doctor ) , 2608 : 3 . ] 

7 198 . Yo ' take an ' make a circle wi t chalk an ' when yo ' make dat circle , den 
yo ' make a "X" yo ' know . When yo ' make dat "X" - when yo ' make de circle dat ' s  

God . 
CIRCLE AND CRO S S  DRAWN BY DOCTOR (The circle is God? ) 

circle is God an ' de firs ' 
Holy Spir i t .  

Yes s ir , an ' d e  " X" de firs ' lettah i s  de -
cross  is God de Father , an ' de nex ' one is God de 

(Where do you make this c ircle with the cross?  Where do you make i t ?  Where 
do you draw that ? )  

Well , right in d e  room where whutevah wu s  taken from it . 
[Here I turn o f f  recording machine . What informant says , I restart machine 

and repeat the lost  informat ion . ]  
(You make a circle on the wall or on the floor . And you put an "X" inside . 

And then inside the "X" you do what ? ) 
Well , when yo ' done make dat "X" in Name of de Father , Son an ' Holy Ghost , 

den yo ' wish whut chew want ' em tuh do . Jis ' carry it right roun ' j is '  lak dat . 
(You mean j ust carry this circle around . You mean you keep marking the chalk 

around? ) 
Yes , j i s ' make a roun ' ring . Have yo ' go t a pencil? An ' ah give i t  tuh yo ' 

aftah [ return it ] right away . 
(Wait a minute !  You draw the circle [ I  demonstrate ] . That ' s  God the Father . 

Then you [ I  demonstrat e ] . That ' s  the Son . And [ I  demonstrate ] Holy Ghost . )  
An ' make yore wishes whut chew want . 
(And you keep go ing around and around and around . Like turning a wheel 

around . )  
Yo ' do dat three t ime , three Godhead . 
[ I  demons trate again . ] 
You draw a line r ight through that circle and call the son , then you draw 

another line acros s it and say the Ho ly Ghost ,  and then you keep drawing that 
circle around and around and around , while you make your wishes for them to bring 
that article back that they have s tolen . ) 

Long as yo ' speakin ' o f  whut chew want done , yo ' j is '  keep yuh han ' goin ' 
roun ' an ' roun ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206) , 2039 : 8 . ] 

719 9 . Yo ' t ake a fellah now dat wan ' s  chew tuh move out dis house an ' he don ' 
lak yuh atall [ at all ] . He come in de mawnin ' an ' he git some ashes , yo ' know 

CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - 9 MORNINGS WITH 
BLACK-OAK ASHES - BLACK PEPPER AND RED - CREOSOTE 

whut burn in de chimley ; oak 
ashes do [ though] , it cain ' t 
be p ine ashes . He take dat 
ashes an ' he takes somepin 

dey call - ah cain ' t remembah de name of i t , but it ' s  j is '  lak ink . [For this 
ingredient see later . ] An ' he take dat ashes [ author interrup ts ] . 

(Incens e ?  Gunpowder ? )  
No , not gunpowdah . It ' s  somepin lak potash . But he uses d is instrument in 

dis ashes . Den he took it an ' he come aroun '  tuh yuh do ' wit a li ' le of dis 
black-oak ashes  de f irs ' mawnin ' ,  an ' he sprinkle it aroun ' . De second mawnin ' he 
come an ' he take a li ' le b i t  o f  b lack an ' red peppah an ' sulphuh , an '  he sprinkle 
dat aroun ' , aroun ' yuh house - walk aroun ' - walk aroun ' dere nine mawnin ' s .  

(Walk around what ? )  
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Aroun ' yuh house . Yo ' know, j i s ' come from de back do tuh de front - j is '  lak 
somebody come in yore yard befo ' y o '  wake an ' walk tuh de back an ' walk back out 
tub de front [ circumambulates the house ] .  Den aftahwahds ,  it looks j is '  lak 
nuthin in da t house - yo ' be upso t [ up s et ] , yo ' cain ' t  do anythin ' . Yuh mind 
is turrible an ' j is '  lak someone got chew crazy , until yo '  move out , if it  isn ' t  
a leas e .  

(You can ' t think of the name of that s tuff that they get ? )  
Ah cain ' t remembah de s tuff j is '  at de present time , but ah knows i t  j is '  as 

good as ah knows - it somepin lak ink . But it ' s  not ink . 
(Is  it liquid like o il? ) 
Crela - creosot e !  Dat ' s right , yes sir .  Supposed tub use dat instrument in 

dere . But dey po i t  out an' dat s tuf f ' l l  git hard j i s '  lak tar ; yo ' know , when 
dey beat it up . [Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 65 2 : 2 . ] 

CROSSED HER BREAST WITH LOCUST TREE ROOT 

7200 . [ Informant says something about 
a locus t tree . ]  
(What do they say about the locust 
tree? ) 
Ah heard dat de locust tree wuz a 

tree - de ole lady tole me dis - IT ' S  A TREE DAT CHEW READ IN DE BIBLE AN '  IT 
WUZ HANDED DOWN FROM GOD . IT ' S  A HERB YO ' GIT FROM DE LOCUST TREE DAT NOBODY 
KIN CONKAH BUT GOD . An ' she give me dat herb . "An '  dis herb , "  she say , " ah ' m 
not chargin ' anythin ' fo ' it , but yo '  a man ah lak . " Ah loaned her t en do llahs 
once . An '  SHE CROSSED HER BREAST [with this herb ] . 

[ Somewhere in Hoodoo I tell the s tory about my contact man Edward Buf ford , 
while we. were working in Savannah , Georgia . He had sealed some money in a letter 
to send home to his wife but feared she might no t receive it . His landlady , where 
I interviewed during the day , took the s ealed envelope and cro s s ing it over her 
breast ,  said to him, "Mail i t ,  now your wife will get the money . "  The money ar
rived safely . 1 

Ah asked , "Whut kinda herb dis ? "  
She said , "Dis i s  a herb f rom de locus t tree , "  an ' she say , " ah want chew tub 

keep dis  herb fo ' as long as yo ' kin . " 
(Is  this for luck or something? ) 
Fo ' luck . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 7 ) , 2575 : 2 . ] 
7 201 . [Before I turn on recording machine informant says he knows about some

thing done at the forks of the road . ] 
(What do  they do at the forks of the road? ) 
All right , yo ' kin go tub de fo ' ks o f  de road [ cros sroad here ] an ' yo ' kin 

take salt an ' throw it fo ' dif f ' ren ' [ roos ter crows on cylinder ] ways in de fo ' k  

CROSSROAD - SALT - 4 CROSS MARKS 
THROW DIRECTION PERSON TO GO 

o f  ·de road . Make fo ' mahks [marks ] at de f o ' k  
o f  de road an '  throw dat salt an ' sprinkle dem 
marks . An' eithah [whichever ]  way dat yo ' wan' 
dat person tub go , dey ' ll go dataway . J is '  de 

direction yo ' wan ' ' em tub go , he ' ll go dat direction , yo ' see . He ain ' t  nevah 
goin ' tub come back , yo ' see . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 25 ) , 99 3 : 5 . ] 

[Cylinder 9 9 3 : 6  followed without containing any information I could use . In 
some manner dissatisfied with the preceding cros sroad rite , I decided to return 
to it . ]  

(Now , you were talking a moment ago about making t hose  marks on the crossroad . 
What kind o f  marks would you make out there? What kind of  marks ? )  

Yo ' j is '  - yo ' kin make s traight mahks , cross ' em . Make ' em an "X" . 
(Like an "X" ? )  
In an "X' '  in de middle f o ' k  of de road where • • •  
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( In the fork of  the road . The road goes four ways? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(And you put some of that stuff in each road ? )  
Each road . 
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(And if you want him to go in a certain direct ion , do you have to point the 
direction you want him to go? ) 

Point out dat direction , j is '  point ' em s traight . An '  if yo ' wan ' 'em tub go 
dis direct ion [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' kin point dataway . An ' put dat s tuff dataway 
an ' throw it  dataway , an ' dat ' s de way yo ' gwine . 

(You only throw it  in one fork of  the road ? )  
Yes , sir . 
(You only throw it  one way? ) 
One way . 
(The way he ' s  going ? )  
De way he ' s  gwine , an ' he ' ll go dataway an ' he won ' t  nevah come back . He b e  

gwine all d e  time , gwine . 
[As I unders tand this rite , the person performing it goes to the crossroad , 

throws salt down the road he wants his victim to travel ; and then , j ust inside 
each of the four roads , he draws a cros s  mark and sprinkles it with salt . If the 
victim ever returns by any of these four roads , he can not cross this crossroad . 
We have in Hoodoo several versions o f  s topping a person at the cro ssroad . Vicks
burg , Miss . ,  (725) , 99 3 : 7 . ] 

7 202 . Ah wus goin ' wi t a girl ' long [ along]  at dat t ime an ' - well , ah wus 
engaged tub marry de girl , an ' de boy she wus goin ' wit , she tole ' im .  He tell 

' er ,  "If yo ' don ' marry me , "  say , "yo ' ll nevah do 
CRYSTAL BALL USED BY DOCTOR dat othah fellah no good . "  

Well , ah go t in a li ' le trouble an ' ah got on a 
chain gang f o ' six mont ' s .  An ' den when ah come back • • •  [ I  interrupt . ]  

(Over this girl ? )  
Yes . 
Well , he wus livin' wit ' er ,  see . Ah come back on de ' leven day of March , 

he wus livin ' wi t ' er out cheah [here ] tub ' er house . She come tub me , ah say , 
"Well , whut chew want? " 

She says , "Well , ah cain ' t ha ' p  [help ] mahself . "  She say , "Ah don ' love ' im ,  
ah cain ' t he ' p  mahself . "  

Ah say , "Ah don ' see how come yo ' cain ' t ,  yo ' goin ' wit ' im . "  Say , "He cain ' t 
.ake yo ' live wit ' im. " 

She say ,  "Dere somepin othah wrong . "  
Ah says , "Well , ah ' ll see ' bout dis . "  
Ah j umps an ' goes back tub dis same fellah [ in another story ]  an ' tole ' im ,  

ah says , "Heah , "  ah says , "ah has a girl fren ' an ' she ' s  livin ' wi t a man, ah ' m  
engaged wit ' er . " 

He say , "Ah knowed all dat . "  An ' he say , "Ah kin git ' haid [ ahead ] of dat if 
yo ' want . "  

Ah say , "Well , ah would lak fo ' yo ' tub do it . "  Ah say , "How much will dat 
be? " 

"Five do llahs , "  he says . 
Cheap . [ He says this to me not to the doatoP. ] 
He go t somepin in a j ab [ j ar ] , a half-gallon j ab ,  an ' he gived me ' bout halfa 

pint outa dat . An ' de way de s tuf f did look , ah couldn ' t  tell whut i ' twas . Dere 
1i ' le things j i s '  about dat long , look lak crawf ishes . Well , he give me two 
drinks outa dat dat day ah wuz dere , an ' he put a pint in a b ottle . An '  he tole 
.e tub give her a drink o f  dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' he tole me tub git a piece 
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of ' er s t ep-ins . Yes , ah got a piece of ' er step-ins , an ' de sand o f fa ' er [ foot ] 
�. an ' take some sulphur , salt an ' b lack peppah an ' red cayenne peppah , an ' 
mix it tuhgethah , an '  tote it aroun ' nex ' tuh mah waist . An '  he say ah would 
gi t ' er back. An' she come back , she qui t ' im. 

(She quit the other fellow and came back to you? ) 
She come back tuh me . An '  in ' 3 7 on de third day of April , she took sick . 

Well , now , when it came - it s tarted in ' er thumb an ' it went from ' er thumb 
tuh ' er wrist , an ' from ' er wrist , in ' er shouldahs . An '  ah carried ' er tuh a 
do ctor [M . D . ] an ' he s ays i t ' s  de rheumatic rheumat ism .  Oat ' s  whut de doc tor 
say . He give me same medicine , an ' de medicine he give me tuh rub her an ' fo ' 
her tuh take , i t  would do mo ' harm den it  would good . [ Everywhere in Hoodoo we 
learn that a medical doator 's medicine is us eless for hoodoo . ] An '  it  lef ' out ol 
' er shouldahs an ' it went tuh de bottom of ' er foo t , right in de centah [de pam 
(palm) of the foot it is often called ] .  An '  it lef '  from de centah an ' it  co� 
mence tuh workin ' in de j o ints . 

Den ah carried ' er back an '  ah said , "Dis medicine didn ' t do her no good . "  
Ah said , "De misery goin ' all ovah ' er . " 

He took a x-ray pichure o f  ' er an ' [ i t ]  goin ' - nex ' she had tuh be cut down 
undah heah , nex '  tuh ' er foo t down undah heah [demonstrates ] . 

(Right under her knee ? ) 
Yeah . 
Ah tole ' im ,  "Well , ah wouldn ' t  wish fo ' her tuh be cut , fo ' if she cain ' t  

walk now , she nevah will walk if yo ' cut ' er undah dere . " 
He say , "Yes , we kin t reat ' er ,  we k in git ' er up . "  
Well ah s ay ,  "Ah haven ' t  go t no money right now tuh put ' er in de hos ' p ital . " 

Say , "Yo ' k in come down an ' see her ' bout once a day . "  Say , "Dat even much as 
ah know yo ' k in s tand . " 

Well , he come down an '  he didn ' t  do her no good . An '  ah tried Dr . [ Somebody] . 
He didn ' t do  her no good .  He j is '  tole me - he come out an ' say ,  "Well , ah 
cain ' t do her no good . Ah don ' know whut ' s  wrong wi t  ' er . "  

Well , ah j umped up an ' went to a place , an '  dis fellah tole me . 
(Here in town ,  did you go ? )  
No , o uta town . 
[ Out-of-town doator ] said , "Well , how long has she been s ick ? "  
Ah said , "Got ' er down now s o  she cain ' t walk . "  Ah said , " Ah  have tuh he ' p  

' er up an ' down j is ' lak a baby . She lak a baby . "  
He got sompin .  I t  wus about as  large a thing - about lak dat [ demonstrates ] 

an ' he goes an ' looks in it . 
(What did it  look like? ) 
It  look lak a great big o le glass marble . Marble pichures .  Look lak one of 

dese things yo ' call 'roun ' de �orl ' .  
(The g lobe? ) 

Yes . 
An '  he look ed in dat an '  he say , "Yeah . "  
(It  was glass though wasn ' t  i t ? )  
Yes . 
"Yes , "  he [ doator ] say , "he got ' er . "  
Ah said ah didn ' t git ' im [ didn ' t unders tand what he meant ] . 
He said , "He got ' er through by a drink . " 
[ Suppose we s top here to  s ee what happened . ]  
[ Informant ' s  great big o te marb le or round de worl ' and my the globe show that 

the doator now looks into his crys tal ball . S eeing some thing in the glass he 
says , "Yeah , "  meaning I now unders tand what happened . To my informant puz zled 
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by the "Yeah , "  he explains clearly that the woman had been tPicked in a drink . 
Informant ' s  marb le pichures bothered me . I thought these were small pictures 
a doctor sometimes pasted on the ends of  his fingers and held various places 
agains t his crys tal b all , so that a client looking into the ball could see them ! 
For an example of this tricky , as well as skillful work , see margin t itle CRYSTAL 
BALL , p . 17 2 .  Actually , marb le pictures were merely the pictures the doctozo could 
see in the great big o le glass marb le ! ] 

[We now return to the doctor 's , "He got ' er through by a drink . " ]  
Ah said , "Drinkin ' watah? " 
He said , "Drinkin ' likkah . "  He said , "He [ did not ]  give it  tuh ' er - anothah 

woman give her . "  
An '  he said , "Ah ' m  goin ' give yo ' some medicine ' cuz it ' ll take a long t ime 

tuh gi t ' er well , ' cuz she ' s strong an ' weak , "  say ,  "it take a long t ime tuh git 
' er up . "  

An '  he give me a quart o f  sompin look lak sho e polish - s lick looks to it . 
Tel l  me give her dat three t imes a day . 

(Was it liquid? ) 
Yes .  
An ' he got some - he went out in de hollah of a ole log an ' he got nine snails , 

an '  he sont [ sent ] - give me some money an ' tole me go tuh de drug sto ' an ' git 
a nickel wuth of Epsom salt an ' a bot tle of Sloan linament an ' a nickel wuth of 
camphor gum , an ' ah come back . Den he put dat s tuff on an ' he heat it all up 
tuhgethah - ground it up an ' put it in a li ' le silver [ ! ]  pot an ' boil it , an ' 
boil i t  an ' made a l iquid outa it . An '  he tolt [ told]  me tuh run ' er [What?  
See that she urinat ed? ] evah night at nine a ' clock when she wus ready tuh go 
tub baid . An '  take a saucah , a co ffee saucah , an ' f ill it roun ' hal f  fulla salt 
an '  s lide it undah de baid . 

(Why did he do that , did he say? ) 
Say dat salt would keep down de fevah . An '  dat ' s  de only thing got ' er up . 
(That helped her? ) 
Yessuh , got ' er up . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1392 ) , 2500 : 2 . ] 
7 203 . All right , a man take an ' do wit a woman de same way .  A man cut de 

seat , a piece where she sweat undah here , undah de ahm. 
(Under her arm . Both arms or j us t  

DEVIL ' S-SHOE STRING - HOW ONE DOCTOR USES one? ) 
Both ahms . All right , he takes dat 

an ' he puts some li ' le roots in dat - some kinda li ' le roots . 
(Do you know the name of  those POots? ) 

Dey put - whut ' s  de name of dat root now? Some kinda - devil ' s-shoestring. 
Cut dem tuh be  short . S ee ,  dem shoes tring dat long [ demonstrates ] .  

(The devil ' s-shoestrings about three feet long? )  
Yes , sir , some i s  dis long . Some is  long accordin ' as j is '  how much yo ' take 

out de groun ' an ' dey will pop off . 
(You cut them about an inch or two inches long? ) 
Yes , sir , dat much off  see .  An '  yo ' put ' em in de bot tle . Well , dat ' s tuh 

keep ' em at home . Dat ' s tuh make a woman dat run about tuh dance an ' shows , lak 
dat , run aroun ' lak dat , dat keep ' em home . De mo ' [more ] he feed dat bo ttle , 
dat keep ' er down. If - he don ' do it tuh kill ' er ,  yo ' know , j is '  tuh keep ' er 
home . 

(And what do es he feed that bot tle with? ) 
With colo gne . · 

(And where do you keep this bo ttle? ) 
Keep it  in ' is pocket . Yo ' don ' t bury dat , keep it in ' is pocket . 
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(That all he put s in there , these p ieces o f  her clothing and the devil ' s-shoe
s tring? ) 

Ye s s i r , an ' he shake dat bottle up , yo ' know . Yo ' see , de man [ the doator] 
tell ' im tub shake i t  up , an ' feed i t . Feed it an ' put it b ack in ' is pocket . 
Don ' put it in nobody ' s hand . Keep i t in ' is pocket j is '  a small ole co lo gne 
bottle.  [ Charleston , S .  Car . ,  ( 5 04) , 5 53 : 3 . ] 

7 204 . S ee , it ' s  been about a month mayb e . He had a girl he wus go in '  wit ' er 
an ' she fixed ' im. Aftah he wen t  tuh s leep - when he went tub sleep , he said dat 

he dreamt about dis b ot tle da t she 
DREAM REVEALS SPELL AND ARTICLES CAUSING IT had fo ' him , an ' he ' d  got t en r ight 

up an ' went an ' go t it . An '  he ' d  
fell o ff an ' h e  looked so bad as i f  he was about tub die . HE ' D  GOTTEN A AWFUL 
SMALL LOOK, terrible small , bone ' b out tub come through ' is skin . An ' he went 
tuh sleep an ' he dreamt about dis bottle an ' co ' se [ o f  course ] he got up den an '  
went r ight in de bathroom an ' found it . An' dis b o t t le had red f lanne l in i t  an '  
a couple of p ins an ' needles , an ' he ' d  t aken i t  an ' broke it . He brought it an ' 
showed i t  tuh me , an ' ah don ' know whut could a been in it , but i t  smelled lak 
evahthing wus in it , ah guess . Ah reckon it wus ur ine in it - guess was in it . 
An '  aftah he found ' at b o t t le he begin tuh git bettah . [Washington , D . C . , (625) , 
800 : 2 . ] 

7 205 . [For Doator England ' s interview see pp . l 386-14 01 . ] 
But ah s ee dem us e .  Well , it ' s  mos ' ly us ed , i s  dis yere - well , de manure 

from a ole white mule . I t  is known tuh b e  de drawin ' problem. Dey do ' s  it up 
an' use it as an incense mo ' [more ] of a white horse or [ than ] a white mule . 

(What do they use that for ? ) 
ENGLAND - THE DOCTOR - ANOTHER FRAGMENT Drawin ' p owah , t uh  draw eny p ers on , 

see . Yo ' kin perfume it up . I t  is 
vury good t o  use dis Mary Garden Per fume , Mary Garden . An ' also yo ' have tub 
us e a port ion o f  dis Hearts [ Co logne ] .  LET IT DRY OUT AN '  WET IT AG ' IN . LET 
IT DRY OUT AN '  WET IT AG ' IN , TILL YO ' GET IT CURED AN '  DEN USE IT DAT WAY . 

(What do they usually do with that manure , carry it around ,  or do they burn it 
or what fo r drawing ? )  

Well , f o ' drawin ' , dey leave i t  intuh de home . See , tuh draw ' em  on . If a 
girl ' s frien ' have b een her e an '  she wan '  ' im come tuh ' er ,  d en dey place it on 
de house s tove . Den , by right an ' all it ' s used wit it a composition o f  all whut 
ah us ed mahself is , dey uses oil of  ros e - oil of rose an ' oil o f  Mary Garden . 
See , an ' let it burn . [Norfolk , Va . , (456) , 440 : 3 . ] 

7 206 . I t  wuz about twenty yeahs ago ah got o f f  de train in a very small t own 
an '  ah went tub find a p lace tuh s tay . Ah went tuh ' nothah place where dere wuz 
a double tenement house , ' nothah fe llah an ' mahs el f .  Didn ' t know dis fellah . 
Ah met ' im on de train . Ah greeted ' im . He says , "Yo '  gittin'  o f f  heah . "  

Ah say , "Ah ' m  changin ' heah . " 
FAKE ROOT DOCTOR We went tuh de s t at ion tuh s ee whut t ime  de train would leave 

de nex ' mawnin ' . So we b lundahed roun ' tuh try tuh find p lace 
tuh s tay at , an ' finely , so-an ' -so , an ' went tuh a hous e .  She has a room heah 
an ' a room heah . Ah knocked on de do ' an ' tole de lady dat ah wanted tuh st ay . 
She says , "Yes , de charge i s  f i f ty cents an ' twenty- five cents . "  

So , ah not knowin '  de fellah an' he didn ' t know any thing ab out me . He said 
tuh me , " Fel lah , do yo ' drink ? "  

Ah to le him,  "No . " 
He said , "Whut do yo ' do fo ' a livin ' ? "  
Ah tole him ah wuz a plasterer . 
He says , "Well , "  he s ays , "do yo ' play card s ? "  
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Ah tole him, "No . " 
An '  s o  he says , "Yo ' got any money? "  
Ah tole him, "No . " 
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He says , "Well , ah tell yo ' ,  ah ' m  up against it . "  He says , "Ah got a funny 
s tory ah wanta tell yo ' . " He said , "Loan me twenty cent s . "  

Ah give i t  tuh ' im .  He went an '  got ' im  sompin tuh eat an ' come back wit a 
dime an ' he say , "Ah wanta git chew tuh pay mah room rent . 1 1 Ah wuz afraid , an '  
paid it . De lady tole me , she said , 1 1 Somehow , ' ! says , "de Lord tole me depend on 
yo ' . "  She say , "Ah don '  know dat o thah fellah . " 

Ah say , "Ah don ' t  eithah . " 
She says , "But ah ' m  leavin '  in de mawnin ' at five a ' clock an ' goin ' tuh work . "  
[Ah ] say , "When yo ' leave , slam de do ' . " 
So j is '  when she lef t ,  about five minutes aftah she left , ah heard a rat tlin ' 

on de next do ' an ' dis boy woke up an ' say ,  "Yo ' heah somebody knockin ' ? " 
Ah say ,  "Yes . "  
An '  b efo ' we could answah , de woman nex ' do ' came in , open de do ' . Her daugh

tah came home , she s ay ,  "Ah ' m  worried tuh death . " 
We say , "Whut ' s  de mattah? " 
She say ,  " Sam , he work in de meat yard an ' he stole some meat an ' he buried 

it by de branch , "  an ' she say , "de law is lookin ' fo ' him. " An '  dey talked it 
ovah an ' she le ft . So dis boy says tuh me , says , "Did j ew heah whut she said ? "  

Said , "Yes . " 
He said , "Yo ' wait a minute , ah ' m  go in '  git some money . "  
Ah said , "No , ah ' m  goin ' . "  
Said , "No , yo ' wait . " Said , "Yo ' sit right heah an ' listen whut ah say . "  He 

puts on ' is clothes an ' git s up an ' goes outen do ' , outa de hous e an ' come back 
an '  knocked . He went out about five minutes an ' came back an ' knocked on de do ' .  
He knocked on de do '  an ' he said tuh dis ole lady , said , "Good mawnin ' ,  madam . " 

She says , "Good mawnin' . "  
He says , "Ah don '  profess tuh be a medical do ctor , neithah a surgical doctor , 

but ah do p ro fess tuh bein '  a hel'b doatol' . "  He said , "Ah came tuh yo ' dis mawn
in ' tuh tell yo ' a strange case . "  He said , " Some o f  yore fo lks are in trouble 
an '  de troub le i s  buried by a runnin ' s tream of watah . "  

She said , "Come in , s on , "  she said , "Jesus s ent yo ' , ah know. " 
He walked in an ' sat down , an ' he to le her evahthing whut happened , whut he 

heard through dat wall . He say , "Now , ah tell yo ' whut ah ' ll do , "  says , "yo ' 
gimme twenty dollahs an ' ah ' ll fix it  -so de sheriff  or nobody won ' tetch ' im." 
He began tuh gi t out de herbs tuh show ' er ,  an ' gave her some an ' wrapped ' em  up . 
She give him de twenty dollahs . 

Now , dere ' s  nuthin in de worl ' could make her b elieve , but nuthin, but he ' s  
a I'Oot do�tah. She believed ' im .  

Den he came tuh me an ' says - s o  ah wuz ready tuh go [ leave town ] - "Whut did 
yo ' do? "  Ah knew all along . Well , ah f ound out he wuz a crook , wanta see whut 
he says . 

"Well , she give me ten - she give me twenty . "  He say , "Heah ' s  five . "  S ay , 
"Ah tell yo ' whut chew do . "  

Ah say s , "Yo ' kin take yore twenty , ah ' 1 1  keep nuthin . "  
Well , ah caught a train an ' left him dere . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1427 ) , 

2573 : 6 . ] 
7 207 . Yo ' k in take a sock . 
(Take a what? ) 
Take one yuh socks an ' now , what dey put in dat sock , now ah couldn ' t tell 

yuh . Take one of  dose socks an ' pin it . Ah know personally dis wuz done becuz 
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it wuz quite natchel , yo '  know , ah had a bro thah a [ that way ] , yo ' undahstan ' • 
. Ah ' m  exp lain ' tuh yuh good . He had a vein , a open vein , here , along here , along 
here an ' right up dere [ demons trates ] .  [He was ]  hurt [ tricked] , yo ' s ee .  Dat ' s  

called swollen veins . 
FEATHER PILLOW - BEWITCHED (What kind of veins , swollen? ) 

Swollen veins . Undahs tan ' ?  Well , yo ' take dat sock. 
An' now, whut yo ' put it  in [ in i t ] , ah couldn ' t tell yo ' .  Dey put it - but take 
one of yuh socks . It wuz a black sock ah had , b lack s ilk sock . Mah sis tah b ring
ed it up chere . Ah wuz down dere two yeahs ago . Ah wuz down dere in ' 36 .  Well , 
ah ' m  gi ttin ' it straight now. Dat yeah , dat ' s  about right , ah wuz down dere in 
' 36 .  We found dat sock , las ' yeah· was ' 37 ,  round , oh ah ' d  say round about de 
20th of July , an '  dat sock had - ah couldn ' t  even lay on dat pillah [pillow] . Yo ' 
undahs tan ' , if yo ' lay on dat pillah it hurt yuh haid ,  but now aftah - if yo ' laid 
on it , an ' den if yo ' lak dat , if yo ' don ' git dat cured ,  yo ' stay lak dat . One 
mawnin ' , see , when she found dat sock , it wuz balled up wit de feathahs in it . 
But whut wuz in dat sock wit dos e feathahs , we couldn ' t tell , yo ' know. I t ' s  
qui te natchel dat yo ' d  be scared . Cuz it only co st me $50 tuh gi t rid of dat . 

Well , now , ah tell yo ' what she [ doctor] did tuh git rid of  dat . Ah went tuh 
a lady , undahs tan ' . She told me , say ,  "Ah ' ll cure yo ' . "  An' told me where ah 
goes . Told me ah wuz hurt an ' ah cain ' t s tand tuh drink whiskey long , account 
dat vein bein ' swollen , yo ' · undahstan '  .[ demonstrates ] . 

(This vein runs right? ) 
S traight through me . 
(Right straight along your back, that swollen vein? ) 
Yes , sir . 
An '  ah went tuh dis lady , see , an ' she tole me , say , "He ' s  go t a thing hid . "  

Told me j is '  lak whut it wus lak . She live on 92 3 [ Something Street ] .  Ah 'm try
in ' tuh think of de name . Yo ' kin put da t down , two diff ' r en ' things .  But any
way , nevah mind about dat . 

(Oh , that ' s  all r ight . ) 
An '  she commence right here an ' measured dat p lace right here , right dere 

[ demonstrates ] . She say , "Dere ' s  a knot dere . "  
(Right here , where? ) 
Dere ' s  a knot or somepin. Well , she massaged da t  knot an '  rubbed it an ' she 

tell me ,  say , "Yo ' go home an '  go tuh de druggis t . " Now, listen good . "Go tuh 
de druggis t  an ' git a bot tle of househo ld - do yo ' heah dat ? "  

(Ye s . ) 
Hous ehold ammonia . 
(Hous ehold ammonia . )  
Household ammonia. You git a box o f  Epsom salt s . Yo ' git chew dat much salt

petah . Yo ' won ' t want make too much . Dat much saltpetah . Yo ' put dat in yuh 
bath watah . Don ' t put no salt in it  - ah mean not salt , don ' t put no soap in 
it . But aftah dat , dat cleah ammonia . Dat ' s  all . Jis ' lak in place of puttin' 
soap in it , put dat household ammonia in dere an ' dat saltpetah an ' de Epsom 
salt s in dis watah . An '  takes yuh bath in it . Nine nights do dat . 

(Nine nights? ) 
Nine nights an ' throw de water tuh wherevah de sun risin ' at . An '  it ' ll soon 

cure yo ' of  de trouble . Well , dat ' s  whut ah did . Well , it cured me .  
(That ' s what cured you? )  
It  cured me . , 
Now ,  here ' s de way . Now , ah ' ll take , j is '  tak , yo ' got tuh start it . I t  

deal wit pain [ demonstrates ] . 
(Right from the top of your head . )  
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See dat li ' le knot dere , see dat knot dere . It ' s  a pain right dere . Well , 
now , yo ' j is '  put dat [mixture ] on . I t ' ll move from dere , s tart from right dere 
tub here [ demons trates ] , 

( It ' ll move from the top o f  your head down to the b o t tom - the back of your 
neck . ) 

Back tuh dis here [ demons trates ] .  Dat narrah [ narrow] eyeball bone . 
(The pain is right behind the eyeball? ) 
Eyeball . Leads from dis eye right chere , right chere . Here ' s  de othah . An' 

right along dere it ' s  knots be showin ' dere , an '  it feels though dere ' s  somepin 
inside . Some knots showin ' dere . Well , dis lady tole me dat it  wuz done through 
whiskey . Say , "But chew looks an '  yo ' will find it in yuh mat tress , "  she say . 
But i t  wusn ' t in no mat tress . It  wuz in a feathah p illah , an '  yo ' would find 
vbutevah it is in dere . It wuz wrapped up . An ' she tole me when ah find it , 
burn it  up . Well , dat ' s qui te nachel , ' cuz ah did dat , see . Ah burned it up 
in de fiah . Well , now , mah sis tah ,  yo ' s ee , when she slept on dis pillah , it  
hurt ' er haid so  dat she ' d  move dat pillah . But i t  wasn ' t  fo ' her , it  wuz fixed 
fo ' me . Whut fer? Yo ' see some people want a  hurt me . An '  ah wanta explain dis 
aah way , ' cuz yo ' know ah nevah done used explainin ' .  An '  ah , ah ' se j es ' explain 
-.b.self . [ Vicksburg ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 2 6 ) , 9 9 7 : 7 . ] 

7 208 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  sev ' ral dif f ' ren ' things about de fo ' ks of  de road . Ah 
�r ' d dat when people wan ' tub s eparate people , dey go tuh fo ' ks of  de road ; an ' 
wben dey wan ' tuh put dem tuhgethah dey go tub de fo ' ks o f  de road , but it depenm 

IOIXS OF ROAD - NEW PENCIL AND TABLET - TO SEPARATE 
w.ITE MAN ' S  NAME 9 TIMES - WOMAN ' S ACROSS 9 TIMES 
� EVIL THINGS - CURSE - SCRATCH - FOLD FROM YOU 
JURY IN LEFT FORK - TO PUT TOGETHER WRITE GOOD THINGS 
IOLD TO YOU - BURY IN RIGHT FORK - RESULTS 3 TO 9 DAYS 

on whethah dey work on 
e ithah de left or de 
right hand side . 
I f  yo ' want people tuh 
s eparate , well dey ' ll 
write de person ' s name , 
de woman ' s  name , nine 

tt.es on a piece of brand-new papah wit a brand-new pencil ,  tab let  an ' pencil dat 
...ab been used . If  dey wan ' tuh separate dem, dey ' ll write  de man ' s  name nine 
tt.es an' den dey ' ll write de woman ' s  crosswise nine times . Den dey take de 
,..cil an '  dey think all de evil dey kin : I jis ' hope yo ' son-of-bitches jis '  
� an ' fight an '  scratch Zak cats an ' dOgs . [ Informant scratches all over the 
.-per. ] An '  dey go dere an ' dey dig down a few inches . 

(They s cratch that paper all up . )  
Yes , j is '  s cratch up lak yo ' re mad at it an ' curse dem an ' think all de evil 

�· kin . An ' den yo ' dig a hole dere an ' yo ' bury dat on de left-hand side of 
.. �d at de fo ' k  where de fo ' ks meet .  An' aftah buryin ' it yo ' po ' watah on 
tz. ,o '  know , tub pack de groun ' down where dat kin ro t . An '  by de time dat 
..,ah rots , dose people ' ll begin tuh disagree , an ' in from three tuh nine days 
-'tab it rots , dey ' re separat ed . 

AD '  if yo ' wan ' tuh put dem tuhgethah , yo ' write dere names nine t imes an ' yo ' 
� it tuh yuh . Of co ' se de lady invo lved has tuh do dat huhself . She ha s  tub 
le told . An '  she writes ' er lovah ' s name nine t imes an ' huhs acrost  it , an ' she 
� it tuh ' er nine times . Den she turns it aroun ' an ' folds it small way , 
.._ way ; an '  turn it  aroun ' an ' fold it  to  ' er dis way . Den she takes it an ' 
� it on de right-hand side o f de road wit all good wishes . 

(rben what happens? ) 
Vell den aftah de same period of time , aftah from three tuh nine days aftah 

S£ rots , dis person ' ll become vi ' lently attached tuh ' er .  [Memphis , Tenn . , 
en> . 1574 : 3 . 1  

7209 . Many yeahs ago [ this happened] . An '  d is woman tole me . She wuz mah 
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fathah ' s s is tah . She tole me dat a man came from de country tuh de city an ' 
stopped wit a woman , yo ' know , an ' go t work heah an ' s tayed in de house wit ' er .  

Dat woman wanted ' im tuh s tay dere [ per
FORTUNETELLER OR MEDIUM AND LOVE RAND manently ] an ' dat man couldn ' t  git tuh 

' is wife . He couldn ' t  go home . So he 
talked tuh a frien ' an ' he says , "Don ' chew know ah ' ve got a wife an ' ah cain ' t 
go home . Evah time ah s tart tub go , i t  seems dat dere ' s  s omepin dat ah canno t 
go . "  

Well , dis man tole ' im  s omebody did s ompin tuh ' im. He tuk [ took] ' im some
whah whah he found out - some fortunetellah , ah guess or medium. 

Dey [ fortuneteller or medium] says , "Yes , dis woman has done somepin tuh yo ' 
tub keep yo ' . "  Says , " She has a bag sewed up in a flannel an ' she keeps it  ' roun ' 
' er laig . "  He says , " I f  yo ' kin git dat , yo ' kin git back tub yer wife . "  So dis 
woman had a way of settin ' up wit ' er laigs cro ssed , s o  Aunt Julia tole me .  So  
he  j is '  watched an ' had a penknife an ' he j is '  saw dat bag . An ' he clipped it 
an ' ran outa de house , an ' she woke up an ' right behind ' im . He flew.  An '  he 
took de train an ' went home tub ' is wife . She dashed aftah ' im fer evah inch o f  
' er life , but she didn ' t ketch ' im. 

(What did she have in that bag? ) 
Ah don ' t know whut wuz in dere . [Hoodoo has a hundred examples o f  what a 

woman or man can put in s imilar bags or hands . ] [Washington , D . C . , (624 ) , 800 : 1 . ] 
7210 . (All right . )  • [Ready to s tart . ]  
Ah had a pair o f  s ocks an ' ah had a undahsuit . Ah came from mah work an ' ah 

rolled it  up , ah couldn ' t  git in mah room, an ' ah j is '  shoved in between de 
screen an ' de do ' .  An '  ah left . When 

FORTUNETELLER CURES THROUGH POWER OF GOD ah come back , mah undahsuit an ' mah 
socks wuz gone . An '  ah do know whut 

taken place wit me aftah dat , an '  ah do know whut ah wuz told through fortune
tellahs . 

(All right , tell me all about it . )  
De fortunetellah told me dat ah were hurt in some a mah clothes . She did not 

say whut kinda clothes , but it fell back tub mah remembrance dat if ah wuz hurt , 
i t  mus t have b een mah undahsuit an ' mah so cks . 

(Well , how did you know you were hurt? Why did you go to this fortuneteller ? 
Did something happen to you? Were you s ick or something before you went to the 
fortuneteller? ) 

No , sir , ah wuzn' t sick den .  Ah wuz not sick den .  
(What did you go t o  that fortuneteller for? } 
Well , ah went tuh de doctor . Went tuh Natchez Mississ ippi Ho spital in [nine

teen ] thirty an ' ah s tayed ovah dere ' bout thirteen or s eventeen days . An '  de 
doctor seemly dey couldn ' t fin ' de complaint , whut wuz de mat tah wit me . He 
said dat ah wuz all right . Well , ah wtiz still sick . Well , ah decided in mah 
mind - ah hear ' d  de people talkin ' about hoodOos an ' witchcraft an '  fortune
te Z Zahs. It came tuh me in mah mind by a friend o f  mine , he said , "Why don ' 
chew go an ' see such-an ' -such a one? " He said , "Dey kin tell yo ' things . "  Well , 
ah decided tub go . Well , ah went tuh dem an ' dey told me dat ah wuz hurt through 
clothes . An ' ah as t dem, "Well , whut could yo ' do fer me? Could yo ' cure me ? "  
Dey tole me , "Yeah . "  Dey believe through de powah o f  God dat dey could cure me . 
An '  dey made me up a tea . Now, ah don ' know whut kinda tea it ' twuz , but any
way dey give _ da t  tuh me fer tub drink an ' ah drinked it an ' ah really hadn ' t rest 
fer [ so many ] night s .  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 795) , 1108 : 3 . ] 

7 2 1 1 .  A gamb Zin ' han ' [ the bes t ]  dat yo ' evah had , i f  yo ' wan ' a  gamb Zin ' 
han ' . Well , yo ' might go intuh a graveyard where dere somebody dat yo ' know 
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well , an ' dey been bur ied fo ' several days or  

GAMBLING RAND - GRAVEYARD - PERSON KNOWN 
DOG FINGER FROM - CLEAN IN MILK AT MIDNIGHT 
3 WITCHES RUNNING IN DE AIR 
SUPPER FOR THEM WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
TURTLE HEART - CELERY - 3 GRASSHOPPERS 
MAGIC MIRROR - NEW - NEVER LOOKED INTO 
BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE HAS 3 FORKS OR 3 CROSSES 

several yeahs , yo ' might say . 
Yo ' take dere fingah dey call a 
dog fingah. 
(Which is the dog finger? Point 
it out to me . 
finger? )  

Which is the dDg 

Here ' tis , right cheah [here] . 
(Well ,  which hand? )  
On d e  right han ' [ demons t rates ] .  
(All right , I see the index fin
ger of the right  hand . )  
Dat will b e  de right han ' dere . 
Dat i s  de third fingah from de 
front . 
(The middle finger , then , on the 
right hand ? )  
Dat i s  d e  thing . 
(All right , the middle finger . )  
All right . Den yo ' take dat fin
gab an ' clean de b one in milk -

git de li ' le b one out , but yo ' go tta do all dat work at twelve o ' clock at night . 
An '  yo ' f ind yo ' self dere when yo ' boilin '  dat . WHILE BOlLIN ' DAT BONE DERE , 
YO ' LL FIND YO ' SELF FEEL FEAHIN ' [ FEARING ] . WHUT AH MEAN BY MIS [ TERIOUS ? OR MIS
ERABLE 1 1 YO ' LL FEEL YO 1 SELF - YO ' LL FEEL WARM. AH DON '  CARE HOW COLD YO ' BE . 
YO ' KIN DO IT IN DE MIDDLE OF DE STREET , OR IN DE MIDDLE OF DE BANQUETTE [=SIDE
WALK IN NEW ORLEANS , LA. 1 OR IN DE YARD DERE ; AN '  IF IT BE COLD AS ICE , BUT YO ' LL 
FIND A GREAT HEAT RIGHT AROUN ' YO ' , BECUZ WE HAVE WHUT CHEW CALL THREE WIT CHES 
DAT RUNNIN ' IN DE AIR DERE . AN ' IF YO ' DEALIN ' WIT DEM, WHY DEN IT COMES HEAT . 
DEY ' LL BRING HELL FLAMES TUH DERESELF AN ' TUH YO ' . 

Yo ' are dealin ' wit dem. 
(Oh , I s ee ,  you ' re dealing with three witches . Oh , al l right . )  
An '  quite natchel , if ah ' m  dealin ' wit chew , yo ' have a right tuh go ovah 

dere an ' see aftah me [ see what I am doing ] . An '  y o ' are wit me . 
( I  see . )  

· 

Now , maybe all three of ' em come tuhgethah . An ' TUH GIT DEM [WITCHES ] , YO ' 
GOTTA SET A SUPPAH , A DINNAH . YO ' HAVE TUH MAKE A DINNAH , AN '  DE DINNAH WHICH 
DEY EAT ' LL BE A TURTLE HEART . 

(A t urt le heart . )  
An '  one thing again would be cel ' ry whut chew eat aroun ' - make salad . 
( Cele ry? ) 
Yo ' d  git  cel ' ry . An' we have one thing , which de nex ' would be , three grass

hoppahs . Yo ' d  have tuh put do se things in yuh mouth , dat is , tuh make de suppah ; 
cuz yo ' couldn ' t  make de dinnah if yo ' wouldn ' t  do dat . An ' in othah words , yo ' 
hardly kin make de dinnah in de wintahtime . Yo ' have tuh make it in de summah ,  
becuz we haven ' t  much gras shoppahs who run in de wintah . Yo ' undahs tand? 

(I  unders tand . )  
An '  aftah dis suppah is  made an ' is star t ed , yo ' would fin ' dem. Yo ' would 

take a glass [mirror ] ,  but yo ' - dat glas s have tuh be bran ' new , dat nobody 
nevah look intuh it . 

(A looking-glass ? )  
Yes , s ir .  An ' yo ' could see dem lookin ' intuh dere aftah yo ' begin tuh eat . 

Yo ' kin see three people but chew couldn' t recognize yo ' self , but chew dere . 
But chew cain ' t reco gnize yo ' self , but chew see three people ; but chew dere , but 
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chew don ' t see yo ' self . Yo ' wouldn ' t coun t  yo ' self ' cuz yo ' cain ' t  see yo ' self . 
But chew see three people dere , but one o f  dem dere i s  yo ' , Den yo ' see upset 
one person , den dat ' ll be de dragon . He look very proud , very nice-lookin ' fel
lah , s tandin'  right dere but den he ' s  a destroying angel .  Dat ' s  de truth ah ' m  
tellin '  yo ' . Den , aftah dat yo ' won ' t see nuthin dere . Evahthin ' disappeah 
from dis glas s .  Den yo ' able den fo ' tuh go on an ' do anythin ' whut chew wanta 
do . 

( I  see . They ' ll call the witches . 
things . )  

Why certainly . 

After that you use your power to do these 

(Well ,  what about using that bone? What do you do wi th that b one , now? ) 
Well , whichevah bone dat dey call de middZe bone . Many people , if dey know 

whut de bone is , dey kin find it , dat is , in de b lack cat , wit ' out goin ' tuh 
work an ' takin ' i t an ' us in '  dem all ;  but some people by not knowin ' ,  dey ' ll 
have tub use all of dem until dey gi t tub de right one . But , de sense , if yo ' 
know whut de right bone is , yo ' kin go right tub i t an ' git it . Maybe yo ' might 
mis s one , but yo ' ll git de nex ' one an ' dat ' ll be it . Undahs tand ? An ' dat bone 
carries three fo ' ks [ forks ] . Dat is , three j ' ints tuh i t .  Whut ah mean by three 
j ' ints , three rows , an ' yo ' ll find between de edges of de bone , yo ' ll find three 
crosses . Dat ' s suppos ed tuh be main powah . An ' yo ' fin '  dat dey use dat in more 
Mason lod ge and Odd Fellahs , lotsa people do , tuh do dere work . [New Orleans , 
La . , (861) , 1374 : 7  to 137 5 : 4 . ] 

7 21 2 .  [Two weeks after margin ti tle RATTLESNAKE OIL received its typing for 
the printer ' s photographic pro ce ss and had been followed by other material in 
final page form, I found the miss ing page mentioned in line s  24-26 , page 3098 , 

GILES - A ROOT DOCTOR - MAKES RATTLESNAKE OIL 
WASHES HANDS - MAGIC MIRROR - DIAGNOSTIC RITE 

volume 4 .  Here it is : ]  
(This is Tuesday , June 29 , 19 3 7 , 
working in Charleston , b eginning 
the morning ' s work , testing the 
machine . In case I lose these 
s lips [of paper ] in my note book 

[ later called Numbers Book , a book numbering each info rmant and making a comment 
about him]  wri tten out by Doator D .  Giles , root  doctor , Number 512 . [Her e ]  is 
his recipe for making rattlesnake oi Z .  Calls [ for a] bot tle of mint 10¢ ,  witch 
hazel 10¢ , sassafras roo t 10¢ . That makes snake oi Z . ) 

[As the reader can see , I am tes ting the stylus by repeating what Doator Giles 
had s aid the day before j us t  in case I los t  the slip or slips o f  paper he had 
written out . He had not been the last informant o f  the preceding day . ] 

Now , for [ the bath or the ano inting you ] strip [ take o ff clothing ] , put two 
[both ]  hands back of the head , [ then] wash hands in [ sas safras ] roo t  water [wash
ing ] forwards [ that is , away from you] . Turn over [ hands and wash other side ] . 
Ge t glas s [ a  mirror ] and hold hands before mirror , and [ i f ]  they get black , why 
you are all right [ a  spell has not been put on you] ; if they don ' t [ get black ] 
why you are not [ all right ] .  [ This is  merely one of many methods o f  diagnosis 
used by doctors ; see DIAGNOSIS , pp . l65-217 , especial ly MIRROR , p . l93  and the 
danger o f looking into i t . ] [To end this rite ] put glas s [mirror ] over hand and 
spell root , spell root three times - R-0-0-T . 

(Another root doctor says [not R-0-0-T but ] M-0-N-0-T-O-N-Y or i t  looks like 
monotony . Don ' t think I ' ve ever heard i t  before . [After repeat ing the word 
three times ] the little [hand mirror ] answers , "I  live [ by the power of God or  
something similar ] . " ) [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , ( 512 ) , 604 : 3 . ] 

7213 . Ah ' m purt ty shure ' bout dat becuz ah ' m  cons tant comin ' in contact wit 
s omepin lak dat .  Maybe it b e  ratt lesnake mastah , High John de Conkah an ' Low 
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John de Conkah , wild sprig of Sweet John - some people call it S t .  John . Dat ' s 
ain ' t evahbody knows , but dey would know , yo ' know , whut color it has . Git chew 
dos e ,  yo ' know , five or six tuhgethah , an ' den have real good gin . Three times 

a week . An ' red flannel .  
GLOVER - THE CHARLESTON DOCTOR AGAIN 
MAKES A JOB HAND - TELLS AN EXPERIENCE 

(You take red flannel . I see . You get 
this good gin then? ) 
Yes , sir . Yo ' know , yo ' don ' sew it . 

Be sure no t tub sew it becuz in sewin ' , why yo ' might stick de needle in de roots 
don ' t chew know. Yo ' don ' wan ' a  sew wit de needle becuz dat is s teel , unlessen 
yo ' wan ' a  include somepin in it . But chew fold it  up propahly tight an ' yo ' ro ll 
with b lack thread [ demons trates ] .  

(And you roll it  towards you . ) 
An '  don ' t  make no knot . Ro ll it an ' carry de ends loose . Yo ' know , don ' t ie 

a kno t . IF YO ' TIE A KNOT , WHY YUH WORK IS BROKEN . An ' whenevah yo ' go out 
lookin ' fer a j ob ,  why , when yo ' dress , take it [ this hand] in yuh hand befo ' yo ' 
left de house . Yo ' be  on hand an ' made de wish lak yo ' desires , an ' take dat 
[hand] an ' put it back intuh whatevah pocket yo ' carry it an ' den yo ' wipe it 
right down tub yuh wai st  [privates ] three times . An ' ah don ' ci [ care ] if dey 
don ' t hire anybody else on de j ob ,  yo ' will be  hired . 

(You will be hired ? ) 
Cuz dat ' s  not takin ' advantage o f  no one . [ 59 7 : 5 . ] 
Whut ah learned ah learned from a well-learned man , great-experienced man , 

an '  who really did delivah de goods . 
(Where , by the way , did you learn? ) 
Part o f  wha t ah learned , in Jamaica . 
(Oh , in Jamaica . Where were you born? ) 
Born and reared right in this city . 
(Oh , you were born in this city . ) 
But ah wuz travelin ' at large aroun ' de Bahamas and down de British West  

Indies as  far  as Kings ton , Jamaica . Ah begin tub practice wit a girl , whut ah 
supposed tub b e  a girl , but ah found she wuz a woman . She really could do 
things . An ' d ey wuz so simp le an ' so - lak it wuz impossible . 

(Where was this ? Where was this girl? ) 
In the Bahamas . 
(Oh , she was down in the Bahamas? ) 
And dat ' s  all right . An ' ah come on up an ' came tub Kings ton , Jamaica , an ' 

ah f ound many mor e .  Dey could meet chew an ' look yo ' up an ' down , an ' dey could 
do certain things , an '  tuhmorrah yo ' d  be as crazy as a fool . An '  ah wasn ' t  sat
isfied until ah learned dat . An '  de thing tub do , yo ' know , wuz tub git right 
intuh ' em. Aftah ah could git dem tub undahs tand me [my English ]  an ' ah undah
s tand dem. An ' dey simply do dis • .  Ah tried dat out while it wuz no t mah desire , 
an '  ah tried dat out an ' ah found it true tub de lettah .  

(Well , did you learn all these things in the West Indies , o r  have you learned 
some o f  them .in this country? ) 

In dis country . Now , dis partic ' lah thing is de question dat chew as t me 
' bout takin ' a person ' s track tuh harm ' em .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (514 Doctor 

GLOVER ADDS A MEASURING-OF-BODY RITE 
FROM TOP OF HEAD TO BOTTOMS OF FEET - TYING 
5 KNOTS : NECK - WAI ST - KNEES - ANKLES - SOLES 

Glover ) 597 : 5  and 594 : 1 . ] 
7 2 14 . Dat whut chew call tyin ' 
down. Dey ' ll wait until de man 
come in an '  go tub sleep , an ' 
dey git a bran ' -new ball of  cot

ton yarn an ' put s  it on de ins ide o f  de baid , where de man gotta sleep . Why dey 
measure from de tip of ' is haid tub de sole of ' is feet . Tie a knot tub de neck , 
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an ' tie a knot tuh de wai s t , an '  tie a knot tuh de knees , an ' tie a knot tuh de 
ankles , an ' tie one tuh de sole o f  yuh feet [ 5  knots ] .  An ' den dey take dat an ' 
dey care [ carry ] it undah de baid tuh de s ide dat he sleeps on an ' t ie i t ,  yo ' 
know , undah de springs wit de two ends tuhgethah double . Tie it right undah 
where [ demons trates ] .  Dis part o f  de body . 

(Near the b ackside? )  
Yes . Dat keeps 1 im down , dat keep ' em  from runnin ' aroun ' . [ Charleston ,  S .  

Car . , ( 5 14) , 599 : 5 . ] [For more material by Doator Glover ,  see pp . 2258-2259 ; 

DOCTOR GLOVER ' S PRECEDING MEASURING RITE DANGEROUS 
IF DONE BY AN AMATEUR INSTEAD OF A DOCTOR 

No . ll2 , p . 4 1 ;  No . 27 2 , p . 7 9 ; 
and No . 335 , p . 9 9 . ] 
7215 . If  she measure a man 
while he layin ' down in baid 
alive , well ins ide of at 

takah ' imself will be measurin' 
{What do you mean , measuring 
Well , he ' d be daid , 

leas t a year ' s  t ime de undah
dat man fer a casket [ coffin ] . He really will . 
him how? ) 

(Well , how would she measure him? ) 
[ I  am asking for details . ] 
I f  she measured ' im from haid tuh foot wit a kinda extension rule , well he ' d  

b e  daid in a yeah ' s  t ime .  [Jacksonville , Fla . , (562) , 700 : 5 . ] 
7216 . Git de width of yore body [ demonstrates ] .  Git a cotton s tring lak dat 

an' put nine knots in it , an ' take it out an ' tie it tuh a tree , or somp in else 
[ fence , etc. ] .  An ' when dat s tring ro ts or comes apar t , why it ' ll cuz yo ' tuh 
fall in s ickness or prob ' ly dead sometime . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (124 0) , 2110 : 14 . ] 

7217 . Dey say dat i f  yo ' ord ' nar ' ly measure a person whils t dey is  layin ' 
down sleep in '  from t ime tuh time ,  dat ' ll cuz dere health tuh come bad an ' lotsa 
times will cuz dem tuh lose dere life . 

(Well , how do they measure you? )  
Jis ' measure dem a s  though yo ' s tandin ' up . Yo ' five feet e ight o r  f ive feet 

ten , Jis ' take yo ' measure , an' yo ' go ' way [ demons trat es ] . 
(What do they do with that measure , have you any idea? ) 
Well , dey tote dat aroun ' in dere pocke t .  Evah time dey takes dat measure 

dey tote it aroun ' . 
(Do they us e  a different string or the same string? ) 
De same tape [measur e ] . [ St . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (983) , 1591 : 15 . ] 
7218 . Well dey go tuh de s tore an ' git dese wire nails . Ah calls ' em t ins 

[made of tin or tenpenny? ] .  An ' dey g i t  de lengt '  o f  de man an ' de lengt ' of  de 
woman , from up here at de � all de way down tuh de foot . Well den wrap dat 
man tuh yuh lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

(Wrap this length - the s tring around to you , all around this nail . ) 
Yes ,  de s tring tuh yuh lak dat , aroun ' dis nail clean until yo ' wrap it right 

even wit de point . Den yo ' take i t  an '  nail it  right down in de centah o f  yuh 
do ' an ' make yuh wishes . Yo ' say , "Jis ' as ah drive dis nail down heah ah means 
fer yo ' tuh stay here . "  An '  he go in ' stay dere.  How ah know ab out dat , ah got 
mah husban ' nailed down right now. Dat ' s how ah know. 

(Now , you say • • •  ) 
[ I  am interrup ted . ] 
Right  now .  
(Well ,  does i t  work? Well , how did you get h is length? ) 
While he asleep . Ah got one fer me an ' one fer ' im  nailed right in de centah 

of de do ' . 
(And you wrap both these s trings together right around the nail? )  
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Tuh yuh , wrap ' is tuh yuh an ' yours tuh yuh , too . An ' den when yo ' wrap down 
tuh de bottom of  de nail , stick it r ight down tuh de centah of de dO ' , an' hit it 
nine t imes an ' let de ninth lick drive it up tuh de haid . 

(In the wood ? )  
In de wood . 
(In wrapping these strings around , do you wrap them both together or first one 

and then the other? ) 
No , wrap de man ' s firs t , den mine . [Norfolk , Va . , {486) , 516 : 1 . ] 
7219 . (You say you used to say your prayers? )  
Yes , sir . Ah believe in God , ah trust in Him. Yo ' know , God Himself • • •  
[ I  turn off my recording machine too quickly . ]  
(What did you say about God? ) 
God , Himself , wuz de bes t hoodoo evah wuz known . [Madam Collins o f  Memphis , 

Tenn . , says something s imilar : De sac"Pifice dat yo ' offer up tuh Jesus removes 
de "t"Pick, " fo ' he is de "trick" 

GOD, HIMSELF, WUZ DE BEST HOODOO EVAH WUZ KNOWN giver an ' de "t"Pick" taker 
(p . 994 , line 6 fol . from bottom 

of page) . ]  Yo ' have tub have faith intuh mos ' anythin ' yo ' go intuh . If dere ' s  
no faith , dere ' s  very l i ' le hopes , an ' yo ' have tub put God in front . Now , He ' s  
de Supreme Being of  de world , an ' certainly in dis life we have tub use God ; but 
if we don ' t ,  we cain ' t  git along . If it wasn ' t  fo ' Him , we couldn ' t breathe , den 
we couldn ' t live . He mus t  open de way fo ' us , give us our health an ' s trength . 
[New Orleans , La . , (876) , 1436 : 5 . ] 

7220 . An '  a girl , she wuz wantin ' tub leave . She wuz goin ' tub leave me lak 
on a Friday evenin ' an ' ah wuz lovin ' ' er real hard an ' ah didn ' t wan ' ' er tub 

go . She wuz goin ' tuh leave me an ' ah didn ' t 
GRAVEYARD DIRT TO HOLD PERSON wan ' ' er tuh go . So ah goes tuh a man [ doctor ] 

an ' he tells me tub go ahead an ' go tub a grave
yard befo ' dat dat mawnin ' an '  git some dirt from undah - from off  a man ' s breast , 
right off ' is heart , an ' put it  in a piece of  flannel cloth ; an ' go tub a grave 
where a woman hadn ' t been long died an ' git some dirt offa her heart . An ' den 
take it [both dirts ]  an ' sew it up in a piece of red flannel cloth an ' tote it 
on me . Tie it on mah lef ' s ide , an ' he guarantee dat she wouldn ' t  leave . An '  
ah did dat an ' she didn ' t go nowhere . 

Yo ' kin take �aveyard dirt an '  go tub a s tream of runnin ' watah an ' turn 
yore b ack an ' throw it upstream, cro st yore lef ' shouldah , an ' if dey wanted tuh 
go s ome place dey couldn ' t  go . 

(Well , wouldn ' t  you do something else , use someone ' s  hair or something o f  
that sort ? )  

[ Informant ignores my leading question . ]  
Dat if  ah wuz in love wit somebody an ' she wuz fixin ' tub leave , an '  prob ' ly 

ah would heah dat , an ' couldn ' t  git ' er not tub leave , an ' ah could git some 
graveyard dirt an ' go tuh any s tream o f  runnin ' watah , an ' turn mah b ack an ' 

throw it behin'  me upstream.  An '  she wouldn ' t  wanta leave , she can ' t go . 
(You don ' t say anything while you are doing it? ) 
[Again my leading ques t ion is  ignored . ]  
No sub , not anything at all .  Jis ' go by yo ' self an ' throw i t  crost yore left 

shouldah , an '  she ' ll stay dere . [ The intention of the rite is sufficient here . ] 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (142 9 ) , 25 7 6 : 5  & 2 5 7 9 : 7 . ] 

7 2 2 1 .  Well , ah ' ve heard ' em say dat if  yo ' boo tleggin ' an ' yo ' wanta keep de 
law away from yuh hous e ,  yo ' git out soon in de mawnin ' .  Yo ' take incense .  Yo ' 
kin buy dat , an ' yuh burn dat , but here ' s de nex ' thing yo ' kin do dat ah suggest 
dan incense . Yo ' kin take an ' go tub work an ' git dat dirt whut ah suggest tuh 
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yuh . 
(What dirt ? ) 
Soon in de mawnin' dat chew go out an ' yo ' mix up . 
(What dirt ? )  

D e  dirt dat chew g o  an '  s tand on . Aftah yo ' make dis dirt , aftah yo ' make i t  
up in a mixture.  Yo ' understand . All right , an ' yo ' s tand on it , an ' yo ' reach 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - EAST SIDE OF HOUSE DIRT YOU STAND ON 
THESE TWO DIRTS SCATTER WITH SALT WHILE 

CIRCUMAMBULATING HOUSE WITH NAMES AND INCANTATION 

chew call , whut 
cial s . 

(I see . )  

ah told choo ' bout dose twelve head o f  

down an ' yo ' git some of  
dat dirt . All right . 
An ' aftah yo ' reach some 
from undah de bottom o f  
yuh feet - dis i s  whut 

dose officials , high offi-

But yo ' mus ' call twelve high officials in de city which yo ' live in - names , 
yo ' mus ' call dere names . An ' yo ' put dis dirt in dis pan an ' den yo ' brings dis 
pan back . [Then you ]  goes tuh de graveyard an ' git some dirt outa de graveyard . 
An '  den yo ' takes dat salt an ' yo ' sprinkle dat salt ovah dis dirt . An '  as yo ' 
take dis dirt soon in de mawnin ' , den de nex ' mawnin ' ' f� ' de sun rise , yo ' go 
all de  way roun ' yuh house an ' sprinkle dis dirt an ' say , "As ah cast dis dirt 
out , ah wants tuh cas t  [ then call some of those officials ' names ] from dis groun ' 
dat ah stand on . "  An ' dey won ' t - yo ' won ' b e  worried wit ' em .  

(Will you tell me that s tory again - over again - you told in the b eginning 
about s tanding out in a certain part o f  the house and calling tho s e  names . I 
don ' t qui te remember that . )  

[This was a part o f  the s tory told before r ecording began . ] 
All right • .  Here it is . Yo ' go tuh de east side o f  de house - de eas t side , 

now - an ' yo ' dig dis dirt [ the dirt upon which you stand ] . Yo ' make it up j is '  
lak yo ' wuz makin ' a bread ; git it  good an ' crumbly an ' soft , yo ' see , an ' - but 
choo mus ' s tand . Yo '  want me tuh show yo ' how tuh s tand? 

(Yes . )  
Ah ' ll show yuh [ demonstrates ] . See? Yo ' mus ' - aftah yo ' git yuh dirt made 

up good , an ' all , den yo '  stand upon it  lak dis [demons t rates ] . See ? 
(With your shoes on? ) 
Wit yuh shoes on . 
( I  see . All right . )  
Yo ' s tand upon i t .  An ' see , when yo ' standin ' upon i t ,  yo ' supposed tuh be 

standin'  on de high officials ' heads , becuz dey comes from dus t , accordin ' tuh 
de Bible . An ' den yo ' reach down an ' yo ' take • • •  [ !  interrupt ] . 

(Well , didn ' t you say some thing about calling names or something? ) 
Call twelve o f  dese names o f  de high officials in dis town ,  o r  in de town yo ' 

live . Ah wouldn ' t  know whut dose names is . 
(I  see . Wel l ,  go on again with the s tory . ) 
In de town yo ' live , see . Yo ' call twelve high of ficials - rul in' powahs in 

dat town - an' yo ' git dat dirt . An ' whenevah yo ' gits dat dirt from right undah 
de bottom - de sole of yuh feet - yo ' put i t  in dis pan .  An ' den yo ' takes dis 
pan an ' yo ' goes directly from dere tuh de cemetery an ' yo ' gits some d irt offa 
de daid body .  An '  yo ' put dat in dere an ' yo ' mix it wi t dat whut choo go t from 
de eas t s ide o f  yuh house .  An '  aftah yo ' d o  dat , yo ' go tuh d e  table - tuh yuh 
tab le or wherevah yuh salt is  - an ' yo ' git some s al t  an ' put in it . An ' yo ' po 
[ pour ] dat salt in it an ' den de nex '  mawnin ' yo ' git up soon ' fo '  de daylight , 
den go out an ' yo ' throw dis aroun ' yuh house an ' yo ' say ,  "As ah throw dis 
salt" - j is '  throw i t  out - "dat good f� ' nuthin , aftah he [ salt ] done losed [ lost] 
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his savor , but tuh be tramp led undah de f e e t s  o f  men. " An '  den yo • call some o f  
dose twelve of ficials , high officials , an ' yo ' won ' t need worry . 

{ I see . He would go away , no t make him move . )  
Yes , keep from makin ' yo ' move or keep from any o f ficer [ keep any officer 

away ] - anything . 
{Keep the officers away? ) 
Yeah , away from your hous e .  
{Trouble o f  any kind ? ) 
Dat ' s troub le of  any kind . 
{I  see . ) [Vicksburg ,  Mis s . ,  { 7 73) , 1062 : 1 . ] 
7 2 2 2 . [My memorable trip to visit  Madam Griffin I mention in the IntPOduction 

to volume 1 ,  p . XXIX. She had a tremendous reputat ion , a well-deserved one , · as 

GRIFFIN : MADAM GRIFFIN AND AUTHOR ESTIMATE 
HUMBER OF HER BLACK AND WHITE CUSTOMERS 

you can s ee from my incomplet e in
terview o f  her on pages 1309-1314 . 
I say incomp lete b ecaus e  there were 
constant int errup t ions and she was 

already tiring , though i t  was only late morning . A white woman had preceded me . 
Behind me waited a numb er o f  automobiles f illed wi th people .  And we were out in 
the country - out in the middle of nowhere .  What faith these mortals  have ! Was 
her name Griffith or Griffin or something on ei ther side or in between? Surely 
the mythological beas t that fl ies suits better a woman who could call spirits to 
her presence and send them out on spe cial missions . ]  

{ [ The number o f  people ] seeing you all the t ime - I saw this whit e woman this 
.arning come in . How many colored people and white peop le [ do you see ] ?  What 
is the p roport ion? I mean , do you have two colored to the one white person , or 
do you have one white person to one co lored person? How do es the proportion 
run? ) 

[ Sorry for my confusing ques tions . I was in a confusing atmosphere !  Bes ides , 
I sti ll had much to learn . ] 

All de same . Do all de same . 
fer a colored . 

Jis ' whut ah ' d  do fer a white person , ah ' d do 

{No , I mean in numbers , the people who come here in the day to see you . How 
.any would b e  colored and how many would b e  white? ) 

Well , sometimes ah have 25 of white and sometimes ah have 50 o f  colored . Now , 
las t  Saturday ah had 80  odd peop le an ' ah wuz so tired ah d idn ' t know whut tuh do. 

(Eight what ? )  
80 odd . Well , dey wuz 1 5  o f  dem whi te . 
[ Eighty persons on Saturday in summer surely represents an estimat ion or count 

of persons presen t , but not all of them would have had fortunes t old . Some of 
them came along for the ride . Remember , Madam Griffin ,  a grown girl during the 
Civil War , was past 80 in 1937 . After two intervening rites , I ask her how a man 
could keep other men away from his wife . Here i s  her an swer : ] 

Be m.esses i t .  
(What does he dress i t  with? ) 
Well , he goes an '  gits some s tuff from de drug s tore - yo ' kin do dat , from 

de drug s tore - an ' he playin ' wit ' er lak he ' s  playin '  wi t ' er .  Dress ' er so 
aobody else can ' t fool wit ' er ,  it will be s o  tight . 

(What will he get at the drug s tore ?  What sort o f  s tuff would be get there? ) 
It ' s  called s lick ee l ,  somep in lak dat . [Here i s  fur ther evidence that the 

�oo drug s tore used a pharmacopoeia unknown to normal pharmacology ! Stick 
eel? Does she mean s lippery as an ee l ? ]  [ Out in the country from Norfolk , Va . ,  
(494a) , 537 : 1+4 . ] 

7223.  Say lak a hoodoo come tuh yuh hous e . Ah could stop any hoodoo , know 
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how tub s top i t .  Git choo fo ' - yo ' know runnin ' grapevines run up a t r ee - yo ' 
git choo fo ' .  Cut fo ' pieces o ff about so long [ demonstrates ] . 

HOODOO KEPT AWAY - GRAPEVINE CROSS OVER DOOR 
(Four inches long . ) 
Take yo ' fo ' pieces an ' yo ' cross 
' em.  Yo ' take ' em in de house an ' 

yo ' cross ' em . Take a nail an '  tack ' em tuhgethah an ' cross  ' em . An ' hang ' em 
ovah yuh do ' .  An '  dere ain ' t no hoodoo will walk undah dem . 

(You take four o f  them [ pieces 4 inches long]  and nail them in a cro s s , like 
that [ I  demons trate ] ,  and put them over the door . ) 

Dere ain ' t no hoodoo comin ' in , he ' ll turn back . 
[ Is the grapevine run up a tree an American wild grape or the sauppernong (a 

form o f muscadine) trained as a tree with branches spreading in all directions 
on an overhead trellis ? In any cas e , a hoodoo fears either being whipped b y  the 
vine or its form o f  the cross . Doator Frank Hall says a b ath with the j uice from 
the fox grapevine will cure witchcra ft (see No . l304 , p . 44 7 ) . There ar e two in
digenous fox grapevines in America , the northern (Vitia Zabrusaa) , ances tor of 
variet ie s  Concord , I sabella , etc . , and the s outhern (V. rotundifoZia) , origin of 
the scuppernong . ] [New Orleans , La . , (807) , 1132 : 3 . ]  

7224 . Well , ah don ' know how ah go t it in me . A lady brought me a p iece of 
fish an ' she claim ,  "Mah husban ' j is '  caught dis fish . "  An ' she said , "It ' s  al
ready salt an '  peppahed . "  Yo ' know ah always look at mah f oo d  an ' ah said , "My ,  

de grains o f  peppah are large . "  She said , "Oh,  
"HOODOO LADY" PRESCRIBES REMEDY dear , dat ' s  all right , j is '  go ahaid an ' eat 

it . "  So ah washed some of it o f f , see , an ' it 
all s tuck so close , ah . couldn ' t  git it o f f .  So anyway , ah said , well ah ' ll try 
de fish , ' cuz ah couldn ' t eat nuthin but fish an ' chicken . An ' ah ate dis f ish . 
An ' ah had no more den finished eat in ' it when ah j is '  drew up in knots , cramp 
knots , an ' ah fell tuh de floo r , an ' mah heart s tart tub palp itatin ' very fas t . 
An '  ah tole mah mo thah , ah said , "Ah cain ' t  live wit dis cramp . " 

An '  so she went aftah anothah lady , one dem HOODOO LADIES . She called ' er .  
An ' she tole mah mothah tub go right away an ' git me a p int [ o f ]  milk . Dat help
ed me some . An ' den she fixed me some mus tard watah an ' - but de only thing ah 
knew dat cured me wuz a fresh aig [ probably from a black hen ] . [ Washington ,  D . C . , 

HUMPADEE OF RICHMOND - MY FIRST WOMAN DOCTOR 
LEFT ARM SWEAT - ON GREASY DISH RAG - HUMAN MILK 

(645) , 838 : 12 . ] 
7 2 2 5 . [ This woman was called 
Humpadee [ = Humpty ] without 
the Dumpty b ecause of her 

great size . As an unconscious defensive mechanism , she laughed from the moment 
she entered the room until she lef t . Hers was an agile mind . Later I would meet 
two women of similar size : A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE (No . l 2 5 7 )  in Savannah , Ga . ,  pp . 
1268-1 2 7 6 , and THE LAUGHING DOCTOR ( 1125 ) of Waycross , Ga . ,  pp . l4 70-1500 . ]  

She kin take de milk outa huh b reast an ' when he come in fah [ for ]  eatin ' food , 
j oo know , she j is ' put dis right in ' is co ffee or in ' is tea , an ' make a wush 
[wish] . Well , afo ' [ = afore c befor e ]  she do it , she got tab take an ' grease 
huh dis rag - listen at me good - grease huh dis rag in lahd [ lard ] w ' ah [what ] 
she cook wi t .  Den aftah greasin ' in lahd , she got� rub i t  undah huh lef ' ahm 
[ arm ] . Git all dat stench from undah ' eah [ heah ] wipe de cup wit it . Den aftah 
she wipe his cup out , den she milk ' uh breast in ' ere , j is ' put so many drops 
[ numb er no t given ] . Dat ' ll make him love huh an ' keep ' im dere [ in her house]  
too . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (404) , 358 : 9 . ] [ For 2 other rites o f  hers ,  see No . l338 , 
p . 453 , and No . l711 , p . 5 21 . ] 

7226 . Git diff ' ren ' kinda stuff an ' put it in a bo t tle , an ' take dem matches 
an '  put it in dere aftah dat stuff is strong enough - j i s '  lak • • •  
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[I interrupt to rename some of the ingredients 
mentioned before recording began . ] 

HOW TO MAKE ONE TYPE OF JOMO (You t ake camphor gum and Lis terine and? )  
An '  b 1uestone , lodestone , s teel dus t .  Put all 
dat s tuff in dere an '  mix ' um ;  mash it , yo ' see . 

Dat gits s trong , yo ' see . Dat cut s  dem matches , yo ' see . Yo ' shake it  up , yo ' 
see , an '  it sparks - j is ' sparks . Slap it down . Evah t ime yo ' shake it up , 
it ' ll spark . 

(What will that do for you? ) 
Dat gits choo luck fo ' a man whut gambles , yo ' s ee . 
(What do they call that in this part of the country? ) 
Call it  a Joe Mo - Joma . 
(A Jomo , I see . ) 
Yeah , dat ' s  a Jom5 . [A j omo is a hand, a Zuckpieae , a toby , a guard , etc . ] 

[Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 2 5 ) , 996 : 6 . ] 
7 2 2 7 . Now , dat wus experience too , becuz ah had a lovah ' bout fifteen or 

.0' yeahs ago an ' he went away , an ' ah didn ' t know whut become o f  ' im .  An '  he 
always say if he evah 

liNG OF THE WORLD - A  ROOT - AT CROSSROAD - 9 NIGHTS went away he wus gon ' a  
write me . An ' ah sure 

loved dis man . Ah wus young den , yo ' s ee .  An ' when he went away ah didn ' t know 
vbere he wus . Ah seen ' is fr ien ' an ' he says he didn ' t  know where he wus , he 
said , but he hear ' d  he wus gone tub Chicago . An ' ah said , "Whut in de world 
Frank wanta go ' way dere? �' An '  ah said , "Well , do yo '  know anybody kin bring 
' im  back?"  He says , "No , ah don ' t know enybody . "  "Well , "  he say , "yo ' kin go 
tub Berkley [home of hoodoo doctors and fortunetellers ] "  he said , "but why don ' t 
chew learn some things yuhself ? "  Ah said , "Well , dere is nuthin ah kin learn . 
Dey do so much tub me , ah ' m  always got tub go tuh somebody tuh gi t cured mah
sel. f . " An ' he say , "Well , ah tell yuh , "  he says , "kin yo ' git any King of de 
ilozold? " Ah says , "Yes , ah gue s s  ah could ordah some . "  He say , "Well , yo ' kin 
&it some High John de Conkah ? "  Ah said , "Well , certainly . "  Ah wus in No ' th 
d' lina but who tub git  it  from ah don ' know . An '  he say , "Well , git some a 
dat an ' " he say ,  "fo ' nine nights , " he say , "when daid hours of  de night , when 
-.,body stirrin ' much , "  he says , "fin '  de fo ' ks of  de road durin ' de daytime dat 
J'O' know won ' t nobody disturb yo ' • " An ' , he says , "Yo ' go dere nine nights . 
1'0 '  nine nights yo ' go dere an ' call Frank Glas gow by ' is name . "  An ' , he say , 
"Yo' chew dis [ root ] an ' den rub it in yuh hands , "  he says , "an ' press yuh hand , 
yah right hand ovah yuh heart an ' , "  he said , "an '  call ' im  nine times evah night 
fO' de nine nights . "  An '  he s ay ,  "Yo ' see won ' t Frank come home . "  

well ,  ah didn ' t  have much faith in dat  but ah gon� an ' did dat . An ' I ' d  go 
oat nights . Ah go an ' found a place . An '  ah ' d  go out nights an ' it seemed ah 
could j is '  see Frank , yo ' know. Fo ' ah didn ' t have any othah frien ' but ' im an ' 
.. .  d go out an ' call ' im an ' ah would cry an ' go out . So ah tole de man one day, 
* say , "Ah r eckon ah cried so much ah run ' im  away . " He say ,  "Oh yo ' mus ' not 
cry , "  he said , "dat won ' t  take no ' feet , "  he said , "but chew do dat .  An ' lemme 
tell yo ' ,  ah declare it  will do good . "  

An '  one Sat iday night ah wus j is '  come from de j ob an ' ah wus busy tryin ' tuh 
clean mah room,  an ' somebody rang de doorb ell . An '  ah said , "Who come?"  He say , 
-cJne . "  Dat ' s whut he say ,  foolin ' me , yo '  know. Ah say ,  "Who is one ? "  Ah don '  
t:.:N no 1 nor 2 . "  He say ,  "Come an ' see me . "  Well , ah left d e  room alone an ' go 
.. down [ s tairs ] tuh de do ' an ' seen . It wus Frank Glasgow s tandin ' at de do ' .  
Aa' oh, ah wuz so glad . Ah wuz j is '  ovahrej oicin ' . Ah j is '  broke down an ' went 
t.h cryin ' . An ' ah wus thinkin ' of dat , an ' so s ince den ah always think of dat . 
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Ah don ' t fo ' git it . 
[Our info rmant gave three o ther good storie s , warmly and vibrantly human : 

No . 86 7 , pp . 305-306 , handb ills and Professor Purvis ; No . 888 , pp . 319-321 , Vander 
(her s econd husband) bi t me and b lack chicken manure ( the locus clas sicus for 
teeth dropping out ) ; and No . 3068 , pp . 889-891 , Doator Armour of Berkley ( the home 
o f  doators and fortunetellers) ,  This elderly woman , with experience o f  the hoodoo 
world , tells an exc ellent s tory . She b elongs to black folk-literature . ]  [ New
port News , Va . , (482) , 5 08 : 5 . ] 

7 22 8 .  [ I  met a galaxy o f  doators in Charleston , 
cient experience to handle them. Two years later I 

S .  Car . , before I had suffi
would have been better pre-

MA.GUIN OR SAN MONGAIN - A DOCTOR OF CHARLESTON 
IF FOOT TRACK IN GRAVEYARD - DIRTY WATER UNDER HOUSE 
BURN DRAGON1 S BLOOD AT MIDNIGHT IN OLD SHOE 
LET GUM-BUSH STAY IN HOUSE 3 DAYS AND BURN 
FOR SPEU. ON PERSON ' S HAIR - ANOINTS 3 MORNINGS WITH 
URINE - SALT - RED PEPPER - VINEGAR - KEROSENE 
FI GHT SPELLCASTER AND DRAW BLOOD 

pared . Moreover the 
weather was excessively 
hot and the hotel rooms 
noisy at night . There 
was little res t .  The fol
lowing doator , Maguin or 
San Mongain was rather 
strange . At that t ime 

were ! This man has already appeared in : No . l221 , 
p . 50 7 ; and No . 2209 , p . 629 . ] 

I thought all of them 
p . 434 ; No . l417 , p . 464 ; No . l638 , 

(Well , now , how would a person harm me if they got a hold o f  my foot track? 
How would they hurt me wi th that ? }  

How would he hurt chew wit dat ? He ' d  take yore foot  track an ' carry i t  tuh 
de graveyard . An ' tuh take it back from de graveyard , yo ' gotta throw dis dirty 
watah undah yore house . An '  tuh kill de spell from dere an ' [ to ]  drive de evil 
spirit , den begin burnin ' dragon blood at twelve o ' clock at night in dat ole shoe 
[ this r ite partially given in No . l221 , p . 434 , v . l . ] .  

(Wha t would he do wi th this track if  he took it to the graveyard? What would 
he do with i t  out there? )  

When he take de track to de graveyard , he put i t  tuh de haid of de graveyard 
[ grave ] an ' pay dem one cent , calls yore name an ' tole ' em tuh mind ' im . An '  
durin ' de time dat he done take i t  tuh de graveyard , yore foot track , yo ' come 
back home an ' throw it ovah [ under ] neath yore hous e . An ' go an ' git dis gum-bush 
an ' let it s tay in yore hous e fer three days an ' burn it . An '  de pusson will 
come back an ' go back tuh de graveyard an ' gi t dis track an ' turn yo ' loose . 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 519) , 613 : 3 . ] 

7229 . My grandmo ther lived acros s  the road from my father and mother , and 
they found this old woman [Millie , the Witch ]  burying things under my father ' s  

MILLIE ,  THE WITCH , WHOSE DEATH APPEARS IN RITE 1 ,  PAGE 1 
house . And my grand
mother saw her doing 
it and she went over , 

and she must of  got it , for she go t sick and she s tayed sick for six months . And 
someone told my father about a man . They called him a hoodoo doator I think . Be 
went to see my grandmo ther and he told her Millie had planted something under my 
father ' s  house . He went and dug under the houae and found some thing in a little 
bag . The bag was about two inches square . My father said it  had a draw string . 
She called it  powder , s ome called it roots. It  mus t  grow somewhere . It looked 
like snuff . Then he fixed some medicine for my grandmother .  I t  was liquid . And 
real snakes c ame out of  her . [ This happened near Gaston , N .  Car . , in 1890 , and 
concerns the witch previously mentioned in r ite No . 1 ,  p . l ,  from informant Julia , 
collected by hand , 19 36 , in New York City , Did her parents us e the term hoodoo 
doator as early as 1890? Julia undoub tedly picked up the express ion at a much 
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later date . ] 
7 2 3 0 .  [ I  heard ] tell o f  ' em goin ' 

fo ' k - yo ' know dey got fo ' ks on ' em;  
tuh dese mulb erry trees . An '  j is '  lak de 
yo ' know , lak dis way [de.onatrates] one 

MULBERRY-TREE FORK - POINT TO HOUSE - CURSE 
limb disaway an' one 1iab datauay . 
[ Get one of those forks and] point 
it right tuh de house . Well , tuh 

make yore husban ' 
tuh yuh in fo ' ks .  
a cord s tring . 

not go wit nobody else , yo ' cut dat [ f ork] off . See , cut �t 
Den bend ' em  tuhgethah lak dis [ demonstrates ] an' tie ' ea  wit 

(Take those two prongs [ o f  the fork ] , bring them together . )  
Yes s ir ,  tie dem tuhgethah . Den yo ' curse ' em fo ' evarthin ' yo ' kin think of . 

Den yo ' kin s tick dat anywhere in de house where he will no t f ind i t , see .  Well, 
he won ' t bothah wit - j is '  lak i f  he goin ' wit me , see , well he won ' t have no .a '  
ain ' fo ' me atall . 

(Well,  now , you must let this fork • • • •  ) 
Yes , j is '  point it tuh de house . 
(It  mus t b e  pointing to the house and no place els e ,  no other p lace . )  
Yes s ir , poin� i t  right at de house . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1211) , 2048 . ]  
7231 .  [Doator Nelson we have already met in the following : No . 2226 , p . 632 ; 

10 . 2503 , p . 69 3 ; pp . l59 9-1600 ; and 22 60-2261 . ]  
Dey kin triak yuh wit dem , yuh [ FINGAHNAILS and TOENAILS ] .  Dey take dem an ' 

burn ' em,  git s  a powdah outa it an ' make dem - mix dem wit de LOCUST an ' put ' em  
in de individual food ; yo ' know, in de individual food , or put it ovah chewin ' 
gum , anythin ' yo ' wanta git ' em ,  intuh dem yo ' know , dat ' ll make de individual 
follah yuh . 

do you mean , those bugs ? ) CWhat kind o f  locusts 
Bugs dat fly around a 

side of a pine tree . Go 
lamp or a tree . In de forest yo ' ll fin ' dem on de s ' uth 
dere an '  see ' em.  An ' leave de hull dere yo ' know , de 

�SON - A DOCTOR OF CHARLESTON 
PIBGERNAILS - TOENAILS - LOCUST [ INSECT ] - 9 PIECES OF 
a!STLETOE AND DEVIL 1 S-SHOESTRING - WIND CORD TO YOU - TIE 
1IJIIAN MEASURES MAN: HEAD TO SHOULDER , WAIST ,  KNEES , ETC . 
3 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - FROM SUNDOWN SIDE ----
SIAIL WEED [ SNAIL CLOVER] - PULL TO YOU - BOIL - IN FOOD 
� MULBERRY - BARK 9 INCHES FROM GROUND - SCRAPE DOWN 
laiBE STOPPED UP IN BRASS PIPE 
lOLL BABY - DIRT FROM HEAD AND CHEST AND FOOT OF 3 GRAVES 
GIF WICKED PERSONS - DEVIL 'S BLOOD - DOG AND CAT HAIR 
COFFIN FROM BOARD � PERSON ' S FACE DRAWN IN - UNDER STEP 
-.&D TURNED TO OR FROM HOUSE - TO BRING OR SEND AWAY 
Clll BUSH 3 DAYS IN CUP AND BURN 

hull wha ' chew git . 
(Oh , you leave that 
hull . What do you do 
with that hull then? ) 
Yo ' parches it . 
(Oh , you j ust grind 
that all up ? )  
All tuhgethah . 
(I see . Mix it  with 
that powder from the 
fingernails and toe
nails . )  [ 607 : 3 . ] 
Dey take nine - dey 
got notches lak knots 

� nine of dos e  notches in de mistle to e .  
(Rine devil ' s-shoestrings no tches ? )  

on dey fingah . Dey 
Dey ' ll notch de devil ' s-shoestring . 

Mope [ no ] , cut ' em off  lak de j ' int o f  de fingah . 
(I see , nine of these j oints of the mis tleto e . ) 
An ' nine p ieces of devil ' s-shoestring lak de j ' int of  yuh fingah . 
(The p iece of  devil ' s-shoestring is the si ze of  the j oint of your finger? ) 
Each one , yeah [here]  [ and demonstrates ] - 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 - until dere be nine • 

._, dey bin' dem tuhgethah , one tuh de othah . In de Name of de Fathah# de Son 
.a •  de Ho"ly Ghost .  Put ' em away , an '  keep away whichevah yo ' lak • • •  

[I  turned off  recording machine too soon. ] 
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(You hang it up on the door? Now , how many pieces of mistletoe do you take? ) 
Nine . 
(And you get one j o int of devil ' s- shoes tring ? )  
Yes , o f  each fingah . Dat be nine of dem too , yo ' know . 
(Oh , you get nine of  the devil ' s-shoestring too . That ' s  18 altogether . And 

you b ind them all together . What do you tie them up with ?.) 
Yeah , dat ' s  r ight . Cord , yo ' wind ' em tuh yuh . 
( I  see . Where did you learn this remedy? ) 
Dat , mah grandfathah told me da t too , yo ' know. 
(Did he learn that down in the West  Indies or up here? ) 
Right here . 
(Where did he practice ? )  

H e  practice i n  Sumter , S .  Car . , all d e  time - all around [ that part o f  the 
country ] .  

(What was his name? ) 
S amuel Ozias [ I saiah? ] Weathahspoon.  Yes , ah named aftah him ,  see ,  but mah 

mo thah married a Nelson . [ 607 : 7 . ] 
Well , females do dat gen ' ly [ generally ] tuh contro l a man . Dey measure from 

de haid tuh dey shouldah , from shouldah tuh de wais t ,  waist tuh de knees , an ' 
knees tuh ankle , an 1 ankle tuh bot tom o f  de foo t .  Dey take dat from d e  elbOW 
down tuh de wrist .  An 1  takes dat an ' put s i t  wit three p ieces o f  devil ' s-shoe
string from de sundown s ide of de bush when dey go tub it . De devil ' s- shoestring 
grows in a patch ,  chew know ; but go tuh sundown side o f  de patch , chew know . 
Take a piece an' dey pays up an ' tell it whu ' chew wanta do when yo ' git it . Yo ' 
wind i t  roun ' . An '  measure three yards of  cord an ' win ' dat measure up , yo ' know , 
roun ' dat devil ' s-shoestring an ' wind it tub yuh . Yo ' wind it tuh yuh an '  tell 
it  whu ' chew wan ' it tub do . An '  dat make dat pusson s tay wit chew . A pusson 
commi t suicide ' fore dey quit chew , unless yo ' throw it away . 

(That holds him. ) 
Unless yo ' go tub s omeone [ a  doator] tub let chew loose , yo ' know . [ 608 : 1 . ] 
A pusson could git dis heah weed , dey call it  snail �eed, yeah . [ Snail clover , 

one of several species , has spirally co iled pods like a snail . This is  the first 
and probab ly wi ll be the last appearance of  this plant in Hoodoo . ] Oat grows 
right on de groun ' an ' it grows j is '  as fast as a snail grows , yo ' know .  An '  yo ' 
tetch a snai l , y o '  know , an ' he go back in ' is shell . Dey git dat weed yo ' know 
an '  dey git it , dey pull it tub yuh - lak yo ' pullin' ' em tuh yo ' , yo ' know. An '  
boil d a t  an ' put some a dat likkah on anythin ' wha ' d e  individual eat or  chew , 
chewin ' gum ,  anythin ' . Den all de tooth b ecomin' loose , yo ' know . 

(That makes the teeth , all come out . )  
Dat cuz [ an  attempt  at pyorrhea ] o f de gums or anythin ' . [ 6 08 : 3 . ] 
Yo ' go tuh de male mulberry tree an ' yo ' measure nine inches from de ground 

an ' den skin dat bahk [bark ] down . An '  take dat an ' boil dat ,  chew know , an ' 
anythin ' yo ' rub - [ put ] some on de hand an ' rub it on de individual haid , when 
yo ' git a chance , makes yo ' was te. Lak dey scale de bahk down , make yuh hair 
fall out de same way . 

(Makes the hair fall out the same way . ) [ 608 : 4 . ] 
De nex ' thin ' , yo ' kin take dat [ urine ] an ' stop up dere watah wit i t .  Jis ' 

put it up in a bras s p ip e .  
(Get a brass pipe . ) 
Dat ' ll s top ' is watah . Air tight [ the ] bras s pipe . 
(That will s top his water . Well , what sort o f  a brass pipe do you mean? ) 
Any kinda [plumb ing ] coupling , pipe ; but not coupled bras s [ an uncoupled brass 

elbow] . Ah mean , have somebody ketch it , see . [ Does this mean , have someone 
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find (pick up the elbow) or have someone ketch , get the victim' s urine? ] [ 608 : 7 . ] 
(How do they make that ? What do they do ? )  
Well , yo ' git i t  an ' make outa wax or enythin ' yo ' kin suit yo ' self tuh make 

it outa , undahs tan ' ; but dis thin ' dey put chew intuh , dat wheah de powah is . 
(What do they put into that ? ) 
Dey ' ll g i t  de dirt from three graves : haid , chest  an ' foot o f  three graves , 

of a pusson who died wicked , yo 1 know . Den yo ' put de dB-:;;:;:[Ts b 'Lood wit dat . 
(What ' s  that? )  
Sompin yuh git at de drug store , yo ' know. 
Yeah , an ' dey ' ll put de dog an ' cat hair wit i t . An '  den dey ' ll put i t  any 

place wheah dat pusson go in '  come by , so dat de pusson git possess ion of it . 
When dey pas s by it , dey mind i s  dis satis fied . Put 'im in a roamin ' mind. Teah 
[ tear ] up de business an ' make enemies .  

(This is that lit tle doll they make . ) [ 609 : 5 . ] 
Wal , dey ' ll git de box - dey makes de coffin , undahs tand , an ' dey ' ll draw a 

pusson ' s  face . Dey ' ll write de puss on name on it an ' lay it  at de do ' .  I t ' ll 
bring a puss on tuh yuh ; it ' ll  make a pusson s tay in one place .  

I f  yo ' wanta make a pus s on s tay from yo ' place , yo ' do d e  same 
yo ' d have tuh git it from de house .  Draw it  [head ] from de house 
from de house . If yo ' wanta bring dem tuh de house , turn de haid 
yo ' know . 

(What do they draw this on do you say? ) 
Wri te dere name an ' draw de pichure on it . 
(On what? ) 

thin ' , but 
tuh keep dem 
tuh de house , 

On de co ffin . Yo ' draws ' em  in de shape of a co ffin , de board cut de shap e  
of a co ffin ,  yo ' undahs tand . 

{Oh , you put a picture o f  him . ) 
Dat ' s it , zactly [ exactly ] . [ 609 : 6 . ] 
An '  den dis anothah way tuh gi t rid of de spell , tuh make de pusson tell yo ' 

vho de one done i t . Go an ' git some gum-bush an ' let it dry fer three days , an ' 
put i t  in a cup an ' burn i t .  Den de person will come back an ' tell yuh dat he ' s 
de one done i t  tuh yuh . 

(I s ee ,  you use gum-bush . And you put i t in a pot ? )  
Tomato can .  An '  let i t  dry. [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (518 , Doctor Nelson , 

613 : 2 . ] 
7232 . De Ole Man dat ah went tuh wit de add it ion [ concerning the condition] 

of mahself - an ' ah had a li ' le p iece o f  propahty [property ] in Georgia - an ' 
ah wus figuhin ' [ figuring ] dat somebody wus rootworkin '  me , puttin ' bad luck on 
me . An '  he [ de Ole Man ] to le me , he said , "Didj oo s ee de tracks of de pusson?" 

[Ah ] said , "Ah shure s een tracks . " 
An '  he said , "Well yo ' git me some dirt outa de heel an ' den outa de flat a 

[of ] de shoe . "  
Dat ' s  de sole of  de feet . Well , ah did so . 
He say ,  "Yo ' place it intuh a p iece of papah , put de heel in firs ' . "  
Ah did dat firs ' . All right . An ' den ah take ano thah p iece of papah an '  got 

de middle of de track . All right , an ' carry dat tuh ' im .  Den he sont [ sent ] me 

OLE WONDAH , A DOCTOR OF MACON , GEORGIA 
back tuh measure de shoe track vhut ah 
go t de dirt from. An '  ah taken a string 
an ' ah measured it . But j is '  hov long 

it wus ah don ' t recall . He tole me tuh take dat s tring an ' dat dirt an '  mix it 
tuhgethah . P lace it  intuh a p ile an' place it  undah mah haid dat night . An' ah 
did so . Ah wus sleep in ' in de baid . 

He said , "Don ' t put it undah yuh haid . Now , "  he said , 11 set it undah yuh haid 
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undah de baid . "  
I did so . WHEN AH GOT UP NEX ' MAWNIN ' , DE STRING WUS GONE AN '  AH FOUN ' SOMPIN 

DAT LOOK LAK A HORSE HAIR. AN '  IT HAD SOMPIN LAK A WORM' S HAID , AN '  DE DIRT WUS 
IN DE BOTTLE . [ If all this happened , the Ole Man named Ole Wondah was a good 
ounjureman ! ]  It wus yellah , it looked lak clay . An '  de watah looked muddy ,  
kinda lak clay . 

(What water ? )  
I t  wu s  i n  a bottle .  
(Did you have water i n  this bot tle? ) 
Yes , he [Ole Man ] put watah intuh de bottle . All right . An ' now dat ' s  de 

nex ' mawnin ' • All right . 
He said , "Now, whut ah wan ' , chew [want you] tuh do , is tub go tub a frien ' of  

yuhs [yours ] house , de frien ' whut named John Thomas . "  
Ah went tuh John ' s house as he said . 
"Yo ' set dere maybe ten minutes ,  j is '  lak yo ' d  [ you had ] come aftah sompin . " 
Ah did so . All right . When ah went tuh John ' s  hous e , he axed [ asked ] me d is 

question : He said , "Did j oo sleep good las ' night ? "  
Ah tole him yes , vury good . 
He said , "Whut did j oo dream?" 
Ah said , "Ah didn ' t dream anythin ' . " 
He said , "Well , whut did j oo see ? "  
Ah said , "Well , ah saw lo ts of thin ' s dat is dere in d e  house . "  
An '  he ast [ asked ] me dis ques tion , said , "Did j oo see anythin ' o f  a bottle? " 
Ah tole ' im, no . An '  den ah walked away [ from friend ] an ' . came back an ' tole 

him [ Ole Man ] whut he ' d  [ friend had ] tole me . Den dis man [ friend ] lef ' town . 
Ah didn ' t have no bothah [ trouble ]  wit ' im. 

(Where was that in Georgia ? )  
Dat wuz in Cus tah [Custer? ] ,  Georgia , in 1931 . 
(Well , who was this fellow that you went to see that morning? )  
Dey called ' im Ole  Wondah . He wus livin ' in Macon [ Geor gia ] , a fellah , a 

high-hat ted dark fellah [he wore a high hat ] . 
(That  was the dootor? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(Who was the man - whose house you went t o  see ? ) 
George [ John? ] Thomas . He wus a farmah [ lived on a farm] . 
(He was the one that was trying to harm you . An '  what did he ask you those 

que s tions for ? )  
Ah j is '  don ' t know , j is '  a s  tuh how or whut . But he [Ole Wondah] tole me he 

would as t me some ques tions . 
(Did you see anything that night at all ? )  
Ah didn ' t see a thing but de bot tle whut wus placed undah de baid . Didn ' t 

see anythin ' at all , j is '  per fectly [ quiet ] as ah remembah . Ah dreamt a dream 
dat led me tuh a ox an ' a few cows , but ah remembah ah had more steers dan ah 
did cows . An ' dat wus de Zas ' thin ' ah seen dat would entahtain mah spirit to
wards dat. [Jacksonville , Fla . , (548) , 681 : 1 . ] 

ONION [ RED ]  
HANG ON STRING IN S ECRET PLACE 

PROTECTION AGAINST CATCHING BAD DISEASE 

72 3 3 .  Yo '  see dem li ' le red onions , 
but chew git chew one dat ' s  small ;  yo ' 
know ,  got a li ' le tail tub it , lak dat , 
[ demons trates ] chew know . Yo ' ve seen 
' em? 
(I ' ve seen them. ) 
Now , de way yo ' gotta do , yo ' [ go ]  up 

to ' im - now ,  lis ten good . Yo ' kill it [ the troub le ] , Ah had de claps right tuh 
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mah • • • •  So yo ' take dis red onion . Now mix dem good . An '  yo ' know a woman ' s  vury 
weak anyway , say , "This ain ' t goin ' hurt choo . Wipe dis on yo ' so ah won' have 
tub come back no mo ' . " Now, lis ten good . Now , aftah yo ' take dat onion , yo ' 
take yo ' a cord s tring an ' tie it up somewhere where nobody won ' see it . Now 
lis ten good , where it won ' touch de wall anywhere . An '  ah ' ll betcha , if she have 
any o ther man , ah ' Z Z eat ahew up. She won '  [have ] any , anothah man , betcha . 

(Now , you have that onion and she takes that onion , doesn ' t  she ? )  
H e  has tub tell ' er ,  see , say , "Ah have d e  claps , here .  D e  doator tole me tuh 

git s ome of yuh [ your ] wiping . " Yo ' know , it ain ' t goin ' hurt ' er .  Yo ' know , 
put i t  between • • • •  

(But you have her take that onion and wipe you? ) 
Shore . Undahs tan ' , yo ' know , j i s '  lak yo ' have a woman , yo ' say , "Baby wid 

dis , will ya? Ah have de c laps so bad . "  An '  yo ' takes dat [ red onion ]  away from 
' er an ' yo ' take a cord s tring , an ' tie it up somewhere where nobody - no t even 
yuh wi fe won ' see it . Where it won ' touch de wall nowhere . An '  ah betcha evah 
day an ' evah night she b e  right on yo ' .  

(I see . You wipe the woman with the red onion . ) 
Shore , an ' den git roun ' dat li ' le ole tail of  it [ onion ] , git chew a cord 

string an ' yo ' tie it , an ' hang it up somewhere where nobody can ' t s ee it . 
(You hang up that red onion . )  
Yes .  
(I understand now . ) [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 724) , 992 : 3 . ]  
72 34 . Ah wus goin ' wit a girl about six yeahs ago an ' ah quit dis girl . An '  

aftah ah quit dis girl , ah s tarted goin ' wit ano thah girl . An ' d i s  o thah [ first ] 
girl got acquainted wit dis othah [ second ] girl . An '  s o  she [ f irst girl ] go t 

PAN OF WATER DIVINATION REVEALS SPELLCASTER' S  PICTURE 
AND MAGIC-MIRROR BRINGS SPELLCASTER IN PERSON 

TWO GOOD TRICKS BY HOODOO DOCTOR 

acquainted wit de girl 
ah wus goin ' wit , dis

. 

othah [ s econd ] girl . 
Co ' se [Of  course]  ah 
didn ' t tell ' er dat ah 

had evah been wit dis girl . An '  so dis [ first ] girl had a party one Satiday 
night an ' she go t me dis girl dat ah didn ' t  wan ' ' er tub know o f .  Quite natchel 
ah wen ' tuh de party . 

So she had a Vic trola , wusn ' t  no radio den . In fac ' [ fact ] she didn ' t [would
n' t? ] have one no way . An ' she had a li ' le whiskey fer de party dat night . An '  
so , all de while ah wus goin ' wit ' er de ole Victrola , de spring ' ud [ spring 
would ] j ump off sometimes an ' ah used tub fix it fer ' er ,  while ah wus goin '  wit 
' er . So she , aftah de music s topped , she tole dem dat ah could fix de Victrola . 
An '  she ' d  [ she had ] taken de Victrola in de kitchen an '  put it on de tab le . An '  
ah went i n  dere an ' see zactly [ exactly ]  whut wu s  d e  mattah wit i t  an ' fixed it . 
An '  she put a pint of whiskey on de table up dere . Well AH DIDN ' T PAY NO ' TEN
TION ' CUZ AH NEVAH DID BELIEVE IN DIS STUFF [HOODOO ] . SO AH DRINK SOME OF DIS 
WHISKEY . MATTAH OF FACT AH ' D  TAKEN SEV ' RAL  DRINKS OF DIS WHISKEY . 

An '  so , aftah ah go t de Victrola completed an ' evahbody got tub dancin' , an ' 
den ah s tarted takin ' a couple a dances mahself .  Well , when ah s tarted takin ' 
dese few dances mahself , ah got dizzy ; got a li ' le dizzy an ' got a haidache an ' 
got out mah haid s ome . An '  de girl frien ' ah wus goin ' wit den ,  she ' d  taken me 
tub ' er apartment . Af tah she ' d taken me tub ' er apartment , ah woke up nex ' mawn
in' an' found mahself dere . So ah kinda come tub mah haid a li ' le bit . An '  den 
she rent de cab [ car ] tuh take me home . 

So dey ' d  taken me home . An ' when ah got home - ah don ' remembah when ah got 
home or nuthin of de kin ' lak dat .  So ' bout nine o ' clock Sunday mawnin ' , well 
ah s tarted havin ' fits , one right behin ' de othah . So dey tell me ,  ah don '  know 



3222  - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyat t Foundation -

anythin'  about it . Ah fell uncons cious den . 
So dey spent dat Sunday . DEY HAD ALL KINDA DOCTORS . DEY SPENT $ 7 4  ON ME DAT 

SUNDAY ON DIFF ' REN 1 DOCTORS AN '  NOBODY WOULD TAKE DE CASE . SOME DOCTORS WOULD 
COME IN AN '  TREAT ME FER S OMPIN - DIABETES AN '  DIFF ' REN '  THIN ' S - AN '  MAH REG ' 
LAH FAMILY DOCTOR , HE COULDN ' T  TAKE DE CASE . S o  he tole mah uncle an ' evahbody 
dat he didn ' t know whut wus de mattah . I t  wus a case tuh ' im .  

S o  den ah stayed unconsc ious from dat Sunday mawnin' a t  nine o ' clock unt il 
dat Monday night at half past eleven . Well a frien ' o f  mine - didn ' t tell me -
ah wus still unconscious , but he tole mah uncle . "WE DONE TRIED EVAHBODY ELSE 
CHERE [HERE ] , SUPPOSE WE TRY A HOODOO DOCTOR. IF HE DON ' DO NO GOOD , WE JIS ' 
WON ' PAY ' IM. He [ this doctoP ] run worms out mah mothah , but she [mother ] said , 
"Ah know anothah good lady [but she is  too far away ] , but anyway , by he bein ' so 
bad o f f , we ' ll go up an ' see dis one firs ' . "  So dis fellah came in - so dey tell 
me , s ee ah wus still unconscious - said , "Yes , "  SAID AH WUS POISONED , AN '  HE 
WOULD HAVE ME ON MAH FEET IN 45 MINUTES . Well ,  i t  wus about eleven-thirty den . 

(In the morning or night? )  
In de night .  An ' dis wus on a Monday night . Ah had been unconscious since 

Sunday mawnin ' nine o ' clock till ovah dat Monday night at  eleven.  SO HE COME IN 
AN '  COMMENCES TUB WORKIN ' ON ME .  SAYS MY BOWELS WAS LOCKED AN '  DIFF ' REN ' THIN ' S .  
HE GIVE ME SOAP AN '  BITTAH ALOES • • •  

[ I  interrupt . ] 
(How did he give you the soap ? )  
He taken d e  soap an ' h e  j is '  mixed i t  up in a glass ;  yo ' know , j is '  watah 

enough tuh make de soap dissolve . Yo ' know , Octagon soap , an ' made somepin lak 
a pill outa it  an ' j i s '  held mah mouth an ' rubbed mah throat - so dey tell me -
unt il ah swallah dat . An '  den dey give me bittah aloes an ' dat unlocked mah 
bowels . AN '  SOON AS IT UNLOCKED MAH BOWELS , AH COME TO . When ah come to , ah 
knows mahself . When ah wus on de party ah wusn ' t  able tuh go tuh de bathroom . 
AN '  [AFTER MY BOWELS MOVED ] DEY SHOED ME A ANIMAL COME OUTA ME ' BOUT - AH GUESS  
ABOUT OAT LONG [DEMONSTRATES ] .  

(As long as your little finger . )  
YEAH AN '  IT LOOKED SOMEPIN LAK DE COLAH OF A ORANGE PEELIN ' , AN '  IT RAN UP 

ON DE MEDICINE GLAS S TRYIN ' TUB GIT OUT .  Ah [had ]  come tuh , den . Co ' se ah wus 
weak aplenty . Ah wus weak aplenty from havin ' dose fits . Ah wusn ' t  any good . 
De fact is , he tole me it would take aroun ' a couple a yeahs tuh git so ah wus 
well ag 1 in . In fact it did . 

So  ah commence tuh askin ' ques tion who did it . HE ' D  TAKEN A NEWSPAPAH AN '  
PLACED IT IN A PAN OF WATAH AN '  LET IT SET IN DIS PAN A WATAH SOMEWHEAH ROUN ' 
ABOUT AH THINK - IT WUS NINE MINUTES AH THINK , AN '  DIS WOMAN ' S PICHURE COME ON 
DAT NECKED [NAKED ] JI S '  LAK SHE WORN NUTHIN ON 1 ER - NECKED ABSOLUTELY . 

(The woman that did this to you? ) 
Yeah . So he as t me did ah know dat woman . Ah say , 1 1Yes . "  He say , 1 1Well do 

yo ' wan ' tuh have her tuh come here an ' confess tuh yo ' ? 1 1  
DE PICHURE APPEARED ON DE NEWSPAPAH RIGHT LAK DAT AN '  HE TOLE ME TUH LOOK AT 

IT QUICK . AN '  AH LOOKED AT IT QUICK AN '  AH RECOGNIZED IT AN '  IT JIS ' FADED AWAY 
AN '  JI S '  STAYED LAK OAT . 

[Be fore proceeding to the doctor 's  magic-mirror trick , let me pause in an 
attemp t to explain his pan-o f-water trick , the lat ter an excellent example o f  
hydromancy . The doctor had brought i n  his usual medical kit a newspaper fo lded 
into folds ab out 3 inches wide ; the top fold containing type only , the bottom 
fold also the picture o f  a s cantily dressed woman . He then holds the newspaper 
several inches under the water , type s ide up and picture s ide down . Patient is 
ins truc ted to free his mind of all thought except the identity of the spellcas ter 
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s oon to b e  revealed . Gaze at the water cons tantly without b linking . Af ter a 
long period , as much as 9 minutes , the doctoP b egins to rotate the newspaper so 
that the picture suddenly appears and disappears . He to le me tuh look at it 
quick an '  ah looked at it qui ck an '  ah Pecognized it  an ' it faded auJay . ] 

So he said , now ah ' ll have her tuh come here an ' confess tuh yo ' dat she did 
it , if  yo ' want me tuh . Ah tole him,  ah said , "Yeah , ah ' ll b e  glad tuh . "  He ' d  
taken a mirrah an '  turn i t  bottom upwards ;  taken a mirrah an ' turn de face up 
lak dat [ demons trates ] . 

(The face of the mirror up . )  
Lak dat . An ' he said - as t me whut wus ' er name . An '  ah tole ' im ' er name . 

Ast me whut wus mah name , an ' ah tole him mah name . He wrote mah name at de top 
an '  ' .er name at de bottom.  

(On this mirror? ) 
On a piece of papah an ' placed it on topa dis mirrah . An '  den he ' d  taken a 

clock an ' turned i t  face down , almo s '  right on topa de mirrah , an ' let dat stay 
dere  fo ' f ive minutes . An ' he ' d  taken it up in fo ' an ' a half minutes , an ' put 
it down fo ' a few seconds , den picked it up . He tole me she would be dere in 
five minutes .  Ah don ' know where she wus . She wus away cross  town , somewhere . 
But he tole me tuh watch out fer ' er ,  she would be dere in five minutes . Ah 
wus wondahin ' how she goin ' tuh git dere . She lived on Marshall Avenue ' bout 
fo ' or f ive blocks from dere . Well in fo ' an ' a half minutes from de clock she 
wus dere . She come up on � man had a automob ile , a �axi . Ah don ' know whethah 
she wus on ' er way dere or whut , but in fo ' an ' a half minutes she wus dere . She 
tole me dat she did it an '  she wus sorry . She says she didn ' t do it ' erself , 
said she got somebody else tuh do it , an '  tole me his name an ' evahthin ' .  

(Do you know what they put in the whiskey to hUPt you that way? What she put 
into the whiskey? ) 

Yes , dis fellah had taken two grains o f  snake dust  an ' put in de whiskey . 
But dat wasn ' t did dat Satiday night . Had it been did dat Satiday night , it  
wouldn ' t  a worked so fas t , see . She had did it somewhere roun ' ab out three 
months ago , an ' DAT LIVE ANIMAL HAD BEEN PERFORMED FROM DAT SNAKE DUST . An ' den 
ah had been away from ' er fo ' fo ' or five months , an ' had been goin ' wit anothah 
girl an ' had passed ' er up . Well dis girl wus teachin ' s chool .  Well ah wouldn ' t  
let d is girl know dat ah had evah been wit ' er ,  cuz ah thought dere would be a 
lot a j ealousy der e .  WELL , WHEN AH WENT BACK DAT NIGHT , DEY STIRRED IT UP ,  YO ' 
SEE , AN '  DAT MADE DI S LIVE ANIMAL LOCK MAH BOWELS .  AN '  IT HAD TUH PASS THROUGH 
OR ELSE AH ' D  A LIVED SO MANY HOURS HAVIN ' DOSE FITS AN '  DIED . [Norfolk , Va . ,  
(488) ' 521 : 1 . ] 

7 2 35 . Dat would b e  whut de POot man ,  dis hoodoo doctoP - dat would be whut 
he would do . 

(What will he do? Will you tell me that again? What would he do? )  
Now in case dat yo ' wus hUPted by anyone an ' yo ' would go tuh a root doctor. 

Well , dis doctoP , he would draw dis pichure of de individual who did dat tuh 

PYROMANCY - ROOT � DRAWS PICTURE OF SPELLCASTER 
BUILDS FIRE - HOLD PICTURE IN FRONT OF SMOKE 

SPELL VICTIM SHOOTS P ICTURE 

know , on a stick or somepin an ' den yo ' shoo t [ the 
doctor ] .  

(Who does the shooting , you or he? ) 
Yo ' do it . Yo ' will do it yuhself . 

yo ' an ' den , aftah dat , he 
would build a fire an ' in 
front of de smoke , yo ' see , 
he ' ll hold de pichure up yo ' 
undahstan ' . Put it , yo ' 

picture drawn by the root 

(That keeps away trouble . )  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (499) , 542 : 6 . ] 
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7236 . [Playing cards is hoodoo ' s  greatest method for revealing your pas t , 
p res ent and future fortune . These profess ional manipulators of  cards are usually 

PLAY ING CARDS - SHUFFLE 3 TIMES - CUT - TURN FACE UP 
TO IDENTIFY THIEF : QUEEN•WOMAN - JACK OR KING=MAN 
CLUB OR SPADE=BLACK PERSON - D IAMOND OR HEART=WHITE 

BUY S-LAX [NOT EX-LAX] FROM DR. THOMAS - BURN OVER LAMP 
SEX REVEALED BY CARDS - WRITE "WOMAN" OR "MAN" ON PAPER 
PUT THIS WORD IN PAN - BURNT S-LAX ABOUT - RED CANDLE OVER 
AS CANDLE BURNS - THIEF COME S  RUNNING AS IF EX-LAX TAKEN 

cal led a reader or 
for tunete Z Zer , 
though both latter 
terms may include 
crystal ball , pan 
o f  water , all sort s 
of  special gif t s , 
etc . The present 
rite , however merely 

s tarts with cards to discover the sex of a thief . For similar methods o f  divina
tion , see PLAYING CARDS , p . l95f . , and PLAYING CARDS SPECIAL , p . l96f . , both a part 
of DIAGNOSI S , pp . l65- 2 1 7 . ]  

Yo ' git chew a deck a [ o f ]  cahds [ cards ] playin ' cahds , pu ' [ put ] dem out dere 
lak in gamblin ' ,  an ' yo ' kin tell if it ' s  a man or a woman . See , yo ' cut [demon
s trates ] ,  yo ' shuf fle dem cahds ; yo ' turn dem around an ' den yo ' shuff le dem. Yo ' 
cut dem three times an ' yo ' turn de face up . If  it ' s a man ,  it  goin ' tuh be a 
j ack ; if it ' s  a woman , it goin ' tuh be a queen dat chew turn up , yo ' see .  A queen 
is f� ' a woman , lak dat . Now, if she is  a colahed puson - i t ' s  a co lahed woman 
it  goin ' tuh b e  spade , queen a [ o f ] spades ; an ' if  it ' s  a white  woman , i t  goin ' 
tub be a queen a [ o f ]  di ' monds , see . If  it ' s a bright woman , it! s de queen a [ o f ]  
hear ts . See . D e  same wit de j ack an ' d e  king . See . Well ,  all r ight . An ' aftah 
yo ' cut d em cards an '  find out how [who ] it is , yo ' take yo ' dis S- Zax [ see Zater] 
pOIJ)dah. 

(What? Where do you get  that ? )  
Yo ' buy i t  at de drug sto ' . I t ' s HOODOO STUFF . Doctor Thomas [ proprietor of  

the drug s tore ] got i t  down dere . 
(What do you call it ? )  
S-Lax pOIJ)do..h.  
(E:r:- Zax? ) 

Yeah , it ' s  a powdah . 
(Not E:r:- Za:r:? ) 
No , no t E:r:- Za:r:. Dat ' s a candy . Dat ' s  fo ' - dat ' s  candy . It ' s  E:r:- Za:r: powdah. 
(And what is it called , this powder? ) 

E:r:- Za:r: pOIJ)dah . 
(All r ight . )  
[ Author give s  up , resigns , etc . ] 
An '  yo ' buy it at Doctor Thomas Drug s to ' . 
(Doctor Thomas ' Drug S tore? ) 
Yeah , right down heah on Rampor t S treet . Yo ' take dat s tuff . An '  af tah yo ' 

take dat powdah - yo ' take dat powdah an ' yo ' puts it  on a lamp , yo ' see , an ' 
yo ' burn it . Yo ' s ee , yo ' burn it  ovah dere in a li ' le pan , s ee .  Well , aftah 
yo ' burn it in a pan , yo '  take dat an ' yo ' puts it - yo ' take a red candle - not 
no black candle - see , yo ' want dat back , a red candle , an ' yo ' burn dat . Yo ' 
burn da t cand le an ' dat woman - yo ' put [ that ] woman [her name ] on de pap ah , yo '  
see . Yo ' burn i t  ovah dat [ lamp ]  an '  ah betchah da t s t uff ' l l come b ack tuh yuh . 

(That they [ she] stole . ) 
Yeah . 
(What do  you mean by "woman on that paper ? " ) 
[ I  want to be certain about this . My preceding understand ing was wrong . ] 
Yo ' see , yo ' j is '  put "woman" - j i s ' write [ the word ] "woman" on de papah . 

I f  it ' s a woman dat stole it [ according to the preceding playing cards ri te of 
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divination ] yo ' write "woman" on dere . Yo ' don ' know ' er name . But if yo ' know 
' er name - it ' s  bet tah fo ' yo ' tuh know ' er name . I f  yo ' know de puson · s name ,  
yo ' put de name dere , an '  yo ' go t ' er .  

( I  see . Where do you put that paper? ) 
Yo ' put dat papah undah de li ' le pan wit de candle on t opa [ top o f ]  it an '  

yo ' burn it . An ' yo ' goin ' tuh burn d at stuff back tuh yuh . 
( I  see . What do you do with that powder? ) 
De powdah - yo ' git de powdah at de drug sto ' . See , yo ' mix de powdah in wit 

dat stuff , yo ' s ee .  
(Wi th what s tuff ? )  
Mix de powdah an ' burn it , yo ' see , ovah de lamp . Yo ' see , yo ' burn dat pow

dab , s ee , in de pan . Den yo ' stick de candle right up in de centah of  dis [pan] , 
an ' put ' er name right undah dat , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  an ' yo ' goin ' tuh burn dat 
stuff back . [This burning brings dat stuff back . ] [New Orleans , La . , (823) , 
119 2 :

'
1 . ] 

7237 . Dere a preachah s tayed in Boyce , Missis s ippi , Scotts County , an ' some
one s to le his suitcase an ' he went tuh one of de gentlemen [doatoPs ] an ' de gen

PLAYING CARDS CUT BY DOCTOR WHO THROWS SALT AND ,  SULPHUR 
OVER PREACHER - LATTER THROWS SOME INTO AIR FOR WIND 

tlemen tole him he ' d  
git ' is suitcas e  back . 
An ' s o  de fellah [dOa
toP ] went an ' cut some 

cahds [ cards ] an ' tole him tuh go tuh de s t� '  an ' git ' im some sulphur , an ' git 
' im  some salt , an ' he give it tuh ' im . Den he [ dbatoP] sprinkle dat ovah him 
[preacher ] an ' rubbed ' is [ preacher ' s ] hands an ' [ they ]  says he [ preacher } throw 
it up in air where de wind b low it . An ' he go t ' is suitcase an ' dere wusn ' t  a 
thing tuk [ taken] outa it , Dat ' s  a true fac ' , he got ' is  suitcas e .  [ For wind
blowing rites , see Nos . 57 13-5 718 , pp . 2917-2918 , etc . ] [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 01) , 
960 : 6 . ]  

7 238 . [The fo llowing statement is a penciled note o f  mine made back in 1937 
while transcrib ing cylinder recently recorded in Wilmington : ]  Fortuneteller 

POISON IN FOOD - DOCTOR IMMUNE TO 
while eating breakfast  in this woman ' s  house 
[who was hurt ] - the woman who he said had 
hurt her sent over some b iscuits  - he ate 

them and to ld his hos tess  [ and patient ] they would have killed her i f  she had 
eaten them - long story not worth copying . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (215 , the 
s tory occurring in Evans Co . ,  Ga . ) ,  121 : 2+85 . ]  [The story should have been cop
ied because it showed that a dOatoP was immune to poison. It  als o  shows a spell 
must be prepared for a particular person , a common b elief in hoodoo . ]  

7239 . (Where did you come from? ) 
PORIE - A NEW DOCTOR IN SAVANNAH Why ah came from Nassau City , Nassau . Ah wus 

born dere an ' in Nas sau an ' raised up in Miami J 
(You were born in Nassau and you were raised in Miami , Florida . )  

Yes , sir . 
(How old were you when you came to Miami , Florida? ) 
Well , ah wus only three  yeahs old .  
(How did you learn this work? From some o ther person? ) 
Through my dad . 
(Was he a root doctor in Nassau? ) 
Yeah , a root doctor intuh Gongi Islands dey call it . He wus dere . An '  he 

had dose four disks , yo ' know , li ' le roun ' disks lak l i ' le silvah-lookin ' things . 
Mah dad wus usin'  dose but he ' d  nevah give me dat one . He would nevah give me 
dat . Well , he ' s  daid now . But he died in Miami , at 555 N . W .  15th S treet . 

(He did root dbatoPing in Miami? )  
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Yes . 
(How long ago did he die ? )  
Been daid fo ' teen yeahs . 
(His name was what ? )  
Doctor Walter Parsons [ originally Porie . ]  
(How do you spell your name? )  
Willie - P-0-R-I-E . 
(You have only b een here f ive months , but b efore that you worked mostly in 

Florida . )  
Yes , s ir ,  S t . Petersburg . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 538) , 657 : 7 . ] 
7240 . Well , mah sistah got hurt once in ' uh han ' [hand ] . Also one a [ o f ]  mah 

b ro thahs got hurt . He [doctoP] come tuh de house .  Mah daddy went [ to Quincy ] 
an ' go t ' im. An '  he tole fathah , say , "Yo ' make me a f iah in de s tove . "  He got 

QUINCY , FLORIDA - ROOT DOCTOR CALLED FROM 
nine needles in a li ' le bottle of 
watah . Ah don ' know whut else he 
done tuh ' uh .  He say de peop le ' s  

been here [who caused her trouble ] .  An '  fo ' many m� ' minutes dat thing got tuh 
boilin ' . He si:tys , "Dere ' s a woman goin ' come in , as t yo ' tuh give her somep in . " 
He say , "Don '  give her no thin . She goin ' come in aftah some salt . "  Dat woman 
did come dere an ' i t  j is '  po ' in '  down rain . She come in de rain , an ' as t mah 
daddy fer tuh give her a li ' le b i t  of  cookin ' salt . He tole ' er , "No , ah ' m  
sorry . " "Well , all right , goodbye . "  An '  she went right o f f  i n  de rain , s ee .  
Well now , HE WUS TAKIN ' DE SPELL OFFEN MAR S I STAH AN '  SHE [visito r ]  CARRIED IT 
RIGHT BACK WIT ' ER .  Dat ' s  true . 

. 

[The preceding s tory , s imply and b riefly told , i s  one of t he f inest statements 
in Hoodoo. I consider it a work of b lack literature , b eaut iful , saying much with 
little . Cons ider those two groups of five words each : it jis ' po 'in ' db� rain 
when the woman arrived , immediately repeated as she come in de rain . Within a 
few minutes the whole world changed . Be fore the woman ' s  arrival the rain poured , 
after her immediate departure the rain fell gently , because she carried it  [ the 
spe l Z ] Pight back �it 'er. Rememb er , the informant is speaking extemporaneously . 
Try to rewrite this s tory us ing the same number of  words .  The doctor 's equipment 
also amazes me . Nine needles in a small bo ttle ! Yes , the woman was a confede
rate , quite worthy of the doctor. After her reque s t  for salt is refused , she 
answers , We Z Z� at Z right� goodbye. Simp licity is everywhere , exaggerat ion no
where . Some day I hope a black Lady Gregory will discover this tale and trans
form it into a · vehicle for great black , not white-fo Zks acting . ] 

[ For a parallel to the preceding story , see NEVER LEND TO A WITCH , in which 
the witch als o  comes to borrow salt (FACI 2nd ed . , p . 87 5 ,  story o f  German origin) . 
In our present hoodoo story we have , not some neighbor dropping in to borrow ;  but 
the appearance o f  the mysterious stranger , an awesome theme as old as history . ] 

[A penciled note of mine on the transcrip tion reads R . D .  (= root doctor) near 
Quincy� Fla. ] [Jacksonville , Fla . , (54 9 ) , 684 : 4 . ] 

7 24 1 .  It ' s  experience , ah knows . Ah wus goin ' tuh a place one t ime tuh a 
skin game , an ' so de boys says , "Whutcha go t ? "  Well , de day befo ' dat ah went 
an ' caught me a rabb it , caught ' im  alive . An '  ah took de rabb it an ' cut de lef ' 

RABBIT - LEFT HIND FOOT OF L IVING - LEFT POCKET 

foo t  off  an ' lef ' ' im s till 
livin ' . 
(Which left foot , the front or 
back? ) 
De back foo t . See , got de back 

foo t on de left-hand side an '  put it in mah pocket . Well , ah wus goin ' tuh dis 
game an ' ah didn ' t  have but one nickel . Well , ah go t down dere . Ah says , ah 
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ain ' t got but a nickel , ah chance dis . Well , de firs ' drop ah caught de firs ' 
fellah an ' ah s till had mah rabb it  in mah left pocket - dis rabbit foot . 

So well , we went tuh work den an ' we gambled an ' we gambled an ' we gambled . 
An '  so when de thing ended up , ah win de money . An '  ah had faith clat wus mah 
rabb it de  caus e o f  it  see , cuz it ' s  lucky , de lef '  hin ' foot . [DoctoP Belson 
of Charleston , S .  Car . , says the left hind foot  o f  a graveyard rabbit ,  Bo . 2226 , 
p . 63 2 . ] [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (995) , 6 09 : 2 . ] 

7 24 2 .  Wal yo ' goes an ' use de devils-shoestring , b lack root ,. rattlesnake 
mastah , an '  us e de calomel [ calamus ] roo t  [ sweet f lag (Acorus calamus) ] dat goes 
on a - yo ' kin take a li ' le whiskey an ' yo ' put dat on der e .  Dat goes through 

an ' through de human body -
ROOTMAN DESCRIBES WHAT HAPPENS INSIDE HUMAN BODY which an ' why it  is de only 

way de mos t  in de haid , yo '  
see , i t  flus teratin ' through de j ungle vein . An '  from de - from i t  funct ions tuh 
de bowels it goes on an ' den it gotta take effect on de kidneys . Den de kidneys 
git wrong an '  den it  got ta take effect on de bladdah . An ' den she take dat line 
an ' it goes up tuh de lungs . Den fore dey g it de heart pertected [protected ] , 
yo ' s ee ,  dat makes a funct ion tuh it  - dat makes it a s low. Den dat goes up in 
de haid . Den da t goes an ' make dem ab sent-minded . But now , aftah yo ' give dem 
dat , dey gon ' a use yo ' gon ' a  use yore method den . An '  de firs ' thing yo ' have 
tuh do is give dem salts from Central America . A teaspoonful an '  da t take i t  
' way , which an ' why dat gon ' a make d e  othah fellah whut done it  - yo ' see he 
goin ' tuh know but he cain ' t tell whut ' s  de troub le .  An ' one [ once ]  yo ' take 
it [ spell ] off , i t  will nevah come back no mo ' . 

(How do you give her these roo t s ?  Do you put them in a bottle of whiskey or 
does she drink i t  or what does she do ? )  

Nah , yo ' let [her ] take dat - yo ' let ' er drink i t .  
(And then you use this powder too? ) 
Dat salts from Central Amer ican . 
(How do you use that powder? ) 
Yo ' j is '  take it an ' give it tuh - give dem a dos e ,  j is '  lak yo ' take in yore 

hand a halfa teaspoonful.  
(That will cure her then? ) 
Dat will cure her cuz dat will got through all de art ' ries , all de j ungle 

veins . Yo ' see , dat goes when de heart is vaporating de bloods from de lungs . 
Dat will go tuh de brains , dat will go tuh de cap of  de brain an '  dat will cuz 
de - dat will work on de bowels an ' git all de s tuf f whut is in dem. Dat ' ll 
emp ty it . Den yo ' give dem de rat tlesnake mastah or John de Conkah ; an ' den yo ' 
give dem de blackroot ,  supposed tuh b e  anothah method whut yo ' kin use in anothah 
way . 

[While recording machine i s  turned o f f , s omething 
(Well , now suppose you tell me this method first . 

The person who had this spell put on the person? Or 
or a conj urer? )  

is said about spirits . ]  
Whos e spirit do you call? 

do you call a root doctor 

Yo ' j is '  make a prayah : Lord� heah ah am an ' whosomevah put de spe U on me� 
Lord ah wan '  chew tuh achZy [ actually ] he 'p 'em tuh take it off. Den dat will 
come tuh b e ,  reveal [ i tself ] .  See , de spirit will go wit de man doin ' de right 
thing . 

(Well ,  a fter the woman is cured ,  then what do you do with the spirit that you 
caught ? )  

Wal , when she cured , turn ' im loos e .  
(How d o  you turn him loo se? ) 
All yo ' got ta do , uns crew it [bo ttle ] an ' let ' im  go . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 542) , 
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67 1 : 2 . ] 
7 2 4 3 . Now , yo ' take me , ah wuz fized.  Ah kin prove mine . Mah wife done i t  

tuh me . But she done it , yo ' know , wi t  mah private , yo ' unnahstan ' . Now i t ' s  
[private is ] no good fo ' me . We had a fuss , yo '  know, an ' she j is '  fixed me 

while ah wu z  sleepin ' , see.  An' now de whole haid of  it ' s  no good . 
( I  see . Well , what did she do to you? ) 
She put some HINDU STUFF on it . She sent tub Chicago 

ROOT� CAN ALSO FAIL fo ' i t .  
(Well , what effec t did this have o r  how does it  act ? )  
Well , it didn ' t verk on me fo ' ' bout fo ' [ four ] days ; 

an ' aftah ah found out whut it  wuz , ah went tub de rootman . S ee ,  mah mothah 
sent me tub de root man an ' he tole me he couldn ' t do me no good , ah wuz too 
fah [ far ] gone . Dat stuff had e t  [ eaten] in dere , see . He couldn ' t  do me no 
mo ' [more ] good . 

(HAVE YOU EVER GONE TO A REGULAR DOCTOR ABOUT IT? ) 
YES , S IR ,  AH WENT TUH A REG ' LAH DOCTAH . 
(WHAT DID HE SAY ABOUT IT ? )  
SAID , DERE WUZN ' T  NUTHIN TUH DO BUT CUT IT OFF . 
(Did he say it  wuz any kind o f  disease or anything? )  
No , j is '  poisoned. Yes , s ir ,  j is '  poisoned. 
(Well , what did your wife do then ?  Did she leave you or what? )  
Ah lef ' ' er [ I  left her ] . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 506) , 555 : 14 . ] 
7 244 . Ef enybody did yo ' wit poison , [ you] drink it , dere ain ' t but two roots 

dey use in dat . Dat ' s  gall of de earth an ' aonkah root , called devil ' s-shoe
string . It ' s  a root  dat grows in de groun ' has 

ROOT SELLER OF WASHINGTON , � vury long prongs tuh it , some of ' ems dat long 
[ demons trates ] , yallah , an ' it ' s  vury good tub 

chew tuh draw trade - anything , yore bus iness , anything . 
(What is the name o f  this roo t ? ) 
Conkah root. 
(It isn ' t John the Conqueror? ) 
Yeah , but not de othah John . Dis is j es ' devil ' s-shoestring , yo ' know . Den 

dere ' s  ano thah p iece a [ o f ]  root yo ' cal l John de Conkah. I t ' s  a li ' le shortah 
dan dat . Dat comes from de South . Ah ' ve s een dat , but dat don ' act much as dis 
here devil ' s-shoestring . Dis devil ' s-shoestring de main root dat ' s  roun ' [ it is 
the mos t popular roo t sold ] . 

Now yo ' take some o f  dat - j es '  - an ' gall of eart ' - j es '  de two o f  ' em an ' 
boil it  tuhgethah . An' give dat person a dose a [ of ]  dat three t imes a day , an ' 
it might take a month , but it will cure ' em.  No othah medicine won ' do ' em  no 
good but dat .  

(What will that do to them? ) 
Clean ' em out of de poison. 
(Well , what sort of poison would they have in them? ) 
Well , sometime - most all o f  ' em [who ] come tuh me does drink whiskey . Some 

wimmin done triaks tuh ' em ,  j ealous o f  o thah wtmmin. 
Dey kin git tuh yuh through some whiskey , lak if ah ' m  fonda [ fond o f ]  drinkin' . 

Well , yo ' put sompin in dat whiskey ' cos ' yo ' know ah lak whiskey an ' dat where 
yo ' goin ' git me at . Dat ' s  whut ah works on all de time . 

(Then to get this poison out o f  them , you use • • • • ) 
Gall of  de earth an' devi l ' s-shoes tring . Them two . 
(What o ther name did you call devil ' s-shoes tring ? )  
Some people call i t  John de Conkah , too . 
(You j ust called some roo t Conker ,  didn ' t you ? )  
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Well , dere ' s ' no thah John de Conkah , too , but dat ' s  a thick root . It don ' t  
grow heah . Dat grows in South Carolina . Ah ' ve seen it . [ 798 : 3 . ] 

[ The following p ortion of  this interview , 7 98 : 4 ,  has already been printed in 
HoodOo as No . l9 80 , p . 580 , in margin title RAND SECRECY , because I wanted to ill
us trate in this HAND s ection the necessity f or secrecy . ]  

Conkah root - devil ' s-shoes tring - black rattlesnake root , boil ' em  both [ 2  
roots ] tuhgethah an '  put a li ' le red peppah , fresh tab le salt , an ' mix i t  tuh
gethah intuh dis , an ' as dat police nosin '  aroun ' dere - when yo ' ketch · �  away , 
yo ' go behind ' im wit a li ' le bottle an ' sprinkle a l i ' le behind ' im. If yo ' do 
dat , ah bet he ' ll nevah come dere . 

DAT ' S WHUT All SELLS , BLACK RATTLESNAKE ROOT AN '  CONKAH ROOT FER DAT . LOTS OF 
PEOPLE USE IT TUH KEEP DE LAW AWAY . IT MUSTA 00 IT ' COS ' DEY ALL COME BACK AN '  
BUY FROM ME ALL D E  TIME . 

(This conkah root is the same thing as devil ' s  shoes tring? ) 
Yes , dat [ is ]  devil ' s-shoestring. Dere ' s anothah roo t dey calls real John de 

Conkah. Dat don ' grow heah . Grows in No ' th Carolina . 
But WE GATHAHS WHUT WE KNOW HEAH . Dis heah is purtty good ' co s ' evahbody 

want s it an ' buys i t .  [ 7 98 : 5 . ] 
Git dat devil ' s-shoes tring , git a fresh piece , put a piece in yore pocket . 

Yo '  go roun ' tuh dat man evah mawnin ' dat chew kin git close enough tuh ' im.  
Yo ' ll put a piece of  dat root in yore mouth an ' chew it . Aftah yo ' chew it all 
goo d , yo ' commence spit tin '  lak yo ' spit t in'  ' bacco j uice . An ' den yo ' take it 
out an '  teah [ tear ] it all up an ' throw it all roun ' . Jes ' as true as ah ' m  set
tin '  heah , bet chew ' ll git a j ob - git a break. Keep on goin '  dere . Ah ' ve given 
lot s  of people dat . Ah should have lot ta money but people ain ' t got no money . 
[This was during the Great Depression . ] 

(HOW MUCH DO YOU CHARGE FOR ROOTS AS A RULE? )  
15¢ AND 20¢ ACCORDING TO DE SIZE OF ' EM . 
(WHAT IS THE MOST EXPENSIVE ROOT YOU SELL ? ) 
John de Conkah , Adam-an ' -Eve an ' Mas ter • • •  dat ' s  a hard roo t , rough root , look 

lak a bamboo briar [bramble briar ? ] root almost . Dat ' s  de mastah .  Lots of  peo
ple use dat . ' COS ' EVAHBODY GOT A WAY OF USIN ' EVAHTHING . 

(WHERE DO YOU GET YOUR ROOTS? ) 
AH GIT PURTTY NEAR ALL OF ' EM  FROM DAT MAN SETTIN ' IN DERE - DARK MAN .  HE 

BRINGS ' EM  TUH ME ,  ' COS ' HE KNOWS . BUT HE ' S  DE ONE PUT ME INTUH DE BUSINESS .  
(He hasn ' t  come in here yet . ) 
No , he been here presently . See , he lives in de country . He de one put me 

wise tuh all dis root business . He ' s  [his ] brothah too , brothah do same thing . 
(Where did he get these roots?  Where ? You said in the market? ) 
YEAH , All GOT A STAND DOWN AT 5TH AND K STREET . AH ' M  DE OLDEST ONE DOSE ROOT 

WOMAN DOWN DERE . DIDJA EVAH SEE A COLORED WOMAN WIT HUH PICTURE IN DE PAPAH? 
ALL OVAH DE WORLD WIT MAR PICTURE . DAT ' S WHUT DEY PUT IN DE PAPAH . AH ' M  DE 
GREAT ONE . 

(You are the root woman. ) 
YEA , AH ' M  DE ONE DEY PUT IN DE PAPAH. DON ' T  PUT NOBODY IN DE PAPAH BUT ME .  

DEY P UT  ME IN DERE THREE TIMES . MAR PICHURE ' S  EVEN OVAH IN HONOLULU . Yeah , 
' cos ' ah go t a white man dey sends here once a month an ' gits [ some root ] ,  gits 
a dozen [ o f  the roots ] evah once a month . An '  ' is daughtah sends it tuh ' im  in 
Honolulu . 

(I ' m  going to come down and see your stand down there . )  
Yo ' ll find me there . [ Unfortunately I could not vis it her stand . ] [Washing

ton , D . C . , ( 6 2 2) ,  7 9 8 : 6 . ]  
7245 . Dem peppah seeds ?  
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(No , tell me the whole s tory right from the beginning , now. ) 
Yo ' kin take dis yeah [here ] common spice an '  s eason wit it : black peppah , 

salt an ' devil peppah s eeds . 
(Devil pepper seeds? )  

SALT 
BLACK PEPPER 

DEVIL PEPPER SEED 

Yes , devil peppah seeds . Dat ' s  dem large peppahs about lak 
dat [ demons trate s ] . 
( I s ee . ) 
An '  make a powdah out o f  it  an ' den dey sprinkle dat in yuh 

sock an ' [ or ]  yuh shoes , an ' i t  will natchurally put chew in b ad shape .  
(And what did you do then? ) 
An ' me - ah had a brothah , an ' dat ' s  whut a lady [ fortuneteller o r  doctor ] 

tole him dat a frien ' did fo ' him. 
(I see . This is what happened in Louisiana? )  
We lived over in Freeport , Louisiana . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  (722) , 991 : 2 . ] 
7 246 . I knowed a fellow and he lo s t  al l control of  himself [ because someone 

did this t o  him] . They cu t up hors ehair as fine as he [ they ] could cut it and 

SALTPETER - POKE ROOT - OLIVE OIL 
USED BY DOCTOR TO KILL LIVE SNAKES IN PERSON 

CAUSED FROM EATING HORSEHAIR IN FOOD 

put that up in his food , and af ter 
that was internal it formed snakes . 
They [ the snakes ]  commenced to 
destroy him. This dOctor took 
them out . He gave him sal tpeter , 

olive oil , poke root , and other things [ surely including a laxat ive ] ,  and mixed 
them a ll together and gave him , and perished those snakes and they crawled out of 
him. [For hors ehair p roducing live snakes in person , see aZso Nos . 6571-65 7 2 , 
p . 3084 . ] [ Freder.icksburg , Va . , (44) , by Ediphone . ]  

7 247 . Tuh make a woman an ' a man s tay tuhgethah , de firs ' things ah heer ' d ,  
when ah wuz growin ' up - yo ' know, grown folks would b e  talkin ' an ' dey wouldn ' t  
b e  talkin' tuh me an ' ah would ketch some o f  dese thing s . Ah ' d  b e  workin ' roun ' 

SEQUENCE OF ACTIONS - HOUSE-THAT-JACK-BUILT DEVICE 
RITES FOR HOLDING MAN - AMONG THEM 

SEVEN DROPS OF BLOOD - EACH DROP A YEAR 

co ' se [ o f  cours e ] , mah gran ' 
mothah an ' aunts could heah 
things da t grown people said. 
Ah heer ' d  some things . She 
said dat one t ime dere wuz a 

woman had a fellah an ' he liked anothah gir l .  Said de woman took an ' washed ' er 
feet right good an ' den washed ' er hands an ' washed from undah ' er ahms an ' aroun ' 
' er neck, an ' she washed dose places about ' er b ody real clean .  Said d e  f irs ' 
place she washed from undah ' er ahms an '  she squeezed dat in de watah an ' she 
go in '  tuh give it tuh ' im in somepin tuh eat . An ' dey say , aftah she squeeze 
dat in de watah , said den she washed ag ' in an '  ag ' in squeezed dat in de watah . 
Washed in palm of ' er hand an ' squeezed dat in de watah . Washed dis hand an ' 
squeezed dat in de watah . 

Said den she turn roun ' an ' didn ' t  wash once but de nex ' t ime tuh make it  
clean , an ' she washed undah de bottom o f  ' er feets , instead o f  washin ' ' em out 
dat way , she washed ' em tuh ' er ,  an '  .den aross-marked ' er hand on each foo t , an ' 
she squeezed dat in de watah . Well , she said dat wo rked around all right fo ' 
awhile , den dat wore o f f .  

Den she turned aroun ' an ' washed ' er feet an ' scraped ' em  an ' took d e  dead 
skin from de foot an ' put all o f  it  t uhgethah an ' put it in a pot an ' boiled i t .  
An '  when she did boil dat , den she goes t uh  work an ' s trains d i s  watah an '  put 
dat in s omepin tub eat an ' dat ' s  whut kept him .  Dey claim he follahed ' er each 
an ' evahwhere she ' d  go . ,  

Den dey said i t  commence tuh weah [wear ] o f f  an ' she got - i t ' s  anothah part 
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about chew dat only be ' s  once a month , an ' she got dat . She got about half tea
spoonful o f  dat , counted tuh seven drops of dat an '  put dat in it . An '  dat kep t 
' im. 

{ She would only use s even drops of  that ? )  
Yessuh . An ' put dat in an ' dose drops lasted a yeah - seven yeahs . 
Den anothah woman tole her tuh take a tablespoonful o f  weewee an ' put it in , 

an' dat s till kep t ' im. Dat kept ' im awhile den an ' den dat begin tuh weah 
[of f ] . 

She tole her tuh go an ' buy some beefs teak , an ' she bought dat . She tole her 
tuh take her fingah ab out ' ers elf an ' take an ' wipe it on dis an ' po ' gravy ovah 
it . An ' dat kept ' im. She said dat kept ' im until death . 

(You said one woman did all these things ? )  
One woman told all dis about one woman , an ' dis one woman had s o  much trouble 

wit ' im.  He wuz supposed tuh be a very nice-lookin ' man , it  seemed lak dat all 
de women wuz ' bout tuh take him,  an ' it  seemed lak she intend tuh have him an ' 
she tried all dese things . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1418 ) , 255 2 : 2 . ] 

7 248 . An '  so aftah dat ah wus goin ' wit a [ another ] girl an ' dis girl quit 
.e .  Dat wus about three or four yeahs ago . An' ah went tuh anothah - AH NEVAH 
BELIEVED IN IT ' FORE , NEVAH BELIEVED NUTHIN ABOUT IT . An '  ah nevah think about 
de girl at all , but dis man caught ' er - [ this man ] who had cured me . 

Well , he say , "Yuh girl have quit yuh , haven't 
SILVER - 4 PIECES OF - PAID DOCTOR she ? "  Ah say , "Yes . "  He say , "Well , ah kin 

help yo '  • " Say ,  "Do yo ' want ' er back? " Ah 
say , "Yeah . " "Well , "  he say , "yo ' give me fo ' pieces of  s ilvah . "  Ah say , "Whut 
yo ' mean by fo ' pieces of s ilvah? "  He s ay ,  " I t  gotta b e  a dime anyway . "  Say , 
"It can ' t be a nickel or anythin ' ovah a dollah . "  Ah give him fo ' dimes , but ah 
ain ' t  payin ' no ten-cent tip whutevah . Ah gives ' im dese fo ' dimes an ' he take 
de girl ' s  name an '  mah name on top , an ' wrote it backwards [ fami ly name first , 
then given name ] an ' tell me tuh put in mah shoe [ demonstrates ] .  

(In your left sho e . )  
In mah lef ' shoe . Ah put it in mah lef ' shoe . 
So ah goes tuh work de nex ' mawnin ' an '  de girl says [ this girl where he is ] 

vorkin ' on de j ob - so ah got s i ck o f  it , see . It kept on lak dat ,  an ' kept on 
lak dat , an ' kept on lak dat . Dis [ f irs t ]  girl wus teachin ' school . An ' so dis 
girl dat wus teachin ' s chool had gone tuh teachin ' school in North Carolina , an ' 
she thought she would go tuh New York an ' event ' ly [ eventually ] she ' d  come back 
tuh Nor folk aftah livin ' in New York fo ' a while . Ah really didn ' t want tuh see 
her come back . So she did . 

[ "This low voice not at all understandable , "  says transcrib er .  Fortunately 
ve soon return to the doctor. ] 

So he [ doctor ]  said , "Git me a red onion . "  Well ah wus a couple of days f ind
in ' a red onion . Went aroun ' tuh de market an '  evahbody had white onions . Ah 
couldn ' t  find a red onion . So by an ' by ah went tuh de A & P Store an ' ah pas s ed 
an A & P store an ' dere wus a delivery truck deliverin ' , an ' ah saw some red 
onions on dere an ' brought one on home . He made me cut it in hal f . Cut it dis 
way an ' let de two skins on it an ' cut dis . 

(You cut it from the top to the bottom? ) 
No , ·no ! Lak [ demonstrates ] dere ' s  one skin here an '  one here , dat way . 
(Oh , cut it across . )  
Yeah , right ' cross . 
(Across  the rings . )  
So he ' d  brought some salt an ' peppah . Took de salt an ' peppah an ' dumped a 

li ' le pile of salt an ' dumped a l i ' le pile of peppah , an ' he said , "Take nine 
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p inches of de salt an ' put it  in dis half . " 
(What did he put in one-half now? ) 
Put nine pinches o f  salt in de left  half , nine pinches  o f  peppah in de othah 

half . An '  den he give s  me a needle . Takes d e  needle an ' stick it  up through 
dis half an ' pull dat needle an ' take de two onions apart an ' make dem tuhgethah , 
yo ' s ee .  

(You sort o f  p in the two o f  them toge ther with the needle? )  
Sew de onion right back , fix de onion right back so dat de salt an ' peppah in 

it will be tuhgethah . Git a s tring an ' tole me tuh hang it up in de no ' th cornah 
of de wall .  

(This needle was threaded with s tring? ) 
Yeah , de . onion wus hangin ' on de s tring. Took it dere j is ' lak he tole me an '  

he tole me in fo ' day ' s time she would b e  back . Well , ah kept it  dere , kept it 
dere fa ' fo ' days an ' she didn ' t come back. So ah tole him she didn ' t  come . He 
said tub give her two m0 1  days . Ah give her two mo ' days an ' she didn ' t come . 
Ah goes back tub ' im ag ' in. He give me nine vod s of red peppah . Yo ' know dose 
red peppahs dat hang down . He give me dem an a needle an1 thread an ' tole me 
tuh tie it , them up tuhgethah . 

(These nine pods , did you put the needle through all o f  them o r  one? ) 
Yes , fix dem tuhgethah . Break ' em ,  yo ' know , apart an ' den take a needle an ' 

j is '  link ' em tuhgethah ; yo ' know , one on top of de othah . An ' he tole me tuh 
hang it on de same nail wit dat onion . See , [ demonstrates ] j is '  lak dis cornah 
of de house here is set t in ' dat way an ' dis cornah here is de no ' th dataway .  An' 
he tole me tub hang it  in de middle o f  de house [making a quincunx ] . See [demon
s trates ] .  If  de house wus sett in ' dis way , so dat wo�ld be  de no ' th cornah , hang 
it acro ss .  

(The other was hanging in what corner? )  
De no ' th cornah . 
Cuz [b ecause ] she wus in New York . I f  she wus in de So ' th , i t  would be in 

de so ' th cornah. 
(So  you hung the peppers in the nor th co rner , too . ) 
So  he tole me in 24 hours she will be  dere . An ' she come in de nex ' train, 

came right on de nex ' t rain . 
(She came? ) 
Yes sir , right on de nex ' train . Ah wus made tuh do dat mahself , but he made 

me do it mahs elf - took de onion an ' de salt an '  peppah . But whut he did aftah 
dat ah really don ' know. 

(What d id she say when she came? What did she come back for ? )  
Well , she tole me aftah when she come back dat she j is '  couldn ' t  sleep , j is '  

dreamin ' about me all d e  time , an ' d if f ' ren ' things lak dat . But ah nevah let 
' er know anything about dat . If ah had continue tuh let i t  hang dere she would 
of s till been crazy [ about me ] an ' ah had tuh throw dat · away so dat she wouldn ' t  
b e  callin ' me up on de j ob an '  diff ' ren ' places lak dat . 

(That ' s  a pers onal experience you ' ve had . ) 
Well , ah nevah have deser t - ah nevah did want ' er tuh leave me no mo ' .  Co ' se 

ah didn ' t want ' er too crazy , cuz she would call me up too much.  So when she go 
tub s leep ah cut a li ' le p iece o f  ' er hair o f f  de top o f  ' er haid an ' take some 
o f  ' er combin ' s ,  or she ' d wash ' er comb an ' drop a li ' le bit of hair dere . So ah 
buried [ this ] down ' side o f  de do ' s tep an ' she nevah leave dere . [Norfolk , Va . , 
(4 88 ) , 522 : 1 . ] 

7 249 . Wal , dey kin take dat earth whut chew walked upon an ' mix dat wit pow
dab whut we say contro Z Zin ' powdah. Den dey would take d i s  powdah an ' burn i t  
an ' d e  ashes dey git from d i s  powdah would b e  put intuh somepin . An '  den prob ' ly 
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dis party would try tuh come in contact wit chew an ' put dis powdah on yo ' some 
way . An ' by doin ' so dey have full powah or controllin ' powah ovah yo ' .  In 
othah words dey make yo ' do j is '  whut dey des ir e .  

(Whe re d o  you get this controZ Zing powder? ) 
SIMS - DOCTOR IN WASHINGTON , D . C .  ContJ:Oo Uin ' powdah i s  made up j is '  froa ord i-

FORMERLY OF NEW ORLEANS nary powdah , whut we say ,  wit de oil of van-
van mixed in ; j is '  ordinary white powdah , an '  

den mix in wit de oil o f  cinnamon an ' van-van. [ 82 7 : 4 . ] 
Dat is fer s toppin ' a p erson ' s nachure . Well , dey claim dey take dat dung 

an '  take a new piece of cloth an ' in usin ' dis piece of cloth , dis - take dis 
p iece o f  clo th dat ' s  nevah been used , an ' den dey will t ie nine knots  in it . 
An '  d is p ar ty , dis woman or dis man , would weah dis aroun ' dere waist a t  all 
t ime .  An' dat would stop yuh nachure . 

(Well , what else would they do with tha t ?  Do they do anything else with that 
at all ? )  

Not anything else ,  j is '  weah it  aroun '  dere wais t .  A brand new p iece o f  cloth 
dat nevah been us ed , but only us in ' dis dung on it . 

(Who se dung ? )  
De man . I f  a man wants to fix a woman , he would use it from ' er dung ; i f  she 

wan ts tuh fix a man , she will use it from some of  ' is dung . 
(That means the bowels and that is  not his nature [ semen] for [ fixing a ]  woman 

[ o r  her nature for fixing a man ] . )  
[When I met Docto!' S ims in 19 37 , my knowled ge o f  impo t ence rites was meager ; 

in fact I s till thought some o f  them were being made up ! This is  the reason why 
on reading the present t ranscription years ago , certainly before I s t arted for 
Mobile , Alabama , I marked the rite doubtful.  Sims happened to  be a good inform
ant , but at the moment I could not understand his word dung. Def initely he me ans 
all emiss ions or s ecretions from the sexual organs b eing cast off are dung. As I 
have s tated elsewhere , ovulation is unknown . ] [Washington , D . C . , ( 63 9 ) , 8 2 7 : 10 . ] 

7 25 0 . De reason ah ' m  tell ' n  yo ' dis is it ' s  from mah wife . Mah wife - dere 
wus a lady mad wit ' er an ' she loaned a ole lady ' er bonnet , named Rachel Keller . 
An ' she [ Rachel ] wo de bonnet away an ' she kep ' it about a week . She wus a 

frien ' o f  our ' n . Well , dis girl whut 
SNAIL - BLINDNES S FROM - CURED BY DOCTOR s tayed dere , she found out it wus mah 

wife ' s  bonnet . She watched ' er .  She 
got some snail , a young snail an ' fixed ' em - j is '  take ' em lak she have - got 
' em an '  worked ' em up lak she wanted tuh swell ' em ,  an ' j is '  squirted de j uice 
in watah . Washed ' em an ' squirt ed de j uice in watah an ' put dat in a bottle . 
She [my wi f e ]  goes all tub pieces-lak .  She [ the girl ] takes an ' sprinkles dat 
bonnet wit it an ' mah wife wore it , an ' she come j is '  as blind as a bat - couldn' t 
see nowhere . 

(Real blind . ) 
She come blind as a b at . She had a li ' le girl , name o f  Carnation . Call dat 

li ' le girl some time an ' she try tuh go tuh de do ' . Neah tuh de do ' an ' couldn ' t 
see it . She wus right behin ' de do ' , thought she wus tuh de do ' , but she wus be
bhin ' de do ' .  Couldn ' t  even see me when ah come in de house .  Ah carr ied ' er tub 
de s ame ole lady , Mrs . Brown , an ' ah know whut she done . 

(You don ' t know what she did to her ? )  
I did . 
(Oh , you did? ) 
An ah knaw whut she done an ' whut she tole me tuh do . An '  ah did it . She 

give me de s tuff , cayenne peppah , a li ' l e  piece of  pod , yo ' see .  Put it in a 
skille t an ' boil i t  till de watah wus red , Took a li ' le meal , of what chew 
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call • • •  
(Corn meal ? )  
An '  bind it right ovah ' er eyes j is ' lak dat , until she g o t  s o  she could see . 
(That ' s what cured her? ) 
Made her so she could s ee . Now she kin see .  
Dat ' s been f ifteen yeahs ago . 
(Was this down in Pilesville ? )  
[Powersville ? N .  Car . ] 
Yes , sir . [ Norfolk , Va . , (477a) , 494 : 7 . ] 
7 251 . I f  yuh evah wanta cross [ the spell ] anybody h�t , where somebody done 

witchc�ft ' em - yo ' undahs tan ' , yo ' don ' do d id but three time s . [ In the cure 
something mus t be done or used 3 times . ]  Now de sp irit brought dat tub me an ' 

ah see de way it works , see . 
SPIRIT BROUGHT DAP TUH ME - 1tH SEE DE WAY IT WORKS Yo ' do dis b efore -sundown . 

Yo ' go out an ' any sort of 
green grass - yo ' know whut moody grass  is . Yeah dat ' s  dat flat grass , sompin 
lak ole flat grass dey call moody gras s .  Chew know whut dat is . An ' yo ' whut 
a dog fennel is . All right . Now yo ' do dis befo ' sundown . Yo ' turn yore face 
to de eas t  right in dat grass an ' yo ' pul l up one bunch . Pull up dat bunch� 
moody grass , dat flat gras s . Yo ' pull up dat an ' call anybody , j is '  anybody � 
think what done i t .  See . Now, i f  dey ain ' t d id anything tub yuh , hit goin ' 
give dem good luck ; but if dey did sompin tub yuh , hit goin ' back tub ' em .  Ah 
know dat by experiment . 

Yo ' pull  up a bunch of de grass an ' call  dere name , yo '  pull up anothah bunch 
an ' call dey name , yo ' pull it  up three times an ' call d ere name [ three t imes ] 
an ' say , "Ah wan ' chew tub take yore trouble offa me , In de Name of de Fathah, 
Name of de Son, Name of de Ho "ly Ghost . " An ' yo ' lay it out , s ee .  Yo ' dig a 
l i ' le trench , lay dat grass in dere an ' yo ' call dem people name an' talk tub 
' em lak yo ' talkin' tuh 1 em . Yo ' take some red peppah , some cooking salt , yo ' 
put it on it . Yo 1 po ' j is '  a li ' le bit of  kerosene on it an ' yo ' take an ' s t ick 
a match tub i t .  Put a piece of papah where it will smoke a li ' le .  See . An ' 

while dat thing burn , yo ' continue callin ' dere name . So yo ' call it nine times 
an ' t ell ' em yo ' wan ' it so . Say , "Ah wan ' chew tuh take yore troub le on back, 
In de Name of de Fathah, Name of de Son, Name of de Ho ly Ghost . "  An '  yo ' kivah 
[ cover ] dat up an '  s tep ovah i t  backwards ,  an ' don ' t look back . An 1 it ain ' t 
goin ' be but nine days befo ' - if dey did it - dey goin ' go down vury s ick , an ' 
if dey ain ' t right sharp dey goin ' die . But it  go in1 be o ffa yo ' .  S ee , it will 
be gone from yo ' . 

(I  s ee , throws it  back on them . ) 
But chew do dat wit dem green weeds . See dem weeds goin ' die an ' • • •  
(You do this with that moody grass . )  
All r ight yo ' git dat bunch o f  moody gras s , an ' den yo ' kin git a dog  fennel 

or any kinda o thah green weed . 
(What do you do with that o ther weed? ) 
Well , yo ' j is '  call de name , but yo ' gotta have dis dog fennel an ' dat moody 

gras s . See , yo ' got ta work three . Yo ' know anything de spirits do is three of 
it all d e  time : Fathah , Son an ' Holy Gho s t .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 549) , 685 : 2 . ] .  

7 25 2 . Ah heard dat dey goes out an ' gits incens e an '  dey burns incense . An ' 
aftah usin ' incense in dere house ,  dey goes tub work an ' dey g�t dem ademity 

cards - imadenitby . [At a guess 
SP ITTING BY ROOTMAll - ADEMITY CARDS - INCENSE I would say these·· are identity 

cards , cards containing pictures 
of  peop le , which the rootman shuf fles to  increase the number o f  cus tomers . This 
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is a rite to iricrease business . ]  
Why , dat ' s  trom de 'l'ootman . He ' ll go out an ' he git dat 

an' evah time he chew dat way an '  he ' ll spit . Evah t ime he 
why it draws a crowd mo ' largah an ' largah an ' . dey content . 
(1384) , 2466 : 6 . ] 

an' he ' ll  chew [ it ] , 
cbewin' an '  he spit , 

[ Sumter , S .  car . ,  

7 25 3 .  A young boy , a young girl wus wild about ' im an ' he wus crazy tuh go 
tuh school - he didn ' t caah tub fool wit girls . Well , her people did all sech 
as dat [hoodoo work] an ' so she slips , knowin' whut tub git - she had some of 

THREE DUSTS IN HIS HATBAND : MUD PUPPY - SNAIL - WORM 
dis snail dust , an '  worm 
dus t , an ' als o some i'!OUnd 
puppy dus t . [The latter 

is called gPound puppy or mud puppy = chango or hellbender or salamander . We have 
here 3 dus ts : snail , worm and mud puppy . ] De end o f  dat , she , knowin ' evahthin ' ,  
bein ' aroun ' [ experienced ] ,  she put a li ' le [ o f  these 3 dusts ] around in de band 
of ' is hat . He b ecome deaf . Den he got speechless , he couldn ' t  talk . Den he 
go t mindless . He had no misery nowhere but , see , j is '  aroun ' here [ demonstrates] . 

(Throat . )  
So he wus brought here [ to New Orleans ] an ' de second night he wus here de 

lady [doctor] d at treated ' im dat day when he got here , ah helped ' er .  Ah was 
right dere wit 1 er . She s ent tub de drug store an ' got a dime of cas tor oil , an ' 
she got some sweet oil an ' laudanum mixed . [ I  am uncertain about laudanum , which 
transcriber t ranscribes Zavende'l'. ] An ' den she got pure olive oil .  An ' den she 
goes in de henhouse  an ' she gits a whi te hen turd , a dry one , an ' she put dat 
intuh a t eacup an ' drew de tea out . Now , she gave ' im dis whole dime of [ sweet ] 
oil , an '  as she brewed de t ea ,  why she put nine drops o f  dis pure olive oil in 
dere an ' she had ' im  tub gargle ' is throat good wit dat . She let ' im lay until  
' is b owels moved , an ' i t  moved quickly , b ecuz he seemed tub be  very much clogged 
up . An '  j is '  as soon as dey moved , den she gave ' im five spoonfuls of  sal he
patica . An '  de nex ' mawnin ' she goes  an ' gits some shame flowah . [ This Shame 
flower , the sens itive vine or brier Sah'l'ankia Uncinata , is usually called : Shame 
b'l'ier, shame vine, s ensitive b'l'ier, shame faae, Shcune Jim, or Shamin ' Judy (see 
p . 646) . ]  She gits two o f  de li ' le bu ' bs [bulb s ] ,  yuh know. Evah heah [hear]  yuh 
look at ' em [ the plant ] an ' say shame , dey fold up? [ I  probably answered this 
quest ion by shaking my head , yes or no .  For saying shame to the plant or blos
som , see No . 2290 , p . 646 . ] She go t two o f  do se [bulbs ] .  She gits de leaf o ff de 
[Zag li ly ,  one lea f ,  an ' one peetal [ petal ] o f f  de b loom.  An '  she makes a tea 
of dat an ' she bathe s  ' is neck an ' haid good wit dat . An ' den , when she got 
through bathin ' ' im wit dat , she gave ' im three aspirins . He couldn ' t  sleep , 
couldn ' t  eat , couldn ' t not ice  nuthin , but he went tub sleep an ' he s lept all dat 
night .  

De nex' mawnin ' we got up , we were fixin ' breakfast .  "Hello" [he says ] .  Here 
he comes walkin ' , lookin ' well . She had a very pur t ty li ' le girl dere which she 
vus raisin '  [bringing up ] an ' he looked at ' er an ' smiled . Soon as she got close 
tuh ' im ,  he threw ' is han ' s on tuh ' im an ' say , "Hey , "  the firs ' time he had 
spoken in nine months . Fo ' fifteen days dat wus all she done wus tuh keep dat 
treatment up . His  speech wus almos t normal . His hearin ' , his sense of evah
thing wus almost normal . An' den , when she got ' im dat good , she asked me tuh 
tell ' er a good nerve builder to build ' im  up . Ah said , "Well , give 1 im  Dr . 
Hiles Nerve Medicine , an ' Dr . Miles Anti-pain Cure . "  

Ah wish yuh would see ' im today . He i s  a b ig hearty man as lives . An ' he 
had los t ' is mind comple tely . [New Orleans , La . , (802-804) , 112 6 : 2 . ] 

7 254 . [ Doctor King , my firs t great failure , I remember quite wel l .  In a 
group o f  ten dissimilar men , I could s till identify him : very black , very formal, 
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very profes s i onal . Yes , he carried a medical kit ! A recent arrival in Richmond , 
so he s aid , my contact man Carter found him j ust as he was about to leave home on 

a profes sional call . Only because 
STATIONARY ROOT OF DOCTOR KING IN RICHMOND Carter had an automob ile ,  that would 

save time , could he see me for a few 
minutes to make an appointment for the following day . ] 

If he git holta [hold o f ] yuh shoe , dere ' s a root dat y�h call stationary root . 
He kin take yuh shoe an ' shave of f a li ' le dus t ,  o ff dat roo t , an ' put it  in yuh 
shoes . An '  yuh kin put yuh · shoe back on yuh feet , yuh unnahstan ' , an '  dere ain ' t  
nuthin yuh kin do . Yuh unnahstan ' ?  Well , i f  yuh wan ' a b e  success ful o r  anythin' 
lak dat , yuh unnahs tan ' ,  dere ' s nuthin yuh kin do . Anythin ' yuh do is s tationary, 
yuh cain ' t do nuthin .  [ This s tationary root is any root  the mail-order firm or 
hoodoo drug s tore says it is . ] [ Richmond , Va . ,  (39 2) , 446 : 1 . ] 

Dere ' s  a certain bone dat chew git a holta [ hold o f ] . Y�h ' ll f in '  dat b one 
right ovah ' is left eye . Yuh notice when anybody , somepin gon ' a  happen tuh any
body , yuh ' ve heard - people says , "Ah ' m  gon ' a have bad luck , mah l ef t  eye j ump in ' 
[see Fo Zk Zore from Adams County IZ Zinois , 2nd ed . ,  Nos . 4035-4050 , p . l76 ] . It ' s 
de only sign bone yuh got .  Yuh unnahs tan ' , it ' s  a s o ft bone , it ' s  right ovah yuh 
left eye . Dat ' s  d e  bone dat zhao git . Now, dat ' s de bone dat chew waah lak yuh 
do a b taok oat bone (see Hoodoo pp . 74- 9 7 , etc . ) .  Keep yuh outa all dangah , any 
time yuh ' re goin ' intuh trouble or goin ' tub b e  dis appointed or  anybody goin ' tub 
do somepin tub yuh . Well now, listen . If  yuh know a man or a woman dat dey wuh 
[were ] undah forty-seven yeah ole , no t oldah but undah forty-seven , an ' if yuh 
know dat person , an ' anybody kin gi t dat bone an ' wrap i t  up in a black han ' ke
chef , aftah he ' s  daid , an ' - yuh take dat bone an ' put it in yuh cloz an ' weah 
da t bone continly [ cont inually ] .  An '  evahthin ' dat ' s  gona happen tub yuh , wheth
ah it ' s  bad or it ' s  good - when somepin gona happen tub yuh dat ' s  good , dis bone 
will git hot , yuh unnahs tan ' ,  an' yuh kin feel it burnin ' , yuh unnahstan '  fo ' a 
short while . Now , yuh know yuh ' re gona git in good luck . But if yuh ' re gona git 
intuh trouble de bone will move , j is '  lak yuh eye j ump lak dat . I t  will move so 
dat choo kin feel it . [446 : 2 . ] 

Now, if yuh have a paralastic [paralyt ic ] s troke , s omebody give yuh [ has given 
yuh ] somepin , put somep in down aroun ' de hous e [ fo r  you to walk over or touch ] 
an ' yuh cain ' t git along . Yuh s tay sick all de t ime , yuh haven ' t  got no pahtic
lah [particular ] ailment , yuh unnahstan ' ,  but choo j is '  po ' ly [ poorly ] all de 
time , b ad health,  no coUPage , no man of  ' bility [ ab ility ] tub make connection 
wit yuh wife , an ' all dat kin ' a stuff . Yuh ab solutely know dat dere sompin 
wrong. Well , all right . 

Now , YUH KIN DEDICATE AN '  KILL ANYTHIN ' DAT I S  AROUN '  YUH HOUSE AN '  IT WON ' T  
HAVE ANY POWAH TUH IT AN '  YUH GIT WELL . [Doctor King says to  dedicat e and kill 
an animal around the house will not cure no courage . The killing o f  animals as 
a remedy for impotence is common in Hoodoo : �. Nos . 3111-3112 , p . 2342 ; frog , 
Nos . 3198-3203A ,  pp . 236D-2362 ; liver o f  l ive do g ,  Nos . 3425-2443 , pp . 2411-2414 ; 
snail , pp . 2458-24 7 0 ,  and duckling , No . 6 7 8 7 , p . 312 2 . ] To dedioate the animal 
b efore it s death is not so apparent , except by intention . There may b e  in HoodOo 
an example or two o f  real dedication . ]  

Now , ah t ell yuh [ a  second method ] whut choo do . Yuh go tub work an ' cut a 
piece o f  cloth outa de baid [bed ] when yuh be sleepin ' . Unnahs tan ' ,  cut a piece 
of clo th outa de undahgarment dat choo wheah . Set it afiah [ afire ] an ' let it 
smoke . An ' git chew a hand�ul of natchal [ natural ] table �lt , po ' [pour ] i t  in
tub a bottle , an ' hold dat smoke right on dat bottle an ' i� will fill dat bot tle 
up wit smoke [ demons trates ] .  ·, 

(You hold the neck of the bottle down [ tilt it ] .  
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\ 
Yuh put a rag dere , de smoke goi�� in de first hole it comin ' �n. Well , fill 

dat bo t tle up wit smoke yuh unnahstan ' , an ' s top [ up ]  dat bottle wit dat smoke in 
dere . De smoke will live , it cain ' t escape . 

(The handful o f  salt is placed in the bot tle before it is corked up . )  
An '  yuh dig a hole undah yuh step an '  put i t  undah dere . An ' yuh git well . 

[ 346 : 3 . ] 
[Doator King gives us another impotence cure : ]  
Now , whu '  chao [what you ] gota do now, yuh gota go tuh work an ' git a male 

hors e ,  a stallion . Ketch some of ' is watah , yuh unnahs tan ' . Ketch some of ' is 
watah an ' baz [bathes ]  yuhself [ the penis ] down in watah [ stallion urine ] an '  dat 
will • • •  yuh git chure aourage [ sexual potency ] back . 

[A penciled note o f  mine made at the time of my pencil transcript ion attached 
reads : Do not use unless par [ [para lle l ] ] seaured. This rite of perfect magic 
needs no parallel , though there may be one in HoodOo or elsewhere . S ince this 
rite was never typed I have a ttached to this sheet my o riginal penciled tran
scrip tion made a few months after the collecting . ]  [ 44 6 : 4 . ] 

Yuh [ someone els e ]  kin take yuh photograph an ' go tuh de graveyard , an ' walk 
aroun ' de grave s even times , j is '  lak de walls of Jericho when dey walked around 
it seven times d e  walls fel�. Pick some dirt o ff de daid man grave an ' put it 
intuh a envelope , an' put dis pitchure in dere . An ' bring it back an ' put it 
anywhere yuh wan' a put it , ups ide down yuh unnahs tan ' , an ' [ the pers on of the 
picture ] yuh ' ll pine away tuh death . [ 4 67 : 1 . ] 

[At the end of  this brief interview Doator King left  to vis it his waiting 
patient . Carter let him out of the automobile somewhere . Next day Doator King 
failed to appear for his appointment with me . As soon as convenient Carter went 
after him. No one at the hous e had ever seen or heard o f  a Doator King ! Unfor
tunately the landlady was out shopping . Normally I would probably have returned 
to New York C ity after my work in Richmond . Instead I took a flyer down to 
Petersburg to visit Doator King ' s old address , the one he had given us . Again, 
no one had ever heard of hfm or his name . What had happened? Doator King had 
probab ly sprinkled some of  his - stationary �ot dust in my interviewing room. At 
leas t ,  as far as he was concerned , we were stati onary . ] [Richmond , Va . , (39 2) , 
446 : 1-46 7 : 1 . ] 

7 255 . Dem [ =  them = he]  wus a hoodoo dOator. [ I ]  knew all dat . Dat ' s all 
dat wus . [He ] gived me one an ' it looked lak it wus a toby tuh me or somepin , 

[ a  p iece of ] cat tle [ ani
TOBY FOR LUCK GETTING A JOB - MADE BY HOODOO DOCTOR mal ] heart . It wus nuthin 

but a plain dried cattle 
[animal ] heart , which dey [he ]  had placed in it [bag wi th ] luak pins , looked lak 
it wus . 

(What did you carry that for ? You carried it?  Were you supposed t o  carry 
that? ) 

Yes , ' ah carried it . I t  looked lak ah would git a j ob .  An '  ah played - if ah 
played politics ah would git it [ the j ob ] , unt il ah los t it [ the bag ] . 

(Well , how did you carry that ? )  
Jis ' tied i t  up in a red bag .  
(In a red what ? )  
In a red bag , rag , a li ' le small piece , yo ' know ,  an ' ah wore it around mah 

waist .  
(I see . ) 
[ This toby was a small piece of dried animal 

luak pins in it , carried in a red flannel bag . ] 
7 25 6 . (What do they do with that hair? ) 

heart [ chicken? ] with s everal 
[Vicksburg,  Mi ss . , ( 7 7 2 )  991 : 4 . ] 
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Well , dey ' ll take dat hair an ' dey ' ll  tie it 
dat hair wit s tring an ' make nine kno t s  in it . 

aroun ' dere waist , yuh know . Tie 
Af tah dey make dem nine knot s in 

it , well in about fifteen 
days yuh ' d  go crazy , if yuh 
don ' t  go see about chureself.  
an ' see about chureself . 

TWO-HEADED PERSON CURES 9 KNOTS TIED IN YOUR HAIR 

Yuh ' d  have tuh go tuh some strong two-haided person 
(Where do you get this hair from? ) 
Out o f  yuh ear . 
(And what do they tie that to? ) 
Aroun ' dey wais t .  [New Orleans , La . , (848B) , 1311 : 4 . ] 
725 7 .  He left me once . Yes sir , mah husban ' , he left  me once . Ah worried 

ovah ' im.  Ah went tuh a man an '  ah ast ' im.  Ah went tuh a man supposed tuh be  
a rootman an ' ah ast ' im whut would ah do . 

TRUTHFUL ROOT� TELLS EMILY TO PRAY 
WEED WITH LETTERS "IC" = JESUS CHRIST 

He say , "Emily , ah tell yo ' de truth. " 
He say , "Pray . " 
Ah said , "Ah done prayed t ill ah ' m  tyahd 
[ tired ] . "  Ah said , " I t  don ' t look lak 
tuh me de Lawd hearin ' mah p rayah . " 
He said , "Yo ' j is '  have faith . "  
Ah got me sompin dey calls de many fens , 
an ' ah go t mah brothah tuh go in de woods 

an ' git me - well see , he has dat . He ' s  got aplenty of dat . When yo ' cuts dat -
i t ' s  a weed grows about dat high - an ' when yo ' cut i t , t ime yo ' cut it half in 
two , it ' s  two lettahs on it , it ' s  a " IC" [ =  Jesus Christ ] on dere . [The let ters 
" I" and "J" years ago were made alike . ] An '  ah took dat an ' ah [ got ] me some of 
dis heah one-time droppah [ eye-dropper ] an ' ah wrote him a lettah an '  ah j is '  
took i t  an ' j is '  rubbed it all up on dere an ' put it  in de envelope an '  s ealed 
i t  an ' sent i t  tuh ' im. He come on right back tuh me . He hasn ' t  left me no mo ' 
s ince . 

(What is  the name of this weed that you get in the woods ? )  
IC . De time yo ' cut it off  dere ' s two lettahs on it - IC . 
(And you simply rub this roo t  over this letter . )  
An ' dat othah droppah , one-t ime droppah , yo ' put it on dere an ' seal de lettah 

up an ' send i t  t uh  ' im .  
(You simply put this liquid i n  this one- time dropper and put it over the let

ter ? )  
Put i t  on de lettah .  
[ I  am unable t o  identify this weed. A similar ho Zy plant i s  the aross vine 

(Bignonia aapreo Zata) of  southern U . S . A . , which shows when cut across  a s tem 
the figure o f  a cross . S imilarly this plant , like the " IC" one , keeps husband 
home and away from other women (see 765 , p . 225  and 1810 , p . 542 ) . ]  [ Savannah , 

Ga . , ( 1 2 7 2 ) , 2153 : 3 . ] 
WASHINGTON - DOCTOR IN CHARLESTON - TO GET JOB 7258 . Now , i f  ah wanta give yo ' 

a j ob - [you] come tuh me fer a 
j ob .  Fer a mat tah lak dat , de firs ' thing ah ' d  say tub [ yuh ] , see mah firs ' word 
tuh yuh , "Have yuh known dis gentleman? " 

[You answer ] "Yes . "  
"Have yuh evah worked fer ' im?"  
"Yes . " 

"Why did yuh s top ?" 
[Doator Washington is  us ing the new psycho logy and business method s floating 

about in the air about 1937 . ] 
Well , he explain tch yuh . An '  while be explain tuh yuh , ah ' m  git tin ' de 
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foundat ion tub work on , ' cuz he mighta been workin'  ovah in de market an ' dere 
mighta been a fallin ' out . Now b efo ' remarkin ' on de fallin ' , out ah gotta go 
an ' hunt de man whut carry de bone [ o f  contention? ] dat where de [ trouble? ] � 
.!!2!!!. [originally? ] .  Go b ack an ' search an '  den he say , "All right , yuh all . 
Well see me tuhmorrah evenin ' , [ or ]  come back tuhmorrah mawnin ' ' tween two and 
three ' clock . Knock on do ' an ' do ' be opened , an 1 come on in de room an1 git 
choo outa baid . An '  ah be lookin ' fer people )an '  ah sleep dere all alone , no one 
but mahself . An '  mah s treet do ' an ' mah room do ' stay open . Come in dere an '  
shake me an ' ah raise up an ' turns ovah an ' go o n  out . When yo ' come back ,  ah 
say , "Well ,  have yuh got nine dimes?  Dat ' s  whut ah want . Well , g it nine . Ah 
want 1 9 , firs ' an ' second hal f . Dat ' s  all de j ob . Don ' t  gotta [ ask for more ] 
until ah git de man , git de boss right tuh de place ah wan t . Gatta turn on dis 
man t ' ree [ three ] times . An ' de fot [ fourth ] time , if ah don ' t git [him] de 
t ' ree [ third time ] . 

All right . Well , do whut yuh could . Now ah might go an ' take yuh drawahs . 
Don ' t wash de whole , [ only ] right in de seat . Put ' em in a bas in j is '  lak dat 
till dat watah turn black . Wait t il l it [ turn b lack ] now . All right , an ' take 
dat watah in a rag , a cot ton rag an ' soak it all up in dat rag , an '  den use dat 
watah in de basin an '  gi t it  on yuh arm, both sides . 

(You wash your arms ? ) 
All yuh arms . Den take dat same watah , wash i t  off  de rag . Yuh gain ' fer de 

j ob de second t ime . Wash yuh face wi t it j is ' lak dat . 
(Won ' t it  smell? ) 
Yes , it smell .  SOME PEOPLE SO CRAZY FER SMELLS - DAT ' S  A JOB-JOKE - but do 

it an ' yuh go dere . "Well , Cap [ Captain ] ah come fer a j ob dis  mawnin ' . How 
about it ?"  

" Ah  don ' know. Come back latah , ah may see yuh between now an ' Monday mawn-
in I • I I  

"All right , thankee [ thank you ]  si r . " 
(You salute him with your right hand . ) 
Yuh salute ' im wit yuh right hand - made de connection - t ' ree times . Don ' t 

hesitate now . 
[He ] tells yuh , "Ah ain ' t  got nuthin tuh do , but ah ' ll s ee yuh maybe ' bout 

Monday mawnin ' . Come back an ' ah ' ll see whut ah kin do fer yuh . Talk tuh yuh 
surely . " 

"Thankee sir ; thankee ,  s ir . "  
Right o ff dere yuh goes .  Come on back wit yuh . Come an ' ' is thought wit yuh 

be . Yuh comin ' back an ' sleepin ' . Yo ' go back dere Monday mawnin ' an ' yo ' got 
de j ob . Well , whut if yo ' bein ' treated now , ah wus de person aftah it mahself . 
Give perfec t satisfac tion . When yuh come back tub me , ah done knowed whut ah 
done wid yuh , wit de watah . 

Den ah want chew tub take dat same bas in or pan an ' git chao some physic 
salts an ' some sulphur . Watch me . Some vaseline , half a bottle of vas eline , 
an 1  put about a quar t o f hot  watah in it , an ' put ' em  intuh a round basin an '  
fetch yuh . An ' wash from yuh navel down. [Here is the magic b ath . ] Sets  de 
whole body in an ' wash from de navel right on troo [ through ] , all troo . An '  dat 
watah turn b lack .  An ' den wash yuh whole haid wit dat all up on yuh arms , all 
yuh neck an ' let it dry . Don ' t wipe a thing ,  j is '  let it s tay on dere an '  dry 
on yuh . 

Now dat man send fer yuh . 
(He ' ll send for you? ) 
Dat ' s  right . He ' ll have de j ob [ for you ] . Dat man send fer yuh . [ Charles

ton , S .  Car . , ( 509) , 569 : 1 . ] 
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7259 . Years ago my mo ther walked acros t  the yard one t ime go ing to the well . 
A pain taken her in the foo t .  She was a s  well a s  she could be before , And she 
became s ick . A whit e  doctor ' tended [ her ] and she became no thing but skin and 

WATER - A GLASS OF COLD - BOILS WITHOUT HEAT 
THI S DOCTOR 'S METHOD FOR DIAGNOS I S  

bones . W e  saw h e  couldn ' t  do 
nothing so we got a ounjure , some 
lady . I don ' t know who she was . 
She came back [with us to our 

house ]  and said 
somebody saw us 
little girl . 

I was the only one to go and GET WATER FROM A HIDDEN PLACE . If  
going we had to change and go  somewhere else . I was j us t  a 

She came back [a  second time ]  and brought something in a b ox - I had to  rub 
[ on ]  her [ the mo ther ] in a bath . No one could do anything for her but me : You 're 
the on Zy one to rub your mother� nobody e Zse but you. You have to do aZ Z the 
oooking� everything she eats . No one e Zse is to oook it . We [ I ]  had to go some
where in the woods and get HIDDEN WATER AFTER DARK . 

[ The mo ther ' s  s ituation became worse . ]  
She was going [barefoo t ]  acros t  the floor one night and s tepped on a splinter . 

[ This of  course was the work of an enemy . ] In the meantime [ before this ] a 
[ s trange ]  man came in . [After he left ] that kitchen sprung up . [ The floor buck
led causing the splinter her mo ther stepped on . ] I don ' t know what it was . 
Every time that spell would come upon her she would rage . 

One day [ some years later ] as I was going to work this woman [ounjure ] came 
around the [ corner of the ] hous e and we happen to meet at the same time . And 
she said , "You ' re hurt . All your misery is right there . " And she put her hand 
on your [my ]  s tomach . She said , "You ' re hurt with your hair and with your p ic
chure . "  And I didn ' t know what to say . I didn ' t want to said a word to her . 
And she said , "Let me go in and I ' ll tell you. " [ I  took her inside . ] "Give me 
a glass of  water . "  I gave a glass ful . SHE S ET IT ON THE FLOOR . " IF YOU ' RE  
GOING TO GET WELL , I ' LL SHOW YOU BY THIS WATER. THIS WATER WILL BOIL . 1 1  

We sat there and looked at the water . And the water boiled over the glass . 
IT WAS COLD WATER. 

And she said , "You ' re hurt. " She said , " I f  you don ' t  say anything about it 
when you feel bet ter , you ' ll get well ; but if you tell anybody , you ' ll die . 1 1 

And every time mama felt bet ter and would say something about i t ,  she ' d  get 
worse . Just a week before she died she up and go t out of  bed . She said , 11You 
all think I ' m  going to get b et ter but I ' m  going to die . 11 That evening , Friday 
evening , she was taken speechless and stopped talking . She called for fish and 
corn bread . I gave it  to her .  I was ups tairs and I would hear a funny nois e .  
I went down and called her . She said , "No , no thing i s  the mat ter with me . I ' m  
j us t  eating. That was j us t  a lit tle while before she s topped talking . She co� 
menced eating and s topped talking and couldn ' t  say a word .  She died that night . 

[ FREDRICKSBURG ,  VA . , ( 7 6 ) , THE AUTHOR REPEATING WORDS OF INFORMANT INTO HAND 
CRANKED EDIPHONE OUT IN THE COUNTRY. THIS CONJURATION OCCURRED IN ORANGE CO . , 
VA. , IN 1919 ; I COLLECTED IT IN 1936 . FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF COLD WATER BOILING , 
see EFFERVESCENT TABLET TRICK , No . 79 0 , p . 264 . A CORRECTION MUST BE MADE HERE . 
No . 790 WAS NOT COLLECTED IN MEMPHIS , TENN . , BUT IN WAYCROSS , GA. Middlewood , Ga ., 
the p lace where the triok happened , I have not been ab le to find on the map . For 
other examples . of  diagnosis by water , see WATER , pp . 215-217 . ]  

7 260 . Tuh separate a man an ' ' is wife , yuh git dis oil dat dey call de Wiaard 
Oi Z  [ demons trates ] .  

(Take this Wiaard OiZ and wipe your hand with it . )  
No , dere hand wit hit an ' rub it on ' is face , see an ' hair . An ' when he git 

in conversation wit de woman , if  he kin git ' er tuh yield tuh ' im - he come tuh 
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kiss ' er ,  hold ' er by de hand , he kin gi t ' er s o  dat she hate her husband an ' be  
where he  is all de  time . See , cuz dat j is '  draws de woman from ' er husban ' tuh 

' im .  Ah ' ve been tole dat . 
WIZARD OIL - MADE OR BOUGHT - IN LOVE RITE (Where do you get this �zard Oi l ? )  

Well , some people makes it . Ah 've 
been tole dat some people know how tuh make it . An ' some gits it from diff ' ren ' 
places . [Washington , D . C . , ( 638) , 826 : 1 . ] 

9 .  MURDER 

[Until 1936 , the year following the pub lication o f  my fir s t  edition of 
Fo lk ZoPe from Adams County Il linois (2nd ed . , 1965 ) , I neither · knew nor suspect
ed there was a folklore about murder .  In the first edition of FACI - abbrevia
tion used in present Hoodoo for preceding book - the act o f  murder o ccurs 8 
times : (1)  in a dream ,  No . 6 305 ; ( 2 )  omen of future murder from wedding dress , 
7268 ; (3) site of murder an unlucky place for playing cards , 8 9 3 1 ; (4 ) a black 
informant had heard ab out bringing back murderer by writing a let ter , but could 
no t explain how it was done , 9176 ; (5)  dropping umbrella on floo r a sign of fu
ture murder in that house , 10174 ; ( 6 )  murderer revisits scene o f  crime , 102 7 9 ; 
( 7 )  murderer unab le to sleep facing the east , the sun [ Son] , 1028 0 ; and ( 8 )  if  
you talk about murder every day for 6 months [ a  folkway of saying if murder be
comes an obsession ] , you ' ll b e  hanged for murder , 10650 . The Index in FAC I 
(1st  ed . ) under Murder als o  says : s ee b loodstain , hoodoo and witchcraft ,  spir it s . 
I will divide MURDER into 2 parts : HOW MURDERER CAN ESCAPE , and HOW MURDERER CAN 
BE CAUGHT . This separat ion o f  course can not be absolute , because some inform
ants will give both escape and caught aspects of murder in the same statement . 
The final aspect of MURDER , the TRIAL , is reserved for COURT CASES later . 

(1 ) . HOW MURDERER CAN ESCAPE 

[ Obviously a murderer will use any method he has ever heard o f  to escape cap
ture by the law.  If he has t ime and knows about one , he may stop at the house of 
a wise woman or witchcPafteP or hoodoo for aid , but usually such pro fessional 
assis tance is no t called in until the trial . Some doctoPs , espec ially the cele
brated DoctoP Buz zard (p . 891) , s pecialized in all types o f  criminal work . Here , 
however ,  follow a few of the magic devices supposed �o help a murderer in flight . ] 

7261.  I f  a man is kilt dere ' s two certain ways . If a man is kilt an ' he 
falls on his back , dat ' s  de man , dat ' s  de murderer kin easily escape an ' very 

seldom captured . But if  a man ' s kilt an '  
MURDER VICTIM FALLS ON FACE OR BACK fall on his face , de murderer of de man 

is  easily captured . But j is '  how it ' s  
done , ah don ' t know , ah nevah have heard j is '  how it ' s  done . [ S t .  Petersburg , 
Fla . , ( 9 9 6 ) , 1612 : 3 . ]  

7 26 2 .  Heard in d e  ole t imes dey say if a person would kill somebody an '  he 
[victim ] would fall on his f ace , de man [killer ] might go off but he couldn ' t. 
s tay . He ' d  return back in a short while an ' give up . When he fall on his face 
he couldn ' t  s tand to s tay away . In case he fall ovah backwards , the fellow might 
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make his escape . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1394) , 2506 : 6 . ] 
7 26 3 .  Ah hear ' em say i f  dey die - when de '  [ dey ] die , i f  he falls on his 

face , dat dey will ketch him [murderer ] . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201) , 2017 : 10 . ] 
7264 . If a man ' s killed an '  he fall on his face , de one dat done it , he ' ll 

tell it  befo ' he dies ; if a man ' s  killed an ' he fall on his back , he won ' tell 
it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2646 : 1 . ] 

7 26 5 .  I ' ve heard ' em say i f  you kill anyone an ' d e  man falls on his face , de 
murderer can ' t gi t away ; an ' if he go , he ' ll have to come back . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (555) , 69 1 : 14 . ] 

7266 . I f  the murdered person falls on face , the murderer will b e  caught . 
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 845 : 1 . ] 

7 26 7 .  Ah heard dat i f  a fellah shoot a man down an ' de fellah wanted tub git 
away , why dey run dere an ' grab de fellah dat he shot , if  he ' s  daid , an ' turn 
' im ovah on ' is face an ' de man couldn ' t git away , he would l ingah around some

whah . 
VICTIM FALLING ON BACK (His friends would turn the man over , turn the corpse 
IS  TURNED OVER ON FACE over on its  face . ) 

De man dat was daid - an '  den dat would have de man tub 
lingah round somewhah an ' he ' d  come back . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1058 ) , 1718 : 9 . ] 

7268 . Ah knowed a fellah - dat ' s r ight , he kilt a man . An ' he sho t de man 
an ' de man fel l  on his face . An '  he run dere an ' - af tah de man fell - an ' 

shoved de man on his back , see . An ' den he - de woods 
VICTIM FALL ING ON FACE ah r eckon wus j es '  about f ive hunderd yards , yo ' know , 
IS TURNED OVER ON BACK from where he kilt de man , an ' he runned yo ' know an ' 

he j umped ovah de fence in de woods , yo ' see . An ' when 
dey brought de hounds , yo ' know , dere to put on his track , de hounds couldn ' t  run 
' im a b i t  furthah den dis swamp . An ' dey ain ' t go t ' im from dat day up until dis 
[ 19 39 ] .  Dat wus in de time of de World War [ I ]  - it wus comin '  on [before 1917 ] . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (106 9 ) , 17 30 : 3 . ] 

7269 . Dey claim dat if a man gits killed , dey claim whichevah way de man 
falls , da t ' s  killed , dat is de way da t de fellah dat did de killin ' , prob ' ly de 

one dat did de killin ' , 
DIRECTION IN WHICH VICTIM FALLS MURDERER WILL FLEE dey ' ll go in dat direction. 

Le t it b e  eas tward , north
ward or westward or southward , dey will go in de direction - j es '  in de direc tion 
de man fallen dat he ' s  killed . [No tice anti-sunwise or ant i-clo ck mo tion ; we 
have the order of  the four cardinal points of the compass . ]  [ S t . Petersburg , 

Fla . , (9 88) , 159 5 : 2 . ] 
DIRECT ION IN WHICH VICTIM FALLS KILLER WILL RETURN 72 70 . I f  corpse falls the 

way murderer goes , murderer 
will come b ack [ f rom that direction] . [A  better statement of b elief is g iven in 
i t s  margin title . ] [Mobile , Ala . , (668) , 882 : 11 . ] 

72 7 1 .  I f  yo ' kill any person an ' yo ' kin git a chance tub s tep ovah ' im,  
can ' t git  no kinda b loodhoun ' s tub git  b ehin ' atall any mo ' .  Jes ' step ' cro ss 

' im aftah yo ' kill ' im ,  s ee . [As we shall see in 
MURDERER STEPS OVER CORPSE a moment , any s tepping over the corpse ,  fo rward or 

backwards , makes the s ign of the cross , a sacred 
symbol that will protec t the murderer against the avenging spiri t o f  the dead 
body . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 2190 . ] 

7 2 7 2 . Whut dey say yo ' kin do tub git away . 
(What do they say about that ? )  
Jes '  lak i f  a man kill anothah man or sompin o f  de kin '  lak dat , said j es ' 

s tep ovah his body . Be shure tub s tep ovah his body an ' dey ' ll nevah ketch chew 
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no mo ' through life . Jes '  s t ep ovah his body an ' don ' look back. [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , (1351) , 2 346 : 5 . ] 

7 2 7 3 .  If  ah kill yo ' , ah kin j es '  step right ovah yo ' an' don ' nevah look 
back an ' den yo ' won ' ketch me . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1247) , 2113 : 4 . ] 
---y274 . Wal , a s inner-man lotsa times he ' ll come back cuz if  he didn ' t  step 
ovah dis man , he more den ap t tuh git caught .  Or he will come back cuz [ the 
spirit of ] d is man whole lotsa times will worry him so until he [ comes back) . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (998) , 1615 : 3 . ] 

7 2 7 5 .  When dey kill a man ,  i f  he fall on ' is face , why i f  h e  fall on ' is 
face lak dat , yo ' s tep like dis [ demonstrate s ]  step backwards ovah him. If he 

fall any way [ you s tep backwards over him] , but 
BACKWARDS STEP OVER CORPSE more specially if he fall on ' is face lak dat .  Yo ' 

come round dis way [ demons trates ] an ' s tep back
wards ovah him .  Dey won ' t ketch yo ' .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1009) , 1633 : 9 . ]  

BACKWARDS JUMP OVER CORPSE - THEN TURPENTINE ON FEET 
7 276 . To keep from being 
caught , let murderer j ump  
backward s  acros s  the 

corpse and then put turpentine on feet . [Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( ? ) ,  648 : 6 . ] 
72 7 7 . Said dat he could take de man dat he killed an ' j ump ovah him dis way 

[ demons trates ] an ' den j ump backward s , but he do ' s  it fo ' three t imes an ' den 

BACKWARDS AND FORWARDS JUMP OVER CORPSE 3 TIMES 
he goes on away . An ' dey said 
he can ' t b e  caught , de hounds 
can ' t trail ' im .  [ Forwards 

and backwards is one time ; do 
7 27 8 .  Know whut dey do to 

fall - ah ' ve seen dat mahsel f 

three times . ]  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (107 3 ) , 17 37 : 10 . ] 
keep ' em from ketchin '  ' im? Well , soon as de man 
an ' ah ain ' t nevah hear ' d  of dem ketchin ' ' im .  

HE STEPS ' CROSS 'IM :5 TIMES • • •  
GOES RIGHT ROUN 1 'IM - 1 CROSS 1 IM AG 'IN 

' im an ' s t ep right cross ' im ag ' in, three 
( St eps forward over him? ) 

Soon as de man fall aftah dey shoot 
' im ,  yo ' know , an ' he d ies , why he 
steps cross  ' im thr ee times . He goes 
an ' s tep cros s ' im an '  goes right roun ' 
times . 

Yes sir , step fahward an ' come right on back de same way an ' s tep cro s s  ' fm  
three times , an ' den leave . Dey ' ll har ' ly ketch ' im .  

(He doesn ' t walk around the corpse [ I  demons trate ] : Steps [ forward ] ,  over hfm 
like that , comes back [ s teps back over body ] , and then back [ s teps forward over 
body second time ] . )  

Yes sir , three times . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1021) , 1651 : 5 . ] 
7 27 9 .  Fo ' instance , i f  a man would kill a man an ' he would cross ' im  three 

times . 
(Here is  the body .  Now,  how would he cross  him? ) 
[ For the bodY I probab ly used my Numbers Book , small note book containing the 

number o f  each informant and brief information about him after he left . ]  

BACKWARDS AND FORWARDS 
STEP 3 TIMES OVER CORPSE 

MAKING AN X OR CROSS - IF KILLER' S NAME KNOWN 
WRITE IT BACKWARDS 9 T IMES ON EGG - BURY WITH BODY 

angle to form an X o r  cro ss . ]  Den he ' d  go away an ' 
back . Yo ' may ketch him in California or somewhere 
hisself , yo ' see .  

He ' d  cross hfm dis way 
[demonstrates ] an ' den he ' d  
come back dis way . Den he ' d  
come farward ag ' in . Dat ' s  
three times [ forward , b ack
ward , forward - each on an 

he won ' t  be ketched by comin'  
but not by him returnin ' back 

But , if yo '  know de party dat commit de crime an ' will take dat chicken aig 



3244 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

an ' write his name on de aig nine t ime backwards . If his name Charles  Smith , 
wri te Smith Charles , bury ing dat party wit dat aig in dere . Ah guarantee yo ' in 
about three or fo ' mont ' time , yo ' will ketch him near de p lace where he commit 
de crime , comin ' back fo ' some reason . He won ' t  stay ' way . 

Well , if  he [you or I ]  commit de crime , an ' havin ' trouble - so no dog ,  no 
law,  nuthin could find out mah business or nuthin ' ;  but if yo ' kin git to  it , de 
turpentine swamps , yo ' git de turpentine an ' put it at de bot tom of his feet , rub 
it  at de bot tom in de shoe sole an ' de dogs won ' t  trail him. He ' ll be caught by 
someone else , but de dogs won ' trail wit turpentine . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1560) , 
2855 : 1 . ] 

7280 . Lak ah go out dere an ' kill a fellah . Well , if ah kin manage tub push 
' im from me or s tep ' cross ' im  three t imes an ' walk ' way from him wit mah back to 

FORWARDS AND BACKWARDS 3 TIMES 
TURN TO CORPSE - BACK AWAY 9 STEPS 
TURN AWAY FROM CORPSE - CONTINUE ON 

him, dat de law will nevah fin '  me . 
(Well , how do you mean you s tep across  him? 
Here ' s  the body now. Now , how do you s t ep 
across there? ) 
See [ demonstrates ] , if  he would fall when 

ah shoo tin' ' im - if he ' d  a-fall to me , if  ah ' d  manage to git to him an ' turn ' im  
backwards an ' let 1 im fall on ' is back - an ' ah come to him an ' walk ' cross [him] 
lak dis [ demons trates ] de f irst time , lak heah an ' back ag ' in , den ah walk away 
from ' im .  

(You walk over him once and back over him. You s tep acro s s  him three t imes 
and then you turn your back . Do you back away f rom him o r  j us t  walk? ) 

Yo ' walk o f f  from ' im .  Step back an ' back o f f  nine s teps dat way an ' den yo ' 
turn yore back , an ' go on away from ' im , an ' i f  yo ' kin keep from lookin ' back , 
de law will nevah git chew. [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1404) , 2529 : 10 . ] 

BACKWARDS OVER CORPSE 3 TIMES 
HUG AND KISS DEAD BODY 

GO TO GRAVEYARD - DIRT IN EACH SHOE 

7281 . If  a man killed anybody an ' don ' t 
want ' em tub ketch ' im ,  he kin - de one 
dat he killed , he kin step backwards ovah 
' im  three times an ' hug ' im  an ' kiss ' im , 
go to de graveyard an ' put some dir t  in 

each one of  ' is shoes , an ' dey can ' t ketch ' im .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1141) , 1856 : 14 . ] 
7282 . Ah ' ve undahs tood i t  dis way , dat when dey kills a man - af tah dey kill 

de man - dey turn an ' walk backwards ovah ' im , for five paces I b elieve , back

BACKWARDS 5 STEPS 
wards ovah de man ; den dey turn facewards an ' go in de same 
direction dat you turned an ' dey couldn ' t  ketch chew . 
[ The murderer faces his victim while killing him , and then 

with his back to the corpse so that he can take one s tep backwards over the fall
en body , he continues five more steps backwards . At this spot the killer again 
turns 180 degrees to look towards the original or at tack direction , the direction 
in which he now walks or runs away . ]  [Jacksonville , Fla . ,  (548) , 68 3 : 2 . ]  

7283 . After , if a man kilt a [man ] , dey walk backwards nine s teps , see , and 
den s tep across [ the corpse ] .  Co ' se if he can ' t  go away [ author interrup ts ]  • • •  

(He s teps nine s teps backwards and then waht do they do? ) 
Den dey ' ll s tep acros s - yeah , to de right [ demons trates ] .  
(I  s ee , make a cross . )  

· 

Yes , an ' cross ' im an '  he can git away . 
[Any s tepping backwards acros s  a corpse on the ground makes the sign o f  the 

cross : the s tepping being one arm of the cros s ,  the corpse the other . The step
per or killer is crossing or crossing up the ghost  of his 

BACKWARDS 9 STEPS victim rather than trying to evade the police . The cross  
o f  our present ri te is more complicated . Lay a broom on the 

floor to represent the dead b ody . S tand with your back to the b room and feet to-
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gether s o  that they touch the handle. Lift your right foot back to the right , 
diagonally , over the handle {body) so that it  comes to rest solidly on the floor 
(ground) . Then s teady yourself on right foot while you move left foot to right 
until it , on o ther s ide of handle {body) , is almos t oppos ite right foot . Final
ly , lift up left foot , bringing it backwards to the left , diagonally , across 
handle (body) . Your feet have made a cross as diagrammed : 

BROOM .k! L _h - [Washington , D . C . , {638) , 824 : 5 . ] 
R R L-R 

7 2 84 . Aftah he wuz killed , ah 
backwards , an ' when he s teps nine 
left heel an ' pick up a s trand o f  
an ' a lock of  ' is hair . Ah heard 

heard dat he could take an '  step nine s teps 
s teps backwards ,  he would whirl round on de 
hair outa dat track an ' call ' is name - name 
dat ' s  de way yo ' git ' em back . 

(You call the man ' s name that wus kill
ed ? )  

BACKWARDS 9 STEPS - WHIRL ON LEFT HEEL 
PICK UP HAIR OUT OF HEEL MARK 

Call de nam dat killed ' im .  
(Well ,  how did they know it was that 
man? ) CALL NAME OF MURDERER 
Well , when dey step backwards nine step s  
an ' whirl round an ' dey g i t  de

.
strand 

of ' is hair , dey wouid know dat hair on account dey have seen dat man . An ' den , 
his ' nitials - his ' nitials b e  cut in dat hair . 

(You mean that would b e  the hair o f  the man that did the killing? ) 
Yessuh .  
[ T o  whirl round on the heel (usually right) and find a hair i n  the heel mark 

is a common rite : In the ho le you make by turning around three times on your 
right hee l you wi l l  find a hair like that of your destined mate 's (FACI 1st  ed . , 
No . 7037 ; af. 7038-7039) . For finding hair in shoe or s tocking , see 2nd ed . ,  
9105-9115 . ]  

[ Informant is des crib ing the work of a doator , who could recognize the hair 
and see the initials ; a s imple task for a gifted person , as anyone familiar with 
these vo lumes of Hoodoo knows . ]  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1412 ) , 2539 : 6 . ] 

7285 . Says , if yo ' kill a man an ' if he fall on ' is back , dat if yo ' kill 
' im an ' if  yo ' step ovah him , dat he [ spirit of dead man ] won ' t tell it [by 

bleeding and o ther methods ] . If yo ' step ovah ' im an ' 
12 STEPS OVER CORPSE j es '  keep goin ' right straight goin ' away fo ' about fo ' 

yards [ 12 feet or s tep s ]  yo ' won ' t  tell , de one dat done 
de killin ' . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2646 : ? ]  

7286 . When a man do a killin ' lak dat , i f  he want s tub git away where nobody 
bothah yo ' [him] . Ah ' ve heered dat whenevah he kills a man an '  wants  tuh git 

BLOOD OF SLAIN MAN 
MURDERER WIPES ACROSS OWN NOSE 

away , at de time dat chew kill ' im - first kill 
' im - take a han ' chief out of yore pocket or 
rag or somep in an ' git some of ' is own blood , 
an ' take dat b lood whut chew git offa ' im  an ' 

j es '  smear it right cross  yore nose - some part o f  yore no s e .  Put dat bloody 
han ' chief back in yore pocket an ' dey say dey nevah will ovahtake yo ' an ' yo ' 
always will  be out dere han ' s . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1120a) , 1800 : 4 . ] · 

7 2 8 7 . To do away wit tracks whah [where ]  de bloodhoun ' s might 
CHICKEN MANURE cross , put it [ chicken manure ] undah de bottom of yore foot . 

J is ' git chew a b ig pile of  it , yo ' know , de sole of yore shoe , 
an ' j is '  wipe it aroun ' in dere until yo ' git a-plenty o f  it on . An '  den leave 
it . Oat ' s  so de b loodhoun ' s  cain ' t even start . 

(What kind of  manure do you use? ) 
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Dat chicken manure . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (915 ) , 1483 : 11 . ] 
7 288 . [ The us e o f cow manure to escape the law is known everywhere . This 

margin ti tle contains only a few examples of the general s tat ement variously 

COW MANURE 
worded ; many o thers , as well as specialized uses , will b e  found 
in these volumes of t ext . ] 
( Suppose I kill somebody and I run away , can I do something s o  they 

can ' t catch me? Do you know what I could do? ) 
Yes sir , j es ' lak if yo ' killed me , well , yo ' will go cro s s  mah body - step 

cross  mah body three times an' go to de neares t  place dat yo ' know where a � 
lot , an ' walk in de manure o f  de cow , an ' go on through . De do g won ' t  track yo ' 
an ' yo ' ll keep a-go in ' on safe ground , unles sen yo ' j es '  talk too much . An ' 

dey ' ll ketch yo ' by yo ' talkin ' . But dey won ' t know nuthin atall . Dat ' s  whut 
dey tell me . Ah ' ve nevah did . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 7 9 ) , 2176 : 1 . ] 

7 289 . Dey say yo ' kin go through a cow lot , slip through a cow lo t where dere 
manure , an ' dat will kill de odor , an ' de dogs can ' t git de trail . [ Wilson , 
N .  Car . , (1454) , 2643 : 5 . ] 

7290 . Dat
.
' s  j es '  in cas e de law chasin ' ' em wit de hound dogs . Dey tell me 

dat - peop le say dat dey kin go through a cow ' s lot or anywhere dat dey kin git 
to fresh hill of dat , where she j es '  dropped i t , an ' wipe dey feets in it  an ' dat 
will turn de dogs around right dere .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1174 ) , 1983 : 6 . ] 

7 2 9 1 .  Well , dat fellah will run till he git to  a cow pasture , an ' when h e  git 
to a cow pas ture he go on through an ' he step in de cow manure ; j es '  step on de 
cow manure an ' j es '  keep a-goin ' . De dogs won ' t  nevah ketc_h ' im .  [ Sumter , 
S .  Car . , (1368) , 2423 : 11 . ] 

7 29 2 .  A man tole me dat i f  a man do a crime 
a cow , where a cow have dropped , an ' go an ' rub 
s ay dey couldn ' t ketch ' im .  Dat ' s all ah heerd 
Ga . , (1128) , 1833 : 1 . ] 

an '  wanta git away , say he go to 
' is feets in dat cow dropp in ' , 
' em say about it . [ Waycro ss , 

7 2 9 3 . Jes ' lak ah go an ' kill someone an ' ah wants tuh git away , s ee .  Ah 
heard dat chew kin go in a cow s tall an ' put both foots  in de cow manure , yo ' 
unders tan ' , an ' ah done walk on o f f  an ' de do g kinno t  trail yo ' .  Don ' care where 
ah go , de dog will come up to de s tall - come dere an ' stop r ight dere . [ F lorenc' 
S .  Car . , (1311) , 2222 : 8 . ] 

7294 . I f  he happen tuh do somepin an ' run away , an ' he ' ll go t o  a cow s tall 
an ' s tep in cow manure , go through dis cow s tall an ' step in dis cow manure ,  dey 
may track ' im to de cow s tall [ but no farther ] .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1407 ) , 
2529 : 11 . ] 

7 29 5 .  A do g  won ' t 
Yo '  mean bloodhoun ' s . 

track yo ' ,  yeah . Yo ' kin keeps dogs from t rackin ' yo ' .  
Yo ' go to a cow s t ab le an ' yo ' run fourteen s teps , yo ' 

WALK 14 STEP S  IN COW MANURE 
WALK IN A C IRCLE ABOUT THEM 

know steps , an ' git cow [manure ] - yo ' know, quite 
natural yo ' ll put it in de tracks where yo ' step 
an ' den go round . Don ' t come back t o  de same 
tracks , go round , yo ' know, leavin ' ,  an ' dey can ' t  

track yo ' .  Dey stoppin ' right dere .  
(You take fourteen s teps into what ? )  
Fourteen , yo ' know. Lak yo ' goin ' o f f  - ah mean , yo ' done left  de stable now. 

An '  mean yo ' goin ' on off  on yore way . 
(Oh ! You walk through this cow manure and then you walk - you take fourteen 

s teps . Then you make a circle around thos e fourteen steps  and go on about your 
business . ) 

Dey �an' t go a b it  furthah den right dere when dey gits to dat . [ Fayette
ville , N. Car . , (1403 ) , 2 5 26 : 2 . ] 

7 2 9 6 . Hear of  ' em t akin ' cow manure an '  hold a policeman back off  from dem .  
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Dey take an '  put it on dere feets an ' walk roun '- an ' roun '  dere house nine t imes , 

COW MANURE ON FEET - CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 9 TIMES 
WALK THROUGH HOUSE 9 TIMES - BURY SHOES POINTED TO SUNRISE 

an' through dey 
house nine times , 
an '  take de shoes 
whut dey have on -

scrape i t  away from de shoes an ' bury it , bury 
will nevah come upon dem . 

it to sunrise . An ' de policeman 

(They burn the shoes or j us t  the manure? ) 
Burn de manur e .  Jes ' scrape de dust an ' thing from d e  shoes an ' burn it . 

Scrape it back to ' em ,  not away from ' em . Scrape it to  ' em cuz dey want de help 
to ' em.  An '  burn i t  an ' bury i t  to sunr ise , an ' de  policeman will nevah come no 
place about ' em. 

(That is if  they are running away from them [ police ]  or something of that 
sort ? )  

Dat ' s  right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1384) , 246 2 : 7 . ] 
729 7 . Yes sir , fresh cow ' nure , rub dere face , aftah dis persons - rub ovah 

each face good an ' clean wit it . Rub it until i t  j es '  - git it j es '  j uicy in 

COW MANURE - RUB ON FACE 
MAKE TEA OF IT AND DRINK 

yore fingahs , yo ' know , den make yo ' a tea an ' drink 
it . Den yo ' kin go an ' git along . 
(Go along and do what ? )  
About chure business an '  won ' t  no one bothah yo ' .  Ah 

mean i f  yo ' did somp in ,  yo ' know - ah mean if  yo ' broke gang or  sompin like dat .  
(If  you run away from the chain gang? ) 
Yes sir . 
(Or something of  that sort . You do this with cow manure . )  [ St .  Petersburg , 

Fla . , (1043) , 1692 : 8 . ] 
7 298 . One thing yo ' kin do , yo ' kin go tub a stable or a cow lot an ' walk in 

dere . Den yo ' kin take o thah - s omepin lak turpentine - j e s ' lak dat an ' put on 
yore feet , an ' de dogs couldn ' t  trial yo ' .  [ Fayette

COW MANURE AND TURPENTINE ville , N .  Car . , (139 3) , 2 50 2 : 2 . ] 
7 2 9 9 . Well ,  if  a man kill s omeone . ' Long in dem days 

dey had bloodhounds . Well , he ' d  git ovah t o  some of ' is friends hous e an ' gi t 
some turpentine an ' he ' d  ' no int the bottom o f  ' is foots  an ' he ' d  go tuh a cow path 
where de cow had took a dump an ' he put his foot in dat cow stuff , fresh cow s tuff. ,  
an '  dat t urpentine , an ' de dog [ trailing him) he ' d  wandah , nevah could [ dog ) do 
anythin ' wit ' im. 

(DID HE ANOINT HIS FEET IN ANY PARTICULAR WAY? ) 
Jes ' s traight out [ so that he would move forward ) .  
(Oh ! He rubbed his feet s traight out from the heel to the toe with turpen

tine . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1009 ) , 1 6 33 : 8 . ] 
7 300 . Well , yo ' kin take some sp irits of  turpentine an ' wet chure shoe wit 

spirits of turpentine or undah yore fee t , an ' yo ' kin - he won ' t b othab yo ' . 
Eithah yo ' kin run through a cow lot where a cow pasture is , an ' dey ain ' t comin ' 
no fu ' thah an ' dat . De dogs cain ' t  track yo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) 1 
2645 : 19 . ] 

7 301 . (You mean , if  they put do gs on your trail? ) 
Yes . All right . I f  yo ' figure dey goin ' to put dogs on yore trail , if yo ' 

can j e s ' make it out o f  town , anywberes , j es '  git a little turpentine an ' put it 
in yo re shoe . All right , de first place yo ' can , git out in de woods wbere · a  cow 
at - fresh cow ' s  manure dere .  Yo ' s tep in it an ' yo ' can walk right on anywhere 
yo ' want to . Dere ' s  nobody goin ' to bo thah yo ' . 

(Do gs won ' t track you ? )  
Naw , d e  dogs ain ' t goin ' to track yo ' atall . [New Orleans , La. , ( 831) ,  1238 : 4 .] 
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7302 . Graveyard dirt ? Dog can ' t run yo ' wit graveyard dirt . 
(Wha t do you mean dogs aan ' t run you? ) 
You know , run-away t ime - yo ' know , ah got all dis in s lave-time and sinae 

freedom. But ah knowed o f  it in slavery times , when a man run away from ' is mah

GRAVEYARD DIRT ON FEET OR IN SHOES 
OR WALK THROUGH GRAVEYARD 

s tah . [This man said he was 1 0 7  years o ld 
when I interviewed him in 1 937. ] Dey had 
dogs an ' dey fetch a dog behind yo ' track , 
an ' dey will s tart i t  from right from where 

yo ' s tarted away from de house , but can ' t  go no furthah cuz he done bur-ried 
[burrowed ] his way out . May care [ carry ] it tuh de graveyard [ dog may aare 
track as far as graveyard ] ,  but no furthah dan de graveyard will dey run - can ' t  
run . No , can ' t run . Dog played out right dere . Yes suh . 

(What did this man do that was being chased? ) 
An '  when he gittin ' away from home , he take a hat or pocket [handkerchief ] , 

perhaps an ' put i t  ovah his feet an ' put dat graveyard dirt in dere . Well , he 
[ do g ]  can ' t  run ' im atall . He ' ll stay right around dere an ' de dog will play out 
right dere . Ah knows dat fer a fact . [Jacksonville , Fla. , (557) , 6 93 : 6 . ] 

7 303 . ·Ah heard dat j es '  lak i f  yo ' git in any trouble - anythin ' lak dat -
j es '  lak if  ah would kill  a man o r  somp in othah an '  ah wanted tuh git away , why 
ah would go den to a graveyard an ' ah would git some graveyard dirt an ' put it 
in both of mah shoes . Well , ah kin go - i f  i t  ain ' t nuthin but turpentine gum , 
it bes ' tuh b e turpentine spirits though , an ' wet de bottom of mah foots  in dat 
spiri t s . If ah can ' t  git tuh de spirits , gits gum outa a car [ truck collecting 
turpentine gum] an ' j es '  s tep in it , Go on ,  a dog can ' t  t rail yo ' no way . 
[Waycros s , Ga . , (1161) , 1936 : 5 . ] 

7 304 . Well , ah ' ve heered ' em say dey do somepin s ep 1 rate wit it , Dey take it 
an ' kin take de graveyard dirt - now , j es '  lak if yo ' or  ah wus on de [ chain] B!el 
an ' ah wanted [ to ]  git away , why j es '  if somebody git to a graveyard , ah would 
take dat dirt an ' put it in mah shoe s , right undah de sole , hollah o f  mah feet . 
Well , yo ' see , a dog couldn' t track dat .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1209 ) , 204 3 : 2 . ]  

7 305 . An ' dey put bloodhoun ' s  in b ehin ' yo ' or sompin lak dat , yo ' know , yo ' 
kin go to de graveyard an ' git some dirt out dere , all down to de elbow [ dig in
to grave elbow-deep ] yo '  understan ' ,  an ' take de graveyard dirt yo ' know an ' wear 
it  in yore shoes . Keep sprinklin' i t  in yore shoes an ' wear it . [Wilson , N . Car .,  
(1487) , 2670 : 1 . ] 

7 306 . J es ' lak if  yo ' would do somepin an ' dey would git aftah yo ' ,  git de 
dogs aftah yo ' or de hounds aftah yo ' to ketch chew . Say yo ' could go to  a 
graveyard an ' git some o f  de dirt an ' git chure feet wet wit i t . Wet chure feet 

an ' put some o f  it in yore shoes . Dose dogs run yo ' to de graveyard but dat ' s  
fur as dey could run yo ' .  Ah ' ve heard dat .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1014) , 
1641 : 4 . ] 

7307 . De reason yo ' use graveyard dirt , la tta peop le j is '  say fo ' ins tance 
dey kill someone an ' dey git away an ' don ' t want ' em tuh track yo ' . Yo ' put some 
of  dat graveyard dus t in yore shoe . Well , de bloodhoun ' s  won ' t trail yo ' or 
nuthin . If yo ' want git de bloodhoun ' s  off  yore trail [ another method ] den put 
red peppah in yore shoes . 

(So that b loodhounds won ' t  track you? ) 
Yes sir . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (935) , 1514 : 3 . ] 
7308 . Well , dere so  many diff ' ren ' little things yo ' kin do wit graveyard 

dus t . Suppose yo ' is in trouble an ' yo ' killed somebody an ' yo ' wanted git away . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN SHOES AND RIGHT POCKET 
Yo ' gits - go to de graveyard an ' git 
some o f  dat dust . Put some in yore 
shoes an ' put some in yore right 
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pocket , an ' dere couldn ' t  no houn ' s run yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn. , (1542) , 2790 : 2 . ] 
7 309 . Ah say if a person kill a person - j es '  lak de detect ives is now - yo ' 

could kill  a pers on an ' go to de graveyard an ' git some o f  dat graveyard dirt . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN SHOES 
AND LEFT-HAND HIP POCKET 

LEAVE OVER FENCE AND NOT BY GATE 
CAN ' T  LOOK BACK 

Go to a fresh grave , as fresh a grave as yo ' 
could f ind , an ' git some o f  dat graveyard dirt 
and put it in yore shoe . An ' den git some an '  
put in yore left-hand hip pocket an '  aftah 
yo ' - don ' t go out of de gat e , git ovah de 
fenc e .  An '  don ' t nevah look back , j es '  keep 

a-gain ' an ' yo ' kin git plumb away . Ah ' ve heard dat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1175) , 
1989 : 7 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN POCKET 7310 . Go to de graveyard gitt in '  some dirt , diggin ' 
way down in dere an ' gittin '  s ome dirt , an ' put it in 

dey po cke t 
(That ' s 

1719 : 7 . ] 

an ' yo ' go ahead on . Den dey nevah will ketch ' em .  
i f  a fellow did some crime o r  some thing . ) [Waycros s , Ga . , {1059 ) , 

731 1 .  A man ' at [ that ] kills yuh - say , fo ' ninstance , ah shoo ' choo an ' yo ' 
die , ah s tay in ambush an ' hid aroun ' heah until yo ' are buried . Ah go to yore 
grave an ' s tep b ackwards over dere an ' git some o f  de d irt , an '  ah nevah will b e  

GRAVE O F  MURDERED MAN - STEP OVER 
P ICK UP HIS GRAVE DIRT - KEEP IN POCKET 

app rehended . 
(What do you do with that dirt then , 
after you get it ? )  

i t  in yore pocket . 
(989 ) , 1596 : 2 . ] 

7 31 2 . Well , 
evah yo ' wanted 

Care [ carry ] it in yore pocket , stick 
Long as yo ' keep dat , yo ' ll go fre e .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

ah heard ' em say dat it wus good tuh keep from bein ' caught when
tub git outa de way o f  de officahs - things lak dat .  

GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM A MEAN MAN ' S  GRAVE 
(How would you do that ? )  
Yo ' would go out an ' git dis dirt from 
a grave where a mean man is buried , an ' 

yo ' git it  about twelve a ' clock in de night , an ' yo ' take it  an ' put it in yore 
shoes . An ' de dogs an ' things can ' t track yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (1167 ) , 1963 : 1 . ] 

7 313 . Jes ' lak dat ah would kill yo ' ,  yo ' see , an ' ah wanta git away , see . 
An '  y o '  know it used [ to ]  be  at de time - All DON ' T  GUESS YO ' REMEMBAH IT . AH 00 

GRAVE - HEAD OF - LEFT SIDE - DIRT FROM 
IN LEFT-HAND POCKET - IN BOTH SHOES 

CUZ AH' M OLD ENOUGH TO KNOW , dat when 
a murderer killed a man , he goes to de 
graveyard .  He goes t o  d e  left side or 
[ and ] to de head of de grave , and he 

goes dere an ' he gits  a handful o f  dat dirt - goes down an ' gits ' im a handful o f  
dat dirt from dat grave . An '  h e  puts i t  in his left-hand pocket an ' he puts i t  
in his shoes , both shoes . No hound in d e  world kin trace h im .  [ S t .  Petersburg , 
Fla . , (1016) , 1644 : 4 . ] 

7 314 . I f  yo ' take an ' do 
thing as ha ' nt comin ' back .  

somepin t o  a person - kill ' im , an ' dey say such a 
If yo ' see anything , yo ' know dis person , yo ' go to 

GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM LEFT-HAND SIDE OF 
MURDERED MAN ' S GRAVE LAYS HIS GHOST 

dey grave on de left-hand side , an '  git 
some dirt an ' wear it on yo ' ,  an ' yo ' 
won ' t  be  worried wit such a thing . 
(That is you get this dirt from the per

son whose spirit is around you , right from his grave . )  
Yes , on de left-hand side . An '  wear it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1504) , 257 1 : 14 . ] 
7 315 . (Have you ever heard o f  them go ing out to the graveyard and getting 

some of ·that dirt out there? ) 
I ' ve heard o f  people usin ' graveyard soil , but ah nevah used any in mah life -
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no . 
(Well , what do they say they do with that ? )  
Ah ' ve heard dey say dey take it an ' have diff ' ren ' cases lak yo ' might kill a 

man an ' he ' s  buried dere an '  yo ' wanta try to help yoreself .  Why yo ' take nine 

MEASURE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF MURDERED MAN ' S  GRAVE 
9 THIMBLEFULS OF DIRT FROM CENTER - QUINCUNX 

thimbles o f  dat graveyard 
soil from dat grave , but yo ' 
stand o f f  from de grave . 
[ You] s tands off  an ' wi t de 

index fingah [ he means little finger]  an ' your thumb - undahs tand , stands off  
an ' , as  yo ' s tands o f f , yo ' measure dose spans in equal parts . Dere yo ' are . 
An '  yo ' take a brass thimb le an '  take up nine thimb lefuls o f dat graveyard soil 
in yore hand , an ' dat ' ll help yo ' in de cour t . 

(I see . When you have killed the man .  If  you have killed a man . )  
[My second s tatement tries to so ft en the first . ]  
Say , if  yo ' killed one - yo ' know , anyone , not only - no t de person dat kilt 

de man kin do dat , but ah mean anyone else dat do dat fur ' em ,  yo ' know , what J!! 
to de graveyard where de fellah is buried dere . 

(But YOU MEAN THE FELLOW THAT KILLED THE MAN MUST BE UP IN COURT AND SOMEBODY 
MUST DO THAT FOR HIM? ) 

Oh , sure , yeah ! 
(Well now, how did you measure that o ff ?  I didn ' t quite unders tand how h e  did 

that . ) 
Measure  it  off  wit yore hand - de index an ' de thumb here . 
(WHERE DO YOU BEGIN NOW ON THE GRAVE ? )  
Right at d e  head o f  d e  grave . Dere yo ' are . 
( In the head o f  the grave . ) 
Down to de feet dere . 
(FROM THE THUMB TO YOUR INDEX FINGER . )  [ Only later did I realize informant 

was calling the little finger the index finger . HE WAS USING THE COMMON SPAN = 9 
INCHES . HE WAS HORSE-MEASURING THE GRAVE ! ] 

Dere yo ' are . 
(And you do this way - keep measuring o f f  nine . )  
[ I  solved a number o f  unusual prob lems as they arose at the interview tab le ,  

but this one I missed comp letely ! My keep measuring off nine means informant 
kept measuring o f f  the dis tance between his spread-out thumb and index finger ! I 
thought he was measuring them in groups o f  nine ! I did not know that he was try
ing to locate the center of  the grave . That comes later . The diagonal lines 
connect ing the 4 corners of  the grave - easily drawn with a s tick or by cros sing 
2 long s ticks would have given the center . THAT WORD SPAN WAS THE CLUE . BUT IT 
NEVER OCCURRED TO ME THAT ANYONE WOULD HAVE HORSE-MEASURED A GRAVE . WHY NOT STEP 
IT OFF , SIGNIFYING THAT MURDERER OR HI S SUBSTITUTE HAD THE VICTIM UNDER HIS FEET? 
PERHAPS SOME OTHER SYMBOL OF MAGIC IS  INDICATED HERE . ] 

Nine . Measure o f f  till yo ' measure o f f  to de end o f de grave . Dere yo ' are . 
(Oh ! To the end of  the grave . ) 
Den yo ' divide dose spans - keep coun t of dose spans . Was it  ten , was it five 

an ' a part , was it  nine , or was it four an ' a half?  Yo ' understand , huh? Den 
� take an ' measure dat grave in de middle section [measure width ] . An ' den yo ' 
take up - dig a little hole [ in]  dat [ center ] an ' take dose nine thimb leful of 
dat graveyard soil . 

(In other words , YOU MEASURE THI S GRAVE TO GET THE EXACT CENTER? ) 
Dere yo ' are . 
(I  see , I understand . That ' s  what they do to  get the fellow off  in court . )  

[ Richmond , Va . , (? ) , 3 7 7 : 3 . ] 
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7316 . Go to de cemetery right where he [murdered man] wuz buried , yessuh , an '  
git some o f  dat dirt right o f f  de top right middleways , an '  put it down in a red 
bag an ' sew it  up , an ' den take dese heah nine needles an ' j es '  stick ' em  all de 
way roun ' de top , an ' throw dat in runnin ' watah , an ' dis man [murderer ] he would 

come back .  

DIRT FROM CENTER OF MURDERED MAN ' S GRAVE 
SEWED INTO RED SACK - 9 NEEDLES STUCK INTO TOP 
THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER BRINGS BACK MURDERER 

(This man who killed this other 
man? ) 
Yes , he ' s  comin ' right back 
where he left from. [Wilson, 
N .  Car . , (14 9 3 ) , 2663 : 20 . ] 
7 317 . [Ah ] heard one thing 

about graveyard dirt , dat i f  yo ' wus on de chain gang workin ' an ' could git to 

GRAVEYARD D IRT FROM HEADBOARD - IN SHOES 
graveyard an ' pull up de headbo ' rd 
an '  reach down in dere j es '  as fah 
as yo ' could , or anywhere in de 

grave dig down if yo ' could , an ' git de dirt an ' put it in yore shoes , dat de 
dogs wouldn ' t  run yuh , wouldn ' t track yo ' . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1039) , 

1685 : 4 . ] 
GRAVE CIRCUMAMBULATED WALKING BACKWARDS 

PICK UP DIRT AT HEADBOARD 
7 318 . Go to de graveyard right heah 
and bury it right che�e [demons trates ] .  
Like dis is mah head heah and d is is 

mah foo t ,  an ' walk backwards - turn yore back an ' walk backwards toward mah face , 
walk all roun ' tull [ till ] yo ' git to de headbo ' d . 

(Wait !  You walk back like that , around the grave . And then what? )  
[ Informant p robably demonst rated by walking backwards round his chair . ]  
An ' den yo ' put chure han ' right down dere an ' git a han ' ful of dirt an ' put 

yore han ' in yore pocket an '  turn yore back . 
(What does that do? ) 
I f  dey do [ give ] yo ' troub le any way , dey can ' t ketch yuh - de dogs won ' t run 

yo ' wi t it . 
(Suppose they are trying to catch me and I go out to the cemetery , to the 

graveyard , and I turn my b ack and I walk round the grave . )  
Yes , sir . 
( I  walk b ack over [ round ] the head down to the foot . Where do I get this 

dirt? ) 
Git it  right out de head o f  de - at de headbo ' d .  See , de bo ' d  nail down dere . 

Yo ' reach right down dere at de head an ' git it . 
(Do you get it at the footboard or the headboard? )  
De headbo ' d . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 612) , 789 : 4 . ] 
7 319 . If  yo ' do anythin ' an ' gi ttin '  away an '  de dogs in b ehin ' yo ' , go to a 

cemetery to a fresh grave an ' run across a fresh grave an ' gi t chew some dirt an ' 

CIRCLE OF GRAVEYARD DIRT ABOUT YOU 
make yore track an ' put dat fresh grave 
[ dirt ]  in it . Take dat fresh graveyard dirt 
an ' sprinkle it around in a circle an' go on 

off . An ' de do g 
de fresh grave . 

couldn ' t go no furthah den dat track from dat cemetery dirt from 

(You sprinkle it in a circle . )  
Yes , make a circle round lak dat . 
(Where do you make the circle around? ) 
Jes ' where yo ' standin ' at . Jes ' take yore dirt an ' git chew a handful 

sprinkle it round like dat an ' go on off  dataway . De dog wouldn ' t  come no 
thah den dat dir t ,  where dat dirt at - couldn ' t pick i t  [ track] up no mo ' .  
[Waycross , Ga . , (1110) , 1784 : 5 . ] 

an ' 
fur-
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7320 . Yo ' go to de graveyard late at night an ' run yore han ' dat deep down 
into de head of grave [ demonstrates ] .  

(The length of your arm. ) 
Yes , an ' git up some dirt . 
I f  yo ' is in prison or anythin ' an ' yo ' kin - dey goin ' run yo ' wit hounds , or 

anythin ' ,  yo ' take dat dirt . Pay dat - put a penny dere , pay dat [ dead ] �· 
An ' take dat dirt an '  yo ' go out . When de hounds git aftah yuh , yo ' j es '  throw 
dat dirt all around in a ring an ' go ahead . When dey git dere dey ' ll run back to 
de hous e .  

(What d o  you mean y o u  throw that dirt aU around i n  a ring?) 
Jes ' lak yo ' s  turnin ' around . 
(Throw i t  around yoursel f ,  and then you go o f f  and you get away ? )  
Ye s .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1037) , 1684 : 1 . ] 
7321 . Well , when yo ' goes out to de fo ' ks o f  de road is when yo ' in any kinda 

t rouble wit de laws or anyone behin ' yo ' .  Yo ' kin take an ' go out tuh de fo ' k  of  

IN CIRCLE ABOUT YOU AT FORK OF ROAD SCATTER 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 

MAKE 3 CROSS MARKS : BOTTOM OF EACH FOOT - TOP OF HEAD 
THROW THREEFOLD MIXTURE AT DOORS OF ALL POLICEMEN 

KEEP AWAY FROM THEM 9 DAYS  

de road an ' take some 
sulphur an ' some red 
peppah , an ' go tuh de 
graveyard an ' git some 
dirt o ffa any kinda 
grave dat chew wanta , 
between twelve [mid

night ] to fo ' a ' clock . An '  yo ' kin s cattah it all de way around yo ' [make a 
circle round you ] , an '  make a cro s s  mark underneat ' each one o f  yore feets an ' 
one up in de hair ovah yore haid . An '  j es '  goes right where yo ' knows evah o f fi
cah have tuh come out of his do ' an ' j es '  sprinkle s ome o f  dat dirt round dere , 
an '  j es '  s tay outa de way from ' im fo ' nine days . Dey will nevah bothah yo ' .  

(You have to go out to the . forks o f  the road - the crossroad to do that , where 
you make that circle . ) 

Yes sir . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1226 ) , 2 084 : 1 . ] 
7 322 . Yo ' kin go to de graveyard �� · git some graveyard dus t . Yessuh , an '  

den dey kin put some in dere shoe , an ' run on to a cow pas ture an ' keep on goin ' . 
An '  den dey kin come on back an ' git yo ' fingah
p rint or yore han ' print an ' dat ' ll work a long 

GRAVEYARD DIRT AND COW PASTURE ways . 
(What do you go to the graveyard for - what ' s  
wrong? ) 

Jes ' lak if  yo ' happen tuh be in any trouble any way . 
(You go to the graveyard and get some graveyard dirt , and what do you do with 

that graveyard dirt? ) 
Put i t in yore shoe , so  dey say , an ' den run through a cow pas ture , i f  yo ' in 

any trouble o r  anythin ' . 
(What will that do? ) 
Dat will he ' p  yo ' git away . Dat whut dey say . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (137 8) ,  

2448 . ]  
7 32 3 .  A fellah could - j es '  lak he kill 

go an' git some o f  dat graveyard dirt of de 

GRAVE OF MURDERED MAN - DIRT FROM - IN SHOES 
GO THROUGH COW PASTURE IF DOGS CROWDING 

someone an ' he wanted tuh git away 
fella dat he killed an ' wear it in his 

shoe , an ' den endurin ' [ during ] de 
time dat he wearin ' dat in ' is 
shoe - dat is , if dey wus crowdin' 
' im wit dogs or somepin lak dat , 

go on through some b ig bunch of cows [ to s tep in cow manure ] an ' go on about ' is 
business . An '  de dogs couldn ' t  trail ' im . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1112) , 1785 : 7 . ] 
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7 324 . Jes ' lak i f  somebody kill somebody , well dey git de tPaek dOgs on dere 
track . Well dey kin go tub de graveyard an ' git graveyard dirt an' put it in de 

bot tom of dere shoes . Well de tPaek dogs couldn ' t 
GRAVEYARD DIRT AND RED PEPPER track ' em .  

Also , dey kin git  cayenne peppah an '  put it in de 
bottom of dere shoes .  Well dat cayenne peppah yo ' know will s trangle de dogs so 
dey g i t  o ff de track . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544) , 2794 : 12 . ] 

7 325 . An '  b lack or red peppah , salt , blues tone . Make 
kle i t  down , i f  yo ' done a crime an ' yo ' wan ta git away . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER OR BLACK - SALT - BLUESTONE 
YO ' DONE HOODOO DAT DOG 

dat stuff up an' sprin
Dey go in ' take de blood
hound to git aftah yo ' .  
Git dat graveyard dirt 
an ' dat blues tone an '  
sal t an ' s tuff an ' put 

it in your shoe . An ' anywhere yo ' go dat dog ' ll track yo ' t ill yo ' got dat , an '  
den when yo ' got dat he can ' t track yo ' no furthah , yo ' s ee .  Yo ' see , yo '  done 
hoodooed dat dog .  Dat dog come on back . An ' he can ' t  go ovah dat cuz it ' s  too 
s trong fo ' ' im ,  yo ' see - dat graveyard dirt . [Vicksbur g , Miss . , ( 7 2 5 ) , 991 : 7 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT AND TURPENTINE 
7326 . Ah heard o f  if  a man or  a woman done a 
crime an ' dey git out an ' try tub git away , 
dey ' d  rub turpentine undah de bottom o f  dey feet 

an ' walk acro ss de graveyard an ' dey could gi t away . [This may be my only ex
ample o f  a woman trailed by dogs . Yes , I remember Eli za in UnaZe Tom ' s  Cabin. ] 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1133 ) , 1838 : 9 . ] 

7327 . Jes ' lak if a man kill a man an ' he wanta git away , he goes to de cem
etery an ' gits s ome of dat graveyard dirt , an ' turpent ine an ' put in ' is tracks , 
an '  dey will nevah ketch ' im . 

(Put it  in whose tracks ? ) 
In his own tracks . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1101) , 1617 : 12 . ] 
7328 . (You take the graveyard dirt and put s ome turpentine in it . )  
[ I  am repeating what informant had said . ] 
But take - have yo ' a bottle o f  spirits o f  turpentine an ' gi t de graveyard 

dir t .  An '  when yo ' go to handle yo ' shoes , go tuh dis one . An '  den yo ' go pull 
off  de othah shoe an ' put on yo ' othah [ firs t ] one an ' po ' dir t in i t  - po ' dirt 
in de [ each ] shoe an ' po ' spirits of turpentine on de bot tom [ outs ide ] . An '  de 
dogs won ' t chase yo ' , dey can ' t ket ch yo ' .  [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1247 ) , 2113 : 15 . ] 

7329 . About de graveyard? Say if  dey should do anythin ' in de city an '  dey 
wanta dodge de law or keep de dogs from trackin ' ' em ,  dey go  to de graveyard an '  
git de  graveyard dirt an '  put i t  in dey shoe ; an ' dey sprinkle a little turpen
tine , yo ' know raw turpentine , in dere an ' de dogs couldn ' t  track ' em .  
[ Florence , s .  Car . , (1289) , 2186 : 2 . ] 

7 330 . I f  yo ' done a crime an '  yo ' don ' t want de houn ' tuh track yo ' , go to a 
graveyard an ' git dat fresh dirt - lak a party ' s  been bur-r ied [buried ] ,  today 
git de fresh dirt . An ' rub de bottom o f yore foot wit some turpentine an '  dat 
dirt an '  de dog can ' t track yo ' no fu ' thah . Wal ah know fren ' of me done dat his

GRAVEYARD DIRT - TURPENTINE - COW MANURE 
self . [Mobile , Ala . , (701) , 959 : 3 . ] 
7331 .  I f  a person - lak nov, say ah 
kilt somebody an '  ah wanted tuh git 

away . Ah kin take mah foo t  an ' put 
pentine an ' run through a cemetery . 
cros s ,  Ga . , (1166) , 1961 : 1 . ] 

it  in dat [ cow ]  manure an '  den s tep in tur-
An ' ah ' m  gone , dey couldn ' t find me . [Way-

7 332 . (You mean the knee from thi s  dead man? ) 
De cap o f  de knee . 
(How do they do that? )  
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Well , j es ' lak i f  anybody kill a person , git in trouble an ' wanta gi t  away , 
so dey won ' t be caught chew know an ' dey won ' t even look fo ' dem ; an ' den , if dey 

GRAVE OF DEAD PERSON OPENED 
KNEECAP TAKEN FROM CORP SE AND WORN 

run , happen tuh run ' cross ' em ,  dey can ' t  
handle ' em. 
All r ight . Dey kin go by a cemetery an ' 
dey ' ll dig up a dead person , yo ' know , if 

dey in troub le or sompin . An' dey want dat knee . An ' dey.' ll take dat knee an ' 
dey ' ll tote it in dere pocket , see . All right . Befo ' dey git dere , gi t dat 
knee - ' fo '  dey git to dat knee , dey will take turpentine an ' will rub it in dere 
shoes , see . Dat ' s  tuh keep - j es '  lak dey go t dogs out aftah ' em or sompin , [keep 
dogs away ] till dey git to de graveyard an '  git dat knee . Take an ' wrap it  up or 
somp in an ' put it in dere pocket an '  go on ' bout dere bus iness . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
(1252) , 2 126 : 8 . ] 

7 33 3 . Like if a fellah done kilt a man , regardles s o f  what nat ionality or 
what color or whoever he are , he ' s  goin ' up befo ' de j udge - he ' s  goin ' fer ' is 
neck or life sentence . Yo ' know some fellah ,  de fellah - yo ' know what ah 

GRAVE OF MURDERED MAN OPENED 
REMOVE 5 FINGERNAILS FROM LEFT HAND 

THROUGH EACH ONE BORE HOLE WITH 9 NEEDLES 
MAKE INTO NECKLACE AND WEAR BEFORE JUDGE 

mean , dat he have kilt . Yo ' go , 
yo ' have to take ano thah fellah wit 
yo ' to do dis . Yo ' take yo ' a spade 
or whatevah yo ' kin . Of co ' s e ,  yo ' 
kin always gi t in de ceme tery at 
night . Yo ' go tta know where dis 

party ' s buried dat he kilt . Yo ' dig ' im up t ill yo ' git to hi s lef ' ahrm [ arm] . 
Yo ' can ' t wai t too long befo ' yo ' do dis , yo ' got t a gi t ' im befo ' he is spoiled . 
Yo '  git ' is lef ' ahrm o r  eithah his han ' - anythin ' yo ' kin git . Yo ' git all of  
dose fingahnai ls , de whole five of  ' em offa dere . Yo ' take ' em an ' yo ' git yo ' 
nine needles an ' yo ' heat dese needle s .  Yo ' b ore a hole in each .one of dose 
fingahnails wit each needle . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' make a necklace outa hit . 
Now , dis is fo ' de fel lah da t did de killin ' . Yo ' give dis necklace to de fellah 
to wear when he go up b efo ' de j udge , he ' s go t ta get discharged . 

( I see . You dig up that lef t  arm.  You mean you don ' t have to get the [whole ] 
left arm , j us t  so you get the left hand? )  

Jes ' so  yo ' kin get d e  • • •  
(You don ' t want to  get the left arm , j us t  so you get the left hand ? )  
Git de fingahnails , dat ' s  all yo '  want . Yo ' don ' t  want de flesh a t  all , yo ' 

j es '  want de nails o ffa de hand . [New Orleans , La . , (860) , 1369 : 2 . ] 

MANURE - HUMAN 
7 334 . A man kin git in a chase an ' a dog b ehin ' ' im lak dat , 
an ' he kin take his own an '  s top ' em .  Go t a chance to git fur 
enough , he ' ll up an ' take a dump . Jis ' git up an ' wipe his 

feets in it an ' he ain ' t go t ta run . 
(The same as the cow manure , only he will use his own . )  
Ah know about ' is own but ah j es '  heard about dat othah . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

1174) , 1983 : 7 . ] 
7335 . I f  a fellah wus to kill somebody an ' t ry to git away an ' dey had de 

hounds chase ' em,  ah know dey could throw ' em off de track so dey wouldn ' t  ketch 
' em . He could take o f f  ' is shoes an ' use de passage from ' is bowels , an ' leave 
it in ' is shoes an ' de hounds wouldn ' t bothah ' im no mo ' . 

ONION -

(In both shoes ? )  
Yes , in both shoes . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 994) , 1606 : 7 . ] 
7336 . Take a onion - yo ' bit a onion an ' rub it on de bot tom of yore 
feet an ' de dog can ' t  trail yo ' .  [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 2 515 : 21 . ] 
7 337 . It  [red onion ] will grow back hair . Yo ' t ake it an ' rub it on a 

bald spot an ' it  will grow back hair . An ' den it ' s  good to keep dogs from runnin' 
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yo ' .  Lak yo ' a prisonah , gits out of a [ chain] 
RED ONION - SALT - RED PEPPER gang or anythin ' lak dat , yo ' put de salt an '  

[ red ] peppah an ' de red onion togethah an '  put 
it in yore shoes , an ' dey can ' t run yo ' .  [Waycross ,  Ga . , (1104) , 1778 : 12 . ]  

7 3 3 8 .  Ah ' ve seen dis done - pardon me .  Ah ' ve seen ' em git some cayenne pep
pah an '  put , yo ' know , cayenne peppah an ' salt , tab le salt - dey gits real table 

sal t .  Put a t ea spoonful o f  cayenne peppah an '  
RED PEPPER - SALT - THROWN WITH a t easpoonful of table salt an ' put it into 
LEFT HAND OVER LEFT SHOULDER j es '  put it on some papah an ' s t ir i t  up , yo ' 

know. An '  den dey take dat cayenne peppah an '  
put ' s it i n  dey left hand [ o f ]  d e  person dat done some devilment , yo '  know dat 
shot a man - j es '  like dey had killed ' im - an ' he throws it  ovah his left shoul
dah. Throws it  ovah his left  shouldah , den he walks right on . Don ' t  look back . 
An '  he walks right on an ' nobody don ' t bo thah ' im. 

(If  he had killed a man . So  they won ' t catch him. ) 
Yassuh , ah ' ve seen dat done . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 6 05 ) , 7 84 : 5 . ] 
7 3 39 . Takes a pod o f  red peppah an ' gits nine grains [ s eeds ] an ' put it  in 

bo th shoes an ' wear i t  in dere . An '  take yo ' some salt an ' sugah an ' put i t in 
de toe o f  yore shoe , an '  yo ' could walk anywhere yo ' 

RED PEPPE R - SALT - SUGAR want ed tub go . If  dey hounds wuz aftah yo ' ,  den yo ' 
ARMPIT PERSPIRATION git chew some red peppah [ cayenne ] or ei thah a p iece 

of  sock or s ompin , an ' rub it undah yore arms , undah 
each arm an ' put i t  in yore shoe , den dey couldn ' t trail yo ' .  

(Put those nine grains of  red peppah in each shoe , so if you walk over any-
thing i t  won ' t hurt you? )  

Dat ' s  whut  dat ' s  fo ' . 
(This o ther is for the hounds tracking you? ) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 1548) , 2811 : 1 . ] 
7 340 . Sprinkle sal t  as dey go , if  dey goin ' . An ' right aftah dey go , j es '  

sprinkle salt along dere an '  de do gs can ' t trail ' em - can ' t trail ' em ovah dat 
salt . 

SALT (You mean if a pe rson commit ted a crime you would sprinkle some salt 
aro und ? )  

Dat ' s  right . Can ' t trail ' em. [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1370) , 242 8 : 10 . ] 
7 34 1 .  Ah j es ' heard dem say dat dey wear !!!!• table salt , in de shoes an ' 

nobody couldn ' t git dere track . Couldn ' t pick up dere foo t track . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (987 ) , 1593 : 4 . ] 

SILVER MONEY - OLD 7 34 2 .  Git some ole money , ole silver money . Take that 
and tote it  in de pocket , dey say the law can ' t ketch 

you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 249 ) , 1 7 0 : 3  or 2 4 6 : 4 . ] 
7 34 3 .  He will git sulphur an '  will burn sulphur - e r  [ that is ] will sprinkle 

sulphur ' long as he go . Af tah it ' s  burnt ovah , sprinkle it ' long as he go an '  
dey cannot track ' im .  

SULPHUR (I f he commi tted s ome crime? ) 
I f  he has commit ted some crime dey wouldn ' t be able to ketch ' tm . [Way

cros s ,  Ga. , ( 1105) , 1 7 80 : 3 . ] 
7 344 . A fellah tole me - now dis - dat he run away from de chain gang . Yo ' 

want me tub tell de whole story , dat ' s it . 
He run away from de chain gang an '  he s topped at a woman ' s house an ' 

TURPENTINE go t some turpentine an ' put it in de b o t tom of his shoes . An '  he 
said dat dey had de hounds aftah ' im an' he stopped tub mah hous e .  

An '  ah said , "Put i t  i n  de bottom yore shoes ? "  
H e  said , "Yeah . " D a t  wus u p  heah in Baldwin County , Georgia . Yeah , � 
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Millersville . He ' d  run away from de camp .  
An '  ah tole de woman - ah wusn' t married tuh her , ah was livin ' wit ' er .  Ah 

says , "Git dis fellah sompin tuh eat . "  An ' as he got s ompin tuh eat ah lifted up 
de shoe an ' smelled o f  it  an ' he wus about five miles from dis camp at dat time . 
Ah wus s tandin ' in mah back do ' an ' ah heard de dogs barkin ' an ' howlin ' an ' go in' 
on . When ah heard de dogs hollerin ' ah come tuh de front do ' to  look out down 
tuhwards de rivah tuh see . Ah thought maybe some o f  ' em had de fox houns ' out . 
An '  dis fellah come up . at de time . Yeah . He had done got de turpentine in b e
tween mah house an ' whe re he run away from de convict camp , don ' t chew undahstan ' 
me . [ I  am not supposed to hear well . ] An '  ah give him s omp in tuh eat an ' he 
left , an ' de dogs come as fur as mah camp an ' de cap tain an ' de fellah dat wus 
wit de dogs , dey couldn ' t  track ' im no fu ' thah . 

Dey look aroun ' an '  dey says , dey axed [ asked ] me de quest ions about de fellah 
comin ' dere . An '  ah tole ' em dere come a man dere but he didn ' t  have on no 
s tripes , yeah . He had got de clothes dough [ though ] . He tole me de fellah back 
behin ' had give him s ome clothes to change wit .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1120) , 1 7 9 7 : 2 . ]  

7345 . If yo ' wu z  tuh git outa j ail or even if yo ' wuz tuh b roke j ail or any
thin ' lak dat , outa any p lace lak dat , yo ' could put turpentine in yore sock an ' 
throw it down an ' dey nevah could f ind yo ' .  Dey ' ll nevah git on yore trail or 
nuthin. Dat ' s  de only kind ah know . 

(You put turpentine in the sock and do what? ) 
Put turpentine in de sock - yo ' know , j es '  dampen i t  wit turpentine . [ Sumter , 

s .  Car . , (1337) , 2 310 : 6 . ] · 
7346 . All right , if  a man kills anybody an ' he wants tub run away an ' dey 

can ' t ketch ' im ,  he gi t s  down an ' he takes j es ' a little bit  o f  turpentine an ' 
put s  it in de bot tom o f  his shoe , an ' he walks on de ground till he git � 
railroad an ' he pull off  all his · clothes an ' throw it all ' way . Well , dem dogs 
cain ' t follah him a bit fu ' thah den dat railroad . When he gits on de railroad , 
dey cain ' t follah him a b it fu ' thah den dat railroad track. 

(Why couldn ' t they follow the railroad track? ) 
Cuz dat ' s  cold - see , dey cain ' t .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (136 7 ) , 2419 : 1 . ] 
7 347 . ' Scap in '  convicts or somepin lak dat , dey use turpent ine to escape from 

de convict camps , things lak dat , to keep de dogs from trailin ' ' em .  Well , dey 
take de turpent ine an ' put it on de bottom of dere fee t an ' dey leave , den de 
dogs won ' t trail ' em wit dat turpent ine . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1027) , 1671 : 9 . ] 

7348 . Ah heard a man say he went to de forks o f  de road , j es '  like dey did 
some devilment an ' de law was aftah ' em .  De fellah said he ' d  go dere , yo ' know , 

wit a bottle of  turpentine an ' marks 
TURPENTINE IN CROSS MARK AT FORKS OF ROAD right an 1 one east , an 1 po 1 s [ p ours ] 

a little turpent ine in each one of 
dem marks - goin ' across de road , an ' dey nevah couldn ' t trail ' em .  

(Now , you said j ust  across the road h e  makes a mark . How would he make the 
first mark? ) 

He makes one north - eas t yo ' know , eas t  an ' wes t ,  an ' den south an ' north . 
Dere don ' t be  but two . 

(He makes one eas t and wes t .  Then what does he do? Then he makes ano ther 
mark? Where does he make that one ? ) 

Make dat one south an ' wes t .  
(South and north you mean . ) 
Yes , sou th an ' north . 
(I  see .  Then what does he do ? )  
Po ' s  [ pours ] de turpentine in each one of dem marks . [Jacks onville ,  Fla . , 

( 609 ) 1 7 87 : 1 . ] 
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7 349 . Ah heard dat if  yo ' wuz tu� do anythin ' an ' 
dogs behin ' yo ' ,  den if yo ' wuz tuh keep gasoline an '  

yore feet , den dey couldn ' t  
TURPENTINE AND GASOLINE N .  Car . , (1391) , 2496 : 10 . ] 

run away an '  dey put de 
spirits of turpentine on 
track yo ' . [Fayetteville , 

7 35 0 .  Yes , i n  dis way : Ah don ' t know whetbah it ' s  �act 
dat de law couldn ' t  find or not , but ah do know d is one thing . If yo ' were tuh 

do somp in chere an ' dey wus on yore - say , if dey had 
TURPENTINE AND RED PEPPER hounds runnin ' yo ' or somp in ,  yo.' could put turpen

tine an ' red peppah undah yore shoe s ole an ' dem dogs 

couldn ' t track yo ' no fu ' thah dan where yo ' use dat material . Right dah dey ' d 
lose track an ' dey couldn ' t  s tart it . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189) , 2009 : 1 . ] 

7351 . Yes sir , e ithah de red peppah or turpentine . An '  well ,  when de dogs 
go to trailin' ' em,  wherevah where yo ' sprinkle dat red peppah down [ the dogs 
s top ] . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (599) , 7 7 7 : 8 . ] 

7 3 5 2 . I have bin lak dat way in de South , zhoo know . A man down dere lak tuh 
kill a fellah once . It wus mah secon ' cousin , yo ' know . So  he went one night -

TURPENTINE - SALT - RED LIQUID IN BOTTLE 
LEFT HAND - LEFT SHOE - LEFT SIDE OF ROAD 
WITCHCRAFT WOMAN CHARGED FUGITIVE $ 35 

he had tuh be taken on de Manning 
[ S . C . ] Road - I had tuh cart ' im,  
yo ' know - taken on de Manning Road . 
I take ' im on down dere [ ro ad ]  tuh a 
little ole neighbor ' s  house , zhoo 

know. So he tole huh whutevah he wants . She said , "Well , yo ' in a very bad con
dition , becuz , yuh know , a murderin ' case , "  she said , " that ' s  one case that any
one har ' ly git ovah . "  

She said i t  wusn ' t goin ' to cos t  no more dan thirty-five dollahs , she said , 
tah clear it . He said , "Well , de thing whut I wan 1 a  git aftah is not ta ketch 
me . 1 1 He said , " I f  they don ' t ketch me , "  he s ay ,  "I ' ll leave , if I kin gi t out de 
way . " She says , "Well , all right . "  She went back in there , she stepped back in 
de room again , she gits sumpin in a little bottle - red j is '  like vinegah . She 
mix some vinegah wit it , she take a little turpentine an ' she put in it . Dat 
whah I seed ' er put in dere mahself . She take sumpin cone-like - it looked like 
tab le salt . Well , she fixin ' i t  so it boil . So he come back home tuh town dat 
night j is '  about ' !even-thirty . So I drived up to de nex ' cornah of  de road 
[ j us t  beyond the town ]  an ' let ' im  git out an ' come on back [ to town] yo ' see . 
He take his left- footed shoe , an ' taken some turpentine an ' put in de b ottom of 
de left-footed shoe , an' some s alt ; den he went up to de law o ffice [ courthouse]  
see , de office ' s  on le ft-hand side de road . Well , he takes some o f  dat [ liquid ] 
f rom de bottle given to him by de witchcraft �oman , an ' po ' ed it  right down 
' neath de s teps . An ' dey ain ' t  nevah did ket ch ' im.  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(18 7 ) , 89 : 2+8 5 . ] 

7 35 3 .  Well now , j es '  lak if he done de 
away . " Well , he ' ll go to work yo ' s ee an ' 

killin ' , [he]  say , "Ah wants tuh git 
git ' im a pair of new shoes , he ' ll  git 

TURPENTINE - 9 BLACK PEPPER SEEDS - 6 GRAINS OF SPICE 
BLUESTONE - ALCOHOL - NEW PAIR OF SHOE S 

' im a bottle of turpen
t ine . He ' ll take dat 
turpentine an ' he ' ll pul l 
' is shoes off an '  rub 

undah de bottom o f  ' is feet wit dat turpentine , an ' he ' ll po ' a little in ' is 
shoes . He ' ll go to work den an '  he ' ll git ' im j es '  about nine grains of black 
pepper , six grains of spice , an ' git ' im j es '  about a piece of bluestone a lit tle 
b it b iggah den a black- eyed pea . An '  he ' ll put all dat togethah . He ' ll go to  
work den an ' git  ' im a dime bottle of alcohol , an ' evah mawnin' regard less to 
where he go in ' , he ' ll take dat alcoho l an ' rub behin ' ' is ears , rub across ' is 
fo ' haid , an ' he ' ll take dat turpentine an ' ' noint ' is shoes - under de bottom of 
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' is shoes - an '  he ' ll chew a grain of  dat black peppah , one grain of dat sp ice , 
evah day , an ' j es '  a li t tle crumb of  dat bluestone mixed togethah . An '  as long 
as he continue wit dat , he ' ll always keep a-go in ' . 

(Can ' t  catch him . ) 
He ' ll keep a- goin ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (1097 ) , 1771 : 5 . ] 

( 2 ) . HOW MURDERER CAN BE CAUGHT 

[ Rites for catching a murderer are much more varied and interest ing than those 
permit t ing him to escape , egg rites alone being amazing both in number and diver
sity . Everywhere the spirit of the murdered person is pre sent or its presence 
assumed . ]  

7 35 4 .  Jes ' lak a man kill a man or  woman - i f  he kill a woman . All right , 
say fo ' ins tant dey bring about five people j es '  where dis man is  go t killed at -

dead , yo ' see . All right , make dis 
BLEEDING OF CORPSE WHEN TOUCHED B Y  MURDERER man tech ' im .  An '  when de right 

man tech ' im - yo ' know , each one 
of ' em tech ' im - when de right man t ech ' im ,  he ' l l purge . [ The word purge is  
common for  a corpse  b leeding when touched by murderer . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , (1252) , 
212 6 : 9 . ] 

. 

7 355 . Take dey han ' s  - don ' care how many ' s  roun ' - take ho l '  of  ' em an ' lay 
dere han ' s  on de dead person when yo ' go tub bur ' ' im . Dat will tell yo ' who 
kolled ' im .  De blood will gush out [when murderer touches corp s e ] .  [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , ( 1513) , 2 6 81 : 3 . ] 

7 356 . Say , fer ins tant , now a man commi ts a crime . All right . Well now , yo ' 
don ' t know who done de murdah. All right . But now , lak dey would go an ' ' rres t 
a bunch of men , yo ' see , dey would wanta f in '  which one of ' em is  de man dat done 
de killin ' right dere . Dat is , if dey kin git dere , yo ' undahstan ' ,  lak [ soon 
aftah ] it happens . Dey kin take dis man an ' care [ carry ] him dere an ' he ' d  place 
h is han ' on dat dead person . Why where he cut ' im or shot ' im or anythin ' lak 
dat , he ' ll s t art to bleed ag ' in .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (610) , 787 : 11 . ] 

7 357 . Befo '  dey bury ' im , yeah . Dey said [ say for instance ] dat ah ' d  kill 
yo ' an ' so anybody didn ' t know who done it , dey go an ' lay dere han ' on ' im an ' 
de b lood would come from ' im.  

(They could tell that you ' d killed him? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 7 ) , 2515 : 19 . ] 
7 35 8 .  Ah ' ve heard dat i f  a p erson has got killed an ' d e  person who killed 

' im ,  if he happen tuh b e  dere - be roun ' dere . Dere ' s  some people dat do dese 
things yo ' know an ' den stan ' aroun ' yo ' know an ' may perten ' [ pretend ] dey don ' 
know nuthin ' bout i t .  An ' if dey touch dat person , den he ' ll s tart purgin ' .  
[The word to purge is commonly us ed to describe the bleeding o f  a corp se when 
touched by the murderer . S ince the word to purge frequent ly means to caus e evac
uation of the bowe ls or to clean or empty the bowe ls , was there a confusion b e
tween b leeding and purging by the corpse?  We mus t  remember that formerly , espec
ially in ho t weather , a body was buried within 24 hours . Even then purging mus t  
have been frequent . Surely one examp le of  this i s  the very first belief or  s tory 
in Hoodoo , the burial o f  the witch Millie , No . 1 ,  page 1 . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  
(1343) , 2326 : 10 . ] 

7 35 9 . Well , if yo ' have a crowd when he j es '  git kilt - a crowd b e  roun ' -
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well den yo ' kin all go by ' im an ' tet ch ' im ,  an ' when de right man tetch ' im  he 
s tart fresh tub b leedin ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368) , 242 3 : 9 . ] 

7 36 0 .  Ah always heard dat i f  a individ ' al would g i t  killed yo ' s ee .  dey tell 
me if yo ' wanta find out who killed ' im ,  take a bunch of  mens yo ' see . An' dey 
tell me dat if yo ' lay yore han ' s on ' im ,  de one dat kilt ' im ,  de blood , yo ' 
know - dat ' s  right - would gush from ' is nose or face or show up on him sa.ewbere 
or othah an ' dey ' d f ind out dat was de man dat done de murdah . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1069 ) , 1730 : 2 . ] 

7361 . Wel l ,  dey say if a man kilt a man an ' dey don ' t know whuthah he ' s  done 
it , why i f  dey , believe dat ah , yo ' or s omeone done it , [ the way to  find out] is 
tub have evah man dat ' s  roun ' dere to go an ' lay dey han ' on dis person , an '  de 
one dat murdered dis p erson , whenevah he put s ' is hand on it [ corp se ] , de wounded 
place will b egin tub bleed . [Waycross , Ga . , (1120a) , 1800 : 3 . ] 

7 3 6 2 . See , j es ' lak a person would gi t kilt , wel l  yo ' don ' t know who kilt 
' im .  Dey might g o  to work an ' bury him.  Well , aftah dey bury him , dey g o  tuh 

work den an ' wanta find out thurly [ thoroughly ] about d is man . Dey ain ' t sat is
fied . If dey ain ' t satisfied , dey ' ll dig ' im up . Dey ' ll have evah ' body dat knew 
' im  tub come . Now de one dat done de killin ' ,  when yo '  walk up tub ' im yo '  tetch 
' im ,  why he goin ' purge - he ' ll bleed . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1097 ) , 1771 : 4 . ] 

7363 . Now , yo ' kin take a man , j es '  lak ah j es '  go out dere an ' kill a man . 
Well , ah ' d  make mah escape  an ' dere didn ' t nobody know who did it . Den yo ' know 
somebody has fresh hen aigs fresh . Yo ' goe s  an '  gi ts two aigs an ' put one in 
each one of  mah han ' s - in de daid man ' s han ' s ,  an ' den keep ' im out de ground 24  
hours . An ' at  de  end o f  24 hours ah ' ll b e  s tandin ' right dere . 

[ For  use o f  eggs to d iscover or bring back murderer , see Zater. ] 
[Ano ther method : ]  
Dey ' d  have me put mah han ' on ' im ,  an '  de minut e ah put mah han ' on ' im ,  de 

blood goin ' go free from him lak ah j es '  done i t .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (? ) , 2747 : 5 . ] 
7 364 . On a short ahdah [ order ] - ah ' ll j es '  tell yo ' on a short ahdah 

[= quickly] . Yo ' kin have a dozen men right in heah now an ' ah kin walk in heah 
maybe an ' kill one of  ' em , yo ' un ' ahs tan ' me , an ' ah ' ll git away . 

Well now , if  yo ' know dem mens , o thah eight mens in dere dat was in dere when 
ah done dis killin ' [his 12-1=8 ] .  An '  dey kin go o f f  an ' ketch me or get me . 
Dey will take an ' walk right up an ' j es '  walk up to him , if  he ' s  daid - ah don ' t 
care how long he ' s  been dead - i f  ah killed ' im,  ah put mah hand on ' im dataway , 
he b leed j e s ' lak ah j es '  stobbed ' im . 

(They ' ll know that you killed him then . ) 
Yes sir . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1024) , 1657 : 7 . ] 
7 365 . I have heard my grandmother say ,  that if a person has been murdered , 

that one way to find out the murderer is to allow a number of people to pass one 
by one and let each one put his hand _on the murdered person . When touched by the 
guilty one the corpse will begin to b leed at that p lace . I t  is  said that many 
murderers have been detected in that way . [ By my contact man , Jerry Williams , 
by Ediphone at Ocean City , Md . , in summer of 1936 . ] 

7 366 . When murderer enters room, corpse 
CORPSE BLEEDS IF MURDERER ENTERS ROOM b egins to bleed . [This belief is unusual 

b ecause touching the dead body is an 
ess ential part o f  the rite . ] [Charles ton , s .  Car . ,  (500) , 544 : 6 . ] 

7 367 . [ I  am adding a number mere ly to 
CROSS OF STRAW TO CAU SE CORPSE TO BLEED call attention to several unusual rites 

that could have been included here : (1 ) 
Break a s traw into two p ieces and cro s s  them on the forehead of the murdered man . 
Each suspected person mus t then s tep over the dead body . As the murderer s teps 
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across , the corpse will begin to bleed (see No . l 09 , p . 40) ; ( 2 )  Two s traws are 
crossed on the murdered man ' s  stomach and a new pair o f scissors is a!so us ed 
(see No . 7421 , p . 3 2 7 3) . ]  

7 36 8 . De person dat dey had an idea dat kilt ' im ,  aw he could be dead fo ' s o  
long , an ' [ dey ] said dat he could g o  an ' tet ch dis person , even if  it  was nuthin 

but j es ' de bone , an ' hit 
BONE OF MURDERED PERSON BLEEDS IF TOUCHED BY MURDERER would bleed . [ Even after 

15 or 20 years the bone 
of a murdered man will b leed - see No . llO , p . 40 . ] [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 107 3 ) , 1734 : 9 .] 

7 36 9 .  Wus once a fellah found murdered [ on the railroad track ] between Gir
dletree an' Stockton [Md . ) .  So they said tho se peop le [ the murderers ] wus infi

dels , they could stop yer blood - you know , stop ' um from b leedin ' 
BLOODSTAIN so tha ' choo couldn ' t find out who did it [by bringing any suspected 

person into the presence of the corpse ] . An '  they kilt this fellah , 
taken a board up in the floor , in ' tween the floor an ' the groun ' . [This b oard 
was re tained by the murderers ] . So  they s topped his blood to keep ' im  from 
b leedin ' . Den after that , well , day drug ' im out on the railroad [ to suggest 
death by accident ] . [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( ? ) , 14 : 6 . ] 

7370 . I have heard that , if a person is murdered in a house and there is a 
b loods tain on the floor , i t remains there unless you take that piece of wood out . 
[New York City , by Ediphone , informant No . 3 , probably from Virginia . ]  

7 3 7 1 .  There has always been a saying that where a person is murdered o r  
killed that any o f  the b lood has been sp illed , you can always tell becaus e it 
will show itsel f afresh whenever i t ' s cloudy weather or  raining . The stain will 
become inevitable in the floor , if i t ' s on a board , and it can ' t be  prevented . 
You can scrub i t  but it will  always come dur ing stormy rainy weather . [New York 
City , by Ediphone , informant No . lO ,  from near Orangeburg , S .  Car . ] 

7 37 2 .  ( If they found a person that got killed , had been murdered ? )  
Yes , [ they ] say de stain would b e  on whosomevah did d e  crime , d e  s tain would 

nevah leave him - some part of ' im .  It would be on ' im , somewheres about ' is 
han ' s an '  [or ] i t  would b e  some place about 

BLOODSTAIN NEVER LEAVES MURDERER ' im dat it would show dat he be de real p er-
son dat did de crime . [ This belief is based 

upon the mark placed upon Cain for killing his bro ther Abel - s ee Gen . 4 : 1-15 ; 
see also introductory comment to interview with Doctor Marcus Brown ,  p . l290 . ] 
[Wilson , N.  Car . , (1486 ) , 2660 : 11 . ] 

7 3 73 .  Fac ' [ in fact ] ah heard o f  a man go t kil led , an ' shortly aftah he got 
killed de law come up to fin ' out who wuz dis man dat he got killed an ' who wuz 

it dat killed dis man . He 
BLOOD OF SLAIN MAN IN PAN OF WATER UNDER HIS BED [ the law]  caught some o f ' is 

blood an '  aftah ketchin ' it 
he took de washpan wit some watah in it , an ' caught some o f  ' is blood an ' set it 
down in [ unde r )  de bed where dis man wu z  at . An '  de man dat killed ' im ,  he had 
tuh come back an ' give up . 

(Under whose bed did he put that pan? ) 
Under dis man ' s bed dat wuz dead dat dis othah man shot . 
( The dead man ' s bed ? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  right . 
(That is , the dead man was lying on the bed an '  he [ the law )  took some o f  this 

blood and put water with it , and put · i t under the dead man ' s  bed to b ring b ack 
the man that killed him . ) 

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1497 ) , 2666 : 8 . ] 
7 374 . Yeah , if dis man dat killed dis man is gone , if yo ' kin git dere , yo ' 
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undahs tan ' , an ' take anything , an ' take a teaspoon an ' dip some of de (spots ] of 

BLOOD OF CORPSE 
FOOT TRACK OF MURDERER 

TALKING TO IN THREE HIGHEST NAMES 

de dead man ' s blood . 
(Where he was killed ? )  
Yeah . See , git some of [ the dead .an's) 
blood , dig i t  up an ' go ahead wi t  it , an '  
den come back an ' quick as yo ' kin . Den 

go where he went an ' git some o f  ' is [ foo t ]  track , an ' git some dirt outa his 
track . Git a lit tle o f  dat dirt outa his track whut he made an ' take de decease 
[ deceased ' s ]  b lood , de dead man ' s  b lood , an ' po ' it on top o f  dat track . All 
right , yo ' got ' im.  Yo ' go t dat blood , po ' it on dere [ foot track ] an ' say , 11Ah 
want chew t ub come back heah , undahstan ' ,  an ' s tan '  yore trial like a man fo ' 
killin '  dis po ' man . Ah mean dat . Ah mean fo ' yo ' tub come back , an ' yo ' can ' t  
git away . "  Ah po ' it on an ' ah be talkin ' t o  it ,  sayin ' , "By de mercy an ' power 
of God , ah mean fo ' dem [ you] tub come back , fo ' ah know God rules de world an ' 
God will rule yo ' . " Tell it [ In the Name of ] "De Father , de Son an ' de Holy 
Gho s t , drive him back . "  He kin go an ' go , but ' ventu ' lly he turn roun ' an ' come 
on back an ' give up . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 2 5 9 7 : 1 . ] 

7375 . Well , yes , if  a man kill a man . I f  he j ump - i f  dis man now , when he 
kill ' im,  he j ump backward , come backwards ovah him , lak yo ' s tep back ovah him 

BLOODSTAINED DIRT AT SCENE OF CRIME 
TURNS DARKER WHEN TOUCHED BY MURDERER 

befo ' de breath leaves ' im or at de t ime 
dat he ' s breathin ' , an ' if  he kin git 
j es '  a dis tance away , he will git away . 
An '  if he don ' t - j es '  lak if he go away 

an ' don ' t  do dat , an ' if yo ' j es '  ketch a man on suspic ion figurin ' dat ' s  ' im 
an '  i f  de man ain ' t , if he ain ' t a b ad ' un ,  yo ' know , sompin lak dat , an '  den if 
he ' s  gone , if  dere ' s any blood dat ' s  in dat dirt , if  it ' s  two years or three , yo ' 
bring dat fellah back dere . An '  if he ' s  de man did it , dat place will git dark 
an ' darkah when yo ' bring ' im back dere to dat place . 

(That place where the man died ? )  
Oh , yes . Jes ' lak yo ' s  an o fficah , yo ' take dat dirt wit yuh an ' yo ' find dat 

fellah , yo ' know de color of de dirt . Jes ' lay it right , yo ' present dat dirt 
when yo ' git to whah [where ] dat person at , dat dirt will turn dark as ' is face . 

(That dirt will get darker and darker . ) [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 
1584 : 14 . ] 

7376 . Ah heard sev ' ral diff ' ren ' p ' ints about dat . Now dey says j es '  lak if 
someone killed somebody else , an ' yo ' wants to fin ' out who killed dat indivijal .  

BLOODSTAINED [ ? ] SOIL FROM UNDER 
BEAD OF MURDERED MAN ON GROUND 
RUB DOWN MAN ' S  FACE 3 TIMES 

When yo ' git where he is yo ' goes an ' lay yore 
han ' if he layin ' on ' is back , lay yore han ' 
an ' drill it up three time lak dat from ' is 
face down to ' is nos tel [no stril ] an ' say , 
" I t  will b e  a ho t heat" - when yo ' drill yore 

han ' three time up an ' down ' is nos tel [ nos tril ] . Well , turn ' im  ovah an' right 
to [at ] de back of de haid , git j es '  a little pinch of dirt from outen dere . 
Take it to de house an ' take yo ' a p inch of table salt an ' put it in dat , an' 
to te it wit chew fo ' foah days . Aftah de foah days is up , walk an '  throw it in 
de fiah , an ' whosoevah killed dat indivij al , dey ' ll pass yore home - undah six 
days dey ' ll appear in yore home . Dat ' s de one dat killed de indivij al den . 

(WHEN YOU FIRST GET TO THAT DEAD MAN 1 YOU TAKE YOUR HAND AND JUST R.UB IT DOWN 
OVER HIS NOSTRILS THREE TIMES - DOWN OVER HI S WHOLE FACE . )  

Dat ' s  right . 
(Then wha t ?  It ' ll feel warm you s ay ? )  
I t  will feel warm on d e  third time , an '  den yo '  j es '  take right in de back o f  

d e  head , if h e  i s  laying down on d e  dirt or anywhere - take out a pinch of sand , 
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if  he ' s  layin '  on de ground - from undah his haid , any kin ' a dust from undah his 
haid . Care [ carry ] i t  home an ' put chew a pinch o f  salt in dat an ' keep i t until 
de third mawnin ' . De thi rd mawnin ' throw it  in de fiah an ' dat indivij al dat 
done de killin ' on de sixth mawnin ' ll be to yore home . [Waycros s , Ga . , (115 9 ) , 
1933 : 2 . ] 

7 37 7 .  If  you know his name . [A pause . ] 
(Yes ? )  
[ This tells informant t o  continue . ]  
You get a candle . De man dat he killed , know ' is name . Get yo ' a bo ' d [ sounds 

like boat but is board] about so long an ' a bran ' -new needle an ' stick dat needle 
undah dere an ' take dat candle an ' an indelible pencil . Wr ite his name dis  way 

an '  yourn dat way . -

CANDLE LIGHTED 
AT BOTH ENDS 

(Wait ! You wri te one from the bot tom and one from the top? ) 
Dat ' s right . Den light de candle each en ' . 
(Light it from each end . ) [ This may be my only example . ]  

An '  den dey [ 2  ends of  candle ] meet togethah . An '  let ' em burn togethah . Dat ' ll 
draw ' im ,  j es '  draw ' im  back . 

( I  see . Now , wait a minute .  Here ' s  your board . )  
[ I  demons trate . ] 
Lak dere [ the way you have placed the board ] . 
(You get a needle , a new needle ,  and stick it into this board . Then you put 

this candle horizontally on that needle . )  
Dat ' s right . 
(And you write his name once , and the murderer ' s  name at one end o f  the candle.) 
Ovah de othah , yeah . 
(Then you light both ends at once and burn them up together . ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(And that man that d id the killing will come back . ) 
He ' s  comin ' back . 
( I  see . ) 
Dat ' s  drawin' ' im  back . [New Orleans , La . , (877) , 1439 : 4 . ] 
7 3 78 . Yo ' kin take dat man ' s ,  some o f  ' is garment whut he wear nex ' to  his 

skin , an ' take an ' dress it wit Hearts Cotogne an '  carry it back where dis man 

CLOTHES OF MURDERED MAN OR MURDERER 
(1)  GARMENT DRESSED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE 

SPREAD OUT AT SCENE OF CRIME 

go t killed , an ' spread it out an ' 
let de sun shine on it , an ' it won ' t 
[be ] but sev ' ral days fo ' he show 
up . 
(The man that killed him? ) 

Yes sir , de man dat kill ' im  show up . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1007 ) , 1628 : 1 . ] 
7379 . I f  yo ' take a man ' s  clo thes an ' yo ' bury his clo thes , well it ' s  like 

yo ' bury ' im. Bundle his clothes up an '  bury his clothes . Well de person dat 

(2) BURY DEATH CLOTHES SEPARATELY 
did it ,  he can ' t keep it - he can ' t  gi t 
off , he ' ll have tuh give up . 
(You mean if  they take the clo thes o f f  

the dead man , you bury them separately from the body? ) 
Yes sir . [Brunswick, Ga . , (12 06) , 2038 : 14 . ] 
7380 . Ah beard dey take his clo thes off ' im  an ' bury de clothes an '  de per

son dat killed ' im would go crazy . [Waycross , Ga . , (1117 ) , 1794 : 2 . ] 

( 3) GARMENT OF DEAD MAN UNDER HIS HEAD 
7381 . Well , suppo se you kill me , 
tisn ' t but one thing . But do dis 
now . I f  you kill me right now - why 

do you kill any person , woman or man - go to yore hous e an' get one shirt , or 
one undahshirt , or one drawers , or  a p an ts , or a sock , anything dat chew vear 
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[wear ] .  Put i t  undahneat ' dat woman or  dat man ' s head , an' yo ' can' t go anywhere. 
Yo ' ll come back .  I t ' ll be far , but yo ' ll come back in town. 

(That ' s  the way they catch you , i f  you kill somebody . )  
Yes , sir , i f  yo ' kill somebody - if yo ' j es '  shoot ' em , why dey can ' t get yo ' 

anyway . I f  yo ' kill somebody , yo ' can ' t go . Yo ' ll go but yo ' won ' t sleep , an ' 
don ' t care where yo ' s leep , yo ' goin ' to git so tired dat yo ' come an ' give yore
self up to de law .  

[The dead man ' s  spirit will not 
until he returns and gives himself 

let the murderer sleep . I t  pesters the killer 
up to the law. ] [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( 512) , 

( 4)  KNOTS AND . DEVILMENT IN DEAD MAN ' S  GARMENT 
581 : 6 . ] 
7382 . Dey say if a man falls 
on ' is face , dey say dat man 

will be caught . Den dey 
an '  put some o thah man ' s 
.ake dis man come back. 

take some of dis man ' s  clothes an ' dey tie knots in ' em  
devi lment [= urine or excrement ] on dere an ' dat will 

(The man that killed him. ) [Jacksonville , Fla . , (547 ) , 680 : 3 . ] 
7 38 3 .  Wal , dey say if  a man kill a man an ' yo ' wanta git ' im , all yo ' have 

to do , git  ' is - some pieces o f  ' is clothes . Git a piece o f  clothes an ' put some 

(5)  SALT AND VINEGAR OVER MURDERED MAN ' S CLOTHES 
salt and vinegar ovah it , 
an ' he come an' give up 
hiss elf to  yo ' . Yo ' say , 

"What yo ' want? " He say , "Wal , ah j es '  like to 
an '  make a argue [ argument ] .  Dat ' s de man . 

come to s ee yo ' . "  Sompin lak dat 

(I see . You take the dead man ' s clothes and put the stuf f on i t . )  
Yeh . [ Savannah , Ga . , (543) , 6 7 7 : 3 . ] 
7 384 . To bring a fellah back whut ' s  went off  an ' done sompin an ' run off , yo ' 

go to work an ' git a piece o f  dis fellah ' s clothes or eithah a shoe or sompin , 

( 6 )  GARMENT OF DEAD MAN DRES SED WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
HEARTS COLOGNE - DRAWING-LOVE POWDER - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
PUT UNDER DOOR - CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE EACH MORNING 9 DAYS 

an ' yo ' take 
dat an '  carry 
it to yore 
place of [hoo
doo ]  business , 

see . An '  yo ' dress dat wit dis heah - git some of dis Heart Co logne , s ee , wit 
drawin '- love p�dah an ' some dis heah High John de Conkah root.  An '  yo ' take dat 
an' yo ' come b ack home den ,  an ' yo ' take it an ' bury it undah yore hous e ,  see . 
Yo ' take it an ' bury it  right undah yore house right behin ' undah yore dohstep . 
Vell , fo ' so many mawnin ' s  yo ' go round yore house , about nine mornings - one 
time evah mawnin ' . Ins ide o f  dat time dat fellah goin ' eithah be  back or sompin 
be ' s  happen to ' im .  [ St .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , (995) , 1609 : 7 . ] 

7 3 85 . Ah heard dat j es '  lak if  some of mah people wus tuh g it killed an '  ah 
wouldn ' t  know who killed ' em - lak ah ' d  f ind ' em daid somewhere an ' ah wanted tub 

(7) 9 SMALL PIECES CUT FROM TAIL OR HEM OF 
MURDERED MAN' S CLOTHES - 9 PRAYERS OVER 
PUT PIECE ON 9 PLACES OF CORPSE - INCANTATION 

know if somebody killed 
' em .  Well , den yo ' d  go 
to de undahtakah ' s  shop 
an ' yo ' dress ' em ,  an ' 
yo ' cut nine pieces out 

de tail or out de hem o f  whatsomevah dey had on . An '  den you take dis heah an '  
carry it  t o  yore home , an ' yo '  keep i t  dere prob ' ly until yo ' git ready to bury 
' em . Den dey tell me yo '  prays nine prayahs ovah ' em , an '  den yo ' takes it  an ' 
carries it back to dis corp se , j e s '  lak i f  yo '  goin ' bury ' em . Yo ' carry it back 
an '  set it  on de  grave j es '  yo ' s een ' em bury dem right heah in de graveyard . 
Yo ' take an ' put one ovah his heart , yo ' puts one ovah each eye an ' one ovah ' is 
nose , one ovah his mouth an ' one in each one of  ' i s ears , an ' den put one in de 
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palm o f  ' is han ' - o f  dese heah little blocks yo ' cut out de hem o f  ' is pant s or 
dres s or what somevah . An ' den say , whosomevah killed dis person 1 dat dey would 
come b ack . 

(You put this r ight over the body itsel f , right over the eye s .  You cut nine 
p ieces , there are two eyes 1 nose  and mouth - that ' s  four . The ears , that is  s ix.  
The two palms , one o f  each hand , that ' s  eight . Now what is fo r the ninth piece ? )  

One ovah the heart . [ Fayetteville . N.  Car . , (1391) 1 2496 : 9 . ] 
7 386 . I f  a person is killed an ' yo ' wanta find out who do i t  an ' yo ' want dis 

pers on to die aftah killin ' dis person 1 yo ' cut a green tree an ' put it down in 

( 8 )  GREEN TREE AND MURDER CLOTHES AT BOTTOM OF GRAVE 
MURDERED MAN BURIED ON TOP TO CAUSE MURDERER ' S  DEATH 

de grave . 
(You cut a gr een 
tree? ) 
Yes sir , cut a 

small green tree an ' put it  down in de grave , an ' den yo ' bury dis dead man on 
dat green tree , an ' put ' is clothes [ in which he was murdered ] undah ' im ,  an ' 
de man who killed ' im it won ' t be long befo ' he dies . But ah don ' t  know what dey 
say to ketch ' im ,  ah nevah hear of dat . But dey say it wouldn ' t  be long befo ' 
he dies . 

(Do you cut any kind o f  a green t ree? ) 
Yes sir , any kinda green trees , so as it ' s  green. Put it  in de grave . 
(Then you put the dead man ' s clo thes on that tree? ) 
Yes , put de dead man ' s clothes on dat . 
(Then you bury the dead man on top o f  that ? ) 

On top of ' is clothe s ,  an ' dey s ay i t  wouldn ' t  b e  long b efo ' dis person have 
killed would follah ' im.  

Mah s tepfathah go t killed an ' p eople have tell my mo thah to do dat , but she 
wouldn ' t  do i t . Yo ' j es '  get a green tree - cut a green tree an ' throw it in de 
grave , an ' den throw all de murdered ' s  [murdered man ' s ]  clothes an '  shoes an ' 
evah bit right down in dere , an ' bury de dead right on dat an ' dis person will 
sure fellah yo ' . 

(Well , what do they bury the man in , then, the man that was killed·? What do 
they bury him in? They bury his ent ire clo thes don ' t  they? ) 

Dey bury ' im in clothes but yo ' j es '  throw de old bloody clo thes in de grave ; 
see , an '  throw dat down in dere an ' den bury ' im  right on top o f  dat , see . 

(And YOU SAY THAT YOUR STEPFATHER WAS KILLED OVER HERE ON JAMES I SLAND . I 
see , and they told your mother to do that ? And she wouldn ' t  do it? ) 

No s ir , she wouldn ' t do it  - she wouldn ' t do it . 
(That ' s  supposed to be an old , old way of f inding out who killed him . ) 
Dey find out who kill ' im ,  yes . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (500) , 433+85 . ] 
738 7 . Yo ' [he ] could kill a man an ' he [murderer ]  goes away . Well ,  yo ' take 

dat man ' s  [killer ' s ]  name or take some of ' is clothes . Yo ' take his clothes . 

( 9 )  MURDERER ' S  CLOTHES - PIECE OF PUT ON VICTIM 
Yo ' take his clothe s , de 
man ' s - if yo ' can get some 
o f  de man ' s [killer ' s ]  

c lothes or something o f  de man ' s ,  de man dat ' s gone . Yo ' take dat an ' yo '  put 
on de man dat he killed . Or , ei thah , if yo ' don ' t  do dat , yo ' take two hen eggs 
an '  put ' em in ' is han ' s  an ' turn ' im flat on ' is belly , an ' fo ' nine days when 
dem eggs bus t ,  de man ' ll come in - he ' ll come an ' give up . 

(And you say the other way of do ing i t  is to get some clothes from the fellow 
who ran away . ) 

Yeah , takes ' i s clo thes - take some of  ' is clothes an ' bury ' em wit dat [ dead ] 
man . [New Orleans , La . , (831) , 1235 : 4 . ] 

7388 . I f  yo ' killed a person • • •  yo ' gon ' a was te some b lood • • •  whatevah [ clo thes ] 
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yo ' has , if dey kin git dat , smear it  [your clothes ] in your [victim ' s ]  blood 
an '  bury it , turn him on ' is face , an ' dat ' ll draw yo ' [murderer ]  back . [Little 
Rock , Ark. , (896) , 146 7 : 4 . ] 

7 389 . I f  ah takes an ' kill a person , yo ' undahs tan ' . Now yo ' wants me back 
heah . Now , ah could leave [ a  dres s ]  or somepin heah , yo ' undahs tan ' ? Well , yo ' 

see , people come around , a detective come around , dey need so 
(10) DRESS much money to ge t ' em [me ] back . She [ hoodoo woman] can take my 

dress an ' bury my dress down heah an '  ah can ' t  s tay where ah' a 
at .  Where ah done is at - ah got ta come back to New Orleans . I f  ah don ' t  come 
back to dat [murder ] house , ah ' ll come back to New Orleans an ' de policeman will 
be de firs t one to put dere han ' s on me .  [ New Orleans , La . , (841) , 1274 : 1 . ] 

7 390 . Well , de person dat killed d is person • • •  the dead person , - yo ' go to 
your hen-house where your poultry an ' git chew a hot laid egg - a fresh laid egg , 

yo ' understand , two o f  ' em an ' put one in 
(11) HAT OR CAP OR HANDKERCHIEF each hand • • • •  If not that , yo ' take this dead 

OVER FACE OF MURDERED MAN person ' s hat an ' put it  ovah their face 
see • • • •  right ovah his face . If yo ' don ' t 

do dat , yo ' take [ demonstrates ] his pocket han ' kerchie f an ' spread it  one corner 
on each side o f  the corner - heah an ' one up heah , yo ' see . 

[ I  now des cribe his actions : ] 
(You take this dead man ' s  handkerchief and you put i t  like a diamond over his 

head . ) 
Oat ' s  right , one point to the top of  his head and one at his throat and one 

toward each shoulder . 
Oat ' s  right . An ' de hat yo ' take an ' place it right ovah his face . 
(These are all separate ways o f  doing it . )  
(To bring back the man who killed him ? )  
T o  bring back d e  man dat killed d e  man . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 938) , 1518 : 6 . ]  
7 39 1 . Yo ' kin bury him [murdered man ] wit a aig in ' is han ' an ' he ' ll [mur-

derer will ] come back . Or e ithah bury him wit his cap down ovah his face , or 
eithah a han ' chief ovah his face , an ' he ' ll come back . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 
15 31 : 4 . ] 

7 39 2 .  I f  a p erson git killed an ' yo ' want dis person tuh come back , dis per
son will have tub fall on his face [ see p . 324lf . and elsewher e . ] 

Den ah heard ag ' in dat chew kin take de dead person ' s  hat . Jes ' lak yo ' be 
killed an ' somebody find de hat , turn it on de wrong side . Turn de right - no , 

(12) INSIDE OUT TURN MURDERED MAN ' S 
HAT - HAT BOW - LEFT SLEEVE 
SLEEVE WITH LEFT HAND - ROLL BOW TO YOU 

turn de left-hand s leeve o f  
dis person ' s garment - coat , 
shirt or  undahshirt an '  fold 
i t .  An ' wherevah or who dis 
party wus whut killed dis per

son , if dey ' s away , dey gotta return - dey can ' t s tay away . 
(You turn this left s leeve of his coat inside out or roll i t  up? ) 
Roll it  - j es '  lak on de left now , ah 'm us in ' mah left hand . If yo ' killed 

me or ah killed yo ' ,  well  yo ' want me tuh come an ' ah ' m gone . Well yo ' j es '  
turn mah shirt , or eithah mah hat . Turns ' is hat on de wrongside an' turn de 
bow. Yo ' know how dere be ' s  a b ow in dat hat . Well now , when yo ' roll it , yo ' 
have to roll it tuh yo ' wit de bow comin ' tuh yo ' , seams an 1 all j es 1 comin 1 on 
tub yo ' . He ' ll have tuh come back , he can ' t  s tay away . [ Savannah ,  Ga. , (1261) , 
2141 : 8 . ] 

739 3 .  Yo ' kin take a package of  brand-new pins dat has not been no othah pin 
out of it , put evah pin on some garment of his ' n . 

(Of that corp se ? )  
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De dead man - evah pin but be sure de p in package nevah opened o f  de new pins , 
not one was taken out . Pin it in ' is garment an ' when yo ' git  it all pinned up , 

( 1 3 )  PINS - PACKAGE OF NEW 
STUCK INTO GARMENT OF DEAD MAN 

yo ' wishes a prayer ovah dis dead man . 
Dis man canno t stay , he mus t return -
yo ' ve pinned ' im up . Yo ' use dat whole 
package of brand-new pins on ' im while 

he ' s layin ' out as a corp se . Dis man will come whoevah he is - he ' s  sticked , 
he ' s  sewed , j es '  got him p inned up . He ' ll come back an ' give hisself up - can ' t  
s tay [ away ] .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 663) , 871 : 1 0 . ] 

(14)  POCKET - IN LEFT - PUT 
LEFT HAND OF CORP SE 
GRASP ING OPENED NEW POCKETKNIFE 

7 394 . Buy new brand [brand-new] pocket
kni fe an ' put it in de dead man left 
hand an ' put it in de le ft pocket . 
(Put his left hand in his po cket . )  
Yeah , wit de knife open in ' is pocket . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will make him [murderer ] die too . 
(That is a different way from the 
other way . There ' re two ways o f  doing 

i t . )  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (518 - Doctor Nelson) , 610 : 7 . ]  
7 395 . I f  a man murdah somebody an ' gi t away from home , if  yo ' could git a 

p iece o f  ' is garment an ' twis t  - j is '  lak yo ' d  git yore shirt , j is '  git  ' is shirt 

(15 )  SHIRT - TWIST 16 KNOTS IN 
an '  put sixteen kno ts in de tail  o f  ' is 
shir t , an ' dey say he couldn ' t  s tay ' way , 
no way tuh escape . He ' d  have tuh come b ack 

an ' s ur rendah himsel f  tuh de officahs . 
(You get the shirt of  the fellow who did the killing? )  

Yessuh ,  j es '  lak ah ' d  kill someone ,  yo ' d  git a garment dat ah been wearin ' -
j is '  lak in a shirt or any of mah undahweah .  

(That would bring you back . ) [ Sumter , s .  
7 396 . Say fo ' s tance [ for instance] , now , 

want ' em  [killer ] tuh come back . Undahs tan ' 

(16 )  SHIRT OF KILLER ROLLED TO YOU AND 

Car . , (1381) , 2453 : 6 . ] 
i f  a person kill someone an ' dey 
good . I f  yo ' git hol t a piece [ o f )  

one o f  his shir ts ,  any p iece 

BURIED UNDER SIDE OF HOUSE WHERE HE STAYED 
[ o f  clo thing ] dat he wore , 
yo ' take dat piece an ' roll 
it tigh t  tuh yo ' , an ' bury 

dat undah de side of de house - undah de house , undah yor e house . Ah ' ll bury it 
anywhah whah he stayed at , an ' he ' ll wandah right roun ' dat place an ' come right 
back dere .  See , he ' ll come back . He cain ' t stay ' way t o  save his life , he will 
come back . [Mob ile , Ala . , (656) , 941 : 4 . ] 

7 39 7 .  Ah hear tell o f  ' em takin '  yore shoes , yore left-foo ted sho e .  Jes ' lak 
anyone done a crime , j es '  lak ah ' d  kill someone out dere yo ' see . Well , ah ' m  a 

(17)  SHOE - LEFT - MURDERER ' S  - BURIED UPS IDE DOWN 
UNDER LEFT CORNER OF MURDERED MAN ' S HOUSE 

unknown party , yo ' see de 
idea . Well dey smart 
enough to git somebody , 
yo ' know , tuh git de left 

foot of mah shoe , yo ' see . Well , yo ' kin take de left foot of  mah shoe - ah 
heard dat chew kin take de left foot o f  mah shoe an ' bury it .  Yo ' know , j es ' 
bury flat down lak dat yo ' know, upside down , undah de left cornah of  de house . 
An ' a few days af tah yo ' do dat , ah would return back , yo ' s ee .  Ah did de killin ' 
by unknown parties . Yo ' see , ah 'm de unknown party , but ah have tuh come back 
tuh dat house , yo ' see . Ah heard dat to be de fac ' . 

(Where would they bury this shoe? Under your house or under the house o f  the 
party that was killed ? )  
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De party ' s house which was killed . 
(How would they get hold o f  your shoe? } 

Well , j es '  lak yo ' may go tub work , yo ' see - j es '  lak yo ' may go tuh work an ' 
have a ole foo ted shoe or sompin of de kind aroun ' , yo ' s ee ,  an ' yo ' kin git hold 
of it . Yo ' see de idea . 

(That is to bring you back . ) [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1388 ) , 2487 : 2 . ]  
7398 . Take d e  dead man ' s  shoe an ' bury an ' he ' ll come back. 
(You mean the fellow that killed him will come back . You bury both his shoes , 

you say ,  or one ? Which one? )  
De left foot , yes . 
(Where do they bury that shoe? )  

Wit ' in ' is grave , in ' is box [ coffin ] , right in ' is box wit ' im .  [ Surely the 
murderer ' s  old shoe is buried in the co f fin , not the dead man ' s shoe . ]  [Jackson

(18)  LEFT SHOE OF MURDERED MAN BURIED IN COFFIN 

(19 ) BURY MURDERER ' S  OLD SHOE WHILE CALLING HIS NAME 

ville , Fla . , (553)  
691 : 4+85 . ]  
7 399 . I f  a man do any 
murderin ' or anythin ' , 
yo ' kin take dat ole 
shoe an ' bury it  bottom 

upwards ; dey say , j es '  in de ground 
crazy - wi t  ' is clothes . 

an ' bury it bot tom upwards . Dey say he ' ll go 

(Whose shoes do you bury ? )  
Bury de ones dat done de murder . 
(I f you know who did the murder? ) 
Yes , yo '  have to know he done . Bury dat shoe , he go crazy . Call dis man name 

all d e  time . 
( In this case you j ust  suspected the man did the killing , and in order not to 

take any chances , you ' d  bury his shoe or either his clothing , calling his name , 
and if  he did do i t , then he ' ll go crazy . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1074 ) , 17 3 6 : 13 . ] 

7400 . Take yore shoes sometime an ' lak if  dey did anythin ' ,  yo ' kin take dere 
shoes an ' have ' em caught . 

(How would you do that? ) 
Well ,  yo ' take an ' put - yo ' git chew some quicks ilvah . 

some of  dat an ' put nine drops in each shoe . Dat ' s ,  if yo ' 
Well , yo ' kin git 
wanta git dis person , 

put nine drops in 
each shoe . Den yo ' 
take dese shoes an ' 
yo ' pray ovah dem 
f o '  three days , an '  

{20}  SHOE - 9 0  DROPS OF QUICKSILVER IN EACH 
PRAY OVER THEM 3 DAYS BEFORE SUNUP USING PSALM 2 6  
P UT  UNDER HIS DOORSTEP - HE ' LL RETURN WITHIN 9 DAYS 

yo ' use de 26 Psalm on dat fo ' three days ' fore sunup , an ' put ' em undah de steps 
whence [where ] he goin ' back to . Bury dem undah dos e bo ' ds .  An '  in nine days 
he ' ll be  back dere . 

(If  he has commi tted some crime . )  [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  (1167 ) , 1962 : 6 . ] 
7401 . Mah gran ' fathah said , he was in slav ' ry yo ' see , he said dat when a 

person done kill a person dey goes an ' gits dis person ' s shoe s  an ' dey take ' um  
an '  put ' em full o f  foddah an '  den dey take some dis heah lye dey use to run an '  

( 21)  MURDER ' S LEFT SHOE - FILL WITH CORN FODDER 
AND OLD-FASHIONED LYE - TURN BOTTOM UPWARDS 

make soap outa . Ah don ' t  
know whethah yo ' remembah 
it or not .  
(The old-fashioned lye . )  
Yes sir ,  used to run i t  
outa ashe s . Put h i t  in 

dere an ' dey turn dat shoe bottom s ides upwards dey said , an '  in f ive days evah 
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who d id i t  would come back . 
(Do you do one o f  the shoes that way or bo th o f  them? ) 

Jes ' one of  ' em . Dat left shoe . [ S t .  Petersbur g , Fla. , (1009 ) , 1633 : 7 . ] 
7402 . Ah heard ' em say yo ' could take de tacks out of a shoe . 

(22)  HEEL OF MURDERER ' S  SHOE BURNED 
WITH SULPHUR AND GREEN PEPPER 

(Out o f  any kind o f  a shoe? ) 
A murder [murderer ' s ] shoe an ' burn de 
heel o f  it , an ' put chew sulphur an ' 
green peppah , an ' burn it , an ' de person 

would come up heah to yore do ' dat mawnin ' , de one dat done de crime . 
(What do you do with those nails out of the shoe? ) 
Yo '

. 
burn ' em wit dat ashes . 

(Whose shoe do you burn? ) 
Yo ' g o t ta git a person ' s shoe whut no relation to dat family . 
(That is supposed to b ring that murderer back? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1503) , 2669 : 9 . ] 
740 3 .  Dey say now , i f  a man run o f f  an ' yo ' want ' im back , e f  yo ' kin git his 

garment , whut he wear neares t tub ' im , an '  yo '  kin cut de seam out undah heah an '  

(23)  OLD SHOE - GARMENT - HAIR - OF MURDERER 
BURIED EAST WITH ONE CORNER POINTING WEST 

den dere , an ' bury it wit 
s ome of ' is hair an ' some o f  
' is o l e  shoe , bury eas tward 
an ' put one cornah wes tward , 

he ' ll come back . He ' ll come back , he can ' t stay [ away ] no mo ' .  
(Whom would they do this for? ) 
Yo ' do dat fo ' de party dat dey want , j es '  [ like ] ah killed somebody an ' some

body come git chew do it fo ' me , anybody . 
(Bring you back . You cut a piece under the left arm and from the seat o f  his 

pants [ o r ]  trous ers [ and ]  underwear . )  (Mob ile , Ala . , ( 701) , 959 : 4 . ] 

(24)  SLEEP IN VICTIMS CLOTHES , DREAM OF MURDERER 
7404 . Yo ' kin t ake some 
o f  ' is clothes , de dead 
[murdered ] person clo thes , 

an ' put dat on ' im [ friend or relative 
come tub yo ' [ friend or relative ] in a 
(1184) , 199 7 : 17 . ] 

of corpse ] , an ' when he buried , it ' ll 
dream , who did it . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

7 405 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dat if  a man kills 
misdemenah [misdemeano r ]  whatevah it done 

a man an ' runs away or do somep in 
be - an ' gits away . Well , an ' dey 

want s tub do somep in tuh make ' im  
come back .  Well , yo ' go - yo ' 
gotta have some kinda piece which 
dis man wo ' . I t don ' t make no 

(25)  PIECE OF  MURDERER' S SOCK 
DRESS WITH 3 INGREDIENTS : 
(a)  LEFT COW-HORN SCRAPINGS 
(b ) GRAVEYARD DIRT 
(c) SOIL FROM WEST END OF HI S HOUSE 
SPRINKLE WITH SALT AND WATER 
MURDERER RETURNS WITHIN 13 DAYS 

diff ' rence what - i f  it wus ' is 
coat or whut - but it mus t be some 
kinda p iece which he has wo ' .  An '  
yo ' takes it , see . An ' yo ' dresses 
it . Yo ' dresses it wit three 

dif f ' ren ' mixtures , an' yo ' puts it in a p lace where it won ' t - no one partici
pates in [ frequent s or looks into ] , dat place , yo ' s ee .  An ' aftah thirteen days 
dat individual [murderer ] will  show up on de scene dere . But yo ' must  take it 
an ' yo ' gi ts one of  yuh , one of dese [ ingredients ]  dat yo ' dress it  wit ; dat 
ah ' ve hear ' d yo ' dress it wit , is de lef t  horn o f  a cow . 

(The left horn? ) 
De left horn o f  a cow. 
(The left horn o f  a cow. ) 
Yo ' take dat an ' in • • •  [ I  interrupt ] .  
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(What do you do . take the whole horn? ) 
No . yo ' j is '  git some o f  dat . Yo ' j is '  take a knife an ' j is '  scrape , j is '  

scrape some o f  dat left horn o f  a cow. An '  de nex '  thing yo ' git , yo ' aoes down 
tub de graveyard an '  yo ' git s yuh some dirt - some soil . Den yo ' gp tub de west 
enda [ end o f ]  dis individual house . Yo ' mus ' know where he lived at - where he 
lived at . 

(What did you say now? ) 
Go tub de wes t  enda his house where he lived at . an ' yo ' dig up some soil an '  

yo ' mix dat . Den yo ' b ring i t  back an ' yo ' goes an ' yo ' git a piece o f  ' is 
socks , an ' yo ' put dat in dere . An '  yo ' put s dis in a secret place where nobody 
lives an ' yo ' wai ts about thirteen or fourteen days . An '  yo ' go git it  an '  briog 
it out , an ' sprinkle it down with salt an ' watah . An '  in a few days dat guy w1l1 
show up on de scene . So ah heard . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 7 3) , 1062 : 2 . ] 

7406 . Make ' im come back an ' give his self up . Yo ' know de man . An '  if yo ' 
don ' know de man , or  yo ' know de man . Lis ten good . Well , all yo ' go tta do is 

(26)  UNDERWEAR WRONG SIDE OUT 
come on back an ' take yore undershirt , next 
to yore skin , turn it ups ide down [ ins ide 
out ] an ' put it on , an '  whosomevah did it  

dey come back . Dey ' ll bring ' em back to yo ' .  [ Algiers , La . , (1593) , 2994 : 6 . ] 
740 7 . Yo ' turn yer lef ' s ock on de wrong side an '  yer undahweah an ' go along 

an '  dey ' ll [ the law] nevah bothah yuh . [Wilmington , N. Car . , (205) , 113+85 : 2 . ] 
7408 . Jis ' lak ef a pusan wus tub kill anothah one an ' dey can ' t nevah ketch 

' im .  Well , dey go on an '  dey gits - dat coffin have tub be dressed whut dat in

COFFIN - CORPSE IN - SPRINKLE WITH MIXTURE OF 
DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - COME BACK OIL - SANG-SANG POWDAH 
SALTPETER AND WATER - MURDERER RETURNS IN 3 DAYS 

divid ' l  is in tub cuz dese 
othah parties tuh come back . 
An '  tub dress dat co ffin 
dey ' ll git some dragon ' s 
blood an '  whut chew call -

well it ' s a oil whut chew call de aome baak oiZ ,  an ' dat dragon ' s  blood an ' dat 
Sang-Sang Powdah. [ This is probably the same thing as Sen-Sen or Sen-Sen Powder 
ment ioned elsewhere . ]  An '  take it an ' put it  in a half a pint-a watah , an ' put 
two tablespoons ful of  saltpetah in it , an '  shake it up good an ' sprinkle dat 
individ ' l  good in dat cof f in .  Sprinkle de corpse real good an ' dat individ ' l , 
whosomevah i t  is . An '  in about three day ' s time dem parties will be b ack . 
[Mobile , Ala. , (692) , 927 : 1 . ] 

7409 . Yes , sir , de firs ' thing ah would do , git tuh de undahtakah . Dat ' s  
all ah vant , git in touch wit de undahtakah got ta git in touch wit ' em [him] 

COFFIN D�SSED WITH 5 THINGS FROM CORPSE 
TOENAILS AND FINGERNAILS - HAIR FROM TOP OF HEAD 
BOTTOM OF EACH EAR AND DOWN BELOW 
ALL THESE WRAPPED UP IN RED HANDKERCHIEF 

or ah cain ' t  handle de body .  
Ah ' d  trim dat man toenail an '  
fingahnails , an ' take saae of 
de hair out de haid [ demon-
strates ] ,  an ' take some heah, 
an '  take some heah, an' take 

some from down heah . An '  ah ' d put dos e  things 
[ I now describe his preceding actions . ]  

tuhgethah . 

(Take some from the top o f  his head , some from j ust at the bottom of each ear , 
and s ome down below. ) 

nat ' s  i t .  An ' trim ' is toenails an ' hands [ f ingernails ] ,  put ' em tuhgethah 
an' mix some more s tuff wit it . An '  take it an ' put it  back in dat casket [ cof
fin] wit a bran ' -new red han ' kachef , an ' let ' em [ these things ] go in de grave 
wit it [ the corpse ] . An '  if dat guy [murderer ] don ' t be dere be£0 ' dey bury ' em 
[him , the corpse ] ,  de people he vork wit cain ' t git nobody tub bury ' em .  An '  if 
he don ' t git dere , if he have tub walk , he ' ll go in de graveyard an ' s tay dere 
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until someb ody go dere an ' git ' em [ him] . He go tt a go dere , he cain ' t live . 
[Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 509 Doctor Washington) ,  568 : 1 . ] 

7410 . A undahtakah parlah or j es '  some place where dey makin ' shrouds fo '  de 
dead . 

(Get this where they are making a shroud for the dead . } 
Yes , an ' get dat needle an ' take dis needle what dey use . Break dis needle , 

drive it into some place , some p iece of wood or anythin ' , in yore place , in yore 
house , anywhere yo ' wish to , ON YORE ALTAR in de place , set i t  

CORPSE up on somepin . An '  yo ' wishes fo ' ' im  to re turn on such an '  
SHROUD NEEDLE such a date , an ' he will return , s o  I am to ld . 

(Anybody ' s return or this man that killed s omeone? ) 
Dey want dat o thah man , de one dat killed ' im. 

( I  see . } [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 7 6 ) , 1067 : 6 . ] 
7411 .  All right , dey kin take dat - dat man kill a man out dere an ' he git 

away . An '  dey wan' ' im to come back an ' de law cain ' t bring ' im back . Dey take 

CORPSE TURNED IN DIRECTION MURDERER WENT 
WITH MURDERER' S NAME ON PAPER IN COFFIN 
IN THE LORD ' S NAME - WITH CURSE - 9 D.AYS 

dat coffin , dat corpse , an ' dey turns 
it a diff ' ren ' way in de house an ' 
dey turn it  in de direction dat he 
[murderer ] went . An' de direction he 
went , dat de direction he comin ' back . 

Dat body is turned dat direction . An ' dey take some - write his name on some 
papah an ' put i t  in dere , an ' dey write i t  in de Name of de Lawd [Lord ] , but dey 
wri te i t  in vain [see later ] , an ' say on dere , "Lord , s en '  dis man back . Turn 
' im b ack , him what have killed mah brothah or mah husban ' , an ' let de law git 
' im. 1 1  Well , he ' ll come back . Write his name on a piece of papah an ' put it in 
dat casket , an ' do it in de Name o f  de Lawd an ' yo ' do it in vain. 

(What do you mean in vain? ) 
Yo ' gotta us e a curse word , yo ' see , an ' den he ' ll be b ack in nine days . 

He ' ll return . 
(I see . }  [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 25} , 995 : 8 . ] 
741 2 .  Well , i f  anyone kill a man an '  den run ' way an ' dey didn ' t know who 

kill ' im .  Well , when dey wash dis man , dey takes de watah an '  puts it into a 

CORPSE - WATER FROM WASHING - BOTTLED - IN GRAVE 
quart bo ttle an ' s tops it up 
tight an '  bury it  in de grave 
tub [with ] him. Well , he 

cain' t go . He have tub come back .  
ward an ' farward . He have tub pas s 

(They wash the dead man and that 
bottle and put it in the grave . )  

He have tub pass dat place evah day , back
der e , dat p lace . 
water they wash him with , they put it in a 

Yes . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1367 } , 2419 : 10 . ] 
7413 . Well , yo ' kin take de water dey wash de individual [murdered man in] . 
(That they wash the dead man in . ) 
An ' put it  in a quart bot tle . An ' yo '  know how yo ' cut cork to grease a saw 

wit - cut a cork to grease a saw wit . Chew know how dey grease a saw,  have oil 
in a bo ttle - kerosene in a bot tle to grease a saw .  Jab [ did j ab]  evah s ee dat? 

(No . They use a piece o f  cork to do that , 
you say? } 

CORPSE WATER Yo ' s ee peop le dat saw wood , don ' t cha? Den 
TO DRIP IN LEFT ARMPIT OF CORPSE dey have oil dey 'put on de s aw .  

(Yes . }  
Dey have a stoppah in de bo t tl e  don ' dey? Have 

it cut aroun ' dere so dat de kerosene come out dere lak dat . Jab evah seen dat?  
(No , I have never seen that , but I unders tand . They cut little ridges in the 
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cork so that this kerosene will come out of the bottle . )  
[ Informant is talking about cord wood which years ago (before World War I )  in 

the cities and towns came already sawed for fireplace or wood s tove . Sometimes a 
person did his own sawing on a sawbuck . I did very little of this type of work 
as a b oy .  I f  the saw was rus ty , people I knew greased the saw with a fat piece 
of  bacon (American , not English or Canadian) , not with ke rosene in a bottle baving 
a drip cork . ] 

Yeah , theah yo ' are , cut r idges in dat cork de same way an '  set it up dere 
somewheres where it  will drip , where i t  will drip out . Put it underneat ' de dead 
man left arm an ' it drip . [When] al l dat watah drip out dat bottle dat pusson be 
gone . 

(That person who killed him will be gone - will die . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 
(518 , Doator Nelson , see p . 2 2 60) , 610 : 6+85 . ] 

7414 . I say dey done takes dat bone , a dead person ' s  bone , an ' den dey pow
dabs dat up , makes a dus t out o f  it . An '  den dey gits de watah dat yo ' bathe 
' em in an ' dis graveyard dirt an ' dis cayenne [pepper ] , all be togethah , an '  
mixes dat up an ' dus t dat on ' em ,  dus t where he sit down at . 

CORPSE WATER - DEAD PERSON BONE POWDER 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER 

(The water they bathe in . Which water? 
The fellow who is doing i t ?  Or the one 
against whom he is doing it ? ) 
Yes , s ir , de one dat ' s  doin ' de work . 

Gits dat dead person ' s watah , bath watah , see what dey bathe him in , an ' mixes 
all dat toge ther an ' dus t it , yo ' know anywhere he sit down at , or anywhere he 
walk at , o r  yore room or yore bed , eithah one . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat will kill yo ' .  Sure it  will ruin yo ' . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 666) , 876 : 7 . ] 
7415 . Yo '  take de watah . Jes ' lak if  dey go t an idea what ah d id ovah yondah 

to a person , an ' dey wash de [ dead ] person . Take a half-a-p int of  [ this ] watah 
an' place it to de casket [ co f fin ] an ' nine days aftah , well , if ah did de damage, 

ah ' ll follow de person . 
( I f  you killed that person ? )  

CORP SE WATER I N  COFFIN Yes , if ah poisoned dat person , take de watah , 
nLLS MURDERER 9 DAYS LATER firs ' to de head . 

(What kind o f  water ? )  
D e  watah dat yo ' wash ' em in , git a hal f-a-pint of 

it . But j es '  only wash one han ' or dey feet . Git a half-a pint of i t  an ' place 
it in de casket an ' bury it along wit dere body .  Nine days aftah dat ah ' ll go 
wit de [dead ] body , too . 

(You ge t the water from washing j us t  one part o f  them? ) 
Jes ' wash one hand or feet or anythin ' - j es '  git de wat ah . [ Sumter , S .  Car. , 

(1384) ' 2461 : 3 . ] 
7416 . (Yes , what do they do out there? ) 
When yo'  gi t in de fo ' ks o f  de road , yo ' makes a cro s s . Yo ' make a cross dere 

in de fo ' k  of de road , an ' den yo ' turn backwards - make three steps backwards .  
(What will that do ? )  
Whadyado? [ =  What do you do? ] Make three s teps backwards? Yo ' goes dere 

along. See , dat ' s in ordah to cross up de o thah person dat supposed to follah 

CROSS MARK MADE IN FORKS OF ROAD 
3 STEPS BACKWARDS 

yo ' .  
(I  see . ) 
Yeah , dat ' s whut dat ' s  fo ' . Yo ' go out dere 
an' yo ' make a cross right down in de road 

an '  den yo ' back three steps backwards . Well , dat ' s prevents de person from 
fellahin ' yo ' ,  which way yo ' goin ' . Dat s tops ' em. 
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(I see , ) [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 7 ) , 1405 : 1 . ] 
7417 • Jes ' lak if a person git killed out dere . Well , dat person be yore 

frien ' or prob ' ly yore brothah or some of yore folks , but anyway he got killed 

CROSS MARK LIKE TICK-TACK-TOE DRAW ON SPOT OF MURDER 
DRIVE P IN DOWN INTO MIDDLE OF CENTER SQUARE 

BACK 9 STEPS - NO SPEAKING - IN 9 DAYS KILLER FOUND 

an ' nobody knows how it  
done it . All right , yo ' 
goes dere where he would 
lingah at , j es '  lak yo ' 
fin'  ' im daid . Dere could 

be a multi tude [ do it ] , could be dat , or  de othah one do it . Yo ' goes r ight dere 
where dey fin ' ' im at , an ' make two cros s marks [demonstrate s ] : one lak dat , one 
lak dat , an ' one lak dat , an ' den cross ' em , an ' right in de centah of dat middle 
one , yo ' take yo ' a pin - j es '  a ord ' nary pin . Yo ' know, j es '  a s traight pin an ' 
j es '  drive it  right down in de middle of  dat mark , right dere , press it right 
down in it lak dat . An' whensomevah yo ' press dat pin down in dere , see , yo ' 
b acks out from dat mark an ' don ' t chew say a word to nobody . Don ' care who come 
' long dere an ' say sompin to yo ' ,  don ' t chew say nary [not even] a good [morning ] .  
Back nine s teps from dere , an ' in les s t ime den nine days dey goin ' come an ' give 
up , whosomevah i ' tis [ it is ] . Even [ if ]  it be his own brothah . 

[ The pin is driven down in center of  s quare o f  the tick-tack-toe des ign . ] 
(This cross i s  made like this [ I  demons trate ] , something like that . There are 

two lines like that and two l ines crossing it ? )  
[ I  drew a tick-tack-toe a s  follows : ** · l 
Dat ' s  righ t ,  No , dere ' s  one dere an ' one dere - dere , j es '  lak dat . Den yo ' 

make two crosses dere j es ' lak dat , in dat one right dere . An '  right in de cen
tah of dat one , yo ' put dis . 

(The cross  you make is like playing tick-tack-toe? ) 
[Here is the special double-double cross t;, ] 
Dat ' s  right . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1450 ) , 2633 : 4 . ] 
7418 . (You lay this dead man on his face? ) 
On ' i s face . An '  de  person whut done it dey can ' t  s tay away , if  yo ' lay ' im 

on ' is face . But if  yo ' don ' t  lay ' im  on ' is face , yo ' will nevah git de p er

ANOTHER DOUBLE-CROSS MADE BY 
2 FORKS CROS SED IN CROSSED HANDS 

OF CORPSE TURNED OVER ON FACE 

son what done it . 
If  yo ' lays ' im on de face an ' put a fork in 
dere han ' - any kin ' a  [ fork ] yes , but not de 
fork da t yo ' done eat wit churesel ' .  Yo ' puts 
it ' cross  j es '  lak dis [ demonstrates ] in each 

one of de han ' s ,  an ' lay ' im ,  de whole body , ri ght down on de face .  
(Do you use one fork or two ? )  
Two . Cross  i t  in bo th han ' s . An '  i f  i t  won ' t lay in de hands , j es '  tie it 

aroun ' dere han ' s , cuz see , dey dead , an '  lay dem on dey face . Dey [murderer ] 
cain ' t git away from yo ' to save dey life . 

[ Cross the hands o f  the corpse , each hand holding a fork , so that the forks 
also cross .  This creates the doub le-cross , ]  [Mobile , Ala . , (651) , 851 : 3 . ] 

2 S ILVER FORKS CROSSED 
OVER HEART OF CORPSE 

OR 3 EGGS IN BED 

7419 , Yo ' kin take some eggs an '  bur ' [bury ]  ' em in ' is 
[ corpse ' s ] han ' an ' [ or ]  put eggs in de baid , an ' dat ' ll 
evah who did [ the murder ] dey cain ' t go nowhah [now
where ] . All right , to fin ' out who de murder [ er ]  [ is ]  
yo ' put 2 silver forks ' cross  ' is heart [ forks cro ssed ]  

an ' bur ' ' im ,  an ' d e  murder [ er ] ' ll come t o  yore home . 
(What bed do you put these eggs in? ) 
In ' is b aid � Jis ' lak yo ' killed me , dey put ' em in mah baid . 
(How many? ) 
Three eggs . 
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[ A  chi cken egg , a symbol of life and power , is frequently used in death and 
burial - s ee later margitn title EGG with many submargin titles . ]  [Memphis ,  

2 FORKS CROS SED - NAME OF VICTIM CRO S SED 
9 TIMES OVER MURDERER' S NAME IN LEMON 
NAMES AND FORKS ON BREAST OF CORPSE 

Tenn . , (766) , 1560 : 15 . ] 
7420 . [ Someone ] done kill somebody 
an '  yo ' wanta draw ' im  back. Well , 
here ' s  j es '  whut yo ' do . ' Fore dem 

yo ' takes yo ' a lemon an ' a fork . 
see , an ' yo ' bury ' um  wit it . 

people dies an ' ' fore dey bury ' um, 
Yo ' take it an ' yo '  lay i t  on dere breas ' , 

(How are that fork and lemon put on there ? )  
See , j es '  puts de lemon . 
(Wait a minute ! Show me . )  
See , j es '  put de lemon - put de lemon on ' is b reas ' .  Den yo ' take de fork 

two forks an '  yo ' lay ' em cross ' is breas ' j es ' lak dat . 
(Across the lemon or near the lemon? ) 
Near de lemon . Jus ' put de lemon , yo ' see , right to de heart , right on ' is 

body , on ' is breas ' , an ' yo ' take two forks an ' lay ' em right ' cross dere , see . 
An ' yo ' take his name , who an '  evah it is , yo ' take his name an ' write it down 
f ive t imes , an ' de one what dead , yo ' undahstan ' , take his name an ' yo ' put ' em  
under dat fork , or put i t  in dat lemon , yo ' see , r ight in dat lemon . Den when 
dat lemon rot an ' all of i t  s tart a ' rottin ' wit him , yo ' can ' t go nowhere . Yo ' 
might j us t  wander ' round - wander round - an ' yo ' f ind yoursel f  right back dere 
wheresomever yo ' done killed dat person - they come right back dere an ' get yo ' .  

(Whose name do you write down ? )  
His name - see , d e  dead person ' s name . His name . Yo ' j ust take it  an ' write 

it down nine times . See . 
(Which name do you write down firs t now? ) 

Put de dead man ' s name down first . Den take hissen an ' put it down [ demon-
s trates ] .  

( Cros s it like that . )  
Cross  it  like dat - but nine different t imes . 
(Put the murderer ' s  name on top of the dead man ' s ? )  
Yeah , yo ' see , put ' im to keep ' im from goin ' . Yo ' see , yo ' put his name 

firs t .  See , de man dat run away , put his name first . Den the dead man , yo ' put 
him on top . Next time yo ' put this man dat run away , yo ' put his name down dere , 
den de dead man ' s .  Den yo ' take it an ' yo ' open de lemon . Yo ' put it up in de 
lemon an '  put it right by de fo rks , an' cross  it l ike d is .  [ New Orleans , La . , 
(871) , 1412 : 2 . ] 

7421 . Cross 2 s traws on de murdered man ' s  stomach , an ' lay a pair of new 
scissors so dat its closed po ints point to his toes , an ' say , "Whut ' s  did in 

de dark shall come to de light . " This 
CROSSING OF 2 STRAWS - NEW SCISSORS wil l  bring the murderer back . [ For cross 

o f  straw, see a lso No . 7367 , p . 3259 . Why 
the closed scis sors instead o f  open ones , always a symbol of  the cross? Either 
my informant has made a mistake , which I doub t , or the closed scissors indicate 
one cro s s  o f  s traw was enough for the purpose . Already the c losed scissors sig
nify that the life thread o f  the murderer has been cut . ] [Memphis , Tenn. , (965) , 
1559 : 8 . ]  

7422 . An ' yo ' kin t ake parsley an '  do de same thing [ catch a murderer ] .  
(How do you do that? )  
Yo ' take de parsley , green parsley an ' yo ' - yo ' don ' t put de leaves par t in 

it , de roo t  part , an ' yo ' put one root in dis han ' , put jes '  lak dis [demon
strates ] lak dis is . Jes '  carry ' em disaway , an '  take de othah one disaway , an '  
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close de han ' . Put it  back dere dataway . An ' dey won ' t go away . 
(Just cross  their hands 
with parsley in it , 
across their breas t ,  and 

DOUBLE-CROSS MADE BY CROSS ING HANDS HOLDING PARSLEY the fellow can ' t go away . )  
Yes , can ' t go away . 
( I  see . ) 
[A piece o f  fresh pars ley 

roo t  is placed in each hand of the corpse and then the hands are crossed acro ss 
the breast making s eparate crosses with folded hands and roots - a type of dou
b Le-aross . The intention to bring back murderer is also there . ] [New Orleans , 
La. , (859) , 1367 : 8 . ] 

7423 . See , whenevah a puhson [ person ] do ' s  [ does ] a killin ' an ' dey wan ' dis 
othah one [ killer ] tuh die ; it ' s  accordin' to whut way he kill ' em dough [ though ] . 
Even s o ,  if yo ' poison ' em or even if yo ' shot ' im or anythin ' lak dat . I ' m  

goin ' tell yo ' firs ' de way yo ' poison ' im. If yo ' poison 
DEATH-CAUSING WEAPON a puhson an ' dey wan ' chew tuh die behin ' ' im  [ follow him 
BURIED WITH CORPSE in death ] it ' s  j es '  acco ' din ' to whut yo ' poison ' im in , 

yo ' s ee .  I f  yo ' poison ' im  in peas , beans or okree [ okra ]  
o r  anythin ' lak dat - see , eggs or anythin ' .  Whenevah yo ' git ready to dyin ' 
ah mean when dis puhson dead an ' bein ' buried , j es '  whut soevah yo ' wus poisoned 
�. dey throw one of  dem same thin ' s ,  or eithah a han ' ful o f  it , right into 
grave - greens , peas , anythin ' lak dat , see . An' den when de t ime - when dat 
stuff grows , yo ' undahs tan ' , sprout up - see dey won ' t plant on de top o f  yo ' 
grave , yo ' undahstan ' . Jes ' lak when it grow up [ in garden ] , sprang up lak any 
othah peas or  beans or somepin lak dat gen ' rally do , j es '  as soon as it  git ready 
to die away , yo ' b egin to take s ick , s ee .  An '  den whenevah yo ' take sick , when 
dat thin ' is dead sure enuff ,  den yo ' will lay down an '  die . [ Charles ton , g:-
Car . , ( ? ) , 639 : 1+85 . ]  

7424 .  [The preceding rite from Charleston - throwing into the murdered per� 
son ' s grave the vegetab le believed to have caused death by poison - I have pre
viously met and collected at Petersburg , Virginia .  Here is an unusual variant : 

If  yo ' kin git some b lack peas • • •  
DEATH-CAUSING WEAPON (Black peas ? )  
PEAS OR BEANS BURIED Black corn-peas [peas planted in a corn (= maize) f ield , 

to b e  identified later ] . Den go here some place tuh yo ' 
self an ' dig yo ' - yo ' don ' wan ' a  go tuh de old-t ime grave dey used tuh have . 
Dey used tuh have a coff in built wit cornahs lak dis , yo ' know [ demonstrates ] .  

(The [upper]  corners were sort of  aut off. )  
[ Beve Led or s lanted would have b een better . ] 
Dey have cornahs in de cof fin made dat way , lak a e lbow an ' come down narrah 

[ narrow] tuh de feet , yo ' see . [Exce L lent ! ]  Den dey used tuh dig a • • •  fo ' dat , 
didn ' t dig a square [ ob long ] flat grave lak dey do now. An '  dey make a fo ' k  · 
[ fork ]  down in dere , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  in de bot tom o f  dat [ grave ] enough tuh take 
dis box in. [ Box is the old word for co ffin because the co ffin was a box. ] Den 
dey put a p lank ovah dat an '  put dirt on de p lank . 

(They put what over that ? )  
Take a flat p iece of  j unk j is '  as long as dey dig d e  hole . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
Yo ' dig de hole an ' yo ' dig a fo ' k  in dat ,  yo ' know. 
(A something ? )  
[ I  failed to unders tand h is variety o f  fO 'k or fahk for fork ! ]  
Yo ' know , what ah call de fo ' ks in de grave wi t de hole in tuh fit de box. 
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(Oh , I see ! Sort o f  dig out the s ides so that box will fit it?) 
Yeah , de box comes down , yo ' see . Dey dig a square [oblong] bo1e • • •  
[ I  interrup t . ] 

3275  

(You dig  out  the corners so that the box corner s will go down in - that ' s the 
idea , isn ' t it ? )  

No , [ i f ]  yo ' had a piece of papah , ah ' d  show it tuh yo ' . 
[ I  probab ly tear a b lank page out o f  my NumbePs Book. ] 
(All right , wri te here . )  
Yo ' dig dis squar e [he draws a square ] .  Now , here ' s  de nex ' one . Plants dat 

down in de bottom of it .  
(Oh , down in the bottom o f  the grave ! I see . ) 
Den yo ' dig a li ' le one in dat , yo ' know , same as dat ' s  down in de bottom of 

de firs ' one . But yo ' don ' dig de firs ' on • • •  des e peas supposed tuh come u p  an '  
sprout . Den yo ' put de p eas ovah on de rough ends of  de bo ' d , yo ' see . 

(How many peas do you put in there? ) 
Put one in each hole.  An '  yo ' put  sompin ovah dat  - yo ' see , ovah dos e  peas -

piece of wood or anythin ' .  An ' den put d ir t  on all o f  it , yo ' see , but not dese , 
an '  den when dem peas sprout , de corn will be gone .  

(I  see . ) 
I t ' s  s ix o f  one • • •  
(Is  that all you have to do? )  
Dat ' s all , yes . BEFO 1 YO 1 TELL ANYBODY , FIRS 1 THING YO ' DO WHEN YO ' GIT UP 

IN DE MAWNIN ' , KNELL [KNEEL ] DOWN AT DE DO ' STEP AN '  TELL DE DO ' STEP , THREE TIMES , 
WHUT YO ' DO . I t ' s  a simple thing but it ' s  true . 

(HOW LONG AGO DID YOU SAY THAT HAPPENED? HOW LONG AGO SINCE YOU HEARD THAT ? )  
IT ' S  BEEN OVAH FIFTY YEARS . 
(Fifty years . )  
Yeah , when ah wuz young - [ I  am now] goin ' on 7 6  yeahs . 
[This interview occurred in 1937 . ] 
(Was that here in Virginia? ) 

No , no , DAT WUZ DOWN IN NORTH CAROLINA. 
[ I f  the purpose and details o f  the forego ing rite appear hazy , blame my s canty 

experience with hoodoo up to this t ime . The proper questions and explanatory 
no tes for the recording cylinder would improve with more time . As I restudy this 
rite , a few afterthoughts ari se : (1)  Is informant talking about b laak aorn-peas , 
as recorded , or does he say or intend to say b laak aowpeas ? Surely one o f  our 
several cowpea rites confront s us . The cowpea (Vigna sinensis)  I have already 
discussed somewhere in Hoodoo. Somet imes called black-eyed pea , black-eyed bean, 
etc . , it is  or was an extensive forage and green manure crop o f  the Southern 
States in the U . S . A .  The seeds are or were often used for food . ( 2 )  S ince the 
cowpea plant is more nearly related to the bean , we have here a historical con
nection wi th ancient death beliefs . (3)  Notice that our peas or beans are not 
planted in or thrown into an actual grave , but in a mock grave between two rows 
of growing corn , i . e . maize . Here we have a reason for calling them coPnpeas , if 
this lat ter word was mean t .  Our informant digs a small oblong hole , at t he  bot
tom of  which he makes 6 small square holes , one for each pea . At f irst I thought 
we had an example of Chinese-box planting , square hole within square hole sort of  
thing ; but  informant corrects me with 6 separate holes , each separately covered 
with a small pi ece of  wood - each o f  the lat ter a co ffin symb ol . Did this orig
inally bring back the murderer on the seventh day? At least we are told : When 
dem peas spPout� de aorn wi l l  be gone . Presumably only the ears of (sweet? ) corn 
are gone , which p ermits the peas or beans to climb up the denuded corns talks -
hence the aornpeas . (4)  The purpose o f  the rite is not given . Most  likely this 
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informat ion was supplied before recording began and I forgot to repeat this de
tail to the cylinder .  But certainly all becomes clear at the very end . WHY DOES 
INFORMANT "KNELL 11 DOWN AT DE DO ' STEP AN '  TELL DE DO '  STEP , THREE TIMES , WHUT YO ' 
DO? HE ACTUALLY KNEELS AT THE DOORSTEP OF THE MURDERED MAN TO TELL HIM HIS DEATH 
WILL SOON BE AVENGED ! That is the reason for the s ecrecy unti l · after the actual 
rite has been performed . Informant knew about this rite back in the 1880 ' s .  In 
s ome form it mus t b e  much o lder . ] [Petersburg , Va . , second trip , (445) , 419 : 9 . ] 

7425 . Jes ' lak somebody killed a person an ' he ' ll git away , an ' yo ' know , yo ' 
cain ' t  find ' im an ' yo ' don ' know who i t  is . Befo ' dat , befo ' yo ' bury dat 

corpse , yo ' put a aig in it , in de 
1 EGG PUT WITH CORPSE BEFORE RIGOR MORTIS body ; j es '  de aig down in [with ] 

de corpse befo ' i t ' s s tiff , an ' dat 
person is boun' tuh come back. He cain ' t stay away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 2 7 ) , 

2725 : 9 . ] 
BREAK 1 EGG IN MURDERED MAN ' S HAND 742 6 .  I f  a man kill a man , see , ketch a 

raw egg quick an ' bus t  it in de man , de 
dead man ' s han ' , dey ' ll ketch dat man in less time dan a hour if he gone . 

(How do they do - I mean how do they catch him by doing that? ) 
Jes ' git de egg an ' bust it  in ' is han ' . 
(In the dead man ' s  hand? )  

Yes , j es '  de e gg in de dead man ' s han ' , an ' dey ' ll ketch ' im . If dey don ' t 
ketch ' im  dere , dey ' ll ketch ' fore he kin git away . 

(Any kind o f  a fresh egg . ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (545) , 6 7 9 : 3+85. ] 
1 EGG IN LEFT HAND 742 7 .  De man what dey bury , whut got  killed , bury ' im  wi t 

a - wit a egg in his lef ' han ' , a egg , an '  dis fellah cain ' t 
s tay away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 98 ) , 1115 : 1 . ] · 

7428 . Well , yo ' know dat dead fellah , 
1 EGG IN LEFT HAND - SCISSORS UNDER HEAD yo ' kin put a aig in ' is han ' an' dis 

is fac ' s an ' a bran ' -new pair of s cis
sor s  undah ' is haid . When dat aig bus ts he' ll come back an ' give up . Ah know 
dat happen right heah in Memphis . 

(What hand i s  that egg in? ) 
In de left han ' . 
(Any kind o f  an egg? ) 
A hen aig , got ta be a fresh aig , see . 
(And a scissors under his head? ) 
Undah de dead woman ' s  haid , an ' de aig in de dead person ' s  han ' , see . An' dey 

buried wi t dat aig in dere han ' s .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (920) , 14 86 : 19 . ] 
742 9 .  (Why is an egg p laced in a dead 

1 EGG IN EITHER HAND OF MURDERED PERSON person ' s hand? ) 
They go ahead and take an egg and put 

it in the dead man ' s  hand - you see , he know who done it and that egg makes him 
come back . Turn him on his face . [ New Orleans , La . , (782) , 1084 : 3 . ] 

7430 . Put egg in hand , tie 
1 EGG IN EITHER HAND - BOTH HANDS TIED TOGETHER hands together , murderer can

no t escape . [Mobile , Ala . , 
(669  to  671) , 8 83 : 8 . ] 

1 EGG IN RIGHT HAND - CLOSED - OVER HEART 7431 . De man whut ' s  daid , yo ' 
take a fresh hen aig an ' put 

it in ' is right han ' , an ' close ' is han ' up wit dat fresh hen aig in i t , an ' 
place i t  across ' is heart , see wit ' is han ' close up , an ' when dat aig bustes s 
in ' is han ' di s man will come an ' give up . 

(Put i t  in his hand and then lay his hand right over his heart ? )  
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Dat ' s right . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) _, 1522 : 2 . ] 
7432 . I used to hear it said , that if you get a black hen ' s  e11 and put it 

in his hand that was killed , either hand , you can tell exactly wbo killed him. 

1 BLACK HEN EGG IN EITHER HAND OF CORPSE 
ALSO A BLEEDING-CORP SE RITE 

That will keep him from ruaning away . 
He will come right back to that house . 
If  that party touches him [corpse] it 
will bleed where he touches thea. 

[This o ld woman was a young girl (almost  grown) before Civi l War� near Woodvi lle� 
Mississippi . I int erviewed her in my study , 130 East End Ave . , N . Y . C . , in 1936 , 

March ? ] 
1 BLACK HEN EGG IN EITHER HAND - CLOSE 7433 .  If somebody kill yo ' ,  well yo ' 

[ someone ] takes a black hen aig an ' put 
it in yo re han ' an ' shet it 
(1594 ) , 2 99 7 : 13 . ] 

up . Dat brings ' em [murderer ] back . [Algiers ,  La . , 

74 34 . Jes ' lak if a man gits killed , some man gits killed , somebody gits 
killed an ' yo ' don ' t know who killed ' em .  Fin '  somebody dead an ' dey run off  

an ' don ' know who kill ' em .  Yo ' take a black 
1 BLACK HEN EGG IN LEFT HAND hen egg , but have to be  sure it ' s  a black hen . 

Yo ' take a b lack hen egg an ' yo ' bury de people 
wit de egg in ' is lef ' han ' , an ' in two week ' s t ime , j es '  wheresomevah dat 
p eople bury dat , well , whosomevah kill ' im will come dere an ' give hisself up . 
Ah ' ve seen dat did . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 83) , 1088 : 3 . ] 

7435 . Yo ' go to work an ' yo ' git choo a black hen ' s aig .  Yo ' take dat aig 
an '  yo ' b ring i t  back to de party whut dat he killed , if yo '  could git  to ' em 

[ the corpse ] .  Yo ' put dat aig into his right han ' , 
BLACK HEN EGG IN RIGHT HAND yo ' shet dat han ' up on it , an ' bury ' im wit dat 

aig in dere han ' . An '  he [ the killer ] boun ' to 
come back to ' im.  He ' ll come right back to dat same house where dey kil led dat 
pus son [person ] . [New Orleans , La . ,  (803) , 1121 : 12 . ] 

1 BLACK HEN EGG BOUND INTO RIGHT HAND 
7436 . If  he foun ' dat man 
dead man j es ' dere . Well , 
j es '  layin ' - Jesus Christ 

kill shall be killed . "  Yo ' git a fresh b lack hen ' s aig an ' put it 
in dat dead man ' s  han ' 
will come dere . 

an ' turn dat dead man ovah on ' is face , an ' 

(You put it in either hand ? )  
Put i t  in ' is right han ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1556) , 2830 : 5 . ] 

dead an ' dat 
if dat dead 
said , "He dat 
in , b ind it 
dat murderer 

7437 . I would git a fresh yard egg from a frizzly hen an '  I would take an '  
place i t  in dis man ' s  right han ' , de dead man ' s  right han ' , an ' I would bury ' im  

on ' is face . An ' aftah nine days he be in de 
1 FRIZZLY HEN EGG IN RIGHT HAND groun ' , de egg would bus t  an ' dis man would 

1 EGG IN LEFT ARMPIT 

come an ' give himself up .  [ New Orleans , La . , 
(853)  t 1346 : 1 .  l 
7438 . Bury murdered person wit egg undah left 
arm.  [ The usual rite is an egg buried in each 

armpit � [Vicksburg ,  Miss . , ( ? ) , 1007 : 11 . ] 
7439 . Lay an egg on the dead man ' s  breas t . When that egg 

1 EGG ON BREAST busts , the murderer will return . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 1 ) , 
9 86 : 4 . ] Bury dead man with a black hen ' s egg on his breast . 

[Vicksburg , Miss . , ( ? ) , 103 2 : 5 . ] [ For original not es , see attached pages in 
original manuscript . ] 

-

744 0 .  Yo ' j es '  go right an ' take a aig . 
(Any kind of  an egg 1 )  
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Jes ' any kinda aig but let dat aig be lay on Friday . Bury it to de no ' th cor
nah of  de house in a p iece of cloth an ' dat bring dat person back . 

(Bring who back? ) 
De person who killed de man . 

1 EGG LAID ON FRIDAY (Whose house do you bury that at? ) 
BURY NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE Well , yo ' bury it to yore house .  [Waycross , Ga . , 

(1122 ) , 1804 : 10 . ] 
744 1 .  Now , yo '  kin do dis . Dis ano thah thing . If 

a pusson poison somebody belongin '  to yo ' an ' yo ' feel dat dat pusson have been 
poisoned, dat pusson near [ to you ] is a corpse . Yo ' git choo a fresh hen aig -

1 EGG UNDER CORPSE IN GRAVE 
see what I mean - an ' yo ' put i t  undah dat pusson , 
in de corpse , undah dat pusson dat is in de corpse . 
Put it undah dere , don ' t break it dough [ though ] ;  

but chew go tta do dat in secret , s ee . An '  yo ' let dat aig stay in dere an ' bury 
' im wit dat egg in dere , in de corpse , an '  i f  dat pusson was kilt or poisoned, 
immediately aftah de egg break, de pusson who done de poisonin ' will die . 

[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 644 : 2 . ] 
1 EGG IN MOUTH 7442 . Jes ' lak i f  ah had a frien ' now an ' he should git killed 

an ' de man should es cape , j es '  put a aig in ' is mouth - any 
kinda aig yo ' kin git from de s to ' , de grocery s to ' . He ' ll come back.  

(Put an egg in whose mouth? )  
In de man who ' s  daid . 
(Jus t one egg , you men , in his mouth . Any kind o f  an egg ? )  
Any kind . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 210) , 2046 : 4 . ] 
744 3 .  Take a '  aig an ' bury dat man wi t  ' is face down an ' put dat aig right 

back on de corp se [ demons trates ] .  
(Right in the center of  the neck , right in the hollow 

1 EGG IN HOLLOW OF NECK of the neck . ) 
Right heah in dat centah , right dere in dat little low 

place . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (1543) , 2 6 94 : 5 . ] 
7444 . Well , when dey bury de man dat ' s dead , well , dey gen ' ly [ generally ] 

wri te de man ' s name dat is gone an ' put it undah ' is feet an ' up undah ' is haid , 

NAME ON 2 SLIPS OF PAPER 
ONE AT FOOT AND OTHER AT HEAD 

1 EGG IN RIGHT HAND 

an ' put a aig in ' is r ight han ' , an ' when dat aig 
bus t ,  an ' as long as dat paper wit dat name is 
dere , when dat name goin ' to ro t ,  de man will re
turn . He got to come back . 
(You mean when the name is going to rot? ) 

Ro t ten in dat papah , dat will caus e him to [ come back] . 
(You put one paper at his foot and one at his head . )  
De man ' s name dat did de killin ' . [ New Orleans , La . , (830) , 1233 : 1 . ] 
7445 . [My recording machine was 3 or 4 words late s tarting . ]  An ' runs away , 

yo ' take a dead person , yo ' bury ' em on dere face , lak dat . Yo ' take de man dat 
killed ' im an ' yo ' write his name three times . If it ' s  poss ible dat chew kin git 
dis [ dead ] person ' s han ' open ,  yo ' put one name in dis han ' [ demons trates ] .  

NAME 3 TIMES ON PAPER 
IN RIGHT HAND 

1 EGG FROM WHITE CHICKEN 
IN LEFT HAND 

(The right hand . )  
See , an ' yo ' take a egg from a hen , white hen , if  yo ' 
kin git it . 
(A white hen . )  
If yo ' kin git it , an ' put dat egg in dat hand [ demon
strates ] .  
( In the left  hand . )  [Explained later . ] 
If yo ' can ' t git it in de han ' , put i t  as neah de body 

as yo ' kin.  Be sure dat dis name is in dis han ' an ' dat party ' ll come back an ' 
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give up . 
(There ' s  one thing ab out that . What do you do with the other tvo names? )  
Jes ' write de three name s  in dere an ' put it in dis right band . An '  yo ' put 

de egg in de lef '  han ' . 
(You put the name three t imes on a piece o f  paper? ) 
Yes . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  put it in dis han ' [ demonstrates ] .  
( In the right hand . ) 
An '  den yo ' put de egg in dis han ' . 
(Put the egg in the left hand . All r ight . )  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 1454 : 6. ] 
7446 . Yo ' take yo ' a aig an ' yo ' wri te his name on i t . 
(Whose name ? )  
De fellah ' s name whut did 

nine days he will come back . 
de killin ' , nine times , an ' yo ' bury it . An '  in 

Dat ' s  if he ' s run away some place an '  dey cain ' t 

NAME 9 TIMES ON 1 EGG - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 

WRITE ON 1 EGG "MURDERER COME BACK" 
PUT IN DEAD PERSON ' S HAND 

ketch ' im , cain ' t git ' im .  
(Where do you bury that egg? ) 
Yo ' bury dat aig right undah yore 
s teps . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1547 ) , 
2 8 08 : 9 . ] 
7447 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dis about a 
person dat go t killed . Jes ' lak 
ah would kill somebody an ' nobody 

roun ' know who done it , but de way tub find out who done it , who really done it , 
is wit dis dead person . Yo ' put an aig in dey han ' an ' write on de aig . "Mur
derer come back . " An ' let it s tay 24 hours an ' dey ' ll ketch ' im .  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1530? ) ,  2 7 34 : 11 . ] 

7448 . (How long ago did it  happen? ) 
Long as they make [ I  interrupt ] . 
(This story that you are going to tell me , how long ago d id i t  take place? ) 
What about , de eggs ? 
(Yes . ) 
Of a man kil lin ' a man? 
(Yes , well , you said i t  was about three months ago ? ) 
Yeah , about three months ago I saw dat happen , j es ' whut I ' m speakin ' about 

now. 
(Well , tell me the whole s t o ry . )  
[ This murder occurred near the end o f  1937 . ] 
A man , he wus livin ' wit a woman an ' him an ' dis woman had s eparated . Dis vo

.an mixed up wi t ano thah man . An '  so , well , dis man what had been l ivin' wit de 
woman come by de hous e .  S o  dis [new] 

2 EGGS - ONE IN EACH HAND - BURY ON FACE man , he hadn ' t been roun ' dere long, 
no one knows nuthin of  ' im. So he 

told dis man , he say ,  "Listen , "  he said , " I ' m  livin ' here now , "  he say , " I  don ' t  
van ' choo to come nowhere roun ' where I ' m  livin ' at , I don ' t  wan ' choo a-comin ' 
wit dis woman. "  S o ,  he [ former man ] say , "All right . " So he leaves dere . So 
one day de man wus o f f  workin ' an ' he came by dere an ' somebody told ' tm  dat de 
aan had been by dis hous e again . So it wus dat Saturday night . So dat Saturday 
night he couldn ' t fin '  dis fellah . Dat Sundah j e s '  about twelve o ' clo ck ,  he 
finded dis fellah . He wus playin ' cards - him an ' anothah fellah wus playin ' a 
game dey call Coon Can. 

(Coon Can? )  
Coon Can , yes , dat ' s a game dey play wit ten cards - [ something ] was ' leven . 



' 3280 - Memo irs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

An ' when dis [ fo rmer ] fellah saw ' im - he had told people all up an' down Morris
town , dat anywhere he see dis fellah , he wus goin ' to  kill ' im . 

(That was here in New Orleans ? )  
No , dis was out in d e  country a t  a little town dey call Morristown . I was 

done raised dere . An ' so when dis fellah gits near ' im - some of ' is frien ' s had 
told ' im dat dis fellah had been lookin ' fer ' im wit a pistol to kill ' im .  Well , 
when he saw dis fellah , he wus settin ' down behind a barrel . An '  when dis fellah 
walked aroun ' de barrel , well , dis fellah saw ' im  an ' he j umps up an ' run . But 
he had de seven of di ' monds in ' is han ' . He shot ' im four times - four time� 
shot him twice through de heart , once in de leg an 1 in de s ide - killed ' im an ' 
lef 1 • Nobody knows nuthin of ' im ,  didn 1 t know where he had came from o r  nuthin 
of de kin ' . 

So , a o ld lady , she took two eggs an '  put ' em in ' is han ' s befo ' he go t stiff , 
put two eggs . Dey waked ' im  [ held a wake for the corpse ]  wit two eggs in 1 is 
han ' s .  Well ,  when dey comin' down to bury ' em dat nex ' day , dey bur ied ' em - she 
told ' em ,  she say , "Now listen , dis man gone . We knows nuthin ' about 1 im ,  don ' t  
know whut way he gone , or nuthin of de kin ' . "  

An '  so dey bur ied dis man on ' is face . An '  she say ,  "De day when dem eggs 
bus t , dis man will b e back . " Sure 1 nuff , dey did dat , de family agreed to do it . 
Well , in about eight or nine days , close as I could gues s , dem eggs mus t-a bus te� 
cuz de man comes an ' gives up ' imself . He walked into a b ig old , tavern-like , a 
whi te fellah has . Mr . Tim [ S omebody ] , he runs a big ole place of business , yo ' 
know, like dat , an ' he walks up in dere . �. S tinwall was de sheriff , yo ' know . 
Someone undah ' im [ deputy ] , so  he told ' im ,  he said , "Well , I come to give myself 
up . "  An '  he wus speakin ' to Stinwall ' s  brother at de time - dey call ' im Amos . 
He said , " Give yourself up ? "  He s aid , "Yeah . " Well , he didn ' t know ' im .  He 
said , "Who are yo ' . " An '  he said , " I ' m  d e  one dat killed de fellah in Morris
town . " He said , "Well , mah brothah ain ' t here , "  he said , "but wait a few min
utes . "  Like dat - which he didn ' t have no business  comin ' up in dat whi te de
partment , you see . So dey rings ' i s b ro thah up an ' de brothah came down dere an ' 
got ' im an ' carried ' im to Pepulo ? j ail . Dey as t ' im why had he come back . � 
said , he j es '  couldn ' t have no peace of ' im leavin ' from dere . He d idn ' t  think 
he ' d  done j es '  right , dat he had taken somepin dat he couldn ' t  give . 

(HOW DO THEY WAKE A PERSON UP THERE IN THAT P.t\RT OF THE COUNTRY? What do they 
do? )  

Well , j es '  like you die . Well , out in de country dere ain ' t  no place fo ' to 
embalm ' em , see . Dey j es ' have to keep yo 1 ovahnight , but here dey takes yo 1 an '  
j es ' like de undahtakah gits us - well , dey take yo ' an ' dey embalm yo ' . Well , 
dey don ' t have nuthin but s ingin ' an ' prayin ' ovab yo ' ,  yo ' know , like da t .  Jes ' 
like if any o f  yo ' is Bap tis t or Methodist  or Cath ' lic , or  anythin ' like dat . 
Well , if  dey ' s  Cath ' lic , well dey don ' t have no wake , dey ' ll j es '  be a-s ettin ' up 
dere wit yo ' .  Den de priest - befo ' yo ' die , de priest comes an ' gives yo ' a 
b les sing . 

(Well , how do they wake them out in the country? ) 
[ I  want a few more details about the country wake . ]  
Out in de country , well dey j es ' preach a funeral or t ell ' em yore life - yo ' 

know , j es '  de l i fe yo ' lived , if yo ' wus a Chris tian . 
(If  you had a good or bad life? ) 

Yeah , if yo ' fo llowed Christ ianity . 
[ I  do not forget the eggs ! ] 
(Well , when they buried this fellow , did they take the eggs out o f  his hand? ) 
Left ' em in ' is han ' - buried ' im wit de eggs in ' is han ' s .  [ New Orleans , 

La . , (829)  , 1226 : 1 .  1 
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7449 . I f  de man daid an ' dey wanta know who killed ' ia. Well. dey take dis 
daid man an ' put a aig in each one of ' is han ' s an ' yo ' bury 1 ia  on ' is  face . 
De person dat done dat will return an ' acknowledge dat dey did dat . Dat ' s  whut 
dey tell me . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 396 ) , 2512 : 5 . ] 

7450 . Put an egg in each hand o f  the murdered man , bury him face down . and 
that will bring murderer back . [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 82 8 : 3 . ] 

745 1 .  All yo ' do , go whah dey got , yo ' know in de country whah dey gpt fresh
laid aigs . An '  dat daid man , yo ' take ' im an ' bury ' im  wit one fresh aig in each 
ban ' . An ' in two or three weeks time , dat man whut did de killin ' ,  be gpn' a  come 
right back .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 87) , 1099 : 1 . ] 

7452 . Ah tell yo ' whut chew do , if  a man git killed an ' yo ' don ' know who 
did it , tryin ' tuh find out . Yo ' kin take two fresh hen aigs an ' put ' em  in 

2 EGGS - ONE IN EACH HAND - WRITE 
ON ONE EGG MURDERER GIVE UP 

ON THE OTHER EGG IN DE NAME OF GOD 

each han ' . Now lotsa t imes yo ' j es '  write 
de man ' s name yo '  think it is , or sompin lak 
dat , but de main point , yo '  j es '  write , 
"Murderer give up . "  Jes ' write on it , 
"Murderer , give up , "  an ' " In the Name of 

God . "  An ' put it in ' is han ' s .  
an '  bury ' im ,  if he ' s  not come . 
yo ' bury ' im .  

Keep ' im out de groun ' 3 6  hours , den g o  ' head 
But ah ' d  be willin ' tuh bet he ' ll be dere b efo ' 

(You don ' t bury him with those eggs in his hands? ) 
Yessuh , de aig in each han ' , let ' em s tay in dere , hen aig . Jes ' so it ' s  a 

fresh one . Now yo ' don ' want no cold s torage aig .  Yo ' wants a fresh hen aig . 
An '  if he hasn ' t  give up in de 36 hours , he will give up an ' it  ' twon ' t b e  long . 
(Memphis , Tenn . , (1529 ) , 2 733 : 3 . ] 

745 3 .  An '  den yo ' kin take a egg , or d e  same egg , same kin ' a  egg , i f  somebody 
kill someone , an ' aftah dey kill someone - well a fellah killed one of us color
ed an '  my grandfathah did dis . I know dis . An '  he take dem eggs an ' he put ' em  
in de person ' s han ' s  an ' cross de han ' s  j es '  lak dat ,  an ' dey caught ' im.  

(When they put those eggs in the hands , they 
had to cross the hands ? )  

2 EGGS IN HANDS CROSSED ON BREAST Yes sir , cross de han ' s j es '  dat way wi t eggs . 
(Cross the breast ? )  

2 EGGS - ONE IN EACH ARMPIT 

2 EGGS IN ARMPITS 
BREAK ON THIRD DAY 
JUST BEFORE BURIAL 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS IN ARMPITS 

Cross de breas t ,  an ' he couldn ' t  go away . Dey 
caught ' im. [ New Orleans , La . ,  (859) , 1367 : 7 .] 
7454 . .When you put him in this casket [ cof
fin] j is ' put two hen aigs - fresh hen aigs -
[ one ] under each arm [ in each armpit ] .  [Lit
tle Rock , Ark . , (903) , 147 5 : 5 . ] 
7455 . Put an egg under each arm o f  the IIUr
dered man and leave three days and break thea 
j us t  be fore burial . [Vicksburg , Miss • •  (?) , 
104 2 : 2 . ] 
7456 . De aigs from a b lack hen .  
(Get two eggs from a black hen. ) 
Yo ' bury ' em, one undah each pit of de dead 
man ' s arm , an ' when yo ' bury ' em  dat way , den 

dis fellah wandah back . [Memphis , Tenn . , (915) , 1483 : 8 . ] 
745 7 . Ah ' ve heard ' em  say if a person killed a person , befo ' yo ' bury ' em ,  i f  

yo' take a a i g  from a black [ hen ] an ' put it undah each arm befo ' yo ' bury de 
body , whosomevah it is kilt ' em will come ; if de aig busts befo ' yo ' bury ' em , 
dey ' ll have tuh come an ' give deyself up . Bo th o f  ' em yessuh , up undah de arm
pits . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1541) , 278 7 : 7 . ] 



3282 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

7458 . Yo ' take two b lack hen aigs . Yo ' take one an ' put it at his haid on 
de left sid e  in de co ffin or casket or whatevah it  is , an ' yo '  take one an ' put 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS - ONE IN LEFT HAND 
OTHER AT LEFT SIDE OF HIS HEAD 

it in his left hand . Dat ' s  whut ah ' ve 
heard , an ' say when dat aig burs ts , dey ' ll 
have tuh come back . Say ,  dey ' ll have tuh 
come back an '  surrender . [Memphis , Tenn. , 
(1544 ) , 2 8 05 : 4 . ]  
7459 . Yo ' take a black hen aig , j es '  lak 

anybody git killed , an '  yo ' put one in de man ' s  han ' when yo ' b ury ' im .  Den yo ' 
bury one at de haid o f  de grave an ' de person cain ' t go no place . Dey ' ll come 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS - ONE IN HIS HAND 
OTHER AT HEAD OF GRAVE 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS IN HIS HANDS 
EACH EGG FROM DIFFERENT HEN 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS - ONE IN EACH HAND 
MURDERER ' S NAME ALL OVER EGGS 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS - FRESH 
BURIED IN DEAD MAN ' S  HANDS 

back an ' admit whut dey did . 
(Which hand do you bury it in, either hand!) 
Let ' s  see , ah think it ' s  de left hand . 
Turn i t  down , yo ' know de sharp point down. 
(When you bury these eggs , at the head o f  
the grave , bury with the sharp point down . )  
A t  d e  haid o f  d e  grave , yes . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2816 : 3 . ] 
7460 . (Do you take these two black eggs 
from the same hen , t hen? ) 
No , sir . Yo ' have to get a egg from each 
hen . 
(From each black hen? ) 
Each b lack hen . 
(That you put in this man ' s hands? ) 
In his hands . 
(To bring back the fellow that ran away , 
that killed this man? ) 
To bring back the fellah dat killed ' im . 
[New Orleans , La . , (850) , 1315 : 1 . ] 
7 4 61 . Get two black hen eggs , write mur
derer ' s  name all over eggs , put one in each 
hand . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 897 : 6 . ] 
746 2 . Dey put two fresh eggs in de dead 
person ' s  hands an ' bury ' im wit dem two 
fresh eggs - b lack hen eggs - an ' he ' ll 
come right s traight back to where he done 

it den . [ New Orl eans , La . , (814 ) , 1146 : 13 . ] 
7463 . This is only a small p arab le I want to give as an idea . 
I f  a young girl would go out wit some boy [ i f ]  he would drown this girl . Af

ter this girl had been drowned , she would rise  in three day ' s time . All right . 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS - ONE IN EACH CROS SED HAND 
TIE UP DEAD PERSON WITH NEW ROPE KNOTTING IT 
AT NECK AND WAI ST AND LEGS - BURY ON FACE 

They go to some foreteller an ' 
she say , "Yes , that ' s  what you 
want . "  Well , the f inal facts -
i f the people want to s ee the 
facts - wants this boy to do the 

same thing that this gir l  did , 
rope , b efore b uryin '  dis gir l , 
each arm an ' tie each arm. 

(Tie her arms behind her ? )  
No , tie ' em down . 
(I  see , tie them down . ) 

commit suicide . Yo ' may go to work an ' take a 
an ' place aroun ' ' er neck . Tie  i t , bring through 

The next kno t goes  in around her wai s t , but a p iece of new rope . Then tie the 
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legs together . May look an ' git two b lack hen eggs , put in each hand an '  cross  
' em up in each hand . Bury the girl on ' er face . In nine days time or five days , 
this fellow will be floatin ' round the same place where this girl was picked up 
from. [Norfolk , Va . , (456 , Doator England , s ee pp . l386-1401) , 441 : 4 . ] 

7464 . Bury ' im on ' is face wit a aig in each han ' an ' t ie him wit a piece of 
seagrass rope . Dat wuz done heah not so long ago right in dis town, ovah de ri-

vah at leas t . 
2 EGGS (What will that do then? ) 

ONE IN EACH HAND 
LEGS TIED WITH SEAGRAS S ROPE 

Dat ' ll make ' im come back an ' give himself up .  
(You t ie that on his hands or? )  
Tie de feets togethah wit dat piece o f  seagrass 

rope , an ' dey han ' s wit de two aigs . No t at dey face , but dere han ' s wit de two 
aigs , an ' dey ' ll sho ' come back . Any kinda chicken aigs , hen aigs , yo ' know. 

(You bury the man on his back? ) 
On ' is face . [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 2954 : 6 . ] 
7465 . Yo ' kin take , yo ' see , lak if  a man would kill a person , go to a s tream 

an ' take three eggs , j es '  git yo ' three eggs an ' bur ' ' em in de watah in somepin 
dat de eggs ' ll stay down dere ' til dey rot . Take dem eggs an ' bur ' ' em until dey 

2 BLACK HEN EGGS 
LET THEM STAY IN HOU SE BEFORE THE WAKE 

DURING WAKE BURY THEM UNDER WATER 

git  soaked in watah . Take three eggs 
while dis pusson is b ein '  waked - lak 
at a wake . An '  bur ' ' em .  Bury dat per
son wit dem eggs in dere han ' s .  Put de 
eggs in dere han ' s .  An ' when dat pusson 

is buried , if dem eggs bu ' s t in dere han ' s ,  aftah dey are buried - when dem eggs 
bu ' s t , aftah dem eggs bu ' st , dat pusson dat kill dat puss on is comin ' back to dat 
same scene at where he committed de crime . 

(What did you bury those eggs in the water for? ) 
Yo ' take dose eggs an ' bur ' dem in de watah , i f  yo ' don ' t  bur ' dem , don ' t  git 

a chance to bur '  dem in de pus son ' s han ' s when he ' s  bein' bur-ried , yo ' kin take 
do se eggs an ' wrap ' em in somepin an ' bur ' ' em in de watah . Yo ' undahs tan ' ?  

(Oh ! I s ee . ) 
An ' bur ' dem in de watah . But be sure dat de eggs dat yo ' use come out of de 

house where ' s  de puss on who is waked . Dat ' s  been - dat ' s  in dat house dat night , 
dat pusson who is waked in dat house . An ' bury ' em undah watah , bury ' em in 
s omepin so dey can ' t come up on de top of de watah . An '  when dem eggs bu ' st 
undah dat watah , dat pus son ' ll come back j es '  de same if dose eggs were buried 
in de han ' s of dat pusson.  

(How many egg s  did you say you used? ) 
Take yo ' three if  yo ' bury ' em in de watah . If  yo ' bury de pusson [use two 

eggs ] , put a egg in each han ' - in each han ' of de pusson .  
(Well , why do you take three if  you bury them i n  the water? ) 
Becuz yo ' got no body - yo ' buryin ' two eggs wit de b ody . But when yo ' bury 

de three eggs , one egg represents de body , an ' de othah two eggs represent de 
han ' s  of  de pusson dat dey in . 

(Oh ! I see . ) 
Yo ' undahstan '  now? How it is?  
(Yeah , I undahs tan ' . )  
Yo ' go t no body in de watah . 
(Any particular kind o f  eggs ? )  
Hen eggs . 
(From any kind of  a chicken? ) 
Take a b lack chicken . Eggs from a b lack chicken . Git yo ' three eggs from a 

b lack chicken . [New Orleans , La . , (828) , 1216 : 2 . ] 
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7466 . If  a man killed somebody an ' run away , yo ' will take de daid one an ' 
lay ' im on ' is face . An '  yo ' gi t three fresh aigs an ' put one in each han ' . Put 

3 EGGS - ONE IN EACH HAND - TURN CORPSE 
PUT THE THIRD EGG UNDER HIS CHIN 

one in each one of ' is han ' s an ' lay 
one undah heah , right up undah his chin 
heah . Lay ' im on ' is face , de daid 
one . Dat ' s  if yo ' cain ' t identify de 

fellah , yo ' lay de dead one on ' is face an ' put one dem fresh aigs in each han ' 
an '  lay de one right undah his neck heah undah his face . If  dat man , i f  he won ' 
come back dere , he be put where he kin b e  seen . [New Orleans , La . , (1571) , 
2885 : 6 . ] 

746 7 .  Yo ' take three black hen eggs an ' yo ' shore [ sure ] d ey black hen eggs , 
an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' put - yo ' half boil it [ them] an ' yo ' put [demons trates ] one 
undah dis heah an ' one dere an ' one ' tween ' is legs . 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS HALF BOILED 
TWO IN ARMPITS - ONE NEXT TO PRIVATES 

OR MURDERER' S NAME ON PAPER WITH LAST EGG 

[One • • •  heah an '  one dere are quite 
all right while I wat ch informant ' s 
actions of  pointing under each arm , 
but next week or next year I may not 
understand the words . That is the 

reason why I mus t always describe actions when pos sible , as follows : ]  
(Wait a minute !  You put one in his left armpit , and one in his righ t  armpit , 

and one there , next to his privates . )  
In dere , yes . An '  den yo ' put on ' is clothes an '  bur ' ' im , an ' whoevah killed 

' im ,  dey got to come to dat spot  an ' dey be picked up . 
( I  see , they ' ll be picked up . )  
Dat ' s  for sure . 
(I  see . ) 
Well , yo ' have to half boil dose b lack hen eggs - j es '  halfways - to con trol 

dat dey won ' t be so eas ily rotted . Dey - yo ' wants ' em good enough to s tan ' 
awhile . Use half-boiled eggs . 

(I  see . ) 
Cuz if dey are raw in handlin ' de dead dey bu ' st . A half day dey are bu ' s ted . 
(I  see . Don ' t  use raw ones because they might bu ' st in handling the dead . 

That ' s  the reason they b oil them , so that they will be harder? ) 
Yes , ·  a little bit . An '  de party will natchly [naturally ] come back where he 

kil led dat man an ' want to be [ taken] . 
[ Informant now adds a variant of  what can be 
Put d e  party ' s name on a piece of  papah - de 

name on de papah an ' put it ' tween ' is legs wit 
got to come to dat spot . 

( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (825 ) , 12 00 : 1 . ] 

done with the third e gg . ] 
one who ki lled ' im ,  write ' is 
a egg ' tween ' is legs . He has 

7468 . We ll , if a man kill a man an ' yo ' know where he ' s  at an ' yo ' want ' im 
to die , at de same moment durin ' de right time , yo ' takes three eggs . 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS BURST AGAINST MURDERER' S  HOUSE 
CALLING HIS NAME AND CURSING HIM 

(What kind of egg s ? ) 
Black hen eggs . Yo ' go to ' is 
house an ' yo ' throw dat egg on 
' is house an ' call ' is name an ' 

cuss ' im de same time . Nex ' mawnin ' de undahtakah dere - de coffin man. 

4 EGGS - 2 EGGS IN EACH HAND 
HANDKERCHIEF CATER-CORNERED OVER FACE 

[ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , ( 5 19) , 616 : 2+85 . ]  
7469 . Lak he b e  dere . Well yo ' kin put 
two aigs in each ' is han ' , bury ' im  wit 
two aigs in each han ' . An ' yo ' kin put 

a bran ' -new pocket han ' chuf ovah ' i s face , an ' whoevah dat kill ' im ,  dat will 
draw dat person back . 
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(How do you put that handkerchief over his face? )  
Jis ' put i t  catah- cornah [here diamond-shaped t o  face]  ovah dey face lak dat 

[ demonstrates ] .  
(One point to the head [ fo rehead ] ,  one to the throat , and one toward each 

shoulder . You mean put two eggs in each hand . Use four eggs . Any kind of eggs? ) 

5 EGGS - 2 IN EACH HAND - 1 UNDER HEAD 

Yes , any fresh hen aigs . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 943) , 1524 : 14 . ] 
7470 . Put two eggs under each ara and 
one under the head of  the murdered .. n ,  
and after these five eggs rot and bu ' st 

in the grave the murderer will return . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( ? ) , 1039 : 4 . ]  
747 1 .  I f  a man happen tuh kill a man an ' he fall of  his face . If he fall on 

' is face , if  yo ' kin go dere tuh de spo t where he fall , an ' git some o f  dat dirt 

DIRT FROM UNDER FACE OR FALLEN VICTIM 
SPRINKLE AT MURDERER ' S  HOME 

WHERE HE OR MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY WALKS 

where his face wus lyin ' , an ' take dat 
dirt an ' carry it right tuh dis person 
house whut kill ' im,  an '  sprinkle it  
roun ' in de yard , or undah de s tep where 
some of ' is family prob ' ly walk ovah it , 

dat ' ll bring ' im back. [Brunswick , Ga . , (1188) , 2004 : 8 . ] 

FACE - TURN CORPSE ON - UNTIL DAY AFTER MURDER 
747 2 .  Turn the murdered man on 
his face an ' leave him on his 
face unt il the next day . [ If 

the man fell on his face , leave him face down until following day . In former 
days and until recently in isolated communities , the b ody was buried the day 
after death . ] [Little Rock , Ark . , { 8 8 7 ) , 146 2 : 11 . ] 

747 3 .  Jes ' lak if a man is dead , killed , an ' yo ' wanta keep ' im [murderer ] 
from runnin '  away , dere ain' t - yo ' ain ' t got but one thing to do . Jes ' like 

FACE - BURY MURDERED PERSON ON 
ah ' d  kill a man an ' dey wanted to ketch me an ' 
didn ' t want me to  g it away , he wouldn ' t  have but 
one thing to do . Bury de man on ' is face . Bury 

' im on ' is face an ' dere ain ' t no ways fer ' im to  git away . Might go off b ut he ' d  
have to come back . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 7 ) , 7 7 0 : 3+81 . ] 

7474 . Jes ' lak yo '  kill some of mah fren ' s .  Ah dunno [ don ' t know] who done 
it , but ah got-a idea dat sech-an ' -sech-a-one done i t . Ah ' ll take de dead per
son an ' turn ' im on ' is face an '  de man who done it [I interrup t ] . 

FACE - TURN MURDERED PERSON ON - IN COFFIN - BURY 
(Where are you going to  turn 
him on his face? Where? )  
Turn ' im on ' is face in de 

coffin .  Co ' se yo ' don ' t want it  tuh be  public . Yo ' kin git de undahtakah to 
turn dis person on ' is face when he go tuh bury ' im.  Covah ' im on up ,  an' aftah 
dat de fellah who done it  will go tuh Zingahin ' .  He ' ll go to Zingahin ' an '  he ' ll 
nevah stop till he die an ' follah shortly aftah.  

An ' if dere fo ' or five in  de  crowd dat kill . dis man - fo ' or five in  de crowd 
dat kill ' im - all who in dat crowd will certainly follah [ because they did not 
help victim or report the crime , etc . ] .  [ Sumt er , s .  Car . , (1371) , 2429 : 9 . ] 

747 5 .  I f  he kill dis man an '  put ' is han ' on ' im [ abuses body after the kill
ing ] an ' go away , why when dey bury dis man an ' turn ' im on ' is face , den dis per
son have to come [back ]  an ' dey git ' im. 

(What do you mean that if he put his hand on him? ) 
Lak if he killed dis man an ' knock or move him aroun ' aftah he kill ' em  an ' 

' is han' went on ' im,  why den when dey bury dis person dey turn 'im on ' is face 
an' dis person will have tuh come back. [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1363) , 2405 : 1 . ] 

74 7 6 .  Lay d e  man on ' is face , put ' im in ' is casket [ coffin] an' bury ' im on 
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' is face , an ' dey says dat de man dat killed ' im will come back an ' confess .  
[Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1464 ) , 2651 : 1 . ] 

747 7 .  Bury corpse on face an ' murdahah cannot run away . [ Charles ton , s .  Car. , 
( ? ) , 645 : 4 . ] 

747 8 .  Bury dat [murdered ] man on ' is face an ' he ' ll [murderer will ] come bac� 
[Li ttle Rock , Ark . , (890) , 1463 : 18 . ] 

7479 .  Bury corp se on face while warm ; murderer will return . [Norfolk , Va . , 
( ? ) . 4 56 : 2 . ] 

7480 . Bury murdered man on face to bring murderer back . [Vicksburg , Miss . , 
( ? ) , 1034 : 1 . ] 

. 

7481 . Bury murdered man on face to bring murderer back . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) ,  
891 : 4 . ] 

748 2 .  If the murdered persons falls on his face and is buried on his face the 
murderer will return . [Mobile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 952 : 8 . ] 

FIG TREE 
7483 . Yo ' kin kill a person an ' go to a fig tree an ' git some of de 
leaves off  dat fig tree an ' put ' em in each one o f  yore �· No mat
tah whut chew done done , dey can ' t  ke tch yo ' den . [Waycross , Ga . , 

(109 3) , 1761 : 10 . ] 
7484 . Ah know two 

s ome place an ' yo ' is 
diff ' rent ways yo ' kin use a file . Perhaps yo ' is out 
run intuh somepin. Yo ' might be in de road yo ' might say , 

an ' yo ' might be afraid tuh s tay in de road or on de 
FILE - TELEGRAPH POLE highway , yo ' know , an ' yo ' might have tuh take to de 

woods . Well , yo ' wouldn ' t  wanta do dat , If yo ' had a 
bran ' -new file , yo ' could j es '  stick dat file in a telegram [ telegraph ] post an' 
dey couldn ' t call [ telegraph ] nowhere . An ' dat ' d  give yo ' a chance tuh gi t away 
until dey ' d come an ' fin ' dat file in dat post . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1452) , 
2790 : 10 . ] 

7485 , Jes ' lak if  a person ' s  goin ' -
Now , yo ' could take yore square yo ' know 

FOOT TRACK OF MURDERER CUT OUT OF PAPER 
NAILED UNDER HORSESHOE OVER GATE 

j es '  say yo ' d  walk ovah dis flo ' heah . 
an ' yo ' could take de measure of dat . 

Take de measure of  dat shoe [ foo t 
track] . Take de measure o f  dat shoe 
an ' yo ' cut dat , cut dat j es '  lak dis 
heah , yo ' undahstan ' ,  j es '  de shape of 

dat shoe . See [ demons trates ] ,  heah yo ' go . See , yo ' take dat shoe [ track] . Yo ' 
take dat sho e  an ' yo ' measure dat . Yo ' take dat up an ' yo ' watch it , yo ' watch 
de shape of dat shoe . An' yo ' ll take , say a horseshoe an ' yo ' ll nail dat right 
up ovah as yo ' come - forty inches ab out dat gate dere - nail dat up dere . An ' 
if dey done did anythin ' dishones ' ,  dey ' ll come back j es '  lak a dead man ,  de per
son who made dat track , dey ' l l  come back to dat place . 

( I f  they killed anybody? ) 
I f  dey killed anybody dey ' ll come right back to dat p lace . 
(Do you put up this shoe track you make [ from measurement ]  under the horse

shoe? ) 
Yes , put dat undah de hors eshoe . Nail dat horseshoe . [New Orleans , La . , 

(1571) , 2885 : 4 . ] 
7486 . Ah ' ve heard o f  dem takin ' de man ' s tracks , de one dat done de killin ' , 

taken ' is tracks an ' puttin ' dat dirt into de casket , j es ' sew it  up in a bag , 
an ' put it  right into de casket , an ' dey claim dat man , 

MURDERER' S  FOOT TRACK i f  he leaves , he will come back . 
IN VICTIM' S COFFIN (The man that did the kill ing , he will come back if his 

foo t  tracks are buried in the casket . )  
In de casket wit de dead man dat he killed . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (988) , 1595 : 3 .] 

7487 .  (What do you do now when this  man is killed? ) 
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Get dis  niggah ' s  tracks what killed ' im an ' put ' em  right by dis .an ' s  grave , 
an '  turn dis man ovah face on dat track . He can ' t go . 

MURDERER' S  FOOT TRACK IN GRAVE 
VICTIM BURIED FACE DOWN OVER IT 

(He can ' t run away . )  
[The word nigger i s  used four or f�ve tt.es by 
b lack persons in HOODOO . ]  [ Jacksonville, Fla . , 
(592) , 7 64 : 3+85 . ]  
7488 . Dere ' s  a way dat dey could bury ' t.. Ah 
know dat a personal fact . A frien ' of mine got 

killed an ' dey turned ' im on ' is face - dey buried ' im  on ' is face . An ' it ' s  a 
known fact dat if  s omeb ody killed anybody , an ' if yo ' bury ' em on dey face an' yo' 
turn dey haid eas tward an ' face it wes twards , dey can ' t go nowhere - dey gotta 

come back . 
GRAVE OF MURDERED PERSON - ORIENTATION 

(1)  HEAD EAST - FEET WEST 
(The fellow that killed him will come 
back? ) 
Yessiree . It ain ' t  no if about dat 

busines s .  Dat Big Boy Brown killed a frien ' of mine . Big Boy wus a friend o f  
mine an ' als o dis o le man dat h e  killed . Ah know becuz ah got in some trouble 
right chere mahself at de time an ' ah had tuh go to j ail . Me an ' ' im wus in j ail 
at de s ame time . Had ' im in dere firs ' an ' ah got in a little trouble aftah . 

(This o ther fellow that killed the old man? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycrosg,  Ga . , (1153) , 1891 : 5 . ] 
7489 . It  depends upon how he fall . If he fall wit ' is face to de groun ' ,  

yo ' can ' t help but come back . But in ordah to bring ' im  back ,  yo ' take dis man 
an '  keep ' is body laid eas t - head east an ' feets west .  An '  yo ' reads de Ten 
Commandments wi t dat , an ' wit ' in de nex ' nine days he ' ll have to come b ack . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1025 ) , 1659 : 2 . ]  

7490 . Ah tell yo ' it make sure yo ' wouldn ' t  las t long . Oat ' s  de easiest 
method . Ah seed dat done right in mah home . 

( 2 )  NORTH TO SOUTH GRAVE 
CROSSWAYS OF DE WORL ' 

( In Orangeburg . ) 
In Orangeburg [ S .  Car . ] .  Ah knowed dey [ normally] 
dig dat grave lak dat - digs de grave up an ' down , 
eas t an ' west . Well dey turn it lak dat [ demon

s trates north and s outh , see Zater ] , see , an ' drives de footstep , de footpost  
[ footboard ] down so yo ' can ' t see dat atall , an ' leave de head [ headboard ] s tand
in ' .  

[ I  now explain preceding demons trations . ]  
(You make this grave north and south and you drive the footboard all the way 

down . ) 
All de way down an ' de head [board ] you leave high . Den yo ' go back home , 

now , an ' yo ' done find out dis fellah git killed , an ' yo ' goes an ' yo ' turns -
j es '  lak yo ' dies on dis bed [ in interviewing room ] . Oat ' s  dere three days . Yo ' 
lay ovah a couple o f  days . Yo ' take dese clothes whut he gits killed in an '  b!!J 
de clothes . Bury de same clothes . Be sure dat yo 1 bury ' em at , right by 1 is do 
though . 

(By who se door ? )  
By de fellah who do de killin ' . Well , he cain ' t git away dere cuz he have to 

walk b oth ways . An' de fir s ' time dat he walks ovah it , or de firs ' day dat he 
be ' s  neah around it , he ' ll git right up an ' sat ' "Ah don ' t feel good,11 an 1 he 
start tuh throw up . He s tart tub throw up in is sleep , yo 1 know, "Sech-an�sech
a-one b othahin ' me . Oh , ah gotta go pay dis man . Ah gits sick. " Dat vus fer 
de - dat wus fer de murderer� death sure . Ah see dat happen . Ah s tandin ' in de 
room right nex ' to - lak dat room dere , an ' he ' s talkin ' to me. He ' s  dead but 
he - he gotta go to pay a deb t .  Now , dat ketch ' im ,  he ain ' t gonna live long cuz 
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yo ' don e crossed ' im ' cross de world , see [with the north-south grave ] . But he ' s 
goin ' follah ' im down . Dis man [his spirit ]  gonna worry ' im .  Soon as he see da� 
he goin ' - well he ain ' t soin ' live long . He ' ll die about a day or two aftah . 
[Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 37 : 1+85 . ]  

749 1 .  Bury ' im on ' is face arosswqys of de worZ ' - no ' th an ' south . Yo ' 
know , prack ' ly [prac tically ] dey buries ' em  eas t an ' west , but chew j es '  bury 
' im on ' is face , bury ' im  no ' th an ' south an ' he ' ll come back . 

(That fellow who kil led him will come back? ) 
Yes s ir , he ' ll come back . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1240) , 2110 : 9 . ] 
749 2 . Lak if  ah wus to kill a man an ' tried to git away , an ' yo ' want me 

caught . Why yo ' j es '  when yo ' bury dis man , don ' t p lace dis man east an ' wes t .  
Jes ' take him an ' bury ' im  on ' is face north an ' south , an ' if  ah go anywhere 
why ah turn an ' come back .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , {1042 ) , 1689 : 5 . ] 

749 3 .  Well , dey takes 1 im ,  de dead man who got killed an ' bury ' im  on ' is 
face . Den dey cut a lock of hair out de mole of ' is haid . Den dey bury dat near 

CIRCUMAMBULATE 3 TIMES GRAVE OE MURDERED MAN 
LOCK OF HIS HAIR BURIED AT SCENE OF CRIME 
KILLER CAUGHT WITHIN 3 MONTHS OR 3 YEARS 

as dey kin find neah where dis man 
killed dis man at , an ' dat man will 
be caught . An '  den de person who 
bury him, de kinfolks , will walk 
ovah aroun ' dis man three times 

an ' bury de thing , dis lock o f  hair , an ' 
three years . 

he will be caught in three months or 

(Af ter they find this dead man they bury him and they walk around him three 
times and then bury his hair out where he was killed? ) 

Yes . 
(Do they walk around the dead man as soon as he is killed or after he is 

buried or what? )  
Af ter he is buried . 
(Then they catch the fellow who has killed him . ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (1279? ) ,  

2175 : 7 . ] 
7494 . I know how to do dat if dey want ed tuh ketch dat man .  Said yo ' go to 

de cemetery where dey bear [bury ) dat man . Jes ' lak dey bear de person . Den yo ' 

HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD OF MURDERED MAN ' S  GRAVE EXCHANGED 
go dere an ' change 
dem s takes , change 
dat footbo ' d  an ' dat 

headb o ' d .  Jes ' lak yo ' take de footbo ' d an ' put it tuh de haid an ' take de head
bo ' d  an ' pu t it to de foo t .  An '  said dey would have tuh come back if dey gone . 

(You go to the grave of the man who was killed ? )  
Yes . 
(And do that to bring back his murderer? ) 
Yes , an' he have tuh come dere .  [Waycross ,  Ga . , (1148) , 1872 : 3 . ] 
749 5 .  Yo ' kin take an ' go to dat grave where dat man whut got kilt . Go to 

his grave an ' yo '  kin take de headbo ' d  an '  carry it to de foot . Take de foot
bo ' d  an ' carry it to de head , an ' say ,  "Whosomevah kilt dat person . " He ' s  shure 
tuh come back an ' admit dat he did de crime . [Waycross ,  Ga . , (11 35) , 1844 : 6 . ] · 

7496 . Mah gran ' mothah 
GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM VICTIM' S GRAVE 3 DAYS AFTER BURIAL says , she s ays , it ' s  a 
SCATTER ALONG ROAD - DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING T IED ABOUT WAIST devil ' s  shoestring . 

WITH LITTLE BAG OF SAND TIED ON EACH END OF THE ROOT She say yo ' tie dis 
FIRST PERSON COMING TO MIND IS VICTIM' S KILLER roun ' yore waist -

roun ' about , yo ' know 
r ight ' long heah [ demons trates ] ,  an ' yo '  gi t chew a little bag a sand an ' put on 

each end of dis devil ' s shoestring , an ' de man dat ' ll appear - yore mind will j es' 
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come to ' im [ your mind will show you a picture of the killer ] . De man dat � 
dis to yo ' , yo ' ll see ' im. An ' in othah words yo ' be  lookin' out fo ' dat. AD' 
de firs t man dat chure ' tention [ attention ]  s trike an' he gits in yore miud. well 
dat ' s de man dat really did de killin ' . 

Yo ' kin take , lak d is [dead ] man dere , yo ' kin git s ome of  de dirt offa his 
grave an ' j es '  scat tah it round , yo ' know , lak . 

(This dirt now , what about that ? ) 
Three days aftah de man is buried yo ' kin take dis dirt an ' scat tah it aloQa 

dis road , an ' if dis man evah comes along dis road ag ' in , he ' ll show ' imself up .  
In othah words , if he evah cross where yo ' scat tah dis  dirt , in o thah words , de 
spirit is no t normal t ill three days aftah ,  den yo ' git it o ffa dere an ' s ca ttah 
it ' cros s  de road . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1080) , 1748 : 7 . ] 

749 7 . Go tuh de graveyard ag ' in an ' take a piece o f  s ilvah . Yo ' take a large 
piece o f  silvah when yo ' want chure work done . Yo ' go tuh a baby ' s grave - yo ' 

GRAVE OF BABY OR CHILD - S ILVER - FACE RIS ING SUN 
REPEAT 3 HIGHEST NAMES WITH PETITION 

know , a child ' s grave , an ' 
yo ' say - face de risin '  
sun - an ' yo ' say , "In de 
Name of de Fathah, an '  Name 

of de Son an '  Name of de Hol-y Ghost ,  de man dat killed mah husban ' , bro thah , sis
tah or  whoevah it wuz , ah want chew tuh bring ' im back befo ' de sun sets . "  An ' 
dey say gen ' ly [generally ] comes . Come back an ' connect aroun ' where he kin be 
caught . [Fayet t evill e ,  N. Car . , (1419a) , 2557 : 11 . ] 

7498 .  Dey says if yo ' kin git dis man track , yo ' kin bring ' im back .  I f yo ' 
can' t git ' is track , take anythin ' b elongin ' to dis man an ' anythin ' lak dat . 

DIRT FROM WICKED MAN ' S GRAVE AND 
PIECE OF MURDERER ' S CLOTHES 

BURIED AT S CENE OF CRIME 

(The man that did the killing? ) 
Yes s ir ,  an ' he gone . But , j es '  lak yo ' kin 
take de bow o ff ' i s hat . If yo ' kin git any 
hat or anythin ' dat belongs to de man , yo ' 
take dat an ' wheah dis crime is committed an ' 

wit graveyard dirt , y o '  bury 
(You bury it where? ) 

it dere . 

At de graveyard . [No ] , yo ' git de graveyard dirt an ' yo ' bury it  wheah dis 
crime is c ommitted , y o ' know wheah he did de killin ' , an ' he ' ll have to come 
back ; if no t ,  to dat house , he ' ll come back in dat neighborhood . 

(Out of  what graveyard do you get that dir t? ) 
Yo ' git it out from on top of a wicked grave , a person dat chew know died 

wicked . Yo ' go an ' git ' is dirt . [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 69) , 2148 : 6 . ] 

MURDERER' S CLOTHES BURIED IN GRAVEYARD 
7499 . I f  you git his [ the murderer ' s ]  
dirty clothes , you kin take his dirty 
clothes an ' yo ' kin carry ' em  to de 

cemetery a� ' yo ' bury dem c lo the s � [Little Rock , Ark . ,  (890 ' s ) , 1459 : 18 . ] 
7500 . An '  j es '  lak i f  a murdah ' [murderer ] have did somepin , why go tub de 

ceme tery tuh a fresh grave , de freshest grave dat chew kin fin ' . Go dere an '  git 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - 2 PENNIES - IN BOTTLE OF WATER 
SHAKE - BUBBLES SHOW MURDERER ' S MIND GITTIN ' BAD 

chew s ome graveyard dirt an '  
take two pennies an '  SOlie watah 
an ' put it into a bottle an '  
put that graveyard dirt in dere 

an ' shake it up an '  set it as ide until yo ' see bubbles come from it , until bubhles 
from dem pennies in dat watah .  When dem bubbles s tart , ' is min ' is gittin ' bad . 
He ' ll come right s traight b ack tuh where he killed dis fellah .  [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1537 ) , 1550 : 7 . ] 

7 501 . Jes ' take of dat dirt , yo ' know graveyard , an '  a frog. Yo ' lay ' im  on 
his b ack in dat dirt an ' yo ' put some weight on ' im  an '  cover ' im  an '  let ' im  
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s tay dere , so he cain ' t move no ways . Well , he ' s  stay dere - see ,  he ' ll smothah 
in dat . Well , he ' s  comin ' back an ' he ' ll find out . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT AND FROG SACRIFICE 

NAME - BIBLE AND KEY 

(Well , where are you going to put this frog? ) 
Undah de s teps . Yo ' put dat weight ovah ' im,  
lay ' im  on ' is back . 
(What do you do this for? For what purpo se? ) 
Tub make him come back , de murdere r .  [Mem-
phis , T enn . , (1533) , 2751 : 2 . ] 
7502 . But de way dis would b e  don e ,  yo ' d  
have to know de person name - yo ' have to 
know de person name • .  
(The man who killed this man . ) 
Lak yo ' knew ' is name an ' yo ' know he done 

it , dey ain ' t caught ' im yet . Well , now yo ' could take de Bible an ' a key an ' 
dere certain words yo ' could say den an ' dat pah tiklah [particular ] person when 
yo ' gi t to dat name , dat B ib le would turn an ' fall . [ For Bible and key rites , 
see 550f . , p . l67 f . , and elsewher e . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1186) , 2000 : 7 . ] 

7503 . Bury the murderer ' s  name [ i f  known ] with the corpse to bring back mur
derer . [Mobile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 889 : 6 . ] 

7504 . They tell me i f  anybody git murdered an ' 
it , or if  dey know an ' dey can ' t do anythin ' about 

de fam ' ly don ' t know who do 
it . Sometime dese people [who 

NAME OF MURDERER UNDER TONGUE OF VICTIM 
COUNTERACTS DRESSING GIVEN MURDERER BY HOODOO DOCTOR 

murder ] have deyself fixed 
lak dat an ' yo ' can ' t do 
anythin ' , s ee .  

o f  a person contemplating murder can go t o  a hoodoo 
he will never be caught or convic ted . A person can 
a doctor as a protection against being murdered . ]  

(This is my only example 
doctor to be dressed so that 
also have himself dressed by 

Dey say yo ' j es '  write de person ' s  name an ' put ' em undah de dead tongue an '  
den yo ' ( I  interrupt ] . 

(You write the person ' s  name and put it under the what ? )  
Put i t  in d e  mouth under de dead tongue . 
(Oh !  Under the tongue in the dead man ' s mouth . )  
An ' den yo ' go an ' eithah yo ' dress de box [ co ffin] fer de person [murderer ] ,  

or yo ' put somepin in de grave [dress de grave ] befo ' yo ' bury de dead , ah hear 
dem say . An '  dey say dat pers on won ' t be long befo ' dey follah de dead . 

(Well , when you put this name under his tongue , do you have to do anything 
else? ) 

No , s ir ,  ' cep t  to put de name undah de tongue . De p erson name , yo ' j es '  write 
' em on dere an ' put it undah . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 501) , 545 : 3+85 . ]  

7 505 . Well , it ' s j es '  lak dis now , i f  yo ' kill my brothah , or my s is ter , or 
any relation of me . All right . Well , dey ' ll take ' im  to de undahtakah an ' de 

NAME OF MURDERER 3 DAYS AFTER BURIAL 
CALLED AT HEAD OF GRAVE 

3 TIMES - 2 TIMES - 1 TIME 
KNEEL - ASK LORD TO GIVE MURDERER DIFFERENT DEATH 

undahtakah will ' balm dat 
body . Well af tah ' balmin ' 
dat body dey will take ' im ,  
an '  have a wake - j es '  lak 
dey call set  up ,  yo ' know , 
set up wit ' em yo ' undah

s tan' dat night , see . An ' de nex ' day dey bury ' em.  [ This burial the day fol
lowing death is almos t  the rule in these 4 volumes of HOODOO . ]  Well , dey set 
up wit ' em dat night an ' de nex ' day dey ' ll take ' em to de cemetery . Well , aftah 
takin ' ' em to de cemetery , yo ' let ' em lay dere three days see , an ' de third yo ' 
die an ' de third day yo ' rose . All right . Aftah dey rose - yo ' will rise on de 
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third day - an ' aftah dey rose , an ' I knows it ' s  de third day, well , I ' ll go to 
dat grave an '  I ' ll s tan ' at de haid an ' I ' ll call dat person who kill yo ' .  I 
will call ' im three times . See . Aftah I call ' em three times , I will call ' em  
twice , an ' [ after ] I call ' em twice , den I ' ll turn around an ' call ' em  once 
[magia of diminishing amount ] right at de head of de grave . An' [when] I call 
' em once , den I ' ll kneel down an ' I ask de Lord fo ' what I want to be done to 
' im.  An' j es '  de same [way ] he killed yo ' or me - if he killed me wit a knife , 
somebody will shoot ' im an' kill ' im ;  an ' if he shoo t me ,  somebody will cut ' t.  
to death . [Murderer will suffer a death different from the one he gave . ] See , 
but he ' ll have to die somehow . [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( 511) , 5 7 9 : 1+85 . ] 

7506 . Dere ' s  things yo ' kin do to  de dead man . If yo '  go to dis dead man ,  
dey claim to his grave , nine mawnin ' s  an ' call ' is name an ' as t ' im who killed 
' im,  dey claim dat he ' ll tell yo ' in de ninth mawnin ' .  

FOR 9 DAYS BEFORE SUNRI SE VIS IT MURDERED MAN ' S GRAVE 
CALL HIS NAME AND ASK WHO KILLED HIM 
HE 'LL TELL YO ' IN DE NINTH MAWNIN ' 

(What t ime do you go out 
there in the morning ? 
You go  out there in the 
morning , you say . ) 
Yes , go out to dis body 

j es '  ' fore day - j es '  s in ce it ' s  night . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1067) , 1727 : 4 . ] 
750 7 .  Shot to death . Well , now i f  yo ' i s  shot t o  death , yo ' j es '  take an ' 

go in de woods an ' dey git s omepin dey calls s crubby oak [ second-growth oak? ] 
switch .  Well yo ' git 

ASK CORPSE TO WHIP DIS PERSON ACROSS DE WHOLE WORLD one of dose switche s , 
CALL DEAD PERSON ' S  NAME AND MURDERER ' S  NAME an ' de very person 

PUT OAK SWITCH IN HIS HAND - HE ' LL FINISH DRAWING UP HAND whut ' s  dead in de 
. coffin , yo ' take an '  

put dat in ' is han ' .  Put dat switch in ' is han ' in de coffin , see , an ' tell ' tm , 
say , "Whip dis person acros s de whole worl 1 1 1 - j es '  who . his name wus , yo ' undah
s tan '  - "whip him until he git enough . " Jes ' call de dead person name an ' also 
dis othah man ' s name - see , what did de killin '  - an ' den yo ' close ' is hand on 
it . S ee [ demonstrates ] j es '  close his hand right up on it , an ' he ' ll finish 
drawin ' up [ ! ! ! ] .  See .  An ' den when yo ' bury ' im ,  in spirit dis same scrubby
oak switch an ' dis fellah in spirit will whip dis othah fellah until he die . He 
won ' t live very long . If he live s ix months he doin ' good . [ Charleston , S . Car . , 
( ? ) ,  639 : 2+85 . ] 

7508 . I hav� o ften times hear , that if you kill a man and it is not proven 
that you killed him, and you really did kill him , and you go in his presence , 

PICTURE OF MURDERER IN DEAD MAN ' S  EYES 
and his eyes b eing shut and he is dead , 
you take an eye prop and open this man ' s 
eyes with the eye prop . And the last 

man that was in his presence of  the dead man , his p icture will be in the eyes of 
the dead man . [This belief known everywhere , see Fayetteville , N. Car . , Bo . 94 ,  
p . 37 . ] [Hampton ,  Va . , or Old Point Comfort , ( 2 7 ) , by Ediphone . ] 

EYES OF MURDERED PERSON FOLLOW MURDERER 
7509 . I f  murdered person ' s eyes remain 
open ,  the eyes wil t fol �  'em [murder
er ] ; gazing in direction murderer went . 

[For the same belief from Wilson , N .  Car . , see No . 95 , p . 37 . ] [MObile , Ala . ,  ( ? ) , 
87 3 : 5 . ] 

PHOTOGRAPH OF MURDERER 7 510 . In de olden time , mah fathah tole me dat a man 
had go t in a lil ' argument wit a man an '  de man killed 

' im  an ' run away , lef ' town - left outa town altogethah . Well , de peop les den 
worried about ' im an ' wanted tuh git ' im back an ' wanted to make him put t some 
time [ spend time in j ail ] fo ' it or have him killed [by the law] . Dey went to 
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dis man [ doctor ] .  Dis man fixed up a lil ' sack about dat long , an ' said , "Yo ' 
tote dis in yo re pocket fo ' yoreself . "  [ This sack or hand was given to dead 
man ' s bro ther . ] An '  s ays , "Ah ' m  goin ' fix [ cunjure ] ' im.  Ah ' ll have him back 
in three days . "  

He [ doctor] taken de man ' s  pichure an ' ' is name an ' put i t  in dat pichure , an ' 
so  he went to de do ' s tep an ' put it down [buried it ] an ' said , "Dis man will come 
back in dis house fo ' dis p ichur e ,  come back to dis house . " An ' he [bro ther ] 
went on an ' did dis . He didn ' t think dere wuz anything to it . In three days de 
man come back an ' he axed ' im did he know anything about his brothah bein '  killed 
an ' did he commit it , an ' he ' s  de one killed ' im when he left . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , ( 1422) , 2564 : 3 . ] 

7511 .  If  dey kin git ' is pichure , j es '  lak if yo ' wuz s tayin ' heah an ' yo ' d  
kill somebody an ' ah wanted tub gi t chew back home . Ah wanted tuh find out who 
it  wus did it , ah ' d  take an ' come heah an '  git chure p ichure . An ' take some 
guicksilvah an ' some sulphur an ' some !.!ll, an ' put it all togethah . An '  den s ome 
A�an '-Eve [ root ] an '  put dat wi t it . An '  take it an ' sew i t  up an ' carry it 
tuh mah house , an ' put it undah mah do ' step , an ' in two day ' s t ime yo ' d  be back . 
An '  yo ' d  tell somebody dat chew de  one dat did it . I t  would keep worryin ' yo ' 
t ill yo ' did .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1428) , 2 5 7 7 : 11 . ] 

7512 . If a person kill a person , yo ' kin take an ' take dere pichur e .  [You 
do not photograph the murderer but try to find a pho tograph of  him . ] Jis ' have 
dere pichure an ' yo ' kin take dat pichure an ' - de one dat done dis killin ' yo ' 
undahstan '  - an ' yo ' kin take it roun ' in de cornah in de south end o f  de house 
on de block an ' yo ' kin bury dat on its face . Dat ' ll make him come back , too , 
outsid e  of  [ the s ame as ] dat aig . It ' s  bet tah den dat aig . [ Informant had pre
viously given an egg rite . ] 

· (You bury the picture to  the south side of  your house? ) 
Yessuh ,  b ecuz reason ah know , a boy kill mah bro thah an ' he sho ' [ sure ] come 

back an ' dey caugh t  ' im  right heah in Memphis . [Memphis , Tenn . , (952) , 1538 : 8 . ]  
7513 . Dey could bring ' im wit ' is pichure as ah fir ' [ firs t ]  said . 
Well now , dey take his pichure an ' turn it  bottomside upward to de wall on 

write his name wit b loo d .  
[ This rite i s  also used t o  bring back a lover - see No . 3839 , p . 2511 . ] 
(With blood? ) 
Yeah . 
(What kind o f  blood? )  
Well any kinda blood . Write  his name in dere an ' turn ' is p ichure up ag ' in 

[ agains t ]  de wall l ike dat , where nobody would ' sturb [ dis turb ] dat pichur e .  
L e t  dat p ichure s tay fer 9 days . Well , ef dat pichure ' s  dere , wheresomevah he 
is he ' s  worried . Well , he ' ll be worried unt il he comes back to de same p lace 
where he done de killin' at . 

(In using that blood , do you use a person ' s blood or the blood o f  an animal 
or what? ) 

Why yo ' kin use de blood of  a animal or anything , but chew have to have his 
initials . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 6 1 7 ) , 7 9 1 : 11 . ] 

7514 . Bury ' im  wit ' is head doWn an ' is feet up . 
(You mean upside down , s tanding on his head? ) 
Yes sir . Dat ' ll bring ' im back . 
[Here again , as in the preceding rites , it  is as sumed that the killer is known 

and that his photograph is available . Despite the indefiniteness of  informant ' s  
s tatement , a photograph , not the corpse , is  buried head down . ] [Little Rock , 
Ark . , (900) , 14 73 : 9 . ] 

7 515 . If yo ' find a person daid an ' yo ' wanta find out who killed ' im  - ah 
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j es ' tell yo ' whut dey s aid , ah don ' know. Dey say ' cordin' to how de man is 
layin ' , which way he ' s  facin ' . If he ' s  layin ' ovah on ' is s ide tumiD ' ovah on 

' is face , de fellah dat killed ' im  comin '  back .  
WAKE HELD FOR MURDERED PERSON An '  says i f  yo ' wan ' to , when dey give de -n a 

wake , yo ' go dere three nights han 'PUnnin '  [= hand 
running = consecutively ] at one ' clock at night an ' say a prayah an ' de one dat 
killed [him] , he ' ll come dere durin ' dat prayer . 

(You say if they found a man killed they j ust let him lie there and then his 
friends would go there every night for three nights and pray over the body , and 
the fellow that killed him would come back? ) 

Durin ' de third night . He would have to heah de p rayah . 
[My comment apparently says the dead body lies at the scene of the crime of 

three days , so that his friends could go thePe thPee consecutive nights and pray 
oVeP the body.  My mistake began with the word when - when dey give de man a w� 
When , of  course ,  here means afteP - after dey give de man a wake etc. On the 
three nights following the wake , friends at one o ' clock visit the scene of the 
crime and say a special prayer to bring back the killer . The body was buried the 
day after the wake , that is , the day after the murder . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1459 ) ,  
2649 : 7 . ] 

7516 . Dey take graveyard dirt an ' put it in dey shoe an ' dat will keep dem 
from interferin ' in de family , an ' it  will cause dere death . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM VICTIM ' S GRAVE 
SPRINKLED ON MURDERER ' S FLOOR AND IN HIS SHOES 

Say , if yo ' kill dat person 
yondah , well yo ' bury ' em .  An '  
ah ' ll go take some graveyard 
dirt an ' sprinkle it ovah yore 

flo ' an ' put some in yore 
' fore yo ' know it . 

shoes , an '  when yo ' go out an ' travel on , yo ' tell it 

(You ' ll find out on me that I killed that man . How would 
By dat graveyard dirt . Yo ' lay down an '  go tuh sleep an ' 

bad crime , an ' yo '  - why den yo ' go an ' tell it . Dey go an '  
a pan o f  watah [while you are asleep ] an ' yo ' tell evahthing 
N. Car . , (1474) , 2654 : 7 . ] 

10 . DEATH - BURIAL - GRAVEYARD 

you f ind it out ? )  
yo ' know yo '  did a 
stick yore fingah in 
about it . [Wilson , 

[This section contains merely a part of  the many beliefs and rites in HoodOo 
about death , burial and graveyard (see preceding sect ion MURDER and everywhere) ; 
therefore the subj ect matter here is not as complete as it could b e .  I have 
divided the section into three subsect ions , the first two concerned with grave
yard dirt : (1)  HOW TO OBTAIN GRAVEYARD DIRT , and ( 2 )  WHAT TO DO WITH GRAVEYARD 
DIRT ; and (3)  COFFINS REAL OR MOCK - PHOTOGRAPH AND COFFIN. - DOLL BABY - ANIMAL 
SUBSTITUTE - BONES FROM THE DEAD . This lat ter sub sect ion (3)  will be given in 
lettered subsubsections as we reach them . ] 

(1) . HOW TO OBTAIN GRAVEYARD DIRT 

[ Graveyard dirt or dus t ,  the mos t  deadly and feared hoodoo substance , is act
ivated by the spirit of a dead person - a dangerous power to handle . An amateur 
would be wise to leave graveyard dirt in the hands of an expert ,  but if he or she 
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desires a do-i t-yourself experience or want s to avo id professional expense ,  here 
are the rules and procedures to be observed , beginning with a few words about the 
spiri t i tself . ] 

(a) . THE SPIRIT IN GRAVEYARD DIRT 

[The Spiri t in GPaveyaFd Dirt is the same spir it we met at the beginning o f  
Hoodoo (vol . l ,  pp . l9-164) and elsewhere in the text . Beliefs and ri tes i n  this 
sub sub section rees tablish former atmosphere : ]  

7517 . 
dis room 

Yes sir , ah kin go to de graveyard an ' gi t some dirt an ' put it into 
[ in Wynn Hotel where I was int erviewing , see INTRO . v . l ,  p . XXX, l ine 9 ]  

DAT 'S DE EVIL SPIRIT COMIN ' BACK FER DAT DIRT 
an ' ah betcha [bet you ] can ' t 
s tay in heah at night . Dere b e ' s  
somepin all in de cornahs - j es '  

we ll , yo ' gotta git eveh [ every ] grain of 
and ] back aways from ' em [ spirit ] .  Dat ' s  
see . Dat will run yo ' outa de house . 

dat [ dirt ] , yo ' can ' t [ become scared 
to make , t o  run a person outa de house , 

[This opening paragraph contains one of  the great laws o f  the spirit : the 
complete spiri t is in every grain of that graveyard d irt - see margin title , 
PART OF SP IRIT EQUALS WHOLE OF SPIRI T ,  p . 21 . ] 

Dey take dat s tuf f - ah kin take some an ' carry it to a person ' s  house what 
ah want s [ to move into ] an ' j es '  walk in dere wit it in mah pocket , an ' throw it 
al l aroun ' in de cornahs wi t ' out people not knowin ' it .  In a few days dey ' ll 
say dere house is ha ' nted , dey ' ll move . Well , dat ' s  de evil spirit comin ' back 
fer dat d irt , to take it back to dat cemetery . 

To git some of  dat dirt , what chew gotta do , yo ' go tta put one cent down dere 
' fo '  [before ] yo ' kin bring it away ; else yo ' can ' t bring it away , so much racket 
be aroun ' dere [ the grave ] dat yo ' can ' t bring it away . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , 
( 6 13) , 7 9 0 : 4 . ] 

7518 . An '  dey put it in yore bed . 
(This graveyard dirt ? )  
Yes sir , eithah sprinkle i t  aroun ' yore house o r  anything like dat . 
(Well ,  what do they put it in the bed fo r ?  What will that do i f  they put it 

in the b ed ? ) 
Well , yo ' see , de dead 

yo ' can ' t sleep at night . 
would come where de dus t is . Dat ' ll harm . Yo ' see , 

Take it  - an ' de bed will ' come [b ecome ] de way de 
dus t is , if  it  wus somebody who wus evil ,  

BED WILL ' COME DE WAY DE DUST IS becuz dey done me like dat . [Norfolk , Va . , 

IF SOMEBODY YUH KNOW IS DEAD • • • 
YUH GO TUH DE GRA VEYARD AN ' SAYS 
"MARY, AH WAN ' CHEW TUH HELP ME 
AN ' AH WAN '  CHEW TUH FOLLAH ME. • •  
AN ' WAN ' A BUY SOME OF YORE DIRT" 

( 4 7 1 ) , 4 81 : 1+8 5 . ]  
7 5 1 9 . People say dat chew could go tuh de 
fo ' ks of de road - like two roads cro s s  
[ crossroad ] yuh know . A per son walk i n  dere 
an ' if  yuh wan ' ' em  back , yuh kin take yore 
han ' an ' pull away de left [ foo t ] track - dis 
is de heart [ s ide ] chew know - back tuh yuh , 
j is '  a little bit of  dir t out de ho Z Zah [=  con

cave portion o f  bottom o f  foo t ,  called baZZ  of foot by some informants ] . An ' take 
dat an ' put a li ttle bit o f  - go t uh de graveyard an ' git chew some , j is '  lak if 
somebody yuh know is dead , Mary or John , somebody . Yuh say - yuh go tuh de grave-
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yard an ' says , "Mary , ah wan ' chew tuh help me . An' ah wan ' chew tuh follah me . "  
Says , "Ah wan' a buy some o f  yore dirt . "  See , if  yo ' don ' t drop de111 pennies yuh'll 
be robbin '  de dead . An '  run yore han ' down about lak dat [ usually to the elbow ] 
where i t  nex '  tuh [ over ] de heart an ' take out a snuffbox full . Take dat an '  some 
black peppah an ' de track , an ' j is '  put a little bit in de cornah of yore bouse -
de foah cornahs . [This is  one of  the many four aornePs of the eapth rites in 
Hoodoo . ] An ' if  it ' s  a woman [who left ] , she ' ll come right back - she can' t  
leave . If  it ' s  a man he ' ll come back . An '  dat spirit will follah yuh , guide yuh 
evahwhere yuh go . 

(Make you come back . ) 
[This same rite , with a slight variation , is  now used for cus tomers if you are 

in busines s : ]  
Fo ' frien ' s [ cus tomers ] ,  de s ame thing ah tole yuh ' bout dat grave . Yuh know 

frien ' s will speak tuh frien ' s . Yuh gi t chew some dirt , don ' t have no track in 
it yuh know . Jis ' go dere an ' git dat dirt an ' have a little - yuh gi t a [new] 
box of  b lack peppah an ' don ' use it  fo ' nuthin but dat . Shake a little b i t  of 
black p eppah in dere an ' j is '  carry dat black peppah an ' de graveyard dirt [back 
home ] . Yuh wanta gain frien ' s when yuh in business . An ' put some in yore coat 
pocket an ' yuh be laughin ' an ' talkin ' , j is '  sorta foolin ' around - yuh be - lak 
shakin ' yore han ' s or somepin. [Here informant , according to my penciled nota
tion made while checking original cylinder reads : "Lowers her voice and begins 
to whisper . "  Evidently she was afraid someone could hear through the closed 
door . ] Slap [ throw] dat roun ' an ' wherevah i t  be i t  will draw dem - wherevah 
yuh at , in yore s to re or any bus iness .  An '  dey will flo ck tuh yuh .  Now ah ' ve 
heard dat . 

(You use b lack pepper and graveyard dirt t ogether . )  
Dat ' s right . 
(And you get the graveyard dir t j us t  the way you got it b efore? ) 
Yeah . Now , yuh s ee ,  yore han ' drop in three pennies , an ' covah de grave up , 

j is '  lak yuh do wit chure han ' s yuh know. I f  yuh don ' t  drop in pennies , yuh will 
rob de dead . If  yuh carry somebody wit chew , den yuh will drop in s ilvah , a dime 
[ t o ]  keep from robbin' de dead . 

[ THE LAST STATEMENT - PENNIE S IF ALONE OR A DIME IF SOMEONE ACCOMPANIES YOU -
IS PROBABLY MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF THIS BELIEF . As we shall see , a dime , no longer 
of  silver , is sometimes given to the sp irit ; BUT TAKING A COMPANION WITH YOU 
VIOLATES THE NORMAL CUSTOM OF ONE PERSON APPROACHING THE SPIRIT . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . , ( 1142) , 1859 : 4 . ] 

7520 . [ Florence , South Carolina - scene of  my following experience with a 
dOatoP in 1939 - was with the surrounding country still a prominent hoodoo lo
cality . For years befo re my time it had been ranked along the Atlantic Coast 
as second only to Beaufort (Bu ' fert )  of the same s tate . My ques tion to the dOa

A DOCTOR OF FLORENCE TELLS ABOUT REMOVING A SPELL 
DOSE ARE [THINGS ] DAT CHANGES FATE • • •  

AH CHANGE DE END WIT DE WORLD 

toP is  unrecorded but easily 
recoverable from what be 
says . Here we have an expert 
at work. ] 
Now dey ' ve put it [witchcraf� 

on yo ' an ' s ont [ s ent ] chew ' way from heah . All righ t ,  yo ' come tuh me ,  er [ or ]  
some o f  yore folks come tuh me an ' say ,  "Mah husban ' , e r  mah son ,  er mah sistah , 
er mah fathah , er [mah ] mothah ' s  gone away an ' ah haven ' t done anythin' in de 
worl '  tuh ' em. " All right . 

Dey ' ll come tuh me an ' ah ' ll say , "Well , yo ' come back heah in de mawnin ' . "  
Ah wouldn ' t  do anythin ' in dat time [ in the meantime ] .  

[Here is the magia de Zay frequently found in Hoodoo but prominently mentioned 
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only once - see 9 64 , p . 361 . ] 
Yo ' come back dere in de mawnin ' . 
Yo ' lay yore han ' s upon mine an ' ah ' ll look up tuh de no ' th an ' ah ' ll talk tub 

God . An' aftah ah talk wit God , ah take a p iece of red flannel cloth an ' take 
two pennies . Ah ' ll tie nine knots in dat clo th an ' ah ' ll give it tuh yo ' .  Ah ' ll 
say , "At twelve a ' clock tuhnight or twelve a ' clock tuhmorrah , yo '  be at de ceme
tery .  Be dere at twelve on de minute . " 

Aftah yo ' be dere , yo ' go down an '  yo ' take de haidbo ' d  [headboard ] up , take 
up de haidbo ' d an.' say , "Dead ! Dead ! Dead ! Mah son is gone away , "  er "mah bus
ban"'  - j es '  eithah one [who lef t ]  yo ' know. "Ah want dem tuh return . " Take dat 
haidbo ' d  an ' care [ carry ] it tuh de foo ts , an ' pull de feet up an '  s tick it down 
dere . 

(Stick the headboard down at the foo t ? )  
Yes sir . Come on roun ' wit dat foo t t uh  d e  haid , an '  git tuh d e  feet chewself. 

"Dead ! Dead ! Dead ! Mah sone is gone away from me . Ah wants ' im tuh return . " 
Turn dat on roun ' heah . Yo ' git dere at de haid . "Dead ! Dead ! Dead ! Mah son 
is gone away . Ah want ' im  tuh return . "  Take dose two pennies an ' stick ' em 
right down in dere . 

(In that hole at the head? )  
At de haid . An '  s tick dat haidbo ' d  [ footb oard ] down in dere . Undahs tan ' me 

plainly . S t ick it down in der e . An '  git chews up , call ' em  three times at ary 
[ each ] place an ' take up three [ demons trates ] .  Dat ' s  one , two , dat ' s three , 
handfuls of dat sand dirt . 

(Wher e are you picking that up from ,  now? )  
Out de haid . Den yo ' put dose pennies down in der e .  Den yo ' take dat dirt  

an ' put it  in a p iece of  red flannel cloth an ' tie nine kno ts in it , an ' take 
it  tuh yore house , at twelve a ' clock an ' put it in de chimley . Take nine little 
bits outa dat [ graveyard dirt ] befo ' yo ' put it  in dere , an ' go tuh evah cornah 
o f  yore house an ' put [ demons trates ] one dere , one dere an ' one dere , an ' one 
heah - dat ' s  fo ' cornahs . Put ' em dere an ' den put dat in de chimley . An ' don ' 
say nuthin to nobody an ' go on out . DON ' T LOOK BACKWARD OR YO ' BE IN DE CEMETERL 
Don ' t say nuthin tuh nobody until yo ' git home tuh yore gate . DOSE ARE THIN ' S D� 
CHANGES FATE . 

(When you go out there at twelve o ' clock what is i t , day or night ? )  
Don ' t make any diff ' rence . 
(When you firs t go there , you take the footboard up - no , you take the head

board up and you put it down at the foo t .  Then you take the foo tboard up and 
put i t  down at the head . Then you take them again? ) 

Oh , no ! Yo ' CHANGE DE END WIT DE WORL ' • IT ' S  WHAT CHEW WILL , yo ' under stan ' • 
[Here is the importance of �i t l  or intention. ] 
(This is to  bring them back? ) 
An '  when ah ahange de end wit de worl ' he comin ' back . [As an explanation of 

ohange de end wit de worl ' ,  I can only repeat informant ' s  preceding words : Dose 
are things dat ohanges fate . 1 

(And when you get this dirt , you only get it from the head? ) 
From de haid . 
(And you put those pennies down in the headboard hole , and you take the dirt 

out of  the head [board ] hole and take it back to the hous e . ) 
Yes . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1334) , 2300 : 1 . ] 
7521 . Ga tta go to graveyard at night ' tween one an ' two - dat ' s  de time yo ' 

gotta go . When yo ' go dere yo ' gotta have a heartless sp irit - yes , dose terri
b le dead people yo ' know. Well ,  j es '  de way some of ' em is kilt , dey is holler
in ' dat same thing an ' doin ' i t .  
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Well , yo ' go  to dat certain grave dat d is person want dis dirt off . Ah ' ll go 
dere in de dayttme an ' pick dat grave out . Den ah ' ll go dere in de night , go in 

dere at one ' clock an ' j es '  dig down in dere an ' 
THE WAY HE DIES  WHEN KILLED git de dirt off  dat certain person ' s  grave . Well ,  
THE WAY HIS SP IRIT WILL ACT ah ' ll come to yo ' an ' tell yo ' ,  ah say ,  "Row., yo ' 

take dis dirt an ' if yo '  wanta move such a one out 
chure house , yo ' take dat dirt an ' sprinkle it all roun ' in dat house an '  dat 
person can ' t say in dere to save dere life . "  An '  dat very man yo '  wus talkin' 
to he knows all about it , ' cuz he ' s  de one tole me about it . [Washington , D . C . , 
(6 2la) ,  7 9 7 : 5+8 5 . ]  

7522 . Jis ' what sickness , what disease dey died wit - why where dat woman 
is , maybe she step ovah it , why she will git de reflect o f  dat . If dey dies 

DISEASE PERSON DIES WITH , THAT DI SEASE IS IN HIS DIRT 
wit T . B . , why de T . B ' s 
will reveal on yo ' ; an '  
i f  dey dies wit rheuma

tism , yo ' ll take effect o f  dat . See , all dat comes 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , (517 ) , 605 : 5 . ] 

out o f  dat b one , yo ' see . 

7523 . Lis ten , yo ' kin go tuh de ceme tery an ' go to  a grave dat chew know , 
know who i t  is dat ' s  buried dere . Yo ' kin git chew five pounds de dirt o f f  dere , 

if  yo ' know who dey is . Take dat dirt but leave a 
WHITE RULES DE WHITE AN '  nickel . Lis ten ! S tick it  in de top of  dat grave an ' 
COLO�D RULES DE COLO�D j is '  spread de dirt back ovah it . See , yo ' payin ' ' em  

fo ' dat dirt , yo ' see .  Yo ' bring dat dirt back in dat 
tin pan an ' set it in de no ' th cornah of de room.  Ah don '  ca ' [ care ] who move 
dere . But let dis d irt come outa de colored ceme tery , not de white , b ecuz white 
rules de while an ' colored rules de colored . An '  set it in dere an ' cain ' t no
body s tay in dat house , unt il  dey goes an ' moves dat dirt - whoevah puts it der e  
take it out an ' des troy i t . 

(You would see that dirt in there wouldn ' t  you? ) 
Yes , yo '  would see de dirt , but if yo ' would disturb dis dirt - yo ' could 

throw it out , why you couldn ' t  even stay der e .  I f  yo ' destroy dat , yo ' j is '  
take it outa dere , yo ' bound tuh walk an ' git some of  it on yo ' feets . Oat ' s  
j is '  as well as puttin ' it in de house .  An '  s ' long as yo ' keep it roun ' , i t 
dis turb yo ' ,  see.  [Little Rock , Ark . , (89 7 ) , 1468 : 1 . ] 

7524 . [ Desp ite the rule in the preceding margin title , the fo llowing two 
rites are the exceptions proving the rule.  Moreover , if  I remember correctly , 
they are also the only two belie fs permitting a black pers on to use  graveyard 

WHITE PERSONS ' GRAVEYARD 
EXCEPTIONS PROVING PRECEDING RULE 

dirt from a white per

(1)  RATTLESNAKE - BLACKSNAKE - WHITE PERSON ' S  DIRT 

son ' s grave . The fol
lowing words may be a 
third exception: yo ' 
aould go tuh de grave

yard • • •  take • • • three pennies an ' 
MAN ,  p . 2 19 5 ,  line 19 . ]  

go PA.Y WHITE OR COLO�D - see interview RAGGEDY 

----[ I  have never heard how you ] harm anybody wit graveyard d irt but I have heard 
dis :  I ' ve heard dat yo ' git graveyard dirt , an ' a button from a rattlesnake , an ' 
two teeth from a cotton-mouth blacksnake - two of ' is front teeth . Dey say dat 
yo ' kin· take dat dir t , but graveyard dirt  from a white person ' s grave - not from 
a colored person ' s ,  a white person ' s graveyard - an ' dey say yo ' kin come into a 
lo tta wealth . I ' ve heard o f  dat dataway . 

(Well , what do you do with these teeth and 
Well , now yo ' put all dat togethah an ' t ie 

an '  yo ' wear it roun ' yore neck - j es '  tie it 

things ? )  
it up in a little red flannel clo th 
roun ' yore neck an' yo ' wear it . 
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An ' evah mawnin' befo ' speakin ' to anybody yo ' have prayers . I disremembah what 
de prayer is an ' den yo ' kin become very wealthy . FROM DE WHITE PEOPLE I ' VE 
HEARD DAT . [Newport News , Va . , (485) , 513 : 4+85 . ]  

7 525 . [A pers on ]  j i s ' died , yes . Gi t graveyard dirt , dig it off de head of  
a whi te man ' s  grave . Undahs tan ' , go tub a white man ' s grave . Go out an ' git 
some wood ashes - ashes burnt from wood , yuh know. [Wood ashes are the payment ! ]  

( 2 )  WHITE PERSON ' S DIRT - WOOD ASHES - RED PEPPER 
An '  put it in de grave an ' 
take about , aroun ' about a 
half  a tablespoonful of 

cayenne p eppah , an ' put it  in through dat [ graveyard dirt ] an ' stir it up - mix 
it all up . An '  when yuh git dat mixed up , make dust out o f  it yuh undahstan ' ,  
an ' pass it on de hants . Called hants [ a )  spirit ,  yo ' know. 

(What will they do with that? What will they do with that then? ) 
What will yuh do wit it? 
(Yes ? ) 
Well ,  de spirit , somepin like yore hants be - have de sp irits . 
Git yuh dat dirt an ' j is '  sp rinkle it aroun ' yore p lace o f  business - round 

about , like dis house is [ your p lace of business ] .  Well , yuh j is ' sprinkle i t  
all aroun ' yore house , sprinkle it  j is ' dere [ nowhere else ] . 

(What will that do then? ) 
That will run ' em  away . 
(Run what away? ) 
De hants . 
(The hants ? )  
Yes . [Vicksburg,  Mis s . ,  ( 765 ) , 104 5 : 6 . ] 
7 5 26 . Well , ah heard dat dey could go tuh de graveyard an ' carry three pen

nies tub some s inner ' s  grave , tub somebody dat chew know , an '  dig a hole down 

NEVER TAKE GRAVEYARD DIRT INTO YOUR OWN HOUSE 
about heah , ' bout lak neah de 
heart , an ' ask in dese p eople ' s  
name f o '  three c ents ' worth of 

graveyard d irt . An '  dat wus tuh move a person , but not take it  in de hous e , in 
yore house . An' ah ' ve heard dat dat would really move a person . 

(Well , what would they do with it after they got thi s  dir t ? )  
Put i t i n  dis p erson ' s house whut chew wanta move . Threw it  on de ground , or 

if yo ' kin git dere , throw it undah de b ed .  De neaheh yuh git it dere , de quickah 
dey ' ll go . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454) , 2643 : 3 . ] 

7 52 7 . Well , go right in the graveyard an '  gits some o f  dat dirt , an ' throw 
i t  under dis hous e an ' throw on top of  de house , an ' sumpin will run ' im out , 

WHY GRAVEYARD DIRT IN HOUSE IS DANGEROUS 
j is '  keep aworryin ' ' im.  De dead 
spirit will j is ' keep aworryin ' ' im  
an ' git ' im  out o f  dat hous e .  He 

couldn ' t s tay there . [ There are many 
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 23 ) , 214 : 5+8 5 , ]  

examples of this b el ief in Hoodoo . ]  [Wil-

7 5 2 8 . Yuh kin take some graveyard dirt an ' take an ' throw it ovah yeh hous e ,  
an ' not l e t  it  [ in ]  de house , an ' dat would make ' em s top bothahin ' yuh , run 

THROW GRAVEYARD DIRT OVER OWN HOUSE 9 MORNINGS - BOTTLED 
[ them] away . Throw 
it all de way ovah de 
house . Do it fer nine 

mawnin ' s . 
260 : 1 . ] 

Take it in a bo ttle an ' throw it ovah . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , (325) , 

7 529 . [ Not so well known as the violent side o f  graveyard dirt is it s cause 
of  sleep . What could be more logical ,  the word cemetery itself means s leeping 
place ? Unfortunately this quieter aspect of graveyard dirt has fewer examples : a  
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thief with s traw b lowing graveyard dus t  through keyhole to keep hi s  victim in 
house asleep ; and chicken thief scattering graveyard dirt to put watchdog asleep , 

even chickens asleep ! Here is another one : 
SOPORIFIC NATURE OF GRAVEYARD DIRT Someone put graveyard diFt in a man 's hat 

and every time he sat down he went to s l.eep! 
Short story. This was a short s tory I read on the Richmond cylinders but did not 
trans cribe . Further I probably on the cylinder-space tab drew an X indicating to 
transcriber not to transcrib e .  My original notation in pencil is attached as 
given above excep t for the reference : Richmond� Va. �  (402) � JSO : S+BS. ] 

7 530 . Dey use i t  fo ' puttin ' a person tuh sleep . I f  yo ' wanta keep ' em  
sleepin '  all de time , yo ' go tuh de graveyard an ' yo ' git some o f  dat dirt an '  

yo '  put dat in watah o r  anythin' t uh  drink , 
DEY JES ' HAVE A SLEEPIN ' DISEASE wine or anything , an '  dey drink dat . Well , 

den dey j es '  have a sleepin ' diseas e .  Dey 
sleep all de t ime an ' dey nevah kin keep dey eyes open. [Algiers ,  La . , (1575) , 
2898 : 11 . ] 

(b ) .  DIRT FROM WHAT TYPE OF GRAVE 

[ The following list  o f  grave typ es from which to obtain dirt is rather long 
but surely incomplet e .  I neith er made an effort to comp lete it , nor could I 
spend time s earching for further examples printed in the preceding volumes . The 
Index will accomplish that task I hope . For an important grave not mentioned 
among those that follow , a drunkard ' s grave , see No . l929 , p . 56 6 . ] 

7 5 31 .  Den , again , d ey goes to  de  bur ' in ' -groun ' s [ rare express ion ] whenevah 
a grave is open an ' dey git a han ' ful of bur ' in ' -groun ' dirt [ rare ] . Takes dat 
an '  brings it home an ' puts it in a bag shaped like dis [ demonstrates ] .  

(A bag shaped like that . )  
DIRT FROM OPEN GRAVE [ For  this shape , see Later. ] 

Uh-huh . Tie dis en ' an ' puts  it in a bag . Dey lay dat 
on de groun ' on a certain spo t  in de cornah of a fence , j es '  like in de cornah 
of dat hou s e .  I t  lay dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  De nex ' nine mawnin ' s dey go dere 
an '  lif ' it up an ' make a oath , turns i t  ovah an ' let it  lay anothah nine mawn
in' s  [ 3  separate 9 mornings ] .  Den dey go dere den an '  take it up an ' make a 
�. takes it  up an '  shakes it  togethah . Den dey ' ll sprinkle cayenne peppah, 
fresh !!!! an ' sulphur [ 3  ingredients ] .  Den dey shakes it . [ Shaking is a magic 
rite . ] 

(Salt and sulphur . )  
[And ] fresh cayenne peppah [pepper from a new container ] . Den dey takes dat 

an '  grinds it up right fine - grind it togethah . Den dey got a way , dey take 
dat , dey tell , an ' sprinkle i t  undah de edge of dey do ' sill , an ' let dat lay nine 
mawnin ' s .  

(Now, that - this i s  different from that bag [ in 380 : 2 ] . The person fixed up 
a bag you told me abou t .  This i s  something different from that bag. This bag -
what shape is this bag ?  Like an ice-cream-cone shape , or a sock or? ) 

No , de bag is like a s tockin ' . 
(Like a s tocking . )  
An '  a new bag dough [ though ] . Dey always say to git new things .  
(Now , what wil l that do? In that firs t thing you told me about tha t bag , what 
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do they do that for? ) 
Dey put dat down for yuh to walk ovah . Say if  yuh walk ovah it , i t  will kill 

yuh . An '  if  dey can ' t git yuh to walk ovah it , dey ' ll take an ' sprinkle i t  down . 
(Where do you walk over i t ? )  
Sprinkle it down or put it  undah de edge of de do ' sill an ' blow it tuh yuh . 

[Blow it  under the door into the room, blowing in itself also being a magic 
rite . ] Well , if yuh go tuh sweep , dat s tuff git in yore throat an ' s trangle yuh 
an ' make yuh cough yoreself tuh death , an ' folks will think yuh got T . B .  

(I see . ) [ Informant gives a similar method o f  killing by snake dust  in the 
previously mentioned 380 : 2 . ] [Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 380 : 1&3+85 . ]  

7532 . If ah wanta do anything tuh yuh in yore foo t , ah ' ll git some graveyard 
dirt an ' come an '  sprinkle it in de front of yore do ' .  Sprinkle it j is '  about 

de time when I think nobody goin ' tuh sweep dere , befo ' yuh do ' 
FRESH GRAVE where yuh got t a  walk by.  An '  once yuh walk on it  today , yuh ' ll 

tell de diff ' rence tuhmorrah mawnin ' . Yore feet ' ll [ commence ] 
swollin ' an ' dat ' l l  run up [your leg ] . I t ' s  called - dat ' s  what brings on white 
swo � tin ' �  white swo l �in ' , an '  dat nevah comes t ill yuh die . 

(Do you ge t any kind o f  graveyard dirt ? )  
Dere ain ' t but one kind o f  graveyard dirt . 
(What kind ? ) 
J is '  a natchel [ natural ] graveyard - from a fresh grave . Don ' t git nuthin 

where ' s  dere already gras s . [ Charles t on , S .  Car . , (512) , 582 : 8 . ] 
7533 . [They ] go tuh a fresh grave an ' git some dirt offen dat fresh grave , 

an ' carry it  tuh yore house an 1  throw i t  on top of  yore hous e , an '  yuh cain ' t  
s tay dere . Yuh will leave . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1440) , 2610 : 3 . ] 

7534 . [Depending upon the type of work you are doing ,  it can sometimes be  
eas ier to bury the article in  a fresh or new grave : ] Well , dey said tuh run 

yuh crazy , why dey take yore hair an '  go an ' git graveyard dirt an '  
NEW GRAVE mix yore hair - git a little bag ,  a little piece of new homespun , 

sew it up , about dat long , an ' put chure hair in it . An ' put de 
graveyard dirt in it  an ' carry it an' bury it in  a new grave , an ' in nine days 
yo ' will go craz y .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1343) , 2323 : 3 . ] 

7 535 . Jis ' go right down tuh de cemetery an ' dere ' s a grave dat a man ' s  bur
ied dat j is '  been made . Take de dirt o f f  de middle of  dat grave outa dere . Take 

it an ' cork i t  [ in a bottle ]  an ' take it de s ide of 
NEW GRAVE NOT YET RAINED ON de house , de s ide dey rents dat yo ' wish dem tuh go, 

an ' throw it on de s ide of de house an ' leave an ' 
turn roun ' , go an ' don ' look back . Dey will go . 

(What kind o f  a grave did you say that was? )  
It has to b e  a new grave , one dat dey ' s buried an ' haven' t  rained on . S ee , 

yo ' take dat an ' throw it in any way dat yo '  want ' em tuh go . 
Now ah take dis dirt from dis new grave , see , dat hasn ' t rained [ on ]  an ' cork 

it , an ' den gits to de place [and says ] , "Ah wan ' a  take dis house heah an ' ah 
wan ' ' em tuh go from heah . " Ah go on dat side o f  de house ,  yo ' see de sun go es 
down ovah dis side . But if ah wan ' ' em  tuh go  eas t , ah goes ovah heah an ' put 
it  on heah . 

[ I  s top recording , informant continues , compelling me to ask for repetition . ] 
(What did you say over there? )  
"Yo ' go from heah tuh yondah , In de Name of de Father" - now yo ' see yo ' mav

in' ' im - "de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost , go from heah . "  [Wilson,  N .  Car . , (1515) , 
2681 : 15 . ]  

7536 . Yo ' kin go in de graveyard an ' d e  last person dat chew know dat wus 
buried in dat graveyard dat have a mean spirit - an ' yo ' kin take a rod an ' yo ' 
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kin f ind [ ram ] it down undah dere co ffin ,  an ' call dere spirit three tt.es . An '  

LAST PERSON BURIED 
yo ' tell ' em dat yo ' want ' em to do zackly [ezactly] whut 
chew ast  ' em tub do . An '  yo ' kin take de bottaa of dat dirt 
dat comes up in dat rod , an ' carry it along wit chew. An '  

ah don ' t care where yo ' go  or where yo '  be , yo ' could do  mos ' anythin' an '  nobody 
couldn ' t hurt cho o .  Becuz yo ' know, dat spirit answah yo ' back an ' tell yo ' 
zackly dat dey ' ll do zackly whut dey tell yo ' dey will do . But chew must do it 
twelve a ' clock in de night . 

(You don ' t  get this dirt to do anything with it? )  
No . 
[ The dirt became a hand , a captured spiri t that does your will . At midnight 

you tell it what you want done . The spirit will answer what it will do and when 
it is  done it also protects  you from harm , especially from anyone trying to hurt 
you - put a spell on you . ] [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1380) , 2449 : 8 . ] 

7537 . Scrape ' em an ' carry ' em  in de graveyard , 
(They scrape the bottoms o f  your feet and carry it to the graveyard . )  
To de last person who dey buried an ' yo ' don ' t live very long , yo ' ll p ine 

away ; an ' when de person rotten , yo ' dead . 
(I see , they put this in the grave with the person . ) 

Yeah . [ Savannah, Ga . , (543) , 676 : 3+85 . ]  
7538 . For to send anybody away , somepin like that - j us t  to send them away , 

not kill them , not atall like that - you go to the head o f  a grave , an ole grave , 
and you d ig down there and you ge t a handful o f  graveyard dirt . An '  

OLD GRAVE yo ' take ten new nails ,  nine new p ins , an ' seven grains o f  shot . An '  
yo ' can take this , i f  yo ' want t o  send them away from home , send them 

on adrift , an ' yo ' sprinkle it where they walk . An '  the las t sprinkle yo ' make -
every t ime yo ' sprinkle yo ' drop three pins an ' two wire nails - why they ' ll get 
in a fidge t  to go away some place an ' they ' ll  go . The chances is they won ' t be 
back under three year no how. [For as old a �ve as yo ' kin ' find� see 10 lines 
from bottom o f  p . 2239 . ] [ Princess Anne ,  Md . , (132) , 4 9 : 2 . ] 

7539 . We l l , lak if a man bustes [busts up ]  wit ' is wife an ' she wants tub 
git ' im back . Well , she go to de graveyard an ' she gits some graveyard dirt 

SUNKEN GRAVE 
from de top o f  a daid man ' s haid . Jes ' lak a ole grave dat fell 
in , well , she go dere an ' git some of dat dirt . We ll , she take 
dat d irt an ' she bury i t  undah de b ot tom o f  ' er first do ' step , 

an '  aftah she bury dat s tuff undah de bottom o f  her first do ' s tep , if  she kin 
git ' im back an ' git ' im tuh s tep ovah dis dirt , den dat ' s  where she got ' im. 

(He will come back and s tay with her . ) [Fayett eville ,  N .  Car . , (1413) , 
2440 : 9 . ] 

7540 . Yo ' go to an ole cemetery dat chew nevah been to b efo ' an ' yo ' reach 
down - reach down an ' p ick up a little o f  dis  dirt , see . Yo ' go to dese fo ' ks  
o f  d e  roads - fo ' ked disaway , fo ' ked disaway an ' fo ' ked disaway [demonstrates ] .  

OLE CEMETERY DAT CHEW NEVAH BEEN TO BEFO ' 
SPRINKLE CRO S S  MARK AT FORKS OF ROAD - WISH 

(Make the form o f  a cross right in 
the road . ) 
Dat ' s right , make a fora of a cross 
lak yo ' take a pencil an '  make a 

mark , see .  Evah whut chew want - who yo ' want done or whut chew want done , it 
won' t be long befo ' dey ' ll be gone . Dat will do one or ' tuthah [ the other ] - run 
' em  o ff ,  s ee .  

(You don ' t make a special wish o r  do something out there? )  
Yeah , yo ' kin make a wish fo ' anything dat chew wanta happen . [Savannah , Ga . , 

(1261) , 2141 : 2 . ] 
7 541 . Go to ole ceme tery , yo ' know, dat dey not uain ' fo ' a long time , an '  
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yo ' go out dere an ' b e ' s out dere s eventeen mawnin ' s ,  an '  git chew a spoonfulla 

ABANDONED GRAVEYARD 
1 7  MORNINGS 
17  GRAVES 

17 SPOONFULS OF DIRT 

dirt offen each grave . De  first grave yo ' s tart dere . 
Go dere seventeen days . An '  den de nex' day start lak 
de second one heah ,  start dere an ' travel through dere . 
Git dat an ' carry it to yore home , an ' hang it up in a 
sugah sack yo ' know , or s omepin lak dat . J is ' hang it 
up an '  not let it git we t , an ' not touch it no mo ' .  

Dey ' ll be back dere in sixteen days . 
(This is to bring somebody back that has left you . You go out to an old 

cemetery . How many times ? )  
S eventeen times . 
(And you get a spoonful of dirt off of a grave . You get a spoonful each 

morning o f f  the same grave?)  
Nawsuh , git  one dis  mawnin ' off  dat one , an ' de nex ' mawnin ' d e  o thah one . 
[ Informant ' s answer confuses my following comment : ] 
(You go to two different graves . The firs t morning you get the spoonful off  

o f  this grave and the next morning , this o ther grave , then you go back to the 
other grave , until you have seventeen spoons ful . And then you take this home and 
put it  in a sugar sack , and that is supposed t o  bring the person back to you .  
You don ' t  make any wishes or anything o f  that sort then? )  

Nosuh ,  yo ' j es '  didn ' t le t nobody see yo ' doin ' i t  an ' don ' let nobody know 
where de sack is , say nuthin - no t let nobody handle it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 1509 ) , 2 6 7 6 : 23 . ] 

754 2 .  Well , when you want your next door neighbor to move outa dat house , 
you go to the graveyard and get you some graveyard dus t .  You walk t o  the third 

grave - ge t you some graveyard dus t ;  bring that dus t back there and 
THIRD GRAVE keep it  - you sprinkle a little salt in it - j us t  a lit tle salt and 

you s top i t  up . Now , on the full o f  the moon , you walk around there 
and you sprinkle that dus t and they going to move from there - they gotta move . 

(What do you mean by the third grave ? )  
The third grave in that - after you enter into the graveyard - the third grave 

you git to . You get you some dus t off . 
[ For a variant of this ri te with a different purpo se , see 1 918 , p . 563 ; and for 

more about moon as a time for get ting graveyard dirt , see following rite , 1919 . ] 
[New Orleans ,  La . , (86 7 ) , 1404 : 9 . ] 

7543 . Well , if yo ' know where dey live yo '  kin take yo ' some graveyard dust 
an ' put chew some red p eppah in dere .  Git dis dirt o f f  a grave dat chew know , 

from a p erson dat chew know is bur ies , an ' put chew some 
PERSON KNOWN BY YOU red peppah in dere . Yo ' don ' have tuh go in de house dat ' s  

go in ' - sprinkle it  in de walk an ' throw it  up on de po ' ch .  
Dey ' ll walk out an ' git dere feet i n  it  an ' git mad lak anything an ' done walk 
away . [ Graveyard dirt from the grave of a person known by you is quite common . ]  
[ Little Rock , Ark. , (89 7 ) , 14 70 : 3 . ] [ Graveyard dirt  from the grave of  a we l t
known person is no t frequent excep t for gambler , criminal , etc . For unusual 
example , s ee later margin title GUN - GRAVEYARD DIRT SHOT FROM. ] 

7544 . Graveyard dirt is  somepin good tuh kill a person wit . 
(Well how do they do that ? )  
By feedin ' ' em graj ' ly [ gradually ] .  Yuh take - go tuh a graveyard an ' make a 

hole , where yuh got tuh git yore arm down zactly [ exactly ] up tuh yore elbow , 
an ' gi t yuh a handful o f  dat dirt . An ' what

GRAVE OF FUTURE VICTIM' S RELATIVE evah yuh kin bring out in yore han ' , yuh
d ivide it  in parts - in nine par ts , an ' feed 

it tuh a person nine days [ one part each day ] . An '  aftah dat ninth day , dat pah-
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tic I lab [particular ] person will fall intuh bad health . Dat ' s all )'Uh aot tuh 
give ' im ,  j is '  dat dirt . But git dat dirt from s ome relatives of dat pahtie' lah 
person dat yuh tryin ' tub hur t , no t  any grave . Yuh git dat dirt fraa de gr.ave 
of de person hurt. An ' if yuh kin git dat dirt from de grave of dat peraaD dat ' s  
a relative of dat person yuh are tryin ' tub hurt , yuh use dat . Measure dat stuff 
in nine parts . An ' aftah de ninth day , de beginnin ' of dat ninth day , dat person 
will fall in bad health an ' dere ' s  no do ctor in de worl ' will be  able tuh cure 
' im. 

(How do you mean you get that dirt from the grave of a person you are trying 
to hurt?  He isn ' t dead . )  

Jis ' lak i f  ah got a cous in , o r  sis tah , o r  aunt , or anybody dat ' s  buried any-
where , yuh go tub dat grave an ' - but yore arm got tub go up tub yore elb ow .  

(You mean you have to ge t a relative of  that person . I see . ) 
Yeah , de relative . [New Orleans , La . , ( 82 8 ) , 1215 : 5 . ] 
7545 . [ Though this rite uses the grave footboard instead of  graveyard dirt , 

the family relationship here is more important than material used . I wanted to 
keep these three examples o f  vicarious or substitute magic together . ]  

Well , yuh go tuh de graveyard j is '  like dese 
GRAVE OF HIS OR HER RELATIVE folks - yuh got a sis tah or brothah , somepin like 

dat . Well , dey is dead an ' dey is buried in de 
graveyard . Well , yuh know in places dey use  wood haidbo ' d  an ' wood footbo ' ds ,  
see . Now , well yuh goes dere an ' yuh take up dis footbo ' d ,  yuh don ' ' sturb de 
haid [board ] at all , see.  Yuh git de foo tbo ' d .  Well , yuh take it home an ' yuh 
cut it up . S ee ,  when yuh cut it up , yuh cut it  up in fo ' part , see . Yuh care 
[ carry ] it an ' yuh care it  intuh de house an '  put it in de chimley . An '  aftah 
yuh care it an ' put it  in de chimley , yuh let it s tay dere ' bout fo ' days , s ee .  
Let i t  s tay about fo ' days an '  in d e  [ end o f ]  fo ' days , yuh soak i t  wit oil ; no 
not any kin ' , j is '  plain kerosene oil . Soak it in kerosene oil . Well , yuh let 
it lay dere an ' soak . Let dat oil  soak intuh it about a hour , . see . An ' yuh go 
back an ' reoil it an ' den yuh stick a match tub i t  - j is ' s tick tub it an ' dere 
yuh goes . 

(Well , who goes ? )  
De same person yuh wants - not de dead , i t  be ' s  a live person . 
(How do you make this person - what do you do with that footboard t o  show 

that i t  belongs to this person you want to hurt? ) 
Dat ' s  ' is family , yuh undahstan ' .  See , she will follah ' er .  
(If  you want to do me that way , you go t o  my sister ' s grave or my b rother ' s 

grave , or my father ' s ,  and get the headboard from their graves . )  
[My headboard is corrected . ]  
Footboard , yes . 
(From one o f  my family graves . )  
Yes , l ike yore s is tah , fathah , bro thah , any relation tub yuh . [ Charles ton ,  

s .  Car . , (511) , 577 : 1 . ] 
7 546 . I f  yo ' scared o f  de law or s cared of  de enemy comin ' upon yo ' , dat ' s  

goin ' try tuh ' venge yo ' ,  [ they say] fo ' yo ' tub go tuh de graveyard . I f  any 
of yore neahest relations have died an ' ar e 

GRAVE OF YOng NEAHEST RELATIONS buried dere , yo ' dig a hole right tuh de haid 
of de grave . An '  put any amount o f  money dat 

chew wanta pay dem in dere ; fifty aent or a do Z Zah , anything dat chew wouldn ' t 
aind p ayin ' . Put it in dat hole an ' take yo ' a tab tespoonful La dirt outa de 
hol e .  An ' put dat money in de hole an ' shut de hole back up . An '  tell him, 
keep yore enemies from yo ' , an ' yo ' won '  be no mo ' [more ] enemy-worried . Aftah 
yo ' takes de dirt , an '  take it  about chure enemy ' s place , if yo ' know dem - an ' 
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yo ' ll have tuh know yore enemies - an '  spPink Ze aroun ' de do 'steps an ' he won ' 
nevah worry yo ' no mo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1456 ) , 2647 : 15 . ] 

754 7 .  Graveyard d ir t  kin be used fo ' s ich [ such ] many things . Well , grave
yard dir t kin be us ed tuh b ring luck .  Yuh go tub de graveyard twelve ' clock at 

night , i f  yuh kin find somebody dat has been murdered , 
MURDERED PERSON ' S  GRAVE j is '  lak de boy wuz sho t an ' yuh bury ' um .  Yuh do dere 

dat night an '  yuh carry a dime . Yuh put dat dime be-
tween de forefingah an ' dis f ingah heah [ demons trates ] .  

(O f the right hand? ) 
[My mistake because informan t ' s  left  hand was right , facing me . ]  

No , on d e  le ft hand - it ' s  de left hand . 
(Put that dime between the thumb and the index finger o f  the left hand . )  

Well , yuh reach dat dime down as fur as yor e arm kin go intuh de grave . Yuh 
l eave dat dime down dere an '  yuh bring up d is dirt in dis hand . Br ing it up tuh 
yuh - y eah , in de left hand [ informant making c ertain I do not s ee backward 
again ! ] .  An '  dat dirt kin b e  used f o '  mo s t  anythin' . I t ' s  val ' able - dat dirt 
is val ' able , ah know . 

Graveyard dirt , yuh kin us e i t  f o ' evil an ' yuh kin us e it f o ' good . Yuh kin 
use graveyard dirt - if yuh kin git dat graveyard dirt intuh a person ' s hou s e  
i t ' ll s tir up evil . An ' den yuh kin u s e  dat graveyard dirt fo ' luck - yuh kin 
use dat graveyard dirt f o ' gamblin ' .  Yuh kin win in any game . [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
(1116 ) , 1 7 91 : 1 . ] 

7 54 8 .  Tuh run a pers on o f f , yuh g o  tub a person grave whut got  killed , � 
died b ad , an ' yuh gits dirt o ffa his grave . An '  den when yuh git dat dirt o f fa 
his grave , den yuh kin run ' im  o f f . [ Sumt er , s .  Car . , (1362) , 2402 : 10 . ] 

7 54 9 . Yuh ' s gotta git graveyard dirt from murder ' s  [murderer ' s ] grave . Dat 
will  make any man leave home . 

(What do they do with that dir t ,  then? )  
Take dat dirt - if yuh goes out dat door de firs ' one in de mawnin ' s ee , well 

dey will take dat dirt an ' sprinkle it in front of de do ' an ' yuh walks ovah it . 
An '  yuh walks outa de home an ' yuh fo ' git home . Der e is no 

MURDERER ' S  GRAVE mo '  home fo ' yuh , becuz dat dirt - it ' s  j is '  like yore mind 
is murdered , i t ' s  gone .  An '  o f  co ' s e ,  once yore mind is gone 

yuh ' s done . [ Charle s t on ,  S .  Car . , (507) , 55 7 : 1 . ] 
7550 . Yuh kin go tuh a c eme tery tub f ind where a murderah wuz buried , a bad 

man whut go t killed . An '  take a dime ,  dig a hole , a lit tle hole wit chure 
fingah . Take a dime an ' put i t  down in dere an '  

MURDERER ' S  GRAVE - IF KILLED covah de d irt back up . Dig yore dime back up an ' 
take dat dirt o f f  de t op of dat dime . Take it an '  

s ew i t  up i n  a little flannen clo th an ' keep i t  in yore pocke t . 
0Nhat will that do? )  
Dat will keep anybody - anything yo ' wan ts tub do , why yor e  success ful in it . 

An '  yuh ' ll nevah b e  caught in anything yuh want s tuh do , or sompin dat yuh do , 
yuh ' ll nevah b e  caught in i t  s ' long as yuh tote it . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1110) , 
1783 : 5 . ] 

. 

7 551 . Yuh go tuh one o f  de wors ' yuh knew dat died , s ome o le wicked person , 
an ' git s ome o f  de dirt about midnight from dat grave , an ' take it an ' throw it 

roun ' a person house , an ' dat would drive de p er s on away 
WICKED MAN ' S GRAVE from dere home , or run ' em away [ out of t own ] . Dey couldn ' t 

stay dere any mo ' . Or eithah slip it in dere house some
where an ' dey couldn ' t  stay dere any longah . Ah heard dat . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  
Car . , (1410) , 2 5 34 : 1 . ] 

7 55 2 .  Yuh git de graveyard dirt o f f  a wicked man ' s grave an ' bring it  home 
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an' take it  an ' sprinkle it all roun ' de house , an ' if  yuh have auy ena.ies it 
will run dem from yuh . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1103) , 1 7 7 7 : 8 . ] 

7553 . Hear dem takin ' de bow out chure hat . Dey kin take de bow out chure 
hat - lak yuh buy a hat , go an ' take de bow out chure hat . She kin take dat bow, 

if  yuh don ' git dat bow [ first ] . If she � yuh 
WICKED MAN DAT GOT KILLED fo ' anythin ' lak dat , she kin take dat bow ao' have 

it dressed [by a hoodoo ] ;  an ' whatevah she vaat, yuh 
do . Even she kin take some wicked man or wicked woman dat she know , or abe could 
have a wicked man dat got killed or anythin ' lak dat . If he buried , she kin take 
dat bow an ' she kin go tub de cemetery , an ' shet [ shut ] ' er han ' lak dat [� 
strates ] an ' take dat bow in ' er han ' .  An ' run i t  down in dere , an ' gi t sa.e dat 
dirt from de foo t of de grave , an ' take it  [ dirt ] , an ' den sewing it up an '  keep
in '  it up . Say j is '  long as she do ' s  dat , she ' s  safe wit yuh - dat chure mind is 
nevah sat isfied [ unless you are near her ] . 

(That is  to hold a man . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1455) , 2645 : 8 . ] 
7554 . Jis ' like i f  a person - yuh don ' like a person an ' dey s tay in dis 

house .  Go tub de cemetery an ' yuh know dis person positively - de one whut 
daid - dat always wus 

YUH KNOW DIS PERSON • • • WHUT DAID • • •  CURSIN ' AN ' CUT UP curs in ' an ' cut up [people ] 
an ' thin ' s like dat . Git 

some of dis dir t  an ' carry it an ' throw it on dis heah people porch . An ' dere 
always be fus s in ' in de house . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1184 ) , 199 7 : 5 . ] 

7555 . Wal ,  she said dat yuh kin go - lak yuh know s omebody dat b een a devil . 
An ' go tub de haid o f  dere grave an ' git some of  de - put a dime dere , an ' git 

some of de [ dirt ] , yuh know , j is '  a lit tle bit . An '  
SOMEBODY DAT BEEN A DEVIL come back an ' put it where yuh don ' t like someb ody . 

Put it  tub dere do ' an ' if  dey walk ovah it , well yuh 
see , dey ' ll go crazy . Dey have tub leave dere . Dey couldn ' t  s tay in dis town • • •  

(That is to drive them away . )  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1078) , 1746 : 4 . ] 
7556 . Well ,  yuh could take graveyard dirt an ' make anothah separat ion , keep 

confusion . Jis ' lak somebody livin ' nex ' do ' tub yuh . Well , yuh go out in de 
graveyard an ' git som� evil - if yuh 

SOMEONE DIED EVIL - YOU KNEW THE PERSON know someone died evil .  Yuh know whut 
ah mean . Yuh drop dat [ dirt ] an ' 

sprinkle it an ' wish ' em bad luck tub move ' em. [Algiers , La . , ( 1594) , 2997 : 6 . ] 
7 55 7 .  Yuh kin go tub de graveyard an ' dig down fer about ,seven or eight , or 

nine inches ;  but it  must be  de grave of a very crim ' nal person , a person dat 
killed an ' cut , dat yuh know of , dat wuz buried in dat pah

CRIMINAL ' S  GRAVE tic ' lah place . Well yuh git de dirt out of dat grave dere an ' 
yuh sprinkle it undah de doors tep in de front an ' in de back , 

where dey have tub cros s ovah all de time . An '  de evil from dat dead man will 
j is '  natchly entah dat household an ' de people dere ' ll begin tub disagree ,  an '  
fuss an ' fight , an ' event ' ly dey ' ll move away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 73) , 1574 : 1 . ]  

7558 . Jis ' like i f  dere are some neighbahs aroun' an '  yuh don '  
SUICIDE ' S  GRAVE wan ' ' em .  If yuh wan ' s ' em away from dere , dere ' s a way yuh 

kin fix it so dat dey cain ' t s tay dere , .an ' no one else - no 
one else will stay dere . I tell yuh de way yuh do dat .  Dis is whut I know . I ' m  
tellin ' yuh somepin dat I know. I ' m  not tellin ' yuh somepin dat I heard . 

Yuh go tub somebody , if  a man or woman , find out really where dere grave are . 
Don ' t  go where yuh think it is - a person dat have killed ' emself . An '  yuh go 
dere at night an ' yuh git - s tan '  wit yore face turnin ' towards de sunset , an ' 
take a han ' ful dirt j is '  off de left-han ' s ide o f  it , close up tub ' is heart , 
from de grave . An '  when yuh take dat , yuh take it an ' put it  in a place any-
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wheres undah de do ' s tep - j us ' undah somepin like de do ' step . An ' i f  yuh cain ' t 
git up [ to the step ] , j is '  throw it up . [They] j is '  go right away from dere . 
Anyhow , dey cain ' t s tay dere nor nobody else kin stay dere , unless dey know whut 
tuh do . Dere ' s  a way dat dey kin s tay dere , but dey gotta go tuh somebody dat 
know whut tuh do , how tuh break dat an ' stay in dere . An ' if dere ' s  any way yuh 
kin take away dis dus t , is goes in sompin like a powdah , pahtic ' lahly when dey 
shut dat do ' . Dey closes da t  do ' .  Dat all in dere face . Dey cain ' t stay dere 
an ' nobody else kin s tay dere . [Norfolk ,  Va . , (472) , 481 : 5 . ] 

7559 . Ah nevah heerd nuthin ' bout de bo ' d ,  but ah heered now when yuh go tuh 
git dis dirt , yuh have tuh carry three pennies .  All right , yuh go dere an ' yuh 

have dem three pennies in yore han ' an ' yuh reach right down . 
SINNER ' S GRAVE It  have tuh b e  somebody dat don '  have religion - some sinnah . 

Yuh take dese pennies an ' put ' em  r ight down in dis grave an ' 
leave de pennies an ' pick up de dirt . 

(Then you use the dirt ? )  
Den yuh git d e  dirt . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2515 : 17 . ] 
7560 . Dey kin take graveyard dus t an ' sprinkle it aroun ' yore home an ' dat 

will break up yuh an ' yore husb an ' . See , dat will make confusion in yore home , 
but yuh have tuh gi t i t  o f f  a sinnah ' s grave • .  [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 78 3 ) , 108 6 : 7 . ] 

7561 . Go tuh de cemetery an ' gi t graveyard dirt from a sinnah ' s grave an ' 
put it  in de cornahs o f  de hous e - in de cornahs o f  j is '  one room , front room, 
where people penetrate mo ' .  An '  dere mind will be so stirred up - well , dey 
j is '  have tuh go . 

(They couldn ' t s tay in there . )  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1206) , 2038 : 11 . ] 
7 56 2 .  (How do they do that ? )  
See , dey ' ll go t uh  de graveyard an ' dey ' ll git some dirt from a new grave -

it  mus t be a new grave from a s inful person , a person dat nevah prayed none . 
Dey ' ll go an ' git dat dirt off  dat grave , out of  de grave

SINNER' S GRAVE - NEW yard . Den dey ' ll take dat dirt an ' dey ' ll put it in a 
box , dey will leave dat dirt s tay dere fo ' two or three 

days . An '  den dey ' ll sprinkle dat dirt wit s tuff all aroun ' yore house , an ' dat 
will make yuh di�agree , an ' put yuh in de wor s t  kind of luck . [New Orleans , La . , 
(834) , 1255 : 1 . ] 

7 56 3 .  [ The two following left-foot ri tes I will keep together , because they 
are related and were given by the same informant at the s ame time : ] 

[Firs t rite : ] Yuh take an ' go tuh de graveyard an 1 if  yuh wan ' s run ' em away , 
an ' dig - a s innah die , aftah nine days , aftah he ' s  daid nine days - take an ' dig 

elbow deep at ' i s lef ' foot . Git choo some grave
SINNER' S GRAVE AFTER 9 DAYS yard dirt , put two down , then bring i t  [ to ]  yore 

hous e . Sprinkle it all de way roun ' yore house , 
in de fo ' cornahs in de room .  An ' when he go out de do ' , sprinkle some behin ' 
' im an ' he cain ' t come back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (194) , 99 : 5 . ] 

7 564 . [Seaond rite : ]  I heard mama ,  she told me ,  she say : if a sinnah die 
an ' yuh wan ' ' em [ someone in house]  tub leave home , yuh go tuh de graveyard an ' 
yuh dig down elbow deep at de sinnah ' s lef ' foot . An '  yuh git a han ' ful o f  
graveyard dirt . An '  yuh place two pennahs down at de lef ' foot where yuh git 
de dir t from. Leave dat money right dere an ' covah i t  up . An '  den yuh bring 
it back tub dere hous e an ' sprinkle it all de way roun ' [ circle ] dere house . 
An '  den dey ' ll leave home . An '  whut is lef ' , yuh take an ' t ie it  up in a han ' 
che f o '  rag . Take i t  tuh a creek o f  runnin ' watah , throw i t  in dere , an ' dey ' ll 
nevah s top walkin ' . [Wilmington , N.  Car . , (194) , 99 : 2 . ] 

7565 . If yuh livin ' here an ' ah don ' t want yuh here - perhaps ah wanted de 
house mahself , ah go dere an '  git dat dirt o ffen an old sinnahs '  grave , take dat 
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tirt an '  pass yore do ' ,  an ' throw it up in dere an ' say , " I  hope yuh will go , "  
an ' speak evil o f  yuh . De nex ' day mawnin ' yuh ' ll git up 

OLD SINNER ' S GRAVE an ' sweep de dir t  on out . Yuh go out dere an '  take yore 
broom an ' sweep i t  on away . De nex ' thing yuh know. yuh' ll 

be mavin ' . [Newport News , Va . , (480) , 502 : 1 . ] 
7566 . Ah heard dey say yuh go tub a graveyard an ' git de dirt o f fa sinnah

.an ' s grave or a s innah-woman ' s  grave - a single sinnah , dem whut ain ' t  married • 
o ffa dere grave . An '  bring it 

GRAVE OF UNMARRIED S INNER-MAN OR SINNER-WOMAN an ' sprinkle it roun '  yore house 
or put it roun ' dere do ' s tep or 

sompin . An '  dey says dat ' ll take it o f f  yuh . Ah ' ve heard dat .  
(Take what off ? )  
Jis ' lak i f  yuh - whut did yuh ast me ? 
[ If somebody were triaking you or something. If somebody was trying to give 

you bad luck . ) 
Dat would remove it . 
(This would take that spell off ? )  
Yes s ir .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1094) , 1763 : 11 . ] 
756 7 . Dat kin cuz a whole latta confusion in de hous e , by takin ' graveyard 

dirt ,  red peppah , an ' if he died - fo ' ins tance if de man is a gamb lin ' man , a 
.an dat swear al l about chew choo , see de baddah de fella act durin ' de t ime he 

wuz livin ' , de worsah it will make de people act , yuh undah-
GAKBLER ' S GRAVE s tan ' , dat chew use it on . If yuh take graveyard dirt from a 

chris tian person dat died , yuh undahs tan ' , i t  won ' do anythin ' 
becuz dat ' s  a good spiri t . I t ' s de evil spirit , de man dat d ied , yuh undah
s tan ' , dat b een a gamblah or a dunkard dataway . Dey say de way he act when he 
vuz livin ' , de same dat dirt would taken effect , yuh undahstan ' . Takin ' dat 
sraveyard [ dirt ] an ' de red peppah an ' black pepp ah an' sprinkle ·it in de house 
�ywhere - dat dirt is dry yuh see - dat will cuz confus ion in de house wit de 
.an an' ' is wife . [New Orleans , La . , (1560 ) , 2 853 : 9 . ] 

756 8 .  Graveyard dirt , dat cuz fus s .  See ,  like a man would die an ' he ' s  b een 
a gambler , unde�ortd man , all his l ife . An ' if he ' ll die an '  a fellah is accus
�d tuh gamb lin ' ,  he ' ll go dere at twelve a ' clo ck at night , take his pocket
kni fe an ' git some of dat dirt , put it in ' is pocket wit John de Conkah , an ' go 
� any place an ' ' is luck change same as day an '  night . 

Now , IF YUH WAN ' ANY "FUSS" OUTA DE GRAVEYARD DIRT ,  yuh will get de same . 
(That ' s  - wait a minute .  That ' s  for gambling luck? ) 
Dat ' s fo ' gamb lin '  luck . 
(Now - what else now?) 
I f  yuh wan ' any fuss , yuh will take dat graveyard dirt aftah it is dry . Yuh 

cain ' t do it wit i t  wet - very dry s o  it  kin b e  a powdah . Put dat pod o f  red 
peepah ,  hot as yuh kin git it , mix i t  up tub a powdah . Come intuh a person ' s  
� an ' durin ' de time yuh b e  in dere , sprinkle i t  in dat .  S ee . An '  it will 
c.z prackly [pra c t i cally ]  a kil lin ' s c rap e in d ere ' fore de week is end . [New 
tkleans , La . , (879 ) , 1446 : 8 . ] 

7569 . A man dat were a playah o f  cards , sich as dat . 
(Go to his grave ? )  
Yeah , go tub ' is grave an ' take a little of ' is dry sand , yuh know , off  de 

srave an ' put it in yore lef ' -han ' hip pocket , an ' yuh be lucky , dey cla im ,  de 
balance o f  yore days , long as yuh carry dat . Co ' se yuh have tub take i t , yuh 
kaow, an ' sew it up in a litt le piece o f  cloth where , yuh know , i t  won '  git away 
from yuh. Dey claim dat ' s awful lucky tuh yuh . 

(For what purpose would i t  be lucky ? )  
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Well , prack ' ly [practically ] ,  yuh might say ,  card playin ' an ' like dat . [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 80) , 1589 : 7 . ] 

7570 . Dey go tuh de cemetery - now lis ten ,  accordin ' tuh de Bible , some 
people believe dey got a God an ' s ome don ' t .  Well de man or woman dat die dat 
don ' b elieve dey got a God [ is ] an ' infidn [ infidel ] . Or a man dat gambles 

prak ' ly [prac tically ] all ' is life , an ' he dies , dey figure dat 
INFIDEL ' S  GRAVE he is gone tuh hell . He don ' dwell where de good dwells at , 

see . Well ,  dey go up at twelve a ' clock at night an '  take a 
knife an ' take some o f  dat mud , see . Dey t ake dat mud , dey bring it on back an '  
dey leave i t  dry well . Dey git some ho t  red peppah , dey mix dat up tuhgethah , 
an ' if dey wan ' a dis turb here , dey j is '  sprinkle dat here . An ' de two parties , 
ah guarantee dey won ' t be tuhgethah long . [New Orleans , La . , (816) , 1155 : 1 . ] 

7 5 7 1 . Now , if dere ' s anythin ' done dat gon ' a  run in yore mind , or j is ' [ any
thing done ] tuh yo re home , [ or ]  ef  somebody gits yuh [hoodoo s  you] tuh keep yuh 
from a j ob . Which an ' why , yuh j is '  use yore method der e .  If a man know how 

tuh do - a spiritua L  man , yuh kin . Yuh have tuh do 
RELIGIOUS PERSON ' S  GRAVE i t .  Yuh take a penny an ' goes tuh work an ' yuh take 

dat p enny an ' yuh put i t  in de middle of  de grave . 
Dat in case of  emergency if de person , yo ' know or not , is a religious person 
died . Yo ' undahstan ' , dey know who dat is . Well , dey give ' em a penny an '  dey 
takes some dirt . ' Fore dey takes dat dirt , which an ' why , dat will make an evil 
spirit follow yuh , becuz yuh got somepin belongs tuh ' im . Now , dey gi t  in aroun ' 
yore home , it  will always keep a confus ion an ' make a separation . 

Now , yo ' ll have tuh be aroun ' an ' take de method wit a good man . Wit a spirit
uaL man , he mee t  de spiri t . He kin set home an ' when de spirits come , yuh know 
what time tuh meet ' im, an '  yuh kin cure ' im ,  i f  it ' s  no t too long [ too far gone] . 

[ Informant says , IF YOU ARE HOODOOED , A SPIRITUAL � WOULD KNOW WHAT TO DO . 
You mus t  pay for graveyard dirt , o therwise the spirit will follow you , evil or 
good ,  depending upon who is buried there . A SPIRITUAL � (USUALLY A PERSON 
WORKING LARGELY WITH SPIRITS )  can sit at home and wait for the coming of  a good
man spirit and use it  for curing , i f  the sick or hoodooed pat ient is not too far 

gone . ] [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (542) , 671 : 3 . ] 
GOOD PERSON ' S  GRAVE 7 5 72 .  Yuh go tuh de graveyard an ' yuh git dis dirt from a 

good person ' s  grave , if yuh want peace in yore home . An ' 
take dat an ' place it - j is ' sprinkle it roun ' in de home . An '  when yuh sprinkle 
it roun ' in de house , well den yuh goes tuh work an ' yuh find peace in dere . 

[ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  (1362) , 2402 : 9 . ] 
CHRISTIAN ' S  GRAVE 7 5 7 3 .  Take some of  dere hair an ' yuh carry i t  an ' bury it 

right ' side somebody yuh know . An '  make yore wish whethah 
yuh wan ' ' em tuh s tay or leave . Dey ' d  have tuh leave , dey couldn ' t  stay [ if you 
wished them to leave ] . 

(Where would you bury that hair ? ) 
Yuh bury it right de s ide of  a christian , yuh know , right at de haid . 
(Somebody ' s grave. )  [ Flor�nce , S .  Car . , (1318) , 2263 : 1 . ] 
7574 . Yuh go tuh de Cath ' lic graveyard an ' reach down in dere - d ig down in 

dere an ' git chew some of dat dirt offa down on de breas t . 
(A woman ' s ? )  

CATHOLI C ' S  GRAVE Don ' t make no diff ' rence but i t ' s  got ' a b e  a Cath ' lic grave , 
an ' yuh gi t dat dir t .  An '  when yuh git dat dirt , yuh g it chew 

some o f  dese gourd s eeds - green seeds . An '  yuh git chew dem green gourd seeds , 
an ' den yuh gi t chew s ome red peppah an ' git chew nine grains out dat red peppah 
yuh know , dose pods yuh know . Git nine grains an ' roll it tuh yuh an' put it in 
dere . Well , den when yuh do dat yuh go tuh a - yuh know , gi t a good bit  o f  it , 
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yuh go tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' yuh sprinkle a little bit of dat in de fo ' k  
of de road . Go dere fo ' de third day , but chew ' ve got ' a  do it in de night an ' 
call dos e party ' s  name . Call dere name an ' dey will return . [Mobile , Ala. , 
(656) , 941 : 5 . ] 

7575 . Well ,  j is '  like yuh had two wimmens an ' wanted ' em bo th tuh sit along , 
wanted ' em tuh live in de house tuhgethah . Well , yuh go tuh a graveyard where a 
young baby is  buried an ' j is '  run yore han ' down dere an ' git some dirt o ff ' is 
haid . Come b ack an ' sprinkle it  aroun ' yore house evah nine mawnin ' s ,  an 1  dat -
dat 1 1 1 make peace . Dey will git along . 

(What do you mean by having two women in one house and want them 
BABY ' S  GRAVE to get along? ) 

If  yuh have two of  ' em , j is '  wan ' ' em tuh gi t along . I f  dey stay 
in a separate house it ' ll be all right , but yuh know yuh have tub sprinkle it 
aroun'  both houses . 

(I  s ee . ) 
Yuh could put ' em in de hous e tuhgethah if  yuh use dis dirt . 
(You mean the two women? ) 
Yes . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 538) , 1009 : 6 . ] 
7576 . Git dirt outa a baby grave an ' yuh sprinkle it in yore room. Dat ' ll 

keep peace in dere .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (958) , 154 1 : 6 . ] 
7 57 7 .  (To keep the law away , you take this same d irt and instead of throwing 

i t  into the house . )  
[ I  am repeat ing what informant had said while recording machine was turned 

off . ] 
See , when yuh throw it intuh yore house , dat ' s  fo ' yore luck . Dat ' s bringin ' 

all de peoples tub yuh . Dat ' s  tuh make yore bus iness  b ig .  An ' when yuh git 
ready tub keep de law away , yuh go roun ' yore house in de mawnin '  between eight 
an ' nine a 1 clock an ' yuh draws yuh a cross an 1 makes yore wishes , tell it whut 
chew want . 

(Where do you draw the cross? ) 
At each do ' ' fore dey kin come in. Well ,  dey might come out dere but dey 

nevah come s ovah dere . ·Put it tub yore front do ' an ' yuh put det down in de 
cross j is '  lak dat an ' dey won' t come in . 

(You put this dirt down in the cross ? )  
D e  dirt , sulphur - graveyard dirt an ' yore table salt . 
(Graveyard [ dirt ] from the infant ' s  grave . )  
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1423) , 2567 : 7 . ]  
7578 . Ndw , I ' ve heard dat tuh be a positive fact . Now , dey say dat if  yuh 

go tuh - if dere ' s  a woman dat yuh like . An '  if  yuh cro s s  de watah an ' yuh go 
tuh de graveyard ,  an ' git some dirt of fen infant ' s  grave - child yuh know - dey 
say i t  will effect ' er tuh come back . But if yuh git it off a murdahah ' s  grave , 
why she ' ll go furthah . 

(I  don ' t quite unders tand what you said . If  it ' s  a woman you like , you cross 
water and get this dirt ? ) 

He ain ' t  got ' a  cross watah . She ' s acros s  watah . Yuh git de dirt an '  send it 
in a lettah . 

[ This violates an ancient rule , a spirit cannot cros s  wat er ! Is mailed in a 
letter an exception? ] 

(Oh , I see . ) 
Yes . 
(You ' ve got to get it from an infant ' s  grave to bring her back , but if you 

get the dirt from a murderer ' s  grave , then what ? )  
Dat drives ' er furthah . 
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(Oh , I see - it drives her farther . )  [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (441) , 412 : 1 . ] 
7 57 9 .  Wal ,  if yuh wan ' a j ob o f  any kin ' , yuh git a dirt dauber an ' go tuh 

a baby ' s  grave in de cemetery an ' reach yore han ' down in dat s ame direction . 
An '  i f  yuh wan ' a j ob anywhere , yuh mix dat same dirt - de d irt dauber ' s  nest  
wit de o thah dirt . An' go [ sprinkle it ] in  front of de place roun '  de of fice 
where de boss got ' a  go in , an ' j is '  say , "Lit tle Bab y ,  In de Name of de FathahJ 
Son an ' Ho Zy Ghost , give me mah j ob b ack . "  An ' dey ' ll give i t  tuh yuh . 
[Brunswick , Ga. , (1223) , 2579 : 10 . ] 

7580 . Ah heard dat chew kin take a dirt daub er nes t an ' some graveyard dirt 
from a li ttle baby, if yuh know it , an '  mix it  toge thah an ' put it somewher e 
' bout dere b ed or in de cornah some hidden place , an '  de baby terrify yuh an '  
cry s o  - de spirit will - dat yuh will leave out de room . 

(That i s  to make you move . ) [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1365) , 2411 : 9 . ] 
7581 . Git graveyard dir t ,  yuh know , an '  dig tuh yore elbow on de left side -

not on de  righ t .  On de le ft side dig tuh yore elbow an 1 af tah yuh git tuh yore 
elbow , den yuh git whut chew want outa dere . An ' git a bran ' -new box of  peppah , 
red ground pepVah whut peoples puts in somepin , yuh know , tuh put on de barbecue . 
An '  git a bran -new box of  salt an ' mix all dat tuhgethah . If  yuh wan ' a  person 
tuh move , yuh could throw dat on dere house , or up on de house , or carry it  in 
de house , j is ' one time . An' den yuh kin take an ' git chew NINE ROCKS OFF A 
LIL ' BABY ' S GRAVE j is '  s o ' s it not no ten or ' leven yeahs ole chile - a lil ' 
small baby . Git chew nine rocks offa dat dere grave - an ' dis is true ' cuz ah 
have t ried dis mahself - an ' take it , take dem nine rocks , an ' if ah want s ome
body [ to ]  move , ah kin throw it ovah dere windah [window] up ovah de po ' ch ,  j is '  
anywhere , j is '  s ince ah hits dat house ovah dere windah . Ah don ' t care ' bout de 
o thah family , dey ' ll be dere [ in the house ] . J is ' whoevah ah want moved from 
� [will be moved ] . An ' take dem baby rock an '  throw ' em  der e .  Go lak tub
night , an ' tuhmorrah night ah go again , t ill de nine nights run out , an' ah 
call ' em by dere name , an ' dey ' ll leave .  

(You throw one rock each night? )  
Each night . Dat ' s  true ' cuz ah ' ve done dat . An '  dis graveyard dirt is true 

too . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1424 ) , 2569 : 8 . ] 
7 58 2 .  Take broom straws an ' some dirt on a baby [ grave ]  whut didn ' t nevah 

cry , an ' some parch eggshell an '  put ' em up on a person ' s  do ' steps . An ' dey 
say it  will make ' em  lame in dey laigs . 

GRAVE OF BABY WHO NEVER CRIED (You take the brooms traw? ) 
Yuh take de broomstraws , nine of ' em from de 

large part of de broom , an ' eggshell , parch ' em , an ' t ake-sQme graveyard dirt , 
an ' di s  person in de hollah of  dey [ foo t ]  track , an ' mix it up . An ' dey s ay dat 
makes ' em lame . Makes yuh laig bothah yo ' .  

(What about this baby that never cried? ) 
Yuh git some dirt offa de baby ' s grave whut nevah cried - yuh know , whut born 

daid or somepin . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1425 ) , 257 1 : 6 . ] 
758 3 .  Dey say if yuh got a enemy aroun '  yuh , yuh know , dat yuh wan ' a drive 

away from yuh go to de graveyard tuh a child grave . Yuh goes like dat an ' run 
yer han ' down in dere up tuh yer elbow an ' come out wit a han ' ful 

CHILD ' S  GRAVE of dirt - j is '  like dat [ demonstrates] . Go tuh dis person house . 
Yuh kin go all aroun ' [ circumambulate ] his house an ' scat tah 

dirt [ also ] acros t de s teps , yo ' know. Yuh make him den tuh have a great fuss , 
an ' dey gone . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (288) , 205 : 1 . ] 

GRAVE OF A 12 YEAR OLD CHILD 7584 . Well , ah knows dis to  be did . Why dey ' d  go 
tuh work an '  dey ' d  go an ' fin ' where dere ' s  s ome

body bur ied , a young person dat is twelve yeahs old . An ' dey ' d  take a can , yuh 



know. 
(A cane? ) 
A cane . 
(Yes?) 
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An '  bo ' [bore ] dis cane through an ' through . 
(You mean sugar cane?) 

3311 

No sir , a cane whut grows in de groun' - what yuh fish wit , yuh see. Don't 
have tuh be a fishin' cane , but it have tuh be a certain s ize fo' tuh git de dirt 
yuh know. 

[This is probably the aane-Peed or southern aane, common names for �nari 
�Posperma, a tall grass native to wet ground from Virginia to the Gulf States.] 

(I see.) 
From right off de haid o f  dat corpse ,  see . Dey drive dat [hollow cane] � 

tuh de bot tom of dat grave. [This is a slight exaggeration; a foot would be a 
good tPiak.] An' dey gits dat dir t .  Well , dey take dat dirt an ' dey will loosen 
it in dat cane enough tuh throw it  across  de house . Well , aftah dey do dat , well 
dey ' ll git a egg den . An '  dey ' ll bust da t egg at de bot tom of yore steps, an' 
bury de hulls [ shell ] .  An' den yuh ' ll git in a axe so dat yuh can ' t  s tay dere 
yuh won ' t stay dere . Yore min ' will be always tuh go . Yuh' ll go leave dere . 
Ah' ve knowed sich as dat tuh be did . Ah lived by some ole people dat used tuh 
do sich things as dat . People used tuh come tuh ' em tuh do s ich things as dat . 

(You say you are living by them now?) 
No , s ir ,  ah ain ' t livin ' by dem now ,  b ut ah used tuh live by them. 
(Oh , I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , (75 7 ) , 1937 : 5 . ]  
7585 . [This rite should b e  classified under candles , but graveyard dirt from 

a woman ' s grave is so rare I prefer to place it here. Our rite comes from an 
e�aeZ Zent professional worker whose  cylinders 

WOMAN'S GRAVE - A CANDLE RITE were missed by my transcriber. Later I made 
notes from them. Here is the present note: to 

keep woman - dirt from woman ' s  grave - scrape a little from top - take home -
light 2 black candles - set under bed where she [ [woman who left home ] ] has been 
sleeping - put graveyard dust and sprinkle a ring [ [ of  i t ] ] around candles - and 
a piece of her clo thes and lay where she sleep s  - turn mattress up and lay the 
clothes on springs on a paper - take Bible and say prayers and read Bible - when 
candles go out she ' ll come home . ] [ Memphis ,  Tenn. , (967), 1564 (1569?):1.] 

(c) •  TIME FOR TAKING GRAVEYARD DIRT 

7586. Now , it ' s  no special time tuh entah dis graveyard tuh git  d is dus'. 
Yuh kin b e  walkin' roun' de cemetery an '  perten ' [ pretend ] yuh be lookin ' ovah 
yore belove' ones dat gone tuh res t . Now, in passin '  yuh git chew a han ' ful of 

it  an' yuh go on.  An' yuh an ' yore wife or 
60 SP.gCIAL TIME • • •  TUH GIT DIS DUS' yore lady fren '  - somebody lak dat- if it ' s  

quarrelin ' [ or ]  yuh may have caught 'er 
wrong . Yuh don ' wanta kill ' er ,  dat ' s  gon ' a put chew in trouble . Yuh j is '  wanta 
lit rid of ' er.  Yuh ' ll take dat dus ' �n ' when she go tuh bed at night an' dere ' s  
'er shoes , a pair of shoes dat she wears mo' den o thahs . Yuh j is '  sprinkle dat 
dus' in dose shoes. Quite natchel [natural ] by sprinklin ' dat dus '  in dere, 
she ' s  gonna pesspire [ perspire] in ' er feet. Jis ' lak yuh or ah would pesspire 
andah de arm or on de haid, our po ' s  [ pores] would be open. If it  wusn 't  dat , 
we wouldn ' t  nevah ketch a cold , yuh know. De dus ' will dissolve j is '  lak a 
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aspirin . Well ,  when dat dissolve, her po ' s will be open an' 'er feet  is right 
nex ' tub dat - might as well say dat. See , dat [ is a] lit tle silk s tockin ' . 
See , it  may b e  a pair o f  bedroom slippahs she may have on. Dat ' ll git right on 
intuh 'er po ' s  an ' ' er p o ' s will close  up wit dat in dere . An '  she ' ll jis ' 
withah away j is '  lak anythin ' else - jis ' leave [ this world] . [Algiers , La . , 
(1581) , 2 918:1 . ]  

7587. Go tub a graveyard at nine a ' clock 
[ a  grave on ] de no ' th side of de graveyard . 
where it ' s  a woman dat got a husban '  an ' yuh 

9 O ' CLOCK AT NIGHT - NORTH SIDE OF GRAVEYARD 

[ at night ] an ' git dat dirt out of 
An' carry it tub a person ' s house 
wan ' dat husban ' . Yuh git some of 

yore frien ' s  tub take dat d irt 
dere . An ' if she kin git in wit 
[ become friendly with] dis woman 

in de house an ' git a chance tub sprinkle a little of it roun' ' er baid, roun ' 
in de house, so she ' ll have tuh walk ovah it , dis woman , dis man ' s  wife , will 
dwindle away an ' die .  Den yo ' have de opportunity of gittin ' ' er man. [Memphis , 
Tenn. , (1541) , 2787 :11. ]  

7588 . P eople say dat if yuh be' s in tough luck an ' haven ' t  go t a success , go 
[to ] de graveyard at de midnight hour an ' git some graveyard dirt , an' put it in 

little bitta sacks - little bitta ones - an' weah it roun ' yore wais'. 
MIDNIGHT An ' from time tub t ime yuh will be mo ' successful dan yuh would if yuh 

didn ' t do it. [Midnight is the usual time - see following rite and 
elsewhere . ] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (982 ),  1590 : 2 . ] 

7589. At twelve a ' clock at night yuh git graveyard dirt , yuh see . An '  git 
graveyard dirt . Dat's mos ' ly [mos tly ] fer harmin', dat's fer nuthin good. Yuh 
go dere at twelve a ' clo ck at night, but not when de moon ' s shinin ' . Yuh go dere 

MIDNIGHT - NO MOON SHINING 

on a dark night . An ' yuh take dat  graveyard dirt. 
If yuh j is '  wan ' a person in bad luck , yuh j is ' take 
graveyard dirt an' throw it at a person - strictly 

wit'out anythin ' else . I t ' s strictly bad luck . Dey'll nevah be successful in 
nuthin dey undahtake tub do. Anythin ' dey undahtake tuh do, dey won ' t  be suc
cess ful - be disappointed . [New Orleans , La., ( 866), 1403:2. ] 

7590 . Git dat dirt - go tuh de graveyard .  Well , yuh takes a new grave , kinda 
new , about say a week old. An' dey goes - goes down tuh de haidbo ' d ,  de haidbo 'd 

JIS' BEFO' DE MOON CHANGE - NEW GRAVE 
3 INGREDIENTS: HEADBOARD DIRT - HAIR - CLOTHES 

of de grave , an ' dey get dat 
d irt. Well , dey gits some of 
yore hair an ' some of yore gar
ments [ 3  ingredients ] an ' dey 

take dat an '  put it where yuh have tuh walk over it . An ' by changin ' - do ' s  dat , 
do it  j is '  befo ' de moon change . When de moon changes, de spell b e  comin ' on yuh . 
Well, den i t  come tub gittin' wuse [worse ] an '  wuse, an ' yuh ' ll git so cain ' t no
body do anythin ' wit chew an ' yuh jis ' r.o crazy - die off from it . [ Vicksburg , 
Mis s . , (743) , 1012:13 . ]  

759 1 .  If she war•. ' a run aroun ' , well sf>.-.' 11 take an ' go tub d e  cemetery o n  a 
new moon an ' git dirt offa innocent ' s  grave , an' take sulphur an ' take table 
salt - nine spoons of table salt . An' as she go out [leaves the house] go intuh 

NEW MOON 
INNOCENT ' S GRAVE - SULPHUR - 9 TABLESPOONS OF SALT 

3 INGREDIENTS - 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

Yuh know, go out de house. He ain ' t  gon ' a come out 
(What does she do this for? )  

d e  room an' throw it in de 
room ;  an ' [ as ]  she go out 
de do ' [ door ] throw it In de 
Name of de Fathah� de Son an '  
in de Holy Ghost, an ' go on . 

[the door after her ] . 

Jis ' lak she come in at night - yuh know , lak she goin ' out , an ' she goin ' 
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out tuh be  out at night an ' she don ' wan ' ' im tuh come out tuh look fo' her. 
Well, she git it fresh . She go dere on de new moon. 

(She does this so that he won ' t  bother her while she goes out at�?) 
Go anywhere she wants . [Fayetteville, N. Car . , (1423), 2563:2.] 

3313 

7592. Ah ' ve heard dat on de new moon dat chew kin go tuh de graveyard, i£ a 
person died wit a certain disease , perhaps tuberculosis , yuh kin git de dirt froa 
roun ' de grave an ' possibly plant it in someone an ' dey ' ll git de diaeaae. 

(How would JOU p� 
NEW MOON: DISEASE OF DEAD TRANSFERRED TO DIRT AND VICT IM it on this person?) 

Yuh kin possibly pat 
it in dere clothin ' , or  poss ibly roun ' any obj ect dat dey will put dere ban's on. 
[St . P etersburg , Fla . , (1005), 1620:5.] 

7593. (To bring in customer s . )  
Yo ' use de dead man an ' de way dey mix it , yo ' mix it wit de clay taken fro. a 

fresh grave at de full of de moon . Mix de clay an ' sulphur an ' red peppah an' 
bury it undah de foot 

FULL MOON - D IRT FROM FRESH GRAVE - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR of de step , an ' it 
use ' ly br ings in per
sons . [ Sumter , S.Car., 
(1342), 2323 : 8 . ] 

ONE A 'CLOCK IN DE NIGHT 7594. Ah heard dat 
chew could go tuh de 

graveyard . Yuh have tuh go at one a ' clo ck in de night tuh git graveyard dirt. 
An' yuh git de d irt , graveyard dirt, an' yuh bring it back an ' yuh sprinkle dat 
dirt on people ' s po ' ch, anybody ' s  po'ch , an' make ' em  move . [Memphis, Tenn . , 
(1549) ' 2816: 1 .  1 

7595. Go tuh de graveyard roun ' ' b out fo ' clock in de mawnin '  an ' buy a 
penny ' s worth of graveyard dirt . An '  come back an ' sprinkle it roun ' de house , 
all roun ' , an ' sweep off de do'step b ehin ' 'tm. Dat will move ' em  ['em ,  'fm and 

4 0 1 CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
' um are usually the same meaning. Sweeping graveyard 
dirt is both an uncommon and dangerous rite . The wo
man here , who want s to r id herself of an unwelcome 

roomer or friend, sprinkles graveyard dirt about the house outside, leaving her
self a dirtles s  entry. Coming indoors she closes the dirtless entry , the door
step, with graveyard dirt. She is a prisoner in her own home! But , as  soon as 
he walks over the dirt , entering or leaving , she sweeps it away. The spirit in 
graveyard dirt , not liking to be  swept by a dirty broom ,  flees back to the grave
yard; the man , having crossed the dirt, must go away forever; and the woman, now 
t.mune from the graveyard-dirt spirit , is free - for another roomer or friend.] 

(How much dirt do you get from the graveyard?) 
Penny ' s worth.  
(How much would that be? ) 
Dat be - uh two ounces .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1471), 2652:19.] 
7596. Hear ' d  'em says graveyard dirt at fo ' ' clock, if yo ' go dere . Jes' 1ak 

yo' - now yo' [ the boss] got a job an ' ah wanta git mo ' salary . Ah might ast fo' 

4 A.M. - ELBOW DEEP - DIRT FROM CENTER OF GRAVE 
WEAR TO MAKE BOS S  RAISE YOUR WAGES 

mo ' salary an' yo ' make out lak 
yo' don ' wanta give it tuh me. 

An ' yo ' s  de boss. An' if ah kin 
g it - co'se ah do' [don't] nevah 

do dat - an ' run yore arms down jes ' as fur as yo ' kin. It don' make any d iff'r
eace - some folks say dey be gun folks [ evil person who carried a gun], but it 
4Ga' make any diff ' rence . Yo ' run yore han's down j es '  as fur as yo ' kin reach 
1ak dat down in de middle of de grave , from de haid tuh ' bout de middle of de 
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grave an ' git it. An ' git  some of dat on ' im [ the boss] somehow a [or] 'nothah , 
why den he mo ' 'en apt tuh raise yo ' pay an '  yo '  all be good friends. [ Brunswick , 
Ga. , ( 118 3 ) ,  1996: 5 . ] 

759 7 . Dey kin do mos ' anythin ' wit it,  such as hurtin' a person . Yuh kin 
take graveyard dirt an' yuh kin cuz a person tuh - if yuh don ' wan' 'im tuh stay 
dere - yuh kin cuz ' im tuh move tuh dif f ' ren ' o thah places . But yuh mus' go tuh 

BEFORE SUNRISE - THROW IN DIRECTION VICTIM LIVES - BIBLE 
de graveyard soon in 
de morning befo ' de 
risin ' of de sun, an ' 

git de dirt an ' cast it  in de direction dat de person lives . An' if yuh cast it  
in de direction dat de individual live , why - an ' say some port ion o f  de Bible , 
some po ' tion [ portion] of it. Den he will move immediately. 

(Did you say any portion or any particular portion?) 
Jes' any po ' t ion o f  de Bible - don ' make any diff ' rence, jis' any po't ion o f  

d e  Bible tuh drive away mos '  anythin ' wit graveyard dirt . [Vicksburg, Miss. ,  
( 7 7 3) , 1 061 : 1 . ] 

759 8. Dere ' s lotsa people always say dat if  yuh go tuh de graveyard ' long 
about - well, ' fo' [b efore ] day in de mawnin ' an ' dig down r ight abou t de heart 

BEFORE SUNRISE - DIRT FROM NEAR HEART 
o f  de pers on, right about de breas t o f  
de person, dig down way down deep intuh 
de grave an' git de graveyard d ir t , no 

doubt , an' put i t  in yore shoes or wrap it  in a rag an ' tote it in yore pocket, 
dey always say - dat anothah sayin ' - dat is good luck fo ' gamblin '  also. [ St .  
Petersburg , Fla . ,  (983 ),  1 59 0 : 4 . ] 

759 9 . ' Fore sunrise in de mawnin ' yo ' 
ny an ' put it in de centah o f  dat grave . 

kin go tuh de graveyard an ' take a pen
An' run yore han ' down dere an ' take up 

BEFORE SUNRISE - PENNY IN CENTER OF GRAVE 
some of  dat d irt , In de 
Name of de Fathah, de 
Son an' de HoZy Ghost. 
An ' yo ' kin bring i t  
back tuh dat person 

TAKE DIRT IN THREE HIGHEST NAMES - SPRINKLE AT 

VICTIM1S HOUSE IN THREE HIGHEST NAMES - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

house dat chew wanta run away, an' sprinkle it all roun ' dere house , In de Name 
of de Fathah, Son an' HoZy Ghost, an ' dash it  an ' don ' t look back. 

(That will run them away?) 
Dat'll run ' em away. [Florence ,  s. Car . ,  (1308), 2 212:8 . ] 
7 600 . Dey say - some dey buy thin' s tuh make yuh move . Some, dey go in de 

graveyard an ' git thin ' s tuh make yuh move . Yuh supposed tuh go in de grave 

TWELVE NOON - DIRT NEAR HEART 
SALT - NAME - 2 OR 3 PENNIES 

yard - now dis i s  one ah ' m  gona tell yuh . Yuh 
supposed tuh go in de graveyard at noon of de 
day , reach down intuh de bosom [ o f ]  any grave 
dat chew kin reach down, an ' git a han ' ful of 

dirt down tuh which yuh think would be tuh de body of dat person , or neahest 
[nearest ] dere heart as yuh could git . Yuh take dat dirt out , den yuh put in 
two or three pennies . Tell dem dat chew didn ' t come tuh beg nor tuh borrah [bor
row] yore way , but chew payin '  yore way tuh make such an ' such a party move - put 
' em tuh mavin ' . Den yuh place dose pennies in dere an' shut dat hole up . Yuh 
take dat dirt an' take it home. Put some salt wit dat dirt an ' de name of  de 
party an ' sprinkle it wherevah dat p erson i s .  Dey tell me dat dey can ' t stay 
dere . [Mobile, Ala . , (668) , 882 : 1 . ] 

7601. [Among the many graveyard-dirt rites in Hoodoo, here we have a rare 
and unusual one , my only example of it - see my comment at the end of rite . ]  

When yuh go tuh de graveyard in de aftahnoon tuh git dis dirt , yuh have tuh go 
at sundown ,  see. An' when yuh go at sundown, yuh have tuh git middleways of  d is 
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person. [Middleways is the center or fifth point of the four-pointed or four
cornered grave, which makes a quincunx . ] Git dis dirt an' yuh put a nickel [or] 

SUNDOWN - MIDDLEWAYS [ CENTER] OF GRAVE [QUINCUNX ] 
NICKEL OR DIME - CIRCUMAMBULATION OF HOUSE 
LEAVE CIRCUMAMBULATION CIRCLE WALKING SIDEWAYS 

dime down. An' when yuh put 
de nickel dawn dere yuh git 
de dirt, yuh payin • 'e. fo' 
de dirt . An 1 if yuh vanta 
run anybody away, yuh gf.t dis 

dirt an ' walk on back tuh dere house .  Sprinkle dis dirt all d e  way roun' dere 
house [ the rite o f  c ircumambulation ] .  An ' aftah yuh sprinkle dis dirt all de way 
roun ' dere house, yuh turn off an ' walk sideways an ' walk on back tub de street. 
[Somewhere in Hoodoo I have explained why a person walks sideways, if he bas em
closed himself within a circle . ] An '  aftah yuh git tuh de street yuh go ha.e. 
An' den aftah yuh go home , den yuh throw some of  dis dirt roun ' yore do' an' 
dey ' ll leave. Dey can ' t  stay roun' . 

[Our informant says spPinkZe dis diPt aZZ de way Paun ' dePe [[victim ' s ]) 
house. This means the graveyard-dirt spr inkler goes completely round the house. 
Here we have a rite of circumambulation , also a circle of graveyard dirt about 
the house . As soon as the dweller within passes over the graveyard dirt , he �11 
be driven permanently from house  and perhaps town. But the sprinkler hims elf has 
troubl e .  He is inside the graveyard-dirt circle! If he walks out of the c ircle, 
crossing the dirt , he breaks his spell against the dweller; moreover, the spell 
automatically tuPns back upon the sprinkler , who now will be chased by the 
spirit! Our sprinkler solves his prob lem with a magic rite I have never recorded 
or met before . He proceeds neither forwards nor backwards ; he s idles sideways. 
If sprinkler moves forwards or backwards across the dirt , at some point of ea ch 
s tep his legs and feet pas s and are at the moment of passing in a straight line . 
In an ins tant the spir i t  pounces upon him! But if sprinkler slides his right 
foot s ideways to the right , then his left foo t sideways to the right, not letting 
left foot touch right , then legs and feet are never in a straight line .  He 
always presents to the waiting spirit only one half of  his body at each step . 
The spirit is tricked ! Why does sprinkler on reaching home sprinkle some of the 
same graveyard d irt at his own door? Graveyard dirt is a protective device 
against a possible call from departing victim and chas ing spirit . ] [ Florence, 
S. Car . , (1322), 2267 :4.] 

7602. Den it ' s  de las ' one ah know - pahtic ' ly [particularly] good , yo ' see . 
Ah wanta tell yo' s ompin whut ah done experienced mahself .  Now ,  i f  yo' goin' off 

FIRST DARK - CALL NAME 3 TIMES - ASK FOR DIRT - BREAST 
1 PENNY - SEW IN NEW CLOTH - FEED COLOGNE WEEKLY - WEAR 

anywhere an• yo ' goin' 
wit some mean folks, 
befo ' yo' go, yo ' goes -
yo ' knows people at de 

cemetery becuz mos '  any cemetery - people dat lives in a city or anywhere dey 
come tuh know somebody dat buried in a c emetery . Yo ' goes dere fiPst dark an' 
yo' carry one p enny wit chew. An' yo ' goes right tub de head of  'is grave an' 
yo' cal l ' im three time s , yo ' say ,  " S o-an ' -so, So-an ' -so , [ So-an ' -so], ah come 
fo' some of yore dust , an' ah go in ' pay yo1 fo ' it.11 S ee ,  an ' yo ' take it right 
off 1is breast right heah [ demonstrates]. 

(Right off  the middle of his breast . )  
An '  yo ' stick dat penny down an ' - stick dat penny way down fur as yo ' kin 

git it . Den yo ' take dat dirt an ' put it in whut chew wanta put it in [the 
container unimportant here] , an ' covah dat grave back up . 

(What do you do with that dirt after you get it ? )  
Yo• kin take dat dirt an '  yo' jis' kin sew it up in a red flannen or any piece 

of brand-new - yo' gotta sew it up in a brand-new p iece of cloth, not no cloth 
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dat been used . Jis ' go an ' git a nickel worth of some kinda clo th, an ' sew dat 
dirt up in dere good an' yo ' totes it . [This becomes a hand. ] An ' about once 
a week , yo '  take a lit tle b it of dis ten-cent cologne , yo ' know , an ' yo' puts 
on it [you feed it ] , an '  yo ' totes it in yore pocket . An ' yo ' kin go anywhere 
in any crowd of _mean people, dey won ' t say a word tuh yo', an ' yo' git ' long 
j is' as good as yo ' want tuh. [Brunswick, Ga . , (1249) , 2122:7.] 

9 DAYS AFTER BURIAL 
GUNPOWDER - WOODCHIPS - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

7603 . Ah say yuh kin [go] tuh de grave
yard an' git some graveyard dirt an ' gun
powdah an ' sprinkle it  roun ' dere place . 
An '  if dey git [dirt] comin' from de 

head, dat takes 'em 
brings yuh dere. 

from de house ; but if dey git it comin' tuh de house ,  dat 

(Get what coming from the head?) 
De dirt. 
(What dirt?) 
Ah say ,  tub make a person move sometime yuh goes out dere an ' git dat dirt an' 

sprinkle it roun ' wit gunpowdah . Dat makes a pers on restless an ' give 'em a mind 
tuh go , not tuh stay . 

(You said something about nine days, d idn't you? ) 
Yes, nine days aftah de party ' s buried. Yeah, nine days yuh go dere an' git 

it right out de ches t .  
Den yuh kin go dere an ' git it an' put it in a pile of chip s . Put it in a 

pile o f  [wood ] chips an' [if your victim] go dere an' rake dem chips up an' put 
' em in de fire , yuh [the victim] liable tub ketch afire an '  burn tuh dea th . 

(If someone wants to do you that harm, they sprinkle this in the chips and you 
are liable to burn . ) [Mob ile, Ala. , (67 2) , 886:5.] 

7 604 .  Yuh kin [ go ] t ub de graveyard three or nine or fifteen days aftah any
body is dead , an' git some o f  dat graveyard dust , if  yuh wanta harm anybody or 

3-9-15 DAYS AFTER DEATH - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN SQUARE HOLE 
kill ' em . Yuh dig a 
square hole [or oblong 
one, both a grave sym

boll an ' put dat dirt in it , an ' take dis little b o ' d  
den put some othah dirt on top of dat, an' dey really 

(Where do you put that dirt , this graveyard dirt?) 

an ' covah dat hole up ,  an' 
got chah. 

Well ,  yuh kin put neah tub de do' - tuh de front do ' ,  or tub de back do', or 
any de alley [gallery?], any place where dey gotta walk at , an '  yuh know dey ' ve 
go t ta walk across it . [Mobile , Ala . , (673 ) , 889:5.] 

(d) . GRAVEYARD DIRT MUST BE BOUGHT FROM SPIRIT 

7605 . An ' d en dey say ,  i f  yuh wanta run a person, tuh take some dirt out from 
undah dere steps, an ' go tuh _de cemetery an ' go tuh a sinnah ' s  grave. Dat ' s  whut 
ah heard . Ah haven ' t tried dis one., ' twuz told . People have been to folks [doc

tors, fortunetellers , 
1 PENNY- SPEAK TO SPIRIT - SINNER ' S  DIRT - DOORSTEP DIRT etc . ]  lak dat . Go t uh  

d e  cemetery an ' go t uh  
a s innah ' s  grave , an' go tub de breast an ' run yore han' down in de grave, a s  far 
as yuh kin git chure han ' down in dat grave . Take up a han' fulla dirt outa der e  
an' den yuh pay dat daid a p enny . Put it  down in dere, say ,  "Now, ah ' m  payin ' yuh 
fo ' dis . "  

Take dat dirt an ' bring it roun ' de house an ' dat dirt from undah de s tep s . 
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Take dat dirt an ' put it  intuh a cloth an ' sew it into somepin. Dis box an ' dat 
dirt will drive dat person away from dere. 

(Do you put that graveyard dirt and this dirt from under the s teps into the 
same box?) 

Intuh de same box. 
(Then what do you do with that box?) 
Yuh take dat box - yuh put it in a box or eithah sew it up . Wear it aroun ' 

yuh. Dat drives a person away from yuh, too. Dat ' s whut ah was told . Ah've 
uevah tried dat . [Waycross, Ga . , (1115) , 1787:8. ] 

7606. Well, yo' go tuh de graveyard roun ' about twelve a' clock at night tuh 
some sinnah's grave or murdahah have been killed [or executed] an' on de side de 

1 PENNY - AT MIDNIGHT - GRAVE OF SINNER OR MURDERER KILLED 
DIRT FROM HEART SIDE - OATH - SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR 

heart ' s  on yuh put 
a penny down dere 
an ' git a handful 
of dat dirt. An' 

while yo' gittin ' yo ' usin' a oath. An' yo' bring it back tuh de house an' take 
1� an' put chew salt an' peppah an' sulphur in it an ' yuh keep it. Put it in a 
jar an' anybody dat chew don't like or wheresomevah yo' go at an' yo' wanta start 
a confusion, yo' jes' take dat 'long wit chew an' jes' sprinkle it all aroun' as 
yo' go. Dat will certainly cuz confusion wit yore enemies. [Fayetteville, N. 
Car ., ( 1414) , 2545:3 . ]  

7607 . Take dat penny an' put it in de graveyard. Yuh go dere at twelve clock 
•� night, yuh [dig ] undah an' take dat penny an ' put it in, bury it an' let it 

1 PENNY - BURY IN GRAVEYARD - MIDNIGHT - LEAVE 24 HOURS 
DIG UP - FACE PENNY EAST FOR LUCK OR WEST FOR MISFORTUNE 

stay dere fo' 24 hours. 
Twelve clock yuh go 
dere an ' git it up. 
An' den when yuh take 

de penny, whut chew wanna do wit de penny, whatevah way yuh wanta treat de person, 
1£ yuh wanta treat ' em  good or treat ' em bad, why yuh turn dat penny tuh de eas t , 
cum de  haid of it tuh de east, see . An' dat fellah will come tuh be successful. 
AD' if yuh turn it to de west, he'll go down. 

(Well, does it happen to know that you are getting the right fellow?) 
Well , yuh know. Yuh know de fellah yuh aftah [ intention] . Yuh already know 

de fellah yuh aftah . 
(After you go out there and get this penny: for good luck I turn this penny 

to the east, or  for bad luck I turn it to the west.) 
Dat's right. 
(Well, do I do that at any particular time of the day?) 
No sir, twelve clock at night. Yuh go dere an' put it down at twelve clock 

at night, an' den yuh go dere an ' git it up at twelve clock at night [ 24 hours 
later] . [St. Petersburg, Fla., ( 1024), 1657 : 6. ]  

7608. Whut dey do tuh keep de law away from de house i s  dis. Dey git dis 
...e dirt, see, de graveyard dirt, but dey git it from a wicked spirit, see. 

1 OR 2 CENTS - INSTRUCT WICKED SPIRIT 
RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER - SPICE 

....,.body wants tuh come or  somepin, well 
:Ia. 

(I see. That keeps the law away?) 
Yes. 

An' aftah dey git dis dirt, well den 
dey'll put de same ingredients tuh it, 
see. An ' if dey sprinkle dat dirt aroun ' 
de house from time tuh time, well den if 
if dey step ovah it, well dey can't come 

(What do you mean they get this dirt from a wicked spirit?) 
Well, dey git in - like if a person got killed. Yuh know, a wicked person git 
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killed or somepin like dat an ' den dey go tuh de grave an ' dey pay ' em  so much 
an' dey g it dat dirt . 

(What would they pay as a rule? ) 
Dey pay eithah one cent or two cents . 
(Where do they put that ? )  
Dey put dat on d e  body o f  de person. Dey dig a hole an ' dey git so much dirt 

f rom dat hole dat dey put dat penny in, an' dey tell dat person whut dey wan ' 'im 
tub do an ' den dey go away . 

(What ingredients do they put with-that dirt before they use it ? )  
Dey put de same red peppah see, an' dey put de gunpowdah too . 
(Was there something else in that ingredient that you mentioned before? ) 
Dey use a spice if dey wan ' chew tub love ' em, or tuh keep ' em .  [ Savannah , 

Ga . , (539)  , 659:7 . ]  
7609 . You go into a graveyard and take two pennies, and d ig in a grave and 

take the dirt out of the grave . And take these two pennies and put them down in 

2 PENNIES 
the hole and close it . And they can walk b ehind you and take this 
dirt and throw it up and down your back. And they work the triak 
right on you . And you'll go off in bad health and you are going to 

come on back [ as a corpse] to  the graveyard . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  
7610. Yuh takes yo ' two pennies , j i s '  lak now. It ' s  diff ' rent thin ' s tuh 

make a person move . Lak yuh say, "Ah want So-an ' -so tub move . "  Well , ah go dere 
a t  night an ' give dat dead dose two pennies an ' jis' 

2 PENNIES - SPEAK TO DEAD as fur as ah kin go in dat dirt . Well, ah goes back 
an ' dPess dat house . Dose people can't s tay dere cuz 

dose  spirit worryin ' ' em.  It ' ll  make ' em  move. [Waycross, Ga . , (11 2 2 ) ,  1804 : 9. ]  
7611. Ah learn of it . If  dey git some o f  yore hair or dey j is '  only git dat 

dirt right out de centah of dere yard . Ah learned tub hear whut ah ' m  talkin ' 
' bout. Yuh gi t  de dirt right out de yard , but yuh says a few words yuh know In 

2 CENTS - GRAVEYARD-MAN - TALK TO - CENTER-OF-YARD DIRT - MIX 
TIE - BURY - IN THE NAME OF THE LORD - AGONOUS CONDITION 

de Name of de 
LoPd an' yuh ' ll 
take dat dirt up 
an ' yuh ' 1 1  wrap 

dat hair in it. An '  when yuh wrap dat hair in it an ' wear dat, yuh would put a 
little b it of eatin' saZt in it, an ' den yuh'll work dat . An ' yuh git ,  no doub t 
some time ah hear ' em say yuh git graveyard dirt , but den yuh ' ll git a wicked per
son . An' yuh ' ll take j is '  de least of dat dirt but yuh ' ll pay dat gPaveyaPd-man 
who dead . Yuh [must] know 'im. An' yuh ' ll take a little b it o f  it an ' yuh ' ll 
give him two cent s .  An ' yuh run yore han ' in de body o f  it - yuh know , de grave . 
An ' den yuh'll mix dem two thin ' s tuhgethah , an '  den yuh ' ll wrop ' em tight an ' 
tie ' em t igh t, an ' den yuh bury it . Dat ' s whut ah learned about it . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , yuh j is' only bury it an ' yuh j is' tell it whut chew want it tub do -

jis ' lak yuh ' s talkin' tub me . Yuh'll tell it whut chew wan ' i t  [ to ]  do jis ' 
b efo ' yuh bury it down. Dat ' s  harmin' ' em .  DAT DEAD PERSON WILL FOLLAH YUH AN' 
DAT GIVE YUH A AGONOUS [ agonizing ] CONDITION . 

(You take some hair from a person's head and some of this dirt from the grave
yard?) 

Yessuh , an' a lil ' bit (of dirt ] out o f  yore yard . 
(Now for example, suppose I wanted to harm you , I would ge t some o f your hair, 

but I would take the dirt out of my own yard? ) 
Out yore own yard , and • • •  
(And then some dirt out of the graveyard .  And then I would mix this s tuff all 

up and talk with i t, and then I would bury it  some place? ) 
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Dat's right. Tie it tight wit a raw cotton thread. 
(And that would harm you?) 
Harm me. 
(Well, what would it do to you?) 
Well, lotsa time it's 'cordin' tuh whut chew say tub it. It'll run ae crazy, 

it'll always keep me mindless, an' den it'll keep me ill all de tt.e. [Suater, 
s .  Car., (1382), 2454: 1.] 

7612. A man can use graveyard dirt in sprinklin' or fo' travelin'. Fo' in-
stance if a person wus in de house an' ah want 'em tub leave. Ah go tub de 

3 PENNIES 
graveyard an' ah carry three pennies, an ' ah would dig down tub .ab 
elbow an' say tuh de grave, 11Ah will pay yuh fo' dis dirt when ab 
return, an' ah wan ' chew take care of dis money until ah come ba ck . 11 

An' whut chew wan'a do until yuh come back, dat spirit is always waitin' fo' yuh, 
fo' yuh promise tuh come back. An' wherevah yuh carry dat , why dat person is 
gotta move. Yuh jis' spread dat in de yard or on de steps or where dey carry it 
intuh de house. If anybody walk on it, why it's quite natchel [natural ] some of 
it will be on dey feet. [Brunswick, Ga., (?), 2105:12.] 

7613 . They take a little graveyard dirt, gather it just like I explained an ' 
[I interrupt]. 

(With the three pennies, you mean?) 
Yes sir, and a little cat manure and they mix that up together and you put it 

anywheres around in de yard - where the're [they are] bound to step into it, and 
they will be in one of the wors t lucks they'll ever 

3 PENNIES - CAT MANURE wanta be in all their life. They will always be desti
tute for everything. [Charleston, s. Car., (514), Doc

tor Glover, see p.2258f.), 599 : 1.] 
7614. Ah heard dat chew kin take graveyard dirt. Yo' must dig roun' about de 

length of yore arm. Yo' must drop three pennies in dere wit dat. See, an' leave 
it dere an' say de Lord's Prayah. An ' whutsomevah yo' want. chew git it. 

(What do you do with that dirt?) 
3 PENNIES - LORD' S PRAYER - ARM DEEP 

DIRT IN ENVELOPE TO MAN 
Yo' brings a li'le up wit chew. All righ� 
chew bring a li'le dirt up wit chew, but 
chew gotta say de Lord ' s  Prayah when yo' 

bring dis 
yo' sends 
be free. 

7615. 

dirt up. All right, yo' takes dat dirt, yo' puts it in a envelope an' 
it tuh de guy dat chew wan' tuh have. If he's in state prison, he must 
[St. Petersburg, Fla., (1052), 1707:4. ] 
If it a lettah dat dey wrote, take it tub de graveyard. An' yuh know 

de person dat whom is buried dere, an' talk tuh de daid. An ' bury it in dere 

3 PENNIES - LETTER - BURY IN GRAVE - TALK TO DEAD 
an' ast - put three pennies 
dere, pay ' em , says, "Take 
keer of dis in de situation 

of bringin' ' im  home,11 or 11harmin' him.11 Eithah way, kin use it eithah way, see. 
Yuh kin talk to de daid an ' tell it j is' whut chew want; eithah tuh harm 'em or 
to run yuh 'way or bring yuh home. [Sumter, S. Car., (1365) , 2409 : 6.] 

7616. Go tub de graveyard an' git some dir t. Change de haid an' footbo'ds 
from a graveyard. Put two pennies tub de haid when yuh change it, an' two tuh 

4 PENNIES - 2 PENNIES IN EACH HOLE 
WHEN CHANGING GRAVEBOARDS OF WICKED MAN'S GRAVE 

de foot when yuh change it, an' 
take dat haidbo'd an' stick it 
down where dose [pennies are] 
on a wicked man's grave. An' 

git some of dat dirt an' bring it back an' sprinkle it roun' dere do ' step . Or 
if yuh git a chance tub git in de house - lak some people yuh claim as a frien'
put it in de house. An ' dat will keep dose frien's of yores. 
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(What do you mean you put the footboard and the headboard ? )  
Change it. 
(Just change them around . And you put them back the same way they came out, 

stick them right s traight down in; but you put the pennies underneath before you 
put them down?) 

Dat's right . [ Sumter , s.  Car . , (1355),  2 373:8 . ]  
7617. Wal, ef yuh know dere names , yuh kin take an' go tuh de graveyard an ' 

write dere initials an ' carry yo ' fo ' pennies an ' pay de dead . Whosomevah ' tis 

4 PENNIES - CALL AND WRITE NAME S - TALK TO DEAD 

back an ' ,  "Ah ' m  payin' yuh fo' pennies ." Well, 
wheresomevah dey be at, dey will come back. 

died, yuh know dere names . Yuh 
call dere names an ' tell demyuh 
want ' em tuh bring dese person 

in less time den two months 

(Where do you write the name of this person that s tole the thing? Where do 
you write that name? Do you write that name on a piece of paper?) 

On a p iece of paper . [Jacksonville , Fla., (617), 792:1.] 
7618 . Ah heard ' em say dat yuh kin go tuh de graveyard - lak dat, if ah 

want s tuh change mah luck - dat ah kin go tuh de cemetery an' d�g right up on 

5 TO 8 PENNIES - IN HOLE NEAR HEART - 2 HANDFULS OF DIRT 
ASK FOR LUCK - THANK SPIRI T - WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK 

SPRINKLE ROUND OWN HOME FOR LUCK 

de right-hand side of 
de grave j is ' about 
where ah think de 
heart oughta lay, an' 
dig a hole down deep 

an' git me out two han ' fulla dirt . Bring it out . An ' when ah git dis dirt , ask 
fo ' luck - jis ' ask of de dead fo ' luck, an ' drop from five tuh eight pennies in 
da t hole an ' plug it up. An' when ah rise up from o f f  mah knees, tuh thank 'em 
[ a  rare courtesy!] , an' walk away an' don ' t  look back .  

Well , ah take dis dirt an' carry it tuh mah house an ' sprinkle it roun' dere , 
an ' dey say dat will give me luck. 

(That is to change your luck. In anything?) 
In anything . [Florence, S. Car. , (1286) ,  2183:7.] 
7619. (What do you know about graveyard dirt?) 
Well , ah tell yuh , yuh kin take graveyard dirt - now, yuh kin go tuh de grave

yard j is '  lak if yuh wanted tuh do anybody any harm. Well , yuh kin go dere . 
Well , yuh kin carry - it ' s  a cert ' in ' mount o f  pennies fo ' yuh tuh carry , see . 

8 PENNIES - AT HEAD OF GRAVE - ASK FOR DIRT 
TELL SPIRIT YOU ARE PAYING - CAUSES CONFUSION 

Well, yuh kin carry dem eight 
pennies an' yuh go tuh de haid 
of  de person, see . Well , yuh 
ast dem fo ' some of de dirt , see ; 

an '  tell ' em dat chew ' ll pay dem fo ' it, see . Well, yuh drop dese pennies intuh 
de dirt right tuh de haid o f  dem ,  see . Den yuh take some of de dirt . Git some 
of  de dirt an ' put it in a papah an ' yuh kin bring it on back home, see. Well, 
yuh kin take dat dirt an ' jis '  lak yuh go tuh a person ' s  house, or yuh kin git 
someone tuh do it fo ' yo ' . Yuh kin go in dere an ' sprinkle dat dirt roun ' in 
dere, see . Well, it will cause d�t whole room tuh git ups tarted, s ee .  Dere ' ll 
be fusain ' an' fightin ' an' goin' on until dey [man and woman ] be separated, see. 

NICKEL - NOT 5 PENNIES - PEPPER - 3 DAYS 
[Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1207a), 2042 : 1 . ]  
76 20 .  Dey - yuh take graveyard dirt, 
it will run anybody . Dey goes out an' 

gits some graveyard dirt out of a grave an ' put a nickel in dere where dey done · 
got de dirt from ,  dat whut dey call payin' fo' it. An ' dey go back an ' go tuh 
dis person' s house, an ' take a lit tle pepper, an ' mix wit it, an' go dere an ' 
make lak yuh talkin' tuh ' em, yuh know, an ' sprinkle it roun ' in dere house .  
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Three days aftah dat, dem folks is ready tub leave dere. [St. Petersburg, Fla., 
(978), 1586:7.] 

7621. Wal, dey learnt me dat if yuh wants tub do any hara wit graveyard dirt, 
dat chew take ten cents [dime] an ' go tub a graveyard early in de .aMUin' jis' 
befo ' day, an ' run yore han ' down in dere jis ' as deep as yuh�- Have de �  

DIME - JUST BEFORE DAY - AT GRAVE CALL PERSON ' S  NAME - TELL 
WHAT YOU WANT - THROW DIRT AT PERSON ' S  HOUSE - RUNS OR KILLS 

in yore ban' an' 
drop de � c1ovn 
in. If yuh kDov 
dem persOD -, 

yuh call dem name an ' tell ' em yuh wants tub buy a dime ' s wor ' of dust an' do so
an ' -so wit it. An' dey say when yuh git dat han ' ful of dust, leave de cliJie dere 
an ' take dat dust an ' care [carry] it an ' strike it round yore [victims] house. 
Jis ' throw it roun' dey place of business. 

(What will that do?) 
Dey say that will run dem out or kill ' em, jis ' whatsomevah dat yuh tell 'ea 

[the dead] tub do - yuh wants tub do wit it. [Waycross, Ga., (1159), 1932 : 8.] 
7622. Take some dimes an ' git chew a little graveyard dust an ' bury it undah 

de front do ' steps an ' dat finely [finally] make ' em leave. Yessuh, some dimes 
an ' wrap ' em up right tight in a rag, an ' put some of dat dust dere an ' bury it 

undah dat do ' step. 
(What is the idea of putting the 

DIMES - GRAVEYARD DIRT - BOTH UNDER DOORSTEP dimes, I wonder?) 
Well, dem dimes - see, dey stay 
dere so long ah guess, an '  dey 

cankers, see, an' yo ' know anything dat cankers will gen ' ly [generally] make 
anything go ' way. [Is this the reason? Or is the rare case of payment for the 
dirt being kept with the dirt?] [Little Rock, Ark., (902), 1474:1.] 

7623. Well, dey tell me jis ' lak if yo ' have lots of enemies an ' dey say if 
a mean person wus tub die, dat chew go dere, out tub dis graveyard, no one but 

chew, an ' git some of dis dirt out 
15 PENNIES - DIRT FROM MEAN PERSON ' S  GRAVE an ' give 'em- put 15¢ down in dere, 

say, "Here ' s  15¢ yo ' kin have." An' 
say yo ' takes dis dirt an ' stan ' up an ' throw it in de house. Dey say dat would 
conquah yore enemies down. 

(Whose house do you throw that in, your own house or the enemy ' s  house?) 
Tub yore enemy ' s  house but not let no one see yuh. Throw it an ' let none of 

'em see yuh, an ' dat will aonquah dem down. [Waycross, Ga., (1114), 1786:5.] 
7624. Now, if yo ' wanta go tub a cemetery, somebody daid dat chew know, take 

25 cents ' long wit chew, tub de haid of de grave an ' push yore arm down as fur 
as yo ' kin git it. An ' leave dat 

QUARTER - A SILVER PIECE - 3 FINGAHS OF DIRT quartah down dere an' bring up 
yore three fingers of dirt, an' 

take dat long wit chew. Dat ' ll give yo ' luck. 
[Instead of picking up a pinch of dirt with two-fingers, thumb and index fin

ger, a method mentioned elsewhere, some other informant says pick it up with 
t�e fingers: thumb, index finger, and middle finger.] 

(What do you do with that after you get it?) 
Wrap ·it up in a piece of paper or a piece of brown cloth an '  put it in yore 

pocket an ' keeps dat ' long wit chew. Well, dat ' s one way tuh git chureself luck. 
[St. Petersburg, Fla., (1055), 1715:3.] 

7625. Now, if yo ' know of a wicked pusson dat dies, an' yo' wanta create 
confusion in a home - dis pusson if yo' know where his haid lies in 'is grave, 
yo' know where de ahms fold • • •  
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(Where the arms fo ld over . )  
Sure , yo ' reach yuh right han ' down de length of  yuh ahm, as fah as yo ' kin 

reach , an ' git out - j is ' squeeze yuh hand up wit de dirt , all de dirt yo ' kin 
draw out . Den yo ' TAKE A GLASS OF WHISKEY AN '  SET IT DOWN 

WHISKEY AS PAYMENT AN '  PAY ' IM  FER DE DIRT AN '  TELL ' IM , SAYS , "NOW , AH ' M  PAY
IN ' YUH FER DIS DIRT." An ' yo ' take dat d irt an ' throw it 

in de yard o r  in de home of de pus son dat chew wanta create a dis turbance , an ' 
dey ' ll continue tub have a confusion dere as long as dis dirt remains . 

(Do you put that dirt at any special time ? )  
Yes , yo ' put it eithah a t  d e  goin ' down o r  de r isin ' of  d e  sun . 
(Do you get that dirt from the grave at any particular time? ) 
Gen ' ly at midnight . [Mobile , Ala . , { 650) , 841 : 5. ]  
7626. Stickbo 'rd tub de haid o f  graveyard [ grave ] • • •  when yo ' goes dere . 

Yo ' ll have tub go dere at twelve ' clock at night . Durin ' de t ime of  goin ' dere 

WHISKEY - HALF PINT OF - AND 3 PENNIES 
IN HOLE AT BREAST OF GRAVE 
STEP ACROSS BACK AND FORTH 3 TIMES 
TALK TO SPIRIT IN THAT HOLE 
CARRY GRAVEYARD DIRT AWAY IN BOTTLE 
DO ALL THIS AT MIDNIGHT 

yo ' ll have tuh pay de graveyard-man 
three cents an ' a hal f  a pint o f  whis
key . 
(Where do you put that stuf f ? ) 
Yo ' have tub dig in de haid o f  ' is 
breas t ,  an ' dig dat out an ' set de whis
key down in de centah of it , an ' step 
across ' im  three times - backwards like 

dat [ demonstrates ] come across , go across  - go across - go across - an ' den go 
back an '  talk tuh 1 im in dat hole whut chew want ' im tub do . 

(What do you do with the pennies ? )  
Right in dat same hole where yo ' put d e  whiskey , an ' den call ' im up an ' bring 

s ome of dat stuff away , out de hole , an ' put it in a bottle . An '  den he ' ll work 
fer yuh , do j is '  whut chew want ' im tuh do . [Charleston , S .  Car . , (519 ) , 616 : 1 . ]  

7627 . (Right from the b eginning now . ) 
Well, right from de beginnin ' o f  it is : Yo ' takes it from anyone dat has died 

bad ,  yo ' see , an '  yo ' goes tuh de grave an ' yuh j is '  tell ' em whut chew wan ' ' em 

WHISKEY PAID OR CHICKEN SACRIFICED 
do fer yuh , yo ' s ee ,  any troubles o f  any kirr . 
(When do you go out there? ) 
Well , yo 'll have tub go out at de nighttime , 

see . An ' den yo '  axe ' em dese questions , yo ' know . YO ' LL SEE ' EM  SETTIN ' UP ON 
DE GRAVE. AN '  DEN YO ' AXE HIM IF HE GOIN ' DO DIS FER YO ' ,  yo ' unnahs tan ' .  WHUT 
WOULD HE DESIRE FER YO ' TUH GIVE HIM. Well , IF HE ' D  WANT A CHICKEN , well yo ' d  
kill de chicken an ' YO ' D  BRING TUH ' IM DE BLOOD , yo ' know , INTAH A BOTTLE . Or if 
he wanted whiskey , why yo ' • • •  

[I  interrup t . ] 
(What would you do with that blood then? ) 
Well, yo 'd po ' it right down on de grave . 
(On the grave? )  
Right tub de foot of de grave . Yo 'll j is '  • • •  
[ I  interrupt before I forget informant mentioned whiskey . ] 
(I see . And what if  he wants whiskey? ) 
An ' if  he  wanted whiskey , why yo ' pour it in de same place . 
(I see . And what else do you do then? ) 
Well, AFTAH YO ' DONE DO DAT YO ' UNNAHSTAND , JIS ' WHEREVAH YO ' GO YO ' SEE , WHY 

HE ' LL ALWAYS BE WIT CHEW . AN '  YO ' LL BE SO YO ' KIN JIS ' DISENTANGLE YUHSELF ANY 
TIME , INTUH ANYTHING DAT YO ' WANTA BE. 

(I see.  And d idn ' t you say something about p raying?  What did you say about 
praying? )  
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PRAYIN ' ?  OH,  YEAH! DAT ' S RIGHT , AH DID . IT WI LL  BE URUSEFOL FER. YUH TUB 
PRAY ANY MORE , ' CUZ YUH DONE GIVED YUHSELF AWAY. 

[I now ask what he means without suggesting that he has sold ht.self to the 
devil . 1 

(And is he supposed - is that supposed to be anybody special? Or just a dead 
aan? ) 

Anyone who died bad , especially if dey know yuh , yo ' unnahstan ' .  YO ' 1B0W 
IHTUH A GRAVEYARD IS  A VERY BAD PLACE TUH GO IF YUH NOT KNOWIN' ANYONE , YO ' 
UNNAHSTAN ' . If a [ something? Evil spirit? ] will come befo ' yuh , yo ' might .. te 
yo ' a rich man yuhself. 

[There is  j us t  a suggestion here that yo u could sell yourself to an evil 
spirit . ]  

(I see . ) [Charleston , S. Car . , (499) , 543 : 2 . ]  

(e) . CONTAINERS FOR GRAVEYARD DIRT 

7628 . Ah learnt dat yo ' could git dirt out o f  a graveyard an ' put it roun ' a 
person' s house an ' run dem away . An '  yo' could put it undah de house an ' someone 

would burn de house down. 
BAG OF PAPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT CARRIED IN (This graveyard dirt under the house? ) 

Uridah de house would burn de house 
down . An '  if yo ' sprinkle it roun ' de house ,  why it would make de person move , 
dey couldn ' t  stay dere . Ah heard dat when yo ' git it , yo ' d have tub git it in a 
bag ,  put it in a paper bag,  an ' yo ' d have tuh keep it separate from any othah 
dirt . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 249 3 : 9 . ] 
---r6 29 .  Graveyard dirt in de mawnin ' - ' long in de mawnin ' j es' befo ' day , yo ' 
kin go out to de graveyard an' dig into a grave an ' j es '  at de end of dey foot 

BAG OF RED PAPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN - 3 HANDSFUL 
FROM FOOT OF GRAVE - JES ' BEFO ' DAY - BURY NEAR YOU 

wheresomevah a per son is 
buried into dis grave , an' 
git three handsful of dat 
sand . An '  put it into a 

red papah bag an ' bury it . Keep it three or fo ' weeks [first] , [because] dis 
person dat chew love , it ' s [the length of burial time of dirt in red bag is] 
' cordin ' [ according] to how colored dey are . Yo ' kin make dem come back home in 
a certain length o f  time. 

(What would they do with that dirt after they got it, could you tell me? ) 
[ I  wanted a detailed account of how time of keeping dirt depended upon the 

darkness or lightness of a person ' s shade of black or b rown or lighter shades of 
a person ' s  skin . My preceding ques tion was a bad one because I ask for a repeti
tion of general information rather than the specific details about intensity of 
color . THERE ARE RITES IN HOODOO DEALING WITH COMPLEXION , especially those about 
candle colors . ] 

Ah really don ' t know . Ah hear lots of ' em  say how it ' s  done . Dere so many 
ways , ah would really not know exactly how it ' s  done . Ah heered lots of ' em  say 
it . 

(Well , what do you get this dirt for?) 
Yo ' git dis dirt to make a person [ come back home] . 
(You put this dirt in the red paper bag . Then what do you do with it?) 
Yo ' wrap it  an ' bury it j es '  lak yo ' would a package . Yo ' know, wrap up a 

package an ' bury it undah de ground somewhere near about where yo ' stay at . 
[Waycross , Ga., (1111) , 1784 : 9 . ] 
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763 0 .  Yo ' kin take graveyard dirt if yo ' is a gambler , if  yo ' s a bolito 
player or if  yo ' s  a poker p layer or somepin l ike dat . Yo ' kin dig down an ' git 

BAG OF RED CLOTH - GRAVEYARD DIRT TIED INTO 
CARRIED IN RIGHT POCKET 

some graveyard dust an ' tie it up 
in a r ed bag - see ,  unders tand ,  a 
red bag an ' yo ' carry dat in yore 
pocket . Now , we often wins wit dat , 

' cuz dat ' s  where we come from [ from the dus t of the earth] .  An '  tote it in yore 
right-hand p o cket . I f  yo ' won ' t git lucky from dat yo '  won ' t  git no luck . [ S t . 
Petersburg , Fla . , (1031) , 1675 : 2 . ] 

7631 . They g i t  the dirt out of the graveyard and 
tle and they will come to yore house . If  they don ' t 

they stop that up in a bot
like you , they come to yore 

house with that 
BOTTLE - GRAVEYARD DIRT AND SALT IN - SPRINKLE UNDER STEPS graveyard dirt . 

Mix it with a little 
salt and they sprinkles it  underneath the steps . Then they s top the other one 
tight an ' bury it . But chew not suppos ed to be home when dey �o dat ,  and any 
time yo ' go b ack to dat hous e  why yore spiri t is gone.  Dat driv yore s p i r i t  
away . Yo ' d go to  de house but chew can ' t  s tay . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 6) , 
768 : 15 . ]  

763 2. Yo ' kin take de graveyard dirt an '  boil it  an ' put it in a bottle dat 
kin b roke easy . An' yo ' an ' a person come in contact , dey fixin ' tub fight [ you] , 

BOTTLE OF THIN GLASS - BOILED GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
BREAK OVER ENEMY ' S HEAD - DRAW BLOOD 

if yo ' git a chance tuh break 
dat bottle ovah dere haid an ' 
cut dem an ' bring de blood out , 
why dey ' ll linger an ' pine away 
an '  die . 
(You do that if you think you 

are going to get into a fight , get into a fight with anyone? )  
Yes . 
S ee ,  see him comin ' , why crack dat bottle ovah his head an ' bring a little 

b it of blood an ' let de watah run down . [ I  sugges t that the graveyard dirt is 
boiled to arouse the cap tured sp irit of  the graveyard dirt to fighting madness . ]  
[ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1361), 2400 : 1 . ] 

7633. Dey could go an ' git some graveyard dirt , an ' dey have whut dey call a 
way of  dressin ' A BOX LAK DI S THING [ my Teled iphone re corder on the table be
tween us ] ,  like puttin ' it in a box , if dey wanted tuh do harm tub yuh . If yuh 

BOX - PUT IN - GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM HEART OF GRAVE 
were a woman or  if yuh wus a 
man , eithah way , yuh take it 
vice-a-versy . Put it  in a 

box an ' - put dis graveyard d irt in it an ' go tuh yuh home when dere wus not no 
one aroun ' .  An' lift up yuh bottom s tep , de firs ' one dat yuh walk on , an ' p lace 
it down in dere . Den dey will manage some way no t tuh go back dere de same day ,  
but dey will go back maybe in de evenin ' tuh stir yuh aroun ' an ' maybe send yuh 
fer a drink of  watah or somepin lak dat . An '  den dey will dress yer whole house 
an' yuh won ' t s tay dere . Dere is no way fer yuh tuh stay dere . 

(How will they dress the house? ) 
Wel l ,  dey dress i t  wi t  de same dirt dat dey have dat dey gits in de graveyard , 

but dey gi t it near [ the ] heart . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (552), 690 : 1 . ] 

BOX OF TIN - STRADDLE GRAVE - DIRT FROM GRAVE TOP 
AH ' LL. GO TUH A PERSON DAP DIED BAD AN ' WENT TUH HELL 

7 634 . Go tub de graveyard 
an' git me some graveyard 
dirt . If dey bury his haid 
lak dat toward de east , an ' 

ah ' ll j i s '  straddle dat grave an ' ah ' ll git dat dirt in a t in b ox .  Well , ah ' ll 
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git dat dirt in a tin box an ' ah ' ll take dat dirt an ' ah ' ll put it undah mah arm. 
Ah ' m  comin ' on home . Ah ' ll fasten dat dirt up an '  when ah git a chance ah throw 
it in dere house . Dat ' s whut ah do . 

�at do you mean you straddle that grave ? )  
Jis ' straddle it  l ak  dat [ demonstrates ] . 
(Where do you dig the dirt from? ) 
Right o ff de grave , right on top of it . Ah' ll go to a person dat died bad an ' 

went tub hell.  [Algiers , La . , (1593) , 2994 : 3 . ] 
76 35 .  They say they take this graveyard dirt , choo understand , take it an' 

put it in a box. Take a piece of yuh underweah whut choo weah nex ' tuh yuh skin 

BOX WITHIN A TRUNK - A DOUBLE COFFIN SYMBOL 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - UNDERWEAR REPRESENTS CORPSE 

[and put it in the box] , an' j is '  
put i t  in a trunk an ' let it stay 
there . An '  as this dirt turns 
this piece of  yuh underweah yel

lah , dat ' s j is ' de way yuh ' ll turn. Yuh ' ll j is '  fade right away . NO DOCTOR 
[M. D . ] KIN CURE YUH ! [Snow Hill , Md . ,  (93) , 10 :2 . ]  

7636. Prob ' ly if yo ' [a doator ] got girl [ patient ] 
' bout some man ' nother , an ' she cain ' t  git ' im  tub act 

an '  she ' s  worried up 
right , cain ' t git ' im  tuh 

do right, an ' he 
won ' t  treat ' er right 
or sompin ' nothah lak 

HANDKERCHIEF - TIE UP IN - GRAVEYARD DIRT DUG AT MIDNIGHT 
OPEN AND SCATTER WHERE PERSON WALKS 

dat, den yo ' kin go 
tub a graveyard at night , Yo ' have tub go dere certain time o f  night , go at 
twelve a ' clock at night an ' git a han ' ful of dirt an ' tie it up in a han ' kerchief 
an '  b ring i t  back dat same night an ' be sho ' dat yo ' know de room dat she s leeps 
in .  S ay ,  fo ' ninstance, she sleepin ' in dis room , an ' yo ' come tub de windah 
dere an ' yo ' ' sposed take a li ' l '  de dirt an ' sprinkle it up on de windah sill 
an '  take de rest of de dirt an ' sprinkle up on de walk, where dey walk comin ' 
intuh de house .  An '  he ' ll nevah treat her wrong no mo ' . He will always be nice 
tub her den , [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1438) ,  2604:2 . ]  

7637. Yo ' kin take dat graveyard dirt an ' throw it aroun ' in yore house an ' 
throw all alongside of de bed, an '  rub it on down dere . An ' yo ' kin take dat 

graveyard dirt an ' yo ' kin make a man - ah 
HANDKERCHIEF - RED S ILK - WEAR mean work fo ' yo '  de balance of  ' is life wit 
GRAVEYARD DIRT TIED IN CORNER OF dat graveyard dirt. An ' take a little o f  it 

an ' tie it in de cornah of  red silk han ' ke ' 
chuf an ' tote it  on yo ' . Jes ' tote it on yo ' enywhere an ' he ' ll nevah be s atis
fied till he back wit chew • • • •  He git away from yo ' ,  he ain ' t  satisfied until he 
git back where he wuz • • • •  [Mobile , Ala . , (6 7 9 ) , 974 : 5 . } 

SPOON OF SILVER - GRAVEYARD DIRT P ICK UP WITH 
7638 . Dirt from man ' s  grave , at 
face part, pick up with silver 
spoon , go at jus t dark or j ust 

before day, sprinkle in 4 corners of house , or throw on top of house, to move • .  
[Memphis , Tenn., (965) , 1557 : 1 . ] 

(f), DIRT TAKEN FROM WHAT PART OF GRAVE 

7639 ,  Jes ' lak a man er [or ] woman , anyone, say, if she really meant tuh kill 
dis man - wanta have him outa de way . She kin go tuh de graveyard - if he don ' t  
pertect [ detect] it befo ' she git too fah [ far] , see . She kin go tuh de grave
yard an ' git dis dirt outa ' tween a grave . She gotta git from de grave doh 
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[ though ] , de head of  de grave , de person head . Dey git dat dirt o f fa de head of 
de grave . Den she take dat dirt an ' she take a small p iece of  clo th an ' she sew 
dat up in dere , an ' den she take dis clo th an ' she weah i t  roun ' her wais t .  Now , 

dis man ,  he would cont in ' ly [ continually ] feel-
HEAD OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM in ' bad an ' weary an '  stuff [ similar feelings ] , 

SEW IN CLOTH - WEAR ABOUT WAIST but he don ' know whut it come from .  Now , dis 
woman she would weah dat an ' weah dat until she 

git dis man tuh de place dat he would git puny , sickly an ' j es '  cain ' t he ' p [help ] 
hissel f , an ' den if someone don ' tell ' im how tuh go out • • •  says , "Well , bless me , 
yo ' is  lookin' very bad , yo ' oughta go an '  see de doator . Why don ' yo ' go an ' 
see a �ot doator tuh see whut ' s de mat tah wit chew? " Well , nachur ' ly [naturally ] 
dis man wouldn ' t  believe it , b ecuz he don ' think dat it nachur ' l  [natural ] dat ' is 
wife or de girl dat ' e  [he ]  goin ' wit ,  er somepin, would do him any hahm [harm] 
lak dat . An '  nachurly [naturally ] he may , if  he don ' t git tuh some of dose [hoo
doo ] people , dis thing will finely [ finally ] kill ' im .  [ Charles ton , s. Car . , 

HEAD OF GRAVE - LEFT SIDE - DIRT FROM 
(near 535 ) , 651 : 1 . ] 
7 64 0 .  Now, if yo ' go t a home happy an ' 
someone wanta break yo ' up , yo ' [ he ]  goes 

tuh de graveyard an '  git some dirt o ff de left-han ' head of a grave , an ' take it 
an '  sprinkle aroun ' dose steps ,  an ' yo '  got a to ' d  [= tored = torn ] up home . 
[Sumter , s .  Car . , (1385) , 2464 : 2 . ] 

7641 .  Dey go out tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road , an ' ah think dey speaks fo ' times 
[ recite an inc antation of some s ort ] an ' turns tuh de lef ' . An ' dey goes tuh de 
graveyard an ' dey gi ts some graveyard dust from de lef t ,  from de head of de grave, 

HEAD OF GRAVE - LEFT SIDE - DIRT FROM 
BAG AND CARRY IN POCKETBOOK FOR LUCK 

an ' put i t  in a li ' le bag 
an '  weah it in dey pocket
book. 

FIRST HAVING GONE TO FORKS OF ROAD - SPOKEN 4 TIMES 
THEN TURNED LEFT TO GRAVEYARD 

(What is that supposed to 
do ? )  
Dat supposed tuh give yo ' 
luck . 

I see . You go out to this crossroad and speak four 
Yes , sir . 

(That will give you luck , 
times? )  

(What time do they go out there , any particular t ime or j ust any old time ? )  
Naw , five an ' s ix o ' clock in d e  mawnin ' an ' twelve o ' clo ck a t  night , an ' 

prob ' ly three o ' clock in de mawnin ' . [This means midnight or after , or b efore 
daybreak - the usual dark hour. 1 

( I  see , and from the crossroads then they go to the cemetery . )  
Yes , s ir .  [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 714) , 981 : 4 . ] 
7642 . Well , dey takes a tombstone , from mah undahs tandin ' ,  from a person 

dat dey knows is very evil an ' lived a wretched l ife . Jis ' lak if ah wanted 
tuh have disturbance in de home or anythin ' ,  well , ah take dat from dere an ' ah 

HEAD OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM NEAR TOMBSTONE 
OF PERSON WHO LIVED EVIL AND WRETCHED LIFE 
THIS DIRT NEAR HOUSE CAUSES A DISTURBANCE 

put it  anywhere aroun ' yore house . 
(What do you take , the whole tomb
s tone? ) 
Take de whole tombstone - de dirt 
on i t . 
(Oh �  the dirt on it ? )  

house an ' dat .  
(How do you 
Dig i t . 

Yes , an ' put it anywhere roun ' 
Yo ' ain' t goin ' tuh live in dat house . Yo ' undahstan ' ? 

get that dirt off  this tomb s tone , how do you get it? )  

yore 
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(Oh ,  you dig it near the tombstone?) 
Yes, sir . [New Orleans, La., (822) , 1187 : 6 .] 
7643. Well, yo ' goes tuh de graveyard an '  yo ' gits some graveyard dust . Now 

yo ' don ' t  git it off de haid , yo ' git it off de foo t . Dat mean travelin' , see . 

FOOT OF GRAVE - DAT MEAN TRA VELIN ' - SALT 
(When you get it off the foot, lle&DS 
traveling . )  
Yo ' git it off de foot of de person 

off de grave , see. All right , den yo ' come back an ' yo ' mix dat up wit a li ' le 
pot saZt an ' j is '  go tuh ' er doah , yo ' un ' ahstan ' [ understand] an' yo ' take dat 
jis ' lak yo ' would go in a field an ' sow rice, p eas or spring cot ton or sa.epin 
lak dat , yo ' know. Yo ' jis ' sprinkle it fronta her house, right on until all of 
it give out , an ' she ' ll have tuh leave dere .  She couldn ' t  stay dere . She vi1l 
be all mixed up ; he or she , whosomevah it is . All mixed up , j is '  couldn ' t stay 
dere. [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (511) , 574:8 . ] 

7644. If yo ' got somebody an ' maybe yo ' wanta kill dat person or wanta harm 
dat person . Say now if yo ' go up in de graveyard an ' maybe it been some man dat 

FOOT OF GRAVE - OF PERSON WHO LIVED ROWDY LI FE 
DIG DOWN 1 FOOT FOR DIRT - IN BAG 

SCATTER AT BACK DOOR - LEGS AND FEET AFFLICTED 

have lived a rowdy life . Yo ' 
know some people live a very 
rowdy life , nevah at tempt tuh 
be a Christian , a very rowdy 
person . Some people cuss tuh 

de las t .  Say yo ' go tuh dat person an ' go tuh de foot of ' is grave an ' dig down 
one foot in de groun ' , she say . An '  git chew a handful of dat dirt an ' put it 
in a bag , an ' b ring it  back home an '  go round at dat man ' s  back do ' ,  an '  j es '  
take dat dirt an '  throw it lak it wuz some flour or sompin on de ground. Say , 
why dat man will come afflicted wit ' is laigs, or make his foot swell up , or 
he ' ll have some kind of ailment about ' is laigs account dat graveyard dirt bein' 
around de do ' .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla. , (993) , 1604:4.] 

FOOTBOARD OF GRAVE - DUST FROM - IN POCKET FOR LUCK 
7645 . Way dey does it is 
dey take de dust from de 
footboard an ' some of dem 

jes ' tote it in dey pocket . Dat ' s  tuh give dem good luck . [ Charleston , S .  Car . ,  

CENTER OF GRAVE - 5TH POINT OF QUINCUNX - DIRT FROM 
( ? ) ,  654: 2 . ]  
7646 . Git some dirt . See, 
de grave is settin ' dere 

lak dis . Well , 
an '  git s ome of 
dey yard . 

yo '  go right in de centah of dat grave an ' run yore han ' dat way 
dat. An' carry it  off an '  put it on dey po ' ch an ' sprinkle it in 

(And the man will stay home . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1 514 ) ,  268 1 : 7.] 
7647. Dey says dat yo ' kin go tuh a graveyard an ' take de dirt off de centah 

of de grave, an ' put it intuh a box an '  carry it a few days wit yo ' ; but put red 

CENTER OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - IN BOX - ADD RED PEPPER 
peppah intuh dat box . 
An ' yo ' kin take dat same 
thing an ' mix it up an '  

use it in de woman ' s  mind tuh git ' er confused, an ' she won ' t  be sat isfied wher
evah she goes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1408), 2531 : 3 . ]  

7648 . Whenevah dey ' s [there is] someone livin ' at  a place dat dey didn ' t 
wan' em dere , wan ' em tuh move or somepin. Dat dey ' ll go tuh a grave an '  take 

CENTER OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - ADD RED PEPPER 
AFTER HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD HAVE BEEN EXCHANGED 

de haidstone an '  put it tuh 
de foot , an '  take de foot
stone an' put it tuh de haid . 
An '  reach down in de middle 

of de grave an ' jis ' as fah [ far ] a ' zhoo [ as you ] kin reach - yeh ahm [ arm] will 
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go down - an ' git some de dirt an ' bring it  up . An '  mix it tuhgethah wit s ome 
cayenne peppah, an ' sprinkle it  aroun ' de home where dey ah [ are ] ;  an ' dey' ll 
leave , dey won ' t come back. [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (204) , 111 : 9+85 . ]  

7649 . Ah heard ' em  say , go tuh de graveyard an ' 

BREAST OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM git some de graveyard dust cleah [clear] out de 
man' s breas t an ' bring i t  back an ' put it undah 

' is do ' s tep . Dat ' ll run ' im away . [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  (1137 ) , 1850 : 10 . ] 

HEART OF DE BODY - GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM 

who might b e  layin ' dere . An '  keep dat 
hardly f ire yo ' . Dat ' s whut dat ' s kept 
16 76 : 4 . ] 

7 650 . Yo ' dig down an ' gi t some grave
yard dust an ' yo ' go down - git it  from 
near de heart o f  de body of de person 

in yore pocket an ' yore b ossman cain 1 t 
fo ' . [St . Peter sbur g ,  Fla . , (1031) , 

765 1 .  Jes ' reach dat deep in de grave right in de centah close tuh de heart . 
An ' den yo ' take it from de foot .  An' yo ' git dat graveyard d irt an' yo ' take 

HEART OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - WITH BLACK PEPPER 
dat graveyard dirt an ' yo ' put 
black peppah in it . Yo ' know 
dose [whole ] b lack peppahs are 

very ' fective . 
(How? ) 

An '  yo ' kin break up a p ers on dat way . 

An' den aftah dey git dat graveyard dirt , dey put dat peppah in dere . An ' 
dey take dat graveyard dirt in dere hand an ' dey walk tuh yuh porch , an ' throw 
it right at chure do ' ,  where yo ' gain' tuh walk out dere ovah it . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . ,  (59 2 ) , 7 64 : 2 . ] 

7652. Dey goes tuh 
side . So dey tell me . 

de grave, dey go tuh de haid s ide , [ I  mean ]  on de heart 
Ah ' ve nevah done it but ah ' ve heard o f  it . Dey go dere 

HEART OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - WITH SALT AND SULPHUR . - SACK 
an ' dey git dat dirt ,  
come back ,  an ' dey 
put dat dirt in a 

li ' le b it o f  sack . An '  dey take dat dirt an ' mix some o thah li ' le stuff wit it , 
a li ' le salt an ' one t ' ing o r  ' nothah ; a li ' le sulphur an ' dif f ' ren ' t ' ings lak 
dat . Carry it  wit yo ' an ' yo ' kin take it an ' put i t  in a place , a dwellin ' ,  
an' dere ' s nobody kin git  along in dere . An '  dey take dat dirt an ' dey go aroun ' 
amongst people dat dey ' re neighbahs , an ' s ee ' em gi ttin ' along , an ' throw dat dirt 
all aroun ' ' em ,  dere windah , where de windah ' s up , or in de do ' ,  when dey kin git 
a chance , or on de do ' s teps , or in front of  de do ' s  an ' t ' ings , dat choo'll have 
tuh walk ovah i t .  An '  consequently it cuzes [ causes ]  a confusion an ' yo ' can ' t  
git along wit yoreself or nobody else . [Wilmington , · N . Car . , (252) , 172 : 11+85 . ]  

765 3 .  Yo ' could g o  tuh d e  graveyard a t  twelve a ' clock a t  night an ' go tuh 
somebody grave dat chew know dat wuz not very long bur ied dere - dat chew know 

HEART OR LEFT SIDE OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - AT MIDNIGHT 
HAND DOWN TO ELBOW - DROP 3 PENNIES - ADD RED PEPPER 
MUST BE PERSON NOT LONG DEAD - KNOWN TO YOU BY NAME 
SPRINKLE ON MAN f S SIDE OF MATTRESS - RUNS HIM AWAY 

' em by der name personly 
[ personally ] ,  see . An '  
j is '  scratch chew a hole 
r ight on de lef ' s ide o f  
de grave tuh de haid 
part , right where yo ' 

' magine de heart would be , an ' run yore han ' down in dere tuh de elbow an ' drop 
three pennies in dere , Git dat sand right on out an ' come on back home . Put 
some cayenne peppah intuh dat graveyard d irt . An ' on de s ide o f  de baid where 
he always lay , on de front or de back where he always lay , yo ' j is '  take dat sand 
an '  sprinkle it on de mattress .  An ' make yo '  b ed back up an ' let ' im lay on dat . 
Dat will run ' im right o f f  from yore house .  

(You will get rid o f  him then? ) 
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Git rid of ' tm . [Savannah , Ga . , (125 9 ) , 2137 : 2 . ] 
7654 . Well , ah hear ' d  dey say yo ' kin take graveyard dirt - yo ' kiD take dat 

graveyard dirt - go down dere at night an ' dig right ovah de heart of de grave . 

HEART OF DE GRAVE - DIRT FROM - PUT UNDER STEPS 
POOR WHISKEY ON 9 MORNINGS - DIG UP - PUT IN WHITE FLANNEL 
KEBUKY UNDER STEPS - PROTECTION AGAINST ANYONE IN HOUSE 

Den briDg it back 
an '  put it UDdab de 
steps an '  po ' whis
key on it fo ' niue 
mawnin' s .  Den yo ' 

so back dere an ' yo ' take dis dirt up an '  put it in a piece of  white f launel an' 
take de dirt an ' bury it in de ground an ' let it stay dere . After yo ' take it 
up an ' put whiskey on it  an ' put it  undah de step in de groun ' . An '  if dere any
one [ there ] dat don ' lak yo ' , dey can ' t s tay dere . [ I s  whiskey on for 9 mornings 
a delayed payment for the graveyard d irt? ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1367 ) , 2419 : 8 . ] 

7655 . Ah hear ' em say dat dey takes some graveyard dirt , if  yo ' have any man 
in yore communi ty an ' yo ' wanted tuh move ' em.  Yo ' take an ' yo ' go tuh a s innah 

LEFT SIDE OF 'IS HEART - DIRT FROM SINNER MAN ' S  GRAVE 
MAGIC SAND - DRAGON 1 S BLOOD - BRIMSTONE - SULPHUR 

SPRINKLE IN VICTIM' S  HOUSE - MAKE  YOUR WISHES 

man ' s  grave an ' git some 
of de d irt from right off 
on ' is left side of ' is 
heart . Jis ' go right 

reach clay , an ' take it out , an ' take dat clay an ' 
magic sand. 

down in de grave t ill yo '  
mix i t  up wit some sulphur an ' 

�agic sand? ) [A hoodoo store produc t . ] 
Yessuh , magic san ' .  An '  some dragon blood an ' brimstone , an ' mix all dat tuh

gethah . An '  go in dat house wit ' out anybody knowin ' dat chew in dere , an ' sprin
kle i t  when all de folk gone from de house . See , in de rooms , an ' walk out wit ' 
out nobody knowin ' yo ' dere . Yo ' know dat chew in dere an ' make yore wishes . 

An '  dey say dat dey ' ll have t uh  go ' way from dere . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , 
(1420) , 2 560 : 1 . ] 

7656 . Dey take an ' git , yo ' know, it have 
person .  Yo ' don ' t  git it off  of a Chris tian . 

tuh b e  a rank sinnah or a wicked 
But chew take an ' git dat grave

LEFT SIDE OF SINNER ' S  GRAVE - GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM 
yard dirt off  o f  a sinnah ' s  
grave an ' off  de left side . 
An '  dey take dat an ' sprin

kle it all Toun ' yore house . An' dey says i t  won ' t be long ' fo '  [before ] some
body , yo ' know , die or leavin ' .  Dey ' ll leave , anyway . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(141 7 ) , 2551 : 4 . ] 

7 65 7 .  Yo ' kin 
a real sinnah dat 

take salt an' go tuh a graveyard an' git chew s ome real sinnah , 
chew know dat died . Yo ' git some o f  de dirt o f f  of ' is left 

LEFT SIDE OF SINNER ' S  GRAVE - DIRT FROM - SALT 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER - 3 TIMES - AT VICTIM' S HOUSE 

s ide . Git it  o ff ' is 
left side an '  yo ' go 
back tuh dis person 
house an ' yo ' git up 

early one mawnin ' ' fore anybody stir . Don ' t let 
it  ovah yo ' shouldah three times [ demonstrates ] .  

(Over your lef t  shoulder . )  

nobody see yo ' do it , an '  throw 

De left shouldah . Take yore right hand and throw it  
times . 

(You mix the salt and the graveyard dirt toge ther ? )  

ovah yo ' shoulder three 

Yessuh , SALT WILL RAISE ' STURBANCE . AH GUESS YO ' KNOW DAT . [Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , (144 2 ) , 2611 : 1 . ] 

7658 . Anyone dat ' s  daid an ' dere spirit worry yuh , why yo ' go tuh dere grave 
an ' git on de lef '  side ; an ' git some o f  de dirt o ffa dere lef ' side an ' carry 
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LEFT SIDE OF GRAVE OF SPIRIT WORRYING YOU 
DIRT FROM CARRIED - STOPS THIS ANNOYANCE 

it on yore person , an ' dey ' ll stop 
worryin ' yo ' .  [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , 
(1104 ) , 1778 : 4 . ] 
7 6 5 9 .  Go tuh de graveyard an ' git 

s ome graveyard du s t  from de sunr ise [ eas t ]  side an ' put it in de left shoe of de 

EAST SIDE OF GRAVE - GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM - ABOUT SUNDOWN 
PUT IN VICTIM' S LEFT SIDE - TO HOLD PERSON FAITHFUL 

person dat dey want ed 
tuh be made faithful , 
yo ' undahstan ' .  If  
it ' s a woman dat ' s un-

f ai thful or i f  it ' s a man dat unfaithful , put dat graveyard dus t in da t left shoe 
an ' dat will have de des ired result s .  

(That will make them stay at home . 
ab out ? ) 

Take some old sho e  that they won ' t know 

Yes , some of de shoes dat dey weah , ah presume j es '  de shoe dat dey weah . 
Jes ' lak i f  it were mah lef t  shoe an ' mah wife could arrange tuh have somebody 
dat had dat araft [witchcraft ] yo ' know, tuh git dat [ dirt ] an ' [ I ]  wear it on 
me mos ' evah day , why ah wouldn' t run away . Ah have tuh be faithful • .  Git i t  
from d e  eas t side , from de sunrise s ide o f  d e  grave . 

(They go o ut there you say when? ) 
S ometime , yo ' undahstan ' about sundown . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1374) , 2436 : 1 . ] 
7660 . Git chew a li ' le graveyard dirt , if yo ' kin gi t on de east side of  a 

grave . Gi t chew some white vaseline an ' make yo ' a salve [with this graveyard 

EAST SIDE OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - MIX WITH WHITE VASELINE 
AND DEAD FOOTSKIN - ANOINT VICTIM 9 MORNINGS - GOES LAME 

dirt ] .  Make dat salve 
an ' yo ' kin ' no int dat 
person unb eknown tuh 
' im , an '  he ' ll go 

lame. He ' ll nevah be no mo ' good in dat foot as long as yo ' ' noint ' im. But 
yo ' have tuh ' no int ' im  fer nine mawnin ' s wit dat graveyard dirt an ' dis white 
vaseline an ' de s tuff dat chew scrape from undah ' is foot - kin ' a  dead skin-lak 
yo ' go tta git from undah ' is foot . An '  he ' ll nevah be no mo ' good in dat foo t .  

(That foot i s  supposed t o  go lame . I see . ) [Norfolk ,  Va . , (491) , 5 26 : 3 . ]  
7661 . Well , ah don ' know ab out keepin' ' em away but dere ' s somep in yo ' kin 

do dat he won ' t bothah yo ' . Go tuh de graveyard an ' git chew some graveyard 

EAST S IDE OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - SEW INTO NEW COTTON 
BALLED LEAVING TAIL FOR THROWING - PAS S HOUSE - SWING 
ACROSS SAY ING "MOVE , YO '  DEVIL, MOVE" - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

dirt , go as fur [far ]  
on de east s ide as yo ' 
kin git it . Take yo ' 
a piece of bran ' -new 
co tton an ' sew yo '  up 

a ball o f  i t  [ graveyard dirt ]  intuh dis co tton an ' leave yo ' a tail [ long piece 
of  thread ] tuh i t dat yo ' kin throw it . [ Several rites in Hoodoo use tai ts for 
throwing . ]  Yo ' come along , ah wan ' cha tuh move . Ah ' m  goin ' walk by yore house 
an '  s ay ,  "Move , yo ' devil , move , "  an ' throw it acrost chure house [ demons trates] . 

(Throw it back over your shoulder , your left shoulder away over the house . )  
I t  goes ovah any part , de low p art ; ovah yore porch or anythin ' .  Throw it 

ovah dere an ' yo ' nevah look back : "Move , yo ' devil , move . "  
(And they ' ll move out of the house? ) 
Yes ,  sir . [ This is another one o f  those  rare swinging in a circle about head 

and letting-go r ites . ]  [Norfolk , Va . , (491) , 5 27 : 1 . ] 

WEST OR SUNDOWN SIDE OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM 
SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEPS - DEATH WITHIN 7 DAYS 

7 66 2 .  Go tuh de graveyard an ' go 
tuh sundown part of de grave , an ' 
git dat dirt an ' carry tuh j es ' 
whoevah house yo ' goin ' carry it 

tuh . An' yo ' sprinkle it all roun'  de do ' step where dey walks out , dey wouldn ' t 
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[ couldn ' t ]  miss it . Put i t  down dere 
week ' fo '  [before ] dey die . [ Sumter , 

an ' dey step in it 11 it '110111dn' t be ovah a 
s .  Car . , (1345) , 2327 : 17 . ] 

ENDS OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - TIE UP - FOR LUCK 
PUT IN EAST END CORNER OF YOUR HOUSE 

7 66 3 .  Git aa.e graveyard dirt 
outa each end of de grave ., yo ' 
undahs tan • , an '  den yo '  ld.n take 
an ' tie it up an' put it in de 

east end o f  de cornah o f  yore hous e .  
(952) , 1538 : 4 . ] 

Dat fo ' tub bring luck . [Memphis., Tean • •  

7664 . Dey go tuh de cemetery , a person would , if dey try tuh do yo ' .ean. 
Jes ' lak s omebody ' s  buried dis evenin ' , go dere an ' gi t de dirt outa his grave. 

3 PLACES ON GRAVE OPENED THAT DAY - DIRT FROM 
FEET - STOMACH - HEAD - SNAKESHED POWDERED 
THROW IN FORM OF CROSS - WHERE DEVILMENT IS  

Go dere an ' git it  down nex' tuh 
' is feet an ' outa his stomach an '  
outa de haid . An ' take it an '  
gi t chew a snakeshed an '  put a11 
dat - mix ' em tuhgethah an ' cross 

' em  [ throw dir t  in form of a cross ] an ' yo ' aim dat whare dey doin ' yo ' dirty . 
(Well , now you get this dirt from three places out of  the grave , but it  must 

be a grave that ' s  been opened that day - mus t be a grave from that day . And you 
put this ins ide the snakeshed and you grind the snakeshed up like that . And then 
you mix the grave dir t with that . Show me what you do with this powder then . ) 

Yo ' take dis powdah an ' put i t , an ' bury hit undah yore s teps . I f  dat person 
come at night an ' do anythin ' dere , dat ' ll keep ' em away from dere . Dey ' ll j es '  
go an ' travel an ' t ravel , an ' j es '  come tuh b e  nuthin but skin an ' bone.  Always 
travel . 

(What about the eyes going down? ) 
I f  yo ' use snakeshed an ' graveyard dirt . 

body ,  yo ' s ee . Dey ket ches de same d isease . 
bit chew, see . 

Yo ' see , all dat j es '  goes wit de 
De snake , yo ' know , j es '  lak he 

(Well how does it get into them? Does it get in through his eye or what? )  
I t  will gi t intuh de eye , but people use i t  in diff ' ren ' kind [ of ways ] .  Jes ' 

lak yo ' s  heah an ' ah do ' s  disaway . Well , when ah ' m talkin ' an ' yore haid - take 
.ah han ' disaway , it will kill ' em [you ] . 

(Which way are you going to do . Aft er you get this snakeshed and graveyard 
dir t ground toge ther , now what are you going to do with it ? Are you going to  
throw it around that p erson or are you going to  put it  under your door . Which 
are you going to do with that ? Or do you do both things? ) 

Put it roun ' yore home . 
(And what is that supposed to do then? ) 
It  ' sposed tuh break up whut dey wan ' tuh do tuh yo ' . 
(And what will happen to them? ) 
Sompin happen tuh ' em,  dey has bad luck . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (1503) , 2669 : 1 . ] 
7665 . Dey kin take sulphur . Dey kin take sulphur an ' dey run a row [ trench] 

in front of  dey do ' wit some li ' le s tick an ' sprinkle it aroun ' lak seeds yo' 

9 GRAVES - GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM 
SULPHUR IN TRENCH FROM HOUSE TO STREET 

know. An '  den dey run a spade row in 
front of  dat house an ' turn it back , up 
de road or down de road , an' dey covah 
it up . Dey covah it up an ' nobody pays 

DO ' tenshun tuh it . Some claims dat will make d em move . 
( In digging this lit tle dit ch , they begin at the house with a stick and drag 

it right on out to the s treet . )  
Dey go right tuh de s tep an' take de 

.ab knife , an ' come clean across de do ' 
de do ' s tep an ' make a straight line tuh 

stick , trim i t  sharp , yo ' see , j es '  lak 
dere . An ' den dey come back in front of  
de edge o f  de s treet , an ' turn it [ trench ] 
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up or down [ the street ] an ' sprinkle sulphur ' cro s s  it dis way . An '  turn i t  down 
one way or de othah . 

(They make a s traight line right in front of the door , making the trench out 
from that s traight line like the letter " T" ?  And at the end of  that let ter "T" 
[ the cro ssed p ar t  at the s treet ] you go one way or the other? )  

Make i t  "L" [ ins tead o f  "T" ]  a t  de bottom ,  [ then go ] one way or de othah . 
(That would move them out . ) 
Dere ' s  a superior way , people says it ' s  a surer way . Dey goes tuh de grave

yard where  dey has relations buried an ' dey git a pinch of dirt o f fa nine graves , 
j es '  a p inch . An '  put it in dat li ' le box , a li ' le pas tebo ' d box of  some kind , 
or  a j ar or s omepin . Den dey takes dis li ' le pinch of dirt , git nine pinches 
of it , an ' dey put three pinches on de s tep [ demons trates ] .  

(In a row. ) 
In de c entah an '  at each end . An '  dey puts six pinches - put three pinches in 

dis line an' two pinches in dis line , an '  two pinches in de "L" line . An ' dey 
call dat superior . Dere no way he ' s gonna lose now. 

(They use the same shape as that sulphur ? )  
D e  same way wit dat dirt as wit dat sulphur . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 147 6 ) , 

2654 : 2 3-2655 : 1 . ] 
7666 . I f  yo ' want a person , tuh drive ' em 

Take an ' go tuh de centah of  de graveyard an ' 
away , yo ' take de graveyard dirt . 
git de graveyard dirt . If yo ' 

CENTER O F  GRAVEYARD - DIRT FROM - MAKE S  A QUINCUNX 
CRAWL UNDER VICTIM ' S HOUSE TO CENTER - ANOTHER QUINCUNX 
HOLDING D IRT - CRAWL TO FRONT SPRINKLE DIRT TO STREET 
AND BEYOND - NAMING VICTIM AND GOD - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

front o f  de house an ' cast it onto de front o f  de house .  
chew go , yo ' carry i t  right ' long wit chew an ' name i t  as 
will go de same distance . Dey will go , dey cain ' t s tay . 

(You carry that dirt and you scatter it  as you go . )  

wan ' a  person tuh drive 
' em away , yo ' name dem 
in de han ' s of God .  
Crawl halfway d e  dis
tance up undah de house. 
Bring de dirt tuh de 
An' whatevah way dat 
yo ' go . An ' de person 

S cat tah it as yo ' walk. S ow it j es '  lak a person would sow oat s . 
(You crawl under the house firs t ? ) 
Go undah de side of de house an ' don ' t look back ; j es '  keep right  on plowin ' 

[ crawling under hous e] , don ' look back not atall . 
(You crawl under the side o f  the house to the center? ) 
To de centah . 
(And from the center where do you crawl? ) 
To de front , right on out tuh de front ; right on out tuh de front , an ' j es '  

keep right on . But don ' look back .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1384) , 2460 : 4 . ] 

(g) . DIG DOWN INTO GRAVE HOW FAR 

7 6 6 7 . Dey said dey would take - j es ' lak yo ' kin go tuh de cemetery an ' dey ' d 
git dere a certain hour in de night , twelve a ' clock in de night ,  an ' git some 

4 INCHES DEEP - HOLE IN GRAVE - AT MIDNIGHT - TAKE DIRT 
SPRINKLE IN SHOES - FEET BECOME BOILY - IN BIG SORES 

dirt from a dead person 
grave . Dey moves de top 
o f da t an ' dig a hole 
about fo ' inches deep , 

an ' git  some dirt den from dat , if dey wanted tuh make yo ' sick or somp in .  An ' 
dey come tuh yore hom6 an ' be  settin ' down an ' talkin ' wit chew an ' look undah 
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yore desk or somewhere an ' a pair of shoes or sompin othah dere . Dey j es ' sprin
kle a li ' le of  dat dus t , de dus t of dat grave in yore shoe , an ' it would cuz yore 
feet tub become sore an '  b oily - break out in b ig s ores . [ Sumter ,  S . Car . , (1381 ) , 
2452 : 3 . ] 

7668 . Yo ' kin go tub de graveyard at twelve a ' clock in de night ; not let it 
be ovah twelve a ' clock an ' yo ' reach yore han ' down in de grave - say it ' s  no 

6 INCHES DEEP - HOLE IN GRAVE - AT MIDNIGHT - TAKE DIRT 
T.HROW ON GIRL ' S WINDOW FOR LOVE - ON HOUS ETOP FOR DEATH 

harm - j es ' about six 
inches down an ' git 
chew a han ' fulla dirt 
an ' hold it in yore 

band , not s lid e it out , an ' hold it in yore hand - an '  walk on back , an ' de girl 
dat yo ' want , if yo ' want ' er tub love yo ' , yo ' throw it up on ' er windah , eithah 
vay up on ' er shade or windah , or anything , so it b e ' s ' er room.  

An ' if yo ' do  wan ' tub do  her s ome damage , don ' throw it up on de house .  Den 
she ' ll be sick ' long as yo ' s tay in town , an ' git dwindlin ' an ' quite natchal 
[natural ] she ' ll s oon fine ly [ f inally ] die , if she stay roun ' dere an ' be pas s in ' 
dat - attah yo ' do done [ dat ] chew know , if yo ' go tub de daid , an ' sech as dat , 
becuz dat ' s  de thing dat EVAH ' BODY ' S  SCARED TUH GO TUH DE GRAVEYARD AN '  GIT DIRT 
LAK DAT . But dat ' s  so  about dat ' cuz ah have did it mahself . Dose things ah'm 
talkin ' ' bout ah done it  mahself . 

(That ' s  all you have to do with that graveyard dirt , throw it on her window? ) 
Yeah , throw it on her windah . 
(What will that do t o  her then? ) 
Dat will make her love yo ' , if yo ' throw it on ' er windah .  [ Fayet;_teville , N .  

Car . , (1438) , 2608 : 1 . ] 
7669 . Yo ' kin dig about six inches in de graveyard , an ' yo ' git some of dat 

fine dirt , dat dirt about s ix inches down . Take dat an' put i t  in a cup an ' yo '  

6 INCHES DEEP - HOLE IN GRAVE - DIRT IN CUP - ADD LODESTONE 
PUT UNDER YOUR HOUSE - MAKES WOMAN STAY WITH YOU 

git some lodestone 
an '  put in it too . 
An ' yo ' shet it up . 
(What do you do that 
for? ) 
Dat ' s  fo ' a woman , 

tub make her stay wi t  chew , yo ' got dat dust . See , yo ' go t ta take it , see , put 
dat undah yore house an ' she ' d  s tay dere . She ain ' t  goin ' leave . [ Memphis , 

ELBOW DEEP IN GRAVE - DIRT IN SACK - WEAR 
Tenn . , (1 533) , 2750 : 8 . ] 
7 670 . Well , yo ' kin take graveyard 
dir t .  Run yore arm d own in d e  grave 

tub yore elbow an ' take graveyard dirt . Make yo '  a li ' le sack. I t makes yo ' 
lucky , yo ' kin j es ' weah it in yore pocket . Dat make yo ' lucky . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1095 ) ,  1765 : 9 . ] 

7671 . Yo ' kin bring up confusion by goin ' tub 
craveyard dirt , but yo ' have tuh run yor e han ' as 

ELBOW DEEP IN GRAVE - DIRT FROM - PAY 3 PENNIES 

de graveyard an ' gittin '  some 
fur down in dere as yo ' poss ' ly 

kin ; but chew mus ' carry 
three pennies , brass pen
nies . Dese pennies , yo ' 
know , j es '  carry dat ' long 

3 INGREDIENTS : GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 

wit chew , when y o '  go out dere . 
an '  yo' do ' s  dat . 

Den when yo ' bring yore han ' up dat pays off , 

CWhat do you do with it then? ) 
Well , yo ' kin j es '  use it eithah way. 

.ake him go wit de same dir t .  
(Tell me h ow  you would use it ? )  

Yo ' kin make him stay home or yo ' kin 
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Well , yo ' could put some sulphur an ' brims tone wit dat . Put dem three tuh
gethah .  Yo ' takes dat an ' carry dat an '  put it ins ide de house an ' dat will cuz 
confusion . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2398 : 5 . ] 

767 2 . He [my contact man ] wus askin ' me about how would yo ' git a woman away 
from yore home , i f  yo ' didn ' t want ' er .  Wal 1 ah tole him dat dey kin go tuh a 

3 FEET DOWN INTO EVIL PERSON ' S  GRAVE - 3 SPOONFULS OF DIRT 
3 INGREDIENTS : GRAVEYARD DIRT - BLACK PEPPER - SULPHUR 
3 TIMES CURSE - 3 TIMES HOLLER 110011 - OVERBOARD IN BOTTLE 

graveyard where yo ' 
know it ' s  some evil 
p erson had . died , an ' 
dig down dere about 
three feet an ' git 

so much - ' bout three teaspoonsful of sand an ' mix i t  in with some black peppah 
an ' take an ' mix some sulphur in it an ' carry it  an ' throw it ovahb o ' d in a bot
tle , an ' curse dat at de present time , lak "Go . "  Curse at de present time 
three times an ' holler "go" - " go" - "go . "  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1226) , 2083 : 8 . ]  

7673 . De bes ' thing dat ah would do , ah would go to de cemetery twelve 
a ' clock at night an ' take [ dig ] six feet of dirt  down to the bottom o f  de grave 

6 FEET DOWN - DIG INTO GRAVE WITH LEFT HAND - AT MIDNIGHT 
DIRT ON DOORSTEP BEFORE SUNRI SE - HOUSE BECOMES UNEARTHLY 

wit mah lef ' han ' 
an ' sprinkle dat 
roun ' yore front 
do ' s tep b efo ' d e  

sunris e .  Well ,  dat house will  become unearthly fo ' yo ' ,  an '  yo ' gotta  move out . 
[ Informant , o f  course , does not dig down 6 feet . He digs down 6 inches , which 
symb oli zes the 6 feet . ] [Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1459) , 2648 : 15 . ] 

7674 . Dey say if yo ' wanted luck , if yo ' havin ' bad luck , dat chew could go 
tuh de graveyard an '  dig down wit chure hand a certain depth an ' gi t some dus t 

near where de corpse lay at . An ' tie dat up in a 
NEAR WHERE DE CORPSE LAY AT bag an ' carry it roun '  wit yo ' ,  an ' yo ' kin lead 

anybody roun ' wit yo ' lak dat . Dey would believe 
in yo ' mos t  gener ' ly [generally ] . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (996) , 1612 : 2 . ] 

(h ) . AMOUNT OF GRAVEYARD DIRT TO USE 

7675 . Ef anyone in yore neighborhood is doin ' yuh any harm an ' yo ' don ' want 
' em in yore neighborhood , why yo ' j es '  go tuh de graveyard an ' take a penny an ' 

PINCH OF GRAVEYARD DIRT 
reach down dere an' git  chew some dir t chew know. An '  
take a pinch of dat dirt an ' bring dat dirt back an ' 
j es '  throw it on de flo ' . An ' dey sweep it out , why 

de spiri ts will worry ' em so dey has tuh leave dere , dey cain ' t evah stay dere . 
(Whose floor do you throw that graveyard dirt on? ) 
On dere flo . 
(O f the people that you want to move ? )  
Yes sir , wants tuh move ' em outa dere . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1044) , 1694 : 1 . ] 
7 6 7 6 . I f  any harm wuz roun '  yore place , go tuh a graveyard tuh de wicke s t  

person dat chew know dey buried in dere . Yo ' come in  on de right-han ' s ide of  

3 FINGERS OF  DIRT - AS MUCH AS CAN BE PICKED UP WITH 
THUMB AND INDEX AND MIDDLE FINGERS - AT 9 : 30 P . M. FROM 
RIGHT-HAND SIDE OF WICKED PERSON ' S  GRAVE - ADD BLUESTONE 
SPRINKLE AT FOUR CORNERS OF DOORSTEP - TO KILL EVIL 

dat grave as near as  
yo ' kin .  
(The right hand side 
as you enter , come to 
the head of the grave.) 

go down , run yore han ' down in dere an ' come out wit as 
Yes , dat ' s it . An '  yo ' 

much dirt as yo ' kin hold 
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in three fingers [ demonstrates ] .  
(In the thumb , the index and the middle finger o f  the right band . )  
Yes .  Den yo ' go ahead an ' yo ' git chew some bluestone , pound i t  up fine . 

Den yo ' go tuh all fo ' cornah of yore s teps an ' yo ' sprinkle dat down , but yo '  
do ' s  dat at nine- thirty at night . An ' ah don ' cah [ care ]  whut nobody put tuh 
de dat s teps , dat stuff will run it ' way from dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359) ,  
239 5 : 1 . 1 

7 67 7 .  I f  anyone disliked yuh an ' wan '  
neighbah - dey go tuh de cemetery an ' git 

choo tuh move - lak yuh a nex ' -do ' 
graveyard dirt tuh make yuh move. Dey 

3 HANDFULS OF DIRT - ELBOW DEEP - AT MIDNIGHT - IN BUCKET 
3 PENNIES IN GRAVE - DIRT AT DOOR DRIVES PERSON AWAY 

say dey go in dere 
at twelve a ' clock at 
night an ' run dere 
han ' s  j is '  as fer as 

de j oint of  dere elbow right down in de earth , an '  git chew three han ' fulla dat 
fresh graveyard dirt outa dere an ' put it in a bucket . An ' bury three pennies 
in dat dirt when yuh take out de las ' han ' ful out . Yuh put three pennies in de 
grave . Dey say dat ' s  payin ' fer it . An ' den yuh bring it  back an ' sprinkle it 
aroun ' de person do ' . An ' dat will make him leave . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (214 ) , 
119 : 8+85 . ]  

76 7 8 .  Go tuh de graveyard if yo ' wanta 
money , or want yo ' a good j ob .  Yo ' kin go 
some dirt from off de grave , but le t it b e  

do anything ; i n  fac ' , if yo ' want some 
tuh de graveyard an ' yo '  kin git chew 
a wicked person . Don ' t let it b e  a 

3 HANDFULS OF DIRT - 6 INCHES DOWN IN WICKED GRAVE 
SEW INTO RED FLANNEL WITH : SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 

ON STARTING BUSINESS TRIP - BURN LITTLE - WITH INCANTATION 

good person .  Try 
an ' l et it be a 
wicked person yo ' 
see . Yo ' go dere 
tuh dat grave an ' 

yo' digs down dere j es '  about - well , j es '  about a half a foo t ,  an ' yo ' git some 
o£ dat dirt out o f  dere . Git chew j es '  about three good han ' fuls lak dat . Take 
dat on home wit chew. An '  yo ' take dat an ' git chew s ome red peppah an ' some 
salt an ' sulphur an ' yo ' mix all dat up tuhgethah . Put a li ' le b it of  it  in a 
piece of  flannen clo th an ' sew it up . Weah it  in yore pocket . Evah mawnin ' take 
a li ' le bit  ' fo '  [before ]  yo ' walk out : " By de help of God on mah j ourney , ah hope 
ah ' ll succeed . "  Put a li ' le bit  in de fiah .  Evah mawnin ' ,  evah time yo ' goin ' 
off tuh transact business , yo ' know , or anything lak dat , yo ' do dat . But chew 
keep dat dus t in yore pocket in dat red flannel . Keep dat in yore pocket an ' evah 
mawnin ' when yo ' gwine off  tuh business , anything yo ' wanta ' tend tuh anything yo' 
wanta do , when yo ' do dat it will be a success . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 
2281 : 1 . 1 

767 9 .  Ah ' sperienced dis mahself . Ah had a man an ' he wus engaged tub git 
married . When ah firs ' star ted go in ' wit ' im he tole me he wus engaged tub be 
11arried , an ' ah tole him , " Go ahead an '  git married . "  Ah didn ' t feel lak ah 

9 HANDFULS OF D IRT - PAID FOR WITH PENNIES OR RED PEPPER 
AFTER EXCHANGING HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD 

WITH PURPOSE INCANTATION CONTAINING 3 HOLY NAME S 

cared den .  well , it 
wus about two yeah ' s  
time ,  dis woman whut 
he wus supposed tuh 
git married , he tole 

.e she wus in town. He said 
Ah said , "Go ahead . " 

he would have tuh go down dere where she wus . 

He took me an ' carried me home . Aftah ah got home ah got tuh thinkin ' ' bout 
it an '  ah j es '  decid ed . Ah ' d  heard dat such things could be done . So ah got 
.ah niece an ' we went out tuh de cemetery . Yo ' go tuh a grave an ' yo ' take de 
beadbo ' d an ' throw it tuh de foot , an '  say , "As ah throw dis headbo ' d ,  In de Name 
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of de Fathah an '  de Son� an '  de Name of de Ho ly Ghost , as ah throw dis headbo ' d 
tuh de foo t o f  dis grave , ah want chew tuh change John ' s min ' off  dis woman an ' 
place it  on me , In de Name of de LauJd. " An '  yo ' go tuh de foo t  an ' yo ' do de 
same thing as yo ' have at de head . Den aftah yo ' do dat , yo '  go an ' git chew 
nine han ' fuls of dirt outa de grave . An '  aftah yo ' git dat dirt out a de grave , 
den yo ' have somep in tuh put down dere - pennies . Put ' em  in dere , say ,  "Ah ' s  
givin '  yo ' dis money tuh pay yo ' fo ' whut yo ' are do in '  fo ' me In de Name of de 
Lo:rod. " An ' it won ' t be long - ah know dat wus de thing dat run dat woman ' way 
from Florence . An' she have nevah been back heah since . 

(What did you do with that dirt after you got that d i rt ? )  
Ah brought d e  dirt home but ah nevah did know whut tuh d o  wit it . Ah brought 

it  home an ' kept i t  fo ' a long time .  Ah didn ' t know whut tuh do wit de dirt . 
But de woman [dbator] dat tole me tuh do dat , she tole me dat plenty hell  could 
be  raised wi t dat dirt , but ah don ' t know how. [ Or you could ] use dis red pep
p ah .  INSTEAD OF PUTTIN ' PENNIES IN DERE , YO ' JES ' PUT RED PEPPAH. But chew got
ta have a odd numhah if yo ' put red peppah - anything, j es '  have a odd numbah -
in dis grave when yo ' take dat dirt out . [THIS IS  SURELY MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF A 
RED-PEPPER PAYMENT INSTEAD OF MONEY . ] [Florence , S .  Car . , (1292) , 2 19 2 : 1 . ] 

(i) . TALK TO OR INSTRUCT GRAVE SPIRIT 

7680 . (Have you ever heard o f people calling your spirit away? Bringing 
s omebody ' s spirit to you? )  

Oh yes , dat b e  done o n  special o ccas ion , 
ah would take yo ' tuh de graveyard an ' call 

on certain [ time ] yo ' come tuh me an ' 
de man an ' have him talk tuh yo ' . 

TALK TO SPIRIT AT GRAVE - DAT 'S DE SPIRITUAL LINE • • •  
DIFF 'REN ' FOHN FROM DE "WITCHCRAFT:! BUSINESS " 

(Can you tell me o f  a case 
of that kind ? )  

· 

Dat ' s  de spiritual line . 
Dat sp iritual , gittin ' 

down tuh de spiritual now . Yo ' d  have tuh act in 
from de witchc�fty business . Dat two diff ' ren ' 
[Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 509) , 5 7 0 : 1 . ] 

a diff ' ren ' way , diff ' ren ' form 
things , pictures yo ' know . 

7681 . [Here is a rare rite . While talking to the grave spirit , ask him to 
g ive you a s ign before you ·leave the grave , that you will be successful in your 

undertaking with his 
dirt . ] 

WRITE KILLING REQUEST AND PUT IN HAND OF CORPSE 
BEFORE BURIAL - OR AFTER BURIAL PUT WRITTEN REQUEST 
ELBOW DEEP WI TH  2 PENNIES IN GRAVE - ASKING 
FOR SIGNS OF SUCCESS - SUCH AS WIND BLOWING ON CALM DAY 

What dey do wit it?  
Well , dey take dat , yo ' 
see ,  an ' dey go an ' 
shake hands wit de de� 
yo ' s ee . Den dey give 
dat to dem .  
(Well , how do they do 
that? They get hold of 

your handwri ting . And how would they shake hands with the dead , then ? )  
Well , yo ' see , yo ' g o  tuh a pus son who ' s neighb ah yo ' know died , yo ' know 

[bur ied ] . An '  yo ' go down elbow deep an '  yo ' know , when yo ' git down elbow deep , 
down dere it ' ll be as cold as de pus son is dead , yo ' see . An ' yo ' talk tuh ' em 
an ' yo ' ll reques t whethah yo ' be successful an ' tell ' em give yo ' a sign . Well ,  
if it ' s  a calm day , yo ' call de sign , an ' yo ' tell ' em  tuh make a - shake a limb 
on a tree or shake a bush or send a breeze of  wind . An ' he give yo ' a s i gn  by 
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dat , yo ' know . Yo ' know whethah yo ' be successful when yo ' leave [ the  grave ] or 
not .  He give yo ' de sign ' fo '  yo ' leave , yo ' know . 

(Well , what do you do with this handwriting?) 
Dey j es '  take it  an ' put it right - as yo ' go down dere elbow deep, dey' ll  put 

it in dat hole an ' pay ' em two cents an ' tell ' em whatcha wanta happen v.it dis ,  
yo ' know , what chew wanta happen - kill [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , (518 , DDcto.r Bela� 
see p . 2260 , etc . ) ,  609 : 8 . ] 

7 682 . Tuh put evil spirits behin ' yo ' ; 
de dir t  off  of  a grave but chew do not git 

yo ' goes tuh a graveyard an' yo' pts 
it offa a person grave dat died - dat 

wuz a Christian an' 11e11t tub 
TUH PUT EVIL SPIRITS BEHIND YO ' 

SINNER' S  GRAVE - LEAVE DIME - TAKE DIRT 
SPRINKLE ANYWHERE ENEMY LIVES - CALL SPIRIT ' S  NAME 

TELL SPIRIT TO TORMENT THAT ENEMY - ENEMY LEAVES 

heaven . Yo ' gits it off a 
sinner ' s  grave , a person dey 
know God won ' pardon dere 
s ins . See . An '  when yo ' 

goes tuh git dat dirt chew 
leaves a dime , an ' yo ' takes dat dirt an ' sprinkle it anywhere where anybody ' s  
dead [ alive ] an ' call dat pers on name whut ' s  daid an ' tell ' em yo ' want ' em tuh 
to ' ment ' em.  An ' dey will to ' ment dat person an ' dey won ' be  able tuh stay no
where roun ' where yo ' puts dat dirt . [Algiers , La . , (1577 ) , 2 9 02 : 5 . ] 

768 3 .  Ah know in one ins tance ' bout de graveyard dirt . In case yo ' wanta see 
somebody an ' yo ' wuz away an ' dey would die [while you were abs ent ] or somepin 

IF SOMEONE DIED WHILE YOU WERE AWAY AND YOU WANT TO SEE HIM 
PUT HIS GRAVE DIRT IN A CLOTH AND CALL HIM TO APPEAR 

YOU CAN DO THIS AT THE GRAVE OR AT HOME 

lak dat , ah know 
o f  an instance . 
Yo ' git dis grave
yard - j is '  find 
out whut grave or 

cemetery it is , j is '  de spot dey is buried , an ' yo '  git dis dirt from dis place 
an '  take it home wit chew . I f  it clay , an '  it more den ap t tuh b e  clay , yo ' take 
an '  powdah i t  up lak black snuff or sompin lak dat . An '  put it in a clo th an ' 
say , dat chew wanta see dis person or de person wants tuh see yo ' .  Den yo ' take 
dis when yo ' git ready tuh go tuh see dis person , or dat person [ in the spirit ] 
come tuh see yo ' [because his spirit follows his dirt ] . Yo ' take dis heah , lak 
if yo ' goin ' out tuh de graveyard , an ' call de person tuh see yo ' ; [ o r ]  take dat 
wit chew , take dat b ack tuh de same p lace where y o '  got it at . An '  call dat per
son an ' talk tuh dem,  an '  tell ' em whut chew wanta tell ' em ,  or he kin tell yo ' . 

(You dig that out o f  the grave to call them out of  the grave? ) 
Yessuh , ah saw a man do dat once . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1393) , 2505 . ] 
7684 . Yo ' go tuh a - if  s omebody troublin '  yo ' an ' yo ' j is '  want ' em  tuh git 

in trouble , see . Yo ' go tuh a sinnah - yo ' gotta know somebody wuz a wicked 
sinnah an '  got killed - yo ' see , a gamblah . Yo ' go tuh ' is haid an ' d ig down 

KNOW S INNER WHO GOT KILLED - HEAD OF GRAVE - DIG DOWN 
WRIST DEEP - 3 PENNIES - TELL SPIRIT TO GIVE HELL TO PERSON 
BOTHERING YOU - TAKE DIRT � DON ' T  LOOK BACK - MIX WITH DOG 
AND CAT HEAD AND TAIL HAIR - URINE - SALT - RED PEPPER 
THROW AT VICTIM ' S HOUSE - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - RUN THEM AWAY 

about wrist deep . 
An '  put three pen
nies dere an' j is '  
tell it - j is ' lak 
yo ' talkin' tuh 
' im - j is ' lak yo ' 
know ' im , say , "So

an ' -so-an ' -so , ah wan ' chew tuh go tuh Such-an ' -such-a-one an ' give dem hell , 
jis ' give dem hell . Wham ! Fight ' em , make ' em fight . Make ' em  kill if it ' s  
necessary . "  An '  yo ' put de pennies dere . Kivah [ cover ] de hole up an '  go off . 
Walk off  an ' nevah look back .  Yo ' take dat graveyard dirt an' yo ' ketch yore 
dog an ' cut some hair o f f  de end of ' is tail , see . All right , yo ' ketch chew a 
ket [ cat ] . Yo ' cut some hair off  ' is haid an ' ' is tail . An' yo ' take dat dog 
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an ' cut j is '  a li ' le bit o f  hair out ' is fo ' haid . Yo ' git s ome o f  dis urinate , 
see . Al l right yo '  gi t yo ' some red peppah , table salt , put wit dat . An '  yo ' 
go by where dem peop le s tay an ' j is '  tell ' em [ dirt and its ingredients ]  what 
chew want ' em do wit i t .  An ' throw it . Don ' t evah look back , keep goin ' .  An '  
yo ' ain ' t goin ' b e  a minute off fo ' yo ' s ee ' em raisin ' Sam [ Sam = devil ] .  Dey 
goin ' move from der e .  Aftah while dey goin ' move from dat state . 

(That is to run them out of  there , run them away . ) 
Dat ' s  tub run ' em away . Dat ' s  hard tub ovahcome . Now ah heah ' n [heard ] a 

man tell dat an ' ah seen i t  work . See , fo ' a fact he used tub git me tub go by 
dere s ometime an ' throw it dere .  Dis ole Doator Bush . [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
( 549 ) , 682 : 2 . ] 

7685 . Now , ah saw a woman throw graveyard 
ah know de woman is gone . She lef ' evahthin ' 

dirt week fo ' [before] las ' , an ' 
in de house [she left so fas t ] . 

S INNERMAN ' S GRAVE - MONEY IN - DAT 'S PAYIN ' 'EM FO ' DE DIRT 
TELL DAT SPIRIT TUH RUN 'EM AWAY 

SPRINKLE DIRT ACROSS DOOR OR IN HOUSE 

(Well , how did she 
use that graveyard 
dirt? )  
Well , yo ' go t ta git 
it o ff a sinnahmarr s 

grave an ' den yo ' go tta put so much money in dis grave . Dey say dat ' s  payin ' ' em 
fo ' de dirt . An '  den yo ' tell dat spirit tub run ' em away . An '  dat spirit runs 
' em away . 

(And then waht do you do  with the dirt after you get the dirt ? ) 
Yo ' take de dirt , care [ carry ] it an ' sprinkle it across dat do ' ,  or if yo ' 

kin git it  ins ide , put it ins ide - inside de house .  An '  if yo ' cain ' t  git it  
inside de hous e ,  j es ' sprinkle it cros sways de  do ' where dey gotta come ovah i t . 
[Norfolk , Va . ,  (486) , 515 : 5 . ] 

768 6 .  Dey say dat chew [ a  woman] could go tuh d e  c emetery , b u t  yo ' have tuh 
go dere at midnight , an ' git dis graveyard dirt , Well , ah do know a woman dat 

SINNER ' S GRAVE - DIRT FROM BREAST OF - AT MIDNIGHT 
80-AN '-SO [ SINNER ' S NAME ] • • •  AH [WOMAN PERFORMING 'RITE ] 
WAN ' CHEW TUH HOLD SECH-AN '-SECH-A-ONE [MAN] FO ' ME • • •  
SPRINKLE IT [DIRT ]  AROUND IN YOUR HOUSE FOR NINE MORNING ' S  
AN '  HE [MAN ] • • • TELL YO ' MOS 'LY EVAHTHIN ' DAT HE KNOW 

says she went dere . 
Says she git dis 
graveyard dirt but 
yo ' gits it outa de 
breast of a sinnah , 
a person dat chew 
know is a sinnah , 

Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' git it right up outa his breas t ,  an ' tell ' im dat ahew git
tin ' dis heah dust an ' yo ' want it tuh ho Zd seah-an ' -seah-a-one .  Yo ' gittin ' 
dis - j es '  lak yo ' go an ' git it ,  says So-an '-so, ah 'm gittin ' dis .  Ah wan '  ahew 
tuh ho Zd seah-an '-seah-a-one fo ' me .  An '  yo ' kin take dat graveyard dir t  an ' 
sprinkle i t  aroun ' in yore house fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' he [ the man for whom the 
rite is worked ] come an ' tel l  yo ' j es ' evahthin ' mos ' ly dat he know . He ' ll come 
tuh tell yo ' mo s ' ly evahthin ' dat he know in de line of some woman dat he ' s  b een 
naggin ' at tah [ after ] or de woman naggin ' a ttah ' im . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1256 ) , 
2129 : 1 .  1 

7687 . Fo ' evil yo ' kin git  some graveyard dirt , mix up saltpetah in it an ' 
sulphur , an ' cas t it roun ' a p erson dwellin '  an ' whut yo ' wush [ done ] , say .  Put 
de jinks [ used only 3 or 4 times in Hoodoo ] on ' em in diff ' ren '  forms . It ' ll 

3 INGREDIENTS MIXED : GRAVEYARD DIRT - SALTPETER - SULPHUR 
WISE TO KNOW PERSON - PAY FOR DIRT - SAY WHAT IS  TO BE DONE 
DIRT FROM OVER HEART - ELBOW DEEP - THROW AT VICTIM' S HOUSE 

make ' em unlucky 
wit  de evil spir
its . 
In goin ' tuh de 
graveyard an ' git

tin ' dat dirt it would be wise fo ' yo ' tuh know de person whose grave yo ' goin ' 
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tuh . Den yo ' pay dem fo ' dat dirt ·an ' work wit it . Yo ' tell ' em  dat , 1 1Ah want 
chew tuh do dus [ thus ] an ' so fo ' me . " Whutsomevah dat chew wan ' ' em  tuh do . 
It  wouldn ' t make any diff ' rence . Say ,  "Ah ' m  payin' yuh tuh do so . "  

Yo ' git de dirt from o f f  de lef t  side from ovah de heart , but chao runs yore 
han' down in de grave tuh de elbow down - ought tuh be [b eyond ] yore wrist . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1086) , 17 55 : 2 . ] 

7688 . Well , dis graveyard dirt , dey say dat ' ll drive anyone from yer home . 
Yuh take dat an ' mix it wit s alt an ' some red peppah .  An ' dey s ay yo ' take dat 

3 INGREDIENTS : GRAVEYARD DIRT - SALT - RED PEPPER 
TALK TO THIS MIXTURE - SAY WHAT YOU WANT IT TO DO 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST 
SPRINKLE ABOUT VICTIM' S HOUSE - HE  WILL LEAVE 

an '  sprinkle it all aroun ' 

des e people home as neah tuh 
de home as yuh kin . An '  dey 
say yuh have tuh talk to all 
dis stuff dat chew doin' an '  
say : In de Name of de Fathah� 

Son an '  Ho ly Ghost , an ' tell it whu ' chew wan ' it  tuh do . An '  dey say dat dey be 
wantin ' tuh leave dere . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (310) , 237 : 3+85 . ]  

7689 . Graveyard dirt is all right , graveyard dirt is lucky tuh yo ' .  If yo ' 
wants some graveyard dirt tuh be lucky tuh yo ' ,  go tuh a gambler ' s  grave . An ' 

GAMBLER' S GRAVE - HEAD OF - HAND IN AS FAR AS POSS IBLE 
�: IN DE NAME OF DE LORD TUH OVAHCOME MAH ENEMIES 
TIE UP DIRT - CARRY HOME - YOU CAN MAKE MONEY GAMBLING 

s tick yore han '  down 
in de grave j es ' as 
fer as yo ' kin , right 
down at de haid of de 
grave an ' say , "Ah ' ll 

do dis In de Name of de Lord, tuh ovahcome mah enemies . "  An ' s tick yore han ' 
way down in dere an ' bring out some . Say when yo ' bring it out , take it  an ' put 
it in sompin an ' tie it up an ' care [ carry ] it home . An '  yo ' care it home den 
an ' yo' ll  be lucky - become lucky . 

Yo ' kin gamble an ' make money .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (992 ) , 1601 : 6 . ]  
7690 . Go tuh de graveyard an ' put a penny down in dere an ' take up dat grave

yard dirt In de Name of de FatherJ de Son an ' de Holy Ghost. An ' carry tuh dat 

PENNY IN THE GRAVE - PICK UP DIRT WHILE SAYING : 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, DE SON AN '  DE HOLY GHOST 

BEFORE SUNRISE - THROW AT PERSON ' S  HOUSE - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

person house [be
fore ] de sunrise an ' 
throw it , an ' yo ' 
walk off an ' don ' t 
look back . Dat ' ll 

do dat person harm. Jes ' sprinkle it all roun ' where dey gotta come out at . 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (1308) , 2 212 : 18 . ] 

7 6 9 1 .  Sprinkle it [ graveyard dirt ] in yore baid an ' it ' ll make yuh go away 
tuh nuthin. Yo ' see , if somebody die , yuh go right dere an ' take it right from 

CENTER OF GRAVE - DIRT FROM - SAYING LORD HE 'P ME 
IN MAH UNDAHTAKIN ' - PUT IN VICTIM ' S BED - WILL KILL HIM 

de grave about middle
ways [ c enter o f ]  de 
grave an ' say , "Lord , 
he ' p  [help ] me in mah 

undahtakin ' . " When dey put it in yore baid , hit ' ll make yo ' go away [ tuh nuthin • 
kill you ] . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 196) , 102 : 5+8 5 . ] 

PRAY AT GRAVE ASKING FOR LUCK IN 3 HI GHEST NAMES 
7 6 9 2 .  Ah heard ' em  say if yo ' 
wanted luck , dat chew would go 
tuh de grave ; but chew wouldn't 

have tuh git no dirt dis time . 
a prayah , an ' yo ' would ask fo ' 

But yo ' would go tuh de grave an ' yo ' would make 
yore luck , In de Name of de Father� de Son an '  de 

BOly Ghos t. 
. 

(That is all you have to do ? )  
Yassuh , dat ' s all . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1286) , 2184 : 2 . ] 
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(j). HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD 

769 3 .  They kin take those headbo ' ds or any part o f  that b o ' d , an ' if they 
wan ' a  make yo ' drift out of the neighborhood , they kin take that an ' put it to 

the doorsill , if they 
know where they live at , 

HEADBOARD OR ANY PART OF IT AT DOORSILL MOVES PERSON 
an ' make yo ' leave there . 
[Richmond , Va . , (363) , 
300 : 8+85 . ]  
7694 . I f  you bring the 
headboard from the ceme

tery an ' put it aroun ' [near } de house , why won ' t  anyone stay there . They could
n ' t s tay there , it would be hX ' nted . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , (210) , 116 : 11+85 . ] 

7695 . Lak yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' git a footbo ' d ,  or prob ' ly somepin 
s imple as a ole piece o f  tree s tump , or sompin lak dat , or some kin ' a  log out 

FOOTBOARD OR PIECE OF WOOD FROM GRAVEYARD 
THROWN IN FRONT OF PERSON ' S  DOOR 

de graveyard . Dey could take dat an ' 
j es '  t ' row it right down in fron ' of 
yore do ' . Why yo ' not payin ' so much 
' tention tuh it . Why yo ' say , "Well , 

dat ' s  only ol e piece of wood . "  Somebody comes b y  an ' say , "Look , [ So-:-an ' -so ] yo ' 
no t goin ' any bettah . "  [You b ecome ill and are not improving . ]  An '  dat ' ll make 
yo ' move , too . [Charleston , s .  Car . , (517) , 605 : 6 . ] 

7 69 6 . [He can take ]  de haidbo ' d  an ' footbo ' d , see , dem two li ' le pieces , one 
at de haid an ' one at de foot at de graveyard , dat [belong t o ] , some of ' is rela

GRAVEBOARDS OF RELATIVE TAKEN HOME BRING LUCK 
tives . Kin take dat at home an' 
it  will be lucky tuh ' im . 
(You mean the relatives of  this 

dead man will go out and take thes e boards , and that gives them luck? ) 
Sho ' [ sure ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 21) , 2 7 13 : 8 . ] 
769 7 .  Oh , de graveyard bo ' d . Yes , tell me dey take de one bo ' d .  See , some 

people ' s  got ' em up lak dat , an ' dey ' s got dey initial [name ] on ' em . Well , 

BURY FAMILY HEADBOARD AT FAMILY ' S HOUSE - ANOTHER DEATH 

bo ' ds .  Dey tell me if dey take dose  an ' bury ' em  in de 
' em ,  dey tell me in thirty days yo ' ll be daid . 

(Do they bury the stones , or only the wood ones? ) 

some are made outa 
tombstone an '  some 
made outa j es ' plain 

yard or anywhere dey g it 

De wood ones , don ' t bury de stone ones . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (611) , 7 88 : 10 . ]  
769 8 .  Dey git d e  haidbo ' d  ah b ' lieves it  is , lemme s ee now , dey take de haid-

bo ' d  an ' bury it - of a family .  Say , fo ' ins tance if ah wus mad wit chew an ' any 
kinda revenge ah could git , ah bring dat haidbo ' d  an ' bury it roun ' heah , an ' hit 
wouldn ' t be long ' fo '  [before ] one of de family would die . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
(1240) , 2110 : 7 . ] 

7699 . Take de bo ' d  an ' 
bo ' d an ' yo ' burn dat bo ' d  

bring it on home an '  burn it down on a - take de haid
on a piece of tin , an '  git de ashes an '  yo ' j es '  take 

BURN HEADBOARD - SCATTER ASHES AT HOUSE - PERSON MOVES 

dere roun ' mah house.  Dat ' ll j es '  make yo ' [me ] move , 
ville , N .  Car . , ( 1423) , 2568 : 2 . ] 

de ashes an ' j es '  go 
wheresomevah ah live 
at , an ' go throw it  

dat ' s all . [ Fayette-

7 700 . They say that chew can take the headboards of a dead p erson , I mean 
where they ' re placed at their grave , or footboards , either one , and burn them;  
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and then get some of that dust of the grave with that , those ashes , and put them 
down under a door

HEADBOARD OR FOOTBOARD ASHES AND GRAVEYARD DIRT UNDER STEPS step of an indivi
dual , and they ' ll 

become effected so that they can ' t handle themselves . They become tPicked so 
they don ' t have any defini te unders tand ing about anything . [ Elizabeth City , N .  
Car . ,  ( 18 2 ) , 39 8 : 1+85 or 5 5 3 : 1 ,  depending upon enumerat ion of  cylinders . ]  

7 7 01 . Dey ' ll go tuh de graveyard at midnight j is ' befo ' de clock strikes 
twelve , an ' dey ' ll make a cro ss  mark - dat is a X - right acros t  de footbo ' d  an '  

CROSS - MAD E  ON FOOTBOARD - THEN HEADBOARD - AT MIDNIGHT 
9 STEPS BACKWARDS WAY YOU CAME IN - TURN AND LEAVE - LUCK 

de haidbo ' d  [that is 
2 cros ses ] .  Dey go 
tuh de foot firs ' , 
den dey take nine 

s teps backwards , back de way yuh come in [ the graveyard ] ,  den yuh kin come on 
out . Dat ' s fo ' luck . [Wilmington , N. Car . , (29 4 ) , 2 17 : 2 . ]  

7 7 0 2 .  Take de haidbo ' d  from de  grave an ' dey carve , cut dat  pers on ' s name in 
it dat ' s involved , an ' dey bury it face down in de graveyard , right dere in de 

NAME OF VICTIM CARVED ON SOME HEADBOARD FROM GRAVE 
THEN BURIED FACE DOWN IN GRAVEYARD 

graveyard an ' covah it up . 
An '  dat person j is ' comes 
right down in de dirt where 
his name is down dere . He ' s  

way up in de world tuh begin wit , but dat [ is ] j inx ,  an '  he puts de j inx on ' im 
fo ' his name tuh be buried in de graveyard . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 1 5 7 6 : 5 . ] 

7 70 3 . (This grave board? )  
Dat ' s right . Wal , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' draw d e  name ovah [ offa l i t , j es ' lak 

dat person ' s  been daid . Now , if a pers on ' s been daid an ' yo ' wants tuh see ' em, 

TO TALK WITH DEAD PERSON - DRAW HEADBOARD NAME ON PAPER 
PUT ON YOUR HEAD WHILE READING BIBLE - SPIRIT WILL TALK 

wan ' ' em tuh come tuh 
yuh or sompin lak dat , 
yo ' take dat an ' draw 
' is name ovah [ offa l 

dat bo ' rd ,  steam it , j es ' lak dat , an ' yo ' read 
befo ' yo ' end [ the Psalm] an ' talk tuh yuh . 

(What do you mean by drawing that name o f f ? )  

d e  37th Psalm ,  an ' he ' ll come 

[Had the name been on a tombstone a rubbing could have been taken . ] 
Jes ' draw it off  on a tablet - papah . 
(You j ust  put the paper on there and draw it ? )  
No , j e s ' draw it  o ff wi t a pencil o n  d e  paper , j es ' lak i t  dah [ there ] an ' den 

yo ' see , yo ' put dat [ paper with name] on yore haid wit de [while you read de ] 
Bib le .  An ' yo ' read dat [Psalm] an ' he ' ll come an '  talk tuh yo ' ,  an ' tell yo ' 
whut chew want . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 8 5 : 2 . ] 

HEADBOARD - WRITE PERSON ' S NAME ON - TALK TO DEAD 
PAY DEAD - KEEPS THAT PERSON FROM LEAVING YOU 

7 7 04 . Providin ' if it ' s  a 
person dat yo '  like an '  dey 
are about tuh scurry away , 
an ' if yo ' go tuh dat ceme

tery an '  talk to de dead an ' pay dem so much , an ' yo ' write de name of de person 
on de headboard an ' dat ' ll also keep ' em from goin ' away , but it will keep ' em 

PUT MAN ' S OLD CLOTHES IN GRAVE WHILE CALLING HIS NAME 
TAKE SPLINTER FROM HEADBOARD - PUT UNDER HIS PILLOW OR BED 

[ Savannah , Ga . , 
(539) ' 660 : 3 . 1 
7705 . If yo ' wanta 
hurt anybody , yo ' 

kin go tuh de graveyard an ' call de person name . An '  carry a piece of  [his ] o le 
clothes , leave dat dere , an ' bring [ a  small piece]  eidah [ either ] de haidboard or 
de footboard ; an ' yo ' kin go tuh a person house an ' put it right undahneat ' ' is 
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pillah , [but ] undahneat ' de baid . An'  he ' ll go tuh s leep dat night an '  he ' ll 
take a pain an ' he wouldn ' t  nevah be no good tuh hisself . He wouldn ' t fin ' out 
until he die . Somebody goin ' , but she ' ll nevah let ' im ,  unless yo ' wanta turn 
' im loose .  Den yo ' kin g o  an ' turn ' im loose i f  yo ' don ' t wanta harm ' im .  

(How do you mean put that footboard under the pillow. Wouldn ' t  they feel it 
under there? )  

[Actually only a splinter from the b oard is used . ] 
No , sir , dey ain ' t  gain ' feel it . Dey ain ' t goin ' have s ense enough tuh feel 

it . [This rite is unusual . The man' s  old clothes has contact with the grave
yard dirt , and the graveyard board splinter is taken to the house as a substi
tute for the dirt . ] [ Charle ston , s .  Car . , ( ? ) ,  645 : 8 . ] 

7 706 . Dey say dey take i t  if yo ' wan ' a  person tuh leave home . J is '  lak yo '  
s tay roun ' a family of people an '  yo ' didn ' t  want dem tuh stay dere or dey were 

2 SPLINTERS FROM GRAVEBOARDS - MAKE CROSS WITH AND 
PUT UNDER VICTIM1 S DOORSTEP AT HEAD OF GRAVE MOUND 

MADE FROM DIRT TAKEN OFF HEART OF GRAVE 

' sturbin ' yo ' .  Well , yo ' 
go to  de graveyard an ' yo ' 
git  some dirt o ffa grave . 
Yo ' know about where a per
son ' s  heart is an ' yo ' take 

a knife an ' yo ' cut a splintah o ffa dat haidbo ' d  an ' a splintah o f fa de foo tbo ' d . 
Say den yo ' take dat splintah an ' make a cross out it . Chew know , lak yo ' d  make 
a cro ss . 

(Just a lit tle bit louder . )  
Yo ' make a cross outa dem two splintahs an ' yo ' take dat dirt an ' yo ' put it 

undah dere do ' step an ' make a grave out o f  it . An '  den yo ' take dat cross an ' 
stick to de haid o f  it j is ' lak it wus tuh de haid o f  a grave . Well , dey will 
have tuh move ' way from der e .  Dey cain ' t s tay dere . [Here we have 2 splinters 
from the graveboards making a cro s s  for a mock grave , a subj ect to be explored 
later in this section DEATH . ] [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1148) , 1872 : 1 . ] 

7 707 . Yo ' kin go tuh de grave an ' turn de haidbo ' d  from de grave an ' take dat 
[ dirt ] , go to a person - j es '  lak if  yo ' want a sweetheart or anything [a man to ] 

MAN TURNS HEADBOARD FACE FROM GRAVE - TAKES DIRT FROM 
PUTS UNDER HOUSE OF GIRL INTERESTED IN ANOTHER MAN 
TELLS SP IRIT TO RUN OTHER MAN FROM GIRL ' S HOUSE 

quit wit a woman - an ' 
carry it an ' put it  dere , 
an ' tell dis person tuh 
make dis man s top goin' 
dere . An ' why if he evah 

go dere at night or anythin ' , go tuh sleep , 
dat he couldn ' t  go back nohow . 

dis [ dead ] person will worry him so 

(You put that board in the house? ) 
Yas suh ,  [no ] put de dirt undah de hous e .  Den yo '  change de bo ' d  an ' git de 

dirt , de graveyard dirt , an ' carry it tuh de house . Why he couldn ' t  go back 
dere . [ S umter , s .  Car . , (1363) , 2402 : 15 . ] 

7708 . Dey kin draw yo ' on a tombs tone [ or headboard ] an ' long as dem lines 
[ remain ] where dey draws yo ' at ; dey molt away , [ I mean ] , yo ' molt away wit dem.  
See ?  

(As that person i n  the grave molts away, you will molt away? ) 
Yo ' molt  away .  
(Well , how would they draw you on that tomb s tone? ) 
Maybe have - dey done took yuh photo from s omewhere . See , yo ' [ they]  done 

took yuh photo . Well , dey kin take yuh photo an '  give it tuh somebody who know 

YOUR PICTURE DRAWN ON HEADBOARD 
how tuh retrace it an ' draw it , an ' dey kin 
draw yo ' lak dat . [An easier method would be  
to draw a circle add ing ears , eyes , mouth and 

ini tials or call name . Informant good , has the right idea but complicates i t . ] 
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[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 651} , 85 1 : 5 . ] 
7 7 09 .  Yo ' take de haidbo ' d . Now , yo ' kin take de haidbo ' d  an '  cut it roun ' 

[ demonstrates ] .  It ' s  already cut lak a haid . Well now,  if yo ' cut anotbah roun '  
ring on it , take it den an '  mark it right straight 

HEADBOARD BECOMES HUMAN IMAGE down . 
(The top of the headboard is round and you merely 

complete the circle by drawing an inverted circle under that , making it round . 
Then you draw a line s traight down . } 

See , when yo ' draw dat line s traight down , dat makes a person . De cunj uration 
dat dey put s in yo ' when yo ' draw dat line s traight down , dat ' s makes i t  start 
right up heah an ' continue tuh come - start right at de top o f  yore haid an '  come 
right straight on down . See , an '  when it git clean down , why dere ' s no mo ' of yo '. 

(How do I know I ' ve got the right person when I ' m do ing this ? )  
Well , ah tell yo ' de way i t  is . See , j is '  lak yo ' go tuh· a graveyard , yo ' go 

tuh - j is '  lak now if yo ' know a pers on an ' yo '  happen tuh be dere when dey bur
ied . Well , now , ah ' ll go right chere - ah ' ll know dis person person ' ly . Ah ' ll 
take dat haidbo ' d ,  s ee ,  an ' ah ' ll go right on . Well , now , dat ' s one in dat fam
ily is gotta go . Dat ' s  one in dat family gotta go . 

(That gets somebody in the family . )  
Someone in de same family is got ta go . 
7 7 10 . Oat ' s if yo ' daid , if yo ' daid . 

[Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1097 } , 1768 : 7 . ] 
Ah want s tuh git nex ' tuh dis man outa 

heah ' cross de street . Ah ' ll go dere [ to the graveyard ] .  Ah ' ll know yuh name . 

HEADBOARD TO PROTECT SELF - CHEST DIRT TO CONTROL NEIGHBOR 
Ah ' ll go dere an ' 
ah ' ll p ick up dat 
haidpiece [ slip of 

tongue ] from ' is feet an ' ah ' ll gi t a l ittle bit  of dat [ dirt ]  outa his chest 
down heah .  Ah wants tuh run ' im an ' wit dat chest-board [headboard ] .  Ah ' ll take 
dat an '  covah it up an ' bring it in mah house an ' throw it undahneat ' mah house . 
An '  ah ' ll t ake de rest of  dat chest  [ dirt ] an ' cast i t  in he [his ] yard , an ' he 
can ' t  do me no harm . He ' s  daid . 

(You don ' t  do anything with those b oards , though? } 
Take dat b oard an ' put it undahneat ' yuh [ your own ] house . [ Charleston ,  S .  

Car . , (525} , 6 28 : 7 . ] 
7 711 .  Ah ' ve hear ' d  dat dey go 

haidbo ' d  an ' change it aroun ' an ' 
tuh de grave an ' talk tuh de daid an '  move de 
tell de daid whut chew want tuh be done tuh 

EXCHANGE GRAVEBOARDS - TELL SPIRIT WHAT YOU WANT 

GRAVEBOARDS OF MURDERED MAN EXCHANGED BRINGS BACK KILLER 

sech-an ' -sech-a-one , 
chew see , an ' it be 
done . [ Sumter, S .  Car. 1 
(1365} , 2409 : 9 . ] 
7 7 12 . (" If a man is 
killed" - see , tell me 
the whole story like 
that . )  
[ If a man is killed] 

dey take de footbo ' d an ' take it tuh de haid , an ' [ they take ] de haidbo ' d  an ' 
place it at de foo t , yo ' undahstand . Why yo ' do dat? Yo ' do dat in ordah tuh 
bring back de murdahah . [ This rite should have followed No . 7494 , p . 3288 . ] 
[Sumter , s .  Car . , (? ) , 2323 : 7 . ] 

7 7 13 .  Dey say yo ' take graveyard dirt . It ' s  accordin ' tuh where yo ' git it 
from, whut side yo ' git it when yo ' go in'  git graveyard dirt . Yo ' go tuh de 
craveyard an ' take de footbo ' d  an ' put it  tuh de haid ; take de haidbo ' d  an ' yo ' 
pat it tuh de foo t . An '  yo ' take dat graveyard dirt right about at de centah , 
about tuh dis fah [far ] at de centah [ demons trates ] .  
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(Up to the elbow. ) 
Yes , about tuh de elbow . 

mos ' anythin ' wi t dat , see .  
' em ,  cuz ' em tuh leave home . 

An ' yo ' take dat graveyard dirt an ' yo ' could do 
Sprinkle it roun ' a person house , dat ' ll confuse 

Sometimes cuz ' em  tuh be  spellbound , go crazy . 

EXCHANGE HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD - TAKE DIRT ELBOW-DEEP 
AT CENTER OF GRAVE - SPRINKLE - SEND AWAY OR DRIVE CRAZY 

Dis graveyard dirt , 
j es '  [ sprinkle it ] 
somewhere where dey 
kin pass ovah i t ,  walk 

ovah it . Dey t ell me dat whut graveyard dirt will do . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(about 1396) , 2512 : 3 . ] 

7714 .  Well , if yo ' wan ' a  j ob an' know where ' s  
[ if you have been dismissed ] ,  yo ' cu ' d  [ could ] go 

BEFORE SUNRISE - EXCHANGE HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD 
DIRT FROM FOOT OF GRAVE THROW TOWARDS SUNRISE 

TO OBTAIN JOB OR TO HOLD OLD ONE 

it at , or wan ' a  git de j ob back 
in de graveyard about ' fore day 

in de mawnin ' , an ' git de 
haidbo ' d  from de foot an ' 
change it tuh de haid [ and 
put the headboard at the foot 
of the grave ] , an ' git some 

o f  de sand from de foo t [ o f  the grave ] an ' throw it towards de sunrise . Den yo ' 
go on back tuh de j ob where yo ' s  workin ' at an ' don ' t even ax [ ask ] fer yuh j ob 
back or nuthin , settin ' aroun ' dere coupla [ couple o f ]  mawnin ' s ,  an ' de man will 
say come on back an ' ' vite [ invite ] chew tuh go tuh work . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , 

(265) , 261 : 2+85 . ]  
WISH IN THREE HIGHEST NAMES - EXCHANGE GRAVEBOARDS 7 715 . Yo ' d  go down tuh de 

grave an ' take de haidbo ' d  
an ' carry it tuh de foot an ' make yore wish In 
de Ho ly Ghost .  

de Name of de Father� de Son an ' 

(What would you do with the footboard then , throw it away? ) 
Bring it tuh de head . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1314 ) , 2238 : 5 . ] 
7 716 . Ah said she could go tub de graveyard . 
(The woman could go to  the graveyard . )  
An ' , yo ' know dere ' s  a haidbo ' d  an ' a footbo ' d .  Write dat individual ' s  name 

on de haidbo ' d  of de grave an '  vice versa [ likewise on] de haid [ foot ] . Take dat 

NAME ON HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD EXCHANGED - BRINGS MAN BACK 
haidbo ' d  an ' write 
' is name on it an ' 
put it back tuh dis 

foo t , an ' take de foo tbo ' d  [ and write 
dat individual will return . 

his name on it ]  an ' put it  tub de haid , an' 

(That man will come back to her? ) 
Dat ' s  right . [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1375 ) , 243 7 : 7 . ]  
7 7 17 . Yo ' could go down tuh de cemetery an '  call ' is name an ' make de change 

wit dose bo ' ds .  
(Call whose  name? ) 
Yo ' bossman ' s name ,  an ' make de change wit dose  bo ' ds ,  In de Name of de Fathah, 

de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghos t ,  an ' go tuh ' im  de nex ' mawnin ' or de same day , eithah 
one , an ' he ' ll 
settle wi t chew. 

NAME OF BOSS CALLED - EXCHANGE GRAVEBOARDS - IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
[Florenc e ,  S .  
Car . , ( 1314 ) , 
2238 : 7 . ] 
7718 . When yo ' 
wants a man tub 

s tay wit yuh , yo ' go tuh dat graveyard an ' yo ' write his name in de middle of de 
grave - on de middle of de grave j es ' write his name in de dirt . Jes ' take yore 
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fingahs yo ' know an ' write his name . Den yo ' take de footbo ' d  froa de foot an '  

NAME OF MAN WRITTEN WITH FINGER IN DIRT ON CENTER OF GRAVE 
THEN EXCHANGE GRAVEBOARDS - MAKES HIM STAY HOME 

put hit tab de baid , 
an '  take de hai.cl
bo ' d  an '  put it t:uh 
de foot , chew know. 

Jes ' change de footbo ' ds [ graveboards ] 
[Florence , s .  Car . , (1326) , 2270 : 5 . ] 

roun ' • An '  dat ' 11 make ' i.m  stay t.o.e . 

7719 . Now , yo ' take an ' yo ' go tuh de graveyard , an ' yo '  write her name down 
three times on a piece o f  papah , an ' change on de stob on de grave , yo ' know . 

3 TIMES - WRITE ON PAPER - NAME OF WOMAN WHO LEFT YOU 
GO TO GRAVE - PULL UP HEADBOARD - PUT NAME IN HOLE - POUR 

WHISKEY ON NAME FOR GRAVE SPIRIT - STICK FOOTBOARD IN 
EMPTY HEADBOARD HOLE - HEADBOARD IN EMPTY FOOTBOARD HOLE 

Well , she done lef t yo ' an ' yo ' want ' ah [ her ] b ack , see . 
tuh de foot an ' change it  [with the foo tboard ] ,  Dat ' s  to  
back . See , she have tuh come back dere . 

Pull i t  up heah [de
monstrates ] ,  see , an '  
put i t  down heah [ at 
the foot ]  - yo ' take 
de haid [headboard ] 
tuh de foot , yo ' see . 

Take de haid [board ] 
come [ to bring her ] 

(What do you do with that paper ? )  
Dat papah, yo ' got ' ah [her ] name on it a� ' yo ' [demonstrates ] put it down 

dere an ' yo ' put it [pour ] in some whiskey an ' drive it [ footb oard in hole ] . 
(You put it  [paper ] in that hole where you pull up that headboard and put it  

[headboard ] to the foo t .  Then you take the footboard and put it  back in the hole 
in the headboard ' s place ? )  

Oat ' s  right . 
(Then she ' ll come back? ) 
She ' ll come b ack . 
[ Paying the grave spirit with whiskey is fairly common , } [ Fayetteville , N .  

Car . , (1415) , 2546 : 7 . ] 
7 7 20 .  Well , yo ' goes - yo ' have tuh go dere twelve a ' clock in d e  night an '  

git dat [dirt ] . An ' yo ' bring dat back . Yo ' g o  tuh d e  graveyard an '  yo ' takes 

3 PENNIES IN CENTER OF GRAVE - TAKE DIRT AT MIDNIGHT 
AFTER CHANGING GRAVEBOARDS - SPRINKLE DIRT AT 

PERSON ' S  HOUSE - CALLING NAME , SAYING , "GO , YO ' DEVIL ! "  

it [board ] from de 
haid - yo ' takes de 
haid , put de haid tuh 
de foot [board ] an ' de 
foot [board ] tuh de 

haid . Den yo ' go right down in de middle [ o f  the grave ] wit three cent in yore 
han '  - go down in de middle . Yo ' turn ' em loose dere an ' yo ' bring up dat dir t .  
D en  yo ' carry dat back home , An '  yo ' - j es '  lak yo ' wanta put it , yo ' carry it 
tuh anyone ' s house ; if yo ' wanta run ' em  o f f ,  throw it  round de house . Jes ' 
spread i t  roun ' de house an ' j es '  call dere name , an '  tell ' em  yo ' want ' em  tub , 
"Go , yo ' devil . "  Tell ' em tub keep goin ' .  Cain ' t stay dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

RAMES OF LAW OFFICERS CALLED 
IF UNKNOWN SAY OF YOUR ENEMIES 
CHANGE GRAVEBOARDS AND WISH 
IN THE 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
LEAVE 3 PENNIES FOR DIRT 
MIX WITH SALT AND RED PEPPER 
SPRINKLE ON EACH S IDE OF HOUSE 
WISH AGAIN IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

(1368) , 2422 : 7 . ] 
7721 . If yo ' sellin ' likkah an ' yo ' wanted tuh 
keep de laws away , go tub de cemetery an ' make 
de change [ of graveboards ] .  If  yo ' know dey all 
names , call dem names ; an ' if yo ' didn ' t know de 
names , j es ' nuse de word "of yore enemies" an ' 
make yore wish , In de Name of de Fathah� de Son 
an '  Ho Zy Ghost.  An' bring some of that dirt 
back wit yo ' , an ' leave three pennies . An ' then 
take it an ' mix it wit some salt an' red peppah . 

Sprinkle some on each s ide of  yore house where dey ' s  goin ' tuh come up to dere , 
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an ' make yore wish on each s ide o f  it , "In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' de 
Ho ly Ghost , make dat man s tay away . "  

(That will keep the law away i f  you are bootlegging ? )  
Yes s ir .  
Yo ' make d e  changes in dat . 
(Change the headboard and the footboard . )  
In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' Ho ly Ghost , an '  bring some of dat dirt wit 

yo ' . Take it tuh de co ' thouse aftah yo ' mix it wit salt an ' red peppah ; take it 
tuh de co ' thouse an ' sprinkle it  aroun ' dere . [Florence , s .  Car . , (1314) , 
2 2 38 : 10 . ] 

7 7 2 2 . Go tuh de cemetery an ' make de changes wit de bo ' ds out dere . Put 
three pennies intuh de groun ' , intuh de grave . Bring some of  dat dirt back wi t 

GRAVEBOARDS REVERSED - 3 PENNIES FOR DIRT - MIX WITH 
RED PEPPER POD AND CAYENNE PEPPER - BURN IN FIRE 

TH�E HI�EST N�S - BRINGS CUSTOMERS WHILE BOOTLEGGING 

chew an ' put some red 
peppah an ' some cay
enne peppah in dere 
wit it , an ' burn it 
intuh de fire , call

in ' ; In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an '  de Holy Ghos t ,  dat yo ' may have luck 
in gainin ' de influence of all of yore frien ' s .  An ' yo ' will have luck. 

(That is to get cus tomers if you are boot legging? ) 
Yes . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2 2 38 : 9 . ] 
7 7 2 3 . See , yo ' ' sposed tuh go tuh de graveyard twelve a ' clock at night , an ' 

yo ' gi t  dis dirt , an ' when yo ' s tart gittin '  dis dirt , yo ' suppo s ed tuh say , 
"Dead spirit , ah didn ' t come tuh rob yore grave , ah came heah fo ' luck In de 

MIDNIGHT AT GRAVE - TALK TO SPIRIT IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
PAY FOR DIRT WITH MONEY OR CORN [MAIZE ] OR RICE : 3 THINGS 
THROW HEADBOARD TO FOOT AND FOOTBOARD TO HEAD 
ADD TO DIRT :  SULPHUR - SALT - RED PEPPER : 3 THINGS 
BURN 3 TIMES A DAY - DRIVE NEIGHBOR AWAY - BRING CUSTOMERS 
WHILE BURNING - FUNNY ODOR - MAKES WISHES IN 3 HOLY NAMES 

Name of de Father� 
of de Son an '  of de 
Ho ly Ghost . "  An '  if 
yo ' put money tuh dat 
grave or a corn or 
either some fresh 
rice , any thing , yo ' 
supposed tuh pay d� 

An ' j es ' lak if yo ' want chure luck changed , yo ' go dere in de nighttime at 
twelve a ' clock an' yo ' take de haidbo ' d an ' throw it tuh de feet an ' take de 
feetbo ' d an ' throw it  tuh de haid .  An '  yo ' git dis graveyard dirt an ' yo ' sup
posed tuh put sulphur in it - supposed tub put red peppah an ' yo ' supposed tuh 
put sompin yo '  kin git at de drugsto ' , but yo ' don ' specially have tub have dat , 
an ' salt in i t .  An ' yo ' burn dis dir t three t imes a day . If  it ' s  we t yo '  put it 
in de sun an ' let i t  git  dry , an ' when yo ' make yo re fiah [ fire ] it gonna smell 
funny when it be burnin ' . Yo ' shet up in a room tuh yo ' self an ' yo ' burn dis 
heah dirt . 

An ' j es '  lak if yo ' want - if anothah par ty livin ' next do ' ,  yo ' want ' em out 
chure hous e , yo ' burn dat dirt on dose people an ' tell ' em dat chew want ' em tuh 
be out . Yo ' know , move out de house . An ' burn it three times a day . 

An ' j es '  lak if yo ' runnin ' a j oint or anything , an ' if no one will vis i t  chure 
j oint much , yo ' kin burn dat dir t , an ' in about ten minutes time yo ' ll have a 
crowd at chure hous e . 

An '  if  it ' s  a woman yo ' wants tuh see , an ' yo ' cain ' t  see her , an ' yo ' burn 
dat dirt , do gged if she wouldn ' t  be dere in about five minutes ' time . 

(You make your wi shes when you burn that dirt . )  
[ This was not a leading ques tion . Somewhere while recording machine had 

s topped this had been mentioned . ] 
Yeah yo ' make yore own wishes In de Name of de Fathah� an '  de Son an '  de Ho ly 
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Ghos t .  
(What i s  the s tuff that you would get a t  the drug s tore if you wanted to use 

that and add that to it? ) 
I t ' s  somp in ,  but chew specially [ don ' t ]  have tuh have dat , becuz ah ain ' t 

nevah didn ' t nuse [ us e ]  dat .  
(You don ' t have to have it . What is it , i f  you do want to use it? )  [Either 

no answer or I turn off machine too fast . ]  [ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  (1337) , 2310 : 5 . ] 

HEADBOARD LUCKY FOR NUMBERS AND BOOTLEGGING 
7 7 24 . Yo ' git a headboard from de 
grave , de headboard , why dey claims 
it ' ll make yo ' lucky . Yo ' ll have 

luck in hittin '  de numbers ; or  i f  yo ' are boo tleggin ' yo ' ll have luck in sellin' 
i t .  

(What do they do  with that headboard , though , to get that luck? What do they 
do with it? ) 

Well dey keeps it s omewhere roun ' dere home . Dey j is '  [keep ] it - don ' t  do 
anything wit it , j is '  keep it aroun ' dere home . [Newport News , Va . , (485) , 
513 : 5 . ] 

7 7 25 .  Take d e  footbo ' d  an '  put it tuh de haid an ' de haidbo ' d  an ' put i t  tuh 
de feet , an ' let it  stay fo ' [ for ] fo ' [ four ] days . Go back an ' reverse de 

EXCHANGE GRAVEBOARDS - LET STAY 4 DAYS - THEN PUT FOOTBOARD 
TO LEFT [HEART ] SIDE OF GRAVEYARD - HEADBOARD TO RIGHT SIDE 

MAKE CROSS MARK ON GRAVE - MEASURE GRAVE HEAD TO FOOT 
HAND MEASUREMENT IN BAG TO VICTIM OR SOMEONE IN HOUSE 

foo tbo ' d  tuh de 
left- side an ' de 
haidbo ' d  tuh de  
right-side , an ' 
name de othah per
son - name de per

son [victim] . Take de length o f  dat grave from de haid wit a rule [ string can be 
used ] . Carry it back through a [ paper bag sugges ted later ] an '  pass i t  tuh dem 
[the victim] . Give it tuh dem or some of de ones in de  house - or de one dat 
shure tuh be condemned . Dat ' ll be de one who ' ll soon pass out of de house . 

(How do you mean? You go there and put the headboard to the foot and the 
foo tboard to the head? ) 

That ' s right .  
(Then you go back there  in four days . 

boards ? )  
And then what do you do with those 

Take ' em an ' j es '  place ' em tuh de s ide , one tuh de left an ' one tuh de right 
[side of grave ] . 

· 

(Well , which is which? )  
De haidbo ' d tuh d e  left [ heartside ]  an '  de footbo ' d  tuh d e  right . Jes ' take 

dem an ' j es '  p�sh ' em dere ; j es '  push ' em dere an ' name ' em. 
[ Somewhere along here informant said something about a sign on the grave . ] 
(That you make a sign on the grave ? ) 
Yo ' make a "X" on de grave , dat ' s  right . Carry _ it [measurement ] back an '  

give tuh de person .  
(What do you give t o  the person? ) 
De measure . Yo ' measure it wit a rule or a string ; anything yo ' want tuh , 

jes ' s ince yo ' git it back [ to the house ] .  Yo ' take de measure an '  give it tuh 
dis person , somebody in de house . Yo ' go tta give it tuh ' em in a papah bag or 
sompin - in de bag or sompin . Be sure dat chew give it tuh ' em. [ Sumter , s .  

EICHANGE GRAVEBOARDS - PUT BACK INTO HOLES UP SIDE DOWN 
TELL THE DEAD WHAT YOU WANT DONE 

Car . , (1384) , 2460 : 5 . ] 
7 7 26 .  Yo ' take de foo t
bo ' d  tub de haid an ' j es '  
whatevah yo ' want done , 

vell yo ' gotta say dat fo ' yo ' self yo ' see ; but chew take it , an ' see how it ' s  
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turnt one way , den yo ' pull it up an ' den yo ' turn it  roun ' de othah way .  See .  
(You mean you put the head part [ headboard ] down t o  the foot? ) 
Yeah , yo ' take de haid part - yo ' take it  from de haid an ' put it tuh de foot 

an ' den yo ' - but chew turn i t  ups ide down . Don ' t turn it  lak yo ' pull it  up . 
(You put the top [part . of graveboard ] down into the hole . What do you do with 

the footboard then? ) 
Yo ' do de same thing . Yo ' take de footbo ' d  an ' put it to de haid an ' yo ' take 

de haid an ' put it tuh de foot . 
(But you must put them upside down? ) 
Upside down .  Jes ' whutevah yo ' want did , den yo ' ast dis dead body tuh do dat 

fo ' yo ' - j es '  whutevah wish yo ' want , whutevah yo ' want did , yo ' do dat . [ Sumte� 
s .  Car. , ( 1348) , 2330 : 9 . ] 

(2 ) . WHAT TO DO WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 

With all the graveyard dirt previously given and more to follow this sub sec
tion (2) , what is the reader to do ? Remember only , graveyard dirt full of the 
spirit refuses to be confined within man-made s chemes of order . ] 

7 7 2 7 .  In N ' Oleans [New Orleans ] it wuz a 
An '  she taken s ome , yo ' know, anvil dus t an ' 

lady taken some graveyard dirt . 
graveyard dirt , an '  she buried it  

an ' de  woman j es '  got i n  a 
ill condition . 

ANVIL DUST - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SIFTED UNDER HOUSE (Where d id she bury it ? )  
She sift it undah d e  woman ' s  
house . She buried it undah 

dere , . but ah haven' t  experienced dat . 
phis , Tenn . , (1556) , 2829 : 13 . ] 

( S ifting itself is a magic rite . ] [Mem-

772 8 .  Ah hear ' d  dey could take graveyard 
[ 3  ingredients ] an ' mix it tuhgethah , an ' go 

dirt an '  some gin an ' assafetadee 
tuh a person ' s  house where a family . 
Jis ' lak a man an ' woman livin ' dere 

ASAFETIDA - GIN - GRAVEYARD DIRT - AT DOOR an ' dis woman - he got ano thah woman 
yuh know, an ' she [ latter woman ] go 

an ' git dat an ' sprinkle all aroun ' de do ' .  Dey say dat ' ll break peace , dey [ the 
two insid e ]  always fus s in '  an ' fightin ' one ano thah . [ The gin i s  for the spirit 
in the graveyard dirt - see ALCOHOL FOR THE SP IRIT , p . 32 ] . [ Richmond , Va . ,  (365) , 
303 : 6+85 . ] 

7 729 . You go into a graveyard and take two pennies and dig in a grave and 
take the dirt out o f  the grave , and take these two pennies and put them down in 

the hole and clo se i t .  And 
BACK OF VICTIM - GRAVEYARD DIRT THROWN UP AND DOWN they can walk behind you and 

take this dirt and throw it 
up and down your back , and they work the trick right on you , and you ' ll go off  in 
bad health and you are going to come on back to the graveyard [ as a corp se ] . 

[ Fredericksburg , Va . , (57 ) , by Ediphone . ]  
BED - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 7 7 30 .  Take graveyard dirt an ' sprinkle it in yore baid, 

j is '  lak yo '  wanta bust up a man an ' ' is wife - tuh 
bus t up anybody - why yo ' sprinkle dat . I f  dere any way yo ' kin git dat in de 
baid , sprinkle it in dere an ' i t ' ll bus t ' em up .  Dey won ' t be  tuhge thah no mo ' .  
[Memphis , Tenn. , (1549) , 2816 : 2 . ] 
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7 7 3 1 .  Dey put de li ' le bag - yo ' sleep in anywhere - in yo ' baid in yo ' mat-
tress , anything . Dey ' ll slip dat graveyard dirt in it an ' put it in de mat tress ,  

BED - BAG AND SEW GRAVEYARD DIRT INTO MATTRESS OF 
sew it up intuh de mattress . 
An '  if dey wanta run yo ' outa 
town , run yo '  away from dere , 

den yo ' ll leave dere , i f  yo ' sleep in dat baid . [ Jacksonville , Fla . ,  (605) , 
784 : 4 . 1 

BED OF SICK PERSON - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN MATTRESS 7 7 32 .  Take graveyard dirt an '  
put it an ' sprinkle it in any-

body ' s b ed if dey s ick .  Put it in dey mattress , sprinkle i t  all in dey mattress 
an ' dey ' ll  dwindle away tuh nuthin . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1141) , 1857 : 1 . ] 

7 7 3 3 .  You can take graveyard dus t and sprinkle in your b ed ,  sprinkle in your 
bed nine times - once on each of  nine consecutive days , that ' ll fix them so 

BED - 9 CONSECUTIVE DAYS - SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
they ' ll die . [Princess 
Anne ,  Md . , (132) , 49 : 3 . ]  
7 7 34 . It ' s  j es '  lak pow

dab yo ' know an ' dey ' d sprinkle it all undah de bed ,  so dat i t  couldn ' t b e  seen 
yo ' know ; cuz natchly [naturally ]  people whut come 

BED - GRAVEYARD DIRT UNDER in would wanta know whut ' s  all. dat dirt dere fo ' .  
But it  wouldn ' t  b e  so conspicuous dat way , it would 

j es '  be sprinkle • • •  [ I  interrup t ] . 
(Where would you get this dirt ? )  
Outa d e  graveyard . 
(And why do they use it ? )  
Tuh keep people away , dere enemies away . 

[New Orleans , La . , (156 3) , 2859 : 7 . ]  
An '  dey ' d  keep it undah de bed , see . 

7 7 35 . Dat graveyard dirt - dey takes dat graveyard dirt an ' dey ' ll come intuh 
yore house an ' set , laugh an ' talk , yo ' not payin ' ' em any mind . Well , dey ' ll 
take dat an '  sprinkle it ovah yo ' ;  yo ' know, undah yore bed , table , aroun ' . Well 
j es '  keeps yo ' - rathah be from home den tuh be roun ' home . Ah don ' t care where 
yo ' go , yo ' can ' t s tay dere . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1217) , 2069 : 6 . ] 

BED - GRAVEYARD DIRT UNDER - BUT ON GROUND BENEATH HOUSE 
7 7 36 .  Put da� grave
yard dirt undah yore 
s teps an ' up undah 

yore house right back tuh where it turn . Sprinkle 
' cross tuh de haid . Dey couldn ' t res t fo ' nuthin . 

(Where do they sprinkle that? )  

it from de foot right straight 
Dey cain ' t sleep . 

Undah de house • • •  
[ I  turn o f f  machine too quick and must repeat informant ' s  words . ]  
(Under the bed from the foot to the head and you couldn ' t  s leep fo ' nuthin. ) 

[Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1370) , 2428 : 8 . ] 
7 7 3 7 . Git graveyard dirt an ' put it in a bag wit blackroot an ' black dirt 

de kind yo ' buy from lak places lak de island black dirt - an ' blackroot .  An '  

ILACKROOT - BLACK DIRT - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

put dat in a bag an ' go out in de woods 
at twelve a ' clock at night fo ' three 
an ' foah nights at de time an ' pray 
tuh evil spirits , etc . 
[ In the southern United States black

root is the perennial plant (Chaeno Zobus unduZatus) with black tuberlike roo t
stocks used medicinally by herb and roo t do ctors . ]  

(Down on what island ? Where do they sell this black dirt ? )  
Right on d e  island ovah dere . Yo ' have tuh g i t  dat special shuah [sure]  becuz 

.. t is why dey call it black dirt . [This black dirt is top soil washed down from 
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higher land during the years . ] [ Brunswick , Ga. , ( 1195) , 2 013 : 12 . ] 
7 7 3 8 . Ah think yo ' put brims tone , camphor ,  bluestone , an ' ah think graveyard 

dir t .  Mix it up about soft enough tuh make li ' le balls outa it , an ' yo ' keep dat 

BLUESTONE - BRIMSTONE - CAMPHOR - GRAVEYARD DIRT - WISH 
t ill it git dry , an ' 
yo ' carry dat an ' j es '  
powdah i t  • .  Jes ' sprin

kle all roun ' dere an ' wish fo '  whut yo ' 
expect tuh happen . 

want it  tuh do , tuh happen - whut yo ' 

(What do you expect of that? )  
Yo ' expect , j es '  lak yo ' want somebody tuh stay away from yore house , yo ' 

could do dat den . Sprinkle i t  aroun ' , all roun ' so dey can ' t  see it , an ' dey 
won ' t come ovah it . [Florence , S .  Car. , (1292) , 2191 : 9 . ] 

7 739 . Well , they said , j ust like this ; now , you living here and I wanted you 
to move , I want this house . Well , I ' d  go to the graveyard and I will get some 

� 
AT DOORSTEP WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 

WISH - CALL NAME 

dirt , and I will cross it up near the doorstep . 
(How do you cross it up ?  How d o  you mean? ) 
Throw it like this [ demonstrate s ] . 
(You sprinkle it in the form o f  a cros s . ) 
Yes . And make a wish and call your name . 

You ' ll move , can ' t stay there no more . [Norfolk , Va . , (474 ) ,  49 0 : 8 . ] 
7 740 . I have heard that they go to the graveyard and get some dirt from the 

head of the grave , and then get some dirt from the foot , and bring that d irt to 

CROSS ON GROUND - WITH GRAVE HEAD-AND-FOOT DIRT 
DIRT LEFT - BURY IN HOLE - CENTER OF CROSS 

the house . Bury that dirt . 
[Firs t , however ,  you] make a 
cross mark so . You make a 
cross [ on the ground ] with 

this graveyard dus t .  [Then ]  you make a hole right in the center [ o f  the cross ]  
and bury [ the res t  of ] that dirt . You bury that dirt anywhere these parties to 
walk over it , and they won' t walk long . [Fredericksburg , Va . , ( ? ) , by Ediphone . ]  

7 7 4 1 .  Take some salt an d  black peppah an '  g o  tuh d e  graveyard an ' g i t  some 
dirt an ' cross it  wit dat dirt . I f  anyone move der e ,  dey cain ' t stay .  Yo ' bury 

CROSS SALT AND BLACK PEPPER WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 
it in a l i ' le box [ coffin 
symbol ] dere , an ' if anyone 
move dere , dey cain ' t s tay . 

(That i s , you cross 
can ' t live there? ) 

this hous e up af ter you leave it so that the next person 

[This is done if you have a grudge against the landlord or person moving in. ] 
Yes , dey cain ' t live dere . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 23) , 2 718 : 3 . ] 
7 742 . Yo ' take a let tah . Well , if she ' s  round in town , yo ' go tub de woman ' s 

house , or whosomevah ' s  house she ' s  at , an '  yo ' draw a cross mark lak dis an ' yo ' 

CROSS - 9 RED PEPPER PODS - SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD DIRT - NAME 
take sulphuh an ' 
yo ' take graveyard 
dirt . An ' git de 

graveyard dirt from a sinnah [ s inner ' s  grave ] . An '  draw yore mark an ' call dere 
name an '  yo ' put yore p eppah , nine pods of red peppah . Den yo '  take de sulphuh 
an ' put it cross . Den yo ' [ do ]  lak dat wit graveyard dirt . 

(Making the form o f  a cro ss all the time . ) 
Yes . · An ' let ' im  walk ' cross dat . See , he goin ' walk ' cross it if he come 

out . Well , in nine days him an ' her will start fightin ' j es ' lak eat ' s  an ' dogs , 
an ' i t  won ' t be long befo ' he ' s goin ' tuh break up [ leave her ] . 

{That is to separate them. That is going to make them quarrel , isn ' t it ? )  
Well , dis i s  gonna break ' im up , yo ' see . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1423) , 

2565 : 4 . ] 
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7 743 . Yo ' go out 
an ' yo ' want ' im  tuh 
of de road , de heart 

tuh de fo ' ks of  de road now , lak if yo ' have a boy friend 
go , or i f  yo ' wan ' ' im tuh come back. Yo ' go tub de fo ' ks 
of  de road heab , an ' take yore foot or  else a long s tick 

CROSS OR "X" - DRAW IN EACH ROAD OF A FORK 
SPRINKLE WITH : SALT - SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

TELL IT WHUT TUH DO :  SOMEONE TO COME OR GO 

an ' make a ,  yo ' know, a trench 
long enough tub spread salt an ' 
sulphur [demonstrates ] .  
(You make a trench like that . ) 
Yes , tub each one of de fo ' ks  

o f  d e  road . Yo ' know when d e  road 
Well , yo ' take an ' make yore lines 

(Make and "X" • ) 

fo ' ks ,  it fo ' ks sompin lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  
sompin lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  

Yes . An ' yo ' have yore salt an ' yore sulphur an ' graveyard dirt an ' yo ' put 
it in dere , sprinkle it down . Have enough tub put in dere , an ' den yo ' tell it 
whut tuh do . Yo ' use graveyard dirt , dat ' s  very good . 

(What did you tell i t  to do now? ) 
Well now , lak now , i f  yo ' want dem tuh come back . Or if yo ' want ' em tub [be] 

gone , say ,  "Go" , whichevah direction yo ' want . Say ,  "Go , dis way or dat way , or 
dat way , an ' don ' t nevah return . "  But if yo ' say , "Wherevah yo ' are , if yo ' in 
de no ' th ,  so ' th ,  east or wes t ,  come back tuh me . "  

(You can do i t  either way? ) 
Yes . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2556 : 4 . ] 
7 744 . See , j es ' lak if yo ' in a house an ' somebody else wanta undahmine yo ' 

fo ' dat hous e ,  dey have tuh go tuh de graveyard an ' yo ' git some graveyard d irt , 

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - JOHN DE CONKAH - QUICKS ILVER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
an ' git chew 
some quick
silvah an '  

yo ' git some High John de Conkah root an ' some devil-shoestring roo t s , an ' place 
it up undah de house . An ' yo ' goin ' tuh an ' fro ' , an ' den evah night dey ' ll come 
' n ' int [ anoint ] it  wit somepin an ' yo ' ll soon come out . 

(Do you know what they anoint it with? ) 
No sub . Ah did , but it ' s  been a long time [ since I heard this ] . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (1527) , 2725 : 9 . ] 
7 745 . Yo ' go tuh de 

in dere deep an ' git de 
graveyard an ' reach right down in de breas t ,  an ' dig down 
dirt right off de grave , right off  de breas t part . An '  

DIRT DAUBER NEST - FROM HOUSE HAVING NO DEATH WITHIN 4 YEARS 
OTHERWISE WASP NEST - RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM BREAST 

mix dat graveyard 
dirt up an ' a 
li ' le cayenne 
peppab. Mix dat 

graveyard dirt up an ' de cayenne peppah , an ' yo ' take dat graveyard dirt an' yo ' 
gits a dirt daubah nest .  Yo ' g o  tub a hous e wbah [where] dere ain ' t nobody died 
in dat house an ' git dat d irt daubab nest  an ' mix it all up tuhgethah. 

(What do you mean , you go to a house where nobody died? ) 
Yo ' see , whah dere ' s nobody died in dat house it  give dat dirt daubah all 

powah . Git it whah dere ain ' t nobody died in de house . I t  have tuh be ' bout 
in de co ' se of time of fo ' yeahs . See ! If dey died longah time den fo ' yeah ' s  
time , i t ' s all right ; but i f  dey died r ecently , don ' t put dat dirt daubah nest 
in der e .  Yo ' have tuh git a wasps ' nes t .  Yo ' see , yo ' git a wasps ' nest an ' 
put dat wasp nes t  in dere wit dat graveyard dirt an ' dat cayenne peppah , an '  it 
keep dem person on de warpath all de time - dissatis fied all de t ime .  

�at do you do with this dust? ) 
Take it  an ' sprinkle it acro ss de do ' . 

in dere house , an ' let ' em  walk ovah it . 
[MObile , Ala . , (656) , 9 36 : 2 . ] 

Sprinkle it ' cross de do ' , sprinkle it  
See , dey will be warfarin' all de time . 
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7746 . Well , dey goes out an ' dey g it dis graveyard dirt , an ' dey kin take it , 
if dey wanta give yo ' b ad luck . Dey kin take a lot of it an ' sprinkle it all 

roun '  yo ' front do ' an '  yo ' back do ' .  Ah don ' t  know 
DOOR - GRAVEYARD DIRT AT how true dat is , but ah know a lady dat lived next do ' 

from us . She used to go out an ' git it an ' take it  
aroun ' an ' sp rinkle i t  aroun ' in front-a people ' s  do ' s .  An ' dey said dat it 
would give dose people bad luck . An '  dey really would have a lotta bad luck . 
[ Jacksonville , Fla , (562) , 69 9 : 8 . ] 

7 747 . Dey go out dere an '  dig in i t  ' bout midnight an ' put i t  tub yore do ' 
in de mawnin ' ,  an ' yo ' walk out on i t .  An' suppose yo ' walk out on it , den yo ' ll 
soon have tuh leave dem dere .  

(This graveyard dirt? ) 
Yes . 
(You ge t i t  from any kind of a grave? ) 
Dey always do try tub git it  from a sinner ' s . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1004) , 

1620 : 4 . ] 
7 748 . Well , dey tell me yo ' kin go out in de graveyard an ' git some graveyard 

dirt an' bring i t  in , an ' take it an ' put it to de do ' ,  an ' dat will turn me an ' 
whoevah in dat house , where dey couldn ' t be  able tuh do anythin ' - couldn ' t  pros
pah no way shape or form .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1239) , 2109 : 4 . ] 

7 74 9 .  Dey g i t s  some graveyard dus t an ' t i e  i t  up an ' gi ' { give ] some dat to 
yo ' , why it ' ll make yo ' stay home . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Tie it  up in a p iece of  rag an ' put i t  up ovah de do ' .  
(They get off  the dirt from your foot track. ) 
[ The sleep inducing quality of graveyard dirt mentioned elsewhere evidently 

acts upon the footprint dirt to keep a person home . ] [Brunswick , Ga . , (1233) , 
2088 : 12 . ] 

7 750 . Yo ' go tub de graveyard wit a penny an '  yo ' buy some graveyard dirt  
from a wicked person whut die , an ' take dat graveyard dirt  an ' sprinkle roun ' de 
front do ' an ' dey ' ll move . 

(That is to move your next door neighbor? ) 
Yessuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1378) , 2447 : 18 . ] 
7 751 .  An '  ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  takin ' graveyard dirt an ' put it up ovah yore 

do ' an ' it  will make yo ' lucky . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1117 ) , 1 7 94 : 1 . ] 
7 7 5 2 .  Take graveyard dirt an ' , j es ' lak i f  yo ' don ' lak a person an ' dey don ' 

lak yo ' ,  an ' yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' em. Take dat graveyard dirt an ' sprinkle it  
in dey house , throw it undah dere stoop when dey 

DOORSTEP - GRAVEYARD DIRT AT out - absent . An ' when dey come dey ' 11  move . Dey 
don ' know whut makin ' ' em  move . Dey ' 11 move on 

out . [ Savannah , Ga . , second visit to , (1260) , 2140 : 6 . ] 
7753 . Dey git graveyard dust an ' sprinkle i t  on yore stoop , put it all roun ' 

yore step , an ' dat ' ll cuz yo ' bad luck , cuz yo ' have tub move , cuz yo ' tub pine 
away , cuz yo ' tub pine away an '  tain ' t  long ' fore yo ' ll be in yore grave . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , first  visit to , (545) , 67 9 : 1 . ] 

7754 . Take graveyard dirt an ' bury it  undah a pers on ' s do ' s tep an ' dat will 
run ' em crazy . 

(How do you mean run them crazy? )  
Jes ' make ' em where dey j es ' git all upsot [ upset ] an '  j es '  leave an ' j es '  

be all - j es '  can ' t live dere ,  no way in peace , no way . [Waycross , Ga . , (1093) , 
1761 : 8 . ] 

7 755 . Ah heard dat chew could take graveyard dirt an ' kill anyone wit takin ' 
an ' diggin ' a hole undah dey do ' s tep , yo ' know an ' bury it , an ' by folks walkin ' 
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ovah it , dey will fight amongst dem [ selves ] .  
(That will kill them . ) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1506) , 2673 : 13 . ] 
7 7 56 . It ' s  one thing , yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard an ' git some graveyard 

dus t an' put dat on a person ' s  do ' steps . An '  [ they ] try tuh stay dere fo ' a 
certain length of time an ' den dey will go crazy , yo ' see .  [Lit tle Rock , Ar k . , 
( 9 0 2) , 14 7 3 : 19 . ]  

7 7 5 7 .  Bring it  [ graveyard dir t ]  from de graveyard an ' bury it upon yore front 
do ' step an ' dis will bring yo '  luck . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 1573 : 10 . ] 

7 7 58 .  Go tuh de graveyard an ' git graveyard dirt . Yo ' kin bring dat grave
yard dirt b ack an ' yo ' bury dat graveyard dirt up undah de s tep s . See , dat will 
give yo ' bad luck tub run yo ' away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 154 7 ) , 2 8 06 : 1 . ] 

7 7 59 . Ah heard o f  ' em goin ' tuh de graveyard an ' git t in '  dat dirt at twelve 
a ' clock at night an '  p lantin ' it  undah de steps . Dat ' ll keep dere man , keep dere 
ole man ; yassuh , keep de man at home , keep ' im from leavin ' . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(957 ) , 1541 : 3 . ] 

7 760 .  Take graveyard 
take dat an ' sprinkle it 

dirt an '  dragon ' s  blood an ' make [mix ] it up . Yo ' kin 
aroun ' in a person ' s home . He can ' t see it . Yo ' begin 

tub have a hackin ' cough an ' dat hackin ' cough , 
DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - GRAVEYARD DIRT yo ' j es ' cough , cough lak yo ' got tuberculosis ; 

sweep o ften enough . 
in yuh home an ' have 
hackin ' cough . 

an ' if yo ' don ' git dat dirt - some people don '  
Some people know [ how] tuh avoid da t .  Any person kin c ome 
a p inch of it an ' throw it in dere an '  cuz yo ' tuh have a 

(You say they take graveyard dirt and dragon' s b lood . Do they put it s ep
arately or what ? )  

Naw , mix ' em tuhgethah . S ee ,  dragon ' s  b lood is a very precious thing an ' de 
graveyard dirt yo ' git it o f f a sinnah ' s  grave . [Norfolk , Va . , (492 ) , 5 29 : 3 . ] 

7 7 61 .  Dey tell me yo ' kin take graveyard dirt an '  aig an ' put it tuhgethah 
an ' throw it on - somewhere roun ' de house an ' dat wil l  cuz dem tuh b e  in hard 

luck all de time . 
(How do you put that graveyard dirt and egg together ? )  

EGG - GRAVEYARD DIRT Dey j es ' have it mixed tuhgethah . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 1 19 2 ) , 2 0 11 : 8 . ] 
7 76 2 .  I ' ve heard o f  them get t ing graveyard dus t .  That is 

to lay you so you won ' t bother me . I f  you have an enemy you get graveyard dust 

ENEMY - TO PROTECT AGAINST - LET HIM CROSS GRAVEYARD DIRT 
and you wrap it up in 
a paper and bury that 
and you won ' t by me . 

You put that some place where they can walk over it . 
(from Gwyn Island , Va . ) ,  ( 3 2 ) , by Ediphone. ]  

[ Old Point Comfort , Va . , 

7 7 6 3 . Go tuh de graveyard an '  git some sand an '  bring it back. Have it in 
yore pocket yo ' know . An '  den come back dere to dat house an ' j es '  not let de 

FLOOR - GRAVEYARD DIRT ON 
f e l lah see dat yo ' wants tuh run off  from dere , not 
let  ' im know nuthin ' bout it . Jes ' scattah it roun ' 
on de flo ' an ' dey tell me dat will make dat man move 

from der e .  D e  rent-man could d o  dat , say when d e  man come roun '  aftah de rent . 
De man dat ' s  dere yo ' know , somebody in ' is house could make him do dat . An' 
when de rent-man come , why see he could go out dere an ' talk tuh de rent-man , an '  
den him an ' de rent-man will fall out . Dat ' s  a �act . [Wilson , H .  car . ,  (14 79) , 

2 6 58 : 6 . ] 
GAMBLING HAND 7 7 64 . I ' ve heard you can go to a graveyard and 

(1) GRAVEYARD DIRT IN POCKET get some dirt and put it in a bag for a lucky 
hand and they say you '  11 win every game you go 
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in . You carry in your pocket . [Fredericksburg , Va . , (Cyl . 7 7 ) , by Ediphone . ]  
7 76 5 . If dey ' s  shoo t in '  crap , shootin '  dic e ,  yo ' kin [go ] down tub de ceme

tery an ' gi t some-a dirt o f f  de haid of it , an ' put it in de pocket where yo ' 
goin' use de money . Well , dat will [make you lucky in gambling ] . 

[Here I turned off  recording machine , then started 
again] . 

(2) DIRT FROM GRAVE HEAD Yo ' don ' t know how tub make dice do yo ' ?  
IN POCKET WITH MONEY [I  probably shook my head . ] 

Don ' t know how tuh make ' em? Well , yo ' kin take -
dey make ' em wit bones an '  dey make ' em  wit cellulo id , too . Ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' 
whut ah know an '  WHUT AH HIRED TO TELL YO ' .  [No one was ever hired to tell me 
anything . Every one came to me on the basis of a promise :  if he knew something 
I wanted to hear , he was paid according to what I thought the information was 
worth ; if he knew no thing , he was given a small fee for his t ime . As we gained 
experience and established confidence in a community , we tried to weed out b efore 
reaching the interviewing ro om, those who knew li t tle or nothing . ] But de man 
who run de hous e  tole me - he want tuh git  me [ sooner ]  but ah had tuh go out of  
town .  

[De man �ho run de house , the man who rented the house i n  which I interviewed , 
was H . L .  Timmons (see Vol . l ,  p . XXXVII) , my contact man , whose automob ile I als o 
rented . ] 

(Well , all you have to do is to put this graveyard dirt in your pocket where 
you put the money . )  

Put it  to work ,  dat ' s right . 
(That is for luck in gambling . )  
Tote wit de dice . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 2189 : 2 . ] 
7 7 6 6 . He tole me one time , he says : J es ' Zak yo ' kne� a person dat died re

aent Zy� it don ' t make no diff'renae ho� Zong he ' s  been [dead ] . Dat 's providin '  

(3 )  GAMBLER ' S  GRAVE - MIDNIGHT - PAY 
DIRT IN RAG - IN POCKET WITH MONEY 

if he ' s  a gamb Zah� a man or a woman. 
It don 't make no diff 'renae� if he 's 
a gamb 'lah an '  yo ' �anted tuh git a 
"Zuaky hand" or sompin Zak dat tuh 

be suaaessfuZ in gamb lin ' .  Ah have nevah tried it but he tole me , said he wus 
successful . Ah no ticed he handled p lenty of money . Said , j es '  lak yo ' knew 
a p erson dat died , woman or  man , an ' dey wus a gamb lah or pokah playah or sompin 
of de kind , an' yo ' wanted a little luck . Well , whutevah ' mount o f  money yo ' 
wanted tuh give ' em - yo ' have tuh pay ' em firs ' . Jes ' lak yo ' d  git up , why it 
b e  twelve a ' clock at night . Yo ' go tuh dis pahtic ' lah grave of  de person yo ' 
knew , yo ' knew tub be de gamblah , an ' git so much dirt - j es '  a little p inch lak 
dat .  Jes ' dig yo ' a hole in dere an ' git it , an ' ' fore yo ' close it back up , put 
some money in dere . Pay ' em  fo ' i t  an ' take it an ' wrap it up in yore little 
rag . An ' tote it in yore pocket where yo'  money at an ' dey say yo ' be  lucky . 
[Brunswick , Ga . , (1186) , 2000 : 6 . ] 

7767 . Ah ' ve tried . It  give luck , 
in de night an ' run yore han ' down on 

if yo ' go tuh de graveyard twelve o ' clock 
dere , r ight in de centah o f  dat grave , an ' 

(4) MIDNIGHT - CENTER OF GRAVE - IN POCKET WITH MONEY 
git out some dirt . 
Put i t  in yor e p ock
it . Now , dat is if 

yo ' re a gamblah , put it  in yore pockit wit chure change an ' yo ' kin go tub de 
skin game an ' , long as yo ' got dat money , yo ' ll have all kind of luck yo ' want . 
Ah done tried dat . [Waycross , Ga . , (1138 ) , 1852 : 6 . ] 

7768 . Dat [ i s  a ]  luck proposition . Yo ' kin go tub de graveyard an ' run yore 
han ' down in dere up tub yore elbow an ' bring out as much dirt as yo ' kin bring 
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out between dem two two fingahs dere [ demonstrates ] . 
(The thumb and the little finger o f  the right hand . ) 
Yes , an ' put it in a rag an ' j is '  lak yo ' luck fo ' skinning or gambling , any

thing lak dat . An ' go ahaid on tuh de skin game an ' s et down an '  yo ' ll break 

( 5 )  ARM TO ELBOW IN GRAVE - DIRT YOU CAN HOLD 
BETWEEN THUMB AND LITTLE FINGER - RIGHT HAND 

(6)  DAY AFTER BURIAL OF NOTED GAMBLER 
BEFORE SUNRISE - DIRT IN SOCK 

evah game dere . [Waycross , 
Ga . , ( 1083) , 1752 : 7 . ] 
7 769 . Go tuh a good gam
blah ' s grave , a guy dat wuz 
a good gamblah . Aftah he ' s  
buried , go down dere de 
nex ' day af tah he ' s  buried , 
an ' dig down tuh yore elbow 

befo ' de sunrise . An '  take it  an ' put it in a s ock [no t sack ]  an ' tote it in 
yore pocket , an ' yo ' go tuh de skin game an ' yo ' don ' t fa l l .  

(You put it in a sock - one o f  your own socks ? )  
Yes sir , one your own socks . 
(You carry it in any pocket? ) 
Yes sir , j es '  put it  in any pocket an ' tote it wit chure money . [Waycro ss , 

Ga . , (1075 ) , 1741 : 4 . ] 
7 7 70 . Go tuh de graveyard an ' dig in 

out late at night , midnight , an ' go in a 
a grave late at night tuh gamble . Go 
grave an '  he git a handful of it an ' 

throw it ovah 
( 7 )  GRAVEYARD - MIDNIGHT - DIRT OVER SHOULDER AND WITH YOU ' is shouldah an ' 

den take some 
back in a can or pot . An '  den he goes an ' gamble , shoot crap or throw cards or 
anything . He will be lucky in winning . 

(What does he do with that pot of this graveyard dirt - what does he do with 
it then? ) 

Jes ' keep it in yore pocket . 
(What shoulder do they throw that dirt over ? )  
Right shouldah [demons trates ] .  
(With his right hand over his right shoulder . )  [Jacks onville , Fla . , ( 550) , 

689 : 6 . ] 
7 7 71 .  Well , ah heer ' d ,  i f  yo ' wanted graveyard dirt fo ' luck , tuh go tuh some 

bad man. Jes ' lak ah wanted tuh git some graveyard dirt fo ' luck fo ' gambling , 

(8)  CALL HIS NAME - TELL WHAT YOU WANT - 2 CENTS 
go tuh ' is grave an ' call 
' im by his name . An '  dig 
down in ' is grave an '  tell 

' im  dat ah want some of dis dirt fo ' luck an ' ,  "Ah ' m  goin ' pay yo ' fo ' it . "  An '  
drop two cents in dat hole an ' pay him fo ' i t  an ' kivah hit back up . Take dat 
dirt an ' go on gamble wit i t . Dat is lucky . 

(How do you carry it ? )  
Take dat dirt an ' tie i t  up in a rag an ' tote i t  in yore pocket . [Waycross , 

Ga . , (1112) , 1785 : 2 . ]  
7 7 7 2 .  If  a person wanta , yo ' know , wanta know how tuh gamble an '  be a wondah

ful gamblah , yo ' go tuh de graveyard at night . An ' go tuh dis wicked man ,  yo ' 

(9)  WICKED MAN ' S GRAVE - MIDNIGHT - TELL YOUR DESIRE 
LEARN TO BE GAMBLER - 3 PENNIES - HIS  LEFT SIDE 

know , grave . An' ast 
' im , yo ' know, tell ' im  
whut chew want , dat yo ' 
wanta learn tuh b e  a 

gamblah . An ' dig right down by his left side , an ' git some of dat dirt outa , yo ' 
know , his grave - by his left side . An ' den yo '  g it three pennies an ' put in 
dere an ' g ive ' im.  An ' den yo ' git de dirt an ' carry it on , an ' yo ' be one de 
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bes t gamblahs dey is in de worl ' . 
git chew no way . 

Nobody beat chew no way - can ' t win , can ' t 

(What do you do with that dirt then , after you get i t ? ) 
Yo ' take it  an ' put it in a bag an ' keep it in yore pocket . Evahwhere yo ' go 

j es ' carry dat dirt in dat bag an ' evah game yo ' git in yo ' ll win . [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1093) , 1761 : 9 . ] 

7 7 7 3 .  De graveyard dirt , yo ' go out tuh d e  graveyard an ' - yo '  gambles wit 
dat - yo ' take an ' go tuh de graveyard an ' digs a hole down tuh de head of yo ' 
grave . Go in dere so yo ' could reach chure arm out an ' dig up an ' p ick up dat 

dirt lak dat . 
(10)  HEAD OF GRAVE - NEW S ILVER DIME - DIRT TIED IN SACK 

RIGHT-HAND POCKET - SHAKE SACK OVER GAMBLING TABLE 
FINISHED WITH DIRT - RESTORE TO GRAVE - P ICK UP DIME 

An '  puts a silvah 
dime down in dere, 
a bran ' -new s il
vah dime in dere 

[ the grave ] . Dey put s dat [dime ] down in dere [ grave ] an ' dey ' ll take dat [ d irt ] 
an ' dey ' ll t ie it up an ' dey ' ll let dat dime s tay in dere [ grave ] until dey g its 
through wit de dirt . An '  when dey go back tuh carry de dirt back [ to the grave ] 
dey ' ll take de dime out [of  the grave ] . But dey ' ll tie hit [ dirt ] up in a li ' le 
sack - yo ' know , yo ' ve seen dese Bull Durham sacks - dey puts dat [dirt ] in dere 
an ' dey ' ll - den dey takes it [ sack with d irt ] an ' puts it in dere pocket , r ight
hand pocket , an ' when dey go tuh skin games , dey take de li ' le sack in de hand 
lak dat an ' shake it [ tied-up sack] all ovah de tab le ,  an ' dere won ' t  nobody win 
de money den . Dey ' ll [ the shaker ] win it all by deyself [ hims el f ] . 

(WHAT DO THEY USE IN THI S LITTLE SACK , JUS T  THE DIME ? OR DO THEY HAVE GRAVE-
YARD DIRT IN THAT SACK ? ) 

[Preceding material is confusing without my bracket explanations . ]  
YO ' HAVE GRAVEYARD DIRT IN DAT SACK. 
(WELL , WHERE IS THE DIME ? )  
IT ' S  AT DE GRAVEYARD WHERE YO ' GOT DE DIRT .  
(YOU CARRY THIS DIRT BACK , WHEN YOU GET THI S DIME BACK. ) 
[ The new-silver dime is not a payment to the grave but a deposit to guarantee 

the return of the dirt ! After all , even the power in graveyard d irt eventually 
wears out , espec ially in a gambling game fighting all those other luckpieces and 
charms and roots ! Instead of cas ting the useless dirt away , it is res tored to 
the grave to be on the good side of  the spiri t . ] There is no thing else like this 
in Hoodoo ! The shaking of the sacked graveyard dirt over the gamb ling place ex
cit es the spirit in the dirt to action . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 59 9 ) , 7 7 7 : 7 . ] 

77 74 . [ If a good or noted gambler dies ] ,  if  he d ie , aftah he ' s  buried nine 
days , yo ' go tuh de cemetery . Take away de sod , take yore right arm an ' stick 
it j is ' as fer in de grave as yo ' kin git it , an ' b ring up enough sand in dem 

(11)  BODY BURIED 9 DAYS - DIRT FROM IN T I S SUE PAPER 
IN TOBACCO SACK - FEED 7 DROPS HEARTS COLOGNE 
PLAY IF HAND SWEATS - FEED 2 DROPS EACH NEW GAME 

fo ' -five fingah - j is '  
a p inch . An ' yo ' take 
dat an ' yo ' hold ' till 
yo ' git tuh some t is
sue papah an ' put it 

on t issue papah. Git chew a li ' le ' bacco sack , one dese l i ' le ' bacco sacks , an ' 
yo ' takes seven drops of He�ts Cologne an ' j is ' stir wit dat until it git moist
ened . Put it in dat sack in de tissue papah an ' close it tight , an '  take de bot
tle of  perfume wit yo ' . An '  whenevah yo i go intuh a game yo ' j is ' drop two drops 
o f  dat in yore pocket , in yore hand , an ' yo ' can ' t lose . 

(What do they call that ? Do they call that anything , that you have prepared? )  
[ I  am asking informant for his name o f  this luckpiece : hand, jomo , etc . ] 
No , s ir , don ' t have any special name . [ Informant does not understand my 
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question . Several minutes later h e  calls it a gamb ling hand, wben he repeats the 
rite as follows : ]  

(What do they do with graveyard dirt? ) 
Well , graveyard dirt i s  a gamb ling hand an ' a s Ziaking hand , yo' see . 
(A gambZing hand . How do they fix a gambUng hand from that? )  
Well , yo ' take hit an ' put i t  j is '  lak ah ' fo '  [ b efore] tole yo ' .  Take hit 

[ graveyard dirt ] up yo ' see an ' put it in tissue papah , an '  yo ' take s a li ' le 
Hearts [ Cologne ] ,  s even drop s , an ' yo ' s tir it . Takes it an ' put it back in de 
'bacco sack an ' corded dat down tight [ pulled draw s tring o f  sack tight ] tub keep 
.aist [ 7  drops inside ] . Den yo ' takes dat perfume an '  yo '  go intuh a game . Jis ' 
vhen yo ' go an ' git dere yo '  take it  out an ' turn it up lak dat [ demons trates ]  an ' 
hold i t  in yore hand . Put it in yore po cket , hold it in yore hand . But yore han ' 
will j is '  sweat [when it  is time to b et ] . Jis ' as long as dey put dat money do� 
yo '  will gi t i t .  Dat ' s a gamb ling hand. [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (97 7 ) , 1584 : 5 . ] 

7 7 7 5 . A man tole me one t ime when ah used tub try tuh gamble - ah nevah was 
nuthin but a game-fan [watcher ] - but ah' ve quit dese things now . But ah remem
bah dis in mah youngah days . Ah ' m  tellin '  yo ' de truth . He always tole me , said , 

(12)  BREAST-OF-GRAVE DIRT - BLACK PEPPER - HONEYCOMB 
TIE IN RED FLANNEL - ROLL UNTIL HANDS HOT - COLOGNE 

"If yo ' wanta be 
lucky , B" - called 
me B, mah name is 
Bidgood - he says , 

"if yo ' wanta b e  lucky , yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' go intuh de breas t o f  de 
grave , an ' put chure hand down as deep as yo ' kin git in an ' git some-a de dus t . 
Git chew a p iece of  red flannen an ' put it in dere , an '  put some b lack peppah , 
some honeycomb" - lak de b ees make honey , use de comb sometime fo ' cur in ' , but de 
honey ' s  gone - " an '  tie it up an ' put it in yore pocket . When yo ' go tuh a pokah 
game or skin game or crap game , j is '  take dat ball out an ' roll it in yore hands 
clisaway [ demons trates ] an ' evahthing lak dat , "  an ' says , "yo ' prob ' ly make a 
couple of passes on de dice - crap s . Well , "  says , "yo ' keep dat up an ' rub yo ' 
hands [until they ] gits warm an ' hot . Go tuh a drug store an ' git chew some good 
cologne an ' put all through dat so it have a sweet smell tuh it . "  He says , "Yo ' 
.,re den ap t tuh be lucky . "  But ah have nevah tried i t .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1008) t 1629 : 2 . )  

7776 . Once ah wuz goin ' wit anothah woman - me an '  anothah f ellah wuz goin ' 
wit de same girl an ' we didn ' t know anything about it . An '  she tole anothah 
&irl dat me an ' ' im,  dat we wuz both ma ' ied [married ] an ' she wuz goin '  kill both 

fOOD AND DRINK - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
(1) WHISKEY WITH HAIR AND SNAKE BONES 

of us befo ' three days . 
Well , we went on back an ' wuzn ' t  pay
in ' any ' tenshun an ' she fixed a pint 
of whiskey up an ' sent [ sent ] fo ' me 

an '  ' im tuh come an ' git some o f  it . So den de fellah come on an ' got de whiskey 
an '  tried tuh git me tuh go an ' ah didn ' t care tuh go . An ' he went  an ' go t an ' 
taken a drink of  de whiskey . He taken sick an ' he lived three days aftah dat . 
AD '  she tole ' im ,  when she got through wit ' im ,  she taken some o f  ' is hair out 
� off de left s ide of ' is haid an '  put it in some whiskey an ' got some grave
yard dirt an ' went to a p lace where dere wuz a dead snake , an ' got some of ' is 
toaes an ' grin'  hit up real fine ap ' put it in de whiskey . An '  he drinken [ drank] 
.. t an ' he died in three days . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1422) , 2561 : 1 . ] 

(2) CONSUMPTION [ TUBERCULOSIS ] FROM GRAVEYARD DIRT 
7 7 7 7 . You can take the 
graveyard dirt , they say , 
and put it in whiskey and 

&ive a person consump tion .  [Elizabeth City , N .  Car. , ( ? ) , 403 : 4 . ] 
7778 . About graveyard dirt , that will give you consumption [ tuberculosis] . 
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(How do they do that ? )  
They take i t  in your water and bury i t  under your doorstep . 
(Your drinking water , you mean? ) 
Yes ,  s ir .  [ Graveyard dirt in your drinking water , though under the doorstep , 

contaminates all your drinking water . ]  [Norfolk , Va. , (47 7a) , 49 5 : 8 . ] 

(3 )  CRAZY • • •  FOOLISH ALL DE TIME 

7 7 7 9 . An '  dey could take graveyard dirt an ' 
put i t  in likkah an ' dey could give yo ' dat . 
(What would that do to you? ) 

Well , dey j es '  have yuh j es '  crazy , j e s ' 
foo lish all de time . Yo ' don ' t  have yore 

right mind about it , anything . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1022) , 1 65 3 : 6 . ] 
7 780 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dey cud [ could ] git graveyard dirt an '  runnin ' huckle

berry an ' b all [boi l ]  it tuhgethah. Dey say huckleberry will kill anybody . An ' 

(4 ) HUCI<tEBERRY AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - KEEP 'EM LINGAHIN ' 
j is '  two spoonfuls 
of  dat tuh anybody 
[ in food or drink] 

will kill ' em or keep ' em lingahin ' two or three months , an ' de doctah ' s [M . D . ' s ]  
medicine will no t do ' em any good . [Huckleberry is sometimes called devi Z 's 
huck leberry bush� see HUCKLEBERRY BUSH , No . 361 , p . l07 . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
( 204) , 111 : 7+85 . ]  

7 7 81 .  They ' ll git graveyard dirt , j us '  a little p inch of it , an ' put it  in 
some o f  your food . You ' ll linger ,  yo ' know, j us '  s tart to lingerin ' that way 
i t  ain ' t gon ' a kill you right away . [ Richmond , Va . , (390) , 340 : 2 . ] 

7782 . Dat make yo ' - dat make somepin fo ' luck in gamblin ' , some way .  
(Tell me what way t o  d o  it . )  
Only one way yo ' do dis , wit graveyard dirt . Git some o f  de dirt outa de 

graveyard , outa de middle de grave . Yo ' take dis dirt an '  put it in somep in 

(5)  MIDDLE-OF-GRAVE DIRT IN HIS FOOD 

or s omepin lak dat , dat graveyard dirt . 
would take a hard time tuh git ' im ovah . 

fo ' a man , if yo '  wanta hahm [ harm] 
' im ,  an ' yo ' let ' im git holda some-a 
dat dirt tuh eat - in some-a his food 

Dat ' ll put ' im  undah affliction whut 

(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 7 6 ) , 1067 : 3 . ] 
7 7 8 3 . [The following rite could have been placed with the foo t tracks and 

graveyard dirt under No s . 5437-54 7 6 , pp . 2 845-2855 . ]  
Well , if  yo ' have did any hahm [harm] tuh any

FOOT TRACK - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN body-lak , see lak some yuh friend , an ' den 
dey ' ll misj udge j oo an ' den dey die , some-a 

dere family will go tuh de graveyard where dey wuz buried at an ' take some-a 
dat [ grave dirt ] an ' throw it on yuh , throw in yuh [ foot ] tracks where dey ' ll 
know yo ' s  had tuh walk at all time . Dey ' ll [ the dead spirit will ] be  right in 
yuh way all de time . [Richmond , Va . , (408) , 363 : 2+85 . ]  

7 7 84 .  I f  yo ' wanta make someone move o r  somp in lak dat , why yo ' go tuh de 
cemetery but it have tuh be at twelve a ' clock in de night . Jes ' lak yo ' know 

FORKS OF ROAD - GRAVEYARD DIRT AT - FROM WICKED 
PERSON ' S  GRAVE AT MIDNIGHT - PAY DIME - TO MOVE 

somebody died wicked , yo ' j es '  
put a dime on dere grave an ' 
git some o f  dat dirt . An ' dey 
say yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  of  de 

road an ' yo ' put it down dere , an ' yo ' 
porch . Dey gotta leave den . 

(You put this graveyard dirt • • •  ) 

put so much on dere steps [ o r ]  on dere 

Yo ' gotta pay fo ' it . Yo ' go t it  o ffa a wicked person ' s grave . 
(And then you go to the forks of  the road? What do you do  out there? ) 
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Put s ome of  it out dere at de fo ' k  of de road . 
(Put some of  the graveyard dirt out there and then you put some of it under 

the s teps ? ) 
Yes . 
(To make a person move . ) 
Yes , dey gotta leave , go eithah one o f  dem roads . Dey gotta go . 
(They would have to leave on one o f  thos e roads at the fork . ) [ Brunswick , 

Ga . , (1201) , 2017 . ] 
forks of  the road for ? )  7 7 85 . (What do you go out t o  the 

Yo ' go out tuh de fo ' k of de road 
de ' calls de Conkah root .  Aftah yo ' 

tuh git  a kinda root .  Yo ' git a kinda root 
gi t dat aonkah root ,  yo ' goes on back tuh de 

FORKS OF ROAD - FIND CONKAH ROOT - PARCH - MIX WITH 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - WEAR ABOUT WAIST - BRING BACK WIFE 

house.  Dat ' s  when yuh 
madam done qui t yuh - lak 
yo ' � ' ied [married ] an ' 
den yuh madam done quit 

yuh. An' aftah yo ' git dat roo t ,  why yo ' goes on back an ' yo '  take de root an '  
yo ' parch i t-lak , yo ' undahs tand . Yo ' make a kinda dust outa it , j is '  make a 
dust an ' yo ' mix it wit graveyard dust , yo ' undahstand . An ' den yo ' gotta rej oin 
dat tuhgethah . 

(Well , what do you do wi th that , af ter you mix all this stuf f ? ) 
Af tah yo ' fix it , yo ' j is ' take it in a li ' le sack . Take it  in a li ' le sack 

an '  j is ' wash it roun ' yuh wais t-lak ,  yo ' see . 
( I  see , That ' s  to bring the woman back? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . , ( 848b ) , 1311 : 1 . ] 
7 7 86 . Go tuh de graveyard an ' git dirt from de graveyard , an ' den go tub de 

forks of de road an ' make a wush fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dey have bad luck. If  

FORKS OF ROAD - WISH THERE 9 MORNINGS 
BEFORE SUNRI SE - WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 

dey wusn ' t  in b ad luck , bad luck will 
fellah dem ; if dey wishin'  good luck , 
why good luck will fellah dem. 
(That is if I wanted you to have good 

luck or bad luck ,  I would go to the graveyard and get some dirt , and then I would 
go to the forks of the road nine mo rnings and make my wish . )  

Nine mawnin ' s b efo ' day ,  befo ' de sun rise . 
(But I only go to the graveyard once ? ) 
Yes .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1486) , 2660 : 6 . ] 
7 787 . Take a chicken aig an ' go tuh a ant hill an ' dig down in dat hill an ' 

git some dirt an ' a red ant . An ' den go tub de woods an ' git a young oak tree , 

FORK OF ROAD - BURY AT : FORKED OAK STICK - EGG - ANT DIRT 
SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT OVER - TELLING LATTER WHAT TO DO 

a oak tree dat ' s  got 
j is '  kinda sprouts 
tuh it . An '  dey come 
back wit it an ' take 

it , an' go intuh a kinda forks in de road ' bout where anybody , yo ' know, ' spect 
[expect ] tub walk on . An' den if fellah [ lover ] or fren ' is gone away , take an '  
bury dat . Yo ' know , bury dose things down tub de ground an ' take dat red ant , 
egg an ' all , an ' put ovah de top of it , an ' dey say dat will bring ' em  back, 

[ Informant now illustrates rite with following s tory : ] 
Dey talk about a o le man an '  he didn ' t want ' is daughtah tub stay ' way . He 

vent out tuh de red ants ' baid an ' he got de fo ' ks of a l i ' le tree , an ' buried 
it down tub de fo ' ks of road in de direction which she went , wit graveyard dirt , 
an '  told it whut he want done . An' ' is daughtah came back an ' she ' s  up dere tub 
' is  house right now . 

(You mean j ust  this little small fork off the tree ? )  
Yes j is '  a li ' le small fo ' k about where i t  will not be noticed . An ' bury it 
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in de direction in which she ' s  gone . Jis ' use de graveyard dirt an '  tell it whut 
chew want done an ' sprinkle dat graveyard dirt ovah it . 

(You mean the fork at the tip of a [branch ] , you cut that o f f  that red oak 
tree ? )  

Yessuh . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 255 9 : 1 . ] 
7 7 88 .  Git some o f  dat graveyard dirt an ' j es '  throw it right t o  yore gate , 

an ' when he [ landlord or Pentman ] come along , he ' ll pass by , pass right on by . 
(The landlord couldn ' t  move you out o f  the house? ) 

GATE AND RENTMAN 
No suh ,  couldn ' t  move yo ' out de house . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 
(1362) , 2402 : 12 . ] 
7789 . Ah know of  a man gitt in '  a gravevine stick ,  but he have 
it dressed, dressed, load i t  up wit a piece of li ' le small 

lodes tone an ' brimstone an '  put it in dat s tick wit graveyard dirt . Put it in , 
in de s tick .  Have yo ' a s eparate hole bo ' d  [bored ] fo ' it . Yo ' ' tend [attend ] 

GRAPEVINE STICK - HIT PERSON WITH - HAVING HOLE FILLED WITH : 
LODESTONE - BRIMSTONE - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

tub dat yo ' self 
an '  nobody won '  
observe any hole 
' bout it . An '  if 

yo ' knock a man wit it , why he ' ll lingah - dat cuz ' im tuh lingah an ' pass away . 
[ I f  I may guess at the intention here : the lodestone attracts the person to be 
present for the hitt ing , the brims tone sends him t o  hell , after the graveyard dirt 
has killed him . ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1361) , 2400 : 9 . ] 

7 790 . Well , they say that chew can go to a graveyard and take the d irt b e-
tween the top and the bot tom down in the grave , and mix that with a right foot 

GUN - POINTING IT IN DIRECTION YOU WANT PERSON TO GO 
SHOOT FROM IT : PERSON ' S NAILS - GRAVEYARD DIRT AND 
RIGHT FOOT OF RABBIT YOU SHOT WHILE IT WAS RUNNING 

of  a rabbit ; but the rab
bit must be shot down 
while he ' s  running . And 
you take that and then 
git somebody ' s  f inger-

nails and to enails and mix in with that , if you ' re agains t them , and then put 
that in a gun and shoo t that away ; and the direction that you shoots , the indi
vidual will leave , go off  that same direction and become a wanderer . [ Elizabeth 
City , N .  Car . , ( 182) , 397 : 8  (Telediphone number ) or 482 : 8  (Telediphone+8 5 Edi
phone cylinders)  or 552 : 8  (caused by not counting shaved cylinders) . For this 
problem of numb ering cylinders , see INTRODUCTION to vol . 4 . ] 

7 7 9 1 .  If yo ' wanta break up anybody , if  yo '  kin git de black cat hair an ' 
black dog hair an ' gunpowdah , an ' graveyard dirt , an ' wasp nes t an ' dirt daubah 
nes t , put it tuhgethah an ' mix it , an ' shoot it an '  dat ' ll break ' em  up . 

GUN - SHOT FROM : GRAVEYARD DIRT - DIRT DAUBER NEST 
BLACK CAT HAIR - BLACK DOG HAIR 

(Where do they shoot this 
stuf f ? ) 
Jes ' put it on a li ' le 
shovel an ' throw it up out
do ' at night . 
[ The preceding word s hoot 

has been retained by present informant in the baseball sense : he shot the ball 
to second base , meaning he threw it as hard or as fast as he could . Shoot can 
mean to send s�ift Zy a Zong as to shoot ques tions at s omeone . Here we have an 
example of  how original rites can be  changed : A person may not own a gun , es
pecially the old-fashioned muzzle-loader implied her e .  Bes ides , shoo ting a gun 
at any time could attract attention . By using a shovel we return to rites of 
letting the wind blow things away . ] 

(Where do you do this ? )  
At chure home or anywheres . 
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(If I were trying to break up somebody , I would do that at my home? )  
No , at dere house . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1451) , 2636 : 9 . ] 
7 7 9 2 .  Now , if a p erson wanta run yo ' out of  a house , why dey goes tuh a ceme

tery where dere ' s someone deposit dead dere dat is well known , dat dey knows de 

GUN - SHOOT FROM - GRAVEYARD DIRT AND RED PEPPER 
AFTER MAKING CROSS OVER GRAVE - PAYING 7 CENTS 
FACING WEST - TELLING SPIRIT WHAT TO DO AND HOW 

disposition o f de person [ ill
tempered] .  Dey carry along 7 
pennies an ' two lightwood 
[ £atwood or fatlighter pine] 
splinters [ s takes ] .  Dey stick 

one on dis s ide j is ' across  de ways [waist ] an ' de othah cros s de othah side di
rectly opposite an ' dey s tretch dat s tring zactly acros s dere . 

(Acros s the breast from one s take to the other . )  
Yes sir , lightly - mus t be  caught lightly . An ' den dey take anothah string 

an ' stre t ch it directly from de foo t tuh de haid [ demonstrates ] .  
(IN OTHER WORDS , YOU ARE FORMING A CROSS RI GHT ON TOP OF THAT GRAVE . )  
Yes , s ir .  Den yo ' go tuh work an ' yo '  go right intuh ' is hips , de right hip , 

an '  yo ' deposit dem 7 cents dere , an ' yo ' bring up from dere a handful o f  dat 
earth . Put it intuh a li ' le box of  some kin ' dat yo ' kin close i t  down tuh
gethah with . An '  den tell ' em j is '  zactly whut y o '  wants done an ' how yo ' want 
it done . Den make dem undahs tan ' dat yo ' have paid ' em ,  absolutely have paid 
' em de price an ' yo ' mean fer ' em tuh do it . Yo ' come on back tuh de house an ' 
yo ' buy one gunshot shell an ' cut de shot o f f , an ' yo '  takes de powdah an ' yo ' 
will po ' it  out an ' measure j is '  exactly how much powdah yo '  want tuh put in 
dere . Measure de powdah an ' put it intuh a clean p iece of c loth an ' measure 
de earth , j is '  dat much earth , an ' put it intuh dat cloth too . An ' den yo ' git 
yo ' dat much ground red peppah . Put it  in dere an ' fold it  up t ight an ' yo ' 
puts it  right intuh de gun an ' yo ' turn directly an ' face westward an ' call dere 
name an ' pull de triggah.  An '  if dey don ' t move , dey ' ll drop daid on de spot . 

(Where did you learn that? ) 
Ah learned dat right cher e , Charleston .  
( I s  that a spec ial remedy o f  anyone? O f  any special person? ) 
Yes , sir , fellah in de neighborhood name of Robert Chaplin .  [ Charles ton , S .  

Car . , ( 514 , Doctor Glover) , 59 5 : 2 . ] [ For  Glover see also references at end of 
7214 , p . 3209 and elsewher e . ] 

7 793 . Jis ' git graveyard dirt an ' sprinkle it aroun ' de step an ' kep ' [ kept ) 
back evil , dey call it . 

(What do you mean by that ? )  
Hl ' nts [ spirits of dead p eople ] . [ The magic principle here is : like cures 

like� fight fire with fire� hair of the dog that bi t you� etc .  Spirit s  o f  the 
dead , as those of the living , fight 

HAUNTS - GRAVEYARD DIRT PROTECTS AGAINST 

HAT - SWEATBAND OF - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 

yuh hat an ' it fall down in yuh eyes an ' 
(737 ) , 1008 : 2 . ] 

among themselves . Somewhere in Hoodoo 
an elderly woman remembers seeing as 
a child a graveyard fight among spir-
i ts . ] [Wilmington , N . Car . , (237) , 
1 61 : 2+85 . ]  
7794 . (Tell me that again, now. ) 
Dey put it in de band of yuh hat . 
(This graveyard dirt? )  
Graveyard dus t , put i t  in de band of 

cuz yo ' tuh go blind . [Vicksburg , Miss. , 

7795 . Well , yo ' kin take dat [graveyard dirt ] an' put confusion in peoples ' 
homes , [ or ]  dat will put chew in bad luck regardless of how far away dat dey 
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living • • •  Awe [ I ] kin take dat dirt an ' put it in yore house an ' yo ' begin tuh 
fall , fall down tuh nuthin , lingahin ' of sickness . 

(Where do you put it in the 
house ? )  
Anywheres , down anywhere . 

HOUSE - GRAVEYARD DIRT AT UNSPECIFIED PART OF [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1st trip there) , 
(538)  ' 656 : 6 .  ] 
7 79 6 .  ' At ' s [ =  Dat ' s  = that is ] 
whut ah hear ' d ' bout de graveyard 

dirt , one way . Ah heah ' em say yo '  kin take it an ' sprinkle roun ' de house , yo ' 
know j es '  lak de man an '  ' is wife in de home an ' yo ' wanta break ' em up . Dey 
sprinkle it all roun ' dere yo ' know , undah house , roun ' dere , an ' dey go tuh 
fightin ' an '  raisin '  Sam [ Sam = the devil ] .  Jes ' graveyard dirt . [ Savannah , 
Ga . ,  (2nd trip there) , (1255) , 2 127 : 6 . ] 

7 79 7 .  Jis ' lak yo ' gittin'  along good here now an '  yo ' look lak yo ' suc cess
ful an '  doin ' good . Co ' se ah might grudge [begrudge ] yo ' .  [Or ] me an ' yo ' can ' t  
git along , sompin lak dat . Well ,  ah wants tuh put chew out o f  business ,  see . 
Well , j is '  lak ah foretole yo ' ,  now ah would go tuh de graveyard an '  git me some 
graveyard dus t an ' ah ' ll - when ah git about 50  feet from yuh house - ah ' ll 
sprinkle it , lak when yo ' about 50  feet down de s treet or road , sompin lak dat . 
An '  why ? Yo ' j is '  couldn ' t s tay dere , see . [ This i s  from Peter Brown , a root 
doctor , mentioned by Doctor William [Marcus ] Brown who belittles him despite my 
marking him good - see las t  14 lines on p . 3188 . ] [Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 511) , 
580 : 5 . ] 

7 7 9 8 .  Graveyard dirt ? Well dey could take dat - de same as yo ' is livin ' in 
heah , dis could be yuh p roperty an ' yo ' lives heah . Dey could take dat dirt -
at night dey would come past an ' j is '  got it in dere hand lak dat [ demonstrates ] . 
Whilst dey walkin ' , yo ' know, why dey j is '  sprinkle it , throw i t  aroun ' , an '  when 
dey git through , dust dey hands . 

(What happens then ? )  
Wal , yo ' d  b e  dere fer awhile but chew gotta move out of  de house , not goin ' 

tuh s tay .  [ Charles ton ,  S .  Car . , (517) , 605 : 3 . ] 
7 7 9 9 . Take graveyard dirt an '  dey done go . 
(Where do you put that ? )  
J es ' throw i t  roun ' d e  house or empty i t  anywhere roun ' de house . Dey say 

it upsets de home . Ah heard ' em say dat .  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 2193 : 10 . ] 
7 800 . An ' then anothah way yo ' kin take dat same graveyard dirt an ' fix i t  

an ' put it into a home , an ' it ' ll b e  someone out dat home - short , long or short 
[see later ] will git killed . 

(What happens in that house now? ) 
In dat house , if  i t ' s contin ' l [ continual ] sprinklin ' in dat house , well some

one in dat house , longah or shortah [ sooner or later ]  will git killed . Out of 
dat house someone will git killed . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1207a) , 2542 : 2 . ] 

7 801 . Dey tell me yo ' kin git graveyard dirt an ' bury i t  roun ' somebody ' s  
house or sompin of  de kind . Dat will make ' em leave home or run ' em  crazy . 
[Waycross , Ga. , (1094 ) , 1764 : 1 . ] 

7 802 . Take graveyard dirt an '  sprinkle it  roun '  yore house an ' dat ' ll keep 
enemies from yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1102) , 1 7 7 6 : 11 . ] 

7 80 3 .  Go tuh de graveyard about twelve a ' clo ck at night an ' gi t some grave
yard dirt . Dig it real deep in de groun ' an '  git it off dat p art , an ' bring it 
an ' sprinkle it aroun ' de house an ' yo ' d  move . [Memphis , Tenn . , (953) , 1538 : 11 . ] 

7804 . If  yo ' were livin ' by me an '  ah want chew tuh move . Well , ah could go 
tuh a graveyard an '  git a handful o f  dirt ; an ' take a handful of dirt an ' start 
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roun ' in de  left  s ide , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' sprinkle it roun ' in dere hous e .  Den 
de nex ' mawnin ' 

HOUSE - CIRCUMAMBULATE INSIDE - GRAVEYARD DIRT - CLOCKWISE yo ' ll move . [ This 
circumambulation ap

pears to be inside the house . Notice that the person sprinkling the dirt starts 
on the left side , meaning he performs a clockwis e circle inside the house . ] 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1407 ) , 2528 : 6 . ] 

7805 . Now , yo ' see yo ' take a hous e dat 
house is unlucky , ain ' t good luck tuh yo ' .  

is unlucky dataway . Yo ' say now, de 
Well , yo ' go tuh , say a graveyard , 

HOUSE - CIRCUMAMBULATE WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT - DUG WHILE 
LYING FLAT ON GRAVE - RIGHT ARM INTO GRAVE - LEAVE DIME 

an ' yo ' git some of dat 
graveyard dirt . Yo ' 
gits right ovah _ a  grave 
an '  stretches out on 

it , an ' reach as fer down wit yore right ahm [ arm] as yo ' kin . Yo ' take a dime 
in yore han ' , go dere an ' reach down in dere , an '  yo ' turn dat dime loose an '  yo ' 
takes dat dirt up , an ' carries it back home an ' sprinkle it  all aroun ' , all roun ' 
yore do ' - all aroun ' yore house , yo ' see . Well , when yo ' sprinkle it roun ' dere, 
well evahthin ' den will come yore way . Dere ' s no hahm [harm] tuh be done . Yo ' ll 
come lucky . 

(That is if somebody has crossed up my hous e and I ' m  leaving , moving out , that 
is to uncross i t . ) 

Dat ' s  right , dat ' ll uncross it . [Waycross , Ga . , (1097 ) , 1766 : 11 . ] 
7806 . From personal experience , yo ' would go in de cemetery an ' git dirt at 

a cer ' in hour at night , an ' dat hour would be twelve , ' tween twelve an ' one , 

HOUSE - CIRCUMAMBULATE 9 TIMES WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 
OR SPRINKLE IN NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE - WORKS IN 9 DAYS 

BROWNED SALT WILL KILL THE SPRINKLE 

an ' yo ' would take dat 
if p ossib le an ' sprinkle 
it in de no ' th cornah ; 
an ' i f  not possible , yo ' 
would sprinkle it aroun ' 

de house 
troub le .  

nine diff ' ren '  times . In less dan nine days dey ' d  be moved wit ' out any 

If  yo ' know how tuh kill it , in case if someone knew dat , had de ideah o f  dat , 
he ' d  do de same thing wit brown salt [ salt browned on stove ] . Take table salt  
an '  as  yo ' sprinkle at  night , why he ' d  git  up in de mawnin '  an ' sprinkle ag ' in , 
an '  dat would kill it . 

[As informant s aid , this sprinkling is done 9 times . ]  
(What kind of  salt? ) 
Table salt . Yo ' take it  an ' brown it an ' dat will kill it . Now , dat ' s  from 

personal experience . Ah know dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 29 ) , 2731 : 16 . ] 
7807 . Graveyard dir t , dat ' s  when yo ' wanta run a person from any p lace . Jis ' 

1ak now , i f  a person stayin ' in dis house [ in which I was interviewing ] an ' yo ' 

BOOSE - 4 CORNERS OF - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
want dis house an ' yo ' come in here . 
All yo ' gotta do when yo ' come , yo ' 
walks aroun ' , aroun ' dis place [ demon

strates ] :  put some in 
put some in dat one . 

dis place , put some in dis one , put some in dat one , an ' 

(You put it  in all four corners of  the house . )  
De fo ' cornahs of de house . Don ' keer who yo ' is , dey couldn ' t  stay in dere 

fer soul or li fe . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (between 511 & 519) , 602 : 7 . ] 
7808 . Ah heard dat yo ' kin take graveyard 

·
dirt - go tuh de graveyard . Jis ' 

lak someone dat worries yo ' ,  dey tell me yo ' go tuh de graveyard an ' git - dig 
down right at de haid of dis person , an ' take yo ' a sp oon an '  git de dirt up , 
ao' put i t  in each cornah of yuh house [ demons trates ] :  lak in dat one , dat one , 
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an ' dat one , dis one ,  an ' den take i t  an ' put it undah de do ' s tep [ five places ] ; 
an ' if anybody tryin' tub do anything tub yo ' , it  won ' t worry yo ' .  [Florence , 
s .  Car . , ( 1311 ) , 2221 : 2 . ] 

7809 . Dey say yo ' kin take dat dir t ,  graveyard dirt , an ' put it in de fo ' 
cornah of de house , an ' put some right tub de front of yore do ' where yo ' walk 
cross i t .  Dey say dat ' ll s top confus ion all in yore home . 

(How would they put this dirt in the four corners?  How? ) 
J is ' put it onto dere , sprinkle it down . 
(You put it  something like that . Well , you told me before that you cross it . 

What do you mean by that? )  
No sir , j is '  sprinkle i t .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1098 ) , 1775 : 1 . ] 
7 810 . I t ' s  de same as yo ' were livin ' intuh dis premises right chere , yo ' 

undahstan ' , an ' he might not be a sufficiently good enough neighbah roun ' , yo ' 
know , in de community , an ' yo ' d like tuh git someone out chere . · Well yo ' goes 
tub de graveyard yo '  undahstan' an '  yo ' gits holt of some of dat dirt an '  yo ' 
put , ah think i t ' s  b lack peppah an ' salt , an '  yo ' sprinkle it aroun ' in de fo '  
cornahs o f  de house . An '  den yo ' j is '  take de res t an ' den yo ' scattah it  an ' 
go on o ut tuh de s treet . I t  won ' t  be but a day or two befo ' dey ' ll go on , have 
tub leave dere . 

(Have to move out of the house? ) 
Oh ! dey couldn ' t  s tay in dere .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (49 9 ) , 542 : 3 . ] 
7811 . Fo ' mahself , lak dis mah hous e ,  ah could put it in all fo ' cornahs . 
(This graveyard dirt . )  
Jis ' lak three times a week - ah mean three mawnin ' s but t ill nine mawnin ' s  

pas s ,  an ' den yo ' s top , an ' den yo ' wait  nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' put it roun ' 

HOUSE - 4 CORNERS OF - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
3 MORNINGS - EACH SPRINKLING 9 DAYS APART 

ag ' in .  Dat will keep down confusion 
in yore house .  [ Savannah , Ga . , 
(1278) , 2174 : 5 . ] 
7 812 . Yo '  kin take graveyard dirt , 

dat keep anybody from movin ' in dis [ empty ] house . Take graveyard dirt an ' salt 
an ' cayenne peppah [ 3  ingredient s ] an ' mix it  tuhgethah an ' plant it tub de fo ' 
cornahs o f  dis  heah [ empty ] house . Well , yo ' nevah take a not ion tub move [ into 

HOUSE - 4 CORNERS OF : GRAVEYARD DIRT - SALT - RED PEPPER 
� [HOLLOW REED ] INTO GRAVE FOR DIRT - PAY 3 CENTS 

this vacant hous e ,  
this ] keep yore mind 
off • .  

(You mean you wouldn ' t  
move into the house . ) 
Jes ' lak ah say , if 

dey [ you] have dis heah [hous e we are in ] an' yo ' move out , say fo ' instance if 
yo ' don ' wan ' de man tub rent it , yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' git chew dirt from 
de wors t man ' s  grave yo ' knows , a wicked person - some wicked p er s on dat didn ' t  
b ' long [belong ] tub church or sompin lak dat . Yo ' s t ick a cane [bamboo ] down in 
dere deep , about two feet chew yo ' know , an '  gi t up de dirt an 1 take it o� Put 
three cents down in dere an ' covah de hole up an ' bring dat dirt tuh de house . 
An '  mix it  up wi t salt an ' peppah an ' put i t  tub de fo ' cornahs of de house . Ah 
doub t wbethah he ' ll rent it fo ' twelve months . 

[Our cane , reed or bamboo here is probably genus Arundinaria , species maero
sperma , of the southern U . S . A. The only other American species is A. teata , a 
small cane . Informant of course could be referring to one o f  the foreign bamboos 
introduced into the U . S . A . , but I doubt i t . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1280 ) , 2109 : 2 . ] 

JOB FROM THE BOSS 
7 813 . You get s ome graveyard dust and , when you go out to 
seek a j ob ,  you are talking to the boss , you sprinkle a little 
bit near him. You put some of that on his bat , if you can get 
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it - that ' s  better . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 2 3 ) , by Ediphone . ]  
7814 . Dey did mah grandmo thah dat way , an ' ah went tuh a woman [doctor] dat 

tole me . Take de graveyard dus t an ' got some ole s tuf f dey j is call John de , 
Conkah , an ' put it wit 

JOHN DE CONKAH - JOCKEY CLUB - PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT dat graveyard dust .  An ' 
MIX - PUT IN HER FOOT TRACK AND AT HER DOOR git Jockey Club an '  put 

it . Mix it all up tuh
ge thah an ' put s ome p eppah in it . An ' put it in ' er tracks an ' put it at de do ' 
where she had tuh come out . An '  de woman [doctor]  git  one o f  ' er shoes an ' put 
some in dere , an ' ' er foot lak tuh rise [ swell ] off  her .  

(Almo s t  ran off ? )  
Yes . [ The woman doctor or fortuneteller turned the spell back on the spell

cas ter . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 33) , 1513 : 15 . ] 
7 815 . You can use graveyard dirt for many occasions . Now , you can take 

graveyard dirt , dirt dauber , s an d .  
(Sand ? )  
Sand . 
(Ordinary sand? )  
Ordinary sand , cement [ and graveyard 

You t ake it an ' make a real ball out of 

KICKING - SMALL BALL MADE OF CEMENT AND 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - DIRT DAUBER NEST - SAND 

dirt ] an ' yo ' can make a ball out of i t . 
i t .  An '  after you make that b all  out o f  

i t ,  why you takes that stuff that you 
make mosquito bar an ' yo ' take that , 
an ' wrap that around o f  it . An ' put 
it out in the sun , where de sun can 

hit it an ' le t it dry , an '  take that an ' j us t  put it in de house . It ' s  j us t  as 
hard as a bal l , i t  is . An '  any time , why , if yo ' wants to have control over 
vbomsomever yo ' desire to have control , yo ' j us t  kick that ball aroun ' an ' play 
wit it , call his names , an ' de next three or four hours he ' s  supposed to be dere . 

(I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 819 ) , 11 71 : 1 . ] 
7816 . In s ome parts  o f  the South they claim if  you get some dirt from the 

ceme tery and put it in a box , and place it under the s tep s of your enemy , it will 

KNOTS TIED - GRAVEYARD DI RT - LAYS SPIRIT 
cause trouble in their home . And oft 
t imes they sought a aunjure-man and 
he in turn gives them a piece of raw

hide , and tel ls them at intervals to tie a knot until that s tring is exhausted . 
That will do away with the evil spiri t . [ Informant was born in Jacksonville , 
Fla . ] [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (43) , by Ediphone . ]  

7817 . I f  a person away an ' - yo ' could take yo ' a co tton s tring an ' yo ' tie 
dose nine knots  tuhgethah . Yo ' sew dose nine knots up intuh a bag an ' yo '  take 

KNOTS 9 - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SEWED INTO BAG 
graveyard dirt wi t ' in dos e  knots . 
An '  yo ' take da t bag an '  put it so.e
place in yuh clo thes whut chew veah 

nex ' tuh yo ' .  An ' yo ' weah dat bag wit dat s tring in dere twixt yo ' , an' dat ' ll 
bring ' em back .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (115 3 ) , 189 2 : 1 . ] 

LARKSPUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 

7818 . Dey would put hit an ' larkspur tuhsetbah an '  
dat would create confus ion in de house . 
(They would put thi s graveyard dirt and what to
gether? ) 
Larkspur , a flower . Sprinkle it around yore 

bouse an ' it  will create ups tirs . 
(Make confus ion in the family? ) 
Yes . 
(Now , in us ing that larkspur , they j us t  take the whole plant or?) 
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Take de flowahs , de flowahs o f f  de larkspur an ' pound dem up aftah dey dry 
wi t de graveyard dirt . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1539 ) , 2785 : 8 . ] 

LETTER - DRESSED WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 
7 819 . Well , j es '  lak she gits a let tah 
from ' im.  All right , she ' ll take de 
le ttah an ' she ' ll go to de graveyard an ' 

git some graveyard dus t .  An '  she ' ll dress it wit de graveyard dust  an ' mail ' is 
signature back tuh him. Dat ' s  whut dey tell me . 

[After machine turned off , informant adds bring him back. ] 
(That will bring him back . ) 
Dat will bring ' im back . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1264 ) , 2145 : 11 . ] 
7820 . Well , yo ' kin take a envelope an ' go tuh a cemetery , well maybe ' long 

about dis time a-day , or maybe ' bout eight a ' clock in de mawnin ' , an ' yo ' kin 

LETTER : GRAVEYARD DIRT IN ENVELOPE UPON WHICH YOU 
WRITE IN COLUMN - MAN ' S NAME ONCE - HER NAME UNDER 
UNTIL 9 EACH - CUT HOLE IN MATTRESS UNDER WHERE 
PERSON SLEEPS - AGAIN WRITE EACH NAME 9 TIMES 
AROUND A FRESH EGG - AND BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 

git some d irt offa de grave
yard . An '  yo ' takes it back 
home an ' put it in dis enve
lope an ' write chure name 
down nine time an ' [ demon
strates ] write chure name 
heah nine t ime , er , one 

time , an ' her name heah 
let chure name be firs ' 
yo ' git dat nine times . 

one t ime , see all de way down . Wel l , yo ' go on down an ' 
all de time , all de way down. Well , yo ' go on down till 

(Each one nine times ? )  
Yes s ir , yores nine an ' mine nine times . 
Well , yo ' takes dis envelope an '  yo ' cuts a hole in de mattres s an '  put dis 

envelope undah dere , undah de feet o r  eithah at de haid , or eithah where de body 
lay on de baid , see . Well , dat ' ll make him come , if he ' s  workin ' ; an ' if  he 
ain ' t been bringin '  ' is money home , dat ' ll make him come an ' give his money tuh 
dis girl or ' is wife . 

An '  den , when yo ' do dis , put dis envelope undah dere , why yo ' kin take • • • 
[ I interrupt . ]  
(Now , which side do you put it under , his place or under your place ? ) 
His place where he sleep s . An '  den yo ' take dis aig , newly-freshly-laid aig , 

hen aig . Wri te chure name [ demons trates ] heah one time ,  an '  hers heah once , 
until yo ' wri te it all de way round nine times . 

(Each one nine times? )  
Dat ' s  right , each one nine times on dat aig , an ' on de envelope , an ' yo ' bury 

dis aig undah de do ' step . All right ,  whenevah he comes in , he gotta go in ovah 
dis aig an ' he gotta come back out de do ' .  Dat ' s  all tuh dat s tory . [ Fayette

LETTER TO THE DEAD 
(1}  TO A RELATIVE - DESCRIBE YOUR TROUBLE 

BURY IN HIS GRAVE - WILL NOT BE ARRESTED 

ville , N. Car . , (1452) , 2637  : 18 .] 
7 821 . If someone ' s  daid , s ome 
of yore relat ives , an ' yo '  git 
in trouble , yo ' take an ' write 
dem a lettah an ' tell ' em whut 

chew in trouble ' bout , an ' care [ carry ] it tuh de graveyard an ' put it in dey 
grave , an ' yo ' nevah will be ' rested [ arrested ] ' bout whut chew done . [ Informant 
pronounced preceding word re Zatives as relitives . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1134) , 1841 : 6 .] 

( 2 )  WRITE LETTER AT MIDNIGHT TO DEAD RELATIVE 
SEAL AND MAIL TO YOURSELF - BURN - WISH 

THE GIRL WI LL MARRY YOU 

7 82 2 .  I ' ve heard this : if  you 
wake up in the night at twelve 
o ' clock and you write a letter 
to some of  your kin people 
which is dead and seal it and 

mail it to yourself , ��en you receive this le tter you burn it and make a wish and 
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the girl tha t you ' re going with will marry you . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Edi
phone . ]  

7823 . Tisn ' t [ It is not ] but one place at ah knows o f  in de graveyard dat yo ' 
kin git any dirt dat will do anythin' . Not any kind of  dirt in de graveyard will 
not [ omit not ]  anything . [ Such a belie f ]  it ' s  a fake . If  yo ' go tuh a murdahed 

( 3 )  AFTER A RAIN - G O  T O  MURDERED SINNERMAN ' S GRAVE 
KNEEL AT LEFT-HAND S IDE OF HEAD - RIGHT HAND 
PICK UP DIRT - TELL WHAT YOU WANT - HOLD DIRT 
UNTIL REACH HOME - WRITE REAL LETTER TO SAME MAN 
ENCLOSE DIRT - SEAL - SLEEP WITH UNDER HEAD 

man ' s grave • • •  

[ I interrupt . ] 
( Some man that was 
killed ? )  
Yeah , murdahed . He 
got ta b e  a sinnahman , 
a worldly man lak a 

gamb lah or gangstah or somepin of dat kind . Yo ' goes tuh ' is grave an ' on ' is 
left-hand s ide at ' is haid , yo ' take yuh ri ght hand , yo ' puts it down in dat 
earth . Yo ' try tuh make it [ reach the grave ] aftah it rains , ' cuz de earth is 
soft . [As we shall see , you mus t  grasp this dirt until you reach home and write 
a letter ; consequently not one grain o f  this dirt mus t  be dropped . ]  An ' yo ' 
kneels dere an ' yo ' ask ' im whut yo ' wanta be done . Undahs tan ' ,  an '  as yo ' ask 
' im, yo ' close yuh hand whilst yo ' got it down in dat hole , an ' den yo ' brings 
dis dirt out . Undahs tand ? Yo ' brings  dis dirt out . 

Well ,  den yo ' take it home . Yo '  wr ites a lettah j is '  lak ah ' m wr itin '  tuh a 
live person from which ah got  dis dirt . An ' in dat envelope ah ' ll put dis yere 
[here ] dirt whut ah had in mah hand in dat envelope . Nevah let it [ dirt ] loo se , 
nevah turn it loose until ah put it in dis envelope . An '  den ah will take de 
sheet of papah an '  ah will write tuh dat [ dead ] man . An '  whutsomevah ah wan ' 
' im  tuh do , ah will seal dat lettah up wit di s dirt an ' put it  undah mah haid 
An '  he will do anything dat yo ' ast ' im tuh do . An '  dat ' s  de only place in de 
graveyard dat de dirt is any good . [ Richmond , Va . , (431) , 385 : 9+85 . ] 

7 824 . Yo ' kin wri te a let tah tuh a dead person . If  yo '  want anything tuh 
happen tuh a person good or  bad , write a let tah tuh a dead person . Go dere an ' 

(4)  LETTER TO DEAD IN GRAVE - PAY SP IRIT 9 PENNIES 
yo ' kin carry nine c ents , 
dig a hole an ' give dis 
let tah tuh dis person 

vbut ' s in de grave . An ' dis party , j is '  whut yo ' ast in de let tah tuh happen , 
dey say dat would b e  true . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 2412 : 5 . ] 

7825 . I f  yo ' wanta be lucky , dey tell me yo ' kin wr ite a lettah tuh a fellah , 
lak yo ' know a real bad fellah dat died.  Yo ' kin write lettah tuh ' im care of 

(5)  LETTER TO DEAD - IN CARE OF HELL 
WRITE THIS IN A GRAVEYARD 
PUT UNDER HEAD OF THE BED 

TO DREAM OF DEAD MAKES YOU LUCKY 

hell . Go tuh de graveyard an ' write 
de le ttah tuh ' im .  Come back an '  put 
it undah de haid of yuh baid dat night 
an ' yo ' ll dream about ' im.  Yo ' ll be 
lucky an ' git money , lucky tuh git a 
j ob - anything . [ In general folklore 

� dream of the dead is lucky - see FACI 2nd ed . , Nos . 82 7 1-827 2 ,  8274 , p . 367 . ] 

LEFT BREAST FOR WOMAN 
LEFT POCKET FOR MAN 

CIAVEYARD DIRT IN BAG FOR LOVE 

(You write the le tter in care of  hell ? )  
Yassuh . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (113 7 ) , 1851 : 7 . ]  
7826 . I have heard of  them get ting a hold of 
graveyard dus t and put t ing it in a bag . And 
they wear that on the left side of the breast , 
in a woman ; and if  it  is a man , they put that in 
his [ left ] pocket . They want to wear that next 

tD the skin and they wi ll ge t them . [Hampton , Va . , (cylinder 30) , by Ediphone . ]  
7827 . I ' ve heard X ' s father say you can go to the graveyard and get some dirt 
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off the left side of the grave and do anything you want . You put that in a box 
and bury it in ano ther 

LEFT S IDE OF GRAVE DIRT - NAME - BURY IN ANOTHER GRAVE grave and mention their 
name . You do that about 

sunset .  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , (cylinder 80) , by Ediphone . ]  
7828 . Git some lodes tone powdah an ' graveyard dirt an ' mix dat tuhgethah an ' 

dat will make yo ' git a j ob .  Put it  in yuh pocket an ' tote it . 
(The boss will give you a j ob . ) [ Sumter , 

LODESTONE - GRAVEYARD DIRT - POCKET S .  Car . , (136 2) , 2402 : 11 . ]  
7 829 . Said if  anybody had done anything 

tub yo ' an ' yo ' didn ' t wan ' ' em  tub know yo ' done anything tub ' em,  yo ' go tub de 
graveyard an ' git some fresh graveyard dirt .  An '  yo ' take dat dirt an ' yo ' take 
quicksilvah , an ' when yo ' take de quicksilvah • • •  

(What is that quicksilver? Is  it  a liquid-like or  that tin paper [ tinfoil ] ?  
What is quicksilver? ) 

[Quicks ilver among my informants meant several things. ] 
Well , ah call dat liquid silvah . 
An '  den yo ' take dat . An '  yo ' git dat an ' yo ' git dis lodes tone an ' yo ' 

shivah [ sliver? = shave ] it off  right fine . An '  yo ' take dat dirt an ' all dat 
an ' mix i t  tub

LODESTONE - QUICKSILVER - GRAVEYARD DIRT : UNDER LEFT INSOLE gethah . An '  when 
yo ' git chure oin

ment made lak yo ' wan ' it , yo ' take dat li ' le wad [ insole ] in de bottom o f  yuh 
lef '  shoe [ and put it under there]  an ' dey ' ll lingah an ' lingah den until dey 
b e ' s put in de ground . Ah heard it lak dat . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1412 ) , 
2538 : 4 . ] 

7 83 0 .  Mos tly dey use graveyard dirt , but dey git tub use sand an ' powdah . 
( Sand and powder? ) 
Yeah . 
(Sand and powder . What kind of  powder? )  
Love pObJdah. 
(Love powder? ) 
Yeah , yo ' see . Well , dey use graveyard dirt an ' love powdah. Dat ' s  tuh make 

yo ' lak ' em or anything lak dat , yo ' see .  
(Well ,  h ow  would you prepare that?  How would you 
do it? ) 

LOVE POWDER - GRAVEYARD DIRT Well , de way yo ' do , yo ' take yo ' some graveyard 
SUGAR - SAND - IN LETTER dirt an ' yo '  mix i t  up de powdah in dat . 

(This love powder? ) 
Yeah , love powdah an ' s and . Yo ' buy de  love pow

dah right in de drug s tore , an ' sand . 
(Ordinary sand ? ) 
Sand . An '  yo ' put a li ' le sugah in dere . Sugah ' s fer love , see .  Put a li ' le 

sugah in dere an ' yo ' kin put a li ' le bit in de envelope . An '  lak yo ' s end yo ' 
a lettah ,  yo ' put a l i ' le bit in de envelope . Well , dat make dat p erson lak yo ' 
aftah yo ' git dat s tuff on ' em.  [New Orleans , La. , (823) , 1190 : 8 . } 

7831 . Lak if  two 
MAN AND WOMAN - GRAVEYARD DIRT THROWN BETWEEN - SEPARATES people co ' tin ' [ court

ing ] an ' yo ' wan ' a  
break ' em up , i f  yo ' git some dirt from de graveyard an ' throw it b etween ' em ,  
dey say i t  will break up dere love . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (162) , 78 : 8+85 . ]  

7 832 . Yo ' go tub de graveyard an ' git some dirt , graveyard dirt an ' some 
sulphur , an '  mix it tuhgethah . An '  when yo ' see de two parties [man and woman ] 
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MAN AND WOMAN - GRAVEYARD DIRT AND SULPHUR BETWEEN 

tuhgethah , yo ' throw dis 
dirt between de two an '  
dey ' ll break up . [Wil
mington , N .  Car . , (219) , 
131 : 5+85 . ]  
7833 . Ah heard dem say dey 
take a person ' s height , j is '  

ord ' n ' ry [ ordinary ] , why yo ' bein ' a low man , why j is '  git somepin , obj ek [ obj ect ] 
neah yuh height , yo ' know. Well , yo '  keep yuh eye on dat an ' when yo ' go out , why 

MEASURE PERSON ' S  HEIGHT - LAY IT ON GRAVE - INCANTAT ION 
dey take de rule an '  
measure dat . Dat ' ll be 
yuh height den . Den 

dey take dat length an ' go in de graveyard an' measure dat off  on a grave . Say 
yo ' d  soon somehow gi t afflicted an ' die , j is ' from puttin ' yuh measure in de 
graveyard , right on top of a grave . Makes a long switch an ' put a mark on it -

lak [ as the measurement ] .  
(Do they leave the s tick there ? )  
No sir , j is '  go ahaid an '  take yuh measurement down dere , s o  many feet , right 

on top de grave , yo ' know , where dey goes . Jes ' make a mark right ' cross dere 
an ' it some kinda li ' le funny wo rd dey would say , some kinda li ' le mes sage . Yo ' 
goin ' die or s omepin happen . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (993) , 16 05 : 3 . ] 

7834 . Take twelve - yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard , lak some fellah yo ' know has 
been bad , bad . Ah mean a bad fellah , he died bad .  Yo ' go intuh de cemetery , yo ' 

MINDLESS OIL - LOGY OIL - 9 DROPS EACH 
EGG - JOHN DE CONKAH - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

git j is '  anywhere ' bout a handful of  
dus t offa his grave . Yo ' don ' t  want no  
mud , yo ' j is '  want de  dus t o ffa his 
grave . Yo ' take dat dus t an ' yo ' come 

back . Yo ' git chew one 
(What kind of  oil ? )  
Log , loggah oil . 

fresh egg . Yo ' git chew some log oil . 

(Log? Log oil ? )  
Log oil , d e  name o f  i t  is Loggah . 
(How do you spell it? ) 
Well ,  ah don ' t know de name o f  it , but yo ' exp lain dat tuh de druggist . He ' d  

know whut yo ' want , i f  yo '  go tuh de right place . 
(Oh , all right . )  
[ I  KNEW THE DRUGGI ST HE MEANT . I GUE SSED THAT INFORMANT MEANT Zogy , A WOBD 

IN U . S . A . , MEANING SLUGGISH • s l-uggish oi Z ! ] 
Yo ' git chew some Miner 's  oi Z .  
(Miner 's  oi Z ? )  
(Mines with - minus - mind this - mi�dles s ? )  
Minus . 
(Mindless ! Like you lose your mind ? )  
Dat ' s  it ! 
(Mindl-ess oiZ ? )  
Dat ' s  whut choo want . 
(All right . )  
[We now have Zogy oi Z and mindless oi Z . ] 
An '  yo ' take dat o il an ' mix it up . Yo ' take nine drops o f  each oil . Co ' se 

dey give yuh a li ' le perfume bottle full . Yo ' can ' t buy under 50¢ worth , dat ' s  
de les s  he ' ll sell yuh . An ' yo ' git - befo ' yo ' - yo ' know , befo ' yo ' leave de 
druggis t ,  yo ' git chew ten cents of John de Conkah roo t . Yo ' git de ZOg oi Z 
[ Zogy oi Z ]  an ' de mindl-ess oi Z an ' yo ' take dese an ' yo ' mix it up all intuh 
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dat dus t , until it git tub a real powdah . An '  yo ' kin do wondahful wi t dat , wit 
dat powdah . Kin do anything yo ' want . Yo ' kin do good or bad . 

(Jus t using that powder ? )  
Yes , sir . [ New Orleans , La . , (860}, 1369 : 3 . ] 
7 8 35 . Git graveyard dirt [ from] a fresh grave an '  a mockin ' b ird nes t . Dere 

ain ' t been many people know how tub f ind a mockin ' bird nes t . Yo ' have to go an ' 
look in a peah [ pear ] tree at , in de tiptop of  a peah tree ; a fo ' k  of a limb ,  

MOCKINGBIRD NEST - PEAR TREE - 3 HOLY NAMES 
yo ' ll find ' is nest . An ' dere ' s  
three li ' le large limb s  an '  crossed 
lak dat , kinna lak a cro s s  [ 3  prongs 

like a triangle point upward] an ' a li ' le moss right on down top of it . Yo ' take 
dat moss  an ' dose  two pieces [ the three-pronged fork] an ' graveyard dirt , an ' put 
it ovah yuh do ' an '  says , In ds Name of ds Fathah� Name of de Son� an '  de Ho ly 
Ghost. An '  in nine weeks she ' ll be  back. Yo ' kin bring a woman back dat way . 
[Wilming ton ,  N .  Car . , (241) , 164 : 4+85 . ] 

7836 . (What do you do with that graveyard dirt , now? ) 
Yo ' kin take it , if yo ' know a person dat died dat wuz s inful , yo ' undahstand . 

Yo ' kin take it an ' throw it ovah dere [ at the house ] .  Say , dat de spirit will 

"MOVING OIL" - LEMON JUICE - GRAVEYARD DIRT - 3 DAYS 
ha ' nt ' em tub death an ' 
dey will leave . 
Den yo ' kin take dis 

graveyard dirt an ' mix i t  wit moving oi l an ' lemon j uice . S ee ,  yo ' mix dat tuh
ge thah , an' if yo ' go t a friend dat live at dis - ah mean dat visit  dis house -
an ' yo ' mix dat tuhgethah an ' make a powdah of it . An ' yo ' come an ' yo ' sprinkle 
it  from front tub back . An ' dey won' t s tay in dere aftah three days . [ New Or
leans , La . , (838) , 1260 : 10 . ] 

7837 . Wi t graveyard dirt . Jis ' lak, yo ' s ee , 
ah woman , yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard an ' yo ' kin 

yore ole man is lef t  wit anoth
git some dirt . An '  yo ' git a 

�: SHORT PERSON SHORT NAIL - TALL PERSON LARGE NAIL 
NAME ON PAPER - WRAP ABOUT NAIL - PACK IN BOTTLE 

nail j is '  about ' er size 
an ' den yo ' write her 
name on a piece of pa
pah , an ' yo '  wrap it  OF GRAVEYARD DIRT - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
aroun ' dat nail . An ' 

den dat graveyard , yo ' git a bottle , an ' yo ' pack it [ graveyard dirt ] in a bot tle 
an ' yo ' put dat nail wit ' er name wrapped in it . Dat ' s  called bUPyin ' ' em .  Yo ' 
kin take dat [bot tle ,  now a symbolical coffin ]  an ' throw it ovah in runnin ' watah , 
an ' dat supposed tub break ' em up .  

(WHAT DO YOU MEAN A NAIL HER SIZE ? )  
Jis ' lak i f  it ' s  a small person , a low [ shor t ]  person , den yo ' kin git a small 

nail ; an ' if  it ' s  a tall person , yo ' gi t de t allest nail dat yo ' kin find . An '  
put de graveyard dirt in a bottle an ' pack it j is '  as tight as yo ' kin pack i t  -
dat graveyard dirt in de bottle - an ' den yo ' write ' er name on a piece of  papah 
an ' yo ' wrap it  around dat nail , Dat nail supposed tub be her . An '  yo '  s tick 
it in dat graveyard dirt whut ' s  in de bo ttle an ' stop it up real tight , an ' yo ' 
throw it  in de rivah . Dat supposed tuh break ' im an ' dat woman up . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (152 7 ) , 2 7 26 : 8 . ] 

7838 . Yo ' kin take graveyard dirt an ' run people cleah [ clear ] outa town wit 
i t .  

(How do they s ay they do that? )  
Yo ' go tuh de grave an i right in de middle o f  de grave - have tuh be a murdah 

dough • • •  [ though] . 
[ I  s topped machine here to make certain the meaning o f  murdah . ] 
(Mus t be the grave of a murderer . )  
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Yo ' go  in de ches t right here an '  git it  an ' bring i t  away [ demons trates ] .  
(Get a handful . )  
An ' yo '  carry it - an '  carry it home an ' yo ' mix co ffee grounds wit it , all 

up good , an '  yo ' name dat aftah dis person .  Keep i t  until it forms in a cake 

NAME OF VICTIM - GIVE TO MIXTURE OF GRAVEYARD DIRT 
FROM MURDERER' S GRAVE MIXED WITH COFFEE GROUNDS 

in dat cup . Yo ' take den 
an ' go an ' carry it an ' 
throw it ag ' inst dis per
son ' s do ' .  Dey will have 

tuh go [c Zeah outa town ] . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 671) , 884 : 9 . ] 
7 839 . Ah heard dey kin take graveyard dirt an ' sprinkle it all roun ' yore 

do ' an ' make yo ' move . [ I  stop machine so  that we can begin on something not so 
well known . ] An '  yo ' kin take graveyard dir t  an '  yore name an ' put it in a bot
tle wit s ome watah , an ' i f  yo ' drink coffee , put cof fee in dere an ' make yo ' 

NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES BACKWARDS - EACH CROSSING OTHER 
BOTTLE WITH WATER AND COFFEE IF YOU LIKE LATTER 

THIS WILL MAKE YO ' COMMIT SUICIDE 

commit suicide . 
(How many times do I write 
that name , j ust  once on 
that paper? )  
No , nine t imes . 
(How do you write i t ? ) 

Write i t  back dis way 
[ demons trates ] dat ' s if yo ' wanta do harm wit 
yore name ' s John Henry , ah write Henry John . 

(Write i t  nine times ? )  

it , yo ' write  it backwards .  Lak 

Yeah . Den yo ' write it chere [here ] an ' yo ' write it ' cro ss  dere [ demon
strates ] .  

(Always keep crossing it up all the t ime . ) [New Orleans , La . , (1558 , Peg ' s 
wife) , 283 7 : 4 . ] 

7840 . Dey kin put some graveyard dirt in de end [hem] 
up ,  an ' dat ' ll run yuh crazy , make de sp irits follah yuh , 

KAME VICTIM AT SINNERMAN ' S GRAVE - DIG HOLE - TAKE DIRT 
DROP IN 2 CENTS - SAY RUN SICH-AN '-SICH-A-ONE CRAZY 
SEW DIRT IN VICTIM ' S  CLOTHES - SPIRIT FOLLOWS DIRT 

o f  yuh dress an ' sew it 
see . Dey ' ll be aftah 
de dirt , choo see , an ' 
dey ' ll go dere [ to your 
house ]  an ' git it , choo 
see . Jis ' lak yo ' go 
dere [ to the graveyard ] 

an '  git it , git it off  a sinnahman ' s  grave . Yo ' put de money down , put two c ents 
in at hole where yo ' gi t de d irt from. Yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah mean fer yo ' [ spirit ] 
tuh run s ich-an ' -sich-a-one crazy an ' keep ' em  worried until yo ' [vic t im]  come 
where ah ' m  at [ come as a corp se to the graveyard ] . " Well , dat ' ll keep ' em  wor
ried , choo see , unt il dey die . [Wilmington , N . Car . , (224) , 141 : 5+85 . ]  

7 841 . Dey kin take dat bow an ' keep yo ' wit a headache all de time . Dey 
will take dat bow an ' take it tuh de cemetery tuh a ole grave an ' go tub de haid 
of de grave an ' call yore name an '  bury dis dere , an ' say tuh de spirit in de 

KAME OF MAN CALLED AT HEAD OF OLD GRAVE - BURY THERE 
lOW OF HI S HAT SWEATBAND FOR HEADACHES - SAY TO SPIRIT 
KEEP DIS TILL AH COME PO ' IT 
OR. CALL WOMAN ' S NAME AND BURY AT FOOT . OF GRAVE 
HER DIRTY STOCKING - SAME INCANTATION - PUT S  HER MIND 
ON HIM - TIRED OF HER - STOCKING INTO RUNNING WATER 

grave ,  "Why , keep dis 
till ah come fo ' it . "  
An '  until dey come , 
why yo ' ll have de head
ache. 
I f  it ' s a stockin ' dat ' s  
been worn , if it ' s  a 
dirty sock , not one 

been washed , dat dirty , dat have de sweat or presparin ' [ perspiring ] from ' er 
feet , don ' chew undahs tan ' , den yo ' kin take dat an ' take hi t  tuh de cemetery . 
AD' put [ it ]  down at de foo t o f  de grave , not de haid but de foot , an ' say tuh 
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dat spirit : Keep dis ti Z Z  ah come back. An '  dat puts dis woman ' s  mind on yo ' . 
Now , when yo ' git  tired o f  ' er ,  yo ' have tuh go an ' git it up an ' throw hit in 
runnin ' watah . [ Brunswick , Ga. , (j ust  before No . l 240) , 2104 : 5 . ] 

7842 . Dey go tuh de graveyard an ' dey git some dust . Dey go tuh de s t ore 
an' dey buy a new pack of needles whut ain ' t be used . All right , dey take dose 

NEEDLES 2 - NEW AND CROSSED - LODESTONE - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
SEW INTO RED FLANNEL BAG FOR GOOD LUCK 

needles an ' dey cross 
dos e  needles ,  an '  den 
� s� · � � �uh 
a piece of  red flan-

nel . An '  dey . make whut dey call a bag outa it , an ' dat ' s 
(How many needles do they cross ? ) 

fer good luck . 

Two o f  ' em, j is '  two needles . Dey cross · � . When dey put dos e  two needles 
in dere , dey put ' s  a piece of lodestone about so big [ demonstrates ] in dere wit 
i t , see . Dat ' s  fer good luck . [ New Orleans , La . , (837 ) , 12 58 : 8 . ] 

7843 . Dey kin go out dere an '  git a handful of  graveyard dirt up off o f  dat 
grave , an ' bring it - if dey wan '  choo tuh leave de house where yo ' live - bring 

NEEDLES 9 - THREAD WRAPPED - GRAVEYARD DIRT - AT DOORSTEP 
it an ' take nine 
needles an ' wrap ' em  
tuhgethah wit a l i ' le 

[ small amount o f ]  thread , an ' s tick ' em down at yuh s tep s , an ' sprinkle dat grave
yard d ir t  aroun ' de house where yo ' walk ovah it . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 248) , 

NEEDLES 9 - TENPENNY NAILS 9 - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
IN BAG - BURY IN FRONT OF DOORSTEPS 

168 : 5+85 . ] 
7844 . Yo ' could use a needle , dey 
said , fo ' breakin ' up a home . 
(How would they do that ? )  
Take nine needles an '  nine ten-
penny nails . Yo ' undahstan ' me? 

An '  yo ' could take dat same graveyard dirt . An '  sew dat intuh a li ' le bag an ' 
bury it anywhere tuh de front of  de steps . An '  dat will tear up de home , tear 
it  right up . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 5 9 ) , 2408 : 3 . ] 

7845 . My mother said once two ladies fell out , and one went to the graveyard 
and get d ir t  from the north side , and stopped it in a b ottle an ' put it under 

NORTH S IDE - OF GRAVEYARD - DIRT FROM - BOTTLE - DOORSTEP 
the other lady ' s 
doors tep , and she 
moved out . [ This 

quarrel occurred in Spotsylvania Co . ,  Va . ,  50 years before I interviewed inform
ant there in 19 36  at Fredericksburg , the county seat , the quarrel occurring about 
1886 . ]  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( cylinder No . 5 3 )  by Ediphone . ]  

NORTH CORNER OR SIDE OF HOUSE - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
784 6 .  [The exp ression north 
corner of the house once bother
ed me , because there are two 

north corners , nor theas t and northwes t ,  ins ide and out . The following r ite will 
show that corner and side can sometimes mean the same thing . ] Dat graveyard dus t , 
j es '  put it  in de cornah of de hous e . Dat will ltchly [ actually ] make ' em move . 
Dat ' s a known thing . 

(What corner do you put it  in , any corner? ) 
No suh , in de no ' th s ide . [M�phi s ,  Tenn . , (1521) , 2712 : 12 . ] 
7847 . Den yo ' kin git some graveyard dus t an '  put it in de no ' th s ide of de 

house an ' yo ' kin make ' em leave in dat way . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1529a) , 2734 : 5 . ] 
7 84 8 .  Ah git me a li ' le graveyard dirt an ' ah take dat graveyard dirt an ' 

bring i t  back an ' bury i t , some o f  it . Take some an ' put it in a vial an ' put 
it  in de no ' th cornah of  yore house an ' den yo ' s ee ,  whosomevah yo ' put dat in 
dere fo ' , well see , quite  n�tchel [natural ] , if yo ' love ' em or if yo ' don ' love 
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• em. .  If yo '  hate ' um, dey won ' s tay ' bout chew ; if  it ' s  fer dem , dey ' l l  come tuh 
yuh . 

NORTH CORNER OF HOUSE - PUT IN BOTTLED HALF PORTION OF 
GRAVEYARD D IRT - OTHER HALF PORTION BURY NORTH END OF STEPS 

(Where would you 
bury that graveyard 
dirt? ) 
Bury it [ loose por
t ion ] undah de no ' th 

end of de s teps , an ' put de othah [vial port ion ] 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 94 2) , 1524 : 3 . ] 

in de no ' th corner o f  yore house . 

7 849 . Lak dey wanted tuh triak yo ' or wanted tub put sompin in yo ' [poison 
you ] , well , dey go tub de graveyard yo ' see , an ' git graveyard dus t .  Den dey 
take dat graveyard dust an '  put some red p eppah in it , an ' sew it up , an ' walk in 

de no ' th cornah o f  dat 
BORTH CORNER OF HOUSE - HIDE IN - MIXTURE OF RED PEPPER 
AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - TO SEND PERSON - FACE NORTH WALL 
WALK BACKWARDS TO CENTER OF DOOR - HERE FACE ABOUT AND 
CONTINUE WALKING - BUT BRING - DO NOT WALK BACKWARDS 

hous e an ' hide it ; but 
dey have tuh put it in 
b etween somep in dat it 
wouldn ' t be seen. An '  
den when dey walk , dey 

walk backwards wit dere face tuh de wall of dat house 
of de do ' .  When dey go t tuh de centah o f  de do ' , dey 
An '  wit ' in a short while dat dust , why it will eithah 

(According to what you want done . ) 

t ill dey go t tuh de centah 
turn aroun ' an ' walk on . 
draw yo ' or send yo ' .  

Yessuh , j es '  ' cardin ' tuh what chew want done.  I f  yo ' want it tuh draw yo ' , 
den yo ' turn aroun ' , s ee . If yo ' want it  tuh send yo ' , yo ' walk backward s .  An ' 
vhen yo '  turn , don ' turn tub de right , but tuh de left . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1530) , 
2736 : 6 . ] 

7850 . Af ' choo bear [ bury ] it  [ graveyard dirt ] , 
dat ' ll give yo ' a pain . Well , dat ' ll make yuh feet 

yo ' walk ove ' [ over ] dat , 
swell up . Some time yo ' ll 

PAIN AND SWELLING OF FEET - EVEN FALLING DOWN 
CAUSED BY WALKING OVER GRAVEYARD DIRT BURIED FOR YOU 

fall down dey [ =  dere = 
there ] , yo ' cain ' t git up 
wit ' out somebody help yuh 
up .  [ To bury graveyard 

dirt for 
Examples 
vhere . ] 

an intended vi ctim to walk over is one of  
in various comb inations and for a variety 
[Wilmington , N . Car . , (196 ) , 103 : 3+85 . ]  

the commonest  rites in hoodoo . 
o f  purposes are given else-

PILLOWCASE - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
SLEEP ON - PAY ENVELOPE 

7851 . Yo ' go an ' git graveyard dir t an ' put it 
in a pillahcase on dere [your ] husband baid [ and 
let him sleep on it ] an ' i f  he workin ' [has a 
j ob ] he won ' t ,  he can ' t  open dat [pay ]  envelope 

until he brings the whole thing home . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 381) , 3 22 : 1+85? ] 
7 852 . Git fo ' fat lightah splintahs . Trim ' em off  an '  make a peg out o f  ' em  

two tuh de haid an ' two tuh de feet [ o f  the grave ] an ' put in de middle [ o f grave ] 
de name or de hat . Place it or eithah de linin' from de ha t or eithah de brim o f  
de hat , j es '  so it ' s  de scents o f  de body , an ' bury it right intuh d e  grave . 

PINE - 4 FAT LIGHTER PINE PEGS - 2 TO HEAD AND 
2 TO FOOT OF GRAVE - IN MIDDLE OF GRAVE NAME OR HAT 
'IK)RRY YO ' OWNSELF TUH DEATH - DAT IS PINNIN ' 'EM DOWN 

(You bury it right into 
the grave . ) 
Ye s ,  an ' dat would take 
a deeply ' feet . Dat o f  
co ' se will - ah ' ve always 

find dat tuh put dem in de grave , mahsel f . Yo ' re worried , j es '  have yuh worried 
an '  grieved . An ' j es ' worry yo ' owns elf tuh death . 

(Well , why do you use those four splinters? Is there any purpose in us ing 
those ? )  
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Yes sir , dere ' s a purpose of  us in '  dose , becuz dat is pinnin ' [ pinning ] .  Jes ' 
lak yo ' take a nail an ' nail a board on a wall [ pin or nail a board to the wall ] . 
Well , when yo ' use dose an ' put de person ' s ' feet [ = ef fects = good or personal 
p roperty ] , de ha t or somep in , in de grave an '  p in do se pegs , dat is pinnin ' 'em 

dbwn . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (538) , 657 : 1 . ] 
POCKET - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 7853 . If  you want a girl to love you , go in a grave

yard at twelve to one o ' clo ck that night .  And you 
get a handful o f  graveyard dirt and sneak it in your girl ' s pocket , and she ' ll 
always love you .  [ Deal Island , Md . ,  ( 114 ) , 33 : 5 . ] 

7 854 . Take graveyard dirt an ' tote it  in yore  pocket fo ' good luck . [Way
cross , Ga . , ( 1066) , 1724 : 15 . ] 

7855 . (What was that? ) 
Graveyard dus t .  Dey say dey kin go tuh de graveyard an '  git s ome graveyard 

dirt an ' take i t  an '  use i t .  Keep it in dere pocketbook or prob ' ly t ie i t  up 
in a li ' le rag , 

POCKETBOOK WORN OR CAN AT HOME - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN - RAG TIED or prob ' ly put 
it in a can in 

dere house . An' dat will b ring good luck tuh home . Well now , whethah it ' s  so , 
now ah don ' t know . [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , ( 756 ) , 1034 : 8 . ] 

7 85 6 .  Say fer ins tance , i f  ah wanted tuh keep d e  law away , ah would take 
potash - take dis ole potash an ' ah would take an '  place it undah yuh s teps ,  

an ' ah ' d  [ I  would ] place dis ole 
POLICE AND LAW - GRAVEYARD DIRT - POTASH potash up undah yuh s t ep an ' ah ' d  

put graveyard dus t intuh dis po tash , 
an ' yo ' wouldn ' t have no trouble wit no p olice . Not comin ' tuh yuh house , if 
yo ' wanted dem tuh s tay away . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1018) , 1 64 8 . ] 

785 7 .  I f  ah wus tuh go tuh de cemetery an ' gathah some dust , graveyard dirt 
as we call it , an ' come when dey are not suspectin ' an ' sprinkle it  ovah de po ' ch .  

(What will that d o  then? ) 
PORCH AND GRAVEYARD DIRT Well , dat would , yo ' know whut ah mean , co rrupt de 

minds of de persons dat lives in dat place . An '  it 
won ' t be  long befo ' dey leave dere . 

(That will make them move out . )  
Dey ' ll move . [ S avannah ,  Ga . , ( 1 2 7 9 ) , 2150 : 1 . ] 
785 8 .  Yo '  go , i f  yo ' know a person dat die bad , yo ' go tuh de grave an ' j es '  

run yuh han ' ab out dat deep in de grave an '  git s ome of  de dirt . An '  if  yo ' want 
a person tuh leave from ' way round yo ' ,  throw it on de po ' ch .  Dey ' ll be gone . 
[ For an interes ting little story about this driving-out-of-a-house ri te , see one 
from Wilmington , N. Car . , No . l6 2 9 , p . 506 . ] [Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1215 ) , 2061 : 10 . ] 

7 85 9 . Ah ' ve heard o f  about graveyard dirt . If yo ' wuz in love wi t a man an ' 
he wuz go in ' tuh a p lace dat chew didn ' t want ' im tuh go , an ' come tuh see yuh , 
yo ' kin take graveyard dirt an ' go tuh dis lady ' s house an ' sprinkle it on de 
porch ,  front do ' ,  as much as yo ' kin . Dat ' ll s top ' im  from goin ' dere . AN '  AH 
HAVE TRIED DAT AN '  DAT ' S TRUE . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1133) , 1838 : 6 . ] 

7 860 . I have heard that peop le go to the graveyard and get fresh dirt from 
a corp s e  lately died , and they will  come to your home and sprinkle i t  on your 
porch or anywhere where you will have to cross , and you will b egin to linger 
s ick. [Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 2 7 ) , by Ediphone . ] 

QUI CKSILVER - SPIDERS - EGGSHELL - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
IN OLD-T IME HAND PUMP FOR WATER 

7 861 . Take graveyard dirt 
an ' spidahs an ' eggshell an ' 
dis stuff  yo ' call quicks il-

put it in person pump where dey pump . An '  dey 
vah , an ' put i t  tuhgethah an ' 

drink dat watah an ' it will kill 
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' em .  D e  ole p eople [ in the country ]  uses pump s . Yo ' p u t  it  in dere an '  it kill 
' em. [ Somewhere we have a rite about quicksilver drying up a pond . ] [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (1425) , 2 5 7 1 : 10 . ] 

7862 . An '  de left-bin ' foot of a graveyard rabbit i s  lucky . 
(Lucky for what ? )  
Well , mos '  anything , yo ' know , any an ' evah ' thing . 
(What is a groaveyard Pabbit ? )  
Well , now ah couldn ' t explain whut a gPaveyard Pabbit [ is ] , only a rabbit 

j es ' s tay in de graveyard all de time . [ There are no t many graveyard rabbits in 
Hoodoo. I suspect that he was largely developed by come

RABBIT - THE GRAVEYARD dians . Perhaps some help came from writers o f  hoodoo 
manuals .  Somehow , excep t that he lives or runs through 

a graveyard and has a lucky left-hind foot , he is not especially interes t ing. Of 
course he can be  a witch in disguise , but so can a pig or a dog and o ther ani
.als . ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 94) , 2505 . ] 

RED FLANNEL BAG - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 
�ED 9 MORNINGS HEARTS COLOGNE 

7863 . Dey git  graveyard dirt an ' sew it up 
in a li ' le p iece of red flannen an '  wet it 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s  wit HeaPts CoZogne an ' 
weah it in yore pocket . Dat b rings yo ' luck 

in gamblin '  an ' on dese [ playing ] cards . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1007) , 1626 : 6 . ] 

RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SPRINKLE BEFORE SUNRISE 
WALKING OVER PAINS FEET AND LEGS - NEED ROOT PERSON 

7864 . Take graveyard dirt 
an ' red p eppah . Jes ' lak 
if yo ' s een somebody yo ' 
hated , why yo ' go where 

yo ' think dey walk at in de mawnin ' . Go 'foPe sun [b efore sunrise ]  in de mawnin ' 
vhere dey g i t  up an ' walk ovah i t . Sprinkle it  roun ' in de yard yo ' s ee , an ' den 
dey ' ll walk ovah i t .  Yo ' kin fix dem lak dat .  

(What will that do to them? ) 
Well , sometimes it  will give dem - dere feet will swell up or dere laigs or 

somepin lak dat , an ' dey can ' t git it off dem until dey go tub some root pePson 
or somepin lak dat . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 106 3) , 1 7 22 : 7 . ] 

7865 . Take de cayenne peppah an ' mix wit de graveyard dirt , an '  if de person 
walk ovah i t , dey have a burnin ' in dey feet , she tole me . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1477 ) , 2 65 7 : 14 . ] 

786 6 .  Well , ah ' ve heard 
de cemetery , an ' say one or 

some of  ' em say dat yo ' could take a penny an ' go tub 
two words an ' [ s ay to ] j es '  de person in de cemetery 

lED PEPPER - SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD DIRT - PENNY TO GRAVE 
IN SACK UNDER HOUSE - MOVES IN 9 DAYS 

dat chew want ' em  tub 
work fo ' yo '  • An' yo ' 
git a li ' le bit of dat 
dirt an ' come back home , 

.n '  take yo ' some red peppah an ' 
aeat ' de house . An ' it supposed 
Car . , (1409-1411) , 2 5 34 : 8 . ] 

sulphuh an ' put it in a sack , an ' s tick it undah
tuh move ' em in nine days . [ Fayetteville , N .  

786 7 .  I t  is  not like ordinary dirt . Most  graveyard dirt is reddish clay . 
You can go to any grave , you see clay , and it ' ll be reddish clay . If it looks 

IEDDISH CLAY I S  MOST GRAVEYARD DIRT - ALL "HOODOOS" USE IT 
black on top it ' s  
red down beneath . 
All hoodOos use it . 

You' ve go t to go to the graveyard before midnight .  That ' s  an unlucky hour , be
cause then all the spirits is risen and around them. [ Fredericksburg ,  Va . , (54) , 
J.y Ediphone . 1 

786 8 .  Yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard , but it gotta be a certain time ;  late at 
aigbt , ah think now , ah dunno . An' yo ' go down intub de middle of de grave , run 
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yore hand down in dere j es '  as fer as yo ' kin in de middle o f  dat grave . Yo ' 
bring out some o f  dat dus t ,  j es '  a small amount , don ' t have tub have very much of  

it . An '  yo ' go  back home an ' yo ' take dis table salt  an ' 
SALT - GRAVEYARD DIRT mix in wit it . An '  lak if yo ' wanta come in pos session 

of sompin othah , or want somebody tub do sompin dat yo ' 
des ire ' em tuh do , take dat dus t an ' dat table salt an ' go an ' p lace it - place 
it  where dey will pass ovah it . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 588) , 7 54 : 6 . ] 

7869 . Dey could take dat an '  make de person do as dey want ' em tub do . 
(How would they do that ? )  
Dey would go git de graveyard dirt an ' dey mix some wit table salt , put it in 

yore pocket , an ' go on talk wit ' im an ' he will give yuh a j ob .  
(Don ' t  you have t o  do anything wi th that salt at all ? ) 
No sir . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1179) , 199 2 : 1 . ] 
7870 . Take some graveyard dirt , a l i ' le bit  o f  it an ' a li ' le bit o f  sal t , 

an ' eithah sprinkle it roun ' de house or eithah ' neath de hous e .  An '  dat ' ll make 
him leave or eithah have a fight . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1323) , 2268 : 4 . ] 

7 8 7 1 .  Go tub de graveyard an ' git some graveyard dirt an ' bring it back home 
an ' put salt in it , an ' sprinkle i t  all roun ' yore do ' an ' yo ' d  have tub go . 

(That will drive them away? ) 
Yassuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1443) , 2614 : 2 . ] 
7 87 2 .  Graveyard dir t an' table  salt undah de step make yuh mindless . [Wil

mington , N. Car . , (323) , 2 5 7 : 6+85 . ] 
7 8 7 3 .  Dey ki n  gi t j is '  some plain bakin ' soda wit salt , an ' u s e  dat wit a 

li ' le graveyard dirt , an ' dat will usely [usually ] run a person away . 

SALT - BAKING SODA - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
(How would they use that? ) 
Well ,  yo ' use it - j is '  take de sal t an ' 
de bakin ' powdah [ soda? ] an ' graveyard 

dus t ,  make it in a b ag an ' hang it by dere do ' where dey have tub pass in an ' 
out , an ' dat will cuz dem tub be wondahin ' [wandering ] from den on . 

(You j us t  hang it near their doo r ,  where they ' d have to pass under . )  [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (937) , 151 6 : 3 . ] 

7874 . Yo ' want sompin fo ' 
Depend on how much yo ' want . 

luck or sompin lak dat , take some graveyard dir t .  
Now , yo ' don ' wanta make a plastah o f  graveyard 

dirt fo ' no sickness or nuthin . Yo ' 
SALT - BLUESTONE - GRAVEYARD DIRT - BOTTLE t ake a tablespoonful of  graveyard 

dirt an ' a tab lespoonful of salt an ' 
git chew s ome b luestone . An ' mix dis up in a quart bottle an ' use it in ' er room 
or in a hall where it ' s  private . Now lak if it in yore room ,  use it in yore room. 
But yo ' gotta git out an ' use some out dere too an ' not let ' em know nuthin about 
it . 

(What do you do with that after you put it in that bottle ? ) 
Shake it up an ' use it j es '  lak yo ' would perfume , yo ' see - j es '  lak yo ' do 

perfume . Yo 1 kin use it on yo ' self , go tub baid an ' use it . 
[ To shake it up ,  a magic rite , excites the spirit in the bot tle to act ion . ]  
(What will that do ? )  
Make him love her , git all de money she want s .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558 , Peg

leg ' s wife) , 2 832 : 4 . ] 
7875 . Well , ah ' ve 

an ' bring it back an ' 
heard ' em say dat dey go tuh de graveyard an ' git some dirt 
git some salt an ' peppah an '  mix dem wi t it . An' come tub 

SALT - PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
yore house an ' have it fixed s o  dat dey would 
throw it from yore front do ' to de back an ' drop 
a bag of  it  up undah yore step s , or eithah slip 

b ack up dere at night an ' bury it up undah yore steps . Dat ' ll make dem move . 
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(You s ay you take this from the front door? ) 
Yes , where dey come in from de front an '  sprinkle it  all de way up de steps as 

dey come . An' have it fixed so dey have dere han ' in dere pocket an '  have a hole 
in dere pocket lak dat an ' have it so dat it ' ll be siftin '  out as yo ' be goin ' 
�· [ Hole in the pocket is a common triak. ] Git up an '  ast ' em fo ' watah , an ' 
yo ' go on ,  yo ' know wit yore han ' in de pocket an ' drink de watah . An' go tuh 
de back do ' an ' walk out on de po ' ch an ' sprinkle i t , af tah yo ' got de watah , 
aftah yo ' done go t through drinkin' . 

(They mus t take i t  all through the house? ) 
Yes , take it all de way through de house . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1523) , 2 715 : 11 . ] 
7876 . I f  dey go tuh de graveyard an '  git some dirt , an ' yo ' go tuh somebody 

an ' in some way git holt o f  dis dirt , an ' take it an ' carry an ' put some salt an '  
peppah [b lack? ] in i t .  An '  den take i t  an ' bury it  undahneath dere do ' s tep , de 
same thing will turn back on dem. 

[ This is a method for returning the spell . ]  
(You bury this under the b ack doors tep? ) 
Dat ' s i t .  [ This informant , a note tells me , was a rapid talker. ] [Norfolk , 

Va . , (4 7 7 ) , 493 : 14 . ] 
· 

787 7 .  Ah heard ' em say somp in ' bout - some people say dey take graveyard dir t 
an '  salt an ' p eppah an ' all lak dat s tuf f , yo ' know . Well , dey say - ah don ' know 
how dey fix it  al l ,  but dey mix it  tuhgethah an ' throw it up on dere house an '  all 
lak dat . But whethah it  is true , ah don ' know. 

(That is supposed to make you move out ? )  
Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 2490 : 8 . ] 
7878 . If dere anybody in yore house an '  yo ' wanta git dem o ut an ' yo ' ast dem 

tuh git out an ' dey wouldn ' t git out . Well , yo ' j is '  take yo ' s ome graveyard 

SALT - RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
dirt an ' red peppah an '  salt an ' burn it 
all . An ' make a good fiah an ' put it  right 
up on top of de stove , an ' let it burn an ' 

don ' t  have no mo ' worry den.  Git dem away . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1496) , 2665 : 7 . ] 
7879 . He ' ll go to de graveyard an ' he ' ll dig down in dat graveyard an '  git 

some of dat dir t off  de daid person , see . An' he ' ll mix salt , red peppah , mix 
it an' use i t ;  throw it all in front of dat man p lace [ o f  business ]  in de night 
aftah twelve or one a ' clock . An '  dat ' ll make de people [ customers ]  s lack U£ 
� goin ' ; dat ' ll stop de people , dat spirit . WHEN YO ' [A CUSTOMER] GIT DARE 
M '  HAVE A MIND TO GO IN Dfu , ANOTHAH SPIRIT - A DAID SPIRIT - WILL JI S ' WORRY 
UP WIT YORE LIVIN ' SPIRIT AN '  KEEP YO ' OUT OF Dill AN '  YO ' LL JIS ' PAS S ON BY DAT 
PLACE . An '  de place done contend [ commence ] tuh git tin'  dullah an ' dullah , an ' 
so he [proprie ter ] mus t  leave an ' somebody els e  got dat plac e .  [ Wilmington , N .  

SALT - RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - IN SHOES 
Car . , ( 2 2 3 ) , 213 : 3+85 . ]  
7880 . Go tuh de cemetery an '  git 
some graveyard dirt an '  put in 

�th shoes unbeknownst tuh him - put it in 
.m '  sprinkle it in both o f  yuh [his ] shoes 
� or fo ' hours , an ' he will have tuh go . 

dere .. Git some red peppah an '  salt a 
an ' he won ' t b e  dere no mo ' den about 

(That is to drive a person away from the house? ) 
Away from yore hous e .  [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 7 ) , 1467 : 16 . } 
7881 . Dey could send yo ' away wi t graveyard dus t .  Git some cayenne peppah 

.. t hasn ' t been used an '  fresh table salt an ' mix it  wit graveyard dust , an ' 

SALT AND RED PEPPER NEW - GRAVEYARD DIRT - WISH 
mROW IN DIRECTION HE L IVE S  - RUNS HIM AWAY 

make a wish an '  throw i t  de 
way yo ' live. Dat ' ll run yo ' 
away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1542 ) , 
2 7 90 : 3 . ] 
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7882 . Yo ' may take graveyard dirt an ' go tuh someone ' s  house dat chew don ' 
lak , an ' take cayenne peppah , b lack peppah an ' table salt , an ' run p eople from 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

home . 
(What would you do with this 
powder and all this mixture 
then? ) 
Mix it  all up tuhgethah an ' 

throw it aroun ' de house an '  throw it up on de po ' ch ,  or carry it in de hous e if  
yo ' kin git it  in there , an '  dey will leave . [Little Rock , Ark. , (887) , 1462 :10. ] 

7 883 . Or eithah yo ' go tuh a graveyard late at night an ' s tick yuh arm as 
far down in de fresh grave as yo ' kin ,  an ' git some of d at graveyard dirt out . 
Well [ roos ter crows ] yo ' git back , take it , b lues tone , salt , red peppah an ' mix 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
it tuhgethah , an ' put it undah 
de cornah of a p erson house .  
Dey ' ll fuss an ' fight all de 

t ime until yo ' git dat removed . When yo ' git dat away from dere , den dey quits 
fus s in '  an ' fightin ' .  Dey don ' t fuss an' fight no more . But long as dat dere 
an ' dey don ' t know where it is , dey goin ' tuh fuss an ' fight an ' kill one anothah 
maybe , all de  time . Yo ' gotta git s omebody dat knows [what to do - a hoodoo 

SALT - RED PEPPER - EPSOM SALT 
GRAVEYARD DIRT 

dbator. ] [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 2 5 ) , 993 : 6 . ] 
7 884 . Ah heard dey kin take graveyard dirt wit 
s al t , Epsom salts , cayenne peppah an '  sprinkle 
it undahneat ' de do ' s tep s , o r  gi t a chance tuh 

it roun ' close places in de house . git in de house an ' sprinkle 
(What will that do then? ) 
Well , dat will make ' em move . 
(They use both cooking salt and Epsom Salt , too ? ) 
[ I  wanted to b e  certain informant did not say sa�t twice . ]  
All tuhgethah , an ' graveyard dirt . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1414 ) , 2 544 : 2 . ] 
7 885 . Go tuh a graveyard an '  git graveyard dirt an ' mix salt wit it an ' 

whut ' s  dis dey call some kinda sulphur . 
( Sulphur? ) 
An '  j es '  sprinkle i t  round in de house and sprinkle it  de way dey want chew 

tuh go . Sprinkle i t  all de way through de house . 
Well , dey gits chure track an ' take it  an ' wrap it  up in somepin - a clo th -

put graveyard dirt wit i t  an ' if  dey goin ' down to runnin ' watah , throw it down 

SALT - SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
AND 2 OTHER WAYS TO MOVE YOU 

in runnin ' watah . 
(These are two different ways of  making you 
move? ) 
Yes . An '  dey take an aig an ' write chure name 

on de side o f  it an ' throw it cross  yore hous e an ' break it : if it breaks cross 
dere , yo ' gotta move ; if it  don ' t yo ' git  sick .  If somebody [root man ] don ' t  do 
somep in fo ' yo ' , yo ' liable tuh die . [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (1402) , 2523 : 6 . ] 

7886 . Yo ' go tuh somebody ' s  graveyard [ private cemetery on a farm] an ' j es '  
lak dey got s omebody down dere , lak yore name is Jane or John or  sompin , say ,  

SALT - SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD - INCANTATIONS 
"Well , dere some p eople ' s  [ people 
i s ]  givin ' me trouble an '  ah don ' t 
know whut could ah do tuh make ' em 

go ' way . "  An '  reach down in dere an ' git some graveyard dir t  an ' go right back 
tuh de hous e .  An' put some salt an '  sulphur wit it , an ' tie it  up an ' put it 
right undah de do ' s teps . An' when yo ' go an ' put it undah dere ,  says , "Go , yo ' 
son of  a bitch . " An '  dat John , he ' ll worry dat house so , he come down de stairs , 
got a ball an ' chains an '  buckles an ' evahthin ' ,  j es '  caus in ' a rattlin ' , an ' dem 
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folks will move . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1504) , 2650 : 5 . ] 
7887 . Yo ' kin take dat [ graveyard dirt ] an ' put hit  wit sulphah an '  salt , 

black sut [ soot ] out de chimley [ chimney ] an ' take it an '  walk by a person do ' 

SALT - SULPHUR - CHIMNEY SOOT - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
SPRINKLE 9 NIGHTS PASSING VICTIM ' S DOOR 

nine nights , an ' if dey don ' 
see yuh [ sprinkling this mix
ture ] , ah guarantee yuh aftah 
nine nights , de twelf '  night 

dey move . Sprinkle it down . [ Richmond , Va . , (416) , 36 7 : 3 . ] 

SALTPETER AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
7888 . Saltpetah - yo ' take saltpetah an ' beat it 
up fine , an ' if yo ' kin use some o f  dis graveyard 
dirt , tub sprinkle in de do ' way , s ee ,  where dey 

kin see it each mawnin ' , mo ' lakly [ likely ] dat person will move from de house .  
[Waycross , Ga . , (1116) , 179 2 : 2 . ] 

7 8 89 .  Dey tell me yo ' take an ' g i t  yuh sock , 
kin do an ' run yo ; crazy . Dey take dat sock an ' 

SCORPION POWDER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - BURY IN SOCK 
NORTHEAST SIDE OF PINE TREE - HIT STAKE 6 ·TIMES 

an ' dere ' s  somepin or othah yo ' 
dey git  some graveyard dirt . 

An '  if dey want , dey kin git -
choo know , dere ' s  a s corp ion 
in de woods dey call de wood
bitch . Yo ' kin git ' im an ' cut 

' is haid o f f  an ' let it dry . When ' is haid been dried , come an ' powdah dat up . 
Yo ' take dat [wood-bitch powder ] an ' take dat graveyard dirt an ' mix it  [ and put 
it  in or on the sock ]  yo ' see . An '  yo ' take dat [ sock ]  an ' yo ' kin care [ carry ] 
it on de no ' theast side o f  a p ine tree . Yo ' bear [bury ] it  down dere an ' drive 
a s tave down in it , yo ' see [ demons trates ] .  

(Hit an imaginary s tave or  s take 6 times . )  
Dat settles it . 
[This is one of  many mock burials . The victim i f  unnamed is always intended 

by name . Here the victim is buried in the shade o f  a p ine tree , s o  tha t he will 
gradually pine away . Nor th instead of northeas t s ide would probab ly have meant 
a quicker death . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 228) , 14 8 : 4+85 . ]  

7 DAYS - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN GLASS ON MANTELPIECE - USE 
7890 . Take de graveyard 
dirt an ' put i t  in a glass 
an ' set it ovah dere man-

�elpiece fer s even days , an ' aftah [ that ] yo ' turn it 
see . An' dey says dey kin harm yo ' lak dat . 

undah de bot tom o f  yo ' step� 

(Well now who gets this graveyard dir t? The person that is trying to harm you� 
Yes . 
(All right , do I put the graveyard dirt on your mantle then? )  
Dat ' s  whut ah ' m  speaking about . 
(And then put it under your s tep . ) 
Put it undah mah s tep . 
(Well ,  you would s ee it  on the mantle , wouldn ' t  you? ) 
Sometimes yo ' bury dat . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 614) , 790 : 11 . ] 
789 1. Take dat graveyard dirt an ' put dat graveyard dirt in a li ' le bag an ' 

sew it up . An ' den dey ' ll ,  yo ' know , dey put dis in a ,  yo ' know , put some in -

SII)E - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 

[ i f ]  dey kin git tub yo ' ,  dey put some o f  dat grave
yard dir t  in yuh shoe , put it in de shoe . Well ,  dat 
run yo ' crazy . [Jacks onville , Fla . , (605) , 784 : 3 . ] 
7 8 9 2 . Said dey kin take an ' git some dirt from de 
graveyard , an ' if  dey kin git one o f  yuh shoes an ' put 

sa.e of dat in it , dey kin hurt choo lak dat ; make yo ' cripple or lame or somepin 
1ak dat . [Richmond ,  Va . , ( 374) , 318 : 5 . ] 

7893 . Dey kin take yuh shoes an '  dey kin break yo ' out wi t sores . 
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{How do they do that ? )  
Well , dey go tuh d e  graveyard an� dey 

like here de grave an ' dey send dat p ipe 
git  de dead dus t - not graveyard dust -
down intuh de grave ' t ill it hits -
till dey git , till de pipe gits full 

SHOES - PUT IN GRAVEYARD DIRT OBTAINED 
DRIVING P IPE DOWN INTO GRAVE - SORES 

wit dat dus t . [See piece of cane driven 
into grave , No . 7 81 2 , p . 3 3 64 . ] Dey takes 
dat dus t an ' use immaterial [material ] 

from dat very grave , but evahwhere dat dus t  go on your feet , dat breaks yo ' wit 
sores . [New Orleans , La . , {863) , 1385 : 3 . ] 

SHOE - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN LEFT 7 89 4 . Take yuh shoes an ' put graveyard dirt in 
' em  an ' go ahead ovah dB rivah , de left-foot shoe . 

De right-foot shoe don ' ' mount 
{What will that do then? )  
Well , yo ' j is '  drifts away . 

tuh nutbin . It ' s  de left-foot shoe . 

{ Sends them away . )  [That expression ovah de rivah in New Orleans means acros s  
the river in Algiers , the west bank of the Mississippi , in Algiers i t  means across 
the river in New Orleans . Here the words apparently mean send you �ay . ] [Al
giers , La . , {1596 ) , 300 2 : 4 . ] 

7 89 5 .  Weah dat in yo ' shoe . 
(This graveyard dirt . )  
Yes sir . 
(What do you do 
Well ,  dey weahs 

Ag ' in ,  undahs tand , 

that for? ) 
dat in dey right shoe an ' 
dey weahs it in dey right 

SHOE - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN RI GHT - 9 MORN INGS 

dis will drive yo ' outa town ,  too . 
shoe an ' den dey will take dis dirt , 

when dey weah it  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
ag ' in , an ' dey goin ' take dat dirt , 
an ' when dey ket ch chew , when dey 

thresh [whip ] yo ' an ' ketch yo ' [ catch you 
throw dat dirt ovah dere le ft shouldah . 

( That drives you out of  t own? ) 

and whip you] , den dey buries it or 

Yes , throw it cross yore left shouldah . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1252) , 2125 : 10 . ] 
789 6 .  Ah have learnt dat dey kin take yuh shoes an ' carry ' em tuh de grave-

yard an ' put ' em in , turn ' em east an ' we st  an ' bury ' um, an ' yo ' die . 

SHOES BURIED POINTING EAST AND WE ST IN GRAVEYARD 

SHOE - QUI CKS ILVER - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN 

(They bury one eas t and bury 
one west ? )  
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1083) , 
1752 : 5 . ] 
7 89 7 .  Well , dey take de shoes 
an '  dey git some graveyard dirt 

an' quicks i lvah an ' chip [ s tir or mix] it up tuhge thah , an' sprinkles it in dey 
shoes an ' dat ' ll make ' em walk away . Ah ' ve heard dat . A fellah tole me dey done 
him dataway an ' he walked away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1224) , 2030 : 3 . ] 

SHOE - QUICKS ILVER - GUNPOWDER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

7898 . Dress de shoes wit grave
yard dus t an ' quicksilvah an ' 
gunpowdah . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dress yo ' shoe . 
(Why? ) 
Ob , dat ' ll make yo ' leave , j es '  

keep yo ' always on de go . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1144 ) , 1868 : 2 . ] 
789 9 .  Well , graveyard dirt - yo ' j is '  take graveyard dirt an ' yo ' take i t  up , 

an '  j is '  put chew some salt in dere , an ' j is '  git chew a li ' le nail , j is '  a li ' le 
nail ,  not nuthin tuh hurt , j is '  a li ' le nail wit dis graveyard dirt . An '  yo ' put 
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it inside o f  de s tove an ' den yo ' le t it [ graveyard dirt and salt ] git hard , j is '  
hard . An '  den yo ' j is '  powdah i t  in de bottom o f  yuh shoe . [The nail of course 

SHOE - SALT - NAIL - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
does not powder , it merely being a magic 
obj ect completing 3 ingredients . ] Dat makes 
yo ' lucky . Git hard lak a powdah an' den 

j is '  weah i t  in de bottom of yuh shoe . Jis ' sprinkle it [ in your shoe] . An ' den 
sometime yo ' put talcum powdah wit it . 

(What do you put talcum powder in it  for? ) 
Well , dat makes it lucky . 
(How do you get the talcum powder? )  
How git i t ?  Buy it . [ A  good answer ! ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 936 ) ,  15 15 : 4 . ] 
79 00 . Yo ' take lak yo ' go t on yore shoes an ' yo ' pull yore shoes o f f . Dey 

kin gi t some of dat graveyard dirt an ' sulphuh an '  sprinkle in yore shoes . Wal , 
dat ' ll put chew in troub le .  Dat all dat ' ll do . 

SHOE - SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD DIRT Put chew in j ail , keep yo ' in j ail all de time . 
Put chew in hard luck . Dat ' s  de way dat do ' s .  

[Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 2) , 764 : 9 . ] 
7901 . Git chew - git nine or ten grains o f  fresh graveyard dirt an ' fix it· 

up wit garlic an ' a piece o f  silvah , a dime . An ' take de silvah dime an ' scrape 
it . S crape some of de s ilvah in wit dis sand an ' a piece of garlic an ' tie it 
up an ' weah i t .  [ This hand has 3 ingredients . ] Dat ' s  luck . 

SILVER DIME - GARLIC - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
(Luck for what ? )  
Well , it ' s  lak yo ' got someone dat chew 
lak an ' she don ' t care much about chew , 

yo ' weah dat . Dat ' s  suppose [ to ]  be luck . 
(You take ten grains you say? ) 
Yassuh , nine or ten grains . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1182) , 19 92 : 9 . ] 
7902 . Take de graveyard dirt an ' put it in yo ' p illah or eithah in yuh mat

tress ,  an ' sleep on dat nine days . Yo ' j es '  go away - yo ' know , j es '  fall off  

SLEEP ON GRAVEYARD DIRT - 9 DAYS 

SOCK - SALT OR GRAVEYARD DIRT 

an ' git po ' [ poor ] an ' po ' until yo ' j es '  go 
' way an ' die . Dat ' ll kill yo ' .  
(After nine days . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 1 7 2 ) , 
19 7 8 : 6 . ]  
79 03 . Jes ' lak ah told yo ' ' bout de [ grave
yard ] dirt . Dey put dat in it or dey put de 

salt in dat sock , dat dirty sock ,  an ' dey ' ll also bury it , An '  dat also will 
keep yo ' away , a wi fe from goin ' of f  anywher e .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (539) , 660 : 2 . ] 

7904 . Yo ' take graveyard dir t an ' put in one o f  ' is sock , de right sock ,  see .  
Be be runnin ' out [ away from home ] an ' see ,  if  yo ' throw dat ovah d e  house - lak 

SOCK - GRAVEYARD DIRT IN - THROW OVER HOUSE 
ah were de woman , dat ah an ' mah 
husband live in [ the house ] see .  
In othah words , when h e  came back 

in de house , ovah mah , where hit [ the sock]  tetch de ground at , he wouldn ' t wanta 
ao back out dere [ away from me ] . When he come in he be crazy about de house an 1 
don '  wanta go anywhere , wanta s tay home mos t  o f  de time . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1080) , 

SPITTING OR SALIVA - RED PEPPER - NAME 
� GRAVE - CAUSES STROKE - SPEECHLESS 

1749 : 7 . ] 
79 05 . [ Before I turned on my recording 
machine I had asked about spitting . ] 
Dey take dat yo ' know [ I  interrupt ] .  
(This saliva . )  
Yeah , dey took dat an ' fixed it up an ' 

call it by name , an ' put dat wit a li ' le red peppah . An '  take dat an' bury dat 
a1 de feet o f  de - anywheres dere ' s  a corpse , a dead body in de grave . An '  dat 
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cuz yo ' tuh suffah a s troke . An '  it cut de speech , too , yo ' know ; an ' yo ' kin 
drivel up . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 518 , Doator Nelson , see pp . l59 9f . , 2260f . , and 

elsewhere) ,  6 08 : 5 . ] 
SULPHUR - GRAVEYARD DIRT 7906 . Ah heard of people say , if yo ' go tuh de grave

yard twelve o ' clock night an ' git some dirt out de 
graveyard , an ' mix it wit sulphuh an ' throw it onto a pusson ' s porch - any place 
where dey go t tuh step ovah it - [ this is ] s omepin tuh do ' em harm. [Wilming ton , 
N .  Car . ,  (about 159 ) , 72 : 8+85 . ] 

7907 . Dey put some graveyard dirt undah her step s , an ' some sulphuh , an ' she 
caught it in ' er laigs an '  de laigs swolled up - all both her laigs - j es '  lak de 

SULPHUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - CAUSE DROPSY OR LAMENES S 
dropsy . An '  she took dis 
dime an ' file som.e of de 
s ilvah off  an ' taken de 

[ s ilver ] tea an '  drank it [ as a cure ] . [ Sulphur a symbol fot the devil and hell , 
and the death symbol graveyard dirt , these two comb ined would cause almo st any
thing ! ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (270) , 190 : 4+85 . ] 

7 9 08 . I f yo ' want a j ob ,  when yo ' git ready fo ' dis j ob ,  yo ' go an ' git chew 
some sulphuh an ' git chew some dirt from de graveyard . An ' yo ' - j es '  lak yo ' 

SULPHUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - SPRINKLE AT HOUSE 
KNOCK - ASK FOR JOB - 9 MORNINGS 

goin ' tuh dis j ob - yo ' git tuh 
de hous e ,  yo ' sprinkle dis roun ' 
de house . An '  when yo ' sprinkle 

walk up on de do ' an ' knock at de do ' . 
mawnin ' s , an ' in de ninth mawnin ' yo ' ll 

(You mean you sprinkle this in front 
Yes [at  the home of the boss ] . 

dis roun '  de house , den yo ' could 
An '  ask fo ' de j ob an ' yo ' do dat fo ' nine 
git dis j ob .  
of the boss ' house or the j ob ? )  

(All the way round the house ? )  
Not all de way roun ' de house , j es '  from de front . Lak dat ' s  de cornah [ demon-

st�ates ] , from dere tuh de cornah of de hous e .  
(Jus t t o  the front of  the house? ) 
Yes . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1322) , 226 7 : 5 . ]  
7 909 . Also , yo ' kin use dis graveyard dus t  an ' s tart from de stairway dere 

an '  j es '  sprinkle it roun ' de house an ' git chure broom an ' sweep it out , out 

SWEEP - GRAVEYARD DIRT - AFTER UNWELCOME VI SITOR 

SWEEP - SUGAR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT BEHIND VIS ITOR 

out de do ' b ehin '  ' em ,  see , an ' dey ' ll have tuh go . 

behin ' dem an ' on out de walk . 
An ' yo ' ll nevah be bothahed 
wit dem no mo ' .  [ Fayetteville, 
N .  Car . ,  (1407 ) , 2 5 29 : 9 . ] 
7 9 10 .  Git some graveyard dirt 
an ' sugah an ' sweep it de way , 

(You would b e  living in the house , though , wouldn ' t  you? And to make another 
person go you would throw this behind them? ) 

[ Behind him after he left so that he would not return . ] 
Yessuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (941) , 1523 : 5 . ] 
7911.  I f  you want to go to s tealing , you go to the graveyard and get some 

dirt off  o f  a fresh grave and go into a man ' s yard , barn , and take anything they 

THIEF - WITH FRESH-GRAVE DIRT - UNMOLESTED BY MAN OR DOG 

passwo rd .  [ Informant 8 years o ld when Civil War b egan in 
(24) , by Ediphone . ]  

want and the dogs won' t 
bother them . That 
would be his night 

1860 . ] [Hamp ton , Va . , 

7 9 12 . When yo ' wan ' a steal chickens , when people have dogs , dey say , if yo ' 
go tuh de graveyard an '  yo ' git de dirt , an ' if  yo '  throw it  on a dog , de dog 
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THIEF THROWS GRAVEYARD DIRT ON DOG - WILL NOT BARK 
will not bark. Now , whur
thah it ' s  de scent of de 
daid bodies in de earth , ah 

don ' know but it aczhooly [ actually ] happened . [Richmond , Va. , (418) , 371 : 1 . ] 

THIEF RUBS GRAVEYARD DIRT ON HANDS 
RUBS HANDS ON OWN OR FEMALE DOG 

WATCH DOG LICKS HIS HANDS 

7 913 . Ah heah ' em speak of de graveyard 
dirt [ demons trates ] .  
(Get the graveyard d irt - and what do they 
do with it?  Rub it in their hands . )  
Rub it  in dere hand an ' when dey got tuh 

anybody ' s  yard - don ' care how bad de dog is  - put de graveyard dirt an '  rub it 
in dere hands an ' rubs on de privates . Don '  care how bad de dog is , j is '  go dere 
an '  [ hold your ] palm tuh de dog , an ' de dog won ' even bothah yo ' , j is '  come dere 
an '  lick yuh hands . 

( The dog mus t smell your hands . )  
He ' d  smell yuh hands from dat graveyard dirt and p rivates . 
(Jus t the female dog ' s  privates . )  
Ah don ' care how bad de dog is , de dog wouldn ' t  bo thah yo ' . [Norfolk , Va . , 

(453) ' 4 27 : 7 . ] 
7 9 14 .  Well ah hear dem say dat if dey wanta go in anybody ' s  house - lak any 

rich somebody - white peop le or somepin , dey wanta go in de house , an ' dey ' d have 

THIEF THROWS GRAVE HEADBOARD UNDER HOUSE 
THAT PUTS EVERYTHING IN THERE TO SLEEP 

a bad dog or any thing , dey wanta go in 
dere , dey git de haid stick , de stick 
whut ' s  put at de haid of  a grave , an ' 
throw it undah de house . An '  said dat 

will put evahbody tuh s leep an ' yo ' kin go in de house an ' git anything . [ For 
belie fs similar to  preceding ones about theft , see Nos . 7 529-7 530 , p . 3298f . ] 
[Charles ton , s .  Car . , (501) , 545 : 6 . ] 

79 15 .  I f  yo ' had a hous e yo ' wanted tuh 
Yo ' nevah will fail wit dis graveyard dirt . 

rent , take dis graveyard dirt ag ' in . 
Yo ' kin use a penny or else use 

3 HIGHEST NAMES - 5 TIMES - WHILE SCATTERING DIRT FROM 
BABY ' S  GRAVE - IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - OUTSIDE ON LEAVING 
TO RENT HOUSE - SILVER [ PAID FOR DIRT ]  WORKS FASTER 

s ilvah . SILVAH WORKS 
FASTAH den de othah . 
Well , yo ' kin go tuh 
de graveyard ag ' in 
an ' put chure s ilvah 

.aney down dere an ' tell it whut chew want , whut chew wanta git chure d irt fo ' .  
But , pre fab a baby ' s  grave , an '  git chure dirt an ' come back . An ' yore house has 
fo ' cornahs tub it . [ Informant now points out the corners of my interviewing 
room . ] Yo ' put some in dat cornah an ' den yo ' say , In de Name of de Fathah, an '  
Kame of de Son, an ' in de Name of de Ho ly Ghost, ah want some luak brought intuh 
dis house . Ah want dis house rented. Ah want someone tuh oaaupy dis house. Put 
chew some dir t in dis [ s econd ] cornah , an ' say de same thing in dat [ third] cornah 
an '  say de same thing at dat [ fourth ] cornah . An '  den yo ' say [ it again] befo ' 
yo ' leave out [ the hous e ] . Yo ' should have it in dere , scat tah it all about dere , 
•ame of de Fathah, Son an ' Ho ly Ghost .  An '  den when yo ' go out , j es '  scattah i t  
all down on de s teps , an ' den somebody will come an ' rent it . [Fayetteville , N .  
Car. , 2 55 6 : 8 . ] 

7916 . Lak if  anybody 
yuh git dat dirt an ' yuh 
de do ' .  Dey say yuh put 

do any thing tub yuh an ' yuh want ' em tuh move from dere , 
eithah throw it on de steps o r  on de porch or put it by 
it cross by de do ' fo ' three times . 

3 TIMES - GRAVEYARD DIRT AT DOORSTEP OR PORCH 
(They put it across for three 
times ? )  

�s an ' dat person will have tuh move . 
Make it cross by de do ' three 

[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (501) , 545 : 4 . ] 
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7 91 7 .  Dey say yo ' take graveyard dus t an ' sprinkle i t  around yore house three 
times in succession befo ' leavin ' , an ' dey say yo ' ll leave dere - yo ' can ' t  stay 

3 TIMES - SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT AROUND HOUSE 
dere . [ For a hazy s tatement 
like this one I normally would 
ask w.ho sprinkles ? Who leaves?  

Probab ly I forgot t o  res tart recording when questions began . This could be called 
a typical spite rite. To get even with the rentman , the departing renter on leav
ing for the las t time throws back through the door 3 sprinkles of graveyard dirt . 
Whether vocally expressed or no t ,  the departing person does this in the Three Holg 
Names ! The next occupant will not b e  ab le to remain in the hous e . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1145 ) , 1869 : 5 . ] 

79 18 . I f  it ' s anyone aroun ' here dat ah would lak fer ' em tuh move - ah want 
tub move in de house or anything of  de kind - ah kin go out tub de cemetery an ' 

3 WISHES WHILE GRAVEYARD DIRT THROWN 
ABOUT HOUSE MOVES PERSON IN 3 DAYS 

git some dirt . Make three wishes , dat 
is , yo ' know lak ah want dem tuh move 
an ' stay away . Jis ' throw it across de 

an ' in three 
(Move out 
Yes , sir . 

49 3 : 1 . ] 

day ' s time dem people 
of the house? ) 

s teps or in de hallway or in de porch , 
goin ' tub move . 

[Here 3 wishes replace the 3 Holy Names . ]  [ Norfolk , Va . , (47 6) , 

7919 . Yo ' kin git dirt o ff a person grave , ah think it wus twelve days aftah 
yo ' [ they] put away [buried ] an ' yo ' kin care [ carry ]  it an '  put it  undah de 

1 2  DAYS APTER BURIAL 
GRAVEYARD DIRT CAUSES SICKNESS 

12 O ' CLOCK  NIGHT 
DIRT FROM GRAVE - AT DOORSTEP 

person s tep where dey live at , an ' yo ' put ' em 
in a bad spell of s ickness . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , (218) , 130 : 2+85 . ]  
7920 . Take de  dirt off  de grave an ' take it 
at night , twelve a ' clock . An ' take it an ' carry 
it tuh de do ' an ' put it  at de foot of  de s teps . 
An '  whosomevah in dere , what dey don ' t like , 

will run ' em crazy . [ Richmond , Va . , (350) , 391 : 1+85 . ]  
7 9 2 1 . Take ahamber lye an ' graveyard dirt an ' mix it de same as ah j es ' tole 

yo ' while ago , an '  j es '  keep it all roun ' de house . That will keep de law away . 

URINE - SALT - PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
KEEPS LAW AWAY 

Dat keeps de law away . [Fayet teville , 
79 22 . (They did what ? )  

Dat ahamber lye wit de graveyard dirt 
an ' de p eppah an ' s alt , ah wuz tellin ' 
yo ' ' bout j es '  awhile ago . 
(That will keep the law away? )  

N .  Car . , (1414) , 2545 : 5 . ] 

Jes ' raisin ' Cain around dere . Yo ' could heah it , sompin lak somebody walkin ' . 
It  wus purely graveyard dirt ' cuz ah swept it out . Jes ' gits chure mind , evah

WALKING SOUNDS - CAUSED BY GRAVEYARD DIRT 
thing tormented ,  ' cuz i t ' s  from de 
daid spirit , yo ' know . [Raising 
Cain equals raising the devi l or 

he l l. Spirits walking or unseen foots teps is  a common belief , see FACI 2nd ed . , 
Nos . l5541-1554 3 ,  p . 7 3 3 . ] [Jacksonville , Fla . , (612) , 789 : 3 . ] 

7923 . Dey puts i t  in a cloth or anything an ' wraps it up , an ' yo ' ll have tuh 
pass backwards an ' forwards ovah it . 

(And then? What happens to you then? ) 
WALKING OVER GRAVEYARD DIRT Yo ' ll b ecome tub be sickly . 

( I  see .  You walk over this graveyard dirt . )  
Yeah , an ' it  puts yo ' in hard luck . [Charleston , S .  Car . , (505) , 55 5 : 6 . ] 

79 24 .  I have heard of  people giving graveyard dus t . You throw it in  running 
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wate r .  The person you want to g o  away or  come back will come o r  go . You throw 

WATER RUNNING - GRAVEYARD DIRT OVER SHOULDER INTO 
TO SEND AWAY OR BRING BACK - DO NOT LOOK BACK 

WATERCLOSET - OUTSIDE ONE - GRAVEYARD DIRT ON HOLE 

it over your right shoulder 
and don ' t look back but keep 
walking and have the person 
in mind . [Newport News , Va . , 
(28) , by Ediphone . ]  
7 9 25 . Dey tell me if yo ' 
usin ' a lavatory , especially 

a outs id e  lavatory , dat yo ' could j es '  take a little b i t  of it an ' go dere durin ' 
de night an ' sprinkle a little b it around de hole where yo ' sit  at . 

(Sprinkle what around ? )  
Graveyard dirt . 
(Around the lavatory ? )  
Aroun ' d e  lavatory hole . 
(And it will inj ure you , you say ? )  

Yes . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1307) , 2211 : 11 . ] 
7 9 2 6 . Ah heard dat if yo ' wanted a swee theart ,  lak yore husban ' or anythin' -

if yo ' love him an ' yo '  want him tuh stay wit yo ' - yo ' takes de graveyard dirt 

WEAR GRAVEYARD DIRT 
an ' yo ' wears i t , j es '  git chew a li ' le b it in a bag . Ah 
seed [ =  seen = saw ]  a lady one time wearin ' some o f  it . 
An '  yo ' wears it  in a b ag an ' that will make the man wanta 

s tay wi t yo ' . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1391) , 2496 : 3 . ] 

WILLOW - SOCK - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
7 92 7 .  Yo ' take a sock an ' put dat dust in dere . 
(What dus t ? )  
Yo ' take dat sock an ' yo '  git s ome graveyard 

dus t [ and put in] , dat willah leaf an ' yo ' put dat in dere , but yo ' go tta let it 
s tay in de sun an ' let i t  dry good . An '  dey put dat in de ground . It ' s  all dif
f ' ren ' kinda ways [ to use graveyard dirt ] an ' dat ' s  a simple thing tuh do . 

(What wil l  that do i f  you put the willow leaf in that sock? ) 
Put it  in dat sock? Dat ' ll run yo ' crazy . [New Orleans , La . , ( 884) , 1457 : 7 . ] 
7 9 2 8 .  Yo ' go tuh de graveyard an ' dat tree - lotsa times yo ' know dere ' s  elm 

trees in de graveyard . Yo ' gi t dat wood an '  yo ' burns it in de f iahplace an ' 
yo ' s  be tantalizin '  - ah don ' t know . But mah wife , she tolt [ told ]  me dat . 

WOOD FROM GRAVEYARD - BURNED IN FIREPLACE 
(You burn it in whos e fireplace ? )  
Jes ' in de house , in yore fiahplace , 
yo ' kin burn dat . Say , "Heah ' s a 

piece of wood . "  Go lay on dere [ lay the wood in the fireplac e ]  an ' usely [usual
ly ] dey moves out , dey can ' t s tay . 

(If  there are some o f  your neighbors  that [ disturb you ] , you want to make them 
move out , you get a piece o f  that wood and burn it in the fireplace? ) 

Dat ' s  right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1342) , 2 322 : 12 . ] 

( 3 ) . COFFIN REAL OR MOCK PHOTOGRAPH AND COFFIN 

DOLL BABY ANIMAL SUBSTITUTE 

BONES FROM THE DEAD 

[This final subsection ( 3) concludes section 10 on death and also ends the di
visional survey devo ted to THE PHYSICAL HUMAN BODY ITSELF . Had it been possible 
to separate all death material , including that in INTERVIEWS into a separate 
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book , a more orderly arrangement o f  ri tes could have been found . Even so , prob
lems would s till remain ; symbolism and all those beliefs s aid to cause death . ]  

(a) . COFFIN REAL OR MOCK 

7 9 29 . Cut piece of wood in shape of coffin ,  drive up under house or bury at 
doo r ,  you '  11 die . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 676-6 7 9 ) , 902 : 1 . ] 

BOARD - CUT OUTLINE OF COFFIN 
(1) UNDER HOUSE OR DOOR 
( 2 )  NEW BOARD - UNDER HOUS E 

UNDER CENTER OF BED 
(3 )  KNOTCHES 9 - NAILS 4 

7930 .  Cut new board in shape of  co f fin . Either 
nail it o r  at tach with s ticking plaster , up un
derneath house beneath center of bed .  [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 65 6 ) , 9 36 : 4 . ] 
7931 . Cut a board in 
knotches in it , drive 
under person ' s  steps , 

shape of  coffin ,  cut 9 
4 small nails in it , put 
j ust  under dirt , that will 

kill you.  [Mobile , Ala. , ( 7 01) , 9 52 : 9 . ] 
7932 . I t  was a woman that had a s on in New York [ C ity ] and she lived in Ports

mouth [Va. ] .  And this body had killed someone . This woman heard of  this boy 

COFFIN SHAPE DRAWN ON GROUND 
being in trouble , and she goes to work hanging 
clothes out that morning . She draws a mark on 
the ground like a coffin .  She draws that with a 

clothespin , no particular p lace . She was talking with another  neighbor . She 
says , "My son will be to me in a few minutes . "  She j us t  put her hands like this . 
[ Informant evident ly demonstrated with his hand , but I repeating his every word , 
or small group of them into the Ediphone , was too busy to comment . Comments would 
come later with the Ediphone . ]  And in two days times the sheriff or the cons ta
ble where he was , brought her son back to Portsmouth . He was condemned to be  
hung . [ This in 19 28 , interview in 1936 . ] [ Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 3 2 ) , by 
Ediphone . ]  

7 9 33 . I have heard of them drawing a ring in the ground , and they make the 
shape o f  a coffin in the ring . Then you make a mark like this [ a  s traight line 

CIRCLE ON GROUND - COFFIN DRAWN IN 
CROSS THROUGH CENTER - 7 PEPPER SEED 

lengthwise ] through the center of the 
co ffin , and take seven grains of pepper 
seed and put all up and down that mark 
and cover it over.  Then you draw a mark 

through the coffin like this  [ a  s traight line crosswise ] . And they can ' t get by 
there . They ' re going to drindle [ dwindle ] and drindle . Nothing will do you no 
good . You ' re going away from there . That doesn ' t aim to put you to death at 
once , that j us t  puts a spell on you and you never get over it . They put that 
on the path or at the gate where you can ' t mis s  it . [ Despite my comment in the 
preceding rite , in the present one I actually managed to squeeze in two comments 
to show that one s traight line b isected the length , the other the width o f  the 
coffin. ] [ The informant ' s  father was a well-known eunjure man , but the s on has 
not been very succes s ful in carrying on the work . ] [ Fredericksburg,  Va . , ( 84 ) ,  

CLOTHESP IN COFFIN 
by Ediphone . ]  
7934 . Take four s ticks or clothespins , lay them out diamond 
shaped to resemb le an old- fashioned co ffin . Take a fifth 

s tick or clothespin and on this write the person ' s name , and put the whole thing 
under his bed , or somewhere near him. This is called fixin ' yore ooffin fO '  yuh. 
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 666) , 876 : 2 . ] 

79 35 . Yo ' kin take a pers on ' s  track. Jes ' lak , fo ' ins tance ah ' d  walk out 
de do ' dere an '  yo ' could take a shovel - yo ' know , a square p art of de shovel . 
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Yo ' kin take a square part of  de  shovel an ' pick up a fellah ' s track. Take i t  
tuh a red ant baid . Yo ' ve seen dese big o le red ants . Take i t  tuh a red ant 

NEEDLES 9 TO FORM COFFIN 
FOOT TRACK - RED ANT BED - 9 DAYS 

baid an ' j es '  slide it down dere as neah as 
yo ' kin wit ' out tearin ' it up - on top ' a  
[ top of ] dat red ant baid . Take yo ' nine 
bran ' -new needles , goldeye needles , an '  put 
In nine days t ime dat fellah ' ll eithah be it [ them] in de shape of a cof fin. 

daid or nobody won ' t  know where he is - in nine days time . [Brunswick, Ga . , 
( 1175) , 1985 : 4 . ] 

7936 . Get dey 
[ firs t ]  one thing 

socks an ' fill ' em fulla dirt , an ' sulphur an ' soda - furse 
anothah an ' bury ' em like yo '  do a person . Let it be a secret , 

SOCK - SULPHUR - SODA - DIRT : MOCK BURIAL 
don ' t  let nobody see yo ' ,  an ' dat 
person dey s ay will die . [Here we 
have an unusual combination for so 

few words : sock , used as  a mock coffin , representing feet , to keep a person � 
under your feet , and also odor , the smell o f  death ; o rdinary dirt is mock grave
yard dir t ;  sulphur signifies the devil or hell ; and �� its effervescence , 
sugges t body decay. Secrecy covers everything with the added power of  ritual 

silence . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , (1129 ),  
1834 : 12 . ] 

CLOTHING OF LIVING BURIED IN COFFIN WITH DEAD 7 9 3 7 . Dey make a co ffin an ' den 
dey [ take ] some o f  yuh somepin 
about chew an ' put in dat coffin 
die . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1074) , an '  bury it , an ' yo ' j es ' withah away until yo ' 

SOILED CLOTHES BURIED WITH DEAD 
1737 : 6 . ] 
7938 . Take any yore clothes , yore dirty clo thes 
an ' put down in dat coffin an ' bury i t , or ei-

thah bury it undah yore s teps . An '  when yo ' cros s dat ,  dat where yo ' dies at . 

HIS DRAWERS AND HAIR - BURIED IN GRAVEYARD 
LITTLE GRAVE - STICKS AT HEAD AND FOOT 

[Algiers , La . , ( 15 97a) , 3004 : 1 . ] 
7 9 39 . [ To kill her husband thi s wo
man took the seat o f  his drawers and 
some of his hair [ to a root worker? )  

and buried i t  in the cemetery (in a little grave) and placed a s tick at the head 
and another s t ick at the foot . ]  [ This rite was "not transcribed , no t much and 
too diffuse . " ]  [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 187) , 88 : 1+85 . ] 

7940 . Yo ' take a person ' s  hair an ' if a p erson dies • • • •  If ah wanta take a 
plait o f  yore hair an '  ah take de plait of  yore hair an ' ah plai t it , an ' if ah 

knows of  a p erson dies , ah take de plait o f  dat hair 
HAIR IN COFFIN WITH DEAD yo ' see , an '  ah puts  i t  undahneath dat daid person ' s  

haid . See . An '  when dat daid person begin tuh rot , 
yore hair will begin tuh rot , yo ' see . J is '  lak a person , yo ' know , almos ' aftah 
a person dies , well yo ' know dere hair rots offa dere haid . Well , dat ' s de very 
way ah take dat plait of hair an ' ah put it in dat coff in , yo ' s ee ,  an' when dat 
person b egin tuh ro t , mah [ that ] hair begin tub rot .  [Algiers , La . , (1590) , 
2986 : 2 . ] 

7941 . Well , it ' s  go t tub have yuh initial on it , though . Yo� see , dey take 
dat tie c lamp wit de initial an ' dey put dat in an envelope . Aftah dey put i t  

IRITIALS OR NAME INTO COFFIN 

at de daid person an ' dey will 
yuh initial on it , an ' drop i t  
1N1ry dat . 

in de envelope , well dey will b ring it somewhere 
[where ] dere is , a wake is at , where someone is 
dead at . An' dey will pertend [pretend ] lookin ' 
take an ' drop dat envelope wit dat tie clamp , wit 
in dat coffin . When dey bury dat b ody , well dey 
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Well ,  aftah dat tie clamp is buried wit dat daid body , well dis person which 
de tie clamp belongs tuh , b ecome bad feelin ' all ovah dere body ,  aches an ' pains 
in de j aws . [New Orleans , La . , ( 809) , 1137 : 7 . ] 

7942 . Says if yo ' measure a person wit a square or eithah a rule - dat chew 
measure a dead person to git ' im  in ' is coffin-lak dere , an ' den measure a person 

live , height by dat rule or square , he ' ll soon die . 
MEASURING THE DEAD (That was especially in the old days when they had to make 

their coffins , the old-fashioned coffins . You mus t  measure 
him with the same rule as you us ed in measuring out the dead man ' s coffin . ) 

Dat ' s  right . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1047) , 170 3 : 3 . ] 
7943 . She had a daid man bone an ' she tole me she had de length of  a daid 

man . Say she has ' is measure too .  Yeah , she measured ' im while he wus layin ' 
out . 

(What did she do that for? )  
Yo ' see dat wu s  j es '  ' er luck . [ She did this to ob tain luck . ] [Waycro s s , 

Ga . , ( 1148) , 1872 : 2 . ] 
7944 .  I heard o f  ' em us in ' clothin ' from a dead 

i t . Yo ' take a dead person ' s clothes , somethin ' . 
person an '  makin ' a tea of  

Prob ' ly yo ' might die  or I 
might die an ' dey ' d  git some 
of  my undahclo thes , make a 
tea of ' em.  Well , yo ' git -

TEA FROM : CLOTHES OF DEAD - ADAM-AND-EVE - ALOES 
DOCTORS [M. D . ' S ] WORK ON YOU FOR T. B. 

dere ' s  a roo t in de woods 
dat ' s  called Adam-an ' -Eve . Yo ' take dat Adam-an ' -Eve an ' boil dat intuh it . 
Yo ' git choo a li ' le of  dis aloes an ' put dat intuh it , but not enough tuh make 
i t  bot tah so ' s  [ s o  as ? ]  yo ' d  notice it  or enythin ' .  An ' give a person a do se o f  
dat tea an ' he ' ll lingah an ' lingah , an ' ' taint long ' fo ' he ' ll pine away lak he 
got TB , goin ' on away from heah . He ' ll b e  a long time goin ' but he ' s  go in ' away 
from heah , j is '  come down tuh a [ skeleton ? ] .  Think yo ' got TB , de doctors work 
on yo ' fo ' TB . [Norfolk ,  Va . , ( 49 1) , 526 : 9 . ] 

PIECE OF DEAD PERSON ' S CLOTHES OR COFFIN 
IN LIVING PERSON ' S POCKET 

7945 . If you can get any part o f  the 
coffin or the garments  in which a per
son is  buried and fix it to  a person , 
in their pockets or inside somewhere 

where it will not be  seen or not iced , this person to whom this thing is attached 
will himsel f die in eighteen months . [ Fredericksburg ,  Va. , ( 35 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

7946 . Take a new needle out of  a pad dat ' s nevah been sewed an ' go tuh a un
dahtakah ' s shop an ' run it in de garment of  de dead person . An ' if  yo ' wanta 

NEEDLE THROUGH SHROUD - BURY HEAD DOWN IN VICTIM' S PATH 
control dat person an ' 
dere ' s  a track aroun ' 
de hous e an ' in de 

yard , take dat needle an ' yo ' nail it  down , wit de haid down firs ' where dey 
step . An '  dey will not leave yo ' .  [Little Rock , Ark . , (887) , 1463 : 5 . ] 

7947 . Dey take yore shoes an ' measure yore shoes .  Take a needle , a needle 
dat ' s b een sewed through a corpse - see , when yo ' make a shroud an ' dey [ I  inter

SHROUD NEEDLE THROUGH EYE-HOLES OF VICTIM' S SHOES 
3 TIMES - BURY ON EAST SIDE OF HOUSE 

rupt ] .  
(Us e a needle that has been 
used in making a shroud? ) 
Make de shroud tuh bury some

one , yes . Take dat needle an ' put it through yore shoes , through de eyeholes 
yore shoes - see , three times . Den take dat needle an ' carry it home an ' st ick 
i t  on de eas t side , an '  yo ' ll stay dere wit ' em. Yo ' cain ' t go nowhere . Yo ' 
s tay right dere at home an ' be  subj ect tuh dem in evahthing dey want . 

(What about measuring the foot?  Do they measure the shoe firs t ? )  
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Dey measure de shoe firs t ,  den put dis needle through de eyehole three times . 
(Do they do anything with the measurement o f  that shoe ? After they take the 

measurement o f  the shoe? ) 
De measurement of dat shoe dey bury dat . Dey bury it undah de do ' step . [Wash

ington , D . C . , ( 638) , 82 3 : 6 . ] 
7 9 4 8 .  G i t  a brand-new needle an ' thread an ' g i t  d e  undahtakah to  sharpen it . 

An '  if a woman dat ' er husban ' is  bad ,  an ' if she kin git tub dis woman dat is 

NEW NEEDLE AND THREAD FROM UNDERTAKER 
SEW NEEDED REPAIR IN MAN ' S  POCKET 

runnin ' wit ' im ,  take a brand-new needle , 
an ' thread dat de undahtakah shroud dat 
dead body wit . An '  sew about six stitch
es in it , an ' take dat needle an ' thread 

back , ' fo '  her husban ' git tub dere , an ' sew dat place up in ' is pocket . An ' if 
he runnin ' out [with the women ] , dat ' ll run ' em away . 

( She s imply runs this needle and thread through the dead person ' s clothing , 
and then brings that thread and needle back to her house , and she repairs her 
husband ' s  clothing . Then when he goes to this woman ' s house , i t  will break them 
up ? )  

Yes , 
(The 
Yes . 
7949 . 

de first 

run ' er away . 
husb and will come back to his wi fe ? )  

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1434) , 2 5 9 9 : 11 . ] 
I f  dey are away a distance an ' yo ' want ' em b ack ,  yo ' use de needle dat 

shroud wus made wit , if yo ' kin git it or if yo ' have it . De first 

FIRST TIME SHROUD NEEDLE USED - RUN 3 TIMES THROUGH 
PIECE OF CLOTHES AND SEND TO PERSON - BRINGS BACK 

shroud . An ' yo ' put dat 
through a p iece of clothes 
or anything three t imes , 
j is '  right through de s ame 

hole three times , an ' send dis article 
are comin ' back if dey have tub swim . 
are comin ' .  

tub dat person . An '  when dey git  dis , dey 
Anywhere dey kin git de money tub come , dey 

(Whose clothes do you put that through? ) 
Anything dat yo ' send tub di s p erson ; gartah , socks • • •  
(The fi�st sh�oud, what do you mean by that ? )  
I f  yo ' have a needle de shroud wus made wit , d e  firs '  shroud wus made wit - a 

needl e . 
(Who se fi�st sh�oud? ) 
Anybody ' s ,  j is '  long as it de needle dat de firs ' one wus made o f . 
[ Find a needle used only once and · that once t.o make a shroud . Did s ome under

takers or drug s tores sell such needles ? ]  [Washington , D . C . , (628) , 807 : 1 . ] 
7950 . Take nine needles an ' stick ' em through a dead person , an ' bring ' em  

back an ' s t ick ' em through yuh clothes . Well , yo ' s  [ you is ] pas s in ' away , ' cuz 
dem needles , yo ' put dem [ through a dead person ' s  clothes ] ,  carry dem needles 

9 NEEDLES STICK THROUGH DEAD PERSON 
THEN RUN THEM THROUGH VICTIM1 S CLOTHES 

back an ' stick ' em down [ again ] in dem 
dead person ' s cloths [ and leave them 
there ] . An ' yo ' ll j is '  pass on away . 
(Well , now give me an example in a s tory. 

Give me a p arab le ,  tell me how it is done . Well now , suppose I wanted to get rid 
of you . Tell me like that . )  

Well , j is '  lak now yo ' wanta git rid o f me . Well , yo ' take dem nine needles 
.a' yo ' carry dem nine needles an ' yo ' s tick ' em  all through mah clothes . Well 
yo' take de clothes whu t ah wear an ' yo ' carry ' em on back an '  put ' em  down 
tkrough dem dead p erson ' s clo thes . We ll yo ' take dem needles now den , an' yo ' 
king ' em back an '  nail al l dem needle s down undah mah do ' s tep . An 1 de more dey 
-.lt away , de more yo ' molt  away . 
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( I f  I wanted to kill you , I would s tick thes e  needles in your clo thing first ? )  
Yassuh .  
(Then I would stick these needles in the dead person ' s clo thing ? )  
Yes s ir . 
(Then I would bring them back and put them under your • • • •  ) 
Doors tep . 
( I  would s tick those needles in the dead person ' s clothing firs t , would I ? )  
Yassuh , yo ' j is '  slip ' em ,  gotta slip ' em through dere , nine needles , goldeye . 

[ S t �  Petersburg , Fla . , (102) , 1654 : 2 . ] 
7951 .  Take a p iece o f  de  co ffin .  
(What kind of a cof fin? ) 
Aftah a - p erson is buried an '  it done rotted . 
(Well , what do they do with that ? )  
Dey take dat an '  dey bury somebody else wit 

of it . See , aftah yo ' done buried somebody in 
it - in de family . Takes a p iece 
a coffin .  Well , yo ' know , quite 

COFFIN - PIECE OF OLD - OR DUST FROM - IN SILK HANDKERCHIEF 
WITH NEEDLES 9 NEW - PINS 9 NEW - NAME - SHOE TONGUE 

SEAT OF UNDERWEAR - BACK OF SHIRTTAIL - NAME ON - TIE 9 KNOTS 
BURY OR THROW INTO RIVER 

natchally a cof
f in rots lak 
nuthin an ' when 
it rots  i t  comes 
tuh a powdah ; but 
if  dey kin git a 

piece o f  it , or  if dey don ' t git a piece of it , dey kin git de powdah from dat 
coffin [ or you could p robably buy aoffin dust at some hoodoo drug s tore ! ] .  Jis ' 
de dust o f f  dat co ffin .  Dey take dat an ' dey git ' em a silk han ' ke ' ch ' ef - git 
a s ilk han ' ke-ch-ef . Yo ' put dat intuh dat han ' ke ' ch ' e f .  Now , when yo ' put dat 
in dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  dey got nine needles an ' dey got nine pins , but dey git ' em  
right outa de s tore . Dey ain ' t nevah b een used . Now , if  dey wus goin ' tuh bury , 
say if dey wus goin ' tuh bury me , or mah sistah ,  or somebody in mah family , dey ' d  
git dat an ' dey ' d  git ' er name . An '  if dey kin git de - see , de tongue , yo ' s ee ,  
de tongue o f  yuh shoe . 

(Yes , the tongue of the shoe . )  
I f  dey kin git dat , dey git dat an ' dey puts dat wit dat . Now , when dey git 

dat all tuhgethah • • • •  
(What do they put the name on? On some paper ? )  
No , on - I take d e  seat o f  dere undahweah , d e  back part , any of  dere undah

weahs - see , any part of it , de back of yuh shirttail , yo ' s ee .  I take dat an ' 
I am goin ' tuh p in it down , tight as I kin git it , an ' I am goin ' tuh write yuh 
name on tub dat . Now , when I write yuh name on tub dat , I wrap dese things up 
in dere . When I wrap it up in dere , I tie . When I tie it , I tie it up wit nine 
kno ts . I tie wit nine knots . I bury it , if I want tuh ; an ' if I don ' wan ' tuh 
bury i t , I kin throw i t  in de rivah , yo ' see . Kin throw it in de rivah or bury 
it . When I bury dat , why den I got choo where I wan ' choo . Yo ' got tuh go . Dat 
I done harmed yo ' in an ' somethin ' will happen tuh yo ' .  [New Orleans , La . , 

COFFIN NAILS WRAPPED IN RED FLANNEL 
( 832) , 124 6 : 1 . ] 
7 952 . I ' ve heard though o f  taking nails 
from a coffiu and wrapping it in red flan

nel , and give it to a person either for luck or ill luck , whichever you wanted 
them to have . They sell them from twenty-five cent s to a dollar . [Fredericks-

NAIL OR HANDLE FROM COFFIN 
BURY LEFT-HAND CORNER OF VICTIM ' S HOUSE 

TELL IT WHAT YOU WANT DONE 

burg , Va . , (43) , by Ediphone . ]  
7953 . Yo ' take de nail outa de coffin , 
or de handle , an ' yo ' carry it tuh dis 
house , an ' yo ' bury it down by de cornah 
on de left-han ' side . Tell it whut yo ' 
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want it tuh do . An' it won ' t be long befo ' dey be terrified an' dey can ' t  stay 
dere . Finely [ finally ] dey will leave off , go mindless . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1368) , 2423 : 6 . ] 

7 9 54 . I ' ve heard them say that they can take coffin nails and then take an 
individual ' s ,  some parts of  his clothes , and go way out in the fores t somewhere 

where the sun shines on a tree 
DRIVE NAILS INTO CLOTHES ON SUNNY SIDE OF TREE 

VICTIM WEAKENS EVERY CHANGE OF MOON 
and nail that , use those nails 
in driving , and mayb e  some un-
derwear or  coat or something or 

a part  of a coat , on that tree and fix it  so it can ' t fall off . And as long as 
it s tays there , on every change o f  the moon the individual will weaken dawn , and 
then finally he git s so he can ' t  have any activity of his limb s  atall . [ Eliza
beth City , N .  Car . , (182 ) , 39 7 : 9 . ] 

7955 . Like if someone s to le somp in from yo ' , why yo ' kin go tuh dat fig tree . 
Yo ' have tuh git nails out a a casket an ' drive three nails in de fig tree.  An ' 

3 COFFIN NAILS - DRIVE INTO FIG TREE 
CALLING NAME OF SUSPECTED THIEF 

IN 9 DAYS THIEF WILL RETURN STOLEN ARTICLE 

while yo ' drivin ' ' em in dere , co ' se 
yo ' gotta be  trimmin ' de fig tree 
limb an ' callin ' de person ' s name ; 
see , de one dat done dat . An '  in 
dem nine days dat person who done 

stole sompin from yo ' ,  dey ' ll done try tuh 
cross , Ga . , (1068) , 19 74 : 7 . ] 

git it  back tuh yo ' ' fore den . [Way-

7956 . They say to put four nails , nails which you nail your coffin with , 
four pins [ from the garments of  the corpse ] ,  and the [ death ] sheet over you , 

and a lock of  hair . The hair 
4 COFFIN NAILS - 4 PINS - DEATH SHEET - HAIR is supposed to molt away . When 

that hair molts , you ' re supposed 
to molt . They would bury this , put it all in a bo ttle , wrap it up tight and 
bury i t  anywhere near your home . I f you found this b ottle , then they would em
ploy some old aunjure doctor to come and get this bottle and throw it in the 
river of running water .  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 6 7 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

TO RECOVER STOLEN GOODS - 3 S CREWS AND 3 NAILS 
FROM BAD PERSON ' S COFFIN - DIP NAILS INTO WICKED 
PERSON ' S  EXCREMENT - AT SUNDOWN SIDE OF PEAR TREE 
CALL NAME OF STOLEN ARTICLE 3 TIMES - REPEATING 
IRCANTATION - 3 SCREWS INTO TREE WITH INCANTATIONS 
3 NAILS INTO TREE WITH 3 HOLY NAMES - GOODS RETURNED 

7 95 7 . If somebody steal 
sompin from yo ' an ' yo ' 
wanta find out who did i t , 
well yo ' kin make ' em  bring 
i t  back ; an ' yo ' know by a 
person bringin ' a thing 
back , why yo ' know j es '  
who i t  is den .  Well , yo ' 

take three screws - whut ah heard - from a coffin of  � very wicked person dat 
died . Well , yo ' take dose three screws an ' yo ' take three nails an ' yo ' go tuh 
•• • •  

(What kind o f  nails ? )  
Well , hit don ' make a diffunce [ difference] . 
(The nails are not from the co ffin? ) 
Oh yes , indeed ! Ah thought chew meant , yo ' know dey say ten-penny nails , five-

peDDy nails . 
(No , you s aid the s crews are f rom the coffin . ) 
Yes sir , de s crews from de coffin , three screws . 
(Where are the nails from? ) 
De nails from de coffin also .  An '  yo ' take dese  nails an '  yo '  go an '  j es ' lak 

yo '  know of  anothah wicked person , well yo ' git in contact wit ' em , undahs tand , 
.. . gi t dey - not dey urine but de othah where dey have action . An' yo ' dip de 
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end of  dese nails in dat . An ' yo ' go tuh a peah tree on de sundown side - of a 
pear tree - an ' yo ' call dis article , whatevah it might b e ,  de thing dat dey 
s tole yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' call it by name three times , an '  say , "O thief , bring 
back mah s tolen goods . "  An '  yo ' take de firs ' one of de screws from de co ffin 
an ' yo ' stick it  in de tree an' yo ' nail it an ' yo ' say ,  "Ah b ind dis in yore 
haid . "  An '  den yo ' take de o thah nail , er [ or ]  yo ' take de o thah screw an ' yo ' 
put hit in de tree right , yo ' know, right ' side de o thah , an ' yo ' say , "Ah nail 
dis into yore soul . "

' An '  den de next one , which is de third one , yo ' nail hit in 
dere - de screw - yo ' know whut ah mean - j es '  screw it an ' hammer it  in . Yo ' 
go tta hammer i t  in dere . Say , "Ah nail dis into yore feet tuh bring back mah 
s to len goods , 0 thie f . " An' den yo ' take dose nails an ' yo ' say , "Ah surround 
yo ' by de Name of de Fathah , one fo ' de Father , de Name of de Son , de second nail 
fo ' de Son , an ' de third fo ' [de Name of] de Ho ly Ghost. 

(Wait a minute befo re you go on ! You are us ing three s crews in the coffin , 
aren ' t you? Are you also  using three nails ? )  

Three nails . 
(But you put the screws into the tree? ) 
Firs t .  
(All right . Now you have three nails left . Now , what do you do with them? ) 
Yo ' t ake dem an ' yo ' know , surround dese three s crews , an ' dey say dat dey ' ll 

really bring back the stolen goods an '  tell yo ' ,  "Admit dat ah stole sech-an ' 
sech-a-thing from yo ' an ' ah ' m  sorry . " [Brunswick , Ga . , (1227 ) , 2085 : 2 . ] 

7 958 . I t  was a man made a little b ita coffin • • •  he was 
MINIATURE OR MOCK COFFIN mad with this other man • • •  he put it in front of his 

door an ' tole him he would be moved in a little while , 
an ' if he didn ' t ,  if  he stayed there , he would die . But he didn ' t die ; but he did 
move . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 04) , 9 67 : 9 . ] 

7959 . Take paper money or a new piece o f  pap er , fold in shape of coffin ,  
wri te person ' s  name in , b ury , soon die . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2) , 1551 : 11 . ] 

7 9 60 . An ' dey make .a li ' le coffin dataway , git a piece of de woman ' s  stock-
ings .

· 
Dey git a piece of de woman ' s  undahweah , if it ' s  possib le .  Dey will take 

MAKE A MINIATURE COFFIN - PUT IN PIECE OF 
STOCKING AND UNDERWEAR - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS 
RED PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - OIL OF VERBENA 

will nevah put de end tuhgethah , dey an ' dey 
(They do what? )  

nine needles . Dey will take nine 
pins . Dey will put red peppah an ' 
dey will put Epsom salts . Dey put 
oil of verb ena an ' bury dat undah 
de party ' s step . S ee .  An ' dey 

husb and • • •  

Nevah git de end tuhgethah , nevah make de ends meet . Don ' t care if dey both 
b e  workin ' , dey always will b e  somepin : lak if dey have shoes , dey haven ' t  got 
any hat ; if dey go t a hat , dey haven ' t  go t any skir t ;  if dey got a skirt , dey owe 
de landlord . Dey ' ll nevah will be success ful . [New Orleans , L a . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 7 : 2 . ] 

7 9 6 1 .  Prackly [practically ] on de same thing , dey j es '  take an ' make a arti
ficial , yo ' know , a li ' le casket . An '  den dey kin go an ' git chure , pick [ up ] 

FOOT TRACK IN LITTLE COFFIN - CALL NAME - COMMIT TO GROUND 
ASHES TUH ASHES1 DUST TO DUST 

yuh track an ' put 
it in dis casket . 
An '  dey ' ll commit 

j es '  lak dey wus buryin ' a body j es '  s o . An '  
chew tuh de ground , "Ashes tuh ashes , dust to 
an '  den dey b ury dat . 

(What will happen then? ) 

dat tuh de ground , 
j es '  say - dey say , when dey commit 
dus t . "  But dey gotta call yuh name 

Well , de person who dey bury , why he won ' live long . [Brunswick , Ga . , (j ust 
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befo re No . l240) , 2105 : 4 . ] 
79 6 2 .  Yuh toenails or fingernails .  

p ings an ' de dirt from undah yuh foo t . 
Dey kin git holt of  yuh fingernail clip
See . An ' dey mix it tuhgetbah an '  git 

FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOT SCRAPINGS - HAIR FROM BELLY 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - IN SMALL COFFIN - UNDER STEPS 

' em some graveyard 
dirt an ' shape ' em 
a box.  Make a li ' le 
shape of a box,  see 

j is '  lak a coffin , an ' take 
hair from yuh belly an ' put 
KIN CURE YO 1 • 

(What will it do to you? ) 
I t  will kill yo ' . 
(I  see . ) 

hit an ' bury it  undah yuh steps . See . An '  git some 
in dere wit it . An '  DERE AIN ' T  NO DOCTOR IN DE WORLD 

(Now that dirt from your foo t . Well where from your foot ? )  
Yassuh , dat daid skin whut ' s  scraped o f f  yuh foo t . 
(Oh , I see . Where do you get that ? )  
De way I git dat , dat skin from yuh foot . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 735) , 1003 : 5 . ] 
7 9 6 3 . Measure a person ' s foot with any kind o f  string and tie a kno t in each 

end o f  it • • •  put it in a box the shape o f  a coffin • • •  bury it ; as hit grow old , as 

MEASURE FOOT - KNOT IN EACH END OF STRING - BURY IN BOX 

INSOLE SPLIT IN HALF - HEEL TO TOE - IN SMALL COFFIN 
UNDER HOUSE AND BED - UP SIDE DOWN - 2 STICKS CROS SED 

cross from dat heel . Yo ' take dat shoe • • •  [ I  interrupt . ]  
(From the heel to what ? )  
From de heel tuh de end o f  de toes .  
(How would you cut it?  How do you mean they cut i t ? ) 
[Jus t make a cut mark? Cut all the way through? Etc? ] 

Yo ' j is '  take a knife an ' cut it • • •  
(Jus t make a cut? ) 

[ in like manner ] you 
fade away . [Vicksburg , 
Miss . ,  ( 714) , 982 : 1 . ] 
7964 . Take dat lef t  
sho e ,  yo ' cut it , yo ' 
j is '  cut it  all de way 

Yes , sir , j is '  take a knife an ' cut dat shoe all de way through , yo ' see ,  de 
sole of i t .  Cut i t  all de way through tuh d e  heel . 

( I  see . ) 
An '  den yo ' take dat shoe an ' git two cross-sticks , two cross-sticks [ 2  s ticks 

to cross ] an ' yo ' cross  ' em lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  
(Like an X .  All r ight . )  
Yo ' cross ' em lak dat , an ' yo ' goes right undahneat ' o f  de house , of [below ] 

dere bai d .  Yo ' see , yo ' make somepin j is '  lak a li ' le coffin .  An '  yo ' goes 
undahneat '  of de hous e right undah de baid , j is '  where de baid sets . An ' yo ' 
tacks de bottom o f  dat , dat inside of dat sole o f  dat shoe , [ and ] yo ' tack it 
undahneat '  of de house right undah de baid . An ' dat person will j is '  lingah , 
lingah , lingah - lingah until dey die .  But yo ' tacks it - see yo ' tack it right 
undahneat '  de b ed .  [Nail it to the fllor under the house : ]  Dat ' s  really de 
truth ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now . Dat ' s  really de truth . 

(Well , wha t would they do with that box? ) 
Evahthing ah ' m  tell in ' yo ' is really de truth . 
(Well , what would they do with that box that you made like a coffin? What do 

you do with that ? )  
That ? I t  all be ' s tuhgethah . 
(Oh ! you tack that b ox ,  everything . I see . ) 
But choo see , it  all b e ' s tuhgethah . Turn it bottom upwards . 
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(I see . ) 
An '  yo ' tack it right undahneat ' of de b aid undah de house ; but choo s ee ,  yo ' 

cross  dem s ticks . 
(Where do you put those s ticks ? ) 
Yo ' cro s s  dem s ticks right undahneat ' o f  it , right undahneat '  of  de s ole . An '  

yo ' tack i t  an ' yo ' turn i t  all bottom ups ,  an ' yo ' tacks i t  right undahneat ' o f  
de baid . 

(Well , now , you put these s ticks in there acros s ? ) 
Yes . 
(Then you put this piece of leather in there , 

ups ide down, and tack it  up under the bed , under 
deliberately . ] That leather is in there to hold 
from falling down? ) 

from the shoe , and you turn i t  
the house? [ I  speak slowly and 
those sticks , that are cros sed , 

Yes , sir , keep dem s ticks crossed . Don ' put ' em s traight ,  put crossed .  
(I  see . ) [Mobile , Ala . , (679) , 9 7 3 : 7 . ]  
7965 . If  a person dat chew dis like an '  don ' t want ' em be round yo ' , yo ' take 

a small b ox an '  make it j es '  like yo ' casket [ coffin ] . Take yo ' s ome Epsom 

EPSOM SALT - RE D  PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
SMALL BOX • • •  LI 'LE GRA VE 

LITTLE GRAVE - HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD 
STAKE IN CENTER - HIT ONCE BEFORE SUNRISE 

9 MORNINGS 

salts , right in yore yard , [ I  mean ] 
in dere yard . An '  dat ' ll keep ' em 
from round j oo . 
(Keep them away from there ? ) . 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1188) , 
2007 : 1 . ] 
7 9 66 . Dey say dat yo ' do dat , dey 
say dat will kill a person . 
(Will you explain how it ' s done . Do 
you know how it ' s  done? ) 
Well , dey say yo ' make it j es ' lak 
yo ' makin ' a grave an ' yo ' put de 

haidbo ' d an ' de footbo ' d  an ' evahthing like dat . An '  yo ' put a stob [ s take ] in 
de centah of it lak dat [ demons trates ] - a li ' le s tick ,  a s tob in de centah of 
it lak dat . An' dey say yo ' go dere evah mawnin ' b efo ' sunr ise an ' kno ck dat 
peg , hit it one lick fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  When dat peg git on down in dere , dey 
tells me dat set tles i t .  

· 

(You d ig a little hole like a grave and put a headboard and a footboard to 
it? ) 

Fix i t  j es '  lak a grave . 
(Then you put that s tick in the middle , that you drive down in . What is that 

s tick supposed to b e ,  that s t ick in the middle? )  
Dat s tick in de middle , dat supposed tuh give y o '  hear t failure , dey say .  Go 

dere nine mawnin ' s  b efo ' de sun rise . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1396) , 2511 : 9 . ] 
7967 . Ah heard folks say i f  yo ' complain if it wus rheumatism ,  dey could go 

in a road - look lak a road leads , a neighborhood road , an ' a p ine tree is on 

PINE TREE ROOT - COFFIN PASSING OVER 
MAKES "RUB" FOR RHEUMATISM 

dat road . Wheresomevah a wagon would cuz 
it tub bruise , dey say yo ' could take dat 
root out of dat road where some castic 
[ casket = co ffin ] or sompin o thah had 

passed � an ' make a rub , an ' dat would kill rheumatism lak dat . 
(Where a funeral would go on by over that t ree? With the casket ? ) 
Yes suh ,  where some fun ' ral ' cession had passed , yo ' go tuh dat road where de 

wagon , yo ' know , of peop le have bruised de root , an ' yo ' dig roun ' dere an' git 
dat bahk [bark] an ' make a PUb fo ' ' em . Dey say dat would cure it . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , ( 1381) , 2452 : 5 . ] 
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(b) . COFFIN AND PHOTOGRAPH 

[We mus t remember that every pho tograph , whether oblong or square in shape , 
i s  a coffin symb o l .  I n  later sect ion PHOTOGRAPH many o f  them are buried o r  in
vo lved with death . This present sub section will be confined to photography in
volving real or mo ck co ffins . ]  

796 8 .  They can take your pho to graph an ' can make you pine away • • •  they ' ll 
take a b ox and make it like in the shape of  a co f f in ,  an ' they ' ll put that photo

PHOTOGRAPH BURIED FACE DOWN IN MINIATURE COFFIN 
(1)  WOODEN BOX 

graph in that face down an' • • •  

bury i t . [New Orleans , La . , 
(834) ' 1254 : 6 . ] 
7 9 69 . Ah heard dis dir-ectily , 

dat i f  dey take yuh photograph an ' make a caske t [ coffin ]  an ' if  dey turn dat 
[ photograph ] face down tub de groun ' an ' bury dat casket , yo ' will die . Ah ' ve 
heard dat now , ah haven ' t  seen dat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189) , 2008 : 2 . ] 

( 2 )  NEW BOARD 
7 9 7 0 . Turn pho tograph face down in little box [ having]  cut a 
new b oard in shape of coffin ,  an '  lay down on de photograph 
[ and lay photo graph down on the coffin-shaped board ] , bury , 

dePe ain ' t  no cure fO '  dat atall .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 65 6 ) , 9 36 : 3 . ] 

( 3 )  PASTEBOARD BOX 

(4)  ADD GRAVEYARD DIRT 

(5 )  BURY IN GRAVEYARD - READ OVER HIM 

7 9 7 1 . Cut a pas teboard box in shape 
o f  co ffin , put in t intype face down , 
bury , you would pine away . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , ( 7 01-702) , 961 : 5 . ] 
7 9 7 2 . Put per son ' s pic ture face down 
in lit tle box , with graveyard dus t ,  
bury . [ Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 6 6 ) , 460 : 8 . ] 
7 9 7 3 . Make coffin , put person ' s p ic
ture in face down , Pead oveP him jis ' 

like yo ' Pead oveP de dead,  bury 
( 502-504) , 55 1 : 5 . ] 

in graveyard , kills him . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 

7 9 74 . Yuh photograph has go t tub 
graph an ' dey digs a hole j is '  in de 

be in a tintype . Well , dey takes yuh photo
shape of a grave , an ' dey take dat photo

CIGAR-BOX COFFIN - PHOTO FACE DOWN - GRAVE-SHAPE HOLE 
graph an ' dey put s it  
intuh a b ox or somepin 
lak a cigah box .  Well , 

dey buries dat photograph on its  face . An ' aftah dey bury dat photograph on its 
face , why in a long length o f  time yo ' ll p ine away an ' it will kill yuh . Yo ' ll 
die ! Jis ' as dat pho tograph ro ts � b efo ' it ro ts , yo ' ll die . [Vicksburg , Miss . , 
( 75 7 ) ' 1039 : 2 . ] 

7 9 7 5 .  Well , ah heard dat dey could go tub work 
dig a hole , j is '  lak yo ' diggin ' a grave , yo ' see , 

HEW TENPENNY NAIL THROUGH BACK OF PHOTO DRIVEN FACE 
DOWN INTO GRAVE HOLE - BECOMES CORP SE IN 9 DAYS 

an ' take yer pho tograph an '  
an ' dey lay dat photograph 

down dere j is '  lak yo ' 
buryin ' anyone ;  but still 
yo ' know , dey bury yo ' on 
yer face wit chure photo-

graph . Yo ' see de idea . An ' dey could take a tenpenny nail , a bran ' new ten
penny nail , an ' dey could nai l it  through de back of  yo ' , yo ' see ,  down intuh de 
groun ' . Dat ' s  de pho tograph nail down intuh de groun ' . Den dey covah yo ' up . 
Ah heard dat in nine days time yo ' ll b e  a corpse , yo ' ll b e  daid . Yo ' s ee de idea. 
Dat ' s whut ah heard dat dey could do wit dat . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1388) , 2489 : 2 . ] 
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7976 . Wel l , yo ' kin take anybody ' s pitchure an ' draw de shape of a coffin 
on a green tree , an ' nail it up an ' shoot it . Dey ' ll die . 

DRAW COFFIN ON GREEN TREE - NAIL PHOTO TO - SHOOT 

NAME CALLED - WHILE BURYING PHOTO IN BOX 
DEAD IN 9 DAYS 

(You put this picture on the 
shape of that cof fin on the 
tree ? )  
Yes sir an ' shoot it . [Way
cross , Ga . ,  ( 1141) , 1855 : 8 . ] 
7 9 7 7 . Dey take yuh photo an ' 
j is ' put it in a bot tle - not 
dat , yo ' kin put it in a box . 
Shape dis box like a casket  

[ co ffin ]  an ' yo ' could bury dis box in de dirt , an ' call yuh name an ' in nine 
days time yo ' ll die . [Waycross , Ga . , (1132) , 1836 : 8 . ] 

7 9 7 8 .  Yo ' takes a photograph , see , an '  writes on de back of de pho tograph 
yore name , her name cross it . Don ' t write ' em s t raight . Yo ' write chure name 

MAN WRITES HIS NAME ON BACK OF PHOTO 
TURNS IT HALF-CIRCLE AND WRITES HER NAME ACROS S  HI S 

MAKING A CROSS - FOLDS - PUTS IN ENVELOPE 
ADDS MORE DIRT - KEEPS IN BOX - BRINGS HER HOME 

down an ' yo ' come b ack an ' 
wri te her name on top of 
i t . Yo ' go to  de grave
yard an ' take yo ' two han ' 
fulla d irt an ' sprinkle it  
ovah d i s  picture , an ' fold 

dis pho tograph up an ' puts it in a envelope an ' sprinkle dat dirt in de envelope , 
j es '  ' nuf f tuh put in dere an ' fold it  up an ' puts it in de box .  An '  in seven 
days , regardles s  tuh where she is or who she is , she cain ' t b e  s till - she ' ll 
return . She go t ta come . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 147 8 ) , 2 658 : 6 . ] 

79 79 . Take yur photograph . Now , if it ' s  made on tin but not on papah - its 
got ta be made on tin [a tintype ] . An' yo ' take dat pho tograph an ' yo ' take yo ' 

4 HEADLES S PINS - 1 IN EACH CORNER OF COFFIN 
PHOTO FACE DOWN - UNDER VICTIM ' S DOOR 

fo ' p ins , an " yo ' cut de haid ' s  
off  do se pins , if yo ' s  aftah kill
in ' a person . An ' yo ' take dose 
pins an ' yo '  take an ' put ' em 

roun ' fo ' cornahs lak yo ' would a coffin ,  yo ' undahs tan ' . An ' den yo ' bury dis 
p ic ture on its face , but its got ta be a t in pitchure . An ' as dis p i tchure fade 
away , dey ' ll fade away. 

(You pin those four pins around the four corners of  the p icture ? )  
Yes , dat ' s  right . Dat ' s  whut chew do . An '  bury i t  o n  d e  face , but chew cuts 

de hai d  of ' em off , de haids of de p ins o f f . 
(But you have to b ury it under the individual ' s  door ? )  
Undah ' is own do ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 936) , 1515 : 1 . ] 
7 9 80 .  I ' ve heard whut it ' ll do , dat lit tle coffin .  But j is '  like I tellin ' 

yo ' a few minutes ago , dat s tuff about makin ' a lit tle coffin .  Put ' em undah de 

NEEDLES - PINS - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST 
WITH PHOTO IN COFFIN UNDER STEPS 

step , yo ' see , wi t de p eople ' s  photo in 
dat coffin , de party . Dat why plenty 
people won ' t take dere photos yo ' s ee . 
Put it in dat coffin wit s ome p ins , 

some needles , yo ' see , an ' some s tee l dust and lode s tone . See .  An ' dat draw 
dose people outa dat house , yo '  undahstan ' , an ' fix ' em so dey will nevah wan ' 
tuh see one anothah no mo ' .  [New Orleans , La . , (816) , 1155 : 9 . ] 

4 PINS - ONE IN EACH CORNER OF SMALL BOX 
BURY PHOTO IN NEW WHITE LINEN 

7 9 81 . Take dey photograph an ' git a 
piece of  white linen cloth dat ain ' t 
been used ,  an '  put de pho tograph in 
dere - lay i t  on dere . An '  den yo ' 

git fo ' p ins , j is ' 1ak yo ' gon ' a measure a casket , an ' yo '  put a p in at each 
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cornah an ' all lak dat . An ' yo ' take dat pho tograph an ' put it in a little box 
or somp in an ' bury it . Dat kills a person . 

(How do you put that pho tograph in that white piece o f  clo th now? ) 
Dis is de clo th [ demons trates ] ,  de square cloth an ' yo ' lay de photograph in 

dat . Lay it with de face up . Yo ' see , when yo ' put it  in de ground , yo ' put de 
face down . Yo ' take dat pho tograph an ' yo ' place it right in de middle. Yo ' put 
a pin heah , an '  one heah , an ' yo ' put one heah , an ' one heah , an ' yo ' take dat 
linen den an ' fol ' de cornahs ovah i t . Den yo ' bury dat photograph . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 3 8 ) , 1518 : 4 . ] 

7982 . I f  they wanted you for to stay , they wouldn ' t take dose leaves [4  el
derberry leaves in a preceding rite ] . Dey j is '  take de back off  yuh pitchure 

HOLE DUG OBLONG OR SQUARE - FILL WITH WATER 
LAY PHOTO IN - WALK AWAY - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

an ' - j is '  lak , dig a hole about ,  
say as large as dis table [ that is , 
an ob long or a square hole , a cof
fin symbol ] an ' put watah in it , 

which i t  can ' t run [ away ] , an ' dey ' d put dat pitchure in dere an ' let it stay .  
(How do they take the back o f f  a picture ? )  
What ? Take the b ack o f f  a p itchure? 
(You said they take the b ack off a pic ture ? )  
Dey take de back o f f  d e  p itchure - de back be , yo ' know , d e  b ack o f  yuh pit

chure , if  i t ' s  in a frame , an ' j is '  leave da t pit chure in de form dere an ' dig 
a hole an ' put dis stale [ s t il l ]  watah [ in the hole ] . 

(How would they put it in tha t water ? )  
Jis ' drop i t  down dere an ' don ' t look at it . Turn around an ' walk o f f . 
(I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 44) , 1013 : 9 . ] 
7 9 83 .  Take a new board an '  draw a person yo ' dislike an ' yo ' want ' em tuh 

die . Jis ' take a new board an ' yo ' draw dere pitchure on dat new board . An ' 

NEW BOARD WITH PICTURE DRAWN ON 
NEW BOXES OF SULPHUR AND SALTPETER 

git a box o f  sulphuh dat have nevah been 
op ened , an ' a b ox o f  sal tpetah dat have 
nevah been opened , an ' put on dere . An ' 
take dat pitchure an ' bury i t  an ' dem peo

ple take s i ck ,  an ' j is '  l ingah an ' lingah an ' de firs ' thing yo ' know dey ' ll 
be daid . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1093) , 1 7 63 : 1 . ] 

7984 . Jes ' lak if yo ' wan ' tuh do ' way wi t 
draw a person , well yo ' j es '  make i t  out chure 

a person , lak if yo ' wan ' tuh 
mind , but choo draw dat person ' s 

PICTURE OF PERSON DRAWN - DRAW COFFIN AROUND IT 
TELL PI CTURE WHAT WILL HAPPEN - BURY UNDER STEP 

pitchure . Well yo ' draw ' is 
pitchure an ' yo ' put a coffin 
[ put it in a coffin ] . 
(You draw the figure in the 
coffin ? )  
Yes sir , dat ' s  right . An '  den 

yo ' take hit an ' bury i t  at dere steps , see . Den draw it also • • • •  

[Here is the information given while machine was s topped : ]  
(You draw this person ' s p icture on a piece o f  paper , and then you draw a 

coffin around it ? )  
Dat ' s right . An' den yo ' draw anothah one an ' put i t  at de do ' where dey kin 

see dat , an ' tell ' em whut will become o f  ' em ,  s ee .  Well , aftah yo ' draw dis -
yo ' done buried de one ,  de firs ' one - let me s ee , well , now dey begin tub read 
dat let tah an ' dey see dat . Well , dat gits dere spirit tuhgethah an '  it begin 
tuh grieve dem den ,  an ' dey worry ovah it an ' f inely [ finally ] dey come tub 
perish away . 

(You do that to le t them know you are doing the work against them? ) 
Dat ' s right . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 2034 : 7 . ] 
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IN A PERSON ' S GRAVE - BURY PHOTOGRAPH IN MOCK COFFIN 
7 9 85 , Make a coffin an ' 
put a person ' s p icture in, 
bury it in someone ' s  grave 

in graveyard , p erson will die . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (between 199-204) , 107 : 2 . ]  
7 986 . Well , it ' s  j is '  like this . A woman loves a man an ' he loves her an ' 

she can ' t  live with this man again like she want him.  I f  she kin git his photo
graph , s tick a pin through the heart of the photo

IN REAL COFFIN WITH THE DEAD graph - an ' the first person that die aroun ' her 
neighborhood or anywhere that she kin slip thi s  

photograph in the coffin with the dead , and aftah they cover i t  up why h e  won ' t 
live very long. [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (292) , 213 : 3+85 . ]  

7987 . Well , dey could take yore pitchure .  When anybody dies take dat pit
chure an '  drap it  down in de bo� [ coffin]  on de face of dem persons , an ' de mo ' 
dat pit chure molt , yo ' ll molt away . 

(You put the photo of this person in that coffin . ) [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1022) , 165 3 : 11 . ] 

7988 . Dey take i t , dese tintype , take it an' bury it in de ground an ' put a 
stick tuh de foot an ' a s tick tuh de haid.  An '  whilst dat  pi tchure fadin ' away , 

yo ' ll fade right ' long wit it ; an ' when all of  it 
STICK TO HEAD - STICK TO FOOT of f , den yo ' ll die . 

OF BURIED PHOTO (Why do you put thos e  s t icks at the foo t and at 
the head? ) 

Jes ' lak yo ' buryin ' somebody . 
7 9 89 . Take dat pitchure an ' 

dat off  an ' care [ carry ] it  tuh 

[ Sumter , S. Car . , (1345 or 134 6) , 2328 : 7 . ] 
cut it off  in fo ' cornahs , each cornahs . Cut 
a graveyard or j is '  wherevah ' s a par t where dey 

BETWEEN 2 BRICKS - SYMBOLIZING COFFIN AND LID 
BURY PHOTO IN GRAVEYARD 

go t  mud where dey kin bury it 
at . An' git chew two bricks an ' 
turn dat picture upside [ face ] 
down an ' let it  stay dere . An '  

when dat p it chure ro tten ,  dey ' ll rotten away 
(What do you do with those two bricks ? )  

from d e  earth . 

Dose two bricks yo ' bury ' em . Wit dos e two bricks - yo ' lays it [ picture ] on 
one [brick ]  an ' take de o thah one [ second brick]  an ' set it on t op dat [ first 
brick ]  an ' bury it , wherevah dey got mud , if yo ' don ' wanta b ring it tuh a grave
yard , if yo ' wanta keep it aroun ' de house . 

(You can bury it in the mud or take it to  the graveyard? )  
But if yo ' take it tuh de graveyard , yo ' cain ' t easy find i t  lak yo ' kin at 

de hou se . 
(But you mus t bury those two bricks under the ground with the picture in be

tween them? ) 
Yassuh , turn dat pitchure ups ide down . See , de pitchure part [ down] . 

[Algiers , La . ,  ( 159 7 ) , 3003 : 6 . ] 

BETWEEN 2 SHINGLES 
BURY TINTYPE IN GRAVEYARD 

7990 . They tel l  me that you can take a photograph on 
a tintype and bury it in the cemetery between two new 
shingles , and the person will gradually fade . [Do 
these shingles , like two bricks (No . 7989) , represent 

coffin and lid? ] [Mt . Vernon , Md . ,  ( informant 134) , by hand . ]  
7991 . Sometimes , i f  you want to carry a per-

ON SHINGLE - DRAW PERSON ' S IMAGE son away , why they go and bury it (a  person ' s  
BURY IN NEW GRAVE THAT I S  S INKING image drawn on a shingle ]  in some grave in the 

cemetery , some person he doesn ' t  know anything 
about , and some grave where it ' s  s inking in. Jus t like , you know , a new grave 
will soon s ink in , when it ' s  a new dirt grave , you cram it down there . You see , 
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as  the dirt  s inks in , why that ' ll go  down . And they say whenever it gots down to 
the , you know , below the earth , the image , the earth level , why then this person 
will die . [ For sunken grave , see also No . 7 539 , p . 3301 . ] [ Elizabeth City , N. 
Car . , (438) , 403 : 3  or 5 5 8 : 3 . ] 

( c ) . DOLL BABY 

[ S imilar to the two-dimensional pho tograph is the three dimens ions of  the dol l  
baby , a small image o f  length , breadth and thickness , repres enting the contours o f  
the human b ody . S everal o f  these manikins have already been g iven in Nos . l841-
184 2 , p . 549 f . ; No . 2 805 f . ,  p . 803 f . , MAN- SHAPED CANDLE , and elsewhere . ]  

7 9 9 2 . At Chris tmas [ las t Chris tmas , 1938 ] a person did dat . A lady did that 
to a man , had a lit tle bit  of [ a  miniature ] co ffin ,  like a lit t le person in there. 

CHRIS TMAS  PRESENT BOX - RIBBON ROUND - CARD ON - DOLL BABY IN 
And he thought he 
was receiving a 
Christmas pres ent . 
on it , an '  a You know , had it in a little Christmas b ox wi th a little ribb on 

Chris tmas card on it . [Mobil e ,  Ala . , (688 or 689) , 91 7 : 1 . ] 

IMAGE OF PERSON IN SMALL COFFIN 

MATERIAL FOR DOLL BABY 
(1) WOMAN ' S DRESS 

7 9 9 3 . They put a image in a coffin an ' put i t  
a t  your door an ' put chew i n  b a d  luck , make yo '  
dri f t . [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) , 1146 : 10 . ] 
7 9 9 4 .  Make likeness o f  person , put in somepin 
made like a co ffin and bury . [ Norfolk , Va . , 
(470-471) , 4 79 : 9 . ] 
7 9 9 5 . Take a piece of a lady ' s  dress  and make 
him some kind of  a doll and bury i t  under de 
step to  get her , but how dat was done ah don ' t  

know . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 660) , 86 3 : 5 . ] 
79 9 6 . Well , dat little co ffin , da t i s  de one like if a woman is  in love wit 

a man . Well , she will cut out maybe a li ttle doll or image o f  ' im  an ' dey take 

( 2 )  PAPER - DOLL BABY CUT FROM 
dat an ' bury dat mayb e perhap s by some canal 
or some place - some gut tah or some of dat 
kind of s tuf f , like dat . An '  dey keeps d at 

dere an ' dis man can ' t leave out of  de t own dat he is in . Whatevah t own he is in 
he can ' t leave out of it , as  long as dat coffin is  buried in dat town where him 
an' her is at . [New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1136 : 2 . ] 

79 9 7 . Yo ' see , she makin ' yo ' [your ] image . Well , now she carry dat home tuh 
�ep yo ' home wi t ' er .  Well now she i s  in love wit chew . Well now , when she 

(3 )  RAGS - DOLL BABY SEWED FROM RAGS 
9 GRAINS OF RED PEPPER - PRICKLE FEET 

done gi t through f ixin ' dat , if 
she know what tuh do wi t it , she 
take an ' she put nine grains of  
red p eppah . Now lis ten t uh  me 

BOOd . She put nine grains of  red peppah in dere . She ' ll take p ickle [ ?  or pric
kle? ] feet but she ' ll put - tetch it wi t dat ,

-
no t put it in . She ' ll t e t ch i t  

vi t  dat . [Priak le feet could b e  a weed like horse net tle . ]  Dat got chew ag ' in . 
AD' yo ' ll nevah confe s s  tuh know dat chew do it .  Got chure brain dere an ' all 
tuhge thah . 

(Well ,  how did she make this little image ? )  
She make dat image o f  a man . 
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(What did she make it out o f ? )  
She make it out o f  rags . [ Charleston , s .  Car . , (525) , 6 28 : 4 . ] 

(4) WAX FIGURINE - ST ICK PIN IN PART TO BE INFLICTED 
BUT PUSH NEEDLE THROUGH HEART TO KILL 

7 998 . Well , now heah ' s 
anothah one .  Take yo ' 
a piece of  wax an ' make 
yo ' a image of  a man 

dat chew wanta inflict . Take yo ' a needle 
chure , but yo ' ve made a image outa wax. 

(You don ' t  bury that , do you? ) 

an ' do it  de same as yo ' do dat p it-

No sir , yo ' don ' t bury dat .  
Jes ' lak yo ' see heah , i f  yo ' s  ( you i s ]  drawin ' a pichure . Yo ' take a piece of 

wax. AH RECKON WHEN YO ' WUS A CHILE YO 1 USED TUH TAKE SNOW AN '  MAKE LITTLE SNOW
MENS JES ' LAK DAX - j es '  sompin like dat . Well , den if  yo ' wanted tuh inflict it 
in de hand , arm or eye or foot , an ' if yo ' wanta kill it , s tick dat needle right 
in de hear t . 

(That ' s  all you have to do then . ) [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1174) , 19 7 7 : 4 . ] 
7 99 9 . Put dat undah de step yo ' see ,  o r  put a little coffin.  Make yo ' a 

image of a man wit wax , see . Dey put a corpse wit nine needle s through de wax , 

(5)  WAX IMAGE 9 NEEDLES IN - LITTLE COFFIN 
yo ' s ee .  Dat will make dose 
individual dat live in dat house , 
dey nevah be happy , lak yo ' put 

two enemy tuhgethah . Yo ' nevah be able tuh put two of 1 em tuhgethah . Dey walk
in ' ovah it day an ' night yo ' see . [New Orleans , La . , (1560) , 285 3 : 8 . ] 

8000 . Well , yo ' takes de b ox an '  make i t  j es ' in de shape of a coffin .  Well , 
he takes ' is kni fe an ' he cuts in a man j es '  de shape of  a man . S ee , or j es '  de 

(6)  WOOD - FORM OF PERSON AND COFFIN CUT FROM 
VICTIM ' S NAME ON BACK - BURY AT VICTIM' S HOUSE 

shape of a woman , j es '  
whichevah one he wanted 
it tuh favor . Well , he 
takes dat an ' puts it  in 

dat little co ffin.  Takes ' im  a pin an ' takes ' im a pair o f  pliers , wire pliers 
an ' cut de pin [head ] o f f  j es '  deep enough tuh j es ' suppose it  wuz a little tack . 
Put dat man in dere , an ' on dat man ' s back write whoevah name he want it tuh be 
on dere . Well , he takes dat ,  take an ' carry it tuh dis man ' s  hous e ,  if he kin 
git tuh ' is house at night , tuh whatevah dat yo '  kin find , s ech as flowahs an '  
hedges or anything lak dat . Dig yo ' a hole as though it i s  a grave an ' put it 
in dere an ' covah it up . Well , in a few days he ' ll be daid . 

(What do you cut that lit tle figure from? What do you cut it out o f ? ) 
Well , yo ' kin take a piece of  elm wood . Fo ' him tuh lingah a long time , yo ' 

kin take a p iece of elm wood or ei thah a p iece of ash wood , j es '  whichevah i s  
soft enough fo ' yore knife tuh cut . An '  cut it out o f  wood an ' make i t  out o f  
wood . An ' make it  outa wood an '  take de p ins an '  evahthing an ' j es '  nail ' em in 
dere . I t  has tuh be exactly l ike a casket [ co ffin ] . An '  yo ' don ' t have tuh fo ' 
git tuh put de man ' s name , whoevah it is dat chew ' s mad wit . Jes ' put dat name 
on ' is back an ' lay it right in dere . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  (1537 ) , 27 7 7 : 3 . ] 

8001 . You can cut out o f  paper or you can cut them off from shingles and make 
the image of a p erson , and write the name and whatever you wish . Well , you can 

( 7) WOOD SHINGLE OR PAPER - CUT PERSON ' S  IMAGE FROM 
WRITE NAME - WISH - INTO RUNNING WATER OR BURY 

OR HANG INTO TREE FOR WIND TO BLOW AWAY 

take this shingle and 
carry it and throw it in 
running water , or you 
bury it , or you can take 
it and hang it upon the 

s ide of a tree and let it blow away . 
ab eth City ,  N .  Car . , (438) , 403 : 1 . ] 

That ' s  if  you want to run ' em  away . [ Eliz-
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800 2 .  Make image o f  person , name it , p lace it where it will 
DOLL BABY NAMED molt away , kills person .  [Norfolk , Va . , (near 470) , 479 : 6 . ] 

8003 . Dey make li ' le coffins an ' dey make de image of de per
s on involved , an ' dey put ' im in dat coffin .  An ' dey have his name engraved in 

NAME CUT ON IMAGE - SMALL COFFTN - BURY IN GRAVEYARD 
de image . An' dey take 
dat li ' le coffin an' bury 
it in a graveyard an '  

dat ' s  supposed tub make dat person die . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3) , 1576 : 4 . ] 
8004 . Well , yo ' git a box an ' yo ' make it lak a co ffin an ' yo ' git one of 

these heah li ' le baby do Z Zs .  Yo ' put it  in dat coffin an ' yo ' buries it undah 
de do ' s tep where dey passes at , an ' dat ' s . supposed tuh carry ' em tub de grave . 

BABY DOLL - IN BOX-LIKE COFFIN - NAME INS IDE 
FAMILY NAME FIRST - GIVEN NAME LAST 

I f  dey don ' nevah find it , dat 
sho ' [ sure ] will carry ' em tub 
de grave . 
(You don ' t  put anything else in 
that coffin? ) 
Nuthin in dat box atall but dat 

baby do l t  in dat coffin.  An '  inside of dat box yo ' write dere name , on de in
side of de box ;  but yo ' put nuthin but de baby do Z Z  in de box an ' dey name . 

(How do you write that name? ) 
Well , yo ' write de entire firs ' an ' de given name las ' . Yo ' writes it down 

once . Jes ' write dey real name an ' put dat doll in dere an ' s t ick it undah de 
do ' step wheresomevah dey pas ses a� 
( I f  this name was Sam Jones , you 
would write the name down? ) 

NAME DOLL BABY 
NEEDLES AND PINS AND ROOTS IN AFTER S EWING UP 

WRAP FROM YOU WITH CORD - TIE BOW - BURY 

pins , roots , 
379 : 3 ] . 

an ' sew it up an ' see it from ' em , 

(They sew it away , sew it from them? ) 

Jones , S am .  [Algiers , La . , 
(15 7 7 ) , 2903 : 4 . ] 
8005 . (What do they do that for? 
How do they do that ? )  
Oh , dey makes a do Z. l  baby an ' 
name it choo . 
(They do what? )  
Makes a do Z Z baby an ' name i t  de 
person dey want . 
( I  see . What do they do with 
that ? )  
An '  fill it  full o f  needles an ' 

j is '  like dey wrap de hair [ in  

From ' em .  Aftah sewin ' it ,  den dey wrap i t  from ' em  wit a cord , an ' tie dat 
bow on de end of i t . Den dey puts dat down in de groun ' some place somewhere an ' 

[ they ] says , long as dat baby lay in de dirt ,  yo ' ll withah away an ' go [die ] . 
[Richmond , Va . , (428) , 381 : 3 . ] 

800 6 . [ I  have two vers ions of the story about Bowizer and his two wives , a 
tale concerning his mistreatment of firs t wife and his enslavement by second 
wife . Whether this is the remnant of a fo lktale or the beginning of a new one , 
or something actually factual , I do not know. ] 

FIRST VERSION OF BOWIZER TOLD BY COUSIN 

Mah Cous in ' s b ro thah ' s  wife [not speaker ' s  cous in but cousin by marriage who 
had a b ro ther who had two wives , this one the second ] , she taken down sick an ' 
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she had doators an '  doators an ' doators of aZ Z kind , an ' none of ' em seemed tuh 
no t tuh do ' er any good.  An '  he wus set tin ' down one day an ' - dat wus ' is sec
ond wife . He wusn ' t good tuh ' is fir s ' wife , but ' is s econd wi fe , he wus s o good 

TWO VERS IONS ABOUT BOWIZER AND HIS SECOND WIFE 
MOCK COFFIN IN A TRUNK - OR COFFIN WITHIN A COFFIN 
ARMPITS AND SEAT OF UNDERWEAR - RED PEPPER - A POWDER 
IMAGE OF VICTIM WITH PRIVATE S CRO SSED - NAME 9 TIMES 
BOTTLE OF URINE FIXED TO DRIP - BOX TO FORTUNETELLER 

tuh ' er .  He ' d  wash an ' 
scrub fo ' her an '  evah
thing . J is '  cook an '  
evahthin ' . S o  somep in 
come tuh ' im  an ' tole 
' im ,  say ,  "Yo ' · go an ' 
look in de bot tom of yuh 

trunk. Go look in de bottom of yuh trunk. " Well ,  he ' d  s et down dere an '  nod , an '  
nod , an' nod . Be s ettin '  up wit ' er an ' nod , an '  nod , an ' he ' d  drows e ,  an ' s ompin 
would tell ' im ag ' in .  " Go  an ' look in d e  bottom o f  yuh trunk . "  So fine ' ly somp in  
tole ' im ,  "Go look i n  d e  bottom of yuh trunk , "  fo ' about two weeks . An '  so de 
nex ' time sompin tole him , "Go look in de bo ttom of yuh trunk , "  he go t up an ' 
went on an ' looked in de bot tom o f  ' i s trunk. All kinds of  fine things , j is ' 
fine dresses , de fines t kind o f  s tep-ins , b loomahs an ' a big ole automatic ,  he 
didn ' t even know it wus in de house , wus in de b o ttom of dat trunk . An '  den 
dere wus a li ' le cof fin down in d ere - a li ' le coffin.  Dere wus de seat �' is 
undahweah , de centah of undah each ahm [arm] in dere , an '  some of dis here , whut 
dey call cayenne peppah sprinkled down on dere . An '  it wus de image o f a person 
made from a s tick .  

(From a stick? ) 
Right on a piece of a board , yo ' know , j is '  in a image . Yo ' know , j is '  lak 

yo ' take a board an ' cut a image of  a person , yo ' know. An '  den dey had dat 
private an ' evahthing cut down dere .  Yo ' know , had it  crossed . An '  so dey had 
j is '  down in d ere j is '  lak a coffin , made in de shape o f  a co ffin .  An '  it wus 
closed up an ' dere wus ' is name wrote in dere nine t imes . His name wrote down 
in dat , right down in dat coffin nine time s . Some kind of a powdah wus in dere . 
A li ' le b ot tle about dat high of urinate wus in dere an ' de cork , li ' le cork 
s toppah wus in it , yo ' see , well it wus cut on each side , s ee cut on each s ide 
fo ' de air tuh git in dere , an ' it kin come out , yo ' see . 

An ' it wus settin ' right straight up right by dat li ' le image o f  ' is private , 
yo ' know , settin ' right by it . An ' it  wus c losed up right in de bot tom o f  de 
trunk . An' so dat ' s whut had ' im , kep t 1 im down . He couldn ' t git away from ' er .  
She would d o  anything dat she wanted tuh do an ' he ' d b e  pleas ed a t  it , he j is '  
stayed at home , but wit ' is firs ' wife he didn ' t  do it .  

(What did he finally do ? Did he get the spell off  o f  him or anything? ) 
Yes , he took dat li ' le box out o f  d ere an ' took it tuh two-three fortune

tellahs . An '  dey tole him , as t ' im who fixed ' im ,  an ' he tole ' em ,  said , " I t 
wus mah wi fe . "  Dey say ,  "Well , do yo ' want ' er ? ' ' So he tole ' em , "Yeah , ah 
loves ' er . " Dey say ,  "Well , if yo ' love her ,  yo ' take dat box right b ack ,  set 
it right back where yo ' got it from ; but if yo ' don ' t want ' er no mo ' , yo ' take 
a j ar an ' put dat box in dere dat j ar big  enough j ar tuh s lip dat box in dere" -
dat box no b iggah ' n  j is '  lak dat - " an '  den yo ' clos e it up an ' go tuh a runnin ' 
s tream an ' throw it in dere an ' say , ' She ' ll leave yuh wandahin ' . ' " 

(Leave you what ? )  
Leave yo ' wandahin ' , she ' ll wandah away . An '  he did dat an ' dat woman got up 

dere one mawnin ' , she got well an ' evahthin ' . She wusn ' t all dat sick . She wus 
j is ' ,  yo ' know , acti n '  lak dat , playin '  sick fo ' him tuh do de work . She go t up 
from dere an ' lef t , to le ' im dat she wus goin ' tuh town . An '  she left from dere , 
didn ' t  eat or nuthin . She didn ' t  even take time tuh git ' er clothes . She j is '  
got wo rried an ' j is '  half crazy , an ' she le f t  from dere an ' he don ' t even know 
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where she ' s at . 
(I  thought he wanted to keep her ? )  
You say , if  he wanted t o  keep her ?  
(I thought he told the fortunetellers he wanted to keep her ? )  
Said he loved ' er .  He [ fortuneteller ] ast ' im did he love ' er . 
(Yes ? )  
An '  he tole ' em ,  said , yeah , he loved ' er .  " So , well , yo ' take dat box den 

an '  put it right back where yo ' - where it wus . " 
(Well , why didn ' t he do that ? )  
Well , he wanted tuh git out o f  de f ix he wus in , but he didn ' t know i t  wus 

goin ' tuh run ' er away . 
(I  see . ) 
[ I f  the reader missed it , do turn back to the firs t sentence of this first 

version : " she had doators an '  doators an ' doators of aU kind. " These are unique 
words becaus e the usual expression is , with variations , " she had every doator in 
toum. " [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 679 ) , 9 7 5 : 3 . ] 

SECOND VERSION OF BOWIZER TOLD BY SISTER 

So mah brothah , Bowizah ,  had a wife , firs ' wife . He didn ' t do nuthin j is '  run 
roun ' all de time. But ah ' m tellin ' yo ' dis here whut ah know from experience . 
Ah ain ' t tellin ' somepin whut somebody say dey know . 

So he ma ' ied anothah woman an ' she had ' im so she ' d  go out , she run roun ' an ' 
she do whut she please . He couldn ' t  he ' p  ' imself . He wash an ' he scrub an ' 
sweep - do evahthin ' in de worl ' he could an ' he couldn ' t  quit ' er . So one day 
he wus ' tendin ' our garden an ' somepin tole him look in ' is trunk . So he went 
tuh de trunk an' looked in it an ' seen all kin ' raimints - clo thes , shoes - evah
thin' wus in dere . An '  he didn ' t know it wus in de house . So  dis [ same inner 
voice ] says somepin tuh ' im , "Look in [ the bottom o f ]  d is trunk . "  An '  so he 
looked in de bottom an ' dere wus a small cas ten [ or aastit = casket ] ' bout dat 
long [ demonstrates ] . 

(What ? )  
Cas ten - coffin .  An '  i t  had de seat of  ' is undahweah cut out an '  right up 

undah his sleeve [ demonstrates ] .  
{Under his arm , the left arm. ) 
Yes , sir , his left ahm. An ' he got it  out an ' ca ' d  [ carried ] it tuh one o f  

de men ' s [ a  doator] an ' d e  man put it i n  one des e fruit j ahs [ j ars ] an' screwed 
it tight an' put i t  in a runnin ' s tream. So he say one mawnin ' she woke up an ' 
he run ' er out dat house an ' he ain ' t s aw ' er s ince . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 01) , 

958 : 7 . ] 
CALL NAME OF DOLL BABY - CROSS ON IT - SAY WHAT IS 
TO HAPPEN - STICK IN 9 NEEDLES OR PINS OR THORNS 

8007 . Make dwrurry, make a 
cross on it , call name , say 
what is to be  done - to kill, 

harm , or anything - and s tick in 
D. C . , ( 627  or 628) , 805 : 3 . ] 

8008 . Lak dis - now yo ' take 
belong tuh yo ' .  It might belong 

nine needles , or pins , or thorns . [Washington , 

a doll baby . Co ' se dat doll baby could not 
to yo ' kid or sompin lak dat . Well , dey take 

4 PINS - STICK FIRST INTO CORNER OF DOLL BABY ' S MOUTH 
SECOND UNDER LIP - THIRD INTO NO SE - FOURTH INTO RIGHT TEMPLE 

de doll baby. 
Dey might take 
dat doll [ owned 
by yo ' kid] ,  

.dght s teal it from yo ' . Might take dat doll baby an ' stick one pin in de cor
nab of dis side of ' er mouth , an '  sti ck a li ' le stick pin in dat side of ' er 
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mouth . See , s tick one undah her lip , see , an '  s tick one intuh her nose , an ' one 
in de temple - right temp le .  Dat will run yo ' crazy . Dere a lot ta way tuh run 
yo ' crazy . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . ,  ( 511) , 5 76 : 6 . ] 

8009 . Well , take a doll baby an ' make a li ' le coffin an '  yo ' take thirteen 
needles [ later changed to pins ]  an ' yo ' bores seventeen holes in i t .  

(Into what ? )  
13 NEEDLES INTO DOLL BABY - 17 HOLES INTO LITTLE COFFIN 

DRESS WI'ffi VAN VAN AND WAHOO 
Intuh de small li ' le 
coffin . Bore s even
teen holes intuh dis 

small li ' le coffin an ' aftah borin ' dese 
baby down in dere wit dose thirteen p ins 

(The thirteen p ins . )  

seventeen holes in dere , yo ' place dat 
[needles ? ]  s tuck in ' er .  

De thirteen pins s tuck in ' er ,  an ' yo ' po ' van-van , wahoo powdah . 
(War whoooo? ) 
Wahoo , yeah wahoo . I t ' s a kind o f  grayish lookin ' powdah . Dey call i t  wahoo . 

Well , last you go to work and place this powder r ight in dere an ' yo ' go off  from 
a cemetery - not in de cemetery , off  from a cemetery - an ' when yo ' git neah de 
ceme tery , about 25 feet from it , yo ' bury it .  An ' it has a tendency tuh kill yo ' 
in 18 months . 

(I  see . ) [ New Orleans , La . , (819) , 117 0 : 6 . ] 
8010 . They get the shape - they shape it in the shape of a person as near as 

possib le ,  and then take that and pin i t  to a green tree , a pine tree , and let it 

SEW LOCUST [ CIDADA] INTO DOLL BABY - NAME 
PIN TO GREEN PINE TREE - SHOOT 

stay there ; and get a locust [ cicada] , 
these told-time locuses that makes a 
lot of  fuss , they say , and put that , 
s ew  that on the inside o f  that doll 

and pin it up there and shoot it . And as you shoot it  away , every t ime you s trike 
i t ,  you waste a portion of it , the same way the body o f the individual that you 
representing there will waste away . But you got to name it , you got to name that 
doll .  [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (182) , 39 7 : 6  or 552 : 6 . ] 

8011 . Make do l l  baby , put in box like a coffin , with person ' s hair and quick
silver balls at s tomic [ stomach ] . Person who cured victim shot the evil-doer 

VICTIM ' S HAIR AND QUICKSILVER WITH DOLL BABY IN COFFIN 
DOCTOR CURED VICTIM BY SHOOTING EVILDOER WITH SPIRITUAL GUN 

with a spiritual 
gun. [Long s tory , 
not much detail , 
recheck . ]  [Doctor 

Bayhan (Bayhand) , a white doctor on the Eastern Shore of Maryland , used a spirit
ual gun to  harm persons as far away as Baltimore - see No . 62 ,  p . 28 ; and another 
comment about him from Deal Island , Md . , No . 3069 , p . 891 . ] [Washington , D . C . ,  
(between 6 29-638) , 816 : 2 . ]  

(d) . SUBSTITUTE ANIMAL 

[ In this subsubsection we have an animal buried as a substitute for the burial 
of a person . Our first example will be a substitute for the sub s titute , an egg 
for the chicken . ] 

80 12 .  I f  a person d b  anything t o  you , you [ the culpri t ]  can go on yonder to 
New York or Washington or anywhere , I will ketch him.  I ' ll take a brand-new egg 
from a black hen and take that egg and put it in ten pins , five one way and five 
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the other , in the s ides [ the long sides ] of  the [ uncooked ] egg . You take this 
egg and go to a grave , j ust like you are digging a person' s grave , bury this egg . 

BLACK HEN EGG - RAW - BURIED WITH BIG END - HEAD 
FACING EAST - 10 PINS - 5 IN BOTH LONG S IDES 
NAME - BURY IN MOCK GRAVE - IN NAME OF THE LORD 

You put it this way [demon
strates ] j us t  the same as you 
would the eas t [ the large end 
of the egg represents the head 
and i s  laid facing the east ] . 

You bury this egg in the Name of the Lord , and that he will never return , and 
moulten away . You say his name . When the egg is rot-ten he will be out of this 
world . [Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 5 7 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

8013 . Ah learnt dat if somebody has enemies an ' yo ' wants tub do ' way wit ' em  
or wants dem from roun ' yo ' or wants tuh kill ' em , yo ' kin ketch a dog an ' kill 

DOG - KILL - BURY HIM 4 FEET UP - NAME HIM ENEMY 
BURYING IN o HOLY NAMES - AH HOPE YO ' WILL MOVE 

him , an ' dig a hole an ' place 
him in de hole flat on ' is 
back. An '  whosomevah i t  is  yo' 
has somepin ' ginst [ against ] ,  

yo ' name de dog aftah dem as yo ' bury him. An '  yo ' git ' im  in an ' all ' is f eets 
up ,  an ' as yo ' fillin '  up dis hole buryin' de dog , yo ' tell it , say ,  "Ah 'm buryin' 
yo ' In de Name of de Father� de Son an '  de Ho Zy Ghost� an ' ah hope yo ' wi Z Z  move." 
An '  j es '  when yo ' say move fill it up . An '  dey cain ' t stay dere . Dey must go . 
Dat moves ' em away . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1429) , 2579 : 5 . ] 

8014 . Do dat tuh a man if  dey wanta run ' im away from town or if dey wanta 
kill ' im.  See , prob ' ly yo ' wanta kill dis man . If yo ' wants kill ' im , cain ' t  

DOG - NOT YOUR OWN - KILL - BURY FEET UP 
COVERING ANIMAL CALL DOG ' S NAME 9 TIMES 
9 SHOVELS OF DIRT - LEAVE PAWS UNCOVERED 
AS YOU LEAVE SAY AH HOPE YO 'S DAID - IN 
3 HIGHEST NAMES - CALL MAN1 S NAME 4 TIMES 
OR TO RUN MAN AWAY - CUT DOG ' S  THROAT OR 
KNOCK IN HEAD - BURY - 2 FEET OUT - CALL 
MAN1 S NAME 9 TIMES - WEAR PIN WITH CROS S 
LEAVE CROSS  BEHIND AS TOMBSTONE FOR DOG 

git rid of ' tm , he goin ' wit some 
daughtah [or ] ' nothah , or somebody ' s  
daughtah , an ' dey cain ' t git rid of 
' im wit ' out killin ' ' im , yo ' j is '  
take an ' git chew a dog .  Ketch choo 
a dog dat some o f  yore neighbah ' s  
have dat yo ' know ' is name . Yo ' know 
de dog ' s name , an ' yo ' know de man ' s 
name , too , see . 
Well , yo ' git de dog an ' yo ' carry 
him off in de woods somewhere an ' 

bury ' im.  Kill de dog , see . Yessuh [yes sir ] kill de dog ,  take him way off  in 
de woo ds somewhere an ' bury him .  An '  yo ' bury him wit ' is heels up about dat 
much [ demons trates } out de dus t .  Leave ' bout dat much o f  ' is feets out de dust . 
Jis ' leave his feets out de dust . Well , dat ' s  if yo ' wants tuh kill de man . 
When yo ' leave his feets out while yo ' s  covahin' ' im up , when yo ' turn ' im  up , 
git ' im  placed on ' is back real good , j is '  lak yo '  want ' im .  An ' while yo ' covah 
' im up , yo ' call de dog ' s  name nine times , an '  yo ' throw nine shovels of dirt on 
' im ,  high ' nuff tuh git ' im covahed up . An '  git ' is feets up above ' bout dat fur 
[demons trates ] ' bout couple inches or prob ' ly couple an ' a half inches . An '  den 
aftah yo '  git ' im covahed up an ' git ready tuh leave h im ,  say , "Ah hope yo ' s  daid, 
In de Name of de Father� [Son and Ho Zy Ghos t ] , "  an '  call de man ' s name fo ' time .  
An '  walk away from de graveyard [burial place , not graveyard ] an ' don ' look b ack 
at it . If yo ' look back , it ' s  not any goo d .  Don ' look back while yo ' s  leavin ' . 
An '  dat ' ll kill de man . 

Now , i f  yo ' don ' wanta kill ' im  [ the man ] , yo ' j is '  wanta git ' im outa town , 
yo ' don ' kill de  dog when yo ' bury him ,  yo ' see .  Yo ' don '  kill de dog daid , but 
chew cuts ' is throat or prob ' ly knock ' im in de haid , so yo ' leave him in a slum
bah . Put ' im in de ground an ' yo ' leave two of ' is feets out . Yo ' leave two o f  
' is feets out . When yo ' leavin ' de graveyard [ of the dog ]  yo ' call d e  man ' s  name 
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nine t ime s an ' weah a cross  pin . Yo ' have tuh git  a cro s s  pin .  Prob ' ly go tuh 
Kress [Kre sge ] or somebody , any place , an ' git a pin wit a cro s s  on it . An ' yo ' 
weah dat cros s pin tuh de grave where yo ' dere messin ' wi t de dog . An ' when yo ' 
git  ready tuh leave , yo ' s ticks it up in dere in de grave lak yo ' do a tombs tone , 
an ' den de man wil l leave town . 

(You kil l this dog somewhe re out in the woods ? )  
Yes . [ Fayet teville ,  N .  Car . , (1438) , 2603 : 7 . ] 
8015 . Ah learn how yo ' kin kill a dog . See ,  yo ' kin take an ' kill a dog , yo ' 

know , an '  dig a hole , see . Yo ' put dis dog in de hole , undahs tan ' , an ' have his 
haid up , yo ' see , an ' have his feets up . See , have him propped up in dat dere 

DOG - KILL - BURY WITH FEET SPECIALLY ARRANGED 
NAME ENEMY 9 TIMES - FILL UP GRAVE 
POUR DOG ' S BLOOD ON TOP - SAYING DAID ! DAID ! DAID ! 
AH HOPE YO ' BE DYIN ' - WILL BE DEAD IN 9 DAYS 

hole good an ' s olid , undah-
s t and . An ' den yo ' take an ' 
git a l i ' le of  dat dog ' s  
blood . As yo ' covah dat dog 
up , s ee ,  b efo ' - don ' put no 
b lood on top of de dog when 

yo ' take de b lood , but aftah yo ' git ' im covahed up , den puts dir t on top of ' im 
yo ' undahs tan ' an ' put de b lood on top o f  de dirt , on de grave . Jes ' sprinkle it 
down in dere , sprinkle it good . See , yo '  let it drop b ack down in dere an ' yo ' 
drop b ack heah . All right , de t ime when yo ' kivahin '  [ covering ] up dis heah grave 
wi t dis do g in it , yo ' name dis person nine t imes . Yo ' name de person nine t imes.  
An '  when yo ' name de person nine times , aftah yo ' name dis person nine t imes , why 
yo ' keep on po ' in '  [ pouring ] dat down , an '  yo ' say ,  "Daid , daid , daid , ah hope yo ' 
b e  dyin ' . "  An ' nine days aftah yo ' name dis dog nine t imes an '  covah him up , in 
nine day s  dem people is daid . 

(You do this to get rid o f  an enemy? ) 
Yas suh . [ Fayet tevil le , N .  Car . , ( 1442a) , 2611 : 7 . ] 
8016 . I f  somp in [ p roj ect? ] dat ah wuz b ehin ' , or some money or s omp in dat ah 

wan ta put dere , ah go tuh one o f  do s e  trees , de ' simmon [ pers immon ] tree or j uni
per , j es '  eithah one ah choose tuh put it  dere , an ' ah ' ll take a dog or a cat an ' 

AT PERSIMMON OR JUNIPER TREE - BURY MONEY 
KILL DOG OR CAT OVER IT - BURY HIM ON BACK 
ON TOP OF IT - COVER GRAVE - TELL HIM 
AH PUT CHEW HEAH • • •  STAY TILL DEY COME AN ' DIG 

bury dis money in a cat or a dog , 
evah which one ah choose . Hold 
' im up dere an ' ah ' ll kill ' im ,  
an ' den ah ' ll bury ' im r ight dere 
on top of d is money . An ' ah ' ll 
bury ' im wit ' is right feet up 

an ' ' is lef t  foot down , of de front ones , an ' de two hin ' foo t s  s t i ckin ' s traight 
up . Bury ' im flat on ' is b ack , [ feet ] s t ickin ' up straight right dere . An ' tell 
' em ,  "Ah put s chew heah in ordah tuh s tay till dey come an ' dig . "  Den ah bury 
roun ' on de top o f  dat , an ' when ah bury dat right up dere , if  yo ' don ' come an ' 
gi t i t , cain ' t nob ody else come an ' g i t  i t . 

(How do you have this do g set up wi th one foot up and one foot  down? How do 
you do that ? )  

Well , yo ' know , i f  a dog dies , h e  dies tuh de right [whatever that means : on 
his right s ide ? ] .  Well , yo ' kin b end one o f  ' is feet lak dat [ demons trates ] an ' 
le t de o thah one j es '  lak he b e ' s s tandin ' up dere . An ' dem two hin ' ones , let 
dem two be s tickin ' up . An ' when yo ' covah dem , put ' im deep enough tuh covah 
dem all up . An ' yo ' bury him wi t dat right feet at a angle , an '  de lef ' one 
s traight up . 

(That is the two front feet ? )  
Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 26 34 : 3 . ] 
8017 . Take de frog an ' put ' im in a box ,  an '  take a p iece o f  yore clothes an ' 

put in dis box wit it , de clo thes dat ' s  nex ' tuh yuh . 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3407 

(Put his frog in the box and put some o f  my old clothing in it ? )  
Yes , put some o f  yuh ole undahclo thes p ieces , yo ' know dat chew have worn , in 

de box wit dis frog . An '  wrap ' im up airtight an ' put ' im somewhere where no air 
kin git tub ' im, an '  yo ' ll 
pine away. 

FROG BURIED IN BOX - WITH PIECE OF VICTIM' S CLOTHES 
(If  I wanted to fiz you , I 
would put some of your 
clothing with this frog? ) 
Uh-huh , some o f  yuh clothes 
[not informant ' s ! ] ,  an ' fix 

it so de a i r  cain ' t  gi t tuh i t . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1448) , 2630 : 1 2 . ] 
8018 . On de first Friday o f  de month yo ' see , yo ' goes an ' yo ' git chew a 

beef tongue an ' yo ' split dat beef tongue j is '  long enough where yo '  kin s tick 
a piece of papah in dere . St ick dat person ' s  name in dere , write dat person ' s 

BEEF TONGUE - BUY ON FIRST FRIDAY OF MONTH - SPLIT 
LENGTHWISE TO HOLD PIECE OF PAPER - WITH VICTIM' S NAME 
WRITTEN LENGTHWISE 9 TIMES - BURY IN GRAVEYARD 
DAT PERSON BEGINS TUH FEEL DROWSY • • •  SLEEP HISSELF A WAY 

name lengthways . Jis ' 
don ' cross . Kin j is '  
write i t  longways , yo ' 
know , j is '  write it nine 
times de long ways . Ah 
don ' mean no cross it , 

yo ' see . An ' yo ' take aftah dat , aftah yo ' write his name , den yo ' take it yo ' 
see an ' yo ' s t ick it down in dat beef tongue . An '  yo ' go in de graveyard an ' yo ' 
bury dat , see . An '  when dat beef tongue begin tuh rot , dat person begins tuh 
feel drowsy an ' droopy , sleepy , j is '  continue sleep unt il he kinda sleep his self 
away . [Algiers , La . , (1590) , 2987 : 4 . ] 

(e) BONES FROM THE DEAD 

[Material about bones from the dead has already been given in many places , 
among them : MOANING BONES , p . 36 ;  HEAD BONE , p . 38 ;  POWER FROM HEADBONE , p . 282 ; 
POWER FROM BROTHER ' S  SKULL , p .  283 ; DEAD PREACHER' S BONE , p .  285 ; and DEAD GAM
BLER ' S HAND BUILT EUREKA HOTEL WHERE I INTERVIEWED IN MEMPHIS BUILT BY THE DEAD , 
first quotation on p . l8 7 1 , from p . l876 , line 1 7  from bottom o f  page , cont inued 
on p . 18 7 7 . I am dividing this sub sub section on bones into : (ea) WHAT BONES FROM 
THE DEAD DO , and (eb) TYPES OF BONES FROM THE DEAD . These two divis ions o f  
course overlap . ]  

• 

(ea) . WHAT BONES FROM THE DEAD DO 

8019 . Take de bone o f  a wicked person an '  put tin ' it in a secret place in 
dere house an ' it will cuz confusion . 

CONFUSION CAUSED BY BONE FROM DEAD 
IN HOUSE 

(How would it cause confusion? )  
De spirit will wisit dat house .  
(The spirit comes t o  the house . )  
I t  wisit dat house an ' nobody nevah be able 

tub live in dat house . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1206) , 2035 : 6 . ] 
8020 . Dey say if  yo ' take , fo ' example , yo ' take a daid person ' s  bone an ' 

bury it undah some person ' s  premises , dat chew do not tub thrive , an '  dey ' ll 
j is ' die away.  Dey can ' t  thrive . Dey git weak an ' can ' t  wage anything dere an ' 
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YOU NEVER THRIVE IF DEAD BONE ON PROPERTY - JIS ' DIE AWAY 

event ' ly [ eventually ] 
go down . [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1104 ) , 1 7 78 : 17 . ] 
8021 . Ah tole yo ' 95 

percent of  de people in dis town an' othah towns have got frauded outa money goin ' 
tuh people , yo ' undahs tan ' ,  who claim dey kin do dose things an ' frauded ' em outa 

9 KNOTS TIED ABOUT BONE - KEEPS SICKNESS IN HOUSE 
money wit ' out any proof . Yo ' 
git a bone , a dead person ' s 
bone , yo ' undahs tan ' an ' yo ' 

would bury it  undah de step where de party is at , tying nine knots in dat bone , 
yo ' see , an '  it  will keep s ickness in de house , yo ' see . I t  will keep de people 
who can ' t undahstan ' one anothah - man ,  wife and daughter , dey can ' t undahstan ' 
one ano thah .  Dey all pull contrary somehow or anothah , see . An ' dey will nevah 
make de end [ends ] meet . 

(Well , how do you tie the knots  in that bone ? )  
Tie them in a cord an ' den t ie d e  bone wi t d e  cord . [New Orleans , La . , ( 816) , 

1155 : 7 . ] 
80 22 . Yo ' kin git a piece of  a dead body ' s bone but chew have tuh git two 

p ieces . An '  yo '  go tub a person ' s house while dey sleep in de night , an ' yo ' 

TO KEEP ASLEEP OR TO KILL - UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE 
CROSS 2 PIECES OF DEAD PERSON ' S  BONES - QUINCUNX 

cross dat crossways lak dat 
[make a cross ] ,  yes sir , 
right in de middle part of 
de hous e ,  undah de middle 

sill . [ This crossing o f  two bones at the middle of the house creates a quin
cunx. ] Yo ' bury it dere an ' it won ' t be long ' fo '  dat person will b e  dead . [ For 
the soporific nature of graveyard dirt , see also Nos . 7 529-7530 , pp . 3298-3299 . ]  
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 704) , 952 : 6 . ] 

8023 . Dey take ' em an ' make luck pieces an ' things . A man kin take 
LUCK PIECE an ' weah ' em in ' is pocket fo ' tub gamble wit an ' things lak dat . 

(This bone o f  a dead person ? )  
A dead p erson bone . [Vicksburg ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 31) , 1001 : 14 . ] 

8024 . Says yo ' take lak dere ' s  a grave ro tten down or somp in othah lak dat , 
i f  yo ' happen tuh go an ' git dat bone , anything , yo ' kin dPess dat bone wit what

LUCKY BONE FOR GAMBLER - DRESS IT - WEAR UNDER ARM 
evah yo ' wanta dPess it wit , 
an ' yo ' kin use it , if it ' s  
[worn] undah yore arm or 

anything , yo ' kin dress it , an ' dey say dat ' s  good 
blers ] .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455 ) , 2 64 5 : 14 . ] 

tuh kill luck [of  o ther gam-

DEAD PERSON ' S BONE WITH RED BEANS 
LUCKY IF TIED OR SEWED UP IN BAG 

8025 . A dead person bone , a small dead per
son bone [a small bone from a dead person ] , 
an ' dey put it in a bag an ' a couple of  red 
beans an ' s tee l dust ,  an ' dey tie it  up an ' 

give it  tub yo ' or sew it up . Dat ' s fo ' luck. [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) ,  

TESTING DEAD BONE TO SEE WHETHER LUCKY 
1146 : 12 . ] 
8026 . Ah hear dem say dey goes tub de 
graveyard an ' git - dig down dere an ' 

git de lucky bone. Take it out an '  bring it home an ' dress it . Well , dey use 
HeaPt Co logne on i t  [ for a dressing] . 

(How do they use the HeaPts Co logne on it ? )  
Well , DEY WILL TEST IT OUT WIT DIS COLOGNE . DEY WILL PUT IT OUT AN '  LET IT 

DRY . IF DEY TALK TUH IT AN' IT MOVES , IT BE ' S  DE LUCKY BONE. 
(Well , would they go out to the graveyard ? They dig into a grave and get some 

kind of  a bone ? )  
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Yes , sir .  
(Jus t any kind o f  a bone ? )  
Yes sir , an y  kina bone . 
(They grab anything and run home? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(And tes t i t  out .  And i f  i t  isn ' t the right bone , they go back for another 

bone? )  
Dat ' s  right , go back fo ' ' nothah one if dat ain ' t de right one . [ St .  Peters

burg , Fla. ,  (100 7 ) , 1627 : 5 . ] 

BONE FROM DEAD CURES WARTS 
802 7 . Well , yo ' kin take a dead person ' s bone , if 
yo ' kin git one ; an ' if yo ' got wart s on yore han' , 
yo ' p icks dis bone up an ' dat ' ll take de wart s off . 

But yo ' put s  dis bone back down , don ' t carry i t  off no place . 
(But i t  must be the bone o f  a dead person? ) 
Dat ' s  right . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1452) , 2638 : 13 . ] 
802 8 .  Yo ' kin use dat bone [ dead person ' s bone ] in dis way . If a person is 

very , very , very evil , yo ' take dat bone • • •  yo ' could take dat bone wit chew home 

GRAVEYARD BONE BURIED UNDER STEPS 9 DAYS 
RETURNED TO GRAVEYARD lOTH DAY WORRIES VICTIM TO DEATH 

[ from the cemetery ] . Yo ' 
put it an ' bury it undah 
dere back steps unbe
knownst tub ' em  fer nine 

nights an ' nine days . Yo ' take it up de tenth day an ' take it back tuh de ceme
tery . It ' ll worry dem tuh de grave . [New Orleans , La . , (803) , 1121 : 11 . ] 

8029 . Well , dey sprinkle it roun ' yore house 
DUST OR POWDER FROM BONE OF DEAD in yore home , de  dus t of  dat dead person - de 

(1)  CREATES CONFUSION IN HOUSE dead folks ' dust yo ' know roun ' yuh home . Dat 
creates confusion . If dey want chew tuh leave, 

dey do dat j is ' tuh run yo ' ' way from dere . From de dead person bone , dis ole 
dust  from de bones ro tten . [Memphis , Tenn . , (941) , 1523 : 13 . ] 

8030 . Well , yo ' have tuh grind dat up , grind de bone of de dead man up . An '  
perhap s dey migh t put i t  intuh yuh food o r  p erhaps yo ' may drink . Why j is ' grind 

(2)  IN FOOD OR DRINK - STOMACH TROUBLE - SUFFAHIN ' A MAN 
it up fine or j is '  
take a hammah or 
sompin lak dat an ' 

beat it up - put it in a rag an ' beat i t  up fine , yo ' know , j is '  lak flour on 
somepin .  An ' put it  intuh yuh food or j is ' put it intuh whiskey yo ' drink or 
so ft drink or anything lak dat an ' yo ' drink it down . Why dat would give yo ' 
a tomic t rouble .  De balance of  yuh days yuh atomic will nevah be no good tuh yo ' . 
Keep yo ' in lingahin '  death . 

(What do they call that ? )  
Suffahin ' a man. [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , (511) , 5 7 7 : 4 . ] 
8031 . Take yo ' a bone - lak yo ' go tuh de graveyard an ' take yo '  a bone an '  

bury i t .  An '  pound it up . Pound fine , fine . An '  i f  dey wants tuh run yo ' 

(3)  SPRINKLED IN HAIR - RUNS YOU CRAZY 
IN FOOD - YOU PASS SNAKE-LIKE WORMS 

crazy , sprinkle some in yore hair . 
An '  dey ' ll keep dat . Or eithah put 
some in yore food . An '  den yo ' come 
in a leng th o f  t ime ,  yo ' begin tuh 

pass worms lak snakes . [New Orleans , La . , (1558) , 2837 : 10 . } 
8032 . Git chew some Heart Co logne , gi t chew some black gunpowdah . Go tuh de 

graveyard an ' go down dere as fer as yo '  kin reach . If yo ' kin reach de casket 
an '  git a bone - j is '  any bone yo ' gi t - take it , specially a ole graveyard where 
de b ones is awfully ro t ten . Git it an ' make a dus t [ o f  it ] . Jis ' git bone enough 
tub make a dust out of  it . Make it kinda in a powdah . Go dere - [I  mean] go back 
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home an ' put it  in a flannel [ clo th ] an ' weah it undah yuh left arm. Git chew a 

(4)  HEARTS COLOGNE - GUN POWDER - BONE DUST 
IN FLANNEL UNDER LEFT ARM - CHEW BLACKSNAKE ROOT 
AFTER 6 DAYS SEEK JOB FROM BOS S  - SPIT 

piece of blacksnake 
roo t dey calls it , git 
hit an ' put it in yuh 
mouth . Chew i t  up . 
Af tah s ix days yo ' dere , 
go tuh dis place where 

WEAR BAG 9 DAYS AFIER JOB I S  YOURS 

yo ' wanta git dis j ob an ' git tuh talkin ' tuh 
yo ' sp i t . An ' he might herd j oo off de firs ' 
back dere an ' yo ' git a j ob .  

(You wear this s tuff under your arm? ) 

dis fellah , an ' evah now an ' den 
time , but de second t ime yo ' go 

Yo ' weahs it fo ' six days , goes down tuh de of fice an ' carries it on . Nevah 
take it  off until nine days aftah yo ' git chure j ob . 

(Don ' t  take this away until you have been on the j ob for nine days . And then 
you don ' t have to wear it any more . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042) , 1688 : 2 . ] 

8033 . Go tub a graveyard where a man died , [ I  mean ] i f  he died a gamblah , 
an ' git dat bone [ one of his bones ] an ' put dat bone - pound it up well , yo ' 

(5)  GAMBLER' S-BONE DUST - DRESS WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
CONTROLLING POWDER - CINNAMON - SUGAR 

see , an ' put dat s ame 
ordah [ amount ] of con
tro Uin ' p()'IJ}dah in dat , 
an ' put dat c innamon in 

dere wit sugah [ these 3 sub stances dress the bone ] . An ' if he goes in any game , 
an ' if  anybody ' s p layin ' [ chances ] lak in a church or anythin ' ,  [ or ]  he ask ' em  
fo ' anythin ' ,  he controllin ' ' em , s ee - he gi t it  wit a smile , see . An ' he kin 
be a man dat do no t [harm? ] tub anybody , s ee .  [New Orleans , La , (1560) , 2855 : 7 .] 

8034 . A bone from a daid pusson depends whut chew wanta use it fo ' .  Now , yo ' 
kin use a bone from a dead pusson fo ' two diff ' ren ' thin ' s .  Yo ' kin us e it -
well ,  say three : yo ' kin use it fo ' gamblin' , yo ' kin use  i t  fo ' tuh hahm [harm] 

(6 )  BONE TOO HARD TO BEAT - FILE IT 
S ILVER DIME - CUT 4 NOTCHES IN 
STEEL DUST - 3 NEEDLES - CROSS LATTER 
ALL THIS IN RED FLANNEL - FOLD 9 TIMES 

somebody or somepin of dat sort . 
(How do you us e it for gambling ? )  

Well , now, yo ' take a bone . I f  
yo ' kin g i t  de bone an ' yo ' can ' t 
beat it , if it ' s  too hard fo ' yo ' 
tuh b eat , yo ' take dat b one an ' 

yo ' gi t chew a file an ' yo ' file dat bone . An '  as yo ' file dat b one , yo ' file it 
intuh somep in , a clean piece of white p apah where yo ' kin git all dat dust  yo ' 
file [ from ] dat bone . When yo '  git all de dus t yo ' want tub , o f fa d is bone , yo ' 
git chew a s ilvah dime an ' yo ' cut fo ' holes - not holes , but ah mean marks in 
de dime , .  j is ' lak whut is aroun ' dis ole p iece of ring ah go t heah [ shows it and 
demons trates ] . Yo ' cut a hole dere , one dere , an ' one dere , an '  one dere - yo' 
cut fo ' holes . 

(Sort o f  a notch , l ike you cut a piece of pie . ) 
Yes , sir , a notch .  
(Cut a li ttle piece o f f  o f  it . )  
Yes , yo ' cut fo ' lak dat in dat dime an' put dat dime in dere wit dat powdah . 

Yo ' git chew some s tee L dus t ,  see . Yo ' git de stee L dust an ' dis dime an ' yo ' 
put ' em in,  an ' yo ' git chew three needles . Yo ' take dem three needles an ' yo ' 
put ' em on a piece o f  flannel - red flannel . But chew put one lak dis an ' one 
dataway . Yo ' cross  ' em.  An ' yo ' put de othah one ' way up above it dataway in 
dis position . See? Now , yo ' wrap dis needle up here , yo ' wrap it ovah dis way 
firs ' . 

(Now, wait a minute . You have these two needles c ross ed l ike that [ I  demon
s trate ] ,  and then you put one above i t  like that ? ) 
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Yes , sir . 
(One - this top one is j us t  like you ' re making a "T" out of it . One , this top 

one is up above the "X'' [ the two crossed needles ]  there . )  
[ These 3 needles are now folded 9 times in a complicated rite : ] 
One ' s  above de othah , yo ' see . Well , dat ' s  de one yo ' fold , yo ' see . Yo ' 

fole dis othah one - when yo ' fole dis othah one , yo ' s ee ,  it ' ll fole right from 
dere tub dere . Yo ' kin covah dese othah two needles , yo ' see . Now , when yo ' 

fole dis way , dat one fold . See , when yo ' fole ovah disaway ag ' in ,  dat two folds .  
Yo ' foles disaway , dat ' s  three foles . An ' disaway , dat ' s  fo ' foles . Now , yo ' 
got fo ' foles dataway . Now aftah yo ' fole ' em dataway , yo ' take an ' yo ' fole it 
ag ' in .  Dat ' s five . An ' yo ' fole disaway . Dat ' s  s ix .  An '  fole dataway . Dat ' s 
seven .  An '  fole disaway . Dat ' s  eight . See? An ' yuh las t fole , d e  ninth fole , 
it ' ll be about dat big .  Dat ' s  yuh las ' fold . An '  yo ' fole j is '  lak dat . Dat be 
yuh las fole an ' it ' s  goin ' tub be j is '  - not a b it biggah dan what de needles , 
de length of de needles are . See , when yo ' git through foldin ' dat , dat ' ll b e  de 
length o f  de needles . 

Yo ' put dat in yuh pocket , or yuh pocketbook rathah . An '  now yo ' got dat in 
yuh pocketbook , be sure dat chew got anothah small piece o f  coin dat chew kin put 
wit dat besides dat silvah dime yo ' already have . Now , i f  yo ' got anothah silvah 
dime , yo ' put dat in de pocketbook wit dis othah s tuff dat yo ' j is '  finished . 
Yo ' put dat wit dat . Now , dat stee l dust an '  dose two s ilvah d imes , an ' dose 
needles is tuh draw money , see .  Yo ' kin go an ' shoot dice , p lay cards , anythin ' 
yo ' want . Yo ' needn ' t  tub worry . Yo ' might a-go dere an '  lose de f irs ' dollah 
yo ' have , yo ' might even lose de firs ' f ifteen or twenty dollahs . Don ' t worry 
about dat . Yo ' ll make dat back in de nex' two plays yo ' make . Yo ' ll make double 
of dat , yo ' ll make triple of dat . Dat s tee l dust an ' dem dimes an ' de needle is 
done draw yuh money tub yo ' . See . [New Orleans , La . , (832) , 1247 : 2 . ] 

8035 . Yo ' pound it up . 
(What do you get? ) 
Yo ' git a bone , any bone yo ' git .  
(A dead person ' s bone? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' j is '  pound i t  up . Yo ' 

dat long an ' make a thousan ' dollahs 
kin make a powdah . Yo ' kin t ake one bone 
wuth [worth ] of powdah , b ecuz it don ' t take 

( 7 )  BONE OF DEAD PERSON WORTH $ 1000 BECAUSE 1 GRAIN 
OF THAT POWDER GIVES SAME DISEASE BONE OWNER HAD 

but j is '  so  yo ' got one 
grain of dat bone . De 
person dat yo ' give dat 
tub will die wit de 

same disease dat he [bone 
disease . 

owner ] died wit . An ' soon as he take it he got dat 

(How would you give it to them? ) 
Well , yo ' d  have tub give it tub ' em in somepin , yeah . If it ' s  any way - de 

bes ' way yo ' could , if yo ' wus goin ' to do dat , i f  yo ' could git tub any of dere 
eats , or yo ' could git tub any of ' is coffee , or a drink of likkah or anythin ' . 
Jis ' de bes ' way tuh yore advantage . But j is '  as soon as he take dat he ' d  have 
de same disease dat de person dat ' s  daid . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189 , small-time 
doatoP , has 6 & 7 Books of Moses) , 2008 : 3 . ] 

(eb) . TYPES OF BONES FROM THE DEAD 

[A few b ones- from-the-dead rites were given on pages 543-545 , as well as s cat
tered throughout the text . Let us begin with a rite that could have been indexed 
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under gPaveyard and gPaveyard diPt margin titles on pp . 3248-3254 : ]  

8036 . An ' if s omeone die an ' yo '  know ' em good , j is ' , yo ' know , fresh buried , 
an '  yo ' git in troub le , yo ' go by an '  cut o f f  d ey left f ingah an ' put it in yuh 

FINGER BONE - FROM THE DEAD 
(1)  LEFr - RECENTLY BURIED - KNOWN TO YOU - ESCAP E  LAW 

( 2 )  LEFT - LITTLE FINGER - FROM DEAD WOMAN - GAMBLING 

pocket an ' dey nevah 
will ket ' chew [ catch 
you ] . [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 1334) , 1841 : 7 . ] 
8037 . Yo ' git de 
l i t tle fingah of a 

woman from de graveyard - de bone from de hand o f  a dead woman - de l i ttle- f ingah 
bone , an ' take dat an ' put it in yuh pocket . An '  yo ' kin gamble wit da t .  [New 

Orleans , La. , ( 8 5 9 ) , 1366 : 11 . ] 
(3)  MIDDLE FINGER - RIGHT HAND 8038 . A fellah had ca ' d  [ carried ] a daid 

he had some so ' t  
dat fingah . 

pus son fingah all de while an ' it seem as if 
[ sort ] of influence wi t othah gamblahs . He wouldn ' t  do ' way wit 

(Did he carry i t  any special way ? )  
He j is '  ca ' d it in ' is pocket . 
(Do you know what finger it was ? )  

I t  wu s  dis second fingah from d e  thumb , on ' is right hand . [Memph is , Tenn . , 
( 915 ) , 1482 : 9 . ] 

8039 . Ah heard dat dey take de middZe-fingah bone an ' i f  dey wants tuh b e  
lucky . 

(What do you call the middZe-fingeP bone ? )  
Uh ,  dis fingah heah [ demons trates ] .  
(The middle finger on the left hand . ) 

Yessuh ,  dis one [ demons trates ] .  
(The third j oint . That ' s  the j oint right next to the hand . ) 

Yes suh . 
An '  dey 

put dat in 
take dat an ' dey let it git hard an ' dry , an '  
de s tove an '  let it b ake till it b ecomes - it 

(4)  MIDDLE FINGER - LEFT HAND-JOINT NEXT TO HAND 

dey take den an ' dey 
b leaches whi te an ' lak 

BAKE - CRUMBLE TO ASHES - ASHES OF DOVE ' S  LEFT LEG 
MIX TOGETHER AND WITH LODESTONE AND SILVER DUST 

crumb ly . Den dey 
takes i t  an ' dey 
crumble it tub ashes . 
An '  dey take dose  
ashes , t ake d e  as hes 

f rom dat middle fingah , an' den dey take de ashes of a dove ' s  laig , of d is lef ' 
laig , an ' dey take dos e  two ashes an '  put ' em tuhgethah , an ' den dey put lode
s tone in dere . An '  aftah dey put de lodes tone , den dey take den an '  dey put dis 
s ilvah ; not de liquid quicks ilvah , [but ] yo ' know dis s ilvah da t ' s  kinda lak dey 
shake it out j is '  lak powdah . An '  dey take dose three thin ' s an ' dey mix ' em all 
tuhgethah . 

(The silver is j us t  like a powder you mean . It ' s  a silver j us t  like powder ? )  
Yessuh ,  gr ind it tuh a s ilvah powdah . Yo ' know , not de quicks ilvah whut chew 

po ' s  out , whut chew p o ' lak watah . An '  dey takes an ' dey mix do s e  three thin ' s 
tuhget�ah an ' dey s ay dat it will cuz dem tub have powah an ' dominion ovah me tub 
rule ' em. 

(A man would do that to get power over another man? ) 
Yessuh .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1412) , 2540 : 1 . ] 
8040 . Take dat bone [ demonstrates ] .  
(This bone from a dead man . )  
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Dis mus t be off de dead man . It mus t be his fo ' th fingah [de.onstrates ] .  
(Next to lit tle finger on lef t  hand . ) 
Dat ' s  right . Now yo ' take dis an ' yo ' gr ind i t  

a p iece o f  lode stone . Den yo ' git yuh silvah dime 
intuh dust . Den yo ' git chew 
an ' sew it up in a sack an '  

take yuh some honey . Yo ' 
know [what they] ca11s · 

honey , don ' t chew? Well , 
yo ' take yuh honey an '  

( 5 )  4TH FINGER POWDERED - LODESTONE - S ILVER DIME 
SEW INTO SACK - SOAK IN HONEY - GAMBLING LUCK 

yo ' set it in a saucah - po ' yuh honey in a saucah an '  j is ' put dat sack in dat 
plate [ saucer ] an ' let it s oak good . Turn it ovah , yo ' undahs tan ' .  An' dat 
makes yuh successful in gamb lin '  propos itions . [New Orleans , La . , (815) , 1151 : 1 . ]  

804 1 .  Well ,  ah ' ve heard fa ' luck , if  a person wanted to  git lucky an' make 
plenty of money , yo ' know , j es '  if someone died yo ' know . An '  cut dat li ' le 
[ fingers ] right in de s econd j oint , cut dis fingah from de second j ' int [ demon

(6)  LITTLE FINGER - SECOND JOINT - LEFT HAND 
WEAR IN EEL OR SNAKE SKIN SACK ABOUT NECK 

s trates ] . 
(The left hand . ) 
Yes , from de left hand , an '  
burn i t  un til i t  come j is ' 

white , j is ' , yo ' know. An '  j is '  tak,e it 
an' [or ] j is '  keep it round '[wrapped up ] 
yo ' live . 

an ' put it in a eel skin , fresh eel skin, 
wit snakeskin. Plenty good luck long as 

(Keep it where? ) 
Round yore neck , yes in a p iece o f  skin . 
(You t ie it  around your neck with a string or something? ) 
Yes , sir , let it hang down around about de middle of yore ches t .  See . 
(What sort of  luck is that supposed t o  give you? ) 

Wel l ,  i t  be fo ' luck tuh git a j ob ,  o r  win money , or speed-up do in '  anything 
yo ' wanta do . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1043) , 1692 : 11 . ] 

804 2 .  Yo ' kin take a pusson ' s  skull attah dey daid , thirty days at tah dey 
daid . [Nothing more is said about skull . ]  

If yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard an ' turn de ca sket 
clip off  de end o f  dis f ingah , an '  carry it back tuh 

roun ' an ' yo ' kin take one 
dey house an ' bury it tuh 

de s teps - dat ' s  
wherevah dey come ( 7 )  9 DAYS AFTER BURIAL - CLIP OFF 1 FINGER JOINT 

BURY AT VICTIM' S DOORSTEP SAYING "YO ' MOVE" 
FINGERNAIL FACING HOUSE - PEOPLE INSIDE WILL MOVE 

from yo ' know , or 
anybody dat yo ' have 
anythin ' ag ' inst -

dat ' s ab out nine days aftah dey ' s  daid , j es '  take de fingah o f f , j es '  so yo ' git 
one j ' int , an ' yo ' bury dat at de do ' s teps an ' say , "Yo ' leave , "  j es '  lak dat , 
an '  bury i t  down . I f  yo ' don ' believe it , yo ' try it , an ' i t  will b e  dataway . 
Vit de fingahnail up facin ' de house , j es '  lak dat , an ' dem people have tuh move . 
llobody will nevah stay at dat place . AH KNOWS TWO PLACES RIGHT NOW IN TOWN Ho
:BODY BEEN ABLE TUH STAY IN LONG AS AH '  M IN TOWN . 

(All you do , you j us t  go out there and j us t  take this finger and bury it in 
the door . You don ' t do anything with the skull? ) 

No , yo ' ain ' t gotta do nuthin wit de skull tub do dat . [ Fayet teville , N. 
Car . ,  (1438) , 2608 : 6 . ] 

8043 . Take de dead man ' s  bone , take fo ' of ' i s fingahs . Yo ' see , dese : one ,  
two , three , fa ' fingahs here . An ' take each one o f  ' em j ' ints . Yo ' undahstand . 
Yo ' take de end of dem fingahs , aftah all de meat ' s  done faded offa dem. 

(Either hand? ) 
No , no , take off de right hand. 
(All right . )  
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Dat ' s  ' is gamb lin ' hand, makes a gamb lin ' hand outa it . Dat ' s tub make yuh 
win , undahstand . Dat ' s  supposed tub make yo ' lucky , make yo ' win .  Take dem fo ' 

(8) 4 FINGERS - TIP-END JOINTS - RIGHT HAND - IN BAG WITH 
6 NEEDLES - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST 
CALLED GAMBLING HAND OR LUCKY HAND 

f ingahs here an ' 
dey chip ' em  right 
in half . When dey 
chip dem fo ' j ' ints 
in half , dey puts 

' em intuh a li ' le bag , yo ' undahs tand . An '  put some stee l dust in dere an ' lode
stone an ' six needles , gold-eyed needles , an ' s ew dat up an ' give it tuh yuh . 
Call dat a lucky hand. 

(For gambling . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 850) , 1313 : 9 . ] 
8044 . Git a dead man ' s  fingah in gamblin ' or anythin ' , any luck ; can ' t beat 

' em or nuthin. 
(Which f inger do you take of that dead man? Any finger? ) 

DOG FINGER Yo ' take dat one [ demons trates ] .  
(You take the index f inger of the right hand . By the way , what is 

the dog finger? What is i t ?  You have heard of i t ? )  
Heah ' s de do g  fingah. 
(Oh ,  that is  the dog finger ,  the index finger . )  [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 

1737 : 7 . ] 
8045 . Ah hear ' em say yo ' could take a daid man ' s  fingah an ' tote it in yore 

pocke t an ' it be good luck . 
(For what? ) 
Fo ' gambling . 
(Any particular finger that you know of? ) 
Dey say de dog fingah . 
(Which is  the dog finger? ) 
Dat de dog fingah [ demonstrat es ] . 
(You take - the index finger is the dog finger. )  [Dog finger is also mention-

ed elsewhere in Hoodoo. ] [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1066 ) , 1 7 24 : 16 . ] 
8046 . An ' den , yo ' could take a dead man ' s  fingah . 
(A dead man ' s finger . Which finger do you take? ) 
The decical fingah. It ' s  de only fingah dat is any good [ demonstrates ] .  
(Which hand is that? ) 
The right hand . 
(But the little finger o f  the right hand . ) 
Yes , an ' dis j ' int . 
(The firs t j oint . )  
Yeah - no - yeah . Dis one , de second j ' int . Di s [ demonstrat es ] de firs ' 

j ' int an ' dat ' s  de s econd j ' int . 
(I  s ee ,  the s econd j o int at the t op of the finger . All 

DECICAL FINGER AND right . )  
HAND OF DEAD BABY An '  yo ' take dat an ' carry it wit chew in yuh pocket . Ah 

could come right tub yo ' an ' long as ah has dat , but ah have 
tuh have - now , dat ' s  de deciaaZ. fingah of de dead man . Ah have tuh have mah 
deaiaal fingah on dis bone in mah hand , yo'  see . See , ah ' m  goin ' have mah hand 
shut , but ah go tta have mah fingah right on dere , mah deciaal fingah tuh , right 
on dis bone . Ah could come tub yo '  an ' ah say , loan me a dolZ.ah� loan me five 
do Z Z.ahs . Yo ' will be , yo ' couldn ' t  hesitate at all . 

(Almost anything you want , you get . ) [Richmond , Va . , (431 ) , 386 : 5 . ] 
8047 . Yo ' kin [ take ] a person ' s bone outa his laig , a li ' le small one of  ' is 

bones . Take a strand o f  ' is hair , live person ' s hair , whoevah yo ' want , an ' wrap 
it  aroun ' dat bone . An ' yo ' take dat bone , if yo ' don ' want tuh bury it , yo ' kin 
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put it in a close [or  dark ] corner wit de hair 
yo ' wish fo ' - if yo ' wish dose person tuh die 

aroun ' i t , yo ' know� an' whutevah 
or whutevah yo ' wish fo ' , den at 

LEG BONE - WRAP VICTIM' S HAIR ABOUT - BURY IN DARK CORNER 
WISH - 6 WEEKS HAIR TURNS WHITE AND WISH COMES TRUE 

[after ]  de six week 
dat wish will come 
true . Wit de hair 
wrapped aroun ' dat 

bone , becuz if yo ' wrap dat hair roun ' de bone , it won ' t 
BONE WILL TURN DAT STRAN ' OF HAIR WHITE . Yo 1 kin notice 
stran ' of hair white . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 688) , 95 7 : 1 . ] 

be long fo ' dat DEAD 
it . It  will turn dat 

JOSE BONE - BRIDGE OF NOSE FROM WOMAN 
BURN 2 WHITE CANDLES OVER - SAY NOVENA 
WRAP GARLIC ABOUT - SEW INTO RED FLANNEL 
GAMBLING HAND - RUB HAND ON - THEN OVER FACE 

8048 . Yo ' know what dat candle ' s  
fo ' � 
(No . )  
Dat candle ' s  fo ' gamblin ' purposes. 
(Well , how would you prepare any
thing of  that sort ? )  

Yell , i f  yo ' kin git de bone o f  a dead person - de bes ' thing dat yo ' kin use from 
a dead person , if yo ' kin git dat bridge o f  de nose , what ' s  in a person here . I f  
yo ' would p u t  i t i n  • • •  [ I  interrup t . ] 

(You mean the bridge o f  the nose? ) 
Yes , dat bridge in de nos e .  I f  yo ' 

tuh an '  make a novena [ ! ]  ovah dat , an ' 
(Well , after you get that bridge o f  

In your home or i n  the church � )  
I n  yuh home . 

kin git dat an 1 take dat an ' put it in , go 
burn two candles . 
the nose , where do you make that novena? 

( In your home . Then what do you do � )  
Den yo ' set two candles tuh burn . 
(You mean two candles before , or near it , or what ? )  
Two candles ovah it - undah whatevah yo ' got d e  candles in humin ' , have it . 

Dave whatevah yo ' got de candles in big enough so dat de wax from de candle will 
run right down in dat containah what it ' s  settin '  in . An ' have dis bridge of de 
DOse undah dat containah . Yo ' undahs tan ' ? An ' let dose  two candles burn out 
ovah dat . 

(What sort of candles do you use in a case o f  that sort ? )  
Yo ' kin use two white candles . 
(I see . All right , go ahead . )  

An '  yo ' wrap dat bridge o f  de nose of dat person wit one p iece o f  garlic . 
Divide it an ' tie it aroun ' de bridge o f  dat nose , an ' sew it in red flannel . 
An' let dat person keep dat piece o f - dat in . dat pocket , an ' when dey go tub a 
aa-blin '  house , or any place tuh gamble , rub dat ovah dere hands an 1 den rub dere 
hands ovah dere face , an ' put it back in dere po cket . An ' dat ' s  all dey ' ve got 
t:uh do wit it . 

(That ' s  a gamb ling hand? ) 
It ' s  a gambZin ' hand. 
(I see . ) [ New Orleans , La . , (828) , 1215 : 6 . ] 
8049 . Ah hear ' d  about dey gi ttin ' de bone , de haid part . 
(A bone from the head � )  
Yes , s ir .  Ah hear ' d  dat dey go out an ' g i t  dat , goes out dere an '  dig i t  up . 

Git de haid o f  a pusson . An ' when dey git de haid of  a pusson , beat up dat an '  
make some kinda diff ' ren ' li ' le thin 1 s dey calls handS , so 

JEADBONE OR SKULL dat dey have good luck an ' all dat . Dat 1 s  what dey do wit 
dat . [ For headbone see also pp . 38 ,  282 & 283 . ] [ Charles

tan, s .  Car . , (near 535) , 648 : 4 . ] 
805 0 .  (Did you say they could kill you with graveyard dirt? )  
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Yes , not with graveyard dir t  eithah . When yo ' spoke of  i t , ah remembah now 
about puttin '  things in p eoples . Yo ' kin take powdah from a graveyard - yo ' 
know , aftah a pusson been daid so long . Well , say if yo ' wanta put a daid man ' s  
bone • • •  Have yo ' heah of peoples putt in ' daid man ' s  bone in peoples ? ) 

{No . ) 
SKULL BONE POWDER IN FOOD FEllfiLIZES IN STOMACH 

PUTTING A DEAD BONE INTO VICTIM ' S BREAST 
Now yo ' take a pus son dat ' s  
been daid . Now ,  firs ' yo ' kin 
take de haid or skull , a man ' s  

skull , aftah he ' s  b een daid fo ' yeahs . Yo ' kin got [ go ]  out some place an ' find 
a skull . Scrape de skull off ,  j is ' scrape an ' scrape until yo ' git a powdah . 
Yo '  know as yo ' scrape , an '  it ' s ole , yo '  gonna git a powdah o f f  of it . Well , 
yo ' kin take dat powdah , or a woman or man kin do i t . If yo ' wanta put it  in a 
woman , yo ' [ a  man] kin do it ; if a woman wanta put it in a man , she kin do it . 
All right . chew take dat powdah an ' yo ' mix it up [ in ]  bread or in tea or in 
coffee , j is '  where it  won ' t show . Mix it up good wit sugah , where it won ' t  show . 
An ' let ' em drink dat . An '  when it gits down intuh ' em ,  dat stays moriced [moist]  
see , an ' dat bone will j is '  fertilize . Dat dust will fert ilize intuh a bone . Dat 
bone will clog right up tuh here [ demonstrat es ] . 

(Right up through his breast . ) 
Right up through ' is breast ,  an ' if yo ' don ' t fin ' some way tuh git it out of  

' em,  it will kill ' em. Evah t ime he breathe yo ' kin j is '  see dat bone j is '  up 
in ' is breas t .  Yo ' see dat bone by b ein ' moriced [mo is t ]  in yuh atomic , well dat 
cuzes dat powdah tuh fertilize intuh a bone , an ' dat keeps dat bone in here . 
[ S t .  P etersburg , Fla. , {1045 , excellent informant) , 1698 : 5 . ] 

805 1 .  Ah heard dat yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard an ' git one of  des e bones . I f  
i t ' s a s innah , yo ' kin take de bone off  ' is right foot , d e  big-toe bone , an ' take 
it an ' put some b lack peppah an '  salt an ' cayenne on it . Dat ' s  fo ' gamb lin ' . 

TOE BONE : BIG TOE BONE OF SINNER ' S RIGHT FOOT 
SEW INTO BLACK RAG WITH SALT - BLACK AND RED PEPPER 

AND BLUESTONE - UNDER STEPS 9 MORNINGS - THEN 
OVER DOOR PERMANENTLY - FOR GAMBLING LUCK 

{How would you handle that , 
then? ) 
Well , yo ' j is '  go an ' dig 
it up , see . Ah ain ' t nevah 
tried dat now. Go an ' dig 
it up , see , an ' cut dat 

bone o f f .  Yo ' have tuh git a saw an '  saw if o ff . Saw dat b one , dat j ' int dere . 
Saw dat off  an ' git chew b lack peppah , salt an ' bluestone , see . Well , yo ' car
ries dat home dere an ' let it s tay undah yuh s tep fo ' nine mawnin ' s , see . Well ,  
yo ' take i t  den an '  put i t  up ovah de do ' - j is '  lak yo ' sleepin ' in dis room , an • 
put it up ovah de do'  an ' let it stay dere den contin ' ly [ continually ] . But yo ' 
have tuh sew it up intuh a b lack rag , see.  Let it  s tay dere contin ' ly an ' den 
yo ' ll be  lucky in gamb lin ' . [Waycross , Ga . , { 1136) , 1848 : 1 . ] 

TOES OF DEAD MAN :  2 NEEDLES CROSSED FOR SHARP LUCK 
CIRCLE BLACK FISHING LINE ABOUT BOOTLEG WHISKEY 
SPRINKLE URINE HERE AND THERE ALONG LINE 
USE 3 HOLY NAMES - BACK UP - 5 MINUTE SILENCE 
SPIRITS IN DEAD TOES FRIGHTEN LAW MEN - CAN ' T  SHOOT 

8052 . Yo ' go in de woods . 
Yo ' make it tuh de woods , 
way outa town , an ' yo ' turn 
in an ' git chew a black 
l ine , a thread line - a 
thread line dat ' s  black , a 
spool of  thread . 
{Like a black f ishing line? )  
Dat ' s  r ight , lak a b lack 

fishin ' line . An '  yo ' turn in an '  gi t  chew two needles . Yo ' bring it [demon
strates ] from heah an ' yo ' roll dat lak dat , reel it  out from heah , j is '  lak yo ' 
s tealin ' dis whiskey . J is ' lak yo ' in dere stealin ' dis whiskey , yo ' draw dat 
fishin ' line , see , right on out . Yo ' s  right in heah . Yo ' b e  settin ' heah , an ' 
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yo ' draw dat fi shin ' line right on out . Well , yo ' git den an ' yo ' s top an ' yo ' 
have a li ' le yore wat ah in a tin can , yore p ee in it already , an ' yo ' po ' [ pour ] 
dat right down . Evah time yo ' s tops it [ the line ] po ' it down . All right , yo ' 
keep right on runnin ' [ out the line ] an ' go a certain distance . Ah [would ] say 
yo ' go about , aw j is '  a short s tep , yo ' know , aroun ' an ' den yo ' s top an' yo ' 
drop a li ' le bit  o f  i t  [ urine ] . Well , yo ' keep right on a-runnin ' [ the line ] an ' 

see , yo ' stop an ' yo ' drop a li ' le of  yore pee dere . An ' yo ' keep right a-runnin' 
an ' yo ' s top ag ' in a� ' yo ' put a l i ' le pee dere . An ' yo '  git right back where yo' 
s tar ted off  an ' put s ome mo ' yore pee dere . 

[The urine is sprinkled in a circle ab out his liquor . This is to  protect it . ] 
All right . Den yo ' look aroun ' . Well ,  ah did dis In de Name of de FatheP1 de 

Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost1 dat ah may Pest from aU evi l1 an ' dat ah may die [several 
words ] ,  an ' chunk it on away . All right , den yo ' back up an ' yo ' git up on dis 
lak dis heah . Yo ' back up off  it , s ee ,  where yo ' s top at . Yo ' backed up an ' yo ' 
look at it [ your whiskey ] .  Yo ' stop five minut es an ' yo '  don ' t say a word . Yo ' 
look at it . Den yo ' walk back up to it an ' yo ' look at i t  ag ' in . Den yo '  back 
up . Den when yo ' back up yo ' look in dat direction an ' j is '  turn an ' look an ' 
j is '  walk in dat direction .  An ' when yo ' git out in dat direction , yo ' ll have 
a seat an ' s et  down dere j is '  a few minutes an ' look at it . Don ' t s ay a word . 
J is ' look j is '  fo ' a few minutes . 

Den yo ' ll leave from dere an ' yo ' ll go tuh a graveyard . An '  if yo ' kin git 
holt of  a man ' s toes , yo ' git ho lt of  about fo ' or five of de toes tuh fo ' k  [ fork 
into the ground ] roun ' [ the goods for sale ] . Yo ' st ick ' em  in de ground , yo ' 
know , round [ the liquor ] ,  yo ' s ee .  An ' den yo ' say , Ah hope dis wi ll  be a fence 
fo ' a U  [ to keep everyone away ] ,  In de Name of de Fathah1 Son an ' de Holy Ghost .  
Well , devils [ evil spirits ] will be dere , see an '  dat will keep dem dere [ those ] 
mens [ law men ] from comin ' in lookin ' fo ' yo '  makin ' dis whiskey . Dey drove [ are 
driven ] away [by this p rotect ion ]  but yo ' dere , but yo ' know who dey are . See , 
yo ' keep ' em drove away , but chew stay dere , but dey cain ' t s tay dere . DEY ' LL BE 
FRIGHTENED . WHEN DEY COME AN '  CREEP AN '  STOP , BEGIN TUH LOOK , DEY ' U.  GIT FRIGHT
ENED . SOMPIN WILL HIT, ' EM ON DE BACK , SEE , AN '  DEY ' LL GRAB DEY PI STOL AN '  TURN 
ROUN ' AN '  DERE ' S  NUTHIN . YO ' HAVE HEARD OF THINGS SLAPPIN ' PEOPLE . AH KNOW 
YO ' KNOW. 

(You said you get two needles . What did you do with those needles ? )  
Yo ' take dose  two needles - yo ' take dos e  two needles an ' yo ' put ' em up on 

top of  dis heah stove , j is '  se t ' em up dere . See , dat ' s  tuh mean fo ' sharp luck. 
Yo ' carry dem needles fo ' shaPp luak . Yo ' put dem needles up dere an ' yo ' cross 
' em ,  see . Now, dem needles is dere fo ' dem devils . S ee ,  dem needles is dere fo ' 
dem devils , undahstan ' .  Dem needles is goin ' p ' int [ point ] at dem devils , undah
stan ' • WHEN AH CALLS DEVILS ,  DEM GUYS COMIN ' IN DERE GOIN ' TRY TUH RUN YO ' OUT . 
VELL , AH WANTA HAVE DEVILS DERE STRONGAH AS DEY IS , an ' dem needles goin ' hold 
' em , dey is arossed, undahstan ' .  Well , ah ' ll look roun ' , see , an ' put it dere , 
an '  den got de s tuff from de graveyard ,  y o '  see , done got dem folk ' s  toes , dem 
daid toes if it ain ' t nuthin but de bones . Ah got de toes . Well , ah done named 
dem , see . Ah name ,  j is '  say , de Fathah1 Son an ' Ho ly Ghost1 dat dey may keep 
·� all  devi ls . Well , when dem othah devils [ law men ] come , see , up dere tuh 
ketch me an ' carry me down an ' lock me up in j ail , dese things will keep dem 
parties of f .  DEY CAIN ' T  NEVAH GIT IN DERE , DEY ' S ALWAYS SCARED OUT . AN '  EVAH 
TIME DEY PULL OUT DEY PISTOL AN '  GO TUH SHOOT , DEY ' LL LO SE IT OR SOMPIN , DEY 
CAIN ' T  SHOOT . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1442a) , 2612 : 5 . ] 

8053 . Well , ah ' ve toted mahself 
WKAN BONE : SMALL TOE BONE - 2 FINGER BONES in cologne fo ' luck , a woman bones . 

Her small toe bones an ' den her 
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fingah bones , dese heah two fingahs heah [ points ] .  
(The two middle fingers ? )  
Dat ' s right . 
(What did you tote that for , wha t kind of luck? ) 
Luck in gamb lin '  an '  luck fo ' s ellin ' whiskey . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 28), 

257 7 : 10 . ] 
8054 . Well , yo ' take a bone , say dis wrist bone here [ demonstrates ] .  
(The lef t wris t . ) 
Yeah . Yo ' take de left wrist .  If it ' s  a evil 

ah might recite yuh [or  their ] name fast : "George 

WRIST BONE : FROM EVIL PERSON WITH POLICE RECORD 
GOT KILLED - 3 HI CKORY ST ICKS CROSSED - SET ON 
DE DEAD POT - A FIRE - TURPENTINE - LINSEED OIL 
DEMAND WITH CONTROLLING POWER EVIL SPIRIT TO KILL 

person , say like some fellahs 
Bohall , 1 1 "Up-j ump , de Devil11 

[ etc , ] ,  All dose fellahs 
had police records , bad . 
Dey got kilt , dey died bad . 
Dey had tuh hold ' em  down . 
Well , yo ' take his bone an ' 
yo ' would bring it  ovah 

tuh de house , an ' yo ' have what yo '  call de dead pot .  
(Dead what ? )  
Have a little pot about dat high , what de women use fo ' po ' in '  [ pouring ] on. 
(For  what? ) 
Fo ' po 'in '  on ,  tuh keep dere comb warm when dey are straight ' en '  [ s traight

ening ] women ' s hair . Well ,  dey got a small little pot  lak dat . I t ' s a little 
s tove , yo ' know. 

(Yes . )  
Well , yo ' take dat bone from dat evil spirit [ the spirit of the bad man killed]  

an ' yo ' take it dere , an' yo ' git some good whiskey . Yo ' know , an ' if he died a 
drunk . Dos e are people dat yo ' know [ about ] ,  yo ' know where dey grave , buried at , 
an '  yo ' go tuh dat mos t  paht iclah [particular ] grave an ' git dat bone .  Yo ' put 
dat on de fiah an '  yo ' boil dat . Now , yo ' set three hick ' ry sticks acro ss dere 
an ' yo ' set dat ri ght on top of dat bone . Af tah yo ' set dat on dat bone , why yo ' 
take whiskey an ' yo ' po ' ovah ' im, po ' ovah dat mos ' pahticlah bone . An ' aftah 
yo ' po ' it ovah ' im ,  yo ' demand ' im tuh go an ' kill So-an ' - so-an ' -so . 

(I  see . )  
An ' dey goes on an ' yo ' do ' s  de work . 
(I see . )  
Or else , yo ' wanta , say , run ' im ovahbo ' d  [make him j ump overboard ] ,  let ' im ,  

let a automob ile run ovah ' im. Yo ' always place him i n  a place dat he ' ll gi t 
kil t .  

(I see . You cross those hickory sticks ? )  
Cross  ' em across . 
(And then when you - this [ I  demons trate ]  is your pot .  Are the bones in the 

po t ? )  
No , dat ' s  what d e  sticks are dere fo ' .  Supposin '  d e  pot about dis size [dem

ons trates ] .  Well , yo ' place [ demonstrates ] one here , one dere , an ' one here . 
An '  den yo ' place de bone right ' cross dere lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  

(Oh , acros s  the s ticks . )  
Acros s  de sticks . Dat i s  tuh [ I  interrup t ] • • •  
(Then what do you do wi th the pot? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' mos ' ly use a li ' le turpentine an ' linseed oil in dat pot - turpen

tine an ' linseed oil in dat pot . But yo ' s tart yuh fiah slow , j is '  so , so she 
[pot]  make an ord ' nary steam. Dat is tub keep a certain pressure on ' im .  Den 
yo ' demand ' im wit aontro Uin ' pOlJJah , say ,  "Ah demand yo ' wi t aontroUin ' p01Hah 
tuh go ovah an ' do such-an ' -such a thing . Go ovah an ' kill Such-an ' -such a one ." 
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An '  yo ' [ the spir i t ]  must do so . 
(I see . )  [New Orleans , La. , (819) , 117 1 : 2 . ] 

T H E  T H R E E  G R EAT SUBST I TUTES F O R  H UMAN BODY 

3419 

[As we have s een ,  there are many subst itutes for the human body : (1) anything 
that came from the body , such as blood , semen , urine , excrement , sweat , spit , 
hair , fingernails , toenails , and footskin ; and ( 2 )  anything that has touched the 
body , espe cial ly clothes . In thi s  division we shal l examine three entit ies that 
are no t a part of the body and yet p reeminently represent it - photograph and 
name and Ze tters and handWriting. Of these three , name already has occurred so 
many times in the preceding rites , I shal l s tart here wi th photograph . ]  

1 .  PHOTOGRAPH 

8055 . Well , de pichure - see , lak mah pichure an' yuh pichure , it ' s  in a 
frame , in a b ig  frame • • • •  Take dat pichure an ' put i t  intuh a b asket ups ide down ,  

an ' aftah dat , about three o r  fo ' days ,  
BASKET - FRAMED PHOTO UPSIDE DOWN IN yo ' begin tuh have a misery in yuh haid 

an' yo ' don ' even know whut it is all 
about . Come tuh f ind out , de p ichure lak dis will run yo ' s tone crazy , if yo ' 
don ' go see [ a  doato� ]  about it right away • • •  [ I  turn off  machine too soon ] . 

(You put this picture into what ? )  
In tuh a basket . Put chure face ups ide down , any kinda baske t , turn yo ' ups ide 

down . [New Orleans , La . , (1561) , 2858 : 1 . ] 
8056 . Sleep on i t  [ a  photograph ] with the nights and the 

BED - SLEEP ON PHOTO p erson can ' t rest and they ' ll j ust be dreaming and think
ing o f  you.  See? That ' ll make them think of  you all the 

time . [Elizab e th City , N .  Car . , ( 557) , 438 : 9 . ] 
805 7 . During my childhood days I heard that a sick person who was very trou

blesome and worried them and worth a little money , the only thing you could do 
[ to kill this  person and ] to s top the law from c� 

BED - PHOTO UNDER - 3 DAYS ing into it : This person went to a hoodoo , and he 
told her to take this person ' s picture and turn it 

upside down unde r  the [ sick ]  bed and wat ch it s effect . In three days the person 
was a corpse . You turn a photograph down like that , and you watch the person and 
see if he don ' t  ge t weaker every day . When you lay it down you are turning the 
life down like that . [ Freder icksburg , Va. , by Ediphone . ]  

8058 . Well , sho ' [ sure ] but it ' s  gotta be on tin [ tintype ] .  Yo ' take de one 
dat ' s  on a tin . Yo ' kin take dat photograph an ' yo ' kin take it an ' lay it up 

undah yore bed fo ' nine days an ' night , an ' dat 
BED - PHOTO UNDER - 9 DAYS photograph will fade . Dat photograph will fade 

away an ' de people gona disappeah .  Dat ' s  when yo ' 
vant ' em tub disappeah outa yore sight . Dat ' s  when dey bothahin ' yo ' . Well , 
yo ' take dat an ' lay it undah yuh bed fo ' nine days , an ' de mo '  dat photograph 
fade away , dem peop le git out a  yore sight . [New Orleans , La . , (1574) , 2896 : 6 . ] 

8059 . I ' ve heard that they could make a person 
BED HEADBOARD - PHOTO BEHIND follah them by means of using their pi tchur e .  

They claim that they would put that i n  the head 
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of the b ed ,  j is '  take i t  an ' tack it behind the bed in the headboard . An '  that 
person whose p itchure it is , why [he ] will be at their beck-an ' -call at any time . 
[Richmond , Va . , (406 ) ,  361 : 3 . ] 

8060 . I know what I can do 
long as I got her photograph . 

to bring a g irl back , i f  she wants to leave , so 
I can take her photo graph and bring her back . 

BEDS PRINGS - PHOTO BOTTOM UPWARDS - CROSSWAYS ON SPRINGS 
UNDER HEAD OF BED - HEAD AT WEST AND FEET AT EAST 

FOR 9 DAYS - IT WILL RUST - ALSO TURN COMPLETELY AROUND 
ABSENT WOMAN WILL RETURN HOME - THEN WEAR IN HIP POCKET 

Well , I ' d take the 
photograph , you see , 
and I ' d  put it bo t tom 
upward , you know , 
cro ssways underneath 
the head of the bed . 

I can take the photograph and put it  under the head o f  the bed , bottom upwards , 
and put the head at the wes t  and feet at the east [ photo faces east as does a 
corpse ] , you see , and put dat dere for nine days . So when dat nine days are up 
and that s t arts to rus ' [ rust ] ,  you take tha t up and put it in your pocket . Wear 
in your hip po cke t and she ' ll come back . She won ' t do nuthin till that rus ' es , 
you see . When you put i t , it  rus ' es crossways , you see , on the springs you know. 
I t  rus ' with the springs . I don ' t know [ how ] i t  come to br ing her b ack , b ut it 
will do it j es '  as soon as that starts to rus ' . And you take that out and put 
it in your pocket . The actual p itchure itself had to be  against the springs , 
but i t  have to be a tintype . You s ee [ demonstrates ] the face is  up this way and 
you turn it down [ face to springs ] , you see , and let the head be to the wes t and 
the feet to the east [normal position fo r burial o f  corp s e ] . That ' s  according 
to the direction as she went . I f  she went eas t ,  you do that ; if she went wes t , 
you put the head den [ to the eas t ] , j is '  ever way she went . You p ut that [ on 
the springs ] underneath your pillow . And WHEN THE NINE DAYS IS  UP , THAT THING 
WILL TURN COMPLETELY AROUND , THAT PICTURE WILL . When the nine days is  up and 
that thing [ p ic ture ] tums around , she ' ll come home . [ Baltimore , Md . ,  (148) , 

BIBLE - PHOTO - WHITE HANDKERCHIEF - 9TH DAY 
94 : 13+85 . ]  
8061 . They say if someone ' s  away 
an ' you have a pho to [ o f  the per

son ] , you place it in a white pocket han ' chief an ' put it in the Bible and they 
will come b ack on the ninth day . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (162) , 74 : 2+85 . ]  

8062 . If dis party is o f f , ' way off , an ' yo ' 
BIBLE - STAND PHOTO ON HEAD IN want s  tuh see dem , well if  dat p ichure - dey 

say is a t intype pichure - dat yo ' could turn 
it up on i t ' s haid in a Bible , up side down , an ' i f  dey can , why dey ' ll come . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1355) , 2 373 : 5 . ] 

806 3 .  Jes ' lak a person wanta hurt someb ody , yo ' know , a lady dat dey don ' t 
lak .  Dey kin take huh pichure an ' take it an ' put i t  in a bottle , an ' turn dat 

BOTTLE UPS IDE DOWN - PHOTO BURIED IN 
bottle bottom upwards , bury it in de 
ground . An ' de mo ' dat pichure swell , de 
mo '  she ' ll swell ; an '  when dat bot tle 

breaks , de woman would bu' s t  wide open . Ah ' ve seen dat done . 
(You simply take her picture and put it  in the bottle and turn the bottle up

s ide down and bury it . )  
Yes s ir ,  an ' de pichure swells an ' de mo ' it  swells , de mo ' she swell , an ' 

den she bu ' s ts  open an ' die from it . Ah ' ve seen a woman die from dat . 
An ' de way ah ' ve seen people git live lizards put in ' em , ah ' ve seen dat done . 

[ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1266 ) , 2146 : 2 . ] 
8064 . Yo ' know dese cheap photograph where all de s tuff kin come off . Ah 

mean de t intype . Well yo ' put dat down in some watah an ' all dat stuff shell of . 
Yo ' don ' t  put in so [ too ] much watah , a li ' le bit of watah - see , j is '  a li ' le on 
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it  tuh soften it . Git all dat out an ' yo ' put dat in a bottle , see . An '  yo ' put 

BOTTLE BURIED WITH PHOTO WATER 
BOW OF CAP - TOENAILS - PERFUME 

some perfume in dat , an ' den yo ' put dere toe
nails , an '  yo ' put s de bow of de cap [ 3  ingred
ients added to pho tograph water ] . Yo ' know dat 
l i ' le bow at de bottom of ' is cap , 11 ' 1e roun ' 

bow .  Take dat an ' put dat in de 
(What will that do to you ? )  

bottle , an ' yo '  s top dat up an ' bury dat . 

Dat will kill yo ' . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 504) , 55 3 : 5 . ] 
8065 . [The rites o f  this margin t itle give the simple act o f  burning a photo

graph , usually in a fire already made . More comp licated burning rites will be 
found later in this sec tion and elsewhere in Hoodoo . ] 

BURN THE PHOTO Jes ' lak yo ' have a photograph an ' - say ah wuz goin ' wit a girl 

maybe s tart 
me tub have 
burn it up , 
' long .  An' 
2199 : 2 . ] 

an ' ah had ' er photograph . Well , maybe ah ' d keep it  an ' ah ' d  
goin ' wi t ano thah girl . All right , dis o thah girl didn ' t like fo ' 
dis photograph . Ah take de photo graph an ' throw it in de fiah an '  
an '  i t  makes dis othah girl sick an ' j es ' lingahin ' an '  lingahin' 
firs ' an ' las ' she dies , pales away . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1299) , 

806 6 . I f  yo ' burn anyone ' s  photograph up ,  dey will die .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1461) , 2650 : 10 . ] 

806 7 . Dey say dat , but ah nevah seed dat natchel [natural ]  mahself . But dey 
say yo ' kin take dere pichure , a t intype , especi ' ly de tintype , an ' yo '  kin burn 
it an '  dat person will d ie .  

(Burn it ? )  
Burn i t  up . 
( I  see . ) 
Jis ' take it an ' burn it  up . An '  dey say dey will die .  Well , now , ah nevah 

saw dat d one . Ah ' ve j is ' heard talk o f  dat . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , (756) , 1034 : 7 . ]  
8068 . A pusson cu ' d  take yo ' photograph an ' burn it . I f  dey burn i t , well 

yo ' j is '  abso lutely goin ' be a man dat git burned . If  d ey throw it ovahbo ' d  
yo ' s  prak ' ly [ practically ]  goin ' de same place dat chure pichure went , yo '  undah
stan ' . An '  fin ' ly [ finally ] de same dat [who ] threw dat p ichure ovahb o ' d ,  dat 
one dat , chew know , gotta come an '  git chew . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (524) , 626 : 1 . ] 

8069 . Ah heard dey take de photograph an ' throw it in de fire or throw it  out 
somewhere an ' do ' way it . An' yo ' s  gone . S ay ,  dey ' s eithah daid or dey ' ll trav
el .  [ Sumter ,  s .  Car . , ( 1370) , 242 7 : 5 . ] 

8070 . If dey are ' way from home , dey say yo '  kin take dere p ichur e an ' burn 
it up , an ' yo ' nevah wi ll see ' em any mo ' . Yessuh , if  dey ' way from home . Yes
sub, if yo ' b urn up dere p ichure , dey ' ll nevah come back any mo ' . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (1378) , 2447 : 7 . ] 

807 1 .  I f  anyone take yo ' pitchure , dey say dey - j i s '  DE VAY DEY TREAT YO ' 
PITCHURE , dey say DAT ' S DE VAY DAT YO ' LL BE TREATED . I f  anyone take yo ' pitchure 
or burn it up or sump in lak dat , dey say dat yo ' ll be treated lak dat BEFO '  YO ' 
DIE . [Wilmington , N .  Car. , (193) , 9 6 : 2+85 . ] 

807 2 .  Throw it [ your pho tograph ] in de fire an ' burn i t  up an ' dat ' ll make 
yo '  fall in de fire an ' git burnt . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 24 ) , 216 : 2+85 . ]  

80 7 3 .  They take your picture and burn it , and take the ashes and take them 
aDd hide it , and you will lose your mind . [Fredericksburg , Va . , (18) , Ediphone . ]  

8074 . They claim that if they burn your picture up you will lose your mind . 
(Ocean City , Md . ,  (18) , by Ediphone . ] 

8075 . Dey burn de p ichure up . 
(That wi ll kill a person ? )  

Yes . [Faye ttevil le , N .  Car . , (1406) , 2527 : 16 . ] 
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807 6 . [ There are many simple s tatements about burying a photograph . The 
present ones are given here to es tab lish the margin title . Later in the section 
we shall meet many burial of photo rites . ]  

Dat ' s  accordin ' to whut it be  taken on , yo ' know . If  it  b e  
BURY THE PHOTOGRAPH taken on tintype , dey kin take hit , yo ' know , in de groun ' ; 

an ' as i t  fade , dat ' ll cause yo ' tub fade away . Yo ' see , 
as hit fade away , as [so ] yo ' fade away . Yo ' ll git tub go - look like , yo ' know ,  
somebody goin ' intuh T . B . o r  somepin othah .  

(Jus t how d o  they bury that ? Any particular way? } 
Jis ' - dey kin j is '  take it an '  j is '  bury it  anyways ,  see , an ' anywheres , yo ' 

see . 
(I  see . } [Vicksburg, Miss . , ( 714} , 982 : 6 . ] 
8077 . I heard that they could take your photograph and , i f  the pers on wanted 

to harm you , they could take your photograph and bury it ; and that they thought 
you ' d have bad luck or some ill omen would befall you . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (school 
teacher from near Richmond , Va . , one of group interviewed together} , 2 : 5 . ] 

807 8 . (What do they do with your photograph? } 
Dey takes it  an ' turns it  up . Dat ' s why ah don ' t  give nobody mine . Dey takes 

it an ' digs a ho le an ' turn yo ' on yore face an ' bury it .  
(What will that do to you? } 
Dey say dat kills yo ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1272} , 2152 : 1 . ] 
8079 . Well , now, dere ' s  two thing ah know dey kin do wit a photograph . Da t 

ah know. Dey kin go tub work if dey wanta - if a man lef ' dere wife , dey kin 
take dat photograph an ' turn it ups ide down , an ' den yere husban ' will come back 
home to yo ' .  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1362} , 240 2 : 1 . ] 

8080 . They take them [ pho tographs ] ,  they say ,  and bury ' em in the ground 
and kill yeh . [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438} , 55 7 : 9 . ] 

8081 . Ah ' ve heard dat if it ' s  on t in an ' yo ' bury it , dat gives yo ' de head-
ache . 

(The photograph . }  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1521} , 2712 : 10 . ] 
808 2 .  Bury it  on d e  face t ub  kill ' em .  
(Bury this photograph on i t s  face and that will kill them . } [Memphis , Tenn . , 

(9 25} , 1502 : 13 . ] 
808 3 .  Dey tell me dey take a p erson ' s photograph and buries it . I t  will run 

' em  crazy . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1001} , 1617 : 8 . ] 
8084 . Yo ' kin git de pho tograph of  me if  dere is any dissatis faction between 

I an ' yo ' .  Yo ' is de woman an ' I ' m  de man , an ' yo ' kin git mah pichure . [ Once 

CASTOR OIL - ON PHOTO - BURY FACE DOWN 
again as so many t imes , I am a guinea 
pig - this t ime a female one ! ] Yo ' kin 
carry dat pichure an ' take up about half 

a tablespoonful of cas tor oil . Sprinkle de castor o il [ demons trates ] ovah de 
p ichure lak dat , turn it  down on de face , dig a li ' le dirt out de ground an ' put 
it on topa de pichure lak dat . An' I ' ll go crazy . [ For oil on photo , see tater 
margin title 9 DAYS e tc . ] [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (512} , 581 : 4 . ] 

8085 . They take it [ photograph ] an ' lay it  flat on its face , an ' then take 
two drops of chicken blood an ' cross that , and then pray ovah that : Our Fathah 

CHICKEN BLOOD - 2 DROPS - CROSS ON PHOTO - OUR FATHER PRAYER 
who art in heaven, 
hat towed be thy 
name, tet thy 

kingdom aome, tet thy wit t  be done . 
photograph . 

(What would that do? } 

An '  then that will work for you then on your 

Well , according as they use i t , j is '  like I said ; why then accordin ' to what 
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they wan ' a do . I f  they wan ' a  b e  good t o  you or wan ' a  b e  mean to you , or somepin 
like that , well you could do that , choo see . [ The cross  is made by dipping the 
finger into chicken b lood twice , . each time drawing the s troke of an "X'' or cro ss . 
Yes the Our Father Prayer can be used for evil as well as good . ] [New Orleans , 

CHICKEN - FEATHER FROM BLACK - ACROSS FACE OF PHOTO 
BURY FACE DOWN : WISHES - PSALM 36 - PRAYER 

La . , ( 812) , 1142 : 8 . ] 
8086 . Turn ' im  [his photo
gr-aph ]  down tuh de ground 
an '  make a wish wit dat 

black hen feathah an ' yore wishes will come true . An ' at de dawn of day , read 
a chap tah - read de 36th chaptah o f  de P salms of David . Yo ' pray tuh God an' 
ast ' im fo ' whut chew want an '  yo ' ll be purtty lucky tuh git it . 

(Use  the person ' s photo graph . How do you use that b lack feather?  What do 
you do with that ? ) 

Lay it across de p ichure , turn it  [picture ] down tuh de ground . 
( Face it down . ) [Little Rock , Ark . , { 8 8 7 ) , 1462 : 4 . ] 
8087 . Like i f  a lady or a man - a man wouldn ' t - or a woman wouldn ' t even 

hurt a woman like herself an ' a man wouldn ' t hurt a man like himself . Now , if 

CIRCUMAMBULATE PROPPED-UP PHOTO 9 TIMES 
JOHN DE CONKAH 'S ROOT - MAYFAIR POWDER 

back . Yo ' kin git ' er b ack . Yo '  go , yo ' 
Yo ' gi t chew some John de Conkah 's root. 
name , perfumed powder for body ] . 

(What kind o f  powder ? ) 

yo '  got a lady friend , say for instance 
she ' s  gone from here tuh London , Eng
land . Yo ' cares fo ' dis lady , an ' she 
don ' t care fo ' yo ' . Yo ' wants ' er 
git choo - yo ' got ' er photo already . 
Yo ' git choo some Mayfair Powdah [ trade 

Mayfair Powdah , an '  git choo some John de Conkah ' s root.  Yo ' take dis John de 
Conkah 's  root an '  dis Mayfair Powdah. 

(You take the John the Conquer root and the Mayfair Powder. All right , then 
vhat? ) 

John de Conkah ' s  root an ' dis Mayfair Powdah . Now , yo '  go tta take dis John de 
COnkah ' s root an ' yo ' go tta roll it out ' till it git tuh a powdah like dis May
fair Powdah. Supposed tuh sell yo ' Mayfair Powdah or de othah [John de Conkah] . 
Bow, af tah yo ' take dis powdah an ' dis earth [John de Conkah Powder] . Yo ' got 
' er photo . Yo ' go out in some private place at twelve o ' clock. Yo ' go in de 
daytime when de sun is b eamin ' ho t .  Yo ' s tan '  dis pichure anywhere dat yo ' could 
stand i t , even i f yo ' gotta put a brick down tuh s tand i t up . Yo ' go roun ' [ cir
cle ] dis pichure nine t imes an '  sprinkle it wit dis Mayfair Powdah an ' dis John 
de Conkah ' s  root. 

(Do you have to sprinkle the picture or sprinkle a circle around i t ? ) 
A circle around it  nine times . 
(All right . )  
Now , she ' s in London , England . 

yo '  don ' t have tub worry no more . 
she' s at . Dat ' s  wit ' er photo . 

An '  aftah yo ' do dat nine times fo ' nine days , 
She ' s  got ta come back regardless wherevah 

[ I  believe the person walks round { circumambulate) the propped-up photo once 
each day of the 9 days , sprinkling as he goes . ] 

(Why do you say London , England? Have you ever been there ? )  
I ' se nevah b een in London , England , but dat j is '  [ an illustration ] . 
(I see . WERE YOU BORN IN THIS COUNTRY? ) 

Well , I WASN ' T  BORN RIGHT ON DIS SIDE [ IN NEW ORLEANS ] . I WAS BORN ON DE LOW 
mAST OF ALGIERS [ ON WEST SIDE OF MI SSIS SIPPI , AN 1 10VER THE RIVER" PART OF NEW 
tm.EANS . ]  

(WHAT DO YOU MEAN THE LOW COAST OF ALGIERS? ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI? ) 
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ACROS S DE MISSISSIPPI RIVAH . 
{I see , I see . ) [New Orleans , La. , {860) , 1369 : 5 . ] 
8088 . They say they kin take a tintype of  a man or a woman that you ' re in 

love with an ' turn it ups ide down in a dark corner an ' keep it in the dark . 

CORNER - A DARK ONE - PHOTO TURNED UPSIDE DOWN 

CORNERS 2 OF PHOTO - OPPOS ITE ONES - BURNED 
JAB OUT BOTH EYES WHICH COULD CAUSE BLINDNESS 

Eventually they will pine away 
to nuthin an ' their thoughts 
wil l  be  on you always . [Rich
mond , Va . , {400) , 349 : 4 . ] 
8089 . I f  a p arty writes a 
party a lettah an ' sends ' is 
pitchure in i t , an '  he take it 

an ' j ab both of de eyes out of  de party , 
{What will it do ? )  

an ' burn two cornahs , dat ' s  bad bus iness . 

Give yo ' hard luck de balance o f  yore days , an ' yo ' liable tuh go b lind . 
{What two corners do you burn ? )  
Burn d e  right an ' left - burn d e  bo ttom one lef t an ' burn d e  top one right . 

[ Sumter , s .  Car . , { 1385) , 24 64 : 8 . ] 
8090 . Have taken dat [ photo ] an ' put it  intuh a trunk . Bury i t  bot tom down , 

[ I ] mean face down , an ' cut two cornahs offa it an '  write de name on de face , "I 

CORNERS 2 OF PHOTO - OPPOSITE ONES - CUT OFF 
WRITE ON FACE - NAME AND ME SSAGE 

FACE DOWN - IN OR NEAR HOUSE 

wan t chew tuh come home , "  or "I  
want chew tuh die . " I wr ite dat 
on de photo , "Want chew tuh lin
gab . "  Write dat on de face o f  de 
pho to . If dat face is down in de 

bot tom o f  de  trunk or down undah a s tep or anywhere , I could git j is ' so I kin 
git de face down at , neah o f  de home or in de home • • •  [ !  interrup t ] . 

(That will have to be written down . Which two corners o f  the photograph do 
you cut o f f ?  Which two corners ? )  

Go t tuh lay it face dis way , see [ demonstrates ] .  
{Which two corners do you cut o f f  now? ) 
All right [ demons trates ] .  Cut dis one here , an ' cut dis one down here . 
{You cut opposite corners . )  [Magic o f  the diagonal , see many examp les in 

Hoodoo. ] 
Yes , sir , opposite 
809 1 .  Ah' ve heard 

know , each cornah an ' 

cornahs . [ Savannah , Ga . , {538) , 656 : 5 . ] 
dat dey kin take yo ' pho tograph an ' cut both cornahs , yo ' 
pass it 'way tub a individual . Jis ' lak i f  ah had yore 

CORNERS 4 OF PHOTO - CUT OFF AND THROWN AWAY 

away in a p rivate place , whe re no one would 
always bring yo ' person ' ly towards me . 

photograph , if  ah was in company 
wit choo , ah would clip de fo ' 
cornahs tuh it an ' j is ' put it  

gi t tuh it  an '  see it.  An ' dat would 

{You cut off  the four corner s .  And what do you do with those four corners 
then? ) 

What chew do wi t de fo ' cornahs ? Well , yo ' kin j is ' cas t  ' em  as ide . Dey are 
no good . 

{You j us t  keep the pho tograph . ) 
Jis ' ke ep de photograph y o ' sel f .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , { 9 7 9 ) , 1586 : 10 . ] 
809 2 .  I heard ' em  say dat dey kin take a photogr aph an ' burn d e  cornah of  it . 
{Burn the co rner? )  
Burn de cornah , bend d e  fo ' cornahs o f  de pho tograph dat way . Take d e  pho to

graph an' j is '  take it  off an ' j is '  burn de cornahs . S trike a match tuh it an ' 
burn de fo ' cornahs . Take a s tick an ' pick dat up an ' • • •  an '  throw dat in de 
fiah .  ' Fore de end of de yeah , why somepin will happen tuh dat man or dat woman . 
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CORNERS 4 OF PHOTO - BENT BACK AND BURNED OFF 

CORNERS 4 OF PHOTO - CLIP OFF 
STICK IT IN CRACK - SPRINKLE SALT ON 

URINATE ON 9 MORNINGS 

I ' ve seen dat thing done mahself . 
[Petersburg , Va . , (443) , 413 : 4 . ]  
809 3 .  I f  he ' s  gone fah [ far ] 
o f f , yo ' could • • •  an '  clip each 
cornah off  it [photograph] an '  
stick i t  down , yo ' know , lak in 
a crack an ' sprinkle table salt 

ovah dat , an ' yo ' make urinate dere fo ' nine 
(Just s tick i t  down in the crack? ) 

mawnin ' s ,  an ' he ' ll be  back. 

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1493) , 2663 : 18 . ] 
809 4 .  Dey say dat she could take d e  photograph an ' nail i t  up , yo ' know, in 

de fo ' cornahs o f  de wall , an '  i f  de man ' s  o f f  an ' yo '  [ or she ]  want ' im tub 

CORNERS 4 OF ROOM - IN EACH SUCCESSIVELY NAIL PHOTO 
CALL NAME IN EACH CORNER - IN 9 DAYS HE RETURNS 

come back , yo ' take it an ' 
[demons trates ] put it  in 
dat cornah , an ' dat co rnah , 
an ' dat cornah , an ' den 

call de fo ' cornahs of de walls , j is '  lak no ' th ,  so ' th an ' eas t an '  wes t .  [ They] 
say in nine days he ' ll b e  back home . 

(You only do that once though? You put the photograph in one corner and call 
his name , then you take .that off  and p ut it in another corner . Then you take it 
off and put it  in another corner . )  

An '  den call de fo ' cornahs , j is '  lak dey say de fo ' aornahs of de world. 
[ This expression is from Reve lation of St . John the Divine , 7 : 1 . ] 

(But you only use one photograph , and you call each corner? ) 
An '  den call 1 is name . Say in nine days he ' ll b e  b ack home . [ Fayetteville , 

N .  Car . , (1411) , 2535 : 2 . ] 
809 5 .  Yo ' kin take a man ' s  pichure or a man kin take a woman ' s p ichure . If 

yo ' wan ' de person tub s tay aroun ' , yo ' kin turn it up an ' dey ' ll be aroun ' if 

CROSS MARK OF "X" ON MOUTH OF PHOTO 
PUNCH OUT EYES - BURY ON FACE - KEEPS HIM NEAR 

TURN UP - WALK ON - PERSON STAYS CLOSE 
TURN DOWN TO BRING RUNNING - EYES OUT RUNS BLIND 

yo ' walk on tub ' em.  If  yo ' 
want ' em tub come rushin ' 
right tuh yo ' at once , turn 
it down . Dat puts ' em on 
dere haid , dey can ' t s tay 
away . Den yo ' kin take de 

pichure ag ' in an ' punch de eyes out , put a "X" in de mouth , an ' bury it on de 
face of i t , but punch de eyes out an ' dat ' ll run ' em b lind . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 
(1384) , 2460 : 1 . ] 

809 6 .  If yo ' 
de eyes an ' bury 

didn ' t like a person , take dat pichure an ' make cross marks on 
it where yo ' often walks ovah , an ' dey will nevah bothah yo ' 

any mo ' .  
CROSS MARK ON BOTH EYES OF PHOTO 

BURY WHERE YOU WALK OVER 
(Just make a cro s s  over each eye? ) 
Jis ' make a cro s s  ovah each eye an '  bury it , 
yo

·
• know , in de path dat chew trods ovah , 

an '  dey ' d  nevah bothah yo ' ag ' in . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1493) , 2 663 : 3 . ] 

CROSS MARK OF 2 DIAGONAL LINES 
.JODUNG 4 CORNERS OF PHOTO - EYES CUT OUT 
&IGHI-HAND CORNER OF HOUSE - NORTH-EAST SIDE 
UIDERNEATH HOUSE ON TOP OF SILL - FACE DOWN 

809 7 . Yo ' take de pichure an '  
yo ' p lug both eyes out . Den yo ' 
take an ' yo ' put two cross mark 
right across lak dat [demonstrates] 
an ' den yo ' carry it tuh de right
han ' cornah of de house on de 

.u' theast s ide , an ' carry it an ' put it undahneat ' of de house up on top of de 
sill an '  turn de face down . An '  dey ' ll perish [ you] away . 

(How, after you cut the eyes out o f  that pic ture , you j ust cross it like that 
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[ demonstrate ] twice . You make diagonals across the picture in the shape o f  a 
cross like that twice . Then you bury it under - [ demonstrate ] here ' s  the house 
and here ' s the northwes t corner . Now , where would you bury it under the north
eas t corner? ) 

Yo '  j is '  put it right along - now heah ' s  [ demonstrates ] de no ' theast cornah . 
Jis ' put it ab out lak dat , up on top o f  d e  sill of  de house an ' turn it face 
down . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 4 7 ) , 2329 : 8 . ] 

CURSE - PHOTO - BURY 
KILL A PERSON JIB ' AS DAID 

AS DEY EVAH HA VE TUH DIE 

809 8 .  Yo ' kin take dat , j is '  a t intype . Yo ' kin 
take i t  an ' bury it an ' kill a person j is '  as daid 
as dey evah have tuh die . Yo ' take it an ' carry it 
out somewhere an ' yo ' dig a hole an ' put it in i t , 
an ' yo ' j is '  curse an ' say , "Ah hope dat yo ' ll die 

an ' nevah come back ag ' in . " An '  bury it . Dat ' s de way tuh bury an ' dey ' ll die . 
As dat tintype fade away , why dey ' ll fade away . Dey will shore d ie .  [Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1544) , 2805 : 2 . ]  

8099 . Take de photograph an ' put it  b efo ' yo ' face a cer tain time , certain 
hour of de day , whichevah hour yo ' sets . Some of ' em sets seven in de mawnin ' ,  

CURSE PHOTO - POINTING FINGER AT 
7 MORNINGS - 7 0 1 CLOCK - BURY ON FACE 

which dey claims dat ' s  b es t .  S et dat 
photo b efo ' yo ' evah mawnin ' an ' curse 
it . Point chore fingah at it an ' curse 
it , dey say ,  whatevah curse yo ' may wish , 

fer seven mawnin ' s ,  an ' bury it  upon it s face , face downwards ,  an ' dat curse will 
come true . [ Jacksonville , Fla. , ( 56 3 ) , 7 01 : 7 . ] 

8100 . Ah heer ' d dat yo ' could take a pho tograph an ' put , place i t  in de dark , 
yo '  s ee .  P lace it  in de dark wi th peppah an ' sal t .  Sprinkle on d i s  photograph . 

DARK PLACE - BURY PHOTO - WITH SALT AND PEPPER 
Wrap it up an ' put it  in a dark 
place . Well , yo ' say , throw it  
away an '  it  would cuz homes tuh 

be broken up or somep in lak dat . Ah hear ' d of  dat , too . [Norfo lk , Va . , (455) , 

DIRECTION IN WHICH SHE LEFT - TURN HER PHOTO IN 
431 : 3 . ] 
8101 . Jis ' lak mah wife wuz 
tuh leave me an ' go tuh New 

York or somewhere , an ' ah wanted ' er b ack , an ' ah could git ' er photograph , an ' 
could take it an ' b ring ' er back tuh me , an ' all lak dat . 

(Well , do you know what they would do with that ? ) 
Dey say dey would take dat photograph an ' turn it  tuh go from de 

home ; j is ' backward , back . Ah tell how she , de way she leave . Dey 
dat pho tograph an ' turn it , put de face towards de way she went an ' 
wards home , an ' de face o f  dat pichure would draw ' er back tuh me . 

(That ' s  al l they had to do ? )  
Yes suh , dey j is ' take dat . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1381) , 245 3 : 2 . ] 

way she leave 
could take 
de back to-

8102 . Ah heard dat yo ' could take yore photograph on a tintype - on a tin-
type . Take yore pho tograph , if dey wanted tuh do anything tuh yo ' , an ' keep i t  

DOOR - PHOTO UNDER - FACE DOWN 
HIS MIND • • •  RAMBLE • • •  BE 'S ALL AFLUSTERY 

layin ' on de face undah de do ' ,  an ' 
dat ' ll make his mind , yo ' know , ramble . 
He cain ' t stay dere , he gotta go . He ' ll 
wanta be gain ' all de time . Jis ' yore 

mind b e ' s all ajtustey.y an '  yo ' don ' t know whut tuh do . Yo ' ain ' t satis fied an ' 
yo ' cain ' t do yore work , j is '  unhappy . 

(Why would that cause that ? )  
Well , d e  pichure i s  layin ' o n  i t ' s  face . Dat ' s  whut de ole lady tole me . 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1523) , 2 7 16 : 6 . ] 
810 3 .  Take dat p ' o tograph an ' put i t  down o n  d e  face , an ' bury i t  undah de 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 34 27  

doors teps , an ' walk ovah it . Dey say dat person ' ll j is '  b e  gone . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 324) , 25 9 : 3+85 . ]  

8104 . Yo ' kin bury i t  on its face [ the picture ] at chure do ' too ,  ag ' in .  
Wrap i t  up in flannen an ' bury i t  down dere an ' evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s 

DOOR - PHOTO BURIED AT - STAMP ON 9 MORNINGS 
yo ' kin hit on it j is '  lak dat 
[ demonstrates by stamp ing foot ] , 
j is '  as yo ' walk , j is '  hit on it 
Ah ' ve seen ' em fade away . lak dat , an ' dat harms ' em. Yo ' ll fade away . 

(You j ust s tomp [ s tamp ] on it . )  
Yo ' be  goin ' but chew fades away tuh nuthin . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1547 ) , 2807 : 6 . ] 
8105 . Dey could take yore photograph lak if  yo ' s  a long way off . Dey kin 

take it  an ' put i t  at de front do ' where y o ' live at an ' read de 18th Psalm. In 
nine days yo ' ll come from where yo ' is , ah don ' t  care where yo ' is . 

DOOR - PHOTO AT - PICTURE PART ONLY 
WRITE ON IT PSALM 18 - ALSO READ IT 

(How do they put that photograph at the 
front door? Just what do they do with 
that ? )  
Dey will put it right at de front do ' an '  

dey will cut da t ,  yo ' know , j is '  de size  o f  yo ' photograph - cut dat out , see . 
An '  den would put dat piece right back ovah dat , dat same piece , an '  put dat 18th 
Psalm, yo ' know , writ ten on a piece o f  papah , an ' place it ovah dat . An ' den dey 
would read dat 18th Psalm in de Bible . An ' den in nine days yo ' ll surely return . 

[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1135) , 1843 : 9 . ] 
DOOR - PHOTO NAILED UPSIDE DOWN OVER 8106 . Well , if a woman don ' t  like you an ' 

go away , yo ' turn it [ phot ograph ] ups ide 
down [ face down? ] an' nail it up over the door . I t ' ll bring her back . [Richmond, 
Va . , (364) , 301 : 4+85 . ]  

810 7 . I ' ve heard tell of  
in ' it at  cheh do ' , an ' it ' a  

' em takin ' yuh photograph - of a t intype - an ' 
make s ickness . Yo ' become swollen , yo ' know . • 

j is '  run wild , see . An ' if anybody kin git 

bury
Yo ' 
tuh 

DOORSTEP - PHOTO BURIED UNDER it befo ' it russ es [ rus ts ] ,  why dey kin save 
yo ' - j is '  take it up . Dey bury it head-fore-

most .  Dey bury it ab out , yo ' 
undahneath yuh do ' s tep . 

know, about fo ' or five inches down in earth , down 

(What do you mean by head-foremos t ? )  
De head leans out from de do ' . Dat means dat choo ' ll die an ' dey bring yuh 

out , yo ' undahstand . It ' s  bottom upward . [Baltimore , Md . , (148) , 49 : 3+85 . ]  
810 8 .  Take a photograph an '  dig a hole undah a bottom of  a s teps , an ' turn i t  

down undah dat s tep right o n  d e  face , an ' dat will make yo '  leave a place where 
yo ' be at . 

(How do you mean make you leave? ) 
Jis ' lak if  yo ' stayin ' tuh a house lak dis [where we were s it t ing ] an '  dey 

want chew tuh go , say dey will bury it undah yo ' s tep , undah yo ' bottom do ' s teps . 
An '  dig a hole an '  turn i t  down , say dat will make yo ' go . [ Savannah , Ga . , 
(1278) , 2174 : 1 . ] 

8109 . Dey git hold o f  dat photograph so as tuh do yo ' any harm . Well , dey 
could take it an '  take it home wit ' em an ' bury it an ' keep i t  about , say two or 
three days sompin ,  somewhere round de do ' step . But it  ain ' t nuthin tuh kill yuh 
or nuthin lak dat . But it will , yo ' know , put chew in bad luck or give yo ' a bad 
feelin ' or somepin othah lak dat . [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , (1057) , 1716 : 7 . ] 

8110 . Now , if yo ' have a fren '  - unders tan '  me good - a girl fren ' dat lovin ' 
yo ' an ' she have yore photo . Well , she kin take de photo an' turn i t  down on de 
face an ' put it  undah de front s tep s , j is '  undah de sill of de house , an ' dat 
will make yo ' worry a lot about ' er .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1348) , 2329 : 6 . ] 
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8111 . I heard of  ' em git tin ' ho ld o f  i t  [ a  photograph ] an ' buryin ' it  under 
the doors teps so it with de face down , an ' makin ' yo ' leave . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , (163) , 74 : 4+85 . ]  

8112 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey would take dat an ' bury it undah de step , dat 
photo .  

(What would that do ? )  
Well , dat would bring yore lovah back , if  he ' s  le f t .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1089) , 

17 5 7 : 6 . ] 
811 3 .  A person could bury mah photograph bottom upwards undah mah steps an ' 

ah ' l l run o ff but ah ' ll sho ' ly [surely ] come b ack , come right back . [Memphis , 

DOORSTEP - BURN PHOTO - BURY ASHES UNDER 
Tenn. , ( 941) , 1 5 23 : 12 . ] 
8114 . If  a person got a photograph , 
if yo ' kin git it an ' burn it  up an ' 

have somebo dy tuh bury de ashes right b ack undah her s teps , well  dat will give 
her b ad luck . Dat ' ll run ' er away from town , make her move out dat hous e .  
[Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2002 : 7 . ] 

8115 . Git a person photograph on a t in type . Ah know dis one mahself . An '  
yo ' s tan '  i t  on d e  edge , put i t  in d e  groun ' where i t  will s tan '  on d e  edge , an ' 
let i t  lay dat way 36  hours in dat one posi tion . An '  den aftah den yo ' go back 

EDGE - STAND PHOTO ON 
an ' turn it ovah ag ' in ,  see . An ' if he ' s  away , he ' ll 
show up . 
In de same lak mannah , if  yo ' wanta kill any person wi t 

de tintype , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' lay it flat j is '  lak dat on its face an ' let it  
lay dere . In less  dan 36  hours dat individual will git  sick an ' b e  daid . 

(Now , that firs t  way , you put the photograph , you set it up like that [ demon
strate ] . I s  the head up or down , or does it make any difference? )  

I t  doesn ' t  make any diff ' rence , j is '  s o  it ' s  settin '  up on de edge . An ' den 
de nex ' time yo ' turn it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 2 9 ) , 2 7 32 : 7 . ] 

EGG - YOUR P ICTURE DRAWN ON - BURY FACE TO SUN 
8116 . They kin take a egg , 
draw their pitchure on dis egg , 
bury it with the face  t o  the 

sun ,  an '  i t  will cause ' em to be in troub le . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 789) , 1100 : 5 . ] 
811 7 .  Ah have mah pichure made an ' den d e  person 

EYES - OF PHOTO - DESTROYED who made mah pichure would bring it an ' ah re fuse 
tuh take it  out [ to pay for it ? ] .  Somebody would 

take dat pichure an ' scratch out de eyes an ' turn d e  head-part down , an ' dat 
would run yo ' blind . 

(How do you mean put the head down? Where do you put it down? ) 
Ah don ' t know dat . D ey j is '  tell me dat . 
(Where do you s et it down though? ) 
Yo ' j is '  set it  down any place , anywhere yo ' kin . 
(You mean on a tab le or s omething of that sort ? )  
Jis ' l ak  yo ' walk tuh d e  house an ' s et i t  down tuh d e  side o f d e  hous e lak 

dat . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 766 : 2 . ] 
811 8 .  I f  it ' s  a tintype , why dey kin kill yo '  wit de photograph . Take de  

photograph an ' punch holes in it an ' bury i t  on its face .  
(Would they punch that ho le any particular place ? )  

Well , s ome says punch out de eye part o f  ' em ,  but ah don ' t  know personally . 
But ah know ' em not tuh punch de eye part out , j is '  through heah [ demons trates ] , 
somepin j is ' look lak dey s t ick somep in through de neck of i t .  

(Right in the throat ? )  
Uh-hah . [Memphi s , Tenn . , (948) , 15 2 8 : 10 . ] 
8119 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey could take yo ' pitchure from yo ' house . Go dere 
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an ' s teal yo ' pitchure , take it tuh dere house an '  put it 
house , an ' take anything an ' punch de eyes of  it  out , an ' 

at anywhere in dere 
yo ' ll go blind . [Wil-

mington , N. Car . , (194) , 100 : 4+85 . ]  
812 0 .  Take a straight pin an '  s cratch de eye o f  

will run a person blind . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1472 ) , 

EYES CUT OUT - BURY PHOTO FACE DOWN IN MOCK GRAVE 

cut de eyes out an ' bury it on de face , an '  walk on 
(What will that do ? )  

He ' ll die . 
(What did you say ab out the eyes ? )  

' em on d e  photograph , dat 
between 2652-2661 . ] 
8121 . De photograph, turn 
it down yo ' know. Yeah , bury 
it on its face . See heah , 
off an ' don ' t look back . 

Cut de eyes out de pichure . Yo ' kin j is '  mark cros s dem ,  cut de eyes out . 
Carry it wherever yo ' wanta carry , don ' t  let nobody see yo ' [ dig a hole ] , covah 
it up lak yo ' bury a grave . [Waycross , Ga . , (1142 ) , 1859 : 8 . ] 

FACE DOWN - PHOTO BURIED 

then when they do that yo ' 
Fla . , (1016 ) , 1642 : 4 . ] 

8122 . Wal , ah understand that they take yore photo
graph , an ' they take the photograph an ' turn de pic
hure , de face to de ground , and they bury that . An '  
fades away an ' yo ' lose yore mind . [ S t . Petersburg , 

812 3 . Ah ' ve heard of it , de photograph . Yo ' kin take it , dey say an ' bury 
it , an ' bury it on de face . Dey say when dat pichure rot , why yo ' ll die . [Way
eros� , Ga . ,  (1107 ) , 1 7 81 : 9 . ] 

8124 . Well , yo ' kin take dat an ' yo ' kin bury ·it on de face yo ' know, an ' yo ' 
kin kill a person lak dat . Yeah , wit ' is photograph , j is '  bury i t  somewhere on 
de face . An ' tell me , say yo ' kin run ' em crazy wit dat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(117 7 ) , 1990 : 6 . ] 

8125 . Take de photograph an '  yo ' know , keep it  turn on its  face an ' yo ' • • •  
(What will that do if you turn that photograph on its  face ? [Pause . ]  What 

will that do ? [Pause . ]  You said it would make them come back , didn ' t  you ? )  
Yeah , dat whut ah said . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (135 9 ) , 239 3 : 5 . ] 
8126 . About dat photograph , ah had it done tuh me . 
(What did they do with it? ) 

Dey done take dat photograph an ' turn it on de face , an ' if dey kep t it  on de 
face , dat ' s  so  yo ' ll be suffahin ' a while an ' die . Dat ' s  what dey said tuh me 
an '  ah found out . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 7 ) , 6 33 : 2 . ] 

812 7 . J is ' lak if  yo ' husban ' happen tuh leave yuh , yo ' could take his pit
chure an ' lay on it s face an '  dat ' ll bring ' im b ack . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(187) , 88 : 2+85 . ]  

812 8 .  Take a tintyp e ,  if  yo ' kin git a tintyp e ,  a pastebo ' d  don ' t  do nuthin. 
But yo ' kin take a t intype an ' yo ' kin take an '  bury dat , yo ' know , wit de face 
turned down tuh de earth . An ' when dat p ichure molds away , den yo ' molds away . 

(I see . ) [ New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 108 6 : 3 . ] 
8129 . (What are you going to take now? ) 
Yo ' take his pichure . Now yo ' gon ' a  j is '  take dat pichure an ' yo ' know j is ' 

vhut tuh do . Yo ' take dat pichure an '  turn it ups ide down , j is ' turn de face tuh 
de ground an ' yo ' bury dat . Dat ' s  whut yo ' do wit dat . Whut ' ll happen? Jis ' 

lak it fade away , he ' ll fade away . [Algiers , La . , (15 9 3 ) , 2993 : 8 . ] 
813 0 .  If  dey got holt  o f  yuh photograph , if  it wus a tintype , an' put it 

down, bury it on de face , why yo ' wouldn ' t  live long.  
( I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 1 7 ) , 9 87 : 11 . ] 
8131 . Depends on de type of pichure it  is . I f  it ' s  a tintype pichure , dey 

kin make dat p erson j is '  fade away until dey j is '  go intuh skin an' bones , an ' 
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event ' ly [ eventually ] j is '  t ire away tuh nuthin , by bur ' in '  it face down . [Mem-
phis , Tenn . , (9 73) , 15 76 : 3 . ]  

8 13 2 . Dey take yer photograph ,  an ' 
an '  place somepin [ a  weight ] on it yo ' 

FACE DOWN - BURY PHOTO - WEIGHT ON 

dey take it an '  yo ' know , an ' turn it down 
know , an ' keep it turnt down . An ' den , 

dey tell me dat will cuz people tuh 
lose dere mind lak dat . [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1091) , 1758 : 14 . ] 

FACE DOWN - WRAP PHOTO IN CLOTH AND BURY 8133 . Dey take yer pichure - ah don ' 
know i t  [ from experience ]  but ah heah 

' em say dey take yer pi chure - an ' wrap it up in a clo th an '  bury it on de face , 
an ' dat will kill a person . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (1524) , 2721 : 7 . ] 

8134 . Ah ' ve heard dat a woman could take yer photograph an '  wrop it in one 
of ' er undahpieces an ' turn it down on de face , an ' as long as it lay dere , why 

FACE DOWN - PHOTO SHE WRAPS IN UNDERPIECE - BURIES 

FACE DOWN - PHOTO BURIED - GO TO A HOODOO TO DO IT 

dey say yo ' can ' t do any
thing wit no o thah woman 
but ' er .  [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 106 7) , 17 26 : 12 . ] 
8135 . Dey take dat p ichure 
an ' bury it on de face an ' 

as dat pichure fade away yo ' will too .  Dey have tuh g o  tub a hoodoo tub do it . 
Dey cain ' t do it demselves do [ though ] . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 30) , 1511 : 17 . ] 

8136 . Photograph , dey buries dat on yuh face . Go ovah tub de cemetery an ' 
bury it  on dey face , wit de face turned facin ' hell . Say , "Hell is now undah

neat choo . " 
FACIN ' HELL SAY "HELL IS NOW UNDAHNEAT CHOO" (What will that do ? )  

Well , accordin ' i f  yo ' put it 
deep , why den it wi ll kill yuh ; an ' if yo ' don ' t put it deep , why it will always 
make yuh in a lingahin ' pain.  [ I  make a one word comment about informant af ter 
he leaves : drinking . ] [ Charleston , s .  Car . , (515) , 601 : 2 . ] 

813 7 .  Yo ' kin take a p erson p ichure - if yo ' wan ' dat person tub love yo ' an ' 
don ' love nobody else but chew - yo ' kin take dat p ichure an ' in yore home , if 

FIREPLACE - NAIL PHOTO INTO CEILING OVER 
9 DAYS AFTERWARD - YOU CAN MANAGE PERSON 

yo '  kin git aholt  [ a  hold ] in de ceil
in ' of de buildin ' an ' put a nail , a 
brand-new tenpenny nail , right through 
dat p ichure an ' nail it right up ovah 

de fiahplace , on de s tuddin ' up dere , an ' put de ceilin ' back on i t ,  in nine day s  
yo ' kin handle dat person any way yo ' wanta .  [We learn about the condition of  
s ome house s : if yo ' kin git a holt in  de aei lin ' • • • put de aei lin ' baak on  it . ] 
[ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1366) , 2413 : 1 . ] 

8138 . Oat photograph , yo ' ain ' t  
got ta b e  taken perfect though [be a 

go t ta do nuthin wit dat but one thing . I t  
real photograph ] see . J is '  lak des e  Zi ' Ze 

FIREPLACE - BURY PHOTO FACE DOWN UNDER BRICK OF 
snappahs [see Zater] , Zi ' Ze 
snappahs don ' do yo ' no good . 
Yo ' gotta take dat photograph 

an ' turn it up side - backside - j is '  lak as if dis [points to ] wus yer chimley 
heah . Yo ' lift s  one of  dose bricks an ' put it  [photo ] undah dose bricks ups ide 
down . But long as yo ' got dat ups ide down ,  de pus son dat dat photograph is be
longin ' tub will nevah be no good . Yo ' got ta turn it ups ide down . [ I f  I remem
ber correctly , this is the only place where a snapper ,  snapsho t ,  is ment ioned . 
A photograph by a pro fes sional photographer must  be  used . ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
( 5 20 ) , 620 : 10 . ] 

8139 . An '  den yo ' kin take dat man photograph an ' yo ' kin take it  an ' bury it 
in de hay [ I  mean ] in yo ' fiahplace undah a b rick . An ' in buryin ' dat undah a 
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brick , when yo ' put dat down dere yo ' tum ' is face down an ' say , "Ah want chew 
tuh s tay down heah" - call ' is name - "an '  ah wan ' chew tuh stay down heah. Ah 

FIREPLACE - PHOTO UNDER BRICK OF - FACE DOWN 
CALL NAME - TALK TO IT - IN NAME OF LORD 

wan ' chew tuh come undah mah com
mand , to do as ah say do , In de 
Name of de Lord , bring peace an ' 
love in our home . "  An '  j is '  put 

it down dere , an ' as long as yo ' got dat pichure buried in yo ' fiahplace ,  de fiah, 
if he nevah move it [ photo ] he ' ll always be humble down undah yore feet . 

(Jus t how d o  you put that picture down in there? ) 
Yo ' j is '  turn it down as yo ' take up a brick , yo ' tum ' is face down .  [ Savan

nah , Ga . , { 1256 ) , 2128 : 6 . ] 
8140 . Take dey photograph an ' git dis gunpowdah out o f  a shell , wit sulphuh 

an ' salt , an '  go out in de field or in de house , wherevah yo ' want t o .  Co ' s e de 

FIRE - FIREPLACE OR STOVE - PHOTO FACE DOWN 
GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

TELL INGREDIENTS WHAT TO DO 

gunpowdah makes sech a noise . Yo ' 
kin put dis pichure face down on 
dis an ' make a fiah undah it . 
(Face down on what ? )  
On de fiah . See , yo ' make a fiah 

an ' den yo ' put dis pichure face down on a piece o f  papah wit de gunpowdah an '  
sulphuh , an '  sal t  an ' graveyard dirt . Tell it dat , "Ah want chew tuh run dis 
person away . Ah want chew tuh kill ' em. " But mos ' ly tuh kill de person .  When 
de fiah ketch on de pichure , it will kill de person . [ Fayetteville , N . Car . , 
{1419a) , 2557 : 5 . ] 

8141 . Now , if  yo ' wanta kill somebody 
don ' wan ' a use but j i s '  part o f  it . J is ' 

wit dat , yo ' take de photograph . Yo ' 
take o ff , if  it ' s  got a foo t , yo ' know 

FOOT - THE RIGHT - CLIP FROM WHOLE PHOTO 
ROLL BODY PART TO YOU 3 TIMES - THROW AWAY 
PUT FOOT PART IN BOTTLE WITH 9 MUSTARD SEED 

AS SOON AS PERSON DIES HIS SPIRIT WILL NOTIFY YOU 
BY MAKING YOUR RIGHT SHOULDER JUMP - THROW BOTTLE AWAY 

some got a whole pho to
graph , some got j is '  a 
part , some go t j i s ' de 
haid . Some got j is '  de 
body , s ome got de whole 
an ' some got j is '  de 
haid . I f  yo ' wants to 

kill s omebody , an ' it ' s  de whole one ,  yo ' cut off , j is '  clip off de right foot , 
an '  take dat whole photograph an ' take it an ' tum i t ,  j is '  turn it . 

(You take of f the right foo t . And then how do you tum that , now? ) 
Jis ' take it  an ' tum it tuh yo ' , j is ' roll it , lak yo ' take one roll , two 

rolls , three rolls [ to you] . Understan ' ? 
(Keep rolling it to you . The foot part or the rest  of the pho tograph? )  
No , d e  res t o f  d e  whole photograph . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  Jis ' roll dat lak dat 

three times an '  j is '  carry it anywhere , don ' care where yo ' throw it , j is '  throw 
it out somewhere . Well , now , hit ' s  gone on away . All right . Yo ' takes dis 
right foo t , an ' bring it  on back tuh de house , but chew do nuthin wit it den. 
Let it stay dere , at  leas t six or  seven hours , somp in lak dat . ' Bout six or 
seven hours aftah yo ' done dis , hold i t , take de pichure of dis foot , takes an '  
puts i t  down i n  a bottle , j is '  d e  smalles t bottle yo ' kin find , an ' puts ah reck
on ' bout dat much of mustard s eed , lak yo ' ket ch dat much [ demonst rates ] . 

(Jus t a little p inch of the mus tard seed . ) 
Drop it  in de bot tle , wit ' out anything in it - j is '  say about nine ,  if it 

ain ' t but j is '  a haid [means foot ] .  Drop i t  in dere an ' stop it  up , an '  j is '  
keep dat wit choo all de time . Dat ' s  tuh influence dat person . Keep dat wit 
chew . An '  yo ' weah it a while . 

Well , no quickah den dey die , yo ' gon ' a feel dat right shouldah j ump ,  j ump 
j is '  lak sompin skip ovah it . S oon as it do dat , yo ' mus t  take it [bottle ] an ' 
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throw it away lak dat . Throw it lak dat . [ I f  informant demons trated , I missed 
it . ] De safes t way , de spirit comin ' tuh yo ' an ' givin ' yo ' a no tice dat dey 
daid . Don ' t care where dey are . 

(Right after  this notice that they are dead , you mus t throw this bottle away 
right then? ) 

Right then , de right arm will move when dey come . 
(You will have that little kick then in the right arm? ) 
Dat ' s  right . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 2632 : 7 . ] 
814 2 .  Well , lak if dey got enemy people an ' dey have a tintype pichure of  de 

take dat pichure out 
tub de forks of de 
road , an ' yo ' ll bury 
dat pichure wit de 

person whut dey t ryin ' tuh do hahm [harm] tuh , well dey ' ll 

FORK OF ROAD - PHOTO BURIED FACE DOWN - TWO-HEADED PEOPLE 

face down . An '  de person whut dey doin ' hahm tuh yuh , as dat face is down , dey 
will always have a upstirred mind , an ' dey ' ll feel lak dat dey wan ' a kill dem
selves . But dere is a way outa dat , wit dis pichure buried . Dey got �o-headed 
peop le - in our , all di ff ' ren ' towns - kin do away wit dat wit ' out gittin '  de 
pichure , by goin ' gittin ' methods f rom de whut choo call de fortunetel lah people .  
Dey go t methods fo ' dat , dat ' casion [ o ccasion ] . [ This i s  my only example o f  a 
�o-header having to consul t fortunetellers for methodS . Her e , this shows the 
tendency in Hoodoo to rid itself o f  the �oheader badge by replacing it with 
fortune te l ler and other names , all of which were old . Was the term �oheader 
originally a white or a black word ? ] [New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1135 : 5 . ] 

8143 . Take dey photograph an ' yo ' kin go tuh a point of a road [ fork of  road ] 
too , wit dat . Yo ' go tub a point of a road wit dat photograph an ' yo ' ll go tub 

FORK OF ROAD - OR [POINT OF A ROAD] - BURY PHOTO 
UPSIDE DOWN - NAME ON - AND BAD WI SHES 

work an ' yo ' ll write dat per
son ' s name on dat photograph , 
an ' yo ' ll turn it ups ide down , 
an ' yo ' ll put it dere wit bad 

wishes . Yo ' go tta say bad things an ' yo ' ll bury dat photograph an ' put it dere 
wit bad words , an ' yo ' ll turn it upside down fo ' nine days . 

[Here recording machine turned o f f  momentarily while informant spoke about 
name mentioned later . ] 

(You do that at the fork of the road? ) 
Yessuh , at de fo ' k  of  a road . 
(How do you write that name on the back? Jus t write one name? )  
J is '  dat fellah name. Yo ' don ' wan ' chure name dere . [Al giers , La . , (1602) , 

3024 : 5 . ] 
8144 . Yo ' kin take a pichure an ' yo ' kin take some love s tuff powdah an ' yo ' 

kin take dat . Take de pichure an ' burn all fo ' cornahs off o f  it , an ' yo ' kin 

4 CORNERS - PHOTO - BURNED OFF 
MIX WITH LOVE POWDER - WEAR ABOUT WAIST 

4 CORNERS - PHOTO - BURN OFF 
3 DAYS BURY IN GRAVEYARD 

wrap it up in dat love poodah an '  wrap 
i t  up an ' weah it roun ' yore wais t , an ' 
dat ' ll bring love . 
(Make a p erson love you? ) 
Yes .  [See also margin title CORNER . ] 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1320) , 2263 : 7 . ] 
814 5 .  Ah have heard dat dey would take 
yuh photograph an ' burn off de cornahs 
an ' carry it out tub de cemetery an ' 

bury it underneat ' de earth , an '  let i t  s tay dere fo ' three days , an ' den tuh 
bring i t  back . Why? I f  dey wanted da t person . If  dey was wishin '  fo ' dat per
son tub die , why dat person would die . Yo ' s ee .  

(Well ,  when they brought that photograph back , what would they do with that ? )  
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When dey brought i t  back ,  why dey kept it . Dey kep t it in dere possession . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla. , ( 988) , 1593 : 8 . ] 

8146 . (And then what ? )  
Dey could take yuh pichure an ' take fo ' leaves . 
(Leaves ? )  
Yes ,  lak green leaves .  
(What kind o f  leaves ?  From what?  From a tree in  the woods ? )  
Yes s ir ,  a tree . 
(What kind ? Any particular kind? ) 
Yes , s ir .  Dem ole tree ovah here . Tree ovah here , dat eldahberry tree [ I  

am looking at ] right where ah ' m  set tin '  here now. 
(Elderberry tree . Take four 
elderberry leaves ? )  

4 ELDERBERRY LEAVES - 1 ON EACH CORNER OF PHOTO 
WRAP - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - TO SEND AWAY 

Yes , s ir .  
(All right . )  

runnin ' watah . Yo ' go tub any watah whut ' s  
an ' chunk i t  in . An '  dat will run yo ' away 
[Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (744) , 1013 : 8 . ] 

An ' wrap ' em around each cornah 
of dat pichure , an ' take it tub 

runnin ' ,  no t de rivah only , a bayou,  
if  dey didn ' t want yo ' fo ' tub stay .  

8147 . Cut - dey could cut i t  in fo ' parts .  Well , dey could take i t  an ' tro ' 
[ throw] it  ovahbo ' d . Dey could take it an ' tro ' in de fiah hole or sompin lak 

4 PARTS OR P IECES - PHOTO CUT INTO 
dat , yo ' undahstand , an ' make dey vishes 
when dey doin ' dat , yo ' undahstand . An ' 
j is '  whut dey vishin ' - an ' tro ' it ovah

bo ' d  or in de fiah or cut it in fo ' parts . Vell , somebody vill cut cha tub 
death . If dey tro ' it ovahbo ' d  why yo ' vill go ovahbo ' d  an ' git drownded . If  
dey tro ' it in  de  fiah , vell p rob ' ly maybe yuh clothes may ketch afiah from yuh 
cigarette chew smoke or yo ' l l ke tch afiah s omehow an '  git burned up . [ The word 
photograph is not mentioned but clearly meant . ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (511) , 
5 76 : 4 . ] 

814 8 .  Yo ' kin take a person ' s pichure 
an '  put it  up undah yore do ' s tep , an ' put 

an ' put it on a new piece of lumbah , 
a p iece o f  dere hair in de toadfrog 

FROG - LIVE - 1 HAIR OF VICTIM IN MOUTH OF 
PHOTO OF VICTIM LAID ON PIECE OF NEW LUMBER 
IN HOLE UNDER VICTIM ' S DOORSTEP - ANIMAL HELD 
ON PHOTO OVER NEW LUMBER - DRIVE PEG THROUGH 
HEARTS OF FROG AND PHOTO - FROG AND VICTIM DIE 

mouth , an ' drive a nail in hit , 
in de toadfrog heart an ' de pi
chure heart , on de new piece of 
lumbah whut chew go t drive down. 
Drive a peg through ' is heart 
an ' through de heart of  de tin
type p ichure . An ' aftah dat 

toadfrog die , yo ' ll die . An ' put dat up undah yore do ' step s o  yo ' ll come out 
ovah it evah mawnin ' .  When dat toadfrog die , yo ' ll die . 

(You put this picture on a new p iece o f  lumber , then you put the frog on the 
pictur e .  Then you drive a nail [or  p e g ]  right through the hearts o f  al l  of them. ) 

Right through both of ' em heart an ' put a hair out ' is haid in ' is [toad-
/FOg 's ] mouth . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1225 ) , 2080 : 9 . ] 

FROG - LIVE - TIE HIND LEGS OVER HIS BACK 
PUT VICTIM' S PHOTO IN FROG ' S  MOUTH 
STICK 9 NEEDLES THROUGH FROG AND PHOTO 
BURY FROG 3 FEET DEEP AT SUNDOWN 

8149 . Well , dey take yuh pitchure . 
Why dey git a big one a [of ] dem b ig 
frogs , great b ig green frog. Dey ' ll 
take him an ' take yuh photograph , an' 
dey ' ll take nine needles wit gold 
eyes dat nevah wus used . Jis ' take 

dam right out de package .  An ' dey ' ll take dat frog ' s  feet an '  tie it back of ' is 



3434 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

back , j is ' lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  
(Bend the living frog ' s  hind legs over his back and tie them there . )  
An '  aftah tyin ' ' em back dere , both of  ' em ,  tie dem back dere an ' st ick dem 

needles . Put ' is pitchure in dat frog ' s  mouth , an ' st ick dem needles all through 
dat frog . An '  dey ' ll bury dat frog three feet in de ground , any place in de 
ground , j is '  at sundown. An' it ' ll keep yo ' sick an ' worried , an ' yo ' ll die . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 23) , 213 : 5  or 138 : 5+85 . ] 

8150 . [This margin title about graves and graveyards shows how difficult the 
arrangement or ordering of material in Hoodoo has been . All the following rites 
could have b een placed under section DEATH - BURIAL - GRAVEYARD , pp . 3293-341 9 . 

GRAVE - GRAVEYARD - S IMULATED GRAVE 
(1)  GRAVEYARD - PHOTO BURIED IN 

These beliefs , however , actually emphasize 
pho togPaphs . ]  
Lak if  yo ' got a pers on an ' yo ' don ' t lak 
' em an '  yo ' want ' em tuh stay from yo ' , 

when yo ' go dere an ' git dere hat , pichure or anything an ' take it tuh de grave
yard an '  bury it - an ' dey will be gone fo ' good . Yo ' will nevah have no more 
trouble wit ' em.  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1025 ) , 1661 : 1 . ] 

8151 . Yo ' kin take p erson ' s  photograph an ' yo ' kin kill ' em wit it . Take 
de photograph o f  a person an ' take it tuh a cemetery an ' bury it ; an ' when yo ' 

( 2 )  GRAVEYARD - PHOTO BURIED IN FACE DOWN 
bury it , bury it on it ' s  face . 
I t  may be prob ' ly two weeks or 
three , dat people will d ie .  Dey 

cain ' t live becuz dat pichure is buried dere . As dat pichure fade away , dey 
pas s in '  away ; j is '  as dat pichure pass away , [ they pass away (I  turned off  
machine too  soon to catch las t 3 words) ] .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 153 7 ) , 2 7 7 7 : 2 . ] 

8152 . Well , yo ' go in de graveyard an ' bury dat . Dig it [ ground ] up an ' put 
' em down ,  yo ' know whut ah mean , put dere face down j is '  in it [ hole ] an ' it will 
disapp eah by de rain. 

(Put this photograph f ace down in the graveyard and they will die ? )  
Yes . [New Orleans , La. , (157 0) , 2884 : 4 . ] 
8153 . Take dat photograph - now yo ' kin take de face of i t  an ' bury it down 

in de cemetery dirt . Go out dere an ' bury it . Take de face of dat pichure an ' 
bury it down an ' kivah [ cover ] i t  up . 

(What do you mean , the face of  i t ? )  
Yo ' know d e  face , lak when yo ' have a pichure taken . D e  face whut chew look 

on , not de back .  Where de pichure i s  faced , lak de pichure facin ' - j is '  lak dat 
pichure up dere [point s to wall ]  de face of it , yo ' see , turn it down . Dig a 
hole an ' bury it . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1207) , 2040 : 8 . ] 

8154 . Take yer photograph an '  put it in de  cemetery bottom upside down an ' 
yo ' soon gone . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 2391 : 3 . ] 

8155 . Well , yo ' kin take a person ' s p ichure , j is '  lak a person mad wit chew . 
Jis ' lak takin ' li ' le pieces , yo ' take de li1 le pieces [ o f  torn-up photo ]  an ' go 

(3 )  9 DAYS - DEAD IN - IF TEAR PHOTO TO PIECES 
SALT - PEPPER - IN PAPER - BURY GRAVEYARD 

tuh any graveyard where dey 
[ few indis tinct words ] an ' 
turn [ unclear words ] an ' 
bury dat pichure , dey ' ll 

die . Yo ' bury de pichure in de graveyard 
(You bury it with this salt ? )  

an ' in nine days dey ' ll b e  daid . 

De salt an ' dis peppah . [ The photo is torn into pieces , sprinkled with salt 
and pepper , wrapped or tied in a piece of paper , and buried in a graveyard . ]  
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 15 04) , 2671 : 1 . ] 

8156 . Yo ' could write dere ' nitials on de photograph an ' yo ' could take i t  
tuh d e  cemetery an '  d i g  yo ' a hole an '  bury it . Den af tah yo ' would bury it , 
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yo ' see when hit go ' way , yo ' see , de p erson go ' way - dey would have tuh .  De 
pichure fade away , yo ' s ee ,  dey goes j is ' lak de pichure did . 

(4) INITIALED PHOTO BURIED IN GRAVEYARD 

(5 )  6 FEET DEEP - BURY PHOTO FACE DOWN 
AFTER PLUGGING OUT ITS EYES 

(Where do they go to ? )  
Dey die . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(13lla) , 2224 : 9 . ] 
815 7 . Take de photograph an ' i f  yo ' 
wanta hurt ' em or kill ' em , take 
dere photograph an ' bo ' [bore ] a 

hole s ix foot in de ground an ' p Zug out chure [photo ' s ]  eyes , an ' bury it on its  
face . Dere yo ' are . S ee , covah it  up . [ The preceding word p lug in the slang 
o f  U . S . A . could mean to punah out the eyes . That could be the meaning , but in
forman t back in 19 39 lived in and near watermelon country - early melons shipped 
north . I sugges t informant took out a pocketknife and with four strokes cut a 
square about each eye , lifting out a coffin symbol .  As a boy in Illinois , I 
plugged many watermelons out in truck-garden country . ] [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1110) , 
1783 : 8 . ] 

815 8 .  Yo ' kin take a photograph , write dat name 
times , call fo ' a six feet grave - call fo ' her [ a ]  

o n  de back o f  it , say three 
six feet grave . [ But actual

ly ] dig a hole aroun ' s even 
( 6 )  6 FEET DEEP - CALL FOR GRAVE 3 TIMES 

AFTER WRITING NAME 3 TIMES ON BACK 
OF PHOTO - DIG HOLE 7 INCHES DEEP - BURY 
FACE DOWN - COVER - CRO S S  ON WITH LEFT FOOT 
TURN AWAY - PERSON DIES WITHIN 9 DAYS 

inches deep . Turn ' er face 
goin ' down tuh de p its [hell ] 
of  de  earth . Covah it  back 
up , put yer left feet on it , 
make a cro ss an ' turn away . 

�Z ls for - asks the spiri t s  or God - for a 6 
a grave 7 inches deep . Does this signify the 
pression is no t  used in HoodOo. ] 

[ I do no t know why informant 
foot grave and then proceeds to dig 
7 gates of hell ? The lat ter ex-

(And what happens to her ? )  
She dies . She dies within nine days . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1045) , 1697 : 2 . ]  
8159 . Well , if ah had a girl an ' loved ' er very much an ' ah wanted tuh kill 

' er ,  ah take her pho tograph - ah won ' have tuh go tuh de graveyard or no p lace , 

( 7 )  6 FEET DEEP - 4 FEET NORTH - 4 FEET WEST 
4 FEET SOUTH - 4 FEET EAST 
4 FEET BACKWARDS NORTH - PHOTO BURI ED 

yo ' know , j is '  any place out 
in de fie l ' an '  ah walk fo ' 
feet no ' th ,  fo ' feet west , fo ' 
fee t  so ' th , fo ' fee t  east , an ' 
back up fo ' feet no ' th ,  yo ' 

undahstan ' , an ' dig six 
an' bury dis pichure on 
away wit it . 

foot deep [ surely means 6 inches ,  symbolical o f  6 feet ] 
i t ' s face . An ' as dat pichure fade away , she will fade 

(Now , when you walk to the north and the wes t  and the south , you walk forward 
from where you are going to dig the hole . Then from the [ intended ] hole you walk 
back four s teps toward the north? ) 

Back fo ' s teps no ' th .  
[ Informant selec ts a spot out in the country where he will dig the simulated 

crave . This spo t is the lower right-hand corner of a square . From this corner 
or future grave spot , he walks forwards 4 feet north , 4 feet wes t , 4 feet south , 
aad 4 feet east back to the s tarting point . A four-foot square has been marked 
off , a square symbolizing a grave and the four aorners of the earth (Rev. 7 : 1) .  
After reaching the intended grave s ite , informant turns his back and walks back
wards 4 s teps or feet north , retracing his s tep s  to the upper right-hand corner 
of our square . By walking backwards he has confused any evil spirit that could 
.. ve been lurking at the propo sed grave s ite . [ The latter of course was not 6 
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feet but 6 inches deep . Hoodoo has a number of 6 inch deep graves symbolizing 
6 feet . Was the grave dug at the lower or upper right-hand corner of the square? 
Either would have been a safe place . ]  [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1364) , 2405 : 6 . ] 

8160 . Ah hate tuh explain dis ' cuz ah wouldn ' t  lak tuh have dat on mah han ' s .  
( I  won ' t do anything with it , I j us t  wanted to know . ) 
Oh , yo ' j i s '  wanted tuh know . Ah hate tuh explain dis . It ' s  j is '  lak if yo ' 

have dere photograph . Well , yo ' take dis an '  bury it fo ' feet in de ground on de 

(8) 4 FOOT DEEP GRAVE - CALL NAME 3 TIMES 
BURY PHOTO FACE DOWN - DEAD IN 9 DAYS 

face an ' repeat dere name three 
time ; j i s ' who somevah it is , woman 
or man . Jis ' lak mah name Justine 
Richardson , j is '  take yo ' an ' dig 

dere , an ' dey ' ll be daid in nine a hole fo ' feet in de ground an ' turn it down 
days time . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1210) , 2045 : 3 . ] 

8161 . If I want tuh kill yo ' , I git s omebody 
tograph . Yo ' know I want it . I t ' s  got tuh be a 

( 9 )  GRAVEYARD D IRT - ON TOP OF PHOTO BURIED 
THEN COVER WITH ORDINARY DIRT 

tuh take a t intype of yo ' , pho
t intype . I wan ' a  put me some 
graveyard dirt an ' I ' ll bury 
dis tintype pitchure o f  yo ' 
headforemo s '  down . First ,  put 
de tintype in de hole , covah it  

wit dis  graveyard dirt , an ' put de othah dirt on  top o f  it ,  but  let  j oo b e  face 
foremos ' .  An' when dis dirt undah dat groun ' ll rot an ' j is '  takes all dis here 
whare dat yuh pitchure been drawed , dis ' ll mold , yo ' re gone . [ Baltimore , Md . ,  
( 142) , 44 : 2 . ] 

816 2 .  Take 
people say yo ' 

it tuh de graveyard an '  bury it . But i t ' s  supposed tuh - some 
put it right in de graveyard . But chao , well yo ' puts it in dere ,  

( 10)  GRAVE OF SOMEONE - BURY PHOTO IN 

corps e ]  face down . Nevah turn i t  wit de 
(What will that do ? )  

too , but i t  supposed tuh b e  buried 
sometime on top of somebody , somebody 
dat ' s  in dere , wit de [ photo not 

face up . 

Well , dat would some t ime cuz yo ' tuh • • • [ turned off machine too soon ] to die . 
[Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 4 2 ) , 1012 : 1 . ] 

816 3 .  Take dis pichure - j is '  1ak me an '  yo '  go down heah an ' take a kodak , 
a pichure , down heah tuh any place dey take pichures at . Yo ' know , dere some 
places dey take pichures at . An '  bury it on it ' s  face , bury dat pichure on its 
face in de grave . Yo ' undahs tand , suh? An' [ they ] say dat pichure will cuz me 
tuh lingah an ' lingah until ah die . Bury it down face , yo ' undahs tand , on its 

(11) GRAVE - PHOTO BURIED IN - WI SH DEATH 

fac e .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1070) , 
1 7 31 : 1 . ] 
8164 . I ' ve heard they can take 
your photograph and bury it  in 
a grave and wish you would die 

and you ' ll perish away . [Fredericksburg , Va . , (44) , by Ediphone . ]  

(12)  GRAVE OF SINNER - BURY PHOTO ON CHEST OF 
8165 . Take yo ' photograph 
an ' take an ' bury it in de 
cemetery an ' bury it 1ak [ dem

ons trates ] .  Jes ' lak if  yo ' 
a sinnah ' s  grave . 

got , [no t ]  ef yo ' die Christ ian . D ey ' ll bury it  in 

(Down in the ches t . )  
Yes , right in de ches t an ' dat 
(What will that do t o  you? )  
Oh l Run yo ' s tone crazy . Git 
(How do they bury that ? )  

j es '  - dat got chew . 

chure mind out chew , yo ' know . 
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Dey bury it  on de face . [ Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , (603) , 782 : 3 . ] 
8166 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s pichure j is '  lak ah take yer pichure yo ' see . 

Yo ' d  gimme yer pichure tuh keep . Ah ' d take dat pichure an '  ah goes tuh de grave

(13) GRAVE - PHOTO BURIED OVER HEAD OF CORPSE 
DO THIS ON FIRST FRIDAY OF MONTH 

yard on de firs ' Friday o f  de 
month . Ah take dat photograph 
an '  ah digs a hole right un
dahneath [ over ] a person ' s 

haid . Yo ' know where dey wuz laid out at in de graveyard . Jis ' dis be de face 
[ demons trates ] ah take dat an ' ah turns dat bottom upwards an ' ah plants dat . 

(The face p lanted down . ) 
Jis ' p lanted downward .  Ah mean ,  yo ' know , buries it . De face is down. An '  

ah buries dat . An '  when dat pichure rot s , well yo '  goes j is '  lak dat pichur e .  
Yo ' g o  crazy . 

(Would i t  kill you or  what ? )  
Sho ' [ sure ] . [Algiers , La . , ( 1590) , 2986 : 3 . ] 
816 7 . Take dat photograph an '  bury it . Go tuh a cemetery an ' bury it right 

at de haid of de grave an ' co ' se dat will  kill yo ' . 

( 14) GRAVE - HEAD OF - PHOTO BURIED AT 
WI SHES 

Heah a person say yo ' have a sweet
heart or relative daid , take dat 
photograph an ' take an ' carry it tuh 
a dead man ' s  grave , o r  a wumman ' s ,  

dat had died recently an' bury it  dere an ' make yore wishes . Dat person , dey will 
die. [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 150 7 ) , 2 6 75 : 3 . ] 

816 8 .  Dey take yore photograph an ' write 
de cemetery an ' put it under a tombstone an ' 

chure name on it an ' carry it tuh 
turn yer face downwards . Yo ' goin ' 

(15 )  GRAVE - PHOTO WITH NAME - UNDER TOMBSTONE 
FACE DOWNWARD - SENDS PERSON AWAY 

TO BRING BACK - THIS PHOTO UNDER DOORSTEP 

from heah . 
(You put under the tomb
s tone? ) 
Awrr-right undah it , undah 
de tombstone [headboard ] .  
J is '  shev [ shove ] it  up undah 
dere . 
(Face down? )  
Face down, an ' [ as ] hit goes 
away , yo ' goes  away . 
[ Or ]  take it  an ' put it bot

to.side upwards an ' put it undah yer s teps , dat bring ' em  home tuh yo ' .  
(This photograph . ) [Brunswick , Ga . , (1223) , 2079 : 2 . ] 
8169 . Yo ' kin take dat p ichure ag ' in ,  dat whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' ' bout , carry 

it tub a grave . Now , dis is somepin dat will run a p erson from yer house , too . 

(16) GRAVE - NEW - BURY PHOTO IN - HEAD 
POINTING TO SUNDOWN - PENNY ON TOP 

Take dat pichure an ' carry it tuh 
a new grave an ' turn dat pichure 
sundown s ide on its face . S ee , 

aa.e dirt an ' put a penny on top o f  it . 
�, dey go tuh de ' sylum. 

dat now , an ' covah it up wit dat 
An ' dat ' ll run ' em  j is '  as crazy as kin 

[We now struggle to unders tand one another . ] 
(:How do you mean turn down to the sundown? ) 

Yo ' see yo ' turn dat pichure down on its fac e .  
a peony on top of dat , 

(What happens on the sundown side ? )  
I t  will run ' em crazy . 
�ell , how does that picture face? ) 

See dat ? [Demons trat es . 1 Put 
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Well , yo ' know dis [ demonstrates ] is de face of de pichur e ,  ain ' t it?  Well , 
yo ' see yo ' put it in de grave an '  yo ' turn it down lak dat on de face an ' put 
a penny on t op of i t .  

(Which way i s  that picture pointing ? )  
Which way i t  pointin ' ? Where de sundown - southeast .  
(You put that picture down . You told me you put it to the sundown side . What 

do you mean by the sundoum side 1 )  
Ah mean turn de pichure towards sundown . 
(The head towards sundown? ) 
Uh-huh - yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1342) , 2325 : 4 . ] 
817 0 .  Now , if ' s a pas teboard , they can ' t do so much with it , but if ' s  a tin

type , they take that tintype p itchure an '  care it to the graveyard an ' dig a 

(17 )  MOCK GRAVE IN GRAVEYARD - BURY TINTYPE - FILL 
ADD HANDFUL OF DIRT EACH MORNING 9 DAYS 

hole , an ' turn the face 
down an ' cover it  up . 
Go thah every mawnin ' , 
put a handful o f  dirt 

on it . Go every mawnin '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  yo ' ll pass  on away . Yo ' talkin' 
o f  goin ' away like somebody [with ] T . B . , yo ' ll go away then .  Yo ' ll go away in a 
hurry . [ Baltimore , Md . ,  ( informant from near Charlot te , Va . ) , 37 : 7 . ] 

817 1 .  Yo ' kin take dere p icture , take de pichure an ' bury dis pichure . Now 
if someone j is '  don ' lak ' em roun ' heah or wants tuh git rid o f  ' em ,  j is '  take 

(18) EACH MORNING 9 DAYS - ADD DIRT TO MOUND 
OVER BURIED PHOTO IN GRAVEYARD - 9 MORNINGS 
MAKE WISH - 9 MORNINGS LEAVE NOT LOOKING BACK 

dis pichure fo ' nine 
mawn in ' s  an ' j is '  take 
it  tuh de graveyard , tuh 
de o f fs ide of de grave , 
see . De graveyard got 

fo ' cornahs tuh it ; any place , see . Take it tuh de offside , i t ' s  on de right 
s ide . Evah grave go t all cornahs . See whut ah mean? Take it tuh de offside 
as yo ' come up on dat side . I t ' s  got a offside on de right s ide of  it on de fo ' 
cornahs evahwhere yo ' go . Take it tuh de offside an ' bury it on i ts face . An '  
fo ' nine mawnin ' s go dere an ' dump a li ' le dirt down in on it , fo ' nine mawnin ' 
an ' make a wish evah mawnin ' ,  say [ ing ] dat yo ' wan ' a send ' em  away . An ' turn 
roun ' , don ' look back . Walk off an '  don ' look back when yo ' go ' way . An '  in 
nine mo '  mawnin ' s  dis fellah be ' s  somewhere , he cain ' t he ' p  his s elf . 

(What will happen to him? ) 
Sompin will happen . He j is '  runned away . 

( 19 ) PERSON OF PHOTO BURIED IN GRAVEYARD 
WILL FADE AWAY IN 9 DAYS OR 9 WEEKS 

Yes , he j is '  gone ' way fo ' evah . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 30) , 
2581 : 2 . ] 
817 2 .  Dey kin take yore photo
graphs an ' dey kin bury it intuh 
a graveyard , an '  in de length of 
time , ab out nine days or nine 

weeks , yo ' goin ' fade away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558) , 2834 : 3 . ] 
817 3 .  Jis ' lak ah ' d  take yer pichure . Well , ah could go tuh de graveyard 

an ' git  some graveyard dirt right off  from de sinnah ' s ,  yo ' know , where a sin

( 20) DIRT FROM CHEST OF SINNER ' S  GRAVE AND PHOTO 
SEWED INTO PIECE OF CLOTH - KEPT 9 MORNINGS 

BURIED AT DOORSTEP BRING LOVE 

nab is buried at , right 
in ' is chest . Git hit 
an ' sew hi t an ' de pi
chure up intuh a piece 

fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' bury at chure do ' s tep , an '  
(That ' s  for love? ) 

of cloth , an ' keep it  
dat ' ll bring yo ' love . 

Yes sir . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1136) , 1847 : 6 . ] 
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8174 . Dey could take yure pichure an ' put it ' tween two cream j ars upside 
[head ] down an ' no mat tah how fah yo ' away from ' em ,  as long as dey keep dat 

pichure of yures ' tween two cream j ars upside down , 
HEAD - PHOTO STANDING ON well yo ' ll be  thinkin ' about only dem all de time .  

An ' graj ' ly [ gradually ] ,  yo ' ll always be tryin' tuh 
come b ack tuh ' em ,  becuz it seems lak she j is ' ha ' nts  [ haunts ]  yo ' .  Seems lak 
she j is '  callin ' yuh all de t ime . 

(What do you mean b etween two cream j ars ? One cream j ar and the picture up
side down and the o ther cream j ar on top of  it ? )  

Naw [no ] , two cream j ars standin ' side by s ide an ' d e  pichure b etween i t ,  
ups ide down wit d e  haid pointin '  tuh d e  ground . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (562) , 
6 99 : 1 . ] 

8175 . Dat yo ' have tuh t ake dat on a t intype , no othah kinda p ichure will 
do ' less [ unless ] it ' s a t intype p ichure . An' yo ' kin take dat tintype p ichure 
an ' plant it  anywhere yo ' choose tuh ,  ups ide down wit yure haid down ,  an ' it 
will keep yo ' worried an ' troub led . Yo ' ll travel from one place tuh ano thah as 
dat p ichure - yo ' ll nevah be  sat isfied . Yo ' ll be on yure haid , nevah make friends 
Yo ' ll break yure home up . 

(You mean [ demons trate ]  this is the picture , and there ' s  the head . Bury it 
that way [ on the head ] ups ide down that way . I understand . )  

But i t  have tuh be a tintype pichure . No othah pichure will do . [ Richmond , 
Va . ,  (431) , 384 : 9 . ] 

817 6 . Suppose yo ' had a girl friend an ' yo ' didn ' t want tuh be in contact 
wit ' er an ' yo ' go away . An ' yo ' leave yure photograph wit ' er .  She take yure 
photograph an ' turn it haid down an ' yo ' will come back . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1050) , 1705 : 3 . ] 

817 7 .  Turn i t  bottomside upwards - stand i t  on its haid . Dat will  kill a 
person . 

(The photograph . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522 ) , 2694 : 11 . ] 
817 8 .  Take his pichure an ' qui te natchel [ natural ] she kin keep dat p ichure 

an' j is '  - wherevah yo ' at , she kin turn it upside down an ' she kin run yo ' crazy 
by having dat pichure upside down . 

HEAD - PHOTO STANDING ON HEAD - IN CORNER If she ' s a good-hearted person , have 
yure pichure s tandin ' up . Long as 

dat pichure ' s  up , yo ' won ' t  be b othahed . She kin take dat pichure an ' s et it  
down in a cornah somewhere , o r  eithah hide it . Long as she ' s got dat p ichure • • • •  
[The inference here is this photo standing up can b e  turned on its head . ] [ New 
Orleans , La . , (843) , 1279 : 5 . ] 

817 9 . Well , if it ' s  on a t intype , 
down ] in coal oil , takin ' red flannel 

take an ' turn it  upside down [here head 
an ' red di ' mond an ' buryin ' dat photo , dat 

COAL OIL [= KEROSENE ] - BLUE OR RED DIAMOND POWDER 
BURY PHOTO - HEAD DOWN - RED FLANNEL 

photograph ups ide down yo ' 
see . Dey claim dat d.a t man 
aftah a certain length of  
time ,  he will git so  yo ' 

undahstand , his mind will nevah be stationary on one thing ; he will nevah be 
satisfied at anything he do . See , anything dat he would do look lak, look lak 
he could do bettah , an ' j es '  keep ' im  an ' he ' ll go from bad tuh worse .  

(This photo i s  buried , you put i t  in the ground ? )  
Upside down wit d e  haid down an ' d e  feet  up . Yeah , but it  cain ' t  b e  done 

unles s  it ' s  on a tintype . 
(And you put this coal oil on it ? )  
Coal oil , kerosene oil , yeah , an ' red di ' mond . 
(What is red diamond ? )  
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Dat de same thing as de blue diamond an ' de blue di ' mond an ' de red 
It ' s  some kinda thing , yo ' git at de drug sto ' . It ' s  a kinda powdah . 

di  'mend . 
[New Or-

leans , La . , (1560) , 2853 : 7 . ] 
8180 . Yo ' could take photograph an '  take 

a pho tograph an ' cut de head off  of  it ; j es '  

HEAD OF PHOTO CUT OFF - CUTS PERSON ' S  THROAT 

it an '  - ah ' ve heard yo ' could take 
lak ah got chure photograph or yo ' 

got mine , an ' cut de head off . 
An '  ah head dat [ cut the head off 
your photo ] by an' by , j is '  lak 

yo ' do dat [ to ]  dat photograph [ o f  mine ] . If somebody do dat , see , yo ' run upon 
dat same thing . Jis ' lak yo ' cut mah head off  mah photograph , somebody do dat 
same way [ to yours ] .  Dat whut ah heard about dat . 

(Who would do that to you ? )  
Who would d o  d a t  tuh m e ?  Ah would git intuh trouble o r  g i t  in a argument wit 

someone an' someone would cut me j is '  lak dat photograph is cut . Somebody cut 
me de same way. Cut mah throat ,  see . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311) , 22 2 : 1 . ] 

8181 . I f  a boy wan ' a  girl or a girl wan ' a  boy , git ' is pitchure an ' cut off  
all but  de haid . An' fol ' de  haid up an ' put it in a bot tle of cologne , an ' 

HEAD OF PHOTO CUT OFF - WEAR IN BOTTLE OF COLOGNE 

HEAD OF PHOTO CUT OFF - IN BOTTLE OF ALCOHOL - BURN 

tote it in yure pocket . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(209) , 115 : 6+85 . ] 
8182 . Well , dey kin take 
yure photograph . Well , dey 

kin cut it all out roun '  but chure haid , see . An ' put dat in a bottle of alkyhol 
[ alcohol]  an '  let it s tay fo ' awhile an ' burn it up . An ' dat ' ll ruin yo ' .  Dat 'll 
run yo ' crazy . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1287 ) , 2185 : 2 . ] 

HEART OF PHOTO - KNIFE OR PIN THROUGH 
818 3 .  D e  only thing ah know ' bout photo
graph , ah heard ' em say - say , if yo ' poke 
a pin ,  or othahwise a knife right through 

a pusson ' s heart , chew know, poke a hole through it , say dat pus son wouldn ' t  live 
long aftah dat , aftah ' bout two days af tah dat . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 
2527 : 7 . ] 

8184 . I was in Georgia - Savannah , Georgia - with a company an ' I was kin ' a  
in touch wit a girl . An ' she says tuh me , "Whi t ey , yo ' goin ' home ?"  "Yes . "  

HORSES TRAMP OVER - PHOTO BURIED IN DIRT ROAD 
She says , " I  would give yuh mah 
photograph but I afraid dat yo ' ll 
take an ' let somebody have it an ' 

yo ' ll do me harm . " I said , "No , I wouldn ' t  let • • • " Well , I said , "De bes ' thing 
fer yo ' tuh do is tuh no t tuh give it tuh me . "  

Yo ' could take a tintype - yo ' kin take a tintype an ' have yure photograph on 
i t , an ' yo ' kin take [ i t ]  up intuh de country roads [ in those days (1937 ) mos tly 
dirt ro ads ] country roads where horses travel , an ' bury it wit de face down . Dat 
horse tramples ovah it , dat will kill yuh , too . 

(I s ee .  Mus t the horse tramp over it to kill you? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [Norfolk , Va . , (473) , 485 : 3 . ] 
8185 . Now, fo ' example , dey tells me yo ' takes dat pho tograph an ' yo ' bury 

it undah de hous e face ups ide down . Dat ' ll eithah molt chew away or run yo ' 
crazy . Whosoevah dis photograph belongs to , it 

HOUSE - PHOTO BURIED UNDER eithah molt ' em away , be sickly an ' soon die , or 
else dey will go crazy . Well , ah ' ve seen dat 

done . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1281) , 217 8 : 1 . ] 
8186 . Take it an ' bury it . 
(This pho tograph? )  
Yes sir . Jes ' take it an ' take it tuh d e  east side o f  de house or wherevah 
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dey is , an' turn it bottomside upwards an ' bury it . Now , dey ' s quite a few young 
peop les do dat tub make girls love ' em ,  too . Take de photograph an '  bury it in 

de ground yo ' know, bottomside up
BOUSE - EAST S IDE OF - PHOTO BURIED UNDER wards . 

(That ' s  to bring love . )  [Brunswick, 
Ga . , (1 240) , 2110 : 1 . ] 

INDIAN POTATO DUST ON PHOTO 8187 . Dey kin take yore photograph 
an ' dey kin tote it aftah dey put 

some of  dis dust off  dat Indian ' tater [ potato ] . [ For this plant , see ZateP. ] 
(Indian potato or Indian turnip ? )  
[ Informant does not unders tand my question . ] 
Yeah , j es '  put some of  de dust of dat - pound it an ' carry dat ' long tuhgethab, 

an' yo ' kin always keep in touch wit ' em.  
(The person whose pho tograph it is ? )  
Yessuh .  [This plant also appears elsewhere in Hoodoo . I t  is one o f  four 

root s eaten by the original Americ an Indians : (1)  ground nut (Apios tubePisa) , 
(2) giant sunflower (HeZianthus giganteus ) ,  (3)  breadroot ,  the plant (PsoPaZea 
escuZenta) , the pomme b Lanche of  Canadian voyageurs . Indian turnip also occurs 
in Hoodoo. It is either breadroot or j ack-in-the-pulpit . When I was in firs t 
grade at a country s chool , an older student , a practical j oker , gave me a piece 
of Indian turnip to  chew . My tongue stung for an hour . I am sure in those days 
I used the archaic form stang. ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  (1361) , 2399 : 11 . ] 

8188 . Take de photograph an ' s tick it up de side o f  a post an ' say yo ' could 
shoot at it , an ' it will cause yo ' to be run out . Somepin will happen to yo ' 

soon. 
KNIFE - GASH PHOTO WITH 
OR SHOOT PHOTO ON POST 

(What about that cutting ? )  
O r  e ithah dey take a pocketknife 
diff ' ren ' ways an ' yo ' ll git cut 

an '  gash it up in 
lak dat .  [ Fayet te-

ville , N.  Car. , ( 1399) , 2519 : 13 . ] 
8189 . De photograph dey turnt it ups ide down 

Light a lamp , turn [ down] a lamp an ' make a s Zow 

LAMP - LIGHTED TO MAKE SLOW LIGHT BEFORE PHOTO 
AFTER TURNING LATTER UPSIDE DOWN IN DARK ROOM 

dark room be fore lighting the lamp confuses the 
ton , s .  Car . , (536) 1 653 : 1 . ] 

in a dark room , night er day . 
Zight , yo ' know , by de photo
graph.  Dat git chew worried 
an ' yo '  come home . Dat gotta 
take tuh bring yo '  home . [To 
turn a photo upside down in a 

spirit of  the photo . ] [ Charles-

8190.  An '  den yo ' kin take a persons ' s photograph an ' j es ' 1ak ah ' d  [ I would] 
take yure photograph , an ' yo ' ere [you were ] mah f ren ' -lak , an ' yo ' wuz away from 

JIARTEL - PHOTO STANDING UP HEAD DOWN ON 
me an ' had treated me wrong . Well , 
ah ' d  take yure photograph an ' stand it 
up on de mantel . Well , now , yo ' d  [you 

had] tuh come back tuh me , or eithah worry yo ' self tuh death . 
(How would you stand it up on the mantel ? )  
Stand i t  up on it ' s  haid . See , i t  b e  up lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  see , yo ' 

.adahs tan ' , an ' he' d be standin ' down on ' is haid , ups ide down . Dat ' ll make him 
ca.e back . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1452 ) , 2638 : 1 . ] 

�SS - IN CENTER OF - FACE DOWN 
1URH HIS PHOTO - MAKING A QUINCUNX 

8191 . Take his photograph an '  turn it on 
it ' s  face an ' dat will bring ' im  back tub 
yuh . Yo ' know, if anyone is gone from yuh , 
husban ' or people lak dat , friends . Dey 

sone an '  yo ' don ' know where . Say turn it on de face . Turn dat pichure on de 
face an ' keep it in de middle of yure baid mattress , don ' chew undahstan ' .  An '  
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dey say dat ' ll bring ' im back home tuh yuh . [Waycross , Ga . , (1102) , 1776 : 10 . ] 
819 2 . Yo ' kin take yure photograph an ' bury it . Ah taken mah husban ' photo

graph an ' buried it undah mah mattres s .  Put de face on de mat tress . Ah went 

MATTRESS - TURN HUSBAND ' S PHOTO FACE DOWN ON 
LET IT STAY THERE 3 MORNINGS - GET A SURPRI SE 

MATTRESS - WOMAN PUTS HIS PHOTO UNDER 
WHERE DEY LAY DOWN AT AN '  DO DE WORK AT • • •  

DEN YO ' TELL IT YO ' DOIN ' DAT 

tuh work an '  let it s tay dere 
three mawnin ' s ,  an ' a Sunday 
mawnin '  he sont [ sent ] me $16 . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1103) , 1 7 7 7 : 7 . ] 
8193 . Take de pichure of yure 
love an ' put dat p ichure undah 
de mattress right where dey lay 
down at an ' do de work at . Put 

it right undah dat spot . Den yo ' · tell it [picture ] yo ' doin ' dat [de work ] . 
Den yo ' take de pichure out an ' yo ' tote dat pichure right in heah [demonstrate� . 

(Right on your breast . )  
Right heah [ demonstrates ] . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will hold ' im [ pronounce hoZ ' dim ] , aZ Z dat sweet Zove . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

(1368) , 2422 : 4 . ] 
8194 . Well , yes . Ah tell yo ' .  Now yo ' kin 

an ' put it  in yure mattress , an ' sew it up ; an ' 

MATTRESS - HI S PHOTO IN - IF HE BE WIT CHOO 
AN '  LAY ON DAT MATTRESS • • •  CUZ 'IM TUH LOVE YUH 

take a man ' s  p ichure an ' carry it 
if he bit wit choo an ' lay on dat 

mattress ,  undahs tan ' , dat wo 
would cuz ' im tuh love yuh . 
[ Sumter , s .  Car . , (134 3 ) , 
2324 : 4 . ] 
819 5 .  Yo ' measure de person . 
(You mean , measure the length 
from the head to the foot . )  

MEASURE PERSON ' S HEIGHT WITH STRING - WRAP LATTER 
ABOur HI S  PHOTO AND BURY WITH FUNERAL CEREMONY 

[ This is not a leading ques
tion but information ob tained 
before recording began . ] 
Dat ' s  right , yo ' measure de 

person , an' yo ' g ive dem so many things [bad spot in recording ] .  You take· dis  
person ' s measure wit some , j is '  say now , yo ' git a string dat s ize [ demonstrates ] 
an ' yo ' measure dat person. An '  yo ' wrap dis around a pichure of  de person an ' 
bury dem wit a ceremony as yo ' would de daid . Yo ' know , yo ' j is '  take dis , but 
chew have tuh carry it up on some hill , as ah wus tellin ' yuh ' bout where yo ' put 
de hair [ in 841 : 4 ] . An '  yo ' us e ' ly [ usually ] git some of de hair of de  p ers on ' s  
haid an ' bury it wit it . An '  [ that ] somep in else ah didn ' t  tell yuh . 

(What will this do , then ? )  
[ Informant thinks I am asking about the hair . ] 
Well , dey claim i t  j is '  rots , de person [ hair ] will . But dey [ person ] f in ' ly 

[ finally ] git mindless .  Dey git where dey los e  dere appetite . Now , ah don ' 
know whethah dat ' s  true . [Mobile , Ala . , (650) , 86 7 : 2 . ] 

8196 . I f  a person i s  away an ' yo ' wan ' ' em back , yo ' could take a photograph , 
no mattah whethah it ' s  t in or pastebo ' d .  No mat tah if it t in or papah , dey kin 

MIRROR - REMOVE BACK - PUT PHOTO HEAD DOWN AGAINST GLAS S 
WEAR PIECE OF HIS OR HER CLOTHES - RETURNS IN 9 OR 12 DAYS 

take dat an ' put it  
on t op of de  dressah, 
what choo call de bu
reau . Git ready , yo ' 

take dat . Take a pichure , male or female ,  an ' yo ' could take dat an ' wrap it  up . 
If  a woman wan ' tuh bring ' im back , take a piece of ' er clothes an ' weah it  nex ' 
tuh him.  [ Informant has right idea but may have had a drink . ] An '  he wrap dat 
pichure up an ' turn it on de haid an ' rip dat p iece , yo ' know whut ah mean , be-
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bind de glass [ of the mirror ] an ' put it dere lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  Ah don ' 
[care ] whah he is , aftah nine days he ' ll come , or twelve days , soon as he kin 
git dere . [Norfolk , Va . , (458) , 44 7 : 3 . ] 

819 7 .  Take yure pitchure an ' put it in a looking glass [ the carboard behind 
the small .hand mirror having been removed ] .  An ' turn it [ photo ] ups ide down 

MIRROR - PHOTO HEAD DOWN AGAINST BACK OF - SLEEP 
OR WALK ON TO BREAK GLASS - BURN DISINFECTANT - WI SH 
OR LAY UNDER CARPET OR IN TRUNK - BURN LOVE INCENSE 

[against mercury backing 
of mirror , restoring card
board back] an ' put it 
undahneat ' [ you] an' s leep 
on it or walk on it or put 

it somewhere somebody ' ll tread on it an ' break de glass , an ' yo ' [ person of photo ] 
sot tub come back . Go tub de do ' an ' burn some disinfect [ disinfectant ] an ' make 
yare wish [wish ] an ' burn i t  in de house . Den go t o  de do ' an ' make yuh wush 
[again ] an ' come back . An '  ' at [ that ] been done in Short [ ? ]  William S treet alley 
[here in Richmond ] .  Den [ another method ] yo ' put it [photo without mirror ] undah
ueat ' de carpet or in a trunk upside down tuh draw yuh back . Well keep yuh on 
yore haid or yuh feet till yuh git back home . An ' use dat powdah , insex , love 
insex [ love incense ]  dey call it . Burn it on a stove . [ Richmond , Va . , (384) , 
328 : 2 . ] 

819 8 .  
she might 

Jis ' lak if yo ' go t a daughtah run away from home , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' 
run away wit some young man dat married , yo ' undahs tan ' .  An '  yo ' don ' 

MIRROR - PHOTO STANDING ON HEAD FACING 
10 BRING BACK DAUGHTER WHO RAN AWAY 

know where she at an ' don ' know where 
she gone , an ' she won ' write chew o r  
come . See , lak yo ' got ' er p ichure 
dere . All yo ' gotta do , take dat p i

chure dat ' s  dere an ' 
strates ] .  

turn i t  bot tom upwards . Turn it bottom upwards [ demon-

(Take the picture and turn it like that ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(Turn it  on i ts face . )  
Thah ' s de pichure right dere leanin ' back ' ginst de wall lak dat , yo ' see . 

well , all yo ' gotta do - some o f  ' em say take dat pichure an ' put it ' ginst de 
airror lak dat [ demons trate s ] . 

(Put the face to the mirror? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
Well ,  now , de way 

facin ' yo ' .  All yo ' 
(Have the p icture 
Dat ' s  right . 

ah heah it . See , lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  de  pichure ' s  
got ta do , turn de haid down dataway .  
standing on its head ? )  

(What will that do then ? )  
Well , dat ' ll make her git o n  d e  haid about chew , an '  den she ' ll come back 

home .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1309) , 2215 : 1 . ] 
8199 . Well , ah learnt dat chew kin take 

do dem any harm, sech as killin ' , dat maybe 
a person ' s photo an ' if yo '  wants to 
yo ' kin take it an ' hold it ovah a 

BIRROR - HOLD PHOTO OVER 1 HOUR AT SUNRISE - RETURN 
PHOTO TO MANTELPIECE - TURN MIRROR DOWN OVER IT 

PERS ON OF PHOTO WILL BE DEAD 

de glass down ovah i t . An ' dey say in nine mawnin ' s  
(What kind o f  a glass do you turn over i t ? ) 
A lookin ' -glass . [Waycross , Ga. , (115 9) , 1931 : 5 . ] 
8200 . (What would they do with my photograph? )  

lookin ' -glass twixt - aftah 
de sun raise one hour , an ' 
take an ' carry it back tuh 
yure mantelp iece an ' put it 
ovah yore mantelpiece . Turn 

he ' ll be a daid person . 
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Take yure photograph an ' place it intuh a small lookin ' -glass , face intuh de 
glass lak yo ' would look intuh de glass , an ' put it  intuh a runnin ' place of  

MIRROR - PUT FACE OF PHOTO AGAINST FACE OF 
IN RUNNING WATER 2 OR 3 WEEKS DRIVES CRAZY 

MIRROR - S CRAPE SILVER OFF BACK OF 
RUB SCRAPINGS OVER PHOTO FACE - BURY 

watah two or three weeks , an ' it 
will run yuh crazy . [Waycross , 
Ga . , ( 1111) , 1784 : 7 . ] 
8201 . Use it fo ' back luck , by 
scrapin ' dat silvah offa dere ; 
well , dat s ilvah o ffa [ the back o f ]  
dat lookin ' -glass . Dey take dat an' 

scrape it offa pichure . Jis ' lak if dey wanta harm yo ' ,  dey take an ' s crape dat 
silvah off  dat pichure [mirror ]  an ' put it in yure face , on yure pichur e .  

( On  the face of your picture ? )  
Oat ' s  right , an ' den dey take it an ' put it  i n  sompin , [ anything to hold the 

scrap ings and pho to ] , an '  bury it , bury it [ face ]  down . Dat ' ll make yo ' dwindle 
down an ' die . Make yo ' s tay sick an '  nuthin will cure yo '  unlessen somebody 
[hoodoo doctor or healer ]  take an ' find whut ' s  wrong wit chew. [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(1548) , 2811 : 4 . ] 

820 2 .  Well , dere ' s  a certain type of  people dat believe i n  d e  wanishin ' [van
ishing] , dat yo ' kin do away wit a person through an ' by a photograph . Yo ' could 
git de actual pho tograph of a person . Yo ' take it  an '  on de first o f  de new 

moon , yo ' carry it  anywheres where dere ' s  
MOON - PHOTO BURIED ON FIRST OF NEW 
NEXT NEW MOON WILL BRING AFFLICTION 

a tree or a stone , anything dat choo kin 
mark an ' know it won ' t be moved . An ' plant 
it face downward in de soil . An '  dey claim 

dat when dat moon passes away , de nex ' new moon will cuz some kinda afflict ion 
tuh ovahtake de person , an ' dey will graj ly [ gradually ] drift away tuh nuthin. 
Nuthin will relieve ' em. I t  impossible tuh cure ' em ,  until dey will fine ' ly 
[ finally ] j is '  was te away de same way de photograph do . [Norfo lk , Va . , (470) , 
4 7 7 : 3 . ] 

820 3 . Take a nail an '  drive 
an ' j is '  - yo '  kin take hit an ' 

NAIL - THROUGH HEART OF PHOTO 
DRIVE 9 MORNINGS 

it  intuh de left side of a pichure [ demons trates ] 
drive hit dere fo ' de rest o f  nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 
dat will take a person ' s lif e .  
(You drive i t  right there in the heart , right 
where you are pointing . ) 
Right at de point where de heart supposed tuh 

be . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1268) , 214 7 : 8 . ] 
8204 . Yo ' kin take a fellah' s photograph an ' take it out intuh de woods an ' 

dig yo ' a hole down . An '  den take a nail , nine nails , an ' st ick right through 
it  where it come through his heart . An '  turn it  on its  face an ' bury it , an ' 

NAILS 9 - THROUGH HEART OF PHOTO - BURY 
FACE DOWN - IN 9 DAYS HE STARTS TO FADE 

in nine days dis fellah will come 
tuh fadin ' away . In de long run he 
will come tuh be  a dead soul . 
(Put thos e  nine nails all around his 
heart . )  
An '  den turn it ovah on its face , turn 

it down on its face . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1028) , 1673 : 5 . ] 
8205 . Well , dey can ' t  do anything now wit de photograph , not de late one 

dat ' s  made , but de one wit de tintyp e ,  dey would take dem an ' bury dem ups ide 

NAILS 2 - CROSSED OR PHOTO - BURIED FACE DOWN 
down , see ,  wit two nail s . Look 
[ demonstrates ] two nails crossed 
dataway , an ' bury de photograph 

upside down . An '  dat would keep yo ' wit a mixed-up mind always , an ' prack ' ly 
[ practically ] wit a bulgin ' headache , contin ' ly [ continually ] .  
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(I  see . ) 
BUT RECENTLY DEY DON ' T  USE DO SE TINTYPES ANY MORE . WELL , DEY DID ONCE UPON A 

TIME .  DEY HAD DE BIGGE ST PART OF DE PEOPLE , YO ' COULDN ' T  GIT ' EM  TUB TAKE DERE 
PHOTOGRAPH , UNLESS YO ' JIS ' STEAL UP ON DEM TUH TAKE IT , BECUZ DEY KNOWED WHAT 
WULD BE DE RESULT . 

(I see . )  [New Orleans , La. , (879) , 1446 : 5 . ] 
8206 . Suppose yo ' want a person tub live about two months aftah yo ' take it . 

Yo ' kin take a tintype an '  yo ' dig two feet in de ground , an ' yo ' tell it , "Ah 

NAME ON PHOTO AND WORDS AH WAN ' CHEW TUH DIE 
IN 2 MONTHS - CROSS LAST 3 WORDS WITH IN 2 MONTHS 
BURY FACE DOWN IN HOLE 2 FEET DEEP - WISH AGAIN 
AH WAN ' CHEW TUH BE DAID IN 2 MONTHS - COVER HOLE 
STAMP RIGHT FOOT ON 6 TIME S - • • •  DIE IN 2· MONTHS 

wan ' chew tuh die wit ' in two 
months . "  Yo ' wr i te his name, 
whethah yo ' kin see it or 
not , yo ' know how tuh spell 
dat name . Yo ' know yo ' kin 
be writin '  i t , whethah yo ' 
kin read it on dere , yo ' 

know , on dere or no t .  Yo ' writ e i t  anyhow , "Ah wan ' chew tuh die in two months . "  
Den cross it , " in two months . "  [ Cros s  the f irs t words in t?.Jo months with the 
second in t?.Jo months. ] Den yo ' take dis photograph an ' do dis , dig dis two-feet 
bole . Den yo ' turn it down on de face of  it an '  den yo ' make yore wish , "Ah want 
chew tuh be daid in two months . "  Den yo ' covah it up . Slap yore right feet on 
it an ' s tomp it fo ' s ix times , "Ah want chew tuh die in two months , ah want chew 
tab die in two months . "  Dey ' 11 die . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1542)  , 27  89 : 3 . ] 

8 207 . Well , yo ' take - git chew dis name on a tintype an ' turn dat bottom 
upwards , an ' bury it  undah j is ' s ix  inches of  soil [ symbolical o f  6 feet ] . An ' 
back off ten s teps , ah mean nine steps befo ' yo ' turn yuh back tuh it . An '  den 

� ON PHOTO - BURY BOTTOM UPWARDS - 6 INCHES DEEP 
WALK BACKWARDS 9 STEP S - TURN - NEVER LOOK BACK 

walk away an ' don ' t evah 
look back tuh it ag ' in .  
(And what will that do ? )  
Well , dey claim dat if  dey 

tryin ' tuh do somep in tuh yuh , say anything dat dey want did , it will happen dat 
vay. 

(Well , will that do anything particular to you , burying the photograph that 
vay , that tintype? ) 

I t  won ' t even kill yuh or anything , j is '  make yuh be through wit ' em  s o  ah 
andahstand . 

(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 2 0 ) , 989 : 1 . ] 
8208 . (To make the man come back? ) 
Well , if yo ' have his photograph , yo ' kin bring ' fm  back. Well , yo ' kin take 

his photograph an' sleep wit it an ' use dat photograph upside d own ,  s ee .  

� - CALLED CONTINUOUSLY AT MIDNIGHT - SLEEP WITH HIS 
PHOTO UPS IDE DOWN - SPIRIT WILL UPSET HIM - BRING HIM HOME 

An ' EVAH NIGHT AT 
TWELVE A ' CLOCK CALL 
' IM  DE SAME AS HE 
WUS DERE . Jis ' don ' 

bll ' im  anything , but continue cal lin ' ' im . WHEREVAH HE AT , AT DAT PAHTIC ' LAB 
1'IME OF DE NIGHT , HE ' LL GIT uPSETTED , AN ' WHICH AN '  WHILE [usually whiah and why ] 
DE SPIRIT WILL BRING ' IS MIND ON HOME , AN '  HE WILL COME HOME . 

(Where do you keep that photograph? )  
Well ,  yo ' kin keep it - j is '  s ay fo ' a '  ins tan ' [ ins tance ] 

4o it . See , YO ' BRING ME DE PHOTOGRAPH AN ' AH ' LL DO DE WORK , 
.. tchly [naturally ] if he come tub Savannah yo ' goin ' tub see 
.ah ,  Ga. , (1276) , 2168 : 2 . ] 

if ah want chew tub 
see .  But quite 
' im , see . [Savan-

8 209 . An '  den yo ' would take an ' write a person ' s  - draw a person ' s pits ture 
aa '  write dere name on a tree.  
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(Do you draw their p icture on the tree ? )  
Yo ' draw dere pitsture on a tree , j i s '  lak yo ' 

a pitsture on de tree . If  yo ' don ' wanta skin it 
would take an ' go dere an ' draw 
where anybody would take no tice, 

yo '  would draw a p its ture on 
de tree , namin ' it him , an ' 
den write undah it dat i t  
him .  An ' take a nail , a 

NAME - PICTURE OF PERSON ON TREE - ADD NAME UNDER 
DRIVE NAIL IN CENTER OF HEAD - HIT ONCE 9 MORNINGS 

fo ' -penny nail , an ' drive right in de centah of ' is haid . An '  says yo ' nail dat 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  yo ' go dere an ' tap it , an ' de ninth mawnin ' yo ' drive it 
plumb in . An '  dis person will die . 

(You write his name and j ust say It 's  him on it ? )  
[ He may have said It 's him before recording b egan . He now says person mus t  

not be  plainly identified . ]  
Yo ' write his name , yo ' make i t  kinda a s ign .  Don ' t  make i t  plain where peo

p le kin read it an ' all lak dat , don ' t chew know , but j is '  lak imitatin ' writin ' . 
Well , yo ' name it . Dat ' s  ' is name . An '  yo ' draw dat pitsture , j is '  - yo '  know. 
An '  den yo ' take an ' drive dat nail in dere an ' - fo ' nine mawnin ' s  yo ' would go 
dere an ' tap dat nail an ' de ninth mawnin ' yo ' d  drive it in . [ S avannah , Ga . , 
(1256) , 2129 : 6 . ] 

8 210 . Now i f  a man ' s  wife  leave him , or ' is sweetheart leave him an ' he can ' t 
git her b ack, he takes an ' he git a piece of papah an ' he write her name . Write 

his name f irs t an ' hers 
NAME - HI S AND HERS HE WRITES 3 TIMES - CALLS HER 

NAME - GETS HER PHOTO AND GLASS OF WATER - LAYS PHOTO 
ACROS S - DROPS PAPER WITH NAMES INTO WATER - IF PAPER 

AFTER SINKING SURFACE S - SHE WILL RETURN IN 3 DAYS 

second an ' he writes each 
name three times , an ' den 
call ' er by name . An '  he 
goes an ' he git ' er photo 
an ' he goes an ' git a 

glass of cleah watah . An ' take dat pichure 
head down tuhwards dat watah , j is '  don ' let 
why she ' ll be  back. 

(What do you do with that paper ? )  

an ' turn i t  head foremos ' ,  turn it  
it tech de watah . An'  in three days 

[A r it e  of  diagnosis (see pp . l 65-217)  follows : ]  
Take dat papah an ' yo ' drop it  in de watah firs t , an ' if she ' s  comin ' back , 

why dat papah will , when yo ' drop it in dere , yo ' know , it go tuh de bo ttom when 
yo ' drop it . When - if she comin ' back , it ' ll rise up tuh de top an '  it rise up 
tuh tech dat pichure . In three days den she ' ll come back . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (1412) , 2538 : 2 . ] 

8211 . (How would you make a person move out o f  the house ? )  
Well , de way ah would do dat - dere ' s two or three diff ' ren ways o f  do in ' i t , 

but de plain way , dey say , fo ' ins tan '  maybe yo ' live nex ' do ' tuh me , well ah ' m  

NAME - RATTLESNAKE MASTER ROOT - FOOT TRACK 
WRAP TIGHT - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

SWIFTAH DE STREAM • • •  QUICKAH DEY WILL MOVE 

midnight , well yo ' kin sprinkle dat befo ' de 
undah nine days time dey ' ll move . 

gon ' a  wai t until night , see . An '  
den yo ' kin git some sulphur - in 
othah words some sulphur an ' gun
powdah an ' mix dat up . An '  ab out 
de noon hour of twelve at night , 

do ' an ' let it goes in de do ' .  An '  

An '  dere ' s  anothah way dat chew kin take dat track . Yo ' kin take dey track 
or eithah dey photo or eithah dey name , an ' put a rattlesnake mastah root , an ' 
wrap i t  up wit dey name in it  an ' dat track . Dey tie it up real t ight an ' have 
it so dat it wouldn ' t sink , not immediately , an ' cast it in a runnin ' s tream o f  
watah . DE SWIFTAH D E  STREAM I S  D E  QUICKAH DEY WILL MOVE . 

Some people says sompin about aigs , but ah don ' t  use dat .  
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(Well , now, to  make them move fas t , do you put that rattlesnake mas ter and the 
photograph together and the foot track or j us t  one of those with the root ? )  

Well , yo ' take rattlesnake mastah , d e  name , an ' d e  dirt dat chew git . Well 
quite natchly [ naturally ] , if yo ' wrap it up in woo l , i t  take quite a bit fo ' dat 
watah tub soak in dat wool ,  yo ,. know . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1276) , 2168 : 1 . 1 

8 21 2 .  They get a hold o f  your picture , a tintype frame , and draws blood from 
one of her fingers and write your name and her name on it , and buries it  in the 

NAME - HI S AND HER - WRITTEN WITH HER BLOOD - BURIED 
4 FEET DEEP - COVER - WISH - COMES TRUE IN 2 MONTHS 

ground four feet and cov
ers it up and makes a 
wish . In two month ' s 
t ime the wish will come 

true . If  you want her to come back to you , i f  you want her to hate you , anything 
you wish will come true . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

821 3 .  Yo ' got de photograph head foremost j is '  lak de [ this is de]  photograph 
[demons trates ] . Yo ' turn it over lak dat an ' put dat in de ground . Jis ' lak a 

NAME 3 TIMES - ON PHOTO - BURY FACE DOWN 
woman whut yo ' wan ' tub handle [ con
trol ] ; a man , anybody yo ' wan ' tub 
handle . Yo ' take de  photograph an '  

yo ' gi t tub yer home where , where yuh home i s  at , take an ' bury i t  down in the 
ground . Yo ' write huh [her ] name dat same way three t imes . Yo ' write de name 
right on a p iece o f  papah . P ick up a piece a [ of ]  papah or pastebo ' d  an ' put it 
in wit de photograph , den yo ' turn it down . Oat ' s tub keep huh down . She cain ' t  
do no mo ' ' an [ = dan =  than ]  yo ' say do . [New Orleans , La . , ( 815) , 115 0 : 7 . ] 

8214 . Yo ' put it [ photograph ] catacornah ' d  [ catercornered ] ,  j oo know cata-
cornah ' d across , not hang it s traight . Yo ' s ee [ demonstrates ]  lak d is is de 

NAMES - ON PHOTO 3 TIMES - CROSSING 3 TIMES AT CENTER 
MAKING A SIX-POINTED STAR-LIKE OR WHEEL-LIKE FIGURE 

cornah heah , an ' dere , 
yo ' ll hang it ovah diag ' 
nal d is way . [ The photo 
hangs with sides tilted . ] 

An '  write dere name three t imes across  dis way [ demonstrates ) . [ These names a�e 
written diagonally , each three crossing the other three at * the center of  the 
photo , making a s ix-pointed star-like or wheel-like figure which in a stmilar 
form, the dotted triangle , will b e  found in v . 2 ,  p . l833 . ] Well , dat ' ll run 
' em  crazy . [New Orleans , La • . " ( 803-804 ) , 1124 : 5 .  J 

8215 . Ah heard , quite a while ago now - hit was a lady heah in S t . Augustine , 
Fla . , was up heah , but ' uh [ her ] husban ' had quit ' uh . Her an ' ' uh husban ' sep

NAME - 7 TIMES - ON UPPER PART OF PHOTO CUT IN HALF 
7 NEW P INS - HEADS DOWN - STUCK INTO UPPER HALF 
NAME - 7 TIMES - ON LOWER PART OF HALVED PHOTO 
7 NEW NEEDLES - FEET UP - STUCK INTO LOWER HALF 
PUT BOTH HALVES INTO PINT BOTTLE - ADD 3 THINGS : 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - NAILS - REARTS COLOGNE - BURY 
9 DAYS AFTER THI S RITE - AB SENT PERSON WILL RETURN 

arated . Dis was [ a ]  woman 
[who ] was in a li ' le bus i
ness .  Ah don ' know whethah 
it was dry good or grocer
ies . But anyway , huh bus
ban ' ruled ' uh outa dis by 
dis same identical thing 
ah ' m  talkin ' about now , 
witchcraft in ' . He ruled 

' ub  out [ o f ]  dis . He went s omewhere an '  got some kinda s tuff an ' come back . An '  
he came back. Well , she didn ' t have no hopes er [ or ]  nuthin , couldn ' t have no 
use tuh do nuthin any place . Well , dey even driven ' uh ' way but she was brought 
back . 

Dis woman aftah she came back , she had some money , an ' dis man sold out all 
de goods of dis sto ' whut dey had an ' taken anothah woman an' lived wit ' uh .  

Ah had learnt dat he wus in some part a . [o f ]  Florida . Anyway , h e  wus goin '  
fo ' good , goin ' tub sea . But she went an ' she had ' im brought back . An ' when 



3448 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

he wus brought back , he gave huh de money dat he even carried fo ' huh . 
Now , dat wus wit de photograph.  Now , yo ' take A LOTTA PEOPLE SAY , " AH  DON ' 

HAVE MAR PICHURE TAKEN AN '  ALL DIS AN '  DAT AN '  DE OTHAH . " NOW, YO ' TAKE MAHSELF . 
HIT ' S NUTHIN AH DO ' S  IN DIS WORL ' TUH CUZ DE OFFICAHS AN '  DETECTIVES OR ANYTHING 
LAK DAT TUH BE LOOKIN ' FO ' ME .  

[This is caused by enemies through witahaPaftin ' . ] 
Now , ah ' ve b een ' rested twice right in dis town heah , one t ime fo ' bein ' drunk 

an '  de othah time becuz me an ' ano thah fellah got intuh a fight . Now , ah has mah 
pichure , mah pichure ' s  up dere , prob ' ly in Atlanta , Ga . BUT NOW AH DON ' T  GUESS  
DEY ' D DO  ANYTHING TO  IT AT ALL . 

[ Informant laughs . ]  
Wel l , now yo ' kin take a p ichure an ' cut dis p ichure half in two . Let dis 

li ' le book heah now be de pichure . [ One of  my NumbePs Books I always kept on 
interviewing table ; each informant having a number - see illustration at end o f  
volume 2 of Hoodoo , which shows actual size and contents of one of these books . ] 
Cut dis pichure half in two . See , heah ' s de pichure right on dere . Dat ' s  de 
body of dis man ' s  pichure . Cut dis pichure half in two . An '  aftah yo ' cut dis 
pichure half in two , git chew a p int flask . Go uptown an ' git chew a pack of  
b rand-new needles , a pack of  brand-new safety pins , git  chew 25 cents bottle of 
HeaPts Co logne . An' aftah yo ' cut dis pichure half in two , yo ' write his name 
wit de p ins - see , in dis part o f  de b ody , wit de pins , see [ demonstrates ] . 

(The upper part o f  the body . ) 
Dat ' s  right , de uppah part  of  de body wit de- pins , see . Yo ' take de p ins an ' 

st ick ' em dis way , an ' dis way , an ' one dat way , an '  one de othah way , see . Sup
posed tuh be [ able ] tuh write dat , in de uppah part of dis body . Den yo ' take 
dis part an ' turn it haid foremo s t  intuh de body , j is '  lak if ah drap [ drop ] mah 
haid down lak dat . Yo ' take dis part wit de needles an ' yo ' write wit seven -
his name wit de needles in dis part of  de pichure . -Den instead of turnin ' dis 
pichure down de same as de haid part turnin ' , turn it  up , yo ' s ee [ demonstrates ] .  

(Turn the feet up? )  
Turn de feet up . 
(Lower the head and turn the feet up ? )  
Dat ' s  right . An ' den yo ' got de nails in dere . Well , yo ' take an ' put chew 

half o f  dis HeaPts Co logne on dere . Yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard an ' git chew 
some dirt outa de graveyard . Don ' t mattah i f  it ' s  from de haid o f  de grave or 
from de foot of de grave or from de centah of de grave , but git chew some of de 
dirt . Puts it in dis bottle , j is '  about a tablespoonful , but let it be s ifted , 
not no tracks er nuthin , j is ' , de dirt itsel f .  

An '  yo ' bury dis . Now , dese people kin b e  in Chicago , Illinois . Dey kin b e  
in Paris , France , or England , dey ' ll  be  brought back i n  a length o f  t ime aftah 
dis is nine days old .  

Den a person kin take dis pichure ag ' in an ' dey kin run yo ' crazy . Dey kin 
take dis pichure lak dey do wit chure hair , yo ' see . Dey drive yore hair intuh 
a tree wit a peg .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1193) , 1863 : 1 . ] 

8216 . Git dey pichure an '  it  have tuh be a whole body ; j is '  lak dose pi
chures dere [ on the wall of  interviewing room]  dat girl an ' one de li ' le chil ' -. 

ren , j is '  de whole body 
NAME - 9 · TIMES ON PAPER - PHOTO OF WHQLE BODY of a p erson . Wel l , yo ' 

STEEL DUST - RED PEPPER - SAUCER OVER take it an ' it  have tuh 
DIG HOLE AT NIGHT - 6 FEET DEEP - LET NO ONE SEE YOU be - not no papah , s ee .  

Jis ' lak dem ole common 
[ old- t ime ] p ichure . Yo ' take a tintype an '  yo ' take it an '  put it in a saucah 
wit de fellah ,  woman , or whosomevah

.
i t  is , an ' yo ' write it nine t imes , see . 
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(What do you write nine t imes ? )  
Well , yo ' put i t  on a piece o f  papah wit ink . S ee , yo ' put it wit ink . 
(You write that name nine times on a piece of pape r .  Now where do you put 

that paper ? )  
Yes , yo ' put dat papah undah d e  saucah , see an '  den yo ' put de pichure on top 

of de papah , an ' de saucah on top of all of it , mo ' tuh de groun ' . Den yo ' take 
yo ' have tuh dig de ho le s ix feet , an ' den aftah yo ' do all dat yo ' see , well yo ' 
put de stee l dust on top o f  it an ' de red pepp ah , an ' all dat dif f ' ren kind [of 
things ] .  Jis ' lak dat , yo ' know , fo ' tuh keep dat tuhgethah , keep d e  whole thing 
tuhgethah . Yo ' put de dirt on t op of i t  an ' when de nine days out , well de body ' s 
gone . He ' s  ga in ' take s ick b efo ' den , but in de meantimes he ' ll disappeah. 

(Why do you put that saucer on top of those things ? ) 
Well , dat saucah , dat ' s  fo ' tuh keep it  down , yo ' see . Tuh keep it mo ' tuh de 

groun ' . Mas ' o f  ' em uses saucahs . EVAHBODY MOS ' LY USES SAUCAH WHEN YO ' WANTA 
KILL SOMEBODY IN OAT LINE . 

(How do you put that picture in there? Do you [I probably demons trate ] put 
the face up like that ? )  

No , yo ' have tuh put d e  face down on d e  name . 
(And how is the name? I s  that name up or is  the name down ? )  

D e  name is down . D e  who le thing i s  down , d e  p ichure ,  de name an ' evah ' thing . 
An '  yo ' turn de saucah down . Al l dat down tuh de ground , tuh de earth . 

(And you j ust go out and dig a hole any place ? )  
Well , YO ' HAVE TUH DIG IT SIX FEET . YO ' CAIN ' T  LET NO ONE SEE YO ' . ANY PLACE 

IN DE GROUN ' , BUT IT HAVE TUH BE YO ' KNOW AT NIGHT . Yo ' wouldn ' t  want nobody ( to 
see you ] . [ Algiers , La. , (1594) , 2995 : 9 . ] 

821 7 . They tell me yo ' take a pichure o f  a man an ' put it up ovah yuh do ' an ' 
write his name an ' turn ' is face intuh de do ' comin ' [ into hous e ] , an ' call it 

NAME CALLED - 3 TIME S  EACH MORNING - 3 DAYS 
PHOTO OVER DOOR - FACE LOOKING INTO HOUSE 

NAME - CALLED 3 TIMES DAILY FOR 3 DAYS 
BEFORE PHOTO HEAD DOWN AT FOOT OF BED 

three mawnin ' s ,  three t imes each 
mawnin ' .  Dey tell me he ' ll come 
back . I know positively dat ' s  
true . I know a lady did i t .  [ New
port News , Va . , (480) , 50 2 : 2 . ] 
8218 . Take dat , de photograph , 
drive a pusson crazy wit dat photo
graph . Take dat an ' turn it ups ide 

down right at de haid o f  de baid , an ' call de indivj el [ individual ] name nine 
time , see - well , fer three days . An '  wit ' in dem three days dat pus son ' ll come 
tuh yuh . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (518 , DoatoP Nelson , see pp . 1599f . , 2260f . , etc .) ,  
609 : 3 . ] 

8219 . Dey take de p ichure tuh hurt or tub do good . Tuh do good , tuh keep 
yure man , yo ' take dat p ichure an ' yo ' take a needle , an '  yo ' stick a needle 

NEEDLE - STUCK CROSSWAYS IN PHOTO - WEAR IN SACK 
right through it j is '  lak 
dat . Right through de pi
chure , right crossways of de 

pichure lak dat , a sharp needle . An ' yo ' weah it , j is '  lak yo ' has a sack 
[nation saak , see p . l44 9f . , THE NATION SACK WOMAN ,  first quotation ] o r  anywhere . 
Yo ' kin put it in a l i ' le sack an ' weah it on yo ' ,  an ' yo ' put it down in dat ; 
but yo ' turns ' is haid dis way , right dere , see . An '  yo '  weah dat . An '  ah don ' 
care whut direction he ' s  in , dat keeps 'is mind tumbled up. Be ' s  got ta come . 

(You wear that any place on your b ody? ) 
Yes , in undah yure clothes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1547 ) ,  2807 : 5 . ] 
8220 . Take a needle or  even a pin and stick in yure face an '  bury it an '  yo ' 

will die .  
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NEEDLE OR PIN - STICK INTO FACE OF PHOTO - BURY 

(Your photograph? ) 
Yes . [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 5 5 ) , 
1031 : 1 . ] 
8221 . Ah ' ve heard two-three 
things about photographs . Ah ' ve 

heard dat chew kin take anybody ' s photograph , say if yo ' wanta ' flict dem some 
way . Take yo ' a needle an ' stick in dat part yo ' wanta ' flict , an ' bury it in 

NEEDLE STUCK INTO ANY PART OF PHOTO - INFLICTS PAIN THERE 
BURY FACE DOWN - 3 FEET DEEP TO REPRESENT 5 HOLY NAMES 

de earth face down .  
S ee , yo ' bury it 
thr ee feet deep which 
would represent three 

things , de FathahJ Son an '  de HoZy Ghost. 
s tance now , yo ' wanted ' im lame in de arm. 
needle in dat arm an ' bury it ' s  face down ; 

Bury it three feet deep . Say fo ' in-
Yo ' take dat photograph an ' stick dat 

or in de laig , or in de eye . 
(Any place you want them aff licted ? )  
Yes s ir .  
(Then all yo u  d o  i s  bury i t  face down? ) 
Yes sir . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 197 9 : 3 . ] 
822 2 .  An' j is '  lak i f  yo ' wanta a person tuh die ,  

but it have tuh be on tintype an ' den yo ' b ear [bury ] 

NEEDLES 4 - 2 AT FOOT AND 2 AT HEAD OF BURIED PHOTO 

well yo ' take their picture 
it on it ' s face an ' place 
two needles at de f oo t  an '  
two a t  d e  haid an ' j is '  l et 
it  stay dere an ' dey ' ll 

finely [ finally ] wizzle away . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) , 1521 : 1 . ] 
8223 . If it ' s a man dat ' s  got a woman or a woman got a man , dey take de 

photograph [ o f  himself or  hersel f ]  an ' git  chew a white  pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef [new] 

NEEDLES 9 : ON NEW WHITE HANDKERCHIEF SHE WRITES HER NAME 
AT TOP - HI S AT BOTTOM - STICK NEEDLES IN CLOTH POINTING 
TO LETTERS OF HIS NAME - REMOVE BACK OF A FRAMED PICTURE 
ALL ARTICLES AND HER PHOTO BEHIND - RESEAL BACK - REHANG 

an ' spread it out . 
Well , yo ' put [ stick ]  
nine needles in -dat 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef in a row 
an ' point all o f  ' ems 
[ to the ] name [ o f  the 

person to be held ] j is '  lak dis [ demonstrates ] . Take nine needles an ' po int ' em , 
point tuh dat - write yore name first [ if a man ] an '  ' er name . Write her name 
f i rs t  [ if writer a woman ] an ' ' is name down at de bottom.  [Write on the handker
chief . ]  Well , yo ' po int dem nine needles right tuh de end o f  ' is name , all de 
way , evah lettah o f  ' is name . Den yo ' [ the woman ] take it  an ' take her pichure 
[ photo of hersel f ]  an ' put it in a [ framed ] photograph [ or wall picture ] an ' take 
dat pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' dem nine needles an ' fasten it  up in dere [ framed 
wall picture ] an ' hang [ rehang ] i t  on de wall . Dat will hold ' im an ' he ' ll nevah 
go until she lose dem needles . I f  she lose dat pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef  an ' [ o r ]  dat 
photograph [ framed picture ] den he ' ll b e  gone . 

[How confusing the preceding s tatement was can b e  learned from my firs t com
ment , all wrong ! ] 

(Here ' s  your handkerchief and he takes a piece o f  paper and wri tes his name 
and her name , and she puts these nine needles in it p oint ing toward his name . 
Then she wraps that piece o f  paper either in the photograph or this handkerchief . 
Wraps them all up in the handkerchie f ? ) 

Dat ' s  right - no suh ,  takes dis photograph - [ I mean ] an ' take dis han ' ke '  
ch ' ef an ' spread i t  out in de back o f  dat [ framed ] photograph . 

(This is the frame - in the photograph frame ? )  
Yessuh , an ' den put ' er pichure in dat wit d e  frame . 
[ Is this a framed pho to of  herself hanging on the wall , or does she put her 
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photo and o ther articles inside the back of the wal l  picture? ] 
( She does n ' t use his p icture ? )  
Doesn ' t use his picture.  
( She puts her p icture in this frame and then puts this handkerchief and 

needle s [ and 2 names ]  in the back o f  i t .  Takes off  the b ack of  the frame and 
puts that in there? )  

Yessuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1422 ) , 25 63 : 1 . ] 
8 2 24 .  [Preced ing informant gives another version of  the nine-needle theme : ]  

Take his pichure an ' write his name . Write chure name firs ' an ' den ' is ;  will 
fellah yures , yo ' know . 

NEEDLES 9 :  WOMAN WRITES ON HI S PHOTO - HER NAME FIRST 
HIS UNDERNEATH - LAYS HIS PHOTO NEXT TO HERS IN CLOSET 

(You wri te your name 
first ? )  
Yes , an ' ' is name nex ' . 
(Underneath? ) 

nine needles an '  put i t  in de closet , an ' yo ' put 
dat ' ll make ' im s t ay s tay . He can ' t go no place . 

(You s tick these needles into the p icture? ) 

Yessuh , an ' den yo ' put 
chure pichure aside of it an ' 

Yessuh , nine needles . 
(You writ e  your name and then you write his name right underneath your name? 

And you put your picture right next to that picture in the cl oset . )  [ Fayette

NEW CLOTH - PHOTO WRAPPED IN - KEPT IN DRAWER 
ville , N .  Car . , (1424 ) , 2569 : 5 . ] 
8225 . I heard talk that you 
take a photograph and wrap it up 

in a new piece of material , and put i t  in a drawer ; and if the person is  away , 
they ' ll soon come . [Newport News , Va . , ( 2 9 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

8226 . U se de pho tograph t o  gain love . Well , yo ' photograph , if  yo ' like a 
gurl an '  perhaps  she tryin ' tuh gain love wit yuh , an ' yo ' ,  yo ' know ,  might have 

9 DAYS BURIED - FACE OF PHOTO RUBBED WITH OIL 
de privilege of viaitin ' ' er . 
Well , she might have some kin ' a  
small or large pho tograph in ' er 

home . Perhaps yo ' might git a chance to t ake it , or steal it in othah words we 
call it . An ' yo ' take dis photograph . Yo ' take dis photograph an ' yo ' bury it . 
Yo ' see , yo ' bury dis pho tograph fer nine days , but b efo ' buryin ' it yo ' takes 
[some sort of oil ] . 

(What kind o f  o il is it ?  
oil ? )  

I s  i t  something you mean - where d o  you buy this 

Well , yo ' kin buy it in de drug sto re . 
(Well , go ahead with the res t o f  the story and give me the name when you think 

of  the name later . )  
Well , yo ' take dis [mineral? ] oil an '  yo ' take it  an ' rub it  on de face o f  de 

pichure , an ' yo ' let dis pichure , yo ' know , s tay buried fer nine days , yo ' see . 
Dat ' s  how to gain ' er love , to make a sho rt s tory o f  i t .  [ For 9 days , see also 
p receding margin title CIRCUMAMBULATE etc . ] [Mobile ,  Ala . , (661) , 864 : 1 . ] 

9 DAYS - PHOTO BURIED ON FACE - 3 DIE 

822 7 .  Bury i t  on de face . 
(Bury it ? What will that do? ) 
In nine days yo ' ll be buried . 
(I see . ) 
On a tintype . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (747) , 
1016 : 8 . ] 
8228 . If  yo '  kin git aholt of sameone ' s  

photograph an ' yo 1 got it  in fo.' dem , why yo ' take dey photograph an ' yo ' clip 
de photograph in nine dif f ' ren '  ways . 
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(How do 
Yo ' cut 

yo ' cut de 

you mean , cut it nine different ways? )  
d e  fo ' cornahs offa i t .  But yo ' ain ' t gotta cut i t  plumb up . When 
fo ' cornahs , dat ' s  fo ' ways . Well , yo ' kin take it an ' cut it five 

NINE DIFF '�N ' WAYS - CLIP PHOTO - CUT OFF 4 CORNERS 
DAT 'S FO ' WAYS - LEAVE PHOTO 1 PIECE - RUNNING WATER 

mo '  dif f ' ren '  ways . Cut 
it all de way round , but 
j is '  don ' cut it up [ photo 
mus t b e  left in one piece ] . 

Den take dat pichure an '  carry it to  runnin ' watah .  Well , dey ' ll b e  harmed , gits 
in a car wreck or sompin .  Dey goin ' git out chure way . 

[ S topped machine . Informant added a remark . Restart to  repeat the addition . ] 
(They get cut up or something o f  that sort ? )  
Yes . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (132 8) , 2282 : 5 . ] 
8229 . Tuh break up a home , well yo ' kin take gunpowdah . 
(How would you use that ? )  
Well yo ' would take d e  gunpowdah an ' yo ' draw a pichure lak it ' s  fo ' two peo

ple . Yo ' draw ' em  j is '  lak dey goin ' tuh fight - yo ' know how chil ' ren kin draw 

9 TIMES - DRAW 2 PERSONS FIGHTING 
9 TIMES - WRITE NAMES 

9 PINCHES : GUNPOWDER - SALT - RED PEPPER 
9 MORNINGS - BURNED 
9 WI SHES - MADE 

funny pichures - j is '  lak dey goin ' 
tuh f ight . Yo ' takes de gunpowdah 
an '  nine pinches o f  salt , an ' nine 
pinches of red p eppah , an ' yo ' put 
it in de stove an ' make yure wishes . 
An '  dat breaks ' em  up . 
(Well ,  what do you do with the picture 
then? ) 
Well , yo ' take de p ichure perhaps an ' 

stand it on de head an '  put it in a dark closet . 
(No , this picture that you draw.  What do you do with that ? )  
Oh , what you drew. Yo ' burns dat . Yo ' writes dere names on dis papah . Yo ' 

draws on a plain piece of white papah , den yo ' takes dis p ichure , de man ' s havin ' 
a fight , yo ' puts de gunpowdah in dere , nine pinches , nine pinches o f  salt , an ' 
nine pinches o f  cayenne peppah , red peppah . An '  den yo ' put it  in de s tove fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s .  

(I  see , you put the s tuff into the picture? )  
Yeah . 
(You have to draw that thing nine times ? )  
Uh-huh . Yo ' don ' t  have tuh draw it zactly [ exactly ] lak ' em,  but yo ' draw it 

lak a man if yo ' kin or do it lak a woman , see . 
(Well , do you do that over again and again? ) 
Ovah ag ' in fer nine mawnin ' s .  [Norfolk , Va . , (491) , 5 29 : 8 . ] 
8230 . Yo ' take yore pichure . Ah ' ve heah dat yo ' take yore p ichure . See , 

j is '  lak if a person didn ' t lak yo ' or want ed tuh git chew outa de way . Yo ' d  

NORTH CORNER OF CHIMNEY OR 
LEFT CORNER OF YARD 
BURY PHOTO FACE DOWN 

take dat pichure an ' go outdo ' s . I f  yo ' wanted 
tuh , go right in yore yard at de lef ' cornah , [ o r ]  
d e  no ' th cornah of yore chimley , an ' dig a hole 
an ' bury it on yore face . Bury de pichure on de 
face . Well , yo ' s ee ,  as long as it lay on yore 

face , fades away , dat person will die . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  (1097 ) , 1768 : 2 . ] 

NORTH - CORNER OF HOUSE - CURSE PHOTO AND BURY 

don ' lak ' em no way . Yo ' take dat an ' take it  
Dig a hole an ' bury it bottom s ide upwards tuh 
Bury it bottom s ide upwards an '  den , yo ' know , 

8231 . Well , yo ' kin take a 
person ' s photograph - but chew 
gotta be mad wit ' em ,  yo ' know , 

tuh de no ' th cornah o f  y�re hous e .  
d e  no ' th cornah of  yore house . 
curse ' em  anything dat chew think 
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of , an' yo ' won ' have no mo ' trouble wit ' em.  Dey be s ickly all de t ime .  [Bruns-
wick , Ga . , ( 1211) , 2047 : 8 . ] 

8232 . Well , yo ' take dat pichure 
carry it wit chew . Yo ' kin take da t 

an ' put it  in yore pocket , if yo ' wanta 
pichure an ' yo ' want dem tuh love yo ' .  Dat 

whut chew wanta know. Take dat pichure 
an ' git some olive oil an ' put nine 
drops o f  dat p ichure right around , yo ' 
know , right around de haid . An ' put dat 

OLIVE OIL - 9 DROPS NEAR HEAD OF PHOTO 
IN POCKET - READ PSALM 23 OVER 9 DAYS 

pichure in yore pocket an ' tote it wit yo ' .  Den fo ' nine days yo ' read de 23rd 
Psalms ovah it , an ' dat ' ll make dem people care fo ' yo ' . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1167 ) , 

1962 : 1 . 1 
PERFUME - IN BASIN - WITH PHOTO 8233 . Take de photograph an ' dey ' ll put it in

tub a basin ·an '  dey ' ll put cologne on it until 
it change it ' s face , dat chew ' ll fall in love wit ' em .  Now dat ' s  true . But dey 
keep it in dat basin till i t  fades . Yo ' ll fall in love wit ' em den .  [ S t .  Peters-

PERFUME PHOTO 
STICK NEEDLE ACROSS  ITS FOREHEAD - HIDE 

burg ,  Fla . , (1009) , 1632 : 3 . ] 
8234 . Yo ' take de photograph an ' take 
some perfume , put it on de p ikture , an ' 
a needle an ' s tick de needle in de pik-

ture right acros t de fo ' haid , an ' hide it some place an '  she ' ll love yuh . [Wil-
mington , N .  Car . , ( 219) , 
2 16 : 6 . ] 

PERFUME - ON WOMAN ' S CUT-UP PHOTO AND HAIR BOTTLED 
HIDE IT WHERE SHE WILL WALK UNDER IT 

8235 . Jis ' take a woman ' s  
hair an ' pichure an ' cut it 
all up an ' put it in a bot-

po ' dis Heart 's OWn Perfume on it . 
aftah ' im . 

tle tuhgethah an ' take an ' 
She ' ll nevah quit ' im an ' she ' ll always run 

(What do they do with that bo ttle then? ) 
Well , hide i t  o f f  in de loft of  de house where she be goin ' undah it or  sompin 

lak dat . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1425 ) , 2571 : 12 . ]  
8236 . Take dere p ichure an ' put it undah yore baid , undah de haid o f yore 

pillah an ' s leep on it nine days , an ' he cain ' t go nowhere or quit chew . 

PILLOW - PHOTO UNDER - SLEEP ON 9 NIGHTS 

PIN - STICK INTO HEART OF PHOTO 

(That will keep the man? Jus t place 
it under there any way , under the 
p illow? ) 
Undah de pillah .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1365 ) , 2108 : 9 . ] 
8237 . Take a person ' s  photograph an ' 
take a pin an ' s tick dat pin in de 
heart o f  dat p ichure , where de per

son ' s heart is on dat pichure ,  an ' dat person will die . Dat will kill a person . 
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1426 ) , 25 72 : 2 . ] 

PINS OF BRASS 
4 IN EACH CORNER OF PHOTO - BURY 

8238 . Take dey photo graph an ' put brass pins 
in it an ' bury it wit de face down an ' dat ' ll 
cuz ' em tuh die . 
(How many brass pins do you take? )  

Fo ' ori each cornah. [Memphis , Tenn . , (937) , 1516 : 9 . ] 

PINS - 9 INTO HEART OF PHOTO - RUNNING WATER 
AFTER 9 DAYS PERSON IN PHOTO FALLS DEAD 

8239 . Yo ' take a person ' s  photo
graph an ' take nine pins an ' stick 
' em  in it , right through de heart , 
an ' take an ' carry it tuh runnin ' 

watah an ' throw i t  in . Why dat person will fall daid right anywhere dey at . 
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Aftah nine days why dey ' ll fall daid . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 2404 : 11 . ] 
8240 . Dey kin take yore pichure - ah ain ' t nevah done it but ah ' ve heered 

dis , undahs tan ' . Dey stick nine holes in i t , one hole evah mawnin ' fo ' nine 

PIN HOLES 9 - IN PHOTO - 1 EACH MORNING 9 DAYS 
mawnin ' s .  An '  de ninth mawnin ' 
aftah dey stick dat las ' hole 
in it - when dey put de f irs ' 

hole in dere , in dat pichure , in de heart o f  dat p ichure - lak dis is  mah pi
chure an ' dis is mah heart .  Jes ' take dat p in an ' s t ick a hole in dat heart on 
dat pichure . Stick one dis mawnin ' , one tuhmorrah mawnin ' , an ' one de nex ' mawn
in ' , until de ninth mawnin ' . An '  de ninth mawnin ' , when dat last hole will be 
stuck in de re , de man will b e  in bad condition . Dere can ' t nobody do h� no 
good . Can ' t  nobody do him no good nohow unless dey kin git dat air [ that there ] 
p ichure an ' kin remend dem holes . But if dey don ' t  do dat , why dat ' ll kill ' im .  
[Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1120a) , 1 7 99 : 4 . ] 

8241 . I heard tuh give yuh bad luck an ' mis fortune , tuh take yure photograph 
an ' turn de f ace of it tuh de earth , an ' put it undah , yo ' know , de things [ ties ] 

RAILROAD TRACK - PHOTO BURIED FACE DOWN UNDER TIE OF 
where de train track go 
along . Put it  undah one a 
[ o f ]  dose posttus [post s = 

railroad ties ] down undahneath dere , an ' turn it [pho to ] down an '  yo ' ll [ person 
of pho to will ) have all kin ' a  bad luck . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 301) , 228 : 2+85 . ]  

8242 . Well ,  den yo ' kin take a pers on ' s pichure at home [ and make them love 
you ] . 

(How could you make them love you with that picture . How do you do that ? )  
Well , yo ' weahs de p ichure an ' keep it all de time , an ' yo ' dress it . In 

o thah words , yo ' kin dress dat p ichure wit High John de Conkah vine , an ' yo ' 

"ROOTS" - PHOTO "DRES SED" WITH - KEEP IN DARK ROOM 
kin take dat Eve an ' Adam 

[Adam and Eve ] an ' dress 
it . Why den dere ' s  a root 

dey call de devil ' s  shoes tring . Yo ' kin take dat home an ' dress it . 
(What do you do with those roots ? )  

Well , yo ' would have - said when yo ' boil de roots , undahstan ' ,  an ' soak dat 
pichure an ' keep it in a dark room - a dark p lace all de time . An ' dat person 

will soon be ab sent-minded . 

ROOT WORKER - PHOTO TO 
FOR DRESSING 

RUG - PHOTO UNDER 
WALK OVER 

(Thought you were telling me that you could make them 
love you that way ? )  
Well , yo '  kin • • •  [ This rite i s  quite all right . ]  
[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2237 : 1 . ] 
8243 . Tuh make a person lak yuh , yo ' will take his or 
her photograph tuh a root workah an ' have it dressed. 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 9 ) , 152 : 1+85 . ]  
8244 . J is ' lak duh [ the ] vife tak '  ' er ' usban ' pichure , 
an '  lif ' up duh en ' of duh rug , an ' t ' un [ turn ] duh face 
dUn [ down ] tuh dub f loah , an '  valk ovah dat . She puts 
it dun var she kin valk ovah it - see , j is '  put it in a 
place var she go mos ' ly huhse ' f .  Dat ' s suppos e tuh keep 
' em  hum [home ] • [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? )  , 161 : 1 .  ] 

SAND - PHOTO BURIED IN 8245 . Ah hearn dat chew could take de phot ograph an ' 
bury it in de sand , an ' when dat pho t ograph melt  away 
of fa dat whut it ' s  taken on , yo ' ll die . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1225) , 2085 ; 3 . ] 
8246 . (If  a man leave s  his wife , how would she make hfm 
come back? ) 
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Make him come back? 
(How would the woman make him come back ? )  
Well , dey kin g o  buy a box o f  salt an ' take his p ichure . Take dat pichure an ' 

de box o f  salt an ' put dat pichure head foremost - put de head down an ' feet up -

SALT - PHOTO HEAD DOWN IN - 9 DAYS 
THEN HEAD UP NEAR STOVE WITH FIRE 

dat [ feet ] on top , de top of  ' is feet in 
dere . See , dis side up . An' aftah it set 
in dere nine days , yo ' take dat s alt off . 
Take dat pichure , aftah he come - soon as 

be come home - take dat pichure an ' put it up . If yo ' wan ' tub make him come 
quick , take dat p ichure an '  put i t  in a li ' le frame , an ' put it close tuh de 
stove , an ' keep a fiah in dat stove . An ' den , i f  yo ' want ' s  it hot , den yo ' 
sprinkle peppah on de bot tom part o f  dat pichure . I heah somet ime dey put • • • •  

[Norfolk , Va . , ( ? ) , 4 51 : 3 . ] 
SCRATCH UP - PHOTO - BAD LUCK 8247 . I have beard of boys and girls being inti-

mate together , and if this girl · would have a p ic
ture of this boy , and if she had any feelings of any kind against him , she would 
take this picture and scratch it all up to give him bad luck . [Old Point Comfort , 

SHAKE UNDERWEAR IN FACE OF PHOTO - WISH 
Va . , ( Informant 22) , by Ediphone . ]  
824 8 .  Dey take dere undies an ' shake it 
in ' is face [ the face of his photo ] any 

time she wan ' tub see him. Any hour of de night she j is '  wish f o '  him an ' he ' ll 
come . An '  j is '  whutevah she want , i f  he have it , he ' ll give it tub her . [Wil
aington , N .  Car . , (219) , 131 : 8+85 . ] 

8249 . I worked in a place and los t my j ob .  The man went out o f  bus iness .  I 
vas living with a very old colored woman and got behind in my rent . She had been 

going with a man . Thi s  man got mad at her and s topped her . 
SHOE - PHOTO WORN IN When she found out I could draw pretty well , so she had me 

to draw his picture as near his likeness as I could . She 
vould put this picture in the b o ttom of her shoe and wear it until it was almost  
worn out , and have me draw another . I don ' t know whether that caused him to  come 
back or not , but he certainly came back . [ Ocean City , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

8250 . Concernin ' photographs : Now , heah ' s some pho tographs . Yo ' may go ovah 
in town dere tub New Orleans , an ' yo ' ll have yore pichures taken on papah , some
vhut lak celluloid or sompin othah .  Dere ' s  no harm at all tub dat , no harm at 
all . It ' s  de tintype , tin [ that caus es harm] . 

Now usin ' dis , i t ' s  mos ' ly used fo ' gittin '  rid o f  a woman . Dat ' s  all . Yo ' 
canno t bring ' er tuh yo ' ,  but yo ' kin git rid of  ' er . 

Now, see dis po ' tion [ portion ]  o f  yore shoe heah [ demonstrates ] ,  dis heah? 
(That inner sole ? )  
Yessuh , yo ' raise dis [ demons trates ] .  
(The heel o f  it . )  
Dat ' s  right . Place dat tintype pichure undah dere an ' weah it . Now , dat ' s  -

yo '  place i t  back on . Quite nature [naturally ] de shoe is gonna weah j is '  lak 
steel wil l ,  an ' as yo ' weah dat shoe , dat person weahs an ' j is ' withah [wither ] 
off from yo ' .  Yo ' won ' know whut become of ' em ,  an ' dey won '  know whut become 
of yo ' . Dat ' s de onliest way dey kin harm yo ' wit a tintype p ichure . [Algiers , 
La. , (1581) , 2917 : 6 . ] 

8251.  Dat ' s if  a woman ' s  husban ' should leave her , or sweetheart , anything 
lak dat , j is '  take de pho tograph , see , an '  put in ' er shoe an ' j i s ' weah it . 
veab it till it weah out .  Den git anothah one an ' den weah dat un ' , so long 
as yo ' weah one , an ' he ' ll follah yo ' . He ' ll be so good tub yo ' ,  he be too good 
tub yo ' .  Yo ' j is '  put it - it ' s  always bes ' tub put in undah de leathah of de 
shoe , becuz somebody else might see it , see .  
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(In what shoe does she wear it . either shoe? ) 
Yo ' kin weah it in either shoe . Ah prefer de left shoe , though . [ Fayette

ville , N. Car . , (1448) , 2626 : 6 . ] 
825 2 .  Take dis photograph an ' yo ' kin put i t  in yore shoes an ' weah it , an ' 

if yo ' want dis guy back , yo ' kin git ' im.  
(Who se photograph is it? ) 
It supposed tuh be de man or de woman or whosomevah dat chew want . I f  yo '  a 

woman ,  yo ' kin weah him in yore shoes an ' yo ' kin git ' im  back. 
(You wear this pho tograph in either shoe ? )  
In de right one , yo ' mus ' weah i t  in de right one .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(105 2) , 1707 : 2 . ] 
. 

8 25 3 .  It ' s lak i f  a person mistreats yo ' an ' yo ' wanta git even wit ' im ,  an ' 
he ' s  go t yore p ichure an ' yo ' got ' is .  Ah mean if de girl is got yore [his ] 
pichure an ' yo ' go t one lak it , take it an ' put it an ' weah it in de bottom o f  
yore right-foo t shoe  an '  wear it , clean it • • •  

(What will that do? ) 
Dat will make ' im s ick .  [Wils on ,  N .  Car . , (149 6 ) , 2665 : 3 . ] 
8254 . Git ' is phot ograph . She kin go tub any place an '  have anothah one 

taken . Put one in ' er right shoe , an ' bury one undah de do ' s tep . Bury it wit 
de face down , an ' weah one in de bottom of ' er shoe , an ' see whut results yo ' 

SHOE - 1 PHOTO IN RIGHT - 1 PHOTO UNDER DOORSTEP 

back , an ' 
2981 : 10 . ] 

rule ' im , put ' im undah ' er command . 

git outa dat . 
(What do you do that for? ) 
Dat ' s  if yo ' wanta bring ' im  

[ New Orleans , La . , (1558) , 

825 5 .  Yo ' take dere name as yo ' d o  d e  othah re sets' (•  r�sLi-pes = rites ] 
an ' [ if ]  yo ' wanta keep ' em tuh yo ' .  Well , yo ' us e dat same ingrediment [ in

SHOE - IN LEFT 
PHOTO WITH NAME ON 9 TIMES 

gredient ] an ' yo ' write it nine times an ' put it 
undah yore lef ' linin ' of  yore shoe an ' weah it 
all de time .  
(That will bring them to you? ) 

Yes , de photograph . [New Orleans , La . , (1570 ) , 2884 : 5 . ] 
825 6 .  I t ' s prak ' ally [ practically ] de same . An '  dis woman she wuz j is '  

givin ' me so  much trouble wit mah husban ' ,  dat he wuz almos ' out fo ' good . Ah 

SHOE : " IT COME TUH ME ONE NIGHT IN MAH SLEEP 
S'i.Y"JIS ' TAKE HIS PICHURE AN '  WEAH IT • • •  

All TAKEN DAT PI CHURE AN '  All PUT IT IN MAH SHOE" 

didn ' t wan ' a  ' s turb [ di sturb ] 
mah place . Ah wondah ' d  whut 
tub do . Ah loved mah husban '  
an ' ah wuz j is '  so crazy ' bout 
' im ,  an ' j ealous ah guess . 
So it seem lak it come tub me 
one night in mah sleep , say ,  

Jis ' take his piahure an '  weah it . Ah got up through de night an ' ah taken dat 
pichure an ' ah put it in mah shoe , an '  ah didn ' t  tell anybody whut ah did . Ah 
put dat pichure in mah shoe an ' ah wore it dere . Dat one wored out an ' he com
mence tuh grow bettah . Ah looked roun ' an ' ah found ' nothah one , photograph , an ' 
ah put dat one dere . An ' ah wanta tell yo ' dere ain ' t a bet tah man dat walks , 
dan mah husb an ' . Oat ' s mah one experience . An '  ah �o le two or three othahs de 
same things . 

( I  AM LETTING THIS  WOMAN GO FOR THE MOMENT BECAUSE THERE IS A SPECIALL HOODOO 
MAN JUST CAME THAT I WANT TO TALK TO . I AM AFRAID HE MIGHT LEAVE . I ' LL TALK TO 
HER LATER. ) [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1448 ) 1 2626 : 7 . ] 

825 7 . [ For the out s tanding s tory o f  this margin t itle , though picture drawn 
on a shingle is shot , see the shooting of Uncl e  Mack ' s  picture - No . 3103 , p . 9 25 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wit chcraft - Rootwork - 345 7 

Says dey kin take yore photograph . Dey kin take yore photograph an '  take it 
an ' , i f  dey t i ' ed [ tired ] of  yuh or anythin ' lak dat , dey kin take it off [ some
where ] an ' shoot it fo ' a targe t . Say yo ' ll git killed pur tty soon.  An '  if dey 
want chew [want to keep you] , say dey kin take it an ' put it in de bottom of dey 

trunk , an ' lay it flat down , an ' dat chew ' ll nevah go 
nowhere . 

SHOOTING - PHOTOGRAPH 
(1) A FEW STATEMENTS 

(How do you mean lay it down? ) 
Lay it down on it ' s  face . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1455) , 
264 5 : 9 . 1 
825 8 .  Yo '  see when peoples dislaks [ dislikes ] yo ' or 

somepin lak dat , undahstand , dey kin take yore pichure , an ' take yore p ichure an '  
shoot yore pichure an ' yo ' will die . 

(How will they shoot that picture ? )  
J is '  take i t  an ' shoot i t  wi t  a pis tol o r  somepin lak dat , an ' yo ' ll die . So 

dat ' s  de way ah ' ve heard dat . [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla. , ( 992) , 1600 : 1 . ] 
8259 . Take a p ers on ' s pichure an ' shoo t it  an ' dey die . Wheresomevah dey be 

at , dey ' ll die . 
(Where do they shoo t that p ic ture? ) 
Dey shoot it in de face , anywhere , yo ' know . 
(Where do they put that picture when they shoot it ? )  
Have i t  any place , eny place shoot it . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1093) , 1761 : 4 . ] 
8 2 6 0 .  I ' ve heard that they could shoot your photograph and you ' ll die quick-

ly ; and if they bury your pho tograph , you ' ll die a s Zow death. [ S t . James a 

( 2 )  BURY OR SHOOT PHOTO : SLOW DEATH OR QUICK 

(3)  DIRECTION - IN WHICH PERSON LIVES 
SHOOT PHOTO 

black set tlement about five 

miles from Pocomoke City , Md . ,  
(99) , by hand . 1 
826 1 .  Hear ' em  say if dey 
wanted tuh kill yo ' quick , take 

Says yo ' bo ' a ho le in a tree , 
[hair off  top o f  head ] an ' put 
hair g oes away , yo '  go . 

yore track . Ah ' ve seen dat . 
in a pine tree or oak tree . Cut de head off heah 
it in dere an ' den drive a peg in it . An '  as ' er 

[ For my comment about this elderly man , see Zater. While recording machine 
was off , he b egan a photo rite : ] 

(The tintype . What did they use to say years ago ? )  
Take an '  shoot a t  yore p ichure an ' shootin ' de p ichure would kill yo ' .  
(But they generally put that p icture in a c ertain way you said . ) 
Yes , toward where he ' s  at or she ' s  at . 
(You have to put that picture up in the direction in which that person is liv

ing ? )  
Yes . 
(THIS OLD MAN WHO WAS JUST IN HERE WAS 87  YEARS OLD AND WAS BAREFOOT . )  [Wilson, 

N. Car . , ( 14 74 ) , 2654 : 6 . ]  
826 2 .  Ah heard dat i f  yo ' wanted tub kill a per son wit dere photograph , yo ' 

could take his photograph an' set it b ehin ' a burnin ' bush or a pile of bushes , 
an '  shoot it  wit a rifle or pistol or  sompin o f  dat sort . 

( Set it behind what kind o f  a bush?) 
(4) . FIRE - PHOTO SHOT THROUGH A - KILLS Behin ' a briar pile of bushes . 

Builds up de fiah an '  put de pichure 
ovah tuh de s ide of it an ' shoot through de fiah . Dat will kill dem . 

(You build a fire with the bushes and then you put this picture near the side . 
Right on the s ide ? )  

On d e  side an '  shoot right through de fiah . [Fayetteville , N. Car . , (1437 ) , 



3458 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

2603 : 4 . ] 
826 3 .  I f  someone wanta give 

a grudge ag ' inst  chew - dat dey 
yo ' real bad luck, says  dey kin take - if dey go t 
kin go an ' gi t chure pichure an ' take dis pichure 

(5)  FIRE - PHOTO SHOT THROUGH A - GIVES PAINS 
THE SAME DAY EVERY MONTH OF YEAR 

an ' build a f iah , an ' set de 
pichure b ehin ' de f iah . Dat ' s  
[demonstrates ] de pichure an ' 
heah ' s  de f iah . Dat ' s  de p i

chure . Set it off lak dat . Yo ' git ovah heah . Yo ' [ they ] take a gun an ' dey 
shoo t through dis p ichure , through dis fiah an ' hit de pichure . Take a sho tgun , 
scat tah shots . An '  shoot through de f iah an ' shoot a hole through dis  pichure . 
Well , when dey shoot s a hole through dis picture , dey says den , dat gives yo ' bad 
luck . It ' ll take dat - on dat t ime in evah yeah an ' evah month , on dat day , yo ' ll 
have pains . Whatevah day o f  de month it was ,  dey say yo ' ll have pains , sharp 
pains j is '  lak if yo ' were shot . 

(Now this is the picture across  the fire , and it is  looking at you - face 
towards you? )  

Yes sir . [ S t .  Pe tersburg , Fla . , (1014) , 1639 : 3 . ] 
8 26 4 . Yo ' take a photograph an ' go in de woods tub a tree , an ' yo ' j is '  lay 

it up from de ground up s ide de tree . Yo ' kin go dat high from de ground , e ight 

( 6) FIRE : NAIL PHOTO THROUGH FOREHEAD TO TREE -
8 FEET ABOVE SMOKE OF FIRE 

feet high . Ah ' d  take a ten
penny nail an ' drive dat 
through de forehead ontuh de 
tree . An '  git choo some 

splintahs - fat- lighter [pine ] splintahs [here , split pieces o f  wood , not small 
splinters ] - some people call ' em  torches - an ' make a smoke right down here [ at 
the bot tom of  the tree ] . Jis ' make a fiah ,  an ' de smoke goes right s traight on 
up [ over the photo ] .  An '  yo ' git choo a shotgun an '  go back about twenty-f ive 
or thirty feet from de tree , an' shoot right through that smoke at dat p itchure . 
Dey tell me dat ' ll kill yuh . [Large pieces of  fat- lighter pine ( several pines 
so called)  were used at night as outdoor hand torches . This is described some
where in the text by a woman , from Orangeburg , s .  Car . , whose grandmo ther de
s cribed a slave burial at night - a limited number o f  torches , no ' singing , etc . ] 

( 7 )  FORK OF ROAD - SHOOT - WITH PI STOL 
PHOTO IN CENTER OF FACE - KILLS 

[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 288) , 204 : 5+85 .] 
8265 . Lak yo ' got a pichure , see , j is 
a pichure o f  yo ' .  All right , lak dey 
love yo ' ,  s ee , an ' don ' t want see any

body else wit chew.  Dey go tuh de fo ' k of  de road an ' take a pistol an ' shoot dat 
pistol right in de centah of yo ' face . When dey come back yo ' ll be daid . 

(You shoot this picture at the forks of the road . )  [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 9 9 9 ) , 1616 : 4 . ] 

8266 . Yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks of de road , 
doesn ' t lak ' em , an ' yo ' wanta git rid of  

if  someone done s ompin tuh yo ' an ' yo ' 
' em fo ' good , git ' em  clean out de 

(8)  FORK OF ROAD - 9 MORNINGS - LEAVE PHOTO AT 
ON 9TH MORNING - SHOOT IN LEFT SIDE 

worl ' , yo ' go dere fo ' eight 
mawnin ' s  wit dere pichur e .  
An '  den d e  ninth mawnin ' yo ' 
could take it an ' shoot it 

on de lef ' side , an ' dey certainly are daid . Den yo ' know yo ' got rid of dem. 
(You take that picture out each morning and bring i t  back? ) 
Yessuh . 
(What do you do with the picture then ? )  
Yo ' shoot it on d e  left side . 
(Where do you put the picture when you shoot it ? )  
Carry i t  back home o r  eithah leave i t  down dere , but mos ' d e  people says  yo ' 
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leave it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' shoot it on de le f '  side . [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , 

( 9) FORK OF ROAD - THERE SHOOT AT PHOTO 
9 MORNINGS OR EVENINGS - KILLS 

(1447 ) , 2625 : 2 . ] 
8267 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s pichure , 
anybody ' s  pichure , an ' go tuh de fo ' k  
o f  de road an ' shoot at dat pichure . 

Go nine times an ' shoot at it nine mawnin ' s  an ' - eithah nine night s .  An '  yo ' kin 
shoot at dat pichure nine times an '  dat man will die . 

(Where do you put that picture out at the fork of  the road ? )  
Put i t  right a t  de fo ' k  o f  d e  road . 
(Put it on the ground or up in the air or where ? )  
Put it o n  d e  ground . Yo ' know , quite natural yo ' kin take a st ick yo ' know 

an '  pin it up so  he kin s ee it , chew know , an ' shoo t at it . [ Faye tteville , N .  

( 10) FOUR CORNERS O F  PHOTO 
EACH SHOT IN TURN WITH PISTOL 
THROW PHOTO INTO RUNNING WATER 

Car . , (1424 ) , 2564 : 7 . ] 
8268 . Take de tintype an ' point de fo ' 
cornahs an ' shoot it an ' yo ' ll soon die . 
(They do what to the four corners ? )  
Turn i t  round , de fo ' cornahs , dey meet 
de cornahs of it . 
(Show me . Say that ' s  the t intype 
there . )  
Take de pistol dis way an ' turn it ovah 

an ' shoot it [ this corner ] , an ' yo ' turn dis cornah an ' shoot on dat cornah . 
(Shoot it in all four corners turning it around? )  
Turn i t  roun ' an ' den throw i t  in runnin ' watah . 
(What will that do ? )  
As dat go down yo ' s  goin '  g o  down den too . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 1) , 265 2 : 1 . ] 
8269 . De nex ' thing , if a person don ' lak yo ' an ' wants tuh do yo ' dirty , dey 

kin go tuh work an ' take dat photograph an ' shoot it right directly to de heart 

( 11)  HEART - PHOTO SHOT THROUGH 
line , an ' in nine days he ' ll be a daid man . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1362) , 2402 : la . ] 
82 7 0 .  Take dat photograph an ' shoot it 

right in de heart , where de heart supposed tuh be , an ' bury it face foremos ' ,  
say dey ' ll die . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1470) , 2652 : 15 . ] 

8 2 7 1 .  Ah ' ve heard dey take a pichure an ' put it up an ' shoot on de left side 
[heart side ] an ' hit ' ll kill de person . [Waycross , Ga . , (111 7 ) , 1 7 93 : 13 . ] 

(12)  TREE - PHOTO ON - SHOOT 
(a) A FEW BAS IC RITES 

hit , he ' s  shore [ sure ]  tuh die . 
827 3 .  Ah heard dat a person 

s tump an ' shoot dat pichure an ' 
cross , Ga . , (1133) , 1837 : 13 . ] 

82 7 2 . A person ' s pho tograph , p ichure , yo ' kin 
take it an ' care [ carry ] hit in de woods an ' 
tack it up side a tree ,  an ' yo ' kin take yore 
gun an '  yo ' kin shoot hit .  An ' when yo ' shoot 

[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2291 : 6 . ] 
kin take yore pichure an ' put it on a tree or a 
it ' ll kill yo ' .  Ah have heard of dat . [Way-

8274 . Tack it  up ' gins t a tree an ' make a mark outa it an ' shoot it . 
( Shoot the photograph . What would that do? ) 
Says whosomevah yo ' DONE SHOT AT DEY BREAK OUT WIT CANCERS AN '  CAN 1 T BE CURED 

OR EITHAH BE KILT . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1074) , 1 7 37 : 5 . ] 
8275 . Well now , I ' ve heard dey could take yure pitchure , take an '  put it  up 

as ide a tree an ' shoot it ; s ee ,  yo ' ll git shot . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 249) , 

(b) ALCOHOL - 3 DROPS ON PHOTO ON TREE - SHOOT 
245 : 7+85 . ] 
8276 . Alcohol - put three 
drops o f  alcohol on it , on 

de photograph an ' stick it up side a tree an '  shoot it , an ' yo ' ain ' t goin ' stay 
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heah long . 
(What will it do , drive you away or kill you?)  

Kill yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1024) , 165 7 : 4 . ] 
82 7 7 . Take a photograph an ' take i t  down tuh a tre e ,  mos ' any kinda tree , an '  

cut a hole in de pine tree , j is '  fer ' nuff [ enough ] fo ' de photograph tuh set in , 

(c)  CURSE PHOTO 3 TIMES - SHOOT IT ON PINE TREE 
an ' auss dat photograph 
three time an ' back off 
[walk backwards ] f rom it , 

an '  fiah toward de photograph . Ah ' ve tried it . 
son , N .  Car . , (near 1489) , 2 660 : 5 . ] 

8278 . Yo ' ve heard of de oldtime gun waddin ' ? 
in dis gun waddin ' an ' dey care [ carry ] it tuh a 

Dat will kill de person . [Wil-

Dey put dis p ichure [ torn up ] 
tree in some lone isolated place . 

(d) GUN WADDING - TORN-UP PHOTO IN - SHOOT A TREE 
An ' dey shoot de gun 
off . Dey shoot de tree . 
Instead of powder ,  yo ' 

know , lak dey shooting someone . [ Gunman pretends that this mixture of  gun wad
d ing and torn-up picture is a shell and the tree is the person being shot . ]  An '  
dey say dat ' ll cuz dat person tuh have bad luck . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (215 , in
formant from Liberty Co . , Ga . ) ,  122 : 2+85 . ] 

8279 . Take dat photograph , an '  if yo ' wants dem , woman or man , yo ' wants dem 
out de way . DEY AIN 1 T GOT HEART ENOUGH FO 1 YO ' AN 1 YO ' WANTS 1 EM TUH GIT KILLED 
IN A ACCIDENT , OR SOMEONE GIT IN A FIGHT WIT ' EM AN '  KILL DEM . Take dat photo
graph an ' git chew one des e heah li ' le b eebee rif les , if yo ' kin [gi t ]  holt of 

(e) HEART - PHOTO ON TREE - SHOOT IN 
WITH A BEEBEE GUN 

it , an '  take it in de woods , an ' 
j es '  lak yo ' tack it ' ginst de wall 
[ o f  interviewing room,  you tack it  
agains t a tree ] , an ' take a good 

bead [ on the target ] wit de [beebee ] shotgun - ain ' t evah ' body kin do it but s ome 
kin - an '  shoot dat pichure . Be sure dat yo ' shoot it  on de heart side . Be sure 
dat chew hit it wit dat beebee ball [ shot ] ,  it ' s  a li ' le ball dat j is ' [makes ] a 
li ' le bit of  hole dere , dat chew hit it on de heart side . Well , WHEN YO ' PLUG 
IT ON DE HEART S IDE LAK DAT , HE ' LL GO AN '  HE ' LL GIT IN A FUS S ;  AN '  WHERE DAT 
BULLET HITS ' IM ON DE HEART SIDE , DEY PLUG ' IM DERE DE SAME WAY . 

(They will hit him right · there . )  
Don ' t care where yo ' go , dat de end o f  yo ' - right dere . [Fayettevill e ,  N .  

Car . , (14 33) , 2594 : 3 . ] 
8280 . Take it  an ' carry it in de woods an ' 

tree - an '  make i t  smooth [ a  smooth place ] an ' 
cut a green pine - or any green 
tack dat photograph up ag ' ins t de 

( f )  HEART OR HEAD - SHOOT PHOTO ON GREEN TREE 
tree , an ' git off  at yore 
distance an ' shoot dis 
photograph . Try tub hit 

it in de haid or in de heart , dey say , an ' j es '  lak yo ' do dat photograph , dat 
j es '  lak whut would happen tuh de p erson. [Green tree is  a common term for Zive 
tree , ordinary meaning avoid a dead tree or a tree not in leaf . ] [Waycross , Ga . , 

(g) HOLE BORED INTO TREE - INSERT PHOTO 
FACE DOWNWARD - SHOOT AT HOLE 

(1144) , 1868 : 1 . ] 
82 81 . Ah ' ve heard o f .  a person 
takin ' anothah person ' s pichure , 
a pichure of  ' em, if dey dislak 

' em ,  an ' takin ' it in de woods an ' bo ' in ' [boring ] a hole in dere an' stickin ' 
de pichure in de tree , face downwards , an '  den shootin ' holes in it . Ah ' ve 
heard of  dat . An '  dey ' ll soon die . [Waycross , Ga . , (1061 ) , 1720 : 10 . ] 

8282 . Take dat an ' nail dat up in a t ree an ' ,  i f  dey wanta kill yuh , dey kin 
nail dat photograph up an ' , if yo '  in New York or even Philadelphia or Boston , 
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an ' dey call yure name ,  an '  put 
(h) NAME CALLED - PHOTO NAILED TO TREE 

SHOOT WITH PISTOL 
a pis tol dere an' shoot dat photo
graph in de heart , won ' t  kill yuh 
right off ; but yo ' ll pine away , 

pine away , pine away unt il yo ' die .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (514-5 17 ) , 6 02 : 5 . ] 
8283.  Well , yo ' see , yo ' kin take dat ' ere [photo ] an ' [ a  no te of mine says 

informant very shaky� a stuttePeP] an '  bury it down in dirt an ' • • •  meal buries • • •  

( i) 9 DAYS - BURY PHOTO - IN CORN MEAL 
OR DIRT YOU WALK OVER DAILY - TAKE UP 
9TH DAY - WISH - NAIL TO TREE - SHOOT 

eithah meal . Dey eithah buries 
it in de groun ' where dey walk 
ovah it fo ' nine days , an ' make 
any kinda wishes yo ' want s fo ' 
it , yo ' s ee .  An ' den take it 

out , yo ' see , an ' nail it up s ide of de tree at 
lak dat , wit No . 8  shot . 

de ninth day an ' shoot it , sompin 

(What is that supposed to do to you? ) 
Dey say de person will die . 
(You take this  photograph first and you bury it in the ground , face down , you 

say .  And then what do you put on tha t ? )  
Make any kinda wishes yo ' wants tuh . 
(You said something ab out meal .  What did you say about meal? ) 
Even if yo ' don ' t want tuh bury it  down in de ground , yo ' kin bury it in de 

meal . 
(Oh , if  you don ' t bury it in the ground , you bury it in the meal . Corn meal? ) 
Yes , sir . An '  d en yo ' leave it fo ' nine days . Den yo ' see , yo ' kin make yere 

wishes , any kinda wi sh yo ' want . An' de ninth day yo ' kin take it up an '  shoo t 
it . [Norfolk , Va . , (47 5 ) , 491 : 7 . ] 

(j ) 9 MORNINGS - SHOOT IN HEART 8284 . Dey go ahaid an ' tack it [ phot o ]  
PHOTO HEAD DOWN O N  TREE up on de tree an ' shoo t i t , an ' dat ' ll 

kill yuh . Dey go dere nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
shoot it . Dat ' ll kill yuh , Jis ' turn it bottom upwards an ' s hoot it about de 
heart . [Wilmington , N.  Car . , ( 224) , 216 : 1 . ] 

8 285 . Dey tell me dat dey kin take yuh pho tergraph an ' carry it in de woo ds , 
an' put it on a p ine tree . An '  if dey kin shoot , yo ' know , r ight in a serious 

(k) 9 MORNINGS - SHOOT PHOTO ON PINE TREE 

part fo ' nine mawnin ' s • • •  an ' 
dey say aftah dat it ' ll kill 
yuh .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(174 ) , 87 : 2+85 . ] 
8 286 . If yo ' wanta harm a 

person ,  kill a person , say fo ' instance , yo ' kin draw de fo ' m [ form] of dat per
son as neah as yo ' kin , yo ' know. If it ' s  a woman , yo ' draw de fo ' m  of a woman ; 

(1)  9 MORNINGS SHOOT - DRAWN HUMAN FIGURE 
NAILED TO TREE - AFTER REMOVING POWDER 
FROM SHELL - RUBBING SOME ABOUT NAIL 
POWER GONE MEANS PRETENSE SHOOTING · 

if i t ' s a man , yo ' draw de 
fo ' m  o f  a man . An '  yo ' git 
chew a tenpenny nail an ' yo ' 
kin go tuh a tree out some
where , an ' yo ' nail dat fo ' m 
up on dat tree . An' yo ' kin 

take dat powdah outa dat shell , an ' yo ' kin take a li ' le  of  dat powdah , Yo ' go 
dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' yo ' take a li ' le o f  dat powdah an ' put it aroun ' dat 
nail in dere . Den yo ' shoot dat pichure fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' dat ' ll kill a 
person or ei thah put ' em in such a shape dat dey ' ll j is '  wanta be daid . 

(You don ' t do anything with that powder at all ? ) 
No , yo ' j is '  - aftah yo ' use a li ' le aro un '  dat nail , when yo ' firs ' put de 

p i chure up dere . Put a li ' le o f  d at powdah right aroun ' dat nail . Den yo ' kin 



3462 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

use dat - shoot dat p ichure fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  But yo ' kin use de powdah fo ' 
woman , miscarriage • • •  [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1166 ) , 19 60 : 5 . ] 

8287 . Dey take yore pichure an ' draw it in willah [willow]  tree an ' run a 
speah through yer hear t .  See , shape yer heart an ' put a speah through yer heart . 
An ' dey shoot yer p ichure nine times an ' dat ' ll cuz yo ' tuh drag until yo ' die . 
Wel l ,  All HAVE SAW DAT ' CUZ All SAW IT ON DE BAYOU , de photo wuz in de tree . 

(m) 9 TIMES SHOOT IN HEART - HUMAN FORM DRAWN 
ON WILLOW TREE WITH . SPEAR THROUGH HEART 

WISH - LODESTONE - DRAGON ' S BLOOD 

(An ordinary photograph? 
Or do you draw the form of 
that photograph? ) 
Yes [ you draw the form as 
informant stated ] . An '  dey 

put it in de tree an ' dey made dere wish , but dey put some kinda - dey put lode
s tone in it , too , an '  dey put dat blood , dragon ' s  blood in it , an ' dey had a 
speah through de heart . Yo ' know, lak yo ' speah it  through de heart . An ' dey 
shot it nine times , shot de heart nine times . [New Orleans , La . ,  (1586) , 2967 : 5 . ] 

(n) 9 TIMES SHOOT - ONCE EACH 9 DAYS 
PHOTO NAILED NORTH SIDE OF TREE 

8288 . Ah heard dat dey could take 
yore photograph tuh de woods an ' nail 
it up on de n� ' th [north ] s ide of a 
tree , an ' shoot at it nine times an ' 

dat will kill a person . Yo ' ll have hemorrhage an '  die . 
(Well ,  do they shoot that nine times all at once? ) 
Nine times , nine days . See , yo ' go dere nine times .  
(You shoot it once each day ? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454) , 2642 : 9 . ] 
8289 . Well , I ' ve heard of  ' em takin ' it 

de cemetery , an ' puttin '  it [head down with 
[ a  photograph ] an ' takin ' it out [ to ]  
face out ] up side a tree , an ' shooten 

(o)  9 TIMES SHOOT - PHOTO ON GRAVEYARD TREE 
ONCE DAILY 9 DAYS - EARLY IN MORNING 

it nine t imes [once each day 
for nine days early in the 
morning ] .  The person will 
finally die . [Wilmington , 

(p)  NORTH SIDE OF TREE - SHOOT PHOTO ON 
N .  Car . , (17 0) , 78 : 1+85 . ]  
8290 . Take de photograph -
yo ' mean yo ' pichure? Well , 

some folks say yo ' kin 
s ompin lak dat . Shoot 
( 1512) , 2679 : 1 . ] 

take dis an ' shoot it .  Put it on de no ' th side o f  a tree , 
it or sompin othah an ' kill yo ' . [Wilson , N .  Car . , 

8291 .  Dey take yore photograph an ' dey wanta do somepin tuh yo ' mean . Take 
dat photograph if it ' s  on a tintype an ' carry it off  in de woods befo ' sunup . 

(q)  NORTH SIDE OF TREE - NAIL PHOTO ON 
SHOOT HEART BEFORE SUNRISE 

yo ' at , if yo ' in New Yawk , dat ' ll kill yuh . 

(r )  OAK TREE - NAIL PHOTO TO - SHOOT 

An '  nail it up on de no ' th s ide 
of a tree an ' take yore gun an ' 
shoot it . Shoot chure heart b e '  
fo ' sunup . Ah don ' care where 

[Wilson , N. Car . , (1513 ) , 2679 : 1 2 . ] 
8292 . Ah heard dey kin take a t in
type photograph an ' carry it tuh de 
oak tree , an ' if dey wanted tuh harm 

yuh , an ' nail it dere wit a tenpenny nail an ' den shoo t .  Say dat would kill yo ' .  
[ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (1414) , 2544 : 4 . ] 

8293 .  [Quicksilver in hoodoo is rarely the . metallic element  mercury ; it is 
usually tin foil , or s craping s  from the metallic amalgram backing a mirror . 
There are o ther examples of this quiaksiZver in Hoodoo , and perhaps one or two 
of  the real substance . ]  

Ah said dey take a gun an ' load it wit quicksilvah an ' shoot chure pichure , 
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in yo ' arm or somepin lak dat . Make a card , don ' t chew undahs tand . an' if yo ' 
don ' do somepin fer it , why it will  j is '  keep arottin '  an '  rottin ' till it ruin 

yo ' , yo ' undahstand , wit bloodpoison . 
(How could you shoot quicksilver in a 

(s )  QUICKSILVER - PHOTO SHOT WITH gun? ) 
Take yore [gun ]  powdah an ' put it in 
dere an ' den yo ' pack it . Now yo '  

[add ] buckshot . Den yo ' take yo ' quicksilvah lak dat [ put thes e 3 things in gun 
or shell ] don' t chew undahs tand , an ' put it in de gun . [ Jacksonville , Fla • •  

( t) QUICKSILVER [MIRROR BACKING ] - PHOTO SHOT WITH 
(606) ' 785 : 3 . 1 
8294 . Ah heah mah 
gran ' mothah use tub 

say dat dey could take yuh photograph an ' could take dat an ' put it up side a 
tree . An '  said yo ' take a silvah bullet an ' shoot at i t , an ' s hoot yuh in yuh 
le f '  side neah yuh heart . Shootin ' yuh heart , i t  would kill righ t away . [Wil

(u) TELL TREE WHAT YOU WANT TO DO 
PHOTO NAILED TO BLACK GUM OR 
SHORT-LEAF PINE - SHOOT 

mington , N .  Car . , ( 289) , 207 : 1+85 . ]  
8295 . (Now what are you going to do 
with the photograph? ) 
Yo ' puts it on a bla ck gum tree an '  
dat ' s  purely tub harm yo ' .  An '  den 

yo ' ll tell it [ tree ] whut chew want . [You talk to the tree spirit . ]  Yo ' kin 
nai l  it on dat tree an' den yo ' shoot it .  Dat fer as ah know o f  dat . I t ' s  a 
b lack gum an ' [ or ]  a short-leaf pine , j es '  dem two ,  either one , but let it be 
in de swamp . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1382 ) , 2455 : 7 . ] 

829 6 .  Yes sir , yo ' kin take a pichure , take i t  down tuh runnin '  watah an ' 
tack it  on a tree an ' shoot it , i f  yo ' wanta kill ' em .  Well , now , yo ' kin kill 

( 13)  WATER - NEAR RUNNING - PHOTO ON TREE - SHOOT 
' em lak dat . Yes sir , 
j is '  take it an ' carry 
it tuh runnin ' watah , 

j is '  tack it on a li ' le tree right by de runnin' watah , yo ' know , de face of 
it . Shoot it . Well dat kills ' em .  Dat ' s  whut ah learnt from an ole man . 

( 14) WATER - PAN OF - SHOOT PHOTO IN 
[ Florence , s .  Car . , (1326) , 2269 : 7 . ] 
829 7 .  They put them [ a  tintype ] in a 
pan of  water , with the face up , and 

shoot at them . That disfigures their face and makes them moult away . [Fred
ericksburg ,  Va . , by Ediphone . ] 

8298 . At least ah know about de photograph . Well yo ' take a person ' s photo-
graph , dat ' s  providin ' if it ' s  on a tintype . Yo ' take a person ' s  photograph 

S INGING : "WALK AWAY A-HUMMIN '  SOME OLE RELIGIOUS SONG" 
AFTER BURYING PHOTO 

"WON ' T  BE LONG BEFO ' DEY BE THROWIN ' DIRT IN DERE FACE" 

an ' - prob ' ly yo ' wanta 
git shet [ rid ] of ' em 
out de worl ' where dey 
won ' t worry yo ' no mo ' . 
Take dat photograph an '  

carry i t  tuh a - prob ' ly some ole field or  nothah , an' bury i t  on d e  face . An '  
aftah yo ' bury it on d e  face , yo ' prob ' ly could walk away ahummin ' some ole re
ligious song . An ' aftah yo ' bury it on de face an ' walk away , hummin '  dat ole 
religious song , it  won ' t  be long befo ' dey be throwin ' dirt in dere face . It  
won ' t be long b efo ' dey be daid . 

(Well , what do you do with the photograph? ) 
What would yo ' do wi t  it? Yo ' bury it . Yo ' ll die ! [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(1049 ) , 1704 : 3 . ] 
8299 . Dey could do two things tuh yo ' [with photograph] . Dey could kill yo ' 

or dey could drive yo ' away . 
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( Suppose somebody wants to kill me , now? ) 
Bury it face downwards . 
(Bury the photograph with . the face down ? )  
Yes . 
(Well , suppose you want to drive me away? ) 
Well , if  dey wanta drive yo ' away , dey bury 

interviewing room o f  Eureka Hotel ,  for b lacks , 

STANDING UP - FACE AWAY FROM YOU - PHOTO BURIED 

it standin ' ; yo ' heah [ in the 
see v . l ,  p . XXXIII ] . Bury it 

standin ' up , wit de face away 
from yo ' .  No , not on its haid , 
j is '  lak it is  s tandin ' upward ,  

lak dis pichure heah . Wit de face away . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 915) , 1482 : 6&7 . ] 
8300 . Well , yore photograph , dey kin weah it in de hose tub make yo ' love 

' em  or eithah put it ovah a glass of watah , if yo ' off  from ' em an ' draw yo ' 

STOCKING OR SOCK - PHOTO WORN IN 
OR LAY FACE DOWN OVER GLASS OF WATER 

tub ' em . 
(You j us t  lay this pho tograph over the 

wat er? ) 
Yes sir , turn i t  down ovah a glass of 

watah an ' dat ' ll draw yo ' tuh ' em .  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1197 ) ,  2014 : 6 . ] 
8301.  De photograph , yo ' kin po ' [ pour ] sugah on dat an ' burn dis photograph 

an ' in nine days , whosomevah pichure dat is , dey must  be daid in dem nine days . 

SUGAR ON PHOTO - BURN - DEAD IN 9 DAYS 

SUNDOWN - BURY PHOTO ON FACE - HEAD TO 

(You burn that photograph with the sugar 
on it . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1052) , 
1707 : 1 . ] 
8302 . Take dat [ pho tograph ] an ' bury it 
on it ' s  face nex ' tuh de sundown . Dat 
will kill yo ' .  
(How do you mean they bury this photo

graph next to the sundOwn? What do you mean by that ? )  
Jes ' take de pichure where de sun go down an ' bury i t  on de . face , an ' turn de 

face towards de sundown . 
(Turn the head toward the sundown? ) 
Yes suh . [ Sumter,  S .  Car . , (1340) , 2316 : 15 . ] • 

830 3 .  Dey always t ell me tuh take dis man pichure , if yo '  got ' is pichure in 
yore house . Take dis man pichure an ' wrop it up in a piece o f  papah an ' stick a 

TALK TO IT - PHOTO 
(1)  WRAP PHOTO IN PAPER - PIN TO BED - SAY : 

YO ' STAYED ' WAY LONG 'NUFF 
AH THINK YO 1 BETTAB COME BACK HOME 

pin in it , a clothes pin [not 
clothespin ] , j is '  a stickin ' 
pin , s t ick anywheres dere . Take 
it an '  pin it  tuh de haid of 
yore bed or ' er bed ,  an ' all 
she den gotta do , tell ' im now, 

co ' se she know ' er husban ' name . "Yo ' s tayed ' way long ' nuff . Ah think yo ' 
bettah come back home . "  Dey say dat will bring ' im  back home . Jes '  a straight 
pin ,  one o f  dem s traight p ins , an ' s tick in dat an ' pin it tuh de haid of  yore 
bed . [Fayetteville , N.  Car . , (1396) , 2 510 : 3 . ] 

8304 . Dey [ a  woman ] said dey could take yo ' p itchure . Jis ' lak if  a woman 
husband leave huh or eithah a man leaves ' is wife , or somepin , dat dey could 

(2)  STAND PHOTO ON HEAD UNDER BED AND SAY : 
YO ' LEF ' ME BUT CHOO 'RE COMIN ' BACK 
YO ' LL BE ON YER HAID TUB SEE ME 

take de pitchure an ' turn it on 
de haid , turn de pitchure down 
on its haid , somewhere where i t  
kin stan '  up undah d e  bed outa 
sight . An '  tell it [ she , who 

told informant the s tory ] said dat , "Yo ' lef '  me but choo ' re comin ' back ; yo ' ll 
b e on yer haid tub see me . "  She [woman who told her experience . to informant ] 

·. 
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said dey ' ll come back or be on dere haid tub come back. An '  dey will come back . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (204 ) , 111 : 6+85 . ] 

8305 . Ah don ' t know where he [ the doator ] come from , but he told me tuh take 
his photograph an ' put up ovah de do ' , bottom upwards , an '  talk tuh it nine mawn

(3) 9 MORNINGS - TALK TO UPS IDE DOWN PHOTO OVER DOOR 
in ' s  an ' he ' d  come 
back . 
(That ' s  to make him 

come back . They turn i t  upside down for nine mornings and talk to it? ) 
Yes . [Petersburg , Va . , (44 7 ) , 422 : 12 . ] 
8306 . Go an '  git ' is . pichure an ' s tand it  on it ' s  

bed an' talk tuh it . Call ' im  back nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
haid undah de haid of ' er 
he ' ll come back . [Wilson , 

( 4) 9 MORNINGS - TALK TO HEAD-DOWN PHOTO - AT HEAD OF BED 

(5) 9 MORNINGS - PHOTO AT HEAD OF BED - CALL PERSON 
ONCE EACH MORNING - NEW PIN - PUNCH HOLES IN 
PHOTO EACH MORNING - WHILE PUNCHING HOLES TALK 
TO PICTURE - PERSON OF PHOTO DOES WHAT YOU ASK 
TO HARM PERSON OF PHOTO - TAKE TO GRAVEYARD 
CALL SPIRIT OF THE GRAVE - TAKE 9 HANDFULS 
OF DIRT - EXPLAIN WHAT WORK YOU WANT DONE 
PAY SPIRIT 3-9-13 CENTS - BURY PHOTO THERE 

N .  Car . , (1454) , 
2644 : 4 . ]  
8307 . Yo ' could 
take a pichure . 
Now, if yo ' wanta 
do good , if yo ' 
wanted de person 
tuh love yo ' or 
somepin an ' - yo ' 
put dat p ichure 
tub de haid of 
yore bed , an ' call 

de person ' s name nine mawnin ' s .  An '  wit a pin dat ' s nevah been used , a new pin ,  
yo ' put nine holes intuh dis p ichure fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' while yo ' punch dos e 
holes , yo ' talk tuh de pichure j is '  lak yo ' talkin ' tuh de person . An ' af tah de 
nine mawnin ' s ,  j is '  whatevah de s tatements  were dat chew made , dat person will do 
j is '  lak yo ' ast dem tub do , but chew must keep dat pichure dere . 

(You punch one hole each morning or nine holes ? )  
Nine holes for nine mawnin ' s . 
(That ' s  nine times nine ? )  
E ighty-one . 
(And you keep i t  at the head o f  the bed? ) 
Yo ' keep it dere tuh de haid o f  yore bed . 
(Now you do harm you say with the photograph . Tell me about that . )  
Well , i f  yo ' wanta do harm wit de pichur e ,  yo ' could take dat pichure an ' yo ' 

take dat tuh de graveyard , an '  yo ' go an ' yo ' call de spirits o f  de dead . When 
yo ' think dat de spirit is  der e ,  yo ' take out nine han ' fuls of  dirt out of dat 
grave . Den yo ' place dis pichure down dere an ' yo ' explain tuh de spirit j is '  
whut yo ' want ' em tuh do tuh dat pahticlah [ particular ] person , see . An '  what
evah yo ' say , den yo ' pay dat spirit . 

(Well , now. What do you usually pay the spirit? )  
Well , it goes - well , NOW DE FIRST DEGREE IS THREE PENNIES . DE SECOND IS NINE 

AN '  DE THIRD IS THIRTEEN. 
[ I  do not recall that these sums o f  money paid the spirit are called degree 

elsewhere in Hoodoo. ] 
(Then you cover that picture up in there? ) 
Let it s tay dere.  An ' yo ' have tuh explain tub dis spirit whut tub do tuh dat 

pahticlah person , an '  pay dem tuh do dat . Dey ' ll do it j is '  lak yo ' ast dem tuh 
do . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 219 2 . ]  

8308 . Well , dere sev ' ral things dat chew kin do wit dat . Now yo ' kin take a 
person ' s - now lak if  a person is o ff an ' yo ' wanta draw dem tub yo ' wit dere 
pho tograph . Yo ' kin take dat pichure an ' yo ' kin turn it - it will show yo ' see . 
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Yo ' kin take dat pichure lak dis tuh de eas t part of de world - yo ' kin take dat 
pichure an ' turn de face of it lak dat [ demons trate s ]  in de dark . 

(6 )  9 MORNINGS - TALK TO  PHOTO OF  PERSON FACING 
DIRECTION HE LEFT - HE ON HEAD FACING YOU 
JOHN AH MEAN FO ' YUH TUH COME HOME 
YO ' HEARD ME TALKIN ' TUH YUH 
COME HOME "IN DE NAME OF DE LORD" 
IF YOU HAVE A SPECIAL SPIRIT - USE HIM 
ANOTHER METHOD - THROW SALT WAY HE WENT 

(The face to the east? ) 
To de east . See [demon
strates ] lak dis is de face 
here . Yo ' do dat , s ee ,  lak , 
an ' let it be  in de eas t  
part , an ' l e t  d e  face be 
towards dat way . An '  nine 
mawnin ' s yo ' go tub dat pi
chure an ' lak , if  yo ' face 

de haid up dere , yo ' go tuh it lak dis [ demons trates and talks ] .  
(Have that p art ups ide down , turn it upside down and talk to it . )  
Talk tub it . 
[ Informant demonstrates while I describe demonstration . ] 
(Now this picture is upward on the mantel [ o f  the interviewing room] , but the 

face is agains t the wall facing to the eas t and the head is up . When you go 
there these nine mornings , you pick up the picture and j us t  turn it back so that 
YOU ARE TALKING TO THE FELLOW WHOSE HEAD I S  UPSIDE DOWN . ALL RIGHT , NOW , WHAT 
DO YOU SAY? ) 

Well , now , yo ' call ' im by his name . 
(You call this picture by his name . )  
Jis ' lak , fo ' ins tance , say his name is John . Yo ' j is '  take his pichure up 

an ' say ,  "John , ah mean fo ' yo ' tub come home , "  say , "yo ' heard me talkin ' tub 
yo ' • Come home , In de Name of de Lord. " See , an ' if  yo ' use a holy name , why 
yo ' kin call , CALL DAT HOLY SPIRIT ' S  NAME , yo ' see , SUCH AS JACK OR WHATEVAH 
SPIRIT NAME YO ' USE . Call it dat way . When , if  yo ' not dealin ' wit de spirit s , 
why den yo ' call ' im [ the man ] . Jis ' call ' im ,  say , "John , "  say ,  "ah mean fo ' 
yo ' tub come home . "  Say , "Yo ' know ah want chew tuh come home . Ah mean fo ' yo '· 
tuh come . Yo ' heerd me callin ' yo ' . Come home ! " See , an ' talk tuh ' im  dat way . 
Turn it [ photo ] an ' leave back up dere ; but do dat as early as yo ' kin in de 
mawnin ' ' fore twelve aclock , see . An '  if yo ' don ' t ketch it in de mawnin ' ' fore 
twelve aclock , den yo ' ket ch it at nine aclock at night or eithah right af tah 
twelve at night . 

(And you say you do this  for nine days ? )  
Yes sir , fo ' nine days . 
(And that will bring him back? ) 
Dat ' ll bring ' im back. An '  den again yo ' kin use salt , j is '  common cookin ' 

salt tuh bring a person back whatevah direction .  If yo ' know whatevah direction 
de party is in - say , north , eas t or south - whatevah direction , yo ' kin j is '  
take a li ' le p inch of  salt an ' go tuh de do ' in de yard where yo ' kin throw it . 
All righ t , throw it in dat d irection an ' call ' em by dere name . An '  call ' em in 
dat way an ' dey ' ll git so res tless an ' uneasy , an ' dere mind will j is '  git  on dat 
place where yo ' want ' em  tub come , cuz dey ' ll have tub come . [Waycross , Ga . , 

TEAR UP PHOTO - THROW AWAY 
(1166 ) , 1956 : 4 . ] 
8309 . It has been said dat if yo ' take de photo
graph of a person an ' shuts it up in a enclosed 

t ight place , an ' de nex ' day dey takes it an ' tear it up tub pieces an ' throw i t  
away , say dat will also cuz d e  person tuh be hurt some way lak dat . [ For tear ing 
up photo , see preceding margin title GUN WADDING , p . 3460 . ] 

(Why do they put this photograph in s ome tight place? ) 
In some tight place - wedge it up in some close place somewhere where dere no 

draft . An '  take it  de nex ' day an ' tear it up . Tear i t  up in p ieces an '  throw 
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it  away . [ S t . Petersburg ,  Fla . , (983) , 1590 : 13 . ] 
8310 . If  yo ' have a photograph o f  ' em , yo ' could take dat photograph an ' 

burn i t  bot tomside upwards ,  which an ' why , turn de haid part down , an '  put chure 
right hand tub yare heart ,  In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an '  de Holy Ghost ,  

THREE HOLY NAMES 

3 DAYS - DEAD WITHIN 

dat chew wan ' ' em tub return back tub yuh . An '  dey 
will come back. [Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2238 : 2 . ]  
8311 . Take de photograph an ' bury it in de ground , 
in three days yo ' will be daid . 

IF PHOTO BURIED FACE DOWN (How do you bury it in the ground? ) 
Bury it wit yuh f ace turned tub de groun ' , in three 

days yo ' will be daid . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 91) , 7 6 2 : 1 . ] 
8312 . Dey kin take yore photograph , lak it  be a li ' le small pichure ,  an '  take 

some - if dey wanta hurt cha , dey kin hurt cha wit yore photograph . An '  den dey 

3 INGREDIENTS :  SALT - RED PEPPER - SALTPETER 
PUT ON PHOTO BURIED 5 INCHES - KILLS 

kin bring yuh home tub dem. wit de 
pho tograph . But de way dey hurt 
chew wit de phot ograph , dey t ake 
de photograph an ' dig a hole an ' 

put it  down in de hole . Bury it an '  about five inches down in de ground , an ' put 
salt an ' peppah on it , cayenne peppah , dis here pulvahized cayenne peppah an ' 
saltpetah [ 3  ingredients ] .  An ' bury dat down in dere an ' dat will make yuh git 
down sick , j es ' on a drag. An '  de mo '  dat pho tograph rot , de mo ' clo sah tub de 
grave yo ' will be  goin ' ; an ' aftah de photograph rot s , yo ' will be daid . [Mob ile , 

Ala . , (692) , 924 : 6 . ] 
3 INGREDIENTS : HORSEHAIR - SALT - VINEGAR 

BURIED WITH PHOTO UNDER DOOR - PARALYZES LEGS 
8313 , If ah had ' is pichure , ah 
could take it an ' bury it wit a 
horsehair or somepin lak dat 

undah ' is do ' s tep an ' put a li ' le vinegar in it an ' sal t  [ 3  ingredients ]  an ' ah ' s  
fix ' im - li ' le vinegah an ' salt an '  den bury it undah his do ' step . An ' when he 
come out de house in de mawnin ' ,  he ' s be paralyzed in ' is laigs . 

(They bury this pho tograph with a horsehair , you say? ) 
Wit a horsehair an ' some vinegah an ' salt . An '  put it undah ' is do ' step . An' 

when he come out he ' ll be paralyzed in ' is laigs de nex ' mawnin ' .  [ S t . P eters
burg , Fla . , (994) , 1 606 : 2 . ] 
8314 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  pichure an '  cut dey throat 

THROAT - OF PHOTO CUT of de pichure - cut de throat . 
(Cut the throat? )  
Yassuh , an ' dey say de person will git murdered ' fore dey 

die . [Waycross , Ga . , (1147 ) , 1870 : 4 . ] 
8315 . I t  depend upon i f  yo ' know de hour or purtty much de t ime of  dat dat 

de photograph was taken. Dey kin take i t an '  do whatevah dey wanta . If dey don '  

TIME OF DAY PHOTO TAKEN - MUST BE WITHIN 2 HOURS 
BURY ON FACE - SENDS WANDERING - LOSES MIND 

know de hour , purtty much de 
hour , when yo ' had yore photo
graph taken , it ' s  hard tuh do . 
But if dey kin come an ' say , 

in [within ] two hour ' s  time , dey ' ll take dat photograph an '  turn on its face , 
bury it on its face , an '  it  will - from time tub time yo ' will j is '  begin tub 
wonder [wander ] ,  j is '  begin - yo ' ve seen people wonder in ' [wandering ] ,  j i s '  goin ' 
an '  it  don ' t look like , dey treats evahbody nice but ' is mind , people say , "Well , 
ah knows when yo '  was a fine fellah . Ah knows when yo ' was j i s '  all right . " Do 
enything fer yuh in de world . Look lak he ' s  los t ' is mind or somepin . Well , 
dat ' s  de trouble . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 542) 1 6 72 : 2 . ] 

8316 . Take a man ' s  pichure an ' go tub dis open toilet . Take dat pichure an ' 
push it down in dere , dat ' ll make him l�ave dat place . He won ' t stay roun ' dere 
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no mo ' .  
(Do you push it down any special way ? )  TOILET - OUTSIDE - I N  BACKYARD 

PUSH PHOTO DOWN INTO No , j is '  push it down in dere , in de open toi
let . 

(Out in the back yard . )  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1492 ) , 266 2 : 7 . ] 
8 317 . She kin take his pichure an ' tear it in fo ' parts , an ' put it in de 

commode an ' flush it fo ' times , an ' call his name fo ' times , an ' he ' ll come 
home . 

TOILET - INS IDE - FLUSH 4 TIMES 
AFTER CALLING VICTIM' S  NAME 4 TIMES 
AND TEARING HIS PHOTO INTO 4 PIECES 
AND DROPPING THEM INTO FLUSH TOILET 

(You mean , put it in the toilet and flush 
i t ? )  
Pull i t  fo ' times , j is ' as many parts as 
she have it cut in , see an '  den call ' is 
name fo ' times , an ' he ' ll come back tub 
her .  

mean , she puts it in the to ilet and 
vannah , Ga . , ( 12 66 ) , 214 6 : 1 . ] 

(If  he ' s  out of town , he ' s  left her .  You 
you [ she] flush [ flushes ] the water . )  [ Sa-

8 31 8 .  [We have already met in this section on photographs a considerable 
numb er of rites concerned with shooting them on a tree - s e e  Nos . 8272-829 5 .  Here 

TREE - PHOTO RITES AND 
(1) APPLE TREE - NAIL PHOTO TO - THROUGH HEART 

HIT NAIL ONCE DAILY - 9 MORNINGS 

are non-shooting ones in a 
workable o rder , a logical 
one being impossible . ]  
Ah heard talk of ' em drivin ' 
a nail in a tree , but now 

yo ' d  have tub have yore pichure . Now , yo ' see , dey tell me dat yo ' takes a pi
chure an ' if it ' s  a tintype pichure - a p ichure made on a t in - say yo ' take dis 
heah p ichure an ' yo ' takes a nail . An ' yo ' goes tub dis heah - puts it on a 
apple tree . An ' yo ' j es '  sticks it  in dis mawnin ' an ' hits it . An '  yo ' goes 
tuh it fo ' nine mawnin ' an '  yo ' drive dat nail , an ' say on de ninth mawnin ' dat 
chew drive dat nail [ all the way into tree ] . Dey say den it would kill yo ' .  

An '  den , say if yo ' make it on a - j es ' a papah or pastebo ' d ,  den fo ' de 
ninth mawnin ' yo '  go dere an ' hit it , say it would make yo ' sick . 

(Do they put that nail any special place in the picture? ) 
Put i t  right in de heart , right through de heart of  de individual whosomevah 

dey is on de p ichure , j es '  as neah in de heart as dey kin git it . Jes ' imagine 
de heart an '  put dis nail in de heart .  [ Fayetteville ,  N . Car . , (1391) , 2 396 : 1 . ] 

8319 . Take a p erson ' s  photograph an ' yo ' go on de no ' th side of  a tree . An ' 
yo ' take dat tree an ' hew dat bark offa dere , an '  put dat photograph in dere an ' 

(2) BACKWARDS 9 STEPS - NAME VICTIM - CURSE 
HAVING NAILED PHOTO UNDER BARK - NORTH S IDE OF tREE 

nail it up . An ' yo ' 
walk back from dat 
tree nine times 
[ step s ]  an ' cuss , 

an '  say whutevah yo ' cuss , an ' whosevah name yo ' call , dat 
(You j ust fasten that on the north side of the tree ? )  
Yes , cut de bark out an ' put de photo graph intuh it . 

person die . 

(And walk backwards nine s teps and cuss and call their name . )  [Wilson , N .  

( 3) BARK - STRIP TREE - INSERT PHOTO - RESTORE BARK 

de tree an ' put it in dat place whut chew cut - j i s '  a 
nail it  back up dere . An '  dey say dat will kill ' em.  

(Cut a hole in the tree and put  this p icture in and 
Yessuh .  [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1424 ) , 2 5 70 : 5 . ]  

Car . ,  ( 1495) , 2664 : 12 . ] 
8320 . Take de pichure 
an ' cut a piece out of 

piece out de tree an ' den 

nail it back up ? )  
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832 1 .  She [his grandmother ] say ,  "Put chure pichures up , son, don ' t  let chure 
pichure hang around , if  ah got holt of ' em" - she tell me about dis , say ,  "people 

(4) BARK - PIECE OF - STRIP DOWN TREE - PHOTO AND 
HUMAN EXCREMENT ON - TACK BACK BARK 

kin take dat pichure an' 
run yo ' crazy . " 
Ah say , "Yeah? " Ah wants 
tuh know it , yo ' know . 
She say ,  "Dey kin take dis 
pichure an ' run yo ' crazy , 

boy . Yore p ichure should b e  put 
his grandmother . ]  

up . "  [ Informant now tells what he heard from 

Dey take dis p ichure heah an '  dey go tuh de toilet , an ' git some o f  dat stuff 
out of de toilet an ' put on dis pichure . An ' dey ' ll go way out in de woods some
where an ' cut a little piece of  bark off a tree , dat is hangin ' down lak dis 
[ demons trates ]  yo ' know, an' put dat pichure up dere . An '  tack it up dere an ' 
put dat bark b ack up dere .  An '  since dat tree is constantly growin ' , yo ' know , 
an '  dat pichure being wit dat s tuff dere , why see , dat will constantly make dat 
thing go back ovah dere . Say it will run yo ' crazy , dat pichure being in dat 
tree dere . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (993) , 1604 : 2 . ] 

832 2 .  Wel l ,  de ole han ' s ,  de ole folks yo ' know, dat ah ' ve heard talk about 
dese things , dey us ely [usually ] take de photograph , but it have tuh be  a tin

(5)  CEDAR TREE - NAIL PHOTO TO SUNRISE S IDE OF 
WITH 9 LICKS ON SIXPENNY NAIL AT ONE TIME 
CENTER OF PHOTO - OR FOREHEAD - OR STOMACH 

type . It cain ' t be no paste
bo ' d .  I t  have tuh b e  a tin
type , an ' dey take i t  an ' 
take sixpenny nails an '  go 
tuh a cedah tree an ' drive 

it . Don ' t hit but nine licks an ' drive it on de sunrise side . An ' dat person 
usely dies . But ah ' ve nevah known it atchly [ actually ] tuh happen ,  ' cuz ah nevah 
seen it done . 

(They drive one nail into this ? )  
Yeah , a s ixpenny nail an ' s trike i t  nine licks . 
(All at once , at the same time? ) 
Strike it  nine licks an ' drive it in de centah ; right in de centah of de  pi

chure , or in de centah of de fo ' head , or eithah in de centah right in de stomic 
part of it yo ' see . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1342) , 2323 : 6 . ] 

832 3 .  Dey said dat sometimes ff . people gi t hold of yer pitchure , an ' dey said 
dat dey could take yer pitchure , s eal it up intuh a tree an ' s top it up tight , 
let dat pitchure s tay dere fer nine days , den af tah nine days go back dere an ' 

(6)  CROSS MARK - MADE ON SEAL OF PHOTO 
SEALED UP IN TREE 9 DAYS EARLIER 

( 7 )  DOGWOOD TREE - PHOTO IN 1 INCH HOLE 

cross dat pitchure , dat means cross 
dat stop [wooden peg] , put a cross 
mark on it [ peg ] . Den dey say aftah 
dat he comes tuh be crazy . [Wil
mington , N .  Car . , (234) , 159 : 2+85 . ] 
8324 . (You bore a hole into what ? )  
Jis ' about a inch hole in a dogwood 

tree , j is '  about a inch augah or bit chew know . An '  bo ' it j is '  b ig enough tuh 
s tuf f de pichure in it tight an ' den s top it up . Dat ' ll perish ' em away . [ S� 

(8 )  EAST-FACING PHOTO - IN BORED TREE HOLE 
VICTIM FIRST WALKING OVER IT AT OWN DOOR 

ter , s .  Car . , (137 7 ) , 2446 : 3 . ]  
8325 . Ah don ' t know whethah 
it ' s  true , but ah heer ' d dis , 
see . Yo ' kin take a photo

graph an ' yo ' kin take it an ' put it undah de s teps an' yo ' kin walk ovah it , 
or eithah yo ' kin take it  an ' carry it tub a tree facin ' eas t . Bo ' a hole an ' 
put in dere an '  in a length of time yo ' will die . 
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(Why do you put that photograph under the s tep ? )  
De person have tuh walk ovah i t  - see , dat photograph belongs tuh - walk ovah 

i t .  An '  den aftah dey walk ovah it , dey know dey come outa de house somet ime , 
see , den dey take it tuh dat tree an ' bo ' de hole in i t . 

(You put it  under the s tep , then you put i t  in the tree . Do you stop it up 
in the tree in any way? )  

Aftah yo ' take de bolt outa dere , den put dat bolt back in - bolt o r  plug -
dat peg back in dere . [Waycross , Ga . , (10 76 ) , 1742 : 7 . ] 

( 9 )  EYES OF PHOTO PLUCKED OUT - NAIL TO TREE 
SUNDOWN S IDE - 9 MORNINGS HIT NAIL 1 TIME 

8326 . Yo ' kin t ake dat , de 
pichure an ' pluck out ev ' ry 
eye s . Carry it in de woods 
to a tree to de sundown s ide 

an ' nail it on dat tree an ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  ev ' ry mawnin '  go dere an ' give a 
tap on dat nail fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  In nine mawnin ' s  dey ' ll drift on away . 

(You first pluck out the eyes ? )  
Yes . [ Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , (1368) , 2422 : 3 . ]  

832 7 . Nail it tuh de - tree - nail de face 
(10) FACE TO TREE - PHOTO NAILED up tuh a tree . In othah words , nail it up 

b ackwards , an ' dat supposed tuh run · ' em 
crazy . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (495) , 538 : 7 . ]  

832 8 .  Yo ' kin take his pichure an ' make him come back . 
(How would they do that ? )  
Well ,  yo ' kin go tuh a tree an ' cut it o n  a certain side an ' nail ' is pichure 

up in dere wit de face tuhwards it , an ' dat ' ll make him come back . 

( 11) TREE - PHOTO NAILED AGAINST 
FACES TREE AND THROUGH TREE 
DIRECTION DEPARTING MAN TOOK 

(The face toward what ? )  
D e  tree . Cut d e  tree an '  put ' is pichure 
right up dere , an ' nail it up in dere -
up in dat tree . 
(Well , you said , the face towards what ? )  
De inside o f  de tree - ins ide . 
(And what s ide of the t ree did you make 
that hole in? )  

he ' s gone ; 
(I  see , 
An '  dey 

back. 

Well , it  depend on which way yo ' think 
de south side , de north s ide , eithah one [whatevah direction ] . 
to make this man come back , when he ' s  run away from that • • •  ) 
said yo ' could bury de person on dey face an ' dat ' ll make him come 

( I  see . ) [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 709) , 9 7 7 : 8 . ] 
832 9 .  Ah heard dat chew could take dat 

(12)  FORKED LIMB - CLIMB TREE photograph an ' climb up a tree an ' turn it 
tuh a forked 
crazy . [Way-

NAIL PHOTO FACE DOWN INTO bot tomside upwards an ' nail it 

( 13) GUM TREE - PHOTO NAMED 
HOLE - BEFORE SUNRIS E  

p erson ' s name i n  it , but where 
(What will that do ? )  

limb an ' dat would make yo ' go 
cross , Ga . , (1162) , 1937 : 6 . ] 
8330 . Well , in a gum t ree . Well ah think 
befo ' de sun rise - yes , yo ' s tick i t  [ photo
graph ] in de tree an ' shut it up , wit dat 

dey cain ' t gi t it among othah t rees . 

Well , dat will set ' em crazy an ' dey cain ' t git  tuhgethah , yo ' know . [New 
Or leans ,  La . , (1570) , 2884 : 3 . ] 

8331 . Den yo ' kin take - if he ' s  ' way from yo ' an ' yo ' worried , mad becuz 
he ' s  gone - yo ' kin take his pichure or her ' s  an '  go tuh a tree , an ' put it on 
de s ide dat de sun rises on . Well , yo ' gits  up early in de mawnin ' ' bout s ix 
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' clock or s ix-thirty an ' don '  say a word tuh anyone . Well , yo ' goes out dere den 
an '  yo ' hi t dis heah pichure , drive a nail through dat in de heart , an ' yo ' hit 

( 14)  HEART OF PHOTO - ON EAST S IDE OF TREE 
DRIVE NAIL THROUGH - HIT ONCE DAILY 9 DAYS 
DO THI S EARLY IN MORNING NOT SPEAKING 

( 15) HEART - SHOOT IN - PHOTO NAILED DOWNWARDS 
AGAINST NORTH SIDE OF TREE 

6 FEET ABOVEGROUND 

it right on dere . Well , now 
yo ' hit it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
an ' in nine mawnin ' s  yo ' ll 
die . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1452) , 2 638 : 2 . ] 
8332 . Yo '  kin take a per

son ' s  photograph , a tin , on 
a tintype , an ' yo ' kin take 
it an '  turn it downwards an '  

put i t  on de north side o f  a tree . 
yore heart is an ' yo ' will die .  

An '  nail it  up an ' shot i t  right b y  where 

(Where do you put that on the tree , up high or low or what ? )  
Yo ' ll put i t  up about s ix foot from de ground . 
[ The person of  the photo will soon be 6 feet underground . ]  
[This rite should have gone under p receding margin title SHOOTING . ]  [Jackson-

ville , Fla . , ( 6 13) , 790 : 3 . ] 
8333 . Dey kin take an ' bo ' a hole in 

wit dat . Bo ' a hole wit a brace an ' bit 

(16) HOLE BORED INTO TREE - PHOTO IN 
STOPPED UP WITH WOODEN PEG 

piece of wood an '  drive it  in an '  plug it 
2599 : 4 . ] 

de side o f  a tree an ' dey 
chew know , ' bout dat size 

an ' take a p iece of  wood 
in dere . 

kin kill yo ' 
[ demonstrates ] 
an ' plug it up 

(What do you put in that hole ? )  
Put de pichure in dere , den take a 
up . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1434 ) , 

8334 . Well , yo ' see if  yo ' git  anybody tuh snap a person ' s  photogr aph - now, 
ah don ' keep mah pichures . If  ah take a pichure , an ' ah lets people look at 

( 1 7 )  HOLE BORED IN FAST-GROWING TREE - INSERT 
ROLLED SNAPSHOT - SEAL WITH DIRT 

it - ah ' ll keep it  an ' ah ' ll 
take it an ' ah ' ll do ' way wit 
it , becuz yo ' could take a 
man ' s pichure , j es '  have 

somebody snap it , den go tuh a tree an ' bo ' a hole in it - a fas t-growin ' tree 
roll i t  [ snapshot ]  up , an ' take an augah , a very small one . Yo ' j es '  take a 
li ' le b it a ( auger ] ,  li ' le five-eights [ of an inch ] an ' bo ' a li ' le hole in a 
fast growin ' tree . An ' put it in dere an ' j es '  grab a li ' le dirt tuh smear ovah 
de end o f  i t . [ Hole is filled with dir t ,  not wooden peg . ] Dat ' s de las t o f  ' em. 
If yo ' don ' t git it outa dat , he ' ll die . Dat shows yo ' cut it o f f , cover it 
[hole ] ovah . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1476) , 2656 : 6 . ] 

8335 . Well , yo ' kin take her pichure an ' carry it tuh a tree an '  nail it 
three times , nail a hole in it three times . An ' take it  an '  put it  in runnin' 

(18)  3 HOLES BY NAIL IN PHOTO AGAINST TREE 
THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - VICTIM LEAVE S 

watah , an ' dat will make a 
person leave yo ' .  
(You take this picture to  a 
tree an ' you take one nail ? )  
Yeah , yo ' nail i t  three times . 
(Against the tree?)  

Against de tree , an' den yo ' take 
dat p erson will keep goin ' . 

de pichure down an ' put it in runnin ' watah an ' 

(You only use one nail though? Just  make three holes in it agains t the tree ? )  
Yes , agains t de tree , an '  den yo ' j es '  take d e  pichure out an ' put i t  in run

nin ' watah . 
(This is the woman tha t  went out when the root doctor came in . )  [Fayette-
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ville , N . Car . , (1448) , 2 6 30 : 15 . ] 
8336 . Dey take yore photograph tub a t ree an ' on de eas t  s ide hew out a place 

in dat tree an ' cut dat p ichure small enough tub go intuh dat place . 

( 19 )  HORSESHOE NAIL - DRIVE INTO HEART OF PHOTO 
. ON EAST SIDE OF TREE - AT SUNRISE - NAMING 
REPEAT 9 MORNINGS - NOT LOOKING BACK LEAVING 
ON OTH DAY - WITHIN 9 HOURS - COME S  DEATH 

(Sort of a crack? ) 
No , no , mus t b e  in dere 
flat-lak .  Yo ' take a 
horseshoe nail an ' s t ick 
as neah as yo ' - yo ' kin 
gue ss about where de 

heart is an '  hit it . Yo ' go tta go dere nine mawnin ' s  an ' hit dat nail wit a 
hammah , an '  turn an '  walk way from it �  Yo ' gotta do dat j es ' as de sun peep in ' . 
Turn an ' walk away from it an '  don ' t  look back at it . As yo ' hits it call dere 
name . An ' de ninth mawnin ' when dey hit dat , dey mus t drive it all de way up 
wit dat one lick .  An '  in nine hours yo ' ll be daid if  yo ' don ' t drop daid 
immediately . [Washington ,  D . C . , ( 6 2la) , 796 : 3 . ] 

( 20 )  ICE PICK - IN FOREHEAD OF PHOTO ON TREE 
8337 . Takes de photograph an '  
carry it out tub a tree an ' 
s t ick a ice p ick in it , right 

intuh de fo ' haid . 
177 9 : 7 . ] 

An '  dat person will git killed . [Waycross , Ga . , (1105) , 

8338 . Kin do in de tree . Co ' se now yo '  kin take if  yo ' kin git a tintype 
photograph , yo ' know , whut takes only dese li ' le tencent tintyp es , see . An '  

(21)  KNIFE - CUT HOLE IN YOUNG PINE 
TACK PHOTO UPSIDE DOWN IN 

dat will do anything . An ' if yo ' wanta 
ruin a person wit it , yo ' kin go right 
tuh a young pine , a young tree , an ' yo ' 
kin j es '  take yore knife an ' yo ' cut 

chew a deep hole in dat tree , see . An '  yo ' drive yo ' a li ' le tack . Yo ' tack 
dat tintype pichure ups ide down on dat tree , yo ' see . Den , if yo ' wanta , yo ' 
kin tack sompin ovah it , yo ' see . An '  dat tree be drawin ' ( growing ] up . 

An ' yo ' kin mess a man up , yo ' see . Yo ' kin lock ' is bowels o r  yo ' kin j es '  
keep ' im  • • • •  (Brunswick , Ga . , (1249) , 2391 : 5 . ] 

8339 . Yo ' take a tintype an '  go tub a tree , make yuh wishes whatsomevah 
[where ] yo ' want dis p erson tub go , what time yo ' wan ' ' em tub go . Git chew a 

(22)  LEFT S IDE OF TREE - SCRAPE OFF BARK 
WITH NEW NAIL - TO THIS SPOT NAIL 
PHOTO THROUGH HEART - HIT ONCE DAILY 
9 DAYS - ALL WAY IN 9TH DAY - WISH 

brand-new tenpenny nail an ' scrape 
it on de left s ide of a tree , 
clean it  off , clean de bark off . 
An '  nail dat pichure dere as neah 
de heart as yo ' kin an ' j udge it  
as neah as yo ' kin tuh drive dat 

nail .  Den yo ' only hit it once a mawnin ' ,  fer 9 mawnin ' s . Yo ' hit it an ' make 
yuh wish . Dat evil wish dis person an '  evah mawnin ' yo ' go dere an ' hit dat 
nail . De ninth mawnin ' try tub j ud ge it so dat yo ' kin drive it  tuh de haid de 
ninth mawnin ' .  An '  dat person will be lak a bug on de watah , j es '  dead from de 
world [ like a dead bug floating on the water ] .  [Norfolk , Va . ,  (491) , 5 26 : 8 . ] 

( 23 ) MEASURE VICTIM' S HEIGHT - THAT HIGH 
ON TREE - NAIL HIS PHOTO IN HEAD 

8 34 0 .  (What do they do  with a 
person ' s photograph? ) 
Well , yo ' kin take one an ' nail it 
de height of a per son on de tree . 

Git de height an ' put dis pichure on de tree an '  nail de nail through de haid , 
an '  kill de person - through de haid o f  de photograph . Or yo ' kin shoot it an ' 
de person will d ie .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (139Q) , 2493 : 8 . ] 

8341 .  Say yo ' could take dat pichure - a woman or  a man , e ithah one , could 
take de individual ' s  pichure an ' s tick it in a tree . An '  put a nail right in 
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( 24)  MIDDLE OF PHOTO - NAIL THROUGH - ON TREE - HIT 9 DAYS 
de middle of 
it , an '  hit dat 
nail fo ' nine 

mawnin ' s , an '  s ay in de ninth mawnin ' yo ' ll drop daid .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 79) ,  

(25)  MOUTH - NAIL IN - ON TREE - HIT 9 MORNINGS 
2658 : 14 . ] 
8342 . Lak if yo ' don ' lak 
nobody yo ' kin take it 

[pho tograph ] an ' [ put ] it upon a tree , an ' nail i t  an '  put dat nail right in its 
mouth , an' nail it nine mawnin' s an ' dey ' ll die .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (240) , 

238 : 7 . ] 
(26 )  NAIL PHOTO TO TREE - DRIVING IT IN 

IMMEDIATELY AND AS FAR AS POSSIBLE 
834 3 .  Dey tell me yo ' takes it 
[photograph ] an '  yo ' s tick it up on 
a tree , right up on a tree , an '  git 

a nai l ,  a tenpenny nail , an ' stick it right heah in de pho to an ' drive it right 
in dere fer as yo ' kin git dat haid tuh go down in dere , ' an ' dat ' ll kill dem, 
he ' ll die . [ Savannah , Ga • •. {1271) , 2 151 : 4 . ]  

8344 . All right i f  yo ' wants tuh kill a per son , yo ' gits yo ' a p ichure an ' 
drive a s ixtypenny nail through de haid an '  through de body . Carry it to an ole 

cedah tree an '  drive i t  in dat cedah tree . 
Ah ' ll guarantee yo ' in twenty-fo ' hours 

( 2 7 )  NAILS 2 - CEDAR TREE - DRIVE dey ' ll be daid . 
INTO HEAD AND HEART OF PHOTO (How many nails do you drive in there , 

j us t  one nail ? )  
Two nails , one through d e  heart of  de 

pichure an ' one through de hai d .  An '  ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dey ' ll be daid in 
twenty- fo ' hours . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 136 7 ) , 2418 : 7 . ] 

8345 . Dey say if dey git holt [ hold ] of  
(28)  NAME DAT ON DEATH FOR PHOTO de p itchure , j es '  lak now ah be mad wit 

NAILED TO EAST S IDE OF TREE j oo ,  take it an ' care [ carry ] it tuh a 
tree . An '  go right tuhwards de way de 

sun rise , an ' nail it intuh de tree . An '  den yo ' name de day , an '  s ay when dem 
days is out de person will be out . [Wilmington , N. Car . , (242 ) , 165 : 7+85 . ] 

8346 . Dey kin take yore photograph an '  tack it up on a tree or anywhere in 
de house an ' j es '  about - yo ' kin tell j es '  about where yore heart lay , an '  yo ' 

( 29 )  NAME CALLED ONCE - EACH OF 9 MORNINGS AS 
NAIL HIT ONCE IN HEART OF PHOTO ON TREE 

kin drive a nail dere.  An '  
yo ' start de nail wit one 
lick an ' evah mawnin ' yo ' 
call dat person ' s name an ' 

hit dat nail one lick - evah mawnin '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s . But evah time yo ' hit 
de nail one lick ,  call de person ' s name an ' sompin will happen tuh him . He ' ll 
eithah fall an ' git killed , git run ovah , or gits done ' way wit . 

(That kills him? ) 
Yes sir . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (j ust before No . l240) , 2104 : 9 . ] 
8 34 7 .  I heard they say they kin take i t  [ photo ] an '  nail i t  up side a tree , 

I think . An '  they say fer nine mornin ' s , I think , they go there an '  nail a nail , 
I think , in the heart of it . An '  name it , call this person name. An ' they say 
they ' d  die . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (213) , 118 : 9+85 . ]  

(30)  NAVEL - OF PHOTO ON TREE - NAIL THROUGH 
HIT ONCE DAILY FOR 9 DAYS 

8348 . Or yo ' kin take a person 
p ichure an '  put it intuh a tree . 
Bo ' a augah hole intuh a tree 
an '  put it in dere , an' put a 

tenp enny nail in dere at de middle o f  it , about where de navel be in de p ichure , 
an '  drive one lick on dat nail evah day fo ' nine days . An '  de last day yo ' ll 
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drive dat nail in de tree , dat person ceases out - it will kill dat person . 
[ Sumter,  S .  Car . , ( 1366 ) , 2413 : 1 . ] 

8349 . Dat photograph - yo ' take dat photograph an ' yo ' j ud ge by de person ' s  
heart , j is '  i f  yo ' kin kill ' em.  See , yo ' take a pin or needle dat ' s  nevah b een 

(31)  NEW NEEDLE . OR PIN THROUGH BARK OF TREE 
AND HEART OF PHOTO CONCEALED BENEATH 

shove dat pichure behin ' dat bark , an '  s tick dat 
[ gradually ] dey will pine away . 

used an '  yo ' s tick it  right 
zactly where yo ' think dat dere 
[heart ] stands at . Find a young 
saplin ' an ' yo ' skin dat bark an ' 
pin right through it . Graj ' ly 

(You stick that pin through in order to hold that bark back on the sapling? )  
Dat ' s right , right zactly where de heart i s  at .  An ' when dat s ap go down an ' 

come up , dey ' ll die . [Brunswick, Ga. , (1206) , 2033 : 4 . ] 
8350 . Whut chew kin do wit dat . Yo ' take dis heah pichure whut yo ' made yo ' 

know , if a fellah wants tuh do sompin real bad tuh yo ' , he kin take dat p ichure 

(32) 9 MORNINGS - HIT ONCE - NAIL IN HEART 
OF PHOTO ON TALL PINE 

an '  go ' bout , chew might say , 
' cross de woods up ' gins t a long 
tall pine tree . An '  he kin take, 
whut chew might say ,  dese eight

p enny nails , an ' he kin take dat p ichure an ' stick it ' gins t  de tree an ' nail 
dat dere . An '  go dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  yo ' might say ,  hit dat nail on de haid . 
An '  it  will run yo ' s tone crazy . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 980) , 1589 : 3 . ] 

8351 . Take a nail an ' go tuh a pine tree an ' drive dat nail in it nine t imes . 
Drive it nine times in dat pichure an ' in nine days , dat p erson will have to come 
home . Ah don ' t care where dey is . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1380) , 2450 : 5 . ] 

835 2 .  Take yer p itchure an '  carry it an ' nail it up to a tree or some place , 
a small pitchure . Yo ' put a nail about where yer heart is an ' go hit dat p it
chure fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' yo ' ll soon be  gone . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 228) , 

(33)  9 EVENINGS JUST BEFORE SUNSET OR 
9 MORNINGS JUST BEFORE SUNRISE 
HIT NAIL ONCE - IN HEART OF PHOTO ON TREE 

22 3 : 5 . ] 
835 3 .  Yo ' kin take dat 
pho tograph an ' put it up an ' 
stob a tenpenny nail intuh 
i t . Put d e  tenpenny nail 

right about de hear t  an ' yo ' go dere nine days , nine mawnin ' s  an '  drive dat ; or 
nine evenin ' s  j es '  befo ' de sun go down . An '  hit it j es '  one lick , an ' yo ' keep 
dat up until yo ' drive it down tuh de haid . 

(What will  that do to you? ) 
It  will kill yo ' .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (j us t b e fore 1364) , 2399 : 10 . ] 
835 4 .  Well , dey say dey take yore photograph an ' take nine nails an ' carry 

it tuh a pine tree an ' yo ' s tab nine nail s  down in dat pho tograph . Dat would 

(34) 9 NAILS - IN PHOTO ON P INE TREE 
9 DAYS YO ' D BE DAID 

kill a person , dat will kill yo ' . Dat 
will kill yo ' if  dey do dat . In nine 
days yo ' d be daid . [ Savannah , Ga . , 
(1260) , 2139 : 3 . ] 
8355 . Well , a person kin take yore 

photograph an ' take it an ' put it up , nail it up on de tree fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 
De ninth mawnin ' drive dat las t  [ nail ] in , don ' t put ' em in all de way at once ;  
de last mawnin ' drive dat dere nail clean in . An ' whosomevah dat is , he ' ll die . 

(You only use one nai l ? )  
Dat ' s right , a nail a day . 
(You use nine nails ? )  
Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1435) , 2600 : 10 . ] 
8356 . Ah learnt dat chew kin take dose nine nails an '  dey would be rus ty 
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nail s , undahs tand . Ah learnt dat chew kin take an ' drive ' em  intuh a person ' s  
pichure , undahstand ,  an '  dat would inj ure 

( 3 5 )  9 RUSTY NAILS dem. In othah words dey would die , wit 
INTO HEART OF PHOTO ON TREE dose rusty nails , nine o f  ' em . 

Where would yo u tack them? 
(Where would you drive them? Into that • • •  

Against the wall or what ? )  
No , intuh a tree . 
[ I  stop machine too soon and mus t  restart to add word heaPt. ] 
(All nine nails · into the heart you say? ) 
Well , as neah as yo ' kin git ' em intuh it . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1313) 1 2237 : 5 .] 
8357 . If  she wants tuh kill yuh , she kin take it in de woods an ' tack it up 

agin a tree an ' hi t it nine times , an ' de tenth time she hit , i t  kills yuh . 

(36)  9 TIMES - HIT 1 NAIL INTO PHOTO ON TREE 

( 3 7 )  NORTH SIDE OF TREE - NAIL PHOTO TO 

(I see , your photograph . ) 
[ Charleston , s .  Car . , (5 25) , 
628 : 3 . ] 
835 8 .  Dey tell me yo ' kin take 
it , de photograph , take it an ' 

carry it  tuh de no ' th s ide of  a tree , an ' nail it in de no ' th s ide o f  a tree . As 
long as dey keep it in dere , long as dey keep it in , it almo s ' run yo ' crazy . 

[Waycross , Ga . , (113 7 ) , 1850 : 9 . ] 
(38)  NORTH SIDE OF TREE 835 9 . Ups ide down on de no ' th side of a . tree . 

BURY PHOTO FACE DOWNWARD Jis ' lak i f  it ' s  a woman ' s  photograph an '  yo ' 
dislak dese people , an ' as it fades yo ' ll fade 

away wit i t .  On de no ' th s ide of de tree bury it bottom upwards .  An '  as dat 
pichure fades yo ' ll fade away wit it . 

(You me an  s tanding on their head bottom upwards ? )  
Bottom upwards on its haid . [Memphis , Tenn . , (949) , 1530 : 18 . ] 
836 0 . Yeah , yo '  takes a p ichure . Well , yo ' take de person p ichure even i f  

yo ' in love wit ' em an ' even if yo ' s ee where dey don ' mean tub stay wit choo , 

( 39 )  NORTH FORK - PERSIMMON TREE - PHOTO NAILED IN 
RETURN 3 DAYS - CONCEAL - NEVER LOOK AT AGAIN 

an ' yo ' wanta gi t rid 
o f  ' em fo '  good . Y o '  
takes de p ichure an ' yo ' 
goes tuh whut dey call 

a ' simmon tree , an ' de firs ' two [ limbs forming a ]  
takes d e  p ichure an ' tacks i t  up i n  de no ' th fo ' k .  
fo ' ks [ limbs ] run out j es '  lak dat [ demons trates ] . 
daid centah . 

(In the center of  that fork? ) 

no ' th fo ' ks yo ' see , den yo ' 
De no ' th f o ' k . Yo ' find two 
Put de pichure right in de 

Yeah, right in de centah of  dat fo ' k .  
but s till yo ' kin see dat pichure . 

De fo ' k  may be a long ways up yondah , 

(Well ,  how would you put it in that fo rk? ) 
Yo ' don ' t put it intuh dat . Yo ' nails , it , drive a nail through de centah . 

Den yo ' walk back tuh it  three days . Yo ' pas s dat s ame tree three days . An '  
when yo ' pass dere yuh mind will git on dat tree forcib le .  Den aftah de third 
day , yo ' take de pichure down an ' conceal i t  from yo ' fo ' good . 

(Hide it any place? ) 
Yes , anywhere , anywhere dat chew won' come in contact wit it any mo ' . 
(What will that do then? ) 
Well , dat ' ll put off whatevah yo ' goin ' through ovah wit .  Dat will send ' em 

away fo ' good . 
(They won ' t come back 
Dey won ' t come back. 
8 361 . Yo ' wan ' a  take 

again ? ) 
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1395 ) , 29 76 : 3 . ] 
a oak tree an ' take a tintype photo - only got ' a be a 
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photo on tintype . Any yer cardb o ' d  wouldn ' t  work . An ' dig a hole undah dis tree 
an ' put dis photo in dere . An ' as long 

(40)  OAK TREE - PHOTO BURIED UNDER as de photo is in dere , it cont inue [ to ]  
s ink. Nachure [naturally ] yo ' ll begin 

tuh be sickly an '  will sink along wit de photo . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 356) , 295 : 2+85 .] 
836 2 . Ah heah dey say 

(41) PINS 9 AND KNIFE IN PHOTO - NORTH S IDE OF TREE dey t ake a person ' s 
photograph an ' carry it 

tuh de woods tuh a tree , an ' s tick a kni fe in de side an ' stick nine pins in der� 
an ' dat ' ll kill yo ' • • •  

[ Recording s topped too soon for following north side . ] 
( I t  mus t be on the north side of the tree ? )  
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1460) , 2 650 : 2 . ] 
836 3 .  Take yore pho tograph picture , tintype .  Yo ' g o  out in de woods tuh a 

p ine tree an '  take yo ' nails , see an ' put dat pichure up in de tree wit de hammah 
an '  nails . An '  yo ' nail 

(42) PINE TREE - NAIL PHOTO TO - EACH NAIL A PAIN dat pit chure tuh a tree , 
yo ' see .  An '  evah t ime , 

evah place where dat nail go therough [ through ] dat pitchure , dat person will 
have a pain in dat spot , yo ' see . Yo ' kin kill ' em wit dat . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (610) , 7 87 : 9 . ] 

8364 . Dey tell me dat yo ' kin take a person ' s photograph an '  carry it  j es '  
300 yards away from dere house , git ri ght at de root  of a tree , an ' dig a fresh 
hole an ' turn it face down , an '  covah it up . Dey wi l l  fo l lah short ly tuh de 

grave . 
(43)  ROOT OF TREE - PHOTO FACE DOWN BURIED AT Tub save yo ' self would be dat 

if  yo '  know ' em  or had de idea 
of  de people who dey had went tuh , tuh beat it dere [ rush ] as quick as yo ' could 
an' have it turned roun ' [ turn spell b ack on spell caster ] . Doesn ' t remembah 
whut dey say yo ' could do wit it aftah yo ' take it up . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(1307) , 2 2 11 : 10 . ] 

8365 . Dey say da t if  dey take yore pichure an '  put it up on a tree where no 
one kin see y o ' , dat it will run yo ' crazy . 

(44)  SECRECY - NAIL PHOTO IN OR ON TREE 
WHERE NO ONE CAN SEE IT OR YOU 

(How do you put it up in the tree ? ) 
Nail it up wit a tack . 
(What else did you s ay they do with 
the picture ? )  
O r  eithah take i t  an ' put it in run
nin ' watah.  Or  eithah take some of  

yore watah an ' po ' it  in  some runnin ' wat ah , an ' r un  yo ' crazy . 
(They put your photograph in running water and that will run you crazy . ) 

[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 294) , 2195 : 8 . ] 
836 6 .  Yo ' kin take a photograph an '  yo ' 

ty-penny nail an ' - an ' a hammer . See , yo ' 
kin put it in a p ine tree wit a twen
go dere an ' yo ' hi t dat twenty-penny 

(45) SHOULDER - LOOK OVER LEFT - EACH TIME YOU 
HIT NAIL IN PHOTO ON PINE - 9 MORNINGS 

nail fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 
each time yo ' hit dat twenty
penny nail , yo ' kin look back 
ovah yore left shoulder , so 

dey says , an '  de ninth mawnin ' yo ' 
in . Dat p erson will die . 

hit dat twenty-penny nail , drive it  all de way 

(Why do you look back over that shoulder , do you know? ) 
No suh , ah don ' . 
[You will probab ly see the devil or the spirit of the per son being killed . Or 
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this lays the ghost o f  the dying person . ] 

(46) SUNRISE S IDE - PHOTO NAILED TO TREE 

[Wilson , N .  Car. , (1475) , 
between 265 2-2661 . ]  
836 7 . Dey tell me yo ' 

it  in de woods an '  put 

cyla . 

could take 
it on de 

sunrise side o f  a tree an ' tack it dere , an ' 
(This photograph? ) 

dey ' ll die . 

Yes . [Waycross , Ga . , (1104) , 177 8 : 6 . ] 
836 8 .  Nail pichure on tree tuh d e  sunrise . Keep yuh sickly . [Charleston , S .  

( 4 7 )  SUNRISE S IDE O F  TREE - PHOTO ON - NAIL 9 MORNINGS 
· Car . ,  (505 ) , 555 : 3 . 1 

836 9 .  Dey say dat 
dey could take yore 

de sunrise s ide , an ' nail it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  pichure an ' put i t  in a tree on 
an ' dey say yo ' ll driz zle away . 

(That will kill you? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1397 ) , 2515 . ] 
8370 . Dey take dat [ photo ] out in de woods an ' put i t  on de east side o f  de 

tre e .  Den take · a nail an ' stick it right dere [ through the heart (see LateP) ] 

(48) SUNRISE S IDE OF TREE - BEFORE SUNRISE 
NAIL PHOTO TO - THROUGH HEART 
HITTING NAIL 9 MORNINGS - SAME TIME 

an ' go dere nine mawnin ' s  j is '  
befo ' sunrise an '  hit it . De 
firs ' time yo ' put it up dere 
j is '  hit lak dat [ demonstrates 

yuh heart . An' yo ' go dere nine mawnin ' s  
dey tell me on de tenth mawnin ' dat yo ' ll 
(294) , 216 : 5+85 . ]  

1 hit ] . Let it b e  right through 
[hitting it once each morning ] .  An '  
be a corpse . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

8371 . Den anothah thing ah wanta tell yo '  ' bout de 
else tub tell yo ' ' bout a pichure - dat pichure ag ' in .  

( 4 9 )  SUNRISE - AT MOMENT OF - NAIL PHOTO IN HEART 
WITH NEW NAIL - ON SUNSET SIDE OF TREE 

HIT 9 TIMES DAILY FOR 9 MORNINGS 

pichure . Ah got sompin 
Yo ' take a man ' s pichure 

or a woman ' s  pichure or  
whutsomevah pichure or 
whosomevah p ichure i ' tis 
[ it is ] .  If yo ' re [you 
are ] mad wit dat p erson , 

an '  yo ' intend doin ' sompin tuh ' em on de sly , an ' don ' let dem know it . Yo ' 
j is ' go an ' take dat p ichure an ' as de sun is risin ' in de mawnin ' , an '  yo ' put 
it on de side de sundown on . An ' yo ' take a tenpenny nail , a new nail , an ' stick 
it right about de hear t , an '  yo ' hit dat nail nine times at dat time . An '  go 
back dere evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s an '  hit it nine time each mawnin ' . An '  
de las ' lick yo ' give i t  de ninth mawnin ' , dat person will fall dead . 

(Where do you nail this p ic ture ? )  
Nail it  on a tree on de sundown s ide . Yo ' goes when d e  sun rise . An' yo ' 

see , evah mawnin ' when yo ' goes dere , yo ' goes when de sun ' s j is '  risin ' . Hit 
it nine times . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1343 ) ,  2 3 26 : '4 . ] 

8 37 2 .  Den , if it was a tintype pichure , yo ' kin take dat an ' carry it out an '  
cuz a person tub fade away . Dat kin cuz death , kill a person . Yo ' ll take dat 

(50) TACKS - INTO PHOTO ON TREE - EACH TACK A PAIN 
an ' tack on a tree . Put 
tacks all through de body 
an ' dat cuz de person tuh 

have ac tual 
dat 's why a 
529 : 2 . ] 

pains . Yo ' see some peopLe dootoi'in ' an ' nobody kin curoe 'em? WeZZ  
Lotta peop Le ain ' t  havin ' piohure made tuhday. [Norfolk , Va . ,  (492) , 

837 3 .  [ They ] 
going off . They 
you do the hair , 

say it was that p iece , an ' then he had all them things in it 
say they take that [ photo ] an ' carry it in de count ry j is '  like 
an ' turn it_ up side down [ on a tree ] an ' drive a nail in it ev ' ry  
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mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' make a oath , drive this nail into it t ill they 

{51} 3 HITS EACH MORNING - 9 HITS 9TH MORNING 
OATH FOR EACH HIT - NAILING PHOTO TO TREE 

git tuh the end of that . 
(How many times do they drive 
this nail in it  then? ) 
They hits it three licks 

ev ' ry mawnin ' , an ' de las t mawnin ' they hits it nine licks . 
(And then they die . } [ Richmond , Va . , (428} , 381 : 2 . ] 
8374 . Yo ' take de pichure an ' turn de pichure upside down an ' yo ' bury it 

undahneat ' de tree , not in de bark lak ah wuz tellin ' yo ' ' bout de hair . Yo ' 

{52}  UPSIDE DOWN - UNDER FIG TREE - BURY PHOTO 

up j is '  lak dat [ demonstrates ] , dis de face , ,turn 
dey cain ' t make it . Dey dies .  

put it undahneat ' de tree 
bottom upwards .  Turn de 
face down an ' de back part  

it upside down . In nine days 

(You put that down under any kind o f  a tree? } 
No , a fig tree . [Algiers , La . , ( 15 9 6 } , 3002 : 2 . ] 
8375 . Nail it [ photo ] ups ide down on a tree an ' dat ' a  make yuh come back 

home . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , (245} , 167 : 1+85 . ]  
837 6 . Git chure pho to-

(53}  UPSIDE DOWN - NAIL PHOTO TO TREE - BRINGS HOME 

( 54} WATER - TREE NEAR - PHOTO NAILED TO 
graph an ' nail it -
carry it in de branch 
[ stream of water ] or 

in de swamp an ' git small nails an ' nail it tuh a tree an ' it ' ll kill de person . 
[This tree must  have its roots in water . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 112 9 ) , 1834 : 13 . ] 

837 7 .  Take de photograph an '  git i t  an ' take a pencil an '  puts dat on de 
photograph . An' take it tuh a big o ak tree down ' s ide of  a s tream . An ' take 

{ 55) WATER - OAK TREE NEAR - PHOTO IN HOLE 
SPLIT BY LAKE - FILL IT WITH DAMP DIRT 

it an ' cut a place in it  - take 
a axe an ' split a place in dere , 
so yo ' kin j es '  s tick de photo  
in dere lak dat . An '  take some 

ole dirt or somepin othah an ' j es '  put it in dere , in de place , so de pichure 
cain ' t be taken out - so  de photograph cain ' t b e  taken out . An ' dey tell me dat 
will run ' em crazy . Ah ' ve nevah experienced dat . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1438 ) , 
2604 : 4 . ] 

837 8 .  Jes ' lak a woman or anythin '  got yore pichur e .  DAT ' S  WHY DERE SO MANY 
PEOPLE TUHDAY DEY ' S ALWAYS ' STURB [DISTURBED ] ,  DEY AIN ' T  GOT NO STEADY MIND . DEY 
LEAVE DERE PICHURES TOO MANY PLAC [ES ] . A woman kin take yore pichure an ' yo ' be 
a hunderd miles away , an ' she ' ll take it an ' go in a swamp where dere ' s  runnin ' 

{ 56 )  WATER - 3 TREES NEAR - 1 2  FEET APART 
TREE NEAREST WATER - NAIL PHOTO ON 
FACING WATER - EACH LICK YOU HEAR A POP 

watah , dere ' s  a branch across 
it ,  where dere ' s  a tree right 
in de middle of de place , an ' 
a tree out side , an ' de watah 
don ' be but twelve feet  each 

way - three trees . An '  she kin take dat tenpenny nail , or any ' mount nail , j es '  
so dat she hit de heart o f  dat tree [ picture ] an '  nail yore p ichure [ face ] tub
ward i t .  Wherevah she nail yore pichure at , see yo ' ll hit a bump evahtime she ' s  
drivin ' a nai l  intuh dat pichure.  

(What does she do that for ? )  
I f  she ' s  mad wit yuh , wanta kill yuh , she could d o  dat . 
(Now what about these trees down at the branch? They have to b e  near each 

o ther? ) 
See , de way it is dey cain ' t be ovah twelve foot apart - twelve foo t . I t  
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don ' t make no di ff ' rence i f  i t  ain ' t  no big branch , but d e  watah gotta be six
teen inch , an ' i f  de fellah is a hunderd mile off , dat ' ll count sixty percent 
of one hunderd . 

(What do you do? 
Jes ' one tree . 

You only put that picture on one tree ? )  

(And where i s  that one tree ? ) 
Well , de one set nex ' tub de watah , closah tub de watah , put i t  dere , but turn 

it  facin ' de watah , see . An '  whenevah yo ' drive a nail , yo ' ll heah sompin pop . 
(This tree has to b e  near the water ? )  
Yes , neah d e  watah , an ' have de p ichure fac in ' d e  watah . 
(And this tree  has to be twelve feet from the water? ) 
No , dey has to be three trees , but dey has tub b e  twelve foot apart . 
(And you only put it on one of  tho se trees , though? )  
One dose trees an ' d e  one closah tuh de watah . 
(You mus t  find three trees  near a branch , and the trees must b e  twelve feet 

apart , but the tree that ' s  neares t to the branch , you put the picture on? )  
Dat ' s  right , an '  turn i t  neah tub de watah . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1438) , 

(57 ) WE ST OR SUNDOWN - PHOTO ON TREE FACING 
WITH NAIL THROUGH HEART 

2608 : 5 . ] 
837 9 .  Dey say dey take it 
[ photo ] an ' put it [ against ]  a 
tree towards [ f acing ] de sun

down , an '  s tick a nail through de heart o f  it . An '  ven [when ] de sun go down , 
yo ' see , dat make dat pitchure fades away [ so the person o f  the picture will fade 
away ] . [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( ? ) , 156 : 5+85 . ] 

8 380 . Den yo ' kin take dat photograph an ' yo ' take it tub a green saplin ' , 
anywhere where yo ' knows yo ' won ' t come in contact wit anybody . Tack it right 

(58) WEST OR SUNDOWN - PHOTO FACING - NAILED 
INTO GREEN SAPLING - NAME CALLED 

HIT NAIL ONCE DAILY FOR 9 DAYS 

up in de tree an ' yo ' call de 
person by name an ' turn yuh 
face tuhwards de sundown , tub
wards de direction yo ' want ' em  
tuh come down . An ' put dat 

pichure [ let it face ] in dat direction .  An ' in de time it take tub put de p i
chure dere , don ' t  keer where yo ' are , yo ' kin be in New Yo rk , Canada , any place , 
so long as dat chure photograph an ' yuh name is called . When dat happen it ' s  all 
ovah . Ah know dat tub be true . 

(Well , now why did you put that nail in half way in tha t  first tree? Why did 
you put the nail in lightly? ) . 

Well , if yo ' drives de nail in , yo ' know , dat tend tub comp lete a j ob .  Dat 
will break de j ob ,  cuz yo ' ve got tub hit de nail if yo ' want tub complete de j ob .  
Yo ' ve got tub hit de nail so many l icks , nine times ,  de las ' lick is a hard one 
an ' it ' s  all ovah . 

(Then the j ob ' s  completed . I see . ) [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 514 ) , Doctor 
Glover) , 597 : 4 . ] 

8381 . Take a ord ' nary p ichure an ' go tub 

(59)  WHITE PINE - NAIL THROUGH RIGHT SIDE 
OR HEART S IDE OF PHOTO LOOKING AT IT 
HIT NAIL 9 DAYS AND FINISH DRIVING 

a white pine , go on de right side 
of de white pine . 
(The right side as you are walking 
to it1 )  
Dere yo ' are , as yo ' walkin ' tub 
it . Git chew a tenpenny nail an ' 

drive it as neah tub de heart as possible.  
dis nail an ' on de ninth day , drive i t  up . 

An '  den go dere fo ' nine days , drivin ' 
An '  den dat would kill ' im. [ Fayette-

ville , N.  Car . , (1407 ) ,  2528 : 1 . ] 
838 2 .  Well , ah heard people say if yo ' put one ' s pichure on a t ree an ' - yo ' 
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know , yo ' bo ' a hole in de tree an ' put it up in dere . An ' if yo ' drive a 
tenpenny nail , yo ' go 

( 60)  WISH - IS EXPRES SED HERE BE SIDES INTENTION 
NAIL PHOTO TO TREE - HIT ONCE 9 MORNINGS 

dere an ' yo ' knock dat 
nail fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  
j es '  one t ime each mawnin ' ,  

an '  make yore wish whut chew wanta happen , an ' 
(Anything you want ) done ? )  
Yes . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1293) , 2193 : 2 . ] 

it will . 

8383 . Take yore pichures . Now ef yo ' got a tintype pichure - can ' t  do a 
thing wit a pastebo ' d  pichure - but if yo ' got a tintype pichure , take dat pi

chure an ' go tuh a trunk an ' place dat pichure down . 
TRUNK - PHOTO FACE DOWN IN Turn i t  upside down in dat trunk. Put de clo thes on 

de bottom o f  dat trunk. An ' if a man really love a 
woman dat she could do enything in de world wit ' im,  she kin turn ' im enyway dat 
she wanta . But she kin have any p erfection of  ' im - wouldn ' t  hurt nuthin but 
would draw out love an ' all ' is attention an ' care fer dis woman . [ Charles ton , 
s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 650 : 6 . ] 

8384 . Dey kin take yore photo graph , if de man an ' wife broked up , sompin lak 
dat . Well , if de man got de pho tograph or de woman , she kin take de photograph 
an '  carry it home , an ' put it in de trunk an ' turn de face down , an ' dat boy will 
p ine away or whosomevah it  is till he daid . 

(It  will kill him? ) 
Dat ' s  right , shu ' wil l .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 219 0 : 1 . ] 
8385 . Somebody takes dat photograph an '  lay it down on de face in a trunk an ' 

put some things on it , clothes lak dat , an ' dey shore come back . 
(If  they want me to come back ,  they take my photograph and put it in the trunk 

face down , and put some clothing on it . Whose clothing? )  
Some o f  dere clothes . 
(No t my clothes but some o f  the woman ' �  clothing . Then I will come back . ) 

[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1044 ) , 1694 : 2 . ] 
8386 . (What can they do to me with my photograph? )  
I f  it ' s  on a tintype , dey bury it . It ' ll kill yo ' . But if it ' s  on a pas te

bo ' d , dey j es '  b ury it , dat ' ll bring yo ' , dat ' ll keep yo ' dah .  But i f  it ' s  on 
tintype , it  will kill yo ' .  
(How do they bury that tintype ? )  

TURPENTINE - PHOTO BURIED WITH De tintyp e ' s buried in turpent ine . 
(Jus t how do they bury that ? )  

half an '  yo ' turpentine it 
it , an ' yo ' put dat - j es '  

(You turn the face up ? )  

Jes ' take i t  an ' dig a hole fer a foot an ' a 
good . Put de turpentine at de bottom where yo ' lay 
put it right down in dere lak dat an ' pack de dirt on . 

Turn de face down . Yes , de face is turned down .  Well , dat divides dem .  [ S t .  
Pete rsburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 4 . ] 

8387 . De one dat ' s  left , dey take dey photograph an '  turn de haid down lak 
dat an ' de feet up , an ' dat would make ' em  come home an ' dey couldn ' t leave again. 

UPSIDE DOWN - PHOTO - HEAD DOWN AND FEET UP 

UPS IDE DOWN - KEEP PHOTO - 9 DAYS 

[ Wilson , N.  Car . , (1481) 1 2959 : 14 . ] 
8388 . Yo ' kin take his pichure an '  
turn i t  up side down an ' dat ' ll make 
dem love yuh . [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  
( 243) , 166 : 1+85 . ]  
8389 . Take yuh pho tograph an ' turn 
it ups ide down an ' let it stay dere 

nine days , an ' dem nine days yo ' ll soon be gone.  [ Richmond , Va . , ( 349) , 390 : 11 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t - Rootwork - 3481 

839 0 .  Now, dis photograph , if yo ' wanta kill a woman or kill a man, yo ' take 
de pichure an ' bury it  in de ground .  Turn de face tuh de ground an '  yo '  po ' pee 

all ovah it , an '  den yo ' covah it up . An '  dis 
URINE - POURED OVER BURIED PHOTO pichure , af tah yo ' do dis pichure lak dis , dis 

person will die . Or yo ' kin live undah s ix 
months , den dey ' ll die . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1322) , 2266 : 8 . ] 

839 1 .  Kin take de pho tograph an '  dose pictures , take de haid yo ' know. Take 
de pichures or sompin lak dat an ' take his haid . She take an ' wipe [ that photo ] 

yo ' know .wit a little pee yo ' undahs tan ' , see.  Well , 
URINE - WIPE PHOTO WITH dat pichure s tandin ' ovah heah . Yo ' know, a girl , she 

will do most anythin ' , so dat boy cain ' t quit ' er an ' 
go no place yo ' undahs tand . 

(She j ust  puts her pee on his photograph? ) 
Dat ' s it .  
(And she keeps i t  some place ? )  
Dat ' s right . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1487 ) , 2660 : 1 . ] 
8392 . If yo ' s  went away , take yore pichure an ' put i t in watah dat chew make 

yore self , an ' turn dat pichure down when yo ' put i t  in dere . An ' dis pichure 

URINE - PHOTO UPSIDE OOWN 
AFTER PHOTO FLOATS - PERSON WILL RETURN 

will come tuh de  top , an ' whenevah dis 
pichure come tuh de top , dis person 

will come home . 
(You j us t  put this picture in there 

face down in this chamber lye , and that will bring the person back . ) [Wilson , 
N . Car . , (146 7 ) , 2660 : 12 . ] 

839 3 .  Yo ' kin take de photograph i f  yo ' want tuh . Take dere pho tograph an ' 
gi t chew some o f  yore chambah lye , an ' yo ' kin j es '  keep dis face turned down 
tuhwards de - in de chambah lye , an ' he ' ll be  right dere . An '  long as dat pi

chure stay dere , he ' ll be right 

URINE - IN JAR - PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER 
COME ON BACK HEAH TUH ME! WHERE YO ' GOIN ' ?  

dere . 
(You don ' t  put the picture in the 
chamber lye ? ) 
No suh , j es '  put it  on top of it . 
S ee ,  j es '  lak yo ' got a li ' le j ar 

or sompin lak dat wit chure chambah lye , yo ' undahstand . An '  yo ' put it [pho to ]  
right ovah dat [ j ar ] . If he starts , yo ' kin call ' im back by j es '  goin ' on back 
tuh dis chambah lye an ' say , "Come on back heah tuh me . Where yo ' goin ' ? "  An '  
he ' ll make lak he leave sompin tuh de house o r  sompin o f  de kind , yo ' undahs tand 
[ and come on back for it ] .  Well , he go tta come back dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1351 ) , 2 343 : 6 . ] 

8394 . Yo ' take yore photograph , yo ' undahstand , a t intype an ' j es '  turn it  
down an ' bury it , yo ' undahs tand , an ' use yo re - fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  ' cordin ' tuh 

whut dey wants tuh do wit chew. 
URINATE 9 MORNINGS ON BURIED PHOTO (Use your what? )  

Yore , yo ' know , yore urinate . Po ' dat nine 
m.a�in ' . Y o '  see , yo ' bury dat photograph , dat tintype , an ' fo ' nine m.awnin ' s  
yo ' kin j es '  put dat - yo '  urinate on dat tintype fo '  nine m.awnin ' s .  

(All right , then what does it do? )  
Yo ' ll do anything ah wish yo ' tuh do den ,  i f  det [ that ] were me . [ Brunswick , 

Ga. , (1198) , 2015 : 4 . ] 
8395 . De onliest thing , yo ' kin go tuh de fork of de road tuh do . Yo ' kin 

t ake yuh husband ' s  pichure an ' go tuh de fork of  de road an ' bury it . Go dere 

URINATE 9 MORNINGS - HUSBAND ' S  PHOTO - FORK OF ROAD 
fo ' nine m.awnin ' s  an ' make 
watah on it . An '  if yo ' 
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want ' im tuh die , or if  yo ' want ' im tuh leave yuh , yo ' kin run ' im out of  de 
house dataway . [ New Orleans , La . , (841) , 1 2 72 : 3 . ] 

8396 . Yo ' kin take a photograph o f  me , yo ' ,  anybody , an ' yo ' kin draw dat 
pho tograph dere an ' yo ' will natchly [naturally ]  run a person wild . 

URINE - 9 DAYS - PHOTO TURNED DOWN IN 
(What would you do wi th that photograph? ) 
Well ,  ah tell yo ' whut chew do wit i t .  

photograph an ' 
solution . 

De way ah undahstand , yo ' kin take dat 
yo ' kin turn it down fo ' nine days , see , an ' put it through a 

(What kind o f  a solution ? )  
Well , a chambah lye solut ion , an '  yo ' kin run a person wild - not wild , whut 

ah mean , but yo ' kin have ' em all upset . 
(About what ? )  
Oh , well , about anything . 
(Now wai t a minute , when you do my photograph , do you run me crazy or do you 

make me crazy abou t someone . I mean be definite about it . )  
Dat would make me crazy about de part icular one dat wo rked it . [ S t .  Peters

burg , Fla . , (1038) , 1684 : 8 . ] 
839 7 .  Dey takes yore photograph , if  dey wants tuh kill yuh or if d ey wanta 

control yo ' .  Dey will t ake dat photograph an ' dey will keep dat photograph in a 

URINATE 9 MORNINGS ON PHOTO BURIED FACE DOWN - TO KILL 
URINATE ON PHOTO IN SHOE AND WEAR TO CONTROL 

place , where it ' s  in dey 
sho e ,  an ' dey weah it , 
if dey wants chew undah 
dere feet . But if dey 

wants tuh kill yuh , dey will take dat photograph an ' bury it on its face , an ' 
leave it  dere , an ' take dere urinate an ' wet on it , yo ' undahs tand . Wet on dat 
photograph f o '  nine mawnin ' s  an ' dat ' s  de end of d at . An ' dey say as dat decay , 
when dat has ful ly decayed , why yo ' ll die . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1051) , 

URINE IN NIGHT JAR - DIP PHOTO INTO 9 TIMES 
EVERY NIGHT FOR 3 NIGHTS - 27 TIMES 

1705 : 5 . ] 
8398 . Nex ' thin ' ,  yo '  kin take a 
photograph an ' use it . Lak some 
people  use a j ar lak dey make watah 

in , yo ' know. Dey ' ll take dat photograph an '  dip right down in dat watah nine 
times evah night fer three nights .  Dat pusson come tuh yuh an ' tell yo ' evah
thin ' dat on yuh mind . [Charleston , s .  Car . , (518 , Doctor Nelson) , 609 : 4 . ] 

VINEGAR - PHOTO BURIED FACE DOWNWARD IN 

a woman an ' she quits yo ' , yo ' take her 
an ' bury it an ' dat ' ll kill ' em . 

8399 . As fer as ah know ' bout usin ' 
de photograph , now yo ' kin take a per
son ' s photograph an ' yo ' s  in love wit 

photograph an ' turn it bottomside upwards 

(How do you mean , turn it  bottoms ide upwards ? )  
Bury i t  face down an ' bury i t  in vinegah , an ' dat ' ll make dem perish away . 

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1459) , 2648 : 17 . ] 
8400 . Put it in vinegah an ' soak it an ' stop it  up tight , tight so no air 

can ' t git i t , an '  dat will - see , dat will pine ' em  away , pine ' em  away quick . 

VINEGAR - PHOTO STOPPED UP TIGHT IN 
( I see , this photograph , put in the 
vinegar . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 545) , 
6 7 9 : 2 . ] 

VINEGAR - SOAK PHOTO IN - TURN FACE TO WALL 
IN OLD OUTHOUSE 2 8  HOURS - RESTORE TO HOUSE 

8401 . I ' ve heard that you can take 
a person ' s  photograph an ' soak it 
in warm water and vinegar for sev

eral hours , so much so that the paint leaves the photograph . And take it out
doors and put it in some old outhouse , and turn the face to the wall , and leave 
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it  there for twenty-eight hours . Then bring it back and put it where it was at 
firs t , and b ad luck will happen to this person . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  (35) , by 
Ediphone . ]  

840 2 .  Well , dey kin run yuh crazy , or  kill yuh , o r  make yuh git down s ick ,  
eithah . 

(How do they do that ? )  
Dey take dat photograph an ' git chew a saucah an ' fill i t  about half full o f  

vinegah , an ' turn dat photograph down on de face in dat vinegah , an '  take yo ' a 
drinkin ' glass an ' set ovah it , an ' 

VINEGAR - SAUCER OF - PHOTO FACE DOWN IN 
DRINKING GLASS OVER FACE - KEEP AIR AWAY 

let it set dere . An ' when de vinegah 
eat all dat , yuh future [ features ]  
out o f  dat photograph , why yo ' go 
crazy . 

de air from hittin '  i t .  
Mis s . ,  ( 538) , 1009 : 2 . ] 

Dey keep dat glass ovah it tub keep 
Yo '

.
see , yo '  can ' t let de air git in dere . [Vicksburg , 

8403 . Dey take a photograph an ' 
See , yo ' know what ah mean , turn de 

p lace it in vinegah , turn de photo graph down . 
face down an '  place it in vinegah . An '  den 

VINEGAR - PHOTO FACE DOWN IN - 9 MORNINGS 
PUT HOLE IN HEN EGG AND LET DRIP ON PHOTO 

let it stay in vinegah fo ' - ah think 
it ' s  nine mawnin ' s .  An '  den yo ' take 
it , aftah yo ' le t it s tay in dat vin
egah - see , it fades , yo ' know . Den 

yo ' take a hen aig an ' push 
on dat pichure . 

(What will  that do? )  

a li ' le tiny hol e  in d e  hen egg an ' let it drip right 

What dat will ' fee t - it ' s  almos t s imilah tub yore hair [ in a previous rite by 
informant ] ,  but it j is '  won ' t run yuh as bad . It will cuz yuh tub have a wondah
in ' [wandering ] mind , yo ' know , become dissat is fied . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (588) , 

7 54 : 1 . ] 
WALL - TURN PHOTO UPS IDE DOWN TO 8404 . Take a pichure an ' yo ' kin turn i t  up

s ide down , de photograph , an ' yo ' kin turn it 
ups ide down on de wall , so dey says , an ' yo ' run de person crazy wit de haid 
down . [Wilson , N. Car . , ( 14 7 5 ) , 2654 : 15 . ] 

8405 . Wel l ,  ah ' ve heard o f  ' em takin ' yore photograph an ' turnin ' tub de wall 
fo ' three an ' foah days , an ' go tub Six an ' Seven Books of Moses an ' read a cer
tain passage of dat . 

(What passage? ) 
But now • • • •  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1195 ) , 2013 : 11 . ] 
840 6 . I f  ah wanted tub hurt anybody really b ad - well , if yo ' have anybody 

photograph an ' dey don ' t want chew, yo ' want dem,  yo ' take it an ' turn it on de ' 

WATER (1)  - BAS IN OF 
(1) PHOTO FACE DOWN IN 

WATER ( 2) - GLASS OF 
(2)  PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER 

face in a bas in of watah . An '  if yo ' want dem tub 
die , yo ' could repeat dis word , "Let I b e  true , In 
de Name of de Fathah� Son an ' Ho ty Ghost.  " 
(Will that kill them? ) 
No , no t tub kill ' em , but dey ' ll come back tub yo ' .  
[ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1210) , 2045 : 2 . ] 
8407 . Well a man tole me - lived right heah in 
town ,  supposed to be a expert root doc tor - he tole 
me dey take yo ' pichure an ' put it  in a glass  of  

watah . Tip it  up , wi t chure face turned down . He  claim dat it kill yuh in  so 
.any days , say it would surely kill yuh . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (549) , 686 : 3 . ] 

840 8 .  Some one tole me dat - say i f  yo ' got anybody ' s  photograph , an ' i f  yo ' 
take dis photograph an ' turn i t  ups ide down ovah a glass of  watah , regardless of  
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where dis man is , he ' s  go tta come back . Dat ' s  all ah know about dat . 
(What did you say ? )  
Turn ' em  ups ide down ovah a glass of  watah an ' regardless o f  where dis person 

lives , he gotta come . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (49 7 ) , 540 : 2 . ] 
8409 . Ah ' ve seen ' em t ake yore pichure . Yo ' git a glas s of watah an ' turn 

it [ pho t o ]  up . Yo ' know , turn it bottom up lak dat [ demonstrat es ] . It won ' t 
hurt cha , it twon ' kill yo ' ,  but it j is '  keeps yo '  sick , s ick , s ick all de time . 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1217) , 2069 : 2 . ] 

8410 . Well , dey said lak , yo ' know , dey goin ' wi t a gurl an ' dey happen tuh 
leave ' uh ,  dey say she could take a glass of  watah an ' turn dis pitchure , yo ' 
know , down ovah it - de face down ,  yo ' know , nex ' tub de watah . Wheresomevah 
yo ' wus , yo ' know , yo ' d  come back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 146 : 14+85 . ]  

841 1 .  (Tell me the whole s tory about the photograph . )  
I t  have tuh b e  tintype - not pas tebo ' d - tintype .  An '  lak ah have yores right 

tuh mah baid , ah kin take it an ' put a cup of watah . Now ah ' ve tried dat , don ' t 

( 3)  BED - UNDER THE 
PHOTO FACE DOWN 
OVER CUP OF WATER 

want yo ' say nuthin , but ah ' ve tried dat . An '  put 
dat cup of watah undah mah baid an '  take dis t intype 
pichure an ' turn it down lak dat . Ah don ' care where 
yo ' at , yo ' shore comin ' soon . It  ain ' t goin '  be ovah 
twenty- four hours . Ah know dat , ah ' ve tried dat . 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 204) , 20 20 : 5 . ] 
8412 . Well ; fo ' instan ' yo ' could take , if dis pho tograph is on a tintype , 

if yo ' s  o f f  some place , say ,  "Now , dere ' s  a gurl , ah want ' er back tub me , 
she ' s gone , "  Or a man gone or a woman wanta 

(4)  UNDER HEAD OF BED bring ' im back . Yo ' take an ' put dat photo-
PHOTO OVER GLASS OF WATER g raph on a glass o f  watah undah de haid of  

de  baid an ' set it , if i t ' s  on  a t intype , 
an ' set down undah dere , an ' purt ty soon he ' ll ' vance [ advance ] b ack .  [ Bruns
wick , Ga. , (1208) , 2062 : 2 . ] 

841 3 .  Jis ' lak ah ' d  have a man ' s photograph an '  wanted dat man an '  he had 
quit me , say .  Why ah kin take dat pho to graph an ' carry i t  - take it  an ' put it 

(5) PHOTO UNDER HEAD OF BED - HEAD DOWN INTO GLASS OF WATER 
in a glass of 
watah . Put it 
undah de haid 

o f  yore b ed turnin ' de haid down ,  intuh dat glass , an ' dey say dat makes de man 
come back tuh yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , (1115) , 1788 : 4 . ] 

( 6 )  TIE TO HEAD OF BED - PHOTO 
BOTTOM UPWARDS OVER GLAS S  OF WATER 

8414 . Dey take yuh photograph an ' 
turn it bottomsides upward over a 
glass o f  watah , an ' t ie it tuh de 
haid of  yer baid . Turn yer haid 

downwards in de watah an ' dat ' ll make a man love yuh , [ Wi lmingt on , N. Car . , 
( 329) , 267 : 3+85 . ]  
8415 . Take a glass of  watah an ' put it  

(7 )  BEHIND BED - PHOTO FACE DOWN behin ' de b ed , an '  turn de face down on de 
OVER GLASS OF WATER glas s of watah - ovah de glass of watah . 

(This photograph? )  
Yes , dat will keep dem home , but ah don ' 

know about runnin '  ' em crazy . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1353) , 2363 : 4 . ] 

(8)  NORTH SIDE OF BED - IN DARK PLACE 
PUT PHOTO ON TOP GLASS OF WATER 

8416 . Well den ,  if  he leave home lak 
dat , yo ' kin take a glass of  watah 
an ' set it tuh de no ' th side o f  yore 
bed lak dat , i n  a dark place an ' put 

' is photograph up ovah �e watah , see . An '  when dat pho tograph , dat pitchure 
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change , lak dat ' is face be goin ' off it , ah don ' care where be is , well dat ' ll 
draw him b ack home , if he not daid some place . 

(How do you put that photograph glass ? Show me . ) 
S ee ,  j is '  lak dis de glass of  watah . Yo ' put it on de no ' th side o f  de bed 

lak dat , in de da ' k  right behin ' dere . Well , yo ' take dat pitcbure an '  put it 
ovah de glass of watah , see on top de glass of watah j is '  lak dat , wit de face 
down tuh de watah . [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 943) , 1524 : 13 . ] 

8417 . Or yo ' kin take yore p ichure - ah heah mah ole grandmothah talk about 
dat often . Yo ' kin take a pichure an' put it ovah a glass of hot boilin ' watah 

( 9 )  HOT BOILING WATER - GLAS S OF - PHOTO OVER 
an ' - in othah words yo ' 
s terilize it - an ' den yo ' 
go crazy . Dere isn ' t anything 

yo ' kin do fo ' dat . Aftah yo ' git dat pichure s terilized see , when dat pichure 
fades away , well dey say den yo ' crazy . Yo ' be up set an '  yo ' b e wantin ' tuh go 
places  all de time .  [Waycross , Ga. , (1080) , 1747 : 13 . ] 

8418 . I f  ah want chew tuh come back tuh me , well ah would put it [ phot o ] in 
a glas s  of watah an ' s e t  it in a co rnah , in a dark cornah ,  an '  let it stay down 

( 10 )  DARK CORNER - GLASS OF WATER IN 
HOLDING PHOTO HEAD DOWN 

( 11) LEFT CORNER OF HOUSE - PHOTO 
FACE DOWN ACROS S GLASS OF WATER 

dere . Turn de haid , heel foremost 
[ turn head where heel should be ] yo ' 
know . So ah j is '  let it stay in dat 
dark cornah an 1 yo ' is comin ' back home . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1132) , 1837 : 5 . ] 
8419 . Well , anybody phot ograph , yo ' 
ain ' t got a thing tuh do but tuh git 
chew a glass of  watah an ' turn it 

[photo ] bo ttoms.ide upward s  an 1 set it in de left cornah of  de house . Well , yo ' 11 
j es ' wandah an '  wandah all de time . 

(This is to s end you away or what ? )  
Yes sir ,  yo ' can ' t s tay in dat town see . 

( 12) MIRROR - ON TOP OF PHOTO FACE DOWN 
ACROSS GLASS OF WATER 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1211) , 204 7 : 7 . ] 
842 0 .  Take yo ' pichure now - if  
yo ' had a fellah ' s pichure an ' 
wanted tub draw ' im back tub yo ' ,  
take dat p ichure an ' turn it down 

ovah a glass o f  watah . 
(You turn that face 
Face down. 

Put a lookin ' -glass on top of it . 
down over the glass o f  water . )  

(Then you put a mirror over that ? 
A mirror ovah i t .  Dat ' ll draw ' im  back tub yo ' . 
Oat ' s  all yo ' have to do . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1158) , 19 29 : 1 . ] 
8421 . An '  ah hearn dat chew kin take one [ photograph] - j es '  lak somebody ' s 

way o f f  at somewhere in a furrinah [ forei gn ]  country or sompin an ' yo ' want ' em 
tuh come back - t ake it an '  turn it down 

(13) 9 DAYS - PHOTO - FACE DOWN on a glass o f  watah , an ' push it undah a 
ON GLASS OF WATER UNDER BED bed an '  let it stay nine days , an '  in de 

tenth day dat person will come . Ah 've 
seen dat happen . [ S avannah , Ga . , (1278) , 2174 : 2 . ] 

8422 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  pichure an ' s et it in a glass  of  watah an '  put 
it in a washs tand right facin ' . An '  set de pichure down in de cornah of it . 

(14) CORNER OF PHOTO DOWN IN GLASS OF WATER 
IN FACE OF WASHSTAND DRAWER - 9 DAYS 

[ Set corner of  p icture cater
co rnahed in glass of water . ]  
Don ' t  kear [ care ] how long dey 
been gone , if yo ' way in New 

Yawk somewheres , yo ' mind will fall on de people whut ' s back heah an '  dey ' ll 
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[you ' ll ]  come . 
(You put this glass o f  water on the dresser . Where do you put this picture 

now? ) 
Put it  in dere [ glass ] katyfied [ catercornered ] .  Put de cornah of  it [ photo ] 

kinda lak dis .  
(What we call cater-cornered . Do you put it in the glass o f  water ? )  
An ' set i t  right in de face of  de washstan '  drawah , an ' let i t  set dere fo ' 

nine mawnin ' s .  An '  dem folks will come in less time den two weeks . 
(Do you put this picture in the glass of water or behind it ? )  
Set i t  [ photo ] down in i t  [ glass ] .  Let one cornah [ o f  photo ] b e  in de glas s 

o f  watah , an ' dat pichure will fade away , but hit ' ll come back . 
(You put that glass in that drawer and close that drawer so as to  hold the 

pho tograph? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1134 ) , 1841 : 10 . ] 
8423 . Yo ' take de man p i t chure , if yo ' wan ' a draw ' im back , an ' put it  on a 

glas s o f  watah , face tuh de watah , ovah top ' a  de watah an ' put a heavy weight 

(15)  9 DAYS KEEP WEIGHT ON PHOTO 
FACE DOWN OVER GLASS OF WATER 

on , an '  let it stay dere fah nine days , 
an '  he ' ll come back . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 286) , 203 : 1+85 . ] 
8424 . If yo ' wan ' tuh make a boy love 

yuh , yo ' take a glas s o f  watah , a glass dat choo ' re not gon ' a  evah use ag ' in , 
an ' turn dat p it chure down ovah dat glass an ' put nine drops o f  Hearts Co logne 

(16)  9 DROPS OF HEAKPS COWGNE OR BLUE MOON PERFUME 
IN GLASS OF WATER - GLASS NEVER TO BE USED AGAIN 

PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER - UNDER HEAD OF BED 

or Blue Moon perfume , 
eithah one is j is '  as 
good , in dat glass of 
watah . An' let dat 
pitchure s tay ovah 

dat glas s  o f  watah until yo ' see s ome result s o f  dat boy comin ' towards yuh . If 
de boy has turn ag ' in [ agains t ]  sho [you]  all tuhgethah an ' yo ' kin git ' is pit� 
chure , why dat ' ll bring ' im  b ack . Put de glass under de haid o f  yuh bed .  [Wil
mington , N. Car . , (260) , 2 55 : 2 . ] 

8425 . Dey s ay dey kin take yuh photergraph an ' turn it ovah a glass o f  watah 
intuh a dahk p lace . Put it in a dahk cornah , an ' turn yuh pho tergraph de haid 

(17)  SP ICE AND CLOVES IN GLAS S OF WATER 
SET PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER - 9 DAYS 

IN A DARK CORNER 

you]  want , dey say he ' ll come back tuh yuh . 

(18) 9 NIGHTS - PHOTO OVER GLASS OF WATER 
UNDER EDGE OF BED - IN 3 HOLY NAMES 

up tuh d is watah . An ' put some 
spice an ' cloves in it , an ' let 
sit dey [ there ] fo ' nine mawnin ' s . 
Well dey say , well , if ' s  anybody 
leaves yuh , anybody da ' choo [ that 
[Wilmington , N. Car . , (174) , 

87 : 1+85 . ]  
842 6 . Ah take de photo graph an ' 
put it ovah a tumblah of watah an ' 
set it undah de edge o f  mah bed , 

de watah an ' de p ichure undah de bed . 
Ho ly Ghost ,  ah want chew tuh love me . " 

(You - how often do you do that ? )  

"In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' de 

Fo ' nine nights . 
(You say that once for nine nights ? )  
Yes sir . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 2 2 3 7 : 10 . ] 
842 7 . Ah heard dat chew could take a photograph an ' put it ovah a glas s o f  

watah , dat i s  if a person i s  outa town an ' cross watahs . An ' p ray nine t imes 
ovah it each day , one prayah a day . Fo ' nine days , pray . In yo ' own mannah , 
yo ' see , yo ' should pray . An '  take it out den an ' put it undah yore rug as yo ' 
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come in de do ' ,  wit de face down . We ll ,  dat ' s  tuh bring ' e.  froa cross vatahs . 

(19)  TO BRING PERSON BACK FROM ACROS S WATER 
PRAY ONCE EACH DAY FOR 9 DAYS OVER PHOTO 
FACE DOWN ON GLASS OF WATER - THEN PUT 

FACE DOWN UNDER RUG AT DOOR 

(To bring a person back? ) 
Outa town ' cross vatahs . 
(You put this picture over 
the water you say! ) 
Ovah de glass o f  vatah , j es ' 
turn de face down . 
Yo ' kin put it in yore bed 
an '  sleep right where dat is ,  

right ovah i t .  See , yo ' put i t  neah yore hear t up heah , yo ' think where yore 
heart is , de glass j es ' stand dere . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2815 : 3 . ]  

8428 . If s omeone is away from yuh an ' yo ' wan ' ' im tuh come , dey say if yo ' 
take a glass of  watah an ' take him down [hi s  photo ] an ' put ' im undahneat '  yuh 

(20)  KEEP PHOTO 9 MORNINGS UNDER BED 
FACE DOWN ACRO SS GLASS OF WATER 
TALK TO IT TELLING HIM TO COME HOME 

b ed ,  an ' turn de face down - let 

it stay undah dere fo ' nine mawn
ings . An 1 dey say evah mawnin ' 
yo ' go dere an '  take de pichure 
up an '  talk tuh it , an ' tell ' im  

yo ' wan ' ' im tuh come . An ' aftah nine days , dat dere watah will work against 
' is mind an ' he ' ll come . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , (310) , 237 : 1+8 5 . ]  

(21) 9 DAYS KEEP YOUR PHOTO FACE DOWN 
OVER GLASS OF WATER - SPOKEN TO 
AH WANT CHOO TO COME BACK HOME 
YO 'VE BEEN GONE WNG ENOUGH 

8429 . I f  yo ' has gone away , dey kin 
take yuh photograph an ' git a glass 
of  watah , an ' put chure photograph on 
dat glass of watah , face down . Aftah 
yo ' put it on dere , yo ' stand ovah it 
an '  say , "I want chew tuh come back 
home . Yo ' ve been gone long enough . 

COME BACK! COME BACK! COME BACK! 

Come back ! Come back ! Come back ! 
tenth day dat p erson will be back . 
238 : 2 . ] 

An ' let dat stay dere fo ' nine days an ' de 
Ah ' ve s een dat tried . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

8430 . If a man got ta wife an ' 
fer she may go , if he kin git ' er 

she leaves home an ' it makes no diff ' rent how 
pichure . She may b e  cross de watahs but if he 

(22) HE TAKES A CLEAR GLASS OF WATER 
LOOKS IN ALL FOUR CORNERS OF THE HOUSE 
SETS IT BEHIND HEAD OF BED 
TURNS THAT PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER GLASS 
EVERY EVENING AT SUNDOWN - 9 EVENINGS 
HE GOES TO HEAD OF BED - CALLS HER 
AS LOUD AS POSSIBLE - AS IF ANGRY WITH HER 

kin bring ' er back • • • •  Now 
he take dat pichure an ' he 
turns it . He takes a cleah 
glass of  watah . He takes 
dat glass o f  watah an ' he 
looks tuh all fo ' cornahs 
of de house . An ' he take 
dat glass o f  watah an ' he 
sets  it behin ' de haid o f  

d e  bed .  An '  he turns dat pichure down , an ' evah evenin ' j es '  a t  sundown , h e  goes 
tuh de haid of dat bed an ' he ' ll call ' er j es '  as loud as yo ' can , j es '  as though 
he wus angry wit ' er - fo ' nine days . An '  if she ain ' t dere in nine days den she 
been carried out tuh de cemetery . 

(You say you look in the four directions ? Then you put that water down . How 
do you put that photograph over it? )  

Yo ' lay i t  flat down ovah de top o f  it , de face o f  i t  down right ovah de 
watah . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1153) , 1890 : 1 . ] 

8431 . De reason ah know dat , a woman , she tell me dis . Her husban' went 
away an ' leave her an '  she want ' im  tuh come back home . An '  she had a pichure 
of his ' n  an ' she take a glass of watah an ' set it in a dark corner in de house 
an' turn de pichure down ovah it an ' call his name . An' when dem nine mawnin ' s 
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(23)  SET GLASS OF WATER IN DARK CORNER OF HOUSE 
TURN PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER THE GLASS 
CALL HER NAME 3 TIMES DAILY - 9 DAYS 

wuz up , he came home . 
(Did she j ust call his name 
once? ) 
Three t imes . 
(How did she call hi s name? )  
She call his name three time .  
(Just that one time when she 
put that pic ture over there? ) 
When she put dat wa tah , de 

gla s s  o f  watah in a dark cornah , turn de pichure down ovah i t  an ' she call ' is 
name three times . [Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1363) , 2403 : 12 . ] 

8432 . Take his pichure yo ' mean an '  make him come b ack tuh her ? Take his 
pichure an ' put a [glass ] j ar of  watah ovah dere lak on de dres sah an ' put dat 

{24) GLASS JAR OF WATER ON DRESSER - PHOTO BEHIND 
pichure ovah d e re b e
bin ' dat watah . An '  
evah mawnin ' befo ' de 
sunrise , fo ' nine 

9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE - CALL PICTURE ' S NAME 
TWICE BEFORE SAYING A WORD TO ANY ONE 

git up an ' call dat p ichure ' s  name twice , fo ' 
' im back . 

mawnin ' s  dat chew' d 
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' it would bring 

(Every morning be fore the sunrise . ) 
Befo ' de sunrise an ' befo ' yo ' say any thing tuh anyb ody . [A  no te of mine 

reads : Woman who had epi Zeptia fit after she Zeft me ! ]  [ Waycro ss , Ga . , (1088 ) , 
1757 : 2 . ] 

8433 . We ll , she take his pichure 
f rom ' er .  Take a watahglass , set i t  

an ' her p ichure , undahstand , if he gone away 
down , her face an ' his ' n  tuhgethah . 

(25)  2 PHOTOS - HIS AND HERS - FACE TO FACE 
ON GLASS OF WATER - HERS UP - HIS ON TOP 

FACE DOWN - KEEP AT HEAD OF BED 

(Whose does she put down 
f ir s t? ) 
Put ' er pichure down fir s t , 
an ' his ' n  on top o f  ' ers . 
Dat ' ll bring ' im back . 
(Do you put her pic ture down 
under water? ) 
See , on top . See , b oth de 
faces is face tuh face , an ' 

de glass o f  watah , an ' let i t  s tay right at de haid o f  ' er baid. An ' dat ' l l 
make dis man worried . He can ' t  wait till he sees ' er all de time . [Waycross , 

( 26)  SUGAR - IN GLASS OF WATER - PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER 
Ga . , (1122 ) , 1803 : 11 . ] 
84 34 . Well , ah hear 
' em  say ,  dey takes it 

[ pho to ] an ' turns it up on de head , yo ' know , an ' gits a glass of watah wit sugah 
in i t .  An '  dey say dat makes yo ' have de b lues about ' em.  

( I  s e e . ) [New Orleans , La. , ( 826 ) , 1205 : 9 . ] 
8435 . Ah heard a lady s aid dat she knew a frien ' dat a woman t aken ' er photo

graph , ' cuz she wus mad wit dis woman ab out ' er own husband . An' she ' d  taken dis 

WATER ( 3) - MARSH OR SWAMP 
{27)  PHOTO FACE DOWN IN MARSH WHERE 

A LITTLE WATER RUNS OVER IT 

unti l all dat - all de person , yo ' know , 
of ' em ,  until all o f  i t ' s  gone . An '  dey 
away from her e .  Gone , she s ay , ' cuz she 

photo graph an '  taken it tuh a branch , 
yo ' know a marsh place where a li ' le 
watah runs all de time .  ·An ' said dey 
turned dis pho tograph ovah on de face 
an ' let dis watah run an ' run ovah it 
de flesh b e ,  yo ' know , cain ' t see any 
say when dat ' s  gone , say yo ' ll go on 
know a friend of hers s ays dis woman ' s  
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taken ' er an '  showed what she ' d  done . [ Newport News , Va . , (482) , 506 : 1 . ] 

(28)  PHOTO LAID FACE DOWN IN CENTER OF MARSH 
DRIVE NEW NAIL THROUGH HEART 

COVER WITH LEAVES - DEAD IN 9 DAYS 

84 36 . Jes ' lak a photograph 
[demonstrates with something ] .  
Dat ' s  de breast . Right in de 
centah o f  yore heart . Go tuh 
a mahsh [marsh ] an ' yo ' j es '  -

j es '  lak yo ' are on side of  de sea down dere . Yo ' git  dat pitchure an '  yo ' put 
it right down dere . Yo ' git chew a tenpenny nail • • • •  

[ Informant has been demonstrating all the while . ]  
(Wait now , you turn that picture upside down . ) 
Dis heah is de face [ demons trates ] .  
(I see , turn it over on its face . ) 
Dat in de centah of de mahsh ,  
(Right in this marsh . ) 
An '  yo ' go t dat thing right in de centah . Yo ' turn dat pitchure down j es '  so . 

Git chew a tenpenny nail dat ain ' t nevah been drove an ' drive it  down dere [demon
strates ] .  

(Drive it  through the hear t . )  
Yes , s ir , right through de heart , Git chew some leaves an ' covah it . In nine 

days yo ' ll be daid . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 63 : 4 . ] 
843 7 .  Yo ' take de photograph when in love an '  put it in a basin of watah , 

an ' if it floated on top , yo ' an ' ' er will be in good love ; but if it goes tub 

WATER (4)  - PAN OF 
( 2 9 )  LOVE DIVINATION WITH PHOTO 

de bot tom , she wan ' tub run away from yo ' 
j es '  as fer as she kin git . 
(Now , which is which? )  
Yo ' couldn ' t  git ' er i f  she goes tub de 

bot tom, no . See , becuz de watah washin ' ' er offa dat pichure , yo ' see , washin ' 
' er photograph ' way f rom yo ' .  It nevah will be on dat card stall , it will wash 

WATER { 5) - PITCHER OF 
(30)  SET PHOTO BEHIND - CALL NAME 

3 TIMES DAILY - 9 DAYS 

off . [ Savannah , Ga . , (12-7 1) , 2151 : 3 . ] 
8438 . Lak if  yo ' ' way an ' dey want chew 
tub come back , Dey kin take a pitchah o f  
watah an ' take d i s  pichure an ' set i t  b e-

mawnin ' s b efo ' sunrise , dey git up 
three times . In nine days yo ' mo ' 
1757 : 13 . ] 

bin ' dis pitchah of watah . An '  fo ' nine 
an ' call yo ' three times - call yore name 
den apt tuh b e  back . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1090) , 

8439 . An '  den yo ' kin again take dis pichure an ' put it where runnin ' watah 
run ovah it , an ' dis person will j es '  have tuh go , can ' t  stay in one place -

WATER ( 6) - RUNNING 
( 31) PHOTO THROWN INTO - MAKES PERSON WANDER 

dey j es '  have tuh keep goin ' . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 
2557 : 6 . ] 
844 0 .  Take dere pichure an '  

put i t  intuh runnin ' watah , an ' dat ' ll put a person tub walkin ' .  Dey cain ' t stay 
at a place contented . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 24 ) , 2 7 21 : 8 . ] 

844 1 .  Now , yo ' could take a pichure , an ' yo ' could take it an '  throw it in 
runnin ' watah . An '  ah don ' t  care where dat person go , dey couldn ' t s tay an '  be 
satis fied . Evahwhere dey go dey wants wandah . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1380) , 2450 : 4 . ] 

8442 . They say they kin take yuh pitchure an ' throw it  in some runnin '  watah . 
An '  if yo ' be anywhere , yo ' d come back home . [ This belief is quite possible , but 
at the moment I am unable to think of a parallel . ] [Richmond , Va . , (374 ) , 318 : 6 . ] 

844 3 .  Git chure [photograph] on a p iece o f  t in [ a  tintype ] an '  throw dat 
ovahbo ' d  an ' dat makes yo ' leave . Ah know dat . Ah had it done . If dey take 
yuh photograph - dat ' s de reason ah won ' t take one .  Dey j es '  take dat in a j ar 
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(32) PHOTO THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER - DROWNS YOU 
or anything an ' throw it 
ovahbo ' d .  Two or three 
days aftah dat , yo ' done 

gone ri ght dere [ to the same place and j ump into the water ] . [ Charleston , s .  
Car . , (15 09 ) , 572 : 6 . ] 

8444 . An ' den dey kin take yuh photograph an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  Dat will 
drown yuh . But dey go t ' a  read de 108 Psalm. [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 613 : 8 . ] 

844 5 .  Jes ' lak if dey take yore pho tograph an '  throw it ovahbo ' d  - if yo ' 
mad wit de person an '  throw dat pho tograph ovahbo ' d ,  dat would cuz de person tuh 

git drowned . [Wilson , N .  

(33)  PHOTO THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER - MAKES CRAZY 
Car . , (1458) , 284 8 : 11 . ] 
8446 . An '  yo ' kin take 
dat picture an ' go to a 

dat pic ture ovah your haid an '  don ' t look back , 
crazy . [Florence , s .  Car . , (1308 ) , 2212 : 16a . ] 

844 7 . Put it in runnin ' watah . 
(This photograph . What will that do? )  

runnin ' rivah an ' throw 
an '  go o f f , an ' it will run ' em 

De same , make yo ' lose yore mind . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1337 ) , 2310 : 5 . ] -
8448 . Or yo ' kin throw it in runnin ' watah an ' run ' em  crazy . [ S t .  Peters-

burg , Fla . , (1001) , 1617 : 8 . ] 
8449 . (What ? )  
Throw i t  in runnin ' water • • •  
(Throw this photograph in running water?  And what will that do? ) 
That will run you crazy . [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  ( 7 36 ) , 1 007 : 10 . ] 

(34)  PHOTO FACE DOWN INTO RUNNING WATER 
KEEPS YOU GOING 

8450 . Dey would take dat pichure , 
dat pho tograph an ' turn it down , an ' 
throw it in runnin ' watah . 
(What will that do ? )  

Yo ' would go long a s  dat pichure was runnin ' . 
(What do  you mean ? Would [ it ]  run you away or kill you or what ? )  
No , i t  wouldn ' t kill yo ' but yo ' b e  goin ' . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1056) , 

1716 : 1 . ] 
845 1 .  I f  dey wanta 

photograph an ' take it 
drive yo ' 'way outa town or keep yo ' goin ' , dey take yore 
tuh anything dat ' s  sealed airtight , an ' set it in dat so  

( 35 )  PHOTO UPSIDE DOWN IN SEALED CONTAINER 
THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

it float on de watah . An ' put 
it  in dere an ' t ighten i t  up 
good , an '  turn dat pichure bot
tomsides , upside down .  Jes ' as 

long as dat watah runnin ' an ' dat 
(How do you mean you turn this 

mean ? )  

pichure floatin ' yo ' continue go in ' , yo ' see . 
picture ups ide down , in this  container you 

In de containah - lak j es '  de glas s heah [ glass j ar for my c igar ashes ? ] .  
Dis de glass . Why yo ' [ demonstra tes ] turn de pichure upside down dat way , see . 
Den yo ' take it tuh de rivah . S crew it  up airtight so de watah can ' t  git in 
dere , see lak it float on de watah . Anyway so i t  will float . Jes '  as long as 
dat watah runnin ' an ' dis in dere , why yo ' continue tuh go . I f  it evah stops , 
yo ' know , it  dry up lak , see yo ' begin tuh stop . Well , den if  de watah come 
back flowin ' again , yo ' begin tuh go again . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1168 ) , 1 9 7 9 : 4 . ] 

8452 . Dey kin take yore photograph an ' nail it to  a board an ' put it in an ' 
care it t o  a rivah an ' nail it  through yo ' two eyes • • • •  de nail in ' tween it , an ' 
throw i t  in de rivah or eithah in any runnin '  watah , an ' it ' ll run yo ' crazy an ' 
run yo ' away from dere . Jis ' lak if i t  wuz me an ' yo ' didn ' t wanta see me or 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chc raft - Rootwork - 3491 

nuthin • • •  any t ime yo ' git one o f  mah photographs an ' nail it to a bo ' d  an '  nai l 

(36)  PHOTO NAILED THROUGH EYES TO BOARD 
THROW UPS IDE DOWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

it through mah two eyes on de bo ' d  
an ' throw it in d e  lak [ in there 
like ] bo t tomside upwards an ' ' long 
as it ' s  in dat runnin ' watah den 

it runs me away an ' ah keeps 
(The face down? ) 

go in ' j is '  lak a person goin ' crazy • • • •  

Ye s suh , wit de face down . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 3 7 ) , 1513 : 5 . ] 
845 3 .  Dey takes dat photograph , lak if dey want s yo ' tuh - ah may say run yo ' 

away or maybe somet ime have yo ' dai d  or somepin lak dat . Dey take it an ' fold 

(37)  PHOTO FOLDED IN WHITE RAG - A S INK ON IT 
THROW IT INTO RUNNING WATER 

it up in a piece of white rag 
also an ' put a zina [ see tater] 
on it an ' throw it in runnin ' 
watah , an ' dat suppo sed tuh 

make yo ' mindless . [ Zina = sink = s inker , a l ead wei ght used in f ishing . ]  I f  
dey don ' t  do dat , dey ' ll take an ' bury it o n  de face . When dey bury it on de 
face it suppo sed tuh kill yo ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 951) , 1536 : 7 . ] 

8454 . Well , dey tell me , i f  yo ' do any hahm [ harm ] tuh a woman an ' she love 
yuh in any way , she could take yuh pi tchure an ' t urn it down a c er tain way . 

(38)  PHOTO TIED TO BANK - HEAD DOWNSTREAM - FEET UP STREAM 
22 MORNINGS SHE RAIS E S  PHOTO TO EXAMINE IT 

UNLESS HE RETURNS BY THAT TIME - HE GOES MINDLES S  

Yo ' ll have tuh 
come back [ to her ] 
or i t  run yuh 
mindles s until yo ' 
kin git tuh yuh 

p itchure or have some root doctor g i t  it . An '  [ she ] have i t  turned down in run
nin '  watah . Jis ' turn it right - haid upward , an ' yuh foo ts up an ' yuh haid 
down [ downstream ] on runnin ' watah .  She p lace it [ t ie it ] down dere where it 
cain ' t gi t away , yo ' know . She goes down dere evah mawnin ' an ' look an ' take it  
up  an ' le t i t  go back down . Evah mawnin ' fo ' about ah think twenty- two mawnin ' . 
Den aftah dat happen , an ' i f  shoo [you ] don ' come back tuh ' er ,  yo ' j is '  go 

( 3 9 )  PHOTO - HEAD DOWNSTREAM - FEET UPSTREAM 
RUNS PERSON CRAZY IN 9 DAYS 

crazy . [Wilmington , N. Car . , 
( 2 25) , 219 : 1 . ] 
84 55 . Dey say yo ' take de 
pichure an ' put it in runnin' 
watah an '  dat will run yo '  

crazy . Put yo ' wit de haid down de s tream an ' de f ee t  ups t ream ,  pointin ' up . 
See , yore haid go down wh ich wil l  b e  in front , an ' it will run yo '  crazy in nine 
days . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1436) , 2602 : 4 . ] 

8456 . Yore photograph is yore pichure . Well , ah' ve heard dat peo p le have 
taken yore p ichure an ' some quicks ilvah an ' throwed i t  in watah an '  run yo ' crazy 

(40)  PHOTO - QUICKSILVER ON - IN BAG 
INTO RUNNING WATER - TURN BACK TO 

or make yo ' l eav e home . 
(Well , what would they do with that 
quicks ilver? )  
D ey taken an ' put it on de pichure 

[ quicksilver here probab ly tinfoil ] an ' put it in a l i ' le s ack , an ' throw it in 
a s tream o f  cleah runnin ' watah . J es ' lak dis watah ' s runnin ' downs tream an ' 
throw it in dat s tream of  watah , an '  turn yo ' back on it an ' go on back . An '  
it ' ll eithah run yo ' crazy or make yo ' leave home . 

(You j us t  spread that quicksilver on the picture? The back of it o r ? )  
On d e  back o f  it . [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1428) , 2577 : 3 . ] 
8457 . Dey kin take dis p ichur e heah an ' cut dis pichure half in two an ' put 

it intuh a pint b o t tle . Don ' t put nuthin d ere but j is '  put dat pichure in dat 
pint bottle an ' s top it up airt ight . An' go tuh de rivah or any place where de 
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(41 ) PHOTO CUT IN HALF - 2 PIECES BOTTLED AIRTIGHT 
THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - SENDS AWAY 

(4 2) PHOTO CUT INTO SMALL P IECES - INTO SACK 
SALT AND SULPHUR - MIDNIGHT - DARK AND CLOUDY 
BLINDFOLD EYES - THROW SACK INTO RUNNING WATER 

watah ' s  powahful strong 
an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  
Jis ' throw it ovah dere 
an ' dey ' s  gone , dey ' s 
gone . [ Waycross ,  Ga . , 
(1143 ) , 1863 : 2 . ] 
8458 . Yes , ah ' ve heard 
' em t ell of dat . Lak 
if yo ' got dey pitchure 
an '  yo ' wanta git rid 

of a man, want ' im tuh leave or somepin lak dat , yo ' take dis pitchure an ' yo ' 
cut it up . Jes ' take an '  cut it up in fine pieces . Take an ' cut it up in a 
j umple . Well ,  yo ' take an ' fix yo ' a kinda a li ' le sack , kinda lak a woman has 
fo ' change - keeps a li ' le money sack about dat long an '  it got a zippah on it . 
Dey take dat pitchure an '  dey chip i t  up fine an ' take yo ' some salt an ' j es '  
mash i t  on dere . Sprinkle dat salt intuh dat pitchure . An ' den take yo ' some 
sulphuh an ' put dat sulphuh intuh it . Den yo ' take an '  put dis zippah on dere 
an '  t ie it up good an ' tight . Well , yo ' leave home , ah reckin , ' bout twelve 
aclo ck , j e s ' long as it round midnight on a dark, cloudy night . When yo ' leave 
dere , go right s traight tuh a s tream o f  strong runnin '  watah . An ' yo ' take dis 
zippah [ sack] whut dis pitchure an ' stuff is in , an ' yo ' take yore pocket han ' ke� 
chef an ' yo ' blindfold yo ' sel f .  an ' de� yo ' throw it right in dat stream o f  run
nin ' watah . An '  dat ' s de way yo ' git rid o f  ' em.  

(That ' s  to get rid of  them. That means to run them away , send them away? ) 
Dat ' s  right , tuh drive ' em outa dere . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1413) , 

(43)  SOUTH-RUNNING WATER - PHOTO THROWN INTO 
2541 : 3 . ] 
8459 . Take dat photograph an ' 
throw it in dat s tream where 

dere running water , it goin ' so ' th ,  
(Runs you crazy . Must the water 
Runnin ' so ' th, yeah . 

an ' dat will run yo ' crazy . 
run south? ) 

(What if it ran north? ) 
Well , ah haven ' t heard about dat . 
(It  mus t be  water running south . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1043 ) , 1692 : 1 . ] 
8460 . Takes ' is pichure an ' throw it in a stream o f  runnin ' watah goin ' so ' th, 

a deep s tream, an ' dat ' ll kill ' im .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (104 3) , 1692 : 6 . ] 
8461 . Well , d ey say dat if yo ' kin git a person p ichure , say i f  it ' s  a woman 

an ' she has not b een faithful tuh ' er husban ' , or if  she ' s ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  goin ' 

WATER ( 7 )  - IN A SPRING 
(44)  TO SEE WHETHER WOMAN I S  FAITHFUL 

MAN TAKES HER PHOTO TO BUBBLING SPRING 
3 OR 9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRI SE 
REFLECTION OF PHOTO IN THE WATER 
AT DAYBREAK GIVES THE ANSWER 

wit some othah man , an ' he kin 
take her photograph down tuh 
some bubblin ' spring be fo ' sun
rise an ' stay dere until it ' s  
light enough fo ' him tuh see de 
reflect ion of dat pichure in 
dat s tream , in dat bubblin ' 
stream . Why do dat three 

diff ' ren ' mawnin' . An ' some says  nine diff ' ren ' mawnin ' s .  Now ah don ' know de 
truth of it . Ah ' m  j e s ' t ellin 1 de truth but dat ' s  whut dey say ,  dat dat woman 
would event ' ly [ eventually ] turn ' er face back tuh dat man . 

(You say you hold that picture over the water ? )  
Ovah d e  watah , ovah a bubblin '  sp ring . It go tta be where de spring is , don ' 

chew know . Yo ' go befo ' sunrise an ' s tay dere until it ' s  light enough tuh s ee 
de reflec tion o f  dat pichure in dat str�am,  yo ' see . [ This is undoubtedly a 
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divinat ion rite , a part of  which informant has forgotten . Any suggestion on my 
part would have been a suggest ed answer . What the reflection revealed can be 
guessed . If the reflection showed a woman , she was faithful to her husband ; if  
a man , unfai thful . The bubb Zin ' spring of course complicated the answer ! ]  
[ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1374) , 2435 : 9 . ] 

8462 . Ah kin give yuh two practices on dat . Now ,  dey kin take yure photo
graph , yo ' know , what yo ' have already gotten yureself ,  since dat ' s yo ' . Write 

chure name at de bottom 
WATER (8)  - TIDEWATER 

(45 ) WRITE VICTIM' S NAME AT BOTTOM OF PHOTO 
YOURS AT TOP - CARRY TO TIDEWATER STREAM 
TO TREE UPON WHICH WATER RI SES AND FALLS 
TACK PHOTO HEAD DOWN TO IT WITH RUSTY NAIL 
SO THAT IT WILL RISE AND FALL WITH TIDE 

first , write chure name on 
de top an ' tote chew right 
down tub any s tream of  watah 
dat goes up an ' down [ t ide
water stream] , you git tuh 
a piece of wood [= woods , 
collection of  tree s ]  where 
dere a tree what de watah 
comes up on . Yo ' know , as 

AS TIDE COMES IN VICTIM WILL GO CRAZY 
AS TIDE GOES OUT HE SLEEPS ALL THE TIME 

it comin'  up it looks lak dat 
(As the tide comes up ? )  

[water covers a part of  the tree trunk ] . 

Dat ' s  right . Turn de haid right down an ' take a rusty nail an ' nail it right 
in dere . Don ' t drive de nail haid in , don ' t drive de haid in . J is ' drive i t  
enough tub hold i t .  Evah t ime when d e  tide comes up , why yo ' know yo ' will j is '  
be all crazy , evahthing looks funny tuh yuh . An ' when de tide ' s goin ' out , why 
yo ' ll j is '  set in one place - lie down in one place an ' sleep all de time .  Sleep 
comes ovah yuh j is '  lak dat . [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (514 , Doctor Glover , see aZso 
pp . 2258-2259 & 3209 ) , 59 7 : 3 . ] 

8463 . I ' ve heard people say 
its  on de tintype , we call it -

that peop le could git chere fortergraph - I think 
an ' put it down tuh the lowah watahmark ; an ' de 

t ide rises ovah that an ' comes tuh de 
(46)  LOW-TIDE MARK - PUT PHOTO AT high watahmark an ' it covahs it . They 

say [ they ]  can do s omepin tuh yuh by 
that way . [Deal Island , Md . , (109 ) , 24 : 1 . ] 

8464 . Now, yo ' take some dose people kin git holt of  yore photograph an ' dey 
take it an ' dey carry it tuh streamin ' watah , yo ' know , an ' put it in streamin ' 

(47 )  TIDE-WATER BRANCH - LET PHOTO FLOAT UP 
REMOVE AND BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 

branch watah. Let it run up 
an '  turn round , den dey take 
it out an ' bury it undahneath 
de do ' step , an ' dat will kinda 
worry yo ' a li ' le b it .  

They put i t  in a s tream o f  running water and 
Dat ' s it . 

(Wait !  Ab out this photograph. 
let it go up the s tream . ) 

(Then turn it around and let it go back . ) 
Float back . 
(It  goes up wi th the tide . )  
Go up wit de t ide an ' come back right tuh de tide . Pick it up an ' bury it 

right undahneath yuh do ' step anywhere where yo ' could walk ovah it . 
(They bury it  under my doorstep? ) 
Yes sir . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (985 ) , 1591 : 18 . ] 

(48 )  TIDEWATER GOING OUT - THROW PHOTO INTO 
846 5 . They can , yo ' know , throw 
' em  [ a  photograph] in this run

ning water , or the tidewater as 
it ' s  going out , an ' run yo ' crazy . [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (557) , 438 : 9 . ] 
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8466 . A person kin take yuh pitchure an ' , if dere isn ' t any watah between 
yuh an ' dat person , dey kin take yuh pitchure an ' a piece of  dere hair [ demon

s trates ] , .right from aroun ' heah , right in back of de eah [ ear] , 
WEAR PHOTO de right eah , an '  put it , de face up tuh yuh pitchure , an ' wrap 

it up good an '  care [ carry] it right in heah , in de bosom nex ' tuh 
de heart . I f  dey wan ' chao tuh love ' em ,  dey kin do dat . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
(26 7 ) , 188 : 1+85 . }  

8467 .  They can take your picture an ' wear i t  on their p erson an ' bring them 
to you. [Elizabeth City , N.  Car . , (438) , 55 7 : 9 . ] 

WHISKEY - ALCOHOL 
(1)  GLASSFUL - HIS PHOTO FACE DOWN OVER 

8468 . Well , dey will get chure 
photo  an '  a glassful o f whiskey an ' 
turn dat photo upside down [ over the 
glass ] an ' de p erson dat de photo 

b ' longs tuh will come . I f  he ' s  away or wherevah he is , he ' ll come tuh dat place . 

( 2 )  HIS PHOTO OVER GLASSFUL OF WHISKEY 24 HOURS 
THEN HEAD DOWN ON BACKSIDE OF BED 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1231) , 
2087 : 7 . ]  
8469 . (Now wai t a minute ! 
That ' s  the photograph . What 
do they do that for? ) 
Well , they do that ,  they say 
to keep the ole man or make 
him come b ack home . 
(First  they do what with it? ) 
Put it ovah a glass of  whis-

key an ' they lay that ovah there - the pho tograph ovah that an ' then they let it 
stay ovah there a day an ' a night , an ' then after that they take it off  an ' put it 
on the backs ide of their bed where they sleep , stand it up on the head - like that . 

(That ' s  to bring him back . ) [Jacksonville , Fla . , (598) , 7 65 : 8 . } 
8470 . Now, whut ah ' ve heard about de photograph . Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  

photograph , i f  yo ' lovin' dat woman an ' yo ' can ' t git any love wit her , yo ' kin 

(3)  NEW HANDKERCHIEF KEPT ABOUT PHOTO 
FEED WITH ALCOHOL - WEAR IN LEFT POCKET 

take dat an ' weah it in yore 
pocke t  an ' a bran ' -new pocket 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef . Keep it wrapped 
up in it an ' j es '  keep it damp 

wit a li ' le likkah . 
tuh quit ' er .  

An '  dat woman will go crazy ovah yo ' until yo ' be ' s  ready 

(You keep that pocket handkerchief anointed with liquor? ) 
A bran ' -new one ain ' t nevah b een used . 
(Do you have to keep i t  in your pocket in any part icular way o r  any thing? ) 
Yes sir , in yore left [ the heart ]  pocket . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1019 ) , 

1649 : 1 . ] 
8471 . Get a person ' s  photograph . Yo ' kin take 

key an ' put i t  in a dark clos et .  An '  yo ' kin take 
that  an ' use the bes t o f  whis
their photograph an ' turn it 

bottom upwards .  Well , 
they won ' t be satis fied 
till they see the person 
according tuh the wishes 

(4)  FACE DOWN - HIS PHOTO OVER GLAS S OF WHISKEY 
SET IN DARK CLOSET - WISH VICTIM TO STAY OR GO 

yo ' d make . If  yo ' d  wish fer them to stay away , they ' ll stay ; if yo ' wish fer ' em 
tuh come tuh yuh , they ' ll come . 

(What do you do with that whiskey? ) 
Yo ' takes the whiskey an ' puts in a glass . Yo ' turns the photo bottom upwards 

over the glass . 
(The photo doesn ' t  touch the whiskey at all? )  
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No . 
(I see , it j ust  sets over the glass o f  whiskey. )  
But yo ' is s tanding on your head . [ Norfolk ,  Va . , (4 92) , 529 : 1 . ] 
8472 . Now , if I wan ' a  keep yo ' in trouble - kin yo ' hear me ?  [ I  probably 

nodded yes . ] I f I wan ' a  keep yo ' in trouble , I get a glass ful o f  whiskey , half 

(5)  WHI SKEY - HALF GLASSFUL - PHOTO HEAD DOWN INTO 
ADD 3 OLD BRASS PENNIES 

full , and turn you [ your 
photograph] down in [not 
on ] that glas s , and put 
[ in]  three old brass pen

nies , yo ' know. P ennies ,  yo ' know. And let  it [ photograph ] stay up side down in 
there , and you will be in troub le the balance o f  yore days . [ 3  pennies symbolize 
Th�e Ho Zy Names or are taken over from payment to grave spirit for graveyard 
dirt . ] [Richmond , Va . , (404 , Humpadee , my first female root doctor) , 353 : 10 . ] 

847 3 .  Dey take alcohol . 
(After they got the fingernails . )  . .  
After dey got de fingahnails an ' aftah yo ' take de alcohol , dey put it intuh 

dis alcohol.  All right , den dey go git chure photo , yore pichure . Dey have tuh 
take yore photo an ' dey puts yo ' down , standin ' down on yore haid . Well , all 
right , dey takes an ' put fo ' s trings in dat ; dat ' s  if a woman wants a man tuh 

(6)  MAN ' S PHOTO ON HEAD STANDS IN ALCOHOL WITH 
WOMAN ' S FINGERNAIL S - STRINGS TIED THROUGH 
CORNERS OF PHOTO TIE PHOTO TO BACK OF BED 

come back tuh ' er .  
(They put the four strings 
in what ? )  
Intuh dis pichure . 
(How do they put them into 
the picture? ) 
Wal ,  take a thread , yo ' know 

in de fo ' cornahs . Den dey turn it down , turn yuh down on yo ' haid , see ; an' dey 
take dis pichure an ' dey p lace it ovah , behin ' dis alcohol wheah yo ' fingahnails 
is . See , an ' den go tuh de back of de baid an ' den dey t ie dis s tring [ in each 
of 4 corners of photo ] . Well , dey covah it [ photo ] up where yo ' cain ' t see it  
an' den event ' ly [ eventually ] ,  yo ' come . 

(This man is supposed to come home ? )  
Yeah . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (560) , 6 96 : 2 . ] 
8474 . When yo ' call a person ' s  spirit , twelve ' clock at night , yo '  draws on a 

person . 
(Draw her picture ? ) 
Draw his pichure . Git ' is name 

self . Yo ' take a sheet an ' put it 
an '  address . Yo ' set [ in] a dark room by yo ' 
ovah yo ' haid , wit chure eyes out so yo ' kin 

( 7 )  T O  CALL SPIRIT O F  PERSON WHO HA S  LEFT 
DRAW PERSON ' S PICTURE AT MIDNIGHT 
GO INTO DARK ROOM - PUT SHEET OVER HEAD 
LEAVE EYES OUT TO SEE - WHISKEY IN GLASS 
CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 3 TIME S  - WITH NEEDLE 
IN LEFT HAND PUNCH 9 HOLE S INTO P ICTURE 
BLOW ON P ICTURE - LIGHT LAMP - WATCH MATCH 
HOW IT BENDS - TO YOU OR AWAY FROM YOU 
WHETHER PERSON IS RETURNING OR STAYING AWAY 
LAY DI SHRAG OVER DOOR - CALL P ERSON ' S NAME 

see . Yo ' set a li ' le b it of 
whiskey in a glass [ to draw 
his spirit back , spirits  lov
ing whiskey , see ALCOHOL FOR 
THE SPIRIT , p . 32 ] an 1  yo 1 

gotta memorize de pers on 
name , an ' yo '  call ' i s name 
three times . Durin ' de t ime 
yo ' s  callin ' ' is name ,  take 
a needle wit chure lef ' han ' 
an ' punch nine holes in it . 
(Nine holes in what ? )  

Nine holes in d e  pichure ,  in 
de form what chew draws . An' 

when yo ' done cut de nine holes in it an ' yo ' watch de pichure an ' blow on it . 
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An '  durin '  de t ime af tah yo ' done blowin ' on it , an ' i f  yo '  hit it again tuh [ do 
something ] den chew light yo ' lamp . Aftah dat , den yo ' set a match tuh it . See 
what side she [match ]  bendin' ; i f  she bend going , if she b end comin' back . She 'll 
(match wil l ]  f all b ack in yuh hands . If  she [match ] b end goin' , goin' de direc
tion she [ or he ] was [had departed ] ,  she ' ll [match ' ll ]  fall dat way ; an ' i f  she 
[match leans to ] dis side , she ' ll fall dat side ; an ' if she ' s  [woman ' s ] comin ' 
back ,  she ' ll (mat ch ' ll ]  fall right up in de woman form . [ She ] come right on back 
tub you. [ Informant alternating the sexes is confus ing . ]  An ' durin ' de time dat 
dey bring ' er back , yo ' gi t  up an ' yo ' take yo ' dishrag an ' wring it ovah d e  do ' 
an ' call ' er name . Dat ' s  cases if  she gone an ' leave yo ' . 

I f  she gone an ' leave yuh , if she leave any she [no t  her ] clo thes in dere lak 
a dress or pettycoat , lak dat , j es ' take an ' ball it up an ' put it ' neat ' chure 
pillah an ' she will come back less dan three day ' s time , if she ' s able tuh , if 
she ' s  in de city . 

(That ' s  to bring the woman back. You are calling her spirit back that way . ) 
Yes s ir . ( Charleston , S .  Car . , (519) , 614 : 2  & 3 . ] 
847 5 . Say yo ' takes ' er p ichure . Yo ' go es an ' git a gun an ' regardless tub 

who she is  or how much money she go t ,  if  yo ' loved ' er ,  git ' er photograph an' 

(8)  MARK HER PHOTO WITH AN "X" - A CROSS  
FOLD INTO PIECE O F  NEWSPAPER - PUT IN YOUR 
SHOE UNDER INSOLE - HEAD DOWN FACING HEEL 
WEAR 3 DAYS - PRETEND TO DRINK WHI SKEY 
TWO GLASSES - DRINK YOURS - HERS WITH PHOTO 
FACE DOWN OVER GLAS S  - NAME - LEAVE 3 DAYS 
THEN WHAT HAPPENS TO SECOND GLASS - GUES S  

turns ' er photograph o n  de 
desk , layin ' de pho tograph 
an ' call ' i t ' er pichure , 
an ' mark i t  wit a "X" - a 
cros s ,  "X" . Take an ' folds 
it up in a piec e  of news
pahah an ' put it in yore 
shoes . Hold s  up de linin ' 
o f  yore shoes an ' put it  

in dere , an' turns de haid o f  ' er pichure down tub de  ground an '  tuhward de back 
of  yore heel . Weah it three days an '  take it an '  delivah it out . An ' pert ends 
[pretends ] yo ' drinkin '  whiskey , two glas ses . Drink yores an ' name hers wit de 
p ichure ovah it . An '  let it stay dere fo ' three days an ' she ' ll return tub yo ' . 

(Aft er you wear t hi s  in your shoe , you take it , t he third day , and then yo u? ) 
Put it  in two drinks of  likkah , put it  in two separate glasses . Fulls [ fill ] 

de glasses up each , an ' drink one .  An ' put de othah one back an ' name it  wit de 
pichure in it , ovah de glass wit de face down tuh whiskey . [Wilson , N .  C ar . , 
(14 78 ) , 2658 : 2 . ] 

8476 . (Or sometimes they say they get hold of your phot ograph . [ I  am repeat
ing informant ' s  preceding statement unrecorded . ]  What do they say about that? ) 

WISH - AFTER BURNING PHOTO FACE DOWN 
Oh , yes s ir .  Well , I heah dem say , I 
don ' t know whethah it is true , but I tell 
yo ' what I heard dem say .  Say dey kin 

take yer photograph an ' turn 
tum dat down . 

it  like dis [ demonstrate s ] . Here pho tograph , dey 

(Oh , they turn it down. ) 
Yes , dey turn dat down lak dat . 
(Well , what does that do ? )  
An' make a wish on it . Dey say dat will carry yo ' away , run yo ' away . 
(I  see , run you away . )  [Peter sburg , Va . , (444) , 416 : 3 . ] 
8477 . I have heard they t ake your photo graph and get the hair out of your head , 

and wish any thing would happen to that image , and at tach that hair onto your pic

HAIR FROM HEAD ATTACHED TO PHOTO - WI SH - IT WILL COME TRUE 
ture , and that wish 
will come true . 
[ Fredericksburg , Va ., 
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(44 ) , by Ediphone . ]  
84 7 8 . Ah heard dey could take 

3 T IME S  WISH - BURYING PHOTO - P ERSON RETURNS dat chew know. 
(This pho tograph . ) 
Take dat an ' make a wish three 

times an ' bury it on de face an ' de loved one will return . [Waycross , Ga . ,  
(1126) , 1831 : 8 . ] 

2 .  NMm 

[ The second section o f  divis ion THE THREE GREAT SUBSTITUTES FOR HUMAN BODY 
( the f irs t section PHOTOGRAPH , p . 3419f . ) contains a goodly ' number of rites , 
cons idering the fact that hundreds of  examples have already been given in the 
text , and that more will follow this present section . Such imbalance occurs 
b ecause names normally are merely a part o f  a larger or more important rite . } 

8479 . Wel l ,  you open that banana - you s ee , not far enough for it to b e  
shown - and write that name and put i t  in , and put it up overhead and the apple 

APPLE - BANANA - ORANGE - HOLE IN ONE OF THEM 
INS ERT PAPER ON WHICH NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
WRAP TO YOU IN SOMETHING - LAY IT OVERHEAD 

too . That will keep them right 
there with you ,  j ust  like that 
urine . That is suppo sed to make 
them care for you . 
[While recording was s topped I 

asked informant about the 9 times previously mentioned . ]  
You write the name nine t imes on the paper , yes sir , and put it in the hole , 

s tick in the hole in the app le or orange or banana ; j us t  fix it  up , you know, so  
it won ' t be laid open . Then you wrap it up into s omepin . And then you put it 
up overhead , anywhere high .  When you wrap it , you wrap to you like this [ demon
strates ] and put it up overhead where they pass by , [Wrapping , as here , i s  often 
a magic rite - see later margin title WRAPPING . ] 

8480 . They say you can take that spit tle [ =  spit ] and take some sage ,  green 
sage , and mix that wi th it , and writ e the names o f  the Twelve Apos tles on that 

APOSTLES - THE 12 - SAGE LEAVES - SALIVA OR SPIT 
sage [ 12 sage leaves ] .  And 
you mix it with it [ spit with 
leaves ]  and then take that 

and hide it under a doors tep . Put it  under a doorstep where it ' ll be covered , 
where it can ' t be seen . And that individual will begin to pine away and finally 
go into consump tion [ tuberculos is ] . [ Elizabeth City , N. Car . , (482 ) , 3 96 : 5 . } 

BACKWARDS WALK - CALL ING PERSON ' S NAME 
8481 . Dey kin walk backwards an ' call 
a person name , an ' if dey continue tuh 
do dat fo ' a certain many days , dat ' ll 

run yo ' crazy . [Waycros s ,  Ga. , (1135 ) , 1847 : 3 . } 
848 2 . Jes ' lak yo ' were enemies tuhgethah , sompin lak dat , an '  yo ' wanted 

dem tuh go ,  why den yo ' go ahaid an ' take dere name . Take dere name - j es '  lak 

BIRD EGG - WRAP ABOUT - NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
RESTORE EGG TO NEST - VICTIM AS WILD AS BIRD 

ah ' m  enemies ag' inst yo ' - take 
dere name an ' write it nine t ime s .  
An '  wrap it up in a piece of  papah 
wit de b ird aigs an ' put it in de 

b ird nes t .  An '  den dat ' ll make dem , yo ' know , go wild ; have a wild mind , a gain ' 
mind tuh go . Dey won ' be satisfied nowhere dey go . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1351) , 
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2 345 : 8 . ] 
8483 . 

dey said 
Take de black bot tle an ' set it ' hin ' de baid , dat ' s  whut ah heard , an ' 

tuh write chure name on dat bottle nine times . An '  let de bottle stay 

BLACK BOTTLE - PUT IN OR ROUND - PAPER WITH NAME 
WRITTEN 9 TIMES FORWARDS AND 9 TIMES BACKWARDS 

SET BOTTLE BEHIND BED 

way [demons trates ] fo ' nine times , den yo ' turn 
back ' cros s  dat way [ demonstrate s ] . See , dat ' s  

(You mean you write it on the glass? )  

' hun ' [behind ] de baid fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' den yo ' ll 
come back home . Dat ' s  if yore 
gone , see . 
(How do you write the name on 
that bottle? ) 
Yo ' write de name goin ' dis 

dat roun ' an ' yo ' write it comin ' 
de way yo ' should write it . 

[ I  knew the name was not written on the glass , but I needed an explanation 
without sugges ting it . ]  

Take a piece of  papah an '  write it  on dat , put it around dat . 
(Put this paper around the bottle . ) 
Yes suh , around de bottle , an ' writ e  de name dis way nine t imes an ' den write 

it back dis way nine times . [After first name is written forwards , turn the 
paper upside down and write second name beneath f irs t .  This is called WPiting 
baakbJards , or forwards and baakbJards ,  or baak and forth.  ] [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(154 7 ) , 2806 : 4 . ] 

8484 . Ah say yo ' could take him an ' write him [ his  name on a p iece of  paper ] 
an ' put ' im in one o f  these black wine bottles ; his name and s ome stee Z dust an '  
some go Zden powder , washing powder . Take an '  throw him [bottled ] in de rivah . 

BLACK WINE BOTTLE - INTO RIVER - WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
WRITTEN NAME - STEEL DUST - GOLDEN POWDER 

(Any kind o f  washing powder 
in black bot tle? ) 
An ' that makes ' im go on a 
drag. 
[BZaak bottZe in New Or-
leans before Prohibition 

and Wor ld War I was always the Fr ench dark-green-glass wine bottle . These bot
tles , become scarce after Prohibition , introduced the dark bot tle , usually a 
brown beer bottle . Though informant does not name the golden washing powder , I 
am sure the formerly well-known Go Zd Dust TWins was meant . ]  [New Orleans , La . , 
(805) , 1131 : 9 . ] 

8485 . Wel l ,  dey 
evah whut dey wanta 

says dat dey kin git chure blood an ' write chure name , an ' 
do tuh yuh , write dat wit yore blood . Say ,  if dey want chew 

BLOOD - WITH YOUR - WRITE VICTIM' S NAME 
AND THE WORK YOU WANTED DONE 

KEEP THIS WRITING IN A SECRET PLACE 

tuh go crazy,  say yo ' ll go crazy ; an ' 
if dey want chew tuh leave town , yo ' ll 
leave town . If dey want chew tuh s tay 
right dere wit dem - evah whut dey want 
chew tub do , why dey write  dat aftah 

dey writ e  chure name an ' yo ' ll stay right dere ; but chew gotta take dat , aftah 
yo ' write it , an '  put it in a secret place where cain ' t nobody put dere hands on 
it but chew . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1009) , 1633 : 4 . ] 

8486 . Well , it ' s  - a woman kin take s ome of  ' er blood an ' take dis man ' s 
name ; yo ' know , write his name [with her blood ] on a p iece o f  papah . An ' tie 

BLOOD - MENSTRUAL - WOMAN WRITES MAN ' S NAME ON PAPER 
TIES IT - SEWS PACKAGE INTO ANYTHING THAT WILL HIDE IT 

dis up in dis  piece of  
papah an '  tie a s trand 
of thread around it . 
An ' yo ' kin sew it up 

in a mattress , or j is '  s ew it up in anything an ' let it [ stay ]  dere . Well , he 
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will p ine away dat way . He will die . 
(Yes? He will die ? )  
Yes , sir , he will die . 
(Just take her ordinary blood or her period blood? ) 
Dat ' s right , her period b lood . [Norfolk , Va . , (476) , 492 : 14 . ] 
8487 . Dey will take a brand-new ink pen an ' p ick dis f ingah [ demonstrates ] . 
(That ' s the ring finger , next to the little finger on the left hand . All 

right . ) 
Uh-huh , on de left hand , nex ' tuh yore heart . An ' prick dat fingah an ' git 

de blood outa dat fingah , an ' write de name on a p iece of clean [new] papah , an ' 

NEW PEN - PRICK RING FINGER - WRITE NAME IN BLOOD 
NEW PAPER - BURY EAST CORNER [ S IDE) OF HOUSE - WISH 

bury it tuh [ in] de east 
cornah of de house , j is , . 

facin '  lak dat [ demon
strat es ] east cornah ovah 

dere . An '  make yore wish . I f yo ' had a gurl fren ' or somebody wus in New York 
or some place an ' make dat an '  bury dat s tuf f , an ' she ' ll come regardless . 

(That brings her back to you . ) [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1038) , 1684 : 9 . ]  
8488 . Yo ' take dat b lood out of  yore le ft [ demons trates ] . 
(The middle finger o f  the left hand . ) 
Dat ' s  right , an ' yo ' write a person ' s name an ' 

dat . Yo ' write yore name ' cross  dat an '  dey will 
den yo ' write yore name ' cross 
come tuh yuh . 

MIDDLE FINGER OF LEFT HAND - BLOOD FROM - WRITE 
HI S NAME - YOUR NAME ACROSS - BURY 9 HOURS LATER 

BLOOD - 9 DROP S - FROM MIDDLE FINGER OF LEFT HAND 
GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM HEAD OF MAN ' S GRAVE - HER NAME 
THESE 3 INGREDIENTS . TIE IN HANDKERCHIEF 
AIRTIGHT IN [WIDEMOUTH] BOTTLE - BURY 9 DAYS UNDER 
LEFT CORNER [ SIDE ]  OF HOUSE - SHE WILL RETURN 

(What do you do after you 
write tho se names ? ) 
Yo ' b ury it de ninth hour 
af tah yo ' do dat . 
(In the ninth hour you bury 
this paper . )  [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1206) , 2 039 : 2 . ] 
8489 . Yo ' kin take f ingah
nails from yore f ingahs , 
p ick ' em an '  yo ' put ' em in 
some graveyard dirt . [Fin
gernails are now forgo tten . ]  
Pick undah dis fingahnail , 
dis fingah heah . 
(The middle finger on · the 
left hand , and get some 
b lood you say . )  
Until it bleeds , an ' drop 

it in dis . Drop nine drops in dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef wit dis graveyard dirt in it . 
Den yo ' take i t , lak dis heah , tie it up , an ' yo '  put it in a bottle airtight an ' 
whoevah it  is , her name in i t . 

(Put the name on a piece of paper . )  
Dere yo ' are ,  on a piece o f  papah . D en when yo ' stop dis bottle airtight , an ' 

then in nine [ days ) evahwhere [ anywhere ] she ar e ,  she ' ll be ' way [ leave ] from 
dere . 

(Where do you keep that bot tle during the nine days ? )  
In de nine days , yo ' bury i t  undah de lef t cornah o f  yore house .  
(When you get this graveyard dirt , you put it in a l ittle saucer or something 

and put the blood in i� ? )  
In a little vial . 
(In a little b ot tle . ) 
An ' y o '  got drop dis b lood - nine drop s o f  blood in it out f rom undah his 
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fingah . 
(The middle finger o f  the left hand . ) 
Dat ' s right . 
(Do you get this graveyard dirt any special way , or j ust go out there and pick 

it up ? )  
Go to de haid o f  a man ' s  grave - s ee , an ' put i t  in dis vial . [ Fayetteville , 

N .  Car . , (1407) , 2527 : 21 . ] 
849 0 .  Ah heard dat , an ' 

an '  git  de folkses name who 
ah heard dat de way dey do , is tuh go ovah tuh dem 
are runnin' dis bQsiness . An '  dey will write dere 

BOSS NAME - WRITE - PUT WHERE HE WALKS OVER IT - JOB 
name on a p iece  of papah . 
An '  say yo ' will go back 
an ' stick it undah where 

dey have tuh come along [ and walk over it ] .  
j ob dere . [Waycross , Ga . , (1114) , 1787 : 2 . ]  

Dat whut dey tell yo ' would git a 

849 1 .  Now dey kin write a piece o f  de bossman ' s name befo ' yo ' gittin ' tuh 
him, read it  three time s  an ' call ' is name three times , when yo ' git dere . Why 
he mo ' den apt tuh give yo ' a j ob an ' raise yore wages . 

BOS SMAN ' S NAME WRITE - READ 3 TIMES - CALL 3 TIMES 
(What do you write? ) 

J i s ' wr ite his name an ' 
call it three times befo ' 

yo ' git dere . An '  aftah yo ' git dere , why he put chew tuh work or raise yore 
wages [ if you already have a j ob . ] [Waycr o s s , Ga . , (1145) , 1869 : 9 . ] 

CINNAMON - SUGAR - NAME OF BOSS - IN BOTH SHOES 
84 92 . Put cinnamon an ' sugah 
an ' yo ' weah it in both o f  
yore shoes . Now if yo ' know 

dere name , yo ' kin take dere name an '  put it in dere , an ' whenevah yo ' git tuh 
' em dey ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  [Algiers , La . ,  (1597) , 3003 : 15 . ] 

849 3 .  Takin ' dat parchment papah an ' puttin '  de b o s s  name an ' wearin ' it  in 
de left shoe wit his name on top - wearin ' it in de left shoe . Aftah takin' it , 

PARCHMENT PAPER - NAME OF BOS S  ON 
WITH CONTROLLING POWDER - IN LEFT SHOE 

take a p owder - can ' t commit de name 
but it ' s  a high-class powder • • • • Takin ' 
dat powder an '  po ' it in dat parchment 
papah an ' foldin ' dat parchment pap ah 

wit de boss ' name at de bottom an ' yores at de top an ' wearin ' it in de shoes , 
an '  yo ' kin b e  standin '  there in de audience wit 5 0  mens , an ' by some reason , 
he will come an ' pick yo ' out an ' give yo ' de first preference .  

(Is i t  some sort o f  a love powder o r  smelling powder? ) 
I t ' s  a contro l lin ' powder. [New Orleans , La . , (1560) , 2855 : 4 . ] 
8494 . I t ' s  a thing dat choo call a John de Conkah root an ' yo ' see , while dat 

chew talk tuh de boss , j is '  as ah tole yo ' befo ' ' bout dat piece of papah dat yo ' 
write an ' put it in de s tove . Yo ' write de boss name , if yo ' know it , in a 

cros s .  
NAMES OF BOS S  CROSSED - IN ASHPAN - HOT ASHES DROP ON 
WISH BEFORE REACHING BOS S  - CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH THERE 

(Just how do you do that 
now? ) 
Yo ' write 

way an ' den yo ' writ e  his name dis way , an ' den yo '  put dat in de 
s ame as yo ' did - j is '  de same as ah ' sp lain tub yo ' b efo ' , in de 
dat hot coal drop down on it . 

his name dis 
stove j is '  de 
ashpan an '  let 

An' when yo ' go tub him yo ' d have a small piece of  dis John de Conkah root in 
yore mouth ,  an ' yo ' make yore wi shes befo ' yo ' git tub him. An ' yo ' chew dis 
while yore talkin ' tuh him . An '  it supposed tuh bring yo ' a favorable answah . 
Once each day make a cross . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  (915) , 1482 : 11. ] 

849 5 .  I f  yo ' wants tub be on de j ob or anything an '  yo ' want tuh s tand in 
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good wit yuh bos s, yo ' takes 'is name an '  yo ' git some loaf sugah, yo' put i t  
in a bot tle, yo ' wri tes ' is name nine times , writes it  tuh yuh ,  not from yuh . 

WRITE NAME OF BOSS TO YOU 9 TIMES 
CROSS YOUR NAMES OVER HIS 9 TIMES 
FOLD - IN BOTTLE WITH SUGAR AND CINNAMON 
BURY - WEAR HIS NAME IN SHOES TO HOLD JOB 

An '  ah put' s mah name on top of ' is ,  
an' ah folds it tuh me, an' ah puts 
it in dis bot t le. 
(You cross it or what? ) 
Ah puts it ovah his ' n an' ah crosses 
it, too . See, ah write his name 

firs t dis way an' den ah changes it 
forward an ' backward , undahstand . 

(I  see . All right. ) 

an' write it dataway, an' ah switches ag ' in -

See, den ah folds it up an ' ah puts it in dis bottle wit cinnamon an ' sugah, 
an ' ah buries it . An' ah weahs his name in mah shoe an' keeps it dere in mah 
shoe . An' when ah weahs it out , well ah puts ano thah one in dere . See, dat's 
tuh s tay on de j ob. [ New Orleans, La . ,  (822) , 1188:10. ] 

8496. Well, yo' git dat boss - try tuh gi t holt o f  s ome one of de mens dat 
works dere , an' gi t aroun' dem an' ast ' im what de boss name . Well yo' git ' is 

BACK AND FORTH WRITE 9 TIMES - NAME OF BOSS 
WEAR IN SHOE WITH BROWN SUGAR 

name an ' yo' weah dat boss name. 
Yo ' take it an' write it nine times 
goin ' an' comin ' towards yuh , an' 
put it in yuh shoe; but be sure 

dat yo' put some sugah in it. 
(Why brown?) 

An' dat ' s  gotta b e  brown sugah yo' undahs tand. 

I t  j is '  have tuh be brown sugah. 
(All right.) [New Orleans , La . ,  {884), 1457:9.] 
8497. Git ' is name. 
( Get the bo ss ' s  name . ) 
Uh huh. 
(What do you do wi th that?) 

Yo ' write de bos s  name nine times an ' den aftah yo ' write de boss name nine 
times , yo' git chew three lumps of cut loaf sugah - three lumps. 

(Cut loaf sugar.) 
3 LUMPS OF SUGAR - WRITE NAME OF BOS S 9 TIMES 

FOLD LIKE ENVELOPE - ALL INTO NEW SILK HANDKERCHIEF 
WEAR NEAR PRIVATES - BREAK 2 LUMPS OF SUGAR IN HALF 

PUT ONE HALF IN EACH FOUR CORNERS OF YOUR HOUSE 

An' aftah yo ' git dem three 
lumps of cut loaf sugah, 
yo ' takes de boss name of  
de  nine times wri tin ' an ' 
yo ' take it an' fold lak 

dis here - yo ' know , lak a envelope is fold . 
as you would fold a sheet o f  paper to put in 
name an' af tah yo ' fold it  lak dat, yo ' turn 
silk pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef . An' yo ' put it in 
ch'ef an ' yo ' weah it  along in heah . 

(Where? Where do you wear it? ) 
Weah along heah [demonstrates]. 
(Right along there? ) 

Fold it lak dat . [ Fold t he name 
envelope.] An' yo ' take de boss 
around an' yo ' put it in a brand-new 
dat brand-new silk pocket han'ke'-

Yeah. An ' he ' s sure goin ' tuh send fo' yuh tuh come back . 
(I see. Where do you put that sugar? ) 
Yo ' put dat sugah wit it. 
(In those three things? ) 
(ThPee things a 3 lumps of sugar. ]  
Yeah. 
[ I  now for the first t ime reveal the wearing place.] 
(You put it  down near your private?) 
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Uh huh. An ' when dat sugah comin ' [commence], tub meltin', yo' take dat sugah 
out dat ' s comin' tub dissolvin ' , an '  yo ' put it one - yo' know break it. Yo' 
take an' put one lump in dat cornah , one in dat one , o ne in dat , one in dat . 

(You put a half lump in.) 
Each cornah. 
(Of your own house?) 
Each cornah of yore own house - nobody else ' s house, in yore own house .  
(Well, there are three lumps of sugar and you break two o f  them.)  
Yeah, an' put it in each cornah , an' de bo ss , he'll send fo ' yuh . 
(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (797), 1111:4.] 
8498. Ah ' ll tell it ag ' in, see, j is' lak ah say, "Margrit?" An' she say , 

"Ooh!" Covah de bottle , covah de bottle stoppah up. 
(What will that do?) 
Dey done fo' good . Ah think dat's tuh drill 

BOTTLE - NAME AND VOICE CAUGHT IN yuh away. Now, ah'm not pos itive. 
(What is in that bottle?) 

Nuthin but jis ' de voice. An' dey go throw 
dat in runnin ' watah an ' don ' t look back. Tell me yo' ll dreen [drain] away or 
eithah move or go outa dis town. 

(That ' s catching your spirit . ) [See TO CATCH A SPIRIT, p . 24 and many places 
in text , es pecially margin title BLACK WINE BOTTLE in present s ection. ] [Fay
etteville, N. Car . , (?) ,  2515:10.] 

8499. Perhaps s omeone come tub yore house an '  yo '  didn' t want ' em dere any 
mo', yo ' could take a broom ,  make yore wishes , an' call 'im a bad name. An' take 

BROOM - SWEEPING - WISHES - CALL BAD NAME 
yuh a b room an ' sweep 'im out an' he 
won ' t  come b ack any mo'. [This is 
not the ordinary r ite of sweeping 

behind a departing pers on . The departing is pretended and the p ers on ' s name is 
intended or wi shed at least. ] [Memphis, Tenn . , (1542), cylinder number near 

2718:2.] 
SWEEPING PORCH BEFORE SUNRISE - 3 TIMES CALL NAME 8500. Befo ' de sun rise of 

yore porch off  an ' call a pers on ' s name three 
come . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1133) , 1838:4.] 

a mawnin's yo' kin sweep 
times, dat chew wanta see an' dey'll 

8501. Yo ' take an' write his name on dere nine times all de way roun' de 
broom, straight though , not backwards . An' whenevah it time fo' him tub come, 
yo ' sweep in, an ' put dat broom undah de baid an ' he's comin ' .  

AROUND BROOM HANDLE - WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES 
WITH INDELIBLE PENCIL - WHEN ABOUT TIME FOR MAN 
TO COME HOME - SWEEP INTO HOUSE - BROOM UNDER BED 

(You just write it on the 
broom handle you mean?) 
On de broom handle wit pen
cil . All dat ah tole yo ' 
should be wrote wit indeli

bin , de bad an ' de good. [New Orleans, La . , (1568), 2879:2.] 

BURNING NAME 

BURNING - ANYTHING TO BRING BACK A MAN 
REPEAT HI S NAME, SAYING 

"WELL JOHNNY, LET JOHNNY COME BACK" 

8502. Write name on piece of  paper . 
While burning paper say: I want him to 
leave here and never come back no more. 
[Washington, D.C., (?) , 824:3.] 
8503. [For burning, see aLso long mar
gin t itle LAMP.] 
If yo' wanta git somebody back tuh yo' 
or somepin, well yo ' would - if yo' were 

us in ' somepin lak yo ' were gain' tub burn somepin tub bring dem back .  Well, yo' 
would repeat dere name . Yo' repeat dere name, say, "Well, Johnny , let Johnny 
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come back. " Well, fo' so many times whilst chew were burnin' yore - whut dey use 
tuh bring ' em back yo ' see. [Waycross, Ga., (1116), 1790:11.] 

8504. Git me some white stationery paper wit hout a line on it. Dat why ah 
say white. An' ah kin write chore name on it. See ah could write chore name on 

WRITE NAME - ON UNRULED WHITE STATIONERY PAPER 
SLOWLY BURN EACH MORNING AS SUN RISES - SMOTHER OUT 

LEAVING ENOUGH TO BURN FOR 9 DAYS 

it an ' slowly burn it each 
mawnin' as de sun rises. 
Zhoo know, j is ' a li' le 
fo' de sun rises, start it 
tub burnin' an' jis' smoth-

ah it out. Jis ' burn a li' le fo ' each mawnin ' fo' 9 days, dat choo would heah 
[hear] from dem. Dey comin' if dey have tub walk an' hoboin', anything else. 
Yo' kin bring 'em right back here if dey gone. [Memphis , Tenn., (962), 1554:1.] 

HUSBAND WRITES WIFE' S NAME 9 TIMES BENEATH 
HER BOY FRIEND' S NAME 9 TIMES - BURNS 9 DAYS WITH 

ALOES - SULPHUR - SALTPETER - WHILE CUSSING THEM 

8505. If yo ' had a wife an' 
she was doin' somepin an' yo' 
wanted to br eak her from it -
don ' t chew know, goin ' out 
wit other mens or somepin 

like dat, an' yo ' caught her an' didn't want her to do dat. Yo' would take dat -
s ulphur an' aloes an' saltpeter an' mash it up an' yo' would put it together an' 
git chew a piece of papah an' write her name an' dat party ' s  name down nine times. 

(You mean you write this man's name down nine times. What do you do with her 
name then? ) 

Put it down underneath it ni ne times. 
(You write both of them nine times each.) 
An' burn it fo' nine days. 
(Burn what?) 
Fix dat ovah fo' nine days . 
(Well what do you do with those ingredients you mentioned?) 
Yo' take dat stuff an' put it in dat writing. Yo' put de sulphur an ' de aloes 

[and saltpeter] in dat writing , see; an ' den yo' set it afire an' burn it. An ' 
while yo' burn it yo ' cuss it, say, "Ah wish yo' would break this [whosoevah it 
is , yo' know] up." An '  j es ' cuss it, j es ' everythin' bad yo' wanta say to it. 
Dat will break them up . [Mobile, Ala . , (704) , 967 : 13.] 

8506. If you want to bring a person back, like 
CATFISH NAMED PERSON AND BURIED a lady friend or gentleman friend ,  you get a 

it. And when he soon rot 
and bury it, put his name 
(804), 1130: 11.] 

cat fish and you take that catfish and you bury 
away, he finally will come back. Just take the fish 
in it - in the fish, that ' s all. [New Orleans, La. , 

8507. Well dey use 
kinda shaped lak a ink 

a catfish bone. It's one dose li'le fo ' ked bones an ' it ' s  
pen. Yo' seen some fish bones dat's kinda shaped lak dat . 

CATFISH BONE - DIP INTO I NK  - WRITE NAME 
FOLD TO YOU - WEAR IN HAT 

(When you get this bone out of the 
catfish, what do you do with that 
then? ) 
Yo' dip it in ink an ' write chure name 

wit dat cat fish bone, an' fole dat papah tuhwards yo' lak dat. An' yo' st ick it 
down in de fo' k of dat bone, an' yo ' place it wit a string aroun' [demonstrates ] .  

(I will write your name with this fishbone on a piece of paper, and j ust keep 
folding it to me. Then, what do I do with that paper then?) 

Well, yo' weah dat in yo ' hat. Dat ' s tuh draw dem. 
(Do you use ordinary ink in that pen?) 
Yes. [Little Rock, Ark. , (896) , 1466:18.] 
8508. Why , if it's a person dat chew want 'em tub drift or jes' don ' want ' em  
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tuh stay heah in town. All right, 
see margin title later] an ' git de 

yo' take a coconut an' open de eyes [for eyes 
watah out of it, an' write dos e  people name. 

COCONUT RITES AND NAMES 
(1) BACKWARDS - NAME WRITTEN - IN COCONUT - RIVER 

An' yo ' don ' write it 
right [ forwards] always 
backwards; see , about nine 
or ten times, see. An '  

den put it in dat coconut an' throw in de rivah an' 
s tay . [Algiers, La., (1575), 2899:10.] 

den dey'll drift . Dey cain ' t 

8509. Dey take dat an' dey put it in a coconut . 
(This bath water?) 
Dis bath watah. 
(What else do they do?) 
An' dey write yure name nine 

piece of papah, an' put it in a 
times each way [ forwards and backwards] on a 
coconut an' chuck it in de rivah. An' dey call 

(2) BATH WATER - NAME WRITE 9 TIMES BACK AND FORTH 
PUT IN COCONUT - AT RIVER CALL DIRTY NAME 

TELLING IT TO GO - THROW INTO RIVER 

it a dirty name, what
evah dey wanta call it , 
an' tell it tuh go. 
Well, dat floats yuh on 
away, dat co conut . Long 

as d a t  coconut go, it keeps yuh on de go. 
8510. (What about gunpowder?) 

[New Orleans, La . ,  (845), 1289:6.] 

Well, yo' take gunpowdah an ' yo' take Red Seal Lye. Yo' take gunpowdah, yo ' 
take Epsom salt , an' yo' take de individual name. Yo ' put it down in a coconut · 

an' yo' bury dat coconut, an' 
(3) BURY - COCONUT - NAME - 3 INGREDIENTS yo'll keep dat party as crazy 

EPSOM SALT - GUNPOWDER - RED SEAL LYE as crazy kin be . See , dat gun-
powdah is de ambition, dat red 

peppah [Red SeaZ Lye] is hot, an' dat Epsom salt jis' keep - dat Epsom salt keep 
' em from havin' anythin' . Evahthin' dey git s lip away from ' em, yo' see .  Keep 
' em wit a rovin' mind. 

(A roving?) 
A rovin' mind , yeah. Yo ' know, jis' ambition, fightin' an' • • • •  [New Orleans, 

La., (879), 1448:6.] 
8511. (What do you do with that graveyard dus t ? )  
Well, yo' take gr aveyard dust an' put i t  wit - tuh break up a woman an' a man. 
[Long pause by informant. ] 
(How would they handle that? How would they use that?) 

Well, dey take de graveyard dust an' steeZ dust an' guinea seeds an' war wa
tah , an' put it intuh a coconut , yo' see , an' red peppah, cayenne peppah, Epsom 
salts an ' bittah apple an' bury it. An '  yo ' see, dat cuz a 'sturbance. Den dey 

(4) HIS AND HER NAMES EACH 9 TIMES IN COCONUT 
WITH BITTER APPLE - CAYENNE PEPPER - EPSOM 
SALT - GRAVEYARD DIRT - GUINEA SEEDS - RED 
PEPPER [POD? ] -STEEL DUST - WAR WATER- ALL 
INGREDIENTS CAUS ING A DISTURBANCE - BURY NUT 

writes de man 's name an ' 
de woman's name nine times 
an' dat break ' em up, cuz 
dem tuh make terrible 
' sturbance . An ' dat cuz 
d em  tuh break up, see . 
(Where do they bury this?) 

Well, dey bury it undah de 
porch - bury it in de 

ground , bury it in de ground. [For preceding guinea seedS, see long margin title 
GUINEA SEEDS • • •  GRAINS OF PARADISE, p.570f. Red pepper in present margin title 
could be a repetition for preceding cayenne pepper, but more likely it means a 
piece of hot red-pepper pod. The preceding bitter appZe - also c alled bitter 
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cucumbeP and bitteP gourd- is the colocynth (Citrullis colocynthis), a Medi
terranean and African vine related to the watermelon.] [New Orleans, La., (830), 
1232:5. ] 

8512. Take nine needles an' nine nails, an' also nine pins, an' a coconut 
wit a eggshell . 

(An eggshel l? )  
A eggshell , an' dis quicksilvah papah. 
(Quicksilver paper?) 

Quicksilvah. 
(You mean the paper they put around tobacco?) 
[I am referring to tin foil.] 
Yes, sir. Yo' take a indelible pencil an' writ e  someone name on it nine times 

across . 
(Over that silver paper? ) 
Yes. An' yo' write it nine times across dis way [demonstrates]. 
(You mean cross them like that, like an "X"?) 
Yeah, an' den yo' cross dat again. See, jis' keep it all covahed up. Yo' are 

writing dere name backwards doh [though] . Yo' don't write it, yo' know, lak it 

(5) CROSSED NAMES - 9 TIMES BACKWARDS - INDELIBLE 
PENCIL - COCONUT MILK - QUICKSILVER PAPER 
9 NEEDLES - 9 NAILS - 9 PINS - EGGSHELL 
TAKE COCONUT TO MIDSTREAM - THROW UPSTREAM 

should be, but yo' write 
it backwards. See, lak if 
yure name is WELLS, well 
yo' start wit dat SLLEW 
an' go right on lak dat. 
Write it fo' nine times, 

j is' lak dat, each way, backwards an' forwards, same way. Den, yo' take an' jis' 
put it inside of de coconut - take dis inside of de coconut an' take it tuh a 
midstream , an' throw it upstream, but it must be flowin' down, lak a drift [cur
rent], see. Yo' take dis coconut an ' throw it out [into the stream] an ' when dis 
coconut go down, dis person whatevah yo' wish tuh dri ft , dey'll come t uh dey 
can't be satisfied nowhere neah. If dey have no place, dey' ll set out. D ey 
know dat yo' live in dere, an' dey' ll come in an' dey won't see no peace at home. 
Dey are always on de go. Dat ' s if dey stay dere. Finally, dey' ll git so dat 
dey can't stay in de house. D ey'll pack up whut dey got an' if de things dat dey 
have is too much trouble fo' 'em, dey' ll take an' pro ' bly sell it an' jis ' go on 
adriftin ' . Yo ' pro ' bly may nevah see 'em no mo'. 

(What do you do with that eggshell and that stuff? ) 
De eggshell , dat goes intuh de coconut. 
(Oh, that goes into the coconut. )  
Egg, [coconut] milk, de quicksilvah, evahthing inside of dis coconut . An' yo' 

put it in dere an' yo' throw it ovahbo'd. 
(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (820) , 1184:1.] 
8513. Open it [coconut], yo' know, tub get de juice out of it. An' dey can 

put yuh name in dere an' stop it up an' throw it in runnin' watah . Dat'll keep 

(6) DRAIN COCONUT - NAME IN - RUNNING WATER 
yo' runnin' all de time. Dat 's 
coconut. [New Orleans, La ., 
(851) 1 1320:1.] 

8514 . (What are you going to do when you get the coconut?) 
Whut chew goin' do wit de coconut? Yo ' goin' empty de watah [milk or j uice] 

out de coconut, dry it out good. See, don ' leave no watah in dere, let it drain 
good. An '  den put jis' a li'le steel dUst an' a piece of lodestone, an' yo' 
write dat name nine times. Write his name nine times. Take dat spool of thread , 
IID.8 black, an' wrap dat comin' tuh yuh [saying] "Ah want chew tuh stay heah. Yo' 
.ust stay an' yo' gotta stay . Ah want chew heah." 
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Yo' put dat intuh d at coconut an' yo' 
stoppah o ff, an' shet dat up an' bury it 

take a li' le stoppah an' yo'  cut de 
undah de steps. See. 

(Is there any special way 

(7) DRAIN - COCONUT - DRY OUT - PUT LODESTONE IN 
STEEL DUST - HIS NAME 9 TIMES - WRAP COMING 
TO YOU WITH BLACK THREAD, SAYING: 

you must bury it under the 
steps?) 
No , yo' jis' • • • •  Yo' see, 
yo' have tuh bury it up lak 

AH WANT CHEW TUH STAY HEAH 
YO' MUST STAY AN' YO' GOTTA STAY 
AH WANT CHEW HEAH 

dat [ demonstrates]. Yo' 
bury it up lak dat, but de 
coconut is in de ground. 
See. Now ah did dat. 

Well, dat brings ' is mind, makes ' im stay dere, 
evah since. [ Algiers, La., (1601), 3023:2.] 

(What will that do then?) 
an' him an' her been tuhgethah 

8515. Dey use coconuts fo' diff'ren things. Yo' kin kill a person wit a 
coconut an' yo' kin kill ' em wit a lemon. 

(Well, how would you kill them?) 
Wit de coconut? Well, say fo' instance, if somebody is got a grudge ' ginst 

yo' an' dey don' lak yo' , an' dey wants tuh git  up tuh yo ' an' put chew tuh 

(8) EYES OF COCONUT - NAME - INDELIBLE PENCIL 
IN COCONUT - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

death. Dey gits de coconut 
an' take one of  de eyes out 
of it, an' write chure name 
in dere wit a indelibin [ in

delible] pencil. [ The name is written on a piece of paper, which is inserted 
through eye haZe into coconut and corked up.] Shet it up right tight [ clo se 
opened eye ] an' throw it in driftin '  watah an' let hit go. Well, when dat in
delibin pencil [written name] commence tuh meltin' away [because of the coconut 
mi Zk or juice] yo' begin tuh takin' a pain heah [demonstrates] see. 

(Up in the head.) 
Yassuh. Begin tuh take a pain in yore haid an' when de last lettah' s [ last 

letter o f  name is] gone, yo' gone. 
De same way wit a lemon, de same thing wit a lemon. A lemon will knock yo' 

out mo' quickah, kill yo' mo' quickah. 
(Why is that?) 
Well, it' s de aaik [ acid] in it. See, de aaik in it. [ New Orleans, La., 

(1566) , 2868:2.] 
8516. In a she aoaonut - yo' know de she aoaonut?  
(What is a she aoaonut ? )  
A she aoaonut got two eyes.  
(All right.) 
Yo' take jis' one of dem eyes an' push it out 

juice] out. An '  yo' put someone' s name in dere, 

(9) EYES 2 A SHE COCONUT - EYES 3 A HE ONE 
PUNCH OUT 1 SHE EYE - DRAIN COCONUT 
PERSON' S NAME IN - STOP UP EY E-HOLE 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER 
SENDS PERSON AWAY - BUT TO BRING BACK 
PUNCH OUT 1 HE EYE NOT HAVING WHITE SPOT 
DRAIN - INSERT NAME - STOP UP EYE-HOLE 
THROW COCONUT OVER SHOULDER TOWARDS HOUSE 

an' drain dat mi Zk [ coconut 
if yo' wanta drive dem away from 

yuh, an' throw it ovah yuh 
left shouldah [ into running 
water]. An '  it' s goin' tuh 
drift, an' wherevah it drift 
dey gotta go. 
(Can you bring them back with 
a coconut?) 
Yes, if yo' wanta bring ' em 
back, yo' gotta git dis he 
aoaonut . De he aoaonut has 

got three eyes . Yo' push one eye out but yo' gotta be sure dat de right eye yo' 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3507 

pushin' out doesn't got [does not have] a white spot. An' dat main eye dat's de 
eye yo' push out. An' put a stoppah in dere an' dump dat mi lk out. [The stopper 
is inserted after the mi lk is out.] Now, yo' throw dat disaway, dataway, dat's 
bringin' 'em back, see [demonstrates]. 

(Throw it over your shoulder. Throw it at your house?) 
Yeah, throw it at your house. 
[Throwing an object towards the house, door, etc. is a common rite t o  bring a 

person back.] 
(Over your right shoulder?) 
No. Over yuh right shouldah? Yeah, ovah yuh right. 
(And when you want to bring this man back that's away, you throw it over your 

right shoulder?) 
Throw it ovah yuh right. [New Orleans, La., (884), 1458:2.] 
8517. Whut yo' can do wit the bees [ see ZateP] like yo' gotta man an' he's 

away from yo', yo' git yo' a she coconut . 
(A she coconut? )  
What I mean by a she coconut, a she coconut has got three eyes. A she coconut 

have three eyes, a he one only have two. 
Now, yo' take that coconut an' yo' get those bees, honey bees. Yo' go t o  any

where where yo' can get that black oil off a train an' yo' mix - put that bees, 

(10) EYES 3 A SHE COCONUT - EYES 2 A HE ONE 
GET A SHE ONE - DRAIN - PUT IN - LIVE BEES 
BLACK OIL OFF TRAIN - WRITE PERSON'S NAME 
ALSO IN COCONUT - STOP UP - KEEP IN HOUSE 
ROLL THAT COCONUT EVERY MORNING FROM 
FRONT DOOR TO BACK - CALL HIM BY NAME 
IF YOU WANT HIM TO COME - IF TO•GO - OR 
KEEP AWAY - CURSE HIM - YOU SON OF A BITCH 
GO AND DON' T NEVER COME BACK - THAT' S THAT 

the black oil, and write 
that person's name nine 
times, and put it [all] 
in that coconut. And get 
a stopper and stop it up 
and put it - and put it 
just anywhere in your house. 
And if that person is away, 
he'll come to you. But you 
gotta roll that coconut 
after, you know, you st op 

it up. You can keep it in the house, but every mawnin' yo' gotta git up an' roll 
it from the front door back to the back. Every mawnin'. An '  when yo' roll it, 
if yo' want him to come to yo', yo' call him by his name an' he'll come to  yo'. 
If yo' want him to go from yo', just call him an' curse him: Yo ' son-of-a-bitc h� 
go an' don ' t  neVeP come back. But like that [to send him away] yo' must roll it 
from t he back to the front to keep him going. 

Yo' catch those live bees an' put them in there. Yo' see, t hat 's because they 
fight an' they git s mad an' they is furious, yo' know. Yo' put the bees in there 
vith his name and when they gets in a place where they can't get out, they start s  
fighting. [ I  must have asked about coconut water.] 

No, yo' pour that water out of the coconut. [New Orleans, La., (855), 1350:8.] 
8518. Now when a man and a woman are together and some other party wants them 

completely separated for good, wants to break them up completely, they buy them 
a new cocoanut. And they punch the three eyes out of that cocoanut and leave the 
milk in. And they write those two peoples' names the same as they do when they're 
going to the crossroads ["they'll write the man's name nine times and then they 
write the woman's crossing nine times" - from the same cylinder, 1574:3 somewhere 
in text]. And cross each other and they curse them for everything they can think 
of, and they fold that paper tight and stick it down in the hole of that cocoanut. 
Then they put anything that purges, like Epsom salts, or black draught. And they 
put pepper sauce in there, something very hot - pepper sauce and red peppers. 
ADd they put salt in there and saltpeter. And they write those two persons' 
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names across each other, like this, on three separate pieces of paper, and fill 
the eyes of that cocoa
nut. And then at 12 
o'clock at night they 
go to the river and 
throw it over their 
left shoulder. And if 
that black draught and 
that different stuff in 

(11) EYES 3 PUNCHED OUT OF COCONUT - LEAVE MILK IN 
CROSS MAN'S AND WOMAN ' S NAMES ON 3 PAPERS 
CURSE THEM - FOLD PAPER TIGHT - INTO COCONUT 
WITH EPSOM SALT - BLACK DRAUGHT - P EP PER SAUCE 
RED PEPPERS - SALT - SALTPETER - PLUG EYES 
AT MIDNIGHT - THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO 
RIVER - 2 PERSONS BEGIN TO FIGHT IN 9 DAYS 

that cocoanut begin t o  
work, you know when it  gets stale it ' ll work, those two people begin fussing and 
fighting, and within a period of nine·days they ' re absolutely s eparated . And 
there' s a whole lot in that. [Memphis, Tenn., (973), 1574:5.] 

Those cocoanuts. 
(Different from what you told me? )  
Yes, just a little different. They use gunpowder instead of the salt and 

pepper and stuff like that. That makes people mean and drift and they can ' t 
have any luck at anything at all they do. [This woman is marked exaeZZent pro
fessional. She was from Shreveport, La.] [Memphis, Tenn., (973), 1577:2. The 
first reference for this rite was given in the text.] 

8519. Well, dey take de nine needles, an' aftah takin' de nine needles, write 
de name down nine times, whosomevah fellah it is, or de woman , den write chure 

(12) KICKING - COCONUT FROM FRONT TO BACK DOOR 
9 TIMES - AFTER SEALING INTO IT: NAME OF 
VICTIM 9 TIMES - YOUR NAME ON TOP 9 TIMES 
CINNAMON - SUGAR - URINE - ALL INTO RIVER 

DO NOT FORGET THE 9 NEEDLES 

name down nine times down on 
top of dat. Den aftah dat 
yo ' put de cinnamon an' sugah 
in dere, an' de urinate, into 
de coconut. Den kick it from 
de front do' tuh de back do ' 
nine times, fo' nine t imes . 

Take an' throw it ovah intuh de rivah. Dat guarantee tuh dry 'em up. Stop any 
woman in de worl'. Dry dem up, run 'em stoneZy arazy. 

[The latter expression is usually stone arazy.] 
(Dries up their urine? Kills them?) 
Kills 'em yeah. 
(The person who is killed , you have to take that person ' s urine to put in 

that coconut?) 
Yeah, yo' take 

name nine times. 
(You write his 

of it like that? )  

dat lady ' s  ur ine , de one dat chew wanta fix, an ' write dere 
Den yore name on top of dat nine times. 
or her name nine times that way. Then you write yours on top 

Yeah, all on top of dat nine times. [New Orleans, 
85 20 . Take a coconut an' put a person name in it, 

in de rivah, an' dey go. If yo' don' wanta, yo' don' 

La., (1561), 2857 : 7 . ] 
an' if yo' wanta throw it 
have tuh; yo' could take 

(13)  KICKING COCONUT - SOMETIMES REQUIRES 2 COCONUTS 
TO SEPARATE MAN AND WOMAN - THEIR NAMES IN 
COCONUT THROWN INTO RIVER - NAMES IN SECOND 

COCONUT KEEP HOME - KICK - ROLL - CURSE 

it in yore home an' 
kick it aroun', but 
yo' have tuh have two . 
Yo' take one an' put 
it in de rivah, throw 
it in de Missi'ppi 

Rivah, an' yo ' keep de othah 
two people. 

one. nat's separation, dat's a separation between 

(How do you do that?) 
Yo' see , yo' put de names in each coc onut , yo' see. Yo' undahstan' , jis' lak 
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yo ' wanta separate somebody . See , lak somebody got chure girl fren ' . Well, yo ' 
put one name - yo ' undahstan ' whut ah mean , de pair of  ' em in dere [ coconut ] .  
Den yo ' keep one [ coconut ] at de house . Yo ' take de names an ' put ' em  in de 
coconut . 

(You put this man ' s name and this woman ' s  name in the same coconut?)  
In de same coconut in each one of ' em.  An' yo ' throw one in de  rivah . An' 

yo ' keep one home an ' yo ' keep rowin ' wit it , beatin ' it an ' cursin '  it  an ' goin ' 
on . 

[The preceding to POW (not r0 but rou) , a colloquialism ,  means to as sail 
roughly ; here , as already stated , to kick the coconut about the hous e while also 
verbally abusing it . ]  

(JUST TO BE SURE THAT I KNOW WHAT YOU ARE TAKING ABOUT . Here ' s  the coconut . 
I put his name and her name in there , both names in that one co conut . Here ' s  
another coconut and I put his name and her name in that coconut ? )  

In that coconut . [Algiers , La . , ( 1594 ) , 2 997 : 5 . ] 
8521 .  Coconut - yo ' see , lak yo ' livin ' in a house an ' de landlord wants 

tuh put yuh out , an ' yo ' ain ' t got no j ob ,  yo ' undahstand , an ' yo '  ain ' t able 

(14) LANDLORD' S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
IN COCONUT WITH SUGAR - BURY IN BACK YARD 

tuh pay yure rent . Yo ' take 
dis coconut an ' bore it right 
in dat eye [ for eye see mar
gin t itle ] . Yo ' undahstan ' . 

Put ' is name down in dere in dat coconut , [written] nine times . Yo ' undahstan ' .  
An' put some sugah in dere on dat , white granulated sugah. An ' stop dat coconut 
up good an '  cut dat paper off  [paper used as cork] right , right , yo ' know even 
wit de coconut . An' bury it in yure back yard . Yo ' kin stay dere j is '  as long 
as dat coconut s tay out dere in dat yard . If  it ' s  fifteen yeahs , yo ' kin stay 
right dere , dey ain ' t goin ' tuh worry yuh . Evah time dey ' d  come an ' ast j oo 
' bout yure rent , yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah ain ' t  got nuthin dis time , nex ' week or nex ' 
month . "  An ' he ' ll walk on o ff wit a smile . [New Orleans , La . , (850) , 1315 : 8 . ] 

85 22 . (How do you do that ? )  
Well , yo ' use a coconut to make a person come t o  yo ' .  Yo ' take an ' pluck 

out de eyes , but yo ' don ' t  let that water come out of there. And you take the 

(15 )  PARCHMENT PAPER - NAME - PLUCK OUT EYES 
DO NOT DRAIN - INSERT NAME - SEAL EYES 
WITH CANDLE WAX - ROLL COCONUT FROM DOOR 
BACK INTO HOUSE - TALK TO IT BY NAME 
THAT'LL DRAW 'EM TO YOU 

name and put it upon this 
Venrick [ brand name ? ] parch
ment [paper imitation ]  and 
put it in there , ins ide , and 
you seals it up with the wax 
that drop s from the candle . 
And j us t  roll it . S tart from 

the front door and be rollin ' back inside an ' speak to it j ust like yo ' speakin ' 
to ' em an ' call ' em by their name . That ' ll draw ' em to  you . 

(That will make them come back . ) [New Orleans , La . ,  (822 ) , 1188 : 7 . ] 
85 2 3 .  Yo ' take de name an ' put i t  i n  a coconut . Write d e  name nine times on 

a p iece of parket [parchment ] papah. Dat ' s  white papah . It looks like a linen 
but it ' s  somepin like a ,  of  a kink in it . Yo ' cain ' t tear dat good [difficult 
to tear ] . Yo ' write  de first name nine t imes [ see Later margin title FIRST NAME). 
Yo ' git choo nine needles ,  nine pins , nine new tacks . Yo ' roll dat up in dat dere 
[parchment ] .  Yo ' put it in dere [ the coconut ] .  Git choo a teaspoonful of dis hot 
peppah FROM DE HOODOO DRUG STORE. Yo ' git s ome bittah aloes an ' put in dere [ the 
coconut ] .  Yo ' take yuh a lemon , a lemon dat ' s  neah rotten .  Yo' squeeze it intuh 
it [ the coconut ] .  Den yo ' take dese li ' le o le green hot peppahs . Yo' BURY DAT 
FROM DE HOODOO DRUG STORE. Yo ' put nine of ' em down in dere [the coconut] with 
nine s teel tacks [ new? ] . An ' yo ' git chew a little cork [sureZy new from de hoo-



3510 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

doo drug store ] to fit dat hole [ by punching out an eye of the coconut ] an ' yo ' 

(16) PARCHMENT PAPER - FIRST NAME ON 9 TIMES 
9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS - 9 NEW TACKS - ROLL 
THESE 3 UP IN THE PARCHMENT PAPER - PUT IN 
COCONUT - ADD HOT PEPPER - BITTER ALOES 
JUICE FROM ROTTEN LEMON - GREEN HOT PEPPERS 
FROM HOODOO DRUG STO� - CORK FOR EYE-HOLE 
TAKE FERRY TO MIDDLE OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
DROP COCONUT OVERBOARD - VICTIM WILL DRIFT 

stop it [ coconut] up . An '  
yo ' git in de [Mis sissippi ] 
river on the boat [ ferry I 
used twice a day when I 
collected on the west s ide 
of the river in Algiers -
the west bank] . An' when 
yo ' git midways of de rivah , 
when yo ' tinks [ thinks ] it ' s  
about middleways , yo ' drop 

dat coconut . Well , long as dat coconut will drift an ' won ' t  git broke , why yo ' ll 
drift . But finely [ finally] no doub t  de coconut ' ll git tuh a place where it ' ll 
git j ambed an ' gits broke . Well , den it' ll stop . But long as dat coconut drift 
like dat , yo' ll drift . [New Orleans , La , (802) , 1119:5.] 

8524 . You get a coconut and you open that coconut and you leave that water 
out o f  that coconut . See .  And j us t  like I want you to drift and drag around , 

I ' ll take that coconut and 
(17) ROLL - FIRST DRAIN COCONUT - PUT IN 

VICTIM' S NAME - GRAVEYARD DIRT - STOP UP 
EITHER THROW INTO RIVER TO SEND AWAY OR 
ROLL BACK AND FORTH TO KEEP PERSON 

put your name down in that 
coconut , you see . Then I 
take some dust , graveyard 
dust and put it down in that 
coconut . Then I take that 

coconut and stop it right back up wi th your name in that co conut . And if I 
want you to drift and , drift up and down the river , I walk to the river and 
throw it in there . 

Then , o therword [ in o ther words or otherwise ]  I could take the coconut and 
keep it where I j ust use you , j us t  roll it backwards and forwards , see . And 
I ' ll have you p Lanted [ at home ] and j ust any way what I ' ll want to do with that 
coconut , well you ' ll j ust have to do . [New Orleans , La . , (871) , 1413 : 1 . ] 

85 25 . (Take a coconut ? )  
Yeah. Take that coconut , put their name into 

they will use that cayenne pepper and stuff , and 

(18) ROLL COCONUT SO MANY DAYS ON FLOOR WITH 
WISHES - NAME - RED BEANS - RED PEPPER 

that and some red beans , and 
poke it and his name in the 

hole . Open that , you know , 
the hole , and put them down 
in that , in that coconut, 

roll it . Roll it over the floor so many days 
and stop it up . And then they 

and make their wishes and roll that 
co conut . 

(You say they put red beans in there? ) 
Yeah , red beans down in there . 
(What do they put red beans in there for ? )  
I don ' t know. [New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1206 : 9 . ] 

( 19)  ROLL OR KICK: IF  YOU WANT HIM TO COME 
PUNCH OUT EYE OF COCONUT - INSERT NAME 
STOP UP - ROLL TO YOU - CALL HIS NAME 
3 TIMES - 3 MORNINGS ON FULL MOON 
TO SEND AWAY - KICK COCONUT FROM YOU 

8526 . (With the coconut , how 
do you do that?) 
Well , you t ake this coconut -
get a fresh coconut with the 
water in it and you punch out 
one of them eyes, and you takes 
the name and you push it in 

there . I f  you want ' em to come to you , why you rolls , take and kick it and roll 
it to you , thataway . And you call this person name three times . You do ' s  that 
for three morning on the full of the moon . If you want ' em  to go from you, you 
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put the name in there and you kicks it from you thataway . That ' s  what you use 
the co conut for . [New Orleans, La . , (838) , 1261 : 11 . ] 

8527 . All right , if  yo ' wanta separate a person - ah mean , yo ' undahstan' , 
if yo ' wanta break ' em up , too . Yo ' drain de watah out de coconut . Yo ' know, 

{20 ) BEFORE ROLLING COCONUT TO SEPARATE PERSONS 
DRAIN AND ADD INGREDIENTS: DEVIL WAR WATER = 
DOUBLE-STRENGTH WAR WATER - RATTLESNAKE DUST 
DOUBLE-STRENGTH WAL-WAL POWDER - STRONG-STRONG 
CAYENNE PEPPER RED-HOT FRESH - STRONG-STRONG 
WHITE PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - SALT - SODA - LEMON 
9 STEEL NEEDLES ACROSS WRITTEN NAME - ALSO 
STICK INTO THIS NAME 9 PINS - ROLL COCONUT 
TO YOU - SHAKE - NEVER RAISE IT FROM FLOOR 
WHEN FINISHED - WASH HANDS TO DO GOOD WORK 

dey have a li'le hole 
an ' yo ' git a- li' le 
cork , a perfume [bot
tle ] cork . An' yo ' 
git : devil WaP watah, 
dat same ingrediment , 
chew remembah dat in
grediment , double
strength war watah; 
rattlesnake dust ; 
double-strength wal
wal powdah [used a 

number of  times in text ] ; an ' de strong-strong cayenne peppah . Let it be red
ho t fresh . An' strong- strong whi te peppah . Yo ' know whut dat is , dat [ is ]  
s trong , s trong . An' Epsom salts , cookin ' salt s , soda an ' lemon . Den nine s teel 
needles across dat name . An' yo ' [ also]  stickin ' intuh dere nine pins . An '  yo ' 
put it , an ' yo ' roll it , an ' yo ' shake it , an ' yo ' roll it . Yo ' keep it rollin ' 
an ' y o '  nevah raise it , an ' yo ' j es '  keep it  rollin ' . BUT BE SHURE WHEN YO' GIT 
THROUGH, YO ' KNOW HOW TUH DO WIT CHURE HAN'; DAT CHEW WASH YORE HAN' TUH GIT TUH 
DO YORE GOOD WORKS. [AFTER YOU DO EVIL WORKS LIKE THIS, YOU MUST WASH YOUR HANDS 
BEFORE ATTEMPTING GOOD WORKS.] 

(What do you do with that co conut after you roll it then? ) 
WELL, YO' PUT IT OUTA DE WAY. IF YO' WANTA GIVE IT TO ONE OF YORE CUSTOMERS 

[INFORMANT, WOMAN, PROFESSIONAL WORKER] TO HELP THEM, BUT BE SHURE THAT THEY 
NEVAH KNOW WHUT'S INTO IT . Yo ' see . 

(What will this do ? )  
Aw , it ' ll break ' em up , oh yeah . [New Orleans , 

(21)  DRAIN COCONUT BY PUNCHING OUT ITS 2 EYES 
PUT INSIDE 9 PUMPKIN SEEDS - 9 CORN GRAINS 
MAN'S NAME 9 TIMES - WOMAN'S NAME 9 TIMES 
CROSSING HIS - A CROSS MARK ALSO ON PAPER 
LATTER IS ONE OF HOODOO'S DOUBLE CROSSES 
PILE OF RED PEPPER PUSH OVER NAMES - CURSE 
PUT EVERYTHING IN COCONUT AND STOP 2 HOLES 
ROLL 9 DAYS ABOUT HOUSE - THROW INTO RIVER 
15¢ BEHIND IT - TO SEPARATE MAN AND WOMAN 

a horse eat s , the same kind of  corn the horse eats? 

La., (1570) , 2884 : 6 . ]  
8528 . (Now , you are go ing 
to tell me something else . 
Now, all right . )  
Now , then yo ' kin get yo ' 
a coconut . Yo ' git yo ' nin e  
seeds of  punkin [ pumpkin] . 
{Pumpkin seeds , nine of 
them. ) 
Nine of  ' em .  
(All right . )  
Yo ' get yo ' nine chicken 
corns [kernels of  maize, 
Zea Mays]. 
(Nine what?)  
Chicken corns . 
(Chicken corn , what ' s  that 
for? ) 
Dat ' s  to put in de coconut . 
(Well what is chicken corn? ) 
Dat ' s  what de chicken eat s . 
(You mean the same thing as 
Chicken corn? Ordinary corn 
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like a roas ting ear of corn . All right . )  
Yo ' get that nine pumpkin seeds , nine chicken corn , the man name , but yo ' take 

de water out de coconut . Yo' put de man name nine times an' de woman , if  in case 
yo ' wanta break 'em up . Put it in there . 

(How do you put the woman' s name in there? ) 
Yo' put de woman name crossways , this way [ demons trates ] . 
(Across his name . All right . )  
Across his name . Then yo ' make a cross toward this way [ a  cross  is  added to 

the paper ] .  Then when yo' do that , then in that , then yo' takes this cayenne 
peppah an ' yo ' set it right up in de center [ o f  the paper ]  and yo ' bring it  to 
yo ' .  An '  yo' cuss ' em as yo' putt ing it t o  yuh . An' yo' roll it on dis side an ' 
yo' put on dis, always rolling it to yo ' .  An' then yo' cuss it an' yo' s t ick it 
in there . 

(In this coconut . )  
An '  then yo' take a stopper an '  yo' s top up de two eyes , then yo' take de 

coconut an ' yo' roll it  fo' nine days in yore home . Then yo ' take it an ' yo ' 
goe s  to de rivah . Takes fifteen c ents an' throws in de - de fifteen cents be
hind it [ coconut ] ,  to pay spirit for the work] . An' j ust let i t  go each way or 
de other , an ' let it float anywhere where it ' s  got ta go . An' yo ' ll have him j ust 
agoing from one to de other . He' ll lose his mind or else go to de river . 

(What do you mean by these two eyes? )  
SEE , DE COCONUT GOT TWO EYES WHERE DE WATER DRAINS OUT . 
(All right , on account o f  those two eyes you have two corks in that coconut ?) 
Yes , sir . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (874) , 1434 : 1 . ] 
8529 . Yo ' write de name s even times . After yo ' wri te de names , yo ' bore yo ' 

a hole in a coconut an' pour de water out . An '  take that piece of  paper what 

( 22) 7 TIMES - WRITE NAME - DRAIN COCONUT 
PUT IN NAME - MOVING POWDER - CORK UP 
WITH BACK TO RIVER - SAY GO YOU, NEVER 
HAVE NO GOOD LUCK • • • •  THROW INTO RIVER 

yo' write de name an' stuff it 
in de coconut . Then yo' put de 
s tuff they call moving powder. 
Yo' get that at the [hoodoo ] d 
drug store at X S treet . Yo ' 
sprinkle dat in there . That' s 

when yo' want to put a fellow on a drift. When yo' sprinkle in there an' close 
it [ coconut ] ,  yo' take that an' care [ carry ] it  down to de [Mississippi ] river 
an ' j is '  turn yore back , an' throw in de river like this [ demons trates ]  an' say , 
Damn yo ', yo ' go . Nevah have no good Zuck as Zong as yo ' Zive . Throw it back 
over yore right shoulder . Yo ' never have no good luck as long as yo' live . No 
success or nothing . It' ll put yo ' on a drift. Yo' could be a millionaire , 
you' re gon ' a  be down . [New Orleans , La . ,  (815) , 1153 : 4 . ] 

8530 . I would take a piece of this man ' s  underwear - between de leg , right 
where it is tightes t .  I would take me some Zove powder, oil of clover , and I 

( 23) SHAKE COCONUT 9 MORNINGS - AFTER IT I S  
DRAINED AND INGREDIENTS ARE PUT IN : HIS 
NAME - SHRED OF UNDERWEAR - LOVE POWDER 
OIL OF CLOVER - SEWED IN RED FLANNEL 

would take that and I would 
take a coconut . And I would 
bore a hole in the coconut 
and drain the water out . I 
would sew that powder and stuff 
[ including name , see Zater] in 

a piece of flannel - no, the paper [with the name ] will evaporate - and I put in 
the coconut . S ew it up tight so none o f  the s tuff wouldn ' t  get out and stop that 
coconut up . I would go and I would shake that coconut for nine mornings ,  under
s tand , and that makes your [ his ] mind to come back home . You have that in that 
piece o f  red flannel too , all together , you gotta s ew it , you understand , that 
name of the person you are working on . [New Orleans , La . , (853) , 1345 : 3 . ] 
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8531. Take and punch that hole - punch that hole out o f  that coconut see, 
and let that water out . And then they take some of  their own urine, and your 

(24) TRIANGLE - NAME WRITTEN 3 TIMES TO FORM 
VICTIM ' S NAME BECOMES SYMBOL OF TRINITY 
HIS NAME - HER URINE - IN DRAINED COCONUT 
SHE HANGS IT NEAR BATHTUB OR BED - LOVE 

thing - have you out of your head, run you almo st 
(They put it  in the paper? )  

name and write it on a piece 
of paper - on that same s ide 
and hang it up there, see, 
and roll it small, and put 
that coconut on her bathtub 
or on her bed and stop it up . 
(What will that do? ) 
What ' !! it do ? Most any-

crazy [ about her ] see . 

See, dey write your name j us t  like this, see [ demons trates ] .  
(That way . ) 
Jus t like this , see [ demons trates ] this  way, thataway . 
( In the shape o f  a triangle [name writ-ten 3 times in shape of triangle ] and 

they put that with this urine in the coconut and stop it  up . )  
Yes . [New Orleans , La . , (839), 1263:7. ] 
8532. Use a coconut, put turpentine in dere an ' de party ' s  name, an ' s top it 

up t ight an ' throw it intuh de Mississippi River , when it will float in de watah , 

(25) TURPENTINE REPLACES COCONUT JUICE 

an ' de party will leave 
dere home . Turpentine 
in dere, yes . [New 
Orleans , La . ,  (816), 
1157:6. ] 

(26) UPSIDE DOWN - KEEP DRAINED COCONUT - HOLDING 
HIS AND HER NAMES - EACH 9 TIMES - HERS ON TOP 

8533. Take the name of 
the man and your name, 
and take a coconut and 

it . Take the water out of the coconut and put it 
it ups ide down . That ' s  supposed to hold a man . 

pour the wat er out o f  
[names ] in the coconut and turn 

(You j us t  write your name and his name on a piece of paper ? )  
And put i t  inside the coconut . No [ no t  once but] nine times . His name under

neath and yours on top . [New Orleans , La . ,  (857), 1364:15. ] 

CORNERS 4 OF P IECE OF PAPER - WRITES NAME 
WISHES - SAYS PSALM - TIGHTLY IN BOTTLE OF HONEY 

8534. Woman writes man ' s  name 
on four corners of  piece o f  
paper, makes wish , says P salm , 
puts in bottle of honey , screws 

lid down tight, puts in secret place , man will come back, will be sweeter than 
ever to her . [Washington , D . C . , ( ?) ,  817:4. ] 

8535. Take dat name an ' wri te it fo ' ways on a 
CORNERS 4 OF PIECE OF PAPER piece of papah . Wri te it disaway an ' den write it 
NAME IN EACH - FOLD - BURY dat way . Take it  an ' write it on each cornah of a 

piece of papah, an' yo ' kin take it an ' fold it up 
an '  bury it . Dat ' ll worry ' em,  j is '  worry ' em • • •  

[ I  s topped machine before death and had to include i t . ] 
(Worry them to death?) 
Yessuh .  [Memphis, Tenn . , (953), 1539:11. ] 
8536. Now , if it ' s  a lady yo ' write chure name first an ' den yo' write her 

name undah yore name . An '  den dey ' ll count de lettahs in dat name. An' if yo ' 
got mo ' let tahs in yo re name den she got in hers, why yo ' kin mastah her. An' 
if she got de mos t  let tah , den yo ' gotta use somepin by which tuh ovahpowah her 
name s o  yo ' kin control her . Without yo ' cain' t nevah win 'er. 
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COUNT - LETTERS - IN MAN ' S  AND WOMAN ' S  NAME 
IF HE HAS MORE LETTERS - HE CAN MASTER HER 
IF SHE HAS MORE LETTERS - MAN NEEDS HELP 

CROSSED NAME S - HIS AND HERS WRITTEN 3 TIMES EACH 
KEEP IN ANYTHING HOLDING WATER - SUGAR - CINNAMON 

(Do you know what to get to 
overpower her name ? )  
Ah don ' know whut dey use . 
[Little Rock , Ark . , {900) , 
14 7 3 : 7 . ] 
8537 . Go to this place and 
keep it sweetened down with 
sweetened water and cinnamon 
and sugar . 
(How would you do that ? ) 
Well , you ' d  take and write 

his name three times and write your name three 
(How would you do that?)  

times , see . 

Write your name three times up over his ' n  and write his name three times 
acros s ,  see . And put it  in - fold the paper three t imes to you - and then put 
down into a glass or anything with water , sweetened water and c innamon . And 
that keeps his name , his mind drawing for you all the time .  

(Keeps drawing toward you . I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , (830) , 12 33 : 6 . ] 
8538 . Ah say j es '  lak if  yo ' got a loved one an ' he ' s  gone away . Yo ' know , 

sometimes people be co ' t in '  [ cour t ing ] yo ' know each othah , an ' dey go off  ex

CROSS  MARK - ON GROUND NORTHWEST SIDE OF HOUSE 
STAND IN FACING DIRECTION DEPARTED PERSON IN 
HAND OVER HEART CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 3 TIMES 
IN 3 HOLY NAMES - TELL PERSON TO RETURN - DO THIS 
3 SUCCESS IVE MORNINGS AT 3 O ' CLOCK - BACK IN 9 DAYS 

pectin ' tuh be right back . 
An' dey may g it a j ob or 
somp in , undahs tand an ' 
hold dem a little longer 
den dey wanta . Or some
t imes dey j es '  quit an ' 
j es '  tell yo ' ah ' ll be back 

tomorrow an ' yo ' leave tuh not evah come b ack no mo ' .  Well , yo ' go to de no ' th
west  side of yore house an ' yo ' turn yore face to de direct ion dat dis person is 
at . An' yo'  place yore hands up ovah yore heart an ' yo ' call dis person ' s  name 
three t imes , · In de Name of de Fathah, Name of de Son, an ' Name .of de Ho"ly Ghost ,  
an ' yo ' tell ' em tuh come on t o  yo ' ,  Oh, ye "loved one . An '  in nine days ' time 
dey ' ll be home , will be back to where yo ' want ' em to b e .  Dey say yo ' have to 
do this three mawnin ' s  in success ion at de hour o f  three a ' clock each mawnin ' .  

(Did you say something b efore about a cross mark? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' j es '  make this cross mark . 
(Where ? )  
At d e  no ' thwes t s ide of d e  house ,  an ' yo ' stand , yo ' know , b y  d e  mark or - i t  

don ' make no diffunce [ difference ] j es ' s o  long as yo ' make it  b y  d e  hous e on de 
no ' thwest s ide an ' turn yore face to de direction [ person has gone ] . 

(Do you make that cross mark on the house or on the ground ? ) 
Yo ' make it  on de ground . [Brunswick , Ga . , (12 27 ) , 2085 . ] 
85 39 . They tell me that if  a person will cross two s ticks and then make a 

cros s  mark , and have those s ticks s tanding up cross each other right in that 

CROSS MARK - 2 CROSSED STICKS STANDING IN 
9 PINS - LONGEST END - ENEMY GOES THAT WAY 
HERE AGAIN IS A DOUBLE CROSS [SEE No . 8528 ] 

cross mark , and put nine pins in 
there , in that same mark around 
there , that whichever one that has 
the longes t  end to it , the indi
vidual that you have something 

against , if he has to go that direction [ in the direction of the longest mark] , 
put it  down there and he ' ll cross over i t  for nine days , and then finally his 
mind ' ll get confused and he ' ll wander away from home . [ Elizabeth City , N. Car . , 
(482) , 554 : 5 . ] 
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8540 . They said they make nine marks and cross ' em . 
(How do you mean nine marks and aross 'em? ) 
Jus t make nine straight marks , you know , an ' c ro s s  ' em [ I I I  I I I  I I I  o r  

That makes ten .  The tenth mark , that ' s ten .  
(What is i t  supposed to do ? )  
Well , that will put ' em to traveling , yo ' know . 
(Well , how - where do they make these marks? )  

3515 

L .  + 
+ 

CROS S MARKS 9 
CALL VICTIM' S NAME 

MAKE A WISH Well , yo ' could make ' em with a s tick or anything , yo ' know , 
and make a wish , yo ' know .  Call de person ' s  name an ' make a 

wish , an ' cross those things an ' they say that it ' s  more than ap t to come true . 
Make a evil wish towards ' em. [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (441) , 412 : 7 . ] 

8541 . Git de person an ' write his name . Take de first  let ter capi tal , write 
dat on . Write chure name under it . Bury it at de  doorstep . If dey b e  in dere 

DOOR - POINT HIS NAME TO - IF YOU WANT HIM TO STAY 
IF YOU WANT HIM TO GO - POINT HIS NAME AWAY FROM 
WRITE FIRST CAPITAL OF HIS NAME - YOUR NAME UNDER 
BURY PAPER AT YOUR DOORSTEP AS ALREADY INDICATED 

an ' if yo ' want ' em out , yo ' 
bury it this way if yo ' want 
him out ; if yo ' want ' im to 
s tay , yo ' kin put it this 
way . When yo ' bury it that 
way , in seven days he ' ll b e  

moved i f  he livin ' i n  dere ; i f  yo ' don ' t want 
(If you want him to go , you point his name 

him in there , he ' ll go . 
away from the door ; if you want him 

in there ,  you point his name in at the door? ) 
Yes sir .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1583 : 1 . ] 
854 2 .  I will.  
(All righ t .  ) 
Well , the things that have b een used to do such things as that is take a 

couple o f  things what is called b lues tone , brown sugar , write the name of  a per

EAST TO WEST - LAY UNDER STEPS - NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
WITH BLUESTONE - BROWN SUGAR - RED FLANNEL WRAPPED 

son nine times on a piece 
of paper , wrap that to
gether . If by any chance 
you can hide or bury that 

under the steps of that person , sort of  in a position where it can face with the 
name reading from east to wes t , where the sun rise and go down , place it under 
the step s  of the people and face it from eas t to wes t .  And you then will b e  able 
to take a power over them people by using that in that way . 

(I mean j us t  what kind of power do you want to have over them? ) 
A power , the person not being [ s tationary ] at no certain place , and the per

son not being able to stop as long as you have that s tuff under his s teps that 
they lives in . But wrap it in red flannel . 

(I see . Will that make them move or  it  j ust  gives you the power over them? ) 
Give you the power over them that will keep them on the move . 
(Oh , I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (828) , 1213 : 4 . ] 
854 3 .  Take a chicken egg  and write a person ' s name on it and bury it . Can 

make ' em come your way . Jus t bury it right underneath of your step .  No t flat , 
but turn it  this way [ demons trates ] .  Write the name upon there nine times and 

EGG - NAME ON 9 TIMES 
BURY LITTLE END DOWN 

AT DOORSTEP 

bury it . 
(You mean with the little point down? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Well , how do you mean , you make 'em aome your way ? )  
Well , j ust  like they o f f  s omewhere and you wants ' em 

to come to yo ' .  [New Orleans , La . , (822) , 1188 : 3 . ] 
8544 . An '  de nex ' [ third ] way if ah has someone an ' dey ' s runnin ' wit a woman 

an '  ah Wanta bus t  ' em up , ah go tub de sto ' an ' buy me a dozen o f  aigs , see . An '  
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fuh [ for ] nine days ah ' d  write on dat aig whut ah wanted , j is '  if  ah wanted him 
an ' her tuh quit . Ah ' d write on dat aig an ' ah ' d  throw a aig evah mawnin ' befo ' 
sunrise  fo ' nine days an ' dat busses [ =  busts = burs ts ] ' em up . 

EGGS 9 - ON EACH BEFORE SUNRISE WRITE MES SAGE 
AND THROW AGAINST EAST SIDE OF HOUSE - 9 DAYS 

(Where do you throw that egg? ) 
Throw it up against de wall in 
de eas t s ide of  de house .  
[Twelve eggs are bought , only 

nine are used . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (947 ) , 1526 : 4 . ] 
8545 . Like if I love anybody , I ' d  take his name and write it and put it in a 

fastin ' an ' 
he ' ll come 

glass o f  clear watah . Well ah don ' t  eat anything all day long , j ust 

FAST AND PRAY ALL DAY LONG 
WRITTEN NAME IN GLASS OF WATER 

j us t  prayin ' . P ray to de Lord that 
back tuh me . 
(That ' s  all you have to  do? ) 
That ' s  all I ever heard them doin ' . An '  I ' ve 

known girls that do so an ' I knowed de boy come back. 
(Just his name on this piece o f  paper in a glass o f  water and then you fast 

and pray all day long . [Newport News , Va . ,  (483) , 511 : 4 . ] 
8 546 . (Give me that parab le again now. Tell me the whole thing . )  
Just like I come to see you to your house and your fire hearth got a end o f  

brick loosened somewhere . Well , I take a piece o f  paper and write your name down 
on it unknows t to yo ' ,  an ' I slip your name up under that brick , and they say , 

FIREPLACE - HEARTH - CHIMNEY 
(1)  MAN WRITES HUSBAND' S NAME - PUTS UNDER HEARTH BRICK 

WIFE WILL LEAVE HUSBAND FOR MAN DOING THIS TRICK 
AS COUNTERACTANT HUSBAND MAKES HER WEAR UNDERPIECE 
WRONGSIDE OUT - PARSLEY IN ONE SHOE - GARLIC IN OTHER 

your wife would 
leave you . 
(My wife would 
leave me and go 
with you? ) 
Yes , go away . 
[We must remember 

here , that name is no t enough ; there is also the mental intention for woman to 
leave and come to you . ] 

(Well , is there any way , you can check that ? Cross that up ? )  
Yes , yo ' kin check that ,  cross it up . 
(How would you do that ? )  
Well , the way yo ' do that , yo ' get yo ' some parsley , and yo ' tell her put ' er 

underclo thing wrongside out , after yo ' get de parsley . Yo ' put that parsley in 
de bo ttom part of her shoe an '  put some garlic in de bottom part o f  her [ other ] 
shoe an ' make her wear that . That ' ll check it up . [Wrongside out , parsley and 
garlic are well-known witchcraft deterrents . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , (859) , 1368 : 5 . ] 

8547 . If  a person - j es '  lak if  yo ' don ' t  like them or anything like dat , 
well yo ' write dere name on a piece of  paper an ' yo ' take gunpowder an ' sulphur 

(2)  FIREPLACE - BURN IN - ON PAPER 
NAME - BLUESTONE - GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR 

(3)  TO SEPARATE MAN AND WOMAN 
NAMES IN BACK OF CHIMNEY 

an ' blues tone an '  burn it in de 
fireplace an ' dat will caus e dem 
tuh be in hard luck . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1206) , 2038 : 8 . ] 
8 548 . Ah ' ve heard that if dere ' s  
two people dat chew wanted tuh 
break up , yo ' kin take two names 

an' yo ' give ' em names of each one of  dem two people an ' drive ' em  in de back of 
a chimley [ fireplace ] an ' that will separate ' em .  

( In whose  chimney would you put those two names? ) 
Yores . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1421) , 2560 : 9 . ] 
8549 . A rock , not a brick , but a rock - yo ' kin take a brick too , either one 

of ' em,  so it ' s hard , sompin won ' t bus t to p ieces when one of ' em is throwed in 
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de fire or in de stove , an '  let it s tay in 
won ' t be there many days . Leave my hous e ,  

dere . An' yo ' ll leave my hous e ,  yo '  
love de town , an ' yo ' keep goin ' . 
(That ' s  all you do , j us t  throw that 
rock or brick in the fire? ) 

( 4) ROCK OR BRICK INTO FIRE OR STOVE 
NAME IT PERSON TO LEAVE YOUR HOME 

Jus t put it in de fire an ' name it 
yo ' . 
(Oh ! Name it  you . ) 
Like you� name is - name it yo ' an ' 

put it  in de fire , an ' let it s tay in dere . An ' yo ' ll leave an '  yo ' won ' t  come 
back dere . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 7 7a) , 496 : 5 . ] 

8550 . Dey canno t do anything wit cher last 
FIRS T  NAME ONLY CAN BE HOODOOED name , but [ they can wi th ] cher fus t name . 

LAST NAME SAFE [This may b e  my only example o f  this belief , 
but considering name rites I would say this 

is a legitimate belie f . ] [Wilmington , N.  Car . , (284) , 201 : 5+85 . ]  
855 1 .  Take a fish an ' yo ' write a person ' s  name backwards , de two parties , 

if  it ' s  two , lak yore husban ' is wit a woman . an '  yo ' cain ' t break ' em up , an ' yo ' 

FISH - A PERCH - SPLIT - DRY WITH SALT - PUT 
IN 2 NAMES BACKWARDS - MAN ' S  AND OTHER WOMAN ' S 
CROSSING ONE ANOTHER - LAY BESIDE THEM 2 NAILS 
HEADS OR BACKS AWAY FROM EACH OTHER - SEW UP 
THROW FISH INTO RUNNING WATER - SENDS AWAY 

wants ' em clean away from round 
yo ' . Yo' don ' t  wanta see ' em. 
Den yo ' gits yo ' a fish an ' yo ' 
dry it , but chew dries it into 
a perch fish . Dries hit into 
salt , yo ' know, lak yore mack-
era! - salt ' em down . Now -

but chew have hit open already . Now,  yo ' takes dem nails backwards lak ah told 
yo ' concerning de lemon , an ' put it into dat fish an ' sew dat fish up . An' carry 
' tm  an ' put ' im into runnin ' watah , an '  dat run de two away - dey couldn ' t stay 
dere . Dey have tuh go . 

(The fish is  killed b efore you put it into salt ? )  
Yes . 
(How do you write those names on that ? )  
BACKWARDS. ALL RIGHT, MAH NAME I S  VIOLA DORSEY. DORSEY VIOLA , DAT ' S  BACK

Freddy . Dat cuts across WARDS. Yores [if it ] is Freddy Jones , [write ] Jones 
dere . 

[FPedd,y bisects Jones , the two names forming a cross . ]  
(That cuts aaPoss dePe , cross the names? ) 
Oat ' s  de idea , an ' backwards . Cain ' t be straight fo ' good . [New Orleans , 

La . ,  { 1568) , 2880 : 7.] 
8552. Take a sheet 

[one under the other ) , 
o f  paper , write their name - de person ' s name - five times 
yours five [ under that , one under the other ] , fold it [ to 

5 TIMES HIS NAME - ONE UNDER OTHER - YOURS 
5 TIMES BENEATH - FOLD TO YOU 3 TIMES - IN SHOE 

5 OR 9 TIMES WRITE NAME - TO KEEP HOME 
SHE FOLDS TO HER - WEARS IN RIGHT SHOE 

you ) three times , an ' weah it 
in your right shoe. Cause dat 
pers on to like yo ' .  [New Or
leans , L a . , (789 ) , 1100 : 10 . ] 
8553 . When he leave home , she 
writes his name about five , or 
even nine times is best � and 

she folds it towards her and wears 
(What will that do? ) 

it in her right shoe . 

Well ,  that ' ll keep him home . 
(Oh that keeps him home , I see , brings him back . ) 
Brings him back . 
(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 85 ) , 1090 : 1 . ] 
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8554 . Put de name on a papah , write it this way [ demons trates ] .  Cross it 
to yo ' an ' 
[Memphis ,  

all the way up . Take that papah an '  fold it to yo ' . Always fold it 

FOLD TO YOU - NAME ON PAPER - CROSSED UP 
that will draw ' em back . 
Tenn . , (1529a) , 2734 : 8 . ] 
8555 . A person that yo ' wanta git 

rid of all together , an ' if he ' s  working against chew , an ' yo ' kin git his name , 
yo ' unders tand an ' write it , j est write it j es t  lak yo ' writin ' a lettah , an ' 

wrop it  comin'  tuh yo ' .  That ' s  if  he ' s  against yo ' 
FOLD TO OR AWAY FROM YOU an '  yo ' want him to come to yo ' , wrop it to yo ' ;  an ' 

if  he ' s against yo ' an ' yo ' want him tuh go from yo ' ,  
wrop it from yo ' .  An '  then i f  yo ' kin git to his steps where dey goes in an ' 
out , an ' whate ' er s ide , yo ' s tick de end of  that paper , yo ' understand , dat yo ' 
had his name , dat ' s  de side he ' ll go . An ' he' ll go dere too an '  he keep goin ' 
dere , too . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1024 ) ,  1657 : 3 . ] 

FOLD MAN ' S NAME ON TOP OF WOMAN ' S NAME 
WEAR IN HIS LEFT SHOE TO BRING HER BACK 

855 6 . They write your [a  man ' s ]  name 
up here [ at the top of a piece of paper] 
and hers down here [at  the bottom]  and 
fold your name on top o f  it [ fold man ' s 

name over woman ' s ]  and wear that in your left sho e .  That ' s  in order t o  bring 
[her ] his way . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 220) , 132 : 4+85 . ]  

855 7 . Ah heard dat chew kin take a man ' s name , if  yo ' doesn ' t want him.  · 
Write his name down an ' double it up [ fold it ] twice in a p iece of  papah , an ' 

FOLD NAME TWICE - THROW IN RUNNING WATER 
walk down like there some runnin ' 
watah somewhere ,  yo ' know , roun ' in 
a branch . An '  yo ' take i t  an ' throw 

it  ovah yore left shoulder in this runnin ' watah , an ' yo ' won ' t have no mo ' 
troub le with this man . Whosomevah it is harmin ' yo ' .  

(How do you fold that paper now? ) 
Fold it lak that and fold it lak that  [ demons trates ] .  
(Jus t as though you were almos t folding a letter , in three part s . )  
Yo ' doesn ' t have tuh fold it no mo ' .  [ Florence , s . Car . , ( 1322 ) , 2267 : 3 . ] 
8 558 . Ah heard ' em say dey wri te chure name down on a piece o f  papah an ' den 

dey f old de fo ' corners , s ee .  Dey fold i t  j is '  lak yo ' take a piece o f  papah lak 
this [ demons trates ] , yo ' know , yo ' fold i t  lak this an ' den turn [ it ]  round an ' 

FOLD WRITTEN NAME INTO 4 CORNERS - KEEP FOLDING 
PUT IN BOTTLE - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER OR W . C .  

yo ' fold i t  [ like this ] .  
(You keep folding it in four 
corners ?  Fold ing it in half? ) 
Yeah , lak dat . An '  den j is '  

lak if  yo ' want them tuh leave . See , yo ' want them tuh leave all ways round , 
well yo ' take dat name an ' fold it dat way , an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it  
up  an ' go  to any runnin '  watah O R  DRAP I T  I N  DE LAVATORY ANYWHERE , an ' dey j is '  
git on all away . Dey j is '  cain ' t s tay there . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (940) , 1521 : 11 . ] 

FOLD TO YOU - NAME WRITTEN 3 TIMES 
TO BRING - FOLD FROM YOU - TO SEND 

8 55 9 .  A paper you know and cut it out , if 
him and her was fus sin ' . 
(What would you cut it out of? ) 
Cut it out o f  paper , and if they know the 
name of the person , and if the • • •  

(Well , what else do they do now? ) 
If  they take that paper and roll it , fold 
it to ' em.  
(Fix the paper up . Then what do you do ? )  
Write the person ' s  name once t o  you , but 

you gotta write it  three t ime s  and fold it to you . 
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(What do you do with it then , after you roll it  to  you? Then what do you do? ) 
You kin wear it right in your wais t so they kin come to you . 
(All right , now , suppose you wanted someone away , what would you do? ) 
Fold it from you , i f  you don ' t want to have nuthin - gettin ' them away from 

you. If you don ' t want no connection with ' em ,  fo ld it from you and wear it . 
(And wear it where? )  
Around your waist . 
(Or in the shoe ? )  
Yes . 
(I  see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 55 ) , 1031 : 5 . ]  
8560 . Yo ' wants tuh know o f  any ' vantage of  people don ' t chew? Oh , ah have 

experienced dis mah ownself . Ah ' ve seen people do - dey take a piece of papah , 

NAME WRITTEN 3 TIMES - FOLD TO YOU 
BURN WITH BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER 

see . Well , he ' d  write three name s on dere 
an ' he would take it an ' fold it . Take an ' 
fold de paper to yo ' .  Yes , an ' if he wants 
to make anybody do whut he wants dem to do , 

yo ' know - j es t  lak yo ' wanta take ' vantage of  a woman . Yo ' take her note [ or 
letter ] an ' write three names on dat note . 

(What three names do you write on that paper ? )  
Three o f  one woman ' s names , j est d e  same woman . 
(In other words if her name was Helen , you would say [write ] Helen , Helen , 

Helen. ) 
Helen , Helen , Helen . An ' yo ' d  write it an ' yo ' d  fold it to yo ' . An '  yo ' go 

out an ' yo ' take saltpeter an ' yo ' take bluestone , an ' yo ' would take it an ' 
carry it home an ' burn [ i t ] see .  Dat ' s  to make her do whut chew want her to do . 

(You put saltpeter and blue stone in this piece of  paper when you fold it up , 
or do you burn i t  after the paper has been folded up ? )  

Yo ' fold it up an ' put i t  in an ' burn i t , see . 
[Put it in and fold i t  up and then burn ! ] 
(That is to make her do what you want her to do? ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

(1018) , 1647 : 4 . ] 
8561 . Git his name an ' yo ' write his name an ' yo ' fold it nine times to yo ' ,  

an '  put it up ovah de do ' where he gotta go in an ' out . Dat ' s good . 

IOLD HIS NAME TO YOU 9 TIMES - PUT OVER DOOR 

VRITE NAME ALONG DIAGONAL OF PAPER SQUARE 
POLD SQUARE ALONG NAME MAKING A TRIANGLE 
IOLD TRIANGLE INTO ANOTHER ONE - PUT IN NEW 
SBUFFBOX WITH WHITE LODESTONE - INTO RIVER 

(What will that do? ) 
Well , he ' ll stay at home . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (154 9 ) , 2817 : 3 . ] 
8562 .  Now , j is '  lak yo ' goin ' 
ast me mah name . Yo ' know , aQ 
gotta give yo ' mah right name , 
yo ' see .  Well , yo ' take mah name , 
lak ah says ah ' m  named Mary. Now 

yo '  take dat name - girmne dat pieae papah an ' Zemme show yo ' . 
[I  PAS S MY NUMBERS BOOK TO INFORMANT , WHO BEGINS TO DEMONSTRATE . ]  
(Cut it square ? )  

Yes .  Look , see heah . Yo ' write Mary right ' cross heah , see . 
(Diagonally acro ss that square [ oblong ] piece of  paper [ in my Numbers BOok ] . 

1ben you fold it  in a triangle . Then you fold it in a triangle  again . )  
Yo ' see dat . Yo ' know whut them ten-cent snuffboxes i s .  Well , yo ' don ' want 

a little nickel box , yo ' wants a ten-cent s box , an ' yo '  have me . NOW, YO ' WORKIN' 
10' HE ,  DON ' T  CHEW SEE . WELL , YO ' HAVE ME TUH BRING YO ' DAT OLE SNUFFBOX , YO ' SEE • 

.U., yo ' take this name an ' put �t in that snuffbox , see . Aftah yo ' put this name 
Ia the snuffbox , yo ' says thr ee wo rds , Father, Son an ' Ho ly Ghost. See ! Den yo ' 
� it in de box , put it in dat snuffbox , see . An' when yo ' put it  in that snuff-
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box - now , yo ' know whut white lodes tone is , don ' t yo ' ?  Sprinkle on it . 
[During the Great Depress ion these little boxes , frequently used as snuff

b oxe s , could b e  bought in the Five and Ten Cent S tore . ] 
(Sprinkle some of  that white lodes tone on it ? )  
Yeah , yeah , sprinkle i t  o n  there and shet [ shut ] it up an ' yo ' give i t  to me 

yo ' s ee .  Shet de box .  YO ' GIVE IT TO ME ,  yo ' see , ' CUZ AH ' M DE ONE GIVIN ' YO ' 
TUH DO DE WORK ,  don ' t  chew s ee? An' yo ' carry it on to de rivah or where it ' s  
a runnin ' stream. AH GOTTA CARRY IT MAHSELF , see , ' CUZ YO ' DOIN ' DE WORK FO ' ME .  

(You are my client ? )  
[OR SHOULD I HAVE SAID PATIENT? ] 
Yeah . Throw it in an ' go on back home . An ' in five or six or s even , eight , 

days , dey ' ll [ I ' ll ]  go . 
(Drive them away . You will come to me and say , "I  want to drive Mary away ? " )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(And I would do this ,  and you would throw that into running water . Any 

special way? ) 
Yeah , now listen .  When yo ' throw it in , s ee ,  j is '  lak ah ' d  walk to de rivah , 

ah j is '  throw it in an ' come on b ack home . 
(That s ends Mary away ? )  
She gotta go . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 916) , 1484 : 4 ;  from a POot woman who evidently 

thinks I ' m  a root man. ] 
_ 856 3 .  Dey take yore 

it , an ' picks it  up an ' 
[bare ] footprint , ketch de track wheresomevah yo ' make 
puts it in a can or bottle , eithah one , an ' writes your 

FOOTPRINT OR FOOT TRACK PICK UP - WRITE 
FAMILY NAME FIRST - GIVEN NAME LAST 
9 TIMES - WITH INDELIBLE PENCIL - EACH 
TIME CROS SING NAME WITH FOOTPRINT DIRT 
BOTTLE PAPER AND DIRT - INTO RIVER 

name down in i t  an ' put it in a bot tle , 
an ' throw it anywhere where dey got 
runnin ' watah . 
(How do you write the name ? )  

Yo ' write d e  name - lak whatsomevah 
yore name is , well yo ' write yore fami
ly name first an ' yo ' write chure given 

name las t . See , suppos e  tuh write chure  family name first an ' den write chure 
given name las t .  Yo ' write i t  down nine times , wit a indelib le pencil . An ' yo ' 
cross  it . Every time yo ' write it an ' yo ' put dat dust an ' yo ' cross it , an ' den 
yo ' put it in a bot tle , or in a can , sompin dat chew kin seal up . An ' yo ' throws 
it splash into dat runnin ' watah . 

( Either foot track , it doesn ' t  make any difference? )  
Either foo t track , j es '  so long as dey git de track wheresomevah yo ' put chure 

print , shoes or barefooted , e ithah one . [Algiers ,  La . , (157 7 ) , 2 9 01 : 2 . ] 
8564 . Git de dirt from a per son foot track an ' yo ' could put some stee Z dust 

with , an ' hair from undah yore arms , an ' yo ' could bury it , an ' yo ' could keep a 

FOOT TRACK DIRT - STEEL DUST - ARMPIT HAIR 
FINGERNAIL DIRT - AND WRITE NAME ON WHATEVER 
USED TO MEASURE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF TRACK 
BURY ALL THESE - TO KEEP THE PERSON DOWN 

person down lak that . Either yo ' 
could make ' em  travel . Yo ' could 
take a pers on ' s foot tracks an ' 
yo ' could take de stee Z dust , hair 
from undah yore arms an ' dirt from 
undah yore fingernails . An ' yo ' 

take dis ole [ anything you measure with ]  yo ' know de length that yo ' measure .  
Measure i t  [ foot track ] crossway an ' s traight up an ' down , too . An '  yo ' could 
write de name [ on a p iece of paper or article used for measuring ] an ' bury it 
an' yo ' keep ' em dOwn. An' yo ' could take a piece of their sock with that , yo ' 

FORK OF ROADS - NAME BURIED AT 
understan ' . [Algiers , La . , (1586) , 2965 : 5 . ] 
8565 . They say you go to the forks of the road 
an ' care [ carry ] yore name down to the forks of 
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the road , and p lant [ bury ] it . You [ they ] do that to run you crazy . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 2 20) , 133 : 9+85 . ] 

fORK OF ROAD - BURY NAME WRITTEN 9 TIME S 
8 5 6 6 .  That ' s  where you ' re [ they ' re ]  
supposed t o  bury your name out there 
at the forks o f  the road . 
Well , you [they ]  write your name down 

nine times and put it  in a can and bury it t here , walk away and leave it . Well , 
that ' s  [ to ] make you drif t . [ New Orleans , La . , (814) , 114 6 : 1 . ] 

BEFORE SUNRISE - AT FORK OF ROAD - CALL NAME 
SAYING WHAT' S YOU WANT DONE - WISHING 

NAILS 2 CROSSED AT FORK OF ROAD - SAYING 
3 HOLY N�S AND VICTIM' S NAME 

8567 . If you want to conquer 
someone , go to the forks of a road 
before sunrise , call his name , say 
what you want done , wishing . Wash
ington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 829 : 1 . ]  
8568 . Go back to de fo ' k  of de 
road an '  yo ' kin take a nail , two 
nails an ' cross dose nails , an ' 

bury ' em right at de fo ' k  of  
will harm de person .  

d e  road . An '  de person who wanta harm - an ' dat 

(Do you put anything with those nails or what ? )  
Jes ' go dere an ' put dose two nails cross In de Name of de Fathah an '  de Son 

an '  de Ho ly Ghost. An '  de person whut chew wanta run away , well yo ' could say 
dat [ say or call victim ' s name ] . An '  dat ' ll carry dem. Jes ' cross dem nails 
out dere . 

(You mention the person ' s  name , you say? ) 
Yes sir , name de person name , In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an '  de Holy 

Ghost. 
(That will drive them away . )  [ Florence , s.  Car . , (1308) , 2 212 : 4 . ] 
8569 . Ah had a woman yo ' see an ' ah loved ' er an ' she quit me an ' she went 

off . An' a fellah [doator] tole me dat if ah wanted tuh git ' er b ack yo ' know , 

fORK OF ROAD AT MIDNIGHT - LOOK DOWN FORK SHE 
TOOK OR PERHAPS USED - CALL HER NAME 3 TIMES 

tuh go tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road at 
twelve a ' clock at night an ' look 
in de same d irection she went , or 
which fo ' k  [I thought ] she was , 

yo ' know . An ' call her three t imes in de fo ' k  of dat road at twelve a ' clock at 
night an ' . she would come back . Ah ' ve heard dat much about de fo ' k  of de road . 

(Did you do that ? )  
Yes sir , ah tried i t  an '  she come back all right . Ah don ' t know whuthah da t 

dud [done ] i t  o r  not . [Waycross , Ga . , (1091) , 1158 : 12 . ] 
8570 . [ Forked stick , the let ter "Y" with a long s tem or handle , does not 

appear of ten in general folklore collected in The Uni ted S tates . Here is one 

fORKED STICK - AT FORK OF ROAD - HANG IN VICTIM' S 
BAKE WRITTEN 3 TIMES - PIECE OF UNDERWEAR - BURN 

Greek tau cro s s or the Hebrew tav or taw (= sign 
comment to the "MARCUS BROWN" int erview , p . l290 . 
the road and forked stick two "Y" s ,  or the cross 
cloub"Le-cross in Hoodoo : ]  

example and several more 
will be found s c at tered 
through the text of HoodDo. 
For the forked s t ick , the 

or cross ) ,  see my introduc tory 
Here again we have in fork of 

doubled , or what I call the 

At de forks of the road • • •  if they after hurtin ' you , they go to the forks o f  
the road and they g e t  ' em a forked s tick , you s ee .  And j us t  whoever wants you 
to go , will hang your name in that forked s tick .  See . Get aholt of a piece of  
your underwear and put it  in there in  that forked s t ick , and have your name in 
there , and burn it , and you going that way . 
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(Where do you burn i t ? )  
Burn i t  with fire . 
(Well , where - where ? )  
At de forks o f  d e  road . 
(I  s ee . ) [Vicksburg ,  Mis s . , ( 73 5 ) , 1003 : 4 . ] 
8571 . Fur nins tance [ for  an instance ] yo ' kin take an ' yo ' kin write a pusson 

name frontwards an ' den yo ' kin write it backwards .  An '  den yo ' could take some 
salt an ' put in dat an '  yo ' could keep dat pusson down by put ting it under yo ' 

feet . 
FORWARDS AND BACKWARDS - WRITE NAME - PUT IT 

WITH SALT IN CLOTH AND WEAR IN SHOE 
(What do you mean under your 
feet? ) 
Well , yo ' s ee , j es '  like my name 

David . Yo ' write David Chislow, den yo ' write backwards Chislow David . 
[This is the normal wri t ing backwards and not preceding margin title BACK

WARDS . ] See what yo ' mean . Then yo ' take some s al t  an ' yo ' put in dat , a little 
piece of clo th , an ' yo ' ll fix dem.  Make a little flat piece of cloth an '  lay it 
right in yo ' shoe , an ' then yo ' put on your shoe , an ' yo ' put your foot right on 
that an ' keep me right down . [ Charleston ,  s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 644 : 3 . ] 

8572 . Well , if it ' s  so that yo ' kin r ightly do so , ' tween ' leven-thirty an ' 
twelve a ' clock at nigh t , if it ain ' t no mo ' den he • • •  git dere names on a little 

piece of papah , git chure 

GUN - GUNSHELL - SHOOTING 
( 1) SHOOT NAME OVER HOUSE BETWEEN SUNDOWN 

AND MIDNIGHT TO DRIVE AWAY PERSON WITHIN 

house . Don ' shoo t at de house , j es '  shoot ovah 
leave dere . Dey gotta go . 

Luger . 
(Get their names on this piece 
of  paper , the people you want 
to make move out of that  
hous e? )  
Yes suh , an ' shoot ovah dat 

de house at sundown . Dey ' ll 

[The word Luger, a German revolver , shows this rite does not c oncern a name 
b eing shot from a gun , but a name held on a stick in front o f  a Luger pointed 
over the house . A b lank shell is surely used . A s tmilar rite , a simulated 
shoot ing , will also be found elsewhere in Hoodoo . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359 ) , 

2 39 6 : 3 . ] 
( 2 )  GUNPOWDER - ON NAME WRITTEN ON PAPER 

BURN - REPEAT LORD ' S PRAYER 9 MORNINGS 
8 57 3 .  I f  yo ' wants them t o  come 
there , sign their name on plain 
paper . Then they ' ll put this 

gunpowder in there and light and burn it . 
Lord ' s  prayer 9 mornings . 

That brings ' em back . And repeat de 

(Do you burn that j us t  for one mo rning or for nine mornings? )  
Naw ,  yuh burn i t  fer j us t  one time but j uh have to say de prayers for nine 

mornings .  [Norfolk , Va . , (493) , 4 31 : 5 . ] 
8574 . Well , yo ' j es '  take dat s tuff out o f  a gunshell . Take dat s tuff out 

of  de gunshell to put a person - a person yo ' don ' like - put a person name in 

(3)  SHOOT IN DIRECTION VICTIM LIVES 
HIS NAME IN THE GUNSHELL 

dere . Yo ' stuff it back in dere an ' go 
somewhere an '  yo ' shoot dat s tuff . An ' 
dey tell me , yo ' gotta  shoot in de dir-

dat will drive him away from home . 
Car . , (139 6 ) , 2 513 : 3 . ] 

8575 . Ah heard that you could 
nine mawnin ' s ,  yo ' write his name 

(In the keyhole ? )  

ection dis person live at , an ' dey say 
Dat will run a man too . [ Fayetteville , N .  

put sugar on the s tove nine mawnin ' s an ' after 
on a p iece of paper an ' st ick it  in de keyhole . 
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Yes ,  an ' call ' im.  
(Well , what do you do  with this sugar on the stove ? )  
Burn dat nine mawnin ' s ,  dat ' s  all .  
(Jus t one of his shoes ? )  
No , sugar , SUGAR. 
(Oh , sugar . You burn sugar for nine mornings . And after that you write this 

name on this paper and put i t  in the keyhole . )  
Jes ' write his name over it  an ' fold it  

KEYHOLE - HANG OVER - HIS NAME ON PAPER 
FOLDED TO YOU - AND CALL HIM 

AFTER BURNING SUGAR ON STOVE 9 MORNINGS 

to yo ' ,  an ' hang it right over de key
hole . 
[Don ' t  tell me the man is coming back 
through the keyho le ! His spirit 

rather . The keyhole is the 
(And you call his name ? )  
An '  yo ' call ' is name . 
(Just once? ) 

entrance for wit ches . ] 

Jus t as many times as yo ' wanta . 
(And he will come back . ) 
Yeah . [Newport News , Va . , (481) , 503 : 8 . ] 
8576 . Take yo ' a thread string an ' put chew 

say ,  use a cat an ' a dog , an ' yo ' git some hair 
nine kno ts in it an ' , as ah would 
from de back of dere neck , an ' 

KNOTS 9 IN THREAD - PERSON ' S  NAME - CAT AND DOG HAIR 
BURIED IN BUNDLE AT DOOR - TO KEEP PERSON AWAY 

in dat do ' there . An '  yo ' ll nevah come inside chere . 
wouldn ' t  nevah have no visitors to stop heah. 

j es '  make a bundle of  it , 
yo ' know , altoge ther an ' 
put chew nine kno t s  in de 
thread an ' bury it right 
Yo ' ll always pass by , yo ' 

(That ' s  to keep somebody from coming in or to make them leave the house? ) 
Dat ' s if  yo ' heah , yo ' ll leave heah an ' yo ' won ' t  nevah come back heah ; or 

if  it ' s  anybody yo ' don ' t  want tuh come in heah , yo ' do dat an ' dey won ' t come 
in heah . But yo ' should have dey name , de person name in that . 

(Now you tie the nine knot s  in the thread after you have wrapped it  in this 
bundle ? )  

[ That was not a sensible thing t o  say ,  even though informant ' s  words about the 
knots are ambigious . ]  

Yeah , yo ' t ie nine knots  in de thread an ' put i t  in de bundle wit de hair of  
de  dog an ' de  cat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189 ) , 2007 : 4 . ] 

857 7 .  Yo ' could take a silk s tockin ' dat anybody ' s  used an ' had dey sweat on 
it , an ' go tuh de fo ' k  of  de road at twelve a ' clock at night an ' bury it . Yo ' ll 
take a brand-new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  any kin ' dat a person is got dat sweat on , 

KNOTS 9 - IN NEW S ILK STOCKING OR HANDKERCHIEF 
SWEAT IN EITHER - NAME IN 9 TIMES - BURY 1 2  M 
AT FORK OF ROAD - NEW HANDKERCHIEF WITH OR WITHOUT 
SWEAT - TIE 9 TIMES - NAME ON SEPARATE PIECE OF 
PAPER IN EACH KNOT - GOOD TIE TO YOU - FOR HARM 
AWAY FROM YOU - BURY AT FORK OF ROAD AT 12 M 

an ' yo ' kin put dere name 
down wit it an ' tie it up 
nine times , an ' bury it 
right at de fo ' k  o f  dat 
road at de hours of twelve 
a ' clock at night . 
(What will that do ? )  
Whut dat do? Well , dat ' s  

if yo ' wants tuh do a p erson harm. Yo ' see , dat ' s  whut dere sweat take , any
thing dat have been used . But chew kin git de new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  an '  dey 
don ' have tuh use it , an ' git dere name an ' yo ' kin do ' em harm. 

(You tie that handkerchief nine times . )  
Yo ' tie it  nine times lak dis . Say fo ' ins tance if dis i s  de han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  
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Well , i f  yo '  wanta do anythin ' an ' yo ' wanta do anybody harm , yo ' don ' bring it  
to yo ' ,  yo '  bring it from yo ' .  See , an ' evah time yo ' tie it , lak yo ' take de 
end of de pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' tie it once. Yo ' have dat one piece of 
p apah dere wi t  de names on dere . Yo ' take an ' put anothah p iece ' cross dat an ' 
yo ' t ie it ag ' in ,  unt il yo ' make dem n ine . Git de han ' ke ' ch ' ef big  enough dat 
chew kin make dem nine knots , An '  yo ' buries hit . Nine pieces of papah wi t de 
name on it . 

(The name of the person on each piece of paper  writ ten once . )  
See , until yo ' put nine pieces o f  papah , an ' each piece of papah wi t de kno t .  

An' yo ' bury i t .  [Algiers , La . ,  (157 7 ) , 2901 : 5 . ] 
85 78 . [The lamp ri tes of this margin t itle once belonged to  the New Orleans 

area of influence ; itself and across the Mississippi River in Algiers , Mob ile , 
Vicksburg ,  and Memphis . Whether these beliefs collected more than a generation 

ago are still popular , 
I do not know at the 

LAMP RITES WITH NAMES 
( 1) BACKWARDS - FIRST NAME LAST AND LAST NAME FIRST 

WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - HER NAME OVER HIS 
BACKWARDS 9 TIMES - PUT PAPER IN COAL OIL OF 
LAMP BOWL - LIGHT WICK - BURNING TIME VARIES 

moment - June 12 , 19 74 . 
Fashions in magic and 
witchcraft are cons tant
ly changing . ]  
(What about that ? ) 
Well , that ' s  like - the 
same as that is , but yo ' 

is separated becaus e yo ' got another wife and she [ the firs t  wife or woman ] loves 
yo ' an '  she wants yo ' back .  An ' she write your name [nine times ] - her name nine 
times backwards , an '  yours nine times forwards on top o f  yours [ see later expla
nation ] . Well , yo ' see , then she takes that and she folds it to h er an ' put s it 
in a lamp an ' burns it . That cause zhoo to come back . 

(What will she write first nine time s , her name or his name? ) 
She wr i tes your name first . 
(The man ' s  name f irs t ? ) 
Firs t .  
(Then - the woman writes her name then? ) 
On top of  yours . 
(Which one does she wri te forwards and backwards ? )  
WRITE BOTH OF ' EM BACKWARDS . 
(Both of  them backwards . )  [New Orleans , La . , (791) , 1103 : 3.] 
8579 . I don ' t know about de candles , but ah do know of  people burning lamp s . 

Say ,  now , that chure in New Yo rk , I want you t o  come back . I get me a piece of 

(2) BLOOD FROM FINGER - NAME IN - ON PARCHMENT 
AT 6 IN MORNING OR EVENING - SAY I WANT CHEW 
TO RETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE - ROLL UP PAPER 
PUT IN LAMP BOWL WITH COAL OIL - SET BEHIND 
BED OR IN SECRET PLACE - LIGHT - HE RETURNS 
BEFORE OIL BURNS OUT OR WILL SEND A MESSAGE 

dis paper that yo ' make 
lamp shades with . 
(Parchment , sort of? ) 
Ah get a piece of parch
ment paper and cut it , 
cut a s trip about an inch 
and a half . And I hold 
mah finger right tight 

like that and puncture it , so a drop of  b lood will  c ome out . An '  I take my ink
pen and I write chure name . Either at six a ' clock in de mawnin ' or six ' clock 
at night , I write chure name on dere . An '  [ I ]  says , " I  want chew to return as 
soon as pos sib le , "  an ' I roll that up an ' I st ick it down in de lamp , an ' I set 
dat lamp . 

(Right inside o f  the lamp ? )  
[Paper with name is in the lamp bowl with the coal o il . ] 
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An ' I set that lamp behind de bed , or any place in a secret closet and I burn 
da t lamp . An ' before de oil is burnt out of that lamp , that person returns or 
yo ' will get  some very good message from them. 

(Do you burn that lamp at any particular t ime or anything o f  that sort ? )  
Well , yo ' set it either a t  six o r  twelve , an'  yo ' let it cont inually burn 

until that oil is all gone . 
(It  keep s burning all night long? )  
All night an ' al l day , continually t o  burn , but yo ' keep it in a sec ret place 

yo ' unders tand , because naturally people wanta know what yo ' are doing . An' 
that ' s  always generally kep t a secret . [Mobile , Ala . , (650) , 843 : 4 . ] 

8580 . They tell me t o  take a piece of brown s tuff - yo ' see these brown paper 
bags - j ust likes yo ' want somebody to come back to yo ' . Take an ' write yore 

name coming to you like 
this nine t imes . 

(3)  BROWN PAPER - WRITE NAME ON 9 TIMES - TO YOU 
FOLD TO YOU - PUT IN LAMP - BURN UNTIL HE COMES 
AT SAME TIME - PUT NAME IN BOTTLE WITH GIN 
KEEP LAMP AND BOTTLE HIDDEN - AS OFTEN AS YOU 
THINK OF IT - SAY PLEASE COME BACK TO ME 

(Coming to you like 
this . How do you mean , 
coming to you? You 
mean , writing toward 
me? ) 
Uh huh . 
(Do · you write it toward 
you that way ? )  
Uh huh . Yes . Instead 

of writing from you [ demons trates ] like that , write to you like this . 
(I s ee , so rt of  wri ting backwards . )  
Uh huh . 
(You write i t  nine t imes ? )  
Uh huh . 
(What ' ll that do ? )  

You take and fold that to you , you don ' t fold i t  from you , and you put that 
in a lamp . And you keep that lamp burning with that in it unt il he come back , 
or she . And then you take and do the same thing with a bottle with gin in it . 
You put that gin in a corner and you put s some nutmeg in it and you say , when
ever you think about the party , you say , "Let" - call the name and say , "Please 
come b ack to me . "  Well , I have never tried that . 

(You put this  gin - in the gin bottle with some gin in i t ? )  
And in the lamp too . 
(You put gin in the lamp ? )  
No ! No ! 
(Just the name in the lamp? ) 
Uh huh . 
(But if  you want to , al� you need to do is put it in the gin bottle ? )  
YO ' HAVE TO PUT I T  IN THE GIN BOTTLE AN '  IN DE LAMP TOO . 
(Oh , both those? ) 
Yes ,  sir . An '  yo ' have to keep that lamp where people can ' t get because 

they ' ll be suspicious . 
(Do you put any gin in the bottle ? )  

Yes , sir . Gin and that piece of  paper with d e  name o n  it , j us t  like in de 
lamp . 

(Let it soak in the gin? ) 
Jus t let it s tay in there . An' every time yo ' think about those parties , yo ' 

look at it an ' s ay ,  "Ah , "  j us t  like if  yo ' are near them, say ,  11Please come back 
to me . "  
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(You use both the lamp and the bottle together . )  
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 1 ) , 1104 : 2 . ] 
85 81 .  (How do  you do  that ? )  
Well , yo ' write that down nine t imes on a piece o f  brown paper an ' yo ' fold 

it . Always fold i t  to  yo ' .  Bring it to  yo ' . Make a wish every t ime yo ' fold 

(4)  BROWN PAPER - NAME ON 9 TIMES - FOLD 
TO YOU - WISH ON EACH FOLD - PUT IN 
LAMP AND BURN - IF THIS TOO SLOW - BITE 
OFF BOTTOM OF PINK CANDLE - LIGHT NEW 
WICK - PUT NAMES UNDER CANDLE REVERSED 

it . Wish that . An '  put that 
in a lamp an ' burn it . 
(Jus t burn the light in there? ) 
Burn it , a low light all day . 
Never let it go out . And if 
yo ' see i t  ain ' t workin ' quick 
enough , then yo ' take an ' get 

yo ' a candle . An '  get yo ' a pink candle an ' b ite de [bot tom] end off  it an ' 
light it . An '  put that - lay that [ paper with names ] down under it an ' set that 
[ candle ]  righ t  on top like that . 

(What do you mean bite the end o f f  it ? )  
Jus t take i t  in your teeth and b ite the [bottom] end off , that end what lightL 

Light it from de other end . Then take a knife an ' cut down - make it , light it 
from de b o ttom.  

(I  s ee ,  turn the candle upside down . ) [New Orleans , La . ,  (824) , 1194 : 3 . ] 
8582 . Sho ' , ah kin show yo ' somepin dat make ' em come back.  Yo ' take nuthin 

but a brown papah an ' write her name nine t imes . Wrap it up wit brown sugah , not 

(5) BROWN PAPER - HE WRITES WOMAN ' S NAME 
ON 9 TIMES - HIS NAME ONCE ACROSS  HERS 
WRAPS WITH BROWN SUGAR - PUTS IN LAMP 
BURNS 24 HOURS - SHE RETURNS IN 4 8  HOURS 

dis regular sugah we git . Yo ' 
git de brown undryed [ o ld
fashioned crud e ]  sugah an ' yo ' 
wrap it  up in dat name , af tah 
yo ' write it nine times an ' 
den cross i t  once . Dat ' ll 

make ten .  I f  yo ' got ' lectric [ lamp ] yo ' ll have tuh git a [ coal o il ]  lamp an ' 
put dat name down in dat coal oil . Put i t  down in d ere an ' le t de lamp burn . 
Let it burn fo ' 24 hours an '  in 48 hours she ' ll be back or tryin ' tuh git in 
tech wi t chew . I f  she don ' be  back , she ' ll try tuh git in tech wit chew. Yo ' 
j es '  take her name on dat b rown sugah , bag papah , no t no papah yo ' buy .  Jes ' 
lak yo ' got sompin wit brown papah . Write her name on it nine t ime an ' den write 
yores once ' cross  dere.  Fold it up an ' put it down in de lamp , an ' let dat lamp 
burn 24  hours ; an ' if  she don ' t be b ack in de 24 hours , she ' ll be tryin ' tuh git 
in tech wit chew . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 69) , 2881 : 2 . ] 

858 3 .  [Before turning on my recording machine I had evidently asked how a 
murderer could be brought back to the scent of  the crime . Informant , unab le to  

( 6 )  CARBON PAPER - CALLED BLACK PAPER BY INFORMANT 
SHE WRITES HIS NAME ON INDELICON [ INDELIBLE ] 
SIDE OF PAPER - 9 TIMES - BURNS IN HER LAMP 
9 DAYS - REPLENISH OIL IF NECES SARY - BURN 
LAMP CONTINUOUSLY - HE WILL RETURN - IN 9 DAYS 

answer my ques tion d i
rectly , gave me a new 
version o f  the lamp rite , 
which mus t have started : 
There are ways to bring 
a man back : ]  but de law 
don ' t prefer that kind o f  

way o f  get t ing a man . They put out a man-hunt at him.  But like if his wife want 
him back , well all she would have to  do i s  write his name on a b lack piece of 
paper , and put it  under her lamp and burn that lamp for nine days . And each day 
that lamp is burning , if she burns that lamp twenty-four hours , when the oil goes 
out in that lamp , she put s more in i t . And ins ide of nine days t ime he is go ing 
to come creep ing around that house where she is , because that lamp and that nine 
writ ings on that paper , that brings him back to her . And then the law gets  him , 
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i f  he has killed s omebody . Write his  name nine times on a black piece of paper , 
like yo ' take some o f  those form sheets of paper , yo ' know , like de inde Liaan 
part of i t  [ carbon paper ] .  [New Or leans , La . , (809 ) , 1137 : 2 . ] 

8584 . They get yore handwrit in '  wit yore proper name s igned to it. T hey 
vill reverse it , see . They will take dat name what yo ' s igned to dat an ' they 

( 7 )  COLOR O F  LAMP BOWL - ANY COLOR I F  OPAQUE 
TAKE YOUR HANDWRITING WITH SIGNED NAME 
PIN ON BOTTOM OF WI CK IN LAMP S O  THAT 
ANYONE S EEING LAMP CANNOT SEE INTO BOWL 
KEEP BURNING SLOWLY - UNTIL MAN RETURNS 

will put it on de bottom of a 
wick in a lamp wit d if f erent 
colors . They won ' t take a 
plain lamp cause de party may 
vis it they house an ' they will 
see dat in there an ' wants  to 
know what for . Get a lamp wit 

a b lue bottom,  or yellow, or different colors , s o  it can ' t be seen through it 
it won ' t be trans parent no way yo ' kin see i t , see . An' they ' l l p in dat [hand
writing ] at de bottom o f  de wick , an ' they ' ll burn it slow , slow , slow - con
tinually . Dat ' s  if yo ' away f rom home . Dat will draw yo ' back . Ah have saw it 
plenty of time , fellows dat ' s been off dataway an ' had position , no t no j ob ,  an ' 
they would j us t  give up at  once an ' go on back home - no t doing a thing . Burn 
continually and slowly . An '  as it burn , yo ' unders tan ' , yore mind will refer 
back home an ' finally yo ' j est get  on b ack home . [New Orleans , La . , (879) , 
1446 : 7 . ] 

8585 . Get her a - get �is name , j us t  like ah tole yo ' . Write it nine t imes , 
write he m across it . Take her - an ' then take i t  - she can put it  into ' er 

(8) CROSS HER NAME ONCE OVER HIS NAME 9 TIMES 
CINNAMON - CONKAH ROOT POWDER - LODESTONE 
SUGAR 9 LUMPS - ALL INTO LAMP - OIL - BURN 

lamp , if she can get her 
some lump sugar . An '  she 
can take her nine lumps o f  
dis lump sugah , an ' get her 
a piece of lod es tone , oon-

qus:ring Poot [John de Conkah] ,  oonque'l"ing Poot powdeP, cinnamon . Mix all dat 
�ogethah an ' his name , an ' put it down into ' er lamp , an ' put de neoked [naked = 
real ] coal oil on it  an ' set  it to humin ' . An '  he will come back . [ New Orleans, 
La. , (826) , 1207 : 1 . ] 

8586 . Yo ' kin write a person ' s name on a p iece 
way [ one way ] an ' that way [ the other way ] . Cro s s  

(9 )  CROSS ING A PERSON ' S NAME - ONE OVER OTHER 
9 TIMES - FOLD PAPER TO YOU - PUT IN LAMP 

o f  papah , j es '  write it  this 
it all up an ' fold it  to yo ' 
an ' put it  down in de lamp . 
An '  dey say i t  will draw ' im 
back to yo ' .  It  will draw 
' im. [ The name is wri t ten 

9 times , each name crossing the other making one 
is another of the frequent doub Le-oPossing rites 
(1S29a) , 2 7 35 : 5 . ] 

" X" or form o f  a cross . This 
in hoodoo . ]  [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  

8587 . Unc ork [ untwis t or unscrew]  de light [wick holder o f  lamp ] an '  put 
cbure name in it [ the oil ] an ' call de evil spirit ; lak if yo '  know somebody who 

(10) DEAD - CALL S PIRIT OF PERSON WHO DIED BAD 
AFTER YOU LAY VICTIM ' S NAME IN LAMP - THEN 
BURY NAME IN SNUFFBOX IN SP IRIT ' S  GRAVE 

died , who lived an '  died 
bad . Yo ' call ' em an ' dey 
come to  yo ' . An '  yo ' bury 
dat b ox [ snuf fbox] right  
where dey [evil spirit ] 

hried . An '  in a length of  time , who yo ' put 
ffery small snuf fbox was used in thos e days -

�leans , La. , (1558) , 2838 : 9 . ] 

dere name in it , dey goin ' down . 
see many places in Hoodoo. ] [New 

8588 . Then i f  ah want this woman an ' ah can ' t  get to her , ah kin take mah 
...a - ' er name f irs t at de top , my name second at de bottom, her name third an ' 



3528 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

my name fourth . See , ah ain ' t go t to write it  but four times . An ' ah fold dat 
papah . Every t ime ah fold dat papah , ah fold it  to me , an' ah leave it wit three 
corners , an ' have all three of those corners turned to me . An '  ah put dat in de 
lamp , an ' ah lights dat lamp , an ' ah ' ll burn dat lamp slowly . Ah turn dat lamp 

( 11)  FOLD INTO TRIANGLE : 
9 TIMES HE WRITES NAMES - ON SQUARE PAPER 
HERS FIRST - HIS SECOND BELOW - HERS - HIS 
FOLD PAPER TO HIM ALONG DIAGONAL - TRIANGLE 
PUT IN LAMP BOWL - BURN TO DRAW YOUR MIND 
LIGHT 7 AM - BURN SLOWLY UNTIL 6 PM - DO NOT 
BLOW OUT - PINCH OUT WICK WITH BOTH HANDS 

on at seven o ' clock . 
( Seven o ' clock in the 
morning or the evening? )  
Seven o ' clock in de mawn
in ' .  Ah burn dat lamp 
slowly till s ix in de 
evening . Den ah turn dat 
lamp down low .  See , ah 
won ' t  blow dis lamp out . 

Instead o f  me blowing de lamp out , ah ketch it an ' pinch de wick of it . An ' see 
every time ah pinch de wick of i t ,  dat makes i t  burn on your mind . Dat burn yore 
name into mine an ' my name into yours . Well , dat draws de mind of yo ' to me , see . 
Dat drawin ' yore mind . 

(You pinch the wick out ? ) 
Ah pinch de wick out . 
(Out of  where? ) 
Pinch it plumb out ,  pinch it till it  goes out . See . 
(I s ee . ) 
As long as  it  burn - pinching on dat wick [ demonstrate s ] ah ' ll pinch dat lamp , 

pinch dat wick p lumb out . 
(You p inch it wi th both hands? ) 
Yas suh , wit both hands t ill ah pinch it out . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 35 ) , 

1004 : 4 . ] 
8589 . Yo ' can draw a man to yo ' . Like a woman 

an ' ano ther woman done cause ' em to break up , see . 
an ' her husban ' is broke up , 

Well , j est like yo ' take an ' 
bury his sock ,  well yo ' 
take an ' write his name 
nine times an ' put dat 
cinnamon , sugar an ' stee Z 

(12) KNOCK 3 TIME S - DAILY FOR 9 DAYS - WOMAN 
DOES - TO BRING BACK MAN - AFER BURYING 
HIS SOCK - AND WRITING HIS NAME 9 TIMES 
IN LAMP WITH CINNAMON - STEEL DUST - SUGAR 
WHITE RUM - LAMP IN CORNER OF HOUSE - AFTER 
DOING ALL THIS - MAN WILL RETURN 9TH DAY 

dust , an ' dat white rum , 
an ' put it  into a lamp . 
An ' put dat lamp in de 

she knock fo ' three times , every day see , fo ' nine 
ninth d ay .  Dat sock belong wit it . Yo ' know , yo ' 
along wit dat . [New Orleans , La . , (830) , 1234 : 6 . ] 

corner of  her house .  An '  
days , because he return dat 
do dat wit it . Dat goes 

8590 . If a man leaves home , leaves his wife and he wants - she wants him 
back .  Well , she will take his name an ' she will write it nine times backwards . 

(13)  LODESTONE - HE NOT SHE LODESTONE - SHE 
ATTACHES TO LAMP WICK - IN BOWL WITH 
HIS NAMES 9 TIMES BACKWARDS - LAST NAME 
FIRST - AND ON TOP OF HIS NAME SHE 
WRITES NAME OF WOMAN HE ' S  GOING WITH 
TURNS LAMP DOWN LOW AND BURNS ALL DAY 

See , she take his las t  name and 
bring that first . And de woman 
dat he is goin '  wit , well , 
she ' ll write her name on top 
of his name , an ' she ' ll get her 
some he lodestone . 
(He lodes tone ? )  

two kinds . They 
i t  in a coal-oil 
dat lamp burnin ' 

He lodestone . S ee ,  they go t 
got the she an ' they go t de he . Get de he lodes tone an ' yo '  put 
lamp . An '  yo '  take an '  at tach it into dat wick . An '  yo ' keep 
all day , but yo ' turn dat lamp down low . An ' yo ' see yo ' got 
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his name burning in dat he lodes tone , an' dat draws htm right back tuh yo ' . 
(And whose name - did you write that woman ' s  name he is running around with , 

or the wife ' s name? ) 
No , yo ' write de woman ' s  name when he is runnin ' wit an ' his name . 
(I see , that ' ll bring him back . Bring him back . ) [New Orleans , La . , (783) , 

1085 : 12 . ] 
8591 . Den if he ' s in Chicago , De troi t , 

a clean sheet o f  papah , an '  write his name 
or any place , sits down an ' gits chew 
nine times on dat p iece o f  papah . An '  

aftah writin '  it nine times , yo ' 
walks tuh de do ' an ' yo ' says de 
Lord ' s  Prayer nine times . Takes 

(14)  LORD ' S PRAYER - SAY 9 TIMES AT DOOR 
AFTER SHE WRITE S HIS NAME 9 TIMES 
ON CLEAN SHEET OF PAPER - PUT BOTH 
IN LAMP BOWL - LIGHT - HE RETURNS 

an ' lights yore lamp an ' put it in 
dat lamp , an ' ' bout one grain of 
sugah in dere . Yo ' know whut ah 

mean , not a grain but nearly ' b out a half  a teaspoonful , into da t lamp wit dat 
coal o il in i t . Light dat lamp an ' turn it down real low , an ' burn dat fo ' nine 
days , nine days an ' nights , an ' wherevah he may be , he come dere . He cain ' t  
stay away . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 277 5 : 3 . ] 

859 2 .  A light , a light - she take this lamp an ' she write your [ a  man ' s ]  
name nine times , an ' she take : d e  stee l dust , dat ' s t o  -draw ; lodes tone , dat 
draws ; put it in dis lamp . She takes his name an ' she pins it on de wick . 

(15) LORD ' S PRAYER AND IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
"I  WANT THI S MAN BACK TO ME" 
ARE SAID BY WOMAN LIGHTING LAMP - AFTER 
IT HAS BEEN PREPARED BY WRITING HIS 
NAME 9 TIMES AND PINNING IT TO WICK 
WITH SUGAR - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST 
KEEP LAMP LIGHTED UNTIL HE RETURNS 

(On the wick of the lamp ? )  
Yes . After she write his name 
nine t imes , she write hers on 
top of his name . Always she ' d  
b e  on de top 
(I see . )  
Pin that on the wick an ' set 
this light . When she decided 
to set this light • • • •  

[ I  interrupt . ]  
(She lights the light ? )  
[ I  want to know , does set mean 
light the lamp . ] 
She puts that name on there and 
she puts lodestone and stee l 

dust over it  right in the bottom o f  this light , some sugar . [ To set this light 
means to prepare the lamp . ] And she lights this light and whils t lighting it 
she - she ligh t  it and make the Lord ' s Prayer . An '  say ,  "In de NQ)71e of de Father>� 
Son an '  Ho ly Ghost , I want this man back to me , "  an ' light it an ' leave it light
ed . Don' t let it go out an ' he ' ll come back . [New Orleans , La . , (798) , 1115 : 10 . ] 

(16)  MATCHES 9 IN LAMP BOWL - WITH NAME 
9 TIMES ON SHEET FROM A NEW TABLET 
FOLD TO YOU 9 TIMES - DROP IN LAMP BOWL 
FILL LAMP WITH FRESH [NEW] COAL OIL 
BURN LAMP 1 TIME EACH DAY 9 DAYS 
LIGHT AT 9 AM - BURN LOW - OUT AT 12 N 
3 HOURS EACH DAY - PEACE AFTER 9 DAYS 

859 3 .  Git nine matches an '  yo ' 
put ' em in a lamp wit coal oil 
an ' yo ' write de name of de 
person yo ' workin ' ' em  on nine 
times , an ' yo ' burn dat . Dat ' s  
fo ' peace . 
(You put these matches right in 
the oil? ) 
In de oil , an' yo ' write de 

name nine times on a piece o f  new tablet dat nevah b een used , an '  yo ' fold it t o  
yo ' nine times an ' yo ' drop it  down in dere , an ' yo ' fill dat lamp fulla oil , 
fresh oil . An '  yo ' burn i t  nine t ime s . Jes ' let it burn low. Yo ' blow it out 
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an '  light it . Let it burn three hours at de time each day . Light it  at nine 
a ' clock an '  let it burn three hours , at nine a ' clock in de mawnin ' ,  an ' burn it 
three hours . Den yo ' put it  out . Den yo ' burn it  ag ' in de next mawnin ' fo ' 
[ from] nine . Well , dat ' s peace . In nine days peace is  in yore home . 

(How long did you say you burn that ? )  
Fo ' nine days . [Memphi s , Tenn . , (1549 ) , 2816 : 10 . ] 
8594 . Yo ' take a brand-new lamp - EVERYBODY DON ' T  SAY DE SAME THING . Every

body don ' t take no lamp ; dey burn de candles , yo ' see . Get a brand-new lamp . 
Yo ' take a piece of  white paper whut ain ' t go no lines on it , pure white paper 

(17 )  NEW LAMP - NEW KEROSENE - WHITE UNRULED 
PAPER - WRITE PERSON' S  INITIALS 9 TIMES 
CROSS THEM 3 TIMES WITH YOUR NAME - ALL 
IN INK - ROLL PAPER TO YOU - WISH - COME 
ON 9TH DAY - TURN NAMES FACE OOWN - PUT 
IN OIL - WHEN HE COMES BACK ON 9TH DAY 
PINCH OUT WICK - " IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES "  

without any lines . Yo ' writes 
it with ink. Yo ' write de 
persons name - initials - what 
yo ' wanta come back to yo ' 
nine times . S ee ,  yo ' cross  it 
though . Write yore name three 
time s , see . 
(Do you cross that ? )  
Yo ' cross o n  dere name . Don ' t 

write yore name but three time , but write dere name nine . Clean dat lamp of de 
oil yo ' know. Be sure yo ' never burned any of dat kerosene - get it , yo ' know , 
for whatevah amount yo ' wanta burn . An '  yo ' put dat in dere . Before yo ' put de 
o il in dere , take de papah an '  roll it tuh yo ' - see .  

(You roll this paper to you . ) 
Yes , an ' den make a wish dat in so  many days yo ' want ' im to show up , in nine 

days . De tenth day he ain ' t comin ' . He come on dat ninth day .  Well , yo ' kin 
put in dere , a woman' s name , depending on de way yo ' want dem to come . Yo ' put 
dat down in dere an ' turn yore bot tom upwards - turn de name down bot toms . 

(Turn the names down inside o f  this lamp . )  
All right , den yo ' fill it up , but don ' t let it  
(You mus t  burn i t  right along for nine s traight 
When he come on dat ninth day , yo ' go in dere -

get without oil in nine days . 
days . )  
don ' t blow yore lamp out , yo ' 

p inch it  out , when he done come . 
(You p inch it out wi th saliva . ) 
An '  dat de way yo ' kin get ' im back an ' say : In de Name of de Fathah, de Son 

an '  de Ho ly Ghost.  Dem person ain ' t go ing to s tay from yo ' to save dere life . 
Don ' t  care who dey are . 

(Are you Roman Catholic ? )  
Ah ' s Roman Catholic an ' ah believe i t  an ' ah work by faith.  [Mobile , Ala . , 

(18)  NEW LAMP - FILL WITH KEROSENE - WRITE 
HIS NAME 9 TIMES FANWISE TO YOU - KEEP 
LAMP IN DARK CORNER - CALL HIM TWICE 
DAILY - WHEN LIGHTING AT 6 AM - BURNING 
LOW UNTIL 12 N - THEN LIGHT AND CALL AT 
6 PM AND BURN LOW UNTIL 12 M - MAKING 
WISHES - MAN RETURNS SECOND MORNING 

(651)  849 : 1 . ] 
859 5 .  (Could you tell what to 
do if a man left home? What a 
woman could do to bring him 
back? ) 
Take a piece o f  papah an ' write 
' is name on it nine times . Yo ' 
write it  dis way [ demonstrates ] 
comin ' back t o  yo ' . 
(Sort of  make it in a circle . 
Write it towards her ? )  [These 

names are wri tten like the leaves of  a fan ,  
pointing t o  her . ] 

semicircular on the outs ide , all 

Yes , sir . An' then yo ' take an ' git chew a 
lamp an '  fill it up with kerosene an ' put this 

lamp . Have to buy a brand-new 
down in de glass [bowl o f  lamp ] 
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an ' put de lamp in a close dark corner , an ' turn it very , very low an ' call ' im . 
Yo ' light it  dis mornin ' an ' burn i t .  Call ' im dis mornin ' , light it  at six 
' clock an ' call ' im an ' let it  burn till twelve . Yo ' go an ' make yore wish an '  
call ' im again at twelve . An '  at night chew call ' im.  He ' ll be dere before de 
next day . 

(What time at night would you call him? ) 
Call ' im at twelve ' clock at night . He be dere b efore day . [Mobile , Ala . , 

(671) , 886 : 3 . ] 
8596 . I f  a man leaves home an ' yo ' want him to come back , yo ' buy yo ' a 

brand-new lamp , a wick an ' a burner . An '  yo ' write dat man ' s  name down dere 

( 19 )  NEW LAMP - WICK - BURNER - MAN ' S NAME 
9 TIMES WRITE - SIGN NAME OF PERSON 
MOST DEAR TO HIM THOUGH DEAD - THIS 
PAPER PUT IN LAMP BOWL - FILL WITH OIL 
BUY NEW BOX OF MATCHES - LIGHT LAMP 
TURN LOW - WHEN • • •  LAMP • • •  DRY THAT 
PERSON SHOULD BE WALKING IN THE DOOR 

nine times an ' yo ' s ign de name 
of a very dear person to him , 
even though they ' re dead , his 
mother or father , de p�rson yo ' 
know he ' s  more at tached to than 
anybody else in de world . An '  
yo ' put de name o f  dat person 
at de b ottom ,  an ' yo ' put dat 
lamp in a place where nobody 

will see it . Of course yo ' put this paper in de bottom of de lamp an ' yo ' fill 
i t  wit coal oil . Yo ' buy a brand-new box of  matches an ' light dat lamp , an ' sit 
in a place an ' let dat lamp burn . Jis ' turn it down low so it can burn very 
slowly , consume de oil slowly , an '  when dat lamp is completely dry dat person 
should be walking in de door . Makes no difference where he ' s  gone . If he ' s  too 
far to come to yo ' at dat time , yo ' ll receive a message dat he is comin ' . [ In
formant probably forgot to add that new oil should be used . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(973) , 15 75 : 3 . ] 

859 7 .  (That is  the firs t way . Now what is the second way ? )  
Well , d e  second way is , ah put his name , write his name nine times in a lamp , 

an '  burn de lamp from nine tuh twenty-one days ; an ' if he in town he ' ll come in 

(20 )  9-21  DAYS BURN LOW IN  LAMP WI TH  SUGAR 
HIS NAME 9 TIMES - FOLDED TO YOU 
IF IN TOWN HE WILL RETURN IN 3 DAYS 
IF NOT - IN 21 DAYS - REPLENISH OIL 

three , an ' if he outa town he 
bound tuh come in twenty-one . 
S ee ,  yo ' write his name nine 
times . Put his name in a lettah 
or piece o f  papah . Put it  in de 
lamp an ' turn de lamp down an ' 

fill it  up fulla coal o il .  Turn it down low an ' set it  some place an ' burn i t  
fo ' nine tuh twenty-one days . An '  if  h e  ma d  wit· me , when h e  g i t  dere , tuh make 
him p leased , ah put sugah in dere an ' fold de papah tuh me . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(94 7 ) , 1526 : 3 . ] 

8598 . Ah heard dat dey kin take yore name an '  
fo ' a length o f  time , fo ' about nine days o r  nine 

(21)  9 DAYS OR 9 WEEKS - NAME IN LAMP - HONEY 

put it in a lamp an ' burn it 
weeks , an ' keep yo ' home or 

either run yo ' away . 
(It  all depends upon what you 
wish? ) 
Yes . 
Dey put it  in some honey an '  

put it down in de  lamp an ' s e t  [ light ] d e  lamp on i t  an ' he ' ll s tay home . 
(That is  to make him s tay home ? ) 
It  draw his ' tenshun home an ' he s tay home , an ' sweeten his mind . [New 

Orleans , La. , ( 1558) , .2835 : 4 . ] 
859 9 . An '  then lak yo ' wanta make a man come back home , lak he ' s  gone an ' yo ' 

wanta make him come back home , yo ' write his name nine times on a piece  o f  writin' 
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papah , tablet papah wi th lines on it , an ' write chure name ovah it nine times . 
Fold it up a little an ' put it  in 
a lamp with oil in it an ' burn it 

(22 ) 9 TIMES SHE WRITES HIS NAME - THEN 
HERS OVER THEM - BURNS IN HER LAMP 

all de time . That ' ll make him come 
back home . 
(You mean , you. write this name nine 
times like that and you write yours 
right on top of it . ) 
Right ovah i t  nine times . That ' ll 

make him come back home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522) , 2690 : 7 . ] 
8600 . Dat supposed tuh b e  j is ' as fur as he kin go . She supposed to be draw

ing back tuh him by - remembah how ah to le yo ' tuh write thos e names � Wri te 

(23) 9 NAMES ONE WAY - 9 THE OPPOSITE - 18 NAMES 
FOLD TO YOU - WRAP ABOUT WICK - BURN IN DARK 
CORNER CONTINUOUSLY 9 DAY S  - BRINGS HIM BACK 

those name , 18 names . 
(Nine one way and nine the 
other . ) 
Den yo ' take this papah 
that chew write ' em on in 

this case an ' fold the papah to yo ' , fold it very small . Yo ' take j is '  a ordi
nary lamp dat burns kero s ene an ' yo ' wrap this papah around de wick.  An' yo ' pin 
de papah to de wick an ' yo ' put it  back down in a full lamp . An '  yo '  set i t  in 
a da ' k  corner an '  burn it , j is '  cons tantly burn i t .  When it - don ' t  even let it 
go out fo ' tuh [put ]  mo '  kero sene in there - fo ' nine days . Then dat draws a 
person back . [Memphi s , Tenn . , (915) , 1483 : 2 . ] 

8601 . Well , mah experience . A st epdaughter 
husband had got on a fus s  an '  he was workin ' on 

(24)  9 NAMES ONE WAY - 9 OVER OPPOS ITE WAY 
ON 9 LINES FROM RULED TABLET - FOLD TO 
YOU 9 TIMES - PIN TO END OF LAMPWICK 
WRITE ON PAPER NUMBER OF DAYS HE HAS 
TO RETURN HOME - PUT IN O IL - LIGHT 

of  mah husband ' s , her an ' her 
de r iver-front . She used tuh 

often come to mah house for me 
to go off  down there to look 
for him . He wouldn ' �  come with
out her . So  we goes over on 
Menas sas Street by one of  de 
river-front foremans an ' we ast 
' im where - a river-front fore-

men , dat one of de men was overseeing o f  de work . So  we goes by one of the 
foreman ' s house an ' we ast ' im where was Billikin - dey called him fo ' a nick
name . S o  he tole us where he was . He ast us , says , "Whut ' s  de mattah wi t chew 
an '  him now? " She said , "He j es t  walked off  an ' he left  me . "  He says , "Now ah 
wanta tell yo ' what ah want chew to do . "  He suggested a plan to her . ''Yo ' go 
back an ' git chew a writin ' tablet an ' yo ' write his name nine t imes . "  

(Was this a colored foreman? ) 
Dis was de colored foreman . He says , "Now if  yo ' wanta bring ' im  back , " he 

say , "yo ' take an '  wri te his name nine times on a piece of  papah . " He says , 
"Tear it [ the ruled shee t ]  with nine lines . "  Say ,  "Yo ' write his name nine times 
on that paper . Then yo ' turn de papah an ' write chure name nine t ime s across 
his . "  Says , "Yo ' take dat papah an ' fo ld it  nine t imes ' wards yo ' .  Yo ' take 
yore pin an' pin this note dat chew have wrote onto de end of a lampwick , de 
lamp dat chew burn in yore room. " An ' says , "Number" , says , "if  yo ' want ' im  to 
come back in three days , f our days . "  Says , "Yo ' put dat numb er on de outs ide o f  
dat papah , after it ' s  b een refolded an ' pinned t o  de lamp . Den yo ' put dat wick 
back in de lamp an '  fill it wit kerosene oi l ,  an ' light it an ' set it on yore 
dresser . "  He say ,  "he ' ll come back home . "  

So we tried i t  an' he did an ' he ' s back there yet an ' hasn ' t  gone back . [Mo
bile , Ala . , ( 693) , 932 : 1 . ] 

860 2 . Ah to le yo ' yo ' could wirte de person ' s name or yo ' could eithah use a 
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picture of this p erson ,  and you p laster this  on  this parchment paper . You write 

(25) PARCHMENT PAPER 
NAME ON 

BURN IN LAMP 

de name down under that . 
(You write the name on the parchment paper and then you 
put the picture down on top of that ? )  
Dat ' s  right , yo ' can sew i t  down o r  p las ter i t  down so 
it  will be combined together.  
(Face down or up . )  
Face it inside next to de lamp , yo ' s ee .  Don ' t  have 

it outs ide . Then yo ' light that lamp if this person is away an ' YO ' SET THAT IN 
THE CLOSET SOME PLACE AN '  SET IT BURNING. See , where no one will suspicion . An '  
they will continue to b e  worried , their mind will b e  towards yo ' .  Well , they 
will eventually come . They are supposed tuh come in de course of  nine days . 
[Mobile , Ala . , (Mrs . Brady repeating) , 966 : 1 . ] 

8603 . Putting their name on that parchment pap er ,  put ting it down in the 
bottom o f  the lamp , burning the lamp slowly , and I ' ll guarantee yo ' in de future 
he ' ll come back.  [ New Orleans , La . , (879 ) , 1449 : 8 . ] 

8604 . If yore man is gone away from yo ' an '  if  he don ' t  come back fast enough, 
j is '  write his name 9 times an ' yore [ 9  t imes ] on top , an ' keep dat lamp burnin ' 

(26)  RED FLANNEL - TO WICK IN CLEAR GLASS BOWL 
HIDES HIS NAME - 9 TIMES - HERS 9 OVER IT 

low , [name ] in oil . Put a 
piece of  red flannin [ flannel ] 
on top of it , yo ' know , tuh 
keep anybody from seeing de 

papah , an ' burn it aontinue an ' he ' ll come back in nine days . [New Orleans , La . , 
(814) , 114 7 : 7 . ] 

8605 . Now wit chure hair , lak i f  yo ' an ' yore ole man ' s  tuhgethah an ' if  some 
woman is tryin ' tuh bus t yo ' up from ' im ,  yo ' kin take some o f  his hair an ' put 

(27 ) SCRUBBING RITE - ENDS LAMP BURNING ONE 
TO BREAK UP YOUR MAN AND ANOTHER WOMAN 
PUT IN LAMP - HER NAME - HIS ACROSS 
SOME OF HIS HAIR - BURN 9 MORNINGS 
AFTER 9 DAYS - ANOINT HOUSE WITH OIL 
OF VERBENA [ ? ]  AND HEARTS COWGNE 
SCRUB WITH CINNAMON - SUGAR - URINE 

it in a lamp . An ' yo ' kin write 
this woman ' s  name an ' hi s name 
on a piece o f  papah an ' fold it  
tuh yo ' ,  an ' put it in dat lamp 
an ' burn it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
An ' aftah de ninth mawnin' , yo ' 
know , put de lamp out . An '  den 
yo ' ' noint chure room wit oil o f  
[verbena probably ] . HeaPts Co

logne , an ' scrub roun ' yore flo ' wit 
An' dat breaks dat [ affai r ]  up . 

some urinate ,  sugah an ' a l i ' le cinnamon . 

(You put his hair in this lamp ? )  
Yo ' put his hair in d e  lamp an ' yo ' wri te dis woman ' s name who he ' s  goin ' 

with .  Write her name cros sways [ this is erossing them up ] an ' bring his ' n  - yo ' 
know write hers down first  an ' den bring his ' n  cros s . An ' yo ' put it in a lamp 
an' burn off it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  [A  great many scrubbing rites are scattered 
through Hoodoo . That oil , instead o f  verbena , could be a word I eventually dis
covered was oil of Bergamo t , this las t  word appearing in a variety of forms : 
bergamine , Essense ins tead of  oi l. might have helped the decipherment . ]  [Memphis , 

(28) 7 TIMES - WRITE NAME OF BOSS 
FOR JOB - BURN ON OR IN LAMP 

Tenn . ,  (15 2 7 ) , 2 7 25 : 1 . ] 
8606 . If yo ' wants a j ob - an '  yo ' wants 
a j ob an ' yo ' make de boss give yo ' a j ob .  
Well , yo ' get his name , see , an '  yo ' write 

his name seven times . An ' yo ' put his name in de lamp , right on [or in? ] the 
lamp an '  yo ' burn his name . An '  yo ' visit his j ob after that . Yo ' can be stand
ing up there , he going to call yo ' . An ' he going to hire yo ' .  

Take ' a  papah an '  write his name seven times , yo ' see , an' put it in de lamp 
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and le t i t  burn . [ Burning on Zamp would mean holding the slip of  paper over top 
of lamp chimney until it ignited , then lett ing it burn out in a pan or shovel . ] 
[New Orleans , La . , (823) , 1195 : 5 . ] 

8607 . Well , she ' d  take an ' write his name down in nine times an ' write huz 
[hers ] down nine . Well , then she take an ' put dat in a little bottle of  sweeten 

(29)  SWEETENED WATER - · BOTTLE OF - PUT IN 
HIS NAME 9 TIMES AND HERS 9 TIMES 
LET SET FOR 9 DAYS - IF HE IS NOT BACK 
PUT SAME PAPER WITH NAMES IN LAMP 
LIGHT - BURN - HE WILL RETURN IN 9 DAYS 

[ sweetened ] water , sugar . 
She ' ll sweeten de watah an ' 
then let it set fer nine days . 
Then , if  he [ is ]  not back in 
nine days , well she could take 
that same paper out of dere 
[ the bottle ] and put it in de 

lamp , an ' let de wik [wick ]  - set it right over de wek [but in the coal oil ] . 
Let de wek burn fer nine days over i t  [ the paper with names is under the wick ] . 
He ' s bound to come back , cuz after i t  happens more than once that ah know o f .  
[New Orleans , La . , (801) , 1117 : 2 . ] 

8608 . Well ,  yo ' could take a person an ' j is '  
dust ,  an ' yo ' put it in de lamp . An '  write dere 

( 30) 3 DAYS OR 9 DAYS - TO RETURN IN - WRITE 
WITH PERSON 1 S NAME - IN LAMP WITH 
OIL OF CINNAMON AND OIL OF ROSE 

put sugah , cinnamon an ' steel 
names fo ' so many days , nine 

days or . three days or anything , 
an ' put some oil of cinnamon 
or  oil o f  ros e .  They have 
those kinda oils . Den yo ' put 
it  in dere . Well , that ' s  fo ' 

tuh draw these people back to yo ' ag ' in .  S ee ,  
La . , (1594) , 2997 : 14 . ] 

dey have tuh come back . [Algiers , 

8609 . If  a man got a wife an ' she ' s  away from him an ' he wants tuh bring her 
to him , he gits cinnamon an ' he gits sugah an ' he gi t honey an ' he puts it  in dat 

(31)  3 TIMES FOLDS TO HIM - PAPER ON WHICH 
HE WRITES HER NAME 9 T IMES - HI S OVER 
9 TIME S  - WRITTEN BACKWARDS - LAST 
NAME FIRST - TIES PACKAGE WITH N0 . 8  
BLACK THREAD - PUTS IN BOWL OF LAMP 
WITH CINNAMON - HONEY - SUGAR - LIGHT S  

lamp an ' he ' ll write  his indivi
dual name down nine times on a 
piece of pap ah s traight one 
aftah de othah • • •  [ demonstrates ] .  
(The first name fir s t  and the 
last  name last . ) 
Yassuh . 
An '  then he ' ll write his name 

down across  that with a indelib le pencil , an ' he takes dat papah • • •  

[ I  int errupt . ]  
(How many time s  does he write his own name ? )  
His name nine times r ight cross  hers . Den he takes dat papah an ' he fold s it  

three t imes towards him . An '  he ' ll git him some No . 8  black thread an ' he wraps 
it  roun ' dat papah an ' ties it up , an ' put it  in dat rag an ' burn it [ in the 
lamp ] . An ' that ' ll draw de individual to him.  [Algiers , La . , (157 7 ) , 2904 : 3 . ] 

8610 . I f  a person is ' cro ss  de watah an ' yo ' want ' em an ' if  yo ' got their 
picture , yo ' take dat picture an ' lay it on its face in yore bed undah yore 
sheets an '  yo '  sleep on dat .  An ' yo ' ·take a piece of tablet papah an ' write his 
name on it one time an ' write chure ' n  on it twice . Fold it  to yo ' .  An ' then 
take it aftah yo ' write dat name on it , den yo ' take it an ' put it in a lamp . 
An '  put some oil in it  enough tuh kiver it . An ' burn it nine mawnin ' s ,  make 
yore wishes nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' sleep on dat picture [ 9  nights ] .  I f  he ' s cross  
de  watah , he ' s  comin ' . If  he  ain ' t  s ick or if  he  got  money he goin ' write chew.  
Yo ' goin ' heah from ' em some way or ' nothah . Yo ' goin ' heah , if  he  don ' t come . 

(Now you write his name down on this piece of  paper . Then where do you write 
your name? ) 
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On top of  his , twice .  Write 
(32) 3 TIMES WRITE NAMES - HIS ONCE - HERS it on top twice .  

TWI CE ACROSS HIS - FOLD TO YOU - PUT 
LAMP - OIL ENOUGH TO COVER - BURN 9 
MORNINGS - WISH 9 MORNINGS - SLEEP 
ON HIS PHOTO 9 NIGHTS - THIS BRINGS 
BACK A MAN WHO HAS CROSSED WATER 
IF HE ' S  RUNNING OUT WITH A WOMAN 
WRITE HIS NAME ONLY - FOLD TO YOU 
TURN PAPER ROUND - FOLD TO YOU AGAIN 
MAKING 4 SQUARES OR OBLONGS - THIS 
PAPER NOT IN LAMP - OVER YOUR DOOR 

IN De same thing , if he runnin ' 
out an ' yo ' want him tuh stay 
at home . Yo ' write his name 
on a p iece of papah an ' fold 
it to  yo ' this way [ demon
strates ] an ' then back that 
way , an ' put it up ovah de do ' 
up ovah yore do ' . An '  he ain ' t 
goin ' - yo '  cain ' t  git him outa 
dat [house] . He ' s  there . 
[ I finally have a chance to 

describe  her demonstration . ]  {You fold it toward you and then you double it ? )  
Dat ' s right , doub le it . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  {1548) , 2 810 : 1 . ] 
8611 . I hlouZdn 't  have to come back over this at a Z Z  hlouZd I? Yo '  knohl� the� 

wouldn ' t  be no hereafter [bad consequences for me ] about it hlould the� ? 

(33) UPWARDS - FACE ALL NAMES IN LAMP BOWL 
9 TIMES HIS NAME - HERS 9 TIMES ON TOP 
HIS NAME • • • FIRST • • •  LOOKING UP TOWARDS HER 
[WERE BOTH LOOKING UP TO THE LIGHT? ) 
BURN NIGHT AND DAY UNTIL HE RETURNS 

(Oh ! No ! No ! You j ust  s imply 
tell me as if you were talk
ing to anybody on the s t reet 
or to any of  your friends . )  
[ This is the lat ter part o f  
the preliminary. conversation 
I had with all informants as 

soon as they entered the interviewing room. These becoming-acquainted conversa
tions varied in length and substance . UNFORTUNATELY IT NEVER OCCURRED TO ME 
YEARS AGO THAT ANYONE , EVEN MYSELF YEARS LATER , WOULD BE INTERESTED IN THESE 
PREPARATORY DETAILS . FORTUNATELY , HOWEVER A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF MY CONVER
SATIONAL METHODS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED IN THE INTERVIEWS THEMSELVES .  

Well ,  ah te ll yuh , ah have heard ' em say that they could write his name nine 
times , de husband ' s  name . De wife could do dis . She could wri te his name nine 
times an ' then she would write her name nine times across his , .  so that his name 
would b e  firs t and be  lookin ' up towards her . An '  put i t  in de bottom o f  a 
lamp , oil-boinin ' lamp , an ' let this boin an ' refill de lamp . Jes ' put it in de 
bottom of a lamp under de wick an ' as dat boin - let this boin night an ' day , an ' 
finally , they say ,  yo ' know, dat he ' ll come home . 

(Do you put that piece o f  paper in the lamp in any part icular way? ) 
Yo ' j es '  drop it - let this writin ' be  up . De  writin '  mus t  be up . 
(Do you put the oil in the lamp before you put the note in or do you put the 

note in and then put the oil  on top of it ? )  
[ There is no answer and I did not continue for one that evidently would have 

been a guess or made no difference . ]  [Mobile , Ala . ,  { 664) , 872 : 5 . ] 

(34 )  WRAP S  9 TIMES - WITH WHITE THREAD 
A WOMAN DOES - AFTER WRITING HER NAME 
HIS ACROSS - AND ADDING TO PACKAGE 
SALT - SALTPETER - BLUESTONE - ALL 
IN LAMP 9 DAYS - BRINGS HIM HOME 

861 2 .  Yo ' kin take a person ' s  
name , i f  yo ' lovin ' a man an '  he 
don ' t ca ' [ care ] fo ' yo ' . Yo ' 
take yore name an ' write it  on a 
piece of  papah first an ' yo ' 
write his name all ' cros s on it , 
an ' fold it up an '  put salt , 

saltpeter , an ' bluestone an '  wrap 
tuh yore lamp fo ' nine days . 

(What will that do ? )  

i t  round nine times wit white thread an '  go 

Dat will call ' im back an ' make ' im come home . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (959 ) ,  
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1542 : 10 . ] 
8613.  Yo ' git chew some 

brown sugah . An '  yo ' write 
honey an ' some sugah . s ome brown sugah - gotta be 
dat person ' s name nine t ime ,  yore landlord name nine 

LANDLORD OR RENTMAN 
(1) BOTTLE WITH HONEY AND BROWN SUGAR 

LANDLORD ' S  NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
STICK UPSIDE DOWN - LEFT CORNER OF BED 

times , an '  yo ' puts it in a bot
tle . Put enough on it , in sugah , 
where it  will ovahflow it , yo ' 
see . An ' stick it in de left 
corner o f  yore b ed .  See , lak 
yore bed ' s at de left way , yo ' 

take it an ' s tick it right behin ' dere where no one wouldn ' t  see it . But don ' 
put de bottle dis way [ demonstrates] turn it upside down an ' leave it  s tay dere . 
An '  yo ' ll  s tay dere fo ' a long time an ' yo ' ll nevah worry about movin ' . Nevah 
worry about money dat chew got . He ' ll nevah worry yo' about it , [Algiers , La . , 
{1590) , 29 87 : 5 . ] 

8614 . De landlord - j us t  like 
move , j us t  say he was dunnin ' yo ' 

as if de landlord s ay he didn ' t want yo ' to 
about money , yo ' didn ' t have it . Yo ' take a 

piece of white paper . 
[Long paus e , ] 

( 2 )  CROSSES 3 - OR CROSSES 9 LANDLORD ' S  (Yes . )  
NAME 9 TIMES ON WHITE PAPER - ONE UNDER 
OTHER - TURN PAPER 90° - 3 NAMES ACROSS 9 
MAKING 3 VERTICAL AND 9 HORIZONTAL CROSSES 
KEEP NAMES UPS IDE .DOWN UNDER A RUG 

An '  yo ' put dat landlord ' s 
name down dis way nine times 
[ demonstrates]. 
(One name r ight under the 
other ? )  
Yes , s ir .  D e  same name , 

j ust  put it  down nine times . Den yo ' t ake dat papah dataway [ demons trates ] .  
(Turn the paper around , yes . ) 

· 

An '  go through dere three times . 
(With what ,  his name? ) 
His name . 
(His  name again , j ust his name again , three times . Altogether it ' s  nine 

t imes . )  
[Not 9 times but 3 times , informant corrects . ]  
Nine times thisaway an ' three times thisaway [ demonstrates ] .  
(Making a cross , all right . )  
Makin ' a cross .  An ' j us t take dat an ' put it undah a rug , or anythin ' dat ' s 

in de house , where ' s  [where it is ] concealed . Just let i t  s tay right dere. 
(With the names down that way? ) 
De name ' s upside down like dat [ demons trates ] .  
(I  see. ) 
I t's a chance dat he ' ll come dere an ' co llect next door an ' p ass  yo ' up . 

[New Orleans , La . , (883) , 1453 : 3 . ] 
8615 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew kin take a person , like yo ' might have somebody 

dat ' s always bo therin ' yo ' , de landlord or sompin j es ' runnin ' yo ' down about de 

(3) FAT-LIGHTER PINE BOARD 
WRITE LANDLORD ' S  NAME ON 
TIE TO SAPLING IN WOODS 

rent o r  s ompin lak dat - dey j es '  won ' t give 
yo ' a opportunity or  chance to pay dem. Chew 
j es' git his name an ' write i t  down on a p iece 
of fat-lighter bo ' d  j es '  b ig enough to put ' is 
name on it , an' take it out in de woods an ' tie 

i t  to a young s ap ling tree 
branch . [ The wind will do 

an '  leave it out dere . It  j es '  t urn from br anch to 
this . ] Ah ' ve heard dat dey will leave yo ' alone , not 

bo thah yo '  so much. 
(You j us t  tie it onto that tree - that ' s al l ,  on this piece of fatlighter 
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pine . ) 
Fatlighter pine bo ' d .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1061) , 1720 : 8 . ] 

3537 

8616 . I f  yore landlord comin ' as ah tole yo ' , write his name - write chure 
name an '  write his name firs t .  Write chure name twice on top of his ' n  an ' take 

(4)  FOLD TO YOU 3 TIMES NAME OF RENTMAN 
PUT LEAD SfJGAR [ SUGAR OF LEAD ] .Q!! 
SET AN EMPTY BOTTLE ON THIS PAPER 

yo '  a bottle about dat tall [ demon
strates ] or e ithah a Coca-Cola bot
tle . Now, dis is fo ' de rent . An' 
take y o '  teaspoonful o f  dat Zead 
sugah. [For Zead sugar , see end of 

rite . ] An' aftah yo ' write dat name , yo ' fold it dat way [ demonstrat es ] an ' den 
fold it dat way . Den take an ' set dat bo ttle on top of dat name . Yo ' put dat 
sugah [ Zead sugar] on dere first . Den yo ' set dat bo ttle on top o f  dat . Den in 
less - in nine days dat ' ll take effect . In nine days yore rentman come , yo ' kin 
tell ' im ,  "Ah ain ' t got all yore money , today . "  "Well , all right , dat ' s all 
right . "  Well , de next time he come yo '  tell ' im  yo '  ain ' t got none . Well , yo ' 
see how it works . 

(How do you fold that paper , now? Show me again? ) 
Jes ' fold it lak dis [ demons trates ] . 
(You fold it to you once . )  
Yes , fold it to yo ' dat way an '  den yo ' turn to de othah side an ' den yo ' 

fold it ag ' in [ demons trates ] .  
(Fold it  to you again . ) 
Den yo ' fold i t  back dis way [demonstrates ] j es ' enough fo ' de bot tle tuh sit  

on dat . 
[Here I turn off  recording machine but turn it on again pick up the add itional 

informat ion . ] 
(You put the bottle and everything under the s teps? ) 
Everythin ' undah de steps . Yo ' gotta put dat undah dere at night or somet ime 

when dere ain ' t nobody around . [ S ince I did no t ask for the identity of lead 
sugar , I mus t  have assumed that it was sugar of Zead or Zead aaetate , formerly 
used in dyeing and calico printing , a poison with a sweet ,  astringent , and me
tallic tas t e .  PUTTING A BITTER-SWEET POISON ON THE RENT COLLECTOR ' S OR LANDLORD' S 
NAME I CAN UNDERSTAND , BUT WHY STAND AN EMPTY BOTTLE ON BOTH? COULD THE EMPTY 
BOTTLE BE A THREAT TO BOTTLE HIM UP NEXT TIME AND KILL HIM? ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

(1548) , 2812 : 3 . ] 
( 5) 9 TIMES CALL LANDLORD ' S  NAME 861 7 .  Yo ' kin meet dat lan ' lord . Yo ' go 

9 TIMES WRITE - PUT OVER DOOR tuh dat lan ' lord an ' yo ' write his name 
nine t ime s , call ' is name , an '  write i t  

nine times , an ' put i t  ovah d e  sill o f  yore do ' . An ' h e  cain ' t put chew out .  
[Algiers , La . , (1593 ) , 2 994 : 9 . ] 

8618 . Ah take his name an ' put i t  in some sugah , de landlord ' s  name , an '  put 
it in some sugah an' shake it fo ' three days an '  keep it in dere . Yo ' under
stan ' . An '  den aftah dat name rots he cain ' t put chew out • • •  

(You keep that name right in there , you 
( 6) SHAKE FOR 3 DAYS leave i t  in the sugar? ) 

LANDLORD ' S  NAME KEPT IN SUGAR Till it  rot s . 
(That ' s  so the landlord can ' t move you 

out o f  the house . )  [New Orleans , La. , {1558) , 2 834 : 4 . ]  

LAW AND POLICEMEN 
(1) BACKWARDS 7 TIMES - WRITE LAW ' S  NAME 

WEAR IN BOTTOM OF YOUR LEFT SHOE 

8619 . People from different 
places write me letters for dif
ferent things . Now , ah ' ll tell 
yo ' wha t yo ' do for dat . Jes ' 
like yo ' go in a place of boot-
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leggin ' [you b ecome a bootlegger ] an ' yo ' don ' t want de police to bother yo ' , 
or de sheriff to bo ther yo ' .  Yo ' f ind out his name , yo ' understand . Yo ' get 
his name an ' yo ' wri te his name seven times b ackwards . Yo ' take dat name an ' yo ' 
place i t  in de bot tom of  yore sho e ,  yore left foo t  shoe . Just wear it right [ in]  
yor e shoe an ' wear it continual in yore place [ o f  business ]  yo ' unders tand . He 
never will worry yo ' .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 815) , 1151 : 2 . ] 

8620 . Ef yo ' worried about de law comin ' round , yo ' take yo ' some sugah an ' 
some - unders tan ' ,  an ' a quart b eer bot tle an ' yo ' put one [ o f  the two articles ] 

(2 )  BEER BOTTLE AND SUGAR - ONE AT BACK DOOR 
OTHER AT FRONT - 9 TIMES WRITE POLICEMAN ' S  
NAME - PUT IN BOTTLE OF TURPENTINE 
THROW IT BEHIND HIM SAYING NEVER RETURN 

an ' put it [names ] in dere an ' j is '  throw it  behin ' 
baak no mo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 59 ) , 1 543 : 4 . ] 

at de front do ' an ' one at 
de back do ' .  If  de law is 
bo therin ' , take dem names an ' 
write it  [ them] on a p iece of 
papah nine times . Take j is '  
about a bottle o f  turpentine 
' em  an ' tell ' em don 't aome 

8 6 21 . Yo ' git chew hal f a p int o f  whiskey an ' yo ' gi t chew a tablespoon con
sitra ted [ concentrated ] lye an '  j is '  lak de - gi t chew a p lain p iece of papah an ' 

( 3 )  BOTTLE - 3 NAMES OF POLICEMEN IN 
WITH WHISKEY AND CONCENTRATED LYE 

BURY ON LEFT S IDE OF STEPS 

write three , j is '  lak i t  wus de sar
gint , poleeceman [ policeman ] lak da t .  
Well , yo ' write dat o n  dat piece of 
papah , but yo ' don ' t have tuh shake 
dat up . Write dat on a p iece of  papah 

an ' bury it at de lef ' s ide of  yore steps wit de bottl e .  Lak dese heah yore 
s teps right chere [ demons trates ] .  Dis [ j is ' ] dig a hole deep ' nuff tuh put 
hit down an ' let de bottle stoppah s tay up j is '  ' nuf f to covah it in dere . An '  
let d e  bot tle s toppah s tay up an' yo ' ll nevah b e  worried no mo ' .  An '  den let 
' er set right ovah dere whils t dey [ talking to her ] • • •  

[ I  demons trat e . ] 
(As you are going into your house , this is  your step . You bury it at the 

left-hand side of your s t eps ? )  
As yo ' re goin ' into de hous e .  
8622 . (Suppose I want to keep 

would I do? How would I keep the 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 7 ) , 1537 : 1 . ]  

(4 ) 

the law away from that boo tlegging j oint , what 
law away? Any particular way? ) 

CIRCLE - DRAWN ON PARCHMENT PAPER WITH 
STRING - DIAMETER 12 INCHES - WRITE 
ROUND CENTER - 12 NAMES OF CHIEF OFFICERS 
[SYMBOLS FOR ZODIAC - PROTECTS ALL .YEAR] 
ON EACH NAME PLACE SPECIAL HOODOO BEAN 
DRESS THIS WITH 7 DROPS OF LUREEN OIL 
[SURELY THIS HOODOO OIL IS "LURING OIL! " ]  
[BEANS AND DEAD ASSOCIATED FOR CENTURIES] 
[OFFICERS "DEAD" IN PRESENCE OF "HAND"]  

Well , they have several dif
ferent kind of way to keep de 
law away , if yo ' want de law 
dat is on dis beat . Now, 
well , let ' s  fix up - we want 
de law away . O f  cour se ,  if  
we go to work an ' work direct 
on de police on de force , dat 
wouldn ' t  s top ' em from raidin' . 
Now , listen ! Let ' s  see what 
we going to do about s toppin ' 

' em raidin ' in general . All right . Yo ' going to get de chief of detectives , 
yo ' goin ' t o  get de chief o f  police , yo ' goin ' to get de captain ' s name , yo ' 
goin ' to get everybody dat ' s in authori ty over dat group , which , if they goin ' 
to raid , dey ' d have to go up to dese particular men before dey can make a raid . 
Do yo ' get de id ea? 

(I see . ) 
I t  go t to come from dem.  Well , we ' ll s tart wit dem.  We are not concerned 

wit de ordinary man , dat is , de common ordinary police officer . We get de head 
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of ' em .  Well , we take dat head in dere an ' we are goin' to draw a round ring six 
inches from de centah - a round ring . We goin ' to place all dos e  names in dat 
ring on par chment papah . 

[No ordinary paper for the important police ! ]  
( S ix inches from the center - that is , the diameter will be twelve inches 

then? ) 
Yeah , j us t  de same [ demonstrates ] if  yo ' say six inches from here [ center of 

circle ] an ' yo ' j us t  hold it [ a  s tring ] dere an ' yo ' go aroun ' [ draw the circle ] . 
(The circle is twelve inches in diameter? )  
Yeah , twelve inches in diameter . 
(All right . )  
Now , yo ' go ing to take each one of dose officers - see , de twelve of ' em dat ' s 

in authority . [ Informant is surely thinking o f  the 12 signs o f  the Zodiac rather 
than the 12 Apo stles ; the signs to protect place of business from police all year .] 
Yo ' goin ' to place ' em direct in dat center an ' yo '  goin ' to sweeten ' em  up . An ' 
af tah yo ' sweeten dem up . 

(How do you sweeten them up? ) 
Well ,  yo ' can takd dis Lureen OiZ [ surely Zuring oi Z ,  an oil to lure the 

police ] , dat Oi Z of Lureen , when it come for anything beneficial , all good things, 
this is to use for dat most particular purpose [beneficial to oneself ] .  L ike yo ' 
can use seven drops o f  dat Oi Z of Lureen , an ' aftah yo ' use it round in dere , why 
yo ' goin ' to take what yo ' call a tappan [ ? ]  beans come from Central America . 

(What kind o f  a bean? ) 
Dat ' s  a b ean come from • • • •  Central America , from Las • • • •  G • • • •  de capital of 

Las • • • •  
(What do you call those beans , what is the name of  them? ) 
Santoine [ ? ] beans . 
(Santoine [ ? ]  beans and where do they come from? ) 
Central America . 
(From where?  You said some place in Central America? ) 
Well , sir , G • • • •  is the capital o f  Las • • • •  but dey b ring ' em from G • • • •  to Las • • • •  

an '  da t ' s  d e  seaport . 
(I see . All right . )  

Now,  why each one of  dose name s I done going to take pure white thread . It 
made kind of  like wit four corners an ' it  grows in a bean [pod ]  an ' dere may be 
twelve in one bean [pod ] , eight or ten ,  like dat . Yo ' take it an ' yo ' s ew it 
right in de center of  dat name . Like my name would be  Paul B .  Dickson . Where 
the "D" at , yo ' could write it twixt de "D" right in de center . An '  who somevah 
[whatever policeman] go back there [ in your place of  bus iness , you complain to 
him] an '  say ,  "Well , this is a quiet zone an ' they raisin ' Sam an ' singing over 
there . Ah can ' t sleep at night . How yo ' want me to  work an ' I ' se lonesome an '  
all o f  that s tuff . "  "Well , all right , "  [ s ays the o fficer ] "we ' ll take care o f  
dat . "  An '  before he [ officer ] gets out o f  there [your place of business ] ,  dat 
s tuff [you prepared ] go t him . 

(How do you do that ? You sew one of these beans on each one o f  those names? 
Then what do you do with that parchment , then? ) 

On [ a  b ean on ] each one o f  do se name . Den yo ' take dat parchment an '  yo ' 
j us t  fold · it in like that an ' j us t  take it  ovah dere an ' put i t  in [your ] show
case . Jus t keep it anywhere . Then i t  has a tendency to - wheresomevah your 
funds at , yo ' can keep it right in yore funds an ' it has a tendency to draw 
funds . 

(You mean , the money? ) 
Yeah . 



3540 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyat t Foundation -

(In your money box where you keep your money ? )  
Yeah . 
(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (819) , 117 7 : 2 . ]  
8623 . Well , yo ' see , j is '  like a person asleep , they ' ll take this hair out 

de mold of yore had . Dey put it in a bottle . After dey put it in a bottle , dey 

LEMON AND NAMES 
(1) BOTTLE : PUT IN HAIR FROM MOLD · OF HEAD 

JUICE OF LEMON - NAME 9 TIMES - SHAKE 
SET SUNRISE SIDE OF WORLD - LOSE MIND 

take a lemon . Dey squeeze dat 
lemon j uice in dat bo ttle , an ' 
take yore name . Yo ' write dat 
name nine t imes an ' put it in dat 
bottle , an ' shake it  up , an ' set 
in de sunrise side of de worl ' .  

Jis ' as de sun goes [ from sunrise 
Orleans , La . , (803) , 1120 : 6 . ] 

to sunset ] ,  dey say yo ' lose yore mind . [ New 

86 24 . Just like ah may have a friend . I could b e  a woman an ' I ' d  have a 
friend , an ' I wants to part from my friend . I ' ll take de lemon . I ' ll get me 

( 2) CANDLE - BLACK - STANDING IN LEMON 
IN CAN OF BEER - BURNED 10 DAYS 
WITH HER NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
BACKWARDS - SEPARATES HER FROM MAN 

some b eer . After I ' d get de beer , 
I get me a candle . Well , I take de 
candle an ' take de lemon an '  bore a 
hole through de lemon . Put de lemon 
[ candle ] down in de candle [ lemon ] . 
Put dat beer down in de can .  When 

I get the b eer down in de can , an' start tuh burnin ' my black candle , well , de 
woman couldn ' t s tay dere ten days . 

[ I  now try to understand the preceding confusion . ]  
(Now wait a minute . Here ' s  your can of beer . Now where ' s  your lemon? )  
Yo ' s ee ,  I put my beer first .  
(Yes . ) 
Put de not e  s econd . 
(What note ? )  

D e  woman name . 
(Well , you didn ' t tell me that b efore . )  
Yes . Mark nine times backwards .  After yo ' mark it nine times backwards yo ' 

put de note in dere . After yo '  put de note in dere , yo ' stick de candle . down in 
dere , an ' ,leave it down in dere fo ' ten days , she can ' t  stay wit yo ' no more . 

(What happened to the lemon? )  
De lemon ' ll be right dere in de beer . Yo ' s ee ,  like . 
(I  see . Now , wait a minute , let me untwis t these things for you : Here ' s  the 

can of beer. You put this woman ' s  name in there . You take a lemon and you put 
this black candle in the lemon and put that lemon down in the beer , and then you 
light the candle . How long do you burn that candle ? )  

Yo ' burn dat candle ten days . 
(I  see . Then what happens ? )  

D e  woman can ' t  s tay there no mo ' .  
(You j us t  drive the woman away? )  
Dat ' s  t o  drive ' er away . 
(Why do you use beer ? )  

D e  beer is down i n  de can . 
(Well ,  why do you use the beer ? )  
Yo ' ve gotta use so d e  lemon could have some kind o f  different j uice to it . 

Dat de reason yo ' use de beer . [New Orleans , La . , ( 848) , 1312 : 4 . ] 
8625 . Well , ah heard some people say dey kin take yore name an ' put it in a 

lemon , ah ' shet [ shut ] dat lemon up an ' den dey go on an ' bury . Dig a hole an ' 
bury i t .  An '  when dat lemon rots , yo ' ll rot . 
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( 3 )  CROSSWAYS - WOMAN ' S  NAME WRITTEN 9 TIME S  
PUT IN LEMON - BURY - SHE ROTS WITH LEMON 

(You j ust  write the name once 
on a piece of paper ? )  
No , nine times . Write it 
crossways , an ' bury it . When 

de lemon rot , chew' ll ro t .  [Crossways here means : one over the other in the same 
direction ; one under the o ther ; one over the other in different directions but on 
same line ; or writ ten to form the letter "X" . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (1588) , 
2836 : 5 . ] 

86 26 . 
(Yes . )  

What other �ay they say they can do ? 

They can take your name and write it nine times 
nine times on top of your name . Then they takes a 

(4)  CROSSWAYS - PERSON ' S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
LANDLORD '  S NAME 9 TIMES OVER - WITH BLACK 
PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - SALT 
IN LEMON - BURY BUTT END UP - LANDLORD MOVES 

and write the landlord ' s  name 
lemon , and they gets graveyard 

dus t , Epsom salts ,  red 
pepper , b lack pepper , plain 
salt and takes a lemon and 
hulls it out and puts that 
name down in there and bury 
it in de ground de butt end 

up , an ' when that name rots , that landlord will put yo ' out . 
(I  see ,  the landlord will put me out ? )  
Yes . Yo ' an ' ' im fall . out . 
(Now , you say - you write my name nine times in a row ,  then you write the 

landlord ' s  name ? )  
Across it . 
(You turn it like that [ I  demonstrate ] and cross it ? )  
Cros s i t .  
(You cross i t  like that or j us t  write over it? ) 
No , over it but cross it . 
(Oh , you cross i t .  You turn the paper upside down and write acros s  it ? )  
[Names are on same line but upside down . ] 
Yes . 
(Well , ·  why do you put his name on top of  mine ? )  
To make h im  fall out wit yo ' •  
(Oh , I see . ) [New Orleans , La. , ( 82 6 ) , 1205 : 1 . ] 
862 7 .  Yo ' kin take an ' break anybody up if  it ' s  a woman or a man , if yo ' 

wants tub break ' em  up . Yo ' take an ' yo ' write dere name down nine times wit 

(5)  CROS SED NAMES - EACH NAME ON 9 SEPARATE 
STRIPS OF PAPER - INDELIBLE PENCIL - PILE 
EACH OF 9 NAMES SO THAT IT CROSSES NAME 
BELOW AND ABOVE - MAKE LID TO LEMON - DIG 
HOLE IN PULP - INSERT CRO S SED SLIPS - ADD 
CAYENNE PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - GUNPOWDER 
SALT - GUNPOWDER - VINEGAR - CORK UP - SEW 
LID BACK TO LEMON WITH BLACK THREAD - BURY 
TOWARDS SUNRISE - CONFUSION WITHIN DE HOUR 

indelible pencil , but chew 
make nine s trips , an ' as yo ' 
put one strip - yo ' put one I 
strip s traight an ' yo ' put 
one strip across . S ee , lak 
dat [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' git 
chew some gunpowder , Epsom 
salt s , some cayenne peppah 
an ' some vinegar an '  yo ' puts 
dat in dat lemon . Yo ' bo ' s  
[bores ] a hole in de lemon 

an '  yo ' s tick dat name down in dere an ' po ' all dat ingredient on top of it . But 
yo ' have dem papahs crossed . Po ' [pour ] all dat ingredient on top of dat . When 
yo ' po ' it on top o f  dat , yo ' git chew a cork stoppah an '  yo ' put it on dere . An '  
den yo ' take dat piece of  skin , de top skin , dat chew cuts back [ end o f  lemon cut 
back as lid] , an ' yo ' takes an ' yo ' sew it wit some b lack thread , an' yo ' buries 
dat to de sunris e .  Dat make confusion within de hour . 
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(Now , the name is written once on nine different strips of  paper . The name 
is writ ten like John Edwards ,  j us t  as we would write our name ? )  

Yes suh.  
(And you write this with j us t  ordinary pencil? )  

Yo ' write dat wit indelib le pencil . [Algiers , La . , (15 7 7 ) , 2902 : 2 . ] 
8628 . A lemon is a sour thing , ' vided [provided ] whut chew wanta do wit i t . 

Yo ' take dis lemon an '  yo ' take all de fillin ' out of it , an ' yo ' f ill i t  up 

(6)  CROS SROAD - TAKE LEMON TO - AFTER PULP 
REMOVED AND EMPTY HULL FILLED WITH SALT 
THERE CALL VICTIM' S NAME - IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
AT THIRD CALLING - MENTION WORK TO BE DONE 
LEAVE LEMON THERE - TURN - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

fulla sal t , table salt . An '  
yo ' carry it t o  a crossroad 
an ' den yo ' call dis indivi
dual ' s  name . If i t ' s three 
or fo ' [ times ]  it makes no 
difference how many i t  is . 
Yo ' call dere name de third 

time In de Name of de Father, de Son an '  de HoZy Ghost .  An '  den mention whut 
chew want tub be  done . An '  den turn yore back on i t  an '  GO ON BACK [HOME ] AN '  
TRUST IN DE LORD . I t ' ll b e  done . 

(What do you do wi th that lemon out there at the cros sroad? ) 
Yo ' leave i t  dere , j es '  leave it dere . Don ' t chew pick it up at all . [Mem

phis , Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2829 : 12 . ] 
8629 . My husband has - [ suppose]  my husband has this here woman and ah want 

to break ' em up . Ah take ' er name an ' his name , ah ' ll put it in a lemon . Red 

( 7 )  CURS E :  I WANT TO BREAK UP MAN AND WOMAN 
PUT HER NAME AND HIS IN A LEMON - TAKE UP 
BRICK IN ALLEY - DIG HOLE - PUT LEMON IN 
RESTORE BRICK - WALK OVER 9 MORNINGS - SAY 

YOU SON-OF-A-BITCH I 'LL KEEP YOU DOWN 

brick - right in my alley , 
if I ' m livin ' in a alley , 
right up out o f  dat alley , 
ah ' ll get , ah ' ll pick up a 
brick . Ah will dig a hole , 
turn dem [ in the ] lemon down 
fo ' nine mawnin ' .  Ah ' ll 

walks ovah i t .  Ah ' ll say ,  "Yo ' son-of-a-bitch , ah' ll keep yo ' down . " Ah ' ll 
walk , ah ' ve got tub do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' , every mawnin ' , an ' den he ' ll separ
ate from ' er .  When he s eparate f rom ' er ,  he ' ll say - he ' ll tell his friends , he 
say , "Yo ' know one thing , ah been mis treat in ' my wife , but somehow or anothah 
she mus t be - ah don ' t know what she doin ' - she must  be  prayin ' or going to 
church or somepin . Do yo ' know ah ain ' t go t no more feelin ' fo ' dat woman an ' 
ah can' t go wit nobody but j us t  my wife . "  De reason why he can ' t  go wit nobody 
but me b ecause ah ' m  go t ' im like dat . [New Orleans , La . , (826a) , 1209 : 1 . ] 

8630 . Yo ' take some de  entrails out [of  the lemon] yo ' know whatsomevah it 
[ inside o f  lemon ] is [ called ] an '  yo ' take a person name . Yo ' could take it 

( 8)  DRUNK : HA VE  TUH HAVE PLENTY LIKKAH IN YO ' 
TO S EPARATE - WRITE NAMES ONE OVER OTHER 
3 OR 9 TIMES - PUT IN LEMON WITH RED PEPPER 
SALT - STEEL DUST - TOP ON - BURY - CURSE 

separation. Dere plenty ways fo ' separations , make 
ano thah , tuh keep ' em apart . 

three t imes . Yo ' could 
write it three times or 
els e nine , de mos t is nine , 
but yo ' could take it at 
three . An' yo ' put s  anyone 
yo ' want . Heah ' s anothah 

' em  confuse an ' angry wit 

Wel l ,  yo ' put dis down in dere , put de name down in dere . Yo ' don ' have tuh 
take ink , yo ' could put ink or else a pencil lak dat ink - yo ' know , indelib le 
or any kind . An '  yo ' do it zactly lak ah said wit dis othah one . Put nine time 
o r three t ime wit one on top each o thah . Den yo ' take dis s tee l, dust an ' dis 
peppah , de same red peppah . RED PEPPAH IS REAL HELL . Well , yo ' put dat red 
peppah an ' sal t  an ' all dat togethah , an ' dis stee l dus t togethah , an ' yo ' take 
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it an '  put it  down in dat lemon , see .  An '  yo ' take de top of de lemon whut chew 
cut off  an ' yo ' pin it  togethah ,  s ee .  Hit don ' have tub be s ix feet o f  dirt 
where yo '  could make a little hole about dat deep [ demonstrate s ] . 

(Abou t  a foot deep . ) 
Yessuh .  An '  yo ' put it down in dere an ' yo ' curse it . AN '  YO' HAVE TUB BE 

DRUNK. Yo ' have tub git drunk , an ' let de evil come up , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' 
curse it while put tin ' it in . When yo ' be put tin ' de dirt on be cursin ' it , yo ' 
undahs tan ' . Any kinda o le dirty cursin ' yo '  want s tub do . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well ,  dat ' s separation ag ' in , dat ' s  fightin ' . 
(While you are doing this , you have to b e  drunk to do i t . ) 
Yo' have tuh be good an ' - not say good an ' drunk . WHUT AH MEAN , KNOWIN' WHUT 

CHORE DOIN' ; BUT YO' HAVE TUB HAVE PLENTY LIKKER IN YO'. An '  j is ' curse it , yo ' 
know, while puttin ' it any place in de ground . [Algier s , La. , (1594) , 2996 : 1 . ] 

8631 . All right . Yo ' take dere names an ' gi t chew a aig [means Zemon ] an ' 
write it [ name ] down nine t imes on some brown papah . An '  yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 
put s ome stee Z dust in it , yo ' put some cayenne peppah , Epsom s alts . Yo ' take 

(9) EAST OR SUNRISE - IN MUD - BURY LEMON 
CONTAINING NAME 9 TIMES ON BROWN PAPER 
CAYENNE PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - STEEL DUST 
SEW UP LEMON WITH BLACK THREAD - TO MOVE 

dat lemon an ' yo ' s ew it up 
wi t black thread , an ' yo ' bury 
it where dey have mud at to
wards de sunri se . Dat ' s  tuh 
make ' em git out de hous e .  

Yassuh , all into a lemon . [Algiers , La . , 
863 2 .  (All right . Now , you are going 

righ t ,  go ahead . ) 

(You put this all in the lemon? )  
(159 7 ) , 3002 : 15 . ] 
to tell something else , now? All 

Now, at that price , again , if yo ' canno t break ' em ,  yo ' get yo ' three chicken 
eggs - t hree . Yo ' write de names nine t imes  on de chicken eggs , but let it be 

(10 ) EGGS 3 - OF CHICKEN - YARD EGGS - WRITE 
HIS NAME 9 TIMES C IRCLING LENGTH OF EGG 
WRITE HER NAME CIRCLI NG BREADTH OF EGG 
OVER HIS - GET BOTTLE OF FRENCH VINEGAR 
POUR OUT ENOUGH VINEGAR TO ADD TO BOTTLE 
3 LEMONS EACH CUT INTO 4 PARTS - EGGS 
BROKEN - NAMES 9 TIMES EACH ON PAPER 
CROSSING - SEAL BOTTLE - ROLL TO YOU 
OVER RED PEPPER - 9 DAYS - THEY SEPARATE 

de yaPd eggs - fresh eggs . 
Yo ' write dem [ the man ' s name ] 
nine t imes on that [ informant 
demonst rates and I explain 
later ] . Den yo ' write her 
name nine t imes on de eggs , 
till yo ' make it  meet to de 
point o f  de eggs . 
(Now wait ! You write - her 

name acro s s  his ? )  
Yes , s ir ,  always across .  Now, 

vhen yo ' git through dat - yo ' see , dat ' s  de point of de egg [ demonstrates ] .  Yo ' 
write ' em j us t  on de po int of  de egg unt il so far as  yo ' get . 

(Right around the point of  the egg . ) 
Right around de point . An '  den at de othah po int yo ' do de same thing . Den 

yo ' get yo ' a bottle o f  dat french vinegar [wine , no t apple , vinegar ] . 
(French vinegar . )  
Dat ' s  de strongest vinegar they have . Den yo ' get a dime o f  cayenne peppah . 

Den yo ' get a - three lemons an ' yo ' cut dose lemons in four p ar t s . De lemon • • • •  
(In four parts ? ) 
In four part s . Den yo ' take in de eggs [ put eggs in bottle ] . Den yo ' take a 

piece o f  papah an ' den yo ' wri te dem nine times crossways like dat . See , an ' den 
when yo ' do dat , den yo ' take a handful of de cayenne peppah an ' set it right in 
de center - an ' in de center o f  it . An ' den yo ' roll it to yuh .  Den yo ' makes 
yo ' [ a  stopper ] - yo ' cuts , yo ' gotta cut dis . An '  when yo ' ge t through it , den 
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yo ' put it  in de mouth of de bot tle , an ' den yo ' seal it up . Now , I guarantee 
yo ' dat dat ' ll cook dat egg . It  will cook . An ' in de ninth day it ' ll give yo ' 
de satisfaction , dey ' ll fight unt il dey bloody one anothah or murder one anothah , 
an ' qui t  an ' nevah go back any more , ' cause ah have did it . Ah have seed [ s een]  
it . 

(You use these three eggs . ) 
Yard eggs . 
(There ' s  j us t  one thing , one part of it  that I don ' t  understand about . Her e ' re 

the eggs . Do you write the man ' s  name [ I  demons trat e ]  around this way or this 
way? You write this way? ) 

[ Informant demonstrates . ]  
(You write it the length of the egg , from the two ends [ from one end to the 

other ] . And that woman ' s is writ ten around the fat , small round part [ breadth ] 
of  the egg . And you keep writing it up and down until you cover the whole egg . ) 

The whole egg . 
(I see . All right . )  [New Orleans , La . , (874) , 1434 : 2 . ] 
8633 . I f  he b e  done left her , you mean? 
(Yes . ) 
An '  he living with ano ther woman ? Well , yo ' take an ' wr i t e  his name down 

again ,  an ' yo ' get yo ' some red peppah - yo ' see , this cayenne red peppah . Well , 

(11) HEART : FOLD IT LIKE A GREAT HEART COMING 
TO YOU - HIS NAME BACKWARDS 9 TIMES ON 
PAPER FOLDED TO YOU LIKE THIS - FOLDED 
I�TO A TRIANGLE STANDING ON 1 POINT 
A SYMBOLIC HEART - WHICH WITH 9 NEW 
NEEDLES - 9 NEW P INS - CAYENNE PEPPER 
PEPPER SAUCE - ALL IN LEMON - BURIED 

yo ' get yo ' some red peppah 
an ' yo ' get yo ' nine needles , 
brand-new needles what have 
never been used . An '  yo ' get 
yo ' nine new p ins . An ' yo ' 
stick all o f  dem needles an ' 
dem pins in de wall cater
corner . An '  yo ' put it in 
dere , wit yo ' know , hot 

peppah what yo ' put on yore food [pepper s auce ] .  Yo ' take de cayenne red peppah 
an ' de hot peppah [ sauce ] an '  de nine needles an '  de nine p ins [ and the name -
see Zater] an ' yo ' put dat in a lemon . An '  yo ' bury it anywhere in de back yard , 
see . An '  dat will b reak dem two people up , an ' make yo ' an ' him come back to
gethah again . I done s een dat did . 

(Well , how did she write his name in the beginning? ) 
Write his name ? Well , j us t  like a pers on ' s first name , like somebody i s  named 

Andrew Edmund or any name like dat . Well , yo ' s ee ,  yo ' p�t [ instead o f  putt ing ] 
Andred Edmund , put Edmund Andrew . See , yo ' put it backwards ,  t ill yo ' write it 
nine times . An '  den yo ' FOLD IT LIKE A HEART , COMIN ' TO YO ' ,  an ' dat foldin ' 
' im to yo '  all de t ime . An ' yo ' bury it in de backyard . An ' yo ' j us t  leave it 
s tay dere until it molds away . An' in about nine or ten day ' s time , his mind 
gets off  o f  this othah woman an ' gets b ack on yo ' ,  an ' dat makes him leave ' er 
an ' comes back to yo ' .  

(I see . You put this name and that other mixture ? ) 
Yes , de p ins an '  de needles all togethah . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 3 ) , 1086 : 1 . ] 

(12)  HOUSE - NAME 9 TIMES IN LEMON UNDER 
8634 . Dey say that chew kin take 
a lemon an' write they name nine 
t imes , an ' p�t it underneath of  

the house . Dat would make ' em move . [Mobile , Ala . , (695) , 943 : 3 . ] 
8635 . Now, ef ah see a person livin ' good togethah an ' ah want ' em confused , 

ah kin take a lemon . Take a lemon an ' cut it in half , write their two names , the 
woman and the man . Then ah ' d put it in there , saying , Depart� be confus ed. Then 
s ew it back together with black thread and bury that . And that will cause that 
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(13) INCANTATION : HALVE LEMON - PUT IN NAMES 
HIS AND HERS - SEW LEMON TOGETHER 

( 14 )  

BLACK THREAD - BURY - DEPART, BE CONFUSED 

KICK - SHAKE - CURSE - BOTTLE OF VINEGAR 
CONTAINING NAME OF HIS WOMAN 9 TIMES 
ALOES - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT - LEMON 
ALL NEW - HE "DOGS "  THI S WOMAN SAME WAY 

party,, that woman to be con
fused . 
(You write their names on a 
piece of paper and put this 
paper in the lemon and sew 
it up . )  
An '  sew it back up . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , (6 68 ) , 882 : 6 . ] 
8636 . Well , you can take a 
lemon and put your name and 
his name - not his , but j es '  
like he got some woman ; yo ' 
understand [ and you , a woman , 
want ] to separate them.  Well, 

yo ' write it [her name ] down nine times all kinda ways , and then you put aloes . 
Yo ' can put cayenne peppah an' salt , some dat have never been used , a fresh box 
of each - that have never been used . An ' yo ' take that an '  yo ' put it in de 
lemon , an '  yo ' put it [ lemon ] in a vinegar , in a bo t tle of vinegar . [ To put 
lemon in bot tle , cut it in 4 parts - s ee No . 8632 . ] An '  yo ' shake it like that , 
an '  kick it all around de floor , like yo ' dog it. AN '  JES ' LIKE YO ' "DOG" THAT 
BOTTLE [TREAT IT LIKE A DOG]  THAT JES ' DE WAY HE ' LL "DOG" HER and [ they will ]  
break up . Jes ' like yo ' kick de bo ttle , yo ' know , knock i t  around - j es '  take 
your feet , yo ' see , an ' kick it an ' curse it - that is the way he ' ll do to her .  
An '  then they ' ll separate . [New Orleans , La . , ( 85 7 ) , 1364 : 16 . ] 

(15) KNIFE - NEW - STAB LEMON CALLING NAME 
WILL CAUSE 'EM TO HAVE HEART TROUBLE 

8637 . Yeah , new live lemon.  Go 
to de s tore an ' buy dem eny price, 
an ' yo ' kin cut it . Take an ' buy 
a new-brand [brand-new] knife , 

cut into it [ lemon ] an ' stop i t  up an ' 
to have heart troub le . 

cork it  up wi th a nail , an ' will cause ' em 

(What do you put in that lemon? ) 
No thin' in de worl ' absolutely .  
(Cut into it , that all? )  
Jist a lemon an ' a new-brand knife . 
(Well how would you cut into that lemon? ) 
Stobb [ s tab ]  it like yo '  s tobbin ' a person , an ' call dey name . [ Charles ton , 

S .  Car . , ( 518 , Doator Nels on , see pp . l559f . ,  2260 f . ) , 607 : 2 . ] 
863 8 .  Yo ' take his [murderer ' s ] name an '  write it down nine times , de party 

dat did de killin ' . Yo ' write it [murdered man ' s  name ] down nine times across 

(16) MURDERER - TO BRING BACK - WRITE HIS 
NAME 9 TIMES - OVER IT MURDERED PERSON ' S 
NAME 9 TIMES - BURY IN LEMON WITH SALT 

his [murderer ' s ] name . An '  
den yo ' stick dis into a 
lemon . On top of dis lemon 
yo ' put a spoonful of salt , 
an '  yo ' bury dis at de place 

where he commit ted de crime , an ' he won ' t leave . [ This rite could have been 
placed under subsection ( 2 )  HOW MURDERER CAN BE CAUGHT , p . 3258f . A lemon rite 
at this date in Washington , D . C . , merely means that our informant , Doator Sims , 
bad come from New Orleans . For some o f  his material , s ee Nos . 23 ,  532 , 2091 , and 
especially margin title IT ' S  A GIFT ETC . , No . 2 742 , p . 746f . ] [Washington ,  D . C . , 
(639) , 828 : 4 . ]  

8639 . De needles - lak i f  yo ' have a girl an ' yo ' wants tuh s tay wit her an '  
yo ' want her tub b e  wit yo ' ,  why yo ' take nine needles an '  put it in a lemon . 
Put ' em in a lemon an ' put it right ovah de do ' sill lak dat [ doorsill sometimes 
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in Hoodoo means over door above your head ] . Well , she always will vis it yo ' .  
She always will come aroun ' an '  she nevah kin desert chew . 

(17) NEEDLES 9 - NAME - IN LEMON - AT DOORSILL 

(That is all you have to do , 
is j ust put those needles in 
the lemon? )  
Yes , but chew have tub write 
her name . Yo ' know whut ah 

mean, on a p iece of papah , yo ' know. Write her name on a piece of papah an ' den 
put her name an '  dos e  nine needles in dat lemon . [Algiers , La . , (1575 ) , 2899 : 9 . ] 

8640 . Well , a lemon , if yo ' wanta b reak somebody up ag ' in ,  lak a man an ' ' is 
wife or sompin lak dat , yo ' could take such a-thing as a lemon an ' yo ' could take 

(18) NEEDLES OR PINS : (1)  TO SEPARATE PEOPLE 
WRITE HIS AND HER NAME 9 TIMES EACH 
FOLD FROM YOU - CAYENNE PEPPER - LEMON 
( 2 )  TO PUT TOGETHER - HIS NAME 9 TIMES 
HER NAME 9 TIMES OVER - FOLDS TO HER 
MAKES WISHES - THEN 9 PINS OR GOLDHEAD 
NEEDLES - AND STICK TOP BACK ON LEMON 
BURY IN DAMP PLACE SO THAT LEMON ROTS 

body toge thah , yo ' take that man ' s  name , if it ' s  
down firs t an '  that woman , write her name down . 
she fold it comin ' tub her , see . Lak yo ' take a 
yo ' an '  make yore wish when yo ' fold de pap ah .  

that same cayenne peppah . An '  
yo ' wr i t e  their [man ' s ]  name 
down nine t imes an '  de woman 
who yo ' wanta break ' em up fro� 
Yo ' could write their name , but 
whosomevah doin ' it , well , dey 
could do it , dey could fold it , 
fold it but always fo ld it  froa 
dem. 
An ' if yo ' wants tub put some

a woman , an ' yo ' write his name 
An '  den she takes de  papah an ' 
papah an ' fold it comin ' tub 

An ' den yo ' take nine dressin ' [ ordinary ] p ins , ei thah yo ' could use needles , 
but de goldhead needles would be bettah - nine goldhead needles . An '  de top 
whut chew cut off  de lemon - see , yo ' cut de top off  de lemon an ' yo ' fold dat 
papah tight an ' yo ' push it  down in dat lemon . An '  yo ' take de top whut chew 
put an ' s tick dem nine needles , yo ' know , shut it back up but s t ick it all de 
way roun ' . An '  if yo ' got anyway a [ old- fashioned ] icebox an ' yo ' [have a drain 
to the outs ide for ] dis icebox an ' [ or ]  yo ' have de foam [ gut ter or drainage 
ditch ]  go through [by]  yore hous e .  Well , yo ' dig a hole an ' yo ' put it [ lemon ] 
in a moist  place where i t  goin '  be  wet all de time , s o  i t  could rotten .  See , 
an '  as dat lemon ro t away , yo ' see , it ' ll break ' em up . [Algiers , La . , (1586) , 
2 9 67 : 1 . ] 

86 41 . Well , if  a woman ' s  got a man - well j is '  like I ' ve got a husband an ' 
a woman wants to break me an ' my husband up . I ' ll say like that . Yo ' get a 
lemon an ' get yo ' some cayenne pepper an ' get yo ' some gunpowder . Yo ' take that 

(19 ) 9 TIMES WRITE HUSBAND ' S NAME - 9 TIMES 
OTHER WOMAN ' S - CUT LID ON TOP OF LEMON 
DIG HOLE IN PULP - INSERT PAPER WITH 
NAMES - CAYENNE PEPPER - GUNPOWDER 
TIE LID TO LEMON USING BLACK THREAD 
HANG OVER DOOR - DRYING LEMON PARTS THEM 

lemon , you wouldn ' t  cut it 
half in two , you only cut 
that top around the top , yo ' 
know , an ' yo ' raise it up 
like that and yo ' bore a 
hole in that lemon . 
(You cut the top like a lid 
and you bore a hole under 
that ? )  
Yes . Then yo ' will write this 

man ' s name nine times , and yours nine times over it , an ' yo ' s tick that down in 
that lemon an ' put that gunpowder - that gunpowder ' s for confus ion , that what ' s  
i t  fo r - an ' the red pepper . Then yo ' would take that lid an ' put it back over 
there like that . Yo ' get yo ' some b lack thread an ' yo ' tie that lemon tight , so 
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to b e  sure that nuthin that ' s  in there won ' t come out , an '  put it  up over the 
doo r anywhere . An' when [ as ]  that lemon dries up , they ' ll fuss an ' fight an ' 
finally dey ' ll break up an ' never go back together again . 

(Do you put your husband ' s  name in there and your name , or your husband ' s  
name and her name ? )  

My husband ' s  name and her name . [New Orleans , La. , ( 855) , 1351 : 1 . ] 
8642 . How long yo ' goin ' to  b e  here ?  
( I ' m  going to be here all this week , I think. ) 
WELL , YO ' KNOW THIS FELLOW CALLED MACK [SEE LATER] THAT BROUGHT ME HERE . 

WELL , JUST BEFORE YOU GET TO LEAVE THIS TOWN , YOU COME S IT DOWN TO ME AND I ' LL  
GIVE YOU A WHOLE LECTURE . NOW ,  I KIND OF KNOW WHAT YOU WANT [ARE ]  BUT I DON ' T  
LIKE TO TALK TOO FAST . 

An '  I [was b rought up with this ] an ' my 
thing that he wanted to  in that line . Yo ' 

grandfather could de practically any
see , an ' before he dies he instruct 

(20)  9 TIMES - 5 ONE WAY - 4 THE OTHER 
NAME WRITTEN ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
FOLDED WITH BLACK PEPPER - RED PEPPER 
PUT IN LEMON - UNDER HOUSE OR BURY 

me a great deal and since he died 
I have improved more in that line. 
Wel l ,  you can learn more . 
Now, for ins tance , if  yo ' stayin ' 
in this room here , an ' someone 
would want to make yo ' move out 

of this room , they would get a lemon , they would get parchment paper , an ' they 
would sign your name nine times , five one way and four the o ther [ an unusual 
arrangemen t ] , with b lack pepper , red pepper , an ' fold it up an ' put it down in 
that lemon , an ' thrown the lemon under the house , or either bury it .  An '  yo '  
won ' t be there very long . 

[ The preceding fe Z Z� aaZ Zed Maak we have met before : We reached New Orleans 
at night • • •  " !  to ld Edward" (my contact man from Mob ile) "I would not work for 
several days (I  wanting to b e  with my wife) , but he was to meet me for ins truc
tions next morning . I wanted him to find an old-time taximan , thoroughly reli
able , who knew the underworld o f  fortunetellers , doators , healers , and the like . 
Be came up with Mack Berryhill (see ILLUSTRATIONS ) .  No other person would have 
been b et ter and without him we could have failed" (vol . l ,  INTRODUCTION , p . XXXI ) . ]  

(21) PARCHMENT PAPER - VICTIM' S NAME ON 
PUT IN LEMON WITH BLACK PEPPER - RED 
PEPPER - SALT - SEW LEMON LID UP - BURY 
OR THROW INTO RIVER - BREAKS UP PEOPLE 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 816) , 
1154 : 1 . 1 
8643 . Hullin ' dat lemon out , 
an ' puttin ' de partahment papah 
in dere wit de party ' s name on 
dat , an ' putt in ' some red pep-

pah , salt , b lack peppah , sewin ' it up an ' buryin ' it anywhere in de soil , or else 
tro ' it in de rivah . Dat break up any party dat livin ' toge thah in comfort . 

(That is to break up a man and woman? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La. , (1560) , 285 2 : 9 . ] 
8 644 . (What do you do with that lemon? )  
Take yore lemon - j is '  ' long as de p in [as many 

(22)  PINS - TO PIN TOGETHER 2 HALVES OF LEMON 
HOLDING NAME OF PERSON YOU WANT BACK 

p ins as you have] will go 
roun ' it - an ' put de name of 
de individual dat chew want . 
Cut de lemon in half an ' put 
dat name in dere , an' den 

s ti ck it all r oun ' wi t p ins an ' bury it .  Dat ' ll bring ' em  back , too . 
(You mean you stick this lemon together by sticking pins through i t ? )  

Yessuh . Cut it [ lemon] in half . [Memphis , Tenn. , (925) , 1503 : 16 . ] -
8645 . They takes the lemon and they roll it soft , and they t ake that name and 

they wri te it nine t imes , j us t  like I showed you j ust now . And they take that 
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name and they shove it down in that lemon , and they put them some cayenne pepper 

( 23) ROLL LEMON - HAVING INSIDE - NAME 9 TIMES 
AND CAYENNE PEPPER - KEEP IN CORNER OF 
HOUSE - ROLL 3 TIMES DAILY BACK AND FORTH 

in there.  And they get a 
little small s topper and 
they s top that lemon up , and 
they keep it  up in the corner 
of the house .  And every day ,  

three times a day , they get that lemon and they roll it backwards and forwards . 
They ro ll i t  to them and they roll it from them. That ' s  their husband name they 
got up in there . That ' s  to keep their husb and there with them .  [New Orleans , 
La . , (845 ) , 1293 : 4 . ] 

8646 . [ To rub is an important magic rite we o ften ignore , despite our early 
acquaintance with Aladdin ' s lamp . In some cures rubb ing - up or down , in a cir
cle , or number of times - shows its own importance . Even . so ,  in the first edi
tion o f  Fo ZkZore from Adams County IZ Zinois , the word rub does not appear in the 
Index ! How could I have miss ed the well-known couplet : 

When your left hand itches 
Rub it on wood 
And it wi Z Z  aome good. (No . 3356)  

Moreover , there are other 
3339-334 2 . ] 

examples o f  rubbing in this division about HANDS : No s .  

De shoe sole - i f  yo ' don ' want somebody at chure house , take de shoe s ole 
an ' yo ' rub it till de bot tom of de f oo t  git hot . Yo ' call de person name nine 

(24)  RUB MAN ' S LEFT-SHOE SOLE UNTIL HOT 
CALL HIS NAME 9 TIMES - 9 TIMES WRITE 
WITH INDELIBLE PENCIL - PUT IN LEMON 
SEW UP WITH BLACK THREAD - BURY AT 
DOOR - EACH TIME HE GOES OUT - RUB 
THE SHOE AND CALL HIS NAME 9 TIMES 

times . Yo ' git a lemon an ' yo ' 
write de name down nine times wit 
a indelible pencil . Sew it up 
wit b lack thread an ' bury it undah 
any s tep or do ' whut dey gotta 
come by . An '  bury it undah dere . 
An '  everytime dey go out , yo ' 
take dat left-foot shoe an ' yo ' 

rub it  until de shoe s ole git hot an ' call dere name nine times . 
(Whos e  shoe sole do you rub ? ) 
Anybody dat yo ' don ' want at chure house . 

body dat yo ' don ' want dere . 
(And the name you say • • •  ? )  

Any individual , woman o r  man , any-

Yo ' j es '  writes it down nine times wit a indelible pencil . 
(And put that in a lemon? )  
In a lemon an ' sews i t  up wit black thread , No . 8  black thread , coarse black 

thread , an ' then bury it .undah a do ' s tep , or a s tep , anywhere where dey go tta 
come in . 

(That is  to keep them away from your house? ) 
Keep ' em away from your house .  [Algiers , La . ,  (157 7 ) , 2846 : 13 . ] 
864 7 . Now , yo ' take a lemon an ' put nine needles - nine goldeye needles -

an '  take cinnamon an ' cayenne peppah an ' sugah . Aftah dat chew take an ' sew it 

(25)  SOCK : 9 NEEDLES - CAYENNE PEPPER 
CINNAMON - SUGAR - IN LEMON - SEW UP 
WRITE NAME 9 TIMES PUT BOTH IN SOCK 
STOPS GAMBLING AND WOMEN OR KILLS HIM 

up . Aftah yo ' s ew it up , take 
an ' put it into de sock .  Yo ' 
write de name nine times an ' 
put it into dat sock .  Aftah dat 
yo ' j es '  keep it . Dat is really 
goin' tuh stop de fellah from 

gamblin '  an ' won'  foo l aroun ' wit any woman , anybody . If  he have anything to 
say ab out anybody [woman ] he s ee ,  he hate ' em ,  git agains t ' em .  An' along fin
ally , naturally he · leaves away . He leave heah lak on Friday , an ' yo ' won ' s ee 
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him no mo ' at all ,  he disappeah . An '  yo ' come tub f ind ' im  an ' he ' s s omewheres 
layin ' on de road daid . [New Orleans , La . , {156 1) , 285 7 : 8 . ] 

8648 . Yo ' take a lemon an ' yo ' cut it open an ' yo '  write a person [name] , 
j es '  lak anybody enemy to yo ' an ' yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' em .  An '  yo ' write their 

{ 26)  SQUARE PIECE OF PAPER : 9 TIMES WRITE 
NAME ALONG 2 DIAGONALS - ALTERNATELY 
CROSSING ONE ANOTHER - MAKING AN 11X" 
CROSSING AND 4 CORNERS MAKES QUINCUNX 
FOLD TO YOU 9 TIMES MAKING A TRIANGLE 
PUT IN LEMON - SEW WITH BLACK THREAD 
THROW INTO RIVER TO GET RID OF PERSON 

name nine times . Git chew a 
square piece o f  papah , write 
it nine times cross  disaway an ' 
nine times disaway , an ' nine in 
all fo ' corners - j i s '  cross ' em 
nine t imes . Den fold it nine 
times to yo ' . An' den yo ' put 
it in dat lemon . Den yo ' put de 
lemon back togethah . Sew it up 

wit black thread an ' throw dat in de rivah an '  yo ' git rid of it . [Memphis , 

( 2 7 )  SUGAR - NAME - LEMON - BURY UNDER STEPS 
Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2817 : 8 . ] 
8649 . Yo '  kin -take a name , a 
person name an ' sugah , if yo ' 

want ' em wit chew , an ' bury undah de s teps , front , e ithah back , wit de lemon . 
Well , dat make ' em  s tay wit chew if  yo ' want ' em  wit chew . 

{Do you put this s tuff - in the lemon or don ' t you put it in? ) 
Yo ' put de stuff in de lemon . Ah say tuh put it  in de lemon . [Algiers , La . , 

(15 9 6 ) , 3002 : 10 . ] 
8650 . Yo ' take dis party ' s  name an ' yo ' write it three times . Yo ' put dis 

name in de lemon an ' yo '  walk to  runnin ' water , an ' throw it over yore left  

(28)  THREE TIMES WRITE NAME - PUT IN LEMON 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER 

WHILE CALLING NAME .3 TIMES 

( 2 9 )  UP SIDE DOWN OR STEM END DOWN - BURY 
LEMON UNDER STEPS OF MAN AND WOMAN 
SEWED-UP LEMON CONTAINING THEIR NAMES 

shoulder an ' call dere name 
three times , an ' dey will go 
[makes p erson leave town] . 
[Washington , D . C . ,  ( 639 Doator 
Sims ) , 828 : 10 . ] 
8 651 . That will break up a per
son , too . 
(Well , how do they do that ? ) 
Wel l , they put the woman ' s  and 

the man ' s name . They cut the lemon and make a hole , you dig it out , an ' yo ' put 
this person ' s  name on it . An ' yo ' write their name , each name , an ' yo ' put it 
in de lemon . An' yo ' sew it up an ' yo ' bury it  upside down , under dere step , 
where dey have to pass back an ' forth . An '  dat break ' em  up . 

(You j us t  write the name once? ) 
Yes .  
(Of each person . ) 
Yeah . 
{This man and the woman? )  
Yeah . 
(And you bury this name upside down . ) [New Orleans , La . , (821) , 1185 : 8 . ] 
8652 . If  yo ' don ' t want a person , yo ' take a lemon an ' yo ' put it in de 

name - de coconut de same way , too - an ' yo '  go direct to de Miss issippi Rivah . 

(30) WATER : THROW INTO MI SSISSIPPI RIVER 
LEMON OR COCONUT CONTAINING NAME 

Yo ' go to de runnin' watah an '  yo ' 
take dat lemon an ' yo ' throw it . 
Now dos e  people ,  j es '  like yo ' s ee 
dat lemon driftin ' down de stream 

[ they will drif t away ] . [New Orleans , 
8653 .  Yo ' take a person ' s name an ' 

lemon an ' get in de middle of  de ferry 

La . , {826a) , 1213 : 2 . ] 
write i t  nine times an ' put it in dis 
- [I mean] get on de ferry an ' get  in de 
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(31)  WATER : BOARD FERRY AND THROW OVER LEFT 
SHOULDER INTO RIVER - NAME 9 TIMES IN 
LEMON - RUN THEM CLEAN OUT OF TilE CITY 

(32)  WATER : THROW INTO RIVER OVER SHOULDER 
LEMON WITH NAMES 9 TIMES AND RED PEPPER 

middle of de rivah an ' throw 
it ovah yore lef t  shouldah . 
Dat wil l run dem clean out o f  
de c i ty . O r  eithah yo ' d o  it 
wit a coconut • • •  de same way . 
[New Orleans , L a . , (814) , 
1148 : 10 . ] 
8654 . If yo ' wanta dr ive a 
pers on away from there , yo ' 
kin take such a thing as a 

lemon . Yo ' take this lemon an ' yo ' write their name down nine t imes . Yo ' put 
thei r  name into this lemon . Yo ' put some cayenne pepper , which is red p epper 
into this lemon , an ' yo ' go to de rivah an' throw it ovah yore shouldah back
wards , an ' they got t a  go . [New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 1370 : 4 . ] 

8655 . They use blues tone into a lemon , an ' s alt , black pepper , an ' cayenne 
p eppe r , an ' the woman ' s  an ' man ' s  name , an ' throw it in the river . That makes 

( 33) WATER : THROW INTO RIVER LEMON CONTAINING 
NAMES OF MAN AND WOMAN - BLACK PEPPER 
BLUESTONE - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT 

( 34 )  WATER BOILED - EVERY MORNING BEFORE 
SUNRISE - POUR ON LEMON BURIED UPSIDE 
DOWN - LEMON CONTAINING NAMES OF MAN 
AND WOMAN - ALSO MIXED CAYENNE PEPPER 
AND GUNPOWDER - BOTH FROM NEW BOXES 
KEEPS THEM IN AN UPROAR ALL THE TIME 

them dri ft .  
(You put this all ins ide the 
lemon? ) 
Yes , sir . [New Orleans , La . , 
(804 ) , 1130 : 9 . ] 
8 656 . Jus t like if yo ' wanta 
dere ' s a woman dat ah was 
livin ' wit an ' she ' s  livin ' 
wi t s omeone els e  an ' ah want 
tuh put ' em in hot watah . What 
ah mean , ah want tuh keep ' em 
af ight in ' dat dey can ' t git 

along . Ah go an '  ah gets me a lemon , an ' ah cuts dis lemon open . Ah get me a 
fresh box o f  cayenne p eppah an ' gunpowdah . Ah mix ' em up de same amount an ' puts 
it intuh dis lemon . An '  ah put s dere name in it . Dat is if ah ain ' t go t none of 
' er wearin ' [ clothes ] , see .  Ah burie s dis up s ide down . Every mornin ' ah boils 
me a pot  o f  watah ' fore sunrise an ' ah pours it on dat . Yo ' s ee . An '  dat keeps 
' em in a uproar all de time . [New Orleans , La . , ( 838) , 1262 : 2 . ] 

865 7 .  I f  h e  leaves ' er an ' go away , an '  she find out whar he is . Al l  r ight , 
i f  he wri te her - all right , she write ' im an ' he wil l write ' e r  b ack . Well , she 
knows his name , he takes an ' writes de firs ' le t tah , capital lettah , an '  de 
o thers is following . Wr ite her name under it . She takes it to de lef t , j es t  
like she coming down d e  s tep s , corner o f  her s teps , d i s  way to d e  left bottom 

LETTER : THE FIRST ONE SHE RECEIVES FROM AB SENT 
MAN - SHE WRITES HER NAME UNDER FIRST NAME IN 
SI GNATURE TO HI S LETTER - THEN BURIES IT FACE 
DOWN ON LEFT SIDE OF STEPS LEAVING HOUSE - HE 
WILL RETURN IN AS MANY DAYS AS HE WAS AWAY 

s tep , she ' ll bury dat . 
(The left of the s teps coming 
in? ) 
[No , le f t  s ide of s teps as she 
come s down . ] 
Comin ' in whar he used tuh go . 
All right , she bury it . She 

wrap de pap ah up an ' she turns it  on its face thataway , yore [her ] name an ' ' is 
name , an ' yo ' count de day s  dat he ' s b een gone if  yo ' kin rememb er , an ' de length 
o f  days , if i t ' s  a hundred or if i t ' s  150 . In 150 more he ' ll be walkin ' right 
b ack in dat do ' from de t ime dat he le f t .  [ S t .  Pe tersbur g ,  Fla . , (9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 3 . ] 

865 8 . Ah know yo ' t ake a weep in ' wil low an ' yo ' put as many no tches on it as 
let tahs in yore name , an ' den t i e  it acro ss an '  throw it in de yard where yo ' 
work at , an ' de woman dat yo ' think ' s got yo re j ob , s ay , "Yo ' shall leave dere . "  
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LETTERS - AS MANY AS IN NAME - CUT KNOTCHES FOR 
IN A WEEPING WILLOW SWITCH - TIE TWO ENDS OF 
TOGETHER FORMING A CROSS - THROW INTO YARD 
WHERE YOU FORMERLY WORKED - SAYING TO WOMAN 
WHO HAS YOUR OLD JOB "YOU SHALL LEAVE HERE" 
YOUR OLD JOB WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU NEXT DAY 

An '  yo ' kin git chure j ob de 
next mawnin ' • 
(That is to get the other per
son ' s  j ob ? ) 
She take [ took ]  mah j ob .  Ah 
want mah j ob back .  
(To get your j ob back ,  you 
take a willow switch and you 

tie as many notches in it , cut notches in it as 
name . )  

many letters as she has in her 

Yes , an '  den tie it dataway an '  tro ' [ throw] it in de yard an '  she ' ll  leave 
dere . 

(You tie it like this?  What - you cut it in two then ? )  
Yes . Nawsuh [no s ir ] , we don ' cut it in two . Jes ' take d e  two willows an ' 

tie a s tring aroun ' ' em  an' throw i t  in de yard an ' dey ' ll leave dere . 
(And you cut the notches in these willows ? )  
Yessuh , as many [notches as ] le ttahs in her name 

lettahs in her name or six or seven lettahs , maybe , 
(Here are two willow swit ches . Now she has five 

cut five on each s t ick then? ) 

yo ' s ee . If  she got five 
cut dem many . 
letters in her name . You 

Yessuh , an ' den tie it togethah an ' tro ' it in de yard where she take de j ob 
' way from yo ' ,  an ' she ' ll leave dere . 

(You j us t  make an "X" ? )  
[After restudying this rite I am afraid my ques t ioning may have complicated 

i t .  Surely one switch ins tead of two was used , this stick being bent and tied 
in a circle so that the two ends formed a cross . To regain her j ob my informant 
vas crossing her succes sor out of  the j ob .  Two s eparate willow switches could 
have been cro ssed and tied for the same purpose . ]  [Wilson , N. Car . , (1505) , 
2672 : 1 . ] 

8659 . You 
Zodestone an ' 

take his name an ' write it nine times , an ' git choo a he an ' she 
put it  in there with his name , an ' git a silver dime from ' im. An '  

LODESTONE - HE AND SHE VARI ETIES - HI S NAME 
WRITTEN 9 TIMES - A DIME FROM HIM - WISH 
WRAP THESE THINGS TO YOU - WEAR IN BAG 

he ' ll give yo ' ever ' nickel of  
money he kin make or scrape . 
(What do you do with that after you 
get this s tuff together? )  
Yo ' make i t  like in a little bag 

an' yo ' pin i t  on yo ' .  Yo ' see , yo ' write his name firs t ,  yo ' make yore wish 
j is '  w' atevah yo ' want done , yo ' unders tan ' ,  an ' den yo ' wrap it up to yo ' an '  
.ake yore wish an ' sew it up an ' wear i t on yo ' .  

(What do you do with this dime? ) 
Put it  in there with dat - dat lodestone . 

[Hew Orleans , La. , ( 7 90) , 1101 : 2 . ] 
866 0 .  (How d o  they d o  that ? )  

Draws it , draws his money to yo ' . 

Well ,  they makes up a little bag an ' takes an '  puts lodes tone in it , an '  this 
here Conkah Root ;  put Conkah Root Powdah , cinnamon an ' things , an ' if dey wanted 

LODESTONE - CONKAH ROOT POWDER - CINNAMON - DIME 
IN BAG - WEAR - IF MAN WANTED - ADD HIS NAME 

becomes a love hand by the addition of a pers on ' s 
(826) ' 1206 : 1 . ] 

8661 . Yo ' could put three matches , three pods 
woman name , an ' put it in de ' east [yeas t ]  powder 

a man they sew de man ' s  name 
up in dat , wi th a dime in 
dere an ' den dey weah it . 
( I  see . ) [A gambl ing hand 

name . ] [New Orleans , La . , 

of red pepper , an '  a man an ' 
cup [ can ] an ' bury it . That 
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breaks them up . Bury it under de house somewhere , under de s teps . ' Eas t powder.  

MATCHES 3 - PODS OF  RED PEPPER 3 - NAMES OF 
MAN AND WOMAN IN YEAST CAN - BURY UNDER ' HOUSE 

Yo ' know , what dey put , ' eas t 
powder in a can , what yo ' make 
bread . Yo ' s top i t  into de can 
an ' bury it anywhere in yore 

backyard , 
1130 : 8 . ] 

but say it ' s  bes t to be  under de hous e .  [New Orleans , La. , (804) , 

866 2 .  Ah kin take three matches an ' 
Yo ' may walk by me . Yo ' walk on by me . 

s tic� ' em up - see ,  let de head be up . 
Ah wants to take de upper hand o f  yo ' .  

MATCHES 3 - HELD UPRIGHT - AS PERSON PASSES 
CALL HI S NAME 3 TIMES - HE WILL LOOK BACK 
ONCE - THIS CATCHES A PERSON ' S SCENT OR SPIRIT 
BURY MATCHES AT HOME - PERSON IN YOUR POWER 

Well , now ah ' ll take dem three 
matches an ' when yo ' git  by me , 
if  ah know yo ' name , ah ' ll call 
yore name three t imes . Yo ' 
won ' t  look back but one t ime .  
D e  o ther t ime yo ' ain ' t going 

to look back . That ' s  when ah wanta take de upper hand of  yo ' • Well , all r ight , 
chew go on to de second block or yo ' may walk to de third b lock .  Yo ' stop ,  yo ' 
s top right s till an ' yo ' ll turn back . But when yo ' git back to where ah 'm  been , 
ah ' m  gone ; but ah done got de scent of  yo ' an ' yo ' do j es t  what ah want , an ' ah 
kin git anythin ' yo ' got .  

(What do you do wi th those matches then? ) 
Ah take dem three mat ches an '  ah ' ll j es '  let ' em - an ' call yo ' back . Ah ' ll 

take dem three matches an ' carry dem to my house an ' put ' em down an ' bury ' em. 
[The preceding r ite evidently derives from the well-known spirit-catching one 

in which a person ' s name is called and his answering voice is s topped up in a 
bottle .  Here we catch a pas sing person ' s s cent b y  calling his name three times . 
He does not answer , merely looks round once . I do not recall another example 
of the rite . The informant , a good one , evidently bel ieve s it . ] [ Charleston , 
s .  Car . , (525) , 629 : 3 . ] 

866 3 .  (Measure you with cords ? How do they d o  that? ) 
Well , j es t  like if I know yo ' is  five feet or [ and ] s ix inches , or three [ ! ] 

feet six inches ,  ah ' ll walk by yo ' an ' ketch de height of  myself . [He compares 

MEASURING : PERSON ' S HEIGHT BY COMPARING WITH OWN 
CALL PERSON ' S NAME - 9 KNOTS IN CORD - BURIED 
WITH INGREDIENTS INCLUDING GRAVEYARD DIRT 

his height with that o f  his 
victim ' s . ] Ah take a length 
o f  cord an ' go [ s tep ] back 
an ' put it  in nine [ loos e ]  
knots . Den ah ' ll call yo ' 

name . [Then the knots  are tightened . ]  Den ah ' d  go back an ' get me dat s tuff 
[previous ly mentioned ] and get some graveyard dus t an ' set i t  up dere , right 
dere . Run yo ' away or make yo ' do enythin ' ah wantcha [want you ]  tuh do - leave 
de town [ for example ] . [ Charleston ,  s .  Car . , ( 519 , Doator Maguin or San Man
gain , see No . 7 228 , p . 3216) , 615 : 5 . ] 

8664 . A man tole me he knew how to git a p erson who ' s  away , if  he ' s  in love 
enough an ' want to come , want to take yo ' back. Why yo ' - he say nail up a nail 

NAIL : DRIVE OVER DOOR THROUGH WHICH HE LEFI' 
LOOK AT NAIL EACH NIGHT FOR 9 NIGHTS 
CALL HIS NAME 9 TIMES EACH NIGHT SAYING 
" COME BACK, AH WANT CHOO TUH COME BACK" 

ovah de do ' which dey went out de 
las t t ime . An' each night before 
yo ' retire , dat yo ' must  s tand an ' 
look at dis nail an ' call dis par
t y ' s name nine times , an ' says each 
time , " Come back , ah want choo tuh 

come back . " An '  do dat fer nine nights , nine t imes each night . An '  i f  dey had 
anythin'  to come wit , dey ' d  come back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (217 ) , 126 : 3+8 5 . ] 

8665 . If yo ' want to kill a person - i f  yo ' go t it in fo ' dem - git chew a 
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nail an '  go to a tree . Turn j es ' towards de sun , de sunrise see , an ' yo ' nail 
dat nail in de tree s ee ,  an '  call his name three t imes . In nine day ' s  time why 

he ' ll be  dead . 

NAIL - DRIVE INTO SUNRISE S IDE OF TREE - CALLING 
ENEMY ' S  NAME 3 TIMES - ENEMY DIES WITHIN 9 DAYS 

(Well , now , does he nail to
ward the sun or does he nail 
it on the sunrise s ide of the 
tree? ) 
Well , j es '  lak [ demonstrates ] 

de sun ris in '  disaway . See de tree se ttin ' dat way . Yo ' nail dat right in de 
tree towards de sunrise . 

(While you are facing the sunrise? Or on that s ide o f  the tree which faces 
the sunrise? ) 

See , de tree will face de sun . 
(And you put it  in that side of  the tree? ) 
Yo ' nail it  right in de side where de tree face de sun . [Florence , S .  Car . , 

(1318) , 2263 : 3 . ] 
8666 . Ef [ i f ]  yo ' don ' know who i s  in co ' t  [ court - a witness agains t you ] 

but chew wanta kill ' im.  When yo ' know his name - well , if yo ' know his name 
[ the whole rite changes ] ,  take a tenpenny nail an ' st ick it up side o f  a pine 
tree . An ' hit it eighteen times an ' de nineteenth time he is  a dead man . 

NAIL - DRIVE INTO PINE TREE - HITTING IT 18 TIMES 
EACH TIME CALLING ENEMY ' S NAME - DIES ON BLOW 19 

(If you want to  kill him . ) 
Yes . 
(I s ee .  You call his name 
how many times did you say? ) 
Eighteen time an ' de 20th 
time - call ' im 18 time an ' 

de 19th t ime yo ' drive it  to de butt [ the head of  the nail al� the way ] . 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , (525) , 6 29 : 8 . ] 
8667 . I f  yo ' nail nine nails an ' call 
a person name , dey ' ll always b e  down . 

NAILS 9 - NAILED INTO FLOOR WHILE CALLING 
PERSON ' S NAME 9 TIMES - YO ' NAIL 'EM DOWN 

(Where did you say they nail them 
down? ) 
Nail nine nails down . 
(Where? ) 
Nail ' em  down on de floor . 
(Yes . ) 
An '  as yo ' nail ' em down , call dat 

person ' s name . Don ' t care where yo ' nail ' em at . An ' call dere nail nine times 
as yo ' nail dem nine nails . Dey ' ll always be down. Yo ' see , when yo ' nail ' em  
in ,  yo ' nai l 'em dOwn . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 98) , 1115 : 7 . ] 

8668 . Well , yo ' use needles in a way dat a - say fer nins tance [ an instance] 
yo ' courtin ' a young girl , an ' yo ' want tuh gain influence in a decent way wit 

REEDLES 2 CROSSED THROUGH NAME ON PAPER - WEAR 
de girl , yo ' understan ' ,  an ' 
want ' er mind direct attached 
tuh yo ' . Yo ' take two needles 

an '  cross ' em.  Take her name - yo ' f irst get ' er name an ' ' er name ' s  on a papah . 
Den yo ' take two needles an ' cross  those two needles [ through that paper] an ' yo ' 

vear dem inside o f  yore ves t  pocket , coat pocket , or shirt pocket . Den she will 
come an ' influence with yo ' .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (812 ) , 1143 : 5 . ] 

8669 .  Yo ' take an ' git chew a pack o f  b ran ' -new needles an ' yo ' buy yo ' a 
beef tongue . An ' yo ' put nine needles in it an ' yo ' take dat beef tongue an '  
yo ' bury i t  toward de east aoast o f  de tree , or r ight undah de tree in de no ' th 
corner o f  yore garden or yore fence . Dat ' s  tuh kill dem . Kill me or anybody 
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els e .  I t ' ll rot . Yo ' put de name on de tongue . 

NEEDLES 9 - NEW - PIN TO YOU INTO OR ON BEEF 
TONGUE - PAPER WITH NAME 9 TIMES - BURY EAST 
SIDE OF TREE OR UNDER TREE IN NORTH CORNER 
OF GARDEN OR YARD - BURY UPS IDE DOWN - WHEN 
THIS TONGUE ROTS - PERSON NAMED WILL BE DEAD 

(All right . You didn ' t tell me 
that . )  
Well , ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now . 
(Now , how do I know? ) 
We-11 ,  ah ' m  tell yo ' . 
(How do you put the name on the 
tongue , now? Tell me . ) 
Nine t ime , an ' on a piece o f  
papah , an ' pin it wit dem needles 

nine times . Nine needles , s e e . An '  yo '  
down . An ' when dat tongue rot , dey rot . 

8670 . Yo ' take nine needle s .  

p in dat an ' yo ' bury dat tongue upside 
[ Algiers , La . , (159 3 ) , 2994 : 13 . ] 

(Nine needles . ) 
An' yo ' take de name o f  de person , 

a man an ' a woman ' s affair , too . Yo ' 
yo ' write his name down. Yo ' see , dat ' s 
see , yo ' write yore husband ' s  name down 

NEEDLES 9 - HI S NAME WRITE 9 TIMES - HER NAME 
3 TIMES OVER HI S FORMING "f1 OR CROS S - NEEDLES 
IN PAPER FOLD TO YOU - WRAP IN SOCK - KEEP UNDER 
LINOLEUM OR SOMETHING HE MUST ALWAYS WALK OVER 

nine times an ' yo ' write yores 
three t ime ovah dat . Den yo ' 
put de nine needles an '  yo ' 
f old it tub yo ' ,  an ' yo ' wrap 
i t  up in de sock , an ' yo ' keep 
it undah linoleum or s omethin ' 

where he has to cros s ovah 
easy to handle ] yo ' s e e .  

it  - pass ovah it - an ' dat ' s  to keep ' im kind [ and 

(How do you write those names? You write h is name nine times . )  
No , yo ' write his name nine times like dat [ demons trate s ] . Well , all right . 

Den yo ' come three t imes acros s  [ demons trates ] .  
(Make it l ike - your name and his name forms an "X" . ) 
Yeah - see - look. Look [demons trates ] dat ' s  nine t imes , nine times , an ' 

write three times [ across ] .  Mine [ a  woman ] . 
(You form an "X" - like a cross . )  
Yes , like dat [ demons trates ] .  
(And then you fo ld it  to you. ) 
Yes , to yo ' . [New Orleans , La . , (821) , 1184 : 9 . ] 
867 1 . (Take a brand-new piece o f  clo th . )  
Write a person ' s name on it  an ' stick nine needles an ' nine p ins into it . 

That wi ll keep them down, they can ' t have any luck . 

NEEDLES 9 - PINS 9 - NAME ON NEW CLOTH 

NEEDLES 9 - P INS 9 - TACKS 9 - SUGAR LUMPS 9 
TACKS NEW AND PERHAPS NEEDLES AND PINS 
SPOONFUL OF HONEY - HALF SPOONFUL OF DRAWING 
POWDER - TEASPOONFUL JOHN DE CONKAH POWDER 
NAME OF PERSON WANTED ON PAPER - ALL IN BOTTLE 
9 DAYS - KNOCK ON OWN DOOR 3 TIMES TO BRING HIM 

(You mean it keeps them from 
having luck and all that sort 
of thing , keeps them in trouble 
all the time . ) [Mobile , Ala . , 
(653? ) 855 : 2 . ] 
8672 . They put nine needles ,  
nine pins , nine new tacks , nine 
loaves of sugah , a spoon of 
honey , a halfa spoon of  drawin ' 
powdah , a teaspoonful o f  John 
de Conkah Root Powdah [ all in a 
bottle ] . An ' dey ' ll s top dat 

up fer nine day . [Afterwards , to perform the rite ] they ' ll gi t to de door [their 
own doo r ]  an ' dey ' ll knock three times , an ' dey will call de person [your name ] -
wit yore name [writ ten on a piece o f  paper ] in dat bottle . Dey turn dat bottle 
upwards [ ups ide down] [ during the ceremony ] an ' dat ' s  supposed to keep yo ' wor-
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ried . An ' dey call 
[Preceding loaves = 

yo ' ,  whenevah dey wan ' choo [want you ] to come by knockin ' .  
lumps of sugar . ] [New Orleans , La . , (802) , 1118 : 6 . ] 

9 TIMES - NAME WRITTEN 
BURIED UNDER DOOR WITH RED PEPPER 

TO MAKE MOVE 

8 67 3 .  (Will you tell me j us t  what they 
did? ) 
Yeah , dey planted mah name an ' buried me 
undah de steps . 
(How did they do it ? How do you mean they 
planted your name? )  
They write mah name down on papah an' dey 
buried me undah de s teps . 
(What did that do ? )  
Dat made me move . 
(Oh , that made you move ? )  
Yes . 
(Jus t write your name on a piece o f  paper 
and that made you move out ? )  

nine times . Ah don ' t 
(How many time s ? )  
Nine times . 

Yes sir . Dey put mah name down , so dey say , 
know [what they did ] . 

(I  see . ) 
Wi th my name • • •  cayenne pepper . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 81) , 1082 : 3 . ] 
8674 . Yo ' take a plain p iece of  papah . 
(A clean p iece o f  paper . )  
Yo ' take a p iece , yo ' see . A man take a papah , a sheet of papah or anythin ' ,  

yo ' undahs tand . Why yo ' could write his name nine t imes or mos t  anything else 
[ such as come homeJ etc. ] . GIVE 
ME A PIECE OF PAPAH AN '  AH SHOW 

9 TIME S  - SHE WRITES HIS NAME - FOLDS TO HER 
YO ' SOMPIN . 
[ I  tear a sheet from my Numbers 
Book .  1 
Yo ' s ee yo ' fold dat an ' see , she 

lines . An' she write his name - j us t ,  
dat different ways [ demons trates ] .  

(Fold it to you . ) 

write dat name nine t imes on nine 
yo ' know , write  it nine times , an ' fold 

Fold it to yo ' all de t ime . Well , aftah yo ' fo ld dat to yo ' , s tick it up 
ovah dere . She ' s comin ' back tuh dat man in no time . She can ' t s tay away . 

[His stick it up over there was too indefinite . ] 
(Where do you stick it?  Where do you s tick the paper up ? )  
Well , yo ' kin put i t  anywhere yo ' want . Yo ' j ust  - she ' s gotta come b ack . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 726 ) , 998 : 3 . ] 
867 5 . Take that name and put it nine times , and she wear it in the bottom 

of her foo t .  She keep her s tockings on all day long and she keep that name right 
under the palm o f  her foot . An '  keep her s tockin ' on , dat ' s  to keep it from 
working out . That draw her husband back home to her . 

9 TIMES WRITE NAME - WEAR AT BOTTOM OF FOOT 

9 TIMES - WRITE HI S NAME - WISH 
WEAR IN RIGHT SHOE TO BRING BACK 

(I see . She writes the name nine 
t imes as you showed me before? ) 
Yes , s ir , nine times . [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 845) ,  129 3 : 5 . ] 
8676 . Yo ' kin write his name nine 
times an ' ·make a wish an ' den yo ' 
kin wear it in yore right shoe an ' 
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he ' ll come back .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 154 2 } ,  2 7 88 : 4 . ] 
867 7 .  Yo ' kin take a pencil an ' write a man ' s name nine times an ' whoevah 

yo ' is , i f  yo ' want ' im ,  yo ' write ' is name on a piece of  papah nine times an '  

9 TIMES - SHE WRITES HI S NAME - HERS ON TOP 
SHE WEARS NEXT TO HER SKIN - HE THINKS OF HER 

tuh ' er skin on ' er princess s lip , an '  he will 

write her name on de top of dat 
papah - on top de line dat his ' n  
is wrote on . Write it on dere 
an ' take an ' let ' er wear it nex ' 

always have ' er on his mind . 
[Memphis , Tenn. , (948} , 1528 : 12 . ] 

86 7 8 . Take his name down nine 
name down three times . All right 

t imes on a p iece of  papah an ' yo ' write her 
an '  she git her some sugah an ' some cinnamon 

9 TIMES HIS NAME - 3 TIMES HER NAME 
PUT SUGAR AND CINNAMON IN THE PAPER 
FOLD 3 TIMES TO HER - WEAR IN LEFT SHOE 
AFTER HER COMES BACK - TO KEEP HIM 
TAKES HER FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS 
GRATES AND PUTS IN FOOD SHE COOKS HIM 

an ' she put dat on dat papah an ' fold 
it three times to her an ' wear it in 
' er left shoes . Dat ' s  tuh git him 
back home . Now , when she gits him 
back home , tuh keep him from goin ' 
with any othah woman , she takes her 
fingernails an ' her toenails an ' git 
a part  of her hair .

' 
An ' grate dat all 

up togethah an ' put it in whatevah she cooks , an ' give it  to him an ' he cain ' t  
leave ' er.  [Algiers , La . ,  (15 9 7 } , 3003 : 2 . ] 

8679 . [The doator in the following rite for a j ob has an organized mind , 
though I was too recent in New Orleans at that time to realize it . In face , on 

9 NAMES TO GET A JOB : INGREDIENTS AND ACTIONS 
IN ORDER : CINNAMON - RAINWATER - LODESTONE 
WITH CANDY STRIPES - FOUR CORNERS - FILE 
HORN OF RAM - WINTERGREEN PASTURE OIL [ GREEN 
PASTURE OIL ? ] - SUGAR - SILVER DIME FILED 
YELLOW PAPER - WRAP THESE INGREDIENTS TWICE 
FOLD TO YOU - KEEP LEFT POCKET - ADAM-AND-EVE 
[HE AND SHE] - SHE IS IN YOUR POCKET - POWDER 
THE HE - PUT IN RAINWATER AND RIVER WATER OR 
HYDRANT WATER - PUT IN 2 GLASSES - LET STAND 
3 DAYS - THEN POUR INTO 1 GLAS S - 3 THINGS 
THE SE : CINNAMON - LODESTONE - WINTERGREEN 
PASTURE OIL - LET SET 3 DAYS - REMOVE WATER 
BEFORE SEEKING JOB - WRITE FOREMAN ' S  NAME 
9 TIMES BACKWARDS - FOLD TO YOU - WRITE YOUR 
NAME ON TOP 9 TIMES FORWARDS - LAY NAMES 
IN THAT WATER WHERE ALL YOUR STUFF IS - ON 
LEAVING HOME TO SEEK JOB - WASH HANDS IN THIS 
WATER - PUT THE LODESTONE IN POCKET WITH THE 
SHE ADAM-AND-EVE - WHEN TALKING TO FOREMAN 
CHEW TOBACCO WITH PIECE OF SHE ADAM-AND-EVE 
HOLD LODESTONE THING - RUB IT - MAKE WISHES 
ON LEAVING - WISH SOME MAN ON JOB LOSES IT 
SO THAT YOU CAN HAVE HI S JOB - SAY PRAYERS 
WITHIN A WEEK [ 7  DAYS ] YOU ' LL HAVE HI S JOB 

this original transcription I 
formerly had a note use with 
aare , which can still be  seen 
despite my later erasure . ]  
When yo ' go t o  ge t a j ob - ah ' ll 
tell yo '  ab out de j ob proposi
tion .  I t  j us t  like if yo ' was 
out o f  a j ob an ' yo ' runnin ' in 
bad luck . Yo ' can ' t be s uccess
ful in nuthin dat yo ' s tart . 
Well , yo ' get yo ' some of  dis 
seniment .  Yo ' get some of  dis 
seniment with this rain water . 
(What is seniment ?  What is  
that ? }  
Dat ' s  a powder . 
(What does it look like ? } 
It  look j ust  like - yo ' ever s een 
this powder what they call that 
brown-skin p�der? 
(You mean cinnamon powder? } 
Yeah . 
(Cinnamon powder .  All right . }  
[How did I ever guess it ! ]  
Yo ' take dat seniment powder. 
An' yo ' get some of  dis seniment 
p�der an ' yo ' get what yo ' call 

this lodes tone ; but ask for lodes tone , s ee ,  
little s tripe . 

with candy s tripes . I t ' s  go t a 

(What kind of  s tripes ? }  
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Candy s tripes . Just say , "Give me some o f  de lodes tone . "  
(Like this candy - now wait a minute ! It ' s  like this candy they got in the 

count ry s tores , candy s tripes ? )  
Yes , j ust like that ; round , see . 
(And what do they call that ? )  
Lodes tone . 
(You said something about four-something . Four what? ) 
[ Informant said it while recording machine turned o f f . ] 
FO '  corners . Yo ' j us t  get d e  fo ' corners . Well , if  it  ain ' t got fo ' corners , 

vell yo ' j us t  t ake anything , a file or s omepin like dat an ' put ' em  there . 
(You have to make it  square . Four co rners . All right . )  
Yeah . Yo ' go anywhere they got them rams - yo ' see , them rams , or anywhere 

yo ' know them ramho rns at . [Cowhorn appears several times in Hoodoo . This could 
be the only ramho rn . ] Yo ' gets a file an ' yo ' file some of that dus t down there 
(with the lodes tone dus t ] .  Then yo ' ge t some o f  this here o il what yo ' call that 
green - Wintergreen Pastu:t>e Oi Z .  

(Wintergreen? ) 
Wintergreen Pastures Oi Z.  
(GREEN PASTURES OIL?)  
[ SURELY THE ENTERPRIS ING HOODOO-PRODUCTS SALESMAN SHOULD HAVE NAMED IT "PSALM 

23 OIL" ! ] 
Yeah , an ' yo ' take some sugar an ' seniment an ' lodes tone , An ' take a si lver 

dime an ' yo ' file dat s ilver dime on a p iece of paper j ust  where yo ' go t this 
stuff [various ingredients ]  at , Yo ' take a piece of yellah paper - it [ lode
stone? ] comes with yellah paper - an '  yo ' wrap it up twice . Yo ' fold it coming 
to you . Then , after yo ' take this Wintergreen Pasture Oi Z  an '  yo ' put over i t , 
an '  yo ' put it in your pocket . Keep that in yore left pocket .  Then yo ' goes 
back an '  yo ' get this he Eve [Adam and Eve ] roo t , see . He Eve roo t . 

(He Eve root? ) 
Yeah , yo ' go back an ' get that an '  yo ' got hit , yo ' got de she roo t in yore 

pocke t , yo ' understand . Yo ' take that - powder up that p i ece there - an ' yo ' get 
some rain water an ' river water or hydrant wat er [ 3  running waters ] ,  or anything 
like that , an ' yo ' put it in two glasses . Put it in two glasses like that an ' 
yo '  let it set , af ter yo ' ve mixed it . Well , heap up j us t about de same amount 
in each glas s . Yo ' leave it set there fo ' three days . Aftah yo '  leave it  set 
there fo ' three days , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' pour it  into one glass . Then yo ' take 
this here - this seniment , lodestone an '  di s Wintergreen Pasture OiZ .  Well , yo ' 
put i t  in de glass , in one glass , an ' yo ' let it set there fo ' three days . Den 
take that water o f f  - take dat watah off before yo ' go out to see about a j ob .  
Jus t like , if  yo ' know the foreman ' s name , yo ' take his name an ' yo ' write his 
... e nine t imes backwards , j us t  like i f yo ' write it  backwards this  way nine t imes 
(demons trates ] .  Then yo ' fold it , fold it comin ' to yo ' like dat [demons trates] . 
then yo ' wri te yore name on de top of it , but yo ' must write yore name forwards . 

Oirite your name what ? )  
The right way . 
(You write your name forwards . All right . )  
Then yo ' take dat an ' yo ' put it down in dat water where all yore s tuf f is 

in the morning when yo ' going out - j ust when yo ' going out to the fo reman . Yo ' 

8Dt his name . Well , when yo ' get ready to go there , yo ' take this water out of 
there . Yo ' pour it out in a basin or anything like that , an ' yo ' take it an ' 
yo' wash yo ' hands good with i t , an ' yo ' wash yore fingers . Yo ' takes this here 
lodes tone an '  yo ' put it in yore pocket with this she Eve root . Yo ' walk to him 
.. .  when yo ' get there , be fore yo ' ask , j us t  like yo ' take a piece of chewing 
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tobacco , cut a little piece o f f  dat she root an ' put it in your mouth . An '  get 
this here lodestone thing in your hand like that an ' rub it , an ' make yore wishes , 
as yo ' walk up to him an ' ask ' im for a j ob .  Probably he may not have nuthin to 
do right then , but he ' ll run his hand in his pocket if he got any money an ' he ' ll 
give yo ' a piece of money . The f irs t opening that he have - WHEN YO ' LEAVE FROM 
THERE , YO ' LL MAKE A WISH FOR ANY - JUST LIKE ANY JOB YO ' WANT AROUND THERE , YO ' 
MAKE A WISH FOR ANY BAD LUCK TO HAPPEN TO ' EM  PEOPLE AT THAT PLACE . SAY PRAYERS , 
AN '  IN A WEEK ' S  TIME [ 7  DAYS ] YO ' LL HAVE A JOB . There no favor that yo ' ask ' im  
that he could turn yo ' down . If he ain ' t  got it at de present time , he will tell 
yo ' a way to come an ' get it . [New Orleans , La. , (829) , 1226 : 2 . ] 

8680 . Then, what they would do to make yo ' move out of that house , they would 
get yore - try to get some close friend of yours to get yore right shoe . They 
would burn that right sho e .  They ' d  get up before day in de mawnin '  an ' burn that 
right shoe . Before twelve or one o ' clock , they ' d  take that , they ' d  sprinkle it 

at yore door , dat [ shoe ashes ] .  
( I  understand . ) 

OIL OF CEDAR - POUR AT DOOR WHERE YOU BURIED 
HIS RIGHT SHOE ASHES - BURNED BEFORE DAY AND 
PUT AT DOOR BEFORE 12 NOON OR 1 PM - WRITE 

Well , they ' d go to work then 
an ' they ' d  get oil o f  cedar . 
(Oil of cedar? ) 

HIS NAME 9 TIMES - FOLD FROM YOU - BURY AT DOOR 
OR WHERE HE WALKS - MAKES HIM MOVE AND DRIFT 

They ' d  take oil of cedar an ' 
they would pour dat down . 
(Where would they pour that ? )  

[where they put the shoe 
out over . Well then yo ' 
they would write it nine 
that name an ' they would 
place , yo ' d  want to stay 
off . 

They pour it  right at your door 
ashes ] ,  at yore front door , where yo ' are bound to come 
get ' em  [ they have you ! ] .  They would take yore name an ' 
times an ' they would fold that from them .  They ' d  take 
bury that . Yo ' begin to drif t .  Yo ' wouldn ' t  like that 
away from dat place . Dat ' s  de place they ' d  drive yo ' 

(Do they bury that in any special place ? )  
They ' d bury i t  a t  d e  door where yo ' - o r  in d e  path , so you ' d  have to come 

over . They ' d bury it so you ' d have to come over i t .  Yo ' understand . 
( I  understand . That makes you move ? )  
That ' d  make yo ' move . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 31) , 1234 : 8 . ] 
8681 . Well , yo ' can do a heap with onions . 
(What for example ? )  
Yo ' can take a onion an ' write names an ' open dat onion an '  sew it up , put 

that in there an ' sew that onion up . An '  take that onion and put it somewhere 
where nobody walks . That does a lot of harm - mean things . 

ONION - SEW UP IN - NAME ON PAPER - HARMS 

(Do you j us t  write the name once on 
a piece o f  paper? )  
Once only on the paper for that . 
[New Orleans , La. , ( 824) , 1195 : 4 . ] 
8682 . Yes , yo ' could take a sheet 

o f  papah wit lines on i t  an ' writ e .  Now, if  she wuz a married woman an ' yo ' 
wanted her , yo ' d  write her name [ demonstrates ] on dis line an ' yo ' turn de papah 
ovah an ' write his name on dat line . See , her name would be  go in ' disaway an ' 
' is name dataway . 

(Which way would her name be going ? )  
Yo ' see , bo th s ides [ o f  the pap er ]  has lines • .  Well , yo ' write ' er name on 

dis line an ' yo ' turn de papah ovah an ' write his name [ over her name ] . Well , 
yo ' see both names wouldn ' t run togethah. One would run dat way an ' one d is way 
[ in the opposite direction ] . Well , dat ' s  de breakin ' up [ opposite o f  putting 
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togetheP] par t .  An '  yo ' would wear these names in yore shoe fo ' three days , an '  
on de third day yo ' take i t  out befo ' d e  sunrise an '  j es '  tear i t  iD small pieces 
an '  bury it . Yo ' wouldn ' t bury it very deep . Jes ' rake back a li ' le dirt , enoulb 

OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS : HIS AND HER NAMES IN - HER 
NAME ON ANY RULED LINE - TURN OVER PAGE - WRITE 
HIS NAME ON CORRESPONDING OPPOSITE RULED LINE 
WEAR IN YOUR SHOE 3 DAYS - THIRD DAY BEFORE 
SUNRISE TEAR TO PIECES AND BURY - EVERY MORNING 
BEFORE SUNRISE POUR URINE ON WHILE PRAYING 
LORD, AH 'M DOIN ' DIS IN YORE NAME FO ' PEACE 

tuh keep de wiud froa blowin ' it 
away . An '  ever ' 1II8Wirl.n' befo ' 
de sun rise , why yo ' put j es '  a 
li ' le ahambeP lye on it , an '  yo' 
would say a prayer. 
(What kind of a prayer? ) 
Yo ' would say , "Lord , ah 'a doiD ' 
dis in Yore Name fo ' peace . "  
An ' yo ' see dat "peace" t.10Ut.d 

mean yo ' IJ)ouZdn ' t  mean de man no hann# but ahe7J) IJ)OU Zd jes ' uxmt dis IJ)onian. An' 
yo ' wou ld do that fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' de ninth mawnin ' ,  why dis woman would 
come to yo ' .  An '  de way her an ' her husband would split up , why he wouldn' t have 
any suspicions of anyone . Then her mind would go from him an '  his mind would go 
from her , an ' would [ go ]  to the one that wuz do in ' this ,  that she loved . An '  she 
would nevah know, or he would nevah know j es '  how they broke up .  But then yo ' 
would git de woman that yo ' wanted . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 249 2 : 7 . ] 

8683 . Dey kin take a person ' s  hair an ' bury i t  an ' caus e ' em  tuh die . Cut 
de hair outa de top de haid . Yo ' can ' t git any othah part of de hair . Yo ' got ta 

PAPER :  BROWN - WITH VICTIM ' S NAME - WRAPPED 
ABOUT VICTIM' S HAIR FROM TOP OF HIS HEAD 
VISH ANYTHING YOU WANT TO HAPPEN TO HIM 

git it from de top o f  de haid , 
unders tan ' , . an '  wrap it in brown 
papah . An ' write dere name on dat 
papah , an ' cause ' em  tuh - yo ' know, 
j es '  anything dat chew wish would 

go wrong with de body . Dat whut chew do wit a person ' s  hair . 
(You j ust  write that name once on the paper? ) 
Yeah - yeah , j es '  once . On some different things yo ' have tuh write it  three 

times,  but j es' with de hair yo ' kin write it once , on brown papah . I t ' s  gotta 
be brown papah , j es '  ordinary wrappin' papah , lak dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 
269 5 : 2 . ] 

8684 . Well ,  yo ' go out 
be done . Yo ' make a cross 

there [ to a crossroad ] for whatsomevah yo ' want [ to ]  
in dat road . Yo ' g o  to a ' simmon [ persimmon] tree an '  

PERSIMMON TREE : CUT A STICK FROM - SPLIT ONE 
END - URINATE ON - MAKE WI SH - WRITE VICTIM' S 
1IAME ON PAPER - MAKE CROSS MARK AT CROSSROAD 
AND INTO IT DRIVE NAME IN SPLIT STICK - COVER 

git a ' simmon tree an ' cut [ a  
p iece off]  about 3 inches , yo ' 
know what 3 inches is . Yo ' make 
a split in that , in that piece 
yo ' cut off , if yo '  wan ' a  stop 
' em from goin ' de way they' re 

aoin', if dey goin ' roun ' some woman , somepin like dat . Yo ' always urinate on 
it an ' make yore wish an '  write de name . S tick it [ name ] right down in dat cut 
chew made an ' drive it in de ground . 

[This is one o f  a number of split stick rites . ]  
(Where? ) 
Right in that cross , where you make dat cross . 
(At the crossroad . )  
Yes sir , under dat cross an ' cover i t .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (967) , 1562 : 8 . ]  
868 5 .  A persimmon? Why yo ' kin take a ' simmon tree an ' go on de eas t  s ide 

of a ' simmon an ' dig a roo t , an ' whils t yo ' diggin ' dat root yo ' name it . Jes ' 
lak if yo ' wanta do somp in to a person , yo ' name dat root while yo' diggin ' dat 
root . An' af tah yo ' git dat roo t dug , yo ' c arry it home an ' dry it . When yo ' 
dry dat roo t ,  yo ' name it as yo ' put it  up tuh dry . Yo ' name dat roo t .  An '  in 
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nine day ' s time yo ' kin take dat root  an ' j es '  whichsomevah way yo ' throw dat 
roo t ,  name it .  As yo ' throw it , name it . Jes ' whichsomevah way yo ' throw dat 
roo t ,  dat person will go de way yo ' throw dat roo t , an ' yo ' nevah see ' em no mo ' .  

PERS IMMON TREE : NAME ROOT FROM EAST SIDE 
WHILE DIGGING IT - DRYING IT - NAME AGAIN 
IN 9 DAYS NAME ROOT THIRD TIME AND THROW 
WHICHEVER WAY THROWN - NAMED PERSON GOES 

PERSIMMON TREE : TAKE A PIECE OF COPPER WI RE  
HAVE IT IN A LOOP LIKE A LOOSE STRING KNOT 
CALL PERSON ' S NAME - PULL WIRE INTO KNOT 
DO THIS 3 TIMES MAKING 3 INTERLOCKING KNOTS 
THIS IS  CATCHING A PERSON ' S  SPIRIT BY PROXY 
OR PRETENSE - TIE WIRE ROUND PERS IMMON TREE 

Yo ' ll nevah s ee 'em no mo ' .  
[ I restart recording machine to 
add further information . ] 
(You can use the root of any tree? ) 
Any tree . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1366) , 2413 : 2 . ] 

8686 . [ To stop a person influencin' 
in de world an ' cut his success off, 
de way yo ' do dat . Yo ' g it , yo ' 
know , some o f  dis copris [ copp er ] 
wiah. Yo ' know dis roun ' wiah 
kinda lak gold wiah . 
(Like the electric light wire? ) 
Yes . Well , yo ' take dat an '  den 

an ' yo ' tie three knots in it an '  tie i t  
o r  h i s  influence will be cut off . 

yo ' call this individual ' s  name 
roun ' a green ' simmon tree.  His success 

(A piece of copper wire , any kind of copper wire . ) [ The se two notat ions of 
mine emphas ize the confusion some informants had between copperas and copper. 
Present informant says copris . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (155 6) , 2830 : 2 . ] 

86 87 . Yo ' kin go to a ' simmon tree an ' go on de east side of  dat tree an ' cut 
chew a switch . Cut it up an ' - yo ' kin be in New York an ' yo '  kin take dat 

PERSIMMON TREE : CUT SWITCH FROM EAST S IDE OF 
9 KNOTCHES CUT INTO SWITCH - GREASE SWITCH 
IN OLIVE OIL - THAT NIGHT STAND SWITCH BEHIND 
YOUR BED - NEXT MORNING TURN SWITCH UPSIDE 
DOWN - STAND IT ON OTHER END - AFTER PERSON 
RETURNS - BREAK SWITCH INTO 9 PIECES - CORD 
TOGETHER - KEEP IN BOTTLE [JAR? ] IN HOUSE 

switch an ' yo ' kin notch dat 
switch wit nine no tches . Jes ' 
lak [ demons trates ] yo ' cut one 
heah , one heah - j es ' cut it all 
roun ' unt il yo ' git dose nine 
no tches on dere . Den yo '  kin 
take dat ' simmon swit ch an ' 
grease it in olive oil , an ' go 
to de head of a p erson - yore 

bed , if  yo ' gonna use it  yoreself . Go to de bed an ' stand it up , j es ' lak dis 
is it [demons trates ] behin ' de bed . Stand it  up lak dat . 

(You stand that switch up behind the head of  your bed . ) 
An' den in de mawnin '  yo ' go turn de switch dat way , an ' den yo ' go call dat 

person by name an' stand it up on de o thah end . 
(You call that switch by the person ' s name and then turn it  up on the o ther 

end . ) 
That [ is ]  if  yo ' wanta bring a p erson to yo ' . Yo ' don ' t  have to  go [ to the 

tree ] any [ sp ecial ] time . After dey come [back home ] an ' when dey come in , yo ' 
take d at switch an '  yo ' break dat switch in nine pieces [ at the notches? ] .  An ' 
when yo ' b reak it in nine p ie ces , yo ' wrap dat wit de cord towards yo ' .  An '  yo ' 
take it an ' yo ' put it in a li ' le bottle an '  cord dat switch up right t ight in 
dat li ' le bottle . An '  yo ' kin keep it in yore house in yore trunk , or yo ' kin 
bury dat . An '  as long as yo ' keep dat , dey wi ll stay dere . 

(Now , I have that switch behind the head o f  my bed . Here ' s  the switch [ I  
demonstrate ] and when I call the name , then I turn i t  upside down like that , on 
the other end . The next morning I turn it ups ide down again and call the name . 
Do that every morning until • • •  ? )  

Until dey come . Dey won ' t  b e  long comin ' either . 
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(And you mus t cut this switch off the eas t side of a p ersimmon tree . )  
Off de eas t s ide . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1166) , 195 8 : 5 . ] 
8688 . Ah heard tell of  ' em takin ' a nail an ' drivin ' it in a tree , in a 

' s immon tree , about halfway , till it git t o  dem li ' le notches-lak [ j ust below 

PERSIMMON TREE : INTO DRIVE NAIL UP TO KNOTCHES 
UNDER HEAD OF NAIL - NAME NAIL - DRIVE DOWN 

PINS 9 :  HE HER STOCKINGS OR SHE HIS SOCKS 
PUT THEM UNDER HER DOORSTEP - GET BEEF TONGUE 
INTO WHICH STICK 1 PIN EACH MORNING 9 DAYS 
SIGN HIS NAME ON PAPER - WRAP ABOUT TONGUE 
BURY WITH SOCKS AT HER DOOR - HE WILL RETURN 

head of nai l ]  an ' dey they 
stops . An '  dey take an ' name 
dat nail whosomevah dey want 
it tub be , an ' dey ' ll nail it 
down .  [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(1428)  t 25 7 7 . ] 
8689 .  Now , ah t ell yo ' ' bout 
de s tockin ' s .  He could take 
her stockin ' s  - [ she could ] take 
his socks an ' put ' em undah ' er 
do ' step . Git a beef t ongue , yo ' 
under s tan ' , an ' stick pins in 
it ; but she gotta  s tick a p in 

dere every mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  t ill she git nine pins in dere . An '  den 
take a pencil an ' a piece of papah an '  sign hi s name all ovah dat beef tongue 
[see correction later ] an '  take an ' wrap it up an ' den put it - j es '  bury it in 
de groun ' right at ' er do ' .  He ' l l come back . 

( She also puts his socks unde r the door? )  
Undah dere . 
(Do they point them any particular way or just • • • •  ? )  
Jis ' put ' em dere - j es '  s o  he walk ovah dere t o  go b ack an ' forwards . 
(Well , now. She doesn ' t  write on that beef tongue , she writes on the paper 

doesn ' t she ? )  
She writes on d e  papah . 
(What does she do with the paper then? ) 
She takes de papah an ' den she folds de bee f t ongue up in de papah . An ' den 

she bury it . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  (939) , 1520 : 5 . ] 

PINS 9 :  OVER DOOR - CALL HIS NAME 
9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNUP - BRINGS BACK 

8690 . Yo ' gi t nine pins an ' put ovah de 
do ' , an ' call ' em  every mawnin ' fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  befo ' sunup . That will bring 
' em back . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(145 1) , 2636 : 10 . ] 
8691 . De quicksilver . A woman use 

quicksilver when she wants tub keep a man . [Whether quicksilver here is quick
silver or tinfoil or back of mirror s crapings , I failed to ask . ] 

QUICKSILVER: TO KEEP MAN - PUT IN BOTTLE - WITH 
HIS NAME 9 TIMES - IN HER MATTRESS - HIS S IDE 

She take dat quicks ilver an '  
she puts i t  in a perfume bottle, 
one dem li ' le perfume bott le , 
an ' when she puts it in dere , 

she writes dat man ' s name down . Wr ite it  down on one p iece o f  papah but j es '  
big enough tub fit into dat perfume bottle . She writes i t  down nine times , but 
jes '  big enough tub fit  into dat per fume bot tle . Wri te it  down st raight , one 
right behin ' de othah . 

(Like Sam Jones , Sam Jones ? )  
Yassuh . An '  she put dat in a p iece o f  papah an ' she put dat quicksilver in 

dere . She takes dat quicksilver an ' she s tops it up tight so it won ' t come out 
or nuthin . An '  she bo ' s  a hole in ' er mat tres s , on de s ide where he supposed tuh 
lay , an ' she put s dat quicks ilver right down in dat bed on de side where he lays . 
Dat ' ll keep ' im.  Dat whut de wimmins do . Dey us es dat concernin' , dat concernirr 
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say , lak yo ' would de yellah cotton . 
(Did you tell me ab out the yel low cot ton? ) 
Yas suh , ah to le yo ' ' bout de yellah co tton .  [Algiers , La . , ( 15 7 7 ) , 2906 : 8 . ] 
869 2 . (What ' s that ? )  
Somepin like that , if they want t o  see s omepin bad happen t o  a person , get 

kil t or somepin . Then you goes to ·a [ train]  track an ' yo ' take their name an ' 

RAILROAD TRACK - NAME BURIED AT 
PERSON WILL BE RUN OVER BY TRAIN 

yo ' bury it at de track an ' somepin bad will 
happen to them then . They ' re liable to get 
runned over by a train , or knocked off de 
track , or an automobile or s omepin will run 

over ' um. That ' s  what that ' s  for . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 98) , 1115 : 6 . ] 
869 3 .  They can go to the end o f  a railroad track and put your name down in 

there an ' yo ' ll drift . Yes , right up on the s ide o f  the [ railroad ] tie . Well , 

RAILROAD TRACK - BURY AT END OF - NAME WRITTEN 
BACKWARDS [LAST NAME FIRST ] - WRITE 9 TIMES 
UP AND THEN ACROS S - FORMING "X" OR A CROSS 

you write the name backwards 
[ last name firs t ] . You write  
it up  an ' then yo ' write it  
across [write it in the form 
of an "X" or cro s s ]  an ' let 

it be nine times . Put it right there [ on the railroad track ] . Put it in a can , 
though , see , so it won ' t b low away . [New Orleans , La . , (814) , 1149 : 1 . ] 

8694 . [There was ] a man [ a  doator] and he write - wro te in red ink . 
(He had red ink? ) 

Yes , s ir .  Not ink , yo ' know a red pencil , but 
name , hers name an ' - wro te de boy ' s name , an ' de 

RED PENCIL - USED BY "DOCTOR" TO WRITE NAMES OF 
BOY AND GIRL - TROUBLE-MAKERS FOR HI S CLIENT - AND 
CLIENT ' S  NAME ACROSS THEIRS - HE FOLDED PAPER TO 
HIM - SEWED IN BAG - CLIENT [MY INFORMANT ] � 

red center . An ' he write mine 
girl ' s  name , an ' then my name 

across it . And he [ this 
doator] said that would 
make them humble unto me . 
Yo ' s ee ,  give me no more 
trouble . Well , it look 
like it did , see .  Ah don ' t  

know . Ah know ah never did [have any more t rouble with them] . 
(Then after he wro te those names , then what did he do with that paper? )  
Fold it , fold i t  to him . Every t ime he turn it , fold i t  t o  him . Don ' t fold 

it  away from him ,  to him .  And [ he ]  sewed it up in a little sack an ' ah wore 
that , wore it out . That ' s  what I experienced individually . 

(You had to wear that? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(He wro te this girl ' s  name and this boy ' s  name like that [ I  demons trate]  on 

parallel lines . )  
Yes , s ir .  
(Then he crossed - then diagonally he cro ssed your name on i t  with this red 

pencil ? I s ee . ) 
Yes , sir.  [THE READER MUST REALIZE THAT THE PRECEDING "PARALLEL LINES" AND 

"DIAGONALLY" ARE NOT FOR INFORMANT BUT FOR MY FUTURE UNDERSTANDING . MANY OF MY 
COMMENTS ARE ANNOTATIONS . ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 74 5 ) , 1015 : 6 . ] 

869 5 .  Take some red peppah an ' put i t  in his lef ' shoe , an ' write his name 
on a p iece o f  paper an ' lay it over that red peppah . Dat ' ll make yo ' [ a  woman ] 

RED PEPPER - IN LEFT SHOE - NAME OVER - WEAR 
get his money . [ Wilmington , N .  
Car . , (205) , 112 : 5+85 . ] 
8696 . I t  ab solutely does bring 

about dat , bring about dissatisfaction in de home . De really fac ' ' bout it yo ' 
kin go tuh work an ' take red peppah , DE SEED OF RED PEPPAH , to b ring about hys
terical state wit a man an ' his woman , dat dey ab solutely can ' t git along dere 
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in de home no mo ' . But chew could take two red peppah [ s eed ] an ' it ' sposed 
whut dey call p lanted dat in roun '  his do ' - anywheres roun ' his do ' . Yo ' would 

RED PEPPER - 2 SEEDS OF - NAMED MAN AND WOMAN 
BURY AT THEIR DOOR TO BREAK UP THE FAMILY 

name ' em .  
(You would name those peppers ? )  
Yes , yo ' really name dose peppahs. 
It ' s  ' cordin ' [ according ] to how 

many he has in his family . If it ' s  no one but j es ' him an ' his wife , well , yo ' 
only plant two grains [ 2  seeds ]  of dat red peppah , an ' den yo ' ll go tuh work an ' 
yo ' name ' em.  Dat is , yo ' know whut his name is , why yo ' go tub work an ' yo ' 
would call dat peppah , name dat peppah ; an ' evah whut her name is , do de same . 
An '  den if he ' s  got any chillun upstairs in de home , why yo ' go tuh work an ' try 
tuh find out whut dos e chillun name is . Well , dat whut yo ' use de red peppahs 
fo ' . [Notice the simp le means used here ! ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 7 7 ) ,  2172 : 7 . ] 

869 7 .  Well , now, she gits s ome rough rice - rice dat ' s  nevah , de chaff has 
nevah b een taken off - an '  she walk roun ' her house at sunrise an '  call his name , 

RICE - ORIGINAL - CHAFF HAS NEVER BEEN TAKEN OFF 
SHE CIRCUMAMBULATES HOUSE AT SUNRISE - LEAVING 
BOTH DOORS OPEN - CALLING HI S NAME - THROWING 
RICE IN BOTH DOORS - ROUND HOUSE 5 OR 6 TIMES 
THIS ATTRACTS HIS ATTENTION S SO THAT HE RETURNS 

an ' open both do ' s  an ' throw . 
Jes ' sprinkle dat rice in de 
house an ' she go on roun ' de 
house . Don ' turn back . Come 
righ t  roun ' until she go roun ' 
five or s ix t imes . An ' throw 

dat rice in de house  an ' call 
his name . Den dat will ' tract [ at trac t ]  his ' tenshun [ attention ] wheresomevah 
he may b e .  He gits worried den about home , an '  he ' ll come back .  [Rice was 
grown in the lowlands o f  S outh Carolina and Georgia for generations . Thi s un
husked rice rite could be an old rite . ] [ Brunswick , Ga. , (just before No . l240) ., 
2108 : 4 . ] 

869 8 .  Then you can git a bottle of vinegar an ' write de name upon a piece of  
Venrick parchment . 

(What kind of  parchment? ) 
Venrick [ a  trade name ? ] parchment .  An ' they put this in this bot tle of  vine

gar wi th cayenne peppah , see . An '  they roll this bot tle aroun ' . Go to de back 
door an ' roll it all de way tuh 

BOLLING AND KICKING : BOTTLE WITH VINEGAR 
CAYENNE PEPPER - NAME ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
ROLL AND KICK - BACK DOOR TO FRONT - SAYING 

AS THIS BOTTLE RO ' AH WAN ' CHOO TO DO DE SAME 
BURY - SIGN OF BALANCE - WHEN EARTH HAS POWER 
NEXT MORNING BEFORE S UNRISE POUR HOT WATER ON 
THAT BURSTS BOTTLE AND THEY WILL LEAVE HOUSE 

Zodia c ] . Dey will do this work by s cience , by 
(Well , what sign would they use on that ? )  
On de Balance .  
(Oh , the sign of  the Balance . ) 

de front . 
(Jus t a moment . Do they roll it  
with their hands or feet ? )  
De fee t .  Dey kick i t  wit de feet 
an ' as dey kickin ' it , dey use de 
words , "As dis bot tle ro ' [ rolls ] 
ah wan '  choo t o  do de same . "  
( I  see . ) 
An ' they t ake i t  an ' dey bury it 
on de science [ signs o f  the 

de twelve science [ signs ] . 

Yes , on de Balance ; yes , s ir .  See , dat ' s when de earth has power . An '  dey 
burie s dis bot tle b o t t om  upwards .  An '  de next mawnin ' they get up before de sun 
rise an ' dey pour da t hot water on dat an ' de bottle busts [burs ts ] .  Den dey 

move . 

( I  see , it will make them move . [New Orleans , La . ,  (822) , 1186 : 3 . ] 
869 9 . [ To ]  make them move out o f  that house ,  tell you , yo ' go an ' get some 
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o f  that olive oil . 
(Wait a minute ! Olive oil? ) 
Olive oil , and get some o f  dis here stee Z dust. Get a fresh bottle o f  vinegar. 
(Get a fresh bottle of vinegar . )  
Yes , sir . Yo ' get the neighbor ' s name , either one in de family name [ the 

man ' s  or woman ' s ] . Take a piece of papah an ' cut it off j ust how many let ters 

ROLLING : NEW BOTTLE OF VINEGAR - OLIVE OIL 
STEEL DUST - NEIGHBOR ' S  NAME - MAN OR WOMAN 
WRITTEN - EACH LETTER CLIPPED OFF SEPARATELY 
STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE - ROLL ON FLOOR - SET IT 
AT SUNRISE NEAR THEIR HOUSE - LEAVE IN 3 DAYS 

in that name . [ The name is  writ
ten and then each letter o f  the 
name is clipped o f f  as a separate 
slip of paper . ] An ' take it an ' 
put it down in that bottle . An '  
after puttin ' i t  [ these slip s  of 
papers ] down in the bot tle , take 

i t  an ' ro ll it on de floor . After rollin' it  on de floor , yo ' take dat bottle 
an '  set it  up . If  yo ' ever could get anywhere close to de house ,  yo ' set , it at 
sunrise . An ' when yo ' set it  there , in three days dem people goin ' from there . 

(They will move away? ) 
Done gone away wi thout any confusion at all .  Yo ' [ they ] wouldn ' t  know how 

i t  was did . [New Orleans , La . , (82 9) , 1221 : 1 . ] 
8 700 . Dey takes a person ' s  ahambeP Zye an ' puts it in a bot tle . Git some of 

dat an '  puts it in a bottle , an ' den takes it an ' put sugah in i t  or honey , ei
thah one . Write dere names down nine times wit a indelible pencil  but write it 

ROLLING : BOTTLE WITH URINE - SUGAR OR HONEY 
NAME 9 TIMES - GIVEN NAME FIRST - TO BRING 
PERSON - ROLL BOTTLE 9 TIMES CALLING NAME 

frontwards . As ah ' fore tole [be
fore told ] yo ' ,  in place of  put
tin ' de entire [name ] , yo ' put de 
given name first . Yo ' put John an ' 
den yo ' put Edwards ,  see . Yo ' 

Write dat down nine times an' yo ' put dat in dat bottle an ' yo ' stop it up . An '  
whenevah dey go somewhere , an ' yo ' want ' em tuh do anythin ' fo ' [you] whenevah 
they go somewhere ,  yo ' take dat bot t le an ' yo ' roll it j es '  lak yo ' d  ro ll a 
lemon or  sompin tuh git de j uice out o f  i t . An '  yo '  roll dat bot tle nine time s  
an ' every time yo '  roll i t  yo ' call dere name . Dat ' s when a woman wants a man 
tub do sompin fo ' her .  

(How do you mean? ) 
See , lak if  a woman ' s  go t a husband an ' he ' s  mean to her . He believe in run

nin ' about an ' dif f ' ren ' thing lak dat , an ' she wants tub draw ' im tub ' er ,  an' 
wants tub git his earnin ' [ earnings , his wages ] . She do ' s  dat . 

(What did you put in there now? The ahambeP Zye ?  And that nine , now you 
wrote that nine times ? How do you write it , j us t  one right under the o ther ? ) 

Yes suh . Jes ' write it on one sheet of p apah . 
(You put the names right under each other? ) 
Yassuh .  
(And you write i t  with what? ) 
Well , yo ' wri tes it wit any kinda pencil [ former indelible pencil withdrawn ] . 

I t  don ' make no diff ' rence . [Algiers , La. , (1577 ) ,  2902 : 1 . ] 

SALT - BLUESTONE - NAME - T IE UP 
RED DEVIL LYE OVER - SET AFIRE 

8701 . Put some salt in there an ' bluestone 
an ' yore name mixed wit it . An' tie it up 
an ' put de [Red Devil ] lye over it an ' set it  
afiah . Yo ' burn a whole can of lye . Dey 

take dat an ' run people crazy with it . [Wilming ton , N .  Car . ,  (220) , 1 33 : 8+8 5 . ]  
870 2 .  De 8 5  Psalm from d e  Bible will make a man care a great deal fo ' yuh . 
(When do you read that , do you s ay? ) 
On a Sunday mornin ' , face de eas t , seven t imes , an ' call his name seven times . 
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(What will that do then? ) 
Now yo ' use de 85 P salm an ' call ' is name an ' yo ' read it seven times an '  

every time yo ' read yo ' call ' is name . Well then THAT SENDS OUT A SPIRIT AND 
HI S MIND WILL FOLLOW AND THINK 

SEVEN TIMES : ON SUNDAY MORNING - FACE EAST 
7 TIMES CALL HIS NAME - 7 TIMES READ P SALM 85 
THAT SENDS OUT A SPIRIT • • •  WORRIES HIS MIND 

7 TIMES WRITE NAME - 4 DAYS BURN IN LAMP 

ABOUT CHEW . He j est  keeps his 
mind on yo ' ,  unt il he kin s ee 
yo ' or come back t o  yo ' .  IT ' S  
DE SPIRIT WORRIES HIS MIND WHEN 
YO ' DO DAT . [Washington , D . C . , 
(628) , 8 07 : 9 . ] 
870 3 .  I n  case if  a person i s  
gone ' way from yo ' an ' yo ' want 

' em tuh come back , yo ' write dere name seven times an ' put it in a lamp an ' burn 
i t .  Burn it  fo ' four days an ' dey ' ll come back home . [ See Nos . 85 7 8-8612 . ] 

[Mobile , Ala . , (656) , 935 : 5 . ] 
7 TIMES WRITE PERSON ' S NAME ON PAPER 
PUT OVER DOOR AFIER PERSON COMES IN 
THAT PERSON WILL CONTINUE US ING DOOR 

8 7 04 .  They say dat yo ' kin wri te a per
son ' s name on a piece o f  papah s even times 
an ' place it ovah a doah , aftah dey comes 
in.  Wait t ill dey get inside an ' den 

place it ovah de doah . 
where dey go undah . 

An '  dey say , when dey go out , dey can ' t s top comin ' back , 

(They keep coming back and forth? ) 
Keep comin' back where dey go [ under l dere name . 
(Write it like this right in a row [ column? ] seven times , that name? ) 
Seven t imes . 
(One right after the other , I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . , (74 9 ) , 1018 : 9 . ] 
8705 . Git dere name . An '  yo ' take dere name an ' yo ' take yore name an ' yo ' 

put it down in de bottle . An '  git chew some honey whut chew sells in de groc ' ry 
sto ' . An' every time dat pers on come aroun ' yo ' ,  j is '  take dat bottle an ' shook 
it up , an ' dey go away from yo ' an ' dey won ' bothah yo ' no mo ' . 

SHAKE BOTTLE - HOLDING HONEY 
YOUR NAME 3 TIMES - UNWANTED PERSON ' S  9 TIMES 

KEEPS LATTER AWAY 

(You do that with the bill col
lector or the law or anyone? ) 
Anyone . 
(How do you put those names 
down now? ) 
Take dos e names an ' git chew a 
ink pin or a indelible pencil 

an' yo ' write yore name down three t imes straight an ' dere name down nine times 
dat way . An '  yo ' roll it up an ' yo ' fold it an ' yo ' put dat honey down up in 
dere . An '  yo ' shake dis bottle up an '  keep it corked dat way . An' every t ime 
dat person come aroun ' , yo ' shake dat bot tle an ' dey won ' t  bother yo ' . 

(If you are in business? ) 
Yes . [Algiers , La. , (1597 ) , 3003 : 13 . ] 
8706 . Yo ' take dey name . Yo ' kin find out 

evah bo therin ' yo ' aroun ' in dat neighborhood . 

SHAKE BOTTLE - WITH WATER - SUGAR - YOUR NAME 
WRITTEN 9 TIMES NORMALLY ACROSS UNWANTED 

PERS ON ' S  NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES LAST NAME FIRST 
SHAKING KEEP S  AWAY ANYONE - INCLUDING THE LAW 

dey laws ' name or people whosom
Yo ' git chew some loaf sugah , dat 
dey call Domino Sugah [ trade name] 
dat ' s in de block. Yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' put it in a bottle an ' 
yo ' write dis individual name 
down wit a indelible pencil . Yo ' 
write it down nine times but yo ' 

write chure name - write dere name down nine times . Lak say if it wuz Sam Jones , 
yo '  put Jones an ' den put de Sam behin ' it , see . An '  den yo ' write chure name 
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j es '  lak yo ' wuz goin ' [ to ]  baak a Zettah. If yore name wuz James Joseph , see 
yo ' d  write James Joseph , j es '  lak yo ' s  baakin ' a Zettah . Wri te it on a p iece of 
papah . Yo ' write de individual name down nine times s traight , an ' yo ' write 
yore name down nine times across it , see . But chew put chure given name f ir s t .  
An '  yo ' take dat sugah an '  put i t  in a bo ttle in some watah . An '  when yo ' put 
it in dere wit dat watah , yo ' put it in a cornah somewhere where nobody kinnot 
tech [ cannot touch ] i t .  An' every now an ' den yo ' take dat bottle an' yo ' shake 
it up . Dat sweetens dere min ' an ' keeps dem from bothahin ' yo ' . 

(Do you us e any number of  lumps of sugar or j ust • • • •  ? )  
No , yo ' j es '  puts enough tuh make it sweet , j es '  enough tuh make de watah 

sweet . [Algiers , La . , (157 7) , 2 904 : 2 . ] 
8 7 07 . (Will you tell me that again? ) 

SHINGLE - NEW - NAME WRITTEN ON 
THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 
MAKES PERSON NAMED LEAVE TOWN 

Ah said , that if  yo ' wanted to run somebody 
away from a town ,  ah ' ve heard dat yo ' could 
write dere name on a shingle an '  throw it in 
runnin ' watah - a new shingle an ' throw it in 

runnin ' watah , an ' dey would leave de city .  
( I  see , leave town . ) 
Yes . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 707) , 9 71 : 8 . ]  
8708 . Yo ' have to know their name . Yo ' could take their name an ' write i t  

o n  a new shingle an ' turn it ovah an ' bury it a t  yore door , an ' dey ' ll come back 

SHINGLE - NEW - NAME ON - TURN IT OVER 
BURY AT YOUR DOOR - THIEF WILL RETURN THEFT 

SHOE - WEAR NAME OF BOS S  IN 

an '  put i t  dere . 
(I see , if  they stole this art icle 
from you . ) [Norfolk , Va . , (494a,  
Madame Grif fin of  Berkley) , 536 : 2 . ] 
8709 . (You want to s tay on the 
good side of your boss ? )  

wit chure boss . Jis ' put his name in 
[Algiers , La . , (1602 ) , 3025 : 9 . ] 

Yes .  Yo ' wan ta work continually 
de bottom of yore shoe an ' yo ' ll wear dat . 

8 7 10 .  Like yo ' got a woman or anything like dat , yo '  kin write  her name an ' 
wear it , an ' she can ' t  quit yo ' for nobody else . 

SHOE - LEFT - WEAR WOMAN ' S NAME IN 
SHE CAN 'T QUIT YOU FOR NOBODY ELSE 

(Where do they wear that name? ) 
Jest wear it in your left shoe . 
(And she can ' t quit you . ) 
Jes ' write her name an ' put it  in yore left 

shoe . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  (74 7 ) , 1017 : 4 . ] 
8711 . Yo ' go to a place - i f  yo ' know de p lace where yo ' re goin '  an ' know de 

people ' s  name [name of  person who hires ] .  Yo ' git chew a p iece o f  pas tebo ' d  an ' 
yo ' cut it down as a shoe sole , de print o f  a shoe sole [ an insole ] . Yo ' write 
dem people name down nine times wit a indelible penc il . 

INSOLE OF CARDBOARD - WRITE NAME OF BOS S  ON 
9 TIME S - WITH INDELIBLE PENCIL - WEAR IN 
EITHER SHOE WITH CINNAMON AND SUGAR - CHEW 
JORN DE CONKAH ROOT - SPIT - TALKING TO BOS S  

(You j ust write one right after 
the other? ) 
One right aftah de othah , nine 
times . 
(Now , if the boss ' s  name was Sam 
Jones , you j us t  write Sam Jones 
right underneath Sam Jones? ) 
Yassuh , an ' den aftah yo ' do dat ,  

yo ' git chew some cinnamon an ' yo ' git chew some sugah . An ' yo ' puts dat in yore 
shoe an ' yo ' weah dat . An ' yo ' git yo ' a p iece of John de Conkah POot , an ' yo ' 
chews dat root , an ' as yo ' go in dere yo ' spits , an '  make yore wish fo ' whut chew 
goin ' dere , whut kinda j ob yo ' goin' dere tuh be successful . Yo ' git dis j ob .  
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(You j ust make one sole [ insole ] or  two ? )  
Jes ' one sole . 
(For either shoe? ) 
Fo ' ei ther shoe , it  don ' make no diff ' rence . 
(It  doesn ' t make any difference what shoe . ) 
Ei ther one . [ Algiers , La . , (15 7 7 ) , 2 9 03 : 6 . ] 
8 7 12 . Yo ' git up at sunrise , befo ' yo ' speak to anyone at all , wash yore face 

or anything , j es '  as de risin ' of de sun , dey go out to de s tep like de sun risin ' 

SILENCE AND FASTING - WITHOUT WASHING FACE 
OR DOING ANYTHING - CALL NAME 3 TIMES AT 
DOORSTEP TO BRING HIM BACK - DON ' T MAKE 
ANOTHER STEP IN THAT DIRECTION - TURN ROUND 

dis way , an ' yo ' call dere name 
three times . An ' after yo ' call 
dere name three t imes , don ' t make 
none other step towards dat way . 
Jes ' turn right aroun ' an ' come on 
back . Say , an ' after yo ' come back 

yo ' kin speak to anyone yo ' want to , wash yore face an ' anything if yo ' want tuh . 
(You called their name out there didn ' t you ? )  
Yeah , call dere name three time , which person yo ' wants  tuh come b ack home . 

See , j e s ' lak mah name is Walter . Jes ' cal l mah name , j es '  plainly , de full name 
three t imes . An ' dey do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' den de mawnin ' yo ' hear from 
' em ,  yo ' begin about de fifth until ' bout de 15 th , yo ' hear from ' em some way or 
' nother by friends . S omebody bring yo ' some kinda message . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1168) , 19 75 : 7 . ] 

8 7 13 . Write anybody 
ovah de front do ' .  An '  

name six times on a piece o f  papah an ' go an ' put i t  up 
call dere name s ix times an ' write dat down on dat papah 

SIX TIMES : WRITE NAME - PUT OVER YOUR DOOR 
6 TIMES CALL NAME - BRINGS PERSON TO YOU 
OR SAY IN 3 HOLY NAMES "AH HOPE DEY WILL 
COME" - OR TO S END PERSON AWAY SAY " GO" 

an ' dat will bring ' em to yo ' . Ei
ther - if yo ' want ' em tuh come t o  
yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  say , In de Name of de 
Fathah, de Son an ' de Ho Zy Ghost, 
ah hope dey wi t l  come . An ' if yo ' 
want ' em tuh go , yo ' kin j es '  say , 

"Go . " See , write it  s ix times forwards an ' 
Car . , (1308) , 2212 : 11 . ] 

put it ovah yore do ' .  [ Florence , S .  

8 7 14 . Well , yo ' take her name an ' yo ' write 
write yore name three times . Yo ' want her now , 

6 TIMES OR DOUBLE 3 TIMES WRITE NAMES 
HERS 3 TIMES - MAN ' S 3 TIMES BENEATH 
SPRINKLE WITH SALT - WHITE SUGAR - ON HEATER 
TO BROWN - THIS  TURNS HER MIND TO YOU 
BUT TO CAUSE CONFUSION - FIRST USE RED PEPPER 
SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER ON THERE - PUT NAME OF 
HUSBAND OR MAN - THEN USE SUGAR AND SALT 

her name down three t imes . Yo ' 
yo '  want her . 
(Now where would I write my 
name ? )  
Yo ' write her name here first 
[ demons trate s ] . Put chure name 
heah [ underneath ] .  Yo ' write 
her name heah an ' put chure name 
in dere . Yo ' write it  three of 
each , three of  each . An' yo ' 
take den an ' yo ' s prinkle a li ' le 

salt an ' a li ' le sugah on dis , white sugah .  De sugah tuh sweeten it . Salt saves 
it an '  sugah sweetens it . An '  sprinkle dat . Yo ' put dat on top o f  a heater an ' 
yo ' let dat b rown . When yo ' let dat b rown , her mind will come to yo ' .  Dat 
sweetness  of dat sugah will sweeten her mind tuhwards yo ' .  Yo ' git ' er .  

Well , now,  if  yo ' wanta j es ' , say , carry her o f f  from where she s tayin ' or 
.ake confus ion ovah dere firs t , yo ' put red peppah , sulphur an' gunpowdah on 
dere . Put ' er husban ' name or whosomevah man she got , yo '  put dat on dere . Dat's 
tub confuse dem. Den when yo ' confuse ' em ,  yo ' got ' em . Den yo ' put dat sugah 
on dere to sweeten ,  an ' dat salt to save ' er f o '  yo ' . Yo ' put dat on dere tuh 
bring ' er tuh yo ' .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2511 : 2 . ] 
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8 7 1 5 . Jes ' lak i f  a person want ' em [ to ]  leave , wanta run a person outa town , 
yo ' take a b rand-new bar [ o f ]  Octagon [ trade name ] soap an ' write in de fo ' cor

SOAP - NEW BAR OF - WRITE NAME CATERCORNERED ON 
4 CORNERS - THROW OVERBOARD WHEN TIDE GOING OUT 

THAT WILL MAKE PERSON NAMED LEAVE TOWN 

ners of it . Yo ' take it an ' 
go to de rivah . 
(You do what on the four cor
ners ? )  

want a leave , want ' em leave outa 
soap , an ' throw it ovahbo ' d  when 
leave town .

' 

Write de pers on name whut chew 
town .  Write dere name on de fo ' co rners o f  de 
de tide be goin ' out . An '  dat will make dem 

(How do you write that name on the corner ? Here ' s  the soap [ I  demons trate ] . 
Do you wri te it like this , or like that ? )  

D e  fo ' corners [ demons trates ] .  
(Like that , catercornered in the four corners . )  
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1184 ) , 1997 : 2 . ]  
8716 . Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  stockin ' or a man ' s  sock dat dey done wore , an ' 

yo ' takes dat an ' wri te dere name down nine times s traight , j es '  on a s traight 

SOCK OR STOCKING - WORN - NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
IN COLUMN - FOLD FROM YOU - AT MIDNIGHT - DIG 
HOLE UNDER FIG TREE - BURY STOCKING SAYING 
AS DAT STOCKING MELT AWAY DEY WASTES AWAY 

p iece of papah [ demons trate s ] . 
(Write one and the next one 
after it right under the other . ) 
Yessuh .  An ' yo ' put it  in dat 
sock or stockin ' an ' yo ' fold 
it from yo ' .  An ' as yo ' fold 

it  from yo ' , at twelve a ' clock at night , yo ' go somewhere where dere ' s a fig 
tre e .  An ' yo ' dig a hole undah dat fig tree an ' yo ' put s dat s tockin ' undah dat 
tree an ' covah it up . An '  when yo ' covah it up [ you say ]  "As dat stockin ' melt 
away , dey was tes away . " See , dey ' ll j es '  dry up an ' was te away lak a p erson dat 
got some kinda diseas e .  

(You mus t  say those words ? )  
Yes suh ,  as yo ' put de stockin ' . Yo ' wrap up as ah ' fore tole yo ' wit d e  name 

in it . An '  den when yo ' put de name in dere , yo ' wrap i t  from yo ' .  An '  yo ' find 
de fig tree . But it mus t be  twelve a ' clo ck at night . An '  yo ' digs a hole undah 
dat f ig tree an '  yo ' buries it . An '  when yo ' buries i t , yo ' say ,  "Jes '  lak ah 
put dis s tockin ' heah tuh rot away , dat ' s  de way ah want de individuals tuh 
was te away . " 

(That will kill them then? ) 
Yessuh , an ' as dat s tockin ' rot away , dey health be  gittin '  bad an ' dey ' ll 

firs t an ' last , final [ ly ] , an ' j es '  die off , an ' nobody will know whut dey died 
wit , if dey don ' go find out ' b out de s tockin ' . [Algiers , La . , (157 7 ) , 2902 : 4 . ] 

8717 . Well , de socks , yo ' take de man ' s socks but yo ' don ' have tuh nuse 
[ use ] all of it  if  yo ' don ' wan ' tuh . Yo ' write his name down an ' yo ' [ lay ] 

SOCK - WRITE HIS NAME - INTO THIS  PAPER ROLL UP 
9 NEEDLES CROSSED - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT AND 
STICK 9 PINS CROS SED ON OUTSIDE OF PACKAGE AND 
BURY TO KEEP MAN HOME OR ELSE PUT ON JOIST 

dose nine needles , de goldhead 
needles , an ' yo ' roll dat sock 
up . But chew put de cayenne 
peppah in dat name - de salt 
an ' cayenne peppah in dat . An' 
to take an ' nuse yore crass-

in ' - yo ' cross ' em up in dat . An' aftah yo ' cross  ' em up , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 
put it in dat sock .  An ' yo ' roll it an ' yo ' take de p ins an ' yo ' s t ick ' em ,  but 
evah time yo ' s t ick ' em yo ' cross dem .  An ' dat - dat part  would make de man , if 
yo ' want tuh keep de man at chure hous e , tuh always [ stay there ] when yo ' bury. 
But yo ' don ' have tuh bury it all de t ime . Yo ' could j is '  put it ovah a j oice 
[ j oist ] somewhere . [ Burying the sock could b e  a nuisance , if  you wanted to get 
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rid of  the man later ; but I suppose the so ck could be dug up . ] [Algiers, La .  , 
(1586) , 2966 : 4 . ] 

87 18 . Write de name 
go to the Bible an '  yo ' 

[ o f  the p rospective renter ] under your name. Firs t you 
take any chaptah out of it ,  j is ' take yo '  any word j is '  

SPITTING : WRITE YOUR NAME - UNDER IT A NAME 
TAKEN BY CHANCE FROM BIBLE - UNDER THESE 
NAME OF PROSPECTIVE RENTER - UNDER THESE 
ANOTHER NAME FROM BIBLE - UNDER THESE 
YOUR NAME AGAIN - THESE 5 NAMES ROLL UP AND 
STICK INTO BOTTLE - SPIT INTO BOTTLE 3 TIMES 
SEAL BOTTLE - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - ALSO PRAY 

like P eter , James or John , or 
anything like that , an ' yo ' write 
it down . All right . An '  yo ' 
know their names . Yo ' want ' em  
to rent de house . Yo ' write dere 
name down , see . Well , den yo ' 
take ano thah verse out de Bib le .  
Write j is ' d e  word yo ' s ee an ' 
den write your name again den . 

Well , all right . Aftah yo ' do dat , den yo ' take an ' write dere name an ' spit in 
dis bottle 3 times . As yo ' roll dis up , take dese names an ' roll ' em up right 
tight . St ick 'em down in dis bo ttle , s top it , an ' bury it undah yore doorstep . 
Dey ' ll have to rent de room or yore house from yo ' .  Yo ' call on de Lord [= don ' t 
forge t to pray ] . 

[ Th is rite has special interest because my original first transcrip tion , a 
firs t hearing of the cylinder ,  is attached here to the final manuscrip t . I had 
to transcribe by hand and pencil because my transcriber missed a number o f  the 
Memphis cylinders . ]  [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 7 6 7 , professional and excellent ) ,  
1562 : 6 . ] 

8719 . (To get the j ob? ) 
Yo ' write his name, de boss name , an ' yore name , too , if yo ' wants .  If yo ' 

don ' want , yo ' don ' need t uh write chure name , but long as yo ' git de boss name , 

SPITTING: WRITE NAME OF BOSS 9 TIMES - FOLD 
TO· YOU - WEAR WITH SUGAR IN YOUR SHOE - CHEW 
CINNAMON BARK AND SPIT 9 TIMES ON WAY TO BOSS 
SPIT CINNAMON JUICE 9 TIMES WHEN YOU SEE HIM 

yo ' unders tan ' . 
(You write his name down once? ) 
Nine times . Yo ' git ahew ainna
mon [ chewing cinnamon ] an ' yore 
sugah . An' git some cinnamon 
tub chew [ s tick cinnamon] an ' 

spi t  nine times goin ' tuh ' im an ' nine times when yo ' git tuh ' im .  
(Aft er you have writ ten this name , what d o  you d o  with this name? ) 
Yo ' j is '  keep dat name folded tub yo ' an '  weah it in de bottom of  yore shoe . 

Eithah shoe will do . [ Algiers , La . , ( 1596 ) , 3002 : 6 . ] 
8720 . Ah tell yo ' what choo do fo ' yoreself fo ' tuh cross a person . 
(Well , how would they do that ? )  
Well ,  dey take it an ' write dere names on a hot stove with this s tick [ lump ]  

sulphur . But if yo ' gon ' a  use de powdered sulphur , j is ' sprinkle dat on de 

SULPHUR: TO CROSS PERSON WRITE HIS NAME WITH 
LUMP SULPHUR ON HOT STOVE - OR SPRINKLE 
POWDERED SULPHUR ON HOT STOVE - MAKE WISHES 
OR. BURN SULPHUR AND ASAFETIDA AND WI SH 
YOU WISH THEM TO SEPARATE OR STAY TOGETHER 

s tove an ' make yo re wishes . An '  
if yo ' don ' t do like dat , yo '  burn 
it wit s ome asfitidee [asafetida] . 
Get some asfitidee an '  put it in 
de top an ' put dat sulphur in 
dere, an' burn it togethah an '  
make yore wishes . Jis ' like if 

yo '  want ' em  to s eparate or 
(486) , 516 : 3 . ] 

i f  yo ' want ' em to s tay together . [Norfolk , Va. , 

8721 . Yes , ah heard dat chew kin take some sulphur an ' burn it . Git chew 
so.e sulphur an ' put it in a saucer o r  a plate of  somepin dat it kin burn it , 
�· yo ' stan ' ovah it an' say tub it  whut chew want done , an '  it will happen . 
lat chew gotta s tan ' ovah it an ' turn from eas t tuh no ' th , an' talk to it . Yes , 
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yo ' got ta s tart from de east an ' yo ' swing i t  right on roun ' till yo ' git to de 

SULPHUR: IN SAUCER OR PLATE - BURN - HOLDING IT 
[ SURELY ON LONG SHOVEL ! ]  TELLING IT WHAT YOU 
WANT DONE - WHILE SLOWLY TURNING YOURSELF AND 
BURNING SULPHUR FROM EAST TO NORTH - CALLING 
LANDLORD 1 S NAME 3 TIMES - THI S  CROSSES UP HOUSE 

SULPHUR : BURN WITH SALTPETER AND INCENSE 
AFTER NAMING IT - PERSON INHALING LOSES MIND 

no ' th ,  talkin ' to it as yo ' 
runnin ' roun ' , an ' call [ ing ] 
dere name three times .  
(That is if you want to cross 
up that house , so  that nobody 
else could move in there , after 
they make you move out ? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 
2411 : 5 . ] 
8722 . They take sulphur and 
saltpeter and incense an ' burn 
it together , but chew got to 

name i t ,  dey claim. An'  as it goes up , de effect of it , de scent dat goes  out , 
comes out from i t , de individual dat happens to inhale it , why dey get to a place 
dat dey can ' t stand anythin ' .  Makes dem fickle�inded dey tell me . An '  dey get 
so after while dat yo ' get ' em confused about anything . They finally lose dere 
mind . [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (4820) ,  554 : 7 . ] 

SULPHUR AND BLUESTONE BURNED ON PAPER CONTAINING 
ABSENT MAN ' S  NAME - DO 9 MORNINGS TO BRING BACK 

8723 . If  de man leave an ' yo ' 
want ' im tuh come back , yo ' 
git chew some sulphur an ' 
b luestone an ' a p iece of 

papah - writin ' papah . Yo ' write his name on it three times an ' yo ' put dis 
sulphur an ' dis blues tone on dis papah an ' yo '  burn it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

(This same paper or do you take a new piece each morning? )  
New each mawnin ' . Y o '  burn dat fo ' nine mawnin ' an ' de nine mawnin ' he ' ll 

come back .  [Brunswick , Ga . , (12 1 7 ) , 2070 : 8 . ] 
8724 . (Dog hair and cat hair ,  how do they use that? ) 
Well , y � '  take dat dog hair an '  dat cat hair together , a n '  yo ' put maybe 

sompin , my name or yore name , anybody dat chew wanta call . Dey will f ight lak 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - NAMES OF 2 PERSONS 
CAT AND DOG HAIR - BURN - CAUSES SEPARATION 

cat s an ' dogs , man an ' his wife . 
Yo ' j es '  put dere names together , 
an ' yo ' take dat cat an ' dat do g 
hair an ' yo ' put it together , an ' 

yo ' put red peppah an '  sulphur wit dat an ' yo ' burn dat . Dat will cause ' em tub 
f ight lak cats an '  dogs .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2514 : 5 . ] 

SUNRISE - CALL 9 MORNINGS BEFORE - BRINGS BACK 
8 72 5 .  A fellah tole me dat 
would git de woman back , t oo . 
Call ' er ,  yo ' know , nine morn

ings b efo ' de sunris e .  [Waycross , Ga . , (109 2) , 1758 : 14 . ] 
8726 . Well , yo ' can keep a woman de same way . If yo ' want to draw a woman 

to you , yo ' take nine tacks an ' nail ' em up ovah yore door , wit her name on a 

TACKS 9 - TACK HER NAME UP OVER DOOR 
OR TACK HER NAME DOWN UNDER FLOOR MAT 

piece of paper . Put them nine tacks 
around i t  and puts it down at the door 
underneath of a p iece of mat . S e e .  An '  
yo ' nails it down there .  Dat ' s  called 

nai tin ' [ over the door ] an ' put tin ' yo ' under yo� [ their ] fee t  [beneath mat ] . 
An '  yo ' see , anythin ' ah want to do or go out anywhere or anythin ' ,  she ain ' t 
goin ' to worry about . Ah could do j is '  what ah want , she ain ' t goin ' to l eave 
me . 

(You put this either over the door or down b elow? ) 
Yo ' put i t  ovah de door an ' den this [ demonstrates ] j is ' like dis mat [ in 

interviewing room] . Jis ' put it underneath of  de mat , s ee . An ' j is '  put de 
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[carpet ] tacks aroun ' it ; wit the name on dere , but always have mine on de top . 
(Where ' s  your name? ) 
Mine is on top of hers . 
(On that paper? ) 
Over de door , see . 
(And what ' s down on the floor? ) 
De same way on de floor . 
(You do it twice? You put one above the door and one down there? ) 
I t  always b e  a odd time s : three , seven or nine . 
(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (822) , 1189 : 1 . ] 
8 7 2 7 . Yo ' kin take a tur tle or terrapin an ' 

dat turtle dat , yo ' know, dat yo ' don ' t  want to 

TERRAPIN OR TURTLE - WRITE ON - NAME OF PERSON 
TURN ANIMAL LOOSE IN WATER - PERSON LEAVE S TOWN 

TERRAPIN OR TURTLE - CUT NAME OF CRIMINAL ON 
THE SHELL SO THAT THE LAW WILL NOT CATCH HIM 

yo ' kin wri te a person ' s name on 
s tay in town. Go  write dere name 

on dat turtle an ' turn ' im  
loose in de water an ' every 
time dat turtle move dey ' ll 
move . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1126) , 
1832 : 11 . ] 
8728 . [Here is an unusual use 
of the terrap in-turtle rite . ] 
He in trouble , leave-like to 

keep yo ' from ketchin ' ' im . Yo ' ve seen dese 
(Yes . ) 

streaked-laig terrap in? 

Dem ole s treaked-laig one . Ketch one an ' cut ' is name on de back of  de shell . 
Drop ' im back in de watah . He ' s  gone . 

(You s ay this fellow is a criminal and tha t  you want him to get away free . 
You cut his name on this terrapin , so that they can ' t  catch him. ) [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1158) , 1930 : 3 . ]  

8729 . Yo ' s ee , yo ' 
backwards , if somebody 

can take a t errap in an '  write-like my name nine times 
don ' t like me , yo ' know. An ' catch ' im alive an ' open 

TERRAPIN - PUT IN MOUTH OF - NAME OF P ERSON 
WRITTEN 9 TIMES BACKWARDS [ LAS T  NAME FIRST ] 
THROW ANIMAL INTO WATER - NAMED PERSON DRI FT S  

his mouth an '  put dat down in 
his mouth , an ' den throw ' im 
b ack in de watah . Jes ' as long 
as he s tay in de watah , dat will 
make yo ' drift , drift up an ' 

down de watah , j es ' make yo ' go first one place to anothah . 
(Just write this on a piece of paper? ) 
On a piece of papah.  [New Orleans , La . , (783) , 1088 : 6 . ] 
8730 .  Take a sewin' thimble an ' git chew three sewin ' thimbles of ants ' nest , 

an '  ants  an ' all , an ' yo ' go tub work an '  yo '  put it into a envelope an '  write de 

DIIMBLEFULS 3 :  OF ANT NEST - ANTS AND ALL 
SEAL IN ENVELOPE - WRITE NAME OF VICT IM ON 
DIG WITH SPOON A HOLE - WIDTH AND LENGTH OF 
J!liiVELOPE - BURY WHERE HE WILL WALK OVER IT 
nTAKE • • •  NAIL • • • STICK • • • IN • • •  GROUND • • •  TO HAID 1 1  
[ENVELOPE A GRAVE SYMBOL - NAIL A TOMBSTONE] 
AFTER VICTIM WALKS OVER - NO PEACE AT HOME 

person name an ' put de envelope 
an ' seal dat up den .  An' yo ' go 
tub work den , de really fac ' 
' bout it , an ' yo ' take a spoon 
dat chew use anywberes on yore 
table gen ' ly [ generally ] . Yo ' 
lay dat envelope down an ' yo ' 
don ' t squench [•  crush , see 
comment at end of rite ] it no 

vay atall , no way . Yo ' dig de width of dat envelope - i t  ' sposed tuh be three 
inches in de ground . Yo ' lay dat envelope in dere but chew don ' t  - yo ' know , 
yo ' don ' t have i t  where yo ' squench it nowhere an '  yo ' have dis full length , an ' 
yo '  bury i t  an ' yo ' cover it  ovah . An ' yo ' take a t en-penny nail an ' stick down 
iD de ground to de haid . [The buried envelope is a grave symbol ,  the nail the 
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tomb stone . ]  An '  dat will - DE REALLY FAC ' ' BOUT IT , SUH , IT WILL UPSET DE DEVIL , 
MUCH LES S  ANYTIIING ELSE.  

(You put that b efore somebody ' s house? ) 
See , yo ' put dat anywheres where dere ' s any path or  - anywheres dat person 

travel or walk ovah . It don ' make no dif f ' rence whether i t ' s  anywheres clos e 
tub his home . Anywheres where he travel ovah . 

(What wi ll that do to the person , then? ) 
WHY ABSOLUTELY , DERE ' S NO WAY DAT HE KIN REALLY STAY AT HOME IN ANY PEACE . 

Can ' t  stay home wit no peace . Him an ' his folks can ' t git along . It will 
pizen [ poison ] de minds o f  ' em. [The preceding word squenah is a dialectal form 
o f  quenah , this latter meaning : to quench a thirst , or to put out a fire , or to 
cool suddenly by plunging hot steel into water to temper it . A former meaning 
of quench was to arush ,  a meaning that was rare back in 1939 when I collected the 
word . ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 7 7 ) , 2 1 7 2 : 8 . ] 

8731 . [ThPee is a numeral we have already met in this sec tion about names . 
Here I have gathered together a few examples temporarily overlooked or not eas ily 

THREE : 
( 1 )  

MORE RITES CONCERNING THIS NUMBER 
3 DAYS - SHE WEARS TWO PIECES OF PAPER 
EACH WITH HER NAME ABOVE HUSBAND ' S NAME 
ONE WORN IN HER BLOOMERS - OTHER IN SHOE 
TO KEEP HIM HOME AWAY FROM OTHER WOMAN 

placed elsewhere . The rite 
preceding this one , THIMBLEFULS 
1, could have been included 
here , but I preferred to index 
i t  under thimb le : ]  
I f  she want ' er husban ' tub 
stay home , she goes tub work 

an '  ge t her a strip of papah , a little strip of papah . She puts her name at de 
top an ' she puts her husband name right underneat ' o f  hers . She gits her a thin 
p iece of cloth , yo ' know, lak in de linin' , lak in de linin ' o f  a coat . S tick 
it righ t  in dere . An ' she ' ll sew it down into de seat of her bloomers .  Den 
she ' ll git de same thing , her name at de top an '  his ' n to de bottom ,  an ' she ' ll 
wear it in her shoe fo ' three days . An ' i f  he don ' t leave off  runnin ' , ah don ' t  
know what [ she could do ] .  

(She makes both those and puts one in her b loomers and one in her shoe ? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , (1359 ) , 2395 : 3 . ] 
8 7 32 . Yo ' kin take his name an ' p lace it into her mattress on a piece of 

tab let paper on which yo ' write his name . Spell his name forward and backwards 

(2) FORWARD AND BACKWARD - 3 TIMES - WRITE 
HI S NAME - KEEP IN MATTRESS OR PILLOW 

( 3 )  IN 3 HOLY NAMES - WRITE HIS NAME - FOLD 
TO YOU - WEAR UNDER INSOLE - CONTROLS 

three times , re ferring it to de 
mattress of  de bed , or eithah 
de pillah . Dat will draw ' im.  
[ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 658 : 4 . ] 
8 7 33 . Jes ' like yo ' write yore 
name on somep in dat chew want 
' em tuh do . Well , yo ' kin take 

a pencil an ' write their name on a plain piece of papah . Den yo ' take dat papah 
an ' fold it tuhwards yuh , yuh know . Some o f  dem say in de Name o f de Lord , Name 
of dB Fathah1 Son an '  Ho ly Ghost ,  but yo ' fold it tuhwards yo ' . Den yo ' put it 
undah yore shoe sole [ insole] undah yore feet an ' weah it like dat . 

(What will that do? )  
Say dat ' ll j est  conquer ' em any way dat yo ' wants to . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1148) , 

(4)  3 INGREDIENTS :  BLUESTONE - INCENSE - NAME 
9 TIMES - IN BOTTLE UPSIDE ' DOWN UNDER 
DOORSTEPS - PERSON LEAVES WITHIN 9 DAYS 

18 71 : 10 . ] 
8 7 34 . This what they have 
done , when they want yo ' t o  
move out d e  house an ' de 
neighborhood where dey livin ' 

at . Dey goe s  to de Crackerj ack Drug Store an '  ge t s bluestone . Understan ' ? 



- Hoodo o - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 35 7 3  

Gets b lues tone an ' gets some incense , an ' fix dat up together , an ' put i t  in de 
bottle . An ' takes their name an ' write it  nine times an ' put it in de bottle . 
An '  turn de bottle upside down ' neath de steps an ' they have to  move . 

( I  see .  In how long ? )  
In nine day ' s time they leave dere . [New Orleans , La . , (841) , 1270 : 2 . ] 
8735 . Take a piece o f  paper an ' write their names nine times on dis an '  ah 

have used some of dat Three S Love Powder an ' nail it up , in a tree or somepin , 
yo ' know , an '  finally he ' ll come back if  de tree doesn ' t  die .  Long as it lives 

(5)  3 S 's [= SSS ] LOVE POWDER - NAME WRITTEN 
9 TIMES AND NAILED INTO TREE 

HE WILL RETURN IF TREE DOES NOT DIE 

they ' ll [ he ' ll ]  come back , but 
if it  dies they ' ll [he ' ll ]  
never come back . 
(You write thi s  person ' s name 
on this  paper , then put this 

powder on it , and nail it up in a tree ? That ' s  all you have to do to make him 
come b ack? ) 

Tenn . , (975) , 15 7 8 : 15 . ]  Yes . [Memphis , 
8736 . If a boy 

want ' im back , an ' 
would go off  from home an ' stay a long time an ' his mother 
he j is '  won ' t  go home , an ' she want to see him : She kin take 

(6)  3 TIMES HIT NAIL INTO FRONT DOOR 
CALLING NAME OF ABSENT SON 3 TIMES 

world , gon ' a git worried up until yo ' [he ]  
mington , N .  Car . , (218) , 129 : 3+85 . ] 

a nail an '  a hammer , an ' go to  de 
front doah an ' hit dat nail three 
time , an ' call your [his ] name three 
time . An ' wheresomevah he is in de 

git back there where she at . [Wil-

8737 . Like if anyone yo ' love real good an ' yo ' wan ' a bring ' em back to  yo ' ,  
for three time s  a day when yo ' fix [prepar e ]  zhor meal or set de table yo ' kin 

( 7 )  3 TIMES DAILY FIXING MEALS - SET TABLE 
WITH EXTRA PLATE - SPOON - FORK - KNIFE 
CALL NAME 3 TIMES - TELL HIM TO COME TO 
WHATEVER MEAL - HE ' LL RETURN IN 9 DAYS 

breakfas ' ,  whichevah i t  is , an ' in nine mawnin ' s  
N .  Car . , (202) , 108 : 9+85 . ] 

set their plate an ' de spoon 
an ' fork [ and knife]  j es '  like 
yo ' s et for ' em when they were 
ther e .  An '  call their name 
three times an ' tell ' em to come 
to their dinnah or somepin or 
dey ' ll be back . [Wilmington , 

8 7 38 .  Take dat photograph o f  
love , wants happiness . Yo ' take 

dis individual . Den yo ' want peace , yo ' wants 
dat pho tograph but chew go tta s teal it . Don ' t 

(8 )  3 TIMES WRITE NAME ON STOLEN PHOTO 
KEEP FACE DOWN UNDER YOUR PILLOW 

let no one give it tuh yo ' , yo ' s teal 
it , or else let s omeone else git it 
fo ' yo ' , if  yo ' wants peace or wants 
dat individual . Yo ' write his name 

three times on it . An '  keep it  in yore p illah an ' turn it down on it s face . An ' 
it will b e  p eace dere tuh yo ' ,  if  i t ' s yore sweetheart or yore wife ; or whoevah 
it is , whoevah he may b e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1556 ) ,  2823 : 14 . ]  

( 9 )  3 TIMES NAME ON PAPER IN LAMP 
BURN IN DARK PLACE 

8 7 3 9 .  Either yo ' kin write d e  name down 
three times on a piece of papah , any kind 
o f  papah , an ' put it  in a lamp an '  burn 
it in a dark place , an '  dey ' ll return . 

Anything containin ' oil , yo ' kin burn it , yo ' know , an ' dey ' ll return. [Memphis,  

(10) 3 TIMES CALL HIS NAME WHILE BURNING 
INCENSE - SUGAR - WISTERIA PERFUME 

Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 7a . ] 
8740 . Yo ' take lump incense .  It ' s  
s tuff dat looks lak kind of a crys
tal-lak . An' yo ' use dat sugah an ' 

dat wis terias perfume . Yo ' burn it an ' call  yore man' s  name three times . Dat ' ll 
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bring him back home . Dat will [bring] peace in de house , too . 
(Wis teria perfume ? ) 
Wis terias . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522) , 2 7 15 : 4 . ] 
8741.  Ah ' ve heard of  a person kin write chure name on a p iece of papah , an '  

go to a tree dat ' s growin ' an ' b o '  a hole or eithah spli t a place big enough ,  an '  

TREE - BORE HOLE I N  GROWING - OR SPLIT A 
HOLE BIG ENOUGH TO INSERT PAPER BEARING 
NAME - HE WILL NEVER BE SEEN OR HEARD FROM 

drive dat name in dere on dat papah , 
an ' let it grow up in dere , an '  
aftah so  long a t ime dat p erson ' ll 
go clean away an ' yo ' ll nevah see 
' em or heah from ' em no mo ' .  Ah ' ve 

heard o f  dat being done . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1133) , 1839 : 9 . ] 
8742 . If  a person ' s in a house an ' yo ' want ' em tuh move or somepin like dat , 

yo ' go in de woods an ' cut a hole in a tree an '  wish ' em some [bad ]  luck an ' come 
back an ' throw it [ the sawdus t or shavings from the hole ] on dere house an ' dey ' ll 

move . 
[Name is implied in the wish . ] 
(What kind o f  a tree do you go 
to? ) 

GO INTO WOODS - CUT HOLE INTO ANY TREE - THROW 
CUTTINGS INTO OR UNDER HOUSE WI SHING BAD LUCK 

A pine tree or oak tree or  any 
kinda tree . 
(You cut a hole in that tree ,  
you say , and what do you do 
then? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' wish dis person 

bad luck , an ' come back home an ' throw it  under dere house . 
(What do you throw on the house ? )  
Whatsoevah yo ' cut in de t ree . 
(You mean that s awdus t and s tuff from the hole . I didn ' t know what you were 

throwing under the house . You throw this s tuf f from the hole under the house . 
That ' s  to make them have the bad luck , whatever you wish them. [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

TREE - YOUNG LIMB OF - TIE INTO KNOT - NAME 
GIRL - MAKE WISHES - SHE WILL STAY WITH YOU 
UNTIL TREE CUT DOWN OR SOMEONE CUTS KNOT 

(1193) , 2012 : 12 . ] 
8743 . Dat chew kin take an ' go out 
into de woods ,  if yo ' want tuh keep 
yore girl fren ' , so ' s  people say 
if it seems lak she ' s gitt in '  o f f  

from yo ' , go in ' wit anothah fellah - take some o f  d e  young boughs on dat tree an ' 
tie yo ' a knot in dat tree an ' make yore wishes , an ' name it . An ' she goin ' s tay 
dere wid j oo until dat tree ' s cut down , o r  until somebody come along an ' break 
dat limb off de tree , so dat knot will come untied . 

(You take one of those limb s  and t ie it in a knot . ) [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1920) , 2 560 : 8 . ] 

8744 . Yo ' know trees , a swit ch offa 
a runnin '  watah an ' throw dese switches 

each tree , dat is no t alike an ' go tub 
in dere one by one an ' call de per son 

9 SWITCHES FROM 9 DIFFERENT KINDS OF TREES 
THROW THESE SWITCHES ONE BY ONE INTO RUNNING 
WATER - CALLING PERSON ' S NAME EACH TIME 
9 TIMES - SAYING "AH HOPE TUH GOD SO-AND- SO 
LEAVES IN DE NAME OF DE FA!fHER AN ' DE HOLY 
GHOST" - DO NOT SAY 1 1  DE NAME OF DE SON" 

name , j es '  lak yo ' want ' em tub 
leave , an '  j es ' say , 1 1  Ah hope 
tuh God So-an ' -so  will leave , 
In de Name of de Father> an '  de 
Ho�y Ghost . " An '  yo ' repeat i t  
ovah , ovah an ' ovah , t ill yo ' 
throw de las t nine switches in 
de watah . [You take one switch 

from each o f  nine trees : maple , oak , pine , etc . ] 
(That ' s  all you have to do . You don ' t say , The Name of the Son? )  
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No s uh ,  j es '  De Name of de Father an '  de Ho ty Ghos t.  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1424) t 2570 : 1 . ] 

8745 . Jes ' g o  t o  de sunrise s i de o f  a t ree an ' graze dat side . 
( Smo o th the side o f f ? )  
Yes s ir ,  an ' take [ these graaings 

livin ' dis direction , an ' de sunrise 
from] dat side of de tree . Now if  de person 
dis , yo ' t ake de sunri s e  side of dat tree -

t1EE - S CRAPINGS FROM BARK AND WOOD ON SIDE 
OPPOSITE TO THE DIRECTION OF ABSENT PERSON 
PUT THESE S CRAP INGS AND COW-HORN SCRAPINGS 
D THE COW HORN - EVERY TIME YOU CALL ABSENT 
!EISON ' S NAME BLOW COW HORN GENTLY - BUT ON 
9rB CALL BLOW HORN HARD - BLOWING SCRAPINGS 
GUT OF HORN - AB SENT PERSON WILL SOON RETURN 

take dat off , see . Dey call his 
name . Take a born , a cow horn , an '  
scrape a little off  i t  an ' put it 
in dat born , an ' den scrape some 
offa de sunrise s ide of  dat tree ; 
an ' call his name an ' every time 
yo ' call it , yo ' blow dat horn -
about e ight t imes . An '  aftah de 
eight t ime - de e ight t imes - like 

yo '  b lows i t  easy , an ' de ninth , b lows i t  loud as yo ' wan ta . But turn - if yo ' 
.. dat s ide [ see later explanation ] ,  yo ' turn it  dis side , if  yo ' want ' em c ome 
..ck disaway . Yo ' blow it , de dus t out dat horn .  He ' l l come home . 

(You blow that dust toward where he is and then he ' ll come b ack . If he ' s over 
tkere , you blow it this way to b ring him back ; if he ' s over in that direct ion ,  you 
� the dus t in the oppos i t e  dire c t ion to bring him back . ) 

[A cow-horn expert wil l  b e  needed to explain what happens here , j us t  how the 
caw horn is held and hand led . I t  has b e en 60 years s ince I saw and tried to b low 
a cow horn ! l 

Jes ' like he ovah dis s ide , yo ' turn yore back an ' blow de dus t tuhward ' im.  
(You put ht at - some scrapings from the cow ho rn i n  the horn and some s crap

fags from the tree into the ho rn , an d  blow it ou on the nin th time . ) 
Yo ' take de scrapings of de tree - go tub de sunr ise s ide - an ' if he on de 

.-a-goin ' -down [ s ide ] yo ' wo rk it from de sun-goin ' -down , if he out dat way . See . 
Ia de way he is yo ' go tta b low dat dus t ovah heah . 

(But you mus t get these scrap ings from the s unri s e  s ide of  the tree , always , 
.a .atter which direction he i s ? ) 

Dat ' s right , take it f rom de sunrise side o f  de tree if he ' s • • •  [ I  have bad 
-.ough and interrup t . ] 

(Suppose he ' s  at the sunrise s ide , th en what side would I take it  - now wait 
a .dnute ! Suppo se he ' s  on the s unrise s ide . Now what s ide o f  the tree would I 
.ate those s crapings from? ) 

At de sunrise s id e . T ake i t  f rom dis side , de wes t  s ide , de sun- goin ' -down . 
(Otherwise , in whateve r direction he is - no matter what direction he ' s  in -

� take these scrap ings from the oppos ite s ide o f  this tree from where he is . 
l wean , you don ' t always take it  from the sunrise side ? ) 

Bo sir . 
(That ' s  what I wanted 
It ' s  foah [ four ] ways 
(And you will take i t  

de scrap ings ? ) 

to f ind out . ) 
to dat , dat he kin go . 
from the opposi t e s ide o f  the tree from which he is -

Yes . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1171) , 1 9 7 7 : 2 . ] 
8746 . A person kin take a new tin plate an ' wri te a person ' s name in it  dat ' s  

� from aro un '  yo ' .  An ' i f  yo ' wan ted tub s ee ' em an ' turn i t  d own in a trunk 

Z:S - PAN OR PLATE 
(1) MAN ' S NAME WRITTEN IN NEW TIN PLATE 

TURNED DOWN IN TRUNK MAKE S HIM RETURN 

or keep it some way where nobody 
would nevah trouble i t , an ' dat 
p erson ' l l  come . Ah ' ve heard of  
dat . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 1133) , 1839 : 4  .] 



3576  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

874 7 .  Now if a woman ' s  husband left her , dere ' s several ways dat she could 
b r ing him back .  She could writ e  hi s name an ' her name on a t in pan , a brand-new 

( 2 )  SHE WRITES HER NAME AND HIS ON NEW TIN PAN 
TURNS IT DOWN UNDER BED - BRINGS HIM HOME 

( 3 )  TO BRING BACK ABSENT PERSON - WRITE 
NAME ON TIN PAN - KEEP IN STOVE OVEN 

one nevah has been cooked in ,  
an '  turn it down undah d e  
b ed , an ' he ' ll come back . 
Dat ' s  a good one . [Waycros s ,  
Ga . , (1086) , 1755 : 11 . ] 
8748 . Common cookin ' p an , 
t in p an ,  an ' yo ' kin write a 
p erson ' s name on dere . An '  

i f  i t  anybody dat chew wanta come back or somepin like dat , yo ' kin write it on 
dat tin pan an ' p l ace it in de s tove , in yore cookin ' stove an '  j es ' keep dat 
p an .  Don ' t  care whut chew cook dere , keep dat in dere an ' dey ' ll come back . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1135) , 1845 : 2 . ) , 

8 749 . Ah heard yo ' take a little tin plate an '  wri te de individual name on 
i t  about nine or ten t ime s an ' put i t  undah yore mat tress an ' it  will b e  peace 

(4) 9 OR 10 TIMES WRITE PERSON ' S  NAME ON 
TIN PLATE - WORK FOR PEACE OR FOR EVIL 

(5) ON NEW TIN PAN WRITE NAME OF PERSON AWAY 
HANG IT OVER DOOR - PERSON WILL RETURN 

dere in dat house . Or eithah 
yo ' kin work it fo ' peace , or 
yo ' kin work i t  fo ' evil . 
[Memph is , Tenn . , (1556) , 
2694 : 11 . ] 
8750 . Ah ' ve heard dat in case 
yo ' wanta bring someone back to 

chew take yo ' a b rand-new t in p an an '  engrave 
tin pan right up ovah yore do ' .  

yo ' ,  who left or run away ,  dat 
on dat tin pan dey name an '  lay dat 

(That will bring them back . That all you have to do? } 
Jes ' whut ah tole yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 4 ) , 19 81 : 6 . ] 
8 7 5 1 .  Yo ' git a new tin pan an ' yo ' write de name on de back o f  dat pan an ' 

yo ' write de 2 7 th Psalms of  de Bible , an '  when yo ' want dem to come , return , an ' 

( 6 )  MAKE A MAN RETURN BY WRITING HIS NAME 
AND PSALM 2 7  ON BACK OF HIDDEN TIN PAN 

or in yore room , j es '  mos t  anywhere , yo ' know, 
cross ,  Ga. , (1167) , 1964 : 1 . ] 

dey will return . 
(What do you do with the t in 
pan? ) 
Aw yo ' puts hi t b ehin ' yore do ' 

where it won ' t be [ seen ] . [Way-

875 2 .  Wri te his name on one o f  do se li t tle fryin ' pie-a-pans , tin plate s , 
yes si.r . Write his name in dere an ' write de 13th chap ter o f  Psalms . An ' den 

( 7) 3 TIMES HI S NAME AND PSALM 13 TWICE 
WRITE ON PIE PAN - READ VERSES BACKWARD 
KEEP UNDER STEPS 9-18 DAY S  - HE RETURNS 

write his name three times an ' 
write de Psalms twice , but chew 
must read dose ver.ses backwards . 
Place ' em underneath o f  de step s  
with very l ittle over earth over 

it , dat means de dirt over it , an ' leave it underneath of dere from nine to eight
teen days . He ' ll be back dere . [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 65 7 : 6 . ] 

( 8 )  PSALM 85 AND HIS NAME 9 TIMES WRITE ON 
TIN PLATE - KEEP HIDDEN - BRINGS HOME 

8753 . To bring back , git choo a 
t in pan or t in plate whut choo 
use fo ' cookin ' . Write his name 
on dat nine times an '  write de 

85 Psalm on dere , on 
house . [ Charleston ,  
611 : 9 . ) 

dat t in plate , an ' put it any p lace dat secret place in de 
s .  Car . , (518 , Doator Nelson , see p . l599f . ,  2260 , etc . )  

8 7 54 .  Fo ' example , yo ' take two t in p lates an ' yo ' write de 23rd Psalm upon 
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de back [ o f  one ] an ' de 42nd P salm upon de b ack o f  d e  [ o ther ] t in plate , an ' yo ' 

(9)  WRITE ON BACKS OF 2 TIN PLATES - PSALM 2 3  
ON ONE - 4 2  ON OTHER - KEEP UNDER P ILLOW 

place i t  [ them] under yore 
pillah an ' s leep dere an '  
he ' ll shor tly return . [The  
word name does  not appear in 

the text o f  this rite but it  is surely intended . I t  may have dropped out before 
recording began . ] [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1104) , 1 7 7 8 : 15 . ] 

8 7 5 5 . Jes ' lak i f  somebody did sompin tuh yo ' an ' yo '  didn ' t like it  or sompin 
of de kin ' . In o thah words , if y o '  got a man off  s ome place or ' no thah an '  yo ' 

take a new tin p late . Git i t  tub 
(10)  NEW T IN PLATE - WRITE ON IT P SALM 4 de Five-an ' -Ten-Cent S to ' . An '  

HIS NAME - IN J HOLY NAMES - SLEEP ON yo ' wri te dis chapter out de 
Bib le ,  de fo ' th chapter of Psalms [Psalm 4 ] . Yo ' write dat out de B ible on dat 
tin p late an '  write his name down de bot tom [ and an unusual construction of In 
J Ho ly Names ] "De Father b ids yo ' come , de Son b ids yo ' come , de Holy Ghos t b ids 
yo ' come , an ' yo ' mus t come back home tuh me in Jesus ' Name . "  An ' yo ' turn dat 
plate an ' put it undah yore mattres s , ' where yo ' go tta s leep on every night . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 1) , 234 5 : 3 . ] 

8756 . De 8 8 th P salms an ' de 85th P salms . YO ' EVER READ DE BIBLE ? [ I  either 
did not answer or answered with my head . Perhaps  informant did not give me t ime 

(11) BUY A NEW TIN PAN - WRITE ON IT HIS NAME 
AND J HOLY NAMES - READ PSALMS 85 AND 88 
PUT PAN IN CORNER - EXPECT HIM IN 9 DAYS 

God, de Son; god, de Ho ly Ghos t .  An ' write his 
be b ack there , but yo ' s t ill  gotta read de 88th 

(What do you do with that pan then? ) 

to  answer . ]  An ' yo ' go down 
to de Ten Cent S tore an ' yo ' 
buy yo ' a ten cents pan [ tin 
pan ] . An ' yo '  write three 
words on there , God, de Father; 

name there . In nine days he ' ll 
Psalm and de 85th Psalm. 

Yo ' place it  in de corner of  yore home . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1016) , 164 5 : 7 . ] 
8 7 5 7 . Write chure name in it , in dat tin p an - brand-new t in p lat e - an ' 

whirl [ or spin ] it  tuh yo ' .  Every mawnin ' wri te chure name - have to write it 

(12 )  TIN PAN - NEW - WRITE NAME I N  9 TIMES 
9 MORNINGS - SPIN OR WHIRL TO YOU 
3 TIME S EACH MORNING - SAYING "AH DO 
DI S IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER, SON AN 1 
HOLY GHOST , FO ' YO ' TO COME" - RETURNS 

fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - i f  yo ' ' way 
an ' dey wanta see yuh . Yo ' take 
dat brand-new t in pan an ' write 
chure name an ' turn [ spin ]  it  to 
yo ' . Whirl [ or spin] i t  ovah 
three t imes to yo ' ,  say [ ing ] , 
"Ah do dis  In de Name of de 

Father, Son an '  Ho ly Ghos t ,  fo ' yo ' to  come an ' nevah return [ to where you were ] . " 
An '  ah don ' t care if  yo ' s  in Europe , yo ' ll come . [Waycross , Ga . , (1141) , 1857 : 7 . ] 

8 7 5 8 . Ef ah had someone a long ways from me an ' ah want ed ' em back , ah would 
have three ways tuh git ' em back .  One way , dat ah ' d  write dere name on tin an ' 

(13)  USE NAIL OR PENCIL TO WRITE HIS NAME ON 
TIN OR LEAD - IN J HOLY NAMES TACK ON 
DOOR - WITHIN 9-21  DAYS MAN WILL COME HOME 

lead an ' hang it  up on de 
do ' , an ' dey supposed tub 
return in from nine tub 
twenty-one days . Write 
dey full name , dey birth

name on tin , on a piece of t in ,  an ' tack it up on mah do ' , In de Name of de Father, 
Son an '  Ho ly Ghos t ,  an ' in from 9 tuh 21 days dey ' sposed tuh ' peah ' fore me .  

(Do you write the name on a piece o f  tin o r  on a piece o f  lead? ) 
On lead or eithah tin . 

· 

(You tack it  up over the door wi th the name out ? )  
Yes suh , wit de name out .  Ah kin write i t  with a lead pencil or a nail . [Mem-
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phi s , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1526 : 2 . ] 
8 759 . Well , yo ' kin us e i t . Jes ' lak 

not - anything dat chure husban ' is doin ' 
yore husband is go t a woman or whut 
an ' yo ' don ' t want ' im tuh do it . Yo ' 

( 14) NEW P IE PAN - NAME IT MAN - WRITE HIS 
NAME 9 TIMES ON INSIDE BOTTOM - OTHER 
WOMAN ' S  NAME 9 TIMES ON OUTSIDE BOTTOM 
OF PAN - KEEP UNDER HIS SIDE OF BED 
AS SEPARATED ON PAN - SO IN LIFE 

kin go tuh de hardware [ s tore ]  
an ' buy a p ie pan , a little 
cheap pie pan an ' yo ' wri tes -
wel l , we ' ll say he ' s  go t a woman 
an ' yo ' don ' t want him tuh have 
' er .  Well , den yo ' go an ' buy 
dat pan an ' yo '  name it ' im .  An' 

yo ' ll come b ack home an ' yo ' ll take a ink pen an ' yo ' ll write his name nine times 
cros s dat pan . Den yo ' ll write dis woman ' s  name nine t imes undah de bottom o f  de 
pan .  Den yo ' turn yore mat tress b ack an ' lay it on yore b ed slats , yo ' might say , 
or de springs , an ' let ' im s leep on it . An '  he ' ll fo ' git all about de woman . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 54 2 ) , 2 791 : 2 . ] 

8760 . I f  yo ' could go an ' buy a new tin pan ,  pie pan dat nevah been used , 
an ' yo ' put dat up ovah de doo r piece where yo ' keep John de Conkah.  Yo ' [ have 

(15)  KEEP OVER DOOR NEW TIN PAN - BEHIND IT 
JOHN DE CONKAH - SAYING [ TO LAW] AH WAN '  
CHOO IN PAHTIKLAH TO STAY AWAY FROM ME 

l ittle clo th an ' yo ' put de smoo th part o f  de pan , 
de in part to yo ' an ' outer part goes to de do ' . 

(The b ack o f  the pan goes to the wall? ) 

seen ] John de Conkah root?  
(No , I ' ve heard o f  it  but I 
have never s een i t . )  
Well , yo ' get a piece of  John 
de Conkah an ' wrap it up in a 
an ' yo ' turn de smooth part , 

Yes , an ' yo ' put dis John de Conkah behin ' dis  pan an ' say , "Ah wan ' choo in 
paht iklah [particular ] to s tay away from me . "  Yo ' makes dat wish . But whethah 
dat works or no t , ah haven ' t  had anything to [ especially to keep the law away ] . 
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 650) , 844 : 5 . ] 

8 7 6 1 . A tin plate . I f  me an ' yo ' had done fall out or ah had sompin yo '  
want an ' yo ' nevah could git it  from me , ah come tuh yo ' an ' borrah [borrow ] one 

(16 )  BORROW TIN PLATE FROM ESTRANGED PERSON 
URINATE IN - LET S ET ALL NIGHT - WASH IT 
NEXT MORNING - RETURN PEACE RESTORED 

o f  yore pans . Take dat pan 
tuh de house . Ah take i t  an ' 
nurinate [ urinate ]  in it . 
Keep it fo ' al l night wit dat 
nurinate an ' let it s et in 

dere . Ah take it  de next mawnin ' an ' wash 
Co logne on i t  an ' carry it b ack tuh yo ' .  

(What wil l  that do then? ) 

it  out good an ' drop some _Heart 

Well , dat ' s  tuh gain de influence o f  me an ' yo '  back . 
( Bring us b ack together again? To re s tore former relations ? )  
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1188 ) , 2005 : 3 . ] 
8 76 2 .  Ah tell whut chew kin do , if  yo ' s  outa yore home right now an ' ah 

wanted yo ' tuh come back heah in yore home . Ah don ' t think yo ' re treated right , 

( 1 7 )  INTO NEW T IN PLATE RIGHT-SIDE-UP WRITE 
MAN '  S NAME AND LAY BRASS THIMBLE AND 
3 TEASPOONS - KEEP UNDER HEAD OF BED 
TURN PAN AROUND 9 TIMES 9 MORNINGS 
PROBABLY ANTI-CLOCKWI SE - HE COMES BACK 

dat somebody has runned yo ' 
away . Ah ' m goin ' write chure 
name on a tin plate an ' mah 
name , but me an '  yo ' d  be good 
friends an ' bring yo ' back in 
d is home . An '  turn dat new t in
plate an ' write chure name in 

i t  an ' den dere ' s  a 
and the thimb le and 

bras s thimble an ' three teaspoons . [ The name is writ ten on 
3 teaspoons are in the right-s ide-up plate . ] An '  turn dat 
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plate an ' turn i t  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  - turn i t  roun ' nine t imes fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
An '  sleep wit it up undah de head of yore b ed .  He ' ll come back home . [The right
s ide-up plate is turned on its  b ottom and probably turned anti-clockwise , revers
ing t ime to bring man home . ] [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1208) ,  2062 : 7 . ] 

8763 . Yo ' buy a brand-new tin pan out de sto ' an ' do ' nus e  [ don ' t us e ] it 
fo ' nuthin an ' don ' s et it dwon on nuthin [ don ' t t ouch the earth theme ] . Yo ' 

(18)  AFT ER YOU BUY NEW TIN PAN DON ' T SET IT 
DOWN UNTIL YOU REACH HOME - QUARTER PAN 
MENTALLY - LOOKING AT QUARTERED CIRCLE 
WRITE HIS NAME IN UPPER-LEFT CORNER 
HER NAME UNDER IN LOWER-LEFT CORNER 
HER NAME THEN IN UPPER-RIGHT CORNER 
HIS NAME BENEATH IN LOWER-RIGHT CORNER 
THEN TURN PAN BOTTOM UPWARDS - WALK OUT 
DOOR BACKWARDS - PUSH PAN UNDER STEPS 
EXPECT HIM IN 2 WEEKS - 2 7-DAY PERIODS 

git it an ' come right back 
home . Yo ' gits yo ' a pencil 
an' mark it disaway an ' d ata-
way . 
[ I  int errup t . ]  
(Jus t like you were quartering 
a pie - into four p arts . )  
[ If informant did not under
s tand quartering , I added foU1' 
parts . ] 
Yes sir . Yo ' put his name 
heah , put chure name heah , an ' 

den yo ' put his name ovah dere an ' his name heah • • •  
(Wait a minute ! In thi s [ I  demonstrate on p aper ] �h�e�--sh�e� upper left-hand 

corner as you are looking at it , you put hi s name . she he Unde rneath tha t 
you put your name . Then up ab ove in the right hand corner you put 
your name , and then his name underneath , In o ther words , his name and your name 
are oppos ites . )  [See my diagram for quar tered pie , ] 

Yes sir . 
(All right .  Then what do you do with that p an ? )  
Yo ' take it an ' t urn it  b o t tomside upwards an ' walk out d e  do ' backwards , see , 

an '  shove i t  ri ght underneat ' yore do ' step , Yo ' don ' t bury i t , Jes ' put enough 
sand ovah i t , yo ' s ee , to keep anybody from see in ' it . I t won ' t  b e  two weeks [ 2  
seven-day p eriods ] befo ' he ' ll b e  b ack there . Ah ' ve tried dat mahsel f . [ Bruns
wick , Ga . ,  (1211) , 2049 : 1 . ] 

8764 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  us in ' dem 
Yo ' take a new tin p late - take two o f  

(19)  QUARTERING ANOTHER TIN PLATE 

tin pla tes tuh make a p erson come home , 
' em an ' write dere names in ' em.  Yo ' 
write ' em an ' j es '  lak yo '  cut lak dat , 
yo ' write in fo ' corners ,  f o ' places . 
An ' say dat p late den - dem two plates 

an' put ' em ' tween yore mattress on yore b ed .  
(Put them s eparately right there or toge ther ? )  
Uh-huh , separate .  An '  yo ' let ' em stay right dere an ' don ' t nobody tetch dem , 

an' don ' t make dat bed . Don ' t bo thah till do se fo lks come back .  
(You write thos e names on these two pans j us t  a s  if you were quartering a 

pie ? )  
Yes , dat ' s right , fo ' p arts . 
(Cut ting i t  into four pieces ? )  
Uh-huh , yo ' wri te i t  up de re . Yo '  write i t  on dos e  lines . 
(You wri te i t  four t imes on each plate then? ) 
Yeah , but don ' t nevah let it - always j am  it up in dat corner in de middle of 

dat plate . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1148) , 1 8 7 3 : 3 . ] 
8765 . (How did they do that ? )  
He went tuh a man [doator o r  fortuneteller ] and this man had taken a bran ' -new 

tin p late , a common tin p late , an ' he write on de b ack o f  dis tin plate in red
ink writing . Ah couldn ' t read de writ in '  but ah - when dey come - ah was livin ' 
wit de people . D is girl , she didn ' t leave de  state , but she s tayed a ftah she 
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left . An ' he brought dis t in plate dere an ' asked ' im  to s ign ' er name . An '  he 
said he couldn ' t  s ign it [ he could not write ] .  An '  so , he go t me to sign de 

(20) RED INK USED TO WRITE ON NEW TIN PLATE 
MAN ' S WOMAN LEAVES - HE GOES TO DOCTOR 
WHO NEXT DAY APPEARS AT CLIENT ' S  HOUSE 
WITH NEW TIN PLATB IN RED-INK WRITING 
WITH LETTERS ENGLISH - WORDS MEANINGLES S  
PERHAP S HOODOO-BOOK SEALS - INFORMANT 
INFORMANT SIGNED PAN-WRITING FOR DOCTOR 
WHO WRAP S  PAN IN COAT LEFI' BY WOMAN 
AND PUTS IT IN WALL - IN THAT ROOM MAN 
3 TIMES DAILY PRAYED FACING DIRECTION 
IN WHICH SHE WAS - SHE SOON RETURNED 

girl ' s  name at de bottom .  An ' 

he ' d  taken her coat - she had 
a little velvet coat - an ' 
wrapped it  up in dat an ' put 
it  in behin ' de ceilin ' s in 
de wall . An '  told ' im when 
she come back , tuh take it 
[ coat ] an ' bring it back tuh 
' im an ' he [would put ] ' em 
tuhge thah again . 
(And bring it back to him? ) 
Bring it b ack tuh ' im . An '  he 
tole ' im tuh go in dat room , 

yo ' see ,  an ' turn tuh de direction where she was , an ' pray three times a day . An '  
said , dat inside o f  fo ' days she would b e  back . An '  she certainly was . 

(WILL YOU TELL ME THE STORY RIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING . HOW IT ALL STARTED -
THE WHOLE STORY , THE DETAILS .  ) 

Of  dis ?  
(Yes , the whole s tory .  How i t  happened . About her leaving and that sort of  

thing . Tel l  all the story . ) 
When she left , she didn ' t  go tuh s tay . 
( She didn ' t go to stay? ) 
No , s ir ,  she didn ' t  go tuh leave , yo ' know . At least , she didn ' t tell ' im she 

was . She had tole othah people when she le ft dat she wasn ' t comin ' back .  
(I  see . ) 
An ' so , her b rother-in-law died an '  dat ' s  how she got away . She went tuh 

Louis iana . 
(To Louis iana ? ) 
Yeah . An '  aftah she got over dere • • • 
(Where was she living ? )  
She was livin ' here in Vicksbur g .  
(Oh , I see . All right . )  
Yes , s ir .  An '  aftah she got ovah dere , she didn ' t come back an ' she wrote , 

keep encouragin ' ' im dat she would be back .  An '  so she wrot e fo ' ' im tuh send 
her things dere . An '  he did do it . An '  af tah he s ent her things dere , she s till 
didn ' t come back . An ' so  he went tuh dis man an '  dis man tole him dat she wasn ' t  
thinking about comin ' back . 

(Did he go to  a man here in town? ) 
Yes , sir . 
AQ' he t old ' im dat she wasn ' t thinkin ' about comin ' back . An '  so he to ld ' ia  

dat he could bring ' er back fo ' ' im . An '  he went tuh ' im an ' he come . Dis  man 
come tuh ' is hous e an '  • • •  

(YOU MEAN THIS "DOCTOR" CAME TO THIS MAN ' S HOUSE ? )  
YES , SIR,  CAME TO HIS HOUSE AN '  HE BROUGHT DIS TIN PAN WIT ' IM ,  WIT DE WRITIN ' 

ALREADY ON IT . 
(Well , how was it fixed up , this  pan? ) 
De pan? Jes ' a plain tin plate , yo ' know pie plate , an ' de writin '  was on 

de b ack o f  it , j es '  like , j e s '  l ike yo ' would write a letter tuh somebody . But 
ah couldn ' t read it , but it was writin ' j es '  like yo ' would write a lettah tuh 
somebody , an ' at de bottom o f  it  he wanted - somebody else had tuh sign ' er name . 

(And how was it  written ,  you said before? Writ ten with what? ) 
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(Red ink? ) 
Yes . 
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(Did it look like English writing or what ? )  
Yes . 
(You really think it  was writ ten in English , but you couldn ' t  read it ? )  
No , sir . 
[The words may have been written with English let ters but meaningles s . ] 
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(I  see.  All right . And they [ he ]  brought this pan back to the man ' s house? ) 
Yes . 
(And then what happened ?) 

He took this pan and go t one of  her pieces , had tuh have somepin dat she wore , 
an '  wrap dis pan up in it . 

(But you signed that name though? ) 
Yes , sir , at de bottom, an ' put it ovah b ehind de ceilin ' of de wall . [Vicks

burg , Mis s . , ( 7 7 5 ) , 1066 : 3 . ] 
876 6 . Yo ' ve got to get a plain piece o f  papah wit no lines drawn on i t . Now , 

ah ' m  goin ' tuh give yo ' an idea . Ah 'm goin ' tuh write yo re name . If yo ' want 

TRIANGLE : FOLDED INTO - 9 NAMES CROSSED BY 9 NAMES 
BURN PAPER IN BOWL OF LAMP OR UNDER CANDLE 

tuh get even wit [ someone ] ,  
ah ' ll write yore name dis 
way nine times , an ' ah ' ll 
turn dis papah aroun ' an ' 

ah ' ll write my name nine times until ah get it across yores . Den ah ' ll fold dat 
papah two turns , an ' den ah ' ll put dat in a lamp • • •  

(Fold that paper kitty-corner.) 
[I try a fo lk t erm rather than oateroornered. ] 
Now , dis what yo ' call kitty-corner, see [ demonstrate s ]  ah ' ll take i t  j es '  

lak dis an '  den ah ' ll take i t  again j es '  lak dis . An '  now when it ' s  o f f , dat 
gives me a cornah here an ' a cornah here . When dis is o ff , dat ' ll give me a 
cornah here . 

(It ' s  in the shape o f  a triangle . )  
[Here as o ften , I am anno ta ting for my future understanding . ]  

A 

B 

Ah' ll put dat in a lamp or undah a candle an ' ah ' ll burn it an ' ah can make 
vhatevah ah burn it fo ' .  Ah can wish fo ' what ah want an ' ah ' ll get it in dat 
papah what yore name wrote on . [For names in oil bowl of  burning lamp ,  see , many 
rites under margin title LAMP RITES AND NAMES in present section NAMES ;  for ob
jects beneath burning candles, see s ection CANDLES , pp . 7 9 7-862 . ]  [New Orleans , 

DIANGLE : WRITE ABSENT PERSON ' S  NAME 9 TIMES 
3 WAYS - FOLD PAPER 3 WAYS INTO A TRIANGLE 
tHEN ABSENT PERSON WILL RETURN ON 9TH DAY 

La. ,  ( 8 55 ) , 1348 : 5 . ] 
8767 . (Yes , what do they do about 
that ? )  
Ah ' ve heard of dat . De way I 
undahs tood it was dis way . Jes ' 

like if yo re name or mine , if  ah wanted to s ee yo ' an ' yo ' were away . Well , ah ' d  
set down an '  write yore name nine time s three ways , an '  fold de papah three ways , 
an '  burn each end fo ' three days , an ' d e  ninth day ah ' d  see yo ' - don ' t  care if 
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yo ' was in New York . 
(I see . Well , now , here ' s  the sheet o f  paper . [ I  demonstrate with my Numbers 

Book . ] And you write the name how many times ? ) 
Nine times that way . 
(This way? ) 
The same name , that ' s  right . 
(Nine times this way , one right under the other ? )  
Dat ' s  right , nine times dis way . 
(And then nine times this way , right over it? ) 
Over again . 
[ Informant demons trates . ]  
(You are writing i t  backwards then nine times ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(Then , what do you do ? Then what ? )  
Den write i t  nine times again , back d e  same way cros swise . See . 
(Back this way again? ) 
[ I  demons trate . ] 
See , write it dis way [ informant demonstra tes ] .  See ?  Den yo ' write it  dis 

way , den yo ' bring it back cross  dis way . 
(I s ee . ) 
Den yo ' fold in what yo ' might call a angle . 
(You fold it  this way? ) 
In a angle , sure . 
(And then this way? ) 
Dat ' s  right . An ' burn each end . Burn this end today , an ' keep it fold , an' • • •  
(You burn each one of  those ends o ff [one ] each day . ) 
Each day fa ' three days . 
(I s ee . ) 
An ' de ninth day - inside of de ninth day , yo ' ll see de one , dat name yo ' 

wro te .  
(I s ee .  Now , I wri te i t  lengthwise o f  the sheet o f  paper and then crosswise , 

and then I bring one corner down to the opposite corner , three ways . )  
Den fold it . 
(Then I fold it three ways : that way , and that way , and another way? ) 
It [ folded paper ] have three points . Burn each cornah o f f . 
[ I  summarize . ]  
(And this will be shaped like a triangle and have three points , and you burn 

one point each day for three days , and the ninth day the person will come back , 
whose name you wro te down? ) 

Which name yo ' wrot e  on dere . 
(You only write the name of  the person that i s  abs ent? ) 
Dat ' s right . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (720) , 9 90 : 3 . ] 
876 8 .  You write your name down on a piece o f  paper , an ' yo ' write de o thah 

party ' s n�me down on de other piece o f  papah . Well , if  dat ' s  someone dat yo ' 

TRIANGLE : WOMAN WRITES MAN ' S NAME ON ONE PIECE 
OF PAPER - HERS ON ANOTHER - SHE LAYS HER PAPER 
OR NAME ON TOP OF HI S - FOLDS THESE PAPERS AS 
ONE TO HER - TO BRING HIM TO HER OR TO HOLD HIM 
FOLDS 3 DIFFERENT WAYS MAKING A TRIANGLE - WITH 
HIS NAME POINTING TO HOUSE - TO GET RID OF HIM 
POINT NAME LEAVING - KEEP TRIANGLE ABOVE DOOR 

wanta get back , an ' yo ' folds 
it [ to you ] three different 
ways . Well , because of the 
way yo ' foldin ' i t , yo ' want 
dem tuh come b ack. Well , yo ' 
have dere name turnt in de 
house , yo ' s ee ,  an ' every time , 
dey walk , yo '  see , dey always 
goin '  back in de house all de 
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time , cause dere name is j oined dat way . Well , if yo ' want dem to s tay out of 
de house ,  yo ' turn de names up lak dat [ demonstrates ] . Yo ' see , j ust like a • • •  
turn it  up lak dat .  

(You turn the names out i f  you �ant them t o  s tay out side . )  
I f  yo ' want ' em  to s tay outside , yo ' turn de names out de house . Jes ' like 

yo ' put it  up ovah dat door [points to door of  intervi ewing room] . Well , yo ' 
turn de name out like dat . I f yo ' want dem to stay in , always come in yore 
house , turn de name dis way [ into hous e ] . 

(I see . )  [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , (737) , 1008 : 3 . ] 
8769 . All yo ' have to do , split dat in fo ' part s .  
(Spli t this match in four parts . )  
Aftah yo ' sp lit ' em in fo ' parts , yo ' cut de sticks acros s .  Dat will b e  

eight , see . An '  af tah yo ' cut eight , yo ' take one an ' cut one in half . Dat ' ll 

TWELVE PIECES - SPLIT OR CUT A MATCH INTO 
SEW INTO CLOTH - STICK INTO BLOCK OF HOUSE 
CALL PERSON INSIDE 3 T IMES - CATCH VOICE 

be ten , see . All r ight , yo ' cut de 
othah one in half . Dat will be 1 2  
p ieces . Dat ' s  even , ain ' t i t ?  See 
now , dose [ are ] twelve . All righ t ,  
it will b e  even [ numb er ] . An ' yo ' 

take dem pieces an '  yo ' sew i t  up , yo ' s ew it up into a piece of clo th . Well ,  
aftah yo ' sew it up in a p iece of cloth , yo ' kin go to dat person house an ' 
s tick i t  in de b loak of de house [ s ee later ] fo ' yo '  kin bury it undah de block 
of de house , o r yo ' kin s tick it in a crack [ o f  the hous e ]  or somepin lak dat .  
An '  yo ' kin walk away . When yo ' walk away from de house an ' [ then you ] call dat 
person three t imes . See , call dem three t imes . De next time yo ' cal l loud where 
he kin hear yo ' ,  he ' ll answer yo ' , s ee .  Well , yo ' go t his voice right dere , s ee .  

(What do you d o  then? ) 
Well , he come out der e .  Yo ' kin kill ' im  den [not  immediately but any t ime 

later ] ,  if yo ' want to [ because you have his voice in a bo ttle ] or yo ' kin do 
j es '  what yo ' want wit ' em [voice and bottle ] . [ Informant may have ment ioned 
spirit-catching bot tle earlier ( for how this is done , see margin title TO CATCH 
A SPIRIT , p . 24 f .  and many places ) or he assumed I knew enough about hoodoo to 
unders tand what he meant . Since you can s tiak i t  in or bury i t  undah� b loak of 
de house refer s  to the foundation s ills under the house , not t o  the pi llars upon 
which the small lowland house res ts  aboveground . ]  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (511) , 
5 78 : 4 . ] 

8 7 7 0 . Take dis 
fo ' tuh go tuh dis 

bos sman whut yo ' go t in yore mind - yo '  got it in yore mind 
bossman . Yo ' goin ' dere tuh git a j ob .  Yo ' take dis man ' s  

TWELVE APOSTLE S :  WRITE THE NAMES OF THE - IN A 
COLUMN - WRITE BEHIND EACH NAME - NAME OF BOS S  
WE AR  IN YOUR SHOES 3 DAYS BEFORE VISITING BOSS  

name an ' yo ' write it an' yo ' 
wr ite de twelve apos tle.  Dese 
are de twelve apostles . Yo ' 
write de twelve apos tles firs t 
an ' den yo ' write dis man ' s  name 

twelve time , an ' each apo stle [demons trates ]  each apos tle heah an ' yo ' write his 
name heah . Dis de ' po s tle heah , an ' yo ' wri te his [boss ] name dere , dis ' po s t le 
heah , an' yo ' write his name dere . Cont inue dat an ' yo ' put dat in de bottom of  
yore s hoes , an ' yo ' weah dat three days ' fore yo ' go  tuh ' im.  An' wh en  yo ' go 
tuh ' im ,  he ' ll give yo ' de j ob .  [Fayet tevil le , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2512 : 6 . ] 

TWELVE APOSTLE S : WRITE THEIR NAME S IN A COLUMN 

AND THEN A VERSE FROM THE B IBLE - FOLLOWED 
BY NAME OF VICTIM - WEAR IN SHOE TO KEEP DOWN 

8 7 7 1 . Yo ' kin take de twelve 
names of de twelve disciples 
an' write it on a long list , 
yo ' unders tand , j es '  lak de 
names yo ' use b ehin ' dem dis

cip les . An '  de person dat chew angry with , write his name under dere , aftah 
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writin ' one verse out de Bible be tween de twelve disciples name an ' de pers on dat 
chew so ' [ sore ] wit .  An '  wrap it up an '  weah it in yore shoe . Yo ' ll conkah dem 
an ' keep dem down easy . 

(You write the twelve apostles ' names and some verse from the Bib le ,  and then 
the person ' s name that you want to keep down? ) 

Yes s ir ,  let de verse o f  de Bible be  between the ' postles ' name an ' dat per
son ' s name , an ' dispose of it . Put it in de bot tom of yore shoe an ' weah it . 
[Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1240 ) , 2110 : 8 . ] 

87 72 . They say if yo ' take de 
paper or twelve sage leaves ? ]  an ' 

twelve apostles an ' write ' em on [ a  piece of  
put  ' em in yore left  pocket or eithah yore 

TWELVE APOSTLES : WRITE NAMES OF - WEAR IN 
LEFT POCKET OR SHOE - KEEPS HARM FROM YOU 

lef t shoe , why dey say dat ' ll keep 
harm from comin ' to yo ' .  [A note 
following write 'em on reads : A noise 
made here so do not kn()U) what they 

were written on . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (310) , 236 : 3+85 . ]  
8 7 7 3 .  I f yo '  want a man tub leave town an ' travel all his days an ' don ' t s tay 

no place long , yo ' take yo ' cord s tring whut chew git yo '  round dese gro ceries .  

TYING 9 KNOTS TO CATCH PERSON ' S  SPIRIT 
SHOOT KNOTS FROM OLD MUZZLE-LOADING GUN 
POINTED THE DIRECTION YOU WANT HIM TO GO 

Yo ' s een dat .  An ' when he g it dat 
cord s tring , he put nine knots in it , 
but don ' t have none loose [ have knot s  
loosely tied ] . An '  den when yo ' go 
to his do '  an ' call him three t imes , 

an ' aftah callin ' him three times , dodge [ away from door ] an ' don ' t  let h im  see 
yo '  tightenin ' dem knots . [ The vo ice is caught in the tightened knots . ] 

Git chew a gun an '  anywhere de d ' rection dat yo ' want ' im tub go , yo ' put hit 
in dat gun . 

(Put the s tring in the gun . )  
Put de s tring in de gun an ' s tick a p iece of papah in dere tuh wad it down 

lak de ole muzzle-loadin ' gun lak we used tub have yeahs back - fifty yeahs ago 
[ 5 0  years before 1939 , date of interview] an ' shoot it in dat d ' rect ion . He ' ll 
nevah s top travelin ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (12 23 ) ,  207 6 : 4 . ] 

UPSIDE DOWN - TURN NAME 
8 7 7 4 . Write name nine times on piece of  papah , dress 
i t  [with perfume or something ] ,  turn de name down [ up
s ide down ] an ' put away in p iece of furniture . Keeps  

a fussy an ' disagreeable person quiet . [ Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 806 : 6 . ]  

WAR WATER : NEW AND SPRINKLE AT DOOR 
CAUSES CONFUSION BETWEEN PERSONS THERE 

8 7 75 . Ah heard dey t ake new �r watah 
an ' dey sprinkle it aroun ' yore do ' s  an ' 
dey ' d call yore name . An '  den when yore 
husband or yore wife come in de night , 

yo ' an ' dem would have 
de fus s . De ' sprinkle 

de bigges t kind of humbug . Yo ' wouldn ' t  know whut is all 
war watah all up onto de do ' .  [New Orleans , La . , (1558 ) , 

2836 : 6 . ] 
8 7 7 6 . [ Late 

some s tee l- dust 
in turning on recording machine ] put chew s ome cayenne peppah an '  
in dat [ lemon , see later ] an ' yo ' sews i t  up an ' throw it in de 

WAR WATER : IN BOTTLE WITH NAME - CAYENNE PEPPER 
9 TACKS - VINEGAR - OR USE LEMON - CAYENNE PEPPER 
STEEL DUST - SEW UP - THROW EITHER INTO RIVER 

rivah . Now, if yo ' can ' t git 
de lemon an ' yo ' wants tuh 
use a bot tle , yo ' git s  dat 
bottle an ' yo ' gi t chew some 
war 'I.Jatah. Yo ' puts dere 

name down up in dere . All right , yo ' use dis cayenne peppah an '  git chew nine 
tacks down up in dere vinegah . All right , ·yo ' kin stop dat up an ' throw ' em in 
de rivah . [Algiers , La . , ( 15 9 7 ) ,  3 002 : 13 . ]  

8 7 7 7 . Dey could write chure name on a p iece o f  papah , plain piece o f  white 
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papah , an '  take it in [ to ]  any runnin ' watah , yo ' undahs tan ' , an' j is '  throw it 
ovah yore left shouldah . An '  den yo ' ' sposed [ supposed ] tuh be out in about 

WATER - INTO RUNNING - NAME WRITTEN ONCE 

WATER - INTO RUNNING - NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 

eight [nine ] days . 
(That ' ll run me

' 
out o f  the house? ) 

Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 951) , 
15 36 : 1 . ] 
8 7 7 8 . Write person ' s name nine 
time s on paper , throw into running 

water . Runs crazy . [ To write a person ' s name 9 t imes occurs in many rites . 
This is a simp le and basic form o f  the rite . ] [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 06 : 5 . ] 

8 7 7 9 . Jis ' lak if yer girl is away an ' she ' s in de same town yo ' re in ; but if 
she ' s  outa de town , why ah don ' t know way [whether ] it ' ll work or no t .  But yuh 

WATER - GLAS S OF - UNDER CENTER O F  BED 
5TH POINT - MAGIC PLACE - CREATING A QUINCUNX 

CALL HER NAME 3 TIMES - RETURNS IN 3 DAYS 

kin j is '  take a glass o f  watah . 
Yo ' puts de glas s full o f  watah , 
j is '  as full as yuh kin tote 
[ carry ] it , an ' set i t  undah 
de baid , middle-way de baid , 

in de centah of  de baid , an ' call ' uh [her ] name three times ; an ' in three days 
dey ' ll be dey [ there ] . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (290 ) , 2 08 : 4+85 . ]  

8 7 80 .  I f  yo ' wants tuh make a person move ag ' in [ another method ] eithah [ o r ]  
make ' em  live b ad - i t  goes fo ' both d e  things . If  yo ' wanta make ' em live bad , 

WATER CLOSET : ICE - BEEF GALL - DIRT DAUBER NE ST 
WRITE VICTIM' S NAME 9 TIMES - NAME OF PERSON 
TO BE SEPARATED FROM WRITE 9 TIMES - THESE 2 
GROUP S OF NAMES CROSS EACH OTHER IN "X" - FOLD 
FROM YOU - SEAL - DROP JAR IN OLE COUNTRY TOILET 

ah break some ice up , an ' ah 
take dat b eef gall , an ' de  
dirt  dauber - yo '  knows dat -
an ' yo ' roll it  [ d irt  dauber ] . 
Yo ' know , yo ' take a bot t le 
an ' put i t  [ dirt dauber nes t ]  
in a piece of  papah an ' roll 

it up , yo ' know lak yo ' do bread crumb s .  An '  yo ' take dat beef gall an ' yo ' take 
de s ame cayenne peppah . Yo ' use a whole box of it an ' de beef gall , an ' ·yo ' mix 
all dat up t ogethah . An '  yo ' wri te de individual name down nine time s each way . 
Yo ' s ee , yo '  could write it  nine times s traight lak dat [ demons trates ] . An ' den 
whosomevah yo ' breakin' up from , yo ' could wr ite dem on top . An '  den yo ' write 
' em down nine t imes each way yo ' see . Yo ' write it straight lak dat , an ' den 
write i t , yo ' know , catacorner [ catercornered ] .  Yo ' undahstan '  how ah mean? 
Writ e  it acro ss j is '  lak a seal lak yo ' make . [ These 2 groups of  names cros s 
each other making an "X" o r  cross . ]  An ' den yo ' put it  in dat piece of  papah , 
but chew git a white piece o f  papah an '  yo ' write it  in ink . An '  yo ' git  i t  in 
dat papah an ' yo ' fold i t  up , an ' when yo ' fold i t , don ' fold i t towards yo ' ,  
always fold it from yo ' . An '  yo ' put it in a j ab .  Yo ' put all dat togethah in 
dat papah an '  yo ' put it in a j ah an ' yo ' s top dat j ah up t ight an ' yo ' put it 
in a ole country toilet . Have tuh be shure tuh find a country t o ilet tuh put i t 
in where nobody won ' find it . 

(What would that do then? ) 
Dat would break yo ' up . Dat would b reak anybody up , if yo ' want ' em  tuh live 

bad an ' not prosper or nuthin . Dat ' ll make ' em ,  yo ' know , live bad.  
(These two people . )  
An '  den ag ' in ,  dat same thing yo ' could do ag ' in ,  if yo ' wants tuh put some

body agains t - lak yo '  have friends an ' de people heah lak [ like ] yo ' . If yo ' 
put de o thah person ag ' ins t dese othah peopl e ,  yo ' kin take dat same thing an '  
vrite dere name down an ' den write d e  o thah individual name on top an '  put it 
down , an ' dey ' ll come tuh lak yo ' an ' hate de othah one . 

(You don ' t  throw that in the toilet do you? ) 
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Yes , de same thing . 
(1586) , 2 9 66 : 1 . ]  

Yo ' know it diff ' ren ways yo ' could do . [ Alg iers , La . , 

8781 . Dese witches , dey use tuh do dat . 
figure , yo ' undahstan ' , an ' name it j o e .  

(Out o f  what ?  Paper o r  something ? ) 

Now , dey go tub work an ' cut out a 

No , dey mos ' ly [make it ] outa wax . Dey ' d  make it out a wax an ' name it j oo ,  
see .  An ' dey s e t  dis back befo ' de fiihplace j is '  tuh heat chew tuh kill yo ' .  

WAX IMAGE - NAME PERSON - MELT IN FRONT OF FIREPLACE 
An '  s tan ' dere an ' melt 
it down . Dey still keep 
callin'  dis yuh , callin ' 

yuh all de names , bad names , dey could think o f .  An '  evah t ime dis would melt 
yo ' d git dat much worse off , an ' when dat all melted away yo ' d  melt away wid it . 

(Wh ere did you hear this ? )  
Ah hear ' d  dat in - dat was in Leesburg , Virginia.  
(Who to ld it ? ) 
Oh , dat was a o le fellah , a ole [ former] s lave fellah , tole me dis . 
CWhere did they do that ? )  
From d e  way he spoke dey done i t  aroun ' Virginia , dere where h e  was . 
(Some of  the old colored people do this ? )  

H e  said i t  was an old lady aroun ' dere , ah fergit now whut ' er name was . Ole 
Nancy Parker , ah believe it was . 

(Was she a colored woman? ) 
Yes , s i r .  Make th is image of anybody . All yo ' had tub do was tuh go an ' tell 

' er ,  yo ' know , whut chew wanted done an ' she ' d make dis waxen image , s ee , an ' 
name it  chew . An '  make it an ' se t dere befo ' de fiahplace an ' let de heat , yo '  
undahs tan ' , melt  dis wax down . [ Snow Hill , Md . , ( ? ) , 10 : 6 . ] 

8782 . Well , i f  yo ' go t a person - yo ' kin take peoples ' name an ' put it in a 
bottle .  Well , yo ' take de name an ' yo ' write de name as ah tole yo ' , nine time , 

WHIP BOTTLE : CONTAINING NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
ONE UNDER OTHER - PEPPER - VINEGAR - GUNPOWDER 
EPSOM SALT - ANYTHING EVIL - CALL PERS ON ' S NAME 
AND KEEP BOTTLE ON CUSHION WHILE WHIPPING IT 

but yo ' write it on a straight 
[ ruled ] piece of papah . Yo ' 
kin put it in a bot tle an ' yo ' 
kin take dat bottle an ' yo ' 
kin stan ' anywheres off  where 
yo ' kin whip it ; but yo ' sup-

posed tuh put peppah , vinegah an ' Epsom salts an ' gunpowdah wit anythin ' evil dat 
yo ' wants tuh do . Oat ' s in de bo ttle . See , yo ' put all dat in dat bot tle wit 
vinegah . An' yo '  takes dat bottle an ' git  it on anythin ' soft  lak a cushion or 
pillah , anythin ' , an' yo ' whips dat bot tle . An ' as yo ' whip it yo ' call dere 
name . An '  when yo ' do ' s  dat , yo ' doin ' dat tuh make confusion . 

(And in writing those names , you wri te one right under each other nine t imes . 
And wh at d o  you write that with? ) 

Yo ' wr ite  it wit any kinda pencil .  [New Orleans , La . , (157 7 ) , 2902 : 3 . ] 
8783 . Dey do dat . Well , yo ' j es '  - lak yo ' be ' s  whippin ' a natchel [ natura� 

person , yo '  whippin ' on a bush . Yo ' name dis bush d is person . Well , yo ' could 

WHI P WITH HICKORY SWITCH BUSH YOU HAVE NAMED 
TELL BUSH WHAT YOU WANT DONE OR NOT DONE 

do dat , too . Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 
git up early in de mawnin ' befo ' 
de sun rise , an ' t akes yo ' a hick
ory swi tch . An '  yo ' kin name dat 

bush dere my name o r  yo re name or whosomevah it ' tis . Yo ' could whip dat bush 
tub de ath , an ' tell it whut yo ' want it  to do or don ' want it to do . An ' dey ' ll 
go down j es '  lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  Jes ' by whipp in ' it an ' tellin '  ' em why 
i t ' ll do j es '  lak dat . 

(In other words that bush will die , and when it dies j us t  whatever you want 
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done will be done? ) 
Oat ' s  right . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  
8 784 . Ah heard a lady say once 

an ' say yo ' could turn round three 

Car . , (139 6 ) , 2514 : 8 . ] 
dat chew could gi t up j is '  AT DE TWIL OF DAY 
time an ' look east an ' west an ' if  dere ' s  any-

WHIRL 3 TIMES - AT DE TWIL OF DAY - THEN LOOK 
EAST AND WEST - IF ANYONE IS FAR AWAY CALL 
NAME AND HE WILL RETURN - OR TO ARISE AT 8 NEXT 
MORNING - CALL DEAD RELATIVE - HE WILL WAKE YOU 

body way off , dat cey ' ll come 
b ack . All dat yo ' got ta do is  
call dere name . An '  if yo ' 
wanta git up at eight ' clock 
in de mawnin ' an ' some of yore 
folks daid , j is '  call ' im an ' 

tell 1 im whut t ime yo ' wanta git up an ' he ' ll wake yo ' up at dat time . [The 
preceding phrase at de twi l of day is its only occurrence in Hoodoo . Never hav
ing heard this expression b efore , I can only assume that twil i s  a clipped or  
slurred twi light ; the complete exp ress ion being "at the twilight o f  day . " ]  
[Way cros s ,  Ga . , (1134 ) , 1842 : 4 . ] 

8785 . See , lak yo ' s tart today . Well ,  yo ' j es ' git chew some stee l dust an ' 
sprinkle it all roun ' dat hous e .  An '  git dere name an ' s ome cayenne peppah an ' 

WINDOW : BRING DAT NAME IN DE WINDOW - FIRST 
SPRINKLE STEEL DUST ROUND HOUSE AND CAYENNE 
PEPPER - CINNAMON - SUGAR - ON WINDOW S ILL 
CURSE - BRING NAME IN THROUGH WINDOW - LEAVES 

put it all - mix it  all up dere 
togethah , wit some brown cinna
mon an ' sugah . An ' shake all dat 
aroun ' dere . Throw it all up on 
dat window s ill . An '  curse ' em . 
Yo ' know , give ' em a bad name . 

An '  den take dey name an ' j es '  bring dat name in de window , yo ' know , an ' tie i t  
up in a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' e f .  See , lak dat , an '  ah guarantee yo ' i n  two days he 
done left .  He be walkin ' .  He cain ' t find no place in world tuh s tay . Nobody 
want ' im .  Wanta git rid o f  1 im an '  al l .  Won ' t leave him stay .  [ To get rid of  
the man in  the house , his  spirit is  tricked by carrying hi s name , his captured 
sp irit , into house through a window . This confuses the spirit so  that i t  no 
longer knows how to enter normally through the doo r .  We have a similar piece of 
magic in the funeral r i te in which coffin i� removed from hous e through window 
ins tead o f  door . ] [ New Orleans , La . , (1561) , 2858 : 5 . ] 

8 7 86 . If  you want to make a person j is '  drift an ' j is '  become a vagabond 
going here and there an ' nevah content in one place , yo ' wr ite dere name wit 

WISH EVIL WHILE WRIT ING VICTIM' S NAME ON BOARD 
OVER THIS NAME NAIL ANOTHER PIECE OF BOARD 
( COFFIN SYMBOL - SEE BETWEEN 2 BRICKS N0 . 79 8 9 ]  
MIDNIGHT THROW INTO RIVER - HIS MIND WILL DRIFT 

evil wishes on a teeny piece 
of  board , wood j oo know, thin 
board , an ' yo ' git chao a lots 
of nails an ' put anothah piece 
on . Dere name is tacked on 
dat firs t piece o f  board . An '  

den yo ' put a thin p iece o f  board on top o f  dat an ' nail it down fine , j is ' put 
plenty nails in rotat ion . An '  at 1 2  o ' clock at night yo ' throw dat in de  rivah , 
an ' as dat board floats an ' drifts down de s tream ,  why dat person will drift . 
Dere mind will b ecome unsettled an ' dey ' ll j is '  go to an ' fro . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

WI SH :  WHILE WRITING VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIME S 
PUT THIS PAPER IN BOTTLE WITH VINEGAR - 9 PODS 
OF RED PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - SEAL - INTO RIVER 
VICTIM DRIFTS UNT IL BOTTLE STOPPER REMOVED 

(973) , 1575 : 1 . ] 
8 7 8 7 . If yo ' want to make ' em 
drift , yo ' j es '  take it an ' get 
dat . Yo ' always go t to get dat 
name an ' get dere right name , 
an ' fix it up . Yo ' put it  into 

a bottle an ' yo '  get yo ' some vinegar , s trong , good vinegar , an ' stick dat name 
down into dat vinegar , wit nine pods o f  red peppah - red peppah , not a s trained 
pepp ah . 
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(Nine pods of red pepper? ) 
Yeah , an '  s tick i t  down into dat bottle wit his name in it an ' dat old Eps om 

salts an ' dat peppah . An '  yo ' can take it an ' go to de rivah . Yo ' seal dat 
bot tle up an ' yo ' go to de rivah an ' p it ch it right in de channel . I t ' ll float . 
An' as long as de bottle will float , dey ' ll always be goin ' - dey goin ' to keep 
goin ' . Dey won ' t stay in no one place . Dey ' ll go to one place an ' den dey ' ll 
come b ack to anothah pla ce . Dey ' ll  keep a-goin ' an ' dey ' ll nevah stop goin ' 
until somepin ge ts  dat bottle an ' knocks dat s toppah out of dere . It goin ' to 
ge t loose s ome way , if dose [ things inside ] won ' t keep it  [ afloat ] . 

( I  see . Now , you only write the name once on that piece o f  pap er? You only 
write it once? ) 

No , write it  nine times , an ' den make yore wish when yo ' are writ in ' it . 
(Oh , I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 26) , 1207 : 2 . ] 
8 7 8 8 .  [Here we are concerned with the great magic rite of wrapp ing , folding , 

rolling , turning , and twis ting something to you or from you . I have added infor

WRAP - FOLD - ROLL - TURN :  TO OR FROM YOU 
MOON NEW - NAME ON FIRST PAPER - WRAP TO YOU 
ON SECOND PAPER WRITE FOR HELP - WRAP TO YOU 
ON THIRD PAPER - WISH FOR LUCK - WRAP TO YOU 
THE WISH PAPER BURY IN CENTER OF DOORSTEPS 
WALK OVER 3 SUCCESSIVE MORNINGS IN NEW MOON 
PAPERS 1 AND 2 WRAP UP IN A PAPER 4 - WRAP 
TO YOU - WEAR IN RIGHT POCKET - 3 MORNINGS 
REPEAT PSALM 37 [ BECAUSE OF NUMBERS 3 AND 7 ]  
EVERY MORNING PUT URINE ON PAPER 3 AT DOOR 
SAME RITE WITH CHANGES USED WITH FOOT TRACK 

mant ' s  foot-track rite to show the 
" from you" aspec t  of the action . ] 
Concernin ' de moon ,  yo '  wants tuh 
pick de new moon , growin'  early , 
when de moon is  in its infancy . 
Den yo ' , when yo ' cravin ' fo ' 

luck , write chure name on a p iece 
o f  papah , see ,  an ' yo ' begin tuh 
fold i t . Roll i t  tuhwards yo ' ,  
yo ' undahstan ' . An ' yo '  roll i t  
tuhwards yo ' an ' den yo ' wrap 
anothah piece of papah askin ' or 
express in ' yore des ire .  Ask dem 

tuh be good enough tuh accomplish whut chews af tah .  An '  yo ' wrap dat in a sepa
rate paper towards yo ' den .  Den yo ' make a wish on de third papah . Roll it  
tuhwards yo ' , fold it up all de time . Yo ' understan ' . 

(You make this  wish on the third piece o f paper . You write that down . )  
Den yo ' take dis p iece o f  papah wit  yore wish on it  an ' yo ' bury it  at chure 

front do ' ,  see . Bury it exactly at de centah o f  d e  steps  so dat yo ' could always 
walk ovah it , even if yo ' not thinkin ' of it at dat time . Yo ' do dat especially 
fo ' three mawnin ' s in s ucces sion , one right behin ' de othah . Try to arrange tuh 
have tuh do all dis in de time of  de new moon . Dat ' s de end o f  dat person . 

(What do you do with those other two pieces of  paper then ? )  
Dese two pieces o f  papah dat yo ' have firs t wri tten , yo ' wrap d em  up tuhgethah 

den in ano thah piece o f  papah . Fold dat outer p apah towards yo ' ag ' in at de s ame 
time . Den yo ' repeat de 37th Psalm three t imes , an ' each mawnin ' yo ' undahstan ' ,  
but in de meantime yo ' weah dat in yore right pocke t . Keep dose two wri tin ' s in 
yore pocket , whils t  de o thah one is layin ' at chure front door . 

(Then, how long are you suppo sed to wear those papers and keep that o ther 
paper under the s t eps ? )  

Let dose papahs stay dere unt il dey have exhaus ted . Only yo ' kin every mawnirr 
make yore urinate an ' pour it right where yo ' have dat buried . 

(And what do you do all this for ? )  
Fo ' good luck , t uh  accomplish , t uh  be success ful i n  anythin ' dat chew want . 
[ Foot- track or " from you" rite begins : ]  
Dey will take dat , dis foot track an '  dey will try to  git every b it of it ; 

yo ' undah s tan ' , don ' t  leave any o f  it . Git dat an ' put dat in a piece of  papah 
yes , papah. Wrap it up in three wrappin ' s , an ' if dey wants to run yo ' away , dey 



- Hoodo o  - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Ro otwork - 3 5 8 9  

will take dat an' put it in de neares t runnin ' stream o f  watah an ' throw it ovah
bo ' d an ' den dey go ahead . 

(What do you mean , wrap it in three wrappings - j us t  one , two , three ? ) 
Yo ' wrap dat from yuh . An ' den dey ' ll wrap it in three different papahs , s ee .  

Dat same wrapp ings . An ' den take dat an ' throw it ovahbo ' d . An ' dey d o  dat , 
too , in de new moon . 

(And they get this dirt out of how many tracks o r  any part icular t rack ? )  
Out of yore right  track . 
(And do they take these three pieces o f  paper altogether , one , or j us t  throw 

them separately into the water ? )  
[ I knew what was done . This is merely a search f o r  further details . ]  
No sir , put dem to gethah , wrap ' em up . Dat is , ah mean dey wrap all dese 

three tubgethah . An ' every one of dem dey wrap , dey will wrap ' em goin ' from 
dem . An' when dey wrap de las t one , dey wrap it goin ' from dem. An ' den dey 
throw dat in a stream dat is goin ' from de do ' [ throw downs tream] . Dey don ' t  
throw i t  de way dat [ s tream i s coming ] . Dey always throw it behin ' de s tream . 
Yo ' see , dey throw it s o  dat wrappah - so it goin ' from yo ' ,  not comin ' to yuh . 
Yo ' undahs tan ' whut ab mean? 

(I unders tand . ) · [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , (1051) ,  1 7 05 : 6 . ] 

3 .  LETTERS AND HANDWRITING 

[Closely connected with the preceding section � is the present section 
LETTERS AND HANDWRITING , the letter part of the latter t itle being concerned with 
the names of  the writer and the person to  whom the letter was written. Here in 
the written word we have magi c action second only to the spoken wo rd . As usual 
in hoodoo or wit chcraft or magic , nothing belongs exclus ively in one action , 
condition or locat ion . Bo th Letters and handwriting , therefore , are scat tered 
throughout the complete text . ]  

8789 . Lak yo ' would write a let tah to somebody an' if dey wanted yo ' to come 
where dey wuz or somep in lak dat . Well , dey take an ' open it [Bible ] to a cer

BIBLE - OPEN AT CERTAIN PLACE - PUT IN LETTER 
RECEIVED FROM ABSENT PERSON - FOR 9 MORNINGS 
THEN READ A PSALM - WRITER WILL COME TO YOU 

tain chaptah in de Bible an ' 
place it in dere - on a certain 
chaptah . An '  fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
git up an ' read ano thah P salm in 
de Bible fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an' 

she ' ll come where dey are . [ For  Bib le , see a lso No . 8840. ] [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , ( 1 398) , 2518 : 12 . ] 

BLUESTONE AND RED PEPPER - RESEAL IN LETTER - 8 7 9 0 . If somebody writes yo ' a 
RETURN TO SENDER - ON OPENING BECOMES BLIND le ttah an '  yo ' don ' t want tuh bear 

from dem , yo ' take bluestone an ' 
cayenne peppah an ' seal [ reseal ] it  an ' send i t  back to dem ,  an ' when it ' s  opened 
dey ' ll _ lose dere eyes ight . [Fredericksburg , Va . , cyl . 80 . ] 

BLOOD - FROM LEFT-HAND MIDDLE FINGER 
LETTER WITH - MAIL . TO HIM - HE WILL RETURN HOME 

8 791 . De finger , dat finger 
right dere [ demonstrates ] ,  pick 
it t ill it bleed . 
(That middle finger in the left 
hand . )  
An '  write · �  a lettab.  Jes ' 
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take a pencil an ' daub it  in dere an ' write ' im  a lettah an ' he come back home . 
(What would she do with that letter after she writes it? ) 
She don ' t  do anythin ' ,  j es '  mail it tuh ' im. [ For writing with blood , see 

also Nos . 8485-8489 , etc . ] [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1056 ) , 1716 : 5 . ] 
87 92 . ( Suppose you want to  bring them back if they are gone ? )  
Oh , yo ' kin do dat . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Well , yo ' kin , don ' t care where dey are , even if d ey are dead ; yo ' see dey 

[ dead ] , yo ' know , dere spirit . Yo ' kin take dis way : on yore left  hand , tuh 

BLOOD - FROM MIDDLE FINGER OF LEFT HAND - WITH 
THI S AND NEW PEN SHE WRITES HIS AND HER NAMES 
BURIES PAPER - WRITING FACE DOWN - AT MIDNIGHT 
HE WILL RETURN - IF DEAD HIS SPIRIT WILL APPEAR 

yore heart [ demons trates ] .  
(Take the middle finger? )  
Yes , dat ' s  supposed tuh be 
yore heart , lead [ immediately ] 
tuh yore heart . Well ,  yo ' git 
a ink pin [ pen often called 

pin and pin called pen ] bran ' -new ink pin wit a point dat ' s  nevah been used fo ' 
nuthin , writin ' p in.  Well , yo ' take dat pin [pen ] an ' yo ' pierce dat right in 
until yo ' git enough of blood tuh write wit ,  yo ' see .  Yo ' git a plain p iece o f  
papah an ' yo ' take an ' write wit chure blood - write dere name an ' yore name an ' 
yo ' buries dis pap ah at midnight wit de writin '  down . No mattah where dey ' ll be  
dey ' ll come . Dey ' ll come . If dey dead , de spirit , yo ' ll see it . 

(You ' ll s ee the spirit . )  [Mob ile , Ala . , (676) , 895 : 3 . ] 
8793 . Ah heard dat ef  yo ' write , if  yo ' st ick yore finger an ' yo ' had a 

lover dat was goin ' away . An '  yo ' kin s t ick yore fingah , draw some of  yore 

BLOOD FROM WEDDING FINGER - WOMAN USES TO WRITE 
DEPARTED MAN ' S NAME - HER NAME BENEATH - FOLD 
IN SHAPE OF HEART - MAIL TO HIM - HE RETURNS 

blood an ' write ' is name . Den 
write chure name undah dat an ' 
put it  in ano thah papah . Fold 
it in de shape of a heart an ' 
put it in a lettah an ' send it 

tuh ' im .  [ If you did this ] that he would 
(Do you stick any finger? ) 

come home . 

Yeah , dis weddin ' fingah , weddin ' ring fingah [ finger next to little finger 
on left hand ] , dis here engagement fingah . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 01 or 702 ) , 9 61 : 6 . ] 

8794 . A man promised tuh marry dis woman ' s  daughtah , an ' he got ' er messed 
up an ' he went away . So she went an ' got ' er a bumbleb ee . Took dis bumblebee , 

BUMBLEBEE PARCHED AND ROLLED - PUT IN LETTER 
BROUGHT BACK MAN WHO HAD MESSED UP YOUNG WOMAN 

cooked dis bumbleb ee , put ' im 
in de stove an ' parched ' im an ' 
rolled de powdahs o f  dis bee 
[ rolled parched b ee to a pow

der ] . Took de powders an ' dusted it all ovah lettahs . An ' he wuz in Phila
delphia . An '  she dus t  dis let tah good wit dis powdahs an ' den wrote on it , j es '  
so  he wouldn ' t pay any ' tenshun [ to the powder ] . An '  he come back three days 
aftah he got  de lettah . 

{What was the idea o f  the us ing the bumblebee on it? ) 
Dey said de bumblebee brought ' im back , de powdahs o f  dis bumblebee . J es ' 

take de powdahs o f  de bumblebee an ' b ring ' em  back . [ The spirit o f  the bumblebee 
would sting him b ack . ] [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1492 ) , 2662 : 17 . ] · 

8 795 . Somebody [wrote them ] lettah .  An ' dey take it  an ' look at it  an ' see 
where it  came from. An '  if dey don ' t wanta read de lettah ,  why j es '  take it  an ' 

BURN LETTER - MAKE YO ' TREMBLE IN DE HAN '  
throw it in de fiah an ' burn it up , 
an ' don ' read it . Say it will make 
yo ' tremb le in de han ' an ' yo ' can ' t 

do no plain [ legible]  writin ' any mo ' . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1438) , 2609 : 5 . ] 
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8796 . Take his han ' writin ' an ' po ' gas on dat an ' burn it . Dat would make 
' is hands tremb le .  

(Pour gasoline on it ? )  
Yes , an '  burn it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1493) , 2663 : 19 . ] 
8797 . If  yo ' bum dere han ' writ in ' , dat wi ll make ' em nervous in writin ' . 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368) , 2422 : 6 . ] 
8 7 9 8 .  Dey kin t ake yore han ' wr i t in '  an ' cuz 

lose de s t rength of yore han ' . [Waycro ss , Ga . , 

BURN LETTER AND WISH WRITER EVIL - HAND TREMBLES 

yo ' to lose - humin ' it  up an ' 
( 1095) , 1765 : 8 . ] 

8 7 9 9 . They burn i t  [ hand
WPiting ] an ' make dere 
wishes an ' it ' ll cause yore 

hand t uh  tremb le . [Elizabeth Ci ty , N. Car . , (438) , 558 : 7 . ] 
8800 . If yo ' got a purtty han ' writin '  an ' a person don ' t lak it , an ' if dey 

get a holda yore writin ' , dey ' ll take yuh wri t in '  an ' burn it up wit c ayenne 

BURN LETTER WITH CAYENNE PEPPER AND SALT 
TO GIVE A PERSON A NERVOUS OR SHAKY HAND 

peppah an ' salt , an ' dat ' l l get choo 
nervous in yuh writin ' , yo ' know , 
when yo ' start tuh writ e ,  an ' yo ' 
can ' t  write a nice dec ent hand as 

yo ' once did , yo ' know , cuz yo ' can ' t  hold it [ pencil o r  p en]  l evel . [Wilming
ton , N. Car . , (268) , 189 : 12+85 . ] 

8801 . Dey tell me dey take yore han ' writin '  an ' put some sulphur in it  - whut 
ah heard now ; ah dunno - an ' put it in dat fiah wit [ red ] peppah an ' yo ' can ' t 

BURN LETTER WITH RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR 
YO ' CAN 'T WRITE NO MO ' 

DEP UNDER A PRESS 9 DAYS - LETTER SOAKED IN 
lED PEPPER AND VINEGAR - BURN - DRAWS HANDS UP 

write no mo ' .  Ah heard dat . 
(They put pepper in it and they 
put it in the f ire and burn it . )  
Sulphur an ' peppah , yes suh . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1370) , 242 8 :  9 .] 
8802 . Take that • • •  
(This  let t e r . ) 
Yes , an ' wet it in vinegar an '  
c ayenne p eppah . Wet it in vin

egar an ' sprinkle cayenne peppah on it an '  put it undah a press [ heavy weight ] . 
An '  a ftah it s t ay under dat press nine days , s ay they go dere an ' life dat press 
up an' yuh fingerp rints are p lain on i t . 

( I  see . What is that suppo s ed to do to you? ) 
Den dey takes dat an ' some way or ano thah dey burn it an ' fix it , an ' say dat 

it draws yuh hands up . 
(Draws yo ur hands up . I see . ) [Ri chmond ,  Va . , (428) , 447 : 1 . ] 
880 3 .  I f  a b oy i s  goin ' wit a girl an ' she wri tes tuh ' im an ' she don ' t  like 

' im , she take dis let tah [ from him ]  an ' burn it up .  Throw i t  in de fiah an '  burn 

III.ITER I S  UNLOVED IF RECEIVER BURNS UP LETTER 

SIIE INITIALS HIS LETTER - BURNS AND WEARS HALF 
&SHES IN HER SHOE - RETURNS OTHER HALF TO HIM 

it , an ' he ' ll nevah go near ' er 
any mo ' ,  cuz she don ' t lak ' fm. 
[Wilson ,  N .  Car . , ( 1493 ) , 
2 6 63 : 8 . ] 
8804 . Jes ' lak ah ' d  s et down 
heah an ' write a lettah .  Well , 
me an ' ' er [ living ] togethah . 

�1 , perhap s  ah may not send dis lettah nowhere , yo ' see , an ' ah 'm gone . Ah 
ran away an ' leave ' er an ' leave dat let tah dere . Well , if she wanted [ to ]  git 
.e back , why she would take dat le ttah , yo ' see , an '  write ' er ' nitial on it ; set 
� an ' burn i t  up in de fiahplace dere to ashes ,  an ' take one-half of ' em an '  
put ' em in d e  bo t tom o f  ' er shoe an ' weah it , an ' de othah half o f  ' em  an ' put in 
4at let tah an ' s end it  tuh me . An '  when ah git dat ah will come back tuh ' er . 



3592  - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

[Waycross , Ga . , (1112 ) , 1785 : 8 . ]  
880 5 .  I f  she write a let tah , yo ' take dat l et tah an ' write chure name on it . 

Wri t e  her name [ she has already wr it ten he r name in the signature ] an ' take an ' 
burn it . Take part of de ashes an ' send it back to her an ' yo ' keep part o f  it , 

A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT VERSION OF PRECEDING RITE 
an ' dat ' ll bring her back home . 
(That is , i f  this woman writes 
a let ter to me - my wife ' s left 

and she writ es a letter to me . I will write my name on that letter . Well , I 
will burn the letter and I will keep part of the ashes and send part to  her . 
Then she would have to come back to me . ) [Waycross , Ga . , (1099) , 17 75 : 7 . ] 

VI CTIM' S HANDWRITING BURN - WRAP IN HIS TOWEL OR 
HANDKERCHIEF - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - CRAZY 

8806 . It ' s  one thing they do 
to you . 
(What ' s that ? ) 

Dey ' ll take a plate or saucer or 
a while ago , an ' d en get somepin 
somepin yo ' use about yore face , 
stream an ' run yo ' crazy . 

Dey kin take yore handwritin ' . 
somepin an ' burn it j es '  lak yo ' did dat othah 
- j es ' a face towel or pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef -
an ' t ie dat up in i t , an '  t ake it to a runnin ' 

(How will it run you crazy? 
Yes , s ir . 

You mean they throw that into the running s tream?)  

(And that will run you cra�y , I see . ) 
Yes , sir . [See also later margin ti tle WATER-RUNNING . ] [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  

{ 7 3 8 ) , 1009 : 5 . ] 
8807 . Dey say if dey git  hold of  

put  i t  i n  vinegah an ' bury it , i t ' l l  
yore han ' writin ' , ariybody ' s han ' writ in '  an ' 
upset ' em a lot ; upse t dey nerves an ' dey 

BURY HANDWRITING - VINEGAR - UPSET DEY NERVES 

BURY HANDWRITING AFTER DRAWING IT BY STEAMING 
OUT ES SENCE OF SWEAT AND ODOR AND SPIRIT 

can ' t  write an ' can ' t  do any
thing . [ Fayet tevill e , N. Car . , 
( 1452) , 2637 : 4 . ] 
8808 . Oh , yes , dey kin take 
yore han ' writ in '  so dey s ays . 
Take yo re han ' writin '  an ' draw 

it [see No . 8836 ] .  An '  aftah dey g i t  i t , dey steam it , take it , some s ort ovah 
s team , j es '  lak yo ' boilin '  sompin ,  take it an ' steam i t .  An '  dey takes dat an ' 
bury i t .  If  yo '  don ' lak or yo ' lak ' em - e ithah one - dey kin take i t  an ' git 
rid o f yo ' ei thah way . 

(If  they don ' t like me what do they do with that ? )  
Well , i f  dey don ' t lak yo ' , yo ' s ee , dey j es '  git rid o f  yo ' .  If dey don ' 

wanta kill yo ' ,  dey kin git rid of yo ' . Jes ' take i t , yo ' know , an ' t ie it up 
or burn it up . 

(What will that do to you? ) 
Dat j e s ' throw yo ' mind o f fa dem , so yo ' don ' care fo ' dem.  [ S t . Petersburg , 

Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 13 . ] 
8809 . Den ag ' in , ah heard a boy say dat he was goin ' wit a girl an ' dis girl 

wro te ' im a le t tah ,  an '  he wasn ' t  on such good terms wit dis girl . An ' he took 

CORNERS 4 OF LETTER - BURN : 
(1)  RETURN TO WRITER - SHOWS YOU DIDN 'T WANT 

TO BE BOTHERED - ALSO GIVES BAD LUCK 

dis lettah an ' burned it on de 
fo ' cornahs , an ' s ent it  back 
tuh ' er tuh let ' er know he 
didn ' t  want to be bothered . 
Oat ' s supp osed tuh give her 

all kinds of b ad luck . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  ( 2 2 ) , by Ediphone . ]  
8810 . Dey could take yore handwritin ' on a p iece of papah , but de way how 

it is , how it comes in , ah ' m  goin ' give yo ' de b eginnin ' of it . It ' s  de same if  
yo ' should happen tuh go  - if somebody should happen tuh go away an ' dey should 
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write tuh yo ' .  Well , all right , dey ' d put it in an envelope . Well , dey puts 

( 2 )  DON 'T CARE TO HAVE NUTHIN TO DO WIT CHOO 
some kind o f  powdah in dere.  
Ah forgot  de name of de powdah , 
but dey put dat powdah in dere 

to seal it , yo ' know , an ' dat powdah will come out de minute yo ' open it . Yore 
handwri tin ' will be in it . I f  yo ' should happen tuh go an ' write a person a 
le ttah [ like tha t ]  an ' dey . take it an '  burn it  on de fo ' cornahs , or pro ' bly 
burn it all up tuh dust , an ' put it back in de mail an ' mail it back tuh yo ' -
well , dey stay dere demself . Dey f ind dat dey j es '  don ' t care tuh have nuthin 
to do wit choo . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 511) , 605 : 2 . ] 

(3)  BURNING 4 CORNERS - DAT 'S A INSULT 
8811 . Well , when yo ' burn de fo ' 
cornahs of de lettah , dat ' s  a insult . 
Dat ' s  whut dat is , an ' tub break up 

whosomevah dat chure in love wit . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (12 06 ) ,  2038 : 13 . ] 

(4)  DON ' WANT 'EM NO MO ' 

(5)  NEVAH INTAHFEHE WID 'ER NO MO ' 

881 2 .  Well , all ah heard about dat ,  wuz 
j es '  yo ' burn de fo ' cornahs of de lettah 
an ' send it  back . Dat means dat chew don' 
want ' em no mo '  • [Memphis , Tenn . , (1548),  
2811 : 7 . ] 
8813 . If  yo ' write a girl a lettah an '  
she don ' t wan ' choo or don ' want tub have 
nuthin tuh do wid choo , she take an ' burn 

dose fo ' cornahs of  de lettah ,  an ' take an ' mail it b ack tuh yuh' , an ' j oo won ' 
nevah intahfere wid ' er no mo ' .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (315 ) , 243 : 5+85 . ] 

8814 . Yo ' burn de fo ' cornah o f  de lettah [ you receive from someone ] an ' fold 
it down tight an ' put it away in any secret place , where it won ' t be misplaced . 

( 6 )  WRITER' S  HANDS WILL SHAKE LIKE PALSY 
It ' ll make yo ' [ the reader ] have 
yuh hands tremblin '  lak yo ' have 

of yuh hand . 
120 : 5+85 . ] 

de palsy an ' yo ' can ' t  have de use 
[Wilmington, N .  Car . , ( 2 14 , informant from Pinewood S .  Car . ) , 

8815 . If somebody wrote yo ' a let tah an '  yo ' didn ' t want ' em to write any 
more an ' [want to ] get rid o f  ' em ,  yo ' take dis let tah an ' burn de four ends an ' 

(7 )  SIGHT WILL BE LOS T  BY WRITER 

( 8) ASHES FROM 4 CORNERS OF LETTER 
GIVES YOU POWER OVER THE WRITER 

dat ' ll make yo ' [ the writer ] lose yore 
sight . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  ( 6 7 ) , by 
Ediphone . )  
881 6 . Ah hear dat if dey git holt o f  
yore han ' writin ' o r  anythin ' lak dat , 
if yo ' d  write a lettah , dey take it an ' 

burn fo ' cornahs off  it an '  ketch de ashes , or sompin o thah lak dat , an ' send yo ' 
de lettah back . Says dey go t chew den . Says it will make yo ' come back, as long 
as dey hold dem ashes dere . Jes ' burn de cornah where yo ' roll dat , say yo ' ll 
come back if dey want chew tuh come back . [Wilson , N. Car . , (1455) , 2645 : 10 . ] 

( 9 )  AFTER BURNING OFF 4 CORNERS OF LETTER 
STEEP IN PEPPER TEA - MAIL - RECEIVER 
WILL NOT WRITE AGAIN - ALSO GOES BLIND 

8817 . Why a person could write a 
let tah to yo ' an ' if dey don ' t 
wanta hear from yo ' , why they 
burn de fo ' cornahs off dat let
tab , an ' den dey boil peppah tea , 

s teep dat le ttah in i t ,  an ' seal it up an ' send it back tuh yo ' ,  an '  yo ' can ' t  
write ' em no mo ' .  An '  den dey will go blind from dat . [Brunswick, Ga. , (1214) , 

(10) BURN 4 CORNERS - PERFUME REST - BURN - CRAZY 
2060 : 14a. ] 
8818 . Take yore han 'writ
in ' an '  burn each cornah 
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of  it , an ' put some perfume on it [ o f  let ter ] an ' let . it dry an ' burn it up . Dat 
would

. 
cause yo ' to go crazy . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1105) , 1 7 7 9 : 10 . ] 

8819 . Cut de cornahs o f f  o f  it , all fo ' cornahs off  o f  i t , an ' yo ' kin do 
somepin wit ' em dataway . Well , yo ' kin take ' em j es '  lak anybody writin ' yo ' a 
love le ttah .  Jes ' lak yo ' g i t  a let tah - j es '  1ak ah got a fren ' boy [boy friend] 

(11) GIRL BURNS 4 CORNERS OF LETTER SENT 
TO HER BOY FRIEND BY ANOTHER - GIRL 
SINGES OWN HAIR OVER ASHES - SLEEPS ON 

an ' he got ano thah fren ' girl 
[ g irl friend ] . Well , j es '  lak 
he goin ' wit her an ' goin ' wit 
me but ah don ' t know nuthin 
' bout it . Well , suppose she 

goin ' write ' im a lettah .  Well , i f  ah happen tub g i t  de let tah an ' read i t , an ' 
don ' t lak whut she say on it , don ' t even know he wuz goin ' wit ' er ,  well ah take 
dat let tah an ' burn all fo ' cornahs . All fo ' cornahs off dat lettah an ' singe 
it wit chure hair . Yo ' know, not [ don ' t singe i t ]  on yore haid , but yo ' s inge 
it wit dat , an ' wrap it up an ' sleep wit it evah night . An ' dat ' ll soon make ' ia  
an ' dis girl break up . Yeah , j es '  lak yo ' take a match an ' j es '  stick a fire tub 
de hair an ' s inge it an ' burn all fo ' cornahs off  i t , de lettah , an ' den yo ' seal 
dis hair up in de lettah .  An '  yo ' take it  an ' put it undah yore pillah an '  sleep 
wit it undah dere evah night . An '  dat ' ll make him an ' dis girl soon break up . 

(You take some of your own hair an '  burn this hair over that letter and let 
this dus t  fall on that let ter . Then you fold that dust in that letter and sleep 
on it? ) 

Yes . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1320) , 2264 : 3 . ] 
8820 . Well , we could take yore han ' writin '  

black wit de lamp an ' burn i t  in sulphah . Put 

(12)  AFTER BURNING OFF 4 CORNERS OF LETTER 
WITH SULPHUR - LYE - SALT - RETURN TO 
SENDER GIVING HIM A TREMBLING ARM 

an '  put it ovah a lamp an ' git it 
a little lye wit i t , yo ' undah

s tan ' . Take it  an ' burn i t  at 
all fo ' cornahs . See , yo ' take 
dat salt an '  sulphah an ' wipe it 
o f f  aftah yo ' put it  on papah an '  
burn i t  a t  d e  fo ' cornahs an ' 

mail it back tub yo ' .  An ' dat ' ll give 
han ' , an ' dere ain ' t a way in de worl ' 
1542 : 11 . ] 

yore arm a tremble , a tremble all in yore 
tub git ovah it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (959) , 

8821 . Burn it in de centah - j es '  take yo ' 
hole in de centah [ o f  let t er ] . Burn on de fo ' 

(13)  ON RECEIVING A LETTER - BURN HOLE IN 
CENTER - BURN OFF 4 CORNERS - QUINCUNX 

a match an ' burn it , burn a little 
cornahs an ' den mail it any place. 

An ' dat ' s  bad luck tub yo ' . 
[Thi s creates the 5 points of a 
quincunx . ] 
(That is , this letter that you 
received from this person? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Dey don ' t have tub 

send i t  back tub yo ' .  It ' s  bad luck tub dis man at any p lace .  It  kin go  back 
tub de dead let tah o ffice . It ' s b ad luck tub yo ' [ the writer ] .  [Memphis ,  Tenn. , 

(14) ON RECEIVING A LETTER - BURN HOLE IN 
CENTER - CLIP OFF [DO NOT BURN OFF ] 
4 CORNERS - POWDER A LIZARD - SPRINKLE 
ON LETTER - BURY - LOSE CONTROL OF HAND 

(1518) , 2696 : 3 . ] 
882 2 . They kin take yore han ' 
writ in '  - dey kin receive a 
lettah f rom yo ' . Dey take dat 
lettah an ' dey clip all four 
cornahs of  it , see .  Don ' t  clip 

the who le let tah , clip all fo ' cornahs of it off  like dat , see . Dey take dat 
lettah den an ' dey burn a little hole in it right in de middle , s ee .  Aftah dey 
have burnt dat den , dey goes out an '  dey get s a lizard , an ' dey takes an ' dey 
kills dis lizard , yo ' see.  An '  dey parches ' im  up to where dey kin make a powdah 
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out o f  it . Aftah dey make dat powdah , den dey sprinkle it all ovah dat lettah , 
yo ' see .  Dey folds dat lettah up good , see , an '  dey folds i t  up an ' dey take it 
an '  bury it some place in de ground , yo ' see , an ' yo ' lose control of dat hand . 

IF YOU RECEIVE A LETTER FOLD EACH 4 CORNERS 
TO YOU - KEEP TURNING LETTER AND FOLDING TO 
YOU UNTIL CONVENIENT FOR UNDER RIGHT INSOLE 

(I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (873) , 
1424 : 1 . 1 
8823 . Ah ' ll take yore han ' writin ' , 
whethah it ' s  chure name or what 
not , it ' s  chure han ' writin ' . Ah ' ll 
turn de fo ' cornahs in , if it ' s  a 

Den ah ' ll fold ' em an ' put ' em undah mah 
(Turn thes e  four corners in , then you 
Yes s ir , tuh me all de t ime . 

lettah , turn ' em all in tuh me . 
shoe .  
fold them over onc e .  Jus t once? ) 

(Once or twice? ) 
Yeah , any way fold it  tuh yo ' all de while  [ unt il you have a convenient pack

age ] . 
(Jus t make a little packag e .  Always fold it to you . ) 

Yes sir , an ' ah weahs it undah mah shoes . Co ' se ,  whethah yo ' a woman or man 
ah ' ll handle yo ' . 

(What shoe do you wear that in? ) 
Yo ' weah dat in de right sho e .  [Mob ile , Ala . ,  ( 702) , 963 : 4 . ] 
8824 . Lak if  a girl write a let tah tuh mah boy fren ' , well ah ' d  git holt of 

it an ' ah ' d  wanta break dem up . Well ah ' d  git di s lettah an ' tear it up , tear 
de cornahs o f f  it , or 

IF A GIRL WRITES YOUR BOY FRIEND 
TEAR OFF 4 CORNERS AND MAIL TO HER - BREAKS THEM UP 

CUT 4 CORNERS FROM LETTER - RETURN TO WRI TER 
MEANS : DON 'T WANT NUTHIN ELSE TUH DO WIT 'ER 

eithah burn de cornahs o f f , 
an ' send it  back tuh ' er .  
Oat would break dem up . 
[ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , 
(1426) ' 257 2 : 7 .  1 
8825 . Cut de fo ' cornahs 
of dat lettah ,  s ee ,  an ' 
put it  in anothah envelope 
an ' addres s it b ack tuh ' er .  
See , send i t  tuh ' er .  
(Well , what will that do ? )  
Means dat chew don ' t want 

nuthin else  tuh do wit ' er no mo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1 211) , 2048 : 6 . ] 
8826 . Lak if yo ' write a lettah tuh someone an ' dey git chure han ' writin '  or 

dey know yore han ' writin ' ,  dey take dis han ' writin ' - take dis let tah an ' cut 
each cornahs off it . Jes ' lak yo ' got a sheet of let tah an ' yo ' cut each cornahs 

lEAR OR CUT EACH CORNER FROM MAN '  S LETTER 
PUT IN CENTER OF LETTER MONTHLY BLOOD IN 
fLANNEL - FOLD 4 TIMES - CORNER TO CORNER 
!WUNG TRIANGLES - WEARS IN PUBIC REGION 

off o f  it , an ' take it  an ' fold i t  up 
intuh f o ' parts , take an ' fold it up 
dis way. Den yo ' take it - lak if 
she wanted ' er husban ' tuh come back 
tuh ' er .  Den she take dis lettah 
aftah she fold it up - aftah ' er 

.unthly come on her - an ' she take some o f  ' er monthly an ' she take a small p iece 
of flannel rag , an ' tie i t  up in dat small flannel rag . Fold dat lettah , fold 
4at lettah fo ' times , an '  ' er monthlies in d is li ' le flannel rag , an ' den she 
take dat an ' she weah it . Aftah she take an ' fold it up , den she weahs it tuh 
• er navel down heah - dis side of  ' er navel . 

[The navel is not meant ,  see later. ] 
(Which s ide? ) 
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On ' er left s ide , An '  den aftah she do dat , she weah i t  s o  many days . An '  ah 
heahs women says , aftah she weahs it  so many days , dey guarantee dat he will come 
back tub dem , don ' t  ca ' where he ' s  at , if he in New Yawk or anywhere , It will 
take effect on ' em an ' dey come b ack . 

( Show me how that letter is fold ed with that p iece of paper now? Firs t , they 
tear the corners off , you say? ) 

Dat ' s  right , teah de cornahs . 
Den she take dis flannel rag an '  ' er minis trate an ' she put dat right in de 

centah of dat , an ' she take it an ' she fold it  lak dat [ demonstrates ] . 
( She folds one corner to the opposite corner? ) 
Yes , suh .  
(She folds every corner to the opposite corner , making a triangle . All r ight.  

Like making a lit tle hat that you would wear . ) 
Yes . 
(Then she wears that right between her legs . ) 
Dat ' s  i t .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1413) , 2541 : 5 . ] 
8827 . Yes , ah ' ve heard dat if  yo ' take dat han ' writin ' an ' if yo ' cut d e  fo ' 

cornahs - yo ' takes de let tah an ' yo ' takes an '  fold it tuhgethah an ' yo ' takes 
dose fo ' cornahs an '  yo ' clip dos e  cornahs off . Yo ' takes dose cornahs an ' yo '  

FOUR CORNERS ' OF FOLDED LETTER CUT OFF MAKES 
8 INS TEAD OF THE USUAL 4 TRIANGLES WE HAVE HAD 
PUT THESE TRIANGLES TOGETHER AND CUT AGAIN 
CUT 'EM AS MANY TIMES AS YO ' GOT FINGAHS 
BURN THE HANDWRITING AND BURY THE ASHES 
IN A HOLE WIT A CUT JES ' LAK DE LETTAH • • •  CUT 
TURN DEBE POINTS • • •  LAK • • •  POINTS ON DE LETTAH • • •  

DAT WILL MAKE YO ' SO NERVOUS • • • COULDN 'T WRITE 

puts ' em  right tuhgethah an ' 
cut ' em ag ' in . Yo ' have tub 
cut ' em as many t imes as yo ' 
got fingahs . An '  evah time yo ' 
cut ' em yo ' have tub lay all de 
points de same way . An '  den yo ' 
take dis han ' writin '  an ' yo ' 
takes an '  burns it . An ' den 
yo ' - whatsomevah , j es '  lak yo ' 
take an ' hold it ovah sompin 

an ' burn , den yo ' takes de li ' le ashes or dust from what somevah i t  is , an ' yo ' 
goes an ' bury i t . An ' when yo ' bury it , yo ' bury it in a hole wit a cut j es '  lak 

de lettah supposed [ to ]  be cut . Yo ' turn dese po ints j es '  lak yo ' have turnt 
dese points on de let tah .  An '  den dey say dat dat will make yo ' so nervous , when 
yo ' gi t ready tub write ag ' in , yo '  couldn ' t wri t e  atall , couldn ' t write  a scratch. 

( In other words , the hole is in sort of the shape of a diamond ? )  
[A square or ob long with 4 cut off  corners is scarcely the shape of a diamond! ] 

Yeah . 
(And you have to keep cut ting those squares and keep putting those p ieces to

gether . ) 
Uh-huh , until yo ' cut ' em ten times [ for the number see comment later ] . Den 

yo ' take do se squares [ triangles ] an ' yo ' burn ' em. Den put ' em  in de d i ' mond
s quare [ho le ] an ' bury ' em . 

(That makes you nervous in your hand ? )  
Yeah . [ In thi s rite we are asked to accep t a fantas tic number o f  triangles . 

We begin with the original 4 triangles by cutting o f f  the 4 corners of  the let
ter . These we must cut 10 times , quite an exercise in geometric progres s ion : 
(1s t cut) 4 triangles , ( 2nd cut)  8 ,  continuing the doubling with 3 2 , 64 , 128 , 
256 , 512 , 102 4 ,  and 204 8 ! Adding these 10 cutt ings of  t riangles we have 409 2 of 
them ! An d  don ' t forge t : eaah time yo ' aut 'em yo ' have tuh lay aZ l de points de 
same way ! ! !  Had my inf ormant said 3 cut tings , 4 ,  8 ,  16 , he would have remained 
within the realm o f  possibility ;  but no t 10 cut tings ! The ashes from these tri
angle s are buried in the diamond-squaPe ho le , a ho le shaped like the former old
fashioned co ffin ,  the head part with cut-off corners . In the present rite the 
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cut-off corners are also given to  the bottom o f  the coffin symbol . Here again I 
think informant is mis taken. The coffin symbol should be  the shap e o f  the orig
inal envelope . ]  [ Fayet teville , N. Car . , (1391) , 2496 : 5 . ] 

8828 . If  ah wanted a j ob wit chew an ' yo ' 
BURY WRITING OF BOS S  WITH SULPHUR didn ' t want tub have me , if ah gi t aholt of 
WHERE HE WALKS - FOR JOB FROM HIM yore han ' writin ' , ah could take hit  an ' bury 

it where yo ' have tuh walk , wit a li ' le sul
phah in i t .  An '  tuhmorrah mawnin' ah come back , yo ' b e  j e s ' [ friendly and give 
me a j ob ] . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1189 ) , 2008 : 3 . ] 

BURY LETTER AFTER FOLDING 1 CORNER OF IT 
TO OPPOSITE CORNER - IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
THI S  WILL CAUSE WRITER' S HAND TUH GO BAD 

882 9 .  I f  yo ' write a lettah tub any
one an ' dey gi t hold o f  yore han ' 
writin ' , dey kin bury dat . Dey kin 
j es '  fole dat lettah ,  yo ' know de 
cornah of i t , an ' take it an ' bury 

it , an ' dat will cuz yore han ' s  tub go bad on yo '  [demonstrates ] .  
(You mean fold that let ter from one corner to the other . )  
From one comah tub de o thah , In de Name of de Fathah, Son an '  Holy Ghost , 

an '  go ahead an ' bury it .  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1308) , 2212 : 17 . ] 

CROSS MARK MADE ON LETTER AND RETURNED 
8830 . Wi th de lettah ,  ah say dey 
takes an ' makes a cross mark . Dey 
don ' t burn it . Dey take an ' put it 

in anothah envelope an ' 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat ' s insultin ' yo ' . 

send it  back tuh yuh . 

(Well now , what if they put it  in the lamp , then what ? )  
Dat? Dey burn d em  up , worry yuh . 
(Do you actually burn it or j us t  put i t  in the coal oil ? )  
Jes ' put it in de lamp chimley an '  de lamp burns i t . 
(What will that do? )  
Worry yuh . [Mobile , Ala . , (669) , 883 : 7 . ] 
8831 . And they knows yore handwritin ' - get holt of it , dey can .  
(What will they do ? )  
Well , dey will take dat han 'wri tin ' an ' dey kin cross-write yore han ' writin ' ,  

yo ' see , s o  ah ' m  told . Cross-write yore han ' writin ' , j es ' like yo ' wri te a 
lettah s traight ; well , now , dey ' ll go ' cros s  it . 

CROSS- w.RITE YOUR HANDWRITING BY TURNING IT 
UPSIDE DOWN AND WRIT ING OVER IT - REFOLD PAPER 
DIFFERENTLY - DRAW IT WITH HEAT OR WATER - ADD 
SALT - PEPPER - ALUM - UNDER STEP - HAND SWELLS 

( I ' ll write i t  straight? ) 
Straight , an ' dey ' ll turn it 
[ the paper up side down ] an ' go 
across it . 
(I see ,  j us t  cross it - j ust 
turn the paper around and cross 
it . )  
Cross it , see . Dey turn de 

papah aroun '  an ' cross it . Well , when dey cro s s  it , den dey ' ll fold dat papah 
differently , yo ' s ee . An '  dey ' ll puts it in a d� , draw it with heat or watah , 
see . An '  aftah drawin ' i t  with heat or watah ; de sweat from dat papah is what 
dey uses , yo ' see . Well , if dey use dat sweat , dey got yore han ' j e s ' de same , 
yo' · see . An '  dey put it in a bo tt le an ' use it , cause yore han ' tuh swell up . 
Dey put s alt , p eppah an ' alum in it an ' dey ' ll lay it in a place undah d� s tep , 
.a '  i t  will cause yore hand to swell . [Vicksburg,  Mis s . , ( 7 35) , 1005 : 3 . ] 

8832 . Take yore han ' writin ' an ' take it  tuh someb ody [pro fessional worker ]  
yo' know . Jis ' lak if yo ' s  in love wit a girl an ' she don' t care fo ' yo ' . Well , 
yo ' see she writes yo ' a lettah an '  yo ' take it  tub dis person supposed tuh kin 
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undahstan ' de work, an ' den dey ' ll dress it  an ' put - it ' s  a powdah dey puts in 

DOCTOR - ROOTMAN - TWO HEADER - WISE WOMAN 
AND OTHER PROFES SIONAL WORKERS DRESS LETTER 

dat lettah .  An '  aftah dey done 
dressed dis lettah an ' dey sprinkle 
dat powdah - sprinkle it in dere 
an ' yo ' mail it back tuh ' em . 
[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (940) , 1521 : 12 . ] 
8833 . Dey tell me dey could take 

yore han ' writin ' an ' carry it  tuh anyone [ professional worker ] an '  have i t  dress
ed where a person couldn ' t be able to use dere han ' . Jes ' dress it wit a powdah . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 2404 : 13 . ] 

8834 . Yo ' could write a lettah an ' send it tuh ' er .  Jes ' lak yore wife would 
be off , sampin [ like ] dat , an '  yo ' want ' er tuh come home . Yo ' d  write dis let tah 
an ' send it tuh a [person ]  who a POOtman an ' he would dress dis lettah an '  send 
it tuh ' er an '  [ she would return ] . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1114) , 1786 : 1 . ] 

8835 . Well ,  ah have carried mens an ' wimmins tub de root  doc tors tuh cure 
cases lak dat , an ' whut he does , he g ives ' em some kinda powdah . [I stop ma
chine but informant then continues . ] 

(He tells them to write a letter ? )  
Write ' em  a lettah an '  dey open dat lettah an ' find dere b e  in it a high per-

fume an ' dey ,' 11 smell it an ' in nine days dey ' 11 be back home . 
(That is  some sort of  powder that he makes ? )  
Yes s ir .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1283) , 218 1 : 4 . ] 
8836 . They take yore han ' - lak ah git chure han ' writin ' an ' ah ' ll take yore 

han ' writin ' ,  even if  ah don ' t know whut tuh do , yo ' git somebody els e .  Yo ' take 

DRAWING PERSPIRATION FROM HANDWRITING OF LETTER 
BY LAYING PAPER OVER IT AND IRONING IT - TWIST 
THIS PAPER INTO 8 TWISTS - PUT IN BOTTLE - ADD 
8 PINCHES OF SALT AND COPPERAS BOILED IN WATER 

yore han ' wri t in '  an ' put a 
smoothin '  iron down on it an ' 
take a smooth piece o f  white 
papah an ' put chure han ' writin ' 
down on it . Well , take a hot 
iron an ' put it on de top [ o f  

the handwriting ] an ' dat ' ll draw j es '  lak yore han ' i s  kinda wet on de papah , dat 
will draw de dirt from yore han ' on de clean p apah .  [ For another example of  
drawing, see No . 8831 . ] Yo ' take dis clean p iece of papah dat chew had de han ' 
writin ' in it . Den yo ' take dis papah an ' twist it lak dat once [ demonstrates ] . 
Git it j es ' long as yo ' kin till yo ' gi t eight rolls [ or twis ts ] in dat papah . 
Yo ' take dat papah an ' yo ' j unk i t  down in a bottle . An '  yo ' take dat bottle 
dat chew put dat down in , in dere .  Den yo ' take salt in  de pinch of  yore fingah 
lak dis [ demonstrates ] eight times an ' put in dere . Well , yo ' take some watah 
lak yo ' take a a�as [see later for this word ] . Boil de watah an ' po ' in dere 
uff  a aowpas. Yo ' buys it , a aowpas , yo ' buys it from de drug s to ' . Dat ' s  if 
someb ody gi ttin ' poisoned , yo ' see , aowpassin ' .  Yo ' buy it from de drug s to ' . 

(Is that what they g ive dogs?  Something like that ,  what they give to the 
dogs ? )  

Well , ah guess ,  but ah nevah see dem give it  t o  d e  dogs . 
[ I  think informant is speaking about copperas , a word pronounced in many ways 

and occurring frequently in the text . ] 
(What color is i t ? )  
I t ' s j es '  lak silvahwhite , funny-lookin ' stuff . Well , yo ' boil it an ' puts 

it on dis papah . Well , see , dat s tuff is tuh - eat , chew know , de papah by de
grees .  Well , as it eat dis papah by degrees , dat ' s  eatin ' yo ' , puttin ' de s pell 
on yo ' j es '  as de papah eat , But yo ' go t ta put dis back in runnin ' watah .  Yo ' 
can ' t keep i t  out until finely [ finally ] de papah ' s et [ eaten]  up an ' de bott le 
is all busted an ' yo ' s ee it all gone tuh watah . Well , it ' s  no cure fo ' yo ' . 
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(That eats you up , you say ? )  
It j es '  eats yo ' up . Yo ' see people look lak dey has some kinda vener ' al 

disease . Yo ' know , look lak a sore b reak on yo ' dere an ' a sore break on yo ' 
heah , an ' when yo '  git dat healed somepin else broke out on yo ' . Firs ' thing 
yo ' know yo ' pass away . 

(You put this clean p iece o f  p ap er on the let ter in order to draw out the 
perspirat ion - around this persp ira tion . ) 

Wit a ho t iron , no t too hot iron , but j es '  a • • •  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1423) , 
256 7 : 3 . ] 

8837 . Well , dey say yo ' kin take dat , yo ' han ' writin ' .  Dey say dey kin take 
yore han ' writin '  an ' dey kin put - y o '  see , yo ' take yore han ' writin '  an ' yo ' 

FIRE ABOUT STOPPED-UP BOTTLE HOLDING HANDWRITING 
SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER - CHAMBER LYE 
BOTTLE EXPLODES CAUSING HAND TO BE PALSY-LIKE 

roll dat up , an ' yo ' put dat 
in a bottle wit sulphuh , red 
peppah an ' gunpowdah . An '  yo ' 
put ahamber lye in dis b ottle 
an' yo ' set it up dis way 

[ demonstrates ] .  S top i t  up air t ight an ' den yo ' put fire aroun ' dere . It will 
shoot up in dere - de s toppah will shoo t up in dere an ' de bottle will bu ' st .  
Dey s ay dat will take effect on yore ne rves - dat will effect yore nerves an ' 
s tuff lak dat - yore hands . Kinda throw yo ' in palsy- lak , whut dey tell me . 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1396 ) , 2512 : 2 . ] 

8838 . Git a f lyin ' squirrel [GLaucomys vo lans ] . 
squirrel ,  git some Hearts Co logne , an ' gi t s ome red 

Git de heart of a flyin ' 
peppah an ' answah dis lettah .  

[ Thi s is my only example o f  
flying squirrel in Hoodoo. ] 

FLYING SQUIRREL HEART - HEARTS COLOGNE - RED PEPPER 
MIXED - SPRINKLED OVER LETTER - RETURNED TO WRITER 
ODOR OF THIS LETTER WILL MAKE LETTER-WRITER RETURN 

(That is if I would wr ite 
somebody a letter , you 
would get all thes e things ? ) 
Yes . 
(They would then go ahead 
and answer my let ter . ) 
Answer it . Den dey will 

sprinkle dis ovah dere , put it right ovah de let t ah .  S ee , aftah yo ' - let dat 
squirrel heart stay in dere so many days . Stay in dere firs ' until it  git rot
ten , so dat dey could mix it up an '  put it intuh de let tah , j es '  lak yo ' would 
make a big spo t on de lettah while writ in ' . Den s eal it [ let ter ] an ' carry i t  
an' send it back tuh yo ' .  

(What would happen to me then? ) 
It would git chure mind , i f  dey wanted yo ' . Why yo ' come where dey want yo ' .  
(Come to them . Use the heart of the flying squirrel . What o ther things did 

you say they put in there ? )  
Heart Co logne an ' red peppah .  
(What do you do with that Hearts Co logne and that red p epper ? )  

Yo ' mix i t  all tuhgethah , yo ' s ee .  Yo ' know , when i t  rot s an ' make a lick
rish [ =  lico rice = liquid]  of i t . Or eithah grind intuh a powdah an '  sprinkle 
it intuh dere . An '  s end i t  tuh yuh . Purt ty soon yo ' git de let tah an ' natchly 
[natural ly ] when yo ' opens it yo ' git de inhale of it . Yo ' git uneasy den an ' 
wants  tuh go where dey are . [ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , (1042) , 1690 : 1 . ] 

8 83 9 . Then again , dey wan ' a draw yuh . Say a woman likes yuh very well an ' 
she can ' t git up tub yuh . Well now , she will g it a love vine [ the dodder ] ,  
she ' ll gi t dose lit tle candies [ used for decorating a cake ] , an '  holy watah , an ' 
if p o s s ible she ' ll git a wishbone from a turkey , if she kin git it ; if not , she 
will use a chicken [wish]  bone . She ' ll set in de forks of dis road an ' she ' ll 
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place it dere j is '  as neah as dat fork an ' dat 
An '  she ' ll make a wish . An '  if she kin write , 

wishbone will match tuhgethah . 
well - af tah makin ' dis wish in 

FORK OF ROAD - WOMAN GOES THERE WITH WI SHBONE 
TURKEY PREFERRED BUT CHICKEN ONE USABLE - SHE ' LL 
S IT IN FORK OF ROAD AND MATCH WISHBONE TO FORK 
THEN SHE ' LL WISH - HERE SHE ' LL WRITE LETTER TO 
MAN - LAYING ON : LOVEVINE - CANDIES - HOLY WATER 
REMOVE THESE 3 INGREDIENTS - SEAL LETTER WITH 
3 GRAINS OF C OOKED RICE - DASH OF WVER 'S SASHAY 

de forks of  de road - while 
she dere , she ' ll write a 
lettah .  She ' ll have ' er 
three grains of rice . She 
s eal dat lettah wit three 
grains of ric e .  She have de 
rice cooked so£ ' an ' done , an ' 
ins tead of wettin '  wit yore 
tongue , why yo ' 11 j is ' mash -

yo ' ought tuh have it wet enough , yuh see . Yo ' j is '  lay it on dere an ' mash it 
down an ' ·  let it seal [ demonstrates ] :  one grain on one s ide [ o f  letter flap ] , an ' 
one in de middle of  dat part , dat part here , an ' one on de othah [ side ] . Seal 
it wit dat , wit a dash of Lovers Sashay . An' believe yuh me , he gon ' a  come . 
[New Orleans , La . ,  (803 or 804) , 1124 : 1 . ] 

8 840 . Yo ' have tuh go tuh de grave tuh do di s .  Go tuh de graveyard an ' go 
down in a man ' s grave an ' yo ' have a penny in yore hand . Run yore han ' down in 

GRAVE - DOWN INTO MAN ' S - RUN HAND HOLDING PENNY 
LEAVE PENNY - BRING UP DIRT - SPRINKLE ON LETTER 
FROM WOMAN - LAY LETTER UNDER TOP COVER OF BIBLE 

de grave - it make no dif f ' 
rent which han ' - run yore 
han ' down in de grave an ' 
leave dis penny an ' c ome up 
wit de dirt . An '  take dis 

writin ' an ' sprinkle it [ dirt ] right ' cro ss dat writin ' , an ' fo ld it up , an ' lay 
it undah de lid [ cover ] of de Bible .  An '  ah don ' t  care whut she done or nuthin , 
yo ' kin ' t ract [ at tract ] her anywhere he want tuh by dis dirt . 

(You take her writing? Her handwriting , a letter she wrote to you , and you 
can make any kind of a wish and she ' ll do anything you want her to do ? )  

Yes . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1407 ) , 2529 : 5 . ] 
884 1 .  Yo ' kin use it  out dere tuh de cemetery fo ' one way dat ah know. Yo ' 

kin take dat han ' writin ' an ' take it tuh de cemetery an ' push it down intuh de 
grave , an ' put three pennies on de top of it an ' covah it up , an ' make yuh wish , 

GRAVE - BURY VICTIM' S HANDWRITING IN - 3 PENNIES 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST 

In de .Name of de Father, de 
Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost .  An '  
dat ' ll work . 
(Well , what would you wish? ) 
If  yo ' git holt of it  an ' 

wish bad luck , or good luck ; it ' s  three ways 
wanted ' em come tuh yuh , or 

of  wishin ' , three forms . [ Florence , 
s .  Car . , (1314) , 2238 : 4 . ] 

884 2 .  Dey taken ' er han ' writin ' an ' go tuh de graveyard , a child ' s  grave , an '  
dig a hole long enough tuh put ' is han ' right through . An '  take a piece o f  s il
vah an ' tell dis silvah whut choo want it tuh do , an ' somp in will happen tuh yuh 

GRAVE OF CHILD - DIG HOLE IN - BURY PERSON ' S 
HANDWRITING AND P IECE OF S ILVER - TELL SILVER 
WHAT TO DO - SOMETHING HAPPENS TO WRITER' S HAND 

hand [writer ' s  hand ] 
(You leave that handwriting 
and the silver right in the 
grave ? )  
Yeah , don ' t bring i t  away . 

[ In hoodoo or witchcraf t a person may and frequently does talk to an inanimate 
obj ect , such as the present s ilver , but at the grave the spirit of  the dead per
son buried there controls all action and any d irt carried away . This power of 
the grave- spirit is abundantly displayed in section DEATH-BURIAL-GRAVEYARD , 
pp . 3293-3385 , and elsewhere in the total text . However , if informant believes 
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that the silver does his or her work , that is the magic truth for him or her ! ] 
[Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1419a) , 2557 : 10 . ] 

884 3 .  She could take a lettah o f  ' er [ own ]  writin ' an ' burn de cornahs , burn 
all fo ' cornahs of  de lettah .  Burn it right in de centah an ' right in de middle 

GRAVEYARD - IN CENTER OF - SHE BURIES LETTER 
SHE HAS WRITTEN AND ADDRES SED TO AN ENEMY 
AFTER SHE HAS BURNED OFF THE 4 CORNERS AND 
FOLDED THE PAGE VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY 
INTO 4 OBLONGS OR SQUARE S  AND BURNED ATTACHED 
CORNERS OR CENTER OF SHEET MAKING 5TH BURN 

o f  i t .  Af tah yo ' burn de fo ' 
cornahs , double it [ fold twice ] 
an ' burn de centah of  it  - right 
in de centah of  it . Write de 
address  an ' de name an ' bury it 
in de middle of de graveyard , 
an ' de person will soon die . 
[Let us understand what happens 

here . The woman of this rit e  wri tes a letter to herself and signs it  the sup
po sed s ender ' s  name . The outside o f  the envelope she addresses to herself . One 
thing only is lacking . She should have stamped it and sent it to herself through 
the pos tof fice . ]  [ Sumt er , S .  Car . ,  (1384 ) , 2460 : 3 . ] 

8844 . Jes ' lak yo ' write me a lettah an ' ah don ' wan ' chew tuh bothah wit 
nobody else , an '  yo ' will no t go wit me . Ah take dat let tah whut chew write tuh 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - BLUESTONE - PUT IN HI S LETTER 
TO YOU - FOLD TIGHT - LAY IT ON CROSSPIECE OF 
OUTSIDE TOILET - HE WON ' T  BE ABLE TO WRITE GIRLS 

me an ' ah goes tuh a graveyard 
an ' git some of dat graveyard 
dirt an ' blues tone - yo ' know 
whut dat [bluestone ] is . Well 
ah ' ll beat dat bluestone up , 

see .  An' ah ' ll take it  an ' put it in dat lettah an ' fold it up j es ' as tight as 
ah kin . Carry it in de lava tory [ outside watercloset ] an ' put it up on dat cross
piece dere . An '  she won ' ' ave [won ' t  have ] no mo '  troub le wit dem [ other girls ] .  
Yo ' can ' t write tuh her atall no mo ' . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1211) , 2048 : 5 . ] 

8845 . Yo ' kin take nine nails every - [ on the ] night dat chew write dis let
tab , an ' yo ' take nine nails an ' lay ' em in a glas s cros sways wit watah [ lay them 

GRAVEYARD DI RT - IN GLAS S . OF WATER CONTAINING 
9 NAILS CROSSED AND LUCKY HEART POWDER - ALSO 
DIRT AND POWDER IN LETTER TO MAN - CALL HIS 
NAME - AFTER RECEIVING LETTER HE WILL RETURN 

crossways in a glass o f  water ] 
an ' put some dirt [ identified 
later ] in de bottom of de glass 
an ' sprinkle a little bit of  dirt 
in de powdahs [ ident ified later ] 
in de envelope ,  an ' dey say dat ' 11 

bring ' em back . Bring ' em back an ' 
(What sort o f  dirt do you us e ? )  
It ' s  graveyard dirt . 

dey ' ll s tay wit chew long as yo ' keep it up . 

(What kind of  powders do you use ? )  
I t ' s some Lucky Heart Powdahs . 
[Lucky Heart is name o f  firm selling the powders - see interview AGENT FOR 

CURIOS (Jacksonville , Fla . ) pp . l075-1085 , first few paragraphs of text . ] 
(You send the letter after you put these nails in the glass o f  water . You 

put this graveyard dirt in the water and this lucky powder . Then put this letter 
in the water , too? ) 

No , yo ' sprinkle some in de le t tah ,  i f  yo ' goin ' send it tuh anybody . 
(What do you put in the letter , j us t  put dust? ) 

Yessuh . 
(If you write a letter to somebody , you put [ in it ] this graveyard dirt and 

this lucky powder . What do you do with these nails in the water? What do you 
do that for? ) 

Dey say de nail keep dere till dey git dere or somep in lak dat , ah hear ' d  de 
ole people say . 
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(You keep these nails in 
Unt il d ey git de lettah , 
(They ' ll come back. But 

nothing else? ) 
De nail an '  dat dirt . 

the water . )  
yeah , an ' dey ' ll come . 
all you do is j us t  put the nails in the water , 

(The dirt and the powder . Then you don ' t put anything in the letter? ) 
Yes s ir ,  s ee yo ' put s  dat powdah an ' a li ' le dat dirt , an ' call dere name . 
(You put some of  that dirt and powder into the wat er and also the let ter ? )  
Yeah , an ' call dere name . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1425 ) , 2570 : 14 . ] 
884 6 .  If  dey git hold o f  yore han ' writin ' ,  dey could take dis han ' wri t in ' an ' 

put it  in a gunshe ll an ' shoot it , an ' yo ' will go den from dere . [ Fayetteville , 

GUN - GUNSHELL - SHOOTING 

INKS OF DIFFERENT COLORS 
EACH TIME FOLD LETTER DIFFERENTLY 

N . Car . , (13 9 7 ) , 2516 : 1 . ] 
884 7 . Dat ' s  tuh git chure mind . All right , 
dey writ e chew , if dey kin write . Git in 
tetch wit chew through anyone , writ in ' y o '  
let tahs , see . Dey kin dress d em  lettahs . 
An '  say , if  dey write chew a lettah dey ' ll 

make - maybe s tart off wi t blue ink , maybe change wit red ink . Well , dat ' ll 
take yore ' tenshun [attention ] . An '  dey ' ll dress dat let tah an ' dey ' ll keep 
awritin ' yo ' . An ' evah time dey write maybe dey ' ll fold it diff ' ren '  tuh git  
chure ' tent ion . [Waycross , Ga . , (1170) , 197 6 : 2 . ] 

8848 . Tuh come b ack now if he ' s  gone . Now yo ' kin take a person , if he ' s 
gone away an ' yo ' want ' im  tuh come back , yo ' write him a lettah . An '  when yo ' 

KING SOLOMON ROOT - SOAKED IN LIQUOR 
DAPPEN ON LETTER TO ABSENT MAN TO RETURN 

write him a lettah yo ' git chew some 
dis heah So Zomon King root [see 'Later] 
an '  put it up in some likkah . Listen 
good . An '  aftah yo ' put dat up in 

likkah , an ' it  b e ' s in dere fo ' ' b out a day - about twelve hours yo ' might say . 
Now , aftah yo ' writes dis lettah tub dis person - lak ah ' m  writ in '  a lettah tub 
yo ' - why den yo ' takes dat s tuff  an '  dappen [ Zight Zy touah several,  times , not 
sprinkle - in any cas e dialect ] dat lettah wit it , an ' yo ' fold dat lettah up an ' 
s end it  tuh ' em .  An '  whenevah he reads dat lettah ,  why ' is mind ' ll git devo ted 
right back tuh where dat le ttah come from . An '  it ain ' t gona be ovah six-seven 
hours , if he kin git some way , he gena make has te  tub git dere . Dat ' ll bring ' im 
right  back. 

[So Zomon King Root is probably KING SOLOMON ROOT p . 5 9 7 . We also have in Hoodoo 
the So Zomon ' s-seaZ , any plant o f  genus Po Zygonatum (p . l025 , line 8) . Somewhere 
in Hoodoo you will also find two interlaced triangles forming a s tar with six 
points , but whether this is called Solomon ' s  Seal I no longer rememb er . ] [Way
cros s ,  Ga. , ( 1120a) , 1801 : 8 . ] 

8849 . Dey say dey kin take yuh han ' writin ' , e ithah yuh pit ture [ p icture ] an '  
hang i t  up on de wall , an ' p ' int [ point] a t  choo fer nine mawnin ' wit a knife , 

KNIFE OR ICEPICK POINT AT HANDWRITING OR PHOTO 
ON WALL FOR 9 MORNINGS USING BAD WORDS 

AND SOMETHING BAD WOULD HAPPEN TO PERSON CUSSED 

eithah icepick , an ' some kin ' a  
words dey use . An '  aftah dey 
u '  [ use ]  dat - dey said yuh 
do dat fer nine mawnin ' - an ' 
dey call yuh some bad name j is ' 

lak a b ad auss-word. Jis ' whut dey don ' t lak , dey call yuh dat . An '  somep in 
would happen tuh yuh bad . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 311) , 239 : 3+8 5 . ]  

885 0 .  Take de let tah • • •  
(This letter that I wro te to you? ) . 
Yessuh , an ' git a lamp - dey burn on yo ' - burn it lak dey burn a aandZe [on 

you ] . Dey put de let tah aroun ' de lamp , outside de lamp an '  put de lamp in a 
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da ' k  [ dark ] cornah an ' make a wish an ' burn it 24 days , whatevah dey wan ' tuh 

LAMP - BURN DAILY AT CERTAIN T IME FOR 24 DAYS 
UNDER LAMP OR IN BOWL - VICTIM ' S WRITING - WISH 

happen tuh yuh . [This hand
wri ting is not wrapped round 
the lamp chimney , which would 
immediately cause a f ire , but 

as info rmant says burn it Zak dey bUPn a candZe ( for burning candles , see pp . 797-
862) . Unwatched candles are always placed on a saucer or tin l id of some sort 
bene ath which the obj ect burned on is placed . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (925) , 1502 : 14 . ] 

8851 . Prob ' ly yo ' might write tuh somebody an ' dey dislike yo ' .  Well , ah 
heard dat dey could take yore hand [writing ] wit dis lettah dat chew s ent dem.  

An '  take a piece o f  cotton an ' put a little sui
MAGNIFYING GLASS BURNS LETTER phuh or a little cayenne p eppah on it an ' hold 

WRITER ' S  HAND DISFIGURED it out in de sun . An '  take a magnifying glas s 
an ' hold i t  up ovah it  until all de words on dis 

let tah is burnt o f f  - j es '  burn it all de way round it , burn it off . Dey say 
yo ' will git mis figured in yore hands some kind of way . [Waycross , Ga . , (1061) , 
1721 : 61 . ] 

8852 . Dey kin take yore handwritin '  an ' mess yo ' up a great deal . An ' maybe 
kin take yore handwrit in ' an ' by takin ' a glas s  an ' holdin ' ovah yore handwritin ' 

MAGNIFYING GLASS - ORDINARY GLAS S USED AS 
READ 3 LINES THROUGH GLASS - CUT "V" IN 
SECOND LINE - BURN "V" IN FIRE AT SUNDOWN 
WRITER WILL HAVE NERVOUS FEELING IN HAND 

like dat an ' read yore writ in ' through 
a glas s .  An ' aftah yo ' read yore 
writin ' through de glass - read down 
from about de s econd line - den cut 
de second line in a "V" shape an ' 
throw i t  in de fire at sundown , an ' 

dey say dat will give yo ' a nervous f eelin ' in yore hand . 
(Like you would hold a mirro r  over  this writing and you read that wri ting in 

the mirror . Read down to the s econd line . And then how do you cut that ? )  
[See my comment on word mirror a t  end o f  rite . ] 
Dat ' s  right , cut it  in a "V" shape . 
(How do you mean cut it  in a "V" shap e ? )  
J es ' take a s cissors . 
(Here ' s  the letter now. [ I  hand my Numbers Book to informan t . ] Here , what 

would you do with that? )  
In a "V" shape • • •  
(How do you mean you cut that in a " V" 
Now , j es '  lak dat ' s  a line an '  dat ' s a 

pointing to lines in Numbers Book] .  Read 
sors an '  cut a "V" shape in dat . 

shape? ) 
line an ' dat ' s  a line [ informant is 
tuh de third line an ' den take a scis-

(You cut a "V" out o f  i t , make a hole like a "V" . That ' s  the little piece 
you throw into the fire? ) 

Yes . 
[My word mirror in paragraph 2 was bad ly chosen , magnifying glass in the pre

ceding rite would have b een much be tter ; but best of  all , the meaning here is 
surely an ordinary drinking glass . Few p ersons receiving letters and intending 
evil work with them had a magnifying glass handy . Quite different are thes e  two 
glasses . Look through a magnifying glass and you see the real world enlarged ; 
look through a cheap drinking glass , probably an ex-j elly glass in informant ' s  
cas e ,  and you b eho ld a dis torted world , the confus ed and unreal world o f  hoo
dOoism. Unders t and , look through the mouth o f  the drinking glass and out through 
the bo ttom ; use it  as a magni fying glass .  Aft er three consecutive lines of the 
letter are read , a solid "V" shape is cut with two s trokes of  the scissors fr om 
the second line and dropped into a fire . This " V" shape can b e  made on either 
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edge or side of the page . Though informant says nothing , I susp ect he did not 
touch the "V:" with his hand , but clipped and carried it to the fire with the 
s cissors . His own f ingerp rint would not be burned . WHAT DOES OUR "V" S IGNIFY? 
Firs t , s ince this trick produces a nervous fee Zing in yore hand, our "V" , despite 
its solidity , symbolizes the Roman numeral V, the Arabic numeral 5 ,  the 5 fingers 
of the hand . Second , our solid "V" is a triangle , showing that this r ite works 
In the 3 Highes t  Names .  True , the triangle should be equilaterial for the Trin
ity , but do no t expect such theological accuracy o f  hoodoo . Three , our "V" as
sures Victory or succes s  for the rite . ] [Waycross , Ga . ,  (115 9) , 1932 : 6 . ] 

885 3 .  Well , ah knew dis much about it , dat dere mo ' way ' sposed tuh b e  o f  
usin ' d e  smoke o f  nine matche s . Dey use de smoke o f  nine matches intuh a bo t

MATCHES - SMOKE FROM 9 - HANDWRITING - AIRTIGHT 
IN BOTTLE - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - BWCK 
YORE GAME IN GAMBLING OR MAKES YOU MONEYLESS 

t l e  an ' airtight it . Go tuh 
work an ' git chew a han ' writin '  
an ' put it  intuh a bo ttle , an ' 
cut out nine matches an ' git 
de smoke of  dose nine matches 

intuh dat bottle an ' airtight it . An ' kin throw it intuh runnin ' watah . Ah know 
dat ' s  anothah thing dat will upset chew , blo ck yor e game in gamblin ' . 

(How will that affect me i f  they took my handwri t ing and put in that b ot t le 
with that smoke? What would that do to me? ) 

WELL , DAT WILL - DE REALLY FAC ' ' BOUT IT , SUH , WILL PIZEN [ POISON] YO ' WITH 
ANYONE , ' SPOSED TUH BE DAT CHEW COULDN ' T MAKE A TAP [OR TOUCH , PUT THE BITE ON 
ANYONE ] COULDN ' T  GIT NO ENDS TUH MEET IN [ COULD NOT MAKE ENDS MEET ] NOWHERE . [ I  
would be in a bad financial condi tion ; could no t rub two dimes together . That 
preceding expression cut out nine matches merely means , take 9 matches out of 
the matchbox , surely a new box of matches . ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1277) , 217 3 : 2 . ] 

8854 . Yo ' know when yo ' wri tin'  a lettah , an ' yo ' got chure han ' s on de pen , 
mah [your ] wris t  is on d e  lettah .  Well , dey cuts dis off . Dey cuts dis heah off 

MEAT - PIECE OF RAW - WIPE LETTER RECEIVED - DRY 
MEAT - AIRTIGHT IN CAN - CRIPPLES WRITER' S HAND 

de lettah ,  s ee .  Well , dey 
take dat lettah whut yo ' done 
wrote an ' wipe it on a piece 
of fresh meat , a p iece o f  

fresh meat , an ' take dat meat an '  carry it  somewheres an ' put  it up .  Put dat 
meat up until it comp letely dry . When dat meat completely dry - yo ' take dat 
meat an ' keep it where de sun stay hot an ' al l - an ' when dat meat dry up , yo ' 
take dat meat an ' yo ' put it in a can airtight . It ' s hard dry . Dat kill yo ' 
right dere . Yo ' lose  control of yore han ' , yo ' have no mo ' use of  yore hand . 
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1415 ) , 2549 : 4 . ] 

8855 . [Yo ' do this ] wit nine needles . An '  if ah ' m  gone an ' yo ' wanta heah 
from me an ' yo ' wanta break me up from where ah ' m at , yo ' take nine needles an ' 

NEEDLES 9 - STICK HEAD AND TAIL INTO NAME OF 
ABSENT PERSON ON PARCHMENT PAPER - INCANTATION 
MAIL THIS AS LETTER AND HE OR SHE WILL RETURN 

yo ' take a piec e  of papah . Yo ' 
evah hear ' d  of  dis parchment 
papah? 
(I understand . ) 
All right . Yo ' take dat parch

ment papah an '  write my name on it . Wri te Emmaline Williams on i t , yo ' undah
stand , an' stick a needle all .de ' long [along ] in dere . An '  yo '  s t ick one dis 
way an ' one dat way , one ups ide down an '  one s traight down .  

(One with the head up and one with the head down Alternate them? ) 
[ O f t en with needles or pins called heads and tai ls. ] 

Yes , zigzag . Yo ' put dem in a lettah an ' say , "Ah wish , ah wish , ah wish , tuh 
God ,  if dis lettah reach ' er ,  an ' will t ear ' er from wheresomevah she be ' s . "  Dat 
will bring ' em. 
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(You don ' t send the letter ? ) 
Yassuh , yo ' s end it to ' em .  
Yo ' see , yo ' don ' t leave ' em out i n  pub l ic . Yo ' take anothah piece o f  papah 

an '  put ovah dat parchment papah , yo ' undahs tan ' . [Mob ile , Ala . , (667 ) , 880 : 8 . ] 
8856 . If  a person gits a let tah o f  yores - lak i f  yo ' are away , yo ' writ e  a 

lettah tub dis person an ' dey meant tub do evi l tub yo ' , somepin lak dat - ah • 
have heard people say , but ah don ' t care 

PERFUME S AND POWDERS AND S CENTS so much fo ' de superst it i on . But dey would 
(1) CINNAMON AND OIL OF CINNAMON take yore let tah an ' drop two drops of o i l  

of  cinnamon o n  d i s  lettah . An '  whoevah yo ' 
was , i f  someone wri tes chew a ' nonymous lettah an ' yo '  wan '  ' em tub ap ologize wit 
choo , yo ' bury it  at de bot tom o f  yore do ' step . An ' dis person would come an ' 
if dey didn ' t confes s tuh yo ' , it would be pos s ib le dat yo ' would learn dat dey 
were de true person .  But ah don ' t know , ah nevah tried it . Some of de things 
ah tell yuh ah have tried , especially conc ernin ' de d ishrag . Ah have actually 
tried dat .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 650 ) , 844 : 1 . ] 

885 7 .  Jis ' lak i f  ah mail a lettah tub mah husban ' down in Flo ' da [ Florida ] , 
well he kin git mah han ' writin ' an ' he kin git de o il o f  cinnamon . An '  he kin 
put it on dis lettah an ' dress dis lettah an ' weah it , an '  dat will cuz me tub 
go where he i s .  

(He j us t  put s  some ord inary cinnamon on it ? )  
Yeah , an ' tot e it . S ee ,  dat ' s  awful lucky an '  it ' s  fo ' luck . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (949) , 1531 : 1 . ] 
8858 . Kin take yo ' han ' writin '  an ' if yo ' run off from home , yo ' take dat 

han ' wr itin' an' fetch yo ' b ack . �ess ' em wit cologne an '  put some salt on 

( 2) COLOGNE AND SALT 
it . Yo ' could b e  in California , yo ' ll come 
heah in Savannah . [ Savannah , Ga . , (543) , 
677 : 1 . ]  

(3)  HEARTS COLOGNE 9 DROPS 8859 . When y o '  wri t e  de l ettah , j is '  have 
9 DAYS - SWEETH�RT POWDERS yore mind right on who yo ' writ in ' tub - on 

who yo ' writin'  tuh - an ' git chew a bo t tle 
of Heart Co logne an ' drop nine drops for nine days in dat let tah . Den git chew 
a box o f  SWeetheart Powdahs an ' yo ' sprinkle some on dere . Den yo ' s eal dat 
let tah up an ' yo ' s end it tuh ' em . When dey g it dat an ' inahale dat , why den , 
see dat will bring ' em r ight back tub yuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1368 ) ,  2422 : 5 . ] 

886 0 .  Now,  yo ' take a person an ' yo ' write a lett ah an ' a person git holt o f  
yore han ' writin ' .  Well , now , yo ' take d i s  han ' writin ' .  Well , ah ' ll t ake dis 

han ' writ in ' now an ' ah ' ll see whut ah kin do wit 
(4) SNUFF : RAILROAD SNUFF it . Take yo re han ' writin ' - yo '  take i t  an ' lay 

it on a table.  Yo ' lay it on de table an ' den 
yo ' take yo ' some Scotch Snuff - j is ' say , Rai lroad. Yeah , Rai Zroad Snuff. Yo ' 
£ake dat an ' yo ' put dat snuf f on dere , an ' t ake ano thah wet piece o f  clo th , thin 
cloth , an ' lay on dere . Well , now , when yo ' lay dat on dere yo ' got chure han ' 
vritin ' . Well , now , in a very l i ' le while yore whole hand will commence tuh pain . 
Vell, a p erson - de doc tors [M . D . ' s ] might tell yuh dey don ' t  know whut it  is . 
well, yo ' see dat ' s  de germ dat dey have caught from yore hand . An '  dey got it 
den goin ' right back intuh yore system. Aftah while yo ' gi t tuh de p lac e dat 
band is no good to yuh . It j is '  wil ted away tuh nuthin .  [ Waycross , Ga . , 

(5)  TALCUM POWDER - PUT ON PAPER WITH MARK 
BURY WHERE BOS S  WALKS - TO GET JOB 

( 1097 ) , 1768 : 3 . ] 
I 

8861 . If  yo ' wanted a j ob from 
a fellah , dere a man - j is '  lak 
yo ' wanted a j ob uptown an' yo ' 

done been dere two or three t imes an ' yo '  can ' t  git dat j ob .  Well , yo ' go es 
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back an ' yo ' gits a piece of  papah an ' yo ' write on it , write on dat papah an ' 
carry it dere . 

(Where do you write on it ? )  
Jis ' write any place ,  j is '  mark on it . Yo ' take some talcum powdah an ' put 

it in dere . Put it in de p apah an ' yo ' j is ' put it right where de man have tuh 
walk ovah it fo ' ' bout five or s ix mawnin ' s .  

(And then he ' ll have to give you the j ob ? )  [ In this and the two following 
b eliefs , TALCUM POWDER sounds very much like TALKIN ' POWDER ! ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
( 1188) , 2004 : 10 . ] 

886 2 .  Dey makes a powdah outa sulphuh an ' b lack p eppah an ' some kin ' a  talcum 
powdah - any kin ' a p owdah dat ' s got a ' fume [perfume ] tuh it , choo know . An '  dey 

write choo a lettah , why [orl  yo ' kin 
(6 )  TALCUM OR ANY PERFUMED POWDER dPess a l ettah an ' send tuh d em ,  or eithah 

BLACK PEPPER - SULPHUR s end one aftah [ if ]  dey write choo . Yo ' 
take an ' • • •  j is '  lak yo '  gon ' a  send a let

tah tuh dem , yo ' take de papah , spread it out on a tab le or somep in, an ' take de 
page o f  it dat j oo ' ve written , an '  put ' em down on dat , de powdah , on each s ide . 
An ' shake it o f f  s o  i t  won ' t  show , an ' s end i t  tuh ' em .  An ' if someone dat choo 
wan ' a  s ee ,  or wan ' ' em tuh do somep in yuh ask ' em tuh do , when dey receive dat 
let tah dey will do it or go crazy . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 204) , 111 : 11+85 . ]  

8863 . I f  she evah git a lettah from ' im an ' bring de letta.h tuh yuh , yo ' take 
de let tah an ' keep i t . Yo ' take de lett ah yoresel f . Yo ' take it an ' write it 

(7) TALCUM POWDER IN LETTER 
OR EPSOM SALT AND RED PEPPER OR ALL 3 

backwards .  Write dat lettah yore
s elf . Yo ' takes de let tah an ' yo ' 
wants tuh send i t  back. Well ,  yo ' 
write i t  an ' yo ' put some dis heah 

taZkin ' [ talcum] pOIJ)dahs in dere - taZkin ' powdah. An '  it ' s  anothah powdah dat 
chew kin git . AH ' VE  GOT A WHOLE BOOK OF DE POWDAHS AN' DIFF ' REN THINGS , GOT A 
BOOK AT HOME RIGHT NOW . Yo ' kin go git de who le detail of  it . [ This is a sales 
catalogue ! ] Yo ' kin s end de taZkin ' pOUJdah back tuh ' im or eithah yo ' kin take 
an ' sprinkle a li ' le b i t  o f  salt an ' red peppah in dere , where he gotta have ' em . 
Dat bring ' im.  

(Is the ta lking powder alone enough or mus t you put some o ther powder with it 'l )  
. De regulah taZkin ' powdah an '  drop a li ' le bit o f  red peppah an ' a li ' le bit 

of sal t  in dere - not cookin ' salt , Epsom salt s . Dat bringin '  ' im back.  [ Bruns

SHOE - WEAR LETTER IN 
wick , Ga . , (1188) , 2003 : 3 . ] 
8864 . Ah ' ve heard a person kin write chew a lettah an ' 
i f  yo ' wan ' dem tuh c ome tuh yuh , yo ' kin take dat lettah 

o f  dey han ' writin ' an ' weah it in yore shoe , or eithah roun ' yore waist ,  j is '  so 
yo ' keep it on yuh where it ' ll keep warm , an '  dey ' ll come where yo ' at . Ah ' ve 
heard o f  dat . [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1133) , 1838 : 7 . ] 

8865 . De shoe - a person kin - yo ' have to us e a lettah wit dat . 
(Well , tell me the whole thing . )  
Well , ah wus correspondin ' wit a girl one time an ' ah used tuh write her all 

de time , when ah wus o ff from home , an ' ah wusn ' t  intendin ' tuh come back right 

SHOE - WEAR LETTER IN 9 DAYS 
away . An '  ah didn ' t  experience dat unt il den but 
ah heered a lo t of i t .  Ah had a good j ob .  An '  
so me an ' ' er would swap mail yo ' know . So she 

kep t awri tin ' an ' beggin ' me tuh come home an ' ah wouldn ' t  go . An ' so ah wro te 
' er up ag ' in an ' den ab out nine or ten days aftah dat ah got to de p lace where 
ah wusn ' t  satisfied .  So de man raised mah wages five dollahs mo ' - ah wus git
t in '  $ 25 a week an ' he raised me tuh thirty . Ah couldn ' t be satisfied no way , 
shape , for o r  fashion . So ah went home . Well , a ftah ah go home an ' she say , 
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"Well , yo ' come . "  
Say ,  "Yes . "  
She say , "Well , ah knowe d yo ' wuz comin ' • 1 1  

Ah say ,  "Why yo ' say dat ? " 
She say ,  "Well , ah want tell yo ' s ompin but if  ah tell yo ' , yo ' might git 

mad . "  

3607  

So  ah got her han ' s drub [ ? ] [ rubb ed her hands ? ] .  So she tole me . She say , 
"De las ' le t tah ah wro te chew , "  she says , " ah taken it an ' fold it  an ' put i t  in 
de shoe an ' wore it fo ' nine days . '· ' 

Ah says , "Where yo ' learn dat ? "  
She says , "Well , de rootman tole me . "  
An '  ah says ,  "Ah got  back . " 
So dat ' s  why dey learn dat . 
(That ' s  all she did ? )  
Dat all she did . 
( She wore the lett er that she wrote to you? ) 
No sir , she wo re de lettah in ' er shoe dat ah wrote to ' er ,  mah han ' writ in ' . 
(Your handwriting she wore in the shoe ? )  
Shure . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1186) , 2 00 : 3 . ] 1 
886 6 . They wear i t  [handwriting ] in their shoes to bring them to them. If  

you have enough of  i t , you put it  in both shoes .  [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , 
(4 38) , 558 : 8 . ] 

SHOE - WEAR HANDWRITING 886 7 .  Well , ah have heard of ' em - said dat tuh make 
OR LETTER IN BOTH SHOES ' em come back , by takin ' ' is lettah , if she could git 

SLEEP ON LETTER 10 OR 

12 NIGHTS BRINGS BACK 

' im tuh write . She take his lettah an ' sleep wit ' em  
undah ' er haid fer ten or twelve nights , dat he ' d  come 
on back . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (234) , 159 : 6+85 . ]  
8868 . Ah heah tell ' em takin ' yore - a lettah dat 

chew wrote tuh a person - dat chew ' d write a let tah tuh me . Ah ' ve heard of ' em  

SLEEP ON LETTER AFTER PERFUMING AND WI SHING 

NIGHTLY 9 NIGHTS FOR AB SENT PERSON TO RETURN 

takin ' dat let tah an '  puttin ' per
f ume on it . Dat ' s  tuh make yo ' 
come tuh me . Yo ' take d at lettah 
an ' yo ' p ut perfume on it an ' yo '  

put dat let tah between yore mat tress  an ' yo ' s leep on dat lettah each night . 
Each night befo ' goin ' tuh. baid why yo ' make a wish dat dis p erson would come , 
an '  yo ' continue tuh sleep on dat  lettah .  An ' ah ' ve heard dat by doin ' dat an ' 
sprinklin ' it  wi t Hearts PePjUme each night , why ah bel ieve in de ninth night , 
aftah de ninth night , why dat person mo '  likely tub come tuh yo ' .  [Waycros s , 
Ga. , (1116 ) , 1790 : 12 . ]  

8869 . Handwri t ing is  one o f  the easies t things to ge t if  you want to harm any 
person , for the s imple reason that your hand mus t press  against the paper . THAT . 

IS WHY I EMPHASIZED THE SWEAT AND THE OIL FROM 
SWEAT FROM HANDWRITING OF LETTER THE SKIN IS THE EASIEST THING FOR "HOODOO" TO 

WORK WITH . I know a girl that got a letter 
vith powder or something all over the letter and her hand shook like that , like 
she had nervous trouble , and they got a doctor for her . [ Freder icksburg , Va . , 

cylinder 54 . ]  
SWEAT - PUBIC - IN LETTER 8870 . If a man leave s home an ' a woman wants him 

back , dat ' s  whut chew mean . Don ' t chew write him 
yo ' self , but chew find out from some of  yore personal friends . Git ' is pers onal 
friends tuh write him , j is '  lak yo '  know dey int erest ed in hearin ' from ' im .  All 
right , she goin ' take dat lettah , undahstan ' ,  an ' den she goin ' ' erself - [ put ] 
some o f  ' erself intuh de lettah . 
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(What do you mean? What part o f  herself ? ) 
She goin ' put de sweat of ' e rself . 
(From her privates . All right . ) 
Yes sir , all right . She ain ' t goin ' put it on de lettah ,  un ' ahs tan ' , she 

gon ' a rub it in de envelope . See , if yo ' rub it inside de envelope , it ain ' t 
gon ' a har ' ly [hardly ] soil de lettah .  H e  ain ' t  gon ' a  notice it . He ain ' t  gon ' a  
teah [ t ear ] dat envelope open , see . An '  den he gon ' a  weah dat lettah ,  see , an '  
den ' is who le heart an '  mind will fall right back tuh ' er ,  an ' den h e  comin ' . 
Yo ' undahstan ' . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1252) , 2125 : 2 . ]  

8871 . An '  yo ' want ' em tuh come back tuh yuh . If  yo ' know where dey are , kin 
git in touch wi t  ' em , writ e  dem a lettah some kinda way . Use dis Three S Love 
Po�dah an ' yo ' sprinkle it all ovah yore lettah . Jis ' evah time yo ' write a word 

THREE S 's  [ = S S S ] LOVE POWDER - DAB FINGER IN 
AND MAKE CROSS MAlU{ OVER EACH WORD YOU WRITE 
IN LETTER TO BRING BACK MAN WHO LEFT HOME 

TREE - GREEN - STOP UP IN - FINGERPRINTS 
FROM LETTER YOU WROTE - STROKE IN YOUR HAND 

yo ' dab yore fingah in dis powdah 
an ' dab it on evah word , cross 
it-lak . An '  when he read it he ' ll  
come right on back . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 97 5 ) , 157 9 : 2 . ] 
8872 . Dey take yore han 'writin '  
an ' r un  yo ' completely crazy , an '  
g i t  chure fingahprints from de 

let tah dat chew wrote , 
of  a s troke . 

an ' j es '  mess yo ' all up in yore han ' s lak it be ' s  a kin ' 

(What would they do with that ? )  
A woman tole me dey take it [ lette r ]  an '  dress it . 
[Thinking informant had ended , I s topped recording machine but had to restart 

for an addition . ] 
(After they dress it , they stop it  up in a green tree ? )  
Dress i t  an ' den s top i t  up in a green t ree . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1523) , 2717 : 3 . ]  
887 3 .  Dey take yore han ' writin '  an ' draw [up ]  yore fingahs , see . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Dey tell me dey take dat han ' writin ' , a let tah - j es '  lak ah write chew a 

let tah an ' yo ' wanta do sompin tub me . When yo ' git mah lettah ,  why yo ' satis

VINEGAR AND ALCOHOL - LETTER SOAKED IN BY 
ENEMY WILL DRAW UP WRITER '  S HAND 

f i ed .  Wel l , yo ' take mah lettah dat 
ah wro te chew an ' yo ' put it in a 
halfa glas s o f  vinegah an ' 1lkeeh&l 
[ alcohol ] .  Well , dey say den ,  if ah 

try tuh write , ah can' t write . Mah fingahs an ' mah veins will commence tuh draw. 
See , dey j es '  commence tub draw an' finely [ finally ] why ah git s  lak a person 
deformed or sompin . Ah can ' t do nuthin becuz yo ' got mah fingahs tied up intuh 
vinegah an alkeehal . Yo ' s ee ,  it ' s  strong . Well , dat j es '  got mah veins tied. 
Ah can ' t  write . Ah kin try but ah can ' t do nuthin. [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1261) , 

WATER - FROM SOAKED LETTER - BOTTLED AND BURIED 
2 141 : 6 . ] 
8874 . Dey ' ll take dat lettah 
an ' dey ' ll soak dat lettah in 

watah an ' git dat writin ' outa it . An '  dey ' ll take dat watah an '  put it in a 
bottle . Save dat watah . An '  ef yo ' in New York an '  dey didn ' t lak dat , dey ' d  
keep dat dere [water ] wit nuthin but chure let tah .  

(What will they do wi th that water? ) 
Dey bury dat b ot tle down - stick dat bottle right down up ovah de mouth , an ' 

yo ' d  go man [ leave New York] . Yo ' walk back dere [where that bo t tled let ter
water was ] . [Jacksonville,  Fla . , (592) , 7 64 : 10 . ] 

8875 . Take de han ' writin '  - j es '  lak if yo ' got mine an ' if  yo ' want me tuh 
suffah wit mah han ' writin ' . Ah tell anyone tuh j es '  [bring] me de han 'writin '  
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an' ah take dat han ' writin ' an ' ah copy i t  off tuhgethah , j es ' copy it o f f . An '  
ah take dem copies an ' work ' em out , yo ' s ee , intuh lettah a - b - c - till ah 

WATER - BOTTLE OF - NAME FROM LETTER IN 
AFTER TACKED 24 HOURS ON EAST SIDE OF TREE 

spell yore name . See , ah takes dat 
lak yo '  got d em s ame tw.o trees ah 
tole yo ' ' b out . Yo ' take it an ' 
tack it  tuhwards sunrise , facing de 

sunrise , an ' let dat stay dere roun ' twenty-fo '  hours . An '  yo ' take i t  b ack tuh 
de house den an ' yo ' puts it in a bott le of watah.  Puts it in a b o t t le an ' s tops 
it  up airtight . Well , yo ' wants tuh bring dem back tuh yo ' . Dey ' ll come . Yo ' 
see , dat copy is in dere , but i t  gotta be a copy of  it . Don ' t chew write it down 
dere . Don ' t take de same han ' writin ' as dere ' s .  Yo ' kin copy it off  yo ' s elf . 

(How do you copy that ? )  
Copy it off , takes de  aba 's  [ letters of  the alphabet ] , yo ' undahs tan ' .  Don ' t  

have tuh take it all , j es ' t ake de name in de aba 's [write name with the neces
sary letters of  the alphabet ] ,  j es '  lak if mah name Edgah [Edgar ] , s omp in l ak dat, 
copy i t  off in aba 's . Git ' is name on it an ' take i t  home an ' tack it up . [ Fay
e t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 2 6 34 : 2 . ] 

8876 . [ The following rite mis s ed by my transcriber , I did not have time to 
copy in full but made the fo llowing summary :_] "Tear handwriting up into small 

WATER : MAY WATER - BOTTLED WITH 
LETTER TORN TO PIECES 

p ieces - put in b ott le - ge t some May water -
that ' s lucky - make your wish - catch May water 
on 1st of May [ s ee  margin t itle MAY WATER ,  
p . 460 , and No . 986 , p . 381 ] - stop up [ in bot

tle ] - bury - whatever you want done be repeating that while you are tearing up 
paper . "  [Memphis , Tenn. , ( 971) , 1570 : 11 . ] 

887 7 .  Ef it ' s  by ink , dey takes dat let tah an '  dey 
WATER - BOIL LETTER . IN boil dat let t ah .  Dey boil dat let tah unt il h it 
THROW INTO RUNNING WATER finely [ f inally ] come tub soup . An ' j es '  as hit come 

tuh soup , dey ' ll go on down tuh de rivah an '  throw it 
down intuh de rivah . An ' den dat man he ' d  go crazy . 

(Th ey j us t  throw this soup into the river? )  
Yes , sub .  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (586) , 7 52 : 2 . ] 
8878 . Tuh run yo ' crazy . 
(How do they do that ? )  
How dey d o  dat ? Wel l , dey j es '  goes tuh runnin ' watah an ' lets dat stay dere 

fo ' so many - yo ' know , a while . An ' dey take it  up an ' dey takes dey ' nitials 
an '  put de ' ni tials on dere in a piece of cloth , an '  throw it intuh de rivah , 

WATER : RUNNING - LETTER INTO - WITH WRITER ' S INITIALS 
see . Dat j e s ' keep yo ' 
j es '  all s t irred up . 
(They simply take my 

handwriting and throw it in the wat e r .  That ' s all they do ? )  
Throw i t  in d e  watah . Put chure ' nitials if dey kin git de - yo ' know have 

yore ' nitials o f f  de lettah .  An ' dat keep yo ' goin ' . [ Waycross , Ga . , (1122) , 
1804 : 7 . ] 

8879 . Well , if  a person kin take yore 
throw it in runnin ' watah , an ' burn it on 

han ' writin ' an ' if dey kin take it an ' 
each end [ 4  co rners ] b efo ' dey do , evah 

time yo ' go tub write ,  yo ' hardly 
kin write . Yore han ' wi ll be zig
zag on de papah . Yo ' couldn ' t 
hardly write , yo '  tremble so bad 

WAXER : RUNNING - LETTER INTO - AFTER BURNING 
4 CORNERS - YOUR TREMBLING HAND CANNOT WRITE 

till yo ' git somebody tuh wr ite fo ' yuh . 
dat . [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1380) , 2450 : 7 . ] 

Becuz ah know a g entleman dat wuz lak 

8880 . Well , if somebody wrote chew a lettah now - j es ' lak if yo ' wanted tub 
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git tuh somebody an ' dey wro te chew a lettah , why yo ' take dat le ttah an ' yo ' 
read it . Yo ' read it backwards . An '  den , i f  yo ' kin read backwards , take dat 

WILLOW TREE HAS FORKED ROOT - AFTER YOU READ 
A LETTER BACKWARDS - BURY IT  UNDER THAT ROOT 
AND WEAR DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING ROUND YOUR ARM 
WHATEVER YOU WANT - ASK IN J HIGHEST NAMES 

lettah an ' yo ' read it backwards . 
An '  den yo ' take an ' take it tuh 
a willah tree . Yo ' take it to a 
willah tree . An '  a willah ' s  got 
a forked roo t tuh it . Yo ' dig 
down tuh dat root where it ' s  

forked down dere , an ' den yo ' turn dat lettah bottom upwards undah dere , undah 
dat tree , an ' kivah [ cover]  i t  back up . Well , yo ' git de devil ' s  shoestring an '  
yo ' weah it round yore arm , jes ' tie it round yore arm. Dat ' s  whut ah heered 
' bout dat . 

(What will all this do now? ) 
Dat j es '  lak if yo ' love somebody an ' want ' em back tuh yuh or want - whatsom

evah yo ' want done tuh ' em .  Whatsomevah yo ' want done , when yo ' go tuh dat wil
lah tree an ' put dat undah dere,  yo ' speaks dat befo ' de Fathah� Son an '  Holy 
Ghost. [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1161) , 1 9 36 : 7 . ] 

8881 . Well dey take yore han ' writin ' . Well , j es '  lak yo '  write on dis side 
of de let tah .  Well , yo ' know , a pusson don ' t usely [ usually ] write on one sheet 

WRITING ON OPPOSITE S IDE OF SHEET AND BETWEEN 
LINES - WI SH WHILE WRITING - AFTER WRITING 
DE LONG WAYS BETWEEN LINES - DEN YO ' GO AN '  
WRITE IT ACROSS SEE • • •  KEEP DAT AN ' TOTE IT 

on both s ides , j es '  lak yo ' write 
on dis side of de let tah .  Well ,  
yo ' may mail dat tuh me . Now , 
yo ' is  de woman an ' ah ' m  de man , 
see . Yo ' may mail de lettah tuh 
me .  [ Informant b egins t o  demon-

s t rate . ] Well , ah ' ll write on dis s ide . Well , when ah write on dis s ide , ah ' ll 
write b etween lines . See , ah write b etween lines . Now ,  ah don ' write zactly 
[ exactly ] on yore lines . Jes ' lak yo ' write a line dere , an ' write one dere , 
see . Well , ah ' ll write in de middle o f  yores , s ee .  An '  in mah t ime o f  writin ' , 
why ah ' ll make mah wishes , what ah wan ' tuh happ en tuh yuh , see . An ' j es '  as 
ah wri tin ' , ah makes mah wishes . Co ' se yo ' have tuh have a good educat ion tub 
do dat , yo ' know . An '  den when ah make mah wishes , why yore wishes will certain
ly came out . Co ' se den mah lines wil l be tangled up . Yo ' unders tand , aftah yo ' 
done write it  de long ways betwixt lines , den yo ' go an ' write it across , s ee .  

(Then what do you do with that ? )  
Well , yo '  keep it . Keep dat an '  tote it . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (511) , 57 6 : 7 . ] 

ADD I T I ON A L  R I TE S  AND B E L I E F S 

[This divis ion can be gathered into sec tions : THEFT , COURT CASES , THE AMAZ ING 
CHICKEN EGG , SALT AND ITS COMBINATIONS , NAILS - NEEDLES AND PINS - TACKS , FROG 
and BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE AGAIN . Smaller amounts of diversif ied material , with 
�argin titles only , will follow in division "CHANNEL DE WORLD . " ]  

1 .  THEFT 

[ Clos ely related to theft are : (1)  the los s  o f  an article by mere losing or 
misplacement ; ( 2 )  the loss or  theft  o f  a husband or  wife or lover , illus trations 
being numerous in HoodOo ; and (3)  the reverse of lo sing , the finding of the obj ect 
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causing conj uration . To locate or identify conj urat ing obj ec t s  is the very heart 
of hoodoo . Many o f  these lat ter methods have been given in Hoodoo - see DIAGNOS IS , 
pp . l65-217 , and elsewhere . Yet , despit e all do- it-yourself magic , the true b e
liever in these vo lumes will imi tat e B iblical p recedent s , i f  the los s or theft is 
considerable . He will copy the experiences o f  Saul by vis it ing a seer (1 Samue l� 
chapter 9 )  or a woman that hath a fami liar spirit at Endor (1 Sam. 28 : 7 ) , whom 
our modern believer knows by  various profes sional titles : Doator , Madam ,  Mother ,  
high man , wise man or wise woman , two- head or two-header , fortuneteller , reader , 
healer , foreknower , foret eller , hoodoo or hoodooer , roo t -man or root-worker , 
witch , witch-crafter , ' crafter , aunjure or cunj ure-man , etc . Finally , may I call 
your at tention to the firs t margin t itle ,  BIBLE AND KEY . Some of its rites have 
been used f o r  o the r purposes than theft : to discover whether a wish would come 
true , No . 550 , or wh ether you have been hoodooed , No . 55 1 , both on p . l67 . At the 
end of these Bible-and-key rites are two rare ones of unusual intere s t  concerning 
two keys , or crossed key s ,  or the Key of St.  Pe ter . My special comments about 
them, because they concern me personally ,  should be read . ] 

8882 . A bras s key , d at ' s lak a �oppah key , Git chew one o f  dose coppah keys 
an '  put it right in de Bible at a certain chaptah .  An '  den he ' d  wrop [ pro fes-

BIBLE AND KEY 
(1)  INFORMANT AND "DOCTOR" PERFORM RITE 

BRAS S KEY - STRING - BIBLE - RHYME 
BY ST. �TER THOUGHT TO BE BIBLICAL 

s ional worker visited by informant 
would wrap ] dis Bible wit a s tring 
an ' let chew hold dat key lak dat 
[ demonstrates ] .  Ah ' ve belt  [ he ld ] 
it mahself an ' den he [hoodoo man] 
read a chaptah [ from the Bible ] .  

It says : By St. Petah� by St . Paul� by de Lord dat made us all�  if seah-an ' -seah 
a man - j es '  call de name , see yo ' have tub git de name - is got ahure money� ah 
p�y dis Bib le turn an '  fal l. An '  it shore will fall when yo ' hit it right . 
Ah' ve tried it , belt dat [ Bible ] . But ah don ' t know as ah could do it  lak he 
[doator ] did . [ Informant thinks this by-St .  Peter rhyme is a chapter from the 
Bible ! How our hoodoo man and informant held Bible and key will become apparent 
as we proceed . ] [Waycross , Ga . , (1067) , 172 7 : 9 . ] 

(2 ) BY ST. PETER RHYME CONSIDERED BIBLICAL 
8883 . Put a key intuh a Bib le 
an ' hole [hold up ] de Bib le b y  
de t i p  cornahs w i t  dat [key in

side] an ' yo ' say de verse in de Bible : By St. Petah� by St . Paul; by de good 
Lord dat made us all; if So-an ' -so has - name d e  person - taken so-an '-so�  spin 
4n '  fal l . An '  it ' s  true dat dat will happen. 

(You can find out who s tole the thing . ) {Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 5 6 ) , 69 3 : 3 . ] 
8884 . Lak if yo ' lo se somepin in dis room - if yo ' or me lo st  somepin. Well , 

yo ' s ee , yo ' take a brass key an '  let somebody put i t  in de page where S t .  John , 

( 3 )  BRAS S KEY [UNTIED? ]  IN ST . JOHN 
2 FINGERS HOLD BIBLE - RHYME 

yo ' know [see comment later ] . An ' den 
yo ' put - dey hold it don ' chew know an ' 
dey call evahb ody name dat wus in dis 
r o om .  Yo ' say a l i t tle prayah t say , "By 

S t .  Petah , by S t . Paul , by de grace of de good Lord who made us all . 1 1  Den dey 
call de name , dey said , " If Sech-an ' -sech a one s tole sech-an ' -sech a thing , pray 
Bib le wheel an ' fall . "  An '  it fall on de name who took it . Well , ah ' ve seen dat 
done . [ S t .  J ohn here is evident ly the author of Reve lation , no t of Gospe Z ,  and 
the p assage could be : These things sai th he that is ho ly� he that is true; he 
that hath the KEY OF DAVID� he that openeth� and no man shutteth; and shutteth 
and no man openeth (King James version� Rev . 3 : 7 ) . Informant cons iders By St. 
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Peter rhyme a prayer ! ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1259) , 2138 : 2 . ] 
8885 . Yo ' kin find out an ' i t  [ the rite ] don ' tell no lie . Yo ' go git a Bible 

an ' yo ' gits a brass key , an ' yo ' put dat bras s  key in dat Bible an ' yo ' ties it 

(4)  BRASS KEY TIED TIGHT IN BIBLE 
2 PERSONS - EACH WITH 1 FINGER 
OR 1 PERSON ' S FINGER EACH HAND 
HOLD BOOK UP BY SPINE - RHYME 

up tight , an '  yo ' holds it in yore han ' 
lak dis - lak dat [ demons trates ] . 
(With two fingers . )  
Yes , two fingahs . I f  not dat , chew kin 
git somebody else tub hold one of d e  
fingahs , an ' yo ' hold one an ' say : By St. 

Petah� by St. PauZ�  ' tain 't but de one God saves us a Z Z; if Seah-an ' -seah a one 
s to Ze mah money or anythin '�  any artiaZe� ah pray BibZe whee Z an '  fa ZZ .  An '  dat 
Bible wouldn ' t  move until yo ' call de right one ' s  name whut s tole it . An '  dat 
Bib le j es '  ease , ease roun ' till it drops .  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 6 2 ) , 2144 : 10 . ] 

8886 . Us� de Bible an ' git de 50 P salms [Psalm 50 ] o f  David in de Bib le an ' 
yo ' read it  three times . An '  yo ' git chew a do ' key , a large do ' key . Aftah yo ' 

(5)  DOOR KEY TIE IN BIBLE AT P SALM 50 
READ IT 3 TIMES - WRITE IT ONCE 
CALL EACH NAME 3 TIMES - IF THIEF 
NAMED - KEY WILL TURN AS IN A LOCK 

read dat Psalms , yo ' write dat P salm 
down on a piece of papah . An ' yo ' 
take dat do ' key an ' yo ' put it  on 
dat P salm ,  an ' yo ' tie it wit s tring 
an ' yo ' read de Psalms . An ' aftah 
yo ' read dem Psalms , yo ' call dis 

person name three time an ' yo ' hold dat do ' key ; an ' if it ' s  de individual name 
yo ' call , dat done took s omp in from yo ' ,  when yo '  read de P salm , dat do ' key 
goin' turn roun ' in dat Bib le .  Jes ' lak yo ' turn it  in de lock o f  a do ' , j es '  
turn ; an ' if  it ain ' t de individual whut took it , de do ' key goin '  tub s tay still . 
But if it ' s anyone dat took it an ' yo ' know dere name , yo ' call dere name , dat 
key is gonna turn in dat Bible . 

(You write  this 50th P salm on a piece of  paper and then you wrap that around 
the key ? )  

No sub , d e  key is tied intuh de Bible on de 50th Psalm aftah yo ' write it 
down . See , �o '  write i t  down so yo ' kin read i t , an ' yo ' readin ' it three times . 
An '  aftah yo read - while yo 1 readin 1 it , yo 1 don ' call de individual [name ] . 
Aftah yo ' read it , den yo ' call de individual name an ' yo ' hold dat key . Hold 
de Bible an '  hold de top end of de key , an ' when yo ' hold dat key yo ' have it 
tied tight in dat Bible ; an ' if it ' s  dat individual , dat key ' s gonna turn in dat 
Bib le j e s ' lak it would in de do ' .  

[ S ince key does no t fall , By St. Peter rhyme not used . ] 
(This key though is put into the Bible where this P salm is . The only reason 

that you write that 50th Psalm i s  that - so when the Bible is closed , you can 
read the 50th P salm? ) 

Yes . [Algiers , La . , (157 7 ) , 2904 : 5 . ] 
8887 . As the proo f , yo ' will take a Bible , 

b ig brass key . Yo ' ll place it  in that Bible . 

(6)  BIG BRASS KEY - TIE IN BIBLE 
WITH 2 FOREFINGERS LIFT AND HOLD UP 

the Tes tament . Yo ' ll take a great 
Tyin ' it well , hold it with two 

individual forefingers sayin ' 
this word : By St . Peter� by 
St . PauZ� by the Lord that 

BIBLE - REPEAT " BY ST . PETER, BY ST . PAUL" made us aZZ�  if Chester have 
my poaketbook� Zeave the 

Bib Ze� key� turn an '  faZ Z .  An '  if he ' s got it , it ' ll turn an ' fall . Yo ' kin 
call twenty differen ' men ' s names an ' when yo ' get de right one , it turns . De 
other individuals , it stays neutral . 

(I s ee . Then what would you do to make him bring it back, anything ? )  
Why yo '  go to ' im  an ' yo ' tell ' im t o  bring i t  back ,  i f  yo '  found out fo ' sure 
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he go t it . [New Orleans , La. , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1448 : 2 . ] 
8888 . Say fer instance if someone s tole somepin from me , ah ' d  take de gartah 

offa mah laig an '  put it aroun ' de Bible , an ' [ I  would get ] yore front do ' key , 

( 7 )  FRONT DOOR KEY - GARTER OF LEFT LEG 
SOMEONE TO HELP - EACH USING BIG FINGER 
HOLD KEY UNDER GARTER - BY ST. PETER 

an ' get someone els e [ to help 
me ] with our big two [ two big ] 
fingahs , j is '  lak dat [ demon
strates ] , an ' hole [ hold ] dat 
key undah dere [ the gar ter ] . 

Ah ' ve seen dis done . Hole dat Bib le right straight , don ' t let it move , an ' yo '  
say : By St .  Peter, by St. Paul, by de God dat made us all, if So-an '-so sto le of 
mine, whutsomevah it is, de Bib le turn an '  fal l . Well , if dey didn ' t take i t , 
dat Bible won ' t  move ; an ' if  dey did take it , it ' ll j is '  whirl aroun ' offa yore 
fingah . [ For similar rites , see BIBLE-DIME-GARTER,  p . l6 7 f . ]  [Wilmington,  N .  
Car . , ( 310) , 237 : 6+85 . ]  

8889 . Yo ' go an ' git chew a bras s key . Yo ' walk on an ' yo ' git de Bibl e . 
Yo ' look up on de Ten Commandments . Yo ' place dis key dere on dis Bib le ,  turn 

(8)  LAY BRASS KEY ON TEN COMMANDMENT S 
IN BIBLE - CLOSE BIBLE - CALL NAME OF 
SUSPECTED THIEF - IF HE DOES NOT COME 
STICK 2 NEW NEEDLES NEXT TO KEY AND 
THIEF WILL COME AND WANT TO BORROW IRON 

de Bible . If  yo ' go t ' em on one 
[ a  Bible ] , yo ' turn ' em upside • • • 

(Wait a minute ! You say you look 
up the Ten Commandments . Then 
what do you do with them? ) 
Put de key on de Ten Commandments . 
All right . Brass key . Den yo ' 

turn de Bible up an ' call dis fellah by his name , an '  20 minut es from den he may 
don ' t come . If  he won ' t ,  yo ' git two brand-new needles - needles , 

'
yo ' know , dat 

yo ' s ew wit . An ' yo ' s tick dem dataway - open de Bible an ' y o '  stick dem dataway 
in de Bible [ demons trates ] .  

(Under the leaves . )  
Yeah , undah de leaves , by de key - one on each side of de key . Den yo ' call 

dis fellah .  Soon he may don ' t  come , but a couple o f  hours he come an '  ast yo ' 
fer somepin , lak he wanta borrah somepin . [ To borrow something is from well
known witch rites . ] He may as t yo ' to lend ' im a iron or any kind of ins trument 

in de house , see . [To borrow iron is unusual . ]  Well , now yo ' know dat ' s  de 
fellah cuz yo ' done call ' is name on dat commandment .  

(You know that ' s  the man that stole the thing from you . ) [Charleston , S . Car . , 
( ? ) , 65 2 : 1 . ] 

889 0 .  If yo ' wanta find out de person dat done de stealin ' , yo ' ll git de Bible 
an' git a brass key , an ' find de middle verse of de Bible - de very middle leaf 
an '  also de middle verse in dere . Ah don ' t know now [what it is ] , yo ' s ee ,  ' cuz 

(9) MIDDLE PAGE AND MIDDLE VERSE OF BIBLE 
TIE KEY IN - BY RUNNING STRING THROUGH 
CENTER AND TYING KNOT ON BACK OF BIBLE 
WITH HELPER - EACH USING 1 FINGER - HOLD 
BIBLE UP - REPEATING : BY ST. PETER, ETC. 

ah no t much o f  a Bible readah .  
An '  yo ' j is ' take dat [ place ] 
an ' take dat key an ' put it in 
de c entah , an ' t ie a string on 
it an ' tie it aroun ' on de 
backside o f  de book , s ee . An '  
den yo ' git chew anothah fel-

lah, yo ' an ' ' im tuhgethah , an ' he put it on ' is fingah an ' let de othah fellah 
hold it on ' is fingah . See , j is ' put one fingah apiece on it , two persons . All 
right . Den de man whut wanna find out who did de stealin ' - j is '  lak us all be 
lined up , chew say , By St. Peter, by St. PauZ, ain ' t  but one God made us alZ .  
See. An' yo '  supposed tub say somepin else wit it  but  ah  don' t know j is '  zact ly 
[ezactly ] whut chew say , yo ' see .  An '  den yo '  say , If so, Henry stole so-an '

ao - dis box or book - Bib Ze please ree Z an '  faZ Z . An' if he stole it sure 
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' nuff [ enough ] , 
han ' [ hand ] an ' 
it won 1 t move . 
63 9 : 3 . ] 

dat Bib le ' ll turn ovah . See , dat Bible ' ll turn right on ' is 
fall on de table or  on de flo ' on de [ B ible ' s ]  fac e ;  but if not , 
Dat whut chew do tuh find out .  [ Charleston , s .  Car . , (near 530 ) ,  

889 1 .  Put it 
Put dis Bible on 

on a glas s , see . An '  yo ' put a bras s  key on top o f  de Bible . 
a glass firs t , an ' a brass key on t op of de Bible ; but yo ' gotta 

(10) YOU MUST BE A CHRISTIAN TO DO THI S 
REST A BIBLE ON ANY GLAS S SURFACE 
LAY A KEY ON BIBLE - CALL NAME OF 
SUSPECTED THIEF 3 TIMES - IF NAMED 
BIBLE ON THIRD NAMING WILL TURN ROUND 

be a Chris tian , can ' t  be a s innah. 
Yo ' undahstan ' whut ah ' m  talkin ' 
about . An '  yo ' kin call a person 
name three times . Or yo ' kin git 
some Chris tian somebody tuh do it 
fo ' yuh . Yo ' kin call a person 
name three time an ' de third time 

yo ' calls dat first 
[ demonstrates ] .  

person yo ' called , dat Bible will turn aroun ' j es '  like dat 

(Right on top of the glas s . )  
Right on top of de glas s .  Nobody don ' t  touch it . Ah ' ve seen i t  done . An ' 

j is '  as sure as it turn , dey goin ' bring it back tuh ' im . 
(If  they have anything they ' ve s tolen from you . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 506) , 

556 : 8 . ] 
889 2 .  Well , de 12th P salms • • •  [ I  mean] de 24 Psalms an ' de 12th verse . Yo ' 

read it fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  put a key intuh it , an ' dey says dat if yo ' read 

(11) 9 MORNINGS READ CERTAIN PSALM AND VERSE 
AFTER YOU HAVE PUT KEY IN CENTER OF BIBLE 
AND WISHED TO DI SCOVER THIEF AND RECOVER 

dat fo ' ' bout nine mawnin' s  
an '  make yore wish , an ' de 
man whut did it , dey say 
he ' ll come back. He ' ll come 
right back tuh yo ' .  
(You put the key into what ? )  
Intuh de Bible . Yo ' have tuh 

put de key in dere an ' fine [ find ] dis chaptah an ' read it . Yo ' place de key in 
de centah [ o f  Bible? or of P salm? ] an ' yo ' close de Bible up , an ' yo ' make wish , 
an ' yo ' have tuh do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dey says he certainly will come 
b ack. Ah ' ve heard dat . 

(What did you read now? What Psalm? ) 
De 12th P salm an ' de 14th verse .  [ Info rmant ' s  P salms and verses are meaning

less in this present rite . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1447 ) , 2625 : 12 . ] 
889 3 .  Well , ah ' ll tell yuh , yo ' take a bras s key , i f  yo ' [want to ] find out 

who it is ;  an ' aftah tyin ' de brass key in de B ible , put de brass key down in dat 

(12)  A WOMAN MUST NEVAH HOLD ANY OF DOSE KEYS 
BIBLE AND KEY RITE BY TWO MEN USING RHYME 

Bible , takin ' two men - a 
woman mus t  nevah hold any o f  
dose keys - sayin ' , By St . 
Petah� by St . Paul; by de 

Lord dat made us all; if Such-an ' -such has mah money or watch� leave de [ =  dere = 
there ] key Bib le an ' all .  [ For preceding ob scurity see later . ] I t  has b een 
proven dat way . De party dat chew had no suspicion for , would feel guilty an ' 
return it . He will volunteer to come back with it . [ THIS IS  MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF 
A WOMAN FORB IDDEN TO HOLD A KEY ! The reason is obvious . A key is something that 
goes into a hole , unlocks . Elsewhere in the text I have written about former 
moral theology forbidding women to assume the sup erior position ,  either she lying 
or sitting . Folklo�e cautions her agains t stepping over a man lying on the floor 
or crawling over him in bed . Here we also have the locked-room theme of Blue
beard , who gave the keys o f  the castle to his wife , forb idding her to unlock one 
room. ] [ The preceding bracket [ [= dere = there ] ]  properly placed in its context 
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reads : leave the�e key� [ [ leave ] ] Bible an '  a l l . ] [New Orleans , La . , (816 ) , 
1156 : 10 . ] 

8894 . I f  yo ' wanta find sompin dat ' s stolen - if somebody steal sompin from 
yuh - yo ' take dat Bible an ' git chew a brass key whut we call a skeleton key ,  

(13 )  EACH END O F  STRING OVER BRAS S KEY 
THE STRING IS THEN TIED ABOUT BIBLE 
TWO PERSONS - EACH USING ONE FINGER 
HOLD KEY - BIBLE FALLS ON RIGHT NAME 

but it ' s  brass . Yo ' take dat key 
an ' a cord s tring an ' run de 
s tring through de Bible dat way 
[ demonstrate s ] , an ' twist  it on 
de st ring , dis end , an ' twis t  it 
on de othah end de same way . Each 

end of de s tring is wrapped ovah· on de key . An '  yo ' kin take dat key , yo '  an ' 
anothah person , an ' hold yore fingah upon dat key , an ' dat Bible ain ' t goin '  move 
till yo ' call de right name . An '  whoevah yo ' thinks got it - yo ' call s everal 
names befo '  dem tuh be shore yo ' s  undahs tandin ' whut chure doin ' . An ' when yo ' 
git tub de right p erson ,  dat Bible will turn roun ' an ' fal l . [Memphi s , Tenn . , 
(15 24 ) , 27 20 : 5 . ] 

889 5 .  Yo ' kin take 
uh [ or ]  eithah tuh S t .  

d e  Bib le an ' lay it down open . Open tuh David ' s  [Psa lms ] 
Luke . Jes ' let it be layin ' heah on de table an ' yo ' be 

( 14 )  OPEN BIBLE ON TABLE TO PSALMS OR ST . LUKE 
PRAY - THEN SAY BY ST. PETER - CALL NAMES 
ON CORRECT NAME LEAVES OF BIBLE WILL TURN 

sayin ' yore prayahs . Say de 
Lord ' s Prayah . An 1 yo '  s ayin' 
yore prayah . Dat ' s  when it 
fus ' [ firs t ]  s tart tuh work . 
An '  so yo ' s it dere an ' yo ' 

call dese names as ah fus ' said , By St. Petah� by St . Paul� by de Lord dat made 
us aU; now ah Wanta be true in whut ah 'm doin ' .  Says , Now� Lor>d� ah wants yo ' 
tuh be true . Say , Ah don ' Wanta beah [b ear ] no false wi tness .  Ah don ' Wanta 
'cuse [ accuse]  no one wrong. An '  yo ' set dere an ' yo ' call names , an ' when yo ' 
git tuh de right person ' s names , dose Bible leaves j es ' go turn ovah j es '  lak 
yo ' s  [ you is ] turnin ' ' em .  

(Then you can find out who s tole the article b y  doing that ? )  
Yes . Sometimes yore mind will j es '  come tub yo ' ,  yo ' j es '  know d at ah 'm  

[ I  have ] got  yore hat . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1524) , 2 7 2 7 : 6 . ] 
8896 . We ll , lak if ah would steal sompin from yo ' an ' yo '  know dat ah wuz 

de only one dere , but yo ' didn ' t know whe thah person ' ly dat wuz me . Well , yo ' 

(15)  READ FIRST VERSE [PSALM? ] OF P SALMS 
CLOSE BIBLE - TIE STRING ROUND CENTER 
OF BIBLE - HANG DOOR KEY ON STRING 
REPEAT BY ST. PETER BY ST. PAUL 

kin git de Bible an ' tell dat . 
Dat tell yo ' ,  de Bible an ' a key . 
Well , yo ' kin git de Bible an '  
yo ' read d e  firs ' verse o f P salms 
an ' yo ' close de Bible . An '  yo ' 
ties a string roun ' de centah o f  

d e  Bible . An '  yo ' gits a key , a do ' key , an ' hangs o n  dat s tring .  Hangs it on 
each string where it hang s teady , an '  let it s tay dere until it git perfectly 
still . Den yo ' say :  By St. Petah� by St . Paul� if John took so-an '-so from me� 
turn Bib le an '  fal l .  An '  h e  didn ' t , dat Bible will no t move ; but i f  he did , yo ' 
cannot hol ' [hold]  it  till it turn . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1364) , 2407 : 6 . ] 

(16)  BIBLE - PUT KEY ON SEVEN SONGS OF MOSES 
SAY RHYME BY ST. PETER - CALL NAMES 
IF KEY FALLS - PUT LODESTONE - 9 PEARL 
BUTTONS - NAME - SACK - UNDER HIS STEP 

8897 . Then , you want to find 
out who it  was , s tealing? Well 
you get the Bib le and put the 
key on the Seven Songs of Moses 
[whatever that is ] and turn it 
[key ]  nine times . [Does in-

formant mean the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses , the hoodoo or witchcraf t man
ual ? ] I f  you think of that person - you mean , if  you want to know who it was ?  
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(Yes , and then I want to make them pay [ bring ] it back , too . ) 
Turn that key on ' im an ' j es '  say : By St . PeteP� by St. PauZ �  by the LoPd and 

GOd who made us aZ Z; if So-and-so took it� turn key� Bib le� and fa Z Z . If  it ' s  
him , it ' ll fall . I f  it ' s  this man it ' l l  fal l .  

And i f  it  falls o n  this man [when his name is called ] , what you do , you get 
some lodes tone ; if you know where he lives . You got ' a  know where he lives to 
make him bring it back . Get some lodestone and put it up under his step in a 
little sack . Put nine pearl buttons in there . And if he walks over that , he 
will bring b ack whatever he took,  right back whe re he got it from. But you got ' a  
put that name what you called in that sack a t  the bottom s tep . [New Orleans , La . ,  

(17 ) NEW DOOR KEY - TIE INTO fJENESIS AND 
TIE ANOTHER STRING 6 TIMES ABOUT BIBLE 
HANG ON NAIL - NAME IT - NEXT MORNING 
BIBLE WILL POINT TOWARDS THIEF ' S  HOME 

(814) , 1148 : 2 . ] 
8898 . Take a Bib le , a small 
Bible , with a new do ' key , an '  
hang de new do ' key - tie de 
Bib le aroun ' disaway , six times 
wit a cord . Tie de key into de 

leaves o f  de Bible , 
de nex ' mawnin ' dat 
de damage . 

intuh Genesis chaptah. Hang it on a nail an ' name it . An '  
B ible will b e  turned right tuh de direct ion o f  de one who did 

(Whoever s to le the s tuff? )  
Yes . [ Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , (1384) , 2461 : 10 . ] 
8899 . Git chew a bran ' -new nail an ' put it  in de Bible an '  g it a key . Yo ' 

git de key . Yo ' gi t de key , say : By St . Petah� by St . Pau Z� by de Lawd God dat 

{18) NEW NAIL - BIBLE - KEY - LITTLE FINGER 
BY ST. PETER - CALL NAMES OF SUSPECTS 

made us a Z Z J  whosomevah did so
an '-so must aome tuh me oP fa Z Z . 
Call dere names an ' i t  might be 
[one of ] a dozen of  dem roun ' 

dere . All yo ' gotta do i s  takes yore li ' le fingah - see , say ,  By St. PeteP • . • • 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2345 : 2 . ] 

· 

8900 . [Thes e two unusual rites demand two explanations : (1)  an illustration 
of the crossed-keys design , which has been a detail of the Papal coat s of  arms 
for centurie s ; and ( 2) a reference to my experience with this ancient symbol .  

(19) TWO KEYS CROS SED 
(1)  KEY OF ST. PETER 

\S> 

S ince these cros sed keys point upward symbolically unlocking the gate of 
heaven , they are important indeed . Haw important they b ecome in hoodoo we can 
learn by reading the remarkable interview called CROS SED KEYS AND VISIONS , 
pp . l048-1059 , vol . 2 .  The doatoP who granted me this interview will now b e  quoted 
in the following italicized words ; my comments during the interview will be as 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3617 

usual in parentheses ,  my later-dated comments in brackets : ] , 
Ah 'm ?9 an '  ah zuox-ks mah business [ heating and hoodoo] UJi t de "wrks of gifts. " 

Ah 'm "gifted" - "born gifted� "  "born tUi t  a sign. " Ah make mah otUn mediaine an '  
"doctox-" peop Ze . An ' den ah UJorks tUi t peop Ze dat gi ts in troub Ze � laUJsui ts an ' 
al l sech things [ for this latter type o f  work , see the following s ection COURT 
CASES ] • • •  Ah UJas born tUit a cross max-k on nry forohead� an '  ah UJas ttUenty yeax-s 
[old ] befo ' ah evah come in contact tUit any "zuorkin "' [ o f  healing or  conj urat ion] . 

[He now tells why and how he s tarted this work . ] 
Blas ting rock UJay back [yeax-s ago ] in mah home ah found dat key undah a x-ock� 

strange form [ for a key ] . Ah wx-k dat key fo ' evahthing. 
[He shows me the key and here i s  my immediate descript ion of i t . ] 
(They are double keys , the keys that are cros sed . )  
Ah UJOx>ked evahthing by dem� don ' t  cax>e if yo ' in a ZaUJsui t ox- whut. Ah don 't 

give yo ' no "roots � " don ·� make no ''hand" tuh send yo ' .  [For HANDS : MAGIC HELmRS 
see pp . 519-669 and everywhere . ]  

(You found this key ? )  
Yes . 
(You had a mark on your fo rehead , you say ? )  
One Zak dat� de mark of dat [ crossed ] key� X'ight i n  mah fox-ehead. 
[ This "X" on his forehead was not a bir thmark but some prominent cros sing in 

the UJeb or netting of  that part of  the amnion forming the caul at his birth . I 
vas especially interes ted in this "X" b ecause two year s· previously at Charles ton , 
s .  Car . , Doctox> Brown could see the same max-k on my , the author ' s  forehead : "The 
mark that Doctox- Brown inwardly s aw on my forehead was the tav or taw = sign or 
aross , 22nd letter of the Hebrew alphab et . Presumably - or at least  I hope - I 
bore the max-k o f  the e lect or chosen of God (Ezk. 9 : 3- 7 ) ; no t the mark of the 
beast (Rev. l4 : 9 ) "  - p . l290 , v . 2 . ]  

(And then later on you found this [ doub le key in the form o·f a cros s ] ? ) 
Yeah� aftah ttUenty yeahs . NoUJ� ah UJas bom wit dat max-k on mah fox-ehead. Ah 

found dat key undah a x>ock whex-e UJe 's [we was ] b las tin ' one day� I an ' daddy . 
Ile UJent back to take up de rock an ' UJe found dat key� an '  it UJus jes ' as bx-ight 
as it ws [ is ]  today . An ' ah kin do evahthing ah wnt. Ah kin UJox>k business 
by dat x-ing [ in the key , he point s to it ] . 

(That little ring on the end . ) 
Ah kin UJox>k diff 'x-ent object [ parts of the ring] , 'cox-din ' to whut yox-e case 

is. Ah kin UJox>k dat mark [ something on key ]  an '  ah kin UJox-k dis heah key up 
heah - jes ' ' cordin ' to UJhut de case is . 

(You use various parts o f  that key for various case s ? )  
Yessuh. 
[ Though informant ' s  doub le key is appropriate here , one p roblem remains . Did 

he lie about finding the key 60 year s  before my arrival? Even a lie would not 
invalidate his ac tual work . Another fact we mus t remember , the dif ference be
tween the real world and the world of dreams and wishes is very thin in hoodoo . 
Wha t  I mean can be learned by reading the interview, SHE FORESAW AUTHOR IN A 
DREAM , pp . lOBS-109 7 ,  vol . 2 .  Finally , WHAT A REVERSAL OF CLAIMED HISTORY IT WAS 
TO FIND THI S KEY UNDER RATHER THAN UPON A ROCK! ] 

[ These Papal keys , s tamped from me tal , were formerly sold in religious , curio , 
occult , and hoodoo shops , as well as by mail-order firms . Also used , especially 
as good luck pieces , were old coins and medallions . One of  the latter was given 
to me by an informant back in the late 1930 -' s .  It  reads on one side , Bu t tock 
EZectX'ic Mfg. Co . Cincinnati ; on the o ther s ide , National Association of Station
ary Engineex-s� Boston� Sept.  2- 6� 1902. One of the mo st interesting of the se 
.any devices were the two colored stones or rocks used by a doctor in New Orleans , 
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see margin title ROCKS , pp . l98-204 , vol . l .  What I found in the f ield among b e
lievers back in the late 1930 ' s  and early 1940 ' s  may not b e  there today . Fashions 
in this sort of thing change rapidly in the world o f  wishful thinking and commer
cial magic . ]  

[We have not reached the actual rite : ] 
You can take the Bible and you put a key - you get the KEY OF ST. PETER. You 

take that key and you wrap it with the handkershief . See you wrap the Bible with 
handkershief . And you have the key in the Bib le .  And you get another friend 
with you which is going to talk with you , he has go tta say the same thing you 
say .  Well ,  each side you hold the Bible and then you sp eak . Each o f  you use 
one finger . You don ' t leave any other finger touch it but those two . And you 
hold it . And then you say this little prayer . You say : By St . Peter and St .  
Paut� the one who sto te my things, tum Bibte and faU. Now , i f  you say : Maak 
or Henry sto te it  from me� tuPn key, Bible and fal t , then if  Henry stole it , 
that Bib le will turn and you can go right to Henry and get the goods . Go right 
to Henry ,  or George or Peter o r  whosomever it may be  and that ' s  the words they 
use :  By St .  Peter. [New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1137 : 4 . ] [ For anyone interested 
in the development and use of the preceding keys , see David Lindsay Galbreath , 
A Treatise on Eaalesiastiaal Heraldry, Part I� Papa l Heraldry , Cambridge , England , 
W.  He ffer and Sons , Ltd . , 1930 . This learned work , well illustrated and docu
mented , gives many arrangements o f  the keys from coats of arms , seals , bookstamps 
or b ookplates , architectural decorations , gonfalons , etc . ] 

8901 . I t ' s  a different key from any . It ' s  not lak de ordinary key dat we 
has . It ' s a key dat ' s  shaped kinda lak a scissors . Yeah , shaped kinda lak a 
s ciss ors . An '  yo '  t ake dat key an ' yo ' hold it  up . Yo ' git up evah mawnin ' 

' fore de sun rise an ' yo ' take dat key 
( 2) KEY • • •  LAK A SCISSORS, CROSSED an '  stan '  up in de direction de sun ' s 

ris in '  • An' tell dat key whut yo ' want , 
whoevah it wuz dat stole anythin ' from yo ' or whoevah yo ' wanted ' em tuh bring it 
back , an '  dat key will turn in yore han ' . An ' as dat key turn in yore han ' , if 
he s to le anythin ' ,  he ' s  goin ' bring it back . An ' if it don ' t turn , why yo ' won ' t  
git it  back . I t ' s a key dat isn ' t made lak de ordinary key . It ' s  a key shaped 
j es '  lak a scis sors , cro ssed . 

(It ' s  two keys crossed - like two keys crossed ? )  
Yes . - [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2558 : 4 . ] 
890 2 .  Chicken feathahs - a black chicken . Take black chicken feathahs an ' 

put hit undah de step s .  Whenevah a person s teal or anythin ' lak dat from yo ' , 

BLACK CHICKEN FEATHERS 3 
FROM LEFT WING BEFORE DEATH 
KEEP THEM UNDER YOUR STEPS 

git three feathahs out o f  ' is 
s t eps . An ' whenevah he comes 
will run ' im away from dere . 

when yo ' expec tin '  s omebody tub come in on yo ' , 
don ' t chew know , befo ' dis chicken die , put dem 
feathah undah dere , an ' dat ' ll scare dem away . 
( I f  somebody is coming in to s teal something 
from you? ) 
Yes , if yo ' expectin ' a burglah tub come in,  yo ' 
left wing b efo ' he die an ' bury dem undah yore 
aroun ' tuh bothah or any thin ' ,  why dat chicken 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1167) , 1963 : 9 . ] 

BLACK GUM WOOD ASHES - HEARTS COLOGNE 
BOTTLED 5 DAYS AS DIVINATION RITE 

8903 . Jes ' lak dey ' s  steal somepin from 
yo ' an ' yo ' want s tuh find out who is de 
one dat done it . Why yo ' take an ' git 
chew a piece o f  black gum [wood ] an ' 

burn dat wood till it  come tuh a 
intuh a vial an ' put some Hearts 
ashes . An '  yo ' let dat sit  dere 

ashes . An' den yo ' take dat ashes an ' put it 
Co logne in dat vial where ' bouts chew got dat 
fo ' ' bout five days an ' if dat cologne turns 
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de color o f  dem ashes , why whosomevah stole dat s tuff , dey bring it  back . �ow 
ah ain ' t  nevah tried it but ah heah dat . [What would my informant in the S tate 
o f Georgia call a b lack gum tree ? Normally I would say the tree (Nyssa sytva
tiaa) , which has closed-grained wood , entire leaves and small blue-black drupa
ceous fruits . This tree , growing eas t of the Mississippi River , is also called 
sour gum ,  tupelo , and pepperidge. Clo sely related i s  a t ree (N. biflora) con
f ined to the southern United S tates . The preceding tupe lo , a word from the Creek 
Indian language meaning swamp tree , could also mean any other tree of the genus 
Nyssa , especially N. aquatica o f  the southeast ern Uni ted States . Af ter this rite 
was transcribed years ago I marked it doubtful because  I could not unders tand how 
black-gum ashes were able to divine theft and make the thief return the s tolen 
property . Later a pos s ible answer came . In the Southern s tates years ago a bee
hive was made from a s ec t ion of a hollow gum tree . Surely the orig inal ashes 
came from a p iece of beehive supplying s tinging power. Join this with intention . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1120a marked good) ,  1800 : 6 . ] 

8904 . If a pers on stole a thing from yo ' an ' yo ' wanta find out if it ' s  dem 
dat did i t ,  yo ' gotta  git chew s ome coffee grinds [grounds ] aftah de coffee ' s  

COFFEE GROUNDS - TURPENTINE - EGGSHELL - GARLIC 
BROWN EVERYTHING - WISH - BURY UNDER CENTER OF 

SUSPECTED THIEF ' S  HOUSE - A QUINCUNX 

[ coffee has ] been made . Git 
dose cof fee grinds . An '  den 
yo ' take some coffee grinds an ' 
let dem set outdo ' s  [outdoors ] . 
Don ' t leave dem in de house , 

yo '  let ' em set outdo ' s .  An '  den yo ' will git chew a bottle of  turpentine . Now , 
dey done s tole it an ' yo ' wanta find out de fak ' [ fact ] . An '  den , when yo ' gi t 
some turpentine an ' dose coffee grinds - an ' den yo ' take dat  eggshell an ' brown 
hit an ' put it in dere . An ' den yo ' t ake dat  eggshell - aftah yo '  take dat egg
shell . An '  yo ' make yore wish while yo ' fixin ' it  up . Yo ' make yore wish while 
yo ' fix it up an ' den yo ' take dis eggshell . An ' den yo ' take an ' b eat up some 
garlic an ' b rown dat garlic . Yo ' gotta brown evahthin' yo ' us e .  An ' den yo ' 
take ,  if yo ' have an idea who got it - if somebody tell yo '  dese people got i t  
an '  yo ' know where dey live a t  • • •  

( I f  you have an idea who did , what do you do with it then? ) 
Take i t  tuh dere do ' an ' bury it  right up undah de centah of dere do ' , right 

up undah de centah of  dere house eithah much [ if you prefer ] . [ Center of house · 
makes this a quincunx rite . ] An ' i f  dey go t it dey ' ll bring i t  b ack .  Dey ' ll 
bring i t  back . [Memphis , Tenn . , (936 ) , 1515 :·11 . ]  

8905 . Yo ' take a person now dat s teal anythin ' an ' yo ' wanta make ' em  bring 
it back. Well , yo'  don ' know whut tuh do . Yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' goes tuh de 

COUNT 7 OUTDOORS AT NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE 
STILL OUTSIDE - FACE SUNRISE - WASH FACE 
THROW WATER TO SUNRISE - REPEAT EVERYTHING 
3 MORNINGS - LAST MORNING ADD 3 HOLY NAMES 

no ' th s ide of de house an ' yo ' count 
s even three times , j es '  1-2-3 , count 
7 .  Den yo ' walks an ' go tuh de sun
ris e .  Yo ' takes watah in de washpan 
an ' wash yore fac e an ' throw it three 
mawnin ' s [ towards ] sunrise . Well , 

now , aftah yo ' throw it three t imes , de las ' mawnin '
-

yo ' throw it out , yo ' say 
j es '  s o , says : God de Fathah� God de Son� God de Ho ly Ghost� three in one ; say 
ah wants mah thing - whatever it  is - tuh be put back by six a 'aloak in de mawnin' 
regardless tuh who got it. It might not be put in de same place , but it will be 
put right back where yo ' kin git i t .  

(That is if somebody s tole this thing from you . ) [Waycross , Ga . , (1097) , 
1770 : 3 . ] 

8906 . See , j es '  lak a person leavin '  an ' goin ' tuh town , say : WeZZ ah 'm gona 
leave de house heah an ' ah ain ' t  got nobody tuh leave heah. Well , now da t ' s 



36 20 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

called , dey dPessin ' [magically preparing ] it  [ the house ] .  Yo ' ll take a cow 
horn. Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' scrape it - yo ' s crape dat cow horn , an ' put [ scrap

COW HORN - BURN SCRAPINGS FROM - TO PREVENT 
THEFT IN HOUSE WHEN YOU ARE ABSENT 

ings ] j es '  on a p iece of tin or 
sompin an ' set i t  afire . Well , 
now , hit ' ll git tub humin ' .  Well 
when it  git tub humin ' an ' it ' ll 

burn down tuh nuthin but ashes . When it burn tub ashes , dat smoke commence tub 
rollin ' all roun ' de house - goin ' roun ' all de house .  Well , when it  go all 
roun ' de house , yo ' kin go anywhere yo ' wanta ,  leave de house , nobody b othah 
nuthin in dere . Evahthin ' will b e  right dere . [Waycross , Ga . , (109 7) , 1 7 7 0 : 4 . ] 

890 7 . I f  s omebody take anythin ' from yo ' - they come in yore home an ' take 
somepin - yo ' get yo ' some dragon ' s blood . It ' s  a s tick [ it comes in the form 

DRAGONS BLOOD - QUICKSILVER - IN THIEF ' S HOUSE 
WRITE HIS NAME - YOUR NAME BENEATH 

MAKES HIM D�G BACK STOLEN - GOODS 

of a s tick ] , a dragon ' s b lood . 
Yo ' get yo ' some quicksilvah 
an ' yo ' beat dat dragon ' s blood 
up into a powdah . An '  if yo ' 
know de person , who dat is dat 

s to le i t  from yo ' , an ' [you take ] dat quicksilvah . Wheresomevah dey live , yo ' 
go to dere home an ' try to get it undahneath de door - get into dere room.  I f  
yo ' can ' t get into dere room , yo ' try to put it on de s tep , but yo ' have to get 
watah or somepin an ' s crub it , get dat dragon ' s  blood on dat step . Dat ' s  goin ' 
to drag dem wit what dey brought from yo ' baak . [ The dPag in dragon ' s b lood 
makes thief dPag s tolen goods back ! ] But yo ' got ta get dere name an ' yore name , 
an ' write yore name undah de bot tom o f  deres an ' dere name on top cause dey goin' 
to drag what dey brought from yo ' back to yo ' . [The magic of their name on top 
is not too clear ! ] See . 

(Well ,  where do you put that name? ) 
Yo ' take dat name an ' place it undah dere s teps - undah dere step s  into de mud 

wide open - into de mud . Jes ' put it down dere an ' j e s ' put de mud ovah it . An '  
put dragon' s b lood in dere , an ' every time dey walk ovah dat [ thief will say ] : 
"Ah ' m  shore is sorry ah took dat from Mr . So-an ' -so . Ah ' m  goin ' to bring it back. 
Ah ' ve got de p as s  [ ticket where he had sold the ar tic le ] . Ah ' ve got to go where 
ah done sold it . Ah ' ve got ta go get it an ' bring it back . " Got ta drag it back 
dere or d ey [ thief ] goin ' to drag like a dog .  

· CWhat did you do with that quicksilver? )  
QUICKS ILVER I S  TO MAKE ' EM BRING I T  QUICK. 
[This quick from quicksilver and the preceding drag from dragon ' s  blood are 

good examples of  magic thinking at its wors t !  Or bes t ? ] 
(We ll , what did you do with that quicksilver? ) 
It ' s  in a runnin ' form but yo ' got ta ketch it quick an ' put it  in dat dragon ' s 

b lood . 
(Oh , you put i t  in the dragon ' s  b lood - that ' s  what I want ed to know .  That ' s 

all right . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 2) , 14 19 : 2 . ] 
8908 . You can take a bone of a person and do lo ts of harm. They can be  the 

b iggest crook in the world , the one that has got the bone - like the professional 
stealer , the one that has the bone . And as long as they have that bone , they 

DEAD MAN ' S BONE 
KEEPS SPECTATORS AWAY - MAKES INVISIBLE 

with that b one is doing b ecause it is a 
(809 ) , 1137 : 3 . ] 

8909 . (How do they do that? )  

will never b e  caught because they got 
the dead man ' s bone . And the dead man's 
bone keeps all other spectators away and 
nobody perhaps hardly sees what this man 

real dead man ' s  b one . [ New Orleans , La . ,  
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They go to the graveyard and get a bone . And like s ome - ah knowed a fellah , 
he went to the grave - he tote [ carried ] it in his pocket . He say that was his 

DEAD MAN '  S BONE 
PULL THROUGH MOUTH 
MAKES INVIS IBLE 

Luaky pieae . He ' d tote it in his pocket an ' he ' d  pass it 
through his mouth and put it back in his pocket , go any
where . He say he could do anything he wanted , nobody 
wouldn ' t do him nuthin. They couldn ' t  do him nuthin or 
nuthin like dat . He ' d pass dat bone through his mouth , go 

anywhere he felt like going ,  and do what he wanted , and nobody would bother him. 
[ To pull a blaak aat bone through your mouth also makes you invisible - see Nos . 
301 and 30 3 ,  p . 90 . ] [New Orleans , La . , (845 ) , 1290 : 2 . ] 

8910 . If yo ' had a idea of  who it wuz . 
EYES BLINK (That s tole this thing . )  

Dat s tole de s tuff . Sometime when dey wuzn ' t  thinkin ' , yo ' take an ' 
throw somepin at ' em ,  an '  if dey blink dey eyes , yo ' know dat dey s tolt it . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1426) , 257 2 : 9 . ] 

89 11 . You go to work and find his track ,  and make nine wishes and wish for 
your s tolen . things to come back . Then you bury that [ foot track] right where he 

FOOT TRACK OF THIEF BURIED AT S ITE OF THEFT 
MAKE 9 WISHES FOR RETURN OF GOODS 

HE WILL RETURN AND BE HELD UNTIL DAYLIGHT 

took that from you . and he ' ll come 
back to look for more .  And he ' ll 
stay right there unt il day lookin ' 
over it all . [ The preceding unti l 
day i s  an element taken from hag 

and witch lore , see pp . l35-164 , especially No s . 481 , 530 , 542 , etc . ] Yo ' do 
hyp ' otize ' im. An ' then yo ' s ay anythin ' to ' im ,  he ' ll come out ; but yo ' can go 
right there an ' arrest him without s ayin ' anythin ' to him . Then yo ' ll find him 
in dere next morning , when yo ' gits up , lookin ' over yore stuf f .  An ' dat he ' s  
got he ' ll bring it back . If  he ' s  done used i t  up he ' ll come to yo ' , tell yo ' 
he ' s  got i t .  [Near Suffolk , Nansemond , Co . ,  Va . DoatoP Frank Hall (see Intro . , 
p . XXIX , v . l ,  where Harris is a mistake for Hall) , by hand . ] 

8912 . Den if yo ' got a idea dat I s tole it - yo ' know , like if I steal 
somepin from yo ' an ' yo ' got a idea - I seen yo ' come aroun ' , I mean . Yo ' kin 

FOOT TRACK - KNIFEBLADEFUL OF DIRT FROM THIEF ' S  
WRAP - NAME - BURY UNDER YOUR STEPS - CALL NAME 

AND WALK OVER 9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE 
TAKE UP - WEAR - THIEF APPEARS WITHIN 9 DAYS 

something about foo t  track and I begin to record . ] 
(What do they use? ) 

get some of my foot track or 
anythin '  an '  I ' ll bring it 
back , but if yo ' don ' t know • • • •  
[ I  turn off  recording machine 
here because ri te did not 
sound promising . Then he says  

Well , yo ' know, wheresomevah yo ' step like dat , see right between de palm of  
yore foot  an ' de heel ; see , yo ' get a knifeblade ful an '  yo ' put it  in a handker
chief an ' fold it . 

(How do they fold it? ) 
[ Informant b egins to demonstrate . ]  
Fold it to yo ' an ' den fold it  • • •  yo ' fold it like dat , an ' den back like dat , 

but yo ' don ' t want a rag as large as dis , see .  An ' den double it  over like dis , 
back like dat .  Well yo ' won ' t  want no - no piece no bigger ' n  [bigger than]  dat 
in dere . An '  den put it  undah yore do ' s tep an ' cross  it  evah mawnin ' fo ' nine 
.awnin ' s  an ' name i t , like i f  my name are John , s ee .  Yo ' cross it evah mawnin ' 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an '  call my name ' fo ' sunrise .  De ninth mawnin ' yo ' go dere 
an '  take it up , an ' den yo ' pick it up an ' put it in yore pants , anyhow yore 
belt , an ' de ninth mawnin ' ah' ll be dere . [Norfolk , Va . , (469 ) , 476 : 15 . ] 

8913 . Take de white o f  an aig an '  beat it , an '  if yo ' know which way dey come 
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in yore house , providin ' if  yo ' wasn ' t dere - s ee , if yo ' knew which way dey come 
in ,  yo ' t ake dat whi te o f  a aig an ' beat i t . 

FOOT TRACK - EGG - BROWN SUGAR Take yo ' some brown s ugah an ' lay it on de s tove. 
Burn dat sugah an ' take de white o f  dat aig an ' 

put it where he came in de do ' way . An '  he will be de second one or de first . 
Yo ' cooks de yellah but don ' eat it . An '  he ' ll b e  de nex ' one come back to  yore 
house , de one dat stole it from yo ' .  

(What do you mean you put that white o f  the egg where he came in? )  
Yo ' takes de white o f  dat aig an ' if  yo ' kin find his track , puts it i n  hi s 

track an ' takes it up . Yo ' takes up his track an ' t ies it up in a clo th an ' 
put it up ovah yore do ' .  Quite natural he will come back [ for his track which 
is a part of him] . 

(What do you do with that yellow of the egg if you don ' t eat it ? )  
Yo ' takes d e  yellah of dat aig an ' cooks it , dries i t  up . Yo ' cooks it  hard 

an ' let it dry lak . Yo ' boil it an ' grind i t  up in de palm of yore han ' lak 
dat , until it come to a dus t .  Yo ' t akes de dust of dat an ' mix it wit dat whut 
yo ' have taken up from his feet , an ' dat would d raw him b ack . Wi t dat alum dat 
would draw him back . Yo ' takes de alum an ' put it in it . Dat alum is a drawin ' 
somep in . See , ALUM WILL DRAW ANYTHIN'  DAT CHEW PUT IT ON MOSTLY . Yo ' take an ' 
put it on dere an ' i t  will draw him back . [ I t is a common b elie f  in hoodoo that 
alum draws , draws up , but I wonde r ab out alum being used here . Is informant 
confusing the albumen o f  egg white with alum? I s  he calling egg whi te a lum? ] 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 8 ) , 152 9 : 7 . ] 

8 9 14 .  I have heard ' em say that 
the gate or the entry or around the 

you could take a fork and s t ick it down at 
building near where you think they ' re going 

FORK - AT GATE OR DOOR - WISH - KEEPS THIEF AWAY 
ALSO PREVENTS BOTHERING YOU - TALKING ABOUT YOU 

in , and make your wishes . And 
that ' l l  keep ' em away , if you 
think a person ' s  trying to 
s teal - to perwent [ prevent ] 

a person stealing from you. And that ' ll keep people from talking about chew too , 
they say .  Keep ' em  from bothering you in any way , shape or form or fashion . 
[ This f ork rite has been taken over from me thods to keep a hag or witch out of  
the house - see No . 510 , p . l54 , et c . ] [Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , ( 438) , 403 : 14 . ] 

8915 . Yo ' take a fro g .  Dat ' s  when yo ' wanta go in t o  git somepin . Yo ' wants 
to go into a p lace to git sompin , certain things out . Well , yo '  take dis frog 
an ' you put him in yo ' pocket live today . Wel l ,  yo ' go in dis place an ' smoke 

FROG SWALLOWS 15 BUCKSHOT ROLLED TO HIM 
BY THIEF WHO CARRIES HIM IN HI S POCKET 

dis place off today . Well , yo ' won ' t 
git nuthin today , but tuhmahrah [ tomor
row] yo ' intend to gi t whut chew want . 
Yo ' bring d is frog back an ' buy yo ' 

15 buckshots , which yo ' shoo t  in a gun . Yo ' ll put him over heah in de corner . 
He ain ' t going move . Yo ' ll roll dem shots to him an ' he ' ll swallow every one 
o f  dem. Den yo ' l l pick him back up an ' go to de store an ' evahthing yo ' calls 
for , evahthing y o '  call fo ' , he ' ll nevah ask yo '  fo ' no money . [A frog swal
lowing buckshot is wid ely bel ieved . ]  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 5 ) , 6 30 : L ] 

8916 . I f a person s teal somepin from yo ' ,  take sompin good , yo ' know , somepin 
useful to yo ' ,  yo ' kin take an ' write de re name three t imes . Yo ' write In de 
Name of de Father� Son an '  de Ho ly Ghos t three times . Den yo ' write dat straight 
across lak dat three times [ demonstrates ] ,  an ' den yo ' turn it an ' yo ' write it  
dis way [ the s ame way ] , an ' den yo ' take dat an ' fold  it . 

(Do you write the per son ' s name firs t ? )  
No , yo ' write i t  In de Name o f  de Father� Son an '  Ho ly Ghost , three times . 
(Then you turn it around and write it  cro s swise , in the same words ? )  
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De same words ,  an ' yo ' writes de person name , too , but yo ' wri te it  undah dat , 
under de Father. 

See ,  yo ' write it In Name de FatherJ de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost , an ' den de 
nex ' line wi ll be de person ' s name . An '  when yo ' writin ' dis note , yo ' makin ' 
yore wishes to yoreself fo ' de Lord tuh bring dese people back . An '  den yo ' 

ON LINE ONE WRITE THE 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
BENEATH IT ON LINE 2 WRITE NAME OF THIEF 
REPEAT THESE ALTERNATE LINES 3 TIMES 
TURN PAPER - CROSS WITH SAME 6 LINES 
WHILE WRITING NAMES WISH THIEF ' S  RETURN 
FOLD PAPER AND KEEP UNDER BURNING LAMP 
YOUR WISH WILL COME TRUE WITHIN 3 DAYS 

write dat ag ' in ,  an ' den ag ' in de 
[ person ' s ]  name , an ' [ again] de Son 
an 1 de Father an ' de Ho ly Ghost ,  until 
yo ' git three of each . 
(First one and then the o ther [ the 
names are on alternate lines ] .  There 
must b e  three o f  each on this paper .  
Then you turn your paper sideways and 
write the same thing down across the 

other s ix [ lines o f ]  names . Six crossing six? ) 
Sho ' [ sure ] . An ' yo ' place dis undah yore lamp , one dese 

yo ' know . Dey cal l  ' em scent [ saint ] lamp s . Well , yo ' take 
lamps on top of dat an ' make yore wishes fo ' dis p erson , an ' 
whatevah yo ' wish fo ' comes [ true ] . 

li ' le small lamps , 
an ' set one dem 
in three days time 

[Years ago lamp rites were very common in New Orleans and the areas o f  its  
influence . This lamp was a real lamp , sometimes very small , always with a wick 
in a burner.  Sanc tuary or shrine or holy lights , giving lights of different 
colors and using floats were something else . Then ,  o f  course , candles surpassed 
all other forms o f  magic illumination - see for these candles , pp . 79 7-862 , v . l ,  
and other places ; for 34 lamp rites , Nos . 85 7 8-8612 , pp . 3524-3535 , v . 4 ,  and other 
places . During my collecting days in New Orleans , scent or sent could mean 
saint , and also incense or scent. ] 

(They will bring back that article they have taken from you? ) 
Yessuh . 
(They call them saint lamps ? )  
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (938) , 1518 : 5 . ] 
8917 . Somep in you - ah write dey name on it . 
(You say in case you know who they are? This person that stole it from you? ) 
Yeah , dis pers on dat s tole it , hit ' s  goin ' run in yore mind who go t it , yo ' 

see . Yo ' go in ' purtty near know about who de last person was in yore house , yo ' 
see . An '  take an ' write dey name on a piece of  

LAMP - BURN IN - NAME OF THIEF papah an ' put it in dat lamp an ' burn dat lamp . 
An '  de longer dat fuel - dat coal oil burn in 

dat lamp an '  dat b egin to makes him get worried . Make ' em  feel bad , yo ' see , 
an '  dere cons cience will condemn ' um. Dey ' ll say , Ah 'm - ah took dis fum [ from] 
himJ ah 'm goin ' carry it back to 'em. If  dey don ' t bring it back to yo ' ,  dey ' ll 
put it where yo ' kin get it , yo ' see .  

( I  see. ) 
Dey ' ll bring it back in yore house -

somewhere an '  yo ' find i t .  [Vicksburg , 
dey ge t a chance an ' dey ' ll lay it down 
Miss . , ( 7 25) , 9 96 : 7 . ] 

LAMP - BURN IN - THIEF ' S  NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
KEEP LAMP IN DARK PLACE - WHEN OIL BURNS DOWN 
to NAME - THIEF WILL BRING BACK STOLEN THINGS 

8918 . Well , if yo ' didn ' t know 
j us t  exactly who it was who 
stole it . If yo ' knowed , had a 
idea , knew that was the one that 
brought it back - stole it - why 

yo ' could , but if yo ' didn ' t know , well , I have [ never ] heard what yo ' could do . 
(Well , if you know who stole it , then what should you do ? )  
Well , i f  yo ' kriowed who s tole it , yo ' could take his name an ' he ' d  bring it 
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back . You could take his name nine times an ' wear it - put it in your lamp , put 
it in a closed place . Put it in the dark . Yo ' could PUT IT IN A LAMP AND SET 
IT IN A DARK PLACE !  And when that lamp burnt down ,  when that o il burnt down to 
that namer why he ' d  bring it back . [ To burn a small lamp for hours in a dark 
place , sometimes a clo set , could be a f ire h�z ard ! ]  [New Orleans , La . , {831) , 
1 2 37 : 1 . ] 

. 

89 19 . I f  yo ' 
s ome mistletoe . 

wanted to go some place an ' y.o ' wanted to - yo ' j us t  ge t yo ' 
Yo ' boil dat mis tletoe an ' shrimps to gether . 

MI STLETOE AND SHRIMP BOIL "TOGETHER - ADD 
GERMAN HFARTS PERFUME - SCRUB AND SPRINKLE 
HOUSE - NO ONE CAN COME IN TO STEAL ANYTHING 

(Shr imps? ) 
Mistletoe and shrimps . Yo ' boil 
dat together an ' yo ' put some 
German Hearts  Perfume with dat . 
{German Heart ' s  Perfume ? )  
German Hearts P erfume . Yo ' put 
dat with de mis tle toe an ' de 

shrimps , yo ' boil all dat together , an ' yo ' wash yore house good an ' sprinkle 
dat . An '  yo ' could go out an ' leave your door open , ain ' t nobody comin ' in dere . 

(To steal · anything ? )  
No , sir , to steal anything . [New Orleans , La . , ( 84 7 ) , 1306 : 7 . ] 
8920 . If you know de party ' s name wot  got it , j es '  write i t down on a piece 

of paper , an ' take a horseshoe an ' nail it right in de center of de door ,  an ' de 
same somebody wot go t it will 

NAMES AND THEFT 
(1) NAME OF SUSPECTED THIEF - WRITE - NAIL 

OVER DOOR - HANG HORSE SHOE OVER NAIL 

pap er dere too - put de paper on de nail firs t 
i t  - right ovah de center of de door . D e  same 
have de sense to bring it b ack .  

(If  they s to le this thing? )  

come back to yo '  an ' bring it . 
(You nail this name right in the 
center of the hors eshoe over the 
do or ? )  
Jes ' write i t  on a piece o f  paper 
an ' put de nail dere an ' put de 

an ' put de shoe right on top o f  
party wot got it dey ' ll come an ' 

If dey s tole anything from yo ' .  An '  if dey don ' t bring it back right den , 
dey will be messin '  aroun ' yuh an ' dey commence to hintin ' an ' will bring i t  
back . An '  den tell yo ' :  Yo ' kno� a Z Z  about suah an '  euah a thing? Dey �ants 
to see yo ' .  An '  yo ' don ' t know who it is . An ' dey ' ll come an ' have to s ense 
of letting yo ' have it back. 

(How do you nail that horseshoe over the door ? ) 
How do you nail it? Why yo ' j es ' take de nail an ' set it up on dere . 
(Are the two points [ o f  the horseshoe ] up or down , or how? ) 
Oh , de two points down . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (517 ) , 605 : 8 . ] 
8921 . Now , if anyone has stole anythin ' from yo ' , yo ' go tub some runnin ' 

watah an ' yo ' wri t e  his name on dat piece of pap ah an ' put slime or mud � what so

( 2) WRITE NAME OF SUSPECTED THIEF - GO TO 
RUNNING WATER - SMEAR SLIME ON NAME 
CALL " THREE GREAT NAMES11  i.  e .  IN THE NAME 
OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST; MAY HE 
BRING THIS BACK TO ME - PAPER OVERBOARD 

evah it ' tis , an '  call de 
Three Great Names - dat ' s  de 
Father, Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost , 
"may he bring dis back to me , "  
an' throw it ovahbo ' d .  An '  
dat runnin ' watah hit ' ll run 
back to yore house ,  b.ring it 

back to yore house . He pick some chance tuh bring it  back , ' thout [without ] chew 
seein ' ' im. [ The preceding expression Three Great Names is rare compared to the 
more usual ones of Three Highest Names and Three Holy Names . ] 
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(If you think that ' s  the person that stole the article , you write his name on 
a piece of paper ,  and you put this mud on the piece of paper . )  

Right on top of his name . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1223) , 2079 : 5 . ] 
8922 . Yo ' will write dere name on paper an ' stick it  in a glas s of  water an ' 

turn it  up right - if anyb ody done anythin ' to yo ' , see , yo ' turn dat paper b ot

( 3 )  AFTER WRITING NAME OF SUSPECTED THIEF 
SOAK PAPER IN GLASS OF WATER AND STICK 
NAME UPSIDE DOWN FLAT AGAINST HOUSE 
REPEAT 9 DAYS - THIEF WI LL RETURN THEFT 

tom upwards ,  up side de house , 
an ' when it tries to fall down , 
yo ' do dat nine t imes . It shuh 
[ sure ] will bring ' em back . 
Don ' t care who it  is . 

You write that name 
paper ? )  

(Now, this is  to bring them back. 
on a piece of paper j us t  once . Then what do you do with that 

Jes ' s tick it up s ide de house , an ' when it dry wit de water - see , j es '  s t ick 
it  in a glass of water an ' s tick it up side de house , an ' when it dry , it will 
fall down . Well , de next time - like if  yo ' do it today - well , don ' t do it but 
once a day . An '  de next day yo ' do de s ame thing . It will j es '  fall down. Nine 
days dey ' ll come back • • •  I f  dey s tole anything from yo ' dey ' ll b ring ' em  back . 

(Do you put that paper on any particular side o f  the house or any p lace in 
the house? ) 

Any place in the house j es '  long as yo ' hang it  up s ide of de house .  [ St . 
Petersburg , Fla . , (1044) , 1694 : 12 . ] 

89 2 3 .  I f  yo ' have any ideas who done it . 
(Who s tole that thing? )  
I f  yo ' have any ideas who done i t , yo ' git dere names , as ah tole yo ' at 

firs t .  An '  have yore name on top , an ' dere name at de bot tom ,  an ' take it -

(4) HAVING WRITTEN YOUR NAME ON TOP OF 
SUSPECTED THIEF ' S  NAME - PIN THEM DOWN 
FIRST PERSON TO BORROW IS THE THIEF 

s ompin , an ' say , "Billy , ah ' ve go t ta tell yo "' 

if dey stole yore chickens or 
a hog or whatsomevah dey stole , 
an ' pin dem names down . An 1 
dey ' ll be de first person de 
next mawnin ' come tuh borry 

[ The first p erson to borrow something is a frequent element in witchcraft -
see FACI , 2nd ed . ,  No . l6338 ; and Hoodoo , Nos . 49 7 , 499 , p . l51 ; etc . ] 

(I f that pers on s tole anything? )  
Yes . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1359) , 239 6 : 6 . ] 
8 9 24 . Yo ' kin write de name [ o f  suspected thief ]  off  of [with liquid from] 

OZd Hundred [not the familiar tune firs t pub lished about 1551 , but a plant ] an ' 

( 5) MAKE INK FROM OLD HUNDRED AND WITCH HAZEL 
WITH THIS FLUID WRITE NAME OF SUSPECTED THIEF 

witch hazel . Yo ' git i t  
[OZd Hundred] out de 
ground , but chew [you] 
chop it up fine an ' put 

witch hazel on i t  an '  write de names off  of dat . [ This mixture is used as an 
ink . I do no t  know either ordinary or s cienti fic name o f OZd Hundred. Could 
this b e  hundred- lead grass , the yarrow (Aahi ZZea mi Z Zefo Zium) ? ]  An '  de p eople 
Whut s tole anything , dey ' ll come back whah yuh is . An ' put chur name on top 
of it [ thie f ' s  name ] an ' weah [wear] it dat way . [Needless to say , the word 
�tah in witch hazel , as well as intention , power this rite . ] [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 22 0 ) , 134 : 4+85 ;  my ori ginal trans crip tion b y  hand in MS . ]  

(6)  SC IENCE ENTERS HOODOO - THINK THE NAME 
8925 . When yo ' git all to yo ' 
self - yo ' know, at a certain 
time of de day , git off to yo ' 

self an ' yo '  meditate on dat , j is '  lak yo ' see ' im , yo ' s  talkin ' to him . Yo ' 
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say , call his name , says , " Charlie s , yo ' s t olen mah pant s . Ah want chew to bring 
' em back . " Jis ' a few words , yo ' know , sompin lak dat . Yo re mind an ' his mind 
will turn an ' contact together . That ' s  what chew cal l  kind of  auto-sugges tion. 

(I  s ee , that wil l make him bring back this s to len artic le . )  [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (563)  , 70 1 : 9 .  1 

8926 . I f  someone done s tole somepin from yuh an ' yo '  might have a idea who 
it is - yo ' might spo t him [ catch s igh t of  him by chance ] - yo ' ll pas s by his 

(7) THIEF ' S  NAME CALLED 3 TIMES 
WHILE YOU BURN INCENSE 

home . Yo ' might spread j i s '  a little s tuff 
[when you are pass ing his house ] .  An '  while 
yo ' humin ' dis incence [ at home ] yo ' ll call 
his name three t imes , an ' have yore back do ' 

or yore back ro om window hysted [ hoisted ] . While yo ' call his name , j es ' trouble 
to leave yore window up an '  he ' ll bring it back an ' throw it in de house . 

(You s ay you burn s omething ? ) 
Yes , yo ' burn this incense an ' call his name three t imes . 
(I see , and he ' ll bring it back . ) 

Yes , he ' ll bring i t . 
(That ' s  in a case where a fellow doesn ' t want to  go to the law about it . )  

[Norfolk , Va . ,  (466 , Doctor Paul ,Bowles) , Norfolk , Va . , 463 : 7 ;  see a Zso pp . l733-
1738 , v. 2 . ] 

8927 . If  a p erson come in here an ' steal somepin f rom yo ' ,  he may s t eal five 
dol lars or he may s teal ten do llars . We l l , now yo ' go to bed . Yo ' wanta go · 

down an ' put de law behin ' [ the 
(8)  AFTER THE THEFT - FIRST THING YOU DREAM thief ] ,  but don ' chew do dat . 

ARISE FROM BED - LAY RIGHT-FOOT SHOE Yo ' ain ' t  go tta put de law b ehin' 
ON FLOOR BENEATH HEAD OF BED - GET ' em . Den go to work an ' lay down 
3 THINGS : SODA - SALT - RED PEPPER in yore bed at night an ' de fust 
AT MAIN DOOR CALL NAMES OF 3 VIS ITORS thing yo ' dream yo '  git up . De 

fust thing yo ' have in yore 
dreams , yo ' git up . Yo ' go an ' take up yo ' right- footed sho e .  An '  take i t · an '  
put it  a t  d e  head o f  yo ' bed , underneath chure head . Well , de fus t thing yo ' 
dream after  yo ' put it underneath chew head , yo ' come downstairs an ' take some 
soda , cookin ' soda , in yo ' hand . An' take some tab le salt an ' put it in yo ' 
hand , an ' a li t tle b i t  o f red pepper an ' put i t  in yore hand . Go to de do ' an ' 
call three names o f  de ones dat been to  yore house .  An ' dat man will come back 
dat ni ght an '  bring dat back an ' say he go t it . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (525 ) , 
6 29 : 2 . ] 

8 9 28 . I f  yo ' is  in time , he ain ' t git rid o f  it , yo ' understand . Dere ' s  
whole lo tta time a person s teal s omep in from yo ' , why - now j es ' like ah came 

( 9 )  NAME OF SUSPECTED THIEF CALL 3 TIMES 
FIRST TIME 3 TIMES - S ECOND TIME 2 TIMES 
AND THIRD TIME CALL 1 TIME 

in here , yo ' might have a pin 
o r  s ompin . I might take dat 
p in [I had no pin but a cheap 
fountain pen lying near my 
Numbers Book on interviewing 

table . ] [ I ]  done s teal it an ' carry it to a pawn shop an ' pawn it , sompin lak 
dat ; or done sell it to somebody , see . But now , if I ain ' t  sell it , if I j es ' 
keepin ' i t  to wear it  fer mys elf ; well , dere ' s  a way fer me t o  make yo ' b ring 
dat back , yo ' s ee . Yo ' ll wonder [wander ] around de house an ' wonder who taked 
dat pin o ff chere [ here , of f the t ab le ] . Wonder who carried dat knife or somepin 
of mine - dis whatsomeve r be s teal . "Well , So-an ' -so b een heah today . He must 
be him. He must  b e he carried it . "  Jes ' like yo ' might have a gi rl friend or 
somepin like dat . Sh e might come in dere an ' she might take i t  away , see . Well. 
yo ' go to work an ' yo ' call dat pers on name three t imes , see . Yo ' call de name 
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three times as  yo ' walk to dat  do ' an ' den yo ' ll walk back into de  house . Yo ' ll 
walk to de windah dere . Yo ' ll walk to dat windah an ' I ' ll call her name again , 
twice see .  Right from de do ' . Yo ' walk in de do ' firs t . Al l  right , yo ' walk 
back from de do ' to de windah . When yo ' w�lk to de do ' , yo ' call her three 
times . Yo ' walk back from de do ' an ' yo ' walk to de windah an ' yo ' call her 
twice . All right , yo ' walk , well , perhaps yo ' might have - yo ' might go to de 
windah in de ro om. Yo ' go to de windah in de room an '  yo ' ll say , "Oh , Daisy ! 
Oh , Peters ! "  er [ or ]  sompin like dat . Or "James . "  Well , yo ' j es '  don ' t make a 
big call , yo ' understand . People think yo ' might be crazy or sompin like dat . 
But , yo ' see , when yo ' make dat las t [ call ] , perhaps she might be back to see 
yo ' in an hour , be back in de mawnin ' . She j es '  couldn ' t  keep i t , or he , who
somever got it . 

(The last time you call right out the window? ) 
Loud . Yes , de las t time yo ' call one time .  The first time yo ' call three 

times , the second time yo ' call twice . Jes ' like yo '  go to de do ' ,  walk to dat ,  
etc.  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (511) , 5 78 : 3 . ] 

8929 . I know a case about a fellow name o f  William Mitchell .  He broke in a 
fellah ' s house an ' he stole some suits . An '  he [ a  hoodoo investigato r ]  goes on 
to this house there an '  he seen where he broke in that hous e . An '  they suspected 

(10) SPRINKLE SUGAR BEHIND SUSPECTED THIEF 
WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - CROSS THEM 
DRAW CIRCLE ABOUT - BURY AT BACK S TEPS 
3 TIMES CALL NAME - DO THIS 9 TIMES 

this man , which it was . An '  
they took William Mitchell name 
an ' they ' buried William Mitchell 
name at the back steps . They 
bury this at the back steps an ' 
walks on down ,  an ' they sprinkle 

some sugar , yo ' know , out to de t rail . An '  as yo ' go out , say , "William Metchell ,  
Willy Mitchell , Willy Mitchel . "  Yo ' gotta say i t  nine time s , yo ' see . "Yo ' re
turn them good s . " Yo ' see . But he did return de goods , but I ' ll tell yo ' how 
he did return them goods .  He returned them goods in another party ' s  house -
under de house , yo ' know. So he [doator] told de party [hiring him] , he say , 
" I  seen de peop le who broke in dat house an ' I seen where they cached de stuff . "  
[Doator saw this in a vis ion or by other means ] .  Yo ' see ?  But dat sugar - yo ' 
see when yo ' sprinkle it  out there , yo ' see [ you sprinkle ] behin ' ' im .  An ' they 
had h is name down there nine t imes an ' they had it crossed - across it nine t ime 
an '  with that circle . Well , he couldn ' t  get rid of  de stuf f .  De s tuff was 
found at another house before they was - under de house - but he did take de 
s tuff , all right . [New Orleans , La. , (866) , 1402 : 2 . ] 

8930 . Well now , if  you - l ike you was to take a dollah , say fo ' ' nins tan ' 
(an instant = an ins tance ] ' ,  if you ' d  take a dollah , or i f  yo ' took mah glasses , 

ONION , RED - HALVE S IDEWISE NOT LENGTHWI SE 
WRITE NAME OF THE THIEF ON CIGARETTE PAPER 

S DROPS SPIRITS TURPENTINE - 2 P INCHES CAYENNE 
PEPPER - SPIT IN 5 TIMES - WI SH - BURY AT STEPS 

or if yo ' took anything out mah 
house , or anything yo ' take 
from me , if yo ' s teal it from 
me in the s treet , I gits a red 
onion . Lis ten at me good . I 
splits dis red onion , but not 

let it come apart . See , yo ' j is' gash it like that [demons trates ] . 
(You turn it like that , gash it  through the side , not from top to b ottom. ) 
Well now, you take an '  git five drops spirits turpentine . Yo ' ll write your 

name on a cigarette papah . Like your name John James , I ' ll put in on a ciga
ret te papah , put five drops of spirits  turpentine , put that name [ in the split 
onion] , then put about two little pinches of cayenne pepper , an ' spit in it five 
times , an ' make yo ' a woosh [wish ] . An '  then I take yeh [ the onion holding your 
name ] an ' bur ' [bury ] mah things baak. If yo ' don ' t  it ' ll run yo ' crazy , if yo ' 
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didn ' t .  See , that will drindle right on your mind ' bout choo takin ' mah glasses .  
[ Richmond , Va . , (404 , woman roo t  do ctor named Humpadee) , 355 : 4+85 . ]  

8931 . I wouldn ' t  say that would have power t o  bring ' em b ack , but I tell yo ' 
what yo ' can eas ily do . Yo ' can do this : If a person steals somep in from yo ' ,  . 

yo ' can take three pins - three 

PINS , 3 SAFETY - STI CK THROUGH THIEF ' S NAME 
WRITTEN 3 TIMES - WRAP UP AND WEAR AND 

STOLEN THINGS WILL BE RETURNED WITHIN 3 DAYS 

safety pins . Yo ' can take three 
safety pins an ' write that person 
name on there.  
(On what? ) 
On a piece of p lain white writing 
paper like - take like yo '  write 

letter , like yo ' see me do now [ demons trates ] .  Write that person name , three 
times , with three p ins , an ' st ick ' em through their name , through that name , the 
three names , an ' wrap i t  up an ' wear i t  in your pocket , an ' I ' l l bet yo ' what
eve r [money ] yo '  got . Yo ' j is '  take three ordinary safety pins of the same size 
an ' wrap ' em  through that , s tick ' em through that paper an ' wrap it , an ' put it 
in your purse or your pocket an ' wear it . An' I ' ll bet yo ' them s to len things -
it won ' t b e  three days be fore yo ' find out who and where it is . If  they don ' t 
bring ' em back , yo ' Z Z give 'em a ahase . But yo ' ll ge t it . [New Orleans , La . , 
(828) , 1218 : 3 . ] 

8932 . I ' ve heard them say 
the chicken hous e and all the 

that you can t ake a red-hot p�ker and st ick it in 
chickens will j ump on it and you can take them out 

POKER - RED-HOT - TO CATCH CH ICKENS 
and no one will ever know it . [ For ano ther 
chicken-steal ing rite , see 8936 . ] [P eters
burg , Va . , ( 3 3) , by Ediphone . This was my 

firs t collecting trip to Pe tersburg , only my wife with me , no contact man - see 
CORRECTIONS . My se cond collecting trip to Petersburg was with contact man Carter. 
I have mentioned my f irs t visit to Petersburg , non-collect ing , back in 1922 - see 
INTRODUCTION , p . XXVIII , v . l ,  third paragraph b eginning Carter and I wi l l  now 
tFave l dOwn the Atlantia Coast. ] 

8933 . (You ' ll know who s tole i t . ) 
Then you can make them bring it back. 
(How do you do that ? )  
Now , I go t t o  give you the Bib le for that ag ' in .  You read the 65th P salm 

three times a day and when you read that Psalm ,  you say your prayers and call dat 
person ' s name and they ' ll 
come back . If they don ' t 
give i t  to you , they ' ll put 
it on back where you can find 

PSALM 65 - READ 3 TIMES DAILY - BRINGS BACK THIEF 
BUT YOU MUST KNOW HIS NAME - AND SAY YOUR PRAYERS 

i t . [ This P salm may have been piaked out of the hat (numb er chosen at random) or 
it  may depend upon verse 2 :  0 thou that hearest prayer� unto " thee sha l l  all flesh 
aome (King James Version) . A great many rites , mere s tatement s of Bible reading 
or praying , I never recorded . Here a P salm 3 times a day could b e  cons idered a 
magic rit e . ] [New Orleans , La . , (855 ) , 1350 : 6 . ] 

8 9 34 . If  anyb ody would take anything from yo ' an ' yo '  wanted ' em  tuh return 
it back , dey tell me yo ' takes an ' put rice in ev ' ry do ' an '  yo ' walks ovah dis 
do ' .  Yo ' walks ovah de rice f o ' nine dif f ' ren '  days , an ' dey say dat dey would 

RICE AT ALL DOORS - WALK OVER 9 DAYS 

return it back . 
(Anything that they have stolen . ) [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (139 1) , 249 7 : 8 . ] 
8935 . Yo ' get yo ' a old shoe s omewhere , 
see ,  an' yo ' take an '  yo ' cut it up 

good - j is '  want de sole of  it . An '  cut i t  up good . An '  yo '  get yo ' s ome brim-
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stone , see that ' s  a powder , j is ' like stee l dust.  S ee .  An ' yo ' get yo ' some 
sweet c innamon an '  yo ' mix that up together . Yo ' takes dat shoe s ole an '  yo ' 

SHOE SOLE - WELL CUT UP - MIX WITH BRIMSTONE 
POWDER - SWEET CINNAMON - SULPHUR - SET AFIRE 
THIS SMOKE S  - CREATES A FEAR IN LURKING THIEF 

lights it . S ee ,  make a smoke 
out o f  it . An '  get yo ' a lit tle 
bit o f , small quantity o f  sul
phur , yo ' see ,  an '  sprinkle that 
on that shoe sole . That ' s  t o  

make it burn , yo ' unders tand . All right , then yo ' takes this other powder and 
sprinkle that on there , an ' yo ' wraps it up in a clo th , preventing it from burn
ing out s o  s oon, yo ' see . An '  yo ' lights it , yo ' see . Well ,  that ' s  goin ' burn 
to a smoke , yo ' see . Wel l ,  when that smoke s tarts to smoking , there ' s  nobody 
gona fool ' round that hous e atall . See , ever ' body comes there an ' ' temp ts [ at 
tempts ] to go in there ,  it creates a fear on ' em .  See , they losing n o  time in 
bothering ' round there atall.  Yo ' kin leave your house wide open , there ain ' t  
nobody go in ' in , yo ' see . 

(That will keep the thieves away ? ) 
Keep the thieves away - ain ' t nobody goin ' in . [New Orleans , La . , (873) , 

1426 : 3 . ] 
8936 . They take some sulphur and set 

chicken coop . They tell me that sulphur 

SULPHUR BURNED BY THIEF AT CHICKEN COOP 

it on fire and put it through the 
[ s tops ]  ' fusion [confus ion ] , the noise 
of the chickens , an ' yo ' kin go right 
in there and get up all chickens . 
[For another chicken-stealing rite , 

see 8932 . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (294) , 217 : 6+85 . )  
8937 . To keep a dog from interfering with you ,  take a piece of b iscuit or a 

piece o f  bread and wear it under your arm , then take that to any man ' s  house , no 

SWEAT - RUB BREAD OR BISCUIT IN ARMPIT - FEED DOG 
matter how bad his dog is ,  
give him that piece of bread , 
any hour of the night , and 

he will eat it , and you can go there and he won ' t  do anything . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . , ( ? ) , by Ediphone . ]  

SWEAT AGAIN - THI S TIME FROM VICTIM 8938 . Yo ' go an ' git some - his [ one of 
thief ' s ] han ' ke ' chef . Dat [handkerchief ] 

chew wipe yer sweat wit , an '  put some cologne on i t .  Wrop ' em [ handkerchief ] up 
tight . Wrop ' em up in yer han ' an ' dat will ' feet chew [ the thief ] . 

(Well , how can you do it , if you don' t know who s tole tho se articles? ) 
[ Informant ignores o r  does not understand my question . ] 
An '  when yo ' go tub dis court , yo ' start tuh wipe yer face wit it . 
(But what about the person that s teals something from you ? )  
Well , dat would b e  d e  same . 
(Well , how would you know that this is the person that stole i t  from you? ) 
Becuz he b e  roun ' yo ' , he come tuh yo ' an ' pick taZk wit chew , an ' ast [ ask] 

chew : Ain ' t  chew lost sompin? Yo ' say ,  Yes .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (543) , 6 78 : 2 . ] 
8939 . If y o '  got any way of leaving your friends , if yo ' go t a idea o f  that , 

of s omebody goin ' to come there an ' troub le yo ' , yo ' understand . Yo ' know , all 

VINEGAR-LEMON JUICE - STEEL DUST - CINNAMON-SUGAR 
BITTER AND SWEET SEPARATED BY MAGIC POWDER 

AS MANY SMALL SMALL BOTTLES AS DOORS AND WINDOWS 
SHAKE MIXTURE - THEIR [THIEF ' S ]  MIND IS UPSETTED 

yo ' have to do , use this 
here stee Z dust and this 
cinnamon an '  sugar . That 
will sweeten up the place 
there and they will change 
their mind . Yo ' see , yo ' 

takes a bottle of vinegar and the apartment have - probably may two or three 
windows into the apartment where you a t . Well , yo ' take this . fresh bottle of 
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vinegar - yo ' could get a nicke l [ ! ] bottle of vinegar - an ' yo ' put it in a dif
ferent bottle [bottles numb ering ] j us t  how many windows or doors that you got .  
Yo ' take your cinnamon an ' this stee l dus t an ' yo ' put down in there [bottles ] 
an ' sugar . Put it [bottle ]  down b eneath any window or any door . where they could 
enter into the building . Jus t put that there . Every time they get there , their 
mind is upsetted - changed . 

(Do you mix this stuff with the vinegar or use the vinegar alone? ) 
The vinegar and this here stee l dust and this [ cinnamon and sugar ] . 
(What do you use the vinegar for ? )  
The vinegar , that ' s  the s trength - t o  s trengthen , t o  sour it . 
(Oh ! To s trengthen i t . )  
And sour it . Yo ' s ee ,  that ' s  to sour that - j ust  like that sugah , that sugah 

sweetenin ' that vinegar . Yo ' see ? Then yo ' take lemons , such as lemon j uice , 
an ' squeeze it  down in there . Well , yo ' put it at all the windows in any little 
bit of bot tle - small lit tle bottle - an ' j ust shake it . An '  yo ' put it in dere . 
Well , anywhere round that building they come at , that sugar an ' sweetening . When 
they get there ,  they ' ll say , "Oh ,  well . I ' ll delay that for another day . "  

(They won ' t take anything from there? Won ' t  s teal anything from there ? )  
No , never would take nuthin . [New Orleans , La . , (829) , 1230 : 2 . ] 
8940 . Somebody stealin ' anything from you an ' he passes . through de door -

he ' s gotta , yo ' know . Yo ' take a axe an '  go right over de doo r ,  on de inside an ' 

WAGON WHEEL RITES 
(1) REMOVE WHEEL - ON AXLE LAY 2 PIECES OF 

WOOD FROM TOP OF DOOR THIEF USED - ONE 
OUTSIDE OTHER INS IDE - RESTORE WHEEL 
TURN IT BACKWARDS - CALL THIEF 3 TIMES 
THIEF! TURN YOUR WAYS BACKWARDS 
WALK AWAY - 30 MINUTES YOU 1LL SEE SOMEONE 

on de outside , cut o f f  little 
splinters , don ' t  care how 
small it is . An '  go right 
out into the yard where 
there ' s  a cart , or a wagon 
or automob ile or anything . 
If it ' s  a automob ile , you ' ve 
go t to j ack the wheel up . 
Then yo ' lose it so  yo ' kin 

pull it o f f  de axle an ' put de two splinters right in there , an '  shove i t  right 
back on . An '  yo ' call this thief : ThiefJ turn your ways backwards . OhJ ThiefJ 
yo ' shal l be turned back. Yo ' sha l l  stand up in your track. Yo ' sha l l  not wa lk 
one inch front nor back unti l  yo ' come back an ' bring my stolen goods to me . Say 
that three t imes . An '  s top asking him to bring it back and walk away . In less 
time than thirty minutes , yo ' ll see someone coming . [Char leston , S .  Car . , (514 , 
Doctor Glover , see also pp . 2258-2259 ) , 5 9 8 : 3 . ] 

894 1 .  Yo ' , go tub - j es '  lak yo '  know dere name - well , yo ' ain ' t  got ta know 
dere name . Yo ' d  know zactly who did it . Yo ' go tuh a wagon - yo ' know j es '  lak 

(2 )  REMOVE WAGON WHEEL - ON AXLE LAY 
SLIVER OF WOOD FROM EACH SIDE OF DOOR 
USED BY THIEF - RESTORE WHEEL - TURN 
IT BACKWARDS ONCE - FORWARDS TWICE 
TELL THIEF TO BRING DEM GOODS BACK 

dere a ole wagon settin '  out in 
de lot or somepin . Yo ' go dere 
an ' - de firs ' thing yo ' do , de 
do ' where dey go out of , yo ' go 
tub it an ' trim de facin ' of dat 
do ' . J es ' trim a li ' le o f fa de 
face on each side of dat do ' .  Go 

tub dat wagon an ' take dat hub off . Take dat wheel off an ' put dem trimmin ' s  
right on dat axle , on dat hub dere , an ' put chure wheel back on it . Ah reckon 
it ' ll stay .  An '  den yo ' turn it backwards one t ime an ' turn it forward twice . 
Tell dat thief tub bring dem goods b ack. An ' dey brings it  b ack . 

(You turn that wheel backwards once , and then forward twice while you are 
telling him to bring those things back . You only get some shaving though of 
each s ide of the door and put them on the axle and put the wheel back on the 
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wagon ? ) 
Dat ' s  right . Yo ' unders tand . [Waycross , Ga . , (1148) , 18 7 3 : 4 . ] 
8942 . No - if yo ' know where - if dey went in de front do ' , yo ' j es '  cut a 

piece off  dat do ' an '  yo ' take it an ' pull o f f  a wheel - j ack up de wagon an ' yo ' 

( 3) AFTER REMOVING WHEEL - PLACE ON AXLE 
PIECE OF WOOD FROM DOOR THIEF USED 
RESTORE WHEEL - KEEP TURNING IT TO YOU 
ASKING THIEF TO RETURN STOLEN GOODS 
OR YOU COULD USE PIECE FROM THIEF ' S GATE 

s t i ck dat wood in dere [ on the 
axle ] an ' yo ' [ res tore wheel 
and ] turn it  to yo ' all de 
time . Yo ' turn dat wheel to 
yo ' an 1 j es ' [ say ] , "Ah demand 
yo ' to re turn dis stolen goods' 
or sompin lak dat . Dey ' ll come 

tub yuh , yes sir [ and return goods ] .  But chew cut a piece from de gate or any 
place which dey ' d be in - git chew j es '  a small p iece - it don ' t have to  be so  
large an ' yo ' turn de wheel . Turns it to yuh , if yo ' would have dem come to yuh , 
which dey more den ap t .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1086) , 1 7 55 : 5 . ] 

8943 . De do ' what chew goin ' thru , de threshhold o f  de do ' ,  an ' yo ' cut a 
pie ce of  chip from dere . 

(A chip out o f  that door , that the thief 
Yes . An '  den ag ' in , dey git s a wagon in 

of  de wagon an ' den turn it backwards . An '  

has gone out , )  

(4)  

de  yard . Put dose chips into de axle 
call de thief name : In de Name of de 

HAVING REMOVED WAGON WHEEL - PUT ON AXLE 
CHIPS FROM DOOR USED BY THIEF - AS FAST AS 
YOU CAN - SP IN WHEEL BACKWARDS - CALLING 
IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES - SAYING - BRING BACK 
WHUT CHEW DONE TOOK - GOODS BACK IN 9 DAYS 

Father an '  of de Son an '  de 
Ho ly Ghost� bring baak whut 
ahew dOne took . See , say dat , 
an ' turn de wheel backwards .  
S ay [ turn ] i t  backwards fast , 
An '  yo ' turn dat backwards 
fast . An '  fo ' [before ] three 

times three days , dem people come back .  
a place somewhere yo ' kin find it . 

If dey don ' t bring dat , dey ' ll put i t  on 

(This thing they took from you. ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (518 , Doator Nelson , 
see also pp . l599 f ;  2260-226lf . ) ,  610 : 5 . ] 

8944 . Jes ' lak somebody take somepin outa dis room heah. Yo ' kin take a 
knife an ' trim o f f  a li 1 le trimmin ' o f f  dat do ' dere , where yo ' go out , An ' yo ' 

(5)  LEFT-HAND REAR WHEEL TAKE OFF WAGON 
LAY ON AXLE WOOD FROM DOOR USED BY THIEF 
REPLACE WHEEL - SPIN IT FORWARDS 3 TIME S 
THEN BACKWARDS - SAYING THIEF RETURN 
YOU WILL RECOVER GOODS WITHIN 7 DAYS 

kin take an ' care [ carry ] it -
go tub a man who got a wagon 
an ' take de left-hand reah 
[rear ] wheel off . An '  put dat 
on dat spindle where dat [wheel ] 
turn ovah on - put dat trimmin' 
whut chew got off  dat do ' .  An' 

put de wheel back on dere an '  yo ' say , Thief� re turn , an ' yo ' turn dat wheel far
wards three times an ' den yo ' turn it backwards . Say ,  Thief� return de stolen 
goods whiah was taken outen mah possession. An '  in seven days he ' ll return dose 
goods back to yo ' - money or anything els e .  An ' if h e  haven ' t  g o t  d e  goods , 
he ' l l come an ' tell yo ' dat he ' ll pay yo ' fo ' do se goods . [Waycross , Ga . , (1135), 

(6 )  WRITE NAME OF THIEF OR SUSPECTED PERSON 
WRAP ABOUT WAGON AXLE - REPLACE WHEEL 
TURNING WHEEL TO YOU 9 TIMES - REPEAT 
COMPLICATED INCANTATION IN 5 HIGHEST NAMES 

1845 : 1 . ] 
894 5 .  I f  s omebody steal 
sompin from yo ' an ' yo '  want 
' em tub bring it back , yo ' 
take dere names an ' write it 
on a p iece of papah an ' put 

it in de wagon , undah [ ins ide ] de wagon wheel . Put it in dere an ' turn dat wagon 
whee l ovah nine times . An '  dey will be forced tub bring it back to yo ' .  Call 
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' em when yo ' turn dat thing - turn dat wheel - call ' em an ' tell ' em :  Yo ' mus t 
aome baak heah tuh me an ' bPing dat whut ahew took aJJJay .  Yo ' mus t aome baak an ' 
bring i t  to � .  De Father bids y o ' aome� de Son bids yo ' aome� de Ho Zy Ghost 
bids yo ' aome� an '  yo ' must aome baak an ' bring it baak in Jesus Name . 

(Do you turn that wagon wheel around either way? ) 
Turn it to yo ' nine ways [ ti�s - see preceding nine times ] .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  

(1351) , 2345 : 1 . ] 
8946 . If someone steals somepin from yo ' ,  take a wagon wheel , an ' yo ' chop 

nine - if yo ' find de door , yo �. kin make dem bring it back . Yo '  chop nine pieces 
out of the wagon wheel an ' yo ' get by de door an '  yo ' roll de wagon wheel back an' 

( 7 )  IN OR NEAR DOOR - STAND UP A SMALL WHEEL 
FROM WAGON - INSERT THROUGH HUB A ROUND 
STICK - HOLD ON TO EACH END OF INSERTED 
STICK - PUSH UPRIGHT WHEEL BACK AND FORTH 
NEVER COMPLETELY OVER - BRING GOODS BACK 
9 SPLINTERS MEANING 9 DAYS - THROW AWAY 

forth , an ' [while ] demanding 
de person to bring back de 
packages o f  merchandise which 
dey stole . 
(You roll this wagon wheel 
back and forth ? )  
But never around . 
(In the door ? )  
In de door . Jis ' get there 
an ' start in de door wit de 

wagon wheel an ' carry it round an ' roun ' but don ' t  never carry it all de way 
over .  Somep in like a spinnin ' wheel , say it ' s  a spinnin ' wheel . Well , yo ' put 
this on two pieces of wood lak dat an' carry it half an ' half - half an ' half , 
but never all de way around . 

(How do you mean you put two pie aes of wood? Do you 
put pieces of wood through the hub ? ) 

Yeah , [put stick , only one ] through de hub an '  yo ' 
stand it [wheel ] up . On [ through ] it [ the stick ] , an ' 
den yo ' roll it  half disaway an '  half  dataway , j es '  
turn i t  lak dat : Yo ' return my dress� yo ' return my 
dress�  re turn  my dress �  re turn my dPess� thief. �· 

(And what do you do with those nine pieces of  wood you took out o f  the wagon 
wheel ? ) 

De nine p ieces of wood is fo ' de nine days dat dey ' s  to return it in . 
(What do you do with the wood then ? )  
Yo ' j es '  throws d e  wood away . De wood is no t necessary to chop , it ' s  in de 

wheel dat counts . [New Orleans , La . , ( 864) , 139 3 : 9 . ] 
894 7 . I tried it mahself .  Yo ' can take a wheel off a wagon an ' dere ' s  a word 

yo ' use , but ah can ' t speak , but ah know it ' s in Hebrew . An '  yo ' spins dis wheeL 
An ' at a certain time dey ' ll [ thief will ] 
bring it back . Take it o f f a wagon , see , 

(8)  WAGON WHEEL AND HEBREW WORD but ah can 1 t speak de words no t by experi
ence of ' em. 
( I  see ,  that will make them bring back that 

s to len article . [New Orleans , La . , ( 822 ) , 1188 : 2 . ] 
894 8 .  Ah ' ve heard tell of  ' em gi tt in ' a li ' le splinter , a li ' le chip out de 

wagon wheel . Ah ' ve heard tell of  ' em  gittin ' a li ' le piece out de wagon wheel 

( 9 )  WAGON-WHEEL CHIP - DRIVE INTO OAK TREE 
HIT 9 MORNINGS - THIEF WILL RETURN GOODS 

an ' yo ' carry dat , in case a 
person took anything from yo '

. 

An ' carry dat to an oak tree 
an ' drive dat wagon wheel 

[ chip ]  in dere , dat li ' le s tob . Yo ' drive it an ' yo ' hit in nine mawnin ' s . An '  
dey say dat de rogue will return d e  stuff back t o  yo ' .  Whosomevah took anythin' 
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from ' em ,  dey will return it back to ' em.  Dat ' s whut dey say about a wagon 
wheel . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2512 : 1 . ] 

8949 . They say that you can go to a brook where the wat er runs continuously , 
nice , clear brook and you naturally

-
have suspects . You get water from the brook 

WATER DIVINATION OF THIEF - HYDROMANCY 
right there and you put sand in the bot
tom o f  the container , sand from around 
the p lace , and you put the names o f  all 

the suspects in that container .  When they get wet they ' ll go to the bottom but 
the guilty person ' s name will  rise to the top . 

(To find out the person who s to le from you ? )  
Yes s ir . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 3) , 15 7 6 : 1 4 . ] 
8950 . You will go to a creek where ther ' s  water running at . You get you 

some of that sand out of the bottom of that creek.  S ee ,  some of that white sand , 

WATER RUNNING - WHITE SAND - IN CLEAN BASIN 
NAME ON PAPER 9 TIMES - PUT IN THAT WATER 
WHEN NAME SINKS SAY LORD ' S PRAYER 7 TIMES 
MAKE WISH - NAME WILL FLOAT TO THE SURFACE 
TORMENTING THIEF TO BRING BACK STOLEN GOODS 

and you get you some o f  that run
ning water , see.  You brings it 
back home , you puts it in a clean 
basin .  See , put that sand i n  the 
bottom of that basin . You puts 
that water in there . You take and 
you write your name on a piece o f  

paper nine times . See . And you puts i t  in that water.  Well ,  it ' s  natural when 
that paper gets wet ,  it ' s  going to s ink under that water , you understand . That 
paper sinks under there and you stand up in it and you repeat the Lord ' s  Prayer 
for seven t imes and make your wish . And whosomever got anything from you , they 
ain ' t going to res t  until they bring it back. 

(I see , if  anybody has s tolen anything? )  
I f  anybody s tole anything , i t  keep ' em tormented until he bring i t  back. 
(What do you mean by repeating the prayers seven times ? You mean all on this 

one day ? )  
Yes , sir.  
(Or seven different days ? )  
Oh , no sir , j us t  one time , yo ' see . An ' while yo ' repeating that , that paper 

going to come back to the top o f  the water , you see . And when it come , it going 
to begin to float around , see . It float around , you see on that water . An '  then 
you don ' t take it out ; see , yo ' leave that paper float in that water . S ee .  And 
it ' s  goin ' keep him tormented until he brings that back .  I t  going to create a 
fear on him, he can ' t res t  nowhere . 

(I  see , ) [New Orleans , La . , (873) , 1426 : 4 . ] 

2 .  COURT CASES 

[ Despite the fo llowing do-it-yourself rites about court cases , it was always 
advisab le in serious crimes to emp loy the service o f  an expert , especially o f  a 
legendary person like Doator Buzzard , who never appeared in court but sent an 
animal to do his work (pp . 891-9 05) . At an earlier date some witchcraft people 
could break up a trial by thunder and lightning , so it is said. Much of this 
court material is saattered throughout Hoodoo - see interview COURTROOM SPECIALr 
�. pp . l423-1449 , v . 2 ;  S IFTER AND . SCISSORS , No . 604 , p . 204 , v . l ;  and especially 
a rite , No . 90 24 in this present s ection , one o f  the finest statements in Hoodoo ; 
.y amazing experience wi th Doator Washington o f  Charleston , s .  Car . He , us ing 
.e as a guinea pig , explains how he could free me from the clutches o f  the law, 
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if I were a bootlegger and had been arrested ! This freedom he describes by 
asking me ques tions and then answering them himself - Shakespearian ! Indirectly 
he wi ll brib e  the court through a go-be�en wi th the money I pay him in advance , 
keep ing a part  o f  it  as his commission , and work his real magic with 2 black hen& 
Washington , afte r talking to me , had a fight with another doatoP out in the court
yard of the house where I was inte rviewing . I re fer to this fracas later while 
in Brunswick , Ga . ,  after two doatops likewise had a quarrel outside the house 
where I interviewed (l ines 5-6 , 15-16 , p . 337 , v . l) . Washington , as also mos t  
other doatoPs , paid . me the great compl iment of  my life , wi thout any sugges tion 
or pretense o f  mine.  He and they considered me a hoodoo man from New York City ! 
Big-city life would make me ignorant of animals that crawled or hopped or flew. 
Consequent ly he offered to help me by taking over any live-things-in-you cases 
coming my way in Charles ton - see DOCTOR WASHINGTON AsKS FOR DOCTOR HYATT ' S  
"LIVE-THINGS-IN-YOU" CASES , pp . 2253-225 8 , v . 3 . ] 

895 1 .  I f  yo ' have a case in de co ' t , whut chew have tub do , [ they ] bring yo ' 
[ your ] subpene. Look at yo re subpene . An '  yo ' , when yo ' git dis subpene , yo ' 

t ake dis subpene - see dat ? 
(That ' s  the corner [ o f  the imaginary sub

ANUS - WIPING - WITH THE SUBPOENA poena ] , yes ? )  
Dis i s  one , dis two [ corners ] .  Jis ' bring it 
[ subpoena ] to yo ' all de time [demons trates 

by wiping his anus with each corner of subpoena . ]  
(One - two • • • •  ) 
Three , an ' yo ' come wit . de fo ' th one an ' yo ' fold it . Yo '  take dat subpene 

an '  yo ' take an ' pass it , ho ld it lak dat . Yo ' go t ta hold it lak dat . An ' yo ' 
pass it right in heah three times . Pass i t  in yoreself , in yore bin ' part • • •  

(Jus t as though you were wiping yourself ? )  
Yes • • • •  in yore bin ' part  an '  when yo ' pass i t  in yore hin ' p art , yo ' fold it 

an ' den yo ' turn it an' ag ' in ,  an ' put dat subpene in yore pocket an ' heah ' s 
[ here is  where ] yo ' gotta go tub co ' t . Now , when yo ' go tub co ' t ,  dey ain ' t 
goin ' tub call [you ] . Ins tid [ ins tead ] of  yo ' done prosecutin ' me , ins tid of 
callin ' yo ' up to de s tan ' [ s tand ] , dey call me . See . Dat ' s been in mah pocket.  
Now , when y o '  git ready an ' yo ' goin '  [ to court ] ,  turn all de things in yore 
house up side down [ for similar rites see later margin title UPSIDE DOWN . ] Put 
chure underclo thes an ' things upside down [ inside out ] de pieces next to yore 
skin . Well , yo ' go ' head [ ahead ] an ' when yo ' git up dere on de s tand sett in '  
down • • •  Ah git up dere an ' dey won ' prosecute me , goin ' discharge yo ' .  

(Did you say s omething ab out putting a s tocking in the house , or was that 
the other thing ? )  

Ah ' m  comin ' t o  it . Dat ' s d e  end of dat s tory [ about the court ] . [This is 
my only example of wiping the anus with the four corners o f  the subpoena and 
folding it and put ting it in your pocket when leaving for court . We have here 
a remarkable remnant of wit chcraft . The informant , evidently wi tahcPafted into 
court by an enemy , uses one of  the oldest  remedie s  in wit chcraft - the human anus 
or excrement - see SCATOLOGIC METHODS TO REPULSE WITCHES , Fo Zk loPe fPom Adams 
County Il linois , 2nd ed . , pp . 903-909 , (4 )  HUMAN EXCREMENT , pp . 9 05-909 , Nos . l6488-
16499 . ]  [Algiers , La . , (1593} , 299 3 : 7 . ] 

8952 . (Well , how would you handle a court case ? )  
How would I handle a court case ? The s inner could be  dead guilty , i f  he want

ed to b e ,  you know . If  the charges are up . Now , when you git to the courthouse , 
you kin git to the courthouse ,  you kin have you a nickel ' s  worth of asafititee . 
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After yo ' get a nickel ' s  wo rth o f  asafititee , yo ' kin git yo ' a b ottle of vine
gar - bo ttle of vinegar . Now yo ' sprinkle [vinegar ] on that asafititee . Yo ' 

ASAFETIDA AND VINEGAR 
have it  done s oaked , yo ' have it  done soaked in dat 
vinegar an ' yo ' have it  in a small bottle , an ' yo ' j es '  
tote that in yore po cket an ' have de stopper with a hole 

in it , an '  j es ' sprinkle i t .  They ' ll have no case up , n o  case a t  all . Dey keep 
putting it off , keep putting it off . Every t ime yo ' go they keep s putting it  
off .  Jes ' have i t  [ the bot tle ] in your pocket . [As in the preceding rite , once 
again we have witch deterrents ; for vinegar see FACI , p . 889 , for asafetida , sev
eral places in Hoodoo. ] [New Orleans , La . , (867 ) , 1405 : 3 . ]  

89 5 3 .  I t  wuz a fortunetellah , she went tuh dis man ; see , he wuz sentenced 
tuh be hung.  So  aft ' [after ] dat she said , "Dey ' ll not  hang yuh , yo ' know. 

BASKET - FORTUNETELLER TURNS HIDDEN OBJECT IN 
Don ' t worry about her . "  [He had 
killed a woman . ] Dat wuz real . 
So  when dey had dis trial , yuh 

see , dis woman went dere an ' she had somepin in a basket . Ah don ' t know whut 
it wuz , but anyhow , de whole time de j udge wuz talkin ' , she kep ' [kep t ]  turnin ' 
dis concern [ unknown obj ect ] in de basket ; but ah don ' t  know whut it  wuz - a 
p ie ce o f  close [ clothes ] or whut . But anyhow , it wuz a rag [ a  cloth cover ] ah 
know in dis basket . She kep ' turnin ' it an ' kep ' turnin ' i t .  So  dey give dis 
guy ten years . She lightened his sentence , kep ' tim [kept him] from de electric 
chair [he means hanging ] .  Dat happen here in Snow Hill .  Dat wus a long time 
ago . [ S ince this s tory was recorded in 1936 , the old man ' s  Zong time ago and 
sentenced tuh be hung c ould mean about 1900 . Could this fortune te Z Zer , a woman , 
have been our well-know Zippie Tull (see ZIPPIE TULL , pp . 923-9 29 , and No . 8 ,  
p . 5 f . ) ?  The rag- covered concern in the basket was probab ly a small hand sif ter 
(see Nos . 52 6-530 , p . l56 f . ; No . 604 , p . 204 ; No . 2303 , p . 648 ; etc . ) .  This she surely 
turned backwards ,  revers ing every word spoken by the j udge ! ] [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  

(97 ) , 14 : 4 . ] 
BAT - SWALLOW LIVE HEART OF 895 4 .  When yo ' in j ail an ' yo ' go tta g o  out tuh go 

tuh trial , yo ' ketch a bat an ' swallow· his heart . 
Cut him open an ' swallow his heart while his heart ' s  alive , an ' de j udge bound 
tuh discharge yo ' or give yo ' a light t ime . [Algiers , La . , (1554) , 2955 : 7 . ] 

8955 . Lak i f  yo ' got a co ' t  case an ' in de mawnin ' when dat individual [ you ] 
git up , leave de house be upsetted , leave de chamber Zye stay in de house an ' de 

BATH - WITH HONEYSUCKLE AND BAY RUM - DO NOT 
EMPTY OVERNIGHT URINE - PUT ON CLEAN CLOTHES 
HANG SOILED CLOTHES WRONGSIDE OUT UPSIDE DOWN 
ON NAIL DRIVEN INTO DOOR BY WHICH YOU LEAVE 
FOR COURT - LAY OLD SHOES UPSIDE DOWN ON FLOOR 
MAKE WISH GOING OUT DOOR - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
THEN LET SOMEONE UPSET EVERYTHING IN THE HOUSE 

clothes whut dey have on . First 
dey take a bath . An ' yo ' git 
honeysuckle an ' bay rum an ' den 
yo ' make yo ' a bath wit dat . 
An ' yo ' take dat bath when yo ' 
fixin ' tuh go tuh meet de co ' t .  
An ' yo ' put on clean clothes . 
An '  de ole clothes whut chew 
put off , yo ' nail a nail up at 

de do ' whut chew goin ' out , an ' yo ' turn yore underwears wrongs ide out an ' yo ' 
hang ' em up ups ide down . An ' yo ' hang yore pantses up upside down , an '  yo ' turn 
yore shoes upside down . An ' as yo ' go out de do ' ,  make yore wish an ' don ' look 
back .  But leaves de house dere - upset de house as much as yo ' kin . Yo ' wins 
dat [ case ] . Ah have win . [Algiers , La . , (1586) , 2967 : 2 . ]  

BEEF TONGUE SMOKED - CHIMNEY - FIREPLACE 
(1)  NAME OF HOSTILE WITNE SS  ON BEEF TONGUE 

KICK ABOUT FLOOR - SMOKE IN CHIMNEY 

8956 . If they got any kind o f  
a witness that would speak 
against yo ' ,  well yo ' gets their 
name an ' yo ' writes it  upon this 
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beef tongue . And you kicks it around the floor and you takes it and you put it 
up in the chimney . You hangs it up in there and they couldn ' t  speak agains t you 
[ at court ] .  [Kicking is a frequent magic act . ] [New Orleans , La . , (838) , 

1261 : 4 . ] 

( 2 )  JUDGE ' S NAME IN BEEF TONGUE 
SMOKE IN CHIMNEY BEFORE MEETING HIM 

895 7 . (What do they do wi th that ? )  
They g o  to the slaughterhouse an ' 
get it [ a  fresh tongue is required] . 
(What do they get ? )  
Get a tongue , a beef tongue , yeah . 

And you make a fire in the ole chimley when yo ' go ing for trial , an ' burn that 
on the j udge . Put his name there [ on tongue ] .  An '  burn that on the j udge . That 
changes his mind . [New Orleans , La . , (824) , 119 5 : 6 . ] 

8958 . Yo ' take a portion and yo ' put it  in each shoe . 
(You mean the oil.  The oil? ) 
Yes , yo ' put it in each sho e .  An '  there ' s  three oils yo ' get . Yo ' get this 

oil of muri te L.  
(You get wha t ? )  

Muro te Z ,  yeah . That [ is ]  i f  you out , yo ' unders tand , goin ' t o  meet co ' t .  
If  yo ' re no t in j ail , yo ' can take oil of  murote Z  and cedar o il an ' lab ena [ ver

( 3) WRITE NAMES OF WITNES SES ON BEEF TONGUE 
SMOKE IN CHIMNEY TO SILENCE THEM AT TRIAL 
3 OILS IN BATH : MYRTLE - CEDAR - VERBENA 
DO ALL THI S BEFORE GOING TO COURT 

bena ] . An '  yo ' mix them three 
oils together . 
[ First o il is surely myrtle ! ]  
(What kind ? Labena? )  
Labena [verbena ] ,  yes sir . 
An '  yo ' bathe yore self in it 

that morning before going b efore the j udge . An '  if  yo ' have any witness , we ll 
yo ' take a beef tongue . An ' yo ' know the right names , yo ' wri tes the name upon 
dat tongue . An ' if yo ' go t a chimley anywhere in de house , yo ' hangs dat up in 
there , an ' your witness can ' t speak clearly . 

(Well , what do you hang that beef tongue in that chimney for? What - how do 
you do tha t ? )  

Just take i t  and [ firs t ]  you roll it around with your feet [ it is  kicked in 
No . 89 5 6 ] and hangs it up in there and smoke i t .  

(Oh , you smoke it ! I see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (822) , 1188 : 1 . ] 
8959 . I f  mah boy wuz in j ail , ah would take a beef tongue an ' ah would smoke 

i t  an ' ah would keep i t  in dere [ chimney ] . An '  ah would take de j udge ' s name , 
de dis trict at torney ' s name , an ' take me nine needles an ' put it in dere , an ' 
s ew it up an '  smoke dat beef tongue fo ' nine days . An ' ah would go tuh co ' t  an ' 

(4) 9 DAYS SMOKE BEEF TONGUE HOLDING 9 NEEDLES 
AND NAMES OF JUDGE AND DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
DURING TRIAL HOODOO PERSON REPRESENTING 
PRISONER KEEPS HIS OR HER FINGERS CROS SED 

ah cross mah fingers , an ' he 
would git dis charged . 
(How do  you mean you would 
cross your fingers ? )  
[ Informant demonstrate s . ] 
(You would take the index 

f inger o f  each hand and j ust  cross them ; each hand , like that . You would hold 
them crossed in court . Why do you use nine needles ,  any particular reason? ) 

I f  d ey go t nine dis trict attorneys [ j urymen? ] on dis case , yo ' unde rs tand , if 
dey got nine o f  ' em , dem needles represent de district attorney [ j urymen ] . 

( I f  you have twelve j urymen then you would use the twelve . )  
[ In formant doe s  no t unders tand why 9 needle s are used . We shall meet these 9 

needles again and everywhere . This was the very first rite I ao Z Zeated on my 
second visit to New Orleans . Informant was the wi fe of one o f  my contact men , 
Peg Leg. She a profess ional worker had refused to see me two years b efore on 
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my firs t visit . Her material , good, is s cattered throughout the text . ]  [New 
Orleans , La. , (1558) , 2833 : 1 . ] 

8960 . I have went to j ail for fighting and lo tsa time never s tayed in no 
longer that then I could get word [ to someone ] which they got some dus t they 
call this murZee dust. 

(MorZee ? )  
[Name impossible to  transcribe ; probably a local hoodoo-store dus t. ]  

MorZee dust , tell you . But the trouble [ is ]  j is '  lak if yo ' happen to be 
fightin '  somewhere an ' go to j ail . Take some o f  this MorZee dust an ' yo ' let 

( 5) TRIAL DAY WEAR IN JUDGE ' S  PRESENCE A 
BRAND-NEW SHIRT CONCEALING MORLEE DUST 
IN 9 PLACES - BEFORE LEAVING HOME STI CK 
AS MANY NEEDLES AS POS S IBLE IN TONGUE 
BURY UNDER FIREPLACE BRICK - LIGHT FIRE 

your people bring you a shirt , 
and put it in that [ shirt ] .  Yo ' 
understand . 
(A clean shir t ? )  
Yes , any kind you got , s o  long 
as you wears it - a b�and-new 
shirt . And you put it [ this 

dus t ]  down in the lining of the sleeve or anywhere around the collar lak dat , 
about nine different p laces and you wear it . See .  Yo ' ge t it an '  yo '  put it 
on there when yo ' going to court there . Yo ' wants to be cut loose from that 
p lace . Well ,  yo ' get a beef tongue . Let ' em get a beef tongue an ' yo ' put j e s ' 
as many needles in that beef tongue as yo ' could . Set it in yore grate . J es ' 
dig a hole down in de grate , i f  yo ' have a grate . Take a brick out to put it 
[ tongue ] down in there . 

(In your fireplace ? )  
Yes , sir .  Then , when yo ' going t o  court , when yo ' walk in there , yo ' have 

this shirt on with that stuff [ in 9 places ] ;  when yo ' walk in an ' enter into 
that place , where de lawyer done turn yo ' over to be tried . He [ is ]  talking 
with the j ury , who are going to try yo ' . He ' ll be  pretty easy with yo ' . I f  
yo ' go t any j urymen o n  yore case o r  anything like that , first thing yo ' know , 
yo ' have this beef tongue [ at home working for you] an ' this b ee f  tongue i s  by 
yore fire . Well , i t  be frying ; yo ' know, hot .  Well , that make them needles 
get red ho t an ' they couldn ' t but j us t  fine yo ' .  The j udge do nuthin of  de 
kind . They j us t  have to turn yo ' loose , let yo '  out o f dat j ail . 

(In the j ail you wore that shirt there , and at home someone is cooking the 
beef heart . I s  it  a beef heart or beef tongue ? )  

Yes , the beef tongue . Get up in d e  mawnin ' an '  put [ in tongue ] as many 
needles as yo ' can . De more needles yo ' [ can put in , the better ] . An '  yo ' j is '  
s t ick the needle s all down in it ; yo ' know , t o  de limit . An ' yo ' - if yo ' have 
to , take up a brick - an ' yo ' put it down in de fire hearth an ' put the brick 
back on . And the time when yo ' going to  court ,  light a fire in there . An '  when 
that b ee f  tongue commence to cooking like that , any , evahbody j us t  as calm with 
yo ' as evah . Couldn ' t find no evidence agains t [you ] and won ' t find yo ' guilty . 
All they could do , j is '  [ let ] yo ' loos e  without . bail . An ' they ' ll never come 
agains t yo ' no more . [New Orleans , La . , (829) , 1228 : 2 . ] 

896 1 .  [The day the c ase ] comes o ff yo ' gi t the beef tongue from de market . 
Yo ' see , yo ' gon ' a know when de case come o f f  ' cuz (you ] git de subpoena . Fre eze 

BEEF TONGUE FROZEN WITH ICE 
( 1 )  S CRATCH JUDGE ' S  NAME ON FROZEN TONGUE 

BURY - UPSET CLIENT ' S HOUSE - CASE NOL PROS 

dat tongue in ice . Take a 
pen and write [ scratch ] de 
j udge ' s  name on dere [ the 
tongue ] , bury it , an '  have 
de p arty dat live in de 

building , a b rother or anybody els e , turn everything upside down .  Turn de mat
tress ups ide down , de chairs ups ide down , de tab les [up side down] during de time 
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de case is coming off , an '  de case will be no t pPOs [no Z-pPos , no Z Ze pPosequi] . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 8 16) , 1156 : 7 . ] 

896 2 . (How do they use the beef tongue ? ) 
They take a bee f tongue - they got to get a fresh one - have to go to the 

slaughterhouse and they get a fresh beef tongue and they bring it home . And 

(2 )  FREEZE IN BEEF TONGUE SLAUGHTERHOUSE FRESH 
NAMES OF JUDGE AND DISTRI CT ATTORNEY 

they get a fresh beef tongue 
and they bring it home . And 
they get your name , the 
j udge ' s  and the dis t ric t 

attorney ' s  name and everything , and puts i t  in this tongue . And they take this 
tongue and they put it down in ice . That ' s  to freeze the j udge ' s tongue , you 
see . That ' s  the way they do with them beef tongues , but y ou got to go to the 
slaugh terhouse and ge t one fresh . Can ' t get none [ from the butcher shop ] . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 845 ) , 129 2 : 2 . ]  

8963 . (How do you use the alligator tongue? )  
I t  do the same part as the beef tongue and from what i t  was taught t o  me from 

DoatoP Henry Laemson , it ' s  be t ter . 
(You think the alligator tongue is bet ter than the beef tongue ? )  
Absolutely . 
(What do you do with that , then? ) 
They take that alligator tongue and freeze it hard until it hard as the table . 

For instance , if  it ' s  a - the j udge , probably he be named Anderson . I will write 

AndePson on that beef tongue , j us t  take a hatpin or kind o f  a • • •  [demonstrates ] .  

(3 ) ALLIGATOR TONGUE BETTER THAN BEEF TONGUE 
SAYS THIS PUPIL OF DOCTOR HENRY LAMSON 
PUT IN NAMES OF JUDGE - DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
DAY OF TRIAL FREEZE TONGUE AND SOMEONE 
TURNS UPSIDE DOWN MATTRESS ,  CHAIRS , TABLE 

[ Since he changed from alli
gator to beef , I ask : ] 
(Are you talking about the 
beef or alligator tongue ? ) 
Ab solutely , write his name 
on there.  S ee .  Write the 
dis trict attorney name on 

that . The tongue is well froze . The day the case come o f f , bury that tongue . 
The party whosomever - if this lady that live in this building here , if it ' s  her 
son , have her to turn the mattre s s  upside down , the chair ups ide down , the table 
upside down , and IT LOOK LIKE THAT GIVE THE JUDGE NO WILLPOWER TO FIGHT AGAINST 
THE CASE , NEITHER THE DISTR� CT ATTORNEY , SEE . They ab solutely more than have to 
no Z pros the case , s ee .  S o  that they won ' t get any good evidence , see , from none 
of the witness , even if I ' m  the wi tness , statement won ' t  correspond . One may say 
that they • • • •  [New Orleans , La . , (879) , 1449 : 7 . ] 

8964 . Yo ' take de beef tongue , yo '  see .  Yo ' first up set de house , yore 
house , evahthing into it , or if  yo ' have a partner dat have a court case , yo ' 
do dis to git de j ud ge . Git de j udge ' s name . All right , git de client name 

(4) NAMES : CLIENT - LAWYER - JUDGE - IN BOTTLE 
WITH DRAWING OIL - MIND OIL - FLORIDA WATER 
ORANGE BLOS SOM WATER - STEEL DUST - SUGAR 9 
LUMPS - HONEY - SHAKE - KEEP - WRITE NAMES 
OF ENEMIES - PUT THESE IN TONGUE - FREEZE 
ON DAY OF TRIAL UP SET CLIENT ' S  WHOLE HOUSE 

dat de j udge is gonna per
secute [ p rosecute ! ] .  Yo ' 
unders tan ' dat . Den de 
person dat ' s persecutin ' 
' em [ prosecuting attorney ] .  
All right . Yo ' have dat . 
Now , yo ' take dis person 
dat chew workin ' fo ' - her 

name - an ' de j udge name an ' de lawyer ' s name together , dat de y ' ll cooperate 
toge ther . Yo ' see , den yo ' git dat same remedy . Well , yo

-
' git firs t dis Drawin' 

Oi Z ,  den yo ' git dis Min '  Oi Z ;  yo '  git FZoPida Watah , an ' yo ' git Orange Blossom 
Watah. Yo ' know whut dat is . Den yo ' git s tee Z dust , an ' den yo ' git dat nine 
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lumps o f  sugah an ' yo ' git dat honey. Dat is  fo ' dat  good act . Dat is  to  git  
'em togethah . When yo ' do dat way ahead when dey c ome  t o  yo ' firs t .  An '  yo ' 
shake it [ these things in a bottle ] . Jes ' shake it . Yo ' keeps dat an '  yo ' shake 
it .  Well ,  yo ' put it off  [ as ide ] . 

Now , as fer as de beef tongue . Tub freeze a client ' s  [ tongue ] dat yo ' know 
gonna talk , git chew 50 pound of  ice an ' take de beef tongue . Yo ' know how tub 
do dat . An ' den wit de names dat are goin ' against  de person dat chure workin ' 
fo ' , an ' freeze ' em ,  an ' dey won ' t be able tuh talk . 

(You use both the beef and these other ingredients in the bottle? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . , (1570) , 2884 : 7 . ] 
8965 . (If  you are going to court , you say? ) 
Yes . Now , yo ' git that beef tongue an ' yo ' takes hit an ' yo ' puts it on ice . 

Write de name whut chew done wrote . Yo ' would write de name o f  de p arty dat ' s  

(5)  NAMES 9 TIMES : JUDGE - LAWYER .  - DEFENDANT 
IN BEEF TONGUE AND FREEZE 

gotta go tuh co ' t where dey 
cain ' t talk , yo ' see , lak yo ' 
want a person convicted , an ' 
git fined someway or ' nothah . 

Yo ' takes dat name an ' . yo '  writes it nine times ,  de j udge an ' de lawyer dat he 
has , an ' puts dat round dat bee f  tongue an ' put it on ice , an ' dat freezes dey 
tongue an '  dey cain' t talk. Whut dey know dey cain ' t explain no mo ' .  [New 
Orleans , La . , (1568) , 2880 : 3 . ] 

8966 . Take that beef tongue an '  
a hole in it - don ' t split it open . 

a t  de b ig part o f  i t ,  j ust  sp lit ,  j ust  dig 
They cut s dat tongue , dey cut s a hole in 

(6 )  WRITE NAMES OF OPPOS ING WITNESSES 9 TIMES 
SEW UP IN TONGUE - FREEZE IN BUCKET OF ICE 

i t as far as dey want it to 
extend . Dey write your 
name . Just like yo ' got a 
case in court , ah ' ll give it 

to yo ' dat way . When yo ' got a case in court ,  dey got people to witness  fo ' yo ' ;  
an '  i f  ah can git de names of de peop le goin ' be yore witnes s ,  ah ' ll git de names 
of dese people goin '  be yore witness agains t me . An '  when ah cut dat hole in dat 
beef tongue , ah ' ll write all de names nine times . An ' ah ' ll take dose names an ' 
shove dem up in dat tongue an ' put dat tongue in a bucket or anythin ' dat is 
small ; an ' pack it wit ice , like tonigh t , an '  it ' ll be froze  by t omorrow . An '  
when yo ' witnesses come , dey can ' t even t alk . They won' t know what to say . 
[New Orleans , La . , (855 ) , 1350 : 4 . ] 

8967 . Yo ' get de prosecutor ' s  name . 
[ Informant takes long pause . ] 
(All right . )  
Yo ' get some o f  de eye witness name - what swearing agains t yo ' , ah mean . 

An '  yo ' get de j udge ' s name an '  de prosecuting attorney ' s  name , an ' yo ' write 
dere names d own in lines , yo ' see [one name under the other ] . Den yo ' take an ' 

( 7 )  NAMES O F  JUDGE - PROSECUTOR - WITNESSES 
WRITE ONE UNDER OTHER - YOURS ACROSS 
9 TIMES - SHOVE INTO SPLIT TONGUE - SET 
INTO NEW TUB - ICE OVER - FREEZE ALL 

write yore name across dere . 
[ Informant takes long pause . ]  
(Yes ? )  
Nine t imes . 
[ Informant takes long pause . ]  
(Yes ? )  
Yo ' shove in - yo ' cut dat b ee f  
tongue an' yo ' shove it [written 

names ] in dat beef tongue an ' yo ' 
nevah have done been used . 

[ Informant takes long pause . ]  
(Yes . ) 

sew it back up . Yo ' ge t yo ' a b rand-new tub , 
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You get you a b lo ck o f  ice • • •  

(What did you say about the twelve apos tles a moment ago ? The twelve dis-
ciples ? )  

The twelve disciples , yo ' mus t write dem twelve disciples name down . 
(And what do you do with that ? )  
The twelve discip les name , dat ' s like i f  yo ' want • • • •  [ They were concerned 

with another ri te . ] [New Orleans , La. , (in 880 ' s ) ,  1452 : 2 . ] 
89 6 8 .  Suppose yo ' d  [ you would ] have a case comin ' o f f , yo '  see , on de 28th 

o f  dis month . Dey day dat chure case goin' come o f f  - [ the day before ] yo ' git 

( 8) FREEZE BEEF TONGUE HARD - · WITH NEEDLE 
SCRATCH ON TONGUE NAMES OF JURYMEN 
BURY TONGUE 1 FOOT DEEP - UPSET CHAIRS 

dat beef tongue from de market 
an ' yo ' put it on ice an ' leave 
it freeze very hard . Aftah it 
f reeze yo ' take dat needle an ' 
[ scratch ]  all de j urys name on 

dat tongue . Aftah writing de j urys name on dat tongue , yo ' t ake a shovel an ' yo ' 
put i t  [ ice and tongue ] about one foot in de ground . Yo ' covah it ovah . It ' s  
frozen yo ' see . Now dis dwellin ' house dat chew live in . Yo ' turn de chairs 
upside down . Well , dat chills his tongue an '  he wouldn ' t  be able tuh pros ecute , 
unless de case is  so brutish until de j urymen - yo ' understand , regardless  o f  
whut de j udge say � dey would have c ap ital punishment .  But i f  d e  case i s  not 
[ too impossible ] de [ j ury ] wouldn ' t  take de s tatement o f  de j udge becuz he gonna 
give no s tatement whatevah . Dey take de s tatement of  de witnes s dat got on de 
s tand . [New Orleans , La . , (1560) , 2854 : 10 . ] 

8969 . (What do they use beef tongue for ? )  
Well , now , that ' s  what I have heard p eople have used beef tongue and put nee

dles in it . Sticks nine needles in it - j us t  like they got a son or a d aughter 

( 9 )  NEEDLES 9 IN TONGUE - PUT ON ICE 
KEEP THE JUDGE FROM TALKING GOOD 
UNABLE TO GIVE A HEAVY SENTENCE 

or somepin going from them up here to 
the penitentiary or s omep in .  They 
wanta try keep dem here , t ie ' em over 
here or keep them out , get them out .  
They put that o n  there and they put 

that on ice and things . That ' s  to keep the j udge from talking goo d .  Yo ' know , 
couldn ' t explain his self , yo ' see . He won ' t be ab le to tell them that he going 
to s end him up the road [ penitentiary ] or nuthin , yo '  see • .  Now , it ' s  like if I 
give you [ sentence you] thirty days . It ' s  j us t  like you done done a b ad crime , 
not no s tealing or s omep in ,  j us t  like : So ah ' m  goin ' to give yo ' $ 25 o� thir ty 
days in Parish [ j ail ] , see . De same time he go t a penitentiary case , yo ' see.  
Yo ' see? [New Orleans , La . , ( 841) , 1275 : 2 . ] 

8970 . [ I f  you are ] in court like thi s .  If yo ' done did a bad crime . He 
got a witness against yo ' - or maybe ten or twelve 

(10) NIGHT BEFORE COURT SPLIT A BEEF TONGUE 
LAY NAMES OF WITNESSES IN AND STICK WITH 
9 NEEDLES - FREEZE WITH 50 POUNDS OF ICE 

- fifteen or twenty witness 
against yo ' . Yo ' take all o f  
these witness names . Now 
which is de b eef tongue , an ' 
it runs about dat long [ dem
onstrates ] .  Yo ' know de s ize 

of a b eef tongue . Yo ' take dat tongue an ' yo '  split it open right into de mid
dle . Yo ' take all dese names an ' yo ' stuff ' em down into dis tongue . Aftah yo ' 
s tuff ' em down into dis tongue , yo ' get yo ' a pack o f  needles an ' yo ' use nine 
of de b igges t needles in dere . Yo ' get yo ' 50 pounds o f  ice . Dat ' s de day yo ' 
goin ' to court . Get yo ' 50 pounds o f  ice an ' yo ' take dis beef tongue an ' yo ' 
put it down into dis ice an ' freeze i t .  Co ' se [ of course]  yo ' c ould use it  de 
night before dat .  An '  yo ' take dis tongue an ' yo ' freeze it with these witness 
names against yo ' in it . Then , when they get in court they can ' t say no thing 
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against you. If it ' s  anything . they going to  say somepin for you. 
(Wha t do you do with those nine needles ? ) 
The nine needles , you j us t  stick it all in them names and in the tongue . [New 

Orleans , La . , (860) , 1371 : 6 . ] 
8 9 7 1 .  They take that beef tongue and they put 

pins and nine needles . And they take that tongue 

( 11) 9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS [AND NAME 9 TIMES ? ]  
IN BEEF TONGUE FROZEN IN ICE 

them nine p ins in ' em ,  nine 
and they take and - that ' s  i f  

you are going t o  court or 
going agains t anybody - and 
they take that tongue and 
they ' ll put it on ice . They 

freeze i t , put that ice around it . Yo ' know , pack it right around with that ice . 
Well , that ' s  when yo ' go to talk , that chill yore tongue and yo ' can ' t say what 
yo ' want to say .  That chill yore tongue . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 826) , 1207 : 3 . ] 

8972 . See , i f  it was a hard case an ' yo ' wanted to go before de j udge . May
be yo ' being tried fo ' murder an '  yo ' done murder somebody . Well , yo ' got may
be - yo ' have a witness agains t yo ' - all of dem agains t yo ' , dead against yo ' ,  

(12)  NAMES OF : JUDGE - WITNESSES AGAINST YOU 
PUT THEM IN SPLIT BEEF TONGUE - WITH 
NAIL S - NEEDLES - P INS - BLOCK OF ICE 
WILL FREEZE THE MINDS OF YOUR ENEMIES 

yo ' see . But s t ill an ' all yo ' 
tried fo ' cold-blood murder ,  
yo ' understand , an ' yore wit
ness all against yo ' .  Now , yo ' 
know what yo ' do . Yo ' go to  de 
market an ' yo ' gi t a beef 

tongue . See , when yo ' get de beef tongue , yo '  take de beef tongue an ' yo ' carry 
it home . See . �es ' like yo ' know what sect ion yo ' goin '  in ' fo re de j udge 
what j udge yo ' go in ' to . Yo ' know what policeman even what done ' rest  yo ' . Yo ' 
know de people against yo ' on de witness s tand . Yo ' take dem people ' s  name an ' 
yo ' - an ' dat j udge ' s  name , whomevah what court yo ' goin ' in. Yo ' take his name 
an '  yo ' write it down .  Yo ' take dat beef tongue an ' yo ' split it open . Put all 
de witnesses agains t yo ' , put ' em down in dat beef tongue . Den yo ' get yo ' some 
nails .  Take it  an'  nail it down in dat beef tongue . Den yo ' get yo ' some nee
dles - j is ' needles - as many needles an ' pins as yo ' could , an ' j us t  stick ' em  
all down in dat beef tongue . Den yo ' take yo ' - maybe about a block o f  ice , yo ' 
see . Yo ' take a block of ice an ' yo ' take dat tongue an '  put it down undah dat 
ice . 

Yo ' take it an ' put it down undah dat ice , yo ' see . Den yo ' cons ider yo ' 
freezin '  dem people out ; yo ' freeze dere mine , yo ' s ee .  [New Orleans , La . , 
( 871) , 1412 : 15 . ] 

89 7 3 .  Go somewhere an '  buy yo '  
yo ' cut dat beef  tongue open [ sli t 

a beef tongue if  yo ' wants tub do sompin . An '  
lengthwis e ]  an '  yo ' writes de person name down 

(13) PERSON ' S  NAME 9 TIMES - ONE BENEATH OTHER 
WRITE FIRST NAME LAST - INDELIBLE PENCIL 
SPLIT TONGUE - INSERT NAMES - 9 NEW NEEDLES 
9 NEW PINS - 9 NEW TACKS - CROSS EVERYTHING 
SEW UP BEEF TONGUE WI TH SILK THREAD - BURY 
TO DE SUNRI� TO STOP PERSON FROM TALKING 
OR FREEZE TONGUE ON I CE FOR CASE AT COURT 

nine times on one s traight 
p iece o f  papah . 
(That is , you write the 
name one right after the 
other ? )  
Yessuh , one right undah de 
othah on a piece of pap ah ,  
j es '  lak yo ' s  writin ' a 
lettah ;  but as yo ' write 

one name , yo' leave dat , an' yo ' put de entire [ family name ] first an ' put de 
given name last . An ' yo '  writes dat down wit a indelible pencil . 

Yo ' git chew nine needles , brand-new needles dat ' s  nevah been used , nine 
brand-new pins , an ' git nine [brand-new]  tacks , an ' yo ' s tick it in dat b eef 
tongue; but as yo ' s tick i t , yo ' stick it across it . [Needles cross  needles , 
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pins pins , tacks tacks . ]  Yo ' git chew 
tongue up an ' yo ' take dat beef tongue 

(What will that do? ) 

some silk thread an ' yo ' sew dat beef 
an' yo ' bury it  to  de sunrise . 

Well , dat ' s  tuh keep anybody from talkin ' , lak if yo ' got people aroun ' yo ' 
an ' evahthin ' yo ' see , dey meddles wit chure business an '  j es '  go about an '  
b ring news , an ' say evahthing . See , yo ' do dat wit dat beef tongue.  

[This rite  will keep people from talking about you and also help you in the 
cour t scrap e  that fo llows : ]  

Now , yo ' take i t  fo'' a co ' t  s crap e .  Yo ' take de b eef tongue an ' yo ' write 
de  name down nine t imes , one right aftah de othah . 

(The name of  the fellow that is  before the j udge . )  
Whut ' s  befo ' de j udge , see ; an ' de witness name , too . Yo ' write de witness 

name , but yo ' ' sposed [ supposed ] tuh make it - now , yo ' write de witness firs t ; 
den yo ' write de defendant ' s  name on top , see . Write i t  down nine t imes an ' put 
it in dat tongue , an ' yo ' use dem nine needles an ' nine pins an ' nine tacks . 

(How do you put them in there ? )  
Yo ' crosses ' em ,  cross  one right on top an ' s tick a needle , an ' yo ' ll stick 

a p in dat yo ' makes a cross . Yo ' cross  dat pin ' cross dat way [ demons trates ] .  
Den yo ' takes dat tack an ' yo ' crosses it  ' cros s  dere , until yo ' git de whole 
nine of  ' em in dere . When yo ' git de whole nine of  ' em in dere , yo ' git some 
thread an ' yo ' sew dat beef tongue up . An ' yo '  git chew some ice an ' yo ' put 
dat beef tongue on a p iece of ice an ' leave it freeze . An ' de witness , or who
somevah be agains t yo ' ,  won ' ·t be able tuh say nuthin agains t ' em when dat co ' t 
s crape come up . [Algiers , La . , (15 7 7 ) , 2903 : 3 . ] 

89 74 . (A beef tongue and wrap it up . )  
They use a beef tongue . I t ' s  like if  they got somebody done prosecute ' em ,  

see , an ' dey ' ll g e t  up o n  de s tand [ to ]  pros ecute . Well , yo ' take dat b eef 

( 14 )  NAME 9 TIMES - NEEDLES 9 - PINS 9 
SEW INTO BEEF TONGUE - ICED COURT DAY 

tongue , an ' write dere name 
nine times an '  sew it  up into 
de - a p iece of de t ongue -
wit nine needles an ' nine p ins . 

An '  aftah dey sew it up into dat , dey put it on ice de day of  court , an ' de 
peop le dey get to go on de s tand can ' t  talk . Stop ' em from talking . [New 
Orleans , La . , (830) , 1234 : 1 . ] 

8975 . All right , yo ' git chew a beef tongue 
name in de co ' thouse down nine times backwards .  

(15)  WRITE BACKWARDS 9 TIMES NAMES OF PERSONS 
IN COURT CASE - STUFF INTO BEEF TONGUE 
STICK AND CROSS THROUGH NAMES AND MEAT 
9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 9 TACKS - ALL NEW 
SEW WITH BLACK THREAD - PACK IN SAWDUST 
PUT ON ICE - FREEZE - THAW DURING COURT 

an ' yo '  write everyone of  ' em 
[ Instead of  writing John Smith , 

write Smith John. ] Yo ' git 
chew nine new needles , nine 
new pins , an ' nine new tacks , 
an ' yo ' crosses dem as yo ' 
b e ' s stickin ' ' em in dat 
tongue . Den yo ' pack dat 
tongue down wit sawdust .  Af
tah yo ' pack it down , yo ' sew 

it up wit black thread ; an ' b efo ' it ' s  time fo ' de co ' t ,  put it on ice an '  thaws 
it . Dat ' s  tuh beat  a case in co ' t . [Algiers , La . , ( 1597a) , 3003 : 3 . ]  

8976 . Yo ' use dem needles an ' nails - well ,  nails . Ah ' ll put nails an ' 
needles togethah . Fo ' instance , yo ' have a case in court . Yo ' have ,  probably 
three or fo ' witnesses agains t yo ' an ' yo ' afraid dat when dey appear dat dere 
testimony will convict  yo ' .  Now , nine mornings befo ' de  day o f  de trial , yo ' go  
to de  market an ' yo ' get  yo ' a beef tongue . Yo ' get de  beef tongue an ' yo ' come 
back home an ' yo ' split it down de middle . Yo ' take dese witness ' name , also 
yore witness ,  an '  yo ' write dere name down , nine t imes , an ' p lace it ins ide of 
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the tongue . Get yo ' this No . 8  thread - yo ' get  black an ' white an ' yo ' take a 
needle an ' yo ' sew dis up in dere , an ' as yo ' sew dat , yo ' curse it . As yo ' 

s ewin ' yo ' cursin ' . 

(16) 9 DAYS BEFORE TRIAL BUY BEEF TONGUE 
SPLIT - LAY INSIDE NAMES OF WITNESSES 
WRITTEN 9 TIMES - SEW UP - NO . 8  THREAD 
WHITE FOR WHITE WITNESS - BLACK FOR BLACK 
CURSE WHILE DOING ALL THESE THINGS 
DRIVE IN 9 NEEDLES - 9 TENPENNY NAILS 
DIG HOLE TO HOLD 50 POUNDS OF ICE 
FREEZE TONGUE 9 DAYS - DAY OF TRIAL 
BED UNMADE - UNDERCLOTHES INSIDE OUT ETC . 

(Which do you sew with , the 
b lack or the white ? )  
Well , it ' s  known as No . 8  
thread . I t  can b e  white or 
black . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
But like i f  it was a negro 
an ' have white witnesses 
agains t ' im, yo ' d  use white 
an ' black thread . S ee ,  like 
mixe d .  
(What if it ' s  a colored man 

and he had negro witnesses agains t ,  him , then what ? )  
Well , he would use b lack thread . Yo ' take this black thread an ' s ew it an ' 

cuss at ' im .  Sew an ' cuss at ' im . Evah time yo ' sew it , cuss ' im .  Sew dat up . 
Den yo ' take nine needles an '  d rive dem in dere an ' curse i t  all de time .  Af tah 
yo ' take nine needles , yo ' take nine tenpenny nails an ' j ug in dere , all de way 
up to dere . Just take dat an '  • • • 

(You drive the nails into the tongue ? )  
Yeah , drive dem in dis tongue , all . de way through dis tongue . 
{I  didn ' t get that word . Do you j erk them or j ump them in? )  
Yo ' push ' em  in . 
(Oh l All right . I d idn ' t unders tand what you said . )  
[ I am trying not to o ffend ! Rememb er the hermaphrodite in New Orleans and my 

use of the wo rd sporting-hloman - see p . l685 , 5 lines from bottom ,  fol . ] 
Yeah , yo ' push ' em an ' den af tah yo ' take dat an ' yo ' dig a hole . Dig a hole 

deep enough fo ' yo ' to git say around ab ount 25 pounds or 5 0  pounds of ice . An '  
yo ' put de ice a t  de bottom an ' put dis tongue in between an ' freeze dat tongue 
fo ' nine days an '  nine nights .  An ' de day o f  de trial - whenevah yo ' think de 
ice will run out , yo ' j us t  go back an ' yo ' put ice on i t .  Yo ' keep dat tongue 
froze . As long as yo ' keep dat tongue froze j us t  as hard , yo ' know l ike when yo ' 
freeze sompin i t  git real hard - as long as yo ' have dat tongue fro ze , i t  will 
work . Yo ' keep de tongue fro z e .  De morning dat yo ' are goin ' to trial , get up -
j us t  like yo ' get up out of yore b ed ,  don ' t  make i t  up , leave it . Take yore 
undahclo thes , yo ' turn dem on de wrong side , even yore socks . Put on yore shoes 
an ' clo thes an ' yo ' come on ou t .  Den yo ' go to court . If dat tongue i s  froze 
when yo ' go to court , to trial an ' get up on de stand , dey ' ll call de wi tnes s to 
de s tand , i t ' ll freeze his tongue . He can ' t  talk like he wants to . He ' ll git 
up dere an '  he ' ll make some mis takes . He ' ll git up dere an ' he ' ll t alk , he ' ll 
be talkin ' against yo ' , but de way dat he ' ll talk , it ' ll be in yore favor . See . 
He ' ll sort of  s tut ter an '  can ' t get de thing r ight like he wants , yo ' know. Dey 
will throw it  [ case ] out then . [New Orleans , La . ,  (820) , 1183 : 2 . ] 

A TWO-HEAD OR HOODOO MAN IN NEW ORLEANS 
ROW COMBINES PRECEDING SMOKED TONGUE AND 
FROZEN TONGUE RITES AND EXPLAINS ORIGIN 

89 7 7 .  If a man in trouble or a woman 
in troub le , who tryin ' tub work some 
s cheme , yo ' can ' t git nuthin out de 
law .  Look lak yo ' cain ' t git j us t ice 
an ' yo ' done made every move yo ' could 

.ake an ' yo ' would try some othah move tub make . An ' lak a person would tell yo ' 
go to Sech-an ' -sech , dat dey knows . Den yo ' come to me , ah knows . Ah ' ll say , 
"Wbut ' s  de troub le ? "  Yo ' tell ' em [me ] , "Well , ah ' m in t rouble fo ' a grave 
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murder . Ah done tried eve ' y  law [ lawyer ] heah ah could an ' dey cain ' t do no 
good . " Say ,  "Ah want chew tuh take up mah case if yo ' think dat chew could . "  

Ah say , "Who ' s  yo ' wi tnesses on di s cas e? Is yo ' go t witnesses or • • •  ? "  
[You] say , "Yeah , ah  got several wi tnes s . "  
[ I ] say , " Could yo ' git to de witness against dis end o f  i t ? "  
Yo ' say ,  "Yeah , ah could git d e  names of ' em . Ah knows who ' s ' em all go in ' 

prosecute me. "  
[ I ]  say ,  " Git me dere name an ' write ' em  down fo ' me . When yo ' git ' em ,  write 

' em nine times , each one of de defendants name , write ' em an ' bring ' em to me . 
An '  ah ' ll read ' em an ' ah ' ll look at ' em , de best ah kin do . "  

So yo ' bring me these names , write ' em down . 
Ah say , "All right . "  Ah got de names . Yo ' got three witnesses pros ecutin ' 

yo ' .  An '  heah yo ' got three witnesses , defendant , an ' ah say , " S eparate de de
fendants from de prosecutin ' . "  Den we separate it an ' write it nine t imes . Ah 
say , "Now, go git me a beef tongue . " 

I t ' s  j es ' lak three ag ' ins t an ' two wit . 
(There are three agains t you and two for you.  And now you are going to  sepa

rate those names ? ) 
Yeah , ah want each one dere names . 
Now, yo ' gimme de three p rosecutors . All right , yo ' kin go wri te ' em down 

nine times . 
(Each one nine times ? )  
"Yes , on a brown p iece o f  papah , nine times , an ' give ' em tuh me . "  Ah take 

dem names . All right , ah got dese citizen witness nine times on ' nothah piece 
of brown papah . All right , ah take each one de b rown papahs [ demons trates ] an ' 
den ah ' ll fold ' em three times an '  ah put de top papah , de two witness , ah put 
dem on de top de prosecutors yo ' see . Put ' em on dere an ' git me de beef tongue 
an ' take dat beef tongue an ' ah split it . Ah split de bee f  tongue an ' ah put 
de pros ecutors on de bottom down dere an '  put de ' fenders [ defenders ] on de top , 
an ' sew de tongue up . Ah hang it  up in de chimley - put a nail in de chimley an '  
hang it up an ' let it smoke till d e  day of de t rial . When de day o f  de trial 
come , notify me of de day of de trial , git me 50 pounds of ice , an '  chip de ice 
out j es '  tuh fit dat tongue . An ' b ring de tongue from down de chimley an ' put 
de tongue in dere b etwixt dat ice , j es ' tub fit in an ' bury it wit de othah . 

(Where do you bury it ? )  
Bury i t  in de ice . An '  when de j udge git on de stand an ' de j urors , dat 

[ tongue ] smoke an ' smokes all dere fears an ' evil away , an ' dat freezes de j ud
ge ' s tongue an ' dey mo ' or les s have a hanged trial . De trial is mo ' or less 
tub hang , if it don ' acquit dem. It  will hang de t rial up or throw it outa co ' t .  

[Here I s topped recording thinking informant had ended , but then he s tarted 
to tell about the origin of the tongue rite . ] 

(The reason you know this is true is b ecause of  what? ) 
When de magicians , de peop le dat ' spos ed [ supposed ] tuh have two haids [ a � 

head or woheader] an ' know eve ' ything , when dey wuz goin ' through de !an ' , when 
Saul wan ted tuh s ee his b ro thah Simon , an ' so he had heard dat yo ' use j es ' a 
lamb , if  yo ' wanta him nearer down in de land somewhere , down in de land , dat dis 
ole magician hoodoo woman she passes that [ along to us ] .  

(She s tarted this thing? The b eef tongue? ) 
Yes . [New Orleans , La . , (1569) , 2881 : 11 . ] 
89 7 8 .  Get yo ' a beef tongue , an ' get de j udge ' s name . An ' if  dey have a wit

ness , get one for de witnes s an '  one for de dis trict at torney . An ' yo ' get a 
block of ice . An '  yo ' see , yo ' set  dem three candles or white candles [mentioned 
befo re recording s tar ted and also later ) on [ this ] ice before yore t rial , an '  dat 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3645 

chi lls dere tongues . Yo ' put de tongue into a b ig block of ice [ usually 50 

BEEF TONGUE AND CANDLES 
(1)  NAMES :  JUDGE - DISTRICT ATTORNEY - WITNESS 

IN TONGUE - ON BACK OF ICE - LIGHT 
3 WHITE CANDLES ON ICE BEFORE COURT 

pounds ] .  Just  make a hole 
an ' put it down into de ice . 
An '  cut de tongue open an ' 
put de j udge ' s name , de dis
trict attorney ' s name , an ' de 
witness [ name ]  in dat . An '  

den set de light [ candles ] on before yo ' go to cour t .  One candle for each of 
dose peop le . Use white candles .  [New Orleans , La . , (804 ) , 1130 : 5 . ] 

89 79 . (In this cour t case now . ) 
Now , i f  yo '  go t a case an ' yo '  know it ' s  a bad 

an ' git chew a beef tongue , an ' aftah yo ' git dat 

(2 ) NAMES OF JUDGE AND WITNES SES AGAINST YOU 
WRITE ON SUBPOENA - KEEP UNDER LIGHTED 
LAMP BURNING HOT PEPPER - STICK NEEDLES 
IN TONGUE AND SMOKE [WITH SAME NAMES ? ]  
LIGHT 1 PINK CANDLE = ST . RAYMOND CANDLE [ ? ]  
LEAVE SOMEONE TO WATCH ALL THESE FIRE S 
TURN EVERYTHING UPSIDE DOWN - OLD LEFT SHOE 
CARRY WITH YOU CINNAMON AND BROWN SUGAR 
SPRINKLE IN COURT WHEN APPROACHING JUDGE 
AFTER TRIAL BURY TONGUE 3 DAYS - DIG UP 
BURY IN GRAVEYARD OR PUT IN RUNNING WATER 

DE CASE IS OUT 
IT 1 LL NEVER BE CALLED UP ANY MO ' 

ON DIS SIDE OF JUDGEMENT [DAY ] 

cas e ,  well yo ' go tuh de market 
subpoene e .  Den yo ' git de 

j udge name an ' yo ' git chure 
witness name whut ag ' ins t 
yo ' .  An '  yo ' write all dat 
down on dat same subpoenee 
whut de j udge name on it . 
Yo ' git chew hot pepp ah tuh 
ketch ' em an ' yo ' put dat 
in yore lamp . Yo ' burn dat 
until yo ' go tuh co ' t . ' Fo' 
[before ]  yo ' go yo ' turn de 
chairs , mattress , b ed ,  every
thing , upside down . De shoe, 
dat lef t-foot shoe ,  turn it 
upside down , whut chew ain ' t  
been wearin ' fo ' quite a 
while - turn dat upside down. 

An '  yo ' git chew a pink candle , a St . Raymond candle [ St .  Raymond ' s candle more 
likely to be green - see No . 3042-3051 , pp . 87 7-880 ] dat a pink candle . An ' yo ' 
leave somebody at de house an '  dey ' ll burn i t  tuh keep it from ketchin ' de house 
[ afire ] or anything .  Yo ' git dere an '  yo ' git chew some cinnamon , some ground 
cinnamon an ' de brown sugah ; an ' yo ' only have tuh have dat much in yore han ' , 
as yo ' goin ' up when de j udge call yo ' . Jis ' have it lak dat an '  j is '  sprinkle 
it an ' go ahead on up , sprinkle it aroun ' . Den aftah evahthing is ovah , yo ' come 
back an ' yo ' gi t dat tongue . 

(After the case is all ove r ? )  
Aftah de case i s  all ovah , yo ' come back an ' git dat tongue an '  yo ' put i t  

down in d e  ground an '  yo ' leave it stay in d e  ground three days . An ' aftah dem 
three days , yo ' ll take it up an '  let it s tay up , a day an ' a night , on top of 
de ground . Den yo ' take it  an '  carry it tuh de graveyard an ' bury it if yo ' 
vanta.  I f  not , yo ' kin carry it tuh de rivah . BUT DE CASE IS OUT . IT ' LL  NEVAH 
BE CALL UP ANY MO ' ON DIS SIDE OF JUDGMENT [DAY ] . 

(Now , how is that pink candle burned while I am down at the court ? )  
Well , yo ' have tuh have somebody dere tuh burn i t  all day - all day . 
(Where is that tongue all this t ime? Where is that tongue? ) 
De tongue gonna b e  at de house in de smoke , in de smoke an '  de needles - in 

de smoke of wo od , papah , anything yo ' kin keep it a-burnin ' wit , until yo ' git 
back. 

(You keep it  smoking and the candle is on a table burning? ) 
Well ,  de candle i s  j is '  as good as de tongue . Let me tell yo ' dat right now. 
(Wait a minut e !  Are we using both the candle and the tongue or what ? )  
Yo ' kin use both , both o f  ' em. [ Algiers , La . ,  (1596) , 3001 : 6 . ] 
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8980 . Now if yo ' go before de j udge , de j udge goin ' to discharge yo ' ,  ac
cording to what kind of case , yo ' know , yo ' ll have . Well , if yo ' got people 
agains t yo ' , yo ' know , an '  yo ' don ' t want to have dem part of de j ury . Yo ' 

(3 )  PAY ODD MONEY FOR BEEF TONGUE - PUT IN 
THROAT PART NAMES OF 75 POS SIBLE JURYMEN 
9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS - HANG IN CHIMNEY 
BENEATH SET PAN OF WATER - PEPPER - COARSE 
SNUFF - DI STRICT ATTORNEY ' S  NAME - ADD 
LIGHTED CANDLE BY NEW TRICK ON THE BOTTOM 
[ THIS IS CALLED LIGHTING CANDLE UPSIDE DOWN ] 
JUDGE ' S NAME - I CE IN PAIL - SWEETEN 
LIGHT CANDLE - STAND IT UPRIGHT IN PAIL 
IN THIRD CONTAINER - A GLASS - NAMES OF 
THOSE AGAINST YOU - LIQUOR THEY DRINK 
SET UPRIGHT AS MANY CANDLES AS ENEMIES 
ALL OF THEM WILL GO TO COURT DRUNK 

go ing before de j udge , 
like i f  i t ' s  a criminal 
case , yo ' know , yo ' go t 
to have de j ury . Yo ' see , 
dey have [ a  panel o f ]  75  
j urors [ to select j urors 
f rom] . Well , yo ' don ' t 
know what people [will be 
on the j ury ] . They don ' t 
pick out but twelve . Now , 
yo ' don ' t know what twelve 
dey going to pick out . Dat 
makes yo ' go tta use de 
whole panel . Yo ' see , ah 
[ in my work] done use ' em 

all . Wel l ,  now , de person - what j urors is agains t yo ' .  Yo ' go an ' get yo ' a 
beef tongue , a fresh beef tongue . Pay odd money fo ' it , not even money - 25 or 
35 cents or somepin like dat . Let de money be  odd money . An ' yo ' go an ' take 
dat tongue an ' yo ' get these peop les names what is against yo ' ,  what done harm 
yo ' ,  don ' t yo ' see or what yo ' done harm. Yo ' ll take dat tongue , yo ' ll write 
de names on a p iece of papah , an ' yo ' ll write all dem j urymen ' s names , de dis
trict attorney . 

(The whole 7 5  o f  those names ? )  
Yeah , j us t  put de whole 75 . Yo ' have to use d e  75 , because outa dem yo ' get 

twelve . 
(I see . All right . )  
Now, yo ' get de district attorney what is de man to prosecute yo ' .  Yo ' ll get 

his name an ' put it  on dere , but not de j udge in dat part . An' yo ' ll git yo ' dat 
tongue . Yo ' get yo ' nine needles an ' nine pins . Yo ' ll get yo ' dese people names 
an ' yo ' ll put down on dere an ' yo ' ll put dat down in de throat of  dat tongue . 
Yo ' ll take dat tongue an ' yo ' ll hang i t  up in de chimney . An' den aftah dat , 
yo ' ll take an ' gi t yo ' some watah an '  yo ' ll get yo ' some p eppah . Yo ' git yo ' 
some coars e snuff an ' yo ' ll burn a - light a candle . 

(Coarse snuff ? )  
Coarse snuf f , dat coarse snuff ;  not dat in a box.  An '  yo ' ll light dat candle 

an ' yo ' ll put it . in dere . Now, yo ' want to come clear an '  yo ' want de j udge to 
be lenient wit yo ' ,  so yo ' take de j udge ' s name . An '  yo ' ll take de j udge name , 
den yo ' ll git yo ' a b lo ck of ice , ' bout fifty pounds o f  ice . Yo ' put it  in a 
little pail an ' yo ' ll sweeten it . Den yo ' ll light de candle , but yo ' ll light it 
s traight up [ the candle will be  standing up ] .  An '  den yo ' see , sweeten de j udge. 
But this o thah part what yo ' do , yo ' take an ' yo ' put de candle - yo ' turn ' em 
upside down , yo ' get dat coarse snuff  an ' all dat , an ' put in d ere.  Well dat 
make de dis trict at torney be fightin ' against dem.  An' de people , what he got 
fo ' witness , goin ' to speak agains t yo ' .  Anything dey drink , perhap s dey drink 
whiskey . Some might drink gin or somepin like dat . Well yo ' ll get dat [ liquor] 
an ' y o '  put dere name an ' set yo ' a li ttle glass . An ' put dat candle on dat 
[name and liquor in the glass ] an ' ah ' ll guarantee every one of  ' em will go to 
court drunk. An '  yo ' ll come out clear ' caus e dey ' ll be drunk . Dey won ' t know 
what they ' re sayin ' . They ' ll be lying backwards and forwards . 

(Wha t ' ll that ice do? ) 
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Well , yo ' see , de ice , dat ' s  to cool , dat ' s  fo ' yore par t .  De  ice makes yo ' 
coo l .  Yo ' know ice makes yo ' cool . [Usually ice freezes apponent ' s  tongue . ] 
Well ,  de j udge won ' t be  fiery wit yo ' .  See , he ' ll be cool an ' calm .  But on dis 
othah side , yo' get dat snuf f an ' yo ' put dem names in dere an ' yo ' get dat b eef 
tongue . Yo ' put dem things in dere an ' shove dat tongue , all down in de throat , 
an ' j ust hang dat tongue up an ' den yo ' ll see . Yo ' ll see an ' dey ' ll b e  lyin ' 
an '  dey ' ll b e  drunk . Just what dey drink , yo ' set dat candle in dere [ in the 
glass ] .  An '  dey ' ll be  lyin ' an ' dey won ' t  say a thing against yo ' . 

What color • • •  j ust what candles you selec t . Don ' t try de black candles . 
(Anything but b lack? ) 
But b lack candles . 
(How many do you burn ? )  
Yo ' burn - see , if  dere ' s  five people , yo ' put five candles .  An '  i f  it ' s  

three , yo ' put three ; j us t  accordin ' to how many is against yo ' , yo ' put dem 
many candles . An '  den what they drink , yo ' get a lit tle glass , j ust what fit 
de candle an ' put dat [ liquor ] in dere , an ' ah ' ll guarantee yo ' every one will 
be drunk . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 34) , 1255 : 2 . ] 

8981 . [ This is a rite for an altar shaped like a triangle , one of  the angles 
being 45° , so that it will fit into the corner of a room .  A triangular board as 
a shelf would also serve the purpose . Somet imes an ob long or a square table is 
placed catercornered in a corner of  the room. Such a device saves space , can be 

(4)  INFORMANT GIVES GODMOTHER' S COURT METHOD 
HANG TONGUE ON 2 STRINGS JOINING 2 WALLS 
FORMING LEFT-HAND CORNER OF HOUSE AS YOU 
ENTER - THESE STRINGS COMPLETE OUTER S IDE 
OF CORNER TRIANGLE - ALTARS ARE SOMETIMES 
TRIANGULAR IN THIS CORNER SPACE - PAPER 
OF PINS IN TONGUE - WRITE NAMES OF JUDGE 
AND DISTRICT ATTORNEY - PUT UPSIDE DOWN IN 
PAN OF SALT WITHIN TRIANGLE - WRITE 
DEFENDANT ' S  NAME ON 9 COLORED CANDLES SET 
IN THIS PAN OF SALT - LIGHT BEFORE COURT 

shut off  by a curtain , and 
represents one of the four 
aozonez>s of the ea:r>th (Reve
lation of St . John the Divin� 
7 : 1 ) . One of these altars I 
actually describe under ( 3 )  
My thiz>d psalmist ( INTRO
DUCTION , v . 3 ,  p . XVI I I , lines 
16-21) . Though my informant 
does not say so , the pan of  
salt holding names and burn
ing candles did not res t on 
the floor , but upon an altar . 

We mus t also suspect the presence of holy obj ects , such as pictures o f  saint s .  
My great friend , the Rev. J .  Langtry Williams - mentioned in Piatures for Alma at 
the end of  Fo lklozoe fz>om Adams County Il linois , 2nd edition - des cribed the reli
gious arrangement of  his part-time housekeeper . She being elderly and ill , he 
went up to Harlem (black section in New York City) on a pas toral call . Her whole 
room was an altar ! Two wires from the four corners of  the ceiling sagged and 
crossed in the center of the room.  Along these wire s at  intervals were s trung 
holy pictures and obj ects . In one of  the corners was a shelf or small stand hold
ing a colored light with a float . She had seen my friend ' s  sanctuary lamp over in 
the church , but these private shrines were common long before she met Father Wil
liams . All these religious actions are concerned with what I call the magia of 
the diagonal , one arm or both of the "X" or  St . Andrew ' s cros s .  Hoodoo has many 
similar rites - the old housekeeper ' s  also being a quincunx , which again is well 
represented in Hoodoo. For similar private shrines see : CUSTODIAN OF A SHRINE , 
pp . ll39-115 8 ;  BEER FOR S T .  PETER , CIGAR AND WHI SKEY FOR ST . ANTHONY , pp . l2 20-1236; 
A WOMAN AND HER THREE SAINTS , pp . l401-1414 ; etc , all in v . 2 . ] 

In a sense [ instance? ] o f  that kind my godmother always burned nine candles 
and they have a beef tongue . Well , see different peoples come there and wanted 
cases dismissed [ from court ] .  They ' d  get a beef  tongue and they ' d stick that 
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bee f tongue full o f  pins . And they have a string running from this part of  the 
wall to that p art . They ' d tie that tongue up there [ demons trates ] .  

(So i t ' s  hanging between the walls , you mean ? )  
Yes s ir , yo ' see j us t  l ike d e  corner there [points ] .  
(Yes . ) 
Well , they ' d tie it hanging - hang i t  in the corner that way . An '  they ' d  put 

them [ demons trates ] .  
(Acros s  - well , j us t  one over the other . ) 
Yes . 
(You put the s trihg across one co rner , one - show me how you do . )  
See [ demons trates ] .  
(Like that , I see .  One cord over the other cord j ust s o  it cuts off a 

corne r . ) 
Yes . 
(They cut off  the space in a triangle [ the cut-o ff space b ecomes a triangle ] .  

All right . )  
The left-hand corner o f  the hous e .  
(Well , which is the left-hand corner o f  the house? )  
Well , that [ points to it ] would be the left-hand corner o f  this hous e .  You 

mean coming in? 
(Oh , i t ' s the left-hand corner coming in . All right . And [ demonstrates 

again] they hang this tongue in that [ 2  wires ] like a swing? They put it in a 
swing ? )  

Yes , see . 
(All right . )  
Just put two s tring b etween two corners - see , like that . 
(Holes [nails ]  right in the corner . )  
An '  they puts [ in the tongue ] a whole paper o f  s tick pins , pointed pins , yo ' 

know. S tick ' em  in this all ovah , all around . An ' they write dat name on them 
candles - they got nine ' candles there . 

(What name do they write on there ? )  
They write your name [ client ] on there . 
(The person that wants to get free . ) 
Sure . Now they write your name on there .  And then they take any kind o f  pan 

an ' they ' ll fill that pan with salt , an ' they ' ll write that j udge an ' the dis
trict attorney name on there , an ' put it  in this salt . 

(What will they write all that on? ) 
On paper . 
( I  see , and put it in the salt . All right . )  
An '  put i t  in this sal t .  An '  when they light them candles they go ahead on to 

the court  hous e .  If  yo ' not discharged that day , the cas e i s  throwed off . An '  
when they come back again , make another dPessing [repeat the candle ceremony ] , 
maybe it throwed off  again . 

(Now , you put all these nine candles in that pan o f  salt , burning . Are they 
all lighted at once ? What color are the candles? )  

[All candles are lighted at the s ame time . ] 
Different colors . 
( I  see . ) 
Red , blue , green , yellow, white - different colors . 
(Different colors , I see.  But my name [ client ' s  name ] is written on those 

candles , I see . ) 
See , an ' they write de j udge an ' de dis trict attorney name - put that on 

that p aper ups ide down like that an ' light them candles an ' go on out . Now, that 
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case liable to be thrown out today .  All right , call that case up again , j us t  
de morning b efore that case i s  called a t  9 : 15 ,  dey light them candles again. 
Maybe throwed out that time . Next time • • • •  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 1455 : 2 . ] 

8982 . Yo ' go to de slaughter p en an ' yo ' get yo ' a fre sh beef  tongue . An '  
yo ' wri te his name , whosomevah , i f  yo ' kin get dem witness names . Yo ' write dem 

FRESH TONGUE FROM SLAUGHTERHOUSE - SPLIT IT 
INSERT NAMES OF WITNESSES ON SEPARATE PAPERS 
SEW UP - WRAP GOOD - CARRY TO COURT IN POCKET 
WITNES SES BECOME TONGUE-TIED - YOU DISCHARGED 

witnes s name · down . Write each 
witness name down on a p iece of 
papah . An ' yo ' take dat b eef 
tongue an ' split it open j us t  
like dis [ demonstrates ] an ' put 
all dem names in dat beef tongue 

an' sew it back up . An ' yo ' wrap dat up good an ' yo ' go on down dere [ to court ] 
wit dat in yore pocke t .  An ' s i t  dere . When d e  witness ge t up dere , dey can ' t 
talk. All dem tongue- tied , dey can ' t  say nuthin - j us t  cross-taZk , dey can ' t 
say nuthin . An ' yo ' goin ' to get dis charged .  [ New Orleans , La . , (859) , 1367 : 2 . ] 

8983 . Yo ' take a beef tongue an ' yo ' goin ' to  court , an '  yo '  takes it , an ' 
yo ' put de one ' s name who got yo ' arres ted , an '  de j udge , an ' de district at tor

NAMES OF JUDGE - DISTRICT ATTORNEY - ACCUSER 
3 PERSONS - IN BEEF TONGUE - CARRY TO COURT 
NO ONE ABLE TO SPEAK AGAINST YOU - YOU GO FREE 

ney and the party dat ' s accus in ' 
yo ' [ caused the arres t ]  an '  yo ' 
puts de [ 3 ]  names in dere . An ' 
yo ' write it  an ' yo ' s tick it 
a way down in dat tongue . Yo ' 

go to court an '  yo ' can carry dat tongue wit yo ' ,  wrap it up good , in yore pocket. 
When dey get ready to say somepin , dere tongue will be t ied , becuz dere name is 
down in dat tongue - pushed a way down in dere - an ' dere mind get all up [upset ] ,  
an '  dere tongue get heavy . It ' s j us t  like if yo ' take somepin [ and put it ] on my 
tongue - put anythin ' in dere . It goin ' to make it  still heavier , if it held wit 
a weight , ain ' t  it?  Well , dat ' d  make de tongue get heavy an ' dey can ' t say 
nuthin. So dat ' s  de reason why - dat ' s  what a tongue do ' s .  Yo ' put de name in 
dere , de party dat accused her [had her arrested ] , de j udge , an ' de d is trict 
attorney . ·  Dat ' s who all names yo ' want , j ust  de three names : de party dat ' s  ac
cusin ' ' er ,  de j udge , an ' de dis tri ct attorney . [New Orleans , La . , (826a) 

BEEF TONGUE - 9 NEEDLES IN - NAME OF CRIMINAL IN 
WRAP UP - PUT IN GRAVE OF REAL SMART PEOPLE 

COULD THIS BE THE GRAVE OF A "TWO-HEAD" ? 

1212 : 2 . ] 
8 984 . Well , de beef tongue . 
If  a guy have commit a crime , 
why yo ' git dat beef  tongue 
an ' put nine needles in it , 

[name o f  criminal in] , 
it up yo ' know an ' put 
fade away . An' in dat 
he ' s cap tured . 

an ' take it to de cemetery an '  put it on a grave . Wrap 
i t  on de grave . An '  it ' ll s tay there till it spo il an '  
time it fade away , dis guy will b e  b ack , yo ' s ee ,  an '  den 

(Whose grave do you put this tongue on? )  
Well , yo ' put i t  on any• grave dat chew know of , who had not been buried , yo ' 

know , not so very long . 
(You don ' t put it on the grave o f  the man who was killed? )  
No , no . 
(This is to bring back some man who has committed a crime? ) 
Well , yo ' see , de man dat had done commit ted de crime , why yo ' jes ' put it in 

on a grave dat chew know o f  people were reaZ smart peopZe [DOES THIS MEAN THE 
GRAVE OF A "TWO-HEAD? " IF SO , THIS WOULD PROBABLY BE MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF USING 
tHE GRAVE OF A "TWO-HEAD" - A HOODOO CANONIZED INTO A SAINT ! ] An ' den when dat 
fade , why de man will be back an '  be captured . [Algiers , La . , (1575) , 2897 : 9 . ] 

8985 . Yo ' take beef tongue an '  dries it . Yo ' make a dust out of dat , under-
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stand . Yo ' take that an ' dries it . Yo ' take it - j ust  like yo ' take i t  an ' lay 
i t ,  let it  j us t  wither up . Hang it so it wi ther up , yo ' see . Wel l ,  yo ' take it . 

DRY A BEEF TONGUE TO DUST - GRIND UP 
DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - LODESTONE - PUT IN 
RED FLANNEL BAG - SEW UP - CARRY - LUCK 

yo ' take blood of dragon - dragon ' s 
blood . Yo ' take lodestone . Yo ' take 
that an '  grind i t up . An ' yo ' t akes a 
piece of  red flannel an '  yo ' puts them 
in there an ' makes yo ' a bag out o f  

tha t .  An ' yo ' sew it up an ' yo ' tote i t  in your pocke t .  He always be ' s  lucky 
an ' succe ss ful man , never being bo thered or worried or caught up when he ' s  out 
walking around . See , he ain ' t got no j ob or nothing , he ' s  out hus tling for his 
living. Laws and things don ' t p ick him up an ' ask him a lot o f  questions or any
thing . I f  they ask him,  all he ' s  got to do is to tell him, why he ' s  gain ' tend
ing to his business ,  an ' they let ' s  him go . [New Orleans ,  La . , (831) , 1236 : 1 . ] 

8986 . Well now some people reads de Psalms . 
(Any p articular number ? ) 
Yes . Now , yo ' could read de 56 Ps alm an ' when yo ' gain ' in court : [Be merai

fu l unto me� 0 God • • •  mine enemies would dai ly swal low me up • • •  in God I have put 

BIBLE - MOSTLY P SALMS 
my turst; I UJi l l  not fea:t' what flesh aan do unto me • • •  

King James Version . ] Well , dat will keep de j udge ' s  
mind enunwave�d [ =  enervated = deprived o f  nerve , force 

or strength ] all de time , an ' so if he ' s  supposed to give yo ' a summons ,  yo ' 
don ' t get no summons . [Norfolk , Va . ,  (486) , 5 15 : 9 . ] 

898 7 .  Yo ' j is '  read i t  befo ' yo ' have to go be fore de j udge , Yo ' read de 
2 7 th Psalm :  [The Lord is my Zight and my sa lvation; whom sha l l  I fea:t' • • •  For in 
the time of troub le he shal l hide me in his pavi lion; in the s earet of his taber
naa le sha l l  he hide me; he shal l set me upon a roak . King James Version . ] [Nev 
Orle ans ,  La . , ( 787) , 1098 : 7 . ] 

8988 . I f  yo ' go tuh co ' t to de j udge , it ' s  a scripture in de Bib le .  It ' s  a 
Psalm ,  it ' s  a verse in there ,  an '  while de j udge is talkin ' yo ' b e  repeatin ' dat 
to him : Make has te� 0 Lord� tuh de liver me [ perhaps Make haste to he lp me� 0 Lord 
my salvation - Ps : 38 : 22 ] . An '  fas t as he be talkin ' to  yo ' ,  yo ' b e  repeatin ' dat 
in yore mind . [Brunswick , Ga . , (12 14 ) , 2061 : 1 . ] 

89 89 . Have mercy on mah soul .  Yessuh , when dey call me up , call mah case , 
ever ' time ah come in de co ' thouse , ah say ,  "Lawd , have mercy on mah soul . " 

(That ' s all you have to do ? ) 
Dat ' s ever ' thing ah ' ve done an ' 

is not a Biblical quota tion , it is 
j udge ' s sentence of death : May the 
ville ,  N .  Car . , (1416 ) , 2550 : 10a . ] 

that ' s  God ' s truth . [Have meray on my soul 
probab ly a p ersonal back formation from the 
Lord have meray upon your soul. ] [ Fayette-

899 0 .  If  a man evah g i t  into trouble an ' he want s tuh git outa trouble , co ' se 
[ of course ]  it ain ' t  no root but chew gi t chew a Tes tament , a l it tle Bib le dat ' s  

BIBLE - READ PSALM EVERY MORNING AT 7 
go t  de Psalms in i t ,  an ' yo ' read dat 
piece ever ' mawnin ' at seven o ' clock . 
Have dat Bible brought to yo ' in de j ail 

whilst dey go t chew in prison . Read dat p iece ever ' mawnin ' at seven o ' clo ck . 
Git up an '  read dat piece an ' read in dere . Ah ' ve did dat , chew see :  Oh� Lord 
de liver me in mah dis tress; de liver me from de han ' s  of mah enemies [ this sounds 
like a conflation from 2 di fferent P salms ] . An '  dey said dat chew will overcome 
dat . Ah did it  an ' ah got out , did conquer ' em.  Ever ' mawnin' yo ' read dat 
piece . Git dat little book ,  dat Bib le .  [Waycros s , Ga . , (11 2 0a) , 1800 : 1 . ] 

899 1 .  (Now , right at the beginning . You said , he was brought before the 
j udge because he did something . )  

If yo ' go to - if yo ' had did somep in o thah , an ' de j udge gain ' try yo ' fer 
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it,  an ' yo ' was out under bond , yo ' read de 109 th Psalms ever ' mawnin ' befo ' s un
up , ever ' mawnin ' three times f o '  seven mawnin ' s until yore trial time . An '  den 

BIBLE - PSALM 109 - READ 3 TIMES BEFORE SUNUP 
FOR 7 MORNINGS - INCLUDING YOUR TRIAL MORNING 
BURN INCENSE - JUDGE WILL FINE OR DISMI S S  CASE 

when yo ' go down , yo ' done read 
dat , yo ' done re ad an ' yo ' done 
read . An' yo ' read it . An '  de 
Lord , yo ' has asked ' im to an
swer your ques tion . Well , yo ' s  

seeking advantage of  the j udge , an ' when yo ' goes down , he goin ' have mercy on 
yo ' . He might be goin '  try yo ' an '  give yo ' life or your neck , but when yo ' go 
down dere , aftah yo ' done read dat seven mawnin ' s an ' burnt dose encense [ in
cense ] when yo ' read i t - yo ' goes down , an ' he ' ll find , he finally say dat . 
He ' ll turn yo ' loose . He ain ' t goin ' find yo '  guilty . He might f ine yo ' $100 
or $ 2 . He may not fine yo ' nuthin , j es '  let yo ' go on , dismiss  de case . [Vicks
burg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 25 ) , 9 96 : 3 . ] 

899 2 .  Ah heard dat i f  yo ' wanta git a light fine , if  dey take yo ' down fo ' 
speedin ' . I f  yo ' kin git chew a Bib le an ' read de 32nd P salm fo ' nine mawnin ' s 

BIBLE - PSALM 32 - READ 9 MORNINGS 
BEFORE SPEAKING - FOR LIGHT SENTENCE 

say de j udge would be light on yo ' .  

BIRD - BURN FEATHER FROM RIGHT WING 
MIX WITH QUICKSILVER 

if yo ' s tay in dat long , read it fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s .  Git up in de mawnin ' an ' don ' t 
say a word' tuh nobody , j es '  go ' head an ' 
read de 32nd P salm fo ' nine mawnin ' .  Dey 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1398) , 2518 : 8 . ] 
8 99 3 .  Yo ' wanta know ' b out whut ah 
would do t o  keep people ' way from me . 

SPRINKLE AT COURTHOUSE DOOR FOR LAWSUITS 
Ah go ketch one dese wild birds an ' 
ah pull a feather out o f  his right 
wing an ' burn it , an ' burn quick

silvah with i t ,  an ' ah sprinkle this 
' em in all sech case . 

around the co ' thouse do ' .  Well , dat b eat 

(That is  to beat a lawsuit case . )  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1553) , 2827 : 2 . ] 
899 4 .  I f  there i s  enough money involved , mos t all the root doctors , they 

goes to work and see the j udge privately an ' say , " I ' ve got $ 100 , "  an ' say ,  

BRIBERY OF JUDGE BY ROOT DOCTOR 
"here ' s  $50 . "  Yo ' unders tand ? "Here ' s  $50  
I got  $100 for the j ob . "  Well , de  j udge will 
dismiss him.  Wel l , this fellow , weak-minded 

fellow , he thinks that this man [ root doctor ] did it . See , he ' s a root doctor 
but he ' s  faking his way through the world . I ' ve seen that happen ' cause I worked 
for a j udge an ' seen ' em come up dere - the root doctors . [ For another example 
of a doctor influencing a j udge , see my experience with Doctor Washington of  
Charleston ,  S .  Car . , No . 9024 . ]  [Newport News , Va . , (47 8 ,  Doctor Bowles or Bowes , 
cousin of the doctor in Norfolk) , 49 8 : 6 . ] 

8995 . Like i f  yo ' are in j ail an '  yo ' wanta get out . I f  yo ' in j ail , yo ' 
have to go to court an' yo ' don ' t know whether yo ' going to get out . Yo ' take 

BROOM - SWEEP SELF DOWN - 9 MORNINGS 
FREES YOU FROM JAIL 

yo ' a broom an ' yo ' sweep yoreself fo ' 
nine mornings . 
[ S ince there are a number of  sayings in 
Hoodoo stating that a person swept by a 

broom will go to j ail , the situation is believed to be  magically reversible : 
you can get out o f  j ail by sweeping yourself down. ] 

(How do you sweep yourself ? )  
Sweep yourself down for nine mornings with a broom.  [New Orleans , La . , (831) , 

1236 : 2 . ] 
899 6 .  Yo ' take those ole buckeyes ,  yo ' see , an '  yo ' carry one in yore pocket ; 

an '  j es '  lak i f  yo ' had one , get to de co ' t , why yo ' take it  an ' chew it . 
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BUCKEYE - CHEW IN COURT - TO WIN CASE 

BUCKEYE - JOHN DE CONKAH - RED PEPPAH 
GROUND UP AND SPRINKLED IN COURTROOM 

(That ' s  to influence the j udge . ) [Way
cross , Ga . ,  (106 7 ) , 17 2 7 : 7 . ] 
899 7 . Git de buckeye an ' red peppah an ' 
John de Conkah root an ' j es '  pound that 
up into a powder an ' sprinkle it in de 
co ' troom , an ' dat makes a deal o f  dif
ference . 
(Well , what do you use o f  the buckeye , 

the knob [ shel l ]  or - the knob or what ? )  
De knob . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1543) , 2 7 94 : 6 . ] 
899 8 .  Ah hear ' d dem say once , say a man had killed somebody , but ah don ' t 

[ know] who he is . Ah j is '  heer ' d dis thing now , dat a man had killed somebody 

BUTTERFLY FLEW ABOUT JUDGE IN COURTROOM 
OUTSIDE SNAKES CRAWLED ON THE WIRES 
BOTH SENT BY ROOTMAN WORKING ON CASE 

yo ' see . An '  he went up tuh de j udge , 
went in de co ' t  an ' see a buttahfly 
f ly aroun ' . Come in de co ' thous e an ' 
fly aroun ' , aroun ' where de j udge 
goin ' .  An ' den aftah dat , say in 

courtyard in de front , dey s ee snakes been crawlin ' on de wire . An '  aftah dat , 
he [ j udge ] tell de man tuh go on back home . But de case wus thrown off  for a 
certain t ime , but ah don ' t know how he [ rootman ] do it . 

(Well , how did that butterfly and snake get in there? )  
Ah don ' t  know how he git in dere , but dey say de rootman mus ta carry ' em in 

dere . 
[For snakes in the courthouse , see DOCTOR BUZZARD OF BEAUFORT , SOUTH CAROLINA, 

No . 30 7 0 , pp . 891-905 . ]  
(Oh , the rootman brought them in there . I see . ) [ This account is marked 

low land diaZeat , meaning that it is not too well transcrib ed . ] [ Charles ton , 
s .  Car . , (49 7 ) , 540 : 4 . ] 

899 9 .  Ketch a fellah an '  take him down tub de j udge . I f  it ' s so an ' dat he 
has some friends an '  dey kin git to him an '  kin give him somep in tuh he ' p  ' i� 
sel f . I f  dey do , why dey s ends out tuh de drug s to ' an ' buys ' em 15 cents o f  
incense .  Yo ' kin git i t  now in small packages . It use ' ly cos t  yo ' 2 5  an ' 30 

CANDLE - WHITE - BURN BEFORE SUNRISE AND AT SUNSET 
MAKE WISH - SAY THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 9 TIMES 
HOLD SILVER DIME IN MOUTH - BURN SALT - RED PEPPER 
AND INCENSE - WITH A LITTLE TASTE OF SUGAR IN IT 
INCENSE IS FOR LUCK AND SUCCESS  
RED PEPPER AND SALT KILLS AL L  EVIL SP IRITS 
SALT UNUSED MUST NOT BE USED FOR ANYTHING ELSE 
THROW REMAINING SALT IN RUNNING WATER 
NOT LOOKING BACK - [A COMPLICATED RITE BY EXPERT ] 

c ents . Git ' im some incense 
an ' gi t  ' im · some cayenne 
peppah .  Lak yo ' got a 
friend some place dat chew 
wanta be good to ' em . Git 
dat cayenne peppah an ' dat 
incense an ' ' b out half of 
a teaspoon fullah salt . 
Take a silver [ dime ] an ' 
put it in yore mouth , an ' 
when yo ' lay dat undah yore 

tongue to yore mouth , why yo ' goes back an ' read de 23rd Psalms . Dat says , De 
Lord is mah shepherd. Ah sha zt not want. Well , yo ' repeats dat nine t imes . 
An '  when de j udge calls yo ' ,  yo ' take dat peppah an ' holds i t  in yore han ' , when 
he call yore name , an ' rubs i t .  Yo ' hol '  dat in yore han ' rub s it . An '  evah 
time de j udge says somepin , yo ' mashes [ squeezes ] yore dime an ' s till rub s yore 
peppah .  An '  when yo '  do ' gin [begin] tuh think dat he ' s  git tin ' really rough wit 
chew , yo ' takes an ' yo ' b rushes yore han ' lak dat . Well , de fellah dat is c lost 
tuh yo ' is goin ' burn a candle on yo ' .  When yore trial begin tuh come , yo ' burns 
dat candle , once in de mawnin ' befo ' de sunrise , an ' in de evenin ' j es '  as de sun 
go down . An '  whatevah i t  i s , yo ' see , yo ' makes dis wish ' cuz yo ' know at de 
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same time dat chew humin ' dis candle , yo ' burnin ' it fo ' ' im .  
Well , if  h e  don ' turn a-loose , he ' ll make it easy fo ' ' im .  Prob ' ly he won ' t 

git no time an ' if he do , he may git a light fine . 
(What color candle do you burn? ) 
Yo ' burns a perfect white candle . 
(What do you do with that incense that you bought . What happens to that ? )  
D e  incens e is fo ' d e  luck an ' yore success . D e  red peppah an ' salt kills all 

evil spirits . Dat keeps de j udge from believin ' hard witness ag ' ins t chew. 
(Where is that incense burned ? Is i t  burned or what?  Who burns it ? )  
Yas suh , i t ' s  tuh burn .  De one dat burns d e  candle burns d e  incense , a t  home 

with de little tas te of sugah in it . An ' de peppah is on de stove . Yo ' have tuh 
burn i t , yo ' know , fo ' it ' s  somepin ho t .  An' dat salt , he has hit himself . But 
no one cain ' t use no salt outa dat box fo ' nuthin else but j es '  fo ' his use . An '  
aftah h e  git out , he takes d e  salt an ' take it  tuh d e  rivah an '  throw i t  in run
nin ' watah . Dat throws away all his t rouble . 

(He only throws away the salt ? )  
Yassuh , aftah he git out . Why he comin ' out . Well , he goes ovah an ' throw 

dat salt in de rivah an ' don ' even look back .  His bad luck is gone . Jes ' pitch 
it in dere an ' walk on off . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 3 7 ) , 2 7 75 : 9 . ] 

9000 . If  yo ' know de j udge ' s name . Yo ' know ' is name ? Two days ' fo '  yuh 
is gain ' tuh court - two days ' fo '  yuh go dere • • •  

(Yes ? )  
Lis ten me well now. Two days ' fo '  yuh go dere , yuh know ' is name . Put ' em 

tuhgethah. Yuh puts some cinnamon an ' sugah in a saucah , an ' put ' is name undah 

CANDLE - WHITE - CINNAMON AND SUGAR - IN SAUCER 
JUDGE ' S NAME AND YOURS UNDER SAUCER 

TWO DAYS BEFORE COURT LIGHT CANDLE - LET IT BURN 

dat saucah . Dat ' s  tuh sweeten 
' im up , yuh an ' ' im .  Dat ' s 
right . 
(That ' s  all you have to do ? )  
Dat ' s  all yuh do . Jis ' git 

' is name an ' yuh name tuhgethah , an '  put de cinnamon an ' sugah , an ' put it  in a 
saucah an ' put de candle on top ' is name , undah dat saucah on de table . 

(What kind o f  candle do you put on that saucer ? )  
A b lack - ah , ah whi te candle . 
(White candle . )  
Plain white candle . 
(I see . ) 
All yuh gotta do . [New Orleans , La . ,  (877 ) , 1439 : 6 . ] 
9001 . Uses de Bible on dat .  Ah uses - take de 1 3  chaptah o f  Ezekiel [ for ] 

dat , but ah takes i t  backwards , read it backwards .  Aftah when ah read i t  back
wards an '  sit down an ' write 

CANDLES TWO - DOCTOR READS EZEKIEL 13 BACKWARDS 
WRITES CLIENT ' S NAME - CRIME - FORTUNE 

FOLDS - GIVES TO CLIENT - " GO  AN '  AH GO WIT CHEW" 

chure name , yore crime dat 
chew committed , an' yore luck 
[ fortune ] , all onto hit . S ee. 
Fold it up an ' give to yo ' an' 

sent yo ' tuh court say , "Go an ' ah ' ll go wit chew. " Yo ' go tuh co ' t  at nine 
' clock . Ah ' m  gain ' be workin ' directly fo ' yuh at nine ' clock through de Bible , 
an ' light two candles .  On dese candles ah have j udge ' s name an ' yore name . De 
candles is  a wax candle . Lights a black candle . An '  ah would have ' em white an ' 
colored - all , tuh git a very low sentence an ' a lot of ' em would git loo se . 

(Where do you buy these candles ? ) 
Ah orders all of  mine from Kings ton , Jamaica . 
(Kingston ,  Jamaica - I see . What is the name o f  the firm down there? )  
Peterburg Factory - Peelburg , Pillsburg . Dat ' s  where ah orders all mine , dese 
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candles from. [ Savannah , Ga . , (5 38) , 657 : 3 . ]  
900 2 .  Well , if  de individual is in de courthouse - yo ' know dat simple rock 

candy - dat ro ck candy if yo ' can get it , to get to de individual dat is locked 
up in j ail , having ' im overnight to put dat rock candy all around de bunk dat he 
s leeps in or de bed . See . Taking some o f  dis perfume dey call Coty ' s .  

CANDY - ROCK CANDY - SCATTER ABOUT JAIL BUNK 
NIGHT BEFORE TRIAL - NEXT MORNING - PUT ON 
UNDERCLOTHES WRONGSIDE OUT - DRESS SELF WITH 
COTY ' S PERFUME - BE ACQUITED WITHIN 3 HOURS 

( Co ty ' s ,  yes . [ I  spell the word ! ] 
C-o-t-y ? )  
Ab solutely . 
[ In other words , do not use a 
cheap perfume , use a well-known 
brand . ]  
Saturating his underclothes well 
with it - shir t also . Next mawn

in ' put t in '  on de c lo thes on de wrongside - shirt also . In three hours he will 
be acquitted from de case . 

( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1447 : 6 . ] 
900 3 .  [ The following two remarkable s tories in numbers 9004 and 9005 , - both 

s tories about a disappearing b lack cat , complement each other and should b e  read 
in the o rder lis ted here . The fir s t  s tory is a s econd-hand account , a valuable 
one , the one that was floating about in the air . Then by sheer luck I found the 

CAT - BLACK - FREES MURDERER 
MURDERER FROM ST . PETERSBURG 
CONSULTS DOCTOR IN CHARLESTON 

actual man , the man o f  the s tory , and persuaded 
him to relate his personal account of what hap
pened . For thi s , read following 9004 . ] 
Dere was boy heah [ S t . P et ersburg , Fla . ] killed 
a fellah ' bout fo ' yeahs ago [ 1935 ] , shot ' im  

peepin ' in de window . He was peepin ' in de window wat ching fo ' s omepin an ' he 
shot  through de window an ' killed dis fellah an ' put ' im in de car [ automobile ] . 
He didn ' t think he was dead . An '  he carried ' im out heah on a lot an ' throwed 
' im off , aftah he found out he was dead . An ' he went up heah to Charleston ,  S .  
Carolina . He may have went t o  dis same man mah uncle went tuh , ah don ' t  know . 
But it  was done about fo ' yeahs ago , an ' dey said he went dere . Ah did know de 
fellah ' s [ killer ' s ]  name . Some of  dese boys out heah [waiting to be interviewed] 
probably do know dat fellah ' s name . But anyhow , he went dere [ to Charles ton ] an '  
he talked wit dis man [ doator ] an'  he tole ' im how it was .  De man charged ' im  
five dollahs . Says , "Yo ' gimme five dollahs an ' yo '  kin go right on back to  St .  
P etersburg . "  He says , "Don ' t g o  an ' give up but drive round wit yore car" - he 
had de same car an ' ever ' thing - " an '  let de officah ' res t  yo ' . "  He [ killer] 
s aid de man put a black cat in his [killer ' s ] auto - a real black cat d idn ' t  have 
a whi te spot on ' im .  He said , "When dis cat j ump out , yo ' j es '  go ' head . Don ' 
yo ' put ' im out , le t 1 im j ump out . "  Winnie Miles ! Dat ' s de negro ' s  name . 

He says - Winnie tole me , me an ' Winnie is good frens , he says , "We driv ' bo\tt 
40 miles outa Columb ia [Winnie was pass ing through Columb ia ,  South Carolina , on 
his way home to S t .  Petersburg ] an ' dat cat layin ' dere . An '  directly ah looked 
round , de cat was gone . "  An ' he come on to St . Petersburg . An '  he druv all 
around an ' dey ' rest  ' im on [ Something ] Drive , dat was ' fore it  was built up , up 
heah . 

An '  dey ' res ted ' im an ' carried ' im down dere , an ' dey carried ' im tuh Clear
water an ' he come clear . Dey turned ' im loose . He says dere ' s  somepin to dat 
man [ the doator ] . He didn ' t tell  me de ole man ' s  name but dat he he ' ped [ helped] 
' im. 

(Was his name Buz zard? ) 
Ah ' ve heard of  Dr . Buz zard but it wasn ' t Buzzard . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

( 1008) , 1633 : 6 . ] 
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9004 . [Logically the story within this number follows the preced ing one , and 
for continuity both should be  read in that order . ]  

Ah went tub a hoodOo WoPkah s ometime ago in Ca ' lina [ South Carolina ] . Ah was 
intuh a lotta [ trouble ] . Ah d idn ' t  know j es '  what dey did wit it , but dey tole 

CAT - BLACK - GIVEN TO MAN FROM ST . PETERSBURG 
BY HOODOO WORKER IN CHARLESTON - DOCTOR FIRST 
GAVE CLIENT LITTLE BAG [A HAND ] TO BE FED 
EVERY NIGHT AT 7 BY POURING ON [FEEDING ] IT 
HEARTS PERFUME - HE ALSO PUT INTO CLIENT 'S:LEFT 
ARM A BLACK CAT TO BE HELD FOR 20 MILES WHERE 
AT A CROSSROADS CAT WOULD SUDDENLY DISAPPEAR 
FOR THE TRIAL BACK IN FLORIDA - CLIENT WAS 
GIVEN SULPHUR AND 12 GOLDEYE NEEDLES - THESE 
3 MORNINGS BEFORE TRIAL - HE WOULD WEAR 6 ON 
EACH S IDE OF HIS UNDERCLOTHES WRONGSIDE OUT 
POINTS DOWN TO EARTH - SULPHUR IN CLOTHES 

me . 
Dey giveded me a b lack cat .  Ah 
was drivin ' a Ford car an ' dey 
tole me when ah git to two 
fo ' ks [ forks ] o f  de road , de 
cat would be gone , tuh come on 
back home . Ah didn ' t  wants 
tuh come back , ah was ' £raid 
of de law ; but he insisted on 
me tub come back , dat evah ' 
thin ' would b e  all r ight . Ah 
come on an '  when ah go t tuh de 
two fo ' ks of  de road , why dis 
cat disappeahed from me . An '  

dat cat disappeah an ' ah don ' t know where de cat did go . Well , anyway ah come 
back an '  he tole me - dat was in de month of July - an ' he t ole dey would have 
mah trial on de 9 th day o f  Novembah ,  which was purtty much tuh three months . 

He tole me dat dey would set i t  fo ' de ninth day but it  would be  a mistrial . 
He was goin ' make ' em be a mistrial . An '  he giveded [me ] s ome sulphuh an ' he 
giveded me twelve [ 12 ]  goldeye need les , an '  he tole me tuh weah mah garment tuh 
mah skin turned wrongside out three mawnin ' s .  

(Three mornings when? )  
Three mawnin ' s  befo ' de trial . An '  pin dose needles , six o f  ' em tuh each s ide 

wit de points turned tuhwards de earth , an ' ah would b e  all right . Well , ah did 
so . So  ah was all right . 

(Well , when you went to see this man , how did [ the subj ect o f ]  that black cat 
happen to  come up ? Jus t  try to remember when you went there , what he said to 
you . ) 

Well , when ah firs t - he giveded me a b ag ,  a li ' le bag tuh tote . Tole me tuh 
git a bottle of perfume , o f  HeaPts Perfume an '  po ' a li ' le on it , p o '  it on it 
' b out seven ' clock dat night . Evah evenin ' about seven ' clo ck ah mus t  dress it . 

An '  he cal leded dis cat tuh me an ' he g inen [ g iven] it tuh me . He s ont dis cat 
wit me . He tole me dat he wasn ' t  worryin ' but he was gonna s end somepin wit me . 
An '  he tole dat when it git tub de fo ' k  [ fork ] of  de road - aftah goin ' about 
twenty miles , he said , he ' ll come back . He ' ll be back here . An '  so ah did care 
[carry ] dis cat about twenty miles . 

(How did you carry it ? )  
In mah left ahm. He giveded i t  tuh me in mah left ahm [ arm] . 
(He told you to hold this cat in your le f t  arm? ) 
Dat ' s  right , in mah left ahm. An '  ah cared [ carried ] it about twenty miles 

an' i t disappeahed . 
(Were you walking or riding ? )  
Ah was ridin ' . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (998) , 1615 : 2 . ]  
9005 . Heard o f  ' em say yo ' take a b lack cat ,  yo ' know , an '  kill ' im an ' put 

' im up on de do ' . Say yo ' cain ' t s tay dere . Nail him up on de do ' , say yo '  
can ' t stay dere . 

CAT - BLACK (Well , I would see 
NAILED OVER DOOR No , dey fix so yo ' 

dere . Ovah de do ' 

them if they did that , wouldn ' t  I ? )  
couldn ' t s ee ,  yo ' wouldn ' t  know i t  wuz 
or on de do ' , ah disremembah . [Fayette-
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ville , N .  Car . , (1417) , 2550 : 11 . ] 
9006 . Yo ' got a case yo ' know. If  a person has got a case in co ' t ,  yo ' use 

a black hen aig , de yellah of a black hen aig . Have tuh throw de white away an ' 

CHICKEN - EGG OF BLACK - WITH YOLK AND RUM 
MAKE PILLS FOR A COURT CASE 

BOIL BLACK CHICKEN EGG - TAKE TO PRISONER 
LET HIM HOLD IT IN HIS HAND 

use de yellah . Take some rum an ' 
[ this egg yolk and ] make pills an ' 
give ' em.  Dat ' s  all ah ' ve evah 
seen ' em do wit dat . [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , (1377 ) , 244 7 : 2 . ] 
9007 . De aig is a lucky aig in de 
line if  yo ' in trouble an ' if  any-
body wants tuh git  chew outa trouble. 

Well , dey take a black chicken aig an ' boil it an ' carry i t tuh yo ' while yo ' in 
j ail , an ' let chew j e s ' keep dat aig in yore han ' parta de time . Jes ' lak yo ' 
says , "Ah ' m  gon ' a  eat dis aig , "  but yo ' nevah would eat it . Jes ' do dat way . 
An '  fin ' ly yo ' ll git outa j ai l .  [Algiers , La . , (1575 ) , 2899 . ] 

9008 . Dey say dat yo ' could take a aig from a b lack hen an ' if yo ' in any 
kinda trouble or wanta git out ,  an ' yo ' bus t  it  up ovah yore do '  or eithah j es ' 

AGAINST YOUR DOOR OR GATEPOST OR PLACE OF TRIAL 
BURST BLACK HEN EGG TO ESCAPE CONVICTION 

on a gat epos t . Jes ' lak dat 
yo ' could even go tuh de place 
where , where yo ' are tuh be 
tried at , an ' bust  it up on 

dere . Dey say dat yo ' would come clear . [ In this rite and the two preceding , 
we must remember that intention , though unexpres sed , is the magic power . The 
following ri te expresses the intention . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (138 0) , 24 51 : 7 . ] 

LET SOMEONE BEFORE TRIAL BREAK FRESH EGG 
AGAINST COURTHOUSE TELLING EGG WHAT TO DO 

9009 . Why he ' ll j es '  take a fresh 
aig an ' when he go tuh co ' t , one o f  
his people kin j es '  carry d i s  aig 
an ' j es '  bust it up on de co ' thous e ,  

an ' t ell it whut dey want i t  tuh do . 
Car . , (1363) , 2405 : 2 . ] 

Why i t  will come all right . [ Sumter , S .  

9010 . Yo ' take dis aig , a black hen ' s 
goin ' tuh be , an ' throw dis aig ' cross  de 

aig , an ' yo ' go tuh wherevah de trial ' s  
co ' thouse o r  j ailhouse ,  whatsomevah it 

BEFORE TRIAL LET SOMEONE SLING FRESH EGG 
AGAINST COURTHOUSE - TELLING EGG WHAT TO DO 

is . Throw it ' cross dat . Dey say 
dat ' s  O . K .  
(That settles the case . ) 
Yo ' done contro l ' em ,  yo ' see , an '  

dey throw d e  case out . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2516 : 13 . ] 
9011 . An '  anothah thing , j es '  lak yo ' got somep in in co ' t ,  yo ' kin take a aig 

an '  throw i t  on de side of  de co ' t when it is on [during the trial ] , an ' j es '  one 

WHILE SUIT IS TRIED - HAVE SOMEONE THROW EGG 
AGAINST OUTSIDE WALL OF COURTROOM - SAYING 
AH HOPE TUH GOD - CALL PLAINTIFF ' S  NAME - DAT 
DEY WILL THROW DIS OUTA CO 'T - IN DE NAME OF 
DE FATHER - [ SON OMITTED ] - AN '  DE HOLY GHOST 

time . An '  throw it up dere , an' 
call de person name dat chew had 
fuss wit an ' dey have sue yo ' ,  
yo ' say , "Ah hope tuh God , "  call 
her by name , "dat dey will throw 
dis outa co ' t ,  In de Name of de 
Father , [ omit ted and the Son ]  an '  

de Ho Zy Ghos t , "  an ' throw it up dere on de co ' thous e an ' let it j es '  s cattah .  
(And that p erson will b e  dismissed . They won ' t b e  put in j ail . ) [ Fayet te

ville , N .  Car . , ( 1424 ) , 2569 : 11 . ] 
9012 . Now, yo ' go in ' tuh handle a case in co ' t . Whut chew wan ta do , yo ' goes 

anywhere dat anybody is go t  any ro tten aigs . An '  i f  yo ' kin find out de j udge ' s  
name , yo ' wri tes de name on it , an ' let dat be j es '  befo ' de case come off - yo ' 
undahstand , b efo ' han ' , when yo ' write ' is name on it . An ' j e s ' lak if yo ' got 
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somebody dat ' s  goin '  be tried dere tuhday , yo ' j es '  take it an ' throw it up on 
de co ' thouse an ' let it  bust an ' run down - whensomevah dey git ready tuh be 
tried . Dey mo ' den apt tuh come cleah . [ Fayet teville , N. Car . , (1450) , 2631 : 4 . ] 

901 3 .  Take lak mah brothah wuz in j ail fo ' makin ' whiskey . Ah '  m j es ' sa yin ' 
dis . Well , ah go tuh a [ ho odoo ] man an ' tell ' im - go an ' j es '  t ake de case tuh 

NAMES OF SHERIFF - COURT CLERK - ACCUSED 
WRITE ON EGG - THROW AGAINST OUTS IDE OF COURTROOM 

him. An '  he ask whut sheriff 
caught him. Well , yo ' give 
him de sheriff ' s  name . An ' 

lak de recordah , yo ' tell ' im 
where de recorder works . Well , he say ,  "When dey goin ' have him tried ? "  

Yo ' say ,  "Dey might have i t  ' bout Wednesday , Monday or Wednesday . "  
Says , "Well ,  ah does it fo ' five dollahs . "  
Yo ' pay ' im five dollahs , an ' he say , "Take a aig an '  write dis one ' s  name on 

it , who in trouble . Write his name on it an '  de sheriff ' s  name who cause it . 
Write an '  j es ' makes a lis t ,  yo ' know , de clerk of  de co ' t ,  an ' write all dose 
name on dere . An' go right roun ' de co ' thouse an '  throw it ' cross de co ' thouse , 
an '  it ' ll  bus t on dere , if  yo ' throw i t  hard enuff tub throw it ' cross de co ' t
house , or bust on top o f  de co ' thouse . If  yo ' cain ' t throw it  up dat high , throw 
it high up on dere as yo ' kin , j es '  ' gins t de co ' troom wherevah dey ' s  goin ' have 
de trial at . An '  he ' ll tell yo ' , say , "Ah carry i t  clean out . " Yo ' know , ah 
carry , bring ' em out , de sheriff or nobody . I f  dey can ' t clear yo ' ,  dey git chew 
a s tay. [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1436 ) , 2602 : 1 . ] 

9 014 . Well , ah heard dat chew kin git chew a b lack hen aig , see , an '  carry it 
home an ' boil it . But yo ' have tuh go tuh de graveyard fo ' dat . Yo ' have tuh go 

HAND DOWN TO ELBOW - INTO HEAD OF GRAVE - THIS 
DIRT BOIL WITH BLACK HEN EGG - GIVE TO PRISONER 
LET HIM DROP IT ON FLOOR OF JAIL OR COURTROOM 

tuh de graveyard an ' dig down 
in dere by de person ' s  haid 
where he was buried , up tuh 
yore elbows , yo ' know, an ' git 
a handful of dust an ' come back , 

an '  put it  intuh dis pot  what chew boil dat aig in . Put dat dirt dataway an ' den 
take de aig an ' carry it on up tuh de co ' thouse . Jes ' lak yo ' de one wants tuh 
git out an '  ah s lip yo ' de aig , an '  yo ' carries dat dere wit chew. Den yo ' j es '  
let it drop somewhere on de floor an ' bus t it , an ' dat ' ll help yo ' tuh git a 
light fine . Sometime it cleahs yo ' .  [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1136) , 1848 : 6 . ] 

9015 . [Thi s  is an unusual religious rite , my only example o f  the Saored Host 
ever being mentioned . One would expect this to happen in New Orleans , not at 

EGG OF BLACK CHICKEN - D�SS BY WRITING ON IT 
12 APOSTLES NAMES AND BY DE HOST ' S  MIGHT HELP 
'BREAK EGG WHERE 10 COURT-CONCERNED MEN WALK OVER 

Sumter , S .  Car . Or is in
formant referring t o  the Lord ' s  
host or hosts , the angels ? ]  
Said if a man wuz in j ail an ' 
he ' s want some he ' p  [help ] -

if a man an '  his friend dat know him an ' he had a great habit dat might be tuh 
his relief , git de aig dat is laid , de aig dat is laid from a b lack hen . Dey 
[aust b e ]  d:Pessed. Writ e  de name o f  de twelve apos tles , yes ,  an ' 1 1b e  de Host ' s  
mghty help , "  an ' carry it - have him s ide face [ face s ideways ] [ and pray ]  dat 
God would he ' p dat aig an ' de twelve apostles dat dey name was written on dat 
aig [would help also ] , yo ' understan '  - to he ' p  de friend tub come out of his 
�roub le , don ' t chew unders tan ' . 

(What would they do with that egg , then? ) 
Carry i t  b efo ' - wai t ,  lak , fo ' ten mens tuh come ' long an ' break it dat dey 

mght walk ovah i t .  
· 

[ I do not unders tand waiting for ten mens tuh oome ' Long. Does the waiter . 
bope that some of these men may be j urymen or  connected with the t rial in some 
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way? Why ten?  1 
(That will ge t him out o f  j ail . ) 
9016 . Well , dere wus a guy roun ' 

so ah ' d go t in a li ' le trouble .  An ' 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (13 7 5 ) , 2437 : 6 . ] 
heah dat supposed tuh b een a wise man. An '  
mah wife she went t uh  ' im tuh see could he 

INFORMANT JAILED - WIFE VISITS WISE MAN FOR HELP 
HE GAVE HER TO KEEP - RED ONION FULL OF P INS 
ALSO 2 DRESSED EGGS - THROW ONE AGAINST JAIL 
COMING IN - DROP OTHER GOING UP THE STAIRS 

he ' p  ' er .  Well , he claimed 
tuh he ' p  ' er .  He give her a 
red onion dat wus fulla 
s traight pins , fo ' her tuh 
keep . 
[ A  number o f  examples of the 

term wise man occur in Hoodoo as a synonym for witaharafter , herb doctor , hoodoo. 
healer , two-head , etc . This word , old in English , is familiar to use from wise 
men from the Eas t (Matt . 2 : 1) King James Version ; but translated by the New 
English Version as as tro logers . ] 

(For your wife to keep? ) 
An '  he give her a couple of  aigs to bring to de j ail where ah wus , an ' when 

she start up de stairs , to drop one an '  bus t it . An ' in de way of  comin ' in , 
take one an ' throw up agains t de s ide o f  de j ail , but how i t  wus fixed ah do not 
know - how it wus dressed. [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1286) , 2182 : 16 . ] 

FRIZZLY CHICKEN EGG - WRITE ON IT INCANTATION 
WRD DEPART CHEW FROM DAT TROUBLE - HOLDING EGG 
CIRCUMAMBULATE COURTHOUSE 3 TIMES - BREAK AGAINST 

· 9017 . (You do what ? )  
Dey take a frizzly aig from a 
frizzly chicken . [For friz
z ly ahiaken, see Doctor Friz
zly , p . 59f . and els ewhere. ] 

Yes , an '  write on dat aig an ' go roun ' de co ' thouse three t ime an ' throw it on 
dere , an ' if yo ' got anybody in prison , dey will come out . 

(What do you wri te on that egg? ) 
"Lord depart chew · from dat troub l e . " 
(Then you throw i t  on that courthouse . )  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (144 3 ) , 

2614 : 4 . ] 
9018 . If yo ' git in trouble , see if  yo ' in troub le ,  in j ail , or some of  yore 

relatives in j ail , or friends an ' dey want out . Well , yo ' kin take three aigs , 
right  fresh aigs - see , right from de henhous e .  See , not cold storage aigs . An '  

3 FRESH EGGS - ON THEM WRITE THE NAMES OF  
JUDGE AND MAN WHO ARRESTED YOU - IF FREE 
BREAK EGGS AGAINST JAIL - IF YOU ARE IN JAIL 
HAVE SOMEONE BRING 3 EGGS - LAY THEM AGAINST 
CELL WALL WITH INCANTATION IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

take an ' write - yo ' know de 
j udge dat ' s  goin ' try yuh , put 
his name on de aig . 
(On j us t  one egg ? )  
No , on de three aigs . Put his 
name on de three aigs , de j udge ' s 
name . Yo ' know he ' s  goin ' try 

yuh .  An ' de man dat caught chew , goin ' up on de stand against yo ' ,  see , yo ' put 
his name down on de aig . All right . Den yo ' take dat aig an ' chunk it up on de 
top of de buildin ' . I f  yo ' can ' t  git a chance tuh chunk it  up on de top of de 
buildin ' , i f  yo ' s  in j ail , send out s omeone an ' git chew three aigs an ' j es '  in 
dis li ' le s tall [ cell ] heah , when de gang away , j es '  put it up against de wall , 
say , "Ah put dis aig up ' ginst de wall In de Name of de Father, Son an ' Ho ly 
Ghost ,  an ' ah ' ll" [ add any petit ion ] . An ' yo ' ll come out okay . [ Fayetteville ,  
N .  Car . , (1415) , 2547 : 1 . ]  

9019 . In a lawsuit , dey s ay dey uses a fresh aig . Af tah dey go ahead an ' 
fin ' out de man dat ' s goin ' try yo ' ,  dey put s his name on de aigs , an ' dey puts 
dis name at de bottom an ' yore name on top . An '  dey puts de solicitor ' s  name -
ah think dey puts his name on de aigs . Dey put s de solic itor ' s  name on de aig , 
too . Dey use three aigs . An ' dey gotta go s omewhere clo se by where dey has tub 
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s its , an ' throw dem aigs up ovah de place an'  bust s  dose aigs . Oat ' s all ah been 
told . An '  make yore wishes . 

[ In English usage , a solicitor belongs to that branch o f  the legal profession 
advising clients , representing them before lower courts , and preparing cases for 
barristers who try them in the h igher courts . In American usage a solicitor is 
an officer who has charge o f  the legal business  of a city or town . ] [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (1420) , 2560 : 6 . ] 

9020 . All right , i f  yo ' got some of  yore friends in troub le an '  wants tuh git 
' em out . Prob ' ly yo ' got a purtty bad case an ' yo ' wants tuh git ' em out . Well , 
yo ' kin go tuh de graveyard at night , twelve a ' clock at night - let it be daid on 

3 EGGS - AT MIDNIGHT DIG DIRT ARM-DEEP FROM 
CENTER OF GRAVE - TIE DIRT IN CORNER OF WHITE 
HANDKERCHIEF - ADD SAGE TO DI RT SAME NI GHT 
RETIE - NEXT DAY LET PRI SONER WEAR IN SHOES 
NIGHT BEFORE TRIAL BURST 3 EGGS ON TOP OF JAIL 

de minute twelve aclock . Yo ' go 
dere at night at twelve aclock 
an ' yo '  run yore arm down in de 
graveyard as fur as yo ' kin git 
it down dere , right in de centah 
[ a  quincunx rite ] . Yo ' git a 
han ' fulla dirt an ' yo ' take dat 

dirt an '  git chew a plain white pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef dat don ' t  have any streaks 
atall about de pocke t  han ' ke ' ch ' ef - so it ' s  plain white . An '  yo ' take dat dirt 
an '  tie it  up in de cornah de han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  puts it  in yore pocket an ' brings it 
on back. Well , yo ' bring it  back tuh de house an ' when yo ' git back tuh de house , 
yo ' git chew some s age or sompin at night . Do all dat dat night . Bring it back 
tuh de house an ' git chew some sage or sompin an '  tie it up in dere wit dis dirt 
an' yo ' takes it up in de j ail , wheresomevah dey ' s in j ail at , an ' give it  tuh 
de person an ' tell ' em tuh weah it in de bot tom of dey shoes . Wel l ,  dey weah 
dat in de bottom of dere shoes dat night . Prob ' ly dey goin ' have trial tuhmahah . 
An '  dat night b efo ' dey goin ' have de trial , yo ' have some o f  yore friends tuh go 
tuh dat co ' thouse , dat nex ' mawnin ' or dat mawnin ' befo ' day - sometime befo ' 
dey ' ll have de trial - an '  throw three aigs on topa de buildin ' . An ' be shu '  dat 
evah ' one of ' em is bus t .  I f  dey don ' t bus t , i t ' s not any good ; but chew have tuh 
be shu ' dat de aigs is bus t .  An '  le t ' em weah dat sage an '  dirt in d e  bottom o f  
dere shoes , an '  dat ' ll cleah hi t up . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1438) , 2603 : 9 . ] 

9 021 . Now , ah don ' t know whut dey do , but dere wus a man in West Florida , 
his daughtah killed a woman . Dey come f rom up heah in Georgia somewhere . An '  
he ' d  taken three hen aigs . De reason ah know how he done dis , ah wus wit ' im.  

3 EGGS CHUNKED OVER COURTHOUSE B Y  A GEORGIA DOCTOR 
HANDLING MURDER CASE AGAINST WEST FLORIDA GIRL 
FIRS T  EGG TO NORTH - AT MIDNIGHT BEFORE COURT DAY 
SECOND EGG TO WEST - AT DAYBREAK NEXT MORNING 
THIRD EGG TO EAST - AT FULL MORNING LIGHT DURING 
CONFUSION AND CROWD ATTENDING OPENING OF TRIAL 
DEY DIDN 'T  TRY 'ER - THE REASON - DOCTOR OR EGG? 

(Any kind of hen eggs? ) 
Not a duck ' s or lak dat -
j es '  hen ' s ,  chicken ' s .  
So he ' d  taken dem three 
aigs - ah don ' t  know whethah 
he cooked dem , or whethah he 
did or not . An '  ' fo '  dat 
co ' t  set , he went dere dat 
night - befo ' co ' t  settin ' 

tuhmahrah. He went dere at  twelve a ' clock an '  he chunked one of dem aigs ovah 
dat co ' thouse . He chunked dat f irs ' aig back towards de no ' t . Well , he come 
back in de mawnin '  j es '  at daylight an '  he chunked dat othah aig back ovah tuh
vards de wes t .  De mawnin ' dey carried ' is daughtah up fo ' trial , when dey called 
co ' t  tuh ordah - people all rushin ' in tuh co ' t - he throws dat othah aig out 
tuhwards de eas t .  Dey didn ' t try ' er .  

De reason ah know h e  done dese things , becuz ah wus transferrin '  ' tm  i n  mah 
car back tuh de house , but he would nevah tell me who tole ' im dis . Tell  me j es ' • • • 

(They set his daughter free . ) [Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1983 : 5 . ] 
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3 BLACK-HEN EGGS - TO WIN COURT CASE - MIDNIGHT 
TAKE THEM TO FO ' CORNAHS OF DE ROAD - CROS SROADS 
2 S INGLE DIRT ' ROADS CROS S ING FORM OUR JUNCTION 
2 E GGS BURY IN ONE CORNER IN 2 DIFFERENT ROADS 
SO THAT EGGS WILL BE BROKEN BY 2 AUTOMOBILES 
[ UNLES S  1 AUTO TURNS CORNER BREAKING BOTH EGGS ] 
S IT THERE AND WAIT UNTIL THESE AUTOS PASS YOU 
THIRD EGG TAKE HOME - WRITE ON IT WHAT TO DO 

902 2 .  I t  j es '  lak i f  yo ' 
wanta go tuh win a case . Yo ' 
take dese three black hen 
aigs an '  do de same thing . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Well , yo ' take de three aigs 
an ' go tuh de fo ' cornahs of  
de ro ad , got ta be  where dirt 
at . 
{And these three eggs are 
black hen eggs ? ) 
Black hen aigs , yeah . An '  yo ' 

j e s ' set [ demonstrates ] one heah an ' one heah - undah de sand j es ' lak dat , not 
too deep , so de automobile couldn ' t  mash it . [ Egg buried at right angle , not 
in a s traight l ine . ] Set de othah one on dis  cornah an '  _j L set one on dis cornah • • • each automobile j es '  accordin ' • · 
tuh how it ' s  [ egg is ] set , j es '  go by dese two aigs an '  ---; f--dey bus t on dat side . Den de o thah yo ' could t ake it 1 1 
an ' bring it back . Write an ' tell ' im whut chew want done . Pas s de case [ to the 
egg ] . Man go in ' be ' lectricuted . Dat goin '  bring ' im back . 

(You wri te this all on the egg .  What time d o  you g o  out t o  that cros sroad ? ) 
Yo ' b e  dere twelve on de minut e .  Yo ' s tart dis off at  three minutes tuh 

twelve . [THIS I S  A S INGLE DIRT ROAD - YOU CAN TAKE ONLY 1 OF 3] 
(At night . )  ROADS AHEAD - SET EGG IN RUT EITHE R  SIDE OF ROADS 
nat ' s  right an ' yo ' stay dere an ' watch dat j ob • • • •  [ 3 DOTS OF DIAGRAM = 
(Until the automob ile runs over it ? )  3 NAILS OR NAMES . 

Dat ' s  right . Yo ' see a man on each one of dem automob ile . [ Charles ton , 
S .  Car . , ( 519) , 6 15 : 8 . ] 

902 3 .  Yo ' know dere ' s 
name o f  it ? But it in de 

a bone in a b lack hen , a ri ght b lack hen . Whut ' s de 
ches t heah [ the wi shbone ] .  But ' yo ' kin take dat bone 

CHICKEN - A BLACK - WISHBONE - CARRY FOR JAIL 

happen to git in j ail , see , yo ' ll come out . 
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1031) , 1676 : 5 . ] 

out o f  a black hen , see an ' pull 
it apart , an ' de b igge s t  end yo ' 
keep in yo ' po cket . An ' if yo ' 

[And you can keep it ] fo ' luck . 

9024 . Ah ' m  a doator ! Now, if [you have ] a case in co ' t ,  yo ' in trouble . Yo ' 
might be in trouble fo ' bootleggin '  or transpo ' tin ' [ transporting ] likkah . Yo ' 
kin make money go tuh verk doin ' dat . 

(Yes , I would . What do you do in that case? ) 
All right , den ah ' ll aare [ carry] yuh ovah de fenae . I t ' ll take me a good 

li ' le while but ah ' ll tell yuh . Yo ' come tuh me . All right . Who ketch yuh? 
State man [ I  mean ] State Attorney ? Or de Fed ' ral ? Or de County man ? Dat ' s  
t ' ree [ three ] ain ' t  i t ?  Well , if  yo ' git de t ' ree dat ' s de foundation . Git dat . 
dat 's yore text. Keep d is in yore mind . 

Well , a Fed ' ral man ketch me . [ Doator s ays th i s  for me . ]  
Ah says , "Well , yo ' know ,  did he ketch yuh doin ' any verk? " 
Yes sir . [Doator answers for me . ]  
Ke tch yuh in de cah [ =  car = automob ile ] ? 
Yes sir . [Doator answers for me . ]  
Well , how many viskeys ? Fo ' ty [ forty] cases ! Vell , he go t chew daid tuh 

rights , ain ' t  he? 

Yeah . [Doator answers for me . ] 
Vell , one mo ' question ah gotta ast  yuh . Dat yure firs ' time or s econd time! 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3661 

Vel l ,  it de second time . [Doator answers for me . ] 
Vell , de third ques tion .  HAVE YUH GOT ANY MONEY? 
Yes . [Doator answers for me , but forgets the $ 50 I was supposed to  say ! ] 
Vell , all right , fifty . It ' ll run from $50 tuh $100 . Now , if  yuh vanta git 

cleah [ clear ] , ah ' ll cleah yuh fo ' $100 . DAT MONEY NOT BELONG TUH ME ,  DAT BELONG 

DOCTOR WASHINGTON OF CHARLESTON ON COURT CASE 
CHICKENS - 2 BLACK HENS - LEFT TOES FROM - EGG 
FROM EACH IF POS SIBLE OR 2 ORDINARY HEN EGGS 
ARRANGE TOES POINTING TOGETHER ON THE STICK 
HAVING WRAPPED THEM WITH SILK THREAD - THIS HAND 
DOCTOR GIVES TO CLIENT - ASKING FOR FIRST MONEY 
EITHER PAY OR PAY HALF AS MUCH IN INTEREST 
AFTER PAYMENT - DOCTOR CUTS TONGUE FROM SAME 
2 BLACK HENS - LAYS END TO END - WRAPS WITH S ILK 
THREAD - THIS SECOND HAND DOCTOR LETS CLIENT 
WEAR AFTER HIS RELEASE FROM COURT - UP TO THIS 
POINT CLIENT CALLS DOCTOR PAPA - I F  CLIENT FAILS 
TO PAY - DOCTOR TAKES LONGEST FEATHER FROM TAIL 
AND WING OF SAME BLACK HENS - WRAPS WITH SILK 
THREAD - THROWS INTO RIVER - CLIENT DROWNS SELF 
IF 2 HENS DIES BEFORE CLIENT ' S RELEASE FROM JAIL 
IXJCTOR MUST START AGAIN WITH 2 OTHER BLACK HENS 
CUT OFF THEIR HEADS - IN JAR - BLOW BREATH IN 
9 TIMES - SEAL UP - BURY IN YOUR BACK YARD 
WHATEVER YOU DO DON ' T  BURY IT IN A GRAVEYARD 
YOU WOULD KILL EVAH ONE OF DEM DURN OFFICAHS 

can ' t  ' spute [ dispute ]  it . Dat ' s whut ah kin do ! 

TUH DE STATE , TUB DE GOV ' MENT . 
Fer yuh tuh git out dat t ' ing , 
fo ' de second charge , it ' ll 
cos t  yuh $150 . 
[ I  do not understand doator ' s  
preceding s tatement in capital 
letters . Is he going to  pay a 
state of ficial for my release?  
For bribery o f  court , see 
No . 8994.  Does he actually be
lieve this money is going tuh 
de gov 'ment? 1 
Ah want chew tuh stay out from 
j ail . Now , if  dey don ' c leah 
yuh , don ' pay me nuthin , but 
All WAN ' CHEW TUB HAVE $ 50 IN 
YER POCKET VHEN All TAKE YUH 
DOWN TUH BROAD STREET . AN ' 

AH ' LL DO DE TALKIN 1 • YO ' KEEP 
YER MOUT ' SHET . YO ' DON ' KNOW 
NUTHIN . YO ' LL BE [MAH ]  COUSIN, 
OR MAH NEPHEW , OR MAH UNCLE , OR 
[ I ' LL BE ] YER BRATHAH. NOBODY 

Well , anyhow , i f  yo ' • • •  Ah kin make yuh talk. Ah got de tools on ' em.  Can ' t  
turn me down . AH TALK VIT DE MAN WHO GOT DE POWDAH IN ' IS HAND . 

"ALL RIGHT , All SEE" [ SAYS DE MAN WHO GOT DE POWAH IN HIS HAND] . "VELL , DOC 
[WASHINGTON ] ,  DIS IS HIS SECOND OFFENSE .  IF IT VUS DE FIRS ' OFFENSE , All COULD 
LET ' IM OFF VIT FO ' TY  TUH THIRTY DAYS , OR $50 . BUT IT ' S  HIS SECOND OFFENSE . All 
COULDN ' T  TURN ' IM ON DE STREET FER A DOLLAR LESS DEN A HUNDERD DOLLARS OR 30 DAYS. 
AH' VE TURNED PLENTY PEOPLE OUT . DAT ' S DE BOOK OR RULES . "  

Ah [Doator Washington ] got vit ' im [was ready to compromise] . All right . Ah 
haven ' t  any $ 100 . 

Ah see [ says the go-be �een] . 
[Doator Washington , not wanting to fail ] told him , all right . Vell , ve ' ll  fix 

it dataway den . Push de man an ' let ' im go . 
De man [ supposedly the author]  vhen dey call ' im tuh co ' t - co ' t  called . Gon ' a  

call dis man firs ' , yuh see , an ' j is '  git ' 1m out de vay . But chew gotta  have a 
lawyah. $150 vouldn ' t hit [ do ] . Cos t $ 200 . Or nuthin less den $175 - at cheap
eat. De lawyah wanta have $25 tuh $50 , cuz ah gotta use ' im. Ah can ' t  go befo ' 
de bah [bar ] , got no license .  But ah kin set tle or turn de t ' ing on de o thah 
side through mah friends . Vell , ah pay de $ 100 an ' turn de man loose .  Ah git 
.ah special lawyah an ' git his $25  or $ 7 5 .  

Vell , now how yo ' d o  dat ? Vatch ! De minute ah agree vit de man [go be �een? ] 
ah van t two b lack hen outs ' is yard . 

[ I finally speak for myself ! ]  
(Two black hens . )  
If he ain ' t go t ' em, yo ' [ author defendant ] buy ' em. Dey cost $10 apiece . 
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[ This was an excess ive price at the time , back in 1937  during the Great Depress
ion ! ] Bring dem two black hens tuh me . An ' whut ah take off doze hens is  de 
lef ' toe . 

{The left toe . Off each foo t ? )  
Off  each foo t . An ' den i f  dey lay , ah wan ' a  aig from dem ;  i f  dey don ' t ,  ah ' ll 

git a - use hen ' s hen aig [ egg from an ordinary hen ] cuz ah got de [ ordinary ] hen 
in de yard [ at home ] . Vell , ah cut off dat lef ' toe off . Ah could los e  dat case . 
Ah ' ll  git i t .  Dere ain ' t  doub t of  it . Don ' put nuthin on it [ the toes ] . Jis ' 
cut ' em right off . Ah put dem toes lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

[ I  describe his actions . ]  
{Put the toes on a s tick with the points of the toes sticking together - the 

gravevine . )  
[Whether this last word is gravevine or grapevine , I no longer unders tand i ts 

meaning . Evidently at the time the word had a symbolical significance . ]  
Dat ' s  right . An ' git some silk thread an ' vrap dat . Vrap it tuhgethah an ' 

den give dat guy . [ I  am a guy. ] 
VHEN All HAVE DAT VERK DONE , All VANT DAT MONEY VHUT CHEW HAVE . YO ' KIN TAKE 

MUCH AS YUH PLEASE , Bur VHEN All GIT DAT FER YUH , DERE AIN ' T  NO MO ' BUT MONEY FER 
ME ;  NOT UNLES S AH LOAN YUH FER IT [ CHARGE IT TO YOUR ACCOUNT ] AN '  ALLOW YUH TUH 
PAYS HALF AS MUCH [ IN INTEREST ! ] .  

Now , vhen yo ' come up dat neah an ' got $100 an ' got $25  fer me an ' owe me 
$25  more , ah ' ll le t chew go vit dat , but ah ' ll have yuh promis e  to come right 
down an ' pay me . Ah give yuh dat .  

All right . In 24 hours ah ' ll ketch dose hens , each one .  Dey got a sharp 
tongue , yo ' know . Cut off  j is '  about dat much of  each o f  dem tongue . 

{The tongue? Inside the mouth? )  
De tongue . Ah cut ' em off , cut ' em  right off  vit a sharp knife . Git a good 

sharp needle . Ketch ' em  [ chickens ] an ' put ' em [ tongues ] on de s idevalk , cut ' ea  
[ tongues ] off , turn de [ tongues ] ends tub end [ demonstrates ] .

· 

{You turn them and put those ends together . )  
Take dem same [ tongues and ] silk thread an ' vrap dat [ into a package ] .  Den ah 

tote dat . Ah tote dat an ' ah talks tub de man [ client ] on de s treet . An ' vhen 
ah meets ' im on de street , ah turns dat back tub ' im . Den he got all rule . Un
til ah turn dat back tub ' im ,  he done call me pahp ' [ papa ] . [The latter sounds 
like a Cuban element . ]  

{He has to tote both o f  these things , the toes and the tongues , but he hasn ' t 
all the power until you give him b o th of  them. And you don ' t give him these 
tongues until he is out on the s treet . ) 

Dat ' s  i t .  Don ' t  give him dat tongue until dey p ut ' im on d e  s treet . Dey 
[ the �ongues ] send ' im back [ to the street , free him] . 

Now den he kin owe me $25 . Here ' s  vhut vill happen . All TELL ME DE TRUTH 
ABOUT DE THINGS . AH ' M  BUS INES S MAKIN ' NOW. Ah kin give ' im dat tongue [ the 2 
tongues wrapped together are one ] . Dat ' s de tongue he go in ' tuh talk vit more 
den ah got now.  Nuthin but a tongue-racket [ tongue-hand] den . But ' is tongue -
vit ' is way - he kin go ahaid vit it [ this tongue used as a hand] . Ah ' m  not 
gonna vorry . An '  if he don ' t pay dat money , in de length of  time he said he ' d 
give me satis faction , [ ah ]  goes back tub dat same hen [ the hens that lo st their 
tongues ] an '  gits de longes t  feathahs anywheres in de long side of de tail . Turn 
dem dataway [ demons trates ] . 

{The longes t feather in the wing and the longest feather in the tail and put 
them together . )  

An '  put dem tuhgethah an ' vrap dat same [ thread ] from dat same ball o f  s ilk 
t ' read . An '  care [ carries ] dem tub de rivah an '  t ' row ' em de vay vhere de vatah 
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goes [ throw downstream] . An' he go dere right away [ j ump in and drowns ] .  
(But they pay you as a rule ? )  

Yes , ah ' ll keep de hen an '  de hen gi ts fat , an ' ah vait t ill ah gits paid , 
paid off . Dere yo ' are . 

(You keep these two hens in your home ? ) 
In mah home , right in mah yard , takes care of ' em. Now , vhen ah cut doze 

toes - mind j oo ,  vhen yo '  cut doze toes an ' dat hen ' s daid [ that is , if the hen 
dies ] , yo ' got de devi Zs o Ze time tuh beat dat case . De only vay dat chew kin 
figure it den is one more jump tuh go on. Doub le right back on ' em quick as yo ' 
kin . Cal ls on anothah one . He ' s  [ the contact man ? ]  de one did it . [ Get another 
contact man . 1 Have de case "go over till next veek , "  in time tuh git ' em back , 
vhen yo ' have tuh take ' em tuh co ' t ,  go tuh [ the j udge ] . Go tuh do it in fifteen 
minutes , git dere an ' put ' em o ff .  An '  vhen yo ' cut ' em off [ stop proceedings ] ,  
den yo ' put dat [ everything from the chickens ]  in [ a ]  j ah [j ar] an ' b low [your 
breath on] ' em nine times . S crew ' em up [ in the j ar ] . Ah clean it up [ start all 
over again] cuz dere haids go [ the chickens lose their heads ] lak dat [ demon
strates ] . [ In ]  case yo ' missed [with ] de firs ' ones [ chickens ] ,  gotta go back 
an '  git - quick an ' ketch two mo '  hens . Do it quick , an ' dese hens - an ' yo ' 
vork on i t .  Okay . 

(Well , what did you do wi th that j ar ,  after you screwed these • • •  ? )  
Ah take dat j ah an ' dig a hole an ' bury i t  in i t  [ a  grave ] .  Dig a deep hole 

down tuh de elbow . Now , DON ' BREAK DAT JAH OR NUTHIN , dat be  de second t ime . 
Listen good , now. AH DON '  WAN ' CHEW TUH KILL OR HURT NOBODY . Dat s econd time 
don ' care dat j ah tuh de graveyard . Yo ' care dat j ah an ' bury it in de back of 
yer yard . IF YO ' CARE DAT JAH TUH DE GRAVEYARD , EVAH ONE OF DEM DURN OFFICAHS 
[ CONNECTED WITH THE COURT ] WILL DIE . 

(All the o fficers ? ) 
[Am I awed o r  incredulous ? )  

Yo ' don ' care i t  tuh co ' t  eithah. 
ton) , 564 : 4 . ] 

[ Charles ton ,  s .  Car . , (509 , Doetor Washing-

9 025 . That same woman I ' m telling you about now , she was making whiskey and 
they had her up in Bowling Green [ Va . ]  Court . She went there and she got a four

CLOVER - FOUR-LEAF - IN LEFT POCKET - WI SH 
leaf clover and put it in her left 
pocket , and made a wish to  get clear , 
and went to the court and they dis

missed it . The power that was in the four-leaf clover and her wishes and her 
power banished the court . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , cylinder 44 , by Ediphone . ] 

9026 . Ah heered dem say , if yo ' be in trouble or anything , why [here is ] 
whut dey do . Jes ' lak i f yo ' had a lawsuit yo ' know, in co ' t ,  sompin lak dat , 
yo ' kin git chew a package of  needles dat ain ' t nevah been used , an '  s tick ' em 
s traight up - stick two s traight up dis way , dis way [ demonstrates ] . 

CROSSES : CROSS 2 NEW NEEDLES IN HAIR - 2 MORE 
ON BREAST - WITH CHALK MAKE CROSS MARK UNDER 
BOTTOM ON RIGHT FOOT - YOU WILL WIN IN COURT 

( In your hair . ) 
Yes sir . Cross , cro ss ' em. An ' 
den take two an ' s t ick ' em ' cros s 
de same way right chere . 
(Over your breas t . )  
Yes sir . An '  take a piece o f  
chalk an ' cross undah yore right 

feet - make a cros s undah dere . An '  put a dime in de bot tom of yore shoe in dat 
[ chalk] cross an ' wear it . An' dey say yo ' ll win . 

(How many needles do you use now? ) 
Say yo ' use two up heah an ' two heah . S ee ,  dat would be fo ' . An ' yo ' j es '  

take a chalk an ' cro s s  undah yore feet an ' wear dat dime undah dere . 
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(You cro s s  two needles up here in your hair and you cross two down on your 
b reast ? )  

Yes . 
9027 . 

kno t s .  

[Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (1081) , 1750 : 9 . ] 
Well , this  devil ' s-shoestring , yo ' take dat 

An '  as yo ' carry i t  ovah an ' tie i t , yo ' look 

DEVIL ' S- SHOESTRING - MAKE LOOP WITH - LOOK THROUGH 
TOWARDS SUN - ASKING IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
TO DO SOMETHING FOR YOU - DON 'T LET 'EM SENTENCE ME 
LET DE CASE GO OVER - LET 1EM GIVE ME A CHANCE 
DO THIS 3 TIMES - MAKING 3 LOOPS - LOOKING THROUGH 
THEM 3 TIMES AT SUN - TYING 3 KNOTS - PUT IN MOUTH 
AND CHEW IN COURT - PRAYING LORD TO ASSIST YOU 

an ' yo ' t ie it in three 
through it [ the open loop 
be fore tying ] an '  yo ' say 
sompin In de Name of de 
Lord. Ask de Lord tuh do 
sompin fo ' yo ' , j es '  whut
somevah yuh want him tuh 
do fo ' yo ' ,  see . An '  yo ' 
t ie dat three times [make 
3 knots in the loop ] . An '  
evah time yo ' t ie dat three 

t ime ,  yo ' hold it up an ' look towards de sun , see , an '  ask de Lord tuh do sompin 
fo ' yo ' - whutsomevah , j es '  lak yo ' in co ' t , say , "Don ' t let ' em  sentence me , let 
de case go ovah , "  or "Let ' em give me a chance , "  or sompin lak dat . Dey three 
things dat chew ast dem ; dif f ' ren ' , see .  Evah time in tyin '  dis devil ' s-shoe
string an ' dis [ knot ? ] yo ' puts dat in yo ' mouth an ' yo ' chew it . An '  de whole 
while yo ' chewin ' dat root , yo ' go t de co ' t  on yore mind an ' de Lord , askin ' 
Him in yo re mind tuh do sompin fo ' yuh .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (12 28) , 2086 : 5 . ] 

9028 . [This rite could also have been indexed under m�ny b Zowing breath ex
amples in Hoodoo. ] 

Yo ' take dirt daubah nes t .  
kin b e  in j ai l  an ' yo ' kin gi t 

Yo ' kin be  in j ail . Ah ' ve done done dis . Yo ' 
chew a piece o f  dirt daubah nest , but don ' t let 

it  fall . [This is one of  
DIRT DAUBER NEST - DON ' T  LET IT FALL TOUCHING those don ' t-let-it- touch-the-
GROUND - GET THE NEST YOURSELF - MIX WITH SALT gro und rites . ] If it  fall , 
BURN IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH .. SON AN '  HOLY GHOST don ' t chew bothah wit it . Chew 
MAKE WISHES - KEEP BLOWING MIXTURE - EACH TIME git dat [nes t ]  chureself . Yo ' 
SAYING GOD DE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST mix it  up wit t able salt an ' 
REPEAT THIS RITE UNTIL YOUR COURT CASE I S  WON build yo ' a li ' le f iah , an ' yo ' 

. burn it as de people do in ole 
ancient time ,. sacrificin ' ,  In de Name of de Pathah, Son an '  Ho ly Ghost. An' make 
yore wishes fo ' whatevah yo ' want tuh b e  done . An ' yo ' keep a-blowin ' ,  an ' evah 
time yo ' blow ,  say , God de Pathah� Son an ' Ho ly Ghos t t ill words ' mount tuh nine 
times . An '  evah t ime i t ' ll b e  yore way . An ' i f  things ain ' t yore way , evah time 
yo ' burn i t , if things ain ' t zactly , yo ' burn it ovah ag ' in an ' keep a-burnin ' it 
ovah ag ' in till things come zactly yore way . 

(This is  in a court case , you s ay ? )  
Yes sir . [For the mys tery , awe and magic concerning the dirt dauber nest , 

see especially the interview , "TOMB OF DE BABE OF BETHLEHEM , "  p p  . 1325-1335 , v .  2 .) 
[Brunswick , Ga . , (1206 ) , 2037 : 5 . ]  

9029 . Ah see whut it done an ' done fo ' me , but den yo ' has a word tuh speak 
tuh i t .  I f  yo ' wanta gi t dat , nuthin but gunpowdah , sulphur , aftah yo ' git dat 

DIRT DAUBER NEST - POWDER WELL - MIX WITH 
BLACK PEPPER - BLUESTONE - GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR 
SPRINKLE WHERE JUDGE - JURY - OTHERS WALK OVER 

nest . Yo ' git de sulphuh an '  
bluestone an ' den dirt daubah 
out de nes t an '  dat black pep
pah . An ' yo ' make a good p ow
dabs an ' yo ' kin sprinkle it 

anywhere roun ' dere , j es '  where de j udge an ' all de res t  got ta come in ovah . 
When dey come inside o f  dat do ' dere , an ' dey walk ovah dere , dat se ttle it . 
Dat fur as ah know ' bout dat . An '  ah ' ve seen dat happen . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
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(1382) ' 245 7 .  ] 
9030 . Take his name and write it , the j udge ' s  name , [ and ] the dis trict  at

torney ' s  name and all the high peop les name s there . An '  yo ' write their name 

FINGERS CROSSED 3 TIMES - SNAPPED - ENTERING COURT 
WEARING IN LEFT SHOE : CINNAMON - SUGAR - STEEL DUST 

an ' put it  into yore left 
shoe , with that cinnamon , 
sugar an ' s tee l dust , an ' 
that sweeten ' em up . Put 

it in yo re left shoe when yo ' go in the 
cros s yore f ingers three times an ' call 

(You do what with these fingers ? )  
Cro ss  your fingers three times . 

courthouse . An '  as yo ' go in there , yo ' 
their names . 

( Snap your fingers ? )  
Yeah , three times . [New Orleans , La . , ( 830) , 1833 : 9 . ] 
9031 . Well , dey say tuh git a person ' s shoes , dey always say burnt shoes is 

good luck . Burn ' em anywheres right in yo ' wash-pot in de yard or anywhere in 
yore house . Burnin ' yo ' shoes is good . But dey say de shoes is good fo ' good 

FINGERS LOCKED - BURN PRISONER' S  UPSIDE-DOWN SHOE 
CONTAINING COURT OFFICIALS NAMES WRAPPED ABOUT 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER 

luck , dey i s  good also fo ' 
bad luck , ' cuz if yo ' wanta 
do sompin fo ' a person what
somevah yo ' goin ' do tuh ' em -
j es '  lak now , say a person 

uptown in de j ailhouse . Well , now , yo ' wanta git dat person outa j a il . Or in 
fact , yo ' wanta addle de j udge an ' evah ' thin '  dere [where ]  he tryin ' ' im .  Well , 
yo ' take all dos e j udge names [ o f ficials concerned ] an ' yo ' write ' em on a p iece 
of papah . Yo ' take yore gunpowdah an ' de sulphuh an ' de red peppah ,  an ' yo ' 
wrap dat up in dose people names . Yo ' s tick dat down in de man ' s [ client ' s ] shoe 
an ' yo ' turn it bottomside upwards an ' yo ' burn dat . While yo ' shoe burnin ' , yo ' 
put yore han ' tuhgethah tight , lak dis way [ demonstrates ]  lock yore fingahs t ight . 

(You interlock your f ingers ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' make yore wishes tuhwards h e  comin ' free . Well , dey say dat will  

free a man . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2512 : 1 . ] 
9032 . De nex' thing , tuh mah idea , whut ' s  good , take some o f  yore fingah-

nails . Trim yore fingahnails o ff .  Go tuh some watah an '  git dat daid skin undah 

FINGERNAIL TRIMMINGS - FOOT SKIN - DI SSOLVE 9 DAYS 
STRAIN - KEEP IN WATER - POUR THIS WATER INTO 

P ITCHERS FROM WHICH JUDGE AND JURY DRINK 
THIS WILL KEEP YOU FROM GOING TO CHAIN GANG 

yore feet . Scrape it down .  
Put i t  in sompin an ' let it 
dissolve f o ' nine days . Den 
take dat an ' strain it . 
Have it in watah , an ' j es '  
lak de j edge would have a 

sep ' rate pitcher he drink out o f , put dat ovah dere in his pitcher . Jes ' lak 
yo ' de j edge of  de co ' t , put dat in yore pitcher . See , de chance is de co ' t  
goes up dere soon an '  dey have evah- thing lined up , de j edge an ' de j ury . Put 
sompin in [ the pitchers of ] both of  ' em .  Ah ' m  de crim ' nal . Ah ' m  de crim ' nal , 
yo ' know , an ' yo ' goin ' try tuh send me tuh de chain gang . Git tuh arguin ' on 
dat thing . Af tah while dey gits sorry fo ' yuh . Things is workin ' mah way . Whut 
chew want ' em tuh [ do ,  that will do it ] . Yo ' couldn ' t do i t .  S imple things whut 
ah learnt wi t de business  [ of being a hoodoo doctor ] .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1158) , 

FISH - A LIVE ONE - FROZEN ON ICE 
9 NEEDLES AND 9 P INS IN FISH - NAME 
SEE PRECEDING FROZEN BEEF TONGUE RITES 

1930 : 1 . ] 
9033 . They can t ake a fish , yes sir . 
An ' they can lay that out - that ' s  fo ' 
a court scrape , too . They take that 
f ish an ' put it between a 100 pounds o f  

ice yo ' know an ' s t ick that full o f  needles an ' pins o n  the ice , if a person i s  
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against yo ' in the court house . They can ' t do nuthin , they can ' t talk agains t 
yo ' . Any kind o f  a fish , so  it ' s  a fish.  But have the fish live , like when yo ' 
put i t  on the ice . An '  nine needles an ' nine p ins in there , an ' their name under 
tha t fish , an ' put that ice on top of  it . No , they can ' t talk because yo ' see 
that chills the tongue . Some peop le use a fish an ' s ome people use a beef ton� 
[ For frozen beef tongue rites , see Nos . 8961-89 7 6 , pp . 3637-3643 , v . 4 . ] [New 
Orleans , La . , (814) , 1148 : 9 . ] 

9034 . Ah know a who le lot mo ' about de frog . 
Yo ' take a frog an ' yo ' take a cigaret t e  papah an '  yo ' p inch out de p ap ah , an' 

yo ' put on dere whut chew want dis frog [ called toadfrog later ] tuh do : tuh brio& 

FROG OR TOADFROG - ROLLED-UP CIGARETTE PAPER 
INTO ANIMAL ' S MOUTH - PUT HIM IN PAPER SACK 
OR CAN UNDER STEPS WHERE CARRIE IS S TAYING 
DON ' T LOOK BACK - EITHER YOU COME CLEAR IN 
COURT OR CARRIE WILL DROP SUIT AND COME HOME 

Carrie back home or declare Carrie 
in co ' t  or somepin lak dat . An '  
yo ' take dis toadfrog be round 
dere [ the nearby toadfrog ] ,  ole 
toadfrog .  An '  yo ' take dis cig
arette papah an ' make a ball , an '  
yo ' put dis in dis frog mouth . 

An ' i f  yo ' goin ' tuh co ' t , or  yo ' goin ' an '  want Carrie back home , yo ' take dis 
fro g  an ' put it undah where Carrie is stayin ' . An ' if yo ' goin ' tuh co ' t ,  yo ' 
put de frog tuh de step [ o f  the hous e where Carrie is staying ] b efo ' co ' t ,  or 
have someone tuh do it . An' take ' im in a papah b ag an '  drop ' im down , on de 
can [ if you carry the frog  in a can ] , an ' walk on an '  don ' t look back , an ' go 
out ' bout chure business , an ' Carrie will come home , or yo ' ll come cleah in co ' L  

(You make her go to cour t , you mean ? )  
No , ah mean , fo ' ins tance carrie has g o t  a case i n  co ' t , fight in ' [ arrested 

for fighting ] or  somepin lak dat , an ' dey go t a whole lotta knives on Carrie 
[ ins tead of a sword , knives are hanging over her head ] . An '  yo ' git a frog an ' 
yo ' make dis [ cigarette-paper ] pill , an ' yo ' put it in his mouth an ' put de frog 
tuh de s tep . Dat ' s  fo ' de co ' t .  Den , if  yo ' wanta bring Carrie back home . 

Carrie is staying somewhere else an ' she le ft yo ' .  Yo ' take dat same frog an '  
yo ' put i t  o n  dis papah an ' yo ' put it  i n  ' is mouth , an ' yo '  walk b y  dis s toop 
late hours in de night an ' between de hours of nine an '  eleven-thirty . J es ' lak 
she stayin ' heah , yo ' put chure package undah de s toop whut chure frog would be 
in - in dis bag or in dis can or how yo ' have ' im.  Don ' t kill de frog .  An'  den 
yo ' go on an ' don ' t look back an ' dat frog will bring ' er home tuh yo ' .  She ' ll 
come back home to yo ' . 

Dat ' s  anothah one - see ,  de co ' t an ' de woman . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1269 ) , 
2149 : 4 . ] 

9035 . In fact , dere used tuh b e  a ole fellah roun ' heah - he wuz a bad fel-
lah ,  bad p rinciple , an ' ' is mothah believe in dat . An '  ah ' ve often see ' er 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN COURT CASES 
( 1) OLD WOMAN TAKES GRAVEYARD DIRT TO COURT 

she ' d  go off in de night , she ' s  
daid now , she died in Richmond . 
But ah ' ve seen dat fo ' a p os i
t ive fac ' , she ' d  go off an '  

she ' d  come back , when ' er son would b e  in trouble , an ' she ' d  have dat . Ah 
couldn ' t sweah dat i t ' s graveyard dirt , yo ' undahstan ' ,  but i t  would look dat 
way . An ' she ' d  be s t irrin ' , mixin ' it . Whether she mixin ' it  tuh git ' im outa 
troub le ,  ah don ' know . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1304) , 2204 : 5 . ] 

9036 . (That ' s  for bot tlegging ? )  
Yeah .  He took - dis [root ]  woman was workin ' o n  it , had powdah , two kindza 

[kinds o f ]  powdah , Hearts Co logne powdah ah think an '  some kinda body powdah , 
black peppah , an ' two s trands of  ' is hair .  An ' taken it , when de j udge was 
t alkin ' tuh ' er ,  yo ' know , askin ' ' er questions about ' im .  She wanted tuh talk 
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tuh ' im an ' she slipped dat in ' is inside coat pocket . An'  dey t ried it [his 
case ]  firs t , an '  dey turned dat ovah [ pos tponed i t ]  until de nex ' time .  De nex ' 

( 2 )  GRAVEYARD DIRT - 2 POWDERS - BLACK PEPPER 
USED BY ROOT WOMAN - THIS BROUGHT UP HIS 
CASE FIRST AND POSTPONED IT - SHE REPEATS 
SAME DEFENSE ADDING SODA - ALSO 3 DROPS 
OF INK IN JUDGE 1 S FOOT TRACK - CLIENT FREED 

t ime dey decided - de j ud ge 
j is '  couldn ' t git hisself 
tuhge thah , yo ' know , an '  all 
dat . [ For trying a case like 
this first and postponing it , 
see Doator Washington of  
Charles ton , working on a 

bootlegging case , No . 9024 . ] Well , she put all dat whut wuz in dere tuhgethah . 
Well , she went an ' she fixed it  all again [ see Washington again ! ] .  An ' she took 
it dis time an ' she put de hair an ' de black peppah , an ' dis heah soda in dere . 
An '  she went an ' saw de j udge comin ' out de do ' , yo ' know , an ' taken de ink out 
of a bot tle an ' dropped three drops of dat in his track an ' picked it up an ' 
[put ] d at intuh it , an ' den slipped dat in dere . An '  dey wuz fixin ' tuh give 
' im  light time ,  an ' he come completely cleah . 

(This fellow was boot legging when they arrested him? ) 
An ' he wuz bootleggin ' . 
(And some roo t tJJoman did this for him? ) 

Yes . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1403) , 25 25 : 10 . ] 
9037 . Dead person dus t o f fa dem [ of f  their graves ] .  Dey use dat fo ' re

leasin ' people from chain gangs . 
(How do they use that ? ) 
Jes ' s lip it  tuh de p erson in - it ' s  dust - in 

where dat dey kin git a chance o f  s t irrin ' aroun ' 

(3)  GRAVEYARD DIRT TO RELEASE FROM CHAIN GANG 

a papah or s omepin . An '  evah
in de prison or at de [ chain 

gang ] camps , dey sprinkles it . 
In a few days somebody ' ll come 
fo ' ' im. Yo ' see , tuh releas-

ed ' im , pay ' im out or released him some way . [Waycross , Ga . , (112 9 ) , 1834 : 16 . ] 
9038 . I f  yo ' have a case in co ' t  an ' dey kin git dat an ' put it aroun ' dere 

s ometime an ' - roun ' de co ' thouse , if dat dey have b een in j ail . An ' go tub de 

(4) FREE PRISONER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - COURTHOUSE 
graveyard an ' git dirt , 
graveyard dirt , an ' put it 
around dere , de co ' thouse 

an' he wil l come out . [Jacks onville , Fla . , (611) , 788 : 9 . ] 
9039 . Well , now , in a lawsuit or somp in lak dat , chew go tuh a graveyard an ' 

dig down in dere j es '  ' bout j es '  as deep as yo ' kin reach down in dere wi t de 

( 5) SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT WHERE JUDGE SITS 
arm, an ' git dat b efo ' co ' t .  
An '  if yo ' git a chance tuh 
go in dere , sprinkle some o f  

i t  aroun ' down where d e  j udge sits . An '  in d e  lawsuit - if yo ' steal somepin o r  
somepin lak da t - yo ' b e  lucky i n  dat case . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1197 ) , 2 014 : 9 . ] 

9 04 0 .  Yo ' kin take dat - yo ' go tuh de graveyard cert ' in hours at night an ' 
yo ' kin dig down dere an ' git dat dir t . An ' , j es ' lak dey goin ' have me fo ' 

( 6 )  "DANG ' UM  DUST" = "DAMN THEM DUST" 
trial - ah done killed somebody , see .  
Well , dey might bon '  [bond ] me out . 
Ah ' ll go tuh de graveyard a cert ain 

time o f  night an '  ah ' ll run mah han ' down an ' git a cert ' in class of dat dirt . 
An '  ah take dat dirt an '  j es '  when dey goin ' have co ' t  dat mawnin ' , ah git  in 
wit de j on ' ter [ j anito r ]  o f  de co ' t ;  yo ' know , de fellah whut cleans up . Well ,  
when ah git dere wit ' im ah ' m  gwine j es '  - ah ' m  goin ' he ' p  ' im clean up . Well , 
fas t as we sweep up an ' clean up , ah ' ve got dat li ' le graveyard dirt , ah j es '  
git roun ' dere an ' sprinkle it  all roun ' de j udge stand , all roun ' de haid j ury-
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man stan ' . See . 
dey calls i t .  

Ah done he ' p ' im clean up an ' den throw mah li ' le dang ' um  dus� 

(What kind o f  dus t ? ) 
Dey call it de li ' le dang ' um  dust . [Dang used to mean damn .  This is God 

damn 'em dust ! ]  So ah be done throw dat aroun ' dere . Well , now , when de co ' t  
come o ff ,  ah ' m  not uneasy , ' cuz ah know de j udge can ' t  do nuthin wit me . [ Flor
ence , s .  Car . , (1309 ) , 2215 : 2 . ] 

9041 . All right now , if yo ' wanta 
git s ome graveyard dirt , yo ' supposed 

he ' p  a person dat is in j ail . If yo ' kin 
tub git  dat from as neah de haid as yo ' 

( 7 )  AS NEAR GRAVE HEAD AS POSSIBLE GET DIRT 
could . Wal , j es '  lak if  ah wus 
in j ail  an ' yo ' s  go in ' work fo ' 
me , yo ' would wanta walk aroun ' 

de j ailhouse , yo '  know , sif ' in '  
(A little o f  this dirt? ) 

a little - j es '  sif ' it a little aroun ' . 

A li ttle o f  dis dirt . 
Wal , i f  yo ' could git into de co ' troom yo ' d wanta sif ' a l i ttle . Wal , in 

case , in time of co ' t  ah wouldn ' t  have no - so many enemies . Yo ' see? But hit 
sompin else yo ' supposed tub do wit dat graveyard dirt dat ah really don ' know 
whut it is . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1189 ) , 2008 : 4 . ] 

904 2 .  Yo ' kin go tub de cemetery . Yo ' have tub go by yo ' self  an ' carry j es ' 
two or three grain of cawn [ corn rare as payment ] or  two or three cent . An ' run 

(8) ALONE GO TO GRAVEYARD - CARRY 2 OR 3 
GRAINS OF CORN OR PENNIES - RUN HAND INTO 
GRAVE - LEAVE PAYMENT - TELL DEAD WHAT 
TO DO - TRIAL DAY DROP DIRT AT JAILHOUSE 

yore han ' fur enough down in 
dere to tech de casket , tub 
git de dirt , an ' put dem pen
nies down in dere . An '  when 
yo ' put dem pennies down in 
d ere , tell ' em ,  j e s '  say ,  "Ah 

want chew tub do sech-an ' -sech a thing . Ah want chew tub git mah husban ' outa 
trouble , or mah bro thah outa trouble , 1 1 or s omepin othah lak dat , if dey in trou
b le .  An '  when i t  time fo ' trial dey ' ll come cleah .  Yo ' take dat graveyard dirt 
an'  sprinkle it all roun ' de co ' thouse ,  all aroun ' de j ailhouse , or j es '  where
somevah he at . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1346) , 2 318 : 14 . ] 

904 3 .  Ah ' ve heard dat people take graveyard dirt an ' ball it up good an ' wrop 
roun ' . De sun rise - de sun set on d is sid e ,  roun ' dis way [ demonstrates ] .  Lak 
yo ' be in prison an ' ah ' d  fix dis [ball o f  graveyard dirt ] fo ' yo ' ,  an ' i f  ah kin 

(9)  WITH WHITE THREAD WRAP UP A PACKAGE OF 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - WRAPPING IT SUNWISE OR 
CLOCKWISE - HAND TO PRISONER IN JAIL 

git tub slip it intuh yo ' ,  why 
yo ' kin be  released . Dat brings 
de co ' t  in yo ' [ in your favor ] , 
yo ' s ee .  
(What do you wrap that with? ) 

Any kind o f  
aroun ' .  

a white cord thread [ demons trates ] right roun '  dis way an ' dataway 

(As the sun rises , from the eas t  to the south t o  the west . )  
From de eas t ,  yes sir , right around [ auto horn ]  dis way . An '  yo ' wrop it down 

good an '  slip i t  tub de person in prison . Tell dem dat will release dem. 
[ The package is wrapped sunwis e or clockwise . ] 
(Jus t wrap it up in a little package . )  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1129 ) , 1834 : 15 . ] 

(10) DIRT FROM GRAVEYARD NEVER VISITED BEFORE 
PUT IN POCKET WITH HOLE TO DROP IN COURT 

9044 . Go tub a cemetery where 
yo ' nevah b een dere b efo ' in 
yore life , ' way off by yo ' 
self an ' git yo ' [ this dirt ] . 

Yo ' rea�h down an ' pull up a handful o f  s and an ' , put it in yore pocket . An '  yo ' 
put dis dirt in yore pocket an ' yo ' git ready - lak yore case come off tuhmahah , 
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well , yo ' be dere . Lak yo ' say , "Now mah cas e  will be called . "  Yo ' b e  in co ' t  
tuhmahah at ten aclock . Jes ' have it dere in yore pocket . Have yo ' a hole in 
dere an ' yo ' go al l ovah dat place an ' j es ' throw dat dirt . MAH DADDY KILLED 
HIS WIFE [ not informant ' s mother ] JES ' HEAH - WELL , IT"S BEEN ABOUT THREE YEAHS 
AGO AN ' , AN '  MAH DADDY WUS A FREE MAN UNTIL HE DIED ON DE NINTH OF DIS MONTH , AN '  
All DIDN ' T EVEN DO NUTHIN BUT USE DAT DUST . Jes ' throw dat dust all round . Dat ' s  
right , dis graveyard dirt . Dat ' s all yo ' have tuh do . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1261) , 
2142 : 3 . ] 

9045 . Yo ' kin take graveyard dirt an ' to te i t  in yore po cket . In othah words 
if yo ' kill somebody an ' tote dis graveyard dirt in yore pocket , g it it o ffa 

(11) MURDERER MUST NOT USE DIRT FROM VICTIM ' S  
GRAVE - ANOTHER GRAVE WILL BREAK SPIRIT 

s omeone else ' s  grave . Don ' 
g it i t  of fa dey grave , see . 
In othah words , yo ' kin git 
it offa - an ' de j udge cannot 

s entence yo ' , if yo ' have graveyard dirt off  someone els e  grave , becuz it breaks 
de spirit ,  s ee .  [ If murderer took dirt from victim ' s grave , vic tim ' s spirit in 
this dirt  would pursue ; dirt from another person ' s grave protects  murderer from 
vict im ' s spiri t and also does his bidding in court . ] In othah words he [ j udge ] 
won ' t  condemn de case . [Waycross , Ga . , (1080) , 1749 : 3 . ] 

9046 . All right , if yo ' have any r elat ives , any good fren ' s dat are daid , yo ' 
go to  de cemetery an ' run yuh han ' in de centah of de grave . Jis ' lak dey buried 

(12 ) START DIGGING IN CENTER OF FRIEND ' S  OR 
RELATIVE ' S  GRAVE - BUT RUN YOUR RIGHT HAND 
TOWARDS THE HEAD - THIS DIRT DRY AT HOME 
IN STOVE - PUT IN HANDKERCHIEF AND DUST 
IN COURTHOUSE - JUDGE WILL TURN YOU LOOSE 

chere [ demonstrates ] ,  dat ' s 
de haid an ' dis de feet . 
Yo ' run yore right hand in 
an ' run it up towards his 
haid . Yo ' take dat out an' 
yo ' take i t  home , an' put 
it in de stove an ' let it 

dry good . Aftah yo ' let it  dry good , yo ' put it in a hans ' cuf f .  Aftah yo ' put 
it in de hans ' cuff , yo ' walk in de co ' thouse an '  yo '  dust wit it , an ' den de 
j udge can ' t  do nuthin but turn yo ' loo s e .  [ Center of grave is a quincunx rite . ] 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1049) , 1704 : 5 . ] 

904 7 .  Yo ' take graveyard dirt - j es '  
an '  he ' s  tuh b e  tried . Well , yo ' go tuh 

lak if yo ' had a son or sompin in j ail 
de graveyard an '  yo ' git chew some 

(13) AT GRAVE OF PERSON KNOWN TO YOU - CALL 
HIS NAME 3 TIMES - GIT DIRT - GO TO 
COURTHOUSE - SPRINKLE THROUGH HOLE IN 
POCKET AS YOU WALK ALONG - TAKE HAND 
FROM POCKET AND RUB OVER FACE 3 TIMES 

graveyard dirt . Well , all 
right , say , "Now mah son ' s 
trial comin ' off tuhmahrah . " 
Well , all right , yo ' go tuh de 
graveyard an ' yo ' reach down in 
a person ' s grave dat yo ' well 
know, an ' call ' is name three 

times , an ' gi t graveyard dir t .  Carry i t  home . When yo ' go in . de co ' thouse , yo ' 
walks right in an ' as yo ' walk have it somewhere in yore pocket , where it kin 
j es '  kinda sprinkle down on de flo ' as yo ' walk . As yo ' sprinkle it all around 
on de flo ' , take yore hand an '  rub ovah yore face three t ime .  

(Take your hand and rub over your face three t imes . ) 
Three times . Rub ovah three time s .  Well , now, when dey call dis case up , de 

j edge can' t convic t ' im whatevah . He have tuh eithah dismiss de case [ or ]  nol 
pros de case , fo ' dere ' s no convict ion be brought . [Waycross , Ga . , (1097 ) , 
1768 : 4 . ] 

9048 . When yo ' go down ' fO '  de j edge . 
(For any kind o f  crime . ) 
Yeah , fo ' any kinda crime . Well , now, yo ' go d own .  Dey might ' rest [ arres t ]  
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chub , put chew in j ail .  Well , now if yo ' s  in j ail , if  yo ' kin git some of  yore 
frien ' s ,  s ays , "Well , all right , "  says , " ah ' m  in j ail . Now ah wan ' chew tuh 

(14)  AT GRAVE OF A NON-CHURCH-GOING PERSON 
SAY IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES - "MAH FREN ' IS 
IN JAIL • • •  WAN ' CHEW TUH TURN ' IM LOOSE" 
CARRY DIRT TO PRISON - GIVE TO PRISONER 

he ' p me . "  
"Well , all right , ah ' ll he ' p  
yuh . " 
Well , now , yore frien ' will go 
tuh work - i f  he ' s  a frien ' tuh 
yuh , he ' ll go tuh work. He ' ll 

go tuh de graveyard an ' he ' ll go tuh a pusson dat don ' belongs tuh de church 
atall . He ' d  know his grave . He ' d  go dere an ' tell ' im j es '  so , he ' ll speak a 
word to ' im,  he says : God� de Fathah; God� de Son; God� de Ho ly Ghos t; three in 
one. Says , "Now , mah fren '  is in j ail an ' ah want chew tuh turn ' im loose . "  

Wel l ,  now , when he come back , he ' ll come back wit some graveyard dirt . An '  
when he come wit dat graveyard dirt de day his fren ' s  trial is , he ' ll b e  dere , 
he goin '  be right dere . An '  whenevah dey calls his frien ' on de witness s tand , 
he gits up an ' ast de j edge , May he speak tuh ' im befo ' dey aal l  'im up . Quite 
nachural , dey ' ll ' low [ allow] ' im  a chance tuh speak . Well , when he go dere an '  
speak , whils t he ' s  standin ' dere , he ' s  slippin ' dirt tuh ' im , yo ' see , he ' ll 
git right close up tuh ' im.  If he  can ' t gi t it tuh ' im  in ' is han ' , he ' ll put 
it somewhere on his clo thes where hit ' ll fall on de f lo ' .  Right where it fall 
on de flo ' , yo ' see , when he come tub trial dat ' s  nol pros . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  

(15)  ASHES AND GRAVEYARD DIRT MIXED - SPRINKLE 
AT COURTHOUSE DOOR AS YOU ENTER FOR TRIAL 

(1097 ) , 1 7 69 : 4 . ] 
9049 . Take graveyard dirt 
an '  mix it wit ashes , an ' if 
yo ' got a case in co ' t ,  mix 

[mix ] dis wi t ashes , an ' when yo ' go tuh de co ' thouse ,  sprinkle it befo ' · de do ' .  
Take graveyard dirt 'an ' mix it wit ashes , an ' when yo '  start in co ' t  sprinkle it 
befo ' de do ' .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . 1 (14 21) , 2561 : 2 . ] 

9050 . Yo ' go tuh a little bitta baby grave ' way in de night , a little infant , 
an ' yo ' git - yo ' take one cent an ' pay de baby one penny . An '  take - yo ' run 

(16) PAY BABY ' S  GRAVE 1 PENNY FOR DIRT 
MIX WITH GUNSHELL POWDER - SPRINKLE 
AT TRIAL IN 3 HOLY NAMES - CLEANED 

yore arm ' way down in de round 
' bout fur as yore elbow, an ' git 
some sand up an ' bring it on out . 
An '  yo ' know gunshell powdah . Yo ' 
put gunshell powdah in dere an ' 

put s ome sulphur in dere an ' mix it up . An '  j es '  lak befo ' trial in co ' t , yo ' 
go an ' sprinkle it an ' say : Ah 'm doin ' dis In de Name of de Fathah an ' in de Son 
an '  in de Ho ly Ghos t. An' b e  dogged if he won ' t  come clih . Ah know fo ' mahself . 

(That really worked . )  
Ah mean i t .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1184) , 1997 : 15 . ] 
9051 . D ey g o  tuh de graveyard an '  dey gits dat dirt , if yo ' got a case in 

co ' t . Ah have done seen it tried . An ' yo '  git  all dat dirt up tuhgethah , yo ' 

(17)  SULPHUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT AT COURT 
see , an ' yo ' brings it home . An '  
yo ' takes i t  an ' pound i t  an '  put 
sulphur wit it , an ' pound it all 

tuhgethah . An '  go tuh co ' t  wit it an ' ho ld it in yore hands lak dat . An ' when 
de trial comes up , de trial come up , dey ' ll dismiss it . 

[ Informant has been wrapping this mixture in a handkerchief . ] 
(They put it in that handkerchief and wrap it up . When they get to  court 

they j us t  keep it in their handkerchief . ) 
Kin j es ' keep it  in dere han ' ke ' ch ' e f  an 1 evah once in a while j es ' shake it 

lak dat .  Dey don ' know whut yo ' doin ' yo ' see . [Waycross , Ga . , (1126) , 1831 : 6 . ] 
9052 . Well , yo ' kin git - j es '  lak if de law ketch yo ' an ' yo ' git out on a 
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bond . Yo ' wanta go down an '  be dismissed . Yo ' kin git a p iece of red flannel . 

( 18) IN RED FLANNEL WRAP AND CARRY TO COURT 
GRAVEYARD DIRT AND SULPHUR - SPRINKLE 

Yo ' kin git chew some sulphuh 
an ' git a little bit of grave
yard dirt . An '  when yo '  go in 
de co ' thous e dat mawnin ' ,  have 

j es ' a little in dat red flannel , an '  j es ' sprinkle it roun ' de co ' thouse . 
(That all you have to do? ) 
Yes s ir ,  sprinkle it right roun ' in de co ' thouse .  
(And then yo ' ll get off ? )  
Yes s ir .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1188 ) , 2005 : 1 . ] 
9 053 . Now , s ometimes in case yo '  in trouble , yo ' take it an ' put it in yore 

shoe - weah i t  in yore shoe . 
(This graveyard dirt? ) 
Yes sir . 
Take it an ' po ' [ p our ] it in dere loose in yore 

(19 ) MIX GRAVEYARD DIRT AND SULPHUR - WEAR IN 
SHOES FOR COURT CASE OR PRISON BREAK 

shoe , graveyard dirt an' sul
phur , mix it tuhgethah . Now , 
dat in case yo ' got in trouble, 
or eithah , yo ' know, j es ' lak 
if somebody b reak prison or 

sompin dat kind . Now , dey use it fo ' dat . [Waycross , Ga . , (115 3 ) , 18 91 : 3 . ] 
9054 . Dis same talcum ah wus speakin ' o f  - same talcum p owdah. 
(Eve-and-Adam? ) 
Dis Eve- an ' -Adam an ' talcum powdah . Gits 

[ from eas t side of graveyard ] an ' make yuh a 
a little of dis graveyard dirt 
powdah . Fine sand dat graveyard 

( 20)  DARK GRAVEYARD DIRT - TALCUM POWDER - GREY 
MIXTURE - SPRINKLE AT JUDGE ' S STAND - CHEW 
ADAM-AND-EVE - SPIT IN HAND - LOOK JUDGE 
IN EYE - HYPNOTIZE HIM FOR LIGHT SENTENCE 

dirt . Gi t a lit tle da ' k 
dirt so it ' ll turn kinda 
grayish-lak , so i t  will 
look lak a little trash 
in yuh pocket . Go up tuh 
de j udge ' s  s tand an ' take 

a little · in yuh hand lak da t ,  an '  sprinkle it around an ' spit in yuh hand . Yo ' 
got dat Eve-an ' -Adam j uice ,  sp it in yuh hand an '  watch dat j udge right in ' is 
eye all de time . Keep yah eye on ' im, hypat ize [hypnot ize ] ' im in a way so dat 
he gon ' a be light on yuh , mo ' ' an  [ than ] apt tuh dismiss yuh all de t ime .  [Nor
folk , Va . ,  (491) ,  527 : 2 . ] 

9055 . Yo ' take de vine , de bramboo vine . 
( I s  that like a fishing pole? ) 
[ I  am asking ,  is that a bamb oo? ) 
Yes , but it ' s  go t thorns on i t , bramble vine , an '  de devil horseshoe s tring 

[devil ' s-shoes tring ] .  An '  take d em  two pieces an ' put it in a g las s ,  an '  put 

(21) BRAMBLE VINE - DEVIL ' S SHOESTRING 
IN GLAS S OF WATER - 3 SPOONFUL S OF SALT 
SOME UNSTEMMED RAISINS - UNDER BED 
SLEEP OVER - NEXT MORNING THROW WATER 
TO SUNRISE - REMOVE RAISINS - THROW 
SOME ON SELF - OTHER RAISINS AND 2 ROOTS 
BURY IN GRAVEYARD - CASE WILL NOT COME 
TO TRIAL - PRISONER WILL BE SET FREE 

three spoons ful of salt in 
dere wit it , an ' a few reesins 
[ raisins ] whut growed on de 
vine - like yo ' buy ' em  out 
de s tore on a vine [ uns temmed 
raisins ] .  An '  put ' em in dat 
glass ' bout fulla watah an ' 
put it undah yore baid an ' 
sleep ovah it . Den git up de 
nex ' mawnin' an ' take , throw 

de watah out de sunrise , an '  take reesins out an ' cast some of dem on yuh an '  
take d e  othahs an ' de two roots an ' carry ' em  to de graveyard an ' bury ' em.  An '  
dey tell me dat dey won ' t git  a trial an '  dey turn ' em loose free.  
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(What are the names o f  these two roots now that you put in there? )  [Machine 
s topped too soon for answer already given . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , (1117 ) ,  1 7 94 : 4 . ] 

9056 . Yo ' take de haid [board ] an ' put it  tuh de foot [ o f  the grave ] . Dat ' s  
suppose when yuh in a li ' le trouble . Dey claim dat j is '  lak yo ' s  in trouble , 

( 2 2 )  HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD OF GRAVE EXCHANGED 
de j udge will clar yuh or 
turn yuh loo se . Yo ' go 
dere [ to the graveyard ] 

an ' change de haid [board ] an '  foot [ board ] . Take de haid one an '  put it  at 
foot o f  dat ' un [ one ] , an ' put de othah [ the footboard ] here [ at the head o f  
the grave ] . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (220) , 133 : 12+85 . ] 

9057 . Ef somebody ' s  against [you ] , yo ' gotta meet a co ' t , yo ' go tuh de 
graveyards an ' yo ' turn de haidbo ' d  tuh foot [ and footboard to head - see � 

( 23) EXCHANGE HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD AT NIGHT 
WITH INCANTATION - TO CHANGE ENEMY ' S  MIND 
AT COURT - CALLING HIS NAME - REACH INTO 
GRAVE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE - CLUTCHING 2 
HANDFULS OF DIRT - THROW THIS TO NORTH 
WRITE ENEMY ' S  NAME ON WHITE PAPER ASKING 
DEAD PERSON TO WORK FOR AND BE FRIENDLY 
TO YOU - SET PAPER AFIRE - DROP INTO HOLE 
COVER HOLE - BACK UP - TURN - WALK OFF 
NOT LOOKING BACK - ENEMY WILL DROP CASE 

BOARD AND FOOTBOARD , pp . 
3 34Q-3348 , vol . 4  and else
where ] an ' say ,  "Ah will 
change yore min ' tuhnight . "  
Yo ' have tuh do it in de 
night : Ah ' Z Z  ahange yore 
min ' tuhnight3 ah ' Z Z ahange 
yore haid tuh yore foots . 
Dat ' s  changin ' yore min ' tub 
somepin else . See , tuhwards 
j oo ' . An ' yo ' call de person 
name . Say , "Ah 'm goin ' 

change yore min ' . "  Ef  yore name is John or somepin othah , "John Henry , "  say , 
"ah ' ll change yore min ' tuhnight ; ah ' ll change yore haid tuh yore feet [ despite 
preceding foots ] .  An' yo ' change de footbo ' d  tuh de haid , an ' yo ' go down at 
de haid as fur as yore arm kin reach from heah [ usually elbow] down . An ' yo ' 
git some dirt from out dere . Yo ' take dat out ,  two han ' fuls an ' throw it tub
wards de no ' th .  Den yo ' take a piece o f  papah , white papah , an ' yo ' write ' is 
name on it  an ' yo ' set dat papah afire , say , "Dead [ dead person ] , work ! Evah
thin ' yo ' do or try tuh do , yo ' mus t b e  mah f ren ' • " An '  yo ' s et dat afire an ' 
yo ' covah de hole back up , an ' walk off an ' don ' look back . 

(You burn that in the hole? ) 
In de hole an ' walk off . Don ' look back , 

against yo ' in co '· t .  He ' 11 have tuh be yore 
j es ' keep on . An '  he can ' t  come 
fren ' • [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1551) , 

( 24) RED ONION - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SLEEP WITH 
UNDER HEAD IN JAILHOUSE NIGHT BEFORE TRIAL 
NEXT MORNING, WEAR CLOTHES WRONGSIDE OUT 
AN ONION ON YOU - SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT 
IN SHOE - SPIRITS WORRY JUDGE IN COURT 

2341 : 7 . ] 
9058 . Well , anyb ody in j ail, 
git dat graveyard dirt an ' a 
red onion , an ' let dem sleep 
wit it undah dere haid dat 
night . Nex ' mawnin ' turn 
dere clo thes wrongs ides out 

an '  put it on , an '  put dat graveyard dus t  in dey 
can ' t fine ' em ,  don ' t  care whut dey do . It ' s  de 
is  worryin ' de j udge . 

shoe . An '  dey come cleah . Dey 
spirits [ in the graveyard dirt ] 

(Now, that night , you put that graveyard dirt under you in something ? )  
Yo ' puts dat onion - undahs tand , sleep dat night in de j ailhouse . Yo ' git up 

an ' turn yore clothes wrongside outahs [ outwards ] an ' pin dat onion on yo ' , an ' 
sprinkle dat graveyard dus t in sho e .  Undahstan ' ?  An '  dey can ' t try yo ' ' cuz 
de daid folks is worryin ' ' em . [Waycross , Ga . , (112 2 ) , 1804 : 8 . ] 

9 059 . I f  dey tryin ' ' im fo ' murdah , if she kin git a piece o f  de man ' s clothes 
dat chew killed , any part of his clo thes , his undahclothes , dat has his prespira-
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tion [persp iration ] on i t , weah it  nex ' tuh yours . An '  keep a Bible an ' read de 
Ten Commandments lak ah tole yo ' ,  see . An '  den , if yo '  go t somebody ' s  comin ' tuh 

( 25 )  FRIEND OF JAILED MURDERER BRINGS HIM 
PIECE OF VICTIM' S CLOTHES TO BE WORN SO 
THAT SWEAT FROM BOTH BODIES TOUCH 
ALSO KILLER READS TEN COMMANDMENTS 
FRIEND BUYS RICE AND MIXES WITH SALT 
AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - GIVES PRISONER 
PORTION TO WEAR - KEEPING SOME - AND AS 
JUDGE ENTERS COURT - BEGINS TO COUNT 9 
DROPPING PART AT EACH COUNT - ALL AT 9 

see yuh , if  yo ' kin git chure
self a f ive-cent package [ ! ] of 
rice , take dat rice an '  mix it 
wit salt , an ' go tuh de grave
yard an '  git chure s and an ' put 
it in it . Give some tuh d is 
fellah dat ' s in j ail , in a 
package ; an ' de rest  o f  it , yo ' 
take as dey come in , come intuh 
de co ' troom.  Yo ' have some in 
yore hand an ' count nine , an ' 

as yo ' counts at each one o f  de counts  yo ' drops some ,  an '  when yo ' git tub de 
ninth coun t ,  drop it all . Jis ' do yore hand lak dat [ opens hand ] an ' let it all 
fal l .  

(Just op en your hand and let it all fall . An d  that ' s  supposed t o  get you off 
the trial . ) [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1025) , 1659 : 1 . ] 

9060 . One time mah bro thah he wuz in a serious case , one time , an '  so she 
[wife ] had a ole man [doator] wo rkin '  fo ' ' er .  An ' de ole man told ' er ,  if  she ' d 

( 26 )  CIRCUMAMBULATE JAIL WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 
FROM FRESH GRAVE BEFORE SUNRISE 

go tuh de graveyard tuh a fresh 
grave , an '  take huh right han ' 
an ' reach down as fur as she 
could , an '  git de graveyard 

dirt ' fo ' de sun ri se , an '  take it tuh de co ' thouse , an ' make a roun ' circle all 
de way roun ' [ circumambulate ] de co ' thouse , an ' he s ay dat would free ' im . Ah 
know he come free . Ah don ' know if dat done de work or not , but ah know he come 
free . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1511) , 2678 : 6 . ] 

9061 . When yo ' go tuh dat co ' troom , dat co ' thouse , dat yo ' goes tuh somebody 
dat yo ' knows dat ' s  real wicked . An '  go tuh de graveyard an ' run yore han ' down 

( 27 )  CIRCUMAMBULATE COURTHOUSE ONCE 
USE DIRT FROM WICKED PERSON ' S GRAVE 
ON LEAVING GRAVEYARD TURN TO LEFT 
REACHING COURTHOUSE CIRCUMAMBULATE IT 
WALKING TO LEFT - THROWING DIRT TO LEFT 
BACK YOURSELF INTO COURTHOUSE - CASE WON 

an ' git chew some graveyard 
dir t .  An' as yo ' go out , go 
left-handed , left-handed tuh 
de j ail , de co ' thouse , all de 
way roun ' it ,  an '  j es '  throwin ' 
j es '  lak yo ' do fertilizuh .  
An ' stroll right on tuh de 
place where yo ' start in , an ' 

den back in , an ' j es '  s top it  all right in dere .  Well , yo ' go in dere , say dat ' s 
luck f o '  ·da t .  [According to my following ques tion informant demonstrat ed . ] 

(YOU THROW IT WITH YOUR LEFT HAND?) 
YES SUH AN '  GO DE LEFT WAYS ALL DE TIME . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2646 : 2 . ] 
9 06 2 .  Well ,  now what yo ' mean tuh keep a person crazy . Ah tell yo ' . Now dis 

is a j ailhouse scrap e .  Now , ah have tried dat mahself an ' ah know about dat . 
Row , yo '  goes at ' leven ' clock - s t rictly ' !even . It  make no dif f ' rence who yo ' 
pass , don ' t  speak tub no one . Go on t uh de graveyard an ' yo ' try tub git - yo ' 
go tub a grave where i s  a wicked person buried . Where a wicked person is buried 
an' yo '  go dere an ' yo ' carry wit chew two matches in yore head [hair ]  an ' one in 
yore mouth . Oat three ain ' t  [ it ] . 

(What ! Do you carry those matches in your head ? )  
Jes ' s tick i t  [ two ] in yore hair an '  one in yore mouth . Den yo ' dig down . 

Jes ' take dis han ' [ demons trates ] . Ah ' ve done it . Ah ' m tellin ' yuh whut ah ' ve 
done . Take yore right arm an '  yo ' dig down in dat grave j es '  about as far as a 
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person ' s  here [ demons trates ] . Yo ' know is from dat distant [ d is tance ] in de body. 

( 28) CIRCUMAMBULATE GRAVE 3 TIMES 
CIRCUMAMBULATE COURTHOUSE ONCE 
AT 11 P . M . GO TO WICKED PERSON ' S  GRAVE 
SPEAK TO NO ONE GOING OR RETURNING 
WEAR 2 MATCHE S IN HAIR - 1 IN MOUTH 
3 MATCHES - DIG ELBOW-DEEP INTO GRAVE 
LIFT OUT 3 HANDFULS OF D IRT - PUT IN 
PAPER BAG - DROP 3 PENNIE S IN HOLE 
TO PAY DEAD FOR DIRT - COVER UP HOLE 
CIRCUMAMBULATE GRAVE 3 TIMES SAYING 
AH 'M DOIN ' DIS TUB CHANGE DE JEDGE AN ' 
DE JURORS MIN 'S - DON ' T  SPEAK TO ANYONE 
ON DE WAY HOME - NEXT MORNING AS SUN 
PEEPS - VISIT COURTHOUSE - CIRCUMAMBULATE 
BUILDING ONCE - AS YOU CLIMB THE STEP S 
REPEAT INCANTATION ABOUT JUDGE AND JURORS 

Yo ' dig down about dat distant 
[ dis tance ] , so fur . 
(Above the elbow. ) 
An ' yo ' take out three han ' s
fulla dirt an ' put it  in a 
papah bag . An ' yo ' put three 
p ennies in dere [ hole in 
grave ] . Yo ' pay ' em [ dead ] 
f o ' de dirt . See , dat pays 
fo ' de dirt . An' den yo ' 
cover dem pennies up in dere . 
Walk aroun ' de grave three 
times an ' say , "Ah ' m  doin ' 
dis tuh change de j edge an ' 
de j urors min ' s . "  Yo ' got 
dat? All right . Well , now 
yo ' gain ' back home , but don '  
chew speak tuh a soul . Don ' 

speak tuh ' em till yo ' git in yore house . An ' j e s ' as de sun peep in de next 
mawnin ' ,  yo ' goes to de co ' thouse where dey goin ' have dis trial , where dis crim ' 
nal is . See , de crim' nal in de j ailhouse , but de trial gain ' b e  in de co ' thouse . 
Yeah . An '  yo ' go roun ' de co ' thouse one time . Sprinkle some o f  dat dirt as yo ' 
goes . An '  go up de s tairs . 

(You go around the courthouse once and you sprinkle this dirt around there? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
Den yo ' know dat mo ' den apt de j urors  always go up on de right-hand s ide of 

de s teps . An ' yo ' go up dat s teps an ' yo ' sprinkle dat dirt as yo ' go . An ' as 
yo ' sprinklin ' , yo ' say , "Ah ' m  doin ' dis tuh change de j edge an ' de j urors min ' s .  
An '  JES ' AS SHORE AS YO ' GOIN'  TUH DIE , if dat person done killed somebody , he ' ll 
come cleah . An ' ah mean it  wouldn ' t  cost ' em nuthin . It ' ll cost ' em .  Dey ' ll 
give him a fine . IT JES ' AS TRUE AS DE CLOCK . Ah done tried it . AH 'M . TALKIN ' 
' BOUT WHAT AH ' VE ALREADY TRIED MAHSELF . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1343) , 2325 : 5 . ] 

906 3 .  Dey take dat tuh settle a case in co ' t  chew know. 
(How is that done? ) 
Wel l ,  when de case comin ' 

aroun ' de grave seven time s , 
up , yo ' wanta break de case down , yo ' take - walk 
' cuz Joshua walk aroun ' de walls o f  Jericho seven 

( 2 9 )  CIRCUMAMBULATE GRAVE 7 TIMES 
AS JOSHUA WALKED ROUND JERICHO 
EACH TIME YOU CIRCLE GRAVE 
CALL DEAD PERSON ' S  NAME AND 
TELL HIM WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
TUH BRING DE CASE DOWN FO ' ME 
EXCHANGE HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD 
FOOT DIRT KEEPS  ENEMY UNDER FOOT 
WEAR IN PANTS POCKET OR IN SHOE 

an ' tell ' em  tuh he ' p  yo ' ovahcome dem. 
Yo ' go back tuh de foo t now , an ' git 

wit chew in yo ' pants pocket . I t  tends 

times , yo ' know . Call dey pusson 
name evah time [ 7  times ] an ' tell 
' em whut chew want . An '  pull up de 
haidbo ' d  an ' care [ carry ] it down 
tuh ' is foot , an ' tell ' em tuh bring 
de case down fo ' me - tuh break it 
down . Right at chew foot , yo ' know . 
I f  a fellah got a case ag ' in ' [ again
s t ]  yuh , dat goin ' b reak it down . 
(What do they do with that footboard 
then? ) 
See , dey - den dey take de footbo ' d  
up , yo ' know , an ' care it tuh de haid , 

Git me [ unders tand me ] ?  
chew some dirt frum de foot an ' care it 
tuh bring all yo ' enemies beneath yo ' 
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feet . Eithah in yo ' pants pocket or eithah in yo ' shoe , eithah one . Care it 
wit chew. Ain' t no one comin ' ag ' in yuh . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (51 8 , DoatoP 
Nelson) , 609 : 9 . ] 

9064 . If de law don ' git ' im,  why he goes in de cemetery . He goes tuh de 
drug sto ' firs ' , sends somebody tuh de drug sto ' an ' buy ' im some gum-o-waakum 

[ the store ' s name for it ! ]  
( 30)  9 GRAVES - DIRT FROM - AND GUM-0- WACKUM 

KNOCKS OUT THE JUDGE 
a l i ' le ball lak dat [ demon
strates ] . It look lak wax , 
brown [perhaps beeswax ] . An '  

when yo ' buy dat , why yo ' go tuh de cemetery an ' git some uh dat graveyard dirt 
from nine diff ' ren ' grave . An ' git yuh [demonstrates ] some offa [off  o f ] dis 
an '  same of dis ' n  [ this one ] . An ' yo ' mix dat tuhgethah . An '  yo ' call dat j udge 
name or whatsomevah or whomsoevah it may be . An '  yo ' care [ carry ] it tuh de 
co ' thouse . Yo ' pu t some roun ' de p lace where de p ' lice is , all gen ' ly [ generally ] 
be,  an ' yo ' put some in yer pocket .  An '  wherevah yo ' go , yo ' ll nevah git trapped . 
[ Gum-o-waakum is  gum to whaak them .  Whaak (Co Z Zoq. = to stPike with a smaPt� 
�sounding b Zow) . This gum knocks out the j udge ! Could the gum have been asa
fetida? What a sens e of pePVePted humor some of these sellers had ! ] [Wilmingto� 
H. Car . , ( 223) , 139 : 2+85 . ] 

9065 . Well , yo ' could take an ' 
dis bluestone intuh yo re hat ; see ,  

g o  down [ to buy bluestone ]  an ' yo ' would place 
blue stone an '  saltpetah intuh yore hat - see , 

BAT WORN BACKWARDS - BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER - IN HATBAND 
intuh yore hatband -
an '  turn yore hat 
[ backwards ] .  Je s ' , 

say , fur an ins tant [ instance ] yo ' take dis hat [my black hat on interviewing 
table ] an ' turn it  backwards onto yore haid . 

(Jus t turn your hat all the way around backwards .  Wear it backwards . )  
Turn de front intuh de back ,  s ee .  An '  he - he couldn ' t do nuthin . 
(The j udge wouldn ' t do any thing to you? ) 
Nawsir [ no s ir ] . Jes ' turn yo ' loose . [ To wear anything backwards or wrong

side out protects against ghosts , witches and trouble . ]  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
{1018) . 1648 : 9 . ] . 

9066 . Well , dis j es '  lak dis now, tuh change de 
yuh co ' t - p eop le talk about HeaPtB Co logne but dat 

HEARTS COLOGNE - IN HATBAND - ON MOLD OF HEAD 
ACROSS CHIN - BOTH SIDES OF FACE - DRINK REST 
J/BAT CHEW ASK DE JUDGE TUH DO HE WILL COME YER WA.Y 

j udge mind . When it t ime fo ' 
stuff s tands fer a lot ta 

things ,  dis yere HeaPtB 
Co Zogne . Well , yo ' take 
dat . Take a li ' le dat 
Hearts Cologne an ' yo ' 
sprinkle it in de band of  

yo ' hat . All right . Yo ' take a li ' le an ' yo '  put it intuh de mole [mold ] of 
yo ' haid , see . All right . Yo '  take a li ' le of i t  on yer fingah an ' yo ' smeah 
it across yo ' chin . All right . Yo ' put some on bo th sides o f  yuh face . See . 
All right . Den yo ' drink de res t . An '  dat ' s  [ that ] . Jes ' what chew ask de 
j udge tub do , he will come yer way . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (511) , 578 : 2 . ] 

906 7 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  ' em say dey could go tuh a hickory tree an ' go tuh de 
south side [ the warm side ] , an '  about three foot from de ground [ 3  for the 
three Highes t  Names ] ,  dat is ,  if a person is in trouble or in j ail or what not , 
an '  wants tuh git  out . Dey take dat dere hickory tree , dat piece out de hickory 
dat dey ·cut out , an ' dey cut it in de shape of a heart . An ' when dey cut it in 
de shape of a heart , out dat hickory tree - if dey s cared dey g oin ' b e  sent tuh 
de road [ chain gang ] or what not , dey tell me dey take dat heart outa dat hick
ory , where dey cut it outa dat hickory tree , an '  dey git ' em a piece of high
price lodes tone an '  dey rub i t  all ovah dat . 
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(Over that hear t ? )  
Yes , ovah d e  heart dey c u t  out de  hickory tree . 

when dey do dat , den dey goes den an ' dey git some 

HEART-SHAPED : THIS I S  THE RITE OF THE 3 HEARTS 
HICKORY TREE - SOUTH S IDE - 3 FEET FROM GROUND 
CUT PIECE OF WOOD AND SHAPE IT LIKE A HEART 
DO THI S  IF A PERSON I S  IN TROUBLE OR IN JAIL 
D�SS HICKORY HEART BY RUBBING LODESTONE ON IT 
D�SS CLIENT : POWDERS - HEARTS PERFUME - OLIVE OIL 
CLIENT WEARS D�SSED HEART ON HIS HEART AT TRIAL 
AT TRIAL THERE ' S  THREE HEARTS THERE TOGETHER 
DEFENDANT ' S  - JUDGE ' S  - PROSECUTOR' S :  SAYS DOCTOR 
[ OR POSSIBLY A DIFFERENT 3 SAYS AUTHOR] 
WOODEN HEART - HEART-SHAPED BOTTLE - PRISONER' S  
HEART PERFUMES OFTEN IN A HEART-SHAPED BOTTLE 

Rub it all ovah dat . An '  
powdahs an ' dey git p erfume . 

Dey git dis Hearts Perfume. 
An ' when dey do dat dey 
take an ' dey saturate dem
selves wit dat , in wit dat 
olive o il .  An '  dey saturate 
demselves wit dat . An '  den 
take an ' dey dress dis heart 
an ' dey p in dat ovah dere 
heart , an ' den when dey go 
tuh trial , why den dere ' s  
three hearts dere tuhgethah. 
(What are the three hearts ? )  

De  defendant ' s  heart , an ' 
den de j udge ' s heart , an ' 

den pros ecutor ' s  heart - de one dat ' s  p rosecutin ' . An ' dey git dos e three hearts 
dere tuhgethah . Well ,  de one dat wants tuh come cleah , he ' s  de one got dat hick
ory heart p inned ovah ' is heart . An ' dat hickory heart , dat represent s de j udge 
or whut dey go befo ' . An '  dis othah heart is de man is tryin ' tuh convict ' em 
fo ' whut dey done . An ' dey say dey take dat an ' weah dat in dere , an ' in so 
doin ' s why dat hickory heart which is tuh be de j udge , an ' by yo ' weahin '  dat 
ovah yore hear t ,  an ' yore b lood is  pumpin ' ag ' in dat , dey say d at will make it 
light fo ' yo ' . Prob ' ly yo ' git out . 

(They use Hearts Co logne and some kind o f  p owder . Do you know what kind of  
powder they use ? )  

No , talcum. 
[Probab ly any kind of sweet-smelling powder . ]  
(All you do [he does ] is wear one heart ,  j ust the wooden hear t .  That i s  all 

he wears ? )  
Yes , weah dat ovah ' is heart . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1412 ) , 253 8 : 5 . ] 
9068 . [Here is  one of  the mos t remarkable rites in Hoodoo ! Either the old

time word Jakes lingered on somewhere or the inventor o f  the rite had a p erverted 
sens e o f  humor . Jakes happen to be an archaic word for privy , toilet , water

HOLY JAKES ! SAY 7 TIMES LOOKING TO EAST AND WEST 
JUST BEFORE APPEARING IN COURT TO MEET THE JUDGE 

c loset - not a very c lean one 
at that ! ]  
If ah ' s  goin ' up 
trial or somepin 

tuh be on 
othah , lak 

dat , ah would look 
s even time s . 

tuh de east an ' look tuh de west  an ' use de name o f  Ho ly JakEs 

(Ho ly Jakes ? )  
Ho ly Jakes seven times an ' go be fo ' d e  j edge . Look tuh de east an ' look tuh 

de wes t  an ' use de word of  Jakes seven times . 
(Seven times each way ? )  
Seven t imes - j is '  look heah an '  say Ho ly Jakes an ' look dere an ' say Ho ly 

Jakes until it ' s  seven times . Not seven times each way , j is '  seven time s , yo ' 
know lookin ' each way . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 947) , 1526 : 15 . ] 

ICE - FREEZE PROSECUTOR' S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIME S  
906 9 . [ On pages 3637-3645 we 
have had a number of beef-
tongue rites using ice , here 

are several more ice-and-court usages to establish a separate margin t itle ICE . 
Whut ah heah yo ' could do , wherevah yore prosecutor wuz , dey tell me yo ' git 
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a piece o f  papah an ' write his name nine t imes . An' git chew 25 pounds of ice 
an' break it half in two , an ' put de papah in between dere , an ' put de p iece o f  
ice on top of it , about a day befo ' d e  trial . An ' when yo ' go tub co ' t ,  dey say 
he really won ' t prosecute yo ' . Dey say dat ' s  purtty good fo ' dat . [Memphis ,  
Tenn . , (1544) , 2805 : 5 . ] 

9070 . [We have here the 
name on brown paper ins tead 

rare , p erhaps only example of writing a white man ' s 
o f  the usual white . Is this a protest ? Remember , 

ICE NAME OF PROSECUTOR WRITTEN ON BROWN PAPER 
9 TIMES - WISH - OFFICIAL CONFUSED AT TRIAL 

the rite was collec ted before 
Martin Luther King Jr . marched 
on S elma ! Though atmo sphere and 
situation were changing , almost 

no one expected so much progres s  in such a short t ime . Is informant reducing 
prosecutor to the prisoner ' s level , asking what would you do if you were in his 
shoes ?  For the use o f  color  symbo lism , see COLOR SYMBOLISM , pp . 79 7f . , and es
pecially the interview , NAHNEE , BOS S OF ALGIERS , pp . l351-1386 . ]  

Yo ' trial comin ' up fo ' de co ' t  an '  dey go t a prosecutor , see . Well , yo ' know 
fo ' instance lak dey kill somebody or bootleggin ' . Now f o ' instance i f  de police 
find yo ' an ' he ' s de prosecutor • • •  Yo ' under stan '  me ? Well , yo ' gits a piece of 
brown papah . Yo ' see dis heah brown pap ah .  Yo ' write dat guy ' s name on dat nine 
times an ' yo ' git chew a great big p iece of ice an ' put dat on de ice , an ' he git 
dere he cain ' t open his mouth . 

(You put the ice on the name or the paper on the ice ? )  
Put de papah on de ice , but yo ' go t his name nine times wrote dere an ' yo ' 

make yore wish , an '  lay i t  on dat ice an '  keep it all night . 
(Jus t on top of this cake o f  ice ? How do you lay that piece o f  p aper on the 

ice ? )  
Jis ' lay it f lat o r  lay de ice o n  it . Lay de name nex ' tub de ice . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (9 20 ) , 1487 : 8 . ]  
9071 . Jes ' lak yo ' got a trial comin ' up , yo ' 

yo ' ' rested [ arres ted ] fo ' or s ompin lak dat . If 

3 TIMES S CRATCH WITH NAIL LAW' S  NAME ON ICE 
3 TIMES CROSS - LIKE AN "X" - YOUR NAME OVER HI S 

kin take dere name , whatevah 
yo ' kin git dis law' s name 

an ' write it  on ice , write it  
in  ice an ' fast  as dat  melt 
away , j es '  keep ice evah day . 
S ee , ' fo '  dat trial comes up , 

yo ' j es ' keep dat ice evah day . An '  find out z actly whut t ime yore trial ' s  com
in ' up , an ' keep dat ice evah day , an ' keep a-writin ' his name on it t ill dat 
ice melt away . Jes ' wat ch it al l de time an ' j es '  keep a-writin ' his name on 
it , an ' it ' ll • • •  

(How do you write his name on the ice ? )  
Jes ' write de law ' s name .  Yo ' write i t  wit a nail . Yes , scratch i t  on , an '  

yore name . An ' when yo ' write it , yo ' wri te chure name down heah . Write i t  
three times , write chure name three times up tub d e  top . Yo ' write his name 
mdah i t .  Den yo ' take an ' yo ' cross it lak a "X" , see . 

(You j us t  write his name once underneath or three times ? )  
Three times . Yo ' write his name up heah three times . Yo ' write dat three 

times yo ' see an '  write chure name right down undah it three times , an ' den 
yo ' ll cro s s  dat evah time . Dey ' ll throw it out a co ' t . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522) , 
27 15 : 7 . ] 

9 07 2 .  You kin go to the drug store like the Crackerj ack. 
drug s tore for all hoodoo me thods . You can go there and get 
root. You take that Jerusalem root , you beat it up , you put 
and you make four signs of the cross with your back turned . 

(Show me how you do that . )  

That ' s  a wonderful 
you some Jerusalem 
it the left shoe , 
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That ' s  the infide l sign , they call that . They make that four t imes like that 
[ demonstrates ] . 

And when you go 
him or nuthin like 

and face this man , well you ' re not supposed to look off from 
dat . Yo ' are supposed to wave his conscience from ' is eyes , 

an '  that dust is helpin ' yo ' more so to win ' tm , 
JERUSALEM ROOT - INFIDEL SIGN becuz yo ' got confidence an ' faith in dat dust . 

Therefore he ' ll look over maybe $ 2 5  or $30  
[ thef t ] and give you a break. Yo ' make that cross  before yo ' meet ' im . On your 
back.  See yo ' can ' t make de regular sign in front , yo ' got to make it four times 
wit yore b ack turned . They call dat de infide l sign . [Did he make this cross on 
his back o r  backside ? ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 809) , 1136 : 4 . ] 

907 3 .  [Before hearing the j udge of the present rite , I must say s omething 
ab out our famous roo t , the most widely used root in hoodoo .  Like the equal ly 

JOHN DE CONKAH - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
[JOHN THE CONQUEROR - HIGH JOHN THE CONQUEROR] 

(1 )  SPITTING THIS ROOT IN COURT 
WHAT A RICHMOND JUDGE SAID 

well-known term goofer dust , 
the meanings o f  these words 
have varied with place and time 
and individuals - especially 
in hoodoo shops , where instead 
of saying we are out of John de 

Conkah but have it on order , anything available is handed to the customer . Other 
examples of our root will b e  found scattered throughout Hoodoo especially on 
pages 455-4 5 7  and 59 3-5 95 . ]  

· 

Say , "Yo ' a Z Z  niggahs come here sprinklin ' down yer roots an ' spit tin ' round 
me , go in ' send yo ' a Z Z  tuh j ai l ,  evah las ' one of  yuh. " 

[ Yo 'a Z Z is an expres sion in the Southern States . ]  
(Who was this j ud ge ? )  
Judge Crutchfield . Used tuh be heah yeahs ago . 
(I see . But he knew they were doing it . ) 
He s aid dat somebody had taught ' im dat . 
(Somebody had taught him? ) 
Taught ' im tuh [know] but de vury [very ] man dat had [ taught him] he didn ' t 

send ' im tuh j ail - discharged ' im.  
( I  see . He kn ew  they were doing i t  though . )  
Yeah , he use tuh tell ' em about it : "Yo 'aZ Z  niggahs comin ' here chewin ' yer 

roo ts an ' sp it tin ' yer powdah around chere , "  say , "ah ' m  go in ' send evah one of 
yuh tub j ail , evah one of yuh." But he didn ' t done i t . [ Richmond ,  Va . , (428) , 
382 : 2 . ] 

. 

9074 . Jes ' lak if yo ' goin ' tuh co ' t , 
if yo ' chew it - see ,  yo ' chew it lak dat 

see yo ' git dat John de Conkah. An '  
buckeye [ in another rite ]  an ' spi t .  

( 2 )  DEY 'LL PAY YO ' ' TENTION WHEN YO ' SPIT 
Dat ' s  when dey ' ll pay yo ' ' ten
t ion , when yo ' spit . [Waycross , 
Ga . , (106 7 ) , 1 7 28 : 8 . ] 

( 3 )  DON 'T  SPIT - PRETEND TO SPIT 9075 . Git chew some John de 
Conkah ,  an ' when yo ' go tuh de 

co ' thouse , as yo ' go in , as yo' .  goin' up de s teps , yo ' put a piece in yore mouth , 
j es '  lak yore chewin ' tobacca . An ' yo ' s tart tuh chewin ' dat , an ' yo ' goin ' 
aroun ' c irculin ' [ c ircling ]  aroun ' . Den yo' chew dat John de Conkah an ' spit 
i t , as yo ' goin ' up , j es '  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Don ' t spit , but j es '  lak yo ' 
spi ttin ' . Den yo ' keep dat , hold dat in yore mouth , j es '  lak yo '  got a cigah , 
an ' dat ' ll make it  easiah on yuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 2812 : 2 . ]  

(4)  BEFORE JUDGE - SPIT INTO HANDKERCHIEF 
DAT 'S SPITTIN ' DE LUCK TUH 'EM [YOURSELF ] 

907 6 . Dey tell me - ah 
haven ' t  did dat , but chew 
John Conkah , yo ' s ee .  An '  
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co ' s e when dey be talkin ' tub de  j udge , yo ' 
tin '  in de hanky . Yo ' know , dat ' s  spittin ' 
Tenn. , (927) , 1510 : 5 . ] 

see , dey ' d  have a hanky an ' be spit
de luck tub ' em [yourself ] .  [Memphis , 

907 7 .  Dat same root ah tole yo ' about , 
git it green whi ls t  yore in j ail . Yo ' got 

dat High John de Conkah , if yo ' kin 
somebody out [ o f  j ail ] an '  dey kin git 

(5) USE HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH GREEN - NOT DRIED 
it green . Whilst yo ' are talk
in ' , whilst  de whole t ime yo ' 
is in dere , an ' maybe b efo ' 

dey calls yuh , yo ' got dat in yore mout ' .  An '  yo ' ain ' t sayin ' nuthin tuh nobody. 
An '  two tub one ef yo ' git any sentence atall .  Yo ' may git a yard sentence. Yo ' 
may git from - supposin ' yo ' deserve twenty yeahs - suppo sin ' yo ' deserve forty 
years - supposin ' yo ' des erve five yeahs - suppos in '  yo ' go in dere an ' ins t ead 
of gittin '  five yeahs yo ' git s  three months . Dat would be light [sentence ] 
wouldn ' t  it?  Well ,  ah ' m  j es '  explainin ' de conditions , how strong a hundred 
powah is dat High John de Conkah 's got an ' it have been proved up . [ Savannah , 
Ga . , ( 54 2) , 6 74 : 2 . ] 

9 07 8 .  Dey has a li' le root dey call John de Conkah. Dey ordahs dat from s ome 
company up in New Yawk. I f  yo ' git in any trouble , yo ' go down dere an ' meet de 

(6)  CHEW ROOT AT EACH QUESTION JUDGE ASKS 

know , an ' he will release yo ' from dat whut he 
Fla . , (100 7) , 1628 : 4 . ] 

j edge , an ' yo ' have one in yore 
mouth . An ' evah t ime he as t chew 
a question yo '  chew on de root yo ' 
goin '  give yo ' .  [ St . Petersburg , 

907 9 .  Dere ' s a root yo ' kin g o  tub d e  s to ' an ' git called John de Conkah. 
Yo ' take dat root  an '  put in yore mouth an '  chew it . An '  i f  yo ' got a chance 

(7 )  WHILE CHEWING ROOT - TELL IT WHAT YOU WANT 
tub spit , yo ' spit . An' 
yo ' be talkin ' all de time 
whut j o o  want it tub do , 

wi t i t  in yore mouth yo ' know , an '  yo ' spit dat j uice anywhere . Jes ' talkin ' 
an ' spi t  an ' dey ' ll change dere mind on whatevah it is . Dey ' ll dismiss yo ' or 
else yore fine will be so light yo ' won' - yo ' know ,  dey won ' press it against 
yuh. Mos ' de times yo ' git o f f  all right , dey won ' persecute [prosecute ] chew. 
Don ' f in e  yo ' er nuthin . Use John de Conkah root. [Fayet teville , N. Car . , 
(1419a) , 2558 : 1 . ] 

9080 . Ah hear ' d dey kin git  dis root  
Eve-an ' -Adam root , an ' take dat root an ' 

dey call John de Conkah �oot , s ee ,  an '  
boil [usually s ounds like bal l ]  it up 

(8)  ADAM-AND-EVE - GINGER - JOHN DE CONKAH 
WITH 10 GRAINS [ SEEDS ] OF BLACK PEPPER 
BOIL - THIS LIQUID - SPRINKLE IN COURT 
AISLE - JL�GE 1 S SEAT - PRISONER ' S  BOX 
DO THIS HOUR BEFORE COURTHOUSE OPENS 

tuhgethah . If dey kin git tub 
de co ' thouse s ee ,  when dey un
lock it , git it an ' sprinkle a 
aisle around de j udge s eat . 
[ Sprinkle a circle about j udge ' s  
chair . ]  , Den dey will set back 
when yo ' come in tub where de 

prisonahs is . Den dey ' ll s it back an ' eye de j udge right in de eye . See , hol ' 
[hold ] dere hand on de vial what have de John de Conkah root an '  Eve-an ' -Adam 
balled [boiled]  up in it . See . 

Dey go tub co ' thouse in de mawnin ' . 
(You said at an hour didn' t you? What do you mean by that hour ? )  
Dey go dere j e s ' b e fo ' de co ' thouse unlock, befo ' dey come in . An '  dey 

sprinkle de aisle . Dey take de watah what dey boil up : de John de Conkah an ' 
Ad�an ' -Eve root , an ' gingah , an ' ten grains o f  black peppah . Dey ' ll take dat 
an '  sprinkle i t  - wit de aisle an ' aroun ' ovah de prisonah box .  

(Oh ! The pris one r ' s b ox .  I see , up the aisle . ) 
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[ Informant ' s  eye or lettep i had bo thered me ! Aisle ! ] 
An '  where de j udge goes up intuh his seat , see dey do dat , an ' den when de 

j udge is talkin ' tuh yuh , yo ' gotta  look ' im  right in de eye . See [ if ]  dey kin 
git de j udge ' s eye , look ' im right in de eye . An '  i f  de sentence - it liminated 
down. [All this reduces the sentence . ]  If i t ' s  ten yeahs , i t  Ziminated down 
tuh three or fo ' yeahs . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dat . [Washington , D . C . , ( 63 8 ) , 824 : 1 . ] 

9081 . Yo ' go out an '  git chew one dose conkah Poots - 20 fo ' a dollah . Git 
chew one of dose , an ' yo ' goes up dere .  Bathe yuhself all ovah good wit salt

(9) BEFORE COURT - BATHE WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
URINE - SUGAR - SALTPETER 

SPIT JOHN DE CONKAH WALKING INTO COURT 

petah , an ' sugah an ' chambah
Zye . An '  yo ' git up dere an ' 
go befo ' de j udge . As yo ' walk 
in de co ' t , yo ' j is '  spit as 
yo ' go up dere fo ' ' im .  An '  

dat ' ll change ' is mind . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 959) , 154 3 : 5 . ]  
9082 .  An '  yo ' gits dis John de Conkah Poot , an ' yo ' gits a piece of devil ' s

shoes tring roo t . An '  yo ' split dat devil ' s-sho es tring root , split it in hal f , 

(10 )  SLICE JOHN DE CONKAH INTO 3 PIECES 
DEVIL ' S- SHOESTRING INTO 4 - FEED WITH 
HEARTS COLOGNE OR JACK OF CLUBS OR RO SEWATER 

in fo ' halves [ quarters ] .  
An '  yo ' cut dat John de 
Conkah root round . An '  
yo ' put s hit [both roots ]  
intuh a vial , an ' yo ' put 

dis Jack of Clubs , HeaPts Co logne 
pocket . 

[ 2  perfumes ] on it . He totes dat in his right 

(For what? ) 
Dat ' s  fo ' luck in trouble . 
(Now what does he do ? He puts that John the Conker piece , cut round , puts it 

in the bottle . What does he do with the devil ' s-shoestring ? ) 
Mix i t  wit it , put it right in de same bot tle - put dat in de same bottle . 
(Wait a minute ! You didn ' t  put that round piece and that split part o f  John 

the ConkeP then ? )  
No . 
(Separately ? )  
Jes ' separate dem.  
(Why do they split that John the ConkeP root ?  I mean the devil ' s-shoestring?) 
Ah don ' t know, j es '  tuh sp lit de enemies dey say . Dey put dem two into a 

b ottle.  
(How many pieces of John the Conker do you put  in there , you s ay ? )  
Three piece , three round pieces . 
(Why do you put three round p ie ces  in there ? )  
Dat is fo ' de j edge an '  de solicitor an ' de lawyah , ah ' spose . 
(That goes in with that devi l ' s- shoestring . ) 
Yes . 
(And you feed that you say? ) 
Jes ' feed dat , Hearts Co logne , Ros e  Van [Rosewater ]  o r  Jack o f  Clubs . 

wick , Ga . , ( 1 2 2 4 ) , 2081 : 1 . ] 
[Bruns-

9 08 3 .  Ah remembah one dat ah got 
did right much damage.  An '  dere wus 

tuh fight in ' mahself [ I  got into fights ]  an' 
an ole woman used tuh live right through 

(11) PATIENT OF ROOT DOCTOR TOLD TO CHEW 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - RUB SPIT OVER FACE 
BEFORE GOING TO COURT AND WHILE THERE 

here on Williams Street , an' 
ah know dat she wus said tub 
be a root doctor . So ah got 
bail . An ' while ah wuz out 

see her , see if she could give me anything . 
on bail , o f  co ' se ah goes an' 

Now, she gave me sompin an ' whut 
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she gave me wuz call High John de Conkah. An '  ah wuz tuh chew dat an ' use de 
spittle [ old-fashioned word for spit , from Bible ] ovah mah face - j is ' spit in 
mah hand an ' bathe mah face wit it . Well , ah did dat an ' ah got off  from de 
crime fer f ive dollahs . Ah wuz tuh do it between t imes ; befo ' ah went in de 
court , an ' while ah wuz in dere . Evah t ime ah got a chance ah could do it . 

(12)  GUINEA PEPPER AND JOHN DE CONKAH 
DRESS SELF WITH BEFORE VISITING JUDGE 

[ Richmond , Va . , (406) , 362 : 1 . ] 
9084 . If yo ' gotta go b efo ' de 
j udge , well yo ' dress yo ' self 
befo ' yo ' go ' fo '  de j udge . 

Well , yo ' kin have yo ' some dat same John de 
Tenn . , (958) , 154 1 : 14 . ] 

Conkah an ' guinea peppah . [Memphis ,  

9085 . Go roun '  tuh cour t .  An '  yo ' go tta go 
have a easy time wit de j udge an' git close tuh 

tuh court , see , an ' yo ' wanta 
' em. All right . Well , den ,  if 

(13)  WITH LODESTONE IN POCKET - JOHN DE CONKAH 
IN MOUTH - SIT IN PRI SONER' S  DOCK CHEWING 
ROOT - SPITTING AND BLOWING BREATH AT JUDGE 

dey haven ' t got yuh con
fined - co ' se yo '  may have 
s ome frien ' s tuh work it 
fo ' yo ' , if dey got chew 
confined . But if yo ' not 

confined , yo ' kin git chew a li ' le piece o f  lodes tone an ' put it  in yuh pocket . 
Git chew a piece o f  John de Conkah root an ' all de time yo ' settin ' up dere in 
de chair , yo ' chew dat John de Conkah root , see . Chew dat John de Conkah root , 
spittin '  it towards de j udge an ' spittin '  it on ' em. Jis ' b low it on ' em ,  it ' s  
all right . De mo '  yo ' kin , de closah yo ' git it tuh ' im,  de mo ' yo ' draw ' is 
attention towards yuh . Be apt tuh cleah yuh , yo ' see . Den , when yo ' git up tuh 
speak as t de mercy o f  de cour t .  Dey bound tuh grant it tuh yuh . [Vicksburg , 
Miss . , ( 735) , 1006 : 2 . ] 

9086 . Ah ' ve tried dat tuh 
Conkah roots an '  yo ' set down 

help p eople out wit things . Yo ' use High John de 
an ' concentrate . Get de j udge ' s  name an ' de law

(14)  WEARING LODESTONE - SIT DOWN AT NIGHT 
BURN HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - CONCENTRATE 
CALL NAMES OF PERSONS TO TRY YOU 
TELL THEM WHAT YOU WANT THEM TO 00 
HAVE HIGH JOHN IN BOTTLE - ADD PERFUME 
DRESS YOUR BODY WITH THIS LIQUID SO THAT 
IT REMAINS WHEN YOU GO DOWN TO COURT 

yer ' s an ' yo ' git mos t  of  
' em , de ones dat yo ' got ta be 
tried befo ' . Yo ' git dere 
names an '  yo ' set down at 
night an ' burn dis High John 
de Conkah , an ' call de j udge ' s 
name an ' tell ' em j i s '  what 
chew want ' em tuh do . An ' 
den yo '  weah de lodestone 

charm. Yo ' dress yuhself f irs ' wit perfume from de High John , see . 
Yeah , have it [High John ] in a bo ttle , yo ' see , an ' yo ' puts perfume in it an '  

yo ' j es '  dress d e  body wi t  i t  befo ' yo ' go out , all aroun ' , run yore hands around . 
An '  co ' se [ o f  course]  dat perfume stays on yuh . Den , when yo ' go down in front 
of ' em • • • •  [Washington , D . C . , ( 627) 1 804 : 8 . ] 

9087 . John de Conkah an ' chew on a li ' le piece o f  it , prob ' ly hold it in yuh 
lip .  

(Tell me your experience , the whole experience o f  that triak. ) 
One Sat ' day evenin ' ah goes down in mah ro as ting-ear patch [ sweet corn p atch ]  

an '  g i t  some roas tin '  ears , ' cuz mine wasn ' t ripe.  A woman wanted tuh buy a 

(15 )  LODESTONE - JOHN DE CONKAH - SILVER DIME 
3 INGREDIENTS IN INFORMANT ' S  TOBY 

HIS ROASTING-EARS STORY FROM VICKSBURG 

dozen [ ears of corn ] from me . 
An '  ah j �s '  stepped ovah , we�� 
mayb e two or three hunderd 
feet in dat othah pat ch , in 
de othah woman ' s  patch , an ' 

got ' em. Well , she saw me git t in '  ' em.  Well , she didn ' t say anythin ' den . Ah 
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got de doggone things an' brought ' em  on home an ' dey laid dere a li ' le while . 
An '  den ah went on up on Pearl Street an '  carried ' em  tub de lady an ' she bought 
' em. 

(Where did she live? ) 
On P earl S treet down here . 
(Pear l Street , P- e-a-r-1 Street . )  
Pearl S treet . 
(I  see . ) 
So ah come on back home an '  - it was mah sistah-in-law tole me . See . An '  ah 

was wondahin ' .  Ah says , "Ah wondah what ' s  de mattah ,  ah feel s o  funny . " Didn ' t  
wan ' tub go nowhere dat Sat ' day night . Well , dat was j is '  an ' hour or so b efo ' 
sundown . Well , ah set down dere . An '  ah was settin ' down dere an ' mah wife had 
chills . She laid down in de baid . Well , ah had some medicine dat ah made up 
mahself an ' ah give ' er fo ' de chills . 

(What did you make up for the chills? )  
Well , ah don ' t  remembah , but ah kin , s ee .  
(Oh , all r ight . Go ahead . )  
An '  somebody knocked on de do ' an ' ah had a halfa bottle o f  whiskey settin ' 

right down de re on de flo ' , right down at de foot of de baid . An '  ah was settin '  
on de b aid wi t mah back tuh de do ' , j is '  lak dis way [ demonstrates ] .  An '  ah 
didn ' t  look back , ah j is '  said , " Come in . "  Ah j is ' thought it  was somebody , yo ' 
know , but two police o fficahs walked right in , an ' one walked right up an ' s tood 
right ovah dat whiskey . Ah say , "Howya , Captain , what do yo ' say? What do yo 1 
say ? "  He says , " S o  yo ' had tuh git chew a few roas tin ' ears , did yuh? "  Ah says . 
" Oh !  Yes , sir . Ah ' ve got some roas tin '  ears . "  He say , 11Yeah , dey come from 
right down dere in Madam B ' s  roas tin ' -ear patch . " Ah says tuh mahself ,  " See ? "  
But ah tell ' im ,  "What ' s  kin be a li ' le wrong ? "  An '  h e  say , "Well , come o n  an ' 
go  tuh j ail . "  Ah stayed in j ail dat Sat ' day night  up until Monday mawnin ' at 
nine o ' clock. Ah took mah toby [ hand - mojo - luckpiece ] an ' torn it open an ' 
took two p ieces o f  John de Conkah root out of dere an ' put it mah mouth an ' 
walked right down de re tub de j udge . He asked me , he said , "Yo ' got a patch ? "  
Ah say , "Yassuh . "  

(You got a what ? )  
He says , "Yo ' got a roastin ' -ear p atch? " Ah say , "Yes , s ir . "  He says [ to 

the woman ] , "Yo ' go t one? "  An '  she tole ' 1m,  say , "Yes , sir . " An '  she had seven 
witnesses an ' ah didn' t have none . Now , dis is de truth . He said , "Well , what 
did yuh do wi t de roastin ' -ears yo ' had ? "  Ah said , "Ah so ld ' em  tuh Violet • • • •  " 
He said , "Where did yo ' git ' em?" Ah said , "Ah got ' em outa mah patch . " Yo ' 
know , he j is '  looked right s traight aroun ' at ' er an ' he s ay ,  "Well , yo ' got a 
patch an '  he got one , "  he says , "His word is  as good as yours . "  She say , "Well , 
ah go t - here ' s  two women here an ' [ I ]  got three men dat knows , lookin ' right 
[ at ] ' im when he got ' em . " He said , "Did yo ' go on out dere ? "  Ah say � "Ah went 
in mah own patch . " De j udge go on , he said , "Ah ' m  through wit dis case , an ' don'  
come up here no more wit  nuthin lak dat . "  He say , " Go on outa here , go on home . "  

(Well ,  what did you have in that toby that you tore up ? What did you have in 
that toby ? )  

Didn ' t have nuthin but lodes tone an ' John de Conkah an ' a silvah dime . 
( I  see . And you took this piece of  John the Conker out and spit it - I mean 

chewed i t ? )  
Yes , s i r .  Ah didn ' t spit it a t  ' im ,  ah j is ' kept achewin ' it . An ' when ah 

was talkin ' ah was as close as ah am tub yuh. 
(Did he know what you were chewing? )  
Naw , sir .  · Didn ' t know what ah was chewin ' .  



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3683 

(Was that - did that happen here in the Vicksburg Court House ? ) 
Right here in de City Hall . 
(City Hall ,  I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 5 7 ) , 1035 : 1 . ] 
9088 . De j udge - goin ' up b efo ' de j udge ? An ' yo ' don ' want no trouble wit 

de j udge . Yo ' take his name befo ' yo ' go up dere . Yo ' take de j udge ' s  name . 

(16) NAMES OF JUDGE AND DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
WRITE THEM 4 TIMES BACKWARDS 

• CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT IN COURT 

Don ' t care if yo ' don ' know him, 
yo ' j is '  try tuh fin ' s omebody 
dat knows his name - de dis trict 
attorney ' s  name . Yo ' take dere 
names an '  yo ' write ' em, yo ' write 

' em  fo ' times backwards - his las t name firs ' . An '  yo ' turn right aroun ' den an ' 
take dat firs ' name an '  wri te it las t an ' fold it up . An '  always try tuh put i t  
some p lace o n  yuh where yo ' will have when yo ' g o  i n  fo ' law - when yo ' g o  in fo ' 
co ' t .  Always try tuh have dat . All right . I f  yo ' kin , yo ' try tuh git chew a 
John de Conkah roo t .  Anyone dat yo ' think [ o f ] kin go tuh de drug s to '  some� 
where , an ' which is  very eas ily found . Dere ' s  people dat have ' em in drug s to ' s .  
A drug s to '  have dat , dat John de Conkah root . Yo ' chew dat . [New Orleans , La . , 
(831) ' 1235 : 8 . 1 

9089 . Dey claim that 
different kind of roses , 

if yo ' use God ' s Name three t imes aftah usin ' three 
one a red rose , a white ros e , an' anothah a kind of a 

(1 7 )  ROSES O F  3 COLORS : RED - WHITE - PINK 
BOIL - USE LIQUID IN YOUR BATHWATER 
ALSO CARRY SOME IN SMALL BOTTLE WITH 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - ALOES - BLUESTONE 
INCENSE - THEN INTO COURTHOUSE - SAY 
3 HIGHEST NAMES 9 TIMES - JUDGE EASY 

pink rose - after us in '  those 
roses - they boil those roses 
an ' get de j uice out of ' em  
an ' takes a bath in dat j uice . 
An '  den take dat j uice an ' put 
a little bit in a vial or 
sump in like dat in de pocket . 
An '  put a mixture in dat wit 

High John de Conkah an ' b luestone an ' aloes an ' incense ;  an ' den use de word , 
"God de Father , God de Son , an '  God de Holy Ghos t" fo ' nine times in de court
hous e .  Dat ' ll be imposs ible fo ' a j udge to give a heavy sentence .  [Elizabeth 

(18) .§Qg,: DO NOT USE ON SELF YELLOW SOAP 
OLD-FASHIONED LAUNDRY SOAP IN LARGE 
5 ¢  BARS YEARS AGO - USE 25¢ WHITE SOAP 
THEN RUB JOCKEY CLUB COLOGNE ON HANDS 

AND CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH BEFORE JUDGE 

City , N .  Car . , (482 ) , 498 : 8 . ] 
909 0 .  [Here is  a rare rite , 
magically a logical one , my only 
example of it in Hoodoo. See my 
coument at end . ] 
When yo '  are goin ' befo ' de 
j udge , yo ' go up dat morning . 

Befo ' yo ' leave to go up b efo ' de j udge , yo ' got what dey call Jockey Club Co
logne . All right , yo ' get up in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' wash yore face an ' hands ,  
but don ' t  wash wit yellah s oap . Wash wit what chew call dis white soap . Yo ' 
call - forgo t what yo ' call - proximine soap .  

(Peroxide soap ? )  
No t wit peroxide - p�ximine s oap . 

bar about that long . 
(Is it white? ) 
White - it cos t 25 ¢ .  

It ' s  a soap dey call proximine s oap , a 

[At that date an expensive s oap and prob ab ly sold by a hoodoo shop . ]  
(All right . )  
Yo ' eat yore breakfast , take dat Jockey Club Cologne an ' yo ' rub it on yore 

hands an '  yo ' get yo ' dat John de Conkah , an ' when yo ' go in de co ' thouse , yo ' 
j es ' chew it . 

[Years ago at the time of collecting this rite , I lacked experience to under-
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s tand it . Later when I read the transcription , I still misunderstood what was 
staring me in the face . Consequently I wro te on the transcrip tion sheet , still 
there in the manuscript , ng , meaning no good. Later and suddenly meaning came . 
Ins tead o f  us ing that cheap yellow soap your wife or mother uses for washing 
clothes , and you also use for washing hands , buy the white man ' s soap . Momen
tarily at least , you a yellow or b lack man will be an equal facing the white 
j udge . Besides , your hands will be white or clean . Even the name of the soap , 
pPoximine , looks suspicious . S ince informant was a little uncertain about this 
name , could it have b een s omething like pPox-mine ,  sugges ting that informant 
near the j udge would be playing a part by mimicry . In any case color symbolism 
is frequent in hoodoo , see COLOR SYMBOLISM ,  p . 7 9 7 f . , vol . l . ] [New Orleans , La . , 
(83 7 ) , 125 9 : 1 . ] 

9091 . Yo ' kin use dat [ s tring ] fo ' lawsuits . 
Jes ' lak if  yo ' was in a lawsuit ,  somebody had yo ' prosecuted an ' yo ' had 

tuh [ go to cour t ] an ' if ah wuz a witness against chah . Ah don ' t care how many 

KNOTS 12 IN STRING - SILENCES A COURT WITNE S S  
witnesses agains t chah , yo ' ll 
[ tie ] dat in about nine knots . 
Evah one of  us - yo ' ll tie us 

down in nine knots , an ' we can ' t harm yuh . Yo ' don ' t do no mo ' den tie dat . 
Yo ' j es '  tie dem knots an ' tell it whut chew want it  tuh do . S ee .  An ' when 
yo '  tell it whut chew want it tuh do , i t  goin ' work directly de way yo ' say .  

(Then what do you do with that s tring ? )  
What chew do wit i t  den? Jes ' hol ' i t  in yore han ' t ight . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

( 1382) , 2459 : 6 . ] 
909 2 .  J es ' lak yo ' got 

ah think it ' s  twelve knot s  
a case i n  co ' t ,  sompin othah lak dat , yo ' kin t i e  -
in a s tring . An '  take an ' put it [ s tring ] on a stick, 

yo ' know , an ' cut so many notches . 

KNOTS 12 IN STRING - TIE STRING ABOUT STICK 
KNOTCHES 12 IN STICK - DRIVE STICK INTO DARK 
CORNER OF YOUR HOUSE - CLEAR YOU IN COURT 

Ah think i t  is nine or twelve 
notches in dat stick .  Drive it 
yo ' know lak a peg at de da ' k  
cornah o f  yore house , an ' dey 
tell me dat ' ll cleah yuh in co ' t . 
(You have to have as many no tches 

on the s t ick as you have knots on the s tring ? )  
Dat ' s right . [Brunswick , Ga . , (117 7) , 19 90 : 14 . ] 
9093 . If a person have a fight , a purtty bad fight chew know , an '  ah know 

de man ' s goin '  git me - all of it fell on me b ecuz ah done mo ' den ' nuf f ,  an ' 

KNOTCHES 3 CUT BY DOCTOR IN ROOT TO REPRESENT 
DE F ATHAH AN '  DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST 

ah know it ' s  goin ' fall on me , 
an ' dunno [ don ' t know] whut tuh 
do . Aw , ah ' m  j es '  cryin ' an ' 
a-grievin ' ,  ah dunno whut tuh do . 

"Lawd , ah know ah ' ll gits a whole lo t ta time . "  An '  ah don ' wanta [ get  time ] . 
Heah comes somebody , says , "Oh , dat ' s so bad . Ah heared of yore troubles . "  

Says , "Well , ah tell yo ' , " says , "yo ' ain ' t go t no money an ' yore po ' an ' yo ' ll 
pay fo ' it . "  Says , "But chew kin git a li ' le ,  prob ' ly a dollah or two , but chew 
will git chew some luck. " 

"Wel l , where will ah go? "  
" Ah  know a man [doctoP] l ive right ovah dere , right s traight ovah dere . Ah 

know he ' ll fix yo ' up . "  
"Well , ah shore hope so becuz ah ' m  fed up . Ah dunno whut tuh do . "  
Says , "Yo ' go ovah dere . He ' s  a good man . He ' s  a high-class man . He knows 

s tuff . " 
Yo ' walk in an ' he [doctoP] s ays , "Hello , der e .  Yo ' s  in trouble dis mawnin ' , 
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ain ' t chah?"  
"Yes . "  
Says , "Yo ' s in trouble , "  says , "yo ' goin '  have a lawsuit an ' yo ' come out heah 

fo ' he ' p ? "  [For some of the methods used by doctors when greeting patients , see 
CONSULTATION TECHNIQUE , pp . 307-319 . ] 

"Yes . "  
Okay . 
"Well , ah tell yo ' right now , it goin ' cos t  chew five dollahs , an ' ah give 

yo ' somep in othah . An '  yo ' take dis an '  yo ' go up dere [ to court ] .  Dey j es '  
ast yo ' a few ques tions . Den come on out . "  He goes back an ' gives ' im  a li ' le 
piece of root about two inches , ah reckon . Dere ' s  three notches cut intuh dis 
root , an ' de notch is cut in dere to represent de Fathah an '  de Son an ' de Ho ly 
Ghost. 

Dat takes ca ' [ care ] of  dat . Yo ' know whut dat means . Dat ' s [ case is ] out . 
Dat ' s  throwed out . Dey j es '  say ,  "Out . "  

(That ' s  in a court cas e ? )  
Dat ' s throwed out . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1400) , 2521 : 1 . ] 
9094 . An ' they show ' em what to do , yo ' know. 
(I see , I unders tand . ) 

Yo ' ll get yo ' de j udge ' s name an ' yo' ll get yo ' a 
Yo ' put yo ' some sugar in dere . Buy yo ' some sugah .  

lamp what ' s  never was used . 
An '  yo ' take dat j udge ' s  

name an ' yo ' put it down in 
de lamp an '  pour de sugah 
on dat , on his name . Dat 
sweetens ' em up . Aftah yo ' 
put dat sugah down on dere , 

LAMP - NEW - JUDGE ' S  NAME IN WITH SUGAR - KEROSENE 
LIGHT - SAY IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES - HOLDING 
HAND UP TO GOD FOR HELP - LIGIITED 9 DAYS 

pour de kerosene in dere , an ' yo ' light this light . An' as yo ' re lightnin ' it , 
say , "In de Name of de Father , an ' de Son , an ' de Holy Ghos t , "  askin ' fo ' help . 
Hold yore hand up to God say ,  yo ' re asking fo ' help . Dat ' s  fo ' good . 

(What then? ) 
Yo ' leave dis light nine days an ' nights .  
(You leave i t  burn for nine days and nights ? ) 
Yes , sir . Dat ' s  when yo ' ge t yore subpoena . 
(And then that will help you out with the j udge? ) 

Yes , sir , it ' ll sweeten his mouth an '  yo ' come - when yo ' go before ' im ,  in
s tead of frowning , this is de truth , he instead of frowning , he ' ll smile . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 8) , 1114 : 8 . ] 

9 09 5 .  I t  was a colored person , a lady , Miss 
fell [ fall ] off in a trance , tell yuh anything . 

LIME - THE FRUIT - SUCK IF IN TROUBLE OR COURT 
SPIT THE JUICE JUST LIKE USING JOHN DE CONKAH 

Field [ in New York City ] she ' d 
An '  she tole me dat [ a  remedy 
in 870 : 2  - mullein and snake 
oil ] . An '  she even tole me dat 
any time de trouble come , any
thing dat ah wanted tuh go in-

tuh , or anybody was goin '  tuh do anything , tuh come b ack in trouble - she tole me 
tuh go git some limes , yo ' know dese li ' le limes . An '  if ah 'm goin ' in co ' t  or 
any trial dat was goin ' , cut one o f  ' em in half - dis fortunetellah in New York 
an '  walk in dere an '  while ah walkin ' in , put a half in mah mouth , an ' de whole 
time j es ' spi t  a li ' le bit of spit . Evahthin ' in cour t was throwed apart half
an ' -half , no kind of fine . Nuthin can be - de j edge cain ' t  do nuthin ' . She 
said , go anywhere , regardless , j es '  take dat lime an ' cut it in half an ' use dat 
in • • • •  

(When you are in trouble . )  
When yo ' in trouble be sure to git dat lime . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 663) , 870 : 2 . ] 
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9096 . Well , if  yo ' go tta go over there to meet a case an ' yo ' wanta miss de 
case , yo ' go tta go in de woods .  Aftah yo ' git in de woods , yo ' git yo ' a lizar� 
MY GRANDMOTHER WAS A TWO-HEADED PERSON an ' dat an ' she know a whole lot about daL 
Yo ' go git yo ' a lizard . Aftah yo ' get dat lizard , see yo ' take its palate out . 

Yo '  take its palate out . 
LIZARD - TAKE PALATE AND TIP-END OF TAIL 
BLUESTONE WATER - SET UNDER JAIL STEPS 
DAY OF TRIAL - GRANDMOTHER A TWO-HEAD 

(Out o f  his mouth? ) 
Out of ' is mouth . J es ' take ' is pal
ate out . Aftah yo ' take its palate 
out , then j es '  cut ' b out de t ip-end 

of its tail off . 
den , why yo ' t ake 

(Glucose? ) 

Aftah yo ' git his palate out an ' de tip-end of  his tail off , 
some watah dey call glucose [or  blueco s e ]  watah . 

Glucose . Glucose , yo ' could mix i t  up , yo ' could mix it up yoreself .  Dey 
sell dat at de Crackerj ack Drug S tore [ in New Orleans ] .  

(Oh l You mix it up . What ' s  it made out o f? )  
Yo ' make i t  up . Yo ' git s ome watah an ' yo ' mix about dis much o f  it . It ' s  

j e s ' like a blue pencil-like , yo ' know. [He is talking about b luestone . ]  But 
aftah yo ' put so much amount of watah in i t ,  it come to liquor-lak,  yo ' know. 

(What ' s  the blue s tuff called? )  
Called b luecose [ =  blue stone ] . 
(Blueco se? ) 
Yes . Yo ' see , it  come to a liquor-lak , yo ' see .  Aftah it  come to a liquor , 

an ' den yo ' j ust  put i t  in , de day dey try yo ' . 
(What do you do wi th that ? )  
Yo ' got d e  lizard ' s  palate.  
(And this little pie ce o f  his tail? Now , what 
Yo ' put dat in the b lueco se [bluestone ] watah , 

set  it undah de s teps . Af tah yo ' set  it undah de 
make yo ' mis s de case . 

(Under what s tep do you put that ? )  
Undah d e  j ail-hous e s t eps . 
(I  see , I see . ) 

do you do with that ? )  
aftah yo '  done mix i t  up , an ' 
step s , dat ' s de only way I knev 

Some one gotta set it  undah dere fo ' yo ' . [New Orleans , La . , (848b ) , 1311 : 8 . ] 
909 7 . When yo ' go b efo ' de j udge , yo ' know , yo ' have tuh make a vow tuh yo ' -

self . Now , ah ' ll tell yuh how yo ' ll have tuh do dat . Now , j is '  lak now , yo ' 

LODESTONE - CAMPHOR BALLS - ASAFETIDA - IN BAG 
WET WITH GASOLINE - CARRY PIECE OF SWEET BASIL 
WHEN JUDGE TALKS - YOU BE TALKING TO YOUR BAG 

know yo ' goin ' tuh have trial . 
Well , how yo ' have tuh dPess 
yuhs elf ? Yo ' have tuh git 
chureself some camphor b alls . 
Yo ' know dose camphor balls 

yo ' put in clothes . Well , yo ' git do se camphor balls an ' git choo a p iece of 
asafitadee . When yo ' git dose camphor balls , yo '  got ta beat dose camphor b alls 
up fine ; an '  den when yo ' beat dose camphor b alls up fine , den yo ' put chew some 
lodestone in dere wit it . An '  den yo ' b eat dat camphor ball up , an ' dis rag yo ' 
gonna put dis camphor ball in , [ put rag ] in gasoline , see . An '  now when yo ' take 
an ' git  it  an ' put it  in dat gasoline , git de rag wet .  Don ' wet de camphor b� 
j is ' wet de p iece [ rag ] see . An' den yo ' j is ' use dat , j is '  hold it down in yore 
pocket - j is ' carry it right wit chew in yore pocket • .  An ' den if  yo ' kin git a 
p iece o f  sweet b asil , carry dat ' long wit choo . Dat sweet basil gonna come in 
lucky . 

(What do you do with that camphor after you b eat it  up ? And the lodestone , 
what do you do with that ? )  

Take it an ' put i t  in dat rag , where dat gasoline ' s  been dipped in dere . Sev 
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it  up lak a li ' le bag , A SMALL LI ' LE BAG , an' yo ' see , j is '  lak WHEN DE JUDGE I S 
TALKIN ' TO YO ' ,  YO ' TALK TO IT LIKE YO ' ARE TALKIN '  TO SOMEONE . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
(936) , 1515 : 9 . ] 

909 8 .  Well , j es '  lak yo ' s  got a great b ig 
do nuthin wi t dat cas e .  Yo ' git all dem, yo ' 

case on hand an ' yo ' can ' t hardly 
git de j udge ' s  name ;  yo ' git de 

LORD ' S  PRAYER : WRITE NAMES OF JUDGE - DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY - POLICEMEN OF BEAT - ONE WHO ARRESTED 
YOU - TURN NAMES DOWN · - WEAR IN NATION SACK 
EVERY NIGHT SAY PRAYERS - CALL THEIR NAMES 

district attorney ' s  name ; yo ' 
git all dose p ' licemans on dat 
b eat , on yore beat . S ee ,  de 
one dat ' rested [ arrested ] ' em  
an ' evahthin ' . Yo ' writes all 
o f  dere names down an' yo ' take 

dere names an ' yo ' weah dere names ; see , aftah yo ' write ' em  down . See , yo ' turn 
all o f  ' em dis way . See • • •  [ demonstrates ] .  

( So they are headdown . ) 
Yeah , turn ' em down lak dat , see . An ' j es '  weah ' em right cross heah , right 

' cross de stomach . Dat ' s  all . Yo ' ain ' t  got a thing tub do • • •  [ demonstrates ] .  
Put it  in a li ' le "NATION SACK" [see THE NATION SACK WOMAN , pp . l449-1459 , vo1 . 2 ]  
see an ' weah i t  right ' cross de s tomach lak dat . An 1 evah mawnin ' soon as yo ' 
git up , yo ' say de Lord ' s  Prayahs behin ' dat an ' yo ' call all of  ' ems name . An '  
evah night yo ' git on yore knees an ' say d e  Lord ' s Prayah , an ' yo ' call dere 
names behin ' dat .  An ' dat ' s really good . [Memphis , Tenn . , (154 7 ) , 2806 : 8 . ] 

9099 . Git powdahs , perfume , dey call it Zucky star powdahs [ incense ] .  Yo ' 
burn it an '  as yo ' burn it  de s�t [ soot ] , it drops down ,  an ' as dat drops yo ' 

LUCKY STAR [ INCENSE ]  - BURN AND WISH - COURT CASE 
make a wish , an ' dat turns 
evahbody ag ' ins t chew in de 
line of tryin ' tuh do yo ' 

some harm. But chew [ in j ail ] cain ' t do it . 
bring it tuh de co ' troom an ' do dat . 

Some of yore friends will have tuh 

(You wouldn ' t do that in the courtroom , though? ) 
Do it at home an ' make a wish as dat falls down. 
(What do you call this powder ? }  
Lucky s tar powdah. Yo ' buys i t  in de drug sto ' . I t  looks lak dus t ,  an ' as 

it burns de soo t  drop s  from it , an '  yo ' make a wish in behin ' dat s tuff . An ' 
anybody tryin ' tuh do yo ' some harm dat turn ' em  ' gins t chew. 

Jis ' lak i f  yo ' have s omebody in j ail an ' yo ' want ' em  out , well yo ' take an ' 
burn dat . Go up tuh de j ail .  Den it won ' t be long ' fore dey be  outa de j ail . 
[Lucky Star is also incense shaped like a s tar , see LUCKY STAR , No . 2088 , p . 607 , 
vol . l .  ] [Memphis , Tenn .  , (949) , 1531 : 7 . ] 

9100 . If yo ' have somebody in prison -
becuz dey ' ll notice too much i f  yo ' take a 

it ' s mo ' easy fo ' yo ' tuh take a cord 
string , if yo ' go tuh see yore people 

dere.  Yo ' ll go dere tuh see ' em 
an ' yo ' ll have tuh do dat slightly 
[ carefully ] yo ' see . Lak if he ' s  

MEASURE - PRISONER WITH STRING - TOP OF HEAD 
TO BOTTOM OF FOOT - TAKE HOME - BURN IN NEW 
HANDKERCHI EF WITH JUDGE ' S  NAME - DROP ASHES 
FROM CELL DOOR - TO OUTSIDE JAIL - TO HOME 

standin ' up , den yo ' stand up an ' 
yo ' j is '  put dat cord lak back of 
his haid lak dat • • •  [ demons trates ] .  

Jis ' stan '  up lak dat , an ' yo ' take dat cord an '  put it behin ' his haid . An '  den 
yo ' unwrap de othah part an' let it fall on de flo ' • • •  [demons trates ] . Well , now 
whils t he s tandin ' dere , yo ' tell 1 im don '  move , say , "Don ' move . "  

(Take that whole measure from the top o f  his head t o  the foot) . 
Yo ' take dat up an ' den yo ' f ix dat in a ball . Yo ' see ,  y o '  fix dat an ' den 

yo ' burn dat wit a brand-new han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  Yo ' burn dat . Let ' im wipe his face 
an' burn dat an ' wit ' is name - de j udge ' s  name . Yo ' burn all dat tuhgethah , 
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dat papah an ' all tuhgethah , yo ' see , an '  de lawyah ' s  name . An '  yo ' burn all da� 
tuhgethah . An '  when he ' ll come , if he won ' discharge ' im ,  he won ' t let ' im  go 
no fu ' thah. Yo ' j is '  drap [ drop ] it from de do ' an ' yo ' j is '  drap it [ ashes ] .  

(When you go back to see him again , you sprinkle that [ string and paper ]  dust 
around , and they will  turn him loose? ) 

Yes . [Algiers , La . , (1602) , 2975 : 4 . ] 
9101 . [Here we have a remarkable rite , a rare glimpse at how a hoodoo doato� 

prepares his alient or patient for a po ssible death sentence . Equally interes t
ing ,  the greatest small book in the World , The Gospe l of John , is unable to com

MOSES : SIXTH AND SEVENTH BOOKS OF MOSES 
ALSO FIRST MIRACLE : TURNING WATER INTO WINE 
"LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED" 
WEAR PSALM IN BOTTOM OF EACH SHOE 
MEMORIZE PSALM - REPEAT MORNING AND NIGHT 
DAY OF COURT - WEAR UNDERSUIT WRONGS IDE OUT 
WALK BACK 9 STEPS - SAY TO SELF FIRST MIRACLE 
" CHRIST , JESUS , TURNT WATAH TUH WINE" 
THEN SAY : "LORD , YO ' GO TUH PREP ARE DE WAY 
FO 1 ME BUT YQ" COME AG 1 IN TUH SEE ME IN YO ' SELF" 
KEEP REPEATING P SALM DURING TRIAL 
YET WHEN JUDGE CALLS PRISONER TO SENTENCE HIM 
IT IS FROM DE SIX AN ' SEVEN BOOKS OF MOSES 
"DAT POWAH WOULD COME AN '  CHANGE DE JUDGE MIN 1 "  

pete with a book o f  magic ! 
The statement firs ' ,  seaon ' ,  
an '  third ahaptah of Psalms 
confuses b ecause the word 
chapter here cannot mean com
plete P salms , 1 ,  2 ,  and 3 not 
applying to the present s itu
ation . Chapters also means 
verses .  I sugges t ,  a s  in 
several o ther cases , inform
ant has Psalm 23  in mind here, 
especially verses 1 ,  4 ,  and 6. ) 
In cas e i f  a fellah wuz seized 
fo ' murdah , sompin lak dat , 
an '  yo ' wanted tuh git ' im  off 
lightly . Not say ' zactly 

bring ' im out altuhgethah , but yo ' see , yo ' read de firs ' ,  secon ' an ' third chap
tab o f  Psalms , Let thy heart not be troub led [no t  from Psalms but from Gospe l of 
John , 14 : 1 ,  Let not yoUP heart be troub led , King James Version . ] But write i t  
off . Yo ' write d e  Psalms off an '  weahs ' em in yore shoe , one in each shoe . An '  
yo ' takes de second chaptah o f  P salms an ' git dat down by yeah [ learn it by 
"ear , "  by memory ] .  An '  eva.h night an ' evah mawnin ' dat yo ' lays down an ' git 
up , repeats  dat in yore mind . 

When yo ' git ready tuh go tuh de co ' thouse , yo ' change yore undahsuit ,  change 
i t  on de �ronghan ' side , back up nine s tep backwards an ' say de firs ' miracle : 
Christ, Jesus, tza>nt �atah tuh �ne . Speak dat in yore mind . Say : Lord, yo ' go 
tuh pPepare de �ay fo ' me but yo ' aome ag ' in tuh see me in yo 'se Z f. Yo ' goes 
downs ti ' s  intuh de co ' troom .  An '  as de j udge be tryin ' yo ' , yo ' be s t ill ' peatbi 
[ repeating ] de s econ ' Psalm in yore min ' . An '  when de j udge will call yo ' in 
front of ' im , de powah [ power ] , say from de Six an ' Seven Books of Moses , dat 
powah would came an ' change de j udge min ' . If yo ' goin ' git lifetime , he would 
change tuh manslaughtah . 

[After I turned off  machine , informant said s omething . ]  
(What did Chris t do? )  
Change watah into wine . Dat de firs ' miracle he done . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

( 1364) , 2406 : 6 . ] 
9 102 . Seventh Book of Moses , during trial let somebody read it and yo ' think 

o f  what is de 7th Book , while dey were having yore trial . Or let some one s lip 
it tuh yuh an ' weah it in bottom o f  yore sho es during trial . [ SiDce 

MOSES AGAIN i t  would b e  impossible to wear this paper-back volume in your shoe. 
perhaps one of the pages or something copied from the book is 

worn . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2) , 155 3 : 1 . ] 
9103 .  Dere ' s a small root  dat dey call de Moses . An' yo ' take dat root an '  

yo ' chew it de whole t ime dey ' s fixin ' tuh have dis trial , yo ' chew it . An' yo '  
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be ' s  chewin ' de spit an ' d ere ' ll come on some disastah o f  de trial , it won ' t come 
up . 

Now , ah did s ee dat . Ah s ee dat happen in Waycros s ,  Georgia . Ole man Murray 
dat had a son in dere , an ' dey was fixin ' tuh give him two years , an ' de j udge , 

MOSES ROOT - PRISONER CHEWS DURING TRIAL 
HE WALKS OUT OF COURT WITHOUT BEING SEEN 

de sherif f an ' all de people dat was 
in de cour t , an ' dat boy walked right 
out by ' em  all an ' was gone . He walks 
right out de co ' thouse . All o f  de 

solicitors an ' de j udge an ' evahthin ' was set tin ' dere . It was about three or 
fo ' ' clock in de evenin ' , an ' when he got up an ' walked out , dere didn ' t anybody 
pay him any attention . He walked right on out an ' was gone thirty minutes ' fo '  
any of ' em detected he was gone . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1009) , 1633 : 11 . ] 

9104 . Yo ' mean if dey ketch yuh fo ' trial . Well , if dey ketch yuh fo ' trial 
an ' yo ' kin git out on bond tuh git tuh dis j udge - know wheah dis j udge stays 

NAILS FOUR - DRIVE INTO 4 CORNERS OF JUDGE ' S HOUSE 
an ' git tuh his home , yo ' 
go dere an ' slap fo ' [ these 
4 obj ects later ] : one tuh 

dis cornah , one tuh dat cornah , dis cornah , an ' dat 
one , dat ' ll be yuh . When yo ' go co ' t ,  when de co ' t 
loose . 

cornah . Dr ive f o ' . De third 
come , dey turn yo ' right 

(What do you drive ? )  
Drive fo ' nails . Drive one east , west , south an ' north , an ' when de co ' t  

come , dat settles it . It ' s  off . [ Charleston , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 603 : 3 . ] 
9105 . Yo ' kin , if yo ' know de j udge name . Jes ' lak ah know yore name , see , 

an ' mah folks goin ' up dere tuhday tuh be on a trial , see . Jes ' lak ah know de 

NAME OF JUDGE - WRITE AND TACK OVER HIS DOOR 
j udge lak ah know him now. Ah 
makes dat same person whut goin ' 
up on de trial , if he in or out 

on a bond - ah kin do it mahself . Write his ful l  name , de j udge ' s  full name , 
an ' go right tuh dat do ' right dere , an '  tack i t  ovah dat do ' , see . An '  ah ' d  
go right up d ere front of de co ' t  an ' evahthin ' will be  all right . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1249 ) , 2123 : 4 . ] 

9106 . Get the j udge ' s  name and the j urymen ' s  name , an ' yo ' take yo ' - whilst 
de case goin ' on - yo ' gets dat an '  yo ' make a ho t fire . An' yo ' take yo ' a hot 

NAMES OF JUDGE AND JURYMEN BOILED DURING TRIAL 
pot of watah , an ' yo ' take dat 
name an ' put· it in dere . An' 
man , have it  boilin ' ! An ' j ust 

like dat , de co ' t  goin ' to keep ups tirred all de time . Keep it upstirred an ' 
dey can ' t do nuthin . Dey won ' t  nevah come to no agreement . Gotta have dat watah 
boilin ' wit de name in it . Yo ' see ! Drop a li ' le sugah in dere , yo ' see ,  an ' 
j us t  keep on boilin ' up , an ' dis court will j us t keep upstirred all de t ime .  An '  
at a certain time yo ' take de watah an '  yo ' throw it . An '  when yo ' throw dat 
watah out , de j ud ge will throw dat case out . [ New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1400 : 5 . ] 

9 TIMES : THE MEANING OF - WHY THIS NUMBER USED 
WRITE JUDGE NAME 9 TIME S  ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
CUT LIKE SOLE AND WEAR IN SHOE - WRITE YOUR 
NAME 9 TIMES OVER HIS - SAYING , " JUDGE , I WANT 
YOU IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON AND 
THE HOLY SPIRIT TO HAVE MERCY ON ME TODAY AND 
LET ME GO" - PUT 9 DROPS OF VAN VAN ON NAMES 

9107 . Now , here ' s  another way . 
If yo ' goin ' to de j udge - sup
pos in ' yo ' goin '  down dere to  
Judge Landix , why yo ' j ust take 
Judge Landix ' name . Take parch
ment papah an ' cut out j ust de 
sole of yore shoes , stick in 
your - sew it to de heel o f  yore 
sho e .  An '  yo ' take his name an ' 

write ' is name down nine times . He ' s a nine-months child , see.  
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(He is a nine-month child ? ) 
Yeah , his mo ther carried him nine months . Yo ' take yore name an '  yo ' write 

hit down dere nine times , over his . Yo ' 11 say , "Judge , ah want yo ' ,  In de Name 
of de Father an ' de Son an '  de Ho ly Spiri t ,  to have mercy on me today an ' let me 
go . "  An '  dat same thing , whensomevah dey cal l  yo ' up befo ' de j udge - yo ' ll have 
a lawyer dere to do yore talkin ' . De j udge goin ' to ask yo ' a few ques tion an ' 
de lawyer goin ' to take part . Yo ' j us t  keep a-saytn ' dat inwardly . De policemaa 
get up an ' make ' is testimony . "Don ' yo ' come back here no mo ' . "  Ah say , 
"Thanks . "  Oat ' s fo ' dat .  Now , yo ' use nine drops of Van-van fo ' dat . 

(How do you put that on? )  
Yo ' put dat right on - right in dat par chment papah an ' den put i t  in yore 

sho e  an ' walk on dat , dat right shoe . 
(Is  Van- van an old oil?)  
An ole o il , but  yo ' mus t know when yo ' gettin ' Van-van. Ah was kiddin ' a boy 

here month befo ' last , ah say ,  "Now, look , ah' m  no t in de business but , " ah said .  
" d is is fo ' a p ersonal friend o f  mine , an ' she done gone down here [ to where Van
van is sold ] an ' got some [ Van-van ] per fume down [ ther e ] . Ah don ' want dis othah 
s tuff [ she got ] . Give me de othah s tuff . "  Van-van [ o f  go od quality ] is kind of 
[hard to get ] . Wor Van-van , see p . 662 and els ewhere . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 819) . 
1178 : 1 . 1 

9 108 . Ah heard dat j es '  
dey prob ' ly let chew out on 
woods an ' git chew de heart 

lak if yo ' wuz tuh gi t in trouble , somepin lak , an ' 
a bond . Well ,  ah hear ' d  dat chew would j is '  go in de 
outa red oak tree. An'  yo ' takes de heart of dis 

OAK: FROM RED-OAK TREE HEART WOOD CUT A PIECE 
AND SHAPE IT LIKE A HEART - WEAR OVER YOUR HEART 
IN BAG - AT COURT THERE WILL BE 3 HEARTS 
YOURS - WOOD ' S  - JUDGE ' S - A LIGHTER S ENTENCE 

tree an ' yo ' takes an ' trims 
it down , an ' yo ' puts it in a 
bag , an ' hangs it right ovah 
yore hear t .  An ' den whenevah 
yo ' git ready tuh go down fo ' 
dem tuh try yuh or anything , 

says , "Now yo ' have dese two hearts tuhgethah . "  Den dat ' ll b e  three hearts , yo ' 
know : his heart , yore heart an ' de red-oak-tree ' s  heart , suppo sed all tuh be as 
one . Well , yore mind is goin ' be fo ' tuh free yo ' ,  an '  den , says dis heah heart 
of de tree will work wit de hear t of de man . An '  dey says , den dat ' ll cuz yore 
case tuh be lagged , cuz dem tuh give yuh lightah terms .  

(Well ,  now , what do you mean by the heart o f  the red oak? What d o  you mean 
by the heart ? )  

De heart o f  d e  tree . See , yo ' cuts de tree , cuts i t  down , j es ' lak yo ' cut 
it right down .  Well , dey gits de middle outa d is tree . Yo ' takes an '  cuts a 
p iece o f  dis heah tree , j es '  trim it down an ' shape it  wit yore heart j es '  lak 
a heart . 

(You make i t  in the shape of a hear t . ) 
Yo ' take dis heah an ' put it right ovah yore 

trial an ' dese three hearts • • •  [ Fayet teville , N. 

OIL OF AMBER - CROSSES WITH ON BOTTOMS OF FEET 
AND RUB ON HANDS - MIDDLE OF TEMPLE AND CHIN 
EVERYONE IS SYMPATHETIC - GOOD FOR ANY TROUBLE 

this , and then you rub it right at the top of -
then right down your chin. ) 

heart . Den ya goes down tuh 
Car . , (1391) , 249 7 : 5 . ] 

9109 . Den ah tell yo ' anothah 
thing dat ' s  very good . Yo ' use 
dat oil o f  amber . Yo ' cross  de 
bot tom of yore feet wit dat , 
both feet , an '  rub it on yore
self [ demonstrates ] .  
(You rub it on the hands like 

the middle o f  the temple , and 

An '  yo ' kin go anywheres an ' dey will be so sympathi z ing wit yo ' .  
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(You mean that i s  to  get  out of trouble or  • • • ) 
Mos t anythin '  [ even a cour t  case ] . 
Ah had a girl in de hospital , she wus goin ' - wanted to be gradua ted , go in '  

to be a nurse , an ' she was doin ' some li ' le things she shouldn ' t  have done , an '  
de head nurse was goin ' to discharge ' er .  An '  she didn ' t wanta leave fer any
thing . An '  ah j est  give her de stuff an ' to le ' er what to do an ' she stayed 
dere - j est graduated .  

(You use that for little minor things . ) [Washington , D . C . , ( 62 7) , 805 : 1 . ] 
9110 . I f  yo ' can get de j udge ' s  name , well yo ' use dis name nine t imes into 

yore shoe , in each shoe , an ' mix it wit parsley , an ' yo ' dress yoreself wit a 

OILS 3 :  VERBENA - PINE - MYRTLE - BATHE WITH 
JUDGE ' S NAME 9 TIMES AND PARSLEY IN EACH SHOE 
DO THIS 3 MORNINGS BEFORE YOUR CASE COMES UP 

oil : oil  o f  verbena , o il o f  mor
itil [myrtle] an ' pine oil . Yo ' 
takes a bath in dem. 
(What are those o ils now? ) 
Oil of verbena , oil of  moritil 

[myrtle ] an ' pine oil . Yo ' takes a bath in dat . 
(Oil of  moritil [myrt le ] ? )  
Yes , sir . Three mornings befo ' yore case comin ' up , when yo ' gets a sub

poena , well yo ' do dat fo ' three mornings . See , de last morning , dat ' s when yo ' 
are goin ' befo ' de j udge .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 38) , 1261 : 3 . ] 

9111 . [ The red onion is  one of the well-known obj ect s  in hoodoo , having been 
inherited from folk medicine as well as what passed for the scient ific medicine 
o f  the day .  A few examples of its use will be found in margin tit le ONION , 

ONION - RED ONE - PUNCH 4 HOLES INTO - SALT FILL 
CALL NAMES OF ENEMIES AND FOR EACH ONE STICK 
A PIN INTO THIS ONION - IN COURT KEEP THI S 
RED ONION IN POCKET WITH HAND COVERING PINS 

pp . 6 2 2- 6 26 , v . l .  On p . 6 25 ,  
line 6f . , I find a note of 
my own : "Red onion - like red 
flannel ball or (red) bag for 
hands - symbolizes the human 
heart . "  Where that came from 

I no longer remember .  Perhaps an informant in Hoodoo says it . Since the rite 
about to be given is a squeezing rite (another type o f  magic often ignored and 
unindexed) , see No . 2188 , p . 625 , for another red onion squeezed in court . ]  

If yo ' goin '  up befo ' de j udge an ' yo ' don ' want de j udge tub put no sent ence 
on yuh stall , yo ' wanta come cleah of whut chew done . Git chew a red onion an ' 
yo ' cut a roun ' hole in dere , cut a roun ' hole in dat onion . An '  aftah cuttin '  
de hole in dat onion , yo ' take yo ' some salt an '  full i t  up , full dem holes wit 
dat salt . 

(How many holes ? )  
Fo ' [demon strates ] : one heah , one dere , one dere , an ' one dere - de fo ' holes . 

An '  evahone dat yo ' thinks ag ' inst chew, yo ' take yo ' pins - stiakpins [ ordinary 
pins ] , an ' evahone yo ' learn ag ' inst chew , call dere name an ' punch it down in 
dere .  Evahone yo ' thinks ag ' ins ' chew,  call dere name , "By de he ' p [ of God ] ah 
wan ' chew tub git me off . "  Do dat in de mawnin ' or any time in de day , j es '  put 
' fm  down in dere . Put ' im down in dere , evahone yo ' think ag ' ins ' yuh , j es ' 
stick ' em  down in dat onion. An '  aftah stickin ' ' em in dat onion , take dat onion 
an '  take an ' pu t  it in yore pocket . But be sure tuh hold it [ keep your hand on 
it ] . Jes ' lak yo ' put des e  p ins down in dere , be sure tub hold it in yore han ' s  
j es '  lak dat [ demonstrates ] j es ' dat-a-way . 

(Bring your fingers over the top of the onion , and have the heads of the pins 
under them . ) 

Yes , dat ' s  r ight . Keep it in yore pocket . Keep it tight an ' he can ' t do 
anything wit chew. He ' ll turn yo ' loose . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1331) , 2291 : 8 . ] 

911 2 .  Whut ah heard about goin ' befo ' de j edge : yo ' take two red onions -
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understand me - an ' yo ' peel it . Yo ' git de peelin ' from two red onions an ' yo ' 

ONIONS 2 - RED ONES - BURN PEELINGS FROM - MIX 
WITH SULPHUR - IN LEFT SHOE - GO BEFORE JUDGE 

burn dese peelin ' , yo ' under
stand me , intuh a powdah , an ' 
yo ' mix up sulphuh wit i t , dis 
powdah from de red onion .  An ' 

put it  in yore left-foot shoes an '  go on befo ' 
(When you go before the j udge? ) 

. . ' im. Dat ' s all yo ' gotta do . 

Yeah ,  dat will conkah him , don ' t chew know . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1259 ) , 2137 : 10 . ]  
9113 . If yo ' have tuh go befo ' de j udge , de fir s ' thing yo ' do - yo ' got a 

trial comin ' up an ' yo ' figure dat chew goin '  to git [ canno t unders tand word , 
meaning time or gui Zty - de f irs ' thing yo ' do , firs ' yo ' ·git choo two cards , 

ONIONS 2 - RED ONE S : BEFORE COURT DIG 4-CORNERED 
HOLE [GRAVE SYMBOL] - BURY IN - 2 CARDING CARDS 
[ INDEX CARDS ? ] - 1 WHITE - 1 RED - PRAY - WISH 
ALSO BEFORE COURT - CUT 2 RED ONIONS - ONE 
INTO 2 PARTS - PACK IN CRACKED ICE - THE OTHER 
CUT INTO 4 PARTS - OUT IN YOUR YARD ON WAY TO 
COURT - EACH OF 4 PARTS OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
SAYING : '}\H ' M  THROWIN' YUH BACK ACROSS MAH 
SHOULDAH FO ' TUH RETURN BACK AN '  P ICK YUH UP" 

two aarding aards . An ' yo ' 
git choo a white an ' yo' git 
choo a red [aarding aard] . 
An '  yo ' go in yuh yard or 
house or somepin , where yuh 
know where dirt  [ earth ] is .  
Well yo ' dig a space [having ] 
fo ' cornahs , yo ' know j is '  
big enough fo ' them [ the 
cards ] tuh go down . [ This 
four-cornered hole is a sym-

bolic grave . ] Lay them [ the cards ] down [ in the hole ] . Yo ' say yuh prayahs fo ' 
whut choo wan ' tuh do . Say yo ' wan' tuh return back home all r ight an ' no charge 
ag ' ins t choo . Well yo ' git choo two red onions an ' a piece o f  ice . Yo ' cut one 
of  dem onion in half in two , an ' break de ice , an ' j is '  spread dem onion lak dat 
[ demons trate ] an ' put de ice tuhgethah like dat , see . Den yo ' cut dis othah 
onion in fo ' parts . An ' when yo ' go an ' git in de yard , yo ' throw it ovah yore 
lef ' shouldah an ' say , Ah 'm throiJ)in ' yuh baak aaross mah shou Zdah fo ' tuh return 
baak an '  piak yuh up. An ' yo ' comin ' back.  

[Why were the preceding cards , white and red , buried ? Originally I thought 
informant was talking about playing cards . A red card would be hearts or dia
monds . What is a white card? They are index cards , even paper . Why these cards 
were buried we can learn from COLOR SYMBOLI SM (p . 79 7 f . ) and especially margin 
title WHITE CANDLE , WHITE MAN ;  RED CANDLE , DARK MAN ;  BLACK CANDLE , ENEMY MAN 
(p . 801 ) . The white card , r epresent ing the white judge is b ur ied f irs t ; on top 
of him is buried the red card signifying the black man . Symbolically the black 
man conquers the white j udge even before the trial ! ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (971) , 

PINS 9 - STICK 1 EACH DAY - IN A LINE POINTING 
DOWN - IN ROW ON FRONT OF SHIRT - lOTH PIN PUT 
CROS SWAY S AT BOTTOM - THIS MAKES AN UPS IDE 
LETTER . "T" OR TAU CROSS - YOU WIN CASE AT COURT 

1571 : 3 . ] 
9 114 . Dey tell me a man kin 
take nine p ins an ' stick one 
a day , if yo ' goin ' have a 
case in co ' t .  S tick one a day 
fo ' nine days an ' yo ' stick 

' em  right in a s t raight line on any part yo ' weah in front ,  yore shirt or yo ' 
coat . Don ' let nobody intahfere wit ' em. When yo ' get down tuh de las ' one , 
stick de tenth one crossways at de bottom , an ' go tuh co ' t  an ' yo ' ll come out . 

(How do you st ick those pins ? Do you stick them down? )  
Evah point down, but let d e  haids b e  dat neah even if yo '  kin , right on down. 
(And the tenth one you put it horizontal . )  
Put it crossways , cross de - ninth one at de bottom.  An '  dey tells me dat 

whups [whips ] de lawsuit . [This upside down tau cros s  is the magic o f revers�) 
[ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1129) , 1835 : 4 . ] 
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9 115 . Yo ' kin do dis . Yo ' kin take nine brass pins an ' go where yo ' see 
some l i ' le hickories [ young hickory trees ] growin ' . Twist ' em up tuhgethah an ' 
den take dose p ins , nine o f  ' em tuhgethah , an ' p in dat tuhgethah . Twist ' em 
till yo ' kin p in i t  tuhgethah . Let [ demonstrates]  one haid be dis way an ' one 

PINS 9 - BRASS : TWIST SEVERAL SMALL HICKORY 
TREES TOGETHER - PIN THEM TOGETHER WITH THESE 
PINS - EXPRESS INTENTION OF WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
THIS WILL PIN SHUT MOUTHS OF ENEMIES AT COURT 

haid dataway an ' de points come 
tuhgethah .  
(All the point s and the heads 
come together? )  
Come tuhgethah , an ' pin it tuh
gethah . An ' hit ' ll s tay right 

dere.  An ' dat ' ll shet de mouth up , of all of 
(In a court case or anything of that sort ? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2400 : 6 . ] 

' em . 

9116 . Yo ' git rattlesnake mastah an ' shoe-make 
keep it in yore mouth while talkin ' tuh de j edge . 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER AND SHOE-MAKE [ SMOOTH SUMAC ] 
CHEW IN COURT TO WIN YOUR CASE 

root , an ' yo ' chew it  an ' yo ' 
[Rattlesnake master is a term 

in the United States meaning 
any plant supposedly curing a 
rattlesnake bit e .  These plants 
are usually the but ton snake

roots Liatris aquarrosa and L. saariosa , or the plant Eryngium aquatiaum of the 
southeas tern United S tates . Shoe-make is  the smooth sumac , a common North Ameri
can sumac (Rhus glabia) , sometimes also the dwarf sumac (R. aopol lina) . ]  [ Savan
nah , Ga . , (1269 ) , 2148 : 7 . ] 

9117 . Well , ah learnt dat if  yo ' wants tuh git 
son or sompin in prison , an ' yo ' done want him out 

SAGE GRAINS [ SEED ] 12 - TAKE TO PRISONER - LET HIM 
SWALLOW - READ PORTION OF BIBLE TO HIM - FREES HIM 

chew - j es '  lak if yo ' had a 
an ' don ' t have de money tuh 

git  ' im  out . Yo ' go an ' 
git chew some sage . Take 
twelve grains o f  sage an ' 
yo ' care [ carry ] ' em tuh de 

co ' thouse evah mawnin ' evah t ime yo ' kin git dere an ' give ' im  one of dem an '  
let ' im swallow it . An ' yo ' come back. Yo '  penetrate i f  yo ' kin git t o  ' em 
[him] give ' im one an ' let ' em swallow until he swallow de twelve grains . Come 
back home an '  git a Bible an ' dere ' s a po ' tion in de Bible somewhere roun ' ab out 
de twelve chaptah ah think , dey say ,  an ' yo ' read de fir s ' three chaptah . An ' 
dey ' ll eithah turn ' im  free or dismiss de cas e .  

(What book in the Bible do they read ? }  
[He must have said St . Luke . ] 
( St .  Luke , you say ? )  
Yes . [ There are appropriate verses in Luke 1 2  for a person in j ail . ] [ Way

cross , Ga . , (1159 ) , 1933 : 6 . ] 
9118 . Yes sir , yo ' kin take a Bible an ' take de 91  P salms out it , an ' put 

sage leaves in it an '  care it up to de j ailhouse ; an ' if it ' s  anybody in dere dat 
yo ' want out , yo ' let ' em  read 91 Psalms .  An' yo ' read it an ' dey ' ll turn ' em ouL 

SAGE LEAVES IN BIBLE AT PSALM 91 
PRISONER AND DOCTOR READ TOGETHER 

(What do you do with those sage leave s then?)  
Put ' em in de Bible . 
(Where the 9lst Psalm is ? )  
Where de 9 1  Psalm i s  an '  give dem de Bib le 

an '  yo ' have one an ' yo ' let dem read de 91 Psalms while yo ' readin '  it .  
(Do you read yours in the j ai lhouse with them or at home? )  
[Notic e  how I say them agreeing with him , rather than saying him. I frequent

ly do this in Hoodoo. ] 
Wit ' em at de j ailhouse . 

Psalm 9 1  for the prisoner ? 
[ Did informant have 2 Bibles or did he copy out 

They evidently read thi s  well-known Psalm together . ]  
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9119 . (1)  Dey could gi t a big sage leaf an ' write de Ten Commandment on dat 
sage leaf an ' take it tub de co ' t an ' yo ' make out anybody dere an ' j es '  throw 

3 BRIEF RITES FOR COURT : 
WRITE WORDS TEN COMMANDMENTS 
ON LARGE SAGE LEAF - IN COURT 
SPLIT RED ONION INTO 4 PARTS 
SALT - CARRY TO COURT - BLOW BREATH 
HOLD SILVER DIME UNDER TONGUE 

it . ( 2 )  Eithah yo ' could take a red onion 
an ' split it in fo ' parts  an' sprinkle salt 
in it an ' carry it in yore pocket han ' ke ' 
ch ' ef ,  an ' whilst in dere , blow yore breath 
once in awhile . (3)  Or eithah yo '  kin take 
a [ silver]  ten cent s an ' put it  undah yore 
t ongue an ' hold it dere , an ' dat will make 
d e  party dat ' s  against yo ' , ' sturbed [ dis

turbed ] . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454) , 2643 : 9 . ] 
9120 . Yo ' goes tuh a palm tree an ' go on de s ide de sun rise on , an ' yo '  chop 

dat down , right tub de roo t  of it . An ' yo '  g it s  some of dat [ root ] an ' yo ' could 
sew some of  dat up wit six sage leaves . Yo ' gits six sage leaves . 

PALM TREE - DIG OUT PIECE OF ROOT ON 

SUNRISE S IDE - WEAR IN BAG WITH 3 SAGE 
LEAVES - KEEP 1 SAGE LEAF IN EACH SHOE 
LEAF 6 CLIENT HOLDS UNDER TONGUE IN COURT 

(You get some o f  this palm root and 
then you mix these six sage leaves 
in there . All r ight . )  
Yo ' mix it up an ' put it tuhgethah 
an ' yo ' kin s ew hit up - sew it up 
tuhge thah . An ' yo put three intuh 

dat - three of those s ix [ sage ] leaves - three of ' em . Yo ' mix it up tuhgethah 
an ' give a person one tuh weah in each one of his shoes . Dat i s  fo ' trouble ,  
lak yo ' go t  a case in co ' t ,  a bad cas e .  Dat ' ll kinda he ' p  yo ' out in co ' t . 

(In this bag you have three sage leaves with thi s  palm root and he has one 
[ sage leaf ] in each sho e .  All r ight he has· one left over . What is he going to 
do with that ? )  

He takes dat o thah one an ' he  keeps hit t ill h e  g o  inside [ court ] , an ' when 
he go inside , he puts it  in a knot undah his tongue - undah his tongue - an '  
he  b e  talkin ' . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1224 ) , 2080 : 8 . ] 

912 1 . An ' i t ' s anothah one . If yo ' should git in trouble ,  yo ' take an ' yo ' 
write : Mark , Matthew ,  Luke an ' John . [ These names are written one under the 
other . ] Den yo ' take some sage an '  put i t  right in de c entah of it . 

NAME 4 GOSPEL S : MATTHEW - MARK - LUKE - JOHN 
WRITE ONE UNDER OTHER - YOUR NAME CROS S ING THEM 
SAGE IN CENTER - WEAR IN SHOE WHEN AT COURT 

(You write these names on a 
p iece of  paper ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 
(And you put that sage in the 
center of  that paper ? )  
Dat ' s  right . 

ways , cro ss do se fo ' names , 
self j es '  when yo ' go in de 
wick , Ga . , (1206 ) , 2034 : 1 . ] 

An ' yo ' write chure name crass
an ' yo ' put it in yore shoe . An ' yo ' repres ent yo ' 
co ' t  an ' de Lord will take de part wit chew . ( Bruns-

9122 . Git chew sag e ,  yo ' ve heard tell of sage , an ' yo '  git chew de seed of  
dat sage . Dere ' s  so many seeds on i t . Yo ' see , dis is got out de Bible , de 

2 SAGE SEEDS - 6 IN ONE SHOE - 6 IN OTHER 
THIS IN B IBLE [ ? ]  ABOUT 12 [ 1 0 ]  VIRGINS [MATT . 25 : 1 ] 
SEEDS IN COURT PROTECT AGAINST CONVICTION 

twelve [no t  12  but 10 ] 
virg ins [Matt . 25 : 1 ]  yo ' 
know. [ Rite has no con
nection with Bible . ] Well , 
yo ' git  six of each one of 

dose seeds of  dat sage , an ' yo ' put six in one shoe ,  an ' six in de  othah one . 
An '  dey say whensomevah yo ' go intuh de j ailhouse f o '  trial or somepin lak dat , 
why dey couldn ' t convict  chew on dem sage . Yo ' d  come c leah regard less tub whut 
kinda crime it  wus or whut yo ' wus ' cused of , or whethah yo ' did it . Yo ' d  come 
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cleah.  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1073) , 1735 : 1 . ] 
912 3 .  [The statement in the following 

f rom hoodo o ,  not from a critical study of 

12 TRIBES AND 56 TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
SUPPOSED TO BE NAMED IN ST . LUKE 3 
READ THE 56 TRIBES - LAY DOWN A LEAF 
OF GREEN SAGE FOR EVERY NAME READ 
EACH TIME YOU READ 4 OF THE 56 NAMES 
LAY 1 GREEN LEAF ASIDE UNTIL YOU HAVE 1 2  
WEAR 1 2  LEAVES IN RIGHT SHOE - 44  IN LEFT 
THESE LEAVES WILL PROTECT YOU IN COURT 

text about the tribes o f  I srael comes 
the historical sources . ]  

De shoe business is lak dis : Dere ' s  
twelve tribes in de Bible an ' dere ' s 
5 6  tribes of de whole thing . In de 
third chaptah of  St . Luke yo ' find 
all de tribes , but dere ' s  twelve 
special tribes o f  I srael in dose 
chapters . Well , yo ' take dem.  Now, 
d is is de way tub handle things in 
co ' t  an ' handle things anywhere yo ' 
goes tub have peoples tub go wit 

chew, yore way . Yo ' read de 56 tribes , an ' put down a green leaf of  sage evah 
time yo ' read a tribe . Yo ' take green sage . Yo ' undahstan '  me . Ah don ' t  mean 
nuthin but de pure sage . Yo ' know, peoples take some othah things f o '  sage . 
Well , ah means sage . Evah time yo ' read a trib e ,  take a green leaf of sage an ' 
lay it on dere . Now, dere ' s  lak fo ' leaves . Yo ' unders tan ' me . Unt il yo ' read 
' em all an ' yo ' [ have ] 56 leaves down dere . Well ,  de superior trib es is twelve . 
Yo ' takes de tribes o f  Benj amin , take de tribes of Noah [ ! ] , an ' de tribes of 
Mos es [ ! ] - dere ' s  twelve o f  ' em. Jes '  keep on till yo ' - yo ' know de special 
[ 12 ]  tribe .  De tribes o f  Israel is de main tribes , but dere ' s  twelve of ' em 
de twelve tribes . Well , yo ' take dose tribes an ' aftah yo ' read de 56 , yo ' go 
back an ' yo ' skip fo ' an ' take one . Evah time yo ' skip one , yo ' see , yo ' leave 
three an' pull out one an '  place it ovah beah . Yo ' skips fo ' ag ' in an '  pull out 
one an ' lay it  ovah heah , an' when yo ' git three yo '  got twelve tribes . Well , 
take dem twelve leaves an ' put ' em in de bottom of yore shoe an ' go in j ail ,  in 
de co ' thouse , an ' anywhere , yo ' ll come out . Yo ' save de rest  of ' em tuh buy up 
de crowd wit . Put dat in yore lef t  shoe . Whut ' s  left of de twelve yo ' put in 
yore left shoe . An '  ah guarantee yo ' won ' t miss .  

(You put 5 6  leaves in this p ile of all the tribes , and then you pull out four ? 
Or , you leave four and pull out one . ) 

Dat ' s right . 
(Leave four and pull out one until you get twelve leave s .  Thos e twelve you 

wear in your sho e ,  and that o ther bunch you put in • • •  ) 
Twelve in yore right an '  44 in yore left shoe .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1476) , 

2656 : 1 . ] 
9 124 . Yo ' kin take den , if yo ' goin ' be tried , yo ' kin take sage , if yo ' kin 

f ind it , de larges t  leaf sage dat chew kin find , an ' write de twelve apostle name 

NAMES OF 12 APOSTLES ON 12 LARGE LEAVES OF SAGE 
6 NAMES AND 6 LEAVES IN EACH SHOE - IF NO 
LARGE SAGE - NAMES ON SEPARATE SLIPS OF PAPER 
6 IN EACH SHOE AND A LITTLE SAGE IN EACH SHOE 

on dat sage an ' put six each -
write up de twelve apostle , put 
s ix in yore right an ' six in 
yore left shoe , an ' de j edge 
wouldn ' t  have any case  against 
chew.  Dey ' ll acquit chew , even 

if yo ' went tub trial , but chew more den likely not tub go tub t rial . An '  if yo ' 
couldn ' t git de sage yo ' kin use j es '  any or ' nary white papah , but put some sage 
in each shoe . But write de names of de six apo stle on each piece of papah strip 
separately , an ' put six in one shoe an '  six in de othah , an ' make de numbah o f  
twelve . Now , dat is true . [Waycross , Ga . , (1086) , 1755 : 4 . ] 

9125 . Well , yo ' go an ' git chew twelve - git twelve sage leaves an ' yo ' puts 
six in each shoe .  Now yo '  go tub a Bible an' git twelve disciples names out of 
it . Yo ' know de twelve disciples , yo ' know which ones dey wus . Well , yo '  git -
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12 SAGE LEAVE S - 6 IN EACH SHOE 
12 DISCIPLES NAMES - 6 IN EACH SHOE 

put six in each one of yo ' shoes .  
(When you go before the j udge . ) [ Waycross . 
Ga . , (1148) , 187 3 : 2 . ]  
9 126 . Kin take de twelve disciples name 

an ' yo ' kin git  some sage leave s . Git twelve of dos e sage leaves an ' yo ' write 

EACH 6 NAMES AND 6 LEAVES SEWED INTO 
SMALL BAG - ONE FOR EACH SHOE 

one of dose disciples name on each one of 

dose leaves an ' yo ' sew it up in a little 
bitta bag . An ' place it in each one of 
yore shoes - dem twelve disciples an ' 

twelve sage leaves - an ' 
don ' t care whut kind • • •  

yo ' kin win any case dat chew go in . In any case , ah 

(Don ' t you put twelve leaves in each shoe or six in each shoe? )  
Put six in each shoe . [Waycross , Ga . , (1135) , 1844 : 12 . ] 
9127 . An '  den ,  too , dere ' s  anothah story sompin de same thing , dat if yo ' 

got a case in co ' t ,  yo ' git twelve sage leaves an ' yo ' write de twelve apostle 

NAMES OF 12 APOSTLE S WORN IN SHOES 
FORCE HELP FROM GOD ALMIGHTY 

names , one on each leave . An '  if yo ' go tta 
meet co ' t ,  den yo ' put six in one shoe an ' 
six in de othah , an ' de j udge himself have 
tuh be in yore favor . Yo ' s ee ,  if yo ' do 

dat , den by God Almighty , it ' s  a help tuh yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' . [Here we are told 
what i s  unexpressed in the s imilar rites . These twelve names compel God Al
mighty ' s  help I ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351)  , 2342 : 1 .  ] 

9 12 8 .  To win a lawsuit in co ' t ,  yo ' git chew twelve - listen tuh me good -
yo ' git chew twelve sage leave an ' write de twelve apostles ' names on dem twelve 

AT SUNRI SE DAY OF TRIAL I S  TIME 
TO PUT INTO YOUR SHOES 
12 SAGE LEAVES AND 12 APOSTLE S NAMES 
YOUR FORTUNE THAT DAY WILL RISE WITH SUN 

o f  this rit e .  My only interest in this 
jes ' at sunrise. ] 

leaves , an ' put dem in yore shoes 
j es '  at sunrise an ' weah dat in yore 
shoe . An ' when yo ' called up b efo ' 
de co ' t ,  why yo ' ll win out . 
(You wear those six in each shoe I 
suppose? ) 
[ This is not a leading quest ion be
cause I already had enough examples 

one were the words put dem in yoW' shoes 

Dat ' s  r ight . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1981 : 4 . ] 
9 129 . [ The word Lamed in this r it e  is the ti tle for lines 89-9 6 in P salm 

119 , which is  broken up into a number of  named 

TWELVE NAMES FROM DE BIBLE - ON 1 2  SAGE LEAVES 
PUT IT IN YUH SHOEJ DE RIGHT FOOT FIRS ' 
READ LAMED PORTION OF PSALM 119 
TURN EVERYTHING UPSIDE DOWN LEAVING HOME 
ENTER COURT RIGHT FOOT FIRST 

sections . Lamed is not the au
thor ' s  name but a direc tion. 
Verse 94 shows why this portion 
of the Psalm was chosen : I am 
thine� save me; for I have 
sought thy precepts. In recent 
years these courtroom rites , 
like the present one , could be 

called foz-ho le or she l l-ho le re ligion.  The Lord is not a way of life but a 
las t resort . Our rite has another int erest , one of  the oldest and commonest o f  
all beliefs , the right foot firs t : Always start a j ourney right foot first for 
luck - Fo lklore from Adams County Il linois , No . l2829 , p . 367 , 2nd ed . ]  

Well , yo ' take sage leaves an ' yo ' wr ite twelve names from de Bible , twelve 
names on each leaf of sage . 

(You write one name for each leaf ? )  
Yes . An '  yo ' put i t  in yuh shoe,  d e  r ight shoe firs ' . [ I  must have been 

n�dding here ! Does it mean 6 leaves in the right and then 6 in the lef t ?  Or 
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does it mean alternate : one righ t , next left , etc? ] An '  den yo ' read , yo ' read 
de word of Lamed in de 119 P salm befo ' yo ' go [ to cour t ] . An ' yo ' PUT DE RIGHT 
FOOT IN FORWARD FIRS ' an ' yo ' read dis 119 th P salm , de word of LSm;d ,  an '  yo ' 
turn evah thing bottom upwards in de hous e :  chairs , stools , evahthing bottom 
upwards , an ' go on down . 

(Before the j udge . ) [Washington ,  D . C . , (628) , 806 : 10 . ] 
913 0 .  Well , yo ' kin git  some - git chew twelve sage leaves an ' cut chew 

twelve p ieces of p ap ah j es '  about de size of dose sage leaves , an '  write de .pro
phet ' s  name on each one of  dem. An '  take an ' weah six of ' em in one shoe an ' 
six in de othah shoe , when yo ' go befo ' de j udge . 

(What do you do wi th those papers ? )  
Jes ' paste d e  papahs onto d e  leaves . 

dently those formerly called the 6 maj or 
[ The names of these prophets are evi
and 6 minor prophet s . ] [ Brunswick , 

REW SOCKS MUST BE WORN WHEN WEARING 
HAMES OF 12 APOSTLES ON 12 SAGE LEAVE S 
6 LEAVES IN EACH SHOE - GET SAGE FROM BUSH 
[BUSH SAGE IS LIKE YARD EGG NOTHING FROM SHOP ] 

Ga . , (1242) , 2112 : 15 . ] 
9131 . Git ahol t  [ a  hold ] of a 
bran ' -new pair of s ocks an ' go 
tuh a sage - sage bush , yo ' 
know. Write de twelve apostle 
name on dere . Yo ' know de 

twelve apostle whut ah ' m  talkin ' about , d iscip les whut followed de Lord . Write 
dere names on dere an ' put six in each shoe an ' weah dat . 

(Then what wi l l  happen? ) 
Dey can ' t do nuthin wit chew. [Waycro ss , Ga . , (115 8) , 1930 : 2 . ] 
9132 . [ I f  you ]  have a case in co ' t  - ah' ve exp erienced dat - he kin take 

twelve leaves of green sage  an ' write de twelve ' pos tles name on it , an ' bury it 

GREEN SAGE LEAVES MUST BE US ED - NOT DRY 
12 APOSTLES ON - BURY UNDER COURTHOUSE STEP S 

unbeknowst tuh anybody undah de 
co ' thouse steps , an ' he mo '  den 
apt tuh win de case . 

j udge and these o fficials will have 
(You put it  there so  that the 

to walk over it . ) [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1047) , 1703 : 4 . ] 

913 3 .  Yo ' go 
apos tles on dos e 

an ' yo ' git twelve green s age leaves , an ' yo ' write de twelve 
green sage leaves , an ' yo ' put do se green sage leaves in de 

12 GREEN SAGE LEAVE S - 12 APOSTLE ' S  NAMES ON 
WEAR THESE LEAVES IN BOTTOMS OF YOUR SHOES 
MAKE A HOLE IN EACH OF 2 RED ONIONS 
FILLING ONE WITH SALT AND OTHER WITH SUGAR 
OR A SALT-SUGAR MIXTURE IN BOTH OF THEM 
STOP UP HOLES BY WINDING SOMETHING ROUND THEM 
9 TIMES - CARRY IN POCKET - SQUEEZE DURING TRIAL 

bottom of yore shoe . Den 
yo ' take two red onions an ' 
yo ' j es '  make a hole in dos e 
red onions , an ' yo ' stuf f 
dos e  red onions wit salt an ' 
sugah, an' yo ' wind dat nine 
times . An '  yo ' put one in 
each pocket an ' while yo ' are 
tryin ' [being tried ] yo ' 

squeeze dose onions . Dey say yo ' can ' t  convict a man dat way .  
(That ' s  if  they have any court case? ) 
Yes . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2512 : 9 . ]  
9134 . Yo ' take yo ' nine leaves of sage - yo ' seen sage - green sage . Yo ' 

take nine leaves of  green sage an ' yo ' put it in de bo ttom o f  yo ' shoe . Yo ' 
firs ' write de twelve disc iples names on evah leaf . Yo ' know, j es '  lak Petah
Paul-John. Yo ' write de twelve disciples name on evah leaf of dat sage . Put 
one in yore right sho e an ' one in yore left shoe , an ' yo ' go down befo ' de 
judge , yo ' could repeat dem same words dat ah said j es '  while ago : Three daid 
men tooked outa de windah; one had no tung� de othah had no tongue� an '  de third 
wus deaf� clwnb an '  b tind. Ho ly Spirit� speak fo ' me as ah pray tuh three times a 
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day . On ly goodness an '  mePay shaU fo Uah me tuh mah gPave. Yo ' j es '  go in de 
co ' thouse attah dat an ' whea 
yo ' git up b efo ' de j udge 

9 GREEN SAGE LEAVES - ON EACH WRITE NAMES OF 
1 2  DISCIPLES - WEAR IN BOTTOM OF SHOE - 1 IN RIGHT 
THEN 1 IN LEFT - BEFORE JUDGE REPEAT INCANTATIONS 
THREE DEAD MEN LOOKED OUTA DE WINDAH 
AND ADDRE SS HOLY SP IRIT AND PRAY 3 TIMES A DAY 
JUDGE WILL GIVE SUSPENDED SENTENCE OR FREE YOU 

FIG LEAVES 12 - WRITE ON 12 DISCIPLES NAME S  
US ING NEW BOTTLE OF I NK  AND NEW PEN - READ 
OVER THEM PSALM 35 - FOLD LEAVES TIGHT 
INTO WHITE PAPER - PUT IN RIGHT POCKET 
IF UNABLE TO OBTAIN FIG LEAVES USE SAGE 

j es ' continue tuh say dat , 
an ' he ' ll di smiss yo ' . He 
will eithah give yo ' a sus
pended sentence or turn yo ' 
loose . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(1175) , 1988 : 2 . ]  
9135 . Dat fo ' co ' thouse 
scrapes . 
(All right , tell me that . )  
Well ,  now, yo ' kin take 
twelve f ig leaves - yo ' know 
dere wus twelve disciples -
an ' yo ' take twelve fig 
leaves . An' yo ' git chew a 

bot tle o f  ink,  a bran ' -new bottle o f  ink dat nevah been used , an ' a pen dat ' s 
nevah b een used , an ' yo ' write a disciple name on each one of  dos e  leaves . S ee ,  
yo ' go t twelve leaves , yo ' got twelve dis ciples . An ' yo ' wri t e  dose names on 
dose leaves . An '  den , when yo ' writ e  dose names on dose leaves , yo ' take yore 
Bible.  IT ' S  DE 3 5 th PSALMS AH THINK. All GOT MAH BIBLE HEAR , AH LAK TUH BE SHORL 
YO ' LET ME SEE . [HE CONSULTS HI S BIBLE ! ] It ' s  d e  35 th Psalm .  Yo ' take de 35th 
Psalm.  Yo ' take de 35th Psalm an ' read it ovah dose twelve leaves . [Psalm 35 
begins : Plead my aause� 0 LoPd$ with them that st!'ive with me • • •  ] Den aftah yo ' 

read i t  ovah dose twelve leaves , yo ' fold dose leaves t ight , yo ' know , small tub
g ethah intuh a white p iece of papah . I t  kin be a piece of wr.itin '  papah or a 
cleah piece of  pap ah  lak dis [ something he may have had in the Bib le ]  ah gues s , 
but let it be whi te p apah .  An '  yo ' kin put dat in yore right pocket . 

(All twelve o f  thos e leaves ? )  
Yes , j es '  put i t  in dere , but chew mus ' write d e  names on dere firs ' .  An '  

den yo ' read dat 35th Psalms ovah do se leaves an ' wrap dose leaves up . An '  evah 
who gonna be tried in c o ' t ,  let dem put it in dere right pocket an ' dey ' ll cer
tainly walk out . An ' if yo ' can ' t  git dose f ig leaves - sometime yo ' can ' t git 
dos e  things , yo ' can ' t git de fig leaves - yo ' git 

·
chew twelve - use ' em fo ' a 

t ea ,  too - not catnip , sage leaves . [Waycross , Ga . , (1166) , 1958 : 6 . ] 
9136 . Well , ah tole ' im [ autho r ' s contact man ] in de cas e of  bein ' in t rouble 

which ah had one exp eri ence of dat - cus [ becaus e ]  ah have been in trouble mah 
owns elf - twice fo ' murder [ ? ]  - an ' ah ' ve taken an ' got some rattlesnake mastah , 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - MUSTARD SEEDS - IN COLOGNE 
WIPE FACE WITH THI S 3 DAYS BEFORE TRIAL 
SCATTER 12 MUSTARD SEEDS AT COURTHOUSE 

12 SAGE LEAVES WITH APOSTLES NAMES - IN SHOES 

which ah wus tole tuh git dat , 
an' it  wus sent tuh me an ' put 
in cologne , wit some mustard 
seeds in it . An ' tuh use dat 
cologne an ' tub wipe it ovah 
mah face about three days befo' 

mah trial , an ' havin' dat mus tard s eed scattahed around , twelve mustard seeds 
around by de co ' thouse . An ' put twelve sage leaves in de bottom of yore shoes , 
s ix in each one , an ' take an ' wri te twelve names of de apostles on it . An '  do 
dat all in three days , an ' when yore trial come , it would not be anythin ' tuh it . 

(Well , now , where did you put those mus tard seeds? )  
Jes ' s cat tah ' em anywhere roun ' de co ' thouse , anywhere round . 
( Ins ide or out ? )  
Anywhere yo ' wanta , outs ide right tuh d e  do ' , twelve o f  ' em .  [ Brunswick , 
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Ga . , (122 6 ) , 2083 : 7 . ] 
9137 . Yo ' take twelve leaves of  sage . 

twelve discip les . Well , yo ' take an ' name 

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - IN MOUTH - CHEW IN COURT 
PAY 3 PENNIES FOR DIRT FROM INFANT ' S GRAVE 
MIX WITH THIS DIRT 9 PINCHES OF SALT 
PUT THIS MIXTURE IN LEFT SHOE WITH 12 SAGE 
LEAVES ON WHICH ARE NAMES OF 12 DIS CIPLES 

Yo ' name de sage . Yo ' know, dere ' s 
dos e  leaves of  de twelve disciples . 

Put ' em in yore left shoe . Well , 
yo ' take a piece of  dis blacksnake 
root an ' put i t  in yore mouth . 
Well ,  yo ' go in an ' yo ' take infant's 
dirt . Yo ' go an ' tell de daid , 
"Daid , ah ' m no t "  - yo ' carry three 
pennies tuh de grave . Lak , now , 

yo ' already in dere [ j ail ] . Well , now, yo ' want yore case dismis sed . Well , 
now , some o f  de peop les or some of yore relatives , dey ' ll take an '  go tuh de 
cemetery an ' take three pennies ,  an ' dey dig a hole an '  on a infant ' s  grave . 
Dey t ell i t , "Daid , ah didn ' t come tuh do any harm. Ah j es '  come tuh ask yo ' 
tuh fix it so his case will be  dismissed . " An '  take his [ infant ' s ] dirt up in 
yore f ingahs lak dat [ demonstrates ] . Yo ' go es home an ' put dat dirt down in a 
papah . Den yo ' take de table s alt nine times [ 9  pinches of  sal t ] an ' put in dat 
dirt an ' shake it up . Yo ' put dat dirt in yore left shoe wit dose  leaves an ' 
yo ' ll walk out . [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (142 3) , 256 7 : 5 . ] 

9138 . Well ,  now de best ah learned about a case in co ' t , dey had me in fo ' 
gamblin ' . Ah goes up dere da t mawnin ' - ah wus out on a bond - taken up some 
salt an '  throw it fo ' dif f ' ren ' ways an ' den goes out . [You ] say ,  evah time yo ' 

SALT - THROWN INTO OR AT 4 CORNERS OF COURTHOUSE 
SATING "PEACE OUT OF CONFUS ION" EACH TIME 
THROW ALSO ON JUDGE ' S  SEAT AND GRAND JURY STAND 

throw it • • •  [ cylinder changed ] .  
(You throw that four different 
ways in the courthous e .  All 
right . )  
Right in de fo ' cornahs , an ' 

say , "Bring peace out of confusion . "  Go in de othah co rnah , "Bring peace out o f  
confus ion . "  Ovah dere , "Bring peace out o f  confus ion. "  [ Informant forget s 
four th corner . ] Take some of dat an ' throw some on de j udge ' s seat , an '  on de 
grand j ury stand . Two tuh one , dey ' ll turn yo ' loose . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (115 8 ) , 
19 29 : 8 . ] 

9139 . Yo ' kin say dat [see incantation later ] whenevah yo ' s  [you is ] in t rou
ble or anythin ' .  Now ,  lak yo ' git in trouble or somepin , go befo ' dat j udge an ' 
nobody b e  on yuh side , yo ' know , tuh see dat chew come out . Yo ' j is '  take dat 

SALT DROPPED INTO FIRE SAYING INCANTATION 
salt befo ' - if yo ' git out on bond , 
yo ' know - b efo ' yo ' go tuh co ' t . 
Yo ' say , "Fo ' sake [ forsake ] ebahbody 

in de worl '  but me . In de Name of dB Fathah an ' dB Son [an ' dB Ho ty Ghost] , Who 
made us alt . " An '  drop dat salt on de f iah . [A note o f  mine reads , "Light re
cording b ecause informant had gone over to fireplace to demonstrate . "  I remember 
this young woman quite well . At one point she went hopping about the room with 
an imaginary broom sweep ing someone into j ail . This should be recorded some
where . Another note of mine on the original transcrip tion reads , " For this com
plete salt rite , given by the same informant and used by a woman to draw some 
man to her , see No . "  (Missing ) .  I just took time out to search for the mis sing 
reference and found it ! No . 2 2 7 1 , p . 641-64 2 ,  is quite a rite ! For tunately my 
comments were made several days after the original recording . ] [Wilmington , N .  

SALT - TABLESPOONFUL IN EACH O F  2 NEW SOCKS 
WHEN APPEARING BEFORE JUDGE 

Car . , (260) , 254 : 4 . ] 
9140 . Say yo ' kin take a pair o f  
bran ' -new socks an '  one tab lespoon
ful o f  salt an ' put it in yo re 

socks , an ' dey can ' t  give yo ' a fine . Dat ' s one . 
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(You put one tablespoonful of  salt in each sock , when you go before the j udgeJ 
When yo ' go befo ' de jedge . 
(But those socks mus t be new? )  
Mus t be  new. [Brunswick, Ga . , (1225) , 2082 : 12 . ] 
914 1 .  Git some salt an '  cinnamon an ' yo ' weah dat in yuh right pocket , an ' 

when yo ' talkin ' wit de j udge , why j is ' emp ty salt as yo ' talkin ' an ' dat ' ll 

SALT AND CINNAMON IN RIGHT POCKET BEFORE JUDGE 

SALT AND PEPPER IN 4 CORNERS OF JUDGE ' S  OFFICE 

bring yo ' peace , luck. [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 9 3 7 ) , 1517 : 7 . ] 
9 142 .  What ' tend [ intend ] tuh 
do sompin , lak if dey could git 
dere an ' git an ' put dat salt 

an '  peppah in de cornahs in ' is hous e .  
dere an' put dat salt an ' peppah • • • • 

Dat ' s what dey say . I f  dey could git in 

(In the j udge ' s  office . What do they do that for ? )  
Tuh control d e  judge . [ Jacksonville , Fla . ,  (609) , 787 : 5 . ]  
9143 . Dey git chew up when yo ' goin ' ' fore de j udge , yo ' set r ight down ' fore 

de j udge , yo ' set right down ' fore de j udge dere an ' yo ' goin '  be tried tuhmah

SALT - BLACK PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN POCKETS 
ON LEAVING HOME FOR COURT - AS YOU LEAVE STEPS 
LET SOMEONE THROWING - HIT YOU AS HARD AS 
POSSIBLE IN THE BACK - WITH YOUR OLD LEFT SHOE 
BE SURE NOT TO LAUGH AND DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

rah . Ah nevah did tell yo ' all 
about dis , it ' s  a sec ret . Dey 
goin ' try yuh . 
All right , yo ' understan ' , yo ' 
go tuh work an ' git chew some 
black peppah an ' put it in yore 
pockets ; an ' git chew some sul

phuh an ' salt tuhgethah , an '  put dat in yore pocke ts . Dat s o  it will be a hot 
aas e an ' git ' em all tangled up . Undahs tan ' ? Jes ' hot as dat s tuff in yore 
pocket , de hottah de case will be ; but it  all will be  in yore favahs [ in your 
favor ] .  Evah t ime it will be in yore favahs , yo ' see . 

Wel l ,  den , when yo ' gi t ready tub leave home - yo ' goin '  be tried tuhday -
yo ' leave home . Yo ' tell yuh wife , undahstan ' , or yore brothah , whoevah it is , 
b e  sure tub git one of yore left foot of yore ole shoes - de ole shoes , not a 
new one . One dat ' s  throwed aside , yo ' undahstan ' . An '  yo ' got ta tell dem whut 
tub do . [ I ]  says , when ah git offen de do ' steps , ah tells mah daughtah or what
evah [whoever ] ,  says , dey chunk i t  as hard as dey kin . Hit me in de b ack . An '  
ah don ' look back an ' ah laugh . Hit me right in de b ack wit it , wit dat shoe . 
Well , dey take dat ole shoe an ' yo ' goin ' out dere an '  WHAM !  Don ' t chew look 
back , go right on . Now , if dey don '  git de case dismissed • • •  [ Fayetteville ,  N .  
Car . , (1433) , 2867 : 1 . ] 

9144 . Ah said if yo ' wanta throw out a cas e ,  why yo ' kin git a b ox of soda 
[ s ee aZso No . 9149 ]  an ' yo ' kin put a table spoonful of salt in dat soda . An ' don ' 

SALT - TABLESPOONFUL INTO NEW BOX OF COOKING SODA 
THROW INTO LAVATORY - TOSS EMPTY BOX AWAY - YOUR 
CASE WILL BE THROWN OUT OF COURT WITHIN 9 DAYS 

away . An '  in nine days yo ' ll heah nuthin else from 
throw it [ court case]  out , cuz ah s een dat done . 

let nobody use none out of 
it . An ' take an ' carry it 
in a lavatory an' throw it -
yo '  know , empty evah bit of  
it in  dere an ' throw de box 
it , becuz dey would have tub 

(Well , when you throw this stuff into the lavatory , is there anything you do 
or say or anything of that sort ? )  

Don ' t say anythin ' .  Jes ' don ' let nobody see yo ' when yo ' do it . Yo ' d o  i t  
complete tub yoreself . 

(But you have the case in mind while you are doing it ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
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(That is to throw the case out of court . All you use is j ust ordinary salt 
with j ust ordinary soda ? )  

A tablespoonful o f  cookin ' salt ins ide de box of soda , an ' don ' let nobody 
use any out of  it . Jes ' throw it away . An '  throw it , yo ' know , make it de sun
rise side [ throw to the east ] . [ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  (1380) , 2449 : 1 . ] 

9 145 . Well , now , if yo ' goin ' tuh be  tried lak dis mawnin ' . If it ' s any 
way - i f  yo ' in j ail an ' if  i t ' s any way anybody - if yo ' in j ail an ' can ' t git 

SALT - SUGAR - MIX : IF PRISONER BATHES WITH 
EVERY MORNING - H E  WILL GET NO TIME 

tuh nobody , if yo ' kin git some
body tuh g it chew some salt - table 
. salt [ and ] sugah . An ' mix it up 
tuhgethah an ' bathe in i t  evah 

mawnin ' ,  yo ' won ' t  git no time . Salt an ' sugah an ' mix it . [ Salt protects you , 
sugar sweetens the j udge . ] [ Norfolk, Va . , (474) , 490 : 11 . ] 

SEVEN LUCK RERBS - IN A HAND - C OURT PROTECTION 
9146 . Well , suppose if  yo ' 
done anythin ' wit ' out • • •  why 
yo ' d  have sense tuh see a 

root �orker an ' git somepin 
per tect yuh in case yo ' was 
would git it . See? 

dey call a han ' ,  yo ' know , fer pertection . It would 
tried in court , an '  if yo ' would ask fer mercy , yo '  

[While recording machine stopped , informant says s omething about seven lucky 
herbs . This is not a common name and may be my only example . ]  

(There are supposed to be seven lucky herbs ? )  
Yo ' gathah ' em out de woods . 
(That is all , make j ust a hand? 

Do you know the names of  them? ) 
Do you have to know what those herbs are ?  

Ah know d e  names o f  about five of ' em ah ' pect [ expec t ] . 
(What are those? )  
Southern [John de Conkah] an ' High John de Conkah , de fo ' -lea£ clovah , de 

nex ' , Eve-an ' -Adam Roo t ,  anothah root dey calls de leathah herb , !ovett  herb . 
Dat ' s  fo ' . De nex ' is devil ' s- shoestring , five . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 563) , 
701 : 3 . ] 

9147 . [ This plant , Shame Jim here , and Be-shamed brier root in rite that fol
lows , is the Shame brier (Schrankia uncinata) . We have already met this plant 

SHAME BRIER :  HERE CALLED "SHAME JIM" 
IN COURT - SAY RHYME - JUDGE WILL BE SHAMED 
INTO IGNORING YOUR CASE AND SET YOU FREE 

under a number of names : Shame 
brier , Shame vine , Sensitive brier , 
Shame f ace , Shame Jim ,  Ashamin ' , 
Shamin ' Judy {p . 646 , v . l) and 
Shameful brier No . 3797 , p . 2496 , 

v . 3 .  The verse in the present rite , though well-known , is rare in Hoodoo. ] 
Dat root whut ah tole yo ' a li ' le while ago , Shame Jim , put i t  right in yore 

rip yore drawahs , yo ' know, an '  put it  in de band aroun ' yore drawahs , yo ' know, 
an '  let his lay right dere, an ' yo ' kin go up tuh de co ' t  an ' face ' im , an ' den 
say things : 

Once ah �ent out �Zkin ' �  ah met three men; 
One � dumb an '  he couZdn ' t  speak; 
De othah ws blind an ' he cou Zdn ' t  see; 
An ' anothah one �as lame an '  he couldn ' t  wZk. 

An '  say dat an ' look right at de j edge an ' he nevah will fined j ah ' er nuthin. 
(Yes , now b egin right at the beginning . )  
Ah �ent out w Zkin ' an ' met three men; one �as dumb an ' couZdn ' t  talk; de 

othah one �s b lind an '  couldn ' t  see; de othah one had no tongue an' he couldn ' t  
db anything eithah [ couldn ' t talk] ; [ and another ] he lVa8 a cripple an '  coul.dn 't  
wlk. 
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(When do you s ay tha t ? )  
When yo ' lookin ' right a t  d e  j edge when yo ' a t  de trial . [Mobile , Ala . , 

( 6 6 7 ) , 8 7 9 : 4 . ] 
9 148 . Well ,  if yo ' go down befo ' de j edge , it ' s  a root chew git called de 

"Be ' shamed brier root , "  de "b e ' shamed Brier Root . "  
(Be Ashamed?  Well , why do they cal l it that ? )  
Well , becuz it ' s  de conkah o f  all roots of de woods . It ' s  conkah o f  all de 

roots in de woods . See , lak if yo ' go in de woods tuh git dat an ' j es '  whatevah 

SHAME BRIER: HERE CALLED " BE ' SHAMED BRIER ROOT" 
CONQUERS ALL ROOTS OF THE WOODS - TEACHES ANYTHING 
YOU WANT TO KNOW - TOUCH THIS PLANT AND IT CLOSES 
CHEW THIS ROOT IN COURT AND SPIT TOWARDS THE JUDGE 
AND HE WILL FIND AN EXCUS E TO DISMISS YOUR CASE 

yo ' wanta learn an ' know , 
yo ' see dat bush , de little 
leaves on it clos es up . 
It  says , "Be ' shamed o f  
yo ' self , be ' shamed of yo ' 
self , b e  ' shamed o f  yo ' 
self [ he hits it ] . Well , 

all dem leaves on dat closes up [because he touched , hit the plant ] . 
(As soon as you touch it that way , then it closes up ? )  
Close up . Well , yo ' dig down dere an '  git dat roo t . Dig down dere an ' git 

dat root out dere . Well , den yo ' take dat root , see , an ' carry it  home . An '  
if yo ' got a case in co ' t , yo ' take dat an ' hold it in yore mouth lak dat ,  an ' 
yo ' spit one time ' fore de j edge . Spit  dat at his face . Well , when yo ' do dat . 
lak ah tm lookin ' at chew , yo ' see ,  yo ' lookin ' at me an ' he think yo ' chewin ' 
' bacco or somepin . He won ' t know whut chew go t in yore mouth . Yo ' j es '  spit 
one time ' fore his face . 

Well , an ' den yo ' go dere an ' set down . Wel l ,  when yo ' sets down an ' he ' ll 
j es ' - he ' ll call up evahbody in co ' t .  He ' ll call up evahbody in co ' t an ' yo ' ll 
be settin '  ovah dere , an ' he look ovah dere an ' he say , "Well , whut chew want in 
heah? Git up an ' go on outa heah . "  See , dat root done got his mind , he done got 
' shamed of whut he ' go t yo ' ' cused [ accused ] of , say , "Yo ' git up an ' walk on out . "  

[ They fascinate me , those words near the beginning : git dat ( shame brier) an '  
jes ' whatevah yo ' wanta Zearn an ' know� yo ' see dat bush. de ZittZe leaves on it 
aZoses up. This . sugges ts  to me that some persons at least , and in some way , used 
the shame brier as a divining device . This plant and the hole o f  the doodle-bug 
(ant-lion larva) mus t have puz zled believers in hoodoo at one time - for beliefs 
about the doodle-bug , see Fo Zk Zore from Adams County IZ Zinois , Nos . l398-1404 , 
p . 55 ,  2nd ed . ] [Mobile , Ala . , ( 659 ) , 940 : 3 . ]  

9 149 . Buy yo ' a box of cookin ' soda an ' take 
dat cookin ' soda an ' carry it wit chew • • •  

SODA - COOKING (When you go down to the court . That ' s  all 
CARRY TO COURT - LIGHT SENTENCE you have to do? )  

Dat ' s all . . , 
(To get a light sentence or a fine . )  

Yes . [ For cooking 
(1397 ) , 25 15 : 22 . ] 

soda and court , see aZso 9144 . ] [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

9150 .  What dey call tuh hoodoo de judge , dat mos '  all of de bootleggahs in 
dis country use .  Dere ' s a root - one of it is called de Virginia snakeroot 

SNAKEROOT : VIRGINIA SNAKEROOT USED BY BOOTLEGGERS 
"TO HOODOO ' DE JUDGE" 

BY ROOT AND INCANTATION JUDGE YE NOT 

[Aristo Zoahia serpentaria] 
de othah one is called High 
John de Conkah , though both 
of dem roots is f ine fo ' 
medical purposes . But dey 

claim by takin ' ' em an '  roas t in ' ' em till dey powdah , pulverize ' em good , dat 
yo ' kin place ' em  in yore do ' ways or ovah yore windahs an ' always use de words , 
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Judge ye not. 
(Judge ye not ? )  

Judge ye not .  If yo ' in d e  co ' t  a t  a trial , say yo ' set dere an ' j es '  con
centrate yore min ' on de j udge all de time , while de case is goin ' on , an ' yo ' 
repeat dem words , Judge ye not. Sprinkle a little of dat dust what ' s  yo ' s  [you 
has or you is ] got from dose parched herbs aroun ' wherevah yo ' re settin '  at , an ' 
natch ' ly [naturally ] he can ' t. - no way dey kin convict yuh. He ' s  gotta let yuh 
out . 

(IS THAT OFTEN DONE DOWN HERE? ) 
DAT ' S CONTIN' LY [ CONTINUALLY ] DONE HERE IN DIS PLACE , IT ' S  A DAILY PRACTICE . 

DERE ' S SEV ' RAL MEN RIGHT HEAR IN DE TOWN DAT DON ' T DO A THING IN DE WORLD BUT 
STAY AROUN' DE POLICE COURT AN '  DE CORPORATION COURTS FO ' DAT PURPOSE . DAT ' S 
ALL DEY DO .  TACK A MAN DOWN AN '  DEY LEARN WHAT HE ' S  IN DERE FO ' ,  DEY PREPARE 
IT AN '  GIVE IT TUH ' IM. TELL ' IM WHAT TUH DO . GO IN AN '  HE ' LL HOODOO DE JUDGE 
DEN AN '  GIT DI SMISSED ON DOSE CHARGES .  [Norfo lk, Va. , (470) , 478 : 6 . ]  

9151 . To discharge the case agains t you? 
(Yes . ) 
The best things you can do for the j udge is  to get you a thing they call spice . 

Get you a spice and after you wash your face , combed your hair , you stand with 

SPICE - GRIND - WASH FACE - COMB HAIR - STAND 
WITH BACK TO YOUR OUTS IDE DOOR LEFT OPEN 
RUB THIS POWDERED SPICE ON HANDS - BRUSH FACE 
BACKWARDS 3 TIMES - WITH EYE S CLOSED WHEEL 
ABOUT AND WALK OUT THAT DOOR - OPEN EYES 
WALK ON TO COURT - CASE WILL BE DISMIS SED 

your back to the door - not with 
your face to the door - s tand 
with your back to the door . Rub 
your hands , rub that p owder , that 
spice on your hands and brush 
your face backward , back like 
that [ demonstrates ] .  Brush it 
three times bef ore you go out 

that door . And then wheel out that door , j us t  turn and walk out that door be
fore you open your eyes . But brush your face backward three times after you 
ground that spice , wash your face , comb your hair and everything , be ready to 
go . Smooth your face three times like that and turn your back , with your eyes 
closed and go out that door . And I ' ll b et you won ' t have no trouble and your 
case will be done closed . [New Orleans , La. , (828) , 1217 : 4 . ] 

915 2 .  Say fo ' instance , now , dat yo ' wus mah boss an ' yo ' done sompin tuh 
someone in de wrong [ you wrong someone ] .  Well , yo ' in j ail an ' yo ' know yo '  

SPICE - BLACK PEPPER - CAYENNE PEPPER - CINNAMON 
CLOVES - SUGAR - MIX ALL TOGETHER - TO COURTROOM 
THAT MORNING - SPRINKLE AT JUDGE ' S BENCH - WITNESS 
STAND - START SPRINKLING OUT COURT DOOR UNTIL 
2 BLOCKS [ SQUARES ] AWAY - NEVER WILL A WITNESS 
APPEAR AGAINST YOU - THE JUDGE WILL STOP TRIAL 

one package of Rex cloves , an ' one package of Rex 
(That ' s  [Rex is ] the name of the Brand? )  

go in '  [be ]  sent up de road 
[ to the penitentiary , state 
prison in U . S . A . ] .  Ah goes 
an ' gits 20 cents wuth of 
b lack peppah , 25 cents wuth 
of cai-yanne [ cayenne ] pep
pah ,  one pound of grana
lated [ granulated ] sugah , 

cinnamon . 

Dat ' s  right , 15 cents wuth o f  spice . An '  mix all dat tuhgethah an '  go in de 
co ' troom dat mawnin ' .  Sprinkle some roun ' de j udge ' s  stand an ' some roun ' de 
witness stand . Den s tart tub sprinklin ' it out de do ' tub two blocks away from 
de place.  An '  when de witness gits dere , he ' s goin ' back [ especially if he sees 
anything sprinkled ] .  He ' s not comin ' dere . He ain ' t goin ' come dere . 

(That i s  if he is coming there to talk against me ? )  
[ I  have not forgotten that I am the guinea pig : yo ' know yo ' goin ' be sent up 

ds road. ]  
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No suh . 
He ain ' t goin '  come dere . Dey ' ll call yore cas e up maybe three t imes , an ' 

each time ah ' m  doin ' dat fo ' yo ' . S ee ,  yo ' in dere an ' ah 'm out . An ' de third 
time he call it up or de fo ' th t ime ,  he ' ll dismiss yo ' . We cain ' t git de wi tness 
an ' he cain ' t b e  located .  He ain ' t  goin '  be at ' is house . [New Orleans , La . , 
(1566) , 2886 : 7 . ] 

9 15 3 .  They go t some pills they call spit pi L Ls .  You can buy those in the 
same drug store , the Crackerj ack . Yo ' take those an ' yo ' take nine of ' em ,  an ' 

SPIT PILLS - SPECIALLY MADE TO CHEW BEFORE JUDGE 
if  de j udge is not lookin ' 
at yo '  bef o '  he call yo ' , 
when yo ' walkin ' up de aisle 

to ' im,  perhaps , well yo ' spit dose nine pills at ' im .  No yo ' keep ' em  in yore 
mouth , dey don ' t dissolve . Dey are something like a black [ something ] dey ' s  don' 
dissolve in yore mouth. As yo ' are walkin ' up de aisle to ' im ,  yo ' spi t . Yo ' 
still keep de seeds in yore mouth , yes sir . [New Orleans , La. , (809 ) , 1136 : 7 . ] 

9 154 . (Tell me right from the beginning o f  it . )  
From de beginnin ' of de acc ident an ' all? 
(That ' s  right , and how she had to pay this and all , you know. ) 
Well , she cooks fo ' c . P . D . Dat b ig man up dere tuh Something & Company . She 

been workin ' dere two years .  
(This i s  your daughter . )  
Ah works fo ' So-an ' - so , de j eweler uptown in de store.  All r ight .  Well , on 

de second Sunday of each month Mrs .  D .  lets Emily off , she ' s mah daughtah , fo ' 

STICKS 2 CROSSED - ONE 3 INCHES - OTHER 2 LONG 
KEEP UNDER BACK SEAT OF AUTOMOBILE - LAY 3 NEW 
RUSTY NAILS IN BACK OF CAR - ALSO GRAVEYARD DIRT 
PEPPER - GUNPOWDER - SALT - ALL IN LITTLE SACK 
HOLD UP HOOD OF CAR WITH PENCIL MAKING A CROS S  
THIS IS  TO WIN A SUIT ABOUT AUTOMOBILE REPAIRS 

her tuh nuse [ use]  Sunday . 
She j es ' go an ' gits  break
fast an ' don ' have tuh clean 
up , j es '  dust . Dat ' s  her 
commune Sunday . An ' she j es ' 
go an '  git breakfas t an ' j es '  
dust around , make de beds -
spread de two beds an ' dust 

around . Yo ' know, maie things pas sable . An '  she gits off . Well , this partic ' 
lah Sunday , which dis Sunday gone - a month now - wus de second Sunday . Well , 
she came home b efo ' ah did . She go t off b efo ' ah did . She got off b efo ' ah 
did an' she came home an ' she went tuh de garage an ' got her car out . Well , 
she s tart ed to go to a girl ' s . She had her hair done dat Sat ' day . Well , she 
s tarted tuh go tuh dis g irl tuh j es ' have her hair turned undah yo ' know. She 
got up dere on de cornah o f  Amhers t  an ' George S treet . She met two friends of 
hers an ' dey said , "Oh , mah feets hurtin '  me ! "  Said , "Would yo ' take us home , 
Emily?"  

Emily say , "Why , yes , ah go t time ah reckon . "  She looked at de watch . She 
says , "Yes , ah guess ah got time . "  

Well , she went right on down de street dat way an ' on House [ ? ]  on Egmont 
Street is where she got in dis collision wit de water - whut chew call it?  

(Hydrant ?)  
Yes , dat ' s  whut dey call it . An' she j es ' ran right up intuh it . De s teerin ' 

wheel got locked on her . Yes , got locked on her . Well ,  den ,  i t ' s  nuthin she 
could do . Well , dat j es '  tore de pipe all up an ' muddied de s tree ts with water 
an ' everything , see .  

Well , someone ah guess up dere called up d e  police . Dat ' s  de bes ' thing yo ' 
could have done . Dey came out . Well , dey ' rested [ arres ted ] ' er an ' made ' er 
git in dere cah . So dey called up dere at de wreckah , de Chevrolet wreckah . 
De Chevrolet wreckah came an ' taken ' er car down tuh de Chevro let pla c e .  [ Police) 
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taken her along tuh j ail . 
Well , j es '  about dat t ime - she wus in j ail about five minutes . Ah got off  

from work an ' , cos ' [ o f  course ]  quite natchly [ naturally] , she gone tuh de co ' t
house right down dere . Evah ' body ran tuh meet me ,  "Oh Mirandy , Mirandy , have 
yo '  heah whut happened?" 

Ah said , "No - no - what ? "  
Said , "Well , Emily wus in a wreck. " 
Ah said , "Did she git killed or git hurt ? " Ah j es '  wus flusterated den yo ' 

know . 
So dey said , "No , she didn ' t git hurt .  Dey taken her tuh j ail . "  
Ah said , "Well , all right . "  
Ah went - rushed right on down tuh de j ail . Dey said ah couldn ' t  s ee her but 

dere wus nuthin wrong wit ' er .  
Well , where ah wus workin ' a t  d e  time , ah wus workin ' fo ' one o f  de police ' s  

sis tahs an ' he stayed right dere , de little fellah dat rides de motorcycle , Andy 
c .  He said , "No , Mirandy , ah wouldn ' t  tell yo ' a s tory , yo '  know , yo ' mah cook. 
Ah would not tell yo ' a s tory . "  

Ah said , "All right . "  
So den ah came on back home aftah ah couldn ' t see her or talk tuh her . Ah 

went ovah dere tub Mr . G .  an ' ah axed Mr . G . , ah said , "Goodness sake , whyn ' t  
yo ' call me up an ' let me know dat Emily wus in j ail ? "  

He said , "Mirandy , it j es '  happened j es '  now. " Said , "Ah didn ' t know where 
tub call yo ' an ' ah knowed yo ' would see me . "  

Ah said , "Well , ah do see . " 
Ah said , "Ah want mah chile out , "  ah say , "Emily is no j ailb ird . "  Ah said , 

"An ' accidents are likely tuh happen tuh anybody at any time , an ' especially wit 
a cah. " 

Ah say , "Ah s een some cahs would go sailin ' by hers a thousan ' times an ' say 
be  wrecked , "  ah say ,  " an '  ah ' ve read in de papahs where a man an ' his wife were 
j es '  married on dere honeymoon , go t killed an' hurted . "  Jes ' went on explainin ' 
tuh 1 im . 

He s ay ,  "Yes , "  he says , "Don ' t chew b e  worried . "  He said , " If it  any s ech 
thing lak money tub git ' er out , why she ' s comin' out . " 

Ah said , "Well , ' phone ' em an ' ask is she hurted ? "  
So he did . Dey said , "No ,  dey wasn ' t  anything wrong wit Emily nor d e  people -

de two girls whut wus in de cah .  
Ah said , "Well , all right . "  
Mr . G .  say ,  " Go  on home . " 
Ah say , "No .  Well , no . "  
He say ,  "Yes , yo ' go on home . "  
Ah went on home an '  as soon as ah unlocked de do ' an ' opened up de house , den 

she came . 
Well , dat wus on Sunday , de second Sunday in las t month . So Monday , dat Mon

day , yo ' know , dey had co ' t .  Well , de j udge didn ' t wanta fine me , becuz he knows 
me an ' ' er folks , yo '  know, an' den ah worked fo ' ' im.  Ah have worked fo ' ' im .  
Haven ' t  worked fo ' ' im recently but ah have worked fo ' ' im . Anyway he knows me .  
An ' d e  Chief , Chief Francis , said , "Judge , dat Mills woman" - he wus talkin ' 
' bout me - he says , "ah ' ve knowed her , been knowin' ' er fo ' ovah 25 yeahs . "  He 
says , " She ' s  a truthful woman . Ah believe evah word she s ays . " He says , " She ' s  
all right . "  

But yet , yo ' s ee ,  de city had tub pay fo ' dat hydrant tub be put back an ' it 
cos t  - dey only charged her fo ' dat hydrant tuh be put back . Dey had tuh hire 
extry help , yo ' see . De watahin ' peop le had done knocked off  at dat time , yo ' 
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know , an '  dey had tuh call on extry help . Dey had tuh call on extry help . Why 
ah guess  dey had tuh pay dem extry . Ah know dey d id .  

(Overtime or s omething ? )  
Yes . 
So  de Judge wus very lenient wit ' er .  Dey only charge her $ 25 . 50 .  $ 25 . 50 

but aftah she back ovah tuh de co ' troom or tuh de j ailroom - whatevah yo ' call 
it - why she had tuh pay $ 26 . 50 .  All right , dat wus settled right fo ' dat . She 
didn ' t have tub go tuh j ail . 

All right . Den she went on back an ' fixed dinnah fo ' her people . Well , de 
cah wus still at de Chevrolet place where she bought it from. So de one tuh go 
ovah - ovahhaul de cah an ' see whut it would cos t  an ' check up on it , yo ' know, 
see whut dey could do . Well ,  Mrs . D . , de lady dat she worked fo ' , friend - a 
personal friend is a businessman . S o  he tried to do it  cheap as he could an ' it 
wus $ 6 3 . 

Well ,  latah on de watah peop le taken a ' tachment [ at tachment ] on de cab an ' 
sued ' er fo ' $55 . 55 .  BUT DEY ' LL BE AS LONG GITTIN ' DAT $55 . 55 AS YO ' OR I WUS 
GITTIN ' GROWN . AH ' M  GOIN ' SEE TUH DAT PART . AH ' LL TAKE CARE OF DAT MAHSELF . 

(Now , you were going to tell me what you have done now to take care o f  that -
make a nice story o f  it . )  

Well , ah taken me a piece o f  stick - common ordinary s tick an ' ah hew it  down 
j es ' about lak dat [ demons trates ] .  

(About as long as your long finger . )  
Yes . Ah hewed me anothah p iece about a inch , about two inches long . Ah make 

a cro s s  in da t .  
(You made a cross  o f  those two s ticks . )  
Ah taken it an ' ah put i t  in de back seat undah mah cah - undah de back seat 

o f  de car - our cab ,  de fZivvah , mah cah . Well , it ' s  mah daughtah ' s  but ah call 
it mine . 

(The car that was in the wreck you mean ? )  
Yes . Re ' lly , it  is mah daughtah ' s  cah .  
Ah taken me three new nails , three rus ty nails an ' put dem in de back of  dat 

cah . Ah got me some dus t outa dat cemetery an ' ah put some peppah , gunpowdah 
an ' salt in a little sack - j es '  made it about dat much - j es '  a little lak dat , 
o f  each [ d emons trates ] .  

(Just a p inch o f  each . )  . 
Jes ' lak dat an ' ah put it undah de • • • •  [ demons trates ] . 
(Under the seat ? )  
Uh-huh . 
Well , yo ' know , ah hol ' up de ho od of mah cab wit a pencil [ demonstrates ] .  
(Made a cro s s  with a pencil like that . )  
Dat ' s de end o f  it . 
(Well , now , where did you put thos e  nails ? )  
In d e  back seat - undah de back seat o f  mah c ah an ' dat cross . 
(Well , now the nails - usually they drive them into  the wood ? )  
No , yo ' j es '  throw dem careless [ demons trates ] .  
(Just throw them careles s . )  
Yes , care les s .  
(And j ust  lay the cross in there ? )  
Jes ' lak yo ' would have j es '  ole rubbage in yo ' cab . 
(Jus t throw stuff in . ) · 
Yes , any s tuff dat chew might need . 
(And that was done so that they couldn ' t win this suit . That the . idea ? )  
Dey will nevah win it , unless ah die o r  dat git misplaced . But DEY ' LL BE 
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AS LONG GITTIN ' IT AS YO ' OR AH GITTIN ' GROWN UP .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1204) , 
2022 : 11 . ] 
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9155 . Ah s een a fellah do dis one time , an ' it come out - it come out really 
true , right heah on de corner of [ some street ] . It wuz heah in dis town , mah 

SULPHUR - BLACK PEPPER - SAGE TEA - SALT [ ? ]  - � 
IN SNUFFBOX - RIGHT POCKET - SPRINKLE NEAR JUDGE 

home town .  He tuk , he went 
tuh anothah fellah dat 
stayed up heah along de 
road , supposed tuh be a 

kind o f  a root dbctah. He went tuh dis fe llah . He had called him a • • •  or sompin 
othah , a purtty bad man . He went up tuh dis fellah an ' dis fellah wuz standin ' 
round , say , "Yo ' boys come in dis room. " 

Told ' im ,  "All right . "  Ah ' d gone up dere wit ' im .  Ah went on in de room wit 
' im .  He gave dis boy an ' he say , "Yo '  do j es '  lak ah tell yo ' when yo ' go in de 
co ' t . "  

De boy tole ' im , "Yessuh . "  
He give dis b oy somep in - he mixed somepin , said i t  wuz a salve , sulphuh wit 

black peppah an ' he got , ah think some sage tea . Den he went got him a whole 
lotta snails . Not no whole lotta snails but li ' le articles of sands . An ' he 
tuk [ took]  an ' put dem in a snuffbox an ' stirred it up . Af tah he put it in dis 
snuffbox he stirred it up an ' he t ole dis boy , says , "Will yo ' all step out in 
dis othah room?" So we stepped out intuh de othah room. We didn ' t know what 
exac tly [what to expec t ] . So we stepped out intuh de othah room , an ' he tole 
dis boy , said , "Now yo ' take dis stuff an ' has de box right in yore han ' , j es ' 
about lak yo ' hold de palm of  yore hand ,  an ' put i t  in yore right-hand pocket ; 
an '  when yo ' go up dere in de co ' troom an ' when dey call yo ' ,  yo ' called up on 
de s tand , an ' when yo ' go on dere , yo ' take dis stuf f . Don ' let nobody see it . 
Jes ' lak yo ' got chure han ' in · yore pocket , an ' j es '  take some of  dis stuff an ' 
don ' t be watchin ' whut chew doin ' . An ' take it  as yo ' goin ' up dere on de s tand 
an ' j es '  sprinkle it round lak yo ' brushin ' dis hand right down de s ide of d.e 
j udge . " An '  he said , "Ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dey won ' t do anything ' bout chew -
guarantee yo ' ll git out , won ' t go no time . "  

(Well ,  what about this other s tuf f ,  thi s  salt and sand that was sprinkled 
around . He put this salt and stuf f with this sand and sprinkled it around? )  

Yessuh , mixed i t  all up tuhgethah . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1413) , 2444 : 3 . ] 
915 6 .  Dat ' s i f  yo ' git in a lawsuit an '  yo ' wanta win de case , yo ' undah

s tan ' , b efo ' yo ' go . Befo ' yo ' go dere , why yo ' j es '  git chew some sulphuh , 

SULPHUR - BLUE STONE - ALUM - BORAX 
blues tone , alum an ' borax .  Beat it up right 
nice an ' f ine , an ' yo ' walk in dat room 
where de j edge an ' de j ury an ' all o f  ' em , 

an '  dey ' ll ask yo ' tub talk firs ' . An '  yo ' git up an '  talk an ' let de prosecutor 
come on . Yo ' ll come out . [ The preceding mixture is definitely carried into 
court and beaten up right nice shows that it  was sprinkled . ]  [ St .  Petersburg , 
Fla . , (1024 ) , 1658 : 4 . ] 

9157 . "In de house 
an '  one had no tongue , 

of  de j udge ' s  are three dead men lookin ' out of  de windah , 
an ' one had no [limbs ? ]  an ' de othah was blind an ' de£ 

[ deaf ] an ' dumb . "  An '  if yo '  don ' t  git dismiss ed 
"THREE DEAD MEN" INCANTATION yo ' 11 git a life sentence , when yo ' say dat . 

[ This is a murder case in an either-or-situation. 
At leas t you will not be  hanged ! ]  

(You say this when you go into the court ? )  
Yes , sir . 
(You say you bought this from somebody? You bought this here? ) 
Bought it in New Orleans . 
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(You paid $5 for it ? )  
[ The preceding you bought this and paid $ 5  show that we talked about this 

ri te b efore r ecording began . I am not asking leading questions . ]  
Yes . 
(Are you from New Orleans ? )  
No , sir . Dis i s  mah home . Live chere . [ The preceding thPee dead men comes 

from a witchcraft manual , I having met them several times through the years , but 
our incantation here is rare in Hoodoo. For another example ,  see No . 9134 , 
p . 36 9 7 . ]  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 671) , 885 : 7 . ] 

9 158 . Yo ' take some ashes [ coal or wood or back-yard trash ] an ' put it in 
a li ' le tobacco bag [ holding a cigarette mixture back in the days when a smoker 

ro l led his own ] . An '  den yo ' 
THREE INGREDIENTS : ASHES - CIGAR BUTT - PEANUTS git a ole cigah butt ,  an ' yo ' 

kin git some peanuts  an ' put 
in dere . An '  j is '  befo ' yo ' git ready , j is ' when dey git ready tuh call ' em 
[ you ] , all dey [you ] have tuh do is , drop dat on de flo ' [ o f  the courtroom ] an ' 

dey ' ll [ you will]  git a light sentent [ sentence ] .  [Here is the symbolism to 
help defendant : ashes (the power of the cour t has been burned out ) , cigar butt 
( something thrown away) , and peanut s ( scattered about are unlucky for the place 
see No . 2574 , p . 710 , v . l) . ]  [Richmond , Va . , (405) , 363 : 3 . ] 

9 159 . Take a white pocket han' ke ' ch ' ef an ' dampen it wi t  p eroxide an ' kero
s ene an ' turpentine , an '  j is '  - see , yo ' be ' s in de co ' thouse , yo ' see , where 
dey is , an ' as he talkin ' , yo ' j is '  carry dat pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' dey make 

it [ sentence]  light . 
THREE INGREDIENTS : KEROSENE - PEROXIDE - TURPENTINE (Where do you carry it ? )  

Do i t  j es '  lak [demon
strates by shaking or waving handkerchief ] . See , dat will make de scent o f  it  
[ reach the j udge and j ury ] . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1493) , 2664 : 2 . ] 

9160 . Now , if you have to go before the j udge , ah tell you what you do . Be
fore you go away from your house , you take the chairs and you stand them upside 

down in the house , every one 
THREE INGREDIENTS : VIRGIN OIL - SUGAR - CINNAMON of them . Don ' t  leave nary a 

one standing up like the one 
ah ' m  s et tin ' in . Turn dem all ups ide down . An '  yo ' get yo ' s ome sugah an ' cin
namon an ' ho ly oi l ,  that ' s  what you call viPgin oi l .  Yo ' get dat from certain 
drug s tores . Yo ' can ' t  get it from everywhere .  But wherever d e  place dat yo ' 
can find it , yo ' get dat viPgin oi Z ,  and cinnamon and sugar and yo ' mix all dat 
tuhgethah , don ' t yo ' know . An '  put it in some watah an ' wash yore face an ' hand& 
good - j us t  wash yore face an ' hands .  Wash all back of yore neck an ' ears an ' 
wash on yore arms . An '  turn those chairs up side down before yo ' leave home . AD '  
he will really dismiss i t .  [New Orleans , La . , (855) , 1350 : 3 . ] 

9161 . Yo ' kin look in de Bible an '  git twelve men ' s names . Ah fo ' git alla 
[ all of ] ' em but de name : John , Pe ter , Simon , Andrew , Matthew - these are haid

men [headmen ] • An '  if 
TWELVE APOSTLES OR DISCIPLES - NAMES IN SHOES AT COURT yo ' re in trouble or in 

law or anything - dat a 
lawsuit or any court choo know - to git doze names [ of the 12 Apostles ] .  Put it 
on a p iece of papah an ' j is '  b efo ' yo ' go down - if yo ' re out on b ond or any
thing - j is '  befo ' yo ' go down . Yo ' git doze names an ' put it  [ them] on a piece 
of papah . Twelve names an ' put chor name to de bottom, an ' put in yuh shoe [us
ually both] an ' weah dat . Well dat ' ll be twelve witnes ses . An '  turn dem names 
up dataway in de toe o f  yuh shoe where yuh name be down dis way an ' dere names 

will b e  ahaid [ ahead] . Dey is witness fer yah . Dey say dat ' ll bring yuh across . 
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outa trouble . [ For sage and 12 apo stles or discip les , s e e  Nos . 9124-9137 . ]  [Wil-
mington , N .  Car . , (320) , 252 : 7+85 . ]  . 

9162 . Yo ' know it ' s twelve discip les an ' dere ' s  12 j urymens . Well , yo ' take 
dese twelve disciples an ' yo ' put six - wri te s ix names on one piece of papah an ' 

TWELVE DISCIPLES • 12 JURYMEN : WRITE NAMES OF 
6 DISCIPLES ON ONE PIECE OF PAPER - 6 ON OTHER 
WEAR 6 NAMES IN EACH SHOE - RUB GARLIC ON EACH 
BAND - TURN EVERYTHING UP SIDE DOWN BEFORE COURT 

six on de othah , an ' put dem in 
yore shoes - each shoe . An '  yo ' 
rubs garlic in yore hand , if yo ' 
kin git tuh it . Yo ' see an ' go 
intuh de courtroom ,  or yo ' kin 
turn evahthing. Jes ' lak de 

trial goin ' tub be tuhday . Turn evahthing in yore house from de cups on tuh a 
chair , turn it upside down , mattress an ' evahthing yo ' see . He [ j udge ] can ' t 
[ go ]  ovah dat . If  dey do , yo ' ain ' t goin ' git much. See , he don ' t know how 
tuh git tuh yo ' .  See ,  dis work ' em up side down . Dey don ' t [know] how to git up 
tuh yo ' . Yo ' see dose 12 disciples , ah can ' t  call ' em by name right now , but any
way i t ' s  twelve . It ' s  12 j urymen . Well , see de disciples are j urymen. 

(That ' s  when you go up before the j udge . ) [MObile , Ala . , ( 676) , 897 : 4 . ] 
9163 . Ah were workin ' fo ' a fellah one t ime , thirty or fo ' ty yeahs ago . He 

stole some hogs . He re ' lly s tole dem , but ah didn ' t know it . An '  ah was workin '  
on de plantation . Dat was ' fo '  we come tuh dis country [ Florida] . An '  he ast 

TWELVE TRIBES OF I SRAEL - NAMES OF - WRITE FOR 
9LE FELLAH • • •  ANDREW JONES • • •  SUPPOSED TO BE A HOODOO 

me an ' anothah boy tuh he ' p  
' im  load ' em  dat mawnin ' 
b efo ' we went tuh work . 
So we got - we j es ' went 

in an' ketched ' em an ' put ' em in de wagon . Dey brought ' em tuh Tampa tuh sell . 
An '  ten or twelve days latah de law arrested des e two fellahs whut was carryin ' 
dem hogs dat was s tolen . An '  dey came back tuh arrest me an '  dis boy dat had 
been he ' pin ' wit ' em ,  but we were innocent of co ' se . But dere was an ole fel-
lah - he ' s  daid now - his name was ANDREW JONES , DAT WUS SUPPOSED TO BE A HOODOO . 
Re gits de othah boy ' s mothah an ' comes tuh hunt me an ' dis boy .  An '  we lived 
tuhgethah . We were both single . An ' he said tuh me , yo ' git de Bible an ' name 
de twelve tribes Israel , an ' write it on a papah an ' hand i t  tuh me [ surely b e
cause the old man could not write ! ] .  An '  he s ay ,  "Go on , de man won ' t b e  back 
aftah yo ' . " An' he haven ' t  b een back since . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (989) , 
159 6 : 4 . ] 

9 164 . [Preceding rites in this s ection have given us examples of  turning 
household obj ects up side down before court . Here is one to establish the margin 

UPSIDE DOWN - TURN EVERYTHING IN HOUSE - PSALM 7 
JUDGE ' S NAME ON PARCHMENT PAPER IN HEEL OF SHOE 
CARRY 9 PODS OF GARLIC - CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH 
SPIT 3 TIMES TOWARDS JUDGE AT COURTROOM ENTRANCE 

title : ]  
If it ' s a bad case when y o '  
goin ' tuh co ' t ,  choo turn yuh 
chairs bot tom upward . Yo ' 
turn evahthing bottom up . 
Upset things in yuh house .  

Yo ' read de seven Psalm [ P salm 7 ]  in de Bible . Aftah yo ' read dat , den yo ' ll 
take de j udge name an ' yuh name an ' put it in de bottom of  yuh sho e .  Yo ' write 
it on parchment papah . Write his name , yuh name on topa it , an ' put it in de 
heel o f  yuh sho e , de right sho e .  An ' yo ' tote dese nine pods of garlic . Yo ' 
have yo ' p iece of  John de Conkah roo t ,  an ' when yo '  git tuh dat [ courtroom]  do ' , 
yo ' spit three times . Den yo ' walk on intuh de co ' troom an '  yo ' spit tuhwards 
de j udge . Den , if yo ' goin ' in front of de j udge he ' ll be lenient on yuh . Yo ' 
git discharge . [New Orleans , La . , ( 802) , 1119 : 3 . ] 

9165 . When yo ' git ' rested , befo ' de j edge t ry yuh , yo ' take off yore shoes , 
take off both yore shoes . Take yuh socks off . Turn de bottom of de shoe down . 
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Take de socks an ' put all in one . Yo ' know , take two de socks an ' put all in a.e 
sho e . Yo ' j es '  take off yuh sock an ' roll it up an '  den put it  in de o thah oae. 

UPSIDE DOWN - TURN TEMPORARILY BOTH REMOVED SHOES 
TAKE OFF 1 SOCK - PUT IN OTHER SOCK - ROLL UP 
THESE 2 SOCKS PLACE IN 1 TURNED-DOWN SHOE 
TIE SHOES TOGETHER WITH THE SHOESTRINGS 
BEFORE YOU SEE THE JUDGE - UNROLL SOCKS 
KEEP 1 IN 1 BACK POCKET - OTHER IN SECOND 
WEAR SHOES INTO COURT WITHOUT SOCKS 

Makes a bundle outa it . Tie 
it ovah wit yuh shoes . Dea 
when de cop come tuh remove 
yuh , take yuh tuh de j udge 
try yuh , den · yo ' put - take 
yore socks , yo ' unfold it aa• 
put it in one back pocket , 
an ' one in de othah back � 
ket. An ' den yo ' put on yome 

shoes witout eny socks . Take de shoes tring outa it an ' put dat in yore [ front?)  
pocket an ' yo ' walk on up tuh have yuh trial . Well , de case ' s [ case is]  out . 1£ 
may be a mistrial . [Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 651 : 3 . ] 

9166 . Yo ' kin git some [ corn ] meal an '  some salt , an ' mix dat up tuhgethah 
an ' pee on it , an ' den dry it fo ' yo ' go downtown [ to meet the j udge ] . Or ei

URINE - SALT - CORN MEAL - DRIED AND BURNED 
WHILE PRODUCER OF URINE I S  TRIED IN COURT 

thah , let somebody do dat while 
yo ' s  [ you is ] downtown [ in j ail 
or b efore the j udge ] . Dey [ the 
person at home ]  would put it [ the 

dried urine , corn meal and sal t ]  
dere [ a t  court ] yo ' d  [ you would ] 
(260) , 254 : 7 . ] 

in de fiah an ' let it burn . An '  while yo ' down 
come out all right . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

916 7 .  If yo ' had a case an ' 
bed at night , yo ' kin take yore 

yo ' got ta go befo '  de j udge , b efo ' yo ' go tuh 
watah , take yore chambeP tye , an ' stop it up in 

URINE - SALT - BLACK PEPPER - SPIT INTO - BOTTLE 
AND CORK - DO THIS 3 DAYS BEFORE YOU GO TO COURT 
SPRINKLE IN COURTHOUSE AND CASE WILL BE DISMISSED 

a bot tle . An '  yo ' gotta go 
tuh co ' t  tuhmahrah - we ' ll 
say tuhmahrah . Well , yo ' do 
d is three days b efo ' yo ' 
gotta go tuh co ' t . S top it 

up in a b ot tle an ' when yo ' s top it up in dere , put black peppah an ' salt in it . 
An '  when yo ' go tuh de co ' thouse have a cork stoppah in it . Don ' t have no top 
on it , no hard top on it . Have a cork in it . When yo ' git der e ,  j is ' sprinkle 
i t  round in de co ' thous e ,  an ' de p ' lice won ' appeah up on yo ' an ' de j udge won' t 
be dere . Some of ' em go tta b e  dismiss ed , de '  goin ' be sick . [ New Orleans , La. , 
(1574) , 289 6 : 12 . ] 

9168 . I heard dey takes s ome salt and p epper and mix it together , and carry 
it in court ; or either wash dere  face in dhambeP Zye and throw it over your left 

URI NE - WAS H FACE WITH - THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
BEFORE GOING TO COURT TO BE TRIED 

OR CARRY MIXED SALT AND PEPPER TO COURT 

showing interviewer and informant repeating each 
(4 7 7 ) , 493 : 2 2 . ] 

shoulder , b efore you go dowo 
in cour t to  b e  tried . 
(That will help you out ? )  
Yeah , that will help you out . 
[ One of many examples in tezt 

other ' s words . ] [ Norfolk , Va • •  

9 169 . Ah have a John de Conkah root . Yo ' take - ah give yuh a li ' le p iece 
o f  dat . Yo ' use j is '  - it  ain ' t got a thing tuh do about magic . Put it in yuh 
mouth , j is '  a very li ' le b i ta piece . Walk tuh de co ' thouse , talk wit de j udge 
an ' evahthing . Yuh case come tuh come up . Yo ' talk about a case proposition. 
On de f ir s ' jam [ serious trouble ] wit de law dat yo ' know dat yo ' go t a case at 
de co ' thous e .  I t  supposed tuh be  very bad in any kind of  way . De day befo ' de 
case is supposed tuh be tried , dey show up . Dey say , "Yeah . "  Anyway dey show 
up dere at nine o ' clock nex ' mawnin ' . An '  yo ' wake up dis mawnin ' j is '  about 
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five o ' clock . Evah chair yo ' got in yuh home , turn i t  ups ide down .  Evah chair .  
Now , j is '  lak las ' night , j is '  about midnight las ' night , if  yo '  got d e  courage , 
yo ' s tay up ; ' cuz yo ' s  de one in co ' t ,  choo see . Yo ' take one of dem chairs an ' 

WATER : CROS S  - CARRYING CHAIR - AT MIDNIGHT 
NIGHT BEFORE TRIAL - NEXT MORNING ABOUT 5 0 '  CLOCK 
TURN EVERYTHING IN HOUSE UP SIDE DOWN - BEGIN 
TO CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH ON REACHING COURTROOM 

cross  de watah . 
(Cross  what? )  
Cross  de watah . 
(Cross  what water? ) 
Any way [ anywhere ] ,  j is ' so 
yo ' cro ss de rivah . Any wa 

watah j is '  s o  yo ' cross i t . Move dat piece of furniture outa yuh house , an ' turn 
all de chair - rockin ' chairs an ' evah ' thing upside down : Yo ' be very cold tuh 
dat co ' t . Gotta be verah [very ] cool fo ' dat , ' cuz yo ' know yuhself , from nine 
o ' clock maybe until ten o ' clock, dey may call evah ' body aroun ' . An ' yo ' continue 
chewin ' dat piece of  John de Conkah , dey call it . When it comes tub yuh time ,  yo ' 
s till lookin ' fo ' it , dey throw yuh case off de s ide . Neithah yo ' or neithah dem 
know how he have dem tuh b e .  

( I  see , dismis s the case? ) 
Yes , d ismiss de case . [ This crossing of water the night before the trial , is 

surely a witchcraft prevention tacked onto a court rite . If the arres ted person 
or anything in his house had been b ewitched , this j ourney acro ss running water 
would break the spell - see FoZkZore from Adams County IZ Zinois , 2nd ed . , p . 8 9 3 f . ,  
especially the remarkable s tory about carrying bewitched child across  Mississippi 
River at Quincy , Illinois , and recrossing the r iver farther ups tream. No . l6426 , 
a treasure ! ] [New Orleans , La . , (862) , 1 3 79 : 2 . ] 

917 0 .  Well , now you go in at your house where you s tay ,  and you make your 
wife wash all her dishes . She wash all her dishes and leave the dishwater right 
in the middZe of the [Zoor [ latter a quincunx rite ] . You ups et all your house ,  

WATER FROM DISHES [DISHWATER] - I N  CENTER OF FLOOR 
A QUINCUNX RITE - UPSET EVERYTHING IN HOUSE 
ESPECIALLY BEDROOM - PILE CHAIRS ON BED - NAMES OF 
JUDGE - DISTRICT ATTORNEY - HOSTILE WITNESSES 
BURY THEM BEHIND YOUR HOUSE IN CORNER WHERE NO ONE 
CAN WALK OVER THEM - IN COURT SAY TO YOURSELF 
"NOT GUlL TY" - ALOUD " I  AIN 1 T GOT ANYTHING TO SAY" 

especially the room you 
s Zeep in [ this is unusual ] .  
You take your chairs and you 
pi Ze 'em a Z Z  up in the bed 
[ another rare device ] . You 
take the j udge , the district 
attorney and the parties 
that will accuse you [hos
tile witnesses ] .  You gets 

their names . You carry it back of  your house and you bury it . And where you 
bury i t .  You bury it up there in a corner where nobody don ' t walk over i t .  Say , 
like I ' m  going to court this morning , you do that . Keep all - have all the 
house ,  like you got the truck [ odds and ends ] in the bed , you put the chairs on 
top of i t . When you go there ,  you sit down ' fore the j udge and the j udge going 
to ask you if you are guilty or not guilty .  You s ay , "No t guilty . " But j us t  
say i t  for [ to ]  yoursel f .  Say ,  "Well , I ain ' t  got anything to say . I know I ' m 
not guilty . " The j udge is liable to turn around and twis t ,  you know . Well , you 
got his name and the distric t attorney name down so deep in there [ in the ground 
at home ] that they can' t - and your house all upsetted , they got their mind all 
upsetted , you s ee .  THE WAY YOU GOT YOUR HOUSE , THAT ' S THE WAY THEIR MIND IS . 
They can ' t say , "Guilty . "  They can ' t say , "You ' re guilty . "  Well , you see ,  when 
their mind gets all messed up , when he look at you , he say , "Aw , discharge this 
fellah until furthah notice . "  When they say , "Until further notice , "  you are 
absolutely discharged , you don ' t have to go no �ore . They say that ' s  to  b lind 
the cour t .  [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 826a) , 1212 : 1 . ] 

917 1 .  Leave the hydrant running s lowly , turn all the " stove eyes " up [ lids 
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of o ld- fashioned kitchen stove burning coal or  wood ] . You turn your "back pock
e ts "  [= hip pockets ] wrongside outwards . You carry a "Indian head" penny , [As 

I said somewhere in the 
WATER - HYDRANT RUNNING - " STOVE EYES" UP SIDE DOWN 

"BACK POCKETS" WRONGSIDE OUT - 11INDIAN PENNY11 
text , water coming from a 
faucet is considered runniac 
water . Even the pipe carry

ing water from s treet into hous e has b een called 
ber of  these rites s cattered through the text to 
phis , Tenn . , ( 966 ) , 1561 : 6 . ] 

9 17 2 .  Well , all right . Well , say fo ' stance 
hangin ' arime ovah yondah [where you came from] 

WEED [ CONCERNED WI TH  A DOG B UT  UNIDENTIFIABLE J 
WEAR 2 PIECES - 1 IN POCKET AND 1 IN SHOE 
THESE WITH CAYENNE PEPPER CHANGED JUDGE ' S MIND 

running water , There are a n� 
support this s tatement . ]  [Mem-

[ for instance]  now ,  yo ' done some 
- done some bad crime , ah mean 

a hangin ' arime ag ' in . 
All right . Say fo ' stance yo ' ve 
did dat . Yo ' say , "Well , Lawd , 
ah don ' t know whut ah ' m  goin'  
do , ah don '  know whut ' s goin ' 

' come [ go ing to become ] o f  me . "  Yo ' come tuh me an ' say , "Well , Dawson , listen,  
ah ' ve did a bad crime . What ' s  ah ' m done goin ' do ? Ah know dey gain ' hang me . "  

[ Up to this point I have done as guinea pig all sorts o f  crimes in the text , 
but this appears to be my firs t murders ! ] 

Ah say , "Well ,  ah don ' t believe dey will . "  
Yo ' say , "Well ,  whut mus t ah do ?"  
[Here Dawson , one o f  my contact workers in Mob ile , answering for me recalls 

Doator Washington of Charles ton , S .  Car . ; see No . 9024 , p . 3660 , v . 4 . ] 
Ah says , "We 1 11 go tuh de s to 1 , yo ' wait till ah come back . " 
Ah ' ll go tuh de sto 1 den an ' ah ' ll git me a package of red cayenne peppah . 

See , ah ' ll git dat . Ah ' ll walk out in de woods aftah ah git dat cayenne peppah 
an ' ah ' ll go ahead an ' ah ' ll git me a dog-brindle weed . 

[My following question shows I completely misunderstood dOg-brindLe �eed. ] 
(Dog b rindle or  dog fennel? )  
Dog brinnel [ dog-b rindle = dog color ] .  
[ The preceding brackets were originally parentheses and the comment is no t 

mine but my transcriber ' s .  She was correct . The weed had dark s treaks or spots 
on a gray or tawny ground . ]  

(What does it look like? )  
It ' s  got a little - i t  grows tall , about dis b ig [ demonstrates ] .  Got little 

leaves on it , no flowahs at all . Well , yo ' kin call it dog fennel if yo ' wanta 
[or ]  dogwood . It ' s  a dog-fang? weed, yo ' know. 

[ The preceding ques tion mark following dog fang ? is above fang in the tran
scription . I was unable to improve t ranscrib er ' s fang part o f  it . Since the 
next s entence says wring that off, I suspected the identity of this weed as 
hound 's- tongue , but informant ' s no jZowahs at aZ Z eliminated the identification . 
Finally , could fang be bane ? How about dogbane ? Is our p lant any species o f  the 
genus Apoaynum? The latter name alludes to the poisonous milky j uice , hence the 
bane of dogs . (A piece of  poison in your pocket and shoe could b e  a good defense 
against a poisonous sentence by the j udge . ) Here again we are confronted by 
flowers . As I have said somewhere , the old-time root men who dug their own roots 
were fast disappearing when I began t o  collec t  back in the 30 ' s .  Mos t dOators in 
my time bought roots from a root shop , if there was one in the town , or s ent away 
for them. We must no t accept  Dawson ' s no jZowahs as the absolute truth . An ex
p ert may b e  ab le to name the p lant from the little information here . ] 

Well , yo ' git dat an ' yo ' wring dat o f f  an ' put piece o f  dat in yore pocket , 
an '  yo ' pu t tothah [ the o ther ] one in yore sho e .  Put dat in yor.e shoe an '  den 
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dis here cayenne peppah yo ' got . Now it ' s  lak i f  yo ' settin ' an ' if yo ' stepped 
out dere an ' go tuh dat toilet dere an ' nurinate [ urinate ] .  [Whereas at the 
beginning of this rite author was the defendant on a hangin ' crime , suddenly I 
find myself a j udge on the bench ! And momentarily leaving the courtroom ! ] Well , 
ah take dat cayenne peppah an ' ah sprinkle dat cayenne peppah in yore chair , 
where yo ' was settin '  at , an '  j es '  sprinkle it  round in heah , see . Well , when 
yo ' [ author as j udge ] come back heah an ' set down , an ' yo ' go tuh talkin ' an ' 
says , "Well , Dawson , ah don ' t see dere ' s nuthin in heah ag ' in yo ' . "  See , yo ' 
say , " Go  ahead up an ' go on home an ' don ' t come back heah no mo ' • " 

S ee ,  dat weed is j es '  got chure mind , it ' s  [your mind is ] j es '  up in a uproah 
[uproar ] .  An '  dat cayenne peppah done changed yore mind all de way round , so 
yo ' can ' t do nuthin . Yo ' tell me tuh go on home . [Mobile , Ala . , (656) , 940 : 4 . ] 

9 17 3 .  Yassuh , ah heard dat chew kin - now , ah know dis , ah didn' t only heard 
dis . Jes ' lak yo ' is in trouble now an ' yo ' wanta git out .  [Yo ' ]  be in j ail .  

WILLOW LEAVES 5 - WEAR 2 IN EACH HIP POCKET 
1 IN RIGHT SHOE - READ LUKE 4 : 2  DAILY 3 TIMES 
YOU WILL BE OUT OF JAIL WITHIN 3 DAYS 

Ah go in de woods or anywhere ah 
kin f ind a willah tree an ' git 
five willah leaves . An' ah ' ll 
give ' em  tub yo ' maybe in through 
by yore ration.  Ah ' ll put  it  

undah yore ration an ' carry ' em tub de j ailhouse tub yo ' .  Well , yo ' take dem 
three willah leaves , dem five willah leave s , an ' put two in each hip pocket an ' 
weah one in yore right shoe . An '  read de fo ' th chaptah of  St .  Luke in de second 
verse three times a day ,  an ' yo ' ll be outa dere in three day ' s  t ime . [ St .  Luke 
says little to the point here : Being forty days tempted of the deviL .  And in 
those days he did eat nothing : and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 
King James Vers ion . ] [Waycross , Ga . , (1161) , 1935 : 8 . ] 

917 4 .  Yo ' kin buy a new-brand [ brand-new] po cket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an '  wet it , 
an ' fold de cornahs nine t imes tub yuh . Carry , i t  in de hand an '  turn - evah ' 

WINDOW INCANTATION : THREE MEN GOIN ' TUH DE WINDAH 
BUY NEW HANDKERCHIEF - WET IT - 9 TIMES FOLD 
CORNERS TO YOU - CARRY IT IN YOUR HAND TO COURT 
AND EVERYTHING YOU WEAR - TURN WRONGSIDE OUT 
LAST THING - POINT TO AND GO TO WINDOW 3 TIMES 
EACH TIME DRAWING YOUR HAND ACROSS YOUR FACE 
SAYING : THREE MEN GOIN ' TUH DE WINDAH 
IN COURT - REPEAT THIS WINDOW RITE BY DRAWING 
HAND ACROSS FACE 3 TIMES - SILENT USING 
INCANTATION - THIS TRICKS JUDGE TO BE LENIENT 

thing yo ' put on goes on de 
wrong side . Turn on de wrong 
side . 
(Like your pockets and things 
of that sort ? ) 
Yes . Yeah , wrongside out . 
An '  draw yuh hand ' cross  it 
two or three t imes an ' b e  in 
de windah dere tuh yo ' self . 
Three t ime goin ' tuh de win
dab , windahs in de place , 
windahs . Draw yo ' hand cross  

it two or  three times , an ' say tuh yo ' self : Three men goin ' tuh de windah. 
(You say to yourself , "Three men going to the window. 11 And you point to the 

window as you pass your hand over your face.  That ' s  when you go  before the 
j udge . ) 

An '  his mind will change . He ' ll think dat chew tryin' tuh give a sign , but 
dat ' ll be a trick , yo ' know , s ee .  His mind will change right den . [Charleston , 
S .  Car . , (518 , Doctor Nelson) , 610 : 4 . ]  

9175 . And I want the j udge to be lenient on my case and so I would get dis
missed .  Now , i f  I was goin ' like I would b e  arrested and I had t o  go down t o  
the j udge , and I was j us t  like I would have t o  go down t o  cour t  this morning . 
I get a subpoena to come to the court this morning , understand . I would take 
ay bed , the bed I sleep in and I would take and turn the mattress over , upside 
down , and leave the bed ups et . And take my chairs in my house and I would turn 
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them up too . Then I would make my wish b efore I leave my house . I would get me 

WISH - BEFORE LEAVING FOR COURT - ONLY AFTER 
TURNING CHAIRS AND MATTRES S UPS IDE DOWN AND 
LEAVING BED UPSET - CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH AT COURT 

a p iece o f  John de Conkah , 
understand , and whilst I be 
coming into the j udge ' s  room, 
I be  having my John de Conkah 
in my mouth , understand . The 

minute I walk into the door to the j udge - to go to the j udge ' s  stand , I would 
spi t  my John de Conkah. [New Orleans , La . , (853) , 1345 : 2 . ] 

917 6 .  Yo ' would git up in de mawnin ' an ' yo ' would turn yore clothes - under
wears - wrongside outwards , an '  yo ' would turn yore so cks wrongs ide out . An ' 

WRONGS IDE OUT - UNDERWEAR AND SOCKS TURNED 
9 MORNINGS PRECEDING TRIAL READ P SALM 35 BEFORE 
SPEAKING - 9TH MORNING - DOCTOR 'S FINAL ADVICE 

den yo ' would turn to de chap
tab o f  Psalms , de 25th chap tah 
o f  Psalms . I t  reads lak dis : 
"Plead mah case [ cause ] 0 God , 
an ' s tand up fo ' thy helpmate , •  

an ' so on lak dat chew s ee .  An'  yo ' ll purt ty much git dismissed . 
(You do that before you go down to s ee the j udge . )  
[Psalm 25 does not contain the preceding words . The neares t to them would be 

those opening P salm 35 :  PZead my cause� 0 Lord, �th them that strive �th me. 
S imilar words are : Plead my cause and de Ziver me - P salm 119 : 154 . The heZpmate 
part o f  informant ' s  quotation does not appear in Psalms . ]  

Ah wuz in j ail fo ' murdah once , an ' it wuzn ' t no j oke ' bout me not b ein ' guil
ty . Had a ole man [doctor ] outa Jacksonville , Fla . , an ' he come tuh me an '  he 
says , "Well , ah know yo ' s  no risk , "  said , "but dis chap tah right chere ah ' m goin' 
give yo ' tuh read . "  He say , " Only de 25th eve ' y  mawnin ' ' fore yo ' git up , ' fore 
yo ' speak to anybody els e ,  af tah yo ' gits up ,  an ' yo ' j es '  go on an ' yo ' ll be  
dis charged . "  An ' he says , "De ninth mawnin ' ,  de  mawnin ' dat chew bein ' tried , 
ah ' ll come an ' tell yo ' whut tuh do . "  So he come tub me an ' tole me whut tub do . 
[ I  failed to ask what informant was supposed to do on the 9th day , but it was 
probably to chew John de Conkah root during the trial . ] An '  ah wuz acquitted 
wit ' out goin ' tub a j udge , or even tried . [ This is one o f  tho se cases settled 
out of court - see Doctor Washington ' s  amazing account , No . 9 024 , p . 3660 , v . 4 . ]  
Dat wuz at Greenville , Fla . An ' eve ' ybody else could tell yo ' ,  by j es '  sayin ' 
dat . Ah ' ve b een down in co ' t , ah reckon ah ' ve been prob ' ly f ive hundred times 
[ an obvious hyperbole ] an ' dat ' s  all ah use . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1507) , 2675 : 1 . ] 

917 7 .  Yo ' kin take j es ' bef o '  yo ' bein ' take in [ are taken into ]  de co ' troom, 
or yo ' be in yore cell den .  Yo ' kin put chure clothes on , on d e  wrongside out 

an ' when yo '  do dat den , yo' 
WRONGSIDE OUT - WEAR UNSEEN CLOTHING AT TRIAL 
IS ADVICE OF WISER PERSON = WISE MAN OR WISE WOMAN 

go in dere , an ' most of  de 
time [ you do this only } 
aftah yo ' done went tuh a 

�iaer person� real �se [here we have the old 
numerous examples of which appear in Hoodoo ] .  
2639 : 8 . ] 

English �iae man or �ae �oman , 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1452) , 

3 .  THE AMAZ ING CHICKEN EGG 

[ I have titled this section The Amazing Chicken Egg , basing my op inion no t 
upon the rites g iven here , but upon the many other rites using eggs in Hoodoo . 
The mos t remarkab le o f  these egg belie fs are probably those found under the 
burial of a murdered person - see Nos . 7425-7470 , pp . 3 276-3285 . ]  
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917 8 .  Ah ' ve used chicken eggs mahself . Well , a lady had me tuh do i t .  Ah 
had got a gurl pregnant yo ' know - go t her pregnant an ' dey wanted tuh git rid 

of it , see . Take des e  eggs an' put ' em in de chambah pot 
ABORTION AND EGGS whut she have tuh use . An '  she go out dere an ' when she sit 

on dat , why she ' d strain - s train - str ain - two or three 
times a day an ' a • • •  see , dey us e three eggs , six eggs , an ' when dem use up , dem 

six eggs , mo ' or less , natchly [natural ly ] it would come . Ah tried dat . 
(Well , what did she do wi th those eggs ? )  
Dose eggs? She took ' em an '  buried dose eggs , buried ' em;  well , anywheres 

out - j es ' buried ' em. Or threw ' em away ah suppose . [Eggs here concern me 
only as a magic symbol . ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1029 ) , 1674 : 3 . ] 

917 9 .  Ah ' ve hear ' d tell of ' em usin ' eggshells , ah ' ve hear ' d tell dat chew 
kin take nine eggshells . An '  if he drinks coffee , ah ' ve hear ' d tell o f  ' em  

ALCOHOLISM - CURE FOR - 9 EGGSHELLS FROM BLACK HEN 
takin ' nine eggshells - yo ' 
take de eggs o f  a black 
hen . An '  yo ' take nine 

eggshells an '  if yo ' kin beat those eggshells up , an ' use dat intuh his coffee ,  
ah ' ve heard tell o f  dat stoppin ' ' im  from drinkin ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1116 ) , 
1792 : 3 . ] 

9180 . Ah hear ' d 
ants baid an '  break 

dat chew could take a chidken aig an ' carry it tuh a red 
it an ' yo ' know, dat ' s if yo ' wanted anybody tuh leave a 

place . An '  po ' i t  down in dere an ' cal l  dere 
� [RED ]  MOUND - BREAK EGG INTO name an ' tell ' em tuh go an ' not come back . 
CALLING NAME AND GIVING MESSAGE Jes ' po ' it . Yo ' know it take it a long time 

tuh drip . An '  j es ' po ' it . Dey say soon as 
dem ants tote de  las ' bit of it down in dere [ the person named ] dey ' ll disappeah . 
[Waycross ,  Ga . , (1081) , 1751 : 1 . ] 

9 181 . Now heah ' s somepin dat is known . Dis is  rathah modern , too . Now , 
yo ' kin take a black hen ' s aig an ' write de seven apostel name . Yo ' know de 
seven name? Ah don ' t guess yo ' wanta know dey have s even apostel ? Would yo ' 

APOSTLES 7 - NAMES OF - ON BLACK HEN ' S EGG 
VICTIM1 S NAME - BREAK ON HOUSE - INCANTATION 

lak tuh know whut apos tel ? Why 
dey say dere ' s  Petah , James , 
John , Simon , Zedpide [ Zebadee ] , 
Bartholomew , an ' dat othah apes-

tel , Matthews . Well , j is '  any seven of de twelve apostel , write dat on de aig 
see . Write dere [victim ' s ]  name on dat aig . Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' write de person name 
on dat [ also ] . Dat ' s  if yo ' wanted tuh move ' um  away from dere , yo ' write dere 
name on dat aig . An '  aftah yo ' write dere name on dat aig , den yo ' take it tuh 
dat dwelling p lace wheresomevah dey stay , an ' j is ' throw it down dere agains t de 
house as hard as yo ' kin . Yo ' see , an ' yo ' use de word : " In de Name of Jesus 
Chris t ,  yo ' shall go . " Dat ' s  one [dat ] is true . Dey can ' t stay at dat place . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1086) , 1754 : 3 . ] 

9182 . Yo ' kin take a b lack hen aig if yo ' wanta make a person move . Yo ' 
know , j es ' lak yo ' have a enemy nex ' do ' tuh yo ' or somepin lak dat an ' yo ' want 

BACKWARDS - NAME WRITTEN ON BLACK HEN ' S  EGG 
BURST AT STEPS BETWEEN 12 AND 1 AT NIGHT 

' em tuh leave . Yo ' take de black 
hen a ig an ' yo ' put his name on it 
backwards [his las t  name f irst and 
his f irst name las t ] . Put his name 

on it backwards an ' yo ' throw it right at his steps where it will burst it . Yo ' 
do dat b etween twelve an ' one a ' clock at night an ' de nex ' mawnin ' when he git up 
he ' ll be rearin ' tuh g o .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (116 7 ) , 1963 : 8 . ] 

9183 . I f  somebody is troublin ' yuh an ' yo ' don ' t wants ' em aroun ' heah , yo ' 
take a aig an ' yo ' write dey name on it nine times . An ' yo '  go tuh runnin ' 
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watah an ' turn yuh back tuh it befo ' yo ' git tuh de watah , an ' yo ' make nine 

BACKWARDS 9 STEPS TAKE TO RIVER - HOLDING 
EGG WITH PERSON ' S  NAME ON 9 TIMES 

THROW INTO WATER - CALLING PERSON ' S  NAME 
WITH INCANTATION IN 3 HOLY NAMES 

s teps backwards tuh de watah an ' yo ' 
tell ' em , j es ' call dey name : "Ah 
wants chew tuh go an ' stay f rom 
aroun ' me , In de Name of de Fatha.h, 
Name of de Son, an '  Name of de Holy 
Ghos t . " An ' throw it ovah yuh left 

shouldah j is '  as fur as yo ' kin . Don ' t look back. Yo ' walk right on off . Nov, 
dat ' ll work. Dat will run yo ' off . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 549 ) , 684 : 2 . ] 

9 184 . Well de thing tuh do when a person ' s in yore house in ordah tuh make 
dem move , dey say yo '  go undah de house an ' take a bar ' l [barre l ]  hoop , an ' cut 

BARREL HOOP - HALVED - ARCHED UNDER HOUSE 
DIG HOLE - PUT IN : YOLKS OF 2 EGGS - 3 PENNmS 

PERSONS IN HOUSE MOVE 3RD DAY 

it half in two an ' b end it an ' 
stick each end in de ground an '  
leave a circle [ arch ] above . 
Den dey said dig a deep hole 
an ' take de yellah of two eggs 

an ' put in dat hole , an ' put three pennies an ' covah it up wit dirt . Dey say 
on de third day dey ' ll move . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1105 ) , 1780 : 5 . ] 

RED - BENEATH CENTER OF - BUT UNDER HOUSE 
PUT BLACK HEN 1 S EGG WITH PERSON' S NAME 
WRITTEN ALL OVER - A QUINCUNX RITE 

9 185 . Take a black hen aig an ' 
write his name all ovah dat aig , an' 
place it right in de cellah where 
dey b ed ' s  at , up undah de house , an' 
dey goin '  move out dere de nex ' day 

dey might move out dat night . [Waycross , Ga . , (1122) , 1804 : 1 . ] 
9186 . Well , firs ' yo ' find out dat man ' s name , de b irthday , when he wuz bo ' u. 

Den yo ' look ovah yore solah [ solar ] system among de sun , moon an ' s tars [ examine 

BIRTH DATE - ZODIAC SIGN - NAME - ON PAPER 
ADD : I WANT SO-AND-SO TO COME BACK HOME 
BOTTLE WITH WHITE OF EGG - BURY UNDER HOUSE 

the Zodiac ] an ' see whut s ign he 
wuz bo ' n  undah . Den yo ' take some
thin ' [ informant writes on paper ] 
an ' put it  in a bot tle , maybe a 
quart bottle , an ' put a aig down 

in it an ' let dat yellah o f f  [ omit 
de s igns of him [ his Zodiac s ign ] . 
[ truth ] . 

yolk] an ' bury it right up undah de house wit 
An '  dat man come back home . Dat ' s  de fact 

(You write his name on something , and what else do you put in that ? )  
Yeah , yo ' write his name an ' de sign an ' evahthin ' dat he wuz bo ' n  up undah. 

Yo ' know some peop le ' s [bo ' n  undah Nep tune - not Neptune , but Leo de Lion an' so 
on lak dat . Well ,  yo ' find out all dat an ' yo ' write dat down . Den aftah yo ' 
git all dat wrot e  down , den yo ' write , "Ah want ' s , " whoevah it ' s  name , " tuh come 
back home , "  an ' put it  right ovah in de papah , an ' wrap it up in dat aig an ' bury 
it up undah de house , an ' he comes back . [ Since this is a rite to bring b ack a 
man , the egg white probably symbolizes semen . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn. , (1521) 2712 : 14. ] 

9187 . Ah ' ve - heard o f  ' em us in ' a aig from a black hen . If dere ' s anything 
dat dey didn ' t want a person tuh do at de time dat dey had dat black hen ' s  aig , 

BLACK CLOTH WRAPPED ABOUT BLACK HEN ' S EGG 
THAT HITS AND BREAKS AGAINST DOOR 

dey take it an ' carry it tuh de do ' 
wit a black cloth , an ' hit it 
against de do ' o f  de wall dere , an ' 

_ dey couldn ' t go back in dat house . 
Dey would soon disappeah. Ah ' ve hear ' d  tell of dat . 

(You said you put the black clo th around that egg . ) [ This rite is more seri
ous than merely driving out the dwellers within , it warns either move from the 
house or have a crepe on your door . Informant ' s  word disappear has a direful 
meaning . ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1268) , 214 7 : 9 . ] 
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BLACK HEN ' S E G G  UNDER WHITE CHICKEN - WHAT HAPPENS? 
9188 . Wal , ah tell yo ' ,  
a black hen could lay a 
aig an ' yo ' put i t  unnah 

[under ]  a white hen , an ' de aig when it hatches is a white chicken . [ Brunswick , 

BLACK liEN ' S EGG BROKEN - BAD LUCK TO WALK OVER 
Ga . ,  (1233) , 2088 : 8 . ] 
9189 . Dey say yo ' s  kin git a 
black hen aig , dat wus fo ' bad 

luck . Dey say if yo ' git a black hen aig an ' somebody take it an '  break it , an ' 
place i t  roun ' where yo ' gotta travel ovah , say dat will put bad luck on yo ' -
bad luck will follow yo ' .  [Brunswick , Ga. , (1245) , 2113 : 9 . ] 

BLOOD FROM FINGER - WRITE NAME ON EGG 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP TO BRING BACK MAN 

9190 . Jes ' lak if yo ' an '  a person sep
arate an ' yo ' want dat pusson tuh come 
back tuh yo ' . Yo ' take a aig an ' take 
a needle an '  j ug it in yore fingah until 

it bleeds . An' write chure name on dis aig an ' his name [with this b lood ] an ' 
bury it undah de do ' step an' dat ' ll bring him back tuh yo ' . [ Waycros s ,  Ga . , 
(1090) , 1758 : 4 . ] 

9191 . Whut ah heard dat dey could 
dif f ' ren '  ways tuh us e  chicken aigs . 

do wit chicken aigs . It ' s  two or three 
Firs t , yo ' kin take a chicken aig , a black 

BLUEING - EGG IN OVERNI GHT - HIDE UNDER HOUSE 
OR : NAME ON EGG - BURY IN WOODS - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
OR: BLACK HEN ' S EGG THROWN ON PORCH TO MOVE 

hen aig , an ' throw it on 
someone po ' ch an ' it ' ll cuz 
dem tuh move . Next , yo ' 
could take a chicken aig an ' 
write de name on i t  an ' carry 

it out in de woods an ' bury it , an ' don ' t look back , an ' it ' ll run ' em  outa town .  
An '  den • • •  

(Wait a minute !  This second egg is a black chicken egg o r  any kind o f  chicken 
egg ? )  

De firs ' aig yo ' throw in de house i s  a black chicken aig . D e  nex ' aigs is 
any kinda aig , so long as it  a fresh aig . Write her name on it an ' carry it 
[ out in de woods ] an ' bury it an ' don ' t  look back , an ' come on [back home ] . It  
run ' em outa town. 

Den ,  next - dat ' s  de second aig. De nex ' aig  yo ' kin take - yo ' kin put it  
i n  blueing ovahnight an ' hide it undah de house , an ' [ that ] would cuz dem tub 
be tire-nated [worn out ] an ' don' wanta be  bothahed 'bout livin ' in de neighbor
hood no mo ' .  Dey don ' t wanta live in de neighborhood no mo ' . Dem de three aigs 
[ 3  things you can do with eggs ] . 

(And the last  egg is  any kind o f  egg? ) 
De last aig is any kinda aig , but i f  yo ' goin' tuh run yore neighbors • • • •  

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1214 ) , 2060 : 1 . ] 
919 2 .  Well , j is '  lak yo ' wanta person tuh break up er [ o r ]  somp in lak dat . 

Yo ' loved ' er . If  yo ' love a girl [ and ] de o thah fellah - well yo ' want ' er .  
Well yo ' cain ' t  git nex ' tuh love 

BROOM - SWEEP S AWAY FRESH EGG BROKEN AT DOOR ' er ,  yo ' s ee ,  becuz dis man be ' s  
huh husban ' , she husban ' . · Why he 

might be a pure mahn , den yuh spirit might agree . Well , yo ' wanta break dese 
part ies up . Well , yo ' go tuh wo rk . Now , yo ' may have [ a ]  chicken layin ' , sompin 
lak dat . Yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' wat ch de chicken when de [ they ] lay . See , yo ' 
git a fresh ; fresh egg [ at the ] time dey drop it , [ egg ] leave de chicken , why 
yo ' git dat egg . See .  An '  yo ' take it tuh his house dat night an' throw it up 
j is '  de hide [ height ] of de house an ' let it fall right befo ' de doah . An ' aftah 
dat why yo ' gotta have a broom , yo ' unnahstan ' [ unders tand ] , an ' sweep dat [away] , 
see . Yo ' sweep dat away from de hous e ,  see . · Well , dat man ' ll c ontinue goin ' , 
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he ' ll be continue gain ' until ' is min ' [mind ] will be  changed until he leave dat 
woman . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 511) , 5 79+82 . ]  

919 3 .  Ah know dis much about a nes t of hen aigs , dat yo ' kin go tuh work an '  
take a nes t o f  hen aigs . Jes ' lak , now , if  ah wanted tuh really git chew , make 

CALL EGG A NAME - RETURN TO NEST OF EGGS 
WITH NAMED EGG BREAK ALL EGGS IN THE NEST 
IF ENEMY DOES THIS  YOU WILL HAVE NO FRIENDS 

yo ' lost yore j ob ,  or gi t chew out 
wit anyone atall  [at  all ] , all de 
way roun ' where yo ' won ' t  have any 
friends . Ah knew dat yo ' kin take 
one of dos e eggs outa dat nes t , an' 

yo ' kin stand off an ' yo '  kin name ' em .  Call dat aig a name . Jes ' lak evahwhat 
are my name [whatever my name is ] , why den yo ' call dat aig dat same name , an ' 
set it back intuh de nest . An '  den yo ' will notice , see , j es '  how many aigs .  
Well ,  d e  really fac ' ' bout it , how many aigs yo '  upsot wit dat . Yo ' may really 
upsot two or three or  fo ' .  One way , dey says , crack ' em or  break ' em wit dat 
[named egg] . An ' dat will put chew where yo ' can ' t git along wit nobody nowhere. 
Ah knews dat tuh be de fac ' . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (12 7 7 ) , 2 173 : 1 . ] 

9194 . Den yo ' kin take a aig , a fresh laid aig dat de hen , de fowl , laid . 
Well , j e s ' so it ' s  an ' aig of  some little fowl on de yard - guinea or turkey or 

CALL EGG NAME OF PERSON DISTURBING YOU AND SAY 
NOW BY DE HE 'P OF DE TRUE LIVIN ' GOD 
AH WANT DIS THING SETTLED. WHAM! POW! BAMM! 
HIT PERSON ANYWHERE WITH THE EGG 

fowl-hen , eithah one - so it 
fresh , laid tuhday . An ' yo ' 
kin take it an ' go out , if dis 
p erson goin ' roun ' makin ' ' sturb
ment wit chew an ' havin ' a con
fusion in de neighborhood . Call 

dere name , yo ' have dere name down good in yore mind an ' says , "Now, by de he ' p  
of de true livin ' God , ah want dis thing settled . Wham! Pow !  Bamm ! "  He ' s  set
tled , don ' know anything ' bout dat ' tall . 

(You hit him any place you want to? ) 
Any place . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361) , 2400 : 3 . ]  
9195 . Ah heard dat yo ' take co ffee groun ' s an ' egg shells an ' yo ' beat dat 

up wit salt , an ' yo ' put dat undah de step .  An' as de persons who live in de 

COFFEE GROUNDS - EGG SHELLS - SALT - UNDER DOORSTEP 
house track dat , well 
dey ' ll be disagreeable an '  
dey wouldn ' t  be in dat 

premises long . 
1135 : 2 . ] 

Dey ' ll move out in p erhaps a few days . [New Orleans , La . , (809 ) , 

9 196 . If yo ' wants tuh git outa trouble or anything lak dat , dey say if yo ' 
take a aig - some p eop le s ay if yo ' take de aig at twelve a ' clo ck in de night  

CORNER OF  HOUS E : BREAK AGAINST TO  CANCEL TROUBLE 
EGG ON WHICH YOU WROTE YOUR NAME AT MIDNIGHT 
IN THE J HIGHEST NAMgS - OR THROW IT OVER COURT 
HOUSE OR JAILHOU SE - OR WISH IN J HIGHEST NAMES 
TELLING EGG WHAT TO DO - BURY UNDER YOUR STEPS 

an ' write de p erson ' s name 
on dis aig , an ' yo ' kin eithah 
go in one cornah of  yore house 
an ' bus ' dat aig In de Name of 
de Fathah, de Son an '  de Ho ly 
Ghost at twelve a ' clock • • •  An ' 

some peop le say tuh go in 
fronta de co ' thouse or de j ailhouse or wheresomevah de p erson am, see . An '  take 
de aig an ' throw it ovah dat an ' let it bust ovah de topa  i t .  

(Any kind o f  a chicken egg ? )  
Any kind from whut ah heard . Ah heard dat yo ' kin take dis aig an ' yo ' kin 

take dat an ' yo ' kin make a wish In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an '  de Ho ly 
Ghost .  Tell it whut chew want it tuh do fo ' yuh an ' bury i t  undah yore step s .  
Say dat will come true . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 10 ) , 2533 : 8 . ] 

919 7 .  Well , dey say dat chew could take a aig an ' put yore name on it , 
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(Put my name on it if I am in j ail . )  
Yeah , put mah name on it , an ' say two or three good words tub it an ' carry • • • 
(What kind of good wordS ? )  
Well , ah fo ' got now whut de words is [ probably 5 Highest Names ] .  An '  carry 

dat aig ' fo '  de sunrise dat mawnin ' an ' bus t it on de co ' thouse steps , an ' dat 

COURTHOUSE STEPS - BREAK ON - EGG 
CONTAINING YOUR NAME AND GOOD WORDS 

would change dere min ' from whut dey wanta 
do tub yo ' .  Dey wouldn ' t  give yo ' as heavy 
a fine as dey woulda . [ For other egg rites 
at courthouse , see Nos . 9006-9022 , pp . 3656-

3660 . ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1355 ) , 2374 : 7 . ] 
9198 . Get a black hen ' s egg . Yo ' take it an ' write - make a mark across it , 

around it - an '  aroun ' de long s ide ; de long s ide an ' de round side , twice . An '  

CROSS MADE ON BLACK EGG BY WRITING NAMES 
LENGTHWISE AND BREADTHWISE - THROW OVER 
HOUSE - CAUSES PERSONS WITHIN TO SEPARATE 

den go tub a house , if  yo ' wanta 
make a person fall out , go tub a 
house an ' throw i t  ovah de house .  
[ New Orleans , La . , (804) , 1130 : 10 . ] 
9199 . If yo ' wanta go an ' make ' way 

wi t anybody or eithah make ' em  leave home or such as dat , yo ' could take a chick-

CROSS MARK OR "X" ON CHICKEN EGG 
BURY AT VICTIM1 S DOOR - AFTER HE WALKS 
OVER IT 9 DAYS - HE WILL LEAVE 

en aig an ' put cro s s  marks on it . 
(One cross mark? ) 
One cross mark dis way an '  one dat way 
[ demonstrates ] . 
(Make one "X" on it? ) 
Dat ' s  right , an '  take it an ' bury it 
r ight down at dere do ' , an ' dey gonna 

walk ovah it 
dat fo ' nine 
leave. 

fo ' nine days . Dat suppose tuh - if dey will continue tub walk ovah 
days , well i t  doesn ' t make way wit dem [kill them] but dey will 

(Any kind o f  a chicken egg ? )  
Any kind . Don ' t care whut kind it is , cuz hit will go bad in nine days , an ' 

whenevah it go bad an ' bus t , well dat ' s de end . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (105 7 ) , 

CROSS MARK - PERSON ' S  NAME - ON BLACK HEN ' S  EGG 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER1 SON AND HOLY GHOST 
TURN YOUR BACK - BREAK EGG ON TREE - TROUBLE BROKEN 

1716 : 11 . 1 
9200 . Yo ' take de black 
hen aig an ' put a cross 
mark on it an ' write de 
person name on it an ' name , 

yo ' say : De Son an 1 de Fathah an 1 de Ho Zy Ghost ,  an ' den if yo ' in trouble , yo ' 
turn yore back an ' bust dat aig up by de tree , an ' it break an ' yore trouble 
break.  [ S umter , S .  Car . , (13 78) , 2448 : 3 . ] 

9 201 . Ah ' ve seen ' em  take a aig an ' ma ' k  [mark] it roun ' an ' roun ' dataway 
an ' j is '  dataway [ demons trates ] .  

(Wait ! Take the egg and mark it around . Which way do they mark i t  around ? )  
Each way [ demonstrates ] .  
(That ' s  the egg . That ' s  lengthwise . Mark it around that way . That ' s [ the 

s econd marking is ] the fat part of the egg . ) 

CROSS MARK ON EGG BY CIRCLING IT LENGTHWISE 
OVER CROSSWISE - BURY AT FORK OF ROAD - LET 
10 ONE SEE YOU - IF PERSON FOR WHOM EGG WAS 
PUT THERE CROSSES IT - HE WILL SOON LEAVE 

Right roun ' it lak dat .  
(Then you go around it lengthwise.  
You are making a cross on the egg . 
All right . )  
Take it tub de b end of de road . 
Carry i t  tub de bend o f  de road , 

de aig , an ' dey dig a hole an ' bury it  - not so deep . De fus ' [ f irst ]  thing run 
ovah it an ' smash it up , dey gone . Dey sho ' gone . 



37 20 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(You mean you take that out where four roads come together? )  
[Bend and aurve o f  road are different . ]  

Yessuh , j es '  lak dis is a road go disaway an ' one go dataway . Well , yo ' j es '  
put dat aig right in de fo ' k  lak dat , right in de fo ' k  of de road . Den de fus ' 
thing come ' long an ' mash it , dey gone , whosomevah yo ' put it dere fo ' . Yo ' got 
a idea who yo ' wanta run . Well , j es '  put it dere fo ' dem. Jes ' do dat ma ' k  
roun ' an ' roun ' [ the egg ] an ' put i t  right dere [ at the fork of the road ] . 

(In other words you would see these people coming and run out there and put 
that egg down , so that they would cross over it , if you want to get rid of  a 
certain person . If  some other person crossed over it , they would get it . To 
get the right person you would have to go out there and wai t for them to come 
by . )  

[ I  doub t  my reasoning here . Almos t always the intended person suffers . ]  
Don ' let noboby see yo ' when yo ' go out dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1370) , 

2428 : 2 . ] 
9 202 .  Dere ' s  tuh [ two ] ways dat yuh cud 

yo ' know a fresh egg dat yo ' see a hen j is '  

CROSS SAME NAME OVER ITSELF ON EGG 
THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - DIRECTION TO GO 
WITH WISHES - CURSE : .QQ., GOD DAMN YUH 

[ could ] use dem . Ah kin take - s ee,  
got [ up ]  from de  nest . Yo ' know , 

fresh egg j is '  lak dat . If it ' s  
warm it ' s  b es t .  Well , yo ' wo ' d  
[ would ] take it . Yo '  kin wr ite a 
person name on dat egg . Write it 
dis way [ demons trates ] .  Turn de 

egg aroun ' an ' wri te it dat way [demons trates ] .  
(You write it one way , then turn the egg ups ide down and then write right 

across . )  [ The two names are written in the form of a cross to aross up the vic
tim. ] 

Uhuh , write it again [ the second time] across it . An ' yo ' kin care hit [ carry 
i t ]  tuh runnin ' watah , j is '  dat egg , make yuh wishes . Any way yuh wan ' ' em  tub 
go , why j is ' say , "Go . "  Any which way yo ' want , j is ' go tuh cus s in ' an ' say , 
"Go , God damn yuh. " Sompin lak dat . Throw it in . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (962) , 
155 3 : 10 . 1 

9203 . Yes sir , yo ' kin take sulphuh an ' de aig an ' table salt an ' some kinda 
perfume . Ah doesn ' t know whut kinda perfume dey use intuh it , but dey git i t  

CROSS MAD E  BY WRITING VICTIM' S NAME LENGTHWISE 
AND WIDTHWISE ON EGG - THEN CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 
SAYING ii COME BACK" - WRAP EGG IN PERFUMED CLOTH 
WITH SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BURY AT DOORSTEP 

from de drug sto ' . Dey 
say it ' s  lucky perfume . 
Yo ' kin take dat perfume 
yo ' see an ' po ' dat perfu.e 
in [ on ]  dat aig but yo ' 
j es '  wrap dat aig up in 

de sulphuh an ' de salt , an ' put it undah de do ' s tep . Dat brings ' em  back . 
(Well , do you do anything with that egg , write their name on it  or  any thing?) 
[ I  am no t asking a leading question here but trying to make informant repeat 

what had already been said . A note of mine on the original manuscript reads : 
This was exp Lained in egg ri te C688 : 1 4  ( informant ' s  rite preceding this one) 
which I am unable to find at the moment . It may b e  that C688 : 14 was discarded , 
everything b eing in present rit e , or i t  may turn up in the printed text . ]  

Yes sir , yo ' write de name on it an ' call ' em .  Yo ' know if yo ' put aall on 
dere it ' ll bring dem back . 

Jes ' take dat aig tuh bring ' em home ; yo ' put chure sulphur an '  yore table 
salt an ' yore red peppah in dere . Well , yo ' see , yo ' don ' t break de egg an' put 
it in dere , yo ' j es '  wrap de egg up in dere . Yo ' write de name s traight up an' 
down de aig . An ' den yo ' put de  name cro ss de  aig  [making a cross ] .  Den yo ' 
write on de side of it . Call " Come back , "  see .  An ' den yo ' place it in dat 
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cloth an '  bury it down undah de do ' s tep to about dis deep [ demonstrates ] . 
(What do you do with that perfume ? )  

3 7 2 1  

Yo ' wet i t  in de p er fume . Dat ' s lucky . Wet de aig an ' d e  sulphuh [ etc . ] an '  
wrap i t  all an ' put i t  underneat ' de step .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1326) , 2269 : 15 . ] 

9204 . Well , if yo ' want ' em tuh leave home , want ' em tuh bus t up , don ' t want 
' em  tuh live tuhgethah . Yo ' git chew two aigs , write dey name on i t  an ' put 

three "x" - cross marks on 
it . 

CROSSES 3 AND 1 NAME ON EACH OF 2 EGGS - ONE EGG 
REPRESENTING MAN OF HOUSE - OTHER EGG THE WOMAN 
AT MIDNIGHT THROW BOTH EGGS - ONE AFTER THE OTHER 
UP ON THE "FO ' KS OF DE HOUSE" HALFWAY TO RIDGE 
FO 'KS [ FORKS ] • 2 HALVES OF ROOF JOINED BY RIDGE 
DRAIN • ROOF FROM RIDGE TO EAVES ON EACH S IDE 
EGGS BREAK BETWEEN DINING AND S ITTING ROOMS BELOW 
FINAL CHANGE TO DINING ROOM AND KITCHEN BELOW 

(Write whose name on it ? )  
De fo lkses in d e  house . 
(You mean b oth the man ' s  name 

and the woman ' s name ? )  
De woman an ' de man name , 
write ' em both name on de 
aig . 
(One egg or both eggs ? ) 
[ I  am trying to learn whether 
his and her names are on each 
egg or separate eggs . ] 

wan t one aig tuh make a 
BREAK UP .  

Two aig dis time . See , yo ' 

fam' ly move . BUT YO ' WAN ' TWO AIG TUH MAKE A COUPLE 

[My question was no t answered . ]  
(Wait a minute ! Here is your egg , the two eggs . You write his name or her 

name on this egg. ) 
Write one name on one aig an ' write de othah name on de othah aig . 
(You put the woman ' s name on one egg and the. · man ' s  name on the other egg . ) 
An ' yo ' put three "x ' s 1 1 on it , see on each aig . An '  yo ' take it twelve 

a ' clo ck in de night , don ' t go no earliah . Den yo ' take it an ' throw it between 
lak dey have a dinin ' -room an ' settin ' -room - where dem fo 'ks of de house [ is ]  -
right up on top-lak - an '  de drain go down . Throw it up on de fo 'ks of de house 
an '  let it bus t an ' run down .  An '  de two will j es ' git [bus ted up ]  fo ' de bal
ance of dey lives . 

(You say throw it b etween the sittingroom and the • • •  ) 
' Tween set tin ' room an ' de dinin ' room.  
(In other words , ABOUT HALF WAY ON THE TOP OF THE HOUSE? ) 

Anywhere dey kin pas s  f rom de kitchen tuh de dinin' room , ON DE TOP OF DE 
BOUSE ,  ON DE OUTS IDE . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1303) , 2203 : 2 . ] 

9205 . Put s even marks on it an ' git chure lef ' track . 
[Make 7 crosses like letter "X" - see Zater. ] 
(You put seven marks on this egg , chicken egg . ) 
Chicken egg . Put seven marks on dat an '  dey will take it down [ I  interrupt ] . 
(What about that tra ck? What do they do with that ? ) 

Well , dey ' d  take it tuh de rivah an ' throw it ovah de lef ' shouldah . 
(Well now , they get the egg and get the track . What do you do ? Do you us e 

those s eparat ely ? Or how do you handle them? ) 

CROSSES 7 - EGG - LEFT FOOT TRACK - SACK 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RIVER 

Yo '  use dat , yo ' know , j is '  wit de 
track . Dey ' d  put dat in a sack to
gethah . 
(This egg and the track? ) 
Yes . Dey take it down tuh de rivah 
an' throw ovah yore lef ' shouldah in 

de rivah . Dat cuz tuh keep yore troub le . Always on de wandah . Keep yo ' dis-
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sat isfied .  
(What sort o f  marks do they make on that chicken egg ? )  
Well . j is '  cross dem. Jis ' lak yo ' mark heah [ demonstrates ] .  take an ' make 

a cross dere [ demons trates ] .  
(Make a cross  mark. like an "X" . )  
[ The X aross . a roughly drawn S t .  Andrew ' s cross . is normally used . This 

design can be made by rapidly crossing two diagonal lines . Also usab le is the 
p Zus-sign aross + called the Greek or S t . George ' s  cross . a horizontal line 
vertically bisec ted by a line o f  the same length . To draw a cross  in hoodoo 
arosses a person . ] 

Jis ' mark dat egg seven t imes . [Jacksonville . 
9 206 . Well . if yo ' wanta do anybody any harm. 

penny an ' put it right in de crossin '  of de road . 

CROSSROAD - PENNY BURIED AT - BURST EGG ON 
PERSON IN MIND OR NAMED UNABLE TO CROSS 

CURSE PERSON AT MIDNIGHT WHILE THROWING AGAINST 
HI S HOUSE AN EGG NAMED HIM - SAYING 

AH WANT CHEW TUH LEAVE 

Fla . , (59 7 ) , 7 70 : 7 . ] 
go tuh work an ' yo '  take a 

An '  yo ' goes tuh work an ' yo ' 
take dat aig , an '  yo ' bus t  it 
right on dat penny . An '  if 
dey wanta cross  dat . dey can ' t  
cross .  [ Sumter , s .  Car • •  
(1362) . 2403 : 6 . ] 
9 207 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say put 
dis person name on a aig . An '  
go tuh dis person hous e twelve 
a ' clock at night an ' curse dis 

person. an ' bust dis aig an ' tell ' em .  say . 
leave - move . 

"Ah want chew tuh leave . " Dey ' ll 

(Where do you bust that egg ? )  
[ Notice that I frequently repeat inf ormant ' s  word . Frequently informant 

repeats mine . ] 
Anywhere on de house ,  ei thah on topa de hous e twelve a ' clock at night . Dey 

always tell me dat . 
Sometime dey say a black hen aig is good . Sometime dey use a dauber nes t .  

Dey sprinkle hit . Dey use dat somet ime t o  bust on de house . [ Fayetteville ,  
N .  Car . , (1396) , 2510 : 2 . ] 

9 208 . Ah had a j ob workin ' 
De man j es '  say he didn ' t have 

an ' ah lose de j ob .  No , ah didn ' t lose de j ob .  
nuthin tuh do . All right , lattah ah went tuh a 

CURSE - THROW ROTTEN EGG AGAINST DOOR 
WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK 

DOCTOR 'S REMEDY TO RECOVER LOST JOB 

lady [doctor] an ' she say - peoples 
talkin ' about [her ]  say she wus goo d .  
All right , she tells me . say ,  "Ah ' ll 
git yuh j ob back . [ you ] git fired o ffa. " 
Git fired off  [ of j ob ]  on Sunday night . 

She says , "Ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' whut tuh do . Yo ' take di s heah rotten aig an ' yo ' 
go tuh dis heah place where yo ' wus workin ' at . "  Say , "Yo ' take i t  an ' chunk it 
up ovah de do ' an ' cus s . "  Yo ' undahstand . See , yo ' d  cuss  an ' yo ' d  walk off . 
An ' she says . "Don ' t look back. " An '  she say , " In two or three days yo ' ll git 
de j ob back . " 

An '  ah done dat . She gimme dat aig . 
NEVAH GOT DAT JOB BACK AG ' IN .  

(You never got the j ob back? ) 

Ah give her de money . , Ah done dat . 

No , ah nevah got dat one back . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1235) , 2080 : 1 . ] 

AB 

9209 . Take a hen egg an ' if ah wanted tuh run yuh away from here , ah ' ll write 
yuh name on dat egg all ' round dere in diff ' ren ' words . An ' ah ' ll pass by yuh 
house an ' ah ' ll throw dat egg . Ah ' ll throw it ag ' in yuh do ' • see . An ' if dat 
egg bus t on yuh do ' , yo ' goin ' leave . Yo ' go in ' git up an ' leave from dere . AD' 
yo ' go on about chure busines s .  go on . Break dat egg on de do ' at night . 
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HAVING WRITTEN VICTIM' S NAME IN DIFFERENT WORDS 
ON EGG - DASH IT AGAINST HIS HOUSE - CURS ING 
AND USING THE LORD ' S NAME IN VAIN - TO MOVE HIM 

[ Informant says something after 
recording machine s topped . ]  
(And you wr ite that name in 
what words ? What kind o f  words 
do you write? )  
Well , yo ' us e in vain [ the 

Lord ' s  Name in vain ] . Yo ' us e it . Yo ' take de Lawd an ' den yo ' cuss ' im . 
(You cuss him and then you use it [ the Lord ' s Name ] in vain? ) 
An '  use it in vain. write dat on dat egg all around , yo ' see .  [Vicksburg ,  

Miss . , ( 7 2 5 ) , 99 7 : 2 . ]  
9210 . An ' den ah took an ' - dis anothah s tory f o '  tub keep de law away , yo ' 

undahstan ' . Ah got me some aigs an '  whip it up wit whiskey an ' devil ' s-shoe

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - EGGS - WHISKEY - WHIPPED UP 
BURY IN BOTTLE UNDER DOORSTEP 

BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND DAY TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

string , an '  buries it undah 
de do ' step , between midnight 
an ' day , an '  de law nevah did 
have any chance tub come in . 
(Well , when you whip the eggs 

with the whiskey , where do you put those ?  Do you mix it up with the devil ' s-
shoestring or what ? )  

Yes sir , all tuhgethah . Put i t  in a bottle . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1313) , 
2237 : 7 . ] 

9 211 . Take de chicken aig 
Yo ' take an' bus t  dat chicken 

SMASH EGG AGAINST DOOR TO MOVE 

if yo ' want a person tub move out chure hous e .  
aig on de do ' an ' dey compel [ they are compelled ] 

tuh come out . [Algiers ,  La. , (1593 ) , 28 : 94 . ] 
9 2 1 2 .  Yo ' take dat egg . He ' d  have tub move , 
he can' t stay dere.  An '  yo '  go right tub de 

front do ' or de back do ' , eithah one ,  an '  yo ' take dat egg an ' yo ' throw it , an ' 
bus t  it right up tub de sid e  o f  dat hous e ,  an ' dat ' ll move ' em. Dat ' ll move ' em 

BLACK HEN ' S  EGG SPLATTERED AGAINST DOOR 
easy . [ Jacksonville , Fla , (59 2) , 7 65 : 3 .] 
9213 . Yo ' kin take - AH HATE TUH GIVE 
YO ' ALL MAH SECRETS . But ah will tell 

yo ' dis . Yo ' take yo ' a black hen aig an ' yo ' pass longs ide of de street an '  
throw i t  an ' let it splatter on dat porch agains t dat do ' . Dat ' s  dat [ to move 
you] . [ Brunswick , Ga. , (1204 ) , 2023 : 1 . ] 

9 214 . About de aig? Well , lak dis heah coup le stay in '  right heah , dis mar
ried couple [ in house where author was interviewing ] ,  why ef ah wanted tuh break 

DOOR - BURSTING CHICKEN EGG AGAINST 
SEPARATE S MAN AND WOMAN WITHIN 

d em  up . Take a aig , a hen aig an ' throw 
it on dat front do ' an ' let it bus t . Hit ' ll 
fall yo ' see .  Why yo ' know in d e  mawnin ' 
when yo ' wake up , yo ' know quite natchly 

[naturally ] yo ' don ' t  hardly , yo ' know , look down dere at de do ' .  Yo ' goin ' be  
lookin ' out in de street aftah sompin , yo ' see ,  an ' yo ' step ovah dere . Yo ' done 
go on . Den aftah yo ' step in it [ broken egg ] den yo ' say , "Well , ah wondah whut 
dis heah aig doin '  heah on dis po ' ch . Well , see , dey break yo ' up . Yo ' an ' yore 
husband nevah live in peace.  Dat is tub break yo ' up . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1 207 ) , . 

2041 : 3 . ] 
WRITE MAN' S NAME ON BLACK HEN ' S EGG 9215 . Well , if ah had a woman cross de 

THROW IT AGAINST A WOMAN ' s DOOR s treet an ' a man run ovah dere aftah dis 
KEEP HIM FROM VISITING HER woman an '  ah don ' want him ovah dere , ah ' ll 

laid , an' 
dat do ' . 

9 2 16 .  

go git me a black hen aig , a fresh one j es '  
ah ' ll write his name on dat . Ah ' ll go an ' bust dat aig up de front of 
Well , he cain ' t go dere no mo ' .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (136 7 ) 1 24 20 : 4 . ] 
Jes ' take de aig right aftah she lay , an ' gits de drop on [ take an 
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unexpected advantage o f ]  de person an ' count three times . Well , yo ' say , one -

HIT CENTER OF DOOR WITH BLACK-HEN EGG - QUINCUNX 
�o - when yo ' say three de 
aig ' s done left yore han ' an ' 
hit right in de centah of dey 

do ' .  It hit right in de centah of dey do ' an ' drap down dere . Well , dey gone . 
(What kinf of  an egg do you use ? )  
A b lack hen. Yo ' cain ' � u s e  n o  othah chicken but a black hen . She ' s gotta 

be black an ' not have a white spot about ' er .  [New Orleans , La . , (1566) , 2870 : 6 . ] 
9217 . Ah heard o f  ' em  usin ' black hen aigs fo ' somepin else . Yo ' take ' em  

an ' if  anybody in a house has done done anything tuh yo ' ,  or somep in lak dat , 

9 AT NIGHT - TUB RUN 'EM A WAY 
BREAK BLACK HEN ' S EGG AGAINST DOOR 

an ' yo ' want tuh run ' em  away . Well , yo ' 
take dat hen aig , dat b lack hen aig an ' go 
dere at nine a ' clock in de night . It  have 
tuh be at nine a ' clock in de night , an ' bust 

dat aig up ovah de do ' .  [Memphis , Tenn. , (1541 ) , 2 7 87 : 8 . ]  

AT MIDNIGHT DROP BLACK HEN ' S  EGG AT DOOR 
9218 . (Get a black hen egg . ) 
Yes , yo ' go dere twelve a ' clock in de 
night an ' yo ' smash de black hen aig 

agains t de do ' or de do ' post of de hous e .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1269) , 2147 : 14 ;  
second trip to Savannah , for j us t , see No . 9 22 2 . ] 

9 219 . Drap [ drop ] one black [hen ] egg right at de doah at twelve a ' clock 
in de night • • • dey ' ll certainly git away from dere . [New Orleans , La . , (814) , 

MOVE A FAMILY BY THROWING BLACK HEN ' S EGG 
AGAINST DOOR AT MIDNIGHT - DON1 T LOOK BACK 

114 7 : 2 . ]  
9220 . Sub [ sir ] , ah ' ve heard dey 
take a black hen aig , if yo ' wanta 
family tub move out de house an ' 

yo ' wants tub git dat house ,  keep ' em ·  ' way f rom dere . Take a black hen aig an ' 
walk by at twelve a ' clock at night an ' throw it ag ' ins t de do ' an ' walk away an' 
don ' look b ack. Dat ' s  one thing . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1224) , 2079 : 11 . ] 

9221 . If  ah wanted tub run a pusson [ person] outa de house , ah ' d  take me a 
aig an ' put it in a brown papah bag an ' ah ' d thrash it up against de do ' ,  s ee .  

Break it , see , an' let dem sweep it out . See , an ' 
EGG IN BROWN PAPER BAG when dey sweep dat out why quite natchel [natural] it 
AGAINST DOOR AT SUNRISE takes ef fect . 

(That makes them move out o f  the house .  You throw this 
egg agains t their hous e before sunrise? )  

Jes ' at sunris e.  [My knowledge o f  sunrise came from before recording began. 
Since informant did not repeat word , I had to include it on the cylinder by a 
quest ion. For another egg rite , but b efore sunrise , see No . 937 7 . ] [ S t . Peters
burg , Fla . , (1038) , 1684 : 4 . ] 

9222 . Take a egg to move you 
name on this egg . S ee ,  and at a 

away , too . Well , they ' ll write the person ' s 
certain hour in the night they ' ll throw that 

NAME ON BLACK HEN ' S  EGG - AGAINST DOOR AT NIGHT 
egg on your door and then ,  
providing from time to time , 
you ar e in hard luck or get 

despondent - but it got ta be a black hen 
(What will that finally do , then? ) 
That will move you away . 

egg to do it  with . 

(Move you out o f  the house. ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (539) , 660 : 7 ; first  trip to 
Savannah ;  for second , see following rite . ] 

9223 . (What about the black hen egg now? ) 
De black hen aigs . Now, dere wus a man comin ' tuh me an ' wus gittin ' mine 

[ eggs from black chickens ] but ah didn ' t know whut he wanted ' em fo ' till ' is 
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wife tole me . An '  when he came de nex ' time , ah found out from him whut he 
wanted wit ' em .  He takes dese black hen aigs an ' write chure name on it an' 
dat ' s  somebody dat he ' s aftah .  He ' ll smash i t  on dey do ' tuh eithah move yo ' 
or keep yo ' goin ' . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1281) , 2448 : 2 ;  second trip to Savannah . ]  

9224 . Git a chicken aig an ' take it  tuh dere home an ' bust it  up ' ginst  de 
do ' an ' call de person name dat dey wants tuh leave from dere an ' dey will leave . 

(Jus t one egg? )  
Yes sir , but i t  will be  A FRESH EGG . 

CALL PERSON ' S  NAME (Any kind of a chicken egg . ) 
BLACK HEN ' S EGG AGAINST DOOR From a black hen , spe cial . 

(And you call the name once , to run them away . )  
An '  throw it up ' gins t de do ' an ' it would make 

dem leave from dere . [ Brunswick , Ga. , (1179) , 1991 : 8 . ] 
9 225 . Take a aig an ' bus t it in front of  yo ' do ' ,  an ' call yore name or de 

man' s name , an ' yo ' would have tuh move b ecuz de aig wus busted . 
(What kind o f  egg do you - use? ) 
Ah ' d take a black hen ' s aig . [New Orleans , La . , (1558) , 2833 : 1 . ] 
9226 . Said dey take a black hen aig an ' go tuh de woman ' s  house ,  an '  if yo ' 

man goin ' dere , if  yo ' wanta bust ' im  up from dere an ' run ' im  away from dere , 

TELL BLACK HEN EGG WHAT TO DO 
TO KEEP YOUR MAN FROM OTHER WOMAN 1 S HOUSE 

BREAK BLACK-HEN EGG AGAINST HER DOOR 

bust ' im an ' de woman up , yo ' take 
a b lack-hen aig an ' go an ' throw it  
up against de  do ' ,  an ' say j es '  whut 
chew want tuh de aig . An '  throwin ' 
de aig at de do ' ,  bust it , an ' he 

cain ' t go dere . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1365) , 2679 : 6 . ] 
9227 . Yo ' know whut chew do , yo ' git a black hen aig . Git a black hen aig 

an ' yo ' take de black hen aig an ' go tuh dat house wherevah dey livin ' at . An '  
dat ' s  breakin ' ' em up . An '  yo ' take an ' throw dat black-hen aig against de do ' , 

.§!!.. " STAY AWAY" - THROW BLACK HEN ' S EGG ON DOOR 
bust i t , an ' say ,  "S tay away . "  
(You say , " S tay away . "  What 
will that do when you break 

the egg on the door? You say it breaks them up ? )  
Breaks ' em up . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1348) , 2331 : 4 . ] 
9 228 . Lak if someone comin ' tub see yo ' .  Prob ' ly yo ' don ' t keer [ care ] tuh 

have dem come dere no mo ' .  Well ,  yo ' kin take a egg , yo ' un ' erstan ' , an ' when 
dey leave - when dey come out dere by de do ' , yo ' see , yo ' must take dat egg 

DOOR - BREAK EGG AGAINST - AS PERSON LEAVES 
HE OR SHE WILL NEVER RETURN 

an ' pitch dat egg ag ' inst de do ' . 
Break dat egg ag ' inst de do ' an ' 
dey ' ll nevah return ag ' in .  
(They will never come back t o  see 
you again . ) 
When dat egg breaks , dat breaks up 

friendship . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 610) , 788 : 1 . ] 
9 2 29 . An '  if yo ' kin leave a aig ovah a place - ovah a do ' - de skin o f  de 

aigshell aftah breakin ' de aig , an ' take de white of it an ' fas ten it [ skin] 
ovah dat do ' an ' aovahate [• coverate - cover ] dat , dat will affect chew . 

OVER THE DOOR - SKIN OF EGG HELD BY EGG WHITE 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will leave ' em j es '  safe , 
run a enemy away . If  yo ' got 

a enemy anywhere roun ' yore home , dat ' ll spite dem �ay . 
(If you put that eggskin over the door ? ) 
De inside skin of de aigshell an ' de white of de aig .  An ' wipe it up dere 

[wi th the egg white] . Git de yellah from dere an ' den wipe de  white of de aig 
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up dere . An '  take dat inside skin - j es '  a small p iece of it - place it up dere. 
Hit ' ll stick .  When i t  weah out an ' dry o f f , j es '  l e t  it g o  o n  an ' sweep it all 
out . He ' s  gone away , too . Dat ' s  de enemy . 

(How do you know you are gett ing the right fellow? How do you know you are 
s ending the right man away? )  

Well , yo ' writes d e  name - by name yo ' know. If yo ' know - j es '  lak yo ' s  a 
enemy tuh me an ' ah knowed yore name . Ah didn ' t want yo ' tub come to mah house 
no mo ' . Ah ' d  writ e  a name yo ' know an '  write it on dere an ' den s tick dat - dia 
question on dere . Take de white of de aig an ' scrape it up dere an ' de inside 
skin an ' stick it up dere . When it git dry an ' fade away an ' fall off , sweep �t 
on out . He ' s  gone off , t oo .  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1208) , 2062 : 3 . ] 

DOORSTEP - UNDER THEIR - BURY BLACK HEN EGGS 
TO SEPARATE MAN AND WOMAN 

Two an ' [ o r ]  three . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1133) , 
formant returns to same subj ect . ] :  

9 230 . Take chicken aigs an ' bury 
' em undah de do ' step an ' a lady 
an '  ' er husband tub sep arate .  
(Any kind o f  chicken egg ? )  
Black chicken aig . 
(Any number of eggs ? How many?)  

1937 : 14 .  Two cylinders later in-

[ I  heard ] of  ' em usin ' black hen aigs an ' [ or ]  usin ' black hen dung . 
(What would they do with that black hen egg? ) 
Bury ' em undah yore steps tub part chew an ' yore husband , cuz yo ' tuh have 

back luck . [Waycross , Ga � , ( 1133) , 1839 : 10 . ] 

DOORSTEP - BURY UNDER HIS - BLACK HEN EGG 
AFTER HE WALKS OVER 9 MORNING ' S  
WOMAN LIVING WITH HIM WILL LEAVE 

9231 .  If he  [ first man] had a womaa 
livin ' in ' is house an ' he [ second 
man ] want ' er [ her ] to leave ' im 
[ first man ] an ' want [ her ] to live 
heah [with] him [ second man ] , put de 

aig undah de step [ o f  first man ] covah 
nine mawnin ' s  she ' ll leave her husband 
want ' er tub do it . 

it up an ' dat [ firs t ]  man walk ovah i t  fo ' 
[ first man ] , an ' come where he at , if  he 

(What kind o f  egg did you say it was ? ) 
Black hen aig , it have tub be black .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1263) , 2145 : 8 . ] 
9232 . Ah heard dat chew could take a black hen ' s aig an ' bury it at chure 

do ' , an ' aftah buryin ' dis black hen ' s aig at chure do ' ,  when yo ' make yore 

DOORSTEP 
BURY BLACK HEN EGG UNDER 

WISH 

wishes an ' whatevah yo ' make yore wish , it will come. 
(You bury this black hen egg at your own door ? )  
Yessuh . 
(And make your wish f or anything ? )  
Yessuh.  Ah heard dat  chew could do  dat  an ' da t yore 

wishes would come . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1419 ) , 2554 : 2 . ] 

DOORSTEP - BURY UNDER - EGG WITH WRITTEN NAME 

9233 . Write name on egg . Bury 
undah s tep .  Sends away . [Men
phis , Genn . , ( 969 ) , 1568 : 2 . ] 
9234 . Jes ' lak if  yo ' go t a 
fren ' an ' he ' s  away from yo ' ,  

yo ' use a chicken aig lak dis . Yo ' put it in de run of de house [ under eaves ] 

EAVES OF HOUSE - IN DIRT GUTTER BENEATH - BURY 
SMALL END DOWN - BLACK HEN EGG - WITH MAN ' S  NAME 
WRITTEN ON - ADD : BRIMSTONE - SUGAR - SULPHUR 
9 MORNINGS CALL HIM - ORDERING HIM HOME 

wit de end [ small end of  egg] 
down an '  yo ' writes ' is name 
on dat an ' yo ' puts it dat 
deep in de groun ' [ demon
strates ] . 
(About as deep as your hand . ) 
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Yes sir , a t  d e  drain of yore house , an ' yo ' call ' im , an ' yo ' put sulphuh , 
sugah - all dat mixture is sweet don ' t chew know. Put sulphuh , sugah an ' brim
stone . An '  each mawnin ' yo ' call ' im fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  [ Brims tone and sulphur 
raise hell wi th him, sugar sweetens him. ] Yo ' call ' im an ' he boun '  tub come , 
he cain ' t stay away - he gotta come . One aig an '  write his name on de aig . Ah ' m 
goin ' call yore name , see .  Say , "Ah ' m  callin ' yo ' an ' ah wan ' chew tuh come on 
back home heah tuh me . "  Write dat on de aig . See , write his name on dere [ egg ] . 
Call ' is name an ' write dat [name] on dat aig . An '  put dat aig right down in dis 
guttah [ in the ground under the eaves ] .  

(Any kind of a chicken egg ?)  
It would be bettah if it wuz a black hen aig . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1351) , 

2342 : 4 . ] 
9 235 . Wal , yo ' take 

grind ' em up , jes ' mash 
de eggs from a chicken an ' yo '  take de shell an ' yo ' 
' em  up real fine . An '  yo ' take do se shell - eggs out 

EGGSHELLS - IN GLASS OF WATER 9 DAYS 
LET PERSON DRINK TO LOVE YOU 

dem shells an ' yo ' put ' em intuh a glass 
of watah an ' let ' em  set fo ' nine days . 
An '  den yo ' take dat glass of  watah an '  
yo ' strain i t  out until it come tub be 

perfect cleah , an ' den yo ' give dat to anyone .  Jes ' lak someone come tub yore 
house an ' want a drink of watah , yo ' take some of dat watah an '  po ' in anothah 
glass , an ' put some mo ' watah intuh it an ' give i t  tub dem tub drink. Dey ' ll 
certainly love yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1009 ) , 1634 : 4 . ] 

9 236 . Well , now yo '  kin take a black - it ' s  got ta be a solid black hen. Yo '  
kin take a black hen aig an ' write chure enemy ' s  name on dere an ' yo ' kin bury 

ENDS : BIG AND LITTLE - OF BLACK HEN EGG - WRITE 
ENEMY '  S NAME ON - BURY AT DOOR - LITTLE END OUT 

TO DRIVE HIM FROM TOWN OR AROUND YOU 
OR THROW THE EGG AGAINST THE DOORKNOB 
OF HIS HOUSE TO CAUSE CONFUSION WITHIN 

it , if yo ' wan ' ' em  tub leave 
town or leave from aroun ' yore 
neighborhood . Yo ' put de lit
tle end out . 
(Out from what ? )  
From de do ' .  Put de little end 
out . Jes ' bury it right in 

front of yore do ' . An '  dat will run ' em away , but yo ' will have tuh write dere 
name on dat aig an ' it  has tub be a b lack hen aig . 

Then yo ' kin take a black hen aig an ' yo ' kin throw it , but yo ' have tub be 
shore [ sure ] dat yo ' hit right on de do ' knob wit it . Yo ' kin throw it an' let 
it s trike right ag ' ins t a person ' s do ' knob an '  it ' ·ll cuz all kinda confusion in 
dat home , an ' yo ' can ' t stay dere in no peace . [Waycross , Ga . , (1166) , 1 9 60 : 6 . ]  

9 23 7 .  I f  yo ' got a woman , o r  eithah if  yo ' wanta see a fren ' of  yor ' n  an ' 
yo ' wants dis woman , an '  yo ' don ' know how tub git up tub ' er .  Yo ' take dis 

LITTLE END POINTING TO STREET - BIG END TO HOUSE 
MAN BURYING WHITE FRESH EGG AT HER STEPS 

WILL BRING UNDER HIS CONTROL WOMAN LIVING WITHIN 

aig , a white fresh aig , an ' 
yo ' writes her name on dis 
aig , an ' how ole she are , an ' 
her address . An ' j is ,

. 
howsom

evah her facin ' , her bous e 
turn , yo ' digs right down at de steps an ' plant it at ' er do ' . Go tub ' er house 
an' digs dat down dere j is ' about , say about fo ' inches . An ' yo ' turn de edge 
[ end ] of de aig out tuhwards de s treets , de small end tuh de streets . Yo ' know , 
j is '  ary way her house turnt tuhwards de s treets , yo ' turn dat sharp end [ o f  egg ] 
tuhwards de streets .  Dat supposed tuh g it dis woman undah yore cont rol . [Mem
phis ,  Tenn . , ( 951) , 153 7 : 3 . ] 

9 238 . Yo ' kin take a chicken aig an ' yo ' kin - j is '  lak dat de aig [ demon
strates ] turn it dat way ,  de haid of it . Take dat chicken aig an '  go outside 
where any couple ' s  house is - yo ' know , a married coup le be - an ' take dat 
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HEAD OF EGG - THE BIG END - HOLD OUTWARD IN HAND 
TO HIT THIS HEAD AGAINST HOUSE OF MAN AND WIFE 
EGG HITTING HOUSE HEADFIRST WILL SEPARATE THEM 

chicken aig an ' bust it up 
s ide of dat house , de haid of 
dat aig is turnt , an ' dat ' ll 
bust ' em  up . Dat ' ll separate 
' em. 
(Do you use any kind of  a 
chicken egg ? )  
Any kind . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1135 ) , 1845 : 7 . ] 
9239 . Take a black hen ' s 
aigs fo ' somebody yo ' want 

tuh have bad luck or sompin bad happen tuh ' em ;  git ' im from out de way , mark 
himse lf off de earth. Take a pencil an ' write his name tuh de bottom of de aig 

NAME OF VICTIM WRITI'EN ON "BOTTOM" OR "LJ:TTLE END" 
OF EGG - YOUR NAME ON 11TOP" OR 11BIG END" OF EGG 
BURY AT VICTIM' S STEPS - "BIG END" AND YOUR NAME UP 
"DAT LOCKS CHURE BOWELS - AIN ' T  A DOCTOR [M. D . ] 
' TWEEN HEAR AN '  NOWHERE KIN DO YO ' NO GOOD" 

on de ZittZe end. Write 
yore name - j e s '  lak yo ' 
wanted tuh run me off or 
ah wanted tuh run yo ' off,  
or do  ' way wid yuh , ah 
would write chure name on 
de bot tom of dat aig ; see ,  

o n  d e  little end . Write mah name on 
an ' bury i t  right down where yo ' had 

(How would you bury that egg ? )  
Neah de do ' s teps . 

de top , on de big end of de aig . Go dere 
tuh walk ovah dat aig . 

(How would you bury it , lit tle end up or big end up? )  
Little end down , b ig end up . Befo ' long dat egg will come tuh git hot , or 

sour or bust . Dat locks chure bowels . Ain ' t a doctor [M . D . ] ' tween heah an '  
nowhere kin do yo i no good .  Whenevah dat aig bus t down dere , yore bowels will 
lock an ' bus t inside . Right den al l yore action will be on de inside yo ' know , 
an '  yo ' won ' t be  no mo ' good . Won ' t b e  long ' fo '  yo ' b e  gone . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  

CIRCUMAMBULATE VICTIM' S HOUSE BURYING EGGS 
AS MANY AS NEEDED - MAKE SMALL HOLE IN EACH END 
OF EGGS AND BURY THEM BIG END UP - AFTER 
ONE OF THE EGGS DRAINS - VICTIM WILL NOT BE THERE 

( 1158) , 1930 : 6 . ] 
9 240 . No , yo ' don ' t git a 
dozen - ah mean , j es '  one 
dozen , but if yo ' got a big 
yard [you can use more ] . 
Yo ' start out dere tuh dat 

front fo ' yo ' make a hole up heah an ' a hole up heah [ demons trates ] .  
(You make a hole in each end o f  the egg . ) 
[ This is done so that the egg will leak or drip after it  is p lanted. ] 
An ' yo ' take dose eggs an ' yo ' pack ' em [ in a basket or something to carry 

them) . 
(How many eggs do you take? ) 
Well , if yo ' got a big yard yo ' gotta go all ' roun ' de hous e .  Well , yo ' use 

yore yard . Yo ' put [ demons trates ] a egg heah an ' yo ' put a egg dere , an ' a egg 
dere , an '  a egg dere . Jes ' set ' em  up . Put dat point [ little end ] down , yo ' 
see , an ' de stuff runs out . When dat egg runs outa dat shell , dat man won ' t be 
dere . Dey run mah husban '  away lak dat . 

(Well , do they bury thes e any place in the yard or coming into the house or 
what ? )  

Comin ' intuh de house ,  all aroun ' dere , aroun ' - de hous e .  
(Just a s  many a s  you want to put there . )  
Jes ' plant lak yo ' b e  plantin ' corn [maiz e ] . 
(And cover them up a little bit ? )  
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Yes , yo ' have tuh covah ' em up , sure , yo ' know , e l s e  somebody would expect 
[ suspe c t ] somepin dere . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1016) , 1645 : 3 . ] 

FOOT TRACK - NAILS IN - UNDER STEPS 
BURST EGG AT DOOR - TO MOVE 

9241 . Wanta make dem move out , yo ' come 
out heah an ' take a aig an ' bust it up 
ovah his front do ' .  Yo ' git some of his 
dirt , some of his track yo ' know , an ' den 

pat it down good an ' 
covah ovah it . In a 

(Where do you put 
Under de s tep s . 

s t i ck some nails in it , sompin lak dat , an ' turn sompin tuh 
few days he ' ll be gone away . 
this s tuff? )  

(Put a few nails in? ) 
Yes . Make it good , yo ' know, lak a cake , an '  s t i ck some nails in it , an ' 

put it undah de s t eps . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1197 ) , 2014 : 10 . ] 
9242 . And then you turn around then and want to run him away f rom her , yo ' 

get a coal-black hen ' s egg an ' yo ' writ e  his name on de egg . An '  den yo ' turn 

FOOT TRACK RIGHT - DIRT FROM HOLLOW OF - NAME 
ON BLACK HEN EGG - WRAP BOTH IN PAPER HAVING 
HIS NAME - THROW WITH WI SHES INTO RUNNING WATER 
RETURN HOME - LOOK OUT DOOR - WISH HIM FROM THERE 

around and get a p inch of  
dirt out of  the hollow o f  
h i s  r ight- foot track , and 
write his name on a piece 
o f  paper , and put tha t egg 
and that d irt in that paper , 

carry it and throw i t  in st rong running water , all run one way [meaning not a 
tidal river ] ,  an ' make yore wishes . An '  go back to yore house an ' get in yore 
door an ' turn yore face out of the do or an ' wish ' im from yore house , an ' he ' ll 
go away . [ Out in the county from Suffolk , Nansemond Co . , Va . , (Dbator Frank Hal l, 
called by my tired mind Frank Harris !  in v . l ,  INTRO . , p . XXIX . I hadn ' t thought 
of Frank Harris in year s ! Material from Hall was taken down by hand . ]  

9 24 3 .  Well , dey git a aig , hen aig . Go tuh de f o ' k  of de road an ' bury it 
dere .  Write his name on it an ' de person name dat he go wi t , an ' put it at de 
fo ' k  o f  de road ; an ' when yore aig bus t , dat bust de man an '  woman up . 

FORKS OF ROAD - BURY AT - HI S AND HER NAME 
ON EGG - TELL EGG WHAT TO DO SEPARATE 

(Well , how would I know that that 
egg is meant to be for them?)  
B y  writin '  his name an ' her name , 
an ' tell in ' de aig whut tuh do -

whut yo ' want it tuh do , bust . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (136 4) , 2408 : 10 . ] 
9 244 . In cas e yo ' wanta do anything wi t it , yo ' go dere an ' yo ' t ake two 

pennies . Yo ' take a aig . Yo ' s t ill take a aig an ' yo ' take two p ennies an ' 

FORKS OF ROAD - BURST EGG AT - MIDNIGHT 
PUT 2 CENTS IN FOR MEAN SP IRIT OF FORKS 
WISH FOR WHATEVER YOU WANT DONE 

yo '  go dere at twelve a ' clock at 
night . Yo ' bust dat aig right 
across  o f  dat road . S ee ,  what-

TURN RIGHT - GO BACKWARDS - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 
somevah yo ' want , if i t ' s  evil , 
by dat bustin ' dat aig , yo '  p ay 
de mean spiri t two cent s . Yo ' 

drop dat two cents in dere [ the burst ed 
de road at twelve a ' clock at ni ght , an ' 
look back . 

egg ] . An '  yo ' bus t dat aig right acros s  
turn right an ' g o  backwards an ' don ' 

[ You probably walk backwards as long as you can see the forks of  the road . ] 
(And then you make a wish for something that you want done? ) 
Dat ' s right . 
(You do that down at the forks o f  the road . ) 
Dat ' s  right . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2510 : 5 . ] 
9245 . I f  yo ' have anything dat chew wants done ag ' in wit a aig - a aig is 

a valuable thing . I f  it ' s  anything dat chew want done wit a aig , write upon 
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yo re aig whut chew want an '  put it in yore mouth . See , put de whole aig in yore 

FOUR CORNERS OF HOUSE - WALK INTO THE 
HOLDING IN YOUR MOUTH EGG - ON WHICH YOUR 
WI SHES WERE WRITTEN - IN EACH CORNER 
FACE EAST AND REPEAT WISHES TO YOURSELF 

mouth . Write j is ' whut chew want OD 
dat aig an '  put it in yore mouth , an• 
walk tuh de east cornah an ' wes t  
cornah an '  d e  south cornah - j is '  
walk in evah cornah o f  d e  house , an ' 
turn yore face tub de east an ' make 

yore wishes wit de aig in yore mouth. 
(You do that at any time ? )  

Yo ' git s  yore .wishes . 

J is ' any time . I f  yo ' wants somp in tuh happen , anything dat chew want [ to ]  
happen . [Memphis , Tenn . , (947 ) , 1527 : 15 . ] 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
BURY NEW-LAID EGG AT EACH 

9246 . Bury a new-laid hen egg in de ground at each 
corner of yore house fo ' luck. [Vicksburg , Miss . , 
(758) , 1041 : 3 . ] 
9 247 . Ah heard if yo ' wants tuh move someone out of 

de house neah yo ' ,  or eithah yo ' wanta break someone up , dey tell me yo ' go dere 

4 EGGS - WALK BACKWARDS 4 STEPS TO HOUSE 
BURST THEM ON TOP OF HOUSE TO MOVE 

an '  ' bout seven-thirty dat night , an '  
t ake yo ' fo ' solid aigs , chicken 
aigs , an ' bust ' em on de top of de 
hous e an ' yo ' won ' t  have any mo ' 

trouble . Dey move out de 
why dey gone . 

house an ' nobody won ' t know how dey move out dere or 

(You take four eggs ? )  
Yas suh ,  f o '  solid aigs . Back up fo ' step s  f rom de house , walk backwards fo ' 

steps tuh de house an ' bus t dem fo ' aigs on top of de house , see .  An '  yo ' won ' t  
have any mo ' trouble wit dem den . [Remember , we are not talking here about a 
mansion , but about a small one-story structure of  cabin proportions . Walking 
backwards four steps and tossing four eggs over your shoulder on to the roof 
would not require much skill or strength . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311) , 2 22 3 : 3 . ] 

9248 . Yo ' git a fresh aig from undah a hen , a fresh aig yo ' see , an ' take 
dat aig an' put it in de fo ' cornahs of de room. 

4 CORNERS OF ROOM - IN EACH - POINT EGG 
NORTH - S OUTH - WEST - EAST - THROW OVER HOUSE 

(Here is your egg . Now how do 
you point that to the four cor
ners of the world ? )  
[ Something about the f our cor

ners o f  the world had been said before recording started . ] 
Ah mean yo ' point it no ' th ;  yo ' point it south , wes t  an '  po int east last . 

Yo ' see , an ' dey throw it ovah de hous e .  An '  when dat aig busts den yo ' leave 
heah .  

(I will have t o  move out of that house? ) 
Yessuh . 
(When you point this egg ,  you mean that lit tle end is pointing ? )  
Yessuh , d e  lit tle end . [Little Rock, Ark . , ( 900) , 14 72 : 11 . ] 
9 249 . Ah hear ' d  of  ' em usin ' chicken aig an ' makin ' men love yo ' an ' come 

back home . Yo ' take dat chicken aig an '  yo ' write dis man name fo ' t imes on dat 

4 TIMES WRITE MAN ' S NAME ON EGG 
BURY ON NORTH SIDE OF YOUR HOUSE 
CALLING NAME TELLING TO RETURN 

aig , an ' yo ' bury it in d e no ' th ;  j es '  lak on 
de no ' th side yo ' see o f  where yo ' live at , 
in yore yard or eithah on de outside of de 
yard , an ' call d is man name . An '  he ' ll come 
back home . Or call dis lady name an '  she ' ll 

come back home . [Waycross , Ga . , (1132 ) , 183 7 : 9 . ] 
9 25 0 . Yo ' can take yo re f ingahnails an ' cut nine pieces - cut off nine fin

gahnails - an '  get nine p iece s of  yore to enails , an '  put it into a l ittle bag 
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put some asafetida in there with it . Then you bust a hen egg an ' get de thread 

FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - 9 PIECES OF EACH 
IN BAG WITH ASAFETIDA - SKIN FROM BROKEN EGG 
PUT UNDER HOUSE - MAKES PERSON WITHIN LEAVE 

[ the skin in the end ] of it an ' 
put in there , an ' that ' ll be all 
right fo ' de purpose . Yo ' take 
an ' carry it  an ' put it at or 
undah de house .  Dat ' ll make dem 

leave , put dem to walkin ' .  [ Out 
(DoatoP Frank Hal l) by hand . ]  

9 251 . Kin take a black hen ' s 
dere name on it . Write it roun ' 

in country from Suffolk , Nansemond Co . , Va . ,  

aig on 
de aig 

Friday , dat ' s  laid on Friday , an ' write 
an ' den write it crossways de  aig , an ' 

FRIDAY-LAID BLACK HEN EGG - ON FRIDAY WRITE 
PERSON ' S  NAME LENGTHWI SE AND CROSSWISE 

ON IT - MAKING A CROS S - THROW AGAINST DOOR 

onstrate . ] And then you write it acro s s  like 
Yes . 

den take it an ' go an ' throw it 
on dere do ' .  Dat will make dem 
move . 
(Now - here 
that name 
that ? )  

i s  the egg . Do you write 
down like tha t ?  [I dem-

(You make a cross  by writing the names that way ? )  
Yes . [Mobile , Ala. , (66 7 ) , 87 8 : 1 . ] 
925 2 . Yo ' git a black hen ' s egg dat was laid on Friday an '  write dere name 

all ovah it backwards [ 3  las t  name writ ten first ]  an ' put it in coffee grounds 

WRITE ALL OVER IT - IN COFFEE GROUNDS 3 DAYS 
THROW AGAINST DOOR - TELLING PERSON TO GO 

three days , an ' den throw it on 
dat do '  an ' tell ' em to go an ' not 
return , an ' dey ' ll sure go . [Mo
bile , Ala . ,  (671) , 883 : 11 . ] 
9 25 3 .  Ah t ole yo ' da t ,  see . Now, 
lak ef yo ' wanted me tuh git outa 

heah . Ef ah was in dis house heah an '  yo '  wanted me - yo ' couldn ' t git me outa 
heah . Yo ' go an '  git a black hen ' s aig was laid on a Friday , see . An '  yo ' write 

FRIDAY - BLACK HEN EGG LAID ON 
PUT IN NEW TEACUP WITHOUT HANDLE 
WRITE ON EGG VICTIM ' S NAME 7 OR 9 TIMES 
COVER EGG WITH COFFEE GROUNDS - LET S ET 3 DAYS 
AT MIDNIGHT BREAK EGG AGAINST VICTIM ' S  DOOR 
SAYING , " GO !  YOU S ON-OF-A-BITCH" 

dat person ' s name on dat aig . 
An '  yo ' take dat aig an ' put it 
intuh a teacup wit de handle -
a teacup whut ain ' t  go t no han
dle , a new teacup , not a ole 
one , a new one whut ain ' t  got 
no handle .  [A  new teacup with
out a handle? Did a person buy 

a new teacup and break off the handle?  Or was a handleles s teacup , small bowl ,  
conveniently sold by hoodoo shop s ? ] An '  den yo ' write de name on dat [ egg]  good . 

Well , yo ' write it seven or nine time s , bu t i t ' s g o t t a  be s even or nine t imes , 
not eight . S even or nine , see . Well , den yo ' shet dat ovah wit coffee grounds 
an ' let it set in dere three days zactly .  Well , den yo ' make it back tuh mah do ' 
dere at night , twelve ' clock in de night , an ' j es '  throw dat egg an ' let it hit 
mah do ' , de cup an ' all , an' say , " Go !  Yo ' son-of-a-bitch . " An' dat egg hits 
dat do ' it busts . De nex ' mawnin ' ah ' m  goin '  git a wagon an ' ah ' m  goin ' move out 
dat p lace , can ' t stay dere fo ' save mah lif e . Dere ain ' t no way f o '  me tuh stay 

FRIDAY-LAID EGG - WRITE NAME OF PERSON OVER EGG 
FOLLOWING FRIDAY NIGHT THROW EGG OVER HI S HOUSE 

dere . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 656) , 
941 : 3 . ] 
9 254 . Well , ah tell yo ' .  Yo ' 
kin git a aig dat is laid on 
Friday an ' wri t e  de name of 
dese people on dat aig an ' de 

nex ' Friday night choo take dat aig an ' throw it ovah de hous e an ' dey ' ll move -
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al l de way [over the ] hous e ,  de nex ' Friday . 
(Take the egg from any kind of a chicken?)  
Any kind o f  a chicken aig . Jis ' throw dat 

Tenn . , (949) , 1530 : 8 . ] 
aig ovah dat hous e .  [Memphis , 

9 25 5 .  Ah would git me a egg from a 
p . 59 f .  and elsewhere ] an ' ah would put 

frizzly hen [ for frizzly chicken , see 
it undah de steps . Den ,  aftah nine days , 

FRIZZLY-HEN EGG - UNDER STEP S  - BURST IN 9 DAYS 
CAUSES CONFUSION - LANDLORD DRIVES TENANTS AWAY 

FRIZZLY-HEN EGG - WRITE PERSON ' S  NAME ON 
BREAK ON HIS DOOR MAKES CONFUSION WITHIN 

yo ' see ,  dat egg would bus ' 
[burst ] .  Dat would make con
fusibn an ' de landlord would 
put ' em  out de house . [New 
Orleans , La . , (85 3 ) , 1343 : 3 . ] 
9 256 . [A frizzly hen egg ] 
take it an ' write de name on 
de egg an ' bus t it in front 

of de person ' s  do ' ,  will cuz a separation in 
(That has to be  a egg from a • • •  ? )  

de home . 

From a frizzly hen . Only one ah was evah tole dey could use . Ah don ' t know 
about othahs . [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 657 : 4 . ]  

925 7 . Take a black hen ' s egg and take a needle , punch it . Take a little of  
gingsing oi l an ' pur [ pour ] it in an ' take de cement an '  plaster it  right up . 

GINSENG OIL - BLACK HEN' S EGG - ON HOUSE TOP 
Take it an ' drop it right on top 
of de hous e an ' it bursts , an ' 
dey will move , yo ' understand . [ I  

understood a t  the time but uncertainty came with the transcrip tion , in which the 
key word sounded like gingsing oil . Oil ? Was this o il from the aromatic ginseng 
root , perhaps sold by a hoodoo shop ? Even with one having a Chinese proprietor? 
They did exist ,  though primarily as incense and curio centers . Ginseng , known 
among root  collectors for years before my work b egan , appears rarely in Hoodoo .  
The importance of  roo t shapes , once considered desirab le in Chinese medicine , i& 
also known in hoodoo , but none of  these examples concerns ginseng , as far as I 
know. The Nor th American p lant is Pana;r; quiru:[uefoUwn , the Chinese P. schinseng.] 
[ New Orleans , La . , (854) , 1346 : 2 . ] 

925 8 .  What ah heard ' em  say , said dey take a hen egg , a b lack hen ' s egg an ' 
some - an '  tuh go out tuh de graveyard an ' git a han ' ful o f  graveyard dirt , an ' 

GRAVEYARD DIRT AND CHICKEN EGG 
(1)  BLACK HEN EGG AGAINST DOOR 

GRAVEYARD DIRT ON PORCH 

sprinkle dat dirt on de porch , an ' take de 
egg an ' bus t it up s ide de do ' .  Dat sup
posed tuh make yo ' move , if dey didn ' t  lak 
yo ' . [Mobile , Ala . , (692) , 9 23 : 1 . ] 
925 9 . Ah heard dat if yo ' - j es '  lak yo ' re 

workin ' on a j ob an ' dere ' s somebody dere dat try tuh work ag ' inst  yo ' , an ' yo ' 

( 2 )  BURY BLACK HEN EGG AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
WHERE HE STANDS TO WORK - YOU TAKE HIS JOB 

wanta put ' em away from dere 
an ' yo ' take his place , dey 
t ell me dat yo ' kin take a 
fresh hen aig an '  go tuh de 

graveyard and git some graveyard dirt , 
place dat he always stand at , an' in a 
yo ' have his place . 

o f  a chicken egg? ) 

an ' bury it tuh de pahticlah [ particular ] 
few days time he ' ll be gone from dere an '  

(You use any kind 
A black hen aig . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (145 6 ) , 2647 : 13 . ] 

(3)  RUB GRAVEYARD DIRT ON EGG 
THROW OVER HOUSE FRONT TO BACK 

9260 . Eithah yo ' kin take a aig an ' rub 
graveyard dirt on it , an '  throw it  ovah 
from de front tuh de back an '  if it busts , 
dey ' ll move or  git s ick ;  most o f  ' em  die .  
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(Throw it over the house from the front to the back? ) 
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1425) , 25 70 : 6 . ] 
9 261 . Dey take graveyard dus t , dey take a aig . Dey take dis aig an' dey wind 

[ roll] dis aig all ovah dis graveyard dus t . At twelve ' clock in de night dey 

(4)  GRAVEYARD DUST - ROLL EGG IN 
THROW AT MIDNIGHT ON TOP OF HOUSE 
TO DRIVE AWAY DWELLER IN 24 HOURS 

take dis egg an '  dey throw it up on 
de top o f  yo ' house . An ' j es '  [ like] 
yo ' ve seen a quarrel or fussin ' or 
sompin lak dat all day long in de 
hous e ,  well yo ' throw dat aftah yo ' 

go git dis graveyard dus t .  Yo ' take dis aig an ' put it [ graveyard dir t ]  tuh
gethah an ' event ' ly [ eventually ] de nex '  day er [ o r ]  dat night , twelve ' clock , 
yo ' throw it on de top of  de house . De nex ' - well say 24 hours , de person dis
appeahs . [Jacksonville, Fla . , ( 56 0 ) , 696 : 1 . ] 

9 262 . I f  yo ' got a man an '  he runs out , yo ' kin take a chicken , hen aig , an '  
den yo ' kin take an ' write his name on i t  good as yo ' kin . An '  den yo ' kin go 

(5)  WOMAN WRITES MAN ' S  NAME ON BLACK HEN EGG 
TAKES DIRT FROM WICKED PERSON ' S GRAVE 
LEAVES DIME •IN HOLE FOR SPIRIT WITHIN 
SPRINKLES DIRT UNDER OTHER WOMAN ' S DOORSTEP 
BREAKS EGG ON HER DOOR DRIVING HER AWAY 

tuh de graveyard tuh a 
wicked p erson ' s grave , an ' 
dig as fur as yo ' kin git 
chure han' down in dere , an ' 
git some of  dat dirt , an ' 
yo ' put a dime in der e .  An ' 
den yo ' come back an ' yo ' 

sprinkle dat dirt  undah de do ' s t ep s .  See .  Den yo ' take dat aig an ' yo ' throw 
it hard as yo ' kin an ' break it [ against the door o f  the other woman ] . Dat ' ll 
break dem up an ' yo ' won ' t  have no mo ' trouble at all . She ' ll have tuh leave 
town . 

(You throw that egg against the door 
yard dir t .  That ' s  the black hen egg . ) 

(6)  TO KILL PERSON WRITE NAME ON EGG 
BURY IN GRAVE OF PERSON YOU KNOW 

under which you have buried this grave
[ Brunswick, Ga . , (1217 ) , 2070 : 5 . ] 

9 263 . Yo ' kin take a aig , j es '  lak a 
set t in ' hen yo ' know , an ' j es ' lak yo ' 
know somebody yo ' wanta run crazy or 
yo ' wanta kill , sompin othah lak dat , 

yo ' kin write de name on dis aig , an ' carry it  tuh a grave dat chew know an ' bury 
de aig , see . When de aig bus t , dey tell me dem folks will die . 

(You mean you have to know the grave? )  
Yo ' have tuh know somebody . 
(You have to know who is buried in that grave . )  
Yo ' have tuh know who buried in dat grave . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (117 7 ) , 1989 : 11 . ] 
9 264 . Dey t ell yo ' kin take a fresh hen aig - b lack hen - dat j es '  fresh 

laid , an ' take dis person ' s name , whosomevah it is , is a enemy tuh yo ' an ' yo ' 

( 7 )  TO KILL PERSON - WRITE NAME BACK AND FORTH 
ON FRESH BLACK HEN EGG - BURY UNDER 
VICTIM' S OWN DOORSTEP WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT 
WHEN YOU LEAVE DOORSTEP DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

wanta git rid o f  ' em , don ' t 
wanta see ' em live . Write 
dere name [ on it ] goin ' an ' 
writ e  it on comin ' [ se e  ex
planat ion later ] . Well , yo ' 
take dat egg an ' dis grave

yard dirt an ' take i t  tuh dey house an ' b ear [bury] it undahneath dey do ' step .  
An '  when yo ' leave don ' t  look back towards ' em .  An '  dis aig should lay undah 
dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  dey tell me . An '  dey say aftah dem nine mawnin 's  dat 
egg wiZZ  bust [a common b elief that an egg b ecome s  rotten and bursts on ninth 
day ] . An '  dey say who somevah dat was whose name yo ' had on dere , when dat egg 
bus t dey ' ll bus t .  

(What do you mean b y  writing the name going and writing the name coming? )  
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Lak dis is de top of de aig [demons trates ] ,  well yo ' take it  an'  write it dis 
way an '  den yo ' bring it b ack dis way . 

(You write it forward acros s the top of 
[ Back and forth. ] [Waycross , Ga . , (1073) , 

the egg and then write it backwards . )  
17 34 : 8 . ] 

(8)  SPRINKLING BLUESTONE AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - EGG AGAINST DOOR 

9265 . Gi t a hen aig an '  some 
graveyard dirt an ' bluestone an' 
j es ' keep a-throwin ' i t on dere 
front - yo ' break dat aig in de 

front do ' .  Dat graveyard dirt yo ' throw 
Dey can ' t s tay dere tuh save dere life . 

(That drives them away . )  

it all aroun ' de house an ' dat b luest� 

Yes sir. [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1211) , 2049 : 3 . ] 
9266 . Dey tell me dey take a black hen aig , if yo ' wanta run a person. Ah 'a 

using mah seriance [experience]  ' bout dis . Ah believe dat dis graveyard dirt an '  

( 9 )  GRAVEYARD DIRT - GUNPOWDER - BLACK HEN EGG 
gunpowdah dey puts in dat 
egg , dat black hen ' s  egg , 
bust it in yore do ' . Jis ' 

throw it  ag ' inst yore do ' an ' 
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 2 ) , 88 7 : 9 . ]  

bust it .  Dat ' ll bus t yo ' an ' dat woman up . 

9 26 7 . Dey tell me dat dey bus t rotten eggs on 
dirt from dere to de gate . [ For more ro tten-eggs 

yore do ' an ' put graveyard 
rites , see following rite and 

later in section. ] 
(10 )  ROTTEN EGG ON DOOR - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

DROP FROM DOOR TO GATE 

(11) ROTTEN EGG DRESSED BY MAKING HOLE IN SHELL 
AND INSERTING AND SEALING WITHI N :  PEPPER 
SULPHUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - BURST ON DOOR 
KEEPS INTENDED PERSON OF OPPOSITE SEX AWAY 

(What ' s  that for ? )  
Tuh make yo ' move .  [Mobile. 
Ala . , ( 702) , 9 60 : 7 . ] 
9268 . Yo ' kin take a chick
en aig an ' i t  kin b e  dressed 
wit sulphuh , graveyard dirt 
an ' peppah , but it has tuh 
be a rot ten aig . An' if ah 

don ' wan ' chew tuh come in dis do ' no mo ' , aftah ah git dat dressed ,  ah come 
' long heah early in de mawnin ' an ' throw it up ' gins t dat do ' .  Yo ' know , right 
ovah de facin '  of  dat do ' an ' let it bust ovah dat do ' . Yo ' ain ' t comin ' in heah 
no mo ' .  

(How do you dress it with that graveyard dirt?  Jus t roll the egg around in 
that sulphur ? )  

[Here i s  a leading ques tion , more to keep the conversation going than anything 
else. ] 

Yo ' make a hole in it  yo ' see , j es ' a small hole in it , if it wus a ro tten 
aig . Jes ' lak yo ' goin ' suck it  [ if it  was fresh ins tead o f  rotten ] .  An' den 
yo ' pinch dat graveyard dirt in dere , j es '  a li ' le b it .  Yo '  know , don ' take 
verah much , an ' a li ' le sulphuh . Take a match stem or a toothpick an ' shove it 
down in dere . Yo ' take a small piece of papah an ' wet it an ' put ovah dat hole 
an ' s top it  up . Put i t  in yore han ' an '  come on by dis do ' in de mawnin' soon 
[ early ] or  at night , an ' throw it up ' ginst dat do ' .  Jes ' say right in de middle 
of  dat do ' where it  will bus t ,  an ' j es '  let it run down dere . Yo ' ain ' t comin' 
heah no mo ' .  [ Intention is everything here . A woman throws this egg against 
another woman ' s  door to keep a man or husb and from going there , or a man s imilar
ly drives away another man from some woman ' s  doo r .  Sucking a f resh raw egg , an 
old custom ,  may be unknown to a few readers in modern cities . During my boyhood 
at the turn of the century , when even a city boy could live among chickens and 
ho rses , and farms were only a mile or two away , some people would make a small 
hole in the end o f  a fresh egg to suck out the content s . From this custom comes 
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the well-known proverb : Go teach your gPandmother to suck eggs . ] [Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1240) , 2111 : 3 . ] 

9269 . Take graveyard dirt an ' sulphah an ' put people back tuhgethah , an ' yo ' 
kin take it  an ' part ' em.  Well , yo ' take dat sulphuh an '  table salt an ' grave

(12)  NAME OF VICTIM LENGTHWISE AND CROSSWISE 
ON EGG FORMING A CROSS - MAKE SMALL HOLE 
IN EGG PUTTING IN : GRAVEYARD DIRT - SALT 
SULPHUR - STICK 9 PINS IN EGG - MIDNIGHT 
BURST EGG AGAINST HOUSE AND THEY WILL GO 

yard dirt , take it an ' break 
yo ' a aig an ' put j es ' a lit
tle of it in a aig if yo ' 
wanta run 'em now . An '  den 
yo

' s tick nine pins in dat 
aig . Den yo ' take dat aig an ' 
write de name cross it an ' den 

write de name straight up an ' down dat aig . 
in de night an '  bust it up onto dere house . 

(How do you get those pins into the egg? ) 

Den yo ' take dat aig at twelve ' clock 
Dey gotta go . 

Jes ' punch ' em  in dere , j es '  stick dem in dere till de haid go down . [Flo
rence , s .  Car . , (1326 ) , 2269 : 14 . ] 

9 270 . Tuh make yo ' move out o f  de house , kin go gi t a black hen ' s egg an ' 
bust dat egg on yuh porch an '  sp attah de egg on it . Got ts be de black hen ' s 

(13) GRAVEYARD DIRT AND BLACK HEN EGG THROW 
ON PORCH WITH INCANTATION SAID 9 TIMES 

egg .  An '  throw dat egg on yuh 
porch . Yo ' gotta move , yo ' 
cain ' t stay dere.  Take dat 
black hen ' s egg an ' throw it 

at chure do ' an ' say fer nine t imes : 
stay . 

Ah hope yo ' Z Z  nevah stay here� yo ' cain ' t  

(Do you do that all in one day . )  
In one day . Yo ' won ' t  stay . An '  git a little dirt from de cemetery . Go tuh 

de cemetery an ' git chew a little dirt . An '  de aig of  a black hen . [ Mob ile , 
Ala. , (663) , 870 : 3 . ] 

9 271 .  Yo ' take a black hen egg . Yo ' boil dat . Yo ' git graveyard dust . 
Yo ' git dirt dauber . Yo ' boil dat togethah . Den yo ' gi t war watah. An '  yo ' 

(14)  BLACK HEN EGG BOILED [ EGGS RARELY BOILED ] 
GRAVEYARD DIRT FROM S INNER ' S GRAVE - RED 
PEPPER - WAR WATER - DIRT DAUBER ' S  NEST 
IN RED FLANNEL - THROW TO ROLL OFF VICTIM ' S 
HOUSE - WHO WALKING OVER 9 DAYS LEAVES 

mix that up to gether an ' 
put it  back in this egg 
shell . Yo ' put it in red , 
a flannel yo '  know , [ in] 
somepin or othah , [ b ecaus e ]  
yo ' t ' row i t  [ and the mix
ture must  not fall out ] . 

In nine days time de person will move aftah dey walk over dis . Yo ' t ' row it on 
top of de hous e .  

(What d o  you do with that egg ? )  
Yo ' break d e  egg . Yo ' boil i t  s ee ,  firs t .  Den yo '  break i t  in dis dirt 

dauber . 
( I  want to know j us t  how they use the egg . ) 
Yo ' take de whole [boiled ]  egg out de shell . Den mash it like yo ' gon ' a mash

mash potato wit a fork . Yo ' take de dirt dauber nes t .  Yo ' mash dat up in dere . 
Yo ' t ake graveyard dirt off a bad sinner ' s  grave . An '  yo ' mix dat all up tuh
gethah an ' yo ' put i t  in de s tove . An '  yo ' kin GIT SOME OF DI S RED GROUND PEPPAH 
[ ground red pepper] FROM DE HOODOO DRUG STORE an ' yo ' mix dat [ in there ] .  Den 
yo ' stuff dis shell back wit dat egg an ' t ie it up · [ in the red flannel ] dis way 
[demonstrates , probably wrapping the string away from you , though a notation of 
the manner was no t made at the time ] . An '  yo ' gon ' a t ' row it upon dat house . 
Yo ' t ' row it in a manners so it ' ll roll [ off  and break ] . An '  de folks won ' t 
stay dere long . [New Orleans , La . , (80 2) , 1117 : 9 . ] 
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9272 . (This is to separate people? ) 
Yes . Take a aig . Ah uses de aig . Ah 'm 

Ah ain ' t  taZkin ' about whut nobody teZZ  me . 
ta Zkin ' 'bout whut ah use mahse Zf. 

Ah use de aigs fo ' separation. Yo ' 

(15)  3 EGGS - ON EACH 3 TIMES - NAMES OF MAN 
AND WOMAN TO BE SEPARATED - CROS S NAMES 
BETWEEN THESE 3 PAIRS OF NAMES INSERT 
3 NEEDLES INTO EGG - CROSSING NEEDLES 
9 NEEDLES IN ALL - PUT DRESSED EGGS IN 
SACK OR PAN - BURY EACH EGG FOOT APART 
IN GRAVEYARD - MAN AND WOMAN SEPARATED 

take three aigs regard les s  tuh 
how fresh dey is an ' how ole 
dey is . Yo ' take three aigs 
an ' write de person ' s name . 
I f  i t ' s  yore wife an ' yo ' wanta 
separate her from a man , or abe 
wants [ to ]  separate chew from 
a woman , well both dere names 
should b e  writ ten , yore name 

an ' dis woman ' s name or de man ' s  name or de woman ' s  name . Yo ' understan '  whut 
ah mean. Dat ' s  tuh separate chew [man ]  from dis othah woman fo ' yore wife , or 
separate yore wife from dat man . Yo ' take her name an ' ' is name an ' put it on 
de aig , take three aigs . 

(Do you write my name any number of t imes on each egg?  Once? ) 
Once all around each one . Yo ' know , each one de name . Yo ' make as much as 

fo ' or [ I  mean]  three time , each one of de names , [ one] on each one of de aigs , 
on de three aigs . An '  den yo ' take yore needles , yore nine needles an'  yo ' pass 
' em through cross [ crossed ] . Cross dem nine needles through de aigs , all de way 
through , all three of  dem aigs [ demons trates ] ,  one dis way an ' one dataway an ' 
one dataway . 

(You put three needles in each egg? ) 
In each aig an ' den yo ' take ' em an ' yo ' put ' em  in a sack or pan where yo ' 

gonna carry ' em,  an '  yo ' got ' em  far apart . But it ' s  mostly done at de grave
yard . Yo ' bury ' em  a foot apart an ' da t '  s a broke up scrape [ a  broken up affaizi. 

(That is to s eparate this woman and this man . His name is written on the egg 
and her name is written on the egg? Just once on each egg? ) 

No , two an '  three times on each aig . See , ah could put between de needles -
de needles got ta go between de two names , don ' t  chew understan ' , go through dem 
names . See , her name at de top or his at de top , anyway , see , an ' got ta go in 
between dem. Turn it lak dat [needle is forced through egg by turning ] an ' go 
in b etween it [ the names ] . See , an ' when yo ' turn i t  lak dat go in b etween it . 
Yo ' write disaway an ' disaway an ' write it  ' cross lak dat . Jis ' lak yo ' s tick 
yore needles , j is '  lak yo ' make yore names - three of  yore name an' three of ' er 
name yo ' see on each aig . 

(On each egg , and you s tick three needles in each egg ? )  
Three needles . 
(You wri te those 

cross those needles 
two names three different places on the egg so that you can 
three times on the eggs , and the needles are crossed through 

(16) GRAVEYARD DIRT AND 3 EGGS BURIED 
those names . [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 
2954 : 4 . ] 
9273 . Ah said , three aigs , graveyard 

dirt , if he or she are gone away , it will bring dem back . 
(What do you do with those three eggs to bring them back? ) 
Bury them. 
(Where? )  
Anywhere . 
(Anything else you have to do? ) 
Nothing . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla. , (1022) , 1655 : 3 . ] 
9 274 .  An '  den if a woman wants a man tuh leave ag ' in ,  why she kin git a aig 

an' she break dat aig j is '  roun ' - roun ' j is '  as neah as she kin , yo ' know , in 
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half a shell , an '  po ' de  inside of it out . An' when she po ' it out why take dat 
shell an ' write his name in dat shell - inside of it . Yo ' s ee yo ' drene [ drain ] 

HALVE AN EGG - DRAIN - WRITE HIS NAME INSIDE 
PUT HALVES TOGETHER WITH ADHESIVE TAPE 
INTO RUNNING WATER: IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER� GO! 

all dat out an ' den take yore 
f ingah an ' wipe it out , so yo ' 
kin write . An '  write it on de 
inside of dat shell an ' git 
chew s ome ' hesive [ adhesive ] 

tape an ' put aroun ' dat shell so it  won '  - stick it back tuhgethah an ' den put 
dat ' hes ive tape , so no watah kin git in it . An' den walk tuh a stream of watah 
dat ' s runnin ' an '  throw it  in dere an ' say : In de Name of de Fathah� go !  An '  
he ' ll go an ' won ' evah come back . 

(Does she do anything wi th that raw egg she has taken out ? )  
Nawsuh , she j is '  use i t  fo ' anything she want . She only use de shell , dat ' s  

all .  [Little Rock , Ark. , ( 9 03) , 14 75 : 7 .  1 
9275 . [For more house-and-egg rites , see margin title DOOR in this section . ] 

Dey say if yo ' got somebody in de hous e an ' yo ' do wan ' s [want t o ]  see dat some

HOUSE - THROWING . CHI CKEN EGG AGAINST 
(1)  IF YOU WANT TO SEE SOMEONE WITHIN 

body in de hous e ,  well yo '  git yore
self a fresh egg - a thoroughly fresh 
egg . An '  yo ' take dat egg an ' j es ' 
slam it against de house , an ' go on 

about chure business . An ' j es '  soon as yo ' go , dat same somebody , who yo ' wanta 
see in dat house , is comin ' where yo ' is . 

(The person who is in that house is coming to where you are ? )  
Yes , sir , if  dere ' s  a woman dere an ' yo ' wanna see dat woman , why all yo ' 

got ta do , take dat fresh egg an ' smash it right against de house . An ' she gon ' a  
come zactly where yo ' is , o r  i f  she can ' t find yo ' ,  she will inquire until she 
do . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (517) , 606 : 2 . ] 

9276 . Git a black hen aig .  Yo ' take it an ' throw it on de house an '  dat ' ll 
make ' em - make ' em all stir up in de house , an '  make ' em fuss all de time wi t 

(2 )  BLACK HEN EGG AGAINST - QUARREL WITHIN 

(3)  EGG AGAINST HOUSE HARBORING SUSPECTED ENEMY 
WALK AWAY WITHOUT LOOKING BACK 

Throw it tub de house where dey at an ' don ' t  nevah 
ahead an '  dey ' ll  nevah harm yo ' . A f resh hen aig . 
2268 : 11 . ] 

dat . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(1184 ) , 1997 : 6 . ] 
9 27 7 . Take a fresh aig an ' 
throw it - j es ' throw , j es ' 
at de house where dat chew 
feel dat yore enemy at . 

look back at it , j es ' go 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1324) , 

9 278 . Take a black hen ' s aig an ' write de person ' s name on it an ' bury it . 
An '  den take i t  an ' throw it  ' ginst de house , an ' dey ' ll move out . 

(4)  NAME ON BLACK HEN EGG - BURY UNTIL ROTTEN 
BROKEN AGAINST HOUSE MOVES PERSON NAMED 

(You bury this egg until it ' s  
rotten .  Then you take it and 
throw i t  against the house . )  
Have dat p erson ' s  name wrote 

on dat aig , an ' bust dat aig ' ginst  de house an ' dey ' ll move out . [ Memphis , 

(5)  BURST ON HOUSE EGG WITH WRITTEN MESSAGE 
AH WAN '  CHEW TUH BUST SECH-AN ' -SECH • • •  UP 

Tenn. , (951) , 1539 : 22 . ] 
9279 . Dey kin j es '  take a 
fresh aig an ' write on it an ' 
tell ' em ,  "Ah want chew tuh 

bust sech-an ' -sech a one up . "  An' take it an ' throw it up ' ginst 'de house an ' 
let it  bust up , an '  dat will bust ' em up . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (136 3) , 2404 : 2 . ] 

9 280 . Go an ' git chew a fresh hen aig .  Take i t  an ' write dere name on i t , 
see . Take i t  an ' chunk it up on top of de house .  In de nex ' day or two dey gone 
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HOUSE - TOP OF : 
(1)  THROW ON - FRESH EGG BEARING NAME - TO MOVE 

( 2 )  BREAK EGG ON TOP OF HOUSE 
SAYING : YO ' SON OF BITCH� GO! 

[move away ] . [ Florence , 
s .  Car . , (1303) , 2204 : 4 . ] 
9281 . Well , yo ' kin take 
a aig , any kinda aig , b lack 
hen aig , any kinda aig . 
Jes ' lak dose folks stay 
ovah dere dey fuss wit chew 

all de time an ' yo ' cain ' t live by ' em  atal l .  Yo ' wait  until one night when dey 
go tuh baid , an ' j es '  take dat aig an ' throw it ovah on top de house ,  an ' let it 
break anywhere , say : Yo ' son of bitah� go ! De nex ' mawnin ' dey be  moved . [Wil
son , N .  Car . , (1504) , 26 7 1 : 7 . ] 

9 282 . An '  ah ' ve hear ' d ' gin , dat if yo ' have 
yo ' ,  why yo ' kin take a aig . Find a aig dat wuz 

enemies an ' dey l ivin ' close by 
laid tuhday an ' write chure 
[ his ] name on it an ' throw i t  

(3)  WRITE NEIGHBOR ' S  NAME ON EGG LAID TODAY 
THROW ON TOP OF HIS HOUSE , SAYING 
INCANTATION IN THE 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

up on top of de house . An '  as 
yo ' throw it , say , "Ah throw dis 
In de Name of de Fathah� de Son 
an '  Ho ly Ghost , an ' ah want chew 

tuh move from round heah . " An '  de aig bus t on de top of de house it sure tuh run 
down ,  an ' dey j e s ' git upsot [ upset ] dey cain ' t s tay . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 

HOUSE - THROW EGG OVER THE : 
(1)  HAVING WRITTEN PERSON ' S NAME ON IT 

(1429 ) , 257 9 : 6 . ] 
9283 . If yo ' wanta run a person away 
or somep in , take a hen aig an '  write 
dere name ovah it . An ' if dey ' s in 

dere - j es '  lak if  dey ' s  
bus t on de othah s ide . 

in dis room - throw it ovah de house an ' let it fall an '  

(What will that do ? )  
Dat will run ' em away . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 690) , 920 : 3 . ] 
9 284 . People say dat chew could t ake an ' write a person ' s name on de aig an ' 

throw it  ovah de top of dey house .  
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will  cuz dem tuh move . An ' den too , dey say i t  cuzes confusion . An ' 

sometimes dey say ,  i f  yo ' sellin ' whiskey , it  will cuz de law yo ' know , tuh 

( 2 )  NAMED EGG MU ST BE ROUND NOT SQUARE 
OVER HOUSE CAUSES CONFUSION OR MOVING 
BUT IT CAN ALSO DRAW THE LAW THERE 

s tay round de . house all de t ime .  
( It will cause the law to stay 
around ? )  
I f  d e  aig busts , but i f  de aig don' 
bus t , why dere ain ' t nuthin tuh it. 
(Do you use any kind of an egg ? )  
Yo ' use a b lack - no , it ' s  gotta 

be a round aig , a real round aig ; no  square aig atall . It ' s  got ta b e  round . 
[ For shapes of  eggs , see also ROOSTER EGG , No .9348 f . , p . 3753 . ] 

(From any kind o f  a chicken? ) 
Any kind of  a chicken , j es '  so ' s  [ so i s ]  it a round aig .  [Fayetteville , N .  

Car . , ( 1411) , 2535 : 10 . ] 
9285 . Yo ' kin write a p erson ' s 

know , an ' throw it  ovah , yo ' know, 
name on a aig . Dat ' s  de onlies t thing ah 
dere house , an ' dat ' ll run ' em from dat p lace . 

( 3 )  NAME ON EGG THROWN OVER HOUSE - RUN ' EM  

roun ' yore place . Well , dat ' s d e  onlies t thing 
only . [Memphis , Tenn . , (949) , 1530 : 19 . ] 

J is ' lak , yo ' know , if  a person 
is quarrelin ' wit a person or 
somp in an ' yo ' don ' t want ' em  

ah know about writin '  de name 

9286 . Well , ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' whut ah kin do wit a chicken aig . Well , ah 
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kin take a fresh chicken aig an ' ah ' ll bet any man money if anybody livin ' nex ' 

(4)  FRESH EGG - CALL VICTIM - IF HE ANSWERS 
THROW EGG OVER HIS HOUSE 

AND VICTIM WILL LEAVE WITHIN 3 DAYS 

do ' tuh me , see , an ' ah can ' t 
git along wit dem , see , an ' 
durin ' de time ah j es ' make up 
mah mind tuh make dem move from 
dere . Ah ' ll take dat fresh 

chicken aig an ' ah ' ll go tuh de house an ' ah ' ll call dem , see . Dey will give me 
no anxiety . Ah take dat chicken aig an ' throw it cross  dey house .  An ' dey 
wouldn' t be dere ovah three days , ah b et chew money . 

(You call him firs t ? )  
Yes . 
(Well ,  what i f  he comes 
Yes sir , if dey answah , 

dat aig an ' chunk it right 
days .  

out? )  
yo ' know dey owin ' de house . I f  dey answah , ah take 
cross  dey hous e ,  an ' dey wouldn ' t be dere ovah three 

(He has to answer though? He has to answer else you can ' t do that ? )  
Yes sir , he has tuh answah . 
(Well , if he doesn ' t answer , then you come back some o ther time? ) 
Yeah , some othah time . [Brunswick, Ga . , (1249) , 2120 : 1 . 2 
9287 . Or ah kin take a black hen ' s aig - see , lak de hens lay out dere , take 

a black hen aig an ' throw it cross yore house , an ' de nex ' day at sundown yo ' ll 

(5 )  BLACK HEN ' S EGG OVER HOUSE 
VICTIM GONE NEXT DAY AT SUNDOWN 

(6)  CHUNK BLACK HEN' S  EGG ACROSS HOUSE 
WHILE DE SUN IS RISIN ' 

be gone . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1407 ) ,  2528 : 7 . ] 
9 288 . Take de aig from de black hen , 
if yo ' wanted a person tub move outa 
de town ah [ or ]  dey ' s  [ they has ] 
messed yo ' some way ' nothah wit some 
dirt . Jes ' take dat aig - but ah 
know one thing , yo ' ve gotta chunk 

dat black hen ' s aig across  dat house in de mawnin ' while de sun is risin ' . See . 

( 7 )  BLACK HEN EGG THROWN ACROSS PERSON ' S  HOUSE 
AT MIDNIGHT OR BEFORE DAY - BEFORE SUNRISE 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1404) , 2527 : 6 . ] 
9289 . If yo ' wanta run a 
person off , dey say git chew 
a black hen aig an ' go tuh a 

right ' cross de house j es '  
sunrise.  

fellah ' s house , an ' chunk it 
as hard as yo ' kin at midnight or ' fore day - befo ' 

(That will run him out? You throw this egg right over the house? ) 
Yes , throw it j es '  as hard as yo ' kin an ' say , " Go ! "  
(Do you break i t  against the house or throw it over the house? ) 
Throw i t  ovah de house fur as i t  will go . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1074) , 1 7 36 : 9 . ] 
9 29 0 .  Kin take a egg an '  write de numbah o f  d e  yeah • • •  [ turned off machine -

(8)  DATE OF MONTH AND YEAR - NAME - ON EGG 
THROW OVER HOUSE TOWARDS THE SUNRISE 

accidentally? ] • 
(Take a chicken egg and write the 
number of the year and the date 
of the month . )  
An '  dere name . An ' throw it ovah 
de top o f  de house toward de sun-

rise , an ' dat will run yo ' [named person] away . [Mobile , Ala . , (678) , 9 00 : 9 . ] 
9 29 1 .  Yo ' ties it up in a black cloth , dis black hen ' s aig . 
(What are you going to do with that , now? ) 
Aftah yo ' ties it up in de black cloth , yo ' take it an ' chunk it ovah de house 
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( 9 )  BLACK HEN EGG TIED IN BLACK CLOTH 
THROWN OVER HOUSE TO SUNDOWN SIDE 

HOUSE - BREAK EGG INSIDE : ON SUNRISE SIDE 

tuh de sundown side . Dat ' s  one way . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat will j es '  break up d e  house an ' 
family , j es '  make ' em move . [ Savan� 
Ga . ,  (1262) , 2144 : 7 . ] 
9 2 9 2 .  Yo ' kin take a black htm aig an• 
yo ' kin - of co ' se ,  if yo ' an ' yo ' 

people can ' t  git along good in yore home , yo ' see , yo ' could take a black hen a� 
Now , a shu ' nuff [ sure enough ] black hen aig , yo ' see , an '  at a certain part o f  
d e  wall , yo ' could break dat aig i n  yore house an ' yo ' kin make de thing all 
right . 

[Here comes a good example o f  my repeating informant ' s  words . ]  
CWbat aeptain part of the �aZ Z ? )  
Dat ' cordin ' [ according ] tuh how dey - on d e  right side dat git d e  sunrise on 

i t .  Break it tuh de sunrise [ side ] of it , de house.  
(Outside or inside? )  
Inside . 
(To b ring p eace into your house . )  [ The breaking o f  raw eggs inside a house 

is fairly rare , but see No . 9 398 , p . 3764 . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1249 ) , 2120 : 2 . ] 
9 2 93 . If yo ' be in trouble , yo ' take a hen aig an ' throw it up undah de house 

an ' let it  break apart . 
(Any kind o f  a hen egg ? ) 
A black hen . 
(And that will get you out o f  this trouble? ) 
Yes sir . 
(Just let i t  break up there and run down on the house - that the idea? ) 
[My preceding break up there followed by and xoun down on the house can be 

confusing , but informant ' s double preposition up under confused me at the t ime .  

HOUSE - UNDER THE : THROW EGG FOR FAMILY PEACE 
Remember , we are talking about 
a special type of  hous e .  As I 
have said frequently in the text . 

mos t  o f  these small houses in the lowlands along the coast are raised a foot  or 
more aboveground . Mis takenly or not , I am here thinking o f  a person reaching 
down and smashing the egg so  that it will run down one of the corner posts , rocks 
or bricks upon which the house rests ; a sor t of foundation or at least a reded
ication rite - for a foundation rite , see margin title BLOOD FOR THE SPIRIT , 
p .  33 ,  v. l . 1 

Yes sir . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (119 3) , 2012 : 14 . ] 
9 2 9 4 .  Ah went an ' seen dat one mawnin ' ,  where a lady throwed some chicken 

aigs out de house , an '  said dey broke up hous ekeepin ' .  
(Broke up the peop le that were in there ? )  

HOUSE - OUT OF THE : THROW EGGS Yes sir . 
(Did she throw any p articular number or any 

particular kind o f  chicken egg? ) 
No sir . [This rare rite I should have had expl ained fully . Presumably the 

Zady wanted a s eparation from her husb and . Or did she accidentally throw out a 
few eggs and only later connect them wi th the family breakup? ] [ Florence , s .  

Car . , (12 84) , 2181 : 8 . ] 

HOUSE - " NEXT TO " OR NEAR : NAME ON FRESH EGG 9 29 5 .  Jes ' lak anyone stayin' by 
yo ' an ' yo ' wants ' em  tuh move , 

sompin lak dat . Now , yo ' kin take a fresh hen aig an ' write dere name on dat 

fresh hen aig an ' den throw dat aig away .  Well ,  dey ' ll move . 
(Throw it away where? )  
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Throw de aig - j es '  lak yo ' j es '  to dere house . But dey ' ll move . [ Florence , 
s .  Car . , (1320) , 2 264 : 6 . ] 

9296 . Yo ' could write de name 
egg wit an indelible pencil . An ' 

of  whoevah is away dat yo ' wanta come , on a 
bury it at yo ' steps  wit de name tuhMai'ds de 

INDELIBLE PENCIL : WRITE NAME OF ABSENT PERSON 
ON EGG - BURY UNDER S TEP - NAME POINTING TO HOUSE 

houee� comin ' in de houee� 
an ' dey ' ll come regard les s 
of  how far dey are away . 
[ For name coming into or 

pointing towards house and how this can be done , see No . 9409 , p . 3 7 6 9 . ] [Mobile , 
Ala. , ( 7 0 7 ) , 9 7 1 : 7 . ] 

9 29 7 . Take a rotten aig an ' ' delible pencils , lak if yo ' don ' lak a p erson ,  
write dere name on i t  an ' j es ' let i t  stan ' dere until i t  bus ts . When it busts  

INDELIBLE PENCIL : WRITE N AME  OF DI SLIKED PERSON 
ON ROTTEN EGG - EGG SELF-BURSTING KILLS PERSON 

dat ' ll kill dat person . 
(Where do you let that egg 
stay ? )  

groun ' , j es ' anywhere in d e  ground an ' when 
die . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1522)  , 2 715 : 12 .  ] 

929 8 .  I t  will run you away . 
(Well ,  how are they supposed to do that ? )  

Jes ' bury it anywhere in de 
dat aig busts , why dat person will 

Well , they say they wri te your name on it , on the egg - say they write chure 
name on the egg with indelib le ink. An '  they ' ll take it when de tide is goin ' 

INDELIBLE PENCIL - NAME ON BLACK HEN EGG 
THROW INTO OUTGOING TIDE - SAYING 
"GO YOU RASCAL YOU" OR "GO YOU ENEMY YOU" - ·  , _ _ _  . , _  

out an ' say , as the tide goin '  
out , you ' ll b e  on shore yo ' know 
an ' throw it . An ' let de t ide 
go with it an ' say ,  "Go , yo ' 
rascal , yo ' , " or "go yo ' ,  enemy , 

yo 1 , 1 1  or something like that yo ' know . An '  they say , they ' ll go on away f rom 
yo ' - say they ' ll leave here . An '  I t ell yo ' a few weeks ago - no , it was ab out 
a month ago now , a woman told me that a lady told her to do that to run a man 
away from here an ' I know he ' s  gone .  An ' I say , 1 1What did yo ' do? 1 1  She say , 
"Why the woman say she went out in de country an ' got me a b lack hen ' s  egg , 
she say no other egg will work ' cep tin ' [ excep ting ] a black hen ' s  egg . "  I said , 
"Well , HOW DO YOU KNOW IT WAS A BLACK HEN ' S EGG FROM ANY OTHER EGG ? "  SHE SAID , 
"WELL , THEY TELL ME SHE KEEP S BLACK CHICKENS JEST FOR THAT PURPOSE . "  See , be
cause people buys them so much from her to do that . [Newport News , Va . , (482) , 

INITIALS ON E GG - IN HOMESPUN - BURY GATE OR DOOR 
507 : 1 . ] 
9299 . Takes a aig an ' write 
his ' nitial all ovah dat aig , 

j es '  let it be written all ovah i t .  Take yo ' some yellah homespun an ' covah dat 
ovah dat [ egg]  an ' bury it j es '  de s ide-a [ side of ] dat gate , er [ o r ]  de do ' ,  an ' 
dat ' ll bring ' im back home an ' he won ' t leave no mo ' . 

( I s  that for any kind o f  egg ? )  
Any kind o f  aig ,  don ' t make no diff ' rence . [Waycross ,  Ga. , (1122) , 1804 : 15 . ] 
9300 . Yo ' kin take a hen aig - take a black hen aig an '  yo ' kin wr ite de 

' nitial or de name . Yo ' write dat name on dis aig an ' yo ' make nine dots wit 
de p encil whut chew have in yore hand . Dat nine dots fo ' dose nine mawnin ' s .  
[You make one dot on each o f  nine successive mornings . ]  Yo ' go tub a runnin ' 

INITIALS OR NAME - ON BLACK HEN EGG 
9 PENCIL DOTS ON E GG - 1 EACH MORNING 
OVER SHOULDER INTO RIVER - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

stream of  watah • • •  

Now , yo ' take a rot ten aig • • •  

[ I  stop info rmant from s tarting 
a dif ferent rite . ] 
(Wait a minute ! Af ter you go to 
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running water , what do you do then ? )  
Yo ' go tuh runnin ' watah , aftah yo '  put dos e nine do ts  in dere wit d e  pencil. 

Den yo ' go tuh runnin '  watah an ' throw it  j es '  as fur ovah yore haid as yo ' kin 
git it. Jes '  throw it up (into tne a!r f .  wnen it gon 'a hit  de watah it ain ' t  
gon ' a  break. Jes ' throw it up . An ' aftah yo '  throw it  up , don ' t look back , 
walk on off . Jes ' long as dat aig go , dat person ' s  goin ' ; long as dat aig goes . 
he ' s  trave lin ' . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1143) , 186 3 : 3 . ] 

9 301 . Now yo ' kin [ take a] chicken aig f rom a black hen , a black hen aig an' 
go tuh man house twelve aclock at night . An '  j es '  go dere - well , fo ' a fact , 

MIDNIGHT - THROW BLACK HEN EGG AGAINST HOUSE 
WITH INCANTATION - BEFORE 9 DAYS VICTIM GOES 

ah know dat tuh be a fact . Jes ' 
go right [ there ] an ' j es '  chunk 
i t  j es '  as hard as yo ' kin ag ' in  
' em [house ]  an '  say , "Go . "  Name 

de person , "Ah want chew tuh go . "  
(That will send them away ? )  

An '  yo ' j es '  chunk it  hard a s  yo ' kin . 

Dey be out dere les s den nine days . [Waycross , Ga . , (1171) , 19 7 7 : 3 . ] 
9 302 . Jes ' lak anybody went away , yore husban ' or anything , an ' yo ' wanta 

bring ' em b ack home . Yo ' know , dey gone away a long time . Yo ' gits  a yolk of 

LETTER - WRITTEN WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
YOLK OF NEW-LAID EGG - WHITE WINE - QUICKS ILVER 
FOURTH INGREDIENT [ SEPARATELY} INVISIBLE INK 

a aig , let it be j es '  laid if 
yo ' could , an ' some whit e  wine. 
an ' some quicksilvah , an '  yo ' 
mix it  good tuhgethah . An '  dea 
yo ' git chew a pencil an '  a 

papah an ' yo ' start writin ' . An '  yo ' write a let tah an ' say anything in dat 
lettah dat chew want him tuh know - o r  she . AN '  YO ' WON ' SEE WHAT YO ' WRITIN ' 
WHILST YO ' WRITING IT , YO ' CAN ' T  SEE IT . An '  de time yo ' fold it up tuh put it 
in de let tahs [ in the envelope } [ the wri t ing ] will appeah an ' den yo ' kin put 
it  in dis envelope an' send it anywhere yo ' wanta , an ' dey ' ll have tuh come to 
yo ' • • •  

[ I  stopped re cording too soon but my comment explains . ]  
(You s ay you won ' t see it because you are using this other stuff [ I  did not 

care to s ay invisible ink ] , but it comes out [ appears ] after awhile and you can 
see it ? )  

Yeah , yo ' kin see . Dat ' ll b ring anyone back. [My preceding comment in the 
original parenthesis , made during the recording , shows my understanding at the 
time . Invisible ink had been us ed . For several of my experiences wi th invisible 
ink , s ee Doator Cunningham , Little Rock , Ark. ,  introduc tion to his interview,  
p . l315 , v . 2 ;  and No s . 7 91-7 9 2 , pp . 264- 266 , v . l .  Sure ly the 3 ingredients and 
invisible ink were not mixed ; pretending to us e the 3 merely being a part of  
the triak. ] [ S umter , s.  Car . , (1359) , 2393 : 2 . ] 

9 303 . Take a chicken aig an ' boil it , boil it done . An ' yo ' take dat chickea 
aig an ' put it  in de mattress , de side dat he sleeps  on , an ' he ' ll nevah leave . 

(Any kind of a chicken egg ? )  
MATTRES S  - BOILED EGG IN Yes sir , any kind . 

(This should be a black hen ' s egg . ) [This comment of 
mine shows that I res tarted recording machine to add the unrecorded black-hen 
information . ]  [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , (1196 ) , 2014 : 3 . ] 

9304 . [For eggs and murder rites see No . 7425-7470 , pp . 32 7 6-3285 in MURDER 
section . ] Wherevah dis [murdered ] person lies , wherevah dey go t  killed at , yo ' 

MURDERED MAN ' S HAND - EGG IN - EVERYONE STEP S OVER 
CORPSE - AS KILLER STEPS ACROS S - DEAD BODY BLEEDS 

have de peoples tuh let ' ta  
[ dead person ] hold a aig ia 
' is hand . See . An '  when-
evah , if dey evah bring dat 
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person in whut kilt him, he ' ll squeeze dis aig in ' is han ' - de daid man. 
(What will happen when he squeezes that egg then? ) 
Dat ' s de one , whoevah come roun' , uh-huh. Jes ' lak if  ah walk up tuh dis 

[ dead ] man , undahs tan ' an' place de aig in ' is han ' , he ' ll [ dead man wil l ]  
squeeze d i s  aig an ' dat aig will burst . An '  [or ]  eithah yo ' kin - j es ' lak yo ' 
suspicious of sech-an ' -sech-a-one , yo ' take ' em all up dere [ to the corpse ] an ' 
let ' im step back ' cros s  de [ dead ] man . An '  his [ dead man ' s ] nose will start 
tuh bleedin g ,  [ if ]  de one who did de killin ' [ steps across the corpse . ] [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2696 : 11 . ] 

9305 . Yo '  take a black hen aig if  a person has murdered somebody , take two . 
Lak if  de p erson wuz murdered , yo ' put a aig in each one o f  dere han ' s ,  a black 
hen aig . An' be shuh [ sure ]  it ' s  a black hen aig , an '  put it in each one of 

MURDER : BLACK HEN EGG 2 - ONE IN EACH HAND OF 
MURDERED PERSON - CLOSE HANDS - TIE EACH WRI ST 
WITH GRASS ROPE - MAKING 9 KNOTS IN EACH - BURY 
CORPSE FACE DOWNWARDS IN COFFIN - KILLER RETURNS 

dere han ' s .  Git a piece o f 
grass rope . 
(What ' s  that ? )  
Dese heah ropes whut people 
ties bundles an ' things with . 
An '  yo ' git a piece of dat an '  

yo ' make nine kno ts in it , an ' yo ' 
tuh bury dat person , yo ' turn dere 
An '  de one whosomevah murdered ' em 
dat black hen aig. 

tie i t  on dere wrist . An '  when yo ' git ready 
face bottom upwards [back of head upwards ] . 
gotta come back where dey did dat murdah . Wit 

(Do you tie that rope on j us t  one wris t ? )  
On both of  ' em ,  both wristses , put a aig in each han ' an ' shut dat han ' up . 

An ' when yo ' git ready tuh bury ' em ,  yo ' turn dere face down . Yo ' see , dey 
gen ' ly [ generally] bury people wit dere face up , in place of puttin ' de face 
down tuh de bot tom of de coffin .  [ Algiers , La . , (1577) , 2902 : 6 . ] 

9306 . Lak de man is daid , yo ' put a aig in his han ' an ' de man ' s . . name whut 
done it on dat aig , an ' put it in his hand an ' he supposed tuh come back in 24 

MURDERER' S  NAME ON EGG IN HAND OF VICTIM 

NAILS 2 NEW - EGG BEATEN - SALT - BLACK PEPPER 
WRAP UP ARTICLES AND PUT IN VICTIM' S MATTRESS 

hours . [New Orleans , La . , 
(1568) t 2879 : 9 . ] 
9 307 . Take a chicken aig an '  
b eat i t  up fine an ' put plenty 
black peppah an ' salt in it . 
Git chew two nails an ' put it 

in dere mattress , if  dere any way yo ' kin git it in de mattress , an ' sew de mat
tres s back up . Anyone in dat house , dat ' ll run ' em outa dere . 

(How would you put these two nails in that egg? ) 
[ Since I did not kid my informant ' s ,  my mind here mus t have b een tired ! ] 
Yo ' take two bran ' -new nails an '  j es '  wrap i t  up wit de aig an '  black peppah 

an '  dat s tuff an ' j es '  put it in de mattres s .  
(Use any kind o f  egg? ) 
Yes sir , any kind of  hen aig . [Waycros s , 
9 308 . Ah haven ' t  heard o f  ' em usin ' p ins 

corded question about them] , but ah ' ve heard 

NAILS 4 - BURIED POINTS UP - CRADLE AN EGG 
THIS RITE RIDS YOU OF A LOVE RIVAL 

dere an '  den wrap it  ovah . An '  if yo ' is in 
(That i s  if I wanted to break up s ome man 

Ga . , (1149) , 1 8 7 6 : 4 . ] 
an '  needles [ in answer to my unre
o f  ' em takin ' a aig an '  fo ' ten
penny nails an ' one aig , an ' drive 
dose nails up in de ground . 
(You mean put the head down and let 
the point stick up ? )  
Put d e  haid down an ' let d e  point 
stick up , an ' stick dat egg between 
love wit someone , dat ' ll bust it up . 
and another woman? ) 
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A man an ' anothah woman , dat ' ll bus t ' em up . 
(Well ,  you don ' t  have to do anything else with that egg? You don ' t  have to 

walk over it  or anything of that sort ? )  
Yo ' don ' t have tuh walk ovah it  o r  nuthin of dat kind . [Here i s  a rite o f  

intention only . The 4 buried nails , points up , outline the cof fin cradling the 
egg , intended victim. After the egg becomes rotten and bursts , the man or woman 
you have in mind will no longer annoy you. ] [Mobile , Ala . , (689) , 918 : 12 . ] 

NAMES HERS AND HIS : ON EGG - BREAK ON HER HOUSE 
9 309 . Well , some folks say , 
it ' s  j es '  lak ah have a fren ' 
an ' de othah woman is gittin ' 

de bes ' time .  Say , yo ' write his or her name on de aig an '  throw it ag ' inst 
her house an ' break it , an '  it will break ' im an ' ' er up . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (1451) , 2642-2649 : 11 . ] 

9310 .  Git a hen aig an ' take dat hen aig an ' write dere name on it , both o f  
' em. Jis ' write roun' an ' roun ' , de man ' s an ' de woman ' s tuh bus t ' em  up . Jis ' 

NAMES HERS AND HIS : WRITE AS MANY TIME S  AS YOU 
CAN ON EGG - AT MIDNI GHT MASH EGG ON THEIR DOOR 

write dat all ovah dat aig , 
j is '  as many times as yo ' see 
space dere tuh writ e it , if  yo ' 
have tuh tangle it up tuhgetha� 

At twelve a ' clock yo ' gotta tote dat aig an ' go tuh dere own house an ' chunk it 
right up ovah de do ' facin ' . Dat aig will bust . Dat ' s  de way dey will bust up . 
[Memphis ,  Tenn . , (948) , 1530 : 4 . ] 

9311.  Yo ' git a fresh aig an ' yo ' bus t dat fresh aig . Yo ' first write her 
name an ' his name on dis aig an ' yo ' take dat fresh aig an '  bust dis aig , yo ' 

NAMES HERS AND HIS : WRITE ON EGG - BREAK IT 
DI SCARD WHITE - MASH UP YELLOW AND SHELL WITH 
BLACK PEPPER - IN PAPER AND RAG - BURY AT STEPS 
SHE AND HE NOT GETTING ALONG WILL SOON SEPARATE 

understan ' . An '  , yo '  take de 
yellah of de aig an ' yo ' throw 
de white away . An ' take de aig 
shell , aftah yo ' done bus t it , 
an ' j is '  crumble i t  up j is '  as 
f ine as yo ' kin git it . An ' 

den take de yellah of dat aig an ' mash it  all up in it , an ' put chew a little 
black peppah in it . An ' put i t  in a piece of  papah an ' rag an ' bury it right up 
undahneat ' de do ' s t eps  whah she passes in an ' out , an ' dere won ' t be no gittin '  
' long [along ] . Dat ' ll separate  dat man an '  woman . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 951) , 
1537 : 5 . ] 

9312 .  Now ah tell yo ' whut ah did heah . Dey say dat if yo ' j es '  take a black 
hen, she don ' t have tuh have no spo t on ' em atall , got ta be solid b lack. Jes ' 

NAME : WIFE ' S  ON ONE S IDE OF BLACK HEN EGG 
TURN EGG TO YOU - HUSBAND ' S NAME ON OTHER SIDE 
BURY WHERE SHE WALKS - KEEPS HER FROM OTHER MAN 

lak if yore wi fe is goin ' wit 
anothah man yo ' see , she won ' t  
hardly stay home . Yo ' put her 
name on dis side of de aig , see 
[ demonstrates ] .  Den yo ' turn 

it tuh yo ' ,  turn it ovah , an ' put yore name on de othah side of it . An '  bury dat 
right in de middle - it gotta be where she kin penetrate right back an ' fo ' th 
ovah it . She may go out fo ' about one or two nights , but aftah dat she won ' t 
go no mo ' . She ' ll b e  wantin ' tuh stay home an ' yo ' ll be ready tuh go , s ee .  

9 DAYS - VICTIM WILL DIE I N  - IF YOU BREAK A 
FRESH EGG ON HIS DOOR - MAKING OATH FOR DEATH 

[ Brunswick, Ga . , (1211) , 2050 : 1 . ] 
9 313 . If yo ' wan ' tuh hurt [hoo
doo] anybody or  do anything tuh 
anybody , even yuh enemah , yo ' 

got ' a  go tuh de sto ' an ' buy a aig ,  a fresh aig , an '  come back tuh dere hous e ,  
yuh enemah hous e .  An ' s tand off  from de front do ' , an ' take an ' throw dat aig 
up ov ' [ ove r ]  de do ' an ' bus t it . An ' let it drain down an ' make a oath whah 
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choo wan ' ' em tuh do . Jis ' lak if yo ' wan ' ' em tuh die . An '  while dat aig 
drainin ' down ,  yo '  make a oath , an ' in nine days dey ' ll take sick ,  an ' dere ' s  
no cuah [ cure ] fah [ for ] ' em.  [Wilmington , N.  Car . , ( 194) , 101 : 1+85 . ]  

9314 . Well , dey kin go intuh a place dat ' s  got 
9 TIMES - NAME ON FRESH EGG plenty of chickens , intuh de yard , but it mus t b e  
BREAK IT AGAINST HI S DOOR a place dat have chickens . Now yo ' gi t one fresh 

aig outa dis place . Yo ' take dis egg an ' yo ' mark 
de party ' s  an ' yo ' go an '  b r eak it intuh de do ' , where dis party ' s livin ' at , an ' 
dey got ta go . 

(I see . Well now , why mus t we get that egg from a yard that has lots o f 
chickens? ) 

Well , yo ' see , accordin ' tuh - de reason why yo ' must do i t , becuz a cold
storage egg is not any good . It mus t be a fresh egg . 

(I see . ) [ New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 1368 : 7 . ] 
9 315 . They take black hen egg an '  put yore name on it nine times an ' bury 

it . I t ' ll run yo ' crazy , make yo ' die . 
(What ' s that ? ) 

9 TIMES - NAME ON BLACK HEN EGG - BURY 
Control o f  yore mind . [ New Orleans , 
La . , (800) , 1116 : 8 . ] 
9316 . Git a egg from a black hen an ' 
write dere name on it nine t imes , an ' 

bear [bury ] it undahneat ' dere 
(838) , 1260 : 2 . ] 

step s  an ' make dem move . [New Orleans , La . , 

9 31 7 . Ah don ' know how dat is . 
beat , yo ' know, dat yo ' could wri te 

Say if  its de p ' liceman or some law on de 
dere name on a egg an ' bury it at de step s , 

an ' dat will prevent ' em from comin ' in . 
(You write their name on this egg and bury 

9 TIMES - POLI CEMAN ' S NAME ON EGG it . At your own step s ? ) 
BURY AT DOOR AND HE WILL NOT ENTER At yuh own steps . 

(That will keep the law from coming in? ) 
If yo ' sellin ' whiskey in dis house or 

somepin . An '  whoevah is 
times on de egg an ' bury 
egg . 

on dis beat , yo ' could bury de egg . Write de name nine 
it at de front step s , an ' dey wouldn ' t come ovah dat 

(I s ee . ) [Mobile , Ala . , (7 0 7) , 9 71 : 6 . ]  
9 318 . Ah say , mah mothah , she wus - los t  ' ah [ her ] husban ' .  An '  anothah 

woman got between ' ah [ her ] . An '  de way dey moved ' ah wus dey took a aig an ' 

9 MORNINGS - NAME OF WOMAN WRI TTEN ON EGG 
UNDER HER BED TO SEPARATE HER AND HUSBAND 

nine mawnin ' s . An '  den she [mo ther ] j i s '  
de kind , she j is '  didn ' t wan ' tuh stay at 
fathah fo ' seven yeahs . 

wro t e  on dat aig fo ' nine mawnin' s ,  
huh name. 
(Wrote her name ? )  
Yes , wrote huh name on dat aig fo ' 

didn ' t b ecome crazy er [ or ] nuthin of 
home . She ' d b een s ep arated from mah 

(What did they do with that egg after they wrote that name on it? ) 
Dey took dat aig an ' she [ o ther woman ] put dat aig up undah de baid [my moth

er ' s ] . An ' ah don ' know whut else dat she did wit it , aftah she did dat .  [Vicks

9 MORNINGS LATER - EGG WITH VICTIM ' S NAME ON 
THROWN UNDER HOUSE WILL SEND HIM OR HER AW!Y 

burg , Miss . , ( 7 64b) , 1 045 : 2 . ] 
9319 . [ Very much l ike t he preced
ing belief is this one which I 
have only in a notation from an 

untranscribed cylinder : Person you do not Uke. J  name on eggJ thro1.V up under house 
after 9 mornings. It 1.Vi Z Z  break. (They) 1.Vi Z Z  Zeave . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (969) , 
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15 19 : 4 . ] 
9 320 .  (Begin that over again . ) 
When they wanta do harm to yo ' ,  they take an '  write yore name on a chicken 

egg nine times an ' they throw it in de Mississippi Rive r ,  an ' j ust de way i t  
drift , i t  l iable t o  get bus t [ that way ] . Yo ' 

NAME 9 TIMES ON EGG - INTO RIVER kin take an ' throw it thataway [ if you want 
t o ] . Where dey pass an ' walk all de time , 

dat be de safes t way - where yo ' kin pass an ' walk all de time . 
(You say [ said b efore I turned on recording machine ] if it  get s  busted in 

the river , then it isn ' t any good ?)  
No , that egg is destroyed then . 
(Oh ! I see .  So it ' s  safer to bury i t  [where the victim walks ] .  I see . ) 

[New Orleans , La . , (881) , 1451 : 4 . ] 
932 1 .  Yo ' put a li ' le hole in it [ egg ] an ' 

person ' s  name an ' write i t  nine times • • • put it 

9 TIMES - NAME ON SMALL PAPER - DRAIN EGG 
NAMES IN EGGSHELL SEAL - THROW INTO RIVER 

9 WAYS WRITE HER NAME ON SMALL S LIP OF PAPER 
ADD SMALL PIECE OF HER UNDERCLOTHES - PUT IN 
DRAINED EGG - THROW INTO RIVER - TO KILL SELF 

draw dat [ raw] egg out . Take a 
in that egg [ shell ] an ' s top de 

egg up • • •  throw it in de rivah. 
An '  as long as dat egg ' ll f loat , 
drif t  down [ the river ] ,  dos e 
peoples will drag , will drift . 
[New Orleans , La . , (810 ) , 1140 : 3 . ] 
9322 . (What are you going to  do 
this  for? What is the purpose 
of this thing? )  
Dat ' s  tuh make ' em commit suicide . 

Yo ' take ' er undahclothes an ' her name , an ' put it down nine ways . Yo ' j es '  
write de writin ' out till yo ' cain ' t undahstan ' it . [ The writing becomes ille g
ible . ] Yo ' don ' t know whatsomevah it is . Den yo ' kin take an ' put it in a aig,  
see , an ' throw dat ovahbo ' d . Dat make dere mind , dey j es '  go  an ' commit suicide. 

(You put this underclothing and this name - written on a p iece of paper nine 
times - and put that all into an egg and throw that overboard . Then she will 
commit suicide in nine days . )  [This rite is similar to preceding one , the piece 
of underclothing b eing very small . ]  [Algiers , La. , (1576) , 2900 : 12 . ] 

9 323 . Well , yo ' write a person ' s name on dere , write it nine t ime s on de 
aig - j is '  write de name on dere nine times . Ah don ' t care if he done did or 

didn ' t . Write it nine t imes 
9 TIME S  - WRITE HIS NAME ON EGG - A WOMAN ' S  ONCE 
NO MATTER HOW LONG HE HAS BEEN AWAY HE ' LL RETURN 

an ' yore name on it , an' dat 
person - don ' care whah he is , 
if yo '  haven ' t  seen ' im in 

yeahs - he ' ll come home . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  (946) , 15 25 : l3 . ] 
9324 . Well , go dere an '  break up people.  Wel l ,  yo ' gits a fre sh egg . I f  

yo ' can ' t g i t  a black hen aig , yo ' g i t  a fresh egg . Write de individual name on 

9 TIMES WRITE NAMES ON FRESH EGG OR ONE LAID 
BY BLACK HEN - NAMES GOING FROM YOU CROS SING 
ONE ANOTHER - PUT LETTER "J" ON EACH ONE 
GO TO FORKS OF ROAD AT NOON OR MIDNIGHT 
BREAK EGG - CALL THEIR NAMES - SEPARATES THEM 

it nine t imes , an ' write one na.e 
goin ' dis way [ away from you] an' 
don ' t write no name so dey comin ' 
dis way [ towards you] . See , dat 
writ in '  mean dey go de othah way. 
(They write one going away from 

writer , and one going down nine 
times . )  [The firs t name is 
are writ ten down and across 
the victim . ] 

written away f rom the writer ,  the other e ight names 
the firs t name . This is an elaborate oPossing of 

Dey ' ll put nine "J ' s" on each 
de road twelve o ' clock in day or 

one [ one "J" on each name ] , go tuh de fork o f  
twelve at night , eithah one , an ' broke de egg 
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an '  call dere name . Smash it up . [ The let ter " J "  could stand for the obsolete 
word "Holy Jakes" we met in No . 9068 , p . 3676 . ] 

(What will that do ? ) 
Dat will smash up de life o f  de couple . De individual yo ' wanta break up , 

put dere name on it . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (518 , Doator Nelson , see p . 2 260f . , 
v . 3) , 607 : 8 . ] 

9325 . Take an aig - advance a 
a person off [ away ] , yo ' kin take 

aig an ' turn i t . Jes ' if [ for  example if ] 
a aig an ' turn it on a new tinplate .  Write 

9 TIMES WRITE NAME ON NEW TIN PLATE INSTEAD OF ON EGG 
BUT LAY EGG IN .TIN PLATE AND TURN EGG TO YOU 

9 TIMES FOR 9 MORNINGS - TO BRING BACK 

de girl name in dat new 
tin plate nine times an ' 
turn i t  [ egg]  fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s . Turn it nine 
times fo ' nine mawnin ' s 

an ' dat bring ' em back , wit an aig . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1208) , 206 2 : 2 . ] 
9326 . Take a aig - lak yo ' wan ' somebody tuh move , somebody wus livin ' in a 

house an ' yo ' wanted ' em tuh move ; or some woman wus lakin ' yuh husban ' an ' yo ' 

9 EGGS : 1 FRESH EVERY MORNING FOR 9 MORNINGS 
THROW ONE EACH DAY ON PERSON ' S PORCH TO MOVE 

wanted ' er out chub way or wanted 
' er tuh git away from de neighbah
hood . Yo ' take a fresh aig . Let 
de chicken lay de aig in de mawn

in ' , lak yo ' go out in de chickenyard about seven a ' clock , git dat fresh aig dat 
de chicken layed , yo ' know soon in de mawnin ' , an ' t ' row it . An '  git a fresh 
aig eve ' y  mawnin' fo '  nine mawnin ' s an ' t ' row it on dat po ' ch . An '  de tenth 
mawnin ' when yo ' look ovah dere , de person da ' choo wan ' tuh move will be g it tin ' 
ready tuh move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 6 0 ) , 255 : 6 . ] 

9 EGGS - 1 EACH MORNING BURST ON HOUSE TO MOVE 
932 7 . An '  yo ' kin take a aig 
an' run a person away f rom a 
place , if yo ' got a neighbah 

an '  yo ' don ' t  want ' em round dere . Yo ' 
house . Say fo ' nine diff ' ren ' mawnin' s  
dey ' ll have tub move . 

kin take dat aig an ' bust it on dere 
yo ' kin bust a aig on dey house an ' 

(You j us t  bust the egg on the side o f  the house , you mean? ) 
Yes . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1313) , 2236 : 3 . ] 
9 3 2 8 . About de nine hen aigs . Well , if yo ' want a person , lak ah ' m  livin ' 

nex ' do ' tuh yo ' an ' givin ' yo ' trouble , why yo ' take nine black hen aigs . Be 

9 BLACK HEN EGGS - WRITE VICTIM' S NAME ON ALL 
BEFORE SUNRI SE EACH DAY BREAK ONE ON HI S DOOR 

shuh [ sure ] dey black hen aigs .  
An '  write yore [my]  name [ on 
them and ] evah mawnin ' ' fo '  day , 
bust one - chunk one at de do ' 

an ' let it bus t an' run down . In nine day ' s 
When yo ' chunk de last aig , why yo ' ll [ I ' ll ]  
185 6 : 2 . ] 

time why yo ' ll [ I ' ll ]  leave town .  
move out . [Waycross , Ga . , (114 1 ) , 

9 329 . Gi t nine black hen aigs an '  wr ite de ' nit ial o f  de big Zaw name on de 
two big : Sherif f ,  de chief o f  police , if yo ' in a town , write dere name . Bury 

9 BLACK HEN EGGS - WRITE ON EACH - INITIALS OF 
CHIEF LAWMAN AND LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE - BURY 
EGG AT BACK AND FRONT DOORS - PUT 1 OVER DOOR 
OTHER 6 CAST TO EAST - TO PROTECT BOOTLEGGER 

one [ o f  the 9 eggs ] undah yore 
back do ' step , bury one in front , 
den lay one up ovah yore do ' ,  
an ' den chunk de rest east . 
Won ' t  no law come round , yo ' 
kin sell likkah • Ah ' ve toted 

it up an ' down dese streets heah by de gallons , dey ain ' t no law ' rest [me ] yet 
fo '  likkah . Ah' ve sold likkah r ight in mah house , ain ' t no law ' rest [ arrest ] 
yet fo ' no likkah. [Informant is the same as in the preceding rite. ] [Waycross , 
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Ga. , (1141) , 185 7 : 6 . ] 
9330 . (Will you tell me that again , now? ) 
If yo ' have someone dat yo ' want tub leave yo ' ,  git  chew nine eggs . Evah 

mawnin ' yo ' write de person ' s name on de egg , evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s , 

9 EGGS - EACH MORNING WRITE PERSON 1 S NAME ON EGG 
AFTER 9 MORNINGS THROW EGG AWAY - PERSON LEAVES 

an ' dey ' ll have tub go , can ' t  
stay .  
(Well , then - what do you do 
with those eggs , then? ) 

Well , dose eggs , throw ' em away ; o thahwis e  dey won ' t be no good no mo ' . 
(I see. ) [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  (733) , 1002 : 16 . ] 
9331 .  Dey tell , yo ' kin take a aig , j es '  take yo ' a aig , a hen ' s  aig , if 

dey ' s bothahin ' yo ' an ' go tub de house .  An '  go tub de house an ' git chew mo ' 

9 EGGS : IF MAN BOTHERING YOUR FAMILY LIVES EAST 
OF YOU - AND YOU WANT TO MAKE HIM MOVE - EACH 
TIME HE VIS ITS - YOU STAND ON WEST SIDE AND THROW 
EGG EAST OVER YOUR HOUS E - DO THIS ON 9 VISITS 
ON WHATEVER SIDE HE LIVES - THROW THAT DIRECTION 

[ eggs ] ,  gi t chew nine aigs . 
Take nine o f  ' em - yes sir , 
nine aigs . An '  den which-
evah way dis person lives 
from yo ' ,  eas t  or west - if 
yo ' lives east , yo ' git on 
de west s ide of yuh house . 

An '  he ' s  comin ' intuh yuh house maybe ,  say ,  talkin ' tuh yuh wife , o r  keepin ' a 
confusion in yuh family , an ' yo '  want ' im tub s tay ' way . Keep ' im  from talkin' 
tub dem , why yo ' git on d is side o f  de house an ' he stays eas t .  Yo ' git ovah 
on de west say evah mawnin ' an '  throw one dem aigs across de house , an ' let it 
bus t on de o thah side . Says evah t ime dat he comes tuh do dat till yo ' bust de 
whole nine aigs  - nine mawnin ' s .  Well den , if he come up , whoevah he is , dey 
say he can ' t stay in dat hous e no mo ' .  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1014) , 1641 : 5 . ] 

9332 . Chicken aigs , nine aigs . If it ' s  tuh a place - yo ' know , j es '  lak if 
yo ' livin ' next do ' tub a person an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tub stay dere by yuh . 

9 EGGS : AT 3 O ' CLOCK EVERY MORNING FOR 9 DAYS 
BREAK AND BEAT UP AN EGG AND CARRY IT ROUND 
HOUSE OF PERSON YOU WANT OUT OF NE IGHBORHOOD 

Take yuh nine aigs an ' break it 
up , whip it an ' care [ carry ] it 
roun ' dere house fo ' nine mawn
in' s .  Break a aig , don ' chew 
know , one aig evah mawnin ' three 

a ' clock , an ' beat it up an ' care it [ round ] de house fo '  nine mawnin ' s ,  see . 
Ah 1 ve heard dat . Dey say dat ' ll run de person away , if it ' s  a individual whut ' s  
stayin ' nex ' tuh yuh. [Waycross , Ga . , (110 2 ) , 17 7 6 : 14 . ] 

9333 . Well , de way dey tells me , an 1  ah have s een it did . Dey gits nine 
eggs . 

(Nine eggs . )  
Nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' 

Yo ' git up ' fo '  day in 
s tart ' fo '  day 
de mawnin ' an ' 

in de mawnin ' , on a Tuesday , evah Tuesday . 
take one-a [one o f ]  dem eggs . Co ' se yo ' 

9 EGGS : EACH WEEK SOAK ONE EGG IN HUMAN URINE 
EVERY TUESDAY ARIS E  BEFORE DAY AND BREAK 1 EGG 
AGAINST VICTIM ' S HOUSE - TO MOVE WITHIN 9 DAYS 

t ake de eggs , dem nine eggs , yo ' 
soak ' em  in de ahambah Zye • • •  
[Here informant l eaves chair and 
starts to demons trate away from 
interviewing table and micro

phone . I o ften describ e  such demons trations , 
the words given b efore reco�ding began . ] 

(Wait a minute !  Will you come over here? ) 

but here I wanted a repetition of 

[Informant returns to chair and repeats . ]  
Take nine eggs an '  soak ' em in ahambah Zye , see .  An '  nine mawnin ' s  see , ' fo '  

day , yo ' take one-a dem eggs evah Tuesday mawnin' an ' bust it ag ' inst dat house .  
An '  dea yo ' bust d e  la st one , dat b e  d e  ninth egg an ' dat b e  d e  ninth Tuesday . 
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S ee .  Well , in nine days , ah ' ll betcha dey ' ll leave . 
(I  see . After the last egg has been thrown , then nine days later they ' Z Z  go ? )  
' Fo '  d em  nine days latah .  
(Oh ! I s ee . ) [ They will leave long before the 9 days ! ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  

( 747) , 1016 : 6 . ] 
9334 . Well , j es '  lak if yuh ole man ' s gone , yo ' take nine fresh aigs an ' de 

end o f  one of his shirttails an ' two of his socks . An '  point ' em an ' put . dat 
aig right in between , yo ' know , each toe of dat sock with his shirttail . An ' yo ' 

9 EGGS ARE WRAPPED IN END OF MAN ' S SHIRTTAIL 
AND BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP BETWEEN 2 TOES OF HI S 
SOCKS POINTING TO EACH OTHER - TO BRING HIM HOME 

bury it , bury dat right up 
undah de steps . Dat is sup
posed tuh bring him back. 
(You bury these socks with 
the toes pointing to each 

other . And right where those toes point to each o ther you put that egg ? )  
Put dat aig an '  his shirttail . 
(The shirttail is wrapped around the egg? ) 
Yessuh .  
(There are nine eggs though , aren ' t there? ) 
Nine fresh aigs , yessuh.  Gotta be fresh aigs . [Memphis , Tenn . , {1527 ) , 

2 7 26 : 1 . ] 
9335 . Yo ' mean tuh keep de officahs off . Well , it ' s  j es '  dis much about · 

it . Yo ' kin go tuh work , yo ' do ' s  dat - supposed tuh be - wit hen aigs . Yo ' 

9 EGGS INTO HAT - SET AT FRONT DOOR 
9 NEEDLES DROP INTO HAT - KEEP COVERED 
NO ONE MUST TOUCH - KEEPS LAW AWAY 

kin go tuh work an ' git chew nine hen 
aigs . No 1 don ' t  make any dif f ' rence , 
any kinda aig s 1  yo ' know. Yo ' git chew 
nine aigs an ' yo ' kin go tuh work an ' 
take yo ' a hat whut chew weah on yore 

haid , an ' yo ' put dose nine aigs in dat hat an '  set it at chure do ' - ah mean , 
anywheres at chure do ' .  An ' take yo ' nine sewin ' needles , stickin ' needles . 
Put de needles intuh dat hat . An ' den de really fac ' ' bout it , keep it  covahed 
up an ' s ee dat nobody puts d ere han ' s  nowheres about it . An '  ' long as i t  really 
sets dere , why co ' se de law nevah goin ' worry yo ' . 

(You don ' t have to keep that hidden? ) 
Oh yes , yo ' mus t  put somp in ovah it . Yo ' know, have it some place or ' nothah 

where nobody ' s  li ' b le [ liable to ] ' sturb [ disturb ] it . 
(Where do you put those needles now? ) 
Yo ' drop dose needles right in de hat . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1277 ) , 217 2 : 2 . ] 
9336 . Said dat dey kin take chicken aig$ an ' take nine needles . An '  yo ' have 

tuh soak dat aig in vinegah , where yo ' put dem nine needles dere , an ' bury ' em 
intuh somebody ' s  gate or do ' step , where dey 

NEEDLES 9 - EGG SOAKED IN VINEGAR go in at . An '  dey ' ll step on ' em ,  mash ' em. 
BURY AT GATE OR DOORSTEP Dey ' ll leave town. 

(Any kind of chicken egg ?)  
Any kind . [Waycross , Ga . , (1126 ) , 1832 : 7 . ] 

9337 . Yo ' kin take a aig , lak now a person livin ' in de nex ' house ovah dere . 
Well , yo ' kin take a aig an ' mark it [write name of victim on , see ZateP] , dis 
aig an ' make a wish , an ' goes somewheres by dem at de cPack of sunrise . Well , do 
dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' let de sun be Zak de same , an ' carry dat aig . An '  evah 
way yo ' go back dere fo ' de nine mawnin ' s ,  go back anothah way , see . If yo ' hap
pen tuh go round or go back dis way , let it  b e  a obj ect [ opposite or different ] 
mawnin ' . Evah mawnin ' be a new way comin ' . See whut ah mean . If it  happen tuh 
be de las ' mawnin '  de way yo ' went de f irs ' time , let it b e  a new way comin ' roun' 
de same thing . [Never go over the same path or road twice during the rite . ] 
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Well , yo ' kin take dat 
it up on dat house an ' 
dem names in de house . 

aig in de last ninth mawnin ' an ' j es '  haul off  an ' chunk 
let it bust , an ' make yore wish befo ' yo ' bust it , one of 

Jes ' make a wish an ' chunk it up dere . Write his name 

9 PATHS OR WALKS - TAKE DIFFERENT ONE EACH DAY 
TOWARDS HOUSE AGAINST WHICH EGG IS TO BE THROWN 
FIRST - WRITE VICTIM' S NAME ON THE EGG - SAYING 
"AH WANT DESE HEAR PEOPLE LEAVE HEAR WIT ' OUT 
FUSS IN ' " - EACH MORNING "AT DE CRACK OF SUNRISE" 
CARRY EGG OUT WHERE YOU CAN SEE SUN - DON ' T  LOOK 
BACK AT OWN HOUSE - AFTER SUNRISE GO HOME - DON ' T 
LOOK BACK AT SUN - RETURN EGG TO RESTING PLACE 
DO THIS 8 DAYS - 9TH DAY CONTINUE TO VICTIM' S 
HOUSE - AT SUNRISE - FACING HI S HOUSE - BURST EGG 
ON LEFT SIDE OF HOUSE - EACH OF THE 9 MORNINGS 
YOU MUST TRAVEL A DIFFERENT PATH NOT LOOKING BACK 

on de egg . See , dey goin ' 
tuh leave .  
(You first get you the egg , 
don ' t  you ? )  
Yeah , g i t  holt d e  aig . Take 
dis aig , an ' well , fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s yo ' take up dis aig 
an ' walk to someone yo ' don ' t  
like . See , whut ah mean .  
Yo ' want ' em  tuh move out 
from roun ' dere , f rom dis 
heah home . Yo ' don ' t undah
stan ' why people leave , yo ' 
don ' t want ' em disturb . Yo ' 

gi t dat aig an ' yo ' says , "Ah want dese  heah people leave heah wit ' out fussin ' . "  
Take dis aig an ' carry de aig ovah heah , well j es '  de time yo ' see de sun j es '  
comin ' tuh b e .  Well , take it out • • •  

(Take it out• where? )  
To d e  front - tote d e  aig tuh d e  sun . 

de sun an ' turn back - don ' t look back . 
same plac e .  Well , de nex ' mawnin '  - yo ' 

(Just going out and s eeing the sun ? )  

See , j es '  take it out where yo ' kin see 
An ' yo ' place dat aig right back in de 
do dat fo ' de nine mawnin ' s ,  goin ' out • • • 

Yeah. But don ' let de sun b e  no fu ' thah den yo ' see it de firs ' mawnin ' .  
Don ' t let it b e  too fer . Jes ' do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' let de sun be de 
same obj ect an '  ' bout de same time . Set yore clock . Do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
Make yo re wish an ' write his name on dat aig an ' j es '  walk out de same mawnin '  
' bout d e  same time , throw it  an ' let i t  bus t .  Yo ' won ' t have no trouble . 

(Where do you throw that egg ? )  
J es ' throw i t  an '  let i t  bust on d e  house .  On de left side [as  you stand in 

front of the house looking at the house ] .  
(That will make them move out . )  
Dey gone . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1430) , 2580 : 4 . ] 
9338 . Well , yo ' take an ' git chew some black peppah an ' some cai-yanne [ cay

enne ] peppah , an ' git chew a fresh yard aig. De one in dat house dat made yo ' 
move out an ' tole [ told ] him some yarns [ lies ] on yuh , him an ' dim [ =  dem = them] 
gonna be j is '  lak eat ' s  an '  dogs , until dey go , see .  

PEPPER - BLACK AND RED - FRESH YARD EGG 
THROW AGAINST GATE OR DOOR OR INTO YARD 
TO MOVE BACK INTO THE HOUSE FROM WHICH 
YOU WERE EVICTED BY LIES TOLD ABOUT YOU 

Now , if yo ' wanta git back tuh dat 
house [ if you want to move back into 
that house ] . 
(What do you do with that yard egg and 
that stuff that you mix up ? )  
Jes ' throw i t  up ' ginst de gate or any

wheres inside de yard , if yo ' kin git in dere , an ' [when] dey gone off  tuh make 
[ a  visit ] or sompin lak dat . An '  throw it down on de groun ' in front-a dey do ' .  

Yo ' kin do dat . [New Orleans , La. , (1566 ) , 286 7 : 1 . ] 
9339 . Yo ' kin take a aig an ' yo ' kin do dis , if yo ' have a husban ' or any 

niggah man dat chew want money outa 1 im .  [My transcriber , Miss Hayes (her work
ing name , ac tually a married woman with young school children) put a ques tion 
mark over the word niggah , b eing surprised that one black person would call an
o ther black , niggah. The word niggah probab ly appears about 3 times in Hoodoo . ]  
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Yo ' git  chew a hen aig . Some says dat , but de ' way ah know of  it , yo ' takes a 
hen aig if yo ' husban ' uh [or ] man i s  colahed , an ' git chew yo ' two switches an ' 

PERSIMMON SWITCHES 3 - 2 IN BED - 1 AT DOORSTEP 
THIS RITE USED BY WOMAN TO GET MAN ' S MONEY AFTER 
SHE LEARNS BY D IVINATION FROM EGG WHITE IN GLASS 
OF WATER - IDENTITY OF WOMAN TAKING HIS MONEY 

yo '  git dis aig . Some say 
dat chew • • •  but dis de way ah 
knows . Yo ' take dis aig an ' 
yo ' care [ carry ] it tub de 
house an ' yo ' set it up tub 
de side of it . Git chew a 

glass-a watah an ' hold de egg ovah de glass wit ' watah in de glass . Yo ' pop dat 
egg an ' let j is '  de white run intuh dat watah an ' dat egg [white ] will show [ d i
vine by initial or other form] whoevah b een givin ' yo ' trouble wit dat man . 
She ' ll come down [ come round ] j is '  lak she mah friend . Dey ' ll sprung up , de 
switches [as soon as informant sees in the egg white the woman causing trouble 
and pretending to be  a friend , the use of the following switches springs up in 
her mind . ] 

Den yo ' go an '  take dem switches , two persimmon switches , an ' put ' em in yore 
baid where he ' s  gotta go tub baid a t .  Put yo ' one undah de steps where he ' s  
comin' in . Put chew one , j i s '  [ lay ] it down across lak dat [ demonstrates ] . 

(Put it across that door . )  
Yes , he comin ' right in de do ' an ' de othah two is in de baid . Well , he ' ll 

git in dat bed an ' s tart tub talk wit chah an ' he ' s  goin ' s tep on dere , dat one 
comin ' in de do ' .  An ' when he goes tub baid , yo ' an ' ' im will lay down right on 
dat swit ch [ 2  switches ] dere.  Well ,  ef he got any money , ah assure yuh , he ' ll 
han ' yo ' evahthin ' .  He goin ' pay yo ' what money he got . 

(How many of  these switches do you git ? )  
Git two fer de baid an ' one fer de do ' .  
(That is all you have to do and he will give you all his money? ) 
Yes , sir , an ' he ' ll give it tub yo ' ,  too . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (594 ) , 76 7 : 6 . ] 
9340 . At a certain time of de y eah - ah t ell yo ' ' bout de hen aigs . Dey say 

yo ' kin take de aigs an ' draw peoples pitchures on ' em.  Dat ' s  whut ah hear ' d . 

PICTURE : OF PERSON DRAWN ON EGG - INITIALS UNDER 
WHERE VICTIM WALKS - MASH EGG - SAY WHAT YOU WANT 

An '  yo ' know , put de person ' s  
' nitials undah de aig . An '  
dey say yo ' go where dat 
person walk an ' put de aig 

der e ,  an ' say whut chew wanta say an' throw it down . When dat p erson walk ovah 
it , it ' ll happen lak yo ' wanted it tub happen .  Dat de only [ thing ] ah hear ' d  
about de aig . [Florence , S .  C ar . , (1293) , 2194 : 11 . ] 

9341 . Dey can do a lot o f  things with chicken eggs . 
(Well , for ins tance? )  
Ah saw a woman once with a chicken egg . 

mad an ' she wanted him tub , yo ' know , die , 
She had ' im - her man an ' her was 

bump him off. She had his pitchure 

PICTURE : OF PERSON DRAWN ON EGG - REMOVE INSIDES 
OF LEMON - REPLACE WITH EGG-PICTURE - BURY TO KILL 

drawed on dat egg , an ' she 
taken dat egg an ' she had 
hulled a lemon out , a large 
lemon , an ' she put it in 

dere . An '  she went back an ' 
at  de cornah o f  de yard . 

(What happened? )  
Well , he died . 
(It killed him? ) 
Killed him. 
(Was that all she had to 
Yes , dat was all she had 

buried it in de cornah of de yard , undah de steps  

do ? )  
tub do . [New Orleans , La . ,  (824) , 1195 : 3 . ] 
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934 2 .  Lak i f  ah been workin ' i n  a place a long time , an ' ah wants tuh stay 
dere , ah gits me a fresh yaPd aig [ chicken egg laid in an old-fashioned henhouse 

PINS 2 AND NEW CROSSED IN FRESH "YARD EGG" 
WEAR IN POCKET WITH INTENTION OF HOLDING JOB 

and not on the modern commercial 
produc tion line ! ]  right aftah de 
hen lay it . An '  ah take some 
s traight s tiakin ' pins [ ordinary 

pins ] , dey gotta [be]  new,  an ' ah put one right through it lak dis , s ee [ demon
strates ] . An '  den ah run one across it , yo ' see [ demonstrates ] . An ' fo ' evah 
weah dat . Even in mah pocket , j is '  lak ah have a pocket , an ' weah dat in dere , 
see [ demons trates ] .  An '  yo ' be dere [ on the j ob ]  fo ' a long time . Dey ' ll nevah 
fiah [ fire • discharge ] yo ' .  [Algiers , La . , (1590) , 29 86 : 6 . ] 

PORCH - BLACK HEN ' S EGG SMASHED ON MOVE 
9343 .  Ah kin move yo ' wit a black 
hen ' s egg . Ah kin take dat an ' go tub 
yo ' po ' ch now an ' bus t one ovah dere , 

an' yo ' sho ' won' t be dere . Yo ' ll move . [Porch is mentioned in a numb er o f  egg 
rites given elsewhere. ] [Jacksonville , Fla . ,  (613) , 7 90 : 5 . ] 

9344 . Says take a b lack hen aig an ' lay it on dey private . Dat whut she 
tole me . An '  write de person ' s name on it , an ' carry it to a runnin ' watah , 

PRIVATES [ GENITALS ] - LAY AGAINST - BLACK HEN EGG 
BEARING VICTIM' S NAME : THEN THROW EGG INTO RIVER 

an ' she says dey ' ll travel . 
[Here is one of  the amazing 
rites of  Hoodoo ! Where did 
it come from? Is its origin 

a hoodoo book written by someone who unders tood Hebrew? It is quite Biblical 
excep t for the purpose intended : And Abraham said unto his e ldest servant . • •  Put 
I pray thee thy hand under my thigh: And I wi ll  make thee swear by the Lord • . • 
Genesis , 24 : 1  (King James Version) . Likewise The New English Bib le uses under 
my thigh to translate privates or genitals . In the present ri�e a woman writes 
her man' s name on the egg , lays it agains t herself and throws it into running 
water to get rid o f  him. His spirit in the name follows her sp irit in the scend ] 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 7 ) , 2657 : 16 . ]  

9345 . Sometime yo ' got a enemy in yore way an '  yo ' don ' have a chance tuh do 
anything , yo ' git chew a aig . An ' yo ' write de firs ' Psalms on it , an ' write 

P SALM I - ANY PART OF AND ENEMY 1 S NAME - ON EGG 
THROW INTO WOODY SWAMP RIVER - SENDS TRAVELING 

chure enemy ' s name on dat aig 
an ' carry it tuh de swamp , de 
rivah , by de woods an ' yo ' cast 
dat from yo ' . An ' yo ' see as 

dat goes , wherevah it goes , dey ' ll start tuh travelin ' an ' dey have tuh follah 
dat , until it don ' git no place . [Psalm I is unsuitable here , being used out 
of context : "He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of wat er , etc . "  -
King James Version . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1515) , 2682 : 3 . ]  

QUICKSILVER IN EGG - PLANTED AT JOB - PROTECTS IT 

9346 . Take a aig an ' put 
some quicksilvah in it . 
(A chicken egg ? )  
Yes , sir . Make a lit tle hole 
in it , chew know , an ' put 

quicksilvah in it chew know. An' stop de hole up an ' plant it right down at de 
place wheah yo ' workin ' at , an ' dere can ' t  nobody take da t j ob away from yuh . 

ROLL EGG ON HEARTH - CALL NAME OF PERSON WANTED 
AND REPEAT LORD ' S  PRAYER 

[Mobile , Ala . , (667 ) , 880 : 6 . ] 
934 7 .  Yo ' kin roll ·it on yore 
hearth , a chicken aig . An ' 
roll it on yore hearth an ' say 

de Lord ' s  Prayah . Call de guy' s name dat chew wants . Whosomevah yo ' want , he' ll 
come . He will , so dey tells me wit dat chicken aig . [To roll is an important 
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and common rite in Hoodoo. Rolling commonly means to you or away from you . ] 
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla. , {1052) , 1707 : 5 . ] 

9348 . Well , yo ' see , de aigs , dere are two kinds of aigs . A roos tah ' s  aig 
is long an ' de hen ' s aigs are round . Well , yo ' git two hen aigs an ' some salt 

"ROOSTAH ' S  AIG IS  LONG • • •  HEN ' S  AIGS ARE ROUND" 
TAKE 2 HEN EGGS AND SALT AND BLACK PEPPER 
WRITE ON THESE HEN EGGS WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
9 STEPS TOWARDS RUNNING WATER TO DIG HOLE AND BURY 
EGGS - SALT - BLACK PEPPER - TO BRING PERSON BACK 

yo '  put dis aig down in dere an ' de black peppah an '  
chew want it tuh do.  An '  dey ' ll come back . 

(You leave it there . You use two eggs though? ) 

an ' black peppah . Well , yo ' 
git on dis hen aig whut chew 
want done . Den yo ' go an ' 
dig a hole de way yo '  want 
tuh run it - tuhwards runnin' 
watah . Yo ' dig a hole to
wards runnin ' watah an '  den 
salt , an ' tell it evah whut 

Yeah , yeah , two aigs . Dey ' re round aigs . Yo ' see , a roostah ' s  aig is long 
an ' de hen aig is round [ the words long or round being words based upon sexual 
symbo lism, not b iology ] . Well , yo ' us e de hen aigs . [For long eggs and round 
eggs see also following rite , and for round eggs and square eggs see also 
No . 9284 , p . 3738 . ] 

(You dig a sort o f  a ditch? ) 
No , a hole tuhwards runnin ' watah . Yo ' know, sometime yo ' have d itches run

nin ' . Well , yo ' kin tell which way de watah is runnin ' . Well , yo ' dig de hole 
tuhwards runnin ' watah . 

(You mean between your house and the running water ? )  
Well , i f  de ditch i s  runnin ' between yore house , yo ' kin dig i t  r ight in front 

of de ditch', j es '  so ' s  i t ' s runnin ' which way de watah is runnin ' . 
(You mean you dig the hole away from you ,  down the way the water is running? )  
Yeah , well , yo ' take nine steps  tuhwards de runnin ' watah an ' dig yore hole , 

an ' den aftah yo ' dig yore hole , yo ' put chure aig an ' salt an ' black p eppah 
down in dere . Co ' se dis aig already has on it  whut chew want it  tuh do . An '  
den yo ' have i t  bring ' em back . 

(That is to bring them back?)  
Yes . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  (1419a) , 2555 : 12 . ]  
9 349 . Well , j es '  if anybody yo ' want tuh move , if  any of  yore neighbahs is 

not so good an ' yo ' wanta move ' em.  But chew have tuh git a aig from a hen dat ' s 

ROOSTER - HEN THAT HAS BEEN WITH - GET HER EGG 
"YO ' KNOW DE DIFF ' RENCE IN DOSE AIGS ?" 
"DEN HEN DAT DOESN ' T  BE WIT A ROOSTAH HER AIGS 
ARE ROUND • • •  WIT A ROOSTAH HER AIGS IS LONG 
AT FRONT DOOR THROW "LONG AIG" OVER HOUSE TO MOVE 

been wit a roostah . De diff '
rence in dose aigs - yo ' know 
de diff ' rence in do se aigs?  
(No , I don ' t .  Tell me about 
them? ) 
Well , de hen dat doesn ' t be 
wit a roostah , her aigs are 

round . An '  de hen dat does be wi t a roostah , her aigs is long . [Here as in the 
preceding rite , the symbolism of added length to the egg is obvious . ]  Well ,  yo ' 
take one of dose long aigs an '  yo ' gits tuh de front do ' ,  an ' yo ' throws it ovah 
her house  an '  if dat aig bus ts  yo ' re gone . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1423) , 

ROTTEN EGG - AGAINST DOOR - TO MOVE OR SEPARATE 
2568 : 7 . ] 
9350 . Ah heard dat yo ' could 
take a rotten aig an ' make a 

person move out of  de house . Break it  on dere do ' sill an '  dat will make ' em 
move . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (611) , 7 88 : 11 . ] 

935 1 .  Take a aig an ' i f  i t ' s a person dat chew dislike livin ' in a house , 
yo ' take a rotten aig an ' take it an ' throw it on dat do ' an ' splattah it  all 
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on dat po ' ch an '  dey will move . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 932) , 1513 : 8 . ] 
935 2 .  I f  i t ' s  anything an ' yo ' wanta make ' em move out de house , dat [ foot ]  

track business i s  one thing.  Bust rotten aigs on his do ' [ also]  make ' im move . 

ROTTEN EGG - AGAINST DOOR - BEFORE DAYBREAK 
[ Florence , s .  Car . , (1283 ) , 2180 : 3 . ] 
9 353 . Yo ' kin take a aig , a ro t
ten aig or somp in lak dat . Yo ' kin 

take it an ' put i t  above yuh do ' ' fo '  [ door before ] day in de mawnin ' - ' fo '  
risin ' o f  de sun - an ' yo ' shah [ sure ] wil l  hafta [ have to ] git out of dere . 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , (588) , 755 : 6 . ] 

935 4 .  [ This rite and the two following ones come from Vicksburg , Miss . These 
three informants bear informant numbers 7 34 , 736  and 738 . Three consecutive 
informants telling the same s tory is not a chance occurrence , one of them having 

ROTTEN EGG - IN CENTER OF BED - QUINCUNX RITE 
BREAKS UP MAN AND WOMAN SLEEPING IN IT 

given the material to the other 
two . Two persons occasionally 
did this , especially man and 
wife , s isters or brothers , but 

the present three are probab ly my only example.  May I add that this sort of  
thing never happened among professional informants . ]  

I f  yo ' got a wife an ' ah wants tuh separate yo ' all • • • 
(If  I have a wife and you want to separate me . ) 
• • •  an ' wants to s eparate chew , see . Ah don ' t have tuh take an ' go tuh work 

an ' git no lodes tone or nuthin tuh s eparate chuh. Ah come tuh yuh house an ' sit 
down dere an ' talk wit chub . Ah have a rot ten aig in mah pocket . Ah ' ll git tuh 
yuh baid an ' ah ' ll slip it in yuh baid , right where yo ' lay . Ah ' ll slip it in 
de middle of yuh baid . Yo ' go tuh baid at night , yo ' all . Yo ' an ' ' er may lay 
down dere laughin ' an ' talkin ' an ' playin ' . S ee ,  good humored wit one anothah , 
but whenevah yo ' turn ovah on dat aig an ' bust dat aig , yo ' s ee , it ' ll fill de 
baid wit s cent . Right dere where ' s  it ' s  goin ' tuh s tart de devil in yuh house , 
yo ' s ee . De minute dat chew ketch dat scent , yo ' gon ' a  wanta know from dat wo
man whut de heck. What kinda scent dis in heah . See .  "Yo ' done had some man 
in dis baid . "  See . Well , right dere where ' s be a fus s in '  an ' fight in ' . Yo ' 
goin ' tuh j ump up an '  beat dat woman right away from dere . Well , yo ' see , dat 
woman ain ' t comin ' back ' cuz yo ' beat ' er up , accus e ' er fo ' nuthin .  

( I  s ee . ) [Vicksburg ,  Mis s . , ( 7 35) , 1004 : 1 . ] 
9355 . Lak ah want a fellah ' s ole lady , see. Wel l ,  ah ' ll git  me a - ah ' m 

goin ' visit dere house an ' have me a rot ten aig dere , an ' when ah git a chance ,  
ah put i t  in d e  baid . See , dey ' ll fall out of  dat [not b ed but relationship ] 
den . 

An '  she want ' im back • • •  

(She wants him back. ) 
An '  she want ' im back , well she have tuh go tuh d e  hoodoo den . [Vicksbur g ,  

Miss . ,  ( 7 36) , 1007 : 17 . ] 
9356 . Make a man an ' ' is wife separate.  Bus t ' em up , yes , sir . 
(How will they do that? ) 
Take a ro tten aig an ' do dat . 
(How ? )  
Take a rotten aig an ' - j is '  lak a h  g o  tuh yuh hous e an ' a h  want yuh wife tuh 

put chew out . Take dis ro t ten aig an ' ah 'm settin '  aroun ' an ' p rob ' ly yo ' all 
eat in ' or somepin . [ I ' d ]  gi t outa de room an ' I ' d  s l ip it in de baid an ' tub
ni ght when yo ' all go tuh baid an ' lay on dere - yo ' wouldn ' t  know it was in dere 
an ' bust it . An ' when yuh bust it , why dat cuse [ cause ]  confusion . [Vicksburg , 
Mis s . , ( 738) , 1010 : 5 . ] 

9357 . Git a white hen aig an ' let i t  git rotten , an ' throw i t  on de house 
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ROTTEN EGG - FROM WHITE HEN 
an ' dey ' ll have tub move . 
(How do you mean , throw it  on 
Anywhere roun ' de house , j is '  

aig , aftah it ' s  rotten .  [Compared t o  eggs from black hens , 
hen is rare in hoodoo . ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1267 ) , 2146 . ] 

the hous e - where? ) 
long as it bus t  de 
an egg from a white 

9358 . Say fo ' ins tance if yo ' own a piece of property , or if yo ' don ' own a 
p iece o f  property . Heah ' s  a fellah livin ' intuh a house dat chew would lak tub 

ROTTEN : NAME OF PERSON TO DRIVE FROM HOUSE 
WRITE 3 TIMES ON FRESH EGG - SHAKE EGG 
SET EGG ASIDE 9 DAYS TO SPOIL - THEN THROW 
EGG ON TOP OF WANTED HOUSE AND HE WILL MOVE 

move in . Yo ' take a aig an ' yo ' 
write de person ' s name , whoevah it 
might be , on de aig three times . 
Yo ' take dat aig , aftah yo ' write 
de name , an ' shake it lak dat [ dem
onstrates ] an ' dat ' ll make it , de 

white an ' yallah come tuhgethah yo ' know. An '  yo ' put dat aig away fo ' nine 
days , see , an '  i t ' 11 spoil.  An '  den yo ' take dis aig an ' throw it on de top of 
de house dat de person is livin ' in . An' dey ' ll move . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 915 ) , 
1483 : 7 . ] 

935 9 .  Yo ' could do dat - yeah , sure . All yo ' got ta do , take yuh three rotten 
aigs , see . Take yuh three rotten aigs . Yo ' bury one-a dem [ one o f  them] right 
at de s teps . De othah two j is '  hi t ' em against de house . Nobody come in dere . 

ROTTEN EGG 3 :  BURY ONE AT STEPS - 2 THROW OVER 
LEFT SHOULDER AGAINST HOUSE - NO ONE WILL RENT 

(That crosses up the landlord . 
He can ' t rent the house after I 
leave there . )  
Oat ' s  whut ah ' m  talkin ' about . 

Aftah yo ' bury one in front o f  de steps an ' yo ' throw two against de house -
right ovah yuh shouldah . GOTTA THROW ' EM  OVAH YUH LEFT SHOULDAH. See , IF YO ' 
THROW ' EM  FACEWARDS , DON ' AMOUNT TUH NUTHIN . Jis ' throw ' em  ovah yuh left shoul
dah agains t de hous e ,  aftah yo ' done bury dat one in dere [ at the steps ] .  Can ' t 
rent , not at all . [New Orleans , La. , ( 86 7 ) , 1404 : 11 . ] 

936 0 .  Yo ' kin have a wife . Yo ' an ' yore wife - yo ' kin have a wife an ' she 
leave home. An '  yo ' kin take three rotten aig an ' throw ' em up s ide de wall on 
de house an '  dat will bring her back home . 

(That will bring her back home . On the outside 
ROTTEN EGGS 3 :  BREAK ON HOUSE wall ? )  

T O  BRING BACK WIFE Yes s ir .  [ This rite of breaking 
to send away or cause confusion , 

eggs , normally 
is made legiti
S .  Car . ,  (1299 ) , mate only by the intention to bring the woman back. ] [ Florence , 

2199 : 3 . ]  

ROTTEN EGGS 9 :  WRITE VICTIM ' S  NAME ON 
THROW UNDER HIS HOUSE TO MOVE HIM 

9361 .  Dem rot ten eggs , yo ' �ould take 
nine of ' em an ' put dem undah anybody ' s  
house an ' dey will move . 
(What do you mean , you j us t  put them 
under the house? )  
Write dere name an ' throw ' em undahneath 
de house . 
(Make them move . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(617) , 792 : 2 . ] 
9362 . Dey say dat chew kin take a aig , 
ro tten aig an ' put peppah , cayenne pep-

pah in it . Jab a little hole , yo ' know , in it [ the egg ] . Put cayenne peppah 
in it an ' shake it up , an ' throw it ontuh yuh do ' nine days , mawnin ' s .  An '  den , 
whenevah yo ' git up in mawnin ' , take peppah an ' salt , an ' where yo ' walk ' long , 
j is '  sprinkle i t  all behin ' dem. An ' dey tell me dat ' ll make a person move away 
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ROTTEN EGGS 9 :  MAKE HOLE IN EACH - INSERT CAYENNE 
PEPPER - SHAKE - EACH MORNING FOR 9 DAYS - THROW 
AGAINST PERSON ' S  DOOR - ALSO EACH MORNING THROW 
CAYENNE PEPPER AND SALT WHERE PERSON WILL WALK 
ALL THESE THINGS ARE DONE TO MOVE THIS PERSON 

SALT - PUT IN BLACK HEN EGG - BURY AT DOORSTEP 

a lit tle hole . [Waycross , Ga . , (1154 ) , 189 2 : 3 . ]  

from dat place . 
(Now , you mean you take a 
different egg each morning? )  
No sir - yes , sir ,  a diff ' 
ren ' aig fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
Dat ' s  whut dey tell me . 
(In addition to that , you 
have to put this other stuff 
in there? ) 
Dey tell me yo ' j is '  j ab a 
little hole in it [ the egg ] . 
(You do both of them , to 
make them move . )  
Yes , tuh make dem move . 
[Mobile , Ala . , (69 7 ) , 945 : 6 . ]  
936 3 .  Take a black hen ' s  aig 
an '  put a little salt in it  
an ' bury it  at  dey do ' steps . 
Say dat would run ' em.  
(How d o  you put that salt in 
that egg ? )  
Put de s alt i n  it , yo ' peck 

9 36 4 . Well , now , yo ' git a black hen , yeah . An ' git dat aig from a bla ck 
hen , yo ' undahs tan ' . Yeah . An ' den yo '  take dat aig an '  keep it in salty watah 

SALT : SOAK A BLACK HEN EGG IN SALTY WATER 2 DAYS 
BURY EGG UNDER DOORSTEPS OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 

fo ' two days . An '  den yo ' git 
dat aig an ' care [ carry ] it . 
Yo ' go tuh de steps , though , 
yo ' know , an ' bury it undah 

de s teps . Dat ' s  whut yo ' do wit 
Yo ' undahstan '  dat . 

dat aig , i f  yo ' wanta git ' em ' way from dere . 

(That ' s all you have to do? )  
Yes . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 916) , 14 84 : 1 . ] 
9365 . Well , yo ' take a chicken aig an ' yo '  kin broke dat shell , an ' put dat 

in a cup or a [ sauce r ] , de yellah , not de white , j is '  de yellah part of it , an ' 
yo ' beat dat up . Yo ' git chew den de thing yo ' calls Seven Yeahs Adventure. 

"SEVEN YEARS ADVENTURE" PERFUME OR POWDER 
MIX WITH EGG YOLK AND WHIP UP - POUR INTO 
4 BOTTLES - BURY ON 4 SIDES OF HOUSE - AN 
UNUSUAL CROSS FORM PROTECTS YOU AND HOUSE 

Didj a [ did you] evah heah about dat? 
( S even years what ? )  
Seven Yeahs ' VentUPe , yeah . 
(Adventure or [ something ] or what? )  
Deventure . Deventure , yes . Yo ' 
know , yo ' drops j is '  about 1 2  drops 

of dat in dat an ' s tir dat up . Beat dat up j is '  lak yo ' gon ' a  make - yo ' see , 
yo ' po ' dat in fo ' bottles [ demonstrates ] . Put one heah , one dere , one dere , an '  
one heah. 

( Sort of  shape of  a cross . )  

EJ Yas , an ' aftah dat ain ' t no man kin harm yuh . • house • 
(Where do you put those four bottles? )  
Yo ' kin put dose fo ' bottles aroun ' in yuh yard [ like this ] : 
[The house in center of cross forms a quincunx . ]  [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 

603 : 4 . ] 
9366 . · [The following rit e ,  one o f  the most interesting and puzzling in Hoo

doo ,  raises the ques tion asked in the margin title . Let us beg in by reading the 
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rite itself : ] 
As fer as ah heered ' bout dat ah 

i t ' s not true . Ah tell yo ' whut ah 

SEMEN COMES FROM A MAN 
WHAT COMES FROM A WOMAN 

ACCORDING TO HOODOO - NOT SCIENCE 

don ' t know fo ' definite whethah it ' s true or 
has heered . Dey tell me dey take a black hen 
aig , an ' take it an ' break it , an ' use it wit 
an intahco ' se yo ' havin ' wit a woman . Suck 
dat black hen aig an ' have a intahco • ·s e ,  an ' 
soon as yo ' has a intahco ' se ,  de same identi
cal thing dat passed in de time yo ' havin ' 

use it dat same way . An ' use dat black hen aig an ' s top it intuh a p int bottle . 
An '  dey tell me dey nuse [ use ] dat undahneat ' of  de house . 

[ Informant will exp lain later what he means . ]  
(What will that do ? )  
Well , dat keeps yore [male ]  fren ' s away from ' er , an ' keeps yore wi fe a t  home , 

an ' keeps a calm home an ' a-down [ tro uble]  - whut chew call a harmless home . 
(Now you take this raw black hen egg ? )  
Yo ' u s e  one crushed tuh yuhself . 
(You eat that? )  
Suck i t  - yes , lak dat . 
(Before you have intercour se . )  
All right . Yo ' takes de othah one [ egg]  an ' has it ready . Den yo ' have a 

intahco ' se wi t ' er ,  an ' de same thing dat she did befo ' - quite natural when a 
woman ' s  [woman has an emission ! ]  it ' s common . An '  he ' s  quite natchal [natural ] 
li ' ble [ liab le ]  tuh see dat [emission ! ] an ' pick it up . Jis ' pick it up an ' ah 
take dat an '  put it in a bottle unbeknows t tuh ' er , an '  ah bury dat .  Don ' t  bury 
it , ah ' d  use it undah de eve [ eaves ] of  de hous e .  

(What would you bury , take in that [bottle ] ? ) 
S top dat s tain [ up in the bottle ] . 
(From her you mean?)  
Yes sir . Puts dat in a bottle an ' stop it up an ' use it undah de eve o f  de 

house where yo ' kin go tuh de [buried ] bottle . 
(But you mus t eat that black egg fir s t ? )  
Use dis black egg yoreself , suck it . Well , d is stain yo ' p u t  it in dis bot-

tle , an ' uses de othah one [ egg] in dere wit it . 
(What other? )  
Her nature an' dat othah aig i s  in dere tuhgethah . 
(How many eggs are you using ? )  
Two , j is ' two . 
(You eat one firs t , then you use the other egg wi th her stuff [ nature ] in the 

bo ttle . )  
In de bot t le .  Shake i t  intuh a likkah [ liquid] -like . 

· r r mus t now restate the mar gin- t i t le ques tion : Does a woman during coitus dis
charge a female substance ,  which in s ome way unites wi th man ' s semen to create a 
new life? Remember , hoodoo knows nothing about ova and Fallopian tubes .  The 
ordinary word for semen in Hoodoo is come , a word des cribing an action , something 
coming from a man.  The same word is used for a woman ' s  action , both in hoodoo 
and non-hoodoo thought , according to a ques tion commonly asked of a woman : Did 
you come ? A more generalized term denoting sexuality for both men and women 
appears in the word nature , found frequently in Hoodoo. Our present rite speaks 
o f  a fluid coming from the woman and making a spot , as her nature . This nature 
of hers is bottled with a chicken egg : Dat keeps yore [maZe ] frien 's away from 
'er an ' keeps yore wife at home . A woman ' s nature of course could also b e  her 

hair or urine or anything from he r  body ; but a woman ' s nature j oined wi th chicken 
egg , as in this rite , surely sugges ts that she ej ects a procreative liquid . Why 
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did I not ques tion informant closely? Not back in 1939 when this rite was col
lected and folklore in English about sexual organs and acts did not exis t ! Be
sides , sex was not overemphas ized in my field work . ] [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1310) 1 
2 2 20 : 1 . ] 

9 36 7 .  Take a hen aig an ' weah it intuh yuh pocket an ' yo ' ll have luck wit 
mos ' anything dat chew want tuh do . 

(How do you mean , wear it in your pocke t ?  This 
SHELL OF EGG - WORN IN POCKET whole egg or j us t  the egg shell or what ? )  

Jes ' d e  shell o f  d e  aig . I f  yo '  even eat de 
aig , take de shell an ' j es '  weah it , wherevah yo ' go an '  yo ' ll have luck . Even 
i f  yo ' go tuh de circus an ' yo ' want [ to ]  be seein' how dey win . dese things , 
yo ' ll [have ] luck. [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1493) , 2663 : 10 . ] 

SHELL OF EGG - HAIR IN - INTO RUNNING WATER 

9368 . Take de hair an ' put it in 
a aigshell an ' care [ carry ] it to 
runnin ' watah an ' dat ' ll cuz ' em -
it ' ll run ' em o ff ,  run ' em away . 
(Put that hair in the empty egg
shell ? )  
Yassuh . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1346) , 
2828 : 5 . ] 
9369 . Yo ' kin take a aigshell an' 

yo ' kin git some of ' is hair o r  have someone tuh g it ' is hair . Have a barbah
shop or anywhere his hair cut at , yo ' manage tuh git some o f  ' is hair . An ' yo ' 
bo ' a hole in dat aig j is '  as though a man gwine suck it  an '  yo ' put some of  dat 
hair in dat hole , an ' yo ' go tuh some runnin ' watah . Now , dat ' s  if yo ' wanta 
git rid of individual . Yo ' put dat - yo ' go tub some runnin ' watah an ' drap dat 
eggshell in dere . See , all de good [ raw egg ]  is outa de aigshell .  Yo ' let it  
run out or suck it out lak s ome do . Yo ' put dat aigshell in some runnin' watah 
an ' ' long as dat aigshell drif t , he ain ' t gwine be  contented nowhere .  He ' s  
travelin ' . Dat ' s git tin '  rid o f - yo ' might say of yore enemies or somepin lak 

SHOE - BURY IN OLD - BOILED EGG - TO HOLD MAN 

SHOE DUST - PUT IN EGG - INTO RUNNING WATER 

dat . [Waycross , Ga . , (1138)  , 
1853 : 4 . ] 
9370 . Ah heard dat dey take a 
hen aig an ' boil it  an ' bus t it 
in de shoe ,  an ' dat will make a 
man s tay home an ' nevah quit 
chew. 
( So he wouldn ' t  know it ? )  
No , hide de shoe . 
( Some shoe he isn ' t using? ) 
Sho ' [ sure ] . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1364) , 2409 : 5 . ] 
9 37 1 .  Dat chew kin take de 
chicken aig an ' de dust offa 
man ' s sho e ,  an ' pick a hole in 

de chicken aig [ and put the shoe dust in the egg ] an ' take it  tub de rivah an ' 
throw it in runnin '  watah . Run ' im o f f  from a place , run ' im away , lak he was 
here in town an ' yo ' wanted ' im tuh leave . [Waycross , Ga . , (1129 ) , 1833 : 13 . ] 

SNAKES - TO KEEP THEM FROM EATING BIDDIES 
BOIL HEN ' S EGG AND PUT IN THE NEST 

9372 . If  de snakes is eatin ' de 
biddies , yo ' take de aig , den yo ' 
boil i t , undahs tan ' [ understand ] .  
Den yo ' put it right back in de nes t ,  

an ' d a t  will keep ' em away - keep d e  snake away . 
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(Biddies are the small chi ckens ? )  
Yes . [My transcriber , o f  Irish descent , adds a footnote : Biddies are co l loqu

ia l ly known as hens with fami lies . I once heard o f  an elderly nun being called an 
old Irish biddy looking after her chicks - young nuns.  A snake eating or swallow
ing a hen I would have to s ee to believe , unless it was a boa constrictor ! That 
snakes s t eal chicken eggs is another piece of folklore ; the thief usually being a 
rat , racoon , etc . , or sometimes a dog who once picked up an egg and dropped it . 
Informant means , as s tated here , the snake was eating the biddy '· s eggs , or 
biddy = bitty , as in litt le bi tty (little bit of) , something small , lit tle chick
ens . In any case boiling an egg keep s the snake from doing whatever it does ! ]  
[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1296 ) , 2198 : 5 . ] 

9373 . Den ah know a woman she tole me how ah could put mahself in good luck , 
an ' ah ast ' er how. She tole me tuh git a new fresh aig from a nest an ' write on 

SOOT - BLACK A FRESH EGG WITH - AFTER WRITING 
ON IT YOU WI SH - BURY UNDER HOUSE 

WILL COME TRUE IN 9 DAYS 

i t  j is '  whut ah want it  tuh b e .  
Yo ' know , whut ah want tuh tell 
it , an ' black it wit sut [ soot ]  
an ' bury i t  undah d e  house . An ' 

result .  Good luck in anything dat 
ter , S .  Car . , (13 63) , 2403 : 10 . ] 

aftah nine days why ah ' ll git a 
ah wanted tuh happen , dat will happen . [ Sum-

9374 . Den yo ' kin take his socks , de left-foot socks , an ' yo ' kin put a hen 
aig in dere . Write his name on dat aig an '  plant i t  on de no ' th s id e  of de do ' 

SOCK - IN HIS LEFT - PUT EGG BEARING HIS NAME 
BURY ON NORTH SIDE OF DOOR TO BRING BACK 

SULPHUR - ON BLACK HEN EGG - BURST ON DOOR 
SAYING INCANTATION INCLUDING 3 HIGHEST N�S 

an '  dat ' ll bring ' im back. 
(What do you mean by the north 
s ide of  the doorstep ? )  
Well ,  j es '  lak de house i s  set
t in '  dis way , on dat side [ demon-
s trates ] .  
(The north side of the steps . )  

Yessuh. [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 29a),  
2 7 34 : 7 . ] 
9375 . Jes ' lak now if yo ' [ ah ]  
want someone tuh move , prob ' ly 
i t  may be yo ' .  Ah ' m  j is ' go in ' 
say it  fo ' a inst ance . Yo ' in 

dis house an ' ah don ' t  want chew in heah . Well ,  ah ' ll take dat aig an '  bus t it 
on yo re do ' , but ah got ta put a li ' le sulphuh wit i t  firs t an ' throw it on yuh 
do ' an ' yo ' b ound tuh move . 

(You put some sulphur on that egg ? )  
Yes , an ' bust i t  on yuh do ' .  
(Any kind of chicken egg? ) 
No , a black chicken aig . Put some sulphah on i t  b efo ' ah use it an ' when ah 

throw it dere , say , "Ah 'm doin ' dis In de Name of de Fathah� Son an '  Ho ly Ghost. 
Ah want chew tuh move . "  An' when ah do dat , why yo ' bound tuh go . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , (1210) , 2044 : 2 . ] 

9376 . A black hen chicken aig ,  well dey take an ' load it wit sulphuh an ' 
gunpowdah [ punch a hole in the egg and insert sulphur and gunpowder] . An '  take 

SULPHUR AND GUNPOWDER IN EGG AGAINST DOOR TO MOVE 
i t  an ' pass by yuh hous e an ' 
throw it ag ' inst chure house 
lak dat , de front do ' dat 

way [ demonstrates ] .  Splash it  dat way . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1342) , 2323 : 12 . ] 

It usely [usually] makes yo ' move . 

93 7 7 .  Yo '  take a aig i f  yo ' wants run a person away . Yo ' take dat aig an ' 



3760 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

de sharp point o f  it an '  go tub de rivah , go down tub de rivah iri de mawnin ' ,  

SUNRISE , BEFORE - BACK TO RIVER - NAME ON EGG 
THROW OVER LEFT SHOULDER - NOT LOOKING BACK 

aroun ' yuh , 
dey ' ll go . 

soon in de mawnin ' ' fo '  sunris e ,  
an ' turn yore back tuh it , tuh 
de rivah , an ' throw it ovah yuh 
lef ' shouldah .  An ' if anybody 

dat aig will float down [ the river ] anywhere roun ' dat chew don ' want 
an ' j es '  as long as dat aig goes , 

(What do you do with that egg? 
throw it in ? )  

D o  you d o  anything with that egg b efore you 

Don ' t do nuthin tub it but chew take dat aig an '  wri te dere name on it . Yo ' 
write dere name al l roun ' on dat aig . Don ' t  write it on de edge [ ends ] nowhere , 
write it around dat ,  all around on dat aig . 

(Throw it over wha t ? )  
Throw i t  ovah de lef ' shouldah , an ' den yo ' come [ home ] . Don ' t look back at 

it . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1548) , 2812 : 8 . ] 
9378 . Well , if  yo ' wan ta ' complish [ ac comp lish]  anything in business trans

action , wages see, yo ' take dat an ' yo ' write de whole of : see , yo ' boils it 

SWALLOW BOILED BLACK EGG - AFTER REMOVING SHELL 
AND WRITING ON SHELLED EGG CHAPTER 3 OF JOSHUA 

"YO ' GOT DE WORD OF GOD INSIDE OF IT [YOU ] " 

remove de shell an ' leave dat 
skin on de aig , an ' yo ' write 
de third chap tah of Joshua on 
dat , ovah an '  ovah - j is '  keep 
writin ' all ovah it an '  dat 

will b lack dat [egg ] . An '  take an ' put it  in yo ' mouth an ' swallah it whole ! ! !  
An '  dat breaks up dat arg ' ment [ argument ] .  Break up de arg ' ment o f  anything dey 
wanta do tub yuh , auz yo ' got de word of God inside of it [ you ] an ' nobody can ' t  
do nuthin wit de word of God . 

(And wha t is this egg , an egg o f  what ? )  
A b lack hen .  
(Do you swallow the whole egg? )  
Yeah , chew i t  up so yo ' kin swallah it ! ! !  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1223) , 2078 : 3 . ] 
9379 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  once dat - a woman come an ' tole me , ah don ' t know how 

true dis is . But a woman come an ' tole me once dat she could do anything dat 

TALKING , WITHOUT - GO TO RIVER - THROW IN EGG 
WITH INTENTION OF MOVING A PERSON OUT OF TOWN 

she wanted . Said she could make 
me do anything dat ah wanted tub 
do wit a woman . Said she ' d  bring 
me one aig an ' ah 'm go in ' take 

dat aig ,  aftah she look at it , an ' ah mus t  walk tub de rivah , an ' don ' say a word 
tub nobody , don ' care who meet me , don '  say a word tub nobody , don ' care who meet 
me , don ' say a wo rd tub nobody till ah git tub de rivah an ' throw it in dere an ' 
den come back.  She say dat aig will make ' em leave town . [ Informant ' s intention 
o f  making the p erson move is the power here . ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 12) , 215 2 : 8 . ] 

3 DAYS - SOAK BLACK HEN EGG IN VINEGAR 
THROW OVER HOUSE AT MIDNIGHT TO MOVE 

9380 . Yo ' kin t ake a black hen ' s egg , 
soak it in vinegah 3 days an ' go out at 
midnight at 12 o ' clock , de time de clock 
strike 12 o ' clo ck , an ' throw it ovah de 

house an' dey ' ll move . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 7 ) , 15 62 : 4 . ] 
9 381 .  Yo ' kin git dose chicken aigs an '  go tub a individual do ' .  Take de 

aig an '  throw it on de s t eps  an ' crack it . Well , dat ' s  a warnin ' tub yuh dat 

3 EGGS - CHICKEN OR BIRD - THROWN ON PERSON ' S  
DOORSTEP MOVES HIM - ONE MERELY WARNS HIM 

chew gonna move sometime but yo ' 
don ' know when . But whenevah dey 
take dose aigs an ' dey have somp in 
ag ' inst yuh , why dey ' ll bust three . 

Well , den when dey bust dose three aigs at yuh do ' s tep, nuthin undah de sun kin 
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keep yuh dere . 
(Jus t any old kind of  chicken egg ? )  
Any kind . I t  de very same as de chicken egg , de bird egg [ = you can do the 

same thing with a bird egg] . Regardles s tuh whut kinda aig it is , if yo ' bus t 
dose three , it ' s  real dat chure leavin ' .  [ The use of  b ird eggs is rare for this 
kind of work . ] [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (977-983) , 1588 : 3 . ] 

9382 . Dey kin git three black hen eggs [ an egg from three different hens ] • • •  
fresh� fresh. Soak ' em  in vinegah for nine days • • •  break on top of dere house 

an ' dey ' ll move . [ S ome people kept 
3 BLACK HEN EGGS - EACH FROM DIFFERENT HEN black hens to sell black hen eggs 

to hoodoo believers . Since these 
eggs always had to b e  fresh, fresh , they usually came from different hens laying 
the same day . Unless you saw a black hen dropping the egg , who would know the 
difference ! ]  [New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1204 : 1 . ] 

3 EGGS BROKEN AT DOOR - 1 ON CONSECUTIVE MORNINGS 
WILL DRIVE A PERSON FROM HIS PLACE OF BUSINESS 

9383 . If a man had a posi
tion here an ' yo ' didn ' t 
want ' im here , well yo ' kin 

mawnin ' s  early an ' bust a fresh egg at ' is do ' . 
early an '  bust a fresh egg at ' is do ' .  Bus t it 
four th mawnin '  why he ' ll leave dat business . 

go tuh ' i s do ' fo ' three 
Bust it  dere fo ' three mawnin ' s  

dere fo ' three mawnin ' s ,  de 

(Any kind of a chicken egg ? )  
Any kind of a fresh egg , j is '  bust  one o f  ' em fo ' three mawnin ' s . 
(That will make him leave that place o f  busines s . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

(998)  1 1615 : 1 . ] 
9 384 . Jis ' lak whut ah said j is '  now , if yo ' want somebody tub move . If a 

person in a place an ' yo ' an ' ' im can ' t  git along an ' yo '  want ' im tuh move , why 

3 EGGS FROM BLACK OR RED HEN - EACH MIDNIGHT OR 
4 O ' CLOCK IN MORNING - BREAK 1 ON DOOR TO MOVE 

yo ' bust a chicken aig on de 
do ' an '  dat make ' em move . Yo ' 
have tub bust a aig fo ' three 
nights . Dey bust dem dere 

twelve o ' clock an '  [or ]  fo ' o ' clock , an ' dey gotta be e ithah black hen ' s aig or 
red hen ' s .  [ Red hen is rare under any circumstance . ]  An '  dat ' ll make ' em move , 
but dey got ta bust ' em on de do ' .  

(At either twelve o ' clock or four o ' clock , three nights . )  
Yes ,  sir.  
(How many eggs do you b reak? ) 
One . 
(Just one , you do it  three nights and they move? )  
Yes .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . 1 (SOl) , 545 : 8 . ] 
9 3 8 5 . An '  den ah know anothah way tuh break up two people . Yo ' know j is '  

lak if ah had a wife an '  j is ' say fo ' instance , if mah wi fe would be goin '  tuh 
some fellah or ' nothah , an ' ah wus tub find out dat she wus goin ' wi t ' em ,  an ' 
dey wus Zayin ' up at a certain hour , j is '  any house dat dey wus Zayin ' up at . 

3 EGGS - BURST ONE EACH AT FRONT DOOR - BACK DOOR 
GATE - TO BREAK UP MAN AND WOMAN "LAYIN1 UP" 

[I do not believe I had heard 
the expression shaak up at 
this date . ]  
Ah ' d  walk tuh de front do ' -

git chew three aigs , three hen aigs . Yo ' walk tuh de front do ' an ' yo ' bust one 
of dem hen aig s tuh de front do ' .  Go tuh de back do ' ,  bust it on de [back] do ' .  
Hit it up ' ginst de [ back] do ' .  Bus t it on de  front do ' , den yo ' go tuh de back 
do ' an ' bus t dat othah one on de back do ' .  An ' when yo ' walk out de gate , j is '  
lak yo ' walk out de gate dere , git right in front of dis d o '  an ' throw de othah 
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aig down on de ground an ' bus t it . 
(That o ther egg ? )  
Yes sir . Dat ' ll bus t dem up . Don ' t cay [ care ] how much she in love wit ' im 

or whu t kinda levin ' ' fair [ af fair ] dey have , dat ' s  a guaranteed fact tuh break 
' em up . 

(Any kind of  chicken eggs ? )  
Yes sir , any kinda chicken eggs � I t don ' t make no dif f ' rence whut kind . 

[Brunswick , Ga . , (11 7 5 ) , 1985 : 2 . ]  
9 386 . Jes ' lak if yo ' wanted tuh move anybody from heah dataway , or move 

' em out of a house or anythin ' o f  de kin ' , why yo ' go tuh work an ' yo '  take a 
hen aig an ' yo ' write three letters of dey name . 

3 LETTERS OF VICTI M ' S NAME - EVERY THIRD LETTER 
WRITE ON EGG - AGAINST DOOR AT NIGHT TO MOVE 

(Three letters o f  their name . 
What three let ters do you 
write ? )  

yo ' kin write evah third lettah , j es '  
throw i t  up ' ginst dere do ' at night , 
let it run down . Bus t it .  Well , dey 

Well , yo ' kin go tuh work an ' 
evah third let tah . An ' yo ' ll take it an '  
anywheres ' ginst de wall o f  dere house , an '  
can ' t  stay dere , dey ' ll move . [ S avannah , 

Ga . , (1276) , 2170 : 3 . ] 
3 BLACK HEN EGGS UNDER PERSON' S STEP S  TO MOVE 9 387 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey take 

an ' go to , put undah yuh steps , 
Ga. , (1145) , 1869 : 1 . ] 

a black hen , three b lack hen aigs 
an ' yo ' ll leave - can ' t stay dere . [Waycro ss , 

9388 . Jis ' lak if ah ' m  in dis town an ' 
kill me , want s tuh destroy me or somepin . 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS BOIL - BURY ONE EACH DAY 
FOR 2 MORNINGS WHERE VICTIM WALKS 

no one heah don ' t lak me , wants tuh 
[They tell me ] dat yo ' kin take three 

aig from a black hen an ' boil it . 
Take dose three boiled aig an ' 
j is '  lak de individual travelin ' 
dis way , yo ' bury one dem boiled 
aig de firs ' mawnin ' , on de third 

THI RD EGG ON THIRD DAY THROW UNDER HI S STEP S  

[ second] mawnin ' g o  fuhthah [ f arther ] an ' bury d e  nex ' one , an ' on d e  third mawn
in ' go an '  throw de othah one undah de end of de step s .  An '  dey say dat will git 
dem out chure way . [Waycross , Ga . , (1159 ) , 1932 : 7 . ] 

9389 . Ah ' ve heard ' em  say dey take a chicken aig , an ' say j is '  lak yo ' wus 
livin ' in dis home an ' de rentahs wus worryin ' yo ' or somepin , yo ' could git 

3 FRESH EGGS - ONE AFTER THE OTHER ACRO SS HOUSE 
TO KEEP FROM BEING BOTHERED ABOUT THE RENT 

chew three fresh ones an ' j is '  
go out on one side o f  de house 
an ' j is '  chunk ' em clean ovah 
on de othah [ side ] . Ah imagine 

dat would be hard tuh do . 
( Stops who? ) 

But dey says dat s tops dem from b othahin' yo ' any mo ' .  

Stop de rentahs from wo rryin ' yo ' ,  de man dat chew rent from, or de lady dat 
chew rent from. 

(Oh , they come bothering you about the rent or something of that sort . Any 
kind of  chicken eggs ? ) 

Dey says j is ' fresh aigs . Some fo lks says dey use black hen aigs . [ This is 
an unusual rite .  Most o f  these rites involve a person renting o r  owning the 
whole house . Here we have a person renting a room in the hous e ,  a person who 
does not want to be bothered too often about the rent . In throwing these eggs 
he or she does not move himself or hers el f . I suppose this could also app ly to 
the renter of  the whole house .  Intention can change the normal meaning of  a 
rite. ] [Waycross , Ga. , (1148) , 1873 : 6 . ] 

939 0 . Take a black hen ' s  aig - three hen aigs , black hen aigs . Lak a person 
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bothahin ' yo ' fo ' rent an ' tellin ' yo ' tuh move , yo ' kin take three of dose aigs 
an ' throw it ovah yore hous e ,  an ' dat ' ll keep ' im away from bothahin ' yuh . 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS - THROW OVER YOUR HOUSE - TO STOP 
RENTMAN OR LANDLORD FROM BOTHERING YOU ABOUT RENT 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS THROW ONE AFTER THE OTHER 
ACROSS HOUSE TO MOVE PERSON WITHIN 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS - THROW OVER YOUR HOUSE TO SUNSET 
YOU WILL STAY THERE AS LONG AS YOU LIKE 

de house , across , tuhwards sunset . Throw ' em right 
go till yo ' git ready . Dey can' t put chew out do ' s  
yuh . [Waycross , Ga . , (1077 ) , 1744 : 14 . ] 

(Just throw them over your 
own house?)  
Yes , sir , j is '  chunk ' em 
cro s s  de house . [Waycross , 
Ga . , (1172) , 19 78 : 11 . ] 
9391 .  Dey kin take a b lack 
hen aig an ' throw it across 
de house three t imes an ' 
move a p erson. 
(Do you throw that same egg 
or three different eggs ? )  
Three diffren aigs b ecuz de 
aigs is liable tuh break , 
three t imes . 
(One right after the other , 
and that will make a person 
move? ) 
Yes . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1454 ) , 2642 : 2 . ]  
9 39 2 . If yo ' stayin ' at a 
place an ' don ' t wanta go , 
git three aigs of  a black 
hen an ' throw ' em  right ovah 

ovah yore house an ' yo ' nevah 
[ doors ] , dey won ' t bothtah 

9393 . Ah would git a aig an ' ah would write 
times , an ' ah would throw dat aig ovah de house 

chure name on dat aig three 

3 TIMES WRITE VICTIM' S NAME ON EGG - THROW OVER 
HIS HOUSE - HE WILL BE GONE WITHIN 3 OR 4 DAY S  

an ' bus t  it . An '  ah guarantee 
in three or fo ' day ' s time 
yo ' s  [ you is]  gone . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (956) , 1540 : 3 . ] 
9394 . Yo ' kin take a chick-
en aig if yo ' got a church 
an ' yo ' think dey gonna put 
chew ' way from dat church , 

3 EGGS - CAST ON TOP OF CHURCH - TO REMAIN MEMBER 
wal yo ' take three aigs . 
(Any kind o f  chicken eggs ? )  
Any kind chicken aigs . Take 

' em an ' yo ' go ovah tuh dat church an ' yo ' chunk all three o f  ' um  ovah de top o f  
i t  an '  bus t ' em. An '  dey won ' even put chew ' way from de church . It still yuh 
church right on . [Florence , s .  Car . , (1331) , 229 2 : 7 . ] 

3 TIMES - WRITE HIS NAME ALL ROUND EGG 
12 OR 1 O ' CLOCK AT NIGHT - GO TO HI S HOUSE 

THROW EGG - SAY GO !  TURN ABOUT - DON ' T LOOK BACK 

9 39 5 .  Take a aig yo ' know 
an ' write his name on i t , 
his full name . Write it 
all de way round about three 
times , s ee .  An '  go tuh ' is 

house late at night about twelve or one o ' clock , an ' j is '  throw it out an ' say , 
"Go" ! Like dat . An '  turn aroun ' an ' don ' t  look back an ' go on . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , (606) , 785 : 8 . ]  

9 39 6 . Take a fresh yard egg [ from chicken yard or chicken that runs freely] , 
not a groc ' ry egg • • • write de person ' s name on dat egg • • •  three times • • •  cross de 
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3 TIMES - NAME ON FRESH YARD EGG - IN MIDDLE 
OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER - THROW OVER SHOULDER - CURSE 

Mississipp i  River an ' when 
yo ' gits in de middle • • •  
throw dat egg ovah yore 
shouldah an ' yo ' curs e it . 

Dat breaks ' em  up . [New Orleans , La . ,  
9397 . Dey kin take yuh han ' writin '  

yuh from home . 

(about cylinder 8 21) , 1185 : 6 . ]  
an ' draw yuh from home , an ' dey kin run 

(Well , how do they do that ? )  
Dat ' s by - j is '  as ah fo ' say ,  ah kin take dat an ' 

yuh name ah go tuh de shop an ' ah buy me three aigs , 

3 SHOP EGGS - BUY WHILE CALLING VICTIM' S NAME 
MUST BE BLACK HEN EGGS - WRITE ON EGGS 3 HOLY NAMES 
AND WORD PO�R FOLLOWED BY VICTIM' S NAME - MIDNIGHT 
THROW THESE EGGS IN DIRECTION THAT VICTIM LIVES 

cal ls yuh name . Callin ' 
but ah got t a  guarantee dey 

gotta be black hen aigs . 
[How informant knows eggs 
come from a black hen is 
not explained . ]  An '  twelve 
' clock at night , j es '  de 
direction yo ' is , ah throw 

dat aig an ' bust it . An '  j is '  where she fall , SHE 
(Well , how do you accomplish that ? )  

RUN YUH AWAY OR BRING YO ' BACK.  

Becuz yo ' a r e  comin ' - write chure [ = vic tim ' s ]  name on de aig : "God de Fath� 
God de Son an '  God de Ho Zy Ghost , Power . "  Den yore name come aftah it on de aig . 
De direction yo ' are tuhward de street outs ide , twelve ' clock on de minute . 

(You throw the three eggs? ) 
Throw de three aigs . 
(That ' s  to bring you? ) 
Bring yuh or run yuh , eithah one , whichevah yo ' want done . Dat ' s right . 
(Well ,  how do you signify that you want to run them away or to bring them 

back.  How do you do that ? )  
Tell dem on de egg , yo ' write it . If yo ' right in town - j is '  right heah now 

yo ' wanta run dat fellah dat be nex ' do ' , yo ' j is '  come right by an ' if  ' is baid 
in de middle room , yo ' throw dat right der e .  Well he gone . [eharleston , S .  Car . , 
(519) , 615 : 7 . ] 

9 3 9 8 .  Ah hear ' d  dat chew could take a ole black , 
three of  her aigs . Co ' se ,  ah ' ve hear ' d  it  dif f ' ren ' 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS - WITH THEM RUN THROUGH YOUR HOUSE 
ONCE OUTSIDE - THROW THEM OVER THE ROOF - RUN TO 
OPPOSITE SIDE OF HOUSE - IF ANY EGG UNBROKEN [ ! ] 
CARRY IT INSIDE HOUSE - BREAK ON FLOOR IN CENTER 
OF HOUSE [QUINCUNX RITE ] - PROTECTS YOU AND HOME 

coal-black hen an ' take 
ways , but dis is de way ah 

hear ' d  it . An '  take [ the ] 
three [ eggs ] an ' run through 
de [ your ] house an ' [ reach
ing the outside ] chunk de 
whole three aigs back ' cross 
de house . An ' go back [ go 
to other side of house where 

eggs fel l ]  an ' de one of dose aigs dat doesn ' t bus t ,  yo ' take it . An ' take i t  
right [back into the hous e ]  i n  d e  middle of  d e  house an ' drop it , an ' let it bust 
right in de flo ' where da t stain will be  dere . [ Breaking the egg in center of 
house establishes the fifth point , making this a quincunx rite . ] An' if  someone 
wanted tuh git yuh some way , yore nex ' -do ' neighbahs [ for examp le ] or somepin ; 
wanted yuh tuh git out or wanted tuh move yuh , couldn ' t anything harm yo ' .  

(You run through your own hous e and you throw these eggs . How do you throw 
them now? ) 

Yo ' j is '  run through de house an ' when yo '  hit de ground [ reach out side ] yo ' 
throw all three of ' em ' cross de house . An' dere ' s one ole lady used tuh • • •  

[ I  interrup t . ] 
(Oh , you run through your house and throw those eggs over your house . Then 

you go to the other side and the egg that doesn ' t  burs t • • •  
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[ Informant interrupts me . ] 
Dat doesn ' t bust , why yo ' take it in de hous e an ' drop it right in [ on]  de 

flo ' an ' let it bus t ,  where de s tain will be in de f lo ' . [Waycro ss , Ga . , {1163) , 
1940 : 3 . ] 

939 9 .  I f  a lady wanted yo ' tuh leave from yuh home , an '  yo ' had some chicken 
dat wus black , coal-b lack , an ' yo ' take three o f  do se aigs . De lady dat wan ' 
shoo tub leave home - lak if yo ' wus married an ' yore wife wanted yuh tuh leave , 

3 BLACK HEN EGGS - EGGNOG MADE FROM - ADD 
SALT AND PEPPER - AFTER HE DRINKS SOME - SHE 
PUTS SOME IN A PAPER - STOPS IT UP IN JAR 5 DAY S  
THEN BURNS THAT PAPER - STOPPING UP ASHES IN JAR 
BURIES IT WHERE HE WALKS - HE WILL LEAVE HOME 

she would take dose aigs .  
An '  j is '  lak i f  yo ' wus a man 
dat liked tuh drink an ' she 
would make yuh a aignog ,  an' 
take one or two t easpoons o f  
salt an ' s tir it  in dere , an ' 
a li ' le black peppah . Jes ' 

enough where yo ' maybe tas t e  it an ' maybe not , j is '  enough tub make yuh drink it . 
An '  she would take some o f  dat same peppah out a de same hand [holding the p epper ] 
dat she put in dose aig s .  An '  put ' em in a papah an ' put ' em  in a j ah [ j ar ]  or 
somepin , an '  stop it up fo ' f ive days . She ' ll let it stay stopped up . An ' den 
she go back an ' open dis an ' burn dat peppah an ' stuff , j es '  tub where it git 
hot , an ' stop it up an ' bury it where dat yo ' cross ovah. An ' if she wants yuh 
tub leave , some way or ' nothah somepin goin ' happen dat chew' ll have tuh leave. 

{ She puts it in this bottle , some of the eggnog that has this s tuf f in i t ,  
a fter he has drunk some o f  it . )  

Yes . [Waycross , Ga. , {1163) , 1941 : 1 . ] 
9400 . Ah heard dat chew take a ai g an '  yo ' put de p erson lettah [ initial]  on 

it . Jes ' lak - ah heard it dis way - i f  somebody ' s goin ' wit yore man , yo ' write 
de firs ' lettah of ' is name an ' put a ring round it . Den yo ' write de firs ' 
le ttah of yore name an ' put a ring roun ' dat . Den write de f irs ' let tah of de 

3 RINGS OR CIRCLES AND 3 FIRS T  LETTERS IN 3 NAMES 
IF WOMAN 1 S MAN HAS ANOTHER WOMAN - WRITE FIRST 
LETTER OF HIS NAME ON EGG - DRAW CIRCLE ROUND IT 
WOMAN DOES SAME THING ON SECOND EGG WITH OWN NAME 
THEN ON THIRD EGG - SAME THING WITH OTHER WOMAN 
WRITE ON EACH EGG WHAT YOU WANT DONE - GO TO 
OTHER WOMAN ' S HOUSE - THROW EGGS ON IT - CUS S ING 
MAN AND OTHER WOMAN - RIDS HER OF ONE OR BOTH 

person name dat goin ' wi t mah 
man an '  put a ring roun ' dat . 
Den go all de way roun ' de 
aig lak dat . Den yo ' j es '  
brand i t  all , j es ' lak mark 
it all ovah dat aig . 
{What kind of marks ? )  
Jes ' tell me yo ' j es '  write 
whatevah yo ' want it tuh do . 
(You j ust mark the egg up ? )  

Yes . 
An '  den yo ' take it tuh dat 

person ' s  hous e an ' throw it up in de house an ' cuss ' em  an ' tell ' em  whut j ew  
mean fo ' ' em  tuh do . Dat fix dem . 

{In other words i f  some other woman was going with your man , that is what you 
would do to get rid o f  her? ) 

Yes . 
Ah knew a woman dat ' er husban ' done go ' way from ' er ' bout three yeahs , an ' 

when he come back - he used tub come back an ' he used tuh treat her so mean . 
Aftah he come [back] tuh ' er [after 3 years ] an ' he didn ' t bring anything - an ' 
she used tuh wanta git rid of 1 im .  An '  she d id dis same thing wi t  aig . An '  he 
sure did leave den an ' nevah did b een back. [ Florence , S .  Car . , {1292) , 2191 : 4 . ] 

9401 . Take a aig an ' den she ' ll punch a kno thole [ large hole ] right in de 
centah [ o f  large end ] an ' den she ' ll git [ a  hole ] in de small end yo ' know. An '  
den she ' ll put on each s ide [ 3  sides o f  the width o f  the egg ] three rings : [ and 
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write ] de Fathah , Son 
dere , den yo ' punch a 
shell of ring , making 

an ' Ho ty Ghost [ one in each ring ] . An ' when yo ' put dat 
leas t  li ' le hole in de centah of it , in dat top [ top = 
5 holes = 5 nail wounds in egg ! ] yo ' know . Yo ' take de 

3 RINGS OR CIRCLES : PUNCH HOLE IN LARGE AND SMALL 
ENDS OF EGG - DRAW AND SPACE ROUND BREADTH OR 
BELLY OF EGG 3 CIRCLES EACH HOLDING 1 OF 3 NAMES 
"FATHER" " SON" "HOLY GHOST" - IN CENTER OF EACH 
CIRCLE IS SMALL HOLE - [ 5  HOLES IN EGG ARE 5 WOUNDS 
OF JESUS ON CROSS ] - WITH SPOON DIG SMALL HOLE IN 
GROUND UNDAH DE BACK PART OF YORE HOUSE - THE DIRT 
PUTTING IT OUT AS A GRAVE - SET EGG BIG-END-UP IN 
HOLE - THEN MIX WHISKEY [FOR THE SP IRIT ] - SULPHUR 
( FOR HELL ] - GUNPOWDER [ TO BLOW VICTIM UP ] - � 
OF MIXTURE DROP IN EGG - BURY BIG END UP - COVER 
CALL VICTIM ' S NAME 3 TIME S - TELLING WHAT YOU WANT 

spoon whut chew cook bread 
wit an ' yo ' ll dig it up -
j is '  so it ' s  a spoon yo ' 
uses in yore dinin ' room or 
kitchen . An '  yo ' ll dig a 
li ' le small li ' le hole wit 
dat spoon , an ' throw de 
dirt out j is ' lak if  yo ' 
puttin ' it out as a grave 
or  anythin ' else . Yo ' dig 
a li ' le hole . An '  yo ' ll 
set dat li ' le aig [ in the 
hole ] an ' set it s traight 
up . Den yo ' take some gun

powdahs an ' whiskey an ' sulphuh. Yo ' know ,  gunpowdah an ' whiskey an ' sulphuh . 
An ' den yo ' ll work dem thin ' s tuhgethah , in dat whiskey . An '  den yo '  work s ome 
in dat aig , an ' j is '  keep a-stirrin ' lak dat , an ' put i t  in de aig an '  keep a
stirrin '  i t  lak dat . An '  yo ' set dat aig down [ in the hole ] . Yo ' bury dat aig 
but yo ' bury it undah de back part of  yore house [ remember , houses in the low
lands are raised aboveground ] ,  an ' yo ' ll set it  up dere an '  kivah [ cover ] it 
ovah . But now , yo ' don ' t kivah it deep an ' yo ' don ' bury it deep , but yo ' bury 
it in a way dat chew know nuthin won ' harm it , yo ' know. An '  yo ' ll call  de man 
or de woman , whosomevah i t  is , three times , an '  tell ' em whut chew want . An '  yo ' 
put dat aig down dere . She got ta shore [ sure ] stay in mah house , she ain ' t goin ' 
no place . 

(That is going to keep the man or woman home ? Keep them from running around ? )  
Yeah , dey ' ll  stay a t  home , yo ' see DEY FOLLOWIN ' DAT SPIRIT . [What sp iri t ?  

Surely the sp irit in the victim ' s name called 3 times t o  equal the threefold 
spirit of  the Godhead . ]  [ For ano ther one of these rare center-o f-circle rites , 
see SALT s ection , v . 5 . , margin title beginning CENTER OF PLATE • • • ] [The "5  
WOUNDS" of the margin t itle are not mentioned in the text , the reason why they 
are enclosed in a bracket . From where do the "5 wounds" come ? Notice that the 
egg has 3 circles , each circle having a hole in its  center . Consequent ly the 
egg has 3 holes from the 3 circles . Add to these 2 holes ,  one at each end of the 
egg . Therefore the egg has 5 holes or symbolically 5 wounds from the Cros s . ] 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1382) , 2451 : 2 , ] 

9402 . Jes ' lak dis man is heah in dis house an ' ah didn ' t  want ' im  livin ' 
heah - j is '  lak fo ' ' im tuh move outa heah - ah ' d  git me three aigs an ' dey have 

3 ROTTEN EGGS : WALK 9 STEPS BACKWARDS NOT FORWARDS 
TO VICTIM' S HOUSE - THROW EGGS OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
AGAINST HIS HOUSE - SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT ABOUT 
DO BOTH THESE THINGS DAY OR NIGHT TO MOVE VICTIM 

tub be rotten dough [ though ] ,  
dey have tuh b e  rotten eggs . 
Ah throw dem aigs ag ' inst 
dis house ,  but ah goes nine 
step s  backwards an ' ah throw 
' em ovah mah shouldah . Dat ' s  

whut ah do wit dem aigs den. I t  b e  any t ime o f  night or any t ime of  day . An '  den 
ah come dere an ' spr inkle a l i ' le dus t aroun ' dere , d is same dust whut ah got , 
graveyard dus t , an '  dey couldn ' t  stay dere . Dey go tta leave . 

(You walk backwards from the hous e ? )  
Nine steps , nine s teps backwards . Not backwards from de house , backwards tuh 

de house .  Jis ' lak i f  ah wuz ' cross de s treet , ah ' d  walk backwards tub de house , 
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not from it , den throw ' em ovah mah lef ' shouldah . [ New Orleans , La . , (1574) , 
2896 : 8 . ] 

3 EGGS BURY ON EACH SIDE OF WALK TO YOUR HOUSE 
AFTER PICKING HOLE IN EACH END OF THE EGGS 

WHENEVAH DEM AIGS DRENE OUT • • •  DEY ' LL DRENE WIT 'EM 

9403 . An ' if yo ' got any 
enemy roun ' j oo anywhere dat 
chew wanta git rid of ' im ,  
an ' fo ' evah git rid of ' im,  

yo ' got chure walkway intuh yuh hous e ,  goin ' in . Git chew three aigs an ' bury 
dose three on dat side an ' three on dat side . An ' dig a hole in both end of it  
[egg ] . Dig a hole in de ground about dat deep [ demonstrates ] .  

(About seven or eight inches deep . )  
Yeah , an ' stick it down in dere , an '  kivah it up , an '  when dem aigs drene out 

from dere , dey ' ll be away f rom dere , an ' dey won ' t - dey won ' t give yuh no more 
trouble .  

(You can use six eggs altogether , three on each side o f  the walk , the walk 
coming into the house . )  

Yes sir . 
(Do you put those eggs down in the ground in any special way ? )  
Jis ' put ' em down in any way yo ' want , j is '  since yo ' pick a hole in both ends 

o f  ' em .  
(Any kind of  a chicken egg ? )  
Yes . 
(Raw egg?)  
Yes . 
An '  whenevah dem aigs drene out , why dey ' ll drene wit ' em.  An ' dey won ' t give 

yo ' no mo ' trouble , dey won ' t come back dere no mo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1024) , 1656 : 5 . ] 

9404 . I f  yo ' don ' want nobody 
chew some fresh hen aigs , an '  yo ' 

else tuh move in dat house , yo ' j is '  go an ' git 
[write ]  de name roun ' dat fresh hen aig .  An '  

3 OR 9 EGGS - WRITE ON - NAME OF PERSON YOU DO 
NOT WANT TO MOVE INTO HOUSE - BEFORE SUNRISE 
STANDING ON SUNNY SIDE OF HOUSE - FACE WEST 
AND THROW AGAINST HOUSE - BUT TO MOVE PERSON 
DO THE SAME THING ADDING THE 3 HIGHEST NAMES 

go dere j is '  as de sun ris in ' 
an ' throw dem aigs j is '  on de 
s ide - bust ' em all ovah dat 
house . 
(Which side do you use? ) 
De sunny side of de house .  Jis ' 
go up tuh dat house - j is '  lak 

de sun risin ' ' fo '  day early in de mawnin ' , an ' yo ' go right up tuh dat house an ' 
throw dem aigs up dere , up de side of dat house .  

(You throw tho s e  eggs against the eas t s ide o f  the house and no one will rent 
that house . )  

Go dere ' fo '  sunrise an ' throw ' em ' cross dere . Keep ' em in bad luck , keep 
' em movin ' . Jis ' take dem fresh hen aigs , an ' yo ' don ' lak de person in dat 
house .  An '  yo ' know dey name , yo ' j is '  write de name all ovah dat aig , an ' yo ' 
go dere an ' throw dat aig on dere hous e at sunrise in de mawnin ' . Jis ' lak de 
sun rise disaway , yo ' go dere an ' throw it d isaway [ demonstrates ] .  

(You throw it  the way the sun rises . )  
De sun rises [ demonstrates ] .  
(You throw it and turn to the west , though. You throw it toward the sunset . )  
An '  dey ' ll have tuh go . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1308) , 2213 : 5 . ]  
9405 . Git three fresh aigs an ' bust ' em on de do ' face fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  

Dat ' ll make ' em move . 
(How could you bust thos e on the door-face for nine mornings if you only had 

three eggs ? )  
Ah could . Evah nine mawnin ' s  bus t three fresh aigs on de do ' ' fo '  day . 
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(For how long do you do that ? )  
Fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  3 EGGS EACH MORNING FOR 9 DAYS - 2 7 EGGS 

THROWN AGAINST PERSON ' S DOOR TO MOVE HIM (You only use three eggs altogether? )  
Ah said three aigs evah mawnin ' -

three aigs , fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' bus t ' em  on de face of  de do ' an ' dat ' ll 
make ' em move . [This is an excessive number o f  eggs but anything is possible  

in hoodo o . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(943) , 1524 : 7 . ] 

TURPENTINE INTO EMPTY EGGSHELL FROM WHICH INSIDE 
REMOVED THROUGH HOLE - BURY WHERE PERSON WALKS 

9406 . Git chew a fresh hen , 
black hen aig an ' yo ' put a 
hole in it , an ' aftah dat 
s tuff outa dat aig [ come ] 

outa dere , git chew a bot tle of  turpentine . An '  fill dat aig up wit dat turpen
t ine an ' bury it right where dey have tuh pass ovah i t .  Sure tuh move . 

(That drives them out of the hous e . ) [Jacksonville , Fla . , (600 or 601) , 
7 79 : 4 . ] 

9407 . AH TAKES A DOZEN AIGS . ALL RIGHT . AN 1 AH ' LL BRING 1 EM UP HEAR [ I  AM 
INTERVIEWING ON SECOND FLOOR OF DOWNTOWN BLACK HOTEL ] AN '  AH ' LL SET DOWN AN '  ASK 
YO 1 WHAT ' S CHURE NAME . AN '  YO ' BE SETTIN ' DOWN ON ONE SIDE AN '  AH BE SETTIN ' 
DOWN ON DE OTHAH JIS '  LAK WE BE ' S SETTIN ' NOW. AN '  AH HAVE A DOZEN AIGS AN '  YO ' 
DON ' T  KNOW NUTHIN ABOUT IT , AH HAVIN ' MAR HAT LAYIN ' OVAH DEM. AN '  EVAH TIME AH 
ASTS [ASK] YO ' WHAT CHURE NAME AN '  AH JIS ' KEEP A-WRITIN ' IT ON DE AIGS AN '  TALK
IN ' WIT CHEW RIGHT ON . ALL RIGHT . AN ' DEN DEY TAKES DEM AIGS AN '  PUTS ' EM , AN '  
PUTS CHURE NAME ON ' EM AN '  DYES ' EM JIS ' ABOUT DE COLAH OF DAT WALL DERE , DARK 
BLUE . An '  dey take dem aigs , dey takes one tuh de windah , fo ' at de steps , an ' 

12 EGGS - AUTHOR ' S  NAME ON - DYED BLUE 
BURIED AT WINDOWS AND DOORSTEPS 

de rest  o f  ' em at de back do ' .  All dem 
is left , chew know , from gwine roun ' to 
de windah an ' de front step s . But chew 
puts even [number o f ]  aigs on de front 

s teps , but chure name is on dem aigs .  An '  dey ' ll let ' em stay undah dere so many 
days [ o r ]  so many weeks . An '  den dey ' ll go an ' dig dem aigs up . If yo ' don ' go 
out dere yuhsel f , someone goin ' tell yuh tuh go an' dig aroun ' undah yuh do ' s tep.  
An '  when yo ' dig  roun ' undah yuh do ' s tep , see  dem aigs settin '  down dere , an ' 
suddenly yo ' go in '  b e  hunt [hunting ] fer ' em. Yo ' j is '  a feelin ' in yuh mind 
yo ' b e  hunt [ hunting ] fer dem. An '  when yo ' go dere yo ' dig down .  All right 
yo ' ll pick up dem eggs an ' dey ' ll j is '  bus t away , j is '  bus t , an ' all de stuff 
git right on yuh an' dat ' s de end . 

(What will that do ? Why do they bury thos e eggs under the doors tep ? ) 
Dat ' s  tuh run yo ' crazy . Jis ' lak - dere ' s  two things dat dey ' ll do tuh yuh . 

Dey kin run yo ' crazy wi t  ' em.  An' den i f  yo ' got a wife - j is '  [ like ] ah got 
a wife heah an ' she done quit me . Ef ah go an '  take dem eggs an ' bury ' em undah 
' er do ' step an '  she don ' come back , she ' ll go crazy . An ' when she come back tuh 
me , she can ' t  leave me no mo ' .  An '  she kin take ' em an ' go an ' bury ' em undah 
yuh do ' step , an ' if yo ' don ' go back tuh ' er yo ' ll go crazy or eithah yo ' won ' t 
live wit nobody else but ' er ,  until she dig ' em up . 

(The fir s t  you said , it was to s et somebody crazy , but they have 
eggs though . Doesn ' t somebody break them or they won ' t work? That 

Yo ' ain' t got ta bothah. Yo ' j is '  goin ' tuh feel tuh go out dere 
undah yore do ' step , or maybe j is '  yo ' wanta see sompin an '  yo ' j is '  
dere or somep in . 

to find 
r ight ? ) 
an ' dig 
diggin ' 

those 

round 
undah 

( I f  they bury those  eggs under your doorstep and you don ' t find them , does 
that have any effect on you?)  

Yes , if she don ' t nevah go an' find dem , dey do ' s  j is '  as much ha rm  if she 
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don ' go  an ' fine [ find] dem as  it  does tuh fine dem.  De  name is  on dem eggs . 
[Jacksonville , Fla . , (599) , 7 7 8 : 4 . ] 

9408 . She says she had some trouble with her stepchildren - she married this 
man - of co ' se they [ she and s tepchildren ] couldn ' t  get along . An' so she was 
ready to give up everything and leave. So somebody directed her to some woman 

12 HOURS - LET SMALL END OF EGG STAND UP IN SALT 
AND COVER LARGER PART OF EGG WITH SULPHUR - THEN 
REMOVE EGG WRITING ON IT VICTIMS ' NAMES AND BURST 
IT AGAINST OUTS IDE OF THEIR ROOM - LEAVE WITHOUT 
LOOKING BACK - 9TH DAY CONFUSION - 11TH DEPARTURE 

down in Augusta , Georgia . 
Ah was from Augusta . So 
she went down there to see 
this woman . So after talk
ing with this woman , this 
woman advised her instead 
of giving up her home to 

j ust  go back home and : Get a fresh egg, a fresh- layed egg, and take this egg and 
plaae it in - [place]  the tip of the egg in salt halftJay, and finish aove'l'ing 
this egg with sulphur, [ le t  it s tand ] for �e lve hours. Remove this egg then 
from the sulphur and w'l'ite the parties ' names aU over this egg with a lead pen
ai l.  Take this egg and go outdoors to the room where these parties s leep [ the 
room was in her own house and occupied by the s tepchildren] and throw it against 
the house. And as you throw this egg, aal l  this parties ' names . And this egg 
wi l l  bust, and you turn I'ight around and go on about your business and don ' t  look 
baak. And she said, ' Within nine days somepin wi l l  happen [ egg supposed to bust 
in 9 days - see e lsewhere] and that somepin would be some aonfusion in the home 
with these parties that is aausing the troub le with you and your husband; or, 
these ahildren would be foraed to move away. ' Well ,  she says she did that . And 
o f  course after - she s aid the eleventh day though , the eleventh day , this row 
came up and these children moved out . They were all grown and married . And she 
s aid for six years they hadn ' t been back . And they ' ve gotten along j ust f ine , 
she says , she and her husband . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (171) , 250 : 3 . ] 

9409 . Take a new aig an ' wri te his name on d is aig , say all de way ovah dis 
aig , yo ' see , an '  den on top-a dis name , put on dere , "Come back home . "  Yo ' see , 

TWELVE TIMES - WRITE ABSENT MAN ' S NAME ON NEW EGG 
ALSO WRITE ON IT 3 TIMES "COME BACK HOME" - THEN 
WRITE ON PAPER HIS NAME CROSSWAYS 12 TIMES -�E 
12 "X ' s" - FINALLY PUT HER NAME 12 TIMES ON HIS 
NAME - WRITE ALL NAMES COMING INTO YOUR HOUSE [KEEPING THE FRONT DOOR TO YOUR LEFT WHILE ] 

WRITING DOES THIS FOR RIGHTHANDED PERSON 
SHE ROLLS UP EGG AND PAPER IN CLOTH - BURIES 
EGG SHARP POINT UP AT FOOT OF STEPS - BIG POINT 
OR LARGE END DOWN - EGG LEANING TOWARDS HOUSE 
SHE WILL HEAR FROM HIM WHERE HE IS AND ALONG WAY 
AS PART OF PRECEDING RITE WOMAN BOTTLES HER URINE 
SHAKES IT - CALLING 3 TIMES "HENRY COME HOME" 
SHE KEEPS BOTTLE UNDER PILLOW UNTIL HI S RETURN 

"Come back home . " Den take 
j is ' wheres omevah he at , take 
' is name an ' put on some 
writin '  papah , crossways , dat 
way [ demonstrates ] about 
twelve times . An '  take her 
name an ' she put ' er name 
right on hit twelve t imes 
comin ' tuh de house . No 
mattah where he is , if he 
is in New York or where ,  
he ' ll come . An '  she ' ll heah 
from ' im wherevah he comes 
[ from] an ' wherevah he stop 
right befo ' he git home . 
(What does she do with that 
egg ? )  
She takes dat aig an ' t ie it 

up yo ' see . Rol l  dat egg up tight in a li ' le p iece of  c loth ab out three or fo ' 
diff ' ren ' t imes , an ' put ' is name right in dere as ah say on dat papah , an ' bury 
it  r ight tuh de foot of de s teps . Now , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' bury it  tuh de foot 
of de s tep s  wit dat sharp point up , de big point of de aig down an ' lean it . Ah 
would lean it [whole egg ] j is '  ' bout dat way [ demons trates ] comin ' from out de 
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street tuh de steps , comin ' in de do ' . 
(Have it  leaning toward the door ? )  
Dat ' s right . 
(Any kind of chicken egg ? ) 
Any kind , no matter whut kind of aig , long as i t  is a aig . 
(She will write her name twelve times and then she will write your name twelve 

times . )  
Wrote his name twelve times an ' den put ' er name de same way , lak yo ' carry 

his name dis way an ' take her name an ' s tart it comin ' back dat way . 
(Well , now does her name go away f rom the hous e • • •  ? )  
Her name an ' his own comin ' right tuh de house . 
Dere is anothah part on dat . Yo ' take dis an ' git ' is name , as ah tell yo ' .  

Yo ' undahs tan ' me? An '  git a bot tle an ' take her watah . Ah mean ' er nightwatah , 
pee . An '  put it  in dere an ' shake it an ' call ' is name three times - j is ' what
evah ' is name am - " Henry come home - Henry come home - Henry come home . "  An ' 
lay it dere right undahneath ' er pillah . In a short time or about fo ' or five 
days he ' ll be there. 

{You use all these  things , altogether . 
to use that bottle . ) 

Yo ' ll have to use the egg and you have 

All at de same time . [Savannah , Ga . , (1271) , 2250 : 5 . ] 
9410 . Ah ' d  git me two aigs .  Ah ' d  break dem both ' cross mah house - see , 

' cros s on de top - befo ' de sunrise.  Break dem both ' cross mah house . Ah says , 

2 EGGS THROW OVER OWN HOUSE BEFORE SUNRISE WITH 
INCANTATION - TO RID HOUSE OF UNWELCOME PERSON 

"Go l Ah nevah be ' s seein ' yuh 
no mo ' • " Dat ' s befo ' ah break 
mah aigs . Ah ' m  breakin ' ' em  
all de time right ' cross  mah 

house . Dey ' ll move out an ' yo ' nevah will see ' em  no mo ' .  
{Do you throw that across your own hous e or across the house of the person 

that you Wanta move? ) 
Throw i t  ' cross yo ' 

see ' em no mo ' .  Throw 
own hous e an ' 
it across yuh 

dey ' ll move clean out an ' yo ' nevah will 
own house . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (591) , 

2 EGGS UNDER HOUSE TO MOVE 

aigs , s ee ,  an ' put undah dat 
(Any kind of eggs . )  

76 2 : 5 . ] 
9 411 . Take de aigs sometime , don ' t  chew know , an ' 
j es '  lak if anybody have a house again ,  take two 
house an ' dey ' ll move . 

Any kind of eggs .  [ Waycro s s , Ga. , {1118) , 1796 : 4 . ] 
9412 . Take a egg from a black hen , two black hens [ 1  egg from each hen ] • • •  

throw it [ the 2 eggs ] on the house an '  it ' ll bus ' an ' dey ' ll go away from de 

TWO BLACK HEN EGGS - BURST AGAINST HOUSE 

2 EGGS - WRITE ON - BREAK IN FRONT OF HOUSE 
PROTECTS AGAINST POLICEMAN OR ANYONE 

house .  [ New Orleans , La . , (859 ) , 
about cylinder 136 7 . ] 
9413 . Why yo ' kin take dose f resh 
aigs , j es '  any fresh aigs outa a 
fresh nest . 
(How many? )  
Two , yes suh , an ' write on ' em  [what 

you want done ] an ' take an ' bust ' em up in de front o f  yore  house , an ' it  will 
stop de policeman , anyone comin ' roun ' dere tuh harm yo ' . It will do s o .  

2 EGGS - BURY UNDER HOUSE - INCANTATION 
[ Sumt er , s .  Car . , (136 3 ) , 2404 : 18 . ] 
9414 . Yo ' j es '  kin take two fresh aigs 
an' bury ' em an ' say , "Make dis person 

change ' is min ' an ' let me s tay heah , "  an ' bury it  underneat ' de hous e .  An ' when 
dem nine days is up , evahthing will b e  all right j es '  lak it always b een . 
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(They can ' t make you move out of the house? ) 
No , can ' t  make yo ' move out . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 2404 : 4 . ] 
9415 . Den yo ' kin take two aigs an ' write dey name on ' em ,  j es '  lak yo ' 

wanted a person drove away from heah . If dey cain ' t do yo ' no good , dey won ' t 

2 EGGS - NAME ON - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 
do nobody else . Yo ' kin take two 
aigs an ' write dere name on ' em 
an ' throw ' em in runnin ' watah . 

Go tuh de rivah an ' throw ' em in runnin ' 
time , dey min ' [mind ] goin ' all de time . 

(Any kind of chicken egg ? )  

watah . Dat ' ll keep ' em  goin ' all de 
Dat ' ll fin ' ly run ' em  crazy . 

Fresh chicken aigs . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1522) , 2714 : 6 . ] 
9416 . An ' den ah kin [ take ] a aig ag ' in - JIS ' LAK YO ' WUZ MAH OLE MAN OR 

SOMEPIN ANOTHAH an ' yo ' had a woman an ' ah knew ' er name . Write both of yo ' all 
[you all ]  name on each one of dese aigs j is '  lak ah wuz showin ' yo ' [ Cylinder 

2 EGGS - HUSBAND ' S  NAME ON ONE - GIRL FRIEND ' S  
ON OTHER - MASH THOSE 2 EGGS TOGETHER - HOLDING 
THEM OVER RIVER - "AH BUS '  YO ' ALL UP IN DE NAME 
OF DE LORD" - TAKE SHELL HOME - PARCH TO POWDER 
SPRINKLE ABOUT HOUSE AND BED AND DOOR - SEPARATED 

changed , also author ' s  sex ! ] 
JIS ' LAK YO ' WUZ A LADY [no
tice lady not woman ] . Ah 
heard yo ' were wi t mah bus
ban '  an ' ah knew yuh name . 
Well , ah would put yuh name 
on one egg an ' mah husban ' 

on de o thah one . Good fresh aigs . An '  ah ' d  [ I  would ] go tuh de r ivah an ' ah 
wanted yo ' all to scat out an ' separated , why ah ' d  go to de rivah an '  j is '  In de 
Name of de Lord, say , well ,  "Ah bus ' [bus t ]  yo ' all up In de Name of de Lord. " 
J is '  t�ke dose eggs an ' j is '  smash ' em tuhgethah . Jis ' stan ' dere an '  hol ' dem 
[hold them over the water ]  until dey dreens [ drain ] out [ o f  the shells ] .  Den 
yo ' takes dese shells an '  yo ' bring dese shell home . Well , yo ' put dis shell 
on top of yuh s tove if yo ' kin , or somepin clean glittah [ glitter ] , where dere 
ain ' t no grease at , an ' parch dat shell good an '  brown .  An ' take dat [powdered 
or small pieces of shell ] an ' sprinkle it all ovah yuh house , an ' all in yuh 
baid , an ' all aroun ' yuh doah j is '  as much - lightly , yo ' know , take an ' sprinkle. 
He wu ' d  [would ] nevah think of ' er [ again ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 62) , 1553 : 10a . ] 

9417 . Now, if  yo ' cons tantly come tuh mah house , an ' maybe ah ' m  carryin ' on 
somepin dat ah wouldn ' t want chew tuh come in mah house , ah wouldn ' t  wan ' tuh be 

2 HEN EGGS - YOU BORROW FROM YOUR VICTIM 
PASS  HIS HOUSE AT 6 OR 12 O ' CLOCK - DAY OR NIGHT 
D IG HOLE - BURY EGGS INCH APART - SAY INCANTATION 

Ali DON ' WAN ' CHEW TUH CROSS OVAl! HEAH NO MO ' 
NOWJ AH WAN ' CHEW TUH STAY ON DIS SIDE 

AN '  AH 'M GON 'A STAY OVAH HEAl! 

bothahed wit chew. Ah wan ' 
tuh make yo ' leave an ' don ' 
come back.  Ah go an ' borrah 
two eggs from yuh , says , "Ah 
j es '  got ta have some aigs . 
Will yo ' loan me two until 
ah gits some more? Ah ' ll 
give dem back tuh yuh tub

morrah or such a day . "  
[ I  interrupt . ] 

If  yo' ' go pas t dere house at night , at six or twelve • • •  

( In the morning or night? ) 
In de morning or night , at six or twelve . Ah dig a hole dere an ' ah put de 

eggs down dere an '  ah say ,  "Now dis is tuh divide yo ' an ' me . "  An ' ah put an 
inch space between de aigs . "Ah don ' want chew tuh cross ovah heah no mo ' . " Ah 
say dat when ah put ' em down . "Now ah wan ' chew tuh s tay on dis s ide an ' ah ' m  
gon ' a  stay ovah here . "  Don ' let yo ' cross , yo ' see . [Mob ile , Ala . , (650) , 843 : 3 .] 

9418 . An '  if yo ' wanta send somebody away , take a black hen aig an ' when 
yo ' urinate , yo ' urinate on dat black hen aig .  An '  when yo ' go out de gate , 
throw dat ahin ' yo ' an ' let ' im bus t .  Dat ' s  whut ah hear ' d  ' em [ say ] but now 
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URINATE ON BLACK HEN EGG - AS YOU GO OUT THEIR 
GATE - BREAK EGG BEHIND YOU TO MOVE THE PEOPLE 

URINATE ON EGG FIRST THING IN THE MORNING 
AFTER CARRYING IT PRECEDING DAY 12 HOURS 
MASH IT AGAINST DOORKNOB TO MOVE PERSON 

ah don ' t know • • •  

[ I  interrup t . ] 
(When you go out the gate how 
do you throw it ? )  
Jes ' throw dat aig behin ' yo ' , 
yo '  know , an ' s ee , it ' ll bus t .  
An '  d e  people dere will move 
away . 
(That will make them move out 
of the house . )  [Brunswick , Ga. , 
(1202) , 2019 : 2 . ]  
9419 . (To make this person 
move out o f  the house what do 
you do ? ) 
Take dat aig an ' to te i t  in yore 
pocket fo ' one day , twelve hours . 

An ' when yo ' go tuh sleep dat night , de firs t thing yo ' do · in de mawnin ' when yo ' 
git up , yo ' pee on dat aig . An ' when dey ain ' t nobody lookin ' , smash against de 
do ' knob , right up agains t de do ' somewhere about de do ' knob . An '  dey ' ll move 
outa dat hous e .  [Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1220) , 2071 : 7 . ] 

URINATE ON BLACK HEN EGG 9 MORNINGS - THROW IT 
AGAINST RIVAL 1 S DOOR TO SEPARATE HER AND YOUR MAN 

9420 . Yes sir , ah heard dat 
if yo ' [woman ] go t a [man ] 
frien ' dat go wi t  anothah 
woman , yo ' kin git a b lack 

hen aig an '  make watah on it fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an '  go by dere an '  throw it on 
dis woman do ' , see . I t  shore will break . S ee , dat will break ' em. 

(That wil l  b reak that woman and your sweetheart up . )  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1219) , 
2069 . ] 

942 1 .  A lady tole me , say yo ' cud [ could ] 
man an ' de woman is  mean tuh yuh [ can ' t quite 

take a chicken aig ,  if yo ' got ta 
unders tand this lowland dialect ] .  

URINE OF MAN IN BOTTLE - WOMAN BREAKS EGG INTO 
Say yo ' cud take de chicken 
aig , a fresh aig j is '  a hen 
laid , an ' yo ' take dat an ' yo ' 

b reak ' em [ the egg ] up . 
a bot tle an '  s top i t  up , 
[would ] give dose t ' in ' s 

(I  see . ) 
But ah nevah tried it . 

541 : 2 . ] 
9422 . Put dat [ urine ] 

yo ' kin put a aig in dere 

Break ' em [ egg ] in 
an ' beah [bury ] it 
[ things ] up . 

dis man ahambah Zye .  An '  put i t  in 
undahneat ' de house . Say he wod 

Dat ' s  whut she tole me . [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (49 7 ) , 

in a bottle an '  put de needles an '  pins in it . An ' 
an ' when dat aig busts , dat person will die . 

(They put this chamber Zye in 

URINE OF VICTIM IN BOTTLE WITH NEEDLES AND PINS 
this b o ttle , and needles and 
pins . Any number o f  them? ) 
Any number of p ins , any kin ' 
o f  a aig . Dey bury dat bottle 

an ' when dat aig rots an ' bust , yo ' bloat up [ and bust ? ] .  [Algiers , La . , ( 1584) , 

URINATE ON BLACK HEN EGG IN CUP - 9 MORNINGS 
9TH MORNING THROW CUP AND EGG AGAINST DOOR 

2953 : 3 . ] 
942 3 .  Jis ' lak if  dere anybody 
yo ' wants tuh make move from any
wheres , why yo ' git a b lack hen 

aig ,  fresh aig .  Git somebody whut ' s  got [black ] chickens , yo ' know. Be shore 
i t ' s  a black hen. An' git dat aig an '  put it in a co ffee cup an ' yo ' pee on it 
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fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  j is '  lak dis mawnin '  make d e  ninth mawnin ' ,  why yo ' go 
tuh dat place where dey s tay ;  an ' j is '  throw de cup an ' aig an ' all up side de 
do ' , an ' he gain ' leave dere - he j is '  move . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1201) , 2 016 : 10 . ] 

9424 . [Here is  a delightful rite and a special favorite of  mine , informant 
not knowing I was a pPeaaheP and long familiar with some of the churchly (I 
avoid the word Chris tian) problems . There are several more preacher problems 
s cattered through the text . Not expecting much information from informan t ,  I 

URINE OF PREACHER IN EGGSHELL WITH SNAIL 
PUT BENEATH PULP IT BY MEMBERS OF HIS CHURCH 
TO SLOW HIM DOWN - AGE HIM - DRIVE HIM AWAY 

was a little late turning on re
cording machine . ]  
(They took the egg out o f  the egg
shell? ) 
Take de aig out , yessuh , an ' dey 

[ the church members ] take a snail. Dey can ' t  do yo ' no harm until dey git some 
o f  yo ' [ some part o f  your body ] . Den dey got some of ' is [ the preacher ' s ]  hair 
from de haid , den dey put it in de aigshell . Den dey got some of ' is watah an ' 
put in de aigshell . An ' he [ preacher ] stay in dat row [quarrel with the church 
members ] until he left dere . He couldn ' t  stay ' way an ' be couldn ' t stay dere 
[ for a long t ime but finally be left ] . 

(Where did they put this ? )  
Ah don ' know but h e  found it , i t  been dere . 
(Where did he find i t ? )  
Right up undah d e  pulpit whlh he s o t  [ sat ] on . 
(Under his pulpit in the church? )  
Yassuh , but no t right  up undah d e  pulpit , ' neat [beneath ] it . See , j is '  lak 

dis table heah [holds my machine between informant and me ] , up in heah [ here ] . 
Yessuh , right in de chu ' ch [ church ] . 

[ Informant forgets all about the snail , so did I ,  but for its use see margin 
t i t le SNAIL , pp . 648-649 , v. l .  This snail rite s towed down the preacher,  made him 
s Zowfu Z ,  not s ZothfuZ  - see p . 6 4 8 ,  4 lines from bottom of page for word s ZowfuZ .  
How could anything be buried under the pulp i t ?  We have here a small country 
church built off  the ground with an air place and earth under the building . How 
could the church members obtain preacher ' s  urine? There are many examples in 
Hoodoo showing how this could be  done , but the following should be sufficient : 
rites 4143-415 1 ,  pp . 2568-2569 , v. 3 . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , (701) , 960 : 1 . ] 

9425 . (A black hen egg? What do they do with that ? )  
Well,  dey claims dat dey write chure name on dat an ' yo ' put dat in vinegah 

an ' let it  stay dere nine days . An '  den yo ' break it ovab de person ' s  do ' , if 

VINEGAR - 9 DAYS IN - BLACK HEN EGG WITH NAME 
GUINEA FOWL BEING A NOI SY BIRD I S  BETTER 

BREAK ITS EGG ON DOOR FOR NOISE AND CONFUSION 

yo ' wan ta make ' em move . 
(You j ust write the name on this 
egg , 1 ust  once? )  
Yeah , once on de aig , an '  yo ' put 
it in vinegah . Leave it s tay 

dere nine days , an '  den yo ' throw it ovah dey do ' .  
Also a guinea aig . A guinea aig is mos tly bettah den de black hen aig .  [ THIS 

MAY BE MY ONLY EXAMPLE OF A GUINEA EGG. ] Although lotsa people believes in de 
black ben aig ,  but a guinea goes roun ' de house makin ' fuss all de time . Yo ' 
know, yo ' no tice dat ?  [ Guinea fowls considered a s  good a s  a watch dog . ] An '  
if  yo ' wanta make fuss an ' keep confusion , yo ' git dat guinea aig , yo ' see , an ' 
dat keeps de confusion . 

(You do the same thing as you did with the black ben egg . ) [Algiers , La . , 
( 15 80) , 2917 : 1 . ] 

942 6 . Ah don ' know whetbab it ' s  so or not , but dey tell me yo ' kin take a 
black hen aig an '  yo '  kin - if yo ' wants a person tub stay ' way from yuh house -
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take a b lack hen aig an '  put it  up in vinegah till it becomes long , yo ' know . 
Yo ' know vinegah will make a aig git small as dis fingah [ demonstrates finger ] ,  

VINEGAR - BLACK HEN EGG SOAKED IN - WILL MAKE 
DAT HEN AIG STRETCH LAX A STRING - VINEGAR SOAKED 

EGG BREAK AT VICTIM' S DOORSTEP OR ENTRANCE WAY 

j is '  stretch it . An '  says , 
an '  aftah dat aig gits where 
' bout it s tretches , yo ' • • • if 
yo ' put a aig in vinegah - ah 
don ' know whethah yo ' have 

experienced dat or not , but vinegah wi ll make a aig s tretch . [ I f  reader does not 
believe this , an egg and vinegar are an inexpensive experiment . ]  Jis ' put a aig 
in a bottle . Yo ' kin put a aig in one small bottle , ain ' t  no mo ' ' en [more than] 
hole dat big [ demons trates ] . Yo ' kin put a hen aig in dere by put tin ' dat hen 
aig in vinegah . Yo ' see , vinegah will make dat hen aig s tretch lak a s tring . 

We ll , yo ' kin put it  in vinegah , a b lack hen aig .  Dey tell me dey do dis . 
An '  yo ' kin take dat b lack hen aig an ' if  ah don ' wan ' chew tuh mah house , ah kin 
b reak dat aig whilst it ' s  got dat vinegah in it , an ' ah kin j is '  str� [archaic 
for s trew = to s catter ] it around mah do ' step or e ithah way , mah entrance way , an ' 
yo ' cant [ can not ] come in dere . Anybody kin come dere ' scusin ' [ excusing = 
excep t ]  yo ' .  IF YO ' START IN DERE WHY YO ' D  HAVE SECH PAIN YO ' D  FALL ' FORE YO ' 
COULD MAKE IT . 

But whethah dat dere is true , now ah don ' t say dat is true . [ Waycross , Ga . , 
( 1120a) , 1800 : 8 . ] 

942 7 .  That ' s  when you want to break up a man an ' woman . 
(How would they do that ? )  

Yo ' wri te de names . Yo ' write yore name on dat aig an ' den yo ' - yo ' can 
break i t . Yo ' b reak dat egg j us t  wherevah dat man or woman walks - j us t  break 
it . Dat breaks things . Any little thing she • • •  

WALK - WHERE MAN AND WOMAN - BREAK EGG ON WHICH 
YOU HAVE WRITTEN THEIR NAMES - TO SEPARATE THEM 

[ I  interrupt . ] -
(Whose name do you write on 
this egg? ) 
De man ' s ,  j ust  whoevah yo ' want 

to b reak ' em up . Jus t like if yo ' want to write - j us t  like if  yo ' want to break 
up [ a  man ] an ' a woman , well yo ' wri te their name on dat . 

(Oh l I see . ) 
Each name , all de way around dat egg .  

righ t  where dey have t o  walk on . 
Den take i t  some place an ' break it , 

(I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 85 ) , 1090 : 5 . ] 
942 8 .  An '  den yo ' kin take a black hen aig an ' yo ' kin write - j is '  lak yo ' 

wanta run me off  or somepin lak dat . Yo ' kin wri te mah name on dat black hen ' s  

WALL AGAINST WHICH BED RESTS - AGAINST OUTSIDE 
OF IT - THROW BLACK HEN EGG WITH VICTIM ' S NAME 

aig . Jis ' run me off  an '  mah 
wife will s till be dere . Or 
eithah yo ' kin run mah wife off 
an ' ah s tay dere - ah still be 

dere . Bus t it  up agains t dat house where de haid of dat b aid turnt [ the foot of 
the bed being in a direction opposite from the operator o f  the rite facilitates 
the victim ' s departure and avoids any possib le collision between the two ] . [Way-

WAR WATER AND RAW EGG IN BOTTLE UNDER STEPS 

cros s , Ga . ,  (1135 ) , 1845 : 8 . ] 
9429 . Take a egg • • •  

[ I  interrup t . ]  
(Will you talk a little bit louder , 
please . )  
Take a raw egg an ' war watah an '  
put it intuh a bottle . An '  bury 

it up undah de step s  an ' dat ' ll cuz ' em tuh move . [ War water causes confusion 
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within . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 830) , 12 32 : 2 . ] 
9 430 . They take a b lack hen egg an ' cayenne peppah an ' guinea watah - er , 

yes - an '  chuck it  at yore door . 
(What is that ?  What else do they take , now ? )  
Cayenne peppah , yes ; a black hen egg • • • 

(A black hen egg and then what? )  
An '  guinea - not guinea . Aw shucks they call i t  • • •  

(A black chicken egg . ) 
A b lack chicken egg , cayenne peppah • • •  

(Yes , all right . )  
An '  yo ' mix dat togethah . 
(What do you mix now ,  what kind o f  water? )  
War>" water ! 
(Oh !  All right ! )  
An '  yo ' take an '  yo ' chuck i t  at dere door . Now , yo ' see , yo ' take a black 

hen egg by itself an '  yo ' chuck dat at yore door fo ' nine mornings , an '  dat makes 
yo ' move an ' makes yo ' an ' yore husband or yo ' an ' yore neighbor fight until yo ' 

WAR WATER - CAYENNE PEPPER - BLACK HEN EGG - THROW 
AT DOOR 9 MORNINGS - MOVES YOU OR SENDS TO JAIL 

go to j ail . 
(I see . All right . )  

Now , dat war water , j us t  
sprinkle it  all around yore 

door . An' yo ' j ust  take a whole bottle of it an ' mix it wit cayenne peppah an ' 
den chunk it  an ' it bus ts at yore doo r .  Yo ' are sure to go to j ail . 

WATER RUNNING - EGG WITH NAME INTO - RUNS CRAZY 
( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , 
( 845) , 1293 : 2 . ] 

que s tion what informant had s aid before recording 
(How do you run them crazy with an egg ? )  

9431 . [ I  now repeat in form of  
began . ] 

Well ,  yo ' kin take dat aig an ' put dey name on it  an ' throw it  in runnin ' 
watah . Run ' ' em crazy . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1313) , 2 2 36 : 4 . ] 

9432 . A black hen aig . Yo ' take a black hen aig an ' where dere a person yo ' 
don ' lak , yo ' write dere name on dat aig an ' throw it into runnin ' watah , an ' de 

WATER RUNNING - NAME ON BLACK EGG - THROW INTO 
DAT 'LL RUN 'EM OFF 

person leave town . Don ' care 
whut time dey goes , dey not 
satis fied in dere min ' - keep 
dere min ' s tirred up an ' down . 

Dey cain ' t res t nowhere dey go . 
Car . , (1495) , 2664 : 20 . ] 

Dey goin ' tub wandah all de time . [Wilson ,  N .  

9433 . Take a b lack hen chicken egg an ' i t ' s lak - dat ' s  anothah way yo ' kin 
do a p erson hahm [harm] . Yo ' know , lak yo ' wanted tuh git rid o f  somebody or 
run ' em off or sompin .  Yo ' d  write dere name on a black hen aig an ' throw it in 
de rivah an ' dat ' ll run ' em off  yo ' know. [Waycross , Ga . , (1092 ) , 1759 : 2 . ] 

WATER RUNNING : RUN THROUGH YOLK - HERE CALLED 
RED OF DE AIG - 3 NEW NEEDLES - WRAP IN RED 
FLANNEL - THROW OVERBOARD - TO MAKE YO ' WANDER 

9434 . Yo ' ll take dat chicken 
aig , de red [ ! ]  o f  de aig . An '  
den yo ' ll git chew three needles , 
new-bran ' [brand-new]  needles , 
an ' yo ' run i t  through dat , de 

red of de aig.  An '  yo ' wrap it wit red flannen an ' den throw it ovahbo ' d .  Well , 
it  don ' kill yo ' ,  j is ' make yo ' wandah - wandah aroun ' . 

(How do you know that you have the right person? ) 
Oh ! well ,  yo ' go tub work an '  pick up de right person through a card [having 

for tune told by cards ] .  Write de name of de pers on on de aig . 
(On the outside of  the egg , before you break it  and get the yellow? ) 
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Yeah , yeah , git dere name an ' j es '  write it - write dere name . [These  3 new 
needles , symb olizing the 3 Holy Names are here worked through yolk taken from 
egg , but I now believe the yolk was le ft in the egg and the needles worked through 
the shell and crossed inside - see No . 9272 , p . 3736 . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1217 ) , 
206 8 : 4 . ] 

9435 . [ They ] tell me yo ' kin take a aig 
yo ' , an '  j is '  make a wish an ' throw dat egg 

an ' go dere , an ' don ' t let ' em see 
at de house , dey tell me , an ' dey 

WISH - BREAK EGG AGAINST HOUSE - TO MOVE PEOPLE 

WISH BAD THINGS - THROW EGG AGAINST HOUSE 

will move . [ Jacksonville , 
Fla . , ( 620) , 793 : 6 . ] 
9436 . Ah ' d  [ I  would ] take a 
fresh [black] hen egg an ' ah ' d  
take an ' throw it an ' break it  

on top o f  yore house , an'  make a wish fo ' 
Orleans , La . , ( 834) , 12 55 : 4 . ] 

somepin bad tuh happen tuh yuh . [New 

9437 . Tuh make ' em s tay away , yo ' kin take a b lack hen ' s aig an ' at night , 
ovahnight ,  yo ' go dere an ' take dat aig an ' chunk it ovah on top of dere house , 

WISH PEOPLE TO MOVE - WHILE CHUNKING BLACK HEN EGG 
ON TOP OF THEIR HOUSE AT NIGHT WITH INCANTATIONS 

anywhere an ' make a wish , 
say , "Ah wish dey ' d stay 
from mah house.  Ah ' m  tired 
of  dem worryin ' me . Ah ' m  

t ired o f  ' em. " Jes ' chunk dat black hen ' s aig ,  yo ' know , ovah de - on d e  house , 
on de porch , anywhere . An '  den de nex ' mawnin ' dey mo ' den ap t tuh git up an ' 
move . Dey move out from de house . [ I  frequently heard p receding word tired as 
tied,  the p as t  tense and pas t  particip le of verb to tie . ] [Waycross , Ga . , 
(109 3) , 1761 : 12 . ] 

9438 . I f  ah wus wit a man in a 
win de case , why at night ah would 

lawsui t ,  an '  ah wus afraid he wus goin ' tuh 
take a b lack hen aig an ' ah write on dat an ' 

WRITE "DON ' T NEVAH COME BACK NO MO "' ON BLACK HEN 
EGG - DO THIS TO MAN WINNING SUIT AGAINST YOU 
THROW ON HIS HOUSE AT MIDNIGHT - LEAVES IN 7 DAYS 

he leave heah , "Don ' t nevah 
come back no mo ' • " Well , ah 
take dat egg at twelve a '  clock 
at night . Ah take mah search
light out dere at twelve 

a ' clock at night , an ' ah would go dere quie tly .  An '  a t  de hour o f  twelve ah 
would chunk it ovah his house an ' let it fall on ' is hous e .  In s even days he 
would be gone . [Waycross , Ga . , (1157) , 192 8 : 1 . ] 

943 9 .  Dey git  a b lack hen aig .  Dey take it an ' write some kinda - what dey 
want done on dere . Dey take it way late [ at night ] or soon in de mawnin ' ' fore 
de sun rise , dey chuck it on yore po ' ch .  If dey can ' t git ontuh yore house , 
dey put it  on yore po ' ch ,  see ;  an '  puts some kinda peppah on tepa i t  an '  busts  

WRITE WHAT ' S TO  BE DONE - ON BLACK HEN EGG 
PUT PEPPER ON - BEFORE SUNRISE BREAK ON PORCH 
OR BURST IT AGAINST CHIMNEY AT TOP OF HOUSE 

YOLK OF BLACK-HEN EGG - SALT - SULPHUR 
CARRY IN RAG FOR GAMBLING HAND 

it . Dat make yuh move . 
(What do you mean by get ting on 
top of your house? )  
Well , dey can throw it but let 
it  hi t de fiahplace [ chimney ] . 
Makes yuh git out de house . 
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 651) , 852 : 3 . ] 
9440 . Yo ' take a black hen ' s 
aig an '  break it an ' gi t de 
yellah an '  put it on a rag . Mix 

it wit some sulphuh an ' some salt an '  wrap it up in a rag an ' tote dat . 
· 

[ Informant had given rite before recording began . ] 
(What will that give you? Luck for what ? )  
Luck fo ' anythin ' yo ' want ,  gamblin ' . [ S avannah , Ga . , (1281) , 2179 : 5 . ] 
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This is a Xerox copy of author ' s  transcription 
in pencil made immediately after rite was recorded 
on Ediphone cylinder 8 - then called record 8 - in 
summer of 1936 at Ocean City , Md . Here we have my 
earliest example o f  sexual material I thought could 

-

never be published ! You wi ll find this rite in No . 6939 , p . 3147 , vo1 . 4 .  
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TO 

THE MEMORY OF. 

MY FORMER LIVES 

ABOUT WHOM 

I KNOW MUCH 

WITHOUT WHOM 

THERE WOULD BE NO 

FAMILY HISTORY 

FOLKLORE OR HOODOO 

FEELING FOR FREEDOM 

VIABLE VISION OF GOD 



Here at  the end and more than ever I am 
awed by the most amazing o f  all p ieces o f  
sheer magic, the one which reproduces and 
repeats itself but always with a slight 
change - that something we call life . The 
name of this change is the word evolut ion. 
Even God is a part of the perpetual move
ment, one of the reasons for God's interest  
i n  and unders tanding of  us . Death also is  
a change merely . We  have always been here, 
though no t on this planet called Earth, and 
we shall always be somewhere, forever a 
par t o f  the Spirit o f  God . 

Harry M. Hyatt 
January, 1978 
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INTRODUCTION 

The text of HOODOO-CONJURATION-WITCHCRAFT-ROOTWORK is completed by the pres ent 
Volume Five . Progress on Volume S ix , the Index - a vas t undertaking in its elf -
will be described at the end of the pres ent Introduc tion . Introductions normally 
come at the beg inning of a wo rk , whether a s ingle volume or a s eries of volumes , 
but the need to finish the mas s ive HOODOO work at all cos t led me to  put off  
writ ing the Introduct ion to the beg inning of the f inal volume . The benef its of 
this plan are many , of cours e ,  not the leas t of which is the perspective I gained 
by working through all of the field material, and s et t ing it down in f inal form. 
Thes e reflec t ions have proved invaluable to me in ass es s ing what I was trying to 
do in an enterprise that claimed my attent ion - with interrup t ions - over a per
iod of many years . If the reader is unfamiliar with the preced ing volumes , he 
should read the opening bracket-paragraph on page 3 7 79 , which identif ies the two 
speakers appearing everywhere - author and an informant being interviewed . Only 
in the Florida fieldwork of 19 70,  pag es 4492-4754,  are there three or more 
speakers . All this means that Volume Five , like the previous four volumes , is  
a collection of conversat ions deps ite many s eparate short s tatements from broken
up interviews . 

For the bulk of the remainder of this Introduct ion , I should like to dis cuss 
some aspects of hoodoo f ieldwork which are no t sufficiently conveyed to the 
reader who has access only to the trans cr ib ed interviews and to my comments which 
compris e the maj or part of the text of HOODOO. Specif ically , I am referring to 
the people-to-p eople experience - s t rang e encount ers , even - which occurred nat
urally during my s everal years of hoodoo f ieldwork . What were my informants 
like? That is what were - and are - my percept ions of them as people and as 
amateur or profes s ional "workers ?" How did they react to me ? How did I s elec t 
what to ask them and what to record? What kinds of problems did I encounter in 
the field , and how d id I attemp t to deal with them? Thes e and s imilar ques t ions 
are important . 

Before I began recording hoodoo beliefs and prac t ices , I did have s everal 
experiences which, I think , help ed me to  formulate an approach to hoodoo col
lec t ing . I b egan with family his tory and genealogy when I was quite young , 
tracking down family s tories , etc . Later , as an ordained Ep iscopal clergyman , I 
did church work in the slums of s everal cities . And then I set out to record 
popular belief s and supers titions in Adams County , Illino is . I believe that 
thes e three diff erent experiences all help ed me to  unders tand how to deal with 
real people in actual face-to- face s ituat ions . This unders tanding was to prove 
invaluable in my hoodoo f ieldwork . But I would like to make it very clear that 
I did not begin with preconc eived theories . Rather , I let my informants tell 
what they knew , believed and prac t iced . I merely asked the ques t ions . It prob
ably would be fair to say that I was a s elf- taught f ieldworker , perhaps much as 
Vance Randolph and others of our generat ion were . In f ieldwork , one mus t  make 
his own way the bes t  that he can - the proverb ial phras e  that "experienc e is the 
bes t  teacher" is very apropos . 

In the beginning , I took down everything from my interviews , including sto
ries , popular beliefs and common supers t it ions . As I gained experienc e in the 
field , however , I began to b e  more s elec tive . Af ter all , my specific int eres t 
was in witchcraft and mag ic , and this is what I focus ed on in my s elec tion of 
informants , in the ques t ions I asked them ,  and in my dec is ions to s top or  s tart 
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the recording machine . To have recorded evepything from over 1600 informants 
would have been a monumental - if not impos s ible - task . 

Also, as I gained exp erience, I was able to dis tinguish between the genuine, 
good informants and the fakes. I have concluded that the main dif f erence between 
thes e two typ es is that the outs tanding dbatoPs could make up a ritual to f i t  a 
novel s ituat ion - and the rite would be logical in relat ion to the sys tem within 
which it was working . The improvis ed rit es of  the fake sounded j us t  like l ies, 
for they were out of harmony with the underlying theory of hoodoo . But the bes t  
dbatoPs were laws unto thems elves ; i f  it was exp ed ient, they could defy magical 
tradition: they could generate the conf idence that it was they who controlled 
the spirits, and no t the other way around . If, for example, an excellent WOPkeP 
said that a spirit could cross over running water under certain circums tances, 
then one was compelled to believe him, even though the hoodoo sys tem denies to 
spirits the ab ility to cross running water . 

The bet ter dbatoPs also were able to incorporat e  new concepts and technologi
cal innovations into their reperto ires and s t ill retain the aura of  tradit ional 
hoodoo . The key not ions here are faith and conf idenc e :  I canno t overemphas ize 
the importance of  the ab ility of a dbatoP to gain the belief of  his client s . 
Thus, a dbatoP was also an actor, a performer who dramatized his powers - quite 
often by the us e of  dramatic entrances, sl eight-of-hand and o ther conf idenc e
gaining tricks, such as flowers which wil t before one ' s eyes or snakes that s eem 
to appear from nowhere .  He - the good dbatoP - was a mys terious, elus ive f igure, 
and gave the impress ion that he had more clients than he was able to handl e .  He 
was a super salesman exuding a conf idence which was contagious . 

Since each dbatoP was unique - and the bet ter ones wer e quite creative and 
s ensitive to the needs of  their clientele - then hoodoo is unders tandably a very 
amorphous phenomenon . It is very diff icult to pinpoint absolute beliefs and 
techniques ; hoodoo was - and is - cons tantly changing . Many other pursuits are 
found in association with hoodoo work: magicians, patent medicine salesmen, for
tunetellers, healers, numerologis ts, and spiritualists in addit ion to rootworkers . 
This amorphous conglomeration that forms hoodoo work also has connections with 
other underwoPld activit ies, such as boo tlegging, gambling and pros titut ion as 
connect ions to various relig ious s ects, including Protestant ism and Cathol icism . 
It is no wonder that we f ind such great variat ion in the hoodoo realm . 

In spite of  the many variat ions in hoodoo practice, there are some general 
pat t erns that one can isolate and dis cuss . P erhaps the mos t  obvious pat t ern is 
regional clus t ering . The reader who cares to note rituals according to their 
place of collect ion, (a task which will be facilitated greatly by the forthcoming 
index) , will s ee that in the New Orleans area (which includes Algiers and Mobile), 
the Catholic relig ion has had a cons iderable influence on hoodoo belief and prac
tice.  For example, candles (or lights as they are generally called) are impor
tant, as are shrines and al tars, and holy wat er .  Likewis e, there are specific 
hoodoo saint s who, unlike their orthodox count erparts, are earthy and immediat ely 
relevant to their so cial and cultural cont ext - true folk saint s . S t . Rita works 
only for women becaus e her husband us ed to beat her up hab itually, and her lover 
shot her son through the door becaus e he interrup ted their love-making (see Vol . 
I, pp . 880 f f . ) . And certainly S t . Black Hawk does no t color the pages o f  official 
relig ious literatur e .  One informant from New Orleans says, " You don't fool with 
none of those good saints . But Black Hawk or some of  those bad saints, you burn 
black candles . Black Hawk is suppos ed to be one of the old evil saints" (Vol . I, 
p . 863) . 

O ther regional zones are ident if iable, even in somewhat less apparent than 
the New Orleans-Mob ile area . The Eas t Coas t from Maryland to Georg ia s eems to 
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form one such region, where t h e  t erms witahaPaft and rootwork predominat e .  In 
the Mis s issippi region from Memphis to Vicksburg (and including Lit tle Rock) , 
the t erm toby is us ed ins t ead of hand. Florida s eems to be a spec ial cas e ,  no t 
fitt ing into any other z one , probably becaus e of  a great amount of  int ermingling 
from o ther ar eas of the South and Eas t and even showing some influence from Wes t 
Indian tradition.  I also have the dist inct impress ion that the Mis s issippi 
River people are very differ ent from the Coas tal peopl e  who , in turn,  are unlike 
the swamp people .  Cer tainly thes e impress ions are j us t  that - impress ionis tici 
but thes e pat t erns s eem fruitful for further inquiry . Again , however , I need to 
emphasiz e tha t  each informant was a unique person capab l e  o f  generat ing his or 
her own var iants and vers ions of  hoodoo r ituals . The p ictur e  is no t s implif ied 
by knowing that many , many informants per iodically worked in Nor thern cit ies 
and returned home again after earning enough cash to las t awhil e .  If  the p ictur e  
I am pres ent ing s eems complex ,  then I probably am coming clos e to t h e  way I see 
my hoodoo exp er iences . Folklor e ,  history (includ ing oral and personal his tory) , 

� psychology , and social-cultural s tudies mus t all be part of develop ing an under-
1 s tanding of  hoodoo . 

Whether known as highmen� �o-headers� root doators� aunj�es (a t erm which 
s eemed to be pas s ing out of vogue dur ing the 1930 ' s ) , witahes (probably among 
the oldes t  t erms ) or fortuneteZZers, mo s t  practit ioners wer e generalists rather 
than sp ecial is ts: they would handl e ,  or at l eas t a t t emp t  to handle , what ever 
problems clients appeared to have . I found mos t  of  my informants to be funda
mentally decent , hard-working and ab l e .  Many wer e lonely and needed human con
tact - some int eres t ed person who could listen and unders tand . Mos t  need ed mon
ey , and many came to me s eeking employment . Unfortuna t ely , I had no j obs for 
them ,  but I did pay them for their informa t ion , the amount dep ending upon the 
length of  the int erview and the value I perceived in their information. I mad e 
it a point no t to int erview those  who obvious ly wer e intoxicat ed and those  who 
obvious ly wer e no t genuine workers. Even so , ther e  wer e t imes (at New Orleans , 
for example) when informant s ac tually l ined up outside the rent ed room to wait 
for an int erview .  

For a collector , l ines of  informants wait ing t o  b e  int erviewed might s eem 
like an ideal s itua t ion, but it did have its  drawbacks . Mos t  impor tantly , l ines 
of people out s id e  a ho t el a t tract a t t ention . I d id not want or need a t t ent ion 
of that sor t . The read er may r ecall that in Memphis (the first  t ime) I was 
raided by the pol ice and , for all prac t ical purposes , run out of  town . From 
that exp er ience I learned to check in with the authorit ies of  any city with 
wr itten letters of  refer ence and credent ials . In New Orleans , a newspap er man 
came by asking ques t ionsi h e  want ed to know if I was dealing in drugs . Fortu
nat ely , I convinced him I was not deal ing in drugs and that ther e  was no s tory 
to be had . 

In short , whenever and wher ever people needed money , I found an abundanc e of  
good informants .  Knowledge of my pres ence would spread by  word-of-mouth . This , 
in turn,  brought mor e  good informants ( as well as many no t-so-good ones ) . I n  
order to help mys elf evalua t e  t h e  potent ial wor th of informants ,  I devis ed a 
method of asking ques t ions in a non-random fashion.  That is , I had a long lis t 
of  ques t ions I want ed to ask, but I never asked the same ques t ions in the same 
order . In this way I think I was abl e  to detect  those  who had been promp t ed 
p r evious ly by their alr eady- int erviewed acquaintances . Bes ides , I want ed to 
s t ructure my int erview to suit each unique individual . Usually , this meant that 
I had to play it by ear . 

Ano ther prob l em  I had to deal with was the p r es enc e of  the recording machine . 
The problem did no t hinge on any reluctanc e or r et icenc e on the part of  inform-
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ants to talk into the microphone, al though this was an occas ional cons idera t ion . 
On the cont rary, microphone in plain view seemed to bring out the ac tor in them; 
many began to perform as i f  on s tage, thus des troying the more natural context I 
wished to preserve . Therefore, I began to keep microphone in my old black ha t at 
side of machine, a prac tice for which I have been j us tly critized . My later 
method is given on pages 449 3-475 4 .  I f  only cassette had come 35  years sooner! 

And how did I answer when informants asked me wha t I was doing? I merely 
s tated the truth - tha t I was writing a book about hoodoo, and I let their im
aginations f ill in the res t .  I am sure that mos t  believed I was a hoodoo man 
who was writing ano ther how-to-db-it book, such as one o f  the many variants of 
the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses. I did no t wear my clericals, and it was 
f ine with me if  they saw me as the mystery man .  Certainly, such an identity 
ma tched the s itua t ion well : I also found mys elf pitted agains t mystery men and 
mystery women who did their fair share of acting . 

I encount ered many o ther diff icul ties in my work . To begin with, I was in
ves tigating wi tchcraft - the black arts . People naturally tend to clam up when 
this subj ect is broached (as Vance Randolph and o ther experienced f ieldworkers 
have at tes ted) . Of ten I was taken to b e  some sort o f  government man or under
cover agent, or, on the other s ide, an underworld spy from some crime organiza
tion . Ac tual government men and o ther authorities suspected that I might be 
dealing in some illicit af fairs, such as drugs o r  gambl ing . Those who where 
overlords of crime seemed to believe tha t I was a t t emp ting to get in on their 
terri tory ( some thing very real, I dis covered, while in Algiers where my contact 
men were ac tually threatened and where a detec t ive agency had to check every 
night to make sure we returned safely ) . Al so, I occas ionally had to deal wi th 
apparent stooZ pigeons or under cover agents for the police who posed as inform
ants in order to monitor my activi ties . The fact that I los t perhaps one com
plete volume o f  ma terial due to faulty recording seems minor in comparison to 
the cons tant suspicion from all s ides . In retrospect, I was in much more danger 
that I ever realized at the time . Perhaps God does, indeed protect the ignorant 
and the innocent . 

I found tha t I could decrease some o f  the hazards by employing a contact man, 
an intermediary who knew the area wherein I was working and also knew the lo cal 
people - if no t personally, then at leas t in terms of the general character and 
compos i t ion of the lo cal populace . It was the j ob of the conta ct man (who o f t en 
was a taxi driver) to locate and informally interview those whom he felt  might 
make good informants; s imultaneous ly, he ac ted to s creen out those whom he be
lieved to be rough characters - remember tha t I was working (the f irst time 
around ) during the Great Depress ion in the inner cities (though they were no t 
called that then) . Many unfortuna te people, especially blacks, were in dire 
need of money in order to survive . A whi te man who appeared to have a grea t  
deal o f  money and who was alone i n  a rented downtown black hotel or home would 
be an easy target for those  who needed quick money and cared little about how it 
was obtained . So the role of the conta ct man was twofold : He could determine 
who might be of value to my work on hoodoo, and he also could size  up po tential 
informan ts in terms of their charac ter and the pos s ib il i ty of any threa t to my 
safety . 

During my mos t  recent f ieldwork in Florida, Mr . Clarence Cubby f illed the 
role of contact man . I should like to include a brief interview I had wi th Mr . 
Cubby, for it  contains h!! percep t ions o f  the people with whom we dealt as in
formants and some o f  the problems we encountered . I hope tha t this view from a 
perspective o ther than mine will help present a more balanced picture o f  my hoo
doo f ieldwork . 
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HYATT Tuesday , isn ' t i t ?  I ' m  sorry , it ' s  the 7 th [ o f July ] Monday 1 9 7 0. S t. 
Peter sburg , Florida. I ' m  a t  the home of  Mr. Clarence Cubby and we are j us t  sit
ting here talking over the situat ion. There ' s  been quit e  a rain this morning and 
the sewers are so bad that the streets have become clogged up with wat er. What 
do you think o f  the situation Mr. Cubby , as we look at it at the moment ? What 
do you think of the work? Is it dis courag ing ? Is it easy? What is your idea ? 
Is there any way we can improve i t ?  

CUBBY I think it is pretty dif f icult b ecause of  the people thems elves. 
HYATT What about the people thems elves ? 
CUBBY Well they have a t endancy to • • •  uh , I don ' think they understan '  exactly 

what you ' re want in ' from them. They have a t endancy to t ell you somethin ' good 
from the b eginnin ' but once they get into it , yo ' know , it turns out to be noth
in ' .  An ' then it ' s  pretty hard get t in '  to them b ecause we ' re going to the people 
an ' it ' s  hard to catch them at t imes. [Year s before during the Great Depression 
people had come to me. ] An ' then again when we do catch them they are pretty 
well intoxicated or somethin ' .  That ' s  what the maj ority seems to have been. 

HYATT This intoxicat ion,  do you think it ' s  b ecause o f  the men who are help
ing us or have helped us , that they are inclined to be a lit tle bit on the liquor 
side? Mo s t  o f  the people they round up are that way. [ See what Prophet Warkiee 
Sarheed says about my two assis tant s Herman and Charles , p.46 39 , lines 17-2 7. ]  

CUBBY This ha s been my op inion and this has b een my thought for awhil e that 
this was the typ e o f  people they seem to contact. I gues s they were more their 
frien ' s or somethin ' .  They turn out to be alcoholics or somethin ' .  

HYATT I see. 
CUBBY I felt some of  them was usin '  alcohol , you know , as a s t imulant to in

duce them to really talk about the thing s they had to talk about. 
HYATT I see. That las t fellow we talked to , he was so full of alcohol he 

couldn ' t get his s tory pieced together at all. He may have known something but 
he couldn ' t put it together. He was talking about that white man [ doctoP ] up 
near Thomasville [ in Georgia ] you know. 

CUBBY Yes. 
HYATT Well , I ' ve had this t roubl e b efore. I think we ' ll have to start the 

new way. We started out right but I think we let Charles guid e up off the beg in
ning. As a rule you don ' t go right after roo t doctors. In the first place they 
are afraid even to s tart with. I think what we ' ll have to do is no mor e  assist
ant s at all. And we ' ll have to go from house to hous e and in a t err itory where 
we ' re no t known , b ecaus e in a t erritory where we are known we have spent a con
siderable amount of  money for material that was no t - out side of  1 o r  2 people -
was no t very good. I think what we ' ll have to do is beg in the o t her way. Go 
back to the o ther way o f  s topp ing along the road like that woman over at • • •  

CUBBY Palmet to [ See Mr s. Johnson ' s  int erview pp.4504-4513 ]  • • •  

The f ieldwork situation j us t  described was no t quite that bad , as you can 
s ee by the mat erial f inally collected , pag es 4492- 4 7 5 1. Let me now o f f er the 
more optimis tic stat ements by Mr. Cubby five days earlier , undated but mad e late 
aft ernoon the day (July 2 ,  1 9 7 0) we int erviewed Healer Mrs. Brooker in the morn
ing {pag es 4683-4688) , and the �bite S chool Teacher that aft ernoon {pag es 4588-
46 11) : 

HYATT I see. 
CUBBY It ' s  something of  this sort. 
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HYATT Do you think we ' re getting under the surface a lit tle bit?  I mean 
trying to see within? 

CUBBY Yes, I think we are now, finely [ f inally ] . I think the f irs t week, 
week and a half it was a little rough goin ' ,  becaus e people were leery [wary ] . 
They didn ' t unders tan ' . And then no t only did they no t unders tan ' ,  in a sens e 
I didn ' really unders tan ' ,  because I couldn ' explain to them fully what I was 
sayin ' . I know what I wanted to say or what I was tryin ' to say, but I couldn ' 
f ind the words to explain to them exac ' ly wha t was goin ' on . But now I think I 
have an enlightened view and I could very much explain to them what yo ' re really 
af ter . And that ' s  why the work now seems more interes t in '  than i t  did the f irs t 
week becaus e now I have an unders tandin ' of it . I ' ve got an opportunity to look 
through the books [Volumes 1 and 2] and I think i t ' s  uh very superb book . I 
think there ' s  no thin ' that can top i t  now . I haven ' t  seen anything that can . 
I ' ve seen quite a few books on folklore and things of  this sort, but this one is 
really superb . 

HYATT Uh huh . Would you say that this work [ the collect ing ] as a whole is 
diff icult?  In your exper ience? 

CUBBY To a certain extent . 
HYATT How is it dif ficult?  
CUBBY Well, the first  thing, when yo ' mention roo towrk or withcraf ' ,  people 

have a tendency to draw in [ to ]  a shell or somethin ' .  They begin to, to get on a 
defens e .  They, they ' re put t in ' up barriers there before yo ' ,  because they have 
to sear ch yo ' out . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY I t ' s  jus ' like yo ' would go into b a t tle agains t an unknown enemy [Mr . 

Cubby was a paratrooper in Viet Nam ] or somethin ' .  That yo ' re gon ' a  put every 
defens e up unt il yo ' fin '  out that his is no t re ' lly your enemy . That, uh, it ' s  
worthwhile to mankind . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY And the mos ' common dif ficulty that I ' ve foun ' is the lack of communi

cat ion • • •  
HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY • • •  becaus e mos ' of  the people that - aren ' t quite as illiterate as 

people were I imag ine years ago, but they ' re s t ill illiterate to a sens e that 
uh, they don ' t  quite comprehend ev ' rythin ' yo ' ,  yo ' tryin ' to get over to them . 
And they have a t endency, uh; takin ' what yo ' re sayin ' an ' twis t in '  it  roun ' 
the other way, if yo ' jis ' happen to us e the wrong word once . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY Then they will change the whole meanin ' of  what yo ' re tryin ' to say . 

And this is the b igges ' diff iculty that I ' ve found . 
HYATT I see . 
CUBBY Yo ' know in tryin ' to talk to peopl e .  
HYATT D o  you find it diff icul t t o  g e t  near the profes s ionals - operators ? 
CUBBY Well, yes . 
HYATT Why would you think there is, it ' s  so dif f icul t ?  Even when they adver

tise they do this type of  work . Why would they b e  so dif ficult ?  Why would they 
b e  so shy about talking about i t ?  

CUBBY I think the f irs ' thing tha t  happens or comes t o  their min ' is that, 
uh, when yo ' s tart to s eekin ' to get info ' mat ion about one ' s  profess ion, uh, when 
it ' s  re ' lly no thin ' illegal about i t  but it ' s, it ' s  illegal in a sens e to them 
and to others too . They feel that yo ' ,  uh, somehow connected with the police or 
somethin ' of  this sort . And i t  makes i t  pret ty diff icult for them to - for yo ' 
to get to them . 
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HYATI NOW WAIT A MINUTE UNTIL THIS TRUCK GOES BY. THERE'S A PERPETUAL NOISE 
IN THIS PLACE. IT'S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO RECORD. ALL RIGHT, GO RIGHT AHEAD. 

CUBBY I was gonna bring - bring to min ' an incident that I had recently with, 
ub • • •  

HYATI THAT NOISE RIGHT OVER THERE. IT'S TERRIBLE THIS NOISE. ALL RIGHT, GO, 
GO AHEAD. 

CUBBY 
HYATT 

The inc ident I had with Docto� Walker? 
Uh huh . 

[Page 4 6 88 . ] 

CUBBY Now he searches us out completely . The, I think, the main thing was 
this that he was leery b ecaus e never in his life b efore has anyone tried to 
int erview him about his work. 

HYATI Uh huh . 
CUBBY And I think that he was a lit tle skeptical b ecaus e he f igured that 

someone was about to crack down on him or somethin ' . 
HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY Becaus e thes e 

they ' re doin ' somethin ' 
HYATT They ' re do ing 
CUBBY That ' s  true . 
HYATT Uh huh . 

guys, I think that, uh deal in �oots an ' 
els e that ' s  illegal . And, uh • • •  
something b esides roo twork you think? 
I think they are . 

things, they, 

CUBBY And, uh, they are af raid that, yo ' know, someone has gotten wind of it . 
Or someone has • • •  

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY • • •  heard about what they are do in '  and this is an inves t igation or 

somethin ' to try to get somethin ' to pin on them . 
HYATT I s ee .  
CUBBY Becaus e he, h e  s eemed quit e  eva s ive . Yet he would always, he would 

always say he would meet me a t  a certain t ime . 
HYATT WAIT A MINUTE. [NOISE.] 
CUBBY Or say that he would meet me at  a certain time or a certain place and, 

then when I would arrive there, there would be three or four people yo ' would 
have to go through . Yo ' never did get to the real man . If  we did, I don ' t know . 
Becaus e I don ' t know what he looked like . I had never s een him b efore . I t  is a 
pos s ib ility I could have been talkin ' to him an ' didn ' t know I was talkin ' to him .  

HYATT I s ee .  
CUBBY S o  that ' s  one of  the maj or diff iculties that yo ' ,  that  I, that I ' ve run 

into in the pas ' coupla weeks . 
HYATT Now what about the cas s ette you s tarted to work on? What about the 

work? 
CUBBY About the work? It ' s  been a very challengin ' experi ence .  I t  was some

thing that I have dreamed of  a long time as a kid . I mean it ' s, it ' s  a dream 
r e ' lly comin ' true . Yo ' ,  yo ' always dream probably of uh • • •  

HYATT Jus t a moment . [ Traf f ic no ise . ]  All r ight . 
CUBBY Of havin ' an exp erience wherein yo ' get to learn more about other 

people . But being horned and reared in the ghet tos, yo ' don ' t o f t en get this 
opportunity . And at f irs ' it was more than a challenge . I t  was somethin ' that  
I thought would not develop into anything b ecaus e the work its elf it  s eemed to 
be uh, a challenge as I forestated and it • • •  

HYATT Wait a minut e [ traf f ic no ise again] . All r ight . 
CUBBY It  s eemed to drag along at  times but now it ' s  s tart in '  to pick up and 

I ' ve been able to get a better ins ight into the work . An ' the deep er an ' deep er 
yo ' get the more int eres t in ' the work gets . And, uh, it ' s  leavin ' qui te an im
press ion on me . It ' s  somethin ' that I never will forget as long as I live . And 
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it br ings an interes t in my min ' now to all the superstit ions, yo ' 
liefs in things which I, at one t ime, never paid any at tent ion to . 
them and they would j us t  go unthought of . But now it ' s, it ' s  more 
out of the dark into the light yo ' know . 

know . And be
l would hear 

of like coming 

When I returned to hoodoo fieldwork after a hiatus of over thirty years, I 
found that no t only had hoodoo itself changed, but that I also had changed . In 
many ways, my more recent fieldwork was more difficult : The Great Depress ion was 
over, so the grind ing need fo r money did no t send a ho s t  of informants to my 
door . My search had to be more intense . Even when I found good pro spects, they 
were no t always eager to be interviewed . Why should they be? Mos t  were suc
ces sful in their bus ines ses; they did no t need me . Also, fo r many of those I 
encountered, hoodoo was only a s idel ine to some other, more legally acceptab le, 
profes s ion, such as fortunetell ing, palm read ing or healing . Again, such per
sons were les s than eager to dis cus s their work with wit chcraft . And, of course, 
as you have seen from the interview above, some informants were involved in ac
t ivit ies which were no t legal - ano ther reason to avo id bein interviewed . 

Fortunately, I found that preparing the manus cripts for the publicat ion of 
HOODOO helped me with my fieldwork in 1970 . The second t ime around, I was much 
more interes ted in the ind ividual as a to tal personality; I was les s interes ted 
in collect ing a mas s of separate rites . Thus, the changing condit ions and my 
own personal changes formed a happy co incidence : There were fewer wo rkers to be 
interviewed, but I could interview the few in much mo re dep th and detail than I 
had previously . I am sure the reader will no te the difference between material 
in the second part of Volume five and the material in previous volumes . Of 
course, the cas sette recorder is superior to - being more reliab le and portable, 
especially - the old devices I had to use the firs t t ime in the field . This 
t ime I have made a point of retaining all of the orig inal recorded material . 
(Somet imes, exper ience is the only teacher . )  

Dis cus s ion of recording devices leads to the problem of trans cribing the 
interviews found in these volumes . First, the quality of recording has varied 
greatly . For the firs t recordings, many variables interacted to create some 
rather poor sound reproduct ions . Fluctuat ing tempera tures, for example, often 
caused the Edison machine alternately to speed up and slow down . Add to this 
the differences in vo ice quality and outs ide no ise of all kinds (note in the 
interview above) , and you beg in to unders tand that, even if the machine were 
wo rking perfectly, many passages were mos t  difficult to unders tand, much les s 
trans cribe accurately . Also, one mus t have experience in trans cribing in order 
to do the bes t j ob . Thus, the later trans cript ions are more accurate than the 
earl ier ones . At all t imes, we at temp ted to render the speech j us t  as we heard 
it, without ideal izing what was being spoken and how it was being spoken . That 
is why the reader will find de in place of the or do' ins tead of door and so  on . 
But neither I nor my trans criber were trained des crip t ive linguists or dialec
ticians, and therefo re I have doubts as to the po tent ial value of the trans crip
t ions to s cholars interes ted in speech variat ion - though, certainly, s tud ies 
of lexicon seem feas ible . 

One ques t ion has been asked of me several t imes : Do I believe in hoodoo ? 
My answer is a qual ified no. I do no t subscribe to the theory that underlies 
and explains how hoodoo wo rks (see below) , but I do recognize that hoodoo can be 
efficacious for some problems . These, I bel ieve, are without except ion prob lems 
of a psychological or psychosomatic nature : The ailments that faith, bel ief, and 
confidence can help to overcome . In many ways, the hoodoo man was a pres cursor 
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to the mod ern p sycho logis t o r  psychiatris t . People purged thems elves mer ely by 
telling someone else about their problems , and then having the faith that that 
person would be able t o  help them solve their problems . Quarrels in the family , 
uot being able  to hold a lover or a j ob , and sexual impotence ar e a few o f  the 
.any examp les of common comp laints for which one might seek the help of a two
headeP. My caveat is that seeking help from healers can be as dangerous as 
self-treatment . In my op inio n ,  no t consul t ing a medical doctor about cancer is 
sure suic ide . As for fortunetellers and palm r eaders - I have no b el ief whatso
ever in their powers . 

The maj o r  underlying conc ep t which runs throughout hoodoo is the dual d ivis ion 
of the world of caus es : Ther e is a phys ical caus e and exis t ence for every obj ec t 
and ac t io n ,  but ther e also is a spiPitual count erpar t .  To deal only with the 
phys ical r eality is to miss half o f  the treatment . For exampl e ,  a man working 
on a gr ind ing machine receives a s t eel splinter in his eye and go es to a med ical 
doctor for tr eatment; the spl inter itself is r emoved but the eye s t ill s eems ir
rita t ed . The reason for the cont inued malady is that a med ical doctor deals 
only with the phys ical caus e (in this case the splinter ) without a t t end ing to 
the spirit s t ill r es id ing in the eye . A root do ctor o r  cunj ure o r  two-headeP 
mus t  deal with the sp ir i tual real ity . Only when the l inger ing spirits ar e exor
cis ed can a p erson be healed completely . Of cours e ,  the shadowy world o f  spirits 
is us ed ext ens ively to caus e as well as cur e numerous condit ions , such as at trac
tio n ,  banishment good luck and succes s , or any of many phys ical harms . A r elat
ed idea is that thoughts and words have power to inf luence the spirits o f  things , 
henc e one mus t  talk t o  the sp irits . On the surfac e ,  it may app ear that one is 
sp eaking to a dumb creatur e ,  such as an ant , or t o  an inanimat e  obj ec t ,  such as 
a p iece o f  lodes tone , but such a conclus ion ignores the spiritual dimens ion in
her ent in all things . 

The theo r ies and t echniques o f  roo t work and conj uration ar e quite o f t en pas
sed from one generation to the next within certain famil ies . DoatoP Lindsay 
(Vol . II , pp . 933A) , for examp l e ,  learned from his mo ther who , he asser t ed , "could 
tel l you mor e  than you want to kno w . "  DoatoP Walker (Vol . V , pp . 4688ff . )  l earned 
roo t  work from his grandmo ther , who was r egarded by neighbors as a witah. I t  is 
apparent that ther e is no s exual prefer ence for would-b e doatoPs - both men and 
women t each and learn from one ano ther . Fr equently , cer tain s igns are said to 
accompany the gift or poweP: A doatoP is suppo s ed t o  exhibit Ped eyes or some 
sp ecial mark on the forehead which , conveniently , only ano ther gifted individual 
can s ee .  

As for academic theor ies conc erning hoodoo and related pract ices : I leave that 
for the scholars who us e thes e volumes . I do , however , have some op inions about 
the relat ionship between theory and fieldwork . Mos t  s trongly , I believe that 
theories without a solid foundation o f  fieldwork ar e no t of last ing value . For 
this r eason (among o ther good ones ) , I feel that folklorists need to get out in 
the field among peop l e ,  at leas t p er iod ically . Truth (however you def ine it) is 
no t the private pres erve of l ibrar ies and acad emic ins t itut ions . 

To tho s e  names of p ersons previously ment ioned in thes e vo lumes for active 
int er est in o r  contr ibut ions o f  good will towards the publ ication o f  HOODOO, I 
must add a f ew more . Any serious omiss ion o r  later assis tance can b e  correc t ed 
in volume 6 .  Michael Edward Bell has vis i t ed me s everal t imes and tape r ecorded 
our conversat ions . His good penetrat ing ques t ions forced me to think about -
then to sp eak about - mos t  o f  what is includ ed in the pres ent introduct ion . 
Recently I have no t b een well and without Mr . Bell's tapes - even well-chosen 
words in many ins tanc es - I could no t have completed this introduct ion . Also to 
be thanked is C . H. Tillhagen , Dr . Ph . ,  D ir ec tor o f  the Nordiska museet in 
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S tockholm, Swed en, for a letter at a time when I needed the encouragement of  his 
wide f ieldwork exp erienc e and prac t ical wis dom . S imiliarly include thanks for 
L.  F. Snow, Ph . D . ,  she of Michigan State Univers i ty, and Henry Louis Gat es of  
Afro-Amer ican S tudi es, Yale  Univers i ty, who came to Quincy, Illino is to  int erview 
me . This was quite an event for HOODOO and me, the vis it of  an int er es t ing young 
black intellectual from Yale and the Univer s ity of  Cambridge! 

Ann (Mrs . Alfred F . )  Pogge has typed the f inal manus crip t  of  all f ive volumes, 
a dif f icult work for which I am grat eful to her . Also add my gratitude to Mrs . 
Harry Dye! for typ ing double spaced much of  the preliminary hoodoo mat er ial . 
With them mus t be named Mrs . Pogge ' s daughter Mar iann, who did some spec ial in
dexing for me . 

Outs ide the hoodoo field, yet within Afro-American s tudies, I mus t ment ion my 
niec e Mrs . Franc es F .  Leventis and her sons John F .  Levent is and the Rev . Harry 
Hyat t  Levent is, the lat t er an Ep is copalian clergyman like mys elf ; thes e for work 
on family his tory through the years which included documents concerning slaves 
formerly owned by our families in Virg inia, Kentucky and Missour i .  S imilar 
thanks mus t also b e  ext end ed to my s econd cous ins Mrs . Wana (Schrader)  Clay Olson 
and Mrs . (Nelle Miller) Glen Gundy, who recently s ent in their reminiscences of 
Frank Henderson, one of  our family slaves I first met in 191 5 across the r iver 
from Adams County, Illino is in Lewis County, Missour i .  It was from Frank that I 
learned, in Nor theas t Mis sour i at leas t, slaves wer e buried in a s ec t ion of the 
family graveyard .  Having und eres t imat ed the s ize of volume f ive all this lat t er 
mat er ial will b e  published later . Please rememb er, my int eres t  in Afro-Amer ican 
s tud ies did no t begin with HOODOO, but in childhood with slave s tories told by 
my mo ther, born 1855  in prec eding Lewis County, and her father James Mar t in 
Miller born 1828 in Millersburg, Bourbon County, Kentucky . Thr ee of thes e s tor
ies have alr eady b een published: " The Strang e Cock" in The.MiUeros of Milleros
b'Ul'g, Kentucky, Vienna 1 9 29, 200 pp . ,  p . l7, and "Old White Goat" and "Bear 
Tracks, " in Descendants of John Walton of Baltimoroe County Mapyland and HaPPison 
County Kentucky, New York, 19 50, pp . 7 6, pp . l4-1 5 . 

The arduous task of complet ing the index for HOODOO now is being funded by a 
grant from the Nat ional Endowment for the Humanit ies . Pro f essor Wayland D .  Hand 
of  UCLA has guided the indexing proj ect s inc e the very beg inning, donat ing t ime, 
effort, and even p ersonal funds to s ee that a full and complet e  index o f  HOODOO 
would become a reality . Without his cont inuous int eres t  and support, the NEH 
grant - and thus the index - would no t have been pos s ibl e .  Franc es Talley of 
UCLA has completed the work on the f irst  volume, and Michael Edward Bell, for
merly of UCLA and now at Indiana University, has complet ed extrac t ing for the 
second and third volumes and is j us t  b eg inning the fourth volume . The index 
will be published in late 1979 by G . K . Hall of  Bos ton as par t  of  Yale Univer
s ity ' s Afro-Amer ican Ref er enc e S eries, under the general editorship of Charles 
T .  Davis . For their ef forts in behalf of  the ind ex for HOODOO, all of  thes e 
individuals and the Nat ional Endowment for the Humanit ies have my deep es t  grati
tude and appreciat ion . 

Candlemas Day 19 '18 
Quincy., Il Unois 

HARRY MIDDLETON HYATT 



ADDITIONAL RITES AND BELIEFS 

THIS DIVISION TITLE FROM VOLUME FOUR 
CONTINUES WITH ITS NUMBERED SECTIONS 

[These five volumes of HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, often 
abbreviated HOODOO when quoted, are one " vast q uotation from my interviews with 
hundreds of informants" in every southern state of the United States of America 
except Texas. Let me explain " vast q uotation." Omitting explanatory notes with
in the brackets, every word of the text is spoken by the author or the person in
terviewed. " To identify the two speakers - all parentheses and brackets enclose 
.y words; the first indicating question or comment during actual interview, the 
second denoting subsequent editorial matter. Everything else belongs to the in
formants." Within the preceding quotation marks I am quoting myself (HOODOO, 
v. l, p.l, par.2). Division ADDITIONAL RITE S AND BEL IE FS will now continue with 
the beginning of its fourth section - SAL T.] 

4.� 

AL ONE AND IN COMBIN ATION S 

[To call this section � is almost an imposition upon the reader and an 
affront to the word itself which can be found everywhere in these volumes. Such 
freq uent appearance in HOODOO indicates that salt occurs mo re often in combina
tions with other substances than it does alone. The material within this section 
vill be separated into the following subsections: (1) SAL T ALONE, (2) SAL T AND 
lED PE PPER TOGE THER, (3) SAL T AN D  RED PE PPER WITH OTHER INGREDIEN TS, and (4) � 
ARD OTHE R  INGREDIENTS WITHOUT RED PE PPER. Some sort of order within these sub
sections will also be attempted.] 

(1) SAL T AL ONE 

9441. Whut chew do, if dey �anted yo' tuh move outa heah [the room in which 
speaker and I are sitting] . Well dey jis' git behin' yo' when dey came in yore 
room where yo' re at. Dey may shake han' s wit choo, see. An' den dey will jis' 

git dem a han' fulla salt - it' s reason
BEHIND DE PARTING PERSON - SALT THROWN able, too - jis' git dem a han' fulla 

salt, an' jis' as yo' walk dey would put 
dis salt in yuh back, right at chure feet jis' as yo' go out. Undahstan' , jis' 
as yo' go out, dey will put dat salt right tub yuh feet, an' it' ll move yuh. 
[Informant and I are talking in my interviewing room at the Memphis downtown 
bot el for black people, the Eureka Hotel. Some days later I was thrown out of 
that very room, not by salt, but by the police! See vol.l, IN TRO., p.XXXIV, 
line lOf.] [Memphis, Tenn., (936), 1 514:5.] 

9442. Well, anybody comin' tub yuh house an' yo' git tired of ' em comin' tub 
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yuh house, yo ' j is ' follah dem tuh de do ' as dey goin ' , an ' have some salt in yuh 
han ' an ' throw it on ' em . Dey won ' t come back . [Jacksonville, Fla . ,  ( 5 5 9 ) , 
69 5 : 5 . ] 

9 4 4 3 . Aftah dey [vi s itor ] would leave, dey turn dere backs, an ' dey would bid 
' em goodbye, j es ' grab a han ' ful o f  salt an ' throw behin ' dem .  Guarantee dey are 
gone tuh stay . [New Orleans, La . ,  (1560) , 2856 : 8 . ] 

9444 . Jes ' lak anyb ody comin ' tuh mah house . All right, ah ' m tired o f  ' em 
comin ' dere . Ah figah [fi gure ] dey don ' do me no good or  nuthin . When dey go 
tuh leave, ah throw salt at ' em. [Savannah, Ga . ,  (1252) , 2126 : 7 . ] 

9445 . Ah hear ' d a ole lady say it wus a true s ign, i f  s omeone would come 
tuh yuh house an ' yo ' wanted tuh make ' em stay away an ' didn ' t wan ' a insult ' em 
any way . Yo ' could j is ' take a hand fulla salt, i f  dey pass - i f  dey leave yuh 
house wit dere back turned, an ' chunk a han ' fulla salt at ' em . S ay, yo ' nevah 
would have no trouble dataway any mo ' , cuz ah ' ve hear ' d a lady say she did dat . 
[Vicksburg, Miss . ,  ( 716) , 9 86 : 7 . ] 

944 6 .  Ah ' ve hear ' d dat i f  a person come tuh yuh home an ' yo ' fi gah [figure ] 
dat dey are not dere fo ' de right purpose, dat aftah dey leave out, chew kin 
take a han ' ful o f  salt an ' throw out behin ' dem .  An '  dey won 't  come de rae agin 
if dey have anythin ' of 'em lak witchc�ft.  [Wayc ross, Ga . ,  (1061) , 1 7 20 : 5 . ] 

944 7 .  Dey say i f  yo ' don ' want a man an ' i f  a man come out chure house - ah 
don ' know what dey [do but ]  ah know yo ' kin keep ' em from yo ' house .  Yo ' kin 

BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON - SALT THROWN WITH CURS E 

[after them ] ,  [saying ] ,  "Yo ' s on o f  a b itch, don ' 
he ' ll nevah come back tuh yuh house no mo ' . 

take j is ' as he come out dere 
house an ' j is ' take some pot 
salt , an ' chunk ' em aft ' ' em 

come back heah no mo ' . "  An '  

( I  see, you throw the salt after them . ) [Charleston, S .  Car . ,  (49 7 ) , 539 : 4 . ] 
944 8 . Yo ' would have tuh go • • •  no, yo ' kin take tab le salt . Now, lak dey ' ll 

come lak, say tuhday, an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tuh come no mo ' . Yo ' take yo ' a 
han ' fulla table salt an ' when he turn 

BEHIND UNWANTED DEPARTING PERSON THROW 
EITHER SALT OR EPSOM SALT MIXED IN WATER 

tuh go away from yo ' , an ' throw dat 
salt behind ' im an ' put it an ' say, 
"Go, yo ' son o f  a bitch an ' don ' come 

back here no mo ' . "  Dey won ' come back, dat salt ' ll keep ' im away . Or even, yo ' 
kin put watah an ' Epsom salts an ' throw dat watah behind ' em . [For throwing 
salt behind departing person and shaking your apron, this near Snow Hill, Md . ,  
see No . l468, p . 4 7 7, vol . l . ] [New Orleans, La . ,  ( 855) , 1350 : 2 . ] 

9449 . ' Fore yo ' go down tuh de bossman, yo ' git chew some salt, git chew a 
box-a [box o f ]  bran ' -new salt. Den yo ' take dat salt an ' tie it up in a new 

BOSSMAN : TIE  NEW SALT IN NEW YELLOW HOMESPUN 
KEEP IN POCKET - LOO SE SALT SPRINKLE BOSS ' TRACKS 

SALT CONKA.HS - SALT IS A CONKA.H THING 

piece a yellah homespun, an ' 
yo ' put it in yore pocket . 
An '  yo ' take yo ' some loose 
salt, have it in yore han ' , 
an ' yo ' sprinkle it all roun ' 

where yo ' - [do ] not let chure b o s s  see it - all roun ' where yore boss makes 
tracks at . Sprinkle it all roun ' dere an ' , s ee, salt conkahs . Salt is a conkah 
thing . Salt conkahs a lotta things yo ' know, j es ' even cookin ' salt. Yo ' kin 
do a lotta things wit s alt . Dat ' s good . [Savannah, Ga . ,  ( 1 2 6 0 ) , 214 0 : 4 . ] 

BOSSMAN : TIE SALT IN WHIT E RAG - CARRY - LOOSE 
SALT RUB ON HANDS-HEAD-FACE - SEE BOS S FOR JOB 

9450 . Take s ome table salt an ' 
yo ' wrop it up in a little piece 
of white rag, an ' tie it up an ' 
tote it in yore pocket . An ' 

aftah yo ' tote it in yore p ocket, yo ' take a little bit in yore han ' an ' j es ' 
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rub it right lak dat [demonstrates]. 
all lak dat. 

(Over your hands?) 

An '  rub it all ovah yore haid an' face an' 

Yes sir, an' aftah yo' done rub it all in yore han' s, jes' go [to the boss] 
an' he' ll look out fo' yo' . Prob' ly yo' don' git de job tuhday, prob' ly not 
tuhmahrah, but befo' dat week or so out he' ll give yo' sompin tub do. [Savannah, 
Ga., (1262), 2144:9.] 

9451. If yo' goin' tub hunt a job an' yo' think yo' not goin' be a success, 
yo' always tote yo' a li' le salt in yore pocket. Have salt in yore pocket evah 

BOSSMAN: CARRY SALT IN POCKET ON JOB OR LOOKING 
FOR ONE - RUB SALT ON HANDS BEFORE MEETING HIM 

mawnin' when yo' on dat job or 
when yo' goin' jes' tub look 
fo' a job, see. An' jes' ' fore 
yo' git tub yore boss, yo' put 

a li' le bita dat salt in yore han' an' goes up wit chure han' lak dat [demon
strates] an' jes' rub. An' go on tub yore boss. [Brunswick, Ga., (1249), 
2123:1. 1 

9452. Anythin' lak dat yo' wanta do an '  jis' be' s aroun' dere [the bossman] 
an' yo' have dis pot salt in yore han' . An '  why? Yo' know, yo' jis' throw it 

BOSSMAN: SPRINKLE SALT NEAR HIM WITH INCANTATION 
aroun' an' it' s some words yo' 
say an' it' ll work: Mah jus
tiae aonrin ' from de Lord an ' 

cih trust 'im tuh regulate aU mah affairs. 
in de Bible an' it' ll work out all right. 

(And this boss will give you a job?) 

An' it' s de words dat yo' kin repeat 

Yes. 
(Are those all the words you say?) 
Yes. 
(Do you say those words just once?) 
No, yo' jis' [do] dat [demonstrates]. 
(While you are sprinkling that salt around. That' s in the Bible, you say? 

Those words are in the Bible?) 
Yeah, it' s in de Bible. [Those italicized words are not in the Bible but the 

two ideas expressed are Biblical.] [Jacksonville, Fla., (559), 695:2.] 
9453. Ah hear' d if yo' s [you is] workin' or eithah want a job, an' somebody 

else was workin' dere, dat yo' could take a li' le salt, an' when de boss walkin' 
outa de do' , an' throw it on ' is 

BOSSMAN: THROW SALT ON BACK TO KEEP OR GET JOB coattail, dat yo' d [you would] 
always have a job. [If you 

threw salt on the bossman' s'coat while he was leaving or going out a door, he 
would not return (see No.9442 following), but here intention is more powerful 
than action. [Richmond, Va., (367), 304:9.] 

945 4. One of de mos' valuable things, yo' kin take salt an' run evahone out 
dat house in ten minutes. 

(Just how would you do that?) 
Jis' take dat broom an' open de back do' an' de front do' , jis' lak yo' open 

dis do' heah, an' take de broom an' turn it bottom upwards, an' put a handfulla 
salt right in de broom, an' set it wit de broom up an' close de do' . In ten 

BROOM - TURN BRUSHY PART UP BEHIND DOOR - SALT IN 
HAVING OPENED FRONT AND BACK DOORS - COMPANY GOES 

minutes evahone of ' em·git 
restless an' leave dere. 
Ah run company dat way some
times, when ah have company 

home an' git sick of ' em. Ah jis' git up an '  go in de kitchen, an' take de broom 
an' set it behin' de do' an' throw salt on top of it, come back dere an' set down. 
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In about ten minutes dey all git restless an' leave - dey go an' leave. [Bruns
wick, Ga., (1240), 2119:2.] 

9455. Sprinkle salt on brushy part of broom an' set it [brushy part] up [be
hind door]. Run 'em outa house. [For an unusual example of this rite, a box of 
salt set down into brushy part up, after broom strings cut, see from New Orleans, 
No.2426, p.674, v.l.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (212), 118:5+85.] 

9456. Hell, ah've saw 'em use broom or knew dey used brooms, fo' instance, 
lak if yo' have a party dat visits yuh house an' yo' not interested in dat party. 

BROOM - UPSIDE DOWN IN CORNER OF HOUSE - WHEN 
VISITOR LEAVES THROW 3 HANDFULS OF SALT BEHIND 

An' when dey come tub de house, 
yo' take dat broom an' put it 
upside down in de cornah of dat 
house. When dey leaving outa 

de house, throwin' three handfulla salt behin' dem. Dey don' come back. 
(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (879), 1449:6.] 
9457. When a person come in yore house dat yo' don' wan' 'em in dere, yo' 

kin strew down a li'le salt, an' take dat broom an' sweep dat salt on out behin' 
'em; an' when dey go, yo' kin 

AFTER VISITOR LEAVES - SWEEP SALT BEHIND HIM 
AND SHAKE THE BROOM AND HE WILL NEVER RETURN 

shake de broom an' dey'll quit 
comin' roun' dere. [Waycross, 
Ga., (1126), 1832:12.] 

BURNING: NEW BOX OF SALT - EVERY MORNING THROW 
HANDFUL INTO FIRE - ACT ANGRY - WISH HIM AWAY 

9458. Take an' go tub de sto' 
[store] an' git chew a box of 
salt, where [what] yo' put in 
bread [not salt for cattle]. 
An '  yo' kin take dat salt an' 

evah mawnin' yo' kin take a han'fula it, an' throw it in de fiah an' make a wish. 
Wish he'd [he would] nevah come dere no mo'. An '  den act lak yo' mad, when yo' 
throw it in de fiah, an' he won' come back dere tub bothah yuh no mo'. [Norfolk, 
Va., (490), 525:4.] 

9459. If you had an enemy call upon you and you did not desire his visit or 
attentions, when they are beginning to leave, without letting them know what you 

AS ENEMY LEAVES - SPRINKLE SALT ON HIS BACK AND 
ACROSS DOORSILL - AFTER 24 HOURS SWEEP UP AND BURN 

then sweep it out the door and across the sidewalk, 
up, and that person will never visit you any more. 
inder 54), by Ediphone.] 

do, sprinkle salt on their 
back and sprinkle salt across 
the doorsill. And let it 
remain twenty-four hours, 

and take it up and burn it 
[Fredericksburg, Va., (cyl-

9460. If a woman had a man an' she wanta git rid of him, she would first 
start a argument wit him, an' de minute dat he'd begin tub walk out, de same 

BURN: TO GET RID OF MAN - WOMAN STARTS ARGUMENT 
AS HE WALKS OUT DOOR - SHE THROWS SALT AFTER HIM 
SWEEPS - BURNS SALT ON STOVE OR FIREPLACE - CURSES 

as ah'd walk out de do' 
dere [door of interviewing 
room] dat she would take a 
han'fulla salt an' throw it 
behin' him, an' throw some 

on de stove or in de fy'place [fireplace] - out de do' behin' him, an' if she 
got a fiah in de stove, throw some on dat. An '  she would use a auss. Den he 
stay away. In othah words dey would sweep yo' track out de do' as yo' go out. 

(Would she also sweep after - she would throw this salt after you and throw 
it into the fire. And throw it behind you, and she would put some in the fire 
and curse. That would make you stay away?) 

Yes. [Florence, S. Car., (1286), 2183:3.] 
9461. Dey say if a man is away from yo' an' yo' want him tub come back, yo' 
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git  a new pack of salt dat has nevah been used out of, an ' yo ' burn it an' call 

IF MAN L EAVES - SHE BURNS NEW BOX OF SAL T - CALL S  
HIS NAME - SPRINKLES SAL T ALONG PATH HE TOOK 

'RETURNS INSIDE - CALL S HIS NAME - BURNS MORE SAL T 

his name, fo' him tuh come. 
An '  j es '  nex' yo' leave outa 
yore house, start where he 
left an' sprinkle dis sal t, 
an ' den turn round an' walk 

right back in dere, an' call ' is name an' throw some in de fiah. He ' ll come 
bac k ag' inst his mind. [Florence, s .  Car., (1293), 2193 : 11.] 

9462. When dey [person moving from house] git ready tuh leave an' done swept 
up evahthing, done swept de whole house up, j is'  sweep it intuh a - it have tuh 

FIREPL ACE - BURN WITH SAL T HOUSE SWEEPINGS IN 
WHEN MOVING OUT - NEXT RENTER WILL NOT STAY LONG 

be a chimley. Sweeps it intuh 
a chimley. An' dey throws a 
handful of sal t in dere, an' 
den dey ma ke a "X" in de back 

an '  dey burns dat papah stuff [old papers] up in dere. An' anybody dat moves in 
dat house won' t stay dere. Dat' s de way dey done things. 

(Where do they make that "X" ?) 
In de back of de chimley, right in de back of de chimley. [For burning salt 

in fire, s e e  also No.2271 ,  p.641 , v.l ; also No.9139, p.3699, v.4.] [Jackson
ville, Fla., (605), 784 : 8 .] 
9463. Throwin' salt on de stove 

TO BURN SAL T ON STOVE CAUSES QUARREL IN HOUSE 
will cause a quarrel. 
(Where? ) 
In de house wit de famil y. 
(That is, if I wanted to cause 

that quarrel , I woul d stand in here and burn 
Yeah. [ Brunswick, Ga., (1192), 1948 : 1 6.] 

that salt.) 

9464. Git chew some salt an' put it aroun' yo' do' . Yo' ain' t gotta pick 
no special mawn in' , but j es '  lak yo' wan' chore [author' s] business good, sprinkle 

BUSINESS - INCREASED BY SALT UNDER DOORSTEPS AND 
ABOUT EDGES OF SALESROOM - DO NOT LET SAL T BE SEEN 

it roun' yo' do' . An ' j es'  
lak dey come in heah inside 
tuh see yore [author' s] room 
or sompin, put it aroun' in 

de edge of de room. Well, yo' goin' git customahs, yo' know, befo' - all de time. 
Ah mean, yo' know, j es'  lak yo' sellin' likkah. All right, yo' wan' a sprinkle it 
[salt] undah yore steps. Yo' don' wa' [want] nobody tuh see it yo' know. 
Sprinkle it roun' yuh do' an' den sprinkle it in yuh room. 

(That is all you have to do?) 
Yes sir. [Q uite a num ber of salt and business rites are also given in Nos. 

2583-2615 , pp.711-71 7 ,  v.l.] [Savannah, Ga., (1252), 2125 : 11 .] 

KITCHEN DOOR - STANDING AT L OOKING OUTSIDE - WAL K 
BACKWARD S  INSIDE SPRINKLING SAL T FOR CUSTOMERS 

9465 .  Put some cookin' salt 
right in de do' , in fron' of 
de do' yo' see; an ' put some 
backwards tuh de kitchen wheoe 

dey be walkin' in. 
of dey days. 

An '  dey walk in ovah dat salt, he' ll have good luck de balance 

(Who woul d do this?) 
De man, or anybody wus runnin' de house. 
(Of any kind [ of business] - selling what?) 
Sellin'  moonshine or • • • •  [ Brunswick, Ga., (1233), 2089 : 12.] 
9466. Yo' kin take a box of sal t an' j es'  t' row it all de way roun' yore 

house evah mawnin' . Don' t use nuthin fo' dat but j es'  t ' row it roun' de house 
fo' nine mawnin' s. An '  dat will give yo' luck. 
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CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 9 MORNINGS 
THROWING SALT FOR BUSINESS LU CK 

CENTER OF BED: SEW UP SALT IN NEW HOME SPUN 
ON THIS BAG EACH DAY FOR 9 DAYS MAKE CROSS MARK 
WHILE TALKING TO SALT - SEW UP SALT BAG IN CENTER 

OF MATTRESS - IF MAN LIES ON BAG FREQUE NTLY 
YOU HOLD HIM - A QUIN CUNX RITE - MAGIC OF PATTING 

(Luc k f or what?) 
L uck fo' busi ness, peopl es 
c omi n' i n  an' tradi n'  wi t 
chew. [Brunswic k, Ga., 
(12 55), 2 082:9.] 
9467 . An'  den, dey says, 
yo'  ki n take som e table salt 
an' put it i n  a pi ece of new 
home spun. An '  yo' ki n put -
open up yore mattress an' put 
it right i n  de centah of yore 
mattress. An' sew dat mat-
tress bac k up on i t  an' let 

' im l ay on dat sal t bag. Say. An '  yo'  tal k tuh dat sal t fo'  ni ne mawnin' s an ' 
tell i t  whut chew wan' i t  tuh do. Jis' PAT IT [new-home spun bag c ontai ni ng 
salt] an' den make a c ross-mahk ac ross it, yo' see. An' dey says he' ll al ways 
stick tuh yo'  l ak dat. 

(You just tell th at sal t anythi ng you want done wi th that man?) 
Wi t dat · man. Make a c ross-mahk ac ross it. 
(You only talk to that sal t while you are putti ng it i n  there, you don' t tal k 

to i t  each morni ng?) 
Yo' tal k tuh i t  each mawni n ' , yo' make a c ross-mahk each mawni n ' . [Thi s may 

be the only patting ri te i n  HOODOO.] [Savannah, Ga., (12 56), 2 12 8 : 4.] 
9468 . [CENTER OF A CIRCLE, HERE REPRESENTED BY A PLATE, IS RARE IN HOODOO. 

For another example, see No.9683, p.382 3. Contrari wi se, c enter or mi ddle of a 
square or obl ong (bed, h ouse, grave, room, etc .) i s  fai rly c ommon, the center or 
fifth poi nt c reati ng a qui nc unx . ]  

Yo' ki n, if yo' got a mean rent-man dat worries yo' an' yo' c an' t gi t al ong 
wi t ' im. Yo' ki n gi ts up i n  de mawni n '  an' gi t yo' a f resh box of sal t - c ooki n '  

CENTER O F  PL ATE - SPOONFUL OF NEW SALT IN - CARRY 
TO WINDOW WHERE SUNRISE WILL FALL ON IT - AFTER 
SUNRISE THROW SALT OUT WINDOW - TURN PLATE DOWN 
RITE WILL CHANGE MEAN RENT-MAN INTO PLEASANT ONE 

sal t. Teah [tear] i t  open 
an' yo'  have a tabl espoon
ful ,  an' yo' put a spoonf ul 
i n  yore right hand. Dat 
pl ate must be thoroughly 
clean dough [though]. P ut 

i t  [spoonful of sal t] i n  yore right hand an' put it i n  de mi ddle of dat pl ate. 
An '  yo'  bri ng i t  right tuh de wi ndah where de sun ri se early dat mawni n' , an ' 
yo'  jes' th row i t  [sal t] out de wi ndah,  an' c ome bac k an' turn de pl ate down. 
An '  ah don' t c�y [c are] h ow mean h e  i s, when he gi t dere he be pleased . 

(Th at is ag ai nst the rent-man . )  
Yes, de rent-man .  [Brunswic k, Ga., (12 49), 2 12 2 : 5.] 
9469. Well,  yo'  go i n  tuh be tried, yo'  jes' spri nkl e de salt all roun' dere, 

all roun ' jes' where no one see yo' . Jes'  spri nkle salt as yo'  goi n' up de steps, 

COURT CASE AND SALT 

Ga., (12 60), 2 190: 5.] 

right on up evah step, an' jes' as cl ose tuh de offic ah, 
de judge, as yo' ki n git tuh wit dat sal t. An ' dat' ll 
lighten up de c ase, it won' t be hard on yo' . [Savannah, 

9470. Carry some tabl e sal t wi t chew an' evah word yo' says - evah word, 
yo' know - jes' l ak ah wus sayi n' , evah word yo'  say, why spri nkle some of dat 
salt. Keep spri nklin'  i t  all de time .  

(What will th at do?) 
Wel l ,  i f  yo' goi n' gi t a fi ne, i t  will c ut i t  down - shortah , won' t be as 

heavy. 
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(You me an e ve ry t ime you spe ak or the judge spe aks?) 
Evah t ime ah - jes' lak ah wus in co' t an' ah wus t alkin' . Evah t ime ah would 

say a word ah be mashin' it • • •  [in my hand] . [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1185) , 1998:21 . ]  
947 1 .  Husban' or wife or jis' a frie n' . We ll, dat salt , jis' as yo' come in, 

whe re vah yo' set or whe re vah yo' we nt in de house , sprinkle dat salt dere an' de n 

CROSS OF SALT 
lak dis [demo nst rates t wo st rokes making sign of cross] . If  yo' 
step ovah de salt , de y says dat ' s misfort une wit yuh mind . an' 
yo' jis' forget about e vahthing an' yo' won' come back. [Vicks

burg, Miss. , (720), 989:3. ] 
9472. I f  yo' wan' ' e m [t o] move out an' de y won' git out , je s' when dey c a.e  

out de re - jes' whe n  de y come out , aft ah de y come out an' yo' know de y gone . yo '  

DIRE C TI ON I N  WHICH PERSON LEFT - THROW SAL T I N  
je s' git right in de same direc
t ion de y we nt , an' yo' take yo ' 
a handful of salt an' th row it 

in dere [in dire ct ion pe rson we nt ] . 
back, by de he ' p  of God. " De y won' 

Say , "Ah hope yo' st ay gone an' ne vah come 
come back, ain' t goin' come back. [Florence . 

S. C ar. , (1331), 2292:3. ] 
9473. An' de re ' s anothah thing dat she kin do or he  kin do at de home an' 

[if] de y can' t git along t uhgethah .  I f  he comes back, t uh keep ' e m from squab

DOORSTEP - SPRI NKLE SAL T AT - TO PREVENT QUARREL S  
blin' so much , sh e ki n t ake 
a li' le salt , cookin' salt . 
sprinkle it aroun' , in de 
an' he ' ll be quiet or she ' ll house , roun' de , ' bout de do' step in cases lak dat , 

be quiet . [Wilmingt on, N. C ar. , (252), 248:2. ] 
947 4. Jis' lak yo' wan' a house - jis' lak anyone naggin' an' de re be a whole 

lot of r�ws in de house an' yo' wan' a quit dat ro win' an' live ple asant in de 

SAL T I N  CAN OVER DOOR - " I N  NAME OF DE LORD" 
TO KEEP HOUSEHOL D P EAC EFUL 

house . Yo' t ake a li' le bit of 
t able salt , but choo have t uh use 
it In dE Name of de Lord. An '  yo' 
t ake dat table salt an' yo' put 

a li' le bit in a can or anything , an' put it up ovah de do . An '  dat ' s good tuh 
keep yuh home quiet . [Wilmington, N. C ar • •  (299), 222:8. ] 

9475 . Now, jes' lak dat - dat ' s commo n, dat s easy t uh be done , dat ' s a sh ort 
argument . Why yo' je s' t ake a li' le pot salt an '  sprinkle it ' fore yuh do' . Yo ' 

will nevah be in no peace at 

NO P EAC E AT ALL - I F  SALT PUT AT YOUR DOOR 

YOUR SALT ON P ERSON' S DOOR UP SETS PEAC E WI THI N 

all. Jes' a li' le pot salt . 
[Charleston, S. C ar. , (511), 
575:2. ] 
947 6.  Th row salt on de do' or 
on de porch , an' de y more den 
apt tuh leave . Yo' know saLt 
gives ' em bad luck if yo ' bring 

it from yuh own h ouse .  An '  de n de y won' t stay de re in peace an' de y' ll fin ' ly 
mo ve out . [St . Pete rsburg,  Fla. , (994), 1 606:4. ] 

947 7 .  Once someone had did some pin t uh hurt me an' de y tole me wh ut tuh do . 
Dey said go back home an' look undah de flo' - u ndah de step an' dig undah dere 

IF HURT - DI G HOL E  U NDER STEP S AND FILL WI TH SALT 
an' git some salt an' spriD
kle in da t hole . D a  t would 
kill dat wh ut de y had fo' .e .  

Wahl, ah did dat but ah don' know wus it . Ah did wh ut de y said all right . Dat ' s  
de best ah knowe d of it [to] do. [St . Pete rsburg, Fla. , (1033). 1 681:1.] 

947 8. Yo' t akes cookin' salt an' sprinkle it in front de do' . sprink le fer 
t ' ree mawnin' s. De n de fo' th mawnin' de people will mo ve out . Evah mawnin ' 
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3 MORNINGS BEFORE 6 SPRINKLE SALT AT DOOR TO MOVE 

3 MORNINGS BEFORE 6 SPRINKLE SALT AT DOOR AND WISH 

about - t ime about 'fo ' 6 
o'clock. [New Orleans, La., 
(801), 1117:1.] 
9479. There's several dif
ferent met hods to work at 
it . The one method, why 
you would get up in the 
morning at t hree o'clock 

and take t hree hands of salt , and throw 'em across the door and ma ke your 
wishes. And somet imes it have a t endency t o  make ' em move. [New Orleans, La., 
(819)' 1169:1.] 

9480. Yo' say yo' wan' 
carry it unbeknown t ub dem 

zem t ub move out dis house. Git chew some salt an' 
an' sprinkle it across de sill of de do' - see, right 

DOO RSILL - SALT ACROSS TO MOVE 
crossin' de do'. All rig ht .  Well, now, yo' 
see, dey gotta st ep ovah dat . An '  when dey 
open dat door de nex' mawnin' comin' tub go 

out where dis here salt is, yo' see, dey goin' tub pass ovah it , yo' undahst an'. 
Why dey gotta sweep it out a de house out a de way. An' when dey g o  tub sweep dat 
salt away from dere, see evahbody in de house follah it . Won't be long, ma ybe. 
Ah've had dat done t ub mahself all right .  [Jacksonville, Fla., (610), 787:12.] 

9481. Ah heard yo' could git some cookin' salt . Ah've heard dat chew kin 
t ake salt , cookin' salt , an' if anyone was kin' of a enemy of yo', dat is if 

BURY SALT UNDER YOUR DOORSTEP FOR AN ENEMY 
AFTER HE WALKS OVER IT HE BE COME S A FRIEND 

yo' an' him has had some disag ree
ment some way an' he seem tub be a 
enemy of yuh, dat yo' could bury it 
undah yore st eps, an' he'd walk ovah 

it , dey say he'll even come - really aft ahwards - come tub be yore friend, comes 
all de way 'long. [Waycross, Ga., (1062), 1721:17.] 

9482. Fo' peace in yore home, yo' kin t ake table salt , j is' common t able 
salt , an' sprinkle it roun' de flo', but don't sprinkle it heavy so dey kin de

FLOOR - SALT SPRINKLE D LIGHTLY O N  - BRINGS PEACE 

FOUR CORNERS OF HOUSE - SMALL SAL T PILE IN EACH 
NAME THE M: "MONEY" " PROSPERITY" "LOVE" "BUSINESS" 

t ect it , yo' see. An '  dat 
keep de diff'rence out a yore 
home. [Little Rock, Ark., 
(900)' 1473:18 .] 
9483. [Dey kin] bring salt 
from dere home an' put it 
int uh your place [house] -

salt , cookin' salt , see. An' de same thing dey says dat dey'd [t hey would] com
pare salt . It gives yuh hard luck as being a means of g ood luck by putt in' it 
in de fo' cornahs. [Salt brings bad luck and g ood luck.] 

(What will t hat do, putt ing it in the four corners?) 
Say dat brings luck. An '  yo' names each pile de kinda luck dat you'd lak tub 

run in. Fo' inst ance you'd lak tub have dis [demonst rat es] as de money pile, 
dis is some ot hah prosperit y, dis is love, an' dis is biggah business. [Jackson
ville, Fla., (556), 691:17.] 

9484. Go t ub de st o' an' buy yo' cookin' table - box of cookin' table salt . 
An '  if yo' kin git a chance tuh go tuh dat house, yo' put it roun' tuh de fo' 

4 CORNERS - INSIDE AND OUTSIDE HOUSE 
TABLESPOONFUL OF SALT IN EACH TO MOVE 

cornahs. Put about a t ablespoon of dat 
t ub evah foah cornahs of dat house. [4 
corners out side and 4 corners of each 
room]. An' yo' g o  inside an' yo' put 

as much as yo' kin in each cornah of dat house. Don't care how many cornahs 
it 's g ot ,  yo' put some in each cornah - a tablespoonful. An' dey have t ub move, 
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can' t stay in der e. [ Waycross, 
9485 . Git chew a new box of 

of t ab le salt an' yo' j es' t ake 

Ga. , (113 5), 1845 : 3 . ] 
t able salt . List en good ! Git chew a new box 
it an' open it . See, no one haven't nused [ used ] 

1!IEV SALT - STIR - THROW BEHIND DE PARTING MAN AND 
WMAN - SAYING " GO" - THEN IN 4 CORNERS OF HOU SE 
POT SALT - SOME UNDER HE ARTH BRICK - TO SEPARATE 

out of dat .  An' when de' bot h 
ar e leavin' yor e house, yo' 
j es' t ake some of dat salt 
an' chunk, stirrin' [ magic 
act ion] yor e salt lak dat 

[demonstrat es cir cular mo t ion, saying] ,  " Go. " An '  d en when dey - yo' j es' t hrows 
out yore arm lak dat [demo nstrat es] , yo' j es' spr inkle it aroun' in each cor nah 
of de house, in all fo' cor nahs, an' dey'll finely [ finally] br eak up. An' den 
yo ' take up one of de  bricks in yor e chimley an' j es' put some undah de bott om 
of dat ,  an' set it right back down der e. An' dey won't be der e  long - no, dey 
won ' t  be der e  long t uhget hah. 

(T hat will separat e  t hem?) 
Yes, separat ed .  
( I  would d o  that ?) 
Yes, separ at ed, fuss all de  t ime till dey separ at ed . Ah'll pull 'em apart . 
(If I wanted t o  do t hat , I would wait unt il t his man and his wife walk out 

and then I would sprinkle it in their house. Do all t hat ?) 
Yes. [ Sumt er,  S. Car . , (13 43), 2325 : 2. ]  
9486 . Yo' kin git t able salt an' sprinkle it in de  fo' cor nahs of de house: 

one, t wo, t hree, fo'. An' yo' put dat table salt in de  cor nah der e  an' yo' 

FOR PE ACE AND LOVE - SPRINKLE SALT IN 4 CORNERS 
OF HOUSE - AND AT SIDE OF BED WHERE HE SLEE PS 

sprinkle some salt around de  
side of  de  bed wher e he  sleep 
at , an' dat 'll make de home 
j es' charmed • • •  make it lovin, 

not have no fuss. Dat 'll stop de  fuss • • •  make peace, yessuh. [ All of t his be
cause salt keeps out " wit chcraft . "  For keeping out witchcraft , s ee No. 9446, 
p. 3 780 . ] [ Sumt er ,  s .  Car . , (1378), 2447: 17. ] 

9487. Take some salt an' t hr ow it in fo' cor ner s of d at place, an' t ake yo' 
two st icks an' cross 'em in d e  midd le of de flo', an' walk out backward s. Did 

j u' [ you] heah me? 

m KEE P HOU SE FROM BEING RENTED AFTER YOU MOVE 
PDT SALT IN 4 CORNERS - CROSS 2 STICKS IN CENTER 

(Yes. Now what would t hat 
do?) 
Dat would keep de  land lord 
from rent in' de  place. 
(T hat is to cross up t he 

house so t hat t he land lord can't rent t he place after he has mo ved you out . ) 
[New Or leans, La. , (15 58), 2833 : 5 . ] 

9488. If anyone will come in yuh house -
home an' broke yuh home up, an' yo' know dey 

j is' lak a person wan'a come in yuh 
come [ for that pur pose] , t ake some 

salt an '  go all t hrough yuh 
house an' t hrow it in de  each 
fo' cornahs of d e  house, an' 
use it In de Name of de Lord . 

IF ANYONE TRIE S  TO BREAK UP YOUR HOME - THROW 
SALT IN E AC H  4 CORNERS 11IN DE NAME OF DE LORD" 

An '  when dey use dat salt , t hrow it t hr ough de  house. Dey t hrow it undah yuh 
do ' st ep t oo when dey come. Why when dey come in dey can't d o  a t hing t uh yuh 
an '  e vaht hing will go on pleasant . [ Wilmington, N .  C ar . , (299), 222: 9+85 . ]  

9489. Yo' kin t ake salt , a bran'-new box of salt , an' t hrow it in each cor
nab. Start from d e  sunrise an' g o  round t uh each fo' cornahs, an' yo' put de 
salt in each cornah of yore house. An' git in de  midd le of yuh flo' an' yo' 
.ake a wish. [T he middle of yuh f Zo ' �  t he fift h point, t ur ns t his into a 
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S TART AT S UNRIS E S IDE OF HOUS E WITH NEW S ALT 
CIRCUMAMB ULATE OUTSIDE OF HOUS E CLOCKWIS E 
S PRINKLING AT THE 4 COB NERS - INS IDE IN CENTER 
OF FLOOR MAKE WIS H - IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER 
DE SON AND DE HOLY GHOST WITH PEACE INCANTATION 

quincunx rite.] Den yo' kin 
take dat salt an' burn it "In 
de Name of de FatJz ah, de Son 
an ' de Ho ly Ghost , put peace 
an '  pleasure in mah home." 
(After you do that at the sun
rise side, which way do you go 
then?) 
Yo' stay tuh yuh right [walk 

clockwise] . Yo' see yo' start in de sunrise an' yo' go roun' till yo' git tuh 
de last cornah. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1 410), 2533:7 .] 

9490. Yo' kin put red peppah an '  salt - yo' weah dat in yore shoes, see. 
An ' den yo' take salt an' put it in each cornah of de wall in yore rooms where 

4 CORNERS OF BEDROOM - S ALT IN FOR PROTECTION 
OR S ALT AND RED PEPPER IN S HOES ALS O PROTECTS 
SWEEP S ALT AND RED PEPPER AND DEPARTING TRACKS 

yo' sleep at. An ' if anybody 
[come] tuh yore house dat yo' 
don' want tuh come tuh yore 
house - dey come tuh yore house 
an' yo' don' wan' 'em dere - de 

time dey'd leave yo' sprinkle salt an' red peppah in dere tracks right out dere 
behin' ' em, an' sweep it out. S ee, an' dey won' evah come back a'gin. Well, we 
tried dat one time 'bout a police, about a law. Dey haven't nevah been dere tuh 
bothah us no mo'. 

(That first about that salt and pepper [in 4 corners of bedroom] , that is to 
keep you from being harmed?) 

Yeah . [Waycross, Ga., (1078), 17 46:10.] 
9491. Wh y, y o ' kin be moved even wit de sunshine , even wit de table salt. 
(How do you do that?) 
Yo' take de Bible an' yo' take de salt an' 

sun, an' yo' throw yuh salt tuh de east. S ee 
go tuh de do' at de risin' of de 
[demo nstrates] .  An' yo' go through 

yore rooms no'th, east, so'th 
an' de west. S ee, an' yo' 4 DIRE CTIONS: BIBLE IN ONE HAND - S ALT IN OTHER 

GO TO DOOR AT S UNRIS E - THROW OUT S ALT TO EAS T 
OR GO THROUGH ROOMS THROWING S ALT TO 4 CARDINAL 
POINTS OF COMP ASS  - EITHER RITE 3 DAYS - HE GOES 

throw dat salt around in dat 
room. Dat is, eithah way yo' 
kin do it. An '  den yo' go 
back - yo' do dat fo' three 

mawnin's an' he'll git upset an' of co'se he'll move. Yore [victim's] nerves 
will become nervous an' yo'll [he'll] have tuh g o. 

(Now I go to the door that's facing th e east, and th row some salt • • •  ) 
Dat way, yes, an' dat way [demonstrates] • • •  fo' directions. 
(That will make them [him] move out.) [Little Rock, Ark., (88 7 ), 1461:5 .] 
9492. [Gambling rites using salt in HOODOO are common and scattered through 

the text - see especially vol.l, p.641 ,  Nos.2264- 227 0.] 
Yo' kin take some table salt, see lak yo' an' anothah fellah tuhgethah - yo' 

an' 'im gamb lin', see. Well, if he don' gamb le an' yo' gamble, yo' kin take 
some table salt, table salt whut de' [they] put 

GAMBLING - SALT USED WHIL E  anywheres. Have it in yore pocket an' let him have 
it in his pocket • • •  an' yo' goin' be gambling. Well, 

dis fellah , jes' lak ah'm settin' up heah now - ah'm lucky, yo' let dat [demo n
strates] jes' drop dat table salt right down ahind of [behind] him. Oat's tuh 
change his luck. 

(That is to spoil any hand that he has.) 
Oat's right. [S t. Petersburg, Fla., (999), 1 61 6:5 .] 
9493. T ake an' put dat salt on 'em. 
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ONbat d id you say - sal t ? )  
Salt will kill anybody [ anybody ' s Zuaky hand ] what set s dere a t  dat t ime .  
(Kill anybody ' s what ? )  
Toby . [Word toby wa s rare down Atlantic coa s t line . ] 
( I  see . ) 

3 7 89 

At de t ime dey u s in ' it , if yo ' kin g i t  a chance tub spr inkle salt on ' em ,  
d e  toby won ' t do ' em no good . An ' yo ' kin win j is ' a s  much as dey kin . Ah know 
dat . 

(Even if  you can ' t spr inkle that sal t on the toby , if you spr inkle it on them 
it ' s all r ight . )  

But put it on dem,  dey got dat on dem .  Yo ' spr inkle it  on dem .  
( I t  will kill the strength o f  the toby . I see , a gambl ing toby . ) [Vicksburg , 

Mis s . ,  ( 749) , 1019 : 3 . ] 
9494 . Yo ' kin take pot salt an ' carry i t  tub a [ skin game ] , j es ' lak if  yo ' 

goin ' gamb lin ' , an ' throw it  r ight wher e yo ' a t  or wher e de people at  t ill it  
connec t me wit all de money . Have good luck an ' succes s ful . An ' throw i t  an ' 
ta lk to it . Dat why yo ' have good luck an ' succe s s ful . Good luck in gamb lin ' . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 24 04 : 16 . ] 

9495 . Yo ' take dis table sal t s  in yor e han ' , don ' let it  tetch yo ' [ except 
your hand ] , an ' yo ' sprinkle it all ovah dem whu t ' s lucky , an ' dey begin tuh 
fa Z Z in ' .  

(They begin losing . )  
Yeah . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1206) , 203 8 : 6 . ] 
94 9 6 . I f  yo ' winnin ' an ' somebody slip up behin ' j oo an ' sprinkle salt on 

yo ' , say yo ' go tub lo s in ' den . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1544 ) , 2805 : 7 . ]  
94 9 7 . In gamb lin ' , to drop salt down in [ on] each othah back an ' dat will 

cau se ' em tub lose . 
(That is if someone wa s lucky in winning . I f  you drop a l ittle salt on him , 

that  will kill his luck? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . [ Flor enc e ,  S .  Car . , (1285 ) , 2182 : 10 . ] 
9498 . In o thah word , if  yo ' wanta give him bad luck , yo ' could give him bad 

luck by put t in ' salt on him . Tub aross  his luck yo ' po ' salt on dis man .  Dat ' s 
bad luck tub anyone gamb l in ' , enythin ' , so for t h .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (108 0) , 1 7 4 9 . ]  

94 9 9 . Jis ' sprinkle table 
HOUSE - SALT SPRINKLED AT OR IN CAU SES  A QUARREL salt • • •  

[ I  stopped recording machine 
too soon , then decided to repeat informant ' s words . ]  

(You j u st spr inkle this table salt and that will cause a quarrel in the hou se?) 
It sure goin ' tub du z one evah t ime .  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 20 ) , 9 9 0 : 10 . ] 
9500 . (Take sal t  and do wha t with it ? )  
Sprinkle i t  in de house . Dat make , yo ' know, fu s s  an ' f ight . [ Wilson, N . Car . ,  

(1544 ) , 2681 : 10 . ] 
9501 . (Take table sal t ? )  
Yes suh , an ' spr inkle i t  all d e  way roun ' dat hou se an ' der e cain ' t any one go 

back tub it dat chew don ' t want tub . Call dat man ' s name da t chew don ' t wanta 

SALT NAMED AND SCATTERED AT HOUSE 
PREVENTS PERSON FROM RENTING IT 

go der e .  
( I  would d o  this i f  I d idn ' t want anybody to 
rent this house?  Or to l ive in her e after I 
left ? )  

Yes suh . [ Little Rock, Ark . , (8 9 9 ) , 14 7 1 : 6 . ] 
9502 . I f  yo ' kin git intuh dere house,  take table sal t an ' carry it  tub de 

fr ont do ' an ' throw it out . Jes ' come r ight straight through de house , spr in
klin ' it as yo ' walk through , an ' spr inkle it down an ' name it t ill yo ' git tub 
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TO MOVE PEOPLE SPRINKLE SALT AND NAME IT THEM 
AT BACK DOOR - THROUGH HOUSE - OUT FRONT DOOR 

de walk wher e it go in ' out [ to 
str eet or road ] an ' dey ' ll move 
out very shortly behin ' yo ' . 
(You go in the back door and 
walk r ight through the house? ) 
Walk r ight through the house an ' 

spr inkl e i t  as yo ' go out . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1384) , 24 59 : 7 . ]  
9503 . Yo ' kin take salt . Lak a man when he leaves , yo ' kin take sal t fo ' 

nine straight mawnin ' s an ' yo ' stan ' in de do ' an ' yo ' go on - yo ' come out . 

IF MAN LEAVES - WOMAN WALKS OUT SAME DOOR 
9 MORNINGS - THROWS SALT 3 TIME S OVER EACH 
SHOULDER TOWARDS HOUSE - EXPECT HIM IN 9 DAYS 

Come ou t in de front yard an ' 
take dat sal t an ' throw it back 
on dis  man thr ee times . Throw 
de sal t back in de house ovah 
yor e r ight shouldah three times , 

an ' ovah yore lef ' shouldah three t imes . Dat ' ll br ing ' im back . 
(You stand out in front o f  the door with your back to the house and you do 

that  nine morning s ? ) 
Nine mawnin ' s .  He ' ll be back in nine mawnin ' s .  He ' s gotta come back . [Mem

phis , Tenn . , (152 2 ) , 2 7 14 : 1 6 . ]  
9 5 04 . Yo ' kin j es ' take a new box of  pot salt an ' carry i t  an ' s tping i t  all 

de way round de house at night an ' talk tuh it an ' tell ' em ah want chew tuh 

CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE AT NIGHT 
TALKING TO AND STRINGING SALT 

9 MORNINGS - CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - SCATTER 
SALT - SKIP 9 MORNINGS AND REPEAT - TO MOVE 

make sech-an '-sech-a one move OP 
leave heah . An ' when nine days 
are up why dey ' ll have tuh go . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1363) , 2404 : 3 . ] 
9505 . Dey take sal t nine mawnin ' s 
an ' put it from de front tuh de 
back, miss nine mawnin' s ,  an ' d en 
put it roun ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 

den in twenty days dey ' 11 be gone . Dey couldn ' t l ive d er e  any mo ' . 
{That  is to make them move out o f  the house? ) 
Make them move . 
(In put t ing this salt from the front to the back,  do  you go through the house 

or round the house? ) 
Roun ' de hou s e ,  de outsid e ,  nine mawnin ' s an ' d en yo ' skip . Den yo ' do d e  

othah nine mawnin ' s .  Dat ' s two nine mawnin ' s ,  j es ' skip one nine an ' den pu t i t  
roun ' dere nine - outside of de buildin ' . Ah ' ve heard ' em say dat would make 
dem mov e ,  dat dey ' ll nevah have good luck wit dat house . An ' d ey can ' t stay 
dere any mo ' • 

(In other words , you s imply go round twic e ,  nine morning s ? ) [ Wil son , N .  Car . ,  
(148 6) ' 2159 : 1 .  1 

9 5 06 . Whut tuh do tuh keep de law from bo thahin ' yo ' . Yo ' could buy a fr esh 
box of salt , Jack FPost [ trade name ] sal t ,  an ' put two level handful at de front 

"LAW'' CAN BE KEPT AWAY BY USING SALT 

do ' an ' two level handful at de back, an ' 
dey ' ll nevah come roun ' yor e home . [ Sa
vannah , Ga . ,  {125 9 ) , 2136 : 6 . ] 
9507 . An ' even in usin ' dat salt - d id 
ah tell yo ' ' bout de sal t ?  Remembah when 

ah tole yo ' ' bout de usin ' de salt tuh keep d e  law away from yor e  house? Now , 
dat sal t whut chew use fo ' dat , don ' nevah use dat f o ' cookin ' or nuthin el se 
but j es ' fo ' dat  paht ic ' lah purpo se . [ Here is a par t of a fundamental law in 
hoodoo : ingr edi ent used - o ther than par ts  of a p er son ' s body or anything 
touc hing him ,  such as  clo thes - must  b e  new; and anything lef t over must  no t b e  
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used again for any purpo se . 
Car . , (1351 ) , 7 6 2 : 10 . ] 

L ike all laws , they are of ten broken ! ] [ Sumter . S .  

9508 . Now if yo ' runnin ' a gamb l in ' house , 
wanta be lucky ' bout dis thing , always keep in 

sellin ' whiskey , go t women , if yo ' 
yo ' plac e loo se sal t , ice cream 

sal t .  Git de  ice cream sal t ,  
it ' s in b ig lump s . [ Ice  
cream salt is rare in  HOODOO. ]  
Dey says yo ' could swallah 
one of ' em [ lump s ] ,  dey good 
fo ' yo ' s tomic anyway . Jes ' 

ICE CREAM SALT LUCKY FOR SELLING WH ISKEY OR WOMEN 
Oil A GAMBLING HOUSE - SCATTAH SOME ROUND DE HOUSE 
DO THIS 9 SUCCESSIVE MORNINGS - SKIP 9 AND REPEAT 
POLICE WILL STAY AWAY OR IF PAS SING SPEAK OR WAVE 

put one in yo ' mouth an ' swallah it an ' dey says dat ev ' ry once in a while j es ' 
scat tah some all round de house . I t  roll up lak snow [ informant no t a nat ive 
of place where we are talking ] or sweep it  out . Dey says de cop s  or p ' l ic e  will 
har ' ly evah pas s  by ; if dey do , dey speak tuh yo ' an ' wave dere han ' s .  Yo ' do 
dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s s traight an ' den yo ' skip nine . Dey tell me dat ' ll work 
fine. An ' ah believe some people ' s doin ' it r ight heah [ in the c ity ] now ,  ' cuz 
ah been heah a long t ime .  Dey say da t ' s a fac t . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 

3 TIMES THROW SALT TO SUNRISE WITH INCANTATION 
163 0 : 9 . ] 
9 509 . Salt throw tuhward s  sun
rise 3 t imes , say , Whitefo lks 

go an ' don ' t  aome baak. An ' dey ' ll [ polic e ]  s tay ' way from yuh . Go yuh UJay an ' 
Ze� me a lone . [Memphis , Tenn . , (968) , 156 7 : 2 . ]  

9510 . Ah heard yo ' could take sal t an ' spr inkle i t  roun ' yore house . Yo ' 
kaow, bury it undah de do ' s tep s an ' - if yo ' wanta sell l ikkah an ' keep de  law 

LAW KEPT AWAY BY SALT BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP S 

SALT AT DOOR BEFORE SUNRISE - NO ONE CAN ENTER GATE 

away from der e .  [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , (1469 ) ,  near 
265 2 : 11 . ] 
9511 . Yo ' r ise early in 
de mawnin ' befo ' de sun 

rise an ' 
(That 

1778 : 9 . ] 

put sal t befo ' de do ' , an ' nobody will nevah come in de  gate . 
is to keep the law away or your enemies . )  [Waycro s s ,  Ga . , (1104 ) , 

9512 . Well , now,  it ain ' t but two things tuh keep d e  law away from de place . 
Yo ' spread table sal t down where he is an ' he ain ' t goin ' tuh come up dere . 

rm!.Oil 'EM [ SALT ] DOWN 'IS [ LAW ' S ]  BACK ! 
Dat ' s all it is . Yo ' j es ' git tuh 
' im an ' throw ' em down ' is back an ' 
put ' im in hard luck,  an ' he ' s goin ' 

aa away from dere . 
(976) ,  1581 : 2 . ] 

He ' s no t goin ' tuh come where yo ' is . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

9513 . Ah wus told once that the law, the way to keep them away from your 
�e is to throw salt behind them , if they ever come . Get a handful of sal t 
..a throw behind him and they will b e  very seldom visitin ' . [New Orleans , La . , 
(796) , 1109 : 9 . ] 

9514 . Ah ' ve heard da t if yo ' don ' wan ' a person tuh yore house , when dey 
Ie.Ye take a hand of table sal t an ' throw i t  b ehin ' dem an ' dey ' l l  nevah return . 

9 MDRRINGS - SALT AT DOOR TO MOVE PERSON 

[ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1005) , 
1 6 21 : 3 . ] 
9515 . Take table salt an ' spr inkle 
it roun ' de do ' f o ' nine mawnin ' s ,  
an ' dey go tta go . 

(!bey have to move out o f  that house . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1252) , 21 25 : 6 . ] 
9516 . I f  yo ' l ivin ' roun ' a set o f  mean people or neighborhood , yo ' j es ' 

..ab [.orning ] fo ' nine mawnin ' s yo ' take salt , brand-new sal t an ' spr inkle it  
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9 MORNINGS - NEW SALT AT DOOR FOR FRIEND S 
all roun ' yore  do ' step an ' yo ' ll 
make plenty fr iend s - yo ' won ' have 
any enemies .  Evah mawnin ' fo ' nine 

mawnin ' s  b efo ' sunr ise in de mawnin ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1 260) , 2140 : 1 . ] 
9 5 1 7 . Yo ' take sal t fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' s tart from de back side of yore 

house an ' j es '  goes lak dis heah [ d emons trates ] ,  j es '  go lak dat , an ' dat keep 

9 MORNINGS - STARTING AT BACK - CIRCUMAMBULATE 
HOUSE - USING 2 INCANTATIONS EXPRESSING PURPOSE 

any enemies out . Jes ' go ahead 
an ' throw yore salt , say : Stop 
her In de Name of de Lord. An ' 
yo ' have f r ien ' s all de t ime , 

yore  enemies won ' stay dere . An'  d e  law won ' come tub dis house • • •  
[ I  stopped r ecord ing but immed iat ely turned on machine to repeat  the mis sed 

words . ]  
(You do that  for nine morning s ,  and you say : GO 'way enemie s, an ' come in 

frien 's . )  
Dr ive yore  enemies out an ' br ing yore  fr iends in . An ' scattah it ins ide de 

house .  [Wil son, N .  Car . , (1504) , 267 0 : 1 0 . ] 
9 518 . [ New Orl eans was the scrubbingest place of them all , spec ial pr epara

t ions often being call ed a scrub . ] 
She take some sal t watah an ' evah mawnin ' befo ' day - i t  wouldn ' t  b e  quite 

light yo ' know - she ' d  take dat watah an ' scrub de whole place an ' scrub ' er 

SCRUB WITH SALT WATER - DAMPEN HIS HAT WITH IT 
room . An ' when he ' d  come she ' d  
rest his hat , lak anyone would 
do yo ' know. An ' she ' d  have a 

sof t damp rag wi t de same solut ion , an ' when he ' d  be read in ' or othahwis e  lak 
dat , she ' d  dampen his hat , j es '  take it lak dis  [ d emons tra t e s ]  an ' dampen i t . 

(Ju s t  dampen the hat with the rag . What is  that supposed to do then? ) 
Keep him d er e ,  yes . [ To keep him from being taken away would have b een a 

better answer . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (1563) , 28 5 9 : 2 . ]  
95 1 9 . Whut ah heard about de j ob proposition - whut chew kin do tub make him 

give yo ' a j ob or tub make peace . Yo ' undahstand me? Well , all yo ' have tub do 
is buy yo ' a fr esh box of Jack Frost [ t rade name] sal t an ' put it in yor e  pocket 

an ' put some in yore shoes an ' 

NEW SALT IN SHOES AND POCKET WHEN SEEKING JOB 
go on tub him .  
(Go down to the boss and ask him 
for a j ob ? ) 
Yeah , dat ' ll make peace . Dat ' s  

r ight , dat ' s  all yo ' gotta do . [ Savannah , Ga . , (125 9) , 213 7 : 6 1 . ] 
9 52 0 .  People say dat yo ' could take salt , fresh salt in de shoes - weah i t  

i n  de shoes . Anybody p u t  d o wn  anythin ' ag ' in yo ' ,  dey s a y  it wouldn ' t  take no 

PROTECT YOURSELF WHEN WALKING OVER HIDDEN 
CONJURE BY WEARING NEW SALT IN BOTH SHOES 

' feet . 
( I f  you walk over anything? ) 
Yes suh , if yo ' walk ovah anythin ' 
why i t  won ' t take ' feet ' count [ on 

account ] de sal t . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (13 94) , 2505 : 1 1 . ] 
9521 . Den yo ' kin take table salt an ' weah it in de bot tom of yuh shoes , j es '  

lak yo ' got d is business goin ' on now [ informant will r eturn to dis business o f  

AUTHOR ADVI SED O N  HOW T O  BECOME " SLICK" 
IN YORE BUSINESS • • •  YO ' CARRYIN '  ON NOW 
BY WEARING SALT IN BOTTOMS OF BOTH SHOES 

tub be luc ky in yore  doin ' s an ' successful . 

mine later ] . Yo ' kin take table salt 
an ' weah it in de bot tom of yore 
shoes , an ' go roun ' dat by day wit 
dat undah de bot tom of yore feet , an ' 
yo ' come tub b e  slick an ' yo ' ll come 
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(You say wearing the sal t in your shoe makes you lucky in all sort o f  things? ) 
Jes '  in all sor ts  o f  things dat chew carry on. TAKE TABLE SALT AN ' PUT IT IN 

DE BOTTOM OF YORE SHOES DAT YO ' WEAHIN ' .  DAT ' S SO ' S  YO ' GIT SLICK AS GLASS .  YO ' 
HAVEN ' T  NEVAH TRIED DAT? 

(NO . )  
WELL , YO ' TRY DAT IN YORE BUSINESS .  JES ' LAK DIS  BUSINESS YO ' CARRYIN '  ON 

WOW. See , yo ' put table sal t in de bo t tom of yore shoe , yo ' be lucky an ' suc
cessful . Yore feet git s l ic k  as glas s . [ Faye t teville , N . Car . , (1415) , 254 6 : 11 . ] 

952 2 .  I ' ve known p eople to wear sal t in the bo t tom o f  their sho e ,  the lef t 
shoe rather , to prevent anybody from cunj uring them ; or , i f  they go any place 

SALT IN LEFT SHOE TO AVOID CUNJURE 
and walk on anything , it won ' t inj ure them. 
[ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (85) , grade school teacher 
who was born and s t ill l ives near Richmond , 

Ya • • excep t during the school year , 14 : 2 . ]  
9523 . They say tha t they [ an enemy] could take salt and put i t  in your lef t 

sboe and i t ' ll g ive you bad luck f or a cer tain number of years . [ This and pre

OILUCKY I S  SALT PUT IN YOUR LEFT SHOE BY ENEMY 

SALT IN RIGHT SHOE AND UNDER BED TO CHANGE LUCK 

ceding r ite abou t sal t in lef t 
shoe demons trates the power o f  
intention . ]  [ Richmond , Va . , 
( 38 7 ) , 4 59 : 5 . ] 
9524 . And he [ roo t doc tor ] 
told me to wear sal t in my 

right shoe and take a lit tle sal t and sprinkle up under the bed every day . He 
say it would change your luc k .  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 6 2) , 258 : 3 . ]  

9525 . Ah have , ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  takin ' yuh shoe an ' sprinklin ' table sal t 
.a' things l ike dat or Epsom sal ts  intuh yuh sho e .  An ' dat i s  i f  yo ' are a per

SIDES - SALT OR EP SOM SALT IN - KEEP S MAN HOME 
son who believes in s tayin ' 
away from home , lak if i t  was 
yuh husban ' an ' he ' d  lak tuh 

stay ' way from home all de t ime - always away from home . An ' dey would put some
�' intuh his shoe lak sal t or [ Epsom] sal ts  an ' - undahneat ' de l inin ' o f  de  
Shoe - an ' dat  would cuz ' im tuh s tay home . 

(Either shoe? Bo th shoes or j us t  one shoe? ) 
Both shoes tuh make him s tay home . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 988) , 1593 : 11 . ] 
952 6 .  Den dere ' s  ano thah thing , if yo ' wanta run a per son o f f . Yo ' kin take 

... [ get ] table sal t an ' j es '  throw it roun ' in yore room fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Pu t 

.XS SHOES - WOMAN SHAKES SALT INTO TOES OR 
�S THEM UP SIDE DOWN - ONE AT CORNER OF BED 
..aD - OTHER CATERCORNERED AT BED FOOT - THEN 
..aP SALT IN ROOM 9 MORNINGS TO GET RID OF HIM 

THI S  I S  A MAGIC-oF-THE-DIAGONAL RITE 

a l i ' le in de toe of dey shoe 
an ' shake i t  down [ into the 
toes ] an ' turn dat shoe down , 
one down at de  foo t - one o f  his 
shoes down at de  foo t [of the 
bed ] af tah he ' s  gone tuh baid . 
Yo ' kin take dat shoe an ' turn 

� down at de foo t [ o f  the b ed ]  an ' carry one [ shoe]  tuh de haid [ o f  bed ] tuh dat 
.chah o ff [ oppo site]  pos t .  Jes ' lak d e  baid has fo ' cornahs , lay one [ shoe]  down 
a£ dis cornah an ' de  o thah one [ shoe ]  down at de  o thah cornah , j es '  lak dat [ d em
... trates by pointing to bed in interviewing room] . 

(What will that do ? )  
Vell , dat will run a man on away from yo ' .  
ffhat i s  to get r id of the man? ) 

Yes s ir . 
{You put the o ther shoe ca tercorner from the o ther one ,  and you [ also ] put 

� sal t around the room . ) 
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[ This magic-o f-the-diagonal rite is al so known in New Orleans by laying a 
broom catercorner under the b ed - see v . l ,  p . 6 7 4 , No . 24 2 5 . ]  

Yo ' put j es ' a least bit  o f  sal t roun ' in yore room ,  j es ' put a l i ' le bit  in 
his sho es an ' shake i t  down tub de toe where he won ' detect it when he go tub 
put it on . 

(That is to get rid o f  him? ) 
Git rid o f  him .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1256) , 2129 : 3 . ] 
9 5 2 7 . Why , i f  yo ' i s  gone away from yuh wife an ' [ o f ten equal s or ] she gone 

away from yo ' , why yo ' kin git up soon in de mawnin ' , mo s ' any mawnin ' . Don ' t 

SILENCE : NO SPEAKING BEFORE CALLING HER NAME 
EARLY 3 MORNINGS - THROWING SALT WAY SHE WENT 

speak tub anyone . An ' j es ' go 
back dere an ' git sal t - a box . 
Git some sal t an ' call ' er name 
fer three mawnin ' s .  De foth 

she is a li ' le mind of it ,  
she comin ' back . 
you do with that sal t ? ) 

[ if she has the slightest intention o f  mawnin ' , if 
returning ] , 

(What d o  
Take dat 

7 85 : 9 . ] 
sal t an ' throw it de way she went . [ Jacksonville ,  Fla . , ( 6 0 6 ) , 

9528 . An ' den if yo ' wan ' him tub 
han ' while he ' s ' sleep - if yo ' maybe 

SLEEP - TO MAKE A PERSON TALK DURING 

SWEEPING SALT BEHIND VI SITOR 

tell evahthing he knows , yo ' kin put his 
ketch him drunk - put his han ' in some cold 

sal t an ' watah , if yo ' wanta f ind out whut 
he ' s do in ' , an ' he ' ll tell evahthing he 
knows . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 2 ) , 2698 : 15 . ]  
9529 . If yo ' know de per son dat ' s goin ' 
der e ,  if yo ' seein ' ' em an ' i t ' s j es ' 

somebody whut visit yo ' , dat yo ' don ' wanta visit yo ' . Well , now whenevah dey 
leave , yo ' j es ' throw j es ' a l i ' le p inch of sal t behin ' dem,  an ' sweep it in de 
direction dey gone . Dey can ' t - dey won ' t come der e ,  dey ' ll stay ' way . [Way
cro s s , Ga . ,  (1166 ) , 1 9 6 0 : 2 . ] 

9 5 3 0 . All right . Git  chew a box o f  table sal t an ' j es ' when dey leave out , 
yo ' j es ' take dat table sal t an ' spr inkle it behin ' dem .  An ' git chure broom 
an ' sweep de broom out behin ' dem. Yo ' won ' b e  bothahed wi t dem no mo ' . [Fay
etteville , N. Car . , ( 13 9 7 ) ,  2 5 1 6 : 3 . ] 

9531 . Ah ' ve heard that  i f  there ' s anybody come to yore house that yo ' don ' t 
want them tub come there , when they go tub leave , throw some sal t b ehind them an ' 
j es ' sweep l ightly an ' that  will stop them from comin ' [ to sweep light ly here i s  
a part of the magic action] . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1421 ) , 2 5 60 : 10 . ] 

9532 . An ' when ah gits  tid [ tired ] o f  ' em comin ' tub see me , dey way ah do ' s 
him : When he - j i s ' when he git tin ' up goin ' out , ah ' ll put sal t behin ' him ,  an ' 
take a broom an ' sweep him on out . An ' ah won ' t be bo thahed wit him no mo ' . Ah 
won ' t have tub hur t his f eelin ' . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (94 7 ) , 152 6 : 8 . ] 

9533 . Den ,  in case , i f  de police come tub yuh house an ' yo ' runnin ' a whiskey 
house or some kinda business , well yo ' kin take some sal t an ' throw it out behin ' 

WHEN SWEEPING SALT BEHIND PERSON USE NEW BROOM 

MAKE A WI SH WHILE THROWING SALT BEHIND VI SITOR 

dem ,  an ' sweep it out wit a 
bran ' -new broom .  He won ' t come 
back no mo ' . Dat will keep ' em 
from comin ' back . [ Savannah , 
Ga . ,  (1259 ) , 2138 : 9 . ]  
9534 . As per son leaves ,  throw 
salt , make wish , take broom and 

sweep , won ' t come back . [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 805 : 2 . ] 
9535 . Take sal t an ' tro ' [ throw] roun ' de house an ' cus s  ' em ,  den sweep i t  -

sweep dey tracks . Dey say dey won ' t come back den . 
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(What will that d o  then? ) 
CUSS AND SWEEP OUT VIS ITOR ' S 

SALT- COVERED FOOT TRACKS 
Dey say dey won ' t come back . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1292) , 2191 : 10 . ] 
9536 . Dey tell me , git chew some salt when dey 

soin ' [ from your house ] .  Start where dey got up from an ' carry it on an ' spr in-

SPRINKLE SALT FROM WHERE VIS ITOR SAT TO OUTDOORS 
SWEEP SALT OUT DOOR CALLING NAME AND SAYING " GO ! "  

kle . Throw it out de do ' an ' 
call dere name an ' tell ' em 
tub go . Den take up de broom 
an ' sweep dat same salt out 

chore do ' . Dey won ' t come back . [ Florence,  S .  Car . , ( 1 2 93 ) , 2 1 94 : 16 . ] 
9537 . Have tub git  chew a box of table salt , spr inkle it all ovah yo ' flo ' . 

Dat ' s  from de front do ' - j is ' lak if yo ' got a po ' ch on yore house ,  LAK DAT 

9 II>RNINGS - SPRINKLE SALT ON THE PORCH AND SWEEP 
IT OFF BEGINNING AT DOOR - TO MOVE PERSONS WITHIN 

PO ' CH DERE [ po int s ] - from 
de front do ' tub de po ' ch . 
[ For this porch see comment 
later . ] An ' take yo ' a 

broom - one dese ole long brooms� stiff handle one [ see comment later ] - an ' 
sveep it r ight out . Jis ' take dat salt an ' sweep i t  out . Do dat fo ' nine mawn
iD' s .  An ' af tah de nine mawnin ' s dey wi l l  move an ' nobody won ' t  have tuh te l l  
'enr. 

(That i s  to make a per son move out of the house . But you have to sweep that 
�f f up , spr inkle it at their house? Don ' t you or what ? )  

Don ' care whose house it is , if it ' s yuh house or dere house or anybody ' s 
� e .  Jis ' lak yo ' rent in ' dat man ' s house , yo ' rent in ' dat house belong tub 
dat man .  Well , prob ' ly yo ' go dere a t  night , quite natchel [ natural ] i f  yo ' 
wanta do dat yo ' goin ' have a broom wit chew . Well , yo ' take dat salt an ' spr in-
ltl.e. • • • 

[ The preced ing dat po 'ah dere is a valuable p iec e of personal memorab ilia . I 
cauld not remember whether I had interviewed in a second-floor back room ,  or one 
looking out upon the upper porch of the former Clark Ho tel for blacks at Method
ist Town , a black settlement then on the edge of St . Petersburg . You can see a 
colored pho tograph o f  this building , now abandoned , among the illustrat ions at  
� end o f  v . 3 ,  I ll . 8 .  This  picture I took in 1 9 7 0 , 31 year s af ter the pr esent 
�erview . For St . Petersburg , see a lso vol . l , Intro . XXXIV , and let ter to Ed
..rd Buf ford among illus trat ions at end of vol . 2 . ] 

[The preceding long broamsJ stiff handle one i s  somet ime called a stiak broom 
(see 2424 , p . 674 , v . l ) . The shor t broom or un-stitf one , of cour se , is var ious 
�iet ies of the hand sweeper ; long and tough gras ses or twig s laid in a row and 
4Dabled , the point of doubling being the handle . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (104 9 ) , 
U04 : 6 . ] 

9538 . If this per son was an enemy to you , then you get some salt - out o f  a 
� that has never b een used - and when the per son leaves , you spr inkle the salt 

10RD ' S NAME - USED WHEN SPRINKLING SALT BEHIND 
EIEMY - SWEEP IT OUT - SET BROOM BOTTOM UPWARD S 

behind them . You d id it In the 
Name of the Lord . Then take a 
broom and sweep it out the way 
they went . Then set the broom 

t.ck in the house bot tom s ide upward .  And they wouldn ' t come back again . [ For 
setting brushy par t of broom up and handle down behind door , a r ite  widely spread, 
-.e 243 2 ,  Wilming ton , N .  Car . , and 2433 , New Orleans , La . , both p . 67 5 ,  v . l ,  etc . ] 
[Old Po int Comfor t ,  Va . ,  collected in 1936 by Ediphone . ]  

3 TIMES THROW SALT BEHIND PERSON : IN THE NAME OF 
0) THE FATHER ( 2 )  THE SON ( 3 )  THE HOLY GHOST 

9 5 3 9 . As per son leaves , make 
one throw of salt behind him : 
In the Name of the Father , 
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second In the Name of the Son , and third In the Name of the Ho ly Ghost . 
come back . This same thing in ano ther person ' s house wil l  make him move 
[ Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 06 : 12 . ] 

Won ' t 
out . 

9 540 . If  yo ' has a individual in 
an ' yo ' can ' t g i t  him out - or  can ' t 

SALT ON MATTRES S OF UNWANTED VIS ITOR 
BEFORE TURNING IT - UPS ET EVERYTHING 
DAT 1 S A KIND OF A TORMENT TO DE ROOM 

yuh house an ' yo ' wan ' dat individual out , 
git him or her out - why evah time dey go 

out , yo ' turn dat mat tress ovah . An ' 
evah time dey go out yo ' spr inkle salt on 
dat mat tress an ' turn it ovah , an ' have 
dere things changed aroun ' from where dey 
put it . When yo ' f ind it at one place , 

take an ' change it an ' put i t  at ano thah place . Dat ' s a kinda torment to de  
room . Dey will f inely [ f inal ly ] move away . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 98 3 ) , 
1591 : 1 2 . ] 

( 2 )  SALT AND RED PEPPER TOGETHER 

[ Normally the word pepper alone means red pepper , usually b lack pepper being 
described as b lack (see examples in the black pepper rites at the beginning of 
sect ion (4) , Nos . 9644- 9654) .  Black can be substituted for red in an emergency , 
but red is more powerful ; especially potent , if the container in which it was 
purchased pictures a red devil . Red of course almo st  always ind icates cayenne 
pepper , though " f inger peppers"  - the ho t-sauce peppers - are sometimes ment ioned .] 

9 541 . Tuh do yuh harm? Well , dere ' s sev ' ral ways dat a p erson could harm 
yuh . At t imes a person would take red peppah an ' salt an ' stir i t  an ' spr inkle 
it aroun ' . At times dey could throw it on yo ' shouldah or enywheres about chah 

an ' make yuh have ill luck . 
BACK OR SHOULDER - RUB OR THROW ON (Well , what do you mean by throwing that  

SALT AND RED PEPPER MIXED salt and pepper around ? ) 
Jes ' take i t , yuh know, lak dey go t i t  in de 

hand , yuh know . Jes ' have it lak dis  [ demonstrates ] . While yo ' stand ing dere 
dey could spr inkle a l i ' l on yuh back.  Well , somet imes , yuh know , dey come tuh 
yuh wit dey han ' an ' j es ' rub on yuh , yuh know , an ' say , "How yuh is ? "  Dey par ts 
it [ salt and pepper ] down [ on you ] de  same time , see . 

(What will that do to you then? ) 
Dat ' ll give yuh ill luck . 
(That will give you ill luck? ) 
Dat ' l l  give yuh ill luck . Yuh wouldn ' t b e  a success fer nuthin , prob ' ly fer 

de rest of yuh days . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (517 ) , 604 : 4 . ] 
9 5 42 . Well , they say that they could g e t  a - can you hear what ah say? 
( I  heard you . ) 
Well , they tell me they can take a red pepper [ cayenne pepper ] and salt and 

spr inkle that  in front of your door . Tha t ' s to make confusion and you can ' t get 
along ther e and that [ sort of thing ] . Why , you ' l l  move . [ New Orleans , La . ,  

(835) , 12 56 : 5 . ] 
BURN SALT AND RED PEPPER - WISHING 9 5 43 . Dey use [ burn ] cayenne peppah an ' 

table salt an ' make yuh wishes ovah da t . 
An ' if yuh kin git anywhere about de  house , tuh git some of it in dere , da t ' l l  
make d em  f ight lak de devil . 

(Tha t ' s all you have to do . Burn s ome o f  that . )  [ Norfolk , Va . , (48 6 ), 515 : 12 .] 
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9544 • .  Take d e  peppah an ' sal t  an ' press it tuhgethah an ' burn it , an ' put 
i� in yore pocket an ' carry it wit yo ' when yo ' go in ' tub look fo ' a j ob ,  if yo ' 

UEAR BURNED SALT AND PEPPER FOR JOB 
want luck.  An ' if yo ' talkin ' tub yore 
man , yore bossman , dat ' s  yo ' s  tryin ' tub 
git a j ob wit , have dat in yore han ' an ' 

[they say yo ' ll g i t  yo ' a j ob if anybody gits one . [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 148 6) , 
cylinder 2 6 60 : item No ? ]  

9545 . If de oppo s i t e  party would want confus ion in yore house , dey [ you ] 
take an ' send ovah tub yore ne ighbah tub borrah some sal t . An ' aftah yo ' git  
da� salt , yo ' see , yo ' take dat sal t  an ' yo ' go  roun ' de house - an ' yo ' put 

CDKNERS 3 OF HOUSE - PUT AT - SALT BORROWED 
PROM THAT HOUSE - MIXED WITH OWN RED PEPPER 

some cayenne peppah [wi th it ] see -
roun ' de three cornahs of de house , 
see . Yo '  put dat cayenne peppah 
roun ' dere  an ' it will cuz confu

sion dere . Dey won ' t  be no kinda ' greements [ agreement s ]  atall . Dey ' ll j es '  be  
in a uproar all  de t ime roun ' dere , by borrahin ' de table sal t . 

(Well , now who would do that?  Suppo se they [ peopl e ]  would want to cause con
fusion in this house [where I am int erviewing ] ,  some other person out s ide would 
borrow from some ne ighbor near here? ) 

Borrow it from heah [ the house we are in now] . 
(You have to borrow it from the person with whom you are go ing to cause con-

fusion? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Then you say they are r ight a t  the same house where they borrow i t ? ) 
Yessuh . [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1398) , 2518 : 1 . ] 
954 6 .  Well , if yo ' wanta make ' em  f ight bad in yore home , yo ' j es '  go dere 

an' git chew some sal t  an ' red peppah , an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' throw it in each 

CORNERS 4 OF HOUSE - SALT AND RED PEPPER IN 
cornah of de house - throw it in 
each cornah of de house . Take it 
an ' put a l i '  1 b it on de flo ' . Won' 

be long ' fo '  dey be  f ight in ' . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1368) , 2425 : 1 . ]  
9547 . Take cookin ' sal t  an ' mix it wit cayenne peppah, ef dey have a rug or 

anythin ' on de floor , an ' spill it in evah cornah in de house . He canno t stay 
dere . He ' ll have tub leave . 

CORNERS OF HOUSE - ALL OF THEM 

CIOSS S IGN - SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND - "GO" 

[ Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 617) , 
7 92 : 6 . ] 
9548 . When person leaves , throw 
sal t an ' red peppah b ehin ' ' im 

an '  make sign of cro s s  an ' tell ' im tub GO !  [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 17 : 6 . ] 
9549 . Take yo ' some red peppah an ' salt an ' spr inkl e in dis person yard in 

de night , da ' kest  night , say dey ' ll move . Yo ' wouldn ' t b e  worried wit ' em  any 

DARKEST NIGHT - SALT AND RED PEPPER - IN YARD 

NEW SALT AND RED PEPPER ON PORCH 

mo ' .  [ Brunswick,  Ga . , (1217 ) , 
2170 : 10 . ] 
9550 . Git a bran ' -new box of 
sal t an ' cayenne peppah an ' yo ' 
spr inkl e it aroun ' in de porch 

an' in de rooms . Sal t an ' peppah makes confus ion . Cayenne peppah . [Mob ile , 

DOOR - SALT AND RED PEPPER AT - CROSSING SPELL 
Ala . , ( 68 8 ?  701? ) , 953 : 4 . ] 
9551 . Heard of ' em  usin '  sal t  
an ' red peppah tuhgethah . Dat 

is �h raise disturbanc e roun ' de home . Mix de sal t an ' peppah tuhgethah an ' 
spr inkl e i t  undah de do ' s ill o r  somewhere neah de house , an ' in crossin '  dat , 
da� ' ll teah up a home . [ The words doorsi l l  and saddle o f  the door are infrequent 
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in hoodoo usage . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454 ) , 2 643 : 14 . ] 
9552 . Well , they say tha t they could get a - can you hear what ah say? 
(I heard you .  ) 
Well ,  they tell me they can take a red pepper [ ground cayenne pepper from a 

box ] and sal t and spr inkle tha t in front of your door . That ' s  to make confus ion 
and you can ' t get along there and that [ sor t of thing ] . Why , you ' ll move . [New 
Orleans , La . , (835) , 125 6 : 5 . ] 

9553 . Take some sal t an ' red peppah an ' bury it undah de s teps . Da t ' ll 
make ' em leave . 

(Make them move ou t o f  the house? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1533 ) , 2750 : 5 . ] 
9554 . Ah hear ' d  dey take sal t an ' peppah an ' put i t  undah yuh dohs tep , dat ' ll 

hurt choo . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (19 9 ) , 105 : 6 . ]  
9555 . Go tuh yore house ver ' [ early ] mawnin ' ' fo '  sunr ise an ' spr inkle sal t 

undah yore do ' s tep - sal t an ' red peppah undah each do ' s tep . Dat ' ll make yo ' 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - SALT AND RED PEPPER AT DOOR 

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DOOR 
SALT AND PEPPER - INCANTATION 

move . 
(But i t  mus t  be before sunr ise? ) 

Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (945) , 
15 25 : 4 . ] 
9556 . As he leaves yo ' kin take 
dis  peppah an ' sal t togethah an ' 
spr inkle i t  all roun ' outside 

yuh door an ' j es '  on de inside , an ' tell ' em  tuh s tay out [ use some sor t of in
canta t ion] an ' dey won ' come in - can ' t come in . 

{That ' s  to keep anyone from s taying there . )  
Yes s ir . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 6 ) , 67 7 : 5 . ] 
9557 . Yo ' take sal t an ' red peppah dus t . 
( Suppo se that ' s  my door r ight there [ door o f  interviewing room] . Now , how 

would you put that down? ) 
[ Informant go es over to the door . ] 
Yo ' dig a trench [ demonstrates ] .  
( S traight out from the door . )  
Right near de step s ,  an ' put i t  [ ingred ient s ]  in dere [ demons trates ] :  one , 

two , three , an ' covah i t . 
(You make these three trenches r ight in front o f  the door s tep and you put one 

of these things [ p iles of mixed salt and red p epper ] in each of tho se trenches 
and you cover them up . And then wha t do you say? ) 

3 TRENCHES DUG AT RIGHT ANGLES TO DOOR 
3 PILES OF SALT AND PEPPER COVERED IN 

"Go devil ! "  
(And you say no one can s tep over that 
door [ doorsill ] ? )  
No s ir . 
[ As soon as informant lef t the room I 
added a comment o f  my own : "Wilming ton , 

N . C .  The informant d id mo s t  of this by pantomine : mix ing the sal t and red pepper, 
divid ing it into three p iles , d igging three trenches ,  f illing and cover ing them . 
His f ew words were mumbled . Hence I had to recons truc t wha t was ac ted and spoken 
from my own running comment s  on the telediphone cylinder . ]  [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , 

DOORSTEP - SALT AND RED PEPPER UNDER 
AS VISITOR LEAVES - THROW SALT AFTER 

(228) , 2 23 : 1 . ] 
9558 . Heard ' em  say dat tuh put bad luck 
on yo ' ,  dey would g i t  some cayenne peppah 
an ' sal t an ' bury it at dere s tep where 

yo ' come up a t  - so yo ' have tuh walk ovah i t . 
Af tah yo ' d  leave out [ depar t ] , den dey ' d  spr inkle some sal t on yo ' - throw i t  
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onto yo ' .  Yo ' know, j is '  a s  yo ' d  be passin ' out [ through the door ] , dey ' d  throw 
it on yo ' lak dat [ demons trates ] . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Thet would run yo ' away from de place . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 2 7 ) , 1509 : 2 . ] 
9559 . Jes ' take some red peppah , dis cayenne peppah an ' sal t ,  table salt 

an' j es '  spr inkle it all in de hous e ,  an ' dat ' ll cuz confus ion or a bad sepa
ration . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

SPRINKLE SALT AND RED PEPPER IN HOUSE FOR SEPARATION (1555) , 2 8 29 : 8 . ] 
9560 . Well , j es '  lak yo ' 

9 MORNINGS SCATTER SALT AND RED PEPPER FOR CONFUSION got a good ole man an ' 
some t imes dey begrudge 

yo ' ,  well , yo ' j es '  spr inkle salt an ' cayenne peppah aroun ' every mawnin ' fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dat keeps up a dis turbance - keep ' em f ight in ' an ' fus s in ' . 

(That br eaks you [ a  family ] up . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 27 ) , 2 7 26 : 7 . ] 
9 5 6 1 . [You ] kin git some simple thing an ' j is '  git some red peppah - cayenne 

peppah - an ' salt , an ' call ' em in an ' have a few word wit ' em ,  kinda conver sa
t ion . An ' den af tah [ or as ] dey go out , throw 
it  out behin ' dem an ' j es '  sweep it out . Dat ' s  

SWEEP FOOT TRACKS OUT THE DOOR how yo ' could d o  dat . Dat ' s  a li ' l  s imple way 
SALT AND RED PEPPER ON THEM tub git r id o f  anybody dat yo ' don ' t want . 

(I see . Now what else could they do ? )  
Well , dat ' s  about de s implest thing yo ' could 

do tub git r id o f  ' em .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 09 ) , 9 7 7 : 1 . ] 
9562 . (How do you do that ? )  
What you d o  with a broom? Just like I want you to leave out o f  this house , 

where I ' m  got t ired and s ick and disgusted [with you ] . All I go t ta do is  ge t me 
some sal t ,  you see , and some pepper . And j us t  as you leave out , I take the salt 
[ and pepper ] and throw it behind you - throw it down and I take the broom and 
sweep . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 866) , 1403 : 1 . ] 

9563 . I hear say if  de r entman come to your house an ' yo ' a in ' t  got de 
.aney , ain ' t able to pay him an ' yo ' don ' t want him to put yo ' out , get yo ' a 

brand-new box o f  salt , and a brand-new 
SWEEP NEW SALT AND PEPPER FOR RENTMAN box o f  pepper . Open de door an 1 don 1 t 

use no thin ' else but that . Every t ime 
be come dere , spr inkle your house an ' sweep it , sweep it in the room an ' yo ' 
won' t have no trouble with him . [Nor folk, Va . ,  (465) , 4 5 8 : 1 . ] 

9564 . As person leaves , spr inkle salt 
an ' p eppah behin ' ' im an ' say , GO! An ' 

IRCANTATION AT DOOR WITHOUT SWEEPING don ' t  come back no mo ' .  [Washington, 
D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 22 : 2 f . ] 
9565 . They tell me that if you on a j ob 

like now, i f  I ' m workin ' heah with some people an ' yo ' don ' t like me . [You say ] 
wi wish you ' d  git away from heah , " ' caus e he [ you ] go t hateful ways or somp in 
like that , " s tuck-up" [maybe ] .  They tell me yo ' take salt an ' cayenne p eppah 
an' mix it togethah . I f  you could ketch dem g oin ' out o f  do ' ,  throw it at ' em 
so they won ' t see it  an ' sweep it on out . An ' they said he won ' t  be  d eah long . 
[Richmond , Va . ,  (346) , 28 9 : 3 . ] 

9566 . Dey say dey spr inkle salt an ' peppah in de house an ' when dey go out 
yo '  kin sweep it  out behin ' ' em an ' dey ' ll move out lak dat . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  
(1199 ) , 211 6 : 7 . ]  

9567 . Yo ' kin take red peppah an ' sal t an ' spr inkle it , chew know, where yo ' 
set down [ have been sitting ] an ' where yo ' walk , an ' sweep it d irect out de do ' .  
AD '  if dey keep on doin ' dat cons tant , piles o f  people tell me , really yo ' git 
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tuh de place dat yo ' couldn ' t  s tay dere . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 940) , 15 20 : 9 . ]  
9568 . Well , if yo ' are here an ' ah want chew tuh leave out , ah throw sal t 

when yo ' leave out de doah . Ah throw salt behin ' yo ' befo ' yo ' turn - when yo ' 

VISITOR ' S  FOOT TRACKS SWEPT OUT TO S IDEWALK 
turn yuh back tuh leave . Ah throw 
sal t an ' den ah take de broom an ' 
ah sweep , ah sweep it all out tuh 

de sidewalk [ sweep the visitor ' s  foo t tracks o f f  your prop er ty ] . An ' if yo ' 
continue tuh return , j i s '  add some pepper to  it  an ' f inely yo ' ll quit comin ' . 

[Mob ile , Ala . , (650) , 845 : 3 . ]  

LEFT SHOULDER - SALT AND PEPPER OVER - SWEEP 

peppah an ' sweep it out b ehin ' yo ' ,  throw it  
i t  out behin ' yo ' .  Den yo ' ll leave . 

9 5 6 9 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say they 
could take salt an ' red peppah 
an ' make ' em move . 
(How would they do that ? )  
When yo ' leave out the house ,  
dey sprinkle that  salt an ' [ red ] 

ovah they left shoulder an ' sweep 

(You mean if I were doing that , I would throw it over my lef t shoulder ? )  
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (91 7 ) , 1485 : 8 . ] 
95 7 0 .  Well , dey j es '  take salt an ' peppah 

an ' salt , mix it good tuhgethah an ' each t ime 

DOORSTEP - SALT AND RED PEPPER UNDER 
ALSO SWEPT OUT THE DOOR 

CUSS DEM • • •  "GO AN ' STAY AN ' NEVAH COME BACK" 
SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND HIM 

do ' h  an ' sweep out - sweep behin ' dem .  Cuss 
nevah come back . " 

an ' mix it tuhgethah - red peppah 
yo ' come , put i t  undah de do ' step . 

Jes ' keep it  up undah de do ' s tep , 
an ' each time yo ' come back , j es '  
throw i t  a t  chew an ' yo ' know , 
take de broom an ' sweep it  out . 
Pur t ty soon yo ' will s tay away . 
[ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1390) , 
2 5 91 : 2 . ] 
95 7 1 .  When dey come , j es '  mix a 
little salt an ' red peppah tuh
gethah , an ' as  dey goes yo ' 
sprinkle it  right on behin ' de 

dem some . Say , "Go an ' s tay an ' 

(They will never come back again . ) [Charles ton , s .  C ar . , No . 518 , Doa toP 
Nelson , 610 : 11 . ] 

9 5 7 2 .  Take sal t an ' peppah . See , evah t ime yo ' come tuh yore house yo ' j es '  
throw i t  behin ' ' im an ' yo ' cus s  ' im  out . Don ' t say nuthin good , j es '  cuss ' im  

CUSS 'IM OUT THROWING SALT AND PEPPER BEHIND HIM 
SWEEP 'IM ON OUT [ TO ]  DE STREET WITH INCANTAT ION 

out , j es '  say , "Go on ! Don ' 
chew come back heah tuh mah 
house no mo ' • " J es ' sweep 
' im on out de s treet . An ' 

he s tay ' way f r om dere . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1351) , 234 2 : 5 . ]  
9 5 7 3 . If yo ' got a man or a woman an ' yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' em , yo ' j es '  let 

' em come in an ' yo ' take some salt an ' peppah an ' sweep it out behin ' ' em  an ' 

GIT OUT BEAH,. YO ' DEVIL, YO ' • • •  SWEEP SALT AND PEPPER BEHIND 
tell ' em ,  "Git out 
heah , yo ' devil , 
yo ' ! Don ' t nevah 

come back tuh heah no mo ' ! " 
wick , Ga . ,  ( 1 210) , 214 7 : 1 . ] 

[ That i s ] if yo ' wan t s  tuh g i t  rid o f  ' em .  [ Bruns-

9 5 7 4 . Dey tell me dat if yo ' on a j ob - lak now , if ah ' m  workin ' here wid 
some people an ' yo ' don ' lak me [ you say ]  "Ah wish yo ' d  git away from heah" , 
' cuz he [ you]  go t hateful ways , "  or sumpin lak dat . Dey tell me yo ' take sal t 
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Al! JIISH YO 'D GIT AWAY • • •  YO '  GOT HATEFUL WA YS 

SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND 

an ' cayenne peppah an ' mix it 
tuhgethah . If yo ' ketch dem goin ' 
outa [ the ] do ' ,  throw i t  at ' em so 
dey won ' t  see i t , an ' sweep it on 

oat . An ' dey said he won ' t  be dere long . [ Richmond , Va . , (346) , 3 8 7 : 3 . ] 
9575 . If yo ' want to keep people away from your house an ' afraid that they 

� chah , yo ' mus t  always have sal t an ' r ed cayenne pepper mixed together . Yo ' 

3 TIMES WISH "KEEP OUTA MY HOUSE" 
SUEEPING SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND 

take that sal t an ' cayenne pepper , they 
people go out . When they come in de house, 
yo ' don ' t want ' em to come , yo ' d  put that 
salt and cayenne pepper all behin ' ' em .  

An' then yo ' take de broom an ' sweep that off de way that they go out . As yo ' 
�p it , make a wish , "Keep outa my house . "  See? Well , they do that three 
tt.es . An ' then they won ' t  come back to your house no more . If they mean yo ' 
any harm , they ain ' t comin ' back no mor e .  [ This is  an unusual preparation for 
an emergency : You mus t always have salt an '  red cayenne pepper mi:x:ed together. 
Often mater ials  mus t be new and remainder s discarded . ]  [ Richmond , Va . , (348) , 

2 91 : 1  or 348 : 1 . ] 
ONE PART RED PEPPER INTO FIRE 

omER. PART WITH SALT AT DOOR - SWEEP 
95 7 6 . [ If you ] wan ' ' em  tub move out 
sometime or don ' wan ' a  be  bo thahed wit 
nobody dere in dat house , yo ' - someone 

says tub put red peppah in de fire an ' burn it , an ' throw salt ovah de flo ' , an ' 
as dey walk out yo ' sweep behin ' ' em .  Sweep i t  o n  out an ' yo ' won '  b e  bothahed 
vit ' em  no mo ' .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 705) , 9 6 8 : 3 . ]  

9577 . Take yo ' some peppah - ah mean r ed peppah - an ' den yo ' ll f ix i t , yo ' 
see, an ' yo ' go j es '  lak yo ' wan ' s  tub pay a visit ovah deah . Yo ' go an ' set 
down deah , see , an ' pay a visit , an ' den yo ' have dat peppah in a let tah [ enve

FIRE - RED PEPPER INTO - IT AND SALT AT DOORSTEP 
DOJIN TUH DE GROUN ' AN ' TRAIL IT ON TUH DE CORNAH 

lope]  or sompin an ' make lak 
[ pretend ] yo ' git some fiah 
or light off de s tove . An ' 
yo ' take dat peppah an ' throw 

it in dere - in dat s tove yo ' see . An ' out side , a s  yo ' come on de outs ide , well 
J0 1  put some of it r ight down on de s toop an ' some salt . Sal t an ' peppah tuh
getbah sprinkle it on de s toop , r ight on de top , r ight on down tub de groun ' an ' 
trail i t  on tub de cornah [ o f  the s tr eet ] .  

(And that makes them move out o f  the house . )  
An '  den af tah yo ' do dat c lean tub de cornah , j es '  take whut chew have leaved 

[lef t ]  in yore han ' - take it an ' throw it dat way [ demons trates ] tuhward s  de 
side where de wind is blowin ' ,  an ' dey ' ll shore move out in les s  dan • • •  [ Savannah , 

Ga . ,  (1271) , 225 0 : 4 . ] 
9 M>RNINGS SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER OUT FRONT DOOR 957 8 . Under s tand , lis ten 

good . You take cayenne 
pepper an ' take dat sal t fo ' nine mornin ' s  an ' sweep 
betcba dey ' ll move . 

i t  out your front way , an ' 

(I see , that ' s  to make the per son move out o f  the house . )  
Dere ain ' t nobody told you dat , have dey? 
(Not the nine mornings one . )  
I betcha dey ' l l move . Take cayenne pepper 

(and sweep ] i t  out for nine mornin ' s  out your 

9 TIMES REPEAT INCANTATION "DON ' COME BACK" 
SUEEPING SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND VISITOR 

an ' table salt an ' j es '  spr inkle 
front door . Betcha dey ' ll move . 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 724) , 9 91 : 6 . ] 
9 57 9 .  When dey come in , an ' as 
dey go ou t - yo ' d  have yor e  salt 
an ' yore peppah , an ' as dey walk 
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out yo ' spr inkle it right behin ' ' em . An ' a s  dey go out - yo ' have yor e broom -
sweep it [ salt , pepper , and tracks ] from inside right on out . Say , ' 'Don ' come 
back , don ' come back . "  Yo ' repeat dat [ incantat ion ] nine times , evah t ime dey 
come an ' f ine ' ly dey ' ll stop comin ' .  

(That will keep anybody away - the law or anybody . )  
Anybody - de sal t an ' pepper in dere tracks . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1116) , 1 7 91 : 7 . ] 
958 0 .  If  dey tryin ' tub harm yo ' - yo ' know , lak dey put down sompin an ' yo ' 

scared yo ' walk ovah it - yo ' kin take salt an ' peppah , red cayenne peppah , an ' 
weah it  in yore sho e .  

SALT AND RED PEPPER I N  SHOES - PROTECTION AGAINST CUNJURE (What will that do? ) 
Dat ' ll - yo ' cain ' t 

detect nuthin in yuh feet or anythin ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1192) , 2011 : 6 . ] 
958 1 .  I n  d i s  way . Yo ' kin git chew some salt an ' peppah an ' weah i t  in yore 

shoe an ' it ain ' t nuthin in de wor ld dat a person kin do [against you ] wit dat 
salt an ' peppah [ in our shoes ] . Salt an ' peppah keeps down all of dat sor ta 
thing [ conj uration or witchcraf t ] . But chew has tub weah good shoes . [ The ad
monition here means you must  wear holeless shoes to prevent the leakage of salt 
and pepper . Many of my informant s wore cas t -off shoes , few of them wear ing con
dit ion , cardboard insoles being common . Remember , the mater ial of these hoodoo 
volumes was collected dur ing the Great Depression of the 193 0 ' s . ] [ St .  Peters
burg , Fla . , (102 7 ) , 1 6 7 1 : 12 . ] 

958 2 .  If a per son tryin ' tub poison yo ' ,  yo ' kin take peppah an ' salt an ' 
weah it in yore shoes . Evah time yo ' put chure shoe on , keep dat red peppah an ' 
salt in dere [ see that it  has no t leaked out ] an ' ah don ' care whut dey put down , 
it  cain ' t huPt chew .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1504 ) , cylinder between 925-928 . ] 

9583 . Git salt an ' red peppah an ' mix all dat up tuhgethah , see , an ' put it 
in yore shoes . See , per tect yo ' self anywhere yo ' goes . See , nuthin cain ' t harm 
yo ' .  Well , ah ' ve heard da t .  

(When you walk in anything it  wouldn ' t  hUPt you . ) [Florence , S .  Car . , (1288) , 
2286 : 6 . ]  

9584 . Weah peppah an ' salt in yuh shoes tub git a j ob .  Gits bo ss ' s  min ' 
torn up [ confused ] , an ' if he hasn ' t nobody he ' ll hire yuh . [ This rite is f or 
luck in the sense that any cunjUPe to keep you from obtaining the j ob will fail . ]  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (33 6 ) , 2 74 : 6 . ] 

958 5 .  Suppose somebody wan ' a  poison you or put choo down an ' fix you so you 
ain ' t able to move or walk . You go to work an ' git  choo de rock salt , an ' you 

take that rock salt , you pound 
PULVERIZ ED ROCK SALT - NEW RED PEPPER - IN SHOES that rock sal t up .[as f ine ] as 

sugar . You take ciyine 
[ cayenne ] peppah w ' at ' s  never been used [a new box of cayenne pepper ] . You put 
it into it [ the pulver ized rock salt ] an ' mix it , an ' wear it in your sho e .  An ' 
nobody kin put nuthin down to harm you . [New Or leans , La . ,  (803 ) , 1120 : 3 . ] 

9586 . Well , they say if you see a mark is made at your gate , or in de road 
or anywher e where you go t ta pass around , say you take an ' git you a pod of red 

pepper . Put nine seeds [ from 
SALT - 9 SEEDS FROM RED PEPPER POD IN EACH SHOE the red pepper pod ] in each 

shoe and you kin put salt , 
table salt in there and wear it . If no t that , you kin just take and sprinkle a 
little in your sho e .  

(What will that do ? )  
And then you kin walk on over it and i t  won ' t hurt cha . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 31 ) , 1001 : 3 . ] 
9587 . [My informant gives the complete rite f ir s t  and then much later dur ing 
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the interview adds a no te about it . ]  
And then they say you kin take and put salt and pepper in your sho e ,  if you 

-.nta git a fellow. You know , take salt and pepper and put it in and wear it in 
your shoes . 

(In both shoes ? )  
Yes , in both shoes - yes . 
(That ' s  to get him? ) 
You know , they have a little saying about : 

If you want a fe l low, 
I '  Z Z  te Z Z  you what to do 
Just get some sa l t  and pepper 
And wear it in your shoe 

Just red pepper , you know . No t black pepper , but red pepper you know. 
(That ' s  a little song , you say? ) 
Yes , but you wanta get a box o f  salt that ain ' t even been used out o f , you 

see. Go to the s tore and buy you a brand-new box of salt . Then you wanta get 

� SALT - 3 UNUSED RED PEPPER PODS 
CUT 1 POD IN HALF - HALF IN EACH SHOE 
SPRINKLE SALT ON HALVES IN SHOES - WISH 
&EPEAX THIS RITE FOR ALL 3 PODS 
3 PODS - 6 HALVES - 3 SPRINKLES - 3 WISHES 
IF HAN DOES NOT RETURN WITHIN 3 DAYS 
IEPEAT RITE - WITHIN 9 DAYS - REPEAT : 
9 PODS - 18 HALVES - 9 SPRINKLES - 9 WISHES 

you a strand o f  [ red ]  pepper [ p ep
per pods ] where ' s  never any been 
used o f f  it . See , if  there ' s  any 
been used o f f  it , it ' s  no t any 
good . See , get you a s trand o f  
pepper where there ' s  none ever been 
used off  it . And then you get a 
pod - you get you three pods o f  
pepper i n  your shoe . And you cut 
one up in one shoe and you cut the 

other up . You cut half a one [ pod ] in this one [ shoe ]  and half in the o ther 
[ shoe ] . And each time you cut the pepper you spr inkle some of that salt , you 
see, and make your wish . 

(In doing that you use three pods of pepper ? ) 
Yes , you use three pods . 
(You put hal f  in one shoe and half in the o ther ? ) 
Half in one and half in the o ther . 
(And you cut the second pepper in half ? )  
Yeah , you • • •  
(I [you ] cut the fir s t  pepper in half , then you put some salt on top o f  that 

ia the shoe and make your wish? ) 
And make your wish . 
(Then you take another pepper and cut it  in half and put it in the shoe , and 

� put salt and make the wish , that way? ) 
Yes , three times . 
(I see . ) 
That makes j ust three times cut tin ' [ 3  peppers or cut ] and you make your wish 

to see him . And then you wait three days to see him . An ' he doesn ' t do like you 
want him to do in those three days , why you do that again , you see .  But you use 
tbree pods of pepper then . Well , probably see , he might come but no t up to like 
JUU' d  like for him to come . Well , you ' d  use three more , see . That makes nine 
pods , see , and then that makes nine days . See , everything works at nine days . 
ADd you know , they say for the right conj urat ion and for it to do right like you 
-.nt it to do , you wants  to work it on the las t quar ter of the moon , when it ' s  
dark night s ,  and then you see the results on the growing of the new moon . You 
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see , as the new moon grows , why he ' ll come to you . [This is often called a put
ting-together rite . In the following subsec tion see onion cut into 4 par t s , 
No . 95 9 6 . ] [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 391 : 4 . ] 

95 8 8 .  De salt an ' p eppah that chew wear in yore shoe , that ' s  to make some
one - well , see , lak if yo ' wanta man or a woman an ' yo ' can ' t git a chance out 

INFORMANT COMMENTS ABOUT HIS PRECEDING RITE 
THE 3 RED PEPPERS HALVED 

dem .  An ' yo ' make yore wishes an ' 
put dis salt an ' peppah in it . 
[ Her e I turned off machine to ask 
if this was the same or a s imilar 

rite to the three red-peppers one . ] Yes , yo ' use three pods of red p eppah . Yo ' 
put one who le one [ r ed-p epper pod ] in one sho e  an ' one whole one in de othah 
shoe , but chew cut dem in half , see .  Yo ' put half one in each one [ shoe ] . Yo ' 
put half in dis shoe [ he indicates the right ] an ' hal f in de left one , an ' yo ' do 
them pods like that an ' de third pod • • •  see ,  that makes a pod an ' a hal f in each 
one [ shoe ] . An ' yo ' put the sulphur an ' salt in that . [ Informant has added sul
phur . ] An ' see , yo ' use dese cork soles [ insoles ] ,  or yo ' j ust  use a pap er [ in
sole ] ovah there , see , or yo ' kin take up dat little inner sole an ' j ust  put it 
down [ put mixtur e under insole ] in yore shoe . An ' dey say that ' ll bring a man 
to yo ' or bring a woman to yo ' .  Yo ' make yore wishes . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , 
( 4 3 8 ) , 407 : 2 . ] 

{ 3 )  SALT AND RED PEPPER WITH OTHER INGREDIENTS 

9589 . Yo ' git some black peppah - j es '  lak ah ' d  wan ' chew tub move outa mah 
hous e .  Ah ' d  git some o f  yor e black p eppah an ' some sal t , an ' go tub a grocery 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - AT DOOR 
s to ' an ' git chew [me ] some ' a  dis 
red p eppah [ either becaus e you do 
not keep any or it mus t be  new] an ' 

mix dat up an ' throw it right undah - right ' fore yore do ' .  Dat ' ll natchly wanta 
git chew out . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1032) , 167 9 : 2 . ] 

9590 . To get a per son away from a place , if you don ' t  want ' em  there , there ' s  
little simple things you can go to the grocer and get . [This means all ingredi

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - ALL NEW 
THROW UNDER HOUSE 9 NIGHTS - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

ents mus t be new . ] You get you 
some black pepp er , some cayenne 
p epper , table salt , and you mix 
it well together . Then you throw 

it , when you git a chance at night when everybody ' s  quiet and sleep in . You throw 
it under the house . [ Small houses in the lowlands are raised aboveground . ]  You 
do that for nine t imes . 

(The same night? )  
No , every night for nine nights . See? And on the ninth night you throw that 

s tuff and that same ingredient under the hous e .  And then you walk away and never 
look back , and they ' ll soon disappear . 

(Move out of that house? ) 
Yes , s ir . [New Orleans , La . , (851) , 1317 : 3 . ] 
9 5 9 1 . Jis ' like you had wife , yo ' know, an ' I [ a  woman ] wanted you [ a  man] . 

Well , I could git 1 6  pods of  p epper an ' take 9 of  those seeds out of  all them 
16 pods o f  peppah , 9 out of each one [ =  144 seed or 12xl 2 seed ] . An ' I git into 
your bedroom where you all sleep . An ' I got cayenne p epper [as well as pod pep
per seed ] and salt and black pepper . An ' if  I want you [ a  man ] out , I ' ll find 
out what s ide de bed she sleep on an ' put it  [ salt , cayenne p epper and black 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3805 

pepper ] under de sheets .  An ' when you all go to bed they ' ll [ you two ] git into 
the biggest argument an ' git to fighting an ' everything . S ee ,  I ' ll go [ away ] . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER 
PUT IN BED OF ,MAN AND WOMAN BY OUTSIDER 

iBD ON LEAVING THEIR HOUSE SCATTERS 144 SEEDS 
OR 9 SEED S FROM EACH OF 16 PEPPER PODS 

All the way I go , j is '  drop them 
seeds r ight in the way I go . She 
[ sex changed here]  goin ' go right 
behind them seeds . [ Intention 
is the power behind this rite . 
I f  the man scatter ing the seeds 

wants the woman , she will follow the seeds to his house ; if a woman scat ter s  the 
seeds ,  the man will follow her home . Also by intention the seeds could also lead 
� the river or cemetery , or merely a jail . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 157 1 : 7 . ]  

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE - WEAR 

Dey can ' t har ' ly [hardly] - can ' t do a 
2547 : 10 . ] 

9592 . Yo ' git chew some bluestone an ' 
tote dat in yore pocket an ' a little red 
peppah an ' salt an ' tote dat wid chew. 
thing wit chew . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 8 ) , 

959 3 .  Ah heard dat chew could take some red peppah , cayenne peppah , an' some 
bluestone an ' some salt an ' black peppah . Oat ' s  fo ' luck . Well , yo ' take an ' 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - BLUESTONE - IN SHOE 
sew hit up into a rag 
an ' wears it in yore 
shoe an ' da t ' ll keep 

J'O '  ho t ,  dey say . [Does cayenne pepper 
broken pieces o f  a pepper pod ? ] 

explain red pepper or is the latter 

{That ' s  for luck? ) 
Fo ' luck. [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1136 ) , 184 7 : 9 . ] 
9 594 . I ' ll tell you what I would do [ to make a person move ] . I would get 

soae bluestone and sal t and pepper , and put that down r ight beside of the house 

SALT - PEPPER - BLUESTONE - NEAR HOUSE - WISH 
and wish them to go , and they ' re 
bound to go . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE 
THROW 3 TIMES OVER GATE 

949 5 .  All she go t ta do is tub 

"BREAKS UP DE HOME" 
go tub work an ' take some cookin' 
sal t an ' some red peppah an ' some 
bluestone an ' beat it all up tuh

getbah . An ' den she ain ' t go t a thing tub do but j es '  pass by de gate where de 
lady lives an ' j es '  throw it three times ovah de gate where yo ' bound tub cross 
�t , chew know, comin ' in an ' out . Yo ' wo n ' t go dere any more . Dat breaks up de 
haae .  

{That breaks up the man and this o ther woman? )  
Yes , an ' he ' ll come back tub ' is wife . An ' s tay . 
9596 . If de law ' s bothahin ' yo ' ,  yo ' kin take de 

�t in fo ' equal parts . Yo ' j is '  take de garlic , yo ' 

CUI ONION INTO 4 PARTS - TAKE 4 [ CLOVES ] OF GARLIC 
(4 DIVISIONS OF BOTH GUARD " 4  CORNERS OF THE WORLD" ] 
PUT ON QUARTERED ONION SALT AND RED PEPPER 
THEN SPRINKLE WITH BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER 
[4 SUBSTANCES WERE USED ON THE 4 PIECES OF ONION ] 
SCATI'ER MIXTURE ABOUT HOUSE 
BORN THE GARLIC FIRST NIGHT AND WEAR IN BAG 
ALL KEEP S LAW AWAY 

[Mobile , Ala . , ( 680) , 906 : 2 .] 
onion an ' de garlic an ' cut 
don ' t cut it all ; yo ' j is '  

take diff ' ren ' pods , p ieces 
[ cloves ] yo ' know . An ' yo ' 
use eithah de white or de 
red onion , an ' yo ' kin j is ' 
cut i t  yo ' know , in fo ' 
par t s . An ' go an ' yo ' po ' 
a whole box of  table salt 
ovah i t ,  an ' den yo ' po ' a 
whole box of  red peppah 
ovah i t , an ' sprinkle a 

li' l saltpetah an ' a li ' l  blues tone on it . Dat ' ll keep de law out chure house . 
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(What do you do with that garlic ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat gar lic an ' burn it . I t ' s  fo ' luck . Yo ' take dat garlic 

an ' put i t  in a li ' l  bag an ' fold it up an ' wit all kinds - all kinda dif f ' ren ' 
li ' le pieces o f  s tuff dat chew use wit it . Weah it . Yo ' know weah dat garlic . 

(How do you keep the law away with that onion af ter you prepare i t ?  What do 
you do with that onion? ) 

Yo ' take dat onion an ' cont inue tub burn it till de third mawnin ' , an ' dat ' ll 
keep de law away . 

(Where do you do that - burn that ? )  
Well , yo ' take i t  d e  f irs ' night an ' let i t  burn up der e , yo ' see . Sprinkle 

it all round yore house . [ In preceding subsection see 3 pepper pods halved , 
No . 9587 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (959) , 1543 : 11 . ] 

9 5 9 7 . Well , now , yo ' see , j es '  lak yo ' had a hous e .  Yo ' wanted tub rent it 
an ' yo ' wanted tub be lucky on it . Well , yo ' take an ' go tub a person , say , 

SALT - 9 POD S RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - 3 GRAINS CALOMEL 
IN BAG - OVER DOOR OR UNDER RIGHT CORNER OF DOOR 

"ALWAYS BE LUCKY IN DAT HOME" - ESPECIALLY IN RENTING 

"Well , ah ' ll rent 
yo ' dat hous e fo ' 
so much . "  Well , 
now yo ' wants  tub 
be lucky in rentin ' 

it . Yo ' go tub work den an ' yo ' take yo ' some black peppah , some sal t , an ' take 
yo ' nine pod s of red peppah , an ' yo ' take yo ' three grains of calomel . 

( I s  that the stuf f  you take for your bowels ? )  
Dat ' s right . Take dat an ' yo ' put i t  all tuhgethah an ' yo ' put dat in a bag 

[making a hand] . Yo ' take den an ' yo ' carry it tub yore home an ' yo ' lay it 
right up ovah de do ' , or eithah put i t  right undah de right cornah o f  yor e  do ' 
s tep . Well , yo ' ll always be lucky in dat home . [ Waycros s , Ga . , ( 109 7 ) , 17 66 : 10 .] 

9598 . I f  yo ' don ' t know dey name or sompin lak dat , git chew some sal t , black 
peppah an ' sugah an ' ground r eal fine . Yo ' ll have tub beat it as a powdah . Jes ' 
take yor e rollah an ' roll it j es '  intuh a powdah . Sprinkle it  all aroun ' yore 

SALT - BLACK PEPPER - SUGAR - SPRINKLE ROUND HOUSE 
"TUH KEEP OFF ALL EVILS" 

OVER IT SCATTER RED PEPPER AND LYE 
"CHLORINE SALVE" AN ACID ABOUT YOU FOR ENEMIES 
"CHLORIDE SALVE WITHOUT ASIC" DRAWS FRIEND S  

hous e ,  yo ' see , tub keep 
o f f  all evils . Yo ' sprinkle 
red peppah an ' lye behin ' 
it . Dat s imple thing . 
D en yo ' kin git chew some 
dis chlorine salve . I t ' s  
whut chew call - it ' s  sompin 

lak a asic [ acid ] - an ' dat keeps anyone from roun ' yore house , close aroun ' . 
Yo ' kin use it  about chur e body , dat draws all yore enemies away . An ' yo ' kin 
use it as a chloride salve , j es '  plain chloride salve without asic an ' as a draw
in ' card , fo ' people ' s  tub yo ' .  But j es '  dis plain chloride asic is  tub keep 
' em  from yo ' , from doin ' yo ' bodily harm . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 4 . ] 

SALT - RED PEPPER - CITRONELLA - GAMBLING HAND 
959 9 .  Well , ah tell yo ' ,  yo ' 
kin git chew some salt an ' r ed 
peppah an ' oil o f  citronella 

an ' weah dat bag intuh yuh pocket each night when yo ' go out gamblin ' .  [Memphis, 

SALT - RED PEPPER - COAL OIL - IN SHOES 
Tenn . , (949) , 1530 : 11 . ] 
9 600 . Yo ' kin weah red peppah in yor e 
shoes an ' salt an ' coal oil [kerosene ] .  

Dat keeps 
1540 : 2 . ] 

anybody els e from doin ' anythin ' tub yo ' .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 54 ) ,  

9601 . Salt , peppah , devi Z ' s snuff [ all ] in bag , carr ied in right-hand pocket 
to bos s . Look ' im in eye when askin ' fo ' j ob .  [DeviZ 's snuff originally was 
the powdeP from puf fballs - various fungi o f  the family Lycop erdaceae (clas s 
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.. sidi omycete s )  - globular shaped , discharging r ipe spores when pressed . As a 

SALT - PEPPER - DEVIL ' S SNUFF 
boy I found their brown powder or smoke inter
est ing , though warned that it was poisonous , 
and did no t know puf fballs were mushrooms . The 

plant mus t have been spec ially created for o ld-fashioned rootmen , but I suspec t 
�erprising hoodoo drugstores in later year s manufac tured a devi Z 's snuff of 

� - PEPPER - EAST-SIDE-OF-HOUSE DIRT 

their own . [Washington,  D . C . , ( 638 ) , 
824 : 8 . ] 
9 602 . Dey tell me that chew go to de 
east side of yore house an ' yo ' dig a 
small little pail full o f  dirt an ' yo ' 

pot hit full o f  sal t an ' peppah an ' yo ' put hit r ight out in front o f  yore door 
where yo ' go tta enter de step s an ' dey say hit ' ll keep i t  away but • • •  

(That will keep the law away? ) 
[My use o f  word "law" , already used by informant , causes nervousnes s . ] 
Bur AH DON ' T  KNOW ABOliT IT ! AH ' VE NEVAH TRI ED IT ! Your enemie s ,  well dat ' s  

de laws . [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1 00 9 ) , 1633 : 10 . ] 
9603 . Well , yo ' git some fish brine an ' some gingah an ' red peppah an ' boil 

it tuhgethah an ' put i t  about ; wit a teaspoonful o f  spirits o f  turpent ine which 

SALT (= FISH BRINE ] - RED PEPPER - GINGER - TURPENTINE 
is ho t ,  gives it powah , 
see . An ' yo ' take dat 
an ' boil it an ' go dere 

-----
AT DOORST EP TO MAKE PERSON MOVE 

an ' spr inkle yore house 
round yore do ' steps . An ' dey gotta go when dey git a place dey don ' t wanta s tay 
dere , an ' dey ' ll move wi thout [ giving you ] any trouble . 

{There won ' t be any trouble gett ing them out o f  the house . )  [Washington , 
D . C . , ( 638) , 82 5 : 1 . ] 

9604 . Take yo ' some red peppah , sulphuh an ' table sal t , or  eithah graveyard 
dir t , an ' put it in a little clo th an ' put it in de bottom of de sho e an ' weah 

SALT - RED PEPP ER - SULPHUR - [ OR ]  GRAVEYARD DIRT 
IN SHO ES FOR PROT ECTION 

about graveyard dirt from near headboard o f  grave . ]  
(What will that do then? ) 
Dey can ' t hurt chew . 

it . [That graveyard dirt 
i s  a part of preceding com
b ination and no t a substitute 
for it , see following rite 

(You walk over anything and i t  couldn ' t hurt you? ) 
Yes . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2 5 15 : 5 . ] 
9 605 . I heard a woman said once that she could go in the graveyard and get 

the dir t from [ at ]  the headboard of a s innerman , no t a Christian , and she said 

SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - HEADBOARD GRAVEYARD DUST 
THROWN AT UNWELCOME VISITOR 

SALT - RED PEPPER - LYE - AGAINST THEFT 

she could put sal t and pep
per and sulphah wi t that 
and throw it on the per son ,  
and they would never pay 
them a visit  again . [Rich
mond , Va . ,  (40 6 ) , 361 : 5 . ] 
9606 . If  he s tepp in ' out 
' i s house , put dat [ red ]  

peppah an ' put dat sal t an ' scrub ' i s house out wit lye . An ' sprinkle dat lye 
all roun ' ' i s house an ' spr inkle dat salt all roun ' yore house , an ' put dat 
peppah roun ' dere . An ' anybody won ' t bo thah nuthin . 

(They won ' t steal anything? ) 
No . Jis ' de red peppah . [Little Rock , Ark . , (885) , 1460 : 3 . ] 
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SALT OR SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER 
9607 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey take salt 
or sulphur an ' gunpowdah an ' red pep
pah [ and ] by put t in '  i t  down at yuh 

do ' makin ' yuh for tunat e  - make yuh have 
1 5 9 : 7+8 5 . ] 

luck . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 234) , 

9 6 08 . Yo ' kin git ' im back easy . Well , 
Yo ' ll g i t  chew two pods o f  red peppah . One 
out ' a  it . One pod yo ' put gunpowdah in ; de 

ah t ell yo ' ' zackly how yo ' do dat . 
pod - yo ' take dat peppah [ inside ] 
nex ' pod yo ' put salt [ in it ] . 

REMOVE INSIDE FROM A RED PEPPER - FILL WITH SALT 
AND GUNPOWDER - TIE END - CALL HIS OR HER NAME 
ASK LORD TO BRING HUSBAND OR WIFE BACK - LIGHT 
POWDER "WUSH" - SALT MELTS - HE OR SHE RETURNS 

(How many pods do you use 
now , two or three? ) 
Yo ' use one - two today an ' 
two tuhmahrah . Well , yo ' 
don ' have tuh use any mo ' o f  
[ more than ] dat . Well , yo ' 

t ake hit . Aftah yo ' f ill i t  wit de gunpowdah an ' de sal t , yo ' tie i t , de end 
o f  it . Whatevah she [ her ] name or whatevah he [ his ] name , she call he name . 
Don ' t use no plain [ every-day ] lan ' wish [ use religious language ] .  Jes ' say , 
"Mah Lord , ah wants mah husban ' or mah wife back home . "  Git r ight in de front 
of yore do ' an ' set fiah tuh it [ this package ] .  Put fiah tuh it . An ' den when 
hit burn - yo ' see , dat powdah - say , "Wush "  [ sound o f  powder burning ] .  An ' dat 
salt ' ll molt [ dissolve ] away . An ' ah ' ll bet he ' ll come [back ] an ' s t ay .  [This 
was informant ' s  last r i t e .  Af ter she left the interviewing room , I comment to 
my machine : " End o f  1217 . This old woman almos t  ran me crazy . " That sor t o f  
no t a t ion I rarely made . What she had done t o  disturb me , I n o  longer remember . 
Though no t one o f  my better informants ,  her subj ec t  mat ter was not impossible . 
For some o f  it  see : HOODOO , vol . l :  p . 24 ,  No . 3 8 ;  p . lll , No . 3 7 5 ;  p . 4 25 ,  No . ll 6 0 ; 
p . 4 9 4 , No . l565 ; p . 5 2 2 , No . l7 15 ;  p . 5 9 8 , No . 2 04 9 ;  p . 5 9 9 , No . 2059 ; p . 64 7 , No . 2297 ; 
etc . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 17 ) , 2069 : 7 . ] 

9 6 09 . [Take ] de person name an ' wr ite it  down an ' git chew some salt an ' 
peppah , an ' when dey come in j es '  sweep it back out . 

SALT - PEPPER - NAME BURNED TO ASHES 
SWEEP OUT BEHIND AN UNWANTED VIS ITOR 

[ Informant had s tar ted with a l et ter be
fore recording began . ] 
(Why do you wr i t e  that name down? What 
do you do with that ? )  
Write ' em a let t ah - j es '  lak yo ' gena 
write ' em a lettah - t ell ' em s tay away 

from your house , an ' burn i t  up intuh a ashes . When dey come in , t ake dat salt 
an ' peppah an ' throw i t  down dere an ' den sweep i t  back out . 

(What do you do with the ashes then? ) 
Sweep it  out ' hin ' [ behind ] ' em .  
(You mean with this salt and pepper [ and let t er ashes ] ,  sweep i t  out behind 

them .  I see . ) [ Mob ile , Ala . , ( 65 3 ) , 855 : 3 . ] 
9 61 0 .  Dey ' ll go ' head an ' come heah an ' put some salt an ' peppah . An ' dey'll 

come to yore house - an ' at night yo ' know , or any t ime yo ' know at chure ab
sence - an ' dey ' ll sprinkle it  all up der e .  An ' den dey ' ll put chure name in 

SALT AND PEPPER SPRINKLED AT YOUR HOUSE 
NOTE LEFT TELLING YOU TO TAKE A VACATION 
SAY "VACATE" - WITHIN 9 DAYS YOU LEAVE 

dat . Wr i t e  it  as dey gain ' o f f  fa ' 
vacation . An ' when dey do dat , dey 
kin leave it  an ' within nine days 
yo ' ll have t uh go . 
(They wr ite your name on a p iece o f  

paper and s a y  t h a t  you a r e  go ing o n  a vacat ion? ) 
Taking a vacation . An ' den put salt an ' peppah . When yo ' leave an ' when yo ' 

walkin ' dat way ,  an ' yo ' ll move within nine days . 
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(Where will you put this paper ? )  
Put i t  in de shoes . 
(Who wears it? Would you wear that if  you were trying to harm me ? )  
Dey put i t  in yore shoes , see , ' cuz j is '  lak dis , [ if ]  dey couldn ' t git to 

yo ' . An ' dey put yore name in dey sho e , an ' den dey put a l i ttle dat salt an ' 
peppah. An ' when dey go dere dey ' ll sprinkle [ salt and pepper ] , an ' within nine 
days yore gone . [ I  turn o f f  machine and then turn it on again for missed por
tion. ] 

(When they sprinkle i t , they j us t  say "vacate . " But you have my name on this 
paper in your sho e ,  and you spr inkle this salt and pepper around my house? )  

In yore name . [Little Ro ck , Ark . , (893) , 1464 : 5 . ] 
9611 . They say they take pepper and onions and tab le salt , and put that to

sether and name i t , and throw it in the fire and burn it , and it will cause a 
confus ion in the family between a man and 
his wife . [ Eli zabeth City , N .  Car . , (182) ,  

SALT - PEPPER - NAME - ONION - BURN 400 : 6 . ] 
961 2 . If you want a person to move , you 
have to take a s tormy night when it is  

raining real hard . But you go tta take a couple of  pods of  red pepper and nine 
pinches of salt and you go t ta burn i t . Parch it in the oven to  look like dirt 

SALT 9 PINCHE S - SEVERAL POD S  OF RED PEPPER 
PARCH INTO POWDER - WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES 
IOJlWARDS - 9 TIMES BACKWARDS - PARCH THI S PAPER 
MIX BOTH POWDERS - DO EVERYTHING ON A STORMY NI GHT 
01 RAINY NI GHT SPRINKLE MIXTURE AT ENEMY ' S HOUSE 
BEVER LOOKING BACK GO ING OR RETURNING 
J!DHY WILL LEAVE FROM 3 TO 9 DAYS 

you know and j us t  cook i t  
right together . Brown it 
till it looks like dir t . 
And take a plain paper , if  
you know de person ' s  name -
you don ' t ,  you find i t  out . 
Wr ite his name nine t imes 
forwards and nine t imes 
backwards . [ To write for

�ds and baakwards means to wr ite the name no rmally turn the paper ups ide down , 
repeating the name on top of  the firs t one . This is called arossing names . ] 
Then parch the paper , salt and pepper all to gether and make a powder . Den a 
stormy night like we done having s torms and all , don ' t care if i t  raining hard , 
you go up to  their hall . Don ' t look back [ going or return ing ] and throw this 
stuff and come on out . And they ' ll move in less t ime from three to  nine days . 
Tbey won ' t  s tay there . They kin own the property , they ' ll rent i t  out , but they 
won' t s tay . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 9 2 ) , 530 : 4 . ] 

9613 . Well , lak dey ar e go in ' in a path - dey ' ll git in dat path an ' de fo ' ks 
of de road an ' s top an ' turn aroun ' [ turn around on your heel making ho le in 

AFTER WHIRLING ON YOUR HEEL IN THE SAND 
OF ENEMY ' S FOOTPRINT AT FO RK OF ROAD 

D80P INTO HOLE SALT AND PEPPER - SPIT - INCANTATION 

gr ound ] . Put some pepper 
an ' salt in dat [ and spit ] 
in de pathway [ in the heel 
hole made in the pathway ] .  
(What will that do ? )  
Dat suppo sed tuh git chew 
confused . Dey have a cer

� scr ip ture tuh read fo ' dat dough . [ I f  scripture ( Scrip tures)  here means the 
Bible , it could b e  something like : Depart fram me, a Z Z  ye workers of iniqui ty 
{Psa . 6 : 8) ; but the saripture i s  more likely to  be something like , Go ! God damn 
you ! ]  

(Well ,  what about that spitting? ) 
Dat sp it tin ' is  suppo sed tuh confuse yo ' .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 0 2 ) , 96 2 : 3 . ] 
9614 . They kin take salt , cayenne p eppah an ' saltpetah an ' spr inkle it . Take 
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o f f  o f  [back o f ]  old broken looking glass that quicks ilvah-like , yo ' know , an ' 
mix it all togethah . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - QUICKS ILVER - TO MOVE They kin throw it right 
up in the door an ' sprin

kle it all aroun ' the door . An ' that ' ll make yo ' move . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 60) , 
1544 : 4 . ] 

SALT - RED PEPPER - OLD MAN ' S  OLD SHOE ASHES - LAW 9615 . Get a ole shoe o f  a 

d�n take de ashes an ' red peppah an ' salt . 
leave s [ you have ] tuh throw dis behin ' ' im ,  
folk , Va . , (? ) ,  524 : 3 . ] 

ole man an ' burn it up , an ' 
An ' i f  de law comes , whenevah he 
an ' he won ' come back any mo ' • [Nor-

9 6 1 6 . Den i f  yo ' - i f  somebody wus in some bus ine s s , got a lo t ta trade-like , 
an ' yo ' wanta break it up . Well , yo ' could git some soda an ' salt an ' red peppah 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SODA - TO BREAK UP A BUS INESS 
an ' put it togethah . Mix it 
up togethah . An ' when yo ' go 
into dis place where dey are 

at - where de bus iness  is goin ' on at - yo ' could 
flo ' . An ' ah know fo ' a fact dat it is good . 

sprinkle it round in dere on de 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SUGAR 
SPRINKLE BEHIND PERSON LEAVING HOUSE 

( I t  will break up their bus ines s . ) 
Br eak up their bus iness . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
(1275) ' 226 7 : 2 . ] 
9 61 7 . (To make somebody move? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' git salt an ' yo ' git sugah an ' 
yo ' git cayenne peppah an ' yo ' mix do s e  
tuhge thah . An ' as d i s  person go in ' outa 
de house , why yo ' j i s '  sprinkle dat on 

behin ' ' em .  Dey ' re goin ' some p lace . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (938) , 1517 : 8 . ] 

SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR 
SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE 

9 618 . Wal , ah tell yuh how dey do dat . Dey take 
s ome salt an ' sulphuh an ' red peppah an ' mix i t  
tuhgethah . G o  dere at night , chew know, an ' 
sprinkle it ovah huh po ' ch [ her porch ] , right 

down in fron ' of ' er do ' s tep . Den she gits all intendin ' tuh leave dere . She 
can ' t  s tay on account ' a  dat red peppah j is '  runs ' er crazy.  

(That will make her move out o f  the house . )  [ S t .  P e tersburg , Fla . , (991) , 
1 5 9 8 : 9 . ] 

9 6 1 9 . Yo ' kin take salt an ' yo ' kin take sulphuh and yo ' git red peppah . An ' 
yo ' kin throw i t  aroun ' people s ' do ' an ' dey cain ' t  s tay in de house . [ L i t tle 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
UNDER OR AROUND HOUSE 

Rock , Ark . , (88 7 ) , 1461 : 6 . ] 
9 6 2 0 .  Take sulphur an ' salt , cayenne peppah an ' 
spread it roun ' yore house - undah de house or 
roun ' in de house . If yo ' go t any enemies or any

thin ' put down dere , it ' ll kill it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (149 9 ) , 2 6 6 7 : 1 7 . ] 
9 6 21 . Take cayenne peppah an ' salt when yuh [visitor ] go out de do ' ,  an ' 

sulphuh , an ' take yo re broom an ' sweep ' em  out . An ' let chure broom go on 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - THROW INTO TRACKS 
SWEEP FROM DOOR INTO STREET 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - THROW BEHIND 
CURSE AND SWEEP VISITOR ' S  TRACKS 

[ sweeping ] out in de s treet 
behin ' ' em an ' dey won ' t  come 
back soon . De way dey go , let 
de broom go [ sweep ] dat way .  
[L ittle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 8 7 ) , 
146 3 : 2 . ] 
9 6 2 2 . Jes ' lak he visit  de 
home baakwarods an ' forwards 
[ visits  frequently] . Evah 
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� he leave yo ' j es '  take some cayenne peppah an ' sulphuh an ' salt , an' throw 
lL behin ' ' im an ' make a curse or somepin or ' nothah an ' sweep ' is track . He ' ll 
bave tub go away . 

(That will make him stay away? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . He couldn ' t stay dere . [Sumter , S . Car . , ( 1347 ) , 2329 : 10 . ] 
962 3 . Yo ' git some sulphuh an ' red peppah an ' strew r oun ' yore house fo ' ten 

..aoin ' s befo ' de sunrise - sulphuh an ' peppah an ' table salt , an ' j es '  throw i t  

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
SCAriER ROUND YOUR HOUSE AND BO SS ' S  HOUSE - WI SH 

10 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRI SE 
ON 11TH DAY YOU WILL GET JOB 

r oun ' yuh house fo ' ten mawn
in ' s , evah mawnin ' befo ' de 
sun rise . An '  i f  yo ' know 
where dis man lives , yo ' go 
tub ' is house an ' do de same 
thing . Jes ' throw dat peppah 

jes ' as yo ' go in . Yo ' j es '  throw dat peppah up an ' down until yo ' git tub de 
4o ' , an ' yo ' throw it out lak dat an ' make yore wi sh . An '  de ' leventh mawnin ' 
dey say yo ' ll git  a j ob .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1447) , 2 7 2 5 : 10 . ] 

9624 . Sulphah an ' red peppah an ' put nine teaspoons ful of  salt in i t , an ' 
� it to de back do ' an ' t o  yore front do ' ,  an ' dey couldn ' t  stay dere tub 
save dere life . Dey may stay two or three weeks but dey won ' stay . 

9 TEASPOONSFUL SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
BURY AT FRONT AND BACK DOORSTEPS 

(You mean in the house or around 
the house? ) 
No , yo ' j es '  bury i t  r ight undah 
yore back steps . An ' den go t o  

yor e  front s t ep an ' bury i t  ' b out d e  same place - under d e  front s t eps . An ' 
� couldn ' t  stay dere to save dere life . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1380) , 2451 : 8 . ] 

962 5 . They always say if  anybody is bothering you or making you git out de 
house , they gets five cents worth of  new cayenne pepper , five cents of  sulphur , 
aad there ' s  something else you s tole , and a box of  new salt . Sprinkle i t  in de 
doorsill every morning for nine mornings and make a wish and let ' em  walk over 

3 NEW THINGS : SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
AND SOMETHING STOLEN 

SPRINKLE 9 MORNINGS ON DOORSILL - WI SH 
OR BURN THESE INGREDIENTS IN STOVE 

that . 
(And thi s is  to do  what now? ) 
Jes ' to make ' em  get dissatisfied , 
make ' em  move out . 
(Move out of the house . I see . )  
In o ther words , you kin take the 

..-e thing - sulphur , cayenne pepper and salt , and de stuff whatever you stole , 
.ad burn it on your stove . And the scent goes out and they says that will run 
•ea out . 

(Run them out o f  the house . )  [Richmond , Va . , (42 8 ) , cylinder near 382+85 . ]  
962 6 .  An ' den yo ' take black [ red? ] p eppah an ' salt an ' sulphuh - those three 

�s : red peppah , salt , sulphuh . An ' burn it in yore fiahplace an ' dat ' ll run 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
.uKR IN FIREPLACE TO KEEP ENEMIES AWAY 

SALT NEW - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
TIE IN CORNER OF HANDKERCHIEF 
WEAR IN RIGHT POCKET AND SEE BOSS 

enemies away from yore house . [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (948) , 2529 : 8 . ]  
9627 . I f  yo ' goin ' tub git a j ob ,  git 
up in de mawnin ' ,  or even if de sto ' s  
now open tuhnight , git chew a package 
of cookin ' salt . Open dat salt . P o ' 
some salt in de cornah of  a large han ' 
kerch ' ef .  Yo ' put red peppah in dere 
an ' sulphuh , an ' yo ' tie it  up . Put it 

ia yore right p ocket an ' go [ to see bos s ] . An ' if  de man don ' hire  yo ' dat day , 
� dey ' ll tell yo ' tub come [back ] , an ' de nex ' t ime yo ' go back yo ' git a j ob .  
[�RuD&wick , Ga . , ( 1214 ) , 2 1 60 : 15 . ] 
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SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
TIE UP - " FEED" HEARTS COLOGNE - FOR JOB 

9628 . Yo ' kin git chew sulphuh an ' 
salt an ' red peppah an ' t ie it up an ' 
whenevah yo ' gits  roun ' ' im • • •  
(Round the b o ss . )  
Yo ' b e  talkin ' tuh ' im - an ' Hearts 
Co logne , git dat Hearts Co logne . Yo ' 

keep it  wet chew know . Yo ' talkin ' tuh ' im .  He give yo ' a j ob .  [Brunswick , 

SALT - 9 PODS RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 
WEAR IN BAG FOR PROTECTION 

Ga . , (121 7 ) , 216 9 : 8 . ] 
9629 . Well , git chew some salt
petah an ' some table sal t , a 

nine 
all . 

pods o f  r ed peppah an ' yo ' j es '  make a 
little sulphuh , an ' take dat an ' 

little b,ag an ' yo ' weahs dat . Dat ' s  

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat ' s  to keep it  back . Dat kill evahthin ' .  

it o f f . 
Can ' t  git up to yo ' ' cuz dat keep 

(That is to protect you . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1022 ) , 1654 : 4 . ] 
9630 . Yo ' kin take some salt an ' some sulphuh an ' some red peppah an ' tote  

it  in  yuh po cket in  a p iece o f  red flannel an ' can ' t  nobody hur tcha [ hur t you] . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN SHOES 

[Waycross , Ga . , (107 2 ) , 
1 7 3 2 : 4 . ] 
9631 . I f  dey put t in ' any
thin ' down tuh hurt chew , 
yessuh , yo ' could pertec ' 
yo ' self . Well , yo ' could 

go ahead an ' take sulphuh , r ed peppah an ' salt an ' weah it - put it in de bo t tom 
of yo re sho e . Weah it up undah dat lit tle b itta place , yo ' know, dat ' s  made in 
yo re sho e - up undah dere , on de inside [ under the insole ] . Weah dat in yore 
shoe . Sat dat [aunjure ] won '  do yo ' harm . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (140 9) , 
2 5 2 3 : 1 . ] 

9632 . Put sulphuh an ' salt an ' red peppah in yuh sho es an ' weah it in dere 
all de t ime . D en yo ' kin s tep ovah it an ' it won ' t  do nuthin tuh yuh . [ Sumter , 
s .  Car . , (1345 or 1346 ) , 2 3 28 : 8 . ] 

9633 . If  anybody tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  yo ' take some sulphuh , use some cayenne 
peppah , d is cayenne peppah whut ' s  gr ind up [ ground up ] an ' dis sulphuh an ' some 
new salt - aookin ' sa l t  [ n o t  the coarse sal t f ed to animals ] . Yo ' weah it in 
yo re shoe an ' dey can ' t harm yo ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1260) , 223 9 : 7 . ]  

9634 . Yo ' weah sulphuh , salt or eithah cayenne peppah [ o r ]  red peppah in 
yore sho es . 

(What would that do then? ) 
That keeps yo ' f rom ketchin ' anythin ' dat ' s  put down fa ' yo ' if  yo ' walkin ' 

ovah it . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1061 ) , 1 7 2 0 : 4 . ] 

SALT AND CAYENNE PEPPER AT DOOR 
SULPHUR IN SHOES 

963 5 .  Yo ' kin take yo ' some ground red peppah 
[ cayenne pepper ] , sulphuh an ' table salt . An ' 
yo ' kin throw dat roun ' yore do ' ,  or yo ' kin 
put dat in yore shoes - sulphur in yor e  shoes . 

Yo ' kin walk on dat sulphuh an ' nobody can ' t  harm yo ' .  [ Flo rence , S .  Car . , 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR 
SPRINKLE WHERE YOU WALK - WEAR IN SHOES 

(1326 ) , 226 9 : 9 . ] 
9636 . If  dey put anything down fa ' 
yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' to hurt chew o r  
cripple yo ' o r  anythin ' so yo ' can ' t  

walk . Yo ' take dat peppah , cayenne peppah an ' salt an ' sulphuh , an ' mix dat 
tuhgethah an ' spr inkle it aroun ' undah yor e  do ' step , an ' aroun ' yore place whare 
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yo ' walk . Qui te nec ' sary [neces sary ] yo ' weah some of da t in yore shoes . Well 
yo ' see , dey can ' t do anythin ' to yo ' , can ' t hurt chew when yo ' go t da t peppah 
in dere . It keeps dat down . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1012 ) , 1637 : 5 . ]  

9 637 . If yo ' know anyone tryin ' tuh harm yo ' roun ' yore home , yo ' git chew 
aa.e dis heah blues tone , an ' sulphuh , red p eppah , an ' salt . Mix all of  da t up 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE - IN SHOES 
togethah . Evah mawnin ' 
[you ] come outa yuh house , 
befo ' yo ' hit de flo ' , [ I  

.ean ] hit de groun ' , yo ' take dat dus t an ' go along wi t [use]  dat dus t - evah 
.a&nin ' befo ' yo ' come up . An ' af tah yo ' do da t ,  why take a li ' le b i t  of i t  an ' 
sprinkle it right in de bot tom of  yuh shoes , both shoes . Put on yuh shoes an ' 
go anywheres . Dey can ' t harm yo ' none , regardless [ o f wha t  they put d own for 
you] .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2 390 : 7 . ] 

9638.  Ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do . Yo ' 
de Bible? [ Since I do not answer , did I nod 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 
WEAR IN SHOES - READ PSALM 54 

YO ' EVAH READ DE BIBLE? 

read de 5 4th Psalm. Yo ' evah read 
my head up and down , or shake it 

sideways . Informant did not know 
he was talking to a clergyman . ]  
An ' yo ' takes sal tpetah , take cay
enne peppah , an ' yo ' takes table 
salt . An ' yo ' take each one-a yore 
shoes an ' yo ' sprinkle yore shoes 
wit dat sulphur , a teaspoonful ' a  

sulphur . Jes ' sprinkle yore shoes wit dat an ' walk anywhere yo ' want . Nobody 
can ' t do nuthin tuh yo ' about chew walkin ' on anythin ' .  Nevah min ' [mind ] about 
dat [walking on anything ] .  [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1016) , 1644 : 2 . ] 

SALT - RED PEPPER SEEDS - URINE 
SWEEP AFTER UNWELCOME VIS ITOR 

9639 . Take some peppah [ seeds ] an ' salt an ' 
take some of  yore ahambah lye an ' scattah i t  
aroun ' d e  do ' an ' den sweep i t .  Yo ' kin 
[will ] go as de seed went - de peppah seed . 
(You go the same way the seed went . Tha t is , 

.ake him stay 
Scattah it  

2654 : 6. ]  

if s omeone came to your house and you want to 
away , you put the s tuff out and sweep i t? )  
ovah de flo ' an ' den sweep it out . [Wilson , N .  C ar . , (147 4 ) , 

9 640. Ah heard dat chew take yore ahambah lye an ' dis sal t an ' peppah , an ' 
throw it evah mawnin ' b efo ' sunrise at chure do ' .  Dat ' ll keep d e  laws from run
Din' on yo ' an ' all fren ' s will come to yo ' .  An ' don ' t sweep no , none of de dus t 

SALT - PEPPER - URINE 
EVERY MORNING BEFORE SUNRISE 

THROW IT AT DOOR FOR LUCK 
ALL SWEEPINGS BURN IN STOVE 

FOR LUCK AND KEEP LAW AWAY 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SUGAR - 2 NEEDLES 
ALL IN BOTTLE WITH URINE - HAND FOR LUCK 

out chure house , out chure front do ' . 
Don ' nevah throw none out ; throw it  
in de fiahplace . Dat always brings 
in luck. But nevah carries out any 
[ sweepings ] • 
(If  you are in bus iness of  any kind , 
especially boo tlegging? ) 
Yes , bootleggin ' an ' gamblin ' .  
Savannah , Ga . ,  (12 7 9 ) , 2176 : 3 . ]  
9 641 . It  was once a roo tworker told 
me to take some urinate some cayenne 
pepper and salt - half full from the 
urinate to de t op of the b o ttle and 

tbe other [ half fill ] wi th sugar . An ' take you a piece o f  cotton and s tick down 
iD there , and s tick two needles in there , and keep that . Tha t ' s  luck to you . 
[�ngton , N .  Car . , ( 2 68 ) , 189 : 11+85 . ] 
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( 4 )  SALT AND OTHER INGREDIENTS WITHOUT RED PEPPER 

9 642 . De  nex ' one wit sugah ag ' in :  if yo ' got somebody a pus son yo ' wanta 
make ' em s tay at home , yo ' mix dat wit allspice an ' salt . An ' put it in a li ' le 

ALLSPICE - SUGAR - SALT 
TIED OR SEWED IN CLOTH - KEEP IN MATTRESS 

piece [ of clo th ] in de mattress , 
where de people gotta sleep , tuh 
make folks s tay home . Put it  in 
' i s mattres s ,  j es '  a li ' le bit . 

Make ' em s tay home . [Charles ton ,  S .  Car . , (518 , Doator Nelson) , 611 : 4 . ] 
9 64 3 .  (How would you keep a spell from being put on you? ) 
Ah tell yuh dat . Go an ' git chew a li ' le ice cream salt hadn ' t  been uses 

[ used ] an ' assfessadee [ asafetida ] , an ' be sur e  tuh have a li ' le piece-a John 
de Conkah . Dashes de salt 

ASAFETIDA - JOHN DE CONKAH - NEW ICE-CREAM SALT 
IN BAG ABOUT NECK - OR SUBSTITUTE A NUTMEG 

[ about house? ] .  Have John 
de Conkah in a li ' le bag or 
ei thah have a nutmeg r oun '  

yore neck . Will hold d e  spell from relievin ' tuh yo ' .  
(That will keep it  from hurting you . ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 6 55 : 3 . ] 
9 644 . (This white man owned this farm? ) 
No suh . See , dis colored man own dis fawm wit dis white man an ' it come tuh 

a settlement . An ' it wuz de fall term an ' de white man wouldn ' t  settle wi t ' im .  

SALT AND BLACK PEPPER 
BLACK MAN - WHITE MAN - ROOT MAN 

An ' dis colored man went tuh dis root man ; 
want s tuh make de man settle wi t ' im .  
(And what did this root man tell him t o  do? ) 
[Root man ] tole ' im - as t ' im [ first ] did 

he have de law ontuh ' im [ white man] . 
"Yeah , " [ answered root man ' s  client or pat ient ] .  
[Root man ] tell ' im ,  "Yo ' know de cookin ' salt an ' black peppah . " S o  he 

tole ' im tuh mix some of dat tuhgethah , yo ' know , an ' make a li ' le hole roun '  
dere where - s o  h e  won ' see i t  - on d e  top-a d e  earth , yo ' know , where h e  [white 
man ] walk roun ' an ' [won ' t ]  see it . Bury it dere at de well . Anywhere roun ' 
dere , yo ' know , where he be ' s  [ i s ]  goin ' backwards an ' forwards .  

An ' so dis man fixed de well ' imself , ' cuz he knew dat ' s  where he ' d  be , see , 
but dis  colored man did know where he put it der e , ' cuz he know ' b out where he 
be  goin ' on . So he put dat where dis man walk ovah it . An ' he tole me , firs ' 
he went in ' i s hous e an ' when he walk ovah dat , af tah he walk ovah it  - he s tep 
ovah it . An ' ' b out two or three day af tah den , de [whi te ] man set tle wi t ' im .  

BLACK PEPPER AND SALT I N  SALT SHAKER I S  RARE 

[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (143 6 ) , 
2602 : 5 . ] 
9 645 . Take some salt and black 
pepper and you mix it up and put 
in a salt shaker , and [ as ] they 

go out your door , you walk behind them and you sprinkle this salt and black p ep
per behind them , and I guarantee you they won ' t come back again . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  (809 ) , 113 7 : 6 . ] 

9 646 . Git chew some salt an ' black peppah , evah time dey come - come in 
yore hous e - j es '  slip it  up behin ' dem an ' dey ' ll finely [ f inally ] leave yo ' 
alone . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1210 , root doctor ) , 2046 : 1 . ] 

9 64 7 .  Ah ' ve heard it  said , yo ' 
BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE BEHIND - SWEEP kin take table salt an ' black 

peppah . As dey go out de do ' 
yo ' sprinkle it behin ' dem , an ' yo ' take de broom an ' yo ' sweep it  out behin ' 
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dea . And dey say dey will leave an ' dey won ' t evah come back dere no more . 
[MObile , Ala . , (689 ) , 918 : 1 . ] 

9 648 . He comes an ' [ you ] have a good frien ' ly talk wi t ' im in de p orch or 
a� de gat e wherevah he stop s  at . An ' den watch ' im ,  an ' soon as he leaves , go 
right in de house an ' git chew broom .  An ' sprinkle roun ' dere , where he was , 
vi� salt an ' b lack p eppah , an ' sweep it de way he went . He won ' t come back . 
[Yaycross , Ga. , (1129 ) , 1835 : 5 . ] 

9649 . Ah ' ve learned dat chew kin take b lack peppah an ' salt an ' if dey come 
intuh de back do ' an ' go intuh de house , why sp rinkle dat black peppah an ' sal t 
bebin '  ' em .  If dey goes out de front , j es '  sprinkle it slowly b ehin ' dem as 
dey go out an ' sweep , an ' dey ' ll nevah come back ag ' in . 

(But they mus t  come in the back door b efore you can do that ? )  
Dey don ' have tuh go in de back do ' - de same do ' dey go intuh . I f  dey come 

in de front do ' an ' j es '  go in a room an ' set or stan '  dere , when dey gi t ready 
�uh go out , j es '  go back out de same way dey came in , all yo ' have tuh do is j es '  
sprinkle dis b lack peppah an ' salt b ehin ' dem an ' j es '  sweep it out , an ' dey ' ll 
nevah come back . [Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 2491 : 8 . ] 

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE BEHIND - SWEEP 
SOMETIMES ADD SULPHUR 

9650 . ( Before the law comes , 
what do you do to keep them out ? ) 
It ' s  no t possible tuh keep ' em 
away . Dey have tuh come once in 
ordah tuh keep ' em away . Well , 

an '  sprinkle it b ehin ' dem at 
behin ' dem lak dat . 

yo ' use de b lack peppah an ' salt 
evah foo tstep dat dey make , an ' den sweep it out 

(Then they won ' t come back again . ) 
Yessuh . An ' sometime yo ' kin use sulphuh 

(1342 ) ,  2 3 23 : 9 . ] 
' long wi t i t . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 

9651 . [ To ] make you move from out the 
ready . I see this fellah take some b lack 

hous e .  Well , I see this happ en al
pepper an ' salt an ' mix that together . 

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE IN DIRE CTION 
YOU WANT DWELLERS WITHIN TO MOVE 

An ' yo ' goes t o  the house an ' yo ' 
sprinkle it as yo ' comin ' from 
the house . Sprinkle it goin ' in 
the direct i on you want s them t o  

.ave from , an ' those people they goin ' to move o u t  o f  that house . [New Orleans , 

BLACK PEPPER AND SALT AT DOORS PREVENTS THEFT 

ILACK PEPPER - SALT - 3 MORNINGS INTO FIRE 

fassin ' an ' fightin ' all de t ime an ' he wanted 
cole ' im tuh do dat an ' she would leave . 

(Tell me j ust what he did , now . ) 

La . , ( 8 59 ) , 136 5 : 7 . ] 
96 5 2 . Take b lack peppah an ' salt 
all roun ' at chure do ' s . Dey 
cain ' t  come ovah it . 
(They can ' t come in and st eal 
things? ) 
No . [Li ttle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 7 ) , 
1469 . ] 
9653 . He say him an ' ' is wife 
couldn ' t  git along an ' dey ' s  

tuh leave huh . An ' he say a man 

Say , he tole me , git a teasp oon fulla b lack peppah an ' a teaspoon fulla tab le 
sal� an '  mix i t  tuhgethah , an ' throw it in de fiah three time s an ' leave dere . 
AD' he [man supp lying rite]  say she would leave . An '  he said he did i t  but she 
lef� . 

(Be did it three times in the same day? ) 
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He done it fo ' three days . 
(Did he do it at any special time o f  the day ? )  

H e  tole ' im do i t  in d e  mawnin ' .  [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 917) , 1486 : 4 . ] 
9 6 54 . Take sal t an ' black peppah , t i e  i t  up mixed togethah . Jes ' take i t . 

Yo ' go t some mad e  up . Yo ' gamblin ' .  Put dat stuff right in yore pocket . Evah 
now an ' den , when yo ' shuffle de cahds or sompin , j es '  run yore  han ' in yore  

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - GAMBLING 

BLUESTONE - SALT - AT DOOR 

pocket . Yo ' ain ' t go tta pull out none [ o f  the 
mixture ] ,  j es '  git de dus t of dat on yo ' .  
(That will give him luck . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
(11 74) , 1982 : 3 . ] 
9 6 5 5 . If I s ee a per son I don ' t like and I 
don ' t want him in my house , I can take sal t 
and blues tone and put i t  under the door and 

they can ' t come in . [ Fredricksburg , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
9 6 5 6 . [ If anyone put s anything down for you ]  an ' yo ' wanta walk ovah it , 

j es '  put chew some bluestone an ' cookin ' sal t in yore shoe . Jes ' take up dat 

BLUESTONE - SALT - IN SHOE - TO WALK OVER CUNJURE 
li ttle p i ec e  in de bo t tom 
of yore  shoe [ insol e ]  an ' 
sprinkle a little bit in 

dere an ' put dat back down , an ' yo ' kin walk where 
(No thing will hurt you? ) 

yo ' wanta walk . 

Nuthin will hurt yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 2193 : 5 . ]  
9 6 5 7 . Well , if you bo thered by the law , you take - even for the law , any

body - you get you some parchment [ paper ] . Here ' s  your door here . [ Informant 
begins to demons t rate . ] You hang you some parchment up by your door . [ Imitation 

BREAD , LOAF OF - OVER CENTER OF DOOR BETWEEN 
NEW SALT ON LEFT - NEW PARCHMENT ON .RIGHT 
KEEP S LAW FROM HARMING YOU - IF LAW COME S 
SPRINKLE SUGAR BEHIND DEPARTING HIM OR THEM 

parchment was sold as genuine and 
often considered holy . ] You hang 
that parchment up by your door , on 
thi s side , and hang you a box of 
salt on the other . Don ' t let the 
salt b e  - get you a fresh box o f  

salt . Jus t like that nail is there [ informant point s t o  nail ] .  S e e  that nai l ?  
Well y o u  p u t  you a nail up right there [ d emons trates ] . 

(On one side of the door . )  
On one side o f  the door . And you hang that sal t up there . And over that , 

between that parchment and that salt , you put you up a loaf o f  bread . 
(You have the parchment on one side and the sal t on the o ther . )  
You see , you ' ve go t the parchment here and you go t the sal t here . 
(The parchment on the right hand side and the salt on the left . )  
And the sal t on the left . Now , right in the center , you put you a loaf of 

bread [ demonstrates ] .  
(Above the door . )  
Above the door . See , you put you up a loaf of bread . He can come in : the 

cap tain , the sergeant , the lieut enant - all of them can come in there when you 
do that . They ain ' t going to bo ther you .  Now , when they come in , if  they come 
in , but they might no t get no further than right to the door . They might j ust  
look in , they ain ' t going to  bo ther nobody . They going to  go away . You see . 
And when they go away , you sprinkle sugar behind them , after they gone . When 
they turn their face to go , yo u sprinkle sugar behind them , yo u see . You sprin
kle sugar and that ' ll keep ' em going all the time . They ' ll never come back . If 
they come back , they won ' t bother you . You under stand what I mean? They won ' t 
bother you . Jus t sprinkle that sugar behind ' em and they won ' t bo ther you at 
all . [New Orleans , La . , ( 832) , 1248 : 2 . ] 
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9 6 5 8 . Dey kin make yo ' move wi t saltpetah , brims tone an ' table salt - j is '  
plain table salt . An '  po ' it by night , chew know , at de do ' or sprinkle it roun ' 

BIIMSTONE - SALTPETER - SALT - AT DOOR - TO MOVE 

CHEESE - FLOUR - SALT - FOR LOVE OR GAMBL ING 

de do ' , an ' yo ' shuh o f  makin ' 
' em move . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 25) , 1502 : 2 . ] 
9659 . Now we come tuh love 
affair s .  Dis heah ' s anothah 
item ah ' m  gona give yo ' . 

Ah ' ve  tried dis on mahself . Yo ' kin take yo ' some salt an ' some cheese an ' 
flour an ' make a powdah outa it . Mix it all tuhgethah . An '  yo ' kin take dat 
povdahs . Jes ' say fo ' a  ins tant [ instance]  dere ' s a girl s tayed heah dat yo ' 
thought a whole lo ts  of , an ' yo ' j es '  can ' t get ' er lak yo ' wan ' s tuh do . But 
chew kin visit ' er an ' have all de fun o thahwi se dat chew want . Yo ' kin take 
da� powdahs dat chew ' ve made an ' dus t it aroun ' in ' er room ,  an ' dat ' ll b r ing 
' er love tuh where yo ' kin handle huh an ' she won ' t deny nuthin dat chew ask . 

De s ame thing is mighty good luck in gamblin ' too . Dat salt an ' cheese an ' 
flour , dat ' s good luck in gamblin ' too . 

An '  den i t ' s  a lodestone dat chew kin use dat ' s mighty good luck in gamblin ' ,  
a lodestone called magia Lodestone [ trade name ] . Dat ' s mighty good luck in gam
blin' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (117 4) , 1 9 81 : 1 . ] 

9660 . Spr inkle coal oil down and salt down . That makes a fus s . Now , t o  s top 
� fuss , how would you stop it?  All right , I ' d  stop the fuss in thi s manner . 

COAL OIL AND SALT BURNED CAUSES QUARREL 
CIRRAHON AND SUGAR BURNED STOPS QUARREL 

If I find out they throw oil down there , 
anything like that , they got that down 
to fus s and fight . I ' d  take sugar and 
cinnamon and sprinkle on top of that , 

and then I ' d  burn that . Right wheres omever the spot is where that oil is , I ' d  
pa� the cinnamon and the sugar there and light it and let it burn . It ' s  not 
BOing to burn the floor at all . I t ' s  going to burn until that floor come back 
ua�ural j ust  the same as it was before that oil got on there . And then that 
would be all over with , wouldn ' t  be no more quarrelin ' then . [New Orleans , L a . , 
(832) , 1240 : 4 . ] 

9 661 . Heard talk of ' em  us in ' needles an' pins [ omits  pins later ] an ' red 
flannel an ' cologne an ' salt . Suppo sed tuh be nine needles . Yo ' use dat . Well , 

COLOGNE 9 DROPS - NEEDLES 9 - RED FLANNEL - SALT 
IBIS HAND IN PERSON ' S BED STICKS WITHOUT CONTACT 

I could take it , say fer in
s tance , an ' s t ick it in your 
bed an ' whoever lays down dere , 
well de needles don ' have tuh 

�ouch ' em ,  but yo ' ll feel j is '  lak lot s of  needles an ' pins is s t ickin ' in yuh . 
(You say nine needles . How many pins do you put in that ? )  
Mo . Well , ah nevah seen ' em use no pins , j i s '  only nine needles .  
(Mine needles and what else? ) 
Den use a p iece of  red flannel 

�es ' take a spinch of salt in yuh 
Pu� it anywhere aroun '  yuh baid . 
feel d e  needles st ickin ' in yuh . 

an ' nine drop s o f  cologne an ' a lit tle salt . 
fingahs an ' wrap it u p  in dat red flannel . 
De needles don ' t have tuh t ouch yuh , but yo ' 

(You feel thes e pains . )  [Nor folk , Va . , (476) , 4 9 3 : 9 . ] 
9662 . Ah tole yo ' , when yo ' want ' em tuh go [ pauses ] .  
(Yes . )  
When dey makes de track , why yo ' take a new broom an ' sprinkle salt . Salt 

an '  saltpetah , mix dat togethah an ' spr inkle dat an ' devil ' s  snuff .  
(Devil ' s  snuff? ) 
Devil ' s  snuf f ,  yes sir . 
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(Where do you sprinkle that ? )  
Yo ' sprinkle it right on behind . 

it right on behin ' dem .  An ' den yo ' 
Jes ' lak dey goin ' out de do ' ,  yo ' sprinkle 
takes dis broom an ' sweep it an ' tell ' em 

DEVIL ' S  SNUFF - SALTPETER - NEW SALT - IN FOOT TRACKS 
SWEEP - WI SHING VIS ITOR TO STAY AWAY 

yo ' make , make de wishes 
dat yo ' want ' em  tuh go 
an ' stay [ away ] . Jes ' 
sweep ' im , j es '  sweep 

' im away . [The salt ] outa box of salt dat ' s  nevah been used out of . 
( I  see . Do you use salt?  And what else did you say you used? ) 
Salt an ' saltp etah an ' devil ' s  snuff . 
(Devil ' s  snuf f .  I see . ) [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 9 ) , 9 7 2 : 2 . ] 
9 6 63 . Take table salt now, when dey [poli ceman] j es '  come af tah yo ' an ' be

hind yo ' about chure stuf f .  When he comes in an ' he turns ' is back , yo ' throw 

DRAGON ' S  BLOOD BURN - THROW SALT AFTER POLICEMAN 
it behind ' im.  An ' he would 
have tuh turn ' i s back when 
he ' s  goin ' out . Throw i t  be

hind ' im on de flo ' an ' as he 
(Throw some on his back? ) 

turns back , throw some on ' is back . 

On ' is back . An ' burn dis dragon ' s  blood in yuh hous e .  Yo ' burn it in yuh 
house tuh keep de law away . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 766 : 5 . ] 

9 6 64 . All right . Well , firs t , if they trying to harm you , you get you some 
Epsom sal t s , take you some table salt . All right . And you take you some warm 

water and let that set overnight . 

EPSOM SALT - SALT - IN WARM WATER OVERNIGHT 
Then you take you a good bath wi th 
that . Well , they can ' t do anything 
wi th you . [New Orleans , La . , (884 ), 
145 7 : 2 . ] 

BATHE WITH NEXT DAY - NO ONE CAN HARM YOU 

FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - SULPHUR - SALT 
BURN IN HOUSE TO DRIVE PERSON AWAY 

9 6 65 . They takes the toenails and 
the fingernails , all like that , and 
wrap i t  up wi th sulphur and salt 
and burn i t ,  and that wi ll keep ' em 
away . 
(Run them away . )  

kin take and burn it around like in a heater 
away . [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 4 7 2 ) , 4 8 2 : 3 . ] 

Burn i t , j ust burn i t  
or anything like that . 

around . You 
That run ' em 

9 6 66 . Yo ' take an '  git a salt [ salted ] fish an '  put it in watah an ' scale de 
fish an '  clean ' im . I f  yo ' wants tuh [ have? ] ' im  open or somp in lak dat an ' take 
all dat [ insides out ] - if yo ' don ' uxmta throw de guts an ' a U  intuh yore, in 
fronta yore do ' ,  take dem out an ' throw de fish watah an ' evahthin ' right out in 

FI SH - SALTED ONE LIKE HERRING - CLEAN 
THROW THE CLEANINGS OR MERELY THE WATER 
IN FRONT OF DOOR TO BRING IN CUSTOMERS 
OR THROW URINE AND SALT TOWARDS CROWD 

REPEAT LATTER RITE 9 MORNINGS 

front [ o f  your hous e ]  an ' de people 
will come tuh yo ' .  
(That is  for customers? ) 
Yessuh . 
(For what - what kind of a bus iness? ) 
Well , any kinda bus iness yo ' want , 

whethah it ' s  business in a s t o ' or 
(You say you take a sa Zt fish? )  

whethah it ' s  a whiskey business , or 
whut . Anythin ' .  

[ Informant ' s  opening words : git a sa Zt fish • • •  put in water and 
a Zean ' im  had confused me , especially the words put in water. ] 

Takes salt fish , scale ' im.  
(What kind of  a salt fish? ) 

saaZe • • •  an ' 



- Ho odoo - Conj urati on - Wi tchcraft - Ro otwork - 3 819 

Ve gen ' ly use salt herring , or any kinda salt f i sh .  We generally gits  d e  real 
cheap ones . 

[ Informant definitely means salted fish ... in a can or tin . One f i sh at lease 
is soaked in wat er to  ob tain the brine , scaled or skinned , and then split  op en 
.ad cleaned . The fish essence in the wat er fishes for customers , the salt in 
� vater ki l ls anything put down by an enemy t o  s top the arrival o f  customers . ]  

AD '  den , ag ' in [ another way for trade ] ,  take UPination an ' put salt in i t  an ' 
chrov it de directi on where yo ' see b i g  crowds . [ Just as  the ur ine o f  a dog 
aL�racts other dogs , likewi se human urine attracts people or customers . ]  Do dat 
to• nine mawnin ' s .  De crowd s  will come r ight towards yo ' .  Ah s aw dat done . 

(If you are selling whi skey you do that ? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 2 55 7 : 16 . ]  
966 7 . A shell - yo ' see , w ' at ah shoot  in a gun . Git dat gunpowdah [ out o f  

� gunshell ] .  G i t  choo a box o f  sulphuh an ' [ a  box o f ]  salt , an ' di g a hole 

CIIIPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - ALL NEW 
BOKI AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS - TO MOVE 

ri ght o f f  down in dere in front dat-a 
do ' .  Don ' t put it on de step , dig a 
hole in fronta de do ' .  Put some tub 
de b ack [ door ] an ' some tub de front 

[door ] . An ' ah bet chah , ah guarantee dat woman wouldn ' t  stay tub dat house 
fer one day ' fo '  [before ] she ' d  be  hunt in ' huh anothah house . [Almo s t  every
where in these volumes to get a box of sulphur , salt , anything , means a new or 
aansed ingredi ent . O f t en the remainder must not be  used for any non-hoodoo pur
pose . ] [Thi s man " said he was from the South and didn ' t sp eak well" - note made 
at time o f  recording . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 323) , 2 58 : 2+85 . ] 

CDRPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - GARLIC - IN SHOE S 
9 6 6 8 . Sulphur , table salt an ' 
gunp owdah , j i s '  weah i t  in yore 
shoes . Use garlic  in dat , chew 

knov. Dey couldn ' t huPt chew tub save 
2070 : 1 . ] 

dere life . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 217 ) , 

9669 . Yessuh , dere ' s  somethin ' dey kin 
Zife an ' s altp etah an ' salt an ' sandalwood 

git tub git ' em  away . Gi t ' em high 
incense , an ' mi x it up an ' throw 

aroun ' yore house evah mawnin ' 
b e f o ' de sun r i s e . HIGH IJFE - SANDALWOOD - SALTPETER - SALT 

SPIINKLE ROUND HOUSE BEFORE SUNRI SE - TO MOVE (What i s  high life ? )  
Ah dunno . I t ' s  somethin ' yo ' 

git outa de  drug sto ' . It  looks j es '  kinda greeni sh lookin ' . 
(Is it a powder or a liquid ? ) 
It ' s a powdah . I t ' s  kinda lak sulphuh but chew cain ' t sprinkle i t  down where 

it rains , ' cuz it swells ' way up . Yo ' use it when i t ' s  dry weathah . [Memphis ,  
Tenn. , ( 1527 ) , 2 7 2 5 : 10 . ] 

967 0 .  Well , ah been tPiaked one t ime by some o f  mah things . A girl lived in 
aar home an ' she fell out wit me concernin ' a man . She ' d  taken a dress o f  mine , 
one of mah monthly period cloths , an ' some of mah hair an ' got underneath de ahm 
[ara] where ah sweat at , an ' taken i t  an ' cared [ carr ied ] it acro s s  [ town ] tub a 

HIGH LIFE - SANDALWOOD - SALTPETER - SALT 
� WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT - NEEDLES - PINS 
SPRINKLE AT HOUSE BEFORE SUNRI SE - TO MOVE 

man [ cunj ureman] . 
(Wait a minute !  What did she get 
from under your arm , the hair or 
j ust  the sweat ? )  
De sweat from de dress . 
An ' she ' d  taken it tub a man an ' she 
had it mi xed wit graveyard dirt , 

aeedles an ' p ins an ' , well one or two mo ' thing but de man [ healer I went to ] 
didn ' t  name ' em , see . He put i t  in a j ab [ j ar ]  an ' brought i t  b ack tub our house 
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unbeknown tuh all of  us , late hour of  de night , an ' b uried it . Now , it wus 
b uried out ' b out along b y  de lavatory , see . Well , one Sunday mawnin ' ah was 
sittin ' on de po ' ch an ' ah go t up an ' ah went out tuh de lavatory . An ' ah had 
a spell . From den ah commenced tuh feel as though • • • •  

(What kind of  a spell did you have? How did you feel? ) 
Ah felt as though ah was dyin ' fo ' a few minute s . 
Well , ah started back tuh de house an ' when ah go t back home , ah tole mothah 

tuh call de doc tah . Our lavatory was out from de house . 
An '  she said , "Well , whut ' s  de mat tah? Yo ' don ' t look sick? " 
Ah said , "Well , ah am . "  
She said , "Well , yo ' don ' t look s ick . " 
An ' so ah went on de porc h .  
She said , "Go back an ' lay down , i f  yo ' want me tuh call d e  doc tah . Don ' t  

stan ' on de front porch . "  
Ah said , "Well , ah cain ' t lay down . " 
While she was callin ' de  doc tah ah went runnin ' down tuh de drug store . Seemed 

as though mah mind wus leavin ' me , see . An ' all ah could have on mah mind right 
den was dyin ' or eithah seein ' mahsel ' confined in a ' sylum . See? 

An ' ,  well ah go t back home an ' de doctah came out . He examined me thoroughly . 
He said nuthin was wrong . Well , ah knowed it was somepin wrong . Still , he said 
it wasn ' t  anything wrong . 

Well , mah mothah tried two mo ' doctahs . Both o f  ' em said dere wasn ' t anything 
wrong . 

She ' d  taken me crosstown tuh a man by de name of Mr . Lee [ a  root doc tor ] .  
(What town was this? ) 
Waycro s s , Georgia . Yes . 
An ' ah went ovah dere on Lee Avenue tuh Mr . Lee . An ' he tole me of dese 

things dat had been taken from me . An ' tole me dat de onliest way dat he could 
get dis spell offa me was tuh dig dese things up . An ' tole me de charge s o f  
diggin1 it up .  An '  he say he knowed dat ah didn ' t have much money , an ' ah could 
pay dis on installment s .  See , dat he would charge me $ 2 5  fo ' takin ' d e s e  things 

�· See . So he charged de $ 2 5 an ' mah mothah paid ' im ten of it down . 
He came ovah tuh our house an ' he digged dese things up . Dug ' em up an '  it 

was in a j ar an ' it was stopped up tight . An ' i t  looked as though it had b egin 
tuh kinda rot . See . 

He ' d  taken i t  out . He go t a pan of  warm watah an ' put some lodestone in it 
an ' a l i t t le salt . Taken dese things an ' po ' d  ' em in dere . An ' - well , ah don ' t  
know whut he done wit it . Ah know he ' d  taken it wit ' im whatevah it was , see . 
An ' he didn ' t nevah give me anythin ' tuh take , but grad ' ly by degrees dis spell 
commence tuh weah off , until now ah ' m  fine . 

(How long ago did that happen , did you say? ) 
That ' s  b een - ah imagine now - dat ' s  b een around seven or e ight months . No 

longah , no soonah . [These are the experiences diff icult to  find . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  (1061) , 1 7 20 : 1 . ] 

9 6 71 . Mah uncle tole me dat yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  of  de road an ' yo ' take sul
phuh an ' yo ' take salt . An '  whichsomevah road he [ criminal ] went yo ' sprinkle 

LYE - SULPHUR - SALT : 3 INGREDIENTS 
IN ROAD CRIMINAL TOOK - WITH INCANTATION 

it [ these 2 ingredient s ]  down wit 
[Red] Devi l Lye [ Red Devil b rand ] . 
An ' when yo ' sprinkle it down , dey 
says , "Who be it , it was , dat did 

de crime , whichsomevah way he went , 
An '  he can ' t go no futhah . 

yo ' [ 3  ingredient s ]  f in '  which way he went . "  

(Did you use Devi l Lye in that? ) 
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Yes , sir . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 01) , 9 59 : 5 . ]  
9672 . In cookin ' an ' usin ' onion , take de onion an ' put salt on it  an ' put 

it in de stove . It bring good luck tub de house . 

ORION PEELINGS - SALT - BURN IN STOVE - LUCKY 
(How do you mean put this onion 
in the stove ? ) 

� in an ' yo ' use de onion , an ' de outah peel 
dat an '  sprinkle salt ovah dat , an ' wrap it up 
an '  burn it . 

See , yo ' cookin ' a pastry or 
yo ' cut off de onion . Yo ' take 
in a papah , an ' put i t  in de stove 

(What is that supposed to do? ) 
Bring luck to de house . 
(Just any kind of a house? ) 
Yeah , j es '  any house .  Don ' t b e  any particular house . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 

(1285) ' 2182 : 6 .  ] 
9673 . I f  yo ' wan ' a  a j ob ,  yo ' don ' wan ' a eat no breakfus ' .  Jis ' put a red 

onion in yuh pocket wit yuh salt , mos ' ly in de right pocket . Keep it  in a rag .  

OIIION [ RED ]  - SALT - IN RAG - RIGHT POCKET 
FASTING [NO BREAKFAST ] - SEE BOSS FOR JOB 

ONION PEELINGS - SUGAR - SALT - BURN 
TO KEEP DOWN QUARRELS 

QUARREL CAUSED BY ANY CUT ONION KEPT 

An ' go tub a man fo ' a j ob .  Yo ' 
always b e  dere befo ' he  do . [ Wil
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 145 : 9+85 . ]  
9 6 7 4 . When yo ' p eel onions in yore 
home , yo ' supposed tub put sugah an '  
salt - sugah an ' salt on it [ the 
p eeling s ]  an ' put it on de stove an' 
burn it . Dat ' s keep in ' down de fuss 
[ in the house] . An ' i f  yo ' havin ' 

it up , but yo ' don ' t ' sposed tub leave fuss der e ,  put salt on de onion an' burn 
cut onion in yore house no kinda way . 

(After you put salt on that onion , what 
Put it on de stove an ' let it burn up . 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7) , 152 7 : 7 . ]  

do you do with that onion then? ) 
Dat k eepin ' down fusses in de house . 

9 6 7 5 . I f  dey move in dere an ' yo ' 
nut s an ' burn ' em . Take an ' put chew 

don ' t  wan ' ' em  in der e ,  git chew some pea
some salt tub ' em , an ' put some right up 

PFANUTS BURNED - SALTED - THROWN UNDER HOUSE 
TO CROSS IT - MAKE PEOPLE WITHIN MOVE 

undahneat ' dat hous e .  Dey ' 11 
move out . Keep dem out . Make it 
[ hous e ]  crossed , too . 

is crossed so that no one can live in it , 
(Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 36) , 1514 : 7 . ] 

(Cross the house up . )  [ The house 
until some p erson uncrosses the house .] 

9676 . I f  ah wus in trouble , like ah wus want in ' tub sell whiskey like evah
body is doin ' , wanted tub have a success fo ' mah business where de man wouldn ' t  

PERRY - NEW SALT - FRONT AND BACK DOORS - POLICE 
b othah me . Git me a package 
of  salt an ' bury it tub mah 
front do ' steps , bury one tub 

de back where yo ' have to come ovah - walk ovah it  [ them] . Take me a penny an ' 
drive it  down , drive de penny right down on de do ' stop ; yo ' know , like de do ' 
[de.onstrates ] ,  drive it right up dere . De police may come dere an ' try tub 
search me . He ' d  look a little bit  - ah ' ll j est show yo ' [ demons trates about 
roca) .  "Well [ says policeman ] he ain ' t got nuthin . Let ' s  go . "  [ For pennies 
a£ door , see atso many examples in vol . l ,  p . 6llf . , Nos . 21 08-212 0 and elsewhere . ] 
(&aycross , Ga . , (1158) , 193 0 : 5 . ] 

967 7 . Well , some p eople take a penny an ' dey nail it  right down in front of  
de do '  - a one- cent piece . Dey go tub de b ack do ' an ' dey nail down anothah one . 
� go tub de sto ' an ' git chew a b ox of  Red Devil Lye potash . Yo ' git chew a 



38 2 2  - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

PENNY NAILED AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS 
NEW BOX OF RED DEVIL LYE - NEW BOX OF SALT 
BURY AT GATE IN HOLE 6 INCHES DEEP , SAYING : 
3 DEAD MEN LOOKED OUT OF A WINDOW1 ETC. 
THI S I S  FOR CUSTOMERS AND DRIVING LAW AWAY 

bran ' -new box of salt . An ' yo ' go 
out in yore gate , r ight in de mid
dle of yore gate wher e de peop le 
trans fah in an ' out . Yo ' d ig a 
hole down der e a t  zakly [ exac tly] 
six inches , an ' yo ' take dis salt , 
dat whole box of salt , an ' emp ty 

it right close tuh de box of lye , An ' aftah 
of  lye , yo ' say lak dis : 

yo ' emptyin ' it close tuh dat box 

ThPee daid men looked outa de winda ' :  
One had no lung� de othah had no tongue; 
De thiPd was deaf� dumb an ' b lind. 
Beho ld de spiPit looked on me� 
As ah speak to yo ' thPee times a day . 
On ly goodness an ' mePay sha l l  fo l low me [Porn dis day on . 

Yo ' say dat all de while yo ' po ' ing dat sal t  on tapa dat . An ' aftah yo ' git done 
why yo ' cover this lye up - an '  dat ' s  also fo ' br ingin ' cus tomers - an ' de po tash 
will dr ive away de law ,  keep de law away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (117 5 ) , 198 8 : 1 . ] 

967 8 .  Yo ' take de ' simmon bark.  Ah heard dat one too , if anyone wan t s  tuh 
tPiak yo ' in any way . All r ight , yo ' take de ' s immon bark an ' yo ' goes on an ' 

PERS IMMON BARK - BO IL WITH 9 TABLESPOONFULS OF SALT 
SPRINKLE AT NIGHT - BACK OUT DOOR - KILLS TRICKS 

yo ' take nine tablespoon
fuls o f  table salt an ' put 
it in dere wit dis bark . 
Yo ' boils i t . Den yo ' take 

dis s tuff an ' go tuh dey house at night , chew know . An ' when yo ' backs out from 
dey house , yo ' let  i t  fellah yo ' from de do ' tuh where yo ' gain ' - long as it 
leaks out . Well , if dey try tuh do anythin ' dere ' s  nuthin tuh dat . 

(You put nine sp oonfuls of  salt in this persimmon bark? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1367) , 2419 : 9 . ] 
967 9 .  Well , den ah goes tuh work den an ' ah worked a few plans . A fellah 

followed me an ' ah tried it tuh see would i t  work . De fellah - ah wen ' tuh work 

POTASH - SULPHUR - SALT - TURN ROUND 9 T IMES - CUSS 
an ' ah took dis heah sul
phuh an ' ah took dis heah 
po tash an ' dis cookin ' 

salt , an ' put i t  in dis  box an ' where dis man place of bus iness was . Ah went 
down dere an ' turnt roun ' nine t imes an ' made a oath - cuss , cussed dis fellah . 
In three day ' s t ime dis fellah was out of dat place an ' done moved . Had tuh 
move , he couldn ' t  s tay down d ere . He had tuh move . 

(What did you do with that box when you turned around nine times? ) 
Dat box? Ah took de box an ' throwed i t  away . Ah had i t  in mah han ' when ah 

wus turnin ' roun ' do [ though ] . But ah to ok de box an ' throwed i t  away an ' nobody 
knows whut it was all about . [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 160 7 : 5 . ] 

9680 . [Take ] potash whut chew wash clothes wi th , an ' take table salt , an ' 
take dis here sulphuh , an ' take one of dese here John de Conkah roots , an ' put 

POTASH - SULPHUR - SALT - JOHN DE CONKAH 
BURY AT DOOR TO MOVE 

tuh move in dere , dey ain ' t gain ' s tay in 
Fla . , (995) , 1609 : 3 . ] 

all dis tuhgethah , an ' yo ' take i t  
an ' bury it undah d e  steps . Don ' t 
let no one see yo ' .  I f  anyb ody move 
in dat house an ' yo ' don ' t want ' em 

dere . Dey can ' t .  [ S t . Petersbur g ,  

9 681 . An ' tuh avo id thin ' s  lak dat tuh keep peop le away from yore house , lak 
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dat - yo ' kin take a p iece of quicks ilvah an ' some table salt . An ' mix it  in , 

�CKSILVER - SALT - MIX - TIE IN PIECE OF VICTIM ' S 
CWTHING - THROW TOWARD HI S HOUSE TO KEEP AWAY 

if  yo ' kin git somepin from 
' em,  a piece o f  dere s . An ' 
throw it  away tuhward dey 
house an ' dey won ' t  nevah 

ca.e tub yore house any mo ' .  [Memphi s , Tenn . ,  ( 9 5 3 ) , 1539 : 18 . ] 

UDIVATER - SODA - SALT - MOP WITH 

.ad you mop good , and anywhere those 
can' t make you move . 

9682 . You take some salt , ge t  you some soda 
and some rainwater . You understand , that ' s  
about the best . All right , you get up there 
peop le wants  to make you move , then they 

(You do that so that they can ' t make you move? ) 
Sure , ah knows that positively . [New Orleans , La . , (884) , 145 7 : 1 . ] 
968 3 .  They say that if  a person doe sn ' t  like you , they ' ll draw a r ing i n  

the road right a t  your house and they ' ll spr inkle salt , soda , ashes , lime , o ther 

RING OR CIRCLE DRAWN IN ROAD PASS ING HOUSE 
SPJliRKLE IN IT : ASHES - LIME - SALT - SODA - SULPHUR 

3 INGREDIENTS : SALTPETER - SULPHUR - SALT 
SPRINKLE AT DOOR - WALKING BACKWARD S 

TO BREAK UP PERSONS IN THE HOUSE 

chemicals , sulphur . That 
will keep you from being 
an enemy against him. 
[ Freder icksburg , Va . , 
(44) , by Ediphone . ]  
9684 . Jis ' like i f  your 
husband was go in '  with 
someone else , [ I  know ] o f  
a remedy that would break 
that up , and that i s  one 
heap ing tablespoonful o f  

salt . You dip up this here , a tablespoonful o f  salt , pick it  up , an ' you take 
yuh band an ' brush i t  off  [ level the salt ] . An ' you pour that over there on the 
papah .  Then do the same with de sulphur . An ' you brush that o f f  [ take a table
spoon level-full o f  sulphur ] an ' pour it  into this [ salt ] .  Then take one p inch 
of saltpeter an ' you put this int o  this [ salt and sulphur ] .  Then you make [mix ] 
it up real good an ' start from the front door , go upstair s , you go backwards , 
sprinkle thi s . An ' they say when he walks over thi s , i t ' ll break ' em up . [ Bal
tt.ore , Md . ,  ( 1 4 9 ) , 55 : 3+8 5 . ] 

9685 . An ' i f  yo ' don ' t  want ' em tuh 
.a' snake dust - cos ' [ o f  course ] snake 

SNAKE DUST - PUT DOWN TO WALK OVER 
RIGHT-FOOT-SHOE DIRT SWEEP OUT DOOR 

8&LK BACKWARDS - USE SALT AND LODESTONE 

come tuh yore house , yo ' take table salt 
dust will kill yo ' .  Dey throw it  at 

chew when yo ' go in ' tuh de house . Yo ' 
take dat an ' chunk i t . Dey call i t  
thPowin '  i t  a t  chew , b ut dey don ' t  
thr ow it  at chew , dey put it  down f o ' 
yo ' tuh walk ovah i t . But if  dey don ' t  

want chew tuh come tuh de house , yo ' take one o f  yore right-foot  shoes , an ' sweep 
� shoe , dirt an ' all out de do ' , an ' den dey ' ll walk b ackward from da t shoe in 
� bouse .  Dey ain ' t  comin ' b ack no mo ' .  

�ose shoe do they put out there? ) 
Yores . Jes ' put a little tab le salt in dere . Dat will carry dem away . 
(What do you do with the snake dust? ) 
Dat snake dust?  Well , now , dat ' s  tuh kill yo ' .  Dey won ' do nuthin but j es '  

� dat down , right down in yore pathway . 
�ere you can walk over it? ) 

Yessuh , an ' yo ' walk ovah i t . 
(But if  they want t o  get rid o f  you , they j ust  put that salt in your shoe and 

...ep it  out? ) 



3824 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

Yessuh .  But dat snake dust , if yo ' walks ovah dat snake dust an ' dey go t i t  
in dere , why dat ' ll g i t  chew , see , ' cuz dey g o t  dat lodes tone in it , yo ' see . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 273 6 : 7 . ] 

9 68 6 . Tuh keep de policemens away from de house ag ' in , yo ' kin git chew some 
sulphuh an ' git chew some salt an ' soda an ' mix i t  all tuhgethah . An ' git  up 

SODA - SULPHUR - SALT - 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - 9 DAYS 
evah mawnin ' ab out five 
a ' clock an ' put it  in each 
cornah of yuh house , each 

cornah fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dat wi ll shore keep ' em away from yuh house . [ Fay

SPIT INTO SWEEPINGS MADE BEHIND VISITOR 
ettevi l le , N. Car . , (1446) , 2634 : 5 . ] 
9687 . I f  yo ' don ' t want no one in yore 
house , in yore room ,  an ' when dey leave 

out , yo ' take de salt an ' sprinkle it in behin ' ' em an '  sweep , an ' den sp it in it . 
D ey ' ll nevah come in yore house ag ' in .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 4 9 ) , 1530 : 10 . ] 

9 688 . If they don ' t like you and want you out o f  the way , the way they do , 
they goes to the [ hoodoo ] drug s tore and they b uys some steel dus t and lode stone . 

STEEL DUST - LODESTONE - BLACK PEPPER - SALT 
SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE 

And they put b lack pepper and salt 
in i t ,  and they sprinkle it  around 
your s tep , see . And when they 
sprinkle it around your s tep , 

that ' ll move you .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 1189 : 3 . ] 
9 689 . Well , you take that and say : Sugar� you is de sweetening of al l things . 

I want you to sweeten dis man for me . Sa lt� [ you ] gives peaae of al l things . I 

SUGAR AND SALT - INCANTATION OVER EACH - MIX 
BURN 9 P INCHES ON RED-HOT STOVE FOR HAPPY HOME 

want you to keep this man for me 
personal ly free from any other 
woman. Then you mix it  all up 
toge ther and take it like that 

in nine p inches . 
will b e  happy .  

Then put i t  on the red-hot s tove and burn i t .  And your home 

(That is , you burn both 
(486) , 516 : 4 . ] 

the salt and the sugar together . )  [Norfolk ,  Va . , 

9 69 0 .  Now , i f  yuh wi fe 
some sugah , tab le salt an ' 

runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' wanta s top ' er ,  yo ' git  chew 
sulphuh an ' put it  in - take a saucah an ' mix it  up , 

SUGAR - SULPHUR - SALT - MIX - THEN 9 MORNINGS 
WITH INCANTATION IN LORD ' S NAME - PUT IN 4 CORNERS 

OF HOUSE TO KEEP YOUR WO�N FROM OTHER MAN 

lak dat , an ' evah mawnin ' 
fa ' nine mawnin ' s  - yo ' 
go t a woman an ' she got a 
man , an ' yo ' wanta break 
' em up . Yo ' take an ' put 

dat in de cornah of 
of de Lord� ah wish 
co rnah of de house . 

yuh house . Jes ' take a pinch of it  an ' put i t ,  In de Name 
yo 'd quit runnin ' �und. Evah t ime yo ' put it  down in de 

(Put it  in the four corners ? )  
Yassuh , de fa ' co rnahs o f  de house , put i t  in dere , an ' dat ' ll s top ' er from 

runnin ' roun ' . [ Memphis , Tenn . , (154 8 ) , 2 8 09 : 7 . ] 

SUGAR AND SALT ON SHOES BURNED FOR LUCK 

SUGAR AND SALT MIXED - WEAR UNDER ARMS 
KEEP S HUSBAND HOME 

9 691 . Well , yo ' kin burn shoes fa ' 
luck . Jis ' put ' em in de s tove an ' 
burn ' em .  Sprinkle salt an ' sugah on 
' em fa ' luck . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1518) , 
2 6 9 3 : 10 . ] 
9 69 2 . Jes ' lak if  ah had a husban ' an ' 
he don ' nevah s tay at home , an ' ah 
wanted tuh keep ' im at home . Well , ah 

kin j es '  take tab le sugah an ' salt an ' mix a li ttle of i t  tuhgethah an ' weah it  
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wmdah mah ahms • Well , da t ' 11 make ' im drC1lrJ , love yo ' ; yo ' know ,  make ' im gi  t 

SIQR AND SALT IN HOUSE RIDS WOMAN OF MAN 

close tub yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1544) , 2 7 9 5 : 13 . ] 
9 6 9 3 . Jis ' lak he move intuh yuh 
house an ' yo ' want ' im outa dis 
house . Yo ' take an ' g i t  chew some 

sal� an ' sugah an ' put in dere an ' he ' ll leave j is '  fo ' dat [ sugar and salt . He 
leaves b ecause he thinks some enemy is " throwing" f o r  him] . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

SUGAR AND SALT - SPRINKLE FOR LUCK OR TO HOLD JOB 
(93 9) , 15 20 : 8 . ] 
9 6 9 4 .  Anyone take salt an ' 
l i ' l ' sugah an ' sprinkle i t  

� · , an ' dat brings luck tub yo ' . Dat ' s  tub keep a j ob ,  so no man kin mow yo ' 
dawn - tub ho ld a j ob .  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 1) , 2 6 5 2 : 24 - this cylinder b e ing 

SIQR AND SALT - SPRINKLE FOR LUCK OR TO HOLD JOB 
f i lled with brief rites . ]  
9 6 9 5 .  Git some sulphur an ' 
some table salt - not physic 

sal� - tab le salt , 
pea�ing ] .  

an ' lay i t  in yore shoe when yo ' certain • • •  [ informant is re-

(They can ' t put anything down for you to walk over i t . ) 
Bo sir , dat sulphur an ' salt supposed tuh • • •  [ S avannah , Ga . , (1252) , 2125 : 9 . ] 
9696 . One of  the greatest things for luck , you get a l i t t l e  sulphur an ' a 

1i��le lard an ' a little sal t , an ' put that together an ' wear that in a b ag 

SULPHUR - LARD - SALT - IN BAG ABOUT NECK 
D:KP ALL HOODOOS • • •  CUNJURES • • •  EVILS AWAY 

around your neck . That will keep 
all hoodoos , all cunjupes and all 
evils away from you . [ Fredericks
burg , Va . , (48) , by Ediphone . ]  
9 6 9 7 . Now in case yo ' want a j ob ,  
yo ' coming on de j ob [ you are at  the 

place where you want the j ob ] , put de footp r int of yuh b oss b etween dis sulphuh 
aa' b lack p eppah . Yo ' will make a b ag out ' a it an ' keep s it aroun ' yuh neck , yo ' 

�LACK PEPPER - SULPHUR - FOOTPRINT OF BOS S  IN BAG 
ABOUT YOUR NECK - HIS SP IRIT ALWAYS WITH YOU 

SALT AND SULPHUR IN POCKET - BO S S  TRUTHFUL ABOUT JOB 

see , an ' de spirit of yuh 
boss will always b e  along 
wit chew ; yo ' see . An ' 
fer dat reason , he wi ll 
nevah have yuh runned 

..ay , as long as he have any incidentaL business [ usually called odd jobs ] at 
a11. An '  now ,  in ordah tub f in '  dout [ find out ] from any man de t ruth ab out dese 
�s . I t ' s  nuthin but such a s imp l e  thing as sulphuh an ' sal t , dat chew ' ll put 
iD yuh p ocket . An ' if he [ boss ] wants yuh aroun ' , he wi ll tell yuh ; an ' if not , 
� he ' ll run yuh out ' a  dere . 

(That ' s  i f  you are hunt ing a j ob ? )  
Yes .  No sub ! Dat in case dat chew hunt in ' one : j es '  de same uh [ as ]  many 

.aDS [men ] , yo ' know , goin ' aftah a j ob an ' dey [ boss ] always put t in ' yo ' off 
... put t in '  yo ' off . Well , if  yo ' directly wanted tub f ind out i f  he gona give 
�· dis j ob or not , den yo ' goes tub work an ' yo ' put a li ' l ' sulphuh an ' a 
li• 1 •  salt in dis papah,  an ' yo ' wrap i t  up verah carefully an ' keep i t  in yuh 
JDCke� . An '  when yo ' go tub ' im,  why he ' ll have tub tell yo ' what he ' s  goin ' tub 
.. ; vhethah he goin ' tub give somep in . 

(I see . He has to tell you whether he is going t o  g ive you a j ob or not . )  
(Cbarleston , S .  Car . , (499) , 54 2 : 7 . ]  

9698 . (Do what ? )  
Sulphur . 
(You get some sulphur . )  
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And sprinkle i t  
son t o  get a fresh 

on your front and back steps , and get some disintePested peP
box of table salt , you know that never been used out of i t , 

SULPHUR SPRINKLED AT VICTIM' S FRONT AND BACK STEPS 
DISINTERESTED PERSON BUYS NEW SALT - PUTS IN HOUSE 
SAME PERSON OR SOMEONE WILL SWEEP SALT OUT SAYING : 
WELLJ THAT SETTLES IT; YOU WON ' T COME BACK AGAIN 

and back steps , 
Table sal t . 

and then you have to have this sal t . )  

and j ust sprinkle i t  and 
someone clean hous e wi th i t  
and sweep i t  out , you bound 
to move . 
(I  see . You bury the sul
phur under the front s tep s 

(That hasn ' t been used . What do you do with that salt now? )  
Sprinkle it in the house and j ust like if I ,  you know , come in or walk out , 

well then as soon as I walk out , then you sweep my tracks , sole and all out to
gether , and say , "Well , that set tles i t . You won ' t come back , again . "  [Vicks

SULPHUR - SALT - BEHIND UNWANTED VISITOR - SWEEP 
burg , Mi ss . ,  ( 7 20) , 9 8 9 : 2 . ] 
9 6 9 9 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dat de 
ole folks used tub say if a 

par ty come tub mah house or sompin an ' [ I ]  gits ti ' ed [ tired ] of ' em , says take 
some sulphur an ' sal t an ' sprinkle it on de flo ' when she leave an ' sweep it out . 
An ' dey say she ' ll s tay away . [ Wil son , N .  Car . , (150 7 ) , 2 6 75 : 5 . ] 

9 7 00 .  If dey wanta b e  pro tected aroun ' de home somet ime , i t ' s  a very simple 
thing dat dey kin do tub bring protection . Dey do dat befo ' de sunrise . Dat i s  

tub take some table salt 
SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - THROW UP INTO AIR 7 MORNINGS 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - BACK TO SUN - PROTECTS THE HOME 
an ' sulphuh an ' fo ' seven 
mawnin ' s befo ' de sun 
rise , yo ' git up an ' turn 

yore back tuhwards de sunrise . An ' j es '  take dat salt an ' sulphuh all composed 
tuhgethah an ' j es '  throw it up in de air . An ' dat supposed tub pro tec t de home . 

SULPHUR AND SALT SPRINKLED BY MAN LEAVING HOME 
KEEP S MEN AWAY DURING HIS ABSENCE 

[ Florence , s .  Car . , (1295) , 
219 7 : 2 . ] 
9 701 . Heah de thing dat he do 
if he believe in dis [ tPicking ] . 
He j e s '  go tub work an ' j es '  as 

he walk out de house , he begin tub 
(What will that do then? ) 

sprinkle sulphuh an ' salt . 

Well , dat ' ll keep de othah mens back . 
(While he is gone? )  
Dat ' s  right . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (586 ) , 7 5 2 : 4 . ] 
9 7 0 2 . The way now to do to gi t rid of folks - there ' s  folks in your home an ' 

you wan ' a gi t rid of ' em .  Yo ' take sulphur an ' salt - cooking salt yo ' know 

SULPHUR - SALT - MIX - START IN BEDROOM - SPRINKLE 
EVERYWHERE - STEPS - OUT WALK - THROW REST NORTH 
THIS DRIVES PERSON OUT - OR PREVENTS COMING IN 

yo ' mix it together an ' j i s '  
star t  r i ght from your bed
room an ' sprinkle it all 
aroun ' in there , an ' right 
on out the hall , right on 

out the steps , right on the steps , right on out de walk , an ' j is '  throw it north.  
An ' that ' s  supposin ' to go  out [make a person leave ] if there ' s  anybody they 
wan ' a  go out , they go out . An ' if there ' s  anybody you don ' t prefer comin ' in 
there , they won ' t come in . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (300) , 2 2 7 : 3+85 . ] 

9703 . Ab out dat keep in '  de person from huPtin '  yuh , well dey say yo ' take 
dis salt an ' sprinkle it roun ' in de fo ' cornahs o f  yuh house . Do dat fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  - dat sulphuh an ' salt . 

(Is the salt separately or the salt and sulphur - separate or together? )  
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Each sep ' rately , each o f  ' em .  
SULPHUR AND SALT THROWN SUCCESS IVELY 

IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 9 MORNINGS 
PREVENTS ANYONE HURTING YOU 

( Each one o f  t hem i s  a different method 
of keeping a person away . ) 
Yes sir , each one separately . An ' yo ' 
do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  [Desp ite my 

las� comment and informant ' s  agreement , I now think sulphur and salt are thrown 
successively , one after the o ther , into each of four corners . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1115) , 1 7 88 : 5 . ] 

9 7 0 4 . Well , yo ' take , 
sulphuh an ' git chew some 

get one - yo ' callin ' all de t ime - yo ' git chew some 
table salt , an ' mix dat tuhgethah an ' make yo ' a dus t . 

SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - SCATTER AT DOOR AND IN HOUSE 
CALLING ALL DE TIME - BENT OVER - STOPS QUARRELS 

Be  callin ' all de t ime . 
[ Call anything you want 
to : Quarre ls in this 
house must stop . ] Jes ' 

� it an ' scattah it right in front dat do ' . Always scattah i t  all ovah de 
bouse an ' j es '  bend as  yo ' walk all ovah . [Why p erformer b ends over I do not 
kDDv. Like a wounded bird is  operator deceiving the spirit working the spell ? ] 

(What will that do? )  
Dat ' ll stop de fus s .  
(Stop the fus s in the house . )  [Kills whatever conj ure star ted and continues 

the quarrels . ]  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1224) , 208 2 : 8 . ] 
9705 . Well , dey say yo ' kin take sulphuh an ' salt , an ' yo ' kin j es '  go dere 

1ak yo ' visitin ' . An ' yo ' kin go dere an ' s trew it roun '  dere in dat house as 

SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - SPRINKLE THROUGH HOLE 
Ill POCKET - AT HOME OF P ERSON YOU WANT MOVED 
CURSIN ' DEM IN YORE MIND : "SON-OP-A-BITCH1 GIT 
OB 9TH MORNING VICT IM WILL MOVE FROM HOUSE 

OUT! " 

yo ' walkin ' roun ' dere . 
If  yo ' got a coat dat ' s  
got a hole in de pocket , 
yo ' kin run yore han ' 
down in dat p ocket an ' 
yo ' have dis in a papah 

or somep in , dat yo ' kin j es '  lose a li ' l '  bit  at de time out ' a  it . Yo ' have 
,ore ban ' [ in your pocket ] .  [This hole-in-the pocket i s  fairly common and known 
everywhere . ]  Or yo ' kin walk b ehin ' ' em ,  lak it somebody yo ' talk wit a whole 
lo� , an ' yo ' kin j es '  sprinkle dat salt an ' sulphuh . An ' in talkin ' tuh dem yo ' 
kin be cur s in' dem in yore mind . "Son-o f-a-b itch , git out ! "  Sompin lak dat . 
An' i t ' s  true dat dey will move . In de ninth mawnin ' de ' will move .  [ Savannah , 
Ga. , (1256) , 2129 : 4 . ] 

9706 . If  yo ' stayin ' in a house 
oa� an '  yo ' don ' wanta git out , why 

an ' de rent man wanta come dere tuh put chew 
yo ' ain ' t gotta git out . Yo ' kin fix a way 

SULPIIUR AND SALT INTO FIRE WHEN YOU SEE RENTMAN 
COMING - CUSS - HE WILL RIDE ON BY HOUSE 

tuh stay dere . Yo ' kin go evah 
mawnin ' j es '  ' bout t ime fo ' him 
tuh come - j es '  lak if h e  down 
dere an ' yo ' see him comin ' , 

,o '  j es '  go tuh work an ' take some sulphuh an ' salt an ' throw it in de fiah . 
Don' � let no one see yo ' an ' make a path . He ' ll ride right on by yuh house . 
• eaz  why ah know dat ? ' Cuz de girl ah stayed wit she done dat , an ' we didn ' t  
pay rent fo ' God knows how long . An ' ah axed ' er why she do dat , an '  she say 
da� ' s  luck . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (995) , 1609 : 4 . ] 

SDLPBUR - SALT - MIXED - SPRINKLE BEHIND VISITOR 
SWEEP AFTER HIM - BILL COLLECTOR - CURSE 

9 7 07 . An ' den , yo ' kin take 
dey say if  yo ' take table salt 
an ' yo ' mix it wit sulphuh an' 
anybody - j es '  lak anybody 

ca.e �uh yore house an ' yo ' don ' want ' em dere any mo ' ,  j es '  sprinkle it down 
� ·  ' em an ' sweep yo ' flo ' an ' curse ' em ,  dey says dey won ' come any mo ' . 



3828 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyat t Foundation -

(How do you seep your floor - j ust  anyway? )  
Well yo ' j es '  sweep i t  right on out tuh de do ' behin ' ' em - i f  yo ' havin ' 

trouble wit chure [bill ] collec tah or sompin lak dat . If  yo ' do him lak dat , 
[ he ' ll s tay away ] .  

9 7 08 . Take some 
[ Savannah , Ga . , (1256) , 21 28 : 7 . ] 

very good , an ' burn 
table salt an ' some sulphur an ' put togethah an ' mix it up 
that table salt an ' sulphur , say , Ah burn this in the Name 

SULPHUR - SALT - BURN IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
TO STOP PLANTING OR CUNJURE 

SULPHUR - SALT - BURN IN HOUSE FRIDAY 
THI S CALLED "SACRIFICIN " '  - TO RENT HOUSE 

SULPHUR AND SALT INTO HOLES BORED INTO 
HI S TREES  - KILL S TIMBER ON OWNER ' S  LAND 

3 INGREDIENTS : PERFUME - SUGAR - SALT 
INCENSE MAY BE SUBSTITUTED HERE 

of the Father, the Son an ' the Ho ly 
Ghost . An ' it wil l  pass away . 
(What wil l  pass away ? )  
All inter ferences in mah busines s .  
( I f  anybody i s  trying to interfere 
with your business , that ' ll ki l l  
that out . )  
Dat ' ll ki l l  that out . [ Fayet teville, 
N .  Car . , (141 5) , 2546 : 1 0 . ] 
9 7 0 9 . Yo ' take an ' burn salt an ' 
sulphur in de house on a Friday -
yo ' sacrificin ' - an ' someone will 
soon come . 
(To rent the house . )  
Yes sir . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1 206 ) , 
2038 : 1 0 . ] 
9710 . I f  yo ' mad wit a man an ' wan ' a 
kill ' i s timbah or ruin ' is timbah on 
' is p lac e [ farm] , yo ' go dere an ' bo ' 
li ' l '  holes in it an ' put sulphuh an ' 
salt in dem holes . Dat ' ll kill ' is 
timbah . [Waycross , Ga . , (11 2 9 ) , 
1834 : 6 . ] 
9 7 1 1 . Salt an '  sugah an ' perfume ; 
de thre e combine an ' dey say dat 
brings de crowd in . Or eithah de 
kind of incense yo ' burn wil l  bring 

' em in . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 219 4 : 8 . ] 
9 7 1 2 . Lak if  yo ' wan ' a  j ob ,  dey tell me sompin but ah have nevah t ried it . 

Lak if yo ' wanted a j ob ,  ah heah de boys say , go tuh d e  bossman ' s house . An ' 

TURPENTINE - OLIVE OIL - SALT : 3 INGREDIENTS 
ON SOMETHING BELONGING TO BOSS - PUT WHERE 
HE MUST WALK OVER IT - YOU WILL GET THE JOB 

aftah yo ' go tuh ' is house - lak 
if yo ' go dere an ' try tuh git a 
li ' l '  work tuh do roun ' dere . 
Prob ' ly yo ' fine some things rourr 
dere dat he ' s  got or somepin he 

weahs or somep in lak dat . Yo ' take dis . An ' yo ' come back an ' take it tuh yore 
home . An ' yo ' come back an ' yo ' take dis turpentine an ' olive oil an ' salt . 
An ' yo ' take dis stuff  an ' yo ' fix it up . Wel l , aftah yo ' take dis stuf f an ' f ix 
it up , yo ' take an ' care [ carry ] it back tuh dis bos sman ' s  hous e .  An '  yo ' take 
an ' hide it up undah , anywhere undah where he walks aroun ' in ' is room . Yo ' take 
dat stuff an ' yo ' care it right dere , an ' put it somewheah in ' is room , wheah he 
kin walk ovah it . Wel l , yo ' take it den . Yo ' take an ' go back an ' git it if yo ' 
kin git back an ' git it . Git back an ' git it . Meanwhile he wuz workin ' aroun ' . 
An ' yo ' take an ' bury it . Lak he ' s  got a desk wheah he do ' s  ' is writin ' , keep in' 
time , or sompin lak dat . Yo ' take an ' put it up undahneat ' de desk or sompin 
othah lak dat . An ' dey say dat stuf f , whut chew put in dat stuf f , wil l  take 
effec t  on ' im .  An ' den yo ' ll come tuh ' im  an ' he says , "Well" - when yo ' as t ' im 
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fo ' a j ob - " come to work . " He ' 11 give yo ' j ob .  Dat stuff will take effect on 
· � , work on ' im in a way , an ' he ' ll have tub give yo ' a j ob .  [ Fayetteville , 

X .  Car . , (1413) , 2 5 9 2 : 2 . ]  
9713 . Git chew some salt . Spr inkle it down an ' as dey go out de do ' sweep 

it out behin ' ' em . Take it [ salt ] tub de back do ' , spr inkle it down . Dey call 

UIIBE 2 OR 3 DAYS OLD - UNDER STEPS 
PUT SALT AT DOOR AND SWEEP OUT BEHIND 
PERSON WALKING OVER THESE CANNOT STAY 

i t  de free-runnin ' sal t .  Yo ' heah ' em  
talk ' bout dat , de free-runnin ' sal t .  
Take dat an ' spr inkle i t  out [ o f  the 
container ] chew know an ' as dey go , swe ep 
it behin ' ' em .  An '  ke ep it [more s alt ] 

aadah de do ' steps unb eknownst tub ' em.  [Free-running salt  was an advertising 
device of a salt company at this per iod of t ime ; it was not a hoodoo expr ess ion . ]  

Well ,  yo ' take yore  watah dat chew make dur ing de night , let it s et two or 
three days , an ' chunk it undah de steps . An' it won ' b e  long ' fore dey runnin ' 
' vay from dere . Dey can ' t stay der e .  Ah know dat ' s true . 

(If you ar e trying to get r id o f  somebody in your house . )  
Yes , an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em  der e ,  yo ' see . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 61) , 2141 : 1 . ]  
9714 . (What did you tell me about the forks of  the ro ad? ) 
Yo ' go out - yo ' take ahambah lye . Yo ' know, j ust like if yo ' wan ' a man , yo ' 

kDov - yo ' wan ' a make de man , yo ' know, go an ' leave yuh alone ; or make ' im come , 

UIIBE - MAN ' S AND WOMAN ' S  MIXED - OR SALT ALONE 
c;u TO Y-FORK OF ROADS - THROW URINE DOWN RIGHT FORK 
'10 BRING DEPARTED P ERSON BAC K - THROW SALT DOWN 
LEFI FORK WITH CURSE TO SEND AWAY OR KEEP AWAY 

eithah one . Yo ' take both 
yuhs [ yours ] ahambah lye . 
(His ahamber lye and the 
woman ' s  ahamber lye . ) 
Yes sir . Mix dat tuhgetha� 
Take dat tub de three fo 'ks 

of de road [a  "Y" fork , road separating to right and left ] . Yo ' take a brand-new 
� of salt , which yo ' ain ' t nevah us ed out o f , an ' go tub three fo 'ks of de road. 
uell , de right - de one dat ' s tub de right , yo ' take dat ahambah lye an ' , if yo ' 
aan '  ' im  tub go an ' stay an ' don ' nevah come back - don ' wanta b e  bothahed - yo ' 
[use] cur s e  wo rds . Yo ' make a cur s e  word an ' throw it [ salt ] down at de point 
(vhere one road separates into two ] . 

(The r ight ro ad? ) 
Yes , sir . Yo ' thrown it down dat right road [ the r ight fork of the "Y" ] . An '  

if yo ' wan ' ' im  tub come back an '  stay , yo ' throw it down d i s  left one [ left fork 
of the "Y" ] . 

(I see . ) 
An' make all cur s e  wo rds , if  yo ' wanta ' im tub stay , come back yo ' know , go . 
(I see . You throw it down the r ight [ fork] to make him go away , and the left 

to .ake him come back? ) 
Yes , s ir . You see , yo ' throw it back this way [ demonstrates ] .  
(You throw it back towards you? ) 
Yes . 
(And when you make him go away , which way do you throw it? ) 
Yuh d e  right . 
(Do you throw it towards you or away from you? ) 

Yo ' see , yo ' throw it j es '  lak dis , yo ' see [ demonstrat es ] . Throw it j es '  lak 
� .  yo ' know, j es '  lak dat . Lak yo ' go , go tub de r ight . When yo ' wan ' ' im  tub 
ca.e back an '  stay , well yo ' throw it j es '  lak dat , an ' make yuh cur s e  words , 
JID1 know, what yo ' wan ' ' im tub do : Come baak an ' do [ better ]  • Bring yo ' money . 
Jake yo ' an ' do lak dat , yo ' know - j es '  throw it lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  

(rbat brings him back. ) 
lD de left one [ fork] dat salt what yo ' nevah used out o f , yo ' throw dat salt 
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dat way [ to the lef t ] . An ' dat way [ demons trates ] .  
(I  see . What will that do ? ) 
Dat makes ' im go tuh s tay ,  tuh de 1ef ' . 
[ Informant f inally has the proper forks : left to send away , r ight to bring 

back . ] 
(To the lef t makes him go away - saatters him away? ) 
Yes , s ir .  This s alt yo '  have , had us ed out of  [ the package ] .  
(I  see .  You don ' t throw that ahamber lye down that left road , do you? ) 
No , s ir .  Yo ' throw de ahambah lye dis way , yo '  see [ demonstrates ] .  
(But you throw that [ urine ] to the r ight? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(And the salt to the le ft? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [ There are a number of  rites concerning the "Y" fork of roads . 

Here the urine thrown to the r ight brings the man back , salt to the left sends 
or keep s him away . ]  [Mobile , Ala . , (679) , 97 2 : 4 . ] 

9 715 . Salt an ' a lit tle ahambah 
URINE - VINEGAR - SALT - AT DOOR - FOR LAW lye an ' a little vinegah , an ' sprin

kle roun ' yore do ' will keep de law 
back . Dat ' s  whut ah ' ve heard . [Waycross , Ga . , (1092) , 1 7 5 9 : 1 . ] 

5 .  NAILS - NEEDLES AND P INS - TACKS 

[ These four st icking o r  sharp-po inted instruments are of great importance in 
HOODOO , but usually they appear no t alone or together but as parts of  rites having 
more complex elements . For example we have : 4 new needles crossed in a handker
chief and folded 4 t imes to you , creating 16 squares , a rare example of " geometric 
progres s ion" ( for fold ing r ites see 3 1 82- 3 1 9 0 , v . 3 )  where the principal conc ern is 
neither needle nor folding but CAUSES OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE (No . 3162 , p . 2 352 , v . 3 ) . 
Ano ther us e of  4 needles does no t appear in our present sec t ion becaus e it  is more 
useful elsewhere bringing back a murderer (MURDER , No . 7316 , p . 3251 , v . 4 ) . Yet 
nails , needles and p ins , and tacks - isolated by thems elves or in comb inat ions -
remain numerous , important and interest ing , as we shall f ind in our f ir s t  belief . ]  

(1) . NAILS 

(a) . ONE NAIL 

9716 . Yo ' kin take a nail - a sp ike . Take dat an ' kill a puhson . Ah tell 
yuh whut . Nail dat about de height of de puhson . Yo ' care dat tuh a tree an ' 

SPIKE - CARRY TO WORKIN ' PINE - DAT 'S DE LADY PINE 
DRIVE INTO TREE VICTIM ' S HEIGHT - EARLY MORNING 
OR USE A PEAR TREE - CALL ' EM, HIT IT , DRIVE • • •  HARD 
11AH DRIVE DIS SPIKE INTO YORE HEART 
DAT NO LONGAH SHALL YO ' LIVE OR REMAIN ON EARTH 
DIE ! DIE ! DIE ! DIE ! DIE ! • • •  TURN 1 ROUN 1 • • •  CALL DEM11 --- - - - -

yo '  kin care it in dis 
country [ South Carol ina ] -
yo '  care it  tuh whut ' s  
known as a workin ' pine . 
Dat ' s  de lady pine . Dere ' s  
a he an ' a she , yo '  know , 
suh ,  in de pine trees . An' 
yo '  care it  tuh dat . Go 

dere early in de mawnin ' .  An ' dere ' s  ano thah one . Yo ' kin care it  tuh a peah 
[ pear ] tree an ' dr ive it in dere about de height of ' em  [ the vic t im] . Drive dat 
in dere . Call ' em,  hit it , drive it in dere hard , Ah drive dis spike intuh yore 
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r�, dat no longah shal l  yo ' live 'r [ live or ] remain on earth. Die ! Die!  
Die !  Die ! Die ! D en turn roun ' an ' call dem .  C a l l  dem , b u t  don ' t  put yore 
�h o r  hatchet down . Hold i t  in a dr ivin ' position . Drive it ! An ' evah 
�� yo ' drive yo ' say , Die ! Die ! Dat ' ll b r ing on quiak-enough death . Drive 
i� ! Tell ' em  yo ' dr ivin ' it through dey heart , dey witals an ' weins . Yo ' sha l l  
die !  Die ! Yo ' must die ! Yo ' shal l  die ! [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( informant j us t  
before No . l331) , 2 2 7 6 : 2 . ]  

9 7 1 7 . Go to  the fork o f  a road , l ike that [ demons trat es ] and take a b rand-new 
�eo-penny nail . And they pin [ dr ive ] that nail down . Just like you want a girl 

nrro FORK OF ROAD - DRIVE NEW 10-PENNY NAIL 
SAYING PRAYER 9 TIMES  - COVER WITH HANDKERCHIEF 

RETRIEVE LATTER BEFORE SUNRISE NEXT MORNING 
&EAR IT - FLUTTER IT IN GIRL ' S  FACE TO GET HER 

or somepin , they pin that nail 
down and say a prayer about 
nine times . And they put that 
[nail ] down in and put a hand

kerchief down over it . After 
they put the handkerchief down , 

and let it stay over there [ the dr iven nail ] and get the handkerchief b efore the 
� morning before the sun rise . And they say that ' ll get that girl . You take 
�he handkerchief and wear it . And after that you go to the girl and take it out 
of your pocket , l ike that , l ike you is playing with it , and get [ flutter ]  it 
around her face . [The sp irit of the conquered nail , fort i fied by the power o f  
�be spirit o f  the f ork o f  t h e  road , i s  carr ied t o  confron t t h e  girl ! ]  [New 
Orl eans , La . , (8 5 9 ) , 1366 : 1 . ] 

9718 . Take a na il , a t en-penny nail , 
s�ra�es ] an ' cut it o f f .  Cut off  de top 

j es ' about de height of dis [ demon
[ head ] of it an ' wrap it [ headless nail ] 

aJT OFF HEAD OF TEN-PENNY NAIL - WRAP BLACK THREAD 
ABOUT IT 9 TIMES - STICK IN CORNER OF HER HOUSE 
CALLING HER NAME - SHE WILL RETURN IN 9 DAYS 

aroun ' wi t a piece of b lack 
thread nine times . An ' 
st ick in de cornah o f  ' er 
house an ' call ' er name , an ' 
in nine days she ' ll r eturn . 

&egardless tuh where she i s , she ' ll come back. Her min ' j es '  git worried up an ' 
fre�tin '  so she cain ' t s tay [ away ] an ' she have tuh come . 

(Cut o f f  the top , the head o f  that na il ? ) 
Cu� i t  o f f .  [ This r i t e  could have b een placed under NAME , pp . 3497-35 8 9 ,  v . 4 . ] 

(�son , N .  Car . , (14 7 8) ,  2 6 58 : 1 . ] 
9719 . And dey wanted tuh , dey could 

tree on de [ property ] l ine of dis man ' s 
take a b i g  nail an ' carry it tuh a oak 
land , yuh undahstan ' ,  an ' dr ive dis na il 

PIOPERTY LINE - DRIVE NAIL INTO OAK TREE NEAR 
Y1SB TO REMAIN ON LAND - BLOW BREATH 3 TIMES 

in dere an ' make a wish when he ' d 
drive i t  in der e . An ' he .could 
stay doltll der e  · an '  do :aa �;�boa�' 
as long as he want s .  De man ' · . . . . ; 

waald never put ' im away - put him o f f  [ the land ] . 
(Off, I see . I f  some man is on a p i ece o f  ground - land out here - and he 

..a�s �o stay and he doesn ' t want to b e  put off , he will go t o  this oak t ree . 
ADd where would this oak tree be? ) 

Beah de line , de [ boundary]  l ine o f  de land . 
(Oh , it must  b e  near the l ine? ) 
Dis land an ' somebody els e ' s , yo ' know . Yo ' see , gen ' ly [ generally ] dere ' s  a 

line of trees out on dere [ property l ine o f  farm] . Yo ' know , there is de line o f  
crees somewhere neah it . An ' dr ive it i n  a oak tree , yo ' see . Blow ' is breath 
aa i� �hr ee times an ' make a wish [ al so 3 magic act ions : drive , wish , b reathe ] . 

�t will that do for him then? ) 
ve11 , he kin stay dere long a s  he choose . 
(Be j ust  stays there as long as he wants  t o ? )  



38 3 2  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

Yeah , an ' he don ' t pay no rent . [ Pet ersburg , Va . , (445 ) , 4 1 9 : 7 . ] 
9 7 2 0 .  Take a bar o f  Oc tagon Soap [ t rade name ] if someone want chew t o  move 

out dis house .  An ' j est take yo ' a nail , a tenpenny nail , i f  yo ' want to stay 

NEW SOAP - DRIVE NAIL INTO - BURY ON NORTH SIDE 
OF HOUSE AT A CORNER - NO ONE CAN MOVE YOU OUT 

hous e ,  an ' dere can ' t nobody git chew outa dat 
der e .  [ Wayc ross , Ga . , (109 3 ) , 1 7 63 : 7 . ] 

dere right along , an ' dr ive 
in dat nail [ soap ] . An ' put 
dat in de no ' th corner [ a cor
ner on the north sid e ]  of  de 

hous e long as yo ' wanta stay 

9 7 2 1 .  They say you can take a new tenpenny nail and if you want the man , why 
you can drive that down , beside your b ed ,  in the f loor . And i f  that makes you 

WOMAN MAY DRIVE NEW NAIL INTO FLOOR AT HER BED 
WHERE SHE LAST STEP S AT NIGHT AND FIRST IN MORNING 
TO MAKE MAN COME TO HER AND BE UNDER HER CONTROL 

b e  the first plac e that you 
walk over in the morning 
and the last plac e in the 
night , and that ' ll make him 
come to you and come und er 

your cont rol . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438 ) , 4 04 : 3+8 5 . ]  

(b ) • TWO NAILS 

9 7 2 2 . Yo ' kin take a twentypenny nail an ' dress it wit High Jo hn de Conkah 
stuf f an ' dope it evah mawnin ' an ' evah night . An ' take an ' dr ive it neah yore 
hous e ,  drive ' em [ informant changes to two nails ] in yore do ' side both ways . 

2 TWENTYPENNY NAILS DRESSED NIGHT AND MORNING 
WITH A HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH PREPARATION - DRIVE 

ONE IN EACH SIDE OF DOOR TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

Say it  will keep de law away . 
(What do you mean , drive them 

both ways ? )  
Dr ive one dat-a-way an ' dr ive 
one dis-a-way . Dr ive one on 

dat side dat-a-way an ' dr ive one ovah 
(Right in the door frame? ) 

heah dis-a-way . 

Yes , an ' j es '  dope [dress or feed] dat [ dr iven in ] haid evah mawnin ' an ' evah 
night . Say dey [ law] won '  come anywhere neah yo ' .  [ Nails ar e more likely dr iven 
into doorsill . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455 ) , 2 646 : 6 . ] 

9 7 2 3 . I f  a landlord want ed tuh make yuh move out a hous e ,  yo ' kin git chew 
two nails , bran ' -new nails yuh see ,  an ' yuh cross ' em r ight ovah de sill o f  de 

do ' an ' he cain ' t git chew 
2 NEW NAILS - CROS S THEM OVER DOORSILL 

KEEPS YOU IN HOUSE OR DRIVES ANOTHER PERSON OUT 
outa dat house . 
Well , whensomevah yo ' want s 
tuh aross yore house tuh keep 

anybody f rom stayin ' in der e ,  why j es '  as yo ' 
yo ' kin use dose nails fo ' dose people so dat 
tuh cross de same nails . 

use de nails fo ' yuh tuh stay der e ,  
dey cain ' t stay der e .  Dey have 

(That will also keep the people from moving into the hous e? ) 
Yessuh , ' long as it crossed . [ Algiers , La . , (15 75 ) , 2 9 00 : 11 . ] 
9 7 24 . Take two t enpenny nails an ' nail ' em down an ' cross ' em lak dat [ dem

ons trates : nails crossed like an "X" ] . Nobody will stay in der e .  

2 NAILS CROS SING AT DOOR CROSS UP HOUSE 

(Wher e do you nail them? ) 
Right ovah de do ' [ door sill ] .  Cros ses 
up de house . 
(No one can rent it or stay in there . )  
[Algiers , La . , (1593) , 299 4 : 10 . ] 
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(c) . THREE NAILS 

9 7 2 5 . Dey use nails  fo ' sep ' ratin ' a man an ' 
an' wif e , whatevah yo ' wan ' tuh do .  Yo ' take de 

LAY 3 [ or 4 ]  NAILS ACRO SS EACH OTHER SO THAT EACH 
HALF FORMS SPOKE OF WHEEL - WRAP TOGETHER WHERE 
BAILS BI SECT - AT VICTIM' S HOME THROW EAST OUT 
BACK DOOR - RIMLES S WHEEL SEPARATES MAN AND WOMAN 

a woman , or ei thah de husb an ' 
three nails  an ' cros s ' em d i s  

way . See , cro s s  ' em d a t  way , 
yo ' see , an ' den yo ' have 
anothah one comin ' cross d i s  

twine string an ' yo ' wrap i t  t ill - have d e  twine 
ures ] . 

(Four or five feet long . ) 

way . 
(They are cross ed 
of the other like 
fenc e . ) 
Yes . An ' den gi t 

s tring ab out a-like 

one on top 
a rail 

chew a 
dat [meas-

Yes . An ' wrap it t i ll dat string is out ; all de way in all dos e things [ dem-
onstrate s ] . 

(In all those corners ? )  
[ In the V ' s  b etween the spokes o f  the wheel . ]  
Yes . An '  den when yo ' gi t i t  wrapped , den yo ' take i t  an ' whosomevah house 

it  i s , yo ' go tuh dere house . An ' yo ' go in , yo ' know , an ' sit down an ' talk or 
sompin lak dat . An ' den go tuh de backdo ' an ' throw i t  eas t , j es '  a s  fur as yo ' 
kin in de grass . Den yo ' come on back . Dat ' s  de way tuh separate a man an ' 
wife .  

(You j us t  throw the whole thing alt ogether , j us t  throw the whole thing away? )  
Yes , d e  whole thing away . Dat ' s  tuh separate a man an ' wi fe . [ rhere are 

several of  these rimless wheel � rites in HOODOO . ]  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1541) , 
2786 : 6 . 1 

9 7 2 6 . Bury 3 nails  cross ed together to b r ing p erson back . [ Here , as in the 
preceding rite  and elsewhere in HOODOO ,  we have the well-known r imless wheel 

3 HAILS CROS SED - RIMLESS WHEEL RITE 
rite . ] [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 66 ,  comp lete 
rite not copied b ecause I was making brief 
transc riptions o f  some cylinders mi s sed by 

.y transcrib er , informant good ) , 1561 : 9 . ] 
9 7 2 7 . Whenevah yo ' be rid [ wr i t ? ] out , dey done b e  rid yo ' out - yo ' know , 

�do ' s an ' yo ' got t a  move . Dey done rid yo ' out , yo ' know - de officah rids 

3 HAILS IN CENTER OF DOORSILL - IN J HIGHEST NAMES 
TO KEEP LANDLORD FROM MOV ING YOU OUT OF HOUSE 

take three nails  an ' yo ' go tuh de do ' lak dat an ' 
right in de middle of  d e  do ' . 

yo ' out an ' yo ' got t a  move . 
[ Evidently your few posses
sions are on the sidewalk 
out in the street . ]  Yo ' 

nai l  ' em  down [ demonstrates ] 

(Right underneath the saddle that goes across the door . )  
Yes , an ' nail ' em  down in dere an ' call De Name of de Fathah an ' de Son , an ' 

yo• kin s tay dere . Dey ' ll c ome an ' lengthen yore days an ' let chew s tay on dere . 
Yo • won ' t  have tuh move . Ah know dat fo ' a fac ' ' cuz ah did dat mahsel f . 

(You put them right down [ I  demonstrate ] where that b oard goes over - over 
tbat saddle of the doo r . )  

Yes . [ In that f irst  line i s  there a p lay on the words �t and rid [ ge t  rid 
of you] b oth pronounced alike here . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 541) , 2 7 8 7 : 12 j 

9728 . Ah hear ' d  dat dey takes three sixtypenny nails . 
�t size is that ? )  
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Jes ' ' bout lak dat - j es '  about dat long , yo ' see [ demonstrates ] .  
(Oh , long as your hand . )  
About seven inches . 
(About s even [ ac tually six ]  inches long . Three sixtypenny nails . I never 

heard o f  a sixtypenny nail . ) 
Yeah , dere ' s  plenty o f  ' em .  An ' drive it down at de step s , yo ' undahstan ' , 

kinda in a fo ' kway [ forkway ] : one dis way , one dat way , an ' one dat way [demon-
strates ] . 

DRIVE 3 SIXTYPENNY NAILS INTO GROUND AT DOORSTEP 
MAKING A "V" = STEMLE S S  "Y" FORK OF ROAD - OPEN 
PART POINT ING EAST AWAY FROM HOUSE - WALK AWAY 
BACKWARDS - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - TWO INS IDE S EPARATE 

(Like a "V" : one here , one 
each end like a "V . " )  
Yeah . 
(Which way would that "V" 
point now at the steps ? )  
Eas t . 

two ends point away from the house or to the 
Way f rom de house .  

(What I mean , would these 
house? ) 

[ They point away from the house . ]  
(And do they point in any part icular direction? ) 
An ' de "V" points tuh de hous e .  
[ Informant means small end o f  "V" , but ac tually the stem o f  the "Y" point s to 

the hous e .  1 
(You mean the ends o f  the "V" ? )  
Kinda "X" yeah . [ Informant is ac tually talking about a "Y" , my "V" having 

caus ed the confus ion . ] Dere ' s  one , dere ' s  one , an ' here ' s  one ovah dere , s ee . 
Well [ that last one , the s t em  o f  the "Y" ] dat ' s  nex ' tuh de s t eps . Oat ' s  de way .  

(Then what happens ? )  
Den yo ' j es '  walks on , goes on ' way from dat backwards an ' nevah looks back 

at dem [ after onc e turning round ] . An ' dat ' s  all dat ah know Q f  tuh be done . 
Dat de way dey tell me . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well , dat make yo ' move or git 

two persons inside the hous e walk 
where they separate , one go ing to 
Ala . , ( 7 00) , 9 4 9 : 1 . ] 

chew sep ' rated o f  whatsomevah it  is fo ' .  [ The 
out on a s ingle road , soon come to the "Y" fo rk 
the right , the other to the left . [Mobile , 

97 29 .  I ' ll tell you thi s much .  Just like I 
a sweethe�t-man , and I wants my sweetheaPt-man 

PUT 3 NAILS IN COFFEEPOT - FIRST CUP FOR WIFE 
S ECOND FOR HUSBAND - THIRD FOR SWEETHEART-�N 
AFTER DRINKS REMOVE NAILS FROM POT - WITH THEM 
MAKE TRIANGLE IN WALL - US E WOMAN ' S NAIL F IRST 
HUSBAND ' S S ECOND - SWEETHEART ' S  THIRD - PEACE 

say I have a husband and I have 
and my husband to live like - you 

know what I mean - like friends . 
I ' ll heat some water to make 
cof fee and I ' ll put three nails 
in that aook-kettZe or po t , 
what ever I heat the water in . 
I ' ll make that coffee . I ' ll 
get the first cup of co f fee 

myself out of that . I ' ll g ive my husband the next cup and my sweethe�t-man the 
next cup . After we drink off  o f  that co ffee , now I ' ll take the three nails out 
of that aook kettle . All right , I ' m first . [D emonstrates . ]  I ' ll put one nail 
there [ for me ] , my husband here - here ' s  me right there - and my sweethear t [ man ]  
laying right here . 

(You put tho se nails in the shape o f  a triangle? ) 
Yes . Well , but I ' m  first  [ demonstrates ] ,  my husband [ I  interrup t before 

sweetheart ] . 
(Your husband is  to your right and the other man i s  to the left in that tri-
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angle . ) 
In that way we ' ll never fus s . He could come and ketch me in the b ed with the 

�jeetheaPt-man but he won ' t have nothing to say .  He can ' t  even fight with me . 
Him and that man will never fall out . They ' ll always b e  friends together . 

(Where do you put those nails ? )  
In the wall . But I ' m here - I ' m f irst , and my husband is next , and this man 

is here , see . See I ' m  the boss of all both of them. [New Or leans , La . , (855) , 

3 RUSTY NAILS - IN BOTTLE OF URINE - 9 MORNINGS 
TURNS SPELL BACK ON PERSON TRYING TO HURT YOU 
THEN EMPTY BOTTLE - THROW IT INTO RUNNING WATER 

135 1 : 8 . 1 
9 7 30 .  Lak somebody have did 
somep in tuh someone an ' dey 
want ed tuh change it onto dem 
turn it back ontuh dem.  Dey 

kin take three nails , rus ty nail , an ' put in dat bot tle a ahambah lye . An ' let 
it set dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' den take an ' throw it intuh runnin ' watah . 

(This will turn the spell back on the person that put i t  on them? ) 
Yes s ir . 
(Whose ahambeP lye do you use? ) 
Yo ' kin use yore ahambah lye . See , if yo ' wanted tuh take it o f f  yoreself , 

use yores . 
(That i s  if you tPiaked me , I would us e my own ahambeP lye ? )  
Yes sir . [ InformQnt would not throw his own s topped-up urine into running 

water , he throws emp t ied bottle . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1084) , 17 53 : 3 . ] 

3 NAILS - NAME - DRIVE INTO TREE - FITS AND DEATH 
97 31 .  Dey tell me if yo ' bo ' 
a hole in a tree an ' take , ah 
think three nails , an ' drive 

in dere an ' name ' em. An ' yo ' drive ' em in dere . 
per son tuh git fits  an ' die from ' em . 

Dey tell me dat will cuz a 

(How many nails do they put in that hole? ) 
Dey put three . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1499) , 2667 : 15 . ] 
9 7 3 2 .  I f  yo ' want tuh kill a woman or a woman wants  tuh kill yuh , she could 

take s ix rus ty nails an ' git a p iece of yor e undahclothe s , an ' [ or ]  ole stockin ' . 

A DOUBLE 3 RITE OR TRIPLE 3 RITE : 
6 RUSTY NAILS - UNDERCLOTHES OR OLD STOCKING 
SCREW UP IN QUART JAR - LEAVE 3 HOLES IN LID 
SO THAT A LITTLE SAND CAN DROP IN WHEN BURIED 
UNDER. DOORSTEP - AS YOU WALK IN AND OUT DOOR 
AJID SAND DROPS - YOU GET SICK - JES ' KILL YUH 

Takes it an ' drop it intuh a 
quart j ah an ' screw de top on 
it . An '  lef t about three ho les 
in i t , wher e j es '  a l i ' l '  sand 
kin drop in dere . An '  bury i t  
undah yore s t ep s , i f  yo ' aren ' t 
scared . An '  den yo ' walk in an ' 
out an ' back an ' fo ' wards [ over 

i t ] . Jes ' as de sand drop in dere , yo ' [ inside the quart j ar ]  gits s ick . Well , 
yo ' git tuh de p lay [ place]  yo ' won ' be no mo ' good tuh yuhself or nobody else .  
An '  de mo ' sand drop i n  dere de mo ' closah yo ' gits tuh yuh grave . Jes ' kill 
yuh, yo ' know . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1 36 7 ) ,  2419 : 6 . ] 

(d) • FOUR NAIL S 

9 7 3 3 . [ This is a doub le-four rite , actually eight nails . ]  
Take a penny nail an ' go tuh a tree an ' nail yo ' fo ' dis way [ demonstrates ] .  

Git chew fo ' nails , de ten-penny nails , an '  git on de sunr ise side an ' put chew 
fo ' of  ' em d i s  way [ demons trates ] .  

(In  a row that way . ) 



383 6 - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundat ion -

Yes , dat ' s  r ight . An ' fa ' d i s-a-way tuh de sundown . Come roun ' dis side 
an ' put de othah for dis way , an ' yo ' s  all right . Nobody c an ' t harm yuh . 

4 NAILS IN HORIZONTAL ROW ON SUNRI SE SIDE OF TREE 
4 SIMILARLY ON SUNDOWN SIDE - TO GIVE PROTECTION 

round to the sundown s ide and put four hori zontal 
for? ) 

(You go to the sunrise s ide 
of the tree and you put four 
nails like that horizontal , 
r ight in a row . Then you go 

in a row . What do you do that 

Yo ' do dat tuh keep anybody from worryin ' yuh . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , ( 1 3 31) , 
2 2 9 2 : 1 . ] 

9 7 3 4 . I f  yo ' want ' em t uh go , yo ' g i t  chew f a ' nails . [ Informant mus t  have 
demonstrated s i z e . ] 

(Long nails • ) 
Yeah . Put one dere an '  one heah an ' one heah . [Do thi s ]  in de yard . [ Fourth 

nail mus t  have been shown in demonst rat ion . ]  
(You put three in one line and one b ehind it , making a triangle . )  [ How my 4 

nails  make a t riangle I do not know ! ]  tt No , yo ' f ix i t  lak d i s . Cro s s  it [demonst rates ] :  one tuh de foot [ b e-
low] one tuh de haid [ above ] , an ' one on each s ide . 

4 SPIKES - 2 HORIZONTAL CROS SING 2 VERTICAL 
MAKING 4 CROSSES - IN YARD - YOU SOON LEAVE 

(A cro s s . [Ac tually 4 crosses ! ]  
You put those in the yard? ) 
Right in de yard . An ' dey sho ' 
can ' t s t ay dere . 
(And you use those large nail s , 
you say? ) 

Yes suh ,  dem spike nail s . 
9 7 35 . [ S imilar to the 
(The wire nail s ? ) 

[ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (137 0) , 2 4 29 : 3 . ] 
prec ed ing rite  we have the following one : ] 

Ah undahs t an ' ,  whut chew build wit . 
folks , an ' throw [ salt ] den ,  a f t ah yo ' s  

Yo ' take dose an ' yo ' cro s s  ' em aftah 
t i ' ed [ t ired ] of ' em.  Yo ' know , dey 

TO BE RID OF UNWANTED VI S ITOR - CROSS AFTER HIM 
AT DOOR 4 NAILS IN 2 PAI RS - [SEE RITE 9 7 34 ]  
SWEEP OUT OVER NAILS 9 MORNINGS - PRETEND ANGER 

comin ' in yore house .  Yo ' 
kin cro s s  ' em  at chure do ' 
fa ' nine mawnin ' s , an ' a f t ah 
dey done been in dere , yo ' kin 
sweep out fa ' nine mawnin ' s  in 

behin ' dem ,  if yo ' wanta keep ' em out . Sweep out fa ' nine mawnin ' s  ac ros s  dem 
nails down dere lak yo ' wuz mad at ' em [ the nails ] .  Af t ah yo ' done swept , den 
make a wi sh dat dey will stay away : "Ah don ' want chew in mah house . " An ' f in ' ly 
dey will quit comin ' dere . 

(You cro s s  four nails , you cro s s  them as two s , l ike you are making a picture 
frame . And you put them down before you sweep out ? ) 

[ P ICTURE FRAME HERE SHOWS THAT I GRASPED THI S RITE AT ONCE THOUGH THI S AND 
PRECEDING RITE , N0 . 9 7 34 ,  WERE SEPARATED BY TIME AND DI STANC E . ] 

No suh , a f t ah yo ' sweep out . 
(You sweep out for nine mornings . Then you put these nails down? ) 
Yo ' put dem nails down fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  
(You don ' t put the nails down for nine mornings , you only put t hem down for 

one morning , don ' t you? ) 
Dey said put ' em down nine mawnin ' s ,  dose nails , a f t ah yo ' done swept out . 

Yo ' put s ' em down nine mawnin ' s  aftah yo ' done swept . Yo ' sweep fa ' nine mawn
in ' s .  

(You sweep one morning , then what do you do the next morning? Do you sweep 
again? ) 
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Sweep ag ' in . 
(When do you put the nails down , each t ime you sweep ? )  
Each t ime lak yo ' sweep . 
(That means four nails each morning • 

.ornings ? That i s  36 nails al toge ther ? ) 
Yo ' put dem s ame nails back down . 
(You only use f our nail s al t o gether ? ) 

Yessuh ,  j es '  only do s e  fo ' . 
(You take them up a f t erward s ? ) 

That ' s  four nail s each o f  the nine 

Af tah do s e  nine mawnin ' s  yo ' take d em up . [To summarize this r it e : the first 
.orning you arrange 4 nails int o a picture frame design on the floor at the door . 
Over them you sweep unwant ed vi sitors foot tracks or print s . Take up the nails . 
Repeat thi s r i t e  9 succe s s ive mo rnings . [ Memphi s ,  T enn . , ( 15 2 3 ) , 2 7 1 7 : 6 . ] 

97 3 6 . Take new t enp enny nai ls an ' nail i t  up here [ demons trates b y  p o inting ] 
�n each c o rner o f  the hous e  [ inside the hous e ] , or either on the out side in each 

4 TENPENNY NAILS AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUS E - MOVES 
c o rner o f  the hous e .  An ' the 
next morning they ' ll be out that 
hous e .  [Her e  we have a s impli

f icat ion o f  the preceding picture- frame rites , signi fying the "4 corner s o f  the 
world" with a cro s s  in each c orner . ]  [ Wilmingt on , N. C ar . , ( 3 3 2 ) , 2 7 1 : 7+8 5 . ] 

9 7 3 7 . Yo ' kin take fo ' t en
4 TENPENNY NAILS - ONE IN EACH CORNER O F  HOUSE 

2 TO BACK AND 2 TO FRONT - KEEP S LAW AWAY 
penny nails an ' j es '  dr ive one 
at each cornah o f  de house , b ack 
an ' front , an ' dere won ' t no law 

ca.e dere . Dat ' s  exp erienc e . 
of preceding rites , 4 cro s s es 
(1543 ) , 2 7 9 4 : 11 . ] 

9 7 3 8 . They c an t ake f our 
�f yo ' got a f ield out there 

[ This d iagram D is a styl ized s impli fication 
in the corner s o f  a squar e .  [ Memphi s ,  T enn . , 

new nails , t enp enny nail s , and they can bring ' em 
or some thing or garden , they c an br ing ' em an ' cro s s  

f our o f  ' em in t h e  f our c o r 
4 HEW NAILS C ROSSED I N  EACH 4 CORNERS O F  PROPERTY 

TH I S  I S  A 16 NAILS RITE TO MOVE PEOPLE 
ner s of that place you go t ,  
and you got t o  move . Yo ' 
can ' t s t ay there , yo ' go t t o  

so, i f  they cro s s  four o f  tho s e  nails in each c orner . But yo ' go ing to make s ix
teen nails in them f our c orner s . Yo ' go t to move when them s ixt een nail s are 
cross ed . Yo ' c an ' t s t ay there , regardless of how it i s . 

(Wher e do they put them? ) 
Put ' em in each c orner in the four corner s of that place what ever yo ' got . 
(That proper ty? ) 

Yes , that prop ert y . [Her e  we have either the c omplete p icture frame in each 
of the 4 c o rner s o f  the proper t y , or el s e  in each c o rner 2 nail s c ro s s  each o ther 
.aking 2 s ep arate cro sses - a doub learvss ! ]  [New Orl eans , La . , ( 8 37 ) , 1 25 9 : 2 . ] 

(e) . SEVEN NAILS 

9 7 3 9 . On dat person ' s  premises , if d ey dr ive t enp enny nails intuh a tree 
on dat per s on ' s  premises - why yo ' ll change dere luck . Dey j es '  lak a f ellah 

7 TENPENNY NAILS INTO T REE ON PROPERTY 
GIVES RENT ER OR OWNER BACK LUCK 

dat won ' t have good luck . 
( Just one nail ? ) 
No , s even t enp enny nails . [ Sumt er , 
s .  C ar . , ( 1 3 7 4 ) , 24 3 6 : 13 . ] 
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(f ) . NINE NAIL S 

9 7 4 0 . (What ar e you going to do wi th those nails ? )  
Conkah any thing yo ' wanta conkah . I t ' s  nine nails . 

[ d emons trat e s ] . 
Yo ' put three heah 

(Three right over your navel . )  
Right ovah mah navel , an ' yo ' got thr e e  

ain ' t i t ?  P u t  on e heah , one d ere . Make a 

9 NAIL S : 3 IN NATION SACK OVER NAVEL 
3 ON BACK - 1 ON EACH HIP - 1 IN LEFT SHOE 

MAKE A WI SH IN THE NAME OF GOD 

in d e  b ack , ain ' t  chew? Dat ' s  s ix , 
sack , yo ' know , j es '  lak a na tion 

saak . But yo ' kin f ix i t  up round , 
yo ' know , good aroun ' yor e wai s t . 
One on each hip . But yo ' got thr e e  
ri ght chere an ' thr e e  right i n  d e  
sp ine o f  yor e back . Dat ' s  s ix , 

ain ' t  i t ?  D i s  is s even an ' dat ' s  eight . Now , put one in dat l e f t  shoe . [ For 
nation saak , see int ervi ew THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , pp . l4 4 9 - 14 5 9 , val . 2 ,  who 
d e scrib es thi s ar t icle . ]  

(What wi ll that do for you? ) 
Conkah whut ah tole yo ' .  Conkah de d evil or any way yo ' want i t . But yo ' 

gotta make a wi sh In de Name of God. Yo ' go t t a  d o  all d i s  In de Name of God 
an ' have faith in i t . [ Memphi s , T enn . , (15 5 8 ) , 283 2 : 7 . ] 

9 7 4 1 . Says yo ' take nine nails an ' carry ' em tuh a graveyard . An ' i f  a per
son real mad wi t chew , take nine nails an ' carry ' em tuh a g raveyard , an ' leave 

9 NAILS - TO GRAVE - LEAVE PENNY - TIE DIRT IN RAG 
PUT UNDER NAIL AT FIREPLACE OF PERSON �D WIT CHEW 

a penny down dere , an '  take 
some dat dirt . An ' t i e  it 
in a rag an ' carry it an ' 
put it undah dat nail a t  

' er fiahplac e .  An ' d a t  p er s on d a t  mad wit chew , 
down . D e  woman or man dey come dat same night . 

(You b ury those nine nails in the graveyard ? )  

dey come dere whah [ wher e ]  dat 

Yo ' b ury d em down dere an ' yo ' br ing d e  dirt . [ That nai l  at the fireplac e 
is a peg upon which she c an hang various ar t icles . Having paid a p enny f or the 
graveyard dirt I see no reason f or leaving the 9 nails there . Sur ely b o t h  grave
yard dirt and 9 nails wer e bur i ed at the f ireplace . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 04) , 
2 6 71 : 1 8 . ] 

9 7 4 2 . Yo ' take nine wir e  nails - dey call 
d em nails an ' yo ' put f ive a t  d e  front . Nai l  

9 NAIL S : 5 A T  FRONT DOOR - 4 A T  FIREPLACE 
INCANTATION : AH WANA STAY ETC. - CALMS RENTMAN 

' em t enpenny nails - an ' yo ' take 
f ive down right in d e  c entah of de 

front do ' .  An ' yo ' take de 
othah f a ' an ' yo ' nail ' em 
ri ght down in de fiahplac e -
ri ght down in de f iahplace . 

An ' yo ' say , " Well , ah wan ' a  s t ay heah an ' ah don ' wanta leave - long a s  ah 
wan ' a . "  An ' evaht ime d e  rentman c ome in he say , "Yo ' got anythin ' ? " 

"No , ah ain ' t got nuthin tuhday . "  
An ' he go on by . He nevah t ell yo ' tuh move out de house - no t argin ' [ argu

ing ] ' bout i t . Yo ' s tay dere t ill yo ' g i t  ready tuh go . S e e , dat ' s  nai Zin ' yo ' 
doum .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 8 ) , 2424 : 2 . ] 

9 7 4 3 . To keep all cr editors [ b ill collector s ] away and law [ po lic e ] , take 9 
nails and make letter "T" [ a  f orm o f  the cros s , the tau cross ]  in doorsill , then 
come back in sweeping salt - in the f irst one [ customer ] comes . [ But ] put a 
nail in sill [ e tc . ] unt il all 9 nails in door [ s ill ] . Also [ good f or ]  rent man . 
[ The head s o f  these nails ar e seen as they appear in the • • • • •  illus tra t i on . ] 
[ Memphi s ,  T enn . , ( 9 6 5 ) , 1 5 5 9 : 2 . ] : 
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9 7 4 4 . Use nine nails , nailing six the s traight way and three the cros sway 
[.aking the form of a cros s ]  up overhead or either where the par ty have to pass 

at . And that ' s  arossing of the 
hous e .  Ye s , s ir . I f  they [ know] 

9 HAILS : NAIL 6 STRAIGHTWAY - 3 CRO S SWAY 
WHERE VIC T IM WILL WALK UND ER OR OVER THEM 
THAT ' S  CROSSING THE HOUS E - TO UNCROSS 
REMOVE NAILS - KEEP IN HOUS E  OVERN I GHT 
THROW OUT BEFORE SUNRI S E  - SALTP ETER WASH 

exactly i t ' s  arossed : again , r emoving 
the nails , keep ing them in the hous e 
overnight , throwing them out b efore 
the sunrise , and wa shing the hous e 
out with saltp eter , i t ' s  [ the aross 
i s ] done away with . 
(That r emoves thi s aross I put o n  
the landlor d? ) 
Ye s s ir , ab s olutely . [ The 6 nails , 

grouped int o three s e t s  are dr iven into the floor a s  fol lows : TT TT Tr. Then 
3 nails are dr iven acr o s s  the s e t s  like thi s : � iFf if.r. We now have 6 X '  s or 
aoubleaTosses . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 5 : 4 . ] 

9 7 4 5 . Say you c ould na il n ine nails in de floor o f  somebody ' s  home and keep 
them down all the t ime - I ' ve heard that . 

(Wher e would they nail tho s e? ) 
Where do they nail them? 

9 HAILS INTO S OMEONE '  S FLOOR TO KEEP DOWN (Ye s . )  
Under the bed that they sleep in or 
s omewher e near where they b e  all t he 

t iae ;  or around t he s t ove or the tab l e , whe r e  they ' d  have t o ,  you know , o f t en 
pass over . [ Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 0 7 ) , 9 71 : 1 2 . ] 

9 74 6 .  You take nine nails and nail each one o f  ' em a t  nine o ' clock every 
worning for nine mornings j i s '  acr ost de door . On de fir st morning de f i r s t  

n a i l  i s  dr iven int o t h e  wood a t  
9 NAILS - FOR 9 DAYS - AT 9 O ' CLOCK - AT DOOR 
FIRST MORN ING - NAIL NEAR OUT ER EDGE OF STEP 
EACH DAY DRAW CLO SER TO HOUS E  - INTO HOUS E  
OK 9TH MORN ING - MAN BEING NAILED WILL COME 

the edge o f  the fr ont s t ep ;  o n  
t h e  second morning t he second 
nai l  is dr iven near er the hous e ;  
et c . , unt i l  the nails form a 
s traight line fr om the edge o f  

�he s tep s acr o s s  t he door s t ep s  int o the hous e .  An '  the ninth morning he ' s  c omin ' 
hack . [ This i s  my original trans crip t ion mad e in 1 9 3 7  a short t ime after the 
record ing . The voice came thr ough b adly but everything has b een recovered and 
reproduced here . ]  [Wilmingt on ,  N .  Car . , ( 3 0 8 ) , 2 3 3 : 4+8 5 . ] 

9747 . Kin do dat ea sy . J i s ' lak now i f  yo ' s ellin ' a lil ' dr inks , now . 
Yo ' ll  git nine nails an ' y o ' bury dem nails s ix days . Yo ' bury d em nails . 

IDlY 9 NAILS 6 DAYS AT FOOT OF STEP S  - THEN 
DRIVE INTO EDGE OF STEP S  TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

(Where do you bury them? ) 
Right tuh de foot o f  yuh s t ep s . 
Den af tah dat yo ' d r ive one heah , 
drive one d er e ,  an ' dr ive one der e ,  

aa '  drive one der e ,  drive one dere , an ' 
(Drive them r ight ar ound the s t ep s . )  

Yes , r ight ar ound de s t ep s . 

yo ' drive one heah [ et c . ] .  Nine t ime . 

(Down in the gr ound or int o t he s t ep s ? )  
Bo ,  r i ght on de edge of de s t ep s . Yo ' dr ive nine nails an ' yo ' l l have d e  

Wbiskey in dis house . An '  he ' l l c ome i n  heah an ' he ain ' t go i n '  intuh d a t  r o om 
vbere d e  whiskey is atall . He c ome in anothah r o om an ' look aro un ' an ' say , 
•Av , der e ain ' t nut hin heah , "  an '  he go on . [ Char le s t on ,  S .  Car . , (? ) , 6 03 : 2 . ] 

9748 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  o f  us in ' b ran ' -new wir e nai ls , if a pus son s tayed clo s e  
tDh yo '  an ' yo ' didn ' t want ' em tuh live dere . Yo ' d  take nine new nails an ' 
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DRIVE DOWN 9 NEW NAIL S BETWEEN YOUR HOUSE 
AND THE IRS TO MOVE THEM IN 9 DAYS 

drive ' em down b e tween yuh house an ' 

dey hous e , an ' in nine days dey ' ll 
move . Ah ' ve hear ' d o f  dat , [ Way
c r o s s , Ga . , (1133) , 1 8 39 : 6 . ] 
9 7 4 9 . Jes ' lak if yo ' an ' a person 
have a b ig d i spute or s omep in o f  de 

kind , den yo ' take nine nails , nine b ran ' -new nails . An ' take yo ' s ome sulphuh 
an ' take dem nine nails an ' 

DRIVE 9 NEW NAIL S THROUGH TIN-CAN TOP OVER SULPHUR 
TO TIE DOWN MIND OF ENEMY PLANNING AGAINST YOU 
TAL K TO IT : AH DON 'T  WAN ' CHEW TUH BRING SUIT, • , 
AH 'M TALKIN ' TUH YUHJ JOHNJ AN ' CALLIN ' YORE NAME 

a p iece o f  t in .  Yo ' know , 
a top [ l id o f  t in can ] an ' 

nail i t  d own lak dat , Nail 
it through dat top an ' put 
dat sulphuh undah i t , undah 

de top . S ee [ d emonstrates ] ,  turn de top down , see , an ' yo ' take nine nails an ' 

nail ' em roun ' [ t hrough the lid ] lak dat , An ' if he ' s plannin ' tuh do anythin ' , 
take a suit ag ' ins t yo ' or anythin ' o f  d e  kind , use dem nine nail s . Den yo ' tie 
his mind down. Yo ' t ie his mind down dat he can ' t do whut he intend tuh do . 
Can ' t do i t . 

(You j us t  s imp ly put the sulphur out there , and t urn t ha t  t in top [ or lid ] 
down over i t , and drive nine nails into i t . )  

Nine nails . An ' talk t o  i t  j es ' lak ah ' m talkin ' tuh yo ' , j e s ' what yo ' want 
tuh b e  done . 

(What would you say? ) 
Jes ' lak d i s : "Ah don ' wan ' chew tuh b r ing suit ag ' ins t me . Yo ' mus t  be mah 

fren ' , no t a enemy . Yo ' gotta b e  mah fren ' . "  Yo ' see , yo ' nail dem nails d own 
an ' yo ' talk tuh i t , j e s ' lak yo ' call ' is name : " John ,  yo ' mus t be mah fren ' 

an ' no t a enemy tuh me . Yo ' mus t b e  mah fren ' . "  An ' j es ' nail yore nail s  right 
on down . "Ah ' m talkin ' tuh yo ' , John , an ' callin ' yore name . D i s  is Carrie Han ' 

[Hand ] talkin ' tuh yo ' . An '  yo ' mus t  b e  mah fren , not mah enemy . "  An ' j es ' nail 
dem nails down lak dat . 

(Where d o  you nail the nails down? ) 
Yo ' kin nail ' em down j es ' anywhere in yore hous e , yo ' undahs tan ' . [ Sumt er , 

S .  Car . , ( 1 3 5 1 )  , 2344 : 6 .  ] 
9 7 5 0 . Peoples b ury ' em , b ury nails , b ig nails , a t  a cer tain d i s tance , yo ' 

know . Nine nail s . An ' dat will keep d e  law away . 
(Where do they b ury these 

9 BIG NAIL S BURI ED AT FRONT DOOR KEEP S LAW AWAY nails ? )  
In de ground roun ' d e  entrance , 

roun ' de front yard where dey ' sposed tuh c ome in . Nine nails , j e s ' de p ' int 
down . [ Wilson , N .  C ar . , 
(14 54) . 2 6 43 : 6 . ] 

9 DAYS TO CRO S S  9 NAIL S DRIVEN INTO STEPS - MOVES 9 7 51 . Take nine nails an ' 

acro s s  d o s e  nails comin ' in dere , f o ' eight 
knows , dey ' s mavin . [ 8  days meaningle ss ! ] 

drive d em in de s teps , d e  
do ' s t ep s , an ' de per son walks 

or nine days , an ' de f ir s t  thing yo ' 

(That will move them , driving these nine nails down a t  the d oors t ep ? ) 
Yes suh . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 9 ? ) ,  2 6 6 4 : 9 . ] 
9 7 5 2 . Say , i f  anyb ody wuz huPt chew or git chur e min ' confus in ' , an ' make yo ' 

don ' t know whut chew wanta do half d e  t ime , dey c ould take a oak stick an ' put 

9 NEW 9-P ENNY NAIL S IN OAK STICK WITH 9 NOTCHES 
P UT AT YOUR DOOR - HURTS YOU - CANNOT STAY THERE 

nine no tches an ' ninepenny 
nail an ' put it at chure s tep . 
Use new nail . Yes suh , say 
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da� ' ll shur e huPt chew . 
(How would they put the nails in , in the s t ick? ) 

No suh , na il i t  down r oun ' dat s t ic k .  Jes ' lak if yo ' put 
nail ' em all roun ' dat s t ic k .  Say yo ' couldn ' t  s tay tuh yore 

i t  in de centah , 
own house in no 

peac e . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , (13 5 5 ) , 23 7 5 : 1 . ] 
9 7 5 3 . Take nine bran ' -new wire na ils an ' 

de front o f  de hous e ,  r ight in de walk wher e 
drive ' em r ight in de path r ight in 
yo ' go out ; [ also ] nine needles an ' 

9 NAILS - 9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS - ALL NEW 
DJUVE INTO PATH IN FRONT O F  HOUSE - HEAD S EAST 

THI S  MAKE S PERSON IN HOUSE MOVE 

nine p ins . An ' t urn ' em towar d s  
de ea s t . Dat ' ll make yo ' go . 
(Now [ I  demons trat e ]  this i s  the 
path . You dr ive the nine na ils 

DiDe p ins . How do you mean you turn them 
down t her e ,  nine need les and 

toward t he ea s t ? ) 
Yo ' turn de haid toward de east . 
(You dr ive them in on a slant then? That will make you move out of the house .) 

Yes suh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 1 3 ) , 2 6 7 9 : 5 . ] 
9 7 54 . A man an ' a woman had a fus s an ' go t mad . 

fuss , an ' fus s an ' fus s .  An '  dey come say whut dey 

9 BAIL S - 9 NEEDLE S - 9 P INS - IN RED FLANNEL BAG 
OlDER DOORSTEP - LET STAY THERE 9 MORNINGS - VICTIM 
MERELY PAS SES FIXED DOORSTEP - GOE S HOME - UNABLE 
ID WALK - CALL S DOCTOR - COULD NOT HELP - SHE DIED 

stood i t . She says , "Well , i t ' s  a two-hand ed game . 
� is fo ' her . So now de f i r s t  one git s de mo s ' of .town .  I I  

An ' dey ' d  fuss an ' dey ' d  
goin ' do . He say , "Yes , ah 

will take somep in an ' ah ' ll 
put it round mah do ' s t ep , 
gue s s  she ' ll be hoppin ' .  
Okay . S o , af tah he [ he now 
changed to she ] put i t  down, 
she got onto i t  - undah-

I t ' s  j es '  as much fo ' me as 
i t , be de f i r s t  one tuh go 

So she goes an ' she gits nine na ils an ' nine need les an ' nine p ins , an ' she 
pa� it in a red flannel rag , an ' she put it undah de do ' s t ep an ' let it s tay 
dere nine mawnin ' s .  An ' de nine mawnin ' s ,  d i s  woman she passed by d i s  hous e  an ' 
abe goes - j e s ' lak ah wuz walkin ' ' long de street chew know , j e s ' lak ah wuz 
aoin ' af tah somp in ,  she passed r i ght on by . So she goe s  o f f  where she wuz goin ' 
an' she turned o f f  an ' come back an ' she went on home . So she laid down f o ' a 
spell fo ' a res t . When she went tuh g i t  up , she couldn ' t  g i t  up . That wuz the 
las� o f  dat . So dat stayed dat way fo ' awhi le . 

So she commence tuh study her self an ' she says , "Ah think 
�in tuh me . "  Says , "Ah feel very p ecul iah an ' don ' t feel 
lak dis . Ah ain ' t hur t nowher e ,  ah j e s '  can ' t use dis laig . 
l&i.g. " Says , "Ah believe ah ' ll be smar t if ah go somep lac e . "  

some one musta done 
lak ah should feel 

J es ' weak in dis 

So she go es somewhere to try tuh git relief . S o  she went [ t o a hoodoo doctor 
wbo �old her wha t had hap pened , the subs tanc e  of this present r i t e ] . S o  de man 
jes ' , he j es '  kep t r ight on t ellin ' stories , kep t r ight on t ellin ' stories . He 
caaldn ' t  do nuthin fo ' ' er .  Finally she d ied . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1440) , 
2.522 : 3 . ] 

97 5 5 . T hey kin git 9 t enp enny nails an ' 
3 days an ' go on the nor th turn [ see later ] 

t hey ur inate on ' em . Let ' em  stand 
an ' throw i t  und er the house an ' 

9 1ERPENNY NAILS - URINATE ON - LET STAND 3 DAY S 
BmW UNDER NORTH S IDE O F  HOUSE TO MOVE PERSON 

you ' ll move . [ This i s  my 
penc iled transcr ipt ion o f  the 
original made a f ew year s 
after the recording . In that 

�eding bracket were the wor d s  end over side , ind icat ing I knew �his pr epara
t�DD was thrown und er the north side of the house ; yet a penc il line at the bot
� o f  the page add s  sounds like "tum . " My p enc i l  also ad d ed the wor d s  profes-
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siona Z and e�e Z Zent , reminding me that her cylinders had been missed by my 
transcriber and later shaved ! This also happened to  another unique woman a t  
Memphis and a remarkable man i n  Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . ] [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 6 7 ) , 
1 5 6 2 : 3 . ] 

97 5 6 .  [ Here in italics  is my no tat ion about a rite my transcrib er forgo t to  
transcr ibe : 9 new nai Zs evil wi sher drives in youP home whePe you wa Zk oveP or 

ENTER ENEMY ' S  HOUS E - TURN ROUND FACING DOOR 
DRIVE INTO FLOOR 9 NEW NAILS IN LINE TO DOOR 
LAST 3 NAILS PUT TOGETHER - RUNS P ERSON AWAY 

at dooPstep . Go inside and tuPn 
aPound and drive 'em into floor 
going out as you leave the house . 
Run 'em out . Nai Zs go out in a 
Pow� but the Zast 3 togetheP . I 

suggest that the last 
a triangle , represent 
1 5 5 3 : 6 . ] 

three nails grouped closely together , the nailheads forming 
the 3 HOLY NAMES. Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2 ,  informant good ) , 

9 7 5 7 . Now, if you got a place where the business is good . Suppo se you got 
a place , the other fellow got a place , and he is do ing better business and you 

want to knock his business . 
9 NAILS REPRES ENT 9TH HOUR JESUS HUNG ON CROSS 
TO RUIN COMPETITOR ' S  BUSINESS - DRIVE 9 NAILS 
INTO CENTER OF HI S DOOR - AT TOP OR ON BOTTOM 

Nine pennynails ,  that repre
sents the nine hours Christ 
hung on the cross , nail in the 
nails in the center of the door 

overhead or under [nails are above or under door ] . I guarantee that when two 
people come in ther e ,  three will go out . 

Nine pennynails [ any size but not too large] : altogether six thi s way and 
three across , making a wi sh while you are driving in the nails .  They represent 
the ninth hour that Christ hang from the 6th t o  9th hour on the cross . [ New 

INTO ROAD DEPARTING PERSON TOOK - DRIVE 9 NAILS 
COUNT THEM 9 MORNINGS - PERSON RETURNS 9TH MORNING 

Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 6 ) , 1156 : 5. ]  
9758 . Dey tell me yo ' kin 
take nine nails an ' dr ive 
down in de road which way 

dey went , an ' count 
me dey ' ll return . 

d e  nails fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth mawnin ' dey tell 

(That ' s  to bring a person back . [Waycross , Ga . , (1145) , 18 6 9 : 2 . ]  
97 5 9 .  You kin take these nails , tenp enny nails ,  and you kin drive ' em in the 

ground where some person that you doesn ' t l ike or want to move them, you move 

9 NAILS BURIED POINTS UP WISHING AT DOOR - MOVES 
DRIVEN DOWN INTO DOORSTEP OR GROUND - CONTROLS 

them with nail s . And when you 
drive ' em in the ground and 
make your wish , you drive ' em 
head down an ' p ' int up . Or 

you kin drive ' em at your doorstep and naiZ them down under your control . You 
use nine nails . [Elizab eth C i ty , N .  Car . , (438) , 5 5 9 : 1 . ] 

9 7 6 0 .  A man was likin ' a woman . He get  t o  like another woman , yo ' know, 
an ' doesn ' t come to her no more . S he ' d  get nine new nails an ' drive ' em down 

SHE DRIVES 9 NAILS INTO GROUND AT HER DOOR 
NEXT MORNING POURS SOME OF HER URINE ON 
AFTER MAN CROSSES IT THEY GET ALONG TOGETHER 

in de ground at her door , j ust 
enough to  cover their heads up , 
and then the next morning she 
would take some of her water from 
de chamber and throw that on it . 

See . Then when he comes back in over that , over them nails and that ahambeP Zye , 
then he ' ll get on wi th her . 

(He gives the other woman up . I see . ) [Petersburg , Va . , ( 44 5 ) , 4 21 : 3+8 5 . ] 
976 1 .  You take nails and drive them in the ceil ing o f  your house and that ' ll 

bring your wi fe back home . On the ceiling o f  your house ,  eightpenny nails . 
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INTO CEILING OF HOUS E DRIVE 9 EIGHTPENNY NAILS 
LEAVE 9 DAYS - WIFE WILL RETURN - PULL OUT NAILS 

(What kind of nails? ) 
Eightpenny nails . 
(Nine? ) 
Yes , s ir ,  nine nails . 

them there and let them stay nine days . 
home . But you let them s tay and she ' ll 

(Where do you drive tho se  nails? ) 

And pull them out after she come 
come back to you in nine days . 

Put 
back 

Right on the ceiling of your hous e ,  all the way around in the ceiling . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (97 6) , 1581 : 4 . ] 

9 7 6 2 .  Yo ' take nine nails an ' drive ' em  into a pine tree o n  d e  sunrise side 
an ' make yore wish , In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an ' Ho ly Ghost . An ' yo ' kill 

DRIVE 9 NAILS INTO PINE TREE ON SUNRISE SIDE 
IN THE J HIGHEST NAMES - KILL S PERSON INTEND ED 

a person dataway . 
(And you wish to kill that per
son when you are dr iving tho se  
nails in  the tree? ) 

Yes s ir .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 2 2 3 9 : 3 . ] 
97 6 3 .  Yo ' could nai l a person down. Dey say yo ' take nails , tenpenny nails , 

an ' yo ' could put dat na il a certain place in yor e yard , or anywhere else . An ' 

9 MORNINGS HIT NAIL ONE BLOW - TELLING VICTIM 
YOU ARE NAILING HIM DOWN TO HOLD HIM DOWN 
LAST MORNING SAY : "AH ' M NAILIN ' YO ' DOWN 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST" 

if yo ' wanta nai l a person 
down ,  yo ' go dere evah mawnin ' 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' yo ' nail 
dat down . An ' yo ' hit dat one 
lick an ' tell ' em - yo ' know , 
yo ' put in [ you include] whut 

chew doin ' , whut chew nailin ' it fo ' . Yo ' nail dat down an ' de  las ' t ime say , 
"'Ah ' m  nailin ' yo ' down : In de Name of de Fathah, Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost . "  Dat 
vill hold a person down . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (13 96) , 2013 : 8 . ] 

TAKE 9 NEW NAIL S - 9 NEW NEEDLES 
A PIECE OF WHITE CLOTH UNC UT  BY SCIS SORS 
THE S E  3 NEW ARTICLES PUT IN A SACK 
BURY UNDER FRONT STEPS  - IF LAW COMES 
TO FRONT DOOR - SWEEP TOWARD S BACK 

come tuh de front , sweep in tuh de back 
(I see . That ' ll keep the law away . )  

9 7 64 . Take yuh nine br an ' -new nails ,  
nine [ new ] needles . Take ' em an ' put 
' em in a sack,  a piece of white clo t ' 
[ cloth] whut nevah had no scissah in 
it , no mo ' [more ] dan whut yuh cut it 
tuh sew it , an ' put ' em in dere . Bury 
' em undah yuh front step s . An ' if he 

all de t ime . 

He goin ' tuh stay away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 3 ) , 1 2 5 3 : 2 . ]  
9 7 6 5 . Ah go es tuh de sto ' an ' ah buy me nine bran ' new No . lO [ tenpenny ] nails . 

An '  ah go down tuh de woods an ' find me nine trees . Don ' t git de nine of ' em lak 
[alike ] . Take a ole sweet gum , poplah , maple , b lackgum , sycamo ' an ' all dose 

9 NEW NAIL S - DRIVE EACH ONE INTO DIFFERENT KIND 
OF TREE - ON WHICH CHIP OFF LEVEL DRIVING SPACE 
HIT EACH NAIL 3 TIMES TO MAKE IT STICK IN TREE 
THEN HIT EACH NAIL TWICE IT S VALUE - 1ST NAIL TWICE 
TO 9TH NAIL 18 TIMES - SAYING LORD ' S PRAYER 
DO THI S EARLY IN MORNING - ALL NAIL S IN COMPLETELY 
OB 9TH MORNING - THEN WHAT YOU WANT WILL BE DONE 

kind . Jes ' git nine of dem 
[ d ifferent types of ] trees . 

An ' ah take an ' ah chip out 
a space . Ah have mah axe 
wit me , mah hat chet . Ah 
chip me a spac e out ' bout 
as large a [as a ]  dollah , 
s i lvah dollah . An ' ah 
nail on dis one - mayb e 

dat ' s  wes t . Well , ah ' ll come [ demonstrates ] ovah east an ' ah ' l l  nail a nail 
dere , an ' ah ' ll go back kinda wes t  no ' th [ northwest ] an ' nail a nail dere . An ' 
den ah ' ll come back in kinda southeast an ' put a nail in dat one . But yo ' gotta 
bave all of dose nail j es ' in de same way - eas t . Yo ' have tuh put ' em all eas t . 
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(You said before that you nailed these trees in the shape of an "E"  - like 
the letter "E" . )  

Da ' s  whut ah ' m  speakin ' of  now. Yo ' goes no ' th ,  go west , an ' come back dat 
way [ demonstrates ] .  Den yo ' have ' em somet ime in a straight line . Yo ' kin put 
' em kinda "V" shap ed . 

Den yo ' ll go tuh work an ' put all of dose nails in dose trees an ' yo ' hit ' em  
all three t imes d i s  [ f irst ] mawnin ' , tuh git ' em tuh s t i ck in de  trees . Den yo ' 
c ome on back de t ime [return home ] . De nex ' mawnin ' yo ' gits up early - yo ' 
always have tuh travel early . Yo ' has tuh go out dere den while de dew ' s on 
' em evah mawnin ' .  Yo ' go down an ' maybe git wet wit de  dew an ' den have tuh 
come back an '  change yore clothes . Well , yo ' hit dis  firs ' one maybe one time , 
de firs ' one . Well , yo ' be  sayin ' a li ' l '  prayah , de Lord ' s  Prayah all de  time 
while yo ' hit it - de firs ' one . De second one , yo ' may hit it two t imes . De 
third one three times . D en de fo ' th one fo ' time . An '  go on till yo ' hit nine 
time on de las ' one . Hi t de las ' one nine time on de firs ' mawnin ' .  Den yo ' 
have tuh go back dere evah mawnin ' an ' hi t de firs ' one two time , an ' de nex ' 
one fo ' - yo ' have tuh double dose when yo ' go der e  evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawn
in ' s . 

(The last one on the second morning you would hit that 18 t imes , double nine . 
That last nail , the ninth nail , on the second morning you hit it nine times the 
first morning , and the second morning you go back ther e ,  you have to  hit it  18 
times? ) 

Have tuh hit it  18 , have tuh double it evah time . But chew have tuh hit ' em 
light - er [ or ]  heavy enough s o  de las ' mawnin ' ,  on de ninth mawnin ' ,  dey all 
would go in de same time . Yo ' dr ive ' em all up on de same mawnin ' .  

(But on the third morning would you have to  d ouble that ninth one , hit it 18 
times? How much would you hit it the third morning? ) 

Yo ' have tuh doub le it  evah time . Yo ' have tuh doub le dat nine evah mawnin ' .  
I f  yo ' can ' t  keep a record , yo ' have tuh have yo ' a p enc il an ' papah . An ' git 
chew a tablet an ' yo ' gotta mark how many t imes yo ' hit it  dis mawnin ' ,  an ' how 
many times yo ' gotta hit it de  nex ' mawnin ' .  Do dat evah mawnin ' .  If yo ' hit 
it 18 dis mawnin ' , yo ' gotta figure how many it gotta be hit de nex ' mawnin ' .  
Yo ' gotta carry dat pencil an ' papah right wit chew wit ' chure hammah when yo ' 
hit it . 

An ' when yo ' dr ive ' em up on de  last [day ] hit ' em  all even an ' nail ' em all 
good at de same time . An ' whatevah yo ' want did , dat will he ' p  yo ' - whatevah 
yo ' workin ' fo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1453) , 264 2 : 1 . ] 

(g) . TEN NAIL S 

9 7 6 6 . (Twenty penny nails . You mean onepenny nails or twenty of them? ) 
No . Twentypenny nails but ten of  them .  Twentypenny . Like you go t o  the hard

ware store and say , "Give me a dime ' s worth of twentypenny nails . 
(Then what ? )  

NAME OF HUSBAND OR WIFE FACE UP ON PAPER 
PUT IN WALL AND DRIVE 10 NAILS THROUGH 

You take - see , like that wall over 
ther e .  You take your husb and ' s  name 
or your wi fe ' s  name [ on a p iece of 

pap er ] and open a hole 
nails with her name up 
Just nail  ' em in there 
L a . , (851) , 131 9 : 4 . ] 

[ in the wall ] and put it in ther e .  And dr ive ten of them 
in there and she ' ll do anything you want her to do . Yeah . 
and name her as yo ' dr ive ' em .  Ten of ' em .  [New Or leans , 
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(h) . INDEFINITE NUMBER OF NAILS 

9 7 6 7 . Tuh keep dem [poli c e ]  away , i f  yo ' kin f ind out how many officahs ar e 
in town . An ' fo ' evah man yo ' g it dat many of tenp enny nails , an ' drive dem all 

AS MANY NAILS UNDER STEPS AS POLICEMEN IN TOWN 
LAST DROP OF URINE IN WHISKEY FOR CUSTOMERS 

in de front o f  yor e do ' . It ' s 
not officahs goin ' come tuh 
yore house atall . An ' i f  yo ' 
wanta gain cus tomahs , i f  yo ' 

have one an ' he comes dere , now yo ' take some of  yor e  watah - take de last drop 
of yor e watah - an ' put it in de whi skey . An ' dey says  dat dey will not stop 
comin ' . Dey ' ll bring yo ' all de cust omahs yo ' kin wait on . 

(That i s  the first cust omer who comes ? )  
Yessuh .  [Fayet tevill e ,  N .  Car . , (144 7 ) , 2 6 2 5 . ] 
9 7 6 8 . How you use a nail in de way I tole you . And then ther e ' s another way 

you could use a nail . Like you want [ to ]  b e  to a place for s o  many years , you 
can get dem cut [ s quar e ]  nails and drive down nine of ' em , j ust as many as you 

AS MANY YEARS AS YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN HOUSE 
DRIVE DOWN WITH 1 LICK SO MANY SQUARE NAILS 

want see , but you go tta drive ' em 
down with one lick . 
(One lick? ) 

If you want ' em to be  there ten years , drive 
eleven years ] .  Like that . 

Yes , sir . You j ust drive ' em. 
down ten o f  ' em  or el even [ for 

(You say cut . You mean squar e nails? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(If you want to be  what?  What do you want ? )  
I f  you want to stay to a place for ten year s or fifteen . 
(You mean what kind of  a place? Stay where? ) 
Any place you wanta go live at , you s ee ,  and you want to go to Boston .  You 

�t de boss  move you and your old lady . 
(You want to go to the town , you mean? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Where would you drive thes e nails down? ) 
In hi s pathway . 
(Where? The boss ' pathway . So he ' d have to walk over them? ) 
That ' s right . [It is evident that nails are driven down t o  remain in a 

house . ] [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 7 5 ) , 49 2 : 3 . ] 
9769 . Dey said dey take a whole bundl e  of nai ls an ' j es ' nail ' em  down s o  

yo '  can ' t s ee ' em , an ' put d i r t  ovah dem from y o r e  s t ep s  out tuh d e  gat e ,  an ' 
say dat ' ll make yuh leave home . 

BUNDLE OF NAILS 
CONCEALED FROM STEPS TO GATE 

(You nail them down int o the ground . And where 
do you begin to nail them? ) 
Nail dem from de s t ep s cl ean out tuh de gat e .  
(That i s  supposed to make you leave home? ) 
Yes sir . [Mobil e ,  Ala . , ( 6 7 4 ) , 891 : 8 . ] 
97 7 0 .  Have five cent s worth of  new nails . Don ' t 

use ' em  fo ' anything el s e  an ' nail ' em on de do ' facin ' [ saddle ] right [ upright ] 

S CENTS WORTH OF NEW NAILS - USE FOR NOTHING ELSE 
DRIVE INTO DOOR FACING [ S ADDL E ]  - FOR LUCK 

' em right down dere , r ight 
straight down at dat p i ece , 
dat crosspiece . Dat make 
luck . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(925) ' 1503 : 7 . ] 
9771 . Well , ah ' ve hear ' d of  
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settin ' dem nail s . Jes ' lak comin ' up tuh yuh do ' dere [ in int erviewing room ] 
yo ' d set dem nail wit de point down - pointin ' away [ demons trates ] .  

NAILS BURIED AT DOOR POINTS UP POINT ING FROM HOUSE 
NAILS HAVING BEEN BOILED IN : SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 
PEPPER AND BLUESTONE - ENEMY CANNOT ENTER HOUSE 
OTHER DETERRENTS MAY BE BURIED UNDER DOORSTEPS 

(Point ing away from the 
door . ) 
Yes . An ' [ you ] have tuh 
boil all of  dem nails in 
sulphuh , brims tone , peppah 
an ' bluestone . Dey [ unwant

ed person : law , rentman , etc . ] can ' t come [ in ]  tuh save dere life .  [Here I turn
ed o f f  recording machine too soon , miss ing the first few words of  the demons tra
t ion]  • • •  place dem up lak dat [ demons trat ion cont inues ] .  

(How? Have the point straight out like that ? [ I  demons trat e ] : And all this 
s tuff is underneath there [ the door steps ] ?  This lime and all this stuff? ) 

Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359) , 2 3 9 6 : 7 . ] 
9 7 7 2 .  [ In the margin t itle I have called this rite  amazing because I had com

plet ely forgotten about it and i t s  future s igni ficance . The per son I am inter
viewing here is J . R . Pat terson , propr ietor of the black hotel , Pat terson Hotel , 

NICKEL ' S WORTH OF NEW TENPENNY NAILS 
CINNAMON - CLOVES - SALTPETER - GASOLINE - ALL NEW 
DIRT FROM PERSON ' S HOUSE AND SIDEWALK - PUT ALL 
IN BUCKET AND LIGHT GASOLINE - WHEN COOL 
WALK BACKWARD S FROM VICT IMS STEPS SPRINKLING 
MIXTURE IN SHAPE OF "V" ' s = IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
ALSO SPRINKLE TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD 
AN AMAZ ING HOUS E-MOVING RITE FROM NEW ORLEANS 

in New Orleans . Among the 
illustrat ions at end o f  
HOODOO , volume 2 ,  see the 
Pat terson Hotel letterhead 
containing pictures o f  the 
hotel , the proprietor , and 
his signature on Wednesday, 
March 9, 1 938, for rent on 
room No . 1 7, including e lec
tricity for my machine, and 

room space for my clients downstairs . I paid my rent each day before returning 
to  my own hotel , the old S t . Charles . To give Mr . Pat ter son some idea o f  my 
work , I sugges ted that he himsel f be  interviewed . Hi s following rite tells how 
he could be driven from his own hotel . Neither o f  us realized at the t ime that 
before a year had passed , Mr .  Pat ter son would lose his hotel and I myself would 
be chased f rom the black hotel in Memphis by the police . For this later surprise , 
see Introduct ion to  HOODOO , volume 1 ,  page XXXIV , line 9 following . ]  

De first thing yo ' do , git chew a dime ' s worth o f  sal tpetah . De nex ' thing 
tuh do i s  git chew a b ox of  cinnamon , a b ox of  cloves . Git chew a nickel ' s wor th 
of new tenpenny nails , an ' den git chew one quar t o f  gasoline . Den git chew a 
dime ' s worth o f  saltpetah . Go by dose per son ' s house an ' p ick up , whethah it ' s 
mud , dirt or sand , take it up an ' put it in de bucket wit dose nails .  Po ' yuh 
gasol ine in dere an ' strike a match an ' light it , [ let it burn ] until it comes 
tuh b e  dry an ' sandy . Den yo ' take it an ' go backwards f rom de do ' where dey 
l ivin ' at an ' sprinkle i t  cros sways dat way tuh de fo ' cornahs of de world : 
[ demons trates by point ing ] dat cornah , d i s  cornah , dis one , and dat one cros s  
de s treet . I n  2 4  hour s de ' re [ they are ] gone . 

(You j ust sprinkle it like this [ I  demons trate ] , like a wingy motion all 
around , cross that house ? )  

[ My demonstration o f  wingy motion mus t  have been a flut tering or fl ipp ing 
mot ion like a b ird . Informant misunder s tand s my word cross , meaning to put a 
hoodoo on the house , not throwing back and for th acros s  the house . ]  

No [ you don ' t throw back and for th acros s  the house ] yo ' tro ' it from de 
house [ demons trates ] .  Yes , lak dis i s  de back , dis is de sidewalk out heah 
[ demons trates ] ,  spr inkle it d i s  way [ demons trates ] ,  cro s s  ovah [ demonstrates ] .  

[ I  describe his demons trat ions : ]  
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(From the house out to t h e  gut ter , you sprinkl e it  back and forth , l ike a 
"V" . )  

[ This "V" or triangl e is the 3 Ho ly Names . ]  
One block each way , one block each way from de house . Lak Patterson [ the 

speaker ] whut chew [ suppose you ] want ed him tuh move . Well , yo ' d  git some dirt . 
See dat c igah ashes [ he point s to asht ray containing ashes of my c igar ] an ' 
[also ] p ick it from de sidewalk [ get sidewalk dirt ] ,  an ' git some dirt an '  sprin
kle it aroun ' dere - some sand . An ' befo ' he sweep s de banquette [ =  sidewalk in 
New Or leans ] up in de mawn in ' , yo ' j es '  come aroun ' dere an ' brush up a l ittle 
bit , j es '  enough tuh git in yore fingahs an ' put in dere . Den yo ' come back 
heah dat night , yo ' see , an ' sprinkl e from his do ' crossways de banquet te tuh 
dat cornah . Den yo ' go tuh dis cornah an '  go cross de street t uh de nex ' cornah . 
Yo ' go dat way an ' go cross de st reet tuh de nex ' cornah . D en yo ' go ovah heah 
tuh garage . S ee .  In 2 4  hours dey are moved . 

(You have to  throw it to  the four corners of the world . ) 
Yes . [New Orl eans , La . ,  (1566 , J . R . Pat t erson , proprietor of black ho t el , 

Pat terson Hot el ) , 2 8 66 : 3 . ] 

( 2 ) . NEEDLES AND PINS 

[ The t itle of this sect ion could have been either Pins and Needles or Needles 
� Pins� both having tradit ion behind them ;  the f irst because a person is some
times said to walk on p ins and needles ; the second according to the folklore 
coupl et : Needles and p ins� needles and p ins; when a man marries� his trouble 
b�ins. As in the case of the preceding sect ion about nail s , mo st rites about 
these obj ect s  have already appeared elsewhere in the print ed text as par t s  of 
rites with other ingr edient s .  The following rites will be li sted according to 
numb er o f  p ins and needl es : 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  etc . ] 

977 3 .  De bes ' thing yo ' 
git chew a needle dat ain ' t 
stick dat needl e up ovah de 

KEY NEEDLE POINTING OUTS IDE 
OVER DOOR - S ENDS AWAY 

(a) . ONE NEEDLE AND PIN 

kin do , if yo ' wan ' ' em tuh leave out dat house . Yo ' 
nevah been sewed wit , an ' yo ' take dat ne edle an ' yo ' 
doah . J es '  stick it up right ovah de do ' an ' de 

point of it  is  r ight chere , is out [ demonstrates ] .  
(The point is point ing outside . )  

An '  ah ' l l guarantee yo ' tuh yore dyin ' days [ they 
will never return ] . Yo ' know why ah know it?  
(No . ) 
Ah seen it done . An '  den de person [who did it ] 

didn ' t know , to le a l ie [ about it ] . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 65 : 2 . ] 
9 7 74 .  D ey say yo ' take yo ' a 
brass - goldeye needl e .  

SEEDLE - 1 OR 2 AT DOOR - DRIVES YUH- OVAHBO 'D  (One? ) 
Two of ' em - or either one - an ' 
put it at de do ' as yo ' go out . 

1lel.l , dey say dat ' s di>ivin ' yo ' �  say dat ' 11 d.rive yo ' ovahbo ' d [ overboard ] .  S o  
dey say . 

( I  would do that in somebody ' s  house to send them away and make them j ump in 
t:he water? ) 
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Yeah . Say that will make yo ' j ump ovahbo ' d ,  drive yo ' . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  
(1185)  1 1 9 99 : 1 . ] 

9 7 7 5 . Take a needle an '  - take a part of  a needle [ break needle in half ] an ' 
thread d i s  needle an ' s tick i t  up ovah de do ' . An ' dat ' s [ to ]  caus e if yo ' has 
a young girl roun ' or somp in lak dat , dat ' ll cause whenevah a man comes aroun ' 

NEEDLE - BREAK - THREAD HEAD PORTION 
LAY OVER DOOR - IF  SUITABLE MAN PASSES 
UNDER - STICK BROKEN PO INT UNDER HI S CHAIR 
NEEDLE EYE FOR HUSBAND - PO INT FOR HUSTLER 

dat chew wants fo ' her husban ' . 
Yo ' take de needle down an ' p in i t  
neahby in a chair where he sits . 
An ' she kin git dis  heah man fo ' a 
husban ' wi t de needle .  Wi t a p in 
point [ the point broken from pre

ceding needle ]  yo ' go tta find a pin point dat ' s real sharp an ' use it . Jes ' 
lak , say if a hus tlah , differen ' hus tlahs come roun ' yore house .  An '  if yo ' kin 
ketch ' im tub s et in a clo s ed place - yo ' know whut ah mean , j es ' lak prob ' bly 
dey s et tin ' right where dat back. Yo ' j es ' - prob ' bly yo ' might walk ovah an ' 
say somep in tub ' em an ' use dis pin point fo ' hus tlahs . Dat is tub make ' em 
sharp . Dey call ' em [ pin point s ] sharp Zuak .  

(What d o  you d o  wi th that p in point ? ) 
What would yo ' do wi t d e  pin point? Oh , yo ' gits de pin point an ' keep s it . 

See , j es ' lak , even de men j es ' lak whut ah ' s sayin ' ' bout fo ' de girl ' s mar
riage , yo ' takes de point o f f  dose needles an ' [ or ]  de p in point an ' keep s ' em 
yo ' s elf . See , dat ' s luck fo ' tub bring tub yore hous e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 
2 6 9 7 : 4 . ] 

9 7 7 6 . I f  a woman wan ' a man tub love ' r [ love her ] , she kin take a needle an ' 
go tub d e  well where he s tay an ' push it down undah de groun ' where he ' ll s tart 

WOMAN PUSHE S NAIL INTO GROUND AT WELL OR DOORSTEP 
WHERE MAN MUST CRO S S  OVER IT - DAT 'LL CAPTURE HIM 

[walk] ovah dere evah day 
er evah night when he go tub 
draw watah . Eithah take de 
needle an ' care [ carry]  it 

tub de doah s t ep an ' push i t  down where he ' ll go ovah i t . An ' dat ' ll cap ture him . 
[As I have exp lained. s everal t imes els ewhere the s e  s imp le and s eemly mag icless 
rites are p owered by the intention behind them . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 28 5 ) , 
202 : 5+85 . ]  

9 7 7 7 .  Ah ' ve heard d em  say if 
be smart an ' wanted tub keep yuh 

HAND TO ENEMY NEEDLE OR SC I S SORS 
POINTED TO HIM FOR PROTECTION 

yo ' wanted tub - say if yo ' wanted tub grow tub 
enemy away from yo ' , why o f  cus [ course]  yo ' 

give yuh enemy a needle wi t de point tuhwar ' 
de enemy , tuhwar ' de person dat yo ' believe 
dat wuz yuh enemy . Han ' d em de needle pointed 

' im . An ' dat would break dat 
or  s top being in yuh company , 

toward ' im , or a scis sahs wi t de point tuhward 
enemy off from yuh . Dey would s top comin ' aroun ' 
s tay away from yuh . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 988) , 

1 5 94 : 1 . ] 
9 7 78 . A 

b een havin ' 
s ewin ' needle ,  where a woman been s ewin ' . I f  her an ' a woman had 
some kinda di spute ovah ' er or eithah a man , yo ' kin take dat nee

NEEDLE OR PIN BORROW FROM WOMAN - OR KNIFE 
FROM MAN - WITH WHOM YOU QUARRELED - BURN 
PO INT WITH SULPHUR - THEN USE HEARTS COLOGNE 
ON OBJECT - RE STORE OBJECT TO PLACE FOUND 
AND YOU TWO WILL BECOME FRIENDS AGAIN 

dle an ' carry it an ' yo ' burn de 
point of i t . Jes ' lak if me an ' 
yo ' had de [ argument o r  quarrel ] ,  
well , if ah kin gi t a needle , or  
ei thah a pin ,  or harrah yore 
pocketknife [because you are a 
man ] , carry it home an ' burn i t . 

Ah burn it o f f  good . Take i t  an ' put i t  in some sulphah an ' burn i t  ag ' in . An ' 
ah put some Hearts Cologne on it [ knife  or needle ] an ' sprinkle it [ p erfume] 
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roun ' [where I picked up obj ect ]  an ' put i t  right back where yo ' kin git it . 
(What would that do then? ) 

3849 

Wel l , dat will - if me an ' yo ' b een havin ' fus ses an' things an' we be bad 
out, well dat will gain de influence of me an ' yo ' back [ together again ] . 

(You will b e  on good terms again? ) 
Be on good terms . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 8) , 2 005 : 2 . ] 
9 77 9 .  T o  make a fellah unlucky , take a needle an ' pin i t  in h is coat tail 

an' turn de point right down an '  it ' ll make him unlucky . 

NEEDLE PINNED POINT DOWN 
IN HIS COATTAIL - UNLUCKY 

TO PIN CLOTHES WITH NEEDLE UNLUCKY 

(Turn the point down . ) [Waycross , Ga . , 
10 9 5 , 17 6 5 : 16 . ] 
9 7 8 0 .  I f  dey put j es '  ord ' nary sewin ' 
needles in yore clothes an ' p in yore 
clo thes with a needle , it ' s  bad luck . 
If yo ' lay yor e hat on de b ed , [ it ' s  bad 

luck ] . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , ( 13 74) , 2 4 3 7 : 1 . ]  
9 7 8 1 .  Take a needle an ' sew nine knot s  in de left corner of  a man ' s shirt , 

in de tail  of it , an '  that will keep them from runnin ' around . 

SEW 9 KNOTS - LEFT CORNER - MAN ' S  SHIRT 

NEEDLE IN RIGHT POCKET OF MAN ' S  PANTS 
CAUS ES HIM AND OTHER WOMAN TO BREAK UP 

(Make him stay home? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 148 6) , 
2 6 60 : 15 . ] 
9 7 8 2 . Mah grandmothah said dat yo ' 
kin take a needle an ' break up p eopl e .  
She said j o o  take d e  needle an ' put 
it  in de man ' s pants pockit , in ' is 

right . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (322) , 2 55 : 9+8 5 .  1 
978 3 .  Yo ' kin take a tinpan an ' control a person . Yo ' kin take a brand-new 

tinpan an ' yo ' kin write - lemme see . Ah go t i t  right heah , de p salms yo ' find 
where it says  "Vau - v-a-u . "  Yo ' kin take that an ' write that on a b rand-new 

HOODOO PSALM SCRATCHED ON NEW TINPAN 
WITH NEW PIN OR NEEDLE OR NAIL TO CONTROL 

tinplat e .  
(Thi s psalm in which the word "Vau" 
is used? ) 
Yes sir . It ' s  in psalms [ the p salm 

of a hoodoo b ook ] an ' yo ' kin wri t e  that . But now yo ' don ' t write it with a p en
cil or nuthin like that . Yo ' take a needle or pin or new nail that ' s  sharp -
anything that ' s  sharp except a pencil - an ' yo ' write that psalm on that tin
plate .  Then yo ' kin take that tinplate an ' put i t  away where i t  won ' t b e  dis
turbed or be handled by anybody else . An '  yo ' kin control that p erson if  yo ' 
write that psalm fo ' them . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 116 6) , 1959 : 8 . ] 

{b ) . TWO NEEDLES OR P INS 

9784 . To 
lav off - o f  

keep t h e  law away? Wel l , I wan t to  t el l  you . Well , you keep the 
course , you can ' t keep ' em away , but you can get so  that he ' ll never 

2 PINS CROSSED IN HAT PROTECTS BOOTLEGGER FROM LAW 
catch you o r  nothin ' . You 
understand . You bootleggin ' 
he ' ll never catch you o r  

110thing . You understand . 
JUU take two pins . 

(Tw what? ) 
Tw s tick pins . 
(Tw s tick pins . ) 

Well , you take you two - that ' s  a separate thing - and 
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[The ordinary p in i s  frequently cal led " s t ick" to  distinguish it from safety 
p in . ] 

And wear it in a cros s , like a cros s , and wear it right up in the center of 
your hat , you see . Right in the center o f  your hat , like this here [ demons trates 
by pointing to ins ide of his hat ] . 

(Ins ide . )  
Yeah , inside [ demons trates again ] . 
(L ike that , ins ide . )  
Yeah , ins ide your hat . 
(You get these two s t raight p ins . )  
Two s t raight p ins . You p ut a cross on you , see . And a cours e ,  the law ' ll be 

looking for you but he ' l l never get you . Onl y way he ' ll get you , he got to walk 
up on you . But you always kin git away from him.  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 

BREAK 2 NEEDLES IN HALF - 4 PIECES 
STICK INTO HIS CLOTHES - HE CANNOT LEAVE 

119 1 : 7 . ] 
9 7 8 5 . She kin take two needles an ' 
break it hal f in two - make foah 
p ieces - an ' s tick it  anywheres in 
h i s  coat w ' ure he cain ' t see ' em ,  an ' 

dat ' ll make h im s tay wit her . 
274 : 10+85 . ]  

He can ' t leave huh . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 36) , 

9 7 8 6 . I f  a man wanted t uh do somebody 
woman , an ' yo ' know whut happens yo ' know 

some harm , j es '  say , lak it wus a 

CROSS 2 PINS OR NEEDLES IN WOMAN ' S  CLOTH 

in de month . Well , if yo ' take needles 
an ' p ins an ' cros s , if yo ' could git 
aholt of dat [ piece of hers ] ,  yo ' 
cross one [ demons trat e ] . Yo ' see , 

p ut one d i s  way an ' one 
(Needles or p ins ? )  

Needles o r  p ins . 

dat way - j es '  cross ' em.  

(Jus t two? ) 
Well , yo ' kin use many as yo ' want , but when yo ' do dat she be all up an ' 

down fo ' de balance of huh days . 
(What would you do with that cloth then? ) 
Well , yo ' j es '  - anything yo ' wanta do . Yo ' could bury it  or throw it  away 

or anything , j es '  so yo ' leave dem needles in dere . Yeah . Don ' t care whut chew 
do wit it . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1189 ) , 2009 : 2 . ] 

9 78 7 . In bad luck yo ' kin take , i f  a person set t in ' tuh a table gamblin ' ,  git 
chew two needles , cross ' em in back of dere clothes , right in de  centah of dere 

2 NEEDLES CROSSED ON OPPONENT ' S  BACK TO LOSE 
OR A LIVE SPIDER ON YOUR BACK TO WIN GAMBLING 

back . Cross ' em. Dat ' ll cause 
dem t uh los e .  An ' [ or ]  eithah 
sprinkle some sal t  on ' em.  

' im  in a papah sack or s omp in .  
wick , Ga . , (119 2) , 2 011 : 17 . ] 

An ' yo ' kin git a spidah an ' p ut 
Long as he livin ' yo ' win in de game . [ Bruns-

9 7 8 8 . An ' ah heard ag ' in that yo ' take 
an ' say de Lawd ' s  Prayer [ demonstrates ] .  

(You take two needles then? ) 

a needle an ' make it  cro s s  lak that , 

Yes . 
An ' say the Lawd ' s  Prayer an ' say 

turn right around an ' put chure hand 
- when yo ' say the Lawd ' s  Prayer , then yo ' 
up this way [ informant demons trates holding 

CROSS 2 NEEDLES - SAY LORD ' S  PRAYER - IN HIS NAME 
RAI SE RIGHT HAND - PLEAD OWN CASE - GO TO COURT 

right hand up into air ] . 
(Jus t as if you were swearing 
an oath in cour t ? ) 
Yes suh .  
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Put chure han ' up an ' [ this man] said : "In His Name , an ' in his own will an ' 
time , will he plead when dis man came . " An ' said , "An ' leave there [ home ] . "  
An '  dey said he ' ll come back [ home from court ] .  Dat ' s one way ah heard . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1418) , 255 2 : 5 . ]  

9 7 8 9 . Yo ' kin t ake two p ins an ' lay ' em crossways lak dat [ demonstrates ] an ' 
tie a string right in ' tween heah on each side [ the crossing ] yo ' know , right be

2 PINS CROSSED - TIE CENTER OF CROSS WITH STRING 
BANG ON S IDE OF HOUSE - PART S MAN AND WOMAN 

tween dere lak dat [ demon
strates ] , so dey won ' fall 
apart , an ' hang it  up side 
de house .  An ' dey say dat 

will part a man an ' his wife . [ This tying of  two or more obj ec t s  into the form 
o f  a cross to make a rimless wheel is fairly well-known in hoodoo , some of these 
forms and rites at t imes being quite complicated ; see No s . 9 7 9 6 , 9 7 9 7 , etc . ] 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 9 ) , 2 6 5 9 : 4 . ] 

9 7 9 0 .  Well , now , fo ' de whole house , yo ' would have tuh take two needles an ' 
cross dem lak a "X". Yo ' first bury a can o f  red seal lye wi t de top off  of it ; 

j is ' let de dirt come ovah 
in it . 

STAND OPENED CAN OF RED SEAL LYE IN HOLE IN FRONT 
OF STEPS - CRO S S  ON LYE 2 NEEDLES LIKE AN "X" 

SO THAT POINT S OF NEEDLES POINT FROM HOUSE - BURY 
CAN - DISSOLVED LYE WILL DRIVE ALL FROM HOUSE 

(Where do you bury that lye 
now? ) 
Yo ' bury dat lye where dey 
constantly have tuh walk ovah 
it . 
Now , aftah yo ' bury dat lye , 

befo ' yo ' covah it wit de dirt , yo ' put de two needles cross lak an "X" wit de 
points out . Yo ' put dem on top of de lye befo ' yo ' covah it . Yo ' don ' t covah 
it t i l l  yo ' put de needles dere wit each point , one point in ' dis way an ' one de 
othah way , yo ' unders t an ' ; but out , out from de house . An '  yo ' covah dat up an ' 
when dat lye diss olve den yo ' gits results . 

(After that lye dissolves then that landlord can ' t ren that house ;  i f  he does, 
the people can ' t s t ay there . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 91 5 ) , 1841 : 5 . ] 

9 7 9 1 .  Git chew two needles an ' wri t e  chure name - write chure name first an ' 
put ' er name on top of  yore name . Git chew two needles an ' st ick it right up 

MAN WRITES HI S NAME FIRST - DEPARTED WOMAN ' S NAME 
ON TOP OF HIS - HOLD S PAPER OVER DOOR AND BEHIND 
WALLPAPER WITH 2 NEEDLES POINT ING INTO HOUSE 
BRINGS HER HOME TO STAY WHILE NEEDLES THERE 

ovah dat do ' dere [ p oints to 
door of interviewing room] 
right up undah de [wall ]  
papah . Put dat up undah de 
papah . Wel l , yo ' stick de 
haid of  de needles in de 

wall , but s t ick [ the p o int s o f ]  de needles comin ' in de house . Dat wi l l  bring 
' er right back . She won ' t be  a day comin ' back eithah . 

(You st ick that paper [with the names ] up by put t ing these needles through 
it? )  

Yessuh , yo ' put dem needles through dis papah yo ' see ovah de do ' . An ' stick 
de point of de needles comin ' in de house ; no t go in ' out , comin ' in de house . 

(The needles will point into the house? ) 
[A portion o f  the wallpaper is peeled back , the paper with names dampened and 

pressed against the wall , and the wallpaper returned and held in place by push
ing the heads of two needles through it . There are variations o f  this rite else
where in HOODOO. ] 

Yes . Dat ' ll po int ' er right on in heah . She ain ' t goin ' out d ere j es ' as 
long as dat needle an ' dat name up dere . She ain ' t goin ' out . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1555) , 2 6 94 : 11 . ] 
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(c) . THREE NEEDLES OR P INS 

9 7 92 . Yo ' kin take a needle an ' put it in a p iece of papah , with yore man ' s 
name wro te on it three times , an ' p ut it  up behin ' yore do ' . He cain ' t leave 
yo ' . Put it  up behin ' yore do ' , up in de wall papah . Jes ' lak yore wallpapah ' s 
dere [demonstrates ] , t ear it loo se an ' p ut it in d ere [ see No . 9 7 9 1 ,  p . 3 8 5 1 . ] 

WRITE MAN ' S NAME 3 TIMES ON P IECE OF PAPER 
(How many needles do you put in the 
pap er? ) 
Three . STICK 3 NEEDLES THROUGH NAMES - PUT BEHIND 

WALLPAPER OVER DOOR - HE CANNOT LEAVE YOU (And you wr ite hi s name three times J 
Yo ' point dose needles lak dat , 

down . An ' den yo ' take an ' p ut it up 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 2 ) , 2 7 15 : 3 . ] 

in dat [wallpap er ]  papah , holdin ' dat p apa� 

9 7 93 .  Yo ' kin take three needles . Take 
lak yo ' go t a enemy ' roun ' yuh , an ' yo ' an ' 

thr ee needles an ' burn ' em. Jis ' 
' er can ' t git along , an ' she raisin ' 

WHILE BURNING 3 NEEDLES - WISH TROUBLE AWAY - CALL 
TROUBLEMAKER' S NAME - THROW NEEDLES INTO RIVER 

Sam an ' gaddin ' all ' roun ' , 
all roun ' der e .  Can ' t git 
along . Yo ' j i s ' s et down 
an ' take three needles an ' 

git - an ' burn ' em. Put ' em on de fiah an ' burn ' em real ho t an ' make yuh wi shes. 
As dem needles git hot , make yuh wi shes accordin ' tuh whut happenin ' tuh yuh : 
"Wish de bad luck would go o f f , good luck will come an ' live happy in mah home . 
Mah enemy tuh flee from me . "  Well , yo ' take dem ovah dere an ' burn ' em an ' make 
yuh wi shes . An ' aftah yo ' burn ' em, yo ' take dem an ' throw dem away - take d em 
tuh de rivah , throw dem in d e  rivah . An ' evahthin ' be okey . 

(Three needles ? )  
Three needles . An ' aftah yo ' call dere name , d en yo ' walk tuh d e  rivah. Af

tahward or a day or so aftah , yo ' know , aftah yo ' done burn ' em an ' make yuh 
wi shes . But at d e  same time yo ' goes tuh where it ' s runnin ' watah . [Vicksburg , 
Mis s . ,  ( 74 7 ) , 1017 : 6 . ]  

9 7 9 4 .  An ' d en ag ' in yo ' could take , if  yo ' wanta win a man from a woman , yo ' 
could take a li ' le bottle [ thi s rite is acted out , as my comment shows later ] 
an ' yo ' could take an ' fill it wit Heart Co logne . An ' git three needles , an ' 

A FULL BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - DRIVE 3 NEEDLES 
DOWN INTO STOPPER - WRAP BLACK RAG ABOUT BOTTLE 
STAND WRAPPED BOTTLE IN PAN FULL OF VINEGAR 
VINEGAR MUST COVER THE BOTTLE - THEN TAKE 
A FORK AND FISH THAT BLACK RAG OUT - DON ' T 
PUT YOUR HANDS ON IT - SHAKE THE RAG OUT 
STILL HOLDING IT WITH FORK - HANG RAG ON LINE 
DRIED RAG - WEAH IT LOWDOWN ON YO ' - THROW BOTTLE 
AWAY - EMPTY VINEGAR FROM BAS IN - MAN IS YOURS 

direct ion it wanta go . An ' when hit dry , yo ' take 
yo ' - de lower part o f  yo ' . 

(Of your body . Down near the pr ivates ? )  

lay dem down in dat bottle 
stopp er . An ' yo ' take it 
an ' put dat in a basin o f  
vinegah , an ' git chew a black 
rag an ' put inside da t .  An ' 
yo ' boil it fa ' ' bout fif
teen minutes on a s tove . An ' 
when yo ' take de black rag 
up , why yo ' j es ' hang it up 
on a line on yore back po ' ch , 
an ' let de air carry it evah 

it an ' weah it lowdown on 

Yes . An ' ah don ' care where he be , he would have tuh come tuh yo ' . But be 
sure dat yo ' throw de bo ttle away . Throw it away . Don ' t have anythin ' mo ' tuh 
do wit it aftah yo ' do dat . An ' yo ' will br ing ' im tuh yuh , an ah don ' care 
where he is . 

(You take this bottle full o f  Hearts Co logne and you dr ive three needles down 
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into the stopper . Then you put thi s in a pan o f  vinegar - thi s bottle . Then 
you put a b lack rag over the pan .  But the rag mus t  be in the vinegar . )  

D e  rag mu s t  be in de vinegah an ' de vinegah must come a li ' le above it , where 
it won ' show de rag ; but j es '  come a li ' le above de b o tt le an '  de rag . An '  wrap 
de b ottle up in de black rag . An '  den yo ' take a li ' le fo ' k  [ fork] - r emembah , 
don ' put chure han ' s on i t  - an ' shake dat rag out . An '  den yo ' take i t  an ' hang 
i t  up on a line . Don '  wr ing i t , j es '  let de watah dreen [ drain ]  out j es '  as it 
will .  Let it dry . Aftah it dry , den yo ' fix it on , an '  yo ' throw de b o t t le 
away , an ' throw de vinegah out de basin . ' Cuz ah done dat mahself . [ Sumter , 

3 t o  6 NEW PINS OR NEEDLES IN BED - CANNOT SLEEP 
s .  Car . , (1380) , 24 5 0 : 1 . ]  
9 7 95 . Ah heard they kin fix 
needles o r  p ins an ' put ' em  

in yore b ed an '  yo ' can ' t  r e s t  to s leep in that bed . 
(Do they put any number o f  needles in there? Or p ins? ) 
Three - from three t o  six ,  dat ' s  whut ah ' ve heard o f .  
(Either needles o r  p ins , o r  both? ) 

Needles o r  p ins , brand-new ones nevah been used . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1133) , 
1939 : 7 . ]  

9 7 9 6 . Ah do know o f  cros sin ' three p ins . Whut dat r e ' lly means - cros sin ' 
three p ins mean dat in a very shor t time s ome per s on is li ' ble tuh git s tobbed 

CROSS 3 P INS LIKE 6 SPOKE S OF WHEEL - OVER DOOR 
ONDER WHI CH VICTIM WALKS - KILLED IN 3 MONTHS 

[ stabbed ] or shot or cut . 
(Where do you c r o s s  these 
three pins ? ) 
Cro ss dese three p ins up ovah 
yore d o ' . Place dem three p ins 
up ovah de do ' j es '  lak yo ' put 

one in each diff ' ren '  spot : one [ p in ]  at dat run [ over first pin ]  an ' [ third pin] 
right acro ss dat run . [ Like thi s � arrange 3 p ins . ]  An '  puts [where ]  d e  p er
son walk undah it . Well , in one � o r  two months , or in three months , he ' ll 
b e  cut , shot o r  stobbed . [ A  similar six-spokes-of-wheel rite follows this r i te . ] 

CROS S 3 NEW NEEDLES IN FLANNEL RAG FORMING 
6 EQUAL ANGLES OR 6 OP EN TRIANGLES OR 6 SPOKES 
OF A RIMLE S S  WHEEL - BURY UNDER S TEP S - TROUBLE 

[Waycross , Ga ., (111 1 ) ,  1 7 84 : 1 0 . ] 
9 7 9 7 . Yo ' take needles an ' p in 
' em in a flannel rag , an ' i t  

mu s t  b e  needles d a t  have nevah 
been used , an '  yo ' wrap dem in 
a angle an ' fold ' em in a angle , 
an ' dat brings a lotta trouble . 
(How many needles did you say? ) 

Three . See , yo ' stick dem 
t hrough de flannel lak dat [ d emonstrates ] ,  chew know, an ' den lak dat . 

(Like the spokes o f  a wheel? ) [ Se e  diagram in preceding r ite . ] 
Yeah . D en yo ' wrap s dem up an ' yo ' bur ies ' em .  
(Where d o  you bury them? ) 
Undah de step s . [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 29) , 2 7 33 : 9 . ] 
9 7 9 8 . Ah ' ve heard dey kin use three straight p ins an ' three needles an '  John 

de Conkah :Poo t an ' bury it der e . 
(Where? ) 
Undah de house . 
(What will that do ? )  

Dey say dat will run de p er son out o f  de house . 
(Well , will they put tho s e  pins in any way? ) 
Well , dey stick ' em s trai ght down in de root , dey say in de middle wit dem 

needles around i t . 
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(The needles around the 
root . )  

S TICK 3 P INS IN ONE S IDE OF A JORN DE CONKAH ROOT 
3 NEEDLES IN OTHER S IDE - BURY ROOT UNDER HOUSE 
THIS WILL RUN AWAY PERSONS L IVING IN THAT HOUSE 

Dat ' s  r ight , an ' three p ins . 
(Right in the center of the 
hous e . ) 
Anywhere under de house . 
(Do you put the three p ins 

on one s ide and the needles on the other o r  what ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
(Or do you put f ir s t  one p in and then a needle? ) 

Three p ins in ro tation , three needles in ro tat ion . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (119 5 ) , 
2 01 3 : 1 3 . ] 

(d ) . FOUR NEEDLES OR PINS 

9 7 9 9 . Well , ah heered de way a man [ cunj ureman ] handles a woman [ for a woman 
cl ient ] j es '  ab out t akin ' ' er [ away from cl ient ' s  man ] . An ' s he wanted d i s  woman 

TO S EPARATE WOMAN FROM MAN IN 3 DAYS - CROSS 
4 NEEDLES - NAME THEM - PUT UNDER HER S TEPS 

ranned away [ from her man ] . S he 
went tuh dis woman ' s  house an ' 
took fo ' needles an ' cros sed ' em 
a t  ' er do ' s tep an ' named dem .  An ' 

when she named de needles , de woman left in three days a ftah , an ' ' er [ c l ient ' s ] 
husban ' come b ack . See . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 2 2 ) , 2 5 6 2 : 2 . ] 

4 NEEDLES - BURN THEM - CROS S 2 OVER FRONT DOOR 
CROSS 2 OVER BACK DOOR - KEEPS LAW AWAY 

9 80 0 . ( What would you do with 
that ? )  
You take you three needles [ see 
correc t ion later ] . 
(Three needles? ) 

Yes , sir , an ' s t ick - i t  b e  
four need les . S e e ?  Two go this way and two that way . Make a "X" o f  ' em .  Burn 
' em and make a "X" o f  ' em and hang ' em up . Put one over and the other two over 
this door here l ike that . Three go this here , and put one on that door , and one 
on the b o ttom .  

[ This confuses the numb er o f  needles . ] 
(How many needles did you take? ) 
Four - acro s s  - b urnt cro s s , yo ' see . 
(You cr o s s  the p o ints over the front door and then you cross the p o int s over 

ano ther door - the b ack door ? ) 
Yes . 
( But you burn those needles fir st? ) 

Yeah , burn ' em firs t .  
( I  see . To keep the law away? ) 

Yes . 
( I  see . ) [Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 0 ) , 1059 : 6 . ] 
9 801 . Take fo ' p ins - j es '  lak if yo ' would rent me a house or s omep in lak 

dat ; if yo ' would rent me a house an ' ah ' d  g i t  b ehin ' . All r ight , yo ' came 

4 NEW P INS - WHILE CALL ING "DE THREE GODHAID" 
ARRANGED IN FORM OF CROS S AT RENTMAN ' S  DOOR 

d own - in de mawnin ' when ah come 
d own ,  yo ' d  b e  gone . S ee ,  somp in 
lak dat , yo ' goin '  put me out , 
undahstan ' . Well , now , ah lak 

de place an ' ah wanta s t ay dere . Well , de thing ah ' m  goin '  do , ah ' m  goin '  g it 
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me fo ' pins - fo ' s traight p ins dat ' s  nevah been used . Ah kin take ' em an ' drop 
' em in a kinda of a cro s s-lak ; one heah , one heah , one dere an ' one dere . 

(Like a cro s s  - like four point s in a cro s s ? ) 
Oat ' s  r ight . Den ah kin call De ThPee GOdhaid. 
(How would you do that ? ) 
Ah would say , drop dis one , "Name o f  de Son , Name o f  de Fathah , Name o f  de 

Bleesed Holy Gho s t . Amen . " Den walk on tub yore do ' an ' knock an ' say , says , 
"Well , Cap tain [ evah whut chure name b e ]  ah haven ' t  go t all yore money . Ah 
got so much an ' so much . "  Well , he say , "Well , all right . S tay on an ' pay up 
when yo ' can . " 

(Where would you b ury those pins ? )  
Oh , don ' t  bury ' em atall . Yo ' j es '  drop ' em  in dem fo ' angles . 
(Where d o  you drop them ,  in his house or your house? ) 
In f ront o f  ' i s do ' .  
( In front o f  the owner o f  the house - in f ront o f  his door ? ) 
Oat ' s  r i ght , r i ght in f ront o f  ' i s do ' an ' knock on de do ' ,  an ' den yo ' tell 

' im  about de money whut yo ' has . [ I  failed to ask whether these 4 pins formed 2 
s eparate cro s s es + + or a cro s s  with 8 arms o r  spokes , a rimless wheel ; for 6 
spokes see No . 9 7 9 6 ; v . 4 ,  No . 57 2 0 . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1407 ) , 2 528 : 5 . ]  

9802 . Yo ' kin take now an ' git chew a b ran ' new pack o f  go ldeye needles an ' 
put one in each corner o f  yore house .  Yo ' know a house is go t fo ' corners to 

4 NEW NEEDLES BURIED AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
INCANTATION AGAINST LAW IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES 

i t , a hous e dat wuz made s t raight . 
An ' put ' em in each co rner . Have 
to dig a hole , ah think yo ' know , 
tub bury it . Yo ' know , yo ' bury 

it down in dat hole an ' say - but chew have tub say some words b ehin ' it , too , 
yo ' know . When yo ' say dat it keep de policeman away . 

(What words do you say b ehind that , do you know? ) 
Jes ' lak de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost .  Yo ' know , j es '  ah t o l e  yo ' whil e  ago , 

j es '  rep eat do se : Hope tuh God de po liaeman stay away� "In de Fathe:ra an ' de 
Ho ly Ghost . "  

(You don ' t  say the Son? ) 
No , dey don ' t  say de Son.  [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1424) , 2550 : 2 . ] 
9803 . Well , yo ' s ee ,  de house yo ' lives in has go t f our corners to it . Wel� 

it ' s  no rth , east , wes t , and south . Well , yo ' take a s imp le thing as a needle , 

9 NEEDLES - 1 IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUS E  
A T  MIDNIGHT AN D  I N  1 CORNER EACH NIGHT 
READ THE 10 COMMANDMENT S - AFTER 4 NIGHTS 
WRAP NEEDLES WITH LODESTONE - PUT OVER DOOR 
THIS FOR TRADE AND TO KEEP THE LAW AWAY 

one needle ,  an ' take that needle 
an ' put in each corner o f  your 
hous e .  An ' every night at twelve 
' clock yo ' read the T en Command

ment s in each corner o f  that hous� 
Like tonight yo ' read them in one 
corner an ' the next night yo ' read 

them in ano ther corner . An ' then af ter yo ' get that done , yo ' take the needles 
out wrap them up , b uy a l i t tle lodes tone , put the four needles in that and put 
them up over the door , tack it there , an ' leave it there . Yo ' kin get all the 
t rade you want . That will even keep the law away . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , 
( 1 0 2 5 ) , 1 6 58 : 11 . ] 

(e) . S IX NEEDLES OR PINS 

9 8 04 . I f  yo ' s  a keen farmah an ' lookin ' fo ' ' em tub break yo '  up , yo ' go git 
chew s ix needles , bran ' new , an ' take yore - now , heah ' s yore barn-facin ' ,  yore 
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barn door fac ing . 
(Fac ing of barn door? ) 
Yes . Yo ' make a way [ split 

Make a crack in dere wit chure 
with knife ] in dere an ' place dem needles in dere . 
knife so yo ' kin place dem needles in dere . But 

6 NEEDLES - 3 ON EACH SIDE OF BARN DOOR - UP THERE 
HEIGHT OF MAN - ALL IN HORIZONTAL LINE - EACH IN 
VERTICAL SLIT MADE NEEDLE-LENGTH IN DOOR BY KNIFE 
THESE SYMBOLS OF 3 HOLY NAMES PROTECT MAN ON FARM 

de eyes [ o f the needles ] ,  
three of ' em , an '  place ' em 
j es ' about de height o f  a 
man ' s body . Go up tuh dat 
do ' an ' put three [ needles ] 
on each side [ of the door ] . 

An ' yo ' ll f ind no breakin ' up of yore farm . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359) , 2 3 9 6 : 8 . ] 
9 8 05 . You take the [ 2 ]  needles . Yo u take a needle and you turn it one way ; 

one east and one nor th . [ These ] needles are cros sed , one po inting east , the 

2 NEEDLE S CROSSED IN BEDROOM - 4 NEW PINS CROSSED 
UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - A QUINCUNX - CROSSES HOUSE 

o ther no rth . ] And now that 
[was in the ] bedroom, what 
you left in there . You 
[ can ] take the pins and put 

' em in your bedroom j us t  thataway [ t he same way ] you see . [ For cro ssing 2 nee
dles or 2 pins in bedroom, see rite following this one . ] 

( I  see . Now wait a minute .  You cross two needles according to the direc
tions [you gave ] . You cross each like that [ I  demons trate ] .  Then you get four 
new p ins , and you by a [ some thing ] make ano ther cross? ) 

Yes , make ano ther cross . 
(All right . With tho se [ 4  new] pins . Then what do you do? ) 
Then you take it and you take a stocking and you put it  between the stocking . 
(Any piec e of  clo thes or any kind o f  • • •  ? )  
Yeah , any kind o f  clo thing . I j ust take a stocking for a parab le = [ example]  

but any kind piec e o f  clo thes - to be sure to put it right in the middl e .  And 
then you fold it . Fold it  up and you go bury it  right in the middle of  their 
house - up under the house . [ This "middle" of the house is the well-known 5th 
po int , the center of 4 o ther points , creating a quincunx , many examples of which 
have been given in HOODOO , see margin title QUINCUNX , p . 7 1 0 , v . l ,  and el sewhere . ]  
Gatta get up under the house and bury that . And they b e  crossed up . 

(That crosses them up . )  [New Orleans , La . , (859) , 1 3 6 7 : 5 . ] 
9806 . You can take a needle if you want to make a person sick and conf ined 

to bed . I f  you can get into their house and can cross two needles on the bottom 

CROSS 2 NEEDLES IN BOTTOM OF MATTRESS - STICK 4 
NEEDLES ONE IN EACH CORNER OF  HOUSE - SPRINKLE 
SALT IN 4 CORNERS - PERSON IN BED BECOME S ILL 

o f  the mattres s and push them 
in till they can ' t be seen from 
the out side , from the bottom 
o f  the mattres s ,  turn the mat
tress up . Then you take three 

[ four ] needles and stick them up in the co rners of the house . Get them back out 
o f  there even if you have to break them of f so they can ' t be seen . Each corner 
of the house . And then you sprinkle a little sal t in each corner , and you have 
the needle there , and as long as that person stays in that room and [with ] tho se 
needles and the salt - af ter they sweep of course there ' s a few grains of that 
sal t is go ing to remain in the corner - the person will j ust get sick and get 
up and down [ from s ick bed ]  and they can ' t get well unt il they remove tho se two 
needles crossed und er their bed . I f  they can f ind them and remove them they ' ll 
get all right ; and if they can ' t ,  they won ' t .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3) , 1 5 7 7 : 1 . ] 

9 8 0 7 . Well , dey takes a tin plates , new tin plates , an ' sulphur an ' six nee
dles to each plate . Take yo ' six plates an ' put chew six needles in each plate , 
an ' set ' em roun ' de spots yo ' gain ' dig at , an ' burn yore sulphur wit chure 
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6 TIN PLAT E S  - SMALL P ILE O F  SULPHUR I N  C ENTER 
OF EACH - IN EACH P ILE 6 NEEDLES IN CIRCLE 
POINTS INWARD - S ET THE S E  PLATES IN CIRCLE 
ROUND BURI ED TREASURE - BURN THE SULPHUR 
mr s WILL KEEP AWAY SP IRITS GUARDING TREASURE 

n eedles in dere wit de point s 
layin ' dead in de sulphur . An ' 
dat will keep ' way d e  sp irits 
from comin ' in . 
(When you are hunting money? 
Tho s e  point s are point ing to 
this lit tle b i t  of sulphur in 
that plate? ) 
In de center of de p lat e .  
(When you are hunt ing money? )  
When yo ' hunt in ' money . [ See 

a lso section SP IRITS GUARD BURI ED TREASURE , 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1242) , 2112 : 1 5 . ] 

pp . lll-13 5 ,  vol . l ,  and elsewhere . ]  

( f ) . 7 NEEDLES OR P INS 

98 08 . Yo ' take seven needles an ' yo ' take seven s traight p ins an ' yo ' take 
three nail s .  An ' yo ' kin take a quar t o f  wat ah an ' de s t oppah tub shet [ shut ] 
de quart b o t tle . An '  y ' o  kin put dem dere s even needles an ' dem der e s tr aight 

7 NEEDLES - 7 PINS - 3 NAILS - IN QUART OF WATER 
PUT IN STOPPER BUT NOT TOO TIGHT - PLAC E BOTTLE 
UNDER YOUR B ED - TO KILL VICTIM QUICKLY - HIT 
STOPPER WITH HAMMER OF WOOD [ MALLET ] 3 TIMES 
EVERY MORNING AT SUNRI S E  - CALLING VICTIM ' S NAME 
DIES IN 1 7  DAYS - TO LINGER PERSON HIT STOPPER 
ONCE AFT ER SUNSET - EITHER CAS E - STOPPER TIGHT 

p ins an ' dem three nails in 
dat quart o f  wat ah . An ' yo ' 
put dat stoppah in dere . S top 
it up , but don ' try tub s top 
it t ight . An ' yo ' place it 
at sun risin '  undah yor e b aid . 
An ' if yo ' want a kill a pub
son - lak yo ' want a kill ' im 
yo ' kin hit dat s t oppah wi t a 

hammah .  But yo ' don ' want no iron hammah ,  yo ' want s a kinda wooden hammah , yo ' 
uodahs t and . [Wooden hammer i s  rar e  in HOODOO . ]  An ' yo ' hi t dat a cert ain many 
t imes evah mawnin ' tub kill a puhson , an ' yo ' hit it one t ime af t ah it ' s  gone 
dawn , dat sun , j e s '  tuh lingah dat person - j es '  tub put ' im sick , where he b e  
DO mo '  good , j es '  lingahin ' .  An '  when dem needles rust out , he rust out . I t  
vun ' t kill ' im  r ight away . Take d em  nails an ' needles in dat quar t b o t tle , an ' 
yo '  kin hi t dat stopp ah three times where de sun rise an ' in s event een days he ' ll 
be daid • • • •  

[Here I turned o f f  machine too quickly and had to reopen c onver sat ion with a 
quest ion . ] 

(Where do you put this b o t tle then? Do you put i t  under the victim ' s b ed ? ) 
No sir , yo ' put i t  undah yore b aid , an ' when yo ' hi t dat , t ake i t  out evah 

.awnin ' -t ime yo ' git up , an ' hit dat stoppah an ' j es '  call [ the name o f ]  which 
aae yo ' want a do [ kill ] . I f  yo ' want ' im tuh lingah , yo ' kin hi t dat stoppah 
aae t ime ,  as de sun goin ' down , de sun s et t in '  in de weat ; an ' if yo ' wanta 
� ' im ,  yo ' kin hit i t  early in de mawnin ' three t imes . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , 
(1135 ) , 184 5 : 4 . ] 

( g ) . EIGHT NEEDLES OR PINS 

9809 . Well , now if yo ' is livin ' neah me an ' dey b r ings on confus ion b etween 
X an' yo ' which we c an ' t git along or make us bat up �it one 'nothah , yo ' kin 
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take eight s t raight pins . Eight s t raight pins now. Yo ' lay fo ' o f  ' em tuh yore 
front do ' .  Yo ' lays fo ' tuh yore back do ' .  An '  yo ' go in ' have tuh move ' way 

8 PINS - 4 HIDDEN POINT-OUT AT FRONT DOOR 
4 POINTS-OUT AT HI S BACK DOOR - IF ENEMY 

MAKE US BAT UP WIT ONE 'NOTHAH 
THI S RITE WILL RUN OUR TROUBLE-MAKER AWAY 

from dere . Yo ' can ' t stay.  
(Do they lay those in any part icular 
way? ) 
Well , yes , yo ' lay all de p ' ints back 
out at de front s t ep s , see . Jes ' lak 
yo ' go in de hous e , yo ' come up an ' 

go in de house over de s t ep , well , yo ' lay dose p ins lak dat , de p ' int s  p ' int in ' 
out p ' int in ' ' way from d e  house back an ' front . 

(That makes you move . )  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 0 ) , 1 58 9 : 8 . ] 

(h) . NINE NEEDLES OR PINS 

9 81 0 .  (That foot track , what d o  you do with that foot track after you get i t  
and put those pins and things i n  i t ? )  

Yo ' take hit , yo ' don ' t bury hit , yo ' lie hit on yore bedspring an ' yo ' sleep 
on hit . An ' he may go wi t ano thah woman but he won ' t ca ' [ care ] nuthin ' bout 

' er .  An ' in goin ' tuh d e  othah woman he ' ll pay 
9 NEEDLES AND A LOVE PROBLEM yo ' twice de ' t enshun [at t ention ]  dat he wi ll ' er .  
AND FOOT TRACKS AND ANT NEST But in goin ' wi t yo ' an ' l ovin ' yo ' o f t en ,  yo ' 

know , evah onae in a way he ' ll go tuh d i s  woman , 
but he won ' t int end in ' t uh stay cuz ah got a man lak dat . Him an ' me mean so 
much .  

(In o ther words , you will take this foot track in order t o  hold a man - that ' s  
all . )  

Dat hold ' im.  
(And you put those pins in there in order t o  keep o ther women away. You name 

them your enemies . ) 
[I am correc t ed ! ]  

Dat won ' t c omple t ely keep ' em away , but he ' ll b e  from undah dere influenc e .  
(When you name these pins you are thinking o f  other women , aren ' t you? ) 
Yessuh , dat ' s  de enemies . 
(They are your enemies and you want to keep them away from your husband or 

your man . ) 
Well , heah ' s  de o thah one . Yo ' see , womens doin ' lak dat , git t in '  d e  foo t 

track an ' pins , dat ' s  not all o f  i t . 
Yo ' see if a woman - now , ah don ' t know ' c uz ah ain ' t nevah did nuthin , but 

ah hear ' d  i t . [They] say , if a woman goin ' wi t chure man , he care de mos '  fo ' 
yo ' ,  an ' yo ' ain ' t  tryin ' tuh ,  yo ' know , d o  nuthin but jes ' tryin ' to keep de 
man a Zi ' Ze out de way ,  an ' she tryin ' tuh do somep in tuh ' im .  

Yo 1 mus t  always do lak d i s , say he goin ' wi t ' er an ' he ca ' mo ' fo ' ' er .  
Well , she ' s  got ' a  make him ca ' mo ' fo ' her d en he do yo ' .  Yo ' got ' a  g i t  ' is 
track den ,  but chew git it in a d i f f ' ren ' way. ' S tead [ instead ] of gittin ' it 
fahwahds ,  yo ' gits it b ackwahds .  But chew take it an ' yo ' ca ' it tuh a ant s  
[nes t ] - j i s '  lak , yo ' know , i n  d e  summah . J i s ' lak yo ' see a ant s nes t an ' 
ant s  t o t in ' d i r t  in an ' out . Dis is ca ' in '  [carrying ] it in j i s '  [ l ike ] ah ' m  
g i t t in '  love . Yo ' got ' a  git de woman ' s  t rack d i s  t ime , not de man ' s t rack . Git 
de woman ' s  track . Yo ' ca ' it tuh a ant s  nest where de ant s  totin ' dirt in an ' 
out an ' put i t  down dere . An ' yo ' go t uh put t in '  it down where de ant s  totin ' 
in dere . Yo ' know how ant s  tote in . An ' yo ' name de same thing : ' 'Name of de 
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Fathah, de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , make her l eave d is t own . " An' yo ' know , as 
yo '  thinkin ' [ all this ] yo ' spr inkle it . Well , j is '  as de ant s  tote it in , she 
got ' a  go . Well , dat ' s  d e  woman . 

Fo ' d e  man , well , yo ' d on ' t put i t  down in no ant s  nes t . J i s ' tie i t  up in 
a hans ' cuff [ handkerchief ] an ' yo ' got ' a  put nine pins in der e . 

[Here I turned o f f  machine thinking she had ended and had t o  restart by r e
p eat ing what had b een lost . ] 

(Put i t  in your b edspring? ) 
Put dat undah de haid of yore mattress an '  sleep on it . But de woman yo ' 

got ' a  f ind a ants nest where de ants totin '  in de d ir t .  
[ Informant now tells an experience o f  hers , an experience s imilar t o  the one 

told in , vol • • ] 
Dis wus a man pass in ' through [ town ] . Ah d idn ' t know ' im an ' he d idn ' t know 

me .  Ah wus on mah way tuh a party one night an ' he said , "Lady , " he said , "ah ' m  
hongry . Ah wan ' t s omepin tuh eat . I f  yo ' d give me twenty cent s , 1 1 an ' he said , 
"dat ' s  not de price , ah ' d  tell yo ' somepin . "  He wus a big mulatt o  man . He 
wer en ' t  no white man , he wus a colored man . 

Ah says , "Well , ah ' ll give yo ' mo ' den twenty c ents , "  ah said , "heah ' s  thir ty 
cents . "  

An '  heah ' s  whut he tole me . An '  he tole it s o  s traight . Ah had nevah s eed 
de man b efo ' an ' he had n evah seen me , but he tole me who [ what woman ] mah man 
vus gone wit an ' how he look ed an ' evahthing , an '  whut she wus tryin ' tuh d o , an ' 
vhut fo ' me tuh d o . An '  ah ' d  called ' im back an ' ah ' d  sweah d e  man wus cra zy . 
But ah d one whut he tole me [ to bring back my man ] . De dog ! �' dat walk r ight 
of f an ' left me . He come right back tuh me an ' ah ain ' t had no mo ' troub le wit 
1 im s ince . 

Ah wus dressed an ' ah s tart out tuh de par ty .  Well , i t  wus a b i g  mulatto man 
an '  he came rapped on d e  d o ' . He d id give his name but ah ain ' t  goin ' tell no 
s tory , ah cain ' t r emembah ' is name now . 

He says , "Well , where yo ' go in ' , lady? S ee yo ' dress ed . "  Ah an ' mah s i s tah 
[were going to the party ] , but ah ' m  j is '  talkin ' ' bout mahs el f . He wus talkin ' 
tuh me .  

He says , "Ah lak yore future . "  Aftah dis , ast ' im  tuh come in . 
Ah say , "Ah 1 m go in ' tuh a part y . "  
He says , "Whut part y  yo ' go in ' t o ? " He says , "Ah think ah mostly know wit ' out 

chew tell me . "  
Ah says , "Ah ' m  go in ' d own heah in Thomast own . "  [ I  said i t ] j is '  lak dat . 
He say , "Well , yo ' dr inkin ' . "  Dat wus ' is words . 
Ah said , "Ah ' m  drinkin ' ? " 
He say , "Yeah . " 
Ah said , "Ah d id have ' bout a d ime ' s dr ink but no mo ' . "  [ This was a dime ' s  

drink back in 1 9 3 9 , not in 1 9 7 6 , and i t  was the cheap es t  moonshine available . ]  
He said , "Well , yo ' go in ' tuh de part y  tuhnight . He ' s  daid an ' yo ' goin ' 

prepar in ' tuh raise hell . 1 1 Said , "But if yo ' gived me twenty cents • ah ' 11  t ell 
yo '  s omp in . "  

Ah say , "Well , whut chew gona tell me? "  
He says , "Yo ' worryin ' , "  says , "yo ' re not sat isf ied . "  HE SAYS , " IT ' S  A WMAN 

BUT SHE ' S NOT YORE COMPLEXION , 1 1 SAYS , "YO ' S KINDA TEASY , WHUT CHEW CALL CHOCOLATE 
BB..Olti , BUT DIS WOMAN I S  BLAC K . " He says , "Whut chew call a [ something ] or s ome 
k:inda black woman [ s omething ] .  Say , "But d is woman tryin ' t ake yore man . "  Dat 
vhut he said , " D i s  woman tryin ' uh take yore man . 1 1 

An '  he say , "When d is woman tryin ' ' uh take yore man ,  if yo ' give me twenty 
c:ent s ,  ah tell yo ' how tuh git ' im from ' er ' tent ion . "  An '  he say ,  "Ah oughta 
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charge mo ' den dat , "  he said , "but ah ' s  hongry an ' ah want somepin uh eat . "  But 
he wus a colored man . We wus ga in ' tuh a barbecue , ah an ' dis girl . 

Ah say , "Well , if yo ' come go tuh de party , ah ' ll buy yo ' somp in . " 
He say , "Well , if yo ' promise me fo ' shuah yo ' ll buy me somep in uh eat , ah ' ll 

pay yo ' ' fore yo ' gits dere . BUT IF YO ' DON ' PAY ME DE MONEY , WHUT AH TELL YO ' 
WON ' T  DO YO ' NO GOOD . " 

Ah said , "Well , come on . " 
He said , "Yo ' gain ' wit de man an ' , "  he said , "de man love yo ' an ' yo ' love de 

man , an ' , "  he say , "j i s ' lak he come an ' familiahize [ familiarize ] wit chew. He 
don ' t stay heah an ' life [ live ] wit chew ,  do he? " 

Ah says , "He sho ' don ' t . "  Ah says , "Me an ' ' im quit . "  Ah said , "He lived 
down dere wit dem othah wimmins ,  went crazy ' bout ' em . " 

He say , "Well , when he step out de [ do o r ] ,  j i s '  lak he step , yo ' go out an ' 
yo ' git ' is right fee t , git ' is r i ght track . " Says , "When he s t ep out , don ' chew 
g o  r ight b ehin ' ' im .  D e  t ime [ after ] he go , git ' i s right track . " 

Ah didn ' t even pay ' t ent ion . Ah put on mah coat , de one dat ah wuz weahin ' 
roun ' . 

He say , "Git it from de t o e  an ' rake it back tuh de heel , an ' git somepin 
kinda slick an ' , "  he say , "whut yo ' pick up on dere , t ake an ' t ie it up in a 
hans ' cuf£ . "  An ' he say , "When yo ' t ie i t  up in a hans ' cuff , yo 1 git nine straiglt: 
pins , an ' if dere any woman dat chew think he goes wi t , what evah dere name dat 
chew think i s  yore enemies , yo ' call ' em name by name . An ' j es '  as yo ' call ' em 
name by name , yo ' stick dat pin in dat hans ' cuff an ' dat dirt t ill yo ' git de 
nine p ins in dere . "  An ' [ he ]  say , "When yo ' git ' em in dere , hal ' up de haid o f  
yor e  matt ress an ' put it [ handkerchief with pin s ]  on yore springs , an ' let yore 
mattress fall back down an ' sleep on it . "  AN '  SAY , "HE ' LL COME TUH YO ' MO ' SO 
DEN HE ' LL GO TUH DIS OTHAH WOMAN . " SAY 1 "HE MAY GO BACK TUH D I S  OTHAH WOMAN BUT 
HE WON ' T  MEAN ' ER NO GOOD . HE ' LL MEAN YO ' DE GOOD . " 

(Then what else did he tell you about - there ' s  something else about gett ing 
rid of the women? ) 

About de girl . Well , he j es '  left an ' heah ah t hought that • • •  
He says , "Now , if yo ' wanta git rid o f  dis woman , if he go wit yo ' • • •  " She 

lived down on - ah live on [ something ] Street , 1001 1 an ' she lived on [ something ] 
S t r eet , way down a t  d e  [ something ] Garden . 

"Yo ' wanta git rid o f  dis woman he gain ' wit , "  say , "but i f  yo ' don ' t do it , 
if yo ' d o  lak yo ' did de firs ' t ime , it ' ll backward s an ' fo ' wards . If yo ' wanta 
git dis woman out of town , "  say , "yo ' go tuh her . She ain ' t comin ' where yo ' 
live , cuz she ' s scared o f  yo ' . "  Dat ' s  whut he said . " But chew go tuh ' er home . 
S he goes tuh wo rk evah mawnin ' . "  But he wun ' t lyin ' . She d o  go tuh work an'  ah 
know it . "Yo ' know whut kind a shoes she weahs? " 

Ah said , "Yah , ah do . "  
S ay , "Now , ah got de r ight feet of his ' n .  Yo ' git de left feet of ' er track 

an ' don ' t rake it fr om de t oe . " " See , "  [ says informant ] ah rake his ' n  from de 
to e . " [ He ]  say , "Yo ' take it from de heel . Take it up an ' put in a p iece o f  
papah an ' ca it tuh a ant s  nes t . " Now dis i s  a d i f f ' r en ' stor y .  

"Yo ' see how de ant s , "  he says , "wo rk all day . Yo ' ve seen dat . See , dey b e  
tot in '  it in b u t  d e y  don ' t t o t e  i t  out . When dey come out , dey come o u t  aftah 
ci ' in '  it t hrough [ the hole ] . "  J i s ' lak d o s e  ant s wit ' in dey nest , he don ' t 
nevah t o t e  out , he t o t e s  i n .  

He say s , "Yo ' t ake d i s  woman ' s  t rack an ' rake it from d e  b a c k  o f  ' er heel , de 
left foot , an ' ca ' it tuh a ant s nest . Go t ill yo ' find a ant s nest , totin ' in
an ' out , "  [ he ]  says , " i f  yo ' have tuh wait t ill de summ.ah. If yo ' cain ' t run tuh 
de south , "  say , "yo ' wait t i ll den [ warmer weather ] an ' dey ant s t o t in '  in . " 
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[ Down the coast from Maryland the " south" was always f arther s outh - author . ]  
An '  he say , "Yo ' j is '  stan '  up dere where yo ' see all dem red ants es t otin ' 

dat dirt intuh de hole , an ' yo ' has it in a papah o r  hans ' cu f f  an ' j es '  spr inkle 
it down , In de Name of de Fathah_, an ' de Ho ly Ghost_, whut do yo ' want wit mah 
man? An ' ah want mah man fo ' ah need mah man mahself. An ' j is ' drop it dere an ' 
spr inkle it . "  

An '  de ants will come p ick up dis dirt whut ah br ing from anothah place an ' 
dey goin ' tote it in der e .  An ' dat ' s  j is '  how she ' ll tramp [become a tramp , a 
wanderer ] .  When ah sprinkle it down dere an ' dey tote it , she ' ll have tuh leave 
dis town . I f  yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' er ,  yo ' j is '  carry it tuh a ants nest an ' 
yo ' ll be rid o f  de woman . 

He say , "De man goin ' stay ' cuz yo ' s  sleep in ' on ' is dirt undahhaid [ under 
your head ] . But de woman will have tuh leave town. She will leave de town an ' 
won ' t even know how she leave . " 

(Well , did you do that , then? ) 
DID All DO IT ? AH ' VE GOT ' IM BUT AH AIN ' T  GOIN ' STOLE [ STEAL ]  HIM . AH AIN ' T  

RUN ' ER YET , BECUZ IT AIN ' T  BEEN BUT A COUPLE OF MONTHS BACK .  WELL , YO ' KNOW, 
IT ' S  WINTAHTIME AN ' DE ANTSES AIN ' T  TOTIN ' IN TOO MUCH DIRT . IT ' S  WINTAH . 

But ah tried i t  ' bout put t in ' de p ins intuh him [ his f o o t  tracks ] .  BUT All 
KNOW ONE THING , HE ' S  QUIT [ HER] . BUT AH ' LL BE DOGGED IF AH AIN ' T  GOT ' IM .  I F  
SHE SEE HIM, SHE S E E  HIM ON DE FLY , ' CUZ SHE SHORE WON ' T  KETCH ' IM REG ' LAH .  

(Well , are you wait ing now unt il the ants c ome out before you run her ? ) 
AH ' M GONA "RUN" ' ER THOUGH . AH ' M JES ' AS GOOD TUH RUN ' ER AS All' M SETTIN ' 

IN DI S CHAIR. She go tuh work evah day r i ght by mah house . All ah gotta do -
ah ' m  gonna grab ' er left-feeted track an ' ah ' m  gona git me a ants nest . 

She ' s  de o nliest one give me trouble wit mah man , an ' s o on as ah git dat she 
won ' t give me no trouble . JIS ' AS FUR NO ' TH AS AH WANT ' ER TUH GO ,  SHE GOIN ' . 
AH ' M GONA NAME DE CITY WHEN AH ' M  DROPPIN ' DE DIRT AN ' WE SEE HOW FUR SHE ' LL GO .  
[ This woman had a good s to ry but she hopped around the room and kep t repeating 

and repea t ing . ]  [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1 2 9 0 ) , 218 7 : 4 . ] 
9 8 11 . [ The r ite that follows is a f olding-into-triangles r ite , a fairly c om

mon belief for which also see : Nos . 318 9 ,  35 2 7 ,  vol . 3 ;  8648 , 8 7 6 6  with diagrams , 
8 7 67 , 8 7 68 , vol . 4 .  There are also r ites f olding into squares : 3162 and 318 2 , 

vol . 3 ,  as well as f olding 
into oblongs , 3184 , vol . J . ] 

HERE IS ANOTHER VERSION OF THE TRIANGLE RIT E  
9 NEW PINS - SQUARE PIECE OF NEW HOMESPUN 
FOLD FROM YOU ONE CORNER OF CLOTH TO DIAGONALLY 
OPPOSITE CORNER MAKING 2 TRIANGLES - AGAIN 
FOLD TO OPPOSITE CORNER INTO 4 TRIANGLES - AGAIN 
FOLD TO OPPOSITE CORNER INTO 8 TRIANGLES - INTO 
THE 3 CORNERS OF THESE 8 SUPERIMPOS ED 
TRIANGLE S  - CROSS 2 PINS = 6 PINS - TURN OVER 
TRIANGLE AND IN C ENTER - CROSS 3 PIN PINWHEEL 
THI S DESI GN  I S  CARRIED IN POCKET FOR LUCK 

Yo ' buy a papah o f  p ins -
aw, j es '  as much as yo ' wanta . 
Yo ' git nine new p ins .  Listen 
now , git chew a p iece of new 
homespun c l o th ' bout dat long 
[ demons trates ] .  
(About s ix  o r  seven inches 
long . ) 
Yes s uh , an ' yo ' fol ' dit . Yo ' 
see yo ' f o l ' dit dis way first 
[ demons trates ] .  
(Go ing away from you first . )  
Den yo ' take it an '  f ol '  dit 
back lak da t .  Yo ' understan '  

now, dat ' s  two f old dere den . Den yo ' f o l ' dit again . All r ight . Yo ' take two 
p ins - now listen .  Two new p ins an ' make a stah [ star ]  in d is cornah , an ' take 
anothah two [ new p ins ] - dat ' s  f o ' ain ' t i t ?  An '  put a stah in dat cornah . Den 
dat in de f irs ' cornah . Den in de cornah dere yo ' make yore firs ' lap . All 
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right 1 now dat ' s fo ' [pins ] . Den yo ' take two an ' put ' em  straight up an ' down 
on dis s ide dis way . Po int it dat-a-way 1 dat sharp point . Den yo ' take two mo ' 
an ' turn it down an ' take de middle an ' turn it  lak dat [demonstrate s ] . Dat ' s  
nine . An ' to te it in yore pocket or  in yore pocketbook . Dat will give yo ' all 
de sharp luck yo ' want . 

(Just to be sure of  that . Suppo se you show me how you wrap that up now. How 
you fold that . )  

All r ight 1 ah will . L isten now . Yo ' see 1 dis is a cornah 1 an ' dere ' s  ano thah 
cornah 1 but it may b e  j es '  about dat odd 1 yo ' see . Cut in a cornah . Den yo ' 
turn dat cornah lak dat . Dat ' s one fold isn ' t it?  

(Yes . ) 
All r ight 1 yo ' take dis ovah heah lak dat . Dat two fold isn ' t it? 
(That ' s  two folds . )  
When yo ' take dat ovah dere 1 dat ' s three ain ' t it? 
(That ' s  the whole p iec e you are talking about ? )  
Yeah 1 dat ' s de whole p iec e . 
(Now wait a minute 1 you ' ve got the paper now . ) 
[ I  hand informant a piec e  of  paper to fold . ] 
Ah think dis ' ll be  a l ittle b it too large [b egins to fold ] . 
(You fold it . All right 1 now there ' s  the p iec e . Wait l Now you fold over one 

corner - you fold one corner over the other corner . Then you take the other cor
ner and fold i t  over the other corner 1 as if you were making a little [ paper ] hat 
that you put on your head . ) 

Dat ' s  r ight . Den yo ' takes an ' fold it dere . 
(Then you take one of  tho se and fold it l ike you are making a little boat 

now? ) 
Dat ' s it . Now yo ' take dis an '  yo ' make a stah on dis end . Two .  
(Two pins down there like a "V" in that corner? ) 
[ "V" is  no t the shape here . S ince informant call s it a "star 1 "  the two pins 

are cro ssed . ] 
Put de othah ones in dis  cornah . Dat one dere . Yo ' undahstan '  dat . Den yo ' 

take den ovah heah an ' yo ' put two . Dat ' s six isn ' t it? Don ' chew see? All 
right . Well 1 den yo ' take two mo ' of dem an ' turn ' em  down - on de opposite 
s ide 1 yes . Well 1 now dat ' ll be  eight 1 isn ' t it? Dat leaves a odd one 1 isn ' t 
it? Take de odd one an ' stick it right in de  middle . 

(Right in the center? ) 
Yeah. 
(You have four parallel p ins and the ninth [ f if th ]  crossing . Now wait ! At 

one end you have the two in the shape of  the "V" and then at the po int of  the 
hat you have two in the shap e of a "V" . And then in that triangle you have the 
four "V ' s" parallel 1 four up and two are down . Then you have the ninth p in 
across them . ) 

That ' s  correc t . 
(Now what do you do with that ? )  

Now yo ' take dat an ' yo ' will fold it lak dat 1 an ' to te it in yore pocket or 
in yore pocketbook 1  an ' it will give yo ' sharp Zuak.  An ' nobody can ' t hurt chew. 
[ Sumter . s .  Car . 1 (134 3 )  1 23 24 : 5 . ] 

9812 . Use de  pins an ' needle s .  Yo ' kin use it fo ' nine point s or eighteen 
points . Dat ' s  tuh make love an ' tuh hold a person . 

(How do they do that? ) 
Well 1 yo ' kin take yo ' a bran ' -new nine . Ah ' m  goin ' use nine po int s .  It ' s  

accordin ' tuh how many points . It runs from nine tuh eighteen po int s .  If yo ' 
go in ' tuh nine point s 1 yo ' kin git chew nine bran ' -new needles dat nevah been 
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used . An ' yo ' git chew nine bran ' -new p ins dat nevah been used , an ' yo ' take a 
piece of clot ' [any kind o f  cloth] lak d is [demonstrat es ] an ' yo ' run one needle 

9 PINS - 9 NEEDLE S - ALL NEW - STICK INTO CLOTH 
ALTERNATE : NEEDLE AND PIN - HEAD AND POINT 
WRAP UP TIGHT - HIDE UNDER ANY SIDE OF HOUSE 
DAT 'S TUH MAKE LOVE AN ' TUH HOLD A PERSON 

IF PERSON IGNORE S  YOU - REVERSE THE PACKAGE 

dat way an ' run one d is way , 
see [demonstrat es ] .  
(You alt ernat e them . ) 

Yes , but when yo ' put a needle , 
yo ' put a pin ;  yo ' put a needle 
an ' yo ' put a p in .  Dat ' s  de 
way yo ' do . [You alt ernate 

needles and p ins which are alt ernat ed heads and tails . ] An ' den yo ' wrap dat 
up - j es '  wrap it up good an ' t ight lak dat - an ' yo ' kin put dat somewhere ;  
seal [ conc eal ] dat undah each [any ] s ide o f  de hous e .  See . An ' yo ' kin control 
dose people by  dat needle . Now if  dey seems tub b e  cold towards yuh an ' yo ' wan' 
dem tub be friendly tub yo ' ,  yo ' go tub dose needl es an ' p ick ' em  up an ' j es '  
turn ' em aroun ' - r everse d em .  I f  yo ' got ' em  layin ' d is way [ demonstrat es ] j es '  
take d is end an ' turn it back heah . J est revers e it . Any t ime dat anything o c
curs wit chew an ' dat party , why yo ' j es '  reverse d o s e  needl es an ' dat ' ll keep 
' em  r ight tub yo ' .  Evah t ime yo ' revers e it , dat brings d er e  mind tub yo ' , see .  
An' yo ' us e dem [ the needles o r  the person o r  both] dat way . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(11 6 6 ) , 196 0 : 3 . ] 

9813 . Well , yo ' go 
an ' nine safety p ins . 

git chew nine needl es , nine p ins ; j es '  take nine needles 
Jes '  cross de needles an ' put de p ins up an ' dawn . See , 

9 NEEDLE S - 9 OPEN SAFETY PIN S  - CRO S SED IN CLOTH 
WRAP CLOTH - LAY OR BURY UNDER STEP S TO BRING 

CUSTOMERS AND TO RUN AWAY UNWANTED PERSON AND LAW 

heah ' s de needles crossed 
an ' heah ' s de safety pins 
acro ss dem. Lak if yo'  have 
a p iece o f  cloth heah [demon
strat es ] an ' yo ' stick a 

needle across in it dere , yo ' st ick a safety p in lak dat [demonstrates ]  but don ' t 
hook it . 

(You put the safety pin across this needle r ight in the cloth . )  
Dat ' s  r ight , but don ' hook it , undahs tan ' .  An ' yo ' take dat den - aftah yo ' 

git ' em in dere , yo ' take dat p iece o f  cloth , if dey anywhere aroun ' neah an ' 
j es '  take i t  - yo ' ain ' t gotta bury it if  yo ' don ' wanta .  Yo ' kin wrap it . Yo ' 
kin bury i t  middleways of d e  step s , i f  yo ' git undah der e .  Go right middleway 
o f  yore step s . Don ' t have [ to ]  bury i t  o r  yo ' kin do it , j es '  in de middleways 
of de step s . Dey ain ' t go in ' stay dere long ' fore dey be gone . 

(This will move them out . )  
Yes s ir , dey won ' come roun ' . Dey won ' even come up dat steps no mo ' . 
Dem same nine needles ah ' s  tell in ' yo ' ' bout , dem same nine needles , yo ' ll 

cross de firs ' one across . Put de needles ' cross an ' de  pins straight up an ' 
down - de safety p ins . 

(Get a p iec e o f  cloth like that ? )  
Yes , an ' put d em  in dere an ' let ' em  stay in dere , an ' put it ' way somewhere .  

' St ead [ instead ] o f  ' im goin ' off , he ' ll stay roun ' dere . D e  person dat ' s  b een 
bothahin ' yo ' is goin ' tub leave dere , an ' de law ain ' t hardly goin ' come . Dat ' s  
whensomevah yo ' wants tuh run dis person dat ' s  bothahin ' yo ' , an '  whensomevah yo ' 
wants yore customah tub come tub yore house an ' de police tub stay away . [ Fay
et t eville N .  Car . , (14 5 0 ) , 2 6 3 5 : 2  & 5 j oined . ] 

9814 . Ah .don ' t know what de herb are , but yo ' take dem nine needles if a 
woman come tub yo ' [ informant thinks I am a doator] an ' want a man . He [ the 
want ed man ] got anothah woman an ' she want tub git ' im . He [doator] tell ' er 
tub take nine needles an ' put ' em  on a thread . Have one j es '  a li ' l  bit ' bove 
de othah . [ In formant is illustrat ing . ]  Jes ' come right on - nevah let ' em  b e  
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even - j es '  come a li ' l  b i t  above de o thah .  An ' tell ' er tuh take dem nine nee-

TO TAKE A MAN AWAY FROM ANOTHER WOMAN 
THREAD 9 NEEDLES ONE ABOVE THE OTHER 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP WITH UNKNOWN HERBS 
WANTED MAN COMES BUT NOT OTHER WOMAN 

dles an ' b ury ' em undah de do ' s tep . 
Wel l , evah who [ whoever ] dis man is , if 
she wan ' ' im, he ' s  comin ' an ' de [ other ] 
woman can ' t [ do anything ab out i t ]  ' cuz 
she got ' er wit dem needles , see . Now , 
ah know dat ' s  t r ue cuz • • •  
(She can ' t come , why? ) 
She can ' t come where he is , no s ir .  

She can ' t g o  tuh save huh l i fe . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 261) , 214 3 : 3 . ] 

THREAD 9 NEEDLES - OVER DOOR - BRINGS LOVER 
9 81 5 .  Take nine needles an ' string 
' em with a thread , string ' em up 
ovah yuh front doah , an ' make any

one yo ' love come tuh yuh . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 20 5 ) , 113 : 5+8 5 . ]  

THREAD 9 GOLDEYE NEEDLE S - STICK INTO CORK STOPPER 
PUT THI S IN PERSON ' S  MATTRE S S  - CANNOT REST ON IT 

9 8 1 6 . Gi t nine goldeye nee
dles an ' put ' em on a s tring 
an ' put a cork s topper in de 
end of ' em [ st ick needles 

into s t opper ] an ' put ' em in anybody ' s  mat tre s s , an ' dey won ' t rest dere . Dey 
can ' t res t on dere . [ Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 1 3 4 ) , 184 2 : 6 . ] 

9 81 7 .  Git chew some needle s ,  lak a pack of needles , an ' j i s '  b e fo ' dey be 
used [ get new needles ] .  An ' lak - g o  r ight , [ point s ] lak dat dat person ' s do ' 
right dere . An ' g i t  dat needle , yo ' know , an ' dig dat needle [ into the door ] , 

9 NEEDLE S CRO S S ED IN DOOR MAKE S PERSON MOVE 
yo ' know . Plant it j is ' lak yo ' 
dig it in roun ' lak dis [ demon
s t rates ] .  Dig one lak dis , put 

one lak dat , an ' take one , yo ' know , cro s s in ' it right in front [ o f ] dat per
son ' s do ' .  See . [ Al l  this has b een acted out . ] An ' when dose needles b egin 
tuh git rus ty ,  wel l  dat j i s '  begin tuh make ' em up set in de house , yo ' see . It  
will make ' em upset wit de landlord an ' den de landlord put ' em out . [ The pre
ceding dat dat = that that = that is that = like that is that person ' s door . ] 

(On that door , you put one needle like that [ I  demons t rate ] ,  and then you put 
one needle like that . Follow me [ pay at tention ] . You put one needle like that , 
then you put one on top of it like that , and then you put another one on top l ike 
that . You j us t  keep cro s s ing them . How many do you put in there? ) 

Yes , yo ' put nine . 
(That is al l you have t o  do , us e those nine needles? ) 
Use those nine needles .  [ Algier , La . , ( 1 5 9 0 ) , 29 8 6 : 5 . ] 
9 81 8 .  Dey ' ll t ake dat an ' dey ' ll go t uh verk [ work ] cuz dey kin git nine 

needles - now l i s ten ,  nine needle s .  S top dat up , put dat in a b o t t le an ' dey ' ll 

9 NEEDLE S AND VICTIM ' S BATHWATER 
BOTTLED UNDER DOORSTEP KEEPS HOME 

9 N EEDLES STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE - UNDER STEPS 
SAYING : "GIT OUT CHURE YO ' DAMN DEVIL ! GO ! "  

turn dat cross yuh s tep - cro s s  
de do ' s t ep - an ' yuh can ' t go , 
nei thah cross it . 
(They put this b ath water of 
yours in this bottle t o  keep you 
in the house . )  [ Charles ton , S .  
Car . , (j us t be fore 51 7 ) , 6 03 : 3 . ] 
9 8 1 9 . Wel l , i f  i t ' s  anyb ody dat 
yo ' wanted tuh move outa de house , 
yo ' take nine needles an ' put i t  
in a bot t le an ' s top it up t ight , 

an ' b ury i t  undahneat ' de s tep s an ' tell ' em ,  "Git out chere yo ' damn devil ! 
Go l "  Wel l ,  dey ' ll go . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1 21 0 ) , 2 0 4 6 : 1 2 . ] 
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9 8 20 .  Lat sa people dey take nine needles , bran ' -new needles an ' dey git a 
piece o f  lodes tone an ' put ' em in dis way an '  dat-a-way [ demonstrates ] • • • •  

(Now wait . [ I  try to repeat informant ' s  demons trat ion . ]  Put in this way 
and that way? ) [ I  am making a cross . ]  

Yes sir , cross [ demonstrates ] .  
(Cross them all . ) 

An ' den yo ' go t uh a blacksmi th shop an ' git chew some anvi l dust , de steel 
from de anvil where dey make d e  iron , an ' put it in dere . An ' git chew a piece 

9 NEW NEEDLE S - LODE S TONE - ANVIL DUST - SILVER DIME 
PUT EVERYTHING IN FORM OF CRO S S  - S EW INTO BAG 
FEED THI S HAND WITH WHI SKEY - LET NO ONE TOUCH IT 
YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE S ILVER MONEY 

of lodestone an ' put t en 
cen t s  [ a  silver dime ] in 
it . I t ' s  lucky tuh yuh 
if yo ' keep it an ' let 
nobody touch it . Feed it 
wi t whiskey . Yo ' ll  always 
have silvah money . 
[ Even during my collec ting 

days back in 1 9 3 8  the p receding anvi l dust never saw an anvil ; it caae from ma
chine-shop filings . Anvi l dust and steel dust were the same thing , depending 
upon age , si z e , color , etc . ] 

[ In the following comment I am no t talking for informant ' s  benefit , I am an
no tat ing fo r the future . ] 

(Now in put t ing these needles , you put one needle like that , and then you put 
another needle on there like that - like a cross , sor t of like little squares , 
like t ick- tack- t oe . ) 

Yes . [ Everything is arranged or sprinkled int o  the form o f  a cross before 
the combined mat erials are put in the bag . ] [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 1 ) , 885 : 8 . ] 

9 8 21 .  Ah ' ve hear ' d  dey could bury - dey t ies nine needles togetbah an '  grease 
dem wi th de grease dey call axle grease an ' bury dem dat ways . An '  hit on dem 

TIE 9 NEEDLE S TOGETHER - GREASE WITH AXLE GREASE 
BURY IN FRONT OF DOOR - OR DIVIDE INTO 3 GROUP S 
TIED - BEFORE DOOR - HIT E I THER ONCE DAILY 9 DAY S 
DAT 'S TUH DRIVE A PERSON AWAY • • •  JES ' DIE 
NAILS COULD B E  SUBSTITUTED FOR NEEDLE S 

nine times , no t hit dem all 
on de same mavnin ' .  Dey bury 
' em in three parts in front 
of de do ' an ' hit ' em  nine 
times fo ' nine .avoiD ' s .  
(Hi t them once each morning? ) 
Once each mawn.in ' an' dat 

will - dat ' s  t uh drive a per son away 
Nails also [ can b e  used ] . 

yo ' know , j es '  die . Yo ' ll j es '  fade away . 

(Ei ther nails , or needles and pins? ) 
The pins , eithah nails . 
(And the needles . And you put three , in group s o f  three . And you aust hit 

each one o f  those once? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454) , 2 6 4 3 : 20 . ] 
9 8 2 2 .  Yo ' j es '  take nine pins , dat i f  yo ' got anybody an ' don ' t  want ' em 

around yo ' .  Yo ' j es '  take nine pins an ' stick ' em  up in a roll or somp in yo ' 

9 P IN S  - HIDDEN IN HOUSE - EACH MORNING 9 DAY S 
PULL OUT P IN - WALK OUTS IDE - THROW OVER LEFT 
SHOULDER - LAST DAY VICTIM WILL LEAVE TOWN 

got in de bouse , so no body 
couldn ' t see ' em . An '  evah 
mawnin ' yo ' git up fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s an' yo ' pull one dose 
pins outs an' j es '  t hrow it 

right ovah yore shouldah . Walk on outside an '  throw it ovah yore shouldah j es ' 
lak nobody see where yo ' throw it . Nobody know wbut chew do in ' . Jes ' evah 
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' d e  las ' day he ' s  gone . He ' ll leave dat t own . 

(You put these pins in his house and you throw them. Show me how you throw 
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them over your shoulder . )  
Jes ' ' sposed tuh throw ' em dat ways . 
(Over the left shoulder . )  

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 0 9 ) , 2 6 7 7 : 6 . ] 
9 8 2 3 . Dey kin bury nine needles . P o int de nine needles up an ' put dem intuh 

de groun ' . An ' yo ' walk ovah dem nine needles . An ' dey have de p o ints right 

9 NEEDLES OR 9 NAILS BURIED POINTS UPWARD AT DOOR 
MAGICALLY CAUSE PAINS IN FEET PAS S ING OVER THEM 

s traight up from de groun ' 
an ' put dat right in de mid
dle of yore do ' .  

nails . Put nine nails wit dose nine needles an ' 
see , an ' dose p oints . Dat goes intuh yuh . 

An '  den dey kin put nine 
yo ' walk ovah dose nails , yo ' 

(You don ' t have to s tep on them? ) 
No , yo ' don ' have tuh s tep on ' em .  Dey have ' em buried , but dey have ' em 

pointed upwards . Yeah , dey has ' em  pointed upwards . 
(What would that do to you then? ) 
Dat would give yuh pains . [Waycross , Ga . , (1116) , 1 7 91 : 2 . ]  
9 8 24 . Why ah could come up tuh yuh ev ' ry day an ' git me a p in or eithah a 

needle . I f  ah don ' b orrah a pin from yuh ah ' ll b orrah a needle from yuh . Well , 

BORROW : 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - SALT - BLACK OR RED 
PEPPER - STOP UP NEEDLES AND PINS IN HOLE MADE 
IN GREEN TREE - IN 9 DAYS YOU WILL BE DEAD 

when ah git s  mahself nine 
needles an ' nine pins , well 
all right . Ah goin ' come an ' 
b orrah salt o r  eithah b lack 
peppah from yuh , or eithah 

red peppah from yuh . Well , ah done b orrahed an ' b orrahed it . Ah knows mah num
b ah what ah done got from yuh . Ah done got nine pins an ' nine needles from yuh . 
Ah take s ' em an ' carried ' em tuh a green tree , an ' ah takes an ' digs a li ' l  hole 
in dat green tree , an ' ah - see , ah got a cork s t oppah . An ' ah put dem needles 
an ' pins , drive ' em in dere , an ' ah take dis cork s t oppah an ' s t op ' em in der e .  
Well , i n  ab out nine days yo ' ll b e  daid . [ Informant names vic t im b y  intention ; 
b esides , vic t im has handled the articles . ]  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (591) , 7 6 2 : 6 . ] 

9 8 2 5 . [That ] create dissatis faction in a man ' s home . They kin take and b o t -
tle them .  Take so many pins and s o  many needles - ab out nine [ each] - so it ' s  

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - STICK INTO FLANNEL - PUT IN 
BAG - ADD SWEEPINGS FROM VICTIM ' S HOUSE - ALL 
BOTTLED - THI S CAUSES D I S SATI S FACTION THERE 

a odd numb er . You put them 
pins and needles , s t ick them 
through a piece o f  flannel . 
Roll ' em  up and drop ' em in 
a b ag .  Well , natchly in pass

ing in de house , in and out , i f  you kin get some of de dus t that they sweep up 
o f f  the floor , yo ' put s that in that b o ttle too . And as long as you keep it , 
why it causes a great dissatisfac tion in the home , so as t o  completely break it 
up . I t ' s  never known but dey use them needles and pins that way t o  c aus e dis
satisfac tion in the home . [Nor folk , Va . , (4 7 0 ) , 4 7 9 : 7 . ] 

9 8 2 6 . I f  you want somep in t o  happen , somepin t o  do , he said yo ' take nine 
needles an ' b ury ' em  ab out a foot deep in the ground , an ' [ take] a red onion an ' 

BURY 1 FOOT DEEP A RED ONION INTO WHICH YOU 
HAVE STUCK 9 NEW NEEDLES - OVERCOMES OBSTACLES 

put with it . An ' take one of 
those [packages ] of needles an ' 
s tick in that onion . An ' yo ' ll 
overcome all ob s ticles . He 

s aid they had t o  b e  go Zdeye needles . [Wilmingt on ,  N .  C ar . , ( 3 1 0 ) , 2 3 7 : 7+85 . ]  
9 8 2 7 . Tuh b r ing yore sweetheart b ack , take a han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' write his name 

in de centah o f  dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' fold it up . An '  yo ' git chew nine new nee
dles , sewin ' needles , yo ' undahs tan ' .  An ' aftah yo ' git dose needles , yo ' take 
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dose needles an ' yo ' stick one i n  dis  way [demonstrat es ] right intuh dat name , 
an '  yo ' stick one dat way , an ' one go dis way , one go dat way . But dey all 

WOMAN WRITES HIS NAME IN CENTER OF HANDKERCHIEF 
FOLDS IT - STICK INTO NAME 9 NEW NEEDLES - ALL 
IN CIRCLE POINTS INWARD - WI SH - KEEP IN CENTER 
OF HER BED UNDER MATTRESS - ABSENT MAN RETURNS 

gotta go intuh dat name . 
(All those points of those 
needles point into each other . )  
[The needles are in a rimless 
circle , points inward . ]  
Yassuh , goes intuh each othah . 
Ah ' 11 show yo ' • Dis is yore 
name but dey all gotta go intuh 

dat name . Well , yo ' take dat aftah yo ' git ' em all in dere an '  make yore wish . 
An '  take it an ' put it  up in de centah of yore baid undah yore mat tress . An ' den 
de  fo ' th day , why he ' ll surely come back tuh yo ' .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1447 ) ,  
2624 : 10 . ] 

9828 . Yo ' take de needles an ' yo ' git chew nine new needles an ' yo ' take 
yore bag ,  a li ' l  piece outa red flannen [ flannel ] .  An '  yo ' take dis red flannen 

9 NEW NEEDLES - POINTS TOGETHER - IN PIECE OF 
HIS SOILED CLOTHES - PUT IN RED FLANNEL BAG 
CRAWL UNDER HI S HOUSE - PUT UNDER HIS ROOM 
WELL , WHEN DEY RUST , YO ' GONNA GIT GONE 

an ' sew it j is '  lak a li ' l  bag .  
Well , anythin ' o f  ' is soiled 
clothes , whut he sweat s ,  somepin 
nex ' tuh ' is flesh . Well , yo ' 
put dat in dis bag . An ' now yo ' 
take dose nine needles . Turn all 

de p ' ints tuhgethah . Well , it ' s  lak if ah know yo ' room heah [ in the home where 
I was interviewing ] .  Well , ah ' ll come roun ' an ' put dis heah anywhere inside . 
I f  dis is  yore room , ah come an ' put it  in yore room , undah de room - yo ' know , 
bury it . [In the South small lowland houses are built o f f  the ground . ]  Well , 
[as ] long as yo ' stay dere - well , yo ' not goin ' stay dere much longah becuz , yo ' 
know , when dose needles begin - yo ' know , any needles dat ' s  in de groun ' where 
it ' s  kinda wet , it ' s  goin '  tuh soon rust . Well , when dey rust , yo ' gonna git 

9 NEEDLES IN SNUFFBOX UNDER DOORSTEP 
CAUSES PAINS IN PERSON CROSSING THEM 

9 NEEDLES IN HOMESPUN UNDER STEPS "BREAKS UP" 

gone . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
(1413) ' 2568 : 6 .  ] 
9829 . Dey put nine needles , dey 
say , in a snuffbox an ' bury ' em  
at a do ' step . Dat ' ll make de 
person be  painful as long as dey 
cross ' em.  [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1147) , 1870 : 9 . ] 
9 8 3 0 .  Yuh kin take nine an ' put 
[ usually stiak ] ' em intuh a piece 
of homespun cloth , an ' bury it 

undahneath de steps , an ' dat ' ll break ' em up , de man an ' woman , whoevah it is . 
[N eedles and homespun ar e usually new . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (3 36) , 274 : 9+85 . ] 

9831.  An '  den a p erson kin take needles an ' put ' em in a - up undah yuh 
house . P ut so many needles undah dere , nine needles undah yuh house , right wheah 

9 NEEDLES IN A ROW - POINTS UP 
UNDER HOUSE - UNDER HEAD IN BED 
IN NINE DAYS YO 'LL BE DAID 

yuh haid is , right on dere . An ' dea nine 
needles will kill yuh in nine dasy. In nine 
days yo ' ll b e  daid . 
(You put them under where you sleep . )  

Undah wheah yo ' sleep . Dey go up undahneat ' 
de  house . An '  stick nine needles up dere in a row wit de p ' ints up. An '  dem 
nine needles in nine days , yo ' ll git sick,  an ' ' fore de nex ' nine days out , yo ' 
daid . [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , (7 25) , 9 95 : 6 . ] 

9832 . [Here is a rite said to come from Doato� McKinna , who has b een ment ion-
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NAME 9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES THE VICTIM - BURY 
IN A GREEN TREE - IN DE NAME OF DE WRD 

DAT FELLAH • • • HE BURIED 'EM FUR • • •  MADE HIM SICK 

ed s omewhere el s e  in the print ed 
t ext . ] 
Take nine goldeyed needles . 
(These men down at Clinton 
[ North C arol ina ] , you s ay were 
root doctors ? )  
Yessuh . 
He [ one o f  these root doctors ] 
g ive a man nine goldeyed nee-

dles . He named ' em ,  evah one [ o f  the needles ] an '  he had dis man [ client ] tuh 
take ' em  tuh a green tree an ' bury ins ide o f  a green t ree , In de Name of de Lord.  
An '  dat f ellah h e  buried ' em  fur , h e  went t uh b ed .  H i t  [ i t ]  made him s ick . 

(What did he d o , name each needle the same man? ) 
No suh ,  name de needles . [ Informant misunders tands my ques t ion . ]  Lak ah 

s aid , dere nine in de family , he name ' em evah one of dem .  [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (1440) , 2 6 10 : 4 . ] 

9 8 3 3 . Dey g it nine needles an ' t ie ' em tuhgethah an ' dey ' ll put ' em in a 
bot tle , but wit de point o f  ' em down lak dis - de haid part up . [Normally points 

TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER AND PUT POINTS-DOWN IN 
BOTTLE UNDER STEP S - PAINS PERSON WALKING OVER 

should be up , see No . 1 etc . ] 
Jis ' t ie ' em  tuhgethah . An '  
bury i t  undah de s t ep s , an ' dey 
s ay dat ' ll put a puhson [ walk

ing over them ]  in pain . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (11 7 9 ) , 1 9 9 2 : 2 . ] 
9 8 3 4 . Take nine new p ins an ' stick ' em down in de ground , an ' when dey s t uck 

dere see , p eople come by an ' p ick ' em up . Why when dey p ick up de firs t one , yo ' 
know , dey commence havin ' pains . Den de mo '  p ins dere b e ' s ,  de mo ' bad o f f  dey 

TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER AND PUT PO INTS-DOWN IN 
BOTTLE UNDER STEP S - PAINS PERSON PAS SING OVER 

gits - de worsah dey g it .  
(You put tho s e  down so that they 
will be p icked up ? )  [ Perhap s 
this knowledge that the p ins 

will b e  p icked up is b as ed up on the well-known folklore rhyme : See a pin� piak 
it  up; a ll tha t  day you ' ll have good luak - see Hyat t : Folklo r e  from Adams C ounty 
Illinoi s ,  2nd ed . ,  No . l0 4 9 4 , p . 4 7 8 . ] [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 0 6 ) , 2 6 73 : 21 . ] 

DRIVE 9 P INS OVER THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE 
IF 2 DOORS - 5 P INS OVER ONE - 4 OVER OTHER 
THI S  I S  WHAT PERSON DOES TO STAY IN HOUSE 

do ' ;  an ' i f  yo ' g o t  j is '  two d o ' s ,  yo ' mus t 
put ' em ovah de two do ' s .  

9 8 3 5 . Ev ' y  do ' d ey got wher e  yo ' 
have tuh come in an '  out 1 undahs tan' 1 
s t ick nine p ins up dere . [ D ivide 9 
pins among the doors . ]  I f  yo ' got 
three do ' s ,  put three ovah d e  [ each] 

' vide [ d ivid e ]  it [ the nine pins ] an ' 

(Put four over one and five over the other . What kind o f  nails [ p ins ] do you 
put over there? ) 

J i s ' dre s s  p ins . 
(Jus t ordinary s traight p ins . Do you put them in any particular way? ) 

No , j is '  s t ick ' em  in dere s t raight lak dat , lak yo ' would a nail , but don ' 
drive ' em up . 

( I  s ee ,  j us t  t ap them in s o  they will s t ay .  Tap them in a little b�t s o  they 
won ' t fall out . That is supposed to keep that house? ) 

Dat ' s  whut dey t ells me . 
(The p erson that wants t o  s t ay in the hous e and don ' t  want to b e  p u t  out will 

do that ? ) 
Yeah , j is '  any way , yo ' know [ to s t ay in the hous e ] . [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , 

( 9 8 7 ) , 1 5 9 3 : 5 . ] 
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983 6 .  Git chew nine needles . Yo ' have tuh g i t  de goldhead [ usually go ldeye ] 
needles an ' put five of  ' em haids up an ' turn fo ' of ' em [ heads ] points down . 

9 GOLDHEAD NEEDLES - ALTERNATE HEADS - 5 UP 4 DOWN 
BURY AT FRONT GATE - NOTHING CAN HARM YOU 

An ' yo ' kin bury dem at 
chure gate where de people 
walk ovah - at de front 
gate . An '  nuthin in de 

world will do yo ' any harm . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1121) , 18 03 : 8 . ] 
983 7 . Why ah heard dat chew git needles an ' yo ' git a p iece of red flannel . 

An '  yo ' take nine needles an ' fold dat flannel . Take nine needles , stick five 

9 NEEDLES STICK INTO RED FLANNEL - 5 ONE WAY 
4 THE OTHER - WET WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - SEW 
INTO ANOTHER CLOTH - IN  HOUSE CAUSES TROUBLE 

dis way an ' fo ' de nex ' [ opposite ] 
way . Den yo ' git Heart Co logne 
an ' wet dat an ' sew dat up in 
somep in . Place it anywhere an '  
dere will b e  confusion in your 

house from den until yo ' move . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1214) , 2 0 61 : 2 . ] 
9838 . Ah heard people say yo ' kin take [ nine ] needles , brand-new needles , 

an '  nine p ins an ' red flannel . Sew it up in red flannel an ' put it undah 

9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 NEW PINS - SEW INTO RED FLANNEL 
UNDER DOOR CAUSES PERSON WALKING OVER TO LINGER 

people ' s do ' s , an' dey j es ' 
walk ovah it  an ' dat will 
cause them tuh be lingePin ' ;  
yo ' know , some parts of they 

body go tuh p ieces . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 25 35 : 9 . ]  
9839 . Take nine needles an ' stick ' em in a Irish potato , which is a white 

potato , an ' bury it underneath a per son ' s do ' step - if yo ' wanta bar. ' ea  in 

AFTER STICKING 9 NEEDLES INTO IRI SH POTATO 
IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES WI SHING PERSON HARM 
LAY THE POTATO UNDER VICTIM' S DOORSTEP 

some fashion - In de NaMe of de 
Fathe:l', de Son an ' de Holy Ghost, 
an ' j is '  whatevah yo ' make yore 
wish fo ' , dat will happen. 
(You want to harm them in sa.! 

way , you say .  Anything you wish for to harm them? ) 
Yes sir . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2239 : 4 . ] 
984 0 .  Take nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' bury ' em in yore gate, see . Well , 

dat will cause yo ' an ' yore family tuh bust up an '  put chew in hard luck so yo ' 

9 NEEDLES 9 PINS BURIED AT GATE RUINS FAMILY 
LIFE - TO KILL SPELL - DIG UP ARTICLES - THROW 
INTO RUNNING WATER - DO EVERYTHING IN S ILENCE 

ovahbo ' d .  An ' dat family will be busted up an ' 
ble . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1223) , 2 078 : 2 . ] 

alone . But chew must go an '  
git  dem nine needles an ' things 
an ' don ' t  talk to nobody when 
yo ' leave . An '  carry ' em to 
de runnin ' watah an' throw ' em 

won ' t  nevah give yo '  no mo '  trou-

9841 . Put nine safety p ins - j is ' git or ' nary safety pins about dat long 
[ demonstrates length ] . Ah got some of ' em right heah now [ shows sa.! safety 
pins . ] Put nine of ' em in dere . Co ' se [of  course ] ah ' ve not sot de nine in 
dere , but den yo ' put nine safety p ins . Put three right heah . Pin ' em  right 

9 SAFETY PINS - ALL STUCK AND CLOSED IN UNDERSHIRT 
ONE ABOVE OTHER - 3 WHERE RIGHT BREAST POCKET WOULD 
BE - 3 OVER HEART - 3 IN CENTER OF BACK - TAKE 
P INS OUT WHEN SHIRT WASHED - RETURN THEM - PINS 
LUCKY - ESPECIALLY GAMBLING - RITE FROM NEW ORLEANS 

' cross heah straight up an ' 
down . Dat ' s  three : one -
two - three . 
[ I  describe demons trat ion . ] 
(Three on the left side of  
your breast pocket . )  

by each pocket . Keep ' em in yore undahshirt . 
(Over your heart . )  

Yeah , three right undah ·
Den dey put three on dis side . 
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Ovah yore hear t . Den yo ' put three right in de centah of yore b ack . ' C o ' se 
yo ' kin pull yore shirt o f f  an ' do dat . Dey says yo ' kin have bet tah luck . Dat 
[ r i te ] come f rom New Orleans . Ah knowed dat tuh be de fact . Dey say yo ' will 
have bet tah luck . If yo ' are a gamb lah , dey says evahthing will come yuh way 
now an ' den . Dose evil ' s got on yo ' ,  yo ' kin git dat o f f  an ' keep again ' . 

[ A  l i t tle later , af ter changing the cylinder , I decided to return to the pre
ceding rite . ] 

(Just to b e  sure what you j us t  t o ld me about those safety p ins . Will you 
explain that again , now? ) 

Well , yo ' put thr ee of ' em heah . 
(Three safety p ins in your left s ide , one r i ght under the other . )  
Yeah , fastened . Well yo ' go back heah an ' yo ' put three mo ' .  
(On your r i ght hand s ide . ) 
Ye s sir . An ' den yo ' - yo ' can ' t git ' em dere but chew pull off yore shir t , 

an ' yo ' know de centah of yo ' b ack . Yo ' put three right up an ' down dere [ in 
the b ack o f  your shirt ] an' weah ' em in dere all de time . When yo ' have de shirt 
washed , take ' em out an ' put ' em back in de shirt yo ' put on . 

(Wher e did you say that came from? ) 
Dat come from New Orleans . [ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 1 6 3 0 : 10 & 1 6 31 : 2 . ] 
984 2 .  (Tell me how they make a per son s tay at home ? ) 
Wit dere sock . Well , t ake dis sock an ' put chure sugah an ' yore c innamon in 

d i s  sock , an ' take yo ' nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' - fold yore sock an ' put 

IN SOCK PUT SUGAR AND CINNAMON - FOLD - STICK 
INTO FOLDED SOCK 9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS - NAIL 
FOLDED SOCK DOWN AT FRONT DOOR WITH 3 TACKS 
OR TAKE UP BRICK FROM HEARTH - LAY SOCK IN 
RESTORE BRICK - THI S WILL HOLD OWNER OF SOCK 

[ in ]  dem nine needles an ' nine 
p ins . An ' yo ' use ' em all , got t a  
git ' em a l l  i n  dere . S ee ,  dem 
eighteen s t icks [ s ticking ob
j ec t s ] got t a  be in dere . An ' yo ' 
take three tacks an ' nail ' em 
down at de front o f  yore do ' ,  or 

ei thah if yo ' got a fiah hear th ,  yo ' take a brick up an ' yo ' lay dat brick dere . 
Lay it dere an ' put it on top dat . An ' yo ' ll nevah g i t  r id of ' em .  Dat ' ll hold 
' em .  [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 2 9 54 : 1 . ] 

9 8 4 3 . Dey said git a wasp s ' nes t  wi th nine needle s ,  brand-new needles an ' 
nine brand-new p ins an ' put de p ins dis way an ' de needle haid dat way , obj ect 

ALTERNATE 9 NEW NEEDLES WI TH 9 NEW PINS 
WHILE ALSO ALTERNATING THEM HEADS AND TAILS 
STICK THEM INTO 9 C ELLS OF A WASP NEST - BURY 
WHERE VI CTIM WILL WALK OVER - CAUSES CONFUSION 

[ opposite ] each o thah . An ' 
t ake dat an ' yo ' know , ' vide 
[ divide ] ' em up in nine p ieces , 
split i t , s t i ck it intuh de 
wasp s ' nes t , holes [ cells o f  
the nes t ] yo ' know . An ' go 

' long where dis per s on at an ' j i s ' drop i t ,  an ' dey ' ll walk ovah it . 
(That will harm them? What will it do to them? ) 

Well , i t  will j is ' cuz ' em t uh rave an ' go on home an ' raise d i sturbances 
wit ma s '  evahbody dey meet . 

(You t ake these nine needles and nine p ins , and you stick them into that 
wasp s ' nes t . )  

Make nine holes an ' s tick each one in dose nine holes an ' let ' em walk ovah 
it an ' dat would make ' em very cros s . 

(You bury that in the ground , then? ) 
Bury it right in de ground . 
(You leave those needles s t i cking in that wasp ' s nes t ? )  

nat ' s r ight . 
(That will cause confus i on and q uarrels and things of that sort . )  [Fayet te-
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vill e ,  N .  Car . , (141 4 ) , 2544 : 5 . ]  
9844 . Dat ' s  tuh fasten a man. Jis ' lak yo ' had a husban ' an ' yo ' want ed ' im 

down , an ' he couldn ' t  bothah yuh about [what ] yo ' wuz doin ' or goin ' . Yo ' cud 
take nine needles out a bran ' -new package an ' yo ' kin take nine straight [ new ] 

TUB FASTEN A MAN - KEEP 'IM DOWN - WRITE HI S NAME 
STICK INTO THIS PAPER 9 NEW NEEDLES - ONE PO INT 
GOING AWAY - ONE COMING TO YOU - BUT PLACE ALL 
PINS COMING TO YOU - CRO S S ING MAN ' S  NAME 
WI SH - BURY WHERE HE WILL WALK OVER I T  DAILY 

p ins . De needles have s t eel 
in ' em an ' de p ins don ' t .  
Yo ' kin take a strip o f  papah 
j i s '  off a tablet an ' writ e 
d i s  individual ' s  name . An ' 
yo ' s t ick a ne edle comin ' tuh 
tuh ,  an ' de p ' int , s t ick a 

needle goin ' from yuh - comin ' tuh yuh an ' goin ' from yuh till yo ' s tick nine 
needles . Den yo ' st ick de p ins all one way , de nine s traight p ins , s t ick each 
of dose p ' int s tuh yuh [ demons trat es ] .  D en yo ' would take dose needles an ' j is '  
slightly , j is '  [ s tick] lak dat [ d emons trates ] ,  chew might say , abou ' two or three 
inches in de ground . Aftah yo ' put ' em in dat concernin ' ,  ah wanta j is '  cross 
dis par ty ' s  name . D en yo ' kin turn dose needles down , an ' yo ' make yore wish how 
yo ' want ' im tuh b e .  An ' den j is '  covah slightly wit dirt or somepin ovah it dat 
he may walk in an ' out ovah it daily . An ' dat ' ll keep ' im quiet . Dat ' ll keep ' im  
� .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1 54 2) , 2 7 88 : 2 . ]  

984 5 . Yo ' kin take nine needles an ' sulphuh 
do ' s t ep s , an ' if yo ' walk ovah it - i t  b e  about 
burn an ' de ninth day yo ' ll feel somepin up an ' 

9 NEEDLES - SALT - SULPHUR - UNDER DOORS TEP 
AFTER VICTIM WALKS OVER 9 DAYS - IT WILL START 

an ' salt an ' put i t  undah yore 
nine days b efo ' it s tart tuh 
d own yore laigs lak needles an ' 

TO BURN - FEELS LIKE PINS AND NEEDLES UP AND DOWN 
LEGS - DAT 'LL BE CUNJURATION WORIUN '  - TO BRING 
MAN BACK - LAY 9 NEW PINS OVER DOOR - EVERY 

p ins . An ' dat ' ll b e  cun
j urat ion workin ' .  Co ' s '  
ah ' ve had experience of dat 
' cuz ah wus hurt lak dat 
onc e .  
D en dey could take nine p ins , 
lak if yo ' wanta b r ing some
b ody back or if dey o f f  stay
in ' wit anothah woman . Yo ' 

MORNING BEFORE SUNRI S E  GO TO THE DOOR - SAY 
IN THE J HOLY NAMES "AH WANT MAH HUSBAND • • •  BACK " 

git nine - git a pack [ package ] o f  [ new] p ins an ' take nine out of dat an ' put 
' em up ovah yore do ' where dey ' ll come in an ' out . Co ' s '  if dey ' re not dere , why 
dey won ' t ;  but dey ' s  away , yo ' git up evah mawnin ' befo ' sunr ise an ' yo ' go tub 
dat do ' ,  an ' op en dat do ' an ' say , "Ncune of de Fathah, Ncune of de Son, an ' Name 
of de Ho ly Ghost , ah want mah husban ' tuh come back tuh me . "  Or whoevah it is , 
"Ah want dem come back in Name of de Fathah, Son an ' Ho Z.y Ghost.  " An '  in de 
ninth day , if dey don ' come in dat do ' - den yo ' keep it up an ' yo ' don ' take it 
down . Yo ' keep ' em up der e ,  where dey walk in . Aftah dey come back , den yo ' 
know wher e dey walks in an ' out . Den yo ' don ' t do i t  r i ght on lak , yo ' koow ,  
r ight fo ' d e  nine days , but chew d o  it occasion ' ly ,  i n  case it d i e  down. Yo ' 
know yo ' do it occas ion ' ly ,  j es '  keep i t  on . Don ' t do it [ all the t ime ] , keep 
it r i ght on s t raight . [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2558 : 6 . ]  

CROSS 9 NEEDLES IN RED-FLANNEL BAG WITH INCENS E  
S EW INTO ANOTHER BAG - ANO INT IT WITH PERFUME 
THIS CREATES LOVE - MAKES LUCK - DOES ANYTHING 

984 6 . (What ' s  that?)  
Take nine needles • • •  
[ I  int errup t . ] 
(You take nine needles . )  
Put ' em in a cross [ f orm] -

see , right acro s s  dataway ; j is '  dataway , see . An ' put ' em  intuh a bag o f  r ed 
flannel an ' keep it ' noint ed ; good per fume , not de cheap , yo ' uodahstan ' . Put 
it intuh a bag an ' put ano thah bag aroun ' dit . An ' keep it ' nointed wit incens e  
in d a t  r ed-flannel bag . [ This red-flannel b a g  here r epresents the hear t . Small 
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needles can be placed head to tail or point , a symbolical cros sing ; or actually 
cross them through material in the bag . For this type  of hand or mojah,  see 
No . 2163 , p . 621 , vol . l  and elsewhere . ] [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 765) , 1046 : 1 . ] 

9847 . [This rite  I preserved only in my own original notat ions made soon 
after the interview. ] Her sister , they found her hair and nine needles and nine 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - HAIR - SALT - IN BOTTLE 
CAUSED SORES AND PAINS - ROOT DOCTOR FOUND BOTTLE 

p ins in a cologne bot tle -
salt in the hair - buried 
under the house beneath the 
head of  the bed . She broke 

out in sores and pains . A root doctor called in and told them the woman had been 
tPiaked. To prove his diagnosis he crawled under the house and came out with the 
bottle . He showed the bot tle but would no t let anyone touch it , especially the 
patient , who would have died ! ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , (1 9 3 ) , 96 : 3+85 . ]  

9848 . If yuh boy frien ' wuz gain ' wit somebody an ' yo ' didn ' t want ' im tuh 
go wit ' uh ,  yo ' could git nine red an ' white  [headed ] matches [ the red head of  
the mat ch has a white do t on i t ] , nine goldeye needles , an ' nine gourd seeds , an ' 

9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES - 9 RED-WHITE HEADED MATCHES 
9 GOURD SEEDS - 9 "GRAINS" OF RED PEPPER 
MIX AND TIE TIGHT IN YARN RAG - SOAK IN VINEGAR 
OVERNIGHT - UNDER RIVAL ' S  STEP S  KEEPS HER FROM BOY 

nine "grains" o f  dis red 
peppah . [ " Grains" are fre
quently used , meaning here 
seeds or p i eces of the pep
per . ] Take de inside out . 
Nine dose grains of  dat pep-

per . An ' take dat an ' mix it up all tuhgethah . S t ir it up all tuhgethah an ' t ie 
i t  up real tight in a yarn rag . An ' soak it in vinegah ovahnight . An ' take dat 
an ' t ' row it undah somebody' s step ,  whoevah dis boy ' s gain ' wit , if yo ' wan ' a  
break ' im o ff  from dis girl . An '  he ' ll nevah go dere no mor e .  He won ' ca nuthin 
about nobody but chew. [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 60) , 254 : 8 . ] 

9 NEEDLES - PARALLEL - ALTERNATE HEAD S AND TAILS 
STICK INTO PIECE OF CLOTH - NAIL IN CORNER OF HOUSE 
OR HIDE AT DOORS ILL - CAUSES CONFUS ION - DRIVES AWAY 

j i s '  lak dat : five dis-a-way an ' five [ four ] dat-a-way . 

9849 . Take nine needles 
an ' stick it in a piece 
of  cloth an ' j is '  nail it 
right in de cornah [ o f ]  
yuh house [demonstrates ] 

(The needles are parallel and alternat ely point ing in the oppos ite  direct ion. ) 
An ' den [ or ei ther ] yuh pu ' tit  [put it ] undahneat ' [demons trat es ] j is '  lak dat 

bo ' d  yondah . 
[The top of  doors ill - see exp lanat ion lat er . ] 
Teah [ t ear ] yuh off  a bo ' d  an ' take a nail an ' tack it  up . [This "up ]  means 

"down" , where you will walk over it , not "up" so that you walk under it . This 
is a "tacking down" rite . ] 

Dat keep s yuh fussin ' , yuh cain ' t stay dere in no peace . [ I  have copied this 
rite  from my own transcrip tion , a rough one , made in pencil a short time after 
the int erview. Whether there was a saddle at the door - many of  them were sad
dleless - either I could no t remember or else my notat ions would improve with 
experience . ]  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (196) , 103 : 5+8 5 . ]  

(i ) . TWELVE PINS AND NEEDLES 

9 8 5 0 .  Take de needles an ' dey cro ss ' im lak dat . 
(How many do you take? ) 
Twelve . Cross ' em  lak dat . An ' den dey takes dat piece of  red flannen an ' 
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dey put it aroun ' dem an ' den dey dresses dat . Yo ' see  yo ' gotta have one of  
dose needles point s j is '  lak dat [demonstrat e s ] , one dat way , an ' one dis  way -

12 NEEDLES - CROSS INTO PIECE OF RED FLANNEL 
ALL HEAD ONE WAY - ALL POINTS OTHER WAY 
8 POINTS ONE WAY - 4 THE OTHER - MAKES WOMAN 
LOVE YOU - IF THI S HAND WORN OVER HEART 
7 POINTS ONE WAY - 5 THE OTHER - REP ELS LOVE 
IF YOU CARRY THI S HAND IN CENTER OF CHEST 
THESE HANDS ARE POWERLESS UNLESS FED 3 SCENTS : 
WVE POWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE - CASHMERE BOUQUET 
A HAND TOUCHED BY NON-OWNER BECOMES POWERLESS  

flannen aroun ' dem.  Yo ' have 
' em all de points out an ' de 
haids out , de same way . 
(How do you dress that? ) 

Well , yo ' use Love Powdah� 
Hearls Co Zogne an '  dis heah 
Cas1uner>e Boquet ; dose three 
things whut chew dress it wit . 
(Well , what did you make this 
thing for? ) 

if  yo ' wanta make a woman love 
from yuh . 

Well , yo ' kin - j is '  eithah way; 
yo ' ,  or wanta make it tuh make a woman stay away 

(Well , how would you use it if you want ed her to love you? ) 
Well , yo ' put s eight of  dem point s one way an ' fo ' de othah way . An '  den yo ' 

take dat an ' weah it right nex ' tuh yore skin , right on yuh heart . But chew 
can ' t let nobody put dere han ' s on it . [ Here is one of  the fundamental laws of 
hoodoo , never let anyone touch your hand ; its power for you will disappear . ]  

(And then i f  you don ' t  want her , do you do something else with it? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' change ' em.  Instead o f  havin ' fo ' one way , yo ' ll have five one 

vay an '  seven de othah way . 
(Then what do you do with that ? ) 
Well , dat ' s  fo ' huh tuh stay away from yuh . 
(Where will you wear that , then? ) 
When yo ' wan ' dem tuh stay away from yo ' ?  Well , yo ' weah it right in yuh 

chest here , right in de middle of yuh chest . If  yo ' [want ] her tub love yuh ,  
yuh weah i t  right ovah yore heart . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1 009) , 1634 : 3 . ] 

9851 . I have hear ' d  talk of a needle - dat yuh kin break up needles . Yuh 
take needles , needle dat sewin ' wit , ab out twelve needles , an ' crush ' em  up . 

BREAK UP 1 2  NEEDLES - MIX WITH P EPPER - SPRINKLE 
AT PERSON ' S  DOOR TO SEND AWAY - BECOME S ILL FIRST 

Yuh know , pind [poUDd ] ' em 
up . An ' put ' em  wit peppah 
an ' sprinkle ' em  aroun ' a 
person doah . An '  dey ' d  soon 

leave dere , an ' dey ' ll take badly off sick befo '  dey go . [Wilmington , H .  Car . , 
(218) . 129 : 7+85 . ]  

(j ) .  EIGHTEEN OR TWENTY-FIVE OR PACKAGE OF NEEDLE S AND PINS 

9852 .  Go tuh de Ten" C ent Store anywhere an ' git chew a package of straight 
�es - straight pins whut ah mean tuh say , straight pins . An '  yo ' kin take 

18 PINS TACK ACROSS  FRONT DOOR WITH TINY HAMMER 
aY B&CK DOOR 7 PINS ACROSS  - TO KEEP OUT LAW 

an '  git chew a li ' l bit tee 
hammah , an' at chure front 
do ' tack up eighteen dat way 
in a line right across dere . 

-.• at chure back do ' tack up seven o f  dem straight pins . An '  dere won ' t  no law 
ca.e inside dere tuh search . [Waycross , Ga . , (1135 ) , 1844 : 11 . ] 

9853 . Git chew a [new] pincushion an ' git chew two packages of dem li ' l  ole 
� packages of  needles , which dey may not - dey may not take all dem .  But 
jla• full up de pincushion j is '  evahwhere yo ' kin git a needle in it an ' hang 
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2 NEW PACKAGES OF NEEDLES - ONE NEW PINCUSHION 
FILL PINCUSHION WITH NEEDLES - HANG OVER DOOR 
IF YOU ARE RUNNING A BAD-HOUSE - POLICE WILL NOT 
ARREST YOU - IF THEY DO - SOMEONE WILL FREE YOU 

it up ovah yuh do ' .  If yo ' 
runnin ' any bad house or  ca ' 
in ' [carrying ] on anythin ' 
' ginst de law, yo ' won ' t nevah 
gi t pulled . I f  yo ' git pulled 
why dey dat behin ' yo ' [persons 

selling liquor to you will see ] yo ' git cleah . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 1 7 8 3 : 11 . ] 

(3 ) . TACKS 

[ These are not the only rites using tacks in HOODOO ; other uses o f  tacks occur 
in composite rites scattered throughout the text : see No . 9842 a few pages back . ] 

9854 . You can take brand-new 
You unders tand? And I wants  you 

tacks and you see ,  like you coming in here . 
to  stay here wi th me . See , what I mean? See , 

9 to 15  NEW TACKS - DRIVE INTO FLOOR 
VI SITOR WILL WALK OVER THEM - NEW TACKS EACH TIME 

AFTER 3 OR 4 TIMES VI S ITOR WILL STAY WITH YOU 

you ain ' t  no wi fe of mine but 
I want you to stay wi th me . 
You take them brand-new tacks 
and you take fifteen tacks , 
from nine to  fifteen tacks , 

and every time you leave out you drive them tacks down in there . Every time you 
leave out , you drive them tacks down in there . Do  that about four days - say 
three or four days . And j ust leave them tacks there and as long as she walk over 
them tacks , you ' ll never leave there . 

( I  see . You use new tacks each day? ) 
Us e brand-new tacks each day . 
(Wouldn ' t  I see them? ) 
I f  yo ' see ' em,  yo ' wouldn ' t  know what they is for . You ' d  j ust see the tacks 

down there . 
( I  see . )  [Thi s is a tacking-dOwn rit e . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 850) , 1315 : 5 . ] 
9 8 55 . You make it like the sign o f  the cro s s  down by your floor [ see no te 

later ] . Take tacks , the steel tacks [ not  bras s headed ] , and you make a sign j ust  
like a cro s s  underneath your mattres s [but on �oor , see later ] . That ' s  to  
hold a man that you want . Well nine [ tacks ] you j ust  put  ' em like thi s : 
that ' s  a cross ; this way and like that [demonstrates again by making 

DRIVE INTO FLOOR UNDER BED 9 STEEL TACKS 
IN THE FORM OF A CROSS TO HOLD A MAN 

cro s s  on table or in air ] . 
[ In the original transcription our 
present wo rd �oor is door ; the lat ter 
surely an erro r ,  which produces two 

cro s s es instead o f  one . Informant ' s  word nine als o  indicates one cross . As you 
can see , the word door would produce two crosses . A cro s s  on the floor under the 
bed - the fi fth point in between the four legs o f  a bed - creates a quincunx . A 
bed quincunx is fairly common . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (857) , 1364 : 12 . ]  

DRIVE NEW TACKS INTO WOODWORK OF NEW HOUSE SAYING 
AH 'M DRIVING MYSELF TO STAY AS LONG AS AH WANTA 
LAST 3 TACKS IN NAME OF FATHER - SON - HOLY GHOST 

9856 . Dey tell me yo ' git -
yo ' go tuh de sto ' an ' yo ' 
git chew a five-cent box o f  
tacks , bran ' -new tacks . An ' 
yo ' take one-a de se  tacks 

outa dis box an ' yo ' put it on de woodwork - anywhere on de woodwork of de house , 
an ' yo ' drive dem. An ' yo ' say ,  "Ah ' m  dr ivin ' mahself tuh stay heah j es '  as long 
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a s  a h  wanta s t ay . "  An ' de las ' three drives yo ' dr ive , say , "Ah drive it in In 
de Name of de Fathah de Son an ' de Holy Ghost . " Yo ' kin s tay r i ght dere unt il 
yo ' git ready tuh leave . 

(No one can move you out o f  that house unt il you are ready . )  
Yo ' stay r ight dere long as yo ' wanta . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 6 ) 1 

2 5 7 1 : 3 . ] 
985 7 . I have s een them use b rass tacks t o  use in a hous e ,  see , after they 

.ave out - to keep anyone else from r enting this hous e or from staying in the 
hous e .  They make it with a s i gn of a cro s s . Firs t , let it straight go up like 

this , and then they cro s s  it 
like that . 

BRASS TACKS DRIVEN INTO ROOM WALL TO FORM CROSS 
BEFORE MOVING OUT KEEPS OTHER RENTERS AWAY 

(Acro s s  like that . Well , 
where d o  they put tho s e? ) 
Put s ' em in the wall . 
(In the wall . I s  that all 
they do? ) 
That ' s  all they do . [ This is 

to cross up the hous e ;  tacks usually new . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 3 9 ) 1 1 26 3 : 5 . ] 
9858 . Twelve new tacks represent the Twelve Apo s tles . And you put three over 

the front door , three over the - there different ways of cros s ing over it , but 

12 NEW TACKS REPRESENT THE 12 APOSTLES - DRIVE 
3 OVER FRONT DOOR - 3 OVER MIDDLE DOOR - OTHER 6 
OR BACK ROOM FLOOR - 1 TACK IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF 
BOOK - 1 TACK IN C ENTER OF FLOOR - MAKING 5 POINTS 
<It QUINCUNX - 6 TH TACK BACK 3 STEP S FROM BACK DOOR 
TACKS DOWN OWNER OF HOUSE - THIS "CALLED HOODOO" 
SPRINKL E  CAYENNE P EPPER AND GUINEA-HEN ROOT ROUND 
BOUS E  WHEN LEAVING - NO ONE WILL EVER RENT IT 
WITE ON NEW PARCHMENT PAPER OWNER 1 S NAME WITH 
KEY INDELIBLE P ENCIL - NAME IN COCONUT - BURY 
IDUSE WON ' T  BE RENTED UNTIL • • •  WOOD • • •  BE ROTTEN DOWN 

this is a b ad way of cross
ing i t  up .  You put three 
new tacks over the front 
door , three new tacks over 
the middle door , and the 
o ther s ix tacks in the back 
room on the floor so that 
it looks - that nob ody don' t 
ob s erve it . And in leaving 
that house , you take cayenne 
pepper and guinea-hen roo t  • • •  
(And what ? )  
Guinea-hen root . 
(Guinea-hen roo t ? ) 

Yes . And you take thes e  
� s  and sprinkle i t  all around that hous e .  Nobody ain ' t going to rent that 
baose . Now , we ' l l see . Let ' s see what we get out of that , now. 

Cayenne pepper i s  something ho t ,  that no entry of this immaterial spirit going 
� dvell . [ Th i s  could mean that any immater ial spirit - in other words a sp irit 
� by ano ther hoodoo doctor attempt ing t o  uncro s s  the house , could no t cro s s  
� the red pepper t o  do the uncro s s ing . ]  Guinea r o o t  [ this t ime not guinea
� roo t ]  have ' s tract ion odor that burn their no se . 

(Extract ing odor ? ) 
[Distracting would b e  better ; keeping person from house . ]  

Yeah . They drive away anything around that would b e  - it put you in a mo s t  
18dksidasic [ lackadais ical ] condit ion - you see , of these things . The tacks you 
�ve in the wall is p inning [ tacking ] down his power , but you must - there some
� more in that . You would [mus t ]  unders tand how to use something else there . 
�th a brand-new indelible pencil that ' s  never b een us ed before , with a p iece of 
(�] parchment pap er , and that landlord name must b e  on that parchment pap er . 
� take that parchment paper and put it into a c oconut and bury his power down 
� tbe ground . [ Here landlord ' s  power is his name . ]  

(Where? ) 
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Anywhere ! Anywhere ! 
(All r ight . )  
And if you throw it  in the Mis s i s s ippi River , you make him get in trouble . 

But bury it in the ground anywhere you pleas e and that house won ' t be  rented 
until the wood in it almost  be r o t ten down . I have done that [ this rite ] myself . 

(Now , I d idn ' t quite under s tand ab out those s ix tacks in the room - in that 
back room .  How d o  you put those six tacks in the back room? ) 

Put one in one corner [ he points ] ,  one in that corner , one in that corner , one 
in that corner , one in the middle of the floor [ here is a balanced quincunx ] , and 

BACK one j ust  three feet - make 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  three step s fr om the [ b ack] door and 

E 
• j put that one there - that six [ s ixth ]  tack you put there . And three you • 

put over the one [ front ] door and three you put over another [middle ] 
• •  

• 
door . That ' s  your twelve tacks that you go t .  You pinning down that man 

• •  not to rise in succes s ive prosperity [ one prosperity after ano ther ] .  
FRONT That is called hoodoo . 

[ This two-room-hous e diagram is a study in tr iangulation . To begin we have 
a second quincunx superimposed up on a normal quincunx which gives 

us 8 tr iangles ,  actually many more which are useless for our present purpose . 
Notice that the 3 doors are guarded : the front and middle ones by 3 tacks each , 
the back by 1 tack , to taling 7 tacks . These lat ter will keep out any spirit sent 
by landlord ' s hoodoo doctor to unaross the house . The aross on the house is the 
original quincunx. The off-center or second quincunx was not intended or fors een 
by our hoodoo doc tor . This seventh tack should have been in the center and under 
the back door . However , the 3 step s from the back door were sufficient s ince this 
involved the Three Ho ly Names . ]  

(You p in him down not to  rise? ) 
Not to rise . 
(I  see , I under stand . )  [New Or leans , L a . , (86 3 ) , 1383 : 2 . ] 

6 .  FROG AND TOAD FROG 

[ Scat tered throughout the text of  the preceding four volumes are a good many 
frog and toad rites . Here in this section we shall learn more about the manipu
lation o f  these small animals ,  how brutal and demoralizing magic and super s tition 
can be - a s trange world indeed , as I said on page 1 of HOODOO. ] 

9 8 5 9 . Yo ' kin kill a person wit a toadfrog . Yo ' kin git a toadfrog an ' j is '  
lak yo ' had a enemah [ enemy ] an ' yo ' didn ' t wanta go tuh ' im  an ' j is '  shoot ' im  

HERE IS  A REMARKABLE EXAMPLE OF BRUTALITY IN MAGIC 

WORDS FOR MENTAL AND SOCIAL SP ECIALISTS TO PONDER 

MAGIC WORDS FROM AN EXPERT MANIPULATOR OF THEM 

WHO THINKS IN THREES AS I IND ICATE BY NUMBERS 

TIE UP A TOAD FROG [TOAD ] - TALK TO HIM AND TREAT 
HIM LIKE YOUR ENEMY - KILL HIM WITH A NEW KNIFE 

down perhap s . Yo ' would 
git chew a toadfrog an ' tie 
' im up an ' den talk tuh ' im 
j is '  lak yo ' wuz talkin ' tuh 
dat individual [you intended 
to kill ] : [ 1 ]  YO 'S MAH ENEMAH 
AN ' YO 'S DIS , [ 2 ]  DAT , [ 3 ]  AN ' 
DE 02'!1A!I� AN ' YO ' DONE DIS 

THING. [ 1 ]  AN ' A H 'M GOIN ' KILL YUH� [ 2 ]  AN '  AH WAN '  CHEW TUH LEA VE ,  [ 3 ]  AN ' AH 
DON ' WANT CHEW TUH BE IN MAH WAY. An ' take a bran ' -new knife dat hasn ' t been 
used , an ' aftah yo ' git through talkin ' wit ' im ,  aftah yo ' tied ' im [ toadfrog] 
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up lak dat , talk tuh ' im lak yo ' wuz in a fuss wit dis enemy of  yores . Yo ' s  
re ' lly mad wit ' im an ' yo ' start tuh cuttin ' ' im wit dat bran ' -new knife , j is '  
sayin ' things tuh ' im :  [ 1 ]  AH WAN ' CHEW TUH DIE , [ 2 ]  AH WAN ' CHEW TUH DIE , [ 3 ]  
AH WANT CHEW TUH TAKE SICK AN ' DIE. Af tah yo ' gi t through cuttin ' ' im ,  call ' im 
[ toadfrog] a bad name . Dat individual will take sick an ' j is '  dwindle away , j i s '  
lak yo ' killed dat frog [ toadfrog ]  an ' named ' im dat individual . [ Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1542) , 2 7 9 1 : 10 . ] 

986 0 .  An '  yo ' take dat same frog an ' yo ' 
splintah o f  a tree struck wit de li ghtenin ' .  

tie ' im tuh a Ligh�ood [ pine ] 

WITH BLACK S ILK THREAD TIE FROG TO LIGHTWOOD 

Yo ' git a splintah , a fat sp Lintah 
[ pine splinter filled with 
pitch ]  an ' yo ' git chew some 
black thread - black silk 
thread - an ' yo ' tie dat frog 
aroun ' dat . Yo ' don ' t  kill 

SPLINTER FROM TREE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING - BURY 
ALIVE AT DOOR OF GIRL YOU WANT TO LOVE OR MARRY 

' im. Aroun ' dat splintah . An ' yo ' buries dis frog tuh de do ' [ o f ]  de girl [you ] 
is tryin ' tuh make or marry an ' yo ' ll soon marry dis girl , or yo ' an '  ' er will be 
sweethearts an ' stay tuhgethah - live tuhgethah . [ The spLinter here is not the 
ordinary small sliver that runs into your finger ; it can be large enough to hold 
a frog and much lar ger , a stick of wood to burn in the stove . This splinter 
should come from the actual wood split by li ghtning ,  not from any other part of 
the tree . ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (1269) , 2149 : 5 . ] 

9861 . Yo ' kin trim a fat-li ghtah splintah , lak a peg outa it , an ' yo ' ketch 
dat toadfrog befo ' de sun rise . Anyway , kill ' im befo ' de sun r ise . Yo ' push 

KILL A TOADFROG BEFORE SUNRISE BY PUSHING A 
PAT-LIGHTER SPLINTER THROUGH HIM - TIE HI S FEET 
BANG ON BUSH - WISH : IN NAME OF FATHER, SON AND 
HOLY GHOST FOR VICTIM TO MOVE OR YOUR OWN LUCK 

dat peg through ' im an '  yo ' 
hold ' im dere until he dies . 
Den yo ' take de peg outa dere 
an ' tie a cord roun ' ' is feet , 
an ' yo ' kin hang ' im up any
where on a bush . Or j is '  take 

a stake an ' put ' im  on it an '  make yore wish , In de Name of de Fathah, de Son 
an '  Ho Ly Ghost . I f  yo ' wan ' a  person tuh move , yo ' kin stick i t  up an ' make dem 
.ave ; if yo ' want luck , yo ' kin stick it up an ' make yore wish fo ' luck . [ Flor
ence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2239 : 7 . ] 

9862 . Yo ' git chew fo ' toadfrogs an ' yo ' tie  dem by a lai g - by one lai g ,  not 
cuhgethah but one lai g at de time - an '  yo ' ll hang dat fellah [ frog]  deah wit ' is 
baid down . Yo ' tie de othah one an ' yo ' hang ' is haid down .  An ' yo ' tie all fo ' 

IR VICTIM ' S HOUSE - HANG 4 FROGS SEPARATELY 
BEADS DOWN - EACH TIED BY ONE LEG - ON EACH OF 
4 RIGHTS GOUGE OUT EYES OF ONE FROG - THIS 
WILL RUN VICTIM WITHIN HOUSE CRAZY AND BLIND 

[ frogs ] . Hang ' em separates 
[ separately] down . Pluck dere 
eyes out an ' dat ' ll run somebody 
crazy in dey house . 
(Wait a minute !  You are not 
telling the story the way you 

�ld it before . How long do you leave 
Tell me the whole story now. ) 

them there and all that sort of thing? 

All right . Dey hangs dere fo ' day , foah nights . Lak yo ' put ' em heah tub
Bight . Starts from tuhni ght . Be shuh [ sure ]  yo ' got dose foah nights out . Well 
yo• know de days is gotta come in . Each day yo ' go dere an ' pluck out one ' s  eye 
[the eyes of one frog] . Dat takin ' de eyesight from whosomevah in dat house from 
· �  [4 frogs and 4 nights here does not mean 4 victims but thoroughness , deriv
ed from the "4 corners of the earth" (in Biblical ApocaLypse of John , 7 : 1 ) or 4 
cU.rections everywhere . ]  

�ouldn ' t  they see those frogs hanging there on the wall ? )  
well, ah don ' t  think she saw ' em .  But she cert ' inly went blind . 
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(When do you pick out the eye , in the dayt ime or at night? ) 
[ I  am afraid my question was a little disconcer ting . ]  
Night . Ah think it ' s  night becuz yo ' have dem dere dat foah nights .  [ In

formant himself has not per formed this rit e ;  he merely heard about it , saw the 
frogs , and knew the woman went blind . ] [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1282) , 21 79 : 1 . ] 

SQUEEZE MILK FROM LEFT EYE OF LIVE FROG 
9 863 . Ah ' d  get me a frog an ' ah ' d  
squeeze the left  eye , squeeze de milk 
out o f  it  • • •  ah ' d  put it in a bottle 

an ' put it r ight by my steps an ' de law can ' t come in my house . [ This blinding 
of frog blinds the law ! ] [Charleston , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 653 : 1 . ] 

9 864 . [As another protective device by using a frog eye , we have the follow
ing rite : ] 

If someone wants tuh harm you , to keep ' em from harming you , you mus t get a 
frog . You gets a fro g and you kill de frog . Aft er you kill the fro g ,  you j ust  

EYE AND HEART OF  FROG POWDERED AND 
KEPT IN PURSE - NO ONE CAN HARM YOU 

t ake the heart and the gizzard out . You 
take the heart and the gizzard out . [ I  
failed to ask for a descrip t ion o f  a frog 
gizzard , probably assuming stomach was 

meant . The true gizzard o f  course , is the second (posterior) stomach o f  birds . ]  
Then you dry it - you dry it  right in the sun-l ike . Jus t good sunny days put it  
out . Af ter you dry the frog eye and it ' s  heart , you take • • • 

(Just a moment , you said the fro g ' s  heart and gizzard before? ) 
Heart and gizzard , yes . 
(Yes . )  
[Yet , I s till think the word is eye rather than gizzard. ] 

Af t er you dry it thoroughly , then you put it  - you could put it  in your purse 
and j ust  tote all the t ime and no one can harm yuh . [ New Orleans , La . , (848b) , 
1311 : 2 . ] 

9865 . All right . 
tuh make nine knots . 

Chew take a long homespun string j es '  about long enough 
Den yo ' ketch dis frog an ' a - yo ' don ' want him daid , 

LOOP HOMESPUN STRING ABOUT LEFT LEG OF LIVE FROG 
9 TIMES - TYING KNOT EACH TIME - 9 KNOTS 
PUT FROG UNDER VICTIM1 S STEP - ON 9TH MORNING 
CALL HIS NAME - HE WILL DIE IF FROG DIES 

keep hfm alive . An ' which 
is dis about , if yo ' wanta 
run a person? If yo ' take 
dis heah homespun - take a 
string an ' tie it  nine times 
an ' yo ' tie it tuh ' is laig . 

Den yo ' go tuh de person ' s  house , dere do ' step , dere front do ' step , an ' put it 
undahneat ' of de do ' steps . Den yo ' let de frog stay dere t ill nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
whosomevah de party dat [ is ]  yo ' calls dere name , an '  let ' em walk ovah dat fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s , den dey will die , if  de frog die s . I f  de frog is gain ' tuh die 
de ninth mawnin ' yo ' gain ' also die . 

(You simply tie this string around the frog ' s  leg? ) 
Aroun ' de lef ' laig , nine times [ demons trates ] .  
(You j ust loop this around his leg and tie a knot . Then loop it around his 

leg and tie a kno t again . And you tie nine kno ts in string on frog ' s  leg and 
bury frog under the door . )  � 

[Here for informant ' s  word put I substitute bury ! ] 
Bury him undah de door right at de steps lak when yo ' come out . Put it  right 

up undah de sill of de  steps . 
[ The fro g is  not buried but kept alive : yo ' don ' want him daid� keep him 

alive . ]  
Well ,  when he come out well - well , he kin stay dere nine mawnin ' s ,  nine days , 

dat frog is compelled tuh die wit ' out food . Well , he ' ll die an ' den yo ' ll pass 
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also wit d e  fro g .  
(You actually b ury that und er the ground? ) 
[ Her e again I am suggest ing the frog is buried ! ]  

Yo ' bury de frog und er de ground . 
(That ' s  to kill the person l iving in the hous e? ) 

Y e s suh .  [Magically we have enough here t o  kill anyone : the int ent ion ,  home
spun = new string , 9 kno t s  in , t i ed ab out l e f t  [ b ack ] l e g , animal buried und er 
s t ep vic t im must walk over , vic t im ' s name call ed , e t c . For something s imilar , 
includ ing s t ep s , see No . 98 7 1 ,  s ix r i t e s  forward . ]  [ Fayet t evill e ,  N .  Car . , 
(14 2 3 ) , 2 5 6 5 : 2 . ] 

9 8 6 6 .  Lak ah was mad wit chew an ' we l ived pur t y  neah where we c ould git 
tuh each o t hah . Ah ' d  t ake a toadfrog an ' g i t  me a quart b o t t l e  an ' wash it out 

SQUEEZE LIVE TOADFROG INTO QUART BOTTLE WASHED 
CLEAN - T I E  S TRING OR WIRE ABOUT BOTTLE NECK 
CLIMB TRE E  AT ENEMY '  S HOME - HANG BOTTLE UNTIL 
FROG DIES - TAKE BOTTLE DOWN - FROG OUT - BURY 
FROG AT ROOT OF SAME TREE - REHANG BOTTLE IN 
SAME TREE - ENEMY NEVER AGAIN WILL WORK THAT LAND 

good an ' cl ean . An ' he may 
be lar ge but he ' ll go in ; 
j es '  mash [ s quee z e ] ' im an ' 
he ' ll go r i ght on in al ive . 
Take an ' t ie a s t r ing or 
wire aroun ' de neck de bot-
t l e , an ' cl imb up in a tree 
clo s e  tuh yuh place - ' long 

as it ' s  ab out yuh place - an ' hang it d ere . Let it hang r i ght d er e  unt il dat 
fro g d ies . Den take dat b o t tle down . Take dat bottle down an ' take de frog 
out , an ' bury d e  frog an ' put de b o t tle b ack up der e .  An ' if yo ' won ' t l eave , 
yo ' ll nevah b e  ab le tuh work roun ' d er e ; yo ' j e s '  b e  dere , dat ' s  all . 

(Where do you put that b o t tle? ) 
Put i t  r i ght back up , up in de tree . 
(What do you do with the frog? ) 

Bur ry h im .  
(Where? ) 
Right down d er e  at d e  root o f  dat tree , burry de fro g . An ' if yo ' stay dere 

yo ' ll nevah be ab le tuh do nuthin an ' yo ' mor e  d en ab l e  • • •  
(Where woul d you do all this , at your own home? ) 

At d e  home - lak ah was mad wit chew , ah would do dis at chur e home . [Way
cro s s , Ga . ,  (1129 ) , 18 3 6 : 3 . ] 

9 8 6 7 . I f  a per son wanta kill yo ' ,  name dat frog d i s  per son . An '  yo ' hang 
dat frog up in a bucket o r  cup or somep in where he can ' t git out der e .  An '  when 

NAME FRO G  A PERSON - HANG ANIMAL UP TO S TARVE 
PERSON NAMED GRADUALLY STARVES AND THEN DIES 

die. [ Fayet t evill e ,  N .  Car . , (139 6 ) , 2513 : 1 2 . ] 

d i s  frog b egin tub git hnogry .  
s t arve , he pine away an '  de 
p er son will p ine away . Vb.en 
de frog d i e , dat person will 

9 8 6 8 . Yo ' kin run a frog up tuh yuh do ' .  An ' whip an ' talk tuh ' fa . Talk 
ab out evah ' where he [vic t im ]  s t ays . He ' s  b ad . An' t ake dat frog den an ' car e 

WHIP A FRO G  AND TELL HIM WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
WHIP FRO G  TO DEATH AND TIE HIM ON YOUNG HI CKORY 
AFTER FROG DRI ES VICTIM WI LL DRY - TRAVEL ALWAYS 

[ carry ] him out tub a hick ' ry 
t r ee . Take a [ young ] hick ' ry 
t r ee an ' b eab [ bear = b end ] 
i t  down an '  put dat frog on 
dat tree . Tied dat frog on 

dat tree an ' when dat frog dry up , d en yo ' [ v ic t im ]  will dry up an ' travel . Yo ' 
j es '  dry up an ' yo ' won ' have no mind tuh stay at one p lace . 

(What el s e  do you do with that frog when you are whipping him? What el s e  do 
you do to h im? ) 

J e s ' t alk tuh ' im an ' t el l  ' im whut chew whipp in ' ' im fo ' ,  an ' tuh do whut 
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chew want done . 
yo ' kill ' im .  

Talk j e s ' lak . yo ' know . lak somebody talkin ' . 

(Well . what if I ge t the wrong per s on? ) 

Whip ' im t ill 

[ I  am fishing here t o  learn whe ther fro g  is named vic t im or vic tim ' s name is 
called . etc . ] 

Yo ' have tuh talk tuh ' im an ' tell ' im whut tuh do . [Wilson . N .  Car • •  ( 15 03 ) 1 
2 6 6 9 : 1 1 . ] 

9 8 6 9 . You ge t the fro g and you whip it and you beat it 1 and you put it under 
the person ' s s tep b e fore it die . And . I guarantee . that will make ' em move . 

WHIP LIVE FROG - BEFORE IT DIES 
PUT UNDER ENEMY ' S  STEPS TO MOVE 

(I see . ) [New Orleans . La • •  
( 8 2 1 ) . 118 5 : 7 . ] 
9 8 7 0 .  Den ano thah thing . yo ' 

HANG UP TOADFROG BY LEG - CALL HIM PERSON ' S  NAME 
kin take a toadfPog an ' t ie 
him by his laig . hin ' lai g . 
an ' call de person name . I f  
h i s  name J ames . j i s '  c a l l  ' is 

WHIP AN IMAL ALMO S T  TO DEATH - THROW IT AWAY 
PERSON NAMED WILL HOP JUST L IKE FRO G 

' b out tuh death . an ' take him an ' throw h im 
dat pers on will hop j is '  lak dat frog . see . 

(You t ie that around ei ther leg? ) 

name an ' whip de fro g j is '  
away . an ' in ab out s ix months t ime 

Eithah lai g .  [ Faye tteville . N .  Car • • ( 1 4 4 2 ) 1 2 6 11 : 5 . ] 
9 8 7 1 .  A lady told me that i f  I want my next door neighbor t o  b e  moved . t o  ge t 

a fro g .  And you wh ip h im underneath her s tep and make him s tay there unt il he 

AT ENEMY ' S  STEP - WHIP FROG UNTIL 
HE HOPS UNDER IT - MAKE HIM STAY 
UNT IL HE DIES - THEN ENEMY MOVES 

die s . And when the fro g  dies . that the 
neighbo r  would move . You beat him an ' make 
him go under the s tep and i f  he come s  out . 
make h im go b ack again and leave h im s tay 
under there unt il he dies . And when he dies 

and dries up why that will make the people move away . [ New Orleans . La • •  ( 8 04 ) 1 
112 8 : 1 . ] 

9 8 7 2 .  Now yo ' kin cure disease wit a fro g an ' yo ' kin make love wit a fro g .  
(How do you make love with a frog? ) 
Well . now yo ' kin take dat fro g  an ' cut 

a l i ' l  rock . a li ' l  s tone-lak dat ' s  in dat 

CUT OPEN LIVE FROG AND REMOVE THE STONE 
WITH IT TOUCH ANY WOMAN YOU WANT FO R  LOVE 

dat fro g  open an ' it ' s  a li ' l  s t one . 
fro g .  An '  yo ' kin take dat li ' l  s tone 

an ' any woman dat chew wanta git up 
tuh ' er dat yo ' cain ' t git tuh . yo ' 
wanta git up tuh ' er .  yo ' j is '  take 
an ' yo ' have dat s t one in yore hand -

anywhere dat yo ' could touch ' er .  Yo ' could shake hands wit ' er .  er anywhere 
yo ' kin touch ' er wit dat s t one in yore han ' . Yo ' go t ' er yore way . [ Info rmant 
does no t know that this s tone-lak is supposed to come from a toad . no t a frog : 
The fou l  Toad hath a faiP stone in his head� from John Lyly . EUphues . p . 5 3 1  ( 15 7 9 )i 
an old belief made immortal by Shakespeare in As You Like It : 

SWeet ape the uses of advePsity�  
Whiah� like the toad� ugly and venomous� 
Weaps y et a pPeaious jewe l in his head. 

Ac t i i 1 sc . l 1  L . l 2 .  ( 1 5 9 9 ) . ]  

[ Reference for p resent r i te : Waycro s s . Ga • •  ( 1166) 1 1 9 61 : 2 . ] 
9 8 7 3 .  Yo ' ll take dat toadfPog an ' yo ' ll dry 1 im 1  yo ' see . an ' dere ' s  two 

way s yo ' dry dem toadfPogs . D en yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' let it be lak - makes 
a powdah outa i t 1 yo ' see . an ' yo ' sprinkle dat . Dat ' s  fo ' git t in ' outa a home . 
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too [makin g a p erson move ] . Den , yo ' kin ke t ch a toadfrog an' don ' kill ' im ,  if 
yo ' wan t s  tub s end a p er s on away ag ' in . Ket ch a toad frog an ' don ' kill ' im ,  an ' 

den let ' im go o f f  an ' die . 
MOVE PERSON WI Til FROG POWDER OR VICTIM ' S NAME 
EITHER POWDER FROG AND SP RINKLE - OR CUT FROG 
INSERT VICTIM ' S NAME AND TURN AN IMAL LOOSE 

Yo ' ll cut ' im at a p lace whah 
[where ] yo ' kin put des e names 
in dere ; lak yore name or some
b o dy yo ' have wanta s end ' em ' way 

from dere . Yo ' s ee , yo ' l l go tub work an '  yo ' ll cut dat toadfrog ,  an ' it ' s  a way 
dat dey kin put dat p ap ah up in dat toadfrog an '  turn ' im a- loo s e  an '  let ' im go , 
an '  j i s '  [ the way ] as he goes dem p eople ' l l go . [ Algiers , La . , ( 1 602) , 30 2 4 : 1 1 . ] 

WRITE VICTIM' S NAME ON PAPER - TIIRUS T Till S  DOWN 
FROG ' S  TIIROAT - HOLD THERE UNTIL ANIMAL DIES 
THROW DEAD FROG WITII NAME NEAR VICTIM ' S HOUSE 
AFTER YOU DO THI S  VICTIM WILL HOP LIKE A FRO G  

throw i t  s omewhere neah d e  hous e , an '  den h e  hop s 
( That man will hop like a frog . )  
Yessuh . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 14 5 3) , 2 7 9 4 : 7 . ] 

9 8 7 4 . J is ' t ake h i s  name on a 
p ap ah an '  op en de frog ' s  mouth , 
an '  put dat man ' s  name down dat 
frog ' s  throat , an '  j i s '  hold 
' im right dere unt il he dies . 
An '  den p as s  outa de hous e an ' 
lak a fro g .  

9 8 7  5 .  Yo ' kin t ake a toadfrog an '  wri te d e  name 
dat fro g an '  b ury it in a crawfish hole . Y o ' know , 
de craw fish hole an '  shet dat hole up , an ' den what 

of a person an '  s t ick it in 
push it [ toad ] backwards in 
dat toadfrog bus t open dey ' ll 
bus t op en . 

WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME - PUSH DOWN TOAD FROG 'S THROAT 
SHOVE TOAD DOWN CRAWFISH HOLE - BLOCK UP - DEATH 

(You j us t  write that name 
on ce on a p i ece of p ap er ? )  
Wri te de name on ce or twice 

or three t imes j i s '  lak yore mind leads yo ' , an' j is '  put it [ p aper ] down in it 
[ fro g ] . Den put him down in dat hole an' cover i t  up . Fix i t  so dat dey [ toad ] 
cain ' t come outward , yo ' know , an '  he ' s  b ound tub die . When he die , yo ' re gone . 
[Algi ers , La . , ( 1 5 8 4 ) , 2 9 5 5 : 4 . ] 

9 8 7 6 .  Dey have us ed frogs wit de hard lump s on dem [ t oads ? ] .  
(How would they do that ? )  
Le t ' em dry an '  throw it undah de hous e .  Yo ' l l nevah go an '  neithah come . 
(How would you get rid o f  that ? )  

Well , all yo ' got ' a  do , j es '  take de 
when yo ' p ay s  ' im a dime , yo ' ke t ch ' im 

fro g an ' p ays ' im a ( s i lver ] dime . An '  
al ive an '  yo ' s t ick ' im on yo ' do ' s . 

CATCH A LIVE FROG - PAY HIM TO DO YOUR WORK BY 
!WUNG HIM SWALLOW A S ILVER D IME - PUT A S TAKE 
THROUGH HIS HEAD AND TWO THROUGH HIS BACK FEET 
BARG BEHIND DOOR - THROW TOWARDS WORK TO BE DONE 

S tay wit chew a length ' a  t ime 
an '  den he goin ' a  run dem out 
de hous e .  
(You d o  what ? ) 
S t i ck ' im alive on de backa 
yo ' do ' . Y o ' ket ch ' im an ' 

.ake ' im swal lah a dime . An ' t ake a p i cket [ s t ake ] an ' put a p i cke t in ' is haid 
an '  two han ' s  [ f eet ] , b o t tom ' ands [ back legs ] , un t i l  he come tuh be dry . When 
yo '  want ' im tub go out dere , den yo ' go out dere an '  den throw · �  dat same 
dist ance ( d irection ]  where dey is . Den he do yo ' work . 

(He ' ll [ s econd toad will ] throw o f f  the other frog . )  
[Two toads are us ed here , the firs t one thrown under victim' s hous e s o  that 

be can nevah go and nei ther aome . To count eract this spell , vic tim or his doator 
catches and p ays ano ther live toad to work for him . ] 

Yeah . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 19) , 6 1 6 : 1 0 . ] 
987 7 .  A green fro g . All ri ght , yo ' kin p ut dat green frog - t ake him an '  

..otbah ' im in a towel . 
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SMOTHER FROG IN TOWEL - CUT AND LET BLEED 
9 DROPS IN WATER OR WHISKEY FO R VI CTIM WILL 
CREATE IN THE DRINKE R YOUNG FROGS OR TADPOLE S 

( Smo the r h im in a towel . )  
Smo thah ' im .  J i s ' smo thah ' im 
an ' yo ' take dat s ame - den yo ' 
take ' im an ' cut ' im an ' let ' im 
b leed , an ' drop j is '  nine drop s 

in watah , er in whiskey , an ' let ' em tuh drink i t . An '  dat fro g ' ll come i n  ' im ,  
j is '  hat ch in ' im j is '  lak i t  would in de watah . [ L ive f r o gs will b e  b o rn in 
the vi c t im . ] [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 5 4 2 ) , 6 7 4 : 5 . ] 

9 8 7 8 . [This b e l ie f  c ont ains 2 parts , as the s eparate refe rences indicate . ]  
Git dat green fro g .  Yo ' ke t ch ' im out de swamps . Hang ' im up by h i s  laigs 

un t i l  he dies . Let ' im hang r i ght on dere unt i l  he dry up in go o d  fashion , an ' 

HANG UP GREEN FROG BY LE GS UNTIL IT DIE S AND DRIE S 
PULVE RI ZE - PUT POWDER IN QUILL OR PIPE STEM 
BLOW THROUGH KEYHOLE - LO CK OF DOO R CLI CKS OPEN 
BUT YOU MUST WEAR MAGI C THUMB TO REMAIN UNSEEN 
TO GET WHAT YOU WANT INS IDE - MAKE A MAGI C THUMB 
CUT EAR FROM BLACK CAT - BOIL IN BLACK COW ' S MILK 

den yo ' ll pulveriz e ' im 
dat way . An ' i f  yo ' j is '  
wanta come in dis hous e , 
yo ' don ' have tuh do nuth in 
b ut put i t  on [ in ]  a li ' l ' 
quill , yo ' know , a li ' l ' 
p ipe s tem an ' whuff [ infor
mant b lows ] . De do ' open 

an ' yo ' come on in an ' do whut chew wanta do an ' go on b ack out an ' close de do ' .  
But chew mus t have dat thing whut ah tell yo ' ' b out on yore thumb s o  nob o dy can ' t 
s ee yo ' .  Yo ' kin j is '  go in anyb ody ' s  do ' yo ' wanta go in in de night an ' nob ody 
can ' t keep yo ' f rom ga in ' in dere . Yo ' j i s '  - hit ' ll unlock .  

(What d o  you b low that dus t on? ) 
Blow i t  r i ght through de keyhole an ' yo ' hear i t  [ the lock] clack- clack .  Yo ' 

walk r i gh t  on in an ' do whut chew wanta do an ' come on b ack an ' close de do ' an ' 
go on ' b out chure b us ine s s .  But chew mus t git a green one . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , 
( 1 2 2 3 ) , 2 0 7 9 : 6 . ] 

[Here i s  what info rmant had p revious ly t o l d  me ab out dat thing . . .  on yore thumb 
so nobody can ' t  see yo ' ] :  

I f  yo ' j is '  [want to ] pas s by a crowd in de s t reet o r  anywhere , git chew a 
real b lack cat dat ain ' t go t no spots ab out ' im an ' cut his ear o f f , an ' boil i t  
i n  a b lack c ow ' s mi lk - j is '  a l i ' l  b i t  chew know - an ' make a sto le [ a  s tall = 
covering o r  sheath f o r  finge r  o r  thumb ] lak yo ' f ingah stab an ' put i t  on yore 
thumb . An '  when yo ' g i t s  re ady tuh go b y  dat crowd , s lip dat ovah yore thumb an ' 
nob o dy see yo ' when yo ' pas s . [ S eve ral examples o f  this sto le o r  stab from a 
b lack e at ' s  ear are given elsewhere . I des cribed this info rmant in no t e  as a 
small- t ime R . D .  = root do c t o r . ]  [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 2 3 ) , 2 0 7 6 : 2 . ] 

9 8 7 9 . An ' i f  a woman got a hus b an ' an ' he go t a outside woman , git a female 
frog an ' a male fro g .  Yo ' hang de female frog up f i r s ' an ' den hang de male fro g 
r i ght up where yo ' [he ] kin s c rat ch her r i ght on de b ack lak dat • • •  [ I  int e r rup t . ]  

I F  YOUR HUS BAND HAS OUTSIDE WOMAN - HANG ON T REE 
FEMALE FROG HEAD DOWN AND MALE FROG OVE R HER 

IN DE NAME OF DE LORD • • •  TUH SCRATCH [ FEMALE FRO G ]  
UNTIL YO ' [ FEMALE FROG AND OUTSIDE WOMAN ] DIE 

(Wait a minute )  [ and then 
turn o f f  mach ine and infor
mant s tart s  again ] . 
I f  a woman got a hus b an ' an ' 
he go t a outside woman an ' 
yo ' wanta b reak ' em up , wanta 

make d i s  man b eat dis woman up an ' quit ' uh .  Yo ' t ake dis female fro g an ' yo ' 
hang i t  up f i rs ' , r i ght whe re dis he-male [ demons t rates ] .  

(You hang up the female frog with the head up o r  down? ) 
Hang ' uh [ he r ]  haid down , by de two laigs lak dat [ demons t rates ] wi t a s t ring . 

Yo ' put ' uh up undah a tree . T ake ' uh tuh a o ak t ree , tuh de lef ' s ide o f  a o ak 
t ree . Yo ' hang ' uh laigs up lak dat an ' hang it in a way whe re yo ' kin h an g  de 
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he-male fro g ' s laigs r i ght up ovah de top of d i s  f emal e  fro g .  An ' [ as ]  yo ' put 
it dere , yo ' s ay , In de Name of de Lord, ah put dis heah tuh scratch unti Z yo ' 
die . We ll , dat frog will s crat ch right dere on dat [ female frog repres ent ing 
the ] woman until she d ies . An ' de wife will nevah have no mo '  troub l e  wit ' uh ,  
an ' huh husban ' a t  home wit ' uh ,  an ' have all d e  money an ' evah ' thin ' . 

(You t i e  this male frog up so that he ' ll s crat ch the back o f  this female frog 
and kill i t ? ) 

Dat ' s  right , kill it . J is '  let ' im s crat ch dere an ' tell ' em ,  Ah hang yuh 
heah in de Name of de Lord tuh scratch untiZ yo ' die . [ This r ite would have been 
mo re potent if the frog had b een named the outside woman - if name known . [ Sa

SPLIT OPEN BACK OF LIVE FROG - POINT HI S HEAD 
TO SUNRI S E  - DRY HIM - STUFF HIM WI TH INCENS E 
AND SULPHUR - WEAR IN POCKET - LUCKY IN GAMBLING 

vannah , Ga . ,  (near 1 2 7 2 ) , 
2 1 5 7 : 6 . ] 
9880 . Yo ' take a toadfrog an '  
yo ' s p l i t  ' im open in d e  b ack , 
s e e , an ' put ' im tuh [ point 

head to ] sunr ise an ' 
(Luck fo r what in 
Gamb l in ' . 

dry ' im out . He ' s  de b e s ' luck in de wor ld . 
par t i cular . )  

( Then wha t do you do then aft er he is dry . )  
S t uff ' im b ack wit incens e an ' s ulphuh . 
(What do you do to him then ? ) 

Put ' im in yore pocket . [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 3 7 ) , 2 1 0 2 : 8 . ] 
9 8 81 . Yo ' takes an ' go out an ' yo ' ke t ches j i s '  a o r ' nary frog an ' yo ' turn 

' is haid toward de wall , an ' ' is tail from yo ' .  Br ing ' i s tail s ee , an ' cut him 

WITH HEAD OF LIVE FROG TO WALL AND TAIL FROM YOU 
DO THI S  S ILENTLY - CUT BACK OP EN - CUT OUT HEART 
WALK BACKWARDS 3 STEPS - TURN - WALK AWAY NOT 
LOOKING BACK - SEW UP HEART IN NEW FLANNEL 
OVER IT WAVE HANDS BACK AND FORTH - IN THE NAME 
OF THE FATHER THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST - THI S 
� " BACK UP" [ GI VE POWER ] TO ANYTHING YOU DO 
CLIENT WEARS ON RI GHT S IDE OF CHEST TO BRING BACK 
OR KEEPS IN LEFT-HAND POCKET TO BRING BACK 
BUT TO HOLD P ERSON AWAY USE IN RI GHT POCKET 
OR BAT HEART WI TH HEARTS COLOGNE AND WH I SKEY 

open dat way [ demons trates ] .  
[ To re cord informant ' s  ac
t ions required a ques tion . ]  
(You cut him open in his 

b elly or his b ack? ) 
Cut ' im open in de back . Cut 
' im o p en an ' den open ' im  up 
an ' find ' is li ' l  hear t . An ' 
soon as yo ' git it - don ' s ay 
a word whils t chew cut t in ' 
' im .  J is ' lay him back out 

d e r e  an ' l e t  ' im  [ leave h im] 
kickin ' an ' b ack b ack from 

' im  thr e e  s t eps . Turn on roun ' an ' go on ' bout chure business . An ' yo ' take s 
j is '  a piece of bran ' -new f lannel an ' sew it [ heart ] up . When yo ' s ew it up yo ' 
lay it s o  [ demons t rat es ] an ' yo ' lay yore han ' on it lak dat - carry yo ' ban '  lak 
dat [ d emons trates ] .  Ah do d i s  In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an ' de Holy Ghost. 

(You j us t  sort of move your hands back and for th wi th the flat of your hand 
ove r it , b ack and fo rth? ) 

Yes . An ' yo ' go on ab out chure bus ines s an ' yo ' ll b ack up anybody . 
(What is that s upposed to do? ) 
Dat ? Well , now , j is '  lak if yo ' goin ' tuh back somebody or s omp in lak dat , 

dat would b r ing ' em b ack . J i s ' give it tuh ' em an ' tell ' em tuh weah it in d e  
r i gh t  s ide i n  de chest . Dat ' l l br ing ' em b ack . 

(Will it do more things than that? ) 
Oh yes . J is '  lak if yo ' want t uh git ' em ' way , if it ' s  a man ,  den she weahs 

it in huh lef ' pocket . J is '  tell ' er [ informant as sumes I am a doctor ] tuh weah 
dat in ' er lef ' -han ' pocke t . Dat ' ll bring ' im all d e  t ime .  

An '  i f  she wan ' s tuh keep dem away , put i t  i n  d e  r ight pocket . Remembah dat . 
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Well , now , yo ' kin take d e  b ull bat an ' do de s ame thing - one des e ole leath
ah-wing b a t s , yo ' know dese li ' l  things dey ' s  go t on de end . Cut ' im an ' git de 
hear t  an ' yo ' k in do de s ame thing , but hit mo ' fo ' gamb lin ' .  

Yo ' take dat li ' l  hear t an ' s ew i t  up , dress it wit Heart ' s  Co logne an ' whis 
key , but chew u s e  i t  de same way . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 50) , 2 6 31 : 1 . ] 

9 8 8 2 . I f  yo ' re poisoned yo ' us e a frog . Yo ' take dat frog an ' yo ' cut ' im 
ha l f  in two , an ' lay ' im on d e  p lace where - yo ' know , j i s '  lak i t  wuz a li ' l  

IF POISONED - SPLIT OPEN LIVE FROG AND APPLY - AND 
WHOMSOEVER YOU THINK CAUS ED YOUR MI S FORTUNE 

CUSS 'EM • • •  BE JIS ' LAK DIS FROG • • •  DAID AN '  IN HELL 

swollen o r  s omp in lak dat 
s ome plac e . Yo ' lay dat 
frog on top dat p lace an ' 
de one dat chew had a idea 
dat did do i t , yo ' j is '  

cus s  ' em out an ' tell ' em ,  "Ah want chew tuh b e  j is '  lak dis frog is , daid an ' 
in he-ell . "  An ' he ' ll swell up j is '  lak de frog would . Jis ' lak yo ' are , dat ' s  
j is '  how it would b e  happen tuh dem .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1351) , 2 34 5 : 4 . ] 

9 8 8 3 . Ah heah a guy s ay one time he had had s ome ar guments wit a man an ' he 
wan ted tuh git a way tuh git ' im .  He went down tuh de s ide o f  a creek-kinda o r  

HE PUT A LIVE TOADFROG I N  A MATCHBO X - 9 NEEDLES 
HE STUCK THROUGH BO X AND AN IMAL - ON 9TH DAY FRO G 
WAS DEAD - MAN ' S  ENEMY WAS HOPP IN G  LIKE A TOADFROG 

lak a li ' l  swamp , an ' go t 
' im a toadfrog.  He tuk dis 
toadfrog an ' b rought ' im 
b ack tuh de hous e ,  an ' put 
' im in a ma tchbox an ' s tuck 

nine straight needles in dis toadfrog ' s  b ack . An ' he s tuck nine straight needles 
in dis toadfrog ' s  b ack an ' he ' sp o s ed tuh s tay in dis matchbox nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 
de ninth mawnin ' d i s  toadfrog would die . So he did dat , an ' de nin th mawnin ' d i s  
toadfrog died . An ' h e  s a i d  he wen t where dis man wuz , a f tah d a t  nine mawnin ' s  
an ' he said dis man hopped lak a toadfrog. He fixed ' im dat way , so he j es '  hop
p ed long , long lak a toadfrog. [ He cunj ured him that way so that he would hop 
along like a fro g . ] 

(Well , i s  that all he did , j us t  s t ick the needles in the toadfrog ?  Nothing 
els e? That ' s  a l l  he d i d ? ) 

Yes , da t ' s  all - j es '  went an ' c aught ' im an ' put him in a ma tchb ox an ' s tick 
nine needles in ' i s back an ' fix [ here meaning to arrange , no t to aunjure ] him 
in a ma tchbox so he wouldn ' t  g it out . An '  de ninth mawnin ' • • •  

(Well , what connec tion would that toadfrog have with this man? How would he 
know he was ge t ting the r ight man? ) [ The man ' s  intention was sufficient . ]  

Well , he an ' dis man had had a fus s an ' dis man b eat ' im outa de fus s . He 
b eat ' im an ' he wan ted tuh git even wit ' im - j e s '  git d i s  man . [ Faye t teville , 
N .  Car . , ( 14 12 ) , 2 54 0 : 4 . ]  

9 8 8 4 . S ay fer ins tanc e i f  
t uh run ' em crazy . Well , yo ' 

dere s omeb ody livin ' in dis hous e d a t  chew wan ted 
would gi t chew nine frogs an ' put ' em in a j ah .  

9 FROGS STOPPED UP I N  JAR 
UNDER HOUS E - UNDER VICTIM ' S BED 
IN 6 DAYS CRAZY - IN 9 DAYS DEAD 

Covah dat j ah up . S ay [ for ins tanc e ]  yo ' 
know who ' s s leepin ' in dis b ed chere . Yo ' 
take dat j ah o f  frogs an ' put it right undah 
de hous e , b ur '  it right undah dere b aid , an ' 
dey tell me dat in s ix days dat individual 

wi ll go c razy an ' de ninth day he ' ll die . [In dis bed ahere means the b ed in my 
interviewing room a t  a private home . Not my b edroom ; I s tayed at a ho te l . ] 

CUT OFF TOENAILS OF LIVE FROG - WRAP IN PAPER 
PARCHMENT - BURY IN STUMP - VICTIM LOS E S  MIND 

[Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 1 7 4 ) , 1984 : 4 . ] 
9885 . Take a toadfrog an ' make 
anyb ody b e  out dere mind . Cut 
o f f  ' is feet - yo ' know , cut ' is 

toenail - ah call i t  toenail , an ' put ' im in parchmen t [ pap er ] .  Tie ' im up an ' 
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bury ' im in a s t ump .  [ I nformant may have omit ted something here , such as writ ing 
vict im ' s name on the parchment paper ; but intent ion alone would be suf f icient to 
power the rite . ] [Wilson , N. Car . , (1514) , 2 6 8 1 : 1 1 . ] 

988 6 .  Yo ' kin take a toadyfrog an ' split i t  open an ' put i t  undahneat ' de 
centah of yuh s tep s as yo ' goin ' in . Well , dat toadyfrog will be mortified tuh 

20ADYFROG SPLIT OPEN UNDER STEP S  - POOR HEALTH 
yuh all de time . Yo ' can ' t go 
no time .  Yo ' can ' t go up nor 
come down . Dat will make yuh 

be ' s sickly all de t ime . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 654 : 4 . ]  
9887 . A fro g ?  An ' if yo ' have b one f elon on yuh f ingah lak ah had on dis one 

heah - an ' yo ' take dat frog whilst he ' s  alive an ' yo ' split ' im  open an ' yo ' 

CURE A FINGER FELON BY RUNNING 
IT THROUGH SPLIT-OPEN LIVE FROG 

IF PERSON POISONED - BIND ON LIVE TOADFROG AS CURE 

run de f ingah dat ails yuh , 
see , intuh ' im. Dat will 
draw de misery out . [ S t . 
Petersb urg , Fla. , ( 1 0 5 2 ) , 
1 7 0 7 : 8 . ] 
9888 . I f  anyone poisoned , 
yo ' kin take a live toadfrog 

and split ' im wide open an ' b ind ' im up on dere , it ' ll take dat ' fee t away . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 1 0 ) , 2 2 20 : 4 . ] 

9889 . I f  a snake b it e  chew , [ I  will ] s t ar t  on dat f irse [ f ir s t ] .  I f  a snake 
bite chew an ' yo ' kin do yore good sne s s  [ aid ] fur dat b ite right on de minute 

IMMEDIATE AI D NECES SARY IN SNAKE BITE - TIE STRING 
toURNIQUET BETWEEN BITE AND HEART - NOT TOO TI GHT 
POULTICE BITE WITH LIVE TOADFROG - HIS POISON 
VILL ABSORB OR KILL THE SNAKE POI SON - AFTER THI S 
BUY WHITE SMELLING SOMETHING AT DRUG STORE TUH GIT 
t:HlJRE FLESH SMOOTH MEANING TO REDUCE THE SWELLING 

[ immediately ] ,  it would 
he ' p  tuh git [ it ]  out chew ; 
b u t  i f  yo ' don ' t [have im
med iate aid ] it might run 
a long ways . Yo ' hardly 
git shet o f  it . [Without 
immediate aid a snake b i t e  
may b e  fatal . ] But yo ' 

ket ch yo ' a toadfrog an ' tie ' em  a let tle ab ove dat p lace dere [ the b ite] . Take 
yo ' a string an ' t ie hit up above [ the b i t e ] . Don ' t have it too small [ tight ] 
tub s top yore b lood from runnin ' ,  yo ' know . But have [ do ]  dat an ' j es '  [ as ]  de 
poison gwine out from dat frog , de mo ' de poison he gwine out [ you ] chew know , 
an '  i t  [ poison ] go right on out [of you ] . [Here is the principle of poison kills 
poison . ] An ' move yore s tring , move it all . An ' when i t  [ poison ] git out good , 
BP tuh de drug s top , an ' g i t  chew whit e  smellin ' - ah fo ' got de name yo ' call i t . 
Anyhow yo ' go dere an ' g i t  i t , tuh he ' p  [ help ] tuh g i t  chure flesh smooth - yo ' 
blow, lak i t  was . [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1383) , 2458 : 4 . ] 

989 0 .  Dey say dat yo ' kin take a toadfrog an ' to t e  him t ill he dies , an ' yo ' 
k1n cure any kinda complaint dat yo ' want s ;  any complaint , i f  yo ' ket ch ' im an ' 

1DADFRO G  CARRIED UNTI L  HE D IES 
CURES HAND COMPLAINTS 

to t e  him t ill he d ies . 
(Then what do you do with him? ) 

Yeah , j is '  don ' s queeze him , but yo ' tote him 
t ill he d ies . Any kinda complaint come tuh 

yore hand , yo ' kin cure it . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 1 1 ) , 2 5 3 5 : 1 3 . ] 
989 1 .  Yo ' take a toadfrog alive an ' yo ' s ew it up . Yo ' put s ' im in a sack , 

sew ' im  in a sack ' live . An ' d en ah cain ' t g i t  tuh yuh bed , s ee ,  but dere is a 
fren ' woman dat kin g i t  tuh dere dat is a pers ' nal fren ' of mine . Ah g ive huh 
dat , tell ' uh tuh put it in yuh b ed , in yuh mat tres s ,  see . An '  when she slip 
dat , put dat in dat mat tres s , yo ' b ecome res tless an ' dose things will come tuh 
be in yuh f lesh , b ecuz ah go t d e  fro g  in dere . An ' ah got de needles in d ere , 
dat make d e  pain come . An ' den dat g i t  chew restless on de b ed . Don ' t  care 
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when yo ' git in dat b ed ,  yo ' go t t a  git out an ' gits  dres s ed . An ' den all ah got

SEW UP LIVE TOADFROG AND NEEDLES IN SACK - LET 
SOMEONE WHO KNOWS VICTIM PUT IT IN VICTIM ' S 
MATTRESS - HE OR SHE BECOME S RESTLES S  AND PAINS 
LIVE THINGS ENTER FLESH - IF I CAN ENTER PERSON ' S  
HOUSE - I SPRINKLE BAD POWDER DISGUISED AS PERFUME 

ta do den , af t ah ah go t it  
in dere , ah ' ll come tuh yuh 
hous e ; an ' when ah come t uh 
yuh hous e , i f  ah ke tch yuh 
b ack tuh me , s ee , ah spr in
kle yuh b ed wit dese [ some 
kind o f ]  powdahs . Ah spr in

kle dat , else ah drop one or two drops o f  dat perfume on dere . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 1530) , 2 7 3 7 : 7 . ] 
98 9 2 . Yo ' take dat fro g an ' yo ' 

WRITE NAME OF PERSON WANTING TO HARM YOU 
T I E  ROUND FROG - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

write dis name on a 
(What name? ) 

piece o f  papah . 

Anybody ' s  name . An ' yo ' tie it  roun ' 
dis live fro g  an ' carry it an ' throw 

it in de runnin ' s tream of watah . T ie it  t i ght where de papah won ' t git o f f  in 
a runnin ' s tream of wat ah . Dat ' s  a party dat yo ' wanta do harm tuh . Wel l , dat 'll 
carry him r i ght on off in dat r ivah . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 71 ) , 2151 : 8 . ] 

9 8 9 3 . Now , if yo ' go t a girl an ' yo ' wan ' ' er tuh love yo ' ,  yo ' kin go tuh 
one dem red ant s  baid . Ketch yo ' one dem toadfrogs ,  dem ole rough toadfrogs an ' 

KILL A TOADFROG AND PUT IT IN A RED ANTS BED 
AFTER ITS FLESH EATEN - TAKE STRAIGHT BACKBONE 
AND STICK INTO GARMENT OF WOMAN OR MAN WANTED 

kill ' im .  Put dat toadfrog in 
dat ant s  baid an ' let ' im s tay 
in dat ant s  baid unt il dem 
ant s e s  eat ' im up , till he gits  
tuh where he ain ' t nuthin b ut a 

shell [ s keleton] . Den yo ' take dat fro g  den an ' yo ' git dat s traight bone dat 
runs down ' is back . An '  yo ' kin take dat bone den an ' any woman dat chew want 
or any man dat chew want , whils t me an ' yo ' talkin ' or me an ' ' er talkin ' , ah 
s t ick dat bone in dat garment dat she had on or d a t  he has o n .  I f  ah ' m  a woman 
ah s t ick it in a man [ garment ] or if ah ' m  a man ah s tick it  in a woman [ garment ] .  
Yo ' s ee , s t ick dat bone in dere , j es '  a small piece of  dat bone , an ' leave it in 
dere . Den yo ' ll come tuh be mah sweethear t if ah wan ' chew , o r  yo ' ll come t uh 
b e  ' er sweethe ar t if s he wan ' chew . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1120a) , 1801 : 3 . ] 

9 8 9 4 . I f  yo ' have someone dat yo ' d e s ire dere affec t ion an ' dere love , dey 
s ay now yo ' could ke t ch a bullfrog an ' put ' im intuh a box where he ' s  conf ined 

SET A BULLFROG IN A BOX WITH HOLES WHERE ANTS 
CAN EAT HIS FLESH - TAKE THE BONE LIKE A "T" 
STICK THI S BONE INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON YOU WANT 
LEAVE THERE 9 DAYS - RETRIEVE IT - PERSON YOURS 

and put ho les . S e t  dis box 
where ant s kin eat ' im  up . 
Af t ah dey eat ' im ,  dere ' s  a 
bone in ' im .  Yo ' t ake dis 
box up an ' look in dere [ among 
the bone s ] .  Dere ' s  a bone-lak , 

lak a "T" . Yo ' take d is bone an ' go tuh dis person an ' put it  somewhere in de 
lining , somewhere in dere c lothes where dey won ' know it , an ' let dem weah i t  
nine days i n  dere clothes . Af t ah d a t  yo ' take it an ' keep it , an ' a s  long a s  
dey live , yo ' can ' t g i t  r id o f  ' em .  Don ' t care whut chew do o r  how mean yo ' b e  
o r  how cro s s  yo ' b e  tuh ' em ,  as long a s  yo ' keep d i s  "T" dere , yo ' ll nevah git 
rid of ' em in de wor ld . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 1 ) , 886 : 1 . ] 

9 89 5 .  There is somet hing else that ah didn ' t t e l l  you , they has a peculiar 
inf luence on people ,  an ' that is the fro g .  Did chew evah hear that?  You get a 
toad . You know what a toad i s ?  [ I  probab ly nod my head yes . ] You take him and 
you go to - you s een these large ant s . You take him while he ' s  al ive an ' carry 
him to a b ed of  these creatures , you know , an ' put an ole b ucket over him so he 
can ' t ge t out . And they ' ll j es '  eat him completely up , and den they wil l  leave 
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the bones there . I t ' s  a b one that come out o f  his back ; i t  looks l ike a shoe

CARRY LIVE TOAD TO ANTS BED - COVER WITH BUCKET 
TO PREVENT HOPP ING AWAY - AMONG BONES LEFT BY ANTS 
ONE LOOKS LIKE A SHOE BUTTONER - WRAP THIS IN PIECE 
OF BELOVED ' S  CLOTHING TO KEEP HIM OR HER NEAR YOU 

b ut toner , has a l i t t l e  
hook-l ike i n  it . You take 
this and get a p iece o f  
this per son ' s clothing . 
Say , for ins tance ,  if  you 
could s t eal a pair o f  a 

lady ' s  s t ep ins or j es '  anything that chew have o f  theirs - that chew can get o f  
theirs , small that chew can wrap up . You wrap that up into a package o f  some 
kind l ike it was something very precious . And a s  long a s  that b one remain there , 
this person will remain very near to you . Now , that i s  something that has b een 
tr ied by mill ions , an ' al so by mys el f  - something to be sub s tant iated . [Mob ile ,  
Ala .  , (650)  , 8 6  7 : 1 .  ] 

9 8 9 6 .  I f  yo ' wuz a young man an ' wan ' in '  [want ing ] a girl an ' love der [ l oved 
her ] an ' she wuz not yore cla s s  [ she was above you ] b ut s t ill yo ' wanted ' er ,  yo ' 

SHUT UP TOADFROG IN CIGAR BOX WITH AIRHOLES 
AFTER ANTS EAT FLESH - TAKE FISHHOOK-LIKE BONE 
AND STICK INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON YOU LIKE 

take yo ' a toadfrog an ' g i t  chew 
a nice li ' l  cigah box . Take yo ' 
a icepick an ' put chew mayb e two 
dozen holes , s ome in de s ide an ' 
some on de top , s o  he git air 

yo ' know . Shet ' im  up in dere an ' make some airholes in de b ox . Well , he ' ll 
' vently [ eventually ] perish tuh death , an ' d e  ant s w�ll eat de flesh off ' is 
b ones . De ant s will eat all de flesh , dere j es '  b e  d e  car cas s dere . He ' s  got 
a hook in ' im  j es '  ' zactly [ exac tly ] lak a fishhook . De ant s eat all de flesh 
o f f  ' im - dere be no skin d ere , no nuthin but j es '  ' is carcas s - in about fo ' 
months . I t  take about fo ' months in de summah . In de fall o f  de yeah yo ' kin 
git de carcas s .  Well , he ' s  go t a b one r ight in ' is hip back dere j es '  ' zackly 
lak a fishhook . I t  shaped j es '  lak a fishhook . Well , whut dey w�ed de ant s 
tuh do is tuh show ' em de b one , de fishhook . Dey take dis li ' l  bone an ' put i t  
anywhere in y o r e  clothes . I f  it ' s  ' er ,  when yo ' go tuh s ee ' er ,  she ' ll hang it 
in yore clothes ; or yo ' ll hang i t  in ' er clothes . Well , den she ' s got yo ' tied. 
Dat ' s  whut dey use de toadfrog fo ' . [Wil s on ,  N .  Car . , ( 14 7 6 ) , 2657 : 8 . ] 

9 89 7 .  I f  yo ' wanta make a gurl love yuh , [ they ] say yo ' git chew one des e 
b i g  toadfrogs an ' put i t  in a ci garbox , yo ' know . An ' put holes in i t .  Yo ' 
s ee ,  all round i t  so de ant s  kin go through , dese large r ed ants . Yo ' know , no t 
de real lar g e  one s  but d e s e  l i ' l  small red ant s . An ' put it right ovab de hol e 
where nobody won ' t bothah it , o f f  somewher es or ' no t hah . An '  dem ant s will eat 
o f f  all d e - eat ' im  up yo ' know . S t ing him an ' den d ey ' ll eat - feed off him , 
s ee ,  unt il dey g i t  all dem b ones tuh deres el f .  An ' it ' ll be one bone dere j es '  
lak a fishb one . Ah ' ve s een it mahs el f .  I t  lo ok j es '  lak a fi shbone . 

(How does it look now? ) 
A li ' l  crooked - yo ' know how a fishbone got a l i ' l  crook in i t .  An ' dey ' ll 

take dat f ishb one an ' - somet ime yo ' know yo ' kin git up tuh a gurl an ' t alk wit 
' er but she don ' care nuthin much ' bout chew ; but den de same time ,  yo ' kin git 
closah yo ' know . Well , den when yo ' git clo sah , yo ' take dat bone yo ' know an ' 
s t ick it in ' er clothes anywhere , an ' yo ' can ' t git rid of ' er .  

(That will make her love you. ) [ S t .  Peter sb urg , Fla . , (1021) , 165 1 : 7 . ] 
9898 . Tuh make dem have a tendency tuh love anyone - yo ' know , gain de in

fluence of anyone yo ' wanta love - yo ' git s a grown l ive fro g . Let ' im be well
grown , heal thy . An '  g i t s  yo ' a pas t eb o ' d  b ox an ' a darnin ' needle an ' thread . 
An '  take yo ' a pair o f  s c i s sors an ' cut a deep hole in d i s  b ox , an ' yo ' put d is 
live frog in d is b ox , b ut let i t  be at de twi light of de night . An '  take yore 
scis sahs an ' cut holes in dis b ox .  An ' den take d is needle an ' thing an ' sew up 
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d i s  box.  An ' t ake i t  an ' don ' say nuthin tuh nob ody . Yo ' take i t  an ' go tuh a 

AT TWILIGHT PUT FROG IN PASTEBOARD BOX WITH HOLES 
NOT SAYING A WORD TAKE BOX TO ANTS NEST - AFT ER 
7 DAYS FROG WILL BE A SKELETON - TAKE 2 BONES 
ONE LIKE FISH S��LE - OTHER LIKE FI SHHOOK - SCALE 
KEEP - HOOK STICK INTO CLOTHES OF P ERSON WANTED 

ant s nes t  an ' den yo ' put i t  
right in de ant s nes t .  An ' 
d en af tah s even days yo ' go 
back t uh de frog an ' den de 
frog will b e  a skeleton . An '  
den it ' s  two p ieces ab out de 
skeleton yo ' want . One look 

lak a fish scale an ' one look lak a f ishhook . An ' yo ' git dem two pieces an ' yo ' 
keep de fish scale . An ' den yo ' take d e  fishhook an ' j es '  lak i f  yo ' wanta -
intend tuh love anyone , yo ' pin it anywhere on ' em fa ' about thirty s econds , an ' 
yo ' t o t e  i t  den .  An ' ' long as yo ' keep dat fish scale yo ' ll have dem undah con
trol an ' do anything yo ' want ' em tuh do . 

(What do you do with that fishhook? ) 
Yo ' take that fishhook an ' put i t  on his shirt o r  anyb ody dress or anything . 

Yo ' know , hook it roun ' dere . Yo ' leave i t  dere fa ' thirty s econd s . 
(Then what do you do wi th i t ? ) 
I f  yo ' wanta yo ' kin take i t  o f f . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1 3 5 9 ) , 2 3 9 3 : 1 . ] 
9 8 9 9 . Ab out de fro g .  Now , if ah had a girl , s eed [ saw ] a woman dat ah wanted 

an ' ah co ' dn ' t [ could no t ] git ' er no othahwise , ah ' d  take me a frog an ' put ' im  
in a b o x .  C u t  some holes i n  de b o x  an ' care [ carry ] i t  tuh a red ant baid , one 

LET RED ANTS EAT LIVE FROG IN BOX WITH HOLES 
USE 2 O F  BONES - WITH HOOKBONE SCRATCH WOMAN 
HANG IT IN HER CLOTHES - SHE I S  YOURS - TO GET 
RID OF HER - SCRATCH WI TH SPADEBONE - D I SCARD 

dese big raid ant baid s . Put 
' im dere an ' let dose ant ses 
s t ing ' im t uh death . S tay away 
a couple , or three or fa ' days 
unt il ah find he ' s  done rotten 
an ' quit s tinkin ' . Ah goes back 

in dere an ' ah pulls dat hide o f f  ' im an ' dere ' s  two bone in dere . One bone look 
lak a hook an ' one is made lak a spade . Well , ah comes on back where dis woman 
is an ' ah take dis hook an ' pass by an ' happen tuh scratch ' er ahm wi t it . Ho ok 
it in ' er c l o thes an ' ah go on . She ' ll f e l lah me . She b e  mah woman from den on , 
until ah gi t s  mad wit ' er or wanta g i t  rid o f  ' er .  Den ah c ould use d e  spade . 
De spade will bring hatred , make her hate chew . Lak yo ' made her love , dat spade 
will make her hate chew . She ' ll hate tuh even see yo ' comin ' . 

(What do you do with that spade t o  make her hate you? ) 
Ah keeps de spade all de t ime . Den ah take de spadeb one an ' do de same way 

wit it , yo ' know , s trike her , scratch ' er anywhere wi t de spadeb one , see . Den 
throw it away . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (136 4 ) , 2 4 05 : 7 . ] 

9900 . Yo ' g i t  a fro g , a toadfrog , an ' yo ' put ' im i n a  can . Yo ' put s ome 
hol e s  in de can an ' yo ' put ' im  ovah a red ants nes t , an ' le t de ants eat de 

LET RED ANTS EAT TOADFROG IN CAN WITH HOLES 
AMONG BONES IS A FI SHBONE OR WI SHBONE - HANG 
IT IN WOMAN 1 S CLOTHES TO MAKE HER LOVE YOU 
TO GET RID OF HER - GIVE HER 9 DROP S OF T EA MADE 
FROM THE WI SHBONE OF ANOTHER ANT- EATEN TOADFROG 

fro g .  An ' when de ants through 
wi t it , yo ' go dere an ' gits de 
skeleton of de frog , an ' yo ' ll 
find a b one in dere , in d i s  
skeleton d a t  lo oks l a k  a fish
b one - a wishb one . [ There i s  
n o  b one i n  a frog or toad 

looking l ike the wishb one in a chicken . ]  An '  yo ' takes dis bone an ' go out talk
in ' wit d e  girl dat chure t ryin ' t uh git . I f  yo ' kin hang i t  in ' er clo thes j es '  
fa ' two s econd s , why she ' ll b e  craz y ab out chew . 

An '  de only way tuh git uns undah [ as under ] from ' er i s  take dat same bone from 
ano thah fro g , an ' make a t ea an ' put some o f  de watah in s ompin lak a b o t t l e  o f  
soda watah [ a  sweet carb onated water o f  various flavors ] o r  s ompin lak d a t  - nine 
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drop o f  d i s . 
chew . 

D en she ' ll git chew o f f  ' er mind . 

(That is all she can do to get rid o f  that . )  
D at ' s  all yo ' kin do tuh git r i d  o f  dat gir l .  
(Oh ! i f  you want t o  get rid o f  her . )  

O t hah den dat , she ' ll s t ay wit 

Yes , i f  yo ' wanta keep ' er ,  why don ' t make de t ea .  
( I f  you want to get r i d  o f  her , you get ano ther fro g and take i t  out t o  the 

ant s b ed . ) 
Dat ' s  it . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1269 ) , 2148 : 12 . ] 
9901 . Yo ' kin take a fro g an ' p ut ' tm in a p o t  an ' boil ' im. Git chew nine 

red ant s an ' put in der e .  Aftah yo ' b o il ' im ,  yo ' take de frog out an ' strip ' is 
laigs . Jes ' lak yo ' ketch d e  frog in dis han ' [ demons trates ] yo ' ketch ' im  by 
his laigs an ' s t r ip ' is laigs . Pull ' is laigs through de soup - de watah dat 

b o i l in ' . 

BOIL FROG WITH 9 RED ANT S - STRIP MEAT FROM 
LEFT HIND LEG - T I E  BONE IN BAG - ANO INT WITH 
COLOGNE AND LINSEED OIL - WOMAN WEARS BAG ABOUT 
� ST TO HOLD MAN - REST OF FRO G UND ER MATTRESS 

[I d e s c r ib e  informant ' s demon
strat ion . ] 
(You hold him up by the legs 

and pull his feet down toward 
the body . )  

str ip ' im enough tuh git de meat o f f  wit ' out 
git chew some colo gne an ' some l inseed oil . 
oil an ' colo gne . Take an ' t i e  him in a bag . 
If yo ' wan ' a keep it from fall in ' out , [ put ] 
a c loth an ' put it up ' tween de ma ttr e s s  an ' 

(What will that do ? ) 
Dat will keep ' im wit ' er .  

Take dat , aftah yo ' git de 
meat o f f  - take his haid o f f  -

t eahin ' ' im too bad . Take hia an ' 
Yo ' ' no int ' im good wit dat linseed 

Put dat bag undah yore aattress . 
' tween de spr ing an ' mattres s .  Git s 
he [man ] l i e  on dat . 

(Do you t ak e  t h i s  meat o f f  all the bones or what ? )  
J es ' o f fa one , h i s  lef ' hin ' laig . 
(And you put the whole fro g under there ? ) 
De whole frog undah d e  b aid . An ' take de meat dat chew got o f f  ' is  lef ' hin ' 

laig an ' one dose b ones , an ' tie hit an ' weah hit between dere in a bag . Weah 
�t roun ' ' er wai s t  in a b ag ,  l et it hang down in front o f  ' er .  

(This i s  to keep the man . ) 
Keep d e  man , y eah , at ' er place . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042) . 1691 : 1 . ] 
990 2 .  I n  gamb l in '  if yo ' wanta b e  lucky aroun ' a skin game , yo ' take yo ' a 

frog an ' kill it an ' go t uh ant ' s  b ed ,  dem ole b ig r ed ant , an '  put ' ia  in der e ,  

KILL FROG - LEAVE I N  RED ANT S BED 9 DAY S  
KEEP SKELETON IN LEFT PO CKET AS GAMBLING HAND 

an ' l eave him fer nine days . An ' 
he goin ' b e  bard [ a  skeleton ] ,  
dem ant s goin' eat ' ia  all up . 
J e s ' take dat frog an '  tote ' im 

ta yor e  l e f ' p o cket . Dat ' s  one 
(You are going t o  b e  lucky . )  

o f  devilest handS yo ' evah see . 

Yes , s i r , y o ' go in ' ruin dem gamb l ahs . [ J acksonville , Fla . , ( 549 ( ,  68 7 : 7 . ] 
99 0 3 . There was one trick they had . They used to ket ch a frog and take this 

old fro g ,  kill an ole l and frog , an ole toad . And put him in a little b ox and 

A �CK - KILL FRO G  - PUT IN BOX WI TH HOLES 
..r5 WILL EAT HIM - HANG ONE BONE ON D RE S S  

make holes i n  i t  sump in l ike yo ' d  
a p ep p erbox . Little ant s would 
c rawl in there and them ant s  would 
go in t here and destroy the b ody 

of this ole fro g .  And after h e  was dead , eat h im up . You put that box into run
� water , whare there ' s  a p lace of wat er running r ight steady down , unt il i t  
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washed all that ole f i l th . that ole eat-up flesh . away from that fro g .  yo ' know . 
and leave nuthin but de b one there . And there was a certain b one there . I don ' t 
know what it was . but I ' ve heared them tell i t . There was a certain b one in that 
fro g that they ' d  take that out and go around de girl ' s  house . And if she was 
walkin ' around . cookin ' an ' do in ' anything . she had no knowledge of what was 
goin ' on . why you could hang that in her dres s . 

(Hang it  on the clothesl ine ? )  
No 1 her dress on her . She ' d  have a dress on . But . i f  you ' s to take that ole 

b one and s tick it  in her clothes somewhares . she pas s in ' around de house an ' 
you ' s s e t t in ' there t alkin ' with her . and she couldn ' t  git c lear o f  you . [ Prin
cess Anne . Md • •  (133) 1 51 : 1 . ] 

9904 . Well . you take a frog . you 
h im down alive j es '  l ike that with a 

take you a nail . or take a knife and peg 
peg right at your house . Take some sugar 

PEG DOWN LIVE FROG - COVER WITH SUGAR - ANTS 
WILL EAT HI S FLE SH - TAKE FORKED BONE FROM TAIL 
SEW INTO LITTLE BAG - ANOINT WITH OIL O F  CLOVER 
VAN VAN - FAST LUCK = 3 THINGS - GAMBLING LUCK 
RUB LITTLE FAST LUCK AND BAG IN HAND GAMBLING 

and j ust sprinkle it goo d . you 
see . The worms . the ant s and 
things will eat all the flesh 
off i t . And a f ter they eat all 
the flesh off i t 1 you will f ind 
a forked bone at the b ack tail 
of it . Then you take that oil 

o f  clover . van van and fast luak . see . Now you take that and sew them to gether 
and make you a lit tle bag . and put it in your pocketbook . But that fas t  luak . 
you must keep a litt le b it out when you go ing out . on the s ide . and scrape in 
your hand l ike this [ demonstrates ] . That gives you gamb ling hand ; power in gamb
ling . 

( I s  fas t  luak a l iquid or a powder ? )  
That ' s  l ickri sh [ l iquid ] .  When you put it on your hand it  

you ] . Now . when you look at i t 1 when you put it  on your hand 
that curl up 1 sort of yellowish . I t  gives you satis fact ion . 

b urns shoe [ burns 
and rub it 1 you see 
[New Orleans . La • •  

( 815 ) . 115 3 : 2 . ] 
9 9 05 . Tell yo ' about frogs . 

ho les in it 1 an ' ca ' it  down tuh 
Take a fro g an ' put ' im in a snuffbox an ' punch 
de fo ' ks of de road . An '  at de twi l of day go 

CARRY LIVE FROG IN HOLE-PUNCHED SNUFFBOX TO 
FORKS OF ROAD - RETURN 9 MORNINGS - AT "TWIL OF DAY "  

= JIS ' BEFO ' DAYLIGHT - ANT-EATEN B Y  9TH MORNING 
TAKE LUCKY BONE FROM FROG ' S  HEAD - WEAR IN POCKET 
TO GET A FAVOR - ASK IT AND LAY BONE NEAR PERSON 

b ack fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
an ' de las ' mawnin ' he ' ll 
b e  e t  up by de antses . 
An ' take him den an ' take 
de b one outa his hai d 1 an ' 
keep i t  in yuh pockit . 
An ' if yo ' wan ' someone 

tuh do whut chew a s t  ' im [ ask him] take an ' put dat 
dey ' ll do anything yo ' as ' cum [ ask them] . 

somewheah neah d em 1  an ' 

(When do you take that fro g down there to the road ? ) 
At de ' twi l l  of day - yes sir . j is '  b e fo ' dayl ight . 
(The twi l l  of day . that means j ust before dayl ight . )  [ This la st remark o f  

mine i s  merely an editorial comment f o r  the future . I may have another examp le 
of twi l but I am no t sure . Do es it mean at the twi light of day ? Somewhere in 
HOODOO I think we have the expre s sion fiPs t light . Does the latter equal dawn? ] 
[Waycro s s . Ga • •  (1134 ) 1 1841 . ] 

9906 . Yo ' kin take a toadfPog.  Now 1 I had dat - dat wus done tuh me . A man 
wus co ' tin ' [ courting]  me an ' he wus co ' tin ' ano thah lady . An ' we co ' ted fo ' a 
good long while an ' ah tole ' im 1  ah siys 1 "Why don ' t chew let ' s  g it � ' ed ? "  

He say . "Well 1 ah ' m  engaged tuh ano thah lady tuh git ma ' ed . " 
Ah ast ' im 1  ah say . "Why yo ' co ' tin ' me so long when yo ' know yo ' wus engaged 
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FORTUNETELLER ASKS CLIENT TO CATCH A TOADFROG 
KEEP LIVE IN EMPTY COFFEE CAN WITH HOLES 
NAME ANIMAL 3 TIMES NAME OF ENEMY WOMAN - SET 
CAN IN BED O F  BLACK ANTS - AFTER FLESH HAS BEEN 
EATEN AWAY - BRING BONES TO HIM - HE MAKES 
PACKAGE OF BONES FOR CLIENT TO WEAR - TO KEEP 
OTHER WOMAN FROM MARRYING THE MAN - FORTUNE
TELLER ASKS FOR GOPHER [TORTO ISE IN GEORGIA ]  
HONE COULD B E  FOUND - HE USED RED-LOOKING DIRT 
IR PAPER - WHICH CLIENT THROWS AT ENEMY ' S DOOR 

when June come i f  ah live , yo ' won ' gi t ma ' ed . "  
He say , "Wel l , i f  ah live , ah will gi t ma ' ed . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , i f  yo ' live yo ' won ' gi t ma ' ed . "  

tuh ano thah lady? " 
He says , "Well , ah gue s s  ah 
lak yuh . "  
Ah say , "Well , dat ain ' t busi
ne s s . "  Say , "Ah thought chew 
wus co ' tin ' me fo ' a wi f e .  I f  
ah hadda thought chew wusn ' t 
doin ' dat , we ' d  ab een [we would 
have b een ]  qui t long ago , b ecuz 
a husb and [ was ] whut ah wus 
lookin ' fo ' • " 
He says , "Well , ah ' m  already 
engaged tuh git ma ' ed . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , when yo ' goin ' 
g it ma ' ed? " 
"Well , we ' s  tuh gi t ma ' ed in 
June . "  
Ah tole ' im ,  ah says , "Wel l , 

So when June come - de lady wus down sout h - she came . He come ovah an ' he 
to le me ,  he say , "Wel l , de lady ah tole yuh ab out ah wus t uh ma ' y ,  she have come : '  

[ Cyl inder change causes the following rep e t i t ion . ] 
Ah say , "Wel l , when y o ' go in ' gi t ma ' ed? " 
He say , "We ' s  tuh gi t ma ' ed in June . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , ah tole yuh , yo ' wouldn ' t  ma ' y  her . "  
He say , "Wel l , ah don ' t see how yo ' [ can say ] ah ' m  no t gonna ma ' y  ' er . I f  ah 

li.ve ah ' m  g onna ma ' y  huh . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , i f  ah live yo ' won ' ma ' y  huh . "  
So ah goes tuh a for t une tellah an ' dis fortune t ellah to l e  me t uh ke tch a toad

frog an ' g�t me a cof fee can , a t in cof fee can , an ' drive holes in de b o t tom of 
dat can an, up aroun ' in dat can t uh ' b out hal fway . An ' ke tch dat frog an ' put 
' ia  in dat can an ' name him dat p uhson ' s  name three t imes . An ' take i t  tuh a 
black ant ses baid an ' s t i r  i t  up , an ' set dat can in der e ; an ' evah two or three 
days fo ' me tuh watch dat can . Go an ' look in i t  evah two or three days . An '  
when dem ant ses eat all d e  meat offa dat fro g ,  tuh b r ing ' im dat frame [ skeleton ]  
iD dat can . An '  when dat wu s  done , a h  ca ' ed i t  t uh ' im .  An ' h e  t o l e  m e  dere vus 
.a-e bones in dat frog dat he wus gonna fix in a li ' l  package fo ' me t uh weah 
wbere it ' ll keep warm nex ' tuh me , an ' he would nevah ma ' y  dat wumman . An '  he 
�d de packa ge an ' ah went tuh weahin ' i t . So when de t ime come fo ' him tub 
.a ' y dis wumman , he come ovah an ' he t o l e  me , he sayed , "Mi s s  Car tah , "  he sayed , 
� lady didn ' t ma ' y  me . "  

Ah sa i d , "Wel l , why she didn ' t ma ' y yo ' ? " 
Be said , "Ah dunno . "  
Ah said , "Well , did yo ' b uy de papahs? " 
Be say , "Yes , "  say , " Ah bought mah license an ' dey co s t  fo ' dollahs an '  fi fty 

ceDts , an ' ah went ovah tuh ma ' y  her an ' she tole me she ' c l ined [ decli.oed ] de 
t.lea of git tin ' ma ' ed . "  

Ah said , "Well , when did she say she would ma ' y  yuh? " 
"She didn ' t say . "  
Ah said , "Wel l , yo ' oughta make huh t ell yuh when she goona aa ' y yuh . She 

' cl..i.Ded de idea r i ght now , mayb e a li ' l  latah she might aa ' y . " 
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He say , " She don ' mean tuh ma ' y . "  
Ah say , "Yo ' reckon she don ' t ? " 
He say , "No . " 
Ah say , "Why? " 
"Cuz she given me mah money b ack . 

l icense an ' she give it b ack tuh me . "  
Ah paid fa ' dollahs an ' f i f ty cents fa ' d e  

Ah say , " O h  well , s h e  don ' t mean tuh ma ' y yo ' den . " 
An '  den he commence tuh worryin ' me tuh ma ' y  ' im an ' ah wouldn ' t  ma ' y  him den , 

' cuz de fortunetellah dat ah ' d  gone tuh tole me it would happen dat way . An ' he 
tole me , "When he ast chew ' bout ma ' in '  don ' chew ma ' y  him . " Said , " Becuz he 
wouldn ' t  l ive long . He would soon str icken an ' d ie an ' yo ' would soon be a widow 
ag ' in . "  

An '  j is '  lak he tole me ' bout it , he would ast me ' b out ma ' in '  ' im ,  he d id . 
But ah kep ' ' im shooed o f f , an ' re ' lly , latah he d id t aken s ick an ' d ied . 

[Here I changed the cyl inder . Informant b egins by returning to an ep isode 
she had omit ted , what she had done to make her r ival refuse the man . ] 

So dis f o rtunetellah tole me dat dis woman dat he wus suppo sed tuh ma ' y ,  she 
wouldn ' t  ma ' y  him . He tole me tuh git some l i ' l  boy tuh go on in de swamp or 
somewhah an ' f in '  me a gophah - wit fa ' laigs , a gophah , yo ' know . So ah come 
b ack an ' go t de boys tuh hunt de gophah up an ' dey wouldn ' t  fin ' one . 

[ The preceding word gopheP may confuse the reader . Here in Georgia where I 
was interviewing , people called the gopher a salamander . What informant means 
b y  gopher i s  a burrowing l and tortoise (GophePus po lyphemus ) , the animal and 
eggs edib l e . ] 

S o  ah went b ack an '  tole ' im about it . Ah said , "Wel l ,  d on '  seem lak ah kin 
git a gophah . "  Ah say , " I t ' l l have tuh b e  some o thah ' rangement s  made . "  Ah 
said , "Dis man sweahs dat he gonna ma ' y  dis wumman . " 

He said , "Yo ' needn ' t  worry about dat ; he ain ' t gain ' ma ' y  huh . "  
He say , "Well . "  He go t some d ir t , some red-lookin ' d ir t , an ' he showed it 

tuh me . He said , " I f  ah g ive yuh some o f  d i s  dirt an ' tell yuh whut t uh do wit 
it , would j ew be s cared tuh do it? " 

Ah said , "No , ah won ' t b e  s cared . Ah ' ll try tuh do it . "  
An ' he f ixed so much o f  de dirt in a papah an ' give it tuh me . An ' he said , 

"Af tah dahk [ dark ] - yo ' know wheah dis wumman l ive? " 
S ay ,  "Yessuh . "  
"Aftah dahk yo ' go tuh huh house wheah she l ive . Don ' let no one see yo ' ,  

if yo ' kin he ' p  it , an ' yo ' throw dis dirt tuhwards ' er front do ' ,  as  much as 
yo ' kin , tuh spat tah it on d e  do ' an ' de porch aroun ' . An ' she won ' t nevah 
ma ' y . "  

So ah d id dat . 
S o  dey d idn ' t ma ' y .  
(You said this was ano ther case whe re a woman was go ing to marry the man . 

This is the same s tory? ) 
Yes s ir , dat ' s  de woman ' s  part o f  de graveyard dirt . [ The reader may recall 

that my informant told us her rival de lady was down south . Here we were in 
south ern Georgia no t t oo far from Flor ida ! I found this down south all along the 
Atlant ic coas t  from Maryland southward . The south was always somewhere far ther 
south ! ]  [ Waycro s s , Ga . , (113 3 ) , 1839 : 14 . ] 

CUT UP FROG AND LET RED ANT S EAT FLESH 
CARRY ONE OF TH E LEG BONES FOR LUCK 

9 9 0 7 . Dey say yo ' kin take a red ant s  
b ed an ' cut a frog up an ' l e t  d e  red 
ant s  eat up dat frog - eat all of ' em 
[ p ieces ] .  An '  den yo ' could take cer

t ain bones from ' im ,  lak a laig b one , l ak dat an ' carry it fa ' luck . Dey say 
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dat ' s very success ful fo ' a luck charm . 
(Luck in anything? ) 

Yes sir , luck in anything . [Way cro ss , Ga . , ( 108 6 , a hoodoo man , good ) , 
1 7 55 : 9 . ] 

9 9 08 . Yo ' kin ketch a 
three ways about a fro g . 

toadfrog an ' yo ' bur ' ' im [ bury h im ] . Dere ' s two or 
Yo ' ketch a toadfrog an ' yo ' bur ' ' im ,  an ' put ' im in 

LET ANTS EAT FLESH FROM TOADFROG 
TOUCH WMAN YOU WANT WITH A BONE 

a ant s b aid an ' de ant s done p ick ' im  b ad . 
An ' den aftah dat , why yo ' takes ' is bones . 
Don ' want no flesh on ' is b ones . An '  weah i t  
i n  yore po cket . An ' den i f  i t ' s  a woman dat 

chew wanted tuh b e  wit , why yo ' j es '  tetch ' er wit dat frog [ b ones ] . [Al g ier s ,  
La. , ( 1 5 7 5 ) , 2 9 00 : 8 . ] 

9 9 09 . Well , now , i f  yo ' kin , yo ' kin take as li ' l  a thing a s  a toadfrog , an ' 
ketch ' im . an '  put ' im in a box . An '  j is '  let ' im stay dere , you see , until de 
ants eat all of ' is flesh o f fa his bones . An '  it ' s  a li ' l  f orked bone in ' im  
da t  yo ' kin git . An '  i f  y o '  kin git anywheres neah dat man an ' put dat bone on 
' im , an ' he ' ll come b ack . Yes , s ir , he ' ll come right b ack home tuh stay dere . 
[Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . , ( 7 6 7 ) , 1 0 5 7 : 5 . ]  

9 9 10 . Yo ' know dese ole r o ugh frogs dat hop . Well , yo ' take dem an ' yo ' put 
' em  in a t in can an ' cut s ome holes in der e .  An '  yo ' git a bone out dere dat 
shape lak a f ishhook . An '  yo ' could hang dat on anybody ' s  clo thes an ' dey ' ll 
f ellah yo ' r egardles s who dey is woman or man , an ' love yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(12 10) , 2014 : 6 . ] 

9 9 11 . Well , now , y o '  take a fro g . H it ' s a 
an '  dere ' s  ano thah one in dere ' s  a scale . Yo ' 

FROG HAS A FI SHHOOK BONE AND A SCALE - WMAN 
STICKS FISHHOOK INTO MAN "S COAT TO HOOK HIM 
BITS FISHHOOK ON SCALE TO GET RID OF HIM 

bone in dat f r o g  lak a f ishho ok 
see a man an ' yo ' wanta use him 
j is '  lak yo ' wanta . Yo ' ketch 
yo ' a toadfrog an ' yo ' lay ' im 
up on d e  shel f . Well , yo ' t urn 
' im on ' is b ack . Lay him ovah 
on de shelf where he canno t turn 

ovah an ' he per ish tuh death an ' he ro t t en .  An ' yo ' go dere an ' yo ' f in '  d i s  
f ishhook an ' yo ' f in '  d i s  scal e . Well , yo ' take dis s c a l e  an ' yo ' keep d i s  
scale . D e  f ishhook , yo ' hook it intuh d e  man ' s coat , an ' a s  long a s  he t o t e  
da t  h e  s t ay w i t  yo ' .  An ' when yo ' g i t  ready f o ' h im  tuh go , yo ' take dat f i sh
hook out dere an ' s t r ike it on de b ack of d i s  s cale an ' h e ' ll go . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 1 20 6 ) , 203 7 : 1 . ] 

9 9 1 2 . Dat is tuh have yuh husban ' undah yore 
an' yo ' kin do as yo ' please .  Catch dat frog or 

SHE WASHES MAN ' S  CLOTHES IN LEFT-FROG-LEG WATER 
AN '  DAT PO '  FELLAH IS JIS ' A FOOTSTOOL 

feet , treat ' im lak yo ' wanta 
yo ' kin kill ' im  alive an ' take 

dat bone out . 
(What kind of b one? ) 
De laig bone . Yo ' takes one 
o f  dat left lai g . Yo ' skin 

· � an '  yo ' take dat backbone an ' dey gen ' ly [ generally ] keep s it in watah . We 
�t a case of dat by us r ight now . Keep s it in watah in a quar t p r eserve j ah .  
AD •  each in dere wash , g i t s  dat an ' wash ' er husband ' s  clothes in it . If it ' s  
aa£hin but a undahshir t an ' he want s a clean undahshir t , she do e s  dat . An '  dat 
po '  fellah is j is '  a foo t s tool . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 28 0 ) , 217 9 : 3 . ] 

9913 . Dey use frogs f o '  luck . P eoples carry it around in dere pockets fo ' 
..-blin' , an ' as long as d i s  frog j ump s , i t ' s  lucky t uh yo ' ;  but whenevah dis 

FlOG USED TO DIAGNO S E  RECOVERY OR DEATH OF PAT I ENT 
f r o g  s tops , it ' s  bad luck. 
i f  yo ' wanta gamble .  
O r  eithah , yo ' could run 

[ase it on ] a person s ick , an ' as long as d i s  f r o g  j umps , de person will recovah; 
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but if yo ' go roun ' an ' it don ' j ump ,  dat ' s a s i gn o f  quick death . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1518) , 2 6 9 7 : 9 . ] 

9 9 1 4 . I f  ah b e  in de baid s ick - ah hear ' d  dat i f  yo ' b e  in de baid s ick an ' 
yo ' are poisoned , yo ' ketch a live frog an ' wherevah de mis ery is , yo ' put dat 
frog dere an ' dat frog turn green , but i f  yo ' are no t poisoned , why he won ' t .  

A F I RST-CLAS S EXAMPLE OF THERAPEUTIC LEGERDEMAIN 
PATIENT ON WHOM LIVE FROG TURNS GREEN I S  POISONED 

[To under s t and this remark
able frog- turning-green r i t e , 
let us examine a s imilar r i t e  
previous ly given , t h e  hoodoo 

woman from Bergen Junc t ion (re ference later) . Here the vic t im ,  having exchanged 
shoes with anothe r man , wore them to work next day : Dat night he wasn ' t  ab le  to 
walk home . He was hoppin ' .  His laig was hurtin ' al l up �  olean up tuh ' is knee . 
An ' yo ' kin hear ' im  hol lerin ' .  Ah hear ' im my ownse lf . . .  two b loaks . De doator 
[M. D. ] he aome . De doator aouldn ' t  do no good. Dey had to go git • . .  big [prob
ab ly both in siae and importanae ] hoodoo woman stay out from Bergen Junation . . • 
she aome dere and she put her han ' on ' im jes ' lak dis heah [demonstrates ] an ' 
drag it over ' is faae - we al l standing dere lookin ' at ' em - bring ' er han ' 
right down ovah ' is faae jes ' lak dat an ' aarried it straight on down� right ovah 
dat laig. An ' she done dat three times� an ' . . . two toadyfrogs hopped outa dat 
man ' s  laig� an ' dat man got al l right.  Come out [ the frogs aame out ] baak dere 
where de two p laaes ' bout tuh aome to a haid - where it done� you know� formed a 
aorruption . Here we have one o f  those head-down- to-feet r i t es that dr ives di
sease or evil out o f  the b ody through the feet , o f t en the b i g  toe , into or on t o  
t h e  gr ound . How a sle ight-o f-hand ar t i s t  would have p e r f o rmed t h i s  t r ick I do 
no t know , but I can sugges t  a poss ible method . The hoodoo woman , probably saying 
she wo rked In the Name of the Lord , opened her r ight hand , turned it about t o  
show it emp ty ,  and laid it o n  t o p  o f  t h e  man ' s head In the Name of the Father . 
Then slowly the open palm went down over the man ' s face , neck , shoulder , s ide of 
b ody to hip , thigh , knee , leg , foot and f inally r e s t ed open palm on the ground . 
There may have been verbal mumbo j umbo along the descent . Next our hoodoo oper
ator saying she would now use mo re force , closed her hand loosely and began at 
the man ' s head again ;  this time In the Name of the Son . Her half-closed hand 
go ing down this t ime pressed heavier against the man ' s body . A third t ime and 
In the Name of the Holy Ghost ,  she laid her hand on the man ' s head , but now hand 
was a closed f i s t  pres s ing heavily on i t s  downward j ourney over the man ' s body . 
When she opened her f i s t  on the gr ound i t  was emp ty but two frogs , young ones 
probably the s i z e  of hulled peanuts were j ump ing about . (Yes , I have seen many 
of these small frogs . )  She then pointed out de two p laaes ' bout tuh aome to a 
haid� where it done� you know� formed a aorruption . Surely the aorruption on 
the man ' s leg was the misdirect ion permi t t ing the releas e o f  the frogs . (For 
this hoodoo woman from Bergen Junct ion , see No . l 2 6 3 , p . 441 , v . l . )  The reader 
will now under s t and how in our present r i t e  the non-green frog suddenly could 
turn gr een . And f inally the reader should no t ice how the present informant 
quickly changes from if ah be  in de baid siak to if you be in de baid siak . This 
change occurs frequently in HOODOO. After all I was a total s t ranger t o  my in
formants , many o f  whom cons idered me a hoodoo doctor ! Reference for green- frog 
r i t e : Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 1 9 ) , 206 1 : 8 . ] 

9 9 1 5 . "To take o f f  spell - b o il frog - bathe down - then mix some wat er with 
this and let pat ient dr ink it . "  [This is my original shorthand transcript ion o f  

BOIL FROG - BATHE PATI ENT DOWN - PATIENT DRINKS THI S 
r i t e  my transcriber mis s ed .  
I do no t recall anything 
qui te like it , this hair-

o f-do g- that-b it-you rite . I t  comes f rom an excellent hoodoo woman , Memphis , 
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Tenn . , ( 96 0 ) , 1 5 48 : 3 . ] 
9 9 16 . [ Desp i t e  the exce l lent hoodoo woman from Memphis in the preceding rite , 

drinking fro g-water could b e  dangerous ] .  To put fro g in person , boil frog and 

BOILED-FROG WATER IN FOOD GIVES YOU FROGS 
put this water in person ' s  food . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 157 2 : 1 . ] 
9 9 17 . [ S imilar to the preced ing r i te 

is this one in whi ch a frog i s  dressed for you ] : 
I ' ve heard they kin dress a frog an ' i f  that frog get anywheres near you , 

yo ' ll get i t . [ This dressing o f  an animal to carry ounjure t o  you was once fair

A FROG CAN BE DRESSED FOR YOU ALONE 
KEEP AWAY FROM FROGS TO AVOID CUNJURE 

Hames and killed i t  - one o f  the f ines t 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 3 4 ) , 2 7 3 : 6 . ] 

9 9 1 8 . We l l , o n c e  a man went p i cking 
snake , so he run to a woman ' s  hous e an ' 

ly common , making every wild o r  s tray an
imal sus pect ; but no such rite can equal 
the one in which a woman with a s t ick 
chased a wandering chi cken in the 3 Holy 
things in HOODOO , No . 205 , p . 58 ,  v . l . ] 

huckleberr ies an ' he go t b it by a ratt le
d e  woman said , "Ah ' ll git a bullfrog 

AS AID FOR RATTLESNAKE B ITE USE BULLFROG BLOOD 
right quick . " S o  she went out 
in de bushes an ' caught a b i g  
bullfrog an ' c u t  ' im an ' j e s '  

laid ' im right on de p lace where he was b it at . Le t dat [bul l f ro g ]  b lood run 
down on dat p lace . An '  so he made i t  tuh de doctah an ' de doctah s aved ' im .  
[ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1006) , 1 6 24 : 8 . ] 

9 9 1 9 . Put frog eggs in food ; c r eates f r o gs ins ide . [ Mob i le ,  Ala . , 9 4 5 : 4 ] .  
lVo drops o f  frog b lood in d rink creates frogs in person . Can b e  cured by sweet 

milk , saltpeter , and alum . [ Mob ile , Ala . , 9 20 : 4 ] .  
FROG :  E GGS - BLOOD - POWDER S t arve frog to death , parch head to powder , feed 

to a person , frogs ins ide you . [Vi cksb urg , Mis s . ,  
99 7 : 3 ] . Fro g  burned to powder , mix with graveyard dirt , across enemy ' s  path for 
bad luck . [ Snowhi ll , Md . ,  f rom man born and lived early life near S ewanee , 

� EGG YOLK - ON TOAD BELLY - COOKED FOR VICTIM 
Tenn . , 9 : 1 ] .  
9 9 20 . Yo ' kin take a hen aig 
an ' rub it ovah d e  s tomach of 

a frog an ' den cook it in anybody ' s  food an ' 
(Cook what in the food ? )  

dat will kill ' em .  

Cook d e  ai g .  Jes ' chip d e  aig i n  d e  food an ' i t  will kill ' em .  
(You j us t  rub the who le egg? ) 
[MY who le egg could inc lude the shell ! ]  

Yeah , j es '  rub de raw a i g  ovah dis frog ' s  s t oma ch an ' dat wi ll ki ll ' em. [ In
for.ant sur e ly means toad , an animal cons idered p o i s onous in fo lklore . The words 
� aig ind i c ate that the cook , after cracking the egg , lets the yolk run down 
awer the belly o f  the animal and then cooks it for the vi c t im . ] [Brunswick , Ga . , 

P.IDG BLOOD IN FOOD OR DRINK - LIVE FROGS INS IDE 
(somewhere in 1 230 ' s) , 2087 : 1 . ] 
9 9 2 1 . Take a frog ' s  b lood an '  
squeeze i t  i n  s omepin [ to eat 

� drink ] an ' give it tuh yuh an ' dere came de live f r o gs in yuh . [ S t . Peters

9 DBOPS O F  TOADFROG BLOOD CURES DRUNKARD 

'-if pint o f  whi skey , an ' dat ' ll s top him. 

bur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 2 2 ) , 1654 : 5 . ] 
9 9 2 2 .  Ke tch a toadfrog an '  kill ' im 
an ' d rop nine drops of blood in a 

(From d rinking - a heavy liquo r  d rinker . )  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1095) ,  1 7 6 5 : 1 5 . ] 
99 23 . Ketch a toadfrog an ' put war t s  a l l  ovah yo ' .  Take dat an '  git ' is 

�h lye , yo ' know , when he make watah , an ' git warts all ovah yo ' .  Take 
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dat an ' put da t ·  ahambeP lye on yo ' an ' dere comes war ts all ovah yo ' • • •  

URINE OF TOADFROG THROWN ON P ERSON CAUSES WART S 

FROG URINE CAUSES WART S 

(How would they put that on 
a per son? ) 
They would throw it on ' em .  
[Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 15 7 3) , 
2 6 8 0 : 3 . ] 
9 9 24 . Ke tch a frog an ' put 
' im on somebody , yo ' know , an ' 

de war t s . [Wa r t s  are usually 
when he makes watah , dat makes 

a t t r ib uted to a toad , no t frog . ] [ Faye t t eville , 
N .  Car . , ( 14 2 1) , 2 5 6 1 : 5 . ] 

9 9 25 . Take a toadfPog an ' squeeze him an ' take 
if a per son yo ' don ' t like , see . S queeze him till 

SQUEEZE URINE FROM TOADFROG - ADD BLUE STONE - YOUR 
URINE - PERSON DRINKING THESE 3 - SWELLS AND DIES 

his watah [ ur ine ] out of ' im ,  
yo ' g i t  ' is watah outa him .  

An '  when yo ' g i t  ' is wa tah 
outa ' im ,  take a li ' l  blue
a tone an ' mix it up wit dat 
toadfPog wa tah , an ' add some 

o f  yore watah [ ur ine ] tuh it . 
t uh ' em in a drink o r  somep in , 

I t  will caus e de person tuh swell up . Yo ' give i t  
dey ' ll swell u p  an ' bus t . [ Faye t t eville ,  N .  Car . , 

( 1415) , 2049 : 6 . ] 
SPLIT OP EN LIVE FROG AND POULTICE FOR POISON 9 92 6 . J i s ' lak dey say if yo ' 

poisoned, yo ' take a frog an ' 
split ' im open alive an ' tie ' im on . 
cros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1 1 0 2 ) , 1 7 7 6 : 16 . ] 

Dey say dat will kill dat poison . [Way-

9 9 2 7 . [ T o ] s top a man from makin ' watah , yo ' could take dat frog an ' split 
' im op en an ' f ill ' im up fulla sal t an ' peppah ; an ' pull ' im back tuhg ethah an ' 
hang ' im up . Split ' im open ' l ive . Why dey couldn ' t  make watah ' long as dat wuz 

SPLIT OP EN LIVE FROG - FILL WITH SALT AND P EPPER 
HANG UP - VICTIM INTENDED UNABLE TO URINATE 

done . 
(Do they do any thing with the 
person ' s water at all? ) 
No sir . [ Since the vic t im ' s  

ur ine is no t used on the frog o r  in any way here , magic power is one o f  intent ion 
verbally unexpres s ed . ] [ Fay e t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 1 2 ) , 2 5 3 9 : 7 . ] 

9 9 2 8 . (Oh , the shoe ! You mean the rubber tire - automob ile , the inner tube , 
the ins ide tub e ? ) 

Yes , s ir . Well , all r ight . Wel l , yo ' 
o f  it an ' take somp in - take a l i t tle ole 

take dat an ' burn it an ' git de ashes 
rock camphah an ' put wit dat . S e e . 

PROTE CTION FROM BURIED CUNJURE : 3 INGREDIENT S : 
RUBBER INNER-TUBE ASHES - TOADFROG GREASE - CAMPHOR 
RUB THI S SALVE ON SOL E S  OF FEET - WALK OVER ANYTHING 

All r igh t den , well , now 
an ' den yo ' ketch yuh a 
toadyfPog .  Yo ' unders tand 
now . All r ight , ketch yuh 
a toadyfPog an ' e f  yo ' 

don ' wanta kill de toadyfPog - ah done fry de toadyfPog ,  f ry him in a pan . An ' 
git de grease outa ' im a n '  put dat in dere . An ' rub dat on de b o t tom o f  yore 
foot [ fee t ] . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dey can ' t harm [ aunjuPe ] yo ' . [The burning o f  the rubb er tire , caus ing a bad 

odor , deters witchcraf t ;  see Saato logia Me thods to Repu lse Wi tahaPaft , Nos . l 6 4 8 1-
164 9 9 . pp . 9 0 3 - 90 9 , FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS , 2nd ed . ,  1 9 6 5 . ] [ Jack
sonville , Fla . , ( 6 03) , 7 8 1 : 1 . ] 

9 9 2 9 . Ef yo ' go t any idea dat anybody ' s  do in ' any thin ' tuh yuh ,  yo ' kin take 
dat frog an ' keep ' im in de hous e fuh n ine day s . 

(Keep him Pight ins ide of the house? ) 
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In de house - fuh nine days . Well , a f t ah keep in' dat toadfrog fuh nine days 
int uh de hous e ,  dem p eople whut tryin '  t ub do yuh hahm [ harm ] dey ' ll come t ub 

TO PROTECT YOURS ELF - KEEP FROG IN HOUSE 9 DAYS 
THEN ENEMY WILL COME TO BORROW - REFUSE LOAN 

yuh home evah - each an ' 
evah day an ' t r y  t ub b ahrah 
s omep in f r om yuh . Don ' t 
nevah len '  dem nuthin , s ee .  

I f  yuh len ' dem anythin ' ,  dey kin d o  yuh anythin ' dey wantuh .  Long a s  yuh don ' 
lend nuthin i t ' s  all right . [ J acksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 6 17 ) , 7 9 2 : 3 . ] 

9 9 30 . And then you kin take , ah - now this is self exp er ienc e .  Not for my
s el f  b ut when I was a kid growing up ; I gues s round ab out four t een , twelv e ,  thir
teen , four t een year s .  S e e ,  I was rai s ed in the count r y  and worked on a farm . 

LIVE FROG IN CAN ON BACK OF STOVE MAKES POWDER 
DO NOT OP EN FOR 9 DAY S - EACH DAY WISH FOR MAN 
SEW THI S FROG POWDER IN BAG OF NEW YELLOW C OTTON 
YOU GET ANY MAN - GO ANYWHERE - ALWAY S HAVE LUCK 

My father d ied when I wa s 
small in 1 9 0 3  and nothin ' b ut 
a woman rai s ed me . My mother 
and I didn ' t  have any thing , 
she and me had to work . Well , 
this was a ageab l e  [ elderly ] 

.an and he was ab le to pay high wages for , you know , a full-grown man and he ' d  
work lot sa children ,  you s ee .  You s ee , where tho s e  lar ge farmer s d idn ' t b o ther 
with we child r en , he ' d  work us in t urnin ' [ sweet p otato ] vines and s et t in '  out 
his potatoes like that . And this was a gr een frog . I t ' s  not a b ul l frog . I t ' s  
between a toadfrog and a b ullfrog . I exp ec t you ' ve s een him. He ' s green and has 
�hose b lack sp ecks on his b ack . I t ' s  long-legged though . S ome say eventually 
after they ge t  old they turn to a b ull frog . But he us ed to ket ch tho s e  frogs and 
he ' d  t ell we childr en t o  cat ch ' em . But i f  he didn ' t t el l  us to ket ch , we could 
ket ch ' em. But he ' d  t ell us to ketch ' em and we would ket ch ' em and he ' d  put it 
in his pocket and it wouldn ' t  j ump out . And he said you take tho s e  frogs and put 
i t  up in a bot t l e  and make your wish . And s et him on d e  s t ove and dry him out 
and take that and do anything you want to do with it . 

Well , of cour s e ,  dis man I knew was p r et t y  good and he always s eemed to b e  
lucky . H e  t o l t  another girl and I one day - we was pret ty good in s et t in '  out 
potatoes . S o  he asked us to ket ch every one of tho s e  frogs that we could s ee .  
See, we ' d  have t o  go t o  the d i t ch t o  dip out wat er , you know , t o  wat er tho s e  
sprout s that was p lant ed ther e .  S o  w e  come to him , w e  asked him .  "Well , "  he 
says ,  "Well , I ' ll t ell you-all something i f  you ' ll [ not ] t el l . "  Ah says , "Wel l , 
what ' s  that ? "  Ah says , "Never is a long time . " He say s , "Wel l , i f  you-all want 
�hose boys you going with , "  he say , "why go ahead and mar r y  ' em , " says , " b ut I '  11 
�ell you , " s ay s , " Viola , "  s ay s , " this b oy you going with , "  he says , "he ain ' t 
pin ' make you any good husband at all . " Says , "They i s  fas t ,  b ut you get �hese 
li�tle spr ing frogs , you s ee ,  these lit t l e  green frogs where you kin squeeze ' ea  
-d they �oes way up into wat e r . "  He say s , "You cat ch every one o f  tho se you 
kin f ind .  He says , " I f  you all have a f i g  b ush , you kin get plenty of ' ea  in 
t:here . " And he says , "And you get that frog , " he says , " and put him i n  a box 
-.d .ake your wish . " And h e  says , "And s e t  him in d e  s t ove or onto �he back of 
the stove . 11 He says , " I n  a small can l ike a f ive- cent o r  t en-c ent bakinr»powder 
1lo:z:. [can ] where you kin close i t  up . Put him in there alive , "  he say and he 
&:78 1  "you d oesn ' t open him in nine days , " he says , "but each day JUke your wi sh 
far �hi s  man . "  He says , "When you op en that f r og , " he says , 11you have you a 
•ieee of yellow cot t on .  G o  t o  the s t ore and b uy you five-cen� piece of yellow 
��on , or you migh t b uy two or three cent s wor th if you kin ge� i� . "  Thr ee 
ceDts wor�h - that was dur ing war t ime [Wo r ld War I ]  - was j us� abou� as wide as 
,..r chin [ ? ] . He says , "And make you a l i t t l e  bag and make i� four comer s , "  
• says , "j is ' s o  it won ' t b e  anything b ut the form o f  �he fro g . "  He says , " S ew 



3 8 9 8  - Memo i r s  of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

all that dus t in ther e , "  he s ays , " and you ' ll always have good luck , and get any 
man you want and go anywhere you want to . "  And ah know her made it for r eal . 
She r eally did it . An ' she came there and she bought five dollar s wo rth o f  
f i g s  when she g o t  one o f  tho s e  frogs . W e  [man informant worked for ] had a lar ge 
fig orchard , and she come there and threw the money down . [ E l i z abeth City , 
N .  Car . , ( 4 3 8 ) , 3 9 1 : 5+ ] . 

9 9 3 1 . Like for ins tance , you would t ake a bullfro g ,  leave him dry , pound 
that up to a powder , giving it to the individual . 

( I  s ee . ) 
GIVE BULLFROG ASHES TO VICTIM After giving it t o  the individual , cro s s ing two 
CRO S S  2 NAILS UNDER HIS STEP S nai l s  under their s tep where they go in and from .  

And their bowels will lock . [ The cro s s ed nails 
and s acrificed-bullfro g  ashes under the s tep s indicate s erious troub l e  here . 
Since bullfro g  ashes are not s o  common as tho s e  of ordinary frogs , I suggest that 
the vic tim here wil l  die a horrible death , croaking like a bull frog ! ]  [ New Or
leans , La . , ( 87 9 ) , 1446 : 1 . ] 

9 9 3 2 . Well , i t ' s  ' cardin ' tuh whut dey put down fo ' yuh tuh walk ovah . Wel l , 
dey kin put d i f f ' ren ' things down fo ' yuh tuh walk ovah . Wel l , j i s '  fo ' ins tant 

TO MAKE PERSON HOP AWAY OR MOVE - KILL FROG 
DRY IN SUN - POWDER UP - SPRINKLE ON HIS PATH 

[ instance ] s ay yuh kin t ake frogs 
d e  way d ey hop s . Well , dey takes 
dat fro g . I t ' s  how dey fix de 
s t uf f . Yuh s ee d ey t akes dat 

frog an ' kills ' em an ' dey lay dat frog in de sun an ' let ' im  dry up , yuh see 
j i s '  dry up dry . An ' dey powdahs dat up yuh s ee .  When dey powdahs dat up , dey 
put dat down dere fo ' yuh tuh walk ovah , yuh see . Or else dey take it an ' throw 
i t  in yore room s ome place an ' yuh walk ovah dat , why dat supposed tuh make yuh 
move , yuh s ee .  Dat ' ll move yuh , run yuh away , yuh s ee .  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1549 ) , 
281 3 : 9 . ] 

9 9 3 3 . Yo ' kin take a p er s on ' s s to ckin ' s  an ' t ake de s ame thing , toadfrog 
dust an ' bury it in de root o f  a t r ee , a young tree while it ' s  yet growin ' ,  an ' 

TOADFROG DUST IN SOCKS BURIED 
IN ROOT OF YOUNG TREE 

KILL S OWNER O F  SOCKS AS TREE GROWS 

in a f ew yeahs dey ' ll pas s  away . Dey d aid . 
(You mean you put this frog dust in thi s 
s tocking? ) 
No , yo ' take de same dus t an ' wrap it up in 
d e  socks an ' p ick yo ' a good l i t tle p l ace 

in de root of de tree , whah d e  root growin ' whah i t ' s  goin ' a covah it up . Well , 
fin ' ly dat r o o t  covah i t  up an ' smothah i t  s o  i t  cain ' t git no air , yor e  gone . 

LEFT EYE O F  FROG - MILK SQUEEZED FROM 
BOTTLED - KEPT AT STEP S - KEEP S LAW AWAY 

[ New Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 6 9 ) , 2 8 8 2 : 3 . ] 
9 9 34 . Ah ' d  get me a frog an ' ah ' d  
squeeze de left eye , squeeze de mi Zk 
out o f  it • • •  ah ' d  put it in a bot tle 

an ' put it right by mah s t ep s an ' de 
s.  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 5 3 : 1 . ] 

law can ' t come in mah hous e . [ Charles ton , 

9 9 3 5 . Gi t de toadfrog . 
p lug ' i s eyes out an ' leave 

Yo ' t ake him an ' kill ' im an ' aft ah yo ' kill ' im ,  
i t  dry an ' makin ' a powdah wit it . Yo ' throw dat 

KILL A TOADFROG - REMOVE EYES - DRY AND POWDER 
IN VICTIM1 S CLOTHES CAUSES SORE S - M . D .  USELE SS 

in de p er s on ' s s tockin ' s o r  
i n  d e y  undahweah o r  anywheah 
[ in clothin g ]  an ' in a length 
of time i t ' l l go in de po ' s  

[ pores ] dat-a-way , an ' i t ' ll create 
whut de phi-si-ai-an will give yo ' , 
tuh b e  kinda lak a cancah . 

(Jus t a b ad sore? ) 

one de b add e s t  so [ sores ] an ' ah don ' care 
he ain ' t goin ' tuh s top i t . I t ' ll b ecome 
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Yes . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 15 6 0 ) , 2 8 5 6 : 1 . ] 
99 3 6 .  Lak a frog or a f i sh dat dries . I t  mus t b e  dr ied intuh a dus t .  De 

frog killed an ' let it go tuh a dus t an ' kin put dat intuh peop l e  an ' it be a 

FROG DUS T  IN FOOD OR DRINK CREATE S FROG IN PERS ON 

ENEMY GIVEN TOADFROG ASHE S  IN WATER WILL WITHIN 
A FEW DAYS COUGH UP OR SPIT OUT YOUNG TOADFROGS 

fro g .  Give i t  tuh ' em in 
dey food or drink . 
( I s  there any way of gett ing 
tho s e  out ? ) 
Well , ah don ' t know . [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 6 8 ) , 
2 8 8 0 : 1 0 . ] 
9 9 37 . Yo ' kin take a toad
frog , an ' in takin ' dat toad
frog , yo ' kin b ake  de toady -
frog an ' take his ashes . An '  

yo ' kin rub lak yo ' rub yore han ' on a p iece o f  p ap ah , rub i t  ri ght l ak dis [ dem
ons trates ] ,  an ' yo ' kin drop dose ashes in watah . S e e . I f  dey have enemies , dey 
give ' em  dat . Give ' em tuh de person dat dey wanta give ' em tuh , yo ' know , an ' 
dey drink ' em .  Well , p erhap s i n  a f ew days dey ' l l b e  coughin ' up toadfrogs ,  
spitt in '  out toadfrogs . [Wil s on , N .  Car . , (1 4 7 5 ) , 2 5 5 4 : 9 . ] 

9 9 3 8 . Well , yo ' take a frog an ' if yo ' wanta j es '  kill s omeb ody an ' don ' 
vanta , yo ' know , j es '  kill ' em right n ow ,  yo ' ketch a frog an ' put it in de cook-

to KILL A PERS ON GRADUALLY - PUT FRO G POWDER IN 
4 CORNERS OF HI S BEDROOM - SP RINKLE IN HI S FOOD 
lBIS GROWS LIVE FROGS IN VI CTIM AND KILLS HIM 

s t ove an ' b ake him real hard . 
An ' when he git s cool enough , 
yo ' take de frog out an ' j es '  
mash i t  intuh a powdah . An '  de 
person [ to be killed ] ,  whatevah 

room de per s on s leep in , yo ' put it in each fo ' cornahs . An ' each t �e dey eat , 
yo ' sprinkle j e s '  a p inch in dey food . I f  it ' s  a well , hearty per son , dey ' ll 
j es ' git tuh de place where dey won ' t have a appet ite , an ' dey ' l l grad ' ly [ gr ad
ually ] , de app e t i t e  grad ' ly will grow po ' ah [ p oorer ] yo ' know , an ' dey ' ll die 
j es ' p ine away . I f  it ' s  a s ick person ,  why d ey already s ick an ' it don ' take 
dea l ong tuh die . An ' d i s  frog [ dus t ] , i f  dey eat much o f  it , will grow a l ive 
frog in ' em .  Dey [ frogs ] wil l move all ab out i n  dey body but i t  will kill ' em . 
(Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 39 0) , 2 4 9 2 : 4 . ] 

9 9 39 . Take a toadfrog. Ket ch ' im ' l ive an ' git chew a hot pot . Put dat 
taadjrog in dere an ' fry ' im up an ' let ' im go tuh a dus t . Take dat toadjrog 

lB A HOT POT REDUCE A TOADFROG TO DUST - ADD 
iBISKEY - STRAIN - DRINK - YOU SWELL UP AND DIE 

an ' he go tuh a dust . An • 
yo ' take an' git chew de b es t  
o f  whiskey , an '  put dat toad
frog in d er e  an ' yo ' strain 

dat .  Yo ' strain it an ' d en yo ' come along an ' ah ' l l drink it . When yo ' dr ink , 
jis'  l ak de toadfrog swell up , yo ' swell up an ' yo ' die . [Algier s , La . , (159 3) , 
2999 : 15 . ] 

9940 .  Dey take de frog an ' parch it up -
� blood an ' den yo ' p arch de frog an ' grind 

kill i t  an ' parch it . Save some o f  
i t  up , an ' put dat blood back i n  i t  

CDm iNE  FROG BLOOD AND POWDER WITH S ULPHUR AND 
antSTONE - PUT IN PERS ON i S FOOD OR DRINK TO KI LL 

an ' put it in watah [ to 
drink ] o r  put it in yore 
food . But dey have sulphuh 
in it - sulphuh an ' b r im-

�e in d i s  frog wit de b l ood . An ' dey put it 
�] or s omep in o thah , or whi skey or somepin , 
kill yuh. 

�t would that s tuff d o  when it got ins ide 

in yuh food or in yuh wat er [ you 
an ' give it tuh yuh an ' dat would 

of you? ) 
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I t  would eat on yuh inte s t ines an ' eat all de linin ' out chore s tahmuck an ' 
yuh intes tines , an '  kill yuh . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1209) , 2043 : 4 . ] 

9 9 41 . Ke tch a toadfrog an ' yo ' take her ri ght fo ' foo t an ' yo ' s c ratch i t  
on a piece o f  thr ead , cot ton , not yarn thread . Yo ' put five kno ts in i t . Yo ' 
scratch de foo t enough tuh make it b leed , an ' yo ' tie her foo t . Dat ' s  de way yo ' 

SCRATCH WITH A COTTON THREAD - NOT YARN - RIGHT 
FOOT OF TOADFROG UNT IL IT BLEEDS - WET THREAD 
3 TIMES IN BLOOD - T I E  5 KNOTS IN THREAD AND 
WHILE TYING THEM TO FROG ' S  FOOT CALL VICTIM ' S  
NAME ANNA 4 T IMES SAY ING YO ' GO !  AT EACH 
NAME THRUST YOUR HAND AWAY FROM YOU - THEN 
PUT FROG DOWN - AS FROG HOPS AWAY SO WILL WOMAN 
BUT AFTER YOU S ET FROG DOWN NEVER LOOK BACK 

make a pers on leave , i f  yo ' 
don ' wan t ' em tuh s tay . Dat ' s  
de s econd way yo ' make ' em ,  
s ee . An ' when yo ' t i e  ' er f oot , 
wha tevah her name is , "Anna ! 
Anna ! Anna ! Anna ! "  Call ' er 
fo ' times , say , "Yo ' go ! "  When 
yo ' name ' er an '  tell ' er tuh 
go , yo ' send yore han ' out dat 
way an ' put ' er [ frog ] down . 

Tie dat foo t t i ght . An ' yo ' ll nevah see de woman no mo ' ,  i f  i t ' s  a woman . An ' 
i f  i t ' s  a man , yo ' ll nevah see ' im no mo ' .  An '  yo ' ll nevah see de frog no mo ' 
But chew tie dat cot ton thr ead dat she b leed on . She ' ll keep a-hoppin ' ,  j es '  
lak yo ' j es '  tie i t ,  she ' ll hop . 

[ When you call Anna four t imes , each time s ending yore han ' out dat way , you 
are sending her to the four corners of the earth , a common expres s ion in hoodoo 
f rom the Bibli cal Book of Reve Zation , 7 : 1 . ] 

(You s cratch this frog ' s  leg un til i t  b leeds . Then you tie a s tring around 
that leg ? ) 

Yo ' we t dat s tring three times wi t de b lood dat come f rom de foo t . 
(Wha t do you d o  wi th tha t s t r ing then ? ) 
T i e  i t  to dat lai g ,  on her lai g ,  whatevah de name i s . Turn her a-loos e .  An '  

when yo ' s tar t away , yo ' don ' t  wan ta look back tuh see whi c h  way s he goes . ( The 
woman that was in here is s upposed to be pre t ty good , but she ' s  been i ll and she 
couldn ' t  ge t things together . I don ' t  know whe ther she knows any thing very much 
or not . )  [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 40) , 2 786 : 4 . ] 

9 9 42 . (Well , s uppose the woman i s  s topping the man ? )  
We ll , she gi t a live toadfrog ,  an ' g i t  s ome of d i s  heah Blue S eal vas eline 

an ' grease him , grease dis f r o g  wi t dis vaseline . Greas e him [ frog ] good an ' 

TO KEEP MAN FROM RUNNING ROUND 
WOMAN GREASE S  TOADFROG AND WEARS 
ON BELLY WHEN SHE AND MAN TOGETHER 

yo ' [ he ]  come in dat night an ' she say , 
"Bab y ,  let ' s  go tuh bed . "  She ' ll grease 
him [ frog ] , he ' s  yet ' live , an ' wrap ' im 
up in a nice towel or any thing - j es ' dis 
rag she carryin ' tuh bed wi t ' er .  An ' 

she ' d  lay him [ frog ]  cross ' er breas t twix ' yo ' [ the man ] an ' ' er ,  an ' yo ' [ the 
man ] gi t on ' er an ' have her . Yo ' won ' run roun ' no mo ' .  Grease him [ frog ] wi t 
j i s '  cheap vas e l ine , j i s '  dat ole Blue S eal vase line - grease de frog good wi t 
i t . He [ frog ] goin ' lay quiet when yo ' [ she ] greas e him an ' lay dat cross ' er 
belly . [That las t word "belly" is an ins i gn i fican t change from informant ' s  pre
ceding "b reas t" as the res ting place for the woman ' s  wiping rag wi th i t ' s  greas ed 
fro g . Jus t as the grease - as s i s ted by the con f ining cloth - keeps the frog f rom 
hopp ing , so it wi ll preven t the man f rom hopping among o ther women . ]  [ This is a 
s exual impo tence r i t e . S even s imi lar ri tes using a frog for this purpose are : 
Nos . 3198-3203A ,  pp . 236 0-2 36 2 , vol . 3 . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 1 5 6 9 ) , 2882 : 5 . ] 

9 9 4 3 . Yo ' go t a enemy an ' yo ' don ' t  wan t ' em an ' [ o r ]  yo ' j is '  lak a man 
come in an ' take yuh wi fe . Now , i t ' s  two ways tuh do i t . Yo ' ketch a toadfrog 
dat hops an ' yo ' take a brass pin an ' s c ratch ' e r left lai g . An ' yo ' gi t a raw 
[not spun or twis ted ] thr ead . Tie yuh 9 kno t s  in i t . S c ratch de left lai g  an ' 
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ketch 9 drops of b lood , see . All r i ght , yo ' 

TIE 9 KNOTS IN A RAW THREAD AND SCRATCH 
LEFT LEG OF TOADPROG - CATCH 9 DROP S OF BLOOD 
nE IT ON RI GHT HIND LEG OF SAME TOADPROG 
BEFORE SUNRI SE - WI SH - CALL PERSON ' S NAME 
TURNING HEAD TO RIVER - TELL VICTIM TO GO 
CALL 3 TIMES : MARY GO !  MARY GO ! MARY GO ! 
THE WAY TURNED-LOOSE FROG GOES - S HE WILL GO 

Well , de way dat f r o g  go [ af t er you turn h im 
will go . [ Memphi s , T enn . , ( 9 6 7 ) , 1 5 6 2 : 9 . ] 

t i e i t  [ thr ead with b lo od ] on de 
hind r i ght laig an ' yo ' me et de 
sun b e fore it rises in de mawnin ' 
[ you do this b ef ore sunri se ] .  An '  

make a wish , call dis person ' s 
name an ' turn yer haid t oward de 
r ivah [ the Mi s s i s s ipp i ]  an '  t e l l  
' uh [ her ] tuh go . Call i t  three 
t ime s j i s ' l ak i t ' s  Mary , say :  
Mary go I Mary go I Mary go !  

loose ] dat ' s  de way who evah i t  i s  

9944 . Now , say i f  yo ' should go wi t ano t hah woman - ano thah man wife - an ' 
dat man [ husb and ] fix somep in an ' put i t  tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road .  An ' den he 

MAR AFTER ANOTHER MAN ' S  WI FE MEETS AT CROSSROADS 
IR THE DARK - BIG-EYED FROG WI ELDING 2 STICKS 

[ this husb and after o ther 
man ' s wife ] s tar ted out dere 
a t  night . He said de thing 
look lak it wus a fro g .  Y o ' 

know , dese frog dat go t b ig eyes . An ' [ he ]  said dat he had two s t icks an ' he 
whipped ' im [ almo s t ] tuh death . An ' when he come home mah mo thah go t up dat 
.avnin ' . [ She did not get up as a rule when he came home lat e . ] He wus layin ' 
on de po ' ch j e s '  as drunk as he could b e .  [He ] said he didn ' t know whut wus in 
· �, but it wus somep in lo ok lak a frog had two s t icks . An '  he [ frog with two 
sticks ] whipped h im [man who came home late ] t o  death . But he [man ] didn ' t l ive 
[ Fro g ] k i lled ' im .  [ Informant thinks the frog was cunj ured up by deceived hus

band or roo tman employed b y  him ,  but a b e t ter theory would be Doator Alcohol 
produced frog wi th two s t icks . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 15 ) , 2061 : 1 2 . ] 

99 4 5 . You can take the sho e and you can b ury i t  at the step , but b e fore you 
bury it you put some p arsley in i t .  And get one o f  these here bullfrogs - these 

IF WOMAN PUT S PARSLEY AND LIVE TOADPROG IN MAN ' S  
SBDE - BURIES UNDER STEP S - HE WILL BE UNDER HER 

toadfrogs - and b ury that at 
your step , an ' she ' ll have 
that man under her all his 
days . You put the frog in 

�re too with the p arsley , in the shoe and bury that shoe , and she would have 
hia under her all the t ime . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 a ) , 136 6 : 7 . ] 

COT TOADPROG IN HALF - BURY - BRINGS MAN HOME 
9946 . Dat ' s  tuh b r ing a man b ack 
home . Well , dey takes ' im an ' 
cuts ' im hal f in two - dat ' s  de 

��g - cuts ' im hal f in two an ' bur i e s  ' im around de hous e .  Dat i s  supposed 
� bring de man b ack home . Jes ' one toadfrog .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 21 ) , 

E TOOK STRAND OF GIRL ' S HAIR TO DOCTOR McKINNA 
8BD TIE IT TO LEG OF FRO G  PUT ON SHINGLE IN RIVER 
AS FROG HOPPED OFF SHINGLE SO GI RL HOPPED TOWARD 
� OR AWAY FROM HIM DEPENDING ON INTENTION 

2 7 13 : 1 5 . ] 
9947 . About dis toadfrog ,  
ah b een heahin ' ab out dat . 
Ah b een heahin ' ' b out a man 
dat stayed at C l inton [ North 
C ar o l ina ] d a t  did dis . S o  

� vent tuh s e e  ' im .  Well , he 
WRll. he takes d i s  girl ' s haah 
ole junipah shingle . 

tells me tuh b r ing ' im some de gir l ' s  hiah [ ha ir] . 
an ' t i es it roun ' a frog ' s  la i g ,  an ' h e  t ake ' im  a 

(Jus t an ordinary shingle made from j un iper? ) 
Yessuh . Yo ' know hi t won ' t s ink .  An ' he car r ies 

tt in runnin ' watah . 
�t does he throw in? ) 

i t  tuh de r ivah an '  throws 
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He takes d i s  f r o g  an ' put ' im on d i s  shingle an ' throw [ lays ] hit in runnin ' 
watah , an ' as dis f r o g  leaves heah an ' it goes down [ the rive r ] , an ' as dis frog 
leaves heah an ' i t  hop ag ' in ,  d i s  woman would hop - walk j is '  lak dis frog ho p .  
Dat ' s  true fo ' ah s e e  i t  mahs el f .  

(He j us t  put this f r o g  on the shingle and put the shingle in the water , in the 
b ackwate r ; and as this f r o g  hop s out of that water [ I  mean ] o f f  that shingle and 
ge t s  on land again , [ s o will the woman hop away ] . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 44 0 ) ,  

WOMAN STEWS TOADFROG - PUTS I N  MAN ' S  FOOD FOR LOVE 
26 0 9 : 3 . ] 
9 9 4 8 . Dey take dat ole toad
frog an ' s tew ' im up , take 

' im  an ' s t ew ' im up . An '  yo ' know de people dat is d i r t y . Dey take dat ole toa� 
frog an ' s tew ' im  up an ' put ' im intuh s omp in tuh eat , what chew eat , but chew 
won ' t know any thing ab out i t . Ah have had ' em do dat tuh me , yes s i r . 

Dey take dat ole toadfrog , yo ' know , an ' skin ' im an ' dry ' im ,  an ' mix i t  
wi t s omep in tuh eat what dey cooks . Ah reckon dey done me dat way . An ' yo ' 
know when dey s t ew ' em - i t lak s tew , j e s '  lak dat - yo ' take a ole bullfro g , 
ole long bull fro g , yo ' know , an ' skin ' im .  He looks lak a chicken [ a f t e r  he is 
skinned ] .  Well , dey take de ole othah toadfrog an ' s t ew ' im up . C ook ' im r i ght 
along wit somepin tuh eat . An '  yo ' ll take i t  all ri ght . Yo ' go dere an ' eat a t  
ni ght . D e n  when yo ' come i n  d a t  nex ' d a y  look lak yo ' gonna j es '  go fer ' er an ' 
eat ' er up - j es '  lak yo ' wanta eat ' er up . Make yo ' crazy ab out ' er .  [ Jackson-

ville , Fla . , (6 0 5 ) , 7 84 : 9 . ] 
-

A TOADFROG AND BLACKSNAKE SHED KEEPS 
WIFE HOME AND AWAY FROM OTHER MEN 

9949 . An '  y o '  kin take a toadfrog an '  a 
snake shed . Undahs tand , git a blacksnake 
shed an ' a toadfrog , an ' put it in yuh 

house .  Dat ' ll make yuh wife s tay at home . She won ' t bo thah wit nob ody el se . 
But yo ' have tuh keep i t  in yuh hous e .  [Mob ile , Ala . , (66 7 ) , 881 : 5 . ] 

9 9 5 0 . Well , ah ' ve heard ab out their us ing a toadyfrog to hurt chew . O r  i t  
b e  a ma t ter if a p e r s on is gone away and you want them t o  come back . You ' ll 

WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - CLOSE PAPER IN F RO G ' S  
MOUTH - KEEP FROG 9 DAYS - RELEASE - MAN RETURNS 

get a frog and you wri t e  their 
name nine t imes on a p iece of 
paper . And open the f r o g ' s  
mouth and you put this paper 

in the frog and you 
per s on will return . 

c l o s e  i t  up . And let the fro g s tay f o r  nine day s and the 
[ S avannah , Ga . , ( 53 9 ) , 66 0 : 9 . ] 

9 9 51 . Gi t  a toadfrog an ' 
TO SLEEP ON TOADFROG 9 DAYS MAKES PERSON PEACEFUL sleep on i t  fo ' nine days . 

I f  they [ s ome person is ] hard 
tuh g i t  along wi th , that ' ll make ' em come in the house an ' be peac e ful . [Memphis, 
Tenn . , ( 9 5 9 ) , 1 5 4 2 : 1 0 . ] 

9 9 5 2 . Yo ' kin take a green frog . Yo ' know , when a green f ro g  git on a leaf , 
yo ' kin take him an ' ketch ' im an ' put ' im in yuh pocket . But yo ' g i t  chew a 

b ran ' -new s ilk han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
CATCH A GREEN FROG - WRAP IN NEW S ILK HANDKERCHIEF 
WEAR SEVERAL DAYS - SWISH IN FACE OF GIRL WANTED 

an ' yo ' put - yo ' wrap ' im  
up in dat s ilk han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  
an ' put ' im intuh yuh pock

e t . An ' weah dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef lak dat a couple of days , wit dat green frog in 
i t . Jis ' lak a girl don ' want chew , don ' lak yuh or s omep in , an ' yo ' wanta make 
her lak yuh . An ' yo ' take ' im out of dere an ' take de han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' whip 
it on ' er j i s '  lak dat . She go wild ab out chew . 

(You whip her with the handkerchief ? ) 
Y e s , j is '  fan it on ' er ,  yo ' know . 
( Jus t fan i t  on h er? ) 
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Yes , an ' s h e  gi t w i l d  ab out chew . D a t  green f ro g .  
CWhat does the frog d o  t o  that handkerchief ? )  
Ah don ' t know what h e  do , but he makes love - make her love yuh . [New O rleans , 

La . , ( 85 9 ) , 136 7 : 10 . ] 
9 9 5 3 .  (Wi ll you talk louder? )  
See , s crap e  de b o ttom o f  yuh f o o t . 
(Yes ? )  
Gi t dat dirt out from under de track dere , s ee , 

dahs tan ' . S ew i t  up , yo ' see . An ' , s o  ah ' m  told , 
an ' put it in a b ag ,  yo ' un
gi t a toadfrog . S ew ' im up 

in dere wit dat b ag .  Dat 
is what dey call a hoodoo 
bag.  S e e , dat ' s  got chew 
hoodooed den . Dey ' ll t ake 
dat , t ake dat an' tote i t .  
Yo ' undah s t an ' . An '  takes 

FOOT SCRAPINGS AND FOOT TRACK IN BAG WITH TOADFROG 
THIS I S  A HOODOO BAG - WEAR O R  KEEP IN CORNER 
MAKES YOU MINDLES S  - ALWAY S  RUNNING - RE STLE S S  
OR ALSO KEEPING-HOME BAG - DEPENDING ON OPERATOR 

it an ' yo ' we ahs it dere in yuh house , put it s ome 
dat ' ll b ring ab out dat , yo ' see . 

p lace in yuh cornah , an '  

(Well , what will that do t o  me , i f  they put that in the corner o f  my bous e ? )  
Well , dat ' ll cuz yuh - yo ' can ' t s t ay a t  home . Yo ' g o  mindless , yo ' undah

stan ' . P rob ' b ly s e t  chew crazy or s omepin lak dat . Yo ' ain ' t at yuhself . 
Always runnin ' .  C an ' t s t an '  s till . 

(How many foot tracks o f  mine would they take up , I wonde r ? )  
They wouldn ' t w an t  but one . 
(One ? )  
One . 
(Would 
Either 
9 954 . 

they take the right one o r  the le f t ?  E i ther one ? )  
one . [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 73 6 ) , 10 0 7 : 1 . ] 

an '  b ur '  
Dey could take a frog an '  put ' im in a b ox an ' g i t  nine goldeye needles 

[bury ] ' em am [ around ] a chimley o r  s ome p lace lak dat . An ' go dere 
evah mawnin ' about nine o ' -

BURY FROG IN BOX NEAR OUTS IDE CHI MNEY 
9 MORNINGS GO THERE AND CRO S S  NEEDLES UNTIL 9 

ALSO WHILE THERE PRAY FOR INTENDED PERSON TO DIE 

clock , an '  fuh nine mawnin ' s .  
Yo ' b ur '  de b ox ,  den stick de 
needles up on top , an' let it 
b e  cro s s ed up; s tick de nee

dle s [ cros s ing one ano ther ] all aroun ' on top of it [box] . Yuh go dere nine 
�in ' s  an '  p r ay fuh de p ers on tuh die . [ In country dis tricts years ago around 
the ehimney was s ometimes the t o i le t  and a convenient place to hoodoo a person b y  
buried obj e c t . F o r  a remarkab le examp le of thi s see , the woman haunted by a 

FROG BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 
MAKES PERSON WITHIN UNLUCKY 

ClEW JOHN DE CONKAH AND 
CARRY LIVE FRO G FOR JOB 

DRY FROG AND 
BAHG OVER DOOR FOR MONEY 

b uzz ard . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 255 : 3 . ] 
9 9 5 5 . They kin take the f o rg an ' bury it undab 
yore do ' s tep . Bury it undah there an '  caus e yo ' 
tuh have hard luck . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (1454) , 
2 6 4 2- 2644 : 19 . ] 
9 9 5 6 . To g e t  a j ob ,  chew John de Cankah roo t  
while talking to the b o s s  an d  carry a live frog 
in your p o cke t . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 318 : 9 . ] 
9 9 5 7 . Dry a frog and hang it over your doo r  to 
draw in money . [ Memphis , Tenn. , my summary o f  
r i t e  from an excellent hoodoo �man ( 9 6 0 ) , who s e  

cylinders were mis s ed by my trans crib er ,  154 8 : 4 . ] 
9958 . Ah hear ' d dat yo ' take a frog f o ' g amb lin ' . Anyhow , yo ' take dat frog 

am '  throw ' im down , an' yo ' b e  - make yo ' lucky , have all de money in de hous e . 
(You turn that frog loo s e  where you are g amb ling? ) 
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Yes , right undahneat '  dat table where yo ' gamb l in '  at . [Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 12 39 ) , 2 1 39 : 9 . ] 

9 9 59 . Yo ' take fo ' an ins tant [ ins tance ] a gamb lah is gonna go out fo ' a 
b i g  game tuhnight or t oday , an ' ' is luck is bad . He goes out an ' he finds ' im  

TO CHANGE GAMBLING LUCK FROM BAD TO GOOD 
FROG HELD TO EAR WILL SAY :  QUANK ! QUANK ! QUANK ! 

a fro g .  He takes dat fro g 
an ' he hold s  ' im in ' i s hand 
t uh ' is eah [ ear ] an ' dat fro g 
will - yo ' know de y don ' holler 

lak no othah li ' l '  
dat ' ll change yore 

9 9 6 0 . I f  a man 
undah de chair [ o f  

creatures o n  ear t h .  Dey say , " Quank , quank , quank . "  An '  
luck . [ S t .  Petersb ur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 1 6 ) , 1 6 46 : 1 . ] 
- er a wumman - is gamb l in '  an ' e f  yo ' kin slip a frog up 
the vic t im ]  some place . S p r inkle some sal t on ' is [ frog ] 

SPRINKLE SALT ON HEAD OF FROG - SHUT UP I N  CAN 
PLACE UNDER GAMBLER' S CHAIR TO MAKE H IM LOOSE 

haid , put ' im  in a can , shet 
d e  can up - but chew got ta 
sprinkle dat sal t on dere fo ' 
it tuh take e f fect . Slip dat 

can undah mah seat [ in fo rmant changes from third to fir s t  per son ] d en ah ' m  gonna 
lose . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1116 , root doctor and woman , good ) , 1 7 9 3 : 2 . ] 

S TOP UP TOADFROG IN BOTTLE UNTIL HE DIES AND DRIES 
S EW POWDER UP I N  CLOTH - KEEP IN POCKET TO WIN 

9 9 6 1 .  (You take an ordinary 
toadfroog? ) 
A ordinary toadfroog .  Don ' .t 
kil l ' im .  S top ' im up in a 

b o t tle an ' let ' im die . He ' ll dry up in dere , an ' d en yo ' kin j is '  crumple it 
up . Put i t  in a p iece , s ew it up in a p ie c e  [ o f  clo th ] an ' put it in yuh pocke t . 
Yo ' b oun ' tuh win . Ah knows dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 5 0 ) , 2 8 1 8 : 8 . ] 

9 9 6 2 . Put lit t le rain frogs in a bag o f  new yellow cloth o r  new homespun , 
make a double bag [ from double or folded cloth ] , make wishes , wear for money and 

RAIN FROG - IN NEW HOMESPUN SACK DOUBLED - WISHES 
succes s .  [ The meaning o f  
rain frog prob ably varied in 
dif ferent par t s  of the coun

t r y , but in my par t : "To hear a rain frog ( troee froog or troee toad) calling is 
the s i gn of rain within three days . "  (FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS 1 1st 
ed . , p . lO ,  No . 259 . )  This t r e e  t oad is said to b e  t r illing ( calling with t r il l s )  
f or a rain ( 2nd ed . , p . 20 ,  No s . 5 2 5- 5 26 ) ] .  [Elizab eth C ity , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 4 06 : 1 . ] 

99 63 . Kill a frog while he ' s  ho t .  Take a frog while he ' s  hot an ' kill ' im 
an '  split him open while he ' s  ho t .  An ' take an ' rub yore han ' s on ' im an ' rub 

SPLIT LIVE FROG - RUB ON HANDS - GAMBLING LUCK 
down yore han ' s  lak dat . An ' 
yo ' go out tuh any card game 
yo ' wanta an ' yo ' b e  success ful . 

Git chew a live frog an ' split him back op en , an ' rub yore han ' s on ' im  down 
dere . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 19a) , 2 5 5 1 : 14 . ] 

99 64 . Take a toadyfroog an ' yo ' split ' im open , see , an ' j is '  t o t e  him aroun ' 
in yore pocke t , an ' yo ' kin have all de luck yo ' want . 

SPL IT-OPEN TOADYFROG IN POCKET IS GAMBLING LUCK 

IF YOU KEEP A SKINNED TOADFROG IN YOUR POCKET 
NO ONE CAN HARM YOU AND YOU WIN AT ALL GAME S 

yo ' [ also ] kin go all ovah in game s , play g ames , 
( 1 4 7 1 ) , 2 6 5 2 : 25 . ] 

( In gamb l ing . ) [Brunswick , 
Ga . 1 ( 1 2 1 1 )  1 204 8 : 9 . ] 
9 9 6 5 . Take a toadfroog an ' 
skin ' im  an ' put ' im in yore 
pocke t , an ' nob ody cain ' t  
hahm [ harm ] yo ' no way . An '  

an ' yo ' win . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , 

9 9 6 6 . Ah hear ' d  dat i f - j is '  lak i f  a man wan t s  t uh b e  a swift gamb Zah ,  an ' 
he wanted tuh b e  lucky in ' is gamb l in ' ,  dat he ' d  ket ch a toadfroog an ' he ' d  cut 
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' is hin ' quartah o f f  - ' is l e f t  [ hind ] quar tah - an ' put i t  in ' is p ocke t . De 
longah yo ' t ot e  dis heah hin ' quart ah , dey say yo ' d  b e  lucky in gamb l in ' . An ' 

TUH BE A SWIFT GAMBLAH - CUT OFF LEFT HIND QUARTAH 
OF LIVING FROG - CARRY IN POCKET - BUT 

IF YO ' EVAH LOSE YORE LUCK WHY YO ' D LOSE YORE W VE  

den if yo ' evah lose yoPe 
luck� why yo 'd lose yoPe 
love .  [ The p r eceding folk
l o r e  or hoodoo penalty wa s 
and s t ill i s  new t o  me , 

which may b e  the reason why I failed t o  ask an obvious que s t ion . What do you 
.ean by l ove? Would you lose your l over or sexual p o tency? Could these final 
words b e  a p r overb ial say ing ? ] [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 1 ) , 2 4 9 6 : 11 . ] 

9 9 6 7 .  Yo ' kin take a frog an ' put ' im i n  yuh p ocket alive an ' yo ' kin g o  tuh 
a skin game an ' yo ' kin win all night long . Yo ' kin keep dat frog , p u t  ' im in 
a pap ah sack an ' keep ' im t i l l  he d i e s , continue t uh keep ' im ,  an ' y o ' kin make 

LIVE FROG IN A PAPER BAG IS LUCKY FOR SKIN GAME 
AFTER HE DIE S IN BAG - POWDER HIM FOR LOVE 

any woman in de world do j es '  
lak yo ' wan ' ' em .  
(How do you do that ? )  
Wal , yo ' j es '  keep dat frog -

yo ' s ee , yo ' ketch ' im  when he ' s  l ive an ' yo ' gamb l e  b y  ' im .  An '  den , if yo ' 
keep ' im unt i l  he dies an ' j es '  put yuh hand on dat - he ' ll dry up tuh a p owdah . 
Be ain ' t nuthin b u t  a p owdah . Ah know yo ' ve s een ' em  layin ' out in de r oad s ome
wberes daid . An '  yo ' kin j es '  put yuh hand on ' em an ' j es '  lay i t  [ hand ] up on a 
woman ,  on ' er haid o r  face , anywhere , an ' yo ' can ' t run away from ' er .  She ' ll d o  
anythin ' i n  de world d a t  yo ' s ay .  [ St .  Pe t ersburg , Fla . , ( 1009 ) , 1634 : 5 . ] 

DIY TOADFROG - POWDER IT - BOTTLE FOR GAMBLING 
9 9 6 8 . Heard dat yo ' could git 
a toadfPog an ' s t op ' im up t ill 
he ' s  dry an ' mash ' im up ; yo ' 

know , parch ' im an ' git de 
in a b o t t le an ' s t op it up 
but nevah have t r ied dat . 

dus t an ' carry i t  in a b o t t l e . Yo ' know , j es '  put i t  
an ' t ot e  it in yore p o cke t . Wel l , ah ' ve heard dat 

(Do you use it in any way at all on you? Thi s  is for gamb l ing , this t oad 
dus t .  Do you sprinkle that on your s e l f  too? ) 

No , sir , j is '  carry it [bot tle ] in yore pocke t . [Waycr os s ,  Ga . , ( 106 7 ) , 
1726 : 2 . ] 

9 9 6 9 . Yo ' take a frog and dry him .  
bia d i e  himsel f . Don ' t y o u  k i l l  him .  

IIIAP UP FROG - LET HIM DIE HIMSELF 

You t ake a frog and wrap him up and let 
Wel l , when he get s  dry , you t ot e  that in 

your p ocke t . You can take that and 
you can do anything you want with 
that f r o g .  Jus t  l ike if y o u  a d ice DOW ' T  YOU KILL HIM - AFTER HE DRIE S 

DIP IN POCKET DURING GAME S AND TOUCH 
IZFORE BETTING AT CARDS OR SHOOTING D I CE 

shooter , or anything I l ike that , you 
rub that [ dried frog ] . Jis ' put it 
in your p ocket and take and put your 

� on tha t [ frog ] and go to work and shoot dice . Be lucky . Jes ' like if you 
'-d one game , and i f  you don ' t hav e  succes s  with that , turn your back on that 
..-e. And select you a card p lace , if you p lay cards , and you ' ll lose one or 
� games and you know that you ought to win , turn your b ack on that game .  

(How d o  you mean turn your b ack o n  it ? )  
Vbat I mean , walk away from that game and go to the next game . 
(I s ee , i f  you have this frog in your p ocket . )  [New Orleans , La . , (831) , 

1231 : 1 . ] 
9970 . Well , yo ' kin t ake a frog , j es '  a or ' nary frog whut j u.p  ' round de 

taase ,  see . Yo ' t ake dat frog alive an ' yo ' kin put ' im in a  containah or j ah 
ar anythin ' an ' yo ' kin j i s '  take alcohol , any kind o f  rubbin ' [ lotion ]  or any
Cbing [ and fill b o t t l e ] an ' let ' im  s t ay in dere till he petrify. Well , yo ' kin 
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take dat frog an ' put ' im in yore pocket an ' yo ' kin weah him in dere an ' yo ' ll 

BOTTLE LIVE FROG WITH ALCOHOL OR RUBBING LOTION 
CARRY IN POCKET FOR JOB OR PEACE WITH PEOPLE 

always b e  lucky . 
(Wi th what in par t icular ? ) 
In keep in ' a j ob an ' s t ayin ' 
in peace wit people an '  havin '

yo ' know , j es '  social i z e  wi t ' em . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 0 7 6 ) , 1 7 43 : 5 . ] 

WEAR LEG OF FRO G IN POCKET FOR ANY KIND OF LUCK 

TIE LIVE FROG IN POCKET OR ON WRI ST FOR GAMBLING 

9 9 7 1 . I f  yo ' git d e  laid o f  a 
frog an ' weah it in yore pock
e t , dey say yo ' ll always be a 
lucky person . 
(That ' s  lucky for anything? ) 

Y e s . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , 
(14 2 6 ) , 2 5 7 2 : 18 . ] 
9 9 7 2 . I f  yo ' gamb lin ' an ' yo ' 
in b ad luck , yo ' go ' head an ' 

up , or t ie h im  roun ' 
increase yuh luck . 

(Kill him f ir s t ? )  

git chew a frog an ' t ie ' im 
yuh wr is t , o r  in yuh pocket s ome place , an ' dat ' ll also 

Don ' t kill ' im  at all .  Jis ' keep ' im dere an ' i f  he don ' t do no good , let ' im  
l o o s e ; b u t  i t  have b een s aid d at ' s  a good r emedy [ fo r  gamb ling ] .  [ S t . Peter sb ur g ,  
Fla . , (9 8 3) , 1 5 9 1 : 4 . ] 

9 9 7 3 .  Keep frog in p o cket , lucky in gamb ling . [ Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 9 51 : 2 . ] 
9 9 7 4 . Dey t ake dat frog an ' put it in a p ie c e  o f  p aper an ' put it in a b ack 

p o cket , an ' i f  yo ' should go out gamb lin ' , every t ime dat frog j ump in your 

FROG IN PIECE OF PAPER - BACK POCKET 

TOADFROG SEWED UP IN CLOTH SACK 

p o cket , you b e t  or throw dice , why yo ' ll 
win . [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) ,  60 6 : 3 . ] 
9 9 7 5 .  Fo ' luck in gamb lin ' , why yo ' kin 
t ake a toadfrog an ' s ew ' im up in a s ack 
an ' put ' im in yore inside p o cket s ome

where an ' dat ' ll make yo ' lucky in gamb lin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544) , 2 6 9 4 : 8 . ] 
9 9 7 6 .  Gi t a frog i f  yo ' wanta b e  suc c e s s ful in gamb lin ' . Ah have did dat . 

Gi t a frog an ' put ' im in yuh pocke t . Wrap ' im up in a papah s ack an ' put in 

GAMBLER ' S JUMPING FROG CARRIED IN PAPER SACK 
yuh pocket . An ' j is '  ab out evah 
t ime yo ' know ,  yo ' be on de turn 
or somepin lak dat , he would j ump .  

An ' if yo ' pay ' tenshun dat frog when he j ump ,  why d en yo ' would nevah b e t  nuthin 
tuh lose . Yo ' would always b e t  on de right horse . He wouldn ' t  j ump only when 
it ' s  t ime fo ' yo ' tuh win . [ The wo rds right horse are merely an expression her e . 
I never heard o f  a jumping frog used at a race t rack , the t ime lapse b e tween 
j ump and b et b eing too great . ]  [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , (1001) , 1 6 1 7 : 1 3 . ] 

9 9 7 7 . G i t  a toadfrog when he ' s  young an ' t ake ' im an ' put ' im in yore pocket 
' live . Evah t ime dat f r o g  j ump s ,  yo ' s  lucky . When dat f r o g  s t ar t  tuh hollahin ' 

AFTER LIVE TOADFROG IN YOUR POCKET BEGINS TO JUMP 
AND HOLLER - OTHER GAMBLING HANDS ARE POWERLES S  

s ee ,  h e  goin ' start tuh hol
lahin ' , dere ain ' t nob ody 
goin ' b eat chure [ gambling ] 
han ' in gamb l in ' . Evah t ime 

when dat frog go tuh j umpin ' an ' hollahin ' ,  well dere ain ' t nob ody goin ' ket ch a 
gamblin ' hand. Dat all yo ' want . [As soon as your hand b e gins t o  wo rk by j ump
ing and ho l lering , all o ther handS in the game are p owerless .  Imagine a game 
during which all toadfrogs hollered at once ! ] [ S t . Petersb ur g ,  Fla . , ( 9 9 9 ) , 
1 616 : 9 . ] 

9 9 7 8 . Hear dem use i t  fo ' nuthin but luck.  Yo ' kin t ake a f rog an ' carry ' im 
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to a game an ' put ' im in yore pocket , chew know , an ' go dere an ' j es '  b e t  j es '  
as much as yo ' wanta . Long as dat fro g kick in yo ' pocket , yo ' win evahthin ' 
yo ' self . [ S t .  P e t ersbur g , Fla . , ( 1 0 0 7 ) , 1 6 28 : 10 . ] 

9 9 7 9 . Ah know dey s aid d i s  about a skin game . I f  a man love tub skin an ' 
he goin ' tuh a skin game , he ' d  walk along an ' he ' d  p i ck up ' im a toadYfrog an ' 

IF TOADYFROG IN YOUR POCKET KICKS - TIME TO BET 
put it in a p apah bag . · An ' 
he ' d  walk intuh de skin game . 
I f  d i s  frog doesn ' t move , he 

gpn ' a lose ev ' ry p enny he has . An ' i f  
a s  well p u t  ' is money on de tab le ' cuz 
(1322) ' 2 2 6 6 : 7 .  ] 

d i s  frog move - if dis frog kick - he j i s ' 
he goin ' tuh win . [ Florence , S .  C ar . , 

9 9 8 0 . J i s ' lak a fellah ' s g amb lin ' an ' wan ' a  han ' tuh gamb le an '  lak dat , he 
kin t ake - he wants tub win in gamb lin ' - t ake a frog , one dem small green frogs , 

POT SMALL GREEN FROG IN PAPER BAG IN POCKET 
IDB HAND OVER FROG 3 TIMES BEFORE GAMBLING 

in dat p apah b ag .  An '  put ' im  in ' is pocket 
� · [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 0 ) , 2 1 90 : 10 . ] 

9 9 8 1 . If yo ' wanta b e  a gamb lah an ' win 
in yor e  pocke t , an ' put a little tab le salt 

an ' put ' im in ' is pocke t .  Put 
' im in a p ap ah sack an' put ' im  in 
' is pocket . Rub ' is ban' ovah ' im  
ab out three time an '  den put ' im  

an ' go on tuh de game an '  break de 

good , yo ' gi t chew a frog an' put i t  
in i t  [ pocket ] .  See , if di s  heah are 

m WIN WHEN GAMBLING - KEEP LI VE FROG IN POCKET 
PUr IN A LITTLE SALT TOO - ON FROG - YOU L UCKY 

de gamb lin ' hall , yo ' know ,  yo ' 
walks in , an '  if yo ' vanta beat 
in de game , yo ' j is '  valk on in 
wi t b o th hands in yore pocket s  

j is '  lak dis [ demons trates ] .  S t an '  aroun ' a little b i t . Aftah vbile aaybe yo ' 
�gbt be holdin ' de cards or whutsomevah de game dey p layin ' , yo ' koov, an '  
yo ' ll win evahthin '  i n  dat hous e . But dat fro g go t t a  b e  live . 

(Do you put this salt on the frog? ) 
Yes . 
(Right on the frog? ) 
Right on de fro g . Keep ' im  live in yore pocket . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla. , 

{1024) , 1 6 5 7 : 9 . ] 
998 2 . (What sort o f  toadfrog? What sor t of frog do you take? ) 
Jis ' o r ' nary fro g .  Yo ' take him an ' yo ' kill ' im  an ' yo ' j is '  salt ' im  down . 

Ah 'magine yo ' g i t s  a five-cent box o f  s a l t . J i s ' t ake an ' scattah dat salt , 

DLL FROG AND C URE WITH BOX OF NEW SALT - WHILE 
CA!IBLING KEEP FROG AND SALT IN SEPARATE POCKETS 
BACH TIME YOU WIN - TRANS FER SALT TO FROG POCKET 

j is '  wad ' fm  ovah wit i t  tuh 
de time yo ' think yo ' go t all 
dat s alted down . AD ' yo ' put 
' im  in one pocket an' yo ' put 
de salt yo ' didn' t give tuh 

· � in de othah pocket . An '  if yo ' go in a room roun ' anywhere dey gamblin ' , 
j iB' take dat salt , an ' i f  yo ' lucky an ' go t money , t ake dat sa.e salt an '  put i t  
uwah ' im  lak dat [ demons trates ] an ' dat ' ll give yo ' luck . But chew have tub 
� salt in yore pocket . [ Wilson , N. Car . , ( 1 510) , 2678 : 5 . ]  

998 3 .  Now , ah have tried a l o t t a  things in gamb lin ' an '  ah aade two p r e t ty 
IDOd success o f  i t  [ two succe s s ful p er iods in life ] . Now, if a man is a gamb lah 

&lAP UP LIVE TOADFROG IN HANDKERCHIEF 
IEEP IN MONEY POCKET WHEN BETTING 

an ' he goin ' tub a good game tuhnight , 
he mi ght go out in de country dis evenin ' 
b e fo ' he go tub dat game .  An '  j is '  about 
dahk [ dark ] - yo ' know dese li ' l  ole toa� 

fPog dey always come out , yo ' know , j umpin ' round . An '  if yo ' g i t  ho l t  of one 
� toadjrogs , yo ' ll wrap it up in yuh han ' ke ' ch ' ef good an ' put it in yuh pocket .  
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An '  all de money yo ' wanta b e t  on in dat game , yo ' bet it out dat same pocket yo ' 
g o t  dat f r o g  in , an ' nobody couldn ' t  ketch yo ' twixt heah an '  Tampa [ Florida ] . 

LIVE TOAD IN SACK - IN POCKET - BET WHEN HE PEES 

[ S umter , s .  Car . , ( 1 35 9 ) , 
239 2 : 1 . ] 
9 9 8 4 . Yo ' kin get yo ' a live 
toadf�g an ' put ' im in a sack 
in your pocket , an ' j e s '  keep 

' im dere till he pees . They say that ' s  l uck in gamb l ing . [ Vicksburg ,  Mis s . ,  

CARRY LIVE FROG IN POCKET 9 DAYS BEFORE GAMBL ING 
( ? )  J 1014 : 2 . ]  
9 9 85 . Ketch a frog an '  t o t e  
' im round i n  yore p ocket an ' 

feed ' im o f fa f lie s . Keep ' im in yuh pocket 
roun ' , an ' dat ' s  good fo ' gamb l in ' .  Anyb ody 

fo ' ' b out nine days an ' tote ' im 
dat likes tuh dey carry frogs . 

[Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 15 24 ) , 2 7 2 2 : 11 . ] 
9 9 8 6 .  I f  a fellah want s  tuh b e  

o f  money a t , an ' h e  wan t s  de othah 
l ucky an ' go tuh a place where dere ' s  plenty 
fellah tuh fall , he go out an ' kill ' im a 

KILL TOADFROG AND CHIMNEY BAT - DRY BOTH 
KEEP FIRST IN PO CKET WITH PAIR OF DICE - SECOND 
IN OPPOS ITE POCKET WITH PAIR OF DICE - SHOOT 
OWN D IC E  - EACH ANIMAL I S  A GAMBLING HAND 

toadfrog ,  an ' he dries dat frog 
up . Den he go up , if he got a 
chimley , an ' git one dese bats 
dat flies roun ' de chimley -
chim Zey bats . [Does informant 
mean chimney swallow? ] Git s  

one o f  ' em .  Den he ' ll dry i t , an ' he ' ll p u t  dat f ro g  an ' dat b a t  i n  each one of 
'is  pockets . He ' s  got a pair of dice in dere . [What informant means b y  preceding 
expre s s ion will be l earned later . ] Take dem dice out an ' rub ' em in han ' dat-a
way [ demons trate s ]  aftah he done tech de frog or eithah de bat . 

Now , yo ' got a gamb l in ' house heah . Wel l , y o '  ' lowin ' [allowin g ]  people tuh 
shoot dey own dice [ not the hous e dice ] . Well , ah ' m  yuh gamekeepah . Ah ' m  [ I  
am = I have ] got a s tack of dollahs ovah heah [ demons t rates ] .  

Well , yo ' come heah an ' yo ' say , "Ten dollahs fo ' tuh shoot . "  
Ah say , "Yo ' want any dice? " 
" No , ah ' m  got a pair o f  dice . "  
" S hoot ' em , " [ I  say ] . 
Well yo ' throw ' em out . F i rs ' time dey ' ll crap . Nex ' time dey ' ll crap . He ' s  

b ack in ' is p ' int [ point ] up dere . An ' he say , "Ah ain ' t  got no p ' int [ point ] 
ah ' ll ketch mah p ' int . "  

Well , when he ketch a p ' int , he might ketch a fo ' ,  six or eight o r  ten , an ' 
right dere where ah ' m  done b oth . An ' i f  ah speak up tuh ' im ,  he ' ll have d e  whole 
busines s .  Dat ' s  f o ' a gamb Zin ' han ' . 

(You use either of tho se ? ) 
E ithah one o f  ' em .  Ga tta put one i n  each one o f  ' is pockets d i s-a-way [ demon

s t rates ] an ' when he gi ts ready - don ' pul l ' em out . He put s ' is han ' on ' em an ' 
rub ' em d i s-a-way , see [ demon s trates ] .  

(Does he have b oth par t s  o f  the dice [ the two dice ] in one pocket , or one in 
each pocket ? )  

[ Here I am surprised ! ]  
Naw , he has two s e t s  o f  dice , see . I f  he have one s e t  o f  dice , he kin put ' em 

in each one [ either ] o f  ' i s pockets - it mattahs ary [ either ] one of ' is pocke t s  
will do . B u t  yo ' g o t t a  change it u p  s ometime from one pocket tuh d e  othah , see . 
De fro g he ' s  dried up an ' de bat he dried up . [New Orl eans , La . , ( 1 5 6 6 ) , 
2 8 6 9 : 1 . ] 

9 9 8 7 .  Tuh git luck fo ' gamb l in ' yo ' goes an ' git chew a toadfrog.  If a man 
i s  a gamb l in ' -man , he goes an ' gi ts ' im  a toadfrog an ' take dat toadfrog an ' 
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ketches ' im an ' goes t uh any drygoods s t o ' [ to d i s t inguish from �etgoods store ! ] 
an ' buy ' im a b ox o f  b lack peppah an ' r ed papp ah an ' some tab le salt . An '  he put 

MAN CATCHES TOADFROG - RUBS HIS HAND ON IT 
KEEPS IT IN BOX - BUYS NEW BLACK AND RED PEPPER 
PUTS IN FROGS MOUTH - TAKES FROG TO GAMBLING HOUSE 
THROWS SALT ON CROWD [WHICH MEANS THE OPPOS ITE ] 
HE SECRETLY SCATTERS SALT AND PEPPER ON FLOOR 
ALL COUGH - EVEN FROG - THEY ALL LOOK AND LOSE 

it in dat fro g ' s mouth . An ' 
when he put dat in dat frog' s  
mouth , de frog ' ll go tuh 
coughin ' , an ' he [man ]  come 
on back tuh d i s  gamb lin ' -
where he b e  gamblin' at -
an ' he take dat salt an '  
throw yuh [his ] han ' out 

lak dat [ demonst rates ] tuh throw dat salt all ovah de whole crowd . An '  dat frog 
he ' ll go t uh coughin ' wi t dat p epp ah an ' will s tar t t uh movin ' roun ' . An '  he 
wins at evahthin ' da ' ' t i s  [ th a t  i s ] in de game . Jes ' g i t s  ' im a toadfrog , j is '  
a hopp in ' toadfrog. Toadfrog anywhere hop p in '  ' long - anywhere , j is '  p ick ' im  
up .  J i s ' r each down an ' grab ' im an ' t ake dat frog an ' r ub ' im in yore han ' lak 
dat [ demonst r at es ] an ' go on tuh a game . An '  go buy yo ' some black p eppah an ' 
take it an ' throw ab out a b ox in ' is mouth , an ' shet ' is mouth up an ' go on tuh 
de game . An '  git chew a handful o f  salt an ' when yo ' g i t  in de house , y o ' t ake 
dat salt an ' does lak dat [ demons trates ] .  An '  when yo ' do ' s  lak dat , dat frog 
go tuh coughin ' . When he go tuh coughin ' , well dat s tar t s  evahbody tuh lookin ' , 
an '  evahbody los e  all dey winnin ' s .  [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 2 ) , 256 3 : 4 . ] 

FROG - RABBIT FOOT - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST 
IN RED FLANNEL BAG - GAMBLING HAND 

MAKE FROG SWALLOW DIME - CARRY WHEN GAMBLING 

9988 . Live frog , r abb i t  foo t , 
lodestone , s t eel dus t , red p ep
p er - in r ed flannel bag . Fro g  
i s  put i n  alive . [Vicksbur g ,  
Miss . , ( 5 3 6 ) , 1007 : 1 2 . ] 
9 9 8 9 . Dey say yo ' ket ch a toady
frog an ' make him swallow a d ime , 

an ' p ut ' im in a pap er bag an ' t i e  it up t i ght where he couldn ' t ket ch no air , 
an '  go ahe ad on t uh de game . Bet chew b e  lucky in gamblin ' . 

(You carry that though in your pocke t ? ) 
Y eah , j es '  t ake i t  in yore pocke t . Make him swallow a dime an ' t i e  de end o f  

d e  b a g  up an ' carry dat o n  i n  yore pocke t . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 25 9 ) , 207 4 : 1 2 . ] 

WHI SKEY T O  FRO G - LOAD WITH GUNSHOT 
CARRY ALIVE IN POCKET FOR GAMBLING 

9 9 9 0 .  An '  den yo ' kin take dat frog ag ' in 
alive an ' give him s ome whi skey , an ' load 
' im up wit [ gun ] sho t s , an ' keep ' im alive 
in yore pocke t . Den yo ' kin go tuh any 

gamblin ' shop an ' have luck . [Algier s , La . , (157 5) , 2 9 00 : 8A . ] 
9 9 9 1 .  High John de Conkah root , r e d  and whi t e  lodes t one , frog dust , i n  bag , 

vet [feed] with Ole Hear t s  P er fume , somet imes with whi skey , luck hand for gamb

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - LODESTONE - FROG DUST 
�D WITH OLE HEART S  PERFUME OR WHI SKEY 

FlOG - RABBIT FOOT - LODESTONE - RAILROAD RAIL DUST 

ler s . [ Author ' s  c ondensed 
notation for r i t e  mis s ed  
b y  t r an s c r iber ; Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 66 , good) , 1560 :�] 
9 99 2 .  Live fro g ,  rabbit 
foo t , lod e s tone , s t eel dust 

� railroad r ail [ an unusual dust ! ] ,  and r ed pepp er in red flannel bag - fEO& 
is put in alive . This is for gamb l ing . [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , ( ? ) , 1007 : 12 . ] 

BUI.Y 4 FRO GS - ONE AT EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
IEEPS LAW AWAY FROM GAMBLING OR LIQUOR JOINT 

9 99 3 .  (What do you aean ,aa vere 
running a house? ) 
Running? Well ,  j is '  likkah joint, 
gamblin ' jo int , all lak clat yo '  

UDdahst an '  • An '  he [ root doctor 1 said dat ' 11 hold de laws away . Vell, ah did dat. 
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(What did he tell you to do now? ) 
Take fo ' [ four ] frogs , fo ' toadjrogs 

each pillah [pillar ] o f  dat house in de 
in the lowlands res ts off the ground on 

(What did that do? ) 

an ' care [ carry ] ' em an ' put ' em undah 
fo ' cornahs . [ The average small hous e 
4 wood p i llars . ]  Well , ah did dat . 

Oh , no ! Ah nevah had no t rouble whi l e  ah wus dere an ' ah s tayed dere fo ' two 
or three or fo ' yeahs . 

(You mean that was t o  keep the laws away? ) [No t i ce how much later I use his 
word laws . ] 

Keep de laws away . Ah nevah had no trouble wit fellahs . Kin ' dove [kind of ] 
a jute [j uteb ox? ] house , yo ' undahs tan ' . 

(What hous e? ) 
Jute hous e , yo ' undahstan '  - sellin ' likkah an ' gamblin ' an ' all lak dat . 

[ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 3 5 ) 1 168 2 : 2 . ] 
9 9 9 4 . Take a f r o g  an ' put i t  in yore pocket an ' den yo ' go in a show an ' d e  

a c t ahs cain ' t act . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38 ) 1 1519 : 10 . ] 

FROGS AT : SHOWS - STREET FAIRS - CIRCUS 
9 9 9 5 . Carry fro g ;  expos es the show . 
[ Mob i le , Ala . , ( ? ) , 881 : 4 . ] 
9 9 9 6 . Take the frog in there [ a  show] 

when they hypotizing [ hypno t i z ing ] ;  it ain ' t no good [ hypnot izer unable t o  hyp-

FRO G - ROCK - IRI S H  POTATO : 3 THINGS 

no t i z e ] .  [ Vi cksbur g ,  Miss . , ( ? ) , 1000 : 5 . ] 
9 9 9 7 . Frog , a rock and I rish potato [ 3  
art i cles in pocket t o  exp o s e  show . [ Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 9 65 ) , 1 5 59 : 6 . ] 
9 9 9 8 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  o f  ' em .  H e  keeps d e  

frog tricks from workin ' roun ' shows an ' so forth . 

TO EXPO SE TRICKS AT SHOWS - SPLIT FROGS BACK 
PUT SALT ON HIM - WRAP - WEAR IN YOUR PO CKET 

PIN LIVE TOAD TO WALL UNTIL DEAD 
DRY - FOR SHOW TRICKS 

(How do they do that ? ) 
Yo ' take him an ' split ' im  down 
' i s back , ah think it is , an ' put 
salt on ' im an ' put ' im in yore 
pocket . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 11 0 4 ) , 
1 7 7 8 : 13 . ] 
9 9 9 9 . Get a rough fro g , a toad , 
s t ick pin through throat , p in t o  
wall unt i l  dead , let d r y  out , 

carry in pocket . Show people will 
[ Charleston , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 59 9 : 4 . ] 

no t let you in i f  they know you have a fro g .  

10000 . Take fo ' ins tance , we had a carnival - a show . All r i ght , in ordah 
to have luck an ' win with pract ' ly evahthing dat chew have in de show , whenevah 

TO WIN GAMES OR PRI ZES AT SHOW OR CARNIVAL 
CARRY IN YOUR PO CKET A LIVE FRO G OR TURTLE 

or toad or somepin . Well , qui te natchral 
on ah would be s uccessful in i t . 

(Do you kill this turtle , frog ? )  

ah would go tuh throw at de dar ts 
or try tuh win a doll or somepin , 
well ah would j is '  s l ip a frog in 
mah hip pocket o r  e ithah a turtle 

evahthin ' dat ah would take a chance 

No , j is '  keep ' im  l ive . [ S t . Pet ersbur g , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 88 : 4 . ] 
1 0 0 0 1 . Den ah heard dat when show people come tuh town an ' d ey winnin ' a gang 

of money out dere [ at the show-grounds ] ,  yo ' know , dey have some of dat s t uf f .  
Well , yo ' kin put a frog in yuh pocket an ' go on out dere an ' win all d e  money 
yo ' want . Dat ' l l keep down dat . Whut chew call dat stuff?  

(What do they call that now? I t ' s  a powder of some sort ? ) 
Dey call i t , yes sir . Some kinda powdah dey use . Ah j is '  can ' t think of de 
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name of it . 
TO KILL THE GOOFER DUST SHOW PEOPLE PUT DOWN 
AT A STREET FAIR - CARNIVAL - CIRCUS - TO KEEP 
YOU FROM WINNING PRIZES - CARRY A LIVE FROG 

( I s  it goofer dus t? ) 
Y e s  s ir ,  dat ' s righ t ! Well , 
dey [ the show people ] sprinkle 
dat down roun ' de place dere an ' 

yo ' can ' t do no winnin ' . [ Florence , S .  Car . , { 1 2 86) , 2 1 8 5 : 1. ]  

SHOW ACTORS UNABLE TO ACT WHEN LIVE FROG PRESENT 

ACTORS - ALL PERSONS AT SHOW DECEIVE YOU - BY 
LODESTONE - KILL THI S  POWER BY CARRYING L IVE FROG 

1 0 00 2 . Care [ carry ] him in 
de show wi t ' im  an ' de show 
actahs can ' t  ack. 
{ I f  he carries a frog with 
him? ) 
Yeah . [ Memphi s , Tenn . , 
( 1 5 2 4 ) , 2723 : 14 . ] 
1000 3 . [ Show people use 
lodes tone in their work to 
deceive you , but there is a 
way by which you can prot ect 
your s elf . ]  
I f  de pus son go in '  tuh go t uh 

a show - i f  yo ' f igah [ figur e ]  a pus son go t t a  go t uh a show , an '  i f  dere ' s lode
s tone or anythin ' lak dat , yo ' put dat frog in yuh pockit an '  yo ' walk in dere . 
Dat man canno t show . He ' ll come tuh yo ' an ' tell yuh tuh git dat frog out chure 
pockit or he have tuh break up ' is show . 

(Any kind o f  a show? ) 
Any kind . I f  i t s  lodes tone anywhere ' bout it , a toadfrog ki1ls �t - any o f  

d a t  slightly [ s leight-o f-hand ] work dey can ' t work it . 
(Or any kind o f  s l ight-o f-hand , they can ' t work it . )  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(97 7 )  ' 1 5 8 6 : 1 . 1 
1 0004 . Ah down at de Fair Ground heah las ' yeah , throwin ' dea dere rings , yo ' 

know , it ' s  verah s eldom a puhson kin win dat f ive-do llah b ill dere at one time .  
So ah got me a toadfrog an ' put ' im in mah l e f ' pocket an ' car ' es ' ia  dere , an ' 

INFORMANT WENT TO FAIRGROUND WITH LIVE TOADFROG 
IN LEFT POCKET FOR LUCK AND TO COUNTERACT LODESTONE 
USED BY CONCESS IONAIRES TO TRICK PUBL I C  - AFTER 
EACH WIN HE DROPPED WINNINGS ON FROG AND SP ARKS 
FLEW OFF AN IMAL ' S BACK - BUT LIVE FROG WILL URINATE 
IN POCKET AND FROG URINE CAUSES WART S - INFORMANT 
SO LUCKY CONCESS IONAIRE CALLED P OLICEMAN TO ACCUSE 
INFORMANT OF CARRYING LIVE FROG - AFTER FROG 
THROWN AWAY HE I S  STILL LUCKY - LATER HE BORROWS 
DOllAR FROM MAN - TRADES IT TO WOMAN FOR DOLLAR 
WHICH HE DROP S ON A FROG IN HIS POCKET - HE WON 
UNTIL HE QUIT SO THAT WON ' T  BE NUTHIN DONE OR SAID 

den fasten .ah pocket up 
so he couldn ' t  git out -
car ' es · � on � der e .  
Well , ah had o ne  ten cent 
[ a  di.JE , thea of silver ] 
an ' ah � de ten cent 
an ' ah goes up dere an '  ah 
play .  Ah pays a nickel 
fo ' de riD& an '  throws it 
davn , say , "Ah vant [ to ]  
throw fo ' Ms [number ] 
five . n So ah throwed fo ' 
hit an '  ah von dat . Well , 
ah throvs a '  gin an '  ah win 

a do llah . Ah wouldn ' t nevah win no f i f ty cent . Well , evah tt.e ah' d win , s ee , 
ah ' d  take dis money an ' drop i t  in mah pocket - de hip pocket back dere - on dis 
frog. Wel l ,  i t ' s quit e  natchal , yo ' kin take a t en cent or a nickel , eithah 
one , an ' drop it on a frog b ack an ' yo ' ll see sparks fly up ;  sparks fly o f f  ' is 
back , ' long as dat money s tay one . [As a small child I occasionally on a winter 
night took our cat into a dark clo s et to rub his b ack so that electr icity would 
sparkle in tho s e  day s of oil lamp s . That phenomena I can vouch for , but sparks 
flying from a frog ' s  back when touched by silver money is b eyond my exper ience . ] 
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An ' so ah kept r i ght on till ah win roun ' $ 25 an ' he goes an ' gits de law an ' has 
' im put me out ; tells ' fm  dat ah have a frog in mah pocket . So de law wouldn ' t  
search me an ' dey tole me go on out . Ah goes on an ' put s de fro g , throws d e  frog 
away , an ' goes back in dere , an ' goes roun ' dere where dey wuz knockin ' down dem 
dolls . An '  ah knocks down two of dem but ah didn ' t have a frog in mah pocket at 
dat t ime - but ah s t ill had de luck . When yo ' got ' em in yo r e  pocket d ey goin ' 
wet all ovah yore pocket . [ Frog urine caus es war t s - see 9 9 24 , p . 3 8 9 6 . ] Well , 
dat lod e s t one or what somevah it i s , dey leave s dat in dere . 

An ' ah been roun ' at skin games an ' los t  thirt een dollahs an ' twenty dollahs . 
Go tuh a woman or a man an ' b orrow a dollah from ' im an ' take an ' go tuh a woman 
an ' take de dollah whut ah git from de man , an ' tell d e  woman ah ' ll give her mah 
dollah fo ' a dollah she got , an ' go back tuh d e  game an ' s e t  down an ' start ga� 
blin ' ag ' in .  Well , ah carry me a frog back i n  dere an ' s ee , evah time ah ' ll take 
de money whut ah git from de woman an ' put it in mah pocket on dis frog , an ' 
ah ' ll pick me a card whut ah ' m  goin ' bet • • • • Jes ' lak folks say , "Ah ' m  goin ' bet 
de dollah at one t ime , "  an ' den ah ' ll ket ch ' em .  Well , when ah ketch ' em ,  ah ' ll 
raise ' em .  We ll , evah t ime ah r a i s e  an ' win , ah ' ll d rop dis money on dis f r o g  
in mah pocket . An '  d e n  ah ' ll b reak de game or ei thah git tired an ' git u p  an ' 
qui t , an ' dere won ' t b e  nuthin done o r  s a i d  about i t . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , 
( 1 4 28) ' 2 5 7 6 : 3 . ] 

1 00 0 5 .  Ah heard dis about a frog . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wanta go tuh a show , yo ' 
take a frog - a toadyfrog .  Dat whut we talkin ' ab out . An '  all d em lodes tones 

TO KILL THOSE TRICKS CAUSED BY LODE STONE AT 
SHOWS AND SHOOTING GALLERIE S CARRY LIVE FROG 

where dey makin ' all dese monkey 
mo t ions in dem shows , yo ' take 
de frog an ' when yo ' go dere yo ' 
kin kill evah b i t  o f  lodes tone 

dat dem folks is got in der e . Yo ' see , yo ' tote it [ live fro g ]  in yuh pocket 
an ' dat ' ll kill all de lodes t one dey got in dere - j es '  lak dey workin ' tricks 
o r  have shoo t in ' gallery . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311) , 2 2 24 : 3 . ] 

1 0 0 0 6 . Yeah , yo ' kin take a rough-b ack toadyfrog .  Yo ' kin t ake him an ' he 
kin s t op any kinda what chuh may call magic trick . He kin s t op any magic t r ick 
regardless o f  what or what-not . Dat ' s  providin ' de p eople don ' t know dat yuh got 
i t  [ live frog ] . I f  dey know yuh got ' im ,  dey can ' t d o  nuthin . Yo ' s e e , a man 
t ook one of ' em  once here in de city [ charleston ] . Dere was a b i g  show up dere 
on de Green an ' he took one in dere an ' dey put ' im out ! Ab solut ely ! Dey cer
tainly did , put ' fm  out ! [He ] put ' im [ fro g ]  right in ' i s co ' t  pocket , p inned 
' em down , an ' walk o n  in de show . An ' immediately a f t ah he walk in d e  show , 
evah thing become p l ain - what dey doin ' , see . All de ma gic was cut out . E vah 
thing come r ight plain . An ' dey walk r i ght t�h ' im immediately an ' put ' fm  out -
put ' fm  out de show . Dey knew i t  j es '  as good as a book . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
(between 53Q-539) , 644 : 6 . ] 

1 0 00 7 . Yo ' go an ' take a toadfrog . Ketch a l ive toadfrog an ' anywhere where 
dey got s c ientific [magic ] work goin ' on - yo ' ketch dat toadfrog an ' yo ' put 
' im in a papah bag or a can or any thin ' , somepin dat he kin stay alive . An ' yo ' 
put it in yore pocket an ' yo ' goes an ' d ey cain ' t work no kinda scient i fic work . 
Lak dese heah fair s an ' thin ' s have all d e s e  shows , showin ' yuh d i f f ' ren ' thin ' s .  
Where dey goes an ' take p eople haid o f f  dere body an ' all s ech a s  dat . Why yo ' 
g i t  dat frog an ' go d ere an ' dey cain ' t w ork dere s cient i fic work . [ N ew Orleans , 
La . , ( 1 5 7 7 ) , 29 06 : 3 . ] 

1 0008 . Take a toadfPOg an ' keep ' im roun ' dere [ your home ] . Ket ch ' im tuh 
yuh hous e .  I t ' s  good luck . An '  yo ' carries a lot ta trash wit ' im .  Yo ' kin 
take dis frog an ' keep ' fm  in yuh house an ' fasten ' im roun ' anywhere roun ' , 
an ' dere people doin ' d i s  magic - p i t chures , dat chew cain ' t see - yo ' take dis 
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f r o g  an ' p u t  ' im in yuh pocke t , i f  yo ' goin ' tuh de show or circus anywhere . An '  
dis fro g ,  evah thin ' dey showin ' dere ' ll come natchal - wbut it is . Look lak a 
bat t o t in ' a s awmill log . I f  yo ' have dis frog in yuh pocket it ' ll show up dere 
j is '  a bat flyin ' roun ' wit a s traw all hitched tuh ' is feet . [Wilson . N .  Car . , 
( 1 4 9 2 ) , 2 6 6 2 : 11 . ] 

1 0 0 09 . (What ab out that frog? ) 
Ye s , an ' put ' im in yuh pocke t . Jes ' lak any kinda game dat chew wanta play , 

lak i f  yo ' go tuh a show yo ' hard at winnin ' dat way . Dose shows , yo ' know. 
Lo tsa t imes yo ' go tuh a show , dos e show folks got t a  a lotta things dere . za-e s  
yo ' know . Games tuh play yo ' undahs tan ' . An '  a ole woman t ole me about it . Ah 
always go tuh a show an ' ah always lak dos e games , but ah nevah c ould win any
thin ' . An ' ah went dere one nigh t - ah wanted tuh gi t me a doll . Ah lost about 
a dollah or two ' fore ah could win anythin ' .  [ S t .  P e tersburg , Fla . , ( 1 012) . 
1639 : 1 .  1 

1 0010 . Take a toadfrog . Dat ' s  de hoppy toad. Yo '  kin take dat an ' put it 
in yuh pocket ,  an ' yuh go intuh a show an ' dat ' ll s t op i t .  He [ y ou ]  have tub go 
outa dere . 

(What kind o f  a show ? )  
A b i g  c ircus . 
(Any kind o f  show , i t  wi ll s t op i t ? )  

No , les ' a circus . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 7 3 ) , 2 6 54 : 3 . ] 
1 0011 . Dey kin take a frog an ' go intuh a show an ' ,  i f  dey workin ' any sli ght 

of han ' , why dey can ' t work i t .  See , as l ong as dat person have dat frog in 
dere . [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 0 7 a ) , 2 042 : 6A . ] 

7 .  BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE REAPPEARS 

[My f ormer mat erial about the b lack cat lucky b one appeared in volume 1 ,  pages 
74-9 7 . Thes e  rites o f  course do not include anything from volume 2 ,  a collection 
o f  intervi ews only , o r  from the in terviews in volume 3 ,  pages 1 8 59-2339 . Even 
the material I d i d  print was di f ficult to ar range in any logical order . Instead 
o f  the brief  margin t i tles and underscoring o f  essen t i al ideas in volume 1 ,  I 
have made the present margin t i tles more descript ive o f  conten t s . ]  

1 0012 . [Wi thin the following ri tes o f  this section you will learn how to 
identi fy the b lack cat b one among all o ther b ones o f  the eat ' s  body , but the 
s imples t of thes e  i denti fi cation me thods is this one : Boi l blaok oat , [ empty 
bones from kettle into a pile to dry ] , when bones have dried, the bone wanted 
will be lying by i tse lf! [Mob ile , Ala . , r�sumJ , 8 5 2 : 1 . ] 

1001 3 .  I ' ve heard o f  that but I ' ve never commi t ted that s in .  My grandmother 
has spoke o f  i t  s everal times in front o f  me , how you sells yoursel f to the devil . 

HORROR AND SIN EXPRES SED BY INFORMANT 
THE FOLLOWING RITES OFFER THE REASON 

that you go in the woods and set you a 
black cat and kill i t .  And you set a 
boi ling p o t  o f  hot wa ter and you throw 
thi s cat in that water . ADd if you can 

stand there and watch that cat cook t o  death , that you will b e  lucky and success
ful . Take the b ones and throw them in a creek and the b one that floats upstream , 
that ' s  the b one that you take . And long as you wear that bone you vil1 be lucky . 

( I  see . )  [Boiling cat in the woods i s  rare . ] [New Orleans .  La • •  (864) . 
1391 : 9 . ] 
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1 0 014 . De way dey g i t  de b lack cat s  lucky b one , kill de cat alive an ' put ' im 
in a pot befo ' he dies thoroughly dead - in a pota b o ilin '  hot watah . All right . 

Let ' im boil t ill all de 
KILL DE CAT ALIVE • • • PUT 'IM IN A POT BEFO ' HE DIES meat come o f f  ' is b ones , an ' 

p o ' a l l  de meat an ' b ones 
all in de [ s tream o f ] watah . An ' de b one dat go up s t r eam , take dat . Dat ' s de 
lucky b one , de b lack cat s  lucky b one . [Presumab ly cat is kno cked senseless be
fore b e ing dropp ed int o hot wat er . ] [ Wil s on , N .  C ar . , (1459 ) , 264 9 : 2 . ] 

1 0 01 5 .  Dey says ketch a b lack cat wit not a whi t e  spo t  on ' i s b ody an ' -
dat ' s  a perfec t ly thing [ cat is totally black ] . An ' says , put ' im in a p o t  live 

YOU YOURS ELF MUST CATCH BLACK CAT WITHOUT ONE WHITE HAIR 
PUT ALIVE IN BO ILING WATER - AFTER FLESH FALLS FROM BONES 
THROW THEM INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE S INKING IS LUCKY BONE 

an ' boil ' im live 
t i ll all de meat 
come off ' is b ones . 
An ' he take dat b one , 
all dem b ones tuh a 

runnin ' s tream o f  
anythin ' . 

watah , an ' de b one dat sink yo ' git i t . An '  say he could do 

(The b one that s inks . What will the o ther b ones do ? )  
Float on t op . 
(The b one that s inks you take ? )  
Yes s i r . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1 2 8 3) , 2 1 79 : 5 . ] 
1 0 01 6 .  [ In the preceding rites we are not t old where the person b o i ling the 

cat finds his water . S ince one cat is b oiled in the woods , we mus t a s sume that 

USE WATER FROM RUNNING S TREAM TO BO IL CAT 
BO ILED CAT MUST BE THROWN INTO SAME STREAM 

wat e r  was near in a running s t ream , 
or a not too dis tant well , which i s  
running water . S imilarly another 
cat apparently , though not neces

sarily , was b o iled near running water . We now come to what originally was prob
ab ly a fundamental requirement ] :  In boi ling b Zaak aat you mus t use wateP [Pam a 
running stPeam and thPow the bones baak into the same stPeam. [ Wi lmingt on ,  N .  I I 
Car • •  resume , 1 3 3 : 1+85 . ]  [ This rule i s  maintained in some of the following r i t e s  
in which the b lack cat mus t b e  b o iled on the bank o f  a running s t ream. ] 

10017 . De man paid another fellah , but dis wuz a culud [ colored ] fellah comes 
up from [ some place south of us ] .  An '  he got acquainted wit me , or he got tuh 
learn o f  me ,  an ' ah t ook ' im home wit me [ t o  rent him a room ] . Well , he had de 

diae [money t o  pay ] . An ' he said , 
did ah could git holt ' a  [hold o f  

TUB O F  WATER SUBSTITUTED FOR RUNNING WATER 
SURELY HAND SWISHED IN TUB TO S UGGEST MOTION 

spot or nuthin about ' im. We put dat cat in 
o f f  ' is bones , an ' den taked tuh de watah , a 
[ b o i led cat ] right in dere . 

a ]  b la ck cat . 
" Can yuh find a b lack cat ? Don ' 
tell no one . "  
So ah tell ' im, "Well , ah ' d  s ee . "  
An ' we g o t  holt ' a  d e  b lack cat , 
right b lack cat wi t no t no white 

a p o t  an ' b oil ' im down , all de mea t  
b ig tub o f  watah , an ' emp ty a l l  dat 

An ' he says , "We ll . But ch . ah ' l l tell yuh whut ah ' ll want . Now , yo ' mus ' take 
dis han ' [ surely left hand ] an '  de b one dat swims on t op of de watah , dat ' s  de 
Z.uaky bone . ': 

Dat b lack cat , ah heah ' em talkin ' ab out it , b ut ah ' ve never seen [ the use o f ] 
i t  t ried . [ S ince running wat er i s  required ,  surely our op erator b e fore boi ling 
commenced swi shed his hand ab out in the tub to s ugge s t  mot i on ;  or , if these men 
used c i t y  tapwater , we mus t  remember tha t  the lat ter when turned on b ecomes run-
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ning water many plac e s  i n  HOODOO. ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2401 : 8 . ] 
10018 . Well , ah hear ' d  dat dey take dis b lack cat - ketches a black cat wit 

not a whit e  s treak on ' im any place . An' dey take s ' im an ' puts ' im  on - s tart s  

CATCH A BLACK CAT WITHOUT A WHITE HAIR - WHEN 
WATER STARTS TO BOIL DROP HIM IN ALIVE - AFTER 
HE FALLS TO PIECES - TOS S BONES INTO RUNNING WATER 
GRAB THE BONE FLOATING UP STREAM - CAN DO ANYTHING 

' im o f f  tub boil . An '  when 
yo ' git chure vatah b oilin ' , 
j is '  drop dis live cat in 
de wa tah . An ' den when yo '  
drop dis l ive cat in de 
wa tah , den yo ' le t s it boil 

all tub pieces . Yo ' take it tub a swi f t  
swi f t , an ' yo ' po ' s  i t  in dere . An '  den 
dat bone . An '  den dey say yo ' kin go do 
vill e , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 1 ) , 249 4 : 1 7 . ] 

s tream ,  tub a s tream dat i s  runnin ' 
de b one dat go e s  up de s tream,  yo '  git 
anythin ' dat chew wanta do . [ Fayette-

1001 9 . Take a b lack cat an ' have oven heated 
take dat b lack cat an ' put ' im in dat oven , see . 

BAKE LIVE BLACK CAT IN CLOSED OVEN - CALL CAT BY 
NAME - HE 'LL ANSWER - HE 'LL TELL • • •  WHAT BONE TUH 
TAKE - A SHORT BONE - CARRY ALL BONES TO SWIFT 
WATER - POUR THEM IN - GRAB BONE GOING UPSTREAM 

hot , da t ' s got a l id on it , an '  
An '  put de l id on it an ' cook 

' im .  Call ' im [ cat ] by name 
whut evah it might b e . I t  may 
b e  Tom an ' it may b e  J im .  Dey 
have diff ' ren name s . What evah 
' is name b e , yo ' call it , an ' 
he ' l l answer yuh ! He ' ll t e l l  

yo '  ' z akly what b one tub take . Dey tell me he ' ll t e l l  yuh tub take de short 
bone . Take all de - aftah yo ' burn ' im up , take de b one s an ' carry ' em tub swif t  
watah , see . An ' pour all dese bone s i n  de wa tah . An ' de b one dat goe s u p  d e  
stream ,  dat i s  de b one f e r  yuh tub take . Dat ' s  whut chew do . [ This i s  probab ly 
the only b lack- cat-b one r i t e  in which the name of the cat i s  called ! Lid on an 
oven is unusual ! ]  [Washington , D . C . , ( 63 8 ) , 8 2 7 : 1 . ] 

100 20 .  Black cat b aked alive in oven , b one s thrown into running water . [Wil' , 
mington , N .  Car . , resume , 12 9 : 1 . ] 

100 2 1 . Some people say yo ' could take a b lack cat an ' b urn ' im , an ' git his 
bone an ' yo ' keep dat b one in yore po cket . An ' say yo ' nevah l o s e  nuthin , yo ' 
always win [when gamb l ing ] .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 4 5 ) , 23 2 7 : 1 5 . ] 

100 2 2 . I f  yo ' wanta hurt ' em without - yo ' don ' wanta hur t ' em .  Ah tell yo ' 
whut ah ' ve exp er ienced . Yo ' take dat b lack cat an ' yo ' kill ' im an ' yo ' b oil dat 

cat . An ' when yo ' b o i l  ' im yo ' git de b one . 
BLACK CAT KILLED BEFORE BOILING Yo ' go t ta git de right b one , but if yo ' ain ' t 

nevah experienced it , git tin ' de b one , yo ' don ' 
know which one tub git . So , ah ' ve done had dis one fo ' l i ' le b e t tah den foah 
yeahs . We l l , people mightn ' t  know which one tub git or not . An ' ah keeps it in 
mah pocke t , j i s '  as ah wuz t e l lin ' yo ' an ' ah has it a l l  de time fo ' foah yeahs 
an '  nevah seen a bwn day . 

[ Did he have the b one with him? S tran ge I do not ask ab out it . Unfortunately 
.achine was turned o f f  here and any comment s were mis s ed . ] 

Yo ' reach down , when yo ' boil dis cat . Yo ' wait t i l l  it git s cold an ' yo ' 
reach down dere an ' yo ' git de r i ght b one . Yo ' don ' know if yo ' gittin '  de right 
one if yo ' ain ' t nevah seen it b e fo ' . Some people might tell yo ' sompin 'boa� 
a glass [mirror ] or s ompin yo ' look it in [ in it ] an ' disappeah . Well , dey dam' 
know dat , but if yo ' ain ' t nevah seen d e  b one , yo ' won ' t know whut chew &i��ta• . 
So ah seed it befo ' an ' ah knowed whut ah wuz gi t t in ' . So it took .e a Vbole day 
tuh sit dis b one . [ N ew Orl eans , La . , ( 1 5 7 4 ) , 2 8 9 6 : 1 . ] 

100 23 .  Dey say take de b lack cat an ' kil l  ' im ,  an ' boil ' im  an '  tate au£ all 
de bones , an ' what evah b one is de lucky b one , why yo ' throw ' em  all 1a aa.e 
vatah , runnin ' watah , an ' all of ' em ' ill s ink tub de b o t tom but de �  baDe 
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KILL BLACK CAT BEFORE BOILING 
LUCKY BONE S TAYS ON TOP - OPENS ANY DOOR 

KILL BLACK CAT BEFORE BOILING 
SUCK EACH BONE UNTIL VI S ION DISAPPEARS 
THAT BONE WILL BE LUCKY - READY TO US E 

will stay on top . Dey s aid yo ' kin 
take dat bone an ' open any kinda do ' .  
[ Memphi s , Tenn • • ( 1 54 9 ) 1 2 8 16 : 7 . ] 
1 0 0 2 4 . Dey take dat black cat an ' 
dey kills dis black cat an ' boil ' im 
down , an ' one ' ll s i t  an ' suck dose 
bones . Jis ' suck dose bones unt il 
dey b e gin tuh cain ' t see . When dey 

cain ' t see , den dey ' ll know it wuz de right bone . Den dey git up an '  go on do 
dere work .  [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 9 0 3 ) 1 14 74 : 2 2 . ] 

100 25 . J i s ' say fo ' ins tance yo ' kidnap yuh b Zaak aat .  Yo ' ll have tuh kidnap 
' im .  Yo ' ll take dat cat an ' skin ' em .  Yo ' kill [ s tun? ] ' im an ' skin ' im  ' l ive , 

STEAL A BLACK CAT - SKIN HIM ALIVE - COOK HIM 
TAKE HIP BONE - STERILI ZE - SCRAPE UNTIL WHITE 

j i s '  lak yo ' would a rabb it or 
anything else . Well , yo ' take 
dat cat an ' yo ' cook it . Yo ' 
b o i l  dat meat , j i s '  cook it so 

it ' ll fall tuh pieces . An' yo ' ll git dat bone . Yo ' have tuh take it den an ' yo ' 
s t e riliz e it . Yo ' scrape it 1 s c rape dat bone an ' git it wh ite , whi t e-lak . 

(How do you know that you have go t the right bone ? ) 
Well , it ' s  a certain bone intuh ' is [ le f t ? ] hip . [New Orleans , La • • ( 1 5 7 1 ) 1 

28 8 5 : 9 . ] 
1 0 0 2 6 . [ In the preceding r i t e  the 

poses appears to b e  rare , but here is 
stealing of a black cat f o r  ri tual pur
ano ther example ] : Yo ' s teal that cat an ' 

WHILE BOILING STOLEN CAT - SUPERNATURAL LIGHT 
put ' e r in de boile r , an ' they 
said that cat • • • it [ the room ]  
would lighten j i s '  like i ' twas 

[ i t was ] sun in that room .  [ Richmond , Va . 1  r� sum� . 36 8 : 2 . ] 
100 2 7 . Boil black cat , everything turns black , headless cow [ and o the r ani

mals ] appear , throw b o iled cat into running wa t e r , bone flo ats ups tream .  [ This 
is me rely a forks-of- the-road rite at midnight where in the darknes s  s upernatural 
animals and the devil can b e  seen in the darkness . ]  [Mob ile , Ala • • r�sum� . 
86 0 : 1 . ] 

100 2 8 . (What do they say ab out ge t t ing that black cat lucky bone ? ) 
Yo ' take d a t  black cat . Ke tch ' im alive , don ' kill ' im .  An '  have yore watah 

on ho t .  Chunk ' im r i ght in d e  pot wi t ' out killin ' ' im .  Yo ' chunk [ him ] down in 

ALL BONES S INK - ONE COMES TO TOP - LUCKY BONE 
de p o t  ' thout kill in ' ' im .  Put 
on de lid an ' b o i l  ' im .  Boil 
' im  unt il prakly [ prac t i c ally ] 

all de meat will leave de bones . Take de bones an ' drop ' em in runnin ' watah 1 
see . De ' [ they ] claim dat de bones will s ink .  In o thah words dat [ b one ] come 
back up tuh de top , take i t . S ay dat ' s  de lucky bone . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car • • 

BONE THAT FLOATS I S  LUCKY BONE 
( 1 3 9 4 ) . 2 5 0 5 : 8 . ] 
100 2 9 . Well , ah haven ' t  heard o f  a bone from 
a dead person , but ah ' ve heard j i s '  yo ' take a 

black cat an ' boil ' is bones . An '  carry it tuh runnin ' watah an ' throw i t  in 
runnin ' watah 1 an ' de bone dat flo ats dat ' ll be yuh lucky bone . [ Everywhe re 
b elieved . ]  [Waycro s s , Ga • • ( 1 0 9 5 ) 1 1 7 6 5 : 10 . ] 

1 0 0 3 0 . Dey tell me it ' s  very lucky , it ' s  de luck i e s t  b one in de world . Ah 
t r i e d  it one t ime but ah j is '  d i dn ' t have de ingredients . Yo ' take a black cat 
an ' have boilin ' ho t watah 1 an ' have a cat wi t no t a white hair on ' im .  When 
dat watah git tuh b o ilin ' go od , yo ' grab dat cat in a sack or s omepin an ' throw 
' im in dere an ' put de top on ' im .  An '  he ' ll b o i l  an ' he ' ll b o il a l l  tuh piece s . 

An ' de b one whut chew want ' ll float an ' de re s t ' ll s ink , but chew use dat wi t 
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HAVE WATER BO IL ING - CAT WITHOUT A WHITE HAIR 
GRAB CAT IN SACK - THROW INTO POT - USE L ID 
BONE ONLY ONE FLOAT ING - USE WITH LODESTONE 

BONE NOT FLOAT ING AWAY WITH OTHERS I S  THE BONE 

lodes tone . But now ah nevah 
did git de full ingredient but 
ah did cook de black cat an ' 
go t de b one . Dat bone shore 
will rise . Ah know dat . 
( I t  didn ' t work . )  [Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  ( 1 240) , 2 1 1 1 : 10 . ] 
10031 . Well , tuh b e  successful 
an ' lucky , i t ' d  [ it would ] cuz 

[ cause ] zhow ( you ] [ a  lo t of troub l e ? ] ,  yuh gi t de b l ack cat b one . Yuh kill a 
b lack cat . Yuh go t a pot o f  watah on [ the fire ] out dere . Yuh take de black cat 
[ out there ] b e fo ' dat he is kill ed . Throw ' im in de pot o f  b o ilin ' ho t watah . 
Den aftah he cooks tuh pieces , take de b one [bones ] ,  put i t  [ them ]  in running 
watah . De one dat s tands [ on sur face o f  water and does no t float away ] yuh take 
dat . Dat ' s  de black cat b one . [New Orleans , La . ,  (812) , 1142 : 9 . ] 

BO IL A L IVE BLACK CAT ON BANK OF RUNNING WATER 
UNTIL FLE SH AND BONE S S EPARATE - THROW BONES 
INTO THE STREAM - BONE RIS ING TO SURFACE AND 
SWIMMING WITH CURRENT I S  LUCKY BONE - GRAB IT 

10032 . Yo ' take de b l a ck cat 
an '  yo ' take ' im down by de run
nin ' wa tah . An ' yo ' boil ' im 
un til all de meat come o f f  ' i s 
b ones . Den yo ' take all de 
b ones an ' dump i t  into de watah , 

an ' de b one dat swims - dat comes up an ' swim down de s tream wi t de watah - why 
dat ' s de b one dey gi t s . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 1 5 9 1 : 1 . ] 

100 3 3 . Well , now , ah tell yuh whut de ' [ they ] say fo ' runnin ' watah . I n  case 
yo ' wants anybody confused aroun ' , a di sagreeab l e  nei ghb ah s ee , dat i s  terri fyin ' 
yuh . An '  yo ' wanta gi t rid o f  ' em ,  want ' em tuh leave de community or leave de 

home o r  somepin lak dat . I t ' s  go t a bad s tory 
AIN 'T BUT ONE OF 'EM FLOAT. . .  but den ah got i t . Yo ' gi t a b lack cat . Put dat 
DAT WILL FLOAT DOWN DE STREAM black cat intuh a p o t  o f  boilin ' watah alive an ' 

covah de pot up . An ' l e t  ' im s tay in dere until 
all de flesh drop o f fa hi s b ones . Den yo ' gi t dat b one . Ah don ' know j i s '  
zac tly whut b one , but j i s '  git a b one - ah ' d  imagine mo s '  any b one - an ' carry 
it . Well , in o thah wo rds , t uh make it cl eah , pl ain , yo ' mi gh t take a coll e c t ion 
o f  dese b ones af tah dey are boiled , cl eahed o f  de meat , an ' den yo ' carry ' em tuh 
a runnin ' s t ream o f  watah . An '  de b one dat will float down de s tream - de mo s t  
o f  ' em will s ink - an ' i t  ain ' t b u t  one o f  ' em float , dat b one dat will float 
down de s tream. Take dat b one an ' carry it an ' bury i t  somewheah neah dat dis
agreeab l e  neighb ah . Dat will drive ' em o f f . [An unusual use for a black cat 
bone ! ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 2 9 5 ) , 2 19 6 : 2 . ] 

10034 . Ah have information concerning that , how a person s ells thei r s el f to 
the devil , but ah have never [ done that ] . They tell me what you do to sell your

AFTER YOU P I CK UP THE BONE THAT FLOATS AWAY 
YOU MAKE A PACT TO SERVE DEVIL SO MANY YEARS 
IF YOU DI E BEFORE TERM ENDS - YOU GO TO HELL 

sel f to the devil . They say , you 
take a b lack cat alive and b oil 
him . Drop him in ho t boiling pot 
of water and boil him, you s ee . 
And after you boil him , you take 

out all tho se b ones , the di fferent b one s , and you drop them in a running s tream 
of water . Now , the b one that runs [ floats away ] ,  you s ee , you p ick up that bone . 
And you make a oath to the devil that you s ell your soul for so many years to b e  
success ful . N o t  forever , you know . You s ell your s oul f o r  t en year s , you see . 
You b e  suc cess ful and can ge t every thing your heart desires . But otherwise , you 
wouldn ' t  have no luck . If you dies , you couldn ' t go to heaven . You b elong to 
the devil and all [heaven can ' t save you ] . [New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1399 : 6 . ] 
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10035 . It ' s  awful [ dreadful ] tuh say so , but chew kin take a black cat . 
Ah ' ve s een a fellah dat did try dat .  Ah had a b rothah dat tried it . Put it  in 

CAT MUST BE  BOILED OUTDOORS 
BONE DAT GO BACKWARDS - LUCKY 

de watah an ' boil it an ' take de bone out , see . 
Take all de bones . Boil it till it ' s  boiled 
all tuh pieces , see . An ' den aftah it ' s  boiled 
all tuh pie ces - don ' t go in de home of no one , 

boil it  out [ outdoors ] .  An ' let all de meat fall from de bones , an ' take it an ' 
carry it  tuh a b ranch - a creek ,  a small creek - an ' put it in dere . An ' de 
bone dat go b ackwards , yo ' kin take dat bone . An ' den yo ' [ can ] go an ' s teal 
an ' all lak dat [ p rob ably b ecause you can make yoursel f invis ibl e ] . [ S t .  Peters
burg , Fla . , ( 1031) , 16 7 6 : 6 . ] 

10036 . Ah hear ' d  tell o f  ' em us in ' a black cat . Yo ' kin take a black cat an ' 
yo ' put ' em in a pot of watah , an ' let ' im cook till all de meat cook off ' is 
bones - come off ' is bones . Well , aftah all de meat is  off ' is bones , yo ' go 
an ' git dem bones . Yo ' carry dem bones tuh some runnin ' watah an ' de bone whut 
run back up de s tream - not where de watah runnin ' ,  ga in ' dat way - yo ' git  dat 
bone . Dat ' s de luckiest thing a man kin git on earth . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1188) , 
2 004 : 6 . ] 

1003 7 .  S aid dat dey would take 
wit ' out killin ' ' er .  Let ' er kill 

BONE GOING UPSTREAM IS LUCKY BONE 

de cat an ' put ' er intuh a pot an ' boil ' er 
' ersel f in de pot . An ' take her tuh de run
nin ' watah . Do dat aftah dey already cooked 
' er up an ' until de flesh would fall off de 
bone . An ' take de pot tuh de runnin ' watah 

an ' emp ty it ovah in de runnin ' watah . An ' de bone dat goes up de s tream i s  de 
lucky bone . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1286) , 2182 : 14 . ] 

1003 8 .  (You take the bones of this black cat and throw them into the water . 
That the idea? Then what do you do from then on? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
Aftah yo ' throw ' em in de watah , yo ' take it  - take ' em out . Yo ' take de 

bones an ' yo ' carry ' em an ' yo ' throw ' em intuh runnin ' watah , an ' as dey dri ft

THE BONE THAT FLOATS UPSTREAM - TAKE IT OUT 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH� DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST • • •  
MEAN TUH CONKAH ANYTHIN ' • • •  [ I ]  COME IN CONTACT WITH 
WRAP IN FLANNEL - DRESS IN HEARTS COLOGNE - WEAR 

in ' yo ' take it  out . 
(Which bone? ) 
De one dat ' ll go up de 
s tream.  Don ' t  want de 
one dat ' ll go down. Yo ' 
want de one dat go up de 

s tream.  Den yo ' take dat one out : In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' de Ha Zy 
Ghost , dat chew [ I ]  mean tuh conkah anythin ' dat chew [ I ]  come in con tac t wit .  
Dat is  de right bone . 

(What do you do with that bone then? ) 
Yo ' take it an ' yo ' put it intuh a p iece of flannen , wrap it up , an '  yo ' dress 

it in some Hearts Co logne an ' tote it in yo re pocket . [ Florence , S .  Ca r . , ( 1 314 ) ,  

AT 12 O ' CLOCK NOON HAVE WATER BOILING IN LARD CAN 
DROP LIVE CAT IN - COVER CAN - AFTER FLE S H  COMES 
FROM BONES - EMPTY THEM INTO RUNNING WATER - IF A 
BONE GOES DOWNSTREAM A SHORT WAY - COMES BACK TO 
YOU - S INKS TO BOTTOM - QUIVERS - ACTS DIFFERENTLY 
FROM THE OTHERS - THAT I S  LUCKYBONE - PICK IT UP 

2 239 : 2 . ] 
10039 . At zactly twelve 
a ' clock in de day . 
(You get what? ) 
Yo ' git  a black cat , an ' at 
twelve a ' clock in de day yo ' 
have yuh watah boilin ' . An ' 
yo ' take an ' yo ' throw de 

cat in de pot , an ' yo ' have a covah dere so  he can ' t  j ump out - tuh keep ' im down 
in dere an ' cook ' im all tuh pieces , evahthing right on up . 

An '  yo ' take all dat stuff in de can [ you use as boil er ] an ' yo ' take it tuh a 
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runnin ' s tream. An '  yo ' p o ' dat stu f f  in de stream where de watah is  runnin ' , 
an ' de b one dat chew want , ins t id of goin ' down de stream wit de tide , it ' ll 
come b ack ,  or stan '  right down dere tub de b ot tom an ' quivah . It won ' t go o ff , 
de s tu ff won ' t carry it away . An ' dat ' s de b one , de lucky b one . Dat ' s  de b one 
yo ' want . Yo ' will know de b one by - it acks pe cul ' ah ,  di ff ' ren ' from de rest  
of  de b ones . 

(What time do you b oil that cat? ) 
Twelve a ' clock in de day . [The old fashioned lard can ( 5 0  pounds of lard? ) 

was large enough to b e  used as a b o iler . I t  is prob ab ly an ant ique today ! ] 
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 6 9 ) , 2 149 : 8 . ] 

10040 . De way ah ' ve heard it , yo ' ketch 
cat an ' when yo ' ketch dat cat , yo ' take it 

chew a b l ack cat . I t  mus t  b e  black 
to de fo ' ks o f  de road at twelve 

MIDNIGHT AT FORKS OF ROAD - BOIL BLACK CAT ALIVE 
THROW BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - LUCKY BONE GOE S 

a ' clock . Have yore watah hot . 
Don ' t kill ' im .  D ive ' im in 
dat pot  of  ho t watah an ' shet 
it up , an ' let  ' im cook till 
hit cook de meat off  ' i s bones . 

UPSTREAM - CARRY FOR GOOD LUCK - LOVE - GAMBLING 

Den yo ' take all do se b ones an ' taken ' em down tub de runnin ' stream ,  de stream 
goin ' dis way [demons trates ] . Dat ' s down , b ackwards is upwards .  An '  yo ' p o ' dem 
b ones intuh dat runnin ' s tream one at de time . An '  de b one dat goe s  b ack up de 
s tream ,  dat ' s de lucky b one an ' yo ' g it dat . 

(What do you do with that b one? ) 
Well , dey tell me yo ' kin take dat b one an ' tote it in yore pocket an ' it 

brings g ood luck in love affairs , gamb lin '  an ' sech lak a s  dat . 
[While machine turned o f f  informant says s omething ab out disapp earing . ]  
(Use that same b one you s ay? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' put it in yore mouth an ' it  make s yo ' invis ible , p eop le can ' t 

see yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (117 9 ) , 1980 : 3 . ] 
10041 . (You have to go out to  the cro ssroads and you have to go into the 

r i ght hand fork of  that road . ) 
[ I  am repeating what informant had said b efore recording b egan . ] 
Yeah , right-han ' fo ' ks of  de road . An '  he ' ll put de cat in de pot . Fill de 

pot up wit watah an ' build a fiah roun ' de pot . An ' when dey gits through build

GO TO RIGHT-HAND FORK OF CROS SROADS - THERE 
BOIL BLACK CAT - HORRIBLE SPIRITS APPEAR - THEN 
CHANGE COLOR � I F  YOU STAND TE ST - BONE I S  YOURS 

in ' a fiah roun ' de pot , dey ' ll 
sit  dere an ' dere b e  things 
comin ' from evah which way -
evah which direction . 
Don ' keer whut come up . Dere 

peopl e sudden comin ' up wit no haids - al arms , b ells , an ' all dem kin ' a things . 
An ' yo ' know , j i s '  when dey git dere , dey j i s '  changes all kinda color . Al l ole 
daid mens git t in '  up out de grave an ' walkin ' down dere . [ Jacks onville , Fla . , 

TAKE A JET-BLACK CAT TO FORKS OF ROAD 
CARRY ALSO POT AND LID - BOIL CAT ALIVE 
IF YOU CAN STAY THERE AND SMELL IT - TAKE 
BONES AND THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE 
GOING UPSTREAM WILL BE LUCKY BONE - YOU 
HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO DEVIL - DO ANYTHING 

( 5 9 9 ) , 7 78 : 3 . ] 
1004 2 .  Yo ' take a j et-b lack cat an '  
yo ' go tub a forks o f  de road , see . 
Take yo ' a pot an ' put ' em in dere 
' l ive an ' shet ' im up , tigbt vbere 
he can ' t git out . Cook it - coOk  all 
de meat o ff de b ones ; see , if ::ro' kiD 
stay dere an ' smell it . Dell pt all 

dose b ones . Listen good . Den yo ' 
all dem b ones in a s tream-a watah . 

go down tub a s tream-a watah , see, -· tJavv 

stream, dat ' s  
(What will 

de b one tub git . 
tha t b one do for you 

An ' de b one , dey tell me , dat gpes ap de 

then? ) 
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Well . dey tells me yo ' sells yo ' self tuh de devil . Yo ' kin do anything . 
[ S t . Petersburg . Fla . 1 ( 9 9 1 ) 1 1 5 99 : 1 . ] 

1004 3 .  Well . mah b ruthah killed a b l ack cat once . an ' dis  black cat didn ' t 
have any sp o t  on ' im - white sp o t  on ' im nowhere . He wus black all ovah . An ' 

IN ORDER NOT TO LOOK AT HELLI SH CONTENTS OF POT 
HE HAD BUILT A DAM ACROS S A SMALL STREAM - ON I T  
WAS A FIRE AN D  POT OF BOILING WATER - INTO POT 
HE THREW LIVE BLACK CAT WI THOUT ONE WHITE HAI R  
HOLDING MI RROR OVER POT AN D  LOOKING AT REFLECTION 
ONLY 2 BONES APPEARED - THESE HE CAST INTO STREAM 
ONE FLOATED ACRO S S  STREAM AWAY FROM HIM - OTHER 
FLOATED TO HIM - FORMER BONE HE BURI ED - LATTER 
BONE HE CARRI ED - BY INSERTING IT INTO MOUTH HE 
COULD DI SAPPEAR FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME - MY 
INFORMANT - ROOT DOCTOR - SAID BOILING BONES TOO 
DANGEROUS TO LOOK AT IN POT - REASON FOR MIRROR 

he ' d  taken d i s  black cat an ' 
he put ' im - caught ' im alive 
an ' put ' im intuh a bo ilin ' 
p o t  o f  watah . Cooked ' im.  
But de way he did 1 he bui l t  
a kind ' a  dam-lak ovah one 
stream o f  watah 1 an ' dis 
fiah wus up ovah dat 1 see . 
An '  when it boiled all good . 
den he ' d  have a lookin ' - glass 
an ' he helt it lak dat ovah 
dis  pot . An ' only two o f  
dem bones showed up i n  dat 
lookin ' -glas s . He throwed 

o f f  both-a dem bone s . One-a de bone s floated cro ssways de r ivah an ' one o f  dem 
flo ated up tuh ' im . Well . de one whut floated up tuh ' im 1  dat ' s  de one he ' d  
taken an ' put in ' is pocket . An '  de bone dat floated o f f  from ' im 1  he ' d  taken 
dat an ' buried i t . An ' dat one bone dat he took . he could disappeah he says fa ' 
a time . i f  dere anything dat he wanted tuh do . J i s ' hal ' dat bone in ' is mo uth 
an ' disapp eah .  

An ' hit wus some boys wus standin ' on de cornah . Dey tole me . says mah 
b ro thah walked up tuh dem one day an ' ast dem did dey wanted a drink . Dey said 1 
"Yes . "  An ' so he said 1 "Hal ' mah suitcase till ah come back . " 

An '  when he came back dey saw ' im  at a distance when he go t at dis  sto ' 1 but 
when he go t at de sto ' dey didn ' t see ' im no mo ' .  When dey see ' im ag ' in 1  he 
wus comin ' back wit a case o f  whi skey . [To info rmant . a doctor and man . the se 
two bones were dangerous . the reason for no t looking into the p o t . The bone 
flo ating away from him he safely buried . the one floating to him was harmless 
i f  p roperly used . ] [ Brunswick . Ga • • ( 1 206) 1 2039 : 7 . ] 

10044 . All right . i f  yo ' wan ' s tuh be  a man dat chew kin do anythin ' dat chew 
wan t 1  yo ' git chew a black cat an ' yo ' boil  ' im .  G o  d o wn  tuh a cro ssroad a t  

CROSSROAD AT MIDNIGHT - BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT 
OWN COFFIN AND SPOOKS O F  ALL SORTS APPEAR 
BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - LUCKY BONE UPSTREAM 

twelve a ' clock at night an ' yo ' 
bo ils ' em. An ' when yo ' boil 
dis cat yo ' see evahth in ' all 
aroun ' dere . mayb e yuh co f fin . 
or yo ' may see all kinda spooks . 

Go down tuh a runnin ' stream o f  watah an ' throw dese bone s in i t . Well . all dose 
bones dat no good 1 dey go downs tream .  but de bone . dat Lucky bone 1 it come s up
s tream. Yo ' take dat bone an ' put it in yuh p o cke t . an ' yo ' kin do anythin ' wit 
dat bone dat chew want . [ S umter . S .  Car . 1 (136 7 ) 1 241 8 : 11 . ] 

TO BECOME ROOTWORKER CATCH BLACK CAT - TAKE HIM 
TO FORKS OF ROAD - BOIL HIM ALIVE - THROW BONES 
INTO RUNNING WATER - THE ONE BONE GOING UPSTREAM 
PICK UP AND RETURN TO FORKS O F  ROAD - STAND THERE 
UNTIL MI DNIGHT - I F  YOU CAN ENDURE SPIRIT DISPLAY 
BEFORE DEVIL ARRIVES - HE WILL TELL WHAT TO DO 
WITH THE BONE - YO 'LL BE A GOOD ONE [ROOTWORKER] 

1004 5 .  Well . j is ' lak yo ' 
wanta be  a roo tworkah or 
somep in lak dat 1 yo ' go in 
de fo ' k  of de road an ' yo ' 
take a black cat [with you ] . 
An ' ke tch ' im alive an ' boil 
' im.  Boil ' im live an ' take 
' im an ' take de bone whut run 
up stream. T ake dat bone an ' 
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take it an ' s t and i n  d e  fo ' k  o f  d e  road till twelve of  midnight a t  ni ght . An '  
whatsomevah happen , dey say it will come tuh yuh dat ni ght , an ' de devil will 
tell yo ' whut tuh do wi t it . 

(Tell you how to do the PootwoPk? )  
Yes suh .  
{After you get this b lack cat b one , you take it  out t o  the fork o f  the road 

and s t and there until twelve o ' clock at  night ? )  
Yessuh ,  an ' i f  yo ' kin stand evahthing whut come about , yo ' ll b e  a good one . 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , {1340) , 2616 : 16 . ] 
1004 6 . Well , dey tell me i f  yo ' want a have good luck , git chew a coal-black 

cat an ' take him out tuh whah de Poads cPossin ' some ole faPaway Poad an ' take 
yuh a pot an ' take dis cat an ' cook ' im ,  evahthin ' but ' i s eye s . Dose is de two 

CARRY COAL-BLACK CAT TO DE ROADS CROSSING 
OLE FARAWAY ROAD - ALSO POT - BOIL CAT THERE 
U S ING SLOW FIRE - EYES WILL NOT COOK - THEY 
TURN HARD - SPIRITS DO NOT APPEAR WHILE CAT 
BOILING - TAKE BONES TO ST ILL WATER - NOT TO 
RUNNING WATER - DROP IN BONES - ONE SMALL 
BONE STAY S  ON TOP - ALL OTHERS S INK - AFTER 
10 OR 12 DAYS DRESS BONE WITH STRONG ALCOHOL 
THI S BONE MUST BE IN P OCKET WHEN YOU GAMBLE 
FOR THOSE CAT EYES - SEE NOTE AT END OF TEXT 

thin ' s dat chew have yuh a [ some
thing? ] right wheah yo ' put chure 
f i ah ,  j i s '  enough tuh not burn de 
eye s . [See comment later about 
the s e  eyes . ]  Cook it tuh wheah 
it ' ll b e  hard , an ' cook dat cat . 
Dey claim dat diff ' ren thin ' s 
[ spirits ] come up out de pot  but 
dat ain ' t true . 
(The se things [ app earance of  sp ir
its ] really don ' t come about ? )  
Dey don ' come about , but i t  is 

true tuh mah knowledge about de cat . An '  yo ' cook dis cat tull [ t ill]  he ' s  per
fek done ; ev ' ry stran '  o f  de meat ' s  offa de b one . An ' go tuh some spot-a watah 
where de watah i s  s t andin ' per fekly [per fectly ]  s t ill an ' yo ' drop d o s e  b one s in 
d er e . An' dere ' s  one l i ' le cer tain b one , dat ' s j i s '  a small b one , dat ' ll stay 
on top a  de wat ah , an ' de resta de b ones dey goes down tuh de b o t t om .  Dat b one 
yo ' kin take it an ' keep it fo ' maybe ten or twelve days , an ' take it tuh some 
place tuh where yo ' kin dress i t  wit strong alkihol tuh wheah it has a strong 
scent . Have it wheah yuh kin smell dat scent . Den yuh kin keep it in yuh pock
et , lak yuh ' s a gamb lah o r  some kinda card p layah , an ' it re ' lly b r ings luck tuh 
yuh .  

(What would you d o  with tho s e  eyes o f  the cat? ) 
Aftah yo ' dress yore bone yuh git do se eyes an ' place dem somewhah whah yuh ' s ,  

in yuh residence whah yuh l ive at , whah dey kin stay whah nuthin ' ll b o thah ' em. 
An ' dose eyes - yuh know he [ cat ] has a gray eye . Dey ' ll b e gin tuh turn green . 
An ' de whole thin ' ll  git j is '  as green a s  a gourd . Den yuh keep do se fo ' yuh
self ; not fo ' nobody else but churesel f .  

[Those preceding cat eyes are interesting ! At the moment I d o  no t recall 
anything quite s imilar in HOODOO. The fact that the se natural eye s turn hard and 
� gradually change color from gray to green , shows we are concerned here with 
� cat ' s-eye s : gems exhib i t ing a chatoyant [ [ reflecting a s ingle streak of light 
vben cut in a cab ochon ] ] lus ter , espe cially a var iety o f  chrysoberyl , the ori
Bft�l or pPecious cat ' s-eye . Though this i s  my only example - comp are foll08iu8 
rite - could present rite b e  an attempt to sell glas s cat ' s-eye s as devil stooes! 
Years ago a t  the turn o f  the century a cat ' s-eye shoot ing marble was � a 
saperstit ion with s ome marble shoo ters .  P erhaps an ant iquarian could iDfoma as . ]  
[!Or another example o f  b lack eat ' s eyes , see No . . ]  [Waycross . Ga • •  (1163) . 
1938 : 1 . ] 

10047 .  Take a black cat - ke tch ' im an ' put ' im in a p ot ' a  boi1iD' .. tah 
alive . an '  den let ' im stay in dat p o t ' a  b o ilin ' watah unt il be dies. Den take 
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him down tuh a stream o f  runnin ' watah an ' cos 

7 DAYS AFTER OBTAINING LUCKY BONE - ONLY BONE 
OF BLACK CAT TO FLOAT - VI S I T  FORKS OF ROAD 
WITH BONE IN LEFT HAND SELL SELF TO DEVIL 

An '  den yo ' gone a week from dat , dat day dat 
down tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' sell yuhself 
do anythin ' yuh want tuh do . 

[ o f  course ] qui te natchal he ' ll 
be ' s  intuh bone [bones wi ll be  
separated from flesh] an ' dere ' ll 
be a bone dat ' ll stay on top ' a  de 
water . An '  yo ' take dat bone an ' 
take i t  an ' keep it in yuh pocket.  

chew did dis [= 7 days later ] go 
tuh de devil . An' yuh be  ab le tuh 

(What do you do down at the forks of  the road? [Paus e . ] Do you know? [ I  
am not making myself clear . ] When you go down wi th that bone in your pocket , 
is  there anything that you do at the forks o f  the road? ) 

Well , yuh j es ' - yo ' hold i t  [bone ] in yuh lef ' han ' , an ' dat de time yuh 
sellin ' yuhself tuh de devil . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1426 ) , 2 5 7 2 : 3 . ]  

1004 8 . People do dat when dey sell dereself tuh de devil . Dey go out dere 
' tween de fo ' ks of de road . An '  dey kills a black cat , yo ' know , an ' take a 

certain bone in ' im,  an ' dey 
SELL SELF TO DEVIL BY CARRYING BLACK CAT BONE 
TO CROSSROAD - DEVIL WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU 

take dat bone an ' go out tuh de 
fo ' ks of de road . An '  when dey 
git tuh de fo ' ks of de road , dey 

have sold deys elf tuh de devil . He will come down [ one of the roads ] .  Dat ' s  why 
dey doin ' dat , dat ' s  de correct thing [ to sell yourself to the devil ] .  People do 
dat , yo ' know , who is  notorious . I t ' s  not fo ' good p eople tuh do dat . [Little 
Rock , Ark . , ( 88 7 ) , 1461 : 9 . ]  

1004 9 . Put a black cat in a pot of  water and boil it until all the flesh 
comes o f f  and the lucky bone comes to the top . Then take that lucky bone and go 
to the forks of the road and there you ' ll meet the devil . I f  you can stand him 
you can do anything you want . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 81) , Ediphone . ]  

10050 . I have heard that 
CROSSROAD - 2 A . M. - LIVE BLACK CAT TO - SEE SPIRITS you take a black cat at 

two o ' clock and carry him 
t o  a crossroad and there you wi ll see evi l spiri t s . Evi l spiri t s  are walking 
every night at two o ' clock . [Hampton , Va . , Ediphone cyl . 24 . ] 

1005 1 .  Now ,  yo ' goes an ' gits yuhself a straight-off black cat . Go right now 
an ' git a straight-out black cat , yo ' undahs tand . Ah mean a real j e t-b lack cat . 
An ' take a pot an ' put a b i g  fiah undah it , an ' take dat cat whi le he ' s  alive 

AFTER CAT BONES THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE 
GOING OFF BY ITSELF TAKE AT MIDNIGHT TO FORKS OF 
ROAD - MEET THE DEVIL - SELL YOURSELF TO HIM FOR 
5 YEARS - NOW YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO 

an ' put - throw ' im down in 
dat watah . An '  j is '  let ' im 
boil tuh pieces until all de 
j ' ints come ap art . An '  carry 
it tuh a s tream of runnin ' 
watah an ' yo ' take all dose 

bones , one at a time , an ' part i t  away [ s eparate it ] . An '  yo ' kin take i t  an ' 
dump it in dat runnin ' watah , an ' j is '  what b one should happen tuh go o f f  by it
self , well yo ' git dat bone . But it mus t  be j i s '  ab out midnight . An '  yo ' take 
dat bone wo t float by itself an ' yo ' walk tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road . An '  when yo ' 
git at de fo ' k  o f  de road , why yo ' ll meet de devil . Den yo ' ll give yuh testimony 
tuh ' im.  Den yo ' l l confes s  dat yo ' sell yuh soul tuh ' im fer five yeahs . An '  so 
yo ' already sold yuhself tuh ' im, s o  dat ' s  why yo ' servin ' de devil . Yo ' workin ' 
fer de devil an ' yo ' j is '  have dat black cat bone an ' yo ' kin do anythin ' dat yo ' 
wanta do . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (517) , 606 : 7 . ] 

1005 2 .  (You what ? )  
Goes tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' learn how tuh play music , an ' dey will play 
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right dere . Take a b lack cet bone , ah believe it is , an ' as dey play an ' as 

LEARNING TO PLAY MUSIC AT CROSSROADS AND 
FINDING BLACK CAT BONE THERE - STORIES COMB INED 
WHEN RUNNING BONES - ROOSTER CROWS AT RI GHT ONE 

dey talk , dey draw it acro s s  
dem , y o ' know , until dey find 
dat main b one . Den dey fin ' 
dat ma in b one an ' ah think 
i t ' s - dey ' ll heah a roo stah 

crow . An ' den dey ' ave 
( I  see . ) 

sold dereself tub de devil . 

An ' den dey kin play music j i s '  as good as a pursun dat ' s  been playin ' all de 
t ime . 

(What do they do t o  the cat firs t , b e fore they pull all tho s e  b one s through 
their mouth? ) 

Well , y o ' s ee , dey boils de ket . 
(And then they take each b o t tle while they are playing and put i t  through their 

mouth? ) [This was inferred from informant ' s  dey draw it across dem. ] 
Yes , sir , put ' em through dere mouth . 
(And when the right b one app ears , a roos ter will crow? ) 
A roos tah ' ill crow . 
( I  see . And they have s old themselves to the devil? ) 
Yes sir . 
( I  see . )  [ For roo s ter see a Lso 10066 . ]  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 1 4 ) , 981 : 8 . ] 

KILL BLACK CAT - S UCK BONE - MEET DEVIL AT 
3-PRONGED ROAD - 7 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY - 7 YEARS LUCK 

10053 . After killing 
b lack cat and sucking 
b one , go to three
pronged road 7 mornings 

b e fore day , you will meet devil . Luck for s even years . [Deal I s land , Md . ,  , , 

VI SIT 3-FORKED ROAD 9 NIGHTS - LAST NIGHT THERE 
BOIL BLACK CAT - SUCK BONES - DEVIL WILL APPEAR 

GIVE YOU ALL THE "TRICKS" YOU WANT 

resume , 19 : 3 . ] 
10054 . Go t o  a three- forked 
road at night , on the 9 th ni ght 
kill [b oil ] a black cat there . 
While sucking the bones the 

devil will app ear and " give you all the tricks 
, , 

you want . "  [Norfolk , Va . ,  resume , 
4 48 : 8 . ] 

100 5 5 . Ketch a black cat 
An ' dey say de lucky b one ' l l 

an ' , yo ' know , put ' im in a  ho t  p o t  o f  watah , see . 
ris e ,  yo ' know , tub de t op o f  de watah . Dey take 

9 MORNINGS TAKE BLACK CAT BONE TO FORKS OF ROAD 
MEET DEVIL THERE - NOTHING AGAIN WILL EVER HARM 

dis [ b one ]  an ' go tub de forks 
of de road nine mawnin ' s .  Say 
yo ' go dere tub meet de devil . 
An '  say , i f  yo ' go ,  yo ' know , 

in any place [ to rob i t  or where you could meet trouble ] an ' long as yo ' keep 
dis b one wi t ' im ( you] , yo ' know , nuthin wouldn ' t hahm [ harm] ' im (you] . [Wil
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 2 21 : 3+8 5 . ]  

10056 . Dey git  a b lack cat an ' care ' im tub de fo ' ks uh de road fuh nine 
mawnin ' s ab out s ix a ' clock . An ' dey come back home an ' bile dat cat . An ' dey 

CARRY BLACK CAT TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS 
AI 6 O ' CLOCK - RETURN HOME - BOIL CAT - THROW 
BONES OVERBOARD - ONE FLOATING I S  LUCKY BONE 

says den dey kin do mo s '  anythin ' 
dey want . Dey bile dat cat an '  
put ' im a - take all de bones ,  
yuh know , aftah dey boil de cat. 
an ' care it down tub a creek aa• 

trow all de b ones 
save de b one w ' ut 
( 3 18) , 2 51 : 3+8 5 . ]  

ovahb o ' d . Well , all de mos ' a dem bones ' ll go tuh de bot�. 
fl oat . Dey say dat be  de lucky bone . [Wilmington , B .  Car • •  

100 57 . Boil b lack cat , " lucky bone" r ises to t op o f  pot , take to forb of 



3924 - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

, , 
road 9 mornings , you will mee t the devil , can go unseen into any place . [ Re sume , 

TOS S  BONES OF BOILED BLACK CAT INTO RUNNING WATER 
BONE RID ING UP STREAM I S  LUCKY BONE - GRAB - CARRY 
9 MORNINGS TO FORKS OF ROAD - THERE TELLING THE 
LORD YOU HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO THE DEVIL - NOW 
YOU CAN DO ANYTHING - NO ONE CAN STOP OR HARM YOU 

no reference , but from Wil
mington , N .  Car . ] 
1 0058 . Take a b lack cat an ' 
throw it  in a pot  o f  ho t 
wat ah • • •  
[ I  turn o f f  machine here be
caus e rite did no t app ear to 

frequent hab it 
machine before 
omit ted . ]  

b e  promising . This was a 
o f  mine t o  save t ime and cylinder space . Once more I shall s top 
l e t t ing it cont inue to the end . My que s t ions show what had been 

(Af ter they boil this black cat what do  they do? ) 
Take ' is bones , all de bones an ' carry it down tuh de • • •  
[ I  s top machine and then begin again . ] 
(After they ge t this bone that goes up the s t ream , then what do  they do? ) 
Dey take it  an ' goes tuh de fo ' ks of  de  road fa ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' pray tuh 

de Lord an ' say dey sell deyself tuh de  devil . An ' den dey kin do anythin ' dey 
wan ' a do an '  can ' t nob ody hahm ' em .  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 6 ) , 2146 : 5 . ] 

10059 . De way a fellah [ doctor] tole me , when ah wuz tryin ' tuh gamble . "Ah 
wanta be a real gamblah . "  He tole me he cud [ could ] f ix me up a han ' fa ' $ 25 ,  
[ he said ] ah could do j is '  ab out as good as he cud , i f  ah [ he ]  tole yo ' [me ] tuh 

GO TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 S UCCESS IVE SUNDAY MORNINGS 
ON 9TH S UNDAY MORNING CATCH A BLACK CAT AND CARRY 
HIM WITH YOU - COOK IN WASHBOILER WITH LID - WHEN 
BONES APART - A FORKED BONE WILL CROS S 2 HIP BONES 
THROW FORKED BONE DOWNSTREAM INTO RUNNING WATER 
BONE WILL RETURN TO YOU FLOWING UPST REAM - TAKE 
THI S BONE TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS FOLLOWING 
9TH SUNDAY MORNING - YOU WILL MEET THE DEVIL 
SHAKE HANDS WITH HIM - YOU HAVE S OLD YOURS ELF TO 
THE DEVIL - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO DO 

do dis . 
Ah says , "Whut do yo ' mean 
by dat ? "  
He say , "Yo ' sell yo ' self 
tuh de devil . "  
Ah say , "How would ah sell 
mahsel f tuh de  devil? " 
He say , "Yo ' go tuh de fa ' 
fo ' ks o f  de road fa ' nine 
Sunday mawnin ' s , "  an ' he 
say , "on de ninth Sunday 
mawnin ' ,  yo ' ketch yo ' a 
b lack cat an ' carry him • • •  
(After you have been to 

the fork on the ninth [ S unday ] morning , then you 
the b lack cat . )  

catch a cat and take him home -

"De black cat an ' carry him home [ continues doctor to  informant ] .  An ' git  
chew a wash-p o t  an ' fill i t  half fulla watah an ' put chew a big heap in ' f iah roun ' 
dere an ' g i t  some kinda lid an ' put ovah dat pot , an ' boil  dat wa tah t ill it  go 
j is '  rollin ' . An '  throw dat black cat in dere , an ' covah it up , an ' let ' im s tay 
two hours lak dat . When yo ' take him out , take de hip bone - take two hip bones 
an '  up in dere cross  dem two hip bones , dere ' s  a bone in ' is back dat ' s  a forked 
bone . [ This forked bone always sugge s t s  the chicken wishbone , a type of bone no 
o ther animal has . We have a numb er o f  examp les o f  this mis ident ificat ion in 
HOODOO - see No . . ]  Well , yo ' kin take dat forked bone an ' carry it  tuh de 
runnin ' watah an ' throw i t  down de s t ream . " An ' he say , "Dat bone will come back 
tuh yuh . " 

"Yo ' take an ' go tuh dat fa ' ka de  road nine mo ' mawnin ' s an ' dat ninth mawnin' ." 
(Sunday mornings or any morning then? ) 

Yas suh , any mawnin ' .  Jis ' nine mawnin ' . 
[We have 9 Sunday mornings followed b y  9 mornings . ]  
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Say ,  "When yo ' do dat , on de ninth mawnin ' ,  
shake han ' s wit ' im , an ' evahthin ' in de worl ' 
it . "  Yo ' sold yo ' s elf tuh de devil . Tole ' im  
ville , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 2 ) , 2501 : 8 . ] 

yo ' ll meet de devil dere , an ' yo ' 
dat chew want s tuh do , yo ' kin do 
ah cudn ' t stand dat . [ Fayet t e-

1006 0 .  Ah hear ' d  if  a man wanted any luck , wanted tuh learn how tuh b e  a ex
p ert or a mus ician , or i f  he wanted tuh b e  a expert gamb lah or what no t ,  dey 
go e s  out tuh dat cro s sroads f o ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  de ninth mawnin ' when he go 

TO HAVE LUCK - BE A MUS ICIAN - EXPERT GAMBLER 
VIS IT CROSSROADS 9 MORNINGS IN SUCCESS ION - CARRY 
WITH YOU EACH DAY LIVE BLACK CAT - ON 9TH MORNING 
ALSO BRING A KETTLE AND MEET DEVIL - WHO SAYS 
HE WILL GIVE YOU ANYTHING BETWEEN DE SOLE OF YUH 
HAID AN ' DE CROWN OF YUH FEET - ON LEAVING DEVIL 
FILL POT WITH WATER - GO TO HILLTOP OVERLOOKING 
A STREAM - THERE BOIL CAT ALIVE - THEN GOING DOWN 
HILL - THROW CAT BONES INTO THIS RUNNING WATER 
ALL WILL FLOW DOWNSTREAM EXCEPT ONE WHICH SOON 
TURNS UP STREAM - THIS I S  THE BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE 
PICK IT UP AND WEAR IT IN YOUR LEFT-BREAST POCKET 

out there - but b efo ' he go 
out der e , he goes den an ' 
h e  git ' im  a b l ack cat . 
Ah b e t t ah [ b egin again ] so 
yo ' kin undahstan '  it  go od . 
Befo ' he goes tuh de cro s s
roads dat nine mawnin ' s ,  he 
goes de fir s ' mawn in '  an ' 
he git ' im a b lack cat . An '  
h e  takes dat b lack cat an ' 
he cares ' im out dere wit 
' im tuh de cro ssroad nine 
mawnin ' s .  An ' when he cares 
' im dere nine mawnin ' s ,  de 

ninth mawnin ' when he git  dere , dey says dat de devil ' imself meets ' im dere . 
An ' dey says he ' ll t ell ' im anything dat chew wan ' a do or anything yo ' wan ' a 
know. Says , he ' ll give me anythin ' b etween de sole of yuh haid an ' de crown 
of  yuh feet . [With a mixup like this between so le [ soul ] and crown , devil st ill 
mus t  have b een working . ]  He says , " I t  shall b e  granted tuh yo ' . "  An '  so when
evah he do dat , he takes dis black cat , which he ' s  got  alive , an ' he git s ' im a 
po t .  

(After he has gone there nine mornings , h e  takes the cat and get s  this pot ? )  
Yessuh .  
An ' when he git s dis pot , den he go es den tuh a stream o f  watah dat ' s runnin ' . 

He makes ' im  a fiah on de hill r ight up ab ove de watah . An ' when he makes dis 
fiah an ' git dat watah b o ilin ' , he throws dat b lack cat in de pot  alive an ' lets 
dis cat cook alive . An' when de cat cooks unt il all de  flesh has come o f f  de 
bone , he takes de carcass o f  dat cat an ' throw it in de runnin ' watah . An ' all 
de bones an ' all de ones dat goes down de stream ,  he let ' em alone . He takes 
de - an ' de b one dat runs up de stream ,  dat goes b ack up de  stream de obj ect 
[opposite ] way , why he takes dat b one den an ' h e  totes dat in ' is lef ' -breas ' 
pocket . An ' when he tote it in ' is lef ' -breas ' pocket why anythin ' he desires 
den, he ' ll git dat . [Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1412) , 253 7 : 3 . ] 

10061 . Ah hear ' d  o f  people takin ' a b lack cat an ' b o il ' em in a pot  o f  hot 
boilin ' watah alive an ' den take ' im out . Take his b ones out , all ' is b ones , an '  

AFTER YOU OBTAIN CAT BONE THAT SWIMS UP STREAM 
VITH IT VISIT FORKS OF ROAD 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS 
lAST MORNING YOU WILL MEET DEVIL - IF YOU DO NOT 
SAY ANYTHING TO HIM - HE WILL NOT SAY ANYTHING 
10 YOU - TURN ABOUT AND RETURN HOME - WITH BONE 
mu CAN DISAPP EAR - ROB BANK - ATTEMPT ANYTHING 

carry ' em tuh a s tream o f  
watah . An ' throw ' em in dat 
s tream of watah an ' de one 
whut go up stream ,  take it out, 
an ' de rest of ' em ' ill go 
downstream. Let ' ea  go ' head. 
An '  de one da t go upstr� 
yo ' take dat out an' put it 

iD yore pocket . An '  go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road evah Sunday mawnin' fo 1 DiDe 
Slmday mawnin ' s , an ' de ninth mawnin ' yo ' 11  meet de devil dere . AD '  i£ 70 '  don 1 
say uuthin tub ' im , he won ' say nuthin tuh yo ' • An ' yo ' turn roun 1 - 1  c .-e  on 
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b ack . An '  yo ' kin go down heah tuh de Nat ional Bank , any b ank yo ' want tuh - s o  
ah ' ve hear ' d - an ' t ake any thin ' out . D e  law won ' t bo thah yo ' .  Yo ' disappeah . 
Yo ' kin ' temp t [ at temp t ]  de cashier , yo ' kin ' temp t de dogs , any thin ' yo ' wanta 
' temp t .  [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , ( 1 4 2 8 ) , 2 5 7 7 : 6 . ] 

1 006 2 .  Whut chew call gittin ' de b lack cat b one . Yo ' take him intuh de fo ' k  
o f  de road . Yo ' take ' im out tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' make a f iah , an ' a p o t , 

CARRY BLACK CAT - POT - WATER - TO FORKS OF ROAD 
BOIL CAT - THROW BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - ONE 
FLOATING UP STREAM CATCH - THEN RETURN 9 NI GHT S  
TO FORKS O F  ROAD AT 9 O ' CLOCK - MEET THE DEVIL 
WITH THI S BLACK CAT BONE ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 

an ' b o il i t .  An ' den yo ' 
would take all dese b ones , 
when it b o il all tuh p ieces , 
tuh a runnin ' s tream . An ' yo ' 
would p u t  al l do s e  b ones in de 
s tream an' de one dat floats 
up d e  s tream ,  dat ' s d e  one tuh 

gi t .  An ' aftah dat dey ' ll go b ack tuh de  fo ' ks of  de road nine nights . Go b ack 
evah night fer nine nights an ' talk wit de devil . Yo ' go dere an ' mee t  de devil 
dere . An '  den af tah dey do dat f er nine nights ,  dey is thr ough . Dey kin do any
thin ' dey wanta do . 

(Wel l , what time do they go o u t  there at night ? )  
Roun ' nine ' clock . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 60) , 8 63 : 1 . ] 
1 00 6 3 . Now , i f  i t ' s a hand dat he want s , he ' ll go in de fo ' k  of  de  road ' fa '  

day in de mawnin '  at fa ' ' clock .  He ' ll b e  dere b y  foah . Well , he t ake j is '  
thin ' s .  Yo ' evah heah talk o f  dis root dey call John de Conkah? Wel l , it ' s  de 

BE AT FORKS OF ROAD BY 4 A. M. - BRING 3 ARTI CLES 
JOHN DE CONKAH - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - BLACK CAT BONE 
LATTER YOU MUST HAVE OBTAINED YOURSELF PREVIOUSLY 
IT LOOKS SOMETHING LIKE A CHICKEN WI SHBONE [ NEVER ! ] 
AT FORKS OF ROAD DRAW TRIANGLE - MAKE WI SH FOR 
HAND - YOU ARE SELLING YOURSELF TO DEVIL - PUT 
DIRT FROM SINNERMAN 'S GRA VE - 9 PENNIES - ALL THESE 
IN HOLE YOU DIG INSIDE TRIANGLE - DEVIL WILL APPEAR 
AS NATURAL MAN - HE WILL GIVE YOU A SPECIAL HAND 
NOBODY KIN BREAK IT [HAND] UP - WHENEVER YOU WANT 
ANYTHING YOU TALK TO THI S HAND BEFORE LEAVING HOME 
TO GAMBLE - FOR THE SPECIAL HAND TAKE PIECE OF TWO 
ROOTS AND BLA CK CAT LUCIC! BONE - 3 PIECES - PUT IN 
TEN- CENT BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - ANOINT YOURSELF 
WITH MIXTURE BEFORE ENTERING GAME - BEST OF LUCK 

root dat chew g i t - i t ' s 
a b lacksnake root al so . 
Well , yo ' take de roo t . 
Wel l , i t ' s  a b one . I t ' s 
lak a chicken b one . I t ' s 
on a b lack cat . Ah could 
almo s t  tell yuh where tuh 
git it from . [ I  too can 
tell where tuh gi t it , 
wishbone from , b u t  you wo 
won ' t f ind it in a black 
cat ! I have discus s ed 
this matter elsewhere in 
HOODOO . ]  Yo ' take dis cat 
an ' yo ' kill de cat , s ee .  
Yo ' take d e  b one , it ' s  
long lak a chicken . Well , 

yo ' take dis b one , de b lacksnake roo t  an ' yo ' take dis John de Conkah ,  an ' yo ' 
takes dis b one , an ' yo ' goes in de fo ' ks of de road . An '  yo ' draws somep in in 
de way o f  a triangl e .  Dis way [demons trates ] in de  mawnin '  at fa ' ' clock when
evah yo ' make yuh wish . An ' yuh hand dat chew wants , yo ' sellin ' yuhsel f tuh 
de devil , al so , whenevah yuh do dat . Den yo ' take de s innahman ' s  dirt from ' is 
grave an ' nine pennies which yo ' pays de devil fa ' ' is work . Yo ' give him dis 
s tuff an ' leave i t  dere . An ' he ' ll come up j is '  de s ame as a natchal man . An ' 
when yo ' give him d i s , he give yuh a hand an ' dere ' s  nob ody kin b reak it up . 
[ All hands can b e  broken b y  counter charm or power ful abator. ] 

(This is the hand for gamb l ing . Where do you put all this in this triangl e ? ) 
Right in dis triangle .  J i s ' lak in de fo ' ks of de road : one comin ' dis way 

an ' one ga in ' dat way an ' one ' s b ehin ' yuh . Well , yo ' s tands right in de fo ' ks 
o f  de road an ' yo ' , yo ' know , s o  nob ody cain ' t git it  up . Yo ' know , dig it  up , 
an ' yo ' s tand right dere , i f  yo ' have nerve enough , an ' yo ' f ix all o f  dis in 
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heah [demons trat es ] . 
( In this hole? ) 
In dis triangle in de hole [ in the ho le in the tr iangle ] .  An ' whenevah yo ' 

do , yo ' talk tub hit , yo ' know , j is '  talk j is '  lak ah ' m  talkin ' tub yuh : Ah wan ' 
chew tuh do so an ' so, an '  ah wants a "hand, " an ' ah wants tuh win evahthin ' . 
Well , whenevah yo ' do dat , well , dere ' s  yuh luck right dere . Well , den yo ' kin 
take , when yo ' git ready tub leave , yo ' take a p iece of each of de roo ts an ' de 
b lack cat bone , an ' put it in a ten- cent vial o f  Hear ts Co logne . [ This ten-cent 
vial of Hear ts Co logne as hand we have els ewhere . ]  An ' when yo ' go in yore game 
yo ' ' n ' int chureself wit it , an ' dat ' ll cuz evahb ody tub come right tub yuh . 

(Where do you put thes e pennies? ) 
Yo ' take dose pennies . Well , see , yo ' bury do s e  pennies . Yo ' s  payin ' ' im 

[devil ] fo ' yuh hand . 
(Where do you put those pennies ? )  

Yo ' put i t  right in de triangle an ' yo ' bury it . See , yo ' won ' take dos e 
pennies [ away ] wi t chew , yo ' ll leave ' em dere . 

(You take the roo ts with you? ) 
T akes a piece of  de root , j is '  a p iece . S ee , de roo ts j o in . J ew  evah seen 

a piece? De roo t ' s [ root  is ] j oin [ has j o ints ] .  
(You take a piece o f  it and you leave the res t o f  the root in the hole . )  
Leave de rest o f  de root . J is ' take a piece o f  each piece o f  dis heah , but 

chew takes dat bone an ' put it in de j ab [ j ar ] , right in de j ab ,  an ' den yo ' put 
chure - den yo ' s tops it up , each piece of de root . Den yo ' ' o int [ ano int ] yuh
sel f when yo ' git ready tub go on a game . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (149 5) , 2 5 66 : 1 . ] 

10064 . I f  yo ' wanta have yuh way anywheah in de world yo ' go , wanta do any
thing yo ' wanta do , yo ' git chew a j et b lack cat . Don ' t let ' im have no spot on 
' im  atall - j e t b lack . An '  yo ' take dat cat an ' take yo ' a kit tle , an ' yo ' go 

ENTER SWAMP ALONE WITH J ET-BLACK CAT AND KETTLE 
VITH LID - BOIL CAT UNTIL FLESH FALLS FROM BONES 
THESE CARRY TO CROS SROADS - SPIRITS WILL TRY TO 
SCARE YOU - IF YOU PAS S TEST - GO TO WATER THAT 
:RIJHS - THROW BONES INTO - THOS E RIDING UP S TREAM 
TAKE TO GRAVEYARD - LEAVE THERE 9 DAYS - RETURN 
9TH MORNING - DI G HOLE - DROP INTO IT 9 PENNIES 
PAYING DEAD FOR USE OF  GRAVEYARD - REMOVE BONES 
� THEM IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR - YO ' LL BE ALL 
EIGHT ANYWHERE • • •  NUTHIN ' LL WORRY • • •  HINDAH YUH 

down heah tub de swamp alone, 
by yo 'se lf, no on e wit chew .  
Put d a t  c a t  i n  dat ki ttle  o f  
watah an ' put somp in o n  d e  lid 
tub hold ' im down in dere . 
Make yuh up a fiah an ' b ile 
it [ kettle ] till de meat come 
way from dat cat bone . Af tah 
doin ' dat yo ' take all of ' is 
bones an ' yo ' go tub a cro s s
roads . All kinda things com
in ' tub yuh , but don ' chew 

&i� frightened . Don ' t chew git s cared . J is ' s tay right dere . All kinda things 
co.in' tub yuh : things wit no haids , no laigs , no ahms - comin ' tub yuh . But 
chew stay dere . An '  af tah yo ' s tayin ' dere yo ' take dese bones an ' yo ' go back 
tab runnin ' watah an ' throw dem in , an ' de one yo ' see travel up - up - yo ' git 
dOse bones . Af tah git tin '  do s e  bones , yo ' go tub a graveyard . An '  when yo ' git  
£ab de graveyard , why yo ' put  dese  b ones down dere an ' let ' em s tay down dere 
fo• nine days . Aftah nine mawn in ' s  yo ' go back dere an ' git  dem b ones an ' yo ' 
lef� yo ' ( you leave ] nine pennies . [ For pay ing spirits o f  dead in graveyard , 
-.e pp . 3316-3323 , v . 4 and other places in HOODOO. ] Dig yo ' a ho l '  an ' let dem 
� pennies down dere - at de graveyard , at tah yo ' git de bones . Yo ' put nine 
..-ales dere . An ' when yo ' take dem bones , yo ' take dem bones an ' yo ' wrap ' em  
.. iD a  piece of  red flannel . An ' yo ' weahs dese bones . An ' yo ' ll b e  all right 
awjwbere yo ' done go . Nuthin ' ll worry yo ' . Nuthin ' ll trouble . If yo ' in trou
�. yo ' kin git out . Nuthin will hindah yuh atall . [ I  put in italics that 
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wonderful expression : alone� by yourse lf� no one wi t chew ! ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(1331) , 229 0 : 1 . ] 

10065 . Dey go out tuh de forks o f  de road an ' some do ' s  one thing an ' s ome 
ano thah , see . S ome will take a half a bushel [ basket ] see , an ' dey puts dat in 

LAY HALF-BUSHEL BASKET AT FORKS OF ROAD 
PUT A BLACK CAT UNDER IT - SAY 3 TIME S 
3 HOLY NAMES - A SUDDEN STORM ARISES 

de forks of de road . An ' aftah dey put 
dat in de forks of de road , dey git a 
black cat an ' put undah dat bushel -
half bushel . S ee . An '  dey ' ll us e de 
word : God� de Fathah - God� de Son -

God� de Ho ly Gho s t .  Three times , see , an ' de storm will rise • • •  (Remainder o f  
thi s story cannot b e  secured becaus e o f  bad spot o n  cylinder . )  [Comment by 
transcriber . ]  [What happened? Did the cat escape? Did the devil appear? I 
hope someone has preserved this story . For a s imilar story see one in whi ch the 
devil demands you cuss God three times , No . 348 , p . l03 , vol . l . ] [Washington , 
D . C . , ( 6 38 ) , 8 2 3 : 1 . ] 

1006 6 . While b oiling black cat at a three- pronged road , a rooster comes out 
o f  the steam,  crows , an ' then the devil ap� ears . [For rooster at forks o f  road , 
see also No . l0052 . ] [ R ichmond , Va . , r�sume , 3 05 : 1 . ] 

1006 7 .  Tell me dey go down i n  d e  graveyard ' b out twelve a ' clock in de night 
an '  carry dat b lack cat out dere . An '  have mah watah boilin ' at twelve a ' clock , 

IN THE GRAVEYARD - WITH POT OF WATER BOILING 
AT MIDNIGHT - THROW INTO IT AL IVE A BLACK CAT 
AFTER FLESH FALLS FROM BONE S - DROP THEM INTO 
RUNNING WATER - BONE COMING TO TOP IS LUCKY BONE 

an ' j is '  at twelve a ' clock 
throw dat cat , dat black cat , 
in dat boilin ' watah alive . 
Throw ' im in dere ' live an ' 
let ' em boil  t ill all de meat 

care [ carry ] de b ones tuh a runnin ' stream an ' 
comes tuh de top , pick dat up an '  tote on ' em.  
renee , S .  Car . , (1284) , 218 1 : 9 . ] 

come o f f  all de bones . An ' 
put ' em in dere . An '  de b one dat 

Dat b r ing a person luck . [ Flo-

10068 . Yo ' kin go tuh a graveyard . Gi t chew a black cat an ' go tuh a grave-
yard an ' stay out dere t i ll twelve ' clock in de ni ght . An ' b o il dat black cat 

IN GRAVEYARD AT MIDNIGHT BOIL BLACK CAT 
AFTER CAT I S  THOROUGHLY DONE - RUN TO STREAM 

POUR POT INTO WATER - BONE GOING UP STREAM IS  LUCKY 

in de graveyard . An '  a ftah 
yo ' b o il ' im good an ' hot , 
why run tuh a li ' l  stream 
an ' po ' ' im in de stream ; 
an ' de b one dat comes up de 

stream ,  git dat an ' dat ' s  good luck . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (994) , 1606 : 9 . ] 
10069 . Kill a black cat an ' take him away out in de graveyard , build a fire 

an ' stew him down an ' git ' is bones - out de lef '  hind laig . An ' wrap dat up an ' 

KILL BLACK CAT - STEW HIM DOWN IN THE GRAVEYARD 
TAKE LEFT HIND LEG - WRAP UP - HOLDS WOMAN ' S  MAN 

dat ' s  what de ' call de black 
cat b one . An '  dat makes yuh 
husb an ' or yuh b oy friend -
j is ' , he ' s  right wit chah . 

Nobody kin git ' im.  [Evidently a woman mus t  manage this rite , though I never 
heard o f  a woman attemp ting the or deal .  In theor y  the pers on who wants a black 
cat b one mus t ob tain it hims elf , but I am certain a hoodoo pers on or shop could 
arrange the bus iness . ]  [ Jacks onville , Fla . , (550) , 689 : 11 . ] 

1007 0 .  You take a black cat and you kill it and pass wi th it through the 
graveyard . 

(You pass it through the graveyard? ) 
Through the graveyard . 
(How do you do that? ) 
Jus t like you go by a graveyard , when you ' d have it ; see , you is pas s ing 
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through the graveyard when you i s  go ing t o  a p lace f o r  a j ob ,  and you p a s s  i t  
[ cat ] through there [ graveyard ] when y o u  g o  there [ for j ob ] . And j ust  like you 

KILL BLACK CAT - CARRY HI S BODY THROUGH GRAVEYARD 
ON WAY TO SEEK JOB - LEAVE DEAD CAT OUTSIDE ON 
REACHING OFFICE OF BO S S  - INSIDE ON FLOOR LET 
FALL A FEW DROPS OF CAT BLOOD SAVED - BURY CAT AT 
MIDNIGHT UNDER STEPS OF HOUSE WHERE BOSS LIVES 

got  to go up to the off ice , 
right at  his o f f ice , and 
you ' d  have some o f  that blood 
in a p iece of p ap e r , wh ich 
you may call a l ittle  can . 
[ The dead cat is  not carried 
into o f f ice . ] Well , you drop 

that b lood on the [ o ffice ] floor and you bury that cat right at his steps [ s teps 
of his hous e ] overnight , what you may call " overnight" [ is ]  at midnight . He ' d  b e  
looking for you to give you a j ob .  

(Just through that cat . )  
[ Informant having t old s t ory before 

check veracity . He is marked "ng" but 
(Now , what do you do? You take and 

ands ] a b lack cat , don ' t you? ) 

recording b egan , I now star t  quest ions to 
here his tale held t ogether . ]  
catch [ I  am unknowingly us ing informant ' s  

Yes , you ain ' t  got to have no white one or b rown one .  
(Then you kill it . Then you carry him to the graveyard? )  
Yes . 
(Then you go and bury this cat under the b os s ' s  steps ? )  
Under his s t ep s . 
(That ' s  all you have t o  do? ) 
That ' s  all you have to do t o  him.  
(To get a j ob ? ) 
Yes , you get a j ob .  
( I  thought you s a id s omething about cutt ing the hair o f f  the eat ' s  tail for 

something? ) 
You cut the end , the end o f  his t a i l  o f f  - j ust l ike you see , the little t ip 

end o f  his tail? 
(Yes . )  
Well , you would cut that o f f , and you would keep that with you . 
(Oh ! You keep that part . )  
Keep that part with you . And the other , you bury it like that . 
(I see , at the bottom of the s t ep . )  

At his step , and nobody can knoak you from get t ing a j ob .  [New Orleans , La . , 
(833) , 1253 : 4 . ] 

10071 . Yo ' [ some enemy ] kin take yore track an ' a black eat ' s  bone an ' pury 
it in de cemetery ,  an ' in about nine or ten days - about a week latah - yo ' ll 

suffer . Yo ' will have dis 
lOOT TRACK AND BLACK CAT BONE BURIED IN GRAVEYARD same cat , o f  yore own , in

s ide of yo ' , if  yo ' don ' t 
try to git shet of ' em. [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1402) , 2524 : 4 . ] 

1BE USUAL SUCKING-BONES RITE - EXCEPT RIGHT BONE 
BUlBS MOUTH - KEEP IT IN MINK-SKIN BAG WITH GARLIC 
SALT - SUGAR - RED DIRT - AND BEFORE SHOOTING DICE 
SAY : IF AH COULD WIN AH 'M GOIN ' WIN AN ' IF AH 
EL':.� TUH WIN AH 'M TRUSTIN ' YO ' [ 7  BOOK OF MOSES ] 

1 007 2 .  (After you have boil
ed this b lack cat , you take 
these b ones and limbs . Then 
what do you do with those 
b ones ? )  [I am summariz ing 
what informant had said be
f o r e  I �urned on machine . ] 
Yo ' has tub suck evah one 
o f  ' em , evah one tub git tub 

4e rigbt one . When yo ' git tub de right one , it ' s  a short j ' int bone , somep in 
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lak dat [demonstrates ] .  When yo ' gi t tuh dat , i t  ga in ' b urn yore mouth . When 
yo ' burn yore mouth , yo ' take it an ' yo ' force it roun '  - put it in a sack an ' 
reseal [ seal ] i t  up wit s ome garlic an ' sal t an ' some sugah an ' some red dirt 
[ reddish clay unless one buys a special red dirt somewhere ; in any case it is a 
sub s titute for blood ] . An ' i f  yo ' gain ' play dice wit dat or any kinda game , 
dere ' s two wo rds yo ' say out de Seven Book of Moses : If ah couZd win3 ah 'm gain ' 
win; an '  if ah happen tuh win3 ah 'm trus tin ' yo ' .  [Whether this is  from Seventh 
Book of Moses , I do not know . ] 

(What kind o f  a sack do you put that in did you say? ) 
In a mink skin ! 
[Af ter informant leaves room , I say to machine : End of 1 604 . I think this 

fe Z Zow was a Ziar . Liar is a little s trong , but I did concentrate upon every 
word said . That I did not b elieve everything is shown by the sec tion on made
up material in this present volume . ] [Algiers , La . • ( 1604) , 303 0 : 7 . ] 

BLACK CAT BONE IN GAMBLING - PAS S THROUGH MOUTH 
100 7 3 . Ah heard dey take a 
black cat bone , aftah dey done 
kill de black cat , an ' take it 

an ' put it in dere mouth . Pas s it 
in dere pocket an ' go in tuh win . 

(That is for luck in gambling? ) 

dere a couple o f  times , an ' den set [ i t ]  back 

Yeah . [New Orleans , La . • ( 1 5 58 ) , 2 8 38 : 6 . ] 
10074 . They says yo ' kin go to a four-fork road - you ' ve seen them - for nine 

mornings after you suck this black eat ' s bone . Suck the morrow [marrow]  o f  i t , 

SUCK MARROW FROM BLACK CAT BONE 
THEN VISIT FOUR-FORKED ROAD 9 MORNINGS 

then you be lucky and do whatever you 
want to do . [The marrow is  swallowed . 
You evidently visit the crossroad to 
receive the devil ' s  left-handed bless-

ing . ] [Deal I sland , Md .  • (109) , 2 5 : 1 .  This cylinder reference was also given 
fo r margin title POWER FROM BROTHER' S  SKULL , v . l ,  p . 283 , in formant ' s  numb er here , 
a day later , being 1 2 5 .  Numb ers o f  cylinders and info rmants were for collector ' s  
conveience only . ] 

100 7 5 .  I heard yeh had to kill a black cat . A certain bone yeh had to gi t .  
I think the s tory went yeh had t o  suck that bone . And then you had t o  go t o  a 

SUCK MARROW FROM YOUR BLACK CAT BONE 
THEN VI SIT THREE-PRONG ROAD OR CROSSROAD 

7 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY TO MEET DEVIL 
YOU COULD DO ANYTHING YOU WANTED 7 YEARS 

three-prong road , a cro s s road - [ dem
ons trates ] a prong this way , and a 
prong that way , and a prong this way 
s even mo rnings before day , and yeh 
supposed tuh meet the devil there . 
That ' s people that is  trying to git 

over for to do anything they want to do . And he [ devil ] was suppo sed to meet 
yeh at a certain time . And yeh meet s ompin o ther dere dat was supposed tuh be  
the devil himsel f . And he  was to set j eh free [ to do  anything ] .  And then you 
could do anything , have any kind of luck you wanted for seven years . [Deal 
I sland , Md . ,  (110) , 2 5 : 2 . ] 

100 7 6 . Yo ' put chew a p o t  o f  watah on 
a all-black cat , an '  put ' im in de pot o f  

an ' boil i t . An ' ketch a black cat , 
boilin ' watah an ' put ' im in dere 

CATCH BLACK CAT - BOIL ALIVE AND TO PIECES 
LUCKY BONE WILL RI SE TO TOP - ALL OTHERS 
SINK TO BOTTOM - SUCK BONE - LET IT DRY 
CARRY - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING - EVEN DI SAPPEAR 

' live . Boil ' im until - boil 
' im tuh pieces , An ' de  lucky 
b one will come on top . An ' dis 
b one dat come on top , yo ' take 
dis bone out an ' suck de bone 
[ suck out marrow? ] an ' den lay 

it up an ' let i t  dry .  An ' carry i t  i n  yore pocket an ' yo ' ll b e  lucky enough 
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tub gi t any thin' yo' want or do any thin' yo' wanta do . Yo' kin even disapp eah . 
(Why did you suck i t ? ) 
Jis' suck de bone aftah it  comes tub de top . 

bone , yo' see , aftah de cat boils , de meat boils 
come to de top , an' al l de res t a  de cat'll go tub 

(You don't suck it at any particular place? ) 

De only way yuh'll know dat 
off de cat an' dis bone will 

de bot tom. 

No , yo' j is' put it  in yuh mouth an' suck it . An' aftah yo' suck it , den yo' 
lay it out on any thin' an' let it dry out . [Fayetteville , N. Car . , ( 1390) , 
2 4 91 : 11 . ] 

10077 . Yo' gi t a b lack cat without any whi t e  spo ts an' t ake dat cat an' a 
pot - ke tches dat cat an' puts 'im in a pot of ho t boilin' watah an' boils dat 

SUCK EACH CAT BONE AS YOU TAKE IT FROM THE POT 
BLACK CAT BONE WILL BE ONE GOING UPSTREAM 

cat . An '  yo' boils him until  
all  de meat comes o f fa his  
bones . Den yo' takes dat  cat 
out of de pot an' yo' goes tub 

a runnin' s t ream o f  watah - j i s' let it be a li'le smal l st ream - an' yo' suck 
each one o f  de bones [on b ank of s t ream ]  unt il yo' come tub de bone . An' throws 
' em all [ into s tream ]  unt il yo' come tub ae one dat go es up de str eam. An' de 
one dat goes up de str eam dat's de lucky one i f  yo' kin git i t . An '  yo' takes 
dat an' keep s dat one . [Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 20) , 256 0 : 7 . ] 

10078 . Well , yo' ke tch a cat - a b l ack cat - an' yo' take 'im tub a runnin' 
stream somewhere o f f  in some desolated place , an' yo' build yuh a fiah an' yo' 

CATCH A BLACK CAT - TAKE IT TO RUNNING WATER IN 
D�SOLATED PLACE - BUILD FIRE - HEAT WATER - BOIL 
CAT ALIVE - AFTER FLESH FALLS OFF - BAG BONE S 
EMPTY INTO RUNNING WATER - SIT THERE - ALL BONES 
�LL FLOAT DOWNSTREAM - SOON ONE BONE WILL STOP 
TURN ROUND - COME BACK AGAINST CURRENT TO YOU 
THIS I S  THE LUCKY BONE - BY SUCKING IT - WI SHING 
HOLDING IT IN YOUR POCKET - YOU CAN DO OR HAVE 
ANYTHING YOU WANT - EVEN MAKE YOURSELF INVI SIBLE 

heat watah an' yo' boil  dis 
cat . Yo' boil all de bones 
o f f  dis cat . An '  aftah dis 
cat bo iled an' all de meat 
fall off 'is bones , den yo' 
take dese b ones an' yo' put 
dese bones in a b ag ,  an' po' 
dese bones in dis s t ream o f  
runnin' watah . An '  den yo' 
sit dere . Dey say dat sev'r al 
things supposed tub happ en 

while yo' doin' dis . [Var ious horrib le apparit ions will appear trying to fright
en you . ] An ' all dese bones will go downs tream in swi ft watah , an' dis  one bone 
come back up against  de s t ream ,  dat's de b one yo' gi t .  Den yo' gi t dat bone an' 
yo ' carry dat bone . Yo' carry dat b one diff'ren' places . Yo' suck it in yuh 
.outh when yo' wanta do things , an' car ry it in yore pocke t in yuh han' . Dat 
bone supposed tub do sev'ral things ; sech make a man invi sib le or any o thah 
things dat yo' wanta do . [Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1393) , 2504 : 4 . ] 

1007 9 .  Yo' kin gi t a black cat an' boil it  an' s t an' b efo' a mirror in a 
dark room an' run dem bones across de mouth an' de one dat ' s  de natur al bone , 

IDH BONES THROUGH MOUTH BEFORE MI RROR IN DARK ROOM 
why i t  will be a whole lat
ta dif frent sigh t s  dat will 
appeah b e fo' yo' . [Here is 

a tricky one : if you can see into mirror in a dark room , you do no t ne ed a black 
cat bone ! Prob ab ly my informant means you will see all the horrors including the 
devil . you mi ssed , had you gone to a cro ssroads . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 13 29a) . 
2734 : 12 . ] 

10080 . Boil black cat , when cool suck bones . On reaching lucky bone you ' ll 
so b l ind [ t emporarily ] .  [The word mi�ror ,may have dropp ed out of this rite . ] 
[Kevpor t News , Va . , info rmant from ; resume , b y  Ediphone at Old Po int eo.fort . Va .] 

10081 .  Boi l  black cat , horse wi thout a head , etc . , appear s ; bold booes in 
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front o f  new mirror , at  right bone you go bl ind - see no thing in the mirror . 

NEW MIRROR 
[ This i s  a rare r i t e  becaus e a new mirror i s  required . At the 
moment I can think of only one other rite , the remarkable new magia 
mirror in No . 7 211 , p . 3206 , v . 4 . ] [Petersburg , Va . ,  second trip , 

r�sum� , 4 21 : 4 . ] 
10082 . [ I  heard o f ] people us ing a cat . 
(All right , how do they us e tha t ? ) 
Well , yo ' git a real black cat . Oat ' s  now in regard i f  yo ' want s  tuh hurt 

s omeone , yo ' undahs tan ' . Ah ' ve heard yuh git  a real black cat , an ' yo ' heat 

IF YOU DI SAPP EAR WHILE SUCKING BLACK CAT BONES 
BEFORE MIRROR - YOU HAVE FOUND THE LUCKY BONE 

yuh some watah . Yo ' git de 
watah real ho t an ' yo ' put de 
cat in dere alive . Yo ' put a 
lid on t apa de pot  an ' j is '  drop 

de cat in dere alive . An ' aftah he ' s  in dere alive , let ' im  b o il ' t il evah b one 
in ' im - ' t il it come all o f f  de meat , therly [ thoroughly ] done . An ' aftah yo ' 
boil ' im therly done , den yo ' take ' im out an ' yo ' suck evah bone in de cat ' t il 
yo ' git tuh de right bone . Whenevah yo ' git tuh de right bone , i t ' ll cuz yuh [ t o 
disappear ] by yo ' canno t see yuhs elf - yo ' can ' t see yuhs elf in a mirrah . Yo ' 
kin look in a mirrah an ' yo ' fail tuh see yuhs elf . 

(Then wha t do you do? ) 
Well , yo ' ve got de right bone , an ' yo ' kin do mas ' anything den yo ' want s  tuh .  

Yo ' ll accomplish mas ' anything yo ' want tuh accomplish . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 3 ) ,  
1061 : 2 . ] 

10083 . [ Oat ' s ]  fa ' gamblin ' ,  fa ' luck . 
(I  never heard o f  that . ) 
Yo ' are supposed tuh take a cat - which de mans ovah de rivah [ IN ALGIERS ] -

through dem people , yo ' know . Go t s ome smar t people ovah dere , t o o . Dey take 
a cat  an ' dey go ahaid an ' boil dat cat . But i t  cos t plenty money . Ah wasn ' t  
nevah able tuh pay da t money . Dey charge me $ 400 but ah d idn ' t have dat much 
money tuh s tar t wi t .  An ' yo ' supposed tuh do anything af tah yo ' do dat . But 
yo ' s ell yuhs elf tuh de devil . 

(I  see . ) 
Ah know one fellah - one or two fellahs - ah know puson ' ly ,  he don ' have a 

dime now , an ' in de nigh t [ overnight ] he ga in ' tuh have fa ' or f ive hunderd dol
lahs . An ' how he gi t s  it , ah don ' know . But it  mus t be  nat chly true , ah think . 
Oat ' s  far [ a s  I know] but ah bel ieve i t . Ah bel ieve it ' s  true but ah nevah had 
it done tuh me . 

But wha t he said he did . He goe s in all gamblin '  rooms an ' win money all de 
t ime . 

(I  see . ) 
Well , yo ' ket ch dese big games lak de lumbah [ ? ] camp s an ' all dat . Yo ' in 

gang . Oat ' s  how he go t t o  de road [ go t  in bus ines s ] . 
So , he is supposed tuh take a cat an ' put ' im in a ho t ke t t le a watah . Sup

posed tuh covah ' im up so he said . An ' aftah de cat come in de boilin ' -ho t wa tah 
an ' he dies - yo ' know , in dat ho t watah he is s t ill alive . Yo ' take dat black 
cat an ' den aftah he be ' s  in dere , de man takes evah bone an ' s tand in front o f  
a mirah , lak yuhs elf s tand ovah here . [Was there a mirror i n  the int erviewing 
room? ] He pas ses evah bone through ' is mouth-lak . Not j is '  op en ' is mouth -
pas s i t  through , see . An ' den when he gits  de right bone , which is supposed 
tuh be lak da t bone , he di sappear in front o f  de glas s .  Well i t ' s  da t bone he 
has . Oa t ' s  wha t he is s upp o s ed tuh do [ t o disapp ear . ]  

( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 82 ) ,  1084 : 4 . ] 
10084 . Oat black cat bone - well , yo ' ke t ch a real black cat , see . All right . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3 9 3 3  

Aftah yo ' ketch d a t  cat - h e  have tuh b e  alive , yo ' see , an ' yo ' take ' im an ' put 
' im  in boilin ' watah .  Put ' im in a  b i g  ole pot , chew know , an ' boil ' im .  An '  
when yo ' done boil ' im  down , well den yo ' pick de bones , an ' den yo ' have tuh 
have a lookin ' -glas s an ' fin ' de right bone . Den , when yo ' hit de right b one an ' 
yo ' git de right b one , dat glass gits smokey an ' yo ' cain ' t see yo ' self in dat 
glass . Well , den dat ' ll be de b one dat yo ' mus t git . 

(When you p i ck these b ones - do you do anything to them when you p ick these  
bones?  What do you do with the  bones when you pick them? ) 

Well , when yo ' b e  pickin ' ' em ,  yo ' j es '  continue pickin ' de b ones an ' lookin ' 
in d e  glas s , don ' t chew undahs tan ' . 

(You are j us t  picking up the b ones ? ) 
Yes , lookin ' tuh see whut kind a b one yo ' mus t git , an ' den when yo ' git de 

right b one , well , den de glas s - yo ' cain ' t see yo ' self in de glas s any mo ' .  
[Algiers , La . , (1575) , 2898 : 3 . ] 

1008 5 .  Dat black c a t  - takin ' de b lack cat , pure b lack , n o  whit e  spot , no 
nuthin , an ' puttin ' ' im in a pot  of watah alive an ' boilin ' ' im .  Aftah he is 
boiled , tuh find d e  right b one , yo ' mus t take a lookin ' -gla s s  an ' passin '  each 
bone through de mouth . When yuh git tuh d e  right bone , yuh don ' see yuhs elf in 
de glass at all . Well , dat ' s de b one dat chew use in yuh pocke t . An '  whensom
evah yo ' us e dat b one in yore pocke t , yuh walks intuh any place - yo ' may b e  
comin ' up along d e  street an ' ah see yo ' comin ' , an ' befo ' yo ' g i t  tuh me yuh ' ll 
disappeah an ' ah don ' see yuh . See . Yo ' done git invisible wit de b l ack cat 
bone . But it ' s  only one certain b one dat it  kin b e  done wit . [New Or leans , 
L a . , (1560) , 2853 : 10 . ] 

10086 . Yo ' go tuh work an ' take a b lack cat 
yo ' takes ' im an ' yo ' puts ' im in a washpot an ' 

wit no spots  on ' im atall . An ' 
fill it  up [wi th wat er ] . Yo ' 

don ' fill it clean up , j is '  
let  it  [ f ill ] so ' s  [ so his ] 
haid kin b e  stickin ' up 

CAT MUST BE BOILED TO DEATH - NOT ALLOWED TO DROWN 
WITH LUCKY BONE IN MOUTH YOU DI SAPPEAR FROM MIRROR 

[ out of water ] so he won ' t 
drown befo ' he git chance tuh burn or anythin ' .  An '  yo ' j is '  make a fiah an ' put 
de lid on it [ pot ] so he can ' t git out . Make a fiah an ' boil ' im  right dere 
until all de meat come off ' i s bones . Den yo ' take dem b ones den an ' put ' em 
in a sack . An '  carry ' em an ' go tuh where de watah is runnin ' ,  an ' j is '  po ' 
evah one dem b ones in dere . An '  dere ' ll b e  one bone out dere dat ' ll float up 
de stream .  All de r e s t  of  ' em goin ' down de stream ,  de way d e  watah runnin ' .  
An '  de one dat come up de s tream ,  yo ' gits dat one . Take dat one an ' yo ' kin 
dry it out fo ' yo ' ownself . Yo ' walk up b efo ' de glass dere an ' yo ' put it in 
yuh mouth an ' yo ' cain ' t see yo ' ownself . An ' yo ' kin go anywhere dat yo ' wanta 
go an ' put dat b one in yore mouth , why dey cain ' t see yuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (14 50) , 2 6 31 : 6 . ] 

10087 . (You get the black cat and you b oil him , you say? ) 
Yes , boil ' im  alive . An '  den yo ' have a glas s [ a  mirror ] .  Dey tell me dey 

eave it in front-a yuh hand [ holding mirror ] dat way an ' evah bone dat is put 

AFTER YOU BOIL A BLACK CAT - HOLD EACH BONE 
D FRONT OF A MIRROR - WHEN THE BONE D ISAPPEARS 

OR SHADE S THE MIRROR YOU HAVE THE LUCKY BONE 

in yuh mouth , if it wasn ' t de 
right b one , why yo ' would see 
yuh face [ thi s is putting 
things backwards ! ]  an ' den 
when yo ' git tuh de right bone , 

� bone ' ll b e  so s trong i t  would shade [ p ull a shade down over ] de glas s . Yo ' 
c:adn' t even see . 
(990) , 159 7 : 2 . ]  

An ' dey say dat would b e  de right b one . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , 

10088 . You get a real b lack cat , j e t b lack , and throw him in a pot of hot 
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water and let him s tay there until  the b ones all come to pieces . You take all 

BOIL A LIVE BLACK CAT - AFTER BONES DRY 
DRAG EACH ONE ACRO S S  YOUR OPEN MOUTH 
UNTIL YOU BECOME BLIND - THE LUCKY BONE 

the b ones out then and put them in 
your mouth , one at a t ime , and when 
you s trike that b one , the lucky b one , 
you ' ll b ecome b lind . Then you have 
s truck the right b one . You carry that 

for luck . [ This is a tr i cky rite ! After I draw each b one through my lips and 
s t ill see , what happens then? Are s ome b lack cats wi thout lucky b ones ? Am I 
sup posed to cont inue in rotat ion or haphazardly redrawing the b ones through my 
lips  ad infini tum? I s  this  merely a folk trick? A prac t i cal j oke? ] [Hamp ton , 
Va . , Old Point Comfort ,  Ediphone cyl . 30 . ] 

1008 9 .  De b lack cat b one , ah ' ve always heard dat wus good . Ketch a b lack 
cat about midnight in de night an ' throw ' im in a hot pot o f  boilin '  watah . An '  

BLACK CAT BONES YOU TEST IN MOUTH AT MIRROR 
MUST COME FROM CAT YOU CAUGHT AT MIDNIGHT 

yo ' g i t  b e fo ' a mirrah an ' yo ' b e
g in f i t t in '  de b ones ' cro s s  yore 
mouth whi l s t  lookin ' in de mirrah ; 
an '  when yo ' g i t  tuh de right b one , 

den yo ' vanish - yo ' cain ' t see yo ' self  in de mirrah . Dat ' s  de way ah ' ve heard 

STAND BEFORE MIRROR RUBBING BONE ON FACE 
IF  IT I S  THE LUCKY BONE - YOU DI SAPPEAR 

i t .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1553) , 2 8 2 6 : 3 . ] 
1009 0 .  See , j i s '  lak dis b lack cat 
b one - yo ' kin disappeah . 
(How do you do that ? )  

Well , dey tell me yo ' kin take dat 
b lack cat b one an ' yo ' keep again ' 

t ill yo ' git de right b one ; an ' when yo ' git de right b one , yo ' rub yore face on 
it  an ' look in de glas s [mirror ] an ' can ' t s ee yuhsel f , yo ' disappear . Can ' t  no  
one else s ee yo ' . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044 ) , 1 6 94 : 9 . ] 

1009 1 .  That fer s t ealin ' als o . Yo ' take a b lack cat with no t ta white spot 
on i t . Yo ' unders tand what I mean . Yo ' take this b lack cat an ' yo ' have a hot 

BOIL A BLACK CAT TO PIECES - POUR OFF WATER 
DASH BONES INTO COLD WATER - BEFORE A MIRROR 
RUN EACH BONE BETWEEN YOUR TEETH UNTIL YOU 

b o i l in '  pot of water . Yo ' put 
this b lack cat in there . Cover 
h im up , and let him cook all to 
p ieces . After he cooks all to 

DI SAPPEAR - THI S  IS LUCKY BONE - ALL IS YOURS p ieces , then you take him out 
and pour that water o f f  of it . 

Dash them b ones in some cold water and take a looking glas s , and put that stuff 
b e fore this looking glas s . And take ev ' y  b one and pass i t  b etween yore teeth 
and look in this glas s .  An ' the b one that yo ' pass b e tween your teeth and yo ' 
can ' t s ee yourself in this glas s , that ' s  the right b one . Yo ' can tote that b one 
and do anything you wan ta .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 50) , 1317 : 2 . ] 

1009 2 . Dey ketch a b lack cat wi th not a spot on ' im  an ' put it in a p o t , put 
' im in a pot ' live an ' b o il ' im till all de meat , yo ' know , drop o f f  de b ones . 

An '  den dey go to a runnin ' 
BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT - BONES INTO RUNNING WATER s tream , a swi ft runnin ' s tream 
BONE UPSTREAM AND BACK - IN MOUTH TO DI SAPPEAR o f  water , an ' dey say dey chunk 
YOU CAN WALK UNSEEN INTO ANY BANK AND ROB IT  dem - p i t ch do se b ones [ into the 

water ] . An '  dey say de one , yo ' 
know , dat comes back down de s tream - not go up i t  - de one dat come b ack down de 
s tream ,  turns an ' .  comes back down de s tream or runs b ack agains t de water , say 
dat ' s  de one . Yo ' kin put it in yuh mouth an ' yo ' disappears . Say yo ' kin go 
[ uns een ] into banks [ and rob them ] . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 114 1) , 1 8 56 : 13 . ] 

1009 3 .  Put a b lack cat in b o i l ing water whil e he is alive and keep him there , 
and when the meat comes o f f , you take the b ones and s tand before a mirror . And 
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put them b ones through your lip s , yes , one at a time , and when you can ' t see your-

BO IL LIVE BLACK CAT - BEFORE MIRROR RUN BONES 
THROUGH YOUR LIP S UNTIL YOU DI SAPPEAR - IF WHILE 
GAMBLING YOU ARE LOSING AND WANT TO LEAVE - PASS 
BONE THROUGH LIP S - YOU DI SAPPEAR AND GO UNSEEN 

b one through your lips , suck it , out you go and 

self in the mirror ,  that is the 
right one , the black cat lucky 
b one . All b lack cats have it . 
I f  you are gamb ling or anything 
and l o s ing and want to leave , 
if you run a b lack cat lucky 

they can ' t see you . [New Yo rk 
City , ( 5 ) , by E diphone . ]  

10094 . Cats?  Dey took one 
ho t b o ilin ' watah , an ' af tah -

o f  ' em an ' throwed ' em on de inside o f  a pot  o f  
a h  mean , aftah d i s  c a t  done boiled tuh pieces , 

2 BONES WILL SWIM TO TOP OF BLACK CAT POT 
RI GHT BONE MAKES YOU VANI SH FROM A MIRROR 

yo ' undahs tan ' , dere ' ll b e  two b ones 
whut swims upon de top of de watah . 
Yo ' see , in de po t .  Well , now yo ' 
take dose two b ones an ' yo ' carries 

d em  befo ' de mirrah , an ' yo ' looks intuh de mirrah . An ' de one derein dat chew 
could see yuhs elf in de glas s , well dat , it no t de b one . But de one where yo ' 
canno t see yuhself intuh de glas s , dat will b e  de one yuh want . Yo ' cannot see 
yuhsel f .  Well , all right , [ that is ] s ellin ' yuhself [ to the devil ] .  [ C ould 
there b e  concealed here a fo rgo t ten eateh or trap ? Originally did you have the 
cho ice of either b one ? I f  you failed with the first one , you had to s tart all 
over again , p o s s ib ly meaning ad infinitum. ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 9 ) , 543 : 4 . ] 

AFTER YOU HAVE FOUND LUCKY BONE BY DI SAPPEARING 
FROM MIRROR - PUT CROSS MARK ON IT - WRAP IN RED 
FLANNEL - SELLING BONE NOT PART OF ORIGINAL RITES 

10095 . Dey take d e  cat an ' 
boil i t  till all de b ones 
come apart , an ' yo ' take an ' 
git  dat lil ' b one . An '  yo ' 
take an ' cro s s  it an ' wrap 

it up in flannel .  An ' dey take 
evah dey got intuh • • •  

dat b one an ' s ell it tuh someb o dy , an ' whatsom-

[Here I turn o f f  mach ine not expecting much , then s tart it  again . ] 
(You say the person who buys this bone puts it in a red flannel b ag .  Then 

vbat do they do? ) 
He takes it an ' - lak if d e  law gits aftah dem or sompin lak dat , he takes dat 

bone an ' gits befo ' a mirror ; an ' rub s  it cro s s  his teeth an ' goes on o f f  ' bout 
his business . An '  walk all roun ' de law an ' dey don ' seem tuh know ' im or don ' 
bothah ' em [ him ] . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1414 ) , 2 545 : 1 2 . ] 

1009 6 .  I heard one fellow tell that too . As near as I can re call what he 
said . You take a b lack cat at twelve o ' clo ck at night , boil the cat in ho t water 

�GBT - BOIL BLACK CAT - FIRST BONE TO FLOAT 
SA! INCANTATION - KEEP BONE IN MOUTH CERTAIN 
LE8GTB OF TIME - TIE STRING ABOUT BONE - TIE 
ABOUT HECK - KEEP HIDDEN - HAVE SOLD SELF TO 
DEVIL - WORK MI RACLES - WI SHE S - GAMBLING LUCK 

until the flesh is bo iled away 
from the b ones . The firs t b one 
that floats up to the top of 
the water , you say certain 
wo rds - I don ' t remember the 
word s . You tie  a s tring t o  the 
b one and keep the bone in your 

�h a certain length o f  time . Then tie that s tring around your neck with the 
� banging to i t .  That puts the pe rson in the power o f  what they ca11 • • •  in 
�r wo rds he sells himsel f to the devil . He can wo rk wonderful miracles . Be 
caa do anything he wishe s . I t  gives luck in gambling , too . [ Fredericksbura. 
Ya. . by Ediphone , 6 2 . ] 

10097 . Now , ef ah wanted tuh s ell mahs elf tuh de devil , so  ah kin be a hoodoo 
.a• do all kinds o f  trieks , ah would go tuh de fo ' ks of de road at twelve 1 cloek 
� night - on a S at ' day night . An ' dere [ at forks ] ah ' d  stay an ' learn dese 
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TO SELL SELF TO DEVIL - BE A HOODOO - DO • • •  TRICKS 
GET BLACK CAT BONE - GO TO FORKS O F  ROAD MIDNIGHT 
SATURDAY NIGHT - BO IL CAT - TAKE BONES - PAS S THEM 
THROUGH MOUTH BE FORE MIRROR UNTIL GLAS S TURNS DARK 
AH ' D DO WHUT DAT BONE TELL ME. , , AH KIN DO ANYTHIN ' 

An ' ah ' d  do whut dat bone tell me to . An ' ah kin do 
go anywhere ah wanta go . 

triaks an ' git a b Zaak aat 
bone . Boil de black cat 
chew undahstan ' ,  an ' g it 
' i s bone . An ' when ah s ee 
dat bone through a looking 
gla s s  until ah turns dark , 
ah git dat bone in dere . 
anythin ' ah wanta do , an ' 

(What do you mean about turning dark in the glas s ? ) 
When yo ' see yuh got a certain bone an ' yo ' pull i t  thr ough yore mouth , dat 

glass turn dahk , yo ' undahstan ' .  Make s ' im know dat he ' s  got de ri ght bone . 
(Makes what turn dark , the man? ) 
De glass will turn dahk ( everything di sappears ! ] .  ( MObile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 

8 7 8 : 6 . ] 
10098 . All ri ght , yo ' ketch a black cat an ' yo ' 

watah , an ' yo ' - till dat flesh cook o f f  ' im.  Cook 
put ' im in a boi lin ' pot a 
' im while he alive . Git 
chew a lookin ' glass  an ' 

AFTER BO ILING LIVE BLACK CAT TAKE BONES AND MIRROR 
TO RUNNING WATER - PAS S BONES THROUGH LIPS - YOU 
WILL D I SAPPEAR FROM GLASS ON REACHING RIGHT BONE 

all dem bones , an ' go tuh a 
runnin ' s tream a watah . An '  
put all dem bones cross  yuh 
mouth , an ' de bone yo ' fail 

tuh see in dat glass - lak yo ' lookin ' at me - dat ' s  de bone yo ' keep . Well , yo ' 
take dat bone an ' yo ' suppo sed tuh go - ah supposed tuh take dat bone an ' come 
in here , an ' do anything ah wanta an ' yo ' couldn ' t  see me . Yo ' see , yo ' can ' t 
see me . I t  a spirit , spirituali st , yo ' see . Yo ' can ' t see me long as  ah got 
dat bone in mah mouth. 

(But you have to go down to running water? )  
Runnin ' watah . 
(And hold that glass in front o f  you? ) 

Yes , sir . An ' yo ' see , an ' throw dem bones - float all dem bones in dat run
nin ' watah . An '  yo ' throw dem bones in dere an ' de one dat float back tuh yuh , 
yo ' git dat . An ' den yo ' take it an ' put it in yore mouth , an ' look in de glas s ; 
an ' i f  yo ' can ' t s ee yuhself ,  dat ' s de b one . 

( I  see . That ' s  checking up , in the lo oking glass . )  ( Vi cksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 25) , 
99 4 : 2 . ] 

10099 . Dat black cat by de watah ' s  got tuh b e  at twelve ' clock at night . An ' 
if dey ain ' t good , dey can ' t stay dere . C ain ' t stay dere . Ain ' t no way fer yuh 

INFORMANT SAYS THROWING BLACK CAT BONES INTO 
RUNN ING WATER I S  A MI STAKE - LIFT BONES FROM 
POT AND WASH THEM OFF IN CLEAR WATER - LAY 
EACH BONE IN MOUTH - ONE BY ONE - ON REACHING 
RIGHT BONE • • •  GOIN ' TUH TURN YUH BLIND AS A BAT 

tuh stay dere . Yuh take dat 
black cat bone . Yuh take dat 
black cat an ' yuh boil all de 
meat o f f  ' i s bone . Dey says 
yuh goes tuh a runnin ' st ream 
o f  watah an ' put dat cat bones 
in dat place an ' do dat bus ines s.  

Well , ah believe dat ' s  a mi s take . Dat ' s mah belief . But chew take dat black cat 
bone an ' yo ' boil  dat black cat down , an ' when all de meat fall o f f  de bone , yo ' 
take dat black cat up ( from the pot ] an ' yo ' wash dem b ones o f f  wi t cleah watah . 
Aftah yuh wash dem bones o f f  in cleah watah , yuh take evah bone , evah bone dat 
was in de cat , an ' put ' em in yore mouth . An ' de right bone is gain ' tuh turn 
yuh blind as a b at ,  Dat ' s  de bone , 

(That ' s  the bone you us e , ) ( Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 2) , 7 63 : 7 . ] 
10100 . Now , dis  i s  not mah personal experience , Dey take a black cat down by 
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a s tream of  runnin ' watah an ' a pot , piece 
in dis pot full of watah . Aftah yo ' build 

of  glass  an ' so forth . An '  put de cat 
a fire an ' de watah b egin gittin ' warm, 

TAKE A BLACK CAT - POT - PIECE OF GLASS TO RUNNING 
WATER - BOIL THE CAT - LOOKING THROUGH THE GLAS S  
BITE MEAT OFF EACH BONE - WHEN YOU REACH RIGHT 
BONE GLASS WILL DISAP PEAR BEFORE YOUR EYES - THEN 
YOU DO SOMETHING ELSE UNKNOWN TO INFORMANT - WHICH 
PERMITS YOU TO SLIP OUT OF YOUR HIDE - THIS IS  
WHAT A WITCH DOES TO SLIP OUT OF HER SKIN - SUCH 
INVISIBILITY MEANS WHUT CHEW CALL • • •  WITCHCRAPT 

put dis cat in dere an ' have 
a top on i t .  Now , yo ' mus t 
ho l '  dis cat in a certain 
way an ' slip ' im  in dis pot , 
an ' g i t  dat lid  down b e fo ' 
he hollahs as yo ' do dat . 
An ' den l e t  ' im b o il den 
unt il he ' s  thoroughly [ done ] 
an ' de meat ab s olutely 
floatin ' aroun ' in de pot . 

Den yo ' take dat glas s an ' look through it 
mirror ] an ' j is '  take up each bone in dere 
until yo ' come tuh de right bone . An ' yo ' 
appeah from b e fo '  yuh . Then yo ' take • • • 

[ i t is a piece of  glass  and no t a 
an ' b i te it . Bite de meat o f fa it  
git dat  b one an ' d e  glass  will dis-

(Then you ge t the right bone . How do you know i t ' s  the right b one ? )  
Well , a t  d e  dis appearance o f  d e  glass . 
Den yo ' take dat b one an ' do certain articles wi t it . Ah don ' know j is '  

zac ' ly what dat is . An ' it will enab le yo ' tuh become in de knowledge of  how 
tub slip out of dere hide . [ I  turn off machine too s oon . ] 

(Whom do you s ay does thi s ?  Do the wi t che s do thi s ? ) 
Yes , den dey become de wi tch when dey b e come so dat dey kin slip outa dere 

hide . An '  yo ' can ' t ke tch ' em. Yo ' know what ah mean . 
(You can catch them? ) 
Yo ' know what ah mean . Lak i f  he ' d  kill somebody out dere . He come in de 

store an ' steal somep in o r  othah lak dat . Yo ' can ' t run ' im down an ' ke tch ' im.  
So law kin ke t ch ' im .  If dey ketch ' im an ' put ' im in j ail - dey locks ' im up 
in dere - an ' den walk down de s treet  an ' he ' s  standin ' as i de o f  ' im pattin ' ' im 
an de shouldah . Walk along an ' s ay "Hello" all dos e kinda things . Now dat ' s 
vhat chew call tuh mah knowledge wi tchcraft . [Washington , D . C . , ( 62la) , 7 9 4 : 3 . ] 

10101 . But you have tuh git a b one from a b lack cat . Well , yo ' take a black 
cat an ' yo ' have a pot wit a lid on i t . Air- tight [ i t ]  so dey can ' t kno ck it  

IF YOU ARE BOILING BLACK CAT IN POT WITH LID 
m KEEP ANIMAL IN - ALL SORTS OF WILD CREATURES 
.APPEAR - EVEN SNAKES - TRYING TO HARM YOU - BY 
EIDURING TEST - BONES WILL SEPARATE IN PILE 
DIAIN THEM - HOLD BONES LOOSELY IN HAND IN 
IDIBING WATER - ONE THAT TRIES TO GET AWAY AND 
BOPS AND FLOATS UP STREAM - THIS  IS LUCKY BONE 
KEEP JI)IST [PEED IT ] WITH HEARTS PERFUME - PUT 
� MOUTH TO BECOME INVISIBLE - THOUGH UNSEEN 
ftiJPLE CAN HEAR YOUR VOICE - KEEP MOUTH SHUT 

o f f .  But d e  proces s  dat chew 
go through in dat i s  tuh - all 
kinda evi l things come s tuh 
yuh . Yo ' takes dat cat an ' 
yo ' put ' im in dere alive an ' 
den yo ' shut dat lid back . I f  
yo ' kin stand i t , s tand all 
dos e diff ' ren ' things - snakes 
all kinda wild things comes up 
in fronta yo ' an ' tries tuh 
hahm yuh ; i f  yo ' kin stan '  dat 
an ' go through wi t it . An '  

� dat , aftah i t  boils out all de b one s an ' evahthing is sep ' rate dere , yo ' 
tate dat s tuff an ' yo ' drain i t  o f f . An ' yo ' take dos e b ones in s ome watah an '  
t.le dem in yuh han ' lak dat . G i t  tuh a s tream o f  watah wheah de watah is run
�· all de time an ' hole dos e b ones in it . An' de b one dat try tuh git away 
� yuh de mo s t , de one dat goes up de s tream, yo ' b e s t  go an ' gi t dat . 

(You j us t  hold these b ones in your open hand and it ' s  the one that tries to 
� a&ay from you . )  

Den yo ' take dat one dat is try in ' tuh gi t away f rom yuh . An ' take de sblple 
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bone , j is '  take i t  somewheah an ' dry i t  o f f , an ' j is '  keep i t  moisted with Hearts 
Perfume . An ' if  yo ' wan ' tuh keep dat b one - an ' if  yo ' wanta go any p lace an ' 
don ' wan ' anybody tuh see yuh , as invisible , yo ' put dat in yuh mouth . Y o ' gotta  
keep yuh mouth shut . An '  yo ' go in  dere an ' nob ody kin see  yuh , but dey kin heah 
yuh talk . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1025) , 1659 : 5 . ] 

1010 2 .  Yo ' take a live b lack cat an ' tie ' im ,  an ' put ' im intuh a large pot  
what have a covah - live . An '  yo ' boils  ' im alive . Yo ' kill ' em (by  boiling ] . 

Co ' se dat ' s  j is '  de same as goin ' tuh 
HOLD TESTING MIRROR BETWE EN YOUR LEGS de crossroads . When yo ' boil ' em ,  yo ' 

b o i l  ' im so ' s  [ so he ' s ] right o f f  de 
b ones - mea t  comes right o f f  de b one . Yo ' git a mirrah , yo ' know a small mirrah 
an ' yo ' put it right b etween yuh two laigs . An '  yo ' takes evah one of dem b ones , 
one by one , an ' pass it  through yuh teeth . An '  de one dat yo ' passes thr ough yuh 
teeth lak dat an ' yo ' cain ' t see yuhself , dat ' s  de one dat yo ' want . Dat de 
bone dat yo ' keep , see . Dat ' s fo ' yuh app earance an ' disapp earance . [ Charles ton, 
S .  Car . , (514 , Doator Glover) , 59 9 : 3 . ] 

10103 . Yo ' git chew a b lack cat an ' takes ' im - ah done done dat . Y o ' t akes 
yo ' a b l ack cat at twelve a ' clock in de night . Don ' chew kill ' im .  Let someone 
else do dat . [ This is rare . ] Let someone else kill ' im.  Don ' chew kill ' im,  
undahs tan ' , but dat chew g it ' im . An' take ' im twelve a ' clock in de night an ' 
put ' im on in some kinda ole p o t  or somep in an ' b oil ' im.  Aftah yo ' git ' im 
b oiled , den yo ' take ' im up . Dere ' s  5 2  b ones in ' im [ one b one for each card in 
a deck of playing cards ] .  An '  outa dem 52 dere ain ' t b ut three yo ' takes out . 

YOU GET BLACK CAT BUT LET SOMEONE ELSE KILL HIM 
AT MIDNI GHT - THEN YOU TAKE HIM OUT OF THE POT 
HE HAS 52 BONES - ONE FOR EACH CARD IN THE DECK 
BUT YOU SELECT ONLY 3 BONES - AN UNHOLY TRINI TY !  
BEGIN WITH ELBOW TO SHOULDER OF FRONT LEFT LEG 
SECOND BONE IS BACK LEFT LEG FROM KNEE TO ANKLE 
CHOOSE A LEFT RIB FOR THIRD BONE - FIRST BONE 
WRAP TWICE WI TH NEW BLACK THREAD - T I E  - SAY ING 
NO TRAMP ! NO TRAMP ! NO TRAMP! YOU ARE READY TO 
PROCEED AGAINST A TRESSPASSER IF YOU ARE A FARMER 
HOLD CAT BONE ON GROUND IN LE FT HAND - WI TH RI GHT 
HAND OVER HEART SAY : LORD, DE MOB ' HEA VENLY FATHAH 
DIS IS MAH UNDAHTAKIN ' , WHUT COME BEFO ' DE DEVIL 
DAT CHEW KIN TAKE IT OFF - TURN BONE ON GROUND 
AWAY FROM YOU - THE OTHER TWO BONES CAN BE USED 
THI S ELBOW BONE DAT '  S DE HIGHEST "JOMOO" DERE IS 

Yo ' take dis b one chere . 
[This man mus t have brought 
a aat wi th him! A b laak 
one? ] 
(You take the lef t . Front 
paw or the b ack one? ) 
De left front . 
[Demons tration continues . ]  
(From the elb ow up t o  the 
shoulder . )  
Yo ' takes dat now . An '  yo ' 
takes from ' is knee on de 
b ack - down . 
(From the knee down to the 
ankle . )  
Dat ' s  right . An '  takes 
out one o f  de rib s  - take 
out de lef t rib . Take hit 

out . An ' anybody troub lin ' yo ' lak yo ' a farmah , b othah yo ' wit chure s tuf f , 
well yo ' take dat an ' take dat lef ' rib an ' git chew a b lack spool o f  thread an ' 
tie  it . J is '  go roun ' dit twice an ' say lak dis : "No tramp ! No tramp ! No tramp . "  
An '  tie it . Yo ' done say whilst yuh turnin ' it yo ' undahs tan ' , turnin ' it  ' way 
from yuh . I t  don ' come tuh yuh no time , no sir . "No tramp ! No tramp ! No tramp ! "  
Now , ah ' m  f ixed [ ready to proceed ] . Put chure han ' down j is '  anywhere yo ' wanta 
lay it down , an ' put chure han ' up der e ,  say , "Lord , de mos t  Heavenly Father , dis 
is mah undahtakin ' .  Whut come b efo ' de devil , dat chew kin take it o f f . " Take 
dat same thing an ' turn it . Yo ' won ' have no mo ' troub le ,  no t a b i t . Git ' long 
j is '  fine . [ I  now explain informant ' s  demons tration : ]  

(You hold that cat b one down on the ground and your right hand over your hear t 
and you say that prayer . )  
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Yes sir . 
(Who did you say did that , a farmer? )  
Any farmer , or in yore place . J i s ' lak mah place , j i s '  lak anybody intah

ferin ' wit chew . 
(What would you do wi th the rest o f  the [ three ] cat bones? ) 
Take eithah one of dose an ' use ' em fo ' de same thing . Dis elbow j oint , yo ' 

git s  dat all out dere . Dat ' s  de high [highest ] Jomoo dere is in existenc e .  
Dat ' s  bad . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 334 ) , 2300 : 3 . ] 

10104 . (When you boil this black cat , these bones fall apart? ) 
All a ' em fall o f f  [ the flesh ] . 
(Which bone do you take? ) 
Take • • •  izza [ i t ' s  a ]  bone shape lak de wi shbone in de chicken . Yo ' call it 

de night bone.  
[As I have explained elsewhere , there is no black cat bone the shape of a 

chicken wi shbone : "One informant said the black cat bone was ' made 1ak. de brea s t  
of  a chicken ' (No . 316 , p . 94) , .eaning 

BLACK CAT BONE CALLED THE "NI GHT BONE" 
SHAPE LAK DE WISHBONE IN DE CHICKEN 

the furaulum or wishbone in front of 
but not a part of  the chicken breast
bone . Similarly , another informant de

scribed black cat bone as ' gon ' a  have three forks [prongs or t ines ] • • •  tvo long 
forks an ' a little small fork ' (No . 29 9 , p . 88) . I suggested this three-pronged 
fork could have b een a ' devil ' s trident . '  Actually the ' li ttle small fork '  could 
have been the hypoaleidium - the end adhering to the winning half of the broken 
wishbone . Despite informants , wi shbone appears only in most birds ; it appears 
in black cats only by the grace of hoodoo merchant s  (Vol . l ,  No . l732,  p. 527 , lines 
15-23) . ]  

[We now return to the preceding night-bone . ] 
(The ninth bone or the night ? )  
De night , n-i-g-h-t . 
(The night bone ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
[ I t  i s  called night bone b ecause it makes you invi sible . ]  
An '  yo ' keep dat in yuh pocket , an ' wherevah yo ' go de people don ' t [ see you ] . 

Yo ' kin do anything dey want lak a maj j int [magic ian ] .  
(They can ' t see you? ) 
Dey can ' t see yuh . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 90) , 1102 : 5 . ] 
10105 . Well , you could take a cat - some people say a black cat , but it don ' t 

have to be a black cat . Take any kinda cat . Understand? Take this cat. You 

TO BECOME INVI SIBLE - USE ANY CAT - BLACK CAT 
USRECESSARY - WHEN WATER BEGINS TO BOI L  - EMPTY 
ISTO IT HALF CAN OF LYE - TIE 4 FEET OF CAT 
DROP HIM INTO POT ALIVE - SEE THAT LID I S  TIGHT 
BOHE YOU WANT COMES FROM THROAT - LOOKS LIKE 
CHICKEN WI SHBONE [ IMPOSSI BLE ! ]  - SOAK IN SALT 
VATER ONE HOUR EACH MORNING 9 DAYS TO PETRIFY 
LlY IN SUN 3 MORNINGS TO DRY - SEW UP IN WHI TE 
SILK OR LINEN - [YOU HAVE USABLE? HAND OR JOMOH 
C&DTION ! YOU DI SAPPEAR AS SOON AS YOU TOUCH BONE 
CAIEFUL ABOUT AUTOMOBILES ! DRIVER CANNOT SEE YOU ! ] 

put you on � vater - a 
big pot of vater - boils it 
up good . 'When that wat er 
get s  to boiling good , get 
you a can of lye . You emp ty 
about hal f of it  in that 
water ,  as it  boils , you see . 
You takes this cat and t i e  
a l l  four of his feet t o ge th
er like that , see [ demon
strates ] . Tie all four o f  
his feet together , but don ' t 
kill him - let him b e  al ive . 

You takes him - but you ' ll have to have a top over him, you understand . You 
takes him and you slams him down in that wat er whi l e  it ' s  boilin ' , see . S e t  
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your top down good so he can ' t get out . You let him boil in there awhile . Well , 
it ' s  natchal that lye is going t o  cut all the meat o f f  the b ones , you see . As 
soon as you ' ve b o iled all them b ones clean and everything , it ' s  a certain bone 
that you get . It comes from right under here [demonstrates ] . 

(Right from the throat? ) 
Right under the throat chere . 
(Right under the throa t . )  
I t ' s  a fo rked b one and it ' s  got a p iece c r o s s  it like that [ d emonstrates ] . 

Lays j est  like that right under his thr oat chere . You gits that b one out . 
(Like the yoke o f  an ox , like a wishb one? ) 
Yes , sir . Yes , sir , it i s . [A  chicken-wishb one shap e in a cat is  impossi

b l e . ] You get s  that b one out . After you take that b one out , you get  you some 
salt . Put it in some water . You s oak that b one in there for nine mornings -
ab out an hour every morning .  That salt water will harden it . See . Then i t  will 
petrify , so it won ' t s poil . [This is  curing the b one as you would a ham . ] After 
you soaks it in that , then you take it  and you lay it in the rays of the sun , for 
three mornings . Let the sun dry it , petrify it . After then , take you a piece of  
white  s ilk linen [ silk o r  linen? ] and you sew it up in that , and wear that bone 
on you . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , you ' ll b e  invisible then - can ' t see you . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 3 ) , 

1 4 2 2 : 4 . ] 
10106 . Take de b lack cat an ' git one o f  

an ' b o il i t  an ' yo ' git dat b ead . Yo ' know 
' is eyes , his lef ' eye , an ' take it  
it ' s  a l i ' le  whit e  hard b ead in  it , 

dat ' s whut dey s i ght is . Yo ' take 
dat an ' mix it up wit - put some 
lodes tone in it an ' put some luaky 
oil , an ' take dat an ' weah it . 
(What do you wear that for? ) 

BOIL LEFT EYE OF A BLACK CAT AND TAKE THAT 
HARD WHITE B EAD - THI S I S  WHAT HE SEES WITH 
PUT SOME LOD ESTONE AND LUCKY OIL WITH IT AND 
WEAR TO KEEP LUCK - OBTAIN ANYTHING WANTED 

Dat ' s  fa ' tuh keep any luck , a j ob 
or anythin ' yuh wanta keep . Da t ' s fa ' tuh b e  success ful in ma s '  anythin ' yo ' 
want . [ For eye o f  b lack cat and its  hardness , see No . l0046 . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , 

(1524) , 2 7 18 : 1 . ] 
COLLAR BONE 1010 7 . Kill black cat , remove collar b one , b o il this unt il mid

night , " i f they kin s tand to see all the im� s and s tuff that ap-
pear , "  kin wear it , do  anythin g .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , resum� , 91 : 1 2 . ] 

10108 . Heard dat yo ' kin git a b one from a b lack eat ' s foot an ' wear in yore 
s ew it up in some o f  yore wearin 's  yo ' un ' erstan ' , dat chew kin mo s tly be able  

FOOT BONE 

tuh carry it ovah • • •  
[ I  turned o f f machine too  qui�kly and had to add : ] 
(You win in gambling . )  
The b one from any fo o t . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (13 7 4 ) , 2436 : 6 . ] 
10109 . Boil black cat , take out front right foot , put in red flannel , , bag and wear in right s ide . [ Richmond , Va . , resume , 3 31 : 5 . ] 

10110 . Boil black cat , b one from right paw [ foo t ] , a crooked bone , suck , , until you b ecome bl ind . [ El i zab eth City , N .  Car . , re sume , 39 5 : 1 . ] 
10111 . J i s ' lak if yuh wan ' a git a b one from a black cat . J i s ' lak if yuh 

got a b lack cat shut up tuh yuh home heah . Yuh cud take dat black cat  an ' kill 
' im . An '  j is '  lak if yuh go t a li ' l  as safitadee [ a safetida ] . Yuh ought tuh shet 
' im up an ' let ' im  s tay dere nine days [with asafet ida - a bad or good smell for 
the devil ] ! An ' dey say in de nine days ven [when ] yuh take dat cat an ' yuh ' ll 
kill dat cat , an ' yuh git dat bone from right out ' is hip , right heah [demon
strates ] .  Yuh kin git two o f  ' em out one cat , outa each hip . An ' yuh take dat 
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AMONG BO ILED BLACK CAT BONE S FIND AN OBLONG ONE 
LEG BONE? AT EACH OF 2 ENDS FILE AN X OR CROS S 
THI S BONE WILL BE USED LIKE A WINDING-STICK FOR 
FISHING TACKLE - US ING BLUE OR PINK S ILK THREAD 
WIND IT 9 TIMES OVER 4 NOTCHES  OF  2 X ' s - TURN 
OPPOS ITE DIRECTION AND WIND 9 TIMES AGAIN - S CRAPE 
BONE = BLACK CAT BONE POWDER - MIX WITH WAR POWDER 
LAY IN SILK PAPER [ VERY THIN TIS SUE PAPER] - WITH 
3 SMALL CANDLE S - S IZE OF MATCHSTICKS - MAKE A 
TRIANGLE BY STANDING CANDLES UPRIGHT - 2 MIXED 
POWDERS IN CENTER - LIGHT CANDLES  AT 12 NOON 
BURN UNTIL 1 2 : 30 - IF WORK BEING DONE IS NOT 
COMPLETED - EXTINGUISH CANDLE S - LIGHT NEXT DAY 
AT 1 2 : 30 - BURN - IF NOTHING OCCURS - BLOW OUT 
DIFFI CULTY = TIME - ALL HAPPENS WITHIN 6 DAYS 

(Oh , I s ee , you round each 
end of that round b one? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
( I  s ee . )  
Then I . • •  [pauses ] .  
(Then what do you do? ) 
Then I ' m going to cut it . 
You see , I c ut it  [ d emon
s trates ] thisaway ; cut it 
like that , and then disaway . 
(Make four notches in it? ) 
Four not ches on each end . 
Now , when I get them four 
notches in this b one , I 
take - well , I get me a 
piece o f  s ilk thread . S ee ,  
I get s ilk thread and I ' m 

going to wrap that bone thisaway nine times into 
(Now , this bone is like the little s t ick that 

around? ) 

them notche s . 
you wrap your fishing cord 

Yes , s ir .  
(You have the notches - the notches don ' t run round the [ thickness o f  the ] 

bone , b ut it [ the notch ] goes out to the end [ the length ] o f  the b one . ) 
My notches come on the end , you s ee , and my notches s et like this [ d emon

s trates ] .  S ee ,  I got four notches on each end . 
( I  s ee ,  go ahead . )  
S ee ,  the notches cut in the bone cro s s  the two end s this away , see [demon

s trates ] .  Well , I ' m us ing this bone dif ferent . I ' m going to wrap this bone 
this away [ demons trates ] .  

(You only have two notches in that b one , in the end o f  that round - i t ' s like 
a cro s s  [+ ] on each end o f  the b one? ) 

Yes , s ir .  
(Or like grooves , one groove acro s s  the other one . ) 
Yes , s ir .  They cros s .  
(That makes four grooves ? )  

Yeah , four groove s . 
(All right . )  
Well , I ' ll take and us e s ilk thread ; s ee , b lue or pink . I take and I cro s s  

i t  this way for nine times . I wrap it for nine times thataway and then I come 
back nine times thisaway . I get s me [ I  interrup t to annot e ] . 

(You wrap the thread nine times around one of  tho s e  notches at each end and 
you turn around like that and wrap it nine times through the other notches in 
the oppo s ite  end ? ) 

You s ee , I ' m wr apping it b y  the s t raight • . •  
( I  understand that . )  
Jest come down s traight this away , not thisaway . 
(I  under stand . )  
Thisaway . And I get me - af ter I wrap it around that bone , I get the thread 

around the b one thataway , I go and I get me some of this war powder . I ' ll get 
me war powder and with this powder that I ' ll s crape o f f  of thi s b one , I ' m going 
to mix that together , s ee .  I lay this b one into a p iece of s ilk paper . 

(What kind o f  paper? ) 
S ilk .  
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(Silk paper . )  
Silk paper , see . And I lay that b one in there and I get s  me one o f  the s e  

small candles . Small candles . You know them little b i t  o f  yellow candles . They 
are ab out thr ee for a nickel . 

(How high are they? ) 
They l i t tle b i t  o f  candles about thi s [high ] . 
(Oh , j us t  small candles . All right . )  
Little small candles , ab out l i t tle b i t  b i gger than a match s tick .  They about 

that long . Get you one of those - three , I mean . And I ' m  go ing to lay two - one 
on each s ide of thi s thing - this b one , you see . But I ' m go ing t o  lay it in a 
way , I ' m  go ing to put it in a frame-like , b ut i t  ain ' t go in g t o  burn , and I ' m  
go ing to light them candles . Light all three of them ,  but I ' m  go ing t o  light 
two here and I ' m  going t o  light one on the top . 

(You have these candles in a triangular form ,  and the b one ' s ins ide the form? ) 
In the center . 
I lights those and now when I light s thes e ,  I let ' em b urn . I light ' em at 

twelve o ' clock in the day . Every day for twelve o ' clock - no more , no less . I 
light ' em a t  twelve an ' let ' em burn ' t ill ab out twelve-thirty , see . Twelve
thirty , if the work ain ' t done , I put ' em out , an ' the next day I light ' em at 
twelve- thirty . And then for ab out three or s ix days , what s omever I ' m  after , 
it ' s  go t to come in the s ix days . In the s ixth day I get what s omever I ' m af ter . 

(Here ' s  your - now , let me talk . Here ' s  your cat b one - i t ' s  round like that . 
[I  should have given descript ion ! ]  You file o f f  b o th ends and you make the b o th 
ends round . Then you make a groove , you put a cross on top o f  the groove . At 
each end make a groove . Then you wrap the thread nine t imes around this way and 
nine t imes around that way - j us t  like you wrap fishing tackle . )  

That ' s  right . 
(All right . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 125 0 : 1 . ] 
10114 . Ah have heard dat yo ' kin take - ah had a 

goin ' do it , b ut ah have known fellahs dat have done 

BLACK CAT SCREAMS ONCE BEFORE DYING - RELEASE LID 
BODY RI SES IN POT AND BOBS - SPIRITS ALSO APPEAR 
tHBDW ONLY LEG BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - ALL 
00 DOWNSTREAM EXCEPT ON E TURNING ROUND AND ROUND 
THE LUCKY BONE - TIE UP IN BLACK CLOTH THEN IN RED 

fellah tell me , he wuzn ' t 
it . Yo ' undahs tan ' . If 
yo ' wants tuh be lucky in 
yuh life , j i s '  take yuh a 
b lack cat an ' take ' im ,  
carry ' im down t o  a rivah 
or any runnin ' watah , yo ' 
undahs tan ' , an ' take ' im 
an ' hold ' im down in de 

pot . Hold ' im down in de pot unt il he die . An ' t ake him an ' hold ' im down tuh 
de bottom o f  de p o t  unt i l  he hallah ' fore he die . Turn ' im  loo s e  den - turn de 
pot loo s e , de lid on de pot loose . An ' ' i s b o dy den will rise up , his b o dy will 
be bobb in ' . ' Cos  [ o f  cour s e ]  though , by an ' by de things will b e  comin ' . All 
kinds o f  things b e  comin ' up dere ; de devils an ' cows an ' ho gs an ' all kinda 
things lak dat will come up , see . But yo ' j is '  don ' t b o thah . Let ' em go right 
oa unt il yo ' b ile [boil ] dis b lack cat up , yo ' undahs tand . An ' when yo ' bile 
' ia  good , yo ' take den de b ones outa dere - de laig b ones . An ' take ' em  tub 
raonin' watah an ' any b one dat go down s tream, don ' chew b o thah wit i t ;  but de 
baDe whut (you ] take , turn roun ' an ' roun ' . All de rest of ' em no good da� so 
aa down , but de b one whut chew want will turn roun '  an ' roun ' . Well . yo '  take 
� bone , dat black cat bone . An ' take i t  den an ' tie it up in a piece of -
�lack piece of cloth . When yo ' gi ts de b one , tie it [ in ]  black , den yo' �ie 
� red . Git dat an ' tote i t  in yuh pocket . An ' dey tell me yo ' ll oevah have 
tab worry any mo ' ab out livin ' . Dat ' s whut ah know ' b out dat . [Floreace. S .  
ear • • ( 1 311) , 2 2 2 : 1 . ] 
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CATCH BLACK CAT - KILL - TAKE FRONT RI GHT LEG 
TIE STRING ABOUT - WEAR ON EI THER LEG - LUCK 

10115 .  First you catch the cat , 
kill it , then you take the bone 
out of the front right leg . Take 
this bone and let  it dry and tie 
the t ime . That ' ll bring you luck . it around your leg , e i ther leg , and wear i t  all 

[ Freder i cksb urg , Va . , Ediphone 5 0 . ] 
10116 . There was a fellow who used to  say - a long t ime ago a fellow was no t 

so  very lucky , and ano ther man told him to go and git  hisself a black cat bone . 

HUMAN BONE FROM GRAVEYARD 
RI GHT FORELEG OF  BLACK CAT 
WORN IN POCKET CHANGES LUCK 

He told him to go over into the graveyard and find 
whatsoever he could of a bone from a person , and 
then come back and git a black cat  bone , and keep 
them in his pocke t . He told him to git the fore 
right-hand arm of the black cat and keep it  and the 

other bone in his pocket 
by Ediphone . ] 

and his luck would change . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 3 8 ) , 

10117 . Af ter a black cat gets killed anywhere , you pick the cat up and cut 
the right hind leg. The ' re [ there are ] three bones in there like a rabb it  [ l ike 

BLACK CAT ACC IDENTALLY KILLED ANYWHERE 
CUT OFF RI GHT HIND LEG - HAS 3 BONES 
DRY MI DDLE ONE - POLI SH - KEEP IN PURSE 
WEAR IN HIP POCKET - EXPOSE AT GAME 

leg o f  rabb i t ] . Then you get the mid
dle bone out o f  that , then dry it , 
polish that , and put it  in his purs e 
and put it  in his hip pocke t . He don ' t 
think anyb ody can bo ther him then at 
all . He will go into a dice game and 

put this po cketb ook down , there ' s no thing in i t  at all , no money , j us t  this bone , 
and he will keep his hand on it , and he will win all the money in the game . 
[Old Po int Comfort ,  Va . , (Hampton , Va . ) ,  Ediphone 2 3 . ] 

RI GHT HIND LEG OF BLACK CAT ABOUT NECK 
KEEP S AWAY EVIL SPIRI TS AND CUNJURES 

10118 . Get a black cat , cut the right 
hind leg and ge t a bone out • • •  and carry 
that aro und your neck , and there won ' t 
b e  any evil sp irit harm you , and i t  will 

keep cunj ures away . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  
10119 . Ah ' ve had a fren ' o f  mine - ah ' ve seen dat . Ah ' ve had a fr ien ' o f  

mine kill a cat , black cat . Jis ' taken an ' put ' im in de watah live - j is ' put 

BOIL BLACK CAT AL I VE IN CAN OF WATER WI TH LID 
DAT 'S DE DEVIL - COOK HIM ALL TO P I ECES - TAKE 
BONE FROM RI GHT HIND LEG - THROW INTO RUNNING 
WATER - I T  WILL RUN UPS TREAM - COME BACK - S TOP 
TURN AROUND - DON ' FIN ' DAT DONE EVAH DAY 

in de wat ah live an ' let ' im 
cook all tuh p ieces . But dat ' s 
de  devil [ devil ' s wo rk ] . Let 
' im  cook all tuh p ieces an ' 
put a lid  ovah ' im , [ keep ] dat 
down . Let ' im cook all tuh 
p ieces when he ' s live . He 

took dat cat , when he cook all tuh p ieces , he took de right hin ' laig of ' is 
bone den an ' throw it  in de watah . Hit ' ll run up [ s tream] . I t  shore do . Hit ' ll 
run up an ' den come back , an ' stop an ' turn aroun ' [ and surely bows to you ! ] .  
Dat ' s de  lucky bone . But chew don ' fin ' [ find ] dat done evah day . 

(The right hind leg. ) 
Dat bone by de j ' int [ j o int ] . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 5 ) , 15 92 : 7 . ] 
1012 0 .  Ah heard dat yo ' kin kill a black cat an ' git  de right han ' back lai g ,  

an ' suck d e  marrah out ' is  back laig , an ' go tuh five fo ' k of  d e  road nine mawn
in ' s ,  an ' yo ' kin do anything yo ' wanta do wit anybody . Yo ' kin turn any kinda 
nachure [nature ] yo ' kin turn tri aks , yo ' kin do things . 

(You go to  f ive what ? )  
Five fo ' k o f  a road - j is ' a road runnin ' dis way an ' a road dat way , j is ' 

five fo ' k .  
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KILL BLACK CAT - DO NOT BOIL HIM ALIVE 
TAKE RI GHT-HAND BACK LEG - SUCK OUT MARROW 
GO TO FIVE FORKS OF ROAD - DE TIMBLEVILLE HIGHWAY 
DAT 'S A FIVE FO 'K ROAD - GO 9 MORNINGS - 9 O ' CLOCK 
THEN WEAR THE BONE - YO ' KIN TURN "TRICKS" 

(Five roads coming toget her ? )  
Yes sir,  j is '  lak five po int s 
out chere ; yo '  knov .  de Timr 
b leville highway . dat ' s  a 
five fo ' k  road, see . Well , 
yo ' go down dere nine .awn
in ' s  at nine a' clock. 
(You can do anything then?) 
Yes s ir . ( F lorence , S .  car • •  
( 1286) , 2185 : 3 . ] 
10121 . Get a black cat . 

cut the right hind leg and get a b one out of  the r i ght hind leg and carry that 
around your neck and there won ' t  b e  any evil 

RIGHT HIND-LEG BONE ABOUT NECK 
AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS AND CUNJURE 

sp irit harm you and i t  will ke ep cunj ure away 
from them. [Fredericksburg , Va . , Ediphone 
48 . ]  
10122 . (After you b o il thi s cat you do what ? )  
Yo ' take d e  cat aftah yo ' b o il ' im - see , yo ' 

boil all de b ones dat comin ' , comin ' , j o inin ' tuhgethah , an ' dere ' s  one paht ic ' 

LEFT HIND LEG I S THE BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE 
lah [p art i cular ] b one in dere yuh 
gits out an ' tote  it in yuh hip pock
et . Oat ' s  de hin ' lef ' la ig o f  de 

[Wils on , N .  Car . , (1472) , 2 6 5 3 : 3 . ] black cat . 
101 2 3 . 

844 : 4 . ] 
B o il black cat at running wat er , take left hind foo t . [Mob ile , Ala . , 

10124 . B o il black cat , take left hind leg b one , put in pocket , can do any
thing - get a j ob .  [Wilmingt on , N .  C ar . , 9 7 : 2 . ] 

10125 . They s ay you catch a black cat and b o il him alive . And you take the 
bone from the left hind leg and wrap it in a piece of rag , and always carry i t  

LEFT HIND LEG O F  BLACK CAT BOILED ALIVE 
WRAP - CARRY - GAMBLING LUCK - SOLD TO DEVIL 

LEFT HIND LEG OF BLACK CAT 
KILL AND SKIN FOR LUCKY BONE 

EIIBER HIND LEG OF BLACK CAT IN BAG FOR LUCK 

wherever you go . That make s  you 
lucky in gambling always . I f  you 
do that you ' ve sold yours elf to  
the  devil . [Pet ersb urg , Va . ,  
f irst collect ing vi s i t  there , 
Ediphone 34 . ] 
10126 . The way I heard o f  that , 
you get the lucky b one of  a black 
cat . You ge t the b one out o f  hi s 
left hind leg . You have to  kill 
him and skin him and get thi s out , 
and you we ar that . [ Frederi cks-
b urg , Va . ,  Ediphone 39 . ] 
1012 7 .  Take a [black ] cat and cut 
o f f  i t s  hind leg , e ither [one] , 

.ad wear it in a bag for luck . [ Fredericksb urg , Va . , Ediphone 60 . ] 

miL LIVE BLACK CAT AT MI DNI GHT - TAKE LITILE 
JOKE FROM EITHER HIND LEG TO SMALL STREAM 
ltOUING WEST - LET BONE FLOAT SHORT DISTANCE 
PI(% IT UP - WEAR IN POCKET AS THE LUCKY BONE 

10128 . Yo ' see , yo ' have tab 
take a black cat an ' boil ' D.  at 
twelve a ' clo ck in de � .  aa' 
take de b one , one li ' 1  � oat 
' is b ack hin ' laig. Undd • sn '  
me . An ' yo ' take aa' cuzy dat 

� a li ' l  stream of watah dat goin ' tuhwards de sundown an ' j is ' � � float 
aa off in dat wat ah a li ' l  piece . Den yo ' ketch dat an '  tote dat Ia ,-. pocket .  
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Dat ' s luck . Dat ' s whut ah heah ' bout it . 
(You get the bone of  either back leg? ) 
Jis ' eithah one d e  back laig , yo ' know , long as yo ' kin git a bone out dem.  

[ Savannah , Ga . , (1259) , 2138 : 8 . ] 
1012 9 . I have heard the old people say you get the two hind bones of a black 

eat ' s leg , both legs , they should b e  dried , and sew up into a woolen rag and they 
should b e  carried all the t ime . And 

HIND BONE FROM EACH BACK LEG OF BLACK CAT 
WEAR AS GUARD AGAINST EVIL SP IRITS 

you use these bones as your guard 
against evil spirit s .  [ Ocean C ity , 
Md . ,  ( informant from Atlanta , Ga . ) ,  
Ediphone 2 0 . ] 
10130 . I f  a per son bury somepin 

roun ' yore house lak dat an ' yo ' wan ' a find where ' s [where there is ] a rivah , an ' 

TO FIND BURIED CUNJURE - BOIL BLACK CAT AT RIVER 
BONE FROM LEFT FRONT LEG WILL LEAD TO CUNJURE 

carry yo ' a pot an ' boil dat 
cat . An ' take yo ' a bone , de 
left bone out his laig .  An ' 
aftah yo ' git it , den tote it , 

an ' dat cat will tell yo ' tuh where go find dat bottle at , or whut it ' t is undah 
yore house , an ' yo ' git tuh f ind an ' it be dere . Yo ' git de left bone , yo ' know , 
out de left laig .  

(The hind leg or  the frong leg? ) 
De  front laig in de front s ide [ ! ] . [Wil s on , N .  Car . , (1504) , 2680 : 9 . ] 
10131 . Ah hear ' d ' em say dat dey take a black ket wit not a white spot ab out 

it anywhere . An ' take it an ' put it in a pot  al ive , an ' b ' Il it t ill de meat 

ROUND BONE IN CAT IS LUCKY BONE 
KEEP WRAPPED UP AWAY FROM DIRT 
DAT NOT THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

fal ls offa de bone s . [ Bone s  not thrown int o 
running water . ] An ' take dose bones an ' dat 
li ' le roun ' aur 'ous bone dat ' s  in de ket , 
take it an ' weah it in yore pocket . Keep it 
in dere wrapped up from all d irt an ' evah

thin ' an ' dat wuz good luck tuh yuh , couldn ' t nobody harm yo ' or do nuthin tuh 
yuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 93 2 ) , 1513 : 9 . ] 

10132 . Get a black eat ' s tail and wear it between your shirt and breas t and 
no one can aross your path [ put a spell on you or make you unlucky ] . [ Fredericks-

burg , Va . , Ediphone 48 . ] 

TAIL OF BLACK CAT WORN AGAINST CUNJURE 
THIRD JOINT OF TAIL ONLY BONE TO FLOAT 

10133 . Boil black cat , third j oint from 
his tail bone will float to top , only 
bone that comes to top . [ Richmond , Va . , 
38 6 : 3 . ] 
10134 . Well , j is ' say fo ' ins tanc e if 

yo ' had done kilt a man or somep in lak dat , well now heah ' s [what you do ] .  If  de 
road gain ' no ' th an ' so ' th - well , prob ' ly if it ' s ga in ' east an ' west . Well , 

IF YOU KILL A MAN - TO ESCAP E THE LAW - 3 INCHE S 
CUT FROM BLACK CAT 1 S TAIL - GO TO "Y" FORKS OF 
ROAD - STEP BACKWARDS OFF ROAD 6 FEET OR STEP S 
DIG HOLE - BURY TAIL P IECE - SAY FATHAH STAN ' BY 
REPEAT THI S RI TE EVERY OTHER DAY - 3 DAYS A WEEK 
3 WEEKS - MAKINT 9 TIMES - LAW WILL NOT BOTHER 

[demons trates ] heah come de 
mainline road comin ' down heah . 
Al l right , heah come two fo ' ks 
comin ' intuh de mainl ine road 
right chere . 
(Making a big "Y" . )  
Yeah . Well , now , dis man -
if yo ' done kilt a man an ' 

don ' want ' em tuh hahm yo ' , yo ' ketch yuh a black ket an ' yo ' cut ' bout , well 
yo ' may say about three inches of his tail off . Well , when yo ' git tuh de fo ' ks 
of dis road - now , mind yo ' now , dis is de mainl ine road comin ' down heah . I f  
dat ' s  a pal e  [ d irt? ] road , i f  it ' s g a in ' e a s t  an ' west , or e ithah no ' th an ' 
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so ' th ; well , now , if  dat ' s a hard road o r  conc rete road , yo ' s tep right b ack tuh 
de right . Now , yo ' git de undahs tandin ' .  Yo ' come when yo ' get tuh de fo ' ks of 
dis road , yo ' go right b ack tuh de right . Back b ack , don ' t go f ahwards .  Yo ' go 
right b ack s ix feet from de hard road , j is '  backwards . Well , right down dere yo ' 
dig j is '  about a hal f a- feet an ' bury dat black ket t ail right dere ,  an ' complete 
de Lord ' s word , say , " Fathah , s t an '  by . "  

All right . Now listen . Now , yo ' do dat an ' - don '  go back dere de nex ' mawn
in ' . Let it b e  roun ' about three or fo ' ' c lock , but don ' go back dere de nex ' 
mawnin ' .  Come b ack de third mawnin ' an ' do dat same thing , j i s '  back back - yo ' 
ain ' t go tta  bothah dat tail - j i s '  back back six feet [ from the road ] an ' say , 
"Fathah , s tan ' by . "  Well , yo ' do dat three days in a week , until nine mawnin ' s .  
Evahthin ' will b e  all right . 

(That is , the law won ' t track you or  won ' t get you . Now , you [ I ]  do that this 
morning , then I wait three mornings b e fore coming b ack , or  I wait only two morn
ing s .  b e fore coming b ack? ) 

Now , de firs ' mawnin ' yo ' go , when yo ' p ut it down dere de fir s ' mawnin ' , don ' 
go b ack de nex ' mawnin ' but go b ack de nex ' mawnin ' [ the morning after the next 
morning]  yo ' undahs tan ' . De firs ' mawnin' yo ' bury it down dere . Well , de nex ' 
mawnin ' , de s econd , don ' go b ack de s econ' mawnin ' ,  but go back de third mawnin ' 
yo ' undahstan ' • 

(Then you don ' t go b ack the four th morning? ) 
De fo ' th mawnin ' an ' den de fit ' mawnin ' an ' - now don ' go back no mo ' dat 

week .  Jis ' go three days in de week . Jis ' go three days in de week unt il nine 
[ days ] .  See , three an ' three is s ix an ' three ' s nine . 

(I t takes you three weeks to do that , then? ) 
J i s ' put it in in three weeks , yessuh .  
(You only go there three t imes in one week and then you have t o  wait unt il 

another week . ) 
Anothah week an ' den de next week . 
(You leave t hat b lack cat tail there? ) 

Yeah , j is '  let it stay right der e .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (951) , 1 5 3 6 : 4 . ] 
10135 . Take a bone , the dead man ' s bone , and take a black cat bone . That ' s  

two bones ; a cer t ain bone in the black cat , a certain bone in the dead man . And 

2 BONES MAKE YOU A MYSTERY �N - BLACK CAT BONE 
�� DEAD MAN '  BONE - HI S INDESTRUCTIBLE BONE 
OSLY HUMAN BONE UNBURNABLE - TIP END OF COCCYX 
LUCKY BONE AND UNBURNABLE COCCYX WELL-MATCHED 
VE&R BOTH CRO S SED IN POCKET - CAT BONE COMES 
FROM LEFT SHOULDER - FOUND IN FRONT OF MIRROR 

you ' ll be • • •  
(You use them together ? )  

Yes , sir . 
(I see . All right . )  
Listen . Take a - cer tain bone 
o f  the dead man and cer tain 
bone of the b lack cat , tying 
them acro s s  [ in the form o f  a 

cross ] , wearing them in your p ocket . After wearing them in your p ocket , you ' ll 
be a mystery man at leas t . You ' ll do things that it look imp o s s ible to do . For 
ins tanc e , I would walk in here - come in and walk on out and I wouldn ' t  s ee  you 
�d you wouldn ' t s ee me . But it ' s  a certain bone . 

CWhat b one is that ? )  
That ' s  a cer tain bone o f  that b lack cat you have t o  take , you see . Tbey got a 

hone in that cat - i t  come from the shoulder , from the left shoulder .  that boDe. 
You take that bone , and after taking that bone , to find out if you have tbe rilbt 
bane , you takes a mirror , s ee , pas s ing tho s e  bones that way [ demoustr.a� passiDs 
thea through mouth] .  And long as you see yourself in the mirror � isD• t the 
rilbt one . The moment you get the right one , you don ' t see yourself .ay �e . 
&ell, that ' s  supposed t o  be that bone that you kin ab solutely disappear. You' ll 
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be  coming in the s treet there and you don ' t disappear , but anyhow the party you 
hope don ' t see you , won ' t see you . When they do see you again , you ' ll be a dis
tance o f f . 

(What bone do they take out o f  the body? Out of that person ' s body? ) 
Out o f  a person b ody? That b one they got right here , it ' s  a small b one near 

to your sp ine . 
(At the end o f  the sp ine ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Where you sit  down on? ) 
Ab solutely ! [ Some place else in HOODOO I have another example of the "inde

s tructible b one , "  but I cannot recall where it i s . ] Take that b one and that 
black cat bone from the left shoulder and tying them acro s s t . But the bone of  
the cat , to be  sure that you have the right one , you have to use a mirror . [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 6 : 9 . ] 

1013 6 .  They say you mus t  shoo t a cat going right , a black cat cro s s ing your 
road going right . Sho o t  him dead and then get that main b one what ' s  called the 

SHOOT A BLACK CAT CROSSING YOUR PATH TO RIGHT 
TAKE 3 BONES : (1)  THIGH BONE OF  FRONT RIGHT LEG 
( 2 )  FROM BACK OF HEAD - ( 3 )  A RIGHT FOOT BONE 
WEAR IN SACK ABOUT WAI ST - CAN DO ALL TRICKS 

thigh b one or femor b one o f  a 
cat , the right leg , front . 
And then get the b one right 
b ack o f  the head , and one o f  
the right- foo t b ones also . 
Three bone s . And put them to

gether and wear them in a s ack around the wai s t , and a person can do anything he 
wants to do that ' s  devilish and tPiaky . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (482) , 

555 : 12 . ] 
KILL BLACK CAT - SWALLOW ITS HEART IMMEDIATELY 1013 7 . You kin s ell yoursel f 

to the devil with the b lack cat 
by  killing a b lack cat and taking the 
[Baltimore , Md . , (132) , 49 : 5+85 . ] 

10138 . They take the heart out o f  
drunkard . Well , they take that heart 

WOMAN FEEDS MAN HEART FROM BLACK CAT 
TO MAKE HIM QUARREL AND GET KILLED 

heart out b e fore she die and swallah it . 

b lack cat , like when her husband i s  a 
out o f  the black cat , which is no t much 

more b i gger than an oyster . Well , they 
will take that and put it in an oyster , 
you see , and - like s ome women they feeds 
their husbands - and the husband likes 

for the woman to feed them. Well , the first thing she will s t ick in his mouth 
is that b lack cat heart , and after he eats that b lack eat ' s heart down , he will 
soon go out s omewhere and s ome man will kill him,  b ecause it makes him very mis
chievious and makes him meddlesome . Perhap s if he is colored , he will go  and 
meddle with s ome white gent leman and the white people will kill him . Well , that 
is what she give him that for , b ecause he lo ses his conscience the minute he 
swallows that and he will go and get rough wi th anybody and meddle wi th anybody 
and that is why he get s ki lled and that is why [what ] she perhap s will want . 
That i s  what she does that for , to bring his death . [ New Orleans , La . , (809) , 

113 9 : 3 . ] 
BLACK CAT SCALP IN BAG FOR LUCK 1013 9 . I have heard of  the s calp of a b lack 

cat b e ing used . They take that and s ew i t  in 
a bag and keep it for luck . [Ocean C i ty , Md . , Ediphone 14 . ] 

10140 . They can get thi s hand 
BOIL BLACK CAT - CRUSH BONES - KEEP DUST IN BAG by killing a black cat and 

boiling him . And after they 
had b o iled the bone s , they crush the bones up into a powder and s ewed up in a 
bag . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (85 , a teacher from near Richmond , Va . ) ,  1 : 8  or 9 . ] 
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10141 . Dey go down an ' take a black cat an ' take an ' boil ' im . Take him down 
side o f  a creek an ' b o i l  ' im . Boil ' im all tuh pie c es an ' take his bones out an ' 

TAKE BLACK CAT TO BANK OF CREEK [ RUNNING WATER] 
BOIL TO PIECES  - DROP SAME BONES INTO 3 STREAMS 
THIRD BONE COMING TO TOP AT THI RD STREAM I S  LUCKY 
BONE - BEAT UP BONE - SPRINKLE SALT AND P EPPER 
OVER THIS POWDER 10 TIMES - PUT IN RED FLANNEL 
WEAR IN WATCH POCKET WITH MONEY - GAMBLING LUCK 

throw ' im.  intuh three streams 
o f  wat ah . 
(You throw these bones into 
three streams of water? ) 
Yessuh , throw ' em.  in intuh 
three st reams o f  watah an '  
de third b one dat come up 
tuh de top , an ' yo ' take dat 

third bone . Yo ' take dat bone an ' carry an ' take it an ' have it b eat up , j es '  
groun ' up lak yo ' would shavin ' somepin o thah . Aftah dat , yo ' take peppah an '  
take salt , an ' yo ' does dat way [ spr inkles ] ovah it fo ' ten time s . Den yo ' take 
dat an ' put it in a red f lannel rag . Aft ah yo ' take dat red flannel rag an ' put 
it [ this mixture ] in dat , den yo ' take it an ' t o t e  it in yore watch pocket all 
de t ime .  If yo ' decide tuh gamble , yo ' take it out chure watch pocket an ' put 
it in de pocket wher e yo ' s money ' s in . Dat ' s lucky . 

(That ' s lucky in gambling ? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 13 ) , 254 0 : 1 . ] 
1014 2 . Git dat s ame o il whut ah wuz speakin ' of  j is ' a minute ago . Ah did 

.ah fathah dat-a-way when he left [ this  part o f  the count ry ] . Ah took dat s ame 

PERSON WANTED BY LAW CAN ES CAP E IF YOU RUB HI S 
BEAD WITH BLACK CAT O IL MADE BY BOILING LIVE CAT 
IF HE STAYS 13 HOURS SOMEWHERE BEFORE LEAVING 

oil an ' rubb ed ' im wit it , an ' 
he spent de night in mah s is
ter ' s home . He walked right 
on out de street , an ' de sher
i f f  wuz lo okin ' fo ' ' im. He 

nevah did come b ack . Went tuh Texas an ' nevah come back . 
[ I  now r epeat what informant had said b efore recording b egan . ] 
(You took some of  this o il that came from the b lack cat when you bo iled it . 

[MOst black- cat o il comes from hoodoo shop ! ] You had to rub some all over him . 
Then he had to stay some night , 1 3  hours in one night , at s ome place b efore he 
went ? )  

Yes s i r .  I t  wuz j is ' rubbed on ' is  fac e . Yo ' can ' t track dat . [ For b lack 
� oil see also No . ll21 , p . 417 , v . l . ] [ Flo renc e , N .  Car . , (1334 ) , 2301 : 7 . ] 

1014 3 . All right , you turn r ight around again , and you buy you - you buy you 
�Lack oat powdeP. And you take that and you put it  in your hat , the band of  your 

BLACK CAT POWDER 
hat . You can walk by the law out there and he turn his b ack 
on you . And he be looking for you and you walk by him and he 
turn his b ack on you . You get out o f  the way . That ' s the 

bZaok cat powdeP. [ For b lack cat powdeP� see also vol . l ,  No . 3 27 , p . 9 6 ;  and No . 
1731 , p . 5 26 . Back in the late 19 30 ' s b lack cat powdeP was usually a brand of  
talcum p owder displaying the pictur e  of  a black cat on the cont aine r . A s imilar 
sales picture will be found in margin t itle LYE :  RED DEVIL AND RED SEAL , No . l377 , 

� CAT ASHES - RABBIT LEFT HIND FOOT AND 9 CLAWS 
9 PIR POINTS - 9 NEEDLE P OINTS - IN RED FLANNEL BAG 

FEED WITH JOCKEY CLUB P ERFUME - GAMBLING L UCK 

p . 4 5 9 . ] [New Orleans , La . , 
(831 ) , 1 2 38 : 5 . ] 
10144 . Black cat asbes 
[ surely a preparatioa sold 
by a hoodoo dealer ! ] ,  left 
hind foot of rabb�. 9 
claws from rabbi.� . 9 -edle 

�ts , 9 pin p oint s , all in red flannel bag , which �s f�d with Jodtey Cl.b per
t..e. Wear when gamb ling . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 68 , resume ) , 1567 : 1 . ] 

1014 5 .  For a lucky hand b o il b lack cat , throw bones in nmn1na ��. -n.e 
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b one that come on top will turn around • • .  an ' sp ins . "  You must have it W.essed 
by someone . [ For example o f  b one 

BLACK CAT BONE DRESSED BY ROOTMAN b e ing dz.essed by profes sional work-
er , see No . 308 , p . 9 2 ,  v . l ;  there 
are other exam�les . ] [Wilmingt on , , , 
N .  Car . , resume , 11 9 : 9 . ] 

ROOT DOCTOR P REPARE S BLACK CAT BONE FOR JOB 1014 6 . A root doctor wrapped up a 
black cat b one in cloth , put in 
sack with salt , put in p o cket on 
right s ide , go to b o s s  � o r  � ob . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , resume , 
109 : 2 . ]  

DEAD CAT BONE UNDER BACK STEP S KILLS CUNJURE 1014 7 . I f  dey f ixin ' to throw 
somp in down fer you to walk on , 

you can git you s ome dead cat b one an ' bury it under your back step . [Wilmington , , , 
N .  Car . , resume , 185 : 5 . ] 

BLACK CAT BONE IN BAG ABOUT NECK FOR LUCK 1014 8 . You kill a b lack cat , b o il it ,  
then dry the b ones . Put  it in  a luck 

bag and carry it around your neck for good luck.  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  Ediphone 
cyl . 45 . ]  

WEAR BLACK CAT BONE TO WARD OFF EVIL AND BAD LUCK 10149 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew 
kin wear a certain charm 

called b lack cat bone dat will ward off all evil an ' bad luck . 
(Where do you get thi s b lack cat b one ? ) 
I t  is possible dat chew kin take a black cat , dey t ell me , an ' cook ' im unt il 

tuh p ieces at leas t . Af tah yo ' cook ' im yo '  take dis b one an ' threw ' em in a 
runnin '  stream, an ' it will come back tuh yo ' at a certain place . Yo ' supposed 
tuh take dis bone an ' wear it on yo ' as a charm.  [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , (100 5 ) , 

TO AVOID BEING SHOT - WEAR BLACK CAT BONE 

1 6 2 1 : 1 . ] 
10150 . Can ' t shoot yo ' if yo ' 
have a black cat lucky b one . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (near 
1 5 9 ) , 7 1 : 2+85 . ]  

CURE A BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE WITH SUGAR AND SALT 
WEAR IN POCKET - BONE WON ' LET NUTHIN HURT CHEW 

1015 1 .  (Thi s black cat lucky 
b one ? ) 
Yes . Yo ' take some sugah an ' 

bone , an ' let dis bone 
dis bone an ' put it in 
anythin ' yo ' wanta wi t 
hurt chew . [ Florence , 

some salt an ' put it on dis  
soak in it fa ' an  hour . An ' den yo ' take it an ' yo ' take 
yore pocket . An '  yo ' kin go anywheah yo ' wanta , an ' do 
dat , tuh anyb ody yo ' wanta , an ' d i s  b one won ' let nuthin 
S . Car . , (1322) , 2 2 67 : 10 . ] 

SQUEEZE BLACK CAT BONE UNTIL HAND SWEAT S 
RUB HAND ON FACE AND DESIRE WILL SUCCEED 

your fac e ;  and anything that you undertake 
[ Vicksburg , Mi s s . , r�sum� , 989 : 8 . ]  

1015 2 .  Hold it [ a  black cat b one ] in 
your hand , in the palm of your hand -
unt il i t  sweat , and j ust  smooth it 
[ b one surely , no t palm of hand ] over 
to do , that you ' d  be succes sful wi th . 

101 5 3 . (T ell me that aga in . Wha t did  you hear ? )  
Ah hear ' d  yuh could take a black cat bone an ' give 
(Give them a stroke? ) 

someone a stroke . 

Yes . 
(Well , how would they do tha t ? ) 
Take de b one an ' it ' s  some kinda ' gredient , turp ent ine , dey mix in wit de 
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bone . Says , if yo ' git a chance tuh rub de person , dat part o f  dere body ' ll 
ache dem. Dere ' s  a lady out in Kings now , she suf fahs from a b lack cat bone . 

( I t  gives them a s troke? ) 

BLACK CAT BONE CAUSES A STROKE 

Uh huh . She has a s troke from ' er body on down . 
(All they do i s  to rub that bone on a person? ) 
Dat bone an ' grease an ' turpent ine , pure lard . 
(Pure lard and turpent ine? ) 
Yes . 
(I  see . How would you get that b lack cat bone? 

Where would you get that ? ) [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 718) , 9 8 8 : 9 . ] 
10154 . Wha ' chao may call witchcraft • • •  take a cat , a b lack cat , and boil him 

down to get a black cat bone . An ' j is '  apply that bone to a certain par t , t o  

WITCHES AND BLACK CAT BONE 
AILMENT - INVISIBILITY 

WHAT BLACK CAT BONE TELLS YOU - KEEP SECRET 

your body or the affected part o f  
your body , why that will cure you . 
That ' ll have the power to drive 
those wi t ches out , to drive that 
condit ions out of your body . That 's 

vhat I was told years ago by some o f  
r�� . 174 : 1 . ] 

the old relatives . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

10155 .  They tell me wi tches have tho s e  bones . An ' yo ' kin go right w ' ere 
[ 

, , you want to an ' not be seen .  Wilmington , N .  Car . , resume , 7 1 : 1 . ] 
10156 . A b lack ket , yo ' take him tuh a place from yuh home at twelve o ' clock 

at night an ' would cook ' im alive . Jis ' put ' im in a po t a  hot wat ah an ' cook 
• ia  al ive . An ' a t  twelve o ' clock de nex ' night , in twenty- fa ' hours t ime , go 
back an ' git ' im an ' b r ing ' im b ack . An ' what he [b lack cat ] b e  t ellin ' yo ' along 
(�he way ] , which ah don ' know , yo ' keep dat tuh yuhself . An ' dey say , yo ' take 
dose bones an ' suck ' em all , each one o f  ' em ,  unt il yo ' git tuh a certain bone . 
AD• when yo ' git tuh dat bone yo ' look in de glas s , an ' when yo ' can ' t see yuh
self , well , which dat is de right bone . 

(Then what do you do with that bone? ) 
Well , yo ' take dat bone an ' tote it aroun ' j is '  lak it ' s  magic - disappeahin ' . 
(You can ' t see him? ) 
Yes . [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 744) , 1014 : 1 . ] 

8 .  MORE CANDLE RITES 

(Previous candle r i t e s  will be found pr inc ipally in vo lume 1 ,  pages 7 44-888 , 
.-.er divis ion called ALTARS - CANDLES - SAINTS .  Similiar mat er ial o ccurs among 
the interviews o f  volume 2 pages 9 3 3-184 3 , and volume 3 pages 1 859- 2 3 39 . The 
IDlloving beliefs have been divided into 5 subsect ions : ]  

(1) . LOVE : BRING BACK OR SEND AWAY 

10157 . You take the photograph and you take a new glass o f  water [new glass 
fl11ed with water ] and a new saucer , white saucer , and you t ake the photograph 
... you turn it ups ide down on top o f  [ agains t ]  the glass o f  water . You take a 
�1 red candle and you light it and write [ on new paper ] his name nine �t.es 

' + neath and write yours nine t imes on top , and you burn that [ candle] �hree 
d:-=s a day. 
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9 TIMES WOMAN WRITES ABSENT MAN ' S NAME ON NEW 
PARCHMENT PAPER - HER NAME OVER HIS 9 TIMES - THI S  
PAPER SHE LAYS UNDER NEW GLASS FILLED WITH WATER 
SHE THEN LEANS HIS PHOTO UPS IDE DOWN AGAINST GLASS 
HEAD DOWN FEET UP - FACING OUTWARD - IN FRONT OF 
GLASS WITH NAMES AND PHOTO - SHE SETS NEW WHITE 
SAUCER - IN WHICH SHE BURNS NEW RED CANDLE DAILY 
3 TIMES : 6 A . M. - 12 NOON - 6 P . M. - HE RETURNS 

(What ' ll that do ? )  
That is to bring him back , 
bring him to you .  
(Now I place the glass o f  
water and this pho tograph 
I turn it up s ide down? ) 
You hand [ l ean ] it up with 
the feet up [head down ] and 
the glass of water in the 
center o f  the pho tograph 

[ pho to centered agains t glas s ] and the name underneath it and the candle right 
in front of i t . The name is under the glass . You wri te the name nine times on 
a p iece o f  parchment paper , and nine times write yours on top . See , you always 
got yours on top and you go t him underneath you .  And put the paper under the 
saucer , and the water in the glas s , and the picture up s ide down . And you burn 
that candle three t imes a day - a red candle .  You burn it at six in the morn
ing , at twelve o ' clo ck [ noon ] , s ix in the evening ; only three t imes a day . [New 
Or i eans , La . , ( 804 ) , 112 9 : 1 . ] 

1015 8 .  (You can wet it either with drink [ al cohol ic ] or with perfume . )  
Per fume . 
( I  s ee , al l right . )  
They have this oil they call gerangement [ geranium ] o il . You use that to 

make him s t ay at home . 
(How do you use it now? ) 
Now you have to  take this and write his name on 

j us t  let it b e  a plain white p iece of paper - with 
a plain white p iece o f  p ap er 
about a tablespoonful o f  sugar, 

and now , you take his name 
and you write it nine t imes , 
and yours nine times , but 
always on the top - always 

ABSENT MAN ' S NAME SHE WRITES 9 TIMES - HERS ON TOP 
USE WHITE PAPER - LAY IN CLEAN WHITE SAUCER - COVER 
WITH WHITE SUGAR - ADD FEW DROPS OF GERANIUM OIL 
BUY 9 SMALL CANDLES - BURN ONE EACH DAY - HOLDING 
IT IN SAUCER BY PUNCHING ROUND HOLE THROUGH TOP 
OF ROUND CARDBOARD CONTAINER - BURN 1 CANDLE A DAY 
IF  HE DOES NOT RETURN WITHIN 9 DAYS - BURN THESE 
THINGS MAKING BIG BLAZE AND START ALL OVER AGAIN 

on the top of his ' n ,  and 
you get a white cl ean sau
cer - but let it b e  a white 
s aucer , and you put - you 
make a hole  in a p iece o f  
pas teboard top , j us t  a 

round [hole ] that the candle can hold in i t  because it l iable  to fall . Then you 
take that sugar and you p ut that name and cover that name with the sugar . Then 
you p ut that gerangement oi Z on top of it - it ' s very expens ive . You put that 
gerangement - it smells wonder ful . You buy nine wax candles - that pure white 
candle - and you uses that . Then you take that white candle in them nine days 
and you use it . Now in the ninth day , if you don ' t see the changement in the 
ninth day , you burns this whole thing out and it makes a blaz e .  But it always -
put it in a pan that i t  won ' t set no thing afire . That ' s in the ninth day . 

Now , in the ninth day , it ' l l  make the d ifference in the ninth day - guarantee 
you . Don ' t care if you in New York or  wheresomever you [ are] , you going to come 
back here . That thing will make you come back . It smell s  wonderful but it make 
you come back . Now , in that ninth day - don ' t cease to wo rry you - you kin tell 
when somep in [ is ]  on the way because you feel al l frightened and all worried and 
s carey , but that s omeone is on the way coming . And then , in the future , when you 
hear s omebody knocking to your doo r and call ing you quick , to see whsomever it is 
that ' s coming - cause I have d id it . And dere ' s a man - it was in Kentucky - and 
I have did it . And I was so s cared that I didn ' t know what was the mat ter . I 
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hadn ' t seen him atall and was wait ing for him for money and couldn ' t get nuthin . 
And when that man come , the woman come acro st and say , "Julia , there ' s somebody , 
quick , want a see yuh . "  And all that evenin ' I was ironin ' . I j us t  wasn ' t ab le 
to  do anything b e cause I knew dere somep in wrong , and when I made it to  the door , 
dere was the man . 

I was so glad and happy to see him that I didn ' t know what to do . Well , when 
he came , he says , "Well , you lookin ' al l right . "  I says , "Yes , I ' m lookin ' fine . "  
I says , "Well , how are you? " He says , "All right . "  He says , "Well , ah think ah 
come b ack to s t ay . " Ah says , "Yeah , well , that ' s wonder ful . "  I had a roomin ' 
house and I was going with him then . He said , "All right . "  I say s , "Well , how 
did you enj oy your trip ? "  He says , "Fine . " When that man left and went on [ left 
me again ] , I rep eated it over again . I t ' s exp ensive . They gives you that much 
[ demons trates ] for a dime . 

(This oil . Well , now , this oil , it ' s o il o f  geranium i s  i t ? ) 
GePangement oi l .  
(GePangement oi l .  You mean it ' s the same name as that flower that grows in 

pot s , that has r e d  flower s on  i t  and p ink flowers .  The same name as that ? )  
I t ' s a gePangement , yes . I t  makes a little r e d  flowers and things , certainly 

does . 
(Al l right . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 4 ) , 1435 : ? ]  
101 5 9 .  An ' a woman want s her ole man b ack for love , she ' ll burn a blue candle. 

Vell , she put that [ candle ]  in molasses an ' his name - if a colored person [b lack 
strap ] molasses an ' his name - on it nine t imes , an ' hers on top , under that sau-

SHE BRINGS MAN BACK BY WRITING HI S NAME 9 TIMES 
HERS ON TOP 9 TIMES - LAYING PAPER UNDER PLATE 
ON PLATE SHE S TANDS BLUE CANDLE CIRCLED BY BLACK 
l'llLAS SES - SHE BURNS CANDLE WHENEVER SHE WANT S TO 

cer see with the blue candl e 
[ s tanding and burning on top 
o f  the saucer ] .  That brings 
him b ack . 
(How long does she burn that 
and when? ) 

Vell , she kin keep that candle burning [ as long as and whenever she wants to ] .  
That ' s for her husb and or man . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 4 ) , 1147 : 5 . ] 

1 016 0 .  I know what you can do . Well , they burns a candle for that [ to bring 
a man b ack ] . 

(How? ) 
Well , they burns a candle and writes his name 

times thataway [ demonstrates ] and burn a candle .  
nine t imes thisaway and nine 

And I ' ll guarantee he ' ll come 

WRITE MAN ' S NAME IN FORM OF A C ROS S 
9 TIMES ONE WAY AND 9 TIMES ACRO S S  
BURN WHITE O R  BLUE CANDLE 9 DAYS 

nine times , thi s way and that way [ I  
Nine this way and nine acro s s . 

home . 
(Well , now what kind o f  a candle do they 
burn? ) 
They burn ordinary candles , white or  blue . 
(White or b lue . And they write his name 

demonstrate ] . ) 

(I  see , they wri t e  it nine one way and then acro s s  i t  nine times . [The name s 
are in the form o f  a cro s s ] . When do they burn that candle? ) 

They burn the candle nine days . 
(Nine days . And any sp ecial time during the day ? ) 
No , j us t  the nine days ; nine times night and [ o r ]  day . [New Orleans , La . , 

(782) t 1 08 3 : 3 . 1 
10161 . Yo ' ll  git de graveyard dirt , yo ' undahstand , o f fa person dat ' s died 

bad . Yo ' ll  git de graveyard dirt an ' yo ' ll git red cayenne pepp ah , hot as yo ' 
kin git it  [ this means buy it from a hoodoo shop ! ] .  Yo ' ll git chew nine nail s 
an '  yo ' ll put in dere . An ' yo ' ll  go tub work an ' yo ' ll  put dere name . Yo ' put 
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it down nine t imes on a p iece o f  papah , but den yo ' 
ahead of it . See . No , heah [ demons trates ] yo ' put 

YOUR NAME WRITE 9 TIMES - AFTER IT VICTIM ' S NAME 
9 TIMES CROSSED - ON THEM 9 NAILS - DIRT FROM WICKED 
GRAVE - RED PEPPER - SNUFF - YELLOW OF EGG - MIX 
REMOVE NAILS - MAKE POWDER OF REMAINING MATERIAL 
SCATTER AT VI CTIM ' S HOUSE FOR CONFUSION - SECOND : 
WRITE HIS NAME ALL OVER BLACK CANDLE - ST ICK 9 NEW 
NEEDLES INTO IT - CUT OFF WI CK - MAKE NEW ONE ON 
BOTTOM - L I GHT - CALLED "BURNING CANDLE UP SIDE DOWN" 
BURN 9 DAYS - TORMENTS VICTIM - DRIVES HIM AWAY 

put chure name [ 9  t imes ] on 
chur e name ' cuz yo ' re makin ' 

dem people go . Yo ' l l  go 
tuh work an ' wr ite his 
name nine time s an ' yo ' l l  
write it cros s , yo ' undah
s tand . 
[His name is no t written 
acro s s  her name , which is 
written one below the 
o ther in a column . His 
name , fol lowing her column, 
is written either in the 

form o f  an X or a cross  + , one name cr os s ing the other ; or el se his name the 
fir s t  t ime is wr itten normally behind her fifth name . Then the paper is turned 
ups ide down and his s econd name written acro s s  fir s t  one e t c . Var ious ways of 
cros s ing names and wr it ing them up s ide down are given in HOODOO. ] 

An ' den yo ' ll go tuh work an ' yo ' ll git nine nails an ' yo ' ll wrap it up in 
dere , tenpennies [nails ] ,  an ' yo ' l l  g it cayenne peppah an ' yo ' ll git snuff . Yo ' 
know , whut de people use in dey mouth . Yo ' git a yallah of  a aig . Yo ' mixe s 
al l dat up tuhgether , yo ' see . Al l dat ' s ingredients tuh make ' em go , yo ' see . 
An ' den yo ' l l  wrap dat all up tuhgether , see . Den if yo ' kin go tuh work an ' 
make it lak a powdah , make dat lak a powdah . Dat ' s tuh sprinkle in de hous e . 
I t ' s tuh spr inkle in de hous e an ' dat ' l l  keep a confus ion in dere an ' he kin no t 
stay .  

Den yo ' l l  burn a black candle . Yo ' l l  turn it upside down [by cut t ing o f f  the 
no rmal wick and making a new wick on the b ot tom of the candle ] .  An ' yo ' put nine 
new needles in dere , yo ' see an ' his name on de top . Write it all ovah all arou� 
it . Jis ' write his name al l aroun ' on dat candle .  Den yo ' buPn i t  upside down 
fa ' nine days . 

(What ' ll that do ? )  
Dat ' l l  run him away , git h im outa de hous e . He don ' wanta s ee dat hous e any 

mo ' . [Al giers , La . , ( 1602) , 3024 : 1 . ] 
10162 . Take his photograph and turn i t  up bot tom [ ups ide down ] to the [ l ook

ing ]  glas s and burn the candles , nine of them ; claim if you ' s in Europe that 

WOMAN TURNS ABSENT MAN ' S PHOTO UPS IDE DOWN 
TO FACE AND LEAN AGAINST MIRROR - SC RATCHES 
HER NAME 9 TIMES AT TOP OF CANDLE - HI S NAME 
UNDER 9 TIMES - SETS CANDLE BEFORE MIRROR AND 
PHOTO - BURNS 9 DAYS - HE WILL RETURN IN 9 DAYS 

woul d br ing you back . 
(How would you do that ? )  

With a candle . Put your name 
on it nine t imes - put mine on 
top and write yours up to mine . 
And turn you [ in pho tograph ] 
up , bot toms ide up [ ups ide down ] 

to the looking glas s . 
back . 

And b urn the candl e  for nine day s . That ' l l  bring you 

(I s ee . )  [New Orleans , La . , (87 7 ) , 1439 : 3 . ] 
10163 . You kin make a tab l e  [ altar ] with that [ r i t e ]  you see . You unders tand , 

that ' s if  it ' s something that chao want , well you kin make a table with that . You 
kin , that is , if it ' s for you to make a sacr ifice , something that you want . Well , 
git chao three candles ,  you put the picture - you fold the picture up you under
s tand . 

(This p icture of  the Lord ? ) 
Th is picture o f  the Lord . That ' s r ight . 
(On the table? ) 
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O n  the tab le .  That ' s right . An ' then you make i t  like a rainbow [ a  semi-
c ircle ] . You put one candle - you git three candles . You make [ place ] one r ight 

ON TABLE ALTAR ARRANGE 3 CANDLES RAINBOW LIKE 
ACTUALLY THIS I S  A TRIANGLE . · .  NOT SEMICIRCLE 
FOLD UP LORD ' S PICTURE AND LAY WITHIN TRIANGLE 
ACTUALLY DESIGN IS MORE FREQUENT WITH 4 POINTS 
OBJECT WITHIN - 5TH POINT - CREATING A QUINCUNX 
MAKE A WI SH - SAYING A PRAYER - THE 2 3RD P SALM 
KNEEL AND REPEAT LORD ' S  P RAYER - LIGHT CANDLES 
DO THI S AT 6 IN THE MORN ING OR 6 OR 9 AT NIGHT 

here , an ' one r ight around here, 
an ' let it [ candles ] come aroun' 
l ike a rainbow . An '  you make 
you a wis h  f o '  wha '  choo want , 
an ' you s ay a prayer . You say , 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shaU 
no t want , the 23rd Psalm . You 
say that P salm an ' then you get 
·down an ' repeat the Lord ' s 
P rayer for what you want . Yo ' 

make a wis h  with these three candles . Then you let them burn plumb on out • • •  
r ight in front o f  the Lord ' s picture • • •  You do this about 6 o ' clock in the morn
ing or 6 o ' clock in the evening or 9 o ' clock at night . [Memphis , Tenn. ,  (960 , 
excellent , hoodoo woman , my rap id hand trans cription o f  cylinder mis sed by my 

MAN ' S NAME WOMAN WRITES 3 TIME S ON PAPER - ON 
THEM HER NAME 3 TIMES - IN FRONT OF THEM SHE 
S TANDS PINK CANDLE ROLLED IN SUGAR - BURNS IT 
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS 7 TO 9 - MORNING AND 
NIGHT - BRINGING HIM BACK MAY TAKE HER 2 WEEKS 

trans criber ) , 1544 : 10 . ] 
1016 4 . Take a p ink candle .  
(One p ink candle? ) 
One p ink candle and roll i t  in 
s ugar and light it , and burn 
from seven to nine j us t  on 
Wednesdays . In the morning and 

at night do the same thing . And on Fridays , on the same hour with that pink 
candle , that candle is placed o n  that , in front o f  tho se names . 

(How do you wr ite the se names , j us t  one name? ) 
No , wr ite the man ' s name three times and yours three times on top of his ' n .  
( I  s ee . ) 
And that will bring him back . 
(P lace this  candle on top o f  tha t paper? ) 
Burn i t  in front o f  that paper and burn it on those name s [ not actually on 

top o f  names ] .  
(And that will bring him back? ) 
Ye s . 
(You only burn that candle twice , on Wedne sday and Fr iday? You don ' t  burn it  

any longer than that? ) 
No . 
(How long do you burn that candle? ) 
You use it - s ome kind o f  spec ial candles [ for bringing back person] and in 

doing that you burn one candle or two . Or I hear that you • • •  it ' ll  burn [ a  cer
tain length o f  time? ] .  

(You burn it until he come s back? ) 
Until he come s back . ' Co ' se yo ' know , it don ' t always - see , sometime s it ' ll  

be , sometime it ' s two weeks . 
(But you only can burn it on Wedne sday and Friday? ) 

On Wednesday and Fr iday . 
(I unders tand . All r ight . )  [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 5 ) , 1031 : 8 . ] 
10165 . I f  yo ' go t a gurl - it ' s dis way . Ah got a gurl an ' s he runned away 

from me . She done le f ' me . She ' s gone . Well , lak [ I ] say , dere 's a tot ta watah 
' �en heah an ' New Yawk . Say she ' s gone tub New Yawk . She j es ' j tDDped up an ' 

lef '  me an ' ah haven ' t did anythin ' tub ' er an ' want ' er b ack . She won ' come 
back tub me by wr itin ' tub ' er . 

All r ight . Ah go tub de drug s to ' an ' ah gi ts me a 1 5-cents blue candle . 
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Take de same nails an ' needles an ' put in dat . 
(How do you put them in there now? How many do  you get? ) 
A nickel wuth of  ten-penny nail . Put eight nails , an '  de whole papah of  

needles , an ' ab out eight big p ins . Yo ' git dem ovahsize s ti�ky pins yo ' know , 

8 NAILS - PAPER OF NEEDLES - 8 BIG  P INS - ALL NEW 
IN SAUCER OF WATER - OVER SAUCER TURN FACE DOWN 
P IECE OF MIRROR - ON TOP OF MIRROR SET BLUE CANDLE 
AFTER OLD WICK CUT OFF - NEW ONE PUT AT BOTTOM 
MAKE WI SHES - START BURNING CANDLE FROM TEN TO 
TWENTY- FIVE MINUTES - SHE WRITES WITHIN 25 DAYS 

dem ovahs ize one . Some 
packages dey sell two fa ' 
a nickel . Dey are d e  small 
size . An ' de lar ge package 
it ' s got one long one dat 
way ; dey s ells dem one fa ' 
a nickel . Yo ' git chew a 
piece o f  lookin ' -glas s lak 

dat an ' yo ' turn de part  dat chew look it , an ' git chew a s aucah o f  watah or git 
chew a bowl or cream s aucah , or anything dat will hold watah . Den turn dat 
[ looking ] glas s down ovah dat way . Take dat candle an ' take de end of  it which 
yo ' is gonna s e t  down ,  take a match an ' li ght it dat way . Don ' li ght de top part 
whe re de s tem is ; li ght de b o t tom part an ' put i t  on dat glas s .  

(Wi th the top part downward? ) 
Yessuh , on top of  de glas s , an ' let it set  dere an ' make yuh wishes fa ' hi t .  

But yo ' s t art  hit a t  ten minutes an ' burn i t  fa ' twenty-five . In twenty-five 
[ d ays ? ] yo ' receive a let tah from her , to s end aftah her or s end her t i cket . 
She ' s on her way b ack tuh yo ' . [ New O rleans , L a . , ( 1566) , 286 7 : 4 . ] 

10166 . I f  yo ' wanta bring a person b ack - lak a man is away f rom his wi fe 
an ' yo ' wants tuh bring him b ack - well de way ah us e .  Ah takes dere name three 
times an '  put ' er name three times , an ' git rose water , orange blos som an ' Jockey 

WRITE ABSENT MAN ' S NAME 3 TIMES - HERS 3 TIMES 
ON TOP OF HIS - PUT THIS PAPER IN GLASS BOTTLE 
ADD 3 PERFUMES : ROSE  WATER - ORANGE BLOS SOM 
JOCKEY CLUB COLOGNE - ADD 5 THINGS : 3 LUMP S OF 
WHITE SUGAR CRUSHED - HONEY - WHITE LODESTONE 
HE AND SHE - QUICKSILVER - STEEL DUST - ALL IN 
BOTTLE - ITS HEAD TO FRONT DOOR BRINGS MAN BACK 
OR NAMES FORM A CROSS  - LAY IN GLAS S  OF HONEYED 
HOLY WATER - LIGHT BLUE OR WHITE CANDLE - P RAY 
BURN CANDLE 1 HOUR AT 6 A . M .  AND NOON - 7 DAYS 

[ demons trates ] .  Well , yo ' put de haid dat-away 
(The head is  pointing into the house? ) 

Club Co logne [ for 3 perfumes 
see p . 7 29 , v . l ]  yo ' know whut 
dat is , honey , crushed sugah , 
white , three lumps , an ' put i t  
i n  dey b o t tle . White lodes tone , 
a she an ' a he one , yo ' knows 
dat . A b all of quicks ilver an ' 
a teaspoonful o f  s tee l dus t .  
Dat ' s tuh return ' im. An '  yo ' 
put it in de glas s b o t tle an ' 
s e t  i t  up - put de haid to 
[ cork in ] . Dis is de front do ' 

tuh come in . Dat is  to come . 

Int o de hous e . Dat ' s fa ' tuh return de man b ack . 
(On this piece o f  paper on which you wrote the names , you wrote his name three 

times and hers three times on top of each name? ) 
On top of  his ' n .  
(That is  to bring him back . ) 
[ This rite can be  done another way . ] 
Well , yo ' take de names an ' write it de s ame way . Yo ' take d e  name an ' yo ' 

write it three t imes an ' dey [woman ' s ]  name on top . An '  den yo ' cross de woman ' s 
name on top an '  den yo ' put yore candle an ' yore honey , an ' yore names in a glas s . 
It supposed tuh b e  used in a glas s an ' holy watah wi th prayers . 

(What sort o f  candle do  you us e? ) 
Well , yo ' kin use a white one or  b lue one , anything but a b lack candle or a 

red one . 
(Do you burn that candle any sp ecial time or anything? ) 
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Yes , an hour . Yo ' light it  s ix a ' clock in de mawnin ' an hour an ' den yo ' put 
it  out . Yo ' light it at twelve a ' clock ag ' in an ' dat hour , an ' at one a ' clock 
yo ' put it out . Den three a ' clock till fo ' , den yo ' put it out . 

(You do that j us t  one day? ) 
No , no , yo ' do dat about seven days . 
( In putting these names down on the paper , do you put his name down firs t ? ) 
Yo ' put his name down fir s t  if yo ' af tah bringin ' ' im . 
(Her name is over that? ) 
On top o f  his ' n .  [Algier s , La . , ( 1 584 ) ,  2 9 5 2 : 3 . ]  
101 6 7 . (Tell me s omething more about burning these candles . How do they burn 

these  candles ? Give me an illus trat ion . )  
Well , you burn those candles - they got different ones they burn . Now , for 

to make you die , you get a black one . To have luck and s uccesses , you get a pink 
one [ l uck ] and a blue one [ s ucces s ] . And a blue one will make your man come back 

BLUE CANDLE FOR SUCCESS AND BRINGING BACK MAN 
WRITE MAN ' S NAME - SUGAR ON NAME - HONEY BETTER 
FOLD TO YOU - LAY IN SAUCER - DROP HOT WAX ON 
IN WAX STAND UP CANDLE - DO ALL THIS SECRETLY 
THESE CANDLES ARE SMALL - BUY 9 - USE 1 EACH DAY 
I F  MAN FAILS TO RETURN IN 9 DAYS - BUY 9 MORE 
EVERYTHING DONE P ROPERLY - MAN COME S IN 9 DAYS 

to you , if he ' s gone . 
(Tell me how you do - j ust how 
you burn it . Do you know how 
you handle that ? ) 
Yes . You take that candle and 
you put it in a saucer or 
s omething and you put a lit tle 
s ugar . You take some sugar 
and you take a p iece o f  paper 

or el se - but honey is the bes t .  Honey i s  bet ter than sugar because honey is 
sweeter than s ugar . And you put it in a s aucer and you have that man ' s name 
down . And when you fold it , don ' t fold it from you ,  you fold it t o  you . And 
you p ut that candl e there . Well , when that candle burn out , well , you see 
hit ' l l spread all over there , you see.  And you put it  where nobody won ' t see 
it . You burn that candle l ike today , the next d ay he ' ll come if he don ' t  stay 
no more than [ I  interrupt ] -

( Do you put this honey in the saucer ? ) 
In the - in the - look [ demonstrate s ] : you put the p iece of paper in the sau

cer . You put , you know his name is on it , the paper ; you put the paper down 
first in the s aucer . You put the honey [ demonstrates ] .  

(On t op of  the paper . )  
On top o f  the paper and you fold it  over like you fold a napkin , and you set 

the candle right up there . 
(Down in the honey? ) 

Yeah , but you see - yeah , down in the honey ; but you see , the paper is fold , 
you know. 

(Before you put the honey there? ) 
Yeah , and you take piece of  the candle - you take the candle and you let it 

drip . Let some of this wax drip on the paper so hit can stick . Well ,  stick it 
[candl e ]  ther e .  Now , when that ' s burn out , well y o u  go  get another one [ candle ] 
and you do the same . Well , you have his name in that [ folded paper sweetened 
vith honey ] . That ' s to sweeten him. 

(Well , how often can you burn that candle? Or when? ) 
Yell , you burn it , the candl e ,  for nine days and in nine days he ' ll be back 

to you , you see ; but you burn it every day - you see , every day . 
(All day long? ) 
All day long . Or , when that one go out , you burn another one . You see? You 

bay you - well , you say ,  wel l , I ' ll buy me [ candles ] .  I f  you buy you nine can
dles ,  well [use them] long as those  candles burn out ; but when you ain ' t got 
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no more , you go get some more for nine days . And when that - he ' ll b e  back in 
the nine days , ' fore the nine days . [New Orleans , La . , (826a ) , 120 9 : 5 . ] 

10168 . Well , you can git those  mounds , the b lue and brown ones , and git the 
holy incense .  Now she ' ll go to work and git sugar and a little alum , and start 

HOLY TAPER - HOLY INCENSE - HOLY WATER : ARE RELATED 
TO HOLY CANDLES - TAPER IS FLOAT ON OIL IN COLORED 
GLASS CONTAINERS : RED - BLUE - GREEN - RAI SED ABOVE 
EYE LEVEL - INCENSE COMES GRANULATED OR IN MOLD S IN 
SHAPES LIKE CONE OR 3- OR 4 SIDED PYRAMIDS = MOUNDS 
TAKE 3 SUBSTANCE S :  ALUM - CINNAMON - SUGAR - SCRUB 
FROM BACK THROUGH HOUSE TO FRONT AND EMPTY AT STEP S 
SHE RINSES WITH 3 :  CLEAR WATER - HOLY WATER - SUGAR 
THEN LIGHT HOLY TAPER - SET IN MIDDLE OF WINDOW AN 
HOUR EVERY NI GHT - I F  HE SEES IT - HE WILL RETURN 
AFTER HE RETURNS SHE USES 3 :  JOCKEY CLUB - NO MORE 
THAN 1 5  CANDIES OF DI FFERENT COLORS - LO VE BOUQUET 

at the back o f  the house 
and s crub all the way 
through to the front . And 
b e  sure tha t you take a 
sufficient amount to  come 
all the way through ; and 
have enough to pour all the 
way round her s tep s . And 
then , when she do that , 
then she take some clear 
water with sugar and put 
s ome holy water in that , 
and wrench [ rinse ] it o ff 
with that light [lightly ] .  

Then when she gets that finished , why she ' ll light a taper , a holy tap er . Take 
a chance and set  it j es ' direct in the middle of the window ; if she possib ly can 
get it and let it burn for one hour every night . And if he is anywhere close , 
he will come back t o  her . 

Now , if she ' s havin ' a lit tle trouble an ' she can ' t depend on that to  hold 
him ; you see , if he ' s been gone b efore - now when he comes back now , she mus t 
get s ome Jockey Club per fume , and leave the candies [ used on a cake ] in the room . 
Get those candies and you put them into that . She take , put about a half ounce 
o f  the Jockey Club and a half ounce of Lov e B�que t , and put about no more than 
15 o f  the lit tle candies [ used on a cake ] and b e  sure every one is a different 
color [ ! ] .  An ' when he comes , b e  very careful , and she ' ll rub him along - rub 
it all down him ; j us t  love him up and rub it all over . He may want to  go but 
every time he s tart out , he will turn around and go back again . [ The preceding 
word taper s ometimes means candle .  The scrub water in this rite is one of the 
many many different  " scrub s "  of New Orleans given in HOODOO . The colors of the 
15 candies are mixed varieties , no t 15 separate colors . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , 
( somewhere b e tween 802 and 804 ) , 1125 : 1 . ] 

10169 . If  you want to b r ing a woman back home t o  you , after she done left you 
and - you want to get her back home . Now , you take her name , and you take you 

TO BRING WOMAN BACK HOME - WRITE HER NAME 
CROSS  THROUGH HER NAME 2 PINS LIKE AN " X" 

BURN A RED CANDLE ON I T  9 DAY S 

two p ins , j us t  fix them like this 
here . Jus t  cro s s  it like a " X" you 
see ; right over her name , you see . 
And you burns it with a candle , you 
see . You b urn that for nine days 

and in nine days that woman ' ll come back home to you . 
(What do you burn , a white candle? ) 

No , burn a red candle .  Red candle i s  - b lack candle i s  evil , red candle and 
white candles is all good ones . You see , b rings her home . [New Orleans , La . , 

TO RID HERSELF OF HUSBAND - SHE PUT HI S PI CTURE 
UNDER BED - IN FRONT O F  IT FOLDED TOGETHER WERE 

HIS HAIR - BERGAMOT - VINEGAR - SALT - BLACK PEPPER 
SHE KEPT A SMALL WHITE TAPER BURNING BEFORE IT 

( 8 2 3 ) ' 1193 : 2 . ] 
10170 . A friend o f  mine 
wanted tuh git rid o f  her 
husband an ' she wuz in love 
with ano thah man at de same 
time , an ' so she took his 

p icture , her husban ' s p ic ture , an ' she had s ome bergamot an ' vinegah , salt an ' 
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pepp ah - j es ' ordinary b lack pepp ah . And she kept i t  undah h i s  bed . 
(What did she do with the se ingredients ? ) 
Had them all t ogethe r , fo lded t o gethah , an ' even a p iece of his hair . An ' she 

folded that together an ' she lighted a candle an ' kept that burnin ' undah his bed. 
(The candle burning under his bed? ) 
Yessuh , l i t t le small tapers  - white ones , very small . As soon as one would 

go out , she ' d  light the othah one . She kep t a boxful , yo ' know , continually . 
An '  finally he le ft . [ S ome of  the small tapers or candles are about the s ize of  
an old-fashioned wooden match . ] [New Or leans , La . , (1563) , 2842 : 9 . ] 

( 2 ) . I F  SOMEONE I S  BURNING CANDLES AGAINST YOU 

10171 . Light candles - it ' s  a white and b lue candle , see . And they burn from 
seven o ' clock ' t i l l  nine - that ' s  the white one . They ' ll light the blue one , 
they ' ll burn it from nine ' t ill three in the evening . The red one , they ' ll burn 

3 CANDLES BURNED : 
WHI TE ONE 7 A . M.  TO 9 A . M. 
BLUE ONE 9 A . M. TO 3 P . M. 
RED ONE 3 P . M. TO 9 P . M. 
P INCH OUT - NOT BLOW OUT 
BURNED HARD CAUS ES ILLNESS 

it from three ' till nine at night . 
[Three candles are used : red , white and blue. ] 
(From three in the afternoon unt i l  nine at night ? )  
Yas suh .  They say that ' s  t o  draw [ customers ] .  That' s 
for  luck in de house , see . 
(Do they burn them separately or together or what ? )  

No , no ! They burn one a t  d e  t ime , j est like I light 
the white one this mo rning . We ll , you see. I burn 

dat ' t i l l  nine . We l l , then I ' ll p ut hit out . Then I ' ll light the green [blue ] 
one and burn it ' till three this evening , and then I ' ll p inch i t  o ut . Then I ' ll 
li ght the red one this evening [ afternoon ] at three o ' clock and I ' ll burn it ' till 
nine tonight , and then I ' ll p inch it out [ candles are not blown out ] . Well . I 
won ' t burn no more ' t i l l  tomorrow.  See , that ' s  burning it too hard. See .  you ' ll 
burn so hard that way ' till they [ cus tomers ] take sick from i t .  [Vicksburg .  

SET BLUE CANDLE I N  SAUCER - LIGHT BETWEEN 6 AND 9 
IN MORNING - BURN UNTIL I T  GOES OUT - PERSON FOR 
WHOM CANDLE INTENDED - "PUT CHEW IN TERRIBLE BAD" 

Mis s . , ( 7 35 ) , 1004 : 5 . ] 
101 7 2 . Burn a blue candle . 
Dey set de blue candle - yo ' 
know , j is '  put it in a saucer 
an ' light i t .  
(Do they light i t  at any par

ticular t ime? Or burn it for any particular length of  t ime ? ) 
Dey burn it till  it burns out , b ut chew light it  between s i x  an '  nine in de 

mawnin ' . Let it burn till it burns out . 
(What wi l l  that do then to me , i f  that ' s  done to 
Dat ' ll put chew in terrible b ad .  Everything yo ' 

me? ) 
undertake to do yo ' ll fai l .  

[Memphis , Tenn • •  (925) , When yo ' think yo ' re goin ' up yo ' ll fall back down . 

NAME OF VI CTIM ON RED OR BLACK CANDLE 
BURN EVERY DAY TO MAKE S I CK OR TO HARM 

one 
write 
dat . 

an ' w ' ats omevah mah name i s , i f  he 
mah name on dat . Den he ' l l burn a 

(And then what happens ? )  

1502 : 5 . ] 
101 7 3 . [ I  know something ] on that charm. 
(What kind o f  charm is it ? )  
Dey gits a red can ' le - s ome  gi ts a black 
wants tuh harm me . he ' ll take it an ' 
certain amoung every day . Somep in like 

Jis ' accordin ' tuh w ' at dey want tuh do tuh yuh . I f  dey wan ' a  make yuh s ick • • • 
[This i s  dif ferent from the us ual headache caused by candle burning on you , s e e  
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p . 8 34 , v . l and els ewhere . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 7 ) , 109 8 : 4 . ] 

STAND LIGHTED RED CANDLE IN FRONT OF PHOTO 
TURNED UP SIDE DOWN UNDER BED AND FACING WALL 

Tenn . , ( 9 60 , excellent , hoodoo woman , my rapid 
mi s s ed by my t rans criber) , 1 546 : 1 . ] 

10174 . To run crazy , s t and pic
ture up s ide down behind bed , face 
to  wall , light candle , red , burn 
"plum out " - make wi s h .  [Memphis , 
hand trans cript ion o f  cylinder 

1017 5 .  Now , that like i f  s omeone that they want t o  kill ' em ,  get ' em out 
chore way . You s tick this black candle wi th 9 bran ' -new needles , the darke s t  

hou� o f  the day , 4 o ' clock in 
the mawnin ' ,  an ' make yore wi sh , 
see . An ' burn that candle ev ' ry 
9 days till that happens • • •  an ' 

BLACK CANDLE - 9 NEW NEEDLE S IN - BURN 9 DAYS 
DARKE ST ROOM - DARKE ST HOUR - DARKE ST DEED 

yo ' let the room • • •  you put it in real dark room. Le t the room be real dark . 
[Memphis Tenn . , ( 9 6 0  hoodoo woman , excellent , my rapid hand t rans crip t ion o f  
cylinder mi s s ed b y  my t rans criber) , 1 54 5 : 1 . ] 

101 7 6 . A bird ' s nes t - a person can take s ome 
that bird ' s  nes t , you s ee .  And take s ome o f  that 

OBTAIN EMPTY BIRD NE ST - IN IT PUT PERSON ' S HAI R 
BIRD FEATHERS - CANDLE [ UPRIGHT IN DRINKING GLAS S ]  
LATTER BURN 1 HOUR EACH MORNING 9 DAYS = HEADACHE 

o f  your hair and put it in 
bird ' s feathers and put that 

in there and then take your 
hair and put it in there . 
And then every , every morn-

AND FLIGHT - SNUFF AND HOT PEPPER INC REASES TROUBLE 
ing they take and set  a 
light [ candle ] right in 
there [ the nes t ]  but no t 

burn the nes t . Jus t take that light and set  that light in there [ in a drinking 
glas s ] . And if  they want to do you harm , get you s ome coarse snuf f [ o f t en lea f 
o f  dried tobacco rubbed in hands ] s ome ho t pepper [ sauce ]  and put i t  in ther e . 
And b urn a light on it  fo r nine mornings - you s e e , one hour for [ each ] nine 
days . [New Orleans , La . , (834) , 12 5 5 : 5 . ] 

1017 7 . Burn de candles ever other mornin ' . 
(You burn thes e candles every other morning? )  
Ever other mornin ' .  You burn ' em from s even until nine for nine mornings 

like dat - ever other morning for nine mornings . 

BURN PINK CANDLE EVERY OTHER MORNING 7 TO 9 
9 MORNINGS - FOR INFLUENCE AND P ROTECTION 

( From s even in the morning unt il 
nine in the morning? )  
Yes . 
( I  s ee .  And what el s e  d o  you do? ) 

You j es '  burn de candles from s even until nine . 
(What is  that suppos ed to  do ? )  
Well , dat ' s  j es '  suppos ed t o  gain influence wi t people and i f  anybody t ryin ' 

[ t o ]  harm you , or  to  keep anybody from harmin ' you . 
( I  s ee .  Well , do you burn any special color or anything o f  that sort ? )  
Us e a pink . [Vicksburg , Mi s s . ,  ( 7 1 7 ) , 9 88 : 2 . ] 
10178 . I t  also  is said  that if  any evil things coming around a t  night also , 

i f  you keep tho s e  candles burning all night long by your door , an ' that will als o  
proj ect [ ej ect ] the evil o f  [ from ] the hous e .  

AGAIN ST EVIL THINGS AT NIGHT - BURN CANDLE S 
ALL NIGHT - ONE AT BACK DOOR - ONE AT FRONT 

(Well , how would they burn those 
candles ?  What kind o f  candles 
would they burn? ) 
Well , the y burn one to  the front 

an ' one to  the back , of the ent eries [ ent rances ] o f  the hous e , right in de middle 
of the hallway ; very small candle , no t a large one . Tha t will also pro t ec t  [you 
agains t ]  the evils of the hous e .  An ' also will make the family live in harmony 
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an '  in peace wi th each other . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 1591 : 11 . ] 
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101 79 . Yo ' couldn ' t  zakly 
[ exactly ]  make de candle go 

MAGIC 3 :  RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - JOHN DE CONKAH out , but chew could fix i t  
TIE UP IN RAG AN D  WEAR AGAINST CANDLE HEADACHE so i t  wouldn ' t  do yo ' no harm . 

(How would you do that ? )  
Gi t chew some red peppah , 

sal tpeter , tie i t  up in a rag an ' a l i ' l piece o f  roo t dey call John de Conkah 
roo t , an ' yo ' weah dat in yuh pocke t .  An ' dey couldn ' t hurt yo ' no way . [Mobile , 

Ala . , ( 701) , 9 51 : 7 . ] 
UNDERGARMENT WORN WRONGS IDE OUT AGAINST CANDLE 10180 . S ome people say tub weah 

a garment . Yuh piece nex ' tub 
yuh , pull it o f f  an ' turn i t  wrongside out [and wear i t  that way ] . Dey do say 
dat will put ' em out . 

(Put these candles out tha t they are burning for you . ) [Mobile , Ala . , ( 69 8 ) , 
948 : 5 . ] 

10181 . Wel l ,  someone says yo ' kin take three matches and put in de top o f  
your head , cross ' em - thr ee o r  four matches . Wear them i n  d e  mole o f  your head . 

Some says that will put ' em 
CROSS 3 OR 4 LIVE MAT CHE S ON HEAD AGAINST CANDLE out . 

(These candles out . ) [Here 
are some o f  the ways to cros s 3 matches � or 4 � to make these rimles s
wheel rites we have me t be fore : see 3 � and � 6 spoke wheel , No . 5 7 2 0 , 
p . 2 91 9 ; 3 hairs cro s s ing 3 hairs , No . 6055 , p . 2 9 8 7 ; six-point s tar like a wheel , 
No . 8214 , p . 344 7 ; c ro s s  marks 9 in No . 8540 , p . 3515 ; 2 cros sed keys , No . 8900 , 
p . 361 6 ; wheel wi th rim No . 8946 , p . 3 6 3 2 ; and c ros s diagram No . 9 365 , p . 3 7 5 6 , v . 4 ;  
and 3 names cross ing No . l0206 , p . 3 9 6 8  . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 705) , 9 6 8 : 11 . ] 

10182 . [ I f  someone is  trying to ] hurt you . You kin take and go to the 
druggi s t  and get a dirt , a dus t out of it [ the s tore ] , but they [ seller ] never 

knows what that dus t is -
GREEN POWDER FROM HOODOO DRUG STORE PUT S OUT CANDLES 

kin ge t a dus t that i s  called "magne t" dus t .  Hi t ' s • • •  
(Magne sia? ) 

they never know what you 
ge t ting it fur . But you 

Yes , sir , magnes ia dus t .  It ' s kind of green , see . Well , you - every time 
they s tar t to burn that candle , you know i t ,  see , becaus e your mind will follow 
to [will be  upon ] ' em .  Wel l , you take that dus t and you use i t  around in your 
house and that candle [wherever it is ] wi l l  go out . 

( I  see . Well , what kind o f  dus t do you call that ? )  
Magnesia dus t .  
(Magnesia dus t . ) [ Could the name have been magne tic ? ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  

(735) ' 1004 : 6 . ] 
10183 . I f  they ' re burning a candle on you , you burn - now this is the same 

thing you kin do . You kin burn this  s ame red candle . You b urn this red candle , 
you s tick i t  in 3 pins . See , you figh tin ' agains t them . You says , " I  wish my 
enemy would leave me alone . "  An ' then you go an ' throw you a hand ful o f  sal t  
in the fire an ' you says , " I  wish my enemies qui t  working after me an ' leave me 
alone In the Name of the Lord. " An ' take you a bath in some sal tp e ter , blue
stone an ' s ugar , an ' repeat the Lord ' s Prayer 3 times , see . You see , you b urn 
this candle , that would set them down . Or else , you kin put ' em down sick . You 
kin git a purple candle an ' you ligh t  it an ' you make your wish an ' put some sal t  
in there an '  spi t  i n  i t , see . An ' you burn it  on ' em again an ' you says , I wish 
vhosomever this is that ' s  workin ' after me will leave me alone , "  an ' spi t in i t . 
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TO PUT OUT ENEMY ' S  CANDLE BURNING AGAINST YOU 
BURN A RED CANDLE WITH 3 P INS STUCK IN IT SAYING 
I WISH MY ENEMY WOULD LEAVE ME ALONE 
THROW HANDFUL OF SALT ON FIRE - SAYING 
I WISH MY ENEMIES QUIT WORKING AFTER ME 
AN '  LEAVE ME ALONE "IN THE NAME OF THE LORD " 
3 INGREDIENTS BATH : SALTPETER - BLUESTONE - SUGAR 
3 TIMES SAY LORD 1 S PRAYER - OR BURN PURPLE CANDLE 
LIGHT IT - MAKE WISH - BURN SALT - SPIT INTO IT 
WISH WHOSOMEVER • • •  WORKING AFTER ME LEAVE ME ALONE 
BURN BRIMSTONE & SUGAR : MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 

hoodoo woman , my rapid hand trans crip t ion o f  cylinder 
1544 : 9 . ] 

You see , that ' l l  dPop ' em . 
That ' l l  dPop ' em . That ' ll 
put ' em down sick .  That ' ll 
make ' em drop . An '  cont inue 
to burn brims tone [ not men
tioned previous ly in this 
rite but surely in some pre
vious part o f  interview ] . 
See , that brims tone is the 
best  thing in the world , 
that brims tone . An ' sugar . 
Continue with that sugar in 
the fire , see : Monday , 
Wednesday and Fr iday . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (960 , excellent 
mis sed by my transcriber , 

10184 . An ' some says anothah remedy 
out [ is one ] dat yo ' ll use on yuh head . 

tuh put ' em [ candles b eing burned on you ] 
Well , yo ' ll have tuh gi t chew d i f f ' ren ' 

MIX 3 :  VINEGAR - 3 TEASPOONFULS OLIVE O IL - EGG 
WHIP - BOTTLE - SHAKE - 2 OR 3 SWALLOWS DAILY AND 
RUB ON PAIN : NECK - S CALP - LEFT TEMPLE - ETC . 
CAUSED BY SOMEONE BURNING A CANDLE AGAINST YOU 

little things . Yo ' ll git 
chew vinegah , a teacup o f  
vinegah an ' three teaspoons 
of olive oil , an ' one egg 
an ' yo ' beat it up - whip 
it [ 3  things ] up tuhgethah . 

Yo ' b eat up de egg firs t an ' den add de othah all tuh it . An '  put it in a bottle 
an ' shake it up . Well , yo ' ll take s ome o f  dat , take a swallah o f  it evah now an ' 
den , ab out two or three t ime a day or s omep in othah like dat . Den yo ' take s ome 
o f  dat an ' put it on . Yo ' know , dey say when de candle burns , it  strikes yo ' on 
one mas ' pahtic ' lah place - burning an ' pul lin ' [ demons trates ] .  

(It  strikes you in one particular p lace , right here in the back o f  your head 
some p lace [ informant demons trates ] .  Where your neck and head meet , right up 
here some p lace [ I  demons trate ] . ) 

Well , some says it  will be  here [ demons trates ] .  Some time it will be here 
[ demons trates ] .  But more in gen ' ral i t  be ' s  kinda back , it ' s  pullin ' [ demon
strates ] .  Dey tell me it work like dat . 

[ I  des cr ib e last demons trat ion . ]  
(Or near the left temp le . ) 
Yas , neah de le f '  temp le or s omep in lak it . I t  pulls . I t  seems as i f  s ome

one is pullin ' on de s trands o f  yuh hair . Dere ' s  a s train , yo ' know , on yuh 
hair . Dey say dat ' s  whut dat i s  [ someone burning a candle on you ] when yo ' have 
dat . 

(Well , you ' ve taken some o f  this mixture , then you do s omething else you 
s aid . ) 

Yo ' take dat mixtry [mixture ] ,  yo ' take it in yore han ' j es '  like dat . Let 
yuh han ' s git wet j es '  like dat an ' j es '  like dis [ demons trates ] .  

(Jus t rub it right on your s calp . )  
De scalp o f  yuh head . An ' s omet imes 

it like dat [ demonstrates ] . Jes ' dous e 
(What will that do then? ) 

it  so severe yo ' take de b o t t le an ' po ' 
yo '  head wit i t  good [ demons trates ] .  

Dat eas es it , but yo ' got ta do dat ab out two- three days mayb e . 
(Well ,  what does that do to the candles ? )  
Dey s ay it puts dem out . Oat ' s  whut ah heard , it puts ' em out . [Mob i le , 
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Ala . , ( 7 05 ) , 968 : 12 . ] 

( 3) . CANDLES AND BUS INESS 

10185 . Git three fo ' cornered , yo ' know • • •  [ probably demons trat ed ] . 
(Get three four-cornered files . )  

An '  git about three , an ' put ' em  in de third [ three ] ways : one lak that , 
an ' one lak that , an ' one lak that right s t raight . 

3 FILES PARALLEL TO FRONT AND 2 ADJOINING SIDES 
OF HOUSE - INSIDE AT BACK BURN 3 GOLD CANDLES 
MONEY COMES IN - POLICE AND EVIL STAY OUTS IDE 

(One at each s ide of the house , 
and one in the middle? ) [ The 
files ar e parallel to the front 
and two s ides o f  the house . ]  
Dat ' s it . An ' den on de back 

[ inside ] o f  yore house , yo ' burn dis heah same stuff - candl es , dese same three 
gold [ sometimes called yellow ]  candles . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1556) , 2830 : 7 . ] 

10186 . An '  then here ' s  another thing . There ' s - some things are over others 
zhoo know. You see? Well the nex ' thing to do , if you wanted to make ' em leave 

9 TIMES WRITE NAME - STOP UP IN BOTTLE - THROW 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  
LOOK BACK AND SAY I WAN ' ZHOO TO GO - TAKE A 
RED CANDLE - STICK IN 3 PINS - BURN AT MIDNIGHT 
SAYING : I WISH MY ENEMIES WOULD LEAVE ME ALONE 

IN THE NAME OF THE WRD 

town or anything like that , you 
write their name down 9 times . 
Under stand? An '  stop i t  up in 
a bottle an ' go to the running 
water , to the river and throw 
i t  in . Throw i t  ovah the left 
shoulder an ' don ' t look back , 
an ' says , " I  wan ' zhoo to  go . "  

An '  then you take a red candl e .  You get a red candle , you under stand now , an ' 
you s tick you three pins in it . You burn that at 12  a ' clock at night , s e e , an ' 
you make a wish . You says , " I  wish my enemies would leave me alone In the Name 
of the Lord. " [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (960 , excellent hoodoo woman , my rapid hand 
transcription o f  cylinder mis sed by my transcriber ) , 1544 : 8 . ]  

10187 . You git choo a white candle . You put i t  in a hal f a glas s o f  water 
[ t o  serve as a candles tick and precaution agains t  fire ] . You light it every 

WHITE CANDLE - STAND IT IN HALF GLAS S OF WATER 
LIGHT NIGHTLY AT 9 SAYING : I SEE NO EVIL, I HEAR 
.vo EVIL, NO EVIL OVERTAKE ME - LET CANDLE BURN 
HALF HOUR - KEEPS LAW AWAY - ALSO TO KEEP ANYONE 
FROM WORRYING YOU - LAY 9 SAFETY PINS IN EACH TWO 
EXTRA SHOES - ALSO CUT IRISH POTATO INTO 4 PARTS 
OUTDOORS THROW ONE TO EAST - ONE TO WEST - ONE 
BEHIND YOU - 4TH PIECE WEAR - 3 RITES TOGETHER 

night at 9 a ' clock . You 
say ,  I see no evi l, I hear 
no evi l, no evi l overtake me , 
an ' think what I told , you 
pin on you . That ' s  for the 
law away too : I see no evi l, 
I hear no evi l,  no evi l over
take me . An '  yo ' let that 
candle burn a half a hour . 
You burn that every night . 

That ' s  to keep the law away . An '  then you git 9 safety pins , you understand . 
NOv you put ' em in each shoe , nine in each shoe , an ' if  there ' s  one [ anyone ] 
happens to come to  try to worry you , you cut you a Irish potato half in two an ' 
you make 4 parts [by cutt ing each half into 2 parts ] .  You take that , you go 
outdoors an ' you throw a piece t o  the eas t - that potato  be in 4 par t s - an ' yo ' 
throw a piece to the west , an ' you throw a p iec e behind you , an ' keep the other 
[ fourth or last piece ] on you . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 96 0 ,  excellent hoodoo woman , 
.y rapid hand transcription o f  cylinder mis sed by my transcriber) , 154 6 : 11 . ] 

10188 . For suc c e s s  in busines s either at home or out s ide the house , bathe 
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with 3 ingredients : blues tone , saltp eter and sugar . 
and sugar . E i ther bath is for personal protecti on . 

BATHE WITH 3 THINGS : BLUE STONE - SALTPETER - SUGAR 
FOR BUS INE SS - OR BATHE WITH BLUE ING AND SUGAR 
MOP PLACE WITH RED SEAL LYE AND BURN BRIMSTONE 
BEFORE LEAVING HOME OR STAYING THERE FOR WORK 
MAKE WISHES AND LIGHT A YELLOW CANDLE TO SUCCEED 

Or else bathe with blueing 
At place o f  bus iness mop up 
with Red S eal Lye and burn 
brims tone as a puri f ication . 
But b e fore leaving home for 
work or op ening the house 
for bus iness , make wishes 
and light a yellow candle . 
[Did the maker o f  this  rite 

realize that in s ome place dur ing the late Middle Age s prostitutes legally had 
to wear yellow? ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 6 0 ,  excellent hoodoo woman , who s e  material 
my transcrib er mi ssed ; this b e ing my ori ginal r�sum� ) ,  1 54 6 : 9 . ] 

1018 9 . Bottle o il o f  b ergamine [b ergamot ] ,  b ox cooking s oda , teaspoon salt
peter , take bath in that . Break a candle , make a wi s h ,  light [ s ame ] candle , 

let candle burn out . 

SUGAR ON BRIMSTONE - INTO FIRE - WISHING FOR MONEY 

Then get b r ims tone , burn 
brims tone Monday , Wednes
day and Friday and make 
wi sh . Put sugar in it 
[brims t one ] ,  throw into 

f ire . Can make money . [This 
excellent hoodoo woman , whos e  
ori ginal r�sum� ) ,  154 6 : 8 . ] 

is a rite for bus ines s . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 0 ,  
mater ial my transcrib er mi ssed ; this b e ing my 

10190 . Burn candles fo ' luck . You take the candle , an ' put it in each o f  
the four corners o f  your hous e  an ' on that you sprinkle a l i ttle o f  that sulphur . 

4 WHITE CANDLES - BURN 1 EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUS E 
SPRINKLE SULPHUR ON EACH - SAYS PRAYERS - LUCK 

As ah said , sprinkle a little 
sulphur on i t , and in a few 
minutes that sulphur will b e  
burned away , but tha t atmo s

phere is still there . You l i ght each one o f  tho s e  candles and burn them , and 
wh ile tho s e  candles are burning you says your prayers , an ' that create luck in 
your house that way . 

(What kind o f  luck do they do that for ? )  
Any kind o f  luck . 
(What color candle did you say they use ? ) 
Jest a plain white candle . 
(Do you burn them at any special time ? )  
Twelve ' clock at night . You get more resul t s  out o f  tho se things at that time 

o f  night . [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , (1025) , 16 6 2 : 2 . ] 
10191 . Whi t e  candles are lucky and white candles are unlucky . Black candle 

is  a death symb ol . When you burn a b lack candle on a person that ' s  for the ir 
death . And white candle is for luck 

WHITE CANDLE 
BLACK CANDLE 
RED CANDLE 

LUCKY OR UNLUCKY OR PEACE 
DEATH OR CONFUS ION 

= BLOODSHED 

CANDLES :  GREEN - RED - BLACK - PURPLE 

and peace . Black candles are confus-
ion .  
(Red candles are what? ) 
Blood shed . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 
157 6 : 8 . ] 
101 9 2 . A green candle is for luck 
[ usually green money ] ,  red candle is 

for luck , and a black candle is  for devilment ; a b lack and a purple candle , that 
for devilment to do anyb ody harm .  [N ew Orleans , La . , (814) , 114 7 : 6 . ] 

10193 . [They ] burn dem candles an ' call yuh name . An '  what chure name , yuh 
got  yore mind on dem,  i f  dey done done somp in tuh yuh . Yuh undahs tan ' ,  j is '  who 
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YOU HAVE IN MIND SOMEONE WHO WRONGED YOU 
CALL THE NAME - BURN CANDLE 2 1 / 2  HOURS 

is done done somep in tuh yuh , an ' 
dey want chew tuh git dat , dey ' ll 
burn dem candles about two hour s an ' 
a half , an ' call yuh name , an ' yuh 

done forgot evahthin ' what chew evah had 
(What kind of candles do you burn? ) 

said . 

Dese five cent candle s ,  j i s '  about dat high .  [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , (525) , 
6 29 : 4 . ] 

1019 4 . [Informan t has a good Pi te here but fai ls to exp lain it. ] 
Write that name down and put a gl as s o f  water - write that name down over a 

glas s o f  water nine t imes . Then put that glas s o f  water be fore dat , put the • • •  
Now , I take and I put tha t glas s o f  water there over that p aper and take three 

9 TIMES WRITE LAW ' S NAME - PUT UNDER GLAS S 
OF WATER - TAKE 3 SWALLOWS 3 TIMES EACH DAY 
FOR 3 DAYS - YOU ARE DRINKING WITH THE LAW 
REMOVE GLAS S - BLUE CANDLE ON LAW ' S NAME 
BURN BLUE CANDLE SYMBOLIZING LAW ' S UNIFORM 
LAW NEVER BOTHERS HIM WITH WHOM HE DRINKS 

swallows out of that glas s o f  water 
nine mornings [see correction lat
er . ]  
(Drink that water for nine morn
ings . )  
For nine mornings take three swal
lows out o f  that glass of water -
I mean for three mornings .  You 

take nine swallows out o f  that glass three mornings .  Do that for three morn ings . 
Den af ter you do dat for three mornings ,  get you a blue candle and let it burn 
right over dat man name . Don ' t you worry about him .  

(After you burn that candle over h i s  name . )  
[ I  am merely making a comment to mysel f . ]  
What ?  
(I  say , all right , g o  ahead . )  
Well , you j us t  - l ike I explain . Like you burning that candle over his name , 

perhap s you don ' t want the man - you don ' t wanta see him .  You drink three swal
lows o f  water out o f  there for three days ! ! !  That keep him away . See you dr ink 
three swallows each three time a day , twice in the day , and three [ the third ] at 
ni ght . That ' ll be nine swallows . You take those glasses  of water . Then you • • •  
see , like you agreein ' with him ,  see you dr inkin ' with him.  Then , you put your 
candle there and let it burn . Set that candle there and let i t  b urn there . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , he can ' t come there . 
( The law can ' t come there? ) 
Yes . 
(You write the policeman ' s  name down on that p iece o f  p aper . )  
Shore . 
(Well , how do you burn that candle? Do you put the candle down in the glas s 

to burn ? ) 
[ The shaky answer i s  accord ing t o  my following comment . ]  
(You take the glass away and put the candle on the name ? ) 

That ' s  what you do . 
(Long as that candle burns , i t  keep s him away? ) 
Shoh , he keep s away , too . [ Vicksburg , Mi s s . ,  ( 7 2 6 ) , 9 98 : 4 . ] 
1 019 5 . Three candles are burned : white , green and p ink . While burning them 

keep saying , "To keep the l aw away . "  Be fore you do th i s  hang a red apple over 

3 CANDLES BURNED : WHITE - GREEN - PINK 
'WIIILE LIGHTING SAY "TO KEEP LAW AWAY11 

BEFORE THIS HANG RED ONION OVER DOOR 

the door . [ Red apple or red onion the 
meaning is the same , customer s ,  as 
material somewhere in HOODOO explains . ]  
[Memphis , Tenn • •  (971) . 1571 : 2 . ] 
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10196 . Dey burn dose an ' den dey read de Bible . 
(How do yo u do that? ) 
Dey j es '  sets  ' em  all round , but one will do . 
(One candle . )  
Yes , one will do . Set it  in de room an ' den yo ' git chure B ible an ' yo ' read 

a vers e ,  de firs ' verse dat chew [ s ee when you ]  open de Bible . Den yo ' read dat . 
(And what color candle do you 
us e? ) 

ONE OR MORE RED CANDLES L I GHT IN ROOM 
OPEN BIBLE AT RANDOM - READ FIRST VERSE SEEN 

DO THI S FOR LUCK - ESPECIALLY IN BUSINES S  

Well , yo ' kin git d e  r e d  candle . 
(What i s  that s upposed to do 
then? ) 
Yo ' burn it  fa ' luck . 
(What kind o f  luck? ) 

Well , luck in anything come in , 
any kind of  bus iness yo ' got , dat 

yo ' wanted tuh increas e .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1004) , 1 6 20 : 2 . ] 

3 INGREDIENTS : SUGAR - CINNAMON - SALTPETER 
ABOUT CANDLE BURNING IN CENTER OF SAUCER - LUCK 

wit chure s altpetah an ' s ome cinnamon an ' s ugar . 
(Where do you put thes e ingredients ? ) 

10197 . Yo ' kin take candles 
if yo ' want luck in yore hous e . 
Yo ' kin take it an ' burn it , 
burn it at de length o f  time , 
Dat will bring yuh luck . 

In a s aucer an '  den put chure candle on top o f  it . [Or fix candle 
and ingredients around it . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 558) , 2835 : 4 . ] 

in center 

( 4 ) . CANDLES AND SAINTS 

FOR HOODOO BELIEVERS SAINTS CAN BE USED FOR EVIL 

10198 . (And what - would I 
go  to a part icular s aint to 
have it done? ) 
Yeah , you go to  a s aint . 
(What s aint would I go to to 
get that done , I wonder? ) 
I t ' s a church back at - o n  

Malfonmain and Dorbonny , you s ee . And the s aints a l l  up on the p lace - it ' s  a 
great b ig - made like - that ' s  a Catholic church - like a altar . With all dif
ferent s aints . And every s aint there is a man [ or mean ] but it do things evil 
or  good . 

(Where i s  this place? ) 
Mal fonmain and Dorbonny . 
( I t ' s  a spiritualis t p lace , probab ly? ) 
No , it supp osed to b e  Catholic . 
( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 821 ) , 1 1 85 : 4 . ] 
10199 . A candle for luck and s ucces s yo u burn to St . Peter . He hold de key 

in his hand . All r ight dat opens . They call that open the way fop you , yo u s ee .  

ST . PETER - ST . RAYMOND - ST . MICHAEL 
BURN CANDLES AT : 6 A . M .  - 12  NOON - 6 P . M .  

S t . Raymond that ' s  money . You burn 
to him and he keeps you with a 
piece o f  money ; and you got to  give 
him a p iece of money , and he keeps 

you with a p iece of  money . That ' s  the way that is . 
(Do you know any other s aints ?  S t . Micahel? Any other s aints they burn 
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candles to? ) 
Yes , S t . Micahel . They b urns to S t .  Peter , S t .  Raymond and S t . Anthony . 
(What do they b urn to S t .  Anthony for? ) 

396 7 

They b urn to S t . Anthony for t o  bring people b ack , mens b ack to - women b ack 
when they done qui t .  You make a wish and b urn that ligh t  t o  him. Go t o  the 
church anywhere and l i ght a l i ght , if you don ' t have the sa int at the hous e . If 
you have had the saint blest and put at your home and you pray s  t o  it three time s 
a day , that ' s to bring anybody b ack to you what done left you . 

(Do you mean three t imes one after the o ther , or? ) 
Three t imes a day , twelve - say s ix in morning , twelve in the day , and s ix in 

the evening . That ' s three t imes , you pray to this saint . And have your light 
b urning . I t ' ll - in nine days you see an improvement . [New Orleans , La . , ( 798) , 
1115 : 5 . ] 

10200 . S t . Raymond , he ' s fo ' tuh git chew j ob s  an ' keep yo ' in work . 
S t . Michael is  f o ' p eace . 
De  Virgin Mary is  tuh put bread in yore house , keep bread in yore house all 

de t ime . 
An ' yo ' use S t . Michael ag ' in fo ' furniture dealers an ' all . Lak ah owe yo ' 

fo ' furniture an ' all lak dat an ' yo ' ' b out to take mah furniture ' way from me . 
Yo ' s e e  yo ' set a l i ght to S t .  

ST . RAYMOND FOR JOB - VIRGIN MARY FOR BREAD Michael , an ' yo ' give him a 
ST . MICHAEL - FURNITURE DEALERS - GREEN CANDLE green light , one right behin ' 

one ' nothah fo ' ' b out eight 
days or nine day s . See . An ' that ' ll caus e yo ' tuh have - yo ' know whut ah 
mean - give me a chance tuh bring yo ' some [ green ]  money . [New Orleans , La . , 

( 1561) , 2 8 70 : 2 . ] 
ST . MICHAEL - AGAINST EVIL - RED CANDLE 10201 . (Tell me that again . ) 

Yes , see , if  you have a wife  and she 
wouldn ' t s t ay home , doing some evil  doings , you could pray and burn t o  St . 
Michael a red candle .  Wel l , they say , that would b e  good to s t op ' em, to change 
' em , b ut I • • • •  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 35) , 1257 : 3 . ] 

10202 . You do the same thing , you sprinkle the house down with holy water 
and p ut your light to your s aint , you know . Always keep a light to S t . Michael ,  

a red l i ght . 
ST . MICHAEL - RED CANDLE - HOLY WATER - FOR EVIL (A red light , why? ) 

Wel l , see , that light , that 
keeps any evil away from going into your home . [New Orleans , La . , (857) , 1 364 : 8 .] 

10203 .  S t .  Michael? Well , you 
ST. MICHAEL - BLUE CANDLE - CONQUER ENEMIES take a b lue candle and you burn t o  

S t . Michael f or h im ;  burn the can
dle to conquer your enemies . You get ahead o f  them, keep them from harming you . 
[Bew Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3) , 1196 : 6 . ] 

10204 . ( S t . Jule? S t . Jude? or S t . Jewel? ) 
S t .  Jewel , she i s  the b o s s  o f  all saint s . When every saint has turned h i s  

back o n  you , that one w i l l  work f o r  you . Y o u  a l l  set  a light to him. 
(Do you know anything about him 

ST. JEWEL? - BOSS OF ALL SAINTS - YELLOW CANDLE [ her ] about his life? ) 
I don ' t know anything about his 

life but I know you sets a yellow light to him and make your wish and you get i t .  
(His name is  "Jul" . 
(You mean Jule . )  
Yes , sir . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 7 ) , 1 364 : 9 . ] 
10205 .  They t ell me that if you wants any evil work did , get S t . Jo seph or 
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S t . Peter for anything that you want harm did , you know . I f  you want anything 
go od did , you get s  S t . Theresa . 

ST . JOSEPH - ST . PETER - ST . THERESA 
(Have you ever heard o f  S t . Expedit e? ) 
[No answer . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 8 3 ) , 
145 6 : 3 . ] 
10206 . What kin ' [ o f  work ] you do to make 

him [ thief ] b r ing it back? Now , you go to  them [ thief ] and i f  you know sure they 
got it . And you go to them , you tell them , " I f  you don ' t  want to get in troub le 

TO RECOVER STOLEN GOODS - STAND YELLOW CANDLE IN 
WHITE SAUCER - WISH - POUR IN SEVERAL DROP S OF 
WATER - WISH - WRITE THIEF ' S  NAME 9 TIMES 
3 TIMES UP - 3 TIMES DO WN  - 3 TIMES ACROSS 
NAMES - FIRS T OR LAST - WRITE ONE OVER OTHER 
FIRST 6 NAME S MAKE "X" - LAST 3 FAMILIAR " *" 
RIMLESS WHEEL WITH 6 SPOKES [SEE N0 . 5 720 ] 
FOLD PAPER ONCE INTO 3 OR 4 CORNERS ON WHICH PUT 
P INK LOVE POWDER - WI SH - SET 3 OR 4 LUMP S OF 
SUGAR ABOUT PAPER OR CANDLE - LATTER A QUINCUNX 
WISH - OR LAY S UGAR LUMPS IN FOUR CORNERS OF ROOM 
CANDLE WITHIN 4 CORNERS AL SO A QUINCUNX - WISH 
SAY TO ST . EXP EDITE OR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP : 
I 'M LEA VING THE HOUSE UP TO YOU HOPING THAT 
YOU WON ' T  LET NO ONE COME IN AND STEAL NOTHING 

and want s to  be  nice , you 
bring it back . " And if they 
don ' t  bring it back to you 
by that , well then you get 
their name . Be sur e you have 
their right name and things . 
And you go and you get you 
three loafs  [ loaves of sugar , 
3 changed to 4 later ] .  You 
would have to get a dime 
wo rth o f  loaf sugar or get 
a who le box o f  loaf sugar , 
for they sells ' em in boxes 
now . And you get that and 
yo.u get you a yellow candle 
and plain white saucer . And 
you write their name nine 

times : three times up and three times down and three times cros sways . And you 
put this name in that saucer and you make a wish . And you put your candle in 
there and you make a wish . When you pour you a couple o f  drops o f  [holy? ] water 
in there , you make a wish . And each loaf o f  sugar [ 3  here soon changed to 4 ]  you 
take and set it around that candle , you make a wish . And you light that candle , 
and they ' ll b ring your things back . 

(How many loaf s o f  sugar do you put around there? ) 
Four . 
[E ither previous 3 was a mistake or info rmant decided to  use 4 . ] 
(Four loafs  o f  sugar , I see . Why four ? ) 
Well , j us t  four . 
[ Four loaves o f  sugar with candle in center as here is our familiar quincunx 

rite . ] 
( I  see , j us t  four . Now , how do you mean , you write tho se  names three up .  

Show me how you write tho se  names . )  
You write  three thisaway , there . Three thataway • • •  
(Yes , three that way . One over the other , all right . )  
[The name , usually a s ingle one , is written one over the o ther 3 times . ]  

And then you take and you turn your paper around and you write three this 
way [ demons trates ] . 

(Acro s s  tho se  other three . )  
[This makes the letter X . ] 
Three . You write  three like this . 
(Yes , I unders tand . )  
On that p iece , on that s ide . 
(All right . Now , here ' s  the three names . Now , I turn i t  around . Do I cro s s  

that , cro s s  the three ? )  
You s ee , it ' s  this way . You write them three times , write  three thataway and 
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then you turn it around , and you wr ite three thisaway . And then you t ake and you 
wri t e  three this away , cro s s  that way . 

( Cro s s  them [each 3 ]  over at an angle . I see . ) 
Cro s s  ' em over in a angle . And then when you fold it , you fold it in an angle ;  

an d  every t ime you fold it , you fold it t o  yourself . 
[ Folding in angles means we are making triangles . ]  
( I  write three names like this , one under each o ther . Like that ? ) 
Uh huh . 
[ I  t ear p age from no t e  b ook and write names . ]  
(Here we are ,  j us t  l ike that . )  
Jus t like that . 
(I  turn this around [ the sheet of  p aper up side down ] and write the three 

names like that , right over the o ther three names? ) 
Like that , right over the o ther three names . 
( I  see . Then I turn it around again and then cro s s  it down like that ? )  
Like that , like that . 
( I  see , like you are making the let t er "N" - that way . ) 
[ I  was wrong ab out the le t t er "N" . This was b e fore I b ecame aware of the X 

and *· ] 
That away and then when you fold it , get you a p owder they [ hoodoo s tore ] got . 

They go t the p ink and they has the yellow [ later changed t o  b r own ] . You get this 
powder and you sp rinkle it in the whole four corners . [Here , ins t ead of a three
cornered p aper we are b ack at four- cornered o ne . ] You see , you have , i f  you get 
� rooms or three rooms , what ever room it is , and you get you a loaf of this 
sugar and you put a loaf in each corner of your room. [Here it is evident we 
have a quincunx . ] Well , if you go t a saint - S t .  Expedite or Mo ther of Perpetual 
Help - you put it [ p icture or small s t atue ]  there , and you say , We l l, Mother of 
?erpetua. l He lp, I ' m leaving, I 'm leaving the hous e up to you, hoping that you 
� ' t  let no orie aome in and s tea l no thing out of my hous e .  And you put the loaf 
[ loaves ] of sugar around in the corners of  the rooms , [ the p icture or statue o f  
MOther o f  Perpet ual in center o f  r o o m ]  and y o u  fas t en your house and yo u g o  away . 

(You go away . )  
And go away and leave it into [ hand s o f ]  Mo ther of  Perpetual Help . 
(What kind o f  p owder do you put around? ) 
You get them love p owders .  
(Love p owder s? ) 
Love p owders . 
(What kind o f  love p owder? )  
They go t the p ink love p owders .  And you get the loaf sugar and you put a 

loaf - one loaf - in each corner of the house [ or room i f  you are living in a 
DJaa] .  

(What o ther colors o f  love p owder s have they? They have a pink . )  
They go t a pink and they go t a b rowni sh looking love p owder . [New Or leans , 

I.a.., (845) , 129 2 : 4 . ] 

( 5 ) . CANDLE S AND THEFT 

10207 . Tuh make ' em [ thief or casual b o rrower ] b ring it back , dat ' s  a easy 
�� tuh be come , [ that ] is tuh git a b lue candle , yas s uh , an '  wr i t e  dat indi
� · al  name on dat b lue candle . An '  write dem a no t e  concernin ' whut dey t aken 
� yuh . An ' take some dragon b lood , an ' sprinkle dat not e good wit dragon ' s  
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blood , an ' put de no t e  down . An ' put chew a p iece of  John de Conkah - sp rinkle 

SCRATCH THIEF ' S  NAME ON BLUE CANDLE - STAND IT IN 
SAUCER - NEAR LAY NOTE NAMING ARTICLE AND THIEF 
SPRINKLE DRAGON ' S  BLOOD AND JOHN DE CONKAH POWDAH 
6 P . M. BURN CANDLE 10 MINUTES - TALK TO AND CUSS 
THIEF : AH MEAN FO 1 YUH TUH BRING SO-AN 1 -SO BA CK 
WITHIN LESS THAN 7 DAYS THIEF WILL RETURN ARTICLE 

some John de Conkah powdahs 
[ from hoodoo drugs tore ] on 
dis note wit dat dragon 
blood . An ' light dat candle . 
An '  light it but don ' light 
it in de mawnin ' - j e s '  burn 
i t  at night . See , burn i t  
evah night s ix ' clock an ' l e t  

i t  burn t i l l  ten minutes af t ah six . An ' whats omevah ah ' ve from yuh ah ' ll bring 
it back tuh yuh in less t ime den seven days . 

(Where do you put this no te and thi s candle? ) 
Put i t  j e s '  anywhere in a saucah or in a bowl , somep in othah , but chew kin put 

i t  anywheah roun'  in de house , up undah de dressah o r  behin ' de  bed , j es '  any
wheah j es '  sinc e it ' s  burnin ' . 

( I  mean what do you do with thi s no te . 
dle? ) 

Do you wrap this no te around the can-

No suh , yuh sp read de no t e  down in yuh saucah or yore bowl what somevah yuh 
burnin ' de candle in . Sp read it down j es '  lak i t ' s - i t  has tuh b e  a small 
p iece , yuh know , somep in lak dat [demons trates s i z e ] wit dat name wro te on i t . 
An '  sprinkle it good wit dat dragon blood , an ' den sprinkle it good wi t dat John 
de Conkah powdah - wit de name wrote on it . An ' de name is wrote on de candle 
an ' j es '  put it down dere , an ' j es '  tell me [ the thief ] say , "Now , ah mean fa ' 
yuh tuh b r ing so-an ' -so b ack tuh me an ' ah don ' t me an maybe . "  An ' j e s ' cus s  me 
an '  say , "Ah mean fa ' yuh tuh brint i t  tuh me , an ' ah don ' t mean maybe . Hurry 
up an ' bring it . "  An '  light de candle an ' j es '  be talkin ' tuh me while yo ' 
light in ' de  candle . 

(You put that candle on top of the no te? ) [Thi s i s  not a lead ing ques t ion , 
informant having already said yuh spPead de not e  down in yuh saucah. ] 

Jes ' set de candle right on t op de no te . An ' as dat candle burn , well dat 
rouse up mah [ thief ' s ] mind ab out what ah done done , an ' in less t ime den seven 
days ah b e  done b rought what somevah ah stole back tuh yuh . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 92) , 
9 2 8 : 1 . ] 

10208 . If  there ' s  something that you don ' t want 
i s , if you don ' t want it taken - for an ins tance if 

9 PIECES OF SAS SAFRAS ROOT AT EACH OUTS IDE CORNER 
OF HOUSE - UNDER HOUS E AT FIRE HEARTH [ CHIMNEY ] 
LAY OPEN BIBLE - LEAVE WHITE CANDLE BURNING NEAR 
STAND T IN P I ECE IN FRONT OF CANDLE TO HI DE LIGHT 
AT NIGHT FROM PAS SERBY - SPRINKLE SUGAR 50 FEET 
FROM HOUSE - LOCK DOOR - STAY AWAY 3 OR 4 DAYS 
NO ONE WILL ENTER OR STEAL WHILE YOU ARE ABSENT 

taken regardless of what i t  
you take , i f  you lock your 
hous e they go ing to b reak in , 
and you don ' t know how t o  do 
for to keep ' em from taking 
your things . Well , then , 
first  I would go and I would 
ge t me some sass afras [ roots 
or pieces o f  bark ] . I ' d  ge t 
s ome sas safras and I ' d  ge t 
me a knife and I ' d  trim thi s 

sassafras , see . 
[ demons trat es ] . 

I ' d  trim it and every lit tle piece that I ' d  whittle off i t  

(Every p iece that comes off , what do you do  with that ? ) 
Every p iece I trim off - I ' m  go ing t o  trim it off  unt il I get to nine p ieces , 

and every t ime I get the nine p iece s , I ' d  count the nine pieces . I ' d  ge t them 
nine p ieces and I ' m  going to put nine p ieces here [ demons trates ] .  I cut o f f  
unt il I ge t nine more pieces and I ' m  go ing t o  put  that there until I g e t  four 
t imes nine . See? Well , all right . Now , I ' m  go ing to set it on the out side of 
my door . That ' s  the corner of  my hous e and that ' s  the co rner of  my house . I ' m  
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going t o  set nine pieces there and nine pieces there , and a t  the b ack end o f  my 
hous e .  I ' m  going t o  set nine pieces . 

(You have nine pieces in each corner of the hous e . )  
In each corner of the hous e , but on the out side . Under my house , if I can get 

under there and get to where the fire part is - the fire-hearth part i s ; under 
the hous e , you know . 

(You what? ) 
Get under the hous e , underneath the hous e and get to the fire-hear th , see . 
(Oh , the chimney - the fire-hearth . )  
Yes , the chimney . I take and I put me a B ib le there . I put that Bib le there . 

I put s the B ible up under that house and I put s a candle there , and I leave that 
candle burning , s ee , and I leave the B ib le open . But I put a piece of something 
in front where nobody can ' t learn that candle ' s  burning there , you see , and 
leave it burning there . And then I come out from under that house and I locks 
my door , and as I ' m coming out I ' m  sprinkling a little sugar , you see . I sprin
kle sugar as I come out , you s ee , unt il I get at leas t fi fty feet from my hous e , 
you see . Then I won ' t  sprinkle no more sugar and I can go and stay from three or 
four days and come back . Nob ody wi ll go in that hous e , nobody never go in there . 

(What sort  o f  a candle do you burn on that chimney? ) 
I ' m  got a ordinary white candle . 
(A white candle , I s ee . )  [Here we have a quincunx , 4 corners and a double 

central po int - B ib l e  and candle . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1249 : 2 . ] 

9 .  SEX AND IMPOTENCE AGAIN 

[ If the reader is approaching thi s multi-vo lumed HOODOO archive for the firs t 
time , he o r  she mus t  be told that the present beliefs and rites ab out sex are 
.erely a continuat ion of 167 pages of similar mater ial published in volume 3 ,  
Bos . 3110- 38 30 , pp . 2 341-2509 ; material lis ted in logical s equence according to 
the Tab le of Contents for volumes 5 ,  4 and 3 .  The material now following could 
not be so conveniently arranged , though it does have a certain amount of alpha
betical order and o ther cont inuity . I am dividing thi s s ect ion into two part s : 
(1) COMPLETE RITES and ( 2 )  CONDENSED RITES , these lat ter s omet imes a reference 
only . 1 

( 1) . COMPLETE RITES 

10209 . I hear ' d  about a woman taking a man ' s na ture sure ' nough . Af ter she 
�tr ' ate two days , she ' ll take o f f  dat piece , put dat piece down dere an ' put 

.WOD - MENS TRUAL AFTER 2 DAYS - SHE SOAKS CLOTH 
� YATER - THEN WASHES IN THIS WATER A NEW LINEN 
..sDIERCHIEF USED FOR WIPING MAN - POUR THESE 
� WATERS INTO BOTTLE - LAY IT AT LOW TIDE 
1IUEil TO CARRY BACK AND FORTH - HE 'S IN FOR LIFE 
CALL THI S  A ROCKED-IN- THE- CRADLE-OF- THE-DEEP RITE 

it j e s '  in dat water and soak 
it . She takes a new linen 
han ' ke ' ch ' e f and wash it . 
(A new red handkerchief . )  
No , linen . Linen , so it get 
s o f t . When he discharge , she 
ketch it on the ban ' ke' ch' ef .  
All r i ght . She get bolt of 

� nov and she put i t  in dat water to s o ak it , and she wr ing it out . ADd vring 
� dirty p iece out and pour it in a b o t tle , and go down at lov water , lov tide , 
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and when the tide i s  out , and put i t  in dere . When dat tide come in , she [ tide ] 
carries it with her , and the tide carry it out . No matter how many years , he ' s  
in for l ife . He ' s  gone dere . 

( I s  there any way he can get that off  o f  him? ) [There is no answer . I t  may 
have been lost . ] [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 451 : 4 . ] 

10210 . Ah heard dat if a man i s  tied up by his wife an ' can ' t git no nature 
fa ' no othah woman , den he takes an ' gits him a bottle of Hearts Co logne . An '  

MAN TIED BY WI FE CURES SELF BY RUBBING ON IT 
HEARTS COLOGNE - ANOTHER WOMAN ' S  MENSTRUAL BLOOD 

when he gits dat bottle o f  
Hearts Co logne , he ' ll g o  to 
where dere ' s  ano thah woman 
dat ' s  havin ' her periods .  

An '  he take dat Hearts Co logne an ' 
dat dere Hearts Co logne an ' put i t  
i t  out . An '  h e  takes dat den , dat 

he - aftah de cloth is dried hard , he take 
on dere , an ' git it dissolved good an ' squeeze 
solution , an ' bathe himsel f with it . 

(Bathe h i s  tool? ) 
Yessuh , an ' dat gives him a nature f a '  ano thah woman . nat ' s  whut ah heard . 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1412 ) , 2536 : 6 . ]  
10211 . Well , yo ' take one of  ' er so cks , 

fin '  dit , or eithah her menst ' ration clo th . 
j es '  one o f  ' er s tockin ' s ,  if yo ' kin 

MAN UNABLE TO HAVE OTHER WOMEN BECAUSE WIFE 
BY SPELL MADE HIM IMPOTENT FOR THEM - LET 
HIM SOAK WIFE ' S  MENSTRUAL CLOTH 9 DAYS IN 
RAIN WATER TO RES TORE NATURE FOR OTHER WOMEN 

Well ma s '  people take de menst ' ration 
cloth an ' take a quart j ah see , an ' 
ketch [ rain] watah . Jes ' set yore 
quar t j ah out in d e  yard when it 
rains an ' let it run full of watah 
[ s ee comment later ] an ' take dat 
mens t ' rat ion cloth an ' put it down 

in dere [ the rain water ] an ' keep it [ in the rain water ] for nine days . An ' aftah 
de ninth day she be - well , she ' ll go crazy for you . 

(Well , that breaks the spell , she had him tied up , when she tie s  up your [a 
man ' s ]  nature . ) 

Yes sir . [ First an emp ty quart j ar set out in the yard during a rain is no t 
going to fill up with water , desp ite the hoodoo powers of  my informant . Finally : 
i f  a woman ties up a man , takes away his nature for all women except her , the 
present rite restores his nature complet ely . ]  [ Rain water , l ike running water , 
i s  a magic sub s tance : s ee No . l4 31 , p . 4 6 7 , v . l ; etc . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 84 2 ) , 
12 7 8 : 4 . ] 

10212 . Tuh separate ' em.  Yo ' take dis man when he deal wit yo ' .  Yo ' wanta 
b reak dem [man and o ther woman ] up . Yo ' take dis man when he deals wit yo ' an ' 

TAKE BED TOWEL YOU [WOMAN ] AND MAN USED - TO HIS 
OTHER WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - MIX BLUEING AND INK - POUR 
ON TOWEL - BURY AT HER STEP - DAT ' LL BREAK IT UP 

yo ' take dat towel dat yo ' an ' 
him uses , s ee .  An ' yo ' take 
dis towel tuh dis woman ' s  
house - i f  yo ' kin locate where 
she l ive at - dis woman he ' s  

runnin' roun ' wit . Den yo ' bury dis towel down right at her do ' step , where she 
have tuh come out at . Yo ' bury dat towel dere an '  den yo ' take some bluein ' -
Purity B luein ' ,  see . S ee ,  yo ' takes bluein ' an ' ink an ' mix i t  up comb ined . Yo ' 
kin j is '  sprinkle dat towel , on dere , an ' den yo ' bury dat towel right up undah
neath whah she have tuh walk at . Dat ' ll b reak it up . Dat b reak it up , too . 

SHE MEASURES SLEEP ING MAN WITH STRING OR RIBBON 
T IES ABOUT LEG [ 1  KNOT ] OR WEARS IN PURSE OR 
KEEP S IN PILLOW - DANGEROUS - HE WILL HURT HER 

[Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 36 ) , 1514 : 1 3 .] 
1021 3 .  She kin measure him if 
she wanta with a string or with 
ribbon when he goes tuh sleep . 
She kin tie that roun ' her laig 

or she kin put it in her pocketbook or in her pillow an ' she kin control him ,  but 
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that will lead t o  accidents in d e  long run . He ' ll hurt her . [ Little Rock , Ark . , 
(887) , 146 3 : 1 0 . ] 

10214 . I hear dat she could take a strand 
this is a little bad - put it down an ' [while 

WOMAN MEASURED SLEEPING MAN WITH ONE OF HIS 
HEAD HAIRS - WORE IT IN SACK - IN HER ARMPIT 

couldn ' t  do nuthin to no other woman but her . 

SHE MEASURES �AN - TAKES HIS PUBIC HAIR 
MEASURE AND HAIR IN BAG - WEARS BETWEEN LEGS 

of h�h out o f  a b oy ' s head an ' -
he is asleep ] measure hisself [ she 
measures his penis with his hair ] . 
An '  she took that hah an ' put it 
in a bag , an ' put it up under huh 
ahm where she sweat at , an ' he 
[ Baltimore , Md . , ( 154 ) , 61 : 1+85 . ] 
10215 . After she measures that 
[man ' s penis ] ,  she gets some of 
your [man ' s pub ic ]  hair , mixes 
that together , puts it in a lit tle 

bag and wears it between her legs down here , and thereon he ' s  her man .  [ Freder
icksburg , Va . , by Ed iphone . ]  

BOTTLE - MEASUREMENT OF MAN WORN IN 10216 . Or , dey say , if yo ' take de measure 
of him down b elow an ' wear it in a bot tle 

on yo ' ,  dat will stop him .  He cain ' t go wit anyone else . 
( In a small bottle . ) [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1525 ) , 2 7 2 3 : 18 . ] 
10217 . Wal , she measure him dere . She takes dat length an ' she measure him 

lak dat an '  she takes yore hair an ' b egin dat thing about dat . She takes de 

WHILE HE SLEEPS - SHE MEASURES HIS LEFT HAND 
FROM SECOND JOINT OF MIDDLE FINGER TO WRISTBONE 
ON THIS MEASURING STRING SHE PUTS HEARTS COLOGNE 
AFTER SHE RUBS THAT ON HIM - OTHER WOMEN USELESS 
HARE SUBSTITUTE MEASUREMENT BASED ON SIZE BELIEFS 

string an ' takes dat measure 
of dat [ d emonstrates a hand ] . 
(Of the hand ? ) 
Dis one [ demonstrates ] . 
(The left  hand? ) 
Dat ' s  right [ informant contin
ues to demonstrate , I describ e  
act ions ] .  
(And she measures the middle 

finger • • • •  from the end of the middle finger , right up over the hand j oining to 
the wrist . And from the second j oint of the middle finger down to that bone • • • •  ) 
[Bone = wr ist bone , see later . ] 

She takes dat den ,  takes dat little cot ton str ing an ' holds it an' wrap s  it . 
Takes dat hearts [Hearts Cologne ] an ' put it on it , an ' ever ' time dat she messes 
vit chew , yo ' see , she take it an ' put her han ' lak dat . An '  when she git through 
she rub dat on yo ' .  Dere ' s  no other woman dat chew kin bother wit .  

(She rubs that string on herself after • • • •  ) 
Zackly . 
(But how could she measure a man? Would he let  her measure him that way? ) 
Dat ' s  de length of  his • • • •  [ informant demonstrates ] . 
(Oh ! I see , she has to measure his hand - he ' s  asleep - so he won ' t know it . )  
She kin do it if  he ain ' t wise , ain ' t go t no sense . She could [ say] , "Let ' s  

see ho '  long yo ' finger - long as mine . "  Jes ' lak dat . See , dat ' s  de way dey 
se� it • • • •  [ informant demonstrates again while I comment ] .  

(They measure the middle finger of  the left hand , the second knuckle from the 
� dawn to that protruding b one right by the wr ist j oint . )  [Here a woman afraid 
tD .easure a man , subst itutes a left-hand measurement supposed to indicate his 
size! ] [ St . Petersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 84 : 11 . ] 

10218 . Ah ' ve heard dat if  a man wanted to ketch his wife , why he would be 
wl� her an '  he would take a han ' kerchief an ' ketch de discharge from her , an ' git 
a piece of her hair , an ' he would put it in a cloth wit dat discharge an' dry it ; 
t.£ he vou1d wrap dis hair in wit dat an ' wear it . An '  if she have connec tion 
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wit a man why he would swell so he couldn ' t  git 

MAN CATCHES WOMAN ' S  DISCHARGE IN HANDKERCHIEF 
WRAPS IT UP WITH P IECE OF  HER HAIR - DRIES 
WEARS - CAUSES PENIS CAPTIVUS WITH ANOTHER MAN 

out of her , an ' dat would cause 
de husb an ' tuh ketch her . 
(Then he would use the hair from 
her head . ) [ The discharge here 
is not menstrual blood but the 
sub s tance formerly thought to 

resemble man ' s s emen and to cooperate with it  in the product ion of life . Folk
lore knew no thing about a woman ' s  ova or eggs . Elsewhere I have called her dis
aharge " female s emen" in accordance with folk belief - No . 3 196 , p . 2359 , v . 3 . ] 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 24 9 3 : 1 . ] 

10219 . S ay ,  now a woman and she has a husb and , and she doesn ' t  want him to 
have anything to do with any other woman in the s ex line . She goes to  the s tore 

MAN ' S  NEW HANDKERCHIEF - SHE USE S ON HIM 
BURIES IN JAR IN FRONT OF STEPS HE MUST USE 
THI S  MAKES HIM IMPOTENT FOR OTHER WOMEN 
HE CAN TURN SPELL ON HER BY REVERSING BOTTLE 

and she buys a br and-new b ig 
[white]  pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef . 
(What kind of  a pocket handker
chie f? ) 
A brand-new white pocket han ' ke ' 
ch ' e f .  She takes that back home 

to the bed and tonight she fool with him . She will use that to wipe him on , don ' t 
cha know . And she won ' t use that on her s el f .  All r ight . She wait unt il he ' s  
gone and then she ' ll take that and she bury it  in a small j ar ,  don ' t cha know , 
right in front of  the s teps where he ' ll have to walk over that whensomever he 
comes . He kin go wherever he wants and b e  with whoever he wants  to , but he can ' t 
have nothing to do with ' em.  

(Well , suppos e  a man did  that [ to a woman ] ? )  
That j us t  revers ing it . Revers ed it . When she bury i t , she ' ll bury it  on 

the bottom [ o f  j ar ] . He ' ll take it and bury i t  on de top , on end [ turn it ups ide 
down so that handkerchief will be against reversed top of j ar ] . 

(Well , how do you mean she buries i t  on the bottom - bottom of  what ? )  
Bo t tom o f  t he j ar .  Put i t  in the j ar ,  s ee , and she got t a  s et the j ar down 

and bury it . Well , he ' ll go there , why he j u s t  t ake i t  and put i t  outs ide of 
that , the way she had - ups ide down , the bottle up . 

( I  s ee ,  tha t fixes her , s ees that she can ' t get away . )  
I mean that she can ' t get away . See , the only way she kin get away is when 

the top ro t s  off  and the rag ro t s  up . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 14 ) , 600 : 1 ,  from 
Doator Glover , for whom see head o f  graveboard rocking in answer , p . 2 25 8 f . , v . 3 . ] 

BURDOCK USED IN  RESTORING MAN 1 S NATURE 
10220 . Burdock is a dry herb that chew 
buy . Yo ' buy it from the Hindu people 
[ someone pictured with a turb an ] also . 

An ' in taking b aths an ' usin '  olive oil  an ' things lak that , that ' s  when his 
nature will come b ack . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 88 7 ) , 14 6 3 : 11 . ] 

CICADA GREASE A CURE FOR IMPOTENCE 
10221 . Bo il a c icada in lard and greas e 
man ' s tool with it to cure a spell of  im
p otence . [ The magic here is prob ab ly be

caus e the insect s ings , then comes out of  a hard shell i t  leaves b ehind ; a symbol 
of  escape , new li fe and s inging with j oy ! ]  [Richmond , Va . ,  (415) , 366 : 1+85 . ]  

COCONUT - CUT OUT AN EYE - PARCH AND POWDER 
SHAVE HAIR FROM COCONUT - POWDER IT - RUB BOTH 
ON WOMAN - SHE IMPOTENT FOR ANY OTHER MAN 

10222 . De coconut s ,  dey go t 
some of  ' em two an ' three holes 
[ eyes ] in ' em.  Yo ' take yore  
kni fe an ' cut dat top  [ round 
b lack spot or eye ] outa dat 

hole b e fo '  yo ' ,  git to dat watah [or mi lk  ins ide coconut ] .  Yo ' t ake dat top 
[ eye ] yo ' cut outa dere , an ' let dat dry . Den yo ' take dat an ' yo ' dry it . Yo ' 
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dry it . Aftah yo ' dry it  yo ' burn it  into a coal [ b y  burning ] an ' yo ' ground 
[ gr ind ] it up . Den yo ' take de hair , yo ' shave all de hair o f f  dat coconut , an ' 
mix dat [hair and eye powder ] together . An '  yo ' kin take dat in yore pocket an ' 
i f  yo ' got a woman , well when yo ' use dat wit her , she cain ' t have nobody . Yo ' 
take dat [ coconut ] hair an ' yo ' rub it in yore han ' an ' yo ' r ub it on her , an ' 
she cain ' t have nobody . [ She is impotent for all men by you . ] If anybody [ any 
man approach ] her dey heart gonna fall . 

(You j ust  have this hair . All you use is  this hair from the coconut? ) 
De hair an ' qe top [ ground-up eye ] of it . Yo ' know whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout , 

whut chew cut out , de ho le where de [ coconut ] milk is got ta come outa dere . Well 
ah use dat wit de hair toge�her . See , ah take dat an ' when dat gits dry , well 
ah ' ll parch dat all up together wit de hair an ' makes a ashes out of it . Dat de 
same as a powder . [New Or leans , La . , ( 1574) , 2897 : 1 . ] 

1 0 2 2 3 . Take a dishrag . If yo ' wanta man to mes s  wit nobody but chew, j es '  
take a dishrag an ' have intercourse an ' dry on dat dishrag , an ' take it an ' put 

it  - keep it somewhere yo ' know. 
MAN WIPED WITH DISHRAG CANNOT HAVE OTHER WOMAN An ' when he s tart to mess wit 

someone else he ' ll fall j es '  lak 
a dishrag . He can ' t mess wit no one . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1093) , 1763 : 8 . ] 

10224 . Yo ' take a dishcloth . 
SHE WIPES HIM WITH DISHCLOTH - KEEPS OVER DOOR An ' when yo ' have connection wit 

him , yo ' wipe him wit dat cloth 
an ' put it ovah de front of de fo ' . An '  den he can ' t leave [or  have ] nobody 
aftah dat . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1378) , 2447 : 14 . ] 

102 2 5 . Yo ' go take it - de dishrag - yes s ir , an ' let him wipe wit it , but 
don ' t chew wipe wit it . An ' take it to a ironing bo ' d  an ' iron it - out stiff -

an ' chunk it  in a crack up ovah 
IRON DISHRAG STIFF - HIDE IN CRACK OVER DOOR de do ' .  An ' it will make him 

fall every t ime he go to have 
somepin tuh do with somebody ' cept yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1081) , 1751 : 4. ]  

10226 . If he has an inter-
WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH DISHRAG - BURIES IN FIREPLACE co ' se wit his wife , she 

takes a dishrag an ' cleans 
him o f f  an ' takes an ' bury it in de f iahp lace ;  takes an ' bury it while it ' s  damp 
any p lace , an ' he can ' t have no interco ' se wit no o thah woman but her . [ Fayette

WOMAN BURIES DISHRAG AT EAST CORNER OF HOUSE 
ville , N .  Car . , (1402) , 2523 : 14 . ] 
1 0 2 2 7 . A woman kin go to her 
kitchen an ' git de dishrag an ' 

let him wipe wit it . Take dis 
east corners ]  of de house , an ' 
[ unab le t o  keep appointment ] .  

dishrag an ' bury it  in de east corner [one of the 
if he go to o ther woman in dis town ,  be back out 
[ Fayet teville , N. Car . , ( 1407) , 2530 : 8 . ] 

SHE HANDS HIM DISHRAG TO USE - LATER SHE PUTS IT 
IN MIDDLE OF MATTRESS  - MAKING A QUINCUNX - AND 
SLEEP S ON IT - HE CANNOT MESS WITH OTHER WOMEN 

10228 . Jes ' hia an' her could 
mat e  together . She would take 
de dishrag an '  give it to him 
an ' let him use it , an '  take 
it an ' put it in de middle of 

her mattress an ' sleep on it ever ' night . Dat will keep him from messin ' wit any 
othah woman . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346) , 2328 : 10 . ] 

10229 . L ike you havin ' to do with ' er an ' she ' ll take a dishcloth an ' she ' ll 
wipe you with de dishc lo th .  An ' she ' ll take dat dishcloth an '  she ' ll care it 
an '  put it under her bed or under her p illah , see , an ' yo ' couldn ' t  mess with a 
woman to save your lif e .  I f  dat man [ o r  you ]  go t sense now , h e  kin git r id o f  
dat . Why , h e  go , if  h e  wan ' a git r id o f  it , he ' ll g o  an ' steal • • • o r  yo ' g o  [ to ]  
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s omebody house an ' yo ' s teal de dishcloth , see . You go [ got to ] have sumpin to 

SHE WIPES MAN WITH DISHCLOTH - KEEPS  IN BED OR PILLOW 
HE CAN HAVE NO OTHER WOMAN - AS CURE HE STEAL S 
A DISHCLOTH - USES ON HER - FOLDS - WEARS OR HIDES 

do with her , or any other 
woman , an ' you ' ll wipe 
with dat dishcloth . An '  
yo ' take dat dishcloth 
an ' fold it  right tight . 

An '  he kin wear i t  with him or put i t  somewhere where nobody but him can reach 
it but him . An '  she can ' t do nuthin with nobody but you . [Wilmington , N. Car . , 
( 2 2 8 ) , 147 : 3+85 . ]  

10230 . (To ge t your wi fe b ack? ) 
Yes s ir .  
(How do you d o  that ? )  
You j us t  go out there to them 

o f  her s t ocking or the heel , and 
front s t eps and you kin take a piece o f  her toe 
she [not ] go ing to  pass over that . She - all 

CLOTHES : STOCKINGS - BLOOMER - PIECES UNDER STEP 
MAN CANNOT ENTER HOUSE - SHE CANNOT LEAVE IT 

you go tta  do is  to git i t  down 
in de ground under them s teps , 
de toe o f  her s tocking or de 
heel , or a piece out of  her 

b loomers , out of de seat of them. Put it down 
it , and i f  a man comes there , he won ' t come up 
and call her and they ' ll stand there and talk . 
s tore , she send him. She ain ' t going to go out 
( 75 6 ) , 1037 : 1 . ] 

in there under them s teps and bury 
them steps . He come there and -

And i f  she want anything at de 
of there . [ Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  

10231 . Ah hear ' d  dere wuz a lady once taken a girl ' s  dress an ' taken d e  front 
o f  it  out , an ' torn de front o f  it out so she ' d  be [weak ] in de front [ o f  her 

DRESS  - FRONT TORN OUT - CAUSES IMPOTENCE 
body ] . She takes dis piece of de 
dress  an ' b uries it , buries it right 
where it would have chills an ' 

things an ' she wun ' t [wouldn ' t ]  have no natUPe fo ' no man . 
(Did she tear the dress  out? ) 
Dey [ she ] to ' [ tore ] d e  front of  it  out . 
(The whole front o f  i t  out . )  [ Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1402 ) , 2 5 24 : 1 . ] 
10232 . De only thing dat ah heard , whe ther dey tried it  on dem or no t ,  dey 

s ay i f  a woman want s to keep a man home , she kin take her drawers , yo ' know , an ' 

WOMAN GIVES MAN TEA FROM HER DRAWERS 
YO ' [HE ] KIN GO OUT [LOOKING FOR A WOMAN ] 
BUT CHEW [HE ] AIN 'T GOIN ' BE NO GOOD OUT 

boil i t .  Make a tea out o f  it  an ' 
g ive i t  to him. An '  he kin go out 
dere . Any place dey give dem tea , 
l ike i f  yo ' be  done eatin ' in a p lace 
an ' dey f ix chew tea an ' dey kin po ' 

i t  in yore tea.  An ' yo ' kin drink dat a couple of  mawnin ' s - three or fo ' mawn
in ' s  - an ' yo ' kin go out but chew ain ' t  goin ' b e  no good out . Yo ' j es '  b e  out 
dere , it ain ' t a thing yo ' kin do out dere . [ S t . Pe tersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 9 6 ) , 

EAVES - BURY UNDER - CLOTH WOMAN USES ON MAN 
16 12 : 7 . ] 
10233 . He use de cloth , yo ' know , 
an ' yo ' [woman ] b ury i t  right down 

- in [ under ]  de eave [eaves ] where de rain wash o f f  de house , an ' dat will conkah 
dem [man ] . Dat makes him s tay home [keep him away from other women ] .  

(The cloth with which the woman has wiped the man? ) 
Yea , dat ' s  right . Dat ' s  it . Bury dat right down ' neath de house . Dat ' s  

good . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 6 ) , 2 9 7 7 : 1 3 . ] 
10234 . Dis aig - yo ' take an ' b uy yo ' a b o t t le o f  gingerale , an ' b reak de 

aig into a glas s an ' po ' de gingerale on top of  it , an ' s t ir it  up like yo ' 
making milk-shake , yo ' know, an ' drink i t .  Dat brings i t  [ sexual potency ] back . 
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EGG - RAW - MIX WITH BOTTLE O F  GINGERALE 
DRINK 3 TIMES DAILY - CURES SEXUAL IMPOTENCY 

Do dat three t imes a day . 
( That b rings your nature back? ) 
Yes . 
(Drink that three t imes a day and 

i t  wi ll bring your nature back . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1007 ) , 1628 : 1 1 . ] 
10235 . Yo ' kin take a b lack hen ' s aig an ' take a wet new cloth an '  wipe dat 

aig ,  an ' ba l l  dat cloth up an ' sew it in de pillah , an ' dey said dat man can ' t 
go wit anothah woman to save his life ; an ' i f  he do , he can ' t  come to save his 

EGG OF BLACK HEN - WIPE WITH WET NEW CLOTH 
BALL UP CLOTH AND SEW UP IN MAN '  S PILLOW 
HE CAN ' T  GO WITH ANOTHER WOMAN - CAN ' T  COME 

evah night . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1266) , 2146 : 9 . ] 

life . Ah seen a man fixed fo ' dat 
last week . 
(You mean sew that up in his pil
low? ) 
In his pillah whut he sleep on 

102 3 6 . There ' s  a root  called the " sang" root , you kin put it in a • • • •  
( Called what root? ) 
Called the " sang . "  
( Sang? ) 
Sang roo t . You put i t  in a - i t ' s  got a lit t l e  prong up on i t .  It ' s  kind 

of - i t ' s  nothin ' but a root but i t ' s  got a little prong at the top . Put that 
in what they cal l holy oil  with the little prong s tanding up . And it ' s  called 

ERECTUS ROOT - OR SANG ROOT - OR GINSENG ROOT 
IT 'S A LITTLE RED - BUNCH AT BOTTOM - PRONG AT TOP 
KEEP IN BOTTLE OF HOLY OIL - PRONG STANDING UP 
MAN ANOINTS BODY WITH - WOMAN CAN OFFER IT TO MAN 

" erectus" root . It ' s  a 
litt le red . 
(What do you call it ? )  
Called " erex" [" erectus" ] 
root . And keep it [ root ] 
up in that s tuff [ holy oil ] 

and put it in there with i t , so he kin ' noint his body . Let it d ie with it . 
' Co ' se [of  course ] i f  you [ a  woman ] go with any man , like dat , why yo ' kin j us t  
offer i t  to him and he ' ll fall for you and he ' ll have • • • •  [word "erection" prob
ab ly not in informant ' s  vocabulary ] .  

(Now that " sang" root , do you mean ginseng root? ) 
I t ' s  the same . We always j us t  call it j us t  " S ang" root . 
( Sang root? ) 
I t ' s  a lit t le ole bunch at the bottom ,  nothing but a root at the bottom, but 

it got a little prong at the top . 
( I  see . ) [At one t ime there was a fair amount of trade in specially shaped 

ginseng roots ,  shaped like the parts of the human b ody that were ailiDg - the 
present part for example - especially in the old China trade . ] [Vicksburg , 
Miss . , ( 75 5 ) , 1 0 3 2 : 11 . ] 

10237 . He wus a married man , she wanted him .  All right . She gpes to this 
here ole lady , this ole lady in Chattanooga , Tenn . , called Aunt Dinah. Eberbody 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - MEASUREMENT OF MAN BY WOMAN 
BURIED IN 2 DAYS - ON ORDERS OF  AUNT DINAH 
THEN WRAPPED WITH STANDING-UP NEEDLES IN 
RED FLANNEL - IN TICK ON MAN ' S S IDE OF BED 

in Chattanooga - you can call her 
name from here and eberbody - you 
can as t de co ' thouse about her , 
j es '  as t anybody. Jes ' call de 
co ' tenhouse [because her special
ity was court cases ] and ast any

thing about Aunt Dinah , an ' you ' ll 
She goes to Aunt Dinah . 

git hist ' ry o f  her from right here today . 

Aunt Dinah says , "•Well , kin you go to sleep with him? " 
S he says , "Yes . "  
" Can you have dealings with him? " 
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She said , "Yes . "  
She says , "You take a string , and when you have dealings with him, " she says , 

"you measure around him . " 
When she measured this man around here , she carries that to Aunt Dinah . Aunt 

Dinah takes that and she buried it in graveyard dirt . And after she let it s tay 
in graveyard dirt two day , she told her to carry it back . She wrapped it up in 
red flannel and put old sharp needles , p o ints stickin ' straight up , and [ said ] : 

" Carry that back and sew it up in your b edtick . Put it on the side where 
he ' s  got to sleep ; and as long as that is in your tick ,  that man will stay with 
you and he ' ll quit his wife . "  [Baltimore , Md . , ( ? ) ,  4 2 : 2 . ] 

1 0238 . An ' den it ' s  anothah one , see . Dis [ first ] woman , yo ' know , loved 
dis man . Dis  man , he wuz ga in ' wit a [ second ] woman . An ' she [ firs t woman ] 

3 TIMES UP WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH NEW HANDKERCHIEF 
SEWS INTO HIS PILLOW - HE SLEEPS ON 9 NIGHTS 

THEN BURIED - MAKE S HIM IMPOTENT FOR OTHER WOMEN 

loved him yo ' know , an ' she 
wouldn ' t  do nuthin [ to s top 
him] . He would do da t .  So 
[ first woman] she says , "Well, 
he ' s  good t o  me , "  says , "but 

he goes out an ' has a big time wit othah wimmin . "  Says , "Ah ' m  gain ' s top dat . "  
Okay . Dey goes t o  b ed dat night an ' dey got connect ion together , yo ' know . 

Oh Lawd , she wus so good to him .  Oh gee ! An ' dis  an ' dat an ' so . An ' so she 
says , "Wait a minute ,  honey , ah ' ll dry yo ' . " She take a new han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' 
she dried him .  When she dry him ,  she dry him lak dis - lak dis [ demons trates 
but no t on b ody ] . 

( Upward three t imes . )  
Three times , yeah . An ' de  las t time she ' _d j es '  lak dat , yo ' s ee . Stop dat 

rag [ handkerchief ] dere . "Oh ,  baby , i t  was so good , so  nice . Oh Lawd . "  She 
stretches her lak dat . Mmmah . Dat [ semen ] caught in her han ' s ,  see . Threw it 
[ new handkerchief ] down [ on the floor ] . S o  she taken dat rag dat nex ' mawnin ' 
she takes dat rag an ' she sews it up in de pillah dere . An '  he lay on dat 
ever ' night fa ' [ until ] nine mawnin ' s . An ' de ninth mawnin ' she takes dat out 
an ' she puts it on another place . An ' from dat day on , she could go o f f  her
s elf , an ' he nevah did have chance ' nuff  to he htmself do lak dat . An ' when he 
do lak dat , it  wuz her all de  t ime . Jes ' kept together . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 00) , 2 4 59 : 1 . ] 

10239 . Keep a man from runnin ' roun ' . Well , now , yo ' kin take a woman - j es '  
lak if she got a husban ' an ' he likes tuh run roun ' , why yo ' [ she ] take dem bed 

1 KNOT TIED IN BED RAG BY WOMAN WIP ING MAN 
HIDES IT IN BED TO KEEP HIM FROM OTHER WOMEN 

Pags dey use . Why she kin j es '  
take dat an ' tie  a knot in ' em 
after yo ' [ he ]  git through with 
it , an ' j es '  keep it up in de b ed 

somewhere .· Why he can ' t run out after no other woman but dem [ her ] . [ Waycross , 
Ga . ,  (1159) , 1934 : 3 . ] 

1024 0 .  New pocket handkerchief 
her [making long roll or cylind er , 

- woman wipes man - rolls up handkerchief to 
a phallic symb ol ]  - t ies int o a hard kno t -

NEW HANDKERCHIEF - WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH 
ROLLS IT TO HER - T I E S  IN HARD KNOT - UNTIES 
FLATTENS IT OUT IN CENTER OF BEDTICK - A QUINCUNX 

unties knot - unrolls hand
kerchief - spread it out flat 
and keep s it that way under 
b edtick - in middleways o f  
b ed [ creat ing t h e  fifth o r  

center point among the four b edposts , making a quincunx] .  [Bedt ick is a spring
les s mattress filled with dried moss , leaves , cornhusks , dried grass , all sorts 
of  things . This impotence magic is my condensed transcript ion of long rite 
mis s ed by trans crib er . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 63) , 1 5 5 6 : 1 . ] 
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10241 . Measure a man . Yo '  kin take a new cord s tring . Dat ' s  whut ah heard . 
An '  take his measure d i s  way , de long ways , an ' dis  way [p rob ab ly made a s i gn 

WOMAN MEASURES SLEEPING MAN WITH STRING - TYING 
3 KNOTS TO INDICATE LENGTH AND CIRCUMFERENCE 
THI S  I S  TO MAKE HIM IMPOTENT FOR OTHER WOMEN 

with fingers ] .  
(Around . )  
Yes . An ' then yo ' tie  those  
knots . Tie  one [kno t ] in each 
end [ o f  length measurement 

s tring ] and tie de o thah two [ends o f ]  around [measurement ] , one right here j es '  
around dat way . An ' wear it  right in front o f  you ,  see . An ' dat ' ll make him 
s tay at home . [To repeat : a kno t is t ied at the end of the usually new cord held 
against the body . A second knot indicates end of the length . While second kno t 
is  held at the beginning o f  the c ircumference measurement , a third kno t in the 
same s tring will establish the end of this double measurement . Remember , measure
ment is  taken whi le man is  as leep . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (154 9 ) , 281 7 : 4 . ] 

10242 . I ' ve heard o f  ' em takin ' a handke ' chief an ' measurin ' [ a  man ' s penis ]  
so many inches , don ' choo under s t and . I don ' t know whether it ' s  six inches or  

WOMAN MEASURES MAN WITH HANDKERCHIEF 
TIES IT INTO 3 KNOTS AND BURIES  IT 

what it is . An '  they ' ll tie i t . I think , 
the handke ' chief in three kno t s , an ' they 
will b ury i t . That ' ll make that man , don ' 
choo understand leave home , That ' s  what I 

heard ' em s ay .  That ' ll make that man leave home , don ' t choo understand an ' go 
the way that they want ' em to go . They ' s  some women , don ' t choo understand , 
they - you know - they don ' t [want ] de man themselve s an ' they don ' t want choo 
to be there wid your people . An ' they ' ll do anything in the world they kin to 
break ' em up . [Richmond , Va . , ( 34 8 ) , 292 : 4 . ] 

1024 3 : Take a p iece o f  cloth , [ they ] s ay ,  an ' ketch him as leep an ' measure 
him , measure his peni s . [Knots  no t tied ] . An ' aftah she measure i t , den she 

MEASURES MAN ONCE - NO KNOT S - WEAR ABOUT WAI ST 
wear dat aroun ' her wai s t , yo ' 
see . An '  den dat ' s  tuh tie 
him up . He cain ' t have nobody 

else but her . [One cylinder later informant repeats this rite from the man ' s 
po int o f  view;  see rite following present one . ] [Algiers , L a . , ( 1 5 7 5 ) , 2 899 : 14 . ] 

10244 . Whut he could do fo ' hims el f .  Somebo dy have tuh put him wise tuh let 
him know dat she have him tied an ' den he j es '  go an ' play with her an ' yo ' see , 

MAN TAKING KNOTTED STRING FROM WOMAN CURES SELF 
den he s ay ,  "Yo '  got somp in 
aroun ' yo ' .  Yo '  don ' want dat 
o le s tring aroun ' yo ' . " An ' 

j es '  take i t  o f f  her yo ' see . Well , dat ' ll loo se him . [ This i s  informant ' s  
preceding rite 10243 from man ' s po int of  view . ] [Algiers , L a . , ( 1 5 7 5 ) , 2900 : 1 . ] 

102 4 5 . Dey s ay dat chew tie  seven kno t s  o r  nine kno t s . [ Fire in grate cracks, 
a cold rainy day . ] I t ' s  always a odd numb er . An '  tie it [ this  kno tted s tring ] 

IB MEASURING STRING TIE 7 OR 9 
OR AN UNEVEN NUMBER OF KNOTS 

around people an ' dat will cause dem to have 
disconnection [be imp o tent ] wit wimmin folks . 
[ That fire in the grate cracked all day and I 
wore a long overcoat all day whi le interviewing ! 

The ro s in in the p inewood did the cracking . ]  [Waycro s s , - Ga . , (11 5 7 ) , 1928 : 4 . ] 

MAS TIE S 9 KNOT S IN HANDKERCHIEF TO TIE UP WOMAN 
DROPS IT INTO A JAR AND PLACES IT WHERE 

SHE WILL WALK OVER IT OR UNDER IT 

1024 6 . Ah s een tie knots . 
Go o f f  an ' have intercourse 
with a woman an ' tie  kno ts 
in dat hans ' cuff to tie her 
up . 
(Just how would they do that? ) 
Well , dey take dere pocket 
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hans ' cuf f an ' de ' tie it  up , t ie nine knots  in it . Take de po cket hans ' scuff den 
an ' put it in a j ar ,  an ' put de j ar down where she kin walk ovah it or walk undah 
it , eithah one , an ' she ' ll always b e  fa ' dat person . 

(A man would do this to a woman . )  
Uhmmm. [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (102 7 ) , 1 6 7 1 : 13 . ] 
10247 . Tie knots  in a s t r ing an ' measure th e length of  a man , an ' wear it 

roun ' yo re laigs [ either leg ] an ' he can ' t have a woman . 

WOMAN WEARS 9 KNOT S IN STRING ON EITHER LEG 

WOMAN TIES 9 KNOT S IN STRING - WEARS IN SHOE 
HUSBAND CANNOT HAVE OTHER WOMEN 

(How many kno t s  would you t ie ? ) 
Nine . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 51) , 2 6 3 7 : 10 . ] 
10248 . She take an ' t ie nine 
kno t s  in a string fa ' her husban ' 
so  he couldn ' t  have connect ion 

wi t nob ody else b ut her . She take nine knots  - j es '  lak mah [ hi s ] shirt , she ' ll 
take mah [ his ] shirt see an ' t ear a string out of  it , an ' tie  nine kno t s  in dere 
an ' she wears it  in her shoe . Dat will keep him from havin ' connect ion wit any 
othah woman . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 60) , 2650 : 6 . ] 

1024 9 . S he j us '  got to ket ch ' im sleep in ' when he done been out an ' come in 
broke down [worn out ] . In the summert ime there he ' s  layin '  up there , j us '  ketcha 

SHE TAKES CIRCUMFERENCE AND LENGTH OF MAN 
TIES 9 KNOT S IN STRING - WEARS ABOUT WAIST 

piece of  string - j us '  like this -
get the s ize  o f  it . Then when she 
get it o f f , she drop this end an ' 
start s from the other one an ' make 

a knot right chere [ here ] , direct where her hand left  o f f , an ' make nine kno t s  
in it . [ The 9 knots  are strung along t he measurement , a kno t at each end . ] An ' 
take i t  an ' make nine kno t s  an ' tie  it  roun ' ' er waist . Then he - it  have a 
tendency that he can ' t raise for nobody b ut her . 

( I s  there any way you get rid o f  that ? ) 
Well , quite natchal , the string is  ga in ' to weah off  an ' break o f f , an ' he ' s  

go ing to • • • •  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 9 ) , 117 9 : 2 . ] 
10250 . What would she do to fix him up ? She would take a str ing while he is 

asleep and get the length of his privat e .  And she ' ll t i e  that string in nine 

AFTER TAKING SLEEPING MAN ' S  LENGTH 
WOMAN TIES 9 KNOT S IN MEASUREMENT 
WEARS ABOUT WAIST OR PUT S IN GROUND 

kno t s  and she ' ll wear that s t r ing around 
her waist . And when he goes on the street 
amongst  other womens ,  why his private will 
fall , it  will never raise up for no one 
but her , as long as she wears that string . 

And she don ' t have to wear the string unless she want s t o , for she can easily 
bury the string . The string will do i t s  work either on her body or in the groun� 
as long as it i s  t ied and she got the right length o f  it . It ' ll never raise up 
for no woman but her . [ New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1139 : 5 . ] 

10251 . Well , now j us '  what one [woman ] he be  with .  And the one what want s  
t o  stop him , well she ' d get her a yard of  brand-new yellow cotton [ usually called 

SHE WIPES HUSBAND WITH YARD OF  NEW YELLOW COTTON 
[UNBLEACHED OR HOMESPUN ]  - KEEPS UNDER MATTRES S 
WITH WHITE COTTON STRING SHE MEASURES PENI S - TIES 
9 KNOT S - WEARS ABOUT WAIST - OTHER WOMEN USELE S S  

homespun = unbleached cotton] 
and she ' d take an '  when they 
go t o  bed , and then they 
finish , well that ' s  what she 
use . She use [wipes him 
with]  that . And she have 

her p iece of [white co t t on ] cord and she takes the measure [ o f  hi s peni s ]  and she 
put s nine knots  in it , in each [ this one ] piece in the whit e  cotton [ cord ] . Well , 
she keep the white [yellow]  co t t on [ p iece ] up under her mattress  and the cord with 
the nine knots in it , she wears it around her wais t .  And every time , if that ' s  
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hi s wife , and h e  leave h i s  wi f e  t o  g o  t o  hi s lady friend , well  there ' s  no thing 
doing [with the other woman ] . [New Orleans , La . , ( 845 ) , 1 2 93 : 6 . ] 

1025 2 .  [This rite  comes in two p arts : ]  ( 1 )  [A woman will ] take h i s  shir t , 
fold the arms to gether , cro s s ing [ each o ther ] , put on s ide o f  bed where he sleep s  

WOMAN FOLDS ARMS O F  MAN ' S  SHIRT - KEEPS UNDER 
MATTRE S S  UNDER HIM TO HOLD HIM - MEASURES HIS 
PRIVATES - TIES AS MANY KNOTS IN THE STRING AS 
TOOL IS INCHES LONG - WEARS STRING ABOUT HER 
WAI ST TO MAKE HIM IMPOTENT FOR ALL OTHER WOMEN 

[put under mat tress ] .  [The 
folding o f  shirt arms is a sym
bol o f  dead man in a cof fin. ] 
He ' ll b e  back . ( 2 )  [ I f  he runs 
around wi th o ther woman , here is  
what she does . ]  Qui te  natural 
she kin git de measure of his 

private down dere an ' t i e  as many 
wear it aroun ' her wais t .  Dat ' ll 

kno ts  in i t  as  he [ his ] private is  long , an ' 
s t op him. [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 30 ) , 1512 : 6  & 

MAN TIES 9 KNOTS IN STRING - WEARS ABOUT WAIST 
OR ABOVE KNEECAP - TO KEEP WOMAN FROM MEN 

151 2 : 7 . ] 
10253 . Ah tell you now , the 
way ah unders t and the thing , 
it ' s  j es '  as good . Jes ' like 

yo ' have a int erco ' se wi th 
going have nobody but you . 
[ t o me only ] . 

a woman , you tie nine kno t s  in de string and she ain ' t 
I f  ah ' d  have fifty gals , ah betcha she ' d  wanta come 

(What would you do with that string after you put those nine kno t s  in it? ) 
Tie it around your waist  o r  tie i t  around your laig - right up above your 

kneecap here [ demonstrates ] . Co ' se ah ' m  dirty [ as I could see ] . You know , ah ' m  
a [ hous e ]  p ainter you s ee . Ah betcha she won ' t have ' em [ o ther men ] . 

[While machine turned off  informant says something . ]  
(Yes , and do what ? )  
You tie nine kno ts  in the s tring . 
(Ye s , but didn ' t you say you did something else with it? ) 
Yes , j es '  af ter you have interco ' se wi th a woman [you do thi s . I f  some man ] 

wanta steal your wife , do  thi s .  You tie i t  around your wais t .  Ah betcha she 
won ' t have no one else . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 24 ) , 99 2 : 1 . ] 

10254 . They s ay that i f  yo ' have a husband and he runnin ' round and yo ' 
want a s t op him from runnin ' roun ' , o f  co ' se yo ' take him , yo ' know - ah gue s s  

TO STOP HUSBAND WITH WOMEN - WIFE MEASURES PENIS 
TIES 9 KNOTS IN STRING - WEARS ABOUT HER WAI ST 

when yo ' do fami ly duties -
an ' yo ' measure him. And 
after measuring him, co ' se 

in it , de string . An ' then take d e  string an ' 
co' se he can ' t have no courage with no one but 
945 : 2 . ] 

[ o f  course ] yo ' put nine kno t s  
wear it round yore wai s t , an ' of  
chew . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 6 ) , 

10255 . Ah heard dat chew kin take a cord string dat chew buy on a package 
an' measure his private ,  an ' make nine kno t s  in it an ' wear it round yore wai s t , 
an '  he can ' t go out an ' have nobody else . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 5 ) , 2410 : 13 . ] 

KEW COTTON CLOTH - WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH 
9 KNOT S IN - HIDES IN MATTRES S  HOLE 

1025 6 . And a woman can , like she got 
a man , you know , and he is go ing to 
another woman . Well , when she have 
him, she take a brand-new piece of 

cotton [ cloth]  and catch that , see , and she put 9 kno t s  in it , an ' j es '  put a 
bole anywhere in the mat tress and j es '  s tick it in the mat tress .  [Nev Orleans . 
La • •  ( 8 5 7 ) , 1365 : 2 . ] 

1025 7 . Wel l  [ into a cloth ] you can take a man ' s stuff , and take it and .ake 
Dine knot s in it [ cloth ] and take i t  and sew i t  up in east part  of the - at 
least in the west part [of  the bed ] . And after you s ew i t  up in there . j es '  
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left [ leave ] i t  stay there . And if he ' s  sleep ing on the front part of  that b ed , 
it has a tendency to make him stay home , no t to run around . Stop him from run

9 KNOT S IN WIP ING-CLOTH HIDDEN IN MATTRE SS  
MAKES A QUINCUNX - ALSO THE MAN IMPOTENT 

ning around . 
(Where do you s ew that thing up ? 
In? How? ) 

it right in here [po int s to b ed i n  ho t el 
up in this mat tres s ,  r ight in here . 

Well , l ike this i s  - well , you put 
room where I was interviewing ] .  Sew it 

(On the wes t  s ide o f  the b ed? ) 
Yeah , toward s the eas t . 
(Oh , you s ew that on the eas t s ide of the b ed? ) 
Yeah . 
[ I  did not explore this symboli sm: eas t to r i s e  with and wes t  to set  with sun. 

For this symbolism s ee No . l0 261 . ] 
( I  s ee , in the mat t ress ? )  
In the mat t res s .  And that has a tendency to keep [him]  from running around , 

quiets  him down. [Wip ing-cloth enclo sed by 4 corners o f  b ed makes a quincunx. ] 
[New O rleans , L a . , ( 8 19) , 117 0 : 3 . ] 

10258 . Yo ' take yore towel whut chew us e in interco ' s in ' wit a man , yo ' take 
it an ' tear i t  in nine s trands an ' t ie nine knots  in it , an ' s ew it up in de 

TEAR TOWEL USED FOR DRYING INTO 9 STRIP S 
PUT STRIP S IN ONE STRAND - TIE INTO 9 KNOTS 
SEW INTO MATTRESS  UNDER MAN ' S SIDE OF BED 

mat tress  in de place where he lay .  
H e  can ' t  mes s  wit no othah woman 
but his wife [with you ] . 
(You take this t owel that you wipe 
with and you t ie it in nine strips . 

Nine kno t s  in the whole or the whole thing 
Tie it together in nine kno t s . 

together? ) 

(You t ie al l these s t rip s  together in nine kno t s ? ) 
Yes s ir ,  an ' s ew i t  in de mat tres s under de place where he sleeps . [ Brunswick, 

Ga . , (12 2 5 ) , 20 83 : 4 . ] 
10259 . Yo ' kin take a 

have a man . Yo ' kin take 
lemon with a woman when she ' s in heat , when she wanta 
dat lemon an ' put salt in dat lemon , an ' yo ' take it 

SALT IN LEMON - TO WOMAN IN HEAT - REDUCE S DESIRE 
an ' yo ' drop some o f  i t  on 
her . Dat ain ' t gain ' make 
her ho t no mo ' ,  she won ' t  

wanta have nobody else no mo ' unt il aftah yo ' 
L a . , ( 1 5 74) , 28 9 7 : 2 . ] 

reduce [ dat lemon ] . [New Orleans , 

10260 . Yo ' get chureself nine matches . 
(Nine ordinary mat che s ? ) 
Nine ordinary mat ches and burn each one , an ' 

dose matches an ' read de Ten Commandment s .  An ' 

MATCHES 9 - LI GHT ONE EACH MORNING - LET I T  COOL 
WITH COOLED CHARCOAL MAKE CROSS  ON PENI S AND 
READ TEN CO�NDMENTS - NATU� RETURNS 9TH DAY 

cros s yo ' self down dere with 
every morning you do that for 

nine mornings , an ' the ninth 
morning , why , you find it 
different ; your nature ' s come 
back . ' Caus e  ah ' ve b een done 
that way once an ' ah knows . 
(Jus t to be s ure I understand . 

light each one and let it burn 
er ] . Now do I take each mat ch 

Make a cros s o n  it [ penis ] .  

Here are the nine matches . I 
[ so that each mat ch will become a penc il or mark
and j us t  make a cro s s  on myself? ) 

(Cro s s  it nine t imes [ all together ] with each one 
leave a b lack mark on it? ) 

o f  these burnt mat ches and 
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That ' s  right , make a b lack [ c ros s ]  mark on it . [ Somewhere else I may have 
discuss ed the match - espec ially one with a red head - as a phall ic symbol . One 
match is  used each day and one c ro s s  only is  made - 9 matches and 9 cros ses . ]  
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 0 25) , 166 0 : 3 . ] 

10261 . I f  a woman have tPicked him where he can ' t do business , well every 
morning he take dat . Take some milk an ' put it in de pan an ' b athe down wit i t ; 

an ' throw i t  toward de  risin '  
TO CURE IMPOTENCE - BATHE IT DOWNWARD WITH MILK 
9 MORN INGS - DAILY THROW USED MILK TO RI S ING SUN 

sun , every morn ing fo ' nine 
mornings . 
[ I  had s topp ed machine but 

res tarted i t  to include informant ' s  us e o f  the word coUPage . ]  
(What will that do then? That will restore his coUPage ? )  
Yes , restore his coUPage .  [ S top machine . ]  
[ S tart machine again to p ick up another addit ion . ] 
(You say bathe down . ) [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 084) , 1 7 5 3 : 5 . ] 
10262 . Ah heard dey said yo ' could take yo ' discharge an ' put it in a rag 

an ' put i t  where no air kin g i t  to i t , an ' put  it  in yore  pillah , an ' he cain ' t  

MAN ' S  SEMEN IN P ILLOW CAUSES IMPOTENCE 

EAT BLACK MOLAS SES 9 DAYS TO CURE IMPOTENCE 

do nuthin o ff nowheres else , an ' 
he ' ll have tuh stay home . [ Fayet
teville , N .  Car . , ( 144 3) , 2614 : 7 . ] 
10263 . (What can he do  for tha t ? ) 
Well , he kin go to take black mo

lasses syrup an '  eat it , eat i t  fo ' ab out nine days . Dat will kill ever ' bit o f  
i t  [ impo tence ] .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 0 7 ) , 253 0 : 9 . ] 

WMAN TURNS HER SHOE UPS IDE DOWN UNDER BED 
MAN UNABLE TO GO OUT AFTER OTHER WOMEN 

10264 . If yo ' wanta keep in love 
wit a man , yo ' j es '  turn de right 
foo t of yore sho es down underneat ' 
de b ed an ' he ' ll have tuh stick wit 

yo ' .  He can ' t go out himsel f wit womenfo lks . 
(Whose shoes do you turn down? The woman would turn hers down ? ) 
Dat ' s  right , down under d e  b ed . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 134 7 ) , 2 3 2 9 : 1 2 . ] 
10265 . They say that chew can take the water o f f  o f  a silver dollah and al so 

the water off of a copp er cent , and sp rinkle a little b it of that with some snail 

SHAlL DUST - WATER FROM S ILVER DOLLAR 
AND COPPER CENT - RUBBED ACROSS WOMAN 

555 : 7 ,  an impossibl e  number here caused 
coas t . ]  

dust in a woman ' s  place there , and when a 
man come s there he ' ll get stuck j ust like 
a dog . [ Following rite  10266 by same 
man . ] [Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (48 2) , 
by  the el iminat ion o f  cylinders down the 

10266 . [Here we have two fundamental 
the same rite : ]  They can take a di shrag 

ingred ient s for impot ence combined in 
and snail dus t and sprinkle some o f  

SKAIL DUS T O N  DISHRAG CROSSED ON WOMAN BY MAN 
tha t  snail dust over it , the 
dishrag , and then let him take 
that and put it up and down her 

place there [ the vulva ] and cro s s  it [ thus making the sign of the cross ] ,  and 
.obody ' s peni s can stand to undertake to go in there , they claia. And then they 
said that i f  it ' s  a man , all she ' s  go t to do , is to ever ' now and then to wrahp 
�t round his penis , and he can ' t s tay away from her , he has to come home . 
[Alang similar lines , in case you mi ssed i t , let  me recall your attent ion to one 
af the most unusual statement s in HOODOO - how to make a special s ign o f  the 
cros s .  The Christ ian Church has made the sign o f  the cross in all sorts o f  ways : 
rllbt hand or  left , b eginning on right side or left , us ing any number o f  fingers 
... in all sorts  o f  comb inat ions , etc . , but surely the first stroke upward is 
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unique - see No . 3345 1 p . 2 39 4 1 v . 3 .  Preceding rite 10265  is by this pres ent in
formant . ]  [ Elizab e th City . N .  Car • • ( 4 8 2 ) 1 400 : 5+8 5 . ] 

RUB SNAIL AND EARTHWORM ON WOMAN TO CATCH LOVER 
10267 . De snail . yo ' know . 
he ' s  got some ole wax on him . 
an ' d e  earthworm. An '  yo ' mix 

de wax o f f a  de snail an ' de earthworm an ' rub it on de woman . an ' if she has an
other man yo ' ll ketch him - [ one of  the many folklore causes o f  penis cap tivus . 
For o ther snail rites and impotence . see pp . 2458-24 7 0 1 v . 3 .  and later in this 
present sect ion ] . [Waycro s s . Ga • • ( 11 2 9 ) 1 183 6 : 1 . ] 

MAN ON WAY TO WOMAN STEALS CLO TH HE WILL USE 
10268 . He has a p iece of cloth . 
He ' l l use that himself . He steal 
it while he ga in ' to her . He 

s t eals it . An '  he ' ll j es '  keep it with ' im an '  he wipe him an ' wipe her . An ' 
when he wipe her . you know . like that . why ever ' man who went dere he ' d  fall . 
[ Jacksonville . Fla • • ( 61 5) 1 7 9 1 : 2 . ] 

10269 . [A woman ] fixes a man so  he 
Ah [a doctor ] always nus es [ uses ] pure 

don ' t have nature fer any o ther woman . 
cream wit a mas sage to  him - wit de cow 

3 ROOT S :  RATTLESNAKE MASTER - DEER TONGUE - PICKANETTLE 
INFORMANT CONSIDERS AUTHOR A MEN ' S  SPECIALI ST 

cream - an ' give him 
dis  rattlesnake mas ter 
an ' deer tongue roo t . 
Take de deer tongue 

an ' dig an ' git de root part of ' em .  an ' b o il ' em all into one . An '  de picka
ne ttZe [ for identity see later ] .  An '  boilt  it into one an ' give him to drink ; 
[ r emedy ] which mos t  [people ] says is worked as a Spanish fly work . but ah did 
no t add dat . You better not [ in your work ] call i t  dat [ Spanish fly ] . But it  
work j es '  as  you • • • •  Dis cream dat she got - what I gave him to  massage hisself . 
b egin wit b lack gunpowder . Dat will kill de germs o f  whatever she put on him 1  
whatever kind o f  herb she put o n  him ;  a powder . have t o  be a dus t .  I t  have to  
b e  a burnt dus t to  take e f fec t - put on him. I wash him off  wit an ' give him 
d i s  to  take an ' dat will give him a nature to go anywhere wit any woman . 

(This " p ickle" bus iness  [ ac tually "p ickanettle" ] is  the same as " gall of  the 
earth . "  isn ' t it ? )  

Yes . s ir .  It grows s traight up [ the reason why i t  is used as an aphrodis iac ] .  
but ah go t some near to  de house . Ah ' ll make it mah bus iness t o  come back an ' 
bring some o f  mine so  you could see j es '  what ah got . I t  grows j es '  straight up 
j es '  like it  go t lot s a  thorns on d e  back . [ I  had heard o f  pickane tt Z e  in Charles
ton . a net tle or thorny plant of some sort . ] [ Savannah . Ga • • ( 5 38 ) 1 658 : 3 . ]  

10 2 7 0 .  When mah husban ' left home ah had some o f  his [pub ic ]  hair an ' ah 
taken it an ' put it in de b o t tle an ' s topp ed it up an ' put it up undah de s t eps . 

3 TRICKS : MAN ' S  PUBIC HAIR IN BOTTLE UNDER DOOR 
HI S SEMEN - TIED ON STRING ABOUT HER WAI ST 
SEMEN WIPED ON DI SHRAG - PUT UP OVER SAME DOOR 
WOMAN DID ALL THREE - TIRED OF HIM - LEFT HIM 

An '  j is '  lak me an ' him be to
gether . well ah got de string 
an ' got some of it [ s emen ] an ' 
put i t  roun ' mah wais t ; an ' he 
always b e ' s  by me all de t ime . 
An '  ah got de d ishcloth an ' put 

some [ s emen ] on de d ishcloth an ' put it up ovah de do ' 1 an ' whenevah he go out -
he had b een ga in ' out an ' stayin ' an ' s tayin ' an ' ga in ' o f f  runnin ' roun ' 1 an ' 
he got so he j is ' stayed at home all de t ime . An '  den ah quit him.  Aftah he 
got tuh bein ' s o  goo d  tuh me 1 den ah went tuh treat in ' him mean . Yo ' know . him 
treat in ' me mean . ah went o f f  tuh show him how it feel fo ' him tuh do me lak dat . 
An '  he j is '  c ry all de t ime tuh try tuh g i t  me b ack.  

(Did you go back to h im? ) 
No , ah didn ' t go b ack to him. He in hosp ital now. [Memphis . Tenn • • ( 9 3 3) .  
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1513 : 18 . ] 
10271 . If a person go t chew fixed so yo ' ain ' t go t no manhood wit churesel f , 

yo ' j es '  go an ' make water into a red ant ' s  nest . I t  will freshen right up 
ag ' in . Ah ' ve lost mah natU!'e mah

URINATING INTO RED ANT NEST CURES IMPOTENCE sel f dat way an ' ah ' ve gained it 
back dat way . Dat ' s  t rue about 

dat . [For ants see No s . 3111- 311 2 ,  p . 234 2 ,  v . 3 . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1145) , 1869 : 6 . ]  
1027 2 .  I f  a woman didn ' t  want chew tuh be 

WMAN TAKES MAN ' S COURAGE FOR HER 
BY PUTTING HER URINE IN HI S FOOD 

socially f amiliar wit her , den she git some 
chamb eP lye an ' put it in his cooking.  Why 
yo ' couldn ' t  have de coUPage wit dat woman . 

Ah ' ve heard o f  dat . [ The opposite 
[Sumter , S .  Car . , (1374) , 243 6 : 5 . ] 

is usually t rue , as in two following rites . ] 

10 2 73 . He takes and give her his urine to drink unbeknowns t  t o  her , like in 
beer or wine , and she won ' t even look a t  ano ther man , won ' t have any natU!'e to

IF A MAN GIVES HI S URINE TO A WOMAN IN A DRINK 
SHE WON 1 T HAVE ANY NATURE FOR ANY OTHER MAN 

wards any other man . That urine 
keep s her mine [mind ] on that 
one man , her husband , when he 
is gone away from her , on a 

visit or somepin . [New Orleans , L a . , (809 ) , 1139 : 6 . ] 
102 7 4 . Dey have to t ake de measurement o f  a man , s ay it ' s  such as a man run-

Din '  aroun ' after women . An ' if a woman t ake his measurement with a piece o f  

� ' S MEASUREMENT STRING AND URINE BOTTLED BY 
liDMAN - WHEN SHE SHAKES BOTTLE HE LO SES NATURE 

s t ring , an ' his wat er , an ' put 
it in there [bottle ] , as he go 
to fool with any o ther woman , 
whenever she shake this [bottle ] 

.p ,  he ' ll lose all nachUPe fer any o ther woman but her . She keep that [bottle ] in 
a secret place , an ' whenever she think that he ' s  doin ' somepin wrong , shake that , 
an' nachurely that would cause him to lose nachUPe fer any other woman but her . 

ll»fAN BOTTLES MAN ' S  MEASUREMENT AND HER URINE 
JEEPS IT IN LEFT CORNER OF HOUSE TO HOLD HIM 

[ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 3 5 6 ) , 295 : 5+8 5 . ]  
102 7 5 . We ll , if  she could get 
holt  of  somep in belongin ' t o  a 
man , if she could get holt o f  

his - but she mus t  be i n  connect ion with him once . And she could get the measure 
of him and get some of her chambeP lye and mix it together , she could get him . 
�e only way he could get away from her . 

(She takes the measure of the man with a s tring? ) 
With a s tring , yeah . 
(And what did she do with her chambeP lye , then? ) 
Put it in that bottle  with the s t ring .  
(Oh , she put s the s t ring in the bottle where she put the chambeP lye . ) 
Put it in a bottle and set i t  up in de left corner o f  the house . [ The left 

corner is either left corner , front or back , while approaching house . ]  
(In the left corner of the house ,  and that will keep him . ) 
That will keep him right with her . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 74 ) , 4 91 : 3 . ] 
10 27 6 .  I know at one t ime a woman and a man were very f amiliar towards  each 

ather , they would do anything they were inclined to do . So  at last one day this 

SHE MEASURE S  HIS LENGTH OR HE MEASURES HER SIZE 
DIOPS INTO BOTTLE WITH URINE - SHE HERS - HE HIS 

woman decided that she would 
t ake the measure [ circumfer
ence ] and the l ength of her 
sweetheart . And after doing 

so - j us t  as if you would go and measure a do g ' s t ail . I don ' t care how bad the 
�� is , I don ' t care how much s tranger he is , y ou can measure his tail and take 
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the length o f  the measure and bury it at your doorstep , and that dog will never 
depart from you . S o  this woman , after taking the meas urement o f  this man , goes 
to work . Then she dec reed that , I want this man for  mys el f  individual . She 
would go to work and take this measurement , and wrap it up in a b undle and put 
it in a b o t t l e , and put this measurement in her trunk ,  with a small quant ity o f  
her ur ine with this ; and s topped it  up and put i t  in her trunk and l et it remain . 
And this man then would always forever b e  ravish with her and always want ing to 
get to her . You measure with a p iece of  string , s t ick , anything . You put that 
in the bottle  with the ur ine . The man , you measure the length ; the woman , you 
measure the s iz e .  He would do the same sort o f  thing with her meas ure . [Hamp
ton (Old Point Comfor t) , Va . , by  Ediphone . ]  

1 0 2 7 7 . To fix him up . Now he want s to get his nature back , all he got to do , 
he take and he urine in a bottle . You s ee , he • • • •  

(He ur inates into a bott le? ) 
In a bottle , you s ee .  Now , he ur inates in a bottle  and , if he ur inate in that 

bottle and he can get to some of hers , s ee , he pour hers on top o f  his . Now , 

TO RESTORE HI S NATURE HE URINATES INTO BOTTLE 
POURS HER URINE ON TOP - ADDS SUGAR AND CINNAMON 
PUTS UNDER BED - UNDER HIS HEAD - AFTER NATURE 
RETURNS - HE HIDES BOTTLE SOMEWHERE PERMANENTLY 

when he put that together , he 
take sugar and cinnamon and 
he puts that all togethah . 
He mixes that up good . S ee . 
Now , he put that under the 
head of the b ed ;  s ee , where 

he s l eep at , where he knows she can ' t find it . I f  he ' s g ot t ime enough to do 
that and she ' s done fixed the b ed hersel f , he put s that his s el f  there ,  you s ee ,  
b ecaus e he has to do his s el f  good , you understand . Now , at night when he comes 
in - if he done come from wo rk or if he ' s  got wo rk anywhere - when he comes in , 
long about , prob ' ly it might be  midnight . He ' l l rais e up , you see . He ' s  go ing 
to raise up . Now , when he get [ rais e ]  up , he ' l l get there to her , s ee .  And as 
long as he keep that there [ under b ed ]  unt il he get his s el f  back together , done 
got back al l his na ture again , why then he can take that same bottle of s t uf f and 
keep it hid on the top of anything that ' s  high where she can ' t get to it . And 
she ' ll have mo re t roub l e  with him than the day is long . She ' l l have plenty 
trouble with him then , b ecaus e he ' l l always want to be  on her , see . He done 
go t his na tuPe back . 

(I s ee , that ' s  to b r ing his nature back , so that he can do this with his 
wife . ) 

With his wif e .  
(I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1251 : 3 . ] 
10278 . Whut chew kin do with a dirty sock , leas t 

a woman , dat is she ' s  about tub go or he ' s  about tub 
dat is tub keep a man with 
go from her , is dis : His 

ur ine is his nature . 
HI S URINE I S  HI S NATURE - BOTTLE WITH - HE LODESTONE 
STEEL DUST - CINNAMON - SU GAR - DRAWING OIL - MIND OIL 
WRITE NAME 9 TIMES - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - MIX WELL 
PUT UNDER YOUR DOORSTEP - LET MAN CRO S S  3 TIMES 
THEN PUT IT IN YOUR PLACE - HOLDS MAN - NEVER LET HIM 
FIND IT - IF HE GITS HOLT OF DAT • • •  DAT MEANS DEATH 

Yo ' unders tan '  dat . Yo ' 
git de  bottle  an ' git de 
ur ine an ' yo ' git de he 
lodes tone , s t eel dus t , 
cinnamon , s ugah , drawin ' 
oil , mind oil . Write de 
name nine times , nine 

needles an' nine pins . An '  yo ' put dat ingrediment [ ingredient s ]  together , yo ' 
understan' , an '  yo ' shake it well an ' put it undah de do ' s t ep .  Be shure dat it 
crosses ovah it three times , an ' den aftah yo ' take it an ' put it anywheres in 
yo re plac e .  Yes , ah kin guarantee yo ' it bring de woman dat ah d id de work fo ' , 
dat ah he ' ped [helped ] out with it , an ' through prayers , goin ' t o  de chapel an ' 
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makin ' prayers . 
(That ' ll hold the man? ) 
Lis ten , dat ' ll hold him an ' yo ' ll nevah git , but don ' evah - dat means a man'll 

kill yuh if he gits holt of dat , yo ' see . Dat means death . An ' it really will 
hold him. [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 7 0  profe s s ional woman) , 28 84 : 2 . ]  

10279 . There ' s  ano ther thing . They can t ake your chamber lye again and s top 
you from us ing a woman . 

(How could they do that ? )  
They take your chamber lye and put it  into a 

and af t er they put it into a small bottle , they 

MAN ' S URINE STOPPED UP IN VERY SMALL BOTTLE 
LET REST OVERNIGHT - THEN STAND BOTTLE IN PAN 
OF WARM MILK - TAKE OUT - LET MILK BOIL ALMOST 
AWAY - CATCH OWL AND SHOVE BOTTLE DOWN OWL ' S  
THROAT KILL ING IT - BURY OWL HEAD UP BOTTLED 
URINE STILL IN THROAT - MAN IMPOTENT FOR LIFE 

l i t t le small bottle like that . 
let i t  res t overnight . And after 

it r e s t  in overnight , they t ake 
that [bot tled ] chamber lye and 
put it  down into some warm milk 
and take it [ b o t t le ] up . Draw 
it [bot t l e ]  up and let that milk 
boil away , that it almo s t  gone 
out that bot t le [ pan ] . And t ake 
that [ small ] bot t le again and 

ket ch a owl and shove it up in that 
that bottle [with urine ins ide ] and 
up . Then you ' ll go for the b alance 

owl ' s  throat unt il it kill him.  And take 
bury it  in the ground with his [owl ' s ]  head 
of your life . 

(You do what ? )  
You locked up [ impotent ] for the b alance of your life , you can ' t use a woman . 
(You put an owl in there , an owl , a b ird , an owl that s t eal s a chicken , an 

owl that flies around at night ? )  [ I  am wrong . Owl is  no t put in b o t t le b ut 
very small bottle with ur ine is put in owl ' s throat . ]  

Yeah . 
(An owl? And this milk . Do you pour the ur ine into the milk or put that 

bottle down into the milk? ) [Again I am wrong ! ]  
Put the bottle [with urine ] down in there [ the milk ] . 
(But you don ' t let any milk get into the bottle? ) 
No , you have it s ealed . 
(Yes , b ut you let this [bot t led ]  ur ine boil in the milk? ) 
Yeah . 
(I unders tand , I s ee . But you have to kill this owl , ins ide the bottle? ) 

[As I explained , owl is not in bottle . ] 
Yes . 
(And bury the bottle [ in owl ' s  throat ] with the owl ' s head up . You have to 

use a large bottle for that [ no ! ] I under s tand . [No , the urine is  in very small 
bot t le in owl ' s  throat , but owl b uried head up . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 3 ) , 
1384 : 4 . ] 

10280 . Jes ' lak a woman if she love yo ' , she b e  - well , she take de bow out 
yore cap . Well , she t ake dis bow outa yore cap an ' when she mess wi t chew . she 

SHE ROLLS HI S CAP BOW IN HI S AND HER GERMS 
ADDS SOMETHING SWEET - PEES  ON 7 MORNINGS 
lOLL BOW IN SULPHUR - LET HIM WALK OVER IT 

take de germs from yo ' an ' herself . 
an ' she ' ll roll dis bow up in it. 
She roll dis bow up in dat . An ' den 
she ' ll take dis bow an ' she pat 
somepin , any thing sweet . jes'  say

thing dat ' s  sweet on dere . An '  she ' ll take dis bow an ' she ' ll pee on dis bov 
every morning for s even mornings .  She ' ll pee on dis bow for seven .arniDaa. An ' 
den she ' ll t ake dis bow af ter she do dat , pee on seven mornings . tate de ge� 
£ram yo ' an ' her germs an ' put on heah . An ' she ' ll roll dis in sulpbar . Sulphur 
always . Ah don ' t know whut sulphur is but mos t  all womenfolks use sulphur in 
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ever ' thin ' . Wel l , she take de s ulphur an ' she put it on dere an ' she take dis 
heah bow ,  after she take i t  out , an ' she ' ll put it  in some close place where yo ' 
trans fer back an ' forward all de t ime . An '  [ does ] dat in order - she put [ it ]  
dere , dat ' s  for yo ' t o  s tay clos e ,  wanta b e  round her . Yo ' don ' t feel s atis fied , 
yo ' wanta be  round her all de t ime . ' Co ' se it  don ' t have nuthin to  do wit your 
nature but chew don ' t wanta mes s  wit nob ody else but her . Dat ' s  de s tory ah 
heard ab out dat . [ Bow o f  cap , any b ow ,  somet imes cons idered a cros s , a s acred 
symbol . See many beliefs ab out bow of cap . ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 0 2 6 ) , 

WOOD LICE 9 :  PARCH - RUB ON SEAT OF MAN ' S  PANTS 
1 6 6 7 : 1 . ] 
10281 . Take nine wood lices , 
little ole white looking things, 

an ' yo ' kin take an ' parch ' em an ' rub ' em in de s eat of yore [ his ] b r i tches an ' 
he won ' t evah mes s  wit nob ody else . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134 ) , 1843 : 6 . ] 

1028 2 . If  yo ' wanta rule a woman or rule a man , yo ' git a he an ' a she earth-
worm . An '  yo ' kin take dem two worms an ' put ' em somewhere an ' dry ' em up . An '  

WORM [ EARTHWORM] - A HE AND SHE - DRY AND POWDER 
ADD OLIVE OIL - RUB ACRO S S  PERSON - NO ONE BUT YOU 

when dey git  dried up , den 
yo ' git chew s ome o l ive oil 
an ' mix it  up . Rub it up 
into powders . An '  mix dat 

worm up with it  an ' rub dat cross  dey s tomach , dat person down in dey lower par ts, 
an ' dat ' ll keep ' em .  Dey cain ' t us e anyone else ' cus in ' [ excus ing ] yo ' . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 4 ) , 2 7 2 2 : 4 . ] 

( 2 ) . CONDENSED RITES 

[Here I am lis t ing short  o r  reduced s tatements o f  belie fs , all or iginal , to 
indicate how widespread impotence folklore was and probab ly s t ill is . For this 
same reas on , ub iquity , I shall include in a following section , CHANNEL DE WORLD , 
a few long lists  o f  references with only a descrip t ive word o r  two attached . 
This present s ubs ection will us e margin t i t les s imilar to those in volume 3 ,  
pages 2341-2509 , s o  that our s eparate collections can be compared . The original 
condensed r ites will be found in the original manus cripts at the end of this 
s ub s ection . ] 

10283 . " I  hear ' d  !Y mo ther s ay lots o f  t imes , you know , s e t t in ' around - s ee 
a man runnin ' to a girl , couldn ' t git clear o f  a young girl - We l l� I know she ' s  

got him measured. " [Princess Anne , 36 : 2 . ] 
MI SCELLANEOUS 10284 . "One of the par ties s tuck to gethe r  mus t b e  killed . "  

[Norfolk , 4 66 : 3  and material in volume 3 . According to reports , 
see volume 3 ,  surgeons at hospitals almo s t  always killed the woman to  s ave the 
man . If I am not mis taken , one woman was actually s aved ! ]  

10285 . The eas ies t remedy for a man who has b een measured : Man gets the 
s tring woman used in measuring . [Nor folk , 4 5 9 : 4 . ] 

10286 . Get a red- skin onion� rub juice on penis unti l burns; let dry� do not 
wipe . [ S ince onion is  a witch deterrent , the cause of  impotence here was witch

craft . Shape and color of  this vegetable also added to 
ONION WITH RED SKIN its  magic power . ]  [ Richmond , 341 : 1 . ] 

1028 7 . [ The identity of man ' s  nature is quite evident and 
has b een known for centuries ; but what is a woman ' s  nature ? Remember , I am writ
ing about nature as it  was believed back in the 1 9 30 ' s  and evidently long before 
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that dat e .  I n  a few cases her mens tural blood was her na� . but normally i t  

MAN I s NATURE = 
WOMAN 1 S NATURE = 

SEMEN 
? ? ? 

was surely thought to b e  s omething she ej aculated at the 
time of orgasm . In other words , woman did the same 
thing as a man . Ovalation was unknown to folklore . 
This b elief in woman ' s  nature was coDDDon and can be 

found in many of these  impotent beliefs . ]  
10288 . Use p iece o f  man ' s  underclothes to wipe him and wear it around your 

wais t [Wilmington , 160 : 2 ] . 
10289 . A woman cuts the p iece out of a man ' s  underwear , s ews it to some piece 

o f  hers , and wears it ab out her [Wilmington , 145 : 5 ] . 
10290 . Wipes [man or sel f ] with � piece of  homespun , puts over kitchen 

door [Wilming ton , 2 48 : 2 ] .  
10291 . Woman wip es man with towel , b uries under her doors t ep where he  must 

walk over , draws him b ack [Washington , D . C . , 800 : 5 ] . 
1029 2 . Woman wipes man with new pie c e  of  cloth , conceals it in north corner 

of house [Norfolk , 5 25 : 6 ] . 
---

1029 3 . His discharge in a piece of flannel she wears round wais t [ Richmond , 
2 8 8 : 1 ] . 

10294 . Woman wipes man on her underskirt and le ts semen s tay there [Wilming
ton , 1 7 7  : 3 ]  • 

10295 . She cuts piece from f ront of underclo thes and keeps in mattres s . 
[Richmond , 303 : 4 . ] 

10296 . Woman wipes man on her underclothes , cuts pi ece out , wraps up tight , 
and wears under her breas t [ Richmond , 340 : 6 ] . 

10297 . Le t a woman us e a piece of  her underclothes to  wipe man and then bury 
it under the doorstep or lay it over front door [Wilmington , 185 : 7 ] . 

10298 . A woman can use a � piece of  homespun to wipe man and wear it  around 
her wais t [Wilmington , 2 2 2 : 5 ] . 

10299 . Woman ties up man ' s  semen in handkerchief wi th a penny and wears on 
leg [ Richmond , 36 5 : 7 ] . 

1 0300 . She wipes man and puts the rag in the mattress [Ocean City , by Edi
phone ] .  

1 0301 . Put semen on a piece o f  raw co t t on , place b ehind chimney to  keep warm 
[ Snow Hill , 1 5 : 3 ] . 

1030 2 . Wipe man wi th cloth , heat and dry near fir e , put under head o f  the 
bed [Wilmington , 1 30 : 9 ] . 

10303 . Woman wipes man , puts s ome [ perfumed ? ]  powders on this cloth , fold s  
it , s ays a prayer , hides it on her s ide of  the bed , makes a wish to keep him , and 
this holds him [Washington , D . C . , 804 : 1 ] . 

10304 . Man finally re taliates , wipes wi fe , carries this cloth folded tight . 
to make her impotent for other men [Wilmington , 148 : 1 ] . 

10305 . Man carries woman ' s  nature on small cloth in bag while away from ha.e . 
When he gets  ready to go with her , he dampens b ag wi th wi tch hazel  to restore her 
power [Wilmington , 1 33 : 5 ] . 

10306 . Cork up man ' s  s emen in bottle [ Old Point Comfort or 
Hampton by Ediphone ] .  •)�URE BOTTLED 1030 7 . Man ' s  nature in b o t tle buried [ Richmond 29 2 : 7 ] . 
10308 . S ometimes a woman washes the man ' s  semen froa her clothes 

and bottles this water [ Richmond 318 : 7 ] . 
10309 . Wipe man , put in b o t tle , hide in dark place like a closet (Ricbaand •  

318 : 16 ] . 
10310 . 
10311 . 

Wipe man with cotton , put in bot tle , keep under bed [Ri� . 385 : 7 ] . 
Man ' s  semen in bot tle , in mat tress ,  under his head [ Ricb.ond . 362 : 3] . 
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10312 . Man ' s  semen in bot tle under s t ep s [Peter sburg , 41 7 : 7 ] . 
1031 3 .  Wip e man with new co tton , put in bot tle , wear [Nor folk , 530 : 1 2 ] . 
10314 . Cork man ' s  s emen in bot tle and wears in f� o f  her underwear on left 

s ide [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone ] . 
----10315 . Woman t akes man ' s nature and hair in a b o ttle and hide it in b ed or 
pillow [ Richmond , 374 : 1 ] . 

10316 . Man t akes woman ' s  nature and some o f  her hair , stops thes e up in b o t
tle and buries [Wilmington , 2 20 : 2 ] . ---

1031 7 .  Woman keep s man ' s s emen and s ome o f  his hair in a small bot tle with 
needle and Hearts Cologne and wears on b o s om [Wilmingt on , 17 7 : 7 ] . 

10318 . Cat ch man ' s s emen in handker chief , roll tight , put in b ot tle , bury 
up s ide down [ Richmond , 38 3 : 5 ] . 

l0319 . She can put s ome of his s emen in a b o t tle with 9 new needles and bury 
the bot tle neck-down or ups ide down [ Richmond , 37 6 : 6 ] . 

10320 . Woman put s man ' s  semen in bottle  with new needles and new p ins , damp
ens every 9 days with g in , and wears . If this aZoth becomes dPy i t wi ll  ki ll  the 
man [ Richmond , 302 : 11 ] . 

10321 . Woman put s man ' s  s emen in small bot tle , keep s in small red bag , ties 
string to and wears around waist [ Richmond , 2 7 8 : 1 ] . 

10322 . Wip e with homespun , stop  t ight in bot tle with Hearts Co logne ; throw 
int o b ack yard , or bury under s t eps ,  o r  hide in room [Wilmingt on , 17 8 : 3 ] . 

10323 . Wip e man with cot t on , put in bot tle , add whiskey [ to feed the spirit , 
see ALCOHOL FOR THE SP IRIT , p . 3 2 ,  v . l ] , bury or hide it [ Richmond , 3 29 : 9 ] . 

10324 . Ins t ead o f  b o t tle , towel wiped is screwed up airtight in j ar [Wilming
t on ,  1 7 7  : 1 ] . 

10325 . Measure man , wear s tring in shoe 9 days , then tie around right ankle 
[a remedy o f  the great George Jacks on o f  the Eas t ern Shor e ,  see pp . 912-915 , v . l .  

S ome o f  the mat er ial ab out him collect ed on Eas tern 
MEASURING TO HOLD PERS ON Shore o f  Maryland , s ome from relat ive in Bal t imore ] .  

10326 . Measure man , wear the s tring on right l eg for 
9 days , then permanently on left , or visa ver sa [ Richmond , 37 3 : 1 ] . 

1032 7 .  Measures the man and keep s the s t ring [Hamp t on ,  by Ediphone ] .  
10328 . Measure man with s tring and wear around leg [Nor folk , 4 7 5 : 8 ] . 
10329 . " The s t ring [ used in measuring ] is  worn as a gar t er" [Mt . Vernon , 

eastern shore o f  Maryland , by hand ] . 
10330 . Measure the man and wear the string around her left ankle [ Fredericks

bur g ,  by Ed iphone ] .  
10331 . Measure man with s tring and wear ab out her body [wais t prob ably meant ]. 

[Elizabeth City , 4 00 : 7 . ] 
10332 . Measure the man and t ack the measure at the foot of the door [ Freder-

icksburg , by Ediphone ] .  
----

10333 . Woman measures man with a � p iece of cloth or string [Washingt on , 
D . C . , 829 : 5 ] . 

10334 . Measure a man and make a wish t o  hold him [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphon� . 
10335 . Woaan measures a man with a s t ring , the length and circumference , and 

threading a needle with this string works it into her gart er [ Richmond , 280 : 2 ] . 
10336 . Saaetimes a woman wip es a man with a dishrag and throws it away . [ The 

reason for this is given in the belief that follows this one . ] [ Richmond , 335 : 2 .] 
10337 . The purpose o f  wiping a man with a dishrag and throwing it away , 

DI SHRAG as in the preceding rit e ,  is s o  that his s emen will go down int o the 
ground and keep him dbwn [ unable to have an erect ion ] for other women . 

[Wilmington , 178 : 11 . ] 
10338 . Wash with a dishrag and throw over right shoulder [ as impotence cure ] .  
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[New Orleans , ( 785) , 109 0 : 4 . ] 
1033 9 .  A man ' s impotence can b e  cured i f  he s t eals a dishrag , wipes hims elf , 

throws it b ack acro s s  right shoulder and does no t look back [Norfolk , 47 6 : 3 ] . 
10340 . Man s teals s omeone ' s  dishrag , wip e s  himself , throws it away , does not 

look b ack . Thi s  will cure his impotence [ Richmond , 341 : 2 ] . 
10341 . I f  a woman herself is  tied up ,  she must s teal a dishrag, wip e herself 

9 t ime s  to her , do th is 9 t imes [9  t ime s on each o f  9 days? ] ,  walk out and throw 
dishrag over left shoulder . [Presumab ly she mus t  no t lo ok b ack or see the rag 
or rags again . ] [Mob ile , 9 38 : 4 . ] 

10342 . "Take a d i shc loth every morning for 9 mornings and you get up before 
sunrise and you wipe your s e l f  every morning around wit dis  d i shclo th and throw 
it up t owards de sunr i s e  9 times every morning f o r  9 mornings an ' den yo ' lose 
de [ impotenc e spell ] . "  [Washingt on , D . C . , 8 07 : 2 . ] 

10343 . Rub man with di shrag , throw over shoulder int o r iver , can ' t have any
body but you . [Memphis ,  ( 96 6 ) , 1 5 6 2 : 1 . ] 

1 0344 . Wipe man with di shrag and bury . [Wilmingt on , 253 : 2  and Richmond , 
291 : 7 . ] 

10345 . After int ercourse a woman wipes herself with dishcloth , s t op s  it up 
in a b ottle , and buries it under the door s ill [ Richmond , 2 8 4 : 3 ] . 

10346 . If a man steals a di shrag from another house , wipes himself , then 
returns d i shrag to place from which i t  was s t olen , he will cure his  impotence 
[Wilmingt on , 1 3 0 : 8 ] . 

10347 . Man may wash hims elf with dishrag from the hous e of the woman who put 
the spell on him to cure his impot ence for other women [Nor folk , 5 3 0 : 1 3 ] . 

10348 . To f ind out who has triaked him ,  man b orrows dishrag o f  woman he is 
vis i t ing to wa sh hims el f with a solut ion of sal tpeter and gunpowder , and makes 
the woman do likewi se , t o  see whether she , o r  h i s  wi fe or some other woman put 
the impotence spell upon him [No r folk , 445 : 1 ] . 

10349 . If a woman her s elf  is  tied up , a man mus t  wipe her with a dishrag 
[Mob ile , 96 3 : 2 ] .  

1035 0 .  Let a woman s t eal a dishrag and wipe a � with i t . [ This is a 
double-edge rite : she can do this to cure his impotence or to make him impot ent 
for other women . ] [Wilmington , 195 : 5 . ] 

10351 . Wipe man with dishrag , wear in shoe or on waist  or hide in room . 
[ El izab eth City , 407 : 5 . ] 

1035 2 . After intercourse woman wipes herself with her dishrag and hangs it 
up over doo r through which man ent er s , leaves i t  there unt il he vis i t s  her again , 
repeat s rite each t ime , s o  that he will alway s b e  potent with her [Wilmington , 

2 17 : 9 ] . 
DOG 1035 3 . Penis aaptivus caused by rubb ing person with dog s emen or j uice , 

which mus t  b e  taken when two dogs are hung t o gether or j us t  s eparat ed . 
[Petersbur g ,  4 25 : 2 ;  Newport News , 496 : 7 ; and from slut only Eli zab eth City , 407 : � .  

10354 . S emen from dog or young bull [ rare ] on woman ' s  privates [ Freder icks
burg , by Ediphone ] .  

10355 . Wipe b it ch with rag a fter dog leaves her , rub man down with i t  while 
.aking wish [ Richmond , 3 5 9 : 8 ,  by Humpadee ] .  

1035�Woman takes new p iece o f  cloth , wipes both dogs ; woman does this , but 
she must  not "dis char ge"['what ever that means here ] but let man "discharge" ; sevs 
rag [ this new cloth ] up in pillow , he can ' t have anyone but her [Nor folk, 457 : 2 ] . 

1035 7 . "To t ie" or " to l ine11 man , t akes the fluid when 2 dogs come apar t ,  
vi f e  wipes down with it [Norfolk , 487 : 1 ] . 

10358 . Wipe slut when she b ecomes loo s e  from do g ,  wipe woman with this rag 
or handkerchief , bury it ; she ' s no good unt il cloth is taken up and washed .  
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[Wilmingt on , 1 7 2 : 5 . ] 
10359 . Man cut s o f f  t ip end o f  she dog ' s  pussy [ clitoris ] and rub s  it on his 

drawers or on woman ; if she goes wi th another man , they get stuck [Richmond , 
384 : 3 ] . 

1036 0 .  I f  man and woman stuck , cut a black dog , rub some of the blood between 
� [ th en in a parenthesis I have : ( slap it on three times? recheck) . What that 
means is qui te clear ; use 3 t imes ] .  [ Charleston ,  S . Car . , 6 2 9 : 6 . ] 

10361 . Give woman dog blood , if she goe s  with another man they b ecome stuck 
[ Charles ton , 6 1 7 : 4 ] . 

1 0 3 6 2 . Woman put s s lobb er from dog ' s  mouth on dishrag and wipe s  ma· [Nor-
folk , 49 5 : 2 . ] 

1036 3 .  Woman , when man asleep , takes piece of string , measures him , t i e s  it 
around her leg [ making 1 knot in string ] so that he will have no natUPe for any

only by get ting the string . [Washington , 
KNOT ONE 

one else . He can b r eak spell 
D . C . , 79 8 : 1 . ] 
1 0 3 64 . Wipe man or self wi th handkerch ief , tie [ si lveP ] dime up in , 

wear under arm . [Mobile , 9 7 9 : 10 . ] 
----

10365 . Measure man with string or rag , tie  into knot and wear ab out waist . 
[ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

10366 . Semen on man ' s underwear , tie knot in it . [Wilmington , 250 : 3 . ] 
103 6 7 . Woman wipes man wi th handkerchief ,  ties knot in middle , put s cologne 

on , carries [Wilmington , 99 : 6 ] . 
10368 . Woman wipe s  man with handkerchief and t ies it on her leg [ Fredericks

burg , by Ediphone ] .  
10369 . Measure man with s t r ing , tie kno t  in it , bury under s t ep [ Richmond , 

29 2 : 8 ] . 
1 0 3 7 0 . Wipe man with dishrag , tie rag in one hard knot , put under step or 

under bed [Wilmington , 2 54 : 5 ] . 
10371 . Measure man wi th string , lengthen it by tying on ano ther s tring , and 

tie  round her leg [Newport News , 513 : 7 ] . 

KNOTS 2 AND 3 AND 5 

10372 . Measure man , tie a knot in each end o f  s tr ing , and 
put under her step s . She may put salt and pepper with it  
[Petersburg , 418 : 2 ] . 
103 7 3 .  Woman ties clo thing , on which semen falls , into 3 

kno t s , dampens wi th witch haz el , and put s in mat tress [Wilmington , 13 3 : 4 ] . 
-

1 0 3 74 . She kin take the measure o f  hi s snappeP , tie five kno t s  in it and wear 
around her wai s t ; then he won ' t have , if he can ' t git that o f f , aourage f o r  an
other woman . [New Orleans , La . , (812) , 1144 : 1 . ] 

9 KNOTS 
1 0 3 7 5 . Measure a man , t i e  9 kno t s  in string and wear around wai st 
[Peter sbur g , 42 0 : 2 ] . 
1 0 3 7 6 . I ' ve heard they would measure a man and tie 9 knot s  into and 

wear it around their ankle [Deal I s land , 2 2 : 3 ] . 
103 7 7 . Measure man with new yel low co t ton , tie 9 kno t s , wear [ Richmond , 3 8 7 : �  

or wear around righ t leg [Richmond , 38 7 : 2 ] . 
10378 . Measure man with new yel low co tton , t i e  9 kno t s , and wear around wai s t  

[Norfolk . 4 5 8 : 4 ] . 
10379 .  Woman wipes man with � piece o f  cloth , t ies the cloth into 9 kno t s  

and vears i t  around her wai s t , and h e  cannot have anyone but her [Washington , 
D . c • • 825 : 15 ] . 

10380 . Penis measured , 9 kno t s  in str ing , worn around her wai s t . [New Orleans , 
(850) . 1316 : 3 ;  MOb ile , ( 6 71) , 88 1 : 4 . ] 

10381 . "New dOmestic [ cloth ] , while woman wiping man , make a kno t in and a 
�. wbataa.ever [you ] want and tie it [kno t ]  to you until 9 knot s ,  you then 
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£ees on i t  9 mornings , then wear around your waist . "  [ This is my abbreviated and 
pencil-scribbled transcription of a rite on a cylinder missed by my transcriber : 
Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 71 ) , 15 7 2 : 4 ,  informant good , original scribble a ttached and in 
MS . ]  

1038 2 .  Woman measures man with string , t ies 9 knots in it , and wears around 
her ankle . [Memphis , ( 9 6 6 ) , 1561 : 4 . ] 

1038 3 . Woman measures man ' s penis with black thread , t ies 9 knot s  in it and 
wears around r ight leg. [Washington , D . C . , 816 : 1 . ] 

10384 . Woman measures man , talks to the string while tying 9 knots in it , 
drawing each knot to her as it is being t ied , and wears around her leg . [Wash
ington , D . C . , 805 : 4 . ] 

10385 . Woman measures man , ties 9 knots in string , and at midnight draws the 
string over a p iece o f  Eve root held in the left  hand . [Washington , D . C . , 813 : 9. ]  

10386 . Woman measures man , t ies a knot in the string each morning for 9 days , 
and wears it [Washington , D . C . , 80 7 : 2 ] . 

1038 7 .  Measure penis with raw-cotton string , tie 9 knot s ,  wear round waist 
[Mobile , 94 7 : 5 ] . 

1038 8 . Tie 9 knots in cotton or cord string and then measure man and wear 
string around leg [Mobile , 8 81 : 1 ] . 

10389 . New piece o f  ye l low domestic , wipe , 9 knots , wear around waist . 
[Mobile , 8 7 1 : 2 . ] 

10390 . Wipe him with strip from his underwear , tie 9 knots , wear around 
waist [Mobile , 9 7 8 : 6 ] . 

10391 . Wipe him with � pocket handkerchief , tie piece o f  tape on , make 9 
knots , and wear around waist [Mobil e ,  8 98 : 2 ] . 

1039 2 .  Wipe man with b ed napkin , tie it into 9 knots , and wear around waist 
� tie around leg [Richmond , 308 : 4 ] . 

10393 . Wipe with cloth , tie  a knot at each end , do for 9 t imes [diffe rent 
occasions ] ,  wear around waist . [Mobile , Ala . , 8 74 : 1 . ] 

10394 . Woman takes cord 
KNOTS 14 string , measures man ' s pri

vates , t ies measurement into 
14 knots , and wears it j ust 
about [above or below]  the 
knee . [Memphis , 155 9 : 9 . ] 

AS MANY KNOTS AS WANTED - MEASURE LENGTH OF BED ! 10395 . Take cord string , 
measure length o f  bed , put 

in string as many knots as wanted , and keep in mattress on his side of bed . 
[Mobile , 9 7 9 : 9 . ] 

10396 . " Take dis snail • • •  squeez e ' im up an ' mix ' im up in vaseline • • •  grease 
yourself with i t  • • •  have intercourse with your wife • • •  she won ' t have any feeling 

for anyone else for about two weeks' [Vicksburg ,  ( 743) , 1013 : 7 ] .  
SNAIL OR S LUG 1039 7 .  "A snail an ' get that sl ime when she go to have · �. rub 

his penis up towards her • • •  it wil l  fall every t ime he go to fool 
vith anybody el se" [Vicksburg ,  ( 74 5 ) , 1016 : 2 ] .  

1039 8 . Grease woman with grease made from snail burned to ashes [Little aock, 
(815) , 1465 : 12 ] . 

1039 9 . "He kin take this snail an ' dress her while he knows he ' s � 
[home ] .  He kin take that red peppah an ' threw-it down at de do ' step• • •Sbe' ll be 
j is '  lak a rattlesnake by crawlin ' while he ' s  gone an ' she won '  pay • aa  [.am] 
any tenshun [ at tention ] ; she ' ll [be ] sociable wit ' em but dey caa' c  ca.e ia dere" 
[Little Rock , ( 8 9 7 ) , 14 70 : 1 ] . 

10400 . Merely gre ase man with snail [Norfolk , 4 90 : 2 ] .  
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10401 . Man mixe s snail slime , snuff and butter [ 3  ingredients ] :  rub on woman' s 
vagina ; any other man approaching it will fall [Petersburg , 41 7 : 8 ] . 

1040 2 . Man mixe s snail and grease , rub it  on his peni s , has intercourse with 
the woman , any other man approaching that woman will fall [Richmond , 34 1 : 3 ] . 

10403 . Put snail s l ime on woman , any man entering will ge t s tuck [Nor folk , 
46 6 : 2 ] . 

10404 . Dry snail [ in cloth ] , rub down 3 t imes over privates , bury ; "as long 
as that be down , you vill [b e down ] too" [Mob ile , 84 5 : 4 ] . 

10405 . Rub snail on woman ' s  vagina , " dat ' ll t i e  her up " [ i f  she has ano ther 
man ] • [Mob ile 8 81 : 2 . ] 

10406 . Rub snail over vagina ; "next man will get s tuck" [ Vicksb ur g ,  9 9 0 : 9 ] . 
10407 . "Take a snail shell [not the snail ] and rub i t  acro s s  her s tomach j us t  

l ike when she asleep , and wrap it up into a rag and carry it in your left-hand 
pocket , and she ' ll never have a man until he come b ack [Vicksburg , 1059 : 3 ] . 

10408 . Dry up a snail and mix thi s dus t with fluid from b i tch in heat - put 
on woman , man will stick to her [Norfol�l6 : 7 ] . 

10 . HAG AND WITCH RETURN 

[Beliefs ab out The Hag and Witch in Hag Form will b e  found in the sect ion so 
named , numbers 4 2 9-544 , pages 135-164 , volume 1 .  S imilar beliefs are scattered 
through the complete or partial interviews , volume 2 ,  etc . Theoret ically a hag 
dis turb s a sleep ing person , rides him or her ; an old- fashioned witch does not -
yet see No . , et c . ] 

10409 . [ The wo rds witch and witchcraft are used many t imes in thes e volumes , 
words common down the Atlant i c  coa s t  from Maryland thro ugh Florida . Here are 
s everal more to add to the long lis t :  de man who do ' s  de evil verk is cal led de 

vitchcraft , and same informant adds , jis ' lak 
THE WORDS WITCH AND WITCHCRAFT if ah wan ' a vi tch yuh now. [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  

88 : 4+85 . ] Ano ther informant says : huntin ' fo ' a 
job,  go tuh a vitchcraft an '  git a lucky "hand. " [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 21 1 ) , 
117 : 4+85 . ] 

10410.  "They tell me witches have tho s e  [ a  b lack cat lucky bone ] wi t ' em an ' 
yo ' kin go right where yo ' wan ' a an ' no t b e  seen a heap o f  t imes . "  [ Here we have 

hag ,  wi tch and owner of b lack cat 
BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE MAKES WITCH INVIS IBLE lucky bone grouped together . There 

i s  not too much material telling us 
how a wi tch or hag change s s hape or disappears . ]  [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 1 5 9 ) , 
7 1 : 1+85 . ] 

104 11 . Bib l e  under head in b ed [ under pillow or mattress ] keeps witch away . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 206) , 113 : 8+85 ; also informant 31 at Hamp ton , Va . ] 

Bib le under head o f  b ed [ on floor ] 
BIBLE - SIFTER - 3 P INS - BROOM - RED MEAT keep s wi tch away . [ Balt imore , Md . ,  

(near 142) , 46 : 4+85 . ] Bible under 
b ed and hang s i fter overhead . [Deal I sland , Md . , (108) , 16 : 3+85 . ]  Bib le and 3 
p ins to keep hag away . [Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 343) , 2 8 7 : 2+85 . ]  Bib le under p illow and 
3 stick pins [ ordinary pins ] underhead . The hag turned into a little piece of 
red meat , found next morning . S top the meat up and the hag [ unab le to b reathe ] 
will come . [Richmond ,  Va . , ( 3 4 3 ) , 2 8 7 : 2+85 . ]  Bible and s tub o f  a b room [ the 
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straw part o f  a wo rn-out b room]  a t  head o f  b ed to keep hag away . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( ab out 24 9 ) , 161+8 5 , di ffuse story no t wor th copying . ] 

10412 . Dey call y o ' like when y o ' sleepin ' . An ' dey has de b o t tle fixed an ' 
dey call s y o ' an ' soon as yo ' answer , den dey put dat s t opper in an ' kno ck i t  

BOTTLE - NAME CALLED - BREATH STOPPED UP IN 
down t i ght . Well , dat ' s  supposed 
to b e  i f  a hag is ridin ' dem an ' 
dey think it ' s  yo ' .  Well , dat ' s  

de way dey ketch chah . [ For catching person ' s spirit in b o t tle , see No s . 38-41 , 
p . 24 f . , v . l ;  in the lat ter o f  these rites , performer sub s t i tuting hi s own b reath 
for vi c t im ' s ! ] [ J acksonvill e , Fla . , ( 5 9 6) , 7 6 8 : 11 . ] 

10413 . My mo ther told me once there was a woman , she 
BOTTLE FILLED WITH WATER had ano ther woman . Thi s lady took a b o t t le full o f  

water . She [hag ] came in that night . The lady put 
the s topper in the b o t tle and caught her in there , and she didn ' t live very long . 
[ Fredericksb urg , Va . ,  ( 5 3 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

10414 . Do somebody dat way - take a b o t tle an ' put a green leaf in i t . 
(Any kind of a green leaf? ) 
Any kind o f  a green leaf . Call d i s  fellah an ' 

den yo ' got hi s voice in dere . Take some runnin ' 
he answer yo ' .  S top  i t  up , 
water an ' throw it in dere 

[ throw the b o t t l e  into run
ning water ] , an ' he ' ll b e  
gone . 

BOTTLE - GREEN LEAF IN - CALL VI CTIM ' S NAME 
BE ANSWERING - STOP UP BOTTLE - INTO RUNN ING WATER 

you , you call and he mus t answer you? ) 
ri te . ] 

Yes . 

(But the fellow mus t answer 
[He had said thi s on f i r s t  giving the 

(Why do you put that green leaf in there? Do you know why i t ' s  done? ) 
To hold hi s voice . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (11 5 8 ) , 192 9 : 2 . ]  
10415 . She caught i t  [ hag ] in a b o t t l e . She put the b o t tle under her b ed ,  

�urned the mouth o f  i t  toward the bed - under b ed - i t  was a b lack bug [ in the 

l!IOTILE UNDER BED - IF BLACK BUG FOUND IN 
IT IS  A HAG CAUGHT - WILL COME TO BORROW 

b o t tle next morning ] . The f i r s t  
person coming to the house next morn
ing and asking for a match or salt or 
any thing , i f  she give to her , won ' t 

set rid o f  the hag . [ For loans to wi tches , see NEVER LEND TO WITCHES , No . l6 3 3 8 , 
p. 875 . in Fo lklore from Adams County Il linois , 2nd ed . ,  and elsewhere in wi tch
era£ � section . ] If you don ' t l e t  the bug out the b o t tle , the person will die . 
(S�ory rather disconnected , i f  no thing b e t ter may trans crib e  for a footno te . )  
[This was my no te sho r t ly after transcrib ing cylinder . Never g o t  back t o  i t . ]  
[W1lmington , N .  Car . , (214 ) , 1 20 : 9+85 . ]  

10416 . S tory how to catch a hag with needles in b o t tle . Check later and copy 
if wan ted . Hag turns to j elly-water . [ Ri t e  following gives numb er . ] 

IOTILE - 9 NEEDLES IN - TO CAT CH HAG 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 2 3 ) , 2 5 8 : 5+85 . ]  
10417 . Keep hag away - 9 needles in bot
tle . [ Caught hag ] looked like j elly f i sh .  

10� .uch o f  story . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 2 3 ) , 2 58 : 5+85 . ]  
10418 . [They ] tole me . An ' dey kept aftah d i s  fellah tuh go to de house wit 

•ea an' stay wi t dem dat night , but he would nevah go . So  dey kept on asking 
� to s t ay wi t dem.  Well , dere s ame stealing down to de sto ' an ' dere had been 
sa.e stuf f [ taken ] outa dere an ' dey nevah did ket ch up wi t ' em .  

So eventually dey kept o n  af tah d e  b oy an ' he dec ided he ' d  s tay vi �  ' em  dat 
�lb� · So late dat ni ght ' bout de middle of de night , ' bout one ' clock dey go t 
., .  Well . he d i dn ' t s leep any . He watched dem .  An ' dey had a fiahp1ace an ' dey 
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went an ' got eight bottles . Dere was eight o f  dem [ 8  people ] .  Dey went an ' g ot 
eight bottles an ' dey sot [ s at ]  in fron t o f  de fiahplace . Dey blowed in de bot

THERE HAD BEEN S TEALING IN TOWN - NO ONE CAUGHT 
8 WITCHES PERS UADED MAN TO S TAY ALL NIGHT WITH 
THEM IN VACANT HOUSE - 1 P . M . THEY GOT UP - HE 
SECRETLY WATCHED - THEY WITH 8 BOTTLES SAT IN 
FRONT OF FIREPLACE - EACH BLEW INTO HIS BOTTLE 
SAYING SOME WORDS - UP CHIMNEY THEY FLEW - HE 
BLEW INTO BOTTLE - SAID WORDS - FOLLOWED THEM 
UP CHIMNEY - THEY LANDED IN FRONT OF A STORE 
THEY SHOWED HIM WAY TO ENTER THROUGH KEYHOLE 
THEY TOOK WHAT THEY WANTED - SAID EXIT WORDS 
HE FORGOT WORDS AND NEXT MORNING WAS CAPTURED 

tles and dey said sompin an ' 
dey went up de chimley . So  he 
s e e  ' em .  An ' he went , go t ' im 
a b o tt l e .  He ' cide [ decided ] 
he ' d  t r y  it . He went an ' got 
' im a b o t tle , an ' he said de 
same thing dey s ai d , an ' blowed 
in de b o t t l e , an ' he went up de 
chimley . Well , when dey come 
out , dey come out on de street 
s ee , right in front de s to ' . 
So he come out in front de sto ',  
too . So  dey al l s t andin ' der e 

an ' dey showed him de way dey went through de keyhole - went through de keyhole 
in de s to ' . S o  he s aid de s ame thing an ' he went rhough d e  keyhole ,  too . Well , 
dey go t what dey wanted an ' dey come on b ack through de keyhole .  Dey said de 
wor d , dey come out , but he for got de wor d . He forgo t  de word an ' der e he was 
right der e de next morning when de man [ s to r e  owner ] got der e .  

(They caught him? ) 
Yeah dey caught ' im. [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (997 ) , 1613 : 14 . ] 
10419 . If wit ches start  to ride you , al l you ' ve got to do i s  lay a new broom 

at your door and she has to count ever y straw in it before she pas s es over i t . 

BROOM - NEW - LAY AT DOOR 
By that t ime you ' ll be out o f  your bed and gone on 
to work . [Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 5 8 ) , by  Ediphone . ]  
10420 . Dey use a new broom. Dey t ake a new b room 

an ' put it cros s  de do ' an ' dey ain ' t goin ' step ovah i t . 
(That will keep them away . )  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 2190 : 13 . ] 
10421 . Well , it supposed to be nuthin but a hag r ide chew . Jes ' lak yo ' 

can ' t sleep at night , yo ' know . S ee , de hag j ump on yo ' an ' will ride yo ' an ' 

HANG CAP OVER DOORKNOB TO COVER KEYHOLE 
OR LEAN STRAW BROOM AGAINST DOOR KNOB 

HAG LOOKS L IKE BALL OF JELLY - PEACH TREE GUM 

can ' t res t . I f  yo ' g i t s  up in 
de night an ' put de broom , a 
straw broom , acro s s  d e  path right 
wheresomevah dey suppo s ed tuh 
come in an ' in de mawnin ' when 

yo ' go by dere , yo ' b e  done caught de witch . It ' ll be nuthin but a ball o f  j elly 
dat look lak d e  watah [ gummy sap ] out o f  a peach tree . 

(You said you put the cap what? ) 
Put a cap ovah de do ' [ the knob o f  door with man ' s  cap over the keyhole ] .  

[Straw broom for sweeping floor , has long wooden handle ; hand broom is made o f  
smal l twigs o r  long gras s doub led together and t ied a t  b end for a handle . ]  
[Florence , S .  Car . , ( 130 6 ) , 2211 : 6 . ] 

BROOM ACROSS FOOT OF BED 

BROOM - SWEEP BED HEAD 
TO FOOT - 9 NIGHTS 

BROOMSTRAWS 

104 22 .  Broom laid ac ross foot o f  bed t o  keep hag 
away . [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 1 2 ) , 585 : 2 . ] 
10423 . Take broom and sweep down [b ed ] t o  keep hag 
away ev ' r y night before you get in ; [ sweep b ed ] head 
down to foot of b ed . Do 9 night s . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 2 24) , 142 : 4a+8 5 . ] 
10424 . Brooms traws acr o s s  the head of bed keeps hag 
away . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 3 2 ) , 156 : 4+8 5 . ]  
10425 . "Put a s traw [brooms t raw ] or e ither a broom 

under your b ed , under your head , or put it in your p il l ow • • •  they [ t he hag ] won ' t 
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bother you. " [Norfolk , Va . , (465) , 45 8 : 6 . ] 
104 2 6 . Flaxs eed at bed to catch vitch . [Mobile , 

FLAXSEED AND BUCKET OF WATER Ala . , (666) , 875 : 1 7 . ] 
104 2 7 . Bucket o f  water under bed and flazseed. 

Next morning you will find bug , the hag . [ S tory not worth writing out. ]  [Wil
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 146 : 1+8 5 . ]  

10428 . Put fork under pillow to keep hag from riding you [ for bag or vitch 
riding you s ee p . l36 f . , v . l ,  margin t itle WITCH RIDES PERSON ] at Petersburg , Va. , 

FORK - PIERCING TOOL - PROTECTION AGAINST HAG 
(44 7 ) , 4 23 : 6 ;  at Wilmington , R .  
Car . , ( 208) , 114 : 5+85 . ] 
1042 9 .  To keep the witch away, 

put three-tined fork under pillow ( s aid wi fe) ; four-tined said husb and (neither 
of course said tined) . My as sistant and I [his phot o at end of v . 2 ] , and our 
driver who knew the place and people , collect ed this among the hills and woods 
some miles out from Fredericksburg , Va . It was the darkest night I had seen in 
years . Even inside the house the lamp gave j us t  ab out enough light t o  see what 
I was writing . 

104 30 . Stick fork in leather bottom o f  chair t o  keep witch from riding you. 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 205) , 112 : 1+8 5 . ]  

10431 . Loops they put feet through in horse ' s  mane . [Those loop s  made in 
mane of horse  by witch , when she or he rides it  at night , are her or his stir

HORSE - MANE OF - STIRRUP S IN - BY RIDING WITCH 
rups . For this horse riding 
s ee WITCH RIDE S HORSE , pp . l41-
14 3 ,  v . l ] . [ S omewhere near 

Princes s Anne or Snow Hill , Md . ,  by hand , from inf ormant 10 2 . ] 

HORSEHAIR OR MULEHAIR ON WRIST 
104 3 2 .  Git a strand an ' tie it round yore wrist.  
( S trand o f  what ? )  
De animal hair , tie it round yore wri s t . Dey 

say dat keeps ' em b ack , de wit ches . 
(The hair from any kind o f  an animal? What kind of an animal? )  
Anything . Mule [ or hor s e ]  anythin ' [with long hair ] like dat . Jes ' s ince 

it ' s  a hair yo ' kin git round yore wri s t . [ S avannah , Ga . , (127 2) , 215 3 : 7 . ] 
10433 . I ' ve heard a gentleman say that you can take a piece of hor sehair and 

put i t  under your doorstep , and you won ' t have any trouble with anyone coming to 

II>RSEHAIR UNDER DOORSTEP 

the horse will not cro s s  
b y  Ediphone , No . 3 3 . ] 

b other you. An evil per s on won ' t  come to your house . 
[This counter-magic i s  like the hair o f  the dog that 

bit  you . If  not the hor se , at leas t the wit ch riding 
the buried hor sehair . ]  [Petersburg , Va . , first vi sit , 

104 34 . A wit ch an ' a ha ' nt i s  a diff ' rent thing , whoever yo ' learnt it . A 
vitch is a thing dey claim rides yo ' at night . An ' den i f  yo ' bein ' rided at 

1/ITCH • • •  RIDES YOU AT NIGHT - KEEP OUT 
BY NAILING HORSESHOE OVER DOOR 

ARD WRITE YOUR NAME IN CENTER OF IT 

night wit witches , yo ' wanta git rid of  
de witches , yo ' take a horseshoe an '  na il  
i t  up  ovah yo ' do ' .  Write yore na.e in 
de center o f  de hor seshoe , right up ovah 
yore do ' ; ins ide de hous e ,  not out . [ID-

formant anticipates my ques tion . ] Oh , out s ide or inside , either one j es '  so it 
be ovah yore do ' .  Dat ' ll stop de wit ches from coming in . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

BDRSESHOE AGAINST HAGS AND SPIRITS 
(1031) , 1 6 7 7 : 5 . ] 
10435 . Horseshoe or new board over door and 
spirits won ' t  b other you [witch or bag at 

work has a spirit form] . [Nor folk , Va . , (465) , 458 : 7 . ] 
10436 . Horseshoe over door keeps spirits away [Mobile , Ala . , 863 : 11] . 
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10437 . Horseshoe over door "keep s peace in your house" [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  
( 7 3 2 ) , 100 2 : 8 ] .  10438 . Horseshoe over door , points up , keeps hags away [Mob ile , 

JELLY - LUMP O F  - HAG LOOKS LIKE 
8 65 : 4 ] .  
1043 9 . Hag looks l ike a lump o f  j elly [ Jack
sonville ,  Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 65 : 7 .  For s imilar 

beliefs s ee No . l 04 2 1 ,  p . 3 9 9 6  and els ewhere ] .  

KEYHOLE - WITCH OR HAG ENTERS THROUGH 

KNIFE AND FORK C ROSSED UNDER P ILLOW 

KNIFE AND FORK - OF S ILVER - CRO S S ED 
OR POCKET KN I FE - OR WITCH IN ' KNIVES 

1044 0 .  A wi tch comes through the key
hole and leaves her skin outs ide . [ Fred
ericksburg , Va . , ( 8 1 ) , by Ed iphone . 
[ There are many o f  the s e  keyhole-b eliefs , 
see No . l 0418 and els ewhere . ]  
10441 . Knife and fork cro s s ed under the 
pillow to keep wi tch away [Mob ile , 8 61 : 2 ]  
or to keep witch from riding you [ Fred
ericksburg , 67  by Ediphone ] . 
10442 . A witch will ride yo ' .  Yo ' kin 
take a s ilver knife an ' fo ' k  an ' cross  
it , put it in yore bed an ' dey won ' t  

bother yo ' .  Den yo ' kin take a sharp knife , pocketknife , an ' put it  in dere 
put it under de bed . Ah us e one dese wi tahin ' knives undah mah b ed all de time . 
Dat cut ' s  ' em off . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1134 ) , 1 8 9 2 : 8 . ] 

WRD HA VE MERCY! 3 TIMES 
10443 . Dere a hag . You wake up 
yuh , [you ] say , Lord� have me:roay ! 
Lo:rod� have me:roay ! Three times . 

an ' dey been aroun ' 
Lo:rod� have me:roay ! 

An '  den [ you can ] go 
to sleep in dere . [ Jacksonville ,  F la . , (55 0 ) , 68 9 : 8+8 5 . ]  

10444 . New lumb er keep s spirits or gho s t s  away - b elieved every
LUMBER - NEW where [Mob ile , Ala . , 8 65 : 3 ] .  

MUSTARD SEED 
10445 . Dese dey call such as witches . Ah heard de older folks 
say dat dat wus somp in s imilar to somebody dat wus an enemy to yo ' .  
S ee , lak dat . Dey came dere an ' worried yo ' . Dey claimed dat yo ' 

kin take sech as de mus tard s eed , carry dat in dere an ' j es '  sprinkle it all 
around de place . Yo ' see , when dey came in dat [ the s eeds ] dey would have tub 
s top an ' count each an ' every s eed b efo ' dey could interfere ; an ' b efo ' dey ' d git 
through count ing de s eeds , why it ' s  day would b r eak on ' em an ' dey would have to 
go . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 94 ) , 2 5 0 6 : 9 . ] 

1044 6 .  "Take you some mus tard s eed an ' throw dem on d e  flo ' • • •  de hag dey 
go t ta count ev ' y  one doh z s eed" [ Jacksonville , ( 5 9 7 ) , 7 7 0 : 1 0 ] . 1044 7 . Mus tard 

MUSTARD SEED ON FLOOR - HAG MUST COUNT 
SOMETIMES WITH SALT IN OR NEAR BED 
AT OTHER TIMES 9 MUSTARD SEED AND SALT 
NEXT MORNING HAG WILL BE INSECT OR WORM 

s eed to catch hag , not muah of s to:roy 
[Wilmington , ( 1 9 8 ) , 104 : 1+85 . ]  
10448 . Mus tard s eed to catch hag ; next 
morn ing kill anything "you see neaked" -
if ant , pull o f f  leg ; whatever you do 
to the ant will happen to the hag [Wil-

mington , ( 2 04 ) , 10 9 : 6+8 5 ] . 1044 9 . To keep hag from riding you : box of s al t  in 
b e d , mus tard seed down by b e d  [Wilmington , ( 3 1 5 ) , 24 3 : 6 ] .  104 5 0 . Us e 9 mus tard 
s eed and sal t , next morning the hag will be a little worm in the room [Wilmington , 
7 9 : 1+85 ] . 

10451 . I f  ah knows yore name , well at nine ' clock at night ah call yore name 
through a black art , which is cause an ' [which is the cause o f  and contains ] a 
witch , call ing yore name . Only three time dat ah calls yore name , b ut ah wills  
mah voice will ring in de back [ o f  your mind ? ] dat will go  to yo ' in  yore sleep 
an ' caus e a worriat ion upon yo ' de next morning . Yo ' l l be worried over de one 
who dat chew long to meet or who it is dat wants chew - womans , wife or gurl , or 
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whatevah i t  i s . Dey want chew a t  one ' cl o ck i n  d e  night , when you [ are ] wors t .  
When dey are sleep ing dat seem to me as a b e t ter time t o  get hol t tuh [hole to ] 
' em.  

(What do you mean you call them through the b lack art?  What ' s  the b lack art ? )  
Well , dat ' s a t  night . Ah have - was sold mahself to contain o f  a witch , work-

ings o f  witchcraft onto de b ody o f  de person . 
(Well , do you mean you b ecome a wi tch when you do that ? )  
Nah , ah wouldn ' t  come [b ecome ] a wi tch [ and fly away ] . Ah stay home . 
(You s tay home , b ut • • •  ) 
To my own hous e .  Ah wouldn ' t  have ' em 

mi ght call [ l ike usin g ]  dis here ' lectric 
dere . But using dere name , whi ch you 
telephone . 

NAME - CALLED 3 TIME S AT 9 P . M. BY BLACK ART 
BY INFORMANT WHO SOLD SELF TO BECOME A WITCH 

(That will make them do what you 
want or s omething of that sort ? )  
Yes , dat will carry ' em t o  de 
house , b ut ah wouldn ' t  tell you 
dat will make you s t ay when you 
gi t  dere . 

CLIENT WANTS SLEEPING VI CTIM TO ARRIVE ABOUT 
1 A . M. - WITCH WRITES 3 VERSES FROM II KINGS 
ON SAME PAPER - ALSO NAME - RING DRAWN ABOUT 
9 FIGURE S BELOW - WOMAN PUTS IN HER MATTRE S S  (What would make them s tay there? ) 

Ah ' m  usin ' dere name on i t . Ah ' d  
s trip three ver ses out o f  de Bib l e , whi ch ah would take de 2nd Kings , writin ' 
dere name an ' drawin ' a ring round i t  with nine fi gures b elow - mus t  b e  nine b e
low dere name : dere wi fe ' s  name o r  de woman ' s  name down b elow dat . Put it  into 
de mattress of de b ed .  

(Then after this person has b een called to go to thi s woman ' s  house , that will 
keep him ther e ? )  

Yes , got s omepin to keep him o f f  [ away from home ] . Whether h e  might wanta 
s t ay ,  ah don ' t know . But he [ p erson I worked on ] stay over dere yet . Dat ' s 
right heah in de city . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 5 3 8 ) , 65 6 : 3 . ] 

NEEDLE S - NEW - UNDER HAG ' S STEP S 
1045 2 . New needles s tick under [hag ' s ]  
s tep s - couldn ' t  leave - took sick - sent 
over t o  b orrow s alt  - s to ry di ffuse - in 

lowland dialect . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 7 ) , 540 : 7+8 5 .  For ano ther examp le 
of this man ' s  work , see No . l059 , p . 40 2 , v . l ,  given under margin title SPITTING . ]  

1045 3 . Take 12 needles in pile - put t o  head o f  b ed - hag will count the 
needles - you catch her . Ev ' ry time they count a certain distance they ' ll forget 

NEEDLE S 12 IN PILE AT HEAD OF BED 

PEPPER SEEDS ON FLOOR 

RED PEPPER PREVENTS WITCH 
FROM REENTERING SKIN 

and mus t  s tart over again . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , (211) , 118 : 1+85 . ]  
10454 . Peppah seeds on floor . When they 
[ha g ]  comes in , mus t  pick up each grain . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 4 ) , 14 2 : 4+85 . ]  
10455 . Sprinkle red pepper [ on their skin ] . 
Why dey can ' t go b ack in de skin . Put i t  
[ red pepper ] i n  d e  keyhole o f  de door and 

sprinkle a lit tle all down on de floo r . Red pepper will keep dem from goin ' back 
in de skin . Yo ' see , dey gi t s  out de skin when dey rides yuh . [ Jacksonville , 

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR AGAINST HAGS 

IDLER UNFOLDED STRETCHED OUT AT BED 

Fla . , (59 7 ) , 7 7 0 : 11 . ] 
10456 . Take red pepper an ' grind it up an '  
put sulphur an ' s t u f f  i n  it . Dat ' s  g ood  
fo ' hags . 
( I f  the hags are riding you? ) 
Yes sir . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1340) , 2317 : 3.] 
1045 7 . Take new ruler [ folding siz-foot 
rul e ]  lay i t  open , extend it out . dri�s 
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ghosts  o r  hags away . [Here i s  a p roblem for gho s t  o r  hag to solve ! Here is  
ano ther numb ers o r  counting p roblem. ] [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 38 : 11 . ] 

10458 . I f  a witch ridin ' yuh , bo therin ' yo ' , followin ' yo ' aroun ' , yo ' kin 
git salt , cookin ' salt , an ' tie i t  up in a l i t t l e  rag an ' yo ' kin git rid of dat 

witch . She can ' t s t and sal t . 
SALT IN BEDROOM DRIVES AWAY HAG (What do you do with that rag then? ) 

Yo ' take dat rag an ' yo ' ties i t  an ' yo ' lets 
i t  s t ay right in yore room.  An '  yo ' have tuh put a little lard on dat rag . Yo ' 
know , have it  kinda greasy . An '  j es '  hang dat rag right up in yore room an ' dat 
witch ain ' t ga in ' tuh bother yo ' no more . So , dat ' s  de onliest t ime - look , lak 
de witch will bother when yo ' in , yo ' know , in yo ' room tryin ' tuh rest , be try
in ' tuh ride yuh . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 1610 : 3 . ] 

SALT IN BED OR AT DOOR 
104 59 .  "Put a box of salt in your bed wi t chew an ' dey 
[ hag ] won ' t bother you . " [Wilmingt on , ( 31 5 ) , 24 3 : 6 . ] 
1046 0 .  Put salt at door , hag can ' t enter house at 

night . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 25 5 ) , 1 7 5 : 8 . ] 
10461 . Ah heard mah mo ther tell de  s t ory ab out a witch would come every night 

an ' git in de girl ' s  bed . When de girl went out [ o f  room or away for evening ] 

SALT AND RED PEPPER WITCH SHEDS 
an ' she [ hag ] come in an ' would git out of her 
skin an ' gi t in her bed . An '  one night she 
came in an ' de girl came in an ' seen de skin 

dere an ' she put [usually red ] p epper an ' salt on i t . An '  den when she come t o  
git  b ack i n  h e r  skin i t  j es '  runned h e r  crazy . The witch left  dere an ' dey say 
never came back no mo ' .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 626) , 8 01 : 3 . ] 

1046 2 .  I f  you put salt and red p epper in emp ty skin o f  wit ch , she or he will 
b e  unab le to reent er the skin . [ This was a common theme down the At lant coas t 
l ine . ] [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 211) , 1 1 8  : 2+8 5 . ]  

1046 3 .  "Put salt and p epper in yore chimley [ fireplace ] and keep your rooms 
sprinkle round in de co rners , you know . That will keep them wit ches out . "  [ Chimr 

SALT AND PEPPER IN CHIMNEY OR FIREPLACE 
WITCHES SOMETIMES USE CHIMNEY - QUINCUNX 

ney or firep lace is used here because 
wit ches sometimes go up or come down 
the chimney . S ince fireplace is  the 
f ifth point within the four corners 

of the room , we have here a quincunx rit e . ] [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 6 0 9 ) , 7 8 7 : 6 . ] 
10464 . Gi t chew a han ' fula san ' [ sand ] an ' put down side yore bed an ' when

evah he [wi t ch ]  come dere an ' mess wit chah , why he have to count ev ' ry one dem 

SAND - HANDFUL AT BED - WITCH MUST COUNT 
grains o f  sand ' fore he go , an ' dey 
say he gon ' a keep on countin ' dem 
ovah an ' ovah until he t ry to count 

' em all , but  he nevah would count ' em all ' fa [ b e fore ] dat morning . See , j es '  
count ' em ovah an ' ovah . [Way cro ss , Ga . , ( 106 5 ) , 1 7 23 : 1 7 . ] 

SCIS SORS UNDER PILLOW 
104 6 5 . Open new pair o f  scissors and put under pillow 
t o  prevent hag- riding [Mobile , ( 6 6 3 ) , 8 7 2 : ? ] .  [ For 
scis sors under bed , Jacksonville , see No . 529 , p . l 56 , 

v . l ; over bed or door , No . 54 2 , p . l61 , v . l ,  Elizabeth City . ] 

SHINGLE - NEW - KEEP S EVIL SPIRIT OR WITCH AWAY 

SHROUDS ON 2 HAGS RIDING TOGETHER - MAGI C  WORDS 

10466 . Use a new shingle . 
(To keep the witch away . )  
Keep evil spirit away . [Way
cro ss , Ga . , (1154) , 18 9 2 : 9 . ] 
104 6 7 . Wit ch ge t s  out of skin . 
"Two wit ches wit chcraftin ' t o

gether , riding people . When they go out the skin , they put on a shroud- like 
somepin with wings hangin ' down . I ' ll say , Through de keyho l e ; you ' ll say Right 
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after you etc. 1 1  [Wilmington , ( about 191 ) , 9 5 : 3+85 . ]  
10468 . Well , dey tell me how tuh ke tch ' em [hags ] is [ to ]  git a s i f ter yo ' 

see , an ' dey ' ll come in dere roun ' ' fore day , yo ' see , an ' dey count de holes 
dere an ' r i ght dere ' s  where i t  be yo ' ke tch [her ] coun t in ' dem hole s in de s i f ter . 

SIFTER - HOLES IN - COUNTED BY HAG 
S o  dey caught a ole lady lak dat once . 
(What did she look l ike when they caught her?) 
Well , she looked lak somp in didn ' t have no 

skin on , j es '  kinda like butter - not butter , j elly yo ' know . So  dey caught her 
an '  dey b eat her . De ole lady was s taying dere herself [ living in same house ] .  
[ S t .  P e tersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 1614 : 1 . ] 

SIFTER TURNED FACEDOWN 

S IFTER - HOW MANY HOLES IN? 

1046 9 . Sieve to keep witch o r  hag away [ Baltimore , 
46 : 3 ] .  
104 7 0 . Take a s ifter - take s a s ifter and t urn i t  
down o n  i t s  face [ op en s ide of s i fter down ] an ' 
' fore he leave s he ' s  go tta count every hole in dat 
sif ter . 
(The hag . ) [J acks onville , Fla . , ( 61 3) , 7 90 : 8 . ] 
10471 . " The old-fashioned sif ter i s  supposed t o  
have a thousand hole s in i t . "  [ My only example of 

this , informant 101 , near Snow Hill , Md . , by hand . ]  
104 7 2 .  Take f o ' ins tance i f  yo ' in bed an ' a witch be gin riding yo ' ,  why dey 

calls it de witch ; but my education place me in a position to know whut dey calls 

S I FTER NEAR CHAIR AT HEAD OF BED 
WY WITCH COUNTS HOLES OVER AND OVER 

dose , but at de same t ime we calls it de 
wi tch . 
Well , yo ' go t o  bed an ' de wi tch rides yo ' 
quite a b i t , j e s '  put a sif ter at de head 

of yo ' bed , by a chair dere . [Why near or on a chair ? Make yourself at home ? ] 
An '  i t ' s  qui t e  natural de next morning when yo ' git up , why yo ' ll ket ch de witch 
dere counting dose hole s over an ' over , cause dey afraid dey made a mi s t ake an ' 
dey count ' em over an ' over unt il day . 

[ I  ask a que stion too far away from microphone to be understood . ]  
Well , dey claim dat chew kin see i t . An '  then when yo ' see thi s  person - well 

quite natural when it sunup - yo ' say , "Leave ! "  It will leave . [ S t .  Peter sburg , 
Fla. , {j ust after 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 88 : 8 . ] 

104 7 3 .  [Here for conveni ence are two 
vitch from riding you [ Vi cksburg , ( 71 7 ) , 

rites  toge ther . ]  S ifter under bed keeps 
9 88 : 5 ] . 104 7 4 . " I  used to hear them 

IZD - SIFTER KEPT UNDER - SOMETIME S BOTTOM UPWARDS 
talk about taking a s ifter 
and turning i t  b o t t om upward 
under the bed , and they would 

cuunt the holes and it would be light [ day would 
coold see who it were , if she came to ride you . "  

come ] and you would b e  up and 
[ Fr edericksburg , Va . , Ediphone 

IZD - SIFTER AND MUSTARD SEED NEAR 

BREAST - SIFTER ON 

No . 42 . ] 
1047 5 .  S i f t er b e side bed , mus t ard seed by 
bed ; protection agains t hag [ double pro tec
t ion ] . [Wilmington , ( 213) , 118 : 8+8 5 . ]  
1047 6 .  Put a s i f ter on your b reas t [ imagine! ] 
and they have to go through them hole s . [ In

f�t 102 somewhere near Snow Hill on Eas tern Shore of Maryland , by hand . ] 

ClAIR - S I FTER UNDER TELLS WHETHER VI SITOR A WITCH 
IF SHE STAYS TOO LONG REMOVE SIFTER - SHE WILL LEAVE 

1047 7 . For people come to 
your house all the time 
and come and set too long , 
and see , you want them to 

8D home. S ay , you j us t  take a s ifter and put i t  up under their chair . And [ if ]  
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they ' ll j us t  s i t , s i t , and can ' t go , they is a witch ; but af t er [ if ]  they get up 
and go home , there [ they ] ain ' t witch . But they got to be re al old , old people . 
You see , you do that with a s if ter . [Usual ly a s teel ins trument is stuck into 
the bottom of the chair where it  won ' t  be seen by visitor . She can leave only 
af ter you remove the s t eel . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 3 ) , 1088 : 7 . ] 

10478 . A witch is worser than a gho s t , they tell me . You know these old hand 
s ifter s?  You put that at the door o f  your room.  He has got to go through every 

hole in that s if t er before he can come in your room . And if 
S I FTER AT DOOR day l ight catches him ,  he was found in the s if ter . Then kill 

whatever you find in the sifter and they kill the witch . [Old 
Point Comfor t ,  Va . , ( 2 1 , from somewhere nearby ) , by hand , prob ab ly out on street 
somewhere . ] 

10479 . I f  wit ch come in your room to r ide you , s i f ter at front door . [Mob il� 
Ala . , 86 3 : 3 . ] 

10480 . If they see a s trainer [ o r  s if ter ] at the foot of  the door , a wit ch 
has t o  go through each hole before enter ing the hous e .  B y  this t ime the night 
will have p assed away . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 6 2 ) 1 by Ed iphone . ]  

1048 1 .  They say that the only way t o  keep her from get ting b ack into her 
skin is to put a sif ter down at the door where she come s  in and she will have 
to go through every hole in that s i f ter and that will make it day and she can ' t 
get back in her skin . [Hamp ton , Va . , Ediphone 30 . ] 

1048 2 .  "You supposed to get a s if ter and swing i t  [ from a p iece of s t r ing ]  
a t  d e  door and dey can ' t go under dat s if ter or dey can ' t go b y  it  without count
ing ev ' ry hole in it . "  [Nor folk , Va . 1 (47 3 )  1 4 9 0 : 1 . ] 

1048 3 . "You hang a s if ter over the door and they have t o  penetrate through 
al l tho s e  holes , and by that t ime i t  i s  day and they can only r ide at night . "  
[Near Snow Hill , Md . ,  No . 89 ,  by hand . ]  

S I FTER - WITCH IN FORM OF DOG 

S IFTER - WITCH IN FORM OF CAT 

10484 . " S i f t er hung over door , next morning a 
dog walking around in the house will be the hag . "  
[Unusual and perhaps only example of  belief . 

Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 12) 1 118 : 4+8 5 . ] 
1048 5 . Sifter at door nine days ; witch comes in 
fo rm o f  a cat [ prob ab ly only example of this ] . 

[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 36 ) , 2 7 4 : 11+8 5 . ]  
1 0486 . I know a fel low at home [ somewhere in Virginia ] , a witch r ides him.  

This witch has b een r id ing him for several year s . He caught this witch once . 

DOORS ILL - S IFTER AND FORK AT 
I ' ll tell you how he caught him [ no t ice the sex ] . 
He placed a s if t er and a fork under the doorsill . 
The witch came in and couldn ' t  pas s  it  [ had to 

count the holes in the sifter and was afraid of the fork tines . ]  [Fredericksbur� 

2 FORKS IN S IFTER BOTTOM UPWARDS 

KEYHOLE - HANG S IFTER AT 

Va . , ( 4 7 ) , by Ed iphone . ]  
10487 . "Cro s s  two forks in the sifter and turn 
it b o ttom upwards , i f  witches is b ad in your 
hous e . "  [Vicksburg 1 Miss . 1 (7 3 1 )  1 1002 : 7 .  ] 
10488 . "They , old people , used t o  say , to 
ketch a wit ch get a sif ter and hang i t  up where 

they came through the keyhole . " [ Freder icksburg , Va . 1 ( 4 5 ) 1 by Ed iphone . ]  

NEW S IFTER - TURN 9 T IMES FROM YOU 
CALL ING NAME - LEAN S IFTER AWAY 

10489 . Take a new s if ter and turn it aroun ' 
nine t imes from you and call dere name , and 
then turn the handle from you this way , and 
then turn the s if t er par t  that way , and they 

will never come back to your house no mor e . 
(You turn the s i f t er towar d them? ) 
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Turn i t  away from you , t urn i t  nine t ime s away from you. 
(Then do you lay that s i f ter down or what ? )  
After you does that why you takes and lay s  i t  down , b ut 

part thi s  way and the handle thi saway [ demons trates ] .  
you turns the s i fter 

The handle back towards the hous e ,  the s i f ter part away from the house . )  
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 6 ) , 8 7 7 : 14 . ] 

1049 0 .  [An unusual variation ] : 
bug in the morning . You then take 

"Put down s i f ter [at night ] , you will find a 
a needle and count the holes in the sif t er 

BUG FOUND IN SIFTER NEXT MORNING I S  WITCH 
COUNT HOLES WITH NEEDLE - BEFORE YOU FINISH 
SOMEONE WILL COME ASKING TO BE TURNED LOOSE 

SILVER DIME IN KEYHOLE 

SULPHUR 

WATER UNDER BED : GLAS S OF 
PAN OF - BUCKET OF 

[ yo u  are playing the wi tch ' s part ! ]  
and b efore you have finished , some
one will come in and ask you to 
turn him loo se . " [Wilmington ,  N .  
Car . , ( 2 2 5 ) , 144 : 4+8 5 . ]  
1049 1 .  "Some people call a hag a 
wi tch . She rides you . To keep her 
from riding you , put a dime in the 
keyhole an ' she can ' t  come in. " 
[ Jacksonville , ( 5 6 3 ) , 7 0 2 : 2+8 5 . ]  
1049 2 .  Burning sulphur keep s hag 
from riding you . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 2 7 2 ) , 193 : 2+8 5 . ]  
1049 3 .  "Glas s o f  water under the 
b ed keeps hag away" [Wilmington , 

o f  water under bed s tops hag from riding 
vater and flaxseed , see No . l 04 2 6 . ] 

( 2 5 4 ) , 174 : 3+8 5 ] . 1049 4 . "Bas in 
you" [Mob ile , 8 9 1 : 10 ] . [ Fo r  b ucket o f  

1049 5 . Dey say , i f  dose hags wear yo ' out 
basin of water right in de line about hal fway 

WATER - PAN OF - ON FLOOR NEAR BED 
(A BROKEN-BONE RITE ] 

BIBLE - OR A GOOD-READING BOOK - UNDER HEAD 

ev ' ry nigh t  overnight , to put a 
o f  de p er son an ' den sleep wi t de 
Bible under dere head . 
(Where do they put that water ? )  
Dey put de water on de floor right 
in front o f  de bed . In de front 
of de b ed on de floor ab out hal f

way to de b ed b ut it be ' s  out s ide , not under de b ed .  [This is a b roken bone 
rite! ] An '  den sleep wi th de Bible , or a good-reading book , under yore head . 
(this is my only example o f  a good- reading book ! ] Dey will al so stop b o thering 
)'01 • [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3) , 159 1 : 14 . ] 

1 1 .  ADDITION TO - SELL SELF TO THE DEVIL 

1049 6 .  Dey says thet 
c.rse God fo ' everything 

if yo ' goes tuh de fork of de road an ' kneel down an ' 
pos sible thet chew ' ll be transformed intuh some kin ' a  

- YOUNG K>ON - KNEEL DOWN - CURSE GOD - MIDNIGHT 
� CROSSROAD - TO CHANGE INTO BEING CALLED WITCH 

b eing called a wi tch , an ' yo ' 
kin do anything dat ' s  in yo ' 
power . 

of the road at any particular time? ) 
Yeas , on a young moon . 
(In the daytime ? ) 
So ,  midni ght - on a young moon . 
10497 .  Those forks o f  the road ? 

(Do you go out t o  the fork 
(Time i s  imp o rtant for moon and sun . ]  

[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1005) , 1621 : 2 . ] 

I f  a man wants to j oin in vith the under-
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world work , he want to go t o  the forks o f  the road at b etween twelve and one 
o ' clock at night . He ' d  want to take his gui tar and he ' d  want to play it at 
twelve or one o ' clock at night ; see , at the forks of the road . And cus s  The 

UNDERWORLD WORK - TO BE UNDERWORLD MAN - GO TO 
FORKS OF ROAD BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 1 O ' CLOCK 
PLAY HIS GUITAR - CUS S THE FATHERJ THE SON AND 
THE HOLY GHOST - WHAT YOU WANT I S  ONLY GUIDE 

Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost , and he ' d  get them. His 
s ight would come through his 
eyes [sight would be only guide]  
where he could be a underworld 
man and anything don ' t bother 

him - the wo rry . 
take , that wasn ' t  
( 8 31) , 1 2 34 : 9 . ] 

And he ' d  j us t  s ay he j oined the devil and anything that he ' d  
right , well he ' d  b e  success ful at i t .  [New Orleans , La . , 

10498 .  Go to de forks o f  de road an ' walk b ack cro s s  de road n ine t imes , an ' 
look up an ' cus s God 9 times . An ' walk b ackwards cro s s  de road . Dey say yo ' 

BACKWARDS WALK 9 TIMES ACROSS  FORKS OF ROAD 
LOOKING UP INTO AI R AND CURS ING GOD EACH TIME 
THI S SELLS YOU TO DEVI L - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

done sold yo ' s elf  to de devi l .  
(Now here ' s  the forks o f  the 
ro ad . [I demonstrat e . ] I walk 
over the forks o f  the road . ) 
Nine times backwards .  
(N ine t imes b ackwards and I look 
up into the air and curs e God 

nine times . Then I ' ve sold mys elf to the devi l .  And then what do I do ? )  
Yo ' kin go b ack an ' do anything yo ' wanta do den .  [ S t .  P et ersb urg , Fla . , 

(1044) , 1 6 9 4 : 8 . ] 
10499 . When yo ' wants tuh s ell yo ' s elf  to de devi l , ah ' ve heard o f  dat . Yo ' 

go to de fa ' fo ' ks ah b ' l i eve fa ' nin e  mornings - or 15 morn ings , somepin lak dat . 

9 OR 1 5  MORNINGS GO TO THE FORKS OF THE ROAD 
YOU REPEAT A QUESTION 3 TIMES AND SAY : 
DEVILJ DEVILJ AH WANTS TUH BE WITH YOU 
WANTS TO WORK FOR YOU 
LAST MORNING YOU MEET WHOLE LOTSA RACKET 
I F  YOU KIN STAND DE FUSSING YOU HEAR 
THEN YOU CAN DO ALMOST ANYTHING IN THE WORLD 

Ah disrememb er how many mornings , 
but anyway , dey say yo ' kin go dere 
an ' repeat a ques tion . S ay yo ' re
peat dat ah think three times , ah 
b elieve , an ' s ay Devi l, Devi l, ah 
wants tuh be wi th chew; wants tuh 
work fo ' yo ' .  An ' dey say de las t 
mornin ' yo ' go , say den yo ' meets 
up wi th a whole lo t s a  racket an ' 

fuss an '  all lak dat . An ' dey say 
den yo ' kin do mo s t  anything in de 
Ga . , (1107 ) , 17 81 : 5 . ] 

i f  yo ' kin s t and de fussing dat chew hear , why 
worl ' - yo ' come to do any thing . [Waycro s s , 

1 05 00 . B ecaus e you will t ell i t  by de 
S ee ,  I know this b ecaus e I ' ve b een hurt . 

di ff ' rent - you have diff ' rent feelings. 
[He whispers s omething . ] 

3 TIMES TURN ROUND AT MIDNIGHT AT 4-WAY ROAD 
SAY : DEVIL TAKE ME - I SELL MAH SOULD TO YOU 

[ Several times whispering e lse
where meant "I don ' t  want to talk 
too loud, someone might hear me . "] 
(I see . You can t ell the differ
ence . )  
[ I f  you have b een tricked,  your 

feelings are different . Informant starts a s elling-yours elf-to- the-devil story . ] 
And then I remember this thing . You go to d e  fork o f  de road , but de road 

have to have four forks . S ee ,  four . [ This is sometimes called a 4-way road . ] 
(Four? ) 
Yes , sir , and you go there at midnight . And when you go there , you turn round 

three times and j us t  - and then I heard a man s ay ,  well he s ay he did i t . Well , 
he mus ta did s omepin b ecaus e he could do anything he wanted look like . And he 
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went there and he said he sold - told de devil , say , "Devil take me . I sell mah 
soul to you . " Now for knowing ; I don ' t know that , but I ' ve heard that . 

( I  see . That ' s  all right . What t ime did he go  out there? ) 
Twelve o ' clock . 
(At noon? ) 
At night , twelve o ' clock at night ; but you have t o  be in de four fork o f  de 

road . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 31) , 1001 : 2 . ] 
10501 . You kin go out to de forks o f  de 

LEARN ANYTHING YOU WANT AT CROSSROAD road and learn ab out anything there is 
that you ' d like to have - [ I ]  mean l ike 

to have done . If you wanta learn music , you can go to work and g i t  to the forks 
o f  the road and you kin learn it - j us '  what ever you desire to b e . [ Charle s ton , 

S .  Car . , ( 4 9 9 ) , 543 : 3 . ] 
TO LEARN MUSIC - VIS IT CROSSROAD SUNDAY 10502 . Mah mo thah ' s bro thah went out -

he wanta know how tuh pick a banj o ,  yo ' 
know . An '  he had tuh go  out on a Sunday - i t ' s  Sunday yo ' has tuh go . An '  he ' d  
go out on Sundays at de cro ss roads an ' s tart tuh learn how tuh p ick . [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , ( 1 4 7 3) , 2 6 5 3 : 14 . ] 

10503 . Well , i f  a person wanted tuh - say f o r  ins tance , i f  yo ' wanted tuh 
learn tuh do mos t  any dev ' lish act , yo ' know • • • •  Dey tell me whenevah yo ' learn 
tuh play a banj o or guitah or anything lak dat , dey go tuh work an ' sell yo ' self 
tuh de devil anyhow . S o  dey go right out tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road on Sunday morn
ing , yo ' know , befo ' day an ' play an ' try de p icks [ s trings ] .  S ay i t  will come 
tuh yo ' j es '  as natchral as any thing else yo ' wanta do dat ain ' t right . I t  will 
come tuh yo ' j es '  as natchral - yo ' know , perfect tuh yo ' . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

(1021) , 1651 : 1 . ] 
PICKING BOX OR DAN CING LATE AT CROSSROAD 10504 . Dey say , go tuh de fo ' k  of de 

SELLS YOU TO THE DEVIL road in de late hours at night , if yo ' 
wanta learn how tuh pick a box , or 

learn how tuh dance . Dat ' s sellin ' yo ' self tuh de devil . Ah ' ve heard of dat . 
(What do you do when you go  out there? ) 
Ah don ' know anything dey did , j es '  go out dere . [ F lorence , S .  Car . , (1284) , 

2181 : 10 . ] 
10505 . I f  yo ' wanta be a dancer , yo ' kin go to de fo ' k  of de road seven 

Sunday mawnin ' [b efore day ] an ' s tart dancin ' ; any dance yo ' wanta dance , yo ' 
kin dance i t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

DARCE 7 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT FORKS OF ROAD ( 1378) , 2448 : 21 . ] 
10506 . Yo ' go t o  de fo ' k  o f  de road 

iD de nighttime aftah twelve a ' clock , if  yo ' wanta be done sold yo ' self to de 
� .  an ' yo ' kin do mo s '  anything . Go t o  de fo ' k  of de road an ' carry a guita� 
Carry yo ' a guitah an ' set to de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' pick or f ingah i t ; if  yo ' 
� · t know how t o  pick , j es '  f ingah it . An ' anything dat come dere , don ' t git 
frightened or don ' t be scared , until day . Yo ' be success ful . 

(You learn how to play that guitar . )  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 1 7 83 : 6 . ] 
10507 . Ah wus told dat i f  yo ' wanted tuh learn tuh play music , somp in like 

scring music [ o r ]  mouth organ , yo ' go out tuh de fo ' ks of de road some dark 
night at twelve a ' clock . An ' if yo ' 

� NIGHT - MIDNIGHT - FORKS OF ROAD s tayed dere - dey tell me now - vit vbut 
come tuh see yo ' , well yo ' ll learn tuh 

pt.y .usic . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1174) , 1980 : 2 . ] 
10508 . Dey tell me dat on a Sunday night at twelve a ' clock if yo' could 

� [ f ind by chance here ? ] a fo ' k  of a road an ' - dey say s - an '  ba� uerve 
eepqgb to s tand whut chew see , yo ' kin come back tuh town an ' do .oat aaything 
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yo ' want ; but have a banj o or gui tah or s omp in t o  attract dis ole devil or s ompin 
whut dis  might be . But 
it go tta be a road wi t 
three fo ' ks to i t , an ' 
yo ' g o t t a  b e  dere a t  a 
certain time - at twel� 

3-FORKED ROAD - SUNDAY - 12 P . M. OR 4 P . M. - IF YOU CAN 
STAND THERE WITH BANJO OR GUITAR TO ATTRACT DEVIL 

YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO DO 

or fo ' .  An '  i f  yo ' kin s tand whut comes by yo ' self [you 
world ! ] . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1183 ) , 1 9 9 5 : 6 . ] 

have it made in this 

10509 . (What do they say ab out that ? )  
Well , they tell me you go t o  the fork o f  the road late at night , b y  yours el f ,  

with a gui tar . See , forks o f  d e  road - a road go this way and one go the o ther 

3 NIGHTS PLAY GUITAR AT FORKS OF ROAD 
way [ demons trate s ] . You s i t  there wi th 
that gui tar ' till it get dark , you under-

it ' s  get t ing dark . 
s tand , well you go 
you come an ' play , 
you want . 

s tand . It  kin b e  fair , but i t  come -
S ee . Wel l , if  you know how to play dat gui tar , you under

there and get in that fork of the road for three night s . And 
make any kind o f  tune - make any kind o f  no t e  on that gui tar 

(I see . ) [ This is learning to play bet ter or s elling self to devil . ]  [ Vicks
burg , Mis s . ,  ( 5 36 ) , 1007 : 3 . ] 

10510 . I f  yo ' got a gui- tah o r  ukul ele or eithah a banj o ,  an ' if yo ' wants 
tuh learn how tuh pick an ' yo ' can ' t learn with your own knowledge , yo ' take at 

ab out fo ' ' clock in d e  mawn-
4 O ' CLOCK IN MORNING S IT AT FORKS OF ROAD PICKING 
BANJO OR GUITAR - ALL SORTS OF FRIGHTNING THINGS 
APPEAR BECAUSE YOU ARE SELLING YOURSELF TO DEVIL 
IF YOU CAN PASS TEST - GO HOME AND PLAY ANYTHING 

in ' an ' go an ' s i t  out at de 
fo ' ks of de road , an ' b egins 
tuh p i ck .  Ev ' rythin ' wi ll 
app eah b efo ' yo ' but ' cos ' 
when yo ' do dat yo ' s ells 

yo ' self tuh de devil . I f  yo ' kin s tand tuh s ee all dos e things t uh come b efo ' 
yo ' , when yo ' come b ack home yo ' kin pick j es '  as well as i f  yo ' been doin ' i t  
fo ' t en or twelve yeahs ; i f  yo ' can ' t ,  [ then you ] b e  ' fraid o f  any thin ' dat come 
b e fo ' yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1306 ) , 2 2 10 : 2 . ] 

10511 . Well , j es '  lak i f  yo ' wanted tuh be a p ro fes s ional gamb ler o r  a pro
fessional s lick person. Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' s i t s  at fo ' forks , j es '  lak dat [ i s ]  

S I T  AT FORK O F  RO AD  - MIDNIGHT - UNTIL YOU HEAR 
CHAIN RATTLE - SPIRIT OR VOICE WILL TELL YOU HOW 
TO BECOME PROFESSIONAL GAMBLER OR SLICK PERSON 

fork right dere [ demons trates ] ,  
yo ' sits  right dere a t  a cer
tain hour lak midnight , until 
yo ' hear - dere ' l l b e  a chain 
rat t l in ' j es '  lak [ someone 

rat t l ing a ]  chain . An ' dere ' ll b e  a 
what somevah yo ' wants tuh know . An ' 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1582 : 4 . ] 

spirit or voice come up tuh yo ' an ' t ell yo ' 
i t  points yo ' tuh de way tuh go . [ S t . 

10512 . Dey t ell me yo ' coul d go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road : j es '  lak i f  yo ' 
wanted tuh s ell yo ' s el f tuh d e  devil , or want tuh learn how tuh pick a gui tah or 

AT MIDNIGHT GO TO FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE GUITAR 
P ICK IT - ALL SORTS OF DEVILS WILL APPEAR 
DON ' T  LET THEM BOTHER YOU - YOU BECOME MUS ICIAN 

anything lak dat , see . Yo ' go 
tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' at 
a c ertain hour o f  d e  night -
it b e  at twelve ' clock at 
night . Go tuh d e  fo ' ks of de 

road an ' go dere an ' play , an ' 
tuh ' em attah [ a f t er ]  dat hour 
anythin ' .  Ah have nevah t ried 

10513 . To a gui tar to - go  

all kinda devils an ' a l l  kinda thin ' s wi ll come 
at night , an ' den yo ' could learn how tuh play 
it . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 10 7 1 ) , 1 7 31 : 5 . ] 
t o  the forks o f  the road at midnight . The devil 
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comes and teaches you to play it . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 74) , 31 7 : 1 3 . ] 
10514 . To make mus ic , dey t el l  me , yo ' go to a fork of  de road at twelve 

' clock at night , an ' have yore guitah or whut kind of mus ic yo ' wanta make . 
Sit down an ' play , an ' real late somepin ' ll come up an ' take yore guitar an ' 
play a p iece fo ' yo ' .  An '  aftah den yo ' ll git it  down perfect . Dat ' s  de way 
dat is ah ' ve heard . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1033) , 1681 : 3 . ]  

1051 5 .  Dey go tuh d e  fo ' ks of  de road tuh learn mus ic . Yo ' go at twelve 
a ' clock in de night an ' yo ' have yore ins trument s ,  an ' yo ' stop in de centah o f  

CENTER OF CROSSROAD - PLAY MUSI C  I N  - MIDNIGHT 
de road - see , dere fo ' p oint s .  
An ' den yo ' start tuh play yore 
mus ic an ' dat ' s de way yo ' learn 

tuh play mus ic . [The center of the crossroad is rarely expres sed as here , it 
probab ly always being assumed . I f  it is the center of a 4-f orked road , each with 
a 90° angle , it is  a quincunx rite . ] [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 93 8 ) , 1517 : 16 . ] 

10516 . Well , ah had a friend , he wanted tuh learn how tuh play mus ic . An '  
he said dat he went tuh d e  fo ' k  o f  de road an ' carried a rooster in a box ; an ' 

ROOSTER IN BOX - HOMEMADE GUITAR - TO CRO SSROADS 
AT MIDNIGHT - ROO STER CROWED - GUITAR PLAYED 
MAN THEN P ICKED UP GUITAR AND DEVIL APPEARED 

TAUGHT MAN HOW TO PLAY - GO ANY DAY EXCEPT SUNDAY 

he had a little - made him a 
gui tar . An ' when it twelve 
a ' clock dat box wus layin ' 
ovah dere , an ' he [ it ]  went 
tuh playin ' mus ic - de roos t
er crowed first  - an ' dat box 

vent tuh playin ' mus ic . An '  when dat box went tuh playin ' mus ic , he went an ' 
picked i t  up . An ' den d e  devil come up dere , he says , an ' he showed him how tuh 
play dis . 

(He went out there at any t ime? ) 
No , went at night , twelve a ' clock at night . 
(Any day of  the week? ) 

All ' cept Sunday . 
(You can ' t go on Sunday? Any day but Sunday? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206 ) , 2039 : 6 . ] 
10517 . Know one thing dat happen to de fo ' k  o f  de road , if  a man wanted tuh 

so out an ' learn how tuh p ick de gui t ar . So he us ed tuh carry d e  guit ar roun ' 

ORE NIGHT ON BRIDGE AT FORK OF ROAD GUITARIST 
MET STRANGER WHO BORROWED HI S GUITAR - PLAYED IT 
BEAUTI FULLY - RETURNED BOX PLAYED MUCH BETTER 

all de t ime from "joint " tuh 
"joint " [ from one fun drinking 
place to another ] .  So he went 
to a party one night an ' on de 
way comin ' b ack he met a man 

ap at de b ridges [ at the fork o f  a road ] an ' de man go t de box from him, an ' he 
picked it pretty well . He p icked de purttiest  [ pretties t ]  music he evah hear d .  
well , h e  [ s tranger ] give him d e  box b ack an ' den aftah d a t  h e  could p ick it [ much 
better than he had p icked it before ] . [ Fayetteville , N. C ar . , ( 1 3 9 3 ) , 2 5 04 : 5 . ] 

10518 . Dey say ef  yo ' want de devil tuh • • •  but chew have to go to de f orks of 
de road j es '  de same • • •  at night an ' set there an ' he ' ll come an ' learn you any 
tune yo ' wanta know . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 66 7 ) , 8 78 : 7 . ]  

10519 . Like if  you wanted to play a gui tar , you take it and go t o  the four 
forks o f  a road and play . And the devil will come and take it out o f  your hand 
.ad play a p iece o f  it and hand i t  b ack to you. And you can play anything you 
want . You go about twelve o ' clock at night . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , No . 56 ,  by 
Ed:l.phone . ]  

10520 . Yo ' kin go out tuh de fo ' ks of  de road at twelve a ' clock at night 
... yo ' kin stan '  dere fo ' j es '  a f ew minutes ' fore twelve an '  anything dat yo ' 
wanta learn , j es '  lak i f  yo ' wanta learn tuh play a piece o f  music - a mouth 
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organ , a guitar , anythin ' - take dat ' long wit chew. An ' b e  s t andin ' dere at 
twelve a ' clock an ' dere ' ll come someb ody . When yo ' go , yo ' go dere fa ' nuthin 

STAND AT ROAD FORK FEW MINUTE S BEFORE MIDNIGHT 
HOLDING MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU WANT TO PLAY 
MIDNIGHT SOMEONE WILL TAKE INSTRUMENT FROM YOU 
TEACHING YOU EVERYTHING TO BE KNOWN ABOUT IT 

but j es '  dat . Jes ' lak yo ' make 
up yore mind : "Well , ah ' m  ga in ' 
dere , if ah see anything [out 
there ] or if ah ain ' t seein ' it ; 
ah ' m  j es '  ga in ' fa ' whut ah want." 
Yo ' j es '  go an ' stan ' dere an ' 

j es '  at de minute of twelve , somp in will walk up tuh yo ' an ' take it [mus ic in
strument ] from yo ' 1 an ' tell ev ' ry kinda mus i c  an ' ev ' ry kinda song dat it is , 
good songs an ' b ad ones ; b ut dat is not lak if yo ' would take a cat fa ' a b lack 
cat bone . Dey us ed tuh do dat too , b ut den dat ' s  when yo ' sold yo ' self tuh de 
devil . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . • ( 1 4 5 0 )  • 26 31 : 5 . ] 

10521 .  You g o  to the road with three f orks , and set in the forks o f  the road , 
and the devil will come there and learn you how to play . You go along ab out mid
night . [Newport News , Va . , ( 2 8 ) 1 collected at Old Po int Comfort , by Ediphone . ]  

10522 . I ' ve heard o f  people sell ing thereself to the devil when they wanted 
to be a mus ic ian .  They go to a cedar tree and git under the cedar tree and 

CEDAR TREE - SIT UNDER WITH MUSIC 
DEVIL COMES TO TEACH YOU TO PLAY 

that ' s  where they commence us ing this mus ic . 
They carry what they want to play with them.  
That ' s  suppo sed to sell themself to the 
devil . The devil appears to them and shows 

them how to play this mus ic . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 32 ) 1 by Ediphone . ]  
1052 3 . De thing tuh do at de fo ' ks o f  de road , learning how to dance an ' 

learning how tuh p ick a guit ar an ' learning how tuh • • • •  Well , dey say i f  yo ' want a 

WATCH DEVIL ' S  FINGERS AT CRO SSROADS 
learn how tuh be a mus ician or anything , 
say yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road at 
twelve a ' clock at night an ' stay dere . 

When yo ' git dere , dey say , dere ' ll b e  somp in appear befo ' yo ' an ' j es '  as dey 
do dey f ingers , dat ' s  de  way yo ' do yarn . Dat ' s  in order of sell ing yo ' self 
tuh de devil f or an inf idel . [Waycross 1 Ga . 1 ( 1141) 1 1855 : 9 . ] 

10524 . Well , ah heard say , j es '  lak if a man , he want a be a mus ic ian or gui-
tah player . He go tuh de fo ' k  of de road around ab out twelve a ' clock in de night 

AT MIDNIGHT STAND IN CENTER OF 4 FORKS OF ROAD 
WALK UP ONE FORK - COME BACK - TUNE UP INSTRUMENT 
DO THI S WITH ALL 4 FORKS - YOU CAN PLAY ANYTHING 

an ' yo ' know , he will git 
tune up . An ' yo ' know , j es '  
l ike a road [has ] fa ' diff ' 
ent fo ' k ,  [he will ] walk up 
each one a p iece an ' come 

back in de middle an ' tune his box ,  an ' he kin p ick most  anythin ' .  
(He goes up one [ fork ] and then he comes b ack [ t o  cent er of roads ] and tunes 

it up ; then he goes b ack up the other and c omes b ack and tunes up • • •  ) 

RED ROOSTER AND BLACK CAT BONE - CARRY 3 MORNINGS 
BEFORE DAY TO CRO S SROAD - THIRD DAY DEVIL APPEARS 

Yeah . [Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 119 7 ) . 2014 : 7 . ] 
1052 5 .  Carry a black cat 
bone and a red rooster to the 
fork of the road before day 
on three mornings . Meet the 

devil on the third day . [Wilmingt on , N .  Car . , (218) 1 130 : 5+85 . ] 

IN GRAVEYARD SOMETHING MEETING YOU AT 1 OR 2 A . M. 
WILL LEAD YOU TO FORKS OF A PATH TO LEARN MUSIC 

10526 . Said lak i f  yo ' want
ed tuh play mus ic , yo ' go tuh 
a graveyard an ' somp in would 
meet chew at dis graveyard . 

Lak yo ' want a know how tuh play a guit ar or somep in lak dat , somep in would meet 
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chew at dis graveyard . Well , yo ' go out dere , ah think i t ' s  one or two a ' clock 
at night , an ' yo ' go tuh d e  fo ' ks of dis path . Go tuh de graveyard first an ' den 
come back dere tuh de fo ' ks of de path , an ' den dis thing would carry yo ' tuh de 
fo ' ks of de path . An '  dey say yo ' learn how tuh play anything yo ' wanta . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1413) , 2 540 : 5 . ] 

1052 7 . When you want to sell yourself to de devil , you go to de graveyard at 
12  o ' clock ever ' night and they say you ' ll mee t  a man , you ' ll mee t  de devil . And 

GRAVEYARD - MIDNIGHT - MEET DEVIL - IF YOU BELIEVE 
IN HIM - HE WILL BLOW ON YOU - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

he says , "You want to b e
l i eve in me or de Lord . "  
And you say you be lieve in 
de Lord. But you can ' t sell 

your self to him [ devil ] .  I f  you say , Yes, I b e lieve in you , well he take s you 
and he doe s  sumpin to you . Be blows [ on you ] or sump in .  And [after that ] you 
can do anything you want . [Deal I sland , Md . , on Eastern Shore , (114) , Tel . 33 : 1 . ] 

10528 . De way de ' do ' s  to s ell dereself to de devil an ' learn all dese tricks, 
well dey goes to de graveyard . Dey goe s  dere dey tell me - mah ole pappy say , 

SINNER ' S  GRAVE - LIE UPON IT 9 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY 
YOU SELL YOURSELF TO THE DEVIL TO LEARN TRICKS 

tell me , fo ' about nine 
mornings an ' dey lay upon 
dat grave , on a s inner ' s  
grave . An ' say if he lay 

up dere dat nine mornings , said dey could do mo s t  
(They g o  there on what morning? ) 

anything dey wanta do . 

Any morning , only i t ' s - yo ' know , ' fore day in de morning . Yassuh , fo ' nine 
.arnings , an ' lay upon a s inner grave . [ S t . P e t ersb urg , Fla . , (1022) , 1 6 54 : 9 . ] 

VISIT GRAVEYARD - THEN CROSSROADS 
9 N I GHTS - DO ANYTHING 

ll' YOU VISIT FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS EARLY 
WHATEVER YOU HAVE IN MIND YOU CAN DO 

MUSICIAN - DAN CER - GAMBLER - ANYTHING 

10529 . Go tuh a graveyard nine 
nights an ' come back de cros sroads 
an ' if  yo ' could spend de nine 
nights ,  dat chew could do anything 
else dat chew wanted tuh do . [Wil
son , N .  Car . , (1466) , 2 6 51 : 7 . ] 
10530 . Dey tell me dey goe s  tuh de 
forks of de road fo ' nine mornings 
and at de end of de nine mornings 
whatevah in dere mind , what dey 
des ire to do , dey kin do i t . Yo ' 

aoderstand . Even ah ' ve heard people say if yo ' wanta b e  a good dancer yo ' go 
dere . I f  yo ' wanta b e  a good mus ician yo ' goes  dere , an ' any o ther kind of work 
dey s ay . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 8 ) , 9 48 : 1 . ] 

10531 . You kin go to de forks o f  de road and all - if  dey wanta learn to play 
de banj o ,  gui tar - at a certain hour at night . And play dere t ill a certain hour 
� night , but dey say you supoosed to go for nine nights ,  you know . An ' den de 
� supposed to come . Dat ' s  supposed to get de ticke t for yuh to play de gui
�. b anj o ,  any kind of s tring music dat you wanta . [Pe tersburg , Va . ,  (448) , 
423 : 8 . ] 

10532 .  Ah heard dat chew could go out to de fo ' ks of de road fo ' nine mawn
iD' s with a banj o , guitar or anything . An '  if yo ' wanta play - whatevah yo ' 
..ota do - j e s '  go out dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  ' fore day . An ' de ninth mavnin ' 
,o' 11 succeed in whatevah yo ' wanted tuh s tart - de purpo se yo ' went out dere 
fo ' .  [Wil son , N .  Car . , (147 9 ) , 2 6 58 : 11 . ] 

10533 . Well , ah heard if  anybody wanted tuh learn how tuh play music or any 
kiDd dat dey could j e s '  take dere mus ic fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' go to de fo ' ks of 
._ road an' sit dere an ' begin tuh play . An '  as dey begin tub play . den sompin 
-'11 came along an ' tune dis mus ic [ instrument ] fo ' ' em an ' cause dea tub play 
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9 MORNINGS EARLY - MUS IC BOX TO FORKS - PLAY 
SOMPIN • • •  COME • • •  CAUSE DEM TUH PLAY ANYTHIN ' 

ON 9 NIGHTS VISIT CROSSROAD - LAST NIGHT YOU 
MEET AND TALK TO DEVIL - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

anythin ' dey wanta play . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1391) , 
2494 : 16 . ] 
10534 . Go tuh de four corners 
of de forks of  de road for nine 
mornings - for nine nights , at 
twelve o ' clo ck . Yo ' suppose tuh 
meet de devil out dere at de ninth 

night . And after you meet him , yo ' walk wit him an ' yo ' come back . Yo ' supposed 
tuh do anything yo ' want : p lay mus ic o r  b e  a good gambler , yo ' know ; but de  aver
age fellah haven ' t  got de gut s tuh do dat . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 6 9 ) , 4 7 6 : 1 2 . ] 

10535 . Ah ' ve heard dem say i f  a fellah wants  tuh dance - i f  he wants tuh 
learn - dat yo ' could try fo ' nine mawnin ' s  tuh play mus i c  or anything lak dat ; 

9 SUNDAY MORNINGS BEFORE DAY GO TO FORKS OF ROAD 
DEVIL MEETS YOU 9TH SUNDAY - MAKES YOU MUSI CIAN 

anything dat chew wanta do . 
Say yo ' go out tuh de fo ' ks 
of de  road nine Sunday mawn
in ' s  befo ' day . Go out dere 

nine Sunday mawnin ' s  b e fo ' day , i f  yo ' wants tuh play mus i c , wanta play de vio
lin or anything . Go out dere nine Sunday mawnin ' s  ' fore day , an ' de ninth , well , 
dey say a devil will meet chew an ' he ' ll tell yo ' tuh play . He ' ll tell yo ' tuh 
play de violin an ' nuthin will happen tuh yo ' .  An ' dey say yo ' ab solutely will 
be a musi cian or what evah it wuz yo ' tryin ' tuh do . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

PICK BANJO 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT FORKS OF ROAD 
9TH MORNING DEVIL APPEARS - YOU LEARN TO PLAY 

(1429) , 2 5 7 8 : 12 . ] 
105 36 .  Ah heard long yeahs ago 
concernin ' a p erson ' s goin ' dere 
on sech an ' sech a day . Ah heard 

folks say yo ' could take a banj o on Sunday mawnin ' [before day ] fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
an ' go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road an ' pick dat banj o ,  an ' de ninth mawnin ' de devil 
would meet chew dere an ' yo ' would be able tuh do anythin ' .  

(You will learn how to play ? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1394) , 2 5 05 : 12 . ] 
105 37 . Dis story whut ah ' ve heard o f , de man whut wants tuh learn tuh play 

de gui-tah mus i c . He kin take his inst rument , whut he wants tuh learn tuh play , 

DEVIL TUNES YOUR MUS I CAL INSTRUMENT AT CROSSROADS 
ON 9TH CONSECUTIVE MORNING YOU TAKE IT THERE 
USUALLY BEFORE DAY - YOU CAN THEN PLAY ANYTHING 

an ' he kin go tuh a cro s s
road s fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
An '  on de ninth mawnin ' dere 
will be sompin dere , dey 
said , whi ch would take de 

gui-tah - which would b e  de devil . He take dat inst rument an ' tune i t  into tune 
fo ' yo ' tuh play , understand . An ' yo ' kin play it from den on , aftah de ninth 
mawnin '  at de cro s s roads . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1313) , 2 2 37 : 2 . ] 

LAST OF 9 STRAIGHT EARLY MORNINGS YOU VI SIT 
CROS SROADS - DEVIL TEACHES YOU ALL TRICKS 

wil l learn you all the triaks they i s  going . 

10538 . You kin go to the forks of  
the road fer nine straight mornings 
and the las t morning you ' ll meet 
the devil there . And that devil 
[ Ri chmond , Va . , (402) , 3 5 0 : 3+8 5 . ]  

BEFORE SURRISE 9 MORNINGS - HE TOOK BANJO TO 
FORKS OF ROAD - 9TH MORNING MAN APPEARS - ASKS 
WHAT BE HAS - ANSWERS BANeTO - STRANGER TUNED IT 
PLAYED IT  - THEN TAUGHT OWNER HOW TO PLAY IT 

105 3 9 . I f  you want to learn 
how to pick a banj o ,  you go to 
the fork of the road b e fore 
sunri s e  nine mornings .  The 
ninth morning when you go ther� 
they say you meet a man , but it 

was the devil . They said the man asked him what he got there and [ the owner ]  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Ro o twork - 4011 

told him a b anj o .  And he [ devi l ]  took i t  and tuned i t  for him and learn him a 
p iece . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 346) , 387 : 4+8 5 . ] 

10540 . To b e  a mus ician , go  t o  forks of road for 9 mornings . A black man 
will come and t ake your gui tar and teach you . (No t much s tory . Do not use wi th

BLACK MAN TEACHES GUITAR 9 MORNINGS AT CROSSROAD 

DANCE AT ROAD FORKS MIDNIGHT TO 1 A. M. 9 NIGHTS 
DEVIL WILL TEACH YOU TO BE A P ROFESS IONAL DANCER 

out checking . Use as foot
no te . )  [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , 
( 288) , 205 : 4+8 5 . ]  
1 0541 . Dey go to de forks o f  
d e  road at midnight an ' prac
t i c e  dancing . an ' dey become 
to b e  a natural dancer . Say 

de devi l wi ll meet ' em dere between midnight an ' one a ' clock an ' dey will prac
tice . Go dere fo ' nine nights an ' dey ' ll become to be a natural professional 

7 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE - AT FORKS OF ROAD PLAY 
GUITAR - DEVIL MEETS YOU - MAKE S YOU GREAT PLAYER 

dancer . [ S t .  P e tersburg , 
Fla . , (104 7 ) , 1 7 0 2 : 10 . ] 
1054 2 .  To play gui tar , go 
out to forks or road before 

Go 7 mornings wi th the gui tar and play .  [Jack-sunri se . Sell self to devi l .  
s onville , Fla . , ( 563) , 7 02 : 1 . ] 

1054 3 .  Dey say dey kin go out to 
yo ' kin go out dere each mawnin ' , in 

de fo ' k  of  de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
cas e yo ' wants tuh play a gui tar , or yo ' kin 

3 TIMES TURN AROUND - LOOK OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
ON LAST OF 9 MORNINGS YOU GO TO CROSSROADS 
DEVIL WILL MEET YOU - TEACH YOU MUS IC - ANYTHING 

do anything yo ' wanta . Yo ' go 
out fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' de 
ninth mawnin ' when yo ' go , say 
yo ' turn around three times 
an ' look ovah yore left 

[ shoulder ]  s ay somp in will meet chew . 
meet chew an ' den yo ' kin do anything 

Yo ' don ' t know whut ' ti s  but sompin will 
yo ' wants tuh . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , (14 7 5) , 

9 SUCCESS IVE NIGHTS - ABOUT 2 A. M. - GO TO FORKS 
OF ROAD - NIGHTLY APPARITIONS COME TO FRIGHTEN 
9TH NIGHT DEVIL COMES - HE GIVES WHAT YOU WANT 

l 6 54 : 12 . ] 
1 0 544 . Go to forks o f  road 
9 successive mo rnings , after 
mi dnight , ab out 2 o ' clock . 
Some thing comes each night 

[ to frighten you ] . Ninth night devi l come s . [ Bad recording . ] [Elizabeth City , 
5. Car . , (438) , 3 9 4 : 5+81 . ] 

1054 5 .  The s ame way a t  the fork o f  thi s road . H e  go there for nine nights 
and offer hi sself up t o  the devi l t o  learn him anything he wants t o  know . And 

FROM 1 2  TO 3 ON 9 NIGHTS MAN SOLD HIMSELF 
to DEVIL AT FORKS OF ROAD TO LEARN TRICKS 

his [man ' s ]  soul will b e  his [ dev
il ' s ] . Well , at the end o f  the nine 
nights , he stays unt i l  three from 
twelve until three , and -why then his 

soul is sold to the devil . He kin do anything , any kind of tricks he want s to 

DAICE AND CUS S GOD 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT ROAD FORK 

the devi l .  [Wi lmington , N. Car . , ( 20 7 ) , 114 : 4+8 5 . ] 

do . [ Norfolk , Va . , (486) , 
516 : 10 . ] 
10546 . Dance and cuss God 
for nine Sunday mornings at 
fork of a road s ells you to 

1054 7 .  If  yo ' wanta b e  a gui tar pi cker or somp in lak dat . If  yo ' wanta be 
a guitar picker , yo ' go  to de fo ' ks o f  de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' when yo ' 
BD dere f o ' nine mawnin ' s  wi t chure gui tar , yo ' b e  s tandin ' in de fo ' k  of de 
road tryin ' tuh b e  pickin ' on i t , an ' dere will be a man come up an '  pick on 
J'Ore box, axe yo ' , say , "How long dat chew wanta do di s? " 
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YOU ARE AT ROAD FORKS 9 MORNINGS P ICKING 
GUITAR - A MAN PAS S ING BY P ICKS ON YOUR BOX 
ASKING : HOW LONG DAT CHEW WANTA DO THIS? 
YOU ANSWER : SECH AN ' SECH A TIME - HE SAY S  
YO ' GOTTA CUSS GOD - YO ' GOIN ' SELL YORE SOUL 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - 9 S UCCES SIVE MORNINGS - AT FORKS 
OF ROAD - REFUSE EVIL IN NAME OF FATHER - SON 

AND HOLY GHOST - OR SELL SELF TO DEVIL FOR PERIOD 

An ' so yo ' tell him ,  "Well , 
ah wanta do dis fa ' sech an ' 
sech a time . "  
An ' he say ,  "Yo ' gotta cus s 
God an ' give solemn warnin ' 
an ' tell Him yo ' gain ' sell 
yore soul to de devil . Den 
yo ' kin p ick de guitar . "  
Dat whut ah heard ab out dat . 
[ Florence , S . Car . , (1311) , 
222 1 : 5 . ] 
1054 8 .  I f  dey wanta sell 
deys el f tuh de devil , in 
latta cas es tuh de fo ' ks of  
de road , dey makes a trip 
down dere nine succes s ful 

[ s uccess ive ] mawnin ' s  an ' de ninth [morning ] de devil ' sposed tuh meet chew dere . 
An ' s o  he an ' de devil come tuh a ' greement on dat , an ' de devil give him a cer
tain length of days an ' yeahs - see , he gi ' s  ' im  [ gives him ]  all dat power . Den 
he turn himself loose tuh him.  Dat ' s  death . 

Now , yo ' go dere [ to the forks o f  the road ] fa ' mo ' den one purpos e .  Ah may 
be lak ah wuz dancin ' .  Ah goes tuh de fo ' ks of de road fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  tuh 
see if dere any thing dat would be in de way ; see , tuh pacify yo ' .  Yo ' go fa ' 
nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' go fa ' nuthin [but ] good , yo ' goes in de Name of GOd� de 
Father� God de Son an ' God de Ho ly Ghost . Now , when yo ' goes fa ' de b ad ,  yo ' 
takes de devil , an ' all his temp t in '  ways tuh do de evil things . 

Well , yo ' go dere . Ah ' m  comin ' tuh do good an ' yo ' comin ' tuh do de harm . 
[Informant demons trates a l l  this ! ]  Now , ah ' ll come down In de Name of de Father� 
Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t ,  down heah , see , tuh do de go od ; an ' yo ' come up heah in 
de way o f  de devil an ' all his imp s  tuh d o  d e  harm . Well , when ah git up heah , 
ah b eat chew an ' we have a f ight right heah . Al l right , i f  ah whup yo ' heah , 
see , ah call yore name heah an ' turn yo ' b ack . 

Now , dos e all sech things yo ' do ' s  at de hour in de mawnin ' j es '  befo ' sun
r is e .  Dat whut chew do at de fo ' ks of de road . [Between informant 's  treatment 
of me and my being on the devi l 's side� author appears to have had a hard time ! ]  
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1515) , 2 6 82 : 1 . ] 

1054 9 .  [ I  heard ] that you kin get up 
road to sell yours el f to the devil . You 

nine ni ghts and walk to the fork of a 
will agree to give up soul and body at 

the end of your life for the pri
vilege of  b e ing ab le to mas ter 
everything while you are here on 
earth . Then , i f  you do that for 
nine nights , or nine mornings , 

9 NIGHT S BEFORE DAWN WALK TO FORKS OF ROAD 
ON 9TH NIGHT SELL BODY AND SOUL AT END 
OF L IFE TO DEVIL - TO MASTER ALL ON EARTH 

early before dawn good - and the devil will meet chah there and give you p er
miss ion what you shal l do in carrying it out . And naturally from then on yo u ' ll 
b e  the mas ter of the world while you are here in i t . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 10) , 

9 SUNDAY MORNINGS GO TO CROSSROADS AT 9 O ' CLOCK 
READ VERSE FROM P SALM 36 [ ? ] OR 136 [ ? ] 

9TH SUNDAY YOU MEET STO RM :  RAIN -:-WIND - SNOW 
AFTER THI S YOU CAN DO TRICKS - ANYTHING YOU WANT 

4 80 : 2+85 . ] 
10550 . Go down to a cro s s
road , where a road cro sses , 
nine Sunday mawnin ' s .  It ' s  
a very ha ' d  [hard ] thing tuh 
do . When yo ' thought o f  do in ' 

one thing fa ' nine Sunday mawnin ' s  it ' s  a good long while . An '  meanwhile ah come 
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an ' mayb e someb ody try tuh hol ' him off , but yo ' gotta meet at dis same place at 
de same time of day . J e s ' lak ah say ah ' ll be dere at nine a ' clock , yo ' gotta 
meet dere at nine a ' clock fo ' nine Sunday mawnin ' s  at de cros sroads . An' yo ' 
gotta read a verse out de Bible . 

(Do you know what the verse is? ) 
It ' s  de 36 P s alms , an ' ev ' ryone ends wit de same words - de 1 3 6 th P salms , an ' 

ev ' ry verse ends dis chapter heah wit de s ame thing , de same words . Well , yo ' 
start wit dat an ' yo ' read it fo ' nine Sunday mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth [ Sunday ] 
mawnin ' yo ' ll meet what yo ' didn ' t expect . Yo ' ll meet trouble dere , storms , 
high winds or somep in o f  dat sort . Yo ' cain ' t tell exactly whut ' s  it go in ' b e , 
mayb e it will b e  rain , mayb e wind , mayb e snow or somepin lak dat . It be somep in 
diff ' rent , de ninth mawnin ' .  But anyhow yo ' continue wit it an ' when yo ' git 
through wit it , yo ' ll do whut chew wanta do so fur as tricks is concerned an ' 
wit ' out b ein ' religious atall . But chew kin do anything yo ' wants tuh do . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (147 6 ) , 2 6 55 : 3 . ] 

1 2 . BAT 

LEATHER-WING 

[Ori ginally this section about the b at - not a b ird as folklore believes - was 
a part of CHANNEL DE WORLD , a catchall later in the present volume . I did not 
realize unt i l  too late , that BAT should have followed FROG AND TOADFROG,  a pre
ceding sect ion of the present volume . Yet , to follow section SELL SELF TO THE 
DEVIL may not b e  inapp ropriate . These following rites show less knowledge and 
interest in b ats than in frogs and toads , because b at was a night animal and fro g 
and toad better known and easier to catch and handle . ]  

10551 . An '  yo ' could take a leather-wing b at an ' kill ' im ,  yo ' know . While 
he ' s  live , take his heart out befo ' he die good . An '  tie it  up in a red p iece 

ARM - UNDER RIGHT - HEART OF LIVE BAT 
CARRIED - TIED IN RED FLANNEL - LUCKY 

.&SHE S  - BAT BURNED TO - ADD HOG LARD 
Ill PERSON ' S PATH - MOVES HIM FROM HOME 

of flannen an ' tie it undah yore right 
arm . An' yo ' ll be lucky in anything yo ' 
wanta do . Yo ' ll be success ful in it . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1134 ) , 184 1 : 3 . ] 
1055 2 .  Gi t s  a leather-wing b a t  to run 
people ' way from dey house - j es '  lak 
de person nex ' tuh me . Git de leather
wing [never leather-winged ]  bat an ' git 

de ashes o f  him . Burn de whole b ody . Burn him up an ' git his  ashes , an ' take 
am' place dat [ ashes ] down in dere wit some good fresh hog lard . Put it [mix
�e ] down in dere p ath an ' dat wi ll move dem . 

1 DROP OF BAT BLOOD IN EYES 
SEE I N  DARK - 3 DROP S ON HAND 
GO - TAKE - INVISIBLE 

(That will run them . They have to walk over that � 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1513) , 3680 : 11 . ] 
1055 3 . One drop of  bat b lood on your eyes , you 
can see in the dark ; three drops o f  blood on 
hand , you can go anywhere , take anything , you 

are invisib le . [Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , 408 : 1 . ] 
10554 . Well , yo ' know a leather-wing b at . Well yo ' kin take hit an '  split 

U. open , an' yo ' kin g it nine drop s of  b lood from him , an ' den git some Heazot 
COlogne an '  mix it  together . An '  yo ' kin tote  dat in yore pocket an '  dat ' s very 
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BLOOD 9 DROPS - FROM BAT SPLIT ALIVE - KEEP IN 
BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - USED ON CLOTH - FEED 

good luck . 
(Wel l . how would you carry all 
this s tuff . in a rag or in a 
bottle or in a wallet . what? )  
Wel l .  yo ' take yo ' a bottle 

whut chew buy de Hearts Co logne in an ' yo ' p o ' e s  dat in  it . 
(You put this b lood in the Hearts Co logne b o t t le . ) 
Dat ' s  right . an ' den yo ' see . yo ' watch it an ' yo ' feeds it  on dat all de  

time . yo ' see . an ' it . yo ' know . grows an ' grows . makes yore  luck b e  st ronger 
an ' stronger . [ S t . P etersb urg . Fla • • ( 1 0 28) . 1 6 7 2 : 3 . ] 

KILL BAT - CATCH BLOOD IN SMALL BOTTLE OF WATER 
CARRY IN PURSE - DRY BAT - HANG IN NORTH CORNER 
OF HOUSE - COVER UP - LUCKY WHILE YOU LIVE THERE 

10555 . Take a bat an ' kill 
him an ' ketch de b lood in a 
b o t t le of watah an ' carry it 
in yore p urs e .  An '  let de 
bat dry an ' hang it  up in de 

no ' th corner of yore house . an ' cover it  up . an ' it always bring luck to yo ' as 
long as yo ' l ive there . [Memphis . Tenn • • ( 944) . 15 25 : 8 . ] 

10556 . Now yo ' kin take a bullbat an ' if  yo ' wanta tuh . j es '  lak if some 
people . yo ' know . dey play de bol ito or somepin an ' dey wanta dream a good num

IF YOU PLAY BOLITO - KILL BAT - CATCH BLOOD 
WI TH IT WRI TE WANT A LUCKY NUMBER - LAY PAPER 
UNDERHEAD - YOU WILL DREAM NUMBER THAT NIGHT 

ber . Wel l  dey take dat bullbat 
an ' dey goes out an ' dey kill 
him an ' git some of de b lood . yo ' 
know when it ' s  running from him 
an ' take it an ' j es '  • anything 

yo ' know . an ' [with this blood ] j es '  write j es '  whatever yo ' wanta know . yo ' see . 
onto dat paper . an ' place it under yore head dat night . an ' t  [ and it ] will come 
tuh yo ' in yore dreams . j e s '  whatever yo ' wanta know . 

Yeah . if yo ' wanta git de r ight number . [ S t . Petersburg . Fla • • ( 1 0 28) . 
16 7 3 : 11 . ] 

1055 7 . Well . yo ' ket ch a 
an ' yo ' cut dat heart out o f  

leather-wing b a t  an ' h e  b e  l ive . an ' yo ' kill him 
him while he ' s  live . An ' yo ' carry dat ' round in 

BAT HEART CUT OUT ALIVE - CARRIED FOR GAMBLING 

BULLBAT LIVE HEART - CURE 
SEW INTO CLOTH - HAND 

yore pocket an ' dat b rings 
forth plenty good luck . 
(Luck in gamb l ing . ) [ S t . 

Petersburg . Fla • • ( 1 0 2 7 ) . 
1 6 7 1 : 11 . ] 
10558 . If yo ' wus in bus iness 
or yo ' re go in ' tuh start busi
ness . sompin lak dat . say yo ' 

go to work an '  kill a - yo ' know dese bullbat s fly around . dese l ittle bat s  -
say yo ' kill de bat . chew know . I t  supposed to be a hard thing tuh kill - ' cause 
ah ' ve shot at dem lo t sa t imes mahself . but chew kin kill ' em .  

An '  after yo ' kill ' em an ' dey falls . yo ' ket ch ' em whilst dey a - yo '  nevah 
don ' t hit ' em .  yo ' j est shoot through de wing of ' em yo ' know . An '  den yo ' take 
' em an ' cut ' em open . Ketch ' em whilst dey ' l ive an ' git de heart out of ' em .  
an ' sew i t  up in a p iece o f  cloth yo ' know . But ah think yo ' have to let . yo ' 
know . let it cure a lit tle bit . Den sew it up an ' keep it in yore pocket . Dey 
tell me dat ' s  de best  luck fo ' [ any ] business ever wus . [ S t . P etersburg . Fla • • 

COOKED BULLBAT - EATEN CAN POISON PERSON 
( 1021) . 1651 : 3 . ] 
10559 . Dis heah bullbat . yo ' kin 
take one of dem an ' kill ' em .  an ' i f  

yo ' git a chance t o  git a person to  eat some of it . dey ' ll take sick an ' dey ' ll 
die . if yo ' don ' t git ' em cured . 
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(A b ullbat? ) 
A b ullb at . Yo ' j es t  c ook one yo ' know an ' git s omebody tuh eat it . [Waycro s s , 

Ga . , ( 109 3) , 1 7 6 2 : 9 . ] 
1 0560 . Live things? Why s ure , s ure . You go to  work and get you a b at . 
(A b at that flies around? ) 

Yeah , take a bat , he go t live things in him .  You get you a bat - course it ' s  
b ad person and things . You take that b at and you take it and s t ew him down with 

fresh lard . S tew it down 
STEW BAT IN LARD - DRAWS OUT THINGS CRAWLING INS IDE and greas e  with it . 

grease and why them 
crawling . You feel somep in 
[bat s alve ] brings ' em out . 

You 
things 
ins ide will leave , j us t  like any kind of live things 

of you , you catch that in your nightgown . It 
(That b rings these live things out . )  
Yeah , it ' ll b ring it  out . [ S ince a b at is s uppo s ed to carry b edb ugs , live 

and perhap s other things , its salve should bring out all crawling things , things 
perhaps caused by wit chcraft . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 31) , 123 7 : 6 . ] 

DOORSTEP - BURY BAT HEART AT - KEEP S LAW AWAY 

DRY KILLED BAT - WRAP - CARRY IN POCKET - LUCKY 

1056 1 .  Bury b at heart a t  your 
doorstep to keep law away . 
[Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  1002 : 3 . ] 
105 6 2 . Well , dey take dis bat 
an ' kill him , an ' let him dry ; 
j est lak leather anyway , s ee . 

Jest let him dry an ' j es t  
3 dried b at s  s e e  later . ] 

(The whole b at? ) 

[wrap ] him up an ' j es t  tote him in yore pocket . [ For 

De who le b at . 
(What will that do? ) 
Well , dey tell me dat ' s  lucky to  yo ' .  
( In any particular way? ) 
In anything y o '  start , any thing .  [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 1) , 1599 : 12 . ] 
10563 . Ah ' m  a turpent ine dist iller b y  trade • • • •  An ' on de corner o f  mah ro sin 

shed in ' 28 [ 19 28 ]  in May , ah don ' t know what t ime b ut it was in de month of May , 

BAT HEART SPLIT - DRAIN BLOOD - DRY - GAMBLING 
coming up de path ah happ en to 
s ight in de crack where dis 
raft er come down ah s aw a 

leather-wing bat , an ' ah took a sharp stick an ' caught him j es t  out o f  mischief 
is  all ah caught him fo ' - cau s e  he ' ll b it e  chew . 

An '  de fellah ah had working de s t ill wit me - ah had work in ' a extra man 
named Tom Willis . Tom asked me to give him to him.  Ah said , " For whut? " He 
said 11 "Man , ah ' m  gonna win de money dis payday . "  

S o  ah give him de b at an ' he killed i t  an ' he took his heart out an ' 
open an ' let de b lood out an ' let it  dry . Wrapped it an ' put it in his 
AD' dat coming Saturday , was payday , Tom won all de money , every bit of 
on de place . 

(Did he split that heart? ) 
Split it open an ' let it  dry . 
(He took the heart only . )  

Put it  out in de sun an ' let it  dry . 

sp l i t  it  
pocket . 
it was 

Jest took de heart out o f  de b at was all he used . Now , ah saw him do that , 
but he did win de money . 

(Thi s was at the turpent ine camp . )  
Right at de turpent ine camp in Mard en County [Martin Co . , Fla . ] davn in close 

in Ind ian Town . [ S t .  Pet ersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 8 9 ) , 159 6 : 7 . ] 
10564 . [The following material , read in transcript ion during the year after 



4 016 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

its  collect ion , I marked n . g . (no good ) . At that time I st ill had mos t  o f  my 
hoodoo experiences ahead of  me , field work that would change many of my earl ier 
j udgments . To explain what I mean , I am giving thi s rite in two versions ; first 
the original text and then my ann otated text for the reader ' s  benefit . ]  

ORIGINAL VERSION : 

We have one there ; myself there , what I use mysel f for my people , f rom the 
city . 

(One what ? ) 
One • • • •  we would take a bat . 
(A bat . ) 
You see , the bat that flies . 
(Yes . )  
Now , we got two bats . We got a bat they calls , that i s , the chimley ba t .  

Then w e  got what y o u  call a POO t  bat , which g o t  skin-like on him - look l ike a 

3 DRIED BATS - USED BY ROOTMAN TO KEEP CLIENT IN 
NEWLY RENTED HOUSE - KILLS 3 ROOT [ROO ST? ] BATS 
HAVE SKIN WINGS [ = LEATHER-WINGED BATS ] LOO:KLiKE 
MI CE - D RY IN SUN - SEW INTO CLOTHES - TAKE OUT 
WHEN ENTERING HOUSE - CARRY PAIL OF RAIN WATER TO 
CENTER OF FLOOR - P UT 3 D RIED BATS IN - SCRUB ALL 
WAY OUT HOUSE - DO NOT RETURN FOR 9 DAYS - TO KILL 
BAT ODOR - SPRINKLE STARS PERFUME IN HOUSE - THI S 
A QUINCUNX RITE - 5 POINTS : CENTER AND 4 CORNERS 

mice . 
(Yes . )  
That ' s  the bat I ' m talking 
ab out . I ' m speaking ab out 
that bat . You take that 
bat . Then you take three 
of them and you dry them .  
(You dry them . ) 
Yeah . And quite natural , 
i f  you wanta dry ' em ,  it  
would be  bet ter if I ' m dry 

by the sun than to dry by in the heat or anything like that , ' cause if you dry 
it by the sun , that will give ' em a firmer drying . 

(A what dry? ) 
A f i rmer drying . 
(A f irmer . )  
Yeah , firme r drying , you see . But i f  you would go to work and get a drying 

b y  the oven , that would be a fourth of ' um.  Then that wouldn ' t  get a good dry
ing .  All right . Then you take those three bat s  and you go to this place there 
where you wanta ,  that i s , stay .  Then you ' ll go t o  work and sew that into your 
clothes . When you sew it in your clothes , then when the time comes for you to 
come into this place there to  stay , then you mus t  go t o  work and take i t  out when 
you get in there . Takes it  out in the middle of the floor before you puts any 
furn i ture in there . Understand that? Tnen you would go to work and take that 
bat and put it  down in that gallon of water , cis tern water , rain water what I 
mean .  Have s tanding up . Then you take that cis tern water or rain water and let 
it set for awhile there . Then you s crub that place out , clean on out , and let 
i t  s tay f or nine days . See . And you s crub that place out . Quite naturally , 
those bat would b e  den des troyed through the water . Then you scrub your place 
out and it would give a bad scent , but we have a - that is - a perfume that they 
calls The Stars . 

( The what ? The Stars ? The Stars perfume? ) 
Perfume , yeah . The Stars perfume . Then you would take that and throw it  in 

the house , j ust  throw it out . Then that will kill all scent s . 
(I  see . I see . That ' s  i f  you want to  stay in this house? ) 
Yeah , i f  you wanta stay in there . 
( I  see . When you rent it . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 1 ) , 1 3 7 2 : 2 . ] 
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ANNOTATED VERSION : 

We have one [ leather-wing o r  bul l- l eather-wing s urely the mis s ing words here ] 
there [where he lives ] ;  myself there [near New Orleans ] ,  what I [ a  root doctor 
o r  root worker ] use mys e l f  for my people  [ clients or patient s ]  from the city . 

(One wha t ? ) [E ither l eather-wing meant nothing to me at the t ime , or his pro-
nunciation confused me , or I was telling him to continue . ]  

One [ thing we could do ] we would take a bat . 
(A bat . ) 

You see , the bat  that flies . 
(Yes . )  = [ Continue . ]  
Now , we got two b a t s . We got a b at they calls , that i s , the chimley [ chimney ] 

b at . Then we got what you call a root bat , which got skin-like on him - look 
like a mice . [ The chimney bat is the chimney swi f t , no t a chimney swallow . The 
root bat with skin- like on him, look like a mice is the leather-winged bat . This 
is the only place I have a root bat . First let us rememb er that in folklore a 
bat is always a b ird ,  not a mammal . Why a root bat ? Let me make 3 gue sses : ( 1 )  
My informant did not say root b ut roost .  ( 2 )  Root ,  b ecaus e the b at i s  used by 
rootman for working roots . ( 3) There are stories even here in HOODOO , ab out 
s tealing an egg from the nes t s  of certain b irds , this the f t  causing the b ird to 
f ind a lucky stone to t e s t  her eggs . A bat  of course lays b i rd eggs and has a 
nes t  only in folklore . ]  

(Yes . )  = [ Continue . ] 
That ' s  the b at I ' m talking ab out . I ' m talking ab out that bat . You take that 

bat . Then you take three of them [ 3  bats ] and you dry them . [ For drying bats  
aZso see Nos . , , e tc . ] 

(You dry them . ) 
Yeah . An '  quite natural , if yo ' wanta dry ' em,  it  would b e  b etter i f  I ' m 

[to ] dry by the s un  than to dry by [ stove o r  outdoor fire ] in the heat or any
thing like that , ' cause if you dry it by the sun , that will give ' em a firmer 
drying . 

(A what dry ? ) 
A firmer drying . 
(A f irmer . )  
Yeah , f irmer drying , you see . But i f  you would go to work and get a drying 

by the oven , that would b e  a fourth o f  ' um [ they would get only 1 / 4  o f  the sun 
drying ] . Then that would n ' t get a good drying . All right . Then you take thos e  
three bats and you g o  to this place there where you wanta , that i s  s t ay .  [ A  
person prep aring to move into anew , another hous e , should d o  a l l  thi s , b ut it 
wuald be b et ter to let a root doctor handle the s ituation . ] Then you' ll go to 
work and sew that [3 dried b at s ]  into your clothes . When you sew it  in your 
clothes , then when the time comes for you to come into this place there to stay ,  
� you mus t go t o  work and take i t  out [ o f  your c lothes ] when you get in there . 
lakes it out in the middle o f  the floor b efore you puts any furniture in there . 
[were is a quincunx rit e ,  middle or cent er o f  the floor b eing the fifth point 
aithin four corners - many examples of them given in HOODOO - see 
eEc. ] Understand tha t ?  Then you would go t o  work and take that bat  [ 3  dried 
�s] and p ut it down in that gallon o f  water , cis tern wat er - rain water vbat 
I .e.an .  

[Before continuing , the pre ceding two words must b e  explained : cistern water 
is rain water. A cistern i s  a hole dug into the soil near a house to catch vater 
� the roof gut ters , a s ort o f  large rain b arrel sunk into the grOUDd. This 
cylindrical hole is dug 8 or 10 or 12 feet deep , 4 feet wide , dtm.ensions vary-
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ing . The s ide walls and circular bottom are covered wi th a layer of  bricks , 
which are p las tered over to keep this sort of underground j ug from leaking . Over 
this excavation at ground level is a wood p latform with chain pump turned by han� 
Rain water o f  cours e ,  clean water falling from the sky [ f ormerly clean ! ] ,  is a 
magic water . After hous e cisterns in cities were ab andoned for city water p ipes , 
turning on the water gave running water ! There are examples of the latter in 
HOODOO. ] 

Understand that? Then you would go to work and take that bat [ 3  b ats ] and put 
it down in that gallon of water [ p revious ly mentioned ] ,  cistern water , rain water 
what I mean . Have [pail of water ] s tanding up . Then you take that cis tern water 
or rain water and let it set for awhile there . [This dried-bat �ater now b ecomes 
one of  hundreds o f  sarubs in New Orleans . ]  Then you s crub that p lace out , clean 
on out [ through the door and s idewalk if there i s  any ] . And let it [ hous e ]  s tay 
for nine days , see . And you s crub that p lace out . Quite naturally , thos e bat 
[ 3  bats ] would be den des troyed [br oken up ] through the water . When you s crub 
your p lace , your [ p lace ] out , and it would give a b ad scent ; but we have a - that 
is - a p er fume that they calls the , The Stars [ the label has a numb er of small 
s tars , prob ably red , perhap s b lue , on i t ] . 

(The what? The Stars ? The Stars per fume? ) 
P erfume , yeah . The Stars perfume . Then you would take that [ p erfume ] and 

throw i t  in the hous e ,  j us t  throw i t  out . Then that will kill all scents . 
(I s ee .  I see . That ' s  if you want to s tay in this house? ) 
Yeah , i f  you wanta s tay in there . 
( ! see . [You do this . ] When you rent i t . ) [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 1 ) , 1 3 7 2 : 2. ]  
10565 . They [doators ] generally us e that ho t , but they - the b igges t maj ority 

o f  p eop le [ I  heard ] from the "doator " that I worked for - they never did knew how 

GARLI C - 3 PODS - LIVE BAT HEART PERFUME ANOINTED 
SEW A S  PACKAGE - FEED PERFUME - I N  PO CKET - LUCKY 

to us e i t . See . Now , tho s e  
things what I ' m  out Zing [ = out
ing = revealing to author ] to 
you there , if the individual 

don ' t know how to us e it , i t  the s ame as you trying to sweeten the Mis s is s ipp i 
River with a nickel ' s  worth o f  s ugar . I t ' s  too much water . You have to put the 
s ame amount of d i f ferent things , you unders tand , to make it have any ac tion .  See , 
i f  not , i t ' s  got no power . Now , the b at heart , p lenty o f  people would take the 
bat and kill the b at , then take his heart out . The heart was dead , i t ' s  no good . 
Have to ketch the bat and cut the heart out whils t the bat is alive . S ee .  

(Then what do you do? ) 
You take that and you - after you cut the bat heart out , you get any kind o f  

a good high-p riced perfume , ano int that p erfume with that [ anoint bat heart with 
that per fume ] , take three pods of garlic , s ewing that up together , and p ut i t  in 
your pocket and you ' re a lucky man . [ The typed words " lucky man" and re ferenc e 
were originally on s eparate s heet , I put them in ink at bottom of  typ ed p age to 
s ave space . D i d  this a number of times . H . M. H . , Augus t 9 ,  1 9 7 6 . ] [ New Orleans , 

FEATHER OR BLOOD OF BAT LUCKY 
La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1449 : 3 . ] 
10566 . Yo ' kin us e a bat an ' 
s tan '  or either git a feather 

i t ' s  luck ; either git a feather off  of  a bat an '  it ' s  lucky . 
an ' it stay in de hous e a certain length of  time , it ' s  a s ign 
in de hous e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518 ) , 2 6 9 8 : 2 . ] 

git his b lood under
o f f  of a bat an ' 
I f  yo ' git a b at 
o f  death , i f  he fly 

10567 . Yo ' gits a leather- [wing ] b at an ' yo ' gits his heart an ' yo ' s ew it 
up into a red flannel . An '  gits a small p iece of rock s ulphur an ' p ut it [ in 
the flannel ]  together . Feed that , gi ' [ give ] to ' em. Tell ' em [ I  am to tell 
my p at ient or clien t ]  while he los in ' , totes it in his left pocket so  he kin 
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FLANNEL - RED - SEW BAT HEART INTO - THEN ADD 
ROCK SULPHUR TO FEED HEART - AT FIRST KEEP IN 
LEFT POCKET TO LOSE - THEN RIGHT POCKET TO WIN 

CUT BAT OPEN ALIVE - TAKE OUT BLEEDING HEART 
SEW INTO RED FLANNEL - WEAR - GAMBLING SUCCE S S  

los e . Well , when he l o s e  as  
mu ch as he wanta , change it ovah 
in his right pocket an '  gamble 
right on an ' he ' ll win . [ B runs
wick , Ga . , ( 1 2 2 4 ) , 2 081 : 3 . ] 
10 56 8 .  Yo·' could take a leather
wing b at an ' gut him alive , an '  
take his heart an ' s ew it up in 
a p iece o f  red flannen , an ' it 

will make yo ' succ ess ful in games of all kinds . J es ' while he ' live , cut him 
open ' l ive an '  take his heart while i t ' s  bleedin ' , an ' t i e  it up in a p iece of 
put i t  in a p iece o f  red flannel an ' it  will make yo ' success ful in games . 

GUTS O F  LIVE BAT - LODESTONE - THIRD? - GAMBLING 
[Brunswi ck , ( 1 1 7 5 ) , 1 9 88 : 6 . ] 
10569 . Ket ch a bat an ' take 
his gut s out o f  ' im an ' pack 

' im  with lodestone an ' somp in els e  -
�be moment ] .  Anyhow ah know dey s ay 
(1524) , 2 7 2 3 : 2 . ] 

ah dunno [ =  don ' t know ] now [ I  forget for 
use a bat fo ' gamblin ' . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 

105 7 0 .  Dey tuk a leather-wing bat , tuk his head and put it into a little 
saaething and put it under mah p illah . And ah laid - mah wi fe i t  was did dat 

BEAD OF BAT WIFE PUT UNDER HUSBAND ' S  P ILLOW 
lO MAKE HIM FLY AWAY FROM HOME AND CHILDREN 

in T allahassee . When ah laid on 
dat p illah it wasn ' t  long fo ' ah 
got worried - b een living well in 
mah home and me an ' her h e ' d  to

aether s event een years . And dey parted us . Dat was done into dat p illah , and 
after a while ah got along ; you know , left mah home - j es t  raised up [ and le ft 
after ] living together all dat time . Got up and left , left everything , and five 
children . Got two girls right chere in town to prove i t . Yes , sir . J e s t  one 
wu.an [ all b ecause o f  her ] . 

(Well , who did that? ) 
Who did dat? It  was a man , [ living ] wi t mah wife now .  He ' s  wit mah wi fe 

.ow. Yes s ir , he did dat - [man ] by de name o f  Berkin . He ' s  de one did it . 
Yes , sir , he did dat . [ At a later dat I prob ably would have asked in formant : 
�2 you find the bat heat under your pi Uow?  Or after you had Zeft home did 
� ask a fortunete Z Zer what had made you leave ? ]  [J acksonville , Fla . , ( 605) , 
1'14 : 1 .  1 

10571 . Use his heart . Take him an ' kill 
� quiver ing j es t  lak dat [ illustrates ] .  Ah 

him an ' take his heart . His heart 
don ' t know when it dies but it b e ' s 

quiver ing aftah yo ' clean it . 
An '  then yo ' s ew that heart up . 
That ' s  fo ' gambling , that ' s  fo ' 

B.L=!:S PERFUME TO DRESS SEWED UP LIVE BAT HEART 

laCk, that ' s  fo ' j es t  any thing that yo ' wish to do , yo ' s ee .  But chew gott a  have 
.-.ething to keep it dressed after a cert ain t ime . 

rYbat would you dress i t  with? ) 
�earts [hes itates ] .  
{You mean Hearts perfume . 

... ase that [Hearts ] on it . )  
And you take this heart o f  the bat while he ' s  alive 

that ' s  right . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 86 : 3 . ] 
10572 . Ket ch yo ' a live bullbat an ' take an ' s ew him right up in a rag - a 

�her one [bat ] . Dere ' s  a leather bullbat an ' den dere ' s  a bullbat a - dey all 

1111 .. T BAS A LODESTONE - OPEN ALIVE GAMBLING 
b e ' s  up in de chimley , an' -.ake 
connect ion lak dat . .Jes ' ketch 
one of dem .  S ays dat he ' s  got 
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a lodes t one , say s  yo ' take an ' cut him right open alive an ' take dat lodes tone , 
an ' dey say s  yo ' kin git  ' em [ o ther gamb ler s ] out wit dat . [ This lodestone in 
a b at prob ably came from someone who found a dead b at that had a piece o f  lo de
s t one in it ; someone ' s  lost hand. ] [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2646 : 16 . ] 

105 7 3 . Yo ' kin take a bat 
LODESTONE BAGGED WITH BAT BAKED IN OVEN - GAMBLING an ' yo ' kin put him in a 

s tove , yo ' know , an ' b ake 
An ' put it in a little b ag an ' put a 
me - s ay ,  dat will give yo ' good luck . 

him unt i l  he git kinda crus ty l ike dat . 
p iece o f  lodestone in dere , an ' dey tell 

(Good luck for what ? ) 
Gamb l in '  an ' shootin ' dice . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 17 7 ) , 1 9 9 0 : 12 . ] 
1 0 5 7 4 . Den , if  yo ' want luck wit winnin ' ,  say yo ' kill a b at an ' t ake de 

heart out of de bat , aftah yo ' kill it . Den aftah yo ' taken dat hear t out , t ake 

S EW INTO RED FLANNEL A BAT HEART AND LODESTONE 
DAMPEN OR FEED WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - THI S  I S  
A LUCKY PIECE O R  TOBY - RUB IT  B EFORE GAMBLING 
TO KILL ANOTHER GAMBLER' S LUCKY HAND OR TOBY 
SEW SALT AND RED PEPPER IN RED FLANNEL - KEEP IN 
RIGHT PO CKET - IF OTHER MAN LUCKY - HIT YOUR HAND 
AND RUB YOUR DICE WITH THI S  SALT-AND-PEPPER BAG 

dat heart an ' make a toby , 
see , an ' sew it . Yo ' take 
dat heart an ' git chew some 
good flannen , an ' aftah yo ' 
git  some good flannen , den 
g i t  some good perfume called 
Jo ckey Club - lucky perfume -
an ' a piece o f  lodes tone . 
An ' den yo ' take an ' dampen 

dat lodestone an ' sew it togethah - sew it up . Sew it up in dat red fl annen . 
An ' den aftah yo ' sew i t  up in dat red flannen , dat ' s  a lucky piece [ a  toby ] . 
Dat will b r ing yo ' luck . Dat ' s  whut chew call luck . An ' all yo ' go t t a  do i s  
j es '  grease yore han ' , j e s '  when yo ' wanta g o  tuh gamble o r  sompin lak dat . Oil 
yore han ' s  ' fore yo ' go , den yo ' ll have luck . 

Now , if a man i s  got a lucky han ' ,  dey come tuh yo ' [ root doctor ] an ' say , 
"So-an ' -s o  got a lucky han ' an ' ah want a know how tuh stop him. " All right . 
Yo ' turn right aroun ' den an ' git chew some salt an ' red peppah an ' sew it up 
in de same thing , an ' give i t  t o  ' em [him] an ' let ' im wear it  in his r igh t po ck
et . An '  when he goes tuh gamb le an ' find de fellah dat ' s  got dis luck , take his 
[ own ]  b ag an ' hit his han ' dat-a-way an ' rub d e  dice . Dat will ki ll  dat . 

(Any kind o f  fl annel ? )  
Yessuh .  Je s '  s ince it ' s  de red flannen . Dat ' ll ki l l  dat . 
(Ki l l the o ther fellow ' s luck . ) 
Yessuh .  Dat will ki ll , too . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 15 3 0 ) , 2 7 3 8 : 1+2 . ] 
105 7 5 . In a gamb l ing out f i t  i s  de foot I spoke o f  j us t  now , de mole ' s  foot  

and a b at ' s  hear t . Dey are ab out two o f  de hardest  things t o  get  dere is  in de 

MOLE ' S  FOOT [SHOVEL ] - BAT ' S  HEART - 2 LUCKIEST 
CHARMS FOR GAMBLERS - IF LOST - RETURN TO OWNER 

country . But dey take a bat , 
kill him and open him while 
he ' s  s t ill warm , and take hi s 
heart out . And dat shove l I 

was speaking ab out j us t  now [ in 4 78 : 8  t o  move ] , well mo s t  gamb lers will carry 
dem as a charm. Dey claim dat de money dat comes in contact wi th de b ag dat dey 
carry dese things in , even if dey lose , it ' ll [ the b ag carrying the charm] come 
b ack t o  ' em.  Dey got  dat belief in i t . A b at ' s  hear t and a mole ' s  foot makes 
de great e s t  gambler ' s  charm dey is . [ There are several places in HOODOO where 
we have the b elief  ab out lost charms , hands , jomos , �' coming b ack to the 
owner . I t  i s  o f  no  use t o  finder . A hand o r  helper is  made for a part icul ar 
pe rs on , o r  was in the days when doctors made them. ] [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 7 0 ) , 4 7 9 : 5 . ]  

1 05 7 6 . We have what you call , as I ' fore told you [ told you b efore ] , i s  a 
s ilver dime - one s ilver dime and a bat . You ' ll find them goes round in the 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4021 

s table and all there . And you take that 
heart in him .  Mostly every thing that b e  

bat and take the heart out . He have a 
found walking - every creater - if i t ' s 

�NEY - LAY S ILVER DIME ON LIVE BAT HEART - ADD 
LODESTONE - TIE UP - "FEED" IT STARS PERFUME 

a creature , i t ' s  got a heart . 
And you take that heart out o f  
there and take that hear t there 
and you put it  on top of this 

dime . Then you take this lodes tone and tie it  up in there , and after you tie it 
up , you find what you call this Star [ or Stars ] per fume [ has s tars on label ] 
that ' s  what you go tta  feed i t  with . Then you [ can ] walk into any place , s t ep in 
in any b us ines s you got , everything ' s  going b e  [O . K . ] .  But at the s ame t ime , 
thos e  p eople that you have deal t with , i f  you gamble with them [you have to b e  
careful ] .  

(That ' s  for luck in gamb ling? This is for luck in gamb l ing? ) 
Yassuh . 
( I  s ee . )  
That ' s  my way . [New Orleans , La . , ( 861) , 137 4 : 1 . ] 
105 7 7 . ( I  don ' t unders t and what you mean . Tell me the whole thing . ) 
You take your underclothes . You ketch that bat and tame him , you know , and 

put that - your underclothes - in his mouth and let him go . And wherevah he go 

�UTH OF LIVE BAT - PUSH DOWN INTO - PIECE FROM 
SEAT OF VICT IM ' S UNDERCLOTHES - SENDS HIM AWAY 

and travel , you gotta travel 
right on b ehind . 
(What do you - you put some 
underclothes in his mouth , you 
s ay? ) 
Yeah , you take and cut the s eat 

of someb ody ' s  underclo thes out and let him swallow ; i f  he can ' t swallow it , take 
a stick and push it down . And j us t  let h im go on . 

!DREY - BAT HEART IN POCKETBOOK WITH - TO WIN 
(I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , 
( 8 8 4 ) , 1458 : 1 . ] 
105 7 8 . Catch live bat , cut out 

heart , put in po cketb ook with money , and you will win . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1) , 
157 2 : 3 . ] 

105 7 9 . Yo ' 
• uve , an '  put 

kin take a leather-wing b ullbat an ' cut his heart out whils t he 
it on a s traight p in [ ordinary p in , not safety p in ] . Run a 

PEl RUN THROUGH LIVE BAT HEART - KEEP IN BOTTLE 
OF iiZARTS COWGNE - RUB HANDS ON BE FORE BETTING 

straight p in through it an ' 
put it  in a bot tle o f  Hearts 
Co Logne an ' rub yore han ' • Rub 
i t  on yore han ' every t ime yo ' 

� to a skin game an ' yo ' ll win . [Way cros s ,  Ga . , (1141) , 185 7 : 3 . ] 
105 80 .  Takin ' de bat yo ' understan '  an ' capturin ' him wit ' out killin ' him ,  

.ee. An '  cuttin'  h im open an ' takin ' his heart out . Takin ' his heart an ' s ewin' 

.:D BAG - SMALL - SEW IN BAT HEART - ADD PERFUME 
CJIRAMON POWDER - CONTROLLING POWDER - 3 THINGS 
WEAR IN POCKET - YOU WILL BE LUCKY IN GAMBLING 

it in a lit tle red b ag .  An ' 
put some per fume in dere wit 
de bat heart . Put some of dat 
c innamon powder in dere an ' 
put de aontro l lin ' powder in 

tlae. An '  make a li ttle bag 
� yo ' understan ' , yo ' ll b e  
(lS60) , 2857 : 4 . ] 

an'  wear it in yore pocket . An '  every game yo ' go 
[ s omething ] lucky fo ' gamb l in ' . [New Orl eans , La . , 

10581 . Well , you could go to  the river and get twelve grain of  sand - twelve 
� of sand . You go to the river and you get twelve grain of sand and you get 
a � - You know what they call a b at . That ' s  some l i t tle b ird ab out . [ In folk
� and hoodoo a b at is always a b ird . ] 
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( I t  flies around in the ai r? ) 
SAND - 12 GRAINS FROM RIVER - PUT IN BAT HEART Fly around in the air . 
SEW UP IN CLOTH - CARRY IN POCKET - GAMBLING (All right . )  

And after you git that bat 
heart - you git the heart out de bat . And then you take that twelve grain o f  
sand and put it right i n  that bat heart , and you sew i t  up and slip i t  in your 
pocket . And you ' ll win all . You ' ll have the best succes s  that i s  in gambling . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 848b ) , 1 312 : 2 . ] 

10582 . Now another lucky hand , yo ' git chew a small little - one o f  dese 
little bats dat fly around . Well , yo ' git chew one of do se an ' git his heart 

' fore he die . Take his heart 
SEA ISLAND CLOTH - NEW - SEW LIVE BAT IN 
BRINGING EVERY STITCH TO YOU - ANO INT PACKAGE 
WITH HEARTS PERFU� EVERY MORNING BEFORE SUNRISE 
SAYS LORD ' S PRAYER - HAND FOR GAMBLING - ANYTH ING 

out befo ' he die , an ' s ew dat 
up in a p iece of Sea I sland 
clo th - new cloth don ' t chew 
know . An ' every time yo ' 
make a sti tch , why in sewing 

i t , bring it to yo ' , don ' t chew know - j es '  bring it dat way [ demons trates ] . An ' 
den yo ' git some of dis perfume , HeaPtB PePfume , an ' ' noint dat package wit dat 
every morn in ' befo ' sunrise , an ' rep eat de Lord ' s Prayer . An ' dat ' s luck too , 
dat ' s another lucky hand. 

(For what? )  
For any thing , any affairs . 
( Gambling? ) 

Anything . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1167 ) , 1 9 64 : 2 . ] 
1058 3 .  Kills de bat • • • git his heart an ' put in a little shammy skin an ' let 

it dry • • • foh gamb lin ' . [Li ttle Rock , ( 90 2 ) , 1474 : 1 3 . ] 
10584 . Ah hear a real gambler say i f  yo ' wants  be real lucky in gamblin ' ,  

kill yo ' one o f  dese leather-wing bats an ' cut de heart out of  ' em ,  an ' lay i t  

S ILK - NEW RED - SEW INTO - LIVE BAT HEART CURED 
KEEP THIS IN POCKET WHEN GAMBLING - YOU WILL WIN 

up until it git good an ' 
s easoned . An ' go an ' buy yo ' 
a p iece o f  pure red s i lk 
cloth an ' s ew it up in dat , 

an '  keep i t  in yore pocket an ' go to yore game . Nobody can ' t hardly ketch yo ' . 
Fact [ in fac t ]  ah have seen dat tried . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 115 9 ) ,  1 9 34 : 2 . ] 

105 85 . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wanta gamble an ' yo ' don ' wanta lo se , yo ' won ' t lose . 
Ketch a bat an ' cut his heart out whilst  he ' s  - cut his heart out . Ketch de bat 

BAT HEART IN S ILK - TIE ROUND ARM - GAMBLING 
an ' git his heart whilst it ho t , 
an ' put i t  in a piece of  s ilk 
cloth , an ' s ew it up wit d i s  silk 

cloth an ' tie  i t  
cards yo ' play . 

1058 6 .  Gi t  a 
heart . An '  take 

roun ' yore arm . An '  as long as - yo ' can ' t lo se in no game o f  
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 351) , 2 395 : 9 . ] 
leather-wing bat . Don ' t shoot him , git ' im alive an ' git his 
his heart an ' dry i t  in de sun an ' put i t  in a s ilk string -

DRY LIVE BAT HEART - IN S ILK RIBBON FINGER-WIDE 
TIE UP - THEN ABOUT RI GHT ARM - WIN IN ANY GAME 

j es t  a s ilk clo th wide as yore 
finger , an ' t ie it in i t  an ' 
tie it round yore right arm . 
An ' yo ' ll win in any game yo ' 

go in.  Yo ' re success ful in it , yes s i r , morely so  on the average than any other 
way . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1047 ) , 17 0 2 : 9 . ] 

10587 . Yo ' kill a bat . Yo ' shoot a bat . Git him 
BAT HEART IN RED SILK BAG whi l s t  he ' s  ho t an ' cut dat heart out . Put dat heart 
ON LEFT ARM - GAMBLING into a red s ilk bag an ' sew it up an ' wear it round 

yore left arm an ' yo ' will win in all yore games . 
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[Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 111 6 ) , 1 7 9 3 : 1 . ] 
10588 . Ah heard o f  ano thah thing in gamb l in '  but it ' s  a hard thing tuh git . 

But ah b elieve dis cus ' de man dat tole me , cos ' he ' s  daid now , but he used tuh 

WRAP BAT HEART IN S I LK HANDKERCHIE F  
T I E  ABOUT LEFT ARM FOR LUCK IN POKER 

be a great gamb ler , He tried tuh gi t me 
one dem once , Yo ' ke tch a leather-wing 
bat . Dey say i f  yo ' kin ketch a leather
wing bat an ' kill him ,  an ' take his heart 

an ' wrap it in a s ilk han ' kerchief , an ' wrap it round heah [demons trates ] ,  yo ' 
can ' t b e  caught in no p oker game yo ' p lay in . 

(Wrap i t  in a s ilk handkerchief you say ,  and tie it around your arm, ) 
Tie it round yore arm an ' wear i t  j es '  whils t yo ' playing . Dis fellah gambled 

wi t ' em.  Ah didn ' t gamb le wit ' im , an ' he gamb led wit white p eople , wit colored 
people , an ' ah ' ve known him tuh have as much as two an ' three thousand dollahs 
at one time , [I turned o f f  machine too soon . Inf ormant mentioned name o f  hotel 
where this gamb ler had worked . ]  

(He was working at the • • • •  Ho tel? ) 
Yessuh , [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (141 6 ) , 2 5 5 0 : 5 . ] 
10589 . Dey tell me yo ' kin take de heart o f  a leather-wing bat an ' yo ' kin 

tie it up in a pi ece of s ilk cloth , an ' t i e  a little s ilk s tring to i t , where 

TIE BAT HEART INTO S ILK CLOTH - TIE SILK STRING 
TO IT - TIE ROUND LEFT WRIST - A GAMBLING HAND 

gamb lin ' hand. [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 11 6 6 ) , 19 59 : 1 . ] 

yo ' kin tie it on yo ' .  Tie 
dat round de left wris t ,  Dey 
say dat ' s  wonderful to bring 
a gamb lin ' hand , a regular 

1059 0 .  Well , you j us t  take your bat , catch you a live bat , cut him open and 
take his heart . You ge ts you one yard o f  ribb on , red ribbon . Yes , s ir .  And 

TIE UP LIVE BAT HEART IN 1 YARD OF RED RIBBON 
CROS S 2 NEEDLES IN PACKAGE - TIE ON HAND YOU 
DEAL WITH - RI GHT OR LE FT - GAMBLING SUCCESS 

anything you deal wi th , you take 
that ribbon and that heart and 
you t ie it together , Take two 
brand-new needles and s tick ' em 
an ' make a cro s s  in there like 

when you go ing out , and that ' ll make you succes s ful . Gambling succes s . That ' s  
called a gamb ling hand. You pin on the hand you use , on the hand you are using : 
if you deal with the left hand , on the left ; and i f  you deal with the right , you 
use the right hand . [ New Orl eans , La . , ( 81 5 ) , 11 5 3 : 1 . ] 

1059 1 .  A leather-wing bat , now , unders tan ' . Now , if yo ' wanta s ell a fellah 
a hot hand fo ' gamb lin ' ,  go an ' ketch yo ' a leather-wing bat . Git him alive . 

EOT RAND FOR GAMBLING - SPLIT OPEN BACK OF LIVE BAT 
� OUT HEART - DON ' T WASH BLOOD OFF - SEW IT UP 
El PIECE OF RED AND BLUE RIBBON - TIE IT ABOVE 
liGHT ELBOW - WEAR IT - SLEEP WITH IT ON - WIN ANY 
� - PEOPLE CAN NEVER SHOOT YOU - DODGE BULLETS 

S ometime dey go in people ' s  
house an ' dey knock ' em 
down wit brooms , in de 
s ummertime , dey fly in 
[ there being no s creens ] . 

Kno ck ' em d own wit a ole 
broom ,  or yo ' kin go in 

ole s tump s or ole logs where dey roost  at an ' yo ' 
Yo ' can ' t f ind ' em in daytime , 

kin gi t ' em out dat-a�y . 

Yo ' take de leather-wing bat an ' yo ' set right down an ' take yore knife . a 
ole kni fe or somep in lak dat an ' split him right open in de back . J es '  sp1i� 
i� right open while he ' s  live , split him right open in de back j es '  lak da� . 
aa '  reach up dere in his left s ide an ' git his lit tle heart out . I� ' s  a li�tle 
� .  de b igge s t  one dey is ab out lak dat [demons trates ] .  Git hi& li���e � 
oaca dere ' b out lak dat . An' he ain ' t even daid . While he ' live &i� da� heart 
oa£ of dere . J es ' take yore f inger an ' pull dat heart out . 
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Take dat heart an ' go on back wit i t , don ' wash de b lood off , not nuthin . An ' 
git chew a red , an ' ah mean red , too ; a red an ' b lue piece of ribb on . Jes ' as 
red [ informant point s ] as dat ring round dat b ig coffee cup . [ In Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , I worked in a kit chen-d ining room and I s t ill rememb er it vaguely . ]  Let 
it be j es '  ' b out dat wide , an ' take it an ' set  i t  right down an ' lay dat heart in 
dere , an ' sew dat heart up in dat ribb on . Have it long enough an ' sew it up in 
dere good an ' t ight . Take dat bat heart an ' yo ' wear it on yo ' right han ' [ see 
later ] . Take dat bat heart in dat piece of ribb on , s ew it , make it kind of a 
belt-lak an ' carry it up dere round yore wris t yo ' unders tand , ab ove de elbow ,  
up heah , unders tand . F i t  i t  up dere , s ew dat o n  dere tight so  i t  f i t  lak a belt , 
won ' t s lip off , an ' wear i t  on dere . S leep wit i t  on dere . As long as dat bat  
heart s t ays in  dere lak dat , yo ' kin do  any kinda b e t t in '  dat yo ' want done . Yo ' 
kin win money an ' gamb le wit it , unders t and , an ' yo ' kin go out an ' s teal it . 
Go out an ' do any thing lak dat , an ' people could shoo t at chew , an ' nine t imes 
to one , dey nevah hit chew .  Wit dat bat heart yo ' kin dodge bullet s  yo ' kin 
dodge a shot . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 3 3) ,  259 8 : 3 . ] 

WITH RED S ILK THREAD TIE BAT HEART INTO RED FLANNEL 
FEED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE BEFORE GAMBLING 

1059 2 .  Yo ' go an ' yo ' 
ket ch yo ' a leather-wing 
bat an ' yo ' cut him open 

take his heart out . Yo ' take red silk thread 
up wi t dat . An ' yo ' use HeaPt Co logne on i t  
right . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206) , 2038 : 5 . ] 

while he ' s  alive an ' yo ' 
an ' red flannel , yo ' know , t ie it 

an ' yo ' always b e  lucky . Dat ' s  

1059 3 . When yo ' firs t ket ch him , yo ' cut him open an ' git his heart an ' have 
yo ' a sharp - sompin lak a ice pick an ' place dat s traight through de center o f  

PUNCH HOLE THROUGH BAT HEART WITH ICEP ICK - RUN 
RED RIBBON OR STRING THROUGH - TIE - PUT IN RED 
FLANNEL - PRAY OVER - USE LODESTONE IN - GAMBLE 

his heart . Take yo ' a red 
piece of ribbon or s tring an ' 
run i t  through dat - t ie dat 
an ' den yo ' put it in a red 
piece of flannen an ' s ay yore 

prayers ovah dat - aftah yo ' s ay yore prayers ovah dat , yo ' use de  lodes tone 
with it . Dat ' s  fa ' gamb lin ' . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 31) , 1512 : 14 . ] 

1059 4 .  (How do you do that ? )  
Take a brand-new piece of s i lk .  Ket ch that bat , cut him open while he alive . 

Take the heart out of him and take that brand-new piece of silk [ ribbon ] and cut 

LIVE BAT HEART - WASH - WRAP IN NEW SILK RIBBON 
SEW UP - PINK THREAD - EITHER TIE IT ROUND NECK 
9 KNOTS IN CORD - PACKAGE HANGING BELOW HEART 
OR TIE PACKAGE TO WRIST OR ARM - RIGHT ONE OR 
HAND YOU SHOOT WITH - GOOD FOR 7 LICKS WITH DI CE 

it [ the size  you need ] , wash 
that bat ' s heart o f f  and put 
it in there . And take it and 
wrap it up , and s ew i t  up with 
p ink thread - p ink thread . 
And take it , if  you don ' t want 
to make nine kno ts in i t , and 

wear it around - let i t  drop right down , right down here [ demons trates ] b elow 
your heart . 

(Wear it around your neck so  i t  will hang down near your heart ? )  
Yeah , yeah . And if you doesn ' t  want t o  do that , why you take i t  and tie  it 

[usually to the wrist or on the arm] and shoot dice wi th this hand [ demonstrates] . 
(With your right hand . ) 
Yeah , with your right hand . You take it and tie it around [ r ight wri s t  or a 

arm] , and you always good for seven Ziaks . 
( S even Ziaks . ) [ Seven successive throws or attemp t s . ] 
Seven Ziaks . After you ' ve had them s even Ziaks , why , you pas s the dice . When 

they get b ack to you , you can taken ' em up , you good for [ ano ther ] seven Ziaks . 
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[New Orleans , La . , ( 819) , 117 1 : 5 . ] 
1059 5 .  You take the bat ' s  heart , you unders tand . That ' s  sup posed to b e  luck . 

that Jockey Club perfume wit 
Blue Di 'mond , gi t from the 
pharmacy ; i t ' s  a lickrish 
[ liquid ] .  Saturate  it , you 
see . Sew it up in a piece 

Take the heart from the bat before he is dead . Over 

STEEL DUST - LIVE BAT HEART - SEW INTO RED FLANNEL 
FEED WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME AND BLUE DIAMOND 

o f  red flannel , you see , wi th s ome stee l dus t.  Well , i f  you are a gamb ling man , 
that will make you lucky . [New Orleans , La . , (816) , 115 7 : 1 . ] 

1059 6 .  Dem lit tle ole leather-wing bats . Well , ah heard dat chew kin - dem 
little ole leather-wing bats , dem lit tle b i t ta ones dat goes all up in d e  corner 

3 THINGS ADDED - AFTER HOT BAT HEART DRIED 
SALT - BLACK PEPPER - BLUESTONE 

SEW UP IN CLOTH - WEAR IN POCKET FOR GAMBLING 

of yore house .  Well , ah learnt 
dat chew could take one of dem 
an ' kill him , an ' git his  heart 
while it ' s  hot , an ' keep it until 
i t  gi t dry , an ' put s ome salt an ' 

black peppah an ' b luestone onto h it . 
pocke t , an ' dat ' s  good  f o ' gambling . 

An '  s ew i t  up in a rag an ' wear i t  in yore 
Make yo ' win money . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1136 ) , 

TOBACCO SACK - DRIED BAT HEART - RED PEPPER 

LEFT WING OF LIVE BAT IN LEFT POCKET - GAMBLING 

1850 : 5 . ] 
1059 7 .  Dry a bat heart in the 
sun ,  put in tobacco sack with 
cayenne p epper , and carry for 
luck in gamb ling . [Vicksb urg , 
Mis s . , (? ) ,  1014 : 2 . ] 
1059 8 .  Ah ' ll go ketch a bat 
an ' ah ' ll cut his wing off an ' 
ah ' 11 wear i t . 
(Which wing do you cut off? ) 
De left  one an ' wear i t  in mah 

left  pocke t . Well , dat b e  luck fo ' me , luck in gamb lin ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 14 56) , 2 6 47 : 5 . ] 

1059 9 .  Gamblers carry i t . Dey git 
it up in red flannel an ' tote hit . I t  

dat wing , dat leather-wing an ' dey s ew 
make ' em lucky in winnin ' in a skin game , 

:RIGHT WING - IN RED FLANNEL - FOR GAMBLING 

gamb lin ' .  
(Do they sew the whole bat up , do 

you say? ) 
No sir , j es t  de wing , de leather
wing. Yo ' knows dem bats dey ketch 

dat got de leather-wing. 
ving an '  s ew i t  up in red 
si<in game ] • 

D ey gi t de leather-wing , de right wing . J e s ' de right 
flannen an ' dey tote it , says i t  lucky fo ' [ skin or 

(Only the right  wing i s  leather . 
[What promp ted that que s t ion ! ]  

The left  wing i sn ' t leather then? ) 

Ah don ' t know but dey says tuh git de right one . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201) , 
2018 : 5 . ] 

10600 . Yeah , we call dem bul lbats . 
(What do you hear they say they do with 
Well , yo ' take dat b ullbat an ' yo ' take 

.m' yo ' put dat with s ome graveyard dirt . 

IDI.BAT WING - GRAVEYARD D I RT - IN BUNDLE 
aiDER VICTIM' S HOUSE - CONFUSION - NO SENSE 

those? ) 
de wing o f  de b ullbat - his viDcS -
An '  put dat in a li ' l '  hUDdle an' yo' 

put i t  up anywhere uodah a per80D1 S 
house or anything lak .tat .  Bat ' 11  
cause ' em t o  b e  conn..d an '  fiy 
around j es ' lalt de bal lJ.et ; cause 
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' em to fly aroun ' lak dey don ' t have good s ense . [My note on this sheet reads : 
"R. D .  (root doctor)  unusual but legitimate .  The man is not lying . No two per
son s  work alike . R. n • • good . but broke up his material . too late to pres erve 
(as a whole for an interview) . Good . ] [ Fayettevi lle . N .  Car • • ( 1 39 6 ) . 2514 : 3 . ] 

10601 . [This is the only rite in HOODOO where informant pretends I am the 
proprietor o f  a gamb ling house . Several of  these pretenses elsewhere in these 
vo lumes I have called my being a guinea pig ; a willing one . i f  it produced a 

KILL BAT - BURY ONE WING ON ONE SIDE OF GAMBLING 
HOUSE - OTHER WING ON OPPOSITE SIDE - BODY OF BAT 
EMERY DUST - HEARTS PERFUME - NAME OF MANAGER OR 
OWNER OF GAMBLING HOUSE - WRAP THESE IN FLANNEL 
KEEP IN YOUR OWN HOUSE - YOU CAN BEAT THEIR GAME 

hoodoo rite . ] 
You can take a bat and take 
and kill a bat . You can 
take the wing . you bury the 
wings . Just like if th i s  
is a house where y o u  go ing 
to gamble at . you bury one 

wing on thi s s ide of the hous e . one wing on that s ide of  the hous e . You take 
that backb one of that bat and you get you s ome emory dus t . you get you some 
Hearts perfume [has a number of  small red hearts on lab e l ]  and you get the name 
o f  the man that ' s  running that p lace . 

(You mean that gamb ling landlord . )  
Like you is the proprietor . I ' ll get your name . I ' ll put all o f  that toge ther 

and wrap it in a flannel . and I ' ll put that in my house . See . 
(Not in the gamb ling hous e . but in your own house? ) 
In my house . and as long as I ' m  got control of that thing . I kin control that 

gambling house . I ' ll be winning . I may go in there and lose a dollar and a half 
today . lose a dollar and a half this evening . I ' d  go back there tonight [ or to
morrow ] and I would win . 

( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans . La • • ( 8 8 3 ) . 145 6 : 2 . ]  
1060 2 .  Now a fellah tell me fo ' a fact dat chew kin ketch a bat an ' yo ' kin 

carry dat round wit chew j es '  like : yo ' would take dem wings off  him an ' don ' t 

CUT OFF WINGS - PUT BAT IN PAPER SACK - OR CLOTH 
SEWED UP - CARRY IN POCKET - ANY LUCK POS SIBLE 

have nuthin but de bat . j es '  
de little o le skin . Ain ' t 
nuthin but skin nohow. Take 
de little ole bat . de little 

haid , an ' put him in a papah s ack or a cloth . T i e  it up - sew it up j e s '  lak yo ' 
would sew up a little bow . an ' carry i t  out in yore p ocket . An ' yo ' k in go an ' 
do mos t  anything yo ' want . Ah don ' t know whether dat ' s true or not . 

(You take j us t  the wings o ff the bat though? ) 
Take de wings o f f . 
(And j us t  tie up the body? ) 
Tie up de body . [Sumter . S .  Car . • ( 1 3 3 8 )  • 231 2 : 5 . ] 
10603 . Well , now heah de othah day a friend of  mine wus tellin ' me . He axe 

me did ah know where he could - firs ' he axe me could ah lend him fo ' do llahs . 
Ah tole him .  no . ah didn ' t ' zactly have de money . 

CUT WINGS OFF BAT - SPLIT IT  OPEN - SAVE BLOOD 
He says . "Well . ah know a fel
lah . "  said . "he claims he kin 
gi ' [ give ] yo ' a han ' fo ' gam-REMOVE ENTRAILS - LET DRY - FILL WITH CHEE SE 

SEW UP - KEEP IN POCKET WITH MlNEY - GAMBLE 

den . see . an ' ah met dis f ellah on de street 
stop me - yo ' know . stop me an ' j e s ' spo�e . 
him shure . s ometime ah gamb le .  

"Well . "  he says . "yo ' evah have any luck ? " 
" Shure ah has luck s ometimes . s ometimes ah 

blin I o 11  

Ah wus on de s teamship workin ' 
an ' he j es '  stop me . An '  he j es '  
So he axed me did ah gamb le .  Told 

don ' t . "  
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H e  say s , "Wel l , yo ' wanta hav e luck all d e  t ime ? "  
Ah tole him ,  "Yeah , e f  ah ' d  l ike tuh win all d e  t ime . " 
He said , " Wel l , ah tell yo ' whut chew do . "  S ay s , "Yo ' go tuh wo rk an ' ket ch 

yo ' one d e s e  l i t t l e  ba t s . D ese l i t t l e  black b a t s , "  yo ' know , "an ' cut his wing s 
o f f . "  Say , " Den - an ' don ' t l o s e any o f  his blood - ket ch all d e  blood yo ' kin , 
an ' s p l i t  him open . An ' j es '  s p l i t  him o p en an ' take his ent rails out , but t ry 
tuh keep a l l  d e  b l o o d  dat chew kin . " S ay , "An ' a f t er y o ' s p l i t  him open , l e t  him 
dry wit de b l o o d  in ' im . " S ay , " An ' den f il l  dat back up w i th cheese . "  Fill da t 
bat , chew know ins i d e  o f  h im up wit chees e .  " S ew h i t  up , "  say , " an '  j es '  keep i t  
i n  y o r e  p o cket wh ere yo ' keep y o r e  money a t  a l l  d e  t ime . " S ay s , "Yo ' 11 have luck 
all de t ime . " 

( In gamb l ing ? )  
In gambl ing . 
S o  ah thought ah might as well try dat . Ah wus o n  de s t eamship fo ' foah yeahs . 

[ B runswick , Ga . ,  (1234) , 2 0 89 : 14 . ] 
10604 . I ' v e hea rd , onc e up o n  a t ime that if yo ' - dere ' s  an o l d  say in ' , I 

seen it es tabl ished in a book once , that if yo ' want s tuh hav e good luck in gam
b l ing , is to g i t  a leather-wing b a t , wrap it into a p i ece o f  flannel an ' t ie i t  

round yore wa is t .  
(They take the who l e  ba t and 
t ie it around the wr i s t . )  

WRIST - WEAR ON - GAMBLING - BAT HEART IN FLANNEL No , the heart o f  the bat . 
(Wha t was the name o f  the 

book ? ) 
Wel l , this book is related 

to - hand ing out from a doctor. Ah don ' t know the name s ince - it ' s  r ight hel p 
f u l  l i teratur e . [ S t .  P e t er sburg , F la . , ( 983) , 1590 : 3 . ] 

" CHAN N E L  DE WO R LD " 

[ The t i t l e  o f  this long d iv i s ion comes f rom o ne o f  the a c t iv i t ies o f  a Jack o r  
samue l o r  any name you want to c a l l  t h i s  p e r s onal and l iv ing fet ish - a d iv ina t ion 
dev i s e  fully des crib ed by my .MOJO EXPERT on page 1254 , one of the grea t  pages of 
�OODOO. Do no t confus e this s p i r i t  obj ect with the imp ers onal ouij a and p lanch
e t t e , which s p e l l  out answer s  to anyone . Jack b elongs t o  and wo rks for i t s  owner 
only . Jack can have any shap e .  Years ago s omewhere in HOODOO a man ' s Jack to 
f ind cunjure was a child ' s  me chanical toy ! Our Jack here is ball- shap ed - hence 
called Jack-ba l l  - held up in the air by a s t r ing . Our op erator addres s es it as 
Samue l .  Any name could be used . The p r e s ent Jack-ba l l  answer s  quest ions by c er
tain movements : t r embl ing , s tand ing s t ill , swing ing back and forth , weaving, and 
whirl ing in a c ir c l e .  This lat t e r  mov ement , called channe l de world, d escr ibes 
the cont ent s within , a l i t t l e  of ev ery thing - a f inal cat ch-al l .  Therefore . in
s tead o f  our f o rmer s e c t ions and s ub s e c t ions , the following ma t er ial has been ar
ranged alphabet ically , beg inning with the l e t t er A and wo rd ABORTION. ] 

10605 . [ Out in the f i eld I rarely if ev er asked directly f o r  self-perfor.ed 
abo r t ion r i t e s ; what I wanted was miscar r iage , d elay ed b irth , malfo��ioa or 
death caus ed by an enemy ' s  wit chcra f t . The r i t e  now f o llowing is a piece of folk 
.ed icine o r  p rac t i ce a hoo do o  doctor , f o r tuneteller o r  wise � caa1d sac&est 
to a client : ]  
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S ome green coffee , co f fee what you drink , she ' ll make a tea out o f  that and 
put some whiskey in there and turpentine and drink i t  hot - hot , hot as she can . 

ABORTION : BREW HOT GREEN COFFEE 
ADD WHI SKEY AND TURPENTINE - DRINK 
S IT OVER BUCKETFUL OF BOILING WATER 
USE NEW LEAD PENCIL - BUY ONE 

And take a slop-bucke t o f  hot b oiling water 
and sit  over i t . Go to the s tore and b uy 
her a lead pencil , b rand- new , have never 
been used . And take that pencil and open 
her womb and spill that water . And when 
that pencil - the mouth o f  it is closed , 

you know . She take that pencil and put - she can do that hersel f better than 
anybody can , you know . Take that pencil and shove it until the mouth of  her 
womb is open , where the heat can ge t in there , stay in . 

When she take the pencil and shove i t , well she go ing to take the end of the 
pencil and make a little hole to open it , you know . And when - while she ' s  doing 
that , she still over the bucket . Well , you see , the heat i s  go ing in there . You 
see , that heat hit there , that make the womb open like that and there come all -
what was in there , going t o  come out . You see . 

Well , now , after hit come - well , it ' s  according to how many months she be . 
Well , i f  i t  be  four months , i t ' s  a baby . Now , it done come and she got to get 
that afterb irth out [ and i f ] she can ' t ge t nob ody [ to help he r ] , she take her 
fist  and blow hard as she can . And s till stay over that . After while that 
afterbirth come . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 26a) , 1212 : 6 . ] 

ABORTION : CHICKEN GIZZARD - FRENCH BRANDY 
10606 . I f  you don ' t want a baby , 
you unde rstand , you kin taken a 
chicken gi zzard , brown it  and put 

in French b randy , kills it . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 404 , Humpadee ) ,  35 7 : 2 . ] 
10607 . Bluestone taken during pregnancy cure s toothache and so  [ also ] blue

stone-water causes ab ortion . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 85 ) , 334 : 4 ; from Johnson , for 
whom see ROOT DOCTOR JOHNSON , pp . l6 20-1624 , v . 2 . ] 

10608 . (What will the husband [ or man ] do? ) 
He kin git  nine acorns an ' bury ' em up undah 

comes ovah dat , well he ' ll nevah come back dere 

4 ACORNS - HUSBAND OR MAN PUTS UNDER FRONT DOOR 
OF WOMAN ' S  HOUSE TO KEEP ANOTHER MAN AWAY 

de s tep , an ' de one [man ] dat 
no mo ' .  He ' ll nevah come back 

tuh see huh ag ' in .  
(That is all  he  has to do , 
bury nine acorns under her 
step ? ) 
Undah huh s tep . An ' as he 
walk ovah dat , he ' ll nevah 

walk back ovah it ag ' in .  He ' ll go out de back 
an '  he ' ll nevah be worried wit ' er ,  not in ' e r 
1531 : 19 . ] 

do ' , he won ' t come out de front , 
home . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 

10609 . What you can do for • • • •  Well , you see , you goe s and you ge t s  some o f  
thi s  here Eve . Just say ,  " I  want Eve root. " 

(Eve root? ) 
EVe root , a she Eve root. 
(Wai t a minute ! She Eve root? ) 
Yes . Well , it ' s  made some thing like a peanut . And you take that and you take 

the bigges t  one and you put i t  in your pocket , you take the smallest  one , and you 
use it in your mouth ; j us t like if you ' d  got an idea that someone was to do you 
hara. Well , you t ake that piece and keep it in your mouth , inside of a small 
piece o f  paper or some thing like that , or either a little p iece of clean rag . 
Then you g e t s  you a glas s o f  water , rive r water , and a glas s ful of  any o ther kind 
of vater rain wat er l ike that . And you take s it and you sets  it like that and 
you sets a Durham sack . [Evidently this is the small sack with draw s tring that 
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had held Durham ( trade name) cigarette  tob acco . ] You carries that Durham sack 
in nine waters - j ust  like i f  you washed it once , in one water , you pour that 

ADAM AND EVE ROOT - HE AND SHE PARTS - HE THE 
SMALLER - KEEP IN MOUTH - SHE THE LARGER - WEAR 
IN POCKET - EACH LOOKS LIKE PEANUT - IF SOMEONE 
TRYING TO HARM YOU - MIX GLASS OF RIVER WATER 
AND GLAS S OF RAIN WATER - WASH DURHAM TOBACCO 
SACK IN 9 TIMES - REDUCE WATER TO ONE GLAS S 
LET SET 3 OR 5 DAYS - WRITE CATER- CORNER ON 
PARCHMENT PAPER NUMBERS - 7- 3-5- HE ROOT MASH 
WITH JUI CE WASH FACE AND HEAD - PROTE CTS YOU 

out and you wash i t  [ again 8 
t imes ] .  Af ter you s t rain i t  
like that , but continue on 
pouring the water down in the 
same place until you gets it  
like that , ab out so high . And 
you leave it setting for nine 
days . After the nine days • • •  
(Wait ! You have this Durham 
sack and you wash it in one 
water and then you pour this 

water in a container . Then you 
t ime . You wash it nine times . 

get some more water and wash it  again , the second 
And all this water you save in ano ther container . )  

You j us t  keep it  there . 
( I  see . All right . )  
Until you get it  later - until you get a glas s ful , j us t  in the amount , that 

amount in nine t imes . Then you take that water and you puts it ins ide of a j ar ,  
or either a keg , you know . 

(Any kind o f  an old can . ) 
Jus t any kind o f  a can . 
(Oh ! a can . A can , all right . )  
And after that you leave i t  set for three or five days [ odd numb er of days ] .  

And after you ' ve taken i t  out from there , you get some this here parchment paper . 
Parchment p aper . And you write your name - 7 - 3 - 5 - [ odd numb ers ] but you 
vrite it j us t  coming . Don ' t wri te it s traight across , j us t  coming cater-corner 
you wri te i t . And afterwards you take that and you get he Eve roots . Well , the� 
you takes it and you mash it up . And every morning you wake up , you take some of 
that , wash your face and head like that , a l l  the way down - j ust  a lit tle on  your 
hands . No way in the world for anyb ody to move you or do you any kind of harm.  

(I  see . Where do you get  this " he" Eve root? ) 
In the drug store . 
(And you say it  looks j us t  like a peanut ? )  
Jus t l ike peanut and i t ' s  got • • •  
(Are there any nuts ins ide o f  i t ? ) 
No , no thing . And it ' s  j us t  l ike a peanut b ut only it got a f ine lit tle string , 

just like a kind o f  string between there to hold it . Then it ' s  got this she Eve 

�t , you see . And you take this she Eve root and you j ust  mash i t  up • • •  
(Wait !  The " she" [ or ]  " he" [ Eve ] root? You mean a " she" Eve root? )  
Yes , then you got the she Eve root. Then you take that and you keep it in 

your pocket . Now ,  look , even you could - afterwards , you could come along -
��er that going on , and i f  you caus e - done want to  make anybody drift . 

(Now , wait  a minute !  Af ter you ' ve used that " he" Eve root in this water , dlen 
yua would carry that p iece o f  she Eve root in your pocket . I understand nov. 
aav .  you are going to tell me something different now , another story . Al l  rl&h� . 
� me  the next one now . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 29 ) , 1 2 21 : 3 . ] 

...X AND EVE - HEART LEAF - PARCH - SPREAD IN HOUSE 
IBIB LU� STAR INCENSE - SPREAD OVER OTHER DUST 
S8EEP OUT - DO ALL BEFORE SUNRI SE - FOR CUSTOMERS 

10 610 . I f  yo ' vanu build 
up yo ' a trade , or sa.pin 
lak dat , j es ' have a lotu 
cus tomah . Yo ' so tab 110rlt 
an ' take dis ..-e stuff ah 

..z tellin ' yo ' ' b out , de Adam an ' Eve . Take Adam an ' Eve an '  sc.e bushes dat 
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grows in de woods called de heaPt leaves [ s ome p lant with cordate leaves ] .  Git 
s ome of  dat , but don ' take de leaves , take de s t em - it ' s  got a red stem.  Take 
de stem an ' wrap around dat Adam an ' Eve an ' bring it back ovah t o  de house dere 
an '  yo ' parch dat s tem . Aftah parchin ' dat s t em,  yo ' pounds it into a p owdah , 
an ' carry it an ' drop it all ovah dat hous e . Dat ' s conkerin ' ' em.  Drop dat 
ever ' mawnin ' ' fore de s un rise . An ' yo ' buys yo ' a l ucky staP [ incense mo lded 
into the shape o f  a star ] an ' yo ' light dat lucky s taP an ' sprinkle a little b i t  
o f  dat s tuf f [parched heaPt leaf s t em] ovah it ; j e s '  a little b i t , sprinkle it 
ovah i t , ' fore de sunri se . Have it so  dat i t  burn out ' fore de sun rise . An ' 
when it do dat , sweep it on out , an ' mo ' cus tomah commence comin ' in , reg ' lah an ' 
reg ' lah an ' re g ' lah . Have to hol ' up burnin ' i t  s ometime [b ecause you have so  
many cus tomers ] .  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , (1450) , 2 6 34 : 5 . ] 

10611 . Git d i s  heah Adam an ' Eve , an ' d i s  powders from Los Angeles , an ' lode
s t one , an ' put it together . Wrop dat up together an ' dat ' ll make a person , if 
yo ' talk to him an ' ask him fo ' a j ob ,  he can ' t  deny yo ' .  

ADAM AND EVE - LODESTONE - POWDERS 
3 INGREDIENTS WRAPP ED FO R JOB 

(What kind of powder is thi s  from Los Ange
les . What do they call i t ? ) 
I t ' s  cal led • • • •  
(I t ' s  s and , not a powder from s ome firm in 

Los Angeles . What is the name of the firm out there? ) 
Yo ' kin git s ome from de Modden? [ o r  Molden? ] Company . Dat ' s  in Los Angeles . 

Don ' t  know whether it ' s  in Los Angeles or San Jose . I t ' s  Chi cago , ah th ink . 
Yessuh .  

(What i s  the name of the company in Los Angeles ? ) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (151 3 or 
1514 ) , 2 6 80 : 1 . ] 

1061 2 . I f  yo ' want a j ob ,  yo ' go  down tuh de bos s . Well , i f  dis fellah want
ed a j ob ,  didn ' t  have no work an ' didn ' t  have nowhere tuh s t ay ,  an ' everyb ody dat 
he went to , had turned him away . An ' he went tuh a fe l lah dat supposed tuh know. 
De fellah give him three kind of roots : give Adam an ' Eve , an ' dis blacksnake 

JOBLESS MAN WENT TO DOCTOR WHO GAVE HIM 3 ROOTS 
ADAM AND EVE - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING 
ALSO CALLED DEVIL ROOT - TO USE HEARTS COLOGNE 
ON ROOTS AND RUB ON HANDS WHEN SEEING BOSS 
WEAR BUCKEYE IN POCKET - ROOTS IN POCKET - CHEW 

root an ' dis heah devil 
snakeroot [see lateP] . 
He taken dat root • • • •  
(Devi l snakeroot or devil ' s  
shoestring? ) 
Devil ' s  shoe st ring ! Dey 
called it de devi l  Poo t.  

Take dat root an '  fix dat root  up in a kind o f  a compound an ' he go down dere . 
When he git dere tuh dat man he take it an ' goes an ' git him a buckeye an ' puts 
hit in his p ocket . An ' he wears dat buckeye . De buckeye made out o f  - dem lit
tle b lack buckeye lak dat . He takes dat an ' he goes down an ' he talks to de man . 
He put all of dat in HeaPts Co logne an ' he goes down dere t o  de man an ' he gits 
tuh rubb in '  his hand lak dat . An ' walks up tuh de man an ' started tuh talkin ' 
vi th de .an. De man will tell him,  no , but be shore tuh come b ack de next day . 
Wel l , he ' 11  come back de next dat s till a-rubb in ' dat root . Well , he ' ll git dat 
root , every one o f  ' em,  one in each pocket an ' one in each foot . An '  he gits 
dere an• de man go tuh talkin ' an ' he ' ll have a p iece in his mouth chewin ' .  When 
he git dere de man go tuh talkin ' an ' s ay ,  "Well , ah gues s , if yo ' think yo ' kin 
work ,  ah ' l l  give yo ' a j ob . "  An '  yo ' tell de man yo ' kin work . Jes ' as long as 
yo '  keep dat roo t s  rubb ed up an ' keep it fulla HeaPts Co logne , we ll de man will 
nevah f iah yo ' , but de time dat yo ' lose dat root , yo ' lose yore j ob .  [ Fayette
vi lle , N. Car . , (1422) , 2564 : 1 . ] 

10613 .  Wel l , you goes to de woods and you git you a p iece of  Eve-and-Adam 
root , you see . Jes ' like de time God have drove Eve and Adam from de garden , 
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s ee . You g i t  a p iece o f  Eve-and-Adam roo t . After dat you go and git a p iece o f  
de root chew cal l de A my  roo t ,  
s ee .  [ I  am unab le t o  ident i fy 
thi s  roo t ; i t  may b e  a hoodoo
s to re r o o t . ]  You git a p iece of 
chinab e r ry ro o t . Wel l , j e s ' l ike 

3 ROOTS : ADAM-AND-EVE - AMY ROOT - CHINABERRY 
CHEW 3 TIMES DAILY : 6 A . M . - NOON - 6 P . M .  
SP I T  JUI CE ABOUT HOUSE T O  GET RID O F  WOMAN 

you chew dat EV e-and-Adam roo t dis morning , you ' l l chew dat chinab erry roo t ab out 
twelve o ' cl ock noon of de day . All r i gh t , j e s '  ab out six o ' c l o ck , you ' l l chew on 
dat Amy roo t ,  s ee .  You j es '  keep chewing dem roo t s  and s p i t  de j uice around in 
your hou s e  every t ime you chew i t , you unde r s tand , and she couldn ' t  s tay dere to 
save her l if e . 

(Th i s  i s , if y o u  want t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  woman? )  
Yes . 
(You b reak the s pell whi ch i s  hold ing her there . ) [ Charles t o n , S .  Car . , (511) , 

576 : 2 . ] 
10614 . Yo ' kin take a herb cal l ed de [High ] John 

Yo ' put it into a vial [ o f  whi te cologne , see later ] 
de Co nkah , yo ' unde r s tand . 
an ' yo ' take de vial an ' 

ADAM-AND-EVE - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - WHI TE C OLOGNE 
3 THINGS - 9 DROP S ON HANDKERCHIEF - FLASH IT ROUN ' 

DAT 'S  FO ' LOVIN ' YO ' SEE 

yo ' use n ine d rop s on a 
pocket han ' ke ' che f f .  Yo ' 
put in dat b o t tle : de High 
John de Co nkah , an ' de per-
fume an ' de Eve -an ' -Adam . 

Dat Eve-an ' -Adam , dat ' s  a herb . Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' nus e  d a t  into a l i t tle vial ab out 
s o  good - j e s '  enough tub hol ' i t ; yo ' know , ab out de s i z e  of mah f inge r lak dat , 
an '  den yo ' have i t  in dat whi te cologne [ the p e r fume men t i oned ] .  Well , yo ' nus e  
it den , nine drop s  at a time . Yo ' s ee ,  lak yo ' nus e  d a t  aroun ' , yo ' kin take d a t  
up lak d a t  when yo ' s tep i n t o  a room o r  s omp in lak dat , yo ' s ee .  Yo ' take yore 
pocke t han ' ke ' che f f  out an ' , yo ' s ee [ prob ab ly demo ns t ra t e s ] yo ' fl a s h  i t  roun ' 
dere . An ' da t ' s  fo ' levin ' , y o ' s ee . [ F l orence , S .  Car . , (1336 ) , 2309 : 8 . ]  

10615 . Ah hear ' d  a fel lah said he could take 
AD�AND-EVE AND JOHN DE CONKAH s ome Adam-an ' -Eve an ' John de Conkah an ' put 

it in a red b ag an ' weah it aroun ' yuh neck . 
De fo reman he ' l l have s ome kinda fee l i n ' or 

IJ RED BAG ABOUT NECK TO HOLD JOB 

-p in an ' l e t  
1 0 6 1 6 . Yo ' 

body roun ' d a t  

chub go b a ck t ub wo rk . [ Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 3 6 ) , 160 : 10+85 . ] 
kin take devi l ' s- shoes t ring an ' Adam-an ' -Eve root an ' i f  i t ' s  any
chew wanta do s omep in , wan ' dem tub leave or s omep in , yo ' could 

�AND-EVE - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - OVER FRONT DOOR 
PERSON WALKING UNDER - WILL DO ANYTHING YOU ASK 

put i t  up ovah yore f ront 
d o ' . An '  i f dey evah walk 
undah i t , any thing dat 
chew t e ll ' em or s ay dat 

cbev want ' em tub d o , dey do i t .  An ' yo ' don ' even have tub tell ' em .  [ Way

�AND-EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH - LODES TONE 
l IIGREDI ENTS - MAKE LUCKY GAMBLING HAND 

cro s s ,  Ga . ,  (1134) , 1842 : 1 . ] 
1061 7 . Dey s aid dat yo ' g i t  d i s  beah 
lucky lodes tone - yo ' g i t  de [ lu.p ]  
lodes tone powdah - an ' John de COnkah 

... Adamran ' - Eve an ' mix ' em tuhgethah . Wel l , i t  make a lucky gamb li n '  �-

EVE-AND-ADAM - FEMALE AND MALE PARTS 
SBE SEWS ONE ON TOP OF OTHER INTO NEW FLANNEL 

AND WEARS HANGING DOWN IN FRONT 

[Memphis , T enn . , (15 55) , 2829 : 2 . ] 
10618 . Eve-and-Adam � • • •  
(Yes , Eve-and-Adam. ) [Sa.e as 
Adam-and- Eve .  ] 
Eve-and-Adam root. Yoa �t a 

wale and female , and you take ' em an ' put ' em on t op l i ke dat [d�ra�] of 
� other . 
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(One on top of the other . )  
[ S omewhere in HOODOO this is done with wax figure s . Candles ? ]  
And i f  a woman wants her husb and bound to  her , put it in a new p iece of  flan

nel and sew it to a new p iece , and wear it around her waist  wi th that hanging 
down in front , and she can content her husb and whensomever she want . 

(You mean , hanging down in the front ? )  
Yes , sir . ( Vicksburg , Mi s s . ,  ( 7 5 5 ) , 1032 : 10 . ] 
10619 . Well , i f  yo ' have a person tuh leave yo ' an ' yo ' wanta b r ing dem b ack 

yo ' love s dem.  Yo ' loved ones gits scattahed off an ' yo ' wanta bring ' em back 

ADAM-AND-EVE HAS 2 LEAVES - ROOTS HAVE 2 KNO TS 
ONE OF 'EM IS A WOMAN AN ' ONE IS A MAN 

DRY AND POWDER - IN WOMAN ' S  COFFEE FOR LOVE 

tuh yo ' . Dere ' s two roots grows 
in de wo ods , ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' 
truth , dey has two leave s . We 
calls ' em EVe-and-Adam an ' de 
roots of  dem root s is got two 

l i t t le kno t s  ab out little b igger den a cof fee bean - two lit tle knots . One of  
' em is a woman an ' one is a man . Yo ' take ' em an ' dry ' em on a stove . Put ' em 
on a s tove an ' dry ' em dere stiff  an ' spongy - sp ongy like a sp onge . But chew 
cut ' em up when dey git s dry an ' make a softa powdah outa dem - a soft  powdah . 
I f  dat woman drinks cof fee , tea , or  anything dat she drinks , well yo ' kin j es '  
sprinkle j es '  a little b i t  in de bottom o f  de cup an ' den pour on it . Pour a 
dr ink in an ' den she drink dat she ' ll b e  crazy ' b out chew . Ah believe dat ' s  
de truth . Ah ' m  halfway telling yo ' by exper ience . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1008 ) , 

1630 : 3 . ] 
EVE-AND-ADAM ROOT - POWDER - IN COFFEE - S ENDS AWAY 10620 . Yo ' take de root -

fix i t  up . 
H e ' ll go . 

EVe-an ' -Adam root an ' yo ' 
Gr ind i t  up an ' put i t  in some cof fee an ' give i t  tuh ' im tuh drink . 

(That will send him away . )  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1194 ) , 2013 : 7 . ] 
10621 . You kin take Ada�and-Eve in Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' kin hold your j ob .  

Like if you got a b o s s  agains t yeh , you go in ' to work that morning , you take an ' 

ADAM-AND-EVE IN HEARTS COLOGNE - ON HANDKERCHI EF 
LET BO S S  S MELL ODOR - YOU WILL KEEP YOUR JOB 

put a lit tle [Hearts Cologne ] 
on yuh pocke t hankechef .  Jes ' 
like I work fer you , I come 
here [he hems and cough s ] ,  

"Good mawnin ' b o s s , how yuh feelin ' ? "  Dat s tuf f [ s cent ] would fill over the 
house . You [ I ] keep your [my ]  j ob .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (318 ) , 2 51 : 5+8 5 . ]  

1062 2 .  Use Hearts Co logne on Adam-an ' -Eve . They git  a p air , wh ich i s  Adam
an ' -Eve an ' ' noint i t  with this Hearts Co logne perfume . That is to  draw the 

woman friend to them 
S CENT S ELF Wi lli ADAM-AND-EVE IN HEARTS COLOGNE FOR LOVE in love . 

(What would they do 
after they anoint those root s ?  What would they do with those root s ? )  

They keep those  root s into a j ar o r  either a bo ttle , an ' they t ake this per-
fume whut they roo t s  is soakin ' in an ' ' noint themselve s .  

( That i s  to help them [women ] get a man ? )  
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (145) , 2 6 4 3 : 4 . ] 
10623 . De Adam-an ' -Eve root , yo ' take s de Eve [part ] an ' yo ' takes it an ' 

yo ' weah it in yore pocket . I f  no t dat , chew take a lil ' root chew call - dat 
lil '  root chuh call Adam. [ Adam-and-Eve are on the same roo t . ] Yo ' take d i s  
lil ' roo t an ' yo ' take d e s e  three needles an ' yo ' b reak ' em all three i n  three 
pieces . each one needle b roke in three p ieces . Well , dat supposed tuh be nine 
pieces . Yo ' t akes dis root an ' dese needle s an ' let ' em  s tay in dis root three 
days . Takes dese needles from dis root an ' throw it in runnin ' wat ah [I inter-
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WEAR EVE PART OF ADAM-AND-EVE IN YOUR POCKET OR 
USE ADAM PART WITH 3 NEEDLES - EACH BROKEN INTO 
3 P IECES - TIE UP THE 9 P IECES WITH ADAM 3 DAYS 
THEN THROW 9 PIECES INTO RUNNING WATER - TIE UP 
SILVER DIME WITH ADAM AND FOR LUCK WIPE PACKAGE 
ACROSS FACE AND HEAD - TO KEEP THIS  HAND " FROM 
BEING ANNOYED" MEANS LET NO ONE SEE OR TOUCH IT  

rup t ]  • • •  
(You throw the needle s in the 
running water ? )  
I n  runnin ' watah . Yo ' take dis 
dime an ' puts it  wit dis root 
an ' tie it  b ack up , an '  if yo ' 
goin ' out fo ' luck or anything , 
yo ' wipe s it  ' cros s yore face -
wipes it  ' cros s yore face an ' 

haid . An ' take s de roo t an ' put s  it up , keep 
git at ter [ ge t  after ] dis root - if yo ' wanta 
Car . , ( 1402) , 2 5 24 : 2 . ] 

it  from bein ' annoyed - [ anyone] 
have any luck . [ Faye t teville , N .  

10624 . Get a Adam-and-Eve root . 
(Ge t  an Adam-and-Eve root . )  
And fix it  and write their name and tie it up in it . 
(Write their name on a piece of paper ? )  
Uhhuh , and put it in there with this Adam-and-Eve roo t , and ' co s e , you urinate 

on that for nine mornings ,  if you wants  a man . You get him that way . 

liRITE BELOVED ' S  NAME - TIE UP WITH ADAM-AND-EVE 
IN HANDKERCHIEF - GREEN ONE MORE SUCCESSFUL 
URINATE ON HANDKERCHIEF 9 MORNINGS TO GET MAN 

( I  see . Well , now , what do you 
wrap that up in? )  
I n  a handkerchie f .  
( I  see . And you urinate on 
it . )  

You be  more succe s sful in tying it  up in a green handker chie f .  
( I  see . And you tie i t  up and urinate on it for nine mornings .  Then what do 

you do with the handkerchief ? )  
Jus t keep it . 
(Oh , you keep it and then you ' ll  get the man . I see . )  [Mob ile , Ala. , ( 7 0 9 ) , 

978 : 5 . ] 
10625 . You get ' em - two toge ther , you know . 
(Oh ! I t ' s a root that grows together . )  
Two of ' em together ; one ' s  Adam ,  the other Eve . 

are used for , will keep a man and woman toge ther -
Now those , the thing s they 

they will keep them together . 

.&IlAM-AND-EVE - 2 ROOTS GROWING TOGETHER - GET IT  GREEN 
(Well now , how would 
they use that ? ) 

DO NOT BREAK APART - NAME ONE ADAM AND OTHER EVE 
OR NAMES OF MAN AND WOMAN TO BE HELD TOGETHER 

PUT IN BOTTLE WITH PERFUME - MAY ADD CHAMBER LYE 

They go to work and get 
that Adam-an ' -Eve root , 
ge t it  green [ fresh ] , 
and you name one Adam 

aDd the other one Eve , af ter you wash it o f f  good . And you p ut it in a bottle ,  
.ay old bot tle , and don ' t b reak ' em loose . One Adam and the other one is Eve . 
� they put perfume in there . 

(Any special kind o f  per fume ? ) 
No , any kind . P ut the perfume in there . They name [ one ] for the woman and 

� o ther the man , when they are speaking about ' em .  They may use  chamber lye 
.ad perfume in it . S top it  up . Long as you keep that , you will hold the waa 
if you want to . [Nor folk , Va . , (458) , 4 47 : 1 . ] 

3 INGREDIENTS WORN IN BAG FOR JOB 
aui-ANlrEVE - HIGH JOHN - SUGAR OR SALT 

106 26 . Adam-an ' -Eve an ' High Jolrn.. 
an ' make a b ag o f  i t , an '  p14 :lt � 
gethah an ' put a li ' le suc-h � :lt 
a teaspoonful of sugah vid :lt - or 

sal� wid it . An ' mix it tuhgethah an ' sew it up an ' care it  wid joo. Yo•n &it 
a job dat way . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 20) , 133 : 7+85 . ]  



40 34 - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

106 2 7 . To keep de law away ? Wal , yo ' kin take a red peppah - John de Conkah 
Peppah dey call [ it ] , got  de leaves [ p icture o f  pepper and leaf ? ] on de box of 
i t . 

(Where do you get that ? ) 
Kin buy it . Go tuh any drugs tore . 
(They call i t  John the Conker Pepper ? I t  looks like red pepper ? )  
I t  looks like red peppah . An ' put sart [ s alt ] into dat . But doesn ' t us e it 

fer anything els e after dis . Take i t  and go s catter it all around de place dat 

EVE-AN ' -ADAM - SHOE SOLE - SALT : BURN IN YARD 
SCATTER JOHN DE CONKAH [RED ] PEPPER AND SALT 
SWEEP IT NEAR FENCE AND STREET FOR POLICE 

you are in . All around de place 
what chew in and takes a shoe 
sole - j es '  like a shoe . Take 
de shoe sole an ' de Eve-an ' -Adam 
root . Built yo ' a f iah in yo ' 

yard an ' put dat salt , dat shoe sole an ' Eve- to-Adam root in dere an ' burn it . 
Aftah hits burnt , j is '  sweep de yard . But yo ' let de ashes be  neah de fence or 
s treet as yo ' kin . Ah ' ve never had none to go in yet ; nevah had no law to go 
in no place yet . [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 65 7 : 2 . ] 

1 0 6 2 8 . Any time root [ roots for spec ial t imes ] .  Then ah makes a powder tuh 
sprinkle yore house wit , it  call a ho ly powder • • •  [ Informant s tarts o f f  at a rap id 
pace and up in the air . ] 

(Now wai t a minute ! Now , I ' m getting my wife back . Now , I put that right 
underneath , right under the bed? ) 

Yes sir .  
(Then what happ ens . )  
Put Eve-and-Adam root undah yore bed , yuh 

yore sign [ firs t ]  - then make a wish tuh the 

EVE-AND-ADAM AND QUEEN ELIZABETH ROOTS 
UNDER BED - WI SH TO LORD - MAKE YOUR SIGN 
WOMAN WILL RETURN IN 30 DAYS - TAKE ROOTS OUT 

unders tand , and make a wish - make 
Lord . Make a wish fa ' what yore 

heart des ires , you understand , 
after you carried it [ and put 
it under the bed ]  and in thirty 
days she ' ll be back there . Don ' t 
ca ' where she gone . An ' if she ' s  

sued yo ' or  lawsued chao fa ' alimony , then she ' ll take it out [ call off the suit] .  
(What was that other root ? )  
Queen Elizabeth .  [ Informant continues with rites under Queen Elizabeth root 

and shame brier . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 655 ? 0 , 85 7 : 1 . ] 
106 2 9 . Take Eve-an ' -Adam root an ' Queen Elizabeth root an ' five-finger grass 

an ' b ind dem together an ' put on [ them] whiskey , an ' let it soak fa ' seven days 

EVE-AND-ADAM - QUEEN ELIZABETH - FIVE FINGER GRASS 
3 INGREDIENTS - BIND TOGETHER - SOAK 7 DAY S IN WHI SKEY 

BATHE WITH TO BRING BACK LOVE AND LUCK 

to ab s tract dere pow
ers . An '  yo ' take yore
self : yo ' bathe yore 
body , anoint yore body 
[wi th this concot ion ] 

an ' dey say dat will bring back love an ' luck to yore lose ones , put man an ' 
wife back toge ther . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1104) , 17 7 8 : 1 . ] 

ADAM-AND-EVE - GINSENG - ANGELICO : 3 ROOTS 
MASH TO POWDER - SCORCH ON STOVE - PUT IN SACK 

DUST AROUND HOUSE 9 DAYS - CONTROLS PERSON INS IDE 

10630 . They have a gins eng 
root . You t ake a p iece of 
gings eng root and a he and 
she Adamrand-Eve . See , the 
he Adam-and-Eve is j us t  a 

lit tle ball-like , a lit tle white ball - looks like a ball , but it ' s  a root . Wel� 
you takes and you mash ' em [Adam- and-Eve and ginseng ] up together . 

(What do es the she look like ? ) 
The she look the same way only it ' s  more longer , see . Well , then , you take 
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and mash up them he and she , Adam-and-Eve , and the ginseng root and Angelico [ for 
this root see later ] . Mash it all up to gether unt i l  it ' s  j ust a powder , s ee .  
Put it on the s t ove and s corch it . Take flour , mix a little flour - sort of like 
it ' s  burned , s corch it good - and put it in a sack and j us t  dus t arou d there . 
Dus t  around your house for nine days . 

(What will that do? ) 
Well , that wi ll - you ' ll get under contro l .  
(You d o  what ? )  
Under control , that controls your house . 
(Oh , you do that j us t  so  this person comes under your cont ro l? ) 
Yes , s i r .  
( I f  there ' s  a woman i n  the house , she would b egin to  like you? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [ The preceding Ange lico : originally while reading this I annotated 

" angeli ca" the cand ied " angelique" ; but could it be in U . S . A . , the roo t s  from the 
Hercules club ? ] [New Orleans , La . , (842) , 1 2 7 8 : 5 . ] 

1063 1 .  Wel l , dey claim that the alligatah gal l  is mo ' of a poison den prackly 
[practically ] any thing dat choo evah did come acros s .  Take alligatah gall an ' 

ALLI GATOR GALL - IN PERSON ' S PATH 
tro ' [ throw ] i t  in de path , or  anythin ' [ any
where ] where i t  won ' t hurt , an ' yo ' prackly 
kin git rid of de who le family . [New Or

leans , La . , (1560 , excellent ) ,  2856 : 1 . ]  
106 3 2 . I ' ve heard them claim that if you chew a certain root , that root is 

�! ligator roo t , and also High John the Conquer ,  they c laim , and chew that roo t 

j�..LLIGATOR ROOT OR HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
VITBOUT SPEAKING UNTIL YOU REACH BOS S 
CHEW ROOT AND SPIT SAYING TO SELF I WANT A JOB 
9 TIMES BEFORE LEAVING HOME 
9 TIMES BEFORE REACHING BOSS  
9 TIMES BEFORE SPEAKING TO BOS S 

and spit nine t imes b efore 
leaving the home , and nine t ime 
b efore you get to the p lace , 
and nine t imes after you reach 
the p lace , without sp eaking to 
anyb ody each time , and by do ing 
that and j us t  use the words , I 
want a job - you say that [ these 

vords ] to yourself - that the individual will get a j ob .  That ' s  what they c laim . 
[Alligator root here may b e  the root of  the alligator tree , given to a sweet gum 
tree b ecaus e i t s  rough b ark is supp o s ed to look like alligator hide ; or this may 
be any root , a rare one , faint ly resemb ling an alligator . The shape of roots 
years ago , b efore my co llec ting days , played an important part in a doctor 's  
pharmacopoeia . ]  [Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , ( 482 , a clergyman , gif ted with ideas 
and speech , and former , if no t presently , root doctor) , 3 9 8 : 5+85 . ] 

106 3 3 . Git a piece of  alum an ' a p iece of  s altpeter an ' s ew it up in a little 
flannen rag together , an ' dey tell me dat ' ll make yo ' lucky - lucky in gamb ling . 

� - SALTPETER - IN FLANNEL BAG 
� REARTS COLOGNE - FOR GAMBLING 

ALUM - MAN '  S NAME - IN BAG 
OVER H I S  BED KEEP S LAW AWAY 

To t e  i t  in yore pocket . [Af ter machine 
turned off informant adds with Hearts 
Co logne . ] 
Yes s ir .  [Way cross , Ga . ,  (1147 ) , 1870 : 16 . ] 
10634 . "To keep the law away • • •  takes nuthin 
but the man ' s name and a p iece o f  alua. aad 
put s in a bag and tacks it up over his bed • • •  

tD keep law away . "  [New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1206 : 7 . ] 
10635 . I f  yo ' have a house to  rent an ' can ' t have no luck in keepiDg people 

Ia � t .  prob ab ly someone had tricked yo ' with de hous e , ah could tell yo' how to 
�aighten i t  [ out , the prob lem of rent ing hous e ] . All right , yo ' coald so to 
4e drug s tore an ' buy yo ' self a cake of  alum , b uy yo ' self a cake of cawpbur gaa. 
Clll£ dat cake o f  camphor gum in fo ' part s . Put one of those p arts muter J01 front 
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do ' s tep . Put one of  dose part s in de right-hand corner of  de hous e as yo ' walk 
in , an ' one of dose parts in de lef t-hand corner , den put one in dis las t corner 

TO RENT TRICKED HOUSE - BUY ALUM AND CAMPHOR GUM 
CUT LATTER INTO 4 PARTS - FIRST PART UNDER FRONT 
DOORSTEP - SECOND IN RIGHT-HAND CORNER AS YOU ENTER 
HOUSE - THIRD IN LEFT-HAND CORNER - FOURTH IN LAST 
LEFT-HAND CORNER - COVER EACH WITH TABLESPOONFUL 
OF ALUM - THI S WILL KILL ANY CONJURE PUT IN HOUSE 

up heah - dat still is  in 
de lef t-hand corner [ the 
back-o f-the-hous e left cor
ner as you walk in ] . All 
right , af ter yo ' do dat , 
yo ' take dat alum an ' pound 
it up , with a tablespoonful 
of alum to each one of dose 

[parts ] .  An '  if dere any kinda j unk [ conj ure ] in dat house dat gives yo ' hard 
luck , dat alum an ' stull [ camphor gum] will eat it up . [ The more usual form of 
this r ite is the four-corners-of-the-hous e one , it repres enting the four aornePs 
of the woP Zd (Reve lation of St.  Jo hn the Divine , ? : 1 ) . In the pres ent rite the 
front doorstep app ears as a sub s titute for the fourth corner . To b alance this 
change the two lef t-corners are used and the symb ol i sm o f  the 3 corners (the 
Three Holy Names)  us urp s the 4 angels , 4 corners and 4 winds of  S t . John . The 
four-corner rite often b ecomes a q uincunx by adding a fifth point in the center . ]  
[ S t .  Petersb urg , Fla . , (104 9 ) , 1 7 04 : 1 . ] 

ANT BED NEAR HOUSE LUCKY 
10636 . Well , dey say dat i f  yo ' got a ant bed  roun ' 
yore hous e ,  j es '  give ' em sugah an ' feed , dey say dat 
yo ' ·11 have luck round dere , ' long as yo ' s tay dere an ' 

' long as dat ants ' bed dere . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 28) , 2 5 7 8 : 3 . ] 
1063 7 . Go to a ants ' ne s t  an ' git  de  dirt from roun ' it an ' put it in sulphur, 

red peppah an ' table sal t , an ' wear it in yore pocket ; dey say dat give s yo ' lucL 

ANT NE ST DI RT - RED PEPPER - SALT - SULPHUR 
LUCKY WHEN WORN OR KEPT IN HOUSE 

RED ANT NEST DIRT - MIX WITH FLOUR AND MEAL 
THROW WHERE HE SLEEP S - MAKES LOVELY AND KIND 

Brings luck to yore home . [ Flor
ence , S .  Car . , (13 26) , 2 2 7 0 : 1 3 . ] 
10638 . Take de red ants ' nest  
an ' use it with flour an ' meal 
[ 3  ingredients ] .  Mix that all 

up together an ' take that an ' 
j es '  throw it  - j es '  throw it  
chew know roun ' in de room ' b out 

where he sleep at , an ' dat would make yo ' [him? ] lovely kind to ever ' b ody . [Wil
s on ,  N. Car . , (14 9 3) , 2 66 4 : 4 . ] 

10639 . An ' den ag ' in yo ' s ee where dem l ittle antses  come in yore hous e -
yo ' s ee dem antses comin ' in yore house , strollin ' in lak a little trail . Pret
ty s oon yo ' gain ' move from dere . Dey [ law ]  come an ' move yo ' out . Yo ' gain ' 

IF ANTS MOVE IN AND OUT HOUSE - YOU WILL SOON MOVE 

leave , too . 
(When you see the ants com
ing in that way . )  
In dat hous e - dey make a 
trail in dere , de l ittle 

antses , one right after de o thah , s ome comin ' an ' s ame gain ' . Dey gain ' move 
yo '  out an ' yo ' gain ' go , too . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 208) , 206 2 : 5 . ] 

10640.  Go to a ants ' bed an ' git dat sand an ' sprinkle it round someone ' s  
house dat chew didn ' t like an ' dat will als o caus e trouble . 

RED ANT NEST DIRT - PUT AT HOUSE - CAUSES TROUBLE 
(What kind of trouble? ) 
Like fights an ' prob ably 
would end up into killin ' . 

Oat ' s de red ants ' nes t . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414 ) , prob ab ly 2545 : 10 . ] 
10641.  Red antses - j es '  lak i f , yo ' know , yo ' wit ' em an ' yo ' wanta git 

rid of do se people , j est anyb ody . I f  yo ' don ' t wanta put ' em on de go [b ecome 
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a wanderer ] yo ' j est  git - dey [ ant s ] bores a ho le i n  de  ground . An ' yo ' j e st  
stay right dere an ' git  j es t  a weed [ or ]  sompin - not a s t i ck - weed o f  any kind 

BIG RED ANT IS COW ANT : COW LEGS AND HEAD AND EYE S 
STIR UP THE IR NEST - CALLING ENEMY ' S NAME - CUT 
OFF HEAD OFF 1 ANT - HEAD GOES ONE WAY - BODY GOES 
ANOTHER - SEW UP HEAD - KEEP IN YOUR LEFT POCKET 
YOUR ENEMY GOES IN DIRECTION ANT NO-HEAD PART WENT 

an ' yo ' j est  cont inue tuh 
stir when dey come out dat 
hole , j est  lak dat . An ' de 
person dat chew don ' t want , 
yo ' j est  call dere name as 
yo ' stir . Well , when yo ' 
quit st irring , now when dey 

come out , if dey comes out an ' go dis way or dat way - or dat way , dey ain ' t 
comin ' back dere any mo ' • • •  dey goin ' make [ a  new nest ] ' long as dey kin git tuh 
de  church or some place lak dat • • •  but dey g o in ' tuh l eave dat plac e .  S ee , when 
dem [ ants and ] th ings come out dat hole like dat , see dose people is go ing . 

(Tho s e  people whos e  names you called , that will drive them away . )  
Dat ' s  one de eas iest way dey ' ll go den . 
(These are b ig red ants . )  
I t ' s  a big red ant , it a cow ant. 
(Oh ! Cow ant. A cow ant? ) 
Yeah , it  mad e like a cow . When yo ' cut his  head off de other part will go 

right on , yo ' see , dis part go an ' dat part go . Well , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' s ew 
it up . 

( S ew up what? S ew up the head? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight , dat other part will keep agoing . 
{And what do you do with that head then? ) 
Yo ' call dat per son name an ' watch it . See how long he be dere . 
(You take thi s head from it  [ ant ] while you call this person ' s name . )  
You have tuh s ew it up an ' put it  in yore left pocket . 
{And that person who s e  name you called will be go ing the same way that ant ' s  

body is go ing? ) 
Jest lak he ' s go ing . 
(This is the cow ant? Why do you call them the cow ant? ) 
Dey made lak a cow . Dey got laigs lak a cow , got a haid lak a cow . Look lak 

his eyes big as a b ig head . [ Two parts of  cow ant working in opposite direct ions 
is no more wonderful than the doctor who could see a tombs tone rock in s ect ion 
IIEADBOARD OF GRAVE ANSWERS DOCTOR GLOVER BY ROCKING , p . 2 258f . , v . 3 . ] [ S t .  P eters

LEFT-FOOT TRACK - SUGAR - LARD : IN RED ANT BED 
burg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 58 6 : 5 . ]  
10642 . L eft-foot track , mix 
with sugar and lard , put in red 

.ats bed ; when they 
[llobile , 8 4 1 : 2 .  ] 

remove all that , " you ' ll wander about j es '  like de ants . "  

10643 . Take red ant an ' a dirt dauber an ' put it together an ' yo ' kin make 
people f ight an ' l eave one ' nothah . Yo ' throw ' em r ight down in de road r ight 

� ANT OR ITS NE ST DIRT - DIRT DAUBER - TOGETHER 
1BIS MIXED POWDER AT PERSON ' S DOOR - CAUSES FI GHT 

in front of dey do ' . 
(What do you mean , the ant 
itself or his nest? ) 
Git up de  ant hiss elf an' 

c.t him up , an ' us e de dirt-dauber ' s  dirt - his nest . [Wilson , N.  Car . , (1503) 1 

.r SUNRISE CALL ABSENT PERSON ' S NAME 3 TIMES AT 
� RED ANT NE ST - TELL ANTS YOU WANT PERSON BACK 

2 6 6 9 : 10 . ] 
10644 . Someone i s  gpoe an ' 
yo ' kin call a person' s name 
three time s in de .arning at 

._ sunris e  [ at a nest of ] dem big red ant s es , de  b ig red ones , an '  yo '  tell dem 
wDes dat yo ' want dem to come b ack , worry dem to come b ack , an '  dey ' 11 come 
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b ack to yo ' by doin ' dat [ at ]  de big red antses bed . 

AT SUNRISE CALL AB SENT PERSON ' S NAME AT BIG RED ANT 
NEST - IN NAME OF BIBLICAL S ILAS [ ? ] - TO RETURN 

[Waycross , Ga . , (1135) , 
1846 : 5 . ] 
1064 5 . An ' den yo ' kin 
take dem b ig red antses 

Yo ' kin go dere in de day when sun ris ing , j es t  
b ack , only yo ' call h i s  name in a different way 
body ] in de Bible . 

b ed an ' run a person crazy . 
like yo ' go dere fo ' ' em tub come 
- call ing ' im in de name of  [ some-

(Who ? )  
S ilas [ ? ] .  Yo ' kin use dat name . 
(That will run them crazy? ) 
Dat will run ' em crazy [ to come home ] . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1135) , 1846 : 6 . ] 
10646 . Take do se antses , see , ketch ' em , an ' dat [ ant ] bed dey done made -

some o f  dat [ ant ] bed yo ' see , an ' yo ' git i t  [ some of  that ant bed ] in a box 

ANTS - NEST DI RT - IN BOX BEHIND BED - RUNS CRAZY 
an ' yo ' bring it back . An '  
dey tell me yo ' j es ' keep 
dat s ittin ' ahin ' yore bed 

all de time . See . Wel l , dey s ay dat ' s j e s ' tub run yo ' crazy - yore mind bad , 
see . 

(You do that at some other person ' s bed ? ) 
Yeah , do in ' othah people harm . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 54 7 ) , 2808 : 3 . ] 
1064 7 . Put menstrual cloth in ant ne st ; runs woman crazy [Mob ile , 88 7 : 1 ] . 
10648 . Well , if  somebody livin ' next do ' an ' yo ' wanta make ' em move , yo ' go 

out in de woods an ' yo ' come to a ole tree wit aplenty of dem big red piss-antses 

PISS-ANTS FROM WOODS - PUT AT PERSON ' S DOOR - MOVES 
in it , an ' ketch as many of 
' em as yo ' kin . Put ' em in 
a snuf fbox an ' carry it an ' 

put it under dere s tep s . Dey ain ' t goin ' be dere long . Dey go tta go . 
(That will run them away . )  

Yessuh ,  shore will leave dere . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1182 ) , 1 9 93 : 7 . ] 
1064 9 . Ah heard i f  yo ' take a ant , i f  yo ' wus tub take , if yo ' could a - j es ' 

lak a ants ' nes t .  Jes ' lak yo ' go to a ants ' den dey have made . Jes ' lak if 

SCRAPE MAN ' S FEET - PUT IN ANT NEST - MAKE HIM WALK 
LIKE ANTS - ALWAYS ON THE GO - NEVER SATI SFIED 

yore husb an ' or somp in lak 
dat would wash his feet an ' 
yo ' would scrape his feet , 
well yo ' take dis dead skin 

o f fa yore husb an ' s feet an ' take an ' put it in dis ants ' nes t .  Den dat et [ eaten ] 
by de ants an ' den dat would cause him to walk j es ' lak a ants , i f  yo ' wanta do 
somepin to him or somep in lak dat . Dat would cause de husban ' to walk j es ' lak 
de ants . 
• (What do you mean , run him away or something like that ? )  

Yeah , j es ' gives him de wanderin ' an ' sturb in ' an ' all lak dat . Jes ' lak he ' d 
love somebody an ' yo ' thought yo ' could break him - yo ' know , s top him from lov
in' ' em . Yo ' j es ' wanta do somep in ill to ' im. See , yo ' takes an ' wash his feet 
an ' git some of dis heah , yo ' know , dead skin off his feet , an ' yo ' puts it in 
dis ants ' den , an ' say den when he s tar ts tub walkin ' , he j es ' wouldn ' t be sat
isf i ed nowhere he goes , jes ' lak de ants . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 1 ) , 

GET CBDMBS FROM HOUSE OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 
SPRINKLE IN ANT BED - PERSON WILL SOON MOVE 

24 9 7 : 14 . ] 
10650 . S eek around until yo ' find 
one of do se big red ants ' bed j est  
as near de house as yo ' kin find 

i t . Take an '  go d ere an ' me s s  around d i s  fellah ' s house o r  his  table where yo ' 
kin git holt o f  some of de crumb s dat was cooked fo ' dat fami ly . Take dem crumb s 
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an ' go  an ' sprinkle ' em in dat ants ' b ed .  In a few days dat fellah will leave 
dere - take a not ion tuh move if he nevah have thought o f  movin ' - because dem 
l it t le ant s  git tuh totin '  dem crumb s in an ' out de hous e .  He ' ll git ready an ' 
go tuh movin ' j est like dem crumb s - like dem ants is movin ' round wit de crumb s 
he ' ll move den . Dat ' s  whut dey tell me . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1129 ) , 1835 : 3 . ] 

10651 . Jes ' take it ovah heah . Yo ' know where dey [ ants ] make a bed , yo ' 
know . An ' yo ' go dere an ' git dat b ed . Gotta s ift de ant s , not let ' em be in 

S I FT  ANT-NE ST DIRT - ADD WATER - MAKE DOUGH 
SUN BAKD - BREAK OFF P IECE - THROW WHERE 
VICTIM LIVES - CANNOT REST - MUST LEAVE HOME 

dere . An '  git some watah an '  make 
' bout enough lak yo ' make corn 
br ead , yo ' know , an ' lay it out 
somewhere in de sun an ' let it 
bake , git hard . An ' den yo ' take 

it up an ' break o f f  a p iece of dat dirt , an ' lak yo ' wrap it up in a papah heah , 
an ' yo ' takes dis man , whoevah ' t is , no t let him see it , an ' tro ' it where he 
live at . Why he couldn ' t rest , yo ' know , j es '  lak de antses , he couldn ' t rest 
nowhere he ' d  be , aftah dat place . 

(You s imply take this ant ' s [nest dir t ]  after you dry it up and scatter it 
around his house , to make him all upset l ike the ant s . And he has to leave? ) 

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1509) , 2 6 7 7 : 11 . ] 
1 06 5 2 .  Dey j es '  take de red ant s  an ' make 

know nuthin about it . Yo ' know , dey may make 

RED-ANT STOP S YOUR MAKING WATER - KILLS YOU 

a t ea , yo ' see . Well , yo ' don ' t 
some iced tea or lemon tea or 
somep in lak dat an ' give it to yo ' , 
or coffee . Yo ' don ' t know when 
yo ' got it , but it will come to 

real ly kill yo ' - s t op yo ' from makin ' watah , see . 
(That will s t op you from making wat er . )  
Yo ' can ' t make no mo ' watah . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 26 1 ) , 214 3 : 7 . ] 
10653 . Live ant s put in person [ probab ly done by putt ing ant s  in food ] 

[Wilmington , 7 5 : 7+8 5 ] . 
10654 . I f  yore daught er ma ' ys a man dat chew don ' t want her ma ' y  him , if yo ' 

don ' t [want ] him tuh have her , an ' she goin ' do it anyhow , ovah yore control , yo ' 

IF A DAUGHTER MARRIES A MAN HER MOTHER DI SLIKES 
MOTHER GOES TO RED ANT NEST - CATCHES BOTTLEFUL 
YAKES TO YOUNG DOGWOOD TREE - TIES LONG WHITE 
srRING INTO 9 KNOTS - WRAP S IT ROUND THAT TREE 
DOWNWARD TO ROOT S - DRAWS TIGHT - TIES IT THERE 
CARRIES ANT S TO HOUSE WHERE DAUGHTER AND MAN LIVE 
EMFl'IES ANT S SAYING : AH MEANS FO ' DIS MAN TUH 

.:zAVE YO ' IN A HURRY - AS FAST AS DEBE ANTS IS 

�..Ai/LIN ' ON DE GROUND ETC. - LETS OUT ANT S - ANT S 
1iiLL LEAVE HOUSE - IN A FEW DAYS DAUGHTER I S  HOME 

go tuh a great b ig red ant 
nes t . Dem b ig red ants , on 
a sand hill where dey be - a 
b ig red ant b ed . Yo ' ketch 
up a bottle of ' em or a buck
et o f  ' em ,  whut [what ever ] 
yo ' kin git ' em in , where 
dey can ' t git out . Den go 
tuh a young dogwood tree dat 
grows , a young dogwood tree , 
j es '  one , one or two yeahs 
ole - a l il '  young one dat 

sprout up . Yo ' goes an ' take yo ' a long white thread-string an ' t ie yo ' nine 
kDots in it , j es '  lak dat . Yo ' go tuh a young dogwood tree at chure fara . Yo ' 
.eedn' t  bother tuh cut it up . Take dat thread- string an ' goes roun ' an' roan' 
am' roun ' down tuh de root . Wrap it roun ' dere an ' draw it t ight , roun' an' rouo' . 
ne it dere . 

Take dem ant s an ' come back an ' go up tuh de hous e wit dem ants , an' ..,a. i£ 
J01 want de man tuh leave , yo ' says , "Ah means fo ' dis man tuh lea1Pe yo '  iD a  
� ,  as fast as dese ant s is crawl in ' on de ground . "  Dem ants dooe ao oa£a 
liere at once . 

An '  if no t ,  yo ' kin say , "Ah want chew tuh come back home tuh .all boaae, vbere 
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yo ' left out o f ,  as fas t as dese ants is  runnin ' on de ground . Ah mean yo ' no t 
tuh walk back .  Ah mean fa ' yo ' tuh run back . " Yo ' let dem an ts out . Let dem 
ants out dere in de yards , an ' firs t thing yo ' know , dem ants g a in '  tear right 
off [ run away as fas t as pos s ible ] .  Yo ' kin watch ' em,  see ' em,  tear right outen 
de house , leavin ' dat way , gain ' . Dey ain ' t gain ' undah de house . Dey gain ' 
from de house , every time . 

Well ,  den yo ' turn loose dem ants an ' do dat way lak dat , an ' in ab out six ,  
seven o r  eight days , natchly [naturally ] see , somepin gi t wrong in d e  hous e an ' 
she gi t dis satis fied , she gather up her clo thes an ' come back home . 

An ' if no t - now if  yo ' mean fa ' him tuh go , he ' ll slip o f f  de hous e an ' he ' ll 
go tuh his home . He ' s  gone . An ' de do gwood tree wit dem nine kno ts an ' de 
s trings , dat ' s is down on him .  Dat dogwood tree dat yo ' go out dere , an ' dem 
nine kno ts in dat white  s tring dat chew wrap round dere tigh t  an ' tie it round 
dat dogwood , dat dogwood is fa ' him ,  dat ' s down on him .  Yo ' ain ' t go tta  do dat 
fa ' her , if yo ' daugh ter come back . Yo ' go ahead an ' talk tuh ' em [ ants ] wheu 
yo ' gi t dem ants bed , turn ' em loose in de house an ' say ,  "Ah want chew come back 
home fas t dese ants is runnin ' way from dis house . "  

( In other words , you are sending the man away and bringing your daugh ter back? ) 
Yo ' send de man away , unders tand , an ' let her s tay dere i f  yo ' wanta . Yo ' 

make him leave her . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 2 5 9 8 : 1 . ] 
10 6 5 5 . Mah paw [ father ] said you could go to a hot [ busy ] red ant s '  bed an ' 

get dem red antses an ' bake i t  in some bread an ' give it to a houn ' dwag an ' 

HOUND DOG FED RED-ANT-BREAD TREE S  ' PO S SUMS 
make ' im tree ' pos sum .  
[ This i s  general folklore , no t hoo
doo , but it was too good to omi t ! 

Bes ides mayb e the hound was hoodooed ! For ano ther rite to make dog hunt bet ter 
by  feeding him ants , see the following rite , No . l0656 . ] 

(Your father told you that . )  [ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 2) , 1 6 54 : 6 . ] 
106 5 6 . Yo ' take dat an ' pound it up an ' put it in his ratche t [ rations ] .  

Take dat big ants , ke tch three o f  ' em ,  an ' pound it up an ' give him [hunting dog ] 

3 HORSE ANTS - RED OR BLACK - IN DOG ' S FOOD 
3 TIMES DAILY - MAKE S HIM A BETTER HUNTER 

a lit tle b i t  every three time a day 
to each meal , an ' he ' ll hunt an ' 
search every place j es '  lak dat 
ants will do . Go in every lit tle 

hole an' corner . He don ' t s tay long at one place . 
CWhat kind of ants do they us e? Did you say ? )  
Dey call ' em d e  horse ants , great big ole horse ants . Dey ' s red an ' black .  

[A larse red ant or a large black ant is  called a horse ant . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1361) . 2401 : 1 . ] 

10657 . Ah tell yo ' ' b out 
an' want him tuh be bad , yo ' 

a red ant ' s  bed . If  yo ' got a dog in yore yard 
kin put nine red ants '  in some bread an ' give ' im.  

9 RED ARTS FED TO WATCHDOG MAKE S HIM VICIOUS 
Yo ' couldn ' t even come in dat 
yard where he wus . Dat dog would 
tear yo ' up . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 1 2 08) , 206 2 : 4 . ] 

9 Alit'S IR HIS LIQUOR FOR HIS LOVE AND MONEY 10658 . Go to a b ig ants bed an ' 
git nine antses an ' put ' em in 

so.e likker. an' let ' em ' s olve [ diss olve ] in dat likker , an ' give it to a man 
an '  he' ll s tay vid �hew an '  give yo ' all his money . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  

3 BIG RED Alit'S Ill BO'rl'LE BURY AT STEP S 
TO BREAlt. UP FAMILY Vll'HIN AND MOVE IT 

( 1443) , 2 614 : 6 . ] 
10659 . Yo ' ke tch one dese big ones -
big red ones - an ' yo ' take three o f  
' em an ' p u t  it [ them] i n  a bot tle , dese 
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red ant ses . Yo ' put ' em in a bottle , three , an ' b uries it tuh de s tep s . Dat ' s  
tuh b roke up de house an ' family an ' make dem move out . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1262) , 
2144 : 8 . ] 

10660 . Jes ' lak ah wants tuh rent d i s  home , yo ' see , an ' yo ' wants tuh rent 
it . Well , yo ' got de mos t  money . Well , ah haven ' t  got very much money . Wel l , 

9 ANTS INTO HOUSE TO KEEP PERSON FROM RENTING IT 
yo ' go tuh a ant bed an ' git 
about nine of  dose ant s , an ' 
yo ' slip i t  in dis empty 

b uildin ' , see , unbeknows t tuh me . An ' den yo ' ll rent it an ' ah won ' t .  
(You mean you ' ll get the house and I won ' t get it?  O r  what ? )  
[My que s tion shows h e  has the cart before the horse ! ]  
Dat ' s  right . Ah ' ll rent de house an ' yo ' won ' t .  But chew got chure money , 

but ah haven ' t  got i t  [my money ] . [My informant puts ants into  the house , I see 
them and do not rent the b uilding , unless I cons ider ants in the house lucky . I 
keep my money , he spends his on rent . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 556) , 2821 : 2 . ]  

9 MORNINGS URINATE OR POUR YOUR URINE INTO 
BIG RED ANT NEST FOR BLADDER TROUBLE 

10661 . Anyone dat have a weak b lad
der dataway or bad kidneys lak dat , 
use dere chamber lye t o  de ant nes t  
fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' it  would s t op .  

Dat b i g  red ant nes t .  [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 2462 : 10 . ] 
1066 2 . Anvi L dus t mixed with quicksi Lver [ of ten tinfoil , s ometimes the scrap-

ings from back of mirror , rarely real quicks ilver ] worn in pocket for gamb ling 

f..NVIL DUST - QUICKSIL VER - FOR GAMBL ING LUCK 

APOSTLES 12 NAMES AND PSALM 70 WRITE 
EVERY CHANGE OF MOON - WEAR TO P ROTECT 

luck . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 969) , 
1 5 68 : 17 . ] 
1066 3 . Write names o f  12  Ap os t
les , p in them on you , and also 
write P s alm 7 0 . Write them every 
t ime the moon change s . T ake off 

the old one and put on the new ones for prote c tion . [ S ince the moon is new , the 
charm must b e  renewed . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 1546 : 10 . ] 

BARREL OF GUN RUBBED WITH CRAB APPLE 
DOES NOT SHOOT STRAIGHT 

10664 . I heard a old person say one time 
you take a c rab apple and rub the tube or 
the barrel o f  anyone ' s  gun , it  will not 
shoot direc tly as it has been [=  it will 

not shoot s t raight ] .  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 44) , by Ediphone . ]  
1066 5 .  Git chew a apple , one dese b ig delic ious apple . Hull i t  out . Aftah 

hullin ' dis apple out , git s ome oil of  clover , oil o f  verbena , Florida Watah 

APPLE CORED : INSERT OIL OF CLOVER - OIL OF VERBENA 
FLORIDA WATER - HONEY - MAN ' S  NAME ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
PLANT IN FLOWER POT WITH GROWING FLOWER - AS THAT 
FLOWER GROWS THE AB SENT HUSBAND OR MAN RETURNS 

[ trade name ] , put tin ' it 
down on dat dere app le 
wit s ome honey an ' his 
name on de parchment 
papah , an ' put dat in a 
flower pot - one dose 

flower pot whut chew s ee on de p o ' ch . An ' plantin ' de flower in dat , an ' set
tin ' de flower in dat apple , an ' as hit  grows , yo ' ll [husband or man ] fin ' lly 
come back home . [New Orleans , La. , ( 1560) , 285 2 : 8 . ] 

10666 . Yo ' done used de cof fee whut ' s  in it [ can ] , chew know , er [or]  dump 
dat cof fee out an ' git chew a large apple . Hull i t  out , hull de core out of it , 

APPLE CORED : INSERT CINNAMON - HONEY - NAME ON 
PARCHMENT PAPER - LID ON CAN - PERSON FOLLOWS YOU 

yo ' unders tand an '  den yo'  
git chew s ome honey • some 
cinnamon , an' par�nt paper 
an ' write chure ua.e on dat . 

Vrite whosomevah name on i t  yo ' wants t uh send de app le  tuh . Take dat box [ can ] 
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an ' close dat , er [ o r ]  pore dat honey right down in dat hole where dat parchment 
paper i s , yo ' unders tand , an ' cover dat b ox [ can ] up an ' put it down in a trunk 
o r  somewhere safe yo ' know , so ' s  [ s o  as ] ah can ' t find it . An '  yo ' kin carry me 
all ovah de country wi th dat thing . Ah ' ll follow yo ' anywher e in de world yo ' 
go . Ah don ' t ca ' where yo ' goes , ah ' ll follow yo ' , yo ' unders tand . 

(You cut thi s hole in this apple , and then you write my name on this parchmen� 
and you put that parchment in the hole in the apple? ) 

Yessuh .  
(Then you pour the honey down in there? ) 

Yes , den yo ' pore de cinnamon down in dere , an ' den yo ' pore de honey down . 
(Do you s top i t  up in any way? ) 
No , sir . Den yo ' take de top o f  de can an ' yo ' know • • • [ demons trates ] .  
(You put the apple in the tin can and then you put the top on the t in can . 

That is all you do to it ? )  
Den you put i t  in a trunk o r  drawer , somewhere yo ' know in yore room, yo ' 

unders tand , an ' man , ah ' ll fellah yo ' anywheres yo ' go . Ah can ' t git away from 
yo ' no way in de world . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 88 0 : 9 . ] 

1066 7 .  Wel l , for ins tance , there is two parties together , like you would 
have a daughter and her husb and and the husb and and her didn ' t look l ike they 

IF WOMAN AND MAN NOT GETTING ALONG WELL - WRITE 
HER NAME ON PARCHMENT PAPER AND HI S NAME UNDER 
CORE APPLE - PUT IN HOLE SUGAR OR SYRUP OR HONEY 
STICK IN NAMES - PLANT APPLE AND FERN IN FLOWER 
POT - POUR ON HOLY WATER - PLANT AND LOVE GROWS 

were ge tting along well , and 
you want them to b e  together . 
You get a deli cious apple and 
you will s ign his name at the 
b o t tom and her name on top on 
parchment paper . [Core the 
apple . ]  You fill that apple 

full of granulated sugar . You fill that apple full o f  syrup or honey . The 
sweeter it i s  the better i t  is . You get you some holy water , you put that fern 
down in that apple after you hull i t  out . You see , hull the delicious apple out . 
You put that fern down in there . And then after that you pour the holy water on 
top that water in that f lower po t .  Now , as that fern grow , their love grow . 

Well , that fern , that put them toge ther after s igning their name t o  it , you 
see . 

Take a delicious apple , hull i t  out wel l , take the fern and put down in there , 
in the hollow apple . Af ter put ting it in the hollow apple , then you git  you 
granulated sugar , pour it  down in there , then you put your syrup , here come de 
holy water , then the dirt b ack on the fern , you see . You see no apple at all , 
i t  i s  at the bottom . Well , if  the fern grow , their love grow ; they get along 
like two b irds in one nes t . 

(They put the hollowed- out apple in the flower pot , and the names on , they 
put that there too . That brings this man and woman together . )  [New Orleans , 

CORE APPLE - INTO PUT HONEY - SUGAR - NAME 
OF PERSON WANTED - ADD HOLY WATER FROM CATHOLIC 
CHURCH - PLANT SMALL FERN IN CORE-HOLE - LAY 
P REPARED APPLE IN EMP TY FLOWER POT - FILL APPLE 
AND POT WITH SOIL - LOVE WILL GROW WITH FERN 

La . , ( 8 1 6 ) , 115 7 : 7 . ] 
10 668 . (How do you us e an 
apple or orange ? )  
An apple is to create love . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Taking an apple , a delicious 
apple , hulling it out ; taking 

any kind o f  fern and put t ing down into the b o t tom of that apple . 
(The plant , the fern - f -e-r-n? ) 
Absolut ely , putt ing it  down in the apple and getting some honey - making it 

as swee t as pos s ible - granulated sugar , holy water from the Catholi c  Church , 
pouring down in that , pres s ing the flowerpot up wi th mud , putt ing the individual 
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name there that you want into that apple and as the fern grow , as the love grow . 
( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 87 9 ) , 1449 : 5 . ] 
10669 . To hold man , cut a p iece o f  the shirt from under his arm. "Or cut i t  

under h i s  a rm  w ' are [where ] h i s  s trength lays . A man s trength lays into his arm , 

ARMPIT - STRENGTH COMES FROM 
under his arm. That ' s  w ' are all his , your odor 
come from , from de s trength from his arm . " [ In 
this s ame item as an illus tration o f  the ab ove : 

a b ull put 
s trong for 

106 7 0 .  

near a c u t  s teer will kill the latter b e cause the hull ' s  o d o r  is too 
the s teer . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 8 5 , part b lack , part Indian) , 330 : 2 . ] 
Git de b one from a dead p erson an ' i t ' s  lucky to yuh ,  ' cardin ' tuh 

whut kinda luck yo ' want . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wanta , yo ' go tta gi t a di f f ' ren ' kind 

ARTICLE BONE FROM DEAD PERSON I S  LUCKY 
OBSOLETE WORD ARTICLE = JOINT OF THE BODY 

o f  b one , a certain p art o f  b one from 
a pers on . Yo ' kin use a person ' s 
teeth from de [ dead ] b o dy fo ' luck , 
but i t ' s  go tta  be  ground . Co ' se [ o f  

cours e ]  doctors will grind ' em [b ones f rom the dead ] fo ' yo ' b ut yo ' know dey 
kinda s cared on ' counta de laws ab out dat , b ut chew kin git a b one from de wris t .  
Dat ' s  whut dey call a article bone [article  is ob s olete word for a "j oint  o f  the 
b ody" ] .  Dey kin use dat an ' wrap it up in flannel , but yo ' go tta use all dese 
di ff ' ren ' things . Wrap it up in flannel an ' carry it around in yore pocket . Yo ' 
don ' use anything on dat [wris tbone ] fo ' luck . An '  den yo ' kin git  a b one from 
de laig . Dat ' s de smaller b one , de front b one . Yo ' kin git a smaller b one f rom 
a person ' s laig an ' use it an ' i t ' s  fo ' b ad luck fo ' yo ' enemies things . [ This 
should have b een placed under BONES FROM THE DEAD pp . 3407-3419 , v . 3 . ] [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1 5 18) , 269 7 : 1 . ] 

106 7 1 .  Put  red peppah in 
put red peppah in dere shoes 

dere shoes ; i t ' s  go tta  be pod p eppah .  I f  yo ' can ' t 
[ shoes guarded too well ] , yo ' kin git chew some o f  

ASAFETIDA AND BORACIC WATER IN ENEMY ' S  PATH 
OR RED PEPPER POD IN HIS SHOES - LOSE JOB 

dis asafitidy [ asafetida ] . Dat ' s  
plain as afitidy an ' dis heah b o r
acic watah , an ' use i t  an ' sprinkle 
it aroun '  anywhere dat dey have tuh 

cros s ,  anywhere in dere p ath . Yo ' kin use dat to make ' em lose o ut [ lo s e  a j ob 
or have b ad luck ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1518) , 2696 : 2 . ] 

ASAFETIDA - 2 GOLDEYED NEEDLES 
CROSSED IN - GAMBLING 

ASAFETIDA - SULPHUR - IN 4 
CORNERS OF ROOM - TO MOVE 

ASAFETIDA - IN RED FLANNEL 
�ED URINE - GAMBLING 

AXE TURNS CYCLONE 

AXE AT CROSSROAD OVER 
SHOULDER TO CHANGE LUCK 

10672 . As f i tadee in b ag ;  s ti ck two goldeyed 
needles in cros sways for luck in gamb l ing . 
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 00 or  701) , 9 5 2 : 14 . ] 
10673 . Take s ome cayenne pepper and asafeda
t ee and s ulphur , and as soon as you get a chance , 
put it in each four corners o f  the room , and 
they ' ll have to move o ut . Can ' t s tay there .  
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 50) , 391 : 2 . ] 
106 7 4 .  Asafetida in red flannel [bag ,  o r  har� 
o r  mojo ] .  Urinate on that [ from time t o  t ime 
t o  feed i t , give i t  p ower ] . Keep it . Lucky 
in gamb l ing . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 961) , 1550 : 4 . ] 
106 7 5 . Why yo ' take de axe an ' de cyclone c� 
in ' , an ' yo ' s ti ck it in de groun ' an ' dat ' ll 
turn it . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 9 ) , 2 733 :8. ] 
1067 6 .  Ah hear ' d  dey take a axe an '  carry it 
down tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an '  throw it back 
ovah yuh haid , ovah yuh shou1dah , an' don' t 
nevah even look b ack at i t . Clata den dat ' ll 

change yuh luck. [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 106 0) , 1719 : 15 . ] 
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106 7 7 . And if she can have the baby , they ' ll fix her so she ' ll tie . Well , 
she ' ll go wi th her husb and - make her go wi th her husb and like that - and make 

BABY HOODOOED BEFORE BIRTH 
DOCTOR CUTS IT UP TO SAVE MOTHER 

it cross . Al l they do is they put s omepin 
on her husb and and it get on her . She ' d  have 
to carry that baby overt ime . She carry that 
baby overtime and that baby ' ll get all up in 

a knot and get all doubled up ; it can ' t come . If  it will s tart to come , i t  comes 
foot foremo s t  - the but t  will come out firs t .  Well , she crossed. You see , the 
but t  shove out firs t .  Well , she ' s done crossed and the doctor have to take his 
tools and cut the baby up to save her ; to get it out , you see . [ This woman , 
whose baby was cut from her , was fixed by another woman who put s omething on the 
baby ' s  father to carry home to cross his wife , so that the baby would be tied ! ] 

[New Orleans , L a . , ( 8 2 6 a) , 1212 : 5 . ] 
BACK : A PERSON ' S 

MAN TIES 9 KNOT S IN STRING 
TIES TO BACK OF WOMAN ' S CLOTHE S 

106 7 8 .  Yo ' got a girl friend an ' yo ' like her . 
Yo ' tie nine kno ts in a s tring an ' pin it in 
her back [ on her clo thes in back ] while yo ' 
levin ' her . Pin it in de back .  Tie nine kno ts 
in it an ' pin it in her back while yo ' levin ' 

WHILE HE I S  LOVING HER 

her , be huggin ' an ' kis sin ' her . 
(What will that do ? )  
That will make her love yo ' . 
(You yoursel f take the s tring ? )  
Yes sir , tie nine knots i n  it an ' pin it i n  d e  back like yo ' got chure arm 

around her . 
(You have to  pin it on her back clo thing , and that ' s  to make her love you . 

How do you mean make her love you? ) 
Well , that makes happ iness wit yo ' an ' her . [ For woman to tie a silver dol-

lar into a man ' s shi rttail while he is loving her , compare , p.  . ,  v • •  ] 
[Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1075) , 1 7 41 : 6 . ] 

106 79 . Well , ah take dat [ foo t ]  track now , and ah put it in de b o t tle , see . 
Ah taken a ' leven bi rdsho t .  

(Number 11 ? )  
' Leven bi rdshot , dat [ i s ]  l i t tle sho t .  
(Eleven o f  them . ) 

Dat ' s  to we ight ' em down . Ah come here tomorrow and b ring you my b o t tle , ah 
show you.  Ah put eleven in dere an ' ah takes , gets s ome needles . [Ah ]  take , 

BACK : TO BRING A PERSON 
AH KIN SHOOT A MAN AWAY AND 

AH KIN BRING HIM BACK 
AH GIVE YOU TRA VELING YEARS 

[ ah ]  put in , see . Dat [ i s ]  two par ts o f  one • • •  
lis ten now , ah takes a piece o f  wheat s traw .  Ah 
put two needles in one s traw an ' ah name dat him .  
(You put a needle in the wheat straw? )  
Naw ,  sir . Ah put dem two s traws i n  dat needle dis 
way [ demons trates ] .  
(You put the needles into the s traws . )  
Yes . Firs t , ah want to put two s traws together . 

Ah put one edge together , see , j us t  like dat [ demons trates ] .  Then ah write his 
name three t ime s . Ah write it down on dat s traw [ ! ]  three times , see now . Write  
i t  down on d a t  s traw and ah say , "Lis ten , now • • • " Ah don ' t put no curse on  ' em .  
Say ,  " Ah  kin g ive you fourteen years o r  twenty-one years . See , j us t  what your 
time , ah give you trave ling years . " When dat twenty-one years , after dat twen ty
one years , you coming back .  And [ I ]  name de day he coming back .  See . And ah 
put dat name dere . Dat sho t holds ' em down in dat b o t tle wi th de cork shut tight. 
Ah take s  s ome p a s te and ah j us t  pas te on dat s topper . An ' dis man , well he ' s  a 
gone boy . He ' s  gone away from here . If he don ' t move ins ide of nine days , den 
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ah ' ll take an ' look to his house . If  he ' s  dere , ah ' ll take my gun along with 
nine buckshot an ' ah shoot him loose . Ah ' ll b reak dat glas s [bottle ] .  Den when 
ah b reak dat glass , he go anyhow . 

See , dere ' s  certain things we use on a man some time ; but [ if ]  you can ' t do 
much with him ,  you can ' t move him ,  you • • •  

(What sort o f  gun do you tr,ick him with ? Jus t an ordinary gun ? )  
Yes , ordinary gun , b u t  ah wanta show you how ah load it . You see , when ah 

come back here , ah b ring you 3-4 [ 3  or 4 ]  things - show you all ah do . Get all 
and bring more too . Ah kin shoot a man away and ah kin b ring him back. 

Ah kin bring a man back , now . Ah takes three peppers . You see , when you 
want to b ring a man back , you take one b o x  of r e d  pepper and bring • • •  folks back. • • 
don ' t care how long dey gone . Well , if you take a little glass [mirror or glass 
tumbler ? ] and you see how dat man ' s track in dere and he b een gone for so many 
years , you kin b reak dat glas s and he ' ll come . Get de idea ? Take dat paper 
and write de name nine times [ on the paper ] and you put nine p ieces o f  dat pep
per in dere [ the paper ] ' fore sunrise , and you roll dat [ paper ] to you , and you 
tie it [ rolled paper ] tight , an ' ' f ore sunrise you burn it up . Ah guarantee 
he ' ll come right dere . [Norfolk , Va . , ( ? ) , 4 51 : 2 . ] 

BACKWARDS :  WALK AWAY FROM COUNTERACT ANT 

an '  walk backwards . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
1068 1 .  Dey say when yo ' go tub put 

go backwards three s tep s or nine s tep s 

BACKWARD S :  WALK 3 OR 9 STEP S AND WI SH 
AFI'ER PUTTING DOWN SOMETHING 

FOR VICTIM TO WALK OVER 

[Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 2193 : 6 . ] 

10� 80 . Well , j es '  
poison yo ' an ' yo ' 
[ to counteract it ] 

( 1340) , 2317 : 4 . ] 

lak i f  someb ody 
puttin ' s tuff down 
yo ' j es '  put it down 

down somp in to a person ' s house , yo ' kin 
an ' j es '  put it down an ' make yore wish 

an ' walk away from it an ' don ' t look 
back until yo ' git to where yo ' live . 
(That is  i f  you are put t ing down some
thing for a person to walk over? ) 
Yeah an ' harm ' em.  Dat evil work . 

10682 . If  yo ' git up in de mawnin ' befo ' 
vards f o ' nine s t ep s  an ' make a wish to that 

sunrise an ' walk out chure do ' back
effect  fo ' whut chew want done , it 

will come t rue . Come in de 
house an ' nevah look back .  BACKWARDS : WALK OUT DOOR 9 STEP S BEFORE SUNRI SE 

MAKE A WISH - WALK FORWARDS BACK INTO HOUSE 
NEVER LOOKING BACK - DO THI S 9 MORNINGS 

Jes ' come right  st raight far
wards back in de house an ' 
nevah look back fo ' nine mawn

in' s .  Yo ' gotta do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 2409 : 10 . ] 
10683 .  They j us t  shake their f inger a '  chah and you ' ll have bad luck as  

long as you live , if you act impudent to  an  old person . They call that put ting 

EAD !-!OUTH : A TYPE OF CURSE 
a bad mouth on you . [ For other bad mouth express
ions , see margin title BAD MOUTH , pp . 255-257 , v. l . ] 
[ Snow Hill , Md . , (85 , informant from near Ricb.oud . 

Ya • •  where express ion common) , 1 : 5 . ] 
10684 . I f  a person wishes you bad luck it ' s  a very destructive thing . [ Fred

ericksburg , Va . , (44) , by Ediphone . ]  
10685 . What do you do with the banana peeling ? )  
A banana peeling i s  some thing you burn , that ' s  something t o  burn .  Yoa can 

� a banana peeling and burn i t , and take it after i t ' s  powdered . aDd yoa can 

'"AliA PEEL ING POWDER INWARDLY CAUSES SYMP TOMS 
BIDICAL DOCTORS CALL HEART TROUBLE - ONLY HOODOO 

make a per son heart - the 
doc tor [ an  K. D .  ] 'be -.ring 
that a person got heart trou
b le - by feed:iJa& •e. or giv-
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ing them that banana peeling [powder ] in water to drink . And they be s i ck ,  and 
don ' t need no thing else b ut that b anana peeling , and the doctor b e  swearing that 
person ' s got ordinary heart trouble . And when you stop giving it to ' em,  s top 
feeding it to ' em ,  there won ' t be no mo re trouble . [Presumab ly thi s is believed 
to be a devi ce by whi ch a hoodoo doctor gives a person heart troub l e  and then 
cures him. ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 28) , 12 19 : 4 . ] 

BANANA OIL - DICE SOAKED IN 
10686 . Person running a gambling house soaks dice 
in b anana oil to make cus tomers los e .  [Presumab ly 
this belief is b ased up on the b elief or fact ab out 

a banana peeling being s lippery . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 5) , 1559 : 7 . ] 
1068 7 .  [There are two types o f  b aths in HOODOO : the ordinary b ath to clean 

yours el f ,  the real bath water , and the ceremonial bath for numerous purp oses 
such as gamb l ing luck (see PARSLEY in thi s section) , for heal th ,  love , etc . ] 

BATH WATER OF VICTIM BOTTLED - IN SUN - ITCH AND BURN 
Stop up bath water in a 
b ottle , set i t  in sun 
until hot and foamy , add 

salt and pepper ; you ' 11 b egin to itch and burn , "you have come under thei r curse ." 

BOTTLED BATH WATER - BURIED - CAUSES WASTING DISEASE 
[Washington , D . C . , 82 2 : 6 . ] 
10688 . Af ter you have 
taken a b ath , they can get 

some of that water and s top it up in a bot tle , and of course they can bury that , 
and that wi ll cause your b ody to dry up and was te away - something like you have 
a was ting disease . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 55) , 134 7 : 6 . ] 

10689 . They skim de b ath water an ' they cooks that in wi th de  husb and ' s  food 
an ' that ' ll make him have a weak s tomach . He wi ll always feel s i ck an ' he won ' t 

MAN ' S  BATH WATER COOKED IN HI S FOOD - MAKE S SI CKLY 
TIES UP HIS NATURE - STOP S HIS RUNNING AROUND 

A REVERSAL RITE : DIRT ON OUT SIDE PUT ON THE INSIDE 

want to go anywhere an ' per
hap s - de woman do that to 
keep him at home , to keep 
him from running around . 
I t  ties up his naahure [ na

ture ] . He don ' t have any feeling towards her at all , no mo re than a - b e  a slave 
in de home for her , whi le she ' ll b e  out running around wi th di f ferent other guys . 
That puts her t o  be free amongs t men an ' him a slave at home . Us e de bath water . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 8 0 9 ) , 113 5 : 6 . ] 

106 9 0 . [Here is one o f  the great meas uring 
helical . Though in formant explains everything 

rites in HOODOO , simple and s� 
in the fi rst  paragraph , there is  

CUT NEW STICK FROM BAY TREE - MAKE 3 FEET LONG 
LAY IT FLAT ON GROUND - ONE END TOUCHING VI CTIM ' S 
DOORSTEP - OTHER END POINTING OUTWARD - STEP AND 
STICK FORM LETTER " T" OR TAU CROS S - A CROSS IS  
PUT ON VICTIM IMMEDIATELY - HOLDING OUTER END OF 
STICK TO GROUND - LIFT UP END AT STEP - CIRCLE 
IT FORWARDS AND LAY IT ON THE GROUND - YOU ARE 
NOW OUT 6 FEET FROM STEP - CIRCLE IT TWICE MORE 
YOU HAVE MADE THRBE TURNS = 12 FEET FROM STEP S 
EACH "TURN'' = SEMICIRCLE = SUNRISE TO SUNSET 
MEASUREMENT ENDED - IMMEDIATELY DRIVE STICK INTO 
RUNNING WATER - ALL MUST BE DONE BEFORE SUNRI SE 

more here than meets the eye 
at a qui ck glance . ]  
I heard one dat yo ' cud git  
a bay s t i ck - lak yo ' wan ted 
to run someb ody away from a 
place - git a bay s ti ck ,  an ' 
go to dey hous e early in de 
morning ' fore de sun ri se . 
Use it dere . Measure o f f  
space . An '  measure o f f  three 
turns from i t . [Meas ure four 
s t i ck lengths away from the 
door - s ee Zater . ] Go to de 
running s tream of watah an ' 

drive i t  in dat runnin ' s tream o f  watah . An '  long as dat watah runs he runs . 
(You get a s tick from a fig [bay ] tree . How long did you s ay it was ? ) [ I f  

the length had b een given , i t  was b e fore reco rding b egan .  Now I wan t informant 
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t o  repeat . ]  
Have to b e  three feet long . 
(I didn ' t unders tand what you meant by meas uring . [Here i s  another excus e 

for more detai ls . ]  Tell me what you meant by measuring . )  
Take a s ti ck from de tree as though dis match [ here ] is  [ the s ti ck ]  heah an ' 

yo ' measure i t  [ measure match to s ee that i t  is 3 feet long ] . Measure i t  lak 
dat . [ Info rmant begins to meas ure . ]  Den turn i t  over lak dat , an ' den turn i t  
ovah lak dat , three times , an ' tell him t o  go , an ' he ' ll leave , an ' yo ' g o  drive 
it [ s ti ck ]  in de water , an ' ' fore sunrise he ' ll be gone . 

(You meas ure three feet f rom the doors tep? ) 
No , yo ' s ti ck de s ti ck ri ght up to de do ' s tep an ' turn i t  ovah , an ' as yo ' 

turn it ovah yo ' be tellin ' him to go all de time . An '  aftah yo ' do dat , well 
run down to de s tream of water an ' j es '  as fas t as yo ' go to dat s tream of water , 
where i t ' s  runnin '  all de time , well dat ' s  j es '  as fas t as he goin ' leave town .  

(As i f  you were measuring a p i ece of cloth or s omething , you keep turning 
the rule [ s tick ] over , three times . You turn this s ti ck over three times right 
from the doors tep away from his hous e . ) 

Runs him away . 
(You have to go out and cut this s tick . ) 

anywhere , i t  i s  new wood , freshly cut . ] 
( This i s  not a s ti ck you pick up 

Ga tta go out an ' cut i t , cut it exac t ly three feet . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 10 2 7 ) , 16 71 : 15 . ] 

1069 1 .  Dey don ' need tuh go from dey home • • • •  Yo ' see , lak mah chi l ' ren , ah 
kin s tay home an ' do dat . Ah ' ll s tay home an ' fix dat tongue an ' fix it dere , 
lak co ' t  coming out tuhmo rrow , yo ' see . Ah ' m  goin ' fix dat tuhmo rrow mawnin ' .  
[For thes e b eef tongue ri tes in court cases , see Nos . 89 56- 89 85 , pp . 3635- 3 6 5 0 , 

BEANS - RED - BUY FRE SH - READY FOR COURT TRIAL 
COME HOME - UP SET EVERYTHING IN HOUSE - THE HOUR 
COURT STARTS - KI CK OVE R THE PACKAGE OF RED BEANS 

v .  4 . ] 
(What ab out thes e red beans 
now? ) 
Now , ah ' m  home an ' ah take 
dem red b eans . Go home wi t 

a pack o f  red beans , turn ever ' thing ups ide down ; tab le an ' ever ' thing in de 
hous e go t ta be turned ups ide down . Dat ' s  in order fo ' dem tuh be all upsetted 
an '  dey cain ' t  explain deyself in co ' t . Turn de  table an ' all ups i de down . 
[ For turning every thing in hous e ups ide down , see Nos . 9 162 , 9169 , p . 3 7 09 & 3 7 10 , 
v . 4 ,  and many places . ]  

Now , de co ' t ' ll come o f f  at nine a- clock . Dey s aid nine . Now , j is ' ab ou t  de 
t ime yo ' think de co ' t ' s  comin ' o f f , all right dat ' s  when yo ' go tuh wo rk an ' 
kick dat pack of  beans ovah . Yo ' see . Dat ' ll des t roy ever ' thing . Ever ' thing 
in co ' t . [Has this anything to do with the expres s ion spi lling the beans ? ]  

BEE S - SWARM OF - TO CAP TURE - BEAT TIN PAN S 
KEEP BED SHEET OVER HEAD TO PREVENT STINGS 

yo ' go an ' gi t chew two tinpans an ' beat ' em .  

[Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3025 : 1 . ] 
106 9 2 .  Dey us e t inpan ' s an ' 
things for a swarm of bees . Yo ' 

s ee a swarm of b ees in de air , 

[ Uninteres ted b ecaus e this was ordinary folklore , I turned o f f  machine , but 
vhen I heard the word sheet I res tarted and explain what I had mis s ed . ] 

(You put a sheet over your head while you are beating thos e tinpans?)  
Jes ' when dey up in de  ai r ,  j es '  beat  an ' all  o f  ' em come on  yo ' , if yo' vant 

a [hive ]  of b ees . Jes ' beat ' em wit dat tinpan an ' thing an ' dey all v1ll eo.e 
oa yo ' .  An ' take an ' make yo ' s ome gumb o [ a  s oup or s tew thi ckened vith okra 
pods ] right where yo ' put ' em down at , an ' dey ' ll s tay dere an '  .ake ,o ' a hive 
an '  yo ' got chew a huve of  bees . [That word huve was a have or huve - fraa 
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hover? ] 
(What do you put that s heet over your head for ? ) 
Tuh keep ' em from s t ingin ' yo ' .  [This was new t o  me . Was that the original 

purp os e ? ] [Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 1455) , 2 6 46 : 5 . ] 
10 69 3 .  And what will she have t o  d o  [ to b ring the man b ack? ] .  All right . 

She ' ll have to get her some b enzo in . Benedict . You know , they call that b en
zoin ; some pers ons call it b enedict . See? I t ' s  a little weed . I t  grows some
thing l ike corn you unders tand . Call i t  b enedict . 

BENZOIN AND POP CORN - TO BRING BACK MAN - GRIND 
FINE - SHE PUTS IN HER MATTRESS WHERE HE HAS BEEN 
SLEEPING - WILL SLEEP WHEN HE RETURNS - LET A DOG 
SLEEP ON IT - IF NECESSARY TIE DOG THERE - DOG 
WARMS THIS MIXTURE - MAKING IT SWELL - AND WITHIN 
9 DAYS MAN WILL LEAVE OTHER WOMAN - RE TURN HOME 

[Here I turn o f f  machine un
t i l  info rmant s ays something 
ab out the French , whi ch 
s tarts machine again . ] 
(The French all it what ? )  

Benzo in . 
(You mean the French [ speak
ing people]  here in New Or
leans call it b enzoin? ) 
But i t ' s  b enedict . [ For the 

identi ty o f  this plant , see my comment at end of rite . ] You take that b enedict 
and pop corn - see , this small pop corn - and grind that up f ine , f ine , and make 
a powder out o f  i t . You unders tand . And she make a powder out o f  that . Take 
and put i t  in her mattres s , right where he go ing to s leep ; where he have been 
sleep ing at [before he lef t ] . You unders tand what I mean . And j us t  leaves i t  
there , you s ee . And g e t  her a dog , any kind o f  dog , see . And let him [ do g ]  lay 
on that . Tie him on there i f  he won ' t s tay there . Tie him on there nine days 
and he [man ] will come b ack again . 

(Well , what has that dog go t to do  with i t ? )  
That d o g  puts a heat t o  i t  somehow o r  o ther . I don ' t know , that what they 

[person who s old this sub s tance to him] told me . The dog puts a heat to i t , you 
unders tand . 

(And what happens t o  i t  then , when i t ' s  heated ? )  
When i t ' s  heated , i t  foams , see . I t  makes a foam , swell .  See , that b ed i s  

there and that corn , whats omever , i t  swells up . 
(And what will it  do i f  it  swells ? )  
After i t  swells , h e  [man ] coming b ack there . O h  yeah , he coming . He go ing 

to leave this o ther woman . That b reaks them up . 
[ Informant s ays : They aa ll  that benzoin; some person aa ll  it  benediat . • .  a li t

t le weed. It grows some thing li ke aorn [ [ surely maize = Zea Mays ] ] .  Benedict  
must be a popular or a trade name . Benzo in means one o f  two things : ( 1) I t  is 
o r  was a b alsamic res in from Styrax benzoin and o ther species o f  Styrax in Jaca , 
Sumatra , Siam ,  etc . I t  is used as a s timulant ; incens e ,  perfume , etc . ( 2) Ben
zoin is als o the name o f  a small genus o f  aromatic shrub s o f  the laurel family 
[Lauracese ] having two No rth Ameri can species with popular names : ( a) spicebush 
or spicewood and (b ) b enjamin bus h .  Informant ' s  b enzo in or b enedi c t  was prob ab ly 
anything his hoodoo drug s tore or mail- order hous e sold him. ] [New Orleans , La . , 

BERGAMOT - WINTERGREEN - RUB HAND - SHOOT CRAPS 
(850) , 1316 : 4 . ] 
10694 . Oil  o f  evergreen 
[wintergreen? ] ,  oil o f  b erga

mine [bergamot ] ,  mix those two things , rub some of it in your han ' when your 
t ime tuh shoot chure craps . [L i t tle Ro ck , Ark . , (89 7 ) , 146 9 : 2 . ]  

BERGAMOT - WINTERGREEN - WHITE ROSE PERFUME 
3 INGREDIENTS - RUB ON HAND FOR GAMBLING 

1069 5 .  Oil of bergamine [ b ergamo t ]  
and some o i l  o f  wintergreen when 
yo ' go tuh gamb l in ' ,  j is '  rub some 
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of i t  on yore han ' an ' some White Rose Perfume . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 3) , 1 5 39 : 8 . ] 
10696 . Git oil of  Bergamine [bergamot ] an ' oil o f  cedar an ' oil o f  cloves an ' 

mix i t  all  together , an ' mop wit dat . Continually mop yore house in it an '  yo ' 
have luck that way . J is ' mop i t , mop yore whole house . [This i s  one of  many 

sarubs in HOODOO. ] 
BERGAMOT - CEDAR - CLOVES : 3 OILS - MIX - MOP (They do this for boo t legging . 

What does she do for luck to 
bring in customers ? )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 91 7 ) , 1485 : 10 . ] 

1069 7 .  Yo ' go to a fortuneteller or Hoodoo and pay them a certain amount of  
money to have what is known as good luck to follow your home whi le you are gone . 

UNUSUAL B IBLE RITE FROM FORTUNETELLER OR HOODOO 
GOOD LUCK TO FOLLOW YOUR HOME WHILE YOU ARE GONE 
BUY NEW BIBLE - DO NOT OPEN I T  - OPEN IN HOUSE 
FIND P S ALM 1 7 : HEAR A JUST CAUSE� 0 LORD� ATTEND 
'!'0 MY CRY - CLOSE - WALK OUT INTO CENTER OF GARDEN 
[HERE WE HAVE A QUINCUNX RITE - CENTER OF GARDEN 
BEING POINT 5 IN CENTER OF GARDEN 4 CORNER POINTS ] 
FACE EAST IN GARDEN - WALK 17 STEPS EAST - S TOP 
OPEN BIBLE - REREAD PSALM 1 7  - CLOSE BIBLE - RETURN 
IO HOUSE - AS IN ALL RITES - NO SPEAKING ALLOWED 

And i t  is s aid that she 
would tell  you for this 
amount [ o f  money given to 
her ]  to buy de B ib le and 
no t open i t . Open i t  in 
de house [ itsel f ]  and find 
de 17 division o f  Psalms , 
Psalms of  David , [ c lose 
B ib le ]  and walk in yore 
garden and git as near de 
center as possib le [here 
is a quincunx rite ! ] not 

yet opening B ib le . And turn yore face as near towards de east as possib le ,  and 
valk 1 7  s teps and s top , and read de 1 7  division o f  de P salms , and den c lose de 
book . And no harm will be fall yore home or nuthin wil l  happen to yore wi fe . 

(This i s  to sort of  to protect your family ; especially i f  a man is going away 
from home ? )  

Yes , that ' s  on leaving home . The s ame thing holds good , d e  wuman tole me , i f  
a .an ' s wi fe leaves him and h e  wants her t o  return . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 5 ) ,  892 : 1 . ] 

10698 . [ Unlike the preceding rite , a hoodoo one , this following example can 
be religious , though mechanical . These I often did no t collect or collected 

later discarded . ]  I f  it  
lEAD CERTAIN PSALMS - LORD ' S PRAYER - AGAINST HARM wus me an ah thought some-

body wus tryin ' tuh harm me , 
.h' d git de B ib le an ' ah ' d  read de 4th chapter of  P salms ; from de 4th chapter o f  
Psalms t o  de 1 7 th chapter of  P s alms . Ah ' d  read de 4th chap ter o f  Psalms espec
ially . Den ah ' d  read de 1 1th chapter of  Psalms and de 8th chapter of Psalms . 
AD' all de time ah readin ' dem P salms , why don ' t forgit de prayer - de Our 
Pather Prayer. [B runswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) ,  1986 : 5 . ]  

1069 9 .  Well , yo ' wants tuh win . Wherever yo ' goin ' yo ' wants tuh win . Yo ' 
� into de gamb lin '  p lace an ' yo ' t akes a B ib le an ' read de 2 3rd Psalms . Repeat 

it  three times b ef o ' leavin ' home , 
I'SAUf 2 3  - SAY 3 TIMES BEFORE LEAVING HOME an '  on de way repeat i t  along , an '  

IEPEAI IT ALONG WAY T O  GAMBLING PLACE along until yo ' git dere . [Way
cross , Ga . , ( 116 7 ) , 196 3 : 3 . ] 
10700 . A long and unimportant 

BIBLE READING AND RUBBING PATIENT story in whi ch healer read tbe 
B ib le and rubbed the patient. (Bor

.ally this sort o f  thing could be called religious , but frequent ly magic actiaas 
� words may b e  involved . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 9 ) , 149 : 2 . ] 

10701 . Yo ' kin pray an '  read �. 
:m:JDZ BEAD TO RECOVER S TOLEN PROPERTY firs t chapter in de secoud -verse - ·  

dey ' 11 bring i t  back [vbab!'ver - stolen 
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from you . PPoVePbs 1 : 2  is meaningless here ] . Hi t was a sanc tified  lady once , 
wus a girl s tole her p o cki tb ook , an ' she did dat an ' she brough t i t  back to de 
church . 

(Do you belong to the Sanc tified Church? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1134) , 1842 : 5 . ] 
1070 2 .  Well , yo ' would turn t o  Psalms . Yo ' read dat . Yo ' read de six : By 

St. PeteP� by St. PauZ� by de God who made us a Z Z� if (whomsomevah it is� yo ' 

THEFT INCANTATION : BY ST. PETERJ BY ST. PAUL 
BY THE GOOD LORD WHO MADE US ALL - HAS SEVERAL 
FORMS IN HOODOO - FROM MAGIC BOOK - NOT B IBLE 

wus in de house , yo ' follow de name s around till 
wick , Ga . , (1206) , 2036 : 7 . ] 

ca Z Z  dem by dePe name) is got 
sech an '  sech a thing� why BibZe  
Z e t  me know by whee Zin ' an '  faZ Z. 
Well , if  dey got  i t , dat B ible 
will wheel an ' fall . Whosomevah 
yo ' git to de righ t  one . [ Bruns-

10703 . Yo ' kin take de B ib le , fo ' one thing with a key , an ' if yo ' an ' I wus 
in heah , or three - foah o f  us , yo ' kin call de rights  one name , see , an ' yo ' kin 
tell exac tly who i t  is , if yo ' know how tuh turn i t . I t  gain ' tell de truth . 

BIBLE AND KEY TO DIVINE THEFT 
BY ST. PETERJ BY ST. PAUL� JINGLE 

Now bringin ' i t  [ s tolen ar ticle back , ah 
don ' t know ' b out b ringin ' i t  back , but yo ' 
kin tell who it  is . True . 
[ This is an incomple te Bib Z e  and key rite , 

a very common type o f  divination . You ask the B ible "yes" and "no" answer ques
t ions : Did J ohn J ones take my pocke tbook? I f  so , the B ib le will turn and the key 
will fall , meaning "yes . "  There are examples o f  this rite s cat tered in HOODOO. ] 

BIBLE UNDER HEAD - SLEEP WITH - FOR GHOST S 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1183) , 1996 : 10 . ] 
10704 . Well , i f  de house is ha ' nted 
an ' yo ' can ' t git rid o f  de ha ' nts , 

if yo ' ve got  a B ible , j es t  sleep wit i t  under yore haid . Dat ' ll s top de ha ' nts . 
[ S t .  Pe tersb urg , Fla . , (1031) , 16 7 7 : 6 . ] 

1 0 7 0 5 . Well , if  you wanted tuh b e  pro tected  from de spir i t s ,  ghos tes or 
things - wanta res t - lak if  dey worry ing yo ' at  nigh t , yo ' take a B ible an ' lay 

OPENED BIBLE UNDER HEAD - SLEEP WITH - FOR GHOSTS 

long , and it won ' t no ghos t an ' no evil spiri t or 
[ S t .  Pe tersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 1610 : 2 . ] 

it right under yore pillah 
wide open . An '  yo ' kin go 
to sleep an ' res t all nigh t 

nuthin lak dat b o ther yo ' . 

10706 . I f  a person come in an ' yo ' don ' t want dem dere , when he come s in , 
j es t  sweep him de way he come in . Sweep out his track j e s t  as he come in , de 

READ PSALM 37  - PUT BIBLE UNDER PILLOW - SLEEP ON 
RIDS YOU OF UNWELCOME CALLER OR GUE ST 

way he come in , if yo ' don ' t 
want him dere . An ' finally 
his cons cience will j e s t  
lead him [ to s tay away ] . 

Dat ' s  j es t  de way yo ' do  de way ah j es t  tole yo ' . Yo ' kin talk nice to him an ' 
say ah haven ' t  go t so- an ' -so . Well , den i f  he continue to be comin ' af ter dis , 
yo ' git dat book an ' put i t  under yore head an ' read i t , an ' yo ' git  relieved 
from him. 

(What is  the name o f  that b ook? ) 
I t ' s  de B ible de 3 7 th P s alms . 
(You j us t  put that B ible under your head? ) [ S t . Pe tersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) 1 

158 2 : 9 . ] 
10707 . T o  make de house lucky , i f  rentin ' a house • • • •  Yo ' take dis sal t an ' 

put it in de B ible o r  in a leaf [ torn from B ible ] an ' put i t  on a shelf an ' j es '  
leave it  dere . Yo ' kin put i t  in a small place , yo ' see [where i t  will no t be 
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seen ] an '  yo ' won ' have any troub le rentin ' yo ' house . 

TEAR LEAF FROM BIBLE - WRAP SALT IN - P UT ON SHELF 
YO ' WON ' HA VE ANY TROUBLE RENT IN ' YO ' HOUSE 

yo ' leave de whole B ib le up dere , dat ' s  susp icious . 
(1448) , 25 6 7 : 7 . ] 

(You j us t  wrap this  sal t up 
in this leaf from the Bible . 
You tear the leaf out of the 
B ib l e ? ) 
Yo ' kin take de leaf outa 
de B ib l e , ' cause yo ' see i f  
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 

1 0 7 08 . Yo ' take the B ib le or a leave 
salt an ' [ red ] peppah , wrap dis  leaf up . 

[ leaf ] out o f  the Bible an ' wrap i t  in 
An ' i t ' s  j es '  a few words that yo ' pray 

TEAR LEAF FROM BIBLE - IN IT  WRAP UP SALT AND 
RED PEP PER - PRAY OVER - BOS S  LIKELY TO GIVE JOB 

BIBLE LEAF - CEDAR TREE STRIP - FI G TREE LEAF 
3 OBJECTS - MAKE S PERSON YOU LOVE FOLLOW YOU 

ovah i t . Then yo ' take i t  wi t 
yo ' an ' he ' ll come purtty near 
givin ' yo ' a j ob .  [ Faye t te
ville , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 2 6 30 : 6 J  
10709 . De cedar t ree an ' de 
leaf from a B ible , an ' j es '  
carry i t  wi th yo ' an ' • • • • Yo ' 
git dose strips from a cedar 

tree an ' de leaf from a B ib le an ' [ leaf from] 
person follow yo ' ,  when yo ' in love with ' em .  

a f i g  t ree , an ' dat will make a 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 

2630 : 8 . ] 
10 7 1 0 .  [ They ] take it [ sulphur ] and 

chap ter in the B ib le [ given later ] .  I f  
they ' re b urning i t . Read a certain 
you read i t  for - like if today ' s [ today 

PSALM 100 READ - SULPHUR BURNED - 3 TIMES OVER 
3 DAY PERIOD - AT 6 O ' CLOCK OR 12  O ' CLOCK - NIGHT 
OR DAY - SO THAT NO TWO AP PEAR AT THE SAME HOUR 
INTENTION OF RI TE - TO MOVE AWAY PERSON DI SLIKED 

i t  is ] at twelve and tomor
row evening at six,  and s ix 
tomorrow morning , and mayb e 
twelve tomorrow nigh t  - for 
three nights . Contains nine 
[ s ee comment later ] nights 

because you use i t  as a d i f ferent hour . And then you pray over it . And if  i t ' s 
a person that you and them can ' t  get al ong , and you b urn that sulphur , each time 
�bat you reads a chapter [= preceding pray over i t ] . Well , then they ' ll finally 
.ove away . 

(At s ix and twelve each day for nine days . )  
For three days . [Here I s top machine and res tart i t  to rep eat missed words . ]  
(Read the chap ter of the lOO th P s alm . ) 
[Here is a time rite I did not fully understand during i t s  recording . At a 

later date and with greater experience , there would have been more ques t ions . 
Even at the interview doub t  appears in my words : At six and twe Zve each day for 
�� days . Ac tually , informants nine was a s l ip of the tongue . Hence , for 3 
days a person reads P salm 100 [meaningless for the present purpose ] and burns 
sulphur at 6 o ' clock or 12 o ' clock , n ight or day .  These 3 times are s taggered 
over the three-day period , no two at the same hours . As I have said somewhere 
iD HOODOO , b urning sulphur in a room can b e  a rugged adventure . There fore . a� 
� end o f  3 days b urning , who moves , enemy or burner? ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , (539) . 

6 60 : 6 . ] 
BIRD FEATHERS FROM NEST - BURN - PUT IN HAT - CRAZY 1 0 7 1 1 . Gi t de feathers 

out de b ird nes� m '  bun 
dea. an '  dey take dat an ' put i t  in a person ' s hat , an ' dat runs ' ea  crazy. 

[�his . 1519 : 8.] 
BDD MANURE FROM NEST - IN PERSON ' S DRINK - MAKES MIND WANDER 107U . Ah beard 

dey taa, DOt de 
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egg , dey take where a b ird s i t  at in dat nes t  an ' take s ome o f  de t rash ou t o f  
dat . 

( The manure . )  
Yes sir , an ' put i t  in dat , an ' yo ' can ' t s tay nowhere . 
{Put i t  where? ) 
Put i t  in whiskey o r  tea o r  co f fee , an ' give yo ' wandering mind. 
(That gives you a wandering mind. ) [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1074) , 1 7 39 : 7 . ] 
1 0 7 13 . Jis ' lak yo ' git  s omeone ' s  hair , yo ' kin git de b ird nes t an ' fold 

dat up an ' throw it  in runnin ' watah . Well , dat ' ll run yo ' crazy lak dat . Jis ' 
makes yo ' go crazy , yo ' j is '  a lways be on de path - dat ' s runnin ' 'em. 

BIRD NEST - FOLD ON PERSON ' S HAIR - THROW INTO 
RUNNING WATER - PERSON ALWAYS BE ON DE PATH 
A MORE COMMON EXPRES SION : DAT 'S RUNNIN ' 'EM 

an ' yo ' put i t  down where a person has t uh  walk.  

(You put  thi s  hair in  the b ird ' s 
nes t and s ew this up in some
thing ? ) 
Yes , yo ' throw i t  in de watah . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949 ) , 1531 : 14 .] 
10714 . Yo ' take de b ird nes t an '  
yo ' g i t  cayenne peppah an ' s al t , 

(What are you going to do  wi th that s al t  and pepper ? )  
Yo ' mix i t  with de b ird nes t .  Des troy de b ird nes t an ' yo ' sprinkle dat s alt 

an ' peppah wi th it , an ' sprinkle it where a person has t uh  walk, dat yore enemy , 
an ' he wouldn' t harm yo ' 

BIRD NEST - SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER : 3 INGREDIENTS 
MIX - SPRINKLE WHERE ENEMY WALKS - MAKE DEM LEAVE 

BIRD NEST - FILL WITH SALT - THROW ON HOUSE ROOF OF 
PERSON BOTHERING YOU - DEY '  LL MOVE OUT AN ' KEEP GOIN ' 

in any way . 
{What will that make them 
do ? )  
Dat will make dem leave . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , { 9 3 7 ) , 
1517 : 2 . ] 
1 0 7 15 . Ah heard dat 
chew could take a b ird 
nes t .  Yo ' could take a 
b i rd nes t if  dere wuz 

someone interfere [ interfering ] with y o ' in yore bus iness or livin ' in yore s ec
t ion close  about chew . Yo ' take a b ird nes t an ' take some table s al t  an ' put i t  
i n  d i s  b ird nes t ,  an ' take dis nes t an ' throw i t  up o n  t o p  o f  de  hous e .  Any per
son botherin ' yo ' , dey ' ll move out an ' keep goin ' . 

(Throw it  on top o f  the hous e o f  the pers on that is bothering you? ) 
Yes suh . Dat ' s  r ight , take de b ird nes t an ' put de s al t  in it . An '  j es '  t ear 

i t  down , j es ' s it dere an '  t ear i t  down , an ' put dat s al t  in it , an ' throw it up 
on top o f  s omeb ody hous e .  Le t d e  nes t b e  fulla s al t  an ' dey will scatter - dey'll 
move on out . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1415) , 2549 : 8 . ]  

10716 . Dey s ays takin ' a b ird nes t . Now ,  dat ' s some thin ' , de s ame thing o f  
love , o f  married life . L ike i f  yo ' wanted a girl , y o ' know , an ' she doesn ' t  s eea  

BIRD NES T - CONCERNED WITH LOVE AN D  MARRIED LIFE 
IF MAN LIKE S GI RL - SHE NOT INTERESTED IN HIM 
HE TAKE S NEST DOWN - ANYTHING OF HERS PUT IN 
SEW UP BOTH IN NEW HOME SPUN - PERFUME - WEAR 
IN HANDKERCHIEF - SHE GRABS - SCENT CHANGES HER 

t uh care anythin ' f o ' y o ' , yo ' 
j es '  take de b ird nes t  down 
an ' yo ' take , taht i f  yo ' kin 
git  anything of hers , an ' put 
i t  in dere , an ' put i t  in d i s  
nes t , an ' sew i t  up i n  a piece 
of new homes pun an ' yo ' wear 

it yourself yo ' see .  An '  den yo ' take de perfume an ' put on dat an ' j es '  yo ' 
know. 1ak yo ' be round her an ' yo ' know how l ike girls will b e  round yo ' , an ' 
put dere ban' s in yore pocke t yo ' know , an ' take de han ' kerchief out . Yo ' may 
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grab i t ,  but see , she git de scent of dat . 
lak yo ' wanted her do . 

Dat ' ll change her mind an '  she d o  j es '  

(You put this b i rd ' s nes t into the handkerchief ? )  
I n  d e  han ' kerchief . An '  yo ' puts dis Hearts Perfume . Jes ' d on ' t take nuthin 

out de b ird nes t .  Jes ' take de who le nes t right up an ' puts it in dis lil ' piece 
of homespun . Den yo ' put it in a han ' kerchie f  ' caus e yo ' want it  on it  fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  wi th dis Hearts Perfume in i t .  S ee , when yo ' put it in dere , yo ' more 
den apt tub put i t  in yore pocket , yo ' see . Well , when yo ' put dis  han ' kerchi e f  
in yore pocket , dey more den apt tub grab i t . When dey grab , y o ' know , yo ' goin ' 
have s ome thin ' in dere , but yo ' won ' t have it  in de han ' kerchie f  s o  dey can ' t  
shake it  out . We ll , whenevah she g i t  de s cent o f  dat , why it  won ' t be long ' fore 
she goin ' fol low yo ' .  Well , dat ' s  nuthin but j es '  tub make love . [ Fayet teville , 
N .  Car . , ( 1423) , 2568 : 8 . ] 

10 7 1 7 . Ah ' ll tell yo ' , whether i t ' s  a woman o r  man , i f  she leaves y o ' an ' 
yo ' wanta git her back , why yo ' git chew three grains o f  corn [maize ] ,  an ' three 

3 GRAINS CORN - 3 STRANDS HER HAIR - 3 FOOT TRACKS 
WEAR UNDER INSOLE OF HIS SHOE - SHE WILL COME HOME 
THEN BURN IN CHIMNEY 3 :  BIRD NES T  - SALT - SULPHUR 
SHE GETTING S CENT OF THESE NEVER LEAVES HOME AGAIN 

s trands of her hair , an ' i f  
dere any way yo ' kin git 
her track , pick up yo ' [ you� 
dirt  out o f  each one o f  her 
track - three tracks . An ' 
yo ' put dat in yore shoe , 

undah yore bottom shoe [ ins ole ] whut yo ' wear . L i ft dat [ insole ] up an ' put i t  
undah dere , an '  yo ' wear dat . An ' she ' ll come back . 

S ee , an ' when she come back , an ' den , if  yo ' want her tub s t ay dere , yo ' go 
an' git chew a b i rd nes t an ' yo ' put s ome sulphur an ' salt in dat b ird nes t an ' 
burn i t . Make yo ' a lit tle fire an ' burn i t  in de chimley so yo ' kin git de 
scent of i t , an ' she can ' t leave yo ' no way ; can ' t go an ' leave him , d e  man or 
woman , which one wanta d o  i t . 

(Do you wear that corn in your shoe als o ? )  
Put dat corn an ' d e  hair an ' dat sand i n  yore shoe . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 

(1319 ) , 2 2 62 : 4 . ] 
10718 . Ah nevah heard o f  ' em us ing a fish , but ah ' ve heard o f  ' em us ing a 

bird . Dey take de two b irds t o  find out whethah a woman is guilty of fornication 
o r  not • • •  a man with his wi f e .  

BIRDS 2 :  HOLD OVER RUNNING WATER - KILL ONE - LET 
arHER FLY AWAY - IF WOMAN FORNI CATOR - SHE SWELLS 

Yo ' take de two b irds - yo ' 
ketch de two an ' take [hold ] 
dem ovah runnin ' watah , an '  

yo ' kill one an ' let d e  o thah one go , an ' i f  she ' s gui lty she swel ls up . 
Olhat two b irds do you take ? )  
I t  didn ' t say any certain b irds , j es t  two f owl o f  d e  air . [ This rite comes 

from a book ,  as informant ' s  las t statement shows . Nine informants preceding 
present one , this two-bird rite was given in a d i fferent and expanded form. Re
versing this order , the longer r i te now follows this present one . ] [Waycross . 

BIRDS 2 :  MUST BE MATES - HOLD OVER RUNNING WATER 
CUT THROAT OF ONE - BLOOD DROPPING INTO WATER 
LET OTHER BIRD LOOSE - AN ENEMY SWELLS UP - DIES 

Ga . , ( 1104) , 1 7 7 8 : 11. ] 
10719 . [An o ld note of � 
in red ink reads : GOod illus
tration of "intention" [ [paver 
o f  what you intend to do] 1 & 

llt!J difficu l ty trying to have informant say wi thout putting my words into Iris 
1/IIOU.th. ] 

Yo ' could take a b ird - yo ' know b irds mat ing , yo ' know b i rds . an '  take tao 
of ' em  whut mates an ' take an ' cut one o f  ' em ' s throat an '  let de blaod ran in 
de runnin ' watah , an ' loose de o thah one . De o thah one , dat vill 88ell up an' 
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die .  Dat j es t  de way de man do , whensomevah yo ' have an enemy dat gives yo ' any
thing lak dat . Dey ' ll swell up an ' die . 

(Well , how do you know that anyone will die? Do you have to do something 
else with that? ) 

He j es t  take s ick . Yo ' put dat b lood in dat runnin ' watah . Ke tch ' em b o th ,  
but when yo ' git  ' em to de watah , cut one o f  ' em ' s throat an ' let de b lood run 
in de watah , an ' loose de o thah one . An '  de one whut ' s  a b ad enemy agains t  yo ' ; 
dey ' ll take s ick - go to  swelling up . 

(Well , how do you connect these b irds wi th the enemy? Don ' t you have to con
nect them in some way? ) 

Well , yo ' kin j es t  tell de enemy , yo ' know , he take sick .  Yo ' know who is by  
his  taking sick .  He  takes s ick den an ' he keep s alingering an ' he swell up an ' 
die . 

(When you are do ing this , you have to  have the enemy in mind . )  
De enemy in mind , who somevah is a enemy again s t  me . Yo ' may not know j es t  

who i t  i s , b u t  yo ' know yo ' s  [ you has ] a mortal enemy ab out . Yo ' know lak dat . 
Yo ' have i t  in yore mind lak dat . 

(You take any kind o f  b irds that are mates . )  
Dat are mates . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1093) , 17 6 2 : 6 . ] 
10 7 2 0 .  You are hunt ing a j ob and you have a particular b o s s  you want . Well , 

every time you go to that b o s s  and ask him for a j ob ,  take cinnamon and sugar in 

BIRDEYE SEED - CINNAMON - SUGAR : 3 INGREDIENTS 
TO OBTAIN AND HOLD JOB 

your p o cket and b irdeye seed , 
and whenever you go on that j ob ,  
put this [ s eed ] down [where you 
work and in ] your pocketbook 

with the cinnamon and sugar and b irdeye seed . That will make him have a sweet 
disp o s ition towards you and keep a b irdeye [bird ' s eye ] upon you and always give 
you your j ob .  [Birdeye or b ird ' s-eye seed mus t be a p ackage o f  seed sold b y  a 
hoodoo s tore . ] [New O rleans , La . , ( 86 4) , 139 3 : 5 . ] 

10 7 2 1 .  Ah go t in a fight with a boy , an ' mah grandmother - yo ' know , ole fa 
folks dey are very ac t ive - she s ay , " Come here , boy , yo ' go t in a fight? " 

BITE : IF S OMEONE BITES YOU - RUB WITH MANURE 
ALL TEETH OF BITER WILL DROP OUT - PREVENT THIS 
BY SULPHUR - KEROSENE HAND IN BITER ' S MATTRESS 

S ay ,  "Yes mam . " 
She s ay ,  "Whut chew do ? "  
Ah say , "Ah b i t  dat boy plenty 
a place . "  
She s ay ,  "Leaky heah , come heah 
an ' Grandmah f ix yo ' up . "  

little kerosene , yo ' know , an ' she 
down dere undah mah b ed ; yo ' know , 
tPess [ Spanish mos s  mat t res s ] . 

She go t a little sulphur an ' a 
fixed a lit tle bag , yo ' know , an ' she put i t  
up i n  d e  mat tres s  - whut chew call a moss mat-

Ah say , "Whut chew do dat fa ' ? " 
She s ay ,  "Don ' t chew know i f  yo ' b i t  someb ody an ' yo ' don ' t take care o f  yo ' 

self ; don ' t chew know , dat dey will take b ird manure [ usually chicken manure ] or 
some kinda manure lak dat , an ' ' noint dis place lak yo ' would [ us e ]  s ome grease 
on mah [ your ] b are fac e ;  yo ' know , keep dat p lace [b i t e ]  ' no inted dere well , "  
she say , " an '  yore teeth will drop out . "  She tole me dat several t ime . Dey 
[person bitten ]  keep dat place ' nointed wi t dat manure some kind . She say , 
every tooth in yore [b i ter ' s ]  head will drop out . 

(But she would prevent that by  doing this • • • •  [ sulphur-kero sene hand in the 
mattress ] . )  

Put dis stuff undah mah b ed an ' dat will keep de o thah s tuff  from coming b ack 
at me . [ For the treatment of human b i te wi th chicken manure , see Nos . . ]  
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[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 3 ) , 1604 : 3 . ] 
10 7 2 2 . De mon '  o f  • • •  any mon ' dat choo born in is  cause zhoo to have b ad luck. 

Take like you born in Augus t or  I ' m  born Augus t • • •  zhoo born in March , it ' s  a 

B IRTHDAY : YEAR - MONTH - DAY 
windy mon ' . An '  if I is born in March , it ' s  a 
ab sent-minded . [ Birthday - year month and day -
is  important in HOODOO , all numbers having mean

ing , but I found little interes t  in as tro logy among my informants ; it was a lit
tle too ab s trac t , dull perhaps . Bes ides , I was no t looking for as trologers . 
What we call as trology today has grown like a fores t fire , thanks to charts s een 
daily in newspapers and elsewhere , popular songs , e t c . I did look for fortune
tellers , who o ften did a little healing and hoodoo on the s ide . ] [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 7 90) , 1102 : 6 . ] 

107 2 3 .  He coming b ack t o  her . Go in de woods and git  some b lacksnake root . 
See , it got two little forked roots  to it . An '  yo ' tie it up in a lit tle han ' 

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - HAS TWO-PRONGED ROOT - SYMBOL 
OF Y-FORK OF ROAD - S OMEONE PUTS  THIS 

OVER WOMAN ' S  DOOR TO MAKE MAN WITHIN START HOME 

kerchief , see , an ' git some
body dere an ' put it up ovah 
de door , an ' dat ' s  tuh make 
dem leave dere . [ To bring man 
back to woman he left , s omeone 

goes into the o ther woman ' s  house and puts over her door a b lacksnake root wi th 
a fork - symb o l  of a "Y" cro s s road . He will soon leave other woman . ]  [ St .  
Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 9 9 9 ) , 16 16 : 2 . ] 

107 2 4 . Yo ' kin go down to de forks 
in a path . Yo ' kin git dis root dat ' s 

of  de road , an ' yo ' kin put something 
called a b lacksnake roo t . Take dis b lack

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - LAY PRONGS DOWN "Y" FORK ROAD 
TO STEP OVER THI S  ROOT INTENDED FOR YOU - CRAZY 

snake root an ' yo ' kin lay it 
at de fork of de road like dis 
an ' [ demons trat es ] . Dis is de 
fork an ' yo ' lay dat root j es '  

at de fork , an ' yo ' s tep ovah dat place where 
(You place that root pointing down each o f  

o f  the road l ike a "Y" ? )  

dat root is , why yo ' ll go crazy . 
these roads that meet - the forks 

Yes s ir , j es t  de way de roads fork , why yo ' put de root . Dat ' s  de b lacksnake 
root . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1080) , 17 4 7 : 15 . ] 

10 7 2 5 . I f  a man leave and she wants him back , as  ah have ' fore said , she kin 
go to work and take a few - go to work and git some o f  dis heah herb what dey 

call de b lacksnake root . 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT - IN BOTTLE - IN DE NAME OF JEHOVAH 

AH WANTS MAH HUSBAND BACK - THROW TO EAST 
HE WILL RETURN WITH THE RI SING SUN 

And she kin go t o  work and 
put dat in a bottle , an ' 
after put t ing dat in a bot
t le , den she go to work an' 

say , 
eas t 

In de name of Jehovah, ah wants mah husband back . An ' she cas t dat in de 
and dat bring him back [he returns with the ris ing sun ] . [Jacks onville , Fla . 

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - LIZARD - BOILED - IN BOTTLE UNDER 
STEP - PERSON CROSSING - HEADACHE - THEN LOOSE TEETH 

en� ' s  doorstep ; if he walks over them , he ' ll have a 
teeth .  [Jacks onville , Fla . , ( 586) , 7 5 1 : 3 . ] 

( 586) , 7 5 2 : 3 . ] 
1 0 7 2 6 .  B o i l  b lacksnake 
root and lizard [a troub1e 
comb ination ] ,  put UDder 

headache and then loose 

3LIND POWDER TO INCLOSE IN LETTER 
107 2 7 .  You take b "lind powder. You go£ r.o 
buy that powder .  You put i t  in � lettah. 
Well , i f  you open that lettah • • •  yau'11 be 

glad .  you s ee .  You ' ll b e  glad to receive that let tah - Oh, I 'm p� of the 
:ettah. An '  yo ' tear the lettah open , an ' yo ' not thinkin ' • • •  ve11. tbe poader 
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fly all over your face . An ' you ' ll never see any more in the worl ' . [ There are 
a _ number of these nuisance or threatening let ters in HOODOO . but no hoodoo mer
chant in his right mind would sell such an article . ] [ New Orleans 1 L a . 1 (803) 1 
1121 : 9 . ] 

107 28 . De ins t inc t or  de blood - under s tand me 1 from de index finger here 
[ demons trates ] .  

(Well what do they [ d o ] 1 squeeze the blood from the index finger ? )  [ This is 
no t a leading ques tion .  He 1 like so many be fore him is acting : pre tending to 

BLOOD : TO STOP FLOW OF HUMAN - EVEN ANIMAL 
prick his finger and to squeeze out 
blood . ] 
Yeah 1 an ' you kin take de brand-new 

tin plate and you take de needle 1 under s tand me 1 and p rick your index finger till 
it  bleeds . And write dat name down in dat brand-new t in plate and bury i t  with 
de point down dere - I mean with de t in plate down here . Den you wri te one verse 
of de 16th chap ter of Ezekiel and de 6 th ve rse . [He repeats ve rse rapidly . ] 

(Well 1 now will you repeat that ve rse slowly for me so  I can get i t ? )  
And when I pas sed by and saw thee po l luted in thine own b lood� I says unto 

thee� when thy wasting thy b lood live� and yeah� I says unto thee when dey wast
ing thy b lood� live . [ This is an unders t andab le but not an exact quo tation from 
any vers ion of the B ib le . ] 

Now 1 dat ' ll s t op any blood from flowin ' in de world ; not only on human beings 
but on animals 1 of any charac ter 1 anyb ody with a sho t 1 cut or have a hemorrhage 
in any respect in life - dat will sure as God s top i t .  [ Richmond 1 Va . 1 (j us t 
after 340) � 37 6 : 4 . ] 

10 7 29 . [ Belief and prac t i ces concerning menst rual b lood  - excep t those in the 
inte rviews of volume s 2 and 3 - are collected in subsec tion "HER PRIVATE TIME 1 " 

BURNS MINISTRATION HE STEALS - MAN WEARS ASHES 
numbers 2 513-2 540 1 volume 3 . ] 
You could ke tch a woman during 
the t ime of her monthly minis

t ration 1 you see . You s teal it and burn i t 1 and take the ashe s from it and carry 
i t  around 1 why the woman would follow ' em [ him ] or wouldn ' t  want anyb ody but dem. 
[To burn mens t rual b lood is usually dange rous ; kills the woman (No . 3858) 1 keep s 
her home (No . 3859 ) 1 make s her weak-minded (No . 3860) 1 or  this blood smoked in the 
chimney dries up woman ' s  blood (No . 386 7 )  - all refe rences in volume 3 . ] [ Rich
mond 1 Va . 1 (388) 1 4 59 : 4 . ] 

10730 .  I f  a man an ' a woman 1 yo ' know whut ah mean 1 a woman an ' a man i n  dat 
kind of a line . Well 1 yo ' kin take dat an ' bury it . See 1 j is '  lak if ah j is '  

BURY CLOTHES STAINED - AS THIS PIECE BEGINS TO ROT 
WOMAN BEGINS LINGERIN 1 - AFTER PIECE ROTS SHE DIES 

pulled off mah underclothes . 
it ' s  go t ta be somepin dat ' s  
on dose clo the s so ' s  [ s o as ] 
yo ' kin do anythin ' lak dat . 

Yo ' understan ' whut ah mean . See 1 j i s '  lak i f  a woman ' s  mini s t ratin ' 1  i t ' s  go t ta 
have same o f  dat stain on dere . See . An '  dey buries dat 1 j is '  bury it anywhere 1 
see . An' den when dose clothes begin tuh rot well 1 she begin tuh linger 1 sick 
fo ' a long time . An ' as dose clo the s be rotten 1 she be lingerin ' sick 1 yo ' see . 
An '  when dose clothes finish ro t ten aw [ a  why ] 1 den dat kills he r right dere . 
[Algie rs , La • • ( 159 0 ) 1 2987 : 1 . ] 

1 0 7 31 .  A man kin take a woman minis trate an ' stop it  up in a b o t t le an ' bury 
i t 1 an ' when hit done fade out everythin ' o f f  i t 1 hit ' ll kill her . [ Sumter 1 S .  
Car • •  ( 134 6) 1 2328 : 12 . ] 

10 7 3 2 . A man b in take a woman ' s  sani tary p iece or  eithah a woman [ can take 
ano ther woman ' s ] . if dey [ she ] d i s like he r .  See 1 find dat p iece an ' put it in 
a b o t tle an ' bury that b o t t le 1  an ' bury that b o t tle an ' j is '  lak that p iece fade 
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away , she ' l l  fade away , too . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 30) , 1512 : 10 . ] 
107 33 .  There ' s another way . I don ' t know right direct , but I guess they make 

the wishes [ express intention ]  as the o ther things [ ri tes ] d o .  You clos e i t  
[mens trual blood ] up in a b o t tle o r  a can and b ury i t . That make s you linger . 
[Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 5 57 : 3 . ] 

107 34 .  Dey come an ' git dey s ani t ary clothes 
woman in bad health an ' lak dat . An ' she cain ' t 

BURIED CLOTH STOP S  MINISTRATION AND CHILDBI RTH 

IF WOMAN IS AFTER YOUR HUSBAND - BURY HER CLOTH 

an ' b ury ' em , an ' dat cause de 
have no chillern ; see , becaus e 

dey won ' t even ministrate. 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949 ) ,  1531 : 9 . ] 
107 35 . Dis woman take her [ an
other woman ' s ]  periods , jes ' 
lak one of her napkins an ' bury 

it . Dat will make her [ other woman ] 
him. She won ' bother wi th him .  

(Will that do anything to her ? )  

leave yo ' [ your ] husb an ' - [ alone ] leave 

No , it won ' , j es ' make her , [ other woman ] leave him [your husband ] off . He 
won ' t bother wi th her . [Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1492 ) , 266 2 : 6 . ] 

1 0 7 3 6 . B ecaus e [ i f ]  ah had a ' enemy an ' ah wanted tuh hurt ' em ab ove [wi th
out suspici on ,  ah would den gi t a woman dat would b e ,  yo ' know , s ick - yo ' know 
monthly . See , ah ' d g i t  de drippings from her on a cloth an ' p lant it under de 

DOORSTEP OF ENEMY - PLANT MENSTRUAL BLOOD UNDER 
BE OR SHE WALKING OVER THI S  - BECOMES VERY S I CK 

do ' s tep o f  de person .  Den dat 
would make dem deathly sick . 
(You would [p lant ] that cloth 
under her own s tep ? )  
No . Fo ' ins t ance ,  i f  ah had 
a enemy , s upposedly a man an ' 

dis woman dat ah ' m going wi th is s uppos ed to b e  a woman o f  mine . Ah j es ' g i t  
one o f  her Kotex clothes [ cloths ] dat she taken o f f  an ' p lant under d e  s t eps o f  
d e  man o r  de person dat ' s my enemy , an ' den dat would make ' em pur t ty s ick . [ S av

DI SHWATER OR S CRUB WATER - MINISTRATE - BOTTLED 
DRIES UP HER BLOOD OR KILLS HER 

vannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 9 ) , 2150 : 3 . ] 
107 3 7 . I f  yo ' take a person ' s 
ministrate , t ake watah , yo ' 
know whut yo ' wash things 

[wi th ] an ' take their ministrate an ' 
up , they ' ll die . 

s top i t  up in a bot tle , an ' when i t  dries 

(Jus t leave it in the bottle ? )  
Yeah , s t op it up . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  (1421) , 2541 : 11 . ] 
107 3 8 .  Fo ' nine mawnin ' s j es ' drop i t  - j es ' drop i t  in dere fo ' nine mawn-

in ' s . 
(You save this [mens trual ] blood for n ine mornings ? )  
Fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' i f  ah wanta gain d e  influence o f  yo ' mo ' den whut 

chew is [ interes ted ] in me , ah ' ll cook yo ' a pie , or , [ i f  you are ]  a cus ta.er 
or s ompin or [put  it in ] whiskey . Buy yo ' a bot tle of whiskey . Ah ' ll make �t 

INTO MAN ' S FOOD OR DRINK - INTERESTS HIM IN YOU 
DROP 1 DAILY - MENSTRUAL BLOOD - FOR 9 MORNINGS 

closer , an ' drop it in dere -
nine drops . 
[ That s tatement of .tae � 
in the parenthes is � I did 

not unders tand this rite at the time . My comment about informant later -.y � 
plain why : This wman ws so long-winded she a lmos t  drove me crazy . llltd of lSZ6. 
Bot a very Christian remark ab out s omeone trying to help me ,  but at � �t shows 
some o f  the tens i on under which I worked . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1526) . 2724:6. ] 

107 39 . Whut dis man did , dat wuz down in Sou th Ca ' lina , be waz aoia' vi.t a 
girl , yo ' know . Well , she say she ' s a big  shot . Ah goes �t am.Jbo41 ah �# 
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nobody kin hurt me . Ah goes wit de man . 
Well , s o  - she wus pur ty goo d .  She went every t ime . S o  di s man got  mad one 

day , he says , We l l� de bettah ah do� de worsah she gits tuh me . So ah think 

DROPS 9 OF MENSTRUAL BLOOD - 2 KINDS OF COLOGNE 
LILY OF THE VALLEY AND HEARPS COLOGNE 
THE SE 3 INGREDIENTS KEPT MIXED IN SAME BOTTLE 
MAN TO DRESS HIMSELF WITH IT 3 MORNINGS 
SPEAKING TO IT : NAME OF DE FATHAH� NAME OF DE SON� 
DIS WOMAN WILL ALWAYS BE MINE AN ' NOBODY ELSE 'S 

ah 'm goin ' do sompin . 
So he goes off tuh a ole 
woman . She wus ab out ninety 
yeahs ole . So he went tuh 
huh an ' s aid , We l l� now� mah 
ole  woman don ' t  treat me Zak 
she used tuh an ' ah wants 
sompin done . Okay . 
Says , We l l� listen . Ah te l l  
yo ' whut chew do .  Yo ' go 

back an ' de end of de mont ' �  yo ' bring me a li Z ' 
' cause yo ' have tuh bring i t  in somepin Zak dat; 

kin� try tuh git me nine drops.  

somepin of huhs in a bottle�  
jes ' a drop of two� but if yo ' 

Okay� ah ' Z Z do dat .  
S o  she ' ' nuff ,  she wus nice ' nuff , wat ched huh yo ' know , when she went tuh us e 

de chambah .  He wuz smart enuf f  tuh git  it out o f  de chambah .  S o  he got it . S o  
he take d a t  an ' h e  put , added cologne - two kinds . It wuz Li ly of de Val ley -
an ' Hearts Co logne . She mixed dat tuhgethah wit it , huh ministrate [mens trual 
b lood ] an ' put it back in dis s ame b ottle - mixed it tuhgethah yo ' know . An '  
t ole him tuh take dat an ' keep it an ' t o t e  i t , an '  dress  his s elf  wit it fa ' three 
day s , s traight mawnin ' s ,  an ' he ' d  s p eak tuh i t : Name of de Fathah� Name of de Son� 
dis woman wi l l  always be mine an '  nobody e lse ' s .  He didn ' t have no mo ' troub le 
wi t huh . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 252 2 : 2 . ] 

107 40 . Yes , ah knowed a young man ' caus e he wuz gain ' with me . His  name wu z 
Joe . He wuz married t o  her b ut he didn ' t  love her . He t o le me he didn ' t .  An '  

FOOD - DRINK - LOVE - GULLIBILITY 
aft erward [ af t er his wi fe fed him thes e 
things ] he s aid he loved her a lot b ettah .  
An ' he did have her , ' caus e she fed him all 

de t ime o ffa dat - de periods . An ' he caught her at it an ' he t ole me o f  it . 
An '  he said dat he learned tuh hat e her ; yo ' know , couldn ' t have no love fa ' 
h er .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1417 ) , 2 5 51 : 8 . ] 

10741 . Ah heard yo ' could take chi cken b lood when yore periods i s  on , an ' git 
chew a s teak an ' wear it . Jes ' lak at five minut es tuh twelve tuh have yore hus

FOOD - DRINK - CHICKEN BLOOD 
ban '  s dinnah , yo ' wear that right there , p in it an ' 
j es '  wear it ther e .  Have yore greas e good an ' hot 
an ' then yo ' take i t  out j es '  as he walk in , an ' 

put it ovah in d e  skillet , s ee .  An ' then yo ' fry that nice an ' brown , an ' yo ' 
serve that an ' [ let ] no one eat it but him. An ' yo ' cain ' t git  rid o f  ' im tuh 
s ave yore l i fe . 

(You don ' t  use chicken b lood on it though? ) 
Yes yo ' do . Yo � put chicken b lood on that s t eak , t o o , an ' yore b lood t og ether . 

[That chicken blood is for go od measur e .  The s take i t s el f ,  under normal condi
tions is suf ficient ;  the chicken b lood merely makes him chicken-hearted , an ea sier 
prey magi cally . ]  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 154 7 ) , 2808 : 1 . ] 

OVER-DOSE O F  MENSTRUAL BLOOD CAUSES TUBERCULOSIS  
107 4 2 .  Give ' em a small dose  
[of  mens trual b loo d ] . I t ' s  

supp o s ed to make ' em [ him ] 
love you an ' care for  you , b ut i f  you give them [ him ] large do ses they ' ll j us t  
pine away t o  skin and b ones and go into t h e  T . B . Yes , sir , with appearance 
b lood and mens truat ion ,  see t i tles at b eginning o f  sub s ec tion ( 2 )  "HER PRIVATE 
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TIME" p . 2513 , v . 3 ]  i t ' s  overdose that make ' em [ men ] go into the T . B .  overdose 
make them go crazy or lose their mind or they can us e it t o  make ' em love you . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3) , 1 5 7 5 : 8 . ] 

10743 . An ' what they ' ll do , they take lak 
it  in a bottle . They take i t  to that fo ' k  of 

FORK OF ROAD - BOTTLED MINISTRATION - BURIED 
HEAD DOWN TO UPSET - ADD HAIR TO DRIVE CRAZY 
INTO RUNNING WATER MAKES TO WANDER AND DROWN 

a woman has minis tPation • • •  an ' put 
de road an ' turn i t  d own  on de haid 

an ' b ury it . 
(The head of the b o t tle? ) 
Yes suh .  S ometime they ' ll put 
their hair in there with that 
minis tration and that will caus e 

them to go crazy . An '  they kin take that an ' put it  in swi ft  runnin ' watah an ' 
that ' ll make ' em wander aroun ' somewhere an ' git drownded . [ Little Rock , Ark . , 

GAMBLING : MIX LUCKY STAR PERFUME AND URINE 
USE ON WOMAN ' S  SPONGE - RUB ON HANDS TO GAMBLE 

( 896) , 1466 : 6 . ] 
107 4 4 . Lucky Star perfume , 
mix it  with urine , get ladY 's 
sponge she uses for monthses [ ? ] , 

when yo ' go to gamb l ing . Urine on sponge that has perfume on it . Rub [ sponge ] 
on hands , them gamble . Use sp onge a woman has us ed . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 65) , 

MENSTRUATION STOPPED - EAT : BLOOD - NUTMEG - SUGAR 
1558 : 1 2 . ] 
10745 . I f  she goin ' over
time an ' she want it  tuh 

quit , yo ' know , she wanted tuh go out an ' make a date , an ' i t  wuzn ' t  time , she 
kin take some of dat s tuff an ' some sugah an ' some nutmeg an ' eat a teasp oon of 
it an ' it will s top it . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 42) , 2 7 9 1 : 7 . ] 

10746 . They say it ' ll s top your periods . 
(Well , how do they do that ? )  
They s ay they take your chamber lye and put turpentine in i t  • • •  
[While machine is  o f f  I ask for repetition . ] 
They take chamber ly e and they put turp entine in i t  and they put cayenne red 

pepper [ to dis tinguish cayenne pepper from garden red peppers ground up ] in it  
and there ' s  some way they do  
wi th that that s top s you . 
(Well , do you know how they 

TO DRY UP HER PERIOD : fix it  up ? )  
URINE - TURPENTINE - CAYENNE PEPPER - RED PEPPER Yeah , I seen it . 

(How? ) 
They takes your chamber lye 
and put the cayenne pepper and 

the red pepper [ the 2 peppers now sep arated ] and they put it in a b o t tle and they 
bury it  and that s top s the periods on you . 

(You heard this s top s your water ? )  
Your periods . 
(Oh ,  it s top s your periods ? )  
Yeah , and i t  dries you up - j us t  drift you away . [New Orleans , La • •  (781) . 

1082 : 6 . ] 
10 747 . Like when a woman is  minis tratin ' by the light of the moon or tbe dark 

of the moon . All that work [ is ]  done with the moon . You get one of her clothes 
[ cloths ] and b ury i t  b ehind the [ out side ] toilet or iD 

MOON AND MENSTRUATION the [d rainage]  ditch [ along the street or road) . jla• 
anywhere there i s  water s t ays at , somewhere �t w111 rot 

fast . and that wil l  caus e her to go crazy . [New Orleans , La . , (8SS) . 1348 :9. ] 
10748 . ' Course it ' s  • • •  b ut she don ' t that • • • •  
(I  understand , I hear al l those things . )  
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All right , she kin take a beefs teak and wear i t  twixt her legs . She kin take , 
you know , when the changes o f  the moon and beat i t  [beefs teak ] up and cook i t  in 
his food , no t too s trong [with the blood ] and he ' ll never leave her . Be right 
there , she got him tied,  he can ' t get away . [ Vi cksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 9 83 : 7 . ] 

10749 . On the light o f  every moon you know she ' d  be siak . [No story or any
thing else . ] [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 29 9b ) , 2 2 3 : 3+85 . ] 

10750 . Yo ' kin write his name in your monthlies an ' bury it up undah de south 
part of your house an ' put a brick ovah that an ' he nevah will leave yo ' .  

SHE WRITES HIS AND HER NAMES WITH MENSTRUAL BLOOD 
BURIES PAPER UNDER BRICK ON SOUTH S IDE OF HOUSE 

(You write thi s  with the blood 
of your monthlies . What do 
you write it on? ) 
Write i t  on papah . Write his 

name an ' yore name both .  [ The original typed word preceding the word part was 
side , the two words transcribed side part . On checking the cylinder , side was 
actually something like sud or sut , actually south , which I corrected in penc i l . 
Years later , j ust  now ( 1 9 7 6 ) , I inked in south . The sun now keeps warm the two 
names buried on the south side o f  the house . An excellent rite l ] [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 4 9 ) , 1 5 30 : 20 . ] 

10 7 5 1 . A man kin take a woman ' s  periods an ' hurt chew [ the woman ] . See , ah ' m  
j es '  making person [ speaking personally o r  privately ] tuh yo ' now , nobody else , 
' cause ah don ' like tuh ' sp lain nuthin lak dat tuh no one , tuh de public . Ah 

SHOE - MAN CAN WEAR PI ECE OF HER CLOTH IN 
WITHIN 9 MORNINGS SHE WILL BE WHERE HE IS 

j es '  ' splain i t  tuh yo ' .  See , take 
a no rmal woman , an ' ah kin [be ] min
is tratin ' ,  ah kin take dis cloth an ' 
fiah [ throw ]  it off . All right , yo ' 

take i t  an ' put [ a  piece o f ]  i t  in de bottom of yore shoe an ' weah i t  fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s , an ' yo ' ll draw me from miles away . I f  ah ' m  in Chicago an ' [ during ] dem 
nine mawnin ' s  yo ' draw , ah ' ll be right whare yo ' is - in nine mawnin ' s  time . 
Why ? Bec ' use ah knows yo ' got dat . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 6 ) , 2 7 24 : 5 . ] 

1075 2 .  I f  yo ' minis tratin ' or any thing , yo ' take an ' wash de c loth an ' git 
de blood out of it  an ' stop i t  in a bottle . An '  yo ' kin take an ' put i t  anywhere 

TRE E - PUT IN - BOTTLE WITH HER PERIOD BLOOD 
in de tree , de ' s ide de tree , any
where yo ' wanta , an ' dey won ' 
minis trate any mo ' .  Dey j es '  p ine 

away . [Originally the tree was prob ably a p ine : you pine away . ] [ Fayetteville , 

WATER RUNNING - BOTTLE PERIOD BLOOD - THROW INTO 
N .  Car . , ( 14 19a) , 255 8 : 5 . ] 
107 5 3 .  Dey ' ll take a woman ' s  
periods . Well , dey take i t  

an ' s top i t  up in a b o t t le an ' throw 
says de woman will j es ' dwindle away 

(They take her monthly pad? ) 

i t  in runnin ' watah , dey tell me , an ' dey 
to nuthin . 

Yessuh .  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 1 7 ) , 25 5 1 : 3 . ] 
10754 . (Tell me about that minis tratin ' again . What 
Yo ' kin take an' throw it in runnin ' watah . 

do you do with i t ? ) 

(A woman ' s  menstruate ? )  [ They have me turning a 
Yessuh , yo ' throw i t  in runnin ' watah an ; dat ' ll 

crazy bad . Nob ody ' ll take dat o f f  her , no t le ssen '  

WATER RUNNING - MINISTRA� INTO - MAKES WOMAN CRAZY 
CURE POS S I BLE BY "DOCTOR" ABLE TO ABSORB AILMENT 

verb into a noun ! ] 
run her crazy . She ' l l be 
dey ' ll take i t  [ upon self ] 

chew know . [ Only a s killed 
rootman or hoodoo . A doc
tor could ab sorb such a 
dangerous condition into 

his own body ! ) [ Fayetteville , N .  
10755 . Den , too , yo ' kin take 

Car . , ( 1424) , 256 9 : 6 . ] 
a woman ' s sick clothes . Yo ' kin take dem an ' 
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yo ' kin take , i f  dey already dry , yo ' kin take an ' wet ' em .  Kinda mash ' em ,  yo ' 

WATER RUNNING - THROW INTO - BOTTLED MONTHLY BLOOD 
WOMAN CANNOT GO WITH OTHER MAN - THROW DOWNSTREAM 
TO SEND AWAY - THROW UP STREAM - SHE"LL GO CRAZY 

know , wit a li ttle bit o f  
dat on , an ' cork dat up . 
An '  she can ' t go wit no 
o thah man . Or eithah , yo ' 
kin take ' em ,  dey tell me ,  

an ' chunk i t  down de stream [ t o s end away ] . 
go crazy . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1236 ) , 19 28 : 8 . ] 

Chunk it  upstream ,  says , an ' she ' ll 

107 56 . I heard ' em talking o f  ge t t in ' , yo ' know , a woman , from her mens trua
tion period . Yo ' put it in running water . And they say that ' ll make yo ' [ her] 

WATER RUNNING - WOMAN ' S  MONTHLY BLOOD THROWN INTO 
THI S FORCES BLOOD TO HER HEAD - SENDING HER CRAZY 

BLOOMERS OVER SLEEPING MAN ' S  HEAD TO KEEP HOME 

crazy ; cause the blood to go 
to her head . [ Elizabeth 
C i ty , N .  Car . , (438) , 557 : 2 . ]  
107 5 7 . A woman kin take a 
pair [ of her ] bl oomers an ' 

bad unknowin ' s t tub yo ' an ' make yo ' 
yo ' inhale dat thing , yo ' can ' t help 
(311) , 239 : 1+85 . ] 

put it  over the had [ o f ]  yo ' 
do anything she wanted tub make yo ' do . An '  
from comin ' b ack home . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

107 5 8 . I f  a woman wanta go out at night an ' her husb an ' don ' t want her tub 
go , she kin wai t t ill her husb and go tub sleep . An ' she kin take her b loomers 
dat she weahs an ' put it right ovah his face , an ' he ' ll sleep dere . Fo ' a fac ' 
ah know dat . [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 149 7 ) ,  somewhere near cyl inder 266 5 . ] 

BLUEING - AMMONIA - SUGAR : INTO USED BATH WATER 
THROW TO S UNRI SE - UNCROSS BAD LUCK - B RING SUCCES S 

10759 . Af ter you have a 
b ath in that water , you 
put household ammonia and 
some sugar and some b lueing 

[ in the used ] water , and that will uncross your b ad luck , and b ring you success
ful . An ' yo ' take that and you throw it  where the sun rise . [New Orleans , La . , 
(804) ' 11 2 8 : 3 . ] 

10 7 6 0 .  I ' ve heard talk o f  fellahs that you kin get some b lues t one an ' care 
[ carry ] that b lues tone on you . An ' they say that b lues tone will make you lucky , 

BLUESTONE - CARRY FOR LUCK - A JOB 

BLUESTONE IN BAG ABOUT NECK WARDS OFF SPELLS 

an ' if  you go an ' as t de  man for 
a j ob [ you will prob ab ly get it ] . 
[ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 34 3 ) , 286 : 4+85 . ] 
107 6 1 .  They put i t  [b lues tone ] 
in a b ag and wear it  around their 

neck to keep away some kind o f  spell . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 88) , 46 0 : 2 . ] 

BLUESTONE AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE AND STEPS 
KEEPS AWAY WITCHES AND GHOSTS 

1076 2 .  Keep out wi tches and ha 'nts 
[ gho s t s ] ,  put b luestone at four cor

ners  of house and at steps . [This 
is a f ive po int rite , a modificacioa 

of the quincunx . ] [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 241) , 16 4 : 8+85 . ]  
10763 . Ef they gi t hold of somepin that yo ' was eatin ' o f f  [ on ]  see , an' tbe7 

place it wi th b luestone - they have it mixed wi th b lues tone and that [ piece JUD 
were eat ing on and the b lues t one ] they sets up ovah yo ' [ so that you walk UDder 

i t ]  and then yore teetb will 
BLUESTONE AND SOMETHING YOU ATE ON 

PUT WHERE YOU WALK UNDER - YOUR TEETH COME OUT 
come out . 
(They put it  over [ahowe] �. 
so you will walk � !£.) 

(;oator Johnson in Ri chmond gave something similar . ] [ Jacksouville. Pla • •  (S96) . 
768 : 10 .  1 

10 7 6 4 . I t ' s  only certain days dat de b lues tone , dat it  vi11 do � work . 
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Now , heah ' s de b luestone heah [demons trates ] , 

BLUE STONE DOE S  CERTAIN WORK ON CERTAIN DAYS 
MIX WITH LARD - WI SH FOR WORK - IN GOD ' S NAME 
PO INT TO PLACE WHERE YOU WANT TO WORK 

den ah put in some lard an ' chunk 
it [ s t ir it ] roun ' . An ' ah want s 
yo ' gimme some wo rk . Ah dip mah 
han ' [demons trates ] in an ' ah 
p ' int [demons trates ] an ' make a 
wish dat ah want s tuh work at so

an ' - so ' s  house . Well ,  ' cos ' God ' s Name gotta be  mention , yo ' see . Yo ' p ' int tub 
dat place dere . An ' yo ' ll shore git somep in tuh do . 

( I n  what direct ion did you po int ? )  
Dat way , a t  d e  house , right befo ' yo ' dat way . 
(At the b o s s ' s house ? )  

J e s ' lak , down roun ' heah tuh dat church dat ' s where yo ' gain ' 1 yo ' gain '  stay 
heah an ' p ' int . S tay right heah an ' p ' int . 

(You simp ly po inted toward the bos s ' s house or busines s ? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 143 5) 1 2601 : 8 . ] 
1 0 7 6 5 . Yo ' git chew a p iece of b lues tone an ' brims tone an ' pound ' em up to

gether , an ' t ake no t ice when dey [ unwanted persons ] come , git to  ' em.  Take yo ' 
a pencil or a s t ick ab out de s ize o f  dat [ pencil ] an ' st ick it  down in de ground 
all acro s s  dat [ foot tracks ] - cro s s  [make cro s s  on foot  tracks with s tick] . Git 

BLUE STONE - BRIMSTONE - POUND TOGETHER - ADD TRASH 
PUT THE SE IN RENTMAN ' S  OR BILL COLLECTOR ' S  T RACKS 
CRO S SED BY STICK - HE WILL NEVER RETURN TO HOUSE 

chew a little p iece o f  pap
er , a little b it of trash , 
anything , an ' lay it right 
on dem tracks [ foot tracks 
made by visitor ] . An ' go 

on ' b out chure bus ines s .  
man ] back dere . 

Dey can ' t send him [ rentman ] ,  b ill collector , police-

( I f  they could get a ho ld of him they couldn ' t send him back to that house? 
Keep him away ? )  

Yes . [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1359) 1 2396 : 4 . ] 
10766 . Gunp owder , b lues tone , b rims tone an ' b eat i t  up together an ' burn i t  

f ive d ay s  o u t  o n  d e  edge o f  yore yard to  kill yore stock .  I ' d  d o  dat to ki ll 

BLUE STONE - BRIMSTONE - GUNPOWDER - BURN 5 DAYS 
AT EDGE OF YOUR YARD TO KILL YOUR STOCK 

yore stock - hogs , cows , 
chickens an ' yo ' peop le . Yo ' d  
have a s ick p ile ovah dere , 
fast as one git sorta straight

en [ out ] de rest git down ; all like dat 1 somp in happening all de t ime . [Waycro s s , 
Ga . , (1129) 1 18 3 5 : 8 . ] 

1 0 7 67 . Bluestone - dat b luestone is lucky . Gunp owder is lucky , but you have 
to us e it in such a peculiar way . Yo ' know gunp owder is dangerous . Well , all 

BLUES TONE - GUNPOWDER - MIX IN BAG - POCKETBOOK 
AT POKER GAME - WALK ROUND TABLE - TO CIRCLE CONFINES 
WITH HANDS IN POCKET - LAUGH - SAY SOMETHING 
YO ' BETTIN ' ON WHAT CHEW GOT IN YORE POCKET 
YO ' AIN 'T BETTIN ' ON WHAT DIS OTHAH FELLAH GOT 

right , you take dat b lue
atone and gunpowder to
gether - dey call dat 
[blues tone ] de  lucky stone . 
Yo ' mix dis b luestone an ' 
gunpowder together an ' 
put it in a little bag 

an '  j es '  tote dat in yore pocketbook . Well , all right , j es '  lak yo ' may walk off  
t o  a big poker game . Yo ' walk aroun ' de poker game an ' yo ' go t yore hand s in 
y ore pocket , an ' he laugh an ' say , "How ab out it ? "  or "Take a chair . "  Yo ' say , 
"Well , ah don ' t mind . " Bang ! Take a shot . Well ,  yo ' bettin '  on what chew got 
in vore pocket . Yo ' ain ' t bettin '  on what dis othah fellah got .  Well ,  � 
b lues tone an ' dat gunpowder - see , dat ' s hot , sure b e  luck fa ' de winner . Now , 
ah knowed a man - mah uncle used to  try dat . Dat wus good . [ S avannah , Ga . , 
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(1261) , 2143 : 5 . ] 
1 0 7 6 8 . Well , they claim that i f  you take gunpowder and b luestone and aloes , 

and there ' s  ano ther s tuf f they use where they burn . Let me see . What is the 

BLUE STONE - GUNPOWDER - ALOES - INCENSE 
BOOTLEGGER BURNS AT HOUSE TO KEEP POLICE AWAY 

name of  that , what the Cath ' lics 
use? Incens e !  And burn incens e 
along with that . And burn al l 
o f  i t  together , it ' ll have an 

effec t , a tendency 
house , and the law 
39 8 : 6+8 5 . ]  

to keep bootleggers [he means the police ] away from your 
can ' t have an ef fect on you . [Elizabeth C i ty , N .  Car . , (482) , 

1 0 7 69 . An ' den yore boss , seems lak he doesn ' t lak yo ' - he doesn ' t  lak yore 
work . Well , yo ' go home an ' yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah bel ieve ah ' ll f ix somepin fo ' mah 

BOS S : TO GET ALONG WITH AND TO KILL CUNJURE 
SALT - SULPHUR - SALTPETER - HEARTS COLOGNE 

boss  tuh make him lak me . "  Well , 
yo ' go ahead an ' yo ' git chew same 
saltpeter , yo ' git chew some table
salt an ' some sulphur , [ s alt and 

sulphur to kill  c unj ure put down agains t you]  an ' yo ' [put the salt ] in dat sul
phur an ' yo ' b a thes in dat saltpeter . But chew us e dat sulphur , yo ' takes a 
pinch of i t , an ' den yo ' spr inkle some s ulphur in yore shoes an ' rub yore hands 
wi th i t .  Y o ' know , yo ' can ' t go round peop le with it . An ' sprinkle Hearts Co l
ogne round dere [where you walk ] . An ' when yo ' go out yo ' l l git affection . Dere 
ah ' l l come up , right chere , " Good mawnin ' ,  everyb ody , good mawnin ' ,  howdee dis  
mawnin ' ?"  [They answer ] ,  "Jes ' dandy . "  

"Well , why ' d  yo ' have sech-an ' -sech a thing fo ' b reakfas t? " 
"Oh , I enj oyed such-an ' -such a thing las t night . "  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(1016) , 1 6 4 5 : 2 . ] 
1 0 7 7 0 . Dere ' s  a man once 

wouldn ' t  pay him his money . 
an ' he ' s  workin ' f o ' ano thah man an ' dis man j es '  
S o  one day as he ' s  walkin ' ' long , he met up wit a '  

HE MET UP WIT AN OLE "CUNJUREMAN ROOT MAN" 
WHO GAVE HIM SOMETHING [ ROOT ? ] TO PUT INTO 

NEW HANDKERCHIEF AND SLIP INTO BOS SMAN ' S POCKET 

o l e  cunj ureman roo tman . Dis  
man tole him , he explained his 
caus e tuh dis ole roo tman . An' 
dis ole roo tman tole him ,  "Well, 
ah ' ll give yo ' somepin [ inform

ant did not know what it  was ] tuh make yo ' lucky enough tuh discover [ recover ] 
yore money f rom dis man . So  de ole man did give him sompin . He tole him , " Go 
down town an ' buy yo ' a new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' take it  b ack home wit yo ' . 
If  yo ' can , slip it  intuh dis man ' s clo thes an ' dat ' ll make him pay yo ' yore 
money . Yo ' will own whut he have an ' he won ' have nuthin [more t o  s ay ] . "  

S o  he did dat . He went on an ' bought de han ' ke ' ch ' ef [ and slipped into it 
what the roo tman had given to him ]  an ' carried it  an ' slip it intuh dis b os sman ' s  
clo thes , intuh his pocket . S o  de nex ' day he went on down an ' commence talkin w 
tuh de b o s sman an ' de bos sman , he reached b ack dere an ' go t dat s ame han ' ke ' ch w ef 
dat he put in his pocket . He went tuh wipin '  his face af tah he b egin talkin ' -
de bos sman went tuh wipin '  his face  an ' talkin ' tuh him . So  final ly at las w dis 
man had somepin [ from the rootman ] in de han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  yo ' know , tuh make dis 
man [ to pay him the money ] .  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , (1457) , 2647 : 6 . ] 

1 0 7 7 1 . [There was no point in this s tory which I did no t transcribe,  �c 
to no te that the s tuff in the bottle found went round and round. This c:aajare 

BOTTLE - CUNJURE INSIDE WENT ROUND AND ROUND 
had occurred in Cast la.aa, •· 
Car . , a place , if � �  of 
the name was correct , I CDald DOt 

f ind anywhere . Could it  have been Cas tle Hayne ( on the U . S . A. zip code) proaoao
ced Cas tle-hun? Or could it have been an old whi s t le s top on the � or an 
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old b oa t  l anding ? He re in Wi lmingt on I ran int o b lack dialec t f o r  the f i r s t  
t ime - many o f  my inf o rmants c oming f r om S outh Carolina - it b o thered me and 
would r emain t roub le s ome . The b o t t l e  was thrown int o  the river . I have includ
ed t h i s  no t e  here in case s omeone has found or will f ind a s imi lar ac t i on in a 
b o t t l e  c ont aining cunj ure . ]  [ Wi lming t on , N .  C ar . , ( 200) 1 106+85 . ]  

107 7 2 .  My g rand f a thah said one t ime i t  wus a l ady , huh hu sban ' runnin ' aroun',  
she c ouldn ' t  nevah keep ' im a t  home . S o  s ome ole l ady a-no ther tol ' der . • .  I 

BRAMBLE-BRI E R  TEA RE COMMENDED TO KEEP MAN HOME 
TWO-EDGED SYMBOLISM - BRIERS CATCH AND HOLD YOU 
S I NCE THEY RUN ABOUT - TEA KILLS RUN-ABOUT IN MAN 

don ' t know who i t  wus . . . •  But 
she t ol ' der t uh git s ome 
b ramb le b r i ers - g i t  de root 
cut ' em up , b o i l  i t  in ' i s 
c o f f ee an ' give i t  tuh ' im 

when he c ome i n , tuh keep ' im at home . [ Bal t imore , Md . ,  ( 1 5 3) 1 61 : 5+8 5 . ]  

BACKWARDS - STEP OVER BROOM 
IF YOU STEPPED OVER FORWARDS 
CANCELS BAD LUCK - BRI NG GO OD 

107 7 3 .  Ah heard s omp i n  ' b out a b ro om .  Now , y o ' 
t ake a b r o om now - dey claim d a t  y o ' t ake a b room 
an ' yo ' ll sweep wi th i t . Well , now , if yo ' t ake 
a b room an ' lay it down an ' s t ep ovah i t , it will 
give yo ' b ad luck . Always , if yo ' s t ep ovah a 

b ro om f o rward , s t ep b ackwards 
(1097)  I 1 7 7 4 : 2 . ] 

ovah i t  an ' dat g ive yo ' good luck . [ Wayc r o s s , Ga . ,  

107 7 4 . Well , whut ah ' ve heard i s  this . 
dip [what you p i ck up by dipp ing thumb and 

Yo ' g i t  s ome snu f f  - that whut chew 
f o r e f inger int o i t ]  an ' mi x s ome d i r t  

BACKWARDS - F RO M  REAR T O  FRONT OF ENEMY ' S PORCH 
SWEEP MI XTURE OF SNUFF AND D I RT FROM H I S  YARD 
THEN MOP PORCH BACKWARDS WITH LYE - THI S  MOVE S HIM 

wi th i t , j e s '  dis natural 
d i r t  out heah [ in the yard 
o r  field ] . Mi x it t og e t her 
an ' s p r inkle on de p o ' ch .  
An '  den t ake a b room an ' g o  

b ackward , sweep b ackwards that-a-way [ demons t rates ] .  Sweep i t  on out b ac kwards 
that-away . An ' then a f t ah y o ' d o  that , then mop de p o ' ch with s ome Red S eal Lye 
an ' [ o r ]  Red Dev i l  lye . That ' s  [ us e ]  one of ' em .  

(What will that d o  now? ) 
That ' l l make ' em move , an ' ah mean make ' em move right now . 
(Wel l , where would that b e . In cas e , l ike right over here , i f  I wanted t o  g e t  

r id o f  them ,  I would d o  t h a t  i n  my own hou se ? )  
Ye s s uh 1 make them move . [ Memphis , T enn . , ( 1 555) 1 28 28 : 8 . ] 
10775 . ( Ev e r  hear o f  us i ng a b r o om? ) 
You can t ake a b r o om ,  like i f  you got - there ' s  a p e r s on you d i s l ike . You 

take a b ro om and a f t e r  you sweep wi t h  the b r o om ,  t ake the c o rner and the wall 

BED - BEHIND THE - TURN UP B RUSH PART O F  BROOM 
BRUSH UP - WHERE SUN C ROSSES FOR HYPNOTIC POWERS 
IN BRUSH PART HIDE VICTIM ' S NAME ON WHITE PAPER 
VICTIM MON 1T BE CONTENTED . . .  CAN 'T KEEP NO CLOTHES 

where that p e r s on sleep . 
See , where that p e r s on sleep , 
you t ake that b ro om ,  s ee ,  
like that ' s  your b ed [ p o i nt s 
t o  b ed i n  hotel room where I 
was interv i ewing ] .  And t ake 

that b ro om ,  j us t  make it a 
b ehind my b ed , b u t  in that 
o f  paper , whit e paper , and 
won ' t c ome out eas ily . 

hab i tual hab i t  heing unnot i c ed t o  me . J u s t  set it up 
b ro om you f as t en my name . Wr i t e  my name on a p i ece 
put it down i n  that b ro om wel l , and fas t en it s o  it 

(You put i t  down in the b ro om . ) 
In the b ro om .  
( I n  t h e  b rush part . )  
In the b rush part o f  the b ro om ,  

won ' t come out . And I ' ll b e t cha I 
whe re i t  s t ay in there a long t ime , where i t  
won ' t b e  contented and I c an ' t keep n o  c l o thes 
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to s ave my l i f e . 
[ I  turn off machine but he s ays s ome thing ab out b e ing up s e t . ]  
(Keeps you up se t ? )  
Certainly , and I c an ' t keep n o  clo the s to s ave my l i f e . And unl e s s  you ge t 

s omeb ody [ hoodoo do c t o r ] t o  wo rk on i t , f ind out f rom someb ody , go to someb ody 
tha t I know , and [ ask her ] if she know wha t  that [ i s ]  the p e r son have ; and they 
tell you s ome thing , wel l  i t ' ll keep you up s e t ted and wi thout clo thes as long as 
you l ive , unl e s s  that ' s  t aken out o f  the r e . 

(You s ay , you put that b room b eh ind the b ed ? )  
B ehind the b ed . 
(You put i t  up there wi th the b rush p a r t  down ? )  
Wi th the b rush p a r t  up . 
( Oh ,  the b rush p a r t  up . )  
The handle down b u t  t h e  b rush part up . 
( Oh ,  I see . We ll , why did you do that ? )  
Wel l , b e c ause i f  you put i t  down , you ' re no t again s t  the person , see . I f  you 

put it up , you again s t  ' em - you again s t  a p e r son , see . S ee ,  if the b rush p a r t  
o f  the b room is up , tha t ' s  again s t  a p e r son i f  i t ' s  b ehind t h e  b e d .  I f  i t ' s  down , 
you don ' t have no hypno t i c  powe r s  nowheres , no thing seems to work again s t  h im b y  
having t h e  b r o om down . You wan t s  i t  again s t  a p e r son wi t h  t h e  b r oom u p  whe re the 
sun goes a c ro s t  it e a ch day . Every t ime the sun go acro s s  i t ,  the sun c r o s s e s  
ove r that b r oom. I f  y o u  h a s  i t  down , well , i t  don ' t hap p en l ike that , you see . 
[�ew Orleans , L a . , ( 82 8) , 1 2 1 9 : 5 . ]  

10 7 7 6 . Ah heard dat i f  a p e r son keep comin ' round yo ' - yo ' don ' t wan t ' em 
dere - whens omevah dey goes out y o r e  do ' , j e s t  g i t b ehin ' ' em an ' sweep out . A s  

BEHIND P E RS ON LEAVING HOUSE - SWEEP - TO KE E P  AWAY 
d e y g o  out , j e s t  sweep b e
hin ' ' em ,  t i ll yo ' g i t  to 
de las t do ' s tep . An '  sweep 

it on o u t  de gate , an ' y o ' won ' t be b o thered wi th ' em b ack d e r e  no mo ' .  [Way

SWEEP BEHIND PERS ON LEAVING ROOM 
A.'ID SAY - DON ' T  COME HERE NO MORE 

and sweep r i gh t  out b ehind you , and 
La . , ( 7 9 1 ) , 1 1 04 : 8 . ] 

cro s s , Ga . , ( 1 1 61 ) , 1 9 3 6 : 9 . ] 
1 0 7 7 7 .  I f  you wo uld come to my house and I 
d i dn ' t wan t you there any mo re , we l l  the t ime 
you go t up and le f t , I would take that b r oom 
s ay , "Don ' t come here no mo r e . "  [New Orleans,  

10 7 7 8 .  I f  someb ody come to yo ' house an ' yo ' don ' t wan t ' em to yore house , 
when dey come dere , yo ' j e s '  s i t  down , an ' when dey leave yo ' s t a r t  tuh sweepin ' . 

BRUSH PART OF B ROOM STOOD UP BE FORE SWEEP ING 
An ' when yo ' s t ar t  sweep in ' yo ' 
turn yore b room b o t tom upwards 
an ' s ay whut chew wan t a  s ay an ' 

dey ' 11 leave . [ B runswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 0 6 ) , 2 0 3 8 : 7 . ] 
1 0 7 7 9 . T ake a b room an ' turn d a t  b room b o t t om upward - de p a r t  dat chew 

sweep wi t , turn i t  upwards , an ' g i t chew a c l e an towel an ' p u t  ovah d a t  b room 
an '  call dere name . C a l l  de p e r son name an ' dey c a in ' t c r o s s  de s i l l  of yo ' door. 

Dey kin s t ay o u t s ide an ' wanta 

BJWSH PART UP - LAY CLEAN TOWEL OVE R - CALL 
!liS NAME 9 OR 7 TIME S  - HE CANN OT EN TE R HOU SE 

come in , but dey cain ' t come in. 
(You le ave this towel right over 
the b r oom? ) 

aine times . Any thing yo ' do in dat l ine yo ' 
ziers La . , ( 1 5 7 7) , 2 90 0 : 14 . ] 

Ri gh t  ovah de b room .  An '  yo ' 

call de name j us t  once . Call it 
supp o sed to use nine or seven . [Al-

107 8 0 . U s in ' a b room - i f  yo ' s e t  a b room up , yo ' see , set de straw up dis 
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way [ demonstrates ] yo ' b e ' s in a uproar all de t ime . I f  yo ' sets  it down , dat 
makes things better roun ' home 
an ' roun ' wit de neighbors an ' 

BRUSH PART OF BROOM UP - CAUSES UPROAR IN HOUSE all lak dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 4 7 ) , 1 5 2 7 : 6 . ]  
10781 . De only thing ah know , 
nevah take a b room an ' turn it 

BRUSH PART UP OR UPSIDE DOWN BROOM I S  UNLUCKY up s ide down in yore house . Dat 
b ad lu ck . [Algiers , La . , ( 1593). 
2 9 9 4 : 2 1 . ] 

BUSINES S - TO MAKE GOOD - SWEEP TRACKS TO HOUSE 1 0 7 8 2 . Why , if yo ' wanta make 
i t  lucky , every day yo ' sweep 
yore premises , don ' sweep de 

tra�k from yore place , sweep it towards your place , an ' it will mos ' invariably 
bring good business . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , ( 1374) , 2436 : 1 2 . ] 

1 0 7 8 3 . They take - you s ee , some people aross i t  [ a  hous e ] . They have d i f
ferent ways that they aross it . Now , they got some lady peop le when they living 
in a hous e ,  b efore they move , like if they living in this home here , they ' re sore 

with the landlord . 
CHIMNEY - BRUSH PART OF OLD BROOM CROS SWAYS IN 

TO CROSS HOUSE WHEN LEAVING - LANDLORD CANNOT RENT 
(They ' re sore with the land
lord ? All right . )  
The landlord wants them to 

move . He done g ive them a no t i ce to move . They ' ll take and they ' ll take a old 
mop or old b room, they ' ll b reak the p art off tha t you sweep or s crub with . They 
will put that into the chimley [ chimney ] crossways . I t ' ll be months and Sundays 
b e fore they kin ren t the hous e . [ That expres s ion could b e  months of Sundays . ]  

CI RCUMAMBULATE HOUSE OUTS IDE 9 MORNINGS 
THOSE 9 MORN INGS SWEEP IN FRONT OF DOOR 
DO BE FORE SUNRI SE - PERSON INS IDE MOVE S 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 86 0) , 136 8 : 9 . ] 
1 0 7 84 . Walk roun ' de house nine morn
ing s  an ' sweep in front o f  yo ' do ' .  
(How do you mean you walk around for 
nine mornings ? )  
' Fore de sun rise , j es t  walk right 
round de hous e .  
(Nine t imes ? )  
Nine morn ings - once every morning an ' 
sweep in front o f  yo ' do ' . 

you sweep in fron t o f  your door . 
(You walk around the house and then 

Well , what will that do then ? )  
That will make ' em move . 
(Make this person move . ) [ S t .  Pet ersb urg , Fl a . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 16 13 : 6 . ] 
1 0 7 85 . I f  yo ' wanta b reak up a family o f  people , yo ' kin t ake dat broom , an ' 

s ome b lack pepper an ' s alt an ' put it in de fo ' corners o f  de hous e ,  an ' sweep 
dat out , an ' dat makes de man go an ' de woman won ' t want ' im .  

CORNERS 4 INSIDE HOUSE - PUT I N  3 TEASPOONFULS OF 
BLACK PEPPER AND SALT MIXED - SWEEP ALL THI S INTO 
CENTER OF HOUSE - WHICH MAKE S IT A QUINCUNX RITE 
THEN SWEEP IT OUT TO BREAK UP HOUSEHOLD WITHIN 

(You do this in someb ody ' s  
house , i f  you want to b reak 
them up . )  
Jes ' put i t  in each corner , 
j es '  dese three teaspoonful 
of dat . Mix it up together 

an ' put it in de  fo ' corners 
on out de do ' , an ' one or de 

of de hous e .  Sweep it in de middle an ' sweep it 
other will be gone . [ S t .  Pet ersb urg , Fl a . , ( 10 2 7 ) , 

16 7 1 : 14 . ] 
10 7 86 . In sweep in ' de hous e , don ' nevah sweep de trash out de do ' . Always 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 406 7 

in sweep in ' i t  yo ' sweep up [not out the door ] an ' yo ' sweep i t  up an ' put it 

DOOR - OUT OF - NEVER SWEEP DIRT OR T RASH 
SWEEP - BURN IN FIREPLACE - KEEP LAW AWAY 

in yore firep lace an '  burn it . Jes ' 
lak when yo ' sweep , yo ' know , sweep 
de kitchen , don ' nevah sweep it out 
de do ' .  Always sweep it in de house . 

Keep dat sweepin ' s  in de house . 
fire an ' burn dat . 

We ll , dat keeps de peop le out . Put dat in de 

(That keeps the law away . )  [B runswick , Ga . , (1228) , 2086 : 5 . ] 
107 87 .  I f  yo ' see anybody comin ' tuh yore house , throw a b ro om ' cro s s  de do ' 

like dis [ demons trates ] .  S tep ovah it [ demons trates ] .  Oat ' s  b ad luck . 

DOOR - BROOM ACROS S - BAD LUCK TO STEP OVER 

DOOR - NEVER SWE EP DIRT OUT - AL S O  S CRUB IN 
WITH LYE AND BOILING WATER - BOTH FOR BUSINE S S  

{ T o  the person that is coming 
in? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074), 
1740 : 7 . ] 
107 88 .  Or you kin t ake j us t  
p lain l y e  and boiling water 

scrub yore steps and b rush 
when you walk through your 
sweep it out . 

and go and scrub your house and 
it in . And every morning sweep your steps down . And 
house , wherever you go , sweep the dirt in . Never 

(What will tha t do ? )  
Bring you luck . 
(What kind o f  luck? )  
Like i f  she would want to take in roomers ,  she would want ' em to come in , i f  

it  was business , she • • •  
{Both of  those things . Onions do the same thing . )  [ Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , 

( 5 5 2 ) , 6 90 : 8 . ] 
10 7 89 . I f  someone come to de house an ' dey don ' t trus ' yo ' or  didn ' t wan ' 

choo to come dere , an ' dey ' ll take a b room yo ' see an ' lay de b ro om acro ss de 
[ door on the ] floah .  An ' whenever yo ' 

DOOR - LAY BROOM ACROS S ON FLOOR come in dere , den yo ' ll have to move dat 
UNWANTED VI S I TOR WILL NOT STEP OVER b room. Dey won ' t step over dat b room. An ' 

as long as dat b room is dere , dey won ' t 
come in atall . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 37 3 ) , 317 : 10 . ] 

107 9 0 .  Dey will take de b room an ' lay it down right in de threshhold of  de 
door.  

(All the way across . )  
An ' when de co llector comes in - why of  course , 

An '  if he s teps ovah dat b room comin ' in an ' steps 

DOOR - BROOM ACROS S - BILL COLLECTOR ' S  REACTION TO 

dey ' ll ask him tuh come in . 
ovah it go in ' out , why dey 

claim dat he ' ll commence 
tuh - it git in his mind , 
" Why - we l l� now ah 'm ki,...da 

'!raid tuh go tuh dat p lace . When ah was dere las t, why somepin come ovah � . " 
Dey claim dat b room ,  de cross ing of de b room ,  will give him a thought in his .dnd 
dat i t ' s  distrus t ful gon ' a happen round dat p lace . Ah 'm gon 'a send somebodY else 
=e�, because ah don ' t  be lieve ah ' l l take chances crossing dere mahse lf. AD' al
so tuh make dat token , [warning ] work out , why dey ' ll somet imes have scceoae set
ting around tuh kinda frighten yo ' [him ] . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (988) , 1595 : 5 . ] 

DINING ROOM DOOR - LAY BROOM ACROS S - STEP OVER 
S O  THAT YOU WILL NEVER MARRY AGAIN 

107 9 1 . I f  yo ' once were .ar
ried , an ' yo ' have a broca an ' 
j es ' throw it  ovah yore dining 
room b ack do ' an ' step ovah it , 
yo ' won ' t  nevah .arry no ., ' • 
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(You ' l l  never marry again . Do you put that b room down , you s ay ? ) 
' C ro s s  de dining room do ' , j e s t  lay i t  dere an ' s t ep ovah i t , an ' yo ' nevah 

will marry any mo ' .  [ S t .  P e t e r sb urg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 1693 : 10 . ] 

DOOR - BROOM ACRO S S  - S TOP S WI T CH OR EVIL SPIRI T  
107 9 2 . Keep de wi t ches o u t  
(How do you d o  that ? )  

i t  across de do ' .  Da t ' s  
(What will that d o ? ) 

Jes ' t ake de b ro om an ' p u t  
all ah know ' b o u t  d e  b ro om .  

D a t  w i l l  keep d e  evi l  s p i r i t s  away . 
(And the wi t ches out . )  

Yes s i r . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1269) , 2147 : 6 . ] 
10 7 9 3 . T ake a b ro om ,  or ei ther a h o r s e shoe , an ' put i t  up ovah yore do ' .  

Take a b ro om yo ' know an ' nai l i t  c r o s sway s  yore do ' ,  keep wi t ches out . 
(Where do you p u t  i t , down on 
the f l o o r  o r  what ? )  

DOOR - NAI L BROOM ACRO S S  - OR HORS E SHOE OVER 
TO KEEP OUT WI T CHE S - OR TO GE T RI D OF VI S I TOR 

THROW A POD OF PEPPER INTO FI RE 

Lay i t  right down by de do ' , on 
de flo ' . 
(What will that d o ? ) 
Dat will keep ' em out . O r  ei
ther , i f  a p e r s on come in yore 

house an ' yo ' don ' want ' em dere , yo ' kin t ake 
de fiah , an ' make dem g o . 

a pod o f  peppah an ' th row i t  in 

(Jus t burn the pepper while they are in the house o r  a f t e r  they leave ? )  
Whi l e  dey in y o re hous e . [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 6 7 ) , 2651 : 10 . ] 
107 9 4 . De b ro om? Well all ah know whut dey kin [ do ]  wi t a b ro om ,  like i f  a 

per son would come in your p lace and you didn ' t wan t dem dere , dey put de b ro om 
b ehin ' de do ' .  I s  dat whut chure talking ab out ? 

DOOR - STAND BROOM BEHIND - BRUSH UP 
AFTER SWEEP ING PERS ON OUT 

(No , how do they do that ? )  
Dey j e s t  - l ike you ' d  come in , dey could 
sweep yore t rack when you come out - sweep 
y o ' out . Den dey put dat b ro om ,  t urn i t  

up behin ' d e  do ' , an '  when you walk in , you can ' t s t ay .  Dat me an s , j e s t  a s  yo ' 
come in , sweep l ike dat and s e t  de b ro om up b ehin ' de do ' . Yo ' g o t t a  go out . 

(You sweep when ? When they come in or after they go ou t ? ) 
When dey g o , see . 
(And they won ' t come b ack again . ) 

Yo ' sweep in ' dey t racks out . Je s t  as dey g o , sweep dem out . [ Mob i le , Ala . , 
( 663) , 8 7 2 : 2 . ] 

10 7 9 5 . Put a p e r s on in b ad luck , yo ' t ake de b ro om an ' sweep him down eve ry 
morning . 

(How do you 
Jes ' t ake -

down . Put him 

do that ? ) 
leave him s t and up 
in all de wo r s t e s t 

in de house an ' t ake yore b ro om an ' sweep him 
luck in de world . Or l e t  s omeb ody sweep ' c r o s s  

DOWN - T O  SWEEP - O R  ACRO S S  FE ET - BAD LUCK 
yore foo t s  [ fee t ] wi t a b room , dat 
de s ame thing . [ B runsw i ck , Ga . , 
( 1182) , 1994 : 10 . ] 

DOWN - SWEEP P ERS ON 

FEET SWEPT BY BROOM - YOU LEAVE HOME 

107 9 6 . T ake new b room and sweep 
you down , you will b e  lucky . [ Mem
phi s , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 1 5 7 2 : 11 . ] 
107 97 . Dey say , dat i f  a person 
sweep yore f e e t  with a b ro om ,  that 

yo ' wou ld leave home . 
( 1064) , 1 7 2 3 : 8 . ] 

[ Fo r  sweeping fee t  a lso see JAIL late r . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
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107 9 8 .  Dat ' s  another thing to move a man or move a woman . Put dat [ b room ]  
down b y  yore fireplace dere an ' let i t  s t ay dere every night fo ' nine nigh t s  yo ' 

FIREPLACE - PUT BROOM ACRO S S  9 NIGHTS TO RID SELF 
OF UNWANTED MAN OR WOMAN - BEFORE THAT - TRY TO 
GIT HI S OR HER GARMENT - TIE IT ON TO BROOM IN 
7 KNOTS NEAR BRUSH PART - KEEP DOWN TO 9 MORNINGS 

put it dere . Put dat down 
crossways , cross yore fire
place , an ' den yo ' - befo ' 
yo ' do dat dough . if  yo ' kin 
be for tunate enough to git a 
piece of dere garment or 

sompin like dat , an '  tie i t  onto dat broom in seven knots , down next to  de bushy 
part o f  i t , an ' let i t  s tay down dere nine mornings .  Put dat in n ine nights . 
Dey travelin ' .  Yo ' be dis contented where yo ' [ he ]  at . About de tenth morning 
he goin ' leave dere , yo ' see . 

Dat ' s  one way ah ' ve heard ab out de b room . Dat ' ll run him . Move yo ' either 
away from yore t own or agains t yore success - s omepin like dat . 

(Who would do that? The woman would do that or the man? ) 
E ither one . 
( S omebody living in the same house or j us t  living in the t own? ) 
I n  de town - either way . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1138) , 1854 : 3 . ] 
107 99 . Git some sut [ soo t ]  out de fireplace an ' mix i t  with s alt , an ' when 

he goes out , take it an ' throw it behin ' him , an ' git  de b room an ' sweep i t , an '  

FIREPLACE - SOOT FROM - MIX WITH SALT 
THROW BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON - SWEEP 

TELL HIM " GO GOD DAMN YO ' "  _____ , _, 

FRONT TO BACK OF HOUSE OR BUS INE S S  PLACE 
SWEEP TO B RING IN CUSTOMERS 

tell him tuh go , " Go , God damn yo ' . " 
( That ' s  for a woman to  make a man go 
away and s t ay away . )  [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
( 1101 ) , 1 7 7 5 : 1 6 . ] 
10800 . When yo ' sweep de flo ' always 
s tart at de fron t an ' sweep yore trash 
on b ackwards .  Don ' t nevah carry 
[ sweep ] i t  out de front . 
( That will bring in cus tomers ? )  
[ Cus tomers or good b usine s s  were men

tioned before present recording began ; I am not asking a leading ques tion . ] 
Dat brings in cus tomers ,  see , cause dat sweeps de cus tomers in inst ead o f  

sweepin ' ' em away from yo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 4 2 ) , 211 2 : 1 2 . ] 

HANDLE - STAND BROOM ON 
IN RIGHT CORNER OF HO USE FOR LUCK 

10801 . Keep de b room , de par t  chew sweep 
wit , let it s tand up an ' be in de right cor
ner of yore house . Dat ' s  lucky fo ' yo ' .  
(What do you mean , the righ t  corner o f  the 
hous e ? ) 
Jes ' lak yo ' come in , de righ t s ide o f  de 

hous e . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 0 ) , 2 140 : 1 2 . ] 
10802 . Yo ' take a b room . A b room is a concern , j es ' say fo ' instance . yo ' 

vorkin ' wit someone , yo ' know , an ' dey smar t or s ompin lak dat , an ' yo ' j es '  

BIT PERSON INTENTIONALLY WITH BROOM 
CAUSES HIT PERSON BAD LUCK 

haul off  an ' hit  ' em wit de b room. Dat 
will make a person have bad luck . Put 
b ad luck on dem. Dey ' ll ei ther git fi ' ed  
[fired from his work ] o r  sompin vi1l ._._ 

pen t o  him .  [ For hit ting person with broom , al so see JAIL margin t itle UDder 
BROOM later . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 29 ) , 2 7 34 : 3 . ] 

10803 . You get you some cinnamon and sugar . All righ t . You sweep . � 
you go to sweep , don ' t sweep your dirt outs ide , you sweep your dirt � [�) 
the building . And you get this cinnamon and sugar and put it ia tbe ..aer. aDd 
you scrub your floor . And then when you get through s crubb ing that floGr. you 
just take - get you some oil of clover . S ee , you buy some oil of � at the 
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INSIDE DI RT OF HOUSE - NEVER SWEEP OUT - SWEEP IN 
THEN SCRUB FLOOR WITH CINNAMON AND SUGAR IN WATER 
AND WITH OIL OF CLOVER AND BOTTLE OF BEER IN WATER 
SPRINKLE FROM FRONT DOOR THROUGH HOUSE TO THE BACK 

drug s tore and you put water 
in there [ s crub bucket ] and 
you put a bot tle of  b eer 
mixed in with i t . 
(Bottle of beer ? )  

you takes - s t art  at the front door and you sprinkle 
the place . and your place will b e  packed . 

Bot tle o f  beer . yes . And 
it  all the way b ack into 

(The place will be packed ? )  
Yes . sir . your place will b e  packed with peop le . all through the day . [ New 

Orleans . La . 1 ( 82 3 ) 1 119 1 : 6 . ] 
10804 . Ah ' d knowed a li t t le girl . Bet ty . ovah heah ' cross town . One morning 

she was sweeping up - little girl ab out six years old - an ' her s i s t er come by 

JAIL - YOU WILL GO TO - IF  HIT BY BROOM 
an ' she hit her wit de b room . An ' JD 
he come by dere an ' dey hi t him wi t de 
b room .  Mis s  Kat e  said . "Dat ' s  b ad 

luck . "  [ she ] says . "you shouldn ' t  hit dat g al wi t dat b room . Betty . "  [ she ] says . 
" ah ' m  goin ' whupp yo ' . " [ How do you punctuate this sort of  dis continuity ! ]  An ' 
by  twelve ' clock dey had both o f  ' em in j ail . [Waycross . Ga • •  ( 10 6 6 ) 1 1 7 2 5 : 11 . ] 

10805 . Take fo ' ins t ance i f  I am sweeping de house an ' yo ' s hould happen t uh 
pas s by an ' ah tet ch chew wi t de b room . or  hit  chew wi t d e  b room . why dat ' s  
reason dat chew ' ll git in j ail . [ St .  Petersburg . Fla .  1 (after 9 7 3 ) 1 1589 : 1 . ] 

JAIL - BROOM HITTER AVOIDS - I F  VICTIM FALLS DOWN 
10806 . If anybody hits  you 
wi th a b room . you [hit ter ] 
go to j ail . if  its  a b room . 

b ut if  you spill ' em [ person hit f alls down . you won ' t go t o  j ail ] . [New Or

JAIL - TO SWEEP OVER PERSON ' S  FOOT SENDS TO 
leans . La . 1 ( 87 7 ) 1 144 2 : 3 . ] 
10807 . I f  yo ' t ake a b room an ' 
yo ' sweep ovah a p er s on ' s foot . 

dat ' s  b ad luck . says yo ' ll go tuh j ail . [Wilson . N .  Car . 1 ( 1 4 7 5 ) 1 2 6 54 : 19 . ] 
10808 . Yo ' kin hit a person three times wi t a b room . sweepin'  lak yo ' sweep-

in'  out dis [ room ] an ' ah ' m  heah 1 an ' yo ' wanta put me into t roub le . An ' yo ' 

3 TIME S  SWEPT BY BROOM SENDS YOU TO JAIL 
j es '  sweepin ' till yo ' g i t  to me an ' 
j es '  hit  me three t imes wit de b room . 
goin ' an ' comin ' .  In two hours or 

three hours aftah dat ah ' ll be in j ail . [ New Orleans . La.  1 ( 15 6 6 ) 1 2 8 7 1 : 2 . ] 
10809 . I f  a person s trike a person wit a b room . say fo ' nine t imes . yo ' goin ' 

t uh  j ail . I f  yo ' kin j es '  go an ' - see . j es '  lak acciden tly . brush a person . yo ' 
know make it  a hab i t  o f  

9 TIMES - STRIKE PERSON WITH BROOM - T O  PUT I N  JAIL doin ' dat 1 dat fellah ' s  
goin ' t uh  j ail . or dat 

woman ' s goin ' tuh j ail . [Way cross . Ga • •  (1116 ) 1 1 7 9 3 : 5 . ] 
10810 .  Yo ' kin t ake a 

JAIL - BROOM TAKEN INTO - BRINGS MORE PRISONERS 
JAILER BUYS BROOM - SENDS TO PERSON WANTED IN JAIL 

b room in j ail . dey says dat 
aroun ' in j ail . an ' b ring 
mo ' cus t omers [ p risoners ] .  
(They b uy the b room? ) 

de brOCJIIl. 
someone out 
[ keeper? ] .  
2654 : 19 . ] 

1081 1 .  

Yes 1 de ' [ p risoners ] b uy 
See 1  have someone else [buy i t ]  yo ' know 1 probably de keepers . Have 

dere dey want [ to ]  g ive i t  t o .  Dey wil l  b uy dat b room from him 
S ay dat wi l l  b ring de p eop les to de j ail . [Wi l s on . N .  Car . 1 ( 1 4 7 5) 1 

If yo ' in j ail 1 t ake a b room - an ' yo ' git in j ail . If  yo ' in j ail  
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an ' s omeone out chere yo ' don ' like , yo ' kin jump de broom in j ail  an ' call dere 

JUMP THE BROOM IN JAIL - CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 
WITHIN 48 HOURS PERSON NAMED WILL BE JAILED 

broom ]  j es '  ho l '  de b ro om an ' j ump ovah it , 
right ovah it , call dere name . 

names , an ' it  won ' be 48  hours fo ' 
dey be  right  in dere in j ail . 
(How do you mean , jump the broom? ) 
See [demons trates wi th imaginary 

j es ' hol ' it in yore han ' an ' j ump 

[Author explains demons tration for microphone . ]  
(Like this : s tretch your hand out and ho ld the broom [ end of  handle ] .  Then 

you j ump right  over the b room . ) 
Hol ' it  an ' j ump righ t through dere . S ee [ informan t demons trates ] dat ' s  ovah 

de broom ,  see . I f  yo ' call dere name , dey cain ' t he ' p  from comin ' dere . 
( That will make them come to j ail? ) 
Yes . [ B room ]  whut chew sweep de floor wit . Dey have tub come dere . [ Some

where in HOODOO is a s imi lar ri te from Wilmington , N .  Car . ] [ S umter , S .  Car . , 
( 1 3 6 7 ) , 2 42 0 : 6 . ] 

10812 . I f  she wan ta gi t rid o f  him ,  don ' t want him tub come b ack , j es '  sweep 
de house . When he go out de do ' ,  j es ' sweep de dirt out behin ' him an ' kick it  

KICK THE DIRT YOU SWEEP OUT 3 TIMES AFTER 
HE LEAVES THROUGH DOOR - USE INCANTATIONS 

three time , an ' tell him tub go away -
keep his spirit away . Kick i t  three 
time an ' j es '  say ,  " Go away , "  an ' j eri 
sweep i t  on out de do ' . Jes ' sweep 

de dirt righ t on behin ' his foot o f f  de do ' , an ' tell him tub go away , an ' his 
min ' will finally [ tell him to s tay away ] . 

(Jus t kick i t  up in the air three times . That makes him s tay away . )  [ S umter , 
S .  Car . , ( 1 340) , 2 31 7 : 2 . ] 

1081 3 . Yo ' know if yo ' 
s omp in like dat , an ' can ' t 

don ' t want a person round yore place o f  business  or 
keep ' em way from dere an ' want ' em away from dere , 

it ' s  like ah firs t s aid . Whensom-
KI CK THE DIRT YOU SWEEP OUT 3 TIMES AFTER 
HE LEAVES THROUGH DOOR - USE INCANTATIONS 
LEND NO MATCHES  FROM HOUSE UNTIL YOU SWEEP 

evah he come to yore house , sweep 
out behin ' ' em ,  out de gate [ through 
door and all way out through gate ] . 
An '  don ' t le t no matches go outa 

yore hous e atall , till yo ' gi t to sweep 
ah heard about matches . 

behin ' dis person . Dat ' s  de only thing 

[ Sweeping behind a person is common , but to the present ri te a wi tchcraf t ele
ment has been added with the matches . To  make your counter spell work , you mus t 
no t lend anything to a person who may be  a wi tch or at leas t has a spell o f  any 
kind over you . In other words the departing man o f  this present ri te could break 
the woman ' s  kicking and incantations by success fully borrowing something from her 
house . Matches could also lend a sexual twi s t  to the present ri te . ] [Waycross , 

NAIL BROOM - BRUSH PART UP - AGAINST WALL NEXT TO 
RIGHT S I DE O F  MAIN DOOR ENTERING HOUSE - DO THIS 
AFTER UNWANTED PERSON LEAVES - HE NEVER RETURNS 

I 
don ' t sweep out , yo ' take dat broom an ' nail it  up 
do ' dis way [ demons trates ] when yo ' come in . 

Ga . , ( 116 1 ) , 19 3 7 : 2 . ) 
10814 . Well , now yo ' take de 
b room - j es '  lak ah ca.e to 
yore hous e an ' yo ' don ' t  vant 
me dere no mo ' .  We11 . if yo ' 

ovah de corner [ side] of de 

(Lay i t  to the righ t of the door when [where ] you come in? )  
Yeah , nail i t  up ; see , caugh t it  up lak dat [ demons trates ] .  
(You nail i t  agains t the wall wi th the b rush part up , to keep thea � �ng 

back there again . )  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1261) , 2 144 : 2 . ] 
10815 . [ They ] say ,  take a bran ' -new b room an ' set  it  b ehin ' de bed. an '  write 
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NEW BROOM - WRITE ON HANDLE NAME OF MAN SHE WANTS 
SET BROOM - BRUSH PART UP - BEHIND BED 

tuh be with - wri te his name on dat b room an ' turn 
up behin ' de bed . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat draws de person in de hous e .  

a person ' s name on it . An '  
say dat whomsomever dat she 
wants tuh come dere - j es '  
like it ' s  a man dat she wants 

it b o t tom upwards an ' set it 

(Turn this b room with the brush part up . 
the top part ? )  

You wri te the name on the handle o r  

On d e  handle . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 53) , 85 5 : 1 . ] 
1081 6 . Yo ' take a new b room ,  yo ' see . Yo ' take a new b room ,  i f  yo ' go move 

in a house , an '  always have a new b ro om an ' have a loaf o f  b read an ' a box of  

NEW BROOM - NEW LOAF OF BREAD - NE� BOX OF SALT 
WHEN YOU MOVE INTO ANOTHER HOUSE - NEVER LEAVE 
OLD BROOM WHEN YOU LEAVE - IT ' S  UNLUCKY FOR YOU 

salt . An '  i t ' s  lucky , a new 
b room ,  if yo ' sweep yore hous e .  
An '  nevah tuh go , tuh g o  [ to ]  
work an ' leave i t  [when you 
move ] . Nob ody wi ll have i t , 

b ecaus e it wi ll b ring evil into de hous e .  A new b room .  [ Algiers , La . , ( 1602 ) , 
302 4 : 6 . ]  

1081 7 . Well ,  yo ' take b lues tone an ' saltpeter an ' yo ' sp rinkle i t  into de 
floo r an ' den yo ' leave it dere . Yo ' put dat together an ' yo ' burn i t . See , 

9 TIMES - SWEEP ASHES OF BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER 
BURNED IN HOUSE 9 MORNINGS - MAKES PEOPLE MOVE 

yo ' burn dat together . An '  
de next mo rning yo ' git up 
an ' sweep nine times , fo ' 
nine mo rnings , see . An '  dem 

people be  gone ' way from dat p lace . Dey can ' t s tay dere . 
( In other words , if  I am living in a house , and s omebody comes in there and 

b urns this b luestone and saltpeter , it  would make me move out of  the house . )  
Make you move out . 
(Well , then I would have to sweep this [ thes e ]  ashes nine times fo r nine 

mo rnings , sweep it out of the house . )  
Jes t sweep to de s tep s fo ' nine mornings an ' yo ' can ' t s t ay dere . [ S t . 

Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1018) , 1648 : 4 . ] 
10818 . I f  yo ' us e yore own b room to sweep yo re hous e an ' [ s omebody ] els e ' s  

that ' s  a little  b ad luck on that . An '  don ' t sweep yo re yard wi t de same b room 

OWN BROOM - ALWAY S SWEEP YOUR HOUSE WITH 
A BORROWED BROOM GIVE S  BAD LUCK 

REVER USE SAME BROOM TO SWEEP HOUSE AND YARD 

yo ' sweep yore house wi th . Dey 
say that ' s  b ad luck . They always 
s ay that if  a person use de same 
b room to sweep de hous e wi th an ' 
dey use the same b ro om to sweep 

de yard with , that brings about a li t t le 
burg � Fla . , ( 98 3 ) , 1591 : 8 . ] 

difficulty wit de family . [ S t . Peters-

10819 . Yo ' use b lack peppah when dey comin ' to yo re hous e ,  an ' as dey go out 
use black peppah an ' salt an ' yo ' throw it behin ' ' em .  An' den yo ' git a b room 

PEPPER - BLACK - THROW OUT WHEN YOU SEE UNWANTED 
GUEST APP ROACHING DOOR - AFTER GUEST LEAVES 

TBBOV BLACK PEPPER - SALT - BUCKET OF CLEAR WATER 

an ' yo ' sweep out de do ' dey 
goes , an ' git a clear bucket 
of watah [bucket of clear no t 
s crubbing water ] an ' throw i t  
b ehin ' ' em .  Throw de wat ah 

right out in de s t reet right 
vatah right behin ' ' em .  

(What will that do then ? ) 

aftah dey go out de do ' ; throw a clear bucket o f  
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Dat will keep ' em away . D a t  drives ' em away from yore hous e .  [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 15 7 7 ) , 2906 : 2 . ] 

10820 . Say he come in - dis yore house heah - he come in heah . When he 
leave out , yo ' sprinkle s ome sal t right  out b ehin ' him an ' take yore broom an '  

sweep i t  out . Dey tell me dat ' s  
SALT BEHIND DEPARTING VI S ITOR - SWEEP IT OUT migh ty good t uh keep him away . 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1983 : 4 . ] 
S UNDOWN - AFTER 10821 . Yo ' kin take a broom, dey 

UNLUCKY TO SWEEP TRASH FROM HOUSE says it ' s  bad luck tub sweep trash 
out de  house af t ah de sun goes 

down . [Wilson , N.  Car . , ( 14 7 5) , 2654 : 20 . ] 
1082 2 . To make a husband an ' wife b e  cross wi th one another all de t ime  -

look like dey j es '  can ' t git along - de lady mi ght use de b room on sweepin ' off 
de table  an ' dat ' ll cause 

TABLE - SWEEP OFF WITH BROOM - CONFUSION IN HOUSE 

be cross wi t one another . Well , anybody oughtn ' t  
peop le wull do i t  ' cuse ah ' ve s een ' em do it . 

(Who would sweep the table  with the b room? ) 
De lady , de man ' s  wif e .  
(Well , what would she d o  that for? ) 
Dat easy cleaning de table , ah reckon. 

confusion ' tween her an '  her 
husband . Seemed like dey ' d  

tuh do dat , but s omet imes 

[This may not b e  the floor b room but the hand b room I describ e  elsewhere : 
long slender twigs , reeds or grass b ent t ogether and t ied wi th same material 
jus t  b elow b end - ab out two feet long . ] 

( Sweep ing the table  o f f  with the b room will cause confusion in the house . )  
[ Thi s  is  merely my comment for the microphone . ]  [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  (1133) , 

1841 : 1 . ] 
2 BROOMS IN BED - NAMED HIM AND HER 
!HEN CROS S THEM - TO BRING HIM BACK 

1082 3 .  T o  b ring b ack man , woman lays two 
b rooms in their , his and her former b ed , 
name one for  him and one for her , then 

crosses the b rooms . [Washingt on ,  D . C . , ( 6 30a) , 8 1 2 : 5 . ] 
10824 . I f  someone in yore hous e an ' yo ' want s ' em tuh leave or ei thah s t ay ,  

yo ' lay dat b room down in d e  flo ' an ' let  dem walk ovah dat b room an ' i f  yo ' 
vant ' em tuh leave , yo ' take i t  tuh de no ' th side of yore room an ' set it  up 

UP OR DOWN - STAND BROOM - ACCORDING TO PURPOSE 
VICfiM MUST WALK OVE R BROOM LYING ON FLOOR 
STAND BROOM ON NORTH SIDE OF ROOM OR HOUSE : 
ll' HE I S  NEVE R TO RETURN - STAND BRUSH PART DOWN 
IF TO RETURN OCCASIONALLY - STAND BRUSH PART UP 

wi t de sweep in ' part down , 
an ' dey ' ll j is '  leave al l de 
way round . Dey won ' t come 
round dere any mo ' • • • •  
An ' j is '  lak if  yo ' want ' em  
tuh s tay , well , yo ' know , tub 
come roun ' yo ' very often , yo ' 

se� i t  up wit de sweep in ' part 
kDav ,  at chure house ;  come an ' 
lio dat . 

up , an ' dey ' ll often come tuh look aroun ' , yo ' 
s ee yo ' [ i f ] anything dey kin do fo ' yo ' , dey ' ll 

(This is on the north s ide of the house? ) 
Yeah , it mus t  b e  on de no ' th side of  de house . [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 

1S23 : 1 . ] 
10825 . De s t raws of de b room .  Well , j es '  take a piece of  de straw aa' pa£ 

�� underneath yore haid an ' dat ' ll make yo ' have b ad luck . [ Florence , S .  Car. , 

IIOOMSTRAW 1 - UNDERHEAD IN BED - UNLUCKY 
(1323)  t 2 2 6 8 : 6 . ] 
1082 6 .  Put 2 b roomstraas erossaays 
[make cross with 2 braa.s�r..a] over 
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door and sweep b ehind , for unwelcome vis itor . [For 2 b rooms traws cross ed and 
buried to b e  walked over in the tob acco fi elds near Wilson , N .  Car . , see No . l 758 , 

v . l . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
BROOMSTRAWS 2 - CROSSED OVER DOOR - SWEEP BEHIND ( 969 ) , 1569 : 10 . ] 

108 2 7 . Take three s traws 
BROOMSTRAWS 3 - THROW BROOM OVER LEFT SHOULDER - WISH out of a broom and throw 

it [b room] acros s yore 
make yore wi s h .  Y o ' 1 1  git left shoulder b ackwards . Throw it b ack o f f  yo ' and 

dat wish . [Mob ile , Ala . , 9 6 3 : 9 . ] 
108 2 8 .  I t ' s  like my husb and and I i s  s eparated .  I would take f our s traws 

of the broom and he came home , I put ' em b efore the door . He comes in [ over the 
4 brooms traws ] and he ' ll never l eave . · 

(All you got to do , j us t  t ake f our s traws from 
the broom? ) 

BROOMSTRAWS 4 - BEFORE DOOR 
MAN WALKING OVER NEVER LEAVES 

Four s traws of  the broom ,  before [ in front o f ] 
the door . 
(And he won ' t leave any mor e .  I s ee . ) [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 7 91) , 110 3 : 8 . ] 

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - OVER DOOR 
TO KEEP HUSBAND HOME 

10829 . Ah heard dat chew take nine s traws an ' 
lay i t  up ovah yore husb an ' s haid t o  make him , 
yo ' know , s tay home . 
(Nine s traws o f  what ? )  
O f  a b room. Lay ' em up ovah de do ' so dat he 

could walk in an '  out undah ' em .  S ays , now y o ' keep ' em dere so he ' ll s tay 
home . [Fayet tevill e ,  N .  Car . , ( 1 391) , 2 9 9 8 : 3 . ] 

1083 0 .  Take de brooms traws an ' name ' em an ' put ' em undah de  do ' s teps , an ' 
dat will keep a man from goin ' o f f . He go o f f  but he ' l l come b ack . Put ' em out 
dere undah de b ack of de s t ep s  where he goes by ever ' mawnin ' .  

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - NAME MAN TELLING STRAWS WHAT TO DO 
WHILE PUTTING THEM UNDER STEPS HE MUST WALK OVER 

yo ' talkin ' tuh ' em ,  yo ' know , whut chew want ' em 
s on ,  N .  Car . , ( 149 9 ) , 2 6 67 : 2 0 . ] 

1 0 8 31 .  Well , i f  yo ' want s omebody tuh come in 
de time , yo ' gi t chew a s traw out of a b room. I f  

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - OUTSIDE THE HOUSE - T O  MAKE GUEST 
ENTER FRONT DOOR - FOR MAN - ADD HIS HAT BOW 
FOR WOMAN - INCLUDE HER FOOT TRACK - SPECIAL 

GOOD REASONS WHY PERSONS MUST NOT ENTER BACK DOOR 

dey will j es '  come in de front do ' all de time . 

(What do you name them? ) 
Name dem de  man ' s  name or 
whoevah it is go in ' o f f . 
(Each s t raw you name the 
s ame man? ) 
No , yo ' name ' em j es '  lak 

tuh do an ' ever ' thing . [Wil-

de s ame do ' of yore hous e all 
it ' s  a man , git de b ow out o f  

h i s  hat ; if  it ' s  a woman , 
j es '  take one of her tracks . 
An '  take dat s traw an ' s t i ck 
nine s traws around yore front , 
an ' dey [man or  woman ] won ' t 
nevah come in yore b ack do ' , 

(Well , what do you do wi th that s tuff that you get from them? Where do you 
put that ? )  

Put that ? Y o ' put i t  with de s traws . I f  i t ' s  a man , yo ' take an ' put one up 
ovah de do ' - s ee , one o f  dem s traws . Y o ' d  have tuh have nine s traws f rom yore 
broom ,  yo ' unders tand . An ' i f  i t ' s  a man , yo ' take one [brooms traw ]  wi th de b ow 
of his hat an ' s t ick i t  up de do ' . I f  i t ' s  a woman , j es '  take her track an ' 
where yo ' put dis  s t raw ,  put s ome of  dat dirt right down aside o f  dat [ foot  trac� 
right round in front o f  yore hous e .  An '  dey coming dataway all de time . 
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(Well , why don ' t you want them to come into the house any o ther way b ut that? ) 
Well , dat ' s  in case a man got a woman an ' she mes s in '  wi th anothah man , an ' 

she kin always have him tub go out de b ack do ' .  S ee , make him c ome in de f ront 
do ' an' he kin go right on out de b ack do ' .  Have it locked an ' he won ' t  nevah 
go to de f ront do ' - s ee , nowhere b ut d e  f ront do ' . [ Fayet teville . N . Car . , 
(139 8) , 2519 : 11 . ) 

108 3 2 .  And then you t ake a card , playing cards , you s ee ; you know , l ike you 
[picture o f  man : j ack or king ] . 

(P laying card s ? ) 
Yes . Well , you t ake him out and you ' l l turn him up b ehind your b ed ,  you 

unders t and . 
(Behind your b ed ,  yes . )  
Behind de head o f  your b ed on de s ame s ide that you [ man] s leep s . Now , this 

is a woman fer a man , and then on de other s ide , he kin do de woman de s ame way , 

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - IF YOU WANT RUNAWAY MATE BACK 
THIS SHOULD BE DONE BY PERSON WHO CAN RUN CARDS 
MAN CHOOSES QUEEN - WOMAN CHOOSES JACK OR KING 
TACK THIS CARD BEHIND YOUR PLACE IN BED - HEAD UP 
BACK OF CARD TO BED - FACE OUT - TALK TO PI CTURE 
EVERY MORNING - OFFER IT FOOD - DRINK - SAY GOOD 
THINGS ABOUT ABS ENT PERSON - DO THIS 9 MORNINGS 
THE PERSON SOON RETURNS - STRAWS FROM A NEW BROOM 

you s ee [ he uses f emale card ] .  
And you ' ll put it there and 
then you ' l l t ake a b room what 
you have never swept with . I 
mean a new b room. You git 
nine s traws out o f  that . And 
then you ' ll t alk to him every 
morning . Everything you eat , 
you f eed him and s ay s  good 
thing s  ab out him .  Don ' t  say 

anything harsh . And he ' l l b e  compelled to come 
{What card do you t ake out o f  that deck? ) 
Take de card that run for you. 

home t o  you.  

{Oh , you have to run the cards ? )  
Yeah , now like you might run a spade . You might run a diamond . You might run 

a heart . You might run in a j ack and you might run in a king , you s ee .  
( I  s ee . ) 
Well ,  you t ake de card that run f o r  you . 
(And you put that up b ehind your b ed - ups ide down , you s ay? ) 
Oh , no ! Don ' t  turn dat ups ide down . You nail it  b ehind your b ed .  Like I 

lays on de right s ide o f  de b ed ,  well , you nail it  on de right s ide o f  de b ed .  
(Behind the b ed? ) 
Yeah , b ehind de b ed ,  out o f  s earch f rom everyone . No one knows it b ut you. 

You do that to yoursel f .  No one sees  it . 
( I s  the f ace agains t the b ed o r  the f ace out ? ) 
The f ace i s  out . No , the f ace is  out . The b ack of  de card is agains t de bed . 

And you f eed that with everything that you eat . Even now , like you would ge t 
wate r - j us t  like you was really f eeding him s ure enuf f .  And you t alks sweet 
things - like you ' po lo giz ing , you know . 

( I  s ee ,  to  this card? ) 
Yeah , to  that card , f o r  ninr mornings and he will b e  f orced t o  come back .  As 

to the woman [ if a man is working this rite ] she ' ll b e  forced t o  come back. 
[Richmond , V a . , ( 431) , 385 : 3  & 5+85 . ]  

108 3 3 . Whensomevah yo ' want a j ob ,  
Yo ' know it ' s  s ompin dey call b uckeyes 

yo ' kin t ake one of dese heah buckeyes . 
dat grow in de woods , s ome kinda thing 

� - HOLD IN HAND - SQUEEZE - SEEKING JOB 
dey call de b uckeye . AD '  yo' 
kin t ake s ome  of dat . cake bit 
an ' put it in yore pocket. 

ID1e [hold ) i t  in yore hand an ' s queeze it  in yore hand when yo ' go look fo ' a 
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j ob ,  any kinda favo r . D ey ' l l nevah deny yo ' .  While yo ' talkin ' , hal ' dat buck
eye in yore hand ; yo ' know , squeeze i t  t i ght an ' talk to dem , an ' dey won ' deny 
yo ' fa ' yo ' j ob ,  whats omevah yo ' go dere fa ' .  [ Way cro s s , Ga . , ( 1 09 3 ) , 1 7 6 1 : 1 1 . ] 

1 0 8 3 4 . Yo ' go to s omeb ody an ' yo ' g i t  a l i t t le ole s omp in dey calls a b u ck-
eye , an ' yo ' t o t e  dat in yore p o cke t . S ew i t  up in a l i l ' s ack . An ' yo ' go to 

BUCKEYE IN BAG - CARRY - " FEED" HEARTS COLOGNE - JOB 
de drug s to '  an ' gi t s ome 
Heart Co logne an ' po ' dat 
on dere , an ' j e s '  go an ' 

ask fa ' a j ob an ' he g i t  chew a j ob .  [ S umte r ,  S .  C ar . , ( 13 7 8 ) , 2 44 8 : 5 . ] 
10 8 3 5 . Dere ' s  a ro o t  dey call de li t t le buckroo t .  I t  grows ri ght s trai ght 

down dere an '  have sort o f  a fork down dere an ' grows down . I f  yo ' kin g i t  dat 

BUCKROOT - CALLED LITTLE B UCKROOT - ROOT A FORK 
STRAI GHT DOWN INTO GROUND - CARRY - CHEW P I ECE 
WHEN TALKING TO BOS S FO R JOB - HE 'LL YIELD TO YO ' 

an ' yo ' s  tuh tote dat an ' 
chew a p i e c e  o f  i t  when yo ' 
talkin ' wi th him [ b o s s ] - yo ' 
want a j ob - an ' look him 
right in de face an ' don ' 

look on de ground ; j e s '  look toward8 his hat , da t will s o f t en his mind , an ' he ' l l 
qui t  talkin ' tuh anyone else an '  look ri ght after yo ' .  An ' yo ' j es '  talk an ' 
tell him whut chew wan t , i f  yo ' pl eas e  do so-an ' - s o , whut yo ' wan t . An ' he ' l l 
yield to yo ' .  [ C oul d li t t le buckroot b e  the l i t t le buckeye = the red b uckeye , 
a shrub by s p e c i e s  o f  b u ckeye A es cu lus pavia o f  Southern U . S . A? ]  [ S umt e r , S .  
C ar . , ( 13 6 1) , 2 3 9 9 : 9 . ] 

1 0 8 3 6 .  I ' l l t e l l  you ano ther s t o ry I have he ard ; I heard a fellow 
fellow had killed a fellow and he couldn ' t  res t that night , and a man 

to take a bullet and to 

s ay .  Thi s 
told him 
take the 

BULLET : OF S I LVER [ HERE TINFO I L ] LAYS GHO ST s t e e l  p ar t  out of the bull e t , and 
let that powder s t ay in the re . And 

take s ome s i lver p aper [ tinfo i l ] and p ack in i t  and whenever he s een this s p i ri t 
[ o f the man he had kill e d ]  sho o t  i t  wi th his p i s tol and he would neve r s e e  i t  
again . [ I  vaguely rememb er thi s man , a mature b e llboy a t  the ho tel in P e ters
burg , Vir gini a ,  where my wi fe and I s t opp e d  from the nigh t  after leaving Old 
P o int Comfo r t . Thi s was in 19 3 6 .  P revious ly ,  in the margin t i t l e  at the b o t tom 
o f  p . XI X , v . l  o f  HOODOO , I thought we had spent that night at the o l d  J e f ferson 
Ho tel in Richmond . Ac tual ly we did not s t op at Ri chmond on this trip but from 
P e t ersburg continued on to Frede ricksburg where we had luncheon next day and I 
me t my future cont act man Carter for the firs t time . I t  was then I arranged 
wi th him for my re turn to collect at Frede r i cksburg . That a f t e rnoon we cont inued 
on to Warrenton , where that night I interviewed a wai te r . By the way , the b ell
b o y  at P e te rsburg was No . 3 3 ,  and the b ul l e t  s t o ry was re corded on Ediphone cyl
inder No . 2 6 .  My ori ginal t rans crip t i on is a t t ached to thi s sheet on whi ch I am 
now wri ting . ] 

1 0 8 3 7 . Yes , s i r , a b u t t e rfly ro o t .  
in i t .  Yo ' kin b ring i t  t o  yere hous e .  

And you t ake that - yo ' know dere ' s  mi lk 

BUTTERFLY WEED - B REAK UP AND BURY AT DOOR 
TO KEEP AWAY AN UNWANTED VI S ITOR 

J e s t dig it up and b reak that up - b re ak 
i t , j e s t  pull de leave on it an ' s e e  
d e  mi lk drop . An ' yo ' [ t ake ] that 
and it s tings j es t  like de hous e i s  
b e come y o r e  [wo rd o r  s everal wo rds 

dropped = bet e  no ire , ob s es s i on , ho o s o o , e t c . ] .  Yo ' kin [ t ake ] that and b ury i t  
right out yonder t o  them s t eps an ' yo ' ain ' t nevah ga in ' come n o  furthe r .  You 
vanta come in de hous e but you cain ' t go [ in ] . You keep aga in ' b y .  Yo ' be comin ' 
by but yo • cain ' t come in . 

(You j ust bury i t  out in front o f  the s t eps ? )  
Yeah, jest take i t  and bury i t  there j e s t  s omewhere front o f  de s t eps o r  any-
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where whe re yo ' know h e  ain ' t nevah gain ' t o  raise his f o o t  up t o  come in . [ This 
is the common butterfly weed , a mi lkweed with showy orange flowers (Asclepias 
tuberosa) common to the eas tern U . S . A. ] [ S avannah , Ga . , (542) , 6 74 : 3 . ]  

10838 . I f  yo ' will s tew a buzzard down an ' yo ' wanta put i t  aroun ' some 
enemy ' s  do ' an '  bury it , an ' dey says that that pe rson then will b ecome sick an ' 

BUZZARD - STEW - BURY AT ENEMY DOOR - S I CK - DIE 

BUZZARD - RED-HEADED ONE - CUT OFF HEAD - BOIL 
BURY NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE  - BELOW TOP SOIL - LUCK 

he will die . [Waycross , Ga. , 
( 1 105) , 1 78 0 : 4 . ] 
10839 . About de vulture - d e  
buzzards . Ah heard dat chew 
could git de redhead buzzard 
an ' cut his head o f f , an '  boil 
it an ' git  his b rains , an '  put 

it in a cup or in anything , j es t  confine it  
top  soil ] an ' b ury i t . Said dat would give 

(Where do you bury that? ) 

an ' dig to de clay [ dig through the 
you luck . 

On de no ' th s ide of  de house . 
(Do they have any buz z ards around here ? )  
Dey had red [head ] buzzards heah , yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (116 2 ) , 1938 : 4 . ] 
10840 . Ah hear ' em s ay dat dey take a buzz ard aig . Yo ' git hit dey said 

an' yo ' heat it hot but no t cook i t , an ' yo ' could carry it  to a ce rtain plac e 

BUZZARD E GG - HEAT - WRITE ON NAME OF PERS ON 
BURY AT HIS DOOR - MOVES OR HAS NO SUCCE S S  THERE 

around a person ' s house , de 
do ' where dey vi s i t  around . 
An '  yo ' put dat - name it , 
yo ' see . Yo ' write dere name 

on it  an ' it ' ll either run ' em away from dere or dey nevah would have no success 
dere . Ah heard dat . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 1154) , 189 2 : 5 . ] 

BUZZARD FEATHER - BURY AT DOOR - DRIFT YO ' ' WAY 

BUZZARD FEATHERS - BURN FOR LUCK 

10841 . Taking a buzzard feath
er an ' bury it  to yore do ' s tep 
an ' dat ' ll dri f t  yo ' ' way -
make yo ' leave home . [Way
cros s , Ga . ,  ( 1 0 9 5 ) , 1 76 6 : 4 . ] 
1084 2 .  Git de buz zard feath-
ers . Burn dem all around yore 

place or  j es t  burn ' em in yore yard - anything . Now , dey are ve ry lucky . [Way
cros s , Ga . , ( 1148 ) , 187 3 : 8 . ] 

BUZZARD FEATHERS OVER DOOR - FOOLISH - WANDER 10843 . E f  ah wanta run yo ' crazy 
an ' ah don ' t like yo ' nohow , ah 

kin take a buz z ard ' s  feather . Ah ' ll go tuh yore house an ' ah ' ll take dat buz zard 
feather an '  ah ' l l ran ' em ' bout fur as yore do ' , an ' den yo ' ll git foolish , an ' 
wander aroun ' • 

(You j us t  put i t  over the door ? ) 
Uh-huh ovah de do ' . [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1435) , 2 601 : 10 . ] 
10844 . Wal , dey tell me yo ' kin take a feather out o f  a buzzard , yo ' know 

aae dose ole b one fe athers , an ' keep dat an ' yo ' cleans yore teeth . Scrub yore 
Eeeth . Dey s ay dat ' s  a perfect medicine to you . Dat ' s  all ah evah heard . Ah 

don ' t know no hoodOo aboa� 
BUZZARD FEATHER TOOTHBRUSH PRESERVES TEETH a buz z ard feather . 

(That ' s  t o  preserve ,aar 
teeth . ) [ St .  Pe�ersbar.l . 
Fla . , ( 1 031) , 1677:2 . ] 

-z:znD GREASE - ON BODY - FOR PHYSICAL CONDITION 1084 5 .  Dey tell .e yo '  kin 
kill a buzzard da� vay • yo '  

a.a. .  an '  cook him an ' g i t  his oil , yo ' know , an ' grease wit i t  da� vay ,  an '  yo ' 
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kin do most  any kinda thing dat chew wanta do . [ This usually means physi cal 
condit ion . ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1 0 6 9 ) , 1 7 3 0 : 11 . ] 

BUZZARD GREASE MAKES ENEMY TOO LIMBER 
1084 6 .  If someone is a enemy to yo ' -
dey wanta see yo ' linger or somep in -
yo ' kin use i t  fa ' dat , but ' scus in ' 

dat ah haven ' t  hear ' t  [heard ] . 
an ' yo ' give it  t o  ' em .  

Dey cook it  down to a oil , dat  buz zard grease , 

(How? ) 
In dey food or in water . 
(What will that do to them? ) 
An ' dey will come to be  limb er - in other words , 

use of  deyself [by becoming too limb er ! ] .  
dey wouldn ' t  L w 0uld ] lose de 

(Why would they do that ? )  
Why , j es t  lak i f  a person 

tuh do yo ' harm some way an ' 
' venge out dey would do so . 

1084 7 .  Ah learnt dat if  

had a grudge against yo ' o r  anything , if  dey wanted 
dat de onliest way . Anyway dey could git to git dey 
[Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1153) , 1 89 2 : 2 . ] 

a person kill a buz zard an ' j est  like if I had a 
friend - a wife o r  anything - an ' dey wants tu.h takE de "upper turns " of me an ' 

BUZZARD HAS ONE LUMP OF GREASE - RUB DROP OR TWO 
ON PERSON IN ANOTHER HOUSE WILL BREAK UP FAMILY 

t ake away from me , well dey 
kin kill a buz zard . Dey say 
a buz zard got one lump of  
grease in  him . Take dat  lump 

of  grease out an ' fry it an ' put it in a lit t le vial an ' keep it  around wit dem . 
An ' s ay ,  if ever occasion fa ' dey comin ' to mah house , dey kin take a drop or 
two an ' run in dere han ' , an ' when dey git to mah house , say if  dey kin git 
cla st  enough to mah folks to rub dey han ' on ' em ,  it will keep mah folks in 
confus ion , an ' dey ' ll have de influence of mah home . 

(They j ust  rub it  over their clo thes ? )  
Ovah de clo thes , head , anywhere . 
(That is  i f  someone is trying to break up you and your family . )  [Waycro ss , 

Ga . ,  ( 1 1 5 9 ) , 19 34 : 6 . ] 
1084 8 .  To  make ' em leave , if somebody is 

Well , if yo ' ve got anything with any of yore 
heah dat chew wanta git rid of  ' em .  
clo thes or anything , i f  ah kin git  

BUZZARD GREASE ON  PERSON ' S  CLOTHE S - TO SEND AWAY 
a buz zard or anything an ' 
kill him an ' git some of his 
greas e .  Lak i f  yore clo thes 

is hangin ' up dere [points to something ] ah ' ll take an ' run some o f  de grease 
maybe in yore clo thes . Rub it  under de arms of yore clo thes or somewhere near , 
round in heah [ demonstrates ] .  Yo ' couldn ' t  tell it  wuz on dere . 

(What will that do ? )  
Yo ' will leave home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 2 6 3 0 : 14 . ] 
10849 . I f  a person i s  s tuf f , yo ' know , an ' den dey maybe s ays [ let  us stay ] , 

dat dey has some lodes tone an ' dey had it  workin ' in dere first , see , but dat 

BUZZARD BURIED 3 DAYS - BUZZARD OIL IS MI GHTY HIGH 
AND RITE I S  MI GHTY WITH LODE STONE AND SILVER DOLLAR 

han ' [ o f  the body ] is too 
s t i f f  tuh feel de money 
when dat lodes tone draw it . 
[A piece of lodes tone band-

aged on hand before or while gamb ling . ]  Dey kill a buzzard an ' bury him three 
days [see v . l ,  p . 533 , line 34 ]  see . Den dey will cook dat buz zard an ' den dey 
git dat oil , strain dat oil , an ' j es '  lak when dey go out in de middle of de 
night , dey [ leave gamb ling room ] take dat buzzard oil an ' dey grease dere j o int s 
wit it , j es '  a lit tle , not much [se e  No . ll49 , p . 4 2 2 , v . l ]  j es '  grease . Af tah 
dey grease it , well dey come back in [ return to gambling room]  - grease all 
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around an ' grease b ack o f  de ears . An ' dat makes ' em soup-p Ze [ supple ] an '  dat 
makes ' em see whut come in [buz z ard has keen eyes ] . [While outside ] put lode
s tone in dere an ' take it an ' j es '  gi t dat skin up enough tuh put a piece ab out 
de size  of  a but ton righ t  in de re ! An ' den put a silver dollar on his tail ! 
An '  j es '  come in dat house  an ' j es '  take yore han ' lak dat • • •  

(What makes the hand s tiff , though ? )  
Ah dunno , s tiff  j oints . An ' dey wan ta be  soupp le , see , an ' dat buzzard oil 

is mighty high .  [ I f  this rite means what I think it does , there is nothing 
qui te like i t ! However , see the following rite f or some thing similar . ] [Me� 
phis , Tenn . , ( 1 530 ) , 2 7 3 8 : 6 . ] 

10850 .  Well , i f  a person - dey ' s  
an '  j es '  keep on b oas tin ' , "Yes , yo ' 

go t good hai r an ' de o thah one got bad hair . 
pick yo ' hai r .  Le t me pick yo ' hair back. 

BUZZARD MANURE OR HANDS WIPED BETWEEN LEGS 
RUBBED ON PERSON ' S HEAD TAKES OUT ALL HAIR 
SP IT RUB OVER PERSON ' S  HEAD TO REMOVE HAIR 

lak dis heah . "  Well , now if it ' s  
a man , "Well , "  he says , " ah ' 11 fix 
yo ' s o ' s  yores be ' s  j e s '  lak m8h 
hai r . "  Dey ' ll go an ' gi t dat buz
zard manure . Yes .  an ' dey cain ' t 

gi t to yo ' deyself , but dey ' ll give it  t o  yore friend . Dey ' ll pay yore fren ' 
an ' yore fren ' will git to yo ' , be  comb in '  yore hai r , an ' put dat in de hai r . 
Lak , now , someone b e  comb in ' yore hair an ' yo ' spi t  in yore han ' an ' rub i t  on 
yore haid , an ' yore hai r ' l l go . 

(You mean spi t ting on your hand will take your hai r  out ? The buz zard manure 
will do that also ?  And sp i t ting on your hand will do i t ? )  

Jes ' comb yore haid an ' sp i t  on yore han ' , b e  combin ' ,  an ' take yore han ' an ' 
wipe down heah an ' comb down . Dat t ake every b i t  out . 

(Wipe your hand where ? )  
' Tween yore laigs . An ' comb yore hai r  down . Take every bit  out . 
(That ' s  two other ways o f  doing i t .  What do you do wi th that buz zard manure ? )  
Put i t  o n  yore haid . 
(Then another way o f  doing i t  i s  t o  sp i t  on your hand ? )  
Dat ' s  righ t .  
(And ano ther 

on the person ' s 
Dat ' s  righ t .  

(1368) , 2425 : 7 . ] 

way of doing i t  is to rub your hand between your legs and put it 
head ? )  

[ S ee p receding ri te for some thing s imilar . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car • •  

1085 1 .  You take buz zard manure an ' then you put that into calf-manure . Some
time he [ a  p rofessional worke r ]  say sheep shed [ manure ] - well , i t ' s  the same 

BUZZARD MANURE AND CALF MANURE OR SHEEP SHED 
IN DRINK - DRINKER ACTS LIKE BUZZARD - LOSES MIND 

thing [ a  manure ] - an ' that . 
he gon ' a give that to  some
b o dy in a drink . An ' he put 
half of this , den fill that 

glass up with [ alcoholic ] liquor an ' give that to a person to drink . That ' ll 
.ake ' em ac t j is '  like a buzzard , flop an ' care [ carry ] on like a buzzard . [Calf 
.anure makes him childish ; sheep shed , timid and s imp le-minded . ]  [New Orleaas. 
La .  t ( 802) t 1119 : 6 . ]  

1085 2 .  I f  a person wan ta gi t in big  business , dey haven ' t  go t nuthin tab do 
[but ] tuh gi t him some powders an ' gi t dis cal ' mus powders . Yo ' know ca1•..a 

CALAMUS AND GUNSHOT - FOR B IG BUS INESS 
powders whut chew take but it ' s  DD� 
rhub arb cal ' mus , i t  cal ' mus  itaelf 
[ calamus = Aaoris aa� .  the ...et 

flag . its  aromatic roo t ] . An '  
.us powder ,  see . Yo ' wear dat 
not gunp owder ,  de gunsho t outa 

yo ' take da t cal ' mus powder an ' yo • -.r da£ cal. • 
cal ' mus powder an ' den yo ' git c� aa.e caasbot 
de gun shell , j is '  lak dese bul.lJ!u . -· � dea 
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up . An '  beat dem up an ' den yo ' j es '  take an ' wash dat thing o f f  right good . 
Yo ' have tuh wash it  right round yoresel f .  See , j is '  lak de pistol ball , yo ' 
have tuh take dat ball [ sho t ] right outa dere • • • •  An '  j is '  take dat an ' j is '  use 
it  round yoresel f .  See , j is '  round yoresel f ,  j i s '  lak dat . D en yo ' tie dat up 
into a silk corner o f  a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' e f ,  j is '  in de corner o f  a pocket han ' 
ke ' ch ' ef ,  an ' den yo ' kin git [down to ] busines s .  

(How do you mean you rub yoursel f ? )  
J i s ' take yore private s ,  understan ' - j i s '  lak yo ' d o  with a woman , under-

stan ' . 
(The woman does this in business ? )  
Sho ' , dat ' s  right . 
( She takes the powder out o f  the gunshell and mixes it wi th thi s  other stuff ? )  
Dat ' s  right . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 36 , woman , profess ional hoodoo) , 1 51 6 : 2 . ]  
1 0 8 53 . Well , yo ' kin take a person , say fo ' ninstance [ an instance ] if  de 

law is perticular an ' bo therin ' yo ' all de t ime , yo ' kin git a aandah [ calendar ] .  
Ah gues s  yo ' ve see dem ole aandahs [ calendars ] or  somp in lak dat . Find out de 
law ' s name dat ' s on de beat , see , an ' write dere name down on dat . 

CALENDAR - OLD - WRITE POLICEMAN ' S  NAME ON 
AND HIDE WHERE HE PASSES  TO KEEP HIM GOING 

(On the calendar ? )  
Uh-huh , o n  d e  back of  any kind o f  
aandah [ calendar ] ,  it  doesn ' t make 
any difference . 
(That has the months and days on it ? )  
Dat ' s  all , uhmmm, but yo ' has tuh 

git  a piece of it . I t  don ' t have tuh be a large p iece an ' write dere name down 
on dis , an' take it  wherevah dey travel along . S t i ck dat some place where dey ' ve 
got to pass by , understand with dat name wrote on it , but chew gotta find dere 
names out before yo ' kin write ' em .  Wr ite it  on de back o f  de aandah [ calendar ] ,  
each one . See . Or all o f  ' em whut ' s  round dat sect ion . See , an ' write de names 
on it , an ' stick i t  ' bout any place where dey have tuh pass . Jes ' probably say 
yo ' might take yore pen [wi th which you wrote the name s ]  an ' stick it  on [ the 
paper wi th the names on ] in de po s t  where dey have tuh pass , sompin lak dat . Yo ' 
kin use dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2 69 6 : 13 . ] 

1085 4 .  In gamb l ing , yo ' take an ' git chew a d ime worth of  dat Georgia Pure 
Syrup [ perhap s brand name ] an ' sp rinkl e a little sulphur in it  an ' cook it  an ' 

SCRAPE SYRUP CANDY INTO SHOE - GAMBLING LUCK 
j es '  pull it to a candy . An ' 
when yo ' git it  to a candy , take 
a little  piece - ab out dat much 

[ shows a finger ] an ' wear it . After it git dry , yo ' grease it an ' wear it . An ' 
ever ' time yo ' g i t  in b ad lu ck , yo ' pull o f f  an ' yo ' sc rape a l i ttle o f  it  in d e  
b o t t om o f  yore shoe an ' go on . Yore  luck ' s always on . 

(Luck in what ? )  
Fo ' gamb l in ' . 
(And you have a piece o f  thi s  candy about the s ize o f  one o f  your fingers ? )  
Yassuh , a l i t t le piece about dat long , about de s ize of  yore finger . An '  

old-fashioned candy , yassuh . An '  ole reg ' lah syrup candy . But chew put dat 
sulphur in it . [ Bruns

JOB TOBY : PINEWOOD HONEY - CINNAMON - IN RED FLANNEL 
wick , Ga . ,  (1182) , 1 9 9 3 : 5 . ] 
10 855 . I f  yo ' wanted tuh 
git  a j ob or somp in lak 

heab pinewood honey . I t ' s  somp in 
I t ' s  in dif ferent kind o f  cypres s 
pinewood honey - pinewood honey . 

dat , git chew some dis 
dat grows on a tree , but chew gotta find dat . 
call ed swampy ground , an ' low ground , j es '  
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(Is  that the name o f  the tree ? ) 
No , dat ' s  de name o f  de s tuff whut comes o f f  de tree . Dey call i t  p inewood 

honey . It ' s  a certain time o f  month dat chew kin git dis heah offa any tree , 
but i t ' s  dark s omp in lak tar . But when de sap is  in de t ree [ s tops talking ] . 

(The s tuff that the children used to chew? ) 
Dat ' s  i t , b�t when de sap is  in de tree . 
(That thick sap that the children used to chew? They call i t  p inewood honey? ) 
P inewood honey . An ' yo ' use dis p inewood honey an ' yo ' kin carry it in yore 

pocket . An ' git chew some dis heah c innamon powder an ' burn it an ' place it ovah 
dis heah [ p inewood honey ] an ' wrap dat in red flannel an ' wears it about chew , 
when yo ' goes about dere [place o f  bus ines s ]  an ' as t him fo ' a j ob .  

(Where do you burn this , in your own house? ) 
Uhmmuh . 
(But you have this p inewood honey in your pocket when you go to ask for a 

j ob ? )  
Yeah , but chew go t ta have dat p inewood honey an ' de c innamon . Yo ' go tta burn 

dis  c innamon , burn i t  by  itself an ' den aftah i t  b rowns , see , sprinkl e it ovah 
dis pinewood honey . S ee , an ' den put it in a bag an ' carry i t  in yore pocket , 
j es ' lak de [ they ] call de [ the ] tobies [ the s ingular is  toby , the same name as 
the j ug ] whut people use .  

(This i s  a toby ? )  
Uh-huh . Dey call ' em tobies an ' han ' s .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 1 8 ) , 2696 : 13 . ] 
10856 . Bury "blackcat ashes , "  ob tainab l e  from a mail-order house in Memphis , 

Tenn . , sprinkle where vic tim walks , saying "move , "  causes that person in mind to 

BLACK CAT ASHES - SPRINKLE IN PATH SAYING "MOVE" 
move . [ All this was years 
ago . The label on the box did 
no t read "Black Cat Ashes" but 

"Ashes" only - with the picture o f  
882 : 2 . ] 

a black cat on the box ! ] [Mob ile , Ala . , 

1085 7 .  That I worked my owns elf . 
(Oh ! All right . What do you do ? )  
I takes nine tacks . Lis ten , nine 

I take - I worked it myself . 

black cat , and I would bury that cat 
tacks , and then I would take me a [ dead ] 
underneath the s teps . Unders tand? And 

BLACK CAT BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP - 9 TACKS CROSSED 
5 AND 4 IN DOOR SADDLE - NO ONE CAN RENT OR STAY 

after I bury that cat under
neath the s teps , den anybody 
what live in dat house , they 

would have t o  move ; but you yourself that owned 
� in there , you woul d have to go to work and 
up .  [ Informant wi th one s troke of an imaginary 
throws it away . ] 

(Throw i t  away , like that ? )  
Throw i t  away . 
(Well , what do you do wi th tho s e  nine tacks ? )  

couldn ' t  live in there , they 
the place , even if you would 
take even that cat and dig it 
shovel dig up imaginary cat and 

The nine tacks ? If anybody move in , they would move in and move out . 
(Well , where do you put those  nine tacks ? )  
You put them at the front o f  the doo r .  
(How do  you mean , you tack them t o  the door? ) 
Bine - you make ' em cros sed , that is , f ive one way and four the other. 

waald be nine , you see . 
(Under the door?  Under • •  : • •  

�e they could no t b e  
On the s ill . 

the s teps or on the s ide o f  the s�l 
seen . 1 
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( I  see , where you couldn ' t  see them? ) 
Yas suh .  Jus t when they coming inside there , put them on the sill like there -

on the sill , there [p oints ] .  
( I  see .  I understand . )  
And quite naturally , when their feet would s t ep there , why they couldn ' t  see 

the tacks because the reason why , their feet would hit [ res t ]  on the tacks and 
they couldn ' t  see [ them] . When they look down , they wouldn ' t see no thing but 
their feet . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 1 ) , 137 2 : 1 . ] 

BLACK CAT NECK HAIR - BLACK HEN EGG - ON LATTER 
NAME OF PERSON WANTED - WRAP - BURY UNDER STEP 

10858 . Git de hairs from a 
black eat ' s  neck , right back 
of  de neck an ' take a aig . 
Take a black hen ' s aig , hairs 

from a black eat ' s  neck - dat ' s  if yo ' wanta draw a person - an ' write  dat per
s�n ' s  name on dat aig . An '  put dat hair in dere , wrap i t  up , an ' bury it undah 
yo ' do ' s tep s , an ' dat ' ll draw ' em .  

( Do you p u t  the hair on the inside of  the egg or j us t  o n  the outside ? )  
Write d e  name on dere an ' put de hair right on top o f  where yo ' write  d e  name 

on i t , an ' j es '  put chew a lit t l e  cloth around i t . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 8 ) , 
2174 : 8 . ] 

IF  BLACK CAT CROS SES YOUR PATH ON WAY TO FIND WORK 10859 . I know they say i f  
you s tart t o  get a j ob and 

a black cat crosses you [ crosses your path ] , you might as well go back home be
cause you ga in ' have bad luck . The man doesn ' t gain ' hire you . He ' ll turn you 
b ack . [Norf olk , Va . , ( 4 5 7 ) , 44 6 : 5 . ] 

10860 . When I was gambling , I always would get me a j et b lack cat and I would 
stroke his tail seven times with the hand I was going to gamble with , before I 

TAIL OF BLACK CAT - STROKE 7 TIME S BEFORE GAMBLING 
STROKE WITH LEFT HAND I F  GAMBLING WITH LEFT HAND 
STROKE WITH RIGHT HAND IF  GAMBLING WITH RIGHT HAND 

went to the game . 
(The hand you us e ?  Do you 
mean the little bag or your 
own hand ? )  
My own hand , yes . 
(Oh , your own hand . )  
Yes , i f  I was going to use 

my left hand mos t  in the game , I would s troke it s even times with my lef t hand , 
and i f  I was going to  use my right hand , I ' d  use my right hand . But so  far as 
me being fixed or anything , I never have been .  No thing was wrong with me but 
once , and everbody said that I was fixed. [ New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 1 ) , 1 10 3 : 9 . ] 

CAT HEAD HAIR UNDER DOOR - CAT NEVER LEAVES 

your doors tep and he will always s tay wit you . 

10861 . Like i f  you want a cat , 
you take his hair and cut it off 
from his head , and bury it under 

(Always s tay home . )  [ Newport News , Va . , (483) , 512 : 1 . ] 
10 862 . Take a cat hair , clip i t  off  de end of his tail , if yo ' got a wife 

dat ' s  runnin ' about an' yo ' want her tuh s t ay home . Yo ' take an ' bury it in de 
middle o f  de hous e an ' she ' ll 

HAIR FROM END OF CAT 1 S TAIL - BURY IN GROUND UNDER 
CENTER OF HOUSE - A QUINCUNX - TO KEEP WIFE HOME 

always s t ay round in de house . 
Yo ' bury it down underneath 
de hous e in de ground . She 

will always s t ay round in de house . [As I have exp lained many times , thes e low
land houses are raised o f f  the ground , a person can crawl under them . This is 
also a quincunx rite , a central or fifth point among four other points or cor
ners : see 9467  where mattress  has 4 corners and the center has a salt bag ; and 
No . 9487  where salt is in 4 corn�rs and the center is 2 sticks crossed - an un-
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usual quincunx ! etc . ] [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 141 5 ) , 2549 : 7 . ] 
1086 3 .  Cut hair from black eat ' s  

BLACK CAT TAIL HAIR AND BLACK PEPPER BURNED tail , mix with black pepper , if un
desired vis itor comes , burn this on 

s tove , won ' t come back ; also keeps law away . [Norfolk , Va . , 4 7 6 : 6 . ] 
10864 . Git de hair offa cat . Dey 

CAT HAIR IN FOOD GROWS INSIDE - KILLS PERSON say yo ' kin put dat in de food 
where dey eat an ' dat makes hair 

grow in ' em an ' dat ' ll kill ' em .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 201 ) , 2019 : 2 . ] 
10865 . T ake de hair from a 

CAT UNDER-TAIL HAIR AND SALT - INTO ROOM - FIGHTS cat - hair from a cat an' 
salt an ' throw it in a room 

an ' start fuss es an ' figh t s  in a room ,  but yo ' supposed tub git it from undab his 
tail . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1 5 2 7 : 4 . ] 

1086 6 . (What do you d o  with that b lack cat? )  
See , j is '  lak he ' s  in de house an ' come where yo ' is , yo ' j is '  ket ch a little 

bunch of that hair with chure finger thataway [ demons trates ] .  J is ' snatch it 

SNATCH OUT BLACK CAT HAIR TOWARDS HI S HEAD 
PUT WITH YOUR LUCKPIECE IN POCKET - SUCCESS 

out that way an '  snatch it towards 
his haid . An ' yo ' put that in 
with yore luck piece of yore lode
stone , whatevah yo ' got , an ' yo ' 

carry that in yore pocket  fo ' succes s . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38) , 1519 : 6 . ]  

!JE LUCKIEST ANIMAL DAT EVER MADE BY GOD 
BLACK CAT • • •  BLACK HEN • • •  FRIZZLED CHI CKEN 

10867 . De luckies t animal dat ever 
made by God : a black cat , and a b lack 
hen , an ' a frizzled chicken . Ef a 
frizzled chicken - if  anybody put any

thing aroun ' yo ' ,  a frizzled 
it up . 

chicken and a b lack hen will sure go dere an ' pick 

(Well , how is a black cat lucky ? )  
Ah couldn ' t t ell ! ! !  
( Just lucky . )  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 5 4 3 ) , 6 78 : 4 . ] 
10868 . S ee , ah kin be  walkin ' d own de street . An ' j es '  lak ah walk down de 

street an ' a b lack cat would cross de road to  de right , ah ' m  goin ' have good luck 

BLACK CAT CRO S SING PATH TO THE RIGIIT 
somewhere in mah travels ' fore ah git back 
home . Now , ah have been goin ' tub games 
tub gamb le an ' didn ' t have but t en or  f i f

�een c en t s  in mah pocket , an ' a b lack cat would c ro s s  go in ' to  de right , ' fore ah 
so back home ah have $ 25 maybe o r  $30 . [ F lorence , s .  Car . , ( 1 29 9 ) , 2199 : 4 . ] 

IIAIR FROM CAT ' S TAIL - SCRAP INGS FROM 4 CORNERS 
OF KITCHEN TABLE - BURY AT BACK STEP - KEEP S CAT 

10869 . You s ee , you take the 
eat ' s  hair . 
(Where from? ) 
Off her tail . 
(Off  her tail , I see . ) 
You take the cat hair off her 

tail and you see , you scrape this [ demons trates ] but you scrape off four of ' ea. 
(Four corners o f  the table? ) [ The work tab le between us . ]  
Off the tab le . And you wrap it up in a li t t le piece o f  [meat ? ]  skin aad yaa 

� that up under the back step . That ' s  i f  you go t a cat and done like �t aad 
.aRt it to  s t ay home . [New Orleans , La . , ( 78 3 ) , 108 8 : 5 . ] 

108 7 0 .  Git a b lack cat an ' git  d e  hair . Git a s trand o f  hair oa� o f  a •lack 
� an '  - don ' t git  as many as yo ' kin , but yo ' kin git ' bout one or £80 �aods 
ef hair out o f  a black cat . An ' take somepin that kin float on de va� . Tate 
� hair , sulphur , salt an ' red peppah an ' graveyard dirt , an • vrlte aa a pf.ece 
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of  papah whut chew want done , an ' put it  wi th cat hair ; all dat in a container 
dat will float on de watah . 

BLACK CAT HAIR - SULPHUR - SALT - RED PEPPER 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - WRITE ON PAPER WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
ALL IN CONTAINER THAT WILL FLOAT ON RUNNING WATER 

An ' throw it  in de watah , 
runnin ' watah , whichevah 
watah yo ' want it . An '  
whichevah yo ' want done , 

i t  will b e  done . Ah ' ve tried that . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 2558 : 10 . ] 
108 7 1 .  I f  yo ' were as leep , a person kin take dat cat - pretend like yo ' 

playing with de pet  cat o r  s omepin like dat . Well yo ' [ they]  put dat cat hair 

CAT CAN DRAW YOUR BREATH - YO 'LL NEVAH BE DE SAME 
in yo ' food , see . An '  yo ' 
[ s omeone ] kin take a cat , 
if yo ' s leeping , and lay 

dat cat right up dere aside of yo ' ,  and let dat cat inhale yo ' b reath an ' yo ' 
inhale de eat ' s  breath . See , dat cat inhale yore breath , dat cat will draw yore 
b reath j es '  like yo ' will draw anything else an ' yo ' ll draw de cat . Jes ' let 
him git  close tuh yo ' tuh inhale yore b reath , j es '  like anything else , an ' den 
aftah he inhale yore breath yo ' ll nevah be de s ame .  Jes ' like yo ' see a cat 
b e , yo ' ll be j es '  like dat . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 8 8 ) , 9 58 : 1 . ]  

HAIR FROM BLACK CAT ' S  HIND LEFT LEG OR QUARTER 
AFTER YOU HAVE MADE CAT LAUGH - LET DRY - CLIP 
FINE - THROW OVER ENEMY - GIVES DISEASE - KILLS 

Clip it f ine and you kin throw it over s omeb ody , 
cat laugh . 

1087 2 .  Take the fur . 
( Cut the fur ? ) 
From under the b lack eat ' s  left 
leg or  the left  quarter . 
( From the front or behind? ) 
Behind , and le t it get right 
dry and you kin f ix in a way . 

but  you g o t t a  make the b lack 

(I see , b e fore you cut that hair . And then when you throw it over s omeb ody , 
what will that do? ) 

We ll , that goes in your f lesh - s t i cks in your f lesh . 
( I  mean , what is it  suppo s ed to do to you? ) 
I t  works in your f lesh , they say it ' ll work in you and it  effect  the flesh so 

that you taken with a certain disease  in your skin and you ' ll die . [ Richmond , 

HAIR FROM UNDER 4 LEGS OF  BLACK CAT - CL IP HAIR 
FROM BEHIND EACH EAR - AND TIP END OF TAIL - KEEP 
IN BAG OR POCKETBOOK AND USE FOR GAMBLING LUCK 

Va . , (428) , 38 3 : 2+85 . ]  
108 7 3 .  We ll , de hair from 
a b lack cat - a real b lack 
cat dat ain ' t got no white 
spot on him.  Yo ' know a 

b lack bone is lucky . Well , now , yo ' tote 
Gi t de hair from under de fo ' laigs . 

dat in yore pocket in a gamb lin ' game . 

(Under the four leg s ?  Each one of  the four . 
Each one o f  de fo ' laigs . 
(The hair from this b lack cat ? )  
Dat ' s  right . An '  dey tell me yo ' go right b ehin ' his ear an ' pull i t  out , an ' 

pull it t o  yo ' ,  an '  clip it  from each one of his ears . 
(E ach one o f  his ears . Do you cut o f f  the hair or  the ears ? )  
Cut de hair . 
(Cut the hair from each ear? ) 
From b eh in ' each ear , an ' d e  t ip-end of his tail . An ' dey t e ll me yo ' kin do 

anythin ' yo ' want a do . 
(Well , what do you do with that hair after you f ix it up ? )  
Fix it up , j es '  keep it in yore pocket . Yo ' wouldn ' t need to  have no b ig bag , 

j es '  a lit tle small b ag .  Have it  in yore pocke tb ook , j es '  lak yo ' goin ' tuh g i t  
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in a big poker game - a big gamblin ' game . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 1 ) , 2193 : 6 . ] 
108 7 4 .  I f  yo ' happen t o  see a cat - i f  i t  passes dat road , i f  it ' s  a black 

cat , walk backwards , dey says , an ' yo ' ll always succeed . But if he ' s  a gray cat 

WALK BACKWARDS OVER PLACE BLACK CAT CROS SED 
or a white cat , s ay s  s tep righ t 
on ovah i t . 

YOUR PATH AND YOU WILL HAVE MUCH BETTER LUCK (Ove r the cat . )  
Yeah , s tep right on ovah where he 

walks , but walk backwards if he ' s  bl ack an ' yo ' shore wil l  have b e tter luck . 
[ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 16 29 : 3a . ] 

108 75 . (Well , now , how would these people make you move out ? What would they 
do to make you move out ? )  

Oh , that . That i s  very easily done . You see , you kin take - you know , two 
tom cats fights whenever they mee t s . Well , they kin git to you very easily . 

MANURE OF 2 TOMCATS - MIXED - YOU SCATTER AT NIGHT 
WITH LEFT HAND - LENGTH OF ENEMY ' S  YARD AND PORCH 

DO NOT LOOK BACK AT ANY TIME 
HE AND WIFE WILL MOVE OR S TAY TO FIGHT LIKE TOMCATS 

You g i t  two tomcats - their 
manure . That [ is the ] 
frontyard there and that 
[ i s  the ] front porch . I 

will take , if  I wanted to 
do you harm , I would take 

my left hand any time at night and I will p robably throw it [manure ] over that 
porch or over dat front yard where you gotta  cros s for to come into the porch . 
I will throw i t  thataway , see , as I ' m  going on up . I would walk de lenk [ length ] 
o f  that po rch or de lenk o f  the front yard . I will take my hand , the left hand , 
and throw thataway , and don ' t ever look back . Well , you bound to cro s s  i t .  
Well you , i f  you s tay there , you ' ll s tay there i n  trouble ; tormented forever and 
you ' ll be glad to get out , because them two tomcat s - j us t  like they was f ight
ing all the time , that will keep you like that . 

(I  see , but you have to  get the two tomcat s . ) 
Yeah , the two tomcat s . Well you take them two and you kin [ do ]  eny thing and 

break up enybody - break up eny home . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 431) , 38 7 : 2 . ]  
10876 . Ah heered people s ay tuh ketch a black cat , hold him back of his neck 

an '  s t rip yore han ' down de t ail  seven times an ' count ' em ,  an ' throw him from 
yo ' an ' cuss at him, an ' don ' t look b ack at him. An '  dat as good a luck fo ' work 

CATCH BLACK CAT - HOLD BY BACK OF NECK - WITH 
OIHER HAND S TRIP DOWN HIS BACK TO END OF TAIL 
IEPEAT 7 TIMES - COUNT - THROW CAT AWAY - CUSS 
BIH - DON ' T LOOK BACK - GO ASK FOR JOB - GET IT 

as a man could do . 
(Well , after you have done this 

with the cat , then what do you 
do? ) 
Af ter ah throwed de cat away , 
yo ' [ ah ]  cuss at  him. Why 

ab ' d  gi t out an ' go an ' ask some man fo ' a j ob ,  an ' ah would b e  lucky enough 
b» git a j ob by dat . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . , ( 111 2) , 1785 : 4 . ] 

2 CATS - RUB THEIR HEADS TOGETHER UNTIL ANGRY 
SKATCH LOCK OF HAIR FROM EACH HEAD - FOLD TOGETHER 
8IIB RED PEPPER AND SALT - KEEP IN NORTH CORNER OF 
EIEMI ' S HOUSE - THIS PARTS MAN AND WOMAN INSIDE 

1 08 7 7 . Gi t two cat s , yes
sub , an ' rub dere haids � 
gethah till dey git aad -
till dey gi t real mad � one 
anothah . Den yo ' snatCh a 

'-id ,  yo ' know , an ' yo ' fold i t  togethah . 
aa' care i t  an ' put i t  in de no ' th co rnah 
�- Dat ' s  whut separate ' em .  

lock of  hai r outa each ca£ 1 8  
An '  put some red peppah an' salt :lJl it 

of  dere house . Dey ' 1 1  leave. dey' ll 

(Sep arate this man and woman? ) 
Ub-hah . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 4 6 ) , 15 25 : 14 . ] 
1087 8 .  Yo ' take a black cat , de same cat yo ' go t de [ lucky] baDe [fro.] . Yo ' 
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take dat hair an ' yo ' t ie it up . 
yore shirttail . When yo ' wear it  

Yo ' gotta tie it  in a rag an ' yo ' wear it  in 
in yore shirttail , yo ' kin conker anybody . 

(You get the hair from the 
t op of his tail ? ) 

USE THE BLACK CAT FROM WHICH YOU GOT LUCKY BONE 
TAKE HAIR FROM BUTT OR RUMP OF HI S TAIL - TIE UP 
IN RAG - WEAR IN SHIRTTAIL - DO ANYTHING - GET JOB 

that chew want . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 574 ) , 289 7 : 4 . ] 

Righ t from de top of his  
tail , right f rom de but t of  
his  tail . 
(And the man will give you 
a j ob ? )  
' Caus e him tuh give yo ' a 
j ob or yo ' kin git anything 

10879 . Now , yo ' see dis heah - dis may s ound crazy tuh yo ' .  Yo ' kin ket ch yo ' 
a cat an ' git  two o f  his whiskers , any kinda cat b lack or whi te . Yo ' kin git  two 

WHISKERS 2 OF LIVE CAT - WOMAN PULLS OUT WALKS 
INTO ANOTHER WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - DROP S THEM BEHIND MAN 
WITHIN - WALKS ON OUT - CAUSES FAMILY FIGHTS - MAN 
LEAVES - GO ES  TO LIVE WI TH WOMAN DROPP ING WHI SKERS 

of  his whiskers . Jis ' lak i; 
yo ' mah husban ' an ' ah want 
chew fo ' mah man. Jis ' take 
' em in de house an ' have ' em 
crossed , an ' j is '  walk on de 
flo ' lak dis , j is '  lak yo ' 

s i t t in ' , an ' drop ' em  down b ehin ' [you ] , yo ' know , an ' walk on out . An '  he ' ll 
strictly leave there . [Did she demons trate this rite ! ] Ah ' m  t ellin ' yo ' whut 
ah know . See , mah daddy b efo ' he died [ told me things ? ] . He wuz kinda smart • • •  
Ah don ' t know things good enough but some things ah really knows . 

Yo ' ket cha live cat an ' pull ' em outa his whiskers ; see , a live cat , an ' drop 
' em an ' walk on outa dere . Drop ' em in there . They can ' t git  along fo ' quarrel
in ' an ' arguin ' .  Quite  natural yo ' cain ' t live with a person fo ' quarrelin ' an ' 
arguin ' . Yo ' ain ' t goin '  stay there no mo ' . I t ' ll sure b reak it  up [ the home ] . 
[Little Ro ck , Ark . , ( 8 7 7 ? ) , 14 6 1 : 2 . ] 

10880 .  Heah ' s  ano thah instan ' [ ins tance ] .  Yo ' kin t ake a b lack cat an ' cut 
some o f  de hair from right undah his tail . Well , yo ' take some Hearts Co logne 

HAIR FROM UNDER TAIL OR BELLY OF BLACK CAT - GOOD 
FOR BUSINES S  - KEEP DAMP WI TH HEARTS COLOGNE OR 
WHISKEY - SEW UP CAT HAIR IN PIECE OF VI CTIM' S 
CLOTHE S  - DAMPEN WITH WHI SKEY - BURY WHERE VI CTIM 
WALKS - OR INSTEAD OF CLOTHES - USE DIRT FROM SHOE 
OR SHOE TRACK MIXED WITH CAT HAIR - MOVES  PERSON 

or eithah whiskey . Well , 
yo ' b ury i t . Yo ' taked dat 
cat hair an ' yo ' s ew it up , 
put it wit dat whiskey . But 
chew bettah ,  if yo ' kin git  
any part of  her  undahweah , 
or  if  i t ' s  a man , any of his 
clothes , yo ' kin make ' em go 

like dat . J e s ' bring it right b ack dere an ' j e s '  drop it right in de yard , any 
place dat he kin walk ovah i t . Or eithah yo ' kin git  some o f  dere dirt . Jes ' 
watch � an '  whenevah he come out - man o r  woman - git  some of de dirt of  one 
of de shoe where he track ovah an ' mix dat . Mix it  in wit dat hair . Yo ' kin 
make ' em  move out de house like dat . 

(This cat hair - suppose  you are driving me away - you get some of my hair 
and the eat ' s  hair and put this in some of  my clo thes and put it  out where I can 
walk over i t .  That ' s  to drive me away ? )  

Oat ' s to drive you away . [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2002 : 8 . ] 
[ Two cylinders later informant re turns t o  b lack cat hair : ] 
Ah always heah ' em say keep dat same b lack cat hair , keep i t  round yore place 

an ' keep it wet in vinegah - ah mean in Hearts Co logne or good whiskey - dat 
b lack hair . Keep it  round yore place . Tell me dat ' s  lucky fo ' yore bus iness . 

(How do you get that black cat hair ? )  
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Why , yo ' ke t ch a b lack cat , any b lack cat , an ' j es '  cut  de  hair from undah his  
tail or his belly par t .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2004 : 1 1 . ] 

10881 . Well , j es '  lak dis , if  ah wus de type of  dis kind , dat ah wouldn ' t  
wanta see a woman an ' a man git tin ' along , see , an ' ah wanted tuh part dem. 

AFTER DOG MAKES CAT ' S HAIR BRI STLE - CUT SOME FROM 
BACKS OF CAT AND DOG - MIX - SEW INTO BLACK CLOTH 
BURY UNDER THEIR STEPS TO PART THE MAN AND WOMAN 

Lis ten good - an ' when dis 
dog an ' ke t .  Yo ' know ke ts 
an ' dogs will quarrel some
t ime . Well , when dis dog 
make dis ke t kinda angry , 

dis cat will b ring up her fur on her 
knife or s cissors  - shears , at leas t 
o f  dat . 

b ack . Well , an ' de s ame time yo ' take a 
yo ' should call ' em ,  an ' cut a lit tle piece 

(Cut a lit tle piece o f  what ? )  
D e  hair out de ket ' s  b ack . Lis ten , an ' a lit tle o f  de dog , when dey in dat 

angry nood [mood ] - j es '  lak dey woul d be angry , yo ' know. An' yo ' take dat 
an '  sew it up in piece of b lack clo th , whut chew would call broadclo th . An '  
bury it  under de s tep s , an ' dey coul dn ' t gi t along nohow in de world . [ B runs
wick , Ga . , ( 1 2 10 ) , 2044 : 4 . ] 

10882 . Well , i f  yo ' l ivin ' heah 
whut dey kin do tuh make yo ' move . 

an ' somebody want chew tuh move out , ah know 
Well , de way ah ' ve heard it  an ' de way ah ' ve 

MAKE DOG AND BLACK CAT FI GHT - CUT HAIR FROM SACKS 
GET SOME OF THE IR MANURE - STOVE DRY BOTH - POWDER 
SPRINKLED IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - MOVES IN 5 DAYS 

seen it did , yo ' gi t a black 
cat an ' a dog an ' make dem 
f ight , an ' gi t some of dat 
hair . Den yo ' gi t some of 
whut dey do , de p as s age , 

an '  dry it  up tuhgether , an ' put dat hair in it . While dey al l growled up an ' 
bris teld up , yo ' gi t some dat hair out dey back . Rub i t  tuhge ther an ' le t i t  
dry until i t  gi t plumb ontuh a powder . Put i t  in de s tove an ' p ar ch it  until it  
git  tuh a powder . When i t  git tuh a powder , den yo ' git somebody i f  yo ' cain ' t 
go tuh de house , yo ' gi t someb ody else tuh go dere , yo ' unders tan ' . Dey go dere 
wit dat powder , have it hid , an ' sprinkle it  in de fo ' corners of  dat house .  
Dey ' ll move undah f ive days . Dey cain ' t s t ay dere . [ I  would call this a quasi
quincunx rite , the f i f th point being the 5 days . At the moment I do not re call 
anything s imilar , though I am almo s t  cer tain that there is . ] [Memphis , T enn . , 
(1546) , 2803 : 9 . ] 

10 883 . I f  yo ' wuz in dis house 
.ake yo ' move . Yo ' know a cat an ' 

an ' ah wuz in dis house an ' ah wanted tuh 
a dog can ' t gi t ' long , if  both stay at de 

� CAT AND DOG HAIR TOGETHER - ADD RED DEVIL LYE 
SPRINKLE WHERE HE WALKS - CALL NAME - CUSS - "GO" 

same place , unles s dey ' s 
raised tuhge thah , an ' dey 
enemies agains t each o thah 
anyway . Well , yo ' take de 

dog hair an ' de cat  hair an ' put  i t  toge ther . Take yo ' s ome Red Devil Lye an ' 
cuss ' em out . Tell ' em ,  " Go ,  yo ' all can ' t s tay tuhge thah , mus ' go . "  Call his 
name. Jes ' yo ' wanted tuh move ' em an ' cus s  dem out . Sprinkle it  down where 
dey go t ta walk at , see . Cus s ' em out . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2345 : 6 . ]  

JaiSTLES FROM CAT ' S  NE CK - HAIR FROM DOG ' S TAIL 
.ADD SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - WRITE NAME 9 TIMES 
'1JIIOW INTO FIRE : I WAN ' CHOO TO FUSS • • •  BUST UP 
:J THE NAME OF THE LORD - OR SAME THING - SUGAR 
ISSTEAD OF SALT - THROW THROUGH HOUSE AND UNDER 

10884 . If  you want t o  bre ak 
up a person , you kin take the 
dog hair , you know ; like the 
bris tle s  of e at ' s  neck . You 
know , where b ris tles up , you 
unders tand . Where she bris
tles up b ack there . And then 

au the dog ' s tail you cut out s ome hair , like if you wanta break up a person . 
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And you take and put that s tuf f t ogether and puts some salt and some cayenne pep
per with it . And you write their name down 9 t imes . And you go and throw it  in 
the fire , you say ,  " I  wan ' chao to fuss , fight and bus t  up : In the Name of the 
Lorod. " That ' s  wha ' chao do with that dog hair  and that cat hair and things . Or 
else you kin take doze things , the cat hair and that , and you kin take it , you 
kin make a fuss in the home . You kin b reak up a person . Put the sugar and cay
enne pepper wi th it . Yo u kin throw it all through the house , under the house . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 0) , 154 8 : 2 . ]  

10885 . Yo ' know a cat an ' a dog don ' 
dat ' s  friendly . Yo ' take some hair o f fa 

lak one anothah , hardly evah see one 
de dog ' s back an ' o f fa eat ' s ,  an ' yo ' 

HAIR FROM CAT ' S AND DOG ' S BACK - MIX - BURN 
IN FI REPLACE OR HEATER OF FAMILY TO BE MOVED 

could mix it together an ' p u t  i t  
i n  yore fiahplace an ' burn it , or  
in  yore heater or  whatevah yo ' 
got , an ' dat ' ll make folks fall 
out . 
(Would I burn that in my hous e or 

take it over t o  the hous e where the people are that I want t o  fall out ? ) 
If  yo ' at they hous e an ' they go t ten a fiah , put it in they house . [Wils on , 

N .  Car . , ( 14 96 ) , 2665 : 10 . ] 
10886 . Take a b lack cat hair , dog hair - don ' t make no dif ference whut kinda 

dog - an ' nine grains of peppah an ' some o f  dey urinate , an ' put it in a b o t t le . 

BLACK CAT HAIR - DOG HAIR - 9 GRAINS OF PEPPER 
URINE - HEARTS COLOGNE - ALL IN BOTTLE - BURY 
WHERE HE AND SHE WALK - THIS WILL BREAK THEM UP 

An ' if yo ' wanta b reak up any
b ody , take dat nine grains of  
peppah , Heart Co logne , an ' dat 
dog an ' cat hair , an ' bury it 
where dey walk , either one o f  

' em . Dey g i t  s o  dey s o on  bus t up . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 9 ) , 266 7 : 1 9 . ] 
1088 7 .  Take de hair out o f  a dog hair an ' de hair out of  a cat tail , o r  e i t

her git  i t  out o f  one o f  ' em ' s tail an ' de o ther out one of  dere haid - either 

HAIR FROM CAT ' S  TAIL AND HAIR FROM DOG ' S HEAD 
OR VICE VERSA - LITTLE PEPPER - 3 PODS RAT MANURE 
MAKE IT A BALL - ATTACH STRING - DIP 3 TIMES INTO 
FAMILY ' S  WATER BUCKET - THIS BREAKS UP A HOME 

one of dem animals . Yo ' kin 
git  dat an ' put it toge ther , 
an ' when yo ' put it  toge ther , 
yo ' put it an ' makes a ball 
of it . But den yo ' wanta put 
it - yo ' j e s '  have de leas t 

little b i t  o f  peppah in it , any kinda peppah , an ' yo ' make dat ball wi th a s tring 
to it . Put de s tring lak dat , but yo ' take de b igge s t  part of  it  now - chew git 
dat cat hair an ' dat dog hair an ' yo ' put it  in a p iece of cloth an ' den yo ' git 
three pods of  rat manure , an ' yo ' put dem in an ' sew it  up toge the r .  Yo ' make 
dat ball togeth�r an ' yo ' kin come roun ' - if it mah pump or mah bucke t or any
thing , an ' den yo ' dump i t  in dere three t imes . An '  den yo ' throw it away . 
Dat ' ll broke us up fa ' life , won ' t. enj oy life no mo ' .  Ah see dat done . 

(Y ou are supposed to go out and' drink that water? )  
I t  j es ' make us fall out fo ' evah . 
{ I f  you drink the water? )  [ S umter , 
10888 . Git some of the hair off of 

S .  Car . , ( 1382 ) , 2 45 7 : 5 . ] 
a eat ' s  neck an ' gi t some hair from back 

of a dog ' s neck . You know a cat an ' a dog will fight . An ' put i t  together an ' 

HAIR FROM BACK OF CAT ' S  NECK AND DOG ' S NECK 
BUIUI THEM WITH PINE STRAW AT FORKS OF ROAD 
THIS SEPARATES MAN AND WOMAN YOU HAVE IN MIND 

g i t  some p ine s traw [ dried pine 
needles ] and care i t  to the fork 
of a road an ' burn i t  up . They 
say they ' ll go toge ther no more ; 
they say every t ime they mee t  one 

another they fight . [The male and female vic t ims are no t named here but  the in-
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tention is there to identify them . ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 20 9 ) , 115 : 1+85 . ]  
10889 . There was another boy fell in love with her and she did wi th him and 

I went a trying to break ' em up . I goes and gets me dere lef ' - a handful of dr 

HAIR FROM TIP END OF CAT ' S TAIL AND DOG ' S TAIL 
MIX THEM - HANDFUL OF DIRT FROM HIS AND HER 
LEFT FOOT TRACK - THROW INTO FIRE , SAYING : 
CATS AND DOGS CAN ' T  GET ALONG TOGETHER, I 'LL 
BE DAMN IF YOU ALL SHALL - BROKE THEM RIGHT UP 

dirt out o f  de lef ' track from 
her and a handful of dirt out 
of his . I moxes doze two toget
her . I goes and git s me a dog , 
and I goes and gits me a cat , 
and I cuts de tip end off of 
each one o f  them ' s tail . I 

mixes them together wi th that sand all out of each one of doze tracks . I t ' rows 
dem into a fire s tove . I s ays , " Cats and dogs can ' t get along together , I ' ll be 
damn i f  you all shall . "  And it worked , broke dem right up . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , 
( 2 5 2 ) , 1 7 1 : 10+85 . ]  

10890 . Take cat hairs an ' dog hairs an ' mix i t  together an ' throw it 
around undah that hous e , an ' nobody lives there . 

MIX CAT HAIR AND DOG HAIR - THROW UNDER THEIR 
HOUSE TO CONFUSE AND DRIVE OUT PERSONS WITHIN 

(Why won ' t they live there? ) 
Why? Because when they git in 
there , i t ' ll be confus ed so they 
cain ' t s tay there . Dog and cats 

don ' like each othah . 
Ark . , (88 7 ) , 146 1 : 7 . ] 

Dat ' s whut chew call a black art tPiak. [Little Rock , 

10891 . Yo ' kin put cat hair in a person ' s whiskey or coffee o r  tea or s omep in 
lak dat an ' dey ' ll begin tub have f i t s  an ' ac t lak a cat or s omepin . Den too , 

HAIR OF CAT OR DOG IN DRINKS GIVES DRINKER FITS 
yo ' kin take dog hair an ' do 
de  s ame thing , an ' de dog hair 
git in it [ drink ] an ' it ' ll 

run yo ' crazy . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 30) , 1512 : 4  & 5 . ] 
1089 2 .  Well , the firs t  thing that happened , this girl , o ther girl , was go ing 

with the woman ' s husband ; and she [ other girl ] wanted the woman ' s husband for 

HAIR CUT FROM FIGHTING CAT AND DOG - PUT IN 
LINING OF MAN ' S COAT BY WOMAN TO SEPARATE 
HIM FROM WIFE - AFTER SEPARATION - WIFE TIES 
UP SOME OF HI S SEMEN WITH SILVER DIME IN 
mRNER OF RAG - KEEPS IN MATTRESS  - RE TURNS 

herself , and the woman wanted the 
husband �t home . And she [ other 
girl ] told me that she was going 
to make them [ husband and wif e ]  
g e t  along bad .  So  she put s ome 
dog hair and s ome cat hair dat -
you know , caught ' em f ighting 

and cut the hair out of the dog and the cat , and put this hair together and put 
it in there , in his coat lining . And she s ay ,  whenever he go home that would 
cause he and his wife to get along bad , and they ' d set up argue , fuss all the 
� .  Qui te natural nobody wants to s t ay with anyb ody like that . Af ter wh ich,  
when they s eparated - the man and wife - den she wanted him back . 

(The wife wanted him back? ) 
The wife wanted him back . And t o  get him back , she decided to  get to him and 

aoft ta lk , you know , love and talk to get h im back home to  have intercourse with 
hia. and then she was going to  t ake part of his and keep it at home . She say 
she tie i t  in a rag and put a silver dime in the corner of the rag , and she s tick 
it under her bed mattres s ,  and that would make him to  come back t o  where be left 
no.. 

(Well ,  then , did he come back? ) 
Yes • he came back . 
(Oh. he came back all right . )  
10893 . Take some of yore hair 

[Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 4 9 ) , 1018 : 5 . ] 
an ' wrap it up wit s ome of your discharge an '  
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put i t  on a dog ' s back or either a cat . Jis ' take a 
yore hair an ' tie it in a little knot right to their 

MAN OR WOMAN TAKES SOME OF HI S OR HER DISCHARGE 
WRAPS IT UP WITH HI S OR HER HAIR - TIES WITH THREAD 
ON THE BACK OF DOG OR CAT - PUTS CHEW TUH WALKIN ' 

chew tuh walkin ' an ' den yo ' j is '  wander on away . 
(And the cat the same way ? )  
Yes . 

s trand of  thread an ' take 
[ the do g ' s ]  hair . 

(Tie to them in the back 
and the back of a dog? ) 
Yes suh .  
(Well , what is going t o  
happen then ? ) 
Well , the dog runs - he 
goes about an ' dat puts 

(That is  all you have to do , use this hair and this dis charge and tie i t . 
What do you mean by dis charge ? )  [ I  have dis cuss ed this prob lem elsewhere . ]  

Yes . Well , i t ' s  j is '  lak yo ' know , yo ' know if  yo ' have a interco ' se ,  yo ' 
s ee .  

(You do that if you want t o  get rid o f  the person ? Who does this , the woman 
to the man or the man to the woman? )  

They both kin do it - de either one de same way . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 6 ) , 
1465 : 1 7 . ] 

1089 4 .  Any kind o f  cat hair and a h e  dog and a she cat t o  run a person away -
break ' em up . 

(How do you do that ? )  
You take this hair and you mix 

dog and the cat . The dog and cat 
i t  all up toge ther like that - the hair of the 
don ' t mate  toge ther . Call this man John . Jis ' 

SHE CAT AND HE DOG - HAIR FROM - MIX 
CALL WOMAN MARY AND MAN JOHN 
SAY , MARY� YOU AND JOHN CAN ' T  STAY TOGETHER 
TAKE 9 PODS OF RED PEPPER AND GUNPOWDER 
MIX THESE 3 :  HAIR - PEPPER - GUNPOWDER 
BURN IN YARD - MAKE WI SHES - THEY SEPARATE 

say ,  MapY �  you and John aan ' t  stay 
togetheP. Well , then you get this 
gunpowder and you get nine pods of 
red pepper , and you put that all 
together.  Don ' t burn it in de 
house . Make a fire out in de yard 
and burn i t , and make your wishes 
and they gone apart . [Norfolk , 
Va . , ( 486) , 51 6 : 2 . ] 
1089 5 . He cat hair , she dog hair , 

make man and woman love each o ther ; tie them [ their ] hairs toge ther , put urine 

HE CAT HAIR - SHE DOG HAIR - TO MAKE MAN AND WOMAN 
LOVE EACH OTHER - TIE HAIRS TOGETHER - ANOINT WITH 
URINE AND HEARTS COLOGNE - WRAP 9 TIMES IN RED 
FLANNEL - EACH WRAP TO YOU WI SHING EACH TIME 
I 'M TYING MY HEART AND YOUR HEART TOGETHER ETC. 
CHOOSE LIGHT OR DARK SHADE OF HEARTS POWDER 
GET SHADE NEAR COLOR OF PERSON - SHADE ON PACKAGE 
WEAR TiiiS RED FLANNEL PACKAGE AND YOU WILL GET MAN 

and HeaPts Co logne on , wrap 
in red flannel , wrap t o  you . 
At each wrap , wish . Wrap 9 
t imes . At each wrap wish : 
" I ' m  tying my head and your 
heart t o gether e tc . " Choose 
light or dark shade of  HeaPts 
Co logne [here HeaPts PowdeP , 
box with hear ts  on outs ide 
and s everal shades ment ione� 

as near color of person [man ] as pos s ib le . 
394 : 2+85 . ]  

[Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , ( 438) , 

10896 . You take a black hen ' s egg , b e  sure i t ' s  a b lack hen ' s egg ,  and you 
boil it , and you doesn ' t  get it completely done . Then you take and cut it in 
two , half in two , and if i t ' s  a woman and a man you want to break apart , s eparat� 
you get a male cat and a f emale dog , and give one hal f of  the egg t o  the dog and 
the o ther hal f to the cat . And then they s ay after the dog and cat eat this egg , 
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why , you make them fight . That ' s  what separates them . 
(Which hal f do you give to the dog and which half do you give to  the cat ? )  
You take an indelib le pencil and you write the man ' s name on one end and the 

woman ' s  name on the o ther end of the egg . And you see , when it boiling , see , 
the name ' s  right on through on the egg . And you see , you gave the man ' s  name to 
the [male ] cat and the woman ' s  name to the [ female ] dog . [Elizabeth City, N .  
Car . , ( 4 38) , 401 : 1 . ] 

1089 7 .  I ' ve heard of dey usin ' cat hair or dog hair or - I ' ll tell you . You 
kin take a dog and you git some hair right from her rear end , you understand ; 

CAT OR DOG HAIR FROM REAR END - S INGE IT 
TIE IN CLOTH WITH 9 KNOTS - WEAR ABOUT WAI S T  
NECK OR I N  CLOTHES - S INCE THI S HAIR CAME 
FROM REAR END - YOU CAN PAS S POISON OUT REAR 

right near where at  she do bus i
ness , you understand . All right . 
You take dat hair and you swinge 
[ s inge ] it , you see . You gits 
enough [ hai r ]  so  you kin swinge 
it , where you kin find it after 

you done it . You put it  on a p ie ce o f  clo t ' . Why you j e s '  set a mat ch t o  it 
and swinge it , see . ' Fore [ b e fore ] it  burn too much , why you put it out , you 
smo ther it you see . After you smother it , de clo t ' you burn i t  on , why you don ' t  
take it  o f f  dat clo th . You j es '  tie it  up right in dat same cloth , you see . All 
right , you put nine kno t s  in dat . Af t e r  you t i e  it  up you p ut nine kno t s  in it , 
and perhap s you tie it  around your wai s t , or you could make a sling and put it  
around your neck , or  you could sew i t  up  in your weskit [ ves t ]  lining , or  sompin 
like dat , or coat linin ' , or dere ' s  several ways to tote it . See . Why dat ' s de 
vay you do wit dat [ cat ] hair proposition .  

(What good will i t  d o  you t o  carry that hai r ? )  
That s t and f e r  a lotta things : dey kin pass poison [you ] and it won ' t hurt 

you . You can do anything you want with it . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 1 1) ,  5 7 9 : 4 . ] 
10 89 8 .  [Here are two versions of  the s ame r i t e  by the s ame informant , an 

excellent profess ional worker , they being on separate cylinders : ]  

BLACK CAT LICKS PERSON ' S PRIVATES 
9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRI SE - ETC . 

Version (1)  Ket ch you a b lack cat that ' s  a 
ramb ler an ' • • •  
(That ' s  a what ? )  

dboo [ call ]  ramb ler , o r  b lack 
vha ' choo go t an let him l ick 

{What do you pull out ? )  

Tha ' s wha ' choo call a rambus , that ' s  wha ' 
cat , he ' s  the luckiest  thing you kin do . Pull out 
right - j i s '  lick it  right well . 

You know , wha ' choo got between your legs . 
{A man ? )  
Or either a woman . Let her lick it  [ instead o f  the cat ] . Then she wet in 

this bot tle . Yo ' want to cross de hous e up don ' choo?  Well , yo ' get the person s 
� whoever in the house . Yo ' got to know the name , yo ' see . Write it  down an '  
put i t  in this bottle . Yo ' see , take it right out the� back doors tep an ' bury it 
�re . Yo ' wan ' a cross the house , yo ' wan ' a s tart dis turb [ment ] in the house 
dan '  choo ? [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 967 ) , 1 56 2 : 7 . ] 

Version ( 2) A simi lar version : 
I f  you wan t to have luck in the house you git choo a b lack cat , they ca1l that 

a �hler . An '  every morning be fore the sun rise for nine mornings , take it . if 
it ' s a woman , let him lick dat , an '  if  it ' s  a man let him lick it . Nov he ain' t 
sao' a bite choo . An '  turn him loose and luck you wana git hold of will be right 
Cbere in that house . Yo ' won ' t have a b i t  of  trouble . [ This woman . born iD 
� Carolina , ab le , excentric , tough , gave an excellent and long interview. 
BF transcriber missed all these cylinde rs . I trans cribed a fev rites bJ band -
� scattered through HOODOO - in tending to return to them . Siwd l arly I lost 
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another informant in Memphis . and my best  one in Jacksonville . ]  [Memphis . Tenn • •  
( 9 6 7 ) . 1563 : 3 . ] 

MAKE CAT AND DOG MAD - MIX THEIR HAIR 
SPRINKLE ACROSS YARD OF ENEMY SAYING :  
NIGGERS AND WHITES DON 'T AGREE AND 
CATS AND DOGS CAN 'T  AGREE - MOVE 

10899 . [Here is ano ther per s on whose 
cylinders were missed . an excellent p ro
fes s i onal worker : ]  
Cat and dog . mix hair after making mad . 
put s alt  and p epper wi th . sprinkle 

across yard saying . "N iggers and whites don ' t agree . and cats and dogs can ' t 
agree . move . " [Memphis . Tenn • •  (965 ) 1 15 5 7 : 2 . ]  

109 00 .  Say . for ins tance . if you was mah husb and and you was living with 
ano ther woman and ah didn ' t want chew to live with this woman . and I could get 

HAIR FROM UNDER CHINS AND TAILS OF CAT AND DOG 
WIFE TAKES - WRAPS INTO CI GARETTE PAPER - ADDS 
RED PEPPER - VISITS OTHER WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - THROWS 
INTO FIREPLACE - SEPARATES HUS BAND AND OTHER WOMAN 

familiar enough with this 
woman to  get in her house . 
or get someone to go to her 
house . I would cut the hair 
from under the chin of a 
dog . right under here [ d em-

ons trates ] .  and under the chin o f  a cat 1 and under their tails . and wrap it up 
into a cigarette paper . And when I go to their house . have occasion to smoke or 
do something . if they have fire in the grate . I throw that hair in the f ire . Put 
a little pepper in it - red pepper . And they posi tively will fight . [ even ] if 
they haven ' t  been us ed to it. They will continue to fight and be in confus ion 

CATCH A CAT AND BULLDOG WHEN LATTER MAD - TAKE 
HAIR FROM BACKS OF EACH - MIX - ADD GUNPOWDER 
YOU WRITE THEIR NAME S - HAVE TO WRITE YOUR NAME 
PRACTI CALLY WITH MOST OF THE WITCHCRAFT WORK 
BORN - MAKES THE PERSONS FURIOUS - SEPARATES THEM 

all the t ime . [Mob ile . Ala • •  
( 65 0) . 84 5 : 2 . ] 
10901 . Well . you see you 
gotta  ketch a bulldog when 
he is mad • • •  a real furious 
dog - gotta ketch a bad dog . 
and you ketch a cat and take 
the hair o f f  his [ eat ' s ]  back 

back and you mix 
them down . 

and the hair off  the dog ' s  
them together and you wil l put gunpowder in that and you burn 

(Where do you burn that ? )  
Burn dat in your s tove . I f  you got a fireplace in the s t ones . 
(What are you supposed to  do  then ? )  
That supposed to  make anger . fus s . the one who you want to  break up . 
(Well . how do you know which one to do that t o ?  Do you do anything about 

that ? )  
Well . like i f  I know you and I wanted t o  break your home up 1 I ' ll take your 

name and put it down and write . you have to wri te your name practica l ly wi th 
mos t  of the wi tchcraft work . 

(Oh ! I s ee . you have to burn that with the name then? This paper and this 
hair together . )  

All in there and the gunpowder . Makes them fighting and fus s ing . Jus t like 
the cat and dog will fight . dat ' s  d e  way you will do . Well . one or  the o ther of 
you going get tired and leave . [Norfolk . Va . 1 ( 4 9 2 ) 1 53 0 : 8 . ] 

109 02 .  You clip de hair o f f  de dog w ' ere he bris ' led up 1 a bad dog 1 an ' a 
he cat . An '  yo ' mix that hair toge ther j is ' like yo ' d  mix up salt an ' peppah . 
Then mix that wi t de pers on name . You kin us e like that an ' yo ' kin make a per
son move . You take de dog hair an ' cat_h�ir 1 an ' yo ' mix it j is '  like yo ' do  
salt  an ' peppah 1 an ' yo ' put this  red ciyine [ cayenne ] peppah wi t it .  Yo ' g it 
b i tter aloes . yo ' git  yo ' s ome John de Conkah root ; not the powder .  yo ' git  de 
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roo t , yo ' boil that . Yo ' mix this dog hair an ' cat hair together , an '  yo ' have 

BRISTLED HAI R FROM BAD DOG AND HE CAT - NAME - MIX 
ADD : CAYENNE PEPPER - BITTER ALOES - JOHN DE CONKAH 
BOIL - ADD HOT PEPPER AND WAR WATER - SP RINKLE AT 
VICTIM' S HOUSE - HE CROS S ING NEXT DAY SON MOVES 

that in a big bucket wi th 
hot peppah [ pepper sauce ] 
in there and � � .  
An '  who8 omevah it i s  you 
wan t to move you take it 
to de house an ' sprinkle 

de porch , chuck it b ack under 
next mornin ' , comin ' out . I t  
1119 : 8 . ]  

de s teps . An ' de next day they cross over it , de 
j is '  make ' em move . [New Or leans , La. , (802) , 

10903 . Well , yo ' take de hair off a b ad dog ' s b ack , de hair o f f  a eat ' s  
back , an ' take a woman ' s  underwear when i t ' s  dir ty , an ' wash i t , taking dat 

HAIR FROM BAD DOG ' S BACK - CAT ' S BACK - WATER FROM 
WOMAN ' S WASHED UNDERWEAR - ADD TURPENTINE - BOTTLE 
THROW INTO MISSIS SIPPI RIVER - CAUSES FAMILY FIGHT 

wa tah an ' app lyin ' it vit 
dat hair off  de dog ' s  back 
an ' off  de eat ' s  back , an' 
put t in '  turpent ine wit it , 
an ' shut t in ' de b o t tle up ,  

an '  throw it in de Mis s ' ipp i Rivah . I t  will cause one de greates t r�ws in dat 
house yo ' evah did see . [New Or leans , La . , ( 15 60 ) , 2852 : 5 . ] 

10904 . Yo ' kin cut dat out from dog ' s - out f rom back de dog ' s  neck an ' yo ' 
kin cut it  out f rom b ack of  de eat ' s  neck , an ' yo ' put i t  at chure do ' ,  yo ' see . 

CUT HAIR FROM BACKS OF DOG ' S AND CAT ' S NECKS AND 
PUT IT  AT VICTIM' S DOOR - SEPARATES MAN AND WIFE 

See , dat separate s  man an ' 
his wife . See , de cat an ' de 
dog squabb lin ' .  An '  yo ' j is '  

an '  yo ' j is '  put i t  down aroun ' an ' 
15 23 : 16 . ] 

tang le dat hair up toge ther 
dey will separate . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 941) , 

1090 5 .  Yo ' take them f ingernails an ' toenails an ' mix ' em ,  yo ' know , wit de 
same thing - eat ' s  an ' dog ' s  bris t les an ' things , an ' bury ' em undah de do ' s tep 
an' dey ' ll leave town .  If anyb ody want yo ' [ them] tuh leave , dey ' ll leave - j est  

break up an ' j es t  leave , 
VICTIM ' S  FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS MIXED WITH CAT ' S 
01. DOG ' S B RISTLES AND BURIED UNDER HI S OR HER DOOR 
BE OR SHE WALKING OVER THEM WILL SOON LEAVE HOUSE 

woman ' s ] . Yo ' know , if yo ' wan t de man t uh  leave , 
aails ] . If yo ' wan t de woman tuh leave , git hers . 
dat an ' b ury ' ern undah a do ' s tep . Bury them where 
avah them. [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1093) , 17 60 : 7 . ] 

run away . 
(Whose f ingernails and toe
nails do you take? ) 
Take a man ' s ,  either [ a  

git h i s  toenails [and f inger
An '  mix them t oge ther lak 

dey go t ta walk in an ' out 

10906 . Take the - like they go t a white dog . Well , you see , they [white 
�s ] make white - white s tuf f you know , down here . Well , you take that [white 

EITE DOGS MAKE WHITE MANURE - TAKE THAT WHEN DRY 
Jmrr DAUBER NEST - CAYENNE PEPPER - EP SOM SALTS - BLACK 
lEPPER - SALT - HAIR FROM DOG ' S BACK AND CAT ' S BACK 
?XI KNOW CATS AND DOGS CAN ' T  AGREE • • •  THEY 'LL FIGHT 
� ALL - THROW AT VICTIM ' S  HOUSE - THEY ' LL FIGHT 

manure ] and when that ' s  
dry , ge t the dirt dau
ber and ge t that cay
enne pepper , Epsa. 
salts , black pepper ,  
salt , and red pepper 
the red cayeooe pep

fer• You [know ] the regular red cayenne pepper . And take some o f  the hair out 
• the dog ' s b ack and some out of the cat ' s back . You know cats aDd clop cm ' t 

� · You know they ' ll f igh t . We ll , they put all that together and .tK it up ,  
� then throw i t  around peoples

·
• houses and make them f ight . [Rev Orleaaa, 

� .  (826) , 1206 : 8 . ] 
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MIX CAT HAIR AND DOG HAIR - BURN WITH BRIMSTONE 
OUTDOORS - 'STURE A COMMUNITY - CAUSE CONFUSION 

same brims tone ; an ' burn anywhere outdo ' s ,  an ' i t  
confus ion . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2831 : 14 . ] 

109 0 7 . Git de cat hair an ' de 
dog hair an '  mix it toge ther , 
an ' den when yo ' mix i t  toget
her , den yo ' git chew some dis 
will ' sturb a community , ' cause 

10908 . An ' den , too , ag ' in , i f  yo ' want ' em tuh move , if  yo ' want a upset  
peoples an ' have confus ion , yo ' git chew a small lit tle [ young ] cat  an ' a [ young ] 

GET A KITTEN AND A PUP - CL IP BRISTLES FROM CAT 
AND DOG - MIX AND THROW AT A PERSON ' S  HOUSE 
THAT CAUSE S CONFUSION INSIDE - KEEP S THEM UP SET 

dog . Yo ' know , when a cat an ' 
a dog git tuhgethah , his bris
tles raises .  Well , yo ' takes 
dat cat an ' put him tuh where 
a dog kin see ' em ;  an ' when dey 

bris tles raise up , clip de bristles o f f  de cat an ' o f f a  de dog an ' mix it  tuhget
hah . An ' if  yo ' kin git  in dey house , why yo ' carry i t  in dere an ' throw it  
about in  de  house an ' walk on out . Well , dat  breaks ' em up  an ' keeps ' em always 
s tirred up , confused tuh death . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 3 7 ) , 2 7 7 4 : 8 . ] 

109 09 . Git a small puppy an ' a small cat  [ ki t ten ] an ' yo ' put dem - j o in ' em 
togethah an ' make ' em mad wit each o thah . Now dey bris tle up . In de back of dat 

PUPPY AND KITTEN - MAKE HAIR BRI STLE - TAKE SOME 
FROM BACKS OF NECKS - CONCEAL AT ENEMY ' S  DOOR 
WHILE SAYING : CATS AN ' DOGS CAIN ' T  AGREE. GO ! 

neck where dey bris tle , yo ' 
cut some hair from each an ' 
yo ' mix i t  togethah , an ' yo ' 
care it  an ' yo ' sprinkle it  
down ; yo ' may say fa ' in-

stance , undah a mat o r  anything , dat dis  individual cons tantly have tuh come 
ovah . An '  in de meant ime yo ' make de expre ss ion on , "Cats an ' dogs cain ' t agree . 
Go ! "  Den dey go . Move . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15) , 1481 : 2 . ] 

109 10 . Used for back luck , too . They take a dog ' s hair and a eat ' s  hair and 
put i t  together , and the person ' s name with it , and sew i t  up toge ther an ' bury 

SEW UP CAT AND DOG HAIR - VICTIM ' S NAME - BURY AT 
LATTER1 S HOUSE - SOON FIGHTING AND KILLING WITHIN 

it close to that person ' s 
house . And they ' ll want t o  
kill everybody i n  that house . 
They get together like cats 

and dogs and they ' re f ight ing and killing one another and scratching and biting 
going on some thing terrible . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 1 5 7 7 : 4 . ] 

109 1 1 .  Dog manure an ' dog hair - see , dey go t t a  g i t  d a t  d o g  an ' c a t  tuh 
f ightin ' ; see , i f  yo ' wanta separate a man an ' a woman . See , yo ' git - lak mah , 

ah have two little white 
MAKE A CAT AND DOG FIGHT - CLIP THEIR HAIR QUICKLY 
� THEIR MANURE S AND RAT MANURE - MIX TOGETHER 
:ro 1 KNO'fl DEM THREE THINGS [ ANIMALS ] DON ' GIT ALONG 
� IRTO THEIR ROOM - SEPARATES ANY MAN AND WIFE 

dogs now . Well , yo ' g i t  a 
cat an ' git dem tuh fightin ' 
an ' clip de hair right quick 
while dey b o th mad . Yo ' put 
dat tuhgethah , dat cat hair 

... de dog hair , an ' � dog manure an ' cat manure , an ' rat manure . Well , yo ' 
..._ � three things don ' git  along , don ' t chew? Yo ' know de cat hates  d e  rat 
.. • � dos hates de cat . So  yo' throw dat in dere . I t  really separate any man 
... alfe an' it wil l  make ' em move . Throw i t  in de room ,  j is '  lak ah come in 
..... Po ' instance , ah wanta  have sompin in mah han ' . Ah could be sittin '  heah 
... � coald be j is '  sprinklin ' i t  aroun ' . [ I  replaced the original four-let ter 
.... � ... are. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 20) , 1487 : 3 . ] 

tat12. If yo ' s  a man an ' maybe yo ' s  gain ' tuh see dis  woman ovah heah , an ' 
so � [after] dis woman ovah heah , ah ' l l git a piece o f  yore clothes , yo ' 
�. jea1 a 1111 scrap . Ah' ll git a scrap of  his clothes , clothes whut [ b o th ]  
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chew weah , anything . An ' ah ' ll take dat an ' put dat tuhgethah an ' take a p inch 

YOU WANT TO BREAK UP WOMAN AND MAN GOING TOGETHER 
HAIR FROM FRONT OF CAT AND P IECE OF WOMAN ' S CLOTHES 
HAI R  FROM BACK OF  DOG AND P IECE OF MAN ' S CLOTHES 
AFTER YOU HAVE MADE THESE TWO ANIMALS FIGHT 
MIX THESE P IECES TOGETHER AND BURY WHERE BOTH WALK 

o f  de dog hair , yo ' know . 
De dog an ' de cat  don ' like 
one ' nether , yo ' know. De 
dog an ' cat fight . Take de 
hair out de front , out de 
cat , an ' put it in a piece 
of  yore clo thes an ' de 

woman ' s clo thes tuhgethah , an ' ah ' l l b ind it  up an ' ah ' l l bury it roun ' dat way , 
s ide de road . S o  dey s ay s . Dey nevah kin live no mo ' tuhgethah . 

(They can ' t live no more toge ther. You take a p iece of  the man ' s 
a piece of  the woman ' s  clo thes and you take this hair from a cat and 
dog , and you ball them up and bury them beside the road . That makes 
and they can ' t live t ogether . )  

clothes and 
from the 
them fight 

Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1435 ) , 2601 : 11 . ] 
10913 . Jes ' lak if yo ' g o t  a dog an ' a cat - ain ' t chew s een two dogs and two 

cat s meet , an ' de cat make up his b ristles an ' de dog make up his bris tles ? An ' 

CLIP BRISTLES FROM NECKS OF QUARRELING CAT AND DOG 
JIOLD IN CLOTH - PIN WITH 9 NEEDLES ALTERNATING 
BEADS AND POINTS - WISHING PERSONS FIGHT ON SIGHT 

while dey got dere b ristles 
made up , yo ' ll git de hair 
behin ' both of ' em ' s neck , 
see ; an ' put it in a p iece 
o f  cloth an ' fold up de 

c1oth , an '  p in nine straight p ins in i t - one 
one in it [ cloth ] dat way - an ' one in it dat 
an' dat j es '  will make ' em fus s an ' f ight . 

each way . S ee [ demons trates ] pin 
way [ heads and point s ,  alternated ] 

(Well ,  now what do they do  wi th that cloth after they pin it up ? Where do 
they put that ? )  

Yo ' tote  dat in yore pocke t , see . When dey git  together j es '  lak dat dog an ' 
cat fight yo ' s ee ; j es '  fus s an ' fight , be  mad [ every ] t ime dey s ee one ' ne ther . 
Do dat wit de hair . 

(But they have to get near one another . )  [Here without suggest ing an answer , 
I am asking in formant how all these concerns the two vic t ims . Do they walk over 
package? I s  it thrown into their hous e ?  Does he name p ins them? Without some 
such device all this is done by inf ormants intent ion . ]  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1 07 5 ) , 
1741 : 7 . ] 

10914 . I know what they do with that . Just like if you has a sweetheart and 
She done lef t  you and is living with someone else , well you take this dog hair 

!lli CAT AND DOG HAIR AND P UT IN LEMON WITH FULL 
�S OF MAN AND WOMAN TO BE SEPARATED - ADD 
CAYENNE PEPPER - BURY - THEY WILL NOT GET ALONG 

and cat hair and you mix it to
gether , see . And you get you a 
lemon . 
(A lemon ? )  

Yes , and you cut this lemon 
open and you s t ick this dog hair and cat hair in there wi th their name - their 
fall name . Put it in there and mix it together wi th cayenne p epper - in the 
1e.on - and bury it and they never get along . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 38) , 1261 : 7 . ] 

109 15 .  L ike if I g o t  a woman and she living with ano ther man and I want her 
to break up with him .  We ll , I take some hair from a dog and from a cat and I 

� OF MAN AND WOMAN TO BE SEPARATED ARE BURIED 
D A LEMON WITH MIXED CAT AND DOG HAIR - SEAL 
Uli)N WITII CANDLE DRIPP INGS - DO IN DARK OF MOON 

get s  me a lemon . I cut s this 
lemon open and I put them two 
party ' s  names in there - this 
woman and this man - names 
down in this lemon and this 

4Dc [ and cat ] hair . And I takes a candle and I light it , and I close it back up 
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[see LateP ] you know , so  they won ' t fall from it . Clo s e  it  right up and I bury 
it . On the dark of the moon , I do that . And they won ' t get along . 

(Where do you bury that ? )  
I j us t  take and bury it anywhere in my yard . 
( I  s ee .  You s eal that lemon back up with this wax from the candle? ) 
Yes , sir . [New O rleans , La . , ( 8 2 2 ) , 1188 : 6 . ] 
109 16 .  Heard dem say if folks wanta give you bad luck , dey kin go to grave

yard and git graveyard dus t .  And they kin take - and dey kin git some hair off  
a dog ' s back and cut de hair o f f  a black eat ' s tail , and bury it  under yore door , 

HAIR FROM DOG ' S BACK - HAIR FROM BLACK CAT ' S TAIL 
and dat will give you bad 
luck . 

AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - BURY TIED IN SACK UNDER DOOR 
GIVES BAD LUCK TO PERSONS LIVING IN THAT HOUSE 

(All those things together? )  
Suah [ sir ] , all dem together 
and t ie dem in a sack and put 

it under yo ' door and give yo ' bad luck . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (563) , 7 01 : 4 . ] 
109 1 7 . Tie together hair from dog ' s back and hair from eat ' s back and nail 

it some place ; every t ime they meet they will fight . [ Richmond , Va . , 306 : 2 . ] 

CAT AND DOG HAIR RITES 
REDUCED TO A FEW LINES 
THIS DONE YEARS AGO 

at door ; people living 
303 : 10 . ] 

109 18 . Mix cat hair and dog hair , b urn , put ashes in 
hous e to cause disagreements ,  figh ting , etc . [ Richmond , 
Va . , 378 : 4 . ] 
109 19 . Mix cat and dog hair with s even ingredients :  
pepper , b lue s t one , sulphur , salt , asafetida , etc . , put 

there will figh t like cats and dogs . [ Richmo nd ,  Va . , 

109 2 0 .  Mix hair from a male dog and a female cat , burn and make wishes to 
b reak up a man and woman . [ E l izab eth City , N .  Car . , 39 4 : 1 . ] 

109 21 .  Make a cat and dog fight , take hair from each , burn this on the prop
erty line b e tween the part ies you want to have fight . [Nor folk , Va . , 49 2 : 4 . ] 

109 22 .  Mix graveyard d irt  with cayenne pepper , cat and dog hair , put in a 
cup , and place under the house of the person to b e  moved . [Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
610 : 8 . ] 

109 2 3 .  Tie cat hair and dog hair together , burn near a hous e ,  and it will 
b reak up the coup le l iving there . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 541 : 1 . ] 

109 24 . Mix cat hair , dog hair , red pepp er ,  dragon ' s  blood , candle wax , burn ; 
person ge t t ing s c ent o f  this will have " roaming mind . "  [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , 
610 : 12 . ] 

109 25 . Mix cat and dog hair , bury under doo r s t ep , makes move . [Vicksburg , 
Mis s . ,  105 7 : 9 . ] 

109 26 .  Cut hair off  end o f  tail o f  b lack cat , put i n  bag - "somep in like a 
mojo b ag" - carry it for gamb l ing . [Longer i t em , check if it  can b e  trans crib ed 
for text . ] [Richmond , Va . , 365 : 3 . ]  

109 27 . Cut hair from b lack eat ' s tail , mix with b lack pepp er ; if undes ired 
visitor , burn this on s tove , won ' t come back . Also keep s law away . [Nor folk , 
Va . , 4 7 6 : 6 . ] 

1 09 28 .  Cut o f f  ear of  b lack cat , make a thumb of  top skin that slip s  o f f . 
Firs t , mus t  b e  b oiled in b lack cow ' s milk . Wear on index f inger of  left  hand , 
worn to ge t j ob or  any favor . [ Richmond , Va . , 341 : 7 . ] 

109 29 . Yo ' kin take the right ear o f  a b lack cat an ' b o il it in a b lack 
cow ' s milk and dry i t , an ' make a thumb pad out of it an ' wear it on yore thumb . 
Dat ' s mighty good luck in gamblin ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1174) , 19 82 : 2 . ] 

STRAY CAT OR DOG SIGN OF S I CKNE SS  OR DEATH 
109 30 . A cat or  a dog , when 
' em round in yore yard , it ' s  
a s ign o f  death or s i cknes s .  

yo ' s ee 
either 

[ At 
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the moment I do no t re cal l ever having heard this rite be fore . It  shows the fear 
or awe of  s trange animals ,  the unusual of any kind ! ] [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , 
( 14 2 6) , 2 57 2 : 19 . ] 

109 31 . Yo ' take de b lood out o f  a cat f ish , an ' say fo ' instance , if  yo ' wanta 
make friends wit s omebody , or  a woman or man , or anybody yo ' wanta make friends 

CATFISH BLOOD POWER - THROW ON PERSON - BE FRIENDS 
wi t .  Wel l ,  now , yo ' take 
dat up [ after blood has 
dried ] an ' powder it up ,  

an ' g i t  close enough to  dem 
friends . Yo ' ll pre t ty much 
2889 : 1 . ] 

an ' j es '  throw s ome o f  it on ' em,  an ' dat ' ll draw 
accomplish yore intention . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1529) , 

109 32 .  Yo ' takes a 
alive , any kinda fish . 

pers on dat ' s  heavy drinker . Yo ' git  chew a live catfish -
I t  don ' have tuh be no special kind o f  fish . Yo ' cut de 

CATFISH BLOOD - 3 DROPS - CURES ALCOHOLISM 
t ai l  off an ' yo ' ketch s ome of  dat 
j es '  ketch three drops o f  that bl� 
an ' yo ' put dat b lood into dat . Yo ' 

git some likker , whatsomevah likker 
it to ' em to drink . He goin ' drink 
common belie f along the Miss i s s ippi 
For cat f ish b lood and alcohol ,  see 
giers , La . , ( 1577) , 290 6 : 5 . ] 

dey likes , an ' put dat b lood in dere an ' give 
it . [ Cat fish b lood to  cure alcoholism i s  a 
River from Memphis down through New Orleans . 
a lso Nos . 7000-7007 , p . 315 6- 3158 , v . 4 . ] [Al-

109 33.  Like a man is  a heavy drinker . 
catfish and g i t  home with him as quick as 

You go  to  the river and catch you a 
you can ,  be fore he die s . Now , buy gin , 

3 DROPS - CATFISH TAIL BLOOD - CURES ALCOHOLISM 
wine - whaever he drinks . And 
take a knife and put it in that 
cat fish ' s  tail and hold him up 

and let three drops o f  b lood drop in that whiskey or wine , whatever you [he ] 
drink . And shake it up and put there for you [ him] when you [ he ]  come . Now when 
you drink this , it ' s  goin ' to make you sick . I t  make yo ' so s ick i t ' l l almost 
kill yo ' .  And it ' ll give yo ' no more tas t e  for liquor . [New Orle ans , La. , 
(855) , 1 350 : 5 . ] 

109 34 . Cat fish blood is supposed to be lucky fo ' a gamb Zin ' hand. Well , dey 
take de catfish an ' cut him , an ' de b lood comes out , see , b leeds out . Den yo ' 

FRESH CATFISH BLOOD - BURY 8 DAYS - GAMBLING LUCK 
take dat b lood an ' yo ' wrap 
it up into a rag an ' yo ' bury 
it an ' let it s t ay buried fo ' 

eight days , s o  ah learnt , an ' den take i t  up out o f  there an ' put it in yore 
pocke t an ' dat supposed tuh be lucky [probab ly if you gamb le on the 9 th day ] . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 21) , 2 69 9 : 16 . ] 

109 35 . Okey . You kin take a cat fish - a 
did you s omepin and you wanta make ' em  leave 

fresh cat fish - and if s omeone done 
town , you take their name and write 

CUT OPEN LIVE CATFISH - SEW PERSON ' S  NAME INS IDE 
1BROW FISH BACK INTO RIVER - PERSON BECOMES WANDERER 

it down . And take that 
cat fish and cut him open 
and sew the ir name up in 
that cat fis h .  And go t o  

the river and throw i t  overboard . An d  he going to , t o  dri ft away from tavn -
that p erson , after you get their name . He going . He don ' t leave with somebody , 
he going leave . [New Orleans , La . , ( 859) , 1367 : 1 . ] 

109 36 . Write de name nine times on a p iece o f  parchment [ pape r ]  and you take 
it to de water and throw it in de water . And den you take a live catfish and 
take his tail and cut d e  tai l  [ cut p iece of fin o f f ] . And write de � of dis 
person and put it on - cut de tail of de fish and put de paper in de catfish 
.aoth , but it mus t be done when de fish live . And de tail o f  de fish and de 
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name dat is wrote on dis piece o f  parchment nine t imes and take it t o  de swi ft 
running water and throw it away and dey will  leave . 

VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES - WRITE ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
CUT OFF PIECE OF LIVE CATFI SH TAIL FIN - PUSH PAPER 
AND FIN INTO MOUTH OF FISH - TURN FISH LOOSE IN 
RUNNING WATER - RUDDERLES S  FISH - WANDERING VI CTIM 

(I  didn ' t unders tand how 
you do that . You put this 
in a live cat f i sh? ) 
Yes , get de fish live and 
you cut de tail  o f f . [To  
cut o f f  piece of  tail fin 

keep s fish from steering itself ; in like manner vi ctim wanders about aimlessly . ]  
Den you write de name nine t imes o f  de person which you wanta leave - on parch
ment [paper ] nine times . Put it in de mouth and take it to de deep water and 
throw it away , and don ' t look at it [ turn your back ] . Let de fish go . And 
you ' ll visualize it . Den you ' ll j est  see ' em  going . 

(What about the tail o f  the fi sh? ) 
Put dat down in de mouth , too . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 28) , 806 : 13 . ] 
109 3 7 . Take a catf ish entrails , sp lit  him open while dey al ive - channel 

cat - an ' take dat entrails an ' put it in a bot tle , or else bury it undah yore 
do ' step s ; j es '  lak yo ' had a place an ' wanted tub s tay dere , why yo ' kin s tay 
dere as long as yo ' wanta , if yo ' bury dat undah dere , wit dere name . 

SPLIT OPEN LIVE CHANNEL CATFI SH - TAKE ENTRAILS 
PUT IN BOTTLE OR BURY UNDER DOORSTEP WITH NAME OF 
LANDLORD - YOU CAN STAY THERE AS LONG AS YOU WANT 

P I CK UP VI CTIM ' S FOOT T RACK - TOE TO HEEL AND 
HEEL TO TOE - THESE CONTRARY DIRE CTIONS CONFUSE 
MI X  WITH GUNPOWDER - WRAP BOTH IN PAPER - GO TO 
RIVER - CATCH CATFISH - SHOVE THI S PAPER DOWN HIS 
THROAT - SEW UP HIS MOUTH - THROW HIM OVERBOARD 
AS LONG AS THAT CATFI SH WANDERS - VICTIM WANDERS 

(The name o f  the landlord on 
it? ) 
Den yo ' kin s t ay at dat place 
as long as yo ' want to . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 1 549) , 2817 : 10 . ] 
109 3 8 . Yo ' take it an ' pick 
it up from de gro und dis way 
first [demonstrates ] .  
(F rom the toe back to the 
heel . )  
Yes , back to de heel , and den 
from de heel to de toe . Yo ' 
carry it and get some black 

gunpowder , and you take it and go t o  a river and ketch a catf ish . And when yo ' 
ketch him ,  don ' t kill him ,  put dis in his mouth in a piece of  paper . And s ew his 
mouth up and throw him overboard and dey ' ll go until de fish stop s . Wheres omevah 
he s top , dey ' ll stop ; whether it be  beyond de s tate , where dey come from .  

(Do you put j us t  a p iece o f  plain paper? ) 
Yes s ir , j es t  plain paper . 
(How many tracks do you take? ) 
Jest  one . 
(Which one , any one? ) 
Right . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 671) , 883 : 1 2 . ] 
109 39 . Wal , ah ' m  goin '  tell you dis now , ' g in [ again ] . Now ,  in cases a per

son was treat in ' yo ' dirty , ag ' in ,  an ' interferin ' wit yore family , what would 
yo ' do . Yo ' wanta learn dat?  

[ I  evidently nod yes . ] 
All right . Wel l , yo ' go  ahead and wr ite dere names nine t imes - wr ite it nine 

t ime s .  
( On  what ? )  
On a piece o f  paper - o n  a piece o f  Bliss [ trade name ] paper . 
(Bliss tablet paper? ) 
Dat ' s  right.  An '  write i t  and den when yo ' wr ite dat , roll it under . S ee ,  

any kinda bad words yo ' wanta use on dat , yo ' do dat . Wal , den yo ' go tub de 
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river - unders tand me go od now . Go 
dis i s  a catf ish yo ' ketchin ' , see . 

tuh de rivah an ' ketch yo ' a cat fish . See , 
Yo ' know he ' s  go tta skin , yo ' know. 

WRITE NAME 4 TIMES - OF PERSON HA VE DONE YO ' DIRTY 
ROLL IT UNDER FOR BAD WORDS - GO TO RIVER - CATCH 
A CATFISH - LIFT UP SKIN - PUT NAME UNDER - RETURN TO 
RI VE R  - PERSON WHOSE NAME ON FI SH JUMPS INTO RIVER 

(You catch this catfish 
and you have this name 
written on this piece o f  
paper . )  
Yo ' wri te dis party ' s 
name on a piece o f  paper 

whut have done yo ' dirty , whut chew wanta gi t rid o f  ' em at once . 
(Now , what do you do with the catfish? ) 
See , yo ' take dis f ish , reach and gi t his skin now lak dis [ demons trates ] . 

See , he ' s  go tta skin . Yo ' skins ' im.  See , yo ' li f t  up his skin . Yo ' know , 
lif t  his skin up an ' ro ll dat tight a li t tle space ; yo ' know , j es '  a li t tle space 
tight as yo ' kin , an ' s tick it [name ] in dere up undah his skin an ' put him back 
in de rivah . Well , when he [ fish ]  gone - an ' he ' s  gone wi t dat message yo ' see -
well , when he go , dis party j ump s in de rivah . And de f arther dey go , den dey ' s 
tryin ' ke tch dat fish an ' dey j es '  drown dems elves - fall ov ' bo ' d  an ' drown . 

(Do you cut this skin on the fish and put it  under there ? )  
Jes ' cut his skin an ' lif ' his skin up . Go tta s ti ck a kni fe in dere - yo ' 

know j es '  a li ttle b i t  - an ' s tick it  [ name ] up undah dere , see , an ' go to de 
rivah wi t it . 

(And turn the cat fish loo se again? ) 
He ' s  gone . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 56) , 9 36 : 6 . ] 
10940 . I f  yo ' in a house an ' de man ' s hard on yo ' wi t chure rent , yo ' take 

one dese channel cats . 
(A channel cat fish? ) 
Dat ' s ri ght , an ' whils t i t ' s ' live , cut him open . Yo ' cut dat channel cat 

open an ' whils t it ' s  ho t ,  yo ' take an ' bury dat undah de s teps where de rentman 

SPLIT OPEN LIVE CHANNEL CATFISH - BURY UNDER STEPS 
TO KEEP RENTMAN FROM PRE S S ING YOU FOR RENT MONEY 

SMOKE CATFISH LIVER AND HEART IN HOUSE 
DRIVE S OUT ALL EVIL SPIRITS 

NO ONE CAN MOVE YOU FROM THE HOUSE 

go tta tuh come ovah , an ' yo ' 
kin s tay dere j es '  as long 
as yo ' wanta . Yo ' go tta 
bury it  undah de s tep s . 
[ Memphis , Tenn . , (1548) , 
2810 : 5 . ] 
10941 . Ah would j i s '  
simp ly - ah would make me 
a smoke , an ' dat  would knock 
evahthing in de haid . 
(How do you make that smoke� 
Ah would make i t  wi t de fish 

livah an ' heart . Ah would take de fiah an ' ah would put de heart in a saucah an '  
leave dat set  fo ' ' bout nine days . An '  af tah dat ah would take a furnace an '  ah 
would take j i s '  a li ' le small p inch o f  it . An '  i t  drives a l l  evil spiri ts clean 
away . Ab so lutely . 

(What kind o f  f ish do you us e ,  any kind o f  fish ? )  
Cat fish . De oldah de cat fish is , de bet tah it is . 
(Now you make this smoke , then what do you do ? )  
Dat explores all ovah de house where yo ' live . De party dat wants tuh git 

chew out , dey cain ' t b e  succes s ful . 
( I f  I want to s tay in the house , I make that smoke and they can ' t .ave .e out � 
Can ' t move yo ' out . [New Orleans , La . , ( 858) , 1365 : 4 . ] 
10942 . Cream o f  sweet  milk ovah your eye - will take de cataract eye sa.ebody 

put ovah your eye [ =  cream o f  sweet  milk put in your eye will take off or cure 
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the cataract s omeone hoodooed 
CATARACT ON EYE BY HOODOO - REMOVED BY COW CREAM into your eye ] . [This i s  

s urely my only examp le o f  
cataract being caused by hoodoo ! ]  [Ri chmond , V a . , ( 384) , 3 2 7 : 3 . ] 

10943 . Dey take cedar an '  buy [ bury ] undah - lak i f  yo ' wanta do s omp in tuh 
someb ody , take cedar an '  bury i t  undah de do ' s tep or  p lace where dey have tuh go 

in an '  out . Or either put undah 
CEDAR UNDER DOORSTEP CAUSED CONFUS I ON WITHIN de do ' an ' it will cause a con

fus ion or keep yore husb and from 
runnin ' .  Lak if yore husband is ga in ' tuh dis woman ' s  house , an ' yo ' j es '  git 
s ome of it [wood ] an '  take it  dere an ' put it , dat ' l l cause ' em tuh b reak up . 

(You put this cedar in he r house ? )  
Ye ah , go dere at night . [ Faye t teville , N .  C ar . • ( 1426)  • 2 57 2 : 8 . ] 
109 4 4 . A p iece o f  cedar bush - take limb o f fa cedar tree an ' s lip it in a man 

hous e an '  put i t  up ovah de do ' ,  up ovah de do ' where he ' d  have to walk in at . 
An '  ev ' ry t ime dat man - i f  yo'  

CEDAR HIDDEN OVER DOOR - SEPARATES MAN FROM WIFE want a break him from his wife 
ev ' ry time he come in why 

hit ' ll caus e confus ion . An '  eventually it  will keep on until he can ' t  s t ay dere . 
S ee , it ' ll run him ' way from dere . He j e s t  can ' t  s tay dere at dat house . 

( S ome othe r man would b e  doing this to ge t rid o f  him . ) 
Git rida him , see . 

of  the cedar tree ? )  
Ga . , ( 1066) , 1 7 2 4 : 3 . ] 

(Jus t the ordinary b ranch 
A cedar bush . [Way cro s s  • 
10945 . I f  yo ' wanta make 

de bough , a p art o f  de cedar 
a person move , yo ' go to de cedar tree an ' yo ' git 
limb dat turn toward de sundown . An '  yo ' kin git 

CEDAR BRANCH TURNED TOWARDS SUNDOWN - CUT OFF 
MAKE 3 PEGS - DRIVE IN FRONT OF THEIR  STEPS - MOVES 

[make ] three pegs [ from the 
branch ] an ' yo ' take dese 
three pegs an ' yo ' put ' em 
to de front do ' of  a person 

dat chew want moved , an ' dey won ' t s t ay dere . Dey ' ll move . 
(What do you do with those three pegs ? )  
Yo ' drive i t  [ them] down t o  de s tep , front s tep i f  yo ' can . 
(What do you do with that cedar branch ? ) 
Dat branch ,  dat ' s  from de top o f  de tree , dat toward de sundown . 
(Well , where do you ge t these pegs ? )  
Yo ' git de peg from de b ran ch . 
(You take the branch o ff the tree then you make three pegs from the branch ? )  
Dat ' s  it . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1269) , 2 1 4 8 : 5 . ] 
10946 . I f  yo ' wanta run o f f  de whole family 

de body go t t a  go . Git chew three cedar limb s -
- well , i f  yo ' move de head , why 
go t t a  be long as dis arm [ demon

s t rates ] .  Go right in front 
of  dere threshold - in other 
words right in front o f  dere 
do ' s tep where dey comin ' in 
an '  out - an '  cro s s  dem . 
Jes ' put ' em in dere an '  
kiver ' em up . Dat ' l l drive 

3 CEDAR LIMBS - AS LONG AS YOUR ARM - CROSS THEM 
ONE VERTICAL - OTHER 2 HORIZONTAL CROSS ING FIRST 
MAKING A DOUBLE CROSS - SEE DIAGRAM - WHILE LAYING 
DOWN LIMBS SAY IN ORDER : FAITH - HOPE - CHARITY 
CROSS BURIED IN FRONT OF DOOR MOVED PEOPLE WITHIN 

' em o f f . [ Info rmant demons t rated rite , I rep eat his act ions . ]  
(You take three of them - one down like that , =* and one on top , and one on 

the bot tom.  They are cro s s ing , those three things . Why do you use 
three [ to make a cros s ]  ins tead of two ? )  

[ I  had expected to hear the 5 Ho ly Names but informant came up with an unusual 
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answer ! ]  
Why do you use three?  Dere ' s  Fai th , de re ' s  Hope , an ' dere ' s Chari ty . An '  in 

usin ' dem , yo ' lay dem down an ' yo ' call ' em jes ' like di s , "Fai th , Hope , Charity." 
(And they have to move . ) [Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1174) , 2081 : 5 . ] 
109 47 . [ She can ] go t o  the root doctor and he ' ll give her a piece of  the 

root from a cedar tree . An '  she take that root an ' bury it  unde r her doorstep 

ROOT DOCTOR DRESSES CEDAR ROOT FOR WOMAN ' S  STEPS 
an ' let i t  s tay there fer 
three days . An ' she t ake it 
up an ' b urn i t  an ' • i f  he left  
her , he ' ll come b ack home . 
root or how he has dressed 

ATIER 3 DAYS SHE BURNS IT - THE MAN RETURNS HOME 

[ The root doctor does not tel l  he r the name of the 
i t . ] [Wilmington • N .  Car . • ( 331) • 270 : 2+85 . ] 

109 4 8 .  J es t  like yo ' havin ' ' fairs in de home , go t o  de s t o ' an ' git chew 
s ome cheese an ' yo ' grind dose cheese up . Put chew s ome cream f lour , mix i t  

CHEESE - CREAM FLOUR - SPRINKLE ON BED - PEACE 
t o gether . I t  kinda like a 
li ttle bit , like sulphur . Jest 

de bed an ' • 
yore house . 

sprinkle a little bit  all ovah 
yo ' know , round . An '  yo ' nevah [have ] any mo ' ' fairs goin ' on in 

(Fus sing and fighting . )  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 11 2 2 ) , 1804 : 17 . ] 
10949 . We call dem " charity root" [see later ] . An '  dey go dere and dig : 

piece to [ f rom]  de sunrise an ' piece t o  [ f rom]  de sundown [ s ides ] . Take dat and 

CHEROKEE OR CHERRY TREE OR CHARITY ROOT - SEE LATER 
ONE PIECE FROM SUNRI SE SIDE - OTHER FROM SUNDOWN 
PUT BOTH IN CLOTH - CARRY - LUCKY FOR FINDING JOB 

put ' em in a towel , in a 
piece o f  cloth . Jest put 
de both toge ther - in ' em 
in ' tween de cloth . Put 
dat in yore pocket and you 

be lucky if yo ' gi t a j ob mos t  anyway . [What he says here is not what he means . ] 
Dat ' s de way dat I heard i t . [ I  had trouble unders tanding s ome informants  in 
Charleston .  My informant called the root charity root , thought my trans criber ; 
to me the root s ounded like cherry tree or Cherokee root . ]  [ Charle s ton ,  S .  Car . , 

::HEW ROOT IT IS  CALLED - CHEW FOR JOB 

CHI CKENS : MIXED AND OTHERWISE 

( ? ) , 64 8 : 5 . ] 
109 50 .  They call it  the chew root , a 
small root , something like hi ckory bark , 
as you talk to thi s fellow for a j ob .  
[Richmond , ( 362) , 299 : 6 . ] 
109 5 1 . (Mixed chi ckens in the yard i s  
luck? ) 
[ I  am repeating informant ' s  statement 
for mi crophone . ]  
I s  luck of any kind . 
(And what ab out white chi ckens ? )  
A real white family o f  chi cken on de yard 

is quarrely , de s t royed busines s ,  an ' death in de family , an ' no luck atal1. 
An ' a j et b lack chicken is hard t o  any man , on de yard . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

(1385) , 246 4 : 6 . ] 
109 5 2 . In case yo ' poisoned when yo ' bitten by a snake , yo ' kin take a youag 

chicken an ' split him wide open while he ' s  ' live an ' put it on dat place, btad 
it roun ' tight • an' dat vil..l 

YODNG CHICKEN SPLIT LIVE - POULTICE FOR SNAKEB ITE 
draw off  de poison fro. dere , 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1475) , 
2 6 54 : 21 . ] 
109 5 3 .  For SD8ke b�ce or rat 
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bite 1 Doator King . temporarily o f  Richmond and elsewhere . used a fresh b lack 
chicken poultice . [ Rich

FRE SH BLACK CHICKEN POULTICE FOR SNAKE OR RAT BITE mond 1 Va . 1 ( 3 9 2) 1 34 5 : 2 . ] 
10954 . Kill de chicken 

KILL LIVE CHICKEN - POULTI CE FOR RATTLE SNAKE BITE while it ' s  live an ' cut it 
open an ' put it on de wound . 

it will kill pois on from de rattlesnake . [ S t .  Petersburg . Fla • • ( 994) 1 1606 : 8 . ] 
10955 . De matches . yo ' take - s ay .  fo ' nins tan ' [ for ins tance ] yo ' s  gain ' 

tuh s teal s ome chickens tonight in dis chicken coop out heah 1 yo ' take yo ' a 
box o f  matches an ' yo ' wet ' em an ' 

CHICKENS - TO STEAL AT NIGHT - USE MATCHES rub 1 em in de pam of  yore han ' an ' 
go on in dere . De chickens canno t 

holler . No s ir 1  dat sulphur gits right to ' em an ' dey can ' t holler atall . Yo ' 
kin go in dere an ' git ' em .  

(How many matches did you take . you s ay? ) 
Jes t a box .  a whole box .  [B runswick . Ga • • ( 1182) 1 near 1994 : 2 . ] 
10956 . I heard them s ay that you can take a red-ho t poker and s t ick i t  in the 

chicken hous e and all the chickens will j ump on it and you can take them out an ' 
no one will eve r know it . [Pe tersburg . Va • • ( 33 )  1 ei ther by Ediphone or by hand . 
I returned to  Pe tersburg the following year with Telediphone . ]  

10957 . Ah ' ve seen ' em take a chicken bill fo ' bad luck - de mouth [beak ] . 
(What do they do wi th that ? )  
Wrap i t  up in a rag an ' put it under de s teps . Dat ' ll run a pers on . 
(What do you mean run them? Run them where? ) 
Yeah . it ' ll run ' im 1  make dem move out de section where yo ' at . 
Le t ' s s ay ah have a good neighbor an ' ah wants to makes ' em leave heah 1 "Ah 

don ' t be bo thered an ' wants to git where ah ' m  at . "  yo ' unders tand . Well . ah 
j es t  take dat chicken b i l l  

CHICKEN BILL OR BEAK - UNDER PERSON ' S  DOOR - T O  RUN an ' cut i t  o f f 1 an ' cut i t  
off an ' p u t  [ i t in ] a rag . 

an ' some day when yo ' out dere 1 ah slip i t  up under yore do ' s tep . I t  will shore 
make yo ' go . [Waycross . Ga • • ( 1140) 1 1855 : 3 . ] 

10958 . They write a pers on ' s name in the b lood of  a chicken . or fowl . or  
bird . They kill them and they don ' t pull their heads plumb off . they cut it so  

they b leed on  the s ide of  the 
KILL CHICKEN - NAME WRI TTEN IN WARM BLOOD UNLUCKY neck and let it drain in the 

person ' s n.ame wi th it for 
to be very . very bad luck 
( 973) . 1577 : 3 . ] 

bas in .  and take and wr ite a 
ill omen for any particular person . That ' s  supposed 
to wr ite a pers on ' s name in b lood . [Memphis . Tenn • • 

10959 . Ah know ' zactly how 
[ This woman is a root doctor . ] 

tuh do dat . Co ' s e ah gits ten dollahs fo ' dat . 
' Co ' s e ah don ' t tell nobody .  De way dey do dat 1 

BLOOD FROM BLACK CHICKEN - WRITE NAME OF PERSON 
NAIL IT AT DOOR - CALL NAME 3 TIMES - PERSON COME S 

dey take a b lack chicken 
an ' kill dat b lack chicken . 
an ' take a piece of paper . 
don ' t chew know . an ' write 

dere name wit dat b lood . An '  den when yo ' write dere name 1 yo ' nail i t  down by 
de do ' . Nail i t  down by de do ' an ' call dere name three times . An '  ah don ' t 
care where dey is dey go tta  come . A b lack chicken . [Waycro s s . Ga • • ( 1118) 1 
1796 : 3 . ] 

109 60 . Dey us e de chicken ' s  b lood fo ' evilnes s .  but now 1 it ' s  s omep in else 
dat dey have tuh us e wit i t . Dey takes chicken b lood an ' writes peop le ' s name 
wi t it . Dey have tuh us e a feathah . Dey take de fea thah out o f  de chickens 
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tail . Take an ' wri te a person ' s  name wit chi cken ' s  b l ood an' kill ' em.  Why yo ' 
uses dat feathah f o ' yore pencil an ' yo ' kin write dere name in de fo ' cornahs 
on anything an ' fold de f o ' cornahs , j es '  lak dat . Why dat gives ' em a awful 

CHICKEN BLOOD FO ' EVILNESS - WRITE PERSON ' S  NAME 
WITH IT - US ING FEATHER FROM SAME CHICKEN ' S  TAIL 
WRITE PERFECT [ FULL ] NAME ON 4 CORNERS OF ANYTHING 
PIECE OF PAPER - FOLD - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - GIVES 
'EM A AWFUL MIND • • •  IF IT DON 'T KILL 'EM • • •  DEM 

PASSIN ' AWAY ALL DE TIME • • •  IT GI VES YO ' SUCCESS 

mind . If it don ' t kill ' em 
it will j es '  [have ] dem 
pas s in '  away all de time . 
(What do you do with that 
paper then , af ter it  has 
those names on it ? )  
Take dat p ap ah aftah yo ' 
put dat name on it an '  bury 

it in undah dey do ' s tep s or any place wit dat chicken blood on it . Yo ' write dey 
name wit de chicken ' s  blood , dey perfect [ full ]  name f o ' times on de f o ' cornahs 
of dat pap ah , an ' f old it an ' b ury i t  undah dere do ' s tep s or undah yores , any
b ody ' s  elses . I t  don ' t make any diff ' rence j es ' since i t ' s  in de earth . An ' as  
d a t  chicken b lood passes away , why i t  gives yo ' succes s .  Dey cain ' t s tay any 
place . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 3 7) , 27 7 8 : 1 3 . ] 

109 61 . Jis ' lak if someone heah an ' yo ' don ' want ' em heah . Yo ' take dat 
chicken b lood an ' wri te dere name up ovah yore d o ' , an ' dat runs ' em from yore 

PERSON ' S  NAME IN CHICKEN BLOOD OVER DOOR RUNS HIM 

CHICKEN BLOOD AND BAT HEART BOTTLED - LUCK IN HOME 

house .  [Walking under (as 
well as over) s ome thing be
longing to  you is always a 
serious b usines s . ]  [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 1531 : 11 . ]  
109 6 2 .  Dat  chicken b lo od 
an ' de bat hear t , an ' yo ' 

take i t  an ' put it in a b ottle . An '  take de chicken b lood an ' p o ' i t  into de 
b ot tle an '  dat makes yo ' lucky in yore home • • •  an ' de heart of a bat an ' use de 
chicken b lood . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 9 ) , 1 5 31 : 10 . ] 

109 6 3 .  Ketch d e  b lo od when it ' s  warm . When you kill a chicken , don ' t let de 
blood get cold , ketch it while it ' s  warm , you see . And take and mix it with sul

phur in a can or anything and 
MIX WARM CHICKEN BLOOD WITH SULPHUR - IF YOU set it as ide and j us t  before 
CAN PUT THIS ON PERSON BEFORE I T  COOLS - KILLS it get cold , if you kin get dat 

pers on to bring s ome of that 
s t uff on them , that will kill them. [ This is done magically by  putting on vic
tim ' s name or handing him s ome thing that has touched on contains the mixture . ]  
[ Charles ton ,  S .  Car . , (506) , 556 : 11 . ] 

10964 . Now i f  you wanna use chicken b lood , you kin use dat . Take de chicken 
and cut ' em open while he ' live . Don ' t kill him and den cut him open . Jes ' take 

de knife and s tick him 
SPLIT OPEN LIVE CHICKEN - PUT • • •  EACH HALF • • •  ON EACH 

HALF OF YOUR SPINAL CORD • • •  CURE 
right in de b ack , and cut 
him open while he ' live , 
and p ut dat - e ach hal f  o f  
d a t  chicken o n  each par-

ANY SHINGLES IN DE WORLD 

tion of your sp inal cord here . You under s tand . 
What you call chicken b lood , yeah , wit shingles . 
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 4 2 7  or 4 28) , 3 79 : 1 . ] 

It  cure any shingles in de world. 
Now , dat will s t op de shingles . 

109 65 . You don ' need so much and yo ' don ' need s o  much doin ' , understand ? 
You take a ten-cent p iece , a ten-cent piece and put it in de b o t tom of your foot 
in de sock , in de b o ttom o f  your foot . You unders tand me ?  Well , all right , and 
you git chew a b lack hen egg . A b Zack hen don ' t Zay a b Zack hen egg. 

(I unders tand. ) 
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And i f  you want a pal ' s  lady f riend and you know her name , you write he r name 
on de egg and you , in two minutes , go down to de river and throw it  in de river , 

and don ' t turn or look back 
MAN INTERESTED IN PAL ' S  GIRL - IS SHE HARMING PAL 
OR HIM - TRYING IN SOME WAY TO BREAK THEM UP 
WRITE HER NAME ON A BLACK HEN EGG - 2 MINUTES 
LATER GO TO RIVER - THROW EGG IN - AFTER FACING 
HOME - NEVER LOOK BACK - ALL THI S TIME YOU HAVE 
WORN SILVER DIME UNDER YOUR SOCK IN RIGHT SHOE 
WAIT 2-3 DAYS - IF DIME HAS TURNED BLACK - WOMAN 
HAS PUT SOMETHING IN PAL OR YOU - TRICKED YOU 
HER NAME ON THE EGG IN RIVER WILL SEND HER AWAY 

until after you gone about 
tuo squares . Don ' t look back 
atall . [ Preceding squares 
ins tead o f  b locks very un
usual . ] 
(You throw i t  over your 
shoulder then? ) 
No , you don ' throw dat over 
your shoulde r . 

in the river and then turn around 
Throw it right in de river and 
(I understand . )  

(Oh , you j us t  throw i t  right 
and go right back? ) 
go turn on back [ home ] . You unde rstand me ? 

And dat will drive dem away f rom you . You understand me ? And you will have 
no more t rouble o r  nothin ' . And dis [ ten- cent ] p iece you put under de bottom 
o f  your foot , you wear i t  in dere two-three days , and den after two- three days • • •  
[ I  turn o f f  machine , then res tart i t . ] 

(You what ? )  
After two-three days you wear dat piece in de bottom of your foot , let me s ee 

it . 
(Let me see i t ? ) 
Let me s ee it . 
(Who s ees it?  Do you mean ? Oh , the woman whos e  name is  on the egg . You let  

them see i t ? ) 
No , you let me s ee i t . 
(Well , why did you s ee i t ? ) 
Yeah . Now , I goin ' tell dat . You put d i s  piece in de bottom o f  your foot , 

and i f  it turns black - you understand me - if i t  turns black , dey have hurt 
chah . 

(Oh , I s ee .  I understand now . ) 
You understand me , now? Well , i f  i t  do turn b lack , it  is  s omepin in you . 

Unders tand me ? Yeah , but - and den • • •  
(We ll , now , j us t  a moment .  You mean - now suppose I am doing this . Suppose 

I am doing thi s  to someone . I get this egg and I wear this s ilver p iece . Whi ch 
shoe do I wear that in? ) 

In the bot tom o f  the foot in the shoe . 
(Ei ther shoe?  In your left or? ) 
In the sock ,  yeah - right . 
(The right shoe . )  [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 4 3 2 ) , 388 : 3 . ] 
10966 . I f  yo ' livin ' in a house an ' ah want chew tuh move , yo ' [ I ] gi t a 

black hen ' s aig an ' let it  b e  f resh , an ' go to  a ole cow lot an ' gi t some f resh 
cow manure . An '  wrap it  in a piece of red flannel clo th an ' wrap it  tight an ' 

tie  it  with three white 
WRAP INTO RED FLANNEL CLOTH A FRE SH BLACK HEN EGG 
ALWAYS WRAPPING TO YOU - TIE WITH 3 WHITE STRINGS 
EGG A PERSON - THROW PACKAGE INTO RUNNING WATER 

s t rings . 
(Jus t how do you tie that 
with three white  s t rings ? )  
Take yore aig an ' put it 

[manure ] all ovah it an' wrap it . When yo ' wrap i t  up in de center ,  always tum 
it to yo ' .  Don ' t tum it f rom yo ' ,  tum i t  to  yo ' and fold it  up , an ' den g i t  
chew three whi te s t r ing s  - oh , ab out d a t  l ong [demons t rates ] .  
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(Several feet long . ) 
An ' wrap i t  to yo ' .  Den wrap i t  round dis way . Den yo ' take dat aig • • •  
(You make a li ttle parcel out of  i t ? )  
Yes . 

4105 

(You wrap it one way and then turn around and wrap it the o ther way , always 
wrapping i t  t o  you . ) 

An '  den yo ' take dat aig an ' go tuh a runnin ' s tream o f  watah an ' put dat 
aig right down in dat watah , an '  leave it , an ' j es '  de s ame as dat watah wash dat 
aig away , i t ' ll wash yo ' from where yo ' are . 

(Well , now what connection has that egg with me ? Has it s ome connection with 
me ? )  

[The connection I wanted expressed was that the informant was trying to send 
me away . The rite is legi timate as it s tands . ]  

De connection ah don ' t know , b ut ah ' m  j es '  tellin ' yo ' whut ah heard . 
(This will make them move out o f  the house , make them move out o f  town ? )  
Yess uh .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 7 ) , 2 5 74 : 4 . ] 
109 67 .  Take the aig and boil i t .  
(What kind o f  an egg ? )  
Hen aig .  An d  take the yellow out o f  i t , d e  yellow core out of  i t , and take 

de whi te and - take de shell o f  hit and you wrap i t  up in s omepin . Put it up 
under his head , under de mat tress up where he s leep - under his head . 

(What wi ll that do ? )  
CHICKEN EGG WHITE USED IN LOVE RITE Make him be honest  and loving ,  leave o ther 

women alone . 
( I  s ee .  Well,  now do you put this yellow 

and the whi te together , or s eparately or what ? )  
Take de yellow out of  it , de yellow ain ' t n o  good - j es t  use de whit e .  
(Oh ,  I s ee .  And y o u  put this whi te - what d o  you put i t  in ? )  
Jest  wrap i t  up in s omepin like a cloth , and put i t  under de mat tress - up 

in under his haid . [ Whi te o f  chicken egg - cooked or raw ,  especially the latter 
is a symbol for human s emen : see ri tes under IMPOTENQg. ] [ Vi cksb urg , Mis s . ,  
( 744) , 1014 : 7 . ] 

109 68 .  Take that le f t  shoe . You understand , take that le f t  shoe - from the 
under part o f  i t , from the foo t part , you know , like you walk like it was s ti f f  
[ take the sole ] - an d  a e g g  and put o u t  under the s tep , and she ' ll come back .  

CHICKEN EGG AN D  ABSENT WOMAN ' S LEFT SHOE AT STEP 
STANDING UP - TOES TO HOUSE - TO BRING HER BACK 

( S tand up ? )  
Yeah , j us t  like you [ in formant 
demons trates ] .  
( S t anding up - this  way , toes 

point to the house ? )  [ Here we are b ack to complete show again . ] 
Yes . [ Vi cksb urg ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 65 ) , 1045 : 5 . ] 
109 69 . For as thma , take water from hors e 

white o f  6 eggs in quart o f  water , b ut catch 
trough and whi te part o f  raw egg. 
the water while horse is drinkin&. 

EGGS 6 - WHITES FROM - HORSETROUGH WATER - ASTHMA 

and frequent laughter , whose material is  s cat tered 
p . 45 3 ;  No . l7 11 ,  p . 521 , v . l ,  etc . ) ,  35 8 : 4 . ] 

[ Richmond , Va . , ( 404 = 
"Humpadee , "  a professioaal 
worker , woman of hugh size 

throughout HOODOO ; see B'o.l338, 

109 7 0 .  Take a aig an ' boil i t ,  cut it  half in two , an '  take de ye1Low � 
out an '  fill that up wi th s alt , an ' take it  an ' eat i t  wi thout driDkia' .ay watab 
at all . An ' ask to see de man dat chure goin ' tuh marry or the vu.aa �· BPim' 
tuh marry , an ' yo ' ll s ee ' em when yo ' drink dat watah . [You vil1 see tbea that 
night in a dream.  This  is o rdinary folklore . I have included it here becagse 
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EGG BOIL - HALVE - REMOVE YELLOW - FILL WITH SALT 
EAT WITHOUT DRINKING WATER - DREAM OF FUTURE MATE 

FAST ALL DAY ON THURS DAY TO TURN [HELP ] • • •  MEMORY 
THEN BOIL EGG - REMOVE SHELL - KEEP EGG WHOLE 
WRITE ON WHITE OF EGG VERS ES  FROM PSALM 104 
THEN PUT WHOLE EGG IN MOUTH - HELP S YOUR MEMORY 
GIVE S KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS TO BE ACCOMPLI SHED 
BY SWALLOWING THINGS IN MAGI C - YOU CONTAIN THEM 
PSALM 104 HAS MUCH FOR MEDITATION AND MEMORY 

divinat ion is part of a hoo
doo or root doctor ' s  work . 
He or she might of fer this 
advice to a client . ]  [ Fay-
et teville , N .  Car . , 
2572 : 16 . ] 
10 9 7 1 . (What would you use 
that egg for? ) 
Yo ' fas t all day on Thurs day 
to turn [ improve ] yore mem
ory , dat chew will git de 
right unders tanding . You 
fas t de ent ire day . And den 
you boil dat aig and remove 

de shell . Af ter you remove de shell , den you write de 4th and 8th verse ,  I think 
it is , [ o f  Psalm 104 ] on dis aig . Anyhow you write as much as about ten or twelve 
verses on dis aig , and put de egg in yo ' mouth whole , and dat will turn yore mem
ory , wi ll help you t o  keep your memory and get some [knowledge ] o f  things which 
you wanta do . Dat ' s  one thing egg will do . Dat ' s  de only thing I know about de 
egg , but chew mus t put de whole egg in de mouth , when you have wrote dis on dis 
egg . Remove de shell and write dis on dere . De egg mus t no t be b roken . 

(What do you write that with? ) 
Ink . Dere ' s  nothing else wi ll write on it but ink , on a boiled egg . 
(And what verses o f  what ? )  
De 104th Psalm . [Washington , 
109 7 2 . Take a fresh-laid aig 

facin ' [ top over door uninclosed 

D . c  • • ( 6 2 8) , 80 7 : 7 . ] 
[ o ften called yaPd egg ] an ' put it  up on de do ' 
leaving a ledge ] on de do ' yo ' know lak , an ' 

FRE SH EGG IN UNINCLOSED SPACE OVER DOOR - MOVE S 
dat ' ll move dem . [ Uninclosed 
space over door indicates an 
unfinished or shed-type build

ing . For 
1517 : 10 . ] 

109 7 3 . 

a s imilar over-the-door rite , see No . ll044 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . 1 ( 9 3 8 )  1 

[Af ter THE AMAZING CHICKEN EGG (pp . 3 7 14- 37 76 , v . 4) , al s o  egg beliefs  
concerned with murder (pp . 3276-3285 ) , and eggs everywhere in HOODOO as parts of 

COLLECTION OF EGG RITES 
WITHOUT MARGIN TITLES 

other rites , there are still  a few left , mos t  o f  them 
too short for margin t i tles of their own . That is why 
I have grouped them here , underlining key words . ]  Take 
a fresh yaPd-egg [ very common name on lower Mis s i s s ippi 

River for an egg laid naturally by a free-living chicken , not by a chicken living 
its whole l i fe in a one-cubic-foot wire cage pris on ] , not a gro cery egg [ says my 
informant ,  who could have added that it  was also an unfertili zed and unnatural 
egg] • • •  wri te the pers on ' s  name on that egg • • •  3 t imes • • •  cro s s  the Mis sis s ippi 
River and when you get s  in de middle • • •  throw that egg over your left shoulder and 
you curse it ; that b reak 1 em up . [ New Orleans , La . , 118 5 : 6 . ]  

10974 . You put a little hole in it  [ shell of raw chicken egg ] and draw [usus
ally suck] that [ raw ] � [ yolk ] out • • •  take a person ' s  name an ' write it 9 times • • •  
put it � that � [ shell ] and stop the egg up • • •  throw it  in the river . An ' � 
long as that egg will float , drift  down [ the river ] ,  those people will drag , [ I  
mean] will drift . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 810) , 1140 : 3 . ] 

10975.  Vrite � on b lack hen egg , throw into running water , runs out of 
town . [Petersburg , Va . , 42 3 : 4 . ] 

10976 . Vrite name on b lack hen egg , throw in running water ,  sends away . 
[Norfolk, Va. , 533 : 6 . ]  
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109 7 7 . Write  name on b lack hen egg , throw into water as t ide goes out ; soon 
after , the person will die . [Newpor t News , Va . , 5 12 : 2 . ] 

109 7 8 .  P ick hole in egg , take out inside , put person ' s  hair in , write name 
� [ egg shell ] , seal [hole ] , throw into running water , runs person crazy . [Nor
folk , Va . , 46 0 : 2 . ] 

109 7 9 .  Put an egg in a b ag ,  drop b ag between man and woman so  it will spatter, 
and !.!!l.• " S eparate . " Black hen egg not nece s s ary . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 
155 8 : 7 . ] 

10980 . 
curse it ; 

109 8 1 .  
83 8 : 7 . ] 

Take a [b lack hen ] egg and heap i t  at the gate • • •  throw it  down an ' 
[ they ] s ay you got to move . [New Or leans , La . , ( 798) , 1112 : 12 . ] 
Break a fresh egg against  person ' s door to move . [Washington , D . C . , 

10982 . Bus t egg agains t  door ; make move . [Mob ile , Ala . , 9 7 2 : 3 . ] 
10983 . Burs t  rotten egg on y our door t o  move . [Mob i le , Ala . , 900 : 1 . ] 
10984 . Burs t b lack hen egg at person ' s door on Fr i day t o  g ive b ad luck . 

[Mobile , Ala . , 87 4 : 5 . ] 
10985 . To make move , b ur s t  against  door a b lack hen egg laid on Fr iday . 

[Mob i le , Ala . , 8 7 7 : 11 . ] 
10986 . Drop one b lack [hen ] � righ t  at door at twelve o ' clo ck in de 

night • • •  they ' l l cer t ain ly git away from there . [New Or leans , La. , ( 814) , 114 7 : 2 .] 
109 8 7 . Bury chi cken egg at door t o  make you move . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 

555 : 8 . ]  
--

10988 . Bury black hen egg at door ; when it b us t s , you die . [ Ri chmond , Va . , 
33 3 : 7 . ] 

10989 . To b reak up , or con fusion between man and your woman , black hen egg 
under door . [Nor folk , Va . , 49 3 : 2 5 . ] 

109� I would get me a egg from a frizzly hen an ' 
s teps ; then af ter 9 o r  7 days , you s ee , that  egg would 
confusion and the landlord would put ' em out de house . 
1343 : 3 . ] 

I would put it  under the 
bus ' • That would make 

[New Orleans , ( 85 3) , 

1099 1 .  But some informants say :  name b lack hen egg , mark i t  [mark i t  perhap s  
a s  you mark , s crat ch or s cribb le up setting eggs ] , bury at door , when i t  burs t s , 
you die . [ Ri chmond , Va . , 334 : 3 . ] 

10992 . Get a egg from a b lack hen an ' wri te their name upon it 9 t imes , an ' 
bury it  underneath their s teps an ' make ' em move . [New Orleans , La. , ( 8 3 8 ) , 
1260 : 2 . ] 

1099 3 .  They t ake the � o f  the person who you dislike and write this name 
on these [ rotten eggs ] crossways , up and down de egg [ each name cros ses the o ther 
name , yours b eing the t op name ] and wri te yours on top o f  i t  [ th e  o ther name ] and 
make your wish . And af ter that , why you go to the door and j us t  chunk it on the 
door ; make it  b us t  on the door or either on top o f  the house . And that will make 
a dis turb an ce in there . [Newport News , Va . , 500 : 2 . ] 

10994 . Break egg on your door to move you . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 6 23 : 9 . ] 
10995 . Egg thrown on t op Oflhouse t o  move . [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , 134 : 2 . ]  
10996 . Throw b lack hen egg over hous e ,  makes move . [ Ri chmond , Va . , 322 : 5 . ]  
109 9 7 . Throw fresh yard egg over house , b lack hen egg , left  fall on other 

s ide to move . [Mobile , Ala . , 94 8 : 10 . ] , 
10998 . Throw b lack hen egg across house and let b reak on the other side , 

.akes move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 26 8 : 8 . ] 
10999 . Throw fresh b lack hen egg across house so it b reaks against the house 

to make person move . [ Charles t on , S .  Car . , 6 10 : 9 . ] 
11000 .  Break a fr izzly chi cken egg at the house to make person .ove . 

[Charles ton, s .  Car . , 546 : 13 . ] 
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11001 . Throw egg acros s hous e makes you move . [Ri chmond , Va . , 3 7 6 : 3 . ] 
11002 . Throw b l ack hen egg over hous e ,  b reaks over hous e to move . [Newport 

News , Va . , 503 : 9 . ] 
11003 . Throw egg agains t s ide of hous e and you leave within 3 days . [Vicks

burg , Mis s . ,  1012 : 7 . ] 
11004 . Dye an egg red or black , bury or throw at pers on ' s home ; caus es con

fus ion in hous e . [Mob ile , Ala . , 8 74 : 2 . ] 
11005 . I ' d  take a fresh [b lack ]  hen egg and I ' d  take and throw it , and b reak 

it on top of your hous e ,  and make a wish for s omething bad to happen t o  you . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 834) , 1255 : 4 . ] 

1100 6 .  Write � on egg , throw acros s hous e t o  move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
25 9 : 4 . ] 

11007 . Write pers on ' s name 9 times on f resh egg , throw acros s hous e t o  make 
move . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 610 : 10 . ] 

11008 . Take a b l ack hen egg and write your name on it and throw it agains t 
your hous e and bus t it and call you a bad name and you ' ll move out of that hous e .  
[New Orleans , La. , ( 8 35) , 1256 : 7 . ] 

11009 . Put cros smark on large end o f  egg and hide in wes t part of person ' s  
hous e to move . [Washington , D . C . , 6 25 : 2 . ] 

11010 . To make pers on move , throw egg or eggs against house on Wedne sday or 
Friday .  [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  1011 : 1 . ] 

11011 . Ho le in frizzly chicken egg , put in graveyard dus t and pepp er , throw 
agains t hous e to make move . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 54 3 : 6 . ] 

11012 . S oak black hen egg in vinegar 9 days , throw against hous e ,  you move . 
[Mob ile , Ala . , 944 : 6 . ] 

11013 . Take a � [ eggs ] from a black chicken - 2 b lack hens • • •  throw it 
[ them ] on the hous e an ' it ' l l [ they ' l l ]  bus ' an ' they 1 1 1 [ people wil l ]  go away 
from the hous e .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 9 ) , ? ]  

11014 . Break 3 eggs agains t hous e ;  breaks up couple . [Mob ile , Ala . , 8 3 3 : 10 . ] 
11015 . Break egg agains t s ide o f  hous e ,  do for 3 mornings ,  read 2 3rd Ps alm 

for 9 mornings ,  you ' ll move . [Mob ile , Ala . , 9 6 7 : 1 . ] 
11016 . They can get three b lack hen eggs [ an egg from 3 diff erent hens ] 

[ unusual ] • • •  fresh , fres h ;  s oak ' em in vinegar • • •  b reak ' em on top of their house 
an ' they ' ll move . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 26) , 1204 : 1 . ] 

1101 7 . Now ,  yo ' kin take a underweah , a underweah whut yo ' got on yore ches t 
like dis heah [ evidently opened shirt to show underwear ] .  Don ' t ca ' i f  it ' s  a 

CHI CKEN FEATHERS 3 - FROM WING OF  LIVE ROOSTER 
DRIVE RUSTY NAIL INTO GREEN P INE SAPLING - HANG UP 
WOMAN ' S UNDERWEAR - P UT FEATHERS ON - SHE RETURNS 

thick one or either a thin 
one - underweah . An '  ah kin 
take dat , an ' three roos ter 
feathah - hen or roos ter , 
any kind . Ain ' t gotta be 

but one kinda feathah , dat ' s  de feathah come out de wing . All r ight yo ' promis e 
me yo ' gonna [ no t  work in S avannah ! ] .  Dat woman ovah dere , yo ' unders tan ' , 
suh .  Yo ' wanta b ring her b ack j es '  lak yo ' got life in yore b ody an ' ah got 
life in mah body .  Well , ah kin git dat [ done ] j es '  as easy as anything . Jes ' 
git dem three feathah lak ah telled yo ' .  Unders tand , an ' git dere undahweah , an ' 
go right out in de woods t o  a green p ine s apling . It  isn ' t gain ' dirty yo ' , an ' 
git chew a rusty nail - not no new nail - a rus ty nail an ' put dat undahweah j es '  
l ak dis heah [ demons trates ] .  

(Put that underwear up agains t the tree . ) 
Put dat undahweahs on dat pine s aplin ' . Yo ' unders tan '  whut ah mean? Yo ' 

take dem three feathah an ' put ' em lak dat [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' unders tan ' . 
(Put the three feathers on the underwear . )  
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Put de underweah dere f irs t to de tree - yo ' lis ten whut ah ' m  speakin ' - an ' 
take de three feathahs an ' put ' em lak dis heah [ demons trates ] .  But yo ' s tick 
dat nail ' fore yo ' nail dat underweah , unders tand , where [ demons trates ] nail de 
undershirt up dere an ' dem feathah right dere . All right , den chew go back . 
Don ' tell none o f  her fren ' s .  Dey don ' t [know] whut chew been doin ' . In eight 
day ' s  time she ' ll be to yo ' res idence . 

(That ' s  all you have to do to bring that woman back ? )  
(You put her underwear up there . You put the nail up there an ' put [hang ] 

the underwear on it wi th the feathers ? )  
The chicken ain ' t go tta b e  daid atall . [ Pull the feathers out o f  a live 

roos ter . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 12 7 3) , 2154 : 3 . ] 
11018 . Now , dere one chi cken feathah you could use ,  to  do any harm, dat ' s  a 

friz zly fowl . A friz zly fowl is  good and is b ad ,  onners t and . Now , yo ' kin take 

FEATHERS 2 FROM FRIZZLY CHI CKEN HEAD HELD TOGETHER 
WITH NEW PIN - PUT ON PERSON ' S BOS OM - CRAZY IN HOUR 
CAN POISON FAMILY WITH FRIZZLY SOUP AND FINGERNAILS 
FRI ZZLY SOUP - MADE FROM THE BUM GUT - IS  A DI SASTER 

a feathah from de top o f  
a friz zly fowl ' s head and 
you kin take a feathah 
from de top o f  a fri zzly 
fowl ' s back . And you kin 
t ake dat feathah what you 

git from de friz zly fowl and take one new 
and I kin take dem feathah and put ' em in 
is a crazy man ovahnight - in an hour . 

p in and p in dem two feathah togethah 
your bosom or anybody ' s  bosom and you 

(Supposed to make him lose his mind? )  
Yes , s ir ,  arazy fer de next. Yo ' kin put ' em in dere dis hour and de next 

hour somebody got ta tie ' em down . 
(Well , what else can you do with that Fri zzly hen? Can you do anything else? ) 
Yes , you kin use de b um  gut ,  you know . 
(Gut ? The intestine ? The tes ticle ? )  
[My p receding ques tions merely ask for more information . The meaning o f  the 

word bum in the sense o f  anus or buttocks I had known for years , but bum gut did 
no t pene trate immediately be cause I had trans lated the words into rotten gut 
[ s tomach troub le , etc . ] also a folk term. ] 

Dat ' s  real good . You kin take dat and kill a nation . 
[You can ki l l  a nation becaus e o f  all that  hoodoo poison that goes through a 

frizzly hen - see margin title DOCTOR FRIZZLY pp . 59-63 , v . l ,  and many places . ]  
(How would you do that ? )  
Well , you take dat and you cook a soup . Cook in a chicken soup , onners tand . 

Vell , I hate dat house dere . I wanna poison dat whole house , but dey is my 
neighbors . We ll , I git  dat soup and carry over dere , go acro s s  wit it . 

(You poison them? ) 
De whole house . But now you go tta put in dat , Do c - des scrape dem in it  -

de finge rnails . Keep dem dirty and scrape ' em - [ into the soup ] . [ Charleston , 
S .  Car . , ( 5 7 3 , Doator Marcus Brown ,  see DOCTOR BROWN WELCOMES DOCTOR HYATt TO 
CHARLESTON , pp . 2246-2253 , v . 3) ,  593 : 5 . ] 

11019 . (Ever hear o f  them us ing chicken 
of mine adds : Always asked this ques tion to 

feathers for anything? ) [An old DDte 
see whether Negro believed in vltch 

CHICKEN FEATHERS FROM VICTIM' S BED - MIX WITH 
BERGAMOT AND SWEET OIL - STOP UP IN CAN - BURY 
OK SOUTH S IDE OF TREE NEAR VI CTIM ' S HOUSE - WHEN 
rEAmERS PINE AWAY - NO M . D .  HELPS - VICTIM DIES 

wreath . ] 
Well , �r • • •  ah • • • •  Jis' Iak a 
person doin ' sa.epiD � J0 1  
an ' yo ' wanta git rid of ' ea ,  
yo ' take some of de feathabs 
outa dey bed � dey sleep 

at an '  yo ' put dis oil  of bergamine [bergamo t ]  an ' sweet oil toeetbab aa '  j is '  
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greas e dose feathah wi th ' em ,  dat chew g o t  out de bed from where dey s leep . Jis ' 
greas e dose feathahs wi th ' em an ' take ' em an ' put ' em in a can or  somep in an ' 
s top ' em up , an ' take ' em tuh de south s ide of  a tree no t very far from dey house 
an ' bury it dere . See . An ' when dem dere feathahs will finally pine away -
dey ' ll j is '  pine away tuh nuthin . Dey j is '  gi t s ick an ' dey s ick on dey s tomick 
an '  dey j is '  ache all ovah . An ' i t  j is '  sompin lak de rheumatism an ' cain ' t no 
doctor [M. D . ] do ' em no good an ' event ' ly dey ' l l die . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 940) , 
1522 : 8 . ] 

11020 . If  you wanta break up individuals - you 
you wanna break up a woman an ' a man . You feed de 

ONE FEATHER PULL FROM TAIL OF ROOSTER FLYING AWAY 
AND SAY : BREAK UP SO-AND-SO WITH SO-AND-SO - MAN 
DOES THIS TO GET WOMAN BACK - A WOMAN MUST USE HEN 

has chickens in de yard and 
chickens and you ke tch hold 

de roos ter ' s  tail , pull a 
feather out of  dat . He fly 
away and you ke tch his tail , 
you know . You call de pus
son name and s ay ,  "Yah big 

so-and-so  from so-and-so , "  you unders tand , dat break de man away . 
(You s ay that as the roos ter flies away . You pull the feather out . )  
Yo ' gi t hold dat feather and s ay ,  "Break up so-and-so  with so-and-so . "  I f  

yo ' wanna break a woman loose from a man , you pull de feather out o f  a hen . 
[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 518 , Doctor Nelson an interes ting person , see pp . 22 60-
2 2 6 1 , v . 3 & p . l59 9 f . , v . 2 ) , Charles ton , S .  Car . , 611 : 5 . ] 

11021 . B lack chicken ' s  feathe r .  You kin take that and you - you git de 
feathers from a j e t-b lack hen and you gi t to de party ' s  bed and you s tick i t  

A BLACK CHICKEN FEATHER BETWEEN PILLOW AND 
PILLOWCASE CAUSES SUDDEN DEATH TO SLEEPER 

right between de pillowcas e and de 
p illow .  L e t  them s leep on i t .  And 
i t ' ll  caus e their sudden death . I t  
may b e  in some o ther part o f  de 

hous e or in their s leep . Jus t as quick as that . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 514 , 
Doctor Glover , whose abili ty can be unders tood only by reading his HEADBOARD 
OF GRAVE ANSWERS DOCTOR GLOVER BY ROCKING , p . 2 2 5 8f . , v . 3) , 5 98 : 5 . ] 

11022 . Well , yo ' take those chicken feathers - you know , j es t  like you take 
' em and burn ' em .  Put ' em in a piece o f  tin and burn ' em ,  and then take the 

CHICKEN FEATHER POWDER - DRIVES CRAZY IN DRINK 
ashes from ' em and you know 
burn ' em ,  don ' t put much 
[ feathers ] ,  j es t  put a [ few ] 

after you dry ' em and - they j es t  look like powder .  Then you put i t  in the 
water and drink off  i t  and make yo ' franzy . You know , you hear of  people being 
franzy , yo ' know . Makes you franzy-minded . No t cri ticize , you know what ah 
mean . [ Unknown t o  inf orman t this could be a black chicken feathers ri te , or 
black feather could have been mentioned before recording began . [ Jacks onville , 
Fla .  • ( 611) • 7 88 : 12 . ] 

11023 .  Jes ' lak yo ' have a swee theart 
yo '  [want him to fall in love wi th you] . 

an ' yo ' want him tuh come tuh love 
Yo ' want him tuh come tuh love yo ' • 

yo ' take an ' draw de feathers 
WOMAN INTO BEAU ' S HAND PRESSES 3 TIMES SEVERAL 
ROOSTER FEATHERS WHICH AB SORB HIS PERSPIRAT ION 
THESE HAVING BECOME A HAND SHE PUTS IN HER 
PO CKET - LOOKS HIM IN TtiE EYE - KIS SES HIM - END 

out 
yo ' 
his 
his 
put 

pocket an' look him dead in his eyes an ' den kis s  ' im ,  
with yo ' .  

(You take the feathers out o f  any cock ' s tai l ? )  

o f  dat co ck ' s tail , an ' 
press ' em three times in 
hand . An '  den yo ' take 
[ dis ? ] hand [ hand]  an ' 
i t  into yore right hand 
an ' he will  take s ides 

Yes sir. [ Surely the woman does no t put the man ' s hand into her right pocket ! 
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She takes feathers , probab ly 
man ' s hand 3 times to absorb 
hand o r  jomo . This she puts 
( 1206 ) , 20 3 7 : 6 . ] 

3 ,  from the roo s ter ' s  tai l and presses them into the 
his perspiration . The feathers themselve s  become a 
into her own right p ocket . ]  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  

11024 . Ah heard of ' em us ing chicken 
take de chicken feathers - dere ' s a mice 

fe athers tuh make ' em move . Well , dey 
[ sounds like lice ] on every chicken 

feather , chicken mice [mice? ] .  
(You mean lice ? )  CHICKEN FEATHERS AND LICE FROM CHICKEN HEAD 
Lice . Dey takes dem lices offa dat 

chicken an ' t ake his haid , his b il l , an ' beat dat up fine an ' put s ome kerosene 
an ' s ome sulphur in i t , an ' dat ' ll make yo ' move . Put it  in yore mattress or 
under de haid of  yore bed . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1449 ) , 1 87 6 : 5 . ] 

11025 . Dey use chicken feathers dey say fo ' b ad luck . Probab ly if  yo ' got 
s ome chickens o r  s omp in lak dat an ' ah wanta make yo ' have b ad luck , ah kin take 

CHICKEN FEATHERS CAN BE BAD LUCK - BURN ON STOVE 
OR USE THESE ASHES ABOUT HOUSE - YOUR CHICKENS MAY 
DIE OR SOMEONE IN FAMILY - OR USED WITH FOOT TRACK 

de feathers from yore chick
ens and burn ' em in mah 
s t ove . See , an ' use de 
ashes an ' dese chicken fea-
thers an ' take ' em an ' 

sprinkle ' em all round yore house . Dat wi ll cause all yore chickens tuh d i e , 
or s omeone in yore fami ly to  d i e , or s omp in lak dat . Dat ' s  whut de ' call a re
buke to a fami ly . Or e i ther if ah should happen to have tuh buy a chicken or 
s omp in lak dat , ah kin git s ome of  yore dirt from roun ' in yore yard where yo ' 
have trave l on , an ' use it an '  burn i t  an ' cause yo ' tuh have b ad luck to  s ome 
o f  yore fami ly o r  either p robab ly to yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1518) , 2697 : 8 . ]  

110 2 6 . You kin get a b lack hen ' s  feather , git  chew a little b lack molasses , 
and take you a little o f  dis o le caPd weed,  they use to  call it - grow in de 

BLACK HEN FEATHER - BLACK MOLASSES - CARD WEED 
BOIL INTO A TEA - WEED SPROUTS IN VICTIM' S VEINS 

fields . 
( CaPd weed? ) 
Dat ' s right . I t  bears a long 
seed-like along in de fall of 

de year , and it ' s  a lot of yellow dust on dat . You gi t chew one o f  dem,  git de 
longes t one yo ' kin find . If yo ' go to a bush , git de longes t one yo ' kin find .  
Y o u  take dis chicken feather and dis b lack mo las ses and you b o i l  it  l ike a tea
like . And you kin s l i p  s ome o f  dat to a fellow and it  ain ' t very long ' fore dat 
weed wi ll sprout into his veins . [ At one time I thought thi s weed might be the 
caPd tease l o r  caPdthis t le .  I ' l l leave this for the expert in folk names for 
p lants . ]  

(You boil this weed and the mo las ses and the feather all together ? )  
Yes . 
(And how do you give to  him? ) 
We l l  you gotta s lip it  in s omep in dat he eats . 
(Oh I see , and this weed wil l  sp rout in him. What wi ll that do ? )  
I t  don ' t sp rout into his sys tem,  i t  forms into  his ve ins ; j us t  cripples hba 

up , b ad laigs . [ Norfolk , Va . , (491) , 5 27 : 7 . ] 

BLACK CHICKEN FEATHERS 
BURNED IN VICTIM' S YARD 

110 27 . [ That is ] b ad luck around the place . 1bac 
[ is ]  the cPoss .  Yo ' j us t  put them in an old ,.m aad 
put them in the b ack yard , and smoke thea aroaad tbe 
p lace wherever they want the pers on t o  leave fraa. or 

don ' t want them to get along . 
(What kind of  feathers do you put in the p an ? )  
Black feathers , b lack chicken feathers . [New Orleans , La • • (814) . 1148:8. ] 
11028 . Ah ' ve heard of ' em us in ' dem j es t  tuh bring luck to de �. 
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(How do they do that ? )  
Dey burn de chicken feathers , yo ' know , j es t  lak ah ' d  have me a pan an ' ah j est  

git  m e  some o f  dat  same sulphur an ' b rims tone an ' dem chicken feathers . Now , 

FEATHERS - BRIMSTONE - SULPHUR : BURNED AT HOUSE LUCKY 
they are lucky . Ah know 
dat fa ' a fact , ah ' ve 
tried it . An ' yo ' burn 

dem around de house . Now 1 dey are lucky . [Waycross 1 Ga . 1 (1148)  1 1873 : 7 . ] 
11029 . Cuz ' if  yo ' do , it j is '  move yo ' away . J is ' lak de dus t be  gain ' , 

yo ' 11 be gain ' • 
(What is this ab out now ? )  
I f  yo ' burn chicken feathers in de yard 

de smoke go , yo ' ll be git tin ' out dere an ' 
an ' j is '  lak yo ' burn ' em an ' where 
yo ' ll go , too . 

I F  YOU BURN CHI CKEN FEATHERS IN YOUR YARD 
YOU WILL SOON GO THE WAY THE SMOKE WENT 

(What do you do  with chicken feathers , 
when you kill a chicken then ? )  
Well , yo ' take an ' put ' em in a sack , 
dry ' em ;  put ' em in a sack an ' dry 

' em an ' put ' em in our pillahs - make pillahs . Dat ' s  all we do ' s . 
(How do you get rid o f  them? You don ' t keep all your chicken feathers . What 

do you do with them to get rid of  them , then? ) 
Ah keep all de chicken feathers . [ These peop le I t alked to , almost  all o f  

them living alone and poor , b ought few live chickens . ]  [ Algiers , La . , ( 1 5 9 3 ) , 
2995 : 4 . ] 

11030 . Like you sleep on dis pillah , well if I kin git  a chance to steal dat 
pillah while you away , well I will open dis pillah up and git de feathers out o f  
it . And I will leave them all ove r and I will slip it  down t o  a running st ream .  

ENEMY STEALS YOUR PILLOW - SCATTERS THE FEATHERS 
THROWS THE PILLOW INTO RUNNING WATER - YOU GO 

rag , bundle ' em up , an ' ah throw ' em in de  running 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 50) , 6 8 9 : 12 . ] 

(What do you do wi th those 
feathers then ? )  
With de feathers , wrap them 
up in dis b ag or rag , dish
s t ream and dey go away . 

11031 . Yo ' kin t ake b l ack chicken feathers an ' take nine of  ' em an ' ,  yo ' 
know , tie de ends o f  ' em toge ther an ' hang ' em up ovah anybody ' s  haid . An ' 

9 BLACK CHI CKEN FEATHERS TIED LIKE A NECKLACE 
HANG WHERE PERSON WALKS UNDER - WILL SOON LEAVE 

from a b lack chicken and tie them together like a 
Yes sir , tie ' em toge ther an ' hang ' em up ovah 

pass at . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1842 : 11 . ]  

eve ry time dey walk in dere , 
dey ' ll feel funny an ' dey won ' t 
even s t ay dere no mo' . 
(You take these nine feathers 
necklace ? )  
anybody ' s  haid where dey go t t a  

11032 . Suppose that you leave home and the woman want to b r ing you b ack home , 
want you to  come home . Now , what will she do ? She ' ll take a feather out of  a 

INTO FORKED STICK UPSIDE DOWN A WOMAN SLITS TOP 
OF STEM AND CLAMP S INTO IT A ROOSTER FEATHER 
NAMED ABSENT MAN - BURIES IN BACK YARD SAYING 
JOHN_. I WANT YO U TO COME HOME AND STAY HERE 
TO SEND HIM AWAY SHE BURIES FORK UP V SAYING 
JOHN, GO AWAY FROM HOME - BURY AWAY FROM HOME 

rooster and get a forked stick , 
like this [ demons trates ] cut 
it  off  here , stick a feather 
in that , by sp litting it , you 
know . And stick the rooster 
feather in it , and name that 
ro oster feather for whatever 
de man is named . And stick 

i t  in de back yard , where she want him to come , j ust  with the top o f  it  out , and 
he ' 11 come back . 

[Here i s  the forked o r  "Y" stick . ] 
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(Jus t the top up wi th the feathers on the two s ticks up? ) 
De fork [ corrects me by demons trating ] .  
(You put the fork down in the ground . And that handle - so the handle is 

split wi th the feather in it? ) 
That ' s  i t .  
(But you cover that up a li ttle b i t ? ) 

You cover up de wood but leave the feathers s ticking out . 
(Oh , you leave the feather s ticking out . I s ee . )  
Because the feather is named him - is named for him. Leave the feather 

s ticking out . Say , now like , "John , I wan t you to come home and s tay here. " 
You s t ick tha t down wi th the feather out , and John will come . 

(John wi ll come home . ) 
[While machine is turned o f f , informant explains and I repeat i t . ] 

4113 

(Now , "John , go away f rom home . "  You prepare i t  the s ame way and bury it . 
Then they take it up? Then he ' ll leave home? ) 

[ Inf ormant repeats what I had mis s ed . ] 
Now , i f  you want John to go from home , why you j us t  name that s ame thing to 

John and carry it out from home and bury it and den he won ' t come home . 
(Oh , you bury i t  away from home ! But i f  you want him to come , you bury it 

in the b ack yard? ) 
Yes , sir . [ A  no te o f  mine in green ink years ago reads : notice symbo lism.  

I suppose thi s means : to b ring b ack ,  the handle or s tem o f  the Y s tands up A , 
to s end away i t  s tands " - the shoo ting away posi tion for a rubb er-shooter . For 
a s imilar "Y" fork rite , see in wishbone ri te in No . • ] [Nor folk , Va . , ( 4 7 3 ) ,  

DIP BLACK HEN FEATHER IN BLOOD OF SOMEONE LOVED 
REP IN JAR OR BOTTLE - MAKES PARTY THICK WIT CHEW 
ALSO KEEP YO ' FROM BEIN ' FUSS IN ' AN ' ARGUMENT 

keep yo ' from b ein ' fus s in '  an ' argument [ arguing ] 
(What kind o f  b lood do you put that in? ) 

4 8 8 : 6 . ] 
1103 3 .  Dey take a black hen 
feather an ' take dat an ' put 
it in some b lood , an ' den 
keep dat in a j ar ,  an ' dat ' 11 

all de time . 

Oh , yo ' have to have some o f  de one whut chew thinkin ' o f , whut chew love . 
(Get some o f  their b lood on thi s feather and keep i t  locked up and that is 

�o make them love you? ) 
Yes . 
Ah say yo ' kin gi t a b lack hen an ' take dat feather an ' put i t  in blood o f  

sa.ebody whut chew love an ' put i t  - b u t  yo ' go tta  have i t  in dat j ar o r  a bot
�e or somp in .  S top dat up an ' keep it dere , so dat s ame party wi ll b e  thick 
vit chew all de time . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1202) , 2018 : 13 & repeated 2019 : 1 . ] 

BLACK HEN FEATHER IN BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 
11034 . Ah heard dem us in '  a 
chicken feather . Yo ' take a 
b lack hen feather an ' put it in 

a bottle o f  Hearts Co logne an ' s top i t  up airtight . Dat ' s  good fo ' luck . 
(You carry that for luck . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 5 ) , 1765 : 19 . ] 
11035 . I ' ve heerd o f  ' em us in ' chicken feathers - feathers , b lues tone an '  

saltpeter an '  sulphur . Yo ' plac e dem things together an ' yo ' would take ' ea  an• 

CBICKEN FEATHERS - BLUES TONE - SALTPETER - SULPHUR 
BURN 3 DAYS IN YOUR HOUSE AND YOU WOULD MOVE 

burn ' em in to yore huose. 
Jes t s ay ,  f o ' an ias�e 
ah wanted to make yo• leave . 

... place it into de house an ' burn i t  fo ' 
� vorld yo ' kin s tay in dese hous e .  Yo ' d  
Pe£ersburg ,  Fla . , ( 1018) , 1649 : 1 . ] 

ah could take all � s�uff 
three days , an ' de re ain' t DO vay in 
have to  leave , ain ' t no joke. [St . 
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11036 . Ah ' ve heard dey take feathers - take an ' cut de feathers an ' burn ' em 
an ' throw de ashes out . Jes ' lak yo ' d  be worriet wit somebody dat chew didn ' t 

IF YOU THROW ASHES FROM CHI CKEN FEATHERS BEHIND 
DEPARTING PERSON - THAT PERSON WILL NEVER RETURN 

want aro und , yo ' takes de 
feathers an ' burn ' em an ' 
throws ' em [ out ] an ' den when
evah yo ' throw de feathers out , 

dey t ell me dat throws out chure friendship . Jes ' lak if dey love tuh come tuh 
see yo ' , an ' yo ' didn ' t want ' em dere o r  somepin lak dat . Oat b reaks up friend
ship between yo ' an ' dis  person . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 13 91 ) , 2497 : 12 . ] 

1103 7 . Take a chicken foo t , t ake de right foot an ' hang it up . Yo ' take all 
of his toes an ' yo ' b end ' em down an ' den yo ' go into de [ backhouse ]  an ' hang it 

FOOT OF CHICKEN - TOE FROM - CARRY FOR LUCK 
up , an ' whatsomevah one j es '  
straightens out , dat ' s de one . 
Take dat along an ' wear it in yore 

po cket an ' in all yo ' travel s  yo ' always have luck . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 29 ) , 257 9 : 8 . ] 

FRIZZLY CHI CKEN : ORDINARY AND BLACK 11038 . I f  anything buried anywhere around 
yore house , they tell me tuh git a frizzled 

chicken an ' put it on de yard , wheresomevah dey put down something to harm yo ' -
it will scratch it up . [ For these remarkable chickens see DOCTOR FRIZZLY pp . 59-
6 3 , v . l ,  and many places . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1268 ) , 214 7 : 6 . ] 

11039 . I f  yo ' got a b lack frizz ly chicken , keep him on yore yard dat way , 
because he ' s  kind o f  a protector for [ agains t ]  the enemies that comes around 
yore house . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 159 1 : 5 . ] 

11040 . J i s t  take de skin outa duh gizzard an ' let it dry , an ' den j es t  smash 
i t  up in yore han ' an ' make a powder out of i t , an ' sprinkle some in yore sweet

CHICKEN GI ZZARD-SKIN POWDER - IN GIRL ' S  HAIR - LOVE 
heart ' s  hair - right up 
dere . 
(What will that do ? )  
Make her love you . [Way

BLACK PULLET GIZZARD SKIN - IN SACK - FOR JOB 
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1089 ) , 1 7 57 : 10 .] 
1104 1 .  Take a gizzard o f  
black hen , a black pullet , 

an ' dat thin skin inside , take an ' sew it up in 
a man fo ' a j ob an ' he ' ll nevah turn yo ' down . 

1104 2 .  (How do they handle that ? )  
Well , you see , it ' s  one gut into a chicken . 
(There ' s what ? )  
There ' s  one gut into a chicken . 
(Just one gut? ) 

a sack .  Den yo ' kin go an ' ask 
[Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1137 ) , 1851 : 2 . ] 

One gut , that ' s  all kin do any harm.  
of his - you know , the back o f  his neck 

That ' s  a gut runs from the , from the top 
all the way to  the rear end o f  i t .  

GUTS OR INTESTINES OF CHI CKEN - DRY - POWDER 
SPRINKLE INTO PERSON ' S  EATS - YOU JUST GOOFY 

THEY ACTS LIKE A CHICKEN ALL THE TIME 

(The rear end , the tail end? ) 
That ' s  right . 
(To his b ehind? ) 
To his b ehind . 
(All right . )  
Now , yo ' take that gut and you kin 
fix that gut and you kin dry i t  

out and you kin - an d  af ter you dry it out , you makes a powder o f  i t .  And you 
use thi s powder into a person ' s eats - what I mean about eats , about s i ttin ' down 
eatin ' . You sprinkle that over ' em and you gotta act like a chicken - you j us t  
goofy . They acts like a chicken all the time . 
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( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 1371 : 1 . ]  
1104 3 .  A chicken head and they write your name in i t  - write your name , you 

know , on a piece of paper .  
(Yes . )  
And they put a chicken head and they take and bury that chicken head . 
(What wi ll that do ? )  
That to keep they husband o r  they boy friend , 

their boy friend is  ab out to get away from them. 

INTO A CHICKEN HEAD SHE STI CKS PAPER ON WHICH 
SHE WRITE 9 TIMES NAME OF HUSBAND O R  BOY FRIEND 
WHICH SHE BURIES UNDER DOOR SHE CROSSES EACH DAY 

or whoever i t  is , if they f igure 
They get their name and they 

wri te , j ust like I shoved you 
j us t  now , nine times , and they 
put it in that chicken bead 
and they bury i t  either at 
their front door or at their 

back door , where they can walk over it al l the day long . [New Orleans , La . , 
( 845) , 12 9 3 : 3 . ] 

11044 . I seen a woman dress a chicken head for to b ring her husb and back to 
her . 

(We l l , how would they do tha t ? )  
We ll , she take the head and take 

stuf f i t  wi th his name and nine new 
that fork and bone part out the head and 
needles and p ins , and bury i t .  Put his 

TO BRING BACK HUSBAND WOMAN DRESSES CHICKEN HEAD 
TAKES OUT FORK OR BONE PART - PUTS IN HIS NAME 
9 NEW NEEDLES AND PINS � BURY IT - AND OVER DOOR 
NAIL HIS NAME - SUGAR - CINNAMON - WHITE RUM 

name , sugar , cinnamon and 
that white rum , and nail it 
up over the s ill [ ! ]  of the 
door . See , and that draws 
him b ack . 
(Up over the top of  the door . 

That ' s  to  b ring him b ack? ) [Here the si l l  i s  considered the cei ling of the door ; 
see No . l09 7 2 for open space ab ove a door . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 830) , 1 2 34 : 3 . ] 

1104 5 . De roo s ter , ah know a lit tle sompin ' b out him . Yo ' kin take a rooster 
three yeahs ole an ' ki ll him .  Take his haid . Yo ' see a an ts ' b ed haven ' t  yo ' ?  

�OOSTER 3 YEARS OLD - KILL - PUT HIS HEAD IN 
ANT BED - LUCK - BUT SEE 6 AND 7 BOOKS OF MOSES 

Jes ' take dis ole roos ter ' s  
haid an ' j es '  put it in dat 
ants ' b ed an ' let i t  s tay .  
Yo ' know de an ts will shore 

eat de meat o f f  de skul l .  An ' let it stay dere j es '  long enough fo ' dose ants 
to git all de meat off de skul l ,  go through his haid an ' gi t al l de b rains an ' 
every thing till i t  come to be tes tified [pe trified? ] an ' ole . Well , dat ' s luck. 

(How would they use - what would they do wi th tha t ? )  
After den , d i s  o l e  fe llah tells me , yo ' goes tuh d e  67th [ 6 th an d  7 th ]  Book 

of Mbses an ' den he ' ll give yo ' de direct answer .  [Brunswick , Ga. , (1186) , 
2000 : 10 . ] 

11046 . To keep dem [ law ] from de house ? Now , if you wanta a li t tle liquor 
kep t  [ for sale ] in dis place heah and you don ' t want no man to come in on yuh 
nov. You go on your s tation house and git one of de man ' s name that you ' 11  fiDd 
out . Git one , two or three - if you kin [ ge t ]  nine it ' s  much b e t ter . De �  
you get de s tronger it is . I f  you can ' t gi t but one [ name ] , den work OD dat aa.e 
ane , but let i t  b e  de leading man dat you knows i s  asking ab out you - to ,aar own 
judgment . Work by your own j udgment , de j udgmen t of  your ear . Git clat - 
mad git you a b rand-new piece of  board and write his name . Put ' e. � de 
�Zd. Write ' em cross de world to you and wri te ' em b ackwards . 

(Backwards and forwards . )  
And dey can ' t come in fer de devil . And nail dat onto your step 8Dd dey can ' t 

� seeing you . Not when you nail dat dere . Git you de heart of a chicken and 
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it  got to be a b lack chi cken . Cut de heart out of i t . Git dat wishin ' b one o f  
d e  chi cken b reas t  and you take dat heart wi t your hand o n  dose letters . Put ' em 

HERE I S  A COMPLICATED CHI CKEN RITE USED BY A 
BOOTLE GGER DURING PROHBITION TO KE EP LAW AWAY 
GET NAME OF LAW OFFI CER - 2 OR 3 - 9 BETTER - ON 
NEW BOARD WRI TE NAME NORMALLY - THEN TURNING 
BOARD UPSIDE DOWN WRI TE NAME CROSS DE WORLD 
NAIL TO STEP - CAN ' T  COME IN FER DE DEVIL - TAKE 
BLACK CHI CKEN HEART - RUB OVER LETTERS ON BOARD 
TELLING THEM WHAT DAT SPIRIT IS GOTTA DO • • •  DON ' T  
WANT DAT LAW TO WORRY ME • • •  DON 'T EVEN WANTS 'EM 
TO COME HEAH FO ' A DRINK • • •  AH [WANTS ] 'EM TO 
PASS BY AN ' KEEP ON PASSIN ' BY - BURY DAT 
WI SHIN '  -BONE - TWO PRONGS DOWNWARDS - TALK TO IT 
BURY BONE UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - QUINCUNX RITE 

dere so it can ' t  b e  rub of f -
on dat b oard . 
(You rub this heart over 
those letters ? )  
All over dose letters , all up 
and down like dat . And talk 
at de same time . Te ll ' em 
dat [what ] dat spirit i s  got
ta t o  do . You don ' t want no 
law to worry me . You wants 
to be up dere selling whiskey . 
Ah don ' t  want dat ZOL) to worpy 
me . Ah don ' t  want no kin ' of 
law .  A h  don ' t  even wants ' em 
to aome heah fo ' a drink of 

Ziquir or beer. Ah [wants ] ' em to pass by and keep on passing by . Kin go right 
in next door but won ' t come in chere . 

Take dat wishing-b one and b e  shore dat you go down in de groun ' t o  your shoul-
der and turn it down - A . Don ' t turn it up - Y . 

(Turn the wishing bone down , the points down? ) 
[Here we have rite s imi lar to the forked stick or " Y" in No . ll03 2 . ] 
Turn de two prongs down . And while you have - doin ' it , you talk to ' em. An '  

if you know any de officer ' s  names , don ' t let any come in dere , de fed ' ral offi
cer back , de county man b ack , de city officer b ack , de st ate controller , b ack . 
Dat take in all ' em ,  ain ' t it?  Go on over and over . And i f  you git dos e  three 
clas s o f  officers , you know why i t  is , don ' t you? De federal , de s tate control
ler , git de county and gi t de highway man . Den you go to work . 

(Where do you bury that wishing bone ? ) 
Under your step , right under your s tep . Be sure to go under your hous e . Den 

you put dat bone . If you ain ' t  got no front , put it in de middleways of de house . 
[ This center under the house and the 4 corners of  the hous e make our ri te a quin
cunx . ] Dat almost  s top people j ack-j acking to the front . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
(509) , 5 6 9 : 2 . ]  

1104 7 .  Sew dat up in a rag .  
(What do they s ew up in a rag? ) 
De black hen manure .  Sew i t  up in a rag an ' put de pers on name in i t  i f  dey 

doin ' yo ' harm an ' yo ' don ' t  like ' em.  An ' yo ' take it to runnin ' water to de 
rivah an ' throw it in . 

BLACK HEN MANURE - VI CTIM ' S  NAME - 3 NEW SAFETY PINS 
Ilf "H" FORM - SEW UP - THROW INTO RIVER - SENDS AWAY 

go clean away an ' won ' t troub le yo ' no mo ' .  Ah done 
(Jus t put one safety pin? ) 

Put new safety pins in 
[ package ] an ' throw it in 
[ river ] an ' dat person ' l l 

that mahs elf . 

Two - three , yes sir , yo ' put one on each end an ' pin one acros s it , three . 
(Like the let ter "H" on the package . )  [ The figure is more like this * a 

double cross . ]  
Yes sir .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 113 3) , 1839 : 11 . ] 
1104 8 .  Take dat an ' dry i t  out . 
(This manure from a b lack frizzly 
Yassuh , yo ' kin dry it out an ' go 

anything , an ' sprinkle dat intuh dey 

chi cken? ) 
tuh anyb ody ' s  house an ' if  dey cookin ' or 
food , dat wi l l  upset dere stomach an ' con-
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MANURE OF BLACK FRIZZLY CHI CKEN IN PERSON ' S FOOD 
CAUSES HEAVIN ' - CURE WITH CHICKEN GIZZARD TEA 

tinually keeps ' em heavin ' 
al l de time . 
Yo ' kin turn right round an ' 
take de gizzard of a [ any ]  

chicken an ' put down dat throwin ' up . Anytime a person put frizzly s tuff [ma
nure ] into yore food , yo ' nevah got no appe tite fo ' anything yo ' eat , yo ' throw 
i t  up . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 37 ) , 2 7 7 8 : 8 . ]  

11049 . [All the following chicken-manure rites , not identical ones , will b e  
found somewhere in HOODOO. They appear everywhere out in the field . I f  the re 

CHI CKEN-HOUSE MANURE ON BITE - IF ANYONE BITES YOU 
BITER' S TEETH WILL DROP OUT 

is no preference concerning 
the type - color and s ource -
of the material used , sup
pose we begin with the 

chicken-house itself . But sometimes for a human 
No . l0 7 21 , p . 4054 , v . 5 . ] 

b i te b ird manure is used - see 

Wel l ,  if  anyb ody b ite chew like dat , yo ' take an ' place - go to a chicken 
coop an '  place some chicken ' nure [manure ] on dere an ' make yo ' [ the b i ter ] lose 
yore teeth . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1018) , 164 8 : 2 . ] 

11050 . Yo ' coul d go to a chicken house an ' git s ome chicken manure an ' rub 
i t  on dere [ if person b i tes you] an ' it will make a person ' s tee th rot out . 
[Brunswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) , 1 9 87 : 2 . ] 

11051 . I f  anyb ody b i te chew or any thing l ike dat , see , j es '  git  dis whe re de 
chicken has been , yo ' know , an ' put it on dat p l ace . Dat wil l  rot al l dey tee th 
out . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 9 6 ) , between 2262- 2 6 6 5 : 9 . ] 

BLACK CHI CKEN MANURE ON BITE 
MAKES BITER' S TEETH FALL OUT 

11052 . Ah heard dat if someb ody b i te chew dat 
yo ' gits black chicken manure an ' rub it on dere , 
an '  it wil l  rot all dere tee th out . [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 8 ) , 2519 : 6 . ] 
11053 . Now , dey tell me yo ' kin take a b l ack 
hen ' s  dung - a black hen ' s  dung . In de places 

vhere he bit chew , anoint dat place wit dat , an ' it will cause all dere tee th 
tub come out . [Brunswick, Ga . , (j us t before No . l 240) , 2105 : 1 . ] 

IlliTE PART OF CHICKEN MANURE 
SOAK 3 DAY S - PERFUME 

11054 . (You take a white what ? )  
Chicken turd. 
(Yes , the manure . )  
An '  yo ' soak i t  in water three days , an ' yo ' 

strain i t  out an ' yo ' make a perfume outa it [ ! ! ! ]  an ' yo ' kin take ' em in wit 
dat . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 11 7 0 ) , 1 9 7 6 : 6 . ] 

11055 . They wil l  ke tch a black hen - goin ' pick ' em out a black ole hen an '  
&i t  de white offa dat , dey dung , de white . And i f  dey kin git i t  - maybe dey 

lfiiTE PART OF BLACK HEN MANURE FED TO ANYONE 
�S VI CTIM' S TEETH FALL OUT WITHIN 9 DAYS 

wants to do it , dey can ' t  git to 
' em.  But he ' l l g i t  s omebody else 
an ' put s ome in yore food . See . 
An '  de minute dat yo ' eat it , in 

aiDe days yore too ths will come to be s l ack all over everywhere - in nine days . 
(And your tee th wil l  eventually drop out . ) [Not eventually , but within 9 

days ! ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 54 2 ) , 6 7 2 : 1 . ] 
11056 . Dey say , take - it ' s  either a b lack hen or a whi te hen - take sa.e of 

dere s tuff , yo ' know , an ' rub on i t  [bite ] an ' all of yore tee th will fall out. 

1111ITE MANURE OR WHITE PART OF BLACK MANURE 
Dat ' s all ah heard about dat . [Way
cross , Ga . , ( 105 9 ) , 1719 :8 . ] 
1105 7 .  I f  yo ' b i t  a persoo. , yeah , 

.- •  they git chicken manure an ' anoint the place with i t  - i f  they bit ' em, an '  
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then their teeth will begin tuh rot out one by one . Of cours e ,  they all won ' t 
come out at  one t ime , but one by one they ' ll  eventually [ come out ] . 

TEETH ROT AND COME OUT GRADUALLY 

WRAP UP BITE 3 DAYS - BITER' S TEETH DROP OUT 

(Any kind o f  chicken manure ? )  
Yes , j es '  so i t ' s  a chicken . 
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 
1 6 2 3 : 3 . ] 

• 
11058 . You kin take manure from 
a chicken - has to be a black one , 

though - an ' dat place [where you were b i tten ]  put it on there an ' t ie it up , an ' 
keep it t ied up for three days . Dat will take all their teeth out . [ S t .  P eters

RUB CHICKEN DUNG ON SLEEP ER' S HEAD - HIS TEETH ROT 
burg , Fla . , ( 1 0 2 5) , 1662 : 6 . ] 
11059 . De chicken s tuff 

in de top o f  his head when he ' s  as leep , an ' all 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 94) , 160 6 : 5 . ] 

from a chicken an ' rub it  
his  teeth will ro tten out . [ S t . 

11060 . Dey tell  me , says , i f  yo ' wanta make dat person move out , dey tell me 
yo ' git some s tuff [ s oot ] from up de chimley an ' sprinkle i t  round de do ' evah 
mawnin ' fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dey ' l l  sweep dey owns elf away ' caus e dey ' ll  sweep 

CHIMNEY - SOOT FROM VICTIM' S OWN - ENEMY 
SPRINKLES AT VICTIM' S DOOR 9 MORNINGS - MOVES 

CINNAMON AND SUGAR - GAMBL ING 

CINNAMON - SUGAR - FAST LUCK 
LUCKY OIL - VAN- VAN 

dat dus t - soot - away from de 
do ' . 
(They are sweeping their own 
chimney away ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 7 7 ) , 
1 7 44 : 9 . ] 
11061 . Keep some sugar and cin
namon in a piece o f  paper , wrap
ped up in your pockets all the 
t ime . Awful lucky in gamb l ing . 
Yes s i r .  [New Orleans , La . , 
( 7 96) , 110 9 : 7 . ] 
1106 2 .  Cinnamon , sugar and dice 
in bag for gamb l ing luck . Let 
no one touch i t . [ New Orleans , 
La . , (9 94) , 145 7 : ? ]  
1106 3 .  Cinnamon , fas t  Zuak, 

Zuaky oi l ,  sugar and van-van in bottle [ five ingredients ] rub this mixture on 
hands for luck in gambling . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 830) , 1 2 3 3 : 5 . ] 

11064 . Dey tell me yo ' gits a p iece o f  newspapah , an ' j es '  lak dis yo ' makes 
a " V" lak dis . Keep a-makin ' it lak dis , keep a-makin ' it lak dis . Keep a-makin' 

it lak dis . Yo ' make dat 
CIRCLE - HALVES OF A - DRAW 9 OF THEM ON P IE CE  OF 
NEWSPAPER - HORIZONTALLY LIKE THIS : CCCCCCCCC 
OR THEY COULD BE DRAWN IN A COLUMN ONE ABOVE THE 
OTHER - BURY THIS PIE CE OF PAPER UNDER DOORSTEP 
COVER PAPER WITH SALT - RIMS OF HALF CIRCLE S OUT 
YOU STAY OUT - RIMS OF HALF CIRCLE S IN - COME IN 

nine times dis way . Yo ' take 
dat papah an ' yo ' s tick it in 
front o f  yo re s teps an ' put 
salt - covah i t  wit s a l t  an ' 
j es '  pull i t . Jes ' pull it 
dis part heah yo ' turn it  
back dis way . Dat ' s fa ' ' em 

no t tuh come in , an ' pull it dis way an ' yo ' turn dat back dis way . Bury dat 
undah yore step in front of yore do ' way an ' den come cross  an ' covah dat wit salt 
an ' dat will make ' em s t ay out , dey say .  

( I  want you to draw that for me t o  show me j us t  how i t  is done . You make your 
mark right on that piece of paper - this is a newspaper now [ let this be the 
pieae of newspaper you mention ; p robab ly handed informant a sheet from my no te-
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b o ok] . What kind o f  mark do you make? [ Info rmant makes a mark . ] You make a 
mark sort o f  like a crescent , it  goes to the right and comes back like that . )  

Now , dis means "stay out , don ' come in . "  Now , i f  yo ' want a person tub come 
in dere . I f  a person out an ' yo ' want ' em tub come in dere , yo ' j es '  turn it 
dis way [ demonst rates ] .  Dat means " come in . "  Dis means [ demonstrates ] "stay 
out . "  

(Well , those half circles , cres cents ,  when the arc o f  the half circle is out 
from the door , that means " come in . " ) 

Yo ' understand dat . [ I  certainly did ! ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1396) . 
2510 : 4 . ] 

11065 . Yo ' livin ' in de house an ' yo ' an ' 
fool roun ' in he r room till yo ' git hold o f  a 

her can ' t  git ' long , well , yo '  
piece o f  he r linen - j es '  any 
piece of  her linen . Well , yo ' 
take dat p iece o f  her linen an' 
yo ' take it an ' tack it undah yore 

CLOTHES - HE WEARS A P IECE OF HIS OVER HERS 

linen - a p iece o f  her linen undah yore linen - an ' wear it right between where 
yo ' [ tool]  will rub into her linen . An '  ' s tead o f  she be hatin ' yo ' , she ' ll 
come tub like yo ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1364) , 2407 : 5 . ] 

1106 6 . But dere ' s  somepin dat ah have tried fo ' mahself dat ' s  very true . 
Once ah wus in love with a girl an ' ah wus j est crazy about her an ' she didn ' t 

HE SEWS P IECE OF HER UNDERSKIRT 
INTO SEAT OF HIS UNDERCLOTHES 

ah took a piece of  her underskirt 
underclothes , an ' ah wore it fo ' , 
she le ft an ' she came b ack .  

like me - didn ' t seem to . So at night when 
ah would go in - she wus staying in one room 
an ' ah wus in de o ther . One mornin ' she went 
out an ' left some o f  her things in dere , an ' 
an ' sew it  right in de seat o f  mah clo ths , mah 
ah wore dat sui t fo ' a year . An '  [meanwhile ] 

She tole me , says , "Yo ' done somp in tub me ? "  
Ah says , "No , ah haven ' t  did anything tuh yo ' . " 
She says , "Yo ' have so . "  She says , "Some way ah ' m  j es t  gittin ' so crazy about 

chew ah don ' t know whut in de world tub do . "  Say , "Ah can ' t stay o f f , ah can ' t 
stay heah , "  say ,  "but whatevah yo ' did • • •  " 

Ah tole her , "Not anything . "  
So , fo ' several days later ah tried it , an ' ah take de thing out . See dat ' s  

vbut mah mo ther told me dis , i f  ah ever wanted tub do a thing like dat . An '  ah ' d  
taken i t  out an ' burned i t  up , an ' right now she ' s j es t  as crazy about me . Dat ' s  
been seven years ago . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 11 6 3) , 19 40 : 2 . ] 

1106 7 .  Or ei thah his pants , yo ' know , j is '  take - yo ' know where that seat 
is in there in de pants , in de seat of it - an ' yo ' take that an ' wear it aroun' 
yore waist , o r  either place i t  in yore purse , an ' that keeps him an ' makes hia 

SEAT OF HIS PANTS - SHE WEARS ABOUT WAIST OR IN PURSE 

PIECES OF HIS AND HER UNDERWEAR SHE WEARS AT WAI ST 

give you all his money. 
(You can do it with 
ei ther the seat of his 
pants o r  his underclo� 
ing? ) 
Yes . (Little Rock. AEk • •  
(896) , 1466 : 16 . ) 
11068 . Git a piece of 
his underclo£bes -· 
yours and wear it annmd 

yore waist an ' dat ' 11 keep him.  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1122) , 1804 : 2 . ] 
11069 . [ I f  she ] wants to get him back ,  i f  she go t any o f  his �£s 

or anything , she kin take them an ' wear ' em  around her waist .  ADd Sbe kiD take 
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SHE WEARS UNDERGARMENT OF HIS ROUND HER WAI ST 
WEARS SUGAR UNDER HER ARM - COOKS CAKE WITH IT 
HAS FRIEND SEE THAT HE EATS IT - HE WILL RETURN 

sugar and wear it under her 
arms , [ then ] cook a cake with 
it and get some of her friends 
to send it to him. And he get s 
that , he ' l l come back . [Vicks
bur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 743) , 1013 : 5 . ] 
1107 0 .  I f  a woman is got a man 

an ' she don ' want him tuh leave her , she takes one o f  his dirty socks - de same 
as ah said about her stockin ' . Wel l , ah take one of  his dirty socks - she takes 

WOMAN TIES MAN ' S  DI RTY SOCK IN A KNOT FOR 15 DAYS 
WHEREVER HE IS HE CANNOT LEAVE HER - TIE IT ABOUT 
HER WAI ST WITH 9 KNOTS IN STRING - NO OTHER WOMAN 

it , an ' she ties it up in a 
knot an ' she keep s dat sock 
tied dere fo ' fift een days . 
An ' wherevah he be ' s  he gotta 
come back tuh her . He cain ' t 

leave her , an ' i f  he done left her he ' s  comin ' back aftah she have dat sock .  
He ' s  comin ' back tuh her . She could take a s t ring an ' she wear dat [ sock ] round 
her waist  fo ' nine days , an ' nine kno t s  in it . He cain ' t have nob ody .  

See , a l l  o f  dat i s  i n  d e  way o f  hoodooin ' somebody tuh keep ' em from doin ' 
right . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 74) , 2 897 : 6 . ] 

110 7 1 .  Dey say i f  a man ' s runnin ' round - j est  lak ah ' m  got a husband an ' 
mah husband would be runnin ' wi th a other lady , an ' ah want ' im to  b reak o f f . 

TO KEEP HOME - SHE SLEEP S ON PIECE OF HI S CLOTHES 
Ah could take a garment dat 
he wear next to him. Let i t  
be dirty , have his scent in 

i t , an ' sleep on it every night . P ut i t  between mah sheet an ' de mattress an ' 
sleep on it every ni ght , an ' dat ' ll make him stay home . Ah have tried dat an ' 
dat worked . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1133) , 1840 : 1 . ] 

110 7 2 . B ut she says if he leaves , she says don ' t worry about him going . I f  
you wanta b ring him back , i f  you got anything in the world that belong to him , 

IF DEPARTED MAN LEFT ANYTHING BEHIND - TAKE IT 
TO RUNNING WATER AND THROW IT IN WITH A WISH 

[ she ]  say you j ust  make your 
wish . And i f  your wish is for 
him to  come back , take it to 
any s t ream that is cont in ' ly 

running and put it in there . Then you turn around and come back , and at chly 
[ actually ] ,  in a short while he ' ll return . He ' l l never be satis fied nowhere 

he goes , he ' s  bound to  come back wherever he left f rom . [Norfolk , Va . , (470) , 
478 : 2 . ] 

110 7 3 . Well , if you want s to s top ' em ,  i f  yo ' goes out , from the law gett ing 
in connect ion with you . That ' s  very easy to do that , too . Here ' s  whut chew do . 

CARMKRT YOU HAD ON THAT DAY - PIECE FROM ENEMY 
TIE TOGETHER WITH AN OLD PIECE YOU DO NOT WANT 
1HROW INTO RUNNING WATER - OTHER PERSON POWERLESS 
HIS EVIL THOUGHT OR SP IRIT CANNOT HARM YOU AT ALL 

Yo ' [ go ]  an ' gi t chure own 
garment , git a piece of  your 
clothes that you had on thi s 
day , that has perspirat ion 
on i t , an ' git a piece of 
thei rs . Take those two 

pieces together an ' tie ' em with a piece that you don ' t want . Tie ' em together 
and put ' em in a running s t ream of water . And they never wi ll do nuthin to yo ' .  
That running stream takes away the evil thought between you an ' him. Run that 
away . Jlun that spirit away . 

[I had asked about keep ing the law away f rom the house , but informant turns 
� ques tion into anyone seeking to harm you . You b egin your protect ion with a 
piece of clothing you wore that day , b ecause the perspiration in it is a part 
of your spirit . hence the whole of your spirit ( see PART OF SP IRIT EQUALS WHOLE 
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OF SPIRIT , p . 21-23 , v . l) . Next , you ob tain something recently worn or handled 
by the enemy . Then , using a spiritless p iece of cl othing you have discarded , 
you tie your spirit and enemy spirit together , making a t ight knot . And immed
iately and finally you rush o f f  and throw this package int o running water . Run
ning water kill s  or pur i fies evil work . You understand , of course , that the 
evil spirit permi t ted it sel f to be tied only because it was b eing t ied to you , 
now even an easier prey . Thi s  r i te is  called a triak .  I d i d  n o t  understand 
this rite when I heard it  back in 1 9 3 9 ; the reason why my note about informant 
on the original trans cription reads , use with aare ! This rite is logically 
illogical ! ]  [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , (1025) , 166 2 : 7 . ] 

110 7 4 . They ' d  [ they had ] arossed her . 
(How did they aross her ? )  
Well , they get s  hold of her dirty 

dirty linens and bury that . Bury it 
linen . You understand ? One of her old 
in a p lace where they don ' t  walk at , nobody 

WOMAN ' S DIRTY LINEN BURIED NEAR WHERE PEOPLE WALK 
AGAINST WALL OR NEAR CORNER - WHERE THEY DI STURB 
BUT CANNOT KILL HER QUI CKLY BY WALKING OVER LINEN 

walks ; up close to a corner , 
up close to the wall where 
people don ' t walk over it . 
That ' s  dirty . [ I f  her linen 
had been buried where people 

could walk over it , victim would have died quickly , called a fas t  death. Here 
we have a s low death rite , the reas on informant calls  it dirty . The se terms 
s low death and fas t  death are ment ioned early in HOODOO . ]  [New Orleans , La . , 
(824) ' 1193 : 7 . ] 

110 75 . See now , he don ' t  wanna , a 
chew to run around an ' leave home , or 

per son don ' t  wanna kill you , or they wan ' 
you won ' t  have no friend o f  nob ody so no

IN CENTER OF CROSSROAD AT 2 A . M. - BURY SOCK OR ANY 
CLOTHES - BY NAILING IT TO A ROOT GROWING THERE 
FINDING THI S ROOT IN CENTER I S  A PROBLEM TO SOLVE 
ROOT FOUND - CLOTHES NAILED - THROW ON RED PEPPER 
COVER WITH DIRT - TURN BACK TO HOLE - OVER SHOULDER 
THROW SALT ON COVERED HOLE - WALK AWAY - NEVER LOOK 
BACK - THI S DRIVES OWNER OF CLOTHES CRAZY - QUINCUNX 

body can like you . Why 
you kin git s  some - you 
kin gi t a piece of your • • •  
Git your sock or any p iece 
of your clothes an ' he ' ll 
go to de forks of de road . 
And take that same pepper 
[red] , pepper is a good 
thing , and take that [ sock 

and pepper ] and carry it to the forks o f  the road ab out 2 o ' clock in the night , 
and dig a lit tle hole right in the fork o f  that road . You got to f ind a root 
dere . S omet ime s they find hard dirt you know . And drive that nail right down 
[ through the clothes with red p epper ] into the root . And you turn right o f f  
from there - he ' l l turn right around and take you [him] some salt and thr ow i t  
right there l ike that [ demons trate b ack over h i s  shoulder ] and don ' t look back. 
Dat person [ owner of clothes ] you ' ll see him run aroun ' crazy . [ I f  the presen� 
forks of the road is a typical one , two roads crossing more or less  at right 
angles + , the clothes b uried in the center of the cross ing would create a quiD
cunx rite . ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 2 8 ) , 2 23 : 6 . ]  

110 7 6 .  A woman ' s  stockin ' , you kin take i t  an ' git  chew some de cinna.on , de 
b i g  cinnamon . Dey go t de two kin ' , dey got de groun ' c innamon an ' dey go� de big 

WOMAN ' S  STOCKING - BARK CINNAMON - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
INS IDE - TACK UP FOOT PART WITH 2 TACKS - BOTH 
STOCKINGS MAY BE USED BUT YOU MUST USE LEFT ONE 
THI S  CAUSED DEATH OF OWNER WITHIN 9 OR 10 HOURS 

cinnamon . Dey take de bia 
cinnamon . 
(You mean the bark! )  
Yes . Take dat an '  yo '  gi� 
chew some graveyard clus� , an '  
yo ' gi t chew two tacks an '  

yo ' nail that . Yo '  nail de heel part o f  de stockin ' . Yo ' nail de foo�-part any-
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where yo ' wanta nail i t  an ' dey j is '  b e  gone . Dey ' ll l ive about n ine or ten days 
but dey cain ' t  live no longer , yo ' see . I f  it ' s  both of them it ' s  all r ight but 
de left-foo t  shoe [ stocking ] yo ' must have . [Algier s , L a . , ( 1 5 9 7 ) , 300 2 : 5 . ] 

110 7 7 .  Now if there is s omebody that you want tuh be , wan t hard luck to hap
pen t o  them , you kin take anything of the ir s . Well , say for instance , yo ' take 

FOLD HI S NECKTIE FROM YOU - TAKE 9 S TEPS WE S T  
THEN 9 S TEPS EAST - THE DIRECTION IN WH I CH HE LIVE S  
TURN YOUR BACK T O  - THROW T I E  OVER SHOULDER 
WALK AWAY - NEVER LOOK BACK - MAKES HIM UNLUCKY 

a tie . Well , say ah ' ll -use 
a tie , if it ' s  a man . Ah ' ll 
take a man ' s t ie . You fold 
that tie from you and you 
make nine s t eps that way , 
wes t ; then you make nine 

east . An ' if they livin ' this way [ informant p o ints ] , you turn your back t o  them 
[ demons trates ] an ' throw that tie l ike that [ demons trates ] .  

(Back over your shoulder ? )  
Back over your head . An ' never look back an '  walk on off . 
(What will that do ? )  

That will take their good luck o f f  them. They wil l have hard luck all the 
t ime . [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , (near 1 0 2 4 ) , 1 6 60 : 5 . ]  

110 7 8 . Mah brothah had a wife - r ight chere in de c ity s ince ah come down 
heah - an '  a fellah he wanted tuh be in company wid ' em all de time an ' all . 

INFORMANT ' S  BROTHER HAD A MALE FRIEND WHO WANTED 
ALWAYS TO BE NEAR THI S BROTHER AND HI S WI FE 
ONE DAY THI S FRIEND SMOKED BROTHE R ' S P IPE - THAT 
EVENING BROTHER ' S  GUMS TURNED RED - TEETH BECAME 
SHAKY - WHITE-HEADED BUMPS APPEARING IN MOUTH 
HERE INFORMANT SAY S  - AH PUT DE PIPE IN CLEAR WATER 
IN DE SHADE ONE DAY AN ' DAT PIPE STARTED TUB BILE 
INFORMANT SAY S  TO BROTHER - SAM • • •  DAT PIPE IS "FIXED" 
• • •  SO ALL YO ' TEET ' LL DROP OUT - SAM SAY S  AH SMOKED 
DE PIPE AND MAH TEET ' GETTED NUMB ALL TUB ONCE 
INFORMANT HAD BROTHER BRING HIM P IECE O F  WI FE ' S  
CLOTHES - HE CUT OUT 6 PIECES - ROLLED THEM TIGHT 
BOILED THEM IN OAK-BARK TEA WI TH WHICH BROTHER 
GARGLED TO KILL GERMS IN HI S TEETH - INFORMANT 
THREW THIS USED WATER INTO GRAVEYARD SEVERAL 
TIMES - DEM TEET ' GOIN ' BACK J IS ' LAK IT AIN ' T  
HAPP8N!D - P IPE HE ALSO BOILED IN OAK-BARK TEA 
THIS WATER WAS THROWN TO THE WE S T  - DAT 'S CARRY IN ' DE 
DISEASE DOWN [WHEN THE SUN SETS ] - BROKE UP P IPE 
DEll TKifT 1  GOIN ' BACK JIB ' LAK IT AIN 'T HAPPENED 

An ' mah bro thah all de 
t ime would ketch aftah 
' im an ' he nevah know 
whut dat wuz . He ' d  come 
in dere an ' , see a pipe 
an ' say , "Well , l emme 
smoke yo ' p ipe , "  take de 
p ipe an ' l ight up . He 
so glad he kin speak tuh 
' is wife , j is '  take de 
pipe , yo ' kn ow ,  an ' l ight 
up an ' smoke see , Zak yo ' 
smokin ' now. An ' dat 
evenin ' all aroun ' ' is 
gum turned red . All de 
teet ' s t ar ted tuh g i t  
shaky , numb , j i s '  [ s tart
ed to ] comin ' out . He 
come home . An ' so we 
had s ome-a dis witch
hazel , an ' arnica , an ' 
ah said , "Why doncha 

[don' t you] tech [ touch] s ome [ o f  this medicine ] all roun ' dat gum? " An ' den 
dere come vhitehaid bumps al l roun ' dere . Ah said , " B oy , ah see s ompin roun ' 
dere . "  Ah said , "Wha ' da [what did ] yo ' do tuh g i t  yo ' teet ' lak dat ? "  He said , 
"Ah out chere tuh mah wife tuh find out , an '  ah smoked de p ipe an ' mah tee t ' 
getted [ got ] numb all tuh once . "  Ah s aid , "Oh yeah? Ah getcha . " S o  ah go on 
dere an ' ah git de pipe , see . An ' ah put de p ipe in cleah watah in de shade 
one day an ' dat pipe s tarted tuh bile . When it start tuh bile lak dat , chew 
know , ah dropped a grain o f cookin ' salt in it , see , an ' den dropped a l i ' le 
ammonia in it . See , dat kill in ' [ to kill ]  dis in ' is mouf [mouth ] dere . Ah 
says tuh mah b rothah , name S am ,  says , "Now , S am ,  ah tell yo ' whatcha do . Dat 
p ipe is fi:red so it hurtcha , so all yo ' teth ' ll drop out chure haid . "  An ' ah 
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say , '�ow ,  ah tell yo ' whatcha do . An' now , dontcha think dat ah wan ' cha tuh 
pull dem teet ' out . "  Said , "Ah ' m  goin ' take a [ s omething = method ] tuh put ' em 
[ teeth ] back in after yo ' goes back tuh yo ' wife ' s  house , now. An '  yo ' git -
t ry tuh git now - try tuh kid ' er roun ' an ' git hole of  it , "  ah said , "den 
you ' ll .  • •  

( Get hold o f  what ? )  
Git - wanna git a p iece o f  ' is clothes . 
(Whose clothes ? )  
His wife ' s  clo thes . Now he wanted tuh turn sompin [back ]  an ' [ on ]  ' im  [ the 

man who smoked b rother ' s  pipe ] . Ah said , yo ' git a p iece , apron or enythin' -
sompin whut he [ she ] weahs cross ' is [ her ] body part . S o  he went on dere an '  
he gits a • • •  one dem close [ clothes ] p ieces . Ah t ell ' im take out s ix pieces : 
take out one p iece in de back , one p iece out dis s ide [ demons trates ] ,  one piece 
out dat s ide [ demons t rates ] an ' roll ' em up tuhgethah tight . Dat goin ' kill iDr 
fection he take out . An '  he [brother ] put dat an ' bile it tuhgethah in oak bark 
[ commonly used as hoodoo disinfectant ] .  An '  dis oak bark , bile it good enough 
so it git strong while dem p ieces wuz in dere . Dat would kill dis thing , dese 
germs whut he had in ' is teeth . An '  he biled dat tuhgethah an ' carry it tuh a 
cemetery . An '  carried ' em out about three or fo ' t imes . An ' dem teet ' goin ' 
back j is '  lak it ain ' t happened . Ah didn ' t realize dat would help , wit dat 
watah - dat cleah watah . An '  [ he ]  trow [ threw]  up all dem [ germs ] unt il ah put 
dem [ pieces ] tuh b ile . 

(He took this oak-bark water and rubbed it over his teeth ? )  
No , gargled ' em all wit it , j is '  wash ' em out wit it . But aftah git tin ' dese 

pieces out , put de clothes - see , bile dat right tuhgethah ; see , j is '  lak yo ' 
bilin '  rags or sompin . An ' he gargle wit dat . 

(But this pipe - this water you boiled the p ipe in , what did you do with that! )  
Ah buried dat , buried ' em i n  d e  - d i s  way of d e  world , d e  west . Down all de 

time . Dat ' s  carryin ' de disease down [with the sunset ] .  Ah buried dat an ' ah 
nevah did - ah broke de pipe up . S omebody apt tuh git holt de p ipe an ' might 
have de same thing . See , lak dat , soon as ah trow [ throw] dat salt down , dat 
same cookin ' salt , dat p ipe - dat watah , start boilin ' . No fiah wuz dere atall. 
Dat pipe wuz packed wit d e  germs whut he had dere - my brothah - an ' dat thing 
boilin ' j is '  as natural as yo ' put a pot ovah de fiah .  An '  ah realized dat when 
.ah gran ' mothah t ell me how tuh fix dat thin ' an ' ah fixed it . Dem thin ' s 
[germs ] come right out . Now he ' s  bet tah off den ah is . He verks evah day an ' 
j is '  as lively . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (near 529) , 635 : 1 . ] 

11079 .  [ The preceding margin titles about clothes I will now end with a col
lection of condensed rites - shortened years ago for one reason or another - just 
as I did previously with that section of condensed rites on pages 3989- 3994 . As 
in this preceding sect ion , once again to save space , I omit informant numbers 
and names of states . ]  

11080 . Woman cuts seat [ crotch? ] out of his dir ty underwear , wears in � 
left shoe ; wherever he goes he ' s  coming t o  her . [Mobile 95 3 : 1 . ] 

11081 . Woman cuts forked p iece from his underwear , wears in right shoe; � 
can ' t  rest until he comes to her . [Mob ile 908 : 1 . ] 

1108 2 .  Wear piece of man ' s shirt tail over [ her ] privates . [W� 105 :  
10 . ] 

11083 . Cut front piece from man ' s shir t tail and wear on b loo.era. (&Mlwdng
ton 261 : 7 . ] 

11084 . Cut o f f  end of  shirt tail , tie gunpowder in it , wear clo8e � ber 9 
.ornings . [Wilmington 2 71 : 8 . ] 

1108 5 .  S t op up man ' s shirt tail in bottle , put over door , keBpa �. 
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[Wilming ton 135 : 2 . ] 
11086 . Cut o f f  man ' s shirt tail , bury under s tep .  [Wilmington 195 : 3 . ] 
1 108 7 .  Put man ' s shirt tail with Heapts Co togne in bot tle in mat tress . [Wil

ming ton 163 : 5 . ] 
11088 . "She ' ll git his shirt tail and [ to make man s t ay home ] cut it and ill 

it in j es '  about 3 knot s ,  tight as she could git i t ; take it and b� i t under 
de steps . "  [Charleston 606 : 5 . ] 

11089 . " Clip out a piece of end of his shirt , a piece in the shape o f  a head 
and place it on the front of her , on her petticoat you might say ,  or underskirt , 
and wear that . That will pr event him from going to and fro or coming in contact 
or having connect ion with other women in a sexual way . " [ Vicksburg 1018 : 2 . ] 

1109 0 . Tie 9 knot s  in man ' s shirt tail , bury , to bring back .  [Charleston 
602 : 6 . ] 

1109 1 .  To control person , take his garment , � it in the middle of a three
p ronged road . [Washing ton , no reference . ]  [The center of a three-p ronged road 
is rarer than the center of a four-pronged cros s road , this latter with obj ect in 
center creating a quincunx . I have sometimes called this three-pronged road a 
"Y" crossroad . ] 

110 9 2 . Woman takes any soiled clo thes o f  man , such as sweaty underclothes , 
takes some o f  hers , wraps together and wears .---rwashington 8 36 : 2 . ] 

11093 . Was�n ' s clothes , throw this water under door he uses mos t , he 
will s tay home . [Wilming ton 1 1 9 : 2 . ] 

11094 . Wash man ' s clothes , throw this water under back door ; keeps home . 
[Wilming ton 1 18 : 6 . ] 

11095 . � person ' s clothes , bot tle this water , put overhead - over picture 
or door - keeps person home . [Norfolk 53 0 : 3 . ] 

1109 6 .  To hold man , wash sweat from his suspenders [ ! ] .  Bottle this water and 
conceal at foo t o f  her bed . [Petersburg 41 7 : 6 . ] 

11097 . Man buries in back yard garment woman wears close to skin , she ' ll 
never leave . [Baltimore , no reference . ]  

11098 . Wash man ' s right sock and sweaty places under arms of his clothes , 
bottle ; keep , keeps him home . [ Baltimore 47 : 3 . ] 

11099 . Wear man ' s hat b ow around your neck in a bag , or hang any o f  his 'arments on the front of the bed or make a pillow of  it , and he ' ll come back . 
Wilmington 12 3 : 4 . ] 

11100 . Put man ' s o ld dirty underwear or old sho e s  under bed t o  b ring b ack . 
[Wilmington 1 15 : 3 . ] 

11101 . Woman can wear any clothes man le ft , or put it some place in house , 
� wishes ,  he ' ll coiie"'back . [Norfolk 4 7 5 : 3 . ]

-

11102 . " She kin take some of  his clothes an ' bury ' em • • •  he ' ll either come to 
' er or be won ' t  be l iving" [ this may be my only examp le of this rit e ] . [ Jack
sonville 690 : 3 . 1 

ll103 . � piece cut from seat of man ' s  drawers brings him back .  [Charles-
ton 602 : 6 . 1 

ll104. "She kin take his underclothes an ' wash ' em with hers an ' he ' l l come 
back to her an '  never leave her . "  [ Vicksburg 1 05 9 : 1 . ] 

lllOS . Git piece she wore next to her skin , dress it , bury by  her gate , 
she ooulda ' t  stay home . [Wilmington 83 : 3 . ] 

CLOVER - 4 LEAVED - CHEW - SPIT NEAR BOS S 
LOOK HIM STRAIGHT IN DE EYE - ASK FOR JOB 

and look him straight in de eye , you would 

11106 . Says if yo ' go and git a 
piece of  fo ' -leaf clover and chew it 
and spit right down near de boss and 
talk to him and ask him fer a j ob 

be successful in getting a j ob .  [ To 
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look the boss straight in de eye is frequently a part o f  seeking-j ob s  rites . ] 
[Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 63) 1 7 01 : 1 . ] 

11107 . Yo ' git whut de ' call three clover leaf . 
(One three-c lover leaf or three d i fferent leaves? ) 
One leaf but three different leaves on it . It ' s  all in one - three clover 

leaves . 
All right , chew name dose leaves de days yo ' go in ' tuh see yore boss  an '  use 

de s ame perfume on it - Hearts Perfume - use dat on it , an ' t ie that up in a red 
flannel with a needle , and put a lit t le ashes an ' salt , an ' dat ' ll give yo ' - use 

CLOVER - A 3 LEAVED - TIE INTO RED FLANNEL WITH 
dat fo ' luck . Ah have 
done it . 

3 INGREDIENTS : NEEDLE [SHARP LUCK ] - SALT [ PROTECTION ] 
ASHES [HUMILITY OR THANKFULNES S ] - �EV!THIS HAND 
WITH HEARTS PERFUME - NAME I T  THE DAYS YOU GO 

(When you go before the 
boss  to give you a j ob ? )  
Yes sir , ah wus three 

yo ' s ee . Yo ' see yo ' name i t  de days yo ' go . 
name the hand Monday . "Monday , I want you t o  
[ Brunswi ck , Ga . , (11 9 8) 1 2015 : 6 . ] 

days in gittin '  a j ob ,  
[ I f  you go for a j ob on Monday , 

get this j ob for me today , etc . " ]  

11108 . Now , i f  a man likes a woman and she don ' t like him.  All he have to 
do  i s  go down to the drug s tore and get  him some Oi l of Clover. They go t a per

OIL OF CLOVER - LOVE POWDER - MIX - PUT ON HIM - GO 
TO WOODS GET 4 PIECES OF BLOODWEED - TOUCH HER 
WITH THIS MIXTURE - TAME HER RIGHT DOWN TO HIM 

fume they call Oi l of Clo
ver. And get some powder 
they call Love Powder , and 
mix that together , you un-
derstand . And put i t  on 

him,  and go out in the woods and get him - pass anywheres they grows up on the 
[ something? b ayous ? ]  some weeds they call b loodWeeds . [ Bloodweed can be a number 
of plant s . ]  You understand? Take these bloodweeds and cut him four p ieces o f f  
o f  it . S ee? An d  put ' em i n  h i s  pocket , and pour all this s t u f f  o n  there . You 
unders t and ? This powder ,  put it  on there . And every t ime he pass her , he have 
some on his hands . You understand? And he ' d  hit - you know , j us t  touch her and 
put it [ on her ] . We l l ,  she go anywhere he want her to go . Tame her r i ght down 

CLOVES - POWDER - TIE IN NEW CLOTH - WEAR FOR JOB 

to him .  [ New Or leans , La . , 
( 8 5 8) , 1316 : 5 . ] 
11109 . De cloves , take i t  
an ' b eat i t  up f ine , an ' t ie 

D£V clo th an ' wear i t  in yore pocket . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1102) 1 177 6 : 1 . ] 

it  up in a little p iece o f  
Dey say dat will make ' em give yo ' a j ob .  

11110 .  They couldn ' t  harm you with your handwriting . I f  you left  finger
prints upon the table on whi ch you had been writing , they could not harm you with 

mcoNUT IN NEW ORLEANS AND UPRIVER TO MEMPHIS 
A HANDY CONTAINER BY WHICH YOU ARE SET ADRIFT 
A5YTHING HAVING TOUCHED YOU IS FLOATED DOWNRIVER 

the wri t ing , but they could 
with the f ingerprints . Well , 
like i f  you had a lit tle bit 
of dirt or dust or something 
on your f inger , well that is 

.ore harm than the wri t ing . They will take that dus t  o f f  there and put that in 
a [ a.all ] b o t t le ,  and they put that in a coconut and throw that in the river 
�re it floats . And i t  won ' t be long b efore you b e  r ight in that river with 
tba� co conut . [New Orleans , La. , (809) , 1136 : 3 . ] 

11111 . But they ' s got to  have more t o  go with that skin to do you harm , 
'-sides j us t  the skin off you feet . They can take the skin o f f  the bottom o f  
,aar feet an d  i f  they can get some o f  your hair , take that skin an d  some of  your 
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hair , and take a coconut , or either a bo ttle , and f ill i t  up with vinegar , and 
throw it in the wa ter where 

BOTTOM OF FOOT SKIN - HAIR - IN COCONUT OR BOTTLE 
WITH VINEGAR - INTO RIVER - YOU GO - NEVER RETURN 

it will run and you s tart 
go ing and you ' ll never go 
back home again . In a bo t

tle or coconut , but you go tta s top it 
La . ,  ( 855) , 134 1 : 4 . ]  

up so  it don ' t  come out . [New Orleans , 

11112 . They take a bath and leave 
tha t water and get war water from the 

the bath wa ter . They [ an enemy ] kin take 
pharmacy and mix it into that wa ter . Take 

PERSON ' S  BATH WATER WITH WAR WATER IN COCONUT OR 
BOTTLE - AIRT IGHT - THROW INTO RIVER - VICTIM DRIFTS 

it and s top it up in a 
bo ttle or a coconut -
anything that is air-

the Mis s is s ippi River , in a 
you ' ll drif t away from town 

( I  s ee . )  

tight - throwing it in 
f lowing s tream , and j us t  as it f low away , j us t  as 
to town . 

With that dirty [ bath]  water . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 1445 : 10 . ] 
11113 . A coconut , j ug [ punch ] one of  them eyes out and pour tha t j uice out 

the coconut and let the coconut dry . Then you go behind him in s o f t  dirt and 

PUNCH EYE FROM COCONUT - DRAIN - DRY - PUT IN 
VICTIM ' S  LEFT TRACK - CORK UP - THROW INTO RIVER 

get his track and put it in 
tha t coconut , mix it , get 
cork s topper and put in 

[ rive r ]  and j ust  as long 
see No . llll4 ] . 

s topper and throw it in 
as that coconut f loat , he ' ll walk [ for  wa lking also 

(Jus t one of them ? )  
Jus t  one of  them - lef t track . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 15 7 3 : 4 . ] 
11114 . [Woman ' s ]  s tocking , or the man ' s  sock , you kin put ' em on a drift 

[ no t  adrift ] whereby taking the s tocking and rins ing it , and getting the wa ter 

WATER FROM RINSED STOCKING - IN COCONUT - INTO RIVER 
from the s tocking , and 
put it in a coconut with 
some turpentine , s topping 

the coconut tight and throwing it in the Mis s is s ippi River or any flowing 
s tream - that ' ll give her a wa lking ambition . [ For  walking in connec tion with 
flowing river see No . llll3 . ] 

(What ' s  a cuckiner ? )  
Oh , one o f  tho s e  coconut wha t grows in Africa . 
( Oh ,  a coconut ! Oh ! I s ee . )  
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 1446 : 4 . ] 
11115 . Yo ' fix a coconut j is '  lak yo ' would a s  ah wuz tellin ' yo ' ' bout tuh 

make ' em come home , but chew put - dat depend on how yo ' want it fixed ; if it ' s  

TO FIX COCONUT FOR BAD WORK USE HOT INGREDIENTS 
fo ' good or fo ' bad . If  yo ' 
want it fo ' bad , well yo ' use 
dem hot ingredients [ red pepper , 

� �ter , etc . ] an ' yo ' put ' em in dat coconut an ' s top it up , an ' throw it in 
de rivah . Well , dat coconut keep a-rollin ' an ' make yo ' keep a-rollin ' .  See , 
de vatah goes down [ de  river ] .  [Algiers ,  La . ,  ( 1584) , 295 5 : 5 . ] 

WHIP COCONUT - PRETEND OR NAME IT PERSON - HE ' LL 
BE WHIPPED BY SOMEONE - GIVE COCONUT TO SOMEONE 

IXJN 'T CHEW BUST IT! DON ' T  CHEW EAT IT! 

11116 . Take dat coconut if 
it ' s  a bad person aroun ' yo ' 
somewhere an ' yo ' j es '  don ' t  
wan ta run him away or yo ' j es ' 
don ' t  wanta hurt  him , but chew 

j es '  take dat coconut yo ' know an ' j es ' whip it , j es ' keep awhippin ' it , an ' he ' ll 
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git a whippin ' from someone but  it won ' t  be from yo ' . An' den af tah yo ' whip it 
good , den yo ' git it tub somebody . Don ' t chew bust i t ;  don ' t chew eat it . Give 
it tub someone els e .  

(Do you d o  anything with that coconut before you whip it ? )  
Yo ' don ' t d o  anything but j es '  git it out d e  sto ' an ' start tub wbippin '  on 

it , yo ' know , in a private place . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 155 6 ) , 2831 : 3 . ] 
11117 . Some people dat suppo se tub be  poisoned , yo ' know , dey ' d drink dat 

coconut watah - no t de coconut itself but de watah [ o r  liquid in unopened coco

COCONUT WATER OR COCONUT MILK KILLS HOODOO POISON 
nut ] ; an ' dey suppose tub 
drink it fo ' a certain � 
her of  day s  an ' nuthin else ,  

no food o r  anything else , an ' dat j es '  kills d e  poison . [Poison here i s  hoodoo, 
no t chemical poison . ] [ New Orleans , La . , ( 15 6 3 ) , 285 9 : 8 . ] 

11118 . Yo ' take de o il o f  a coconut an ' put dat up intuh a little j ar an '  
bury dat  at de  no ' th s ide o f  de  house . Dat ' s  supposed tub keep yore  husband at 

COCONUT OIL BURIED IN JAR ON NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE 
KEEPS HUSBAND OR WIFE HOME 

home or yore wife at home . 
[ Originally I considered this 
oi l of a coconut as the usual 
pharmaceut ical coconut oil ,  

but i t  could b e  the coconut water o r  coconut milk , which conf ined in a coconut 
would have confining qualities in hoodoo . This could also be  said about coconut 
o il . ] [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 15 21) , 2 7 01 : 18 . ] 

11119 . You kin take an ' draw a coffin ,  you understand , see , an ' make you a 
wish on it , an ' cro s s  it up so many t imes - put about 3 cro s s e s  on it , an ' make 

DRAW A COFFIN - 3 CROS SES  ON IT - WISH - BURY AT 
VICTIM ' S DOOR - OR FOLD DRAWING - ADD WORD DEVIL 
OR HIS PICTURE - THROW AT VICTIM ' S DOOR - HE DIES 

you a wish . An ' b are [bury ] 
it  under their doors teps or 
either you kin put it in 
front of their door . S ee , 
you kin j is ' throw i t  in 

there . Wrap it up , fold it up , write it [ name of person on ] . An ' throw it in 
the front of their door . An ' put the [word ] devil on top of i t , write the 
devi l on top o f  it , see right up on top . Either [ instead o f  wri t ing devi l ]  you 
kin draw one you know , you unders tand , s e e  l ike tha t . They ' ll die . [ Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 6 0 ) , 154 6 : 2 . ] 

11120 . [ Make the cof f in ]  f irs t ,  and they they get a p iece of  wood and o f  
course they cut out what  you call a little s tatue . And that ' s  i n  imitation o f  

MINIATURE COFFIN MADE - IN I T  LAY FIGURINE TO 
REPRESENT VICTIM - ADD GRAVEYARD DIRT - BURY AT 
HIS  HOUSE - AFTER HE CRO S SE S  IT HE GOES CRAZY 

the person they made the cof
fin for . When they make this 
little coffin - of course ,  I '• 
suppo sed to be  your friend and 
you did me something [wronged 

speaker ] and I want to get even with you . I could git it in your home better 
than anybody else . [ Af ter you ] make this coffin ,  make a little s tatue . Tbat 
statue suppo sed to be you . And when I get it made I bring it  and put i t  any
where around in that hous e .  But I put some graveyard dirt in that coffin vi� 
that little statue , you understand , and I get it  - if I ever get in your boase. 
[ I ]  put in some secret place . Or if no t ,  I put it  under the s tep s and yoa walk 
on it . It ' s  j u s t  the same . It ' ll cause you to go cra zy . [ New Orleans , La • •  
( 8 5 5 ) , 1348 : 8 . ] 

11121 . Jis ' like you have a funeral for a person , take picture, gr� 
dirt and salt , saltpeter [ 3  ingredients ] ,  mash 3 eggs together , put iD£o a little 
shroud [ b lack p iece of cloth] , make a casket [ coffin ] , go to cemetery . bury. says 
Lord ' s  Prayer b ackwards . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 68 ) , 15 66 : 3 . ] 
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DRAW COFFIN - VICTIM IN - WRITE NAME - CALL NAME 
AS YOU BURN THIS PAPER UNDER INCENSE SMOKE 

11122 . Draw a coffin ,  draw 
the person image in the cof
fin they want to  die , then 
call [ victim] , then write 

their name , burn under incense smoke . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 96 5 ) , 155 8 : 4 . ] 

IF SOMEONE YOU HAVE MISTREATED DIES 
PUT COIN IN COFFIN TO LAY THE GHOST 

1112 3 . If  someone dies , a person whom you 
have mis treated , put a piece of money in 
the coffin and he or she canno t come back 
to hant you . Mus t  stay and guard the money . 

[ Eli zabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 403 : 7 . ] 
11124 .  Dey take de rule , de pocket rule . 
(What do they do then? ) 
And say dey take dis to de crossroads and dey fix it . Dey fix it so and when 

you come along dey ' ll make you fall . Yes , sir . [ I ] hear ' em tell dat , at de 
cro s sroads where you go down , and de roads comes acros s  like dat [ demons trates ] 

COFFIN - LIVE RED-HEADED SCORP ION PUT IN - BURIED 
IN CENTER OF CROSSROADS - THIS  CENTER BEING 5TH 
POINT IN MIDDLE OF 4 INS IDE CORNERS OF CROSS ING 

THI S  MAKES THE RITE A QUINCUNX 

and dey fixes it . 
( I  see . What would they fix 
there?  I mean what would 
they put ther e ? )  

AFTER YOU CROSS SCORP ION YOUR HEAD BEGINS T O  SWIM 

Dey say dey ' ll get - dey ' ll 
get a scorp ion , a red-headed 
scorpion . 

PRESUMABLY YOU SUFFER THIS AILMENT REST OF LIFE 

a coffin and dey ' ll put him down in de middle of 
in middle of de fo ' k .  

( In the middle of the fo rk? ) 

(A red-headed scorpion? ) 
Yes , sir . Fix him and dey 
put him - make somp in like 

dat fo ' k , yes , sir . Yes , sir , 

[ The center of two roads  cro s s ing is the center of  a s quare or a quincunx 
rite . ] 

Yes , s ir ,  in de middl e  o f  de fo ' k  and you git dere and you won ' t know it , but 
you commence having swimming ' bout de  head . Head commence swimming , feeling bad ; 
yes sir , and make you fall . I hear say dey tell dat . 

(They put this scorpion in sort of  a little coff in-like? ) 
I t  is a co ffin . What I mean , somp in dey makes like a coffin . Dat what dey 

tole me . And dey ' ll put him in dere alive and when dey fixes him ,  it make you 
tremble , you know . And he ' ll die . Dey ' ll fix him dataway . 

( I  see . )  [Petersburg , Va . ,  (444 ) , 417 : 4 . ]  
11125 . ( If your business  is dull ? )  
I f  bus ines s  i s  dull , yo ' see , an ' h e  wants success in bus ines s . He want s his 

business tuh imp rove yo ' see . He wants tuh make mo ' money . Yo ' take a 25 cents 
piece [a  quarter ] ,  if it ' s  a ole piece , s ee . [ You want money that has passed 
through many hands ! ]  I t  don ' have tuh be  a real United S tates real good coin , 
yo ' see . Yo ' kin take an ole piece . Yo ' kin take a 5 0  cents [ p iece ] French , 
Ger.an or Belgian [ any ] kinda money , ' long as it ' s  s ilver coin . [ Remember , we 
are iD Rev Orleans , a great s eaport . ]  Take one dos e  b ig pennies - copper , see . 
[ So.e  of these big pennies are commemoration or festival medals ; I was given 
one . ] Yo ' nail dose pieces on de counter right whar de cus tomers comin ' in at . 
Befo ' yo ' put dose pieces dere , yo ' take a piece of lodestone , a he an ' a piece 
of she . Yo ' put dose two piece tuhgether undah de first one . Yo ' put two pieces 
undah de second one , an' two pieces undah de third one . See . Well , it ' s  two 
developed in dat coin . Dat ' s  tuh draw trade in dat busines s .  She wash or scrub 
her place out vit lye, see,  twice a week . She ' ll take Monday an ' Fridays , an ' 
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scrub every corner out . S crubs 
cross if p eople have crossed de 

everywhah she kin git  dat lye . Dat prevents d e  
place - if de place is crossed. Dat lye eats it  

COINS 3 :  QUARTER - HALF DOLLAR - PENNY OLDTIME 
FIRST TWO OF S ILVER WELL WORN - PENNY COPPER LARGE 
3 PIECES OF HE LODESTONE - 3 OF SHE LODESTONE 
DRILL A HOLE IN THE CENTER OF EACH CO IN - SET THEM 
IN A ROW ON YOUR BUS INESS COUNTER - UNDER EACH 
LAY A HE AND SHE P IECE OF LODESTONE - NAIL COINS 
TO COUNTER - TO COMPLETE PREPARATIONS FOR BUS INESS 
SCRUB WITH LYE TWICE A WEEK : MONDAY AND FRIDAY 
UNCROSSES PLACE IF CROSSED AND PREVENTS CROSSING 
LODESTONE AND CO INS DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN SUCCESS  
COINS DO  MORE : IT 'S NO GERM GOIN '  THROUGH DAT COIN 
AFTER LYE - SCRUB WITH VAN-VAN A DRAWING POWDER 
AND WITH THIS EVEN S CRUB THE BANQUETTE [SIDEWALK] 

up . 
( That is to keep anybody 
from crossing up your bus i
ness . )  
Dat lye eats up de stuff . 
De lye eats up dat evil vhut 
crossin ' yore business . 
When yo ' puts dat dere de 
f ellah whut comes in vbut 
tryin ' [ to ]  keep yo ' in bad, 
in bad bus iness ,  dat lye 
prevents dat . 
Dat blues tone [ lodestone ] 
an ' dat coin is always tuh 
develop an ' br inging in mo '  
success . 
(You don ' t use the co ins on 

top of the counter , do you , where p eople can s e e  them? ) 
Yeah , put it right on top [ nailed ] ,  let it  s tay dere an ' draw at tent ion to 

dat . Jis ' put ' em r ight where everybody see it . Jis ' nail ' em down . Jis ' nail 
' em .  Yo ' see yo ' nail ' em wit dat lodestone undah it , r ight on top de counter , 
whar de p eople put dere han ' on i t . All right , it ' s  no germ go in '  through dat 
coin ,  but dey kin throw i t  aroun ' on de flo ' . 

Now , dat br ings yore bus ine s s  up . 
Fo ' luck ag ' in , if yo ' wanta s crub out , yo ' take some van-van powder . Yo ' 

kin put dat wit dat , s crub wit it af tah yore lye . S ee . Rinse off  wit dis van
van powder , an ' outs ide on de banquette , s crub wit it . I t ' s  go t an odor to i t ,  
see . Dat draws de p eople in . An ' s crub outs ide . I t ' s  got a s trong odor . It  
smells sweet an ' it draws de people in . Van-van ' s  a drawin ' powder . Jis ' ask 
f o ' van-van. Any drug s to '  don ' handle [ it ]  but it ' s  from de grocery s to ' . 
[Algiers , La . , (1591) , 299 1 : 6 . ] 

11126 . (Well , what do they go down there [ forks of  the road ] for ? What 
have you heard ? )  

Go to de fo ' ks of d e  road . An ' get [ take along ] corn or s omep in like dat . 
Dey got [ a ]  corn [war t ] growin ' dere [ on the hands ] .  Pick one of dem dere an ' 

CORN [MAIZE ] ONE GRAIN OF - GO TO CROSSROADS 
RAISE HAND WITH WART - WITH OTHER HAND RUB CORN 
UP - NEVER DOWN OVER THE WART - TAKES IT OFF 

rub corn on it  an ' rub it 
up [ into air , no t down] . An '  
go to de fo ' ks of de road an' 
make a wish [ to b e  rid of tbe 
warts ] throw it [ corn] ovah de 

lef t shouldah an ' go on . 
( Did it work? ) 

Nevah look back . Ah ' ve tried dat , mahself . 

No . [ Petersburg , Va . , (445) , 419 : 8 . ] 
111 2 7 . Make ' em come back , dey says yo ' 

yore personally friend . Yo ' know, j es '  lak 
take meal , corn meal , an ' give i£ � 
ah have a friend , an ' ah vuald � 

CORN MEAL - WOMAN GIVES TO FRIEND TO PAS S ON TO 
liver it to thea an' tJ.ey 
would give it to thea. aa' 

ASSENT HUSBAND - HIS TAKING MEAL BRINGS HIM HOME in five days , they' ll  either 
come back or either 10 fur

ther , go further away or either come back to ' em home . [ This caafasiDD I uov 
try to s traighten out . ] 
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( In o ther words , if  you wanted to bring back your husband , you would take 
this meal and give it  to some friend of yours , and that friend o f  yours would 
have to give it to your husband ; and if he accepted that gift of the corn meal , 
he would come back to you ? )  

Come back to me . 
(You only make one gift  of corn meal ? )  
Yessuh .  [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 1486) , 266 0 : 4 . ]  
11128 . Yo ' takes a cow horn , burn it , an ' then , when it  parches up it ' ll 

burn j es t  like gutta percha , somepin o thah . Yo ' know , parch it  up , an ' yo ' kin 

COW HORN PARCH - BUY PREPARED ALUM - MIX WITH 
HEARTS COLOGNE - RUB ON HAND - GET THIS SCENT 
ON GLOVE OF BOS S - HAVE A PIECE OF UNION 'ERE 
HAS TOP LIKE CARROT - TAKE A PIECE OF ABC ROOT 
GROWS LIKE A FERN - HAS ALL LETTERS OF ALPHABET 
DO YOU SEE LETTERS WHEN CUTTING ROOTS AND STEMS 
CHEW ALPHABET [ =  ABC] ROOT WHEN TALKING TO BOSS 
SO THAT WIND WILL CARRY YOUR BREATH FROM ABC ROOT 
AND COW HORN AND ALUM SCENT ON HAND INTO HIS FACE 
HE ' LL GIVE YOU A JOB - WHAT PAY YOU WANT TO GET 

git chew some prepared alum ,  
already powdered alum.  Dat ' s  
s imple but it ' s  a fact . Ah 
ain ' t nevah los t  a j ob yet . 
An '  mix dat cow horn tuhget
her wit dat an ' Hearts Co lo
gne an ' rub it in yore hand . 
If yo ' kin git tuh git his 
[ bo s s ] glove or anything , 
j es t  let de scent of dat git 
on it  - de scent from your 
hand git on his glove . An ' 

have yo ' a piece o f  union ' erb . I t  grows in de woods .  I t ' s  a little roo t  about 
dat long an ' it ' s  go t a top on it j es t  like a - yo ' seen a carro t top . It grows 
sorta like a carro t  top . An ' have yo ' a p iece of ABC roo t [ a  roo t that has the 
letters of the alphabet ! ] ,  dat grows like a fern , an ' j es t  cut it . Cut until yo ' 
cut de fir s t  let ter of yore name , an ' yo ' take dat an ' put it  in yore lef t hip 
pocket . Yo ' take dat union herb an ' put it  in yore mouth an ' chew it  whils t yo ' 
talkin ' to him [boss ] or makin ' yo ' self acquainted wit him,  while de wind o f  yore 
breath is goin ' in his face , an ' de scent of dat cow horn an ' alum is on his hand . 
He ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  Jest whatsomevah yo ' require him tuh pay a day , he ' ll pay 
i t . 

(Do you use all thes e  thing s together ? )  
Put d e  ABC roo t  in yore le f t  pocket , yo ' have dis  heah burnt cow horn an ' alum 

on de  hands . 
18 5 7 : 5 . ]  

Rub i t  on yore hands an ' have [ it there ] . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  ( 114 1) , 

11129 . Dey scrape it  off  a black cow horn , dey say , if anybody is bo thahin ' 
yo ' ,  to mix some John de Conker wit i t  an ' some kinda dus t . Mix dat togethah . 

SCRAPE BLACK COW HORN - MIX WITH JOHN DE CONKAH 
AND THIRD SUBSTANCE - SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP AND 
4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - NO ONE CAN HURT OR TRICK YOU 

Ah fo ' go t  whut kinda dus t  
dey call it . Ah cain ' t rem
embah de name of dat dus t , 
but anyhow yo ' put dose 
three things togethah an ' 

dey say put i t  ' roun '  yore do ' s tep an ' in de cornah o f  yore house . Say nobody 
can ' t hurt chew . [ Four corners of house and door the fifth po int , rite which 
occurs frequently , is a type of quincunx . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1355) , 2375 : 3 . ] 

11130 . (What do you use this cow manure for ? )  
Well , I use that for t o  heal any kind o f  an itch , o r  any kind o f  running sore , 

iD epidemic form,  yeah . Cow manure is good . There you are . And cow manure , you 

COY DOHG FOR : ITCH - RUNNING SORE - WHOOP ING COUGH 
dry up cow manure and give 
it to your kinds [ client s ? ] 
in a tea . I t  cure any 

vboopiac cough in de world . There you are . [ Richmond , Va . , (no number for in
fo�t but a professional worker marked " good" ) , 3 7 8 : 5 . ] 
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11131 . Yo ' take dat in yore 
home an ' burn it . 

BURN COW MANURE IN HOUSE AGAINST LAW AND ENEMY ( This cow manure ? )  
Yes suh . An ' lotta people burn 
it because even tuh keep de 

law from gittin ' ' em ,  or tuh keep dey enemies from up settin '  ' em .  Burn dat in 
dey home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1452) , 26 3 7 : 13 . ] 

11132 . Cow manure,  red pep
COW MANURE - RED PEPPER - SALT - BURNED AT NIGHT per and salt put in bucket 

and burn at night . Any ene
mies around you , they can ' t s tay around you . [ S t .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1044) , 

1695 : 2 . ] 
BULL DUNG - WICKED GRAVE DIRT - AT HOUSE - CONFUS ION 11133 . Reach arm as far 

son ' s grave , mix with bull dung , 
Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 8 79 : 1 . ] 

as pos s ible in wicked per
sprinkle at hous e , causes confus ion . [Mobile, 

11134 . Take it [manure ]  from 
saltpeter together , and carry it 

a bull and yo ' mix 
tuh someone ' s  home 

MIX : BULL DUNG - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT - SALTPETER 
DRY AND CRUMBLE - TAKE TO HOME OF SOMEONE DISLIKED 
SPRINKLE AT DOOR AND CALL NAME OF PERSON TO MOVE 

cayenne pepper and salt and 
dat you dislike . Yo ' mix it 

all together and you put it 
out and let it dry . Af ter 
it dries you crumble it up 
and powder it . Jest like 
someone would live here . 

You wouldn ' t  want all tuh come out ; j es t  want one per son tuh leave dis place . 
Well , you would take it den and go and sprinkle in de yard and around de do ' and 
call dis person ' s name . Dey can ' t s tay dere . Dey ' ll have to move out , go some
where .  Dey can ' t s tay dere .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 71) , 885 : 9 . ]  

COW MANURE SPRINKLED INTO HOUSE FOR BAD LUCK 
11135 . That ' s  to keep you from 
[ leaving the house ] .  
(How do they do that ? )  

let i t  get dry . [ I  shut off  machine too 
( Crumble it up ? )  

Dey put it [ cow manure ] out and 
soon . ] 

Yes , sir , crumble it up , dry out and sprinkle it into your house . That will 
harm you , that will put chew in bad luck . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 06 ) , 5 5 6 : 12 . ] 

11136 . No t a milk cow , but git de whut-dey-call-it cow . 
(The bull ? ) 
Yes . I f  yo ' kin git dat , den yo ' ll 

Dat [ thes e  two ] be  made up in a powdah 
take dat an ' a white dog ' s  numbah two .  
an ' yo ' ll sprinkle dat anywhere yo ' 

BULL ' S AND WHITE DOG ' S  MANURE - POWDER - SPRINKLE 
PERSON PASS ING OVER CANNOT GET JOB - ADD PEPPER 
SALT AND DEM HOT THINGS - DAT 'LL KEEP 'EM AGO IN ' 

passes an ' de people pas s , 
an ' de ' cain ' t git a j ob 
no way . Dey cain ' t git a 
j ob noway . But chew put 
peppah an ' yo ' put dat salt 

an '  anything lak dat an ' yo ' put dem hot things in dere . Dat ' ll keep ' ea  a-goin' 
[NUmber �o = dung . ]  [Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3025 : 6 . ]  

11137 . Yo ' see now when yo ' use that , that ' s  somepin like a [ somethiag • 
guard or hand] you mix that thing [ cow manure ] with b lack mulasses . I'9e sot 

COW MANURE AND BLACK MOLAS SES PILLS WARDS OFF EVIL 
RECOMMENDED BY DOCTOR TO AUTHOR FOR HIS PATIENTS 

somepin [ like] that rith 
black molasses all aav 
[ right nov] . You .tz that 

with black .ol •res .  see, 
and it  gets real hard . I t ' s  nothing but hard [ like ] corn meal .  ADd you .ake 
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little balls o f  it , cut it up and make little balls . Anybody [ pat ient ] come to 
you [ I  am cons idered a doctor ] give ' em one of those balls [ p ills ] .  That keep s 
away harm . No harm, anything , no thing kin come in [ your house ] .  

(Well , suppo se you gave me one o f  tho s e , what would I do with that then? ) 
You keep i t  o ff  o f  here [ your p lace ] you [ it ]  keep off  [ yourself ] .  [ For  

animal manure agains t witches see FACI , 2ed . , No . l6487 , et c . ] [ Charleston,  S .  

COW MANURE IN HER TEA CURES WIFE ' S  BEWITCHMENT 
Car . , (51 2 ,  a doctor) , 5 84 : 4 . ] 
11138 . They put cow manure in 
your tea and it  will make you 

love ' em .  Like you have your wife and she can ' t [ stay home and is running 
around ] you kin use cow manure and it will make her stay with you , love you 
more . [ The theory here is that someone has bewitched her , manure is a cure . ] 

( I  s ee . )  [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 733) , 100 2 : 17 . ] 
11139 . She take de  shell o ff  de  crab an ' hullin '  

she will take a ole [ shoe ] s tring dat individual [ the 

CRAB COOKED - MEAT REPLACED BY MAN ' S  OLD SHOESTRING 
IN FORM OF CROSS - HELD IN PLACE BY CROSSED NEEDLES 
THIS DONE BY WOMAN SO THAT NO OTHER WOMAN WANTS HIM 

[hulls ]  dat crab out . Den 
vic t im ]  generally weahs an ' 

windin ' [winds ] dat shoe
string up dat way [demon
s trates ] .  Af tah windin ' 
dat shoestring up dat way , 
shove one end [point ] of  

needle through it [ fo lded shoestring ] dat way [ demons trat es ] an ' de  othah one 
[needle ] dis way [ demons trates ] yo ' see , makin ' a cross  - one shoestring makin ' 
a cross .  De shoestring , wind it up lak de  crab i s  dataway . [You wind this shoe
s tring back and forth because a crab goes backwards and forwards . ] [ Take de shoe-
s tring an ' wind it dat way . � ( It i s  sort o f  an "X"? ) � 

[ The shoestring is laid into the crab shell in one continuous movement , a 
weaving , to form an "X" . See illus tration above . ]  

Yes , one dat way an ' de o thah one dis  way [ demons trates ] shovin ' one dat way 
an ' de o thah one dis  way . An '  de fellah [ owner o f  the shoestring ] he would nevah 
git no woman , yo ' understand , tuh treat him as he wish tuh be treated . See , dis 
s tring be weak [ at the beginning we were told this shoestring was old ] an ' de 
othah one [what? see later ] be weak , yo ' see , ' cuz it be backin ' up always , yo ' 
see [ l ike the crab moving backward ] .  

[ I  now repeat rite to make sure I have it : ] 
(You put one needle l ike that [ I  demons trate ] and one this o ther 

s trate ] ,  one horizontal and one coming down , vert ical , down through 
shoestring that you have in the crab . What do you do with the crab 
you fix [magically prepare ] it up ? )  

Take d e  shell and bury it . 

way [ I  demon
it - this 
shell after 

[ The preceding r ite , my only examp le o f  it , comes f rom a hoodoo doctor . In 
it a woman make s certain that the man does no t f ind ano ther woman . To accomplish 
this trick , she cooks a crab , hul ls it - takes out the meat - and refills the 
cavity by winding into it an old shoestring of the man ' s so that it looks l ike 
an "X" or a cros s .  Thi s  latter is held in place by two needles , one horizontally 
through an arm o f  the cro s s , the o ther pushed down vertically through the center 
of the cros s . Here we have two crosses ; one o f  s tocking , o ther o f  needles - a 
doublecross ! See the d iagram .  The twist ing and f laccid l ine s of  the shoestring 
cro s s  represent the man ' s own s tring , no t shoestring . This is an important rite!]  
[New Orleans , La . , (1560) ,  2855 : 10 . ] 

11140 . Dere s everal ways dat chew kin move a person . Yo ' kin move a per son 
outa de house by j es '  gain ' to dere house an ' usin '  a cro s s  right in front o f  
dere gate like dat . Yo ' kin put a cro s s  r ight in f ront o f  dere gate l ike dat 
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an ' dey ' ll move out . Or yo ' kin go to dere house at night when yo ' are no t seen 
an ' yo ' kin stand to dere gate like dis an ' put dose two thumbs on dere an ' j es '  

say , "Yo ' shall no t have dis house . "  
CROSS MADE ON GROUND IN FRONT OF GATE 
OR AT THUMBMARK ON EACH GATE POST 
SAYING YO ' SHALL NOT HA VE THIS HOUSE 

Yo ' use dos e  words . 
(Put a thumb on each gatepost?)  
Jes ' de thumb but  use de  two thu.bs . 
Jes ' put de two thumbs on de gate like 

dat an ' say , "Yo ' shall no t have dis  house , "  or "Yo ' shall move out of dis 
house . "  An' it will soon be de way yo ' wanta an ' dey ' ll come out . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 116 6) , 19 60 : 1 . ] 

11141 . When the landlord gives you a notice , you take that no tice and you 
fold it  in the shape of  a bouquet - like a cone . You get up over the front door 

CROSS - MAKE OVER FRONT DOOR - IF YOU RECEIVE 
NOTICE TO VACATE HOUSE - FOLD NOTICE INTO CONE 
TACK OVER DOOR WITH 9 TACKS - YOU WILL NOT MOVE 

and make a cro s s  up there . 
You take that notice and if 
there is any way to hide it , 
like up here [ po ints ] ,  up over 
here , that nobody can see it . 

Make that cross up there and take that no tice and cros s  and nail it up there . 
Put nine tacks in it  so  that nobody won ' t detect i t  up there , and he [ you] will 
never come in . That ' s  to aross the landlord . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (855) , 1346 : 8 . ] 

1114 2 . They use a kind o f  a weed - j is '  like a ole weed , yo ' know , j is '  
growin ' around . Well , they ' ll take thi s weed an ' they cut this weed down . Well , 

ABOUT DARK PUT WEED CROSS AT VICTIM ' S BACK DOOR 
ABOUT MIDNIGHT COME BACK - TURN CROSS UPS IDE DOWN 

they take that s tick an ' 
make a little cro s s  like 
that . An ' then about time 

ABOUT DAYBREAK REMOVE CROSS - FAMILY INSIDE ARGUES that it git about j us t  dark, 
they ' ll take that [ cross ] 

an ' plant i t  to your back door ; set it  right up at chore back door . An '  then 
at night round about twelve o ' clock, they ' d  come back an ' git i t  an ' pick that 
s t ick [ cro s s ] up an ' turn it over [ turn it up s ide down ] , an ' leave it there to 
daybreak . An' then they ' ll come back an ' take it . An '  then tomorrow you ' ll be 
arguin ' all day long wit chore wife . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 7 : 5+85 . ] 

1114 3 . They j es '  git down there and make a cro s s  mark on de road , and if  you 
come along and step over that mark , they got you . They done seen you goin ' come 

there and they ' ll put it  
TO STEP OVER CONCEALED CROSS  MARK ON ROAD UNLUCKY r ight where you can ' t help 

from stepping on it . And 
you ' ll have trouble . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 235) , 235 : 6+85 . ] 

11144 . All yo ' go tta do , go to yo ' do ' and make a cro s s  on i t . 
(Cro s s  on it  like an "X" . )  
Yeah , an ' put some j oint grass in both s ides . 
(What ? )  
Joint gras s . 
(Joint grass . )  
Yeah . Put one so , and one so . Cover ' em up . Nevah go dere . 
(Under your door ? )  
Yeah . 
(Where do you make this crossmark? On the door or doorsill ?)  
No , on  de ground , i n  de  dir t . You put i t  in de dirt , dat way , dea JU8 pat 

one dat way and covah i t  up like nuth [ is there ] . 
(Where do you put this gras s ? ) 
Right front of  yo ' do ' .  Den throw some night watah [urine] oa � aDd it ' s  

okay , or some green mos s ,  and [ or ]  cow manure . 
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CROS SMARK ON GROUND AT DOOR - JOINT GRASS ON 
BOTH S IDES - COVER UP - THROW URINE ON - OR GREEN 

MOS S  - OR COW MANURE - TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

CROSSROADS : GO TO AT MIDNIGHT WITH A BLACK HEN 
THAT CROWS - THAT HEN WILL CROW THERE AT MIDNIGHT 
GO 9 NIGHTS IN SUCCESS ION - HEN WILL CROW NIGHTLY 
EACH NIGHT READ SIXTH AND SEVENTH BOOKS OF MOSES 
THIRD NIGHT DEVIL APPEARS - YOU CONTINUE 9 NIGHTS 

(The law won ' t be able to 
come in then? ) 
No , they won ' t find you . 
You ' d  walk right by ' em and 
he wouldn ' t  bo thah you . 
(You don ' t cover up this 
grass ? )  
Yeah , cover ' em up . 
(You bury the grass , I see . )  
Nobody see you . [ S avannah , 
Ga . , ( 543) , 6 7 8 : 1 . ] 
11145 . Well , I ' ve heard of  
that but it ' s  at night in
s tead o f  daytime , at twelve 
o ' clock in the night . Take 
a b lack hen , find one that 
crows , you go to the fork of  

that road and at midnight that hen will crow . Go there for nine nights though 
and go to that fork of the road every night at twelve o ' clock and that hen crows, 
that will b ring what you call you - you call , kin call , the devil . That ' s  what 
I understand . But you go tta read the Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses and j us t  
what you des ire at  the fork o f  the road after you read that Sixth and Seventh 
Book of Moses , you get your desire . That is how they sell themselves to the 
devil . And he will meet  you at the fork o f  that road and j us t  what you want to 
learn and what you want to do , that ' s  where you get them - out there . 

You have to read the book while you are out there , and have your mind on your 
desire s . 

(When does the devil appear , on the firs t night ? )  
No , on the third night , but you go tta go for nine nights to get what you 

desire . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 5 ) , 1 34 6 : 9 . ] 
11146 . Go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road , fo ' [ to make ] a man tuh go in a diff ' -

ren ' d ' rec tion . Take a lookin ' glass an ' dey beat dat up right fine , an ' if  

CROSSROADS O R  FORK OF  ROAD - THROW INTO - BETWEEN 
SUNSET AND DARK - PIECES OF BROKEN LOOKING GLAS S 
WITH INTENTION THAT MAN WILL STOP - RETURN HOME 

an ' he won ' go dat way no mo ' .  He ' ll turn roun ' 
s top him from goin ' dat way . He won ' go dat way 
back . 

he ' s  goin ' tuh de fo ' k  of  
de road , yo ' take dat an ' 
j e s '  throw it in de fo ' k  
o f  de road ' b out sunse t  -
' tween dak [ dark] an ' sunset , 

an ' go back . Yo ' do dat tuh 
no mo ' .  He tu ' n  [ turn ] his 

( I f  he ' s  running away after some o ther women or some thing ? )  
Ye s . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1499) , 266 7 : 9 . ] 
1114 7 . I ' ve heard tha ' choo kin remove the s ty from yo ' eye . Go to the 

crossroad and take that dirt at the crossroad and rub on your eye and say : Sty , 

CROSSROAD DIRT AND INCANTATION CURE A STY 
s ty, leave my eye . [Had this been 
any ordinary cure from folk medicine 
I would have omitted it , but here 

vas something special . It does no t appear in Fo lk lore from Adams County, Il lin
ois .  2Dd ed . 1  though there a s ty cure where 3 roads meet  (No . 5499)  and a cross
roads cure (No . 5500) . Does this rite go back to executions at the crossroad s ?  
A shrine? The anc ient spirit o f  the crossroad ? ] [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( ? ) , 4 : 4 . ] 

11148 . Go out to de crossroads  an ' cross  it  nine time s backwards an ' far
wards an' make a wish in [ fac ing ] de eas t ,  an ' [ say ] : Our Father, please move 
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mah enemies away .J an ' bring mah fren 's near tuh me an ' close by me .J an ' make 

CRO S SROADS - RUN ACROSS  - BACK AND FORTH 9 TIMES 
THEN FACE EAST - REPEAT INCANTATION - RETURN HOME 

peace . 
(How do you cross that 
cro s s roads? )  
Heah are d e  crossroads [dem

ons trates ] ,  dere ' s  de cross [ the central square created by the 4 roads ] .  Yo '  
run acro ss  lak dat , when yo ' git middleways of dis cro ss , den yo ' go t o  dat end 
of a cro s s  an ' yo ' come back acro ss  this way , back dere , an ' make yore wish in 
[ facing ] de eas t . 

[ This rite concerns a square , its  4 corners and center ; 5 terminal points ,  
the reas on why in HOODOO I call these five-po int rites , quincunx rites = cross
roads and centers of house , room , bed , etc . Here our two roads cros s ing each 
o ther form a square informant calls cross ins t ead of crossing . We should also 
remember , despite this rite having been collec ted in Memphis , our original 
cros sroad was one wagon road cro s s ing ano ther . Now to act out our present rite . 
If we are walking eas t , let us s top  at the center o f  the wes t  s ide of  the cross
ing . We now run acro ss  the cro s s ing through its center to the center of  the 
eas t side ; turn round and retrace our s teps to the wes t  side . Af ter making this 
roundtrip 4 times , we have run back and forth across  the cros sing 8 times . For 
our ninth cros s ing we run to the eas t s ide once more where we repeat our incan
tation and continue our j ourney or return home avoiding the cros sroad . ]  [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 15 23) , 2 7 16 : 1 . ] 

11149 . An '  den i f  de law take a habit o f  comin ' to yore house , yo ' know whut 
chew do . Takes black peppah an ' salt an ' mix it together , an ' when dey come to 

BLACK P EPPER AND SALT BEHIND POLICE - CURSE 
yore house , sompin lak dat , yo ' 
sprinkle de salt in back of  ' em .  
Try tuh throw some right o n  dey 

back . Try tuh throw some of it when dey go in ' out . Always have it prepared 
an ' throw some of  dat in dere back . An' den yo ' sprinkle it on de floor right 
vbere he walk . Jes ' lak ah walk in heah an ' yo ' sweep behin ' ' em an ' say , "Yo '  
damn son-of-a-bi tch , yo ' s tay ' way from heah . "  

(And they won ' t  come back? ) 
Dey ain ' t comin ' back . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1348) , 2331 : 9 . ] 
11150 . I have heard of  people meeting ghosts  and they didn ' t want to meet 

them and they would say curse words and they would leave . [ Ocean City , Md . ,  
informant 20 by Ediphone . ]  

1115 1 . Make people move out o f  a 
After yo ' gits  everything outa dere , 

room ,  if de landlady makin ' yo ' move . 
yo ' turns roun ' an ' walk back in dis house 

an ' walk to all fo ' cor-
REMOVE YOUR POSSESSIONS FROM RENTED ROOM - REENTER 
BOUSE - WALK INTO 4 CORNERS OF ROOM - CURSE EACH 
UALK OUT - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - ROOM CAN 1 T BE RERENTED 

ners an ' curse it , dey 
says , an ' walk out . Don '  
look back at  it . Dey says 
she ' ll nevah be  able tab 

keep anybody else in dere . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1250) , 2130 : 8 . ] 
1115 2 . Dead man ' s finger , keep rolled up in flannel , blow on and rub ,  � 

back in pocket , for luck when gambling . [Petersburg , 2nd trip 419 : 6 . ] 

DEAD PERSON ' S  BONES AND GAMBLING 
1115 3 . Carry a dead man ' s hand for laCk. 
[Washington 8 04 : 4 . ] 
11154 . Any finger , not the thu.b, � a  

dead man ' s lef t hand , called a taslem [ talisman ] or a gamb ling hand, � lie car
ried by a gambler for luck . [ Only example of word talisman . ] (Vicka'=r.l 1067 : 5. ]  

11155 . A p iece of skull bone or dus t ground from skull boDe is pa£ � a bag 
vith roots : John de Conkah.J St . Elizabeth root.J devil ' s shoest::rt.c, e£e. ; ..t 
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kep t wet with Hearts Co logne for gambling luck . [ Charles ton 609 : 10 . ] 
11156 . Lef t  shoe . 
(You take the left shoe . )  
Uh huh . And af ter taking that left , then ah take that [ inner ] sole out of  

the shoe . Hits  no thing they can do with j us t  a shoe . But they fix it [ insol e ]  
and g e t  - put i t  back [ in sho e ]  for you . If  they take 

DEVIL DUST - IN SHOE that shoe and get some devi l dus t and put up in the toe 
o f  his shoe and put it [ insol e ]  back there , when you put 

the shoe on your toes will take with an itch . 
(An itch? ) 
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 98) , 1113 : 12 . ] 
1115 7 .  Now , if yo ' don ' wanta take an ' do dat , chew kin git chew some devi l 

heart watah [ hoodoo s tore preparation? ] an ' bluein ' an ' shake dat up an ' bus t 
dat bottle . Git de devi l heart watah 

DEVIL HEART WATER - BLUEING - BOTTLED 
SHAKE AND BREAK AT DOOR TO MOVE 

an ' put it into dat bottle ; den yo ' 
git chew some bluein ' an ' put it  into 
dat bottle . An ' take dat bottle an ' 

shake it  up an ' wherevah de person livin ' at , yo ' bus t dat bottle in front dey 
do ' an ' dat make ' em move . [ Algiers , La . ,  ( 159 7 ) , 300 2 : 16 . ] 

11158 . Now , I have heard that you can take a piece of devil ' s-shoes tring ; 
that is , you take the roo t . Some calls i t  the lady s lipper , some calls it lady 's 

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING = LADY SLIPPER OR LADY 'S TAIL 
SOAK ROOT IN WHISKEY OR COLOGNE 

RUB THIS ON YOUR HANDS AND HANDS ON THE WOMAN 

tai l :  that ' s  because the flow
er [blossom] looks like a tai l 
[ the orifice o f  the vagina ] . 
And you can take that , the 
roo t ,  and put it in whiskey 

or cologne . You put this liquid in your hand and you rub it over the woman some 
place , and you can handle that woman whatever way you please . [ Hoodoo and roo t 
doctors normally used the word devil ' s-shoes tring as a s ingular . If I have iden
tif ied the plant correc tly , bo tanists have named i t  Tephrosia virginiana - com
monly called aatgut , a good description o f  its qualities - goats-rue and wi ld 
sweet pea .  This plant of eas tern North America , especially in the South , is a 
herb almo s t  pros trate with long wiry roots . The flowers are yellowish purple . ]  

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN BIBLE OVERNIGHT - BURY IN 
MAN ' S  PATH - TELL HIM TO GO - HE WILL BE PENNILESS 

[ Berlin , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
11159 . Ah saw in there [ in 
a book? ] .  It says if yo ' 
take a piece of  devil ' s 

shoes tring an ' put it in de Bible , an ' let i t  s tay ovahnight , an ' put it in a 
man ' s  path where he walk , he won ' t  have any mo ' money - yo ' know , j es '  as yo ' 

tell ' em to go , he ' ll go an ' 

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - 2 DIMES - BOIL - STOMACH PAIN 

[ s ilver ] dimes while boiling , strain and let patient 
(404 . Humpadee) , 358 : 3 . ] 

do . [ Reference los t ! ]  
11160 . For pain in the 
s tomach , boil devil ' s  shoe
string and drop in two 
drink . [ Richmond , Va . ,  

11161 . Tuh make a person love yuh , dey ' ll gits a devil ' s-shoes tring . If  yo ' 
wants tuh make love wit a girl , git  chew a devil ' s-shoes tring . Take a piece o f  

CHEW DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - TALKING T O  PERSON LOVED 
it  an ' yo ' put it  in yore 
mouth an ' chew it an ' be 
talkin ' tub her ; j es t  whut 

she agree upon . da t ' s  love . Dat brings in love , devil ' s-shoes tring . [See a lso 
f ollowing r ites in which roo t is chewed for a j ob . ] [ Brunswick , ( 1 2 24) , 2080 : 1 . ] 
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1116 2 .  An ' a little devil ' s-shoes tring , yo ' wear it  o r  carry it on yore 
person , an ' dey say yo ' ll have luck in gambling - mos t  any games dat chew go to . 

LOVE AND GAMBLING HELPED BY DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
And i t  brings love also . [Way
cros s , Ga . , (1104) , 17 7 7 : 14 . ] 
1116 3 .  Devil' s-sboes tring keep 

confus ion in a hous e unt il yo ' break up ; yo ' go tta move , yo ' can ' t stay dere . 

FRESH DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN HOUSE BRINGS CONFUS ION 
(How would you use that 
devil ' s-shoestring!) 
Well , yo ' have to  take dat 

whils t it ' s  green [ fresh ] and s t ick it roun ' anywhere in de house an' de older 
it git , de longer it s tay dere , de quicker dat ' s  going to happen . 

(This confus ion in the hous e ? )  
Yes s ir ,  i t  keep confus ion - somebody go tta go . [ Savannah , Ga . , (542) , 675 :4.] 
1116 4 . Heard tell of people us in '  somp in dey call de devil ' s-shoes tring . Yo ' 

take de devil ' s-shoestring an ' yo ' s lip it intuh dat house , if yo ' kin take it 
an ' chop it up a little bi t  an ' throw dat devil ' s-shoes tring round in dat house 

CHOP DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING INTO SMALL PIECES - THROW 
INTO OR ROUND THEIR HOUSE - GOIN ' BE HELL TUH PAY 

dere ' s  goin ' be hell tub pay . 
( I t ' s  going to cause confus
ion in the family . )  
Yeah , cause confus ion in de 

family . If  yo ' kin git in dere an ' s l ip dat devil ' s-shoestring round in dere 
an ' slip it round through de house an ' in de bed an ' all round lak dat . Dat ' s  
devil ' s-sho es tring i s  a powder [ can b e  bought as a powder ? ] .  [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
( 1116 ) , 1 7 9 2 . ] 

11165 . Dere ' s  a roo t 
Dat comes out de woods . 

out dere , ah don ' t know whether it ' s  round here o r  not . 
[ Take that ] an ' saltpeter . It ' s  de devil ' s-shoestring ! 

SALTPETER AND CRUSHED DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN POCKET 
RUB HANDS IN AND CHEW THE ROOT WHEN ASKING FOR JOB 

Dat ' s  whut dey call it , de 
devil ' s-shoes tring . An '  
beat it up - j es t  beat it 
up an ' put it  in yore pock

et - yo ' unders tand , an ' walk on in . An ' as yo ' walk in de o f f ice - dis is de 
office heah [ demons trates ] j es t  put it in yore pocket an ' rub yore hand lak dat 
over it . An ' bi t  o f f  a little p iece an ' j es t  lak yo ' chewin ' a p iece of chewin' 
gum or somep in lak dat , an ' talk to him .  He ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  Yes s ir ,  he ' ll 
give yo ' a j ob .  

(Do you come from S outh Carolina ? )  
North Carolina . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 9 ) , 165 7 : 8 . ] 
11166 . (What do they do with the devil ' s-shoes tring ? )  
Dey take dat and put i t  down in a bo t tle o f  perfume with some garlic and jes '  

keep i t  in a bo t tle , you see . And i f  you go t i t  a t  home , well every time you 

GARLIC - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - PERFUME : 3 IN BOTTLE 
RUB THIS MIXTURE ON HANDS FOR LUCK ON LEAVING HOME 
OR FOR ALL PROTECTION - TIE ROOT ABOUT NAKED WAIST 

leave out  o f  home , why you 
take it and rub it on your 
hands . Dat ' s  fer luck. 
And fer your pro tectioa oa 

devil ' s-shoestring and you take it and 
skin . You tie i t  around your waist .  

(What will that pro tect you from? ) 
Dat ' s  to pro t ect you from de law . 

[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (51 7 ) , 605 : 9 . ] 

de s treets , you git dat 
put it around your wais t  right � yaar 

All you go tta do is tie it to yaar SkiD. 

1116 7 . De devil ' s-shoestring is a good tonic . Yo ' kin make wedicine oat of 
it , yo ' see . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1182) , 1994 : 1 . ] 

11168 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoes an ' go ahead an '  dress • a.  aa• bave dey 



4138 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

foo ts all swell up . 
(How do you dress tho se shoes ? )  
How would dey dress do se shoe?  Wel l ,  yo ' kin take dose shoes an ' yo ' kin go 

tuh work an ' git  chew some John de Conkah an ' devil' s- shoes tring , an ' make yo ' 
a powder an ' yo ' kin sprinkle i t  all in dose shoes . An ' dat person will go an ' 
git dose shoes an ' put ' em on an ' dat ' ll hurt his foo t .  

JOHN DE CONKAH - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - POWDERED 
HIDDEN IN SHOES - HURTS [PUTS SPELL ON ] FEET 

DOOR - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING OVER - BREAKS UP FAMILY 

(Make sore feet . )  [Feet are 
more than sore ! Only a roo t 
doctor can cure them ! ] 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (1388) , 
2212 : 14 . ] 
11169 . An ' den tuh run ' em 
out , yo ' kin put - j es '  lak 

yo ' rentin ' a house an ' ah don ' t want 
s trings an ' hang ' em ovah de do ' .  

( That will run me out ? )  

yo ' tuh s tay dere , I git some devil ' s-shoe-

Yo ' can ' t s tay in dere an ' dat will break yo ' peace . Yo ' an ' yore wife - it  
will run yore wife o ff  from yo ' .  

(Cause confus ion in the family . )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 1 7 36 : 7 . ]  
11170 . A piece of de devil ' s-shoestring an ' put it  down at de do ' where de 

person go tta travel back an ' farwards , an ' dey ' ll have bad luck an ' can ' t git  

DOOR - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING DOWN AT - NO MONEY MUCH 
hold of no money much . [Way
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 114 7 ) , 1870 : 8 . ]  
1117 1 . I f  yo ' git  a chance 

tuh git in dat house - de devil ' s-shoes tring , yo ' take dat devil ' s-shoes tring an ' 
j es '  ball a lit tle bit  of i t  an ' put it  ovah de do ' s ill or somewhere in de house ,  

BALL UP A LITTLE DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - PUT OVER 
DOORSILL OR IN CORNER OF HOUSE OR SOMEWHERE 
CANNOT STAY - BUT TO GIVE PERSON WALKING FIGIT 
DRIVE 9 NEW NAILS INTO GROUND - POINTED WAY TO GO 
BETWEEN NAILS PUSH 9 NEEDLES 9 P INS - NEW - COVER 

some corner of de house . Dey 
ain ' t gain ' s tay in dere . 
An ' yo ' kin give a fellah a 
wa Zkin ' figit .  
(How d o  you give a fellow a 
wa lking figit ? ) 

drive ' em in de ground an ' 
between ' em .  Off he go . 

(Any special number ? )  

Jes ' take some nails an ' 
turn ' em de way he goes . Put some needles an ' pins 

Nine [ new ] needles [ nine new pins ] an ' nine new nails . 
(You cover those up so they don ' t s tick him ? )  
Jes ' drive ' em right down i n  de ground . 
(Where he ' ll walk over them . ) [Waycross , Ga . , (1171) , 19 7 7 : 1 . ] 
1117 2 . ·  Git a devil ' s-shoes tring ' bout dat long an ' tie it  [ demons trates ] . 

Jis ' take i t ,  i t ' s  j is '  about dat long , an ' bring a kno t in it  lak dat . Well , 
yo ' kin keep it or yo ' bury i t . Jis ' put i t  in a secret place . 

KNOT IN DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - HIDE - MAN WON ' T  LEAVE 
( I s  that all she has to do 
to bring the man back? ) 
He ' ll stay right dere [he 

will no t leave ] .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 25 ) , 1503 : 10 . ] 
1117 3 . Lo ts o f  people talk about diff erent things dat ah have nevah tt1ed , 

but dis heah whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now , ah ' ve tried dis mahself , yo ' see . 
I f  a person wants to mis treat yo ' an ' dis is yore p lace heah , yo ' take devil's

shoes tring - ah don ' t know whether yo ' evah hear tell of i t - devil ' s-shoes tring 
an ' b lacksnake roo t . ' Co ' rse dey roo ts whut grows in de wood . An ' yo ' kin twis t  
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dem dere roots together [ probably tie together s o  that they will no t unrave l ] , 

TWIST BLACKSNAKE ROOT AND DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
TOGETHER - LAY THEM UNDER VICTIM ' S MATTRESS 
THAT LOCKS VICTIM ' S BOWELS - MEDICAL DOCTOR [M. D . ]  
IS  USELES S  - YOU MUST FIND HOODOO DOCTOR OR DIE 

put them between yore mat
tress whut chew lay on . 
Dat ' ll constipate yore 
bowels where yo ' can ' t have 
action an ' well , den dat 
cause yo ' to git in mis ery , 

make yo ' sick . Unless some man come long wise enough to detect dat , dat devil
ment is undah dat mattress , why de doctors [M . D . ' s ] dey can ' t save yo ' ,  yo ' see . 
But now , if a man come along have done experienced dis devilment , he knows j es t  
exactly whut tub take an ' whut tub tell yo ' tub d o  tub git dat devilment . Look 
under dat mattress .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  . ( 11 20a) , 1 7 9 8 : 6 . ] 

11174 . Ah heard dat chew could 
TIE 2 DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRINGS TOGETHER OVER DOOR take devil ' s-shoes tring an ' tie 

de two pieces together like yo ' d  
wanta part a man an ' his wife [ surely tie the pieces in shape of  cross ] an ' hide 
it up ovah his [ their ] do ' an ' no t let dem know it an ' dey ' d  part . 

(Hand it  over their door ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1129) , 1833 : 14 . ]  
111 75 . Go an ' git de herb , dey says . Dey tole me de herb dey calls de 

devil ' s-shoes tring . Put it cros s , right in de fo ' k .  

CROSS 2 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN CENTER OF 
CROS SROADS - VICTIM CROSSED - A QUINCUNX - 5 POINTS 
THIS IS A CROSS WITHIN A CROSS TO CROSS OR 
WE HAVE A CROSS WITHIN A CROSS = A DOUBLECROSS 

cross [ not  in disposition but crossed ,  hoodooed ] an ' 

(These two pieces you cross 
them . And where do you put 
them? ) 
Put ' em right in de fo ' ks 
o f  de road where he comes 
down an ' he ' ll always be 

travelin ' .  [Wilson, N .  

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - JOHN DE CONKAH - WINNAMORE SEEDS 
GROUND - SCATTERED IN HOUSE - DRIVES EVERYONE OUT 

Car . , ( 14 7 7 ) , 2656 : 8 . ] 
111 7 6 . When you wanta 
cross a hous e ,  well you 
get you some devil ' s-3 INGREDIENTS - WINNAMORE SURELY IDENTIFIES THE SEEDS 

devil ' s-shoes tring , get you s ome John the Conquer ,  and 
(What kind ? )  

shoes tring - get you s ome 
get some winnamore seed. 

Winnamore . You get it out the woods , it ' s  a kind of a s eed . 
(Wintermore or winnamore ? )  
Winnamore . You mix i t  together and then they can ' t s tay in that hous e . 
(Well , what do you do with that s tuff , af ter you mix it ? )  
You grind i t  up , grind i t  all up , see . And you sprinkle i t  over the hous e , 

j us t  sprinkle it  right on over the house , and they really can ' t s tay . 
(That will make them move out . )  
Yes , sir . [ If a bo tanis t is unable to  ident ify anything remotely like winna

more (which may be a folk name) , I sugges t thes e s eeds are s old by a hoodoo shop 
or mail-order hous e , and that they are sprinkled on the floor by gamblers to 
winnamore = win more ! As we know , devil ' s-shoestring is suf ficient to drive 
person out of house ! ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 848b) , 1310 : 3 . ] 

CUT 3 LONG-LENGTH PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
CHEW - SURELY BITING FROM EACH = 3 HOLY NAMES 
CHEW AND SPIT EVERYWHERE POS S IBLE AT JOB OPENING 
WIPE SOME ON STEERING WHEEL OF BOSS ' S  AUTOMOBILE 

111 7 7 . Yo ' git  devil ' s-shoe
string an ' yo ' cut it in three 
lengths in long s trings . Yo '  
cut three p ieces 6£ it  in 
three [ long ] lengths an '  yo ' 
git dat shoestring an '  yo ' go 
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round a man ' s j ob an ' chew dat shoestring an ' sp it  all round , an ' yo ' could go 
to his s teering wheel an ' yo ' spit some of de j uice on yore han ' an ' wipe i t  on 
de s teerin ' wheel .  

(The s teering wheel o f  the boss ' automob ile . )  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 3 7 ) ,  
2603 : 5 . ]  

111 7 8 . Take three p ieces of devil ' s- shoes tring an ' put i t  [ one ] on top of 
each o ther . An ' de shortes t piece , j es t  how long yo ' want dem to s tay dere , yo ' 
put it on dere long , yo ' know , an ' cut it  in a p iece like dis  an ' dey ' ll move . 

3 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - EACH OF DIFFERENT 
LENGTH - LARGEST AT BOTTOM - BURY AT FRONT DOOR 
VICTIM WILL MOVE WITHIN 3 HOURS 3 DAYS 3 WEEKS 

Ah see dat tried . 
(Where do you put that 
devil ' s-shoes tring then? ) 
Down at dey front do ' s tep . 
(You take three p ieces . 

Here ' s  the long p iece , and you put a shor ter p iece 
on top of that , and you bury it that way ? )  

on top , and a shorter piece 

Bury , cover it up , or either put it in a box or somep in an ' put it down dere , 
an ' dey ' ll leave , dey won ' t s tay dere . [These 3 p ieces o f  diff erent size mean 
almos t  s imultaneously : ( 1 )  you decide to move , ( 2 )  you prepare to move , and ( 3 )  
you move . This can be done i n  3 hours or 3 days or 3 weeks . Reader may no t f ind 
everything in the rite but i t  is there . ]  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1841 : 13 . ] 

1117 9 . Lak yo ' would leave some of yore wearin ' clo thes , why she could take 
some of yore underwear an ' she kin ball ' em up . Now ah had dis trick tried on 
me , but ah don ' t know what ' f eet it was takin ' . But ah happened to be lucky tuh 
f ind it . Had a p iece of dis  devil ' s-shoestring an ' she had three kno t s  t ied in 

3 KNOTS IN P IECE OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING ABOUT MAN ' S  
BALLED UP UNDERWEAR UNDER PLACE HE SLEPT IN BED 
ONLY BY ACCIDENT MAN FOUND KNOTS AND FREED HIMSELF 
UNDER BED IS 5TH POINT AMONG 4 CORNERS - QUINCUNX 

it . 
( In the root or in the 
clothes ? )  
In d e  roo t .  Yo ' know dat 
lak a s tring . An' she had 
i t  tied wit three kno t s , an ' 

ah run ' cro ss  i t  ah gues s  befo ' she go t i t  placed where she wanted it . But dey 
s ay as long as she keep dat kno t tied in dere , she have de kno ts tied in it , yo ' 
can ' t git  away from her . 

(Af ter she had this wrapped up in your underclo thing ? )  
Yes . Dis woman she had mine wrapped up an ' put right undah whar ah wuz 

s leepin ' at . An ' whe ther she goin ' let i t  s tay dere or no t - but some way ah 
turn roun ' an ' f ound i t . [ Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1 06 7 ) , 1726 : 14 . ] 

5 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - BURY AT 4 CORNERS 
OF HOUS E - CRAWL UNDER HOUSE AND BURY 5TH PIECE 
UNDER CENTER OF THE BED ABOVE - QUINCUNX RITE 
PERSON SLEEPING IN BED BECOMES RESTLES S - MUST MOVE 

11180 . Git devil ' s-shoe-
s tring an ' yo ' take an ' 
bury hit at de fo ' corners 
o f  dat person ' s house . Den 
yo ' git  underneat ' de house 
an ' bury it  right in de 

center of dere bed , an ' dey ' ll be uneasy an ' restless ,  dissatisfied until dey 
move . 

(You have to ge t  f ive p ieces of shoe-s tring altogether - devil ' s- shoes tring . )  
Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1206) , 2035 : 8 . ] 
11181 . Now they take the nails an ' they drive them down into - j es '  lak yo ' 

take dat Red S eal Lye , dat has f ive holes in i t , an ' they take an ' drive a nail 
in each hole o f  the lye . An ' they bury this lye undah the house an ' they git it 
near as they possibly kin ovah that lye [ devil ' s-shoestring s ]  on the inside of 
the house . They put whu t they call de devil ' s- shoes tring , that ' s  a little weed
as near ovah the top of that [ can of lye ] as they possib ly kin . That ' s  tuh make 
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RED SEAL LYE CAN HAS 5 SPRINKLE-HOLES TO BE PUNCHED 
INSTEAD OF PUNCHING THEM WITH ONE NAIL - USE 5 
BURY THIS FULL CAN WITH NAILS UNDER CENTER OF BED 
IN HOUSE ABOVE - HERE ABOVE - UNDER CENTER OF BED 
YET ABOVE LYE - LAY 5 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRINGS 
PERSON US ING BED BECOMES SICKLY - A QUINCUNX RITE 

this person weak , s ickly . 
(They put this devil ' s
shoes tr ing over that and 
they bury that can of lye . )  
Bury that can of lye j is '  
undah de house as near as 
they kin . Jis ' say fo t in
s tance , if dis wuz his bed , 

they bury it undah that as near as they kin git to it undah there . They then 
come up an ' try tuh put whut they call de devil ' s-shoes tring - which is j is '  a 
little weed-lak , yo ' know - put it as near undah [ center ] de bed as they kin . 
[ This is surely a quincunx rit e . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15) , 1483 : 3 . ] 

11182 . Yo ' kin git chew some lodes tone [ see later ] ,  it ' s  sompin dat ' s  lak a 
incense .  

(Lodes tone? ) 
Yes . All right . 

b luein ' an ' Redbird 
Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' take some brown sugah an ' yo ' take some 

Epsom Salts  an ' devil ' s-shoes tring , an ' yo ' mix allah [all 

6 INGREDIENTS : LODESTONE - INCENSE - BROWN SUGAR 
BLUEING - REDBIRD EPSOM SALTS - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
MIX - SPRINKLE ABOUT HOUSE TO MAKE PEOPLE MOVE 

of ] dat up tuhgethah , an ' 
yo ' sprinkle dat aroun ' de 
house . Dat ' s  tuh make dem 
move . [ There appears to be 
at  leas t three types of what 

is called lodes tone : ground par ticles or a lump that can be pulver ized , both at
tract ing iron ; and a third sub s tance that is merely an incens e . ] [Algier s , La . ,  
(159 7 ) , 300 3 : 1 . ] 

11183 . Yo ' go out early in de morning in de 
blossoming yo ' know . Yo ' take dat string ' fore 

summertime when de bushes is 
day at  sunup an ' pull dat s tring 

7 TIMES - WRAP ABOUT 2 FINGERS - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
DIG ROOT BEFORE SUNUP - PLANT BLOOMING - TIE KNOT 
DRESS WITH ALCOHOL - CHEW WHEN ASKING BOSS FOR JOB 

up . 
(What kind of s tring? ) 
Devil ' s-shoestring . It ' s  
a long root . Yo ' pull dat 
up an ' yo ' bring it round 

yore finger seven time . Dere seven day in de week , isn ' t it?  
(You b end that root  around your finger s even times . Any par ticular finger ? )  
Seven times , j es '  any two [ adj oining ] fingers . YQ ' s ee dere seven days in 

de week , yo ' know . Seven times . An ' j es '  tie de thing in yore pocket , yo ' know . 
An '  keep it dressed with alcohol , yo ' know . An ' chew dat an ' go to a man an ' ask 
fo ' a j ob ,  why he more den ap t to give you a j ob .  

(You only go out there once to get that root ? )  
Yes s ir , one time . 
(And you bend this around your finger [ 2  fingers ]  seven times . That ' s  to get 

a j ob . )  
Yes s ir .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044) , 1694 : 14 . ] 
11184 . Devil ' s-shoestring , yo ' know it  grows long , an ' yo ' tie nine knots in 

hi t an ' wear hit roun ' yore wai s t  an ' dat ' ll he ' p  yo ' tuh go through it , too . 
(Through what? ) 
Any kinda trouble , anythin ' -

9 KNOTS - TIE IN DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - ABOUT WAIST he ' p  yo ' ,  lucky . [Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  ( 1224) , 2082 : 2 . ]  
11185 . Ah heard dat yo ' 

could git devil ' s-shoestring an ' go to de window fo ' nine mornings [ face ] towards 
de sunrise an ' make a wish . Jes t whatsomevah yo ' wish to come true . And loop 
[ circle ] say whatsomevah yo ' wish [ through it ] an ' tie it  in one knot fo ' nine 
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mo rnings t i l l  yo ' g i t  nine t ies . Then take i t  an ' 

9 KNOTS : BEFORE SUNRISE STAND AT WINDOW FAC ING EAST 
HOLD ING A P I ECE OF DEVIL 1 S SHOES TRING - AN END IN 
EACH HAND - BRIND HANDS TOGETHER - BENDING ROOT 
ARCHED UPWARDS - AS S UN RISES - LOOKING THROUGH 
ARCH - DRAW ENDS TOGETHER AND START TO TIE KNOT 
WHILE LOOKING AT SUN THROUGH C IRCLE AND TY ING KNOT 
MAKE WISH - REPEAT 9 MORN INGS - KNOT AND WI SH 
THI S  ROOT WITH 9 KNOTS YOU PUT OVER YOUR DOOR 

put it up ovah yore do ' .  De 
wish will come true . 
(Any wish will come true . )  
Yes s i r  • . .  [ I  turned o f f  
machine too quickly, had to 
repeat his lo s t  wo rds . ]  
(And you look through this 
loop as you t ie i t ? )  
Look as de sun , j es t  as de 
sun b e  r i s ing . 
(You look through tha t 
loop that you are making . )  
Yes s ir . [ Way c ro s s , Ga . ,  
( 1 0 8 1 ) , 1 75 0 : 1 . ] 
1 1 1 8 6 . You take dat to de 

c r o s s roads - da t nine s t rands of de devil ' s - shoes t r ing dere . 

9 P I ECES OF DEVIL ' S - SHOESTRING - BURY AT CRO S S ROADS 
3 IN EAS T  - 3 IN WE S T  - 3 IN NORTH - SOUTH OPEN 

THEN SAY TO VICTIM : QQ, DAMN YOU, GO ! 

( N ine s trands ? )  
Of devi l ' s- shoes tr ing . 
(You take a p iece o f  
devil ' s - s ho e s t r ing ? )  
Devi l ' s - s ho e s t r ing , and you 

kin take nine s trands and p lant it a t  de c r o s s roads : dat three in de eas t ,  three 
in de wes t and three in de no r th , and de s outh is open . And cover dat up . Under
s tand me , af ter you cover dat up , den say one wo rd to dat . Dere you are , and turn 
around and go away f r om it - dat ' s  a very d i f f ' rent propo s i t ion . 

(Wha t does tha t do ? )  
Da t ' s  a d e t r imental charac ter , dere you are . I f  you want a person to leave 

f rom ' round you , dere yo ' are . 
( I  see , tha t will make them leave ? )  
Shore . 
(You take nine s t rands o f  the . • .  ) 
Dev i l ' s - s ho e s t r ing . 
(You put three s trands to the eas t . )  
Three in the wes t .  
( Three wes t . )  
Three in the no r t h  and leave the s ou th then open . 
(Wha t do you s ay when you do that ? )  
I say , " Go , damn you , go . "  
( I  see , you s ay tha t and then you cover i t  up . )  
Cover i t  up dere . 
(Where do you come from? ) 
New Orleans - 219 Ramp a r t  S t r e e t . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 3 7 6 : 2 . ] 
1 1 1 8 7 . (You get wha t ? )  
S omep in lak de ' call de devi Z ' s  toothpick , dat ' s  a roo t , an ' keep dat in mah 

mouth ' long as ah ' m  roun ' de hous e . Wel l , dey nevah b o thah yo ' an ' nevah have 
nuthin tuh say tuh yo ' .  

DEVIL ' S  TOOTHP I CK - IN MOUTH - LUCK AND PROTECTION J i s ' s oon ' s  [ as soon as ] 
yo ' g i t  out de hou s e  yo ' 

kin take da t out yore mou th an ' put i t  in yore pocke t , but ah keep i t  a lways in 
mah pocke t . 

(Why do you keep that in your mouth when you are round the hous e ? ) 
Wel l , yo ' s ee , dat call f o ' mah luck , yo ' see , an ' dey won ' t  b o thah yo ' an ' 

won ' t  have nuthin tuh say tuh yo ' .  
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( I  asked you i f  they could make me move out of  the house . And if I don ' t 
want to  move what can I do ? )  

Aw - yo ' ah use dat devi l ' s  toothpick - dat ' s  i f  ah didn ' t wanta move . Yo ' 
kin git dat in de woods yo ' see . Very few people know what it  is . 

(What does i t  look l ike ? )  
Have yo ' evah seen Italian [ something ? ] whut made outa pipes [ something ? ]  a 

little roo t ?  [Does he mean brier ? ] It ' s  sompin lak dat [ demons trates ] .  
( I t  runs along the ground . Is  it  the same thing as devil ' s-shoes tring ? )  
No suh .  
(Where i s  the toothpick ,  on the vine or under the vine ? )  
It  grows in kno ts j is '  lak Italian [ brier ? ] .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 35) , 1514 : 1 . ] 
11188 . This [ is ]  what I used in gambling . I gambles myself . I have gambled -

a long time ago - to meet paydays and things . Well , I ' d  take me and get me a 
Jockey Club perfume . Understand? I take Jockey Club perfume and I takes Luseen 

oi l .  
DICE DRES S WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME AND LUSEEN OIL (What kind ? Luceen? )  

Yes , [Luseen or Luceen ] . 
That ' s  a yallow oil . You get i t  at the Cracker Jack Drug Store . Luseen oi l .  
And get you that pure Jockey Club - pure s tuf f - and you get this much [ demon
s trates ] for fifteen cents of that Luseen oi l ,  you see , for to put down in there 
[your mixture ] .  And you put that in there and you get you three of them little 
small dice , you see . And you dress them [ dice ] with that [mixture ] see . Take and 
cut ' em on each four corner , you understand , so you can know ' em when you turn -
five and s ix at . Well , you take and you cut - you know seven make e leven. And 
you take them and put them in some powder and take ' em out of that powder .  And 
take s ome of that perfume and s tuff and put over ' em,  you know , and shine ' em up 
like they shine . And put that in your pocket . Put that in your right pocket . 

And now , you have you another b ig pair of dices - that ' s  for gambling with 
dices , see them b ig dices . And you put s ome of  that perfume on it and you j us t  
have you s omep in with this powder - j us t  keep it in there and it j us t  smell good 
all the time . And every time that you go , you go on to  gambling or somepin , put 
them dice down in that . Somebody will be want ing to s top playing with you , be 
saying , "Well , what ' s  the matter with them dice ? "  Well , you s e t t ing j us t  like 
you got a friend or buddy . You s ee , you don ' t want to all the time put ' em - let 
so.ebody else put ' em down . You say ,  "Let ' s  change dice . "  You have him with a 
pair and he take and change them. [ Informant , woman , claimed to have worked with 
� Helen ! ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 841) , 1274 : 2 . ] 

11189 . De dirt dauber . 
(Sort of  l ike a wasp or a bee ? )  
Yes . Well , didj a evah see de little cells dat dey build ? 
(Yes . )  
Well , now , de people down dis way - especially in dis part of de world at one 

� - now ah know dis tuh be a fact . We were living in Conecuh County , Ala . 

DIRT DAUBER POWDER - RED AND BLACK PEPPER - SALT 
� - SPRINKLE AT VICTIM ' S DOOR - WALK BACKWARDS 
BACK TO GATE - WHERE YOU THROW REMAINING DIRT IN 
DIRECTION VICTIM IS TO GO - WILL LEAVE WITHIN 9 DAYS 
liTE GIVEN BY A LOCAL CUNJURE TO ANNOYED CLIENT 
alE OF SEVERAL RITES IN HOODOO DONE BY CHILDREN 
liTE TOLD TO ME YEARS LATER BY ONE OF CHILDREN 
MPPEliEJ IN 1915 AT EVERGREEN , CONECUH CO . , ALA . 

We had a very disagreeable 
neighbor lived across  de 
s treet from us , an ' she 
rented f rom s ome white 
people , but we owned our 
property . And dis person 
was disagreeable . And de 
white p eople dat she like� 
dey like her so well , un
til dey wouldn ' t  have her 
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move j us t  tuh please someone els e ,  you see . 
Well , mah mo ther told many different people about her . De woman was named Ada 

Sonworth [ S tallworth] - o f  course I don ' t have to tell [her name ] . Anyway , she 
was very disagreeable and she would argue . Well , anyway , as I s tarted tuh tell 
you , dis woman was very disagreeable and it  wasn ' t  no poss ible chance of  getting 
her tuh move . We wasn ' t  going tuh move . And mah mo ther told an old man ' bout 
it . An ' he was a man supposed tuh have some super-power . 

(Did they have any special name for this man? Did they call him anything ? )  
Yes , dey called him a cu�jUPe , as far as dat is concerned . Well , he told mah 

mo ther tuh go and get some of  dis dirt dauber cells and pound dem up , and mix 
one cup o f  ground pepper and one of  black pepper , and one of  salt , and have us 
tuh go tuh her do ' , you see , at night when dey was ' s leep , and sprinkle it . Said 
tuh give it  tuh us children [ to sprinkle ] and no t her [ the mo ther ] .  And when you 
go and sprinkle dat down at de door and walk backwards ,  you get tuh de gate and 
throw dat de way you wanted her tuh go , and said she would leave within nine days. 

So mah mo ther didn ' t believe much about it but she said , well it wouldn ' t  hurt 
tuh try . It would be so inexpens ive until it  wouldn ' t make any difference . So 
she prepared dis conco tion dat we ' d  have heard , you see , and we did dat - mah 
bro ther . Mah bro ther lives here [ Mob ile ] too , now . We tried dat when we were 
children and she really disappeared in de next two weeks . Dat ' s positive . 

(How many years ago when you were a child ? )  
When I was a child dat was in 19 15 • • •  i t  was in 19 15 , and dis little town 

where dis happened , was in Evergreen . 
Mah grandfather died in 19 1 7 . He was a man dat was very s tingy . He was born 

a s lave . ' Corse ah don ' t have tuh tell you but our name is Dubon . Mah grand
father was owned by some French people and dey came from down New Orleans way 
some place and dey es tablished up here in Conecuh County , and mah grandfather • • •  

THE OPPOS ITE OF THE PRECEDING RITE IS NOW DONE 
INSTEAD OF WALKING BACKWARDS FROM YOUR CUNJURE 
SPRINKLE DIRT DAUBER NEST AND CAYENNE PEPPER UNDER 
VICTIM' S DOORSTEP - SAY GOOD-BY - WALK AWAY FORWARD 
NEVER LOOKING BACK - VICTIM MOVES - NEVER RETURNS 

[ Mobile , (6501) , 84 0 : 4 . ] 
11190 . Ah heard dey go 
an ' git a dirt dauber ne s t  
an ' some cayenne peppah 
an ' sprinkle it  undah de 
do ' s tep an ' turn yore back 
an ' nevah look back , an ' 

nevah look back , an ' say 11 good-by . 11 An ' dat ' 11 make 
back again . [Little  Rock,  Ark . , ( 8 9 9 ) , 14 71 : 5 . ] 

' em move an ' dey cain ' t come 

11191 . Dirt dauber nes t ,  red pepper and salt mix , sprinkle or hang up or bury 
[ person mus t  walk over or under it ] causes confus ion . [Mobile , Ala . , 8 7 3 : 1 . ] 

DIRT DAUBER NEST - RED PEPPER - SALT - CONFUS ION 
1119 2 .  To break up hous e ,  
beat up dirt dauber ' s  nes t ,  
salt in it , pepper [black or 

red ] in it , sprinkle around or through hous e . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 154 8 : 1 . ] 

DIRT DABUER - RED PEPPER - NAME ON BROWN PAPER - BURN 
1119 3 . Dirt dauber ne st ,  
red pepper , person ' s name 
on brown paper [ and usu

ally if  a white person , on white paper ] parch 
son leaves . [ Burning person ' s  name is usual , 
[ Mob ile , Ala . , 944 : 9 . ]  

on s tove , sprinkle this dus t ,  per
but sprinkl ing the dus t i s  unusual.] 

11194 . When yo ' go t somebody an ' wanta make ' em move out chure house , [ o r ]  
o u t  de house nex ' tuh yo ' ,  yo ' g i t  chew some dirt dabahs [ larvae and their cells] 
but de wasp makes de nes t . Yo ' git dat dirt [ and larvae ] .  Yo ' git  chew some 
cayenne peppah an ' some Epsom salts  and gunpowdahs , an ' yo ' mixes all dat up tuh
gethah . An ' when yo ' mixes dat up tuhgethah , yo ' t ' rows dat aroun ' ' bout twelve 
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a ' clock at night - no t in de day , at night . At twelve a ' clock at night yo ' 

DIRT DAUBER LARVAE AND CELL DIRT - CAYENNE PEPPER 
EPS OM SALTS - GUNPOWDER - MIX - AT MIDNIGHT THROW 
UNDER VICTIM ' S  STEP SAYING : JES ' LAX AH T 'ROW DIS 
HEAH POWDER, DAT 'S DE WAY AH WANT CHOO TUH MOVE 

t ' rose it undah de s tep , an ' 
when yo ' t ' ro '  i t  yo ' say ,  
"Jes ' lak ah t ' row dis heah 
powdah , dat ' s  de way ah want 
dem [ you ] tuh move out dis 
house . "  [ For a special 

appreciation o f  the mud dauber and its  larvae , see interview "TOMB OF DE BABE OF 
BETHLEHEM , "  pp . l 325-1335 , v . 2 . ] [Algiers ,  La . ,  ( 15 7 7 ) , 2901 : 1 . ] 

DIRT DAUBER NEST AND GUNPOWDER 9 MORNINGS TO MOVE 
1119 5 . Throw mixture of  
dirt-dauber-nest  powder and 
gunpowder near home for 9 

mornings to make people move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 274 : 8+85 . ]  

THROW DIRT DAUBER NEST UNDER HOUSE - TO MOVE 

1119 6 . You go out there and dis 
dirt dauber nes t ,  yes . 
(What would you do with i t ? ) 
Chuck [ i t ]  underneath de house -
drop it underneath de house -

an ' make de folks mind up stir an ' make ' em move . 
(I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 800) , 1116 : 5 . ] 
1119 7 . Dirt dauber powder in bot tle , put under brick of house , "dey leave 

dere . "  [ This probab ly means under a house but covered by a brick , no t to hide 

BOTTLE DAUBER POWDER UNDER BRICK OF HOUSE - TO MOVE 
it , but to add weight to 
your intention . Als o  
under the house  would mean 

removing a brick from one of the piers on which lowland houses rest ; the bottle 
then being under a brick . Also possible but more difficult , unless everyone was 
away for the day , would be the removal of a brick from the hear th . ] [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , 261 : 4+85 . ]  

11198 . Dirt dauber ' s  nes t  
sulphur an ' put i t  up ovah de 

- take de dirt dauber ' s  nes t  an ' pound it with 
do ' po s t  an ' dat would s eparate a family an ' make 

MUD DAUBER DIRT OVER DOORPOST - SEPARATES FAMILY 

ended door frame , such doors  b e ing fairly common . 
1938 : 6 . ] 

i t  go separately . [What is  
a doorpost ? I would say one 
of the two posts  of an un
[Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1162) , 

11199 . Git dirt daubah dat-a-way an ' put i t  in a bot tle wit vinegah . Dat ' s  
whut chew call a shure shot . Put it  in de bottle wit vinegah , de dirt daubah , 

DIRT DAUBER POWDER - VINEGAR - RED AND BLACK PEPPER 
IN BOTTLE - UNDER HOUSE OR IN YARD - DIVORCE INSIDE 

wi t black peppah an ' red 
peppah , an ' if  de people 
of dis house wuz gittin ' 
' long f ine , a person 

vould slip [ in ]  heah at night an ' throw i t  undah de house or p lant it anywhere 
in de yard . In two week ' s  time dey would be axin ' [ asking ] one ' nothah fo ' a 
divorce . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1560) , 285 7 : 3 . ]  

11200 . Yo ' take a dirt dauber nes t  an ' anything , j es '  lak say ,  yo ' wanta 
cause confusion or somp in lak dat in a home . Yo ' take a dirt dauber nes t  an ' 

Ar MIDNIGHT BURST DIRT DAUBER NEST ON HOUSE 
MAKES PERSONS INSIDE GO AND COME LIKE DAUBERS 

caain ' , dat person keep a-goinin ' an ' comin ' .  

yo ' go dere a certain hour of  
de night an ' yo ' use dat j es ' 
lak yo ' do de aig . Jes ' lak 
dirt dauber keep a-ga in ' an ' 

�at would you do with the dirt dauber ' s  nes t  when you took it  to that house?) 
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Yo ' j es '  carry it an ' bus t it ovah de hous e at twelve a ' clock at night , j es '  
lak yo ' bus t a aig . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396 ) , 2513 : 9 . ]  

CAYENNE PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - MUD DAUBER NEST 
THEN STEAL SALT FROM 3 HOMES - BEAT ALL TOGETHER 
MIX AND SPRINKLE AT DOOR OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 

11 201 . They will spring your 
doors and things . 
(Well , how would they do tha t ? )  
They ' ll take that - they ' ll go 
to three people ' s  house and 

you can s teal you some salt from three people ' s  house , and take that cayenne pep
per and that black pepper and dirt dauber ' s  nes t and beat it together and sprinkle 
your door and you ' ll move . 

( I  see . And you ' ll move . But you only s teal the salt? ) 
S teal the salt . 
(The o ther things you don ' t take ? )  
No , you j us t  s t eal that from somebody ' s  hous e . 
(Jus t the salt . Those o ther things you take from your own house? ) 
Yeah . 
( I  see . That will make you move out ? )  
Yes . [ New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1205 : 2 . ] 
11202 . Gi t ' em out o f  a hous e . Dey go t some of  ' em back dere now . Yo ' kin 

git  dirt daub er nes t . Yo ' know whut dey call dirt daubers . Well , yo ' git dat 

DIRT DAUBER NEST - CAYENNE PEPPER - EPSOM SALTS 
SULPHUR - POWDERED ASAFETIDA - TOBACCO OR S COTCH 
SNUFF - MIX - THROW INTO HOUSE - PERSONS WITHIN MOVE 

an ' cayenne peppah , but 
yo ' have tub git in de 
house tub do dat . Yo ' 
cain ' t do dat on de out-
s ide of  de hous e . See , 

cayenne peppah , Epsom salts , sulphur an ' powdered asafetidy . Yo ' know whut dey 
call powder asafet idy . Well , dey mix dat tuhgether . Well , if yo ' cain ' t git 
chure tobacca , yo ' kin git dis sco tch snuff an ' yo ' mix dat , but chew go tta git 
in de hous e dat yo ' kin sling it back in dere . Yo ' know , an ' ' no int de house , 
an ' dey ' ll move . 

(You j us t  throw that in the house and these people will move away . )  
Yes . [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 295 3 : 1 . ] 
11203 . Take nine dirt dauber nes t  an ' pound ' em up together . Put some salt -

j es '  de  leas t salt , into de nine , which id about a teaspoonful into de nine dirt 

POWDER FROM 9 DIRT DAUBER NESTS - TEASPOONFUL SALT 
3 TEASPOONS FUL OF SUGAR - MIX TOGETHER - SPRINKLE 
THIS WHEREVER VICTIM TRAVELS : IN THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST AND MAKE YOUR 
WISH THE WAY THAT YOU WANT IT TO WORK - IT WILL 

dauber nes ts . Then yo ' put 
three teaspoons fulla sugah 
in to dat . Pound it up good 
together . Then yo ' take -
after pounding that all up 
together - then yo ' take 
an ' anywhere that a person 

go tta vis i t , if i t  in a home or anywhere that they go t dealin ' s  at in dat p lac e ,  
yo ' sprinkle i t  In de Name of de Father, de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t  an ' make yore 
wish the way that yo ' want i t  to work . It  will work . 

(What will you wish for on that ? )  
Well , if yo ' want ' em tub quit workin ' dere o r  tub leave dere , why yo ' kin 

wish that way . An ' if a person wants tub cont inue working to a p lac e ,  why yo ' 
make that wish there . [ Nine dirt dauber nes ts surely means 9 cells from one 
dirt  dauber nes t , no t 9 s eparate nes ts which would be quite a large amount o f  
dirt . ]  [Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 14) , 2239 : 10 . ] 

11204 . You ge t you a sock or sompin like that , any thing you wear . Take that 
sock , ball it together , put it with some dirt dauber nes t , roll ' em together 
[ sock sprinkled with dirt  dauber is rolled up ] and you put it in a j ar or any 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 414 7 

SPRINKLE DIRT DAUBER POWDER ON SOCK - ROLL UP 
AIRTIGHT IN JAR - INTO RIVER - YOU ' LL BE GONE 

kind o f  bucket or anything that 
unleaks - what won ' t leak . Take 
it to the river , throw it in the 
river and let it go downs tream .  

You ' ll b e  gone ! [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( ? ) , 106 7 : 1 . ] 
11205 . You take an old shoe - it don ' t mean like 

any old shoe and you pound it up to dirt . You p�und 
your [ good ] shoe - j us t  
the dirt  from i t  in [ to ]  a 
box , you know , and make it  
like a powder and you burn 
it . Put it on the [ remain

POWDER OLD SHOE - BURN IN HOUSE - ENEMY INTO RIVER 

der of the shoe ] and burn it in the house , smoke the house up , and make anybody -
can run any enemy in the river . They ' ll j us t  move up , they gotta go . [New 

COOK DIRT DAUBER DUST WITH MEAL OR FLOUR - LOVE 
Orleans , La . , (85 7 ) , 1364 : 1 . ] 
11206 . Yo ' ve heard tell of yo ' 
takin ' a dirt dauber , taking de 

nes t out de house an ' mix it up . Sift  it in yore meal or flour whats omevah yo ' 
do , an ' cook i t  in yore bread , an ' dat ' ll make yo ' ole man love yo ' . 

(Make him love you . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1095) , 1766 : 2 . ] 
1120 7 . Well , ah ' ll tell yo ' whut tuh do wit dat . Go tuh a ole house an ' yo ' 

sees de dirt daubah build a nes t . Yo ' git nine an ' yo ' powdah it up an ' yo ' git  

9 DIRT DAUBER CELLS - PIECE OF SULPHUR 9 CENTS 
POUND UP - MIX ALL - SEW INTO BAG - INTO MATTRES S  
UNDER PLACE HE SLEEPS - ONCE ON - NEVER LEAVES 

chew a nine [ cents ] worth of 
rock sulphuh [ small cake of ] 
an ' yo ' powdah hit up an ' yo ' 
mix dat all up tuhgethah an ' 
s ew it up intuh a bag an ' yo ' 

put it  right undahneath - intuh de mattress . Cut a hole intuh de mattress where 
he gen [ eral ] ly sleep at . An ' he ' ll come home an ' he ' ll sleep right on dat dat 
night , an ' he wouldn ' t  nevah leave home no mo ' . He ' ll s tay right dere wit yo ' . 

Ah ' ve seen dat done . 
(They don ' t do anything else ? )  
Nuthin else . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1224) , 2080 : 4 . ] 
11208 . If  ah have a mean husban ' an ' j es '  lak he ' s  argy [argues ] all de time , 

ah j e s ' take dat dirt daub er an ' beat it  up fine an ' throw it anywhere where he 

IF WOMAN HAS MEAN HUSBAND - ARGUES - POWDER 
DIRT DAUBER NEST AND THROW WHERE HE WALKS 

dauber . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1363) , 2405 : 3 . ] 

s e t  at in de hous e - ' neath his fut 
or anywhere at de s uppah tab le -
an ' why it will s top him from 
arguin ' yo ' understan ' , dat dirt 

11209 . Take de whole nes t  - she say , git  it down whole , de dirt daubah nes t . 
Take it whole an ' don ' t break it . An ' put in a cup or anything an ' put some 
vatah on it , an ' j es '  about time it  draw - in about fi fteen minutes - j es '  keep 

WHOLE DIRT DAUBER NEST - DO NOT BREAK - PUT IN CUP 
COVER WITH WATER - IT  WILL DRAW IN 15 MINUTES 
D RINK  FROM IT - WOMAN KEEPS HUSBAND UNDER HER FEET 

it an ' dr ink off of it . 
(What will that do ? )  
She says dat brings yore 
[her ] husband down an' puts 

she shore got her ' n  [hers ] undah her feet . 
dat ' s  de b es t  i t  is . 

him undah her feet . Well ,  
She say dat ' s  whut she use , she say 

(Does she dr ink that water herself ? )  
Drinks dat . An ' she say dat ' s  shure fo ' him . Ah know one thing , he ' s  undah 

her feet all right . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 2 ) , 215 3 : 9 . ] 
11210 . Dirt dauber nes t  [ informant , a former midwi fe , called it " three f inger 

dirt dauber" because she used thumb and two adj o ining fingers to pick up rather 
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than thumb and index finger , the pinch measurement ] make tea , " give it to a woman 

3 FINGERS PINCH OF DIRT DAUBER TEA AT CHILDBIRTH 
in lab or ,  it will help her to 
come ' cross  [ across - to de
liver ] .  [Would those 3 fin

gers be a survival of the 3 HOLY NAMES ? ] [Mobile , Ala . , 900 : 6 . ] 
11211 . Dirt dauber for labor pains . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  100 2 : 6 . ] 
11212 . Dey say dat chew kin take dirt daubah nes t  an ' make a lickrish 

[ liquid ] outa hit an ' write it - lak if mah husband was gone off  an ' quit me , 
ah could write a let tah tuh him lak ah was writ ing in ink - j es '  dip it in dere 
[ this dirt dauber ink] an ' dey say when he read it , he ' ll come back . Ah ' ve heard 
of dat . [ A  later comment of mine reads : usua l ly for sending away . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1081) , 1 7 50 : 7 . ]  

11213 . Take the dirt dauber and take dis man ' s  name . 
(Yes ? )  
And you write the man ' s  name and you set this in the bo ttle , and when you 

puts this in the bot tle • • •  
(Now what do you put in the Bible? )  
You puts - in d e  bot tle ! 
( Oh ,  in a bot tle . You put all this in a bottle ? )  
All this in a bot tle . Well , I call a bot tle a j ar - one o f  these pickle 

j ars - and put the vinegar in there with the man ' s  name in there . That ' s  the 

INTO BOTTLE OR JAR PUT : DIRT DAUBER DUST - MAN ' S 
NAME INTO WHICH STICK : PINS - NEEDLES - TACKS 
DAILY AT NOON SHAKE BOTTLE - CALLING MAN ' S NAME 
DO THIS 9 DAYS - GET YOUR WISHES . . . BAD LUCK FOR HIM 

dauber dus t . Then you 
takes this man ' s name and 
you j us t  put the pin and 
the tacks and the needles 
in there . And then you 
put it  in there , and every 

day at twelve o ' clock you shake it up 
do the same thing until the ninth day 

(What kind of wishes do you make ? )  

and call this man ' s name . Every day you 
that you see that you ge t your wishes . 

Well , the wishes that I would make , would be 
That ' d  be bad luck for him to have . That ' s  the 

the bad des truction on him . 
bad wishes . [ New Orleans , La . ,  

(8 74) , 14 36 : 3 . ] 
11214 . Yo ' kin 

rag an ' hang it up 
take dirt dauber houses , yo ' know , an ' put ' em in a p iece of 
ovah yore front do ' ,  an ' ah don ' t care who yo ' owe , dey won ' t 

DIRT DAUBER HOUSES OVER DOOR FOR BILL COLLECTORS 

DIRT DAUBER POWDER AND GARLIC IN PURSE FOR LUCK 

come dere . Dey won ' t come 
nowhere round yo ' . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 184 2 : 15 . ] 
11215 . Dirt dauber nes t , 
pound , put piece o f  garlic 

with , in purs e for luck . [ Garlic is 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 65) , 1559 : 5 . ] 

lucky because it is a wi tchcraf t deterrent . ]  

11216 . Dirt dauber ' s  nes t , yeah . You take a dirt dauber ' s  nes t .  You take 
it after it ' s  dry . You take that and us e that as a dus t . You take that , you 
take sulphur - you take sulphur , you take carpp is [ copperas = green vitriol or 
ferrous sulfate ] .  

( Carpus ? )  
[To  my ears later the word was copperas . ]  
Coprus , yes . You mix that together . All right , you sprinkle that before the 

person ' s door or put it anywhere where they can s tep in it , see . And it ' ll worry 
them where they can s tep in i t , see . And it ' ll worry them and it make their feet 
be tender . I t  gives them bad feet , so that they can ' t get around , see . [ New 
Orleans , La . , (831) , 1 2 37 : 5 . ] 
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1121 7 . Yo ' kin take , yo ' know , if 
good in yore house ,  yo ' kin take some 

yo ' an ' yore husband ain ' t gittin '  long 
spice an ' dirt dauber nes t  an ' mash it up 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - AFTER YOU SWEEP - SPRINKLE IN 
A MIXTURE OF GROUND DIRT DAUBER NEST AND SPICE 

STOPS CONFUS ION - EVERYTHING WILL GIT ' LONG LOVELY 

together ; an ' after yo ' 
sweep , sprinkle it in each 
corner of de house . Every
thing will git ' long lovely . 
Dat ' s  all ah know it ' s  good 

fo ' ;  yo ' know , killin ' anything lak dat . 
an ' sprinkle i t  round yore house . Dat ' s 
cross , Ga . ,  ( 1081) , 1750 : 13 . ] 

Wear it  in yore shoe for a fus s lak dat 
all ah know dat it ' s  good fo ' . [Way-

11218 . (What do you mean by nine times and nine days ? )  
That ' s  what I say ;  nine days , you know . 
(Well , tell me the whole s tory so I ' l l understand it . )  
I say , that they says you can take a dirt dauber ' s  nes t  and make you a tea , 

and as you give your husband his coffee , you might put a little in his cof fee 
for nine days , and then that might would check him up from running around , you 

see . Running around , 

ONCE DAILY - 9 DAYS - WOMAN PUTS DIRT DAUBER TEA 
IN HUSBAND ' S  COFFEE TO KEEP HIM FROM RUNNING AROUND 

that ' s  all I hears about 
dirt dauber ' s  nes t .  
(Running around with what ? )  
Jus t go ing out aplenty . 

don ' t know what he does ; but however , 
leans , La . ,  ( 835) , 125 7 : 6 . ] 

Go ing out so much , j us t  
he j us t  be  go ing all the time . [New Or-

11219 . You get the mud dauber . 
(Yes . )  
Out of a big stable anywhere . You s tick this finger . 
(Which finger? ) 
This one . 
(The middle finger of the right hand? ) 
Yes . Get the blood out o f  it . 
(Yes . )  
Get all the blood . You write the name nine times on a p iece of paper . You 

it up 
[have ] 

roll that mud dauber , that name , s teel dus t ,  lodestone , wrap it up . Ro ll 

IF YOU WANT SOMEONE OF OPPOSITE SEX SEPARATED FROM 
PERSON OF YOUR SEX - WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES 
INTO THIS PAPER ROLL UP TIGHT : DIRT DAUBER POWDER 
STEEL DUST - LODESTONE - BLOOD FROM MIDDLE FINGER 
OF RIGHT HAND - CARRY THIS RAND TO SEPARATE THEM 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE : MUD DAUBER DIRT - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

tight , and you get 
some luck . 
( I t  separates them . ) 
Man and woman . [New Or
leans , La . ,  ( 7 98) , 
1115 : 10 . ]  
11220 . The dirt daub er ' s  
nes t ,  you go in a person ' s 
house and put it in the 
four corners of the house -

graveyard dirt with the dirt dauber - and they move out of there . Jus t beat it 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - MUD DAUBER NEST - THROUGH HOLE 
IN RAW CHI CKEN EGG - MASH AGAINST HOUSE - MOVES 

up . [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) , 
1149 : 2 . ] 
11221 . Now , yo ' take de 
[ chicken] aig an ' broke a 
lit tle hole in it an '  put some 
of dis graveyard dirt - j es '  a 

drop of it  - an ' de daub er nes t  [ dirt ] an ' throw it on de house , and run ' em  
..ay . [Flo rence , S .  Car . , (1321) , 2 2 65 : 8 .  ] 
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11222 . Yo ' kin git dis heah dirt daubah nes t an ' de lettah whut he wrote 
chew . Yo ' kin f ix dat lettah all up an ' s end i t  back tuh him .  

LETTER MAN WROTE T O  WOMAN - SHE DUSTS OVER IT 
PINCH OF MUD DAUBER DIRT AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
RETURNS IT TO HIM - HE WILL THINK MORE OF HER 

(How do you mean , f ix that let
ter a l l  up ? )  
Well , yo ' take dis daubah nes t 
an ' a little bit , j es '  a p inch 
of dis graveyard [ dirt ] , an ' 

put in dis lettah - no t tuh let 
tuh him . 

him s ee it , j es '  dus t ovah it  - an ' s end it  back 

(What will that do then ? )  
Dat will bring his mind back tuh yo ' .  [There i s  a collection of  these let ters 

in section LETTERS AND HANDWRITING , vol . 4 ,  Nos . 8 789-8881 , pp . 3589-36 10 , some with 
graveyard dirt . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 13 21) , 2265 : 4 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - MUD DAUBER DIRT - CAYENNE PEPPER 
THROW AROUND THE HOUSE - PEOPLE INS IDE WILL MOVE 

11223 . Take dirt dauber , 
cai-yanne peppah an ' grave
yard dirt . nat ' s  tuh make 
people move , too . Yo ' puts 

dem things 
aroun ' dis 
2880 : 8 . ] 

intuh a ole cup an ' yo ' make a powdah of  it , an ' yo ' go an ' throw it 
place where yo ' want de peop le tuh go . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1568) , 

11224 . (What do they do with that ? )  
You see , you take the dirt daub er ' s  nes t and you ' ll mash i t  up good , and that 

dirt dauber ' s  nes t can make [ a ]  fuss [ quarrel ] .  And the dirt dauber ' s  nes t is 
good - now , dirt dauber ' s  nes t would b e ,  if you got a sprain • • •  

GRAVEYARD DIRT - GUINEA PEPPERS - DIRT DAUBER NES! 
THROWN BEHIND PERSON MOVES HIM FROM HOUSE OR TOWN 

[Here I turn off  machine but 
immediately res tart  it . ]  
(And do what ? )  
[ Take the dirt dauber ' s  nes t  

and get you some little ] guinea peppers and get you some graveyard dirt [ guinea 
pepp ers and graveyard dirt res tarted machine ] and f ix that together , and then 
you can make a person move . I don ' t know where to [ ! ] .  

(Well , how would you handle that? ) 
You see , you mix it  all up together . Now , j us t  like you go away , [ l ike ] you 

turn your back [ to go away ] . Well , I ' d  go throw that all around , or get some of  
it  in your hous e . See , you ' d  pass over that . [ Then you would soon leave that 
house or town . ] [New Orleans , La . , (834) , 1256 : 2 . ] 

11225 . Go to de graveyard an ' git some dirt an ' bring de dirt back home an ' 
mix i t  up wit dirt dauber nes t an ' sulphur . An ' mix i t  all up an ' put it in de 

MIX GRAVEYARD DIRT - DIRT DAUBER NEST - SULPHUR 
KEEP LITTLE OF IT IN HOUSE TO HOLD HIS MIND HOME 

house - j es '  a little b it in 
de house , a little b i t . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat keep in ' his mind , bring 

his mind back home . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (13 21) , 2265 : 3 . ] 
11226 . Nine dirt dauber ' s  nes ts , 9 pinches out of victim ' s left foot track , 

pound up together , make wishes over , take to a grave of evil person , bury you 

9 DIRT DAUBER NESTS - 9 PINCHES LEFT FOOT TRACK 
WISH OVER - BURY IN EVIL PERSON ' S  GRAVE - DEATH 

there , you will soon die . 
[ This is my condens ation of  a 
long r ite in the material of 
an interview mis s ed by my 

transcriber . I never had time to return to it . Original condens ation in pencil 
attached to f inal manus crip t . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2 ) , 15 54 : 8 . ] 

11227 . Well , now , yo ' kin use dirt dauber in conf inement an ' yo ' kin use dirt 
dauber fa ' runnin ' people outa town an ' around like that . 
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(How would you run a person out of  town with dirt dauber ? )  
Well , yo ' have tuh take - yo ' know the dirt dauber nes t has all that s tuff 

ins ide of that clay there , ins ide of that clay . Well , yo ' git the inside [ lar

LARVAE IN DIRT DAUBER CELLS - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
BRIMSTONE - BLUESTONE - POUND ALL TO POWDER 

SPRINKLE WHERE VICTIM WALKS - RUN HIM OUT OF TOWN 

vae ] an ' yo ' kin mix that 
with cemetery dir t . Mix that 
with the cemetery dirt an ' 
yo ' git chew a p iece of  brim
stone an ' a p iece of  blue

s tone , an ' pound it up to a powder an ' put in that . An ' yo ' kin sprinkle that 
wherevah - whoevah yo ' wanta do . Yo ' kin sprinkle that an ' that will certainly 
run ' em outa town - run ' em an ' they keep agoin ' . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1166 ) , 
1961 : 4 . ] 

11 228 . Well , yo ' supposed tuh git it offa 
died a s inner - git it offa de breas t of  him . 

s inner , like yo ' know a person ' s 
Imagine where de breas t should be . 

LEFT HANDFUL OF DIRT FROM BREAST OF SINNER ' S  GRAVE 
DIRT DAUBER DIRT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT - THROW 
WHERE PERSON TRACKS IT INTO HOUSE - FIGHTS AND LAW 

Yo ' git dat dirt . Take yo ' 
left han ' an ' git dat , a 
left handful of dat dirt . 
Well , yo ' takes cayenne 
pepper and table s alt and 

dis ole dirt dauber dat be ' s  in houses up 
Say dat ' ll make a fuss anywhere . It will 
place . 

in de walls . Yo ' mix dat tuhge thah . 
even cause de law tuh come tuh yore 

(Well , what do you do with this after you mix i t  up ? )  
Af ter yo ' mix i t  up , j es t  put i t  where yo ' want i t  tuh be . Jes t like i f  yo ' 

are angry wit s omeone , or s omebody yo ' know is bo thering yo ' or  s omp in .  Well , 
yo ' wants dem tuh move or git on out de way . Yo ' j es t  throw it where it can be 
tracked in dat hous e . Dey ' ll go tuh f ight ing and de law goin ' come . [ Mobile , 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - DIRT DAUBER NEST - CAYENNE PEPPER 
NEW SALT - PARCH - THROW WHERE ENEMY WALKS 
DO THI S 3 NIGHT S : MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 
WHAT ENEMY HAD IN MIND HE CHANGES IT - WALKS OFF 

Ala . , ( 6 7 6 ) , 89 7 : 2 . ]  
11229 . Take graveyard dirt 
and dirt dauber ' s  nes t and 
cayenne pepper and new salt 
and parch i t  - you mix it 
and parch it and make a 

powder . And throw it Monday night , Wednesday night and Friday night where they 
walk over . They change their mind and they go on about their business . They 
move off and go off . 

(They leave the hous e ? )  
Yes . 
(You s ow this on these nights . Do you throw i t  or s ow it ? )  
You throw i t  around . 
(Oh ,  you throw i t  around . )  [ The preceding comb inat ion of 3 days is common in 

New Orleans for burning candles - see p . 8 30 , v . l . ] [New Orleans , La . , (8 23) , 
1196 : 1 . ] 

11230 . For real good luck - real shure ' nuff good luck - yo ' kin s teal a 
dishrag outa dere house .  Jes ' s lip [ in ]  unbeknows t to ' em an ' s t eal a dishrag , 

DISHRAG - STEAL SOMEONE ' S  - BURY IN DESERTED PLACE 
YOU EXCHANGE YOUR BAD LUCK FOR OWNER ' S  GOOD LUCK 

an '  dey won ' t have any . Dey have yorn bad luck an ' 
[Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1093) , 176 3 : 9 . ] 

an ' go ahead an ' bury it  
some place way out [where 
houses and people are few] 
an ' yo ' git all de luck 

yo ' have dere good luck . 

11231 . Yo ' steal a person ' s dishrag an ' hide it in de henhouse tub make ' em 
.ave - make de person move . Jes ' lak yo ' didn ' t like me an ' ah wuz in a place 
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by yo ' or somp in an ' yo ' 
STEAL DISHRAG - HIDE IN HENHOUSE - RAG OWNER MOVES didn ' t want me there , why 

yo ' would steal mah dish
rag an ' hide it �n de henhouse ' mongs t de chicken nes ts . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 

(15 24) ' 2 7 2 2 : 2 . ] 
WASH FACE WITH DISHRAG TO HOLD JOB 112 3 2 . When yo ' wanta - if yo ' be ' s  on de 

j ob ,  an ' yo ' wanta keep it , an ' if yo ' be  
like a [ s ome thing? ] yo ' j es '  [ go ]  an ' wash yore face wit a dishrag an ' they will 
keep likin ' yo ' all de time . 

(Then you will s tay on the j ob ? )  
Yes . 
(Tha t is if  you are working some p lace ? )  
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 20 2) , 2019 : 5 . ]  
11233 . We ll , de fact of  it is , I know dat 

and let a person hit chew in de face wi th dat 
it [ dishrag no t clean , but go t sompin on it ] . 

you kin take a dishrag , you see , 
dishrag on dat eye - go t somp in on 

Say da t ' ll move dat sty off . But 
I don ' t know , I neve r tried 
it . 

THROW DIRTY DISHRAG INTO PERSON ' S  FACE - CURES STY ( I  see , but they say it can 
be done ? )  
Oh , sure . I ' ve seen it 

did all right enough . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 3 79 : 2 . ] 
11234 . If  she have a husban ' or either a f ren ' , a man or somp in lak dat an ' 

he runs around , she kin [ take ] any p iece of  his garment an ' use it . Take an ' 

SHE MAY USE ANY OF HIS GARMENTS TO WASH HERSELF 
MAYBE USE HER DISHTOWEL TO WASH HERSELF - SHE 
US ES THIS WATER TO WASH DISHES - KEEPS HIM HOME 

wash any part of her body j es ' 
lak she want to . Maybe use 
her dishtowe ls tuh wash any 
part of her b ody ,  an ' wash it 
in de wa tah where she go tta 

wash her dishes , an ' dat ' ll keep him home . Le t him eat out of  any pan or any 
pot , or somp in lak da t ,  an ' dat ' ll keep him from runnin ' roun ' outs ide . [ Mem
phis , Tenn . , (1518) , 269 7 : 5 . ] 

11235 . All she go tta do - de really fac ' 
an ' use herself . She supp osed to give to de 

ab out it - is tuh have a connect ion 
fellah de dishrag , wit him an ' her 

SHE MAY USE ANY OF HIS GARMENTS - WASH ANY PART 
OF HER BODY OR SHE MAY WASH BODY WITH DISHTOWEL 
USES THIS WATER TO WASH DISHES - KEEPS HIM HOME 

both .  Yo ' know whut ah ' m  
speakin ' of . An ' he can ' t ab
so lutely go with no othah 
woman . [ For many more of these 
dishrag and sex rites , see 

pp . 2391-2408 , v . 3 . ] [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 76) , 217 2 : 6 . ] 
11236 . [ S ince we are now in the le tter "D" of  CHANNEL DE WORLD ma terial - a 

divis ion arranged alphabet ically ins tead of sect ionally to avo id typ ing compli

DOCTORS : MORE BY THEM AND ABOUT THEM 
cations - the following 30 pages or more 
will be concerned wi th doctors , something 
by them or about them . Doctors of course 

will appear among later let ters 
to concentrate some of  them . I 
relative , a wrapping rite . 

of  the alphabe t ,  but here was a convenient place 
begin with a fo lding rite that contains a close 

The verb to fo ld does no t appear in the index of  Fo lk lore from Adams County 
Il linois , 1st  ed . , 1935 , and I doub t its appearance in the indexless 2nd ed . 
There i s  an index only in the files of  the Center for the Study of Comparative 
Fo lk lore and MYtho logy� University of Ca lifornia� Los Ange les� California . De
spite rarity , HOODOO has a numb e r  of folding rite s , some of them quite compli-
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cated : Nos . 31 26 ,  318 2-319 0 , etc . , v . 3  and els ewhere . To fold to you or away 
from you is a usual theme , but our present rite is an aaaoPdian fo ld. Especially 
interes ting to me is the doatoP , place of hearing , and time . My record concern
ing him reads : "Thurs . Feb . 15 , 1940 , informant No . l565 , man 45 , GraakePjaak 
StoPe , paid , ng . "  ( From no te books E S eries , 2nd New Orleans trip , numbers of 
informants 1558 to 1605 ) . More ab out that ng in a moment . Informant was brought 
to me by the black man preceding him , a man who worked at the CPaakePjaak StoPe -
sometimes called drug s toPe - a famous hoodoo empoPium of that date . During the 
following interview I was utterly unaware that this would be my las t dat at Pat
terson Ho tel , 759  S .  Rampart S t . , corner of  Julia , New Orleans , La . Years later 
I would pay my respects to the old building by printing her picture at the end 
of HOODOO volume 2 !  The fo lding rite follows : ]  

Say fo ' ins tance yo ' wanta git rid of  a man . All right yo ' d  git his photo
graph , no t a tintype . Git a cardboard [photograph ] an ' de medium size . Gi t it 

PHOTOGRAPH - FOLD 9 TIMES INTO 9 CREASES CALLED 
ACCORDION FOLDS - PUT LIVE MAGGOT IN EACH CREASE 
TIE THI S  FOLDED PACKAGE WITH BLACK CORD 9 TIMES 
6 TIMES TIE WITH RED - KNOTS REPRESENT COFFIN FOR 
VICTIM - NOW INTO 9 OF SPADES WITH 3 ACCORDION FOLDS 
WRAP 3 THINGS : SALT - BLACK PEPPER - CAYENNE PEPPER 
WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES ON S ILK TIS SUE PAPER 
FOLD EACH TIME 9 TIMES - BURN MATCH - ASHES ON TOP 
THESE 3 PACKAGES FOLD INTO A CLOTH - ADD RIVER SAND 
DIG SMALL PIT ON RIVER BANK - 6 INCHES LIKE A GRAVE 
BE MASTER OF CEREMONIES AT FUNERAL - BLES S BODY 
GOING DOWN INTO GRAVE - BETWEEN EVERY WORD CURSE 
THROW SHERRY INTO GRAVE - AFTER CEREMONY SAY 9 WORDS 
18 DAYS - VICTIM BECOMES DEATHLY SICK - M . D .  NO GOOD 
THE 9 NAMES YOU SAY : YO ' SON OF BITCH - YO ' BASTARD 
YORE MOTHER 'S NO GOOD - YORE FATHAH 'S NO GOOD 
AN '  AFTAH YO ' HIT ME WHAT AH WON 'T DO TUH YO ' - END 
WITH : NAME DE FATHAH, DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST, AMEN 

an ' fold it in half an ' 
find , say lak a dead 
chicken or a dead dog or 
somepin aroun ' [ or lying 
about ] wi t maggo ts . Ah 
mean large-size  maggots 
as dey walkin ' • • • •  Well , 
yo ' crease de photograph 
in nine folds an ' as yo ' 
fold it  in de nine folds , 
yo ' drop a maggot in each 
one of ' em; in every fold 
until yo ' git de nine mag
gots . Den yo ' gi t chew a 
piece o f  s eparate b lack 
cord an ' tie it [ f olded 
photo ] nine times ; den yo ' 
git chew a piece of  red 
[ cord ] an ' yo ' make s ix 
kno t s  [ about folded phot� . 

An '  put in dem nine knots an ' six knots • • • •  Dat [package ] is representin ' dey cof
fin . Af tah yo ' git through wit dat , den yo ' wrap it  up in a piece of  cloth , 
which would be ab out fully de s ame size , an ' git chew de nine of  spades , an ' 
wrap dat up nine times , an ' j es '  take an ' fold it  wi t [ 3  ingredients ] :  one flake 
[ flick = pinch ] of salt , an ' one flake of black peppah , an ' one flake of red pep
pah - cayenne peppah . An' wrap ' em all up . An ' yo ' close it up an ' regardless 
of  whut de individual ' s  name may be,  yo ' put it  down nine times in a piece of  
s i lk tis s ue papah , fold i t  every time nine times . Take a match an ' burn it , an ' 
as yo ' burn it , leave dem ashes go ri ght on top • • • •  Den yo ' take all dat cloth 
[ the s everal packages together ] tuhgethah an ' reenfold it  [ in one cloth ] an ' git  
chew some rivah s and , an ' j es '  put it  in dere an ' dry [ tie ] it  up [ into one pack
age ] . Den yo ' goes on tuh de neahes t runnin ' watah dat yo ' kin git tuh an ' dig 
yo ' a small pit , j es '  a small hole • • • •  Dig it  out six inches , j es '  as dere grave . 
Aftah yo ' do i t , den yo ' says - be mas tah of de ceremony which i s  his funeral . 
As yo ' be  bles s in '  de body as i t  goin ' down , every word yo ' say yo ' curse in 
between it , which is his name in between . An '  as yo ' doin ' dat , den yo ' throws 
a little b i t  of sherry wine , or if he drinks , regardless of whatevah it is , j es '  
throw it  right on in dere • • • •  an ' covah it up - an ' drop it as it  [ coffin ]  goin ' 
dawn .  [After this mock funeral ceremony ] nine words yo ' says , every day nine 



4154 - Memo irs of  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundat ion -

words , an ' in de 18th day whoevah de individual will b e ,  dey comin ' unnormal 
deathly sick .  D e  doc tor  [M. D . ] or n o  o thah one will undahs tan ' his case no 
kinda way . He ' ll die an ' swell up [he ' ll swell up and die ] in de next , say 
six or seven months , or maybe in de comin ' future yeahs , from dat date . • . .  

(And you say you say nine words to that thing each day . Have you any spec ial 
words you say? ) 

Lak if de individual wuz a gamblah or a thief or  a murderah , he may come home 
an ' he ' ll be worried or somep in . Well  yo ' j es '  curse  him in dat name , "Yo ' son 
of  b itch . Yo ' bastard . Yore mo thah ' s no good . Yore fathah ' s no good . An ' 
aftah yo ' hit me , whut ah won ' t do tuh yo ' . " An ' aftah whut chew do to him,  yo ' 
say a prayah , "Name de Fathah , de S on an ' de Holy Gho s t , Amen . " • • . •  

Every day [ the unrecorded things done I pick up in my following comment ] .  
(You say j us t  nine prayers l ike that . Nine things you say . )  
Cus s in '  him all de time • • • •  [ Informant had seen his best  days as a doctor , that 

is why I preserved the remainder of his interview under the las t alphabetical 
divis ion XYZ . Those 4 • • • •  indicate repetition of  what had been said . ] [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 1565) , 2864 : 2 . ] 

112 3 7 . " Called cunj ures down around 
more , Md . , ( 138) , 3 7 : 3 ,  recording bad . ] 

Charlotte , Va . , and "devil head" [ Balt i
[ "Charlotte , Va . "  is a vague reference 

SHORT COLLECTION OF MATERIAL WITH UNDERLINED TITLES 
but fortunately No . 14 7 7  
( p . 4 7 8 , v . l) tells u s  this 
is Charlotte Co . ,  Va . , in 

the center of  Virginia near the N .  Car . line ; Charlotte Court House the county 
seat , population les s than 1000 . As far as I can rememb er ,  this is my only ref
erence to devi l head. What I wro te  at the beginning is a copy of my original 
penc il transcrip t ion made soon after it was collected ; now attached to present 
manuscrip t . ] 

11238 . Here we have ano ther unique term : cunjurin ' rooten doctors ! Once more 
an only example and it means : root doc tors who also do a little conj uring as a 
s ide line ! [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 71) , 19 1 : 4+85 . ] My original transcrip t ion 
in penc il - made a few months after recording and later cros sed out for ink - is 
attached . 

11239 . The root doc tor  regardles s of  his various titles was usually ca l led 
"high man" on Dea l Is land and elsewhere on the Eas tern Shore of Maryland , the 
land between Chesapeake Bay and the Atlant ic Oc ean . There are o ther examples 
of  this name in HOODOO. [Deal Island , Md . ,  ( 10 7 ) , 20 : last item on record . ] 

11240 . S imilar to the preceding high man is high fo lks collected somewhere 
on the Eas tern Shore ; my only example of it  ( informant 130 , cylinder 45 : 1) .  
Original penc il transcrip t ion made at the time attached . 

11241 . S end a letter to  a root doc tor  [ explaining your troubles or ailment ] 
and he will send letter back telling what to do . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 16 ) , 
124 : 2+85 . ] 

11242 . Put the root doc tor ' s  fee down anywhere in the house or  yard , he will 
get it and write a letter thanking you . [ There are a number of  good stories in 
HOODOO about root doc tors collect ing their fees by mys terious methods . Charles
ton , S .  Car . , (504) , 554 : 4 . ] 

11243 . "Year s ago root doc tors were better . "  This is my original no te in 
penc il made from the original cylinder several months after it was recorded in 
19 3 7 . I am now at taching i t  to the f inal manuscript . What informant says is 
�· I met a few oldtime root doc tors , but even they had been influenced by 
commerc ialism and pseudo sc ience . For a mixture of these two , see MY FIRST 
DOCTOR , pp . 9 33- 948 , v . 2 .  [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 309) , 235 : 1+85 . ] 

11244 . This root doc tor  said , "Nobody kin do this but me . "  Roo t  doc tor take s 
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snake out o f  woman but she dies . 
N .  Car . , ( 1 31) , 131 : 13+85 . ]  

People said she had tuberculosis . [Wilmington , 

11245 . When the doctor came he looked at it  [ something vomited ] and told 
my mother she had to move out of the house she was in ; if she didn' t ,  she would 
remain sick . She finally moved .  And when she moved she began to get better . 
[ The fact that the woman improved makes this a piece o f  good psychotherapy . 
Notice the ana lysis based not upon urine or feces but upon vomit ! ]  [ Fredericks
burg , Va . ,  Ediphone , 49 . ]  

11246 . S to ry of girl cunjured to bark like a dog . She go t down on her knees 
and crawled while barking . Old root doctor called in asks for a specimen of  her 
urine . Naturally one glance at the urine told her she was cunj ured . S tory lack
ed details , I did no t transcribe . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 200) , 106 : 2+85 . This 
occurred near New Bern , N. Car . , years befo re I heard it in 19 3 7 . ]  

1124 7 .  "Man gave woman s ome candy to eat but her daughter ate it and took 
s i ck . [Mo ther then took daughter to a root doctor . ]  Roo t  doc to r  says , I saw 

DAUGHTER BECOMES ILL AFTER EATING CANDY GIVEN BY MAN 
TO HER MOTHER - ROOT DOCTOR SAID HE HAD BEEN CALLED 
JUST IN TIME - 3 DAYS LATER SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN DEAD 
HE TOOK A LIVE SCORPION OUT OF HER - RITE VIOLATES  
RULE YOU CANNOT BE  HARMED BY CONJURE NOT INTENDED 
FOR YOU - ROOT DOCTORS HAVE OWN RULES - INTENTION ALL 

you ever since yes te� 
day comin ' [see a lso p . 8 ,  
line 4 4 , for doctor for
seeing patient on the 
road to him] . You jis ' 
been three days later , 
he says , you would lose 
[have los t ]  your daugh

ter. She 's hurt . He put the s corpion in a bot tle after  it was taken out . It 
wasn ' t  for her but for you. This scorpion� had i t  s tayed three days longer� i t  
would have hatched and ki l led the girl . [ This whole s tatement violates the nor
mal belief that you canno t be harmed by hoodoo not intended for you . A few o ther 
violations wi ll be found in HOODOO , but normally the old rule was generally held . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 211) , 11 7 : 2+85 , though this experience happened in S .  Car . ]  

11248 . ( Suppose a person puts a spell on me and that person dies . Can I have 
that spell taken off  any way ? )  

No sir , yo ' will die too . 
( I f  that person dies , I wi ll die too ? )  
You wi ll die . Yo ' won ' t nevah git rid o f  it . 
( The only chance o f  gett ing i t  off  is if the person s till lives ? )  
' Le ss  he lives . 
(What do you call these  people around this part  o f  the country that take the 

spells of f  you?  What do you call them? ) 
Call dem hoodoo . 
( Don ' t they have any root doc tors down here ? )  
Oh , yes , we have root doc tors . One right up de s tree t heah . 
{Well , now , do they get anything from the root doctors ? )  
Oh , yes , he kin tell yo ' [ if you are hurt ] . An '  dem some things [ he can do 

for you ] . He have medicine in roots . 
{Oh , he j us t  makes medicine . )  [He usually does more than that . ]  [ St .  Peters-

burg , Fla . , (9 7 7 ) , 1585 : 1 2 . ] 
11249 . He roomed wi th me . 
{This man that was ill . )  
He roomed wi th me an ' he tole 

he tole me , "Ah kin fix i t  s o  de 

�R DOES NOT TELL WHAT HE DOES 

me that ah had mah - mah luck wuz cPOssed. An '  
rentman won ' t come heah an ' git yore rent . he'll 

fo ' git about yo ' . " An ' so now whut he had 
did ah don ' t know , but anyhow ah paid him . 
[My ques tion los t by turning off machine . ]  
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No , he didn ' t tell me whut he goin ' do . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 2 ) , 1464 : 1 . ] 
11250 . [ Only later did I realize the humorous and ghas tly implication o f  

those  words : a prescription to go to the graveyard! Only once in HOODOO is 
this sort of thing called a prescription ! ]  

Name o f  Magee • • •  
(Who was ? )  
• • • •  name o f  Magee . 
(Who was he , your granddad? )  
My granddad . 
(All right . )  
[ Informant be fore recording s tarted had identi f ied our doctor as his granddad 

( a  word I would not have used) as a man who knew tricks . To make informant re
peat this information to recording machine was the purpose of my quest ions . ]  

And he was sort o f  a fellow that knew somepin about tricks , you know . Well , 
in fact , he used to get - earn part o f  his living like that • • • •  [ in o ther words 

DOCTOR MAGEE DID TELL WHAT HE DID 
THROUGH HIS SON WHO TOLD IT TO HIS SON 
WHO TOLD IT TO ME THE AUTHOR - DOCTOR MAGEE 
HAD GIVEN A LADY A PRESCRIPTION 
TO GO TO THE GRA VEYARD 

he was a doctor . ] 
( I  see . Where did he live ? )  
He lived in New Orleans . 
(Oh ,  he lived in New Orleans . )  
Yeah . 
(All right . )  
And my father always did tell me -

leas tways he would be talking and I would be ' round the house , you know , and he 
said once that granddaddy had - his father had given a lady a prescription to go 
to the graveyard and ge t s ome graveyard dus t .  Well , anyway , her husband - this 
lady was going with another lady ' s  husband and she wanted to f ix this lady so 
that she wouldn ' t be bothered with him • • •  put her on a s ickbed,  and so  . . •  [ cylinder 
change s ]  and so he tells her to go to the graveyard and get  s ome graveyard dus t .  
She had to go be fore sunrise in the morning and get this dus t .  And she brings 
it back and she gets some spiderwebs and spiders and she mixed all this up in a 
little bag • • •  

(Did she ge t the spiders or  the sp iderweb ? )  
She go t the spiderweb s and the spiders too , and this graveyard dus t ,  and she 

put this in a bag and at that t ime , you know , people used these cot ton ticks -
you know , you could open • • •  [ I  interrupt . ]  

( Cotton ticks ? )  
Ticks , yes , and she had slipped this in this woman ' s  bed [by  cut ting the bed

tick cover and s lipping bag into the cotton] . Well , this woman was s leep ing in 
this bed and she - well , it gave her a backs et [a relapse in whatever ailment 
she had ] , you might say .  And this woman stayed in the bed for about three months 
and no doctor [M . D . ] or nothing could do her any good . That ' s - that was back 
trouble .  And so , well this woman - well , her husband didn ' t know what was the 
matter with her , either . And so she had him to come to my granddaddy and he did 
and s tated her case and everything , axed him could he help out any . Well , he 
found out actually how it was , you s ee - he knew all about it , see . Well , and 
he told her he would cure her - i t  [ culprit ] was a friend o f  my mother ' s .  And 
so he told her exactly what to do , and where she would f ind this here [ cunjure ] ;  
right up about , nearly by the pillow . And so she goes there and looks in there 
and there was this dus t and s tu f f  right in up there [4 theres ! ] . 

(What did she do wi th that ? )  
Well , she took this out o f  there and he told her to take this s tuff  and empty 

it out in [ the toilet under another name ] and it would be all gone away . She 
did that and well , there was nothing more about it • • •  [ she recovere d ] . [ Vicks-
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burg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 74) , 1064 : 2 . ] 
11251 . I t ' s  a woman heah from Florida an ' she claim dat she kin do all dese 

things , yo ' know . An' she say if yo ' be  goin ' with a man an ' he don ' love yo ' , 
say she kin make this man love yo ' ; an ' 

I 
DOCTOR CLAIMS POWER IN LOVE MATTERS 

said she ' ll fix it so dat chew kin git 
every penny he makes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 1 3 3 7 ) , 2311 : 3 . ] 
1125 2 .  Go home and read the 109 th P salms , 

a few words from dat every morning . You know how it  read , I guess : Ho ld not, 
thy peaae, 0 God [ thes e  7 words correct ; from King James Version ] thy prayers , 

PSALM 109 - READ EVERY MORNING - DOCTOR DOES RES T  
etc . The 109 th anyhow . 
And in a few moments , j us t  
a few moments after that , 

we had a letter from [ about ] her [ their s is ter ] from the doctors in Goldsboro 
[N . Car . , from the s tate mental ins ti tution ] . We wro te my mo ther a letter that 
she was get ting bet ter , but what did the lady [ root doctor ] do , I can ' t say . 

( She wouldn ' t tell you what she did . )  
No . [ The arrival of  a letter soon af ter a roo t doctor was emp loyed may have 

been a coincidence , or a matter of rout ine , or perhaps root doctor knew a poli
tician who wro te to the s tate asylum for insane at Goldsboro (whatever i ts name) 
asking for a report . At leas t we have here ano ther good piece of therapeutic 
work - Psalm 109 : s top worrying , I ' ll take care of  every thing . ] [Norfolk , Va . ,  
( 46 7 )  ' 465 : 7 .  ] 

1 1 25 3 .  But dis was a 
know any thing about i t . 

neighbor of  mine telling me about it . See , I didn ' t 
And she said she would clean my feet up . Well , like 

YOU GOT ME TOO LATE • • •  I CAN ' T DO YOU ANY GOOD 
children are out playin ' , well 
they raised some excitement , and 
she goes out to quiet these 

children and while she was out , why this woman had taken some of this s tuff you 
speak of from her nails . She didn ' t take enough for her to no t ice that i t  had 
been gone . Then she was taken s ick and s tayed s ick so long , they said , " Get a 
aonju:re doator. " And this man told her , afterwards , says , "Didn ' t you trim your 
nails or scrape your feet sometime ago and a woman was in dere ? "  So she said , 
11Yes . " So he says that woman had taken the s tuff that come off your feet and 
your nails , have taken i t  in the woods and nailed it  up in a hollow tree . And 
be say it left you in trouble but you got me too late , say I aan ' t  do you any 
good. So  she said the woman died . [ There are a numb er of  these hop eless cases 
scattered through HOODOO in which the doator seeing the hopelessnes s of the ill
ness , has to provide an excuse why he canno t help pat ient . ] [Newport News , Va . , 
(485a) , 5 14 : 5 . ] 

1 1 254 . [Part 1 : ] Dere ' s  a rule dat dey work bes t - if yo ' take de young 
.aon - dere ' s  a time when we say de [new ] moon ' s in de bed [ there is ano ther 
example of this in HOODOO ] a growing moon , dat ' s  is yo ' work dese different 

A DOCTOR FROM NEAR WAYCROSS , GEORGIA 
TO LEARN HOODOO - INITIATION - OTHER MATTRESS 

arts to grow s tronger as de moon 
[ grows ] . 
[While machine is stopped I ask 

how he learned this work . ] 
Well , yo ' learn lots of  it  from 
mas ter craftsmen - people , older 

years , done made experiment on do s e  �ime people who have been following it  fo ' 
things an ' know de ones which will wo rk . 

(Are you from Georgia or S outh Carolina? ) 
Mah home in Georgia . 
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(Well , were you ini tiated into the work or did you learn it?  Is there some 
sort of an ini tiation? ) 

Well , dere ' s  s ome certain rules that yo ' should follow an ' shouldn ' t follow , 
some certain things that , as they say :  if you play wi th f ire , yo ' git burned . 
That is , after yo ' go so far it ' s  some things that chew wouldn ' t wanta do fo ' 
da reason dat dere certain things dat worry yo ' . Yo ' would have to carry a cer
tain burden dat chew wouldn ' t wanta carry ; more s o  a burden den yo ' would like 
tuh carry . 

( I  mean there is no ini tiation ceremony ? )  
Well it is a ceremony dat chew kin carry on when yo ' f ixin ' tuh perform yore 

work; certain classes of work , dat is , what ever yo ' gain ' in tuh do , dat chew 
kin carry on a ceremony . nat ' s  right . 

(Well , now , the reason I ask is that s omeone said over in New Orleans , over 
there , that if you wanted to learn to do this kind of  work , they would go 
through some sort of a ceremony ; ini tiate you and you , you know , learn your work.) 

Well , ah don ' t know anything ' bout de ' nit iation . It isn ' t anything about dat , 
but it ' s  j es t  a ceremony . Yo ' go through sompin j es t  lak yo ' consecratin ' yo ' 
s elf , for say ,  a certain thing whut chew gain '  af ter . nere ' s  ways an ' things 
as dat . Now yo ' kin - yo ' say yo ' fas t ,  an ' yo ' take a glas s of  water , an ' yo ' 
lie down or s i t  up in de room wi t chure arm folded to yo ' s elf s o  many hours or 
somp in lak dat . Well , yo ' kin do dat , j es ' consecrate . nat is if yo ' have some 
particular work dat yo ' care to go into . 

( But you don ' t have anyone else working that wi th you? ) 
No , not necessari ly so . Yo ' kin do de work fo ' de person yo ' s elf . 
(No , I mean , when you cons ecrate yourself , s omet imes over in New Orleans when 

they do it - sometimes they will have a lit tle ceremony and an altar and burn 
candles and things . )  

Well , yo ' can do dat , if yo ' wish tuh , yo ' kin burn candles . [Waycross ,  Ga . , 
(1086) ' 1 7 5 6 : 1 . ] 

[Part 2 o f  11254 : The following rite in the interview preceded the discuss ion 
in · Part 1 . ] 

A curse on dat hous e . Well , now , some o f  dose things - dis has been true . 
Ah know dis to b e  true dat yo ' kin do it dis way . Put it in fo ' de Lord . Well , 
yo ' say ,  yo ' s end out dat . You say ,  "Well , In de Name of Jesus Chris t ,  dat s ech 
an ' s ech a thing would b e .  Well , dey [ den ] say ,  " In de Name o f  Jesus Chris t ,  dis 
house ,  dat nobody kin s tay in , an ' it will not prosper . "  Well , yo ' cont inue . 
Yo ' concentrate on dat , but chao say dat , In de Name of Jesus Chris t dat s ech an ' 
s ech a thing shall no t be or  shall be . All right . Well in us ing dat word , den 
about every three verses yo ' us e ,  den yo ' say ,  " Res cue ! Rescue ! Rescue ! "  
nat ' s  a shore sho t fo ' dat . nat ' s  very easy . 

[ Some of doctor ' s  work has already been printed in volume 1 :  No . l2 19 ,  p . 434 ; 
130 3 ,  p . 44 7 ;  No . l33 0 ,  p . 45 2  (my only rite wi th hoecakes on the hearth) ; No . 2443 , 
p . 6 7 7 ;  and No . 26 5 5 , p . 7 2 7 . All these ri tes are f rom Waycross , Ga . ,  (1086 ) , 
this las t one 175 4 : 8 . ] 

11255 . An '  when ah wuz gittin '  roun ' , ' fore ah wuz married , ah mes sed up a 
young girl an ' dey had me in co ' t  an ' mah daddy go t me out of  it . Well , dis 
girl ' s  daddy met mah fathah one day , he says , "Well , yo ' b eat me outa dat case 
but , "  he say ,  "ah ' ve got anothah case yo ' won ' t beat me outa . "  

Mah dad say , "Whut chew talkin ' ' bout ? "  
H e  say ,  "Dat ' s  all right , you ' ll s ee one 
Mah ole man say ,  "Yo ' do s omep in tuh mah 
He say ,  "Ah won ' do nuthin tuh him. " He 

it . "  

day . "  
boy , "  say ,  "ah ' m  gain ' 
say ,  "Yo ' ll s ee it an ' 

kill yo ' . "  
yo ' ll regret 
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An ' ah wuz s leep in '  by mahs elf . 
wuz ' cross from dere , an ' ah wuz on 

Ah wuz in a room an ' mah mothah an '  father 
de bed wit de covah pulled up , up on me ' bout 

INFORMANT AS BOY HAD TROUBLE WITH GIRL - HER FATHER 
THREATENED TO GET EVEN - BOY HAS NIGHTMARE AND LUMP 
APPEARS ON ARM - HIS FATHER TOOK HIM TO OLD WOMAN 
IN AUGUSTA , GEORGIA - SHE GAVE HIM BLACK SALVE TO 
RUB ON ARM 9 MORNINGS - ALSO WHITE STUFF LIKE MILK 
TO DRINK 9 MORNINGS - 9TH MORNING TO VISIT 3 FORK 
ROAD - BACK UP EACH FORK - COME FORWARD EACH FORK 
AS HE STARTS OUT OF FORK ON ROAD HE HAD COME 
THROW ACROSS LEFT SHOULDER LITTLE BALL OLD WOMAN 
HAD GIVEN HIM - THE LUMP WENT DOWN - PART OF IT 
STILL THERE WHEN I SAW IT  IN 1939 - HOODOOED 1929 

so  long up heah [ demon
s t rates ] . 
(How old were you then ? )  
' Bout fo ' teen . 
An '  somp in pulled de covah 
o ffa me an ' ah taken an '  
pull i t  back . Ah thought 
it wuz some of de chillen 
in dere tryin ' tub scare 
me . Pulled de covah o ffa 
me s everal time - pulled 
de covah o ffa de third 
time an ' ah say , "Heah , 

quit pullin ' dat covah o ffa me . "  Pulled it  offa me ag ' in an ' laid me out . Ah 
said , "Yo ' git a whipp in ' if yo ' don ' git 'way from me . "  An ' de time ah says 
dat , dere somp in struck me resemblin '  a pin ,  an ' when it s truck me , ah j umped an ' 
turn ovah . An ' when ah j umped an ' turn ovah , dere it wuz , de shape of somp in in 
de cornah lean ovah me j es '  lak dis , but ah couldn ' t discovah whut it wuz , but 
it  was shap e  lak a man . An ' den ah hollahed an ' de ole man come aroun ' wit de 
lamp . Dere nuthin dere . An ' in five minutes ah wuzn ' t normal mah size . Mah 
arm j es '  roun ' as [ demons trates ] dis heah [ shows me his bare arm] . 

( Right there , oh yes . )  
[ I  failed to describe what I saw .  Was it worth descr ib ing ? )  

Well , he took me and carried me down in Georgia , tub Augus ta , Ga . Went tub 
a lady down dere , a ole lady .  She tole him ,  said , "Yes , dey git  him . " She  said , 
"Ah kin he ' p  him . " She said , "But i t  will co s t  yo ' $50 . "  

Mah ole [man ] said , "All right , yo ' s t raighten him out . "  
She tole him - she gave him some s tuff - it was real black . Look lak shoe 

polish in a box.  She tole him • • •  [ I  interrup t . ] 
(Was it a salve ? )  
Yeah , a salve- lak . But i t  felt lak i t  wuz grit in it . She said , "Rub him 

nine mawnin ' s  wit dat salve . "  An ' she give him some white s tuff look lak milk 
in a bottle . She tole him ,  ah wuz j es '  tub drink dat nine mawnin ' s .  An '  de 
ninth mawnin ' tub carry me tub three fo ' ks of de road an ' walk three fo ' ks o f  
d e  road backwards , i n  every fo ' k ,  an ' walk three s traight farwards , an ' when ah 
s tarted out de way ah come , throw it  cross  mah left shoulder an ' don ' look back . 

(What would you throw acros s  your shoulder ? )  
She give me a lil ' ball - a lil ' round ball an ' tolt me tub carry dat , an ' 

throw dat ' cros s  mah left shoulder . Ah did dat an ' so  ah [ the lump on him]  went 
down tub dere , see  [ demons trates ] . 

( The lump did go down? ) 
Yessuh , de lump went down . 
( That was when you were fourteen years old? ) 
Yes . 
{Bow long ago was that - ten years ago ? )  
Yessuh ,  ab out ten yeahs ago . Ah wuz married in 19 30 . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1392 ) , 2500 : 1 . ] 
11256 . Now dis was a hurt. An ' she was taken s ick with her s tomach and her 

sta.ach swole up , and we had a mediaine doator at firs t , and he didn ' t seem to 
� her no good , and she s tayed s ick about three months . My mother , she - another 
olcl lady , you know , come dere , and told her , "Ah know a lady could do your girl 
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good . "  And she as ked her who it  was and she told her , a lady named Mary Groom 

THIS SELECTION HAS 2 PARTS : (1) HER STO�CH SWOLE 
UP . . .  MEDICINE DOCTOR . . .  DIDN ' T  DO HER NO GOOD - FOUND 
OLE LADY - DUG UP ROOT KING OF DE WORLD - WHI SKEY 
ADDED - COULD SEE THESE THINGS . . .  RUNNING . • •  UP AND 
DOWN HER FLESH - COULD TAKE A PIN . . •  STICK IN HER . . .  
SHE WOULDN 'T FLINCH - SHE VOMITED MAGGOT S - CURED 
(2)  INFORMANT ' S  SISTER HAD SPELL - MEDICINE DOCTOR 
[M . D . ] • • •  DIDN ' T  DO HER NO GOOD - OLE LADY DIGS UP 
ROOT "LONE WORKER" [ ONLY EXAMPLE IN HOODOO ] - USE S 
S ILVER DIME SCRAPINGS IN SWEET MILK - AND POULTICE 
OF RED CLOUD PEAS - DIS POISON IN YOU • • .  KILL YOU 
IF IT DON 'T COME OUT - FROG AND S CORPION CAME OUT 

[or ] Grun . 
(What was the name? ) 
Mary Groom. 
(Here in Newport ? )  
No , in North Ca ' lina . 
( Oh ,  you are from North 
Carolina . ) 
Uh-huh . 
(Where did this happen in 
Nor th Carolina , wha t town? ) 
In Tarville . 
( Oh ,  in Tarville . )  [ I f  
Tarville s t ill exis ts , 
i t  dews no t have a pos t

o f f ice . There is a Tar Heel in the Dennison ZIP CODE DIRECTORY , copyright 19 6 8 . ]  
And she went and go t de old lady and she come dere and she examined de girl , 

my s is ter . And she went on dere and she s eed , you know , what was de matter with 
her . And she told my mo ther , says s omebody had hurt her . She said she b een 
des ired by a boy and de boy was going wi th another girl , and de girl give de 
boy s ome whis key and told de boy to give i t  to my s is ter . Well my s is ter had 
taken de wh is key and she drank i t , dranken de whiskey . Well , ever what it  was 
dat was in de whiskey , go t all in her flesh and she lay in de b ed . And de doc
tor [ M . D . ] s ay her eyes was bad and [ they ] b ough t her glas s es and [ he ] did every
thing , you know , he could for us . De old lady told my pappa , she says , "You 
give me $25 and I will cure dis girl . "  He went and got de $25  and give de lady 
and she went to work.  And she went in de woods and go t s ome roots , dug ' em up . 
And she told we all ' twas King of de Wor ld ,  and told him [ father ] to get a half 
pint of  whiskey and b reak it [ roo ts ] up in dat whiskey . I t  was j es '  about lak 
dat s tem dataway , about like dis - about dat s ize [ demons trates ] .  

(About a quarter o f  an inch thick . )  
Uh-huh and he b roken i t  up in lit tle pieces about like dis and put it in de 

whiskey , and taken de whiskey , a small whiskey glas s , and give her a whiskey 
glass ful every morning . Well , [ after ] she been given dat , you could s ee des e 
things j es '  runnin ' all up an ' down her flesh . An ' yo ' could take a p in an ' 
s t ick in her , right down in her , an ' she wouldn ' t flinch - j es '  like she was 
dead . An ' she lie dere den a long time . 

Ah ' m  goin ' tell how i t  was , good or  bad . I am goin ' to tell yo ' all of  it . 
(Oh ,  yes , tell me the whole thing - anything you want to say - go the limit . )  
An ' she ' d  taken it  an ' about Thanks giving morning de lady come back again 

an ' as k how she feels . She told her she was no t feelin ' so  good . She tell her , 
"Well you keep atakin ' dat medicine . "  She says , "What ' s  in you goin ' come out . "  
She tell mamma ,  "Don ' t you let [her ] go to no lavatory . You let [her ] us e de 
pot . "  And she let her us e de po t and she use de po t and she would vomit . She 
would vomit things j es '  like maggots . De lady told her i t  was maggots . Dat ' s  
what she told her . She told her dere was nes ts o f  ' em an ' she was goin ' to get 
dat out of  her , too . And af ter while one morning she go t up to de pot , and she 
us e ,  and she come to s t raining and s t raining , j es '  as training . And she go t up 
an ' she take de s tuf f back out - de girl couldn ' t [ could scarcely ] carry de po t 
out [ o f  the hous e ] .  Well , all of  us got  exc i ted you know soon as she told us 
what was in dere . Well she ' d  taken de po t and carried it out and in it was a 
piece of  whi te s tuff , sompin like a piece o f  fat meat . An ' my mo ther says b efore 
ah put my hand on it  ah should pour i t  [ p iece o f  fat meat ] on d e  ground , an ' 
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clean it  with water an ' wash i t  o f f  an ' take i t  up , an ' you know , give i t  to  de 
lady . She , we [went ] along , an ' poured it  out and [ the liquid ] sank in de eart ' , 
it went down in it - in de eart ' . After dat come out o f  her , well she got up 
den and could walk around . She couldn ' t even walk with it  [ before ] . And she 
got well and now weighs about 200 pounds . 

( She actually got well . )  
Certainly she got well and she really was dat way . [ 5 10 : 1 . ] 
Well , ah tell you about my spell . It  was about two years ago . Ah went to a 

party , a girl ' s ,  and de [ they ] pas sed wine , and she give me de wine an ' ah drank 
it . Ah went back home and ah was taken s i ck an ' ah s tayed s i ck about three 
months , wasn ' t  able to do nothing . Doctor [M . D . ] was ' tendin ' me every day and 
everything . Seemed like everything he give me was agains t me . Ah ' d  get wors e  
and wors e . H e  tole me to go t o  d e  hosp ital and ah wouldn ' t decide to go to de 
hospital becaus e ah didn ' t bel ieve ah was naturally s ick .  And ah s tayed roun' 
home and s tayed , and everybody told me , said , "Lady , you ought to go to  de hos
pital and be operated on . Mayb e you got ' pendicitis . "  Ah said , "No , ah don ' t 
believe ah got no ' pendicitis . "  Well , ah worried and worried and worried and 
worried [ thes e 4 worriedS are Shakespearian ! ] .  And ah was s taying with a lady 
named - de same lady we was talking about - and she says , "Mary , ah wish you ' d 
go to  de ho spi tal . "  Ah sai d ,  "No , Jiss Jenkins ah ' m  goin '  try ano ther do ctor . "  
And ah said , "My s is ter was s ick one time and we had a medicine doctor and he 
didn ' t do her no good . "  Ah said , "Now it seems ah got somepin someone want me 
to have" [ s omeone had put a spell on her ] . She said , "Oh no , maybe not de same 
thing . Maybe you got ' pendicitis . "  Ah sai d ,  "No I ain ' t . "  Well , ah got me 
some money , and wrote home to my people to send me some money , and ah took it 
to a ole lady named - ah forget her name , but she s tayed dere - ah forget where 
she s tayed [ here in Newport News ] but she is not here now . And she gave me - de 
woman got some [ herb called ] "lone worker" [my only example of this root ! ] .  

Well , it  grows in de wood , a little low bush , and she dug it  up and made me 
some medicine out o f  it . And I ' d  taken dat . I ' d taken it for awhile and she 
[ told ] me to get me a s i lver dime and a file and grate dat dime , and take it 
[ gratings ] in a p int of sweet milk . And after I ' d  taken it , to get me some Red 
Cloud peas [Red Cloud a brand name? ] and get me some [ kind o f ]  poultice . I t  
[poult ice ] come i n  a l i t tle flat can box ab out dat high [ demons trates ] .  You buy 
it in de drug s tore - 1 8¢ . And I ' d  got dat and taken dat and taken de o ther 
.edic ine too . Well , when I ' d  taken de dime , I could feel , you know , somp in j es ' 

going backwards and forwards , all j es '  in me . And she told me , you j es '  keep on 
takin ' it and wait awhile and nature will take care o f  it . Ah think [ to ] myself , 
"Dat old lady don ' t know what she do in ' . She can ' t cure nobody . Ah ' m  j es '  goin ' 
to die anyhow . "  When she come back to see me , she told me what I sayed about her . 
She said , "You don ' t think I ' m  go ing to  cure you , do you ? "  Ah said , "Ah don ' t 
know , don ' t s eem l ike to  me dat it done me any good . "  

(What did she say to  you then , when you told her that you didn ' t believe in 
her ? )  

She tell me , "You don ' t believe me because d e  medic ine i s  so  s low ;  but what ' s 
in you , you have to  go s low to get it  out of you . I ' ve had to go s low. " Ah 
said , " I  want to get well right away . "  She say ,  "Well it be somet ime before you 
get well , ' caus e you got some poison , in some whiskey or wine it was . "  Ah said , 
•Ah haven ' t got no wine . "  She said , "Did you go to a party on Wash Avenue ?" Ah 
said , "Yeah , ah certainly did . "  She said , "Didn ' t somebody look in de wardrobe 
and get you some wine ? "  Ah said , 11Yeah , dat 1 s what dey did . "  �, I know she 
vasn ' t  dere . She didn ' t know nobody or didn ' t see nobody to tell her. [ There 
are many examples in HOODOO of doctors who kep t their ears to the ground for  all 
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news floating about in the air . ] Ah s ay ,  "Yeah dey did . "  [ She s aid ] "Dat ' s 
when you got dis poison in you . I t ' s gona kill you if i t  don ' t come outa you , " 
she s aid , "but you don ' t b elieve in dat . "  She s aid , "Ah ' m  goin ' to tell you 
somepin . You can ' t get up , can you? "  Ah told her no , ah couldn ' t .  Ah thought 
ah could . Wel l , she to ld me to get up . Ah got up and went in de dining room 
and got me some water and come back in de b ed . She s aid , "Jes ' like you got 
up , j is '  like something go in ' come out o f  you . " Ah s aid , "Dere ain ' t nothin ' in 
me . "  She said , "What ' s  dat moving in yuh ? "  Ah s aid , "Ah don ' t know . "  She said , 
"Thursday morning you get up and get de pot  and use i t , and don ' t you look in de 
pot .  Get someone else to  look b ecause it  may scare you . "  Well , you know , ah 
wanta s ee anything come out o f  me mys elf so ah knows . And ah looked in de pot  
and dere was a frog in dere . Looked like a fro g .  And she told me i t  was a fro g ,  
and a scorpion about dat long with a red head to i t . She got dat out me . But 
ah know dat somepin can be done to p eople . Dat was about three  years ago [ 1 9 34 ] . 
[Newport News , Va . , (483) , 510 : 2 . ] 

112 5 7 .  [ The following document and the one preceding i t , mentioned later , are 
o f  social s igni f icance , the effect o f  hoodoo on mornings and family relationships . 
This woman was merely one o f  many informants who could express herself fluently 
and idiomatically . ]  

The next experience that I had , I had a vis i tor to come to see me ; a daughter 
[husband ' s ]  from Detro i t  and a daughter [husband ' s ]  from New Orleans , and a new
phew [husband ' s ]  and a [his ] girl friend . After they lef t ,  they made the remark , 
"If  i t ' s  the last thing we could do , we go in '  to s ee her los ing her home and not 

TWO HOODOO DOCTORS - ONE WHITE AND OTHER BLACK 
APPEAR HERE AND IN INFORMANT ' S  PRECEDING RITE 
SHOULD READ FIRST - RITE 9 75 ,  PAGES 36 9-37 2 

living with our father . "  
Mah husband - ah am his fo ' th 
wife - he has three s ets of  
children . 
They gets their younges t s is

ter - they would get the ingredi ents o f  what dey call go powder or  get away 
powder. This go powder would be placed on mah front porch and burned . I t  would 
leave a white acid spo t  on de f loor . Dat didn ' t s e em to make me go . They went 
an ' go t a o il an ' po ' d  it at mah front gate - ah kep t in touch with all of this 
work as they were going along . 

(What did they call this o il ,  did they have a name for that? )  
Well , the o il ,  as the get away powder didn ' t work , they got what they call de 

get away oi l - a l iquid o i l  so  that they could pour it  and it  would git  on de 
ground so  I would walk on it . Don ' t chew s ee ,  that carried it  in de hous e ,  and 
to  be confused with i t  in there to git it  on mah feet when ah ' d  pull mah shoes 
o f f . 

Well , that didn ' t s eem to work very much . They got a ole whi t e  woman [hoodoo 
doctor ] to come to mah hous e at the abs ence of me in the pres ence of  mah husband . 
She poured a liquid - s omething looks like lead melted - ah don ' t know the name 
of  i t  [quicks ilver ? ] ,  but she poured that on de f loor . And that was poured on de 
floor that I would have f ive years of  hard luck there - that I would be defeated 
finishing paying for that home - that everything , every effort I made I would b e  
defeated i n  i t , because I was determined t o  pay f o r  it . 

Well , after doing that they found I had begin to drif t ,  b egin to los e  interes t 
in the home - begin to los e  interes t in everything . Then the p erson of itself 
and the daughter had go t in a conversation together , from whom I had bought -
bargained to buy de place . She gave me a warranted deed , and this warranted deed 
s tated that there was no lien ,  no incumb erance on the said property that ' s  locat
ed at the corner of S t . Peter S treet and Plum S treet . I paid on that warranted 
deed , b elieved the s tatement af ter having two lawyers to  examine the pap ers . 
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They s tated that i t  was all right . 
Going on through this daughter and the individual that I bought from , they did 

something , ah don ' t know what it was , but ah became confus ed and left  home and 
went to New York . Jes t p icked right up and taken mah j ewelry and went on up to 
New York . Ah s tayed up there three months and three days . On the 27th day of 
June ah had a j ob working fo ' Dr . Friedman on 90th and Broadway . Ah was lying 
on de bed an ' - it was a Fr iday . 

(What year was this ? )  
That was las t year . 
( 19 3 7 . )  
19 3 7 . Ah got up and ah said to the madam of the hous e ,  ah said , "Ah ' m  going 

home , mah mind leads me tuh go home . "  I had got a letter that day and that 
let ter , it j es '  looked like to me - i t  worked me up j es '  in de mood to leave . 
I couldn ' t unders tand why i t  was . I t  was nuthin wrote on the letter that was 
confused but only the letter s aid like this : 

Dear Elsie : 
When I sit on the front porch each day ah think of you and the 

chi ldren - i t  makes me fee l  so b lue, unti l I fee l  like screaming . 

Well dat letter j es t  worked me all up . 
(Who wro te this letter ? )  
Mah husband wrote the letter but the daughter done d e  fixing t o  the letter . 

Whatever they done to that letter confus ed me so that I had to come home . 
My money that I made [ author interrupts ] . 
( That was your s tepdaughter? )  
That was mah s t epchild . The money that ah made - ah bought mahself $ 1 . 2 7 

dress - ah made $ 34 7 . 80 .  Ah had that much bes ides paying mah bus fare and mah 
two other children ' s bus fare . I come back home and turned that money over to  
.ah husband . Ins tead of him paying the money on that p lace - yo ' see that how 
ah was hardtimed all de way through . I t  was unders tooden between the daughter , 
the person that ah bought it from, and the husband - to overthrow me in mah way , 
to defeat me of the home . He didn ' t pay it , he j es t  done away with it . When 
ah as t him ab out it , he j es t  put me off and ah never could get any information . 

So ah became grevious . Ah goes back to this same person [black doctor ] that 
ah carried these first  things to [ in rite 9 75 ,  pp . 369- 3 7 2 ] .  Ah said to her ,  ah 
said , "Pleas e mam, tell me wha t  is the trouble with me that I am defeated in 
everything that I put forth efforts to try to exis t to make a living . "  

She says , "You have fought a good fight . "  She says , "Yo ' goin ' tuh be defeat
ed ,  yo ' goin '  tuh be put out of doors . That ' s  the very bes t  you can do because 
the things that they have done is to turn everybody agains t chew , not to believe 
your s tatements of  whut chew say ;  whut yo ' would tell ' em when you would go to 
· � ,  that chew can ' t keep a j ob an ' yo ' can ' t keep any money . "  

Ah could have . Ah have had as much as $ 2 5 . I t  would go away from me , and in 
three days . Ah couldn ' t tell whut that money was spent for . 

She said , "Yo ' are fixed so that every thing , -=a:.::l:.::l;.....;:;d:.::e�m;.;;o..=n;.;;e�y__;;;;a;.::n;.,.'--::e;.;.v-=e:.::r._y..;;t;.::h;.::i;.::ng-...._y-=o-' lit will go away from yo ' an ' yo ' can ' t tell what it ' s  goin ' fo ' . "  
Part of it ah ' d  give i t  to him - give i t  to mah s is ters . Ah would buy things 

�th it . Ah j es t  des troy i t . 
Through the year unt il Novemb er ,  that same t roub le of las t year that I was 

l!aving - I go to the party that I had bought from and ah said t o  her , I s ays , " I  
can' t cont inue - couldn ' t  no longer cont inue to pay yo ' on this property until yo ' 
so an '  s traighten yore taxes up . Ah have b een smart enough to find by the Home 
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Owners Loan that chew had a mortgage on it . "  And ah said , "You have go t the 
b igges t po ' tion of the money , which leaves me a small sum. " Ah say ,  "You owes 
$ 2 76 . 6 7 . "  Ah says , "Ah owes yo ' $ 325 . "  Ah said , "When ah ' d  gone today to the 
tax o f f ice , de man down there refus es to take mah money . "  Ah said , "Now , let 
us get together as friends , go down and pay thos e taxes off , "  and ah says , "an '  
yo ' turn the Home Owners Loan over t o  me that ah kin continue mah payments ,  that 
I would have a clear title according to yore warranty deed dat yo ' gave me . "  Ah 
said , " Then ah kin pro ceed to pay yo ' . " 

She says , "Well , all right ah ' ll go . "  
She went off  and she brought me back a verbally s tatement . You see , mah hus

band , the s t epdaughter and de woman all unders tood each other . So she came back 
and brought me a verbally s tatement . 

The s tatement was this : "Mr . Tooart said that the County and S tate taxes was 
mo ' important to pay then the city tax . " 

Ah said , "Well , ah don ' t keer whut Mr . Tuart says . "  
( Truehart ? )  
Tooart - ah don ' t know how to sp ell it . He ' s  a tax man . 
So she said to me - ah said , "Ah don ' t care what Mr . Tooart says to you , "  ah 

says , " it is necessary for all taxes to b e  paid to b e  a loyal citizen . " Ah says , 
"And that ' s  why we pay our taxes - that our city kin b e  properly cared fo ' and 
our s chool funds can be rais ed for our children to go to s chool , "  and ah s ays , 
" ah b elieve in doing the things that ' s  right . "  ' Now , " I say ,  " if he tells you 
that it ' s  more - one tax is more valuable to pay than the other - they all are 
valuable the same way . "  

Ah said , "Now , ah can ' t pay you any money until you do this - unt il you turn 
this Home Owners Loan over to me and let us go and pay the taxes . I have the 
money to pay you . " 

So she shut her mouth and talked with mah husband and this [ s t ep ] daughter . 
They let it  Pot on f rom Novemb er up unt il the 5 th of  February . She never 

said anything at all to me whut was her intent ion . She then , when ah came in on 
Sat ' day afternoon which was the 5 th day of February - a neighbor called me as I 
was pass ' n  by , she called me by name , she said , "Do you know you are write up in 
de papers in Mob ile [newspaper] ? "  

[ I ]  tole her , "No , "  I says , " it ' s  good thing , "  I says , " that ah am . "  
She says , "Yore p lace is to be sold on the 2 8th day of this month for cash to 

the highes t bidder . "  
Ah said , "Where is it ? "  
She said , "Do you take Th e  FPess ? "  
Ah say ,  "Ah do . "  
Ah goes on home and I look in it and ah found it and ah read it . 
Ah goes to her and ah says , "Belle , "  I says , "ah don ' t feel that you have 

treated me right . "  Ah said , "Ah give you mah money three months in advance , "  
said , "me and mah chillun didn ' t even have their gruel cooked on Friday - didn ' t 
even have wood [ to cook it ] - to pay yo ' ,  an ' ah advanced yo ' three months at 
de t ime . "  And ah s ays , "However , if you f eel that chew dealt s quare with me by 
treat ing me that way , it ' s  all right . "  

I then l eaves her and ah goes downtown . To show you how ah have b een ac tually 
defeated every way . Ah come back home . When ah come back home , it was something 
spreaded - ah didn ' t git back home till late . When ah go t back there ah felt 
dub ious about something , and i t  looked like to me it was a latta white b each 
sand - sand that come off  near a creek where it was real clean - spreaded all 
over de gallery [porch ] . And as I walked up on the gallery ah b egin to do mah 
feet that way [ s crapes her feet ] - it was s o  thick on mah feet - s crape mah feet 
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and ah went on in de house . And ah said to mah husband , 
thing goin ' on wrong s ince ah left here and went to  town 
death . " So  ah didn ' t say anything else to him . 

He said , "What did you learn when you went down town? " 

ah says , "There ' s  some
ah ' m  j es t  confused to 

Ah said , "Ah went down there to Lawyer Gaston [ ? ]  and Gostrom [ ? ] ,  an ' they 
told me that they had come in touch wi th Mr . Vickers , the Home Owners laywer , 
and he had stated to them that ah would have to pay $40 7 . 2 5  or els e the fore
closure would be offered on the 2 8 th day of this month . "  

He [husband ] said , "That ' s  funny . " He said , "Well , ah 
yore j ust dess erts . You ' ve been def eated in everything . 
clothes and ah ' m  goin '  ovah there . "  

( Going where? ) 

guess  you have go t 
Ah ' m  goin ' take mah 

He ' s  going over the bay - over to  Locks ley , over at Dafney - " I ' m  goin ' ovah 
the bay . " So he did . 

So  this morning - after they had treated me like they did , and ah was defeated 
and all of mah lawyers and everything with the disadvantages that they had on me , 
that they had turned their backs agains t me - this morning , ah had a barn in de 
back yard was 10xl5 feet . Ah s ent mah brother word , tole him to come an ' tear 
the barn down , take it o ff . So he came to tear the barn down to take it off . 

To prove all the statements of the advantages she had been taking , she came 
out this morning and emp t ied i t  all open to me - tole me right to mah face . She 
walked out to him and she said , "Have the law give yo ' permiss ion to tear dat 
barn down? " 

He say , "What chew talking about ? "  
An '  ah was looking out o f  the window , the kitchen window and ah could see her 

out there . So ah walked out and ah said , "Good morning , "  ah said , "what is it  
al l  about ? "  

She ' lowed [ allowed = declared her opinion or intention ] ,  "Heah yo ' come t o  
interfere . You cannot take anything out o f  that house . You cannot take anything 
offa this property . I t ' s  orders by the law . And if you do , you ' ll be dead , "  she 
says , "damned and will live less than 24 hours , becaus e whom ah got working fo ' 
ae determined to kill yo ' ,  if ah can ' t git chew outa dis hous e by law . " 

Ah looked at her and ah says to her , I says , "Now , ah ' ll tell you one thing , "  
ah said , "for the respect that ah have for mah brother and mah children , " ah said, 
"ah ' ll see you an ' all yo ' cohorts in hell an ' me pis s in '  on top of yo ' , "  ah says, 
�efo ' ah ' m  goin ' be  actually defeated in everythin ' ah do . "  Ah says , "Ah still 
have a chance . "  I says , "Ah ' ms not a tramp , ah ' ms a citizen . " An ' ah says , "Now 
yo ' have come out verbally an ' told me whut yo ' int ends to do and whut yo ' has 
tole me an ' all of yore advantages . "  Ah says , "Tear de barn down , " ah says , 
"ah ' ll stand de consequences . "  

So he toe [ tore ] de barn down and when he lef t ,  she commenc e takin ' some thin ' 
in her hand [ demonstrates ] that way throwing at him . She says , "Well , if yo ' 
don' t  die , he will . " 

Ah says , " By God , ah come from a family of  fo lks that lives from 7 5  to 115 
an' , "  ah said , "ah ' ll live that long too . "  

So ah ' ve been defeated in everything through the advantages that they have 
�en of  me . Ah can ' t git  nuthin . Today I hasn ' t got one penny in de world . 

(What is the outcome o f  that s t ory - what happ ened to  the property , then? ) 
The property - they supposed to put me out doors Monday morning . 
(This happened recent ly ? ) 
This j es '  happened today - happening today - working up to Monday ab 'm sup

posed to put out Monday . 
(Then your s tory about your husband leaving goes on to  this story? ) [Her 



4166 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

husband ' s  leaving is a separate s tory . Where is it ? ] 
Goes right on to the same thing . Yo ' see , his advantage was to make me 

leave . 
(He was also trying to make you leave . )  
He was the real obj ect [ ins tigato r ]  of  it all . He was to make me leave , don ' 

yo ' see ; den before de foreclosure was , that he could have it to say that ah 
walked o f f  an ' le ft  him . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 3 ) , 93 3 : 1 . ] 

11258 . [ The beginning of  this interview has already been published in pages 
1515-151 7 ,  volume 2 .  S ince that selection contained only 1 1 / 2  pages of text , 
I have decided to reprint it here as its proper place , thus giving the complete 
interview ,  even its former introductory paragraph . ]  

DOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK , VIRGINIA 
COMPLETE INTERVIEW - UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE 

[Here is one of  those  li ttle b lack Buz 
zards pretending to be the fabulous 
Doctor Buzzard himself (p . l417 , line 2 ) . 
He , informant 464 , also makes one o f  

those  great entrances ment ioned in the INTRODUCTION - enters , says no thing , walks 
up to his s ide of the interviewing table , and then b lows f lames of f ire out of  
his mouth at me . A no te of  mine reads , "Wore a beret - a queer bird ! "  Another 
note of mine reports : "Thurs day , June 10 , 193 7 - No . 464 - Doctor J . D .  Buzzard 
[ o r ] Doctor Alayoon Buzzard - 800 Linco ln S t . ,  Norfolk" - Nwnbers Book 442-6 2 1 . 

Doctor Buzzard ' s consultation technique will be found on pp . 30 7-321 , especially 
margin title , YOU DON ' T HAVE TO TELL ME , p . 3 16 f . S ince o f f ice hours kep t him 
from s taying very long ( ! ) , his material is on cyl inders 453 : 6-456 : 1 2 . ] 

(My man [ contact man Carter ] was telling me that you have a very nice o f f ice . )  
I have . 
(Well , when these people come in - go to you - do they tell you their diffi-

culties and you help them? ) 
No , I tell them . 
(Oh ,  you tell them . I see , they j us t  come in and they don ' t say anything . )  
Don ' t say anything . I j us t  tell them what they want when they come in . 
(And then you know j us t  how to take care of  each case , what to give in each 

particular case . )  
Ab solutely . 
( Do you have special o f f ice hours o r ? )  
Nine t o  eleven - two t o  five . But today , on account o f  it being Thursday , the 

[ Something ] S treet o f f ices are clo s ed after twelve o ' clock , so I got to get there 
and tell the people ' fore twelve o ' clock . 

( Do you make any medicines ? )  
I do . I make a tonic for the body funct ions - diges tion , dige s t  all into the 

body . Go es to the liver , the kidneys , the bladder , you s tomach , your blood and 
your bowels - to eradicate cons tipation . And also make a wine tonic medicine -
a very good medicine to bring you vitality . You know , medicine is on the form 
of  vitamin A and vitamin B - regis tered in New York City under seal No . 7 393 , 
pass ed the Pure Food and Drug Law of  June 6 ,  1906 . 

Course there are three bet ter , three greater than I am - that Aunt Carolina 
Dyer . 

[ For  Caroline Dyer , s ee MADAM COLLINS o f  Memphis , p . l023 , lines 3lf . ] 
(Where does she l ive ? Dial ? )  
Dayer . She ' s  in Algiers - the ruling queen of  our class . 
(Where does she live ? )  
Algiers . That ' s  where we will hold our convent ion . 
( Supp ose a fellow is go ing out to get a j ob .  Is there anything he can do 
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especially to get a j ob ? )  
Lodes tone i s  one o f  the bes t things - and Adam-and-Eve . H e  can carry i t  in 

his pocket . 
(When you make gamb ling hands ? )  
[You take ] lodes tone , one s ilver dime , High John the Conquer , Adam-and-Eve , 

anvi l dust and nine Victrola needles . Then keep it soaked in Hearts Cologne and 
don ' t let nobody touch it . Keep it in your own pocke t where you have your money 
you gamb le with . You don ' t ever use quicksilver [ tin foil or s crap ings from 
mirror back ] in there . 

Carry the right hand little finger in their pocket . 
(Oh ,  the little finger o f  the right hand . )  
Little finger bone . 
(Well , what can you do with that particular bone ? )  
That bone i s  a bone to  keep evil spirits away - s o  they claim .  Now get this , 

I ' m making it plain now - s o  they claim .  Now , I ' ve had contact with dif ferent 
places and I - I ' ll make it , " S o  the res t claim,  not me . "  Because if I can ' t be 
right , unders tand , I don ' t want to  talk with you at  all . What they claim, not 
me . 

(Well , what do they claim? What about i t ? ) 
Claim it will keep evil spirits away , remove your enemies  and bring bet ter 

conditions to you environment . 
When a baby is coming up in a lot o f  these countries , there ' s  a snake will 

always come where that baby at . And as long as that baby plays with that snake 
that snake will not unharm [harm] the baby , you either . But if anything kill 
that snake , he ' s  liab le to call the undertaker for the baby . 

( The baby will die , too . )  
[ This snake and baby supers tition is usually connected with food , especially 

milk - see FACI , 2ed . , pp . 6 2- 6 3 ,  Nos . 15 71- 15 7 2 . ] 
[How do you ] (keep the law from the hous e ? ) 
That ' s  easy - 35 cents , that what it cos t . It ' s  easy to collect $50 for 

that . Go to the drug s tore and get a bottle o f  rhubarb [ liquid preparat ion ] .  
Go to your kitchen and get bicarbonate o f  s oda , which is nothing but plain baking 
soda .  Take the bottle o f  rhubarb and p lain baking s oda and ten dimes and cuss 
God with them and read John 3 : 16 [ "For God s o  loved the world , that he gave his 
only begot ten son • • • •  " ] . And j us t  take the [ b less ed ] water and sprinkle it in 
your front door and back door , and the law can ' t come in . 

( That actually will work . ) 
Actually works . 
(That you ' d get a small fine , or get o f f , anything of  that sort ? )  
Ain ' t no fines in anything what I use - walk in and walk out . I us e Ad� 

and-Eve - Husom and Bousum. 
(What ? )  
Husom and Bous um - hang ' em and s t rangle ' em and mas ter ' em - put ' em in a 

R9UCh with nine needles and nine pins and Black Eagle - that ' s  lodes tone . Keep 
it in your pocke t and no j udge can s entence you .  

(Well , now , suppose you tell me s ome ways people s ay ,  or that they c an  harm 
you in s ome ways . Suppose s omeone was trying to harm you , what would you say ? )  

I n  speaking o f  harming me , through my natural experience o f  5 1  years work. 
born in Abbadaba [Addis Abab a ] , Ethiopia , reared in South Carolina . KNOQI AS 0� 
�F THE MOST NOTORIOUS ROOT DOCTORS OF THE WORLD TODAY,  in other words • known as 
Dr. Buzzard • • • •  ! was in Charleston when [ I  stop machine . Twice I s topped machine 
to bring him back to the point . I had not yet leanzed, perhaps never learned, 
t:hat the "dcator" himse lf is as important as his rites ! ]  
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There ' s  several ways that a person can harm you .  Then , in o ther words , there 's 
s everal ways that people say they can harm you ,  you cannot be harmed . The foot
track [ I  had probably ment ioned it as a po s s ible source of harm] you canno t� 

harmed by it . Mus t  be something in the personal body ,  sweat on the arm o f  the 
shirt [armpit ] ,  the cro tch of the underwear , the sole o f  the sock , hair from the 
head [ thes e ]  can be used in a way to harm , which has been proven . Why ? Because 
in the natural experience o f  my owns elf , I know . Jus t now , I ' m go ing to [ s ome
where - his office? ] .  S ee , like I tole you [before recording b egan ] I had to be 
[ somewhere ] .  [To say that he was on his way to see a pat ient at home or in 
his office was an occas ional safety valve for some o f  the dOctors . It provided 
an excus e to depart quickly , if  he b ecame suspicious ab out my intent ions . In 
the present case I think he was on his way to his office and then to the case 
that follows . ]  I ' m going out there on a case this  afternoon . The mo ther 35 
years old , the daughter 18 , [ the mother ] married to a husband 21 years old . 
The daughter i s  put tin '  the mother out of the way in order to get the stepfather , 
and she is using the hair from the mother ' s  head . 

(What is she do ing with it ? )  
B y  us ing it in a sap tree - in other words , each and everybody knows what a 

sap tree is - placing it in there with a peg , nine mornings straight hitting it , 
the ninth morning she runs the mo ther crazy - no t dead , crazy . 

(Well , now , how would you handle a case of that kind ? )  
Take a case o f  that kind , it ' s  only one thing you kin do , that ' s  g o  into the 

woods and get : mandrakes , Indian turnip , olive leaf , S ampson roo t snakeroo t  
[ Samp son snakeroot ? ] and rat t lesnake [ root ] .  Taking those root s  and comb ining 
them together and taking what is called the magic crys tal , locating the tree , 
removing the s top [plug ] and replacing that in there . That eradicated the cause 
that has b een placing it upon her . 

(You say , a magic crys tal ? )  
A magic crys ta l .  I have one . 
(What do you do , look into it ? )  
It  i s  used with salt and water - not the crys tal - it ' s  the magic crys tal and 

there ' s  only 2 6  of ' em made . As I told you , we hold our Convention in June . 
(Where is that convention go ing to b e ? ) 
Algiers , La . , right acro s s  from New Orleans . 
( I  might go down to it . Figure I could talk to anybody down there ? )  
D o  you want to  go ? I ' ll give you a letter of recommendation . 
(All right . )  
And by me being the president of it , s ee • • •  they once tried • • •  there was 7 2  

[ o f  us ] but by me being the president and one of the oldest  ones in exis tence 
today , unders tand me , you would be able to  get in there with a let ter of recom
mendation . All you go tta do there , ask for Carolina Dyer . [ I  ment ion Carol ina 
Dyer somewhere in HOODOO , she was supposed to b e  up in Arkansas . ]  You go to 
New Orleans and you cro s s  over to Algiers . That ' s  an is land . [ I  doub t  Algiers 
being an island ! ]  And then you kin get in there and come in contact - you may 
derive some benefit from it , but they are very peculiar . 

(I know , everybody ' s  different ; you know what I mean . ) [ They could no t have 
b een more peculiar than the man talking to me ! He may have thought the same 
thing about me ! ]  

Becaus e we hold our convention - we hold a gathering . Our convention will 
cost pretty near around eight or  nine thousand dollars . 

(What ' s  the name ? What do you call the convention , is there any name? )  
I t ' s a legal - I mean gathering of the workers of black art . 
( I  mean �  bas it any legal [ t itle ] - the Convention o f  So-And-So - something 
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of that sort ? Call it any name ? )  
Yep ! It  is the Convention o f  the Workers of Ahechey [ ?  alchemy ? ]  IN OTHER 

WORDS , BEING WITCHCRAFT . Some call it b lack art . 
(Well , now , suppose  a man left home and his wife wanted to  bring him back . 

What could you do to bring that man back? ) 
Well , I got - only thing , I ' m sorry , you say you didn ' t  want the witnes s .  
( I  see . Well , you tell me what you did to her , I ' ll b elieve you . ) 
Well , I have a case now that j us t  on this same cas e  here ; see , where you 

talked with the girl . Well , she was back here , now . 
I use graveyard dirt , red pepper - I use mandrakes ,  High John de Conquer , and 

blueveins • • • •  taking tho s e  and placing ' em into a comb ination together , placing 
them into a box twelve inches high , s inking it below the surface , and placing it  
on the side o f  the bed where she s leep s upon . Taking that s tocking and tying 
nine knot s  i n  it  and making nine wishes • • •  i n  nine days time he ' ll be back • • •  

(Well , is there anything to that ques tion o f  getting hold o f  your fingernails 
or toenails ? )  

(That ' s  a personal part o f  the body , yeah . 
(What do they do with those ? )  
Can take fingernails ,  take them to the graveyard at the hour of midnight at 

twelve o ' clock at night , and pray to Atomaha . And you pray to Atomaha , and then 
after you p ray to Atomaha , you take three grams of gins eng to • • • •  blackroot 
some peop le call it High John . Some of this flagroot  that grows in the woods , 
some calls it calomel , which it is  calomel . 

(Well , then , what do you do to make that , what you were going to tell me , 
with tho s e  root s ? )  

Then you take a ounce e landa [ ? ]  and after , you take the ba Lmeter o f  mandrakes ,  
and you place it  in a j ar .  You get nine rus ty nails , ketch the firs t rain of 
that month , and place tho se  nails and that ba Lmeter in the j ar .  Then you cas t 
it in running water , and there ' s  your result . 

[While machine is turned o ff  I returned to the magic crys tals :] 
Everybody can ' t get tho se magic cry s tals . 
(Well , how are you suppo s ed to get them , I mean • • •  ) 
You got to go through the clan [plan? ] .  Tho se crys tals are made by one 

special person , one special corporation . They co s t  all the way from $ 135 to 
$400 , and you gotta have ' em ordered special . 

(Well , now , on this "plan" do you pay dues or anything of that sort ? )  
They pay $ 12 8 a year . 
(You have o fficers and • • • •  ) 
We have officers , sergeants at arms , lieutenants ,  secretary , treasurer and 

pres ident , and vice-pres ident . 
(You what ? You do what ? )  
Providing she kin get her hands on ' em .  
( I  s ee . What would she do ? )  
With different little complication [ comb ination ] o f  herb s , such as I mention

ed , she kin go ahead and use that . Pat him on his shoulder , put some on his 
head , and the third day he ' ll be crying for her . 

(Well , where does she have to get that from? From somebody that knew how to 
do i t ? )  

Yeah . 
(Well , what sort o f  a comb ination o f  herb s would they use on a case like 

that?  Or what would you do , what would be the routine ? )  
The procedure t o  produce productive effects  o f  that would b e  this : Go to 

your drug s tore and get you a Solomon seal - only cost you a dtme . Then go to 
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an herb s tore and get King John [ that can be anything ] .  Also  af ter you get 
King John get what we call rabbit tobacco . 

(You call that rabb it tobacco ? )  
Rabbit tobacco , that ' s life everlas ting . [ Rabbit tobacco - the balsam weed 

(GnaphaZium obtusifoZium) . Life everlas ting can be any species of Gnapha Zium. ] 
Take the herb , the roo ts of life everlas ting and boil it until the water becomes 
a half a pint , and then add one ounce of Hearts Co Zogne perfume to it , and 
sprinkle it on the party . Have it in your hand and pet him on the head and 
shoulder • • •  

[ I  turn off  machine too quickly and mus t repeat his words . ]  
(That works in three days . )  
I ' ll guarantee to bring any man ' s woman back in 7 2  hours . 
[Here again we have the numeral 7 2 ,  firs t used as the numb er of members b e

longing to the black art convention , formerly meeting annually at Algiers , La . , 
according to our informant . The number here probably means the 7 2  dis c iples 
mentioned by the Gospel o f  Luke in Chapter 10 . But even here there was a lit tle 
hocuspocus : 6 days o f  Creation multiplying the 12 trib es of Is rael , etc . ] 

( Someone told me that lodes tone - the hairs grow on it . Do they , naturally ? )  
I t  does . No , hairs don ' t grow o n  it . They form and then you git anvil dus t .  

They call it lodes tone , you kin s ee i t  breathe . You kin even see it b reathe . 
( Do you manufacture - do you make hands for people? Sell hands ? What they 

call handS ? )  
Yeah , I make gambl ing hands , luck charms , moj os . 
Use the b lood from a chicken . Take nine chickens and use the b lood form. 

Take it  and f ind a s inner ' s  grave in de graveyard and bury the b lood from 
those  nine chickens after they have bled three minutes each - no t under three or 
over three . And bury i t  in the s inner ' s grave in the graveyard . It  will bring 
des truction to a home . 

(Three p ieces o f  silver? )  
Boil it  in quart o f  water , us ing High John the Conquer , pine tar , b irch ,  

mandrakes , snakeroo t .  Bath [ s crub ] your floor and the person will be back in 
less time than nine days . I ' ll guarantee you they bring your property [back ] 
promptly . 

(You don ' t have to go to go to law about it at all . ) 
145 3 South S treet , Philadelphia , name ' s  Bramberg . Look like he ' s  crying . 

Wears a turban all the time . Well , he ' s one of the clairvoyants .  I can name 
all the clairvoyants : King ,  High John , High Cock [ top ] , Red Onion , Beetum , 
Jabacadaba , P • • • •  Hawk , S inge , Placomb is dead , Dr . Harris is dead , Dr . Bayham 
is dead . There ' s  one more that ' s  dead , Aunt Carolina , she ' s  living . [ I s  this 
Carolina Dyer? ] Aunt Silver . 

I can name the clairvoyants down : Miss  Alrich , she ' s  all that ' s  lef t . 
(Well , how could a woman make a man give her his money? ) 
By us ing the sweat from the hankerchief . She wipes her face on it and boil 

i t  and give i t  to him in his coffee . 
(And he ' ll have to hand over all his money? ) 
No t all . I wouldn ' t say all , but the b igges t portion of it . 
[ I  think I was to meet him again . ] 

And I ' ll show you things that I done done . You ' ll s ee • • •  b ecaus e in my re
search work I want to help a person . Only thing I ask you , if you want to go 
there , ask for Alayogi [Allah Yogi? ] .  I t ' s  no use talking about it . 

(Alayogi . )  
Jes ' don ' t use Doctor Buzzard , because we under our s ecret oath . 
(You can trus t me ab solutely . )  
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Alayogi . [ Norfolk , Va . , (Doctor Buzzard) , 45 2 : 2-456 : 4 . ] 
11259 . What happened to me , what I did is  true . God in heaven • • • •  [ is my wit

nes s ] .  
So a fellow came to me one day and he said , "Bo" -

worked at  de Wharf Hotel , chief engineer over there . 

DOCTOR BOWES MY LOCAL CONTACT MAN AT NEWPORT NEWS 
VIRGINIA - COUS IN OF DOCTOR BOWES OF NORFOLK - SAYS 
" I ' M  GOIN ' T '  FAST • • •  I ' M  GOIN ' TO HAVE A DREAM" 
USES  PSYCHOLOGY ON YOU • • •  START BOOSTING THI S  FELLOW 

nothing [ says Bowes ] .  ' Course I ' m  7 1  all right , but 
(You ' re 7 1 ? )  [Author ' s  comment . ]  
Yeah , I ' m  70 s omething • • • •  
(Oh ,  you are 7 5 ! )  [Author ' s  comment . ]  

his name was Willy Webb , 
He said , "Bo , "  said , "my 
wife is gone . "  He said , 
"We never had a cross 
word . "  I said , "Wha t ? "  
H e  say , "Yeah . "  H e  say ,  
"They tells me you know so 
much . "  Ah don ' t know 

I don ' t know nothing . 

And I said , "Ah don ' t know nothing . "  He says , "Yes , and I dreamed it - some
thing , s omeone told me to go to you . "  I said , "Now ,  what you want ? "  He said , 
"Ah want s you to do s omething for me . "  I said , "Ah don ' t know what to do for 
you . "  He say ,  "Do someth ing . "  I said , "Well , all right , give me until tomor
row and I ' ll do s omething for you . "  He said , "What you goin ' do? "  I said , " I ' m  
iO'in' t '  [ going to ] fas t . "  H e  said , "Fas t for wha t ? "  Ah said , "Don ' t eat no



meat and don ' t eat nothing . " I said , "Tomorrow I ' ll tell you . "  [ Bowes ] said , 
" I ' m  going to have a dream . "  

So , de next day morning I got up out o f  de b ed and s omeone knocked at  the 
door ; knocked at the door and was crying j us t  like they was crazy . It was Webb . 
So Webb told me to do something for him ,  say , "Lord have mercy , I ' m  near crazy . "  
I said , "What ' s  all de t rouble . "  He say ,  "Well , a lady and her daughter used to 
stay at my house ' fore I was marr ied . And I went to work and marr ied another 
girl up de country .  And then we were o n  vacat ion , but I had conf idence and let 
them s tay at  the house till we come b ack . So  when I come b ack , in two or three 
weeks the t roub le s tar ted . "  I said , "Oh , I s ee ,  now . " I SAID� "DO YOU BELIEVE 
IN WITCHCRAFT AND CONJURATION AND SUCH? " HE SAID� "SURE. " I SAID� "WELL� DE 
BIBLE SPEAKS OF IT. " He said , "All right , what ' s  does that mean? " I said , "I 
SEE A COUPLE OF BOTTLES. " " God in heaven , "  he said , " there ' s  a couple of b o t
tles ! "  I said , "There ' s  a couple o f  bottles bur ied at  your back steps and , " I 
said , " the way you go t ta do now to get - is to get them b o t tles . If  you kin get 
dem bot tles , you kin s olve your t rouble . "  You unders tand me [ addres s ed to 
author ] ?  So I went dere - [ I ' ll ]  never forget . Dey was knee-high b o t t les and 
we dug at de back s teps and dug ' em up . 

(Well , how did they get there? ) 
Ah don ' t - after I looked , I f igured they [mother and daughter ] put ' em there . 

And there was some things working up in ' em like maggots working s tuff in ' em  
j us t  like maggots . 

So  he said , "What you goin ' do? "  I said , "Take ' em out in the back yard . "  
S o  af ter we dug ' em up , WE TOOK THEM OUT IN THE BACK YARD AND A BLACK CAT WAS 
JUMPING ALL OVER DE FENCE AT TWO 0 ' CLOCK IN DE DAY I A BLACK CAT WAS FOLWWING 
US DERE I AND WE FOUND SOMETHING SHINING! That b lack cat was j ump ing all over 
de fence . So  I looked and I said , "What is dis her e ,  Webb ?"  He said , "When will 
my wife be b ack? " I said , "The third day . She ' ll b e  b ack the third day . 11 I 
said , "Now you take that and carry i t  over town to the Warwick Hotel and throw 
them things in the furnace and you enemies , they will feel it and come over 
there . "  LOOK LIKE SOMETHING WAS DEALING IT TO ME WHAT TO TELL HIM. And so 
then ,  I went and carried i t  over there and there was a b ig stout woman came over 
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dere hunt ing for a j ob ;  claimed she was hungry , didn ' t have no thing to ea t and 
asking for a j ob .  So , I told him,  be careful now. Well . [HePe is the histoPia 
witahaPaft theme, buPn the witahaPaft and the witah will  appeaP usua l ly to boP
POW something, medicine foP heP pains, eta . ; but hePe the theme is almos t aon
aealed, unPeaognizab le . ] So tha t night , his wife hadn ' t come back .  So then he 
went home . That lady and her daughter come there that night and when they come 
there that night , they took a fountain p en and put poison [ hoodoo rather than 
actual ] in it and opened it l ike that I reckon [ he evidently demons trates how_ 
the pen was prepared ] ,  and s t uck it in the door . Af ter while - i t  was eleven 
o ' clock in the night and he went to open the door and from the dooP Pising -he 
s t ruck a match and opened the door and that fountain pen was in there [ dooP Pis
ing or saddle of door ] with them lit tle prongs [divided pen points ] like that . 
And there was snake b lood [ the poison ] in there : snake b lood and acid and some
thing else [ 3  ingredients ! ] .  I reckon that acid was there so that [ snake ] b lood 
would go in quick , you know . And so  then on the third day ,  his wife come back 
as I done said . 

S o , from this s tory ,  sometime I says I believe it and sometime I says [ end 
of  comment ] .  

S o  Webb ' s  wife d ied . Jus t l ike I told him,  I said , " If you all let t ing peop le 
coming in your house eating and drinking" - and af ter while she swole up . No
body , the doctors [M. D . ' s ]  d idn ' t know what de trouble was . And they sent her 
everywhere . 

( S omething killed her . )  [Newport News , Va . , (4 7 8 , DoatoP Bowes) , 49 7 : 1 . ] 
11260 . They kin get your socks and they get your toenails and any kind of 

lit tle d irt  from under your fingernails or toenails . When they get that , if 
they be around your hous e ,  they kin ge t your clo thes . And they take a lit tle 
p iece of your underwear and cut a lit tle p iece where you sweats . Well , they take 
all of that and put it in a bot tle . They goes t o  work and they gets  vinegar , and 
then they go to work and takes your natUPe [ s urely means urine here ] you know , 
if they can get your natuPe ; but if they can ' t get your natuPe , they ' ll go to 
work and get someone to get it  for ' em.  They will put all that in a bottle and 
take it and s top it  up . S o  when they s top it up , they ' ll put pins and needles 
and all in ther e .  And when they s top it up , you s ee ,  wel l  they uses psychology 
on you . 

( I  s ee . )  
They ' ll go to work , some p eople , and get someone to go round to s ee you . S e e . 

That ' s  the people is on [ know what ' s  going on ] you know . And then when he 
[helper ] goes to work and gets that s tuff , then he ' ll go to work and s tart 

boo s t in '  this fellow [ p rofess ional hoodoo man ] . You know , when they s tanding 
around , he say , " I  know a man will do so-and-so and so-and-so . "  S ee .  Well , dey 
done got you den . Well , if you are weak-minded , you believe that . S ee .  Then 
they go to work then and you get all up set . You know , by  being weak-minded they 
kin do so-and-so . Then they turn r ight around up on top of dat and say , "Wel l ,  
I charge $ 2 5  o r  $ 30 . "  Well , you know they are righ t ,  but someone went around 
and talked to you . I know a man that will do it . S ee ,  a strange man in town . 
Then , if you is weak-minded , you believe , you ' ll have confidence in ' em .  Wel l ,  
that ' s  the p eop le .  [Newport News , Va . , (4 7 8 , DoatoP Bowes) , 49 6 : 6 . ] 

.. 112 6 1 . [Mo s t  of the material 
DOCTOR PAUL BOWES - LOCAL CONTACT MAN AT NORFOLK from DoatoP Paul Bowes , my 

NOT A GREAT DOCTOR BUT A MOS T  WELCOME HELPER contact man at Norfolk ,  Va . , 
is on p ages 1 7 33-1 7 3 8 , cyl

inders 458-4 6 3 , g iven in volume 2 .  Not included in this collection are the 
following separate rites , all in volume 1 :  Nos . 300 , 33 7 ,  410 , 455 , 4 75 and 6 14 .  
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As I said , a few pages ago , this man was a cous in of the preceding Doctor Bowes 
of Newport , Va . ]  

I f  you can ' t read cards , well , you might go to a fortuneteller and he ' ll read 
for you and tell you where to locate  it . 

(You ' re speaking about reading tho s e  cards . Well , how would you read tho s e  
cards i n  order to dis cover whether a person is hurt o r  not . Is  there any special 
way ? )  

Oh , yes , a special way t o  do dat . You have no cards wit you , have yuh? Well , 
you might not be able to read ' em ,  even if  I tell you . I f  I s tart you o f f  • • •  

[ Several t imes I was asked whether I had a deck o f  cards . I never carried 
anything that could sugges t my s elling products , telling fortunes , healing , etc . 
Always I hoped to complete a small book o f  cunj ure and root doctor s tories and 
rites . ]  

You mus t deal three rows o f  cards , three cards in a row . Then you begin to 
s tart to read . But if  you haven ' t  never s tudied , it will be right hard for you 
to locate it then ; but if I could be s eein '  you from now on, I could sort o f  
give you ideas . 

(Yes , you j us t  g ive me an idea . Here , you put down three cards in a row, 
and you have three rows o f  three cards in each row . ) 

That ' s  r ight . Well , you might pluck up , say for ins tance , an ace o f  spades 
might come in next . That ' s  a bad card , i t  mean ' s death . Well , suppo s e  dat head 
is standing down . That means someone is go t de girl ups ide down . 

Reach over dis hand and you might turn up a deuce . Dat means the deuce for 
truth . 

All right , and here ' s  the heart ' s  over here . They ' s  goo d ,  hearts , won ' t harm 
or no thin ' . 

Dat ' s  the way you read dose cards , locate dos e  cards , unders tand? Well , you 
know, cards is a real - true book . In other words , they are made from the 
Scripture . You realize dat , don ' t you? 

(Yes . )  
And you shuffle them ole cards right and they ' ll tell you anything that you 

vant to know in the HOODOO LINE . 
( I  s e e . These cards when you put them down - these rows o f  cards - are turned 

down, and you turn them up one at a t ime .  Where do you begin t o  turn up thes e 
cards ? Where do you begin to turn them up? )  

You f irs t s tart f rom the left and go t o  the right . From the f irs t lef t-hand 
card read to the r ight all the t ime . 

( This way ? That way ? )  
Yes , that ' s  it . And they ' ll spell you out mos t  anything you want t o  know . 

[5orfolk , Va . ,  (Doctor Paul Bowes ) ,  460 : 5 . ]  
112 6 2 . The candles ain ' t much good , but it i s  an incense that you kin get 

and burn it , and talk to dis incense and whatever you want to happen , well , if 
you handle it right , i t  will sure do what you want it to do . I f  you want to 
draw de person or you wan t to s end ' em .  Either come or go . But you mus t have 
tba� HOODOO DUST along with i t . I t  ain ' t no good to draw along by itself , but 
i� has power . But it takes more than that , you know, to make it act . 

(Has that any special name ? )  
�or o f  Bang� . 
(�or o f  Bengum? ) 
that ' s  i t .  
(Incense ?  And you put this hoodoo powder with it ? )  
that ' s  the idea . 
(Is that hoodoo powder made specially , or do you buy that from somebody , mix 
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it or what ? )  
Well , yes , there ' s  people that makes this hoodoo powder and something that 

you kin buy from the drug s tore is used for other purpo s es , but you kin mix it 
together . Why it ' s  all right j us t  the same . 

(What would you buy in the drug s tore ? What sort o f  s tuff would you buy 
there ? )  

Well , you might g o  dere and get you a little High John de Conquah . You kin 
get that in a powders , �; mos t  any way you want it . Mix it up dere together 
wi th the perfume and so  on . Dere ' s  other little s tuff that you mix in it . Get 
it  lined up right and whatever you want to happen , it ' ll happen . [Norfolk,  Va . , 
( Doctor Paul Bowes ) , 46 2 : 2 . ] 

1126 3 . They tell me you git two rocks and you b egin to wo rk dat s tuff . If  
you git this gold-finding hand that I spoke o f , begin to  walk backward and for
ward from de front to the back doo r ,  and TALK TO DIS POT AND DEM ROCS WILL BOIL 
DE WATER IN DAT POT . 

(You do what ? )  
You kin walk backwards from de front door to the back door ,  after you git 

dis gold-finding hand , and you kin boil water in de pot wi thout a fire . 
(Boil water in the pot  wi thout a fire ? )  
Boil i t  over . [Norfolk, Va . , ( Doctor Paul Bowes ) 460 : 5 ; 4 6 2 : 2 ; 464 : 2 . ]  
11264 . [As I said in No . 7 228 , p . 3 216 , v . 4 ,  " I  met a galaxy o f  doctors in 

Charles ton , S .  Car . , before I had suffi cient experience to handle them . Two 
years later I would have been better prepared . "  This man has also appeared in 
the pre ceding text as follows : No . l221 , p . 434 ; No . l4 1 7 , p . 464 ; No . l638 , p . 5 0 7 ;  
and No . 2 209 , p . 6 29 . Here follow other parts o f  the interview : ] 

MAGUIN OR SAN MONGAIN - ROOT DOCTOR OF CHARLESTON 
USES ORIGINAL "JACK" = FETI SH = BAG HOLDING 2 ROOTS 
INDIAN CONQUER AND DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING - SWINGING OUT 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS - ORIGINAL TOO IS HIS SWEET-GUM 
STICK CUT WITH LEFT HAND - BURIED - NEVER SEEN AGAIN 
HE CLAIMS TO HAVE MET THE FAMOUS DOCTOR BUZZARD 

Dey take de watah yo ' take 
a bath in , tuh do anythin ' 
tuh harm yuh . Dat ' s  only 
de occas ion of if a man 
wanta woman , don ' t  want 
nobody else tuh be wid ' er .  
(How would you d o  that ? )  
Well , dey take de [bath ] 

water and put it in a b o t tle,  nine needles , and de s i ll o f  yo ' doorway - cut a 
piece o f  [ a  splinter from] de s ill o f  yo ' doorway , [ dat ] piece of stick dere 
[points to  the saddle ] ,  de sill  of yo ' door - and dey put dat in de bottle . And 
you call her names and [ informant shakes imaginary bottle ] . 

(While you shake i t  up . )  
While you shake it  up . And den maybe she wanta go . Yo ' turn ' em [bottle ] 

back [ to you ] and she come dere - towards yo ' place [ demons trates ] .  
(You turn the head o f  the bot tle back to you and she will come back? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
I f  he know de person and he s teal i t  -

know him, know his [ thief ' s ]  name - if he 
dis person , dis other person , and he will 
and he ' d  be in trouble . And in doing dat 
Indian Conker [ Conquerer ] .  

if  de person [ from whom it was s tolen ]  
haven ' t  git rid o f  i t ,  you kin make 
give it up , b ecause he figured on it 
you ' d  have to have de root chew call 

(Indian Conquerer? What do you do wi th that root then? ) 
You take dat roo t ,  de Indian Conker and Devil ' s  shoestring and put it  toget

her [ in a bag with s t ring? ] and tote it  in yore pocket , and she [bag ] spin around 
j es t like a top and tell yo ' who in dis section , who go t it . 

(You spin this around ? )  
You spins it around and until you asks i t  any ques tion you wanta , according 
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to how you feel i t . 
[Here we have ubiquitus Jack - an individual , companion , fetish - who answers 

que s t ions by swinging out the answers . Our great example of this device I have 
mentioned s everal times , the Jack-ba l l  (ball hanging from a s tring) of inf ormant 
No . l5 34 ,  the doctoP I interviewed in Memphis , who gave us that great page 125 4 
in volume 2 . ] 

( Then after you have found out who has i t ,  then what do you do ? )  
You go to the person and he ' ll give it up . 
[Yes , at  the time of this interview ,  the average thief would res tore the 

article if a doctoP was working on the case . ]  
( That ' s  when you found out who s tole i t ? ) 
Yes . 
(Where did you learn? Who taught you how to cure ? From whom did you learn ? ) 
My grandma was a Wes t Indies . 
( Oh ,  your grandmother was a Wes t Indian . I s ee . What part did she come from� 
Kings ton , Jamaica . 
(Where did she live when she came to this country? )  
Why she came down here in s lavery time • • • •  she died 1909 - see - in dis part 

of de country - to Meggetts [Megget t ] , South Carolina , Pos t ing L ine [pos tal ad
dres s ] .  

( Where did she live during her life in South Carolina ? )  
Over to • • • •  [ ? ]  South Carolina . 
(What was her name ? )  
Flora L inton , Milton • • • •  
[ I  mus t  have turned off machine accidentally . ]  
( Flora Milton . And she could heal p eople . She knew all this work . And you 

learned from your grandmo ther ? )  
(And she came over here in s lavery t ime . )  
Slavery t ime . 
( Did you ever hear of DoctoP Buz zard ? )  
I have known DoctoP Buz zard . 
(Was he good ? )  
Aw , his method all right . Some things was all right and some was not . Any 

man is good to kilt . Any man kin take a shotgun and write a man name and blow 
his brains out twelve clock at any time . 

(How did he do that ? )  
With powder ! 
(And he boos ted that kind of work? ) 
That ' s  his daily occupat ion . 
( I  see . How long has he been dead ? ) 
I t ' s round about s even - eight years . 
A root doctor mee t  a root doctor dey kin tell one anothah . Why ? Because de ' 

use a s t ick dey calls de gum-bush s t icks . 
(What ? )  
Swee t  gum . 
(They call i t  gum? ) 
G�bush s t ick and that come to cross ing their mind . You don ' t tote dat 

stick , but you cut da t off when yo ' first  s tart out and bury it in de ground . 
�11 , dey may have it buried in New York and may not go dere no more through 
life , and if I ' d  meet  chew and you do mine [my line ] , well I kin tell if you 
outen my line [ o f  work] . I kin tell . 

(Well , how can you tell , then ? )  
By d e  spiri t ,  us ing different points . 
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(You wouldn ' t ques t ion me or anything? You j us t  let the spirit tell ? )  
That ' s  right . See , I ' d  g i t  mad wi t chew; j es t  like two dog would meet one 

another an ' git  mad . Know then you was out of my line . You ain ' t no t in my 
line . But I ' m better ' em you but you ain ' t got to won yo ' point . Yo ' can ' t 
huPt me , but I kin huPt chew, but then I don ' t want you to be long wit me b e
cause the o ther fella think I ' m do ing the same work you do ing . That ' s  how we 
tell one ano ther . 

(You bury this s tick when you firs t begin your work before you take your 
firs t case up ? )  

That ' s  right . 
(And always leave it  buried the res t o f  your life , you never go back there 

again . )  
No mo ' .  
(Who cuts this s t ick? ) 
You cut i t  yo ' s elf . 
(And you bury i t  yourself ? )  
That ' s  right . Cut it  with your left hand? 
(You cut i t  wi th your left hand . And where do you bury it? How do you bury 

i t ? )  
A t  s undown . 
(What do you mean by that ? )  
Jes t like you s tick a s t i ck i n  de ground when de sun go down . See , i t  b e  dat 

tall [ demons trates ] maybe dat tall , and you beat it  down dere until you git it 
down to the ground . 

(And then you beat i t  down to the ground in the suns et - sundown - all the way 
into the ground , and then what do you do ? )  

Well , then you j es t  throw a penny in the hole and yo ' tole ' em what chew 
wanta do • • • .  whether you want to b e  de mas ter king or such and such a thing , or 
you wanta b e  de mas ter king o f  • • • •  o f  all roots , and don ' t want chures root to 
sour on hand - that ' s  why yo ' bury yo ' s tick .  See , i f  yo '  medicine sour and a 
person bring it back to  you next Monday , "This medicine ain ' t no good - it sour . "  
And you take i t  back and cure it again . Give dem the same medicine back and then 
carry it back there . 

(You never go back to  that s tick again , and you drive down all the way into 
the ground . )  

That ' s  right . 
( Do you do anything before you leave this s tick? ) 
No , j es t  pay i t  and then go on ab out chure bus iness .  [No other person men

tioned such a gum s tick . ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (519 ) , 616 : 5 ;  6 1 7 : 6 ;  617 : 8 . ] 
11265 . [Here is one of  three interviews from Memphis , los t  because my tran

s criber mis sed them and I failed to return to them . I did trans cribe a few 
rites and made abs tracts o f  a number o f  o thers . 
this s election , reads : " 9 60 - will us e the bes t  
her : I woPks with wateP . Us e all her candLes . 

My original shee t ,  attached to 
of her material b eginning wi th 
Pencil transcriptions attached . " ]  

I works wi th watah . 
I bles ses mah watah • • •  

INFORMANT 960  - PROFESSIONAL HOODOO WOMAN OF MEMPHIS 
4 RITES : WATER - CANDLE S - S CRUBBING - FOOTTRACK 

I works with watah . 
( In what way do you us e 
this water ? )  
This watah . All right , 

now. Jis ' like if you were in a place of  bus iness [ us ually your own hous e ]  an ' 
you van ' a keep down evil spirits - in your home or  anything like dat - yo ' take 
a glass of vatah . Yo ' s ay the Lo rd ' s Prayer ovah it an ' yo ' set  dat watah up . 
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You unders tand? Yo ' change that watah ev ' ry 3 days . Yo ' throw i t  [ the water 
changed]  out o f  a s ide windah [ this is new in HOODOO] a s ide windah , you see , 
that ketches all the evil spirits an ' things . An ' then , j is '  like if yo ' wan ' a 
favor - yo ' know , unders tand , like dat , dat yo ' wan ' a  favor - yo ' git a glass o f  
watah , yo ' pray ovah i t . Yo ' pray ovah this glass of watah . Yo ' say ,  "In the 
Name of the Fathah an ' the Son an ' the Holy Spirit, " p lease let me obtain sich
an '-sich thing, that I wan 'a  do .  Please let me be successful a l l  my route or 
what I gon 'a  undertake to do . See , you unders tand . An '  then you drink that 
watah down . Well , all right . Then yo '  kin us e the watah in this way .  At 12 
a ' clock at night , j is '  like if  yo ' got some people you ' re workin ' for . Your 
people , yo ' know , in business .  You write all of those  people ' s  names down on a 
piece o f  papah . An ' yo ' take the glass o f  watah , fill it up , an ' put it on the 
2 3rd Psalm , open your Bible . An ' say the Lord ' s Prayer . You understand? You 
say , Lord, p lease enlighten these peop le 's  brain . Le t them be lucky, successfu l .  
Let de m  have their wishes . Take care of 'em, jis ' whatever you want done . An ' 
p lease let me be successfu l .  Don ' t  let nothin ' overthrow me . Please show me so
an '-so .  An ' then y o u  drink [ a  little of ] that watah down . You  do  that 12 
a ' clock at night , but you keep this watah settin '  up [ there ] . That [ trouble]  
goes away as that watah go [ evaporates ] away . Yo ' see , that drives them things 
[ enemies , evil  spirits , etc . away ] . A person may come in the house t o  try to 
do somepin to you and that ketches all the evil  spirits . That water ketches all 
the evil  spirits . [ Repeats ] That watah ketches all the evil  spirits . Then you 
kin sprinkle it over your place [house or  place o f  business ]  an ' say the Lord ' s 
Prayer [walking ] from the front to the back , j es t  as you sprinkle that [water ] 
that draws you in trade , if  you ' re in bus iness ;  an ' keeps peace in the home , too ; 
to keep peace , you unders tand . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 960 , exce l lent, hoodoo woman) , 
these words on cylinder : 1545 : 2 . ] 

112 66 . An ' they kin burn you - they kin take a dark-green candle , that ' s  i f  
they have your name - they write chore name 9 times an ' they wri t e  acro s s  that 
[ the name ] [ that ] they move in 48 hours [my only examp le of reques t written 
across names making sign of cross ] .  An ' they light it exactly at twelve a ' clock 
at night . An ' then they say ,  I wish you wou ld move, s ee , call yore name , an ' 
then you repeats that ev ' ry 7 days until - if  you ' re a little hard to make ' em  
.ave , you repeat i t  for 7 days ; you know , if someone try to fight agains t you 
[by using rites to put out a candle being burned agains t him or her ] . [See v . l ,  
pp . 85 1-86 2 ,  Nos . 2943- 29 8 9 ; s everal under MORE CANDLE RITES in v . 5 ;  and rites 
scattered through interviews in vols . 2 and 4 . ] You repeat that for 7 days an ' 
you throw that around . They ' ll certainly move . [Here I either s topped record
ing to ask ques tions or informant herself decided to add a few details . ]  You 
vrite these names down 9 times on a piece of paper [ usually these are writ ten in 
a column one under the o ther ] . Then you write across  these names move in 4 8  hours. 
[ In similar rites a woman writes down a man ' s name 9 t imes in a column , then turns 
the paper ups ide down and writes her name 9 times across  his . This is called 
a?iting backhlards , or upside down. Here I am assuming move in 48  hours is writ
ten 9 times . If it is wri tten only once , then the sheet is turned s ideways and 
the words written at a right angle across  victim' s name . Also  pos sible here the 
order move in 4 8  hours is wri tten on a s eparat e piece of paper under the 9 
aa.es . ] You put this [9 names ] undah that [ s lip o f  paper move in 4 8  hours ] 
right in the saucer . An ' [ into the saucer ] you puts a little wat er in there , an ' 
sa.e !!!!· You set  all of that together , s ee , at 12 o ' clock at night . See , at 
12 o ' clock at night that ' ll make you move . [All this sounded easy at the time , 
bat I failed to  ask an obvious ques tion . I f  that candle is to b e  set in the 
ceater of the saucer , so that it res t s  on the two slips of paper , how can it 
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s tand up without fal ling over? Among pos s ib le methods : ( 1) a very small ( b irth
day cake) candle can b e  used : waxed to the upper paper and lowered into the small 
amount of water in the saucer ; ( 2 )  a round-shape tin can , opened , can have a hole  
punched in its  bottom, inverted over the  candles , and the can ho lds up  the candle . 
Moreover , the candle can b e  p laced in a ho lder and s e t  near the saucer . ]  [ ( 960) , 
1544 : 5 . ]  

1126 7 . Like i f  you running rooming house , anything like that . Well , you 
take , get you some brims tone , put sugar on it , and you burn that brims tone every 
Monday , Wednesday and Friday , and make a wish . An ' yo ' get chao some oil o f  
bergamine [ es s ence o f  b ergamo t , (Citrus Bergamia) ] ,  saltpeter an ' alum,  and Red 
Seal Lye [ trade name ] and sugar . And you mop from the front on back and you make 
your wishes . You mop exactly at 6 o ' clock in the morning or either 6 o ' clo ck at 
night . An ' yo ' b urn this brims tone , you throw i t  in the fire an ' you make your 
wish . [ (960) , 15 44 : 6 . ]  

1126 8 .  You kin take up their foot track an ' put it  in a snuffbox , an ' you 
puts some salt an' peppah in there an ' make a wish , an ' throw it in the runnin ' 
watah an ' then you kin do this [ I  interrup t ] . 

(What do you do when you reach the wat er? )  
You make a wish for them t o  leave town [ (9 6 0 ) , 15 44 : 7 ] . 
11269 . [ Here are s everal rites that dropped out o f  my Doctor England inter

view ,  when I broke it  up years ago , expecting at that time to print only one 
vo lume ab out hoodoo ! The former interview is on pages 1386-140 1 ,  v . 2 ,  cylin

ders 4 32-445 . Here are unprinted 
NEW MATERIAL FOR DOCTOR ENGLAND ' S  INTERVIEW 
THE MAN I FORMERLY CALLED DOCTOR ENGLISH 

sections : ]  
I t  is so  s imple and easy to bring 
a person back . Now , you may take 

the same thing what we call the devil ' s-shoes tring , the devil ' s-shoes tring and 
what they call the hearts leaf roo t . 

( The hearts leaf root . )  
[A  plant with a cordate leaf would b e  common . Is this a root-s tore name? ] 
They take ' em ans sulphur at zactly twelve o ' clock at night . A person kin 

burn that , that is one o f  the items . See , at exactly twelve , and concentrate 
on the person who by - you want them to return . [ 4 34 : 3 . ] 

11270 . You see , I ' m  like Doctor Eddie Murphy . I gues s you may have s aw his 
record , haven ' t  you? 

(No ,  I haven ' t . )  
Doctor Eddie Murphy? 
(No . )  
Well , you may come cross him if  you go  to Columbus , Mis s . ,  if  he ' s  no t dead . 
( I  s ee . )  
Now , I tell you . Eddie Murphy , he taught me . 
(Let me see , I ' ll put that doen . ) 
Columbus , Mis s . 
( Colored or white?)  
Colored . I met him at the Convention in 19 31 when I was down in Algiers , La . 

Er he sold his s elf  to the devil and he gived lots of ins tructions on different 
things . [Norfolk,  Va . ,  (456 , Doctor England) , 434 : 2 . ] 

112 7 1 .  (By the way , did you ever mee t  Indian Joe? A man named Indian Joe?  
I met him up in Richmond a couple o f  weeks ago . He  had some very fine things . )  

No . Well , the mos t  I was , I travelled with Princess o f  Mys t ery . I was wit 
her fer ten years . That was Princes s  o f  Mys tery who died in Chicago in 19 30 , 
March 14 th . [Would Chicago newspapers have anything ab out this ; at leas t the 
b lack pres s ? ] 
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(Where did she come from ,  by the way ? )  
She came from Asia . She came from Bombay , Asia . [ That I doub t . ]  
( I  s ee , she came from Bombay . )  [ 4 35 : 1 . ] 
112 7 2 . (Well , now , is Algiers a good place or no t ?  I ' ve never b een down 

there . Is  i t  so  good or no t , or is it j us t  a lot of talk ? )  
They really kin do what they say .  
( They really can? ) 

4179  

Well , those people who have gone to work and have sold theirs elf to the devil . 
[ 4 35 : 2 . ] 

112 7 3 . (How have you heard?  
some fellows sell themselves to 
heard about s elling yourself to  

What have I heard?  

What are some of these ways ? 
the devi l in different ways ? 
the devil? ) 

Do you suppose 
What have you 

( Some of the ways that some of these fellows might have told you that . How 
they have done ? )  

Well , they seldom 
( That ' s  their own 
Secret . But they 

say . [ 435 : 3 .  ] 

told me because that is to their secret . 
s ecret , how they did it? ) 
tole me , " I  deals with the devi l . "  See , that ' s  what they 

112 74 . And I ,  my ownself , I don ' t believe in that part o f  it . But I cures 
people and I make • • • •  

( I t ' s  part o f  your bus ines s . )  
I t ' s  part o f  my bus ines s . I cures people and then I will bet ter their con

ditions . [ 4 35 : 5 . ] 
112 75 . (You were speaking a little while ago about that convention . How 

could they hold a convention? ) 
Well , they generally keep s i t  two and three months . 
(What , every year or? ) 
Every five years , every five years . 
( Do they give i t  any special name ? )  
What they call i t , Magicians Convention . 
( I  s ee , j us t  Magicians Convention . )  
But you s ee , they from every part . 
(All over the country . Well , what do they usually do at conventions o f  that 

sort ? )  
They give you ideas o n  all different methods how they usually do ' s .  
( Some fellows invent a new cure o r  something of that sort? ) 
New cures and then they outline it and then they give you practice fer it . 

Each day so  many come in and practice on that . [ 440 : 4 . ] 
11276 . Now , in some of them , they goes in the woods . I have an old friend 

of mine , it is mos t  good for those people when they get ready to sell theirselves 
[ to the devi l ] to go on by another person . He will make him lay down . Then, vby 

vben he lay down , he wi ll call all the different insect [ s ] ,  and i f  he kin staDd 
fer them to go over him , he ' s  all right . 

Back in 19 2 7  I was called down here to a place what they call Cole Coran, B. 
Car . [No t  in Dennison U . S .  Pos tal Zip Code Directory , 1968 . ]  While I vas there, 
there was young girl who had j us t  returned from s choo l .  Well , they put her UDder 
an evil inf luence : she was pulling her hair out , screaming , wanted to ju.p iD the 
vell . So  the gentlemen s ent fer me . I goes right out and looks aroaad .  Shortly 
after I find a p iece of beef stuck on one s ide of the wall and the last piece was 
a piece o f  liver . So  I ' d  taken it all out . Somebody had taken sa.e (of - this  
.eat? ] and dropped it in this water and [ one of ] them board caskets .ada it be
co.e these insects [maggots ] into this meat . They were after pattiag ["after 
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putting" comes from Irish trans criber; leave out "after" ] insects into the water 
what they was drinking , become as though they had little snakes, but by pitching 
[throwing instead of  rubbing] i t  s tuck on the sides of the wal l, and on the top 
o f  the well , and didn ' t get in the well . 

( I  see . )  
The arrangement [ ruse] of making the person who do's all that to return to the 

well to show theirself up, you look to find two large oyster shells . The oys ter 
shells may be p laced into fire and burned slowly and gradually and burn 'em 
halfway - j ust about halfway . At exactly twelve o'clock at night, you takes 
them and pitch them in the well. The next morning you'll go out there and the 
person who did that will be standing up out there where you kin see them. 
[ 441:3.] 

11277. Then they kin - you may take the same skull and scrape a little of 
the dus t out of it,  send into a let ter and make a person either come to you at 
once or see you . [ 444:2. ] 

11278. Now , here ' s  another b lack art method .  This black art method was by 
this old - this here William Rogers . This is one of his authors. 

(Down in Columbus . )  
Right here in Berkeley , Va . ,  adjoining Norfolk . [His method ]  was to go to a 

ant's hill and look for the large s ize red antses . He gets nine of them out of 
there and kill them. Then he would go and look for a snail . Take him and shove 
him in the stove and let him parch up . Mix this together with lard , give it to 
a man or woman . Give that to a man and he rub that on his wife , the next man 
what have intercourse with his wife , his testicle bag will burst open. 

(Burst open . ) 
Burst wide open and kill him in three days time . [ 444:5. ] 
11279. Well, heah in '37 me an ' a fellah got in a lil ' tangle an ' ah went tuh 

a fellah an ' tole him. Dat mawnin ' when ah got dere , he had two or three pa
tients . Tole me tuh sit  down in de cornah , said, "Ah know whut it's all about," 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN FUGITIVE RUSHES TO HOODOO DOCTOR 
GAVE HIM A STRONG DRINK - MADE HIM WAIT HIS TURN 
LATER GAVE HIM 3 PINS - BLUESTONE - A POWDER - BALL 
2 PINS STICK PARALLEL INTO PIECE OF STIFF CLOTH 
OR PAPER - PIN 3 STICK ACROSS THEM MAKING LETTER 
"H" WITH AN ELONGATED CROSSBAR LIKE THIS 
I-CALL AN "H" CROSS - USUALLY DOUBLECROSS +,tt 
WEAR THIS AT ALL TIMES AS A HAND OR MOJO 
DOCTOR SHOOK CLIENT'S [PATIENT'S] HAND 3 TIMES 
GAVE HIM A SMALL RUBBER OR WOODEN BALL - THIS IN 
A TIME OF DANGER HE RUBBED IN THE BLUESTONE AND 
UNNAMED POWDER MIXTURE - RUBBED HAND IN - THEN 
RUBBED HAND DOWN FACE AND BACK OVER HIS HEAD 
POLICE DID NOT SEEK HIM - NEVER CALLED AT HIS HOME 

said , "yo ' sit down dere . "  
Ah wuz scared . 
(Scared of what ? )  
Scared o f  d e  law ' cause dey 
run me ' way from de house, 
an ' ah went tuh him. He 
says ,  "S it down , ah knows . 
Dere ain ' t nobody goin ' 
bothah yo ' . " 
Ah says, "Man , lemme see 
yo ' a minute." 
"Well , "  he says , "j es ' sit  
down, don ' t worry . "  He 
says , "Ah know whut ' s  wrong 
wit yo' . "  He reached ovah 
on de trunk an ' got sompin 

in a j ar looked lak cleah oil. He says , "Heah, take a drink of dat . "  Ah took 
a drink of dat , an ' all mah burden jes ' went o ff. Ah sot down dere, ah reckon, 
all day , waitin '  on him tuh git rid of his cus tomers . 

Got rid of dem an1 he say , 11Now, ah1m ready fo' yo' ." He says, "Yo's a lil' 
warm, ain't chew?" 

Ah says , "Yessuh . "  
H e  said , "Why'd yo' hit dat man?" 
Ah said, "Hit whut man?" Ah make out lak ah didn ' t  know whut he wuz talkin' 
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' b out. "Hit whut man? " 
He said , "Yo ' know yo ' hit dat man on a certain night wit a piece o f  hea tah -

piece of  de heatah o f f  a stove . "  He said , " Yo ' busted dat man ' s haid . "  
Ah said , "Not me . " 
He said , "Yes , yo ' did . " Said , "Yo ' might as well come on an ' tell me . "  
Well , ah seed dat he know whut he ' s  talkin ' ' bout den , an ' ah said , "Yessuh , 

de reason ah hi t dat man , he started on me wit a pocketknife . "  
He said , "Yo ' win no money in dere? Yo ' know how far dey come from? " 
" Shure , far o f f - come from New Orleans . "  
He said , "We ll , ah tell yo' , ah fix yo ' up . Ah ' m  goin ' show yo ' whut ah ' m  

go in ' do . "  He say ,  "Ah ain ' t goin ' charge yo ' much but ah ' m  goin ' jes ' show yo ' 
whut ah ' m  goin ' do so i f  any thing else come up , ah ' m  goin ' charge yo ' mo ' de next 
time . "  

S o  he said , " Yo '  stay roun '  heah wit me tuhday , where dere ain ' t nobody . "  
Say ,  "Where yo ' wife?"  

Ah say ,  " She home . "  
He say , "Anybo dy roun ' near Henry S treet know?"  
Ah said , "Yes . " 
He said , "Well , yo ' send fo ' her . Ah wanta talk wit her some . "  
We sont fo ' her tuh come an ' she come up at eight a ' clock . He give me ano thah 

drink out dat j ar an ' he give her one. He said , "Now ,  don ' t be scared . When de 
law come an ' ast yo ' anything , yo ' got nerve enough tuh tell ' em." 

We so t up dere , an ' he said , " Yo '  want chure husban ' tuh go home ? "  
She said , " Yes . " 
He said , " Yo ' shure yo ' want him tuh go ? "  
Say ,  " Yessuh , ah want him tuh go . "  
He say , "Yo ' want him tuh try it . Git three straight pins . " An '  he got a 

piece of  b luestone j es '  about dat long [ demonstrates ] .  He got dat bluestone an ' 
he beat it  up right f ine. An '  he laid one o f  dem straigh t  pins lak dis an ' one 
across de o thah one lak dat , an ' put de othah point - de prong stuck an ' de haid 
out dat way . 

(You mean along - the two pins were in a row , and one was across them? ) [A  
letter "H" - here 2 crosses together , a doublecross.] 

Cross de o thahs , yes . 
( Like a long cross?) 
Yes . 
An' he got some mo ' stuff outa dere looked lak powders an ' put it  wit dat 

bluestone an ' stuff . Ah don ' know whut dat wuz , he didn ' t tell me de name of it . 
He said , "Well , "  he took mah han' an ' shook it  three times , an ' said , "Now , 

yo' take dis ball ah'm givin ' yo"' - it  wuz a ball about dat large [indicates ] -
•an• put i t  in yore watch pocket." Say , " Yo ' carry it  every day wit yo ' .  An' 
if yo• meet de law or see ' em ,  yo ' take dis stuff - git dis lil ' ball an ' rub it 
in yore han ' three times [ demonstrates ] ,  jes' lak dat ,  an ' rub it  on yore face . 
Rub yore face down twice lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  an ' twice dat way [ demons trates] 
1alt dat . II 

(Twice down over your face and then twice back over your hair? Over your head 
vith your hands?)  

Yes. 
"An1," he s aid , "ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dere won ' de police say nuthin tuh yo ' . "  

J!e say , "I f dey do , yo ' come an ' tell me an ' ah ' ll do somepin else . "  He say ,  
-wow when yo ' go on home , "  he say , "yo ' goin ' meet de patrol right in front of  
yore house . " 

When ah got tuh mah do ' step neah de front of  de hous e ,  de patrolman comes 
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right by an' s lowed up lak he wuz goin ' s top . Dat wuz in ' 37 an' dey ain ' t 
been dere yet . [ Fayetteville , N. Car., (1392) , 250 2:3.]  

11280 . Yo ' kin take a pusson ' s  shoe an' yo ' kin measure de length of dey 
track an ' yo' kin go tuh a spring . De spring yo' know is 16 inches wide or 20; 

ROOT DOCTOR AT FAYETTEVILLE GIVES RITE ABOUT 
FOOT TRACK - MEASURING WITH SILK - TRANSFERRING 
MEASUREMENT TO SPRING - BRINGING BORROWER TO HIM 

de 20 is de length. If it 
ain ' t ovah 20 inches wide, 
yo'd measure dat shoe an ' 
measure dat spring fo ' ways , 
on dat shoe track. An ' dem 

people come tuh yo ' an ' dey borrow an ' borrow an' borrow . Well, yo ' got ' em 
s teppin' den , ' cause yo' done took advantage of ' em . Dey come tuh yo ' tuh bor
row a match or sompin all de time . Well , de way fo '  yo ' tuh do den , yo ' go ahead 
an ' yo' git chew some bear roots, lak it [root ] be ' s on [ in] de swamps. [Bear 
roo t I am unable to identify . It may be the b earberry (IZex deidua) of southern 
U . S . A . , or less likely the inkberry , a holly (IZex gZabra) o f  eas tern North Am
erica . ]  Yo' boil dat bear root good till it turn yallah .  Bear roots  are aor ta 
black-yallah roo t-lak . An' yo ' boil it an ' boil it an' boil it , until it git 
feelin' right soft-lak . Den yo' take dat out an ' clip 'bout dat much o f f  of it 
[ demonstrates] , an ' de fus t chance yo ' git yo ' pit [put] it  on anythin ' fo' 'em 
tuh drink - anythin ' . Well, yo ' gotta git some on anythin 1 yo ' give to ' em ,  or 
eithah yo' git a chance tuh put a piece in his pocket. He'll wandah away an'-

yo ' ll nevah see him . If yo ' git ary a p iece of  it in his pocket. 
(The spring you measure . You mean that has got water in it , a sp ring?) 
Yeah, a spring dat have watah in it.  Yo' measure it fo '  ways , with his foot

track - have de length of his track . But a s ilk s tring . Don' have no othah 
kind o f  s tring ,  any kinda silk s tring . Don ' care if  it ' s  of fen a woman ' s stock
in ' laig. An' measure it [ spring ] fo ' ways. If his track will measure eight 
inches , measure it , an ' if  it ' s a s ixteen inches spring , measure it twice fo ' 
ways [measure i t  twice on each of its  4 sides ] an ' yo ' can ' t  be wrong . Fo ' ways. 
An' i f  yo ' hit it jes ' right, he ' ll come to yore hous e de same time de next 
time . Don ' t care if it's ten a'clock in de day, yo ' done it, he'll be in yore 
house at ten a ' clock tonight tuh borrow sompin. He gotta know sompin it • • •  
[he must know what you are doing to him] . 

(What does he come to borrow for? ) 
Well, �· gittin' - worryin' him yo '  know. S ee, dat' s buryin ' his track yo ' 

know. Dat ' s  drawin ' him to yo ' ,  yo' know, by doin '  dat. 
(What do you draw him to you for ?) 
[Here is the s ecret of the rite.] 
Draw him to yo ' fo ' ?  Well, j es '  lak if yo ' s  mad wit him or sompin , yo ' know, 

an ' yo ' wanta aggravate him or somethin' othah, yo ' d  do dat. 
[ My informant ' s reason for drawing the borrower to him just  to annoy him does 

not make sense . A cons tant borrower you would want to keep away . Surely this 
is the remnant of a rite on how to bring a witch bewitching you to your hous e 
so that you could refus e to loan anything and free yourself from his or her 
spell. See "Never Lend to a Witch," No . l6338 , p . 8 75 and elsewhere in that witch
craft section, FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS , 2nd ed. ] [ Faye tteville, N. 
Car . , (1438 , roo t doctor) , 2607:2 . ]  

11281 . An experience o f  my own self . I tell you about i t. Few years ago -
a few years ago, j us t  I came to Virginia . Well , I came here with s ome kind of  
spell or something on me , and I would suf fer s o  in a way , you know , would break 
out with those fine spots [ bump s ?] and then they would dry up and when they 
would dry, I could peel it. I had days at a time when it would turn right rough
like and peel it out to my fingers - bo th arms. And usually my hands, anywhere 
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about my face , it would turn dark . Well , I never had been my natural color since, 
and I come to be all splotchy and everything like I am . But after my husband 

INFORMANT WAS HURT SO THAT SKIN BROKE OUT IN SPOTS 
THAT DRIED UP - COULD BE PEELED OFF TO FINGERS 
SHE WENT TO A ROOT DOCTOR WHO SAID A BLACK SNAKE 
HAD CAUSED THE AILMENT - DOCTOR MADE A HALF GALLON 
OF MEDICINE FROM COCKLEBUR - KING OF THE WORLD 
BLACK MOSS·  [ OR BLACK DRAFT? ] AND OTHER INGREDIENTS 
PATIENT ELIMINATED [MEAT ] SKIPPERS AND GOT WELL 

came here , there was a man 
told him,  say , "you take her 
to Berkley [ the hoodoo cen
ter near Nor folk ] and she 
can get cured . "  Say , "There 
is a woman there . "  Her name 
was Jenny Bridge and she 
died four years ago in Ber-
ley , Virginia , on Berkley 

Avenut . And she gave me some medicine . I s een her making something . I didn ' t 
know the odor , but I knowed the [ something ] cuttlebone and I knowed the [ some
thing ] . 

(What was the firs t part of that medicine you mentioned? ) 
Cuttleburr [ Cocklebur ] .  You know in the field it ' s  sticky , stick in you . And 

King of the World [ this the second preceding "Something" ] - it ' s  a wood ,  and she 
had some black [ surely black draft or draught ,  & laxative ] .  I knew that . And 
she say that would kill effect [ of ] the poison. And she had green [ something ] .  
And she boiled that all together and she had some kind of other powders , but she 
wouldn ' t say what that was and I didn' t know what it was , but it s eems some kind
like alum. I t  mus t  have been alum, the way it would [ feel? ] on  my flesh , you 
know, kind of sharp . And then she gave me one big old halfa gallon glass j ug 
full of it . And it  make me awfully sick when I take i t ,  but I ' d  taken it because 
I wanted to get well , because I was j us t  a walking skeleton . I whar in a bad 
fix, but she told me , she say , "Well , you take this now , but what pass from you , "  
she say ,  "don ' t you empty your bucket o r  slop j ar . "  She say ,  "Let your husband 
empty it because it b e ' s  about him. " And I use it and he tell me to leave it . 
He was running a s tore you see , a grocery bus iness ,  and I leave it  fer him to 
come in . And one morning he got up , he said ,  "Now I will empty the slop j ar 
before ah leave . "  And he opened this j ar and he j us t  cried like a baby . He say ,  
"Oh , you ,  j us t  come look . "  An d  all that , you know, was big-like , b loated . And 
on top of  i t  it was like skipp les [ skippers ] .  You see skipp les come out o f  meat? 
[Yes ! Out of  country-cured hams . Skippers in S outhern U . S . A . , any maggot in
festing meat . Those in ham can j ump 50 times own length upward into air ! Some
where in HOODOO I describe my experience with them. ] I t  was j us t  as full of 
skipp les as it  could be . The skipp les j us t  branching out . They coming from 
worrying . They come from me . And you see I ask her the next time I went for 
another j ug of medicine , I say ,  "Miss Bridge , what is the trouble with me ?"  She 
say ,  "Why you was hUP t with a blacksnake in a s tale melon . "  She say ,  "That ' s  
why my body would get s t  • • • • • • • •  [ s teaming =fever ? ] . " You know I was terrified 
all the time . [Our doator , saying patient ' s  ailment had been caused by a black 
snake , may have had herpes [ snake ] or shingles , in mind; but surely much of the 
skin trouble in HOODOO came from pellagra , disease caused by deficient diet . ]  
[Newport News , Va . ,  (482), 503:10.] 

11282. Yo ' s  gwine down de s treet an ' yo ' j es t  pass an ' measure up on him . 
Yo' got a good s trong han' [hand for pro tection ] see .  Well,  he goin '  meet chew; 
yo ' goin ' meet him - gwine right on down to meet him .  He ' s  got a pistol and yo ' 

WORD ROOTMAKER RARE COMPARED TO WORD ROOTWORKER 
ain ' t got any. All right . 
An ' he ain ' t goin ' follow yo ' ! 
Why? Yo ' done went off  some

where and got chew some root - yo ' know what chew call roots - got chew some 
s tuff from some rootmaker. [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (599), 7 7 7:3 . ] 
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1128 3 .  Now , 
Beaufort, North 
where I leanred 

I was in Beaufort, South Carolina [pronounce Bu ' fert , but for 
Carolina pronounce Bo'fort] where de real herbsman is . Dat ' s  
it [from the ] leading herbsman [he means Doator Buzzard ] of  the 

country [ lived ] • • •  [ later I asked about 
any initiation ceremony]: 

WORD HERBSMAJI ALSO USED THOUGH RARE 
DOCTOR DESCRIBES FICTITIOUS INITIATION 
LATER HE USES THE WORDS HERB DOCTOR 

(When Doator Buz zard taught people , 
did he initiate them in any way?) 
Oh , yes. 
(Did he have some sort of  
when they became doators? 

initiation 
Or something 

What did he of that sort?  Some sort of  a ceremony 
do to make a person a root  doc tor?) 

or something of that sort ? 

You don ' t supposed to give them initiation s igns away , but ah kin show you. 
(Well, suppose you show it to me . If you can ' t give it away, show it to me.) 
[Informant gives a worthless  demons tration , faintly whispering while I co� 

ment: ] (put two hands back of your neck. Wash your hands in the wine , in the 
;at;r, and then stand back to back. Turn back , glass over hand . What kind o f  
glass? Mirror?  Spyglas s ?  Jus t pick a glass . And take and spell root ,  spell 
it three times . What do you mean by getting black?) 

The hands will t urn dark. The inside o f  your hands , after he has examined 
them. 

{After he examines you in your work , the hands will turn dark, if they are 
or if you are not pure.) 

He ' s  got a glass that he hold up like that , see . Big old glass . Then you go 
to the mirror . You put that stuff in your hands. 

[Informant is demons trating . ] 
(You put your hands agains t the mirror , �� !!£, three times . )  
If that hand turn black , why you are no good! [You will never be a roo t  

doctor . ]  
(Well ,  now , d o  you mean that if you should meet somebody in a different city, 

that you' d have any password so you could identify each other or something of 
that sort , or do you know each other? )  

No, ah got something to tell you . Every herb doator knows dere but one 
special one any part de city dey go . Give me de book and I ' ll tell you that. 

[Is he asking for my Numbers Book so that  he can write it down? ] 
(When you meet this f ellow, what do you say to him?) 
Them same words . 
[Informant makes some nois es ! ] 
(Momentary Rrr ? Momentary Ah, ah. ) 
An' you say this to me . 
[He says something I repeat. ] 
(I N T E. Then he knows you are a root doctor? ) 
Oh, yes. Suppose dey [a doator] come in here to you , j es ' say momentary , 

"Ah-ah," and he tell you , " I  love P .D . "  [ Charles ton, S. Car., {512), 583:1.] 
11284 . Ah went to a hoodoo an ' he tole me to git  a s ilver dollar . Ah don't 

know why ah should ' splain diz or not .  Whut [ah ]  am goin ' say now, yo ' know 

WORD HOODOO USED FOR ROOT DOCTOR OR WITCHCRAFT 
SHE - COITUS - TIES SILVER DOLLAR IN HIS SHIRTTAIL 

yo ' have her to tie dat knot into yore shirttail on 
best experience ah evah had in mah life. 

(Tie what kno t ? ) 

it ' s  kinda bad thing to 
explain. He tole me say , 
"Yo ' git on a woman an' 
while yo ' on dat woman, 

yore back . An '  dat ' s de 
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Tie a knot into my shirttail - dat silver dollar tied up into mah shirttail 
in dat knot. Dat ' s  de bes t experience ah evah had. She did it. Ah did dat . 

(What kind of  luck did that give you?) 
Well , ah wus lucky all de time . 
(In all sorts o f  ways ? )  
Yes sub. 
(You mean you had to be actually on her while she tied that? ) 
While she tied dat knot ah ' d  have to be on her . An ' ah tole her whut ah want 

to do, a s ilver dollar . [For a man to tie 9 knots in a s tring and to tie it on 
woman 's  back while loving her, compare 106 78 , p . 4044, v .5. ] [ S t . Petersburg, 
Fla . , (1035 ) , 1682 : 3 . ] 

11285. Yeah ,  a goiture [ goitre ] . You kin go to a spring [running water] an' 
i f  i t ' s  [ goitre] is bad, it might care [ carry ]  you away [ you could die ] . You 

HUMPADEE ( = HUMPTY ] - LAST NAME DUMPTY NEVER SPOKEN 
JOLLY WOMAN - ABLE ROOT DOCTOR - MY FIRST OF HER SEX 
APPROPRIATELY MENTION HER IN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LAUGHING DOCTOR OF WAYCROSS [v . 2, p . l4 70 ] WHOM SHE 
RESEMBLED - AND REMEMBER HER: A WOMAN'S NOT MUCH 
BUT A MAN YOU KNOW IS THE "TOP PIECE OF THE EARTH" 
[v . l ,  No . l711, p . 52 1 ]  - HER RITE NOW FOLLOWING CURES 
GOITRE : COLD SPRING WATER DRUNK AS MOON WASTES AWAY 

kin take - now , you go to 
a spring an' get choo some 
watah an ' ever ' mornin ' , 
well,  you ' ll jes ' take 
that spring watah an ' put 
it in a pan . Well , when 
you put it  in a pan, you 
put a piece of  ice about 
so big [demonstrates ] in 
this watah an' wait  till 

it git real col ' . You kin put it on ice that night , i f  you wan'ta . Then in the 
mornin' pour it in a pan , then put a piece of ice on it an ' you know it be plenty 
col ' . Well, then you j es' take that like this here, look [demonstrates ] put it  
right on that goij ure [ goitre] . Well , put  it  on  there as  the moon hit [it ]  waste  
away . But choo got ta do it when it [ goitre] first begins . You can ' t let it git 
large on you. If you do , tain't no cure for you. [Richmond , Va . , (404) , 359 :5. ] 

11286. On 7ls t Psalm of David . See : Oh� Lord God in thee I put my trus t. 
N ever Zet me be put aonfusion in [be put in confusion ] . Thy have behoZdth from 
the womb . Thou art he that took me out of my mother's boweZs and my praise shaU 
be aontained in thee. [More or less like the King James Version.] 

ONE OF THE DOCTORS USING BIBLE - HERE PSALM 7 1  
TO KEEP YOUR SEXUAL FORCE - ALSO BOOTLEGGING 

This is the only Zuization, 
[Does he mean utiZization? In 
any case translate word remedy.] 
that I know of  to  keep your 

sexual force , you unders tand , away from you in that respect ,  and that don' t he 'p  
you very much , but the s till of that is  to  keep down - the enemy ' s force down. 
Says , Cas t me not off in the time of oZ.d age� and forsak e not my s trength� for 
my enemies speaks agains t me. And they that Z.ay was te my soul. take aounseZ to
gether. [Also from Psalm 71 . ] 

That ' s  the second chapter Proverb. There ' s  the 9 th, lOth and 24th verse, yeah 
of the 7ls t Psalm of David . Now , that's a very good portion of Scripture that I 
know dey use in that respect .  

(In what respect ? )  
I say i n  that respect what you asked m e  just now about . 
(About wha t ? )  
About the bootlegging proposition ,  yeah . 
(Oh, bootlegging, yes, if  you want to keep the law away from there . )  
I mean , that ' s a very good chapter ,  I mean for to keep you successful in 

[your] own undertaking there. [Richmond , Va . ,  (between 418-428), 377:5.] 
11287. You go kill a deer . 

· 
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(A deer ? )  
Oh , yeah ! Kill a deer . 

save the blood and save the 
I t ' s  a very tame animal . You kill a female deer , 
fat out of the s ide for a salve . I get that . You 

INSTEAD OF BIBLE - THIS DOCTOR HAD MEDICAL REMEDY 
FOR IMPOTENCE - FEMALE DEER FAT-AND-BLOOD SALVE 
THE FEMALE . • •  IS A LAMB AND THE BUCK 'S A MAN 
NOT BIOLOGICAL STATEMENT BUT RESULT OF MEDICINE 

know the female , what they 
call in the eas t you know , 
is a lamb and the buck ' s a 
man . Get that fat and fry 
it out . That fat , I don ' t 
mind giving that fat for 

that . That will bring it . That will fix him so that he kin have some woman 
about once or twice a month . That other thing , [whatever it was ] , I could no t 
give . It ' s  too deadly . [Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( ? ) , 451 : 5 . ] 

11288 . They takes it [hair ] from de mole [mold of your head ] and after tak
ing it from de mole , they tie it up with pepper or salt , and then they kin put 

it with some one of your 

ZORRO - MENTALIST - FRAGMENT OMITTED FROM INTERVIEW 
soiled napkins . 
(The woman? ) 
Shore . And they practi
cally will come to be 

what you would say dizzy in de head . Then , again , it will cause them probably 
to lose a portion of their hair for a time , then he begins to work . [Norfolk , 
Va . , (Doator Zorro , No . 468 , his interview pp . ll58-1171 , v . 2) , 469 : 1 . ] 

11289 . [Margin title STATIONARY ROOT OF DOCTOR KING IN RICHMOND gave us a 
rare root indeed (No . 7254 , pp . 3235-3237 , v . 4) , but now the doator will describe 

DOCTOR KING AND HIS REMARKABLE 4 BROTHERS ROOT 
HIGH JOHN - LOW JOHN - LONG JOHN - SHORT JOHN 
CARE IT WITH YOU - YOU KIN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT 

for us an even rarer root : ]  
[ In answer to my ques tion about 
a man attracting women , the 
doator answered : ]  Well , in 
that ins tance you have to ob

tain them FoUP Brothers . Yo ' got to git  a High John� Low John� Long John� and 
Short John [ all together called ] the Conkah [=Conqueror] . Yo ' got to get all 
four of ' em , cuz one ain ' t gon ' a  do you no good . Yo ' kin git that in Beaufort , 
[ S .  Car . ] .  An ' they grows together but ever ' one of  ' em got a dif f ' rent leaf . 

(They grow detached but near each o ther� [Doator ignores or did no t under
s tand my comment to the microphone . ]  

Yo ' don ' t have to do nothin '  with it when you git de FoUP Brothers but jis ' 
care [ carry ] it with yo ' . Yo ' kin do anything yo ' want . Anything yo ' do is in 
yuh favor . An' specially if yo ' kin git clos e to a person to rub dat on ' em .  
Another thing , them FoUP Brothers is suppose to  protect chub . [ The FoUP Broth
ers of course represent the foUP coPners of the earth (The Reve lation of St. 
John the Divine , 7 : 1) which appear so frequently in HOODOO. A final comment of  
mine reads "not so  sure , may wait for par (allel) !" I s till had to  learn that 
each real doator had things specially his or  her own . This , my transcription 
made in pencil a few months after the recording ,  i s  attached here . ]  [Richmond , 
Va . , ( 393) , 347 : 3 . ] 

11290 .  Doator King ' s  account 
8 years old to Beaufort ,  S .  Car . 

of hims elf begins : from Columbia ,  S .  Car . When 
Not much in this for an extract .  Of course he 

worked or studied with Doctor Buzz ard 
( 341 : 9 ) . Next comes the s tationary root 
previous ly mentioned (342 : 1) .  Put black 

SOME MORE MATERIAL FROM DOCTOR KING 

cat bone scrapings 
etc ] . The picture 
year later I would 

on a photograph , if you are looking for a man [a criminal , 
turns light or dark , etc . [according to your question] .  A 
have learned more from Doator King about this . Later I added , 
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"Be careful in using this unless a par (allel) secured ! "  Nonsense! This was the 
doctoP 's own method ( 344:1) . A rite about snake eggs used to kill person ( 344:� . 
To take out frogs caused by frog eggs . Black seeds from a watermelon , horse hoof 
dus t ,  a tea made from. I comment doubtful.. Nonsense! ( 345:1) . "Yo ' kin take 
�man or yourself , either one , an ' if yo ' git some hair from down there an ' 
s top it up in a bottle with kerosene on that . Take away all your courage - away 
from you ( 34 7:1) . Rub kerosene on woman ' s  privates , takes her courage ( 347 : 2) . 
DoctoP King also appears in No . 830 , p . 288 , v . l .  I f  I failed , remember that 
DoctoP King was in a hurry , on his way to see a patient , but would meet me again 
the following day . He took a disappearing Poot ! 

11291 . [ In addition to the following material , there are other dog rites 
scattered throughout HOODOO , especially in that long group o f  cats-and-dogs 
together , 49 rites : No . l0881 , p . 40 8 7  to No . l0 9 30 , p . 4096, v . 5 . ]  

DOG - MEASURE TIP OF NOSE TO TIP OF TAIL - WITH 
HICKORY STICK - CUT STICK THAT LENGTH - CUT HAIR 
FROM TIP OF TAIL - BURY BOTH UNDER VICTIM ' S  DOOR 
TIE DOG OUT IN COUNTRY - THIS DRIVES VICTIM AWAY 

Git chew a s t i ck ,  cut off  de 
length of dog ; nos e ,  tail 
an ' all - de measure of his 
body . Dis little b unch [ o f  
hai r ]  d e  end o f  his tail , cut 
dis end of  hair , tail [hair ] 

off altogether an ' take it an ' bury it undah 
de dog an ' lead him outa town , give him ' way 
somewhere ] . Dem peoples will leave [ town ] . 

de do ' s t eps . An ' dey say yo ' take 
tuh somebody or tie him off  [ away 

(That will make that person leave - out o f  town . ) 
( I f  I wanted you to leave town ,  I would get a s tick . Any kind of a stick? ) 
A hickory s tick ,  a green one . 
(A green hickory s t ick and I would measure that 

i t  belonged to . I would measure this dog from the 
tip of i t ' s  tail , and would cut the s tick o f f  j us t  
the hairs of  the tail . Then I would take this dog 
place . Then I would bury this s tick and this hair 
would make you leave town ? )  

Yessuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1509) , 26 76:2 2 . ] 

dog - any dog ,  no mat ter who 
tip of  it ' s  nose ,  down to the 
that length . I would cut off  
out of  town and tie  it some 
under your doorstep , and that 

1129 2 .  Take a piece outa black dog ' s tail an ' yo ' ll take some dirt [ including 
soot ] outa de back of de chimley where yo ' find des e ole clay chimleys . Take 

BLACK DOG TAIL HAIR - CLAY CHIMNEY SOOT - URINE 
AT ENEMY ' S  DOOR - BRING DEM DOWN TO YUH COMMAND 

some dirt outa de back o f  a 
chimley an ' den yo ' put dat . 
If  yo ' be  fortunate enough to 
git some of dey watah an ' put 

it wit dat dog tail an ' dat clay outa de backa dat chimley , an ' bury at dey ' s 
do ' s tep - at dey do ' s tep . Den , ah don ' t care how bittah enemies dey been to 
yo' or whatsomevah dey ' ve been like dat tryin ' to up [ to be upish , superior ] ,  
yo' kin bring dem down to yuh command . Dat makes dem make friends wit yo ' ,  make 
any kinda bad enemies friends . Ah ' ve heard dat ' bout de black dog tail an ' dat 
chimley dirt an ' a lit tle bit  of [ their ] urine [ sometimes ureene but chambeP Zye 
vas s till the usual word ] . I t ' ll make a friend . Put at dey do ' s t ep .  [Waycros s , 

DOG ' S HEART AND PAD FROM PAW COOKED TO A SALVE 
WOMAN RUBS THIS ON HER RIVAL 4 OR 5 TIMES CAUSING 

RIVAL TO HUFFER • • •  LAX DE DOG • • •  RUN • • •  TONGUE HANGIN ' OUT 

Ga . , ( 1138) , 1854 : 1 . ] 
1129 3 .  Ah heard dat 
dey take de dog , if a 
woman wanted tuh git 
somebody outa her 

way - no doub t  if , it j es '  a friend of hers [ get rid of a rival] . Den, if she 
would take de dog ,  prob ' ly kill de dog an ' take de dog 's heapt - it wasn ' t  de 
livah - it was de heapt of a dog , an ' den take de heapt [ center ] out fPom undah 
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his hoof [paw ] . Jes ' take dat p iece o f  meat out from undah his foot dere , an ' 
take de heart o f  a dog . An '  yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' cooks it  an ' yo ' makes a 
salve out o f  i t , j es '  cook it  down tuh a salve . Take de watah o f f  or de grease 
or whatevah it  is . I f  yo ' j es '  git dis on her any place - j es '  git some of it  
on  her any place , fo ' five [ 4  or 5 ]  diff ' ren ' times , den yo ' could cause dis wo
man j es '  tuh run an ' huffer j es '  lak de dog does. Jes ' run j es '  lak yo ' s ee a 
dog run ' long wit his tongue hangin ' out . Wel l ,  dis woman she would git j es ' 
lak de dog [ less attractive to man b o th were after ] . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(139 1) , 2495 : 8 . ] 

1129 4 . Ketch a dog 
where [ demons trates ] .  

and git his - s ee , de place in a dog ' s  face right heah 
Pull dat hair out . An '  j es '  in de middle o f  his back , 

TO KEEP WOMAN FROM YOUR HUSBAND - HAIR FROM MIDDLE 
OF DOG ' S  FACE AND BACK - IN BAG WITH SULPHUR AND 
GUNPOWDER - TIE UP - DROP AND POP AS WOMAN PAS SES 

de same amount of hair dat 
yo ' pull out of his face . 
An ' put it into a rag , a 
spotles s white cloth er 
rag . An ' yo ' put chew some 

sulphur an' yo ' put chew some gunpowder in dere - gunpowder and sulphur . Yo ' 
tie dat up in dere and make out lak yo ' workin ' in de yard . As yo ' workin ' roun ' 
de yard , take a look an ' s ee if  yo ' see either one of dem would have yore � ef 
yo ' worried about yore husband . If  yo ' see either one of  dem comin ' pas t yore 
house , yo ' j es t  take it up an ' take it  ovah to heah an ' throw it  dis way [ demon
s trates ] .  Jes t drop dat thing down . ' Co ' s e it got a little gunpowder an ' it  
will pop an ' it will break ' em up . Dat will break dem up , ah know dat . 

( That is if  this woman is fooling around with your husband , you do that to 
break them up . )  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 76 7:4. ] 

11295 . Ef yo ' want a person to act like a dog , cut off  de end of a she dog 
and let it dry up and ground it into powder • • •  

(The end o f  what ? )  
Oh her , hers elf , de she dog • • •  

(Her private , cut off  the end? ) 
Cut off  a end o f  it an ' put i t  up an ' let it  dry • • •  

(A p iece o f  flesh? ) 
Yassuh and let it  dry , an ' when i t  dry j es '  sprinkle it  all over ' em an ' yo '  

have de nature o f  a dog • • •  

SHE DOG - CUT OFF - DRY - POWDER PIECE OFF HER PRIVATES 
SPRINKLE ON VICTIM - GIVE S  NATURE OF A WELP DOG - HOWL 

(You have the nature 
of a dog! How do you 
mean that ? )  
Of a whelp dog - yo ' 

howl - yo ' have nature j es '  lak a whelp dog . 
(Makes you howl - they rub that over you some way? ) 
Yassuh ,  have to rub it  ovah yo ' .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 701) , 960:3 . ]  
11296. You wanta man stay away from your hous e ,  sompin like dat , why you 

git a hair from one dese man [male]  dogs . S ee .  And j es t  - I ' m making reference 

THIS HAIR FROM A �N DOG BURIED UNDER A MAN ' S DOOR 
AND MAGIC WALKING AWAY ARE RARE AND INTERESTING 

[giving an illus trat ion ] 
now - j es t  like you wants 
a man , you figure dat a man 
worryin ' you , wi t you and 

your family . Why you ' d git  some hair from a dog . You git it  right off  de - you 
know where his tether at , you git some hair right from de end of da t .  All right , 
you git dat hair and you take a knife and you cut i t  up , cut it  up fine . All 
right , after you cut dat hair up fine you carry it and you put it to dis .fellah 
door, right under de s t ep . See , and bury it  about three or four inches . See . 
After you bury it about three or four inches , you walk away from de hous e about 
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ten s t eps . Af ter walking away from de hous e about ten steps all r ight , you walk 
backward about five steps - backwards . S ee. You walk five steps backwards . 
All right, don ' t walk de way you walked de first t ime , dose ten feet . [Walk 
backwards at an angle . ] All right, after you walk backward now , gotta walk side
ways about 20 feet - s ideways . And then you keep on about chure business and go 
on home. That'll keep him away from your house. See, he'll never come back. 
[Those preceding words hair right from de end of dat I unders tood at the time 

but failed to annotate their meaning to the cylinder . They could signify the 
end of the rope and hair from around the male dog ' s  neck . These hairs then 
would have tied the victim down to his own home , kep t him away . If  so , surely 
the hairs would not have been cut up . Or would they? I s till think these are 
phallic dog hairs cut up and buried at the victim ' s door . That leaving , the 
st eps forwards ,  walking backwards at an angle, and finally sideways at a right 
angle, is my only example in HOODOO, though there are many examples of magic 
walking away . ]  [Charleston , S. Car . , (511) , 5 79:5 . ]  

1129 7 .  If someone done any harm to yo ', yo ' ketch yo' a dog- not chure dog , 
neither yor� cat - an ' yo ' take dis dog an ' shave de hair from right  underneath 

• 
IF SOMEONE HARMS YOU - CUT UNDER-TAIL HAIR FROM DOG 
HOT YOURS - PUT IN EGG SHELL WITH SULPHUR - PARCH 
BURY AT STEP - HARMER ASKS FORGIVENESS OR LEAVES 

his tail , right dead up 
clo se to his tail as pos
s ible. Shave it off an ' 
take dat an ' take an aig, 
an ' break dis aig an' take 

de yellah out o f  it an ' leave de white , an' den yo ' put dis hair in dat shell . 
Den yo' set it in de s tove wit a little sulphur in it  an' parch it . Jes ' set it  
in dere lak yo ' bake a apple an ' s et it in dere till it ' s parched till it crumble 
down de center . Don ' t yo' have to mash it - j es'  crumble down in de pan . Den 
yo' take it out an ' bury it  at de front s tep . Dis individual who have done 
somepin to yo' will come back- come back to yo' an' beg yore pardon - either 
[or] he will go so far away till yo ' ll nevah have no contact wit him any mo' . 
Dat ' s  whut dat ' ll do. 

(That is all you have to do - use that dog hair and that eggshell and the 
sulphur?) 

An' de sulphur . [Savannah, Ga . , (1279 ) , 2176 : 6 . ] 
11298 .  C ertain kind o f  things about de bristle o f  a dog. Git de bristle of  

a dog, nine s trands [hairs ] o f  it. An ' yo ' git dat bris tle an' yo ' know, yo ' kin 

9 DOG BRI STLES - WRAP IN VI CTIM ' S CLOTHES - CRAZY 
take it an' wrap it up. Ball 
de clo thes up in it an' he be 
mad all de time . No satis-

faction no way atal l .  Mad all de time an ' den he ' ll jest naturally go crazy . 
(You j ust get these bristles from the dog . ) 
People say dey know dat s hore to b e  done . [Waycross , Ga., ( 1074), 1739 : 5 . ] 
1129 9 . If yo' have a little dog of  some sort, cut dis dog tail off  [hair 

from tail ? ] an' burn it . An ' git chew some gunpowder an ' some gasoline an' burn 

DOG'S TAIL AND GUNPOWDER - BURN WITH GASOLINE 
ASHES UNDER ENEMY'S DOORSTEP CAUSES CONFUSION 

it  [hair ] up. An ' take de ashes 
an' carry it dere .  Set it dere -
don ' t let no one see - by night . 
Throw it in dere front do' an ' 

10 off on by . Dey never will wanta live dere any mo ' .  
(What do you do that for ? )  
Dat's to run 'em out from dere . 
(Run them out o f  the house , to cause confusion in the home , chase them out 

so they finally break up . [ S t . Petersburg, Fla. ( 1043),  1693:11.] 
11300. Got de hair from a dog - git it  from right o ff his right hip - an ' 
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yo' take dat hair an' put it  in some coffee . An '  if yo ' got anybody dat chew, 

HAIR FROM RIGHT HIP OF DOG 
IN COFFEE OF DISLIKED PERSON 
WHO THEN GIVES YOU NO TROUBLE 

chew dis like around yore house , yo' j es '  give 
' em dat an ' let ' em drink de coffee up, off dat 
dog hair . Well , yo' won't have no trouble. 
(The right  hip you say. The front or back? ) 
De back one [ the leg a dog lifts ? ] . [ Bruns-

wick, Ga . ,  (1188), 2005:7.] 
11301 . Ah heard dat chew could git  

git  his blood from him an ' put it into 
de blood from a dog ,  a black dog. Jes ' 
- j es' lak ah git de dog's blood , see , 

BLOOD OF BLACK DOG - INTO YOUR COFFEE OR DRINKS 
YO' HAVE A DOG IN YO ' • • •  SICK ON DE STOMIC ALWAYS 

an '  put it into yore coffee 
whut chew drink , or water , 
anything yo ' drink, Let yo' 
drink it an ' , well , yo ' have 

a dog in yo ' .  Mos t everything 
cross, Ga . , (1136), 1849:7.] 

yo ' eat will make yo' s ick on de stomic. [Way-

11302. [There are a number of  these dog-in-you beliefs and rites in HOODOO:] 
I have heard ab out people putting a spell on a person and that spell killed them, 
and while they are dying they bark like a dog . [ New York City, by hand, inform
ant No . 1 , Julia, f rom N. Car . ] 

11303 . They s ay you can put something on them and they will howl like a dog. 
[Newport News ,  Va., Ediphone , informant No.28. ]  

11304 . Dey use hair o f f a  a dog fo ' whut ah heard. Ah heard that if  a person 
git a nail s tuck in dey feet an' yo' shave de dog an ' put de hair on dere, it ' s  

DOG HAIR APPLIED TO NAIL WOUND CURES THE POISON 
good fo ' de poison. But fo' 
anything else ah haven't heard . 
[ Read poison or hoodoo poison? 

The problem here is did you step on the nail accidentally or did s omeone aunjure 
the wound upon you - make you s tep on nail ? ]  [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1214), 2061:7.] 

HAIR BACK OF DOG'S NECK - 9 PODS OF RED PEPPER 
AND CORNMEAL - UNDER DOORSTEP - TO KEEP DOG HOME 

11305 .  Take some red pepper -
nine balls [ pods ? ] o f  red pep
per [ finger peppers ? ]  and put 
it in meal [ cornmeal = maize 

meal] and make it into a cake. An '  don ' t cook it  but put it raw under the door
s tep and bury it deep , and the dog would s tay home . 

(Where do you get this hair from the dog?) 
Right in back of  his neck, get the hair from the back of  his neck. [Norfolk , 

Va., (457), 446:2.] 
11306 . Yes, sir, ah heah ' em say i f  yo' go t a 

have a dog at yuh house an ' dat dog keep goin ' in 

TO KEEP DOG HOME - USE TAIL HAIR AND SALT AT DOOR 

dog . Ah hear ' d ' em say if yo' 
somebody ' s  house ,  or won ' t  s tay 

away, yo' kin take some of  de 
hair out 'is tail , an ' take 
i t  an ' put some salt wit it , 

an' take it an ' bury it at yuh steps, undah yuh s tep s . Dey s ay dat dog ' ll nevah 
leave dere no more. 

(I see, that keeps the dog at home . )  
not common.] [Petersburg, Va . ,  2nd trip 

[ The addition o f  salt to this rite is 
there, (444), 418:3 . ] 

SPLIT WOOD - INSERT DOG HAIR - NAIL TO BACK STEPS 
11307, Take cat or dog hair 
an ' take a piece of  wood an' 
split de wood . Stick de hair 

in dis wood an' nail it down at chure back steps, an ' de dog will nevah leave 
home 'lessen someone taken dat away . [Memphis , Tenn . , (928), 15 11:5 . ]  

11308 . Take a cat, or either a dog, an '  if he won ' t s tay home • • • •  Yo' let de 
dog in de do' - lak dat do ' dere - an' den pull de do ' to  an ' den pull him out , 
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jes' enough to git some of dat hair in dat do'. An' den he won't go off nowhere, 
won' stay off. [Brunswick, 
Ga. , (1239), 2109:8. ] PULL DOG THROUGH DOOR CLOSED ENOUGH TO REMOVE HAIR 

DEN HE WON ' GO OFF NOWHERE, WON ' STAY OFF 11309. Hair from top of 
dog's head and from top of 

tail [from head to tail] put in forked stick, buried under steps, keeps him home. 

DOG HAIR - TIP OF TAIL AND SHOULDER BRISTLES 
BURY HAIR UNDER DOORSTEP TO KEEP ANIMAL HOME 

[Richmond, Va., (350), 293:4.] 
11310. Lak ah' d give yo' a houn' 
dog an' yo' want him tuh stay 
home, jes' take an' cut off about 

dat much of his - de tip end of his tail. Ah've done dis. An' cut a little of 
his bristles right between his shoulders an' carry it back home an' bury it under 
de steps. He' ll stay home. [Waycross, Ga., (1129), 1835:10.] 

DOG'S TAIL HAIR UNDER DOORSTEP TO KEEP HOME 
11311. Yo' kin take de dog hair -
jes' lak if yo' want de dog to stay 
home. Yo' takes de hair off his -

clip de hair off his tail an' yo' puts it undah de do'step, an ' that would make 
the dog stay home or de cat. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1391), 2497:13. ] 

11312. Cut some hair outa a dog's tail an' make him stay at home. Bury it 
undah de do'steps jes' lak yo' do [hair of] a person. [Memphis, Tenn. , (1549), 
2817:9.] 

11313. [Take] de hair from undah a dog' s left 
it down at de front do'step. He nevah will leave 

LEFT-HIND-LEG HAIR AT DOORSTEP TO KEEP DOG HOME 

TO CALM MEAN DOG - BURY TAIL HAIR UNDER DOORSTEP 

laig, left hind laig, an' bury 
home. He'll stay right dere. 

Don't care if somebody steal 
him an' carry him off, he'll 
come back. [Waycross, Ga. , 
(1134), 1842:12. ] 
11314. Take a dog's hair if 
he' s bad - mean, cut off de 

end of his tail an' bury it right down 
[Wilson, N. Car. , (1508), 2676:14. ] 

11315. They take a white dog's • • •  

to de do' step, an' he'll be all right. 

(A white dog's what?) 
A white dog's nurine and mix it with black pepper. 
(Wait, the urine from the dog or the manure?) 
The manure from the dog. 
(And mix it with what?) 
With black pepper. 
(With pepper?) 
Yes, sir, and sprinkle it up underneath the steps. 
(What will that do?) 
That will make you move out in nine days. That's what they told me. [For 

white dog manure see also No.l840, p.548, v.l.] [New Orleans, La., (850), 
1289:1.] 

11316. Git holt of yore track- ah think it's yo' right feet track - and go 
to de graveyard and get some dirt off de head of a grave, a white man's grave. 
An' of co'se an' git some dog, yo' know, action; and write chure name three 
[changed to 9 later] time on a piece of paper. 

(Whose name do you write?) 
You writes de one dat yo' want 'em to leave - to run 'em away, see. If it was 

.ab husband, yo' see, ah could write his name nine times on a piece of paper, 
[of] 'co'se [course] an' den aross it up. An' take dat graveyard dirt an' dat 
dog's action an' pound it all up together, an' carry it to de river or some run-
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ning stream of water and throw it overbo ' d  and of co ' se he ' ll leave . 
( How do you cross that up? You say you write his name on that paper and you 

cross the paper up? )  
You write his name nine times this way [demonstrates] and then when yo' git 

it WPit across , yo ' j es '  come back this way - cPOBB it up . Come back backwards , 
cross up . 

(You turn the paper around, write the name across the other way . )  
An ' j es '  cross it - cross it an ' cross it an ' cross it • • •  
(Making marks across it like an "X" . )  
Yah . [I was mis taken , but would learn with more experience . The real type 

o f  cro s s ing is given in margin title . ] [Mobile, Ala . , (696) ,  944 : 7 . ] 
11 317 . (What ' s  that?) 
Bull dog manure . 
(Bull dog manure ?) 
Bull dog manure . They'll take bull dog manure and wasp nes t . Parch them 

down to a powder . It ' ll 'come pulverized like powder . Put them together and 

BULL DOG MANURE AND WASP NEST - PARCH AND POWDER 
SPRINKLE IN HOME TO CAUSE QUARRELS AND SEPARATION 

mix them . Come to your home 
where you and your wife been 
getting along nice and smoot� 
Walk right in that home and 

talk with your old woman, jus t 
(Just sprinkle it around ? )  

come right in the hous e and throw i t  around . 

Yes . You begin to squabble and fight and the next thing you know, why one 
of you is gone away from there . 

( I  see , I see . )  [ Vi cksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 76 ) , 1068 : 1 . ] 
11318 . Lak de manure from a dog , why yo ' take dat manure an' yo ' git chew a 

nickel ' s  wuth [worth] o f  peanuts an ' git chew a box of salt . An '  yo ' take dose 

MANURE OF DOG - PEANUTS SHELLED - BEAT UP BOTH 
NEW SALT - NEW BOX OF RED PEPPER - UNUSED PORTION 
FLUSH IN TOILET - ADD QUICKSILVER [SCRAPINGS FROM 
BACK OF MIRROR OR TINFOIL CUT SMALL ] - SPRINKLE 
THIS IN VICTIM ' S HOUSE TO DRIVE HIM OR HER AWAY 

peanuts an ' hull all of ' em 
an' mix de peanuts up an ' yo ' 
take dat whole box of  salt 
an ' put in dere an ' yo ' take 
de dog manure an' mash i t  all 
up in dere together - lak yo' 
got a j ar with a cover on 

it • • • •  Lak yo ' see a dog do his business out dere, de hah ' d  [hard] hah ' d, yo ' 
don ' t git dat sof t . Yo' gi t de hah ' d  one , an' yo ' take dat an' yo' git chew a 
bag of peanuts . Yo ' git chew a box o f  salt ain ' t nevah been used out of . Yo '  
take dose peanuts an ' de dog manure an' yo' have yo' somepin yo' kin beat it up 
in real fine tuhgethah - hammah [ hammer ] it up tuhgethah . 

(What do you beat up , the peanut shell or the nuts?) 
No , de nuts . 
De peanuts an ' de dog manure , yo ' put dat salt in dere . Yo' git chew a box 

of red peppah an' yo' put dat whole box of red peppah in dere . An ' if yo ' don ' t 
use i t  all , yo ' take it an ' po ' it in de toilet · an '  turn [ flush] de watah on it . 
Well, yo ' mix all of dat up tuhgethah . Well, yo' have sompin dat yo' kin always 
keep it in . Yo ' have dat , dat ' s  tuh run a pePson . 

Yo ' kin take dat if anybody come in an' yo ' kin use a little pile of dat . 
Put some quicks ilvah in it  an ' mash all da� tuhgethah . Dat makes yo ' go . Yo ' 
got ta go . 

(You take that mixture and scatter i t  around in there ? )  
Yo ' cain ' t s tay . [ For peanuts and bad luck see Nos . 25 74, p . ·710 ,  v . 1 ,  etc . ]  

[Memphis , Tenn . , (958) ,  1541 : 16 . ]  
11319 . (What do you do with that ? )  
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Well, 
it fine. 

you can take that and let it get hard, get it hard. And roll it, make 
Mash it with something and sprinkle that around, make people move, dog 

dirt . 
DRY DOG MANURE - ROLL - SPRINKLE TO MOVE PERSON (Why does it make them move, 

I wonder?) 
' Cause you done did 'em a dirty 
trick and they wants to get out. 
[New Orleans, La., (824) , 
1195 : 7.] 

UNDER HOUSE DOG MANURE PROTECTS YOUR INTERESTS 11320. Take de dog manure an ' 
bury it under yore house. Dat 

keep anybody from interferin' with yore busines 
[Waycross, Ga . ,  (1137), 185 1 : 4 . ] 

[also a witchcraft deterrent ] .  

11321. Parch dog manure with graveyard dirt, red pepper, dirt dauber nes t ;  
put i n  your room anywhere you walk ; causes you t o  travel, drift about, unsettled 
mind. [Mobile, Ala. , ( ? ) , 877 : 12.] 

11322 . Yo' kin take a knife an' go tub a forked 
tree having a small branch with a fork] . Go out in 

DOGWOOD TREE - FORK FROM - USE ( 1) TO BRING PERSON 
BACK OR (2) TO MAKE THIEF RETURN STOLEN GOODS 
DO THIS BY PUTTING LYE IN THE FORK AFTER 
BURYING IT AT RIGHT-HAND CORNER OF YOUR DOORS TEP 

dogwood tree [a dogwood 
de woods an' cuts yo' off  a 

piece of dogwood, kinda 
lak a bow an' arrow what 
chew pulls back [what we 
used to call a PUbber 
shooter = slingshot] .  Yo' 
take an' puts some lye in 

dat an' yo ' goes - dere two things yo' kin do with dat , too. Dat will bring a 
person tub yo' .  Yo' kin take an' put some lye right in de fo'k of dat an' put 
it at de right han' cornah of yore steps, s tick it in dere, an' put de dirt ovah 
it, an ' let jes' ' bout dat much of it be stickin' out. Dat is if yo ' wanta 
bring a person back, yo ' kin do dat. 

Now , jes' lak if sompin wuz s tole from me. Ah had some money stole from me, 
an '  ah don' know who stole it. Jes ' lak if yo' lock up dis place heah an ' some
body comes ' long an' steals yore money an ' yo ' don't know who ' tis . Why, yo' 
kin take dat lye in de forked piece of dogwood an' put it at de right-han' cornah 
step an' covah it up, an ' in three day' s time dis person is goin' come up. He's 
DOt goin' tell yo' he got it, but yo' kin see he did it no quickah yo' look at 
him - he drop his haid. An '  den yo' commence tub askin' him ques tions an' he 
won't deny it. [Fayetteville, N. Car. , (1450), 2636 : 2 . ]  

11323. Ah heard dat yo ' could go tub a dogwood tree an' cut de no'th side of 
it , an ' de s' uth side of it; see ,  if somebody comin' tub yore house dat chew want 

DOGWOOD TREE - CUT INTO BARK AND WOOD ON 
JIORTH AND SOUTH SIDES TO KEEP PERSON AWAY 
IHE INTENTION IN MIND OR VOCALLY EXPRESSED 

tub s tay ' way from dere . If yo' cut 
dat tree tub de no'th side an' de 
s'uth side, dwy would stay ' way. 
Ah've heard dat. 
(How do you mean aut it ?) 
Jes' cut it wit a knife, split it 
up. S tick it down an' split it up. 

Yo ' know , jes' be cuttin' it, de bark off upon each side of de tree. [Wilson, 

DOGWOOD TREE - REMOVE BARK - BORE HOLE INTO TRUNK 
MIX BARK AND BORINGS AND VICTIM'S HAIR - STUFF INTO 
:.>LE - SEAL WITH HUMAN EXCREMENT - VICTIM STOPPED 

N .  Car. , ( 1479) , 2658 : 15.] 
11324 . Yo' kin go to a 
dogwood tree, yo ' know , an' 
git dis bark yo � know, an' 
do somepin to a person - a 

.an eithah a woman. Yo' kin take somepin othah an' bo ' a hole in dis tree. See, 
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yo ' take dis bark out an ' bo ' a hole in it  ( the wood part ]  an ' git some of dat 
bark an '  dat wood yo ' unders tand out an' take an ' mix it [bark and borings] up 
togethah, an ' git some [ o f  their ] hair , an ' den go back to dat place an ' chunk 
(push] it  [b ark, borings and hair ] back [ in the hole ] yo '  undahs tand. See , dat 
(hair ] grow up in dere , An '  take a - yo ' know lak a person go to take a pas sage , 
yo ' unders tan ' , take some of  dat s tuff [ excrement ] an' tie it up an ' put it  in 
dat hole , [ Usually a hole with some thing in it is plugged up with a peg, perhaps 
not here , ] [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1487 ) , 2661 : 4 . ] 

11325 . Well , I ' ll tell you . I heard oldtime people say , they take whit e dog
wood root , maple sugar , and all [ =  pure ] lins eed oil , mix it up , dig a hole ,  
p lant it at people' s door , to keep them down to do their way , [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . , Ediphone , No . 44 . ] 

11326 . Those [are ] do Z Z  babies . 
somepin they have in there be longing 

But inside of thos e do l l  babies , there ' s  
to the person that they want to do harm to . 

DOLL BABY - ORNAMENT THAT PROTECTS AGAINST THIEVES 
IS AN IDEAL PLACE FOR EVIL PERSON TO HIDE CUNJURE 

And of course , they make 
them a do Z Z  baby and s it it 
on the dresser ,  anywhere , 
nobody will never take any

thing of yours . That ' s  how come they make thos e do l l  babies to hide what they 
are doing. [Here a do l l  baby is an ornament that also protects agains t thieves , 
but i t  is also an ideal place for an evil person to hide his eunjure . ]  [ New 
Orleans , La . , (855) , 1348 : 4 . ] 

11327 . (Your mother was sick ? )  
Uh-huh an ' d e  doctor said dat somebody had put somepin down for ' er .  S o  I kin 

remembah dat he dug up - you know , dey had dese fireplaces , an '  he had taken up 

DOLL BABY - EMPTY BAG THIS SHAPE - STUFFED WITH 
FEATHERS - MADE WOMAN ILL - MEDICAL DOCTOR FAILED 
THEN ROOT DOCTOR DISCOVERED CAUSE - THIS DOLL BABY 
UNDER 3 BRICKS IN HEARTH OF FIREPLACE - HE WANTED 
TO TAKE DOLL BABY WITH HIM BUT INFORMANT'S MOTHER 
SAID NO - HE LEFT HAND TO PROTECT HER - STILL ILL 

threw whole bricks. [ I ]  
remembah when he ' d  taken up 
dese bricks . Dey had a bo t
tle buried an ' had a form as 
a baby wit feathahs . Dat 
was sewed up in a pie ce of 
yellah cotton [ or unbleached 
homespun ] an ' in dat - see , 

he opened it  - an ' in dat dey had a red p iece 
intuh dis bag . An '  dis baby had its legs an ' 

( Chicken feathers ? )  

o f  flannen an ' red cayenne peppah 
feet an ' arms made outa feathahs .  

Chicken feathahs. An' some of 'er hair was in dis bag . An ' so he tole my 
mothah tuh leave it  tuh him, dat he would ' tend tuh dat bag. So , well, I don' 
think he did anythin ' good enough . But s t ill he put somepin else down dere , but 
my mothah always said dat whoevah put dat s tuff down ; dat dis man instead of 
workin' fuh ' er , he was workin ' fuh de peop le what put it  down. An ' she didn ' t 
give him dat . [Patient keeping do l l  baby is  mos t  unusual . Poor doc tor ! ]  

(Well , how was your mo ther sick? I mean - how did she happen to call him in? 
How did it s tar t ? )  

She had , she was kep t wit dese wretched headaches , you know , an ' she had de 
[medical] doctor , couldn ' t do nuthin . She kep t s ick all de t ime an ' was j es ' 

pinin ' away tub nuthin . An ' so somebody told ' er tuh see one of des e root doe
tors . An '  so she got one . An' de time he come dere, he says , "Yes , dere ' s  
somepin right here . "  An ' she [ said ] , "Dere ' s  somepin dere? Go get it . "  He went 
an ' go t it . Looked like he know right where ' twas . 

(Was it ins ide of the house or outside?) 
Inside de house ,  in dat hearth , ' neath de three bricks, an' dere it was all 

laid out fer ' er . 
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(Was this thing in a - what did you say the name of the thing, this feather 
thing was in?) 

In a, you know, a bag, in a yellah cot ton bag. Was made on purpose fer it, 
so it would be shaped all of de baby. 

(The bag was in that shape, too. ) 
[ The bag was a baby doll form stuffed with feathers. ] 
Uh-huh. Dey done fixed it an' had made it out of feathahs, an' put it down 

fer ' er. Now, my mother' s [ ' s  = was] sick all de time. [Norfolk, Va. , (some
where near 460?), 449 : 2. ] 

11328. A woman, that she didn' t appreciate what choo do for her, and you want 
her to be in bad luck an ' didn ' t want her to keep any money. An' yo' get you one 

DOLLAR - PAPER MONEY - MAN GETS FROM WOMAN - BURNS 
BLOWS ASHES FROM HAND - SHE WILL NEVER KEEP MONEY 

will never be able to keep anything in the world. 
1157:8 . ]  

11329. Git chew three dollars. 

dollar from her, you burn 
the dollar to ashes. Blow 
it out of your hand that way 
[demonstrates] . And she 

[New Orleans, La. -.. (816), 

(What kind of dollars, silver dollars or paper dollars?) 
Paper dollars. An ' dress dem wit some salt and some bread, an' wear it fo' 

three days on yo ' left side, an' fo' three days yo' take an' go to three stores 

3 PAPER DOLLARS - DRESS WITH SALT AND BREAD - WEAR 
3 DAYS ON LEFT SIDE - 3 DAYS SPEND DOLLAR IN EACH 
OF 3 STORES - TO HOLD MONEY EVERY DAY OF YOUR LIFE 

an' spend each one of them 
dollars - a dollar to each 
store yo ' go to. An' dat' ll 
bring yo' luck. 
(What kind of luck?) 
Well it bring yo' luck in 
making - gittin ' holda money 

every day yore life. [St. Petersburg, Fla. , ( 1007) , 16 25 : 6 . ] 
11330. Dirt from under their [victim ' s  door ] step, put in bottle, carry to 

river , throw over left shoulder, they ' ll follow . [Memphis, Tenn., (969 ) , 1568 : 3. ]  
11331. Ah said, jes ' lak someone is gone an ' yo ' want ' em back home, why yo ' 

kin take a dove - git chew two doves. Kill one de doves an ' let de othah one be 

DOVES 2 - KILL 1 - LET 3 DROPS OF BLOOD FALL ON 
LIVE DOVE' S WING - SAYING CHARLIE COME HOME - LET 
3 DROPS OF BLOOD FALL ON LIVE DOVE' S OTHER WING 
SAY CHARLIE' S NAME AND INCANTATION ON EACH DROP 
IBEN TURN LIVE DOVE LOOSE - CHARLIE WILL RETURN 

live. Jes ' lak, say fo' in
stance, yo' want Charlie tuh 
come home. Drop three drops 
of dat blood outa dat dead 
dove on de wings of dat live 
dove - on each wing - an' 
call Charlie' s name wit each 

drop of blood. An' drop three on de next wing an' call Charlie' s name. An '  turn 
de live dove aloose an ' let him go wit dose six drops of blood on his wings, yo ' 
see. An '  dat will bring de person back home whut chew wanted back. [Brunswick, 

DOVE DISCOVERED DRY LAND AFTER FLOOD - SACRED BIRD 
IF YOU BREAK [OR STEAL] HIS EGGS • • •  YO 'LL BE RAGGED 

Ga. , (1242), 2113:7. ] 
11332. Don' want chew tuh 
mess with a dove. Anybody 
[ everybody] crazy ' bout a 

dove an '  ever' thin' else ' cause dey say he 
If dey take one of his [ ! ]  aigs or anythin' 
yo' ll be ragged all de t ime. 

discovered dry land, when he went out. 
lak dat an' bust up one of his aigs, 

(He discovered dry land in the Bible. ) [Wilson, N .  Car . ,  (1455) , 2646 : 19 . ] 
11333 . Get a dove feather from right wing and use three of those feathers 

[slivers of the feather] and turn them up like plat ting [? ] and tie one end. Put 
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in bag and wear round neck and let hang between breasts . Whatever woman asks 
o f  man she ' ll get . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1) , 15 7 2 : 2 . ] 

11334 . Yo ' kin git a dove , a turtledove , an '  
DOVE - DRY HEART - TIE T O  ARM take de heart out an ' let it  dry . An ' when yo ' 

RED STRING - GAMBLING dry it , yo ' kin take a red s trip - a s tring -
an ' wear it  round yore right arm . [ I  turned 

off recording machine too soon . ] 
(That ' s  luck for what ? }  
Fo ' gamblin '  • 
(You get this from a turtledove ? )  
Yes , turtledove . Yeah , de hear t o f  a turtledove . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (116 8 ) , 

19 75 : 1 . ] 
11 335 . ' Bout takin ' de mo ' rnin ' dove [ =  turtledove ] an ' takin ' his heart 

out , dat ' s  fo ' fixin ' somebody . Yo ' know, fixin ' ' em in any kinda way dat chew 

DOVE - PARCH HEART - IN VICTIM' S DRINK - MINDLES S  
wanta ,  so dey mindles s .  Dey 
take de heart out o f a mo ' rn
in ' dove an ' have it parched 

up until it j es '  be like ashes or a powder , anythin ' .  An ' say yo '  kin take dat 
an ' put dat intuh any watah or anythin ' dey use tuh drink, or anythin ' dat chew 
wanta put it in , an ' from time tuh time af ter yo ' give i t tuh ' em in de weeks dat 
dey live , dat dey would be j es '  mindless or go j es '  crazy . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
( 1 226 ) , 2084 : 9 . ]  

11336 . (Well , tell me about the dove ' s  heart then . ) 
Jus t like I and you is enemies . I get me a dove and I ' ll take the dove and 

call your name , you see , at twelve o ' c lock at night . And I ' ll take that dove and 

DOVE - STAB IN HEART - MIDNIGHT CALLING VICTIM' S 
NAME : IN THE NAME OF GOD , THE FATHER , THE SON 
VICTIM WILL WILT DOWN JUST AS THAT DOVE DIE 

I ' ll s tab that dove through 
the heart and call your name 
In the Name of God� the Father� 
the Son. And when that dove -
when that pain hit that dove 

it supposed to hit you , you see , and that will effect you , and you will wilt down 
j us t  as that dove die . You see . But you go tta call your name and hit that dove 
through the heart with the knife . 

( I  see . )  [ This is only one o f  many times in HOODOO I was used as a guinea 
p ig . ] [New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1401 : 1 . ] 

11337 . Well , yo ' take now fo ' love - yo ' know whut dese little ole hoot owls 
is , yo ' know . No , ah mean dese little morning [mourning ] doves . 

DOVE - KILL - TAKE TONGUE - PUT UNDER YOUR TONGUE 
KIS S  A GIRL - SHE WILL LOVE YOU - CAN ' T  SHED HER 

(Mourning doves that coo-coo 
like that ? ) 
Yes . Well , s ee a person kin 
go out , chew know , an ' kill 

one of dem an ' cut de tongue f rom under his mouth , an ' place it under yore tongue 
in yore mouth an '  kiss a girl , an ' it ' ll be hard fo ' yo ' to git rid of her . 
She ' ll come to be in love with yo ' an ' yo ' couldn ' t git rid of her . [ S t. Peters
burg , Fla. , (1028) , 16 72 : 4 . ] 

11338 . Mah husband had qui t me once an ' a girl tole me about a dove . She 
tole me tuh take de tongue of dat dove an' put it tuh dry , an ' den lay it in 

DOVE - KILL - DRY TONGUE - SOAK IN HEARTS COLOGNE 
WOMAN LAYS UNDER TONGUE - KIS SES HUSBAND TO HOLD 

HeaPtB Co Zogne , an ' den when 
ah gits a chance tuh go wit 
mah husband , tuh put it in 
mah mouth an ' kiss  him , an ' 

his love would come new ag' in to me . 
[Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1206) , 2038 : 1 . ] 

So ah tried it  an ' suah enough , it  did . 
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1 1339 . Kill a dove and put de dove ' s  tongue under yore tongue an ' kiss anyone 
dat chew love an '  dey will git affectionate . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1104) , 1 7 7 7 : 13 . ] 

11340 . Dere ' s a love powder yo * kin make , too . I t ' s  made from a dove , a 
turtledove . Yo ' git dis turtledove an ' put him in de oven an ' j es '  bake him 

DOVE - BAKE IN OVEN - A LOVE POWDE R - PUT IN WINE 

of powder into a cup of wine , an ' dat will draw de 
( Of the person that  drinks it?) 
Yes . [ Wils on , N .  Car . ,  ( 1454) , 2644 : 1 . ] 

dere until he dry . An ' yo ' 
make a powder an ' sprinkle 
dis powder , a teaspoonful 

love . 

11341 . Dese little mawnin ' birds like a turtledove , dey cal ls it - lak a 
dove , a mawnin ' dove . It ' s  lak a [ some thing] but it ' s  a smaller bird . See ,  i f  

DOVE - COMING TO HOUSE WITH ILLNESS - DEATH S I GN  
dere ' s  a sick [nes s ] , dere 
' fliction around de house , 
yo ' see him come light around 

clere . Pret ty s o on dat ' s  a dead body . [A note of  mine reads : "The drunk who 
ca.e in twice . " ]  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1208) , 206 2 : 6 . ] 

1134 2 .  I ' ve heard that people will take and burn dragon ' s blood on the s tove 
aad it ' s supposed to drive all trouble away . [Snow Hill , Md . ,  (86) , 4 : 4 7 . ] 

DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - HEARTS COLOGNE - LUCK FOR SELLING 
11343 . Take dragon blood 
an ' dress it with Hearts 
Co Zogne , sompin lak that , 

.a' j es ' use it in yore 
( I f  you were selling 

Car . , ( 1410) , 2434 : 5 . ] 

home . That would make i t  lucky fo ' things lak that • 

liquor or anything of that sort. ) [Fayetteville, N .  

11344 . Yo ' go t o  de drug s to '  an ' yo ' git somepin dey call dragon ' s  blood ,  
.a '  yo ' gits sulphur an ' nine seeds of red peppah , an ' yo ' take dat an ' burn it . 

.a&GON ' S  BLOOD - SULPHUR - RED PEPPER 
AT DOOR FOR SPELLS OR POL ICEMEN 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will keep de poleece away . 
An '  den yo ' take some of it  an ' spread 
it round de front , yo ' know, spread i t  

KaaDd where he ' ll come ovah i t ,  but j es ' a lit tle b i t  chew know where it won ' 
le aoticeab le .  Take some dragon ' s blood an ' sulphur • • •  Dat will keep down spells . 

(That will keep down anything anybody is putting down for you . ) 
&b mean keep ' em down where lak where a poleeceman ' s  an ' lak dat dey ' ll come 

aa' try tuh come in , but dat wi ll keep dem from comin ' across . [Fayetteville , 
� car . ,  ( 1419a) , 255 7 : 17 . ] 

11345 . One way to do, dey go on dere and dey 
.... .  blood . Put it b ehin ' de do ' r ,  front do ' r. 

take an ' burn sulphur and dra-
Den dey go down to do ' r, one 

dey go after to git dat 
j ah - j ob .  DI'GOM ' S BLOOD - SULPHUR - BURN BEFORE SEEKING JOB 

'-£ore they go down to the house [to get j ob] . 
( I  see,  they burn that 

[ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , (54 7 ) , 
110:1. ) 

ll.346 . I f  you be out of  work and you want ' s to get a j ob ,  you go to the drug 
� and you get you some cinnamon bark - not  the ground cinnamon - cinnamon 

�G POWDER RUB ON HANDS 
aml ARD SPIT CINNAMON BARK 
.... IRTERVIEWING BOSS FOR JOB 

bark . You chew that . You get you 25 cent s  of 
what you call - i t ' s  a drawing powder - and you 
gotta pay attention too when you ge t that • 

Af t er you get that powder • • •  Now , for you, you 
have to get  pink. They got two kinds of it . 

� got the pink and whi te . You get that drawing powder. O f  cours e , you rub 
...e of it in the palm of your hand like that [ demonstrates ] .  You take that 
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cinnamon bark and you chew that cinnamon bark . And when you get around there 
where the boss  is , of course ,  spit it but no t enough so nobody will pay atten
tion to you . You take s ome o f  that powder and you put it in some of  your pock
ets , and because it ' s  g o t  a sweet smell to i t ,  nobody never pay at tention to it 
anyway . In your pockets . When you close to him, spit that cinnamon bark around 
there . And that powder will draw him to the person [ to you]  and he will give 
you a j ob .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (855) , 1349 : 9 . ] 

1134 7 .  Yo ' has dis earwax an ' yo ' s  fixin ' tuh have a '  interco ' se wit a woman , 
if she wuz subj ect tub any disease . All right , yo ' ll take de wax out de ear j es '  

EARWAX USED BY MAN TO TEST WOMAN FOR SEXUAL DISEASE 

wax on yore finger . I f  dere anythin '  dere , she can ' t 
clean from undah yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1310 , the 
v . 3 ,  but this left out of interview) , 2220 : 2 . ] 

11348. Git eel hide . 

b efo ' yo ' have her , an ' 
j es '  lak yo ' make de pass 
in , tetch i t  wit dat ear
s tay dere . She ' ll j ump 
RAGGEDY MAN ,  2189-2199 , 

(He wears the eel hide and then - what will that do for him then ? )  
Well , yo ' see , j es t  lak eel  - yo ' know yo ' kin ketch an eel an ' yo ' can ' t hold 

him to safe [ save ] yo ' life . After yo ' gits de hide from dat , yo ' wear it next 
to yo ' skin tight , an '  

EEL HIDE ABOUT WAIST - NO ONE CAN THROW YOU TO GROUND if  a person ketch yo ' 
it ' s  j es t  lak when yo ' 

ketch a eel it ' s  nuthin that he kin do wit yo ' . 
j es t  lak dat . Ah don ' t " [know ] how come , but • • • •  

( I f  you are wres t ling they can ' t hold you . )  

Yo ' kin j est  do ' way wit him 

Dey can ' t throw yo ' .  [ This eel belief is known everywhere . ]  [ S t . Petersburg ,  
Fla . , (9 7 7) , 1585 : 6 . ] 

11349 . Ketch yo ' a ee Zfish outa any watah an ' skin him. An '  skinnin ' him,  
put dat hide up an ' let it  dry , an ' aftah puttin '  it  up dere to let it dry , yo ' 

cut yo ' a piece about big enough to go round 
EEL FREQUENTLY CALLED EELFISH yore wais t an ' j es '  wear it round yore wais t .  

s .  Car . , (1331) , 2291 : 7 . ] 

An ' ,  man , nobody kin throw yo ' .  
(Nobody can throw you in a fight . )  [ Florence , 

11350 . Ketch a ee Zfish an ' scrape dat slime offa him into a cup an ' po ' dat 
whiskey on it an ' let it set twelve hours an ' strain it off , an' give it tub him 

tub drink . 
EELSKIN SLIME IN WHISKEY 12 HOURS - CURES ALCOHOLIC (That will s top him from 

drinking . )  [ This cure is 
known everywhere . ]  [Brunswick, Ga . , (11 74) , 19 82 : 6 . ] 

11351 . S ee , fo ' ins tance , take a eel , yo ' understan ' aftah yo '  ketch ' em 
outa de watah dataway , an ' skinnin ' him,  an '  takin ' dat skin an ' leavin ' it  till 

it dries . Pound i t  up to a 
EELSKIN DRY AND POWDER - WEAR - GET PAST WATCHMAN powder an ' put it into his 

pocket  when he go anywhere . 
Well,  j es ' as s lick as he would be when he ' s  ' live , dat ' s de way yo ' ll be able 
to make yore points , yo ' know . Seems lak if  de watchman is dere yo ' ll git by 
him some way . Where , if ah wuz wit ' out it , ah ' d  git trapped , yo ' understan ' . 
[New Or leans , La . ,  (1560) , 285 7 : 2 . ] 

11352 . Well , yo ' know , as ah firs t said , if somebody yo ' have somepin in 
fo ' ' em - ain ' t goin' de way yo ' want ' em - tuh puttin ' ' em tuh walkin ' or 
sompin othah , anything . Well ,  yo ' go down tuh de rivah an ' yo ' fish an ' try tub 
ketch a eel .  Yo ' know it ' s  a long ole fish look lak a snake . Well , yo ' cut de 
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haid off an ' have a bottle or a glass or 
blood dat will drop from dis eel ' s  haid . 

sompin ready , an ' hit ' s  one drop of 
So yo ' ll take dat an ' yo ' ll take some 

EEL - HEAD OF - DROP OF BLOOD FROM - MIX WITH HONEY 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH AND LOW JOHN DE CONKAH 

honey . An' dey ' ll take 
some honey an ' de root dey 
call de High John de Con
kah an ' dere ' s  one dey call 
de Low John de Conkah . 

GET 3 DROPS INTO VICTIM ' S SHOES - PUT TUH WALKIN ' 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER� DE SON AND DE HOLY GHOST 

Well , yo ' take dis root an ' 
yo ' boil dat an '  yo ' make a kind of  a syrup-lak ,  an ' as yo ' go tuh dis friend or 
whoevah it is , house , an ' j es ' lak dey shoes be ' s  sittin '  undah de dressah -
somewhere yo ' know, round de house . Well , yo ' kin drop three drops in de shoes 
or anywhere j es '  so long as it be ' s  neah de shoe or a little bit  git on de shoe . 
An '  yo ' kin say whatevah yo ' want tuh be  done , "In de Name of  de Father , de Son 
an '  de Holy Ghost . "  An' in de limi ts of time , dey say it will come tuh pass . 

(What did you do with that drop of eel ' s  blood? What did you do with that? )  
Yo ' take dis drop o f  eel ' s blood an ' yo ' fixes i t  wit dis honey an ' dis othah 

root - High John de Conkah . [Brunswick , Ga . , { 12 2 7 ) , 2084 : 10 . ] 
11353 . Eel grease , 1 drop in ear for 9 mornings for deafness . Someone gave 

to me for my supposed deafness .  [Memphis , ( 9 6 7) , professional & excellent . ]  
11354 . Put eel powder in food or drink to kill . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone. ]  
11355 . Eel skin in liquor to s top alcoholic drinking , from Fredericksburg by 

Ediphone . 
11356 . Alcoholic cured by eel skin in liquor . Mobile 880 : 1 . 
1135 7 .  Eel blood in whiskey to s top drinker . Algiers 2954 : 11 .  
11358 . Eel skin or blacksnake skin around waist  makes wearer supple and slip

pery in wres tling ; no one can throw you . Norfolk 4 88 : 2 . 
11359 . Wear eel skin on waist  so that no one can hUPt you . Wilmington 

268 : 2+85 . 
11360 . 

358 : 6 .  
Eel skin worn on back for backache caused by cunjuration . Richmond . 

11361 . Dey 
the 4 Gospels ] 
leaves , sompin 

tell me , say ,  yo ' kin git de fo ' names of de ' ciples [who wrote 
an ' write it yo ' know, an ' j es '  like • • • •  An ' den take twelve fig 
othah lak dat , an ' wear i t  in yore left shoe , an ' dey tell me de 

EVANGELISTS 4 - NAMES WRITTEN - FIG LEAVES 12 
VORN IN LEFT SHOE - YOU ESCAPE - THEY GIVE UP 

EVIL POWDER - SAID TO HAVE BEEN SOLD AT 
CRACKERJACK DRUG STORE IN NEW ORLEANS 

folks will come ; yo ' know , give 
up . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1179) , 
1990 : 9 . ] 
11362 . They have some powder -
you go to the Crackelf· Jack Drug 
S to�e d�.t� yo� . ,knOw:� ::�:'_;- · : ,_ 
calls it: the Evi Z FowdBP. 

- · · 

(Evi l PowdeP? ) 
Yes sir . You takes it and 

sprinkles it  around your house or on your s teps , you understand . And finally -
not tomorrow you going to move , but finally , you get disgus ted of the place and 
you' ll move on away from that place . 

(I see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 786) , 1090 : 9 . ] 
11363 . It ' s  j us t  like if  you go out and have a passage . You will take that 

and put i t  any p lace that will do , put it in a j ar .  Get nine needles and nine 

EICREHENT OF VICTIM - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 9 TACKS 
stOPPED UP IN JAR - COMES THROUGH MOUTH TO KILL HIM 

They won ' t move . They ' ll pass  through your mouth and 

pins and nine tacks , and 
put them in there and s top 
that up , and it will cause 
you not to move your bowels. 
finally it will kill you . 
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[New Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 134 7 : 11 . ] 
11364 . ( To drive a person crazy what do you do ? )  
Well , it ' s  t o  take some of his - whut yo ' 'IJJouZd aa Z Z  i t  some proper name� ah 

don ' t  knoo. 
(His passage ? )  
Yes sir ,  an ' bo ' a hole in a tree • • • •  [ S topping passage up in tree i s  a common 

rite . I have reproduced th is one here to indicate the limited vocabulary con-
cerning vital parts and func

EXCREMENT PEGGED INTO TREE - LIMITED VOCABULARY 
tions o f  the body . J [Way
cro ss , Ga . ,  (1146 ) ,  1870 : 1 . ] 
11365 . Turpentine and red 
pepper with excrement put in 

nor th side of tree to kill or burn victim' s hind end . [Memphis , (968) , 156 7 : 4 . ] 
11366 . Jes ' lak if mah husband be ' s  goin ' wit a woman an ' ah been tryin ' tuh 

prevail wit him tub leave her alone an ' she won ' t do it . Yo ' git de green an ' 

FAT LIGHTWOOD PINE [ANY PINE RICH IN PITCH - USED 
TO LIGHT FIRES ] - RED PEPPER POD - GREEN PEPPER POD 
REMOVE SEEDS - TAKE BLACK POWDER FROM GUNSHELL AND 
PUT SALT IN ONE PEPPER - NAME IT WOMAN GOING WITH 
YOUR HUSBAND - CURSE WHILE DOING BOTH OVER 2 PEPPERS 
CROSS 2 OR MORE LIGHTWOOD SPLINTERS [ CAN BE LARGE ] 
FORMING AN "x" - WHILE THIS BURNING CURSE WOMAN AND 
HUSBAND - POWDER BLOWS UP - HE BEATS AND LEAVES HER 

red pod peppah an ' git 
two . All right ,  yo ' dig 
all dem s eed an ' every
thin ' outa dose two pods 
o f peppah an ' yo ' kin 
throw dat away anywhere 
yo ' want . Yo ' git chew 
a gunshell but it go tta 
be black [have black pow
der ] . Git chew some dis 

salt in one pod of dat peppah an ' name it de woman he goin ' wit . Put de gunpow
dah in de othah pod an ' name it he .  Yo ' curse her while yo ' doin ' dat an ' den 
yo ' curse him . Yo ' git chew some fat lightwood splintahs [ can be large pieces 
of wood ] an ' yo ' cross dem disaway [ demons trates ] • • •  

(Like an "X" ? ) 
Yessuh ,  an ' while dey burnin ' yo ' j es '  be cursin ' ' em fo ' everythin ' yo ' kin 

think o f ,  an ' when dat powdah blow up , when he go tuh see her ag ' in, he ' ll beat 
her an' den he won ' t  go tuh see her any mo ' .  

(He ' ll beat her? ) 
Yes sir . Dey ' ll fall out right 
1136 7 .  Dey say a fig tree , dat 

dat hit b looms , dat hit stay as it 

den , see . [Brunswick , Ga . , (12 11) , 2049 . ]  
hit every Christmas or every New Year ' s  Day 
blooms , lit tle blossoms , lit tle seeds come 

FIG TREE BLOOMS BRIEFLY CHRISTMAS OR NEW YEAR' S EVE 

NEW YEAR' S NIGHT UNDER FIG TREE HEAR ANGELS SING 

on an' o f f , an ' be gone 
away ' fore day every New 
Yeah ' s .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1455) , 2664 : 15 . ]  
11368 . Undah de fig tree , 
dey says , de first night 

of  de year , say if yo ' go down tuh de fig tree , say yo ' kin heah music in de 
air . Says if  yo ' j es '  s it dere yo ' couldn ' t  tell whi ch way de sound comin ' 
from .  Dat is New Year ' s  night . Say if yo ' go down tuh de fig tree , say yo ' 
could heah angels s inging . Say yo ' couldn ' t tell whut dey wus singing an ' which 
way it was comin' from, but yo ' j es '  heah dat mus ic . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

FIG LEAVES IN CHIFFONROBE - TRUNK - BILLFOLD - LUCK 
(139 1) , 249 7 : 7a . ] 
1 136 9 . Dey say de fig 
tree leaves is good fo ' 

luck . See , yo ' take dem an ' put ' em in yore cif forob e  [ comb ination of  wardrobe 
and chest  of drawers (U . S .A . ) or yore trunk or put ' em in yore billfold , de fig 
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leaves . Dey are nice fo ' luck . Jes ' take a leaf yo ' know , lak a little young 
leaf-lak , a lit tle young one , yo ' know , no t one de great big ones . Put it some
where yo ' kin handle it , j es ' spread it out . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2816 : 4 . ] 

11370 . Ah heah mah grandfather say dat evah yo ' workin ' fo ' a man an ' felt 
lak he wanted tub git rid of yo ' or somepin o tnah ,  i t  s low on de j ob ,  yo ' j es '  

WORK SCARCE - BOSS MIGHT FIRE YOU - WRITE PSALM 
ON FIG LEAF - IN RED BAG - IN RUNNING WATER 8 DAYS 

go an ' take a fig leaf an ' 
write de 23rd Psalm, ah 
think , an ' put it in a lil ' 
red bag an ' keep it an '  let 

it s tay in a s tream of runnin ' watah fo ' about eight days . Say he won ' t fiab 

NORTH S IDE FIG TREE ROOT - OVER DOOR - JOB AND LUCK 

yo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 14 6 2) , 2650 : 14 . ]  
1137 1 . Dey take de roo t 
of  a fig tree from de no ' th 
s ide an ' hang it up ovah de 

do ' da t chew go in an ' out de mos t ,  an ' it would make yo ' be lucky in havin ' a 
j ob or anything yo ' wanta undertake tub do . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1146 ) , 18 70 : 2 . ] 

1137 2 .  Ah know i f  yo ' go to a fig tree an ' cut a roo t outa fig tree - cut 
dat roo t ' bout large as yo ' could bold it  in a pocke tbook - well , i t ' s  luck to 

SMALL FIG ROOT - PIECE - POCKETBOOK - LUCK AND GAMES 
yo ' .  An ' den in any kinda 
games - yo ' are lucky in 
any kinda games wi t fig 

roo t .  Yo ' know , put i t  in yore 
wick, Ga . ,  (1214) , 2060 : 14 . ]  

pocke t an ' to te i t  lak dat . It ' s  lucky . [Bruns-

113 7 3 . Said yo ' go to a fig tree an ' yo ' git a 
roo t from de west  side , dat de side de sun set on , 

3 ROOTS FROM 3 SIDES OF FIG TREE - HEARTS COLOGNE 
KEEP IT IN YORE POCKET • • •  DEMAND ANYTHING YO ' WANT 

roo t  from de no ' th side , a 
yeah . An '  git de roo t f rom 

three diff erent par ts ; don ' t 
git it from foah , git i t  
from three , three different 
direct ions , [ they ] say . An ' 

yo ' keep dat roo t an ' put a little Hearts Co logne on it , an ' j es t  keep it in 
yore pocke t an ' yo ' kin demand anything yo ' want done . Oat ' s  al l from a fig 
tree . [For ano ther vers ion of this ri te , also from Waycross , see No . 1 247 , v . l . ] 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1148) , 18 7 2 : 8 . ] 

11374 . Well de fig tree is always goin ' tub be good . Yo ' wo rk good wi t dat . 
Anything, yo '  unders tan ' , tub do or whut chew want i t  tub do . 

KAME AND WHAT YOU WANT DONE - USUALLY GOOD 
WRITE ON PAPER - BURY AT ROOTS OF FIG TREE 

(How would you do tha t ? )  
Well , yo ' j es '  only put it a t  de 
root ,  anything whut chew wanta us e  
in dat . Jes ' lak if  yo ' wanta do 

ae good , an ' wanta give me even good luck on i t ,  yo ' ll put it at de foo t of a fig 
tree . Yo ' ll j es ' take me an ' name me . An '  den when yo ' name me , why , co ' se den 
yo ' j e s ' only wr ite mah name an ' den yo ' wri t e  whut chew want done . An '  den yo ' ll 
put dat down a t  de fig tree roo t ,  but chew put it in dirt . Dat ' s  all ab know 
' bout da t .  [ S umter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1 382) , 2455 : 6 . ]  

11375 . De fig tree - take a b o ttle an ' urinate in de bo ttle . An '  it ' s  j es '  
lak if yo ' go t i t  in fo ' me an ' yo ' wanta hurt me , urinate in de bottle an' den 
take somepin else {what? ] an ' po ' in dat urinate , an ' take dis red s tring an ' 
twist it real tight an ' s lash i t  to de main root of dat fig tree . Anybody go to 
dat fig tree an ' eat it dey poisoned. If dey eat a fig offa dat tree dey ' s  poi
soned. [The preceding word s lash I evidently unders tood as lash according to my 
following ques tion . ]  

(How do you t i e  this s tring around i t ? )  
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URINATE INTO BOTTLE - POUR S OMETHING [WHAT? ] INTO 
BOTTLE - CORK UP BOTTLE - MAKE HOLE THROUGH C� 
US ING NAIL - PUSH RED STRING THROUGH HOLE IN CORK 
INTO URINE - WITH KNIFE SLIT OPEN FIG TREE ROOT 
ATTACH STRING - TIE - LIQUID FROM BOTTLE INTO TREE 
HOODOO TRANSFUS ION - ANYONE EATING FIG IS POISONED 

See , yo' takes de cork s top
per an ' puts it into dis 
bottle .  An' yo ' takes a 
small nail an ' makes a hole 
right into de center of  dis 
s topper , right down in de 
cork, see . An ' de end of 
it , take it out an ' j es '  

twist  i t  real tight an ' j es ' take yore knife an ' j es '  open de end of  a tendril , 
j es ' break o f f  de tendril an' j es' le t de thread in dere , an ' j es '  let i t  close 
right back up . See , dat urinate po ' right into de tree . 

(You have par t o f  the s tring into the bottle and part of it hanging outside ? )  
[ This is one o f  several transfusion rites i n  HOODOO� ano ther example of  how doa
tors imitated M . D . ' s . ] 

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1459 ) , 2649 : 13 . ] 
113 76 . I f  yo ' wanta git a girl tub love yo ' , yo ' take her undah a fig tree 

an' [ they ] say ,  yo ' take her dere f o '  as many times as twelve , an ' dey s ay ,  if  

12 TIMES TAKE GIRL UNDER FIG TREE - SHE ' LL LOVE YOU 
yo ' git her tuh go with 
yo ' twelve t imes , say 
she ' ll love yo' - aftah 

yo' taken her dis twelfth time say she will love yo ' . Jes ' take her down dere 
an' talk with her under de fig bush . [Fayetteville , N. Car. , (1391) , 2497:7 . ]  

11377 . Yo ' know , during when de figs i s  green , dey have a little white sompin 
dat chew kin mash up . An ' , if yo ' s  in love - lovin ' someone an ' she wus treatin ' 

GREEN FIG MILK - MAN DRINKS FOR UNRETURNED LOVE 
yo ' so j es' like yo ' wanted tuh 
git out , quit lovin ' her or 
sompin - dey claim yo ' take two 

of dose figs an ' squeeze . Don ' t git de seeds , j es '  git all dat milk out an' 
drink i t  wi th yore milk an ' all , an ' along - along gradually she ' ll come to leave 
yore mind . Jes ' like yo' have yore mind set  on somepin, yo ' can ' t think of any
thing else but dat . An '  dey claim dat dat ' ll settle it . Dat ' s  whut ah hear de 
ole people say . Ah ' ve nevah tried it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1163) , 1940 : 1 . ]  

3 CORNERED FILE UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - QUINCUNX 
11378. Yo ' kin take a three
cornered file an ' yo ' kin 
crawl under de middle of  some 

lucky person house - person' s house - underneath de house , an' yo' kin put dis 
fi le down j es ' ab out two inches . In three days dey ' ll be gone .  

(That' s to move them out o f  the house . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 76) , 1743:4 . ]  
11379 . Git a brand-new three-cornered file ; see , a brand-new one - three-

cornered file . Yo '  kin git one fo ' a nickel right down to Kress [ =  Kresge , now 
K mart ] . At fo ' ' clock in 
de mawnin ' ,  i f  yo ' want dis 
house [house in which I was 

NEW 3-CORNERED FILE - H I DE AT STEP TO MOVE PEOPLE 

then interviewing informant] , see , if yo ' 
outa town now - j es '  outa dis house .  Yo ' 
enough [under ] so nobody kin see it , see . 
leave dis house . 

want me [ to ]  move outa dis house - not 

comes dere to de s tep an ' s t ick it fur 

An ' den leave it an ' de folks will  

(They will move out ? )  
Oh , dey got ta,  ah s een dat happen . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1183) , 1995:5 . ]  
11380 . Gi t a ole rus ty file , unders tan , what somebody haven ' t  used and you 

kin file that file . In other words dig a hole about two s teps from the door
step and put a hog foot down in dere . An' then go about two s teps further and 
you drive that file down about two inches under the dirt. An' of cours e when 
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you drive i t  down in, using three words . Consequently , it  won ' t be long till 

IN FRONT OF VICTIM ' S BOOK BURY A HOG FOOT - NEARBY 
DRIVE DOWN NEW RUSTY FILE - IN 3 HOLY NAMES - MOVES 

that ' s  gone . 
(What three words do you 
use ? ) 
Well , you drive that down , 

In the Name of the FatheP, Name of the Son and the Ho Zy Ghos t .  
( I  see . What will that do t o  them then? ) 
Well , they have to go . That will s e t  them going . 
(Make them move . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 604) , 78 3 : 5 . ] 
11381 . Or yo ' kin take a file an ' yo ' kin write a man ' s name an '  keep him 

a t  home wit a file - keep him,  make yore husband s tay at home . Yo ' kin buy a 

BUY NEW FLAT FILE - NAME IT YOUR HUSBAND - ON BOTH 
FLAT SIDES WRITE HIS NAME COMING TO YOU - YOU HAVE 
USED HIS NAME 3 TIMES - LAY FILE AT TOP OF DOOR HE 
WALKS THROUGH MOST - TO KEEP HIM FROM RUNNING ABOUT 

brand-new file,  be shore 
it ' s  a brand-new file , 
one of those flat files , 
an ' name i t  yore husban ' . 
Yo ' take it  home an ' yo ' 
write  his name comin ' tuh 

yo ' on dat f ile . Dat ' s  kinda hard tuh do but chew kin do it . Write his name on 
each s ide o f  dat file . An ' den lay i t  up where he tranferrin ' in an ' out , an ' 
dat ' ll make him s tay at  home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1452) , 2790 : 11 . ] 

11 382 . De file , dey say yo ' kin take a file an ' file a nail down right fine . 
Da t whut dis man say ,  cut de nail down right  fine an ' put de nail down undah de 
do ' sill an ' put de file up undah de s ill undah de house . 

FILE NAIL TO SHARP POINT - DRIVE NAIL INTO GROUND 
UNDER DOORSILL - NAIL THE FILE UP UNDER DOORS ILL 
PEACE IN HOUSE [ NAIL AND FILE KEEP AWAY WITCHES ] 

(You file a nail  down ? )  
Yeah , right fine - yo '  know , 
right sharp . 
( To a po int ? )  
Yes . An '  yo ' na il i t  down 

in de ground - put it  down in de ground , right  undah de s ill ,  an ' den take de 
file an' nail i t  up on de sill undahneath de house . An' dey says dat will make 
a quie t home . [ Undah de si Z Z  undah de house shows that this house is built a 
foo t  or more ab oveground , res ting upon 4 or 5 piles or pillars and having open 
sides , so that you can crawl underneath to perform this rite . We have met these 
hous es and under-the-ground-floor rites before . ] [ Fayet tevi lle , N. Car . , ( 1419 ) , 

FILE BURIED AT DOORSTEP 
POINTED TO HOUSE - TROUBLE 

2495 : 10 . ] 
1138 3 .  (You bury the f ile under the doorstep?  This 
brings trouble into the home? ) 
That brings trouble in a home . 
( The point mus t be • • • •  ) 
Ext endin ' [pointing ] to de house . Yo '  don ' wanta 

bury i t  dis way on de step [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' wanta bury it dataway , extendin ' 
to de house an ' kinda elevated up . Dat brings trouble in de home . {Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 15 29 ) , 2 7 3 3 : 10 . ] 

11384 . Yo ' take dat file an ' i t ' s  a certain place at chure s teps , yo ' stick 
dat file down on de point . But chew gotta have sompin else tuh go undah dat . 

Yo ' go t ta have • • •  Yo ' take 
2 OR 3 INCHES OUTS IDE FRONT STEPS - DIG HOLE - PUT dat John de Conkah, yore 
..!!._!: JOHN DE CONKAH - URINE - SUGAR - BLUESTONE chambah lye an ' a teaspoon 
fORCE FILE DOWN THROUGH THEM - KILLS ALL CONJURE fulla sugah . An' de blue-

yo ' don ' t git it  compounded . 
it an' yo ' put i t  in a hole . 
it [ingredients ] in dat hole 

- ·  s tone yo ' beat it up ,  if 
Yo ' beat it  up an ' put it in dere , an' yo ' take 
Den yo ' take dat file an ' yo ' s tick it down - po ' 

an ' s tick it  [ file ] down dere, about two or three 
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inches from yore s teps . Dat ' s  whut dat file is fo ' , tub keep down do se sharp 
things [ an enemy could b ury under your doorstep ] . 

(What will that do now? ) 
Dat will hold yore luck in dat house . I t  will hold yore luck . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (1548) , 2812 : 5 . ] 
11385 . Policeman comes several times and you wanta keep him away , and you 

doin ' underworZd work . You have to get you oil of cinnamon , us e your ahamber 

2 NEW FILES CROSSED - UNDER FRONT DOOR AND BACK 
FOR UNDER-WORLD WORK - SCRUB DAILY BEFORE SUNRISE 
WITH OIL OF CINNAMON - YOUR URINE AND RED PEPPER 
SCRUB IN FOR CUSTOMERS - FILES STOP POLICE AND EVIL 

Zye , and cayenne pepper , 
and scrub every morning 
before the sunrise .  S crub 
into house [ for trade ] , 
never out . Then you get 
you two brand-new files 

and you put ' em to your door and cross ' em .  They can ' t  come over that . 
(Well , where did you put these at the door then? How would you put them? ) 
What ,  the files ? 
(Yes , at the door . )  
You would put them underneath the doors tep . 
(Underneath the doors tep . I see , so they won ' t come in . )  

You have to use ' em in de back door like dat [also ] if there is two entrances 
going in . Well they can ' t come across those two new files . [ Norfolk , Va . , 

3 NEW FILES : 1 AT EACH FRONT CORNER OF HOUSE 
1 AT FRONT DOORSTEP - TO KEEP DOWN CONJURE 

(492 ) , 530 : 1 . ] 
11386 . Take a file if  anyone be  
doin ' anything roun ' yore home . 
Take a file an ' a new brand 

[brand-new ] file an ' [ demons trates ] 
corner [ of  house ] ,  an ' one a t  chure 
dat . 

place one at that corner an ' one at de othah 
[ front ] do ' steps ,  an ' dat do away with all 

(Place those two files at the two front corners of the house? ) 
De front corners of  de house . [Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1 365) , 2410 : 2 . ]  
1138 7 . Yo ' kin go tuh a hardware s to ' an ' buy yo ' fo ' new files an ' s tick 

' em down to each corner of  dat house an '  somebody be  always dere who wanta rent 

4 NEW FILES - STUCK DOWN AT EACH CORNER OF HOUSE 
IF YOU WANT SOMEONE TO STAY - HE OR SHE WILL STAY 

FILE AND PIECE OF VICTIM' S OWN CLOTHES BURIED 
UNDER HIS OR HER OWN STEPS - MOVES HIM OR HER 

it . If yo ' want anybody 
tuh s tay ,  dat ' ll even make 
' em stay .  Dat ' s  right . 
[ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  ( 1355 ) , 
2374 : 5 . ] 
11388 . Take a file an ' 
place it  undah yore [ their ] 
do ' s tep , dat cause ' em tuh 

move . Git a piece of dere clo thes , yo ' know , a p iece of cloth in dey garment . 
Prob ' ly a person when dey washin ' or sompin lak dat , no t knowin ' dat yo ' have 
anything against ' em,  cut a piece o f  dere garment off  an ' use it . Bury it undah 
yore [ their ] s teps . Yo ' have to do it at nigh t qui te natural . 

(Whose s teps do you b ury i t  under ? )  
Undah dere s teps . 
( I f  I wanted to harm you , I would get a p iece of  your garment' and bury it 

under your s tep ? ) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 5 . ] 
11389 . I f  yo ' wanta git me outs heah , bury dat file an '  le t; it stay dere 

nine days . 
(Where do you bury it ? ) 
Undah de front steps . [New Or leans , La . ,  (1558) , 2982 : 10 . } 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4205 

11390 . [ S ince these three divis ions of  our margin title are listed both sin
gly and together in the following r ites , I have for convenience combined them 

here in one margin title ; this title later 
FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN to be followed by a closely related but sep-

arate margin ti tle FOOT PRINTS or FOOT TRACKS . 
These lat ter in former times and through much o f  the year were made by the skin 
of the bare fee t . Other rites about thes e four aspects of the human body are 
scattered throughout HOODOO. ] 

Fingernails in food helps love mat ters . [Wilmington 83 : 4+85 & Richmond 348 : L ]  
1139 1 .  For love s erve fingernails in drink . [ Fredericksburg by Edkphone . ]  
11392 . Fingernail dirt and dandruff in dr ink b rings love . [Mobile 9 7 3 : 1 . ] 
1139 3 . Lo tta mens an ' dey drink plenty of  whiskey or gin , an ' dey goin ' 

right by , dey tell me yo ' take some o f  yore fingernails an ' put in it , say dat 
will help b ring b us iness . Put dat in dere . [ Fayetteville 2599 : 8 . ] 

1139 4 . You can � another person ' s fingernails for love . [Wilmington 
115 : 5+85 . ] 

11395 . "They take your fingernails , if  you kin git ' em after somebody cut 
' em off , an ' wraps ' em up in a handkerchief , and take and wear ' em close to your 
body .  They claim you kin always have power over ' em.  You� do ' em any way you 
want to and they can ' t do nothin ' to protect themselves about i t . "  [ Richmond , 
Va . , { 386) , 458 : 3 . ] 

11396 . Dirt from under someone ' s  fingernails kept or � causes love . 
[Mobile 88 2 : 4 . ]  

11 39 7 .  Fingernails are worn in shoe to hold person . He specifies middle 
finger of right hand and finger next to little finger on left hand and dirt from 
under these 2 nails . [ Vicksburg 1001 : 6 . ] 

11398 . I heerd ' em say day dey kin get chure fingernails and dey take and 
� ' em and git de ashes . S ee , and put it in de ground and bury it , and dey 
say dat you will suffer wit de headache . I hear ' em say dat all de time . 

( Suffer with the headache . I see . )  [ Petersburg , Va . ,  (450) , 426 : 4 . ] 
11399 . Take dey fingernails and bury ' em an ' make ' em � dere �· [ Fay

etteville 26 14 : 13 . ] 
11400 . Scrape fingernails , put in coffee , �' or whiskey , an ' you ' ll go 

crazy . [ Charleston 5 72:2 . ] 
11401 . I f  dirt under your fingernails is dropped into whiskey or anything , 

your sys tem becomes poisoned or poisoned. [ Charles ton 64 2 : 5 . ]  
1140 2 .  "S crape the fingernails into the drink • • •  goes into the man ' s a tomic • • • 

that ails him • • •  as if you put a slow poison in a person . "  [New Orleans 1135 : 7 . ] 
1140 3 . "They take your fingernails and soak it  in whiskey , and you drink it , 

and i t  will kill you AS DEAD AS FOUR 0 ' CLOCK. " [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ] 
11404 . They take your fingernails and that will s top you from s tealin ' . 

S top ' em up in a bottle an ' keep it fer nine days . [ Richmond ( 36 5 )  302 : 8 . } 
11405 . Take 9 f ingernails an ' take an ' put ' em in a han ' kahchief an ' keep 

' em  for 9 days . They s ay that kin keep policemen from comin' to your house . 
[Richmond , Va . , ( 36 9 ) , 306 : 3 . ] 

11406 . I f  parched toenails are dropped into your food ,  they will grow in you 
and kill you . [ Charles ton 6 20 : 3 . ] 

----- -----
1140 7 . Foot skin in cologne for love . [Wilmington 238 : 2 . ]  
11408 . Your dead foot skin in his food , "he • s  under your feet . "  [Mobile 

945 : 10 . ] 
--

11409 . Scrape soles o f £!!!, brown on s tove , and serve in food for love . 
[Mobile 8 8 3 : 13 . ] 

11410 . Serve dead foot skin in food or drink 9 times for �· [Mobile 
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8 7 7 : 9 . ] 
11411 . Entice to love by letting person drink left-foot scrapings and salt

peter from bottle . [Mob ile 8 74 : 10 . ] 
11412 . Foo tskin in cologne bottled and worn for love . [Wilmington 238 : 2+85 . ]  
11413 . Add dead foo tskin to dough for love when iaking bread . [ Richmond 

30 2 : 9 . ] 
11414 . Dead skin from left  foot used in food is good for love . [Wilmington 

2 3 7 : 8+85 . ]  
11415 . For love use footskin in food . [ Norfolk 490 : 4 . ]  
11416 . Foo tskin with alcohol or �hur in food is good for love . [ Charles

ton , S .  Car . , 60 7 : 4 . ] 
11417 . Skin from the bo ttoms of your feet and � tossed into running water 

hurts you in some way or runs you crazy . [Wilmington 270 : 8+85 . ]  
11418 . Left foo tskin in bottle with soda or sal t or sulphur , throw into a 

creek "on a high spring current" and "always after dat you ' ll roam about de 
world . "  [ Creek here is an inlet from the sea , in the British sense ,  and not the 
American creek = b rook . ] [ Charles ton 5 7 2 : 3 . ] 

11419 . "If  a person ge t de skin offen de bottom of  dey fee t lak dat an ' [ the� 
says it would put a person to walkin ' .  You know , bury i t ,  can ' t s tay in one 
place . "  [To bury some thing to keep a person walking seems like a misuse of magic 
here , b ut s imilar rites are common in HOODOO . Intention frequently contradi c ts 
symbolism. ] [Vicksburg 98 7 : 9 . ]  

114 20 . "Jus t like you wash your feet good , take and scrape good and hard and 
get p lenty o f  that scraped o f f . Put in a bo t tle or a bag , take i t  to the grave
yard and � it , tha t will MAKE YOU "WALKIFIED , " j es ' walk all the time . " 
[Vicksburg 100 7 : 6 . ] 

114 2 1 . "Soak your feet an ' git dat dead skin o ffa dere an ' dey ' ll take dat 
an ' carry it an ' scattah it on de outskirt of a graveyard . Why yo ' couldn ' t b e  
in no p eace , yo ' ll neah [near ) about go crazy , have yuh haid addled all de time , 
yo ' ll j es '  be  nauseatin ' an ' b e  half crazy all de time . "  [ Charles ton 5 75 : 3 . ] 

11422 . Fingernails and toenails  are kep t  in purse for love . [Richmond 
361 : 2 . ] 

114 23 . Scrape fingernails and toenails and drop into drink for love . [Mem
phis 15 70 : 2 . ] 

114 24 . Either fingernails or toenails are mixed with food for love . [ Jack-
sonville , 691 : 9 . ] 

- -- -

114 25 . She parches fingernails and toenails and serves in food to hold man . 
[ Mobile 899 : 3 . ]  

11426 . Put man ' s own fingernails  and toenails in tea to keep him home . 
[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 549 : 3 . ] 

1142 7 .  If  you parch fingernails and toenails , put them in b read dough and 
bake , some say you make friends , others say you harm . [Mobile 9 18 : 5 . ]  
--114 28 . I f  you fasten person ' s  fingernails andltOenails in a bottle , that 
makes this man think o f  you and keeps him coming to your house . [Washington , 
D . C . , 805 : 11 . ] 

11429 . Fingernails and toenails thrown into running water drives vic t im 
crazy . [Vicksburg 1012 : 10 . ] 

114 30 . Throw his f ingernails and toenails with graveyard dirt into running 
water to run him crazy . [Wilmington 2 70 : 7+85 . ] 

11431 . S crape person ' s fingernails o r  toenails , fasten up , and throw � 
running water to keep person going . [Richmond 385 : 1 . ] 

11432 . "I ' ve heard of their takin '  ' em , fingernails and toenails , an ' throwin' 
' em in runnin' water to keep you from keep in ' any money . "  [My original pencil 
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transcription attached reads : doubtful, do not use unless par . (parallel) . Non
sense ! I merely had a lot to learn . ] [ Richmond 304 : 2 . ] 

114 33 .  "You could take that fingernails and toenails and bury it and that 
cause to give you misery in the head . "  [New Orleans 1366 : 2 . ] 

11434 . They bury your fingernails and toenails to keep you . [Petersburg , 
Va . ,  421 : 6 . ] 

11435 . Wrap victim ' s  fingernails or toenails in red flannel [a red coffin ! ] ,  
bury it , make a wish , and af ter nine days the person will take s ick , �' or � 
crazy . [ Richmond 36 7 : 1 . ] 

11436 . "Dey kin take dat [ fingernails and toenails ]  and put it  in de stove 
an ' parch it • • •  den take it an ' tie it up in a piece of rag , an ' put a piece of 
assafitadee in it  an ' a little sulphur , an ' dey kin bury dat aroun '  de house • • •  
dat will make yo ' come to dat house all de time an ' yo ' can ' t  s tay away . "  
[Mobile 951 : 6 .  ] 

11437 . Bury toenails and fingernails in the graveyard - "will s tart choo to 
perishin ' an '  s tayin ' s ickly an ' unhealthy until yo ' j is '  perish away to nuthin . "  
[Mobile 945 : 9 .  ] 

114 38 . Fingernails and toenails s topped up runs you crazy . [Vicksburg 
100 2 : 12 . ] 

11439 . "If  ah would git holt of  yuh fingernails or yuh toenails an ' ah s top
ped da t �, an ' da t could kill yuh . " [ Charles ton 640 : 4 .  ] 

11440 . Put person ' s  fingernails an ' toenails in sal t ; that controls person . 
[Mobile 9 85 : 4 . ] 

1144 1 .  Put f ingernails and toenails in bottle with 9 needles and 9 pins 
and bury . "You will dry up and vanish away . "  [Washington , D . C . , 827 : 6 . ] 

1144 2 .  Soak fingernails and toenails in whiskey "dat dey go down to nuthin, "  
pour into s low-running water , to make you useless in your hands "like yo ' para
lized in de han ' s . "  [Washington , D . C . , 822 : 7 . ] 

1144 3 .  They bury f ingernails and toenails under the s teps to kill you . [New 
Orleans 1313 : 2 . ] 

11444 . Dey kin take yore fingernails an ' yore toenails , if dey kin git ' em,  
an ' dey kin take ' em an ' carry ' em an ' shet [ dialect variety of  shoo t ,  not from 
a gun , but throw them into the water with as much force as you can]  ' em in [ into ] 
watah an ' yo ' can ' t s top travelin ' .  [ Florence 2269 : 10 . ] 

--

11445 . Parch fingernails and toenails and give in food or drink for love . 
[Norfolk 5 35 : 7 . ] 

11446 . "They take a thing that grows in the woods you call a pigtai l [see 
Later ] , an ' a heart leaf [see later ] , an ' take de fingernails an ' toenails an ' 
put it [ in ]  that an ' boil it . That ' s  suppose to cause your hands to be ill from 
i t . "  [Is  pigtai l informant ' s  name for a plant looking like or having s omething 
like the s lender spike of  small flowers belonging to the common plantain, PLant

ago major? The meaning of heart leaf is impossible to identify among hundreds 
of plants having cordate leaves . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 331) , 269 : 7+85 . ] 

11447 . Dey take yore fingernails an ' plant ' em down by de do ' an ' people walk 
ovah dem an ' den dey throw red peppah behin ' yo ' ,  see ,  an ' keep de windows down 
an '  keep ' em from comin ' back to harm yo ' .  

( I f  I were in the hous e ,  I would p lant my own fingernails down there? )  
Lis ten , if  a person i s  tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  unders tan ' ,  yo ' kin take yore 

fingernails an ' toenails an ' cut ' em off  an ' put ' em down by yore do ' ,  an ' as 
they come along , yo ' kin sweep out an ' throw dat red peppah behin ' ' em. 

(But they walk over those fingernails ? After they walk over them then I 
throw that s tuff behind them? ) 

Yes . [Memphis ( 959 )  1542 : 5 . ] 
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11448 . They take that and they � it , these fingernails and the toenails -
all wrapped up , you see . Get some , somepin that come out of  the shell - gun
powder . Get some gunpowder and dirt out of  the graveyard , and your fingernails 
and your toenails , either one ,  and go bore a hole in a tree , but you stop it up 
in a can or a bottle like that . And you bore a hole in the tree, and a nail , as 
long as you can find , to drive in to keep that drawing up , you see .  You drive 
that can fastened up . Of course ,  you burn at the soles , you get funny feeling 
ab out your head , you see . [New Orleans ( 85 5 )  1 347 : 3 . ]  

11449 . You [ they ] kin take yore fingernails . They kin lead you or make you 
go anywhere that they want you to do [go ] . Now, your toena ils - well , that ' s  
all the same thing . But either one of  your nails , or part about you - that ' s  a 
person got you in their Zead - they kin lead you and they can do anything they 
want . Just like if you was my landlord and I had some of  your f ingernails or 
toenails , I would s tay in this room [ interviewing room]  from now on and every 
time I come in here you ' d  take sides with me . 

(What would we do with those [ finger and toe ] nails ? )  
They have to put ' em in - j ust  put a little idene [ iodine ] in a bottle and put 

a li t tle vinegar in - about nine drops of vinegar . 
(That all they do with it? ) 
Tha t ' s all . They gotcha . Don' t have to do a bit more than that . Couple of  

ways that other people try to do  somepin ,  it kinda keeps them away for  awhile ,. 
but that - you take that , that ' s  the real way to do . [ New Orleans (86 7 )  1405 : 2 . ] 

11450 . Dey git chure fingernails an ' yore toenails . Ah didn ' t hear how many 
yo ' takes , j est  so i t  yore fingernails an ' yore toenails . Dey take dat an ' dey 
parch i t ,  dey go back dere an ' parch ' em. Beat ' em up real fine an ' put ' em in 
some water den an ' boil ' em till dat makes - j es '  makes kind of  a medicine-lak 
out of i t .  Den dey ' ll take dat - make dis heah medicine out of  i t  den dat ' s  a 
poison-lak . Dey ' ll take den an ' po ' it  - git chure h!! or anything lak yo ' go t  
t o  wear . Lak dey be ' s around yo ' an ' dey ' ll po ' it  aroun ' de rim of yore hat ,  
an ' dey puts some cologne in dis - some sweet-smelling cologne , an' put in dis , 
an ' po ' it  roun ' yore hat . An '  dey says dat yo ' smell dat , an ' j es t  walk 
dat ' ll run yo ' crazy,  give yo ' a feeble mind . Jest half de t ime yo ' won ' t know 

whut chew doin '  • 
(Then you get my fingernails and toenails and you put them on my hat? )  

Yes , sir ,  anywhere dat chew gi t it . Put i t  in s ompin where he [you ]  kin git 
de smell of dis , inhale dat . [ S t .  Pete rsburg (1014) 1640 : 2 . ] 

11451 . Use � from under fingernails and footskin in � for love . 
[Mobile 8 7 8 : 3 . ] 

1145 2 . Cut s everal fingernails from left  hand , scrape skin from left foo t 
and piece of right inner sole , wear i n  bag, and you can control the person . 
[Vicksburg 989 : 5 . ] 

1145 3 .  MAN CUNJURED WOMAN IN FEET SO SHE COULDN 'T COME TO SEE HIM GET MARRIED 
TO ANOT8ER WO� ! Not much of  a s tory , but a remedy is given for a cure . Mix 
3 ingredients : any liniment ,  sulphur and alum; rub down ,  never up , makes the 

swelling go down into the ground . [Wilmington ( 2 38)  161 : 4 . ]  
11454 . "Cut your toenails or your f ingernails , or scrape that dead skin off 

[your feet ] • • •  bury it in a place where nobody walks • • •  that will dry you up , YOU 
WILL DRAG. " [ New Orleans , La . , 119 3 : 6 . ] 

11455 . The � off the bottom of  your feet • • •  bury that � your toenail 
and fingernail TO KEEP YOU ON THE GO TO THE GRA VEYARD • • •  KEEP YOU ON A DRAG. 
[New Orleans 1289 : 7 . ] 

11456 . Fingernails , toenai ls and footskin in food aids �· [ Charles ton , 
s .  Car . , 545 : 5 . ] 
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1145 7 .  Parched fingernails , toenai ls and footskin in food creates love . 
[Mobile 9 4 3 : 6 . ] 

--
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11458 . Serve fingernails , toenails and "huff"  [ o ld skin from bot tom of fee t ]  
in food for love . [ Wilmington 2 7 1 : 1 . ] 

11459 . Fingernails , toenails and foo tskin in food or drink brings love . 
[ Ocean City , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

11460 . Left fingernails and toenails , and left-foo t  skin parch , add sugar 
and give in food 9 mornings for love . [ Mobile 865 : 5 . ] 

11461 .  Take f ingernails and toenails , wash feet and scrape and get dead 
skin , hair from under clo thes , parch , put in food for love . [Memphis 1560 : 8 . ] 

----114� Your toenails and your fingernails and the dead skin o f f  your feet . 
And take that and tie it  in • • •  and a tencent [ silver dime ] and sew it  up in a 
piece o f  red cloth and bury that underneath the doors tep , and they say her11 
never come back here no more . 

{Who won ' t come back? ) 
The person you wanta run away from dere . 
( I  see . Is that all you have to do ? )  
Yes , take i t  and put i t  in a red p i ece o f  clo th . 
Well , if you wanta keep him,  you take your toenails - if  you wanta keep a 

man or either a woman , you take your toe-nails and your fingernails and the dead 
skin off  the b o ttom of your fee t and put it in a piece of [ red ] cloth and s ew it  
u p  and put a ten cent [ silver dime ] in dere with it and a piece of his hair , and 
he ' ll never leave you . [ Norfolk 5 24 : 7 . ] 

1146 3 .  "The bottom o f  the feet • . •  s crape them • • • put that into a bot tle • • •  s top 
it up and bury that • • •  you ' U  pine away . " [ New Orleans 1366 : 3 . ] 

1146 4 . "Scrape off  the bot tom of  the feet , you know s ome women do , and they 
cooking or anything like that ,  wan ta keep their husband . "  [Vicksburg 1000 : 10 . ] 

11465 . "A person kin take and wash their feet , j ust scrape that , get it  off  
there ; I mean that dead skin off  the feet . An d  I ' ve heard they say they take 
and parch it  and put i t  in coffee , or a man ' s  food that a man b e  eating , to take 
advantage o f  a man . " [ Vicksburg 1001 : 4 . ] 

-

11466 . "Take the dead skin out from under the bottom o f  your feet and parch 
it up and put it in a man ' s foo d ,  a woman kin , and give it to him . She kin do 
anything in de world she want . He kin ccome up and s ee her in de bed with ano ther 
�' he ain ' t  goin ' to say nothin ' - he won ' t say a thing , j us t  cry and go ahead 
on . " [ Vicksburg 99 4 : 3 . ] 

1146 7 .  Scrape dead skin from bot tom o f  fee t ,  put in person ' s food to control 
or cause love . [Washington , D . C . , 82 2 : 5 . ] 

----
11468 . "Dey say you kin take de skin of f de bot tom of your feet and scrape 

�' you know , s crape i t  o f f ; and put i t  in some whiskey and give it to him to 
drink , and he can ' t  go nowher e . " [Wilming ton 25 7 : 2+85 . ] 

1146 9 . "Scrape the hull [ sometimes "huff " ] off  the bottom o f  your fee t ,  and 
soak it in whiskey for "their husbands , and they would keep ' em . " [Vicksburg 
986 : 2 . ] 

114 70 . In cof fee , from right heel . [ Wilming ton 231 : 3+85 . ]  
114 71 .  Take bath ,  scrape fee t  to you , let fall on paper , hair o f f  privates 

and few fingernails and toenails , parch them, put in food for love . [Memphis , 
(965) , 155 7 : 5 . ] 

114 72 . "You want somebody put under your feet . "  Wash feet toes to heel . 
Scrape dry s kin . Put in whiskey or coffee . "Put ' em right under your feet and 
they ' d  do anything in world you said do . "  [Memphis 15 68 : 8 . ] 

114 7 3 . Sc rape de b o ttom of yo ' feet . But people don ' t hardly worries wit 
authin like da t now wit people so wis e ,  you know , wit dem things . 
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(Well , wha t  would they do i f  they scrape the bot tom of  your feet ?  What would 
they do wi th tha t ,  did you ever hear ? )  

Well , dey j es t  buries i t  somewheres in a bot tle and buries i t  somewhere . 
Dat ' s  j es t  to keep you dOwn . You know , you won ' t have no character , do no thing 
fer yourself . [ Charles ton 6 23 : 3 . ] 

114 74 .  Jes t like I tole you about de o ther thing . Dey ' ll take dat and 
s crape i t  and put it � li t tle paper sack or tie it up in a clo th and they ' ll 
drop dat overboard . Dat ' ll hurtcha . 

(What will that do to you? ) 
That will cause you to be down all de time and you ' ll go crazy . You go 

ovahb o ' d , sompin like dat [ foot ]  track will . 
( That is with the scraping o f  your fee t . )  
Yes . [ Charles ton 65 3 : 7 . ] 
114 75 . (What do they do with that? )  
Well , they kin make you leave town with that . Jus t get that , what they scrape 

off  the b o t tom of your feet , and take that and go to the drug s tore and get you 
some concentrated lye and put it  into that . And then take it and tie it up in 
a handkerchief  or something , and then leave it  it  set  such a length of time . 

(For a certain length of  time? ) 
Well , about a week , about a week or six days . And then take that and go 

bury it under your doors tep . And you ' ll leave . 
(Unde r the doors tep o f  a p erson that you want to move ? )  
Yes , sir , the same thing as that . [ Vicksburg 1008 : 7 . ] 
114 76 . " I  [you] wash my [ your ] fee t and take a knife and scrape the bottom 

of your feet , and you s crape from your heel up to the toes , then s crape from the 
� back up to the heel . Then they say you put that in whiskey or wine and give 
that to a person and make ' em love yeh . "  [Elizabeth City 556 : 5 . ] 

11477 . They takes that scurve- [ obsole te for scUPf, here flakes or scales o f  
dead skin ] off  their feet a f t e r  they take a bath . They scrapes a lot  o f  it off . 
Like as i f they are cooking some kind of mea t ,  well they ' ll wear tha t piece of  
meat up on ' em - like i f  they buy a s teak in the morning , well they wear that on 
their private , that piece o f  mea t .  Then they take this mea t  wi th th�tuf f off 
their feet , arid they cook all that toge ther , and they feed that t o  the man to 
eat .  But dey [ the woman ] don ' t eat it . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well , that makes a man b e  ups tirred , makes him lazy , makes him trifling . 

That ' s  occasion i f  a woman really likes a man and wants to keep him at  home . 
[New Or leans , La . ,  ( 809 ) , 1135 : 8 . ] 

114 78 .  FOOT TRACKS ALONE - for this special collection o f  hand-and-foo t ri t es 
in CHANNEL DE WORLD - begins here . Foot  track itself is  an amazing part o f  
HOODOO , occupying pages 2818-29 37  in volume 4 !  Even this does no t include those 
foo t- track rites in the 1 1/ 2 volumes o f  interviews , or tho s e  r i t e s  where foot
track is no t the princ ipal ingredient . Finally , we mus t always remember tha t 

foo t track originally was no t the track o f a shoe but a foo tprint of  the bare 
foo t containing perspiration and odor : 

"Take it [ a  person ' s foo t track ] and s top it  up in a bottle and they tell me 
i t ' ll kill you . "  [ I  would s ay this was a fas t  death rather than a s Zow death 
these terms from HOODOO . A no te o f  mine reads : After I asked ( informant)  �hich 
track� he said right. Do no t use specification . In o ther words , if informant 
does not mention right or left ,  the choice is unimportant . ]  [Wilmington 202 : 3+ 
85 . ]  

114 79 . Take foo t track to running water , near there walk backwards , turn your 
back ,  throw over shoulder into s tream , runs person c razy . [Vicksburg 1000 : 1 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4 211 

1 1480 , "They say they go out an ' pick up their left track an ' go down to the 
river and when they git near there they say they walk backwards an ' they say they 
throw [ it ]  in over their shoulder . "  [Wilmington 2 35 : 2+85 . ]  

11481 . Foot track in bottle thrown into running water "puts you to traveling ." 
[Wilmington 2 7 2 : 2+85 . ]  

11482 . Foot track in bo ttle into running water , you ' ll �· [ Vicksburg 
105 7 : 10 . ] 

1148 3 . 
3: 4 . ]  

Foot  track in bottle throw into running water ; lose mind . [ Snow Hill 

11484 . "Take your foot track • • •  put a lit tle salt  with that • • •  shut that up 
tight in a bottle • • •  make you come back . "  [ Charl-;;t'On 6 40 : 3 . ] 

11485 , Lif t up hollow of track, carry back to house , lay with seat of  under
wear , bury , "makes you weak in de .limbs . "  [Washington , D . C . 805 : 10 . ] 
--1-1486 . "Gi t 3 pinches out de pam [pam or pam = bo ttom] of de foot • • •  put 1. 
pinches of  red peppah with it an ' a lit tle drop of  quicksilver [ s topped up ] and 
a raven feather , put it in running water • • •  put ' em to wondering [wandering , make 
a wanderer or tramp out of  you ] . [ Charles ton 606 : 12 . ] 

1148 7 .  "Ketch your [ left ] foo t track up • • •  without breaking it , and put it in 
a rag , carry it down to the running water and throw i t  overboard • • •  you ' ll s tart 
to running [ like the water ] • " [Wilmington 219 : 2+85 . ] 

11488 . If  the visitor is unwanted , pick up her foo t track [probably either 
one ] after she leaves and burn it in the s tove . She will never return . [ Eliza
beth City ,  N .  Car . , 39 8 : 11

-
.

-
1

-

11489 . You kin take , i f  you kin ge t somepin like their foot track , the right 
foot track and take - � it � some sulphur and some salt or some pepper , and 
j us t  fix it anyway . You kin burn it [ outs ide the house ] or if you kin slip it 
in the stove , or heat it  - anyway like that - around where they are at , the people 
[will become ] so �owing [ rou-ing = noisy quarrel ] in there that they can ' t get 
along [ this will b reak up a family ] .  [Norfolk 4 82 : 4 . ] 

114 9 0 . Wel l ,  tub make dem quarrel and git apart , if  yo ' kin git a woman 
track - de leas t bit  out o f  her track, ei thah one - an ' go an ' buy dis ground 
up peppah . Go in de henhouse and git de dried-hard-up [ dried up hard ] hen turd 
[dung ] . Pound it all up tuhgethah . Git some of yore friends , if yo ' can ' t do 
it yo ' self , tuh go dere an ' sprinkle some of  dat in dey s tove , an ' i f  yo ' go dere 
dey be quarrellin ' - send 'em tuh jai Z tuh sett Ze it.  She git so outright mad 
until she hardly will fix dat dinnah or breakfas ' .  She ' s  ready tuh leave yo ' . 

(That is to cause confusion in the home ? )  
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 9 ) , 2 39 6 : 2 . ] 
11491 . "They kin take a pinch of  dirt out � under your foot track • • •  carry 

it home and put it in a bottl e ,  take that and bury it  • • •  s tops you from walking 
[ to keep home ] . "  [Norfolk 5 30 : 14 . ]  

1149 2 .  [ This is  the very first ri te given by a young woman who came into the 
interviewing room without saying a word , not even answering my greeting , pulled 

FOOT TRACK DUST BURIED CAUSES YOU TO LOSE 
EYESIGHT - HEARING • . .  'FECT ANY PART OF • • .  BODY 

out a deck of cards , and s tanding 
opposite the table in front of me 
began to run the a�dS - tell my 
fortune . I no longer remember 

what she said but I am certain it was something favorable or flattering . The 
rite given here is page or rite No . 1  o f  her interview . On this sheet I wrote 
soon after the interview : Memphis, seaond trip, 1 5 1 8  [ informant ' s  number] , 43 
�-ges [ this does not mean full pages but rites , some of them very short like the 
present one ] . MY aomment at the aZose of 1 5 1 9  [presumably on page 43]  readS, 
�� gir Z, 1 5 1 8, when she firs t aame in, took out a deak of oard8 and ran through 
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them. Wi l l  break up [interview Z.ater] . Several. removed for cures and proteatior .. 
To be quoted in part in Interview Seation . This I never did . ] 

Dey s ay dey kin git de dus t from yore foot track an ' us e it � an ' bury i t  some 
place an ' caus e yo ' tuh lose yore eyesigh t ,  yore hearin ' s  - accordin ' tuh whut 
dey wanta do - yo ' know , j es ' ' feet any part of  yore body . Dey kin caus e i t  tub 
be yore death o r  sompin lak dat .  [As I have said s omewhere in this s ec tion , in
ten tion is everything . ]  [ Memphis 2685 : 1 . ] 

1149 3 .  ( Tha t ' s to keep him . Now, if you want to run him away , what do you 
do ? )  

Well ,  i f  you wanta run him away , you get his left track and take dat and bury 
it underneath de doors tep , and go dere every morning for nine mornings and say 
somepin to it , and he will never come back any more . 

FOOT TRACK - LEFT - 2 WAYS TO RUN PERSON AWAY 
(1)  BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - 9 MORNINGS GO THERE 

AND SAY I HOPE HE ' LL NEVER COME BACK 
( 2) BURY HIS LEFT TRACK UNDER YOUR DOOR BEFORE 
SUNRISE - BURN SALT AND WISH HIM TO MOVE AWAY 

(What do you say to it ? )  
Yo ' j es '  say ,  "I hope he ' ll 
never come back any more . " 
( That is  if you run him away . )  
[Norfolk , Va . , ( 490) , 5 24 : 6 . ] 
11494 . I f  you get boss ' s  foo t 
tracks , take home , keep them in 

a cigar box, he is coming to your hous e next to call for you . [ Foot tracks of 
the boss deserve s tyle , the reason for the cigar box , and the s tyle the reason 
for the boss  calling . ] [Memphis 1556 : 2 . ] 

11495 . At forks o f  roads pick up left foot track, mix with dirt dauber nes t ,  
and drop into a gray horse track to "put you to traveling . "  [ No tice the 4 travel 
agencies ! ]  [Mob ile , Ala . ,  9 71 : 3 . ] 

11496 . Like dis is  de fork of  de road disaway [ demons trates ] an '  yo ' cross  
here . Dey [your enemy ] goes dere . Dey goes dere and you cross  de other way . 

FOOT TRACKS - IN 10 OF YOURS - AT CROS SROADS 
ENEMY MAKES CROSS MARK TO CONTROL YOU 

Dey kin take up your tracks , see . 
An ' dey cros s  [ put a cross  mark 
in ] your track . Ten [ tracks ] .  
Cross  ' em like dat [ demonstrates ] .  

Her e ' s yore track , and j es '  p ick up s ome of your track dis way , and take de o ther 
one and do dataway . Den dey keeps dat and i f  i t ' s  someone dat yo ' really don ' t 
scared of ,  he will call you - come to yore home and call yo ' ,  an ' den he call 
yo ' an ' take dat track - take dat bottle an ' ( s lap , s lap )  wit de chamber Z.ye in 
it . Take dat whatchahcall ' em cloth an '  t ie ' em round yore wais t  and dey couldn't 
do �o ' no harm to save dere [ their ] dying life . 

(How do they cross those tracks out there at the crossroads ? Tell  me that 
again . How do they cross  them? ) 

Dere ' s  yo ' t rack , meanin ' de foo t track . How d e ' [ dey ] cross  it if dey wanta 
harm yuh? Dere ' s  yore track . Dere ' s  de track one way , dey come dere . Take a 
stick from dere [ demons trates with an imaginary s tick ] . 

{Oh ! they put a cross in each of your tracks , a cross mark . I see , make an 
1 1X" , cross mark . I see . )  -

Dat ' s  de way dey do . Dat ' s  de way i t ' s done . 
(That' s the way you cross the tracks , I s ee .  And then after they cro s s  these 

tracks,  what do they do with them? ) 
Dey takes dat and keep it , you understand . Dey keep dat and don ' t keer what

somever you - even yo ' could be rid of  de boss  [ p erson cross ing your tracks ] and 
he keep dat until he ' s dead . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . ,  (near 535) , 648 : 8 . ] 

1149 7 .  Den yo ' kin [ take ] dey foot track an ' put up ovah de do ' an ' dey ' ll 
nevah leave dat house . Dey ' ll s tay in dat hous e .  Dey ' ll nevah leave dat house . 
[ Sumter 2413 : 6b . ] 
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11498 . Bury under your door dirt from his foot track ; he ' l l come to your 
house . [Wilmington 1 6 7 : 6+85 . ]  

1149 9 . Take up dey foot track and put i t  in a bo ttle or a sack, bury under 
steps , "will hold you around the house or j ob . "  [Vicksburg 990 : 12 . ]  

11500 . "Take your track and put i t  in a snuffbox and put it under your door
step and you ' d have to leave . "  [Vicksburg , 1002 : 11 . ] 

11501 . Man ' s right foo t  track in right s to cking , put over door , let it s tay 
there 9 mornings , make him do like you [ a  woman ] �· [Wilmington , ( 325) , 
260 : 3 . ] 

1150 2 . "Put it [ foot track]  in a piece of  c lo th and put it in de fire [ or 
fireplace ] ,  and dat will cause you to be tuh dis place all de time , and you 
wan ' a go an ' can ' t go ' cause yore track is here . "  [ Charles ton 55 5 : 5 . ] 

1150 3 . "Take that [barefoot ] track • • •  some cooking sal t ,  s ome sulphur , and 
some gunpowder ,  and mix dem together in a lit tle bottle and set ' em afire and 
you ' ll be gone , drive you away . "  [ Charles ton 5 7 2 : 1 . ] 

11504 . "Gunpowder and blues tone and de track too , dat fer de roamin ' • • •  put 
it in de chimley , let de smoke go over dat fer 9 days . "  [ Charles ton 611 : 1 . ] 

11505 . "Pick up his track and put s  some sal t in it , gunpowder , red pepper . 
You tie it up [ in a p iece o f  c lo th ] and put it on a s tring and s et it afire • • •  

[ swing it at leas t once about head and let loos e ]  turn it loos e  in de air where 
tha t it bus ts and scatter i t . He gain ' leave here . "  [ Charles ton 5 48 : 2 . ] 

11506 . "When a person comes to your hous e and you don ' t  want them to return , 
you take the dirt up out o f their track and put i t  on the s tove [ to burn or parch 
i t ]  and the p-eriOn won '  t come back . " [ Snowhill 1 :  3 .  ] 

1150 7 . "If  you wanted a person to move from a place [ they say ] that you get 
their shoes and put ' em to the back of  the chimney - j us t  p ut the whole track o f  
the shoe o n  d e  back o f  de chimney • • •  make a track in de back of  de chimney • • •  [and 
after the fire has burned away these impress ions ] that person will disappear from 
that place , they couldn ' t s t ay there . "  [Elizabeth City 4 11 : 1 . ] 

11508 .  "If  she knowed he ' s  gain ' an ' when that he walk out de door , all she 
have to do is to sweep from the front door clear back up into de chimley [ chim
ney , i . e .  the fireplace ] his track , an ' he ' ll b ound to come back . "  [Wilming ton 
231 : 5+85 . ]  

11509 . "I ' m  ga in '  to take i t  [ foo t track ] an ' put it in a glass j ar an ' con
ceal it • • •  dry you up an ' carry you away . "  [ New Orleans 1133 : 2 . ] 

11510 . Choose  a coming- to-you left foo t track , bury at door to bring a per
�; if you select a going-away-from-you left foot track, add graveyard dirt 
and throw into running water to send away . [Mob ile 886 : 6 . ] 

115 11 . Take p erson ' s lef t  foo t track , coming-in track , tie it up in a � 
handkerchief , bury at doors teps , to left s ide as you enter house . This will 
keep the person there . [Mob ile 9 7 7 : 2 . ] 

11512 . " I f  they want chao to be with them ,  why they bury i t  under the door
step . Like if they want chew to come • • •  to my home , see , I bury it under the 
doorstep . And if they want to run you away , why put that in running water and 
sake a wish . 

(Which tracks do they use? ) 
They use the right track . 
(Bow do you mean? ) 
Get the dirt from under the right foo t .  

£0 your home , see , you take i t  when they ' re 
£0 leave , you ge t it out o f  that track when 
•· Car . ,  (438) , 556 : 3 . ] 

Like , j us t ,  if you want ' ea  to come 
coming to the home . If you want ' em  
they leave home . "  [Elizabeth City , 

11513 . "Take his tracks away from [ departing from] the house • • •  � it under 
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de doorstep ; it ' ll bring him right back to you . " [Wilmington 202 : 4+85 . ]  
11514 . Woman takes up right foot track man makes coming to house , from � 

to heel , ties it  up with sal t ,  pepper and sulphur , in � piece of yellow cotton 
[usually called homespun] ,  makes her wishes , buries under door , to bring back . 
[ Elizabe th City 49 3 : 5+85 . ]  

11515 . A woman picks up a man ' s departing foo t  track , puts i t  under her s teps, 
wishes , and he will come back . [Pe tersburg 417 : 5 . ] 

115 16 . Pick up person ' s going-eas t foot track ,  s ew up in a bag , bury it , 
"cause you to run away . "  [EARLY NOTATION OF MINE READS : "PURPOSE UNUSUAL.) PROB
ABLY NOT USE. " HOW COULD A PERSON BURIED.) RUN AWAY? IT TOOK ME A LONG TIME TO 
REALIZE THAT SYMBOLISM IS ALMOST EVERYTHING.) BUT INTENTION IS THE LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS, THE BE ALL AND END ALL . THERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES OF BURIAL TO RUN PER-

SON AWAY, THE VERY NEXT RITE FOR EXAMPLE. ] [Mob ile 890 : 5 . ] 
11517 . They could pick the whole track up j us t  like you walking easy , but 

j us t  after you have gone by no t too long , you see , when you put your feet down , 
' cause the heat from your [bare ] feet will go in the dirt . And j us t after you 
put your fee t down , they can p ick up that track and go bury it  in the graveyard 
and that will cause you to drift . [New Orleans , La . ,  (85 5 ) , 134 7 : 5 . ] 

11518 . "You take the measure of  the foot track and carry it  � the grave
yard • • •  bury it ; you bound to Zinger , to perish . "  [New Orleans 1346 : 4 . ] 

115 19 . Man ' s  foot tracks measured and buried so  many feet from his door 
buried with graveyard dirt . He died . Happened in Arundal Co . ,  Md . [ My original 
transcription soon after belief collected , H . M .H . , this note Nov . 23 , 19 76 . ] 
[ Bal timore , Md . 45 : 3 . ] 

115 20 . "Took up de foot track and put it  in a bo t tle • • •  git graveyard dirt 
from de foot of  de grave • • •  cork it tight  • • •  put it in de rivah . Dat ' s  for like 
yo ' goin ' [ =  to send you away ] . "  [ Charles ton 6 33 : 1 . ] 

11521 . "Take it , foot track , up on a shovel • • •  throw it  in dis graveyard an ' 
that person of  cours e will die . [ Charleston 5 38: 4 . ] 

11522 . "Dey git s  it  [ left foo t track ] and dey put about 9 pinches of peppah 
with it and 9 pinches of  graveyard dirt , you know , and 9 matches , and put de 
s tuff air tight and throw in de water , runnin '  wa ter • • •  that is goin '  drive ' em 
away . " [ Charles ton 606 : 11 . ] 

1152 3 . "They take that out of you right track • • •  git some graveyard dus t and 
a little sulphur and a little sal t and a lit tle pepper , put it in a bag • • •  and 
if  they want to run you crazy ,  they take and throw it in running water . " [Wil
mington 148: 3+85 . ]  

11524 . Pick up person ' s right track toward you , bury with graveyard dirt 
under your steps .  [Wilmington 87 : 3 . ] 

11525 . " I  knowed a �· he go t mad and measured a person ' s track, and he 
wrapped it up in paper , burnt it  up , then took the ashes and put it  in a gun , 
put on a cap , fired that gun and said , I hope that you is a thousand mi les from 
home . He never came back no more:---THAT ' S WHAT I USED TO HEAR THESE OLD CUN
JURES SAY - WE [AS CHILDREN IN CIVIL WAR TIMES ] S IT BACK IN THE CORNER , WE WASN ' T  
ALLOWED TO ASK NO QUESTIONS . "  [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

115 26 .  "You git de track like that [going from you ]  and you say ,  Go • • • Gi t 
choo a breechloader shell • • •  take all dat sho ts outa dere an ' po ' dat dirt  into 
dat shell • • •  put choo a little cayenne peppah in dere • • •  twelve o ' clock dat night • • •  
on de way you want de party to go , you shoo t dat shel1 . 11 [Mob ile 9 37 : 1 . ] 

11527 . "Take 3 pinches out of  de pam [palm = ho llow ]  o f  de foot [ track ] • • • 

mix dat gunpowder with it and put it in a shell what you shoot  in de gun • • •  take 
dat and shoot i t  toward de sundown s ide [ towards the wes t ] an '  do it when de 

horizon an '  de sun meets , when de sun goin ' down • • •  won ' t be long ' fore dat fel-
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lah pick up an ' go . "  [ Charles ton 610 : 13 . ] 
115 2 8 . "Take that sand from under the ho llah [of ] your feet • • •  take the shells 

[ sho t ]  out of a shotgun [she Z Z ] , an ' put tha t s and between the shell an' the pow
� [ put the sand in front o f  the powder in the shel l ] an' whichever [way ] dey 
wan ' choo to go , dey shoot i t  [ in that direc tion ] . "  [Wilmington 264 : 2 . ] 

11529 . I f  you know de name of  de person , you kin bring dem back . 
(Well , wha t would you do with that [ name ] ? )  
Wel l ,  you could - AH TELL YOU, BUT AH HOPE YOU AIN 'T COMING BACK ON ME. 
(NO !  I 'M NOT COMING BACK ON YOU AT ALL . NO ! NO ! )  
Well , you s ee ,  you are sure you knows de fel lah - we [ let us ] s ay dat I ' m  de 

person do ' s  it  - see . You kin j es t  git to my s tep lak late in de night , and git 

FOOT TRACK - PART OF OPEN-DOORS TEP DUST - RES TORES 
THEFT - AH TELL YOU BUT AH HOPE YOU AIN 'T COMING 
BACK ON ME - (NO !  I 'M NOT COMING BACK ON YOU AT ALL) 
AT NI GHT P I CK UP DIRT FROM UNDER TH IEF ' S  DOORSTEP 
US ING GUNPOWDER AND OLD-TIME MUSKET - SHOOT THIS DIRT 
AWAY FROM THIEF ' S  HOME TOWARDS YOURS - RE STORATION 

you know , one o f  dese ole-time muskets . Jes t put dat 
to de door , and shoot right directs towards my home -
home . And in three days dat would be back dere . 

a lit tle dus t right from 
under my step and mixes 
that in some gunpowder 
and put it - don ' t put 
it in no shot [ shot gun 
gunpowder wi thout the 
shot ] . Put it in your 
gun . You have to use ,  

in dat gun and come right 
in the direction of my 

Get ' em [no t  foo t  tracks , see later ] right from de center par t  of  my [ door ] 
step as I go in my home . 

(Both tracks ? )  
No , j es t  git de dirt from under de s tep ,  not de track , j es t  de dirt from under 

dere where I goes in and out . [ In many of thes e small houses the treads of out
side s teps are not enclosed ; i t  being easy to reach under or from the side to 
pick up dirt from under the s teps . Bo th wind and rain forced foot track dir t 
under open s teps . ] 

(Of , you mean the doorstep ? )  
Yeah . Jes t  take and go on a '  [ and ] mix dat in some powder and put dat in your 

gun .  And in de morning j es t  about day you shoot right in the direc t [ direc tion ] 
of his s tep [whether ] towards de eas t , north , south or wes t .  You shoot right dat 
way . Two or three days I ' ll be back to you . 

(You ' ll bring back the things you stole . )  [ On the original transcription , 
.ade within year or two after collec tion o f  rit e ,  is the word doubtful in red 
ink ! ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (509) , 5 7 3 : 2 . ] 

11530 . "Take the r ight-foo t track an ' git you s ome sulphur an ' s ome gunpowder ,  
put i t  on a shingle , s t ick a match to it , that ' s  i f  you wan ' a run ' em away from 
bolle. "  [Wilmington 204 : 1+85 . ] 

11531 . " I f  you was going with someone and they wan ' a  break you up , well they 
take your track , they take theirs [ the person you are going with] and put those 
rith that gunpowder and mix it and i t [ is ]  exploded . "  [ Norfolk 480 : 4 . ] 

11532 . "Git the right track • • •  some of his hair - either place , down their or 
up here - and put that in a bottle and s top it up real tight , wh ere it ' ll never 
leak ,  and put it  in running water , and he ' ll forever travel . "  [Wilmington 
189 : 4+85 . ]  

11533 . Pick up track from heel to toe when he leaves and throw into running 
aater ; he ' ll keep going .  [Wilmington 2 7 3 : 3+85 . ]  

11534 . Pick up foo t track heel to toe , put in box, and throw into running 
water ; that keeps that person running . [Wilmington 8 3 : 6+85 . ]  

11535 . Take track from heel to toe , wrap in paper , throw in running water , 
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"will run you away . "  [Mobile 96 3 : 7 . ] 
115 36 .  "Git de foot track and measure i t  from de foot [ to e ]  to  de heel o f  

it and scrape dir t backwards and make you run away wi�hat . Now , dey have to 
read the 23  Psalms of David before de sunris e .  Take an ' throw ' em [ dirt and 
victim]  no ' thwards . 1 1 [Mob ile 9 6 2 : 2 . ] 

115 3 7 . "Yo ' kin take a person ' s  foo t track . S tart to de heel an ' take it  up 
to de toe an ' put it  into a dry place an ' don ' t le t it be where it  kin git wet , 
an ' den dey can ' t s tay nowhere . 1 1 [ S umter 2413 : 6 . ] 

115 38 . "To run you away , [ they ] take track from heel to toe and � under 
doors tep . "  [Wilmington 832+85 . ]  

115 39 . S coop up the going tPaak from toe to heel , emp ty it into a snuf fbox 
and b ury under the middle of  doors tep s to "make ' em no t run around so much an ' 
s tay home . "  [ Fo r  snuffbox under s teps , se e  No . ll5 64 . ]  [ Mob ile 9 6 8 : 2 . ] 

11540 . Pick up foo t track from toe to heel , throw into running water , you 
can ' t stay home . [ Richmond , " no reference , informant good , try to  chedk . " ]  

11541 . "Jis ' take up their track , dirt and all together , and take an ' put a 
ho t  iron in it - heat it with hot irons • • •  you have a burnin ' in your foot . " 
[Wilmington 269 : 5+85 . ] 

115 42 . "The left foot track in the sand , get that track and put i t  in a 
bot tle and stop it up , and throw it into running water , and it ' ll run ' em per
fec t crazy . "  [Wilmington 212 : 1+85 . ] 

11543 . Tie up lef t foo t track and throw into running water to run person 
out o f  town . [Wilmington 7 8 : 2+85 . ]  

11544 . To throw your lef t  foot track into running water runs you away . 
[Wilmington 116 : 6 . ] 

11545 . Right foot track sewed in bag with lodes tone , pepper ,  �, in � 
ning water , runs you crazy . [Vicksburg 100 3 : 2 . ] 

11546 . Take left-foot track , put in can with red pepper and �, throw in
to running water , "put you to going . " [Mob ile 943 : 4 . ] 

115 4 7 . "Take de dirt from undah yore lef t  foo t an ' take hit an ' den carry it 
tuh runnin ' watah anr-rthrow it  in and ] dat will run yo ' crazy • • • •  

( The dirt from your left-foo t track? ) 
Yes . "  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1508) , 26 75 : 3 . ] 
11548 . Pick up dirt from [ le ft ? ] foot track , put in bottle , urinate into , 

throw into running water , and victim will follow the bottle and travel . [ Rich
mond 317 : 1 . ] 

11549 . "Dey takes [meaaUPes ] your [ righ t ]  track • • •  wit a cord • • •  dey ' ll take 
dat cord and dey roll it  up with 6 new needles and s ix new nails , an ' dey goes 
to de rivah , tide ' s [ tide is ] goin ' down • • • dey throws dat overboard . Your mind 
goes wi t  dat [ out with the t ide ] . "  [ Charles ton 556 : 14 . ] 

11550 . "Jes ' lak yo ' walking , dey kin take yuh [ left ] foot  track, de length 
an ' de wide of i t .  Well , now, right  in your ins tep dey take a grain of  sand , 
j es '  pick up j es '  what yo ' kin git in your fingah . An' dey put it  in a bot tle 
an '  git ,  well , I would say around about 10 or 15 drops o f  HeaPts Co Zogne . Dey ' ll 
put da t in dere . An' dey will j is '  keep adding dis powdahs in dere with it . 
S ome kinda powdah . I forgit de name . Jis ' feed it with p owdahs . Well , dey 
claim den , if dey do dat , why you can ' t walk . "  [ Richmond 46 2 : 8 . ] 

11551 .  " Get a piece of  paper and measure their footprint and take that up in 

a dark place - in a dark closet , and spit 3 t imes at  this in the dark and walk 
away . They claim that makes a person foolish , he won ' t stay no place at all . "  
[Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

1155 2 . "Take a person ' s  footprint and measure i t , and pZant it in the ground , 
and they would b e  cripple from i t . "  [Baltimore 59 : 1 . ] 
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1155 3 .  " Get a p iece of  dogwood • • •  measure the [ foo t ]  track • • •  take that dogwood 
and carry it  to your house and bury it under de s tep • • •  will bring ' em to you . "  
[Petersburg 421 : 8 . ] 

115 5 4 .  " I f  a person goes away , you wan ' to keep ' em home , you get their foot 
track an ' yo ' ll measure it  • • •  take the [measuring ] s t ick an ' s tick it down in the 
groun ' under de step • • •  or a dog [ can be kep t home that way ] or anything . "  [ Snow 
Hill 12 : 6 . ] 

11555 . Measure right  foot track and bury under door to hold . [Baltimore 
4 7 : 2 . ] 

1155 6 . Woman measures man ' s foo t track with s tring or roo t and carries the 
one used . [Hamp ton , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

1155 7 .  Measure person ' s foo t  track and put measure under doors tep . [Girdle
tree , Md . ,  by hand . ]  

1155 8 .  Measure foo t 
11559 . "Take one o f  

coming to the house and 
you . " [Norfolk 49 3 : 6 . ] 

track and p ut measure under doorstep .  [ Richmond 303 : 2 . ] 
des e big tenpenny nails and drive it in de [ left ] track 
they ' ll certainly bring it [what they s to le ]  back to 

11560 . "Take a twentypenny nail an ' drive i t  down in your [ right ] track an ' 
that ' ll worry you ,  tha t ' ll run you crazy . Your necked [ naked ] feet [barefoot ] .  
An ' kiver [ cover ] a lit tle bit  of  dirt over i t . "  [Wilmington 25 7 : 2+85 . ]  

115 6 1 .  Measure lef t foo t track and bury under doors tep with rusty nail to 
bring him back . [Petersburg 422 : 11 . ] 

1156 2 .  "I could put dat track i n  a pocket han ' ke ' chef and I could take it  and 
put it in a b o t tle • . •  call your �' s top it  up tight , an ' take that b o t tle and 
carry i t  to some rivah • . •  throw it ovahboard • . •  keep you wavering and wavering and 
roaming all your life . "  [ Charles ton 642 : 4 . ] 

115 6 3 . "Write person ' s name on a piece of paper , put it with his foot track 
into an old sock, throw overbOard , "put him to travelin ' . "  [ Norfolk 459 : 1  
from Doctor Paul Bowes , who said it  was from the 6th and ?th Books of Moses . 
This or these latter books do no t always include the same material and somet imes 
they are not called Books of Moses . So I have been told . These witchcraft 
books loose their power if they are shown to anyone . ]  

NAME OF VICTIM WRITTEN IN HIS OWN FOOT TRACK BY 
ENEMY USING FINGER - S COOPED UP - STOPPED UP IN 
SNUFFBOX - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER TO RUN HIM 

11564 . Yo ' write chure name 
in it ' cordin ' to whut chew 
want done . 
( In this foot track . 
LOUDER. ) 

AND TALK 

Yo ' write chure name in de foot 
track an ' s top i t  up . Put in a snuffbox an ' s top it  up an ' go throw it  in a run
Din ' stream o f  water . An '  it ' s  ' cordin ' to whut chew wanta do , run ' em off or • • •  

(Yes , what will that do , if  you do that ? )  
That will run ' em o f f . 
(Well , what do you write this name on? ) 
On the track . 
(How do you write it  on there ? )  
Write chure name on dere • • •  
(With what ? )  
Lak ah ' m  goin '  write mah name , ah s tar t wit a "D" • • •  
( I  mean do you write it with p en and ink? Or do you write  it with a stick? ) 
No s ir , write it wit yore finger . 
(If  you want to send me away , you write  my name in my foot track, take it up 

and throw it in running water to s end me away . I want you to give me all thos e  
details . I cannot read your mind! )  [Waycross , Ga. , (1099 ) , 1774 : 4 . ] 
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11565 . Put new needles and new pins in foot track with sulphur , red pepper 
and b lues tone ; throw into running water - "ke ep you waZ.kin ' ! " [ Richmond 302 : 7 . ] 

11566 . Pick up man ' s left  foo t track towards you , put in white sock ,  pour on 
9 drops of perfume , bury at his [her? ] door . [Wilmington 16 3 : 6 . ] 

1156 7 .  "They take this dirt out of  9 o f  your tracks , and take it and tie it 
up in a lit tle piece o f  cloth , and keep it fer 9 days , And they kin carry it  
and throw it in  a river : if it swims ups tream, why you go crazy ; and if  it float 
down de stream, why , you know , it  won ' t harm you much . "  [Wilmington 91 : 1+85 . ]  

115 6 8 .  Pick up 9 grave ls [ grains o f  sand or larger pieces of s tone from foot 
track and throw into running water to run person away, [ Richmond 304 : 1 . ] 

11569 . "Take 9 pinches of it [ dirt ] out de middle you foo t [ track ] an ' a 
make a woosh [wish ] an ' pu-tit [put it ] in a train , and 9 days af ' dat , dat 
aus tomer [vic tim] will be leavin ' this town . " [Richmond 365 : 4 . ] 

115 70 .  Either 9 spoonfuls of dirt from going track in paper thrown into run
ning water , runs you away ; or the same amount o f  dirt from coming track buried 
at house brings person close to you . [Washington , D . C . , 812 : 3 . ]  

115 7 1 .  "I ' ll tell you w ' at  they tell me . They kin git a-hold your foot track 
[ the left  one ] and git choo nine grains of  salt and put nine drops sp iri ts � 
pentine and put it under your doors tep . [This is my original pencil transcrip
tion made soon after rite was collected . What happens I forgot to add ; surely 
nothing pleasant . ] [Wilmington 215 : 4+85 . ] 

115 72 .  "If  you don ' t want anybody to come to your hous e • • •  get their track , 
take it up in a paper , put it with some sulphur , some �� burn it in a pan ,  
and take the ashes and throw i t  northward and say : Don ' t  come no more . "  [ Fred
ericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

115 7 3 .  "He ' d put cayenne pepper in his [an unwelcome vis itor ' s ]  tracks and 
he won ' t  come back there no more . "  [ Richmond 391 : 4 . ] 

115 74 . "Take a man ' s track and turn it j us t  the other way , oppos ite to the 
way it was going when you picked it up [by shovel , shingle , etc . ] ,  and regard� 
les s of. where he ' s  going , he ' ll turn around and go on away from dat place [back 
the way he came ] . "  [Norfolk 479 : 2 . ] 

115 75 . " I f  a person come to your house and you don ' t want ' em there , j is '  
like when dey came up de s teps - like dis way [ demons trates ] ,  w ' ere de track , de 
left  track - well w ' en they ' re leavin ' ,  you kin take a shovel an '  lift that 
track up and turn it back round , and they won ' t come b ack . "  [Wilmington 171 : 8+ 
85 . ]  

115 76 . "Take my wife for example : if I don ' t want her to go away from home , 
I would get a shingle and follow behind her and run this shingle right under her 
foot track and turn it  back towards home . "  [Mt . Vernon , Md . ,  by hand . ]  

115 7 7 . Woman took husband ' s  foo t track to roo t doctor who dressed it . Then 
she took it home and buried it  under the door .  [Wilmington 83 : 5+85 . ]  

115 78 . Sometimes a person will get yo�ootprint and carry it  to a roo t 
doctor and have it  fixed. [Wilmington 155 : 4+85 . ]  

115 79 .  Get a person ' s  foot tracks and caus e ' em to wander away , and that 
they don ' t want no thing atall . 

(Well , what  would they do with that track ? )  
They take about nine pinches of  i t  from your right  foot and that causes you 

to  get tin '  worried , you wanta go . And in nine days , if somebody don ' t do somepin 
fer you, you ' ll j ust  wander - you ain ' t satis ifed no place you go . 

(After they get the dirt out of  the track , what  do they do with that? )  
Well , you see when you [ they ] get thos e  nine pinches o f  dirt out o f  the track , 

they take i t  and they sew it up in a bag . Well , the person , you know , don ' t care 
for you,  they ' ll wear that with them. Well , you can ' t get i t ,  but if someone 
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9 PINCHES OF RIGHT TRACK - ENEMY PICKS UP - SEWS 
INTO BAG - WEARS - IMMEDIATELY YOU BEGIN TO WORRY 
AFTER 9 DAYS YOU JUST WANDER • • •  AIN 'T SATISFIED NO 
PLACE - VISIT WITCHCRAFT PERSON USELESS - CULPRIT 
GETS AHEAD OF YOU • • •  BY THROWING IT IN RUNNING WATER 
INFORMANT MISTAKEN - SPECIALIST COULD HAVE FOUND BAG 
See SPELL FLOATING ON RIVER CAPTURED BY DOCTOR P .  338F 

WOMAN ROOT DOCTOR - CALLED BY MAN WITH ACHING FEET 
SAID SOMEONE HAD HIS FOOT TRACK - SHE HAD HIM MAKE 
A TRACK - SHE BURIED IT UNDER OLD LOG - HE GOT WELL 

gets ahead of you [ some
one tries to get it for 
you ] , like you go to some 
witchcraft person [who ] 
is ahead of you , they 
[ culprit ] can avoid [him]  
by throwing it  in running 
water . [Norfolk ,  Va . , 
(49 2) ' 5 28 : 1 . ] 
11580 . A lady [doctor 
came here and ] rub his 
feet • • •  she said s omebody 
had got his tracks . And 
she come here and ketch 

him and [had him]  take and make a track out in de door . And she ' d taken de track 
up and taken de track and put it  in a bag . She put de track in a bag and carried 
it  to a old log in de woods and buried it  under dere . He got  well from dat . 

(But who got this track under the log ,  the woman that was curing him? ) 
De lady dat was doc torin ' him ,  and she was named Minnie Begrun , de same lady 

dat cured myself . 
(Tha t ' s all she did to cure him . ) [Newport News , Va . , (483) , 511 : 1 . ] 
11581 .  Take up a person ' s track and put it  in a hole at your home , and put 

roots on it . Put a note with it . You can say :  "make person lose mind , die , et  
e tc . " Right track . [Wilmington 151 : 1 . ]  

11582 . Why dey ' ll j est  chip off  a pie ce 
from informan t ' s  p receding rite ] dere . An '  

from de toes o r  d e  heels [ foot track 
dere ' s  somepin dat dey has dey put 

FOOT TRACK - CHIP OFF TOES OR HEELS - THAT CRIPPLES 
VICTIMS TO START WITH - SEW UP TIGHT - STICK IN 
BRASS PIN FOR A LITTLE PAIN - BURY ANYWHERE OR 
IF UNDER STEPS - VICTIM WILL NEVER RETURN TO HOUSE 

it  in [ it in , a cloth ] and 
dey sews hit up t ight wit a 
b rass pin . An '  dat sup
posed - an ' dey j est  put 
dat anywheres in de house ,  
or  buries it underneath 

de steps . An '  if dere is anybody around dat dey don ' t keer much about , why yo ' 
won ' t  go back to dat house no more . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (596 ) , 768 : 14 . ] 

115 83 .  Mix foo t track with sal t  and pepper ,  throw into running water over 
left shoulder , don ' t look back; separates you from some person , the evil doer 
doesn ' t want you to be with . [Norfolk 4 9 3 : 11 . ] 

11584 . They kin pick up yore track and throw it behin ' yore back once , and 
that ' ll " loosen every teeth" in yore mouth . [ Charleston 641 : 3 . ] 

11585 . Take foot track from toe b ack to heel , put in bottle - carry to 
river - throw over left shoulder - they ' ll go . [Memphis 1568 : 4 . ] 

--

11586 . Pick up dirt from right-foot track , put graveyard dirt with it , go 
to a river , then throw dirt back over shoulder into river , saying GO .  "That ' ll 
put choo in the road , s tart choo to go in ' • " [Memphis 1560 : 5 .  ] 

11587 . Sift  foot track into running water to send away . [Vicksburg 106 7 : 2 . ] 
115 8 8 .  Wear a dime [ silver ] or a copy [ copper? ]  either around yore waist 

or around de laig to prevent anybody from tricking ' em :  taking up dere tracks 
or putting down somepin or burying s omepin under dere . [ S t .  Petersburg , (1031) , 
1677 : 7 . ]  

11589 . His foot track in his dirty sock , into running water , he ' ll leave . 
[Vicksburg 1031 : 4 . ] 

11590 . Ah hear ' d  of ' em pickin ' up de tracks , zhoo know, way [where ] people 
walks along . An '  dey j is '  take up de san '  [ from the heel of both tracks , right 
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and left ]  in de han ' , zhoo know , an ' take a p iece o f  chewin ' gum, j is '  lak yo ' 

RI GHT AND LEFT FOOT TRACK PICKED UP HEEL TO TOE 
CHEW GUM - MIX WITH DIRT - STOP UP IN TREE HOLE 
NEX ' DAY DIS PERSON WILL BE GONE3 DEAD AND BURIED 

git out de s to ' , an ' chew 
it . An ' take dat an ' wrap 
it all up togethah , yo ' know , 
an ' go t o  a tree an ' bo ' a 
hole in de tree , an ' put it 

in dere , . an ' clo s e  dat t r e e  up . An' de nex '  day dis p erson will be gone , dead 
and buried . [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 20 3 ,  near Summerton , S .  Car . ) , 108 : 10+85 . ]  

1 1591 . I heerd [heard ] in dis mannah [manner ] way . Dey say let ' em walk 
outside de doah damp weathah in spring , dat w ' en sap ar is in ' , s ee . An ' aftah 

FOOT TRACK - MUDDY ONE - P ICK UP IN SPRING WHEN 
TREE SAP RISING - AFTER STEPS LEFT AND RIGHT THEN 
PICK UP THIRD - LEFT - ADD SAP FROM PEACH LEAVES 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - TIE IN 
SOCK - KEEP UNTIL FRIDAY - TOSS INTO RUNNING WATER 

dey walk two s t ep ,  go in 
de left- foo t track , aftah 
dey make de third s t ep ,  an ' 
git dat piece of  mud out it . 
An '  go to a peach tree w ' ich 
j es '  begin to have sap in 
it . An ' mix it up toge thah 

wit de s tr engk [ s treng th ] o f  dat . Dey tie it  [ dir t ] up in a sock an ' keep it  
till Friday . Dis is a bad unluck day . An '  den dey walk t ' ree [ three ] steps 
from dere doah an ' care [ carry ] it to  a wondrin [wandering ] s tream [ throw it  in ] 
an ' [ as ]  it goes up o r  down . Dey say it ' ll make him go away . 

(What did you get f rom this peach tree and put with that dirt ? )  
They put High John de Conkah an ' de devil shoes tring wi t it . 
(Do they get anything from this tree? ) 
Yes sir , dey git de leaves , de peach- tree leaves ; dat ' s  de sap in dat leaf , 

see . An ' w ' en dey git dey foot s t ep wit de sock - wit de s trengk o f  de sock -
so  dey say dey got de sap ris ing . See ! An '  dey conkah him by his feet . ( Rich
mond , Va . ,  (384) , 326 : 1 . ]  

1159 2 . "Take up your track and bury it in THREE CORNERS OF THE WORLD :  no r th , 
� and so uth , no t  west - that will give you a wa lking spirit . "  [Af ter ques
tioning inf ormant said left t rack . Much more f requent is four corners of the 
world [no t concerned with foo t tracks ] from Reve lation of John 7 : 1 . ] [Vicksburg 
1000 : 14 . ] 

1159 3 .  P i ck up 3 right foot  tracks , 9 grains of red pepper put in these 
tracks [3  in each track ] , pray with it [ the rite]  each morning for 9 mornings , 
stop up every thing in a bott le , but firs t bore a hole through the cork , tamp i t  

in there , throw into running water , and victim follows . [Memphis 1550 : 7 . ] 
11594 . Three right foot tracks as person leaves home , draw dirt back from 

toe to heel , bo tt le i t ,  and throw into river to send away . [Memphis 1562 : 5 . ] 
11595 . Take 3 pinches of  f oo t t rack - one f rom the heel , one from the mid

dle , one from the � - throw into water running eas t to s end away . [Norfolk 
451 : 1. ] 

11596 . "Some throw it [ foo t track]  ovah a train if dey want chao tuh leave 

� . . .  de train pull out , you j es ' throw i t  in de direction of  de train . " 
[Mobile 895 : 2 .  1 

11597 .  If you drop person ' s foot track in bag ,  throw i t  on a train leaving 

town, be will follow the train . [Wilmington 7 2 : 5+85 . ]  

----11598 . '�t it [ foot track ] with some graveyard dirt and if you want the 

person to go , j iSW � the train go out of town you throwed [ this mixtu�e ] at the 

train an' hit the train good . " [Wilmington 231 : 2+85 . ]  

11599 . A person ' s left foo t track p laced in the grease box o f  a railroad 

engine s ends him away . [Wilmington 65 : 3+85 . ] . . . 
11600 . Keep a pod of red pepper in the toe of each shoe 1 f  someone 1s try1ng 
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to harm you . Or take enemy ' s footprint or footstep and tie up in red flannel 
with cayenne p epper . Or bury foo tprint under your doorsteps and that will keep 
them away . [Memphis ,  (965 excellent) , 155 7 : 3 . ] 

11601 . To make peace in the hous e ,  tie up some of the person ' s foot track in 
a piece of  flannel and wear . [ Char les ton 5 49 : 1 . ] 

11602 . Enemy ' s  foot�ck tied up in clo th and put over door to make them 
[him or her ] s tay away from house [ it is unhealthy or dangerous to walk under 
anything b elonging to you ] , or throw into running water to run ' em  crazy.  
[Wilmington 76 : 2 . ] 

11603 . Carry person ' s right foot track tied in handkerchie f . [Wilmington 
144 : 2 . ] 

11604 . Well , now , if you wanta , anything like that ; who it on, you or who? 
I says who is de spell on , you or who de spell is on [because ]  den I have to 

TO DISCOVER WHO TRICKED YOU - TAKE UP 9 CON SECUTIVE 
RIGHT FOOT TRACKS OF SUSPECTED PERSON - BOTTLE AND 
CORK - BURY BOTTLE UPRIGHT AT FOOT OF OWN DOORSTEP 
IF SUSPECT COMES TO YOUR HOUSE [HIS SPIRIT WILL SEEK 
MISSING PART OF BODY BECAUSE TRACKS CONTAIN SWEAT 
THEY ORIGINALLY BEING P RINTS OF BARE FEET ] HE I S  THE 
GUILTY PERSON - AFTER HE LEAVES - REVERSE BOTTLE TO 
BOTTOM-UP POSITION - THIS RETURNS TRICK TO CULPRIT 
[HERE IS A LAW OF HOODOO : IF YOU WALK OVER OR UNDER 
A SPELL YOU CATCH IT - IN BRACKETS AUTHOR ' S  COMMENTS ] 

work on you to take it 
off you . 
(Well , how would you take 
that spell o ff ? )  
Well , how you would take 
it off , you go to work , 
you ' ll git de person 
track ; de track you 
unders tand , foot track . 
You ' ll take up nine s teps 
of de right foot - de 
track f er nine steps of 

de right foo t .  Den you go to work and den you put dat in a bo ttle .  Cork dat up 
and you bury dat to the foot of  your steps . And dat person dat - as I say , try 
to do anything to you - he is coming to you and you ' ll know ' zactly who he is . 
He ' ll come to you , see . He ' ll come to you , unders tand , and then if you want 
any - to turn this thing baak to him,  you, all you gotta do , you s ee ,  you turn 
de bottle upside down and bury it .  Turn the mouth down and turn the bottom up • • •  
[Here I turned off machine but res tarted i t  to record informant ' s words . ]  

(That turns the spell back on him? ) 
That will t ' row it back to  him • • • •  

(I  s ee . Well , now whose tracks do you get? Do you take your own tracks or 
take this man ' s tracks ? )  

Take up dis man ' s track . 
(The man who is trying to harm you . ) [ Charles ton, S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 602 : 1 . ] 
11605 . "Dey take dat foot track and put it in a piece of clot ' and sew it 

!£ and take it to a rivah an '  t ' row it overboard • • •  you ' ll mostly have to follow 
dat foot track . You go ovahboard and drown . "  [ Charles ton 5 74 : 3 . ] 

11606 . To throw foo t  track into running water gives you a " traveling mind . "  
[Wilmington 96 : 1+85 . ]  

1160 7 .  Right foot track in sack , t ie in running water , you ' ll go crazy. 
[Wilmington 2 13 : 3+85 . ] 

11608 . Throw foot track into running water to s end away ; sometimes wrapped 
in paper , some t imes put in bo ttle , sometimes thrown over left shoulder . [4 
separate beliefs from Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 

-

11609 . Foot  track, inner sole [ho l low of foo t ]  in running water moves you . 
[Said lef t  foot after my question whiah ? Vicksburg 981 : 2 . ] 

116 10 . Foo t track into a sack into running water , keeps you drifting . 
[Vicksburg 10 3 7 : 6 . ] 

116 11 . Foo t track [ left  upon questioning ] into running water runs victim 
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crazy . [Vicksburg 1012 : 8 . ] 
116 1 2 .  S top foot tracks up in bo ttle , throw overboard ; if  you  don ' t drown 

yourself , you sure will leave home . [ Charleston 6 2 3 : 2 . ] 
11613 . Sew up [ left ? ] foot track in bag , throw overboard , runs you from town . 

[Norfolk 49 2 : 7 . ] 
11614 . To throw right foot track in running water runs you crazy [had to ask 

which track ] . [ Richmond 323 : 1 . ] 
11615 . An ' yo ' kin take de foo t track an ' take it up an ' carry it  an ' throw 

it into runnin ' water an ' dey ' ll run - dey ' ll go . [ Sumter 2413 : 6a . ] 
116 16 . A man is brought back by the woman wearing his foot track and hair , 

or a piece of  his clothing , next to her skin . [ Petersburg 422 : 4 . ] 
11617 .  To bring a man back , a woman puts his left foot track in a paper bag 

and wears it  on her bosom .  [Wilmington 19 7 : 3 . ] 
1161 8 .  Wear right foot track around wais t .  [Wilmington 264 : 1 . ] 
11619 . Measure person ' s  foot track and carry in pocket . [ Fredericksburg 

by Ediphone . ]  
116 20 . Put in bag 9 right foo t tracks of man , add brims tone , wear around 

waist .  [Wilmington 115 : 4 . ] 
11621 . Sew up right foo t  track with gunpowder and � bag on your right 

s ide . [Wilmington 2 7 1 : 5+85 . ]  
----116 2 2 .  Measure man ' s foot track with handkerchief and wear in bag around 
wais t .  [Newport News 50 2 : 8 . ] 

----

11623 . SPECIAL NOTE : S ince I thought it logical as well as convenient to let 
the preceding foot track rites follow fingernail and toenail rites , we mus t now 
return to normal alphabetical order with the fiPep Zace and then the fish rites . 

FIREPLACE ASHES - OUT OF HOUSE FRIDAY - UNLUCKY 
Yo '  kin take on a Friday an ' 
take yore ashes out - out de 
fireplace on a Friday - but 

don ' t carry ' em out [of the house ] .  Let ' em s it dere , dat ' s  good luck fo ' yo ' . 
I f  yo ' carry ' em out it  j es '  bring bad luck . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (109 3) , 176 2 : 11 . ] 

116 24 .  Jis ' like if  yo ' - like if  you are separated from your wife and the 
man is always getting in trouble about it , you catches a live fish and you write 

IF SEPARATED FROM YOUR WIFE - ANOTHER MAN AFTER HER 
CATCH A FISH - CUT IT OPEN - PUT MAN ' S  NAME IN - SEW 
UP FISH - TURN LOOSE IN WATER - THAT ENDS CONFUSION 

his name on i t . And cut 
that fish open while him 
alive and sew him up with 
that name in it , and throw 
it in the pond where you 

catch him from .  The more the fish go , the more they going . 
(What do you do that for , now? If I ' m  separated from my wife and she ' s what ? )  
And uh - you and your wife - this man i s  always keeping your wife on dis tur

ban ' , in confus ion all the time , and always with him .  Wri te his name and catch 
that live fish and cut him open and sew him back up with that name inside of  him 
and turn him loose . 

(This other man - that will send the o ther man far away from your wi fe ? )  
Yes , i t  will run him away . 
(When the other man ' s running after your wife . )  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 791) , 

110 3 : 6 . ] 
116 25 . Just like if [you wants to make drift ] .  
(Make them drift , you said ? )  
Yes , anybody you wants to make drift . Well , you catches a live fish , o r  any 

kind of fresh fish , and you take that fish and you split that f ish half in two . 
Then you take a ink [pen ] , pin but let it  be  red ink . You write that name down 
in that fish and you take that fish . • • •  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t - Roo twork - 4 2 2 3  

FISH - CATCH - CUT OPEN - PEN AN D  RE D  INK - WRITE 
VICTIM' S NAME ON INSIDE FLESH OF FISH - DO NOT SEW 
UP FISH - THROW FISH INTO RUNNING WATER - SAYING : 

FATHER1 GOD THE SON, GOD THE HOLY GHOST 
THEY 1 LL BE DRIFTIN 1 • • •  STAY NOWHERE • • •  NOT SATISFIED 

(Wait ! What do you write 
it on? On a piece o f paper 
or on the flesh? ) 
On the f lesh of the fish . 
(All right . )  
Then you take that fish and 
throw that fish back . You 

use the three words : Father� God the Son, God the Holy Ghos t ,  and throw it in any 
running water . They ' ll b e  driftin , couldn ' t s tay nowhere . Everywhere they go 
they ' re not satis fied . [New Orleans , La . , ( 829) , 1222 : 1 . ] 

116 26 .  Like i f  I want a person to go on a drift and don ' t s tay anywheres they 
go . Well , I ke tch me a fresh fish and I cut him open . And after I cut him open , 

FISH - CATCH - CUT OPEN - PUT INSIDE PERSON ' S  NAME 
IN FULL - WRITTEN ON PARCHMENT PAPER - ADD 3 DROPS 
OF MOVING OIL - CAYENNE PEPPER - SEW FISH BACK UP 
THROW FISH INTO RUNNING WATER - SAY : AS THIS FISH 
!!Q., I WANT YOU TO DO THE SAME - VICTIM DRIFTS AWAY 

I take the full name and I 
write it upon this Venrick 
parchment and I puts it in 
that fish [ a  parchment-like 
paper made by or called 
Venrick ( this may no t be  
the exact name) and sold 

by a hoodoo shop ] . And af ter I put it in this fish , I get some moving oi l and 
I drap three drop s  on there . [And I goes to the river afterward . ]  And I s ew 
the fish back up - put cayenne pepper in it and I s ews it back up . And I goes 
to any - where it ' s  a running s tream,  you s ee ,  and I throws it out in there and 
I speaks , I say ,  "As this fish go , I want you to do the same . "  [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 822) , 1188 : 5 . ] 

116 2 7 . We ll , you can 
another , never will s tay 

take a fish and make a person drift from one place to 
nowhere or know where they going . You take this fish 

FISH - CUT OPEN - VICTIM' S NAME IN - ADD 3 THINGS : 
KJVING OIL - CAYENNE PEPPER - VINEGAR - SEW UP AND 
l'HROW INTO RUNNING WATER - USE THE THREE GODHEADS 
• • •  GOD THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT - I WISH AS 
':HIS FISH FLOAT - I WANT YOU TO DRIFT THE SAME WAY 

and you cut him open , and 
you takes their name and 
you put it up in there , and 
you pours moving oi l and 
cayenne pepper and vinegar 
in there , and sews this fish 
back up . And you go to any 

running s tream o f  water and you throws it in there , and you us e the three god
beads , which I mean are : " God ,  the Father , Son and Holy Spirit : I wish as this 
fish float , I want you to drift the same way . "  [New Orleans , ( 8 38) , 1261 : 8 . ] 

116 28 .  Like someone you want to drift �ay , you write the name three times ; 
voman or man , three t imes . You go to running water , fresh water , and you ketch 

fiSH - MUST HAVE SCALES - CATCH IN RUNNING WATER 
� DRIFT AWAY VICTIM - WRITE HIS NAME 3 TIMES ON 
SAKE LINE OR IN COLUMN - AFTER EACH NAME MAKE DOT 
WITH ONE DROP OF FISH BLOOD - PUT PAPER WITH NAMES 
IB FISH - TURN YOUR BACK TO RUNNING WATER - THROW 
II FISH OVER SHOULDER - WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK 

you a s cale fish . 
(What kind? ) 
A scale fish , any kind of 
fish that ' s  got scales on 
it - a small fish . All 
right , you write her name 
down three times and you 
take tha t blood from that 

fish and you dot each one ; you unders tand , dot them periods . You go to running 
water and turn your back on it and throw it away . Turn your back, don' t look 
back at it - but turn your back until you get so many paces off from it and go . 
All righ t , they commence to drifting - you unders tand - they don' t know . Just 
like you want ' em out o f  your way , you unders tand . They commence to drifting . 

(Now, look . You only put three drops - you put a drop on each one of these 
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names - from the fish . ) 
Yes , you know , j us t  drop like that period ; j us t  like you writing a line , you 

know , you put a p eriod on each one of  them.  Well , you dot a period . 
(You do t each name with one drop of fish b lood . )  
Yes . 
(Well , what do you do with the fish then? ) 
The fish?  All right I fixin ' to tell you . When you get through with that , 

you take that fish and stick that paper , that name in there and go to running 
water and throw it , and turn your back . When you throw it , don ' t  throw it with 
your face toward the water . Always when you walk there - if  you [ came ] in your 
car or whatever you in , on the bridge , over the running water - you throw it 
b ackwards . [New Orleans , La . , (831) , 1236 : 5 . ]  

116 29 . You take this feesh , you split i t  open j us t  like you gonna gut it . 
You open that feesh and then you take that feesh and you puts the man ' s  name in 
there and you fix it . Put it • • •  

(Wait a minute ! Don ' t leave anything out . What about his name now? )  
You take his name • • •  
(Yes ? )  
And you put his name in de feesh • • • 
(Wait a minute ! What about his name ? ) 
[ I  must have turned o f f  machine accidentally becaus e I repeat what informant 

says . ] 
(Ah , nine t imes . All right now . All right . )  

Yes , nine t imes you puts the name in - on a p iece o f p aper into the feesh . 
(All right . )  
You takes the feesh and you covers this feesh back up whole again . You takes 

the feesh and you takes a s tring - a p iece of thread No . 8  black - and you j us t  
tie it all over on that 

FISH SPLIT - INSERT MAN ' S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
TIE UP FISH WITH BLACK THREAD - BURY FI SH - 9TH DAY 
HE ' LL GIVE • • •  TALE ABOUT IT • • •  WANDERING ON THE DRAG 

until you gets it together 
tight . Then you take the 
full length of the feesh 
and you put it in the 

ground j us t  like i t  is . And then in the 
give you the tale about i t , how he would 
never be able to make no kind of any way 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 8 74) , 1436 : 4 . ] 

ninth day , if  you see this party , he ' ll 
be on the wandering on the drag . He ' ll 
- no success ful at all - with dat feesh . 

11630 . (What do you do with that red fish? ) 
Well , that ' s all I know , is a red fish . 
(You mean he ' s  colored red? ) 
He ' s  co lored red , that ' s  his natural color,  a red fish . 
(And what do you do with that red fish now? ) 
After she get that name and that ? 
(Well , tell me the whole thing about it , the whole thing . )  
She takes the red fish and puts your name in i t  wro te nine times . That ' s  when 

she wants you to drag . And she throw that fish into this bayou or river , or lake, 

FISH - RED - HI S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES PUT IN 
BY WOMAN WHO WANTS HIM TO DRAG - SHE THROWS 
FISH INTO BAYOU OR RIVER - HE DRIFTS WITH FISH 

or wherever she want to throw it 
a t ,  and you supposed to drift 
wherever that fish drif t . See , 
this fish is dead . 
(Oh , you put that name into a 
fish that ' s  dead? ) 

throw it b ack into the water again . 
Whils t  he ' s  dead . And then she 

Now , he ' s  going to drift and drift .  Now , 
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you - you never • • •  

( Do you catch that f ish or b uy it or what ? )  
You kin buy ' em out in the market .  
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 0 ) , 1 3 7 1 : 3 . ] 
11631 . If  someone writes my name on paper , sprinkles gunpowder over i t , 

fo lds and puts in catfish mouth , then throws overboard : "Ah ' ll run mah life out ; 
ah won ' t live at home at all . "  [Mobile 881 : 3 . ] 

1 1 6 3 2 . If  someone ties a s trand o f  your hair round the � o f  a live catfish 
and turns i t  loose , "you ' ll be a downded man . "  [Wilmington 2 29 : 2+85 . ]  

116 33 . They do this plenty of  ' em if they want to s tart you to trave ling , you 
know , something like that . Well , they take a s trand of hair o,ut your head or if 

CATCH FISH - INTO ITS GILLS THREAD HAIR FROM PERS ON 
TURN FISH LOOSE - WHEN FISH DIES - PERSON WILL DIE 

they can ' t git it they git 
somebody what clos e friend 
to you to get it , you un
derstand if they can ' t get 

it themselves . A s trand o f  hair from you , regardless o f  where it  come from. Get 
some thing like a fish , you know and they ' ll thread it into his gills , like that , 
you unders tand . Leave the thread s tay in there and throw that fish back into 
the water . Jus t like that fish go , you ' ll go , and the death of that fish will 
be the death of you . [New Orleans , La . , ( 811) , 1141 : 2 . ] 

1 16 34 . "A woman was poisoned [magically ] . It was a fish under there , you 
know , up like a [ hog ] b ladder . [ Informant says blis ter looks like a b ladder . ] 

You could s ee it [ the small fish ] in the 
FISH - LI VING - ROOT DOCTOR TAKES water of  the bladder . A small fish was in 
FROM LARGE BLISTER ON WOMAN ' S LEG a large b l i s t er on this woman ' s  leg .  And 

the root doctor took his knife and cut it 
[bli s t er ] and then he took it  [ fish ] ou t . "  [Wilmington , S .  Car . , (210 from near 
Pinewood,  S .  Car . ) 116 : 5+85 . ]  

116 35 . Pound up a fish head , dry to powder ,  mix with salt , give in whiskey 
to a person ; creates a live fish in him . [Washington , D . C . , 6 25 : 5 . ] 

116 36 . Live fish b lood in you creates a live fish in you . [This b lood o f  
course should b e  a s  fresh a s  possib le and uncooked . A person ' s whiskey i s  prob
ably the bes t way to administer i t . Charles ton 6 16 : 11 . ] 

116 3 7 . Well , dey [ some said ]  use fishheads fo ' quick thinkin ' an ' dey [other� 
said dey use dat fo ' brain food . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1400) , 25 32 : 4 . ] 

11638 . It ' s  a bone in a fish called a lucky bone • • •  right up agains t de back 
part of a fish ' s  haid • • • I t ' s made something lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  It ' s  made 

in a "V" lak • • •  

FISH LUCKY BONE LIKE A "V" (Like a fork? )  

as with the frog 
I have dis cussed 
1522 : 11 . ] 

Yeah . [ This "V" shape is merely ano ther attemp t ,  
and b lack cat , t o  find a chicken wishbone elsewhere ; a matter 
s eve ral times in the preceding text . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 

116 39 . You t ake the fish , 
dry - dry good , perfe c t . And 

you take the front part of  his mouth and let it 
then maybe when yo ' re [yo ' ll ? ] b e  goin ' , it will 

FISH - UPPER AND LOWER JAWS OF - AN OVAL AND 2 LIPS 
DIY - PUT IN WATER WOMAN DRINKS - SHE WILL LOVE YOU 
S'nmOLISM AND INFORMANT PLAYING THE WHALE AND JONAH 

come apt to be some kind 
o f  a rain , or somepin other 
like that . Then if you kin 
get [ i t ]  into the water 
where the woman drinks ,  

then you [she ] will come t o  love you too . The front part o f  his mouth , you know , 
jis ' take the front part , tha t ring around his mouth . [ Probably demonstrates by 
raaning a finger around the mouth . ]  
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(Part of the upper and lower j aw there . )  
Yea , that whole thing - j is '  like tha t .  And take it out , and then you let 

that dry . You put that away and let that dry . Then [put it into ] the water 
that a woman drinks . Then you make wishes over that , you unders tand . Or any
thing that she drinks or eats , why then you us e that fish mouth over that . 
Then she will come to love , too . [New Orleans , La . , ( 812) , 1143 : 7 . ] 

11640 . Well , it ' s  a powder dey makes . Yo ' buy some o f  it outa de drug 
s tore - love powder . Dey call it  love powder. An '  den yo ' git so much of  dis 

FISHHOOKS 3 - LOVE POWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE 
LATTER 2 RUB ON FISHHOOKS TO ABSORB HOOKING POWER 
SCATTER POWDER AND COLOGNE FOR LOVE OR HATE 

same Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' 
gits three fishhooks . An ' 
yo ' put it together an ' yo ' 
rub it - rub it right close  
to  dat powder until set tle . 

After yo ' put dat Hearts Co logne in dere , it sit  an ' it git dry . An '  dey put it 
together an' den yo ' sprinkle it . An' if yo ' want de person to love yo ' ,  [he ' ll 
love you ] ; i f  yo ' want ' im to  hate chew , he ' ll hate chew . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

( 1009) , 16 34 : 1 . ] 
FISH SALTED OR RED DEVIL LYE - AT DOORSTEPS 
BURY - AND THE LAW CANNOT CROSS THOSE STEPS 

11641 . Git chew some Red Devil 
lye ,  a [new ]  box , an ' put a box 

do ' s teps , an ' bury it about dat deep 
An' if yo ' don ' t use de lye ,  den yo ' 
dat . 

of  dat lye to each one of  yore 
[ demons trates ] to each one of yore do ' s tep . 
kin git chew salt fish an ' dey can ' t cros s 

(That will keep the law away? )  
Keep de law away from you . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 1) , 2343 : 6 . ] 
11642 . Now mah s is ter , she gambled - she used tuh gamble . She don ' gamble 

no mo ' • • • •  But fo ' luck fo ' gamblin ' , tuh eat herrin ' s or sardines , dat ' ll give 

FISH SALTED - EAT HERRINGS OR SARDINES - GAMBLING LUCK 

REAL SICK WOMAN CALLS ON MOTHER AND BABY - HOLDS 
BABY - GIVES IT A STRING TO PLAY WITH - BABY THEN 
HAS FITS AND BOWEL TROUBLE - LATER MOTHER CALLS ON 
WOMAN WHO CAUSED THE TROUBLE - STEALS PIECE FROM 
UNDERCLOTHING - RETURNS HOME - TIES IT ABOUT BABY ' S 
WRIST - BABY GOT WELL - SPELL RETURNED TO ORIGIN 

' em [ luck ] . 
(Luck for gambling ? )  
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1348) , 2331 : 7 . ] 
11643 . It  all depends 
upon what kind of fits 
they have . 
(What for example? ) 
Well ,  if  they have what 
you call epidetic [ ep i
leptic ] fits , of  cours e ,  

you have t o  take them to the doctor [M. D . ] for that . But I tell you what I do 
know. Like I have a young baby and a woman come in my house be real s ick and she 
hold my baby , she will give my baby what you call a s tring and he ' ll begin like 
that [demonstrates ] to draw up , you know , like he want - his bowels wan ' a move . 
Now, I ' ll go back to her and get a piece of  her underclothing and tie it around 
my baby ' s  wrist like that , and he will be all right . [New Orleans , La . , (855 ) , 
1352 : 5 . ] 

11644 . You take an ' get you a twine string an ' put 
An' then, after you put those  knots in it , then you ' ll 

FITS - TIE 5 KNOTS IN STRING - WEAR ON SECOND STRING 

five knots in i t ,  see . 
wrap it roun ' another 
s tring ; you know , like a 
s tring where you go on 
Broad S treet [and buy 

something ] .  Dey , you know , b ind it  [package ] ,  tie it  up . Wel l ,  j es '  put them 
knot s  on that string .  An '  t ie it on that s tring an ' j es '  wear it  all the time 
an ' [ it ]  help you, keep you from havin ' those fits . [Richmond , Va . , (404 , my 
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first female roo t doctor , nicknamed Humpadee) , 359 : 2 . ] 
11645 . I ' ve heard dat you go to your bos sman an ' ask him fer a j ob ,  an ' if  

he don ' t seem like he want s to hire you right away , why you go to work an ' git 
you some o f  this five- fingah weed [ grass ] . You put a piece of that in your 
pockit , go to him the next day . S ee don ' t he hire yuh . [ Snow Hill,  Md . ,  (93) , 
4 : 8 - and 10 : 8 , both attached to MS ! ]  

11646 . ( Five- finger grass . )  
Five- finger grass , and I ' ll put this five- f inger gras s in under the faucet .  
(Near the faucet? ) 
Yes . And I ' ll take me a p iece o f  John de Conquer and go out like that and 

that long a piece too - have i t  in my mouth , go out like that - I will be chewing 
as I go on [ to s ee the bos s ] . And while I ' m  approaching you , I ' ll do like that 
[ demons trates ] .  

(Spit around . ) 
Y es . Then I go begin ask you my favor and I won ' t go away unheard . 
( I  see , I see , b ut you must have that five-finger grass in your pocket . )  
Yes . Yes , s ir .  
( I  see . What do you carry that fo r ?  What ' s  the idea of that ? ) 
That five- finger gras s , that ' s attractive ; more , that ' s  to make things at

tractive , that ' s  John the Conquer ' s  mas ter . Mus t break down all the friction 

FIVE-FINGER GRASS - JOHN THE CONQUER - BOSS FOR JOB 
in between you [ two ] , you 
unders tand . [As I have 
prob ably explained else

where , originally five-finger grass was the name five-finger given to 4 plants : 
the common c inquefoil , oxlip ,  bird ' s-foot trefoil , and Virginia creeper . The 
hoodoo root shop , mail-order firms , and individual roo t collectors surely extend
ed the lis t . ]  [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 76 ) , 1069 : 1 . ] 

FIVE FINGER GRASS PROTECTS YOU IN COURT 
1164 7 .  Dey tell me yo ' kin take de 
grass dey call de f ive-f inger grass in 
yore pocket , wear i t in yore pocket in 

yore pocketbook , an ' de j udge , de 
[Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1982 : 5 . ] 

11648 . Bringing in cus tomers . 
Yo ' burn yore incense an ' den yo ' 

j ury or de magis trate canno t convict yo ' .  

Wel l ,  firs t s tart yo ' o f f  burnin ' s ome incens e .  
use de five-finger grass . Hang i t  up anywhere 

FIVE-FINGER GRAS S - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - INCENSE 
in yore p lace o f bus iness . 
Den yo ' keep a High John de 
Conkah roots . Dat would 

increase yore bus iness . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1168) , 19 74 : 4 . ] 
11649 . You collect 3 things by moonlight : five-finger grass , wild peppermint 

leaves ,  and clear water [pure at a spring or well ] . You prepare and drink this 
conco ction [by moonlight? ] and you can conquer anything .  [Memphis , excellent 
informant , 965 : 10 . ] 

11650 . Well , you get you some flaxseed , see ,  and you sp rinkle that flaxseed 
around the door . S ee .  And when that - whensomever that flaxseed begin to come 

FLAXSEED GROWING AT YOUR DOOR - SOON MOVES YOU 
up , well , after that flaxseed 
is grown about two or three 
inches , well ,  I ' ll guarantee 

you, that after a period o f  
happen , in my neighborhood . 

(Here in New Orleans ? )  

time , tha t you have t o  move ; ' caus e I ' ve seen that 
Se e . 

Yes , sir . [ Flaxseed put this rite into wit chcraft ,  they being used to cat ch 
a hag or witch , see Nos . 50 8-509 , p . l5 3 ,  v . l .  Was this a method for moving a witch 
froa a neighborhood or annoying him or her? ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 839 ) , 1262 : 4 . ] 
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116 5 1 .  
s t eel dus ' 

You git that brown sugar , an ' you git that flaxs eed , an ' you git some 
[ 3  ingredients ] an ' mix i t  up . An ' j is '  like I ' m  livin ' on this -

FLAXSEED - STEEL DUST - BROWN SUGAR : 3 INGREDIENTS 
SPRINKLE BOTH SIDES OF S TREET IF BOOTLEGGING - LAW 

you livin ' on this corner 
an '  you bootleggin ' . All 
righ t . You take an ' you 
sprinkle it  both s ides o f  

the s treet o n  each corner . 
( 787) , 1098 : 1 . ] 

The law ain ' t gon ' a  bother you . [New Orleans , La . , 

11652 . Well , dat , i t ' s  supposed to be - it ' s  j es '  
ways , right an '  lef t .  Dat is , i f  yo ' wants de re ' lly 

3 FLAXSEED - WOMAN PUTS IN RIGHT SOCK OF NEW PAIR 
WHEN MAN COMES HOME FROM WORK SHE LETS HIM WEAR 
THEM THAT NIGHT - AFTER HE RETURNS HOME LATER - SHE 
TURNS RIGHT SOCK INSIDE OUT AND KEEPS BOTH UNDER 
BED - FLAXSEED BREAK SPELL OTHER WOMAN HAD ON HIM 

' cardin ' ,  yo ' use dem two 
fac ' ' bout it , yo ' use de 
right s tockin ' . Whut chew 
mean is to tie a person up. 
( Jus t tell me one way they 
use them . ) 
Well , yo ' kin take de flax
s eeds . I t ' s  re ' lly de fac ' 
' bout it , sub ,  j es '  take 

three flaxseed an ' put ' em into a s tockin ' or sock . I f  it ' s  a man ' s  socks , an ' 
yo ' wanta break ' im up wit a woman ,  yo ' take three flaxseeds . Yo ' know whut 
ah ' m speakin ' of  now . Yo ' take three flaxs eeds an ' put it into de toe of a 
sto ckin ' but dat ' s  go tta b e  a new s tockin ' dat nevah has been used . An '  den 
yo ' ll go tub work an ' yo ' ll s l ip it somewhere or ' nothah fo ' him tub put on . 
Den he wears it one night - wears i t  even one day an ' he takes - when he pulls 
it off dat night . Well , yo ' git it an ' turn de s to ckin ' wrongs ide outwards an ' 
j es '  let it remain wrongs ide outwards an ' i t  ' spos ed tub be anyways undah de bed 
dere . 

(You turn that sock wrongside outwards and put it  under the bed . )  
Yo ' put dat flaxseed in dere , dese three . 
[ I  s top a moment to s traighten out the thinking . ] 
(Well , now, you have already put them in and you ' ve turned the sock wrongside 

outwards and the three s eeds have fallen out ? )  
Yes sir , but fix i t  de way he ' ll wear i t  j es '  one day . 
(Well , what does that do then? ) 
Dat ' s  tub b reak him up if  he ' s  goin ' with a woman . 
[Here again flaxseed are us ed agains t witchcraf t ,  that o f  the o ther woman who 

was holding the man from his wife . ]  
(Does he wear either sock of  his ? )  
De right sock .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 76 ) , 2170 : 6 . ] 
1165 3 .  Git chew [ corn]  meal or f lour in de barrel an ' , dey a enemy to yo ' ,  

sift dat f lour good an ' make i t  up . But dey won ' t cook but half of  it an ' turn 

FLOUR OR MEAL ENEMY TAKES FROM YOUR BARREL - SIFTS 
MAKES UP - COOKS HALF - TURN DIRTY PAN OVER OTHER 
HALF 24 HOURS - THROWS IT AWAY - YOU WILL LACK FOOD 

de dirty [ baking ] pan ovah 
de o ther half an ' let it 
s tay 24 hours an ' throw it 
[bread ]  out . An ' dat cuts 
yo '  off from gittin •  any 

mo ' [ corn] meal . Have a hard time git tin ' f lour or whatever yo ' wantin ' . Can ' t 
hardly git nuthin tub eat . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1129) , 18 35 : 6 . ] 

11654 . Even with ears thought [spirit ? ] can hear anything , even a whisper , 
even if asleep = [ ears are wonderful but you , at least s ome of  us , were born with 

FOREHEAD - MARK ON - WISDOM HOLE OR RECEIVING HOLE 

your forehead. [ It is invisible excep t to a seer . ] 

an additional hearing aid ] . 
You were born with a lit tle 
hole , like a pinhole , in 
It is called a wisdom ha Ze 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4 229 

or receiving ho Ze . Through it  you receive messages from [and you are in touch ] 
with the Spirit o f  God ,  where to say no and where to say yes . [These "yes" and 
"no" answers sp iritually received are a spiritualization of  the "Jack, " the fet
ish that answers its owner ' s  ques tions by movements meaning "yes" or "no" ; see 
"JACK-BALL" MAN in interview pp . l59 3-1599 , v . 2 .  The present invisible hole on 
the forehead is actually the secret mark on a person ' s forehead I have discussed 
in my introduction to the interview of DOCTOR MARCUS BROWN on p . l290 , v . 2 .  I t  
is  the tav o r  taw = sign o r  cross , 22nd let ter of  Hebrew alphabet , the mark of  
the e Zect or chos en o f  God (Ezk . 9 : 3-7) . Both ho Ze and mark are the eye in the 
middle of the forehead somet imes seen in occult s igns or advertisements . Secret 
wisdom began with the tribal witch doctor and it is still with us ! ]  [Washington, 
D . C . , (62la) , 7 9 7 : 4 . ] 

11655 . Takin ' a fo ' k  an ' s tickin ' it down in de ground . Jes ' lak i f  ah 
didn ' t like yo ' an ' ah wanted yo ' to move ' way from dat place without any fus s , 

FORK - THRUST INTO GROUND - AT OUTSIDE CORNER 
OF HOUSE - NEAREST TO VICTIM' S BED - GOTTA GO 

ah ' d  take de fo ' k  an ' s tick it 
right in de corner of  yore house 
right directly where yore bed 
is . Well , yo ' j es '  git so upset 

yo ' j es '  go tta go - yo ' can ' t s tay ,  yo ' gotta go . [ This is a corner-of-the house 
rite , sometimes the corner being ins ide , at other times outside ; the one outside 
occas ionally under the house . Oppos ite corners of a house or room also occur . 
Mos t  frequently we find 4 corners o f  the house . ]  [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 
25 35 : 7 . ]  

11656 . Ah heard yo ' take a fo ' k  an ' put it in yore bed mattress an ' sleep 
on de fo ' k  three days , an '  dey say that ' ll separate yo ' an ' yore sweetie . 

FORK - WOMAN FOR 3 NIGHTS KEEPS IT IN MATTRESS 
UNDER HER - TINES POINTED TO  MAN ' S SIDE OF  BED 
3 MORNINGS AS HE LEAVES HOUSE SHE THROWS SALT 
AFTER HIM - SWEEPING IT OUT - GETS RID OF HIM 

(Well , who would put that in 
there , under that ? )  
Yo ' put it in there yo ' s elf 
yes , tuh git rid o f  yore man . 
Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' take that fo ' k  
an ' yo ' put it in yore b ed mat

tress ,  yo ' s ee ,  an ' yo ' turn it towards him all de time . See ,  de sharpes t parts 
[ tines ] .  See .  Yo ' turn it towards him yo ' see an ' yo ' sleep on that , three 
nights s traight , an ' that breaks yo ' all up completely . 

An '  tuh keep him away aftah he git gone , yo ' git chew some table salt . See , 
an' sprinkle it j es '  lak this [ gets up and demonstrates ] .  Sweep it  on out . He 
gotta s tay out . Jes ' do it gradually all de time , aftah he leaves [ for work ] , 
vben he walks out dis mawnin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 4 7 ) , 2809 : 9 . ] 

1165 7 .  Yo ' kin go tuh a s to ' where dey sell dat fo ' ks an ' yo '  kin buy it , 
an' name it  when yo ' buy it , this individual . Then yo ' come back home an ' yo ' 

fORK - WOMAN BUYS NEW - NAMES IT MAN SHE WANTS TO 
SEliD AWAY - BACK HOME SHE WRITES HIS AND HER NAMES 
(SURELY HER ABOVE HIS - EACH IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS ] 

1illSBES - WRAPS AND TIES PAPER ON FORK - TURNS BACK 
10 RONNING WATER - THROWS FORK OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
AKD WALKS AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK - MAN SOON LEAVES 

take a piece of papah 
an ' write their names on 
it , an ' make a wish , an '  
wrap that name right on 
that fo ' k , an ' yo ' might 
tie it [name] on there . 
Then yo ' kin carry it to 
some runnin ' watah an '  

tkrov it in there , an ' don ' look back at 
crazy . As that watah run , yore mind an ' 
Ia on things an ' off  lak that . 

it , an '  yo ' ll [person named will ] go 
that sharp fo ' k  - yo ' know, yore mind 

(How do you throw that in the water ? )  
Throw it ovah yore left shoulder an ' j es '  keep awalkin ' [away never looking 
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back] . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1542 ) , 2 790 : 8 . ] 
11658 . When yore man ' s  wit a woman an ' yo ' want her tuh quit him or sompin , 

j es '  git chew a ole brass fo ' k  an ' go tuh de do ' late at night . Jes ' knock on 

OLD BRAS S FORK - LATE AT NIGHT GO TO HOUSE WHERE 
YOUR MAN AND A WOMAN ARE - KNOCK ON DOOR - CURSE 
JABBING FORK INTO DOOR AND CALLING OUT 3 TIMES 
COME OUTA DAT OR COME OUTA DERE - "BREAK ' EM UP" 

de do ' an ' curse ,  say ,  "Come 
outa dat , come outa dat , " 
three times . An ' dey say 
dat ' ll break ' em up . 
(What do you do with the fork?) 
Jes ' s tick it in de do ' ,  "Come 

outa dere . "  Junk it in de do ' lak dat , "Come outa dere , "  an ' curse it . Dey say 
dat ' ll really break ' em up . Dat j es '  cuts ' em right in two . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

KNIFE AND FORK CROSSED UNDER DOORSTEP - FOR RENTMAN 
( 1544) , 2805 : 6 . ] 
11659 . An '  if yo ' already 
outdo ' s ,  yo ' git a knife 

an' a fo ' k  an ' yo ' bury it undah dere [ front doorstep ] an ' see if  yo ' cain ' t 
conker de rent man . Ah done tried dat . Ah know dat from self experience . 

(Jus t how do you bury that knife and fork , any special way? ) 
Bury de knife dis-a-way [ demonstrates ] an ' de fo ' k  dis way . 
(The fork crossing the knife . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558 , Peg Leg ' s wife , 

firs t informant on 2nd trip to New Orleans) , 2982 : 11 . ] 

FORK OF ROAD - IN DOUBT - TAKE RIGHT-HAND FORK 
11660 . Yo ' in a s trange place • • • 

nobody tuh inquire whut direc
tion it  is , an ' yo ' tryin ' tuh 

git to a town an ' heah ' s de fo ' ks 
All - ordinarily yo ' ll be righ t .  
2430 : 1 . ] 

of  a road , dey say yo ' git de right han ' fo ' k . 
Ah ' ve heard that . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1372) , 

116 6 1 .  Go at midnight to  forks o f  road , bow down and � to Lord for what 
you want . Go 9 nights .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 71) , 15 70 : 1 . ] 

1166 2 .  Say yo ' go down to de fo ' ks o f  de road fo ' good luck , nine mawnin ' s ,  
an ' after nine mawnin ' s  yo ' always have good luck • • •  

(What do you do when you go down to 

LUCKY TO GO 9 MORNINGS TO FORKS OF ROAD 
the forks of the road - what do you do 
do down there? )  
Ah don ' know ! [ The j us t  going down 
gives the good luck . ] [Wilson , N .  

Car . , ( 1495 ) , somewhere near cylinder 1495 : 11 . ] 
11663 .  Den you go to de fo ' k  of de road , s ee , dis 

like dis , one comin ' like dis , and one straight up [ 3  

11Y11  FORK OF ROAD - 3 ROADS COMING TOGETHER - GO TO 
SAY "GOD DAMN IT, I WANTS MARY TO DIE TONIGHT • • •  

YOU HEAR A GANG OF MUSIC • • • DON 'T SEE NOTHIN ' • • •  
THROW A PENNY DOWN • • •  GO OFF • • •  I [MARY ] DIES 'FORE DE 
NIGHT IS OVER - THAT 1 S WHAT HAPPENS AT FORK OF ROAD 

here way ; de road comin ' 
roads coming together , a 

"Y" fork] • And if  you 
wants me to die tonight , 
you goes to de fo ' k  of  de 
road , say , "God damn it , 
I wants Mary to die to
night . "  Well , you hears 
a gang of music ,. but chew 

don' t  see nothin ' . And you j es '  throw a penny down dere and go off  from dere . 
You left one penny dere , and I [Mary ] dies ' fore de night is over . 

(You will die before the night is over . The fork of  any road where two roads 
cross? )  

Ye-es , no , de  fo ' k  o f  de road like j es '  one coming dis way , one comin ' dis 
away and one straight up . 

(I  see, three roads coming together . )  
Yes , dat de fo ' ks .  
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(And you j ust  s tand in the fork of the road at twelve o ' clock at night and 
you j us t  say • • • •  ) 

Twelve in de day and twelve at night . 
at night or twelve in the morning . 

It  don ' t work no other t ime ;  twelve 

Gotta throw a penny down dere , you know . Yeah gotta leave a penny . [ Charles
ton ,  S .  Car . , ( 530) , 641 : 1 . ] 

11664 . Go to the forks of  the road . You 
on the middle part of the forks of the road . 

go tta get - there ' s  a certain dus t 
Well , they take that and they put 

DUST ON THE MIDDLE PART OF THE FORKS OF THE ROAD 
SAYS OUR INFORMANT - WHAT DID HE MEAN BY FORKS ? 

it  in a clean cloth and they 
make nine knots - tie it in 
nine knots . And they take 
that and wear it around 
their waist , and now they 
got you s topped . [This is 
a protection against con
j uration . r 
(Well , what do they wear 
that for ? )  
Well , they - what they wear 
that for ? Well , they kin 
harm you a whole lot , see . 
They kin make you go to a 

certain dis tance as they want you to go , 
distance , i f  they wanta stop you , see . 

(Well,  how would they use that ? )  

and they kin s top you a t  a certain 

[ Informant has already answered my ques tion . ] 
How they? 
(Do they use it  in any way? Or do they j us t  wear i t  around their wais t ? )  
Just keep i t  around their waist [ for protection ] . [New Orleans , La . , ( 884) , 

145 7 : 5 or  4 .  ] 
11665 . You go from home to the fork of  the road sometime . 
(You go to the forks of  the road , then what ? )  
You go from home t o  the fork o f  the road . You , somebody wants you to do 

somepin for ' em to harm ' em [ someone else ] . You take you a frizzly chicken , you 

GO TO FORKS OF ROAD BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND DAY - WITH 
LIVE FRIZZLY CHICKEN AND VICTIM ' S WRITTEN NAME - ON 
LEFT SIDE OF FORK - KILL CHICKEN - NAME IN AND BURY 

stand on the left-hand 
side o f  the fork of the 
road , and you got the per
son ' s name you wanta do 
harm to . And kill the 

chicken and put their name inside of the chicken and bury it . But it have to 
be before day in the morning , after twelve and before day in the morning . 

( I  see . You bury this frizzly chicken and that name in it , the name of the 
person you want to harm? ) 

Yes . [New Orleans , La . , ( 881) , 145 1 : 3 . ]  
11666 . Yo ' go down to de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' yo ' kin take a fresh aig - j es '  

lak yo ' in bad luck . Git a fresh aig an ' a penny an '  throw i t  cross yore shoulder 

IF IN BAD LUCK - CARRY FRESH CHICKEN EGG AND PENNY 
TO FORKS OF ROAD - BOTH IN HAND AND BACK TO FORK 
THROW THEM ACROSS SHOULDER - WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING 
BACK - PERSON PICKING UP PENNY TAKES YOUR BAD LUCK 
(WHY EGG?  THAT IS PAYMENT FOR SPIRIT OF THE FORK] 

at de fo ' k  of  de road an ' 
walk on an ' don' look back . 
After while it put chew in 
good luck . 
(You throw that penny and 
the egg over it [ shoulder ] ?) 
An '  de aig ovah - both o f  
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' em together , an ' throw it cross yore shoulder an ' walk on - de left shoulder 
and walk on . An '  why dat put chew in good luck? An '  de one dat come an ' find 
dis penny , i t  put dem in bad luck . [This is a tranference rite , very common 
in wart cures . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (136 3 ) , 2404 : 6 . ] 

1166 7 .  Wal , j es '  lak if  yo ' wuz goin ' tuh de fo ' ks 
It  be  a certain hour dat chew go . See , yo ' goin ' dere 

of de road tuhnight , s ee .  
at twelve a ' clock at 

night . Yo ' go at twelve 
a ' clock dis night . Well 
yo ' go , yo ' say . Yo ' 
git chew some stee Z dust. 

FORK OF ROAD - GO TO AT MIDNIGHT WITH STEEL DUST 
YOU ARE ON A DANGEROUS MISSION - STEEL IS A PROTECTION 
THERE MAKE A CROSS ON THE GROUND WITH 2 SWINGING 
STROKES OF RIGHT LEG - SAME MOTION BOYS YEARS AGO 
MADE WITH 2 SEMI-CIRCULAR SWEEPS OF FOOT - MAKING 
A MARBLES GAME EYE-SHAPED PLAYING RING )!:!\ - BUT 
OUR PRESENT CROSSING FOOT STROKES LOOKS LIKE A 
RUNNING LETTER "X" = X - IN HOODOO A CROSS ON 
GROUND IS  USUALLY MADE WITH A STICK - HERE WITH 
SHOE ON RIGHT FOOT - PICK UP FORK-OF-ROAD DUST 
MIX WITH STEEL DUST BROUGHT ALONG - WHILE WALKING 
AT FORKS MAKE WISHES - FINALLY OFFER SECRET PRAYER 
WHATEVER YOU WANT TO KNOW WILL COME TO YOU 
FORK OF ROAD BECOMES AN ORACLE 

Yo ' go wit de stee Z dus t. 
Yo ' ll go in de fo ' k  of  
dat road where yo ' ll 
make wit yore footstep 
lak dat [ gets out of 
chair and demons trates ] .  
(You make a cross right 
in the fork of  that 
road ? )  
Wit yore sho e ,  right
han ' foot , an ' yo ' take 
an ' pick up some dus t , 

an ' yo ' takes an ' mix it wit s tee Z dust ,  an ' sprinkle it lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  
Yo ' walks an ' as yo ' walk yo ' make yore wishes . An '  yo ' come back dere [ to the 
forks ] to a secret prayer . Make a secret prayer at de fo ' ks of de road . What
somevah yo ' wanta know about at the forks of the road , it [ answer ] will come to 
yo ' . [New Orleans , La . , (15 71) , 2885 : 7 . ] 

11668 . Walk j ust  like you walk to the two forks of the road , from the house ,  
make a cross mark with your right foo t ,  you know . Turn around and g o  back to 

WALK FROM HOME TO FORK OF ROAD - THERE MAKE CROSS 
WITH RIGHT FOOT IN THE DIRT - RETURN HOME - LUCKY 

CROSSMARK MADE FOR YOU AT FORKS OF ROAD - IF YOU 
WALK OVER IT - WHATEVER MAKER INTENDED WILL HAPPEN 

the hous e .  That ' s  supposed 
to be lucky to you .  Sup
posed to bring luck to you . 
(That will bring you luck , 
I see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  
( 7 79 ) , 1073 : 4 . ] 
11669 . I have heard that 
they goes tuh the forks o f  
d e  road and dey cPossmarks 

yo ' out like that . That ' s  whut ah ' ve heard about that . 
(Well,  what does that mark do? Do they j us t  make a mark there in the road? ) 
They j es t  make a mark at the [ fork of  the ] road . 
(Well,  how does that affect  me if  I don ' t  go out there? )  
I t  won ' t ' fe et yo ' i f  you don ' t go out there . If  yo ' go out there it ' ll ' feet 

chew. 
( I  see , you have to walk over that mark . ) [Mobile , Ala . , (689 ) , 918 : 4 . ] 
116 70 . Whut dey do ' s  at de fo ' k .  Well , de fo ' k  of  de road , when yo ' do dat , 

yo ' kin draw a person tuh yo ' or yo ' kin run ' em from yo ' .  Well , now , when yo ' 
got dere at de fo ' k  o f  de road , yo ' git dere a t  sunrise . Well , den yo ' make a 
cros s , j es '  lak de cross dey s ay dat Christ hung [ on ] , yo ' know . Yo ' name dat 
even , an ' yo ' cross dat , an ' den yo ' ll take a little graveyard [ dirt ] , good or 
bad [ grave ] it don ' t make no difference . An' den yo ' put dat in a lit tle b it of  
sulphah an ' salt , an ' den yo ' make a powdahs of dat - lak , yo ' know , an ' den yo ' 
throw it in dat place . An '  dat ' s de way yo ' uses dat at de crossroad , yo ' know , 
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REACH FORK OF ROAD AT SUNRI SE - MAKE CROSS IN DIRT 
NAME IT - TAKE 3 :  GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - SALT 
THROW IN THAT PLACE [ CROSS ] - MAKE A PRAYER - TALK 
TO IT - ANYTHING YOU WANT - GOOD OR BAD - NAME IT 

anything lak a fo ' k .  An ' 
dey [ den? ] yo ' say ,  yo ' 
know , yo ' have to talk to 
it , say ,  "Jesus Christ suf
fered an' died on Calvary 
Cro s s , why can ' t yo ' do so

an ' -so-an ' -so . "  See , j es '  anything yo ' want tuh name tuh it . 
(You do that for harm or bad ? )  
Yeah , it ' ll d o  eithah fo ' good or  fo ' bad , but den yo ' have d e  Lord , an'  make 

it  which way yo ' want it  tuh go . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1382) , 2454 : 3 . ] 
116 71 .  When yo ' go to a forks of de road , make a cross mark an ' go . If  yo ' 

see a fork of  de road , make a cross  mark an ' go [ on your way ] . Said yo ' more den 

AT A CROSSROAD MAKE A CROSS MARK FOR LUCK 
apt to be lucky . Dat ' s whut ah 
heard , yo ' more den apt to be lucky . 
[ For luck by making cross at fork of 

road , see No . ll6 6 8 . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1008) , 16 29 : 3 . ] 
116 72 .  Take de dirt out de fork o f  de road , i f  you don ' t want ' em to leave . 

Take de dirt out o f  de fork of  de road and put it in a bag and hold it  there . 
Keep it , that will keep them from going away . 

PUT CROS SROAD DIRT IN BAG - DIRT PERSON HAS WALKED 
OVER - ADD CAYENNE PEPPER - PERSON CANNOT LEAVE YOU 

(You j us t  go out to the 
forks o f  the road and pick 
up that dirt . )  
Yes , an '  put cayenne pepper 

with that , and hold i t .  That ' s  what ah heard . [Mob ile , Ala . , (690) , 919 : 5 . ] 
116 7 3 .  Say yo ' kin go to de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' take , yo ' know, dat arossin ' 

sand [ sand from cross road used in arossing person ] . An '  go an ' git ' im,  say ,  a 

AT FORKS OF ROAD PICK UP CROSSING SAND OR DIRT 
[THIS IS SAND OR DIRT USED TO CROSS = PUT SPELL ON ] 
MOSTLY SAND HERE AT WAYCROSS - PUT IN A BOX - WITH 
PIECE OF FLANNEL - WRITE VICTIM' S NAME - WHAT IS TO 
BE DONE TO HIM - TO KILL OR LINGAH HIM - READ 9 DAYS 
PSALM 35 - FACE TURNED TO SUNRISE - ADD DRAGON ' S  
BLOOD - KEEP THIS  BOX AND CONTENTS ABOUT THE HOUSE 

box about foah inches 
square . An' git a pie ce 
o f flannen cloth . An '  
j est  lak i t  wus me , dey 
take mah name [write it ] 
and [write ] whatsomevah 
dey wanta do tuh me ; lak 
dey wanta kill me or 
wanta Ungah me . Dey 

kin take dat an ' read de 35th Psalm fo ' nine days at sunrise , an ' [while reading 
it ] turn yore haid to de sunrise ,  an '  dey kin kill yo ' .  

(What would they do with all these things in that box? You didn ' t tell me 
vhat they did with those . )  

Well , dey would j es t  go an '  dey would take dat arossing sand [ sand from cross
road ] yore name , yo ' unders t and , an ' dat j es t  be closed up [ in the box] . Yo ' 
understand me . Go out an ' put dat ingredients in deah . It ' s  a dragon ' s  blood 
dat chew kin git - dragon ' s  blood - put it in dere . An ' put dat box back to
gether , yo ' know, j es t  like yo ' kin use dat sand an ' dat dragon ' s  b lood an '  
yore name an ' read dat - yo ' unders tand , d a t  35 th P salm.  

(Where do  you put  that box  then? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' j es t  place it mos t  anywhere about in de house ,  ain ' t  got no certain 

place . [Way cross , Ga . , (1135 ) , 184 3 : 11 . ] 
116 74 .  Go to the forks o f  a road and yo ' can git dat dirt j es '  as it turn 

off at de forks o f  de road , yo ' kin git dat dirt an ' yo ' kin take it and bring 
it back an ' sprinkle it in a person ' s shoes an ' if dey wearing dat shoe an '  yo ' 
want ' em to go , that will keep them going . 

(But you mus t  get this dirt from the fork o f  the road . ) 
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GET DIRT AS IT TURNS OFF AT DE FORKS OF DE ROAD 
SPRINKLE IT IN PERSON ' S  SHOES - THAT WILL KEEP 
THEM GOING - NOT FOOT TRACKS - DIRT FROM DE TURN 

Git it from de turn , that ' s  
to  make them leave . 
( I t  mus t  be  the dirt from 
their track? ) 
Not from their track . Yo ' 

go out to the forks of the road , you git dat dirt . 
(Anybody ' s  dirt or any kind o f  dirt . )  
No , yo ' git de dirt out o f  the road , not nobo dy else ' s  track . [Mob ile , Ala . , 

(6 88) , 956 : 5 . ] 
11675 . Go out to de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' git s ome dirt , if  it  a person at 

yure hous e ,  yo ' know, an' yo ' want ' em tuh leave or eithah come b ack , see . Yo ' 
git  dat dirt out de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' bury dat up undah de step s . An ' put so 

FORK OF ROAD DIRT KEEPS PERSON HOME OR SENDS AWAY 
UNDER STEPS WITH SUGAR AND 2 NEW NEEDLES KEEPS HOME 

at home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (943) , 15 24 : 8 . ] 

some sugah an ' two brand
new needles ain ' t been used. 
(What will that do ? )  
That will make them s tay 

116 76 .  I f  s omebody put a spell on you , or evil verk [work] on yuh , ah kin 
take yuh any night at twelve ' clock an ' go tuh de fork of de road . An ' lak at 
a certain time [I wil l ]  fetch yuh on back home an ' fix de door tuh yuh step -

FORK OF ROAD - INFORMANT A ROOT DOCTOR - AT MIDNIGHT 
TAKES PATIENT THERE - RETURNING PATIENT HOME - HE 
FIXES [MAGICALLY PREPARES ] PATIENT ' S  DOORSTEP - HAS 
PATIENT ENTER BACKWARDS - GOES TO BEDROOM - TAKES 
PAIR OF SOCKS - [HERE I ASK ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED AT 
CROSSROADS ) - GET A FROG AND 9 8-PENNY SQUARE-CUT 
NAILS [IXJCTOR ACTS OUT EVERYTHING ] - PICKING UP 
CROSSROAD DIRT FROM FLOOR OF INTERVIEWING ROOM - HAS 
SPECIAL HAMMER TO DRIVE THE NAILS INTO FOOTPRINTS 
DEVIL COME ALONG - DON ' T  BOTHER WITH HIM - DRIVES 
NAILS INTO PATIENT ' S  FOOT TRACKS - LETS DIRT FALL 
THROUGH HIS FINGERS - ON RETURNING TO PATIENT ' S  HOME 
HE NAILS SOME OF THIS DIRT TO PRECEDING DOORSTEP S 
PATIENT GOES TO BED - ARISES AT SUNRISE - DOCTOR 
[ STAYS NIGHT THERE ? ] GIVES HIM QUART OF VINEGAR 
AND SULPHUR MIXED IN BOTTLE - THROWN INTO RUNNING 
WATER ETC . - ENDING : GO BACKWARDS AN '  LAY IN DE BAID 

sort , you understand . [ Long s ilence and I continue . ]  
is  confidential . I t  doesn ' t  go any farther , you see . )  

an ' den yuh ' ll go back
ward an ' go tuh yuh baid
room an ' git a pair o f  ' is 
socks or s ome othah thing . 
An '  nine days af tah dat 
yuh would be o f f  from home . 
Nine days aftah dat yuh ' ll 
commence tuh • • •  [ I  inter
rupt . ]  
(Well what would you do 
at the crossroad s ?  What 
would you do down at the 
cros sroads to cure a 
person ? )  
Why yuh want me tuh tell 
yuh secret information? 
(I ' m  not going to be here 
to go into bus iness again
s t  you or anything o f  that 
You s ee ,  what you tell me 

Well , I ' ll tell yuh anyhow . Now yuh , if anybo dy harm yuh , hurt chuh , an ' yuh 

wan ' a put a spell on dem [ this is called " returning the spell" ] .  Yuh go an ' git 

a frog , one fro g .  Git chub nine , nine eightpenny cut nails . Yo ' know what a 

cut nail is ? 
(Yes , a square nail . )  
Mm [whatever that means ! ] .  An ' go carry it  tuh de crossroads , j es '  go ovah 

de dirt where his feet print [ leave footprints ] .  Do lak dat [ demons trates ] an ' 
do lak dat [ demons trates again ] an '  be raising de nail . 

[ I  describe his act ions . ]  
(The person puts his hands down on the ground . )  
[The hands are spread out flat on the ground . ]  
Go t ta have [ demons trates ] ground gotta go through his hand , you know [ demon-
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s trates ] .  
( Through his fingers . )  
[He continues to demons trate . ]  
Yuh put yuh f ingahs here and den yuh put de nails right here . 
[Demons trates a hammer . ]  
(A special hammer you use for that purpose . )  
[While this is going on . ] De devil will come along . Nevah go up to him. 

Go back home as s low as yuh kin an ' carry dat nailed-down [ prints ] an ' take de 
sand wit i t .  Nail dem tub de s tep s an ' yuh do de same thing . Let him go in de 
house backwards . As he go at de s tep goes on up , go in backwards an ' lay down 
[ to rest ] .  He gonna git up early - sunrise . Aft ah sunrise de nex '  mawnin ' . 
An '  den yuh give him a quart o f  vinegah an ' sulphuh , an ' in dat bottle . An' put 
it dere an ' throw it in runnin ' watah , den dat will [begin to work ] . An ' in 
nine days t ime , if he ain ' t too long [ gone , he will b egin to recover ] . 

[While machine stopped I ask a ques tion . ] 
No , yo ' ll s tart at de do ' an ' den take five more [ s teps ] an '  git some vinegah. 

Tie it  right togethah wit a p iece of  cord s tring an ' put about a spoonful of 
sulphur , wit a quart of  vinegah . But chew have dat fixed . Now you have dat 
fixed a couple of  days , yuh undahs tan ' . Den aftah yuh do it , git de person an ' 
let ' im take a dose  three t imes a day . 

( That ' ll cure him? ) 
In nine days now dat person week is up an ' de reason it  is done . If i t ' s  

recently done , dey has de party dyin ' in t ' ree days . [ Presumably the longer 
the spell in time , the longer it takes to cure it . ]  

(The person that put the spell on him. ) 
Yeah , goes back [ to him]  s ee .  [This is called returning the spell and by 

other names . ]  
[To be  on the safe side I continue . ]  
(As I p as s , I put them [my feet ] down there and make my footprints and my 

handprints right at  the crossroads . )  
Right at de cross of  de road [making this the center of  a square and a quin

cunx rit e ]  and come right b ack to de s t eps and do de same thing . An ' he ' ll 
[doctor ] have to carry yuh back as yuh go backwards an ' lay in de baid . [ Charles
ton , S .  Car . , (509) , 5 72 : 8 . ] 

116 7 7 .  Yo ' go tub de fo ' ks of  de road an ' , when yo ' go tub de fo ' ks o f  de 
road , yo ' git a p inch o f  dirt from de fo ' ks of  da t road . Den yo ' go to do -

FORK-OF-ROAD DIRT AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
ADD : SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - SPRINKLE 
ACROSS PERSON ' S  PATH TO CHANGE HIS MIND 

b efo ' yo ' go tub de fo ' ks o f  de road , 
yo ' go tub de graveyard yo ' know, an '  
g i t  some of  d e  graveyard dirt an '  mix 
it  tuhgethah . Den go tub de fo ' ks  of 
de road an ' git some o f  dat , an' mix 

dat tuhgethah . Den yo ' have tuh s eason it , chew know. Yo ' git dem two things 
an' yo ' git some salt an ' yo ' git some peppah an ' some sulphur , an ' crumble it 
all wit dat dirt from de fo ' ks of de road . An ' it  will do j es '  whut chew want 
it tub do . 

(What will you do with it ? )  
Yo ' went dere fo ' a purpos e .  When yo ' went tuh de fo ' ks o f  d e  road , yo ' 

wants somebo dy probab ly ,  or yo ' wanta change .somebody from gain'  wit somebody ' s  
else, an ' yo ' bring yo ' dese ,  an ' why , dat means dey ' ll come yore way . 

(What do you do with that dirt after you mix i t  up? What do you do with it ? )  
Sprinkle it . 
(Where ? )  
Yo ' know, j es '  lak ah know yo ' goin ' out . ' Sposin '  ah ' m  gain' from heah ovah 
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he ' p  me tuh rule dis day . "  Pray d a t  prayer , "He ' p  me tuh rule d i s  day . "  Dat ' s  
tuh conkah yore enemies , from round yo ' .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1549) , 2813 : 8 . ] 

116 80 . Well , yo ' kin go to de fo ' ks o f  de road for de man dat chew love or 
yore husband - to see who yore husband was [ is to be ] . Yo ' kin go dere an' set 

FORK OF ROAD - MIDNIGHT - MEET FUTURE HUSBAND OR COFFIN 
until twelve a ' clock 
at night j es '  wit chure 
whole heart an ' mind on 

a husband an ' he ' ll appear befo ' yo ' . Or , well , if yo ' wanta go dere , if yore 
husband don ' t come dere an ' yo ' not goin ' live long , why de shape of yore coffin 
will come . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1141) , 1855 : 10 . ] 

116 8 1 .  If one wants tuh marry a man , gits a looking glas s an ' go de eas t of 
de fork of de road an ' buries it  there . Well , that makes this man marry her . 

FORK OF ROAD - EAST S I DE OF - WOMAN BURIES FACE UP 
MIRROR BEARING NAME OF MAN SHE WANTS TO MARRY - THEN 
9 MORNINGS SHE VIS ITS SITE - MARRIES WITHIN YEAR 

( She s imply takes the 
looking glass and goes 
out and buries it at the 
forks of the road . ) 
Forks o f  the road . Turn 

it up , an ' den she vis i t  dat yo ' know fo ' nine mornings . 
(Well , how does she know she is going to get the right man? )  
Well ,  dat de one she want . Well she put his name on dat glass an ' puts it 

dere . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1122) , 180 3 : 12 . ] 
11682 . What do they do at  the forks of the road? Well , dey go out dere s ome

time tuh bury glas s , a broken glas s . Dey go out dere to  meet spirits  in some way 

TO AVOID BAD LUCK - BURY AT FORKS OF ROAD MIRROR 
ACCIDENTALLY BROKEN - OR TO RID SELF OF BAD LUCK 
PURPOSELY BREAK MIRROR BURY IT AT FORKS OF ROAD 

but ah cain ' t explain dat ex
actly , ' cos ' ah done fo ' go t . 
(What kind o f  glass do they 
bury out there ? )  
Well , dat ' s  a mirror , a lookin' 

glass . Well , dey bury that there tuh bury their troubles to these fo ' ks .  [Wil

ENEMY DRIVES STAKE INTO FORKS OF ROAD 
CALLING YOUR NAME - YOU BECOME WANDERER 

s on ,  N .  Car . , (1454) , 2642 : 6 . ]  
11683 . Dey go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road . 
Dey calls yore name an '  de ' drives a 
stab [ s take ] in de fo ' ks o f  de road . 

Well , dat j es '  keep yo ' goin ' . Yo ' can ' t s tay in one place , j es '  keep agoin ' -
goin ' all de t ime . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1217) , 2069 : 5 . ] 

116 84 .  Ah says , dey ' ll - sometimes dey ' ll go dere [ forks o f  road ] an ' drive 
a s tave [ s take ] down in groun ' where yo ' can ' t see it , and pull green grass and 
put on top of  it . When yo ' git dere yo ' won ' t know it . Yo ' can ' t cross dat road . 

ENEMY DRIVES STAKE LEVEL WITH THE GROUND IN CENTER 
OF CROSSROAD - WALK OVER IT - PAINS IN LEGS FOREVER 
STAKE IN CENTER OF CROSSING= � IS  A QUINCUNX RITE 

(You can ' t cross  that road ? 
Where do they put that 
stake? ) 
In de middle , right in de 
middle of de road .  Dey ' ll 

drive i t  down so yo ' can ' t s ee it , even wit de groun ' , yo ' know . 
(You do that out at the forks of  the road . Wel l ,  what do they do that for ? )  
Well ,  i f  you walk over it , you ' ll have pains d e  balance o f  yore days in yore 

laigs , dey begin tuh git so s t if f . [Mob ile , Ala . , (694) , 943 : 2 . ]  
11685 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' go to de fo ' k  of a road , somewheres roun ' where 

fo ' fo ' ks run dis way , one dis way , one dis way an ' den dis way - de crossroads , 
yessuh . At fo ' fo 'ks .  An '  make a round ring dis way [ demonstrates circle on 
ground ] an ' drive a s tick [s take ] right into de center o f  de ring - drive it to 
70 degrees - an ' de s tick probably is nine inches or twelve inches [ long] . An ' 
drive it clean down to twelve inches . I t  shouldn ' t  be ovah twelve inches long . 
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[This means s t ick is level with ground . ]  An '  dat takes great effect when a per
son walkin ' along dere . Sometime a person will s tumble [but he does not stumble 
over stick ! ] an ' dey don ' t  know whut caus e ' em tub s tumble . Ah ' ve heard o f  dat , 

IF PRECEDING RITE IS  A QUINCUNX WHAT IS FOLLOWING? 
MAKE CIRCLE ON GROUND AT CENTER OF CROSSROADS - IN 
CENTER OF CIRCLE DRIVE STAKE FLUSH INTO GROUND WHERE 
ENEMY MAY STUMBLE - BUT LATER BE CRIPPLED FOR LIFE 
STAKE IN CENTER OF CIRCLE IN CENTER OF CROSSROAD ! 

yo ' want to git ' em .  Caus e ' em to have a [phys ical ] 
( Does he j us t  fall down o r  what ? )  

too , an ' i t  taken great 
effect . 
(You do that agains t some 
of your enemies or  some
thing ? )  
Yes . I f  yo ' have a enemy , 
yo ' know , an ' dat ' s  de way 

downfall . 

He fall down an ' git full of  pain or somepin lak dat . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  
(1408) , 2530 : 13 . ] 

11686 . Yo ' go out dere ' fore day in de mawnin ' an ' git a twig offa tree at 
de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' us e it . Yo ' kin us e it fo ' luck , fo ' bad luck , an ' dey 
use it with dis red f lannel .  Ah ' magine yo ' seen red flannel . Yo ' us e red flan
nel . An ' git chew a twig while de sap is in i t , but chew cain ' t git it when it ' s  

BEFORE DAY CUT TWIG HAVING SAP - FROM TREE AT FORKS 
OF ROAD - BOIL THIS AND TURPENTINE AND ASAPITIDY 
3 INGREDIENTS - STRAIN THROUGH PIECE OF RED FLANNEL 
LIQUID KEEP IN DARK PLACE - TWIG WRAP IN RED FLANNEL 
WEAR LATTER ABOUT NECK FOR LUCK - LIQUID FOR SPELLS 
THIS LIQUID WILL DO WHATEVER YOU WANT - GOOD OR BAD 
FALLIN ' OUTA BED� AGONY IN DE PEET� ATHALETIC PEET 
SPRINKLE THIS WATER AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE PERSON 
SPRINKLE TO MAKE A SICK PERSON SICKER - SPRINKLE 
TO GIVE BAD HEALTH OR TO HAVE GOOD HEALTH - IN FACT 
THIS LIQUID WILL DO WHATEVER YOU WANT - GOOD OR BAD 

dry , at de fo�' ks of  de 
road . Dat cause people 
tub has spells , fallin ' 
outa beds , agony in de 
haid , agony in de feet , 
athaletics feet s an ' all 
lak dat . 
(What do you do with this 
twig ? How do they work 
that ? )  
Well ,  yo ' gi t chew a p iece 
of red f lannel an ' git 
chew some turpentine an ' 

asafetidy an ' boil it all tuhgethah in ' bout , j es '  say ' bout a cup of watah an ' 
strain it an ' po ' all dat drugs [ dregs ] , let say yo ' has drugs tub i t , an ' s train 
i t  through dat red flannel . An '  af tah yo ' ve s trained it through de red flannel , 
den yo ' use only de watah , unders tan ' . S et dis watah in a dark place in a 
closet an ' keep dis twig in dis red flannel wrapped . Yo ' kin weah dis roun ' 
yore neck fo ' luck fo ' yo ' self . An '  de watah fo ' bad luck yo ' kin sprinkle 
around a person' s do ' s teps tub cause ' em tub move . If yo ' wanta sprinkle it 
fo ' luck , if  yo ' wanta sprinkle it , yo ' kin sprinkle it tub cause ' em tub move . 
Yo ' kin sprinkle it fo ' a person dat ' s s ick , tub make ' em have iller health . 
Yo ' kin sprinkle i t  where a person is sick ,  tub make ' em have bet tah health ; 
accordin ' tub whut chew magic ' but chew go tta git it from de fo ' ks of  de road 
' fore day in de mawnin 1 •  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 3 . ] 

LET ME REWRITE WHAT HAPPENS IN THE FOLLOWING RITE 
YOU ARE HAVING A SPELL OF BAD LUCK - YOU ARE WALKING 
ALONG A SINGLE ROAD ____,. WHICH SUDDENLY DIVIDES INTO 
LETTER "V" LYING ON ITS SIDE LIKE THIS (. WHICH 
IS '1'HE LETTER "Y" FORK - STOP AT THE BEGINNING OF 
FORK - THE "V" LYING ON ITS S IDE < - HERE WHIRL 
AROUND TWICE [ONE WHIRL FOR EACH FORK ] AND WHIRL 
TO RIGHT - CONFUSES ANY BAD-LUCK SPIRIT FOLLOWING 
YOU - THEN CONTINUE ON RIGHT FORK NEVER LOOKING BACK 

116 8 7 .  Yo ' go tub de fo ' k  
of  de road - fo ' luck yo ' 
mean? [ I  p robably nodded 
yes . ] Fo ' luck . An ' yo ' 
turn around twice [ s tand
ing in same place ] an ' on 
de right han ' s ide , not on 
de lef t-han' s ide . An ' 
yo ' succeeds dere on de 
right han ' of de road . 
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Don ' nevah look back ,  j es '  keep right on on  de  righ t han ' s ide , yo ' understan ' . 
An' right  at de b end of  dat fo ' k of de road - dere ' s  three fo ' ks o f  de road . 
Well , at  de s econd fo ' k  of  de road , yo ' look right at de s e cond road . [ S umter , 
s .  Car . ,  (13 78) , 2447 : 4 . ] 

11688 . Wel� , yo ' kin go to de 
times an ' yo ' don ' [look back? ] .  

fo ' ks of de road an ' probably turn aroun ' three 
Cos ' whatevah yo ' have [of  victim' s ]  well , yo ' 

3 TIMES TURN AROUND AT FORKS OF ROAD - LEAVE ARTICLE 
OF VICTIM ' S - VI CTIM WILL LINGER NEARBY UNTIL DEATH 

know , j is '  lak if yo '  
wanted to do somebody some 
harm or somep in .  Well yo ' 
take whatevah yo ' go t o f 

th eirs an ' place it there in de fo ' ks of  de road , an ' there where they ' re [vic
t im is ] goin ' . They ' ll s top , an ' they cain ' t go any further becuz ' they ' ll lin
ger roun ' there , yo ' know. Well , they ' ll continue goin ' that way all de while 
until dey die . [Little Rock, Ark . , ( 89 6 ) , 1466 : 4 . ] 

11689 . Dey go to de fo ' ks of  de road an ' dey turn three times , but ah heard 
dey go to de graveyard befo ' an ' dey gits some dirt .  An '  dey take dat dirt an ' 

GO TO GRAVEYARD AT FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE GRAVEYARD 
DIRT - TURN ROUND 3 TIMES AT FORKS OF ROAD - TO 
PLACATE GRAVEYARD OR FORK OF ROAD SPIRI T ?  - MIX THI S 
DIRT WITH SUGAR - SUGAR OF LEAD - SULPHUR - BURY 
UNDER YOUR STEPS TO BRING BACK PERSON WHO LEFT YOU 
BURY MIXTURE OUT FROM STEPS TO MAKE PERSON LEAVE 

some sugah an ' some sugah 
o f  lead an ' some sulphur , 
an ' take it an ' take dat 
dirt an ' bury it undah de 
s t ep s ,  undah de front 
s tep s , either de back -
if  dey ' s out an ' yo ' want 
' em tub come in • • •  yo ' take 

it an '  yo ' mix dat all up togethah . Yo ' take it an ' bury it undah yore steps , 
where dey gotta come ovah . An ' dat ' ll make dem come back • • • •  Either yo ' take it 
an' bury i t  out from de steps . Da t ' ll make ' em go away . 

(What about the forks of  the road? ) 
Ah say , ah ' ve heard of ' em goin ' to de fo ' ks of  de road but it  b e  at de grave

yard at de fo ' ks o f  de road , an ' git dat graveyard dirt . 
(You have to go to a graveyard that ' s  near a forks of  the road? ) 
Yas suh ,  tub git dat dirt , but now if yo ' say go to de graveyard an ' git  dat 

dirt off  a grave fo ' dat somebody dat ' s  went away • • • •  An' yo ' wanta git ' em back • • • • 
nat ' s  whut ah ' m  tryin ' t uh  tell yo ' ' bout dat graveyard dirt . Yo ' go dere an ' 
git dat an' yo ' bury dat dirt . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1548) , 2 809 : 9 . ] 

11690 . Take the forks of  the road , [ I  will ] j us t  mark on this [ piece o f  paper] 
the forks o f  the road there . 

[After he draws a diagram I commen t . ]  
(That ' s the forks of  the road . All right . ) 
Now, you kin take the forks of  the road [a  cros s road ] and you kin go either 

�e or there [ to right-hand or left-hand fork ] . You kin make a wish at twelve 

CIOSSROAD OR 4-FORKS-OF-ROAD IS WHERE 2 ROADS CROSS 
SQUARE JOINING 4 FORKS IS THE CROSSING - YOU ENTER 
IT AT MIDNIGHT - YOU HAVE ONE WISH - AT RIGHT FORK 
WISH ABOUT WOMEN - LEFT FORK MUS I CAL INSTRUMENTS 
DO NOT ENTER EITHER FORK - STAND SEVERAL FEET BACK 

II CROSSING - AFTER YOUR WI SH SPIRITS WILL ENTERTAIN 
LEAVE BY CONTINUING ROAD YOU CAME - DO NOT LOOK BACK 

o ' clock at [ demonstrates ] :  
(At each fork - at either 
fork , j us t  before he gets 
to the j oining place . )  
Yes ? 
(Yes , all right. ) 
You kin make a wish there 
[ demons trates ] for success 
for dealing with women . 

You can make a wish [here , a s econd place ] for succes s in ins truments - like you 
..uta play a piano , guitar or something [ demonstrates ] .  

(I s ee . On the right-hand s ide o f  that fork [ 4  forks ] you use to wish for 
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women ; the left-hand f ork is us ed for ins truments and things of  that sort . All 
right . )  

Yes . Now , but you mus t be here a t  twelve o ' clock. 
(On the right hand s ide? ) 
Yes , either s ide [ chosen ] you must be  there at twelve o ' clo ck at night , you 

know. 
( I  see . )  
Af ter the clock s trike twelve . You go there before then and b e  there at 

twelve . And you ' ll be entertained [ all s orts of things will appear ] . 
(Then you j us t  make a wish . That all you do then , at  the forks of the road ? )  

[Machine s top s . N o  answer . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 145 3 : 5 . ] 
1169 1. We ll , yo ' take de colored folk graveyard - yo ' nevah been dere , is yo' ? 
(No . ) 
Well - ' s cuse me - dis heah is de white folks graveyard [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' 

undahstan ' , an ' de colored folk graveyard come lak dat dere tuh de fo ' ks of  de 

THI S  RITE CONCERNS GRAVEYARDS FOR BLACKS AND WHITES 
AT FORKS OF ROADS - GRAVEYARD SEPARATED BY ONE 
OF THE FORKS - IF WHITE MAN OWES A BLACK MAN MONEY 
AND DELAYS OR REFUSES PAYMENT - OR IF HE HAS OPENED 
NEARBY BUSINESS - IS A COMPETITOR - DON ' T  GO TO LAW 
TAKE HIS FOOT TRACK BACKWARDS [ TOE TO HEEL ] IN ROAD 
SEPARATING THESE GRAVEYARDS - DO NOT SAY A WORD 
GOING OR COMING - NOW AT HOME - WORDS WHEN YO ' SET 
DAT TABLE SHOW PART OF RITE OCCURS THERE - BURNED 
SULPHUR AND FOOT TRACK ARE PUT IN 4 CORNERS OF ROOM 
LA'ITER AND TABLE = 5 POINTS � OR QUINCUNX RITE 
DEBTOR PAYS BILL OR BUS INES S COMPETITOR MOVES 

road lak dat . Well , yo ' 
kin go right chere ' tween 
de colored folk graveyard 
an ' de white folk grave
yard , an ' any man whut owe 
yo ' ,  take an ' wri t e  a let
tab , yo ' undahs tan ' . Yo ' 
ain ' t got ta git  no lawyah 
tuh ' res t him . Yo ' go 
right tuh de fo ' ks of de 
road lak ah tell yo ' an ' 
j es '  pick up lak dis heah 
[ demonstrates ] de whi te 
folks graveyard in dis 

graveyard , yo ' unders tan ' . 
backwards an ' take it up • • •  

(P ick up what? ) 

Yo ' go right dere tuh dis heah an ' take yore han ' 

Pick up his track backward . An ' don ' t cay [ care ] if ah owe yo ' or anybody 
owe yo ' ,  pick it up backwards , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' don ' say nuthin ' tall . Jes ' 
go home . 

( Tell that over again . ) 
Ah sai d ,  any colored man - if  yo ' open up a place right heah - yo ' got dis 

p lace right heah now . If ah pas s by or anythin ' an ' yo ' no t friends wit me , 
understan ' . Well , lak ah wus walkin ' from dis s ide , an ' den - well , yo ' j es ' 
ketch mah track lak dis heah [ demons trates ] undahs tan ' . An '  de sulphur , so dat 
yo ' don ' t go out dere an ' f ight dere in de [ s treet ] . Yo ' go round back in de 
s to ' ,  undahs tan ' ,  an ' set it right dere in de cornah an ' yo ' j es '  shake dat sul
phur up fine , undahstan ' . ' Fore dat sulphur git burnin ' good , yo ' undahstan ' , 
in dat fo ' cornah o f  de house . S ee , dat ' s  a cornah o f  de house , dis a cornah , 
an '  dis a cornah , an ' dis a cornah . Well , when yo ' s et dat table yo ' gits a 
lit tle b it an ' sprinkle in dat cornah , dat cornah , da t cornah an ' dat cornah . 
Dat fo ' cornah of de hous e .  An '  den de man ovah nex ' do ' can ' t  - de Irishman 
or Jew or [who ? ] ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  he say tuh dem, "Dis man has opened a place 
of bus ine ss heah . Ah b een befo ' he come heah an ' he got mo ' cus tomahs den ah 
got .  Ah think ah ' m  go in ' move . "  [Savannah , Ga . , (1278) , 2155 : 1 . ]  

1169 2 .  Go to a table , de f o '  corners o f  a table , an ' scrape de dirt o f f  i t  -
de fo ' corners o f  a table an ' cook i t  in his b iscui t s  or anything she cook it  
in an ' give it to  him t o  eat , an ' ah guarantee he won ' t leave . He ' ll stay right 
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there [I  had heard about s i t t ing down at a kit chen table ,  scrap ing the corner 

4 CORNERS OF TABLE S CRAPE - FEED TO MAN - KEEPS HOME 
to your right and feeding 
scrapings to dog ,  also 
scrap ing 3 corners for 

the same purpo se , keeping animal home (see FA CI , 2nd ed . ,  Nos . 2295-2 29 6 ,  p . 91-
92 ) ; but keeping a man home with s crap ing from 4 corners was new to me . Is a 
man harder to keep home ? ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (140 7 ) , 2530 : 7 . ]  

1169 3 . Dey say take a piece o f  dis heah fo ' corners of de world [ a  rare 
root in HOODOO ] , yo ' know , a lil ' p iece of root about dat long . I t ' s got fo ' 

?OUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD AND HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
CARRY THESE 2 ROOTS TO FIND WORK 

corners , call it fo ' corners 
of de wor ld. An ' a p iece o f  
High John de Conker. An' 
to te dat [ thos e  2 roo ts ] an ' 

dey say yo ' ll git work . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1428) , 25 7 7 : 12 . ] 
11694 . Sompin yo ' do to make de boss give yo ' a j ob - find dat herb . 
(All right , do you know how to do it ? )  
I t ' s a four-finger herb , j es t  lak a ,  made j es t  lak a man ' s [ the 4 fingers of 

his hand ] ; like a gamb ling han ' ,  four- fingered herb . All right , yo ' go in de 

FOUR-FINGERS ROOT - LOOKS LIKE THUMBLES S  4 FINGERS 
BREAK OFF FINGER NEXT TO INDEX - CHEW BEFORE BOS S  

woods some place an ' yo '  
kin find dat herb . Yo ' kin 
find dat herb in Alabama . 
Probably kin find i t  in de 

ves t part of Florida , but ah nevah found it . Yo ' break o f f  de second from d e  
las t lit tle f inger - break dat one off , probably s t ick i t  i n  yore mouth j es '  lak 
yo ' would a match stem .  Den yo ' walk in an ' ask de boss fo ' a j ob an ' he c an ' t  
turn yo ' down . 

(What do they call this roo t ? ) 
Dat roo t is called de fo ' finger , de fo ' fingezo lucky zooot. 
(Wait , you b reak off the f inger next to what would be  the index finger - break 

off this one here? )  [ I  demons trate . ] 
Dat ' s  right . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1049 ) , 1704 : 4 . ] 
11695 . I f  it  was me - ' course  ah b een in this same shape [had a man leave 

.e ] . She kin do that in through another woman . 
(How would she do it ? )  
She [herself ] kin , i f  she ' s a four-headed woman ; she kin do things as all 

that . He would come back - [ or ]  she would come back to you [ a  man ] . She kin 

FOllR-HEADED PERSON HAS TWI CE THE POWER OF A TWO-HEAD 
dress him , but ah couldn ' t 
do it mys elf . [Here is a 
woman who s till thinks 

that bringing a husband or wife back is work for a profes s ional worker . Tran
scriber could no t unders tand a woman having four headS ; the reason for her 
cranscrip tion four-handed in original trans cription . Four-handed is a leg iti
.. ce word , indus trious , but no t her e .  I believe this to be the only use o f  
7��heade d in HOODOO. A two-headed, two-head or two-headezo are common . ] 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 75 2 ) , 1030 : 1 . ] 

11696 . I t ' s a simple thing , s c rub yore house out every firs t Friday . Yo ' 
scrub yore hous e out an ' yo ' git dat drawin ' powders . Ah j is '  fo ' git de name 

PIIDAY - FIRST ONE IN MONTH - S CRUB FOR BUSINE S S  
o f  i t .  But anyhow, if  yo ' 
got a p lace of  business an ' 
dey have sawdus t - not only 

--.dust , yo ' could even sprinkle i t . [ There are many s crubbing rites , mostly 
fraa Hew Orleans and Algiers , s cat tered throughout HOODOO . ] [Algiers , La . , 
(1586) , 296 7 : 3 . ] 
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116 9 7 .  MATERIAL FOR LETTER " G" BEGINS HERE WITH GALL OF THE EARTH : 
Drink tea from gall of the earth if you are hurt , a remedy from roo t doctor 

Johnson , the b lack-Indian of  Richmond , Va . ,  ( 385 ) , 33 3 : 3 . ] 
116 9 8 .  Tea from gal l o f  the ear th and Adam-and-Eve removes worms from person 

poisoned [by worms through hoodoo ] .  [ Richmond , 3 2 2 : 10 . ] 
11699 . Use a p iece o f  gar lic . 
( Do you carry that ? )  
Yes , s ir . Wear that in your pocke t . Tha t ' s an awful lucky piece for gamb l

ing . Now , honest  to goodness . [ I t  is lucky becaus e i t  keep s away witchcraft 
and there fore hoodoo ] .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 6 ) , 1109 : 6 . ] 

11700 . An '  in gwine in gamb lin ' rooms , yo ' kin j is '  take a p iece o f  garlic 
or a live frog in your pocke t  an ' yo ' l l have luck throughout de game . [Memphis 
( 9 3 7 )  15 1 7 : 4 . ] 

11701 . Take garlic an ' tote it in yore pocke tb ook an ' it bring good luck to 
yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1081) , 175 1 : 4 . ] 

11702 . Dat be good luck to yo ' . Jes ' take garlic an ' put it in yore pocket-
book . I t  b e  good luck to yo ' , if it ' s  no t cut anyway [ s teel mus t  no t touch it ] . 

( I t  mus t  b e  a whole garlic . )  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1080) , 1749 : 6 . ] 
1170 3 . Take a pod of garlic , put tha t in your pocke t for luck . 
( Jus t for plain luck? ) 
Plain luck . [ Jacksonvil le , Fla . , ( 5 5 2 ) , 69 0 : 5 . ] 
11704 . Garlic in yore po cke t • • • •  
(Keep a p iece o f  garlic in your pocke t for gambling ? )  
Yessuh • • •  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 3 ) , 15 39 : 9 . ] 
11705 . Jis ' s t eal yo ' a piece from de s to ' anywhere an ' � i t in your 

pocke tbook , j is '  a ordinary p ie ce o f  garlic . Dat ' s  lucky . [Memphis ( 9 30) , 
1512 : 5 . ] 

11706 . Lak ah ' m  a cook , ah ' m  always in de kitchen . Wel l , ah take b rown sugah 
an '  garlic , mash it  up together . Wel l , when ah ' d go in de kitchen ah ' d  put i t  
along de stove-lak , yo ' know , an ' let it b urn . Dat makes yo ' friendly-lak 
always . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 8 ) , 15 4 2 : 1 . ] 

1170 7 .  You pound tha t garlic up un til it gits fine , fine , f ine . Then you 
gets you a b o t t le o f  whiskey and put it [ in ]  there ane let tha t garlic sit there 
3 days in that whiskey [ the whiskey is for the spirit or spiri ts to do you work ] 
an '  j is '  care [ carry ] i t  and sprinkle it around anybody ' s  door that you wan t to 
move . [New Orleans ( 85 5 )  135 1 : 3 . ] 
---1-1708 . Yo ' kin take garlic  an ' if yo ' wan ta have good luck , take garlic an ' 
put it in a bo ttle an ' put some Hearts Co logne [ in it ] . Dat kills de odor o f  i t . 

GARLIC - HEARTS COLOGNE - BOTTLED 
RUB ON HANDS AND FACE FOR JOB 

Take fo ' ins tance , yo ' go out an ' yo ' wanta 
git a j ob or any thing or any kind of succes s . 
Jes ' take some o f  dat garlic like dat an ' rub 
it on yore hands an ' on yore face , den yo ' go 

out . An '  yo ' be - oh , yo ' be too lucky . [Waycross ( 10 9 3) 1 7 6 2 : 1 2 . ] 
11 709 . Well , it ' s a powder yo ' go tuh de drug s to ' an ' git which in - it ' s  

a p lain powder called calomus [ calamus = swee t flag ] powders - j es t  a common 

GARLIC - CALAMUS - HEAHr PERFUME - A JOB HAND 
powder . Yo ' go tuh de drug sto ' 
an ' yo ' kin git de powders in de 
drug s to ' , an ' yo ' kin git de 

Heart Perfume , an ' yo ' mix it up tuhgether . An' take yo ' a little p iece of gar
lic an ' chip it up an ' put it in dere . An '  put it in a lit tle sack an ' wear it . 
An '  yo ' walk in dere , he [boss ] mo '  ' en [=  then = than ] ap t tuh put chew tuh 
work . 

( This is calamus ? )  
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Yes , j es '  p lain calomus . 
( I t ' s not calomel? Calamus that they put around a baby ' s  neck - to wear? 

What do you use calamus for o therwis e ?  What do you use it for? ) 
Well ,  yo ' kin j es '  take it  fo ' a bad cold or tuh clean out chure system or 

anything .  Ah have used it  mahself wi t Heart Perfume an ' • • • •  [ Brunswick, Ga . , 
(1182) , 199 3 : 3 . 1 

11710 . Now to get a j ob .  Well , if  you going out to hunt you a j ob ,  you 
always get up in the morning , don ' t be angry , get up with a good pleasant mind . 
And you always keep you some sugar or the middle part o f  garlic . To te that in 

GARLIC - MIDDLE PART OF IT - CARRY IN POCKET FOR JOB 
your pocket . Take and 
pull all the garlic out 
and j us t  the lit tle mid

dle - that part  that ' s  in the middle 
(What will that do ? )  

- to te that in your pocket . 

That will give you luck . See . 
( I see . )  
Fas t Z.uak . [New Orleans , La . , ( 845) , 129 1 : 6 . 1 
11711.  Jes ' lak if a person didn ' t lak yo ' , yo ' take a garlic an ' yo ' mos tly 

chews it , an ' when yo ' git around des e people - yo ' j es t  go around dem .  Jes ' if 

IF SOMEONE DISLIKES YOU - SPIT GARLIC JUI CE 

NEAR HIM AND YOU TWO WILL SOON BE FRIENDS 

dey didn ' t lak yo ' an ' yo ' wanta 
make friends wi t ' em,  yo ' j es '  spit 
around dem. Jes ' continue to  use 
dat garlic de who le time yo ' around 

dem. Directly yo ' all will be good friends an ' otherwis e he wouldn ' t even b e  
speakin ' to yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1009 ) , 1634 : 6 . 1 

11712 . Well ,  garlic ' s  for luck for skinning . 
(For wha t ? ) 
Any kind of  card games . You take garlic and antiphiges tin .  They have a ' 

'nointment , a salve-like they calls aniphigest ine . People use it for sores . 
Vell ,  you take garlic - take those lit tle but tons o f  garlic - take one of ' em 

and cut it up into nine 

GARLIC IS FOR SKINNING - CUT BUTTON OF GARLI C  INTO 
9 PIECES - MIX WITH SALVE ANTIPHLOGISTIN - WRAP IN 
W.ITE CLOTH - THEN RED FLANNEL - BEAT STOVE COAL TO 
POWDER - ADD VINEGAR - STEEL DUST - BOIL - SOAK 
GARLIC -ANTIPHLOGISTIN MIXTURE IN - THIS  MAKE S  A TOBY 
�BY WAS LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NAME FOR A HAND 
A FETISH WARNING HOW TO PLAY BY JUMPING IN POCKET 

pieces .  
(Nine pieces . )  
Nine pieces o f  
this - a whole 
anamj est ine • • •  

it . Take 
tube of  

(Ana - anamaj estine? ) 
Anamaj estine . Yes , s ir .  
(All right . )  
Then you take it and wrap 
it up in a nice clean 

vhite cloth - j us t  so the cloth is nice and clean . Then you take and take a 
piece of  white - red flannel and wrap i t  up in that . And take this stove coal -
hard, hard , you know, and beat it  up j us t  like a powder . 

(Black coal? )  
Black coal , yes , sir . And take some vinegar and put this coal in some vinegar , 

half a glass of  vinegar . And put about a teaspoonful of  that coal dust in that 
aDd stee l. dust - a small amount o f  stee l. dus t .  And put it on and boil it down -
real low. And then you take and soak that garlic and anamaj est ine in it . That 
-.kes a toby . 

(What ' s  a toby ? )  
For cards - that tells you when your cards is on the table ,  when to turn ' em  

ap .  Tell you when to s et . 
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(How will it tell you that ? )  
Well , when i t ' s  • • • •  it ' ll j ump in your pocke t . 
(Do what? )  
I t ' l l j ump . 
( I t ' ll j ump to tell you to do that . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 842) , 12 78 : 1 . ] 
1171 3 .  Well , it ' s  a roo t whut chew call de Georgia [ George ? ]  crooked root . 

I t  grows an ' i t  has a red flowers . Now , yo ' kin take dat root an ' yo ' kin 

GEORGE [or  GEORGIA? ] CROOKED ROOT - HAS RED FLOWER 
AFTER ROOT DRIES CUT 2 INITIALS IN IT FOR PEACE IN 
HOUSEHOLD - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - PEACE WILL COME 

bring love in yore home . 
Yo '  take dat roo t an ' yo ' 
dig de roo t  up . Put it  up 
an ' let it dry . An ' aft ah 
dis root is dried , yo ' cut 

two ' nitials in dis roo t . De roo t grows about dat big .  Lak if yo ' cut L . A. or 
whoevah name it  is . An ' yo ' wanta be successful in yore home an ' yo ' want peace 
dere , yo ' cut s two ' nitials in da t ro o t .  Yo ' bury dat root up undah de do ' s teps 
an ' dat wi ll bring plenty peace in de home . 

(Wha t do you call the name of that roo t ? ) 
George Crooked root .  
(Where does that grow? Around here ? )  
Ah nevah see any in dis s tate b ut dere ' s  p lenty o f  i t  in Georgia . [ I s  this 

the Georgia bark tree , Pinakneya pubens ? ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1364) , 240 7 : 1 . ] 
11 7 14 . If  a s t ick cracks o r  a limb falls down , while you are walking along , 

it ' s  some o f  your older paren ts dead and they are discussing who is p ass ing by . 
These two hants [ ghos ts ] talking throw down limb and the pas serby will look 
around to s ee who it  is . [ Richmond ( 343) 286 : 3 . ] 

11 715 . Ghos t s kep t away in following rites : Horseshoe over the � · 11 716 . 
Take a penny wi th a Lincoln head an ' drive up over the s i ll o f  the door . 11717 . 
Heat a case knife in the s tove and mark cros smarks on windows and doors . 11718 . 
Files :  one for each 4 corners of the hous e outs ide and each corner of the door
s t eps . Drive them into the ground outside the house , us ing one on each s ide of 
your fron t doors tep and one in front o f  the s tep - 7 files in all . [All from 
Wilmington , N .  Car . , (223) , 139 : 4+85 . ]  

11719 . I know a roo t I will get and 
That ' s  the root you call , it ' s a lit tle 

it  makes you lucky , success ful in life . 
small root that grows , it  • • •  you know , 

GINSENG - NOT ONE OF THE IMPORTANT ROOTS IN HOODOO 
HANDLE WITH CARE - WRAP IN COTTON - PUT IN CLOTH BAG 
SUCCESS IN LIFE • • •  I KNOW ALL ABOUT ALL THIS BUSINESS 

gings ing [ gins eng ] . You 
t ake that root , you have 
to be mighty careful with 
it , you wrap it in co t ton 
and sew it in a ni ce lit

tle cloth , make a nice little pocke t [bag ] , you can even carry it in your p urs e . 
You have success in life and in traveling , absolutely . I ' ve b een all over . I 
was born in Tennes s ee .  I know all about all this b us ines s . [ I  have very few 
examples about this well-known roo t . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  (807) , 1133 : 1 . ] 

11720 . She [hoodoo woman ] tell me , if  you wan ' a make a man an ' a girl break 
up , j is '  beat up some glass right fine an ' put it in a bo t tle with a lit t le whis

GLASS - BROKEN - IN WHISKEY - STRAINED OUT 
IF  GIVEN TO UNLIKED PERSON IN A DRINK 
PART OF GLASS SPIRIT REMAINS TO CAUSE TROUBLE 

key on it . Drain it [ the glass ] 
o f f  of  dat whiskey - s train it 
[ the glas s ] o f f  [ of the whiskey ] ,  
you know . An ' when yo ' s  having 
a party or somepi� j es ' slip 

dat [ strained whiskey ] into de drink dat you gon ' a give dis person . [ The person 
who drinks this strained whiskey will have in him or her a part o f  the spirit o f  
the broken glass , because spirits share a weaknes s for whiskey and PART O F  THE 
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SPIRIT EQUALS WHOLE OF SPIRIT , No . 2 4 ,  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 2 6 1 : 5+85 . ]  

11 7 2 1 .  (What is goofer dust? ) 
Well , it ' s  no t a particular thing . 

reefer . I t ' s  no t a twig , it ' s  mo ' of  
ground in to a powder , an ' they use it  

p . 2 1 ,  v . l .  Even s o  the rite i s  dangerous . ]  

I t ' s  sompin j es '  lak whut chew say , a 
a flour [ = p owder-like ] but it ' s  ground , 
fo ' sprinklin ' fo ' luck an ' they throws 

GOOFER DUST - IT 'S NOT A PARTICULAR THING • • •  IT 'S • • •  
A POWDER • • •  FO ' SPRINKLIN ' FO ' LUCK • • •  FO ' BAD LUCK 

it on p eoples ' po ' ch fo ' 
b ad luck. 
(What is a reefer ? )  
A reefer i s  somepin lak 

a cigarette ; dey smoke reefers - uh-huh , j es '  lak hop s . 
( Drugs ? )  
Uh-huh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 18) , 269 6 : 10 . ] 
11722 . Yo ' go in de woods an ' we got whut de call de devil ' s  snuf f - yo ' 

see dat haven ' t  yo ' • • • •  Yo ' take dat an ' powder it up an ' yo ' us e dat with chure 
lodes tone • • •  [Having turned o f f  the machine t oo quickly I repeat his answer to t  

(]()OFER DUST I S  DEVI L '  S SNUFF AND LODESTONE MIXED 

GOOFER DUST : GRAVEYARD DIRT 
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 

the microphone . ]  
( They call that goofer dust 
down in Louis iana . )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 29 ) , 
2 7 33 : 7 . ] 
1172 3 . Fix it  up an ' go in de 
cemet ery an ' git some dirt an '  
fixes i t  up • • • •  

(That is all you put in i t ? )  
N o  sir , yo ' put sulphur an ' 

put dis tab le salt an ' red p eppah, grind it fine , an ' yo ' take it  an ' sprinkle 
it anybody ' s  track - sprinkle it ovah dere - say dey ' ll leave an ' dey won ' t  come 
back no mo ' .  

(You call that mixture goofer dus t ? )  
Yes . [This informant gave an unusual account o f  how t o  sell s elf to the 

devil , No . 3 75 , v . l . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1217) , 20 7 1 : 4 . ] 
11724 .  Goo[er dust is sage , pepper and snakeroo t ;  3 ingredients . [ Richmond 

300 : 10 . ] 
11725 . They claim they get 

� Conqueror , nimphel [ ? ]  weed 
a whole lot of s tuff and put in there , High John 
[ etc . ] .  Put all o f  them weeds together and b eat 

EIGH JOHN THE CONQUERER , NIMPHEL [ ?  ] WEED ETC . 
I S  GOOFER DUST 

They claim they can sprinkle that dus t in there 
out . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone 39 . ]  

11 726 . (Do you know what goo[er dus t is ? )  

them up goo d ,  and call that 
goo[er dus t .  You are walking 
along in the mud and you put 
your whole footprint down there . 
and make you but t your brains 

Ah don ' b ' lieve it ' s  a thing but graveyard dirt . [ Fayetteville 2515 : 20 . ] 
1172 7 .  Dat goo[er dust is made from incense . Yo ' take dis lucky incense 

an' yo ' kin burn it an ' poun ' it  up in a can yo ' know . Git it out somewhere 

INCENSE CAN BE USED AS A GOOFER DUST 

Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1007) , 1628 : 6 . ] 

roun '  yore neighbo r ' s an ' sprinkle it , 
yo ' know , roun ' . Dat makes all of ' em  
come influenced to yo ' ,  yo ' know. [ S t .  

11728 . Well , them ' s if  you would have - the police were trying to raid your 
place , or something like that , and you were se lling whiskey . Well , in an in
stance j us t  like that , well , they ' d  come and raid your place at one particular 
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time . Well , in their ab sence - [ I  mean ] j us t  as they would leave , well , you 
could take the goofer dust and j us t  sprinkle it on the floor and sweep your 
hous e as they wen t out , and they wouldn ' t bother you no more . 

( I  see . )  [ Goofer dus t here 
GOOFER DUST IS LARGELY SALT AND PEPPER is principally the salt and 

p epper previous ly mentioned . ] 
[Vicksburg 1042 : 8 . ] 

WHAT IS IN GOOFER DUST - INFORMANT DOES NOT KNOW 11729 . Well , if dey git holt 
of  yore han ' writin ' , ah tell 

yo ' whut dey kin do wit chure han ' writin ' . Dey kin blind yo ' . 
(How could they do that ? )  
Well , hit ' s  nuthin but dey s end yo ' same let tah b ack t o  yo ' wit dus t  in it . 
(What kind o f  dus t do they put in it ? )  
Goofer dust.  
(How is that goofer dust made? )  
I t ' s  made outa - it dark brown , looks j es '  lak dat dere [ informant points at 

s omething ] .  
(What are the ingredients of  goofer dus t ? )  
Ah don ' t know dat .  [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 3 7 ) , 2 101 : 10 . ] 
11 730 . Dey claim dey kin do anything , yo ' see : goofer , conj urin ' • • •  [ I  turn 

off  machine too quickly , restart it to pick up what was mis sed . ] 
(What is goofer dus t ,  you say? ) 

GOOFER IS NOT A DUST BUT SYNONYM FOR CONJURE S ech as people claim dey kin 
give yo ' a lucky han ' , conj ura-

tion • • • •  [ Again I s top re cording too qui ckly . ] 
(What do they call that ? )  
Goo fer.  
( They call them goofer peop le ? )  
Yessuh .  
(Around here? ) 
In o ther words , some calls ' em goofer , some calls it  conj urat ion - lak dat . 

Several different names [ c f . "Some call it hoodoo , some call it goofer , "  No . 6 75 , 
p . 226 , 1 . 24 ;  but see margin title GOOFER DUST , pp . 222- 2 2 7 , v . l ] . [ Fayet tevi lle , 

GRAPEVINE PROTECTS AGAINST EVIL - USE ASHES AT DOOR 
ADD ITS JUICE TO BATH WATER - BRINGS IN CUSTOMERS 

N .  Car . , ( 1394) , 2506 : 11 . ] 
11 731 . Lak dis house - yo ' 
go t a house . An ' dat 
grapevine ,  yo ' takes o f f  

s o  much o f it [ indica te length ] an ' burn it . 
do ' ,  in front of  de do ' ,  an ' sweep [ ashes out 
dat . An' yo ' kin take a bath with grapevine . 

An ' dem ashes yo ' put around dat 
door ] an ' us e dat grapevine fo ' 

(Wha t does that do ? )  
Dat ' s  fo ' luck . Keep people ' way ; b ring folks in an ' he ' p  yo ' undertake 

[overcome ] , yo ' know , de devil . 
(Overtake the devil . )  
Keep de devil away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558) , 2832 : 15 . ] 
11732 . They kin hant [=  hoodoo here ] choo to death by throwin ' a ole gras s 

around yuh do ' ;  yo ' know , dried-up grass . An ' you git you some kerosene oil 

GRASS - DRIED UP - LEFT AT YOUR DOOR HOODOOS YOU 
KILLS THIS CONJURE WITH ASHE S OR KEROSENE = FIRE 

[ kerosene ] an ' some ashes 
[ from firep lace or stove ] 
an ' all like that , an ' throw 
it right around your do ' an ' 

dat ' ll  make you move out . [ Informant here has comb ined two s eparate rites : 
first  one , anything dead lef t  or thrown at your door will hant ( haunt) or hoodoo 
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you ; s econd one , fireplace ashes ( original ly) or kero s ene (another s ub stance 
connected with fire) will conquer the dead grass . ]  [ Richmond , ( 408) , 36 3 : 4 . ] 

117 3 3 . He ' d git dis green grass an ' take that grass an1 put it in the stove 
an ' let it git real dry . An ' after it git real dry , he ' ll take it an ' ball it 

GRASS - GREEN - DRY IN STOVE - BALL UP A HANDFUL 
PUT AT DOOR NIGHTLY AT MIDNIGHT TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

like that [ demonstrated by 
balling an imaginary handful 
of grass in his hands ] .  An '  
yo ' kin take that , an ' at 

twelve o ' clock at night time , j is '  put it  in front of your door . An '  do that 
evrey [ every ] night at twelve o ' clock , and the Law [ police ] won ' t bother you. 
[Ri chmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 7 : 1 . ] 

11734 . I f  two fellahs goin ' with the s ame gir l ,  you know , and one kinda had 
the o thern ' s  [ o ther one ' s ]  time beat , [ and ] he wanted to git rid of him;  why 

GRASSHOPPER HAS 6 LEGS - 4 SHORT AND 2 LONG - IF 
OTHER MAN IS  WINNING GIRL - PULL OFF 4 SHORT LEGS 
DRY - STICK IN RIVAL ' S POCKET - GIRL BECOMES YOURS 

he ' d  go to work , you under
stand , and ketch hissel f  a 
if it  was t ime ( s eason o f  
the year) h e  could do it . 
He ket ch an ole gras shopper , 

these ole gras shoppers . Ketch him , you understand , pull off  4 lit tle ones . They 
have s ix legs , you know ; 4 litt le short legs and 2 long legs . Pull  off  dem 4 
legs , the 4 short legs . And be  talkin ' with this fellah sometime , you understand. 
He ' ll be talkin ' , you know , great pardners [ p artners ] together , you unders tand , 
[you ] stick des e lit tle dry legs in this fel lah ' s  p ocket , either one o f  his 
pockets , and go on [walk away ] you understand . An' after the [your rival ' s ]  
first  or second visit , this girl ' ll pay no more attention to him atall [ at all ] . 
[ Snow Hil l ,  Md . ,  ( 9 3) , 16 : 1 . ] 

1 1 7 35 . [ Graveyard dirt will be found everywhere in thes e volumes , its largest 
concentration appearing on pages 329 3-3385 , volume 4 .  Here I begin wi th a few 

GRAVEYARD DIRT STOPS  EVICTION PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
YOU - IF YOU VI SIT OFFICE OR LANDLORD ' S  LAWYER AND 
SPRINKLE THIS DIRT IN 4 CORNERS OF OFFICE - IN DOOR 
AND DOWN STEPS - LAWYER YOU EVICT CANNOT EVICT YOU 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE CHASED LAWYER FROM HIS OWN OFFI CE 

leftover longer ri tes and 
end with the more numerous 
short or condensed ones , 
these lat ter to show how 
widesp read they were . ] 
Ah ' ve had [ have used]  de 
graveyard dus t mahs elf . 

If I was in a lawsuit with yo ' an ' ah wanta win de lawsui t ,  well ah come in dere 
[your office]  with some graveyard dus t in mah pocket . An' ah sprinkle in de -
in de fo ' corners o f  de place , an ' a lit tle in de do ' ,  an ' down de s tep s as yo ' 
[I ] go out - when ah s tart out - unbeknows t tuh dem [you ] . I t  must  be done un
beknowst tuh dem. Dat ' s  de way dey supposed tuh be  tuh handle dat graveyard 
dust . 

(Where do you sprinkle this graveyard dust ? )  
In de office - like dey wanted tuh move yo ' out of  heah o r  put chew tuh trav

elin' , yo ' s ee . Ah ' d  come in heah unb eknowst tuh yo ' an ' throw s ome in dat cor
nab ,  sprinkle it around ovah in de o thah co rnah , an ' ovah tuh de othah cornah 
[ informant forgets to mention the fourth corner ] ,  git it aroun ' lak yo ' want it . 

An '  if  necessary dey gits some on yuh . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1029) , 1672 : 2 . ] 
117 36 . To make ' em move outa a hous e ,  we ' d  [we roo t  do ctors would ] use 

somepin - say we ' d  use s omep in in de do ' ,  don ' t chew see . We used somepin in de 
do ' each mawnin 1 , yo 1 know, 

lOOT DOCTOR USES GRAVEYARD DIRT AT DOOR TO MOVE somep in tuh frighten 1 em. 
Wel l ,  say , we ' d  use somepin 

like de graveyard dirt . We us e somepin like de graveyard dirt . [Waycross , Ga . , 
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(1116) , 1 79 2 : 1 . ] 
117 3 7 . Go to de cemetery at 

kin change de will of a person ,  
a cer tain hour o f  d e  night and take dirt . You 
put ' em under your control , dey claim ,  if  you 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN PERSON ' S PATH CONTROLS HIS MIND 
kin get dat dirt , you know . 
Get it sifted , thrown any
where where dey dwell or  

where vis it ; suppos ed to control their mind . You kin do  dat  by  us ing dat dirt . 
I ' ve seen s everal ins tances where dat was tried and it really - well ,  it worked 
all right becaus e dey had dat belief quality . 

(They j us t  throw it around where they were ? )  
Jus t sprinkle i t  around where dey have to p ass  in and out . [Norfolk , Va . , 

( 4 70 ) ,  4 7 7 : 5 . ] 
11738 . Yo ' kin go to the graveyard about 12 

now , yo ' git this dirt o f f  a s innerman ' s  grave , 
a ' clock at nigh t . Unders tand 
12 a ' clock at night . An ' yo ' 

AT MIDNIGHT TAKE DIRT FROM S INNERMAN ' S  GRAVE - MIX 
WITH SALT - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER FROM N0 . 6  SHELL 
CARRY NONE OF THESE NEAR YOUR HOME - [ RARE  WARNING 
BUT REMEMBER - HOODOO WOMAN TALKING HERE I S  IMMUNE ! 
FOR PROFES SIONAL IMMUNITY READ LAST LINE p . 9 3 3f . ] 
THROW MIXTURE ON VICTIM ' S  DOOR TO KILL WHILE HUNTING 

take this dirt an ' yo ' 
mix some salt with it an ' 
[ red ] p epper . Yo ' under
stand me now? An ' yo ' go 
an '  git a No . 6 gunshell ; 
yo ' know one of  them No . 6  
gunpowder ,  those shotgun ,  
them shel ls , yo ' know 

No . 6 . An ' yo ' open it an ' yo ' scrape all that gunpowder out . An ' yo ' put that 
gunpowder ,  that cayenne pepper and that salt wit that graveyard dirt , but don ' t 
take it nowhere near your home . Yo ' understand , don ' t let  it go near your home . 
An '  yo ' take that an ' throw it up on their door an ' all the hunting [ ? ] they do , 
they shore git killed . [Memphis , Tenn . , (960) , 1596 : 3 . ] 

11739 . Yo ' go down , dig in de cen ter o f  dat grave an' keep adiggin ' till yo ' 
git way down fur as yore hand kin reach . An ' yo ' pull dat dirt up , see ; an ' yo ' 

git dat , see , an ' go . 
(Then what do you do with 
that dirt , now? )  

CENTER OF GRAVE - DIG HOLE IN AND TAKE OUT DIRT 
PUT ON BOTH S IDES OF VICTIM' S STEP S TO MOVE HIM 
THESE CENTERS-OF-PARALLELOGRAMS RITES S UCH AS 
GRAVE - BED - ROOM - HOUSE - CROSSROADS - I CALL IN 
HOODOO "QUINCUNX" RITES - HERE TO MOVE FROM HOUSE 

in dere an '  yo ' j es '  goes - yo ' reach down [ in there ] 
put it [ this dirt ] on each s ide [ o f  the s teps ] .  

Yo ' takes it  an ' den go 
' long dere an ' put it on 
de s teps . 
(How would you put it on 
the s teps ? )  
Git chew a lump piece , 
j es '  two pi eces lak dat . 
(What kind o f  pieces ? )  
When yo ' g i t  up dere [ on 
the grave ] yo ' reach down 
as fur as yo ' kin reach an ' 

(On either s ide [on b o th s ides ] o f  the s tep . What did you say it would do 
then? ) 

I t  would make ' em leave home . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1056) , 1 716 : 2 . ] 
1 1 740 . Say like i f  any of  yo ' s  people is in j ail an ' yo ' don ' t have money to 

git ' em out , yo ' go to a graveyard an ' yo ' takes two pennies . And dey say yo ' 
digs a hole,  yo ' know , ' way down in de middle of de grave , an ' y o '  pays de dead 
spirits f er dat dirt . And yo ' tell dat dirt , tell dat spirit dat , "Ah wants chew 
to go direct to de j ailhouse and ah wanta git so-and-so out . "  And dey say yo ' 
j es t  leave dem two pennies there and you ' ll go on to de co ' thouse when dey be ' s 
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DIG HOLE IN CENTER OF GRAVE - QUINCUNX RITE - LEAVE 
2 PENNIES - PAYMENT FOR DIRT - ASK GRAVE SPIRIT TO 
RELEASE PERSON IN JAIL WITHOUT PAYMENT - GO TO JAIL 

having co ' t ,  and you come 
[ out ] without [ paying ] 

money . 
(What will you do with that 
dirt ? )  
Yo ' j es t  p i cks up dat dirt 
and carries it to de j ail

house wit yo ' ,  an ' yo ' j es t  holds it t ight on yo ' ,  and when de ' havin ' yo ' trial , 
dey more den ap t to turn yo ' loose and yo ' won ' t have to  pay nuthin - j es t  dem 
two p ennies what chew le f t  at de graveyard . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 620) , 79 3 : 3 . ]  

1174 1 .  Well , j es '  lak now p robab ly dat ah wuz sellin ' likker . Well , ever ' 
t ime ah turn r oun '  an ' s omebo dy knock at de do ' ,  ah think it ' s  a cus tomer come 

DIG HOLE AT RIGHT S IDE OF GRAVE - DROP IN 3 PENNIES 
PAYING SPIRIT FOR DIRT - TAKE DIRT - COVER HOLE 
DON ' T  LOOK BACK UNTIL YOU REACH HOME - ADD SULPHUR 
.A..'"i'D BLACK PEPPER - 3 INGREDIENTS - PUT MIXTURE UNDER 
FRONT AND BACK STEPS - SAYING 3 TIMES : IN DE NAME 
:JF DE FATHAH, NAME OF DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST, STAY 
AN"AY • • •  COME NO MO ' - PROTECTS BOOTLEGGER FROM LAW 

in dere . Ah open de do ' ,  
"Ooh ! I t ' s  de law . "  
Well ,  ah goes tuh mah 
neighbor , yo ' know , s ell 
a lo t ta p eople roun 1 ,  "Ah 
ain ' t go t no luck . Ever ' 
t ime ah open mah do ' s ,  i t's 
de law comin ' in . Ah don ' 
unners tan ' . S eem lak de  

law go t ta pick at me . Ah want da t law qui t comin ' tuh mah hous e . "  
"Well , "  ah declare . 

things .lak da t .  " 
"May [b e ]  it ' s  hard luck put on yo ' , " [he ] says , " dey ' s 

Well , j es '  lak dat , talk along an ' talk along . Ah wuz s ellin '  right along , 
gittin '  on all right , thinkin ' ever ' thing wuz okay . Oh , makin ' mo ' money , yo ' 
know , an ' j es ' gittin '  ' long . Fus ' thing ah knows , "Knock , kno ck . "  

"Who ' s  thah ? "  Twarn ' t  nuthin but de [wind ? ] but s till it wuz a lil ' s trange . 
Goes opens de do ' .  Who but i t  is de law ag ' in . 

Well ,  ah sigh to  mahs elf , "Well ,  ah taken des e chances but ah don ' t wanta take 
no mo ' chances . "  Ah goes tuh talkin ' fo ' fail' den . S o  ah go t one mah bes t fren' . 
Ah call her mah b es t  f ren ' . S o  mah b es t  fren ' says , "Well , ah tell yo ' whut chew 
do , "  say ,  "yo ' go gi t luck , ' caus e dere ' s  bad wishes put on yo ' .  Yo ' got ta have 
luck . Dere ' s  a b ar ovah dere" [ someone o�er there could recommend a hoodoo ] .  

Okay . An ' s o  ah goes an ' git luck. So fo ' de luck he tole me , says , "Go tuh 
de cemetery an ' git chew a lil ' graveyard dirt , an ' yo ' git it on de o f f  s ide 
c;� side of de l'igh t .  Yo ' dig down an ' yo ' p ay .  Yo ' p ay him an ' yo ' git dis 
dirt . Dig a ho le j es '  lak dat an ' let chure han ' go down in it , j es '  lak dat 
[demons trates ] an ' dig yo ' up j es ' a lil ' dirt j es '  lak dat . Den yo ' put three 
pennies down in dere where yo ' got dis dirt at . An ' yo ' take it home an ' don ' t 
look b ack .  When yo ' git dis dirt j es '  take it  an ' come righ t  on home an ' don ' 
look back .  When yo ' git home , yo ' put a spoonful o f  sulphur in da t graveyard 
dirt an ' yo ' sprinkle j es '  a l i l '  bit  of black p eppah in dere . An ' den yo ' j es ' 
put da t - yo ' put some righ t under de fron t  s teps , an ' den yo ' go round an ' put 
some undah yore b ack s t eps . An ' den yo ' go t ta speak three t imes tuh hit , "Name 
of de Fa ther , name o f  de Son an ' de Holy Ghos t ,  s t ay an ' nevah come no mo ' . "  

Dat ' l l do it . 
(That keeps the law away . )  
Keep de law away . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 2520 : 3 . ] 
11 74 2 . Dey kin take an ' dress ' em [ shoes ] up with graveyard dirt an '  cayenne 

pepper . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Why , they kin put it ins ide o f  a shoe ; o r  they kin take that lit tle leather 
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[ insole ] out at de bottom [ o f  the shoe ] and they kin dress up . Take that out 

SHOES DRESSED WITH GRAv�YARD DIRT AND RED PEPPER 
OR INSOLE ALONG BURIED - MAKES VICTIM ' S FEET HURT 

an '  bury it . [ That make s ] 
feet ache and hur t all de 
time . 

different 
your shoe 
t imes ? )  

(Well , now, are those two 
things you have told me or are they all the same thing ; that s tuff in 
and b ury it ? Do that at the same time or do they do them at diff erent 

Well , see,  these are all right s eparate , but they be all right together . S o  
one at d e  time p robably dis month and next month , probably two , three months 
afterwards - something like that - but it be all right  togethe r . [ This is a 
skillful piece of  tact ! ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , (666) , 876 : 4 . ] 

11 743 . Graveyard dirt is fo ' movin ' ,  too . Yo ' takes de graveyard dirt an ' 
mix it togethah wit dif feren t  kinds of  p eppahs . An ' yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' throws 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER 
UNDER DOORSTEP TO MOVE PEOPLE FROM HOUSE 

it undahneath de s teps , but when dey 
goin ' tub do sompin lak dat , why yo ' 
would have tuh go nights when people 
s leep an ' nobody ' s around , an ' throw 

dat undahneat '  de s teps . See , an ' da t ' ll make people move too . 
(What do you mean by all kinds o f  pepper ? What do you mean by that? ) 
Dat ' s  b lack peppah an ' dat ' s  red peppah . Yo ' s ee ,  dey go t a lit tle peppah dat 

comes in a pod , lit tle short pod [ finger pepper ] an ' all dat ' s  hot-ho t - cai
yanne peppah an ' de black peppah .  [New Orleans , La. , ( 15 6 8) , 2 8 78 : 7 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - BLACK AND RED PEPPER - FOOT TRACK 
OF VICTIM - MIX - SPRINKLE AT VI CTIM' S HOUSE TO MOVE 

11744 . If  it ' s  someone 
b ehind yuh , the one - you 
know , someone behind yuh 
what rid them [-selves ] of 

other people , they will pick it [your 
dust . [Long paus e . ] 

foot track] up and mix i t  with graveyard 

(All righ t ,  go ahead . What els e ? )  
An d  they , they ' ll take that and mix i t  with graveyard dust , and they will take 

and fix it together and sprinkle it around your door , yuh see . And they will take 
and make - mix it  with pepper , b lack pepper and cayenne pepper , you s ee .  They mix 
all that up together and they sprinkle it around your hous e ,  and that will make 
for confusion with you and your neighbors , and that will cause you to have to 
move . [New Orleans , La . , {8 45 ) , 1 2 89 : 3 . ] 

11 745 .  Take yore hair - o f f  a person ' s haid - an ' git a lit tle dus t , grave
yard dus t . Dat will run ' em crazy , dat will run ' em away . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - YOUR HAIR 
TIE TO BUZZARD - RUNS YOU AWAY OR CRAZY 

an ' pepper an ' put it to a buzzard . 
(Wha t do you mean put it  to a buzzaPd? ) 
Tie it  to him or sompin like that . 
(What wi ll that do to me then? ) 
Run yo '  crazy or run yo ' away . 

(Wel l ,  now what about the buz zard? ) 
Dus t of de buz zard [see ZateP] . 
(How do you mean they get some o f  my 
hair? )  
Yeah , git some yore hair out chure 
haid , an ' take it an ' graveyard dirt 

{ The buz z ard flies away with that s tuff on him? ) 
The buz zard f lies away an ' yo ' go . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1054) , 1 7 15 : 1 . ] 
11746 . Dey say ' fore dey bury him [man from whom something was s tolen ] dey 

can fix things to make him [ thief ] ,  dey can get some graveyard dirt , take and f ix 
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I F  A MAN DIES AND SOMETHING OF HIS HAD BEEN STOLEN 
NO MATTER HOW LONG PRECEDING DEATH - BEFORE BURIAL 
SPRINKLE ON GROUND AND THROW UP INTO AIR - GRAVEYARD 
DUST - SALT - SULPHUR - THIEF WILL SNEAK THEFT BACK 

it , and dey kin s ew  
[ sprinkle ] i t  down an d  de 
person what s tole , why he 
have to bring it  back 
' cause he can' t  hold it . 
Yes sir . With graveyard 

dirt and sulphur . Dat ' s  it , graveyard dirt and sulphur . 
( Graveyard dirt and sulphur? )  
And mix it together and salt . 
(And wha t ? )  
An d  salt , tab le sal t .  Say dey kin throw it , throw it  up [ into air ] and put 

it down [ do bo th ] . And dey say dey goin ' bring it back , say dey can ' t hold it . 
(That ' s  to bring back s omething that was stolen ? )  
Dat ' s  it . An d  dey ain ' t comin ' in d e  hous e with it . Dey goin ' throw it  at 

de steps , so you kin get up de next morning and get it . Dey can ' t hold it , make 
' em  bring it back . [P etersburg , Va . , ( 444) , 418 : 1 . ] 

11 74 7 .  Dey tell me dey wi ll git some graveyard dirt an ' go tub a wasp -
where wasps make a nes t at - an' aggravate some of ' em an' kill dem.  Den dey go 

GRAVEYARD DUST - FROG DUST - SNAKE DUST - WASP DUST 
3 ANIMAL DUSTS MADE BY BURNING 3 ANIMAL HEADS 
�X 4 DUSTS - PUT IN ENEMY ' S  HAT - GROWS WITH MOON 
VICTIM WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE 3 LIVE ANIMALS IN HIM 

an ' git de frog an ' aggra
vate de frog an ' kill him. 
Den dey go an' git a snake 
an ' aggravate a snake an ' 
kill him .  An ' den dey would 
take de head offa all o f  

' em  an ' burn ' em .  An '  aftah burnin ' it , mash i t  o n  up into a dus t an ' mix dat 
graveyard dirt wit it . An ' if  yo ' go dere an ' have yore hat wit chew or anything 
lak dat ,  an ' dey kin git a lit tle of i t  in yore hat . Aftah put tin '  yore hat on , 
da t ' s all dey have tub do tub git it in yore clo thes somehow or ' nothah , an ' 
it ' ll b e  in yo ' . Weah dat in yore clothes . An '  at de young moon,  dat ' s de time 
dey have tub do it , on de young moon , an ' as de growin ' of de moon , why it will 
grow in yo ' . 

(What will grow in you? ) 
Dat wasp an ' dat snake an ' dat toadfrog . 
( That puts l ive things in you? ) 
Dat put live things in yo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 7) , 2666 : 1 . ] 
1174 8 .  They ' ll git graveyard dirt , j ust  a little pinch o f  i t , and put i t  in 

soae of your foo t . You ' ll linger , you know , j us t  s tart to lingering that way . 

m LINGER A PERSON 
It  ain ' t gonna [ going to ] kill you right away . [ Richmond , 
Va . , ( 390) , 464 : 2 . ] 
11749 . You can take graveyard dirt , you can run people 

crazy with it . You can keep a man and his wife together and you can separate 

CZAVEYARD DIRT AND SKELETON BONE FIND AT GRAVEYARD 
them with it , b ecause if 
they fuss  and fight and 
almost kill one ano ther, of 

course they have to separate . Now , you go to the graveyard and you get it 
(araveyard dirt in ] a bucket , for a bucketful is all that you need at one time . 
� you try to find one of  those  skeleton bones ,  and take that skeleton bone and 
�t basket of graveyard dirt , and catch them when they are away from home and 
.abody there . And bury that bone and that dirt under their s tep , if  they have 
a dirt step ; if  not ,  they go t b ricks , and you can pry that brick up , but you got 
tD be sure where they pas s  in and out o f  their door all the time . And when you 
.� that dirt down there , of course ,  you put it [ soil or brick] back so they 
wao' t detect it , see .  I t  will cause them to fight and almost  kill one another . 
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They have to separate . [New Orleans , La . , (855) , 1348 : 7 . ] 
11750 . Dey dig a grave . Dey don ' t dig a grave fo ' a person dat has died , 

but dey digs a grave ordinary fo ' a person b efo ' he dies . An ' when dey dig dat 

DIRT FROM MOCK GRAVE DUG FOR VI CTIM - TO MASTER HIM 
grave - wel l ,  now de same 
person dey [you ] dig it  fo ' 
don ' t  have tuh git in dat 

grave , but chew digs dat grave in order tuh caus e yo ' s elf git tin '  dat dir t outa 
dere fo ' de p erson dat chew wanted tuh die . [You are using simulated grave dirt. ]  
Oat ' s  in order tuh mas ter dem . Oa t ' s  all ah knows about dat .  [A mock grave or 
burial is fairly common , but this us e o f  its  dirt may be my only example . ] [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 15 74) , 2 896 : 7 . ]  

11 751 . They kin take some graveyard dirt and 
clo thes , and they would soaken it in vinegar and 

people ' s  hair and some o f  their 
t urpentine and wrap it up t ight 

TO MAKE A DES IRED PERSON HUNT FOR YOU - TRY THIS : 
LET FRIEND OBTAIN SOME OF VI CTIM' S HAIR AND CLOTHES 
SOAK IN VINEGAR AND TURPENTINE - WRAP TIGHT - IN JAR 
LAY UNDER WANTED PERSON ' S  STEP - YOU WILL BE FOUND 

in some kind of j ar ,  and 
put it underneath o f  the 
people ' s  [victim ' s ]  steps 
that they may walk over 
it . I t  would cause an 
inf ect ion or transac t ion 

between the two . The person would git in contact with the person with whom he 
want to git to . That would bring the one whom that they wanted to them . [The 
person who walks over the b o t tle will find and visit the person who prepared the 
bottle . ] [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 39 1) , 465 : 6 . ] 

11 75 2 . Then ah know one man tuh take graveyard dirt an ' he put it in his 
car [ automob ile ] an ' it seems da t de daid followed him. De daid followed him 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - GOOD AND BAD LUCK IN AUTOMOBILE 
so dat he go t rid of dis car . 
An '  den ah know one woman she 
says she did that [put grave

yard dirt in her car ] an ' it give her luck . [ Fayetteville,  N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 
2 6 30 : 5 . ] 

11 75 3 . Yo ' could take a person ' s  
nails , an ' yo ' parch de fingernails . 

urine an ' take dere hair an ' yore finger-
An '  yo ' could put it in de [ drinking ] watah 

TAKE PERSON ' S  URINE AND HAIR AND YOUR FINGERNAILS 
PARCH LATTER - PUT IN WATER - ADD STEEL DUST - LET 
PERSON DRINK TO KEEP HIM - TO REVERSE ALL THIS - YOU 
PUT THESE INGREDIENTS IN BOTTLE WITH PERSON ' S  NAME 
OR PHOTO - GO TO GRAVEYARD - TURN BOTTLE UPSIDE DOWN 
MAKE A WI SH FOR WHAT YOU WANT TO HAPPEN - IT WILL 

an ' [ also ] put s teel  dust 
[ in same drinking water ] 
fo ' ' em tuh drink it , an ' 
yo ' keep ' em .  Us e de hair 
from dey arm an ' de hair 
from [pubic  region ] an ' 
de f ingernails , an ' yo ' 
parch it .  An ' yo ' put 

stee l dust in it an ' yo ' could leave ' em drink i t . But dere ' s anothah par t  ' fore 
ah explain dat . Yo ' could turn i t  upside down an ' yo ' could git tuh a graveyard , 
turn it  up side down in de graveyard an ' make yore wish . [Algiers , La . ,  ( 15 86) , 

IF NEIGHBOR HAS SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO USE 
SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT ON TOP OF HIS OR HER HOUSE 
tHE ARriCLE YOU WANT WILL BE FORCED UPON YOU 

2966 : 3 . ] 
11754 . Well , j es '  lak yo ' 
might see somepin round an
o thah person ' s home dat yo ' 
would l ike t uh git holt of , 

vel1 yo ' d  go to de graveyard 
house . Dey can ' t wait until 
[you would ] like to get . 

an ' git some dirt an '  sprinkle it on de top o f  dere 
yo ' git to do whut chew wanta do - git whut chew ' d 

(If  you would want to use that article . )  
Dat ' s  right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 34 7 ) , 2 329 : 14 . ] 
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11755 . "Jes ' ge t graveyard dirt and sprinkle it around de s tep and � [ kep t 
or keep ] back evil , dey call it . 

(What do you mean by tha t ? ) 
H�t [ gho st or sp irit . "  [Wilmington 2 36 : 1+85 . ]  
11756 . Wear graveyard dirt in shoes as a protection agains t hoodoo and 

spirits o f  any kind . [ St .  Petersburg 1 6 91 : 4 . ] 
11 75 7 .  Graveyard dirt , let dry on stove , ge t rattlesnake buttons , beat up 

and mix these two , make 2 piles , put one pile in whiskey , put o ther pile around 
wais t ,  this keeps person from harming you . Give whiskey to enemy , snakes in 

him . [Memphis , ( 9 6 3) , 1555 : 7 . ] ---
11 758 . If you [ no t  a member of  household ] throw graveyard dirt about house , 

the spirit of  the dead wi thin the dirt wi ll worry the o ccupants until they leave . 
[Wilmington , 139 : 3+85 . ]  

11 759 . They get graveyard dirt at midnight and sprinkle it in your rooms . 
This  will give you a coughing spell or consumption [ tuberculosis ] until you die . 
[Norfolk , Va . ,  45 7 : 4 . ] 

11 760 . Pick up dirt from a grave at midnight , dig a hole in front of victim ' s  
front door and bury i t ,  to give him trouble after he walks over it . [ Richmond , 
Va . , 296 : 7 . ] 

11761 . You yourself mus t  pick up dirt at midnight from a recent grave and 
scatter on victim' s porch or � the house where he has to walk . Whatever you 
intend or wish wil l happen to person walking over it . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . , 
by Ediphone . ]  

1176 2 .  "Go to a grave where a fellah j es '  buried at an ' git s ome o f  dat 
dir t . Run yore han ' down in dere , like ah put i t  down dataway [ demons trates ] .  
Bring hit [ up ]  an ' tote it  in yore pocke t ,  Dat ' s  fo ' all dif ferent kind of 
luck . "  [Waycross 1929 : 5 . ]  

1176 3 .  Tie up or shut up dirt from a fresh grave and throw this container 
over the top o f  a house [most o f  them small and one s t ory high ] to break the 
peace within . [Petersb urg , Va . ,  4 24 : 1 . ] 

11764 . To git a man , gi t dirt o f f  infant ' s  grave , take p iece o f  John de Con
;<.ah, roo t ,  put both in nation sack [ see interview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , p . l449-
1459 , v . 2 ,  especial ly p . l45 8 ,  lines 7-28 . ] When you git to man , put piece of 
;ohn de Conkah � and � and sprinkle the dirt . [Memphis , ( 9 6 5 ) , 1558 : 9 . ] 

11765 . At midnight vis i t  the grave of s omeone you know, call his name , run 
hand into grave as far as possib le , bring out dirt , sprinkle this at person ' s  
house , and he will move . [Wilmington 116 : 10+85 . ]  

11766 . I f  dirt from a s inner ' s  grave is s cattered at the door , the person 
living within b ecomes worried and dis satis fied and cannot stay there in peace . 
[Norfolk 5 33 : 7 . ] 

1176 7 .  Dirt from a s inner ' s  grave sprinkled in his path makes him �. 
[Vicksburg 1040 : 2 . ] 

1 1 76 8 .  Dirt from a s inner ' s  grave , mixed with quicksilver , placed on or 
under a bed will !f!1 the person who sleeps there . [Wilmington 260 : 4+85 . ] 

11769 . Go to  a wicked person ' s  grave at 12 o ' clock day or night , run !!! 
down into up to the shoulder , c lose up handful o f  dirt , mix this with gunpowder 
and throw it around house , and peop le within wil l move . [Memphis 155 1 : 11 . ] 

1 1 7 70 . Run hand into sinnerman ' s  grave or  baby ' s  grave , take dirt from 
breas t ,  mix with !!!.!! and pepper ,  and sprinkle round the house to "break up de 
home , cause confus ion . "  [Mobile 9 71 : 4 . ] 

---11771 . " Dirt from good pers on ' s  grave , put in clean envelope , keep , .P!!I. 
over it , anything you want you can do . "  [Memphis 155 1 : 14 . ] 

117 72 . Dirt bottled from the north side of  a graveyard and put under a 
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person ' s s teps wil l  move him . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
117 7 3 . Take dirt from cen ter o f  grave , drop in to a s ack , and throw latter 

at house to put chew in hard luck . [Mob ile 9 6 7 : 8 . ] 
1 1 7 74 . I f  you place 9 needles , 9 p ins , 9 Victrola points , graveyard dirt , 

coffee and s ugar , black pepper and sal t ;  i f  you p lace al l thes e  under the rug 
at the fron t and back door , it  will b reak up that home . [Nor folk 45 3 : 4 . ] 

11 7 75 . Mix graveyard dir t ,  cayenne pepper , and henhous e manure ,  and throw at 
victim ' s hous� 9 mornings to � that person out of town . [Wilmington 260 : 2 . ] 

11 7 76 . Graveyard dirt mixed with b lack pepper and sprinkled at your door 9 
mornings wil l  make you move . [Memphis 15 6 9 : 12 . ] 

11 7 7 7 . Sprinkle graveyard dirt  at person ' s hous e for 9 mornings and he ' l l 
move . [Wilming ton 261 : 2+85 . ]  
--1 1 7 7 8 . Graveyard dir t sca ttered on your porch 9 mornings will "keep you 
s i ckly , you can ' t stay nowheres . "  [Mob ile 95 2 : 5 . ] 

11 7 79 . I f  you take 9 pinches of dirt from cen ter of s inner ' s  grave , put in 
a hous e ,  occupant s wi ll never get along together . [ Center of  a grave l ike center 
of  hous e ,  room ,  bed or crossroad , is the fifth point in the center of  a s quar e 
or ob long ; ri tes I have called a quincunx . ]  [ Richmond 36 6 : 3 . ] 

11780 . If  s ome enemy sprinkle graveyard around the out s ide of  your house , 
makes a cir cle o f  it  about your house [ c ircumambulation rite ] one of  all sorts 
of  dire things will happen to you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 9 1 : 5+85 . ]  

11781 . Mix graveyar d dir t  and salt and sprinkle it in or near a house to make 
the people within �· [Norfolk 5 34 : 2 . ] 

1178 2 . I f  they drop a mixture o f  graveyard dirt , salt and pepper at your step 
or center of  ga te , "your mind will j us t  waver all de time . "  [Mob ile 9 0 2 : 2 . ] 

1 1 7 8 3 . Graveyard dirt , salt , sulphur , needles , and green water ( s lime o r  
algae) in corked-up bot tle under s teps wil l  swell you up and kill you .  [Wil
mingt on , 125 : 2+85 . ]  

1 1 7 84 . Mix graveyard dir t and gunpowder , throw near house , b reaks up man and 
women living there . [Wilmington 2 7 3 : 3+85 . ]  

11785 . Throw graveyard dir t over right shoulder into running water , while 
wishing a person to go away or to come back , and then walk away without looking 
back . [ Newport News , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
--1-17 86 . An enemy fixes up your � wi th graveyard dirt , throws it in to � 
ning wa ter , says what he wan ts done , curs ing you and telling you to go , and then 
leaves no t looking back . [Washington , D . C . , 80 4 : 3 . ]  

11787 . I f  someone sp rinkles graveyard dus t at your doors t ep and reads P salm 
117 , " that will make you move . "  [Psalm 117  has two short vers es : "O prais e the 
Lord , al l ye nations • • •  the t ruth of the Lord endureth forever . Praise ye the 
Lord" - King James Version ] [Mob i le 9 6 2 : 1 . ] 

11788 . The making o f  crosses with graveyard dir t in fron t of a person ' s door 
makes that pers on move . [Washington , D . C . , 828 : 2 . ] 

11 7 89 . [They ] " get graveyard dirt and codfish and cut up [ lat ter ] and 
sprinkle in front of your door and yo u ' ll move away from there . "  [New Orleans 
1256 : 6 . ] 

1 1790 . "You kin j is ' take s ome b lack peppah an ' some graveyard dirt an ' 
sprinkle it where they ' d [ the susp ec ted thief would ] walk on it  an ' they ' ll 
bring it [ stolen article ] right s traight back . "  [ Richmond 32 2 : 6 . ] 

11 79 1 .  They throw graveyard dirt and cayenne pepper in to your house  to "run 
you o ff . "  [Mob ile 88 3 :  4 .  ] 

11792 . Mix graveyard dirt and pepper ,  sprinkle around house or gate , makes 
person within move . [ Vicksburg 9 9 1 : 1 . ] 

1179 3 .  Mix graveyard dir t and cayenne pepper , throw it  ab out p erson ' s hous e ,  
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11812 . I f yo ' go to de graveyard an ' git some fresh sand an ' put it in yore 
shoes an ' - [ then ] dey can ' t track yo ' . Ah know dat ' s true , too . [Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 1182 ) , somewhere near 19 9 3  or 1994 : 2 .  Informant 1209 , in No . 7 30 4 , p . 3248 , 
from same place gives a be t ter description o f  this rite known everywhere . ]  

11813 . "Then they s t eal them [ graves tones ] an '  bring them round to different 
places to your hous e .  S ay that ' s  going to give you bad luck . They get them 
[ grave ] s tones , p iece o f  them , either one , and they bring them and sprinkle it 
[ tomb s tone dust or graveyard dirt ] around your doors . That ' s  to give you bad 
luck , to keep you from having any luck at all . "  [New Orleans 1290 : 3 . ] 

11814 . "If  they go to the graveyard an ' git some E.!!:! an ' put it up � 
your door , they say you ' ll always b e  down . [You do this ] if you j is '  see some
body you' re j ealous o f  or sumpin ano ther , they ' re gitt in '  along bet ter then 
[ than ] you . "  [ up  over> yozaa door> , compared with the b o ttom or near the bot tom 
of the door , is fairly rare so far as graveyard dirt is concerned . ]  [Wilmington 
115 : 7+85 . ]  

11815 . [ They will ] " get some graveyard dirt and sprinkle it on your gaUery 
[porch in New Orleans ] and at your s tep s .  In 3 days you ' l l �· " [New Orleans 
1312 : 7 . ] 

11816 . Sprinkle graveyard dirt around house [ this may no t mean circumambu
lation ] while saying ,  " I  wan ' chah to  go . " [ Charleston 5 7 2 : 7 . ] 

11817 . "Take graveyard dirt and sprinkle it in front of  your door • • •  if ZE..U 
walk in it , dat ' s  poison ; it ' ll kill you . " [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (506) , 556 : 5 . ]  

1 18 18 . "They take graveyard dirt and sprinkle it around your house and [you 
go over it ] you ' ll pine away and die . "  [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 31) , 100 1 : 13 . ] 

118 19 . Each time you pass a person ' s house drop graveyard dirt in his path 
and his walking over this will make him leave . [ Richmond 318 : 8 . ]  

11820 . Graveyard dirt about door causes quarreling ; man will leave the house . 
[ Richmond 369 : 1 . ]  

118 2 1 .  Graveyard dus t sprinkled around house caus es confus ion in home . 
[Elizabeth City , 40 3 : 6 . ] 

11822 . To throw graveyard dirt under s t ep caus es trouble in house or a 
special mis fortune . [Wilmington ,  2 35 : 5+85 . ] 

11823 . Put graveyard dirt under doorsil l ,  person who walks over it will be  
hurt [hoodooed or cunjured] .  [ The meaning o f  the word doorsill varies in HOODO� 
�ome cases it ac tually being the top of  the door frame , as I have exp lained 
elsewhere . Often with lowland houses it means the hous e sill under the door , 
which could b e  reached by crawling beneath the house . The word saddle or j amb s 
o f  the door I rarely , perhaps never heard . ] [Wilming ton 10 7 : 1+85 . ]  

11824 . Graveyard dirt at your doors tep makes you �· [ Vicksburg 10 72 : 1 . ] 
118 25 . They bury graveyard dust at  your doors tep to make you � · [ Charles

ton 605 : 4 . ] 
11826 . They sprinkle graveyard dirt at house to make persons wi thin �· 

[ Li t tle Rock , Ark . , 1464 : 10 . ] 
118 2 7 .  " Graveyard dirt makes fuss , keeps up dis turbance , "  when used in or 

near house . [New Orleans 1103 : 4 . ] 
1182 8 .  "This graveyard dust , they sprinkle it  all around the house or  some

thing like that and cau s e  trouble in the house . "  [Elizabeth City 558 : 6 . ] 
1182 9 . 1 1 Graveyar d dirt wi ll run you crazy too ,  if  they sprinkle it around 

your door . " [New Orleans 1146 : 11 . ] 
1 1830 . If  they sprinkle graveyard dirt around your �' that will hurt you . 

[Wilmington 105 : 5+85 . ] 
11831.  I of ten hearn [have hear d ]  ' em say dey go  out an '  git a grub [worm] . 

Go out an ' dig up a grubworm an ' st ick nine needles in him ,  yo ' know ,  an ' bring 
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him back an ' dig a hole 
GRUBWORM - 9 NEEDLES IN - UNDER STEP S - DEATH WITHIN under yore neighb or ' s 

doorstep s  [ and bury it ] 
an ' it  wun ' t  [would not ]  be  long dat one outa family dies . 

( That is to kill somebody? ) 
Yes . [ S t .  P etersb urg , Fla . , (100 7 ) , 162 8 : 7 . ] 
118 32 . " She has a guard as well as she [ the other woman ] had and she [ first  

woman ] say [ the o ther woman with a guard] couldn ' t  turn it [ spell , trick ,  etc . 
back ] on her . "  [Here we have irres i s t ible force meeting innnovable obj ect ! A 

hoodoo s tando f f ! (See TWO FIGHTING "DEVIL-
GUARD : MEANING OF FAIRLY RARE WORD HEADS" EQUAL AESOP , No . 9 1 7 , p . 33 7 , v . l . ) 

As you can s ee ,  this word guard has nothing 
to do with sex , it is a protect ive devi ce , some thing worn or kep t in the hous e 
or elsewhere to p ro tect its owner from hoodoo or wit chcraft .  Normally such pro
tection would come from a spe cial hand, jomoh , toby , e t c . , one formerly p repared 
by a profess ional doctor. In o ther words I found guard rare compared to the 
more usual names . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 26 6 ) , 261 : 7+85 . ] 

118 33 . They go t guinea p epper seeds and 
GUINEA PEPPER - PARADISE SEED ET C .  spr inkle in d e  house , sprinkle round de 

hous e ,  and that will make you move . [See 
a lso margin title : GUINEA PEPPER, et c . , No . l9 4 7 , p . 5 70 ,  v . l  for o ther names and 
rites . ] [New Orl eans , La . , ( 85 0 ) , 12 89 : 2 . ] 

GUM [ SWEET GUM] TREE BUDS A CURE FOR WORMS 
11 834 . Gum tree will ' res t [ arres t ]  
any kind o f  a ear thly worm poison . 
I f  yo ' kin git de gum tree buds , 

dat ' s  de very cure fo ' any kind o f  
doin ' anything fo ' anyone els e .  

earthly wo rm b ite , but ah nevah heard o f  it 

(You mean if a person has worms in thei r  [his ] body ? )  
Yes . 
( I t  will get the worms out ? )  
I t  will git de worms . [ This is the sweet gum, a North American tree (Liquid

�ar styracij1ua) palmately lob ed leaves , corky branches , hard wood , and b eau
tiful autumnal foilage . S ince the b ark mo re or less  resembled alligator hide , 
this p lan t was called the alligator tree in the southern s tates . Several exam
ples o f  this usage have already been given in HOODOO. The o ld-t ime roo t doctor 
used many cures o f  this type . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 84 ) , 2460 : 9 . ] 

118 35 . I get some gumbo fi let .  That ' s  what you put in gumbo. P erhaps you 
don ' t know what fi let is . I t ' s  a leaf [ f rom sassafras t ree ] tha t grows out in 

GUMBO FILET - GARLIC - WHISKEY - DRAW SPIRITS 
GARLIC HINDERS EVIL ONE - WHI SKEY PAYS ONE WORKING 
FOR YOU - MIXTURE AT VI CTIM ' S HOME TO MOVE HIM 

the woods , and it ground up 
and it is us ed instead of  
okra , when you making gumbo 
and the okra is no t in s ea
son . That is what you call 

filet . I get a pail of that and I get some garlic and s ome whiskey and mix thos e 
three together and pur [pour ] i t  under the s teps , or either i f  you come out o f  a 
alley , I pour it up s ide the al ley , that you come ou t o f ,  and you would have t o  
go .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 85 5 ) , 1 346 : 6 . ] 

118 36 . I f  a man git drownded or somp in like dat , why yo ' kin take an' go to  
de rivah an ' if  dey draggin ' fo ' him an ' can ' t f ind h im ,  why yo ' shoot de gun 

GUS SHOT AT SIGHT OF DROWNING BRINGS BODY TO SURFACE 
an ' he ' ll ris e tuh de top , 
which in dat ' s  true . Ah 
s ee dat mahself . [This 

is ordinary folklore . ]  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1182) , 199 3 : 1 . ] 
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118 3 7 . You kin take gunp owder and burn it  in dis room and it ' feet 

GUNPOWDER 
de next [ door ] neighbor and de next one [ the one on the o ther s ide 
of you ] - give ' em bad luck . [ Char leston ,  S .  Car . , 616 : 8 . ] 
118 38 . Take gunpowder an ' i f  yo ' kin git in to they house , keep it 
throwed behin ' dere do ' all de time , an ' it will keep dem up set an ' 

dey will have tuh move . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1522) , 2 7 14 : 4 . ] 
11839 . Well , dey takes gunp owder an ' put it  into water an ' let i t  set fo ' 

nine days , an ' le t anyone drink o f fa dat gunpowder watah . Dat will keep ' em 
always flus terated an ' mad , ha te ful an ' lowdown all de t ime . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 15 3 7 ) , 2 7 78 : 10 . ] 

11840 . Nine needles and nine p ins and gunpowder .  They p ut tha t gunp owder in 
with i t ,  b ut they strain tha t  after and give them [ this in ] what they like to 
drink . That keeps them far enough , far enough [ away ] and no t fus s ing all the 
time , that gunpowder . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 14 ) , 114 8 : 7 . ] 

11841 . Take gunpowder an ' sprinkle i t ,  i f  yo ' kin manage tuh git some , an ' 
sprinkle i t  around de house , an ' i f  anybody ' s  done anything tuh yo ' ,  yo ' l l find 
it out . Yo ' ll be ab le tuh find it out . 

( Tha t is sort o f  a protection? ) 
Yes . [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 25 7 2 : 15 . ] 
1 1842 . [ THE LETTER "H" OF CHANNEL DE WORLD BEGINS HERE and so do some extra 

rites ab out human hair , a subj ect already largely concentrated in pages 29 3 7-
30 49 , volume 4 .  For various reasons hair , no t always the primary elemen t of  a 
rite , is widely s cattered throughout HOODOO. The following beliefs about hair 
s tart wi th a few longer rites , which are followed by many brief s t atemen ts wi th
out margin titles but wi th the key words being under lined . ]  

IF YOU PUT ONE HUMAN HAIR IN FRESH ANIMAL MANURE 
THEN KEEP HAIR 9 DAYS IN BOTTLE OF RYE WHISKEY - IT  
WILL TURN INTO A SNAKE - IF YOU DRINK ANY OF WHISKEY 
BEFORE 9 DAYS END - THE LIVE SNAKE WILL BE IN YOU 

And again they say if you 
take it [a hair from per
son ] and put it [ in ]  some 
kind o f  manure or somep in 
like i f  you have a cow or 
somep in round the lot and 

they do fresh manure . Say ,  i f  you take this hair and bury it  in there , and set 
this manure about in s ome shady place mayb e it won ' t dry so  fas t , and s ay let it 
s tay there . And you take i t  out o f  there and put it in a bot tle of  ry e whiskey , 
a p int  bot tle of  rye whiskey , and say in nine days it  will be a snake . I ' ve 
heard that . 

(But they don ' t put tha t snake in you though ?  That snake they don ' t put in 
you? ) 

Well ,  if you dr ink the whiskey , if you drink the wh iskey before the thing kin , 
you know , come to be who le , well hit will come alive in you . 

( I  see , but you have to  put i t  in this cow manure ? )  
No , take the hair out i t  [ the manure ] i f  you know right where you p ut the hair 

in . [Newport News , Va . ,  ( 4 8 2) , 50 8 : 2 . ] 
1184 3 . You go t to take and burn de gunp owder and get the scen t  - no t de scent 

but de gas from this gunpowder - and take a stran ' o f  yuh hair , or ei thah a piece 

IF PERSON ' S  HAIR OR PIECE OF CLOTHING IS SHUT UP 
IN BOTTLE WITH BURNED GUNPOWDER S CENT - VI CTIM LOSES 
MIND OR BE COMES PERMANENTLY SORE SOMEWHERE IN BODY 

of  clo th or somp in dat j oo 
have , dat de p erson you 
tryin ' to  hurt had , and 
put it in this bo ttle . 
And shut it up in this 

b o t t le . And they say that ' ll make de person lo se de min ' , or eithah make ' em 
sore in some parts  o f  de body . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 7 1) , 19 2 : 1+85 . ]  

11 844 . I tell yuh j es '  what ' t is . My uncle it  was , was tel lin ' me this . 
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That ' s  why I was goin ' tell yuh . A lady that he was courting , he was going with 

WOMAN GETS THI S MAN ' S HAIR FROM BARBERSHOP 

BURIES UNDER HER DOORSTEP WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
SALT - PEPPER - WHISKEY - TO WALK OVER BOTTLE 
OR PACKAGE WOULD PUT SPELL ON HIM - DIG IT UP 
DROP INTO HOT WATER - IF IT FLOATED - SPELL CAN 
BE RE TURNED TO HER - ROLL PACKAGE IN ARMPIT 
THEN IN CORNMEAL - REBURY IT UNDER HER S TEP 

her , and of course this man 
[ r ival or hoodoo man ] tole him 
that he was hurt , because he 
thought he was going with her . 
And he told him that the lady 
had put somepin in a bottle an ' 
buried it under the doorstep . 
And that thing that she buried 
under the doorstep was some of 

his hair that she ' d  got ten from the barber shop and mixed it with some salt,  pep
per and whiskey , and buried it under he r doorstep , and that whenever he walked 
over it , would hurt him.  [At least we know uncle liked whiskey ! ] But if he 
would take this up and put i t  in some boiling water , and if  it floated , then he 
could ward o f f  the spel l that she had put on him,  and that he probab ly could 
throw it back on her , on the p arties who was put tin ' it on him .  He could take 
and j us t  take this out and roll it under his arm, [ then ] roll it in some meal . 

(Hold it  under his arm? ) 
Roll it . Yeah , roll it under his arm . 
(Oh ,  under his arm first . )  
Yeah , and then put it in some meal and make it into a cake-like , and bury it 

underneath the s teps , the same step where the o ther stuff was buried , and that 
would return it on her . [No r f o lk ,  Va . ,  (45 7 ) , 4 46 : 1 . ] 

11 845 . Ah tell yo ' this whut a man kin do with a woman , cos ' [ o f  course ] ah 
don ' t gue s s  yo ' wanta heah it . Do yo ' wanta heah it?  [ S ince I remain silent I 

YOUR HAIR OVER DOOR YOU WALKED UNDER 
BRINGS YOU BACK AS LONG AS HAIR THERE 

probably nodded yes . ] Well , ah tell yo ' 
whut a man kin do wit a woman . A man kin 
git a woman , j es '  git any s trand from de 
left side o f  her haid or  de right side , 

an' j es '  s t ick it up ovah de do ' . Jes ' git her comb , lak ah comb her haid , an' 
take de hair an ' j es '  stick it  up ovah de do ' . An '  if he ain ' t been with her fo ' 
six months ,  ah [ a  woman ] cain ' t keep from comin ' back heah . Jes ' s t ick it in de 
wood , in de trees , anywhere . [ Usual ly a man would return to a woman rather than 
a woman to a man ' s house . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 2 6 ) , 2 7 2 4 : 4 . ] 

11846 . Dey takes a strand of  your hair an ' tie it  in nine knots . Den dey 
will have you j ust like dey wan ta ,  anything dat dey want you to do . And dey 

9 KNOTS YOU TIE INTO PERSON ' S  HAIR 
IEEP BOTTLED IN PERFUME FOR LOVE 

go t chure hair , such as [both places ] or 
love let tahs , why you ' ll be beho ld [usually 
beho lden ] t o  dem. See , ' cause dey go t dat 
hair down in dat perfume and it ' s  s t opped 

up [ in a bo t tle ] . You more den apt to [ give in ] to dem right away . [ Charles

VOMAN TAKES S OME OF HER HAIR - S OME OF MAN ' S 
PUTS PEPPER BETWEEN IT - BURIES IN PATH WHERE 
1HEY WALK OVER IT - THIS WILL SEPARATE THEM 

ton ,  S .  Car . , ( 5 1 7 ) , 604 : 5 . ] 
11847 . I ' ve heard that a man 
and a woman - a woman couldn' t 
ge t along with her husband or 
any man , that she would like , 

you see , could take some o f  her hair . Take , get s ome o f  her hair and get some 
of de man ' s hair and put pepper between it , you see , and put it in de path where 
dey walk over dat . Dat would separate dem. 

(That is , if I wan ted to break up these peop le , or i f  the woman wanted to 
break up the man? ) 

Yes . Doesn ' t make any di fferent [ di fference ] who it  is if you get some o f  
each one ' s  hair . [Petersburg , Va . , ( 444) , 4 19 : 2 . ] 
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1184 8 .  ( This woman would take his hair and b ury i t  where ? )  
Take an ' tie i t  in a washrag an ' bury it underneath the do ' s tep . 
(Wha t will that make h im do then ? )  
Make him come back home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1399) , very near 25 19 : 14 . ] 
11849� They tell me that you take de fingernails and toenails , and s ome of 

your hair right here [ points to back of  the head ] . You t o t ta put that all to

FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - HAIR FROM BACK OF HEAD 
MIX WITH RED PEPPER - WRAP TIGHT IN NEW HOMESPUN 
WRAP TO YOU TO BRING BACK - FROM YOU TO SEND AWAY 
THEN BURY THIS PACKAGE UNDER A BRICK IN FIREPLACE 

gether , mix it , you see , with 
cayenne pepper - red pepper . 
Go to de fiahp lace , wrap dat 
up goo d ,  tigh t .  Yo ' wrap it 
up with a p ie ce of new home
spun clo th . And wrap it  all 

up together good and tight . You wrap i t  up like this [ demons trates ] . You wrap 
it away from you . Dat ' s to drive you away . And take it and go to de fiahplace , 
take up a brick and put dat [package ] down in dere , and put dat b rick on top o f  
it . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 88) , 204 : 3+85 . ]  

11850 . I f  you get his hair and s ome of  his 
p ut i t  all in a sack with some kind o f  roo ts . 

underweah , you kin take i t  and 
I don ' t  know what . And put it in 

a corner [ outside house ] to
wards de r is ing sun , and go AT CORNER OF HOUSE TOWARDS RIS ING SUN - PUT SACK 

WITH ABSENT MAN ' S  HAIR AND UNDERWEAR AND ROOTS back to it every morning and 
pour sweet sp irits  of niter 
on it every morning [ for 9 
mornings ] and in 9 mornings 

9 MORNINGS POUR ON IT SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER 
ON 9TH MORNING HE WILL WALK THROUGH THE DOOR 

he ' ll come in the door . He ' ll come back home . [A number of thes e corner-o f- the
hous e rites are scat tered through HOODOO. ] [Wi lmington , ( 2 6 8) , 189 : 3+85 . ]  

1185 1 .  Ah has a comb heah [ she shows me the comb ] . Ah has a man an ' been 
livin ' with him a long t ime , an ' if  he don ' t trea t me right , ah takes dis comb . 

INFORMANT HAS 'LECTRICITY COM8 - EVERY 9TH MORNING 
SHE COMBS MAN ' S  HAIR KEEPING LEFT-SIDE HAIR IN CLOTH 
SHE SLEEPS ON 9 NIGHTS TO �KE HIM CO� UP CLOSE 

Dis ' lect ricity comb wuz 
given tub me . Now ah 
show yo ' ' bout dis comb . 
Ah combs his hair on de 
left s ide of his haid wit 

dis comb an ' any [hair ] come from dis comb , ah gits i t  out . Well , ah wrap dis 
up in a thin piece o f  clo th an ' ah keeps i t . An ' ah s leep s wit it undah mah 
haid for nine mawnin ' s an ' dat will make him come up close an ' love me mo ' . Now, 
' cause befo ' ah go t dis comb ah couldn ' t do  nuthin with him . Every nine mawn in ' s  
ah comb his haid . Now sometimes he comes in a hurry , b ut yet an ' s till when he 
stays all night an' he s leep s in mah b ed al l nigh t ,  then ah git s up de nex' mawn
in ' an ' combs his hair , s ee ,  wit dis comb , anyway fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  but ah combs 
dis side o f  his haid [ demonstrates ] mo ' so  den ah do ' s  dis side . But ah always 
comb de left s ide . 

( Then you keep this hair in a thin clo th in your b ed ? ) 
Yessuh , in mah bed  undah mah p il lah . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 6 ) , 2 7 2 3 : 20 . ]  
1185 2 . To make love? All right . You kin take dere hair , s ome sugar an ' some 

b luestone . You understand now? An '  some lodestone . Put all o f  this to gether 
with a p iece o f  John de Conkah roo t .  [ This roo t ] look l ike two p ieces [ see ex
planation later ] . Look now [ demonstrates ] ,  c ross that John de Conkah cross  there 
[ these ingredients being mixed or laid in a container ]  and put it [John de Conkah] 
c rost  de hair , you s ee ,  an ' t ie it  a t  de ends with a lit tle s tring . You under
stand , at  each end you know , with a lit tle string . An' put it  [mixture ] in a 
piece o f  paper , in a p iece o f  brown paper , an ' wear that in de b o t tom o f  your 
shoe .  [ This is a small package . ]  They kin nevah git away from you. [What does 
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informant mean by saying John de Conkah roo t look Zike two pieaes ? On p . 59 3 

HAIR OF LOVED PERSON - SUGAR - BLUESTONE - LODESTONE 
PUT THESE ON PIECE OF BROWN PAPER - OVER THIS PILE 
TIE JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT - THI S  LOOK LIKE 2 PIECES 
JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT HERE IS S URELY ADAM-AND-EVE 
THIS SMALL PACKAGE IS WORN IN SHOE TO HOLD PERSON 

( Z . 2 ,  v . l) I say , "John 
de Conkah" aan be many 
things ; and on p . 595 
( l. l2 , v . l) we learn you 
can gi t de he one and gi t 
de she one . I sugges t my 
informan t ,  a hoodoo woman , 

is iden t i fying John de Conkah with an actual roo t  called Adam-and-Eve , which has 
he and she parts , he the smaller , both looking like peanuts (see No . l0609 , page 
402 8f . , v . 5 ) . Our present rite therefore t ie s  our man and woman together with a 
thread or a s tr ing to make doub ly certain , magically certain , they are t ie d  to
gether . The s ugar sweetens the si tuation or  pays the spirit ,  the blues tone keeps 
away evil , lodestone is ano ther drawing p ower , and brown paper is of ten used for 
black clients . My preceding sta tement about he and she parts among the roots of 
Ada�and-Eve is a hoodoo , no t a scien tific  one . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 60) , 1545 : 3. ]  

1185 3 .  Well , ah tell you dis one den . Well , dere wuz ' no thah b oy goin ' wit 
a girl an ' he loved her , yo ' know, an ' she didn ' t love h im atall . She didn ' t 

HAIR FROM MOLD OF HER HEAD - 3 FINGERNAILS FROM EACH 
OF HER HANDS - MAN TAKES AND WEARS TO TIE HER DOWN 

have a b it of feelin ' s fo ' 
him .  An '  he loved her . 
He j es '  loved her bet tah 
an ' bettah .  Wel l ,  he ' d 

buy pret ty things an ' give her yo ' know , an ' all lak dat , chew know. Yo ' know , 
tryin ' tuh win her da t way . But still she didn ' t love him .  She two- t ime him 
wit o thah mens . S o  he git t in '  aroun '  an ' so he got tuh talkin ' , says , "Look lak 
de mo ' ah do fo ' her , de worster she treats me . "  Says , "Ah love her - oh , ah do 
love her . "  S ay s , "An ' it l ook lak she don ' t reat me half way right . "  

[ Friend ] s ays , "Wel l ,  ah tell yo ' , if yo ' loves her , an ' yo ' don ' put out a 
whole lotta money on her , sp ent money on her an ' she look lak she .goin ' backwards 
' stead a-comin ' ,  an ' yo ' say dat she ' s  two-t imin ' yo ' wi t othah mens , "  says , 
"'whyn ' t  yo ' tie her down . Tie her down .  Tie her down . " 

"Wel l , ah tell yo ' ,  yo '  come he ' p me out on dat . "  
[ Friend ] say , "We ll ,  let me t ell  yo ' whut chew do right short on dat . " S ay ,  

"'Do yo ' s tay dere wit her?"  
"Yeah , ah s tays w i t  her at  night b ut she j es '  fus ses an ' yowls all de  time . "  
[ Fr iend ] say , "Well , do yo ' evah comb her hair ? "  
Say , "Yeah , ah comb her hair a t night . " 
[ Friend ] says , "When yo ' comb her hair , yo ' git some hair out right from de 

mole [mold ] o f  her hai d .  Right in de mo le o f  her haid . Yo ' gits j es '  a lil ' 
bit , if  it a in '  mo ' den fo ' st rand [probably 3 s trands original ly ] j es '  so  it 
come from de top [or mold of her head ] , Yo ' git dat , an ' do yo ' all cut her 
fingernails ? "  

"Yeap . "  
[ Friend s ays ] "We ll , yo ' set down an ' cut her fingernails , an ' git her finger

nails an ' yo ' put three o f f  each finger [hand ] in dere . An ' yo ' t ote dat . "  Says, 
nshe ' 11 come on back to yo ' • " S ays , "She won ' love nobody else but chew . "  
[ Fayet tevi ll e ,  N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 2 5 22 : 4 . ] 

11854 . Yo ' kin take a girl ' s  hair an ' black lodestone an ' yo ' kin lead her 
cross [aross wha t?  I in te rrup t too soon ] .  

BLACK LODESTONE - S ILVER MONEY 
HAIR :  WEAR IN BAG 

(What would you do with that hair ? )  
Totes d e  lodestone with the hair , with a piece 
o f  sol id silver money , and she will follow 
[wherever you go and any time ] . She ' ll git up 
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an' follow if it ' s  one a ' clock in de night . 
(You mix those together ? )  
Yessuh . Jis ' keep ' em in a bag an ' she will follow .  [ Lit tle Rock , Ark . , 

( 88 7) , 1462 : 1 . ] 
11855 . Wel l ,  yo ' s ee now , it ' s  ano thah s tory . A lady an ' her husban ' , yo ' 

know, dey were git tin '  ' long all right . So  she saw somebody else she liked an ' 

2 HAIRS FROM HER HEAD - 2 FROM BELOW - HER SICKNESS 
TIE I N  BAG - EACH MONTH FEED IT A DROP OF HER BLOOD 
DOCTOR 'S REMEDY FOR " GIT CHEW SOME LUCK" IN FAMILY 

so she ,  yo ' know , aomes 
right to de front of it 
wit her husband an ' dey 
nevah wan ta agreein ' in 
de home , so she say ,  

"Well , ah dunno , s eem lak mah mome is git tin '  too up set . Ah dunno , s eem lak ah 
dunno whut tuh do . "  So dis kep t on workin ' lak dat . 

S o  ah guess in travelin '  an ' talkin ' roun ' - prob ' ly in , up an ' down de 
s treets , so dis [would sp read ] - ' no thah man or woman , somebody , say ,  "Whut ? 
Yo ' dunno whut tuh do wit chure home ? "  

Says , "No . "  
S ay ,  " Don ' b e  s i lly , go an ' git chew some luck . " S aid , " I t ' ll make yore 

home al l right . "  
Say , "Wi ll ah be ab le to work ut ? Ah don ' know whut tuh do or how tuh do it . "  
So , [ she or someone ] said dat dis man says , "Well , ah ' ll s ee yo ' ag ' in an ' 

talk wit chew. " 
[ " Dis man" wanted t ime to inquire about doctors . ] 
"Okay . "  
An '  so prob ' ly latah dey got tuhgethah , s ee . 
S ay ,  " S eem lak mah home is  still git tin ' worsah an ' worsah an ' ' s tead a-git ' 

tin '  b e t tah , ah want chew tuh prove whut chew wuz talkin ' tuh me ' bout . "  
Says , "Okay . "  Says , "W ' yn ' t [why no t ]  yo ' git chew a cah [ car ] an ' go down 

South an ' gi t ahew some Z.uak. Don ' chew know whut tuh do tuh take ca ' yo ' home?" 
Says , "No . " 
S ays , "We ll , ah ' ve go t de money i f  yo ' kin git a cah . "  
S ays , "Well,  ah kin git chew a cab all righ t . "  
So he go t a cah an ' so dey went down South . So de o le man commence ' splainin ' 

tuh him whut it  wuz all about . So he t o le ' em,  says , "Well , ah t ell  yo ' whut 
chew do . "  Says , "Yo ' right easy when she go tuh b ed , "  s ays , "at night , "  says , 
"cut s o  many strands o f  her hair . "  Says , den go down b elow an ' cut so many down 
dere . "  An '  he s ays , "Yo ' git dat all tuhgethah an ' put a li l '  o f  ' er s ickne s s . 
Ketch onto her monthly an ' take a lil ' of  ' er si ckness , an ' two s trands o f f  ' e r 
haid,  two down there , an ' a li l '  of her sicknes s ,  yo ' know . Put dem togethah an ' 
tie it  up in a lil ' bag . " An ' said , "An '  every month when she be lak dat , · yo ' 
watch closely an ' yo ' git a drop of  her s i ckness an ' j es '  damp i t  wet lak dat , 
see , an '  she b e  all ri ght . She ' ll take care of  yo ' . " [ Fayet tevil l e ,  N .  Car . , 
( 1400) , 2520 : 2 . ] 

11856 . To make the man stay home , you takes a piece o f  the s trand of  the 
hair right in the mole of the head , and get you two copper cents - but let it be 
two women ' s faces . 

(Two pennies that have a woman on them . All right . )  
And take the s trand of the hair and then put it in b etween the women ' s faces . 

You get a piece of string or thread [ demons trates ] .  
(You place these two pennies face to face . )  
Face to face . 
(And put that hair b etween them . All right . )  
And then you wind the thread all around it  until it holds together . Then you 
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take a bag  and you put it  in a lit tle bag  with your name and his name in  there , 

TO MAKE MAN STAY HOME - WOMAN TAKE S HAIR FROM MOLD 
OF HIS HEAD - 2 COPPER PENNIES - EACH WITH WOMAN ' S  
FACE - PUT FACES FACE-TO-FACE WITH HAIR BETWEEN 
HOLD COIN-SANDWI CH TOGETHER BY WINDING THREAD ABOUT 
EDGES - WRAP PACKAGE IN ONE PIECE OF PAPER - HIS AND 

HER NAME ON IT - KEEP IN SACK - EVERY TIME SHE EATS 
SHE MUST OFFER FOOD AND DRINK TO THIS SUBSTITUTE 

3 STRANDS OF VICTIM' S HAIR - BORE HOLE WITH SPIKE 
INTO TREE ON SUNSET SIDE - DO THIS WHEN SAP UP IN 
TREE - EACH DAY AS SUN GOES DOWN YOU WILL HAVE A 
HEADACHE - EACH DAY THEY BECOME WORSE - AFTER SAP 

IN THE TREE BEGINS TO GO DOWN YOU WON ' T  LIVE LONG 

wrapped up in a s ingle . 
paper , and every time you 
take a drink , you go tta 
give it  something to drink. 
[There are a number of 
these rites in HOODOO o f
fering food or drink or 
both to absent person . ] 
(Water or liquor? ) [New 
Orleans , ( 874) , 14 34 : 3 . ] 
11857 . I could take j us t  
about three s trands of  
hair o f  your head and go 
t o  a tree . And I would 
put it on the suns et s ide 
of that tre e ,  where the 

sun goes down on that hair . And j us t  take a long spike nail and b ore a hole in 
that tree . And ball all that hair up on the s unset side of the tree , b ut it has 
go t to be when the sap is up in the tree . By what I mean by the sap is when the 
leaves is on the tree . And bore a hole in that tree and s tick that hair up in 
there , and drive that nail in there behind it . And when the sun commence to go 
down ,  that cause you to have headache , don ' t you see . And this headache will get 
worse every day , and from that it will drive you crazy , and from crazy it will 
kill you .  [you do this ] when the sap is up , because when the sap begins to go 
down you won ' t l ive very long . [New Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 1347 : 7 . ] 

11858 .  Dey carry dat to a tree . 
( This hair from your head ? )  
Yes , sir . Take and put it in a 

put it  in de tree . And I hear ' em 
tree , and bore a hole in de tree firs t ,  and 
say dey take i t  and make a peg , like a stop

BORE HOLE IN TREE - INSERT HAIR - STOP UP WITH PEG 
GIVE YOU LOCKED BOWELS - UNLESS DOCTOR TAKES IT OUT 

per , you know , and put it 
in de tree and s top it  up 
in dere . Heard ' em say 
dat , yes , s ir . S tay in 

dere so many days . I f  you don ' t get 
why you ' ll - you bound to go [ die ] . 

( S topped up ? )  

somebody [hoodoo doctor ] t o  take i t  off you , 
You ' re s topped up . 

Yes , give you what dey call locked bowels [which will kill you . No M. D .  can 
help you . A common belief ] . 

( I  see . )  [Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  (444) , 418 : 4 . ] 
11859 . Take yore hair an ' a piece of yore clo thes an ' nail it  into a �· 

Ah ' ve heard of  dat .  -
(Wha t will that do ? )  
Well , dat ' ll dry yo ' up , kill yo ' by degrees ; yo ' know , j is '  dry yo ' dat 

way . [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 2954 : 8 . ] 
11860 . I had ano ther fellah one t ime 

here at Greenville Sound , fisherman . [ I  
tell me s omepin about he ' s  out down 
failed t o  ask whether professional or 

MAN FINDING WILD HAIR IN BIS CUIT IMMEDIATELY GOES 
IO HOODOO DOCTOR WHO SAYS THIS WOMAN WAS TRYING TO 
TAKE HIM FROM HIS WIFE - ALSO FEEDING HIM HER BLOOD 

amateur . ] He was a great 
fisherman . An' be was 
gain ' with a woman down 
there an ' this woman knew 
his wife . Well , they were 

good pals . An '  he said he would alwars go by this woman 1 s house of a mornings 
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before he ' d  go to an ' fro to git in the water f ishin ' . An '  also would take his 
lunches along with him .  The mos t  mornin ' s  he went on back by there an ' go t his 
lunches . He said he didn ' t pay i t  no mind , he s aid . Ni ce ho t but termilk b is
cuits an ' good b reakfas t an ' lunch , you know , an ' go t on the b oat [ sounds like 
one o f  those commercial fishermen s t ill about in 19 36- 3 7 ] .  He said finally he 
go t a little hungry . Later on , he said , he thought to  himself he ' d pull out his 
lunch an ' take a b i te an ' continue fishing . Finally , after all , he said one mind 
j is '  drivin ' him to eat , an ' one [mind ] would drive him no t to ; an ' one would 
drive him to eat an ' one would drive him not to . An '  after awhile , somehow or 
other his mind drove him to go ahead an ' open up the package . An ' he opened up 
this package an ' spread it  out acrost  his lap ,  an ' pulled open a biscuit , an ' 
there was a b ig wild [ loose ] hair in i t . An '  he j is '  clo se that b is cuit right 
back up an ' went to  this same o ld man [ root doctor ] over here on North an ' Wal
nut [ about whom informant speaking had p revious ly ] called [ something ? ] George . 
An '  he told [ the fisherman ] he said , " I f  you eat [had eaten ] that biscui t with 
that hair in there , " he said , " that ' s  w ' at it  was put there for ,  to run to crazy , 
b ecause she wanted t o  gi t be tween you an ' your wife . An '  she found she couldn ' t 
gi t you all by yourself , so she fix [hoodooed ] i t  that way . 11 An ' he also told 
him he had b een fed fe r a long long time o f f  of her minist�tion [ mens trual 
blood ] . He said she t ake it an ' make it  up in his b read an ' gave to him to eat ." 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 316 ) , 2 48 : 1+85 . ] 

1186 1 .  {BRIEF AS WELL AS CONDENSED RITES , WITH KEY WORDS UNDERLINED , BEGIN 
HERE IN FOLLOWING ORDER : WEAR� TREE� RUNNING WATER� BOTTLE� BURY� AND MISCELLA
NEOUS. ] 

A man sews up s ome o f  a woman ' s  hair and wears i t  to make her love him .  
[Mob ile 891 : 1 1 .  ] 

1186 2 .  A woman s ews up a man ' s hair in a piece o f  his shirt tail and wears it 
in her bosom for love:- [Wilmington 26 1 : 3+85 . ] 

--
1 186 3 .  A woman wraps a man ' s  hair in p aper and wears it on  her  b osom for 

love . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 
1186 4 .  She t akes hair from a man ' s head and some from her own head , ties it 

with thread , puts i t  in a bag with her fingernai ls , and wears it � her b osom 
for love . [Wilmington 25 2 : 4+85 . ]  

1 1865 . If  you � p ers on ' s hair in b o t t le , that person will follow you . 
[Norfolk 4 7 5 :  1 .  ] 

1 1866 . Hair and Hearts Co Zogne in b o ttle are worn for love . [Wilmington 
25 7 :  1+85 . ] 

1186 7 . Carry p erson ' s hair and f ingernails in bottle with Hearts Co Zogne for 
love . [Wi lmington , 169 : 3+85 . ] 

----1186 8 .  Woman s t ops up man ' s private hair in a bo t t le with Hearts Co Zogne and 
whiskey and wears . [Wilmington 25 7 : 9+85 . ] 

11869 . Woman wears man ' s hai r and perfume on b reas t for love . [Wilmington 
188 : 4+85 . ]  

1 1870 . Seat o f  drawers , 2 s trands o f  hair from le ft armpit , 1 s trand from 
privates { =  3 s trands o f hair ] ,  tag it [ sew i t ]  hair in seat o f  drawers , Joakey 
CZub per fume put on , put [ a  little o f  the perfume ]  in bot tom of shoe - right 
[ one and for love ] . [Memphis ,  ( 9 6 3) , 15 55 : 3 . ]  

118 71 .  " [A man can ] take her hair , you know , and dress it [p repare i t  magi
cally wi th per fume , or his urine , or  p ins , or all sorts of  things , and wear it ]  
in de band of his hat [ for love ] . "  [Memphis 2 73 7 : 3 . ] 

11872 . If a man wears a woman ' s  pub ic hair in his hatband , she can have no 
one excep t him .  [Mob ile 9 5 3 : 2 . ]  

11873.  Hair is worn ins ide sweatband o f  hat for love . [ Snow Hil l ,  Md . ,  13 : 1. ]  



11874 . 
for love . 

11875 . 
4 19 : 3 . ]  

11876 . 
neck in a 
--1187 7 .  
340 : 4 . ] 
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Woman takes hair from man ' s  head and her head and wears over her heart 
[Wilmington 2 36 : 5+85 . ] 
To hold his love woman ties man ' s hair on he r leg . [Petersburg , Va . ,  

To ho ld woman , � cut s hair from her privates and wears it  around his 
bag made from o ld carpet . [ Richmond 3 7 1 : 2 . ] 

Man sews up woman ' s  hair in seat of  his pants for love . [Richmond 

11878 . Wrap up hair and tie with b lack thread and wear in pocket for love . 
[Wilming ton 9 1 :  2+85-.-]- --

118 79 . To ho ld woman , man ob tains hair from her head , adds lodes tone , wrap s  
these in to a p iece o f  r e d  f lannel ,  and in to this package weaves 3 needles cros s
ing one ano the r � [ the common rimles s  wheel devi ce or  emb lem already given a 
numb er of  times elsewhere : No . 5 7 20 , p . 29 20 , l . lO , v . 4 ;  No . 8214 , p . 34 4 7 , v . 4 ;  
and No . 9 796 , p . 385 3 ,  v . 5 ;  cf . No . l018 1 ,  p . 39 6 1 ,  v . 5 ] . This p ackage he carries 
in his pocket or keep s elsewhere . [ Compare this rite wi th following 5 needles 
one ,  HAIR 118 84 . ] [Memphis , informant ( 9 6 3) , 15 5 5 : 8 . ] 

1 1880 . Pub i c  hair kep t in pocke tbook for love . [ Ocean City by Ediphone . ]  
1188 1 .  A �  keeps woman ' s  hair i n  his pocke tbook so  that she won ' t qui t 

him.  [Mob ile 9 5 3 : 3 . ] 
--11882 . You may � person ' s hair any p lace or  keep it in your pocketb ook 
for love . [Hampton , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

1188 3 .  Woman puts man ' s  p riva te hair in a bag and wears it over her privat es . 
[ Ri chmond 29 7 : 7 . ] 

1188 4 . For love , flat ten out a lock o f  hair from person wan ted , � i t  into 
a flat package , and in to the clo th weave 5 needles , 3 down and � like this : 
T 1 T 1 T, an alternating design that will b e  found els ewhere . Wear this package 
� the right s i de of your body . [ Compare this rite with the p receding 3 needles 
one No . ll8 7 9 . ]  [Memphis , informan t ( 9 71)  15 70 : 4 . ] 

118 85 . Man wears plat of  woman ' s  hair in his shirttail while away from home 
to keep woman ' s  love [ to keep o the r men away ] .  [Wilmington 248 : 3+85 . ]  

11886 . You can control a person by wearing his or her hair in your shoe . 
[Washington , D . C . , 8 13 : 8 . ] 

1188 7 .  " To keep p erson under 
son ' s  head and wear it under the 

118� Somet imes " to con trol 
shoe , inserts his hai r ,  and lays 
884 : 8 . ] 

your feet , take hair from the mold of the per
inner sole o f  your shoe . "  [Mob ile  8 78 : 8 . ] 
his mind , "  a woman "'SPlits the inner sole o f  her 
a paper insole over i t  and wears . [Mob ile 

11889 . "Take a plat of her hair . . •  put it in your left . . •  shoe • • •  go t her until 
yo ' re tyed [ tired ] of  ' er .  Dat ho lds her . "  [ Little Rock 146 0 : 9 . ] 

11890 . "Wear person ' s hair in your shoe to ho ld . "  [ Little Rock 1465 : 5 . ] 
1189 1 .  A woman may wear a man ' s  hair in the toe o f  her shoe and keep it � 

with her urine to hold him down . "  [ Richmond 36 5 : 5 . ] 
11892 . Sew p erson ' s  hair into a pie ce o f  co t ton and wear it in your shoe and 

that person will love you.  [Elizab eth City 390 : 4+85 . ]  
1189 3 .  " I  heard o f  people taking your hair and put it in a rag , j es t  tie it 

up in some way and put it in their shoe - � it in their shoe ; and it would b e  
some way that it would affect you, and i t  would bring you to at tract your mind 
toward them . " [ Richmond , Va . , ( 39 1 ) , 46 4 : 4 . ] 

1189 4 .  Hair from mold o f  head may be worn in toe o f  shoe for love . [Wilming
ton 129 : 2+85 . ]  

1189 5 .  Person ' s hair is 
1189 6 .  I f  a woma�kes 

worn in shoe for love . [ Richmond 340 : 4 . ] 
hair from a man ' s�d ,  wraps around it some hair 
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from her p rivates , and wears this in her shoe or about waist o r �. the man 
canno t go anywhe re . [Washing ton , D . C . , 79 6 : 5 . ]  

1189 7 .  To bring a man back , she t akes some of his hair , twists  it tightly , 
puts peach plan t [ tree ? ] roo t  and heart root with it , covers it with assafeti da , 
and wears in her shoe . [Norfolk 4 3 7 : 3 . ] 

11898 . Pubic  hair o f  opposite s ex worn in right shoe fo r love . [ Fredericks
burg by Ediphone . ]  

1189 9 . Woman takes s ome o f  man ' s  p rivate hair , t ies it in a piece of  clo th , 
and wears it in the toe of  her shoe to keep him. [Wi lmington 130 : 7 . ] 

11900 . To keep man home , cut hair from mold o f  head , under the �' and 
from priva tes , and wear these next to your skin . [Newport News 5 12 : 3 . ]  

11901 . I f  s omeone t ies up your hair with a string and wears it next to the 
skin , that wil l give you a headache [ p resumably until you love the person ] .  
[Richmond 3 18 : 1 3 . ] 

11902 . " To have man under her f eet , "  woman wore his hair between he r bare 
feet and s to ckings . [Mobile 899 : 1 . ] 

---- ----

119 0 3 .  Woman wears man ' s private hair in the hem of her skirt o r  pe t ticoat . 
[ Richmond 349 : 3 . ] 

11904 . To b r ing a man back ,  a woman may take hair from the mo le of his he ad 
and wear it in the hem of her underskirt . [Wilmington 185 : 8+85 . ]  

11905 . Wrap hair in new clo th and wear it about waist for love . [El izab eth 
City 346 : 4 . ] -- ---

11906 . Man t akes hair from mold o f  woman ' s  head , � it in to a package , 
keep s damp with whiskey , and wears it to hold her love . [ Richmond 303 : 1 . ] 

119 0 7-119 10 . The p erson whose hair is s topp ed up in a ho le bored in to a 
� will go crazy . [ Snow Hill , M�5 : 1 ;  Boxiron , Md . ,  by hand ; St . James 
(near Pocomoke City , Md . )  by hand ; and Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 

119 11 . Bore hole into tree and in it s t op up p erson ' s hair to run him crazy . 
[Washington , D . C . , 8 3 7 : 3 . ] 

11912 . If  you nail a person ' s hair to a tree - usually by first making a nai l  
hole and then inserting the hair - that person wil l go crazy af t er the bark grows 
� the ho le . { Ocean City , Md . , by  Ediphone . ] 

11913 . You can give a person a headache by b oring a ho le in a tree and plug
ging up some o f  his hair . ( O ld Point  Comfort , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

11914 . By boring a hole in a tree and s topping up in it some o f  victim ' s 
hair , you give him a headache . [Wilmington 116 : 7+85 . ]  
----119 15 . Hair from mold of head s topped up in tree hole runs vi ctim crazy . 
[Norfolk 45 7 : 7 . ) 

11916 . If you are s topp ing up a per s on ' s hair to harm him or her , it mus t  
come from the mold of the head , the vital spot o f  a person ' s b o dy .  [Wilming ton 
171 : 4+85 . ]  

119 17 .  If  you bore a hole in a tree and stop up a person ' s  hair in it , it 
wil l either run the pers on crazy or� of  town . [ For a long time I could no t 
unders tand how hair s topped up in a tree could run a person out o f  town . No thing 
could be more illogical ! Gradually I learned that in tention or wish was more 
power ful than act ion or symbo lism . ]  [Wi lming ton 74 : 3+85 . ] 

119 18 . To kill a person bore a hole in a tree and s top up some o f  his hair . 
[ Deal Island , Md . ,  2 1 : 3 . ) 

119 19 . " Cut couple s t rands out a  her hair s ee ,  and take it to a tree an ' nail 
it up in de tree . S ee .  We ll , dat makes de woman love de man mo ' b et ter . [ Lit
tle Rock, Ark . , (902) , 14 7 4 : 12 . ] 

11920 . I f  you wind a pers on ' s hair around a small nail and drive i t  into a 
t ree , tha t person will have a headache the res t  of his life . [ Frederi cksburg 
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b y  Ediphone . ]  
119 2 1 .  Wrap hair around a nai l ,  drive it into tree when sap is r�s �ng , and 

run hair owner crazy . [ Richmond 3 2 8 : 4 .  119 2 2 . A Z.so Fredericksburg by Ediphone. ] 
119 2 3 . I f  s omeone cuts a hole in a t ree that stands in running water and 

stops up in it some of your hair , you will lose your mind . [Wilmington 269 : 6+85 . ]  
119 24 . You can kill a person b y  airtight ing some of his hair in a small bot

tle and s topping it up in a hole you have b ored in to a tree . [Wilmington 2 28 : 3+ 
85 . ]  

119 25 . " Split point of nail , lay hair in split , drive into tree at bottom, 
runs crazy . "  [ The spli t t ing o f  the point o f  a nai l  here , o f  cour s e ,  is impossi
b le .  Informant is talking here about a wooden peg , which is us ed in many tree 
rites . "At bo t tom" somet imes means exposed root or  beginning of  roo t at bot tom 
of tree . ] [ Richmond 302 : 10 . ] 

11926 . I f  a person buries your hair under the !£2! of a tree on the left
hand s ide as he approaches tree , you will lose  your mind . [Washington , D . C . , 
79 9 : 5 . ] 

1192 7 .  I f  you nail a p erson ' s hair to the lef t  s ide o f  a tree [ the side to 
your lef t as you approach tree ] that person will die with a headache . [Newport 
News 5 02 : 6 . ]  

--

119 28 . Drive victim ' s hair in to the righ t  s ide of  tree a s  you approach i t  
t o  drive vi ctim crazy , but you mus t � a rus ty nai l .  [ Richmond 33 7 : 1 . ] 

11929 . " They tell me , if  a person wanta � you crazy , they kin take a couple 
locks of  your hair , and take a rusty nai l  and drive it � the right hand s ide of 
a tree [ the right side of the tree as you app roach it ] . "  [ Richmond 46 1 : 1 . ] 

119 30 . " Go to the forks of the road where ' s  a tree a t ,  git young girl ' s  
� • • •  the right-hand s ide of the fork • • •  take that hair and drive it in that 
� and it will make her wonder [wander ] away . "  [New Orleans 1142 : 1 . ] 

119 31 . Victim' s hair must b e  s topped up in north side of  tree to run him 
crazy . [Nor folk 4 80 : 5 . ] 

119 32 . Wrap victim' s hair around a nail , name it , drive it  in to the nor th 
side of a tree , and i t  will run vict im crazy after 9 days . [ Richmond 36 7 : 2 . ] 

119 33 .  Go to a swamp and on the nor th s ide o f  a black gum tree bore a hole 
into which you push vict im ' s hair . Then trim a � and gradually drive it into 
the hole , making one b low on the peg and wishing each morning for 9 days . What
ever you wish will happen . [This peg into a hole with one Z.iak on each of 9 
mornings is a common theme in HOODOO. ] [Washington , D . C . , 8 39 : 1 . ] 

119 34 . " They take your hair and they bore a hole in the tree t owards the 
sunrise [hole on east s ide o f  tree ] and they s top the hair up and that would 
kil l you . " [New Orleans 136 6 : 5 . ] 

119 35 . Bore hole on eas t s ide of  tree and s top up person ' s hair to give him 
a headache . [ Richmond 3 33 : 9 . ] 

119 36 . I f  someone carries your hair to a tree early in the morning , j us t  � 
the sun begins to shine on the !£!!, and drives your hair under the bark on the 
eas t side o f  the tree , you will go crazy . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

119 3 7 . I f  you wrap victim ' s hair in a piece o f  paper and nail it into a £!!!:, 
with a new nail a t  sunris e ,  this will give the victim a headache . [Baltimore 
46 : 10 . ] 

119 3 8 .  Lay person ' s hair in hollow o f  a tree or where b irds can find it and 
.ake a nes t , and the lat�will run the person crazy . [ Baltimore 59 : 2 . ] 

119 39 .  To drive a person ' s hair into a tree roo t  runs that person crazy . 
[Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

11940 . " [He ] t ake her hair and t ie in kno t ,  put under root of tree or around 
his neck , make her love hi� [ Richmond 36 4 : 2 . ] 
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119 4 1 .  "You can take the hair and a rus ty nai l ,  wrap the hair around the nail 
and take i t  and drive i t  in a tree • • •  you won ' t live . "  [New Orleans 113 3 : 3 . ] 

11942 . Put hair in fork o f  t ree ; " they ' l l go crazy . " [Here we have the "Y" 
fork of the road where a pers on mus t  choose one of two roads . He goes crazy not 
being abl e  to make a choice . The hair o f  course  is  either nai led into the bot tom 
of the "V" or s t opped up into a ho le b ored there . ]  [Mobi le 9 19 : 2 . ] 

1194 3 .  I f  you thread a needle with a person ' s  hair and drive the needle int o 
a tree , that wil l  give the p erson a headache . [Norfolk 4 76 : 10 . ] 

1194 4 .  On the growing o f  the moon is the proper time to bore a hole into a 
� and to put in to it  victim ' s hair and 9 tenpenny nails . Thi s will run vict im 
crazy in 9 days . [Norfolk 49 1 : 6 . ] 

11945 . Her private hair and hair from the mold of his head , s topped up in a 
tree or in a bo t tle with Hearts Co logne will run the man crazy about her . [Nor
folk 45 7 : 8 . ] 

11946 . A person who s e  hair is s t oppe d  up in a hollow tree wil l go crazy . 
[ Snow Hill 3 : 2 . ] 

119 4 7 . Bore a hole in a rea l green tree [ as the s ap is rising ] , plug up p er
son ' s hair , hit plug once each morning for 9 mornings , and the person will die . 
[Bal timore 62 : 3 . ] 

119 4 8 .  "Nail girl ' s  hair from head in to maple tree . Futher [ farther ]  nail 
it in , more she love you . " [ Richmond 36 4 : 1 . ] 

1194g:--"To run ' em crazy , take [ person ' s ]  hair , go to a oak tree , take a nail 
and drive so it [hair ] up in a [ the ] t ree [ to make owner o f  hair ] crazy and keep 
with headache . "  [Memphis  ( 9 6 0  " excellen t  hoodoo woman" ) 1545 : 4 . ] 

119 50 . Your � thrown in to running water makes you wander . [Washington , 
D . C . , 814 : 3 . ] 

11951 . "They can take hair and throw it overboard with the going-out tide 
and run you away . Well , you leave home then . "  [Elizab eth City 4 7 1 : 7 . ] 

11952 . " I ' ve heard them s ay you can take a s trand of hair and throw it in 
running wa ter and caus e them to go crazy . "  [ Snow Hill 13 : 4 . ] 

119 5 3 . Throw person ' s  � into running water and wish person to lose mind . 
[ Ri chmond 2 90 : 2 . ] 

1195 4 . "They say if you get hold of  your [ someone ' s ]  hair and take it and 
carry and throw it � your left shoulder in [ into ? ] run� water , they say 
it ' ll run you [ the person whose hair you took ] crazy . " [ Ri chmond 380 : 2 . ] 

11955 . Hair thrown into running water : " it ' ll run you into de insane asylum 
or any kind of dest itut ed way . "  [Mob ile 889 : 1 .  ] 

11956-119 6 1 .  I f  you throw a person ' s hair in to running water , it will � 
that person crazy . [Nor folk 465 : 2 ;  Richmond 335 : 6 ;  Snow Hill 12 : 4 ;  Ocean City , 
Hd. , by Ediphone ; Wilmington 165 : 4+85 ; and Fredericksb urg by Ed iphone . This be
lief is known everywhere . ]  

11962 . If you throw a person ' s hair in to running wa ter , that person will go 
there and drown himself . [ Snow Hil l ,  Md . , 11 : 4 . ] 

11963. '�ou wish this spel l  upon a person , throw this hair in [ running ] 
water, and whatever spell • • •  say you wished you [ the other person ] to go blind or 
to lose your aind . Wel l ,  usually they say that the hair will wo rk upon the mind , 
tha"'t"tii'at vould cause you to  lose your senses . "  [You wish spel l  as you throw . ] 
[Kidmood 338 : 2 . 1 

11964 . If you stop up a person ' s hair in a small b ot tle and throw it into a 
tidal river , as t ide comes and goes vict im ' s mind wil l come and go . [Wilmington 
111 : 11+85 . ] 

1.1965 . You may bottle a person ' s hair with heartshorn per[wne [Hearts Co logne ] 
and throw it into running water to run a person crazy . [ That term heartshorn , a 
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misp ronunciation for Hearts Co Zogne , gave me trouble until I finally realized 
either some informants could no t pronounce the word cologne or confused it with 
the obsolete pharmaceut ical term hartshorn , that is , spirit of hartshorn. [Wil
mington 2 70 : 5+85 . ] 

11966 . Hair is taken from the left side o f  vict ims head , s topped up in a 
bot tle , and thrown into running water to run a person crazy . [Wilmingto� 
262 : 1+85 . ]  

119 6 7 . I f  you put a person ' s hair in a bo ttle and throw it over your shoulder 
in to running water while curs ing , i t  will � the person intended crazy . [Wil
mington 1 7 2 : 8+85 . ] 

1 19 6 8 .  Put person ' s  hair in b o t tle , s top it up ,  go to running wate r ,  call 
person ' s name 3 t imes , and throw bottle into water to � him or her crazy .  
[Wilmington 12 7 : 1+85 . ]  

1196 9 . You can run a person crazy by s topping up his hair and urine in a 
b o t tle and throwing it into running water . (Wilmington 89 : 1+85 . ]  

119 70 .  To stop up person ' s hair in a bot tle and throw it into running water 
makes him a wanderer . [Wilming ton 250 : 6+85 . ] 

119 7 1 .  S ew up victim' s  hair with concentrated lye and red pepper in a red 
flannel bag, s top up la t ter in a bo ttle , and throw bo t tle into running water to 
run victim crazy . [Wilmington 148 : 5+85 . ]  

1 1 9 72 . A woman goes to the forks o f  a road , makes a cros smark on the ground , 
picks up some o f  the dirt , put s these with a man ' s hair , and buries at her home 
to hold him .  To put him to going she s tops thes e ingredients up into a black 
bo ttle and throws it into  running water . [Memphis 1550 : 8 . ] 

119 7 3 .  Pick a small hole into a � chicken �' remove the raw egg , insert 
a person ' s  hair , toss the eggshell into running water , the person whose hair it 
is will go crazy. [Nor folk 49 2 : 10 . ] 

119 74 . "Cut de hair out chore head and t ie i t  up in a rag and tie a brick 
into it where it ' ll sink . Jus t throw it in�e river and you ' ll always be  
travel in ' • " [ Richmond 390 : 10 . ] 

119 75 . I f  you s top up a person ' s hair with sal t  and pepper in a snuffbox and 
throw i t  in to running water while wishing and then walk away without looking bac� 
you will ei ther run the owner of the hair out of t own or run him crazy . [Memph is 
1545 : 5 . ]  

119 76 . I f  you t ie a person ' s  hair into a handkerchief and throw it in to run
ning water , i t  will run that person crazy . [Petersburg , Va . ,  42 6 : 1 . ] 

119 7 7 .  I f  you tie a person ' s  hair into  a handkerchie f and throw i t  over your 
left shoulder in to-running wa ter , the victim wi ll soon leave that place:--[Peters
burg , Va . , 426 : 6 . ] 

1 19 7 8 .  They split a [at spZinter [ splinter from a fat pine or fat- Zighter 
?ine , stick some o f  vict im' s hair into the split , tie split to hold him there , 
and throw splinter into running water to � victim crazy . [Wilmington 141 : 6+85. ] 

119 79 . If you t ie a person ' s hair in to a rag and t ie the rag to a brick and 
drop the brick into running water , the owner of the hair will always be travel� 
ing . [ Richmond 29 2 : 9 . ] 

119 80 . Lay � in snuffbox with graveyard dirt , tenpenny nails , needles , 
pins , and throw into river ; " run you off . "  [Mobile 883 : 3 . ] 

119 81 . "Get s trand of hair from man and woman , tie these together , throw into 
running water , will separate them i f  they ' re go ing together . "  [ This is a s trange 
piece of magi c ,  t o  tie a man and woman together to separate them ! Yet the inten
tion is more powerful than the symbo lism , and b es ides , running water flows be
�een them . ] [Wi lmington 10 8 : 1+85 . ]  

11982 . If  you b o t tle a person ' s hair with graveyard dirt , cayenne pepper 
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and perfume and throw it into running water , you will run your victim crazy . 
[Wilmington 2 71 : 1+85 . ] 

11983 . Tie 9 kno ts in person ' s  hair and throw into running water , having 
first turned around 9 t imes while wishing victim will never return . [Washing ton , 
D . C . , 83 7 : 2 . ] 

119 84 . They mix your hair with human excremen t ,  add salt and vinegar , and 
throw it into running water before sunup to run you crazy . [Washington , D . C . , 
822 : 3 . ] 

119 85 . Airtight a person ' s  � in a bot tle to make him crazy . [Newport 
News 513 : 2 . ] 

119 86 . Dey git a plait chure hair out de mole [mold ] of  yore haid an ' s top 
i t  up in a bot tle an ' yo ' kin run ' em crazy . Yo ' � kin take dere pic ture an ' 
bury it on de face an ' dat will run ' em crazy , maybe even death . [Memphis , 
2 7 34 : 13 . ] 

119 8 7 . How they run you crazy . They take a s trand o f  your hair , or either 
any kind of it . They s top it  up in a bo t tle tigh t ,  tigh t .  That ' s  all they go t
ta do with that . [New Orleans 1405 : 5 . ] 

119 88 . Take yore hair an ' run yo ' crazy shore [ sure ] . Take yore hair an ' 
stop an ' put it in a bottle , an ' as long as dey keep dat hair intuh a b ottle 
airtight , why it runs yo ' f inely [ finally ] crazy . [ S t .  Pet ersburg,  Fla . , ( 9 9 8) , 
16 14 : 4 . ] 

1 1989-11990 . Your hair buried in a bo ttle will drive you crazy . [ Richmond 
323 : 3 ;  Wilmington 108 : 7+85 . ]  

1 1991 . S top up in a b o t tle for love , hair from the mole [mold ] o f  the head . 
[Wilmington 250 : 2+85 . ]  

--
11992 .  Man ' s hair plaited and s topped up in bot tle b r ings him back .  [Wil

mington 242 : 1+85 . ]  
119 9 3 .  S top up a person ' s hair in a bottl e  and bury it  on a river bank near 

water to � the person crazy . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 
1199 4 . To run a person crazy , stop up his hair in a bo t t le and bury it under 

his doorstep so  that the mouth of  the bottle  points towards the hous e .  [Wilmin
ton 119 : 4+85 . ] 

11995 . "You j is '  take your hair [no t  of  one person but of man and �n ] an ' 
put it  in a bo ttle of  perfume , and s top it � and hide it , ££ either throw it 
away . You' ll [ either of  you] be in love wit dem . " [Wilmington 184 : 2+85 . ] 

119 9 6 . I f  you put a person ' s hair in a bottle with Hearts Perfume , the person 
whose hair it  is will love you . [Each hoodoo vender p robably had his own variety 
bearing a lab el with two o r more small red hear ts on it . ] [ Charles ton 606 : 4 . ] 

119 9 7 .  Woman p lats a man ' s  hair , puts it in a bottle of co logne , and he � 
no t go anywhere . [Charleston 5 82 : 2 . ] 

11998 .  To hold p erson ' s love , keep in bottle his or her hair , Adam- and-Eve 
� and Hearts Co logne - 3 ingredients . [Pet ersbur g ,  Va . ,  4"2 2 : 9 . ]  

11999 . For � keep person ' s hair in bo ttle wi th High John de Conkah , love 
£££! or sweet roo t ,  and Hearts Cologne . [Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  42 2 : 1 . ] 

12000 . Hair in bottle with graveyard dirt and perfume draws the owner o f  the 
hair to you . [Wilmington 114 : 6+85 . ]  

12001 .  Your � and graveyard dirt bo t tled and buried under your s tep s will 
give you a headache . [ Richmond 3 75 : 4 . ] 

12002 . I f  your � is bottled and buried , this will run you cra zy . I f  you 
are the doctor working for [ clien t ]  you find the bot tle , break it and burn the 
hair and you [patient ] will re cover . [ Snow Hill 2 : 9 . ] 

----
---rzoo3 . I f  a person cut s up vict im ' s hair , corks up p ieces in a bot tle of  
wa ter , buries bo ttle under vi ctim' s door , these p i e ces will turn into snakes and 
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run the victim crazy . 
[ This term is a rather 
knows so much he needs 
by Ediphone . ] 

The victim can be cured only by finding a "DOUBLE HEAD . "  
rare name for a "TWO-HEAD" or "TWO-HEADER, " a person who 
two heads to hold i t , a hoodoo doctor . ]  [ Fredericksburg 

12004 . If you put hair and snake b lood in a bot tle and add wine , it will 
poison the person who drinks it . [Bal timore , but information from Charlotte 
Co . ,  Va . , 60 : 1 . ] 

12005 . If you b o ttle a person ' s hair with srzai Z-she U p01.tJder and frog p01.tJder , 
you will run your victim crazy . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

12006 . S t op up in a bottle hair from top of person ' s head [ the mold ] with ! 
needles and 9 p ins and � under door . Victim ,  usually a man , cannot leave that 
house permanently . [Washington , D . C . , cylinder number forgo tten . ] 

1200 7 . I f  s omeone bottles your hair and urine with 9 new needles and 9 new 
pins , and buries it , it  will run yo�azy . [ Newport News by Ediphone . ] 

1 2008 .  Hair o f  pers on buried to bring him or her back home . [ New Orleans 
115 8 : 9 . 1 

12009 . She can bury a lock o f  the man ' s hair at the doorstep to make him re
turn home . [Berlin , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

12010 . !!!!£ f rom the mo ld o f  a woman ' s  head is  wrapped in clo th and buried 
at a man ' s doors tep to hold her there or to bring her to his house . [Norfolk 
49 4 : 9 . ] 

12011 . "They could bury your hair [ in the ground ] and that moult chew away . " 
[New Orleans 1145 : 2 . ] 

12012 . Bury hair to � its owner crazy . [Norfolk 448 : 4 . ] 
12013 .  Bury your hair ; give you headaches . [Mobile 9 6 8 : 7 . ] 
12014 . Bury person ' s hair in the ground , pray over i t ,  and " ask evil influ

ence upon this hair that owner will lose his mind . "  [Washington , D . C . 8 38 : 4 . ] 
----12015 . To run you crazy , they bur;:llnder your doorstep : your �' finger
nails , toenails ,  and a piece of a garment you have worn next to your skin [Nor
folk 4 2 7 : 3 . ] 

1 2016 . You can � a person ' s hair with the measure of  his foot track to run 
him crazy .  [ Fredericksburg b y  Ediphone . ]  

12017 . Hair from mo ld o f  head , inner sole of shoe , one tenpenny nail , bury 
at doors tep . That ' ll  make them love you . [Mobile 9 18 : 6 . ] 

12018 . I f  you mix a person ' s hair with sal t  and vinegar and E.!!!!. it , you will 
run him crazy . [Wilmington 216 : 3+85 . ] 

1 2019 . If  you bury a pers on ' s � in graveyard he will lose his mind . 
[Washington , D . C . , 8 38 : 4 . ] 

120 20 . Hair buried in a graveyard will  make you crazy . [Petersburg , Va . , by 
Ediphone . ]  

120 2 1 .  Hair buried in a graveyard runs its owner crazy , or runs him away , 
or make a wanderer o f  him .  [Baltimore 44 : 3 . ] 

120 22 . I f  someone buries your hair in a graveyard , you will never recover 
from the headache it will cause you . [Wilmington 90 : 2+85 . ] 

120 2 3 .  Tie up a person ' s  hair with thread , or cork it  up in a bo ttle , � 
wrap it  up in a piece of  red f lannel ,  and then � it � the foot of  a mean 
person ' s  grave to run crazy the owner o f  the hair . [Wilmington 111 : 8+85 . ]  

12024 . To keep his love , woman takes piece of his clo thes , graveyard dirt , 
soaks them in vinegar and turpentine , wraps tigh t ,  seals i n  j ar ,  and buries 
under steps . [ Richmond 34 1 : 6 . ] 

12025 . Write your [victim ' s ]  � on paper , seal it up with your [victim ' s ]  
hairbrush or comb , bury in graveyard ,  and you [victim] lose your hair . [Wash
ington , D . C . , 8 29 : 9 . ] 
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12026 . To send a man away , wrap up in a rag some of  his hair with 2 needles 
and several pins , and � this package � the bank o f  a river . [Here again we 
have one of  these many rites in which the victim is buried to send him traveling! ] 
[ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

1202 7 . , They use 9 strands of  your h!!E, sprinkle � and black pepper over , 
and bury : 'you will soon go away , ramb ling and drifting around . "  [Mobile 875 : 5 . ]  

12028 . I heard o f  people taking your hair and put it in a bottle and � 
s trands of  hair , they say ,  and 9 needles and 9 pins . They say they take that 
b o ttle some [ o f ] ' em and bury it under your doors t ep to do you harm. [Wilming
ton 72 : 6+85 . ]  

12029 . " They say they could take your hair and pray over it  for you to die 
on a cer tain date . When that certain date come you ' ll die . "  [ Richmond 45 9 : 4 . ] 

12030 . I f  anyone b urns your hair , you will lose your mind . [ Old Point 
Comfort ,  Va . ,  by E diphone . ]  -- - --

12031 . If  a man ties a piece o f  a woman' s hair around the s tems o f  2 unlight
ed  matches , � this into red f lannel and lays package under her [his ? ] s teps , 
she ' ll soon come to the man doing this . [Richmond 29 8 : 2 . ] 

12032 . A girl may puta man ' s  hair from his head in a [ingezo ring [no t in 
earring ] and � i t  to break him up from ano ther woman . [ Richmond 29 7 : 8 . ] 

12033 . If  a woman b o ils a man ' s  hair in the food he eats , he will be  under 
her control .  [ Jacksonville 751 : 2 . ] 

12034 . A woman seals a man ' s  hair into a litt le hole in the mortar of  the 
fireplace flue to keep him near her . [Elizabeth City 390 : 5 . ] 

12035 . A woman may cut hair from a man ' s  head , put it in a sack , keep it � 
her s ide o f  the bed in the mat tress , and sleep on it  all the t ime for love . 
[Memphis 1560 : 3 . ] 

12036 . Woman wraps s ome o f  man ' s  private hair around a hairpin or two small 
pins , adds graveyard dirt , sews into a bag , and hides it  in the bed . [The 2 
prongs o f  the hairpin or 2 ordinary pins probably symbolize the man and woman 
bound together . ]  [Richmond 3 74 : 3 . ] 

12037 . Hair from her armpit soaked in his whiskey will bring a present from 
him and create love . [ Charleston 5 72 : 4 . ]  

120 38 . " S ometimes , they say ,  that they can take your hair and throw i t  away 
and cause you to go crazy . " [ There are p robably many reasons for this but one 
of the best known is b irds will get your hair and use it in building a nest . ]  
[Elizabeth City 556 : 8 . ] 

120 39 . [They ] " take your hair an ' put it in a snuffbox and put it under the 
doorstep and you can ' t leave ' em . " [Vicksburg 1002 : 13 .  ] 

--
12040 . If  you throw out a person ' s hair so that a b ird can get it  for making 

a nest , that person will have a headache as long as that hair is there . [Rich
mond 384 : 6 . ] 

12041 . Some say the headache of the preceding wil l last only until mat ing 
season is over . [Richmond 334 : 9 . ] 

1204 2 . Either bury person ' s hair or put it over a door  to keep him or her 
from running around. [Wilmington 169 : 4 . ] 

1204 3 .  Woman makes wishes while tying knots in some of man ' s  hair and bury
ing it in the plaster of  her house . [Elizabeth City 406 : 5 . ] 

12044 . Some o f  man ' s hair sewed up in parchment [paper ] and kept in mat tress 
to keep home . [New Orleans 1170 : 4 . ] 

12045 . As a sub s t itute for hair , a woman may use dandruff from his head in 
his coffee or whiskey . He cannot leave here . [Mob ile 9 04 : 4 . ] 

12046 . She can hold his love by wrapping some o f  his hair round 9 needles 
and k!eping it hidden in the bed . [Wilmington 79 : 5+85 . ] 
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1 2047 . You take a p iece of red flannen [ flannel ]  and you dampen that wi th 
kerosene and turpen tine . Then you take a p iece of  John de Conkah and Jockey 

HAND - SIMILAR TO MOJOH OR TOBEY AND OTHER NAMES 
IS ANYTHING FROM LUCK PIECE TO A FETISH THAT IS FED 
HERE IS AN ELABORATE HAND TO KEEP FROM BEING HARMED 
ON PIECE OF NEW BROWN PAPER LAY 3 INGREDIENTS : JOHN 
DE CONKAH - SALTPETER - ANVIL DUST - WRAP TO YOU 

REST PACKAGE ON PIECE OF NEW RED FLANNEL - WRAP TO 
YOU - DAMPEN WITH 3 INGREDIENTS : KEROSENE - TURPENTINE 
JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - SEW THIS SECOND PACKAGE TO YOU 
WITH A NEW NEEDLE AND NEW NO . 8  THREAD - WISH WHILE 
SEWING - SEW THIS PACKAGE TO A PIECE OF NEW ELASTIC 
WEAR LATTER AS BELT TO PROTECT BEING HARMED BY HOODOO 

CZub [perfume ]  and a 
piece of sal tpe ter . 
(Jockey CZub pePfume ? )  
Ye s ,  Jockey CZub , and 
then you take all that 
and you pu t it into a 
lit tle new p iece of 
paper , but I mean brown 
paper . Put it  onto the 
b rown paper first and 
then put it in - put the 
d evi l ' s - annimum [ an
vi l ]  dus t .  Put annimum 

dus t in there with i t . And then wrap i t  up in that brown paper [b rown pap er for 
black person , whi te paper for whi te person is the rule ] . Wrap it to you . Wrap 
i t  right to you . And then pu t i t  in a b rand-new piece of  ' las tic [ e las tic ] . And 
then you get a new spool of  No . 8  thread , and then you wrap that good . You wrap 
it to you . S ee ,  you wrap it  to you . See , that ' s b ringing you luck . Jus t wrap 
it to you . And then you ge t  you a new needle that you ' ve never used - out o f  a 
new case [package ] .  And then you us e that b rand-new thread and you sew i t  to 
you , you know , and make your wishes . You sew i t  to you .  And then you takes that 
[package ] and tacks it onto your [ e las tic ] b e l t . You know , that piece of [ red ] 
flannen , you know , and you put that kerosene and turpentine on there , and then 
you put i t  round your wais t ,  j us t  wear righ t  round your wais t r i ght next to your 
.eat . That ' s to keep anybody from harming you . 

( I  see . )  
Annimum - an-n-
(Wai t a minu te - annimum dus t . ) [ I  am making a final e ffort to  record th is 

vord correctly . Anim and various things until later in New Orleans I knew it was 
anvil dus t . ] [Mobile , Ala . , (679) , 9 7 2 : 5 . ] 

12048 . A woman , she loved a man , an ' a ,  you know , de man kina rule huh an ' she 
cou ldn ' t  rule ' im so good . So  she went an '  g i t  a hand to make ' im do as she said 

:CCTOR RUBS WOMAN ' S  HAND WITH A SPECIAL SUBSTANCE 
1HAT MADE HER OWN HAND A HAND SHE COULD RUB ANY 
TIME SHE WANTED TO CONTROL THIS MAN SHE LIVED WITH 

do . An ' evrey time de man , 
y ou know , would go to leave 
de house , she ' d  j is ' rub huh 
[ own] hand lak dat , j is '  huh 
hand , an '  rub lak dat . An '  

dat man could be  t o  de road gwoin ' [ go ing way ] an ' he would have to turn back . 
An '  when she ' d  s ee him turn b ack , she ' d  go an ' lay down acrost  de bed , an ' de man 
would come an ' lay righ t  acros t de b ed an ' couldn ' t leave huh . She had huh hand 
�ssed to dat effeck . She keep i t  un ' neat ' huh b ed ma t tres s . An ' evrey time 
she ' d  want dis man to do lak she siys , she j is ' go an ' lay down on dat bed , you 
see, an ' rub her hand [which was a hand] an ' he couldn ' t go . [ This is my only 

example o f  such original and b rilliant thinking ! ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (190) , 
93 : 1+85 . ]  

12049 . I f  ah was cooking fo ' 
in f ood lak dat . If  dey [woman ] 

yo ' ,  why ah would use de daid skin o ff de han ' s 
was making up b read in d ey [her ] han ' s  an '  rub 

OIICE AGAIN PERSON ' S  HAND BECOMES A HAND 

I see . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  (10 6 7 ) , 17 26 : 7 . ] 

de d aid skin o f f a  de han ' s ,  an '  dat 

would [ gain] his influence . 
( Their [his ] love - in love mat ters . 
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1 20 50 . [ I  ho ld in my hand and will at tach to this manus crip t an original 
notation made in 19 3 7  while transcrib ing cylinders recently recorded at Wilming

A HAND TO FIND AND KEEP A JOB 
ton , Nor th Carolina . Al l these trans crip tions 
are pencil wri tten so that I could reduce the 
number of playbacks . Here is the brief no ta

tion : " 50¢ for (hoodoo) b ag to ge t j ob .  Tel . ( Te lediphone cylinder No . )  221 
(+85 ) . Wil . (Wilmington) No . 227 (informants number) . "  As you know , this hoodoo 
material of  mine was co llected out in the field , in the homes and hotels of 
b lack people during the Great Depression . Le t no one tell you B lack peop le 
preferred the meager dole to a j ob . There mus t be  200 rites in HOODOO for ge t
t ing or keeping a j ob !  That price 50¢ also shows the s carcity of money . ]  

1 205 1 .  " That ' s what they cal l ,  giving them a hand, a lucky bag . " [Berlin , 
Md . ,  informant No . ll ,  by Ediphone . ]  

1 205 2 .  "A hand [ is ]  made in the shape of a hand , no t of metal [ the lat ter 
sometimes called Hand of Fatima ] "  and s ome times a hand drawn on paper , � a 
person ' s own hand traced . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 361) , 29 7 : 2 . ] 

12053 . " I t ' s  some th ing mos tly in the shape of a heart , but what ' s  in i t  I 
don ' t know . This is a hand for good luck . Mos t  of those I have seen are made 
ou t o f red flanne l [ this is merely the covering or clo th b ag ] . [ For heart-shaped 
hand see No . l9 9 5 , p . 5 86 , v . l  and elsewhere . ]  [Ber lin , Md . , informant No . l l ,  
firs t after New York City , by Ediphone . ]  

1205 4 .  I was about eigh teen years o ld .  So ones t 
teller tel l me somebody trying to do somepin to me . 

RED-FLANNEL HAND - FORTUNETELLER $5 . 00 - RABBIT FOOT 

[ once ] I had a o le fortune
She could s top i t ,  i f  I give 

her five dollars . S o  I 
didn ' t have but three dol
lars . And my s tepbrother 

was with me and said , " I ' ll lend you the o ther two , Andy . "  So  I give her five 
do llars . Well , it wasn ' t  more than about a few weeks I los t i t .  ' Twas to be 
kep t in my right-hand ves t  pocke t .  

(What did i t  look like ? )  
Long as my finger . She called i t  a rabb i t  foo t ,  but I don ' t know what was in 

i t [ the b ag ] ; but it was abou t the size of my finger , in red flanne l !  [Princess 
Anne , Md . , ( 128) , 42 : 3 . ]  

1 2055 . "My mo ther s aid if you find a hand that anyone put down for you , take 
it to the river and throw i t  in swi ft running water . "  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  
( 5 3) , by E diphone . ] 

1 2056 . I have always heard the o lder people say that , i f  someone comes to 
your house and you don ' t want them back again , you make a hand for them and put 

TO STOP AN UNWELCOME VISITOR - PUT A HAND UNDER DOOR 
IF VISITOR CROSSES STEPS AGAIN HE WILL HAVE INSECTS 
UNDER SKIN OR LAMENESS FOR LIFE - THE PROBLEM HERE 
A DIFFICULT ONE NEEDS DOCTOR AND PERHAPS ACCOMPLICE 

i t  under your doors tep . 
And if this person crosses 
your doors tep again , he 
wi ll have some affliction 
put upon them [him ] . That 
afflic tion is ei ther in 

the form of some ins ect in the skin or lameness  for the res t  of their [his ] life , 
unles s  you [no t  you but the unwanted vis itor ] find the person who put this hand 
under the doors tep . I f  they [you ] confess  to it , th at will take that af flic tion 
o f f  o f  them [ victim] . I don ' t know how they p repare that hand . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  No . 46 ,  by Ediphone . ]  

1 2057 . In case i f  s ometime a man an' wife is confused , yo '  know , lak some 
confusion in de family . Some kinda dissatis faction an ' wanta bring peace an ' 
harmony , den if  yo ' kin git a lock of  de man ' s  hair or a lock of  de woman ' s hair , 
an ' go tuh de graveyard an ' git s ome graveyard dus t . An ' den git some o f  de dus t 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraf t  - Roo twork - 4275 

of dere ins teps of dey individuals ' fee t ,  see . 
(Where they walk in the ground , their track ? )  
Yes , whe ther dey bared feet or whether dey have on shoes , j es '  so it ' s  from 

de ins tep of  dey fee t .  An ' dey gi t s ome sulphur an ' some brimstone an' mix all 

HAND BURIED AT DOORS TEP TO BRING PEACE INTO FAMILY 
HAIR FROM MAN AND WOMAN - DIRT FROM THE FOOT TRACK 
INSTEP OF EACH - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 
MIX - SEW UP INTO FLANNEL - ADD FEW DROPS OF CAMPHOR 
TO KEEP IT ALIVE - BURY THIS HAND AT DOOR FOR PEACE 

up . Beat dat brims tone 
tuhge thah fine an' mix 
all dose tuhgethah . Sew 
it up intuh a flannen 
rag - cloth . Sew it up 
good an ' tigh t ,  an' yo ' 

kin drop a few drops of 
camphor ; dat ' s tub keep it alive , quicken i t . An ' j es '  put dat roun ' de  do ' s tep , 
bury i t  two or  three inches in de earth . An ' dat ' ll b ring peace in de home . 

CEDAR BUSH POUNDED UP AND SPRINKLED ON HANDWRITING 
WILL CAUSE WRITER ' S  HANDS TO BE AFFLICTED - PALSY 

[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1295) , 
2196 : 1 . 1 
1205 8 .  Dey ' l l go an' 
dey ' l l git some kinda 

somepin dey call cedar b ush , an ' dey pound up dat an ' dey sprinkle some of dat 
on yore han ' writin ' . An ' dey tell me dat ' ll cause yore han ' to be af flicted 
kinda-lak , s ay poisoned-lak yo ' have palsy han ' s .  

(You say a cedar bush ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Do they use the bark or what? Or the leaves ? )  
The leaves . Pound up de leaves . 
(Any cedar bush? ) 
Yessuh , j es '  de cedar bush dat grow out in de woods . [ S umter , s .  Car . , 

(1378) , 2448 : 2 . ] 
12059 . To separate man and woman , ge t one o f  their handwri tings - handwriting 

from one of them . On this le t te r  write their names toge ther , cut it up with 
scissors as fine as possib le , throw into fire , and make an "ugly wish" : to die , 
to go away , to s eparat e ,  etc . [Memphis , (965 , woman , excellent ,  from N .  Car . , 
her material los t except  for a few resume ' s . ] 

12060 . Burn person ' s  handwriting, if  in pencil ; burn a little each morning 
for 9 mornings to bring back ; to leave [ t o  send away or keep away ] � in ..2. 
evenings . [Memphis ,  ( 9 6 2) , 155 1 : 12 . ] 

1 206 1 . To burn up the let ter  makes wri ter nervous . [ Ri chmond 304 : 7 . ] 
1 206 2 .  Handwri ting o f  a let ter burned to make writer nervous . [Wilmington 

170 : 6+85 . 1 
1206 3 .  They burn your let ter and make wishes to cause your hand to tremble 

[paralysis ] .  [Elizabe th City 403 : 8 . ] 
12064 . In a p iece o f  clo th [puts your handwrit ing ]  and ties i t  up , and dey 

will put [ shut i t ]  up an ' you wil l wanta go and you can ' t go:--I t ' ll keep you 
tied dere all de time and h i t ' ll make you go out your mind too . 

(Your handwri ting . I s ee . )  [ Charles ton 555 : 7 . ] 
12065 . I f  you carry a person ' s handwriting in your pocke t 9 days , that � 

� will "study about chah . "  [Wilmington 116 : 3+85 . ]  
12066 . Handwri ting is � in shoes to bring person back . [Elizabeth City 

-'03 : 9 .  1 
12067 . Handwriting thrown into running water or the ebbing tide runs you 

..ay .  [ E lizabeth City 403 : 9 . ] 
12068 . Well , dey say dat yo ' kin take a dog livah an ' grind i t  up an '  take 

aa.e cow has le t . 
(You mean dung? Manure ? )  
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of dere ins teps of dey individuals ' fee t ,  see . 
(Where they walk in the ground , their track? ) 
Yes , whe ther dey bared feet or whether dey have on shoes , j es '  so it ' s  from 

de ins tep of dey fee t .  An' dey gi t some sulphur an ' some brims tone an' mix all 

HAND BURIED AT DOORSTEP TO BRING PEACE INTO FAMILY 
HAIR FROM MAN AND WOMAN - DIRT FROM THE FOOT TRACK 
INSTEP OF EACH - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 
MIX - SEW UP INTO FLANNEL - ADD FEW DROPS OF CAMPHOR 
TO KEEP IT ALIVE - BURY THIS HAND AT DOOR FOR PEACE 

up . Beat dat brims tone 
tuhgethah fine an' mix 
all dose tuhgethab . Sew 
it up intuh a flannen 
rag - clo th . Sew it up 
good an ' tigh t ,  an' yo ' 
kin drop a few drops of 

camphor ; dat ' s  tuh keep it alive , quicken i t .  An ' j es ' put dat roun ' de do ' step , 
bury i t  two or three inches in de earth . An' dat ' ll b ring peace in de home . 

CEDAR BUSH POUNDED UP AND SPRINKLED ON HANDWRITING 
WILL CAUSE WRITER' S HANDS TO BE AFFLICTED - PALSY 

[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1295) , 
219 6 : 1 . ] 
1205 8 . Dey ' ll go an ' 
dey ' l l gi t some kind a  

somepin dey call cedar b ush , an ' dey pound up dat an ' dey sprinkle some of dat 
on yore han ' writin ' . An' dey tell me dat ' ll cause yore han ' to be af flic ted 
kinda-lak , say poisoned-lak yo ' have palsy han ' s .  

(You say a cedar bush? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Do they use the bark or what? Or the leaves ? )  
The leaves . Pound up de leaves . 
(Any cedar bush? ) 
Yes s uh ,  j es ' de cedar b ush dat grow out in de woods . [ S umter , s .  Car . , 

(1 378) , 24 48 : 2 . ] 
12059 . To separate man and woman, ge t one of their handwri tings - handwriting 

from one of them . On this le tter write their names toge ther , cut it up with 
scissors as fine as poss ib le , throw into fire , and make an "ugly wish" : to die , 
to go away , to  separate , e tc .  [Memphis , ( 9 65 , woman , exce llent , from N .  Car . , 
her ma terial los t excep t for a few resume ' s . ] 

1 2060 . Burn person ' s handwriting , if in penci l ; b urn a little each morning 
for 9 mornings to bring back ; to leave [ to send away or keep away ] b urn in 1 
evenings .  [Memphis , ( 9 6 2) , 155 1 : 1 2 . ] 

1 206 1 .  To burn up the let ter makes wri ter nervous . [Ri chmond 30 4 : 7 . ] 
1 206 2 .  Handwri ting of a let ter burned to make writer nervous . [Wilmington 

170 : 6+85 . ]  
1206 3 .  They burn your le t ter and make wishes to cause your hand to tremble 

[paralys is ] .  [Elizabe th City 403 : 8 . ] 
1 206 4 . In a p iece o f  clo th [puts your handwrit ing ] and ties it up , and dey 

vill put [ shut i t ] up an ' you will wanta go and you can ' t go:--I t ' ll keep you 
tied dere all de time and hit ' l l  make you go out your mind too . 

(Your handwri ting . I s ee . ) [ Charles ton 555 : 7 . ] 
' 12065 . I f  you carry a person ' s handwri ting in your po cke t  9 days , that per

� will " s tudy abou t  chah . 1 1  [Wilmington 116 : 3+85 • ] 
12066 . Handwri ting is � in shoes to bring person back . [Elizabe th City 

403 : 9 . ] 
1206 7 . Handwri ting thrown into running water or the ebb ing tide runs you 

a&ay . [ E lizabe th Ci ty 40 3 : 9 . ] 
1206 8 . Well,  dey say dat yo ' kin take a dog livah an ' grind it up an' take 

some cow has le t . 
(You mean dung? Manure ? )  
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No , no t de manure . Take de cow has le t somewhere . De has le t from de l ivah o f  
a cow - d e  has le t [ t rans cr iber ge ts i t  righ t again ] . An ' dis do g livah , see , an ' 

HASLET : THIS WORD TROUBLED AUTHOR AND TRANSCRIBER 
AT LEAS T I LEARNED WHY SOME PEOPLE BARK LIKE DOGS 
ALSO DOG HAS NO HASLET : HEART-LIVER-ETC . FOR FOOD 

grind i t  up into a meal or 
ei ther chip i t  up where it 
come tuh be fine , an ' mix i t  
i n  with this dog l ivah . See, 
an ' fix it  as a food . See . 

Wel l ,  de ones dat yo ' don ' t like or somepin lak dat , dey eat an ' dey ' ll come tuh 
bark j es '  lak a dog .  [ Fayet teville , N. Car . , ( 1415 ) , 245 9 : 9 . ]  

1 2069 . Now i f  a � gits drownded , yo ' take some of his near-wearin ' p ieces 
or his hat an ' throw it in , an ' wherevah he ' s  at , dose clothes no t gain ' sink 
till dey git dere . [Memphis 15 18 : 7 . ] 

1 20 70 . Dey say dey kin bury yore hat an ' it will kill yo ' , make yo ' suffer 
wi th headaches an ' things . [Algiers ( 15 84)  295 3 : 2 . ] 

1 20 7 1 .  A woman can wear for love the hat bow f rom the man ' s hat . [ Deal 
Is land 24 : 4 . ] 

1 20 7 2 .  A hat b ow is carried in a b o t tle of Blue Moon Perfume for  love . 
[Wilmington 106 : 5+85 . ]  

120 7 3 . Woman wearing hat b ow makes man s tay home . [Richmond 30 2 : 3 . ] 
120 7 4 . I f  a woman wears a man ' s hat bow ,  he can ' t s tay away from her . [Balt

imore 5 1 : 6 . ]  
120 75 . Ha t bow from man' s hat , a woman kin dress it with chamb er lye 3 times 

a day an ' carry [wear ] • • •  that will keep them [him ] . [Lit tle Ro ck 146 8 : 7 . ] 
120 7 6 . Hat bow in b o t tle of co logne for love is kep t somewhere or worn . 

[Wilmington 24 3 : 3+85 . ]  
1 20 7 7 . Your hat b ow worn next to her skin makes you love her . [ Richmond 

318 : 4 . ] 
120 78 .  Dey tell me dat a woman kin take dat bow an ' wear i t  in her clo thes , 

take i t  an ' put i t  in her clo thes an ' that wo uld take yore mind right along wi th 
her all de t ime . [Wilson , near cylinder 2665 containing same info rmant 149 7 . ]  

----12079 . Wear it  - a man ' s hat b ow - on their neck . Tie it � in a sock , an ' 
they cain ' t fool around . [Wilmington ( 265 ) 184 : 6 . ] 

12080 . A man ' s ha t bow worn on her ne ck or S makes the man love her . 
[Wilmington 115 : 2+85 . ]  

1 2081 . Hat bow in b o t tle o f  perfume worn about ne ck draws men . [Wilmington 
114 : 9+85 . ]  

1 2082 . Take dat b ow ou ta de back o f  a man ' s hat an ' we t it  wit Heart Co logne 
an ' wear it roun '  her neck an ' gain him . 

(What will that do ? )  
HAT BOW - HEARTS COLOGNE - ABOUT WOMAN ' S NECK Keep him home . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , 

(149 9 ) , somewhere near cylinder 
26 6 7  which con tains material by 
149 9 . ] 
120 83 . Right next to dere close 
garment . 
( That little bow out o f  a man' s 

WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S HAT BOW UNDER HER ARM hat • ) 
Ri ght  next to ' em underneath de 

arm. Make yo ' love each o thah , yore love won ' draw away . It b ecome closer . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 486) , 2660 : 9 . ] 

12084 . HAT BOW CAN BE WORN IN BRASSIERE OR UNDERSLIP FOR LOVE . [Wilmington 
168: 1 . ]  

-

12085 . A hat bow is worn under her brass iere for love . [ Richmond 331 : 1 1 . ] 
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1 2086 . A woman wears hat bow o n  lef t  b reas t for love . [Wilmington 7 2 : 3+85 . ]  
1 2087 . Woman wears man ' s hat bow on her wais t ,  "he ' l l  do anything you tell 

him . " [New Orleans 1113 : 10 . ] 
1 20 88 . Woman wears hat bow around her wais t to keep man . [ Jacksonville 

751 : 4 . ] 
1 2089 . Hat bow worn around wais t for love . [ Vicksburg 1001 : 11 . ] 
1 2090 . From inside de hat , said dey takes dat bow out ' side [ inside] of de 

ha t an ' wear i t .  Sew it up in a piece o f  clo th ,  a-piece of new homespun, an '  
tie i t  roun ' yore wais t an ' wear dat . Dat will keep de man wit yuh . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1102) , 17 76 : 6 . ] 

1 2091 . Ah heard dat de women could take dat  bow out o f  yore hat an ' take it 
an ' put it in salt an ' pepper an ' s ome kind of  perfume [ 3  ingredients ] .  An '  den 
yo ' [man ] would j es '  be righ t  wid dem always , j es '  love ' em .  

(Wha t would she do with that bow a f ter  she go t it? ) 
Take i t  an ' wear i t  round her wais t .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  1718 : 8 . ] 
1 209 2 .  "You kin put graveyard dus t in dat [hat bow ]  and two or three drops 

of  cologne and wear dat round your wais t . "  [Norfolk 49 2 : 1 3 . ] 
1209 3 .  "They take tha t little bow and wear i t  near de skin round de wais t • • •  

on de left side neares t to de heart • • •  round about de belt where it ' ll keep warm 
all de time . And they keep that saturated in their you-reen [ urine ] and Hearts 
Co Zogne and make wishes . [E lizabeth City 402 : 6 . ]  

12094 . Woman wears man ' s hat bow on s eat of  her b loomers . "Don ' t care how 
dir ty it gi ts when she change her b loomers , don ' t change dat piece , don ' t  wash 
it • • •  dat ' ll keep him . " [Li ttle Rock 1475 : 2 . ]  

12095 . Woman pinned boy ' s  hat b ow "in her inside of her b loomers right at her 
cro tch and she wore that , and the boy couldn ' t  ge t away from her . "  [Wilmington 
171 : 1 2+85 . ] 

1 2096 . Take da t an ' wear i t  in de seat o f  yore bloomers an ' he ' l l be crazy 
about chew - de little bow out de back o f  de hat . [Memphis 15 30 : 16 . ] 

1 209 7 .  "They take i t  [hat bow ]  and pin it in the seat of their teddies an ' 
they s ay that ' s  to keep ' em [ a  man ] . [ Jacksonville 765 : 9 . ] 

1 20 98 . Hat bow can be worn on her s lip for love . [Washington , D . C . , 79 7 : 7 . ] 
1209 9 . Yo ' kin take dat lit tle bow an ' tie i t  roun ' yore laig , an '  wear i t ,  

an ' � i t  j es '  long as yo ' live , an ' yo ' always have f riends wit de girl . 
[Wilson 26 70 : 13 . ] 

1 2100 . " I f  she wants him back she git de bow out o f  his hat • • •  put i t  in her 
garters . "  [ Jacksonville 764 : 7 . ] 

12101 . "Git da t [hat bow ]  • • •  females have garters , you know , and in dey garters 
dey go t a li ttle lining ins ide dere gar ters . Well,  dey take dat and sew it [hat 
bow ]  inside dere garters , and dat make a man marriage ' em,  make him wan ' a follow 
' em . "  [ Charles ton 608 : 9 . ]  

1 210 2 .  "You take that bow and you take some hair out of  his head , and take 
that bow and � it up on a pair of red garters , and wear that around your leg , 
and pu t some Hearts Co Zogne on it and that will keep ' im . " [ Norfolk 5 25 : 7 . ]  

1210 3 . A woman kin take that [man ' s hat bow ]  an ' sew that up in her gartah , 
you see . You unders tand , sew that up in her gar tah an ' put it  in a j ar ,  an' pour 

perfume on it , understand, 
PERFUME AND URINE ON HAT BOW - SEWED TO HER GARTER an ' a little of  her chamber 

Zye . An ' sew it up ,  you 
know, on the inside an ' put it  in her gartah , an ' wear it aroun ' her leg . 

(This bow out o f  his hat ? )  
This bow out o f  his hat . That ' ll hold ' im .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 1545 : 6 . ] 
12104 . I ' ve heard ' em talk about they kin even git de bow out chore hat . 
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Jis ' like a girl got a boy friend and she love him and he don ' t love her . And 
she want him and he don ' t want her , she kin 

SHE WEARS HIS HAT BOW IN HER SHOE git a chance to tear de bow out his hat and 
wear it in her shoe - in her shoe , see -

that ' ll run him crazy [ about her ] . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 349) , 390 : 7 . ] 
1 2 105 . Hear dey take de bow out o f  a man ' s  hat . Take de b ow out o f  man ' s 

hat an ' vear it in de toe o f  dere shoe an ' dat wil l make ' em leave town . [This 
looks more like holding 

WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S HAT BOW IN SHOE - KEEPS HIM WALKING a man , but intention is 
everything . That bow 

in h er shoe is a walking bow .  It keeps him walking . ]  
(Wel l ,  who would do that , primarily? ) 
De woman would take de bow out o f  a man ' s ha t .  [Norfo lk ,  Va . ,  (465) , 45 8 : 3 . ] 
1 2 106 . I would get me a tie , this bow tie off  of  a man ' s  hat , and cut tin ' a 

piece out o f  his drawers ,  and takin' s ome of  his minis tration [ semen ] and s ti ckin' 

HIS HAT BOW - PIECE OF HIS DRAWERS - HIS MTNIST�TION 
IN HIS RIGHT SHOE - HER MENSTRUAL BLOOD IN HIS FOOD 
ONE OF 2 TIMES MTNIST�ION [MENSTRUATION ] FOR MAN 

it in his sho e ,  his right 
shoe , and that ' ll make a 
man love you or s tay with 
or be good to you . And 
when you put it in his 

righ t  sho e ,  you take some of your minis tra tion [mens trual blood ] and a lit tle 
clo th , and hold it over a clo th ,  and po ' [pour ]  water over it [preceding clo th 
ac ts as s trainer ] ;  and i f  he drinks coffee or tea , put i t  in tha t . And that ' ll 
make him love you . You do bo th that together : let him drink i t . Wear i t  [hat 
bow ]  in your shoe . And the time he wears those shoes out , he ' s  fixed [hoodooed ] 
for you then . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 26 8) , 189 : 2+85 . ]  

1 2 10 7 . "Take de b ow out o f  a man ' s ha t an ' wear i t  in dere s tockin ' wit 
whi te lodes tone • • •  dey al l worried tuh git where you at . " [Lit tle Rock 146 2 : 6 . ]  

1 2 108 . Woman wears man ' s hat bow on her s to cking or princess  s lip .  "Keeps 
him tuh home . "  [Li ttle Rock 1466 : 12a . ] 

1 2109� woman can wear a hat bow in her s tocking for love . [Jacksonville 
791 : 9 . ] 

12110 . "Wimmins wear it [hat b ow ]  righ t  under dere s tocking - in dere s tock
ing - some of  ' em wear i t  right under dere fee t . "  [Jacksonville 78 7 : 3 . ] 

1 2 111 . "They wear that [hat bow ] in the bottom o f  the shoe • • •  make you care 
moh for them an ' don ' t have no t much use fuh nobody e lse . "----r:lacksonville 76 7 :  12 . ]  

12112 . For love a woman wears the man • s hat b ow in her shoe . [Wilmington 
16 7 :  2+85 . ]  

12113 . 
838 : 7 . ] 

Woman wears a man ' s  hat bow in her shoe for love . [Washing ton , D . C . , 

1 2 114 . A woman can contro l a man by wearing the hat bow from his hat in her 
shoe . [ Charles ton 608 : 10 . ] 

--1 2115 . Dey tel l me dat de b ow be ' s  in de b ack o f  his hat , dat f lat lil ' bow ,  
[ take ] an ' wear i t  i n  dere sho�an ' make him like yo ' - care mo ' fo ' yo ' . 
[Fayet teville 25 19 : 15 . ] 

12116 . Woman wears man ' s  hat bow in her shoe "to make you crazy for them 
[her ] • " [New Or leans 1 18 2 :  1 .  ] 

-- ---

12117 . A hat bow for love mus t  be worn in the lef t  shoe . [ Richmond 29 2 : 6 . ] 
12118 . Hat bow worn for-love mus t come from left shoe . [Wilmington 129 : 6+85 . ]  
12119 . A woman s ews up man ' s hat b ow and his hair in a piece of flanne l -

"f1annin suppose to be the bes t kin ' a rag to use "  - and wears in her shoe for 
luck. [Richmond 296 : 2 . ]  

--

--1-2120 . You should keep a hat bow shut up for awhile in a b o t tle wi th cologne 
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and witch hazel and then wear it  in your shoe for love . [Wilmington 133 : 3+85 . ]  
1212 1 .  A woman can take a man'S hat bowan '  • • • "10 new needles an' 3 new pins 

an' his name , an ' wear that in the bottom of your [her ] left sho e ;  an ' everywhere 
you [ she ] go at , he gon ' a come lookin'  fer yuh [her . "  [New Orleans 1101 : 4 . ] 

1212 2 .  S leep wi th the bow from a man' s  ba t under your bead 9 nights " to win 
you a boy friend . "  [Wilmington 194 : 3+85 . ]  

1 2 123 . Soak a man ' s  ha t bow in cologne and lay i t � the door for l£!!.. 
[Wilmington 231 : 4+85 . ]  

1 2124 . If  you tie a man' s  hat bow up in a piece of  new homespun and put it  
up � the door-facing , he wil l do what you want . [Wilmington 112 : 7+85 . ] 

1 2 125 . Bury a man ' s  hat b ow ;  he won ' t leave home . [Lit tle Rock 1459 : 13 . ] 
12126 . Bury dat bow wi t dif f ' ren' things in it , sech as peppah an ' first  one 

ole s tuff an ' den ano thah . 
(Keep them wi th the headache ? )  
Keep ' em with a headache . [Algiers , La . , 1954 : 10 . ] 
12127 . Bury man ' s  hat bow under doors tep "keeps him at home . 11 [Lit tle Rock 

1466 : 12b . ] 
12128 . (What does she do ? ) 
She ge ts some s tee l dus t .  
(And what does she take ? )  
The bow out o f  your hat . And she mix i t  with this bow and this s tee l dus t 

together . And she put i t  right in the front of  your ba t thataway . She slips 
it  back in there . S ee ,  when you perspire , why the s tee l  dus t will run with i t  

HAT BOW - STZEL DUST ON - PERSPIRATION BLINDS 

HAT BOW - MAN ASKS WOMAN TO REMOVE FROM HIS HAT 
NORMALLY THIS WOULD MEAN HE WAS SEEKING HER LOVE 
BUT HE ASKS ITS RETURN - TAKES IT TO GRAVEYARD 
PICKS UP QUICKLY RECENT GRAVE DIRT - PUTS IT ON 
BOW SHE WHO HAD DESERTED HIM HAD TOUCHED - FREED 

and go into your eyes . 
(What will that do ? )  
Run you blind . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 838) , 1260 : 7 . ]  
12129 . If  you don ' want her 
no mo ' , after  she come back 
to yuh [ she have lef t you ] -
if yo ' don ' wan ' her no mo ' , 
so ' s  [=  so as ] yo ' kin [ ge t ] 
control [of ] yo ' self - [you] 
kin git dis bow heah [he 
points to my hat with micro-
phone on interviewing tab le ]  

out de hat .  A- tall [at  all = whatever you do ] don ' chew take i t  [out ] . Yo '  
tell her , say , 1 1Ah wanta see dis bow heah , " lak dat . S ay yo ' wanta see dis bow .  
An '  lak yo ' wan ta s ee d e  bow ,  yo ' put de bow in your han ' . An' when she put de 
bow in yore han ' [after she remove it from the hat ] , yo ' goes right to a white
folks graveyard - or a colored-folks graveyard - an ' git a han' fula dirt lak dat . 
Don' git i t  from somebody [who ] was b uried dere yes terday [ or ] lak day ' fore dat . 
Lemme show yo ' now . [ Informant demons trates on the floor of the interviewing 
room . ]  Yo ' kin pick up de dirt lak dat . Quick ! Don ' le t nobody see yo ' pick 
it up . An ' put it anywhere in yuh pocke t .  Ain ' t go tta put it in no papah . All 
right . Den yo ' come back [home ] . Yo ' take dat bow an ' yo ' set  an' yo ' sprinkle 
it (with the graveyard dirt ] .  Unders tand ? [He sprinkles graveyard dirt on a 
hat bow her hand had touched . ]  I f  she go t a $1000 , she ' l l pay yuh to make her 
husband take her back . But yet , he don ' want huh , don ' want huh no mo ' . [Savan
nah, Ga . , (1273) , 2154 : 4 . ] 

12130 . Yo ' know whut yo ' kin do wi t dis bow a ' gin .  Wel l , yo ' kin take dis 
bow heah yo ' unders tand [again he re fers to my hat on interviewing table ] .  An '  
yore wife will j ump off  today or tomorrow an ' marry to de othah man . Two yeahs 
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yo ' livin ' wit her , see . She don ' mean yo ' no good . She leave a li ttle out . 
Look heah , she leave a lit tle out dis high . Yo ' know dis top , dat high on yo ' .  

MAN ' S  HAT BOW THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER BY WOMAN 
Say ,  dat ah ' m  yore bro thah . 
Ah ke tch yo ' an ' take dat . 
Unders tand , see . Yo ' take 

dat b ow lak ah tell yo ' ,  lak dis heah . Unders tan ' , goes right  tuh de rivah . 
Ah don ' t mean no s top-watah , ah mean runnin '  watah - dat be goin ' , runnin ' 
' long lak dat .  An ' she ' ll run yo ' off , right on down [ to the sea ] . Well , when 
yo ' git  tired , yo ' don ' t wanta run so far , cause yo ' don ' know where dey s top . 
Dat bow may s top at de sea . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 7 3) , 2155 : 5 . ] 

12131 . (Well ,  where do they pu t this bow then? Where do they put this bow? ) 
Wel l ,  some time a person take dat bows an ' tote it in dey pocke t  fer a length 
o f  time . S ee ,  den dey go neah dis hickory bone [ ? ] roo t • • • •  

HAT BOW - THEY CAN LINGER YOU WITH THAT - TO KEEP YOU 
FROM GOING CRAZY A HOODOO DOCTOR WILL USE RED PEPPER 
URINE - SALT - KEROSENE - SOAK BOW 3 DAYS - THEN BURN 
BOW WITH HICKORY BUSH ROOT - EVIL DOER WILL RUSH TO 
YOUR HOUSE - TRY TO BORROW SALT OR A MATCH - WITCH 
TRYING TO BORROW FROM VICTIM AFTER SPELL STOPPED 
AN OLD THEME - IF YOU LEND YOU ARE BACK IN HER POWER 
SECOND PROTECTIVE MEASURE : IF EVIL PERSON PUTS LOUSE 
ON THAT BOW AND YOU KILL IT  - YOU DIE - TO AVOID THIS 
SOAK BOW IN DISHWATER - CALLED CURING - BOW IS SAFE 

(What kind ? )  
Hickory bone [bush ] • Dey 
go along with dat and 
graveyard dus t .  Dat ' s  
to lingah yo ' , to run you 
crazy . And now you wanta 
mee t ano thah man [hoodoo 
doctor ] who kin do dat 
j ob to keep you. from run
nin ' crazy . Dey go tta 
use ca ' line [ cayenne ] 
peppah , and chambah lye 

and salt and kerosene . Let it s teep three days and den go back ovah de head 
ag ' in .  Den use [bush? ] to burn it  and den dat fellah will turn yo ' loose . He ' ll 
come to yo ' house and de firs t thing he  goin ' ask - "I match chew fer salt . "  
Dat ' s  [what he want , to match yo ' [ for ] sal t [ or he asks you for a match or sal t ]  
becaus e he know he could git chew r igh t back again [ in his power ] i f  yo ' give ' em 
de sal t . He go t chew . And if yo ' give him de match , he go t cha right back . 
[ This is a well-known witchcraft  theme : see NEVER LEND TO WITCH , No . l6 338 p . 87 5  
i n  FACI. If  you lend to her you are back in her power . ]  

(Well ,  now why were you telling me about that " louse" in the head? What was 
that about? The louse in this woman or some thing? How was that done? I don ' t 
unders tand that . )  

Well ,  if  dey gi t de bow out de b ack of yo ' head , it has de sweat . Well , dat 
louse run from de mole [mo ld of the head ] right frum heah [ demons trates ] ,  come 
right back down . She [ louse ] keep atrave lin ' right  s traight back . 

(This louse keeps traveling b ack and forth right on top [ o f  your head ] from 
the forehead right to the back where the mole [mo ld o f  head ] is ? )  

Dat ' s  righ t . And if she kill dat lous e ,  i t  kill you . 
(Well, that [hat ] bow is  connec ted with that lous e . I f  they take that bow ,  

they are taking that louse then, aren ' t they ? )  
Well, de acick [ acid ] from dat - yo ' see , de acick f rom dat ; al l dat louse 

powah fall back to dat bow .  You cut dat bow .  All dis powah fall back to de 
band of [bow of ] yo ' hat . Now de only way you don ' t have dat - like I go t dis 
hat right chere now [ is he talking about his own hat or mine on interviewing 
table? ] . All right, dis hat chere now ain ' t got anything in it [his hat ] . Now , 
I wanta weah dis hat and throw i t  down anywhere I wanta throw i t  down . I go es 
back home and take a dirty dishrag wit de dirty water and rug [ rub ]  it over dat 
[bow ] . I kin throw it [hat or b ow ]  anywheres . You go and pick up dat bow and 
do anything wit dat bow ,  dat ' s  a dead bow ,  dat bow is done cured . See dat cured 
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da t bow . [ No one can take the hat bow and hoodoo you . ] 
But now � i f  I don ' t do dat �  I haven ' t  cured dat bow .  I done cured dat bow 

in cas e  I be ' s  careless . You kin take it out [ o f  the hat ] b ut no thing kin be 
done . [ Charles ton � S .  Car . � ( 519) � 614 : 7 . ] 

1 2132 . I f  a woman wears a piece of sweatband f rom his hat � that will bring 
him b ack . [Wilmington 10 7 : 4+85 . ]  

12133 . Heard of  ' em us in ' a hawk ' s righ t  
right foo t �  d e  one dat carryin ' a claw [what 

foo t . Well � yo ' take de hawk ' s 
the other one did I forgot to ask ! ] .  

HAWK - RIGHT CLAW - FLANNEL WRAP WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - THIS IS A GAMBLING HAND 
SNAKE-HEAD POWDER INSIDE YOU - LIVE SNAKES IN YOU 

Go t a claw like a rooster 
have on his fee t .  Yo ' take 
dat foot an ' yo ' take an '  
wrap i t  in a p iece of flan
nel c lo th wit s ulphur an' 

den wi t peppah an ' sal t  mixed [ 3  ingredients ] .  
gamb lin ' an ' things lak dat . 

Well � dat ' s  fo ' good luck in 

An' ag ' in dey takes de b ird [hawk ' s ]  head or snake head . Take snake head an' 
beat it up into a powder an ' dat will cripple someone � because ah wus crippled 
once on da t mahself . 

( Jus t  how would that cripple them? ) 
Dat will caus e snakes an ' things in dem - sompin of that  kind . [ Brunswick � 

Ga . �  ( 1216 ) � 206 3 : 3 . ] 
12134 . [Years ago this healer visi ted a home to � a patient af ter the 

smallpox s ign was up ! This information did no t come from the healer � the reason 
for lack o f  details . [Wilmington 14 2 : 1+85 . ]  [Ano ther no te of mine refers to 
a case in Norfolk �  Va . � in which a healer vis its a home to sprinkle a little 
dus t or do s ome thing to keep a smallpox s ign f rom being put up ! These two no tes 
made years ago are at tached to the manus crip t . ] 

1 2 135 . Jis ' like you ' d  cut out a heart [ from a piece of paper ] • • •  j is '  like 
you say you gon ' a  • • • you draw a mark heah [ demonstrates ] - all right - comparin ' 

HEART-SHAPED CUT PIECE OF PAPER - INTO CENTER OF IT  
STICK 9 PINS ALTERNATED HEADS AND TAILS - AROUND 
EDGE OF HEART AL TERNATE 8 NEEDLES HEADS AND TAILS 
KEEP THIS IN YOUR PILLOW - CAN HAVE ANYONE YOU WANT 

to a heart [ draw shape of  
heart on  a piece of  paper ] .  
You kin take them [ 9 ]  p ins 
an ' s tick it [ them] in that 
[paper ] hear t . You kin do 
j is ' what choo wan ' ' em to 

do after you s tick dem pins in 
needles - real sharp needles . 

there . You use so  many needles . You go t to use 

(How many pins do you s ti ck in that heart ? )  
You kin take 9 pins an ' pu t in there [demons trates ] .  
( In the center of the hear t . )  
You put 8 needles . 
(Around the edge o f  the heart . )  
You don ' t put it even � you unders tand . It ' s  go t to b e  odd [ demons trates ] .  
( The heads and points o f  the pins and needles are al ternated . )  
An' you take that an ' put i t  in your pillah . You kin use any kind of body 

[person ] you wan t ;  you kin use ' em to your unders tandin ' .  [ For alternate needles 
and pins � see Nos . 9 836-9 837 , 9 8 44 , 9 849 & 9 850 , v . 5 . ] [ New Orleans , La . , ( 803) , 
112 1 : 8 . ] 

1 2136 . Dat ' s  usin ' d is heah , whut chew call oil o f  peppermin t  an '  Hearts 
Co logne . Yo ' kin take dat an ' mix i t  toge ther an' every morning when yo ' git up , 
before yo ' speak to anyone , yo ' kin put i t  in yore hand an' rub i t  in yore hand , 
an '  den j es t  say � "De Lord is my shepherd" - hold yore hands towards de sun an ' 
say , "De Lord i s  my shepherd an ' I will" • • •  [ demons trates ] . 
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HEARTS COLOGNE - OIL OF PEPPERMINT - MIX - EVERY 
MORNING BEFORE SPEAKING - RUB IN YOUR HAND - SAY 
DE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD AND I SHALL NOT WANT - HOLD 
PALMS OF YOUR HANDS TOWARDS SUN FOR LUCK THAT DAY 

(Hold the palms of  your 
hands up like that . )  
Yeah , de palms o f  your 
hands up towards de sun an ' 
say ,  "De Lord is my shep
herd an ' I shall not want . "  

An ' you will be very lucky all that day an ' 
wouldn ' t a thought would come to you , s ee . 
[ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , {1028) , 16 7 3 : 7 . ] 

things will come to yo ' whut chew 
It gives yo ' better luck all dat day . 

121 3 7 . Well , it ' s  j es '  like yo ' runnin ' a game 
want ' em to be b o thered wit chah [ the revers e ,  you 

IF YOU HAVE A GAMBLING JOINT - KEEP POLICE AWAY 
BY SPRINKLING HEARTS COLOGNE AT STEPS WHEN SWEEPING 

in dis house an ' yo ' don ' t 
don ' t  want to be bo thered 

with them ! ] .  All you 
go t ta do is gi t chew a 
b o t tle of Heart Perfume 
[ o r  Hea�ts Cologne ] an ' 

every mawnin ' when yo ' sweep out ,  sprinkle a little 
mawnin' • Dey won ' t worry yo ' • De law won ' t b o ther 

( The law won ' t bo ther you . )  

on yore front s teps . Every 
yo ' .  

No sir , dey won ' t bo ther wi t chew . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 182) , 19 9 3 : 8 . ] 
1 2 13 8 . Take Hearts Co logne an ' Sen-Sen - yo ' know , dis heah dope [breath-

swee tner ]  dat people take - an ' �o G. Sody , [brand name? ] - aookin ' soay [ sod

HEARTS COLOGNE - SEN-SEN - COOKIN ' SODY : 3 FOR JOB 
SEN-SEN [ BREATH SWEETENER]  AND SODIUM BI CARBONATE 
DISSOLVED IN HEARTS COLOGNE AND SPRINKLED ABOUT BOSS 

ium bicarbonate ] an ' put 
i t  in a lil ' [ container ] , 
quite naturally yo ' know, 
somp in dat chew kin shake 
it  ou t  lak dat . An ' i f  

yo ' were j es ' git t in '  out o f  j ai l ,  an ' yo ' know who dis person who yo ' gain ' [ to 
see ] tub git de j ob .  Yo ' shake it  [ con tents of  container ] all de way roun ' 
[where you mee t  the boss ] . Qui te natural ,  yo ' know how some folks is . Dis per
fume is go in ' tub smell ,  an ' yo ' be talkin' wi th ' em [boss ] an ' yo ' kin rub i t  
i n  yore han ' s .  Well , he ' ll ke tch holt  o f  yore han ' . An ' yo ' know qui te natural 
when a person talkin ' tub yo ' , dey gain ' ke tch holt of yo ' . Dat ' s  de way mah 
b rother go t a j ob .  He s till dere . He be workin ' fo ' thirty- five yeahs . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 25 25 : 9 . ] 

1 2 139 . I f  yo ' wanta go tub gi t a j ob fo ' good 
j ob .  If  yo ' kin gi t tub de office where he ' s  at , 

[a  s teady j ob ] , yo ' go tub dat 
unders tan ' , git tub de of fice 

whe re he ' s  at , yo ' kin gi t 
chew some dat s tuff whut 
chew eat . Whut dey call -
yo ' kin git i t  at mos t any 
drug s to '  - shellac . Yo ' 

SHELLAC - 1 DROP ON OFFICE FLOOR - FOR BOSS TO WALK 
OVER - AFTER HE WALKS OVER - GO HOME - ADD 2 OR 3 
DROPS OF HEARTS COLOGNE - ON THIRD TRIP YOU GET JOB 

know , shellac , sompin dat chew paint things wi t .  Jes ' take an ' drop one drop 
anywhere , j es '  lak yo ' wuz heah ( in this room] , j es ' drop one drop anywhere on 
de f lo ' heah where yo ' s tep ovah i t . An '  den yo ' go on back den an ' take de 
res t of i t .  Go on back an '  mix a little b i t  o f  Hearts Co logne , two o r  mo ' drops 
of hi t ,  an ' puts hit in de bo t tle . Den yo ' go tub him, yo ' may go ovah tub him, 
dere ain ' t any j obs , an ' if  dere somebody else on de j ob ,  yo ' te ll him ' b out dat 
j ob .  [He will ask ] , 1 1Whut kin yo ' do ? "  

Yo ' say ,  "Anything . 1 1 
All righ t ,  perhaps ah wants a j ob real bad . De next time yo ' go to him, says , 

"Well , ah don ' t want but 75 . "  [ Is 75 cents an hour the wage back in 19 3 7? ] 
"Come back sech an ' sech a time . "  
An ' when yo ' go back de third time ag' in , yo ' gi t dat j ob an ' s tart workin ' 
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right o f f . 
(And you j us t drop one drop of that she llac where the boss can walk over that ? )  
Dat ' s  right , in de o f fi ce . [ Fayet tevil le , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 26 36 : 4 . ] 
12140 . I f  you wanta ge t a j ob ,  work somewhere , you kin do that . And when 

you go round [ to ]  ' proach a person , we t it  [ usually a handkerchief wi th what is 

HEARTS COLOGNE AND BATHWATER OF BOSS FOR JOB 
coming later ] . Well,  when you 
firs t  ' proach him,  maybe he liab le 
not to need no one . He liab le to 

turn yuh down , say , "Wel l ,  now , I don ' t want no one . I couldn ' t  do that now [ a t  
this time ] . I ain ' t gonna d o  that . "  Somepin like that . You kind of fiddle 
around , put a little [ o f  this liquid ] round where he walk over i t . Put s ome o f  
that same s tuf f . If  you kin get tha t c lose to the person at tha t  time , and when 
you go back , you be around them a lit t le bit . You no t harmin ' them with i t  or 
anything like that . 

(What do you sprinkle around him now? ) 
You take - like if  you go t s ome o f  where he baths [bath water ] . Somepin like 

that , you know . You take and put i t  wi th s ome nice Hearts Co logne , or s omepin 
that smell ,  not too loud . And j us t  be around , you know, like you be around 
talking wi th him and you j us t  might put a li ttle on your fingers or down on de 
floor or anywhere . Long as you keep that up , there ' ll always be harmony wi th 
you . [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 4 7 2) , 4 84 : 1 . ] 

1214 1 . Wel l ,  ah wuz sellin '  whiskey once mahself ,  yo ' see . Ah go t me one 
bottle of Hearts Co logne an ' put i t  on a tab le an ' some powder .  

HEARTS COWGNE AND BATH POWDER DRAW WHISKEY CUSTOMERS 
(What kind of powder ? )  
Well , ah got dis heah 
regular bath powder . 

An '  ah put it  dere on de tab le where i t  would perfume roun '  in de house . Mens 
comes in , different ones comin' in , well , de luck ' s  on de house . Dat heart is 
lucky perfume yo ' unders tand . Wel l ,  dey spends lo ts of money . [Florence , S .  

HEAH.fS COWGNE - FEED GAMBLING HAND WITH 
NEVER OPEN A HAND TO SEE WHAT IS IN IT  

Car . , (1313) , 2237 : 6 . ]  
12142 . She [ roo t doctor ] tell me . 
Ah ' m  goin '  tell yo ' whut she tole 
me ' bout de gamblin ' . She gimme a 

bag an ' tole me go tuh de drug s to '  an ' git  a b o t tle of  Hearts Co logne . An ' 
ever ' time ah go in a game we t it wit dat Hearts Co logne ; an ' s ay we t it wi t 
de Hearts Co logne an ' rub i t  on yore han ' s ,  de Hearts Co logne - rub de b ag on 
i t .  

(What was in the bag? ) 
Well , she [ told me ] yo ' wusn ' t  ' spos ed tuh open it . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 35) , 

202 7 : 2 . ] 
121 43 . Oh yes , indeed , s ure she could . 
(What do they s ay about that ? )  
Wel l ,  she could do the same as I was telling you, i f  any way that she could 

�t Hearts - you know Hearts Co logne ? Perhaps you have smelled i t  a lot of 

HEARTS COLOGNE - WITH IT WOMAN DRESSES MAN 
times . Wel l ,  she will git Hearts 
Co logne and she will dress herself 
with it  f rom her righ t  hand . She 

will invite you to her home and she will dress herself with her right hand all 
over her face and her body . Unders tand? And if you make your appearance in her 
boae and - she wi ll have this here - if she kin ge t a chance , she will put s ome 
in her hand and she rubs  i t  over you like that , or  j us t  pat you on your face or 
stroke your hair back . You couldn ' t s tay away from her . You' d be compelled to 
ccme11 b ut why you wouldn ' t  know . And she will keep that and if she d on ' t do more 
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than j us t  dress you with that hear ts • • • • 

( I  see , that will keep him there . )  [ Richmond , Va . ,  (4 31) , 385 : 8 . ] 
12144 . You [ a  woman ] kin take some Hearts Co logne and put i t  under your arms , 

and pu t i t  down in fron t o f  you , be tween your bosom, and drink a little . And 
talk in their face , in front o f  de boss , and they say i f  you don ' t git i t  the 
f irs t morning , keep a goin ' . The chances is you ' ll get a j ob .  [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 240 ) , 238 : 10 . ] 

12 145 . Dey say yo ' kin git yo ' some of  dis Hearts Co logne and yo ' kin pour 
dat all ovah yo ' , and go dere , and dey say dat will change his mind . 

( The b oss ' s  mind . )  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (6 20) , 79 3 : 4 . ] 
12146 . Dey say yo ' take dis Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' rub it .2!!. yore han ' befo ' 

yo ' go out in a game ; an ' when yo ' git in de game , say yo ' ll be lucky . [ Florence 
2 19 2 : 12 . ] 

1214 7 . Use Hearts Co logne an ' wear it  under de lef t arm or in de b reas t an ' 
i f  he ' ll qui t ,  he ' ll have to go back . [Waycross 1856 : 8a . ] 

12148 . Dey j is '  git dat , j is '  git de plain water , an ' j is '  put i t  in a �  
logne b o t t le wi th a li ttle Hearts Co logne , an ' j is '  s tops i t  up , j is '  put it 
rig�t under de bed , an ' dey go t yo ' . Dat ho lds yuh . [Wilmington 160 : 4+85 . ]  

I 12 149 . Go to a hickory tree 
HICKORY TREE - NORTH SIDE - DIG DOWN - GET ROOT an ' go on de no ' th side of a 
BOIL 30 MINUTES - WATER IN FOOD - CAUSES WORMS hickory tree , an ' den dig down 

an ' git de roots . An ' take 
dis root an ' put it in some watah an ' boil it fo ' thirty minutes .  Then yo ' kin 
take i t  an ' put it in bread an ' yo '  will caus e things to grow in ' em - worms . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 140 7) , 25 30 : 1 . ] 

12150 . Do the same thing wi th a pie ce o f  papah , 
wri ting . S aid yo ' j es '  write his name an ' keep dat 

GO TO SMALL HICKORY TREE - ONE YOU CAN BEND DOWN 
TALK TO IT - CALLING NAME OF BOSS - SAY "I  WANT 
CHEW BE SUBMISSIVE TUH ME • • •  " HE WILL GIVE YOU JOB 

if yo ' know his [boss ' s ]  
name undah yore fee t [wear 

i t  in your shoe ] . Or , yo ' 
could go tuh a hickory 
tree , yo ' know j es ' a small 
one , an ' ben ' it down . Jes ' 
b en '  j es '  lak yo ' wanta ben ' 

i t . Jes ' talk to i t  like yo ' s  callin ' his name : "Ah want chew to be submiss ive 
tuh me or nice tuh me , an ' min ' me . "  An ' said when yo ' go tuh him why he ' ll be  
j es '  lak dat [putty in  your hands ] .  

(He ' ll give you a j ob ? ) 
Yess ir , yo ' could control 
1215 1 . An ' if  yo ' wan ted 

go in de woods tuh a hickory 
tree an ' make yore wishes as 

dem [him] . [Way cross , Ga . , (1148) , 187  2 :  7 .  ] 
tuh s tay tied up tuhge thah , ah heard dat chew could 
tree , a young hickory tree , an ' take dat hickory 
yo ' ties i t ,  Dat ' s  tuh keep yuh [ to ge ther ] .  

AT YOUNG HICKORY TREE - AT YOUR WAIST BEND IT  OVER 
INTO A LOOP - TIE IT - MAKING WISHES TO HOLD PERSON 

(You t ie that hickory tree . 
How do you tie it ? )  
Yeah , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' 
b end i t .  Yo ' see , yo ' take 

a young sapling an' yo ' bend it an ' as yo ' bend , yo ' make yore wishes till yo ' 
gi t i t  in a loop ;  but chew know yo ' kin tie any thing dat young den . Sompin lak 
dat . Jes ' so i t ' s  a hickory . Dey say dat will tie yore love tuhge thah . [ Fay
et teville , N .  Car . , ( 1410) , 25 33 : 3 . ]  

1215 2 .  A hickory tree is good , dey say - no t exac tly a hickory tree , b ut dey 
say if a person wanta ti e a person dOwn� tie a person down ,  dey go tuh a hickory 
tree an ' yo ' measure it yore size - come tuh yo ' - measure tuh yore wais tline . 
Yo ' s tand up an ' measure i t  tuh yore wais tline , an ' yo ' bring ' em [b end tre e ]  
down lak dat ,  yo ' bring it  down t ill yo ' b ring d e  top end down tuh d e  bottom [ o f  
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TO YOUR WAIS T  LINE BEND OVER A SMALL HICKORY TREE 
UNTIL IT TOUCHES GROUND - BEND IT INTO A LOOP - WRAP 
ABOUT IT 9 TIMES NEW CORD AND TIE - KEEPS HIM DOWN 
YOU MUST HAVE VICTIM ' S NAME IN MIND ALL THIS TIME 

t ree ] . Dat fasten a man 
down an '  he cain ' t - he ' s 
havin ' good process , pro
gress an ' all dat - an ' 
dey say dat fas ten him 
down an ' cause him so he 

cain ' t gi t no s uccess . Yo ' know , j es '  lak throwin ' 
he can ' t  gi t no job - jes ' go tuh pieces . Take dat 
hickory down tuh de groun ' . 

a man intuh tough luck where 
hickory tree an ' yo ' put dat 

(You do this to the little hickory tree . )  
Jes ' de lil ' small hickory tree . 
(You keep bending i t  down and bending i t  down . )  
Yeah i t  down till yo ' bend i t  on down tuh de roots dere . Dat ties a man down 

where he cain ' t have no success . 
(Well , do you leave that tree 
Yo ' tie it down . Yo ' wind i t  

with a thread , b rand-new thread . 
(1396) , 25 11 : 11 . ] 

bent down then ? )  
down dere . Yo ' wind i t  down dere nine times 

Dat keeps a man down . [ Faye tteville , N . Car . , 

1 215 3 . Ah heard o f  a pers on takin ' a hickory s tick an' i f  dey give - j es '  1 
lak yo ' an ' dem in a fight or sompin lak dat . Well ,  dey hit chew wi t dat s ti ck ,  

IF A PERSON IN A FIGHT HITS YOU WITH A HICKORY STICK 
HE WILL TAKE THAT STICK AND CALL YOUR NAME 3 TIMES 
BURY THAT STICK IN THE GRAVE OF YOUR LAST RELATIVE 
TO DIE - IN 9 DAYS THEY SAY YOU ALSO WILL BE DEAD 

an ' dey take dat stick 
an ' bury dat stick an ' 
cal l  yore name three times . 
An ' dey tell me dat in 
nine days - ah didn ' t see 
dis done , but ah heard 

some people say dey have witness de same thing . Dey say in nine days dat person 
will be dead . 

(All you do is hit that person with the s tick? ) 
An ' call dere name an ' bury dat s ti ck by de man ' s relative dat las ' died , yo ' 

know , in de graveyard . But chew bury it right by de p erson dat las ' died , an ' 
call dere name . 

(Call the name of the person you hit ? )  
Yessuh . An' i n  nine days , why , i f  dey don ' t drop dead , dey j es '  die sudden . 

[Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2450 : 8 . ] 
12154 . Now, if  a man ' s  s tayin ' on a place an ' yo ' 

yo ' cut chew a growin' hickory s tick an ' carry it an ' 

IF YOU WANT TO MOVE A MAN LIVING ON PIECE OF LAND 
CUT A GROWING HI CKORY STICK AND BURY IT  AT HIS DOOR 
BUT IF HE HAS A MULE THAT PEES  IN A CERTAIN PLACE 
BURY THAT STICK NEAR THAT PLACE AND LEAVE IT THERE 
9 DAYS - ON A YOUNG MOON BURY STICK IN GRAVEYARD 
VITH BIG END POINTING TO THE SUNSET - YOU WILL BE 
RIGHT THERE WHEN HOUSE OF THIS MAN WITH MULE BURNS 

want him move ' d  from dere , 
bury i t  down at his do ' .  
I f  dat man has a mule , yo ' 

kin always notice dere ' s  
a certain corner dat mule 
go tuh pee . Bury i t  right 
down somewheres near dere 
an ' let i t  dere fo ' nine 
days . Take it  out . Let 
da t be on de young moon . 
An '  go on to de cemetery 

an '  bury i t ,  but bury i t  wi t de big end [ o f  the stick ]  towards de sunset . An '  
you' ll b e  r igh t dere till dat house burnt down . 

(You have to bury this s tick right where this mule waters on . ) [ Sumter , S .  
Car . ,  ( 1359 ) , 2345 : 9 . ] 

12155 . I f  yo ' have a swee theart an ' he ' s  go t ano thah [ girl ]  friend , an' yo ' 
vanta break him up o f  dat friend . Yo ' go tuh a hickory tree an' yo ' take - git 
chew a swi tch o f  i t  - yo ' measure three j oints o f  i t  of  de middle fingah . 
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( The three j oints o f  the middle finger in length . )  
Dat ' s  right - an ' not ch ' em .  See , yo ' cut dat o f f . Yo ' notch it  round . Now 

when yo ' git tuh dis woman house where yo ' wan ta b reak yore friend up , yo ' begin 

IF YOUR SWEETHEART IS INTERESTED IN ANOTHER GIRL 
YOU GO TO A HICKORY TREE - TAKE OFF SWITCH - AT LARGE 
END MEASURE OFF THE 3 JOINTS OF YOUR MIDDLE FINGER 
[YOU ARE DOING THIS IN THE THREE HOLY NAMES ] 
NOTCH ON STICK EACH JOINT MEASURED - ENTER RIVAL ' S  
YARD - CALL HER NAME TO YOURSELF - BEGIN TO SHAVE 
OFF FIRST 2 OF THE 3 PIECES NOTCHED ON YOUR STICK 
TO FIRST  PIECE SAY : "NOW ,  AH ' M  GOIN ' PART CHEW-ALL" 
WHITTLING OFF SECOND PIECE SAY SOMETHING GERMANE 
THIRD PIECE YOU DO NOT REMOVE - YOU BEND IT  INTO A 
CIRCLE ABOUT YOU - WEAVE 2 ENDS TOGETHER MAKING 
A HOOP - [THIS MEANS SHE IS "TIED UP" - CAN ONLY GO 
ROUND IN A CIRCLE GETTING NOWHERE - EVEN SO ] - YOU 
BURY HOOP BENEATH YOUR S TEP [ WHERE SHE IS UNDER
FEET AND WHERE YOU CAN KEEP A CONSTANT EYE ON HER ] 

tuh walk in her yard 
where she walk ovah , an ' 
yo ' begin tuh talk tuh 
it j e s ' whatsomevah dat 
chew wanta say . See . 
I f yo ' want ' em tuh part , 
yo '  say ,  "Well , i t  s eem 
like" - whoevah yo ' wanta 
par t ,  yo ' call dem by 
dere name , yo ' whittlin ' 
dat - say , "Now , ah ' m  
goin '  part chew-all [ you 
al l ] . " De second one yo ' 
j es '  whit tle dat o f f . 
Well , now yo ' take dat 
o thah part an ' yo ' buckle 
[bend ] i t  tuh yo ' .  Buck-

le i t  tuh yo ' an ' bring i t  as a hoop an ' wrap it j es ' dataway . An ' i t  be a hoop . 
Yo ' carry dat an ' put i t  undah yore s tep , an ' dat ' ll b reak dem up . 

( That one piece you cut o f f  the length o f  your middle f inger . That you whit
tle . And then the long piece tha t is lef t ,  you wrap that around you - j us t  make 
i t  go around you .  Then you le t this hoop fall  o f f  • • • •  ) 

No , j es ' lak dis [demons trates ] .  
(You put tha t together by inter twining the ends . And what do you say while 

you wind tha t o ther around ? )  
S ay ,  "Now , yo ' make lak dat yo ' kin stay ' way from dis house , but now ah ' m  

goin ' break yo ' up from heah , "  An ' a s  yo ' say dat , yo ' j e s '  throw it  right undah 
yore s teps . Now , when he come back tuh yo ' an ' have tuh walk ovah dat s tep , his 
spirit wil l nevah follow dat o thah house  no mo ' .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 06 ) , 
20 3 2 : 8 . ] 

1 2 156 . But on de o thah hand , yo ' take dat hickory t ree as yo ' calls i t  -
not no fig tree , yo ' take dat hickory . Yo ' go in de woods an ' see yo ' kin find 

FIND HICKORY TREE 12 MONTHS OLD WITH A FORKED LIMB 
''WORK ANY KIND OF A LITTLE CUNJURIN' THINGS WITH IT" 
REMOVE FORK - CUT NOTCHES IN - TELLING YOUR WANTS 
"AH WANT [YOU ] GO TUH DE BANK AN '  BORRAH ME $ 100 " 

a hi ckory tree of  twelve 
months growth - a young 
hickory tree . It must  
b e  a young one , an ' yo ' 
find lo tta o f  dem is down 
dere wit forked limb s , 

too . Yo ' find one wit de forked limb o f  twelve months young growth , i f  yo ' kin 
gits i t ,  an ' yo ' takes dat dere hickory tree , dat forked one . · Yo '  kin take i t ,  
unders tan ' , an' work any kind o f  a little conj urin ' things with i t , an ' set pegs 
to people ' s  house . 

(What do they do with tha t  hickory tree ? )  
That hickory tree , yo ' j es ' c ut off  that forked limb . Yo ' j es '  take yore 

knife an '  cut i t  o f f  up there . Cut it off  ' bout lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  de 
forked limb , cuts o f f  ' bout lak dat yo ' see . Well ,  now yo ' take dat dere fo ' k  
an' yo' wanta go keep yore o le lady from runnin' round . 

(You take this hickory limb and you do what with it?  You • • • •  ? )  
Yo ' cut i t  o f f  an ' yo ' take yore kni fe an ' cut lil ' no tches ' long dere lak 

dat , yo ' know, an '  yo ' name dem no tches whatevah yo '  wanta call it or whatevah 
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yo ' want done to it , Whatevah yo ' want , Yo ' want , "Well,  ah want this much 
done . "  Yo ' say ,  "Look heah , ah ' m  cuttin ' yo ' an ' dat ' s  whut ah want chew tuh 
git me , Ah want chew tuh he ' p  me git her loose" [ from the man she ' s  running 
around wi th ]  , An' yo ' cut de next notch an 1 say ,  "Look heah , ah tell yo '  whut 
ah want chew tuh do , " tal kin ' to i t  right dere , "Ah want [chew ] tuh go tuh de 
b ank an ' borrah me a hundred dol lahs , without no ' - don ' s ign no papahs up fo ' 
i t ,  ah mean tuh pay ' em back by an ' by , "  

Well , yo ' kin take dat thing , dat dere with de three no tches in i t ,  an ' yo ' 
go to de [some shopping place ] . [ I ]  says , yo ' go to a b ig gro cery s to '  an ' keep 
dat thing in yore pocket . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 25 9 6 : 5 . ] 

1215 7 . Well  a hickory tree , yo ' kin take dat an ' cut i t  down an ' put it , an '  
make a razor rock [ firs t and only time I ever heard this name ] out i t , whut chew 

HICKORY TREE HONE = MILLIE-BACK HONE ? 
cal l a mo lly-backbone [molly-back hone ] . 
Mah father made one outa dat an ' let i t  
s tay ' bout seven or  eight yeahs i n  watah 

an ' it turnt to a mo ZZy-back hone , razor rock . 
(A razor rock , for sharpening a razor ? )  
Yessir . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 147 3) , 265 3 : 21 . ] 
12158 , High John de Conkah , it ' s  made out of graveyard dirt and other soils 

put in red flannel , Us e any liquor on i t  [ to feed it] . Give you will power 
over people . [Richmond 295 : 9 . ] 

12159 . Dey put somep in in de 
they call it hog-hoof .  Yes , dey 

shoes . I t ' s  a mixture of this ground up -
grind i t  up lak meal an ' dey mix soda an ' 

HOG HOOF - SALT - VINEGAR - SODA - GROUND FINE 
WORN IN SHOE KEEPS ANOTHER WOMAN AWAY FROM MAN 

vinegah an ' sal t ,  b ut i t ' s  
go tta be ground up very fine , 
j es ' lak flaxseed meal , in a 
powder , s o  it  won ' t be  no tice

ab le . An ' j es '  powder de shoe aroun ' wit dat . Dat will keep him from goin ' 
of f .  [A no te o f  mine reads : this keeps the man from being hoodooed away by 
ano ther woman . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 156 3) , 2859 : 5 . ] 

1 2 160 . De cow hoof or hog hoof - yeah , anything lak dat . Yeah , yo ' burn dat . 
Yo ' gi t dat cow hoof , hog hoo f ,  whatsomevah what i t  is , an ' yo ' git  chew some 

HOG HOOF - HEARTS COLOGNE OVER - BURN IN HOUSE 
WHILE BURNING - LOCK FINGERS - WISH GOOD THINGS 

Hearts Co Zogne an' sprinkle 
ovah dat an ' yo ' b urn dat . 
Burn it  in yore house . While 
yo ' burnin ' dat , yo ' hook yore 

han' [ fingers ] together an ' yo ' make yore wish . Oat ' s  good wishes . Yeah yo ' 
jes ' lock yore fingers toge ther . Oat ' s  good wishes , dat ' s  s ompin good , Dere 
no harm in it . Ah haven ' t heard it , dere ' s  no harm in dat . [Fayet teville , N .  
Car . ,  (1396) , 2514 : 6 . ] 

1 2161 . Now in So ' th 
no ti ce him .  An ' he go t 

Ca ' lina , one man wanted a girl an ' de girl wouldn ' t  
a holly leaf . Now dis is whut ah heard . Now , ah don ' t 

HOLLY LEAF - ON SUNDAY - THROWN OVER HEAD OF GIRL 
STOOPING AT A SPRING - SHE HAD SPURNED THROWER 
SHE WENT STONE CRAZY - THIS WAS AN OLD-TIME TALE 
SIMILAR SUNDAY AND HOLLY TALES ELSEWHERE IN HOODOO 

know dis [myself ] .  He got 
a holly leaf . As she s toop
ed down tuh git her water 
out de spring - dey have a 
lotta springs dere - he 
throwed dat leaf ovah her 

haid an '  dey say she went s tone crazy . Ah didn' t ' sperience dis an' ah can' t 
be a eye-witness , an ' ah haven ' t  ' sperienced dat . 

(Well ,  where was this supposed to have taken place in South carolina?) 
Ah think i t  at a place dey call de Beaver Dam . Oat was way back in startin ' 

of s lavery . 
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(Wha t day did it happen on did you say? ) 
On a S unday . 
( Di d  he have to do i t  on a Sunday? ) 
Dis happen on a S unday wit dis Holly leaf . [ S t .  Pe tersb ur g ,  Fla . , (1003) , 

1617 : 1 . ] 
1216 2 .  Well ,  now , ah heard - now , yo '  kin take some kind o f  dat oil dey call 

de ho ly oil . Dey kin take dat an '  ' noint all ovah dey face ' fore dey goes . So 
when dey git dere , yo '  know 

HOLY OIL - ANOINT SELF WITH - SEEK JOB FROM BOS S de boss , he might k inda drag 
a ZittZe bit ,  but he ' ll give 

' em a j ob .  He ' l l tell ' em, s ay ,  " Come back ,  yo ' ll be sure to git  a j ob . "  He ' ll 
tel l  ' em come b ack an ' dey gi t de j ob .  

(Where do they get that ho ly o il? ) 
Ah don ' t know whe re they git i t  from, but dey has it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1 126) , 

1831: 1 3 . ]  
1216 3 .  (All ri ght . Now, what about that holy oil? ) 
I f  you go t a ho ly oil , you keep yours elf anointed with that . That will keep 

you lucky and successful with a j ob ,  or business , or anything . [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  
( 755) , 1031 : 7 . ] 

1 216 4 . Wel l ,  before the j udge you use the holy water too . You can sp rinkle 
yourself good wi th i t and read the 23rd Psalm of David . You can read the 23rd 

Psalm of David and 
HOLY OIL - ANOINT SELF - READ PSALM 23 - WISH - JUDGE sprinkle yourself with 

holy water . It ' ll make 
you wish [you will make your wish ] and go be fore the j udge . [New Orleans , La . ,  
( 857 ) ,  1364 : 7 . ]  

1 2165 . Wel l , yo ' uses ho ly watah lak fo ' somep in good . Yo '  kin us e i t  lak 
fo ' sprinklin ' round yore hous e , yo ' see . An ' then yo ' kin git a b o t tle of holy 

watah an ' keep dat on de back
HOLY WATER BOTTLE BEHIND BED - SUCCESS AND LUCK s ide of yore bed . Lak de bed . 

An ' ah put a lee tle s tring [ on 
the b o t t le ]  an '  keep i t  hung on dere [b ehind b ed ] . Dat ' s luck , yo ' know . It ' s  
success ful [brings s uccess ]  in yore home , too . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 156 8) , 
2880 : 6 . ] 

12166 . That is only good for one thing to my mind and I know that . Jus t 
like you is at  home and i ts ha ' nted at home , spirit that wo rrys you at home . You 

take the holy water , put 
HOLY WATER BOTTLE HEAD OF BED - LORDS PRAYER - RANTS that in a bottle and tie 

a s tring right [ to the 
bo ttle and tie i t ]  on the head of your bed . And the only thing you go tta do is 
at nigh t  to say the Lord ' s  Prayer and no spirit w i l l  come around . [New Orleans , 

La . ,  ( 815) , 1150 : 11 . ] 
HOLY WATER OVER BED KEEPS SPIRITS OUT AT NIGHT 1 216 7 . Yeah , ho ly water is good 

for s pirits . You see , like i f  
the spirits worry you a t  nigh t ,  o r  any time of the day the spirits worry you . As 
long as you have ho ly wa ter over your bed and keep it in your room , that keeps 
the spirit out . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 823) , 119 2 : 2 . ] 

12168 . "Holy water give you good luck . Sprinkle i t  all ovah your bed . "  
[Mobile 883 : 9 • ] 

12169 . [Put holy water ] in de fo ' corner of  de hous e , dey s aid , twice a day -
six in de morning and s ix at  night - de ho ly water an ' ask f er lu ck . 

�ere do you get this holy water? )  
Wal I - yo ' kin buy dis ho ly water a t  de drug store . [ Jacksonville 7 69 : 4 . ] 
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1217 0 . "Use holy wa ter to drive ou t evil influence ;  throw it to de 4 cornahs 
of de house . "  [Mob ile 94 4 : 4 . ] 

1217 1 .  A hoodoo bag you ' re supposed to drop i t  either in the house o r  under 
the s teps of those you wish to bring ill luck to . Of course the hand you carry 

for good luck . A hoodoo bag doesn ' t look like a hand 
HOODOO BAG - WHAT IS IT? at all . I t  looks like a sache bag . You sew them and 

you put them around the wais t or around the leg . 
[ These def ini tions are too ab solu te , too exc lus ive . Some persons would call a 
hand a hoodoo bag , or this latter the former . ] [ Fredericksbur g ,  Va . ,  No . 43 ,  by 
Ediphone . ]  

1217 2 .  Hoodoo doctors put needles and p ins in these b ags . They tell you i t  
gives you sharp Zuak . [ Fredericksbur g ,  by Ediphone . ] 

1217 3 .  Mos tly they give them to gamblers . I t ' s  a little square bag of � 
par ticular color . And they tell them to � i t  next to their skin and that you 
will win . They don ' t te ll you what ' s  in that . They tell you if  you open i t  
you ' ll have bad luck . [Fredericksb urg , No . 43 by Ediphone . ]  

12174 . I t is said that i f  two people are 
HORSE - BETWEEN EARS OF - SEE GHOST riding horses and one p erson sees a gho s t  

and the o ther person can ' t s ee it , if  he 
[ second person ] l ies down on the horse ' s  back and looks be tween his [horse ' s ]  
ears , he can see the ghos t  the other person seen . [Frederi cksbur g ,  No . 35 by 
Ediphone . ]  

1217 5 . I have heard a gen tleman , people , say that you take a piece of horse
hair and put it  under your doors tep and you won ' t have any troub le with a evi l 

person coming to b o ther you , 
HORSEHAIR UNDER DOOR - KEEPS OUT EVIL INTENTION coming to your house .  [ Some-

how this be lie f sounds o ld .  
Horses and hags and wi tches are associated wi th horses . Does the presence o f  
a horsehair confuse the hag-witch and hold h e r  t o  d ayb reak? My wife and I s top
ped one nigh t here at the hotel in Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  on our way from Old Point 
Comfort ( no t  in Richmond as I said somewhere in HOODOO some years ago) - to War
renton on our way back to New York City . At b o th one-nigh t s tands I inte rviewed 
the b ellboy . My original trans crip tion by hand is at tached to manuscrip t .  This 
vas informant No . 33 . ] 

12176 . Take a piece of horsehair and put it in some whiskey and give to a 
person and it  will form snakes in ' em .  

HORSEHAIR I N  PERSON TURNS INTO SNAKES 

give it to ' em and they will come ou t  
out . [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 490) , 5 25 : 2 . ] 

( Is there any way of  ge tting those  
out , if you ge t them in? )  
Yeah , you kin take some sweet milk 

of  ' em.  Drink it  and they will come 

snakes 

and 
right 

1217 7 . Yo ' kin take a horsehair an ' take i t  an ' put it in a b o t tle of watah 
an '  let it  s tay fo ' a couple of  weeks , an ' she ' ll turn to a live little snake . 
[Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1310) , 2 220 : 3 . ] 

1217 8 .  Horse hairs in food come to be snakes in you . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (969) , 
1569 : 6 . ]  

12179 . Dey could b urn sulphur an ' s al t .  Salt an ' sulphur is good fo ' any
thing , good fo ' kil lin ' poison an ' it ' s  good luck . 

[Having turned o f f  machine because material did no t sound promising , I now 
res tart machine by repeating what  had been los t . ] 

(Is it good for , i f  they wan t to rent the room or  rent 
Yes . Wel l ,  ah tell yo ' sulphur an ' cayenne peppah an ' 

�· kin gi t de hoofs o f f  a shoe , yo ' know de boss es hoof , 
the house? ) 
salt - yo ' burn dat an ' 
an '  burn it every nigh t 
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HORSE HOOF - BURN EVERY NIGHT BEFORE GOING TO BED 
INHALE FUMES - ALSO BURN 3 :  SULPHUR - CAYENNE PEPPER 
AND SALT - BRINGS TRADE - KEEPS WHISKEY FROM POLICE 

do , why it mo ' den apt tuh come out all round • • •  

befo ' yo ' go tuh bed an ' 
yo ' s tay dere an ' inhale 
dat . Wel l ,  den whatevah 
kind of luck yo ' want or 
whatevah yo '  ask it tuh 

[Again I turn off machine too soon and mus t res tar t i t . ] 
( I f  you are selling any thing or anything o f  that sort?  Would that help bring 

in trade ? )  
Yes . Keep d e  police o f f  yo ' if  yo ' sellin '  wh iskey . [ Faye ttevi lle , N .  Car . , 

( 1411) , 25 35 : 6 . ] 
12180 . Wel l ,  if  yo ' 

smi th shop an ' gi t hoo f  
kin take three pieces . 

want good luck an ' s uccess , yo ' know , yo ' go to de black
from de horse hoo f , an ' yo ' take i t  an ' lay i t  down . Yo ' 
Have ' em all three de same length . An ' yo ' take an ' lay 

HORSE HOOF - AT BLACKSMI TH ' S  - 3 PIECES SAME LENGTH 
CROSS THEM : IN NAME OF FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST 
CROSSING 3 PIECES MAKES RIMLESS WHEEL - SEE DESIGN 
IN THE TEXT - PUT SULPHUR AND SALT ON DES IGN - LIGHT 
WHILE BURNING TALK TO I T  - TELLING IT WHAT YOU WANT 

' em [ demons trates ] : One 
fo ' de Father, one fo ' de 
Son an ' one fo ' de Ho ly 
Ghos t .  
(You cross them when you 
are doing i t . )  
Yes . An '  then yo ' put 

sulphur an ' salt on top of that , an ' while i t ' s  b urnin ' - burn i t  - an ' while 
i t ' s  b urnin ' , yo ' j is '  talk to it an ' tell it anything that yo ' want 

* to have - if yo ' want any good luck or anything yo ' want done . [ For 
this same des ign in other rites see those lis ted at end of ri te 1 18 79 . ]  
[ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419 ) , 2559 : 7 . } 

12181 . Yo ' take it  an ' s tir it up in yore cof fee , 
an ' yo ' s tir i t  up in yore cof fee . Jes ' like a horse 

HORSE MANURE - OF PREGNANT MARE - IN VICTIM ' S COFFEE 
THE SAME COLORS - WILL RUN VICTIM WILD LIKE A COLT 

de manure from a horse , 
i f  she carrying a - b irth 

a young col t - j es '  gain ' 
have a young col t , we ll 
yo ' take that an ' yo ' 
s tir it  up in yore [vic-

tim ' s ]  cof fee , the manure . An ' i t ' s b rown yo ' know j es '  like a cof fee color . 
An '  i f  y o ' [ vi c tim ] drink it , yo ' see , if yo ' drink it , that runs a person wild 
j es ' like a ho rse [ co l t ] . I t  wil l keep yo ' so yo ' can ' t s tay home , yo ' can ' t 
s tay nowhere - be always ga in ' . [Mobi le , Ala . , ( 6 88) , 9 5 8 : 2 . ] 

HORSE MANURE - AT FRONT DOOR - FAMILY FEUD 

dey kin have a family feud , yo ' know . 
(Jus t put this horses manure . Where now? ) 

1218 2 . Right at de front do ' of 
de family dat chew wish tuh make 
a dis turbance yo ' know , j is '  s o  

Ri gh t  a t  d e  fron t  do ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15 ) , 148 3 : 10 . ] 
12183 . Take animal manure and dry i t . See , you go t a good animal and dey 

want i t . See , dey take de animal manure and dry it right dry . Take an ' dey 
pound i t  up , see . And dey will take alcohol , see , 

HORSE �� - HORSE TRADER and put in dat manure and bury i t .  See , and den 
b ury i t  under dere doors tep . And you ' ll of ten b e  

t o  their house t o  sell ' em dat horse . See , you ' ll want to sell him dat horse 
be tter dan anybody else . And he [horse t rader ]  kin git de horse f rom you 
cheaper dan you b ought de hors e  fa ' . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 38) , 6 25 : 4 . ] 

1218 4 .  [Here is an int eres ting r i te ab out horseshoes b ut the language can 
be eas ily misunderstood . A horse walks with the curved part of his shoe forward , 
this being cal led a hee � !  The two ends o f  a horseshoe are called toes ! Linguis-
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tically a horse wa lks backwards ! The imagry o f  the following ri te is b ased upon 

HORSESHOE - LAID AT FRONT GATE BETWEEN TWO GATEPOS TS 
HEEL OR HORSESHOE [ CLOSED PART ] POINTING TO HOUSE 
SWEEP OVER HORSESHOE TOWARDS HOUSE 9 MORNINGS IN 
SUCCESSION - BACKS UP PERS ON INTO HOUSE - MUS T STAY 
TO KEEP PERSON IN HOUSE - CLOSED PART OR HEEL MUST 
POINT TO DOOR - TO SEND AWAY - CLOSED PART POINTS 
AWAY FROM HOUSE - THE WAY A HORSE WALKS FORWARDS 

these ideas and can caus e 
confusion . ]  
Do you wanta s tay in de 
house or do you wanta go ? 
( I  want to s tay in the 
house . )  
Yo ' gi t yo ' a horseshoe 
and yo ' don ' t have to 
p lace it ins ide de house . 

Place i t  in de f ront gate and turn de hors eshoe [ demons trates ] that [part ] goes 
back . [Which par t? Toes or hee l? ] Turn it in towards , to de house , an ' fo ' 9 
mornings sweep towards de house an ' tha t will keep you in de house . 

( S uppose a man and woman are in here and the woman wants to keep the man in 
the house . She wil l p ut the horseshoe ou t there [ a t  the p receding ga te ] you 
say . )  

Yes , sir , i f  she wants to keep him in , turn de back o f  the horseshoe ins ide 
[ turn hee l ,  the curved s ide ]  towards de house . I f  you turn de horseshoe de way 
de horse make the track [ toe toward the house , the way a horse would s tart away 
from the house ] that will make him [man ] go . I f  you turn it [hee l ,  curve o f  the 
hors eshoe ] towards yo ' [ towards the house ] it wil l make him come ,  s tay in de 
house . 

[ I  misunders tood . ]  
( I f  you turn these two ends [ toes ] o f  the horseshoe away from the house ? )  
No , sir , turn dem back to [ towards ] de house , that will keep him in de house . 
(We l l ,  now , suppose the woman wants to make him leave , then what does she do? )  
Wel l ,  i f  she wan t h im to leave , turn j es ' like de horses face [walks pointed 

away f rom house ] ;  yo ' turn de round part [heel ] of de shoe , j is ' turn it to de 
house . He wil l leave . [ Informant is a lit tle confusing . If you want to keep 
person in the house , keep b ack of horseshoe or heel toward house , you canno t 
b ack away from the hous e ;  i f  you want to send the person away , point the prongs 
or toes to the house , because that is the way you would walk away from the 
house . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 73) , 888 : 1 . ] 

121 85 . Da t ' s  very easy . You can take some o f  this black s t one [b lack lode
s tone ? ] and Van Van and sweet oil . You take all that and you mix i t  together , 

HORSESHOE - OVER DOOR - HIDING SMALL BOTTLE HOLDING 
BLACK STONE - VAN VAN - SWEET OIL - KEEPS LAW AWAY 

and you put that in a lit
tle sack or in a little 
bo t tle . You hang that 
over your door , under a 

horseshoe .  You put the horseshoe up and you hang your b o t tle under there , but 
you have the bot tle so that no one can see the bo ttle , b ut they can see the 
horseshoe . This b o ttle be ' s  behind the horseshoe . And no law in the world gon
na come in your p lace lessen they git permiss ion . They kin come someone to see 
the proprietor before he [ l aw ]  come in there . The horseshoe is in the right 
form j us t  like i t  lays on the animal ' s  foot [ p rongs or toes down ] but the bot
tle is fixed [hidden ] under there . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 809 ) , 1136 : 6 . ]  

1 2186 . (What do you do to keep the law away from a place ?  The law - to keep 
tbe po lice away ? )  

The poli ceman? 
(Yes . )  
Well,  I knows s ome o f  them puts a cross up on the side of their door . 
(What kind o f  a cross ? )  
[ Informant evidently though t a cross  is a cross  and I did not insis t . ] 
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A horseshoe - you know them horseshoe - a cross . They either take a horseshoe 
or ei ther they has some silver - j us t  like that is . [He pulls out a p iece of  

tinfoil . ]  Take a brand-new 
HORSESHOE OR CROSS AND TINFOIL KEEPS LAW AWAY 
TINFOIL - PIECE THAT NEVER HAS BEEN WALKED ON 

that never has walked on [ an 
unus ual express ion ]  you see , that 
never b een used . And b e  sure 

i t ' s a brand-new p iece . Put that there and put that horse fee t [horseshoe ] up
s ide down [prongs or toes up ] .  The law will never come there . [ Do no t use tin
foil picked up from s tree t or o f f  floor . For tinfoil from s tree t se e No . l219 2 . ]  

(Jus t  one horseshoe ? )  
Yes . He [policeman ] pass right on by there . [New Orleans , ( 843) , 128 : 2 . ] 
12187 . Hang a horseshoe ovah de back do ' . 
(Who does that ? )  
De bootleggahs . 
(What do they do that for ? ) 
Tuh bring in trade . 
(Horseshoe over the back door ? )  
Dat bringin ' in trade . [You] know de horseshoe is supposed tuh keep de law 

out . An '  de [ they ] git s ulphur an ' sprinkle round dere do ' tuh bring trade . 
[ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1283) , 2180 : 4 . ] 

12188 . [Put ] a horseshoe into yore front do ' • . •  
( To keep the ghos ts away o r  spirits away . )  
Yeassuh ,  yo ' take an ' use pepper an ' sal t .  
(Where ? ) 
Yo ' use i t  into yore house , into yore bed , yo ' see , to keep ' em ' way - to 

keep wi tchcrafts away . Dat ' s  de same thing , ah imagine . [ S t . Petersburg 16 49 : 4 . ]  
12189 . Ah heard dat chew could take a horseshoe off  a grey horse an ' turn 

i t  up , de p ' int up ovah yore do ' , an ' yo ' ll be lucky an ' de home wil l  be lucky . 

HORSESHOE OF GREY HORSE - POINT UP - OVER DOOR - LUCK 

HORSESHOE - UPSIDE DOWN - IN FIRE - SALT ON - WISH 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 365 ) , 
24 11 : 3 . ] 
12190 . Keep a hors eshoe 
fo ' good luck . 
(That is all you have to 
do ? )  
Dat ' s  de only thing ah 

heard dat yo ' kin do wit de horseshoe . Make a fiah an ' turn i t  ups i de down an ' 
as i t  burns , sprinkle salt on it an ' make some wishes wi th i t .  [ Florence , S .  
Car . , ( 129 2) , 2191 : 7 . ] 

1219 1 .  You ge t you a horseshoe . You ge t you 
door . You put one at the top and you put one at 

a horseshoe and put it at your 
the b o t tom and nail them down . 

2 HORSESHOES - 1 AT TOP AND 1 AT BOTTOM OF DOOR 
ONE NAILED TO UPPER PART OF DOOR - SWINGS WITH DOOR 
2 TOES OF SHOE WOULD BE POINTED UP TO HOLD UP LUCK 
SHOE AT BOTTOM OF DOOR - SADDLELESS  LIKE MANY DOORS 
WOULD BE EMBEDDED INTO SILL OR BOARD OVER SILL FLUSH 
WITH SURFACE - 2 TOES POINT OUTSIDE AND DOWN INTO 
WOOD - MAKING SURFACE OF SHOE LEVEL WITH FLOOR - IF 
GOOD FITTING JOB - SOME VISITORS WOULD NOT SEE SHOE 
YET - STILL GOOD IDEA TO CARRY RED PEPPER IN POCKET 

When [where ] your friends 
come in the house where 
you is . And put the 
horseshoe down and make 
friends which had been 
your enemies . But now 
they ' re friends when you 
put the horseshoe . They 
come and see you . And i f  
you ' re out where they is , 

pepper in your pocket , red pepper in your pocket . 
where you is af ter you done p ut the horseshoe out 

you j ust  tote you s ome 
Well , they ' re going to come 

to make friends , they can ' t do 
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you any harm . This is like to keep anybody away from you . 
(Ri ght on the top of the door and le t the two pieces 

[ the toes or 2 prongs ] hang down? ) 
Let the two pieces hang down . 
(How do you put i t  on the b o t tom? ) 

429 3  

You put i t  a t  the door but you go t ta cut a track down in the door where the 
door can open,  you see , and put the horseshoe down in there where the door j ust  
comes right on over that . 

(Whi ch way do the ends point , in or out , do you know? )  
Ends point out,  out o f  the house . 
(And do you cover that wi th something? Can they s ee it  down there ? )  
Yes , they can see i t  but they don ' t know what i t  is . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 76) , 

15 79 : 8 . ] 
1219 2 .  Said they gi t three horseshoes , an ' go in de s tree t an ' pick [up ] 

cigare t pack , an ' gi t de tinsel [ tinfo i l ]  o ffen dere an ' cover dose horseshoes 

HORSESHOES 3 - COVER WITH TINFOIL FROM STREET - BURY 
UNDER THEIR S TEPS - TO MOVE PEOPLE FROM THE HOUSE 

up ,  an ' bury ' em undah de 
s tep of de house . Dat 
will make dem move out .  
(You take three whole 

horseshoes 
Yessuh . 

2649 : 17 . ]  

and cover them with this tinfoil , and you bury them under the step s ? )  
[ For tinfoil no t from s tree t ,  see 12 186 . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1460) , 

1219 3 .  To keep de law away from a place . Well , ah ' ve heard o f ,  they take a 
horseshoe an ' put it up ovah de do ' . That ' s  whut ah ' ve heard of about that . 
[Waycross 1839 : 3 .  ] 

-- --

12 19 4 .  Gi t a horseshoe an ' nail i t  up ovah yo ' do ' ,  an' yo ' be  lucky an ' 
successful an ' de law don' t have-tO come to yore ho�. Nail i t  right ovah yo ' 
do ' or righ t  at  de bot tom o f  yo ' do '�Horseshoe at b o ttom of door no t usual , 
yet�e No . l2 19 1 . ] [Waycross , Ga�l7 32 : 1 . ] 

12 19 5 . (How do you keep the law away? ) 
Hang a horseshoe ovah de front do ' pointin ' down . [Memphis 15 25 : 7 . ] 
12 196 . You take a horseshoe and put it  over the door and take some s ilver 

pape r  [ tinfoil ] and wrap i t  around i t , and hang it on top of [ ove r ]  the door . 
You put the p rongs down . And you won ' t have any troub le � the spirit coming 
back . [ From bellboy at hotel in Petersburg , Va . ,  night my wife and I stayed 
there in 19 36 . He was informant 33 . My original transcrip tion made a few days 
later at tache d . ] 

1219 7 . Take a horseshoe an ' nail i t  up ovah de front do ' - or either take 
.!!!:!!. lumb er - take an ' repair some parts of de house wit new lumber , an ' dat 
would run de spiri ts away . [ Brunswick 19 89 : 2 . ] 

12198 .  Take a horseshoe an ' nail it up ovah yore do ' , ovah each do ' , an ' dey 
say an' dat wil l keep de evil spiri t ou t chure house .---[Way cross  1746 : 2 . ] 

1219 9 . Yo ' s upposed to put a horseshoe turned bottom inverted , wi th de legs 
of de horseshoe � towards de do ' an 1  d e  bo t tom part facing down de d o ' , as yo ' 
co.e in , an ' this is supposed to keep de ghos ts ou t of  anyone ' s  house . [S t .  
Petersburg 1621 : 6 . ] 

12200 . Tuh keep ghos tses outa mah home , use horseshoes ovah mah do ' s .  
[Florence 2220 : 5 . ]  

12201 . Nail  dat horseshoe nai l  fo ' luck up 
horseshoe [nail ] an ' nail  i t  up dere ovah yore 

HORSESHOE NAILS - 1 ONLY - OVER INSIDE OF DOOR 

ovah yore do ' .  Yo ' take dat 
do ' on de inside . Dat ' s fo ' luck 

to a home . [Brunswick ,  Ga . , 
(12 14) , 206 1 : 3 . ] 
1220 2 .  Yo ' kin take a horseshoe 
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an ' two horseshoe nails [ these 2 nails are changed to one later ] .  An '  if  yo ' kin 
gi t a chance to , take dat horseshoe an ' bury it under de person ' s  do ' steps or any 
p lace - or any place . An ' dat will drive ' em away too . An ' j es '  drive dat horse
shoe right down at dere do ' . If i t ' s  in de ground it don ' t make any difference . 

(Just one nail from the horseshoe? ) 
HORSESHOE AT VICTIM' S S TEPS 
HORSESHOE NAIL DRIVEN INTO WALL 
MAKES VICTIM LEAVE THE HOUSE 

Jes ' one nail from de horseshoe . 
(You don ' t  have to put the horseshoe under the 
ground , j us t  the nail? ) 
Take dat nail from outa de horseshoe , drew de 

nail f rom de horseshoe , an ' take de hors eshoe an ' carry it to yore [ victim ' s ]  
house an '  take de nail at dey house an ' drive dat nail into de wall . Dey will 
absolutely leave . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 15 3 7) , 27 78 : 9 . ] 

12203 . Now, lis ten , she kin take nine horseshoe nails , s ome sulphur and 
lard , put those nails in de lard and s ulphur at six ' clock in de  morning . And 
then leave ' em there unti l  six ' clock in de evening ,  s tanding at  chure do ' dere , 
an '  call i t . Put dem nails up on top yore door like tha t [ demonstra tes ] .  

HORSESHOE NAILS 9 - INTO SULPHUR AND LARD - AT 6 A . M .  
LET THEM S TAND AT YOUR DOOR UNTIL 6 P . M .  - THEN LAY 
NAILS ALONG TOP LEDGE OF DOOR - CALLING PERSON ' S NAME 
3 TIMES : I I  SAM ! SAM ! SAM ! COME HEAH ! II - HE I LL COME 

say , "Sam !  Sam !  Sam !  Come heah ! " And he would come . 
at , he ' ll come . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 878 : 1 3 . ] 

(Lay them along the ledge 
at the top of  the door ? )  
Yes , den you lay them up 
there and then you call 
him three times by his 
name . Jes ' like you ' d 

Ah don ' t care where he ' s  

12204 . Ah ' ve heard about horseshoe nails . Dey tell me yo ' gi t nine horse
shoe nails dat ' s  mighty good luck . But de way ah ' ve heard about de nine horse

HORSESHOE NAILS 9 - STICK THEM INTO PIECE OF FLANNEL 
ALTERNATING THEM HEADS AND TAILS - TIE INTO PACKAGE 
THIS TIES UP "SHARP LUCK" - KEEP IN HOUSE FOR LUCK 

shoe nails , yo ' take them 
nine horseshoe nails an ' 
wrap them up in a piece 
of flannel clo th . Jes ' 
have de head this way 

heah , j es '  change ' em disaway [ info rmant demons trates ] .  
(You put one head one way and one the o ther . )  
Yes sir . An '  then yo ' - after yo ' put a piece of  cord , yo ' tie i t  tight . 

An '  dey say yo ' keep dat in yore house . Tha t ' s mighty good luck in yore home . 

HORSESHOE NAILS 9 - NAME THEM - TIE "HEAD AND TAIL" 
TELLING WHAT YOU WANT - PACKAGE OVER DOOR - LUCK 

[Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 11 74 ) , 
19 8 2 : 9 . ] 
12205 . De hors eshoe - git 
nine horseshoe nails , an ' 

yo ' tie ' em head an '  tail , an ' 
fo ' luck .  

yo ' name ' em, an ' put ' em ovah yore do ' ,  an ' dat ' s 

(What would you name them? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' name ' em fo ' j es ' whut chew want ' em tuh do . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 12 

( 1206 ) , 2040 : 2 . ] 
1 2 206 . I f  you go t a j ob an ' wanta 

where you kin find an old horseshoe . 
hold it , why yo ' go out to any little place 
An' take a couple of nails - horseshoe 

FIND OLD HORSESHOE WITH 9 NAILS OR ADD NAILS NEEDED 
WHERE YOU WORK - BURY UNDER EAST CORNER - JOB SAFE 

nails - nine of ' em, an ' 
put round dat shoe . Take 
i t  back [ to place where 
you work ] and bring them 

with that , an ' go under in de eas t corner o f  dat place , an '  put dat horseshoe 
down . Put in dere so nobody kin dig i t  up , so it  can ' t be found , an '  leave i t  
dere . Nobody kin have your j ob .  
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(You find that horseshoe that has nine nails in i t  and you take that whole 
horseshoe . You don ' t take the nails out or  anything like that? ) 

No , leave ' em in dere , j us t  as is . [ S t .  Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 10 25) , 166 1 : 5 . ] 
1220 7 . Sech as ah heard people take horseshoe nails . An ' dey take ' em  an '  

make a [ finger ] rind out o f  ' em tuh give ' em luck . 

HORSESHOE-NAIL RING FOR FINGER - LUCK 

(Lucky for what ? )  
Fo ' gamb lin ' o r  fo ' anything . 
(A horsesho e-nail ring? ) 
Yes . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 1394) , 
2505 : 6 . ] 

if  yo ' want to an ' make a ring . 
Ga . ,  ( 1269 ) , 2148 : 10 . ] 

12208 . Yo ' git  a used horseshoe nail 
It ' s  good luck to wear for a ring . [ S avannah , 

1 2 209 . Dey us e a horseshoe nail fo ' a ring . Dat ' s  good luck , wear i t  fo ' a 
ring . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 24) , 205 2 : 2 . ] 

12210 . To ge t a j ob ,  he showed me a nut . Keep in pocket when talking to 
boss . Called a horsenut . [ The B lack-Indian roo t doc tor  of Richmond , Va . ,  had 
shown this nut to me . I did no t recognize it . Buckeyes and ches tnuts I knew . 
Whe ther he gave me this nut I no longer remember , but he did present me wi th a 
lucky root I carried in my recording machine . Every time I showed it  to another 
root doctor i t  was called useless , a fake ! A par t o f  this comment re co rded , 
Richmond ,  Va . ,  ( 385 ) , 3 3 1 : 6 . ]  

1 2 211 . Dey tell me yo ' b uy 
Friday , an ' Friday nigh ts , an ' 

some insane [ incense ] an ' yo ' burn dat every 
dat will make yo re place come to be lucky . An ' 

INCENSE - BURN FRIDAY NIGHTS FOR BUSINESS 
JOHN DE CONK.AH SEWED IN CLOTH ABOUT WAIST 

some say yo ' git dis John de Conkah 
an ' put i t  in a clo th an ' sew it up , 
an ' put i t  round yore waist an ' it  
makes yore home be  happy , an ' yore 

place be lucky an ' success ful . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 10 7 7 ) , 1744 : 10 . ] 
1221 2 . Yo ' could burn this incens e . S ome of ' em burn i t  befo ' twelve a ' clock 

in de day , an' dat will draw in a crowd . 

INCENSE - BURN BEFORE NOON FOR BUSINESS 
( I f  you are selling anything? )  
Yes . I f  yo ' sellin ' o r  e i ther i f  yo ' 
rentin ' de rooms , dat will rent dem 

fo ' yo ' . Burn de incense b efo ' twelve a ' clock . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1454) , 

INCENSE - SUGAR - BURN - BUSINESS : 6 A . M .  NOON 6 P . M .  
264 3 : 7 . ]  
1221 3 . Yo ' git some 
incense an ' mix a little 

sugah wi th it an ' yo ' burn dat . Dat ' s  drawin' power , dat draws . An ' yo ' burn 
dat at hours , yo ' know : lak six a ' c lo ck ,  twelve an ' six in de evenin ' . Dat draws 
mo '  cus tomahs . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38) , 1517 : 11 . ] 

INCENSE - BURN 7 MORNINGS - SAYING : 
WHOSOMEVER STOLE MAH GOODS BRING 'EM 

12214 . Yo ' git some o f  dis incense and 
burn it fo ' seven mo rnings . Now, if you 
know the name o f  that person ,  you call 
the name , but i f  you do no t know the name ,  

yo ' j es t  say , Whosomever sto le mah goods� bring 'em. And they will bring them 
back . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 3) , 889 : 8 . ] 

12 215 . Ah heard i f  yo ' had a enemy , a unfeeling 
ter agains t chew , tuh go out in de morning befo ' de 

BEFORE SUNRISE IN OPEN FIELD - BURN INCENSE - THROW 

enemy who was hard an '  bit
sunrise in an open field , 

SALT & OLIVE OIL TO RISING SUN - WISH - CHANGES ENEMY 

an ' take salt an' olive 
oil , ah think it is , an' 
burn incense . An '  take 
dis salt an' olive oil 
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an ' make yore wish , an ' throw i t  toward de sunrise , before it rises , an ' dey 
will feel to [ for ] yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1 104) , 17 7 8 : 7 . ] 

12216 . Wel l ,  yo ' goes tuh work an ' yo ' gi t chew some incense an ' yo ' burn i t  
i n  yore lamp or anywhere , roun ' evah mawnin ' ' fore de sun rise . An ' yo ' talk 

INCENSE - BURN BEFORE SUNRISE - TALK TO IT - LUCK 
tuh de incense whils t it 
smokin ' - whils t it burnin ' -
an' s ay whut chew want it  

tuh b ring toward yore place , an ' dat will bring yo ' good luck . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

INCENSE - BURN MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY 
FLUSH S TEPS AND SIDEWALK WITH SALT WATER 
THIS BRINGS IN TRADE AND PROTECTS THE PLACE 

( 1365 ) , 2412 : 9 . ] 
12217 . Wel l ,  sometimes yo ' kin 
take incense . Yo '  know what dat 
is . Yo ' burn it Thursdays an' 

Wednesdays . An ' yo ' take an ' 
wash yore front s teps wit dis salt dat chew makes ice cream out o f .  Den yo ' 
throw de water inside an ' le t i t  run outs ide . Let i t  run back outside . Den yo ' 
wash dose things . Ah know dose are lucky . 

( Then you wash wha t ? ) 
Yo ' wash yore front out [sidewalk off ] . S tand in front an ' p o ' yo ' water up 

[ to the building ] an ' le t it run back down [ to gut ter and ] out . An ' wash de 
place all out good an '  burn i t  [ incense ] Thursdays , Wednesdays an ' Mondays . 

(Any parti cular time those days that you burn that incense ? )  
Well,  i t ' s b es t tub burn i t  ' bout five [ usually 6 ]  an '  twelve . 
( Five when? )  
I n  de evening ,  twelve in d e  day . [ S t .  Pe tersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1004) , 1620 : 1 . ] 
12218 . Take that incense and put i t  in a lamp ? 
(No , to keep the husband from running around , you said ? )  
To keep the husband from running around ? 
(Yes . )  
Well , i f  her husband is running around , she burn a lamp on him . See . That ' s  

to make him come back to her . 
( Tell me the who le thing right [ from the beginning ] .  The whole thing . )  
She burn a lamp on him , yes . 
(All right . )  
She take this incense and put i t  in the lamp . 
(Yes ? )  
Wel l ,  she ' ll light i t and burn i t  low in the daytime and high at night . Well 

that ' s  to draw him back to her ,  you see . 
( I  see .  If he ' s  running around with other women . )  [ Vicksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 73 7 ) , 

1008 : 1 . ] 
12219 . Burn incense to get a man ' s money in the room where he is . [Wilming

ton 114 : 8+85 • ] 
12 220 . Burn incense . Burn that fo ' 9 days an ' yo ' ll draw in c us tomers . 

[Waycross by No . ll7 2 , about cyl . l732 . ] 
1 2 2 2 1 .  Dey burn incense . 
(To keep the law away? )  
Yessuh .  [ Faye tteville 256 1 : 4 . ] 
12222 . Luaky Hearts InaenseJ 3 aornered square [ informant ' s  word for these 

hear t-shaped or triangularly shaped obj ects to be burned ] ,  b urn tho s e  li ttle 
numb ers in them, ge t the dus t from this incense , put i t  in your money when p lay
ing po licy [a gambling game ] , good luck . [This is my condensation of a rite 
from cylinders los t before they could be transcribed . Informant 9 6 2 , also given 
elsewhere in HOODOO , good , from 155 2 : 5 ,  Memphis , Tenn . ] 

1 2 2 2 3 . [ This may be my firs t encounter wi th that cas ting-of-lots-device - as 
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o ld as his tory ,  in many forms , under many names - the JACK, a p ersonal fet ish 
WHO answers your ques tions YES or NO . My original transcrip tion in pencil is 
at tached here to manus crip t of HOODOO. ] ( "Did no t copy , wi ll use only in foot
no te . On wha t would have been cylinder 321 et c .  S tory in which root doctor 
seems to use a mechanical toy whi ch he calls JACK & to which he [ doctor ] gives 
orders . He wound it [ perhap s a child ' s  toy ! ] .  [ This mechanical obj e c t ]  goes 
under bed of s i ck person . Something wrong with informant ' s  voice [ ! ! ! ]  & badly 
recorded [no thing wrong with voice but with machine ] .  Happened in Amelia Co . , 
Va . ,  1908 , in country . )  [ I  have re ferred to this particular JACK several times 
in HOODOO. For a good account of  this ancient device see THE "JACK-BALL" MAN , 
pp . l59 3- 1599 ; a lso MOJO EXPERT , pp . l247-1268 , v . 2 . ] 

122 24 . I f  yo ' know fo ' certain dat somebody had carried s omepin roun ' yore 
house an ' yo ' didn ' t wan ta gi t hurt , why i t ' s no way dat dey kin hurt chew den . 
We ll,  now de only way dat yo ' git  hurt by anythin ' lak dat is no t knowin ' ; but 

INSIDE OF YOU - GETTING SOMETHING 
THE ONLY WAY HOODOO CAN HURT YOU 

' long as yo ' have anything on yore mind 
' bout anybody trickin ' yo ' or anything lak 
dat , i t  kinnot happen , unless  dey git it  
ins ide o f  yo ' .  [This reminds me o f  the 

old saying : Shoot a ghost and you wi l l  always draw b lood. ] [Wi lson , N .  Car . , 
( 1459 ) , 2649 : 1 . ]  

12225 . Yo ' supposed tuh use Jockey Club perfume . 
( I t ' s Jockey Club o r  Jack of Clubs . ) 

Well,  ah cain ' t gi t i t  right . 
(Jack of Clubs from the deck of cards or  the j ockey that rides a ho rse ? )  
Yeah ,  j acke t dat chew put on yo ' Per fume [ ! ! ! ] .  Yo ' supposed tuh use dat an '  

garlic . Keep garl ic in yo re pocket an ' Jack of Clubs in yore pocket , an ' yo ' 

JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - RUB ON GARLIC IN POCKET - GAMBLING 
supposed tuh have 
luck in gamblin ' . 
(What do you do , put 

this pe rfume on 
of  the moment ! ]  

the garlic? ) [ Is this for real or a p iece o f  concoted wi tticism 

Put i t  on de garlic  an ' on yore han ' when yo ' goin ' 
garli c in yore pocket an '  de Jack of Clubs , j is '  po ' a 
ban ' an ' go into de gamblin ' , see , an ' have yo ' garlic 
phis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 15 2 7 : 5 . ] 

to a game . But keep de 
little b i t  out in yo re 
in yore pocket . [Memr 

12226 . Jockey Club and White Rose perfumes 
gamb ling : on hands , forehead and behind ears . 

rubbed on 3 p laces for luck in 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 835 ) , 125 7 : 4 . ] 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKA.H PREPARED TO MEET BOSS AND JOB 
3 PERFUMES : HEARTS COLOGNE - HONEY SUCKLE - CRABAPPLE 
tEASPOONFUL OF HONEY - TEASPOONFUL OF ALLSPICE - IN 
BO'l'TLE - ADD SPOONFUL OF WHISKEY - REST ON A SHELF 
111 'DIE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST 
WEAR SOCKS INS IDE OUT WHEN LEAVING TO SEE BOSS AND 
ALSO ANOINT YOURSELF WITH THE CONTENTS OF THE BOTTLE 

12227 . (When you go to 
ge t the j ob? ) 
You ge t High John [ de  
Conkah ] and hartshorn 
[ this name for an old-
fashioned chemical some
times given to Hearts 
Co logne ! Not a confu-
sion ,  but a mispronun

ciation ] ,  honey suckle , crabapple [ 3  perfumes ] and you put these in there with 
a teaspoonful of honey and a teaspoonful of allspi ce ,  these ground spices , cloves 
[other unnamed ] . 

(Cloves ? )  
Yes . 
�ell , how do they use that?  I mean - you put it  in this bottle . What do you 

� with that then , that bo t tle? ) 
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They puts i t  up on a shelf  in the Name of  the Lord • • • •  
(You put - grind i t  up and put a spoonful of  High John the Conquer in this 

too . Put i t  in the b o t tle and then - what did you say you use the name o f ,  when 
you [ they ] put it on themse lves and when they go right down and they get the 
j ob ? ) 

Put i t  on yourself and you go right down [ to see bos s ] . Course you got the 
odor on you too . 

( I  see . Tha t odor is on you whi le you are talking to the boss , so  he ' s 
likely to give you the j ob .  I see . And you say , In the Name of the Father, Son 
and Ho Ly Ghost . ) 

Af ter they do tha t ,  they anoint their fee t ,  and then they turn the ir sock on 
the wrong side and use tha t same s tuff . And turn the sock from the wrongs ide 
out , when they are going down there . 

(Both socks or j us t  one of them? ) 
Both o f  them . 
(Put both o f  them wrongside out? ) 
Yes . 
(They put the s tuff on them that they use to ge t the j ob ? )  
Yes . 
(When they are going down , j us t  turn their socks wrongside out on them. I 

see . )  [Newport News , Va . ,  (479 ) , 499 : 5 . ] 
12 2 2 8 .  Wal ,  yo ' kin gi t dat John de Conker , called de King of de WorZd. 

Ah ' ve tried dat an ' dat ' s  no t so good . Wal , yo ' take it when yo ' git it an ' git 

JOHN DE CONKAH = KING OF DE WORLD - SEW INTO RED 
FLANNEL - INTO PACKAGE STICK 12 NEW PINS - WEAR IN 
LEFT POCKET - FEED IT 9 DROPS OF HEARTS PERFUME 
EVERY 3 WEEKS - KEEP S ALL ENEMIES AWAY - EVEN LAW 

chew a piece of red flannen , 
see , an ' sew dat up in a 
piece o f  red flannen . 
( S ew this John de Conkah up 
in this red flannel . )  
Dat ' s  right an ' den gi t chew 

some Hearts Perfume [bo t tle has 2 or  more small red hearts on lab el ]  an ' put chew 
9 drops on dere . An '  put chew twelve pins in dat , see , right out a bran ' -new 
package of pins . Wear i t  in yore left pocket every day yo ' go . An ' in a cer
tain length of  time , dat odor  - yo ' has to per fume it  ovah ag ' in - dat means 
every 3 weeks . I t ' ll work fo ' yo ' ,  too . Ah ' ve tried dat . 

(What do you wear this lit t le bag for? What is that supposed to do? )  
We ll , dat ' s  to keep yore enemies away from yo ' . An '  if yo ' wanta start any 

business , yo ' have success an ' good luck after dat - no cops to bother , nuthin 
atall [ at all ] . Dey might come to yore ·place but when dey come to  de place 
dey ' ll s it  down an ' talk with yuh . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1012) , 16 38 : 3 . ] 

12229 . They says to have luck : well you know you kin take a p iece of lode-
s tone . You kin take a lodestone an ' git chao piece of ' High John de Conkah ro ot . 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - LODESTONE - RED FLANNEL BAG 
SEW INTO - 3 TIMES WEEKLY POUR PERFUME ON [FEED IT ] 
LODESTONE WILL GROW - HAS HAIRS - WILL MOVE TOO 
LAY IT ON THIS TABLE [BETWEEN US ] • • •  GO BACK ABOUT A 
HALF HOUR AFTER - IT 'D BE DONE MOVED - FOR GAMBLING 
THIS CALLED BLACK LODESTONE - THERE ARE OTHER KINDS 

An '  yo ' kin take dat an ' 
put i t  in a piece of  red 
flannin [ flannel ] ,  an ' 
take an ' sew it up . An' 
g i t  chao some perfume an ' 
pour it  over the re . An ' 
you ' ll have good luck in 
any games you go in . You 

will win . That ' s to draw luck 
[with the perfume ] say about 3 
An' that lodes tone will grow . 
[fee�ng it ] the larger i t  be . 

- lodes tone would . Jis ' bathe [ usually fe ed] it 
times a week to keep it kin ' a moss ted [moist ] .  
See , that would grow • • •  j is '  as long as you keep 

An '  as it grow , lit tle hairs will come out , 
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little teenny hairs . Yo ' kin see ' em comin ' out . I t ' s a lodes tone , look j is ' 
like a p iece o f  coal [ several places in HOODOO this is  called b laak Lodestone ] .  
But only them hairs • • •  an' they will move too . You could take a piece of that an ' 
lay i t  on this tab le [between us ] in one place , an ' then you go back about a half 
an hour after , i t ' d be done moved . [Richmond , Va . , (36 1) , 29 7 : 9 . ] 

12230 . They take tha t gunpowder and John de Conkah an ' put all that together 
and yo ' wrap that all up in a j ohmo , j omoh in a red piece of flannen an ' yo ' take 

GUNPOWDER AND JOHN DE CONKAH WRAPPED IN RED FLANNEL 
CALLED A JOMOH [A HAND ] - FEED IT HEARTS COLOGNE 
9 MORNINGS - I F  YOU DON ' T  SEE A CHANGE - THROW IT 
AWAY - ANYONE TRYING TO HOODOO YOU WILL SOON APPEAR 

that  then and yo ' git chew 
some Hearts Cologne and yo ' 
water [feed]  ' er nine days , 
nine mawnin ' s  • • •  

(You water [feed] it? ) 
Yes sub . Give it  dat 

Hearts Co Logne on it fer 9 mawnin ' s ,  and on [after ] de 9 mawnin ' s  if there don ' 
b e  a change , on the ninth mawnin ' , you throw i t  away . 

(What do you do this for? ) 
Dey say i f  anybody tryin� to do anything to you,  that thing will fix [hoodo o ]  

' em .  It will b ring them t o  you . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 2 ) , 765 : 1 . ] 
12231 . Yo ' go git chew a piece of root - John de Conkah root - and bury it 

in de ground ' bout three days . Take it  out and git chew a bott le of Hearts 

JOHN DE CONKAH - BURY 3 DAYS - PIECE OF IT IN BOTTLE 
WITii HEARTS COLOGNE AND SUGAR - CHEW PIECE IN FRONT 
O F  BOSS - FOR JOB LOOK HIM RIGHT IN DE EYE AND SPIT 

Co logne an ' a little b i t  
sugah and sew i t  up tight 
in a bag . And chew you a 
p iece ob [ o f ]  dat John de 
Conkah roo t . And when you 

go an ' knoak de boss [ knock on the door? ] fer a j ob ,  j es t  look h im right dead in 
de eye , s ays , " Captain , I want a j ob . " An '  j es t  look him right in de eye and 
spi t . And he say , "All right , boy , come on heah . "  He ' ll give you a j ob . But 
look him in de eye , if you want a j ob - look right in de eye . [ Charles ton , 
S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 45 : 6 . ] 

12232 . Gi t you White John de Conkah root - piece of white - piece o f  white 
roo t  and i t ' s hard . [Only t ime I ever heard of white ! ] You take a knife or 

LODESTONE - S ILVER DIME - NEEDLE POINT - RED FLANNEL 
BAG - WEAR - CHEW P IECE OF WHITE JOHN DE CONKAH - SP IT 
SPIT FINE - GETS ON BOSS CLOTHES - CANNOT SEE - JOB 

a j ob , you talk to ' um,  but you kinda sp it real fine and 
clo thes . 

(Spi t ? ) 
Yes . 
[ I turn of f recording machine but soon res tart i t . ] 

hat che t or somepin and 
cut i t .  And you put it 
in your mouth and whilst 
you goin ' round to dose 
p erson where you wants 
let it  get on dere 

(To help you with this , to ge t that j ob , you get some lodes tone . )  
Get some lodes tone . You get dat lodes tone and put i t  in de red flannel and 

you ties i t  up with a ten cent p iece [a  silver dime ] and need le point . When 
[ then ]  you wear dat in de pocket separate from anything where no tobacco or noth
in' kin gi t with i t ,  if you have to make you a li ttle pocket [bag ] - you j ust 
wear i t  wi th dat , and you - de person you go to ' em and talk to ' em  with dat , 
vby you ' ll finally draw dere attention and you ' ll get de j ob .  [Vicksburg , Mis s . , 
(743) ' 10 13 : 1 .  1 

1 2233 . Dat High John de Conkah root  by hi tself , yo ' kin take dat in de mawn
in '  an '  yo ' kin git up ' fo re de sun rise , an ' dere ' s a word dat chew have tuh say 
befo '  de sun rise , an ' look to de eas t .  Po ' a lit tle of  it out of de bottle ,  de 
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HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - IN BOTTLE WITH HEARTS COLOGNE 
OR PUR8 GIN WYISKEY - BEFORE SUNRISE - LOOK TO EAST 
POUR LIQUID FROM BOTTLE INTO HAND - RUB HAND ACROSS 
FACE 3 TIMES JUST AS THE SUN RISES - WHILE SAYING 
SO WE LIVE , SO WE DIE - THEN YOU WILL INHERIT MONEY 

liquid o ffa de root  into 
yore han ' an ' rub it cro ss 
yore face three times . 
(What will tha t do? ) 
Dat ' s  to inherit mo ' money . 
(Wha t wo rds do you say ? ) 
Jes ' say , "So  we l ive , so 

we die , "  po ' a little b i t  in yore han ' an ' rub it cross yore face an ' look to 
where de sun ris in ' in de mawnin ' . 

(Wha t kind o f  liquid do you put in the bo t tle ? ) 
Yo ' kin put gin whiskey on i t ,  or  ei thah Hearts Co logne - nuthin excusin ' dat . 

Hearts Co logne or ei thah pure gin whiskey [ gin or white whiskey ] .  [ Flo rence , S .  
Car . , ( 1306 ) , 2 2 10 : 11 . ] 

1 2 2 34 .  I f  you is gamb ling and you wants luck , 
dus t. See . You git you a dime - a silver dime . 

wel l you ' ll gi t you some s tee l 
Gi t that dime and you put i t  

i n  a p iece of flannel ,  and 
you take i t  and you git  a 
pie ce o f  John de Conkah 
root . See , that John de 
Conkah root . You takes 
all that and you put i t  
down i n  there . Stee l dust,  

GAMBLING HAND AND ALL INTO FLANNEL :  JOHN DE CONKAH 
STEEL DUST - SILVER DIME - CINNAMON - VAN- VAN OR 
JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - KEEP THIS FLANNEL PACKAGE IN 
POCKET - AND RUB IT IN THERE - NEVER LET ANYONE SEE 
YOU RUBBING [ UNLUCKY ] OR SEE THE HAND [ LOSES POWER] 

and then you get you some o f  that cinnamon powde r .  You unders tand . And you 
takes tha t down [ from shelf ] and put it in there , and then you git you some van
van . You ever heard o f  that . Or some good Jockey C lub Perfume . And you put i t  
[ flannel package or hand] in your pocke t . See , that s tee l dus t draws . Then you 
put it in your pocket and every time you wants to gamb le wi th somebody , you take 
i t  and rub it like tha t in your hand . You see . Take i t  and rub i t  in your hand 
but don ' t le t ' em see you . And whatever you doing,  you going to be lucky . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 8 71) , 1412 : 3 . ] 

12235 . I ' ve heard talk an ' I ' ve known it 
John de Conkah . An ' she taken an ' put i t  in 

done , ge t tin ' a roo t  they call 
a bot tle an ' tote [ carried ] i t  

WOMAN WI TH  BOTTLED JOHN DE CONKAH PRETENDS T O  THROW 
IT  AT RISING SUN 10 MORNINGS - TO BRING HER MAN BACK 

with he r fo ' 10 mawnin ' s .  
When she ge t up • • •  dey go 
to de ris in '  of de sun fo ' 
ten mawnin ' s  an '  have dat 

[bottle ]  in her right hand by her ri ght side , an ' give it throw-off like that 
[makes a motion of throwing the root towards the sun ] . Regain her husband . 

JOHN DE CONKAH - FEED COLOGNE OR WHISKEY 
EVERY TIME YOU EAT OR GAMBLE - LUCKY 

[Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 7 2) , 19 4 : 4+85 . ]  
12236 . Say take John de Conker. I t ' s 
in de woods , i t ' s  a weed , yo ' take hit.  
It ' s  got a whole lotta spring to it . 

An ' put i t  in a bo ttle an' feed it , feed it wi th cologne or whiskey . Yo ' feed 
it eve r '  time yo ' eat , or ever ' time yo ' go tuh gamb lin ' . Feed it an ' dey say 
hi t ' s  lucky . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455 ) , 2645 : 16 . ] 

122 3 7 . Dey got a lodes tone 
LODESTONE - OIL OF CINNAMON - JOHN DE CONKAH - SPIT dat ' s  p re t ty good an ' it ' s  

oil of cinnamon , an ' yo ' 
kin gi t - i f  yo ' kin gi t John de Conkah - dat ' s good to use in sp i t tin ' when yo ' 
go in , yo ' know . 

(To get a j ob ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38) , 15 19 : 1 . ] 
12238 . Git a p iece o f  lodes tone an '  a p iece of John de Conkah root  an '  a 
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LODESTONE - ADAM-AND-EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH 
SEW INTO RED FLANNEL - WEAR - LUCK AND JOB 

piece o f  Eve-an ' -Adam root [Adam 
and Eve ] root  an ' sew it  up in a 
red p iece of flannel an '  wear 
dat . Dat ' s  fo ' luck an' j obs . 

JOHN DE CONKAH - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - IN PERFUME 
24 HOURS - PUT ON HANDKERCHIEF - WAVE AT BOSS 

[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1090) , 1758 : 2 . ] 
12 2 39 . Take Hearts Perfume an ' 
yo ' take dis blacksnake root an ' 
take de John de Conkah an '  yo ' 

put i t  in dis perfume an ' let i t  s tay fo ' 
hours , yo ' put dat perfume on yo ' an ' yo ' 
yo ' take dis per fume on yore han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
s trates ] .  

(Jus t  wave i t  around . )  

twenty- fo ' hours an ' in twenty-fo ' 
go down an '  as yo ' ask ' im  fo ' a j ob ,  
an ' yo ' wavin ' it lak dis [ demon-

Jes ' wave an ' dat ' ll change his mind an ' he ' ll give yo ' a j ob ,  even if yo ' 
qui t ,  an ' he ' ll send back fo ' yo ' .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , { 1423) , 251 8 : 3 . ] 

12240 . I would get me a snakeroo t  and I would put that in a p iece of  red 
flannel , and I would put that in my pocket , and I would get me a he John de 

SNAKEROOT IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR IN POCKET 
CHEW HE JOHN DE CONKAH - SPIT BEFORE BOSS 

Conkah , and I would take it and 
chew i t ,  and I would spit it , j ust 
like I spi t  on this way [ demon
s trates ] on this side o f  him , and 

I would sp i t  i t  in front of  him,  and I would ask him for a j ob .  [A "he" John 
dB Conkah is rare , this may be the only one . Is there also a " she? " ]  [New 

CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH - SPIT NEAR PERSON FOR FAVOR 
Orleans , La . , ( 85 3) , 1344 : 4 . ] 
1224 1 .  Well ,  you use John 
the Conkah root , j ust take 

it and put i t  in your mouth 
you, I ' d  j ust  keep achewing 
make i t  all right . 

and chew i t . And j us t  like I wanted a favor out o f  
it  and spit while I be talking to you ,  and that ' ll 

{Especially i f  you want a j ob . )  
Yes sir . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (5 38 ) , 1009 : 9 . ] 
12242 . I f  you get holt of a p iece o f  a root - what they call dis roo t?  John 

de Conker . See . They ' ll put tha t in their mouth and they chew it , see , and 

JOHN DE CONKAH - CHEW - SPIT ON HANDS - RUB ON FACE 
they spi t i t  in their hand . 
The j uice from that root , 
they ' ll spit i t  in their 

hand and then they ' ll rub it on their face . And then they go and talk right in
to the man ' s  face , and whenever he gets a s cent of  that ,  why then he ' ll have to 
ei ther do one way or tuther [ the o ther ] . Tell you to come back or tell you not 
to come back - one o f  the two . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  (5 39 ) , 660 : 4 . ] 

122 4 3 .  John de Conkah, dey say ,  an ' yo ' put i t  in yuh mouth on de le f '  s ide , 
an' spit aroun '  ' im [boss ] . Don ' t let ' im know you got de roo t in yuh an '  he ' ll 
do anything in [ the ] verl [wo rld ] fah yah . [A lso see following root for another 

CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH IN LEFT SIDE OF MOUTH - RARE 

KING OV.SR KING ROOT = JOHN DE CONKAH? - DIVIDE LEAF 
ONE PART IN YUH BOTTOM LIP AN ' ANOTHER PART IN YUH 
TOP LIP - SPIT IN HAND • • •  TAP • • •  FO 'HEAD • • •  I WANT CHEW 
TO DO • • • SICH AN ' SICH - SPIT - BREATH REACHES VI CTIM 

chewing method . ]  [Rich
mond, Va . , (417 ) , 369 : 2 . ] 
12244 . {Now you are going 
into the woods to • do some
thing . What do you do in 
the woods ? )  
Wel l ,  i f  yo ' didn ' t wanta 
do dat , yo ' could go in 

de woods an ' gi t some King over King. Hi t ' s a lea f ,  i t ' s  a leafy hair [ leaf 
with hairs ? ] .  Well , yo ' could put i t - j es '  lak yo ' wus comin ' behin ' me fo ' a 
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j ob ,  yo ' could divide i t .  Yo ' could [ put ] one part in yore bo ttom lip an ' 
another p art  in yore top lip ,  an ' spit in yuh han ' an ' tap it  on yuh fo ' head an' 
j es '  say ,  "We l l ,  ah want chew to do so-an ' -so an ' si ch an ' si ch a thing !' All 
right , ah spit [ i t  out of my mouth ] j es ' so ah [you ] could gi t de wind of yuh 
breath . [Waycross , Ga . , (1141) , 1856 : 4 . ] 

12245 . Now yo ' d  haf tuh [have to ] - yo ' kin git  a p iece of High John de 
Conkah an ' yo ' put dat in yo re mout ' when i t ' s  green [see comment later ] , ef  

CHEW HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH WHEN IT' S GREEN = I N  SEASON 
IF YOU ARE IN CROWD - HE ' LL CALL YO ' • • •  WITH • • •  FINGER 

yo ' gi t done [ down? ] 
dere when i t ' s [plant 
is ] green an ' yo ' kin b e  
s tandin ' way ovah yondah 

[ down? ] .  Yo ' ain ' t go tta git right upon dem, j es t  s tay anywhere de air is s tir
rin ' . An ' yo ' got that in yo ' [your mouth ] an ' yo ' b reathin ' an ' he ' s  [boss 
is ] s tandin ' up dere on dat s tand [platform]  an ' he ' ll look ovah all dat crowd 
an '  he ' ll call yo ' j es t  like dat [ demons trates ] with his finger . 

(And he ' s  go t [you have ] the j ob . )  [This same informant mentions green John 
de Conkah , the plant in season , in No . 90 77 , p . 36 7 9 , v . 4 . ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (542) , 
6 74 : 1 . 1 

12 246 . You git you a assafidadee [ asafetida ] see , an '  beat i t  up fine , 
an ' put some turpentine in i t , some Hearts Cologne . And git chew a piece o f  

JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT - CUT UP FINE - PUT ON IT HEARTS 
COLOGWE AND TURPENTINE - SEW INTO BAG - WEAR AROUND 
NECK - STOMACH LIKE A STONE - NOTHING CAN HARM YOU 

John de Conkah root , and 
cut dat up fine and sew 
i t  up tigh t ,  and wear i t  
right around yo ' neck , an ' 
leave it lay right on yo ' 

ches t ,  and no thin ' kin nevah harm yo ' ,  i f  
(Nothing wi ll ever harm you, I see . )  

somebody go in ' poison you . 

Even if somebody give you [him] sompin to eat ,  it couldn ' t go into his s tomach. 
His s tomach like a s tone . [ Charleston , S .  Car . ,  ( ? ) , 6 45 : 3 . ] 

1224 7 . Well,  yo ' gi t a piece an ' put i t  in yore pocke t .  The b es t  way , though , 
tuh use it is tuh pound i t  up . [To use pounded- up John de Conqueror is unusual . ]  

PRECEDING RITE CUTS UP ROOT FINE - THIS ONE POUNDS UP 
(The High John the Con
que ror . )  
Yo ' kin kinda s trike [ cut 

o f f ] a little edge of it , yo ' know , i f  there ' s time , yo ' know , an' they [victim ]  
won ' t no tice . Put a li ttle i n  yore mouth yo ' know , every t ime yo ' goin ' places , 
an ' yo ' [ o ther person ] cain' t see it , but chew kin kinda • • •  

(To get a j ob if you are going in to the bos s ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1542) , 2 7 89 : 7 . ]  
12248 . That High John de Conkah or sulphur and 

o f f  to a certain extent ; but mos t ly the way tha t a 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH OR SULPHUR AND SALT - EITHER 
CHOICE WILL KEEP AWAY LAW WITHOUT BECOMING A STOOL 
PIGEON - SEE MY COMN8NT LA�R - PRECEDING ROOT KEPT 
NEAR OOOR CAN BE DRESSED WITH ANY KIND OF PERFUME 
IF POLI CE COME THEY WILL NOT BOTHER ABOUT ALCOHOL 

sal t ,  that ' ll keep ' em [ law ]  
pers on kin do that , you kin 

keep ' em o f f  all right and 
a person · don ' t really have 
to be a s too ly pigeon [ see 
comment later ] .  But you 
kin mee t around them [ the 
law ]  with the right herbs , 
such as High John de Conkah 

and Ada�and-Eve , and have 
kin dress i t  with any kind 
in , won ' t never look . 

it  [roots ] dressed. If you have i t  dressed , well , you 
o f  perfume . But have it  roun '  your do ' r , and dey come 

( They come and won ' t do anything? )  
Yes . They come and there will always be harmony wi t yuh . They won ' t hardly 
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ever look for nothing . They walk right over the s tuff [boo tleg alcoho l ]  and 
won ' t find it . [Here my informant s ays police will s carcely b o ther a s tool 
pigeon , a police informer , who is  selling a few bootleg liquor drinks . That 
is how seller keeps in touch with the underworld . S tool pigeons occasionally 
came in to see what I was doing . Us ually my local helpers informed us ,  occas ion
ally I myself spo tted one , as I explain somewhere in the text . Fortunately I 
never did anything to cause po lice action , though twice I was mis takenly raided . ]  

IF  TRIED IN COURT - CHEW A PIECE OF JOHN DE CONKAH 
HOLD BREATH - BE SLOW IN SPEAKING - CASE DISMISSED 

[Norfo lk ,  Va . ,  ( 4 7 2) , 484 : 2 . ] 
12249 . Well , de fac ' about 
i t ,  suh ,  yo ' uses whut root 
dey call High John de Conker 

roo t .  Yo ' see , yo ' goes tuh work an ' yo ' put a piece of dat root in yore mouth 
when yo ' goin ' tub be tried . Yo ' chews it an ' ho ld yore breath [before speaking] 
an ' be s low in speakin ' - be very s low in speakin ' . 

(And the j udge will le t you go ? )  
He will absolute ly ,  de really fac ' about i t  - have [you be ] sent away [ case 

dismissed ] .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 7) , 21 7 2 : 4 . ] 
12250 . I t  have to be  Red Devil Lye , de same lye dat dey use for s crubbing 

porches . You b uy Red Devi l lye in de groc ' ry s tore , you see , b ut it ' s  more • • •  

RED DEVIL LYE - OPEN CAN - BURY UPSIDE DOWN AT FRONT 
DOOR - WITH JOHN DE CONKAH - OTHER ROOTS - DRAGON ' S  BLOOD 

FAMILIAR LYE RITE WITHOUT ADDITIONS KEEPS LAW AWAY 

[ expensive in hoodoo 
shops ? ] .  Now, you 
git dis Red Devil 
Lye and after cut-
ting [making an 

opening in ] dis can ,  you unders tand , you turns it  ups ide down [ a  number of  "up
side down" lye cans have been given in text ] you see . And dere ' s  some kind o f  
roo t dey ge t .  John de Conkah i s  one and i t ' s  another one . Y o u  see [ there are ] 
several of them, but I do no t [ remember? ]  even enough to know each and every one 
of them. And ge t some o f  dis Dragon ' s  B lood and you sprinkle it around dere [ the 
door ] . De law will come to de door but dey will never be able enough to enter . 

(Well , what do you do after you get that can open? ) 
Dat can - when you get dat can open you put dat can in de earth upside down ,  

you see how i t  is , and cover i t  righ t  back up and leave i t  s tay dere , but i t  mus t 
be right to your front , de leading door dat comes in . 

(What do you do with these  roots then? ) 
Well ,  dose roots , well dose  roo ts dey ' ll have to be right side de can . John 

de Conkah you have cause dat will conquer everything . [Charle s ton ,  s .  Car . , 
(499) , 54 2 : 8 . ] 

1 2 251 . Ah ain ' t 
ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' 

goin ' [ te l l ]  yo ' no lie . Ah ' ll tell yo ' de truth now , but 
' bout dis . Now , ah ' m  goin ' [ tell ]  whut ah knows an ' whut ah 

don ' t know ah won ' t tell 
�OliN DE CONKAH - A STRAIGHT THING - WON ' T  DIE - BOIL 
lOOT - STRAIN THROUGH WHITE RAG - SPRINKLE THIS TEA 
1lU ROOT OF MEDICINE - SPRINKLE SALT BEHIND - SWEEP 
mT BEHIND PERSON - AIN 'T COMIN ' BACK DERE NO MO ' 

yo ' ,  ' c ' use  ah don ' ca ' 
fo ' no foolishness . 
Wel l ,  all righ t .  Now, ah 
have had people roomin' 
wi t me . Ah have nm a 

roomin '  house . Co ' se ah haven ' t  run one lately .  Fifteen yeahs ago heah in d is 
� an '  people heah dat wouldn ' t pay me , an ' ah wanted dem tuh s tay , an' dey 
.uu1dn ' t s tay ' way from mah house . Ah wan ted ' em tuh s tay ' way . Ah sprinkle 
salt dere . Ah had tub sprinkle salt down . An '  now John de Conkah is a st;raight 
tning , is a s traight fac t ,  it won ' t die . John de Conkah root will not . Yo ' 
�ils hit an '  s trains i t  through a thin white · rag , an ' git all dem herbs an ' 
trash in through de rag , an ' take dat tea an ' sprinkle it an '  sweep yore f lo ' 
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wit i t . Sprinkle sal t behin ' dere an ' sweep i t  out , j es '  anybody dat go out . 
Jes ' have i t  in a b o t tle an ' anybody dat go out , j es ' sp rinkle salt on de floor 
an ' sp rinkle dat roo t of medicine on de flo ' an ' sweep i t  out behin ' ' em. Ah ' ll 
guarantee dey ain ' t comin ' back dere no mo ' .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 26 ) , 2 7 24 : 3 . ] 

1 2 25 2 . John de Conkah roo t . 
(You call that John the Conquer root . )  
I t ' s a li ttle thing like tha t ,  supposed to conquer 

around you : people snee zing and doing like that . Why 
anything that - anything 
you suppo sed to take that  
and tote  i t  along with 
you , keep things like that 
away from you . No evi l 

CONQUERS ALL : PEOPLE SNEEZING [GERMS ] - EVIL THINGS 

things - anybody can ' t do things like that way . 
10 32 : 12 . ] 

[Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 75 5 ) , 

1225 3 .  Yo ' takes - i t ' s sompin yo ' chews -
Spanish Root ,  ah think, dat way . Yo ' takes i t  

it ' s  whut chew migh t  call a 
an ' yo ' chew i t  an ' yo ' spits . 

JOHN DE CONKAH BECOMES SPANISH ROOT - ORDER IT 
An' j es '  wheresomevah he s tay 
or where his offi ce or anyth in 
lak dat , well it ' s b es t  tuh go 

whah he live . Ke tch him at home whah yo ' kin s tand in de house whah yo ' kin j es ' 
spi t , chew know , an ' talk tuh him j es '  lak dat wit dat s tuff in yo re mouth . Wel l 
if yo ' kin , gi t up close enough tuh him , close enough tuh him tuh jes ' talk wit 
him.  An ' yo ' know a person kinda do dat . Yo ' do dat . An '  i f  he got any thin ' 
fo ' yo ' tuh do ,  he ' ll give yo ' a j ob ;  an ' i f  he ain ' t ,  he will gi t chew a j ob . 
Jes ' chew i t .  

(What i s  the name of that root? ) 
I t ' s  Spanish , j es '  name o f  a Spanish Roo t .  Yo ' orders it . [This shows an 

influence f rom the Cuban population in nearby Tampa , a cigar-making p lace in 
those days . ]  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 15 85 : 5 . ] 

1225 4 .  High John de Conkah ,  yo ' know , an ' chew i t  up , yo ' know , an ' spi t tin ' 
in yuh hand an ' rub yuh hand . An '  be a-spi ttin ' a ll around while yo ' talkin ' 
tuh ' im .  Yo ' kin gi t j ob .  [ Elizab e th Ci ty 39 3 : 1 . ] 

12255 . Spi t John de-Gonkah before speaking to the boss for a j ob .  [ Richmond 
330 : 9 . ] 

12256 . 
126 3 : 2 . ] 

Chew John de Conkah and rub on your hands for gamb lin ' .  [New Orleans 

12257 . Wel l ,  this is another . Yo ' take de High John de Conkah an ' dis same 
Hearts Co logne , an ' yo ' put i t  on yore person , an ' yo ' more den ap t to git de 
j ob .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1104) , 1 7 78 : 8 . ] 

12 258 . You can get High John de Conkah or Eve-and-Adam [ frequently called 
this but the name is Adam-and-Eve ] or Samson ' s  snakeroot and keep chewing i t  
and spi tting around , and make the wishes . And they say that ' ll keep the law 
from them . [Elizabeth Ci ty 55 8 : 1 1 . ] 

12 259 . Yo ' kin take John de Conkah an ' take advantage of any woman dat chew 
want , i f  yo ' j es t  rub i t . Jes t rub yore hand wit it  an ' put chure hands on i t . 
Why yo ' kin carry her yore way - any way .  

(That ' s to conquer the woman . ) [Waycross 17 2 7 : 8 . ] 
12 260 . Tuh have luck in gamb lin ' , why yo ' gi t dat roo t , dey call it  John de 

Conkah , an ' yo ' chews dat root while yore gamb lin ' , yo ' see . An '  in chewin ' dat 
roo t , yo ' have tuh spit , Yo ' spi t  three or fo ' times lak dat in yore han ' s . 
We ll , den dat gives yo ' luck . [Algiers 2898 : 12 . ] 

12261 . (Anything else they use for luck in gamb ling? ) 
We ll, use de High John de Conkah root,  i t ' s mighty good . 
(How do they do that? ) 
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Well , dey carry it in dere pocket mos tly , j es '  keep anybody from passin ' yo ' . 
[Waycross 19 75 : 2 . ] 

1226 2 .  Use de John de Conkah roo t .  
(You use the same thing when you go to get a j ob ? ) 

Yeah . An ' then yo ' kin take Hearts Co logne an ' po ' that on there an' go down 
an '  ask fo ' a j ob .  [ Faye t tevi lle 255 8 : 2 . ] 

1226 3 .  I have heard that i f  anyone goin ' down here to git a j ob or anything 
like that , they say that choo take you some John de Conkah roo t they call it . 
And use that as you are talking to the' pers on , that you are asking for a favor . 
An '  yo ' going to  court fo ' so many days until your favor is granted . [New 
Or leans , La . , ( 8 13) , 1145 : 5 . ] 

122 6 4 .  They says i f  you wants a j ob ,  you kin git  p ieces o f  dis John de 
Conkah roo t and put i t  in your pocke t ;  and tha t root wi ll conquer him ,  make him 
b e  humb l e ,  make h im so you kin gi t a j ob .  

(When you work for [ from] the boss . )  [Newport News 5 0 3 : 2 . ] 
12265 . Dey ' s some kind o f  root  in de woods , or you could order it , dey call 

it  John de Conkah 's roo t ;  and put a little piece in your mouth , and when yo ' re 
talking to a p erson j is '  keep chewin '  on it . An '�ey said dey could�turn 
you down for no thin ' in de world , if  you want a j ob .  [Wilmington 16 8 : 11+85 . ]  

12266 . Yo ' git a piece of  roo t , John de Conkah , an ' put a lit tle b i t  o f  this 
cologne on de John de Conkah , an ' have i t  in a little bag in yore bosom. Yo ' go 
down dere an ' talk to ' em an ' dis odor will adhere to him.  Da t ' s  how • • •  

(You' ll get a j ob ? ) 
Yeah . [ Florence 2265 : 1 1 . ] 
1226 7 .  Git a p iece o f  High John de Conkah an ' put i t  in yore pocke t an ' 

whils t yo ' go up tuh ask fo ' de j ob ,  j es ' , yo ' know , have yore han ' in yo re 
pocke t  an ' b e  rubb in ' i t ,  fee lin ' aroun ' yo ' know , in yore ha� ' , an ' yo ' mo ' 
den ap t tuh git one [a j ob ] . [ Savannah 2174 : 6 . ] 

1226 8 . They say they kin take some High John [de Conkah ] and chew i t  and 
� and they ge t a fe llow [boss ] to give dere j ob back . I ' ve heard that too . 
[This is  to ge t your j ob back after you have been laid o f f  or f ired . ]  [Peters

burg ,  Va . ,  ( 4 46) , 422 : 5 . ] 
12269 . Gi t s ome High John de Conkah root an ' chew it as yo ' talkin ' to the 

boss an ' HE 'LL NEVAH NOTICE THAT YORE CHEWIN ' SOMETHIN ' TUH CAUSE YO ' LUCK , an ' 
vhen yo ' gi t ready to walk out why yo ' j is '  spi t dat root whut yo ' chew right  
round his  fee t . [Memphis 15 17 : 6 . ] 

12270 . They can put a ke ttle of  water outside the door , that ' ll drown the 
noises in the house . I f  they [policemen ] come there , they can ' t hear it . [ This 

b el ie f  evidently comes 
IETTLE OF WATER OUTSIDE DOOR - NO NOISE - POLICE AWAY down from s lavery-time 

when a ke ttle upside down 
was supposed to reduce or eliminate no ises , if  a se cret meeting was b eing held . ] 
[:Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 39 2 : 1 . ] 

122 71 . I f  you j es '  fin '  a key - if  yo ' fin ' one , dey say i t ' s good luck if 
yo '  keep i t .  [Florence 219 8 : 1 3 . ] 

12 2 7 2 . A good luck key or luck key , these are sold eve rywhere , carry in 
pocket or purse . [Wilmingt on 243 : 7+85 . ]  

1227 3 .  [Keys are much more in HOODOO than the p re ceding lucky objects , they 
are impor tant ri tes : Nos . 888 2-8901 , pp . 36 11- 3618 , v . 4 ;  especially the Key of 
S�. Pe ter , two keys crossed (No . 8900) . ]  

12274 . ' Tis a roo t  that  you kin gi t that is called King So� - King So lo
·IIEI'% root . Wi ll make you love ' em .  

(What d o  they d o  wi th that roo t? How d o  they use that? ) 
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You will take King So lomon root - i t  has very fine small j i ' nts [ j o ints ] in 
i t . You takes that King So lomon root wi th a needle and hold i t  [ root ] on a 

KING SOLOMON ROOT - LAY AGAINST ANY FRUIT - PUSH A 
NEEDLE THROUGH ROOT INTO FRUIT - GIVE TO PERSON 
WANTED - IF FRUI T EATEN - PERSON GRANTS ANY FAVOR 

apple or peach , anything 
for to eat . This is to 
t ake advantage of ' em,  and 
s tick a hole in it [ through 
the root and into frui t ]  

and tell i t ,  each hole , tha t you s ticks through wi th this needle into this fruit 
s tick i t  through , and te ll i t  at each hole what  you want it  to do . At each hole . 

(How many times do you do that [ s ti ck needle into a fruit ] ?  Any number of  
times ? )  

Do that j es '  the once . S ti ck i t  through there and te ll i t  what you want i t  
to do , and give them the frui t ,  you see . Make them a p resent o f  the frui t .  
I ' ve done that myself . 

(Well ,  now, what  would that make that person do? That eats the frui t  then? ) 
Make ' em love you . Make ' em do anything that you ask ' em to . [ For another 

example of King So lomon Root ,  from Washington , D . C . , see No . 2045 , p . 59 7 ,  v . l . ] 
12275 . Yo ' kin take a file or a kni fe an ' go to de corner of  yo ' place an ' 

yo ' s tick i t  down in de lef t-han ' side an ' name i t .  An '  ever ' day go dere an ' 

NAME A STEEL KNIFE OR FILE AND DRIVE IT A LITTLE 
EACH DAY INTO GROUND AT A LEFT CORNER OF HOUSE 
[ ONE OF TWO CORNERS LOOKING AT HOUSE FROM FRONT ] 
ALL WAY INTO GROUND - VICTIM FALLS - NEVER RECOVERS 

push i t  down a lit tle b i t ,  
an ' when i t  gi t down to 
de las t ,  whosomevah dey 
name is yo ' go in ' fix dat 
fo ' ,  dey ' ll fall . Dey ' ll 
fall lak dat . When i t  git 

down to de las t i t  will fal l .  
( 136 8) '  242 4 : 6 . ] 

Dey ' ll nevah git ovah it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

1 2 2 76 . Lak dere ' s  a boy comin ' 
see her ,  an ' den she wants him tuh 

tub see a girl heah an '  yo ' wants tuh go 
qui t .  Yo ' take a pocke tknife right aroun ' 

POCKETKNIFE - WRAP SILK HANDKERCHIEF ABOUT OWN 
BURY UNDER HER DOORSTEP - RAP ON DOORSTEP BEFORE 
DAY 3 DAYS - YOU WILL TAKE GIRL FROM OTHER MAN 

your own knife? And bury i t  under the doors tep ? )  

dere [begin to demons trate ] .  
Yo ' know , take yore pocke t
knife , silk han ' ke ' ch ' ef  an ' 
wrap roun ' an ' run [ and bury ] 
it roun ' yore do ' s tep . 
(Take a s ilk pocke t handker
chief and wrap i t  around 

Yessuh . An '  den yo ' rap on dat do ' s tep , [ do ]  dat ' fo '  [before ] mawnin ' .  
Aftah yo ' makes three trip s dere , why he cut intuh dere .  

(He ' ll live wi th her? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1509 ) , 26 7 7 : 7 . ]  
1227 7 .  Why yo ' j es '  take de knife an ' de fo ' k  an ' yo ' cross dem , an ' dere ' s  

a verse in de Bible,  an ' yo ' j es '  s ay ,  In Name of de Father, de Son an '  de Ho ly 
Ghost ,  an ' put ' em in de mat tress an ' let de person sleep on dat ,  an ' ' cos ' if  

KNIFE AND FORK - CROSS THEM - WITH WORDS INFORMANT 
THINKS BIBLICAL :  IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, DE SON 
AN '  DE HOLY GHOST - UNDER MATTRES S WHERE HE SLEEPS 

dis man is used tuh visi tin ' 
yo ' . • •  yo ' j es '  keep dis in 
yo re mattress . 
(What will that do ? )  
Wel l ,  dat will j es '  make 

de man stick aroun ' yo ' mo ' so . [ Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 26 30 : 10 . ] 
12278 . Ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do , yo ' kin take a fo ' k  an ' a knife an ' 

wipe dat plate . Git chew a clean rag an ' wipe dat plate , his p late , or his 
fo ' k  or her fo ' k ,  an' le t him eat out it aftah yo ' wipe wit i t ,  ev' ry mawnin ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4 30 7  

KNIFE - FORK - PLATE - WOMAN WIPES T O  HE R  9 MORNINGS 
AFTER SHE HAS USED CLOTH TO WIPE UNDER ARMS AND 

ELSEWHERE - HAVING EATEN FROM PLATE HE REMAINS THERE 

yore arms , undah b o th arms , an ' in heah , an ' den yo ' 
An' always yo ' wipe it  tuh yo ' [ demonstrates ] .  

fo ' 9 mawnin ' s .  An ' if  
he don' stay dere , he ' ll 
come tuh s tay . 
(What do you wipe that 
p late with? ) 
Wi th a clean cloth .  Yo ' 
wipe yo ' self in heah undah 

take an' wipe yore plate . 

(With a circular mo tion? ) 
Yassuh ,  wipe i t  tuh yo ' lak 
(You don ' t do anything with 
Nuthin but wipe i t  tuh yo ' , 

dat . He ' ll come tuh yo ' i f  he ' s  not s taying dere . 
that knife and fork then? ) 
j es '  when yo ' wipe dat fo ' k  yo ' wipe it  dataway . 

An '  yo ' wipe i t  up . 
(You have to wipe the fork the same as the plate , to you?  You wipe the plate 

and the knife and the fork? ) 
Yassuh , wipe all three o f  ' em .  [Memphis , Tenn . ,  ( 154 8) , 2810 : 4 . ] 
1 2 2 79 . De ' take de gunpowder an ' de sulphur dus t - dat no t de lump sulphur -

an '  mix i t  toge ther an ' put i t  in a quill or some f ish-pole . An '  go by a p er

KNOCK 3 TIMES : GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR DUST - MIX - PUT 
IN QUILL OR FISH-POLE [ SECTION YOU CAN BLOW THROUGH ] 
GO TO VICTIM ' S  HOUSE - BLOW MIXTURE THROUGH BLOWER 
KNOCK 3 TIMES - UPROAR AND CONFUSION IN THE HOUSE 

s on ' s  house an ' go dat
away three times . 
(Knocking three times . )  
[Also b lowing 3 time s . ]  

An' de persons in dat yard, 
dey goin '  have a uproar 

in dere . It will make a confusion between everybody . S ee , somebody in dere is 
gotta move out . If dere some enemies in dere , well dey got ta git out .  [ I t 
would p robab ly be safer to try this rite during day when no one was home . There 
are similar b lowing through tube rites in HOODOO. ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (1566) , 
28 70 : 5 . ] 

122 80 .  Yo ' kin tie a kno t in a rope o r  either in a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef or 
sompin lak dat an ' yo ' kin use i t .  Dat ' s  whut dey call a j inx t o  peop les . Ah 

KNOTS - IN ROPE OR HANDKERCHIEF - JINX TO PEOPLE 
PEOPLE PASSING BY TIE KNOTS IN CLOTHESLINE WASHING 
Bal KNOTS OR CRAWFISH KNOTS - NO LUCK TO NOBODY 

could tie a kno t in yore 
pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an' dat 
could be a j inx to yo ' .  An' 
aftah [ that ] ah wash i t  an ' 
den p ressed i t  out . Dat ' s  

vbut dey cal l a j inx to a person , 
vit knots in i t .  

I t ' s  no luck t o  nobody , a pocke t han ' ke ' ch ' e f 

Or e i ther some peoples passes by yo ' migh t  seen clothes l ine hangin ' out . 
Peoples could put kno ts in dat fo ' a j inx to peop les which dey call bad luck . 
An '  den dey kin fix it  in dere fo ' luck fo ' people s . It ' s  a certain way dey 
tie i t .  Some o f  ' em tie i t  i n  a b ow kno t an ' some they call i t  i n  d e  c�fish 
<r�t an ' • • • •  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 18) , 269 7 : 14 . ] 

122 81 . Yo ' kin during so many days tie knots in a s tring an '  dey say dere a 
vay of  dressing dat . Git chure clo thes an ' put [ knots ] in dat an ' bury i t .  When 

dem 9 days out yo ' ll be a 
IBOTS TIED IN STRING DRESSED WITH WAMPOLE ROOT? 
210JIS LAX A GREAT BIG WHITE ONION - HOGS LOVE IT 
SIRCE THIS PLANT IS SAID TO CAUSE BOWEL TROUBLE 
YIE THIS KNOTTED S TRING ABOUT VICTIM' S CLOTHE S 

corpse . 
(How would you dress those 
s trings , those knots?)  
Dey dress with whut chew 
call - i t ' s a root dey call 

a "wampole roo t . "  I t  grows lak a great big white onion • • •  
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[ I  turned o f f  machine and turned it  on again . ] 
( It ' s  a b i tter wee d ,  you say . )  
[ I s  info rmant talking about wild onion? ] 

Yes s i r ,  a hog loves i t ,  de bitteres t in de world . He s cre am when eatin ' it . 
[This screaming sounds like folklore . ]  An ' if  yo ' bite i t  an ' swallow dat , i t  

will tie yo ' up inside an ' kill yo ' .  [ I s  this based upon pigs hunting for truf
fles , the pig b eing hit on the nose when he finds one ( the cause of the squeal) 
so that he does not eat i t ? ] 

( Cons tip ate you ? )  
Yo ' kin b i te i t  but don ' t swa llow i t .  
( Tha t ' s wampo le root? ) 
Yes , wampo le root .  Dey takes dat s tring an ' de salt [ ? ]  outa wampo le root  

until dat  thing git we t through an ' through an ' put  dem kno ts in  it .  I t  will 
tie yo ' up j es '  lak • • •  

( That is to tie your bowels up ? )  
Yes sir . Yo ' heard of  people wi t locked bowels from dat . 
(What do they do with this s t ring firs t?  Do they have to get i t  out o f  your 

clo thing or some thing? )  
Dey gi t chure clo thing an ' wrap dat s t ring wit i t .  
( Oh ,  you wrap that s tring around your pie ce o f  clo thing . )  [Waycro ss , Ga . , 

( 10 74) , 1738 : 8 . ] 
12282 . Wel l ,  whenevah yo ' wanta tie up a person , yo ' don ' t want ' em to have 

success , yo ' put so many kno ts in a raw co tton thread an ' put turpen tine on it , 
an '  yo ' read ovah i t  de 2 2nd Psalms . Read ovah i t  nine days an ' then yo ' put 

KNOTS TIE IN RAW COTTON THREAD - TURPENTINE ON - READ 
PSALM 2 2  OVER 9 DAYS - HANG BEHIND DOOR - TIE S UP 
VICTIM YOU HAVE IN MIND - WILL NEVER BE SUCCESSFUL 

KNOTS - TIE INTO ANY THREAD FROM VICTIM ' S CLOTHE S 
BURY WHERE HE WALKS - AFTER HE PASSES OVER THEM 
AS MANY TIMES AS KNOTS - HE WILL FAIL IN BUSINESS 

that s tring righ t  b ehin ' 
there [ p o ints to door ] . 
(Behind the door? )  
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 116 7) , 19 6 3 : 7 . ] 
12283 . I ' ve heard that 
they take a s t ring , one 
that you ' ve worn , and 
take i t  and get hold o f  
it , and tie a kno t in it  

and name the knot , and ever kno t is name d ,  and they tie so many kno ts in  that 
s tring ; and then they take those kno ts and put them down where the individual 
has to walk over them . And after he ' s  walked over ' em as many times as there 
are kno ts in that s trin g ,  then that individual will become confused in his busi
ness affairs and also in any kind of work that he has to do , and he gits so he 
can ' t do i t . [Elizabeth City ,  N .  Car . , ( 182) , 55 4 : 6 . ] 

12284 . Yo ' kin git saltpe tah , sage , alum,  sugah an ' salt - yo ' know - s tuff , 
yo ' know , whut he nuse [ use ] . Yo ' know , salt an ' s ugah an ' s tuff lak dat whut 

chew wanta know in dose 
KNOTS - TIE INTO NEW STRINGS - AS MANY AS ARE NEEDED 
TALK TO THEM - TELL WHAT YOU WANT - IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
CALL HIS NAME - AH 'M BRINGING YO ' BACK TUH ME 
LONG AS YO ' EAT SAGE • • •  DRINK SUGAH IN YORE COFFEE 
MAKE NEW KNOT FOR EVERYTHING - COLLECTED STRINGS PUT 
IN YARD - COVER WITH SALTPETER, RED PEPPER, LIGHT 

s trings . Yo ' say ,  "In 
de Name of de Fathah , an ' 
de Son , ah ' m  bringin ' yo ' 
back tuh me . "  Call his 
name , see , an ' say ,  "Long 
as yo ' eat sage , as long 
as yo ' eat s ugah , drink 

sugah in yore co ffee" - sompin lak dat .  An '  call dose names , an ' tie dose 
s trings , an ' tell him yo ' want him tuh come back tuh yo ' . Wel l ,  he ' ll come den . 

An ' aftah yo ' tie dose s trings , put dose s trings in a pile an ' sprinkle dis 
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saltpetah an ' s tuf f ovah it , an ' red peppah ,  an ' yo ' take kerosene . An '  den 
yo ' say ,  " In de Name o f  de Fathah an ' de Son , "  an ' burn it . An' put i t  out in 
de yard an ' let i t  smoke . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1078) , 1746 : 8 . ] 

KNOTS 3 - HIDE IN PERSON 1 S POCKET - MIND ON YOU 
12285 . Dey tell me yo ' kin 
tie three knots on a string 
an ' put it in anybody ' s  pocket 

an' dey mind will j es '  s tay on yo ' all de time . 
an '  nevah satis fied no place dey go , [Waycross , 

12286 . Now , ah [woman ] kin be wit a man , but 
gi ' him a clo th tuh wipe on , say ,  "Now , yo ' j es '  

Dey ' ll j es '  worry, be worr ' ed 
Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 8 . ] 
ah kin be wi t any man an' ah 
take dis clo th an ' wipe on it . "  

KNOTS 3 - AND QUITE AN OUTSPOKEN INFORMANT - WOMAN 
GIVES MAN A WIPING-CLOTH - 'SCUSE DE 'PRESSION • • •  

TIES 3 KNOTS IN THE CLOTH AND KEEP S IN BED 9 DAYS 
HE BOUND TUH COME BACK • • •  BOUND TUH MAKE LOVE TUH ME 

Now , ah ain ' t nevah com
in ' - ' s cuse de ' pression 
[ express ion ] b ut chew wants 

heah de t ruth on it . All 
right , say , "Heah , yo ' 
wipe on dis . "  Well , he 

wipe on dat , or else ah ' ll wipe him on it mahself . Well , ah ain ' t nevah done 
nuthin .  Dat j es '  him done come off dere , ah ain ' t nevah done nuthin . Now , 
ah ' m  goin ' keep dis . See . All right . Ah ' m  ga in ' keep dis , Ah ' m  gain ' keep 
dis an ' ah ' m  gain ' tie i t  j es ' lak ah nee ds tuh tie it , see . An '  ah ' m  gain '  use 
i t  j es '  lak ah needs tuh use i t ,  undahs tan ' . He don ' know nuthin ' b out whut 
ah ' m  ga in' do . Dat ' s  j es '  fo ' a woman , see . 

[Here I turn off  machine too quickly and mus t  repeat her los t words . ]  
(Put three kno ts in it? ) 
Three . 
(After those three knots are in i t , what  do you do with them? ) 
Ah take dem three kno ts an ' ah keep dem . Ah keep dem three kno ts fo ' nine 

mawnin ' s .  Ah lay on ' em fo ' nine days , j e s ' lay on ' em if  i t ' s  mah hai d - j es '  
wherevah ah put ' em in de bed it ' s  all right . Den he bound tuh come back . He 
bound tuh make love tuh me . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 26 ) , 2 7 24 : 1 , ] 

1228 7 . Jes ' lak yo ' wants tuh choke a person . Yo ' wanta j es ' choke ' em an' 
he don ' t know whut might  cause him tuh choke . Yo ' take a s tring an ' yo ' measure 

KNOTS 3 - TIE INTO TWO-FOOT STRING - WET THEM WITH 
KEROSENE - TIE TO LIMB OF TREE - LET I T  HANG DOWN 
VHILE THOSE 3 KNOTS HANG - VICTIM HAS THROAT TROUBLE 

i t  j es '  about two feet  
long , an ' yo ' l l tie  three 
knots in i t .  After tyin ' 
three knots in i t , yo ' ll 
take kerosene an ' wet dem 

knots j es '  - j es '  take yore two fingers an ' wet dem three knots dataway . After 
yo ' wet all three of ' em,  yo ' take i t  den an ' yo ' go tie it on a limb or sompin 
an' let it hang dere . Well,  long as dem three knots is hanged why a person 
always - j es ' lak dey hate chew - yo ' ll always have troub le in yore throat . 

(That s tring doesn' t come in contac t wi th the person I want to choke does 
it?)  

Oat ' s  right , yes . Jes ' lak a person always wanta choke an ' dere be ' s j es '  
lak flem . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 10 9 7 ) , 17 70 : 6 . ] 

12288 . Ah heard tel l o f  a person takin ' a 
ties - i f  yo ' want a person huPt. Why , where 

s tring - a cord j es '  l ike dey 
i t  will ki ll ' em,  yo ' know, or 

sompin like dat . Jes ' git 
some of dis heah string an' 
tie 9 knots in it,  j es '  as 
tight as yo ' kin. An' bo ' 

EBOTS 9 - IN STRING VICTIM HAS BEEN USING - BORE 
II>LE IN GREEN TREE [TREE WITH FOLIAGE ] - INSERT 
DOTTED STRING - STOP IT UP - SICK UNTIL HE DIES 

a hole into a green tree , 
any kind of  a tree , j es '  so  i t ' s  green , an ' put dat knot in i t ,  dat dere s tring 
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dat chew tied dem kno ts into dat tree , an ' s top it up . 
(Don ' t you say anything or do anything ? )  
Nosuh , j es '  makes ' em s ick till dey dies . 
(You have to get a s tring from them , or what ? )  
Yassuh ,  from dey house . Anywhere roun ' dere hous e yo ' git dat string dat 

dey b een us in ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1161) , 1937 : 3 . ]  
12 289 . Tie 9 kno ts into twine s tring or raw co t ton string an ' wear it around 

their waist , an ' they say j us t  once in a while they j us t  dip it in Hearts Co Zogne 

KNOTS 9 IN STRING - DIP INTO [FEED] HEARTS COLOGNE 
OR INTO OWN URINE OCCAS IONALLY - TO HOLD A PERSON 

KNOTS 9 - IN NEW STRING - 1 KNOT 1 WISH DAILY 9 DAYS 
9TH DAY BURN IT IN FIREPLACE WITH SALT AND SULPHUR 

and they own water [ urin� . 
That ' s  sure to ho ld them . 
[Newpor t ,  Va . ,  ( ? ) , 
500 : 4 . ] 
12 290 . Go tub any gro c 'ry 
an ' git chew a new piece 
of  cord dat haven ' t  b een 
us ed , whut chew tie up 

packages with , an ' j es '  lak anything dat yo ' wish , an ' nine is yore • • .  [What?  
Numb er? ] Take nine tub do it . Yo ' · can ' t do nuthin until nine days . Jes ' lak 
yo ' git up dis mawnin ' ,  say , "Ah ' m  gain ' s tar t dis mawnin ' an ' ah want sech
an ' -sech a thing tub happen . "  Jes '  t ie one kno t [ in ]  it an ' make yore wish re
gardin ' tub whut it is . An ' de nex ' mawnin ' de same thing fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
I t ' ll come true . 

(What do you do with this s tring af ter all these knots are tied in i t  then? ) 
Let it  hang right dere , an ' when de nine days up , an '  yo ' sure yo ' go t de 

nine kno ts , j es '  take i t  an ' git chew some sulphur an ' some salt an ' burn it  
right i n  yore fiahplace . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1210) , 2045 : 8 . ] 

KNOTS 1 2  - TIE IN STRING - WITH HEARTS OWN PERFUME 
DRESS STRING AND WEAR NEXT TO SKIN FOR GOOD LUCK 

12291 . Wal , say yo ' tie 
twelve kno ts in a co tton 
s tring an ' wear dat s tring 
right  on - next to yore 

flesh . Quite  natural yo ' dresses dat s tring 
Hearts OWn Perfume an ' wear it right nex ' to 

(What do you wear that for ? )  

wi t not a thing in de wo rld but 
yore skin . 

Well , yo ' see dat give yo ' luck - keep hard luck away from yo ' an ' bring good 
luck to yo ' .  [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 1012) , 16 38 : 6 . ] 

1229 2 . Dat ' s  in de lines o f  cas tin ' a spell upon a person . Go tuh work an ' 
ties 36 kno ts ,  if  yo ' wanta cas t a spell upon a person . Put a spell upon a per

KNOTS 36 - 3 INCHES APART IN THREAD - STOP IN ROAD 
THROW KNOTTED STRING OVER SHOULDER - NOT LOOKING BACK 
GIVE DEM A PURTTY TIGHT TIME • . .  WHUSHY IN DEY MIND 

son ,  ties thir ty-six 
kno ts .  Take a s trand o f  
thread and t i e  36 kno ts 
an ' let ' em be  three 
inches apar t . Dose  

knots , le t ' em be three inches apar t ' sposed tuh be in  da t thread . An'  yo ' will 
throw dat thread , after yo ' gi t do se 36 kno ts tied in i t ,  why den yo ' ll throw 
dat thread ovah yore haid an ' don ' t look back . An '  yo ' ll s tep ou t de road -
anywhere ' s dere a road - from de middle of  de road , throw dat thread ovah yore 
haid an' don ' t look back . An ' dat will really , de fac ' ' b out i t ,  suh , will 
give dem a purtty tight time . Make ' em crazy - whushy in dey mind. 

(Bow do you know you ' ve go t the right person when you are tying those kno ts ? )  
Vby dere 36 kno ts ! ' Cos ' yo ' know yo ' ab solut ely go t de right  person . [ S a

vaaaah. Ga • •  ( 1276) , 2169 : 4 . ] 
12293 . (If somebody s to le this thing , how would you get him to bring i t  

back . now? ) 
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LAMP - IN OIL BOWL OF - PUT FOR THE THIEF A NAME 
WRITE 9 TIMES - ADD SUGAR - BURN LAMP 9 MORNINGS 

If yo ' know they s tole it , 
why yo ' know dey name . Yo ' 
write dey name 9 times [ on 
piece of p aper ] an '  put it 

in de [oil bowl of ] lamp wi t some sugah on i t ,  an ' le t dat lamp burn fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s .  Dey ' ll come back [wi th it ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , (958) , 1541 : 15 . ]  

12294 . To bring someone to you, prick f inger with needle , write his name or 
ini tial with the b lood on piece of paper , fold to you 3 times longways , turn it 

LAMP :  PRI CK FINGER WITH NEEDLE - WRITE HIS NAME OR 
INrTIAL WITH BLOOD - FOLD PAPER TO YOU 3 TIMES LONG
WAYS - TURN AND FOLD IT TO YOU 3 TIMES SHORTWAYS - IN 
BOWL OF LAMP BURN 9 DAYS AND NIGHTS - PERSON RETURNS 

and fold it  to you 3 
times shortways , put in 
bowl of lamp , burn for 
9 days and nights . [Here 
is one of those interes t
ing folding rites so well 

illus trated in HOODOO : to fold to you or away from you , fold into triangles or 
squares , etc . [ This is my pencil resume of rite , at tached here to original MS ,  
before original material los t .  Informant "excellent , "  I no te . ] [Memphis , Tenn.,  

LEMON : PLUG IT OR CUT O F F  END - INTO HOLE 3 THINGS 
PUT : CINNAMON - BROWN SUGAR - PARSLEY - RESTORE PLUG 
OR END - TIED OR SEWED OR PINNED ON - BURY LEMON 
UNDER CENTER OF DOORSTEP - REMOVES S PELL PUT ON YOU 

(965) ' 155 8 : 5 . ] 
12295 . A person did you 
somepin , and you take a 
lemon and you pu t  some 
parsley in it , and you 
put some cinnamon in it 

and b rown sugar in tha t  lemon . [ Brown sugar for a b lack person , white sugar for 
vhite person . Many examples in HOODOO of color s cheme . ] 

(You put parsley , cinnamon and brown sugar . All righ t . )  
Yeah , brown sugar , into the lemon , and you take that lemon and you go put it  

right under your s tep - under there - right under the middle ·part o f  your s tep , 
and bury i t .  They say that will move what they done did to you . 

(Take i t  away . )  
Yes . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 859) , 1368 : 1 . ] 
12296 . Like if  they would like for you to move ou t of  that house ,  they ' d  

keep you in confus ion all the time , if  they couldn ' t  git chew to move o ther w ' are 
[o ther where ] .  They would use salt , lemon and rice . 

LEMON - S TUFF WITH SALT AND RICE - BURY WHERE YOU 
VALK - THE SALT AND RICE SOURING S OURS YOU TOWARDS 
BOUSE - FINALLY IN CONFUS ION YOU LEAVE THE HOUSE 

(They would use salt , lemon 
and rice ? )  
Lemon and rice . 
(We ll ,  how would they use 
that? )  
They ' d  take the salt and 
the rice and lemon , where

ever you go t to walk over . If i t ' s ·  coming to a s tep , over a s tep , they would 
plant i t  under the s tep . Dig a hole and p lant i t  under there . And ever time 
you walk over that and go back and forth , i t ' ll always keep you in some kind of 
confus ion in that house ,  and you won ' t never feel so very wel l  right in that 
house .  

(I  see . )  
As long as tha t s alt and lemon sours this rice . See . And as it sours , things 

is getting sourer and sourer towards you in that house . 
(I see .  Well , do they b ury the whole lemon or j us t  the j uicet) 
They take a lemon . They take this lemon and s tuff this lemon with that rice 

aad sal t . 
(Oh ! I see , I unders tand . )  
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s tuff i t . I see , now . Al l right . )  [New Orleans , La . , (820) , 
S tuff it . 
(Oh ! I s ee , 

1180 : 1 . ] 
1 2297 . They take your hair and b ury your hair , s ee . They ' ll ge t two bras s 

tacks and a brass pin [ three bras s obj ec ts ] and they can put your hair in a leur 

PUT IN LEMON : YOUR HAIR - 2 BRAS S TACKS - A BRAS S  PIN 
TURN • • •  LEMON UPSIDE DOWN - BURY - THUNDERING HEADACHE 
TO CROSS THAT : 9 MORNINGS HOLD HEAD UNDER RUNNING 
HYDRANT WATER , SAYING : "IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 
SON AND HOLY GHOST, PLEASE LET THIS • • •  GO FROM ME" 

on , and then they ' ll 
turn that Lemon upside 
dOIJJn [unusual express
ion ! ]  and bury i t .  And 
that ' ll give you a thun
dering headache . 
Now , for to cross that , 

you take that ou t .  Now , you get you some war water and you get you [war water 
is omi tte d ] . You go to the hydrant for nine mornings and j us t  put your head 
under the hydrant like tha t ,  and le t the water run on your head and s ay ,  "In 
the Name of the Father, Son and Ho Ly Ghos t ,  p lease le t this affliction go from 
me . "  [New Orleans , La . , ( 834) , 125 3 : 7 . ] 

1229 8 .  (What do they do with that cat hair? ) 
They take that cat hair and they put i t  with a piece of  woman ' s shimmy or 

pet ticoat or any thing of  that kind . Put i t  into a lemon , throwing it  into the 

INTO LEMON PUT 3 :  CAT HAIR - WAR WATER - PIECE OF 
HER SHIMMY OR PETTI COAT - THROW INTO MISSISSIPPI 
KEEPS HER UPSET - QUITS WORKING - ANIMAL AMBITION 

Mis sissippi River , af ter 
put ting war water in there . 
They ' ll keep that woman all 
upset . If she ' s  got ten a 
j ob anywhere , she ' ll walk 

away from her j ob .  She ' ll quit working . Her husb and can ' t do anything to s at
is fy her . Everything that they do it  j us t  look like it  wrong to her . See . I t  
p rac tically looks like i t  takes her mind from her . S ee . She don ' t have no 
p resence of mind . S ee .  By us ing i t , she have • • •  ge t a • • •  

(She wha t? ) 
Ge t  a animal amibi tion-like . See . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1449 : 2 . ] 
12299 . You can take lemons . Wel l ,  that makes you - if you go ing up the 

s tree t right now and you got a big t rans ac tion on wi th a person . You take a 

PEEL LE!I>N - DO NOT BREAK INNER WHITE SKIN - THAT 
MAKES LE!I>N USELES S  - RUB SUGAR OVER PEELED LEMON 
THIS IS  FEEDING IT - WRAP IT IN WHITE PAPER OR RED 
FLANNEL - IT IS A HAND - CARRY ON WAY TO TRANSACT 
BUSINESS - WEAR ON RIGHT SIDE OF BODY - " GIVES YOU 
A POWER OVER THE MAN - DEPENDS UPON CARE OF HAND 

lemon , j us t  take a lemon 
and take all the peeling 
o f f  the lemon . Don ' t b reak 
the whi te part of  that lem
on . See ,  j us t  take all 
that yel low peel off the 
lemon and take tha t lemon 
and sew i t  up . Rub it over 

good . Jus t rub it over good in your pockets in your hands . And ball tha t lemon 
up an d put i t  in your inside coat pocket . Wrap i t  up in pure white p aper with 
no marks or no thing on i t  - pure whi te paper . Wrap that lemon up . And on your 
way down [ to business transaction ] j us t  take the lemon and pas s  i t  through your 
hands , rub it over your hands good and put it in your ins ide [ pocket ] .  Wear i t  
on yo ur righ t  side , in your inside coat pocket , o r  your right side o f  your righ t  
p ants pocke t .  But i f  you peel that lemon and b reak that whi te - that white skin 
on the inside of  that yellow skin - well that lemon is no good to you . Ge t  you 
a lemon and don ' t b reak that skin . Peel i t  o f f  careful , but don ' t b reak through 
i t  so the j uice will run off . But take that yellow peel off the outside and 
wrap that lemon up . Wipe that lemon of f good wi th sugar . Rub i t  over good with 
sugar and wrap i t  up good in a piece of  red flannel and rub it  through your hands. 
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And when you go there [place of bus iness transaction ] go in the lavatory or any 
p rivate p lace and take that lemon out of  that flannel again and rub i t .  O r  take 
p lain white paper . I f  you don ' t use red flannel ,  use p lain white paper . Don ' t 
use no paper wi th no marks or no thing on i t . No yellow or no colored paper at 
all .  If you don ' t use whi te paper , get you a piece of red flannel and wrap i t  
in there and go down the s treet with i t .  And as you go t o  the lavatory take that 
flannel or that paper o f f  and j us t rub it over your hand again - before you go on 
wi th any b usiness transact ion - with the lemon . 

(What do you go and do tha t  in the lavato ry for? ) [ Informant has me going 
around in c irc les ! ] 

Well , you j ust freshen your hands up . Freshen your hands up wi th this . Con-
tinually rub your hands , keep awashing that lemon agains t your hands . 

(Well ,  what do you do that for ? )  
Well, that gives you a power over the man that you go t a business deal with . 
(Oh ! I see . You do that unti l  you get his • • • •  ) 

Keep awashing that lemon on your hands - like you ge t - like you know , you 
going to the next corner here , and you coming to the p lace ,  or you are in a bar , 
or any p rivate place . 

(You do i t  in secre t s o  he can ' t see you . ) 
Yeah , you j us t  do it in secre t - j us t  any p lace for secrecy . That ' s  al l .  

[New Orleans , La . ,  (8 28) , 12 18 : 6 . ] 
12300 . Take nine p ins an ' s tick them into a lemon . S ee ,  s ti ck dem nine pins 

into a lemon an ' squee ze i t  good an ' well . I t  will give yo ' power . Give yo ' 

9 PINS S TICK INTO LEMON - SQUEEZE - POWER FOR DESI RE  
influence to accomplish 
whut yo ' desires to make 
yore fren ' or whoevah yo ' 

concerned wi th - make dem come to yore reques t . 
219 7 : 6 . ] 

[ Florence , N . Car . , ( 1295) , 

1230 1 .  Pass a hole into a lemon an ' squee ze de j uice out o f  i t  an ' full it  
up wi t s ulphur an ' brims tone an ' salt . Take nine pins an ' put through it an ' 
den wrop i t  up j es ' as tigh t  as yo ' kin , an ' tie nine knots in i t  - into de 
s tring dat yo ' wrop aroun ' i t . An ' s tick nine pins in i t  an ' go ahead . 

MAKE HOLE INTO LEMON - SQUEEZE OUT JUICE - REPLACE 
WITH 3 INGREDIENTS : SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - SALT 
STOP UP HOLE - WRAP STRING ABOUT LEMON - TIE TIGHT 
MAKING 9 KNOTS - STI CK IN 9 PINS - CARRY FOR ANY WORK 

(What will you do with 
that then? ) 
Wel l ,  j es '  carry i t  with 
yo ' . 
(What is that supposed 
to do then? ) 
An ' den ah ' ll go ahead 
an '  at tack whatevah busi-

ness yo ' wanta at tack ,  an ' dat s upposed to help yo ' accomplish i t . 
(Any favors or anything o f  that sort? ) 
Yes . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1295) , 2 19 7 : 6 . ] 
1230 2 . Yo ' take a lemon an ' take a knife , a new knife , an ' yo ' mark yore 

wishes , j es ' whatevah yo ' wan t to , aroun ' an ' aroun ' dat lemon - befo ' six 
a ' clock - aroun ' an ' roun ' . Make all dose wishes , but yo ' mus t be very careful 
vhut chew wishin ' , ' cause dat ' s  comin ' , an ' yo ' s ti ck dat up dere inside de 
house , no t on de outs ide .  Then at s ix a ' clock in de evenin ' yo ' change it ovah . 

(To the wes t side? ) 
S tick i t  up an '  let i t  s tay up dere till de next mawnin '  at six, then take i t  

down an '  git chew ano thah lemon . D o  tha t fo ' nine mawnin ' s , an '  anything yo ' 
wish fo ' wi ll come . 

(You j us t  take this lemon and then j us t  take a knife and cut a little cut 



4314 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

LEMON - NEW KNIFE - MARK WISHES BY SLICING DOWN INTO 
LEMON - NOT ALL WAY THROUGH - AS MANY SLICES AS 
WISHES - BE CAREFUL WITH WISHES - AFTER SLICES AND 
WISHES MADE STICK KNIFE THROUGH MIDDLE OF LEMON AND 
DRIVE IT INTO EAST WALL OF ROOM - LEAVE THERE UNTIL 

around it? ) 

9 P . M. AND CHANGE LEMON TO WEST WALL UNTIL 6 P . M. NEXT 
MORNING TAKE IT DOWN - GET ANOTHER LEMON AND REPEAT 
PRECEDING WISHES AND CEREMONY - 9 LEMONS - 9 DAYS 

No , j es. ' slice it  down 
as yo ' wish - s lice i t  
down - don ' t cut i t  all 
de way through , an ' all 
roun ' dere . S lice it  
down j es '  as  many times 
as yo ' wanta wish . An '  
take d e  knife an ' s ti ck 
i t  right through de mid
it  s tay dere till six dle o f  i t ,  on 

a ' clock in de 
(You s ti ck 
Yes . 

de eas t side of  de house , or room, an ' let 
evening ,  an ' den yo ' take it down . 
that knife right into the wall . )  

(You hold the lemon up and s tick the knife through the wall ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' j es '  leave de lemon an ' de knife sticking right up dere until 

six a ' clock in de evening . Den yo ' take it down an ' put i t  up on de wes t  s ide . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1292) , 219 1 : 4 . ] 

1 2 30 3 .  Ah ' ll take an ' go tuh Krese [Kresge ] an ' git me a b rand-new knife . 
(You told her? )  
Yes , an ' git me a lemon an ' cut de lemon 

eat . S tart o f f  walkin ' , gi t o f f , an ' don ' t 
up in fine pieces , j es '  as many tuh 
pay no attention an ' chunk dem lemon 

NEW KNIFE - CUT LEMON INTO PIECES  - SO THAT THEY CAN 
BE EATEN - FOLLOW VICTIM THROWING SEEDS BEHIND HIM 
KNIFE BURY UNDER HER FRONT DOORSTEP : "DE FATHER, 
DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST , AH HOPE AH NEVAH SEE YO ' 
ANY MO i "  - WOMAN DOES THIS TO RID HERSELF OF MAN 

of him and she came and asked you how 
Yes . 

own s tep ? )  

t o  do it? ) 

Car . , ( 1434) , 2599 : 6 . ] 

seed in b ehin ' ' em .  Take 
dat brand-new kni fe an ' 
bury i t  under her front 
do ' s tep : "De Father , de 
Son an ' de Ho ly Gho s t ,  
ah hope ah nevah see yo ' 
any mo ' . " 
( She wanted to get rid 

( She hid that under her 
Yes . [ Faye tteville , N .  
12304 . I ' ve heard that 

and black p epper , and boil 
you could sprinkle lemon j uice , j uniper [berries ? ]  
this a hal f  an hour , cook it o f f , add milk to it , 

LEMON JUICE - JUNIPER - BLACK PEPPER - MILK - HAIR 
boil it again , put it in 
a white bottle , a bottle 
you can see through [ a  

clear glass bo ttle ] and hold i t  in your hand , and anybody you put i t  on their 
hair , all their hair will come out . [ Fredericksburg ,  Va . ,  Ediphone 50 . ]  

12305 . There was a girl , that I heerd [ about ] ,  she was poison by a leeper 
[leopard ] [her skin was spotted like a leopard ' s ]  an ' she went to de fortune

LEOPARD SKIN - WOMAN POISONED BY - REASON SHE HAD 
SPOTTED SKIN - SAID FORTUNETELLER [ CARDS READER] 
VICTIM CONSULTED - GAVE HER PIECE OF LEOPARD SKIN 
TO WEAR [POLKA-DOT CLOTH? ] - "LIKE CURES LIKE" 
THIS SPELL WAS CAST BY ANOTHER FORTUNETELLER FOR 
A CLIENT - HERE A HOODOO WORKS AGAINST A HOODOO 

teller an ' she go t some 
lepeer ' skin an ' keep i t  
aroun ' her body an ' that 
cured her .  [ "Like cures 
like ! "  What did this 
patient wear? Perhaps a 
piece o f  polka-do t cloth 
worn as a wais tband . Remem

ber always , we do no t know whether there was a cure . I almost  forgot . This is 
_, original pencil transcrip tion , now attached to the final manus crip t .  Here 
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are two more original comments writ ten at the t ime : "Retrans crib e before us ing" 
and " the person who poisoned her got the poison from ano ther fortune teller ! ! ! ] 
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 381) , 322 : 9 . ] 

12306 . When you receive a letter , rub it with 
the letter and it  will affect the writer ' s  hand . 

LETTER DOUBTFUL - FOUR-LEAF CLOVER KILLS BAD LUCK 

a four-leaf clover and wear 
My original pencil transcrip t 

attached to original manu
script comments " doubtful , " 
showing how critical I was 

at an earlier collecting day . A clover o f  4 leaves , a good-luck symbol would 
counteract any bad luck ! I f  you believed i t  did . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 6 : 6. ]  

1230 7 .  You catch about s ix big roaches and pound them up good and put them 
in a can and make tea out of them . And after you make that tea ,  you s train those 

LICE KILLED BY ROACH TEA - NUISANCE KILLS NUISANCE 
roaches out and put it in 
your hair where the louses 
are , and that kills the 

louse o f f . [ Li ce , o f  course , can be put into your hair by hoodoo . This remedy 
kills hoodoo . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (855) , 135 2 : 8 . ] 

12308 . I f  yo ' to te dat ,  life everlas ting , dey s ay yo ' ll be lucky . An ' hit 
won ' t harm nobody , dough [ though ] . [Life everlas ting = cudweed . ] [Waycross 
1870 : 10 . ]  

12309 . (Where do they put that? ) 
At de fo ' k  of  de road . 
(Then they use i t  for any kind o f  work they want to do , this lightning-s truck 

wood? ) 
On de sunrise side . Whatevah side de sun rise . Dey put i t  dere at  exactly 

sunrise . When de sun peekin ' ovah de eas tern hills dey puts i t  down . Yeah , dey 

SOME HOODOOS WHEN USING LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD 
GO TO FORKS OF ROAD AT SUNRISE ON SUNRISE SIDE 

moves j es '  as dey mind tells 
' em to move it . Dey doesn ' t  
leave i t  dere all de time . Dey 
keeps dat wood . [ This "pro

fessional worker" I call him is saying there are no set rules . ]  [ Fayet teville , 

2 SPLINTERS PROTECT - ONE FRONT DOOR - OTHER BACK 
N .  Car . , ( 1395) , 2510 : 9 . ] 
12310 . Go to a tree dat de 
lightning struck an '  git a 

couple o f  splinters from de tree , an ' drive 
de outside o f  de yard , in bo th ways dat dey 
prevent de evil of  de house . 

one inside de yard , an ' one j es '  on 
enter into de house , an ' dat will 

(What kind ? Any kind of evil , if anybody wants to do you harm? ) 
Dat ' s  de idea . You j us t  drive i t  dere . 
(You ' ll  drive a s tick in the yard and then one outside the yard on each trail 

that leads into the house . ) 
[ My explanation at the time indicates 4 splinters , but p robab ly 2 only were 

used : one on path leading to fron t door , o ther on path leading to back door . ] 
One dat lightning tear from a tree , git one dose kinda s ticks . [ S t . Peters

burg, Fla . , ( 9 83) , 159 1 : 2 . ] 
1 2311 . Well , dat ' s  de greates ' ah evah heah about . Dey said dat if yo ' take 

de tightnin '-wood an ' go in a crowd of mens , yo ' know rowdies ,  yo ' take de 

2 LIGHTNING-STRUCK SPLINTERS STICKING OUT OF MOUTH 
splinters o f  a tightnin ' 
tree .  Git de splinters 
an ' stick ' em an' yore 

tee th swell up . An '  yo ' go dere an ' everybody will fear yo ' .  Yo ' kin rampage 
an' nobody won ' say nuthin to yo ' . Dey s cared of yo ' . [These splinters are 
also a protec tion , see following ri te . ] 
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(Just take these two splinters from a tree that is  s truck by lightning . }  
Take de splinters an ' put ' em in yore teeth . [This means that the two ends 

of the splinters are s ticking o ut of his mouth . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 7) , 
265 7 : 13 . ] 

12312 . Ah kin take three s tobs  outa dat [ lightning-s truck ] tree , de same 
one , an ' dem concernin ' o f  ano ther thing . Den yo ' kin use dose de side o f  de 

3 PIE CE S  OF LI GHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - USE AT S I DE OF 

OR IN HOUSE - PERSON WALKING OVER HAS PAINS - WILL 

NEVER LOSE UNLE S S  HE FINDS A DOCTOR WITHIN 3 DAY S 

house or inside o f  i t ,  or  
wherevah dey pas ses ovah . 
An '  aftah dey goes ovah 
dat , dey gits tied up wit 
p ain . An ' , too , ag ' in , 

' lessen yo ' kin find anothah fellah [doator] in three days , dey ' ll b e  contin ' ly 
[ in pain]  - nevah b e  cured o f  i t  till you [ some doator ] find dat . Ah know a man 
in mah own neighborhood , he gi ts de wood off  a tree struck by lightnin ' an ' dat 
o fficer come right down fur as de lo t ,  but as fur comin ' in • • •  [ This policeman 
did not enter man ' s house , did no t set foo t on man ' s  land . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 15 15) , 268 2 : 7 . ] 

12313 . Ah learnt 
de lightnin ' s truck , 

dat you could take dat dere wood from a tree right where 
turn in an '  go dere an ' git chew three pieces , tree lil ' 

3 PIECES OF LI GHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - 3 DIME S  MINTED 

SAME YEAR - S TAGGER THE SE 6 P IECE S  IN JAR - THROW 

INTO RUNN ING WATE R :  AH HOPE YO ' COME BACK TO ME: 
IN NAME OF DE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST, COME BACK 
THROW JAR INTO RUNN ING WATE R - I T  WILL GO S O  FAR 

DOWN STREAM - TURN ROUND - COME BACK - GO INTO BANK 
NO ONE CAN FIND IT - AB SENT PERSON WILL RETURN 

OR ELSE : KEEP JAR AND CONTENTS UNDER WATER 3 DAYS 

THI S THE BETTER VERS I ON - AFTER 3 DAYS SHE RETURNS 

small pieces . An ' take 
three [ si lver ]  dimes made 
in de same yeah . Take 
three dimes an ' dat p iece 
o f  wood , an ' put dem dere 
three pie ces , an ' put one 
dime ' neath dat p iece  o f  
woo d  [ demonstrates ] an ' de 
next dime right  next tuh 
de next top p ie ce of wood ,  
an ' de next dime right in 

de bo ttom in de j ar .  An ' take it tub de watah an' throw it in de watah , an ' 
s ays , Ah hope yo ' aome baak tuh me, In Name of de Fathah, Son an ' Ho Zy Ghos t, 
aame baak . Let i t  go in de watah . Yo ' s ee , yo ' throw dat j ar an ' hi t ' ll go so 
fur downs tream, an ' dat j ar wil l turn roun ' an ' come back an ' go in de b ank where 
nobody will git dere han ' s on i t .  Dat j ar will come back . 

Or eithah yo ' kin take i t  lak dis : Yo ' kin take a b rick an ' put it in dat 
j ar wit dat , dat money an ' dat piece of woo d  from de lightnin ' -s truck tree , an ' 
i t  will s tay down undah de watah three days . Dat ' s de bes t ,  it  will s tay undah 
de watah three days . Well ,  when dem three days out , she ' s back tuh yo ' . 

(This is b ringing somebody back? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(Where do you get these dimes - get them out o f  your own pocket? ) 
Yeah , j es '  go down an' try tub git de dimes  made in de same yeah . [ Faye tte

ville , N. Car . , ( 1415) , 2549 : 2 . ] 
12314 . Ah heard dat yo ' kin go tub de 

three splinters or j es '  as many splin ters 
t ree where lightnin ' s trike an ' git 
off de tree as yo ' go t corner at  chure 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - BURY AT - LIGHTNING- STRUCK WOOD 

FIRS T GREASE EACH P IECE WITH : BLUESTONE AND VASELINE 

THI S  IS TO KEEP AWAY POLICE AND UNWANTED VIS I TORS 

hous e ,  [ like ] corner o f  
yore yard , yo ' know . An '  
git some blues tone an ' 
vaseline an ' blues tone . 
Mix it  tuhgethah an ' 

grease dis lightnin' -s trike splinter 
see. fo ' tuh keep polices an ' things 

an '  peg it at each corner o f yore house . 
from roun ' yore house . Dat ' s whut dat ' s  
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fo ' . Ah know da t ' s  good . 
(So no one will bother you in your home? ) 
Dat ' s  i t . [ S umter ,  S .  Car . , ( 136 4) , 2409 : 2 . ] 
12315 . Dey ' s  go down to de fo ' ks of  de road where it ' d  [ i t  would ] fo ' k  like 

dis [ demonstrates ] an ' have yo ' some thunder- ligh tning pegs - ligh ted [ lightning ] 

9 PEGS FROM LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - DRIVE INTO FORKS 
OF ROAD - ASKING GOD AND DEVIL TO TURN PERSON ANOTHER 
WAY - INFORMANT ' S DE THUNDER KNOCKED A PIECE OFF DE 
TREE IS A REMNANT OF ANCIENT BELIEF THAT THESE BOLTS 
WERE A SHOWER OF STONES HURLED AT TREE - SEE LATER 

pegs where de thunder 
knoaked a pieae off de 
tree . Take i t  [piece of 
wood ] an ' make pegs -
nine pegs . An '  drive 
' em in de fo ' ks o f  de 
road an ' call on God an ' 

de devil to hear yo ' drivin ' , an ' make dem people 
won ' t go out dat way . [To change a person ' s  mind 
rare ri te . ] 

turn . Dey goin ' another way , 
at the cross roads is no t a 

(You call upon the person that you don ' t want to go out that way . )  [Man for 
centuries could no t unde rs tand primi tive man ' s  tools such as arrowheads , and 
s inc e  they were s ome times found under a t ree , a ligh tning-s truck one , i t  became 
a thunderbolt . That tree could have grown up 1000 years after the arrowhead had 
been los t ! See the woman looking for a thunderbo lt to ease her rheumatism, warm 
up her bones , in Fo lklore from Adams County Il linois , 1s t ed . , No . 5 380 , 2nd ed . ,  
No . 5 786 . Also s ee HOODOO, v . l ,  Nos . 6 35 , 2336 & 2337 . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1129) , 
1834 : 1 . ] 

12316 . Dey say yo ' can ' t burn it . Dey say yo ' can ' t burn dat wood because 
it will pop so bad in de house . Dey use dat . Yo ' can take some of dat wood an ' 

9 TIMES DRIVE LIGHTNING-STRUCK SPLINTER 
INTO HI S PATH - THROW HIM INTO HEARTBURN 

go to a person house an ' somewhere or 
' no thah , s tick it down , yo ' know , 
drive it down dere 9 t imes somewhere 
in his path , where be goes through 

throw him into heartburn. 
lightning-struck tree ? )  

an' g o  ovah . Dat will 
(This wood f rom the 
Yes , de wood from a ligbtnin ' -s truck tree . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car. , ( 139 6) , 

2511 : 12 . ] 
12317 . Now,  yo ' wish tub gi t a girl or yore boy fren ' back tub ' em .  Yo ' go 

ahead an ' go tub a fat-lightah [pine ] s tump of a tree dat de lightnin ' s truck . 

9 PEGS FROM STUMP OF A FAT-LIGHTER PINE STRUCK BY 
LIGHTNING - GO TO FORKS OF ROAD WITH PEGS - 2 PINTS 

OF WHISKEY - THERE MAKE 3 WISHES - LIE ON BACK AND 
DRINK ONE PINT - POUR OTHER PINT ON 9 PEGS - SET 
AFIRE - BURN UP PEGS - RETURN HOME - BOY OR GIRL 
WISHED FOR NOW COMES COMPLETELY UNDER YOUR CONTROL 

An '  yo ' takes an '  makes 
nine pegs . An '  af tah yo ' 
make dose nine p egs , yo ' 
goes back tub de fo ' ks o f  
de road an ' yo ' makes 
three wishes . Dat ' s  de 
way it wuz tole tub me . 
Make three wishes an' 

aftah yo ' make three wishes , yo ' takes two p ints of whiskey wit chew, an ' af tah 
yo ' make de three wishes , den yo ' take an ' yo ' lie down on de flat o f  yore back 
at de fo ' ks of  de road , an ' yo ' d rinks one of dose pints , an '  yo ' po ' s  de o thah 
one on de nine pegs . An '  yo ' git chew a match an ' yo ' s cratch de matCh ,  an '  
se ts dat whiskey afire an '  burns up dose pegs righ t  dere . Den dat cause de girl 
or de boy , which one yo ' made de wishes fo ' , tub come back undah yore control .  
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1420) , 255 9 : 10 . ] 

12318 . I f  yo ' b urn a tree - if yo ' wuz out wi th a person an '  yo ' take an ' 
note where there ' s  a lightnin ' -s truck tree , an ' yo ' split  it  up an' carry i t  to 
' em fo ' wood an '  he burn i t ,  even unknowingly , he ' ll lose his home . I t ' s bad 
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IF YOU SPLIT UP A LIGHTNING-STRUCK TREE - SELL IT 
BUYER EVEN UNKNOWINGLY BURNING ANY - WILL LOSE HOME 
IN OTHER WORDS YOU COULD PURPOSELY CAUSE TROUBLE 

luck to him . 
(You give the fellow bad 
luck by giving him this 
wood from this tree ? )  
Even i f  he didn ' t know 

i t  - he migh t  not have but two pieces o f  dat ,  but he ' d  lose whatevah he had . 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD : ON HEARTH .. 
WITH WISHES - FIGHTING IN THERE 

UNDER HOUSE - PEOPLE WITHIN MOVE 

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1476) , 2606 : 7 . ] 

nin ' -s truck tree an ' throw i t  
s tay dere . 

12319 . Yo ' take some wood from a tree where 
de lightnin ' s truck an ' throw it on yore 
hearth , make yore wishes , an ' dere be wrath 
in dere all de time . An ' yo ' take dat light

under dere house , dey ' ll have tub move . Dey can ' t 

(When you throw that piece of wood on the fireplace there will be fighting in 
the house all the time ? ) 

Yes sir . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 06 ) , 20 3 7 : 4 . ] 
12 320 . Well ,  any kinda tree but de lightnin ' have tub be done s truck it . 
(Well , what would they do about that? ) 
Wel l ,  j es '  lak now i f  yo ' p rob ' b ly be  mah next-do '  neighbah an ' ah can ' t gi t 

along wi t chew or  sompin o f  de kind in no way ah do , an ' ah wants tub move yo ' 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD THROWN NEAR HOUSE MOVES PEOPLE 
from dere , an ' de light
nin'  done s truck a tree 
or sompin lak dat . Ah 

j es '  go dere an ' take a o le p iece o f  wood - j es '  a ole slab or s ompin off  dere -
sompin lak dat chew know an' throw i t  anywhere round yore house an ' yo ' go tta go. 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD UNDER HOUSE - PEOPLE MOVE 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1186) , 2000 : 9.] 
12321 . Git a piece of , yo ' know 
j es '  de ligh tnin ' s trike a tree 

or sompin o thah lak dat . Tell me yo '  kin git  a ole p iece of wood yo ' know , from 
de tree yo ' know , whe re de lightnin ' has s truck , an ' throw i t  underneath dere 
house an ' dey tell  me dey ' ll move . 

(They will move away . )  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 117 7 ) , 1990 : 11 . ] 
12322 . Ah tel l  whut lightnin ' will do . I f  yo ' take - if de lightnin ' s truck 

a tree , yo ' kin take dat tree when de ligh tnin ' s truck i t  an ' run anybody ' way 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD UNDER THE STEPS 
WILL WALK 'EM AWAY - PEOPLE INSIDE 

from dere dat  chew wanta . 
(How would they do that? ) 
Why af tah de lightnin ' s trike de tree , 
then yo ' take that wood an ' yo ' bury 

that wood under the people ' s  s tep where they walk ovah i t ,  an ' that will walk 
'em CIJJ)ay . [ Faye t tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 19 ) ,  2555 : 1 . ] 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD BURNED IN HOUSE 
S OMEONE WI THIN WILL DIE THAT YEAR 

12 323 . I t  bad luck if  yo ' burn dat wood. 
(That lightning-s truck wood . )  
Somebody certain in de family tub die dat 
yeah , if dey burn dat wood dat wuz s truck 

by lightnin ' . It  be awful bad luck tub do dat , burn dat in yore house . [ Sumter ,  

TO KILL A PERS ON WITH LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - COOK 
HIS FOOD OR DRINK - TO BURN THE WOOD YOU WILL DIE 
BUT YOU MAY SAFELY BURN IT : IN DE NAME OF DE LORD 

it on a p erson an ' dey said dat dis person will soon 
(How would you use i t  on a person? ) 

s .  Car . , ( 1 3 74 ) , 24 36 : 4 . ]  
12324 . Yo ' could use de 
s trucken woo d ,  de wood where 
i t  s trucken by lightnin ' , 
an ' dey said dat dey use 
die . 

Yell, jes ' go tub work an ' make a tea an ' put de tea tub de bread , from de 
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same wood . Jes ' take it an ' put i t  in a po t an ' boil it , an' give de person de 
tea . Or eithah j es '  mix it in whatsomevah dey eat . From lightnin ' -s trucken 
[wood ] . 

(Wel l ,  what about burning the wood . Did you s ay some thing would happen about 
that? )  

I f  dey burn de wood , de person will soon die . 
(Who would soon die ? )  
Whosomevah goes  tub work an ' use de wood . Well , i f  dey use i t  In de Name of 

de LoPd, dey couldn ' t take it , dey say .  But yo ' kin use it fo ' whut chew wanta 
use i t  fo ' . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1 384) , 246 1 : 2 . ] 

12325 . Ah ' ve heard tha t if yo ' have an enemy , which yo ' think yo ' enemy , 
take yo ' a tenpenny nail an '  drive it  two-thirds into a tree , whatevah tree de 

DRIVE 10-PENNY NAIL 2 / 3  INTO LIGHTNING- STRUCK TREE 
BY INTENTION - YOUR ENEMY BECOMES YOUR FRIEND 

lightnin ' s trikes . An '  
that enemy will become to 
be yore greates t friend . 
(Do you do anything with 

that nail when you are driving it into that tree ? )  
Nuthin , j es '  drive i t  in two- thirds o f  de way - de tenpenny nails . [ Inten

tion is sufficient . ]  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 25 31: 6 . ] 

BOIL LI GHTNING-S TRUCK WOOD IN MARCH 
SCOUR BED - KILLS CHINCHE S [ BEDBUGS ] 

12326 . Said yo ' could gi t a piece where 
de lightnin ' s truck . 
(A pie ce o f  wood from a tree that the 
lightning s truck . )  
An '  put on yore po t [ put pot on fire ]  an '  
put it [ lightning-struck wood ] i n  dere 

an '  boil i t ,  an ' s cour [ the bed ] wit i t  in March , an ' it  will kill out de bugs , 
de chinches [bedbugs ] .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1503) , 2669 : 7 . ] 

12327 . Sho ' , de splinter from a tree [ s truck by lightning ] is lucky fo ' a 
gamb Zin ' han ' an' de toothache . As fur as de gamb Zin ' han '  ah don ' t know direct, 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD : FOR TOOTHACHE - GAMBLING HAND 
' cause ah don ' gamble ; 
but peop les dat have had 
de toothache have veri

fied dat s tatement dat i t  is good . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1521) , 2 7 13 : 17 . ] 
12 328 . I f  yo ' � dat wood from de tree dat de lightnin ' s trike , i t  will 

set de house afire . [ Fayetteville 259 9 : 10 . ] 
12329 . Wel l ,  i f  you have de toothache , yo ' pick yore teeth with i t  [ splinter 

from lightning-s truck tree ] .  [Known everywhere . ]  [Algiers 2959 : 9 . ] 
12330 . An '  i f  yo ' put a piece of wood de lightnin ' s truck in yore pocke t ,  

yo ' cain ' t b e  sho t ;  cain ' t b e  sho t b y  no man , if  yo ' tote dat in yore pocket . 
[Algiers 2954 : 9 . ] 

12 331.  Wel l,  you goin ' , an ' go an '  gi t a piece of  splinter f rom where a 
lightnin ' -s truck [ tree ] an ' yo ' take dat splinter  to home an ' pu t  it  up � 
de door � ei ther under de rug , or s ome p lace like that , an '  yo ' ll [man and 
woman living there will]  separate . [Jacksonville 7 79 : 2 . ] 

1233 2 . Go to a �  tha t the lightnin ' have s truck , an ' trim it in lil ' 
small s ticks , an ' go to ' em [boss ] chewin ' this s tick an '  as�' a j ob ,  an' 
yo ' ll git one . [ Faye t teville 2 6 37 : 7 . ]  

12333 . Jes ' lak yo ' go tub de no ' th s ide o f  a tree an ' where de lightnin ' 
has s truck ,  yo ' know, an ' pull yo ' off  some of thae-an• tote hit in yore pocket 
fo ' success .  [Brunswick 2113 : 3 . ] 

12334 . Take dat splinter an ' nai l  it  at de person ' s do ' an '  dat ' ll  run ' em  
away , de splinter from de lightnin ' -s trike tree . Dey ' ll nail it at de feet of 
yore s teps an' make yo ' move . [ Sumter 2447 : 22 . ] 
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12335 . Ah said dey tell  me if yo ' goin ' anywhere an ' lak if two people b e  
toge ther , an ' i f  a s torm split a s tob of  tree or anything , why dat ' s bad luck . 

[Wilson 2650 : 7 . ] 
LIME OUTSIDE HOUSE - PEOPLE INSIDE MOVE 12 336 . Either they could go to that 

person ' s  house an ' sprinkle lime 
aroun' de house , under de do ' s tep . Dat ' ll run ' em out , make de folks have some 
kind o f  fee lin ' dey j es '  cain ' t s tay there . [ Somewhere there is also an example 
of this from Fredericksburg , Va . ]  

(Make them move ? )  
Yeah . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 25 7 2 : la . ] 
12337 . Ah tell yo ' what ah used tuh use . Git de 

dey are shoein' de horse , yo ' take de hoo f  [ cut off ] 

LIME - HORSE HOOF - RED ONION PEELINGS - RED PEPPER 
BURN THESE TOGETHER FOR LUCK 

horseshoe - yo '  know when 
an ' yo ' take a s tuf f  dey 

cal l limes tone , an ' red 
onion peels , an' red pep
per an ' burn it together . 

dat bring yo ' luck . [ S umte r ,  s .  Car . , (1348) , 
12338 . (So  the boss  wil l give me a j ob ? ) 

Why dat brings luck . See 
2331 : 8 . ] 

Ah goes out in de woods an ' git one o f  dose LittZe John de Conkah roots -
j es '  de Li ttZe John. Ah knows i t .  Goes out dere an' gits one of dose roots . 

LITTLE JOHN DE CONKAH - WALK UP TO BOSS 9 MORNINGS 
Ah walk up to him fo ' nine 
mawnin' s  an' chew i t ,  an ' 

dere tuh git a j ob .  Tell me , " Come back 
gittin ' back -ere . Den ah ' ll go back de 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1334) , 2301 : 4 . ] 

ah tell  him ah come down 
in de mawnin' • " May be de lates t  
next mawnin ' . He ' ll give me a j ob .  

12339 . When you leave yo ' house , i f  
key [ as a b ootlegger ] ,  you unders tand -

yo ' know that yo ' are going afte r  whis
if you going aft er whiskey , you wanta 

LOBELIA - D�SS BOOTLEGGING CAR WITH - 1 PIECE IN 
BACK - SIT OVER OTHER PIECE UNDER SEAT - NO ONE 
TOUCHES YOUR CAR - LOBELIA AND HIPPO FROM WOODS 

dress [ magically protect ] 
yourself before you go . 
You wanta dress yo ' self b e
fo ' yo ' go . Anyhow dress 
yo ' car . 
(How do you dress it ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat lobelia 

an' put one piece in de back,  right in de back of de car , an '  sit  on de odder 
[ other ] piece underneath yo ' seat , an ' den nobody will te tch yo ' car . An ' 
coming in an' going out nobody ket ch yo ' car . Nobody ever hear yo ' .  Lobelia 
and hippo , yo ' git dat out de woods . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 25 ) , 6 29 : 1 . ]  

12 340 . Yo ' git three grains [pieces ] o f  hippo roots , and one grain of  lobe-
lia . Yo ' bury i t  at chure s tep , at de foot o f  yore gate . If  you go t a gate 

LOBELIA 1 PIECE - HIPPO 3 PIECES - BURY AT GATE AND 
STEPS FOR LAW - ALSO PRICKLY FEET [NETTLE ] HELPS 

and de house setting b ack 
in de yard , well yo ' ll 
bury dat to - right to 
yore gate . De law come 

in dere . An '  yore piak Ze [priakZy ] fee t  guards all over dat . [ This man from 
the swamps used words and plant names I had never heard of . ] [ Charles ton , S .  

LODESTONE - SAYS TJOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK IS BLACK 
OR WHITE - MALE OR FEMALE - HAIR DOES NOT GROW ON 
LODESTCifE AS SOME PEOPLE SAY - IT IS MERELY A FUZZ 
SPECIAL STORE FROM BIRD NEST IS FREQUENT IN HOODOO 

Car . , (525 ) , 6 28 : 9 . ] 
1 2 34 1 .  [This s tone ] get 
it in the eagle nes t . 
There ' s  a white lodestone 
and there ' s  a black lode
stone . Wel l ,  the whi te 
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lodes tone is the female and the b lack is the male . Well ,  the female is no good . 
But i t ' s no hair grows on those s tone . [ Some rites speak about hair growing on 
lodes tone . ]  The only thing it is , i ts FUZZ still grows on it , j us t  [ like ] the 
beard on my face - it  grow on the lodes tone . [This is from Doctor Buzzard o f  
Norfolk , Va . ,  part o f  whose interview given pp . l5 15-1517 and e lsewhere . ]  [Nor
folk , Va . , ( ? ) , 454 : 3 . ] 

12 342 . Yo ' take an ' yo ' gets a piece 
way , an ' yo ' take [he and she ] lodestone 

of cloth about four inches square each 
an ' mash i t  together . An '  den yo ' get 

LODESTONE HE AND SHE - OWN SWEAT - SILVER COIN 
3 INGREDIENTS SEWED INTO CLOTH 4 INCHES SQUARE 
WEAR HAND IN RIGHT ARMPIT SEWED TO UNDERWEAR 
NO ILL EFFECTS AFTER 3 DAYS - USE FOR GAMBLING 

yoursel f ,  take some of your 
own perspiration , yo ' know, an' 
put it in dere - dampen it . 
Yo ' kin take de end o f  a piece 
o f  your own clo thes an� put in 
dere an ' fold i t  together . Fo ' 

ins tance , if  yo ' go t a p ie ce of  silver money , yo ' kin take a piece o f  your sil
ver money an' put i t  in dere . I t  will  b e  a piece about dat wide an ' about dat 
high [ very small size ] an '  yo ' take dat an ' sew i t  to de inside o f  yore under
clothes - under your arm, under your right arm .  An '  yo ' wear dat dere fo ' three 
days .  An '  yo ' don ' t feel no ' feet from dat until  de third day , an ' den yo ' be
gin to see i t .  Den after de third day yo ' kin go in any gamb ling game o r  any 
kind of  winning game yo ' wanta , an ' yo ' ll win money . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 1025) , 166 1 : 3 . ] 

12 34 3 .  Tuh gi t 
vbut chew have tub 

a j ob ,  yo ' j is '  have tuh dress yo ' self an ' ah tell yo ' j is '  
do . Yo ' have tuh dress yo ' sel f wit lodes tone an' quicks ilvah 

LODESTONE - QUICKSILVER - JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME 
TIE FIRST TWO UP IN RED FLANNEL - USE AS STRING 
THREAD FROM YOUR OLD SOCK - FEED [ DAMPEN ] .:!!!ll_ 
HAND WITH THE PERFUME - RUB HANDS ON THIS DAMP 
PACKAGE BEFORE ASKING BOSS FOR JOB - THROW YOUR 
fiNGERS TOWARDS HIM SO THAT HE CATCHES THE SCENT 

an '  Jockey Club P erfume - both 
togethah . Ah tell yo ' j is '  
how yo ' do now. Yo ' git chew 
a red piece of flannel aftah 
yo ' b eat it all up dere to
gethah . Git chew a red piece 
of  flannel an ' den take a 
thread outa yore s o ck .  See , 

j is '  lak yo ' got a pair o f  socks , but let i t  be  a pair of  socks yo ' done worn 
an' take a thread from dat sock an' tie it aroun ' dis , an ' den b efo ' yo ' go in 
dere , yo ' know, yo ' kin ' a  run yore han ' s  lak dis [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' 
rub yore han '  lak dis an ' den when he [ boss ] git tuh talkin ' tuh yo ' ,  yo ' have 
tub kinda hold yore face lak dat . An '  when yo ' go , yo ' ll kin' a throw yore 
fingahs lak yo ' kinda throwin ' yore fingahs tuh him yo ' know , an ' he ' ll git de 
odor of i t  all right . Dat Jockey Club P erfume dere . The ' re [ there are ] two 
chances tuh one yo ' won ' b e  turned down . 

(You rub this b ag in your hand? ) 
Dat ' s right . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 36 ) , 15 15 : 6 . ] 
12344 . Lodes tone . 
(Lodestone . )  
Keep i t  wet with perfume and tote that 

lack to get a j ob like tha t ,  even b e  ab le 

LODESTONE - F8ED PERFUME - CARRY FOR JOB 

LODESTONE AND INCENSE CARRY 
WASH FACE AND HANDS IN VAN- VAN 

EACH TIME GOING TO WORK - TO HOLD JOB 

in your pocket . Tha t will give you 
lucky for anything - luck for anything 

like that . [Vicksburg , Va . ,  ( 755) , 
1031 : 6 . ]  
12345 . Yo ' git chew a piece of lode
s tone an ' yo ' put i t  in a little pie ce 
[ o f  cloth ]  or yo ' kin put it in yore 
pocketbook , an '  a piece of dat in
cense , an '  put i t  together an '  keep 



4322 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

it . An '  yo ' to te i t  in yore pocketbook an ' every time yo ' go to work , why yo ' 
wash yore face an ' hands in dat Van- Van an ' dey won ' t turn yo ' off . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , { 70 1) , 95 2 : 12 . ] I) 

12346 . Make a lit tle s cap [ scapular ] to wear on you to make luck . 
(What ' s  a s c1p ? )  
You [ know] j is '  like a p iece • • •  you make i t  an '  you put • • •  j is '  like you say , 

"Ah come to you an' ah wants somepin for luck , an' ah want a hand from you . "  

LODESTONE - HE AND SHE - GET AT CRACKERJACK DRUG 
STORE - POD OF RED GARLIC - DIME [ SILVER]  - NAME 
OF MAN - WRITE HIS NAME FIRST - HER NAME ON TOP 
PUT IN BAG AND WEAR - MAN GIVES HIS MONEY TO HER 

Now you as s me what ah wants 
to do with this hand, but ah 
say ,  "Mah husband is a man 
that don ' t give me money . "  
Wel l ,  you gon ' a te ll me how 
to fix that . [You are going 

to make a hand for me so that my husband will give me money . ]  An' ah ' m  gon ' a 
wear that on me .  Dat ' s  to make him bring me his money . 

(How would you fix that? ) 
You see , you take dat • • •  dat is j is '  w ' at ah ' m  tellin ' you about . You go to 

the CRACKERJACK DRUG STORE - right down here . You git choo a he an ' a she lode
s tone , a pod of garlic - git a red garlia - an ' you put dat with a dime [ silver 
one ] an ' his name . You wri te his name furce an ' your name on top , an ' wear that 
on you an ' he ' ll give i t  yuh [his money ] .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 0 ) , 1102 : 8 . ] 

1234 7 . Lodestone is de luckies t  thing there is in de world fo ' gittin '  money . 
Yo ' kin b e  s tandin'  heah talkin ' tuh me an ' , i f  yo ' go t a piece of lodestone in 

LODESTONE IN POCKET DRAWS MONEY FROM ANOTHER POCKET 
yore pocke t about dat b ig ,  
i t  will draw any money ah 
got in mine out .  [Did in

formant have a piece of  
( 1428) , 25 78 : 9 . ] 

lodes tone in his pocket? ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

12 348 . They to le me tuh git - they had me tuh git a piece of  - a pie ce of 
drawing lodestone an ' dis same mineral oil . Ah cain' t think o f  it  [ name ] . They 

LODESTONE - MINERAL OIL - HEAD COMB DUST - BUY THESE 
MIX STONE AND DUST WITH OIL - PERFUME - WEAR FOR JOB 

s till use it as mineral 
oil.  Dis lodes tone , dis 
drCfJJJin ' s tone , you buy , 
see , an ' dis mineral oil 

and de dus t from a comb , ah believe i t  was - a head comb , de dus t .  An '  yo ' 
' solve [ dissolve ] dis dus t into dis - dis mineral oil and dus t all together , 
and you dress dis dus t and de mineral [oil ]  and de lodes tone wit perfume an ' 
you wears i t .  But ah was success ful . 

{Tha t ' s  in hunting a j ob . )  
In hunting a j ob .  Leas t how ,  i t  worked . But thinking about i t ,  ah didn ' t 

hole [ hold ] de j ob very long . So dat ' s why ah didn ' t think dere ' s  much to it . 
[To be ab le to buy head-comb dus t indicates the catholicity of  products sold by 
some hoodoo shops ! ]  [Mobile , Ala . , (661) , 864 : 3 . ] 

12349 . [The firs t page o f  this ri te has b een los t  or misplaced . From the 
ri te that follows this one and s imilar ri tes e lsewhere , the meaning is somewhat 

LODESTONE EAGLE BRAND - WHY SO CALLED 
clear . ]  
(You mean this si lverlode ? That ' s  the 
s tuff , the si lver you get off o f  a 

thermometer . That ' s  that kind of  silver? ) 
Not [ silver or lodes tone] from a factory of some kind . They call it Eag le 

Lodestone [brand name ] .  That ' s  what they call it . 
[ I t  is called Eagle Lodestone b ecause i t  is  found in an eagle ' s  nest ! The 

eagle hunts for and picks up this si ZverZode or lodes tone or wha tever it is 
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called in order to tes t  the fe rtility of eggs slow in hatching ! O ther birds 
are said to do the same thing - a number of examples in HOODOO . ]  

{You take drops of tha t ,  you say ? )  

4323 

Yes , sir,  I uses drops o f  it .  An' ah have been able to  reach all complaints 
wi thin with i t .  

[ An  early note i n  pencil on this page reads : A si lver dime or si lver load 
(s tone ?) take 7 drops, aan ' t  "poison " you (no one aan "poison "  you) . The sil
ve r  dime of  course , is worn to prevent hoodoo , the 7 drops I am unable to recall 
at the moment .  But to take or p rescribe them internally ! Compare this rite 
with the one now fo llowing . ]  

(You mean this silverlode that ' s  that s tuff - the si lver you get o ff a 
thermometer - that ' s  that kind o f  silver • • • •  ) 

No t from a fac tory o f  some kind - they call it  eagle lodes tone • • •  that ' s what 
they call i t .  

(You take drops o f  tha t ,  you say ? )  
Yes , s i r  I uses drops of  i t  - an ' ah have been ab le to reach all complaints 

within with i t . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 5 38) , 655 : 4 . ] 
12350 . [Here is a hand f rom an excellent hoodoo woman whose material was 

los t before i t  could be trans cribed] : Lodes tone , John de Conkah , saltpete r ,  dime 
( silver one) , make wish while sewing bag to you , 

LODESTONE HAND FROM AN EXPERT anoint every 9 days with whiskey o r  Jo ckey Club 

, 
resume of  the ri te in pencil , 
(960) , 1546 : 6 . ] 

Perfume ,  "feed i t , "  a bag. [This is my original 
attached to final manuscrip t . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , 

1235 1 .  "Lodes tone • • •  John de Conkah root • • •  a l ittle dragon ' s  b lood an '  mix • • •  
keep in lit tle bag . "  [Little Rock 14 74 : 4 . ] 

12 35 2 .  "Powdered white lodestone • • •  de white is moh p ahful [ powerful ] den de 
b lack - sulphur powder • • •  half a dollar [ silver ] • • •  in dere wit dat bag . " [Little 
Rock 1474 : 5 . ] 

12 35 3 .  "Take High John , Eve-and-Adam [Adam-and-Eve ] , Tonka b eans , an ' make 
a wish an ' git chew some lodes tone an '  s tick in dat . "  [Little Ro ck 1462 : 12 . ]  

12 354 . Live lodes tone and pod of Adam-and-Eve root , put in b ag "an '  you 
feeds i t  ev ' ry mawnin '  with Van- Van _£E. ei ther good whiskey . "  [New Orleans 
126 1 : 5 . ] 

12355 . Lodestone , John de Conkah ,  five- finger grass , � John de Conkah and 
White Rose Oil in a bag .  [Mobile 9 6 7 : 10 . ] 

12 356 . I think they call it  lodes tone . And i f  you � that in your pocket 
vben you go t o  get  this j ob ,  that will  make the man interested or  bring his 
influence toward you . [ Richmond 385 : 1 . ] 

12 35 7 .  Lodestone and b rimstone , dat ' s good tuh give yo ' luck , fo ' most any
thing yo ' undertake . [ Sumter 2 317 : 10 . ] 

1235 8 .  Dey use da t fo ' luck fo ' anything . Lodes tone is used fo ' mos ' any
thing . I t ' s j es '  a lucky s tone tha t ' s all . [ Sumter 2345 : 9 . ] 

12359 . Wel l ,  if  i t ' s something that chew see , yo ' say ,  "What do yo ' want : 
In the Name of the Lord?" An '  they go ' way . But i f  yo ' abuse them they will 
always follow yo ' . But they can ' t s tand the word [Name ] of the Lord. [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , (1066 ) , 16 25 : 1 . ] 

12360 . When you do this with the Lord ' s permission or help , it ' s all right ; 
hut i f  you do it  by yourself , then it ' s  wrong.  [ Fredericksburg , Ro . 44 ,  by Edi

phone . ]  
LOVE POWDERS PREPARED BY A MEDIUM 1236 1 .  Now, this o thah person , she got whut 

chew call love powder. Bad it prepared by 
a 11edium. An' she put that  in his food to keep him regularly , all de time. 
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[New Orleans 2859 : 1 . ]  
1236 2 .  Dere ,danger to yo ' head all d e  time . 

s tand , an ' yo ' go to de drug s tore an ' gi t what 
Yo ' take a man ' s hat ,  yo ' under

chew call sulphur of potash , 
something like a powder and 
i t ' s called Zove powder. 
That ' s  the name fer it Love 

LOVE POWDER - SAYS INFORMANT IS SULPHUR OF POTASH 

Powder. Sprinkle dat in de hat ,  in de lining . Or if  he goes with yo ' and yo ' 
kin get near to him, sprinkle it  in any piece of his clo thes . Dat means dat 
yo ' can ' t s tay away , yo ' will come back .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 512) , 581 : 3 . ] 

1236 3 .  Now , ah tell yo ' if a pusson gi t hol ta [hold of ] yore hai r .  Dey kin 
[ gi t ]  yore hair and dey kin take dat pie ce of hair maybe and wrap it up tigh t .  

LOVE POWDER AND HAIR WRAP IN CLOTH - SEW INTO BAG 
A HAND - PIN TO SIDE - �ED DAILY WITH COLOGNE 

Sew i t  up inna p iece of  
cloth , use some oil on  it ,  
pin it  down - j is '  like yo ' -
love a pusson an ' yo ' wanna 

make a pusson love yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . Yo ' gi t dat p iece a hair an ' yo '  gits some dis 
powdah yo ' calls Zove powdah . Yo ' take dat Zove powdah an ' yo ' puts dat piece 
a hair an ' dat love powdah in de clo t ' , an ' yo ' sew i t  up tight  an ' yo ' use 
co logne - a certain kin ' a high-class cologne yo ' use on it . An ' evah day yo ' 
go tta fed [feed] i t  [ this hand] dat . Evah da ' p o '  a lil ' dat cologne on . Pin 
i t  righ t  to yo ' side ; an ' why yo ' kin gi t dat pusson . Yo ' want ' em .  [ Charles
ton ,  s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 43 : 1 . ]  

12364 . Yeah , you can ge t some 
after you get the Zove powder put 

Zove powder and you can put that on you ,  and 
on you , they go t some kind of  oil : s ay ,  I think 

LOVE POWDER - COCONUT OIL OR BUTTER - WITCH HAZEL 
AND VAN VAN - BEFORE REACHING BOSS ADD RED PEPPER 
RUB HANDS WITH THIS MIXTURE - BOSS WILL GIVE JOB 

they calls i t  coconut oil , 
an ' coconut but ter , and witch 
haze l ,  and Van- Van. See , 
you put all them four diff ' 
ren ' - i t  together . An '  they 

say ,  when you ge t mos t to the place , you have i t  in your pocke t ,  and you put red 
pepper wi th i t .  So when you ge t mos t  there , see , you rub your hand with it like 
that . But don ' t le t ' em see it  on you . See , after you rubb ing your hand with 
i t  like that , s ee ,  the bossman , he can ' t  tell you "no . "  He go t to give you 
something to do . 

( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 1087 : 7 . ] 
1236 5 . A little powder ,  they call i t  a love s ashay . They s ay you kin take 

i t  wi th you . You take an' tie i t  in your handkerchief , an ' when you go down to 

LOVE SASHAY IN HANDKERCHIEF - SHAKE AT BOSS FOR JOB 

a j ob ] . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 331) , 26 9 : 10+85 . ]  

git the j ob ,  they s ay you 
j is ' shake your handker
chief [ and you will get 

12366 . Well , dey have a powder dat dey call love powder . I t ' s  made up o f  
essence o f  roses - some flavor o f  roses , an ' dey mi x  dis up . I t  has a very 

swee t odor an ' in going out time 
LOVE POWDER - ROSE ODOR - IN HANDKERCHIEF an ' ag ' in , dey put dis powder ,  dis 

love powder in ' em, in dere handker
chiefs an ' anything dey powder dere faces with . Dey claim when dey come in con
tact wi th men dat are talking , dey claim it makes dese men crazy to go where 
dey are . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 39 ) , 8 29 : 7 . ]  

1236 7 . Get luck powder - love and Zuck powder. 
(Love and Zuck powder . And what do you do wi th that? )  
Sprinkle i t  down - keep i t  sprinkled down around the house . 
(And wha t will that do? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4 325 

Make them love you .  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 5 36 ) , 100 7 : 14 . ] 
1236 8 . Well , dere ' s  sompin dat dey call love perfume dat he kin dress hi� 

self with , an '  [or ] he will dress his wife i f  he ketch her s leep ; and when he 
gone , she won ' t have any thought for no o ther man to come around . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , (660) , 86 2 : 4 . ] 

12369 . Buy love powder at drugs tore and sprinkle on man . [ Richmond 317 : 7 . ] 
12370 . Put love powder [ informant called it mojoh powde!i on self and hand

kerchief so that person inhales . [Elizab e th Ci ty 390 : 6 . ] 
12371 . Woman sprinkles love powder on a man . [Wilmington 13 7 : 3 . ] 
1237 2 .  I f  you put love powder in a letter , the receiver will write . [Wil

mington 113 : 4 .  ] 
12 373 . Hi t ' s in de country though , whut ah did . Hi t ' s  a weed in de country , 

yo ' call de love tangler. [ Is  this a dodder? ] 
(What does i t  look like ? )  
I t ' s  j es '  - i t ' s  a b ush dat 

yo ' know - j es '  lak yo ' cain ' t 
grows flat chew know , an '  it  j es '  tangles all up 
see where de root o f  i t .  I t  j es '  tangled an '  

LOVE TANGLER - PRETTY GREEN FLAT WEED - TANGLED UP 
THROW UNDER HOUSE TO CAUSE MAN-WOMAN TROUBLE 

twis ted all up . 
(Is  i t  a flower? Does i t  
have any b loom on it? ) 

It ' s  j es '  a pretty green glat  weed 
that - yo ' j es '  dig up one bush of  
son ' s house whut ' s  devilin ' yo ' up 

No , it  don ' t have no b loom .  
dat be ' s  tangled up . An '  yo ' dig up s ome o f  
that an ' carry i t  an' throw i t  under de per
wi t chure husband . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat puts yo ' all back together an ' b reaks him an ' dis woman up . Dat ' s whut 

ah did fo ' mah sis ter . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 127 2) , 215 3 : 1 . ] 
12374 . Git dis heah powdah , dis heah Lucky Heart Powdah . 

nLUCKY HEART" PERFUME Burn i t  in yore place every mawnin ' an '  every night , s ome 
dat Lucky Heart Powder . Hi t draws good luck fo ' cus to

.ers tuh come in . [Lucky Heart in 19 30-1940 ' s  was name o f  firm and products they 
sold . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1137) , 185 1 : 6 . ] 

12375 . Lak now , s ay ,  if  yo ' wuz mad wi t me . Well ,  if  ah go to one o f  dese 
Zucky men 's , s ee , an ' git me some of dis hoodoo stuff. Well ,  now , yo ' don ' t 

I,UCKY MEN OR LUCK MAN - RARE NAME FOR HOODOO MAN 
come tuh mah house but S arah 
ovah dere comes . Well,  yo ' 
give dis tuh Sarah an ' Sarah 

vill come to mah house an ' de fireplace is b roken up heah or down heah . [ S arah 
vill] poke dat s tuff in dere . All righ t .  I go t tied because it ' s  in mah house 
all de time . [ Faye ttevi lle , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2516 : 12 . ] 

LUCKY OIL OR LUCKY PERFUME 
12376 . S ay yo ' take some , any kind o f  lucky oil , 
or lucky perfume , dat makes a very p leasin' smell . 
Consequently the boss smells it . It  isn ' t de per

fume alto ge thah dat gi t a man ' s  j ob ,  but i t  attrac t dey ' tenshun , den he kin 
�alk himself into a posi tion . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 21) , 2713 : 7 . ] 

LUCKY SEAL : 9 PARSLEY ROOTS IN ONE SHOE - PLUG OF 
YELLOW GARLIC IN OTHER - CROSS 9 NEW PINS IN CLOTH 
PUT INITIAL OF YOUR GIVEN NAME IN INK ON CLOTH AT 
EACH PIN - BUY LUCKY SEAL AT CRACKERJACK DRUG STORE 
PUI ALL THIS AT GATE WHERE HIRING DONE - YOU FIRS T  
CJIE HIRED - A SEAL PRINTED ON SMALL PIECE O F  PAPER 

12 37 7 .  Lak if  yo ' go 
roun ' de cornah fo ' a j ob 
an ' yo ' go de firs � day 
an ' de man don ' hiah yo ' ,  
yo ' go de second day an '  
he don ' t hiah yo ' . Wel l ,  
de third day yo ' git dis
gus ted, yo ' see , an' yo ' 

study some kiDda remedy tuh gi t dis j ob .  Yo ' see . Well,  yo ' go dere an' de 
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firs t thing yo ' do , gi t chew nine roo ts of  pars ley , yo ' see , an ' put ' em in yore 
shoe . An '  gi t chew a garlic a yel lah garlic , a p lug of garlic an ' put dat in 
yore shoe . An '  git chew a piece of clo th about that long , yo ' see . An' put 
nine pins in that crossways , yes , s traight pins , new pins . Put ' em in dere 
crossways . An '  let each one o f  dem pins , lak yore name is George , well yo '  put 
de ' ni tials yo ' see at dem pins . An' yo ' go to dat j ar • • •  

(Where do you put those needles and those pins ? )  
Undah dere yo ' see , undah de pins • • • •  See where ah got dem nine pins cross . 

Yo ' go t de ' ni tials dere yo ' see . 
(You pu t the initials down with what ? )  
Ink . 
(On the clo th or  on a piece of  paper ? )  
On de clo th . See , de pins in de clo th ,  see , lak dat piece of  cloth about 

dat long.  Yo ' see yo ' j is '  put de pins lak dat crossways nine t imes . Yo ' see 
each on de b o t tom, yo ' put lak his nine dere "George" yo ' see wit ink , only each 
one dem ' nitials . An '  yo ' go dere dat mawnin '  an ' yo ' git a seal de' [ they ] call 
de "Lucky Seal . "  Yo ' go to de Crackerj ack Drug S to '  an ' git dat . Yo ' see yo ' 
carry dat an ' put i t  right down by de gate where de man hiahs up dere . Yo ' press 
it down dere . He ' ll call yo ' ' fore he calls anybodys else . Lak yore name Mis tah 
Eddy , he ' ll say ,  "Wel l ,  Mis tah Eddy ,  come on in an ' go tuh work . Ah needs yo ' 
dis mawnin ' • 

( That is to get the j ob . )  
giers , La . ,  ( 1605 ) , 30 31 : 1 . ] 

[See also SEALS in CHANNEL DE WORLD , v .  5 .  ] [Al-

12378 . Gi t chew - if i t ' s two do ' s  heah [ in this house ] yo ' go tuh de grocery 
s to '  an' git chew a can of whut chew call dis Red Devi l Lye , which Southerners 

LYE : RED DEVIL LYE WHICH SOUTHERNERS USE DOWN HEAH 
AS POTASH - WITH TABLESPOON DIG HOLE - THEN SPOON 
UP A LITTLE OF CLIENT ' S TRACK [ ROOT DOCTOR] GIVING 
RITE - BURY SAME THING AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS 
CLIENT CAN GO TO HIS WORK - NOTHING WILL HURT HIM 

use down heah as po tash , 
an ' open it . [ Lye and pot
ash are the same in these 
rites , because that Red 
Devil Lye can has a real 
red devil on it ! ] Take 
yo ' a tab lespoon an ' dig 

a hole j es '  wi t dat tab lespoon , an' put de dirt outa dere track ,  an '  yo ' bury 
i t  down dere , one [ can ] tuh yore front an ' one tuh yore back ,  when yo ' go tuh 
work , an ' i t  wouldn ' t hurt chew . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 10) , 2045 : 4 . ] 

RED DEVIL LYE AND POTASH SAME THING - KILLS WHAT PUT DOWN 
12 379 . Wel l ,  if 
dey ' s put down any
thing fo ' yo ' tuh 

walk ovah , why de ' tell me tuh git a can of  Red Devi l Lye po tash an ' bury i t  in 
de groun' an ' leave de top ' bout half open an ' hi t ' ll kill whut dey go t put 

RED DEVIL LYE AND POTASH THE SAME - KEEPS EVIL AWAY 
ONE UNDER EACH DOORSTEP 

down . [Waycross , Ga . ,  
( 1 11 7 ) , 179 3 : 11 . ] 
12380 . Jes ' take a can 

Red Devi l po tash , an ' bury i t  yo ' know , 
somepin o thah lak da t .  An '  dat ' ll keep 

(Keep harm away . )  

o f  dis po tash . Yo ' know , 
j es '  lak underneat '  chure do ' s teps or 
ever ' thing away . 

Bury one underneat ' each one yore do ' s teps . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1177) , be
�n cylinders 199 1-199 4 : 2 . ] 

12381 . Dey tell me de way to do , if  yo ' wanta put a confus ion , yo ' know , in 
a person' s  home . Yo ' see dat way to keep ' im confused , dat chew take a b ox of  
po taSh  yo• see , an '  Red Devil lye - po tash , yo ' see [Red Devi l lye and potash 
the sa.e ] .  An' dig a hole at chure back s teps or ei ther yore front s teps an ' 
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RED DEVIL LYE AND POTASH ONE - BURY AT EITHER STEP 
VICTIM CONFUSED - NO MORE PEACE - NEVER SATISFIED 

cover dat [ can ] up , an ' 
dat person won ' t see no 
mo ' peace in dat home . 
Dey will nevah be satis

fied while in dere . De home yo ' know would be a nuisance to him , cause dat 
s tuff yo ' see is hot dataway an ' i t  will keep him ho t .  [Waycross , Ga . , { 1069 ) , 

LYE UNDER BOTH STEPS - TO KEEP DOWN ANYTHING 
17 30 : 5 . ] 
1238 2 .  Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' 
could take lye . Git chew a box 

of  lye an' put holes in it , in de box o f  lye , an ' put it undah yore do ' s tep . 
Dat is tub keep down anything anybody put down fo ' yo ' .  

(You put that at the front doors tep ? )  
No , dey tole me tub put one a t  de back an '  one at de front . [ Florence , S .  

Car . , ( 1292) , 219 1 : 8 . ] 
1238 3 .  Box of po tash - [Red] Devi l Lye 

at nigh t  when yo ' asleep , an '  set it  about 
- s tick holes in it an ' set i t ,  slip 
your p lace [property ] .  Cut off yore 

AGAIN RED DEVIL LYE - POTASH - BURNED - RUINS BUSINESS 
trade and p rosperity . 
Yo ' can ' t have nuthin 
much . Evahthing yo ' 

put chure hands to go bad . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1129 ) , 1834 : 7 . ] 
12 384 . Heard o f  people takin ' a knife an ' puttin ' i t  down [burying it ] yo ' 

know , j es '  lak i f  ah ' d  go ovah tonight an ' put down sompin fo ' somebody an ' dey 

LYE KILLS ANY BURIED CUNJURE ABOUT HOUSE 
gi t up de next mawnin '  sick or could
n ' t move or sompin , an '  ano thah man 
would come along an '  he say , "Well ,  

yo ' take some lye an ' put 
(That kills the poison 

25 35 : 8 . ]  

ovah that s tuff" an ' that kills that . 
they put down . ) [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 11) , 

12385 . If a person take an ' - anything dey take an '  s teal of yores , an ' take 
po tash an ' bury i t  right  at de window where yo ' s leep at , an '  dat potash eat i t  

up ,  why he ' ll break out in 
IF ENEMY STEALS PIECE OF YOUR CLOTHING - BURIES IT 
WITH LYE AT YOUR WINDOW - YOU BREAK OUT IN SORES 

sores . 
( I f  they bury with that 
potash anything that you 

wear to your skin - your so cks or anything - it makes you break out in sores . )  
[Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1206 ) , 2048 : 12 . ] 

12386 . Yo ' kin take a b ox of lye an ' yo ' kin go out at twelve a ' clock in de 
night , i f  yo ' wanta run anything away . An '  like runnin ' away , dey tell me , dat' s 

MIDNIGHT - BURY LYE AT DOORSTEPS - CURSE PEOPLE YOU 
WANT KEPT AWAY - DESE POLICES AN ' DIFF 'REN THINGS 
WHEN BURYING LYE CAN - PUT BISCUIT ON 'IDP - DRIVE 
NAIL THROUGH INTO CAN - AFTER 9 MORNINGS - DIG UP 
USE LYE AND NAIL - ANY MORE TROUBLE - ANOTHER CAN 

runnin' away de enemies 
o f  ' em - dese polices an '  
diff ' ren ' things l ak  dat . 
Yo ' go out at twelve 
a ' clock at night an' bury 
i t  down undah yore do ' 
s tep . An '  after yo ' bury 

dat dere , yo ' curse de peop le dat chew want to s tay ' way . An '  yo ' take a cold 
b is cui t an '  a tin nai l - one dese little tin nails - an '  drive right down 
through de center of  dat biscui t into dat can .  An ' let it s tay buried dere , 
de ' say ,  fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' yo ' kin take i t  up an ' use i t .  If anything 
gi t tub worrytn ' yo ' - yo ' havin ' any trouble or anything like dat - yo ' go 
back dere an ' put down anothah can .  Well,  at de time yo ' may not fear ' bout 
nuthin interferin ' with yo ' . Nobody won ' t interfere . 

(Why do you put that biscui t in there ? )  
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Ah don ' t know why yo ' put dat bis cuit down dere , but sompin o thah . [ One 
guess would be an offering to the spiri t doing your work . ] 

(But you say you can use that lye over - you can use that if you want to . )  
Af ter i t  s tay dere nine days , why yo ' kin use i t .  [Normally materials canno t 

be reused . ] [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 1256) , 2131 : 12 . ] 
12387 . Dis heah Red Devil lye , i t ' s good . 

i t ' s bad . Take i t  an ' make good out of  i t  an ' 
Yo ' know it ' s  good an ' yo ' know 
take it an ' make bad out of  i t .  

(Tell me how you can make 
bad out o f  i t  firs t? ) 

4 BOXES OF RED DEVIL LYE - 4 HOLES IN EACH BOX 
ADD SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE - BURY BOXES AT 
4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - FIRST RAIN WILL KILL ALL EVIL 

We ll , yo ' kin take that an ' 
eat so much dat ' ll kill yo ' ,  
yo ' see . 
An '  den yo ' kin take it 
ag ' in if yo ' know anyone 

wanta do anything to yo ' roun ' yore home an ' yo ' no t knowin ' i t .  Git chew f o '  
boxes of  i t  an' yo ' put chew fo ' ho les in each one of  ' em.  An '  take yo ' some 
blues tone , sal t ,  red peppah an ' put all dat in dat bo ttle [box] an ' yo ' take 
an ' yo ' bury dem at each corner of  yore house . I f  yore yard evah b e  covered 
wi t watah [ a fter a rain ] why yo ' know den everything killed . 

(Everything is killed that they put down for you . ) [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
( 1331) , 229 1 : 2 . ] 

12388 . Yo ' kin take a b ox of  soda,  j es '  [ as ] 
[ cour t ] . Yo ' take de box of  soda,  an ' yo ' could 

ah tole yo ' - said about de co ' t  
take dat soda an ' to te it along 

wit chew . Yo ' could bury 
some undah yore back s teps , 
an ' some undah yore front 

5 PLACES :  1 BOX OF SODA - HALF UNDER FRONT STEP 
HALF UNDER BACK - 3 BOXES OF RED DEVIL LYE - 2 AT 
FRONT CORNERS OF HOUSE - 1 AT GATE - EVIL KEPT AWAY 

Lye an '  yo ' kin bury each one o f  them at chure - yo ' 
o f  de house , an ' bury one of ' em at de gate . But be  
soda from [at ] de  b ack s teps to  [at ] de  front s teps . 
but dey nevah could s top . 

s tep s . Den yo ' kin take 
three boxes of Red Devi l 

know , each [ fron t ]  corner 
sho [ sure ] yo ' bury de 

Dey could come by dere 

(They bury one of those Red Devil Lye ' s at the gate and the o ther two at the 
front corners . And one at the gate? ) 

That ' s  right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2450 : 10 . ]  
12389 . Bury five cans o f  po tash roun' yore home : one under de s tep , one on 

one side de s tep an' one on de o thah . Dat ' s  three c ans . An '  put two to de 

5 CANS OF LYE : BURY 3 AT FRONT STEPS - 1 IN FRONT 
2 ON SIDES - BURY OTHER 2 IN FRONT OF BACK STEPS 

back s teps , an ' dat ' ll keep 
' em from . 
( From what?)  
From harmin ' yo ' . 

three a t  the front s teps and two at the back? ) 
Yes sir . 

(You use five alto gether : 
[See illus tration . ]  • 

(At the front s tep you have one on each side o f  the s tep and 
one in the center o f  the s tep ? )  

Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 29 ) , 2087 : 2 . ] 
12390 . (What do they do in a case  like that? )  0 . . 
Well,  they usually burn sompin undah de s teps or put sompin in de [ the 4 ]  

corners o f  de house , but she kin take some lye lak dat an ' s crub it out . That 
kills all tha t .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 920) , 1486 : 12 . ] 

1239 1 .  Go to de s to ' , de groc ' ry  s to ' , an ' git chew a box [ 2  boxes ] of  lye . 
An '  yo' s crub yore house wit chure box o f  lye an' git chew a whole box an '  put 
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2 NEW BOXES OF LYE : 1 SCRUB WITH - OTHER UNDER STEPS 
i t  undah de foo t  of  yore 
s tep s , well de law ' ll  
come to  yore steps but 

he won ' t come in , he ' ll turn roun ' an ' go back . 
15 20 : 4 . ] 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 39) , 

12392 . I f  yo ' wanta bring luck into a home , ah heard of  someone goin '  tub 
work an '  buyin' sompin yo ' call Red Devil lye . Ah guess  yo ' ve seen that . An '  

RED DEVIL LYE - HEARTS COLOGNE - S CRUB 
HOUSE WITH BEFORE SUNRISE - FOR LUCK 

yo ' go tub work an '  buy Red Devi l lye 
an ' this Heart Co logne . This Heart 
Co logne is a [ perfume ] . An '  yo ' go 
tub work an ' yo ' s crub yore home , yo ' 

know , befo ' sunrise 
Ah nevah have tried 
256 9 : 5 . ] 

in de mawnin ' , yo ' see , an ' dey say that will bring luck in . 
i t .  Ah heard about dat , yo ' see . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1388) , 

1239 3 .  Well , every mawnin ' yo ' want people 
go tub de s to '  an ' git chew dis same bo ttle of  

tub come into yore p lace . Yo ' 
dis heah cologne - Hearts Co logne 

NEW BOX OF LYE - NEW HEARTS COLOGNE - SCRUB WITH 
BEFORE SUNRISE - URINE ON PORCH - BRING IN CUSTOMERS 

an ' a box o f  lye . [No
tice - new articles are 
purchased . ] Well , in de 
mawnin ' ' fo re de sun 

rise , s crub yore house thoroughly - good - befo ' de sunrise in de mawnin '  soon -
wi t dat Hearts Co logne an' dat lye . S crub yore house soon dat mawnin ' ' fore de 
sun rise . Pur chure pee [ urine ] in dere too . S crub yore house good every mawn
in' when yo ' gi t up . After den , take yore lye - [ I ] mean yore ahamber lye ,  yo ' 
know, an ' throw dat out on de front po ' ch ,  right on out tub de do ' . Dat bring 
plenty cus tomers . Dat fo ' bootleggahs - sompin lak dat . [ S umter , S .  Car . , 
( 1364) , 240 7 : 3 . ] 

1239 4 .  Wel l ,  
mawnin 1 yo ' have 

now , i f  yo ' sellin ' whiskey . To bring new cus tomers , every 
yo ' a box o f  po tash [ usually Red Devi l Lye ] an ' every mawnin ' 

LYE - INTO HOT WATER EVERY MORNING - SWEEP OFF PORCH 
INTO STREET - DO NOT SCRUB - FOR WHISKEY CUSTOMERS 

as long as [you need i t ] . 
Yo ' take dat po tash an '  
put i t  on yo ' s tove , take 
yo ' a broom - don ' t gi t 

down on yore knees an ' s crub i t .  Yo ' take yo ' a broom an ' s crub yore po ' ch a 
lil ' every mawnin ' wi t dat po tash wi t yore broom.  Jes ' sweep i t  right  out  in 
de s tree t  lak dat , an ' ah ' ll okay [ O . K . ] yo ' ll be success ful . Yo ' ll have mo ' 
cus tome rs den yo ' kin be able tub ' ten d to . 

[Turned off  recording machine too soon . ] 
(You sweep i t  out into the s tree t you say ? )  
Yes sir , out in d e  s tree t .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1249) , 2123 : 2 . ] 
12395 . One thing dat ah hear , dat ' s dis heah Red Seal Lye .  Scrub yore p lace 

every mawnin '  b efo ' de sunrise with this Red Seal Lye . S crub it out every mawn ' 
in' wit dat Red Seal Lye fo ' 9 mawnin ' s  an' dat ' ll draw de cus tomers . [Memphis , 

RED SEAL LYE - S CRUB 9 DAYS BEFORE SUNRISE - BUYERS 
T enn . , ( 1555 ) , 2829 : 3 . ]  
12396 . Take about 3 cans 
of concentrated lye , bury 

one about a foo t deep right in de gateway , ano ther one between dat an '  de door , 
an '  the other under your s teps . Dere ' s  no way on earth they kin do you any 
harm .  [Mob ile 96 2 : 5 . ] 

1239 7 .  Burn incense , s crub out house from back to front with Red Devi l Lye , 
red pepper , 9 spoonfuls o f  sugar , and throw used water eas tward - to rising sun . 
[This is for p rotection in b usiness and also cus tomers . ]  [Newport News 500 : 7 . ] 

12 39 8 . If  bootlegging : "S crub wit dat lye every day in de morning time . 
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Don ' t never ' low [ allow ] a woman to come in firs t [be firs t cus tomer ] .  Alway s 
accep t a man firs t ,  and you ' ll never be bothered [by the law ] . "  [Mobile 8 89 : 7 . ] 

1239 9 .  "An ' i f  it ' s  anything sprinkled at  chure home • • •  well , yo ' go to work , 
you get a [new ]  box of lye , you knock a ho le th rough that [box o f ]  lye .  You 
don ' t  take any o f  i t  out . You put i t  underneath your s teps an ' that lye ' ll per
tee t  the home . See , that  ole s tuff tha t was put down , it [ lye]  kills i t . "  [New 
Orleans 1120 : 4 . ] 

12400 . S crub in and out of  house with 
b ury under s teps , no one can put anything 
{ 966) , 1560 : 7 . ]  

Red Devil lye ,  punch hole i n  the can , 
down to harm you . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  

12 401 . Git a can o f  lye dey tell me , can of  concentrated lye , an ' dig a hole 
undah de s teps an ' bury i t .  An '  if  anybody put anything down fo ' yo ' ,  dat ' ll 
eat i t  up . But yo ' got ta punch a hole in de top o f  i t  wit a nail . [ Sumter , 
s .  Car . , { 13 70) , 242 7 : 7 . ] 

1240 2 .  I f  any thing is put dOwn ,  scrub with concentrated lye to ki Z Z  i t .  
[ Mobile 9 6 8 : 10 . ] 

1240 3 .  To do that choo know they have to have some kind of powder ,  have a 
magic powder see . And when they scrub the doorsi lls every man who pass by t ill 

MAGIC POWDER IN SCRUB WATER - S IGNS - TO DRAW MEN 
[ it will ] t ake no tice . I t  
brings men , see , but they 
have to have a s ign ,  like 

some woman sent to the window or somepin of that sor t ,  an ' they pass by you 
wink or smile . [ Baltimore , Md . , { ? ) , 5 1 : 2+85 . ]  

12 404 . Ah know dat chew could git a j ob jes ' by 
Yo ' take an ' git - j es ' a little p iece of cloth an ' 

goin ' to a magnolia tree . 
den sew it  up in a heart
s tyle bag in shape of  a 
heart . Yo ' take dat he art
s tyle an '  yo ' fill it up wit 
nuthin but tab le salt , salt 
dat nevah has been used . 

MAGNOLIA ROOTS 3 - RUNNING EAST - Pur TIIEM INTO 
HEART-SHAPED BAG FILLED WITH SALT - TIE UP - FEED 
WITH COLOGNE - READ A CERTAIN PSALM 3 TIMES EACH 
MORNING BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME 3 TIMES TO HUNT JOB 

An '  go to a magnolia tree 
wit  three roots dat ' s  runnin ' eas t .  Don ' t care how small o r  how large i t  is , 
an ' yo ' tie i t  up together an ' feed i t  off  de cologne . An '  i t ' s a certain chap
tab in Psalms in de Bib le - de P salms o f  David .  Ah di sremembah , but chew repeat 
dat three times in de mawnin ' befo '  yo ' go fo ' three mawnin ' s , an ' aftah dat 
third mawnin ' dat chew ' ll  be  success ful in gittin ' a j ob an '  holdin '  it as 
long as yo ' kin hold dat . 

{You put these magnolia roots into this little bag? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' puts i t  in dat an ' sew it  up right wit de sal t in de heart

s tyle [bag ] . [Brunswick , Ga . , { 1226) , 2084 : 4 . ] 
12 405 . All round where you live [here in New Orleans they throw] the dead

head matches - not the matches that ain ' t struck - the matches that are al

DEAD-HEAD MATCHES - WORST KIND OF LUCK 
ready s truck . Thrown all around . 
Will put you in the wors t kind of  
luck , s ame thing [ as some thing els e 

we were talking about ] . Throw them all around your door . [New Orleans , 

DECAPITATED MATCH HEADS AND CAPRICORNA 
La . , { 814) , 1148 : 4 . ] 
12406 . Take them [matches ] and take 
their  heads o f f  and put ' em  with 

aapricorna, and put it in the top [ sweatband ] of your hat ,  it will run you 
crazy . 

(Cat foot aorner? ) 
[This is wha t my trans criber thinks I say ,  but ac tual ly I say the preceding 
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capricorna and informant now tells us what i t  was . ]  
I t ' s li ttle brown powder j us t  like snuf f . 
[ I  also add the p receding comment ,  dus t from drug s toPe - hoodoo drug s tore . 

I never attemp ted to inves tigate these hoodoo drug s tores and mai l order houses , 
that would be a life-time task in itself ! ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 80 3  or 804) , 

MATCHES - CUT OFF HEADS - PUT STEMS IN HUSBAND ' S  
CLOTHES TO LOVE YOU - HEAD DISSOLVE AND COOK IN 

HIS FOOD 1- 1 MAKE HIM LOVE YOU IF HE ' S  RUNNING ROUND 

1125 : 2 . ] 
1240 7 .  I f  yo ' take mat
ches an ' take an ' cut de 
haids of ' em off , an '  put 
' em in your husban ' s 

clothes , say dat will make him love yo ' .  Jes ' cut de haids o f  de matches off  
an ' ' solve [ dissolve ] ' em yo ' see , an ' take de watah off of dem an ' cook his 
food wi th i t .  That will make him love yo ' . 

(Well ,  how do you mean make him love you ? )  
Jes ' take , lak i f  he didn ' t ca ' fo ' terbacca [ tobacco ] wus runnin '  roun ' an '  

wouldn ' t s tay home , den yo ' could take dose matches an ' take de sulphur out of  
' em an ' make him s tay home . [Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1391) , 249 7 : 10 . ] 

12 408 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em j es '  gittin ' a box of matches an '  b urn ' em.  De 
way dey burn when dey throw i t ,  why dat ' s  de way dat he is , i f  dey try tuh find 

MATCHES - NEW BOX - LIGHT - THROW - WAY HE WILL GO 
him ,  yo ' know , lak if  i t ' s  
no ' th or  so ' th or eas t or 
wes t .  Burn dem matches an '  

throw ' em lak dat . Ah ' ve heard o f  dat .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1544) , 2805 : 8 . ] 

MATCH - CHEW ON STEM TAKING 1- 1 CONTROL PERSON 
1240 9 . Take a match an ' yo ' 
kin go to a fellah , anyone dat 
chew like or love , an ' put in 

yore mouth an ' chew de end o f  i t ,  an '  he come undah yore command . Yo ' know , in 
speakin' an ' talkin ' , chew i t  when yo ' talkin ' . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1365) , 

MATCHES OUT OF YOUR HOME - DANGEROUS TO LEND 
WRONG PERSON COULD CREATE A CONFUS ION THERE 

2 410 : 11 . ] 
12410 . Why dey tell me i t ' s  
danger of  lending matches out 
chure own home . Dey tell me by 

lending matches out chure home dat a person kin take it to dey house an ' use 
sulphur wit it in a way dat i t ' ll keep confus ion in yore home all de time . 

(Do you know how they use i t? What they do ? )  
Well , dey say ,  i f  yo ' loan a person - a person come to yore house an ' borrow 

three or foah matches from yo ' . Dey ' ll go back home - if dey got a nice box 
wi t sulphur inside , dey s crape dat sulphur off  de side of de b ox an ' put two 
o f  dose ma tches in de box.  Put dat sulphur in dat b ox an ' go to de s to '  an '  
buy yo ' a bot tle of dis s tuff whut chew call sweet spiri t  o f  niter . An '  fo ' 
three mornin ' s ,  drop a drop on each three mornin ' s  - keep i t  closed - dey say 
dat will keep confus ion an ' fussin'  in yore house all de time between yo ' an '  
yore folks . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1159 ) , 19 34 : 5 . ] 

12411 . B orrowin ' a match is hard luck . If a person as t yo ' fo ' a match 
an' yo ' don ' t give ' em but �· well yo ' give ' em troub le .  Yo ' d  have to give 
' em a coup le or ei ther a crowd . [ Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 2464 : 3 . ] 

12 412 . Like if you have a b oy friend an ' he ' s  goin ' wi th another girl,  to 
break ' em up , you ge t 2 matches an ' cross ' em an ' put ' em under the [ girl ' s ] 
doors tep . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 30 1) , 228 : 7+85 . ]  

12413 . Yessuh ,  dat gunshe ll an ' de sho ts . Well , yo ' take de shots out . Ah 
ain ' t  used de sho ts very much but ah have used de powder .  An '  ah have heard 
tell of ' em us in ' de sho ts . But whut ah have used de powder fo ' , yo ' open dat 
gunshe ll , but it mus t be b lack powder an ' yo ' gi t chew some sulphur . An '  if 
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yo ' wants peace in yore home , yo ' kin take dat powder an ' three or fo ' matches , 

MATCHES 3 OR 3 FOR PEOPLE - GUN POWDER - SULPHUR 
EXPLODE THESE NEAR STEPS - TROUBLEMAKERS BLOWN AWAY 

an ' dig a li ttle hole 
ab out dat fur down de 
s teps , an ' den yo ' ligh t  
dat powder . Hit ' s goin ' 

b low up an ' b low al l dem matches 
dividual will be gone whoevah i t  
Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2830 : 12 . ] 

away , yo ' see , whut chew put dere . An ' de in
is , whatevah dey doin ' to yo ' . [Memphis , 

12414 . Wherevah yo ' put chure fingahs on dat match yo ' c arry dat match an ' 
put chure watah [urine ] on dat . Pee on de match an ' yo ' take dat match an ' 

GET MATCH FROM SOMEONE YOU DISLIKE - PUT YOUR URINE 
ON ANY PART OF MATCH YOUR FINGERS TOUCHED - SET THIS 
MATCH IN CENTER OF 3 MATCHES OR TRIANGLE OF MATCHES 
[HERE IS A SHAPE S IMILAR TO A SQUARE OF 4 CANDLES 

HAVING A 5TH CANDLE IN CENTER - A QUINCUNX RITE 
FREQUENT IN HOODOO] - RUB EARWAX FROM OWN EAR ON 
CENTER MATCH - S TRIKE CENTER MATCH AND LIGHT A 
TRIANGLE MATCH - GIVER OF MATCH - FINGER EETCH OFF 

take an '  s e t  up three mo ' 

matches around dat . S ee ,  
s e t  up three mo ' matches 
around dat .  [The urine 
match is in the center of  
a triangle of  ma tches . ]  
An '  den yo ' take tha t 
match da t yo ' got , yo ' 
take an '  git a lil ' of  
de  wax out of  yore ear 

an ' smeah on de end of  dis match . See . An' den yo ' take dat ma tch an ' s trike 
one dose o thah matches yo ' go t round de re , an '  put i t  on dis match an ' le t i t  
burn .  Den de e nd  o f  their fingah will ee tch of f ,  come to d e  p lace where i t  
eat ri ght off . 

(You do tha t with a ma tch from someb ody that you don ' t like ? )  
Yes , dat ' s  ri ght . De e nd  o f  dey fingah eat o f f . Come a sore on i t .  [ Faye t

teville , N .  Car . , ( 1415) , 2549 : 5 . ] 
12415 . I ' ll tell you what chew do with matches , I believe tha t ' s true . 

Take 7 match s tems and pour niter on those matches . You see , you cross those 

MATCHES 7 - CROSS THEM - POUR NITER ON 
WISH - SET AFIRE - REPEAT 7 MORNINGS 

matches , you cross those 7 stems . 
Cros s firs t one and ano ther , j us t  
cross ' em in a pile . An '  you make 
a wish for some thing . You se t those 

matches afire . But chew have to do tha t th ing every morning for 7 mornings . 

MATCHES 8 OR 9 - CROS S LIKE " X" - COULD USE A 
POWDER - TIE THEM TOGETHER - BURY AT DOOR - SAME 
THING CAN BE OONE WITH PINS AND NEEDLES - YOU CAN 
ADD HAIR FROM MOLD OF HEAD - THAT WILL KILL YOU 

[ Richmond , Va . , ( 342) , 
380 : 1 . ] 
12 416 . Jus t fix ' em ,  put
tin ' ' em in a cross like a 
"X'' , you know , and might 
ge t a powder an ' tie ' em 

up toge ther , and take that and bury i t  a t  yo ' [ vic tim' s ]  door . 
(Bury i t  at your door?  They cross them like a real "X'' ? )  
Jus t like tha t [ demons trates ] .  
( I  see . How many do they use ? 
They git ' bout eight or nine . 

How many matches do they put that way ? )  

( I  see and they bury i t  at your door? ) 
Bury i t  at your door . 
And pins - take needles and pins and put ' em in de same way like dese 

ma tches . 
( C ros s  them. ) 
And git s ome - if they kin git some hair out de mo le o f  yo ' haid . Wrap that 

up - wrap that round dere and cross ' em and bury that at  your door . 
(What does that  do ? )  
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They say that will kill you . [ Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 3 74 : 13 . ]  
124 17 . Perhaps yo ' wanted a man . Yo ' j es '  me t  him an' yo ' fell in love wit 

him, yo ' like him; he had a good j ob or somepin o thah . He appe aled to yo ' .  

MATCHES 9 - CUT 9 STRIPS OF PAPER FINGER-SIZE - HIS 
NAME 9 TIMES - ONCE ON EACH STRIP - WISH EVERY 
EVENING BEFORE SUNSET - 9 EVENINGS - STANDING IN 
CENTER OF ROOM [THE 4 CORNERS OF ROOM AND THIS 
CENTER MAKES THIS A QUINCUNX RITE ]  STRIKE ONE 
MATCH - BURN 1 STRIP - MAKE 1 WISH - DO THIS 9 
EVENINGS IN SUCCESSION - WITHIN 2 DAYS MAN COMES 

9 MATCHES - 9 PAPERS - 9 NAMES 
9 DAYS - 9 BURNINGS - 9 WISHES 

Yo ' d  go home . An' perhaps 
yo ' d  pass somewheres roun ' 
an '  yo ' d  git in talk wit 
him , an ' yo ' d git his name. 
Yo ' kin take 9 matches an ' 
name ' em him.  An' then 
yo ' d  cut chew 9 li ttle 
strips o f  p apah about lak 
[ size of ] yore finger , an' 
yo ' d  write his name on 
ei ther one o f  dose s trips 

nine of ' em. An '  then every evenin '  j es '  befo ' de sun go down yo ' make yore 
wishes . S tan ' in de middle o f  yore flo '  [you s tand in the center of the room 
which makes this one of the many quincunx ri tes ] an ' take these nine matches 
an ' s trike ' em.  Jes ' b e  shore yo ' make one s troke with each [match ] an ' light 
his name an ' b urn hi t ,  aftah yo ' make yore wishes . All right . Well , yo ' save 
that lit tle end p erhaps , whut burn down . Yo ' save that . Well , yo ' conceal it . 

Den de next evenin' b efo ' de sun go down yo ' git anothah s trip with his name 
an ' one o f  dese nine matches , an ' yo ' burn until those nine matches an ' those 
nine names yo ' know , his name is burn up . An '  it won ' t be b ut two days b efo ' 
he will come to yore home . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1452) , 2 7 9 1 : 5 . ] 

12418 . They take the matches an ' take the head off  ' em an ' b eat  ' em up an '  
sew ' em up in j es '  a small p iece o f  new cloth - 10 matches . An '  put ' em up 

MATCHES 10 - HEADS OFF - SEW INTO NEW CLOTH 
PUT OVER OR UNDER DOOR - KEEP DOWN QUARRELS 

ovah yuh doah faced [ top of the 
door ] or ei thah down where yo ' 
have to walk ovah i t .  An '  [ they ] 
s ay that ' ll keep down quarrels , 

if he ' s  fussin'  or  anything like tha t .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (204) , 111 : 3+85 . ] 
12419 . Yo ' kin take twelve matches and bury ' em to any person ' s  door , and 

when he walk ove r dem ma tches he ' d  have hard luck and he wouldn ' t s tay dere 

MATCHES 12 BURY AT STEPS - PERSON CROSSING LEAVES 
long . That dis tance [ from 
the door ] .  He has to go up 
acros s [ s teps ] to make any 

headway [ towards harod Z.uak ] . [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( 5 19 ) , 6 16 : 7 . ]  
12420 . I f  she got any of  his clothes , j es '  lak if  she go t any o f  his under-

weah - if she haven ' t got any of  his own clothes dat she kin use , if she kin 

MATTRESS HE SLEPT ON - PIE CE OF - OR CLOTHES - IN 
BOTTLE WITH VARNEKAY [ALCOHOL ] - RETURNS IN 9 DAYS 

git in any p lace where be 
has s lep t .  See , j es ' lak 
if he has slep t  in dat bed , 
she kin cut a piece of dat 

.attress . Jes ' cut a hole in dat mat tress ,  undahs t an ' , an ' gi t a piece of de 
cotton , or anything dat goes , yo ' know , undah where he has slep t .  Yo ' see , his 
scent  is  still dere , undahs tan ' . Put i t  in de bottle an ' git chew some dis 
beah 'beztnekay . 

I t  s ompin lak de peoples drink , sometimes fo ' gi ttin '  drunk off  of it . I t ' s 
a varnekay wafah [wafer ] ,  an' yo ' puts i t  heah wi th this heah cloth, undabst an '  , 
ei thah wi th de co tton ,  whichevah one yo ' use ,  an '  s top i t  up in dis bot tle , an '  
puts i t  in de closet dere . An '  wi thin nine days , ei thah he or she will re turn . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1510) , 2695 : 6 . ] 

1242 1 .  H e  lay down i n  d e  b e d  - j es '  like he lay down . Now , you go right 
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MEASURE SLEEPING MAN HEAD TO FOOT - USE NEW STRING 
TIE 9 KNOTS - WEAR ABOUT WAIST - HE CANNOT RUN ABOUT 

dere when he ' s  s leep ing.  
Git a lit tle cord , new 
cord , and i f  he sti f f  
and hard [ if his body is 

s tre tched out ] you kin measure , you know , 
fee t .  

right st rai gh t  on down to yore [his ] 

{ From your head to your fee t . ) 
Yes sir,  and then you put nine kno ts in i t ,  see , an ' tie ' em around yore 

wais t - j es '  like you ' d lock a person ' s  trunk , dey can ' t git out - can ' t go 
no more , can ' t  go . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , { ? ) , 6 48 : 1 . ] 

12 42 2 .  I f  yore husb an ' is runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' want him tuh stay at home , 
yo ' ke tch him ' s leep an ' yo ' git chew some tape , dis white tape whut de lady

MEAS URE SLEEPING MAN WITH WHITE DRES S-TRIM TAPE 
TIE 9 KNOTS - TIE TAPE TO ANY TREE - HE STAYS HOME 

folks t rim dey dress wit .  
Yo ' git chew some o f  dat 
an '  yo ' ke tch him as leep 
an ' yo ' measure him,  long 

enough , an '  have de s tring kind a long enough dat chew kin make nine kno ts in 
i t ,  af tah yo ' measure him.  An '  yo ' take dat tape an ' yo ' tie it  to any tree . 
Jes ' tie i t  up on any tree , an '  he ' ll s tay home . He won ' t go out nowhere an '  
run aroun ' . 

{Any t ree outside the house ? )  
Any tree outside o f  a house or in de yard or anywhere , j es '  any one any

where yo ' kin find one . Jes ' take i t  an ' tie i t  up to i t  an ' leave i t  s tay 
dere . [Algiers , La . , { 15 7 7) , 29 04 : 4 . )  

12 42 3 .  Now , she kin take a piece o f  cord , or a p iece o f  s t ring , or anything 
lak dat an ' measure him,  yo ' see . Yo ' ke tch de s t ring tight an ' yo ' measure 

MEASURE SLEEPING MAN WITH A CORD - TIE 9 KNOTS 
STOP UP IN BOTTLE OR CAN - INTO RIVER - HE LEAVES 

him. Den af tah measurin ' 
i t ,  yo ' tie dem nine knots , 
an ' yo ' put i t  in a bottle 
or put it in a can or any

thing lak dat an' throw i t  in de rivah . Yo ' 
j es '  keep a-goin ' . Dat ' s  when yo ' wanta run 

( 15 75 ) , 289 8 : 1 . ] 

see an '  dat ' ll keep him drif tin ' 
a fellah way . [ Algiers , La . , 

12424 . An '  j is '  lak if  yore husb an ' is  runnin ' aroun ' an' yo ' don ' wan t him 
tuh run out with wimmins . Yo ' take a cord s tring an ' measure hisself , yo ' know , 
at de length , an ' yo ' tie nine knots in dat an ' yo ' wear i t  roun ' yore � · 
Dat ' ll keep him at .h2!!· [Memphis 15 20 : 12 . ] 

12425 . Measure man when as leep , from head to foot , !!! as many kno ts as 
possib le in the s tring [no t s o  usual]  put in b o t tle with alcoho l [ unusual 
again] . [Norfo lk 5 3 7 : 5 . ] 

12426 . Talking about anything o f  tha t sort  [ informant shows me something ] .  
(Oh, yes , un huh . Tha t ' s  to be worn isn ' t i t? For protec tion , isn ' t i t ? )  
I t ' s  for pro te c tion . S ee this is a p icture o f  • • •  

{Of our Lord? ) 
Of our Lord ,  yes . Now, this is for p rotec tion . This is for p ro tection , you 

wears this to your heart ,  you know , right around your neck here , you see [ demon

MEDALS OF ANY SORT AND RELIGIOUS S CAPULARS 
OUR LORD : OVER HEART PROTECTION - IN POCKET LUCK 

s t rates ] .  But o f  cours e I 
totes it  in my pocket and 
tha t ' s  for luck . I HAVEN 'T 
GOT ANY OF MY OTHER MEDALS 

AND THINGS ON �� but now , I never knowed they take and use medals for harm. 
I know of ' em us ing medals for to do good - to do goo d ,  you see . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 832) , 1245 : 1. ]  

· 
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12427 . Menstrual cloth .!u!!I. or throw into runni:ng water, says she ' ll 11never 
be any more good . "  [Wilmington 257 : 7 . ] 

12428.  Take gunpowder an 1 milk , a woman 1 s breast  milk, jes • take an' 1 dult
erate i t out an' give i t  to a woman . Give i t  to ' em  in anythiug, -at · - eril, 

MILK - WOMAN ' S - ADD GUNPOWDER - ' DULTERATE IT OUT 
GIVE TO WOMAN - MAKE HER: EVIL - CRANKY - NERVOUS 

KIND OIL - IN IT PUT NAME OF BOSS ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
BOIL TOGETHER: PARADISE SEED - PARSLEY - SUGAR - IN 
IT TAKE BATH THROW BATHWATER INTO STREET - STAY 
IN BUILDING ALL NIGHT - YOUR SUCCESS INCLUDES JOB 

cranky , an • all 1ak dat. , 
makes ' ea  uervo. . 
(You mix thia awpowder 
with this va.an' s  � 
and that makes t.bea 
fight all the tille?) 
Yes suh . [Wilson , B. 
Car . , ( 1455 ) , 2696 : 11. ]  
12 42 9 .  Well the fact. is ,  
i f  yo ' wan ' a j ob ,  they 
have Mind Oi l, .  You hear 
of it?  Mind Oi l, .  Well, 
suppos e the boss ' s name 
John Henry . You sign his 

name to tha t p archment paper , put it in that �nd Oi l,.  You will ge t you some 
paradise see d,  get you some pars ley . You take a bath with that . Af ter taking 
bath , you mus t s tay in that b uilding all night , and throw the wate r out into the 
aiddle of the s tree t ,  see . And anything that ins tead of  going con trary , you 
will have a succes s wi th .  [ For "paradise seed" see margin title GUINEA SEEDS 
etc . , p . 5 70 ,  v . l .  Throwing bath wate r into stree t is a transference ri te and 
remaining instead in building all night recalls ancient incubation ri tes . ]  [New 
Orleans , L a . , ( 816) , 1155 : 10 . ] 

12 430 . You see , if a person ge ts your urine or gets • • • I know , you under
s tand , j is '  like , yo ' ll excuse me , you know , you see , like de minis trate of a 

IIINISTRATE OF MAN - WHAT IS IT? 
man. An' dey [ an  enemy] '  bury da t an' da t will 
make you [man] pine away an' dry up un ti l yo ' 
die - j is '  keep yo ' mopin ' [ lis tless apathy ] 

an '  mopin ' • • •  [�nis trate is an unusual wo rd for what is normally in HOODOO call
ed his come , semen . Ministrate , of course , is a term for menstruation . A wo
un in HOO!XJO also has come ,  whatever i t  means in addi tion to orgasm in her 
case ; but this come has nothing to do with ova or ovulation , both these  lat ter 
unknown in HOODOO. ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 0 ) , 1101 : 5 . ] 

MISTLETOE : IN POCKET AND SHOE 9 DAYS BEFORE COURT 
12 4 3 1 .  Git chew some dis 
mis tle toe . De mist letoe 
grows in de woods , i t  grows 

upon a bush , a big • • • •  Git some dat mis tle toe an ' put i t  in yore left  pocke t .  
(What do you do then , when you put i t  in that pocke t? )  
Put i t  in yore pocket an '  tote eight or nine d ays [probab ly 9 originally ] . 
(I  mean , what  are you doing this whole thing for?)  
So yo ' will j es '  win de case , w on  1 t be sentenced . 
(You wear this before - when you go to talk to the j udge? )  
Yeah .  
(Tha t ' s  wha t  I wanted you t o  tell me . )  
Yes sir . 
(Tha t ' s all you use is this mis tletoe ? )  
Yes s ir .  Keep some i n  yore poCke t an ' some i n  yore shoe , when yo ' g o  dere , 

an '  yo ' more den ap t to come out . Yes sir , more den ap t to turn yo ' loose . 
[S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044) , 1695 : 1 . ] 

12 4 3 2 .  Ah ' ve heard this about a mockin ' bird . Ah knows dis to be a fact 
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because me an ' mah b rothah is [when j us t ]  boys , yo ' know , we ' s gwine long at 
night , a dark nigh t ,  an' we would go whut we call bird threshin ' yo ' see . We 

MOCKINGBIRD - TO KILL OR EAT ONE MEANS A DEATH 
THIS IS HOW 2 BIRD THRESHERS KILLED OWN MOTHER 

went bird threshin ' an ' killed 
a mockin 'bird . [ This is evi
dently done with long swi tches 
or s ticks , beating the shrub

bery on which b ird was singing . I should have asked for de tails . ]  Well ,  mah 
mothah wuz living den - mah mo thah ' s  dead now . An ' she tole us , she s aid , 
" Chillun ,  ef ah wuz yo ' all ah wouldn ' t  eat dat mockin ' b ird , "  she said , "dat 
is mah death dat chew ' all got . "  Well , we went ahead on . We went ahead on an ' 
eat de mockin ' bird an ' sure ' nuff in about six month ' s  time mah mo thah died . 

(What did that have to do with her death? ) 
Well,  ah don ' t know , but dey s ay [ to kill ] a mo ckin ' b ird is bad , say dat 

would be murder . But we went ahead an ' et dis mockin ' bird . An '  so dat wuz mah 
mo thah death . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1311) , 6 43 : 4 . ] 

12433 . You mus tn ' t kill a mockin ' bird , because i t ' s  no t lucky tuh kill a 
mockin ' bird . I f  yo ' kill one of dem yo ' have hard luck . [ Faye tteville , N .  
Car . , 2640 : 2 . ] 

12434 . I f  yo ' wanta git anybody ' s  secre t ,  git yo ' a b ird aig , a mockin ' b ird 
[ egg ] an ' cook it an' eat i t .  Boil it . 

MOCKINGBIRD EGG - COOK - FEED PERSON 
WILL TELL ANY SECRET YOU WANT TO HEAR 

(What will happen then? ) 
Say yo ' kin gi t anybody ' s  secret , have 
to tell yo ' dere secre t ;  if  yo ' wanta 
know i t ,  anything yo ' wanta know . Any

thing dey done an' yo ' wanta know i t ,  yo ' j es '  give ' em dat .  Dey tell ever ' 
thing dey know . 

(They would have to eat that , then they ' ll tell you the secre t . You won ' t  
eat i t .  They eat it? ) 

They eat i t .  
(They tell you the secre t? )  
Te ll yo ' d e  secre t .  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 127 2) , 215 3 : 10 . ] 
12435 . They tell me that if  yo ' eat the mockin ' b ird aig , � the mockin ' 

bird [ i tself ] that chew won ' be ab le tuh evah keep any secret any mo ' .  [Wilson 
26 18 : 5 . ] 

12436 . They say if  yo ' !!! mockin' b ird aigs or eat a mockin ' b ird , either 
one , yo ' can ' t keep a secret . [Sumter 246 2 : 11 . ] 

12437 . When yo ' � a mockin ' bird ' s  aig , dat makes yo ' tell yo ' everything ; 
in o ther words , yo ' tell that chew don ' know an ' that  chew do know . [ Fayette
ville 2506 : 10 . ] 

1243 8 . About de b ird - dat a mockin ' b ird . Ain ' t nuthin much to dat . I f  
yo ' eat a mockin ' b ird ' s  aig , why hit ' ll make yo ' lie . Yo ' know , tell s tories . 
[Waycross 1850 : 4 . ] 

1 2439 . If  yo ' wanted a woman or somepin [someone ] tuh tell yo ' every thin ' ,  
anything she knows , ever ' thing she do ' s  well .  Nowa durin ' de spring of de yeah 

MOCKINGBIRD ' S  EGG AND HEN EGG - COOK YOIJ{S 
FEED IN SANDWICH - EATER TELLS EVERYTHING 

when de bird ' s  s tartin ' tuh layin ' , 
yo ' go out an ' find a mockin ' b ird ' s  
nes t  an ' come back heah an ' take de 
yellah of de aig , an ' place it wit 

de yellah of a hen aig 
tell yo ' everything be 
240 8 :  1 . ] 

an '  cook i t .  Fix her a sandwich an' she eat i t . She ' ll 
done an ' every thing she knows . [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 

12440 . You take a mockingb ird . 
(A mockingb ird ? )  
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Yeah , you take a mockingb ird egg and a canary b ird egg , and you put them two 
eggs in a b o ttle toge ther . And you take a person ' s name and you put alcohol on 
that ,  but you mark the name in initials and you put i t  in a good bot tle . [ One 

MOCKINGBIRD EGG - CANARY EGG - VICTIM' S INITIALS 
ALL IN BOTTLE WITH ALCOHOL - MAKES TALK TOO MUCH 
GETS INTO FIGHT OR TROUBLE - LIKE 2 BIRDS DISAGREE 

bo ttle is used in this 
ri te . ]  
(You j us t  put their ini
tials on that?)  
Yeah , and you put  i t  down 

in that b o ttle and shake i t  wi th that person ' s  [name ] that you don ' t  like or do 
[person who has done ] you some thing . I t  will j us t  make ' em talk all over from 
their mouth , send them to j ai l ,  give them t roub le ,  make them ge t in a fight and 
ge t in troub le .  

(You say this will make them talk? ) 
Make them talk ap lenty , make them get in troub le .  
(Well , why does i t  make them talk? ) 

Well , you see , the two birds don ' t agree - make ' em chatter . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 825) , 120 : 7 . ] 

12441 . Well , de mockin' bird eggs is puttin ' spells on people . Yo ' wri te , 
j es '  like yo ' wri te on ' em [b lack-hen eggs previously given by informan t ] . Yo ' 

K>CKINGBIRD EGG - INITIALS OR NAME ON - YOUR WANTS 
RESTORE EGG TO NES T  - AFTER IT HATCHES - WANTS OCCUR 

take dose eggs , de same 
identical way . 
Well,  yo ' take dat egg 
an ' yo ' put it somewhere 

where he b reed , an ' den when he breed i t ,  why den 
luck , dat happ en to him wi t dat mockin ' bird egg . 
want to happen to victim and res tore egg to nes t .  
comes true . ] [Waycross , Ga . , (115 7) , 1928 : 3 . ) 

dat will be his luck , his bad 
[You wri te on egg wha tever you 
When egg hatches your wish 

12442 . Heard dat chew take a mockin ' bird aig ,  if yo ' wanta run a person away . 
Take a mockin ' bird aig an' carry it  to de person house an ' bury i t  undah de s tep , 
an '  dat will run dem away . [ Sumter 2411 : 7 . ) 

124 43 . Well ,  dey didn ' t tell me no certain ' mount ,  but dey j es ' say yo ' kin 
use mockin ' b ird eggs an ' yo ' kin separate a couple wi t mockin ' b ird aigs . 

!I>CKINGBIRD EGG - COOK - POWDER - SPRINKLE ROUND OR 
INSIDE HOUSE - WOULD SEPARATE PERSONS WITHIN 

BECAUSE THIS BIRD MAKES NES T BUT SOON TEARS IT DOWN 

(How can you do that?)  
Yo ' cook dem aigs . S ee ,  
dey ' ll gi t hard . Under
s tand . Cook ' em an '  yo ' 
powder dem aigs up , an ' 

den yo ' kin sp rinkle dat round a person ' s house or inside dey house , an ' dat ' ll 
separate dem . Dey always s aid dat mockin ' b irds would b e  - he would make his 
ues t but he would soon tear it down . He wouldn ' t nevah s tay . An '  da t ' s  de 
reason why dey could take dat an '  yo ' [dey ] kin sp rinkle it  round yore house an '  
in d e  house , an '  dat ' ll shore make a coup le spearate , fuss , yo ' know , have argu
.ents an ' al l like dat . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1435) , 1846 : 7 . ] 

1244 4 .  Take a woman dat ' s goin ' roun ' wi t yore husban ' , yo ' gi t s ix mockin ' 
bird aigs an ' j es '  put ' em in watah j es '  long enough tuh gi t hot - no t boil ' em. 

6 K>CKINGBIRD EGGS - HEAT IN WATER - DO NOT BOIL 
PUT UNDER PILLOW OF WOMAN BOTHERING YOUR HUSBAND 
J.EAVE THERE AN HOUR - PUT UNDER HER PILLOW - END 

Yo '  take dem out an '  yo ' put 
' em in co ld watah , an' let 
dem set dere j es '  ' bout a 
hour . An '  den take ' em  tuh 
dis woman ' s  house an' put ' em 

.adah huh pillah , dat is i f  yo ' kin gi t ' em undah dere , yo ' know . An' she ' ll 
lleVah bothah wi t yore husban ' no mo ' . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1493) , 2664 : 5 . ] 

12445 . Ah ' ve heard about a mockingb ird . Now , yo ' take a mockingb ird - dey 
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claim dat chew kin rob his nes t .  Yo ' know he have two li ttle aigs . I f  yo ' rob 
his nes t ,  b reak up his nes t wit de aigs , de spots on dat e ggshell , if  yo ' ve got 

S TEAL THE 2 EGGS IN MOCKINGBIRD NEST - BREAK UP NEST 
COUNT HALF THE SPOTS ON EGGS - WRITE NUMBER ON PAPER 
TAKE PAPER TO RUNNING WATER - STAND BACK TO WATER 
THINK ABOUT PERSON WHO LEFT - ASK HIS OR HER RETURN 
THROW PAPER OVER SHOULDER - LEAVE NOT LOOKING BACK 

time to , count half of  
' em .  Take dem spo ts 
after yo ' count ' em , set  
' em down on sompin [pie ce 
of  paper ] ,  as many as yo ' 
count . An '  yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' carry it  to run-

nin' wa ter . Yo ' put i t  in a runnin '  s tream. Yo ' s tand wit chure back an '  throw 
i t  b ack behin ' yo ' an ' walk right on off . Well , now , dat ' s  j es '  lak if a person 
is gone o f f  somewhere an '  yo ' want ' em to come back . Yo ' count dem spo ts an ' 
yo ' throw dat piece of paper , whatevah yo ' got i t  [numb er of  spo ts on ] . Throw 
i t  in running water behin ' yo ' an ' don ' t look back at i t .  In a very short while 
dat person will come back . I t  j es '  give ' em de mind to come on back to yo ' .  
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 7) , 17 7 3 : 3 . ] 

12446 . Long in de spring when de mockin ' birds b egin tub s ing an ' go in '  
around , i f  dere ' s  somepin yo ' wanta do , yo ' go an ' find where dey i s  nes tin ' . 

IN SPRING WHEN MOCKINGBIRD BEGINS TO SING - FIND 
NEST - TAKES SOME FEATHERS AND NEST AND 1 EGG - BURN 
EGG UNTIL BLACK - PUT ALL THIS IN FRUIT JAR AND BURY 
IN 12 OR 15 DAYS IF BIRD HATCHES - SEE THAT VICTIM 
GETS HEAD - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING WITH A MAN OR WOMAN 

An '  some o f  his feathers 
are in dere . An '  git 
some of his nes t ,  an ' git 
one aig.  An' yo ' mus t 
burn dis aig until de 
hull become b lack . Den 
yo ' take yo ' a frui t-j ar 

large enough to git chure han ' in i t ,  an ' take dis s traw an ' feathers an ' put 
dis aig inside , where no air or nuthin kin s trike de aig an ' bury it [ j ar ] . In 
twelve , or say fifteen days later , yo ' go to d is aig .  If dere ' s  a little b ird 
in d is aig , his head will burs t through dat shell in twelve or fif teen days . An '  
yo ' mus t take h i s  haid - don ' t bus t d e  hull  [ shell? ] j es '  take h i s  haid an ' put 
it somewhere . Maybe yo ' might be sharp enough to git i t  in somepin dat he ' s  
eatin an '  let him gi t holt to i t . Be sure dat nobody gi ts holt to it b ut him .  
An ' ah ' ll guarantee dat yo ' kin d o  anything with him - woman , man , ever who i t  
may be - dat chew want to . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 116 3) , 19 4 1 : 2 . ] 

BURN MOCKINGBIRD NEST WITH :  SULPHUR AND SALTPETER 
OR SULPHUR WI'IH PEPPER OR GUNPOWDER - 3 THINGS 
IT WILL DO WHATEVER YOU WANT DONE - TALK TO IT 

12447 . Don ' t know if dey 
use de mockin ' bird aigs but 
ah know dey use de mockin ' 
bird nes t .  Yo ' burn i t  to 
ashes , and when yo ' burn i t  

t o  ashes , an' yo ' j es '  put some sulphur an ' saltpeter i n  it or sulphur an ' pep
pah or gunpowders - ei ther of dem three , an ' yo ' mix a powders with that . An '  
jes ' what yo ' say i t  do , i t  works b y  what yo ' say • • •  

( Give me an example of one thing you could say to i t? )  
Well,  i t  ain ' t but one thing yo' kin say ,  an ' den dere ' s  p lenty thing yo ' 

want to say • • • •  I t  j es '  what yo ' want to say ,  or j es '  if  yo ' have good idea 
j es ' any feelings tuhwards me ,  if  yo '  think ah doin' sompin ah got no bus iness 
to yo ' ,  an ' when yo ' do dat den yo ' tell i t  whut chew want i t  to do to me . 
[Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1382) , 245 7 : 6 . ] 

12448 . ' Specially dis time of yeah , 
take ca'  o f  de mo ckin ' bird ' s  nes t  roun ' 

dese mockin ' birds . Dat ' s  how come we 
de house . An ' so j es '  take dat man ' s 

PERSON ' S  HAIR IN MOCKINGBIRD NEST RUNS PERSON CRAZY 
hair or dat woman ' s  hair 
an ' put it in de bo ttom 
of dat mockin ' b ird ' s  nes t ,  
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an ' dat man have de headache dat run him perfec tly crazy . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 
( 1559) , 239 4 : 5 . ]  

4339 

12449 . I f  yo ' break ' em up - b reak up a mockin ' b ird nes t ,  trouble will fol
low yo ' . [Sumter 2429 : 10 . ] 

1245 0 . Take a mockin' bird nes t an' put undah bridge , if  yo ' wanta break up 
a b oy an ' a girl , or yo '  know, keep someone from a p lace . Den yo ' take it an '  

TO SEPARATE BOY AND GIRL - P UT  MOCKINGBIRD NEST 
WHERE EITHER WALKS OVER IT - UNDER A BRIDGE GOOD 

put i t  where dey kin step 
ovah i t  or walk ovah it an '  
dey won' t go dere DO mo ' . 
(Like some boy and girl are 

going together , and I would want to separate them? ) 
Separate dem . Go put dat nes t ,  j es '  put de nes t  some p lace where dey ' ll go 

walk ovah i t  chew know - him or her , ei ther one . Dat will separate dem. [S� 
ter ,  s .  Car . , ( 1 365) , 241 1 : 8 . ] 

1245 1 .  Give i t  to a mockin' bird an' he ' ll run yo ' crazy . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Jes ' pull a s trand of hair out of a man ' s head , [or ] under his clo thes , an' 

le t a mockin ' bird gi t it  in some meal - sompin - i t ' ll run yo ' [him]  crazy . 
[Mockingbird builds this hair into i ts nes t . ] [Wayc ross , Ga . , ( 113 7) , 185 1: 3 . ] 

1245 2 .  Yo ' kin take a mockin' b ird an ' tell him - like yo ' want him tuh go 
some place an ' care ' [ carry ] a note . All yo ' go tta do is put i t ,  yo ' know , a 

WRITE NOTE TO PERSON - ATTACH TO LEG OF MOCKINGBIRD 
TELL BIRD TO DELIVER IT - CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 3 TIMES 

little s trip up under his 
laig , an' tel l  him tuh go 
an' care ' i t  to de person. 
An '  call dere name three 

times an '  he ' ll go dere an' light on dere house an '  put it dere . 
(Where do you put that no te now? Do you attach i t  to the bird? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' ke tch a mockin ' bird • • •  
(And where do you put that note now? ) 
Jes ' tie i t  on him anywhere . Tell him three times an '  call de person name 

to him plain an '  he care ' i t  dere . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1842 : 13 . ] 
1245 3 .  Yo ' kin git de young uns [ ones ] an ' raise ' em. 
(The young mockingbirds ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' kin take a man ' s hair - j es ' lak ah tell yo ' ' bout de fish .  Say, 

yo ' carry ' em from heah - carry dat b ird from right heah tuh Columbia [ S . Car . ] .  

HAIR OR PERSON FASTENED TO LEG OF MOCKINGBIRD - BIRD 
RELEASED IN ANOTHER CITY - OWNER OF HAIR WILL WANDER 

An '  fas ten da t man hair 
on dere , to his wing an' 
turn him loose . Yo ' 
ain' t goin ' have no me '  

troub le about Tom [owner o f  hai r ]  until dat bird die or somebody kill him . Bow ,  
dere ' s  a good one [me thod ] tuh carry peop le o f f  from heah . Dat ' s  de only thing 
ah know [ abou t  mockingbird ] . 

(You said that man will die ? )  
No , if dat bird die , dat man will  come back home . [ Sumter ,  s .  Car . , (1359) ,  

239 7 : 9 . 1 
1245 4 .  [ In this ri te , badly recorded , informant speaks about a NOlo BOOT, 

also calls i t  a .10 ROOT ,  which you carry when seeking a j ob • There is ao JtiDjo 
�. only a root or something else which is a mojo , or hand, or toby , and s imi
lar names . ]  [ Richmond 296 : 9 . ] 

12455 . Go in de hills [mole runs ] where a mole ' s at an' dis a MDLE up ,  
ketch him alive , an ' j es ' rub himself in yore han ' an '  yo ' be ' s  successful in 
anything yo ' under take tuh do . [Memphis 2713 : 3 . ] 

12456 . Den dere is other people believe dat dey kin take - traCk a mole and 
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get him up and take dat shovel dat he uses off o f  him . And anytime after night
fall , go to de door and dig a trench from de door to de s treet , and dey ' ll 

MOLE - CATCH ALIVE - TAKE HIS SHOVEL-SHAPED LEG USED 
IN DIGGING - WITH IT AT NIGHT DIG TRENCH FROM HOUSE 
DOOR OUT TO STREET - PERSON OR FAMILY WITHIN MOVE 

[ people within ] leave . 
( I  didn ' t unders tand ab 
about that  mole . You 
take that • • •  ) 
De mole is got a peculiar 

foot to him. I t ' s shaped somepin like a heavy shovel - one of ' em.  Wel l ,  dat ' s  
de one he use to open his tunnel as he i s  going through , and i t  looks almos t de 
same as ivory - solid whi te and sharp and curved-like . But you take de foot 
from de mole and go to de do ' ,  and you will dig a trench from de do ' ah out to 
de s treet . 

(With this foo t? )  
Wi th dat foot . An d  dey claim dat whoever lives dere will really leave dat 

hous e . Dey ' ll follow dat path out to de s treet - be gone . Dey ' ll vacate de 
premises , dey won ' t s tay dere long.  [Norfolk ,  Va . , ( 470) , 4 7 8 : 8 . ] 

1245 7 .  I f  he gives you [woman ] bill [paper money for sexual services ] ,  fo ld 
[paper money ] to you, then fold i t  again . Clip off ends of  the 4 corners , tie 

MONEY - PAPER KIND - FOLD TO YOU 2 TIMES AND 
CUT OFF 4 CORNERS - TIE IN HANDKERCHIEF - WEAR 
FOLDING RITE FROM EXCELLENT PROFESSIONAL WORKER 

in handkerchie f ,  wear so that 
you can use it without his 
knowing it , and he ' ll always 
give you something [ for love 
services ] .  [Here is another 

one of the unusual fo lding rites in HOODOO , this one by an excellent p rofessional 
hoodoo worker in Memphis . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 558 : 11 . ] 

12458 . I heard that i f  you borrow money from a person that doesn ' t gamb le 
and get in a game that you will win because the person that doesn ' t gamb le will 
give you good luCk . [Norfolk 446 : 6 . ] 

1245 9 . Now ,  dat works wi t de moon . Now , when i t ' s  de new moon an '  if he ' s  
gone an '  she wants him tuh come back , she ' ll go tuh dat moon three times a week 
an '  b ow .  Now , when dis moon gits full,  she ' 11 bow ,  an ' every time she bow tuh 
de moon , dat is fer de moon tuh come down . She bows three times . An '  wherever 

MOON - NEW - WOMAN BOWS TO 3 TIMES TO BRING MAN BACK 
THEN SHE BOWS 3 TIMES TO FULL MOON - EVERY TIME SHE 
BOWS SHE WAVES HER HAND 3 TIMES AT MOON - MOTION 
ENDING TOWARDS HERSELF - EACH TIME - SHE WISHES - SHE 
SAYS : "WILL YOU PLEASE COME BACK" - AN UNUSUAL RITE 

he is he i s  tuh come 
b ack .  
(Now she b ows three 
times during the new 
moon ? )  
Yes , s i r ,  an ' three 
times tuh de full moon , 

an' every time she bows , she wave her hands 
back . 

three times . Dat ' s  fo ' him tuh come 

( She waves her hand at what , the moon? ) 
Yes ,  sir  [demonstrates ] .  
(Wave down like that? ) 
Yes . 
( Does she go out three diffe rent nights to the new moon , or j us t  once? )  
Three fo ' de new an ' three for d e  ful l .  
(And each time she goes out to the new moon she b ows three times ? )  
Yes , s i r ,  an' makes a wish an ' say ,  "Will you please come back . "  [Mob ile , 

Ala . ,  (6 73) , 88 8 : 2 . ] 
12460 . I works with the moon . Now anything that choo s tart on the dark o f  

the moon is not success ful, see ? Anything you wan' a  be successful at is  not 
successful . You s tarts on the third day o f  the new moon - see , on the third . 
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MOON - FOR SUCCESS - START ON THIRD DAY OF NEW 
Anything you want to 
ful in , you s tart on 
day of the new moon. 

be success
the third 

[Another 
excellent hoodoo woman. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 1546 : 5 . ] 

1246 1 .  Wi t s ilver money dey have good luck . An ' show it to de moon , an '  he 
walk b ack fo ' so many - ' bout nine s teps backwards ; an ' then yo ' turn roun ' an '  

MOON - SHOW S ILVER MONEY TO - WALK BACKWARDS 9 STEPS 
STEP BACKWARDS - BEND DOWN - HIT EACH STEP WITH COIN 

hi t those steps wit dat 
money , an ' say de moon 
give yo ' good luCk . 
[This is a tricky rite 

to perfo rm  in moonlight . I suggest i t  could b e  cone as follows : facing moon 
and ho lding silver coin in right hand , i f  you are right-handed , s tep backward 
wi th right foo t , kneel down , touch track made with coin .  Now s tep back with 
lef t  foot , kneel down , touching this track with coin . Continue for the 9 s teps 
and tracks . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 5) , 2664 : 1 . ]  

1246 2 .  I f  you want a woman, there ' s  two o r  three ways that you can bring 
peop le to you . Just - the ques tion you ' ve asked me - there ' s two or three ways 

MOON : IN NEW MOON ON SIGN BALANCE DO GOOD 
OOBAD WORK IN DARK OF MOON UNDER ANY 12 SIGNS 
FOR LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP SET CANDLES UNDER TWINS 
FOR EARTH WORK [BURYING THINGS ] UNDER BALANCE 
WATER FROM RIVER - USE BALANCE [ SURELY "WATERMAN" ]  
INFORMANT ' S  PERFUMED POWDER:  ALOES - CINNAMON - MYRRH 

that you can do these 
things . I t ' s always 
worked on the dark of  
the moon . See , j ust 
like if· you want to do 
good , you do i t  on the 
new moon - of  course , 
i t  be on the new moon 

and on the Balance . And i f  you want to do bad to them, you do that on the dark 
of the moon , work under the signs , the twelve signs . See . 

(The twelve signs o f  the zodiac? ) 
Yes . See ,  j us t like i f  you want to make love or friendship , you se t candles 

on a person that get the tendence [ ? ] the two little Twins , at leas t .  S ee .  And 
if you want to do earth work , say , if you want to bury anything , you do that on 
the Balance . If you want to use any water from any river or any thing , you use 
that on the Balance [ surely the Waterman ] . Just like i f  I wan t to b reak up a 
.an and a woman . She done left me and I want her to come back to me . Well , I 
takes a linen shee t and I has i t  on the b ed ,  after I done se t my work [ ? ] for 
her to come there , and I get morris [myrrh ] , aloes and cinnamon . [Pre ceding 
word tendance = attention? ] 

(This myrrh , and what else ? )  
Aloes and cinnamon . 
( Cinnamon? )  
Yes , mixed in to gether . And I makes a powder and perfumes my b ed wi th that . 

And she come there and [ lay on ] my b ed ,  I ain' t got to worry about her no more . 
See . She ain' t go ing nowhere . 

(She is going to s tay right with you? ) 
Yes . [New Orl eans , La . , (822)  , 1188 : 9 .  ] 
U46 3 .  "They tell me tha t  you see ghosts mos tly on a new moon . "  [FrederiCks

•urg, Ediphone 5 2 . ] 
U 464 . In case  - accordin'  tuh whut kinda case i t  is . I f  somebody is trying 

tub take de advantage of yo ' an ' dey should have done dey [work ] again' yo ' in 
4e daytime , yo ' have tuh do yore work ahead o f  daytime . If yo ' don ' t •  yo ' can ' t  
cut ' em o f f .  Well , yo ' d  have tuh do i t  all befo ' de sunrise in -.ost any case 
it would have tuh b e  done . 

Well , now, f o '  an ins tance , i f  somebody had put sompin heah tub keep yo ' from 
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comin ' heah . Well , now , i f  yo ' put i t  in af tah sunrise yo ' d  have tub do yorn 

MOSES - 6th AND ? th BOOKS OF - AND SMALL-TIME HEALER 
YOU MUST DO YOUR WORK BEFORE SUNRISE TO SUCCEED 
NOW AH ' VE  GOT DE 6th AN '  ?th BOOKS OF MOSES • • •  LOTS 
OF THINGS IN DERE DAT AH REALLY DON 'T UNDERSTAND 

tub move de case . Be ahead of  sunrise . I f  yo ' didn ' t 
his ' n  why yorn wouldn ' t work . De sunlight work i t .  

ahead of  sunrise . Yo ' 
could maybe move dat an '  
y o '  could come heah an ' 
s tay , but yo ' d  have tuh 
do whatsomevah yo ' goin ' 
do or whatsomevah i t  take 
- if de sun evah risen on 

Now ah ' ve got de 6th an '  ?th Book of Moses at de house an' dere ' s  a whole 
lo ts of things in dere dat ah really don ' t unders tand ! [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1189 ) , 
200 7 : 9 . ] 

12465 . [To 
[ Spanish ] moss 

guard agains t unfulfi lled desires during pregnancy : ]  Take the 
down and the woman wears this here moss across her breas t ,  under 

MOSS [ SPANISH ] - PREVENTS BIRTHMARKS 
her hubb ies there ; and o f  cours e ,  i f  
things that she wish to want ,  and differ
ent [ things ] like that , why she wouldn ' t 

wish for tha t ,  and i t  won ' t b ring her a b irth-marked child . 
(She j ust wears that moss on her breas t . )  
In a li ttle bag or anything that  she wants to wear i t  in . [ For b irthmarks , 

cause and removal , see FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS , 2nd ed . , 1965 , 
pp . lll-130 . ]  [New Orleans , L a . , ( 812) , 1 14 4 : 7 . ] 

12466 . To make ' em move outa de house , dey got a 
Dat ' s not no good by i tself .  Y o '  git  dat at de drug 

MOVING DUST IN FRESH COW MANURE - UNDER DOORSTEP 
ADD OIL OF CINNAMON - PUT ON DOORKNOB - UNDER DOOR 
SADDLE - VICTIM GETS HANDS IN - MOVES WITHIN 2 WEEKS 

dust dey call moving dus t. 
s to '  but it  not no good by 

i tself . Yo ' git de mov
in ' dus t an ' git some 
fresh cow manure , j es '  
aroun ' a dairy , j es '  as 
i t  been spattered yo ' 

know , fresh cow manure . An '  yo ' take dat movin ' dus t an ' put i t  in dat cow man
ure . An '  i f  dey got no s teps , j es '  lak a room in heah , so yo ' kin bury i t ,  if  
dey got no s teps • • • •  Yo ' take hi t an ' some oil of  cinnamon . Yo ' take de [oil 
of ]  cinnamon an' yo ' rub i t  on de do ' knob an ' take de f resh cow manure an' bury 
i t .  Carry dat an '  put i t  undah dat [ points ] see dat p iece?  (He  points to  the 
middle of the interviewing-room door . ] 

(Under that pie ce that goes across the door?  The door saddle? )  
Yeah , yo ' put i t  undah dere . Gi t dat fresh cow manure an '  j es '  line a little 

b i t  on de latch whah [where ] dey go tta come an ' put dere han ' s in it  - what dey 
got ta put dere han ' s in i t .  An ' ah ' ll guarantee yuh dey won ' t b e  dere but two 
weeks . Dat moves ' em .  Dey got ta go . [New Orleans , La . , ( 156 9) , 2881 : 1 . ] 

1246 7 .  (Well ,  suppose I didn ' t want to move , yes ? )  
Why , you would have to move . 
(Well,  what would they do to make me move out ? )  
Well , your next-door neighbor would - could move you out ,  if  they wanted to 

move you out . 
(How would they do that? )  
Well,  they would get what you call moving powders . They ' d  go to the drug 

s tore and buy what you call moving powders and when you b e ' s asleeping , your 

MOVING POWDER SPRINKLED AT YOUR HOUSE MOVES YOU 
9 BUCKETS OF HYDRANT WATER [RUNNING WATER ]  KILLS IT 

next-door neighbor would 
sprinkle i t  around your 
house . But if you didn ' t 
want to move out o f  that 

house , why you j us t ,  every morning you wake up and j us t  go to your hydrant and 
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ge t you nine buckets o f  clear wa ter , and throw i t  on your s teps , and you can 
s tay in that house as long as you want to - providing you [ recording s tops ] .  
[New Orleans , La . , ( 83 7) , 125 7 : 8 . ] 
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1246 8 .  Ge t  some moving powder and sprinkle it around , that ' ll make ' em move 
in two days . [New Orleans 1438 : 2 . ] 

12469 . I f  yo ' s  in a house an ' a person wanta make yo ' move , go tuh de b lack
smith shop an '  gi t a mule hoof , an '  put i t  on wi t s ome ho t watah an ' boil it . 

MULE HOOF AT BLACKSMITH - BOIL - BOTTLE THIS WATER 
STOP UP WITH CORK SPRINKLER - SPRINKLE AT VICTIM' S 
DOOR - AS MULE WALKS ON HOOF SO VICTIM WALKS AWAY 
AS YOU SPRINKLE SAY : CATS AND DOGS CAIN ' T GET ALONG 
AN '  YO ' GOTTA GO. AN ' GOJ DAMN YO ' !  VICTIM GOES 

Yo '  takes an' put i t  in 
a bot tle [ cork it right 
tight , an ' put it in ] -
put i t  in a bot tle when 
yo ' s at home . Yo ' walks 
by dey do ' an '  sprinkle 
i t  befo ' dey do ' ,  dat 

watah from da t hoof , from dat mule hoof .  
walkin' on , dat makes ' em [vic tim] go . 

(You put some ho les in this cork ? )  

See dat ' s  a track an '  as dat mule 

Yes sir ,  put it in de [ cork of the ] b o t tle . Cut de mule hoof , dat round 
hoof where dey shoe a mule . Or a horse , ei thah one , an ' put i t  in a bot tle . 
Take i t  home an ' boil i t .  Boil i t  j es '  tuh pieces . Boil i t . I t  won ' t come tuh 
pieces , but when i t  begin tuh gi t hot , see . An '  put i t  in a bottle an ' cork i t  
down an '  put some holes in dere where yo ' kin j es '  sp rinkle i t  lak dat , tell ' em 
all de time as yo ' sprinkle dat watah , see , say ,  " Ca ts an' dogs can' t git along , 
an 1 yo ' go t ta go . An' go , dallin yo ' • " An 1 da t makes 1 em leave , dey move . Dey 
got ta move , dey cain ' t s tay dere . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 3 7 ) , 2 7 74 : 7 . ] 

MULE HOOF - BURN TO POWDER - CALLING RICH MAN ' S NAME 
SPRINKLE IN SHAPE OF CROSS - SPRINKLE ALSO SALT AND 
SULPHUR IN SHAPE OF CROSS - ASK FOR LUCK AND YOU WANT 

12470 . Yo ' git some 
mule hoof an' burn i t ,  
cross i t  [make s ign o f  
cross wi th i t ]  fo ' yo ' 
luck , right lak that .  

An ' sprinkle a li ttle salt an' a li ttle sulphur . An '  in humin ' this yo ' calls 
fo ' rich man' s name . An' even to that chew ask fo ' yo ' luck . An '  yo ' ll b e  
success ful i n  whut chew t ryin ' t uh  do . 

(If you are trying to rent some thing or sell something? ) 
Yessuh .  
( I f  you are trying to sell liquor o r  anything ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Now, I ' ll take up this ashes [cigar ashes in tray on interviewing table ] 

and you put them in the shape of a c ross like that [ I  demons trate ] .  You sprinkle 
them in the shape o f  a c ross ? )  

Yes , yo ' sprinkle that , then yo ' sprinkle this . Then yo ' make the secoad 
cross an '  sprinkle that . 

(But you make one cross with the mule ashes firs t?  Then the o ther crosses 
you make with this o ther s tuff? ) 

Yes , yes . [ Faye ttevi lle ,  N .  Car . , ( 1451) , 263 7 : 5 . ] 
1247 1 . Marrow from hog j owl and lard mix and rub up , not down , to .!:!!!!. 

!U!PS ·  Remedy o f  Humpadee , female roo t doctor . [ Richmond 359 : 9 . ] 

BURDERER - TO BRING BACK - BURY PIECE OF VICTIM' S  
a.om:ES AT MURDERER 1 S HOUSE OR LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 

124 7 2 . Yeah ,  you see, after 
a man - when you kill a man 
and you nm IJIIaY aDd every
b ody hun tin • you aDd thinkin' 

you ain ' t  coming back , de man dat he killed , you kin j us t  cut any part offa his 
clothes . You take that and you bury i t  right where dis fellow [.urderer] was 
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supposed to live . Dat ' s  goin ' b ring him back . You cut j us t  any part offa his 
[ vic tim' s ]  c lo thes while he ' s  dead . That ' s  goin ' bring him right on back . You 
bury i t .  [New Orleans , La . , (86 7) , 1406 : 1 . ] 

1247 3 .  Ah heard o f  a man once dat wuz goin ' wit a girl. He wuz a married 
man . An '  dis girl wanted tuh go tuh de show . He didn ' t want her tuh go b ecause 

MAN HOODOOED INTO CONFESSING HIS CRIME 
a single [man] was carryin' her . S o  he 
called for her an ' had her go tuh his 
office . An' he strangles her firs t . 

An '  den he dismembered her body , cut de haid off  firs t an '  her arms , an ' den he 
cuts her body off  [up ] : cuts her thighs off , den de laigs - j es '  dismembered her 
dat way . Dere wuz nobody in de of fice , an ' he lived about ten miles out . He 
carries her out pas t  his home an ' put [ the parts o f ]  her body different p laces , 
an '  two weeks later de news go t out an' he didn ' t say anything about i t ,  when 
he heard de news . He went tuh her people about her .  He hadn ' t seen her in a 
coup le of weeks an' she was on a vacation . 

I t  was man seen him put de haid out - out of a truck . He know de man ' s face 
but he didn' t know his name . An' when de news go t out about her , dey go tuh dis 
place an' gi t de haid,  an ' roun ' in d a t  settlement dey found all de parts of  de 
b ody . He burnt her c lothes an' shoes in his office . An '  dis man , after dey got 
her back tuhgethe r ,  de man dat killed her ,  dat was her sweetheart . Dey carried 
dis man tuh de undertaker ' s  shop tuh identify her . But i t  didn ' t seem tuh take 
any ' feet on him de firs t three times dey carried him. So de third time he wus 
dere , why dey used some kind o f - dey called i t  perfume , but ah don ' t know de 
name of de perfume . I t  was tuh weaken him . De nex'  time dey didn ' t have tuh 
carry him dere . He went hisself an ' gave up .  After he looked at her ,  he j es '  
b roke an '  telled dem. [ Faye tteville ,  N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 249 3 : 10 . ] 

12474 . You kin gi t a fresh hen egg ,  you unders tand . You kin git a fresh hen 
e gg an ' put i t  right in this [murdered ] man ' s hand , you unders tand , an ' bury i t  

MURDERER - 2 WAYS T O  BRING BACK : ( 1 )  PUT FRESH HEN 
EGG IN MURDERED MAN ' S  HAND AND BURY HIM : ( 2 )  BURN 
ON HIM = BURN LAMP FOR HIM: WRITE NAME OF MURDERER 
9 TIMES - TEASPOONFUL OF SALT IN THERE - MAKE LITTLE 
PACKAGE - WRAPPING IT TO YOU 9 TIMES - PUT IN LAMP 
AT 12 NOON - LIGHT LAMP MAKING WISH - ALSO OIL OF 
WINTERGREEN IN THERE - LET LAMP BURN 2 1  HOURS - WHEN 
YOU DROP TillS INTO LAMP YOU SAY : IN THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER AN ' SON AN ' HOLY GHOST - MAN WILL COME BACK 
YOU MAY ADD THIS RITE TO THAT PRECEDING EGG RITE 

in there . An '  then [ an
o ther method ] ,  you kin 
burn on 'im , don ' t choo 
unders tand . S ee ,  you kin 
take his [whose? ] name 
an ' you kin wri te his 
name 9 times . You under
s tand ,  wri te his name 
down 9 times an ' put i t  
in a lamp , see . An '  
light that lamp 12 
a ' clock in the daytime , 

you unders tand . You wri te i t  on - le t me show you how you do this . You wri te 
his name 9 times . Understand? An '  you puts a teaspoonful of salt in there , 
don ' t chew unders tand . A teaspoonful of salt on an ' then you take an ' make a 
li t tle package . You wrap that . You wrap that to you 9 times . Wrap that up 
you see . Then you put i t  right in this lamp , 12 a ' clock in the daytime . Under
s tand you light i t  an' make you wish an ' you put some oil of wintergreen on i t ,  
in there . An '  you le t tha t lamp burn for 2 1  days , see . An '  when you drop this 
in , you say : In the Name of the Father an '  Son an '  Ho Z.y c:host.  Let that lamp 
burn for 21 days . An '  then that man will come to you wherever you a t .  He ' 11 
come to the p lace , the man that kilt  the o thah one . You kin do tha t  [ this pre
sent lamp ri te ] behind [afte r ]  put ting that fresh hen egg right in his hand , 
too . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  ( 96 0  excellent hoodoo woman) , 1546 : 4 . ] 

12475 . De way dat dey find out who kilt de man , dey will wri te some sus-
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picious names on a piece of p aper and go to de woods an' git some herbs , and put 
dem herbs on all dese names [badly recorded ] .  Put de names [of suspec ted person� 

MURDERER - T O  FIND NAME OF - ON SEPARATE SLIPS O F  
PAPER WRI TE NAME S O F  ALL SUSPECTED PERSON S  - ON 
EACH SLIP SMEAR S OME OF BLOOD-SOAKED EARTH FROM 
UNDER BODY - DROP S LIPS INTO WIDE-NECK BOTTLE OR 
PITCHER - ADD WATER - SHAKE - SLIP TO TOP RI GHT NAME 

in a bottle . 
(You put some blood [of  
murdered person ] on each 
piece wi th a name . )  
On each piece with a name. 
Have de names suspicious . 
Take dat earth and smear 

on each one of de names on de paper and put it in a wide bottle or pitcher if 
you kin ge t any . And de p erson with dat name come to de top [ dat is the name 
of the murderer ] .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 3 8) , 8 24 : 4 . ] 

12 476 . Well ,  i f  a person do sompin an ' dey wanta git away an ' dey got ' em  
trai l ' -lak , say fo ' ins tance , dey put de policemen on dere track or put de 

MURDERER TO ES CAPE - BEEF LIVER BLOOD AND CHOPPED 
GARLIC IN BOTTOMS OF SHOES - NO DOG COULD TRAIL HIM 

b loodhoun ' s .  Dey git 
b loodhoun ' s  behin ' ' em  an' 
trail ' em.  Dey git a 
p iece o f  b eef livah an ' 

j es '  rub dat b lood in de bot tom of  dere shoes . Dey git ' em  some garlic an ' chop 
garlic up an' put it  all in de bottom o f  dere shoes . An '  wheresomevah dey makes 
a track , kin nuthin trail ' em.  [Algiers , La . , ( 157 7) , 290 3 : 1 . ] 

1247 7 .  Git piece of  murderer ' s  clo thing , dip in b lood of murdered man , � 
at le ft-hand corner of murde red man' s house , to b ring murderer b ack .  [ Charles
ton 644 : 1 . ] 

1247 8 .  Throw into grave the clo thes man got murdered in , to kill murderer . 
[Charleston 606 : 9 . ] 

12 47 9 . B ury murdered person across de worZd � cross and cross de worZd, 
aurderer will come back . [ Instead of  normal eas t-west , � south-nor th , this 
making a cross to cross-up the murderer . ] 

12480 . Bury murdered person across de worZd and on his face to b ring back 
aurderer . [ Charles ton 6 41 : 10 . ]  

12481 . Put in co ffin some of  clothes person was murdered in and bury him 
�sswgys of de worZd , de murderer will die . 

1248 2 . Den if  a person kills anothah , dat he will re turn to the place dat 
dat crime wuz commi tted wi thin twelve days , but whut will cause him tuh do dat , 
ah dunno . But he would . [ S umter 2436 : 9 . ] 

124 8 3 . Jis ' kill yo ' an '  j ump ovah yo ' b ackwards an ' he ' s gone . Dey can ' t  
ketch him. [This is known everywhere . ]  [Algiers 295 4 : 7 . ] 

12484 . I f  corpse falls the way murderer goes , murderer will come back .  
[Mobile 88 2 :  11 . ] 

12485 . I f  murdered man falls on face , turn him on his back , s tep over hia, 
and you will not be caught . [MObile 9 7 4 : 6 . ] 

12486 . I f  I 1 m looking at  you and you kill me , as you look in my eye ,  your 
face will b e  in my eye . [Known everywhere . ]  [Norfolk 456 : 3 . ] 

12 487 . S tep in cow manure ; dogs can ' t trai l .  [Known everywhere . ]  [Charles
ton 6 42 : 2 . ] 

12488 . Graveyard dirt in shoes to keep dogs o f f  trail .  [Known everyWhere. ]  
[Xewport News 506 : 3 ; Charleston 601 : 3 ; Vicksburg 1043 : 1 . ] 

12489 . Wel l ,  tuh make yo ' move , dey kin throw mustard seed undah yore s teps . 
AD '  when dat mustard seed sprouts , dey ' ll move . [Algiers 2916 : 8 . ]  

12 490 . Yo ' kin take some mus tard seed an ' put out at de baid an' a sifter 
an' da t ' ll ke tch any spiri t .  [ Florence 2212 : 10 . ]  

12 491 . This story goes , i f  ah wan ta make yo ' move , ah go buy a brand-new 
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pot-vessel never been used . Ah go ge ts a low bush myrtle an '  put i t  in de po t  
an ' boil i t . When it ' s  boiled 

MYRTLE BUSH BOILED IN NEW POT 
3 TIMES WALK ROUND HOUSE OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 
SAYING: IN DE NAME OF GOD WITHIN 3 DAIS MOVE 

an ' cooled , yo ' take it an ' 
walk around dere house three 
times , sprinkle de water an ' 
pray dis prayer , say ,  "In de 

Name of God , within three days , move . "  An' dey say dat ' s  e ffec tive . Now whe th
er i t ' s  t rue or not ah never tried i t .  [S t .  P e te rsburg , Fla . , ( 89 8) , 15 95 : 6 . ] 

12 49 2 . Lis ten � If yo ' knowed sev' ral mens hangin ' roun ' dis house [ p re s um
ab ly some woman ' s house ! ] .  Well, dere ' s  one man or anythin ' lak dat , he [you] 

TO RID YOURSELF OF RIVAL - WRITE HIS NAME 
BURY NAME UPSIDE DOWN UNDER HER DOORSTEP 

ain ' t go tta do a thing in de worl ' 
but j is '  take a plain piece o f  papah 
an ' wri te his name on it . An '  turn 
his name bo ttomside u�ard [ ups ide 

down ! ] an ' bury i t  undah de do ' s teps , an ' he [you ] ain ' t goin ' be worried wit 
' em [him] any mo ' [hangin ' roun ' dis (her) house ] .  

(I  would bury that in my own house [under ] my own steps ? )  
No suh ! Jis ' wri te his name an' den turn - turn his name bottom upwards 

[name-downwards ] in de hole . 
(Turn the name down to the ground ? )  
Yessuh . [What would happen to the buried rival? He would b e  s tationery , 

perhaps going b lind or crazy ,  if  not dying soon . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 1 ) , 
15 3 7 : 7 . ] 

1249 3 .  Ah heard dat chew could take a gunshell [ from sho tgun ] an ' git up 
twelve a ' clock in de night , an ' wri te a person name on i t . S tuff i t  [ shell ] in 

NAME - WHAT TO DO - ON SHOTGUN SHELL - SHOOT MIDNIGHT 
dere [ the gun ] an ' what 
chew want tuh be done 
[ on she ll ] an ' shoo t a 

gun . An '  
a t  night . 

1249 4 .  
of  pap ah ,  

whut chew 
[Sumter , 
They say 

but wri te 

say yo ' want tuh be  done will be done . At twelve a ' c lock 
S .  Car . ,  ( 1365) , 2411 : 2 . ] 
that they could take a person ' s name and wri te i t  on a p iece 
it indifferent [differently ]  from I or you would write it -

NAMES WRITTEN BACKWARD OR ACROSS FOR SICKNESS 
NOISE OF CHICKENS AND DOGS INTEREST TRANSCRIBER 
FOLDING RITE SAY S  INFORMANT - DOES NOT KNOW HOW 

our names , see . And they ' d  
take that p aper - I think they 
said - and fold i t  up so many 
dif ferent ways and bury it  and 
give you some kind of  sickness . 

[This is called wri ting names baa�ardS , many examples o f  which appear in HOODOO. 
Wri te victim' s name normal ly ,  then turning paper up side down , wri te your name 
ac ross . Ins tead of this method the ove r-name is some times wri tten at an angle 
across lower name , this making an "X" or cros smark to cross under-named person . ] 

(Those b ackground voices o f  the chickens , dogs , e tc .  are interesting ! )  [This 
is a comment by my trans crib er . ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 14) , 9 83 : 2 . 1 

1249 5 . Write his name 9 times and then call him 9 separate times , "Joe , you 
go , "  each time you name him, dropping salt and re d peppe r  on the p aper , each 

WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - CALL 9 TIMES "JOE YOU GO" 
SALT AND RED PEPPER DROP ON NAME 9 TIMES - NAME 
FOLD TO YOU 9 TIMES - THROW IN DIRECTION HE MUST GO 

time fold ing the p aper 
towards you . And finally , 
af ter you have written his 
name 9 times , called him 
9 times , dropped salt and 

cayenne pepper 9 times , folded the paper from you 9 times , throw the folded 
paper in the direc tion you want him to go . [Rite never transcribed , my original 
resume in pencil attached to MS . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 8) , 156 5 : 7 . ] 
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12 496 . Write 
oil of b ergamine 

name , put an "O" [or circle? ] under each letter of name , take 
[bergamo t ] , oil of anise and put in lamp with the kerosene , 

NAME [ LETTER "O" UNDER EACH LETTER] IN LAMP BOWL 
WITH KEROSENE - BERGAMOT - ANISE - BURN LOW 9 DAYS 
LIGHT BEFORE 6 A . M. AND AFTER 6 P . M. - BRING BACK 

is extinguished at bedtime . This is my 
manus crip t .  Informant was out s tanding . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 155 8 : 6 . ] 

keep burning very low for 
9 mornings and 9 nights , 
light before 6 o ' clock in 
morning , to bring person 
tq you . [Presumab ly lamp 

original resume attached to original 
Letter "O" surely needs no coaumt . ] 

1249 7 .  Take his name an '  wri te i t  9 times , an ' yores ovah i t  [ the latter 
usually means turning paper upside down f irst before wri ting over the name. ] 

NAME - 9 TIMES WRITE HIS - TURN PAPER UPSIDE DOWN 
WOMAN WRITES HER NAME OVER HIS - WEARS UNDER INSOLE 

Write i t  up real good an '  
wear i t  in yore shoe . He 
cain ' t leave yo ' . Yo ' 
wri te chure name ovah it 

9 times j es '  lak yo ' did the o thah one .  Wear it in yore shoe , ei ther shoe , 
undah de inner sole o f  de shoe . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 22) , 2 7 15 : 2 . ] 

12498 . [Nation saak is a private purse worn by some women - always con
cealed and untouchab le by other hands - in which handS� mojohs , keepsakes and 

NATION SA CK :  SECRET BAG OR PURSE WORN BY SOME WOMEN 
GARLIC AND PIECE OF CLOTHES - FEED WEARER' S  URINE 
EXCELLENT DES CRIPTION OF NATION SACK ON P . 145 8 , V .  2 

all sorts o f  treasures 
are carried .  Both fol-
1owin' accounts came from 
resume ' s  of another in
formants material b efore 

all her cylinders were los t - these original pencil copies a ttached : ( 1) "Take 
garlic and p iece about a person ( fragment from cloth ing of person you want to 
hold) and your urinate , keep it  wet (keeping this cloth wet with own urine is 
called fee ding it) , keep in nation saak or pocke tbook. " ( 2 )  " Sulphur , red pep
pe r ,  put together and sugar and wear i t  in nation saak , can ' t  do yo ' no harm." 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (962) , 155 3 : 8 & 1554 : 7 . ] , 

1249 9 .  [As in the p receding rite , only my attached pencil resume remains : 
" 1  needle [ down ] , 1 needle up , le t pin go b e tween an '  put in [ stick into ] hat 

2 NEEDLES AND 1 PIN WHEN STUCK INTO A HAT BOW 
FORM VARIOUS TYPES OF CROSSES TO HOLD A PERSON 

bow [wi th ]  sugar and garlic 
an' wear next to you . "  What 
s imple ins tructions : 1 nee dle 
point down , 1 needle point up ,  

and 1 pin b etween the 2 needles . Rememb er , we are sticking these needles and 
pins into a hat bow .  Here we have a magic design , the oldest type of folklore 
in existence ,  examp les by the thousands , and older than wri t ten history .  We 
could play with the p resen t  pos sib ilities but suppose we confine ourselves to 
4 of  them : 

n .  
I p . tt n . 

n .  
p . * 

n . 

n . 
p . 1-1+ 

n .  

D .  I P • yf D .  
In diagram 1 the poin ts o f  the needles d o  n o t  touch the pin ;  i n  diagraa 2 tbe 
needle points touch the pin .  The heads in bo th diagrams form a triangle , sy.bol 
of the Trinity or the 3 Holy Names . In diagram 3 the pin cros ses the centers 
of both needles and i t  separates them or is between them. Again the 3 heads 
form a triangle . More than thi s , we now have 2 Greek crosses ++ or a double
cross , if you decide to undo your work . Again , diagram 4 again separates the 
3 iDplements , creating 4 sp okes of the rimless wheel �, a magic design used 
several times in HOODOO. The 6 spokes o f  the rimless wtieel of course construct 
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3 X' CROSSES . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 71) , 15 70 : 8 . ] 
12500 . New piece of  red f lannel , 9 new needles on one side , 9 new pins on 

other , put under doors teps , makes person crossing over crazy . [Memphis 1569 : 3 . ]  
12 50 1 .  About 6 pins , about 6 sewing needles , any soil [ ed ]  garmen t ,  cross 

[ them] every which way , [ to ]  cross up your mind , go crazy ; bury it by door with 
the sharp points up and i t  will kill you . [Memphis 155 3 : 5 . ] 

12502 . Take 9 needles , 9 match s tems ,  smut from ohimley [ o f  firep lace ] ,  
black p epper ,  mix, p lant about house where vic tim wil l walk ove r  i t .  Runs him 
crazy . [Wilmington 9 2 : 5 . ]  

1250 3 .  346 . [ This number was spoken by a man who had j us t  entered my inter
viewing room .  Evidently I recognized him ,  because I answer : ]  346 ?  Well now 

NUMBER I SPOKE TO MICROPHONE TO IDENTIFY INFORMANT 
HE ACTUALLY PLAYS - WINS - RETURNS FOR ANOTHER ONE 

wai t a minute , we ' ll look 
here . [ I  open my Numbers 
Book to check the numb er 
and say : [ ( 346 . That ' s  

right ! 34 6 .  Eugene Love . )  
(Well,  did you play i t ? )  

[ I  examine my workbook and say : ] 

[ I  had called out the number 346 to my recording machine . Love thought I 
was giving him a lucky number . I was surprised that he had us ed i t  and won ! ] 

Yes , we p layed - ah played i t  Monday and Tuesday , but ah didn ' t put so much 
on i t  Wednesday , and i t  come out Wednesday . 

(Well ,  what did you make on it? ) 
Well , ah caught $ 4 . 50 .  
( Four and a hal f ? )  
Shure , fer a penny ! See , ah oombinated [ an obsolete word for oombine long 

before I heard it in 19 3 7 ]  i t .  I t ' s a six-way number. You kin play it  six ways . 
(Wel l ,  I don ' t know. You see , i f  you had put some more money on it i t  might 

have been a lit tle b i t  b et ter . You get the idea? I don ' t know. But try 431 
some time . Wai t a while though . )  

Okey . 
( • • • tha t ' s on the day ,  see what I mean? [ I  haven ' t  the slightest idea of 

what I am talking about . ]  I f  you hi t ,  i t ' ll hi t Monday . See . I f  i t  doesn ' t 
hit ,  why • • •  ) 

You take i t  on your fault ,  you responsible for i t .  Gonna hold you respon
sib le for i t .  

(Tha t ' s right , and you' re not paying me anything for i t .  That ' s  j us t  a 
little favor . )  

Well , I see . 
(Well now , don ' t - keep i t  to yourself now , don ' t let anybody else know 

around here . Unders tand? ) 
No . 
(All right then . )  
All right - 431 . 
( This fellow who was j us t  in here , Eugene Love , came back and to ld me that 

he ac tually p layed the number whi ch I called out for his name . Ha-ha , he won 
$ 4 . 50 on a penny ! }  

This is Saturday • • • •  

[This is the firs t and las t  time I ever gave a tip on gambling ! I ,  a man who 
had never made a bet in my life ! I do not want the o ther person ' s money . As an 
adult I have never played cards . Chances I have taken , every day in the hoodoo 
field . Even in 19 70 when at 74 I re turned temporarily for field work in S t .  
Petersburg , where one stree t was tough even in daylight ! ]  [ Richmond , Va . , ( 346) , 
384 : 4 . ] 
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12504 . Ah used tub run a gamblin ' j o int , but ah ' m  not now. Well ,  ah went 
ovah by Harsville an ' dis [hoodoo ] p erson tole me if ah wanta do it , dat all ah 

NUTMEG CUT INTO SEVERAL PIECES BY ROOT DOCTOR - RUB 
ON HANDS BEFORE PICKING UP CARDS - NO MORE THAT DAY 

had tub do - he gimme two 
pieces o f  brown s tuff . 
Ah don ' t know whut i t  
wus , an ' [he ] say ,  yo ' 

star t ,  [he ] say , yo ' rub ' em [ 2  brown pieces ] in yore han ' s b efo ' yo ' put chure 
han ' s on any cards . Den put ' em [brown pieces ] back in yore hip pocket . Put 
' em in yore hip pocke t an '  nevah think of 'em again [ that game ] .  

(What did they look like? Were they stones or roots or what? ) 
Ah tell yo ' whut i t  wus . Whut [ do ]  dey call dis stuff heah whut dey put in 

food? Ah call it in a minute i f  yo ' give me time . 
(Cinnamon ? Raisins ? Nutmeg ? ) 
Nutmeg ! Dat ' s  whut i t  wus . 
(He gave you two? ) 
He gimme one - he didn ' t gfmme one . He cut i t .  I t  wus cut . He cut it up 

an' gimme two of ' em. I t  wus a who le one . Wel l ,  yo ' know how large a whole one 
is , but he cut i t .  When he cut i t  - seemed lak it  wus ' bout dat b ig .  Des e 
three pie ces o f  i t  - j es '  ' bout dat large . An '  ah took it  an ' ah used i t . 

( I t  was a whole nutmeg cut in two . That is all you had to do with that nut
meg ? )  

Dat ' s right . Dat ' s  all , j e s ' rub it . He tole me tub d o  i t . Well,  ah tried 
i t .  

( I t  didn ' t work? ) 
I t  did work twice . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1294) , 2994 : 17 . ] 
12505 . Yo ' have to be dressed [with a hand ] .  Make sompin disaway . Jes '  

takin' a nutmeg , an ' ah don ' know if yo ' know - yo ' know dose little seeds dat 

NUTMEG - 3 SEEDS AND 3 HOLY NAMES - 45 CENTS SILVER 
IN BAG - HAND FOR POLICE AND RUNNING JUKE-BOX JOINT 

grows in a natural s ix ,  
takin1 dem while dey ' s 
green , three o f  dem, 
which represents De Name 

de FatheP an '  de Son an '  Ho Z.y fJhost. Take yo ' nutmeg ,  dose three seeds an ' 
45 cents [ in s ilver = 1 quarter ,  2 dimes ]  an ' put dat in a little bag , an ' he ' ll 
come s o  he kin be as rapid as he want,  but he ' ll come to de place where yo ' an '  
him will b e  friends yo ' see . An '  anything dat yo ' d  undertake to do , look like 
j es '  whut yo ' says , he would be perfectly satis fied of i t .  See . Well , yo ' keep 
de othah fellah ' s  name an '  thing on yo ' ,  because yo ' be at different things an ' 
yore [ j uke ] box may be playin' , an '  he ' ll come an ' git at them from playin' . 
Yo ' always have cents [ money ] wit yo ' . 

(Always the law won ' t bother you or  anything els e? )  
No . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1560) , 285 4 : 0 . ] 
12506 . Use a poulti ce o f  turpentine and flour , and drink red-oak bark tea 

to remove insects someone has put in you . [Wilmington 231 : 1 . ] 
1250 7 .  A man' s boy had gone away from home an ' b een gone fo ' more den two 

years . He wanted him home an '  he couldn ' t  ge t i t - he couldn ' t git in touch 

ONION RITES : MANY MORE ARE SCATTERED THROUGH HOODOO 
HIS SON GONE 2 YEARS WITHOUT A WORD - FATHER MEETS 
ROOT MAN WHO SAYS : STEAL • • •  RED ONION • • • GIVE IT TO ME 
PUTS IN OWN POCKET - DID NOTHING - SON BACK NEXT DAY 

with him . He bumps in
to an ole fellah [ root 
man] an ' tole htm his 
s to ry .  He said , "Well , 
ah tell yo ' whut chew 
do . Next time yo ' go 

to a groc ' ry , 1 1 says , 1 1 steal yo ' a red onion - don ' t buy it ,  jes ' steal i t ,  an '  
bring i t  an '  give i t  t o  me . " 
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So he [ father ]  did an ' handed i t  to him, an ' he [ root man ] said , "Thanks , "  
an '  put i t  in his pocke t .  H e  said , "De boy will b e  home tomorrah . "  

( The hoodoo doc tor put the onion in his own pocke t . ) [ This sort o f  comment 
so frequent in HOODOO is usually a comment and not a quest ion . ] 

In his own pocke t ,  an ' he s aid he [boy ] would b e  home tomorrah . An '  sure 
enough de boy did come . [ This sort of professional treatment - doctor does 
nothing - is fairly common in HOODOO. ] [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 89) , 159 6 : 3 . ] 

STEAL RED ONION - PUNCH HOLE THROUGH WITH NAIL - ON 
PAPER SLIP WRITE MAN ' S  NAME - ROLL PAPER LONG AND 
THIN LIKE MAT CH - PUSH INTO NAIL HOLE - HOLDS MAN 
TO GET RID OF HIM REMOVE NAME - IN THESE ROLLING AND 
FOLDING RITES : TO YOU BRINGS AND AWAY FROM YOU SENDS 

12508 . I say onions are 
lucky . You take a onion 
and you kin make a man 
stay home , he won ' t go 
nowhere . 
(How do you do that? ) 
Well,  you take that 

onion , a red onion , and you 
the s tore and you don ' t ask 
a one - take i t ,  you see . 

carry it  in your po cke t all the time . You go to  
for  i t , and you don ' t s teal i t  e i ther or pick up 

(You mean, pick up an onion ! )  
Onion , yeah , j ust  one onion . And you take that onion . You take a nail and 

you b ore i t  through that onion , and you take his name and you j ust  roll i t  long 
like a match and take [ push ] in there [ the nail hole ] and put it in your pocke t .  
He can' t g o  and he won ' t  go , lessen [unless ] now , i f  you don ' t want h im  to go ,  
you kin do tha t .  If  you want him to go , well , you take the onion and you take 
i t  [ the rolled-up name ] out and he ' ll go . A red onion - not all onions , a red 
onion . You do that with a red onion . [New Orleans ,  La . , (826a) , 1213 : 3 . ] 

12509 . Go to de s to '  an ' buy a onion an '  yo ' chip i t  up fine an ' yo ' tie i t  
up in a rag a n '  chunk i t  undah de lady ' s house . An ' le t i t  stay dere fo ' 

NEW ONION - CHOP FINE - TIE IN RAG - THROW UNDER 
WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - AFTER SEVERAL DAYS LET SOMEONE 

BRING IT BACK - OPEN - THROW INTO ROAD - WOMAN MOVES 

several days an ' den yo ' 
send somebody ovah dere 
to git i t . An '  dey go 
ovah dere an ' git it an ' 
open i t  up , an ' j es ' 

throw i t  out in de road in front de house an '  den dey ' ll move . 
(Any kind o f  an onion . )  
Yes sir , any kin' onion . 
125 10 . An '  ah have heard 

[Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1065 ) , 1 7 23 : 15 . ] 

is in love with ,  an '  yo ' s  in 
a fellah [ tell this ] :  De girl dat chew want an ' 
trouble wit de [ law] officer an '  she don ' wanta 

NEW ONION AGAIN - HOLE PUNCHED THROUGH CENTER OF 
ONION [AS IN NO . l2508 ] WITH NEW NEEDLE NOT NEW NAIL 
BUILD FIRE ABOUT ONION - 3 TIMES CALL NAME OF GIRL 
AVOIDING YOU BECAUSE LAW IS AFTER YOU - SAYING 
AH HOPE AN ' TRUST DE LORD SHE WILL COME BACK - THEN 
HIDE ONION AND NEEDLE WHERE NO ONE CAN FIND THEM 

come nowhere round yo ' .  
[This is a unique s itua
t ion in HOODOO ! ]  Yo ' go 
git chew a red onion , a 
real one , no t a whi te 
one - a red onion .  Take 
hit [ a  needle ] an ' stick 
i t  right down in de center 

of dat onion - s tick yore needle . Take yo ' a brand-new needle that nevah b een 
used, sewed a stitch or nuthin . Take i t  an '  s tick i t in de center o f  dat brand
new onion . Let de onion be new an '  de needle b e  new . Stick all tho s e  right 
down through i t . Take hit an ' put it down . Take yo ' s ome fiah an ' build a fiah 
around i t ,  an' le t dat onion burn to a fire-coaZ [unusual word ! ]  an ' when dat 
onion burn to a fiah-coaZ , yo ' takes that onion an' goes to a s ecret place where 
nobody won ' t bothah yo ' an' throw it undah dere . In a week' s time she ' ll be 
back to yo ' . Where she ain ' t nevah vis i t  chew , she ' ll come an' see yo ' . 
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( That is if the fellow is in trouble [with the law ] - is in j ail or some
thing . )  

In troub le ,  or if he ' s  outa trouble - in trouble or outa troub le ,  e i ther one . 
Jes ' take dat onion . Jes ' buy yo ' a [new] red onion an ' take that onion [needle] 
an' s tick it s traight down in de center of dat - dat needle in de center of dat 
onion , an ' call dere name three times . Den take that onion an '  put i t  in de 
fiah . An ' when yo ' put da t onion in de fiah ,  [ say ] , "Ah hope an ' trus t de Lord 
she will come b ack. " An' burn dat onion . An ' take dat onion out an' wrap i t  
up an '  dat nee dle an ' s tick i t  in a closed place an '  dat needle leaves . Yo ' ll 
nevah see dat onion an '  needle any mo ' but she ' ll come back . Yo ' can ' t find 
hit no mo ' .  [ Fayet teville , N . Car . , ( 14 22) , 256 2 : 2 . ] 

12511 .  Yo ' cut a hole in de middle of i t ,  de red onion . Yo ' cut a hole in 
de middle o f  i t ,  see , an '  yo ' take a cord s tring an ' tie around i t .  An '  yo ' 

WITH LARGE NEEDLE BORE HOLE THROUGH SMALL RED ONION 
RUB SUGAR INTO THREAD - THREAD NEEDLE - RUN THREAD 
THROUGH ONION - TIE ONION ONLY OVER DOOR FOR PEACE 

yore house . [ There are several ways to prepare this 
[ Memphis , Tenn . , (1547) , 2808 : 7 . ] 

put sugah down at de end 
of dat red onion an ' yo ' 
tie i t  at chure front do ' ,  
up ovah yore do ' ,  an ' 
dat ' s  tuh keep peace in 

onion , a fairly small one . ] 

125 12 .  Take a red onion an ' bo ' a hole 
s omebody dat chew like dat way , on a piece 

in i t .  An '  take an '  write de name of 
o f  papah , an ' s tick it in dat onion 

BORE HOLE IN RED ONION - INSERT NAME OF MAN - LAY 
OVER DOOR TO KEEP HIM HOME - CONTROL - GET MONEY 

an '  put i t  up ovah de do ' .  
nat ' s tub make dat person 
do lak yo ' want ' em tub do ; 
make ' em come home , stay 

home an ' yo- kin git dere money . [Memphis , Tenn . , (938) , 1519 : 11 . ] 
125 13 .  Y o '  kin take a onion an '  put i t  up ovah yuh do ' where yuh husban ' 

comin ' in at  [ front door ] an '  j is '  let it  stay up dere till i t  dry up . Not 

LAY ONION OVER DOOR HUSBAND ENTERS - ANYONE LIKED 
AFTER ONION DRIES - GO TO BACK DOOR AND 

THROW AWAY OVER LEFT SHOULDER TO KEEP THEM COMING 

only yuh husband , but any
body dat come round in yore 
house an '  yo ' like ' em an' 
want ' em tub be aroun ' yo ' 
a lot . Jis ' le t dat onion 

s tay up dere ti ll it dry up . An ' den aftah it dry up , j is '  take i t  an ' walk 
tuh yuh back do ' an ' chunk i t  ovah yuh left shouldah an ' dey ' ll j is '  hang aroun ' 
yo ' all de time . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 40 ) , 1522 : 13 . ] 

1 25 14 .  Take an '  pee l  some red onion an '  j es '  lak when yo ' get a fiah i n  de 
stove an' yore husband is around or yore swee theart ,  yo ' take an ' peel dat red 

BURN RED ONION PEELINGS IN S TOVE WHEN YOUR MAN NEAR 
SAYING : HOLD HIM TIGHT TO ME • • •  COME UNDER MAH COMMAND 

onion an '  yo ' go tuh 
de fiah .  Open de do ' 
o f  de stove an '  yo ' 
throw it  in dere an '  

say ,  "Hold him t ight t o  me , make him come undah ma h  connnand . "  An '  de influence 
of dat burnin ' - dey tell me - i t  holds him.  

(Holds the man . ) [ Savannah, Ga . ,  (1256) , 2130 : 6 . ] 
125 15 . If yo ' want very much luck , yo ' kin take de peelin ' s  an' b egin tub 

burn ' em each an '  every mawnin '  in yore p lace an ' all .  Bring luck to yore 
house . Or , if  yo ' runnin ' big bo ' din ' house , take o le onion peelin ' s  an' burn 

' em. 
EACH MORNING BURN ONION PEELINGS IN BOARDING HOUSE (Any kind of an onion? ) 

Sho ' , ' long as yo ' burn ' em 
without faZZin ' in yore traaks . [ I  should have asked a question here even if I 
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knew the answer at this t ime . Surely any ashes falling into spellmaster ' s 
foo tp rints would have killed the spel l . ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1365 ) , 2408 : 5 . ] 

12516 . Now if yo ' in bus iness an ' yo ' wanta be  successful in yore business ,  
yo ' kin take a simple thing as a red onion . Yo ' kin burn i t  in yore fire an ' 
i t ' s a known fact yo ' ll always keep a crowd . [Waycross 1890 : 4 . ] 

12517 . (You can be selling whiskey or gambling you say ? )  
An '  yo ' kin take i t ,  take de red onion an ' � de peelin ' s o f  i t  on de 

s tove , an ' dat will make s omeone come an ' buy likkah . An '  dat will make yo ' 
have good luck. [ Fayetteville 2640 : 1 . ] 

125 1 8 .  Yo ' git a bran ' -new red onion 
fiah . Yo ' put dat red onion in dat f iah 

dat ' s nevah been used an ' yo ' d  have 
an ' put some sugah in it  an '  den axe 

NEW RED ONION - PUT IN FIRE WITH SUGAR - WISH 
fo ' whatevah yo ' want . Make 
a wish fo ' whatevah yo ' want 
an ' yo ' mo ' den successful 

in yore undahtakin ' .  [Algiers , La . , ( 15 7 7) , 2906 : 4 . ]  

RED ONION - OUTSIDE LAYER OFF - SUGAR 
BURN - LUCK SELLING - WHISKEY - CROWD 

12519 . Take de red onion an ' git de 
outside peelin' , dat hard par t ,  off . 
Put sugah intuh de onion an' put i t  
o n  a hot stove an ' let i t  j is '  burn . 

Burn till i t ' s all gone away . Dat supposed to make luck in yore house . Say , 
fo ' ins tance if  yo ' were sellin ' whiskey , dat supposed tuh bring cus tomers . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (915 ) , 1483 : 15 . ] 

125 20 . Take a red onion an ' put i t  in yore mattress an ' yo ' take de skin 
off de onion an ' burn i t  on yore s tove ,  an ' dat put good luck in yore house .  

PEEL RED ONION - BURN SKIN - ONION IN MATTRES S 
LUCK FOR HOUSE AND PROPHYLACTIC AGAINST WITCHES 

An' j es '  - ah don ' know de 
name of de thing , it  look 
kinda lak sulphur - anyhow 
yo ' burn i t  on yore s tove 

every mawnin ' when yo ' cookin ' an ' dat put good luck in yore house . 
(But that onion is enough - that onion alone . )  
Yes s uh .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346 ) , 2339 : 1 . ]  
1 25 21 .  Ah heard of  people i f  dey wanted luck in dere homes , dey git up 

befo ' sunrise in de morning an ' take some onions an ' some sulphur an ' salt ,  

BEFORE SUNRISE BURN : ONIONS - SULPHUR - SALT 
READ FROM BIBLE - ALL THIS FOR LUCK IN HOUSE 

an ' se t it  on de fire in de 
stove , an ' j es '  de s cent - de 
incense go through de hous e 
round about . An '  read a cer

tain S crip ture . 
yo ' luck . 

Ah don' t know whut it  is , now , in de Bible . An '  dat ' ll bring 

(LuCk to the house? ) 
Yes sir . Dat ' s  good , 

Ga. , (1061) , 1 7 20 : 9 . ] 
too . Mah aun tie does dat all de time . [Waycross , 

12522.  At six ' clock 
aad yo ' take a onion an '  

i n  de evening and s ix ' clock in de morning , you git up 
sprinkle red pepper on it . An '  put i t  behind yore 

SP1IBKLE RED PEPPER ON ONION BEHIND FRONT DOOR AND 
1U1B 6 A. M. AND 6 P . M. FOR LUCK TO HOUSE IN BUSINES S 

you or no one know you doing that . 
(Well now, what will that do then? ) 

front doo r  and you put 
it on a paper and sit i t  
down and burn it . Don ' t 
let nobody come bother 

I� burn and supposed to bring luck to you [ in business ] . [ Jacksonville , 
I'Ja. . (552) . 690 :  ? 1 

12523. Vell, yo ' l!!!!:!!. that red onion with sugah fo ' � : Monday ' s ,  
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Wednesdays an '  Fridays at eight [A. M . ] always between six an '  nine . [Memphis 
150 3 : 15 . ] 

125 24 . As I told you a while ago , you use tha t j us t  like you do garlic , but 
you cut the onion up fine and put i t  in hard water ,  and you put salt in there 

ONION CHOP FINE - SOAK IN HARD WATER - MOP HOUSE 
USING SALT INSTEAD OF SUGAR - BAD LUCK TO HOUSE 
THIS DONE BY SERVANT TO GET EVEN WITH MISTRESS 

instead of sugar.  And you , 
j ust like a person te ll me 
to mop their house ,  I 'm sup
posed to keep their house 
mopped out wi th that,  and 

ins tead o f  having good luck , i t ' s b ad luck . You ge t arres ted or anything . That 
salt j inx them . [AS FAR AS I CAN REMEMBER, THIS IS THE ONLY HARD WATER RITE IN 
"HOODOO, " and i t  was given by that p rofessional hoodoo woman from Shreveport , 
La . , the woman who s aid , "They tried to run me out of  Louisiana . "  Little did 
either of us realize that wi thin a few hours I mys elf would be chased out of 
Memphis ! ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , { 9 73) , 157 7 : 8 . ] 

125 25 . Dey say yo ' could take a red onion -
THROW RED ONION PEELINGS OUT DOOR well , ah know dat ' s  a fact . Ah nus ed [ used ] 

YOU ' LL SOON MOVE tuh buy ' em an ' peel ' em .  Mah o le lady 

throw de skins o ut 
vill put chew out . 

{Why? ) 

she ' d  go to cook an ' peel ' em an '  j es ' 
- out de do ' an '  yo ' can ' t  s tay in nobody ' s  house . Dey 

Why? Don ' t know. Say ,  j es '  y o '  throw dem skins - onion skins or hull whut 
yo ' pee l - j e s ' keep throwin ' ' em out de do ' , roun ' de do ' ,  an ' dat man will 
soon have yo ' to move . 

{You don ' t mean i t ' s  b ecause of  the odor of  the onion or anything do you ? )  
Naw sir , but ah don ' t know . I t ' s  j es '  bad luck . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1066 ) , 

1725 : 10 . ] 

125 26 . Ah say 
it will cause yo ' 

if anybody put onion pee lin ' s around in front of de house , 
tuh fuss all de time . An '  then yo ' kin take a piece of onion 

ONION PEELINGS IN FRONT OF A HOUSE BRING A QUARREL 
SO DOES A SLICE OF ONION NOT USED - STICK PIN OR 
TOOTHPICK INTO SLICE - THROW AWAY - TO AVOID QUARREL 

aftah yo ' cut i t  off , an '  
yo ' shouldn ' t  leave de 
piece dere , yo ' should 
throw it away because i t  
will cause a fuss ; but 

aftah i t ' s cut , chew kin take an ' s tick a pin or toothpick in it , an ' it ' ll be 
all righ t . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 95 3) , 1539 : 12 . ] 

125 2 7 . In case of serious trouble , yo ' kin take red onions . If de person 
in de house  raisin '  S am [= one of  many names for the devil ] an ' yo ' don ' wanta 

to QUIET PERSON RAISING SAM - THROW RED ONION ON BED 
run ' em out , yo ' kin 
t ake a red onion an '  
not say a word , an '  walk 

back in de house an ' j es ' throw it up on de bed lak dat , an '  dat troub le will 
stop right away . Throw i t  up on de b ed an 1 de troub le will s top right immedi
ately . I t  won ' be but two minutes ' fore everybody quie t down . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

'lO CROSS UP HOUSE SO THAT NO ONE WILL SOON RENT IT 
aDAST RED ONION - STICK LANDLORD ' S  NAME IN - HIDE 

(15 29 ) , 2 7 34 : 2 . ] 
125 28 . (You do what ? )  
That red onion . 
(You ge t a red onion? ) 
A red onion . Well , they 
sort of roast that onion . 

they roas t that onion ,  then they ' 11 take tha t onion and s tick that landlord ' s  
....e down in that red onion , you know . And take that onion and stick i t  up 
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somewhere where nobody can ' t find i t .  Well , that will  keep the people from 
renting their house out soon .  I t ' ll be there emp ty a long time ' till that 
onion ro ts . 

(I  see , the persons moving out keep the landlord from renting the house . )  
Because they is mad because the landlord done put them out and they don ' t 

want the other person in there . [New Orleans , La . , ( 826 ) , 1206 : 10 . ] 
125 29 .  Dey s aid dat chew take a red onion an ' split it  in hal f ,  when it 

partways growin ' . Split i t  lak dat an ' sprinkle some sugah in it , an ' carry 

SPLIT RED ONION BEFORE IT IS FULL-GROWN - SPRINKLE 
SUGAR ON - BURY AT VICTIM ' S  S TEP - S EPARATE OR MOVE 

it  to a person ' s step 
an '  bury i t .  An '  dat 
will separate dem an '  
i t  will run dem away 

from dere - separate ' em or run 
ter ,  S .  Car . , ( 1365 ) , 2411 : 14 . ] 

de party out  de house . Make ' em move . [ Sum-

125 30 . Yo ' take de red hull [ skin ] o f  de onion 
whi te onion . Yo ' take dem an '  yo ' parch ' em ,  chip 

- de red onion now ,  not de 
' em fine an ' yo ' parch ' em. 

PARCH RED ON ION SKIN TO POWDER - DRESS PLACE - FAVOR 
An '  yo ' makes a dus t  out 
of ' em , yo ' makes a dust 
wit dese onions . All 

right . An '  j es ' like if yo ' wants tuh dress a p lace . Jes ' lak yo ' come in dis 
room an ' ah come in here tuh see yo ' . Ah j es '  have a little dust in mah pocke t 
an '  as ah come in ah j es '  sprinkle j es '  de least b it of  dat in dere . Well , yo ' 
goin ' tuh smell i t .  I t  may be a little while befo ' yo ' smell it  because dey 
go tta mighty high odor . All right , yo ' ain ' t goin ' pay no ' tenshun tuh what
somever ah ask yo ' . If yo ' tell me , says , "Come b ack , ah ' ll s ee yo ' . " Wel l ,  
ah ' d  druther fo ' yo ' tuh say ,  "Come back . "  Well ,  yo ' could g i t  d e  scent of dat . 
When ah come back if  ah said ah would like tuh borrow f ive dollars , ah would 
like tuh borrow two of whatsomever yo ' may bring dere fo '  me . 

(With this red onion . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1586 : 4 . ] 
12531 . Wel l ,  yo ' kin use red onions for a whole lotta dif f ' rent things . 
(Well , what do you use a red onion for in connection wi th [ good ] luck or bad 

luck?)  
Yo ' use red onions fo ' luck . Wel l ,  j es '  say now ,  yo ' s  goin ' to a skin game 

tonight , well yo ' take yo ' two so lid [= fresh ] red onions an ' cut ' em up an ' put 

CUT UP 2 RED ONIONS - COOK WITH SUGAR UNTIL CANDIED 
PUT IN SMALL BOTTLE - CHEW THESE S UGARED PIECES IN 
A SKIN G� - OPPONENTS CANNOT CONCENTRATE - YOU WIN 

' em in a spider [a  skil
let with legs ] put a lit
t le sugah to ' em an ' yo ' 
boil ' em till dey come 
to a sugah . An '  when it 

come to a sugah yo ' po ' i t  out into a bottle . An ' go in dere [ to a game ] ton ight 
an ' yo ' take yo ' one or  two drinks , an ' yo ' carry yore [ liquor ] bottle wit chew 
j es '  as lucky as it  kin be . See , ' cause dey kin smell dat onions on yore b reath, 
yo ' know, an' people - a whole lo tta folks don ' t like de smell of onions an ' dat 
j es '  draws de ' tenshun from de cards to yore onions . Yo ' win up every dime in 
dere . [ Informant does not understand why a red onion is lucky in a card game . 
The onion does not d:ro(]]J) de ' tens hun from de cards to yore onions ; the onion pro
tects you agains t the o ther man' s hand or luck piece , or prevents you yourself 
from being hoodooed in the game . Nevertheless , i f  informant , a small- time roo t 
worker believes in his own interpre tation , the ri te is valid from him. ] [Bruns

wick, Ga . ,  ( 118 2 ) , 209 4 : 9 . ] 
125 3 2 .  Yo ' take a red onion an '  if yo ' got anyone i n  yore house , yore hus

ban ' or yore wife in dere , an ' yo ' want ' em tub go or want tuh gi t rid of ' em. 
When dey go out de front do ' ,  on dat cross piece de re [ saddle ? ] yo ' take dat 
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onion , aftah yo ' done rolled it real so ft , an ' yo ' squeeze dat red onion j uice 

ROLL RED ONION UNTIL SOFT - TO RID SELF OF PERSON 
AFTER HE LEAVES - SQUEEZE JUI CE AT DOOR - ON STEPS 
TRACKS - WAIT AWHILE - SWEEP OUT - WILL NEVER RETURN 

on yore steps . Yo ' take 
a red onion in his track 
goin'  out an' squeeze it 
in his track goin ' . An '  
den , after hit stay dere 

awhile , why yo ' sweep i t  out . An '  he ain ' t  nevah comin ' back dere no mo ' . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2812 : 10 . ] 

125 33 .  Y o '  kin git chew - yo ' know whut red onion is . Ah don ' know whether 
yo ' e at ' em or not .  An ' j e s ' gi t chew a red onion an '  cut de roo t of it off . 

SLICE BOTTOM OFF RED ONION - DIG SMALL CAVITY IN 
FILL WITH DIRT FROM WICKED MAN ' S GRAVE AND RED 
PEPPER - REPLACE CUT-OFF BOTTOM - IN HOUSE - MOVES 

Jes ' cut off a piece an '  
g i t  chew some graveyard 
dirt offa man ' s grave -
s ome ole wicked man , some
body whut ' s  daid , an '  some 

cayenne pepp ah . Mix it all up an ' stop dat 
i t  b ack up wit dat piece whut chew cut o f f . 

(You put this stuff in that onion ? )  

onion up with dat onion top . Stop 

Right back ,  yes , put i t  in dat onion an ' stop i t  up an '  put i t  in dat per-
son ' s house . 

(What will that do then? ) 
I t  move ' em out dat house . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1496) , 2664 : 24 . ] 
125 34 . Yo ' take a red onion fo ' yo ' luck , dey say . Yo ' tie it  up in 

somepin tight - sompin lak dis heah [ informant has handkerchief or some thing ] .  

TIE UP SMALL RED ONION AND MONEY [ SILVER DIME? ] 
WEAR ABOUT NECK OR WAIST FOR LUCK [S� NO . l25 35 ] 

dat somebody see i t  round heah , wear i t  round heah . 

All righ t ,  yo ' put a cord 
or sompin around it an ' 
wear it rotmd heah [see 
later ] ,  but if yo ' s cared 

(Wear i t  ei ther around their neck or around their waist ? )  
Yo ' supposed tuh hold money in dat [ red onion package ] . [ Savannah , Ga . , 

( 1252) , 2126 : 3 . ] 
125 35 . (What do you do with the red onion? ) 
Well,  dey say if  yo ' break de skin o f  it an '  j e s ' carry i t  in yore pocket , 

some o f  it , or e i ther throw it  away , j es '  throw it away , dey say dat ' s  lucky . 

BREAK RED ONION SKIN - CARRY OR THROW AWAY FOR LUCK 
BOIL RED ONION AND 3 SILVER DIMES - DRINK FOR LUCK 

If yo ' boil it , boil yo ' 

three dimes in it an' 
den drink de watah, dat ' s  
lucky fo ' yo ' - yore in

come will b e  good . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1451) , 2637 : 16 . ] 

ONION PEELINGS SALTED AND PEPPERED - PUT WHERE YOU 
STEP OVER THEM - MAKE YOU A DISAGREEABLE PERSON 

12536 . They peels a aniOD 
an ' has yo ' fixed an •  yo ' ll 
quarrel all de time . They 
po ' an excessive a-:»1Dlt of 

salt an' pepper on de onion hull an' p lace 
become a very disagreeable person . 

i t  where yo ' kin step ovah it an '  yo 

(Do you have somebody do that or do you do i t  yourself ? )  
Yo ' kin definitely d o  that yo ' self . 
(Just sprinkle this salt and pepper on the red onion hul l ,  and tbat party 

will walk over it and they will become disagreeable . 
Yeah . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1005) , 16 21 : 4 . ] 
12537 . Ah heard o f  ' em using onions an '  garlic - fo ' being hurted - in 

swee t milk . Dat ' s good , too . 
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IF HURTED OR POISONED : ONIONS - GARLIC - SWEET MILK 
(Well , how do they do 
that? ) 
Well , yo ' makes a tea out 

of it but chew cooks it al l together - on ions an '  the garlic an' the swee t milk . 
Yo ' puts it on an ' yo ' cook i t  together . Yo ' s t rains it , an ' then give it to 
' em to drink. Well , if yo ' poisoned, well , tha t ' s good fo ' poison [ also ] . 
[ Sumte r,  S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 246 3 : 5 . ] 

125 38 . Dey used tub use dem red 
machine and turn it on again ] . But 

onion a long time ago . See • • •  [ turned off  
peop le take a red onion , s ee .  Dey take 

3 INGREDIENTS : RED ONION - PARSLEY - MUSTARD 
ON TOILET SEAT OF BACKHOUSE YEARS AGO 

THEN SKIN TROUBLE BY HOODOO - LATER NATURALLY 

p arsley as ah said a few minutes 
ago , red onion an '  p arsley an ' 
dey ' ll git dis s tuff dey call 
mus tard , hot mustard . Dey put 
dat together an ' dey ' ll leave 

dat onion dry an '  dey ' ll grind it  up good . Dey ' ll leave dry dere good . Yo ' 
s een people to de [ old-fashioned outdoor ]  toile t .  I t  d e  cus tom to set on dere . 
Jes ' spread i t  [ this mixture ] on de seat dataway . I t  supposed tub give ' em 
s ome kind o f  a i tch . Ah dunno . Ah see ' em all right . I t ' ll [ itch or skin 
trouble will]  come between dere finger an '  i t ' ll come on de side an ' in de bath 
dataway . [ I  have no idea what these 3 ingredien ts wil l do but at an earlier 
date this s ort of thing was HOODOO . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 6 0  excellent) , 
2855 : 3 . ] 

12539 . Yo ' take de red onion - dat ' s  lucky fo ' yore hous e - yo ' t ake de red 
onion . I t ' s lak if yo ' got a friend , yo ' kin rule him by us in '  dat red onion . 

4 PARTS - CUT RED ONION INTO - KEEP IN CUP WITH HIS 
NAME - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - SET IN CORNER - HIDDEN 
KIN RULE HIM - BRING HIS MONEY - MAXE HIM BE NOTHING 

Yo ' take dat red onion 
an ' cut it in fo ' parts 
an' git chew a little 
cup an ' put dat in wit 
sulphur , brims tone an ' 

put dat in de corner o f  yore hous e - yo ' know , where peop le don ' t have to be 
worryin ' roun ' dere no way but chewse lf . An '  his name write on a piece of 
papah understan ' dat . An ' dat will keep him, make him be  nuthin but lovin ' 
to yo ' , an ' den dat will make him bring his money to  yo ' .  [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE : RED ONION PEELING INTO POT WITH 
SULPHUR - BROWN SUGAR FOR COLORED PERSON - WHITE FOR 
WHITE - WHOEVAB YO ' WORKIN ' IT ON - PUT INGREDIENTS 
ON SHOVEL - HOLD OVER FIRE - WHEN HOT HOLD SHOVEL IN 
4 CORNERS OF HOUSE OR ROOM AT 5 P . M. - MAKE WISH 

( 1351) , 2 346 : 1 . ] 
12540 . Take dat red 
onion peelin ' an ' yo ' 
take some nice clean 
pot , an' sulphur , brown 
sugah fo ' colored an ' 
whi te sugah for white -

whoevah yo ' workin' i t  on . An '  put it  on a shovel on some red coals , de fiah , 
yo ' know, an ' yo ' let dat burn . Go to each cornah of  yore house at five a ' clock 
in de evenin' an '  make yore wish , an '  whatevah yore wishes is dey ' ll come true . 

(What would you wish , for example ? )  
Well , j es '  whatevah yo ' wish fo ' , yo ' know , j es '  d e  main thing whut yo ' 

wish fo ' - anything .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 145 9) , 2818 : 2 . ] 

CORNERS OF EMPTY HOUSE - DESPITE NUMBER OF ROOMS - PUT 
IN EACH CORNER MIXED : RED ONION - RED PEPPER - SALT 
CROSSES HOUSE - NO ONE WILL RENT OR S TAY - TO UNCROSS 
MOP WITH 3 :  GARLIC - OIL OF CINNAMON - RED PEPPER 

1254 1 .  We ll , now dey 
say if yo ' take da t 
re d onion wit red pep
pah an ' dat salt , 
everybody go in dere 
will b e  dissatisfie d .  
(What will you do with 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4 35 7  

that ? )  
Take i t  an ' mix i t  together an '  put i t  in dere whilst de house is empty . Take 

it an' put i t  in every corner of de house ,  make no dif ference how many rooms it 
is . Yo ' put it  in de re , an' anybody go dere dey won ' t b e  satisfied wit dere 
house . 

( That is cr>ossing up the house? ) 
Yes . 
(Do you put i t  in the corner in any special way ? )  
Put i t  in each corner j es '  as close a s  yo ' git i t  up ' s ide de corner of de 

house . 
Tub unazooss it . 
(To unazooss this , all right . )  
Yo ' take garlic an '  dis oil o f  cinnamon an ' red peppah an' mop wit it  an ' 

dat ' ll unazooss ' em. 
(So that you can move into the house if  you want to ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 281 3 : 6 . ] 
12542 . Ah have heard somepin ' bout a onion . Yo '  take pins an ' put ' em 

down in dere . Yo ' hol '  dat onion in yore han ' an '  go up to anybody an '  ask 
' em fo '  mo s t  anything whut 

ONION - 9 PINS IN - RUB ONION WHILE ASKING FAVOR chew want .  Ask ' em ,  an '  

squee zing dat onion . Dey hardly kin tell yo ' no . 
(You do that to ge t a j ob ,  you say ? )  
Yes . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1292 ) ,  219 1 : 11 . ] 

j es ' keep rub b in '  an '  

12543 . Wel l ,  i t ' s two dif ferent ways dat chew kin make dem move . Now,  yo ' 
kin take nine seeds out o f  a pod o f  peppah , p iece o f  rock sulphur ; take a tea

9 SEEDS FROM RED PEPPER POD AND ROCK SULPHUR - BURN 
OR BURN RED ONION PEELINGS AND SUGAR - EITHER MOVES 

way . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1592a) , 2 7 34 : 4 . ] 

spoon fulla sugah an ' de 
peelin ' from a red onion 
an ' burn it , an ' yo ' kin 
make ' em leave in that 

12544 . Dey tell me yo ' gi t some lodes tone an '  git chew some sen-sen an '  a 
red onion . An ' yo ' peel dis red onion an '  take de hull an' drop de sen-sen 

9 TIMES WALK BACKWARDS FROM FRONT DOOR TO BACK DOOR 
BUT FIRST PEEL RED ONION - DROP SEN-SEN INTO PEELINGS 
LOOK TO EAST - ASK LORD TO MOVE ENEMIES - BRING LUCK 
MD PEACE - SPRINKLE SUGAR OVER ALL - 9 TIMES WALK • • •  

down in i t .  [Sen-sen 
was or is  trade name of 
small lozenges to suck 
to swee ten breath . ] AD '  
yo ' look in de eas t an ' 
yo ' ask de Lord tub move 

yore enemies an ' bring yo ' luck an '  peace . An ' den yo ' sprinkle de sugah ovah 
dis same thing an ' dis red onion . An ' yo ' walk to yore front do ' an ' walk back
wards to yore back do ' nine times , aftah yo ' fire i t  back .  Dat will bring yo ' 
peace an '  yo ' b e ' s succes sful wit chure friends . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1523) , 

JED ONION - 9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS IN - THROW OVER 
1.EPT SHOULDER INTO RIVER - LEAVE NOT LOOKING BACK 

2 717 : 4 . ] 
1 2545 . Gi t red onion and 
put nine needles and nine 
p ins in i t  and go to the 

Elver and throw it  over the lef t  shoulder and walk back [home ] .  Don ' t look 
lack. ADd j us t  as fer as that onion will  travel on the water , they will travel . 

(Do they do anything else with that onion ? )  
That ' s  all I know . 
{iell, how do you know whether the spell will work? How can you tell whether 

�t person that you in tend to go away - don ' t you do anything with the onion 
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to • • •  ) [ Intention is sufficient . ]  
12546 . If  she got his name , put 

onion and hull [ core ] i t  out good .  

[Newport News , Va . ,  ( 481) , 503 : 7 . ] 
i t  in a onion . Get you a red , red , red big 
And write his name nine times , this away 

9 TIMES WOMAN WRITES ABSENT MAN ' S  NAME - 9 TIMES 
HERS OVER HIS - SHUTS UP IN RED ONION - THIS IN CAN 
SETS CAN UNDER HIS SIDE OF BED TO JBRING HIM BACK 

i t  in a can , and keep i t  under the side of  the b ed he 
(Keep the onion shut up in a can under the s ide o f  
Yes , s ir .  Where h e  s lep t  at . 
(And he ' ll come back ? )  

[ demons trates ] and write 
yours this way [ demon
strates ] nine times on 
his ' n .  
(Running across it . )  
Yeah , and put i t  in the 
onion , shut i t  up and put 
s lep t on and he ' ll be back. 
the bed on which he slep t ? )  

He ' ll come back . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 7 ) , 1439 : 7 . ] 
12547 . Well ,  lak if  yo ' want - see ,  a man an '  a woman ' s  been together a long 

time an '  someone tries tuh separate ' em.  See . Well , yo ' kin git chew a red 

9 TIMES DOWNWARDS MAN WRITES WOMAN ' S NAME SLANTING 
ON RED ONION - 9 TIMES NAME AGAIN TO MAKE CROS S "X" 
THESE NAMES WRITTEN LIGHTLY DO NOT DIS FIGURE ONION 
MAN DOES THIS - BURIES UNDER HER STEPS TO MAKE PEACE 
WHAT BECOMES OF HER LEFT STOCKING? ONION BURIED IN? 

onion an '  git de stockin ' 
from o f fa her lef t  feet , 
see . An '  take dat red 
onion an ' write her name 
on it . Take dat red on
ion , see , an ' de red on-
ion b e  round - it must be  

a red onion , see . An '  wri te her name disaway [ d emonstrates ] an ' nine times dis
away . An' den take her name an ' wri te it nine times disaway [ across first 9 ] . 
Yo ' cross dos e  names j is '  right down [names slant down and cross ] .  An ' yo ' take 
dat an' yo ' bury i t .  See , ei ther where she go tta pass at - lak she go tta pas s  
on de s teps . Well , j is '  put dat tuh de bottom ,  yo ' see . An '  leave i t  s tay 
dere . See . Well dat run her an '  him tuhgether . She begin tuh love yo ' mo ' an '  
mo ' . S ee ,  dat makes her love come back ,  even i f  someone wu z  tryin ' tuh break 
yo ' all up .  

( That is , i f  the man and woman - if somebody was trying to break them up ? )  
Yes . 
( The man could do that? )  
De man would do dat yo ' see tuh de woman . 
(Or the woman could do it to the man? ) 
Well ,  either one . Jis ' lak yo ' see , if  she wants de man , yo ' know someone 

try tuh break her an '  her husban ' up , she kin do de same thing , yo ' see , but it 
gotta be dose big ole red onions where yo ' kin write on i t  nine times disaway 
an '  nine times disaway right in a cro s s . See , an ' bury it dere . [Algiers , La . , 
( 15 9 0) , 2985 : 3 . ]  

12548 . ( For  a man to hold a woman . )  
You take 9 o f  her fingernails and 9 o f  her toenails , and then ge t a red onion, 

and get 9 strands of hair out de mole [mold ]  of her head . And take that onion , 

9 FINGERNAILS - 9 TOENAILS - 9 HAIRS FROM HER HEAD 
CUT OPEN RED ONION - MAKE HOLE IN ONE SIDE - ENCLOSE 
TIIESE 2 7 OBJECTS - STOP UP ONION - GO TO SUNRISE SIDE 
OF HOUSE AND BURY ONION - THIS WILL HOLD THE WOMAN 

red onion , and cut it 
open and dig a little 
hole in it . And then 
take them 9 toenails 
and 9 fingernails , and 
that 9 s trands o f  hair 

out of her head , 
And go round the 

and p lace together and put it  in there , and stop that onion up . 
house towards where the sun ris e ,  and dug [ dig]  a little hole , 
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and put i t  [ in ]  there and then cover i t  up . [ Copied from my rough original pen
cil t rans crip tion made soon after recording ; original copy attached . ]  [Wilming
ton , N .  Car . , (248) , 244 : 1 . ] 

12549 . Ah heard i f  yo ' tote red onions in yore pocketbook it would bring 

about luck. [ Sumter 232 7 : 8 . ]  
12550:"""" Take de onion pee lin ' an '  burn da t in de cooks tove an' dat luck , 

too ,  in de home . Burn de onion peelin ' . [ Fayetteville 2599 : 18 . ) 
1255 1 .  I f  they lay onion around in yore house is bad luck . 
(Just to put i t  down any place ? )  
Yeah , you have tuh burn i t .  I t ' s  re ' lly bad luck . 
(Oh ,  you mean the pee ling ' s . )  
Yeah . [Waycross  174 7 : 1 . ] 
12552 . Dey take red peppah and red onion hulls - peelin ' s ,  yo ' know this 

shell of ' em. I f  yo ' put dem in [ on ]  de f loor yo ' ll always b e  confused . 
( I f  someone puts them in your hous e? ) 
Yeah ,  yo ' can ' t gi t along in yore hous e .  
1255 3 . A red onion , dat ' ll make a person 

name i t  whut chew want i t  tuh do an ' bury i t  
Dat ' ll make ' em move . 

[Mobile 9 6 1 : 8 .  ] 
move . Buy yo ' a red onion an '  
right undah a person ' s do ' steps . 

1255 4 .  To make people move , b low chopped up onion and pepper through the 
keyhole . [A hol low reed or o ther blowing-through-keyhole rites in HOODOO but 
not many . ] [New Orleans 1123 : 1 . ] 

12555 . Burn onion peelings in the s tove to keep the law away from the house.  
[Norfolk 49 3 : 2 1 . ] 

12556 . Burn some b rims tone an ' sugah toge ther �ore stove wit red onion . 
Dat ' s  tuh keep de law away . [Memphis 2 719 : 4. ] 

1255 7 .  Yo '  kin burn tab lesal t an ' yo ' kin burn onions an ' sprinkle de s alt 
ovah dem • • •  dat will bring peace and b us ines s .  

(That is i f  you are annoyed with the law. ) [Wilson 2643 or 2644 : 5 . )  
1255 8 .  I hearen people say if you go to hunt a j ob an ' carry a red onion in 

pocke t ,  an '  yo ' g i t  a j ob .  [Wilming ton 259 : 5  original penci l trans crip tion 
attached to MS . ] 

12 559 . Burn red onion on Thursday for money and men , etc . [Memphis 1564 : 6 . ] 
12560 . I have taken the righ t-hand bone out of  a ' possum foot - out o f  a 

' possum laig - out of de f ront laig an ' made a hand out of i t ,  and i t  would 

OPPOS SUM - BONE FROM RIGHT FRONT LEG - LUCKY HAND 

[ I  interrup t ] . 
(What would you use a hand 
like that for? ) 
Use i t  for anything and 
everything for luck . Give 

you luck in everything you undertaking , the ' possum wil l ,  or muskrat , the .oak
rat right hand . [Norfolk ,  Va. , ( 473) , 489 : 2 . ] 

12561 . Yo ' kin take an owl ' s claw an' dat ' s good fo ' luck off de right foot, 
dat ' s  j es '  luck fo ' anything dat chew undertake . [ Memphis 2 712-2 713 : 19. ] 

PALMA CHRISTIE HERE PALM OF CHRISTIAN - BOOTLEGGING 
SALT - SUGAR - CINNAMON - FRESH GREEN LEAVES 
A!«>NG THEM PALMA CHRISTI - IN A BOTTLE - WITH WATER 
SPRINKLE PLACE WITH LIQUID - INFORMANT AVOIDED LAW 
HAS INTERESTING CO�TS ON LAW DURING PROHIBITION 

125 6 2 . (Well, now, suppose 
I ' m  bootlegging and I want 
to keep the lair lfiiiiY f:roa 
the p lace , what would I do 
to keep the law a&ay from 
the place?) 
Wel l ,  you use drl.s here 

sugar . You get this sugar , you get some o f  this sal tpe ter , and every tt.e that 
you think o f  the law or anything ,  at night , you do i t  yourself or the one that 
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b e ' s in [ the shop ] there . You fix it up in a bot tle wi th any kind o f  green 
leaf - you know , any kind of green leaf - but leave it be different leafs : 
might b e  willow leaf or Pa Zm of Chris tian or any kind o f  leaf . Just a differ
ent leaf . You take i t  in a bo ttle with this sinimond [ cinnamon ] , sugar • • •  

[ I  in terrup t .  Pa Zm of Chris tian had to be explained ! ]  
(Now ,  wait a minute ! Where does this PaZm of Chris tian grow? ) 
That PaZm of Christian ? Well , j us t  put i t  in there like that , but stop • • •  

(Where does that  grow? Here in Louis iana? Does i t  grow here ? )  [ In New 
Orleans ? ] 

Yes , s i r ,  i t  grows here - find i t  everywhere - in the country - they got 
some right up town there . 

( I t  grows out in the woods - you mean that littl e  palm - that lit tle short  
palm? ) 

I t  grows up about that high but with wide leave s . 
(Oh ! I see . )  
[I did not krzow what i t  was at the time but I soon found out ! ] Well , you 

could take some of them leaves and sp rinkle like that  - get dif ferent leaves , 
j us t  so its green . And you put it  in a bot tle and you take - put that sugar and 
cinament in the bot tle like tha t . Every morning - that ' s when you thinking that 
the law' s is [ =  ' s  & is here ] coming and interfere with you,  you s ee - coming and 
made a raid on your p lace . Every night and every morning , through the day , re
gardless of how many people are in there [ your i llegal liquor joint ] don ' t say 
anything to nobody . Jest take your bot tle [ o f  green leaves ] like you cleaning 
up and walk at the end of your property and j e s t  like you ' d take the broom and 
you shaking that bottle ,  you know, j est like sprinkling to keep the dus t down -
on back in [ into ] your p lace . Any time the ZClJ.J) coming there� when he ge t to 
your property� he - he jes t  as p leased as ever. He 'U aome in there - probab ly 
be Zike this - he ' Z l  drink . He ' l Z ask you to give him a [ free ] drink� a [ free ] 
aigar or somepin of the kind like that. And he ' Z l  te Z l  you� remember that [ a  
boss ] be 's over him. He ' l l  te U� too� he ' U  say� "We U� you b e  partiauZar� you 
aan gi t 1iJhat you want. I was just passing by this way . " Well , you j es t  keep 
that sugar and ciniment right at your s teps , wherever you comes down . And re
gardless of who comes there , he ' ll never do you no harm. 

And in prohib ition time , well , the time the town went dry , I sold liquor 
here - I hit on [which he does , you can hear him ] . Never had been caught yet . 
Never have been scared about no law - no prohib i tion or nothing o f  the kind • • •  

never have . [See margin title PALMA CHRISTI , No . 2 199 , p .  6 26 , v . 1 , and my long 
comment there . ] [New Orleans , La . , (830 ) , 1228 : 1 . ] 

1256 3 .  Under your foot  track - j us t  like people come along and s ay that they 
could hurt you by your foot track .  But they couldn ' t  hurt you by a foot track, 

PALMA CHRISTI = HAND OF CHRIST = CASTOR-OIL PLANT 
DIRT FROM INSIDE SHOES - BEATEN UP WITH PIGEON EGGS 
GIVES YOU FOOT TROUBLE - YOU MUST ALSO LEAVE TOWN 
TO CURE AILMENT USE PALMA CHRISTI - PUT ON SWELLING 
HOT HOT - RUB WITH CAYENNE PEPPER - THEN "PP" OIL 
ALWAYS DOWN - DRIVING DISEASE OUT FEET - INTO GROUND 

but I te ll you what they 
could do . They could 
take s ome dirt coming 
from your shoes : j ust 
like if you had a hole 
in your shoe like that 
[ dirt would get into shoe 
through hole in shoe ] .  

And your foot track they would probably pick up [ in that way ] . And after [hole 
in sho e ]  picking i t  up , they could take that dust ,  what come from your shoes . 
And they could shake i t ,  put i t  in a box with some of thes e here pigeon eggs , ,  
and beat i t  up like tha t .  Anywhere you bury that , you have to leave town [ b e
cause pigeon flies ! ] .  And anytime you couldn ' t  stay nowhere , couldn ' t never 
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come back into the p lace where you was . 
(You mean the dirt from your shoe , any of  the dir t that stiCks to the bot tom 

of your shoe s ?  What about that hole in your shoes ? )  
Just l ike - you see , where I was , this fee t  chere , how it  was . How this f ee t  

chere of mine was [ h e  eviden tly demonstra tes foot or fee t ] .  
Well,  then, gettin '  a remedy for that?  [Here is how it  happened . ]  I walked 

out one morning and i t  had some kind of yellowish-looking s tuff on the steps . 
But I didn ' t p aid atten tion and I walked on out o f  there , going to my work . 
Well,  i t  was in the summertime and i t  was righ t  warm. Well , I had some shoes 
that cut , you know , like this [ demonstrates ] .  

(Had holes in the bot toms o f  them? )  
Yes , s i r .  Well , then , what made me heed them then was my heel started to 

hurt . I comes on back .  Well,  that heel of  mine was about that big [ demon
s trates ] .  So they carried me and they got some o f  this sugar , this white 
granulated sugar , and got s ome of this Palm of Chris tiandom. 

(Palm of  what? ) 
Pa Zm of Chris tiandom. 
(Palm of Chris tian? )  [ I  am no t corre cting informant but commenting for the 

future . Bes ides , the words are Palma Ch'Pisti "hand of  Chris t , "  the castor-oil 
plant . ] 

PaZm of Chris tian , yes . You get that anywhere through the coun try . And they 
takes that and they put that on , in hot water , j us t  as ho t as I could bear i t .  
Then after that they take some cayenne pepper and p ut it there and they soak i t .  
Then they take , after that - don ' t never wipe i t  off - you j ust  take i t  and let 
your feet hangs ove r  the water like tha t ,  and drain until it drie s . Then you 
take some of the 11PP" oil . 

(PP . Two "P ' s . " ) 
Yeah , PP oi l .  Get i t  in the drug store . You take that PP Oi l and you j ust 

take it like that , with a p iece of  cotton , you know, and ' noint i t .  But always 
' noin t  i t  going down . 

(Why ? )  
Well, that ' s  t o  draw out a l l  the swelling and a l l  the pain leaves - whatever. 

You have to rub it  like that .  [ Informan t either did not know or did not under
stand my question . You rub downwards to drive p ain or any aunjure out through 
the fee t .  Many examples o f  this o ccur in HOODOO , see No . 9 81 , p . 37 7 ,  vol . l . ] 
Well , the swelling before I ever knowed , well they had all the - I ' ll j us t lift 
it  up here . They had all this here and all down here . [ Informant demonstrates 
all this . ]  And they told me how to use i t .  Well , I got relief o f  tha t .  

(What d i d  i t  do to make your ankle swol len that way ? )  
Wel l ,  I walked i n  some yellowish-looking powder . 
(Oh ,  I see . )  
That ' s  where i t  came from. And i t  was somepin that makes your ankle itch. 

you see ; and you s cratches i t ,  you know . [New Orleans ,  La . ,  ( 839) , 1221 : 2. ) 
12564 . P ars ley what you have in the garden,  boil that and take a bath v.lth 

that, and sugar and a li ttle b i t  of Jockey Club perfwne. That ' s  very ludt,y to 
gamble . [New Orleans 1 364 : 4 . ] 

12565 . Yes , but no t the whole peanuts , the peanuts af ter they axe done 
craCked and tha t  lit tle red thing [ skin ] , you know in the hull? All that , it 
is bad luck . They cross you wi th that . [New Orleans 1145 : 5 . ] 

12566 . Git peanut hulls . An '  yo ' put salt an ' sugah with de peanut hulls . 
Bave ' em mashed up an1 yo ' sprinkle dat ovah"""'n de flo 1 , an' dat' ll waove ' em. 
[Memphis 1517 : 9 . ] 

1256 7 .  Take a dauber nes t .  
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(Just take one dauber ' s  nes t ? )  
And s even peanut hulls . 
(And seven peanut hulls . )  

And seven pods of  red pepper . 
(And s even pods of  red pepper . )  
And parch all that together and crumb le i t  up . And 

a person ' s door if  you - like i f  your husband is going 

7 PEANUT HULLS - DIRT DAUBER NES T  - 7 RED PEPPER PODS 
PARCH - CRUMBLE - SPRINKLE AT DOOR - BREAK UP AFFAIR 

then sprinkle i t  around 
over there . And sprinkle 

it around her door , and 
the path ,  anywhere where 
she goes  in and out at . 
And it will bus t them 

up . But you have to crumble i t  up fine after parching it , and j us t  sprinkle i t  
all up an d  down there . See , an d  i t  bust ' em up . They will bus t  up - an d  they 
goes - j us t  drift from p lace to p lace . 

( This wil l bus t them up ? )  
H e  will qui t her . 
You use one daub er nest and seven pods . 
(And s even pods . )  
Oh , I should have s aid that that dauber nes t was to be filled with a certain 

kind of mud , what is used to tear down . 
( The dauber nes t is to b e  filled with a certain kind of mud , I see . )  [Vicks

burg , Mis s . , ( 755) , 1032 : 7 . ] 
1256 8 .  Y o '  kin t ake one peanut and plant , 

peanut dis yeah . Well ,  yo ' kin take j es '  one 
put i t  dere . Yo ' kin p lant one 
an ' yo ' kin put j e s ' one spoon-

PEANUT - ONLY ONE PEANUT FOR YEAR - FOR SPE CIAL 
PURPOSE - FERTILIZED SPECIALLY - USE TAPROOT - PARCH 
ADD ADAM - GARLIC - CREAM OF TARTAR - GIN - CAMPHOR 
FOR THROAT CONDITION - TURN INTO TB ' S  = TUBERCULOS IS 

fulla fertilizer dere . 
Well , dat ' l l  make a b ig
ger root in de ground in 
de whole field , den if  
yo ' have p lanted i t  [pea
nut s ]  all ovah de field . 

Dem lil ' peanuts got lil ' strings out . Jes '  got one p eanut dere an ' it can ' t 
git no draft aroun ' nowheres cross de earth , but dere ' s  a great big root on 
de bottom called de [ taproot ? ] .  An ' yo ' ll see i t  [ the same thing] on de tree 
when de tree ' s  picked [ dug up ] an' ain ' t growed out [up ] . Well , dat root ' s  
right on de bottom dere . Den yo ' take dat root an ' yo ' kin parch dat root  and 
anybody ' s  got a bad co ld o r  anything , think i t  se t into TB ' s  or  somepin othah , 
j es ' boil dat root an ' put chew some Adam [Adam-and-Eve? ] in i t .  Well , Adam is 
a thing , yo ' know, dat ' s mighty good fa ' yo ' , dis garlic dat yo ' cook wi th . 
Well,  yo ' put a lil ' Adam in there an ' put a lil'  cream of tartar into any
thing dey drink . An' den put ' b out a half teaspoonful o f  gin in i t ,  an ' den 
de next thing yo ' do , put in about a spoonful of camphor an '  let it set dere 
fa ' ' bout a day or two . Den yo ' take . Dat will  release all dat [ something ] 
on yore throat dere . 

(That will cure that trouble you have? ) 
Dat' s right . [Fayet tevil le , N .  Car . , ( 1438) , 2606 : 7 . ] 
12569 . An '  yo'  kin take fo ' pegs , yo ' know. An '  cut li ttle pegs an ' put ' em 

round yore house an ' put ' em down out dere an ' say ' b out "De Lord is  mah shep

PEGS 4 - WOOD - 1 ON EACH SIDE OF HOUSE OUTSIDE 
SAY DE LORD IS MAH SHEPHERD - LAW WON ' T  BOTHER LIQUOR 

herd • • • •  " An ' de sher
iff - ah don ' t care how 
much likker an '  s tuff 
yo ' s ell , dey won ' t even 

come round . Don ' t care whut chew do dere , dey won ' t come to yore hous e .  
(How many pegs do you put down? ) 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 436 3 

Jes t git chew some lit tle wooden pegs . 
(How many did you say ? )  
Foah - an ' peg on each side o f  yore yard , an ' de sheriff won ' t even come no

where round dere . [ The pegs are at the 4 cardinal points of the compass . ]  
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 16 . ] 

125 70 .  To git a man an ' keep him,  that he can ' t git away . When he goes to 
sleep and likes he makes a rise , you know, you git you a cord s tring when it do , 

PENIS - WOMAN MEASURES - TIES 9 KNOTS IN STRING 
you measure i t  from the tip to 
the end to where it starts at , 
and you tie nine knots in that 

string and put that around your wais t .  And regardless of  what you do or what
ever he can ' t  go . He ' 11 follow you all over the world . He can ' t get away from 
you . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 855) , 135 2 : 1 . ]  

125 71 . (Well , what kind o f  a bone would they get from that man? ) 
Just any p art  of  the b ody . Mos tly they try to  get that bone down in here , 

you know , righ t  be tween your laigs . Mostly try to get that  part that ' s  kind 

MYTHICAL PENIS BONE OF MAN - FORKED ONE 
of  fork like that , you know. [ This 
is the folkore penis bone of  a man , 
supposed to be forklike . ]  Get one 

of tho se bones like that . That ' s  mos tly what they get [ from a dead man of 
course ] .  Well , any part o f  tha t b one . Well , they take i t  and dry i t  up into 
a dus t ,  or take a file and p ut i t  in your eats . That will cause a s troke . 

(That will cause a s troke , I see . )  
That [ is ]  if  your b lood ain ' t good . If  you go t good b lood , you understand , 

and your sys tem' s no t cons tipated , i t  won ' t hurt you . [Newport News , Va . , 
( 47 8 ,  Doctor Bowes ) , 498 : 2 . ] 

1257 2 .  [The former silver dime 
lord of  money during my col lecting 

of the United S tates of America was the magic 
days - the 30 ' s  and early 40 ' s  - but not far 

PENNY - OR ONE-CENT PIECE - RARE WORD BROWN MONEY 
BURN PENNY BLACK - SPIRITS OF ROSIN - FLOUR - MIX 
TIE DOUGH ROUND WAIST - WEAR FOR LUCK IN GAMBLING 

behind was the lowly copper
based penny or one-cent 
piece . This remarkab le 
coin as an awesome obj ec t  
I first heard about from my 

Pullman porter on the former Pennsylvania Rai lroad between Chester , Pa. , and 
Baltimore , Md . ,  in ri te No . 2108 , p . 6 1 1 ,  v . l .  An early l ist of  penny rites is 
given in Nos . 2108-2127 , pp . 6 11-615 . In the rites now fol lowing mos t  of them 
are new , o thers mere ly show the ub iquity of  the beliefs . I shal l b egin with 
the new ] : 

Take de brown money we call de pennies , lil ' pennies , yo ' know , an ' burn it 
till it  git real b lack , one penny. An' git some spirits of rosin - it grows 
when de turpentine run yo ' know - an ' put in some f lour . Mix it toge ther , 
flour dough , an ' mix i t  toge ther an ' then tie i t  round yore ·waist , an ' carry 
i t  wit chew an ' yo ' ll b e  lucky . 

( Lucky in what? ) 
In gamb ling .  
(You j ust burn this penny until i t  i s  b lack? ) 
Yes . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 1692 : 7 . ] 
125 7 3 . Well ,  de only thing ah knows ' bout de pennies proposition , dey 

takes - j es '  all dey takes is one cent - an '  nail it down by de do '  fo ' if yo ' 

REVER SWEEP OUT CUSTOMER' S TRACKS OVER DOOR PENNY 
want p lenty custoller tub 
come into a s to ' , anything . 
Don ' nevah sweep a person ' s  

tracks out , outa de s to ' . Always gathah them ins ide of de sto ' . Dat bring 
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p lenty trade , dem pennies [ this was during the Great Dep ression ] .  [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , ( 1364) , 2407 . ] 

125 74 . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' 
speak tuh anybody , yo ' kin 

don ' t want nobody tub yore hous e ,  don ' t want tub 
take yo ' a penny - j es '  a penny is brassy - an '  yo ' 

BEFORE SUNRISE - VISIT GRAVEYARD - PICK UP DIRT IN 
THE 3 HOLY NAMES - RUB OVER A PENNY UNTIL IT SHINES 
PENNY IS PUT AT DOOR TO KEEP OUT UNWANTED PERSONS 

kin rub it an' rub it till 
i t  gi ts shiny . An '  de 
penny whut yo'  rubb in ' -
den yo ' go tuh de grave-

de Lord an '  de Father� de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost. 
rub s dat penny wit de dust until it  gits shiny . 

(What do you do with that then? ) 

yard dus t :  In de Name of 
Well , yo '  rubs dat penny ,  

[ I  shut the machine o f f  befo re recording the answer , but the penny is probably 
nailed at the door . This could be my only example of using graveyard dir t  as a 
scouring ma terial ! ]  [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1320 ) , 2264 : 2 . ] 

125 75 . Fo ' luck . Yo ' j es ' take a penny an ' yo ' tack i t  right under de piece 
right by yore do ' - right in fron t  de do ' - where de folks walk backwards an ' 

HOUSE LUCK OR GUARDIAN PENNY - TACK HIDDEN AT DOOR 
farwards cross it . Yo ' 
j e s '  tack it where nobody 
won ' t take i t  up , where 

dey wouldn' t see i t  [ or step on it either , 
the tread . Normally this coin is reposed , 

(Wha t will that do then , for  you? ) 
Make luck fo ' yore house . 
(For customers ? )  
Yes , an '  keep yore house lucky . 

becaus e i t  is under the overhang of  
if  t rade is  wanted ] .  

Jes ' lak ah ' fore te ll yo ' [ told you before ] about dat same potash an ' ' bout 
dis penny , dat makes luck fo ' yore house . 

(Keeps the law away . )  
Yes s ir ,  de revenuers . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1249 ) , 2123 : 3 . ] 
125 76 . De pillah yo ' s leep on - j es '  lak ah sleep on a pillah , ah have a 

penny in dat pillah , see , in dat cloth right in dat pillah , an ' all ah have to 

PENNY - IN PILLOW - CAN SLEEP - NO HAG RIDING 
do is j es '  put mah haid on dat 
pillah an' s leep . 
( S leep all night . )  [ This un

doubt edly is a rite to prevent a hag from riding you . In hag ri tes a penny is 
not general ly used , though we have copper in No . 5 27 ,  p . 15 6 , v . l . ] [ Florence , 

PENNY DOWN AT DOOR OR 
HORSESHOE OVER DOOR FOR HAUNTS 

Yo ' j e s ' nail a penny down in 
ha ' nts . 

S . Car . , ( 1308) , 2213 : 8 . ] 
125 7 7 . Use pennies fo ' j es '  lak yore house 
is ha ' nted . 
(What do they do with that? ) 

Well , j es '  lak yo ' been keeping house an ' yo ' 
go t  a penny nailed down in de front door de re .  

de f ront do ' dere , an ' yo ' be prevented from dose 

(You can see them then if they [ come] into the house . ) 
[Prevent because they will not enter . ] 
Oh, sure , sure . Or either put a horseshoe up over dere [po ints to door ] . 

Sa.e of ' em put a horseshoe up ovah de head of de do ' , real ole- fashioned horse
shoe ( that was worn by a horse ] .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (991) , 159 9 : 10 . ] 

12578 . Said dey would take a penny - couple o f  pennies - drive one in de 
badk (door] and one in de front . Dey ' ll go and dey git some kinda o il out de 
drug store , yo ' understand , and they pour it in there [hole to re ceive coin ] 
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PENNY : FIRST PREPARE DOORS ILLS - FRONT AND BACK 
WITH SPECIAL DRUGSTORE OIL - DRIVE 2 PENNIES - LAW 

and they drive i t  down and 
that will [ stop the law ] . 
You wil l  s top [ it ]  at de 
[ door and ] it won ' t  pas s ,  

i t  won ' t come . [ Las t 3 b racke ts supply words eliminated by bad recording . ]  
[Jacksonville ,  Fla . , (606) ,  785 : 7 . ] 

125 79 . -. Yo '  git chew two pennies 
two do ' s  to i t .  An '  yo ' take an '  -

if  i t  happen dat chure p lace o f  business got 
take one penny an ' go to yore back do ' an '  

PENNIES 2 :  1 AT BACK DOOR - TAIL UP 
1 AT FRONT DOOR - HEAD UP - LOOKING IN 

stick a hole  in it  [ door or coin? ] an' 
turn de haid - or turn de tails up .  
See , tail i t  up . Den at chure front 
do ' den ,  yo ' take an ' turn de haid in 

[ looking into p lace of b usiness ] .  An' dey say dat will keep de law away , s ee ,  
den,  from b o thering yo ' place o f  business . 

(On the back door the tail is up and on the front door the head is up . )  
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1058) , 17 18 : 5 . ] 

125 80 . Take a penny - any copper coin - must 
an ' put da t penny right a t  de right hand steps . 

ONE PENNY BURY UNDER RIGHT S IDE OF OUTS I DE STEPS 
SECOND INSIDE ON LEFT - HOLE FOR MADE IN CARPET 

be copper , sompin like a penny , 
Make no difference whut direc

tion it  lay in . But ch ew  
bury d a t  penny somewhere 
where yo ' would know where 
it would be - yo ' could put 

somepin down dere to [ so that you could find ] i t .  An '  den right at de end of  
de  do ' - yo ' see  dat ' s  de  outside - j es ' as yo ' come in de  do ' - make no differ
ence whe re de rug be - dey have a rug or somepin dere under [on ]  de floor , an ' 
yo '  put a ho le in dat an' nail i t  down dere . Dat wil l keep dem away from dere . 

(That is the se cond p enny , you mean? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  de second penny . Dat ' s  all . Yo ' want one outside , right to de -

j e s ' lak yo ' coming up [ to the steps ] dat mus t  b e  to de right [ s ide ] o f  de 
s teps . Make no difference whut direction de s teps in . Dis penny must b e  to de 
right o f  de s teps , an ' de o ther one [penny ] must b e  to de oppos i te side - de 
right side o f  de do ' [ looking out , but inside penny is to left as you enter ] .  

(You mean as you come in the s teps , the penny mus t b e  buried to the right 
hand as you are coming in? ) 

Yes , i t  make no difference j es '  so i t ' s  to de right hand but right under de 
s teps . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1046 ) , 170 2 : 3 . ] 

12581 . Ah heard i f  ah wanted yo ' to go crazy ovah me , j es ' git  two pennies 
an ' burn ' em in sulphur , an ' when ah git through b urning , take ' em an ' clean ' em 

PENNIES 2 - BURN IN SULPHUR - CLEAN - MAN KEEP ONE 
GIVES O'mER TO WOMAN - AS LONG AS HE KEEPS SHE STAYS 

off good , an' give one 
tuh de girl an ' yo ' keep 
one . An '  don ' t chew 
spend de one which yo '  

have , yo ' j es '  keep i t .  I f  she spend hers ' n  dat ' ll b e  all right , but chew keep 
yores . 

(What wil l that do then? ) 
Dat will make her crazy about chew ' long as yo ' keep dat penny . [Waycross , 

Ga . ,  ( 1065) , 17 2 3 : 13 . ] 
125 82 .  Now heah ' s  one good fo ' dat ,  

kin use j es ' a common penny . Yo ' drive 
if yo ' wanted tuh keep de law away . Yo ' 
one down at de front do ' an' one at de 

PENNIES 2 - 1 AT FRONT DOOR - 1 AT BACK DOOR - CAN 
RED DEVIL LYE - 9 HOLE IN - POLICE CANNOT WALK OVER 

b ack, an' den yo' take a 
can Red Devil lye an' yo ' 
would drive nine holes in 
dat an '  yo ' would bury 
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dat neah where yuh people would pass ovah i t .  
keep away de law an ' yo ' don ' t b e  bothered wi t 

An '  dat ' s  been a suah one tuh 
de law.  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1086 ) , 

1754 : 7 . ] 
125 83 .  Yo ' 

back , nai l one 
take three pennie s an ' nail one a t  de fron t door , nail one at de 
in de middle [ door ] .  Well if dey comes in dis [way ] , le t ' em  

PENNIE S 3 - 1 AT EACH DOOR : FRONT - MIDDLE - BACK 
AS PEOPLE COME IN - SWEEP THEIR DUS T INTO LAST 
CORNER - SUNRISE CORNER [EAST SIDE ] OF HOUSE - CAN 
BE BURNED - BETTER BURIED - FRIENDLY WITH CUSTOMERS 

always come in dis way an ' 
yo ' sweep . As yo ' [ they ] 
come in dis way , yo ' know 
yo ' sweep up [ after them ] . 
Yo ' sweep de dus t from 
dere fee t back in de cor

nab . An ' aftah yo ' gi ts i t  al l · dere , have yo ' a b o t t le [ j ar ] , j es '  pick i t  up 
an ' put i t  in, an ' i f  anything i t ' s  a bet tah thing to take i t  an ' bury i t ,  but 
chew kin put it in a bo ttle [ j ar ]  an ' burn it . [ By jar I mean a bo ttle with a 
wide mouth . ] But i t ' s  best to bury i t .  [ Burning a person ' s  foot dust could 
cause troub le ! ]  

Dat ' ll keep peop le coming intuh yo re p lace - keep friends . [ S t .  Peters
burg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7) , 15 82 : 8 . ] 

125 84 . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wus sel lin ' likkah or 
de law tuh run in on yo ' . Whut ah used tuh do . 

anythin' lak dat an ' don ' t want 
Dey told me tuh take s ix pen

PENNIE S  6 :  3 PENNIES BURY AT FORKS OF ROAD AT SUNRISE 
PRAY - OTHER 3 PENNIES GIVE TO WICKED OR NEEDY PERSON 
ALL SAME DAY - RETURN HOME - SAY PRAYERS - NO POLICE 

nies an ' go early in 
de mawnin' j es '  at sun
rise tuh de fo ' k  o f  a 
road , bury three [pen
nies ] an ' say a prayah . 

Goes on tuh some wicked person , or some needy pers on , an '  give de o thah three 
pennies tuh da t needy pe rson . Goes on b ack home an '  say mah prayers , say , an ' 
dey [ police ] won ' t worry yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1217) , 20 70 : 9 . ] 

125 85 . An '  then you kin take a new b ag an ' put 9 pennies in i t ,  9 � 
pennies . Put a whole head o f  garlic an ' a lit tle sugar . An '  tie i t  up � 
the door . That will keep al l law out of  the house . [Memphis 1544 : 3 . ] 

12586 . Some times a penny is us ed to keep from being poisoned. I f  you are 
poisoned, the penny turns green . [ Baltimore , but informant 15 3 from Charlo t te 
Co . ,  Va . ,  60 : 1 . ] 

1258 7 .  Heard o f  ' em  us in ' a penny for such as drawin ' poison out of  yo re 
fee t ,  i f  yo ' stick a nai l or sompin in yore fee t . Yo ' set  a penny on i t  an ' 
dat ' ll draw i t  out . [Wils on 266 7 : 4 . ]  

1258 8 .  Ah ' ve seen dis trie d ,  takin ' a penny an ' bo ' a ho le in de penny , an ' 
put dis penny right at de do ' s tep . An '  yo ' always will have luck an '  de law 
wil l nevah interfere witcha - no t cons tan tly . Some time dey come by - dey have 
to , see . [Waycross 1742 : 9 . ] 

125 89 . De people , da t  run dese gamblin '  j oints an ' all , plays wit a few 
li ttle gamb lahs . Dey take a penny an ' put - nail one in de centah heah at de 
fron t do ' ,  j es '  where de peop le goin' in an ' out - see . Dey do dat fo ' luck . 
Dey say i f  de money comes in it s tays . 

( Just the one penny on the door? )  
Yeah . [ Florence 218 2 : 5 . ]  
12590 . (Take a penny? ) 
Uh-huh , an ' take a smal l nail an ' drive ' em dere righ t  in de middl e o f  de 

do ' . Yo ' ll always have cust omers - fo ' likkah ah know . [ B runswick 20 22 : 3:] 
1259 1 .  (You take a copper penny . One ? )  
Oh yes . Lay one at each do ' - a copper penny , one . An '  nail one in each do ' 

an ' yo ' know , yo ' wil l draw customers . 
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[The law was added after machine turned of f . ] 
(That will keep the law away , too ? )  
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville 25 39 : 7 . ] 
12 59 2 . ( Get you a penny ? )  

4 36 7 

Yes sir , an' nail i t  in de center o f  yore do ' . I f  yo ' don ' cover i t  up , yo ' 
might j es ' fix i�ss it in some way ] . Jes ' nail i t  in de center of yore 
do ' , a penny in money . Nail it in de center of yore do ' .  De law ain' t hardly 
goin ' come up dere . [ This center-of- the-door rite - it has j ust  occurred to 
me - is a type of quincunx rite because the bottom of the door space or the 
saddle , i f  one , forms an ob long . ]  [ S avannah 2 135 : 12 . ] 

1259 3 .  Yo ' ever see ' bout a penny? Dey take a penny an' nai l ' em tuh de 
front do ' . Wel l,  dey take p enny an1 nail ' em  right down to def'ront dO"':' 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat will keep ' em [ law ] back dere . [ Brunswick 20 19 : 3 . ] 
12594 . Take a penn; an' nail it in de center of dat do ' ,  an' a penny in de 

center of yore back do . Now da t 1 s  tuh he ' p  keep de law offa yo ' . [ Florence 
2270 : 9 . ] 

12595 . Yo ' kin take a penny an ' nail it down tuh each one o f  yore do ' s  an' 
won ' t no sheri ff  or nuthin come on yuh . [Waycross 1870 : 13 . ] 

125 9 6 . She was working fer a priva te family , three of ' em working together 
and one of ' em  was very disagreeab le and dis was de cook . We ll , an' de other 

one was de maid and one was 
PEPPER ON FLOOR BY WASHWOMAN - ATIER COOK ' S  JOB de washwoman . We ll,  dis 

washwoman she didn ' t like de 
cook an ' every night and every time she ' d  gi t a chance , she would go in de ki t
chen an ' sprinkle peppah around de floor in order to make de white lady fire her 
and p robab ly give her de cook j ob and git another washwoman . We ll,  dey linger 
and linger and all like dat unti l finally dis girl did break a valuable di sh 
and she los t  her j ob and dis girl dat was washing she go t de j ob ,  sure enuff 
and dey go t another washwoman . Dese peop le tried to locate her but she was 
gone to New York [by ] that time . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (550) , 6 89 : 1 . ] 

1259 7 .  I f  they have a place [ as a cook ] an ' this cook who cooked keeps on 
comin ' back, well when she comes back to your place there , the [ cook ' s ]  o ld 
place , don ' t choo unders tand , well the way you ' d do . You ' d git you black 
pepper an' sprinkle it � that hot stove , turn your back and throw it over 
your left shoulder . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 348) , 29 1 : 4 . ] 

125 9 8 .  Jes 1 lak ah come to yore house an' ah misplace sompin of yores . When 
ah le ave , yo ' won ' t be mad wit me in one way , an '  den in anothah way yo ' will . 

But s til l yo ' goin ' be 
CAYENNE PEPPER BURN IN HER FIRE - IF SHE OFFEND YOU laughin' an ' talkin ' tuh 

me . Wel l,  dere ain ' t  but 
one thing yo ' go tta do . Dat is tuh carry yo ' a lit tle b i t  of peppah in yore 
pocket an ' throw it in dat fire , an ' ah ' ll forge t an ' speak about sompin 
nothah - ah ' l l go git i t  dere an' show it tuh yo ' an ' den yo ' ll know it ' s  yores . 
But i t  got ta be red cayenne peppah , dat ground-up peppah . See , yo ' j es '  put 
some of dat in a piece o f  papah see . An '  yo ' go tuh dat person ' s  house , yo ' 
know j es '  vis i tin' yo ' see , an ' i t  j es '  migh t be  in de wintahtime or soaepin 
othah - dey go t a fish in de s tove . Yo ' make out [ pre tend ] lak yo ' vanta light 
out de s tove . Yo ' drop some of dat papah [holding pepper ] in dere . See , ah ' ll  
fo ' git , so busy talkin ' tuh yo ' . S ay ,  "Oh ,  yo ' know ah go t sech-an ' -sech a 
thing , ah wanta show i t  to yo ' .  Shore is purty . "  [ Brunswick, (1211) , 2049 : 2 . ] 

12599 . Now a fellow told me , said , that if a person , no matter if they a 
woman or who i t  was ; said , i f  you get cayenne pepper and some - yes , cayenne 
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NAME OR HAVE PERSON IN MIND - GO TO NORTH WINDOW OF 
HOUSE - THROW OUT CAYENNE PEPPER SAYING : f2Q, YOU 
SON OF A BITCH� gQ - THAT PERSON WILL NEVER RETURN 

a hi tch ,  go . "  They say she ' 1 1  go and never will come 
go and they never will come back . 

(You throw i t  out the window? )  
Yes , throw i t  out de window on de side of  house • • •  

pepper , I think it  was -
and go to de north winder 
[window ] of your hous e and 
take i t  and s ling it out 
and say , " Go ,  you son-of
back , o r  de pe rson will 

[ I  stopped machine but turn it on for los t  words . ]  
(North side of the hous e ,  but you mus t get red pepper? )  
Yes . 
(I  see , i f  you want to get rid o f  a woman or ge t rid o f  anybody . )  [ E lizabe th 

City , N .  Car . , (441) , 4 12 : 2 . ] 
1 2600 . An ' den anothah thing dat 

dat will b reak up a man an' a woman . 
chew kin do , to cause ' sturbance in de home 

Yo ' kin take dis cayenne peppeh an ' some 

RED PEPPER FROM GARDEN DRY AND MASH - ADD CAYENNE 
PEPPER - PUT IN PIECE OF PAPER OR CLOTH - TIE - BURY 
IT IN SOMEONE ' S HEARTH BY TAKING UP A BRICK - WHEN 
FIRE LIGHTED - THIS PEPPER BREAKS UP MAN AND WOMAN 

red peppah out de garden. 
Le t dis [ garden ] peppah 
dry an ' get dis [ cayenne ] 
peppah an ' mash i t  all up 
togethah , an '  put it  in a 
piece of papah or e i thah 

a piece o f  clo th .  I t  will do i t  bettah i f  i t  a piece o f  cloth . An '  roll i t  up 
an' tie i t  up good . An ' den yo ' , i f  yo ' kin gi t in de house , git somebody tuh 
bury i t  in de hearth . Jes ' take up a brick yo ' know an' place i t  undah dat 
brick , so when dey ' ll build a fiah ,  i t  will keep dat stuff warm. An '  yo ' b e  
su' prised at de racke t yo '  heah i n  da t house yo ' self . I t wil l be a few days 
b efo ' yo ' see [ them] go ap art . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car. , ( 1442) , 2611 : 2 . ] 

12601 . Ah sai d  when a person is not • • •  de b lood ' s  no t righ t  and dey [ s exual 
disease ] ' tack [ attack ] yore man an '  yo ' don ' wan t him with yo ' an ' yo ' have 

IF MAN HAS SOCIAL DISEASE - WOMAN WANTS HIM TO LEAVE 
SHE BURNS RED PEPPER - WHICH DISEASE CANNOT TOLERATE 

been gi t tin' money outa 
him , why yo ' could burn 
peppah , red peppah in 
yore home , an ' that ' ll 

make him flee ' way from there an ' he won ' t come back heah no mo ' . 
(If  he ' s  do ing wha t you said? )  
If he b een ' tackin ' [ attacking ] yo ' , wanta g o  with chew [ sexual ly ] an ' his 

b lood is not right . He ' s  fulla disease . 
(That ' s  the way to get rid of  him? ) 
Yessuh . 
(He ' s a ttacking you, you say? ) 
Yeah, he tryin ' tub see , yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' been gittin ' [ getting ] money 

outa him but den his b lood is not fitten fo ' yo ' tub have him . Yo ' burn red 
peppah an ' he will go ' way from yo re home an' yo ' won ' t be havin ' no trouble 
' bout him no mo ' . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (9 4 1) , 15 24 . ]  

12602 . Got some kinda bad disease , yo '  know , an ' yo ' wanta find out is yo ' 
got de bad disease , take some red pepper an' j e s t  go in, lak a crowd is sittin' 

SCATrER RED PEPPER - SEX-DISEASED PERSON LEAVES ROOM 

chairs , an ' de one go t de b ad disease will gi t up an ' 
Fla . ,  (999) , 1616 : 8 . ] 

in heah . Yo ' kin go in 
an' j es '  scatter that red 
peppah yo ' know round de 

go . [ S t .  Petersburg , 

12603 .  Take red peppah ,  j is ' take i t  an '  sprinkle i t  ovah de s tove where yo ' 
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cook at , sprinkle red peppah in de s tove or ei thah throw i t  in de fiah . 

RED PEPPER SPRINKLED INTO STOVE OR FIRE - LAW AWAY 

MAN CAN RID HIMSELF OF RIVAL FOR GIRL 
BY RED PEPPER IN TOE OF RIVAL ' S  SHOE 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dey won' come neah dere . 
(That will keep the law 
away? )  
Sho ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 940) , 15 22 : 3 . ] 
1 2604 . So , well , ah goes 
on to another man den , an ' 
he learnt me some things 

about how to run a person away from yore p lace of bus iness . Lak if yo ' loved 
a girl friend an ' if  yo ' don ' t wanta be bo thered wi t dis fellah an ' he look 
like he gi tting de bes t holt [hold on her ] , dis fel lah tole me to gi t red pep
p er an ' manage some kind o f  way to slip i t  into de toe of his shoe . See , an ' 
dat will run him away from dis place , an ' everywhere he go - everywhere he ' d 
gi t to her j es '  couldn' t res ' , he j es '  had to keep agoin ' . Well ,  dat ' s de way 
to ge t rid o f  a person , i f  yo ' b o thered wi th ' em an ' don ' t want to be bothered 
wi th ' em .  Dat ' s  de way to get rid o f  dem . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (995) , 
1606 : 13 . ] 

1 2605 . Now , secondly , the next thing 
per , black p epper and take that and bury 

is to do , that is , to ge t cayenne pep
it wi th Zirriburger root. 

CAYENNE PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - LIMBURGER ROOT 
BURY UNDER VI CTIM' S STEPS - LAY FIREPLACE BRICK 
ACROSS ROOTS - [ RARE ! ] - VI CTIM MOVES 3- 7 DAYS 

(What kind of  roo t ? )  
Lirriburger root .  
(Lirriburger root? ) 
Yeah ,  Zimburger root . [ Root 
wi th a s trong odor , probab ly 

so  called by some roo t seller . ]  You put those three mixes together and you go 
right under the s tep , and dig a hole and bury i t  and cover i t  up , and put that 
fire b rick - if you can get it - righ t  across i t .  [The fireplace is taken out 
to the s teps ! ]  And i t  has a tendency from two to - from three to seven days . 
Some times they moves . 

(They what? ) 
They move out . [New Orleans , La . ,  (811) , 116 9 : 2 . ] 
12606 . (Will you tell me that again? ) 
Ge t some whi te lodes tone , and when they go , go to  the porch and sprinkle i t ,  

and then come back and ge t some incense and burn i t  and ge t the ashes o ff i t ,  
and mix it  up wi th cayenne pepper . That ' s  what I hear ' em say ,  now, I don ' t 

AFTER PERSON LEAVES - SPRINKLE WHITE LODESTONE AFTER 
BURN INCENSE - MIX ASHES WITH CAYENNE PEPPER - PliT 
UNDER HIS DOORSTEP - HE CANNOT STAY THERE - LEAVES 

know . I haven ' t  d id 
[ i t ] . 
( I  unders tand , I under
s tand . )  

pepper and put i t  under their doors tep 
there . That pepper will cause them to 
to s tay [ away ] . They ' ll wander away . 

Mix i t  up with cayenne 
and that will make them - they can ' t  s tay 
leave and that lodes tone will cause them 
[Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 745) , 1015 : 1 . ]  

1260 7 .  ( I f  anybody is a t  your house , you 
s ay ? )  COFFEE GROUNDS - SNUFF - RE D  PEPPER 

SPRINKLE NEAR UNWANTED GUEST - GOES Yeah , an ' yo ' want ' em tuh go . Dey j is '  
company an ' yo ' don ' want dere company . 

Yo' ll mix yo ' up some cof fee grounds , snuff , red peppah , an' yo ' be ' s  walkin ' 
around ri ght where dey a t , where dey got ta pass any business [and you sprinkle 
this ] an' dey go in ' go away an '  dey ain ' t comin' back dere no mo ' . Dey ain ' t 
comin ' back dere to your house . [Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3025 : 7 . ] 
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LYE - RED PEPPER - HEARTS COWGNE 
THROW BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON 

1260 8 .  Jes ' plain lye and this here Hearts 
Co logne , and put a mixture of tha t toge ther 
and put red pepper in i t ,  and throw it away 
from the house . Chase it  [b ill collector , 

law, e tc . ] away dey claim dey never would come back .  
(Keep them away from around the house . )  [Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , (55 2) , 6 90 : 6 . ] 
12609 . I know my b rother did i t .  You kin take a pound o f  b lack pepper - dis 

grain [whole ] pepper - and a pound of sugar . And you kin s i t  down and bite dis 

POUND OF BLACK PEPPERCORNS - POUND OF SUGAR - NEW 
BITE PEPPER GRAINS WANTED - MIX WITH SUGAR - JOB 

POUND OF BLACK PEPPERCORNS - POUND OF BROWN SUGAR 
BOTII NEW - BITE SOME PEPPERCORNS IN TWO - MIX WITH 
BROWN SUGAR - TO KEEP LAW AWAY - AT SUNRISE THROW 
COMING OUT OF HOUSE - AT SUNSET THROW ENTERING HOUSE 

pepper and sugar toge ther 
and put i t  in your pocket 
and go on the j ob .  The 
man will give you a j ob .  
(You say your brothe r did 
that? )  
Yes sir . [Norfo lk ,  Va . , 
( 4 7 6 ) , 49 3 : 3 . ] 
12610 . Dis pepper and 
salt , i t ' ll work two or 
three ways . At sunris e , 
see , you throw i t  going 
out de house ; at sunse t ,  

throw i t  coming in de house , and bootleggers wi ll never bother you .  
(You mean the law , i f  you are bootleggers ? )  
Yes , I mean the law will never bo ther you . I did dat in Feb ruary right  dere 

on Henry s tree t .  
(Well , now ,  how would you us e  that  p epper now? ) 
Jes ' take de grain [who le ] pepper and b i t  i t  in two with your teeth - in half 

with your tee th and mix i t ,  as much as you want of it , wi th a pound box . S ee , 
i f  it ' s  a pound box,  a pound o f  dat [who le black pepper ]  and a pound o f  de b rown 
sugar . When you b i t  dis grain pepper half in two , well you mix it  together . 
Well ,  if you don ' t wan t de law to b o ther you , at s unrise see , you throw it  com
ing out of de house ; at sunse t ,  throw i t  coming in de house . An '  de laws will 
never bother you . 

(That will make the law s tay away . )  
12611. And ge t you a pound of b rown 

there ' s  somepin else goes with i t  - and 

[Norfo lk, Va . , ( 4 76 ) , 49 3 : 4 . ] 
sugar and a pound o f  b lack pepper and -
a pound o f  salt . And you gets that 

POUND OF WHOLE BLACK PEPPER - POUND OF BROWN SUGAR 
POUND OF SALT - ALL 3 NEW - BITE SOME BLACK PEPPERS 
MIX THE 3 - SCATTER IN HOUSE DAY AND NIGHT - NO LAW 

pound of  grain [whole ] 
b lack pepper and you chew 
i t  - b i tes i t  up . Goes 
through the house and mix 
i t  all to gether and sp read 

some in your house every morning and night and he won ' t come dere . 
(What is that supposed to do then? ) 
Keep the law away from the house . [Norfolk ,  Va . , ( 49 0) , 5 25 : 9 . ] 
12612 . Take sugah an' peppah an ' sprinkle it down in dere an ' dey ' ll fus s 

all de time . 
( This man and woman will fuss and figh t ? )  
Yes sir , dey ' ll f us s  an' fight all de time , long as dat sugah an ' s tuff s tays 

round in dere . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1843 : 7 . ] 
126 13 . Whut yo ' go t ta do 

RED PEPPER AND SUGAR BEHIND PERSON - WILL NOT RETURN tuh keep de law away , yo ' 
gotta use dat sugah an ' 

dat cayenne peppah . Dat sugah an' c ayenne peppah will keep ' em away . Ji� throw 
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it  at ' em when dey come in [ ! ] .  Yo ' ain ' t go t nuthin tuh do but yo ' got sompin 
round dis way . [Memphis ,  

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR BURNED AT HOUSE - CONFUSION 
Tenn . , ( 9 36 ) , 1515 : 8 . ] 
126 14 . Ah ' ve heard peop le 
s ay yo ' could take red pep-

house . Yo ' know red peppah is fusain ' anyway 
an '  throw i t  around de house . Or ei thah burn 
de scent of i t ,  chew know . 

p ah an' throw it round de 
[ causes a fuss ] .  Take red peppah 
i t  an ' sulphur where dey kin git 

(What would that do to them , then? ) 
I t  would cause confusion an ' fusain ' an ' fights . [Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , 

( 1411) , 25 34 : 14 . ] 
12615 . Take re d pepper an '  sulphur , put i t  in a lit tle bag ,  put i t  all to

ge ther , sew i t  up . An '  yo ' lay i t  right down at de s tep where yo ' have to walk 
over i t ,  goin' in an' comin ' out .  Dat ' ll make yo ' [man and woman ] separate sure 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SEW INTO BAG 
LAY UNDER STEPS - SEPARATION IN HOUSE 

SULPHUR AND RED PEPPER IN BOTH SHOES 
WALK OVER ANYTHING WITHOUT BEING HURT 

as de worl ' [ goes round or something ] .  
(That will cause confus ion ? )  
That will cause confus ion de re . Bust 
up . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 105 7) , 
1716 : 10 . ] 
126 16 . Wel l ,  when yo ' know [ someone ] 
goin ' harm yo ' ,  c omin ' to yore house 
tuh harm yo ' , der e ain ' t nuthin fo ' yo ' 

tuh do , but j es '  take yore shoes o f f , b oth yore shoes , an ' put chew some sul
phur an ' red peppah in ' em an ' wear ' em ,  an ' yo ' kin walk ovah anything . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1308) , 2212 : 5 . ] 

126 1 7 .  Go tuh de drugsto ' an ' git 
cayenne peppah - ground-up peppah an' 

chew a box of  new sulphur an '  [new ]  red 
yo ' mix dat sulphur an ' dat peppah up to

NEW SULPHUR - NEW RED PEPPER - MADE INTO BALL 
WEAR IN CALF OF LEG - CAN WALK OVER CUNJURE 

gethah , an' yo ' take i t  an ' make 
a lit tle b all - jes ' a little 
ball . An' yo ' tie i t  in de calf 

de sock .  An' sprinkle a lit tle b i t  in yore 
dat [cunju� ] won ' t go up through dat dere . 

(What will tha t do ? )  

o f  de laig - in de knee part in 
shoe an '  nuthin won ' t go up de re -

Dat will keep yo ' from ke tchin ' whut dey put down [ for you to walk over ] .  
[ Sumte r , s .  Car . , ( 136 8) , 24 20 : 14 . ] 

126 18 . Wel l ,  dey kin take dis heah red peppah , take dis sulphur and , i f  he ' s  
dere in de house ,  don ' t [ le t ]  him know nothin ' about i t ,  she kin make about 9 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SHE MAKES 9 TRIPS ROUN ' 
CIRCUMAMBULATES ? HOUSE - MAKES OATH - MAN LEAVES 

room an ' put it in dere where he don ' t [won ' t ] see 
too hot fo ' h im .  He ' s  go tta go . 

trips roun ' [ circumambulates ] 
her house w i th dis s tuff and 
make a oath .  An ' take dis 
s tuff  an '  carry i t  in her 
i t ,  an '  dat room will git 

(Tha t is the way a woman can ge t rid of her husb and . )  
Yassuh , da t ' s  de way a woman do to git rid o f  her husband . [ St .  Petersburg , 

Fla . ,  ( 995) , 6 0 7 : 3 . ] 
12619 . Dey say yo ' takes 

gethah an ' weah dat under de 
red peppah , gunpowdah , an '  sulphah , an' mix dat to
b o ttom of yore shoe an ' anythin ' . yo '  walk ovah dat 

won ' t take no effec t on yo ' .  Yo ' see , red 
BED PEPPER - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER peppah , gunpowdah , an '  sulphah . [ Fayette-
IN SHOES - CAN WALK OVER ANYTHING ville , N .  Car . , ( 139 6 ) , 25 10 : 7 . ] 
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126 20 . Red peppah ,  brims tone , sulphur an ' burn i t  an' b low de smoke [ towards 
house ] nex' to ' em an ' [ if people there ] don ' be in dey house - but if  yo ' burn 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - NAME : BURN IN YOUR 
HOUSE - BLOW SMOKE TOWARDS NEXT-DOOR HOUS E TO CAUSE 
CONFUS ION - OR GET WORN GARMENT FROM NEXT-DOOR HOUS E 
WRAP IN IT THAT RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE AND 
BURY IN THE WOODS UNDER ROTTEN LOG - TO TEAR UP HOME 

it , yo ' kin burn it in 
yore own house an '  name 
i t  an '  b low it nex ' 
their house . Or git 
some o f  de garments of  
de house o r  s omep in 
othah out of de house 

j es ' s ince i t ' s been worn . Well , yo ' git a garment an ' then yo ' wrop de brim
s tone , sulphur an '  red peppah , an '  wrop up in de garment . Take de garments to 
de woods an' bury i t  undah an ' ole ro tten log , an ' that ' ll tear de home up 
altoge thah . 

(You mean after this s tuff is burnt? )  
Yes , in dat ole garment , j es '  since i t  somepin out de house . Den de peop le 

all in de house - de man or de woman - wel l ,  yo ' j es '  take it an '  bury it in 
de woods undah a ole rot ten log . 

( Tha t  is after you burn all that s tuff? ) 
Yes , put i t  in that garment .  [Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 24 : 6 1 . ] 
126 2 1 .  I f yo ' wants tub draw de customers to de place , yo ' git some sulphur 

an ' burn dat sulphur in de fo ' corne rs of de house or de s to '  an ' den take some 

PEPPER [BLACK] - SALT - SALTPETER - UNDER DOORS TEPS 
SULPHUR BURN IN 4 CORNERS HOUSE OR ON STOVE - TRADE 

de cus tomers . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 71) , 215 1 : 7 . ] 

sulphur an ' s al t  an ' b lack 
pepper an' put right in 
de do ' underneat ' de 
s teps an ' dat will draw 

126 2 2 .  I f  you mix cayenne p epper , sulphur , asafetida and sprinkle this com
pound in the 4 corners o f  a �, the person living in it will move out . [ Rich
mond , 29 3 : 2 . ] 

12623 . A man said i f :  I could take a needle and 3 grains of  pepper , red 
pepper , de seed of i t ,  and some water and put in it , and s alt , and then a few 

3 RED PEPPER SEED - FEW GRAINS BLACK PEPPER - SALT 
IN BOTTLE - ADD WATER - DROP IN NEEDLE - ON LEAVING 
HOME SHAKE BOTTLE WHILE SAYING , "GOOD LUCK AND GOOD 
PRO SPIRE" [PROSPERITY ] - YOU WILL REALLY GET A JOB 

grains o f  b lack pepper .  
An d  take that needle and 
s tick i t  down in tha t 
bot tle . And when you get 
ready to  go out ,  you go 
and take that bot tle up 

and j is '  shake [ a  magic act ] it up and say ,  " Good luck and good prospire" 
[ p rospe ri ty ] .  And go out . And he said , "You get a j ob . "  The man that told 

me that • • •  and I declare I went and did it , I fixed it up ,  and I declare I git 
the j ob ,  the one I got now . And I ' ve been wi th it over a year . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , { 2 42) , 240 : 8+85 . ]  

126 24 . S i ft or crush red pepper pod at door or gate to protect against my 
evil . [ Fredericksburg ,  by  Ediphone , informant half-grown boy when Civil War 
began and was living in what  was to become the B loody Triang le when Lee and 
Grant met ne ar Frederi cksburg , Va . I have a numb er of  ri tes from him, but can
not find his numb er at the moment . ]  

126 25 . Sprinkle red pepper and sulphur in yard to .!2J1. any cunjure "plante d" 
there . [Wilmington 1 35 : 4+85 . ]  

126 26 . [ I f someone ] fixes de house , all you do is put some red peppah in de 
ground and then le ft  i t .  

(Where would you put this red pepper? ) 
In de ground right to de door . Dat s catter dem from dere . 
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(That makes them move . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (543) , 6 78 : 3 . ] 
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126 27 . Git some c ayenne peppah an ' throw it up undah de do ' , an '  dey goin ' 
be gone by Sat 'day night or ah ain ' t  heah. [New Orleans 2832 : 9 . ] 

126 28 . Well,  den , i f  yo ' wan ta run ' im ,  yo ' g o  [ ge t ]  de red peppah , dat cay
enne peppah lak ah tel l  yo ' ,  see . He ain ' t got no use to run in dere . Yo ' j es '  
sprinkle i t .  [Savannah 2 155 : 2 . ] 

126 29 . To keep the law away - its a dirt [you buy ] . Now ,  if  the law ever 
once came to [you ] doah an ' [you ] sweeps some [ o f  this ] on ' em an' red peppah 
b ehind ' em,  they don' t come b ack no more . I f  dey come back ag ' in ,  dey don ' t 
come b ack ag ' in [ the same way ] dey come [ to ]  anothe r doah . An ' that [ same 
thing also ] keep enemies away . [Richmond 325 : 2 . ]  

126 30 . I f  you throw red pepper in departing pers on ' s tracks , he will s tay 
away or cannot hurt you. [ Richmond 29 3 : 6 . ]  

126 31 . Throw red pepper about door and wish for person to stay away . 
[Pete rsburg 4 2 2 : 7 . ]  

126 32 . An '  yo ' kin sprinkle cayenne peppah in yore chair where yo ' sit at , 
an ' roun ' yore bed , an ' yo ' ll begin takin ' wit a itch ,  an ' if yo ' j is '  continue 
on s tayin ' dere , why y o ' ll b reak out wi t sores . No doc tah [M. D . ] cain ' t do yo ' 
any good . Dey [who put the powde r ]  git rid o f  yo ' .  [Memphis 15 20 : 10 . ] 

126 3 3 .  Throw red pepper into f ire and persons living there will move or 
guest will soon depar t .  [Norfolk 5 25 : 12 . ] 

12 634 . B urn red pepper in house to ward off al l evi l .  [Wilmington 227 : 5+85 . ]  
126 35 . Wear a pod of red pepper in each shoe as a pro tec tion agains t walk

ing ove r  any "planted" C!'Unjure . [Wilmington 14 3 :  3+85 . ] 
126 36 , Dey said puts red peppah in each shoe , an '  said dat ' ll kill dat 

[ aunjure ] . 
{ I f  you walked ove r anything it wouldn ' t hurt you? ) 
Yeah , dey sai d  i t  wouldn ' t hurt yo ' . [Wi lson 2672 : 7 . ] 
126 3 7 .  Wear red pepper in shoes and you can walk over anything . [New 

Orleans 12 38 : 3 . ] 
12638 . Ground red pepper is worn in shoes against cunjure . [ Richmond 

35 4 : 6 . ] 
12639 . Black pepper worn in shoes pro tec ts you against wit chcraf t .  [ Snow 

Hill 2 : 8 . ] 
12640 . Get some red peppe r ,  put i t  in the bo ttom of  your shoe ; nobody can 

do you no harm . [ Vicksburg 1045 : 4 . ] 
126 4 1 . A man poisoned [ hoodooed ] in whiskey had a spell every change of the 

�; he was given red-pepper tea as a �· [ Richmond 325 : 11 . ] 
12642 . Bury 3 pods of red pepper , one at front door and one at each front 

side of house ; then put a pod o f  red pepper in each 4 corners o f  the house in
.!!!!!.• [ 7  pods are b uried . ] Keeps law away . [Washington , D . C .  828 : 7 . ] 

12643 . Fill a s tocking with crushed red peppers and sprinkle vinegar on ,  

and !!!£ around waist to protect  self against cunjuration . [Wilmington 125 : 1+85. ] 
1264 4 .  Wel l ,  yo ' take some sulphur , red peppah , an ' sprinkle i t  roun' yore 

do ' s where yo ' come in , yo ' do ' , an '  dat ' ll kill dat . 
(Anything tha t ' s put dOwn. ) [Waycross 176 4 : 7 . ] 
12645 . Well ,  you takes sulphur and red pepper and � it to your doorstep , 

and they never will bother you no way atall [ at all ] , de law man ,  no thing . 
Uiaycross 1 765 : 14 . ] 

12646 . If somebody put somepin down an '  dey want chew tub walk ovah i t .  If 
J • put sulphur an '  peppah in yore shoes , i f  they put i t  down fo ' yo ' , anywhere , 
an' yo1 can' t locate i t .  [ Fayet teville 25 2 3 : 10 . ] 

12647 . I f  yo ' think s omeone tryin ' tub harm . yo ' an '  yo ' wanta protect yo ' 
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self , wear sulphur an' red peppah in yore shoes . Dey can ' t harm yo ' . [B runs
wick 2060 : 6 . ]  

12648 . Yo ' kin git some red peppah an ' sulphur an ' � i t  in de bot tom of 
yo ' shoes . 

(What is tha t supp osed to do then ? )  
I t  supposed t uh  turn back all poison . 
(If  you walk over anything , i t  wouldn ' t  harm you. ) [ Florence 2182 : 15 . ]  
12649 . Wear red pepper and sulphur in your shoes as a prote c tion against 

walking over  aunjUPe . [Wilmington 2 2 8 : 6+85 . ]  
12650 . Git some red peppah an ' sulphur an '  wear it in yore shoe , � either 

yo ' kin gi t a [ silver ] dime an ' wear it round yore laig.  That ' ll �e@P ' em from 
hurtin ' yo ' .  [Waycross 175 7 : 15 . ]  

1265 1 .  Red pepper an' sulphur wear it in your shoe or either around your 
waist • • •  nobody in de world will ever bother you ; ah don ' t kee r [ care ] how many 
roo ts you [ the o ther pers on ]  go t ,  i t  [what you do here ] will ki Z Z  ' em .  [ Jack
sonville 76 2 : 7 . ] 

1265 2 . Git red peppah an ' saltpeter an' � an ' Epsom salt an ' sulphur . 
Dey � it all up together an '  j is '  put aroun ' where they bees [ are ] an ' that 
� up their luck . [Li ttle Rock , 146 7 : 3 . ]  

1265 3 .  Red peppe r ,  sugar and whi te gunpowder sprinkle around the hous e to 
keep the law away . [Memphis 155 3 : 4 . ] 

1265 4 .  Another way - the other way , take their names and put i t  into pepper 
s auce . Yo ' know pepper sauce yo ' put ovah hot foot - hot peppe r .  

( In a bot tle like Tabas co Sauce . )  
PEPPER SAUCE - NAME IN BOTTLE WITH 
SAYING, I WANT 'EM CONFUSED - BURY 

In a bot t le . An ' put i t  there [ saying ] de 
s ame way [words ] .  Put their names on there 
and put it in the re , and then bury it . Yo ' 

want confus ion : "I want ' em confused" in dis ho t s tuff  [ and bury i t ] . [Mob ile , 

9 DROPS OF PEPPER SAUCE IN BOTTLE - STOP UP 
GO UNDER HOUSE - BURY UPSIDE DOWN - MOVE THEM 

Ala . , ( 66 8) , 88 2 : 7 . ] 
12655 . Yo ' git chew dis peppah ,  
peppah sauce , an ' yo ' git a te a
spoon an '  yo ' put nine drops o f  

d a t  peppah sauce in dat teaspoon an ' s top i t  up i n  a bot tle . Go undah de house 
an ' b ury it upside down . Dat ' ll move ' em - move anything yo ' p lease , anyone yo ' 

PERFUME : HEARTS PERFUME - PUT SPOONFUL OF SALT IN 
RUB IT DOWN BEFORE YOUR FACE - IT ENTICES GIRL 

wanta do . [Algiers , La . ,  
( 1593) ' 2995 : 1 . ]  
12656 . Yo ' kin gi t a bo ttle 
o f  this Hearts Perfume an '  
put cha a sp oonful o f  tab le 

salt fed to �nimals ] in it an' dab 
your face - do this way , like that 

(Then what? ) 

salt [ f ine sal t ,  not course 
it on , an ' as you walk out , rub it down befo ' 
[ demonstrates ] . 

And as you do tha t ,  their love grows toward you . 
(Well ,  doesn ' t he have to do anything to her at all? ) 

Yes , sir . S ure , i t  will entice her . 
(How? ) 
With tha t  - us in' that , see , wi ll enti ce her towards you , make her git 

closer to you . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 66 6 ) , 8 7 7 : 10 . ] 
1265 7 .  Jes ' lak i f  yo ' knew of a person an ' 

an ' i f  he isn ' t there or i f  he ain ' t there , yo ' 
' nint [ anoin t ]  chureself lak dis [ demons trates ] 
[ demonst rates ] .  

he down . Yo ' go to his place 
take that perfume with yo ' an ' 
dress yo ' self j e s '  lak that 
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PERFUME - ANOINT FACE DOWN 3 TIMES - WIN HIS MONEY 
( Down your face and down 
on your body . )  
That ' s  right , down on yore 

face and do it lak that , an' do it three times . An ' then yo ' wait fo ' him an ' 
whatsoever he got  yo ' wi ll win it . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7) , 1582 : 2 . ] 

12658 . Like yo ' might have a girl fren ' an '  some other girl . Yo ' might b e  
wi t chure girl fren ' an '  yo ' like her o r  somepin , an ' yo ' wanta b e  on d e  good 

PERFUME IS POWER HERE - 3 HANDKERCHIEFS THE OBJECTS 
MAN HAS GIRL - LIKES HER GIRL FRIEND BETTER - BUYS 
3 HANDKERCHIEFS - ON FIRST PUT FIRST GIRL ' S  INITIAL 
BURIES - ON SECOND INITIAL OF SECOND GIRL - PERFUME 
SWISH AT HER - CHEW JOHN DE CONXAH WHILE DOING THIS 

side of  dis girl . Dis 
girl might be a fren ' to 
dis other girl,  but chew 
want dis other girl . Yo ' 
go an ' buy yo ' a pocket 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  in o ther 
words yo ' buy three pocket 

han ' ke ' ch' efs , 
' ni tial of dis 
ch ' ef . 

see . Yo ' take dis pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  de firs t one , an '  put de 
girl yo ' like , yo ' wanna gain love wi th , in dis pocke t han ' ke ' -

(What do you use to put the ini tial in there ? )  
We ll , yo ' can s tamp i t  in dere , embroider i t  dere , anyway yo ' wanta put i t  n 

in dere . An '  yo ' bury dis firs t pocke t handkerchie f ,  yo ' see . Yo ' take dis 
second pocke t han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' do de same ,  yo ' put dis ' ni tial in dere any
way yo ' prefer to put i t  in dere , and yo ' offer her de second pocket han ' ke ' 
chie f .  Wel l ,  she - in o ther words she may refuse dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  But yo ' 
take de third one yo ' self an '  put chure ' ni tial in it  an ' yo ' keep dis pocke t 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef an '  use de same thing . Yo ' take any kin' high-priced perfume an '  
put in dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  Put two drops on i t  o r  one perhaps , but two be ' s  s till 
s tronger . We ll,  if  she refus e dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef wi t her ' ni tial in i t ,  yo ' bury 
i t  wi t de han ' ke ' ch ' ef whut chew bury wi t her ' ni tial in i t ,  yo ' see ; but chew 
take dis one yo ' got yo ' self wi t chure ' ni tial in it  an ' yo ' - yo ' know if yo ' 
go t de privilege to go see her , well , when yo ' enter taining her , yo ' j es '  take 
dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef , pull i t  out chure pocket an '  sorta , yo ' know , flash i t  ' cross 
her face so she gi t de s cent of dis perfume , yo ' see .  An '  use dis John de Con
kah root yo ' call i t .  Chew i t  yo ' see , or perhaps she may b e  de kind like to 
kiss or somepin . Well , yo ' can kis s  her an ' chew on dis root . Yo ' gains love 
like dat .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 661) , 864 : 2 . ] 

12659 . You kin buy some Jo ckey Club . 
(Jack of Club s  or Jockey Club ? )  
Jockey Club perfume and j us t  keep asprinkling that on it - around i t .  
( The house? What will that do ? )  
They won ' t bother you .  
(Keeps  the law away . )  [ Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  (5 36) , 100 7 : 13 . ] 
12660 . Pulverize persimmon bark and sugar , and one teaspoonful of  sulphur. 

Put that on yore s tove , on de top o f  your s tove , on a Monday and Wednesdays . 
That ' s to get a j ob .  Then you hold i t  and then you always kin pick up - getting 

PERSIMMON BARK - SUGAR - SULPHUR 
BURN MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS FOR JOB 

j obs . 
(Well , what i f  you have a j ob ? )  
I t  will cause you t o  pick up more , cause 
you to pick up more , cause you get more 

extra j obs . [ This shows a chronic condi tion of the times , the Great Depression , 
there were few j obs for these peop le , and had there been permanent j obs , few 
were trained to hold them. For ty years later , as I wri te ,  conditions have not 
improved much . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , (666) , 8 76 : 10 . ] 

1266 1 .  Wel l ,  I ' ll tell you .  I f  you ' re se llin' liquor , you can go ahead and 
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sell i t  and have de house fixed so when dey [officers o f  the law ] come dey can ' t 

PERSIMMON TREE BARK - TIE TO DOORSTEPS 
KEEPS LAW AWAY - IF YOU ARE BOOTLEGGING 

come in . 
(How can you do that? ) 
We ll , you j es '  git you some uh , you 
go to a ' simmon [persimmon ] tree , you 

git a ' simmon tree , the bark , and tie it to de s tep - don ' t put it way under de 
s tep - and dey can ' t come in until you git everything out de way . [ The magic 
here c ould be , you mus t get this  bark while the tree has unripe p ers immons on 
i t .  B i te into one of them and you will leave the others alone . ]  [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 265) , 26 1 : 3+85 . ]  

1 266 2 .  She take three li ttle 
them undah the doahs tep of  these 

' simmon [persimmon ] swi tches , an ' she could put 
peop le house , an ' le t it  s tay , an' i t ' ll split 

PERSIMMON SWITCHES 3 UNDER DOOR WHIP DWELLERS OUT 
' em up . They say it ' ll j is ' 
woop [whip ] ' em an ' buses 
[= busts = burs ts ] ' em up . 

[A pencil note  of mine reads : "See put ting oak b ranch in grave of murdered man 
to whip murderer to death ,  from Charles ton , S .  Car . See No . 75 0 7 , p . 329 1 ,  v . 4 . ] 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 189) , 9 1 : 4+85 . ]  

1266 3 .  All right , if  yo ' go t this thing dey call de a - we call i t  ole di-
arrhea or dysentery , go tub a persimmon tree an '  git chew six switches . Yo ' kin 

SWITCHES 6 FROM PERSIMMON TREE CHEW 
SWALLOW JUI CE - CURES ANY DIARRHEA 

have i t  on yo ' today an' da t go down in 
yore s tomach an ' den yore bowel b e  choked 
up an ' de doctor [M. D . ] can ' t hardly b reak 
i t .  Yo ' go tub a persimmon tree an ' git 

chew six switches offa dere an ' don ' t peep ? ' em,  unders tan ' , take dem [ j us t  as 
they are ] an ' chew ' em an '  swallow de j uice . An' when yo ' swallow dat j uice a t  
night befo ' s undown , yo ' won ' t know yo ' g o t  n o  such a thing a s  [running off] . 
Yo ' won ' t know yo ' have i t .  Yore bowels will b e  tied up , tied up in a knot j e s ' 
lak dat kno t [ informant refers to a knot of  some sort ] . Tie yo ' j es '  lak dat .  
Yo ' go tta take salts an ' all tub loosen up yore bowels ag ' in .  Dat whut ' s immon 
tree is good fo ' . [ I  do not know the meaning of the preceding word peep . Some
thing is done to persimmon switches before using them. What? For one of  them 
see following rite . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  ( 14 3 3) , 2596 : 4 . ]  

INTO 9 KNOTCHES ON PERSIMMON STICK 
WEAVE 9 YARDS BLACK THREAD - LUCK 

1266 4 . (The pers immon bush? ) 
Dat ' s  de ' s immon tree . Take dose an ' cut 
nine no tches in ' em an '  take yo ' nine yards 
of b lack thread , an '  yo ' fold it in dere in 

eve ry one of dem, cross ' em on dis side [demonstrates ] ,  make it up tight , put 
dat las t lak dat . [ Demons trates by tying so tha t weaving round kno ts will not 
unravel . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 15 15 ) , 2682 : 6 . ] 

12665 . (In that gamb ling game if somebo dy 
PERSPIRATION AND PERFUME ON YOURS has a b e t ter charm than mine , could I kill 
KILLS AN OPPONENT ' S  GAMBLING HAND this charm in any way ? )  

Easy . Yo ' kin kil l this very easy , that is 
when yo ' gambling . Yo ' takes a li ttle perfume in a bottle an ' c arry that with 
you . Yo ' rub yours [ gamb ling piece ] in your hands . Yo ' take tha t piece [gam
bling hand] off an '  yo ' rub it  in your hands , put a lit tle more perfume on i t . 
Jes ' have i t  so dey kin smell i t , see , an '  by yo ' being perspiring yore odor 
is invo lved with i t ,  an '  that takes his [hand] too . 

(That wi ll kill his charm. ) [ S t .  P e te rsburg , Fla . , ( 1025) , 166 1 : 4 . ] 
12666 . An' de woman takes de watah from [ under ]  her ahm. Take a rag an ' 

git watah . Takes a rag an ' she take a b ath from undah her ahm an ' her person . 
Well , now , she ' ll take dat watah an '  she won ' take a whole lo t ta i t ,  j is '  take 
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enough tuh git enough tuh do dirty work , yo ' see . She ' ll take dat watah an ' 

4 3 7 7  

when d e  man come tuh f ix 
HER UNDERARM PERSPIRATION AND ELSEWHERE IN HIS FOOD 
GIT ENOUGH TUH DO DIRTY WORK • • •  DAT ' LL KEEP HIM HOME 

his food , she ' ll have dat 
watah se t tin '  maybe some
where . She ' ll take dat 

an ' she ' ll put it ovah his food . Dat ' ll keep him home an ' keep him in touch 
with he r ,  keep him lovin ' he r mo ' an ' mo ' .  [Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3024 : 10 . ] 

1266 7 .  Well , dey say yo ' kin take a s i lk han ' ke ' Ch ' e f an ' rub it into a 
s trand an ' when she mee ts dis man , she kin continually t ake dat rag an '  put tin ' 

SILK HANDKERCHIEF SHE WIPES UNDER ARMS - IN JOINTS 
ROILS IT UP - SWISHES IN HIS FACE - DESIRES HER ONLY 

it  ' bout his haid an ' 
face , switchin ' [ swish
ing? ] i t  ovah his face 
yo ' know , an ' some time 

hit him cross de face wit i t  [ dangerous for eyes ] an ' take dat rag an' wipe i t  
undah he r arms an ' about her j oints , an ' git de perspiration of  herself - an '  
he won ' t have any desire fo ' anothah woman . 

(She takes this handkerchie f and rolls i t  up into a s trand , you say . )  
An '  den j es ' wipe in undah her arms an ' her j oints . 
(And then j ust wave s i t  around him. ) [ Faye t tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 25 31 : 5 . ] 
1266 8 .  All right , ' bout love again . I f  a man asleep an ' a woman love dis 

man - yo ' know , want dis man tuh love her , if he sleep , every two or three 

WHILE HE SLEEPS SHE CROSSES UNDER HIS NOSE 3 TIMES 
HER UNDERARMS AND DOWN-BELOW SCENT WIPED ON CLOTH 
AT THIRD CLOTH CROSSING SAYS : COME UNDER MY COMMAND 
ALSO CALLS HIS NAME SOFTLY BUT DOES NOT AWAKEN HIM 

cross his nose , while he ' s  s till in bed,  three times . 
take an '  shake i t  an ' say ,  "Come undah mah command . "  

nigh ts , she take an '  git 
de s cen t of hers elf down 
here an ' unde rneath heah . 
( Down below and under her 
arms ? )  
Yes sir . An ' will go 

An' den de third time 

( She rub s her hand up under his nose , while he ' s  asleep - three times . )  
An' he inhald [ inhales ] i t . 
(And the third time she says , " Come under my command . " )  
An ' she goin ' call him an ' make him answer her , s ee .  
(But she says , " Come unde r my command , "  while he s leeps through . )  
Yes , certainly , but he ain ' t goin ' answer ,  yo ' know , mos t men as leep while 

dey wakin ' up . Jes ' lak his name , John , Bill or Joe . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 5 2) , 
2126 : 10 . ] 

12669 . If someone is kinda cranky with someone 
wi t someone . Well , a man or a woman kin naturally 

- dat ' s mean , kind o f  mean 
go tuh work an '  dey dissolve 

[wash out ] a rag - dese  
clothes [ cloths ] ,  yo ' 
know whu t dat means . Yo ' 

ODOR FROM UNDER EITHER ARM OR FEET - CONQUERS PERSON 
GIVE IT IN WATER OR WHISKEY - YOU CAN AL SO DRINK IT 

kin wipe undah yore arms 
but yo ' mus t not do i t  aftah a clean bath .  De odor undah yore arms must ketch 
in dis dissolve [water f rom rag ] - either arm. An ' yo ' don ' have tuh wipe undah 
de arms . An '  yo ' kin take - natural ly yo ' kin take de same clo th an ' wipe ' tween 
yore toes . Den yo ' kin wipe in undah de bo t tom of yore fee t ,  but chew got ta git 
de odor from dose fee ts . An' yo ' kin drink de same s tuff right along with ' em, 
an' dey ' ll follow yo ' . 

(What do you do with tha t ,  after you wipe that s tuff o ff ? )  
Put i t  in some water o r  whiskey o r  anything e lse , s ince [ j ust s o ]  yo ' git i t  

down ' em.  
Ah had a boy one time - mah mothah wuz a Indian woman , an' he used to  b eat 
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me every day .  An '  mah mo thah knowed a whole lo t about things , an ' she learnt 
me how to do it . [And I did this . ] An' ah b eat it in good , an '  he followed 
me . An '  he fo llows me up to today , an '  dat ' s  been ovah fo ' ty yeahs ago . 

(This b oy ? )  
W e  wuz boys then. 
( That is  how you conquered him? ) 
De same way ah tole yo ' j es ' now . 
( That is the way you conquere� that boy ,  made a friend o f  him? ) 

Why shore , an '  we friends today . [ S umter , s .  Car . , ( 1385 ) , 246 3 : 6 . ] 
126 70 . Well, j es '  whatevah b ecomes o f  de pho tograph,  dat ' s  goin ' tub become 

o f  yo ' .  
( I f  you burn that photograph then? )  
Well , yo ' git  burnt up . Jes ' whatevah b ecomes o f  i t ,  da t ' s whut will be come 

o f  yo ' . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 1) , 256 1 : 3 . ] 
126 71 .  Ah underst an ' about de snail an ' a person ' s  pho to .  Well , yo ' kin 

take a photo an' bury it upside down in de graveyard , an ' yo '  take a snail an ' 

PHOTO BURIED UPSIDE DOWN IN GRAVEYARD TO DRAG VI CTIM 
AFTER WRITING HIS NAME 9 TIMES - SNAIL - STEEL DUST 

yo ' git some stee Z dust 
an '  yo ' wri te dat indivi
dual name down an '  yo ' 
glue i t  onto de snail yo ' 

see . An '  whatsomevah yo ' make yore wish , whatsomevah yo ' wants tub,  yo ' know , 
make i t  fo ' .  If yo '  want a person tub drag lak dat [ snail ] an '  as dat snail 
crawl yo ' see an ' de pi cture fade away , wel l ,  dat person will j is '  drag un til 
dey die . 

(You do those two things but you don' t do anything to the photograph at all 
excep t bury it in the graveyard . ) 

Yo ' take de photograph an '  yo ' write de person name on it nine times , an '  i f  

yo ' want ' em tub drag or s ompin , why yo ' write whatsomevah yo ' want , yo ' know , 
tub happen tub ' em, an ' turn i t  upside down [ and bury i t ]  in de graveyard . 

An' probab ly,  maybe somebody whut chew know died bad yo ' see . Yo ' turn it , 
point i t  tub where dey died [buried? ] at yo ' unders tan ' , upside down . An' yo ' 
take de snail an ' yo ' git some s tee Z dus t  an '  yo ' wri te dere name down on a piece 
of  p ap ah  an '  yo ' put dat s tee Z  dust in dere , an '  yo ' take i t  - glue i t ,  yo ' 
know , onto de snail . An '  yo ' see , yo ' know , a snai l crawl away slow ; an ' j is '  
as dey [ the snail] crawl an' dat pic ture fades away , well , dose peop le will drag 
an ' dey ' 11 pass out . 

( Do you wri te this in any spe ci al way , with j us t  an ordinary pencil or what? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' could wri te i t  with b lue ink if yo ' wanted tub . [Algiers , La . ,  

( 15 86) ' 29 65 : 2 . 1 
126 7 2 .  � that [ a  tintype] upside down in the graveyard • • • you ' ll go away . 

[New Orleans 1 146 : 9 . ] 
126 7 3 .  You can take a tintype picture of a person and go out in any place 

and � that pic ture ; and !!. that pi cture fades o f f  the tin you begin to ge t 
si ck and finally you' ll �· [New Orleans 1348 : 3 . ] 

126 74 . Photograph bottom upwards b uried under f ron t steps for 9 days -
"you soon be gone . "  [ To send away or to kill . ] [Richmond 292 : 10 . ] 

12675 . Ah heard ' em say dat chew could take yore photograph , tintype only 
whut chew use fo ' dat , de tintype . Dat ' s  all ah heard about de photograph , an ' 
yo '  take dat an ' � it s tandin ' up , haid down , an ' dey say dat will kill yo ' . 
Dat ' s  whut dey say . [Memphis , 2815 : 4 . ] 

126 76 . Yo ' kin git a person ' s  picture an '  turn de picture down on de hai d ;  
j e s ' dig yo ' a � an' � de picture down on de � an '  dat person won ' t 
live long.  Jes ' as dat picture fades away , dey fade s away . [ Florence 2212 : 16 . ] 
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126 7 7 . Kin take de photograph an ' if a person is away from home , an '  yo ' 
wanta see would dey come home , ah heard dat yo ' kin take dat photograph a� 
wear it into yore shoe - wear i t  in yore shoes on de right fee t ,  an' dey say 
dey 1 11 have tuh come home . [Wilson 2666 : 5 . ] 

126 7 8 .  Yo ' kin t ake a person ' s  pic ture , if yo ' angry with ' em,  yo ' kin take 
dere pic ture an' take an '  shoot i t  an 1 i t  won ' t be  long befo 1 dat dey ' ll  linger 
an' die . [Wilson 2653 : 20 . ]  

126 79 .  A person could take one o f  yore pho tograph or picture an '  bo ' a hole 
in a tree an ' � yo '  some harm an' put dis picture in de � an '  after so 
many days when de tree close yo ' ll die - j es ' , yo ' know , pine away an' die . 

(Do they put a peg in that hole or anything? )  
Yes sir , p e g  d e  ho le up after i t  - put tin ' dis picture in dere an' shet dis 

hole up . [Brunswick 2012 : 4 . ] 
126 80 . They can take your picture and nail it � a !!!!_, and I don ' t care 

where he ' d  b e  a t ,  he ' ll come back to her . [ Intention is the magic power here . ]  
[ Richmond 45 8 : 10 . ] 

12681 . Take dat pic ture an' � it up in a tree , an '  yo ' kin take an' shoot 
at i t .  Take an '  shoo t dat picture five times an ' dat person ' s picture yo ' 
shoot , dat person will drop daid . [Florence 2212 : 16b . ] 

126 82 . Take de pho tograph an ' put it diffe rent heights � a ordinary � 
at a certain dist ances an ' goes ahead an ' shoots i t .  

Or yo ' take dat s ame pho tograph an '  � it fulla needles , see , on de side 
of  s ome dead [de lapidated and deserted] bui l-din ' or on de side of  some livin ' 
tree - sompin dat will j es '  pain [needles  cause pain ] . [Wilson 2682 : 5 . ] 

----126 83 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  pho tograph - ah had a fellah ' s pho tograph an '  
ah didn' t love him, an '  ah wanted tuh gi t rid o f  him, an' ah carried i t  an '  nail 
it up � de no ' th side of de tree , an ' we broke up friendship . [Wilson 266 8 : 3 . ] 

126 8 4 .  Or ei ther git their picture an' � it backwards to de wall,  face to 
de wall , in a dark place , wi thout anybody see i t ,  an' they ' ll re turn . [Memphis 
26 75 : 7 . ]  

126 85 . Bury pho tograph face down to drown [ surely i t  must be buried under 
shallow water , or where water  will soon run over it  - the tide here on the E as t
ern Shore of Maryland . ]  [ Snow Hill 13 : 8 . ] 

12686 . Yo ' take a tintrpe photograph an '  nail i t  tuh a tree or throw i t  in 
de rivah an '  dat person will die . [ Fayetteville , 2504 : 8 . ] 

126 87 . Photo ,  over glass of water , unde r  bed,  turn i t  bo ttom upwards [ face 
down ] , bring to yo ' . [Memphis , hoodoo woman No . 960 , 1545 : 15 . ] 

126 88 .  All righ t ,  yo ' kin draw de pichure of dat � an'  yo ' kin git chew 
a b rand-new papah o f  pins an' wri te his name on dere an' pin him up .  Pin him 
up ovah de head o f  de do ' where dey transferin ' back an ' fo ' th a t ,  an '  yo ' kin 
draw him back . [Memphis - Informant No . l5 29a who gave No . 210 1 ,  p . 6 10 ,  v . l ,  
this No . 6  p robab ly on same cylinder . ]  

126 89 . ( Do what? ) 
You kin take a pigeon ' s b lood,  you know. 
And you take nine drops o f  a pigeon' s b lood an' take you some - just like you 

urinated or somepin like tha t . You t ake nine drops o f  that pigeon ' s blood and 

PIGEON BLOOD - 9 DROPS OF - WOMAN TAKES - AND MAN ' S 
URINE - MAKES HIM DO WHAT SHE WANTS - OR STAINS HIS 
RAHE WITH PIGEON BLOOD - TIES TO PIGEON - AS LONG AS 
IT FLIES IF HE HAS WAVERISH MIND - IF IT DIES HE DIES 

you drop it down in 
there . See , anywhere 
what you want .a to go -
that' s considered like 
a woman want a man ,  you 
understand . She ketch 

pigeon ' s b lood and she takes your urinate and put it down in there , an' jus t  do 
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any way she wan ta use you . 
you. You unders tand . 

(How? ) 

Any way she wants to do with you , she could do with 

' Cause she have your name and that b lood , you know, all mixed up together 
with that urinate . S ee .  And then they could take you , with that pigeon ' s b lood 
again and p lant you with that b lood . You understand? Put your name and s tain 
it wi th the pigeon b lood and then they tie [ that to pigeon and ] unloose that 
pigeon and le t that pigeon go . Den see , long as that pigeon flying , you j ust 
flying and going with a waverish mind , you unders tand . That pigeon j us t  flying 
everywhere but s till you don ' t know what i t  is all about . You see . And you 
they got you tied up with pigeon blood , j ust  long as i t  fly .  

[ I turn o f f  machine too quickly . ]  
(What did you say then? ) 
S ee , like the pigeon ' ll  die , yo ' ll die too . [New Orleans , La . , ( 871) , 1413 : 2 .] 
1269 0 . De b lood from a pigeon - yo ' kin take a pigeon an' if  yo ' wanta kill 

anyb ody , yo ' kin take a pigeon an' s ti ck him undah his wing an ' gi t de b lood . 

WRITE VICTIM' S INITIALS USING PIGEON BLOOD 
RELEASE BIRD AT DOOR - ALSO VI CTIM' S LIFE 

An' git a person name an' go to his 
do ' an ' write his ' nitial wit de 
b lood of dat pigeon an' turn de 
pigeon loose- why it kill him • • •  

when he come out [ pigeon flies away ] . Undah dat pigeon b lood,  he won ' t transfer 
[ continue to go as with oldtime streetcar trans fers ] undah dat pigeon ' s blood 
long . [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 17 84 : 2 . ] 

1269 1 .  I f  a man wanta ke tch ' is wife , j es '  l ak  in some act o r  ' nothah , den 
yo ' takes oak ashes . Take oak ashes an '  pine s traw [ dried needle on ground , 

PINE NEEDLES [ DRY ONES ON GROUND - CALLED SHATTERS ] 
AND OAK ASHES - PUT IN CAN SIEVE [ CAN  WITH SEVERAL 
NAIL HOLES IN BOTTOM] - POUR WATER OVER - LET OIL 
RUN OVER - MAN DOES THIS TO CATCH HIS WOMAN AND MAN 

also called shatters in 
the S outh ] . An '  yo ' take 
an '  put dose oak ashes 
ovah dem an '  yo ' puts one 
hole in de can an '  let de 
can leak aftah yo ' puts 

watah in dere . Den yo ' takes oil an ' yo ' puts oil - po ' s  oil ovah dat an ' le t 
de oil run through , an ' den as de oil mee ts wit dis heah s traw an ' oil an ' 
s traw mix wit dis watah dat he has p o ' d on dere , den dat will cause dis man 
an' woman tuh go tuhge thah . An '  de day he would po ' de oil in - see , he done 
put de watah in dere an ' le t de watah drip through de straw an '  oak ashes . Den 
he puts de oil in dere , an '  den at de minute dat he puts dis oil in dere an '  de 
oil drip through tuh de ashes , den dis heah woman she ' ll b e  wantin tuh git tuh 
dis man ,  but now de woman she ' ll have tuh b urn dese ashes . See , he ' ll git huh 
tuh burn de ashes fo ' him . An '  den she ' ll b e  wantin ' tuh git tuh dis othah man , 
an '  whenevah she gits wit him, den he goes where dey ' s at  • • •  tuh fin '  dem den . 
Wheresomevah - if he fin ' dem dey ' l l  b e  tuhgethah . 

(Just associating together . )  
Yes . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 1) , 2495 : 9 . ] 
12 692 . Yo ' heard o f  de polecat - a skunk . [ Informant assumes they are the 

same animal, but some comment later . ] Yo ' git dis polecat muss [musk ] .  

POLECAT - ACTUALLY SKUNK HERE - MUSK FROM S CENT BAG 
PUT IN UNWELCOME VISITOR1 S FOOTPRINTS TO KEEP AWAY 

Dis [ this ] muss of a pole
cat is lak a perfume [ like 
the muskox] yo ' know . I t  
smell , yo ' know - loud yo ' 

know. Git dat an ' when he [ rent collecto r  or some unwanted person ] comes back 
to yore house de second time - he ben [b een }  up dere , b een dere de first time 
but he came back de second time . Take dat polec at muss [ from an animal ' s  s cent 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork -

bag ] an '  j es '  sprinkle i t  aroun ' - sprinkle i t  to ' em [ sprinkle i t  away from 
your house ] .  Yo ' won ' t be  b o thered wit him no mo ' • 

4381 

[Magically this tremendous odor falls into some of visitor ' s firs t-visit  
foo tp rints , which are still a part  of  the visitor and will affec t him , driving 
him away if he re turns . ]  

(You mean anybody that is bo thering you , or col lec ting b ills or anything of  
tha t  s or t ? )  

Take de polecat  [musk o r  s cent ]  an ' sprinkle on his [ vis itor ' s  traCks ] , why 
den yo ' through wit him fo ' evah . 

[The names polecat (Muste la putorius) an European animal , and skunk (Mephitis 
mephitis ) a North American animal ,  are frequently in general speech interchange
ab le in the United States o f  America.  Our animal here is a skunk . I have in
dexed or located i t  here in the "P" rather than in the "S" division o f  CHANNEL 
DE WO�D because i t  will precede a somewhat similar rite , one ab out the drop
pings , no t any musk scen t  from the porpoise . Yet to b o th info rmants both sub
s tances are evacuations . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) ,  169 3 : 1 . ]  

PORPOISE OR DOLPHIN BLACK MANURE WASHED ASHORE 
GRIND UP - PUT IN PERSON ' S CLOTHES - BURNS VICTIM 
ALSO DISTURBS VICTIM AND ENTERS REALM OF HOODOO 

126 9 3 .  (What are you sup
pos ed to do with those? A 
s turgeon ? )  
A porpois e . 
(Oh a porp ois e ! )  
[ On  the American Atlantic  
coas t probab ly the bot tle
nosed do lphin . ]  

some o f  his filth .  You kin take his f ilth and 
{Of the po rpoise? ) 

I know what  you kin do about 
dry it . 

Yes . You walk to the s eashore an ' you find dese little small round balls . 
That his manure . 

{That ' s  his manure ? )  
Yeah .  You take that  and you' ll dry i t  till i t  a dust , sprinkle i t  in your 

[ vi ctim' s ]  clothes an ' you [vi ctim] can' t stay in dere . 
{Can ' t do what? ) 
Can ' t s t ay in your clothe s . You can ' t s tay in your own clothes , burns you 

j us t  the same as pepper . 
{Peop le do that to somebody to harm them , I suppose . That the idea?)  
Yes , but i t  will make them uneasy and make ' em miserab le .  
(Are these round balls hard o r  are they sof t ,  that you find on the shore?)  
Well , i t  depend on how long it had left his bowels . 
{Oh , I see .  Is  i t  any p articular color? ) 
B lack, lit tle round b alls about long as that [ demonstrates ] .  
( About an inch round . )  
Yeah ,  you take some of  them and dry ' em. [Norfolk , Va . , ( 473) , 4 89 : 3 . ]  
1269 4 .  Dey kin throw aigs a t  chure do ' [ one way of moving you ]  an '  den yo ' 

kin put stamps undah de rug , de s tamps yo ' put on de le ttah ,  new stamps . Turn 
• em  bot tomside upwards . Yo ' put two undah dere - three or fo ' s tamps is all ah 

know . 
POSTAGE STAMPS 3 OR 4 UPSIDE DOWN UNDER RUG MOVES (Put them under the rug? ) 

Yessuh , but don ' t let de 
folks know yo ' put ' em undah 
not wa tchin ' yo ' • 

dere . Yo ' have tuh slip ' em undah dere when dey 

CWhat is the i dea of putting stamps under there? )  
Dat ' ll mak e  ' em  move . [ S tamps o f  course me an  you are taking a j ourney . If 
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these stamps had heads , I would say they were pointed to the door . There are 
the other stamp rites , usually under let ters , in HOODOO. ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

POTASH OR LYE - NEW BOX OF AT STEPS - KEEPS LAW AWAY 
( 9 5 7 ) , 1541 : 2 . ] 
12695 . [Keeps all harm 
away . Originally home

made po tash was used b ut in my time Red �vi Z Lye had become one of the substi
tutes . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1260) , 2 140 : 2 . ] 

12696 . Mah wife got sick , she� wuz sick a month . Ah pray tub God tub learn 
me , to teach me dese things . Ah goes an ' git - she wuz washing some clothes out 

PRAYER: BY HUSBAND TO FIND CAUSE OF WIFE ' S PARALYSIS 
SHOWED HIS OTHER WOMAN HAD PUT DUST IN WIFE ' S  DRESS 

dere . Ah wuz goin ' wit 
a woman dat didn ' t live 
so fur from dere . 
Dis woman done put some 

kinda powder or  dust or sompin in mah ole woman ' s dresses an ' dat put a spell 
on her - paralyzed her , mah wife . 

Ah pray tub God tub teach me in learning dese things . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
( 1334) , 230 2 : 3 . ] 

1269 7 .  If  a person done stole somepin from you and you want ' em to bring 
it b a ck ,  you kin say the p rayers - yo ' know , yo ' kin git down an' say the 

PRAYER - AS IN PRECEDING RITE - IDENTIFIES CULPRI T :  
I F  PERSON STEALS FROM YOU - SAY LORD ' S PRAYER 
9 CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS HAVING THIEF ' S  NAME OR IMAGE 
IN MIND - IF UNKNOWN - THE LORD SHOWS HIM 9 TH  NIGHT 

Lord ' s Prayer over many 
times - and say it about 
9 times - the prayer that 
you pray and they [ thief ] 
ge ts annoyed so with that 
prayer each night , you ' ll 

see ' em ( in the dream] and they ' ll come back to you' and bring whatever they 
have s tole . Say tha t prayer but s ay it  with the person [ in mind ] if you got a 
thought who i t  is . See , and i f  you ain' t got a thought , the Lord will show yo ' 
who the person is . They [ thie f ] will appear in your dream the ninth time that 
you say it [ prayer ] .  Got ta say that 9 times . P ray for that pers on to come b ack 
and he [ Lord ] will le t you see ' em in yore dreams , whoever you think [ it is ] .  

( Do you mean nine times a t  once or nine different times ? )  
No , nine dif ferent times [nine nights in succession ] j es t  repeat that same 

prayer over . In tha t prayer you ask for tha t .  He ' ll [ God will ] show ' em to yo' . 

PREGNANT WOMAN : BOY LIES TO LEFT - GIRL TO RIGHT 
IF WOMAN ' S  STOMACH POINTED A BOY - ROUND A GIRL 

[Mob ile , Ala . , (663) , 87 1 : 9 . ] 
1269 8 .  Now , if  you s tart off  
in time , you use fresh aigs 
and the b es t  of sherry wine • • • 

When you are carrying 
at this time ] . 

it • • •  [ I  turn o f f  machine not looking for ordinary folklore 

(How? ) 
[I  am asking informant to repeat wha t  I missed . ]  
A boy lays to the left s ide and a girl lays to the right , and in the front 

where they push out ,  a boy sticks out sharp and a girl makes you have a round 
stomach . [Boy to left nearer to mother ' s  hear t .  Boy sticking out and girl 
rounded are sexual images . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 855) , 135 2 : 4 . ] 

12699 . And then this 109 th Psalms . Jest like you know if someone has mis
treated you , and you didn' t want to go right to their face to se ttle it . Well , 
you pray dis 109 th P salm for 3 days . Then you go and you ge t you a pint o f  new 
wine and put some mus tard in there - new mus tard - have a new j ar - everything 
new and put it in there . And go to tha t person ' s door the fourth night , after 
you pray the third - the fourth night . Den you go there and put it  right cross
ways of  that  door , but don ' t  ever le t a dr�p ge t on you . And so he ' ll go to the 
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PSALM 109 - PRAY 3 DAYS : "HOLD NOT THY PEACE , 0 GOD 
OF MY PRAISE ; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE DECEITFUL ARE 
OPENED AGAINST ME" [KING JAMES VERSION ] - ON 4TH DAY 
BUY NEW WINE - NEW MUSTARD - NEW JAR TO HOLD THEM 
THAT NIGHT LAY JAR AND CONTENTS HORIZONTAL TO VICTIM' S 
VERTI CAL DOOR [MAKING "T-CROSS" TO CROSS VICTIM] 
DON 'T EVER LET A DRAP GET ON YOU OUT OF THAT JAR 
SO HE 'LL GO TO THE GOD THAT GIVES IT - TO HIS DEATH 

God that gives it [ this 
rite is eviden tly pow
ered by God ! ] . [The 
horizontal bottle , at 
the foot of the door 
o r  s teps , does not com
plete ly cross vertical 
door , only symbolically. 
Moreover the "'1."' cross 
is upside down ..L. . 1 
[Norfolk, Va. , (486) , 
5 15 : 10 . ] 

and happiness in your home , you read the 138 Psalms 
unde r the word Jah [ ? ] . 

----

12 700 . Now , for peace 
[Psalm 138 ] � the 9 8th 

(Under the word "Jah" ? ) 
Yeah , the 9 8th Psalms under the word "Jah" [ ? ] .  
(Tha t ' s for peace and happines s . )  [Psalm 98  is  the well known : 0 Sing unto 

the Lord a new song; [or he hath done marve l-ous things . I t  has no word Jah . 
This lat ter word may refer to P salm 119 divided in 22 sections , each named for 
a letter of Hebrew alphab e t ,  spe cifically to sec tion or letter 6 called VAU. ]  
[Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 486) , 5 15 : 11 . ] 

1270 1 .  To have good luck b efo ' sunrise read the 33rd Psalm - read it  b efo 
sunrise . Jes ' git up an ' light your lante rn  an ' read the 3 3rd Psalms . Ah do ' s 
that now. An '  i t  gives yo ' very good luck an ' b less ings through de day . [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1008) , 16 30 : 6 . ] 

12702 . (What did you do with that Queen Elizabeth Root ? )  

Queen E lizabeth [ root ] , you take people [working ] for church or anything like 
tha t ,  they totes that .  That have control ovah de membership . [Here is a rare 

QUEEN ELIZABETH ROOT - POWER FOR WOMEN 
rite ! ] Jest like she [Queen Elizabeth ]  
did when coming ovah to dis country and 
like dat .  Power ! Women use mo '  ' en 

[more than ] anybody else . She kin con trol her husband , church or anything with 
that Queen E li zabe th root . [Mob ile , Ala . , (655) , 85 7 : 2 . ] 

12 70 3 . I t ' sposed tuh b e ,  whut we us e ,  is cal led quiak 'Ligh tnin ' dus t� Blue 
Ridge Mountain an ' lodes tone . 

(What is Blue Ridt:Je Mountain? ) 
Blue Ridt:Je Mountain is ' sposed tuh be - well,  hit ' s a dus t .  De quiak light

nin ' �  de re ' l ly faa ' [ fac t ]  about i t ,  hi t ' s a dust . Well , ah guess yo ' know 

QUICK LIGHTNING DUST - BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN DUST AND 
LODESTONE - WITH THESE 3 OUR DOCTOR USING NUMBEROLOGY 
MAKES GAMBLING HAND SIZE OF THUMB - FEEDS IT 3xl0 
DROPS OF HEARTS COLOGNE - KEEP IN RIGHT POCKET 10 
MINUTES - THEN 10 MINUTES IN LEFT POCKET - CONTINUE 
CHANGING AND AT EACH CHANCE SHUFFLE CARDS IN HAND 

whut lodestone are , now. 
Well , dose things , M 'll1! 
de faa ' about it , sub., 1.f 
yo ' uses dose . .J es '  lak 
if  yo ' puttin ' out llledi
aine , or whatevah i� is ,  
at de e nd  of a knife -
grains . Yo' uses close 

accordin ' tub yore fingah . Ah mean fingah an ' toes . Re ' l ly  de fac ' about it, 
if yo ' wants tuh make a wonderful [ some thing ]  why yo ' goes tub work aD' uses , 
jes ' lay dey [ anyone ] has 10 f ingers an '  10 toes . Well,  yo ' use 10 gra:I.Ds ro1m ' 
an' roun' , i t  ' sposed tub be gen ' lly [ generally ] of dose 3 [ fingers ] . 3 times 
10 is ' sposed tub b e  30 . Oat ' s a mixture den an ' yo ' uses it.  Yo' goes tub 
vork with yore [ ingredients ] an ' yo ' drops yo ' out 30 drops of Beart8 Cb� 
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on dat stuff . An '  yo ' den stitches i t  up [ in  cloth ]  very tight . I t  supposed 
tuh be unt il it  a small obj e c t  lak yore thumb . [And this thumb- like obj ect is 
called a hand ! ] An '  den j e s ' p lace it intuh yore right pocke t ,  an' take it tuh 
a game , de reaZ Zy faa ' 'bout i t. An '  den about every 10 minutes yo ' changes dat 
thing from right tub left [ pocke t ]  an ' shuffle yore cards den . Dat put chew den 
in good luck in good standin ' . [Quick- Zightning dus t should be the soil near a 
tree struck by lightning and B Zue Ridge Moun tain dus t  should be  dirt from the 
B lue Ridge Mountains , these lat ter covering a great amount of space . The iden
tity of  what a doctor uses or a hoodoo shop sells is no t always a certainty . ] 
[ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 76 ) , 2171 : 4 . ] 

12704 . Ah told him take quicksilvah , lak mah name would b e  Goldie ( ! ] .  Well , 
ah tolt him take dat an ' put i t  in a lil ' bottle of  watah lak dat an '  set  i t  up 
an '  have all kinds of  luck in yore home . 

(What kind o f  luck?)  
QUI CKSILVER IN BOTTLE OF WATER Luck fo ' anything. Jes ' lak if yo ' move in a 

LUCKY IN HOUSE place an '  peop les don' want chew dere an ' yo ' 
want de p lace an ' want tuh s tay dere , yo ' put 

i t  in dere an ' nobody kin move yo ' .  [ QuiCksilver can be mercury but usually it 
is scrapings from back of mirror or tinfoil from around tobacco . ]  [Wilson , N .  

Car . , ( 15 14) , 26 81 : 5 . ] 
QUICKSILVER [=  TINFOIL ] AND BLUEING IN BOTTLE - LUCK 12 705 . Take de quick

silver an '  melt it up 
an' put i t  in a bot tle an '  put b luein' in dere an ' carry it  ' long [with you ] . 

Dat ' s fo ' good luck . 
(Quicks ilver? You mean that  p aper that comes around p lug tobacco ?)  
Yessuh .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1365) , 2411 : 13 . ] 
12706 . Then ,  i f  any woman that far o f f , from you , or  anything and you wants 

to see them • • •  
(You say they ' re far off? ) 
Yeah - j us t  like - far o f f - well,  they ' s  got a [ liquid ] which they - we call 

The Long Long Livest Friend. 
(The Long Long Livest Friend. ) 
Yeah . Well,  you go get some of this Long Livest Friend and you take some of 

this PaPis Ennis Oi Z.  It ain ' t but 25¢ a bot tle . 
(P aris what? )  
Paris Ennis Oi l ,  an d  you take i t  and you put i t  inside o f  this bot tle with 

some of this , which we c all this here stee Z dust . You get stee Z dust and you 

QUINCUNX RITE - CENTER OF SQUARE OR OBLONG 
LONG LIVEST FRIEND [LIQUID ] - PARIS ENNIS OIL 
STEEL DUST - ROCK SALT - SUGAR OF LEAD - IN CENTER 
OF DEPARTED PERSON ' S  BED OR ON ANY CLOTHES LEFT 
ABSENT PERSON WILL RETURN WITHIN 3 TO 5 DAYS 

get some of this here rock 
salt . And when you put i t  
down , j ust  anything that 
they ever s lep t on - any
thing they ever lef t there -
socks , or old shoes , or any 
bedclothes they laid on , 

well you j us t  take that and j us t  every morning , you ge t up , j ust sprinkle i t  all 
over that .  Take some of this sugar of lead with this rock salt • • •  

( Sugar of what? ) 
Sugar of lead - yes , sir , with this rock salt , beat i t  and put it  in the cen

ter of your bed [ center o f  b ed = quincunx] . Anywhere , they get a t ,  their mind 
ia right back where they come from. 

(!bat' s to bring - that ' s  if you want to hear from them or bring them back . )  
Yea sir . They coming back , they going to come back in - don ' t care , inside 

of three or five days she ' ll b e  back, if there any way for ' em to get there at 
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that time . [New Orleans , La . , ( 829) , 12 22 : 2 . ] 
12 70 7 .  Take quicksilver an '  sprinkle round de fiahplace from one corner to 

de o thah an' yo ' can ' t  nevah s i t  to it no mo ' . [The bottom o f  the firep lace is 

QUINCUNX RITE AT FIREPLACE 
a rectangle . To sprinkle from corner to corner is 
to sprinkle along the two diagonal lines , creating 
an "X'' , arossing up the firep lace . This sprinkling 

could be along 
here . ] 

the four outer lines and prob ab ly be as effec tive , but I doub t it 

(Why ? )  
Well , ' cause yo ' won ' be satis fied , yo ' ll be restless .  [ Fayetteville , N .  

Car . , ( 1428) , 25 78 : 8 . ] 
12 708 . Ah haven ' t  tried i t  mahself , but ah always heah dem say ,  if yo ' find 

where de rabb it ' s hop in de wood , or ei thah out in de fie ld j es '  where de 

ALL CORNERS OF HOUSE - PUT RABBIT DUNG BALL IN 
THIS WILL MAKE EVERYONE LIVING IN HOUSE MOVE OUT 

rabb it ' s  stop an ' yo ' find 
his [manure ] balls an '  yo ' 
git dos e  balls an '  place 
dose balls in each cornah 

o f  yore house . An ' dey tell me dat ' ll make yo ' move . [Rabb it ' s = rabb it has . ] 
(Well ,  now, I would get thos e and put them in the house and that would make 

that person move out of  that hous e .  You ge t nine of  these and you put some 
[ one ] in each cornah o f  the house , to make them move out of the house ? )  

Yes , de rabb it dung . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 155 3) , 
RABBIT BALLS UNDER FRONT 2827 : 4 . ] 
AND BACK DOORS - MOVES 12709 . Dey said go to a rabbit  an' git some little 

rabb it balls an' take them little b alls an' bury ' em 
tmdah de front do ' an '  undah de back . S ay dat will run ' em away . 

(Any number , i t  doesn ' t make any difference ? Anything like that?)  
No suh , no numb ah . 
(That is to  make them move out of  the house - this rabbi t  dung , these balls . )  

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1455 ) , 2644 : 21 . ] 
12 710 . If yo ' wuz sellin ' whiskey an' 

aroun ' yore house an ' yo ' wanted tuh keep 
de law wuz p retty bad , b o therin ' yo ' 
' em away , why yo ' kin take a rabb it -

KILL RABBIT AND CHICKEN - BURY FOOT FROM EACH AT 
FRONT GATE - THEN S TAY IN HOUSE 10 OR 15 MINUTES 
COME BACK OUT - DIG THESE FEET UP - REBURY THEM 
ONE ON RIGHT-HAND [ OUIWARD CORNER] OF S TEPS - OTHER 
ON LEFT-HAND [ OUTWARD CORNER ] OF STEPS - NO TROUBLE 
WITH THE LAW FOR BOOTLEGGING AS LONG AS THOSE FEET 
REMAIN FRESH - CHECK THEM - REPLACE WHEN NECES SARY 

kill a rabb it an ' yo ' kin 
kill a chicken . Take de 
chicken foot an '  de rabbit 
foo t an ' bury dem tuhget
hah in de gate where yo ' 
come intuh yore front do '  
at . Put dem in de ground 
an' bury dem tuhgethah . 
Den yo ' goes back in de 

house aftah yo ' do dat . Yo ' goes back in de house an '  yo ' probably stay in de 
bouse ten or fifteen minutes an ' den comes b ack out . Yo ' comes back out an '  yo ' 
digs dis rabb it foo t up an '  dis heah chicken foot , an '  yo ' don ' bury ' em  tuh
gethah nex' time ; yo ' bury one on de right-han ' s ide an '  one on de left-han ' 
side . De way ah heard i t ,  don ' make any difference which one yo ' put on de 
right an '  which one on de left . Yo ' bury one on de righ t  an ' one on de left 
on de lef t  side o f  de do ' s teps , by de cornah o f  de do ' s tep . An '  yo' takes one 
of de toes off  de chicken foot an '  carry it roun ' tuh de back do ' tuh keep ' em  
'way from de back , an ' yo ' bury dat down dere . An '  dey say yo ' von' have no 
troub le wit de law as long as dem fee ts is so lid . An '  when dey rot - yo ' kin 
tell when it will  rot down dere . Yo ' have tuh bury some mo ' . An ' yo ' won ' b e  
bothahed wit no l aw .  A lady down heah in town heah ,  she had a experience wit 
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dat . [ Faye tteville , N.  Car . , ( 1438) , 2604 : 7 . ] 
12 711 . Now , lak if yo ' wanta j ob ,  yo ' git - lo tsa peop le say yo ' git rabb it 

foot . Mah ole grandmother used to say yo ' could git rabb it foo ts an ' ah think 

TIE RABBIT FOOT TO FLY ROOT FOR JOB 
FOR IDENTITY OF FLY ROOT SEE LATER 

i t ' s  fly POot .  Anyway ah think i t ' s a 
fly , ah think she s ay dey used to git . 
Hit ' s a root made up j es '  lak a onion . 
[Fly root having a root like an onion I 

am unab le to identify , but an obs6lete meaning for this word fly spirit or a 
�tah 's attendant - should be a clue for a bo tanis t or  person interested in 
plant lore . Could this plan t be the wild onion ( sometimes called wi ld garlia , 
the A l lium vineale about which there is a rite somewhere in HOODOO? Poisonous? 
Did a witch rub or eat this root for the s ensation of flying? ] 

Yo ' take it  an '  yo ' taCk i t  on one end - put chew a s tring around de rabb it 
foot an' tie it  on de o ther end an' put dat in yore pocke t book . She say dat ' s 
good fo ' tuh git a j ob anywhere yo ' wanta git a j ob • • • •  Wel l ,  nobody else couldn' t 
s tay dere but chew. In other words de j ob would come normal to yo ' .  [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1080) , 1 749 : 2 . ] 

12 712 . An '  if  dey 
[mold ] o f  yore head . 

wanta run yuh , dey take yore hair , cut hair out de mole 
And some time dey do b e ' s fortunate enough to ke tch a rab

CATCH RABBIT - SPLIT HIDE - INSERT VICTIM' S HAIR 
RESEW HIDE - RELEASE RABBIT - VICTIM IN BRIAR PATCH 

b it live , split  his hide , 
his skin , and put dat hair 
in dere . And sew it up in 
dere and turn him loose 

an ' he [ rabbit ]  run to briar . When dey fin ' you [ your hair in the rabb i t ] , yo ' 
be having yo ' head stuck in a briar patch . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 2) , 886 : 7 . ] 

RABBIT BRAINS MAKES PERSON INVIS IBLE 
SO WILL BUZZARD BRAINS SAYS INFORMANT 

12713 . Take a rabb it ' s  brains an ' dis 
ole Hearts Co logne an ' dry de brains . 
Dust ' em [make a dus t of them] an ' den 
put dem in dat Hearts Own Co logne , in 

de bot tle an '  stop i t .  An '  dey 
becomes invisib le . ]  Dat ' s whut 

(You can ' t s ee him? ) 

to te dat an' yo ' c an ' t s ee ' im .  [The person 
dey tells me . 

No , sir , he ' ll disappear . 
tells me dat ' s whut dey has . 

(Who would do this ? )  
De man dat ' s into trouble . 

Yo ' s ee him an ' he ' ll go to nuthin . Well , dey 

(You said they also use this "getaway powder , "  use that and they can ' t  catch 
them? ) 

Dat ' s right . Now ah ' ve knowed o f  ' em using [ that ] . Dey ' d  git away wit i t ,  
too . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1129) , 1835 : 2 . ] 

12 714 . Ah say yo ' kin take a rabbi t  if 
or a woman, yo ' kin take de lef '  hin ' fee t  

a person - j es '  like if i t ' s a man 
[ foo t ] o f  a rabb it after yo ' done 

LEFT HIND FOOT OF RABBIT AFTER YOU KILL IT - WEAR IN 
POCKET OR PURSE - KEEP BATHED IN [n'D]  HEARTS COWGNE 
SPRINKLE ON [n'ED] IT ALSO DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - PULL THAT 
TENDON IN RABBIT ' S  FOOT TO MAKE IT MOVE - BE ALIVE 
[MAY BE ONLY MENTION OF PULLING TENDON - TO IMPRES S ?  ] 
TOUCH WITH FOOT PERSON YOU WANT AND YOU KIN GET 'EM 

killed him. Yo ' take 
dat lef ' hin ' fee t  o f  
dat rabbit  an ' if  yo ' 
wear i t  in yore pocke t  
or yore purse or sompin 
like that , whoever yo ' 
want tuh [be ]  round or 
sompin , well yo ' j es ' 

take that i f  yo ' keep that rabb it foot bathed in dis heah Hearts Perfume - if 
yo ' keep i t  bathed in Hearts Perfume and git chew some dragons b lood and sprin
kle on it ,  and wherevah yo ' go , yo ' know it ' s  a little cord in dat rabb it ' s 
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fee t ,  yo ' kin pull i t  an' i t  seem like i t ' s alive . [Pulling tendon of rabb it 
foot is rare in rites . ]  And if  yo ' go round wherevah yo ' go , if  yo ' take dat 
piece o f  roo t out of  yo ' pocket or either yore pocke tbook ,  and if yo ' j es '  
touch de person whoevah yo ' want o r  sompin like dat , yo ' kin get ' em . With 
the lef '  fee t of  de rabbit.  

(Do you touch them with your hand or mus t you touch them with the rabbit 
foot ? )  

With de rabb it foo t . 
(And what do you do with that cord [ tendon] ? 

Yo ' pull it . 
(When do you pull i t ? )  
Whenever yo ' g i t  aroun'  ' em .  See dat [ tendon ] work duh foo t .  
(Oh , you mus t  pull it  when you touch them , you mean ? )  
Yeah ,  see , when yo ' g o  in yo ' j es ' pull i t ,  see . That means yore workin ' . 

yo ' know, de rabb i t ' s foot - dat li ttle p iece of cord dat ' s  in it , yo ' know 
li t tle stringlike yo ' could put i t  and i t  will work . I t  come out of  de fee t 
chew know, piece of de flesh - whatevah i t  is - when yo ' cut i t  off . Dat ' s de 
lef '  hin ' foot of  de rabb it . [Mobile ,  Ala . , (688 ) , 95 7 : 5 . ] 

12 715 . I f  yo ' in a p lace an ' sellin ' whiskey - listen good den - yo ' git 
a rabbi t  foot , yo ' understand . An '  when yo ' git dat rabb it foot - unders tan '  -

CATCH AND cur OFF LEFT BACK FOOT OF LIVE RABBIT 
SOAK IT ALL DAY IN NEW BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 
NEXT DAY SAY : All THINK A.ll 'LL OPEN UP A LIKKA.H JOINT 
JES ' LAK DAT YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' :  YO ' KNOW AH 'M DE LAW 

ah don ' care if he j es '  
now go t sho t .  Now , ah ' m  
goin ' j es '  tell yo ' .  Yo ' 
have de rabb it live . 
Ketch him in a box , a 
trap box [ figure 4 trap ? ] .  

Yo ' don ' t have tuh set i t .  If  yo ' git dat rabbit an' yo ' git de lef t foo t .  Ah 
don ' mean de right foot - mean de left foo t ,  back foo t . All right , yo ' git  dat 
rabb i t ,  yo ' understan' , an ' yo ' go dere tuh de drugsto ' lak ah tell yo ' an ' git 
yo ' s ome Heart 's Co logne - cos t  ten cents a bo ttle [ during Great Depression ]  -
j es '  a bot tle ab out dis big [ demonstrates tiny bottle ] . I t  smell lak a perfume . 
All right , yo ' take dat rabb i t ' s foot an ' soak i t  in it all dat day - yo ' under
stan ' ,  yo ' soak i t  all dat day . De next day , don ' care whut man yo '  know , law 
or no law , yo ' go on , go out there . s ay ,  "Ah think ah ' ll open up a likkah 
j oint" - j es '  lak dat yo ' undahstan ' . "Yo ' know ah ' m  de law. " [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
( 1273) ' 2155 : 3 . ]  

12716 . Well,  you ke tch you a 
before you kill ' em ,  and take i t  

live rabbit an d  cut his left-hind foot off  
and put it  in a bag .  Get you b rick [make it 

CATCH LIVE RABBIT - CUT OFF HIS LEFT HIND LEG - THEN 
KILL ANIMAL - LEG IN BAG - ADD BRICK DUST - HAIRPINS 
OF WOMAN WANTED - TIE UP SACK - WEAR IN LEFT POCKET 

into ] dus t - make dust 
out of it , and take the 
hairpins of  whatever � 
en you want this to be. 
j ust take the hairpins 

she been using in her haid and put i t  in that 
left pocke t .  And as long as you do she can ' t 
the time . 

and tie i t  up , and tote it in your 
leave you, she be  right there all 

(I see , that ' s  t o hold a woman . )  
Yes . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 5 38) , 1009 : 7 . ] 
12717 . Take graveyard dirt an ' dey would go an ' git i t  an '  put it in a bag . 

Go to de head o f  a sinner ' s grave , dat is someone in hard luck [goes ] .  Dey go 
to de head of  dis s inner grave an ' dig down to de marshy dirt . Yo' see dat on 
top is dry an '  den why when you dig down in de ground it ' s  .araby. All' dey dig 
down an' gi t some of dis marshy dirt off  of a s inner grave froa de head. An' 
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den dey would put i t  in a bag 

BACK LEFT FOOT OF RABBIT - MARSHY DIRT UNDER 
HEAD OF S INNER ' S  GRAVE - WEAR IN BAG FOR LUCK 

an ' git whut dey call a rabb it 
foot an ' put in dere with i t ,  
an '  dat would caus e to bring 
good luck . 

wear i t  or carry 
De le ft foo t ,  
12718 . Get a 

a rabb it and ge t 

( I f  you are out o f  luck,  you 
that . What foo t  do you ge t from the rabb i t ? )  
de back . [Mobile ,  Ala . , (660) , 86 2 : 6 . ] 
rabbi t  leg .  Go to the graveyard and ge t the left-hind foot o f  
some of  that graveyard dust an d  put i t  i n  a sack an d  mix some -

LEFT HIND FOOT OF GRAVEYARD RABBIT - 3 DROPS OF THIS 
RABBIT ' S BLOOD - ONE INGREDIENT FORGOTTEN - BURY AT 
VICTIM' S DOOR - HE WILL BE BURIED IN SAME GRAVEYARD 
COWRED GRAVEYARD FOR COWRED - WHITE ONE FOR WHITE 

ah forge t what the man 
did . But dey mixed i t  
i n  with i t . And you know, 
you ' ll die . You ' ll go 
crazy and be buried at de 
same graveyard where dey 

go - to a colored graveyard or white graveyard . 
colored and go to a white graveyard for a white 
die . But I don ' t b elieve that . 

Go to a colored graveyard for 
person [ and do this ] and you ' ll 

(But they have to catch this rabbit  in the graveyard? ) [ This catching 
b lood mentioned later came before recording or while machine s topped . ]  

Yes , sir .  
(And what else did  they put there b es ides the graveyard dus t ?  What? ) 
And that lit tle - three drops of  b lood . 
(Of what ? )  
Rabb it ' s  b lood ,  you know , go tta ke tch de rabb it . 
(Oh ,  of the rabbi t ? )  
Yes , s ir .  
(And did they put some thing else in i t  too o r  was that all? ) 

and 

That ' s  all I knows they put in i t . That ' s  all I ' ve heard them say .  I ' ve 
never tried that . 

(Now, they use this graveyard dirt and this lef t  rabb it foot . The hind or 
the front leg ? )  

Th e  hind left foot of a rabb i t .  
(And three drops of  his b lood . And then you put in - a sack or what ? )  
I n  a sack . 
(And then you j us t  bury i t  out there? )  
Bury i t  a t  the pers on ' s doors tep . But they must go either to a colored or 

white grave, according to whe ther you are a colored or a whi te pers on ? )  
Yes , s ir .  [ViCksburg, Miss . ,  ( 745) , 1015 : 7 . ]  
12719 .  (You get a rabbit  foo t  you say ? )  
G i t  a rabb it foot an' � de � out d e  knee of  de foot  an ' � dat an' 

carry dat an ' yo ' ll have good luck in gamblin ' . 
(What foot from the rabbit?) 
De left . 
(Which left ? There are two left fee t . )  
So - a rabbi t  ain ' t got b ut one le f t ,  one right , fo ' [four ] fee t . 
(All right , which do you want ,  the fron t lef t  or the back left ? )  
De front . 
(The left fron t . ) [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1282) , 2179 : 4 . ] 
127 20 . Well , dey t ell me fo ' luck in gamblin ' , dey ' ll go out an ' dey ' ll git 

' em a rabb it  foot . An' dey cut i t  off j es ' right above de - right above de knee 
up dere , de le ft  knee . An '  dey take dat dere rabbi t  foo t an ' dey dress it .  Dey 
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dz>ess i t  wi th lodestone an '  keep i t  dissolved [ fed ] in Hea:Pts Co logne . An '  dey 
tote dat in dey watch pocke t ,  an ' if dey go out den dey kin win. 

(You say they use the left hind 

RABBIT LEFT HIND LEG - D�SS ONCE LODESTONE 
FEED FREQUENTLY WITH HEARTS COWGNE - GAMBLE 

leg? ) [ Left hind leg must have 
been given before recording 
began . ]  
De left hind one . 
(And they keep that in this 

Hea:Pts Co logne so they will win in a gambling game? 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1412) , 25 38 : 6 . ] 
127 21 . An '  anothah thing , yo ' ketch a rabbi t an ' yo ' cut his foo t  off.  his 

left  foot , an' turn him loose an ' le t him go . An ' git chew a p iece of devil ' s

CUT OFF RABBIT ' S LEFT-FRONT FOOT - TURN ANIMAL LOOSE 
ABOUT FOOT WRAP DE DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRINGS - ADD FIVE-FINGER 
GRASS - THESE 3 THINGS SEW UP IN RED CLOTH - MAKE A 
BAG - FEED HEARTS COLOGNE - THIS IS A HAND FOR A JOB 

shoestrings an' a 
piece of five-finger 
root . An '  yo ' put 
them three things to
ge thah . An '  yo ' jes ' 
take it an ' wrap dat 

devil ' s-shoes trings round dat rabb it foo t ,  an' yo ' sew it  up in a piece of red 
cloth , an '  yo ' make a sack out of i t ,  bag-like , an '  yo ' feed hit on Hea:Pts Co l
ogne . An '  dat ' s  ano thah thing fo ' a j ob - good luck . Long as yo ' tote dat yo ' ll 
git a j ob anywhere . 

(You get the left  foot . Which one ? He had two left  fee t . ) 
De left  front fee t .  [Brunswick. Ga . , (1224) , 2082 : 3 . ] 
127 22 . Take an ' wear dat [ rabb it foot ] .  
(From which foot ? )  
De left  foot . 
(Which one , front or b ack ? )  
D e  front - ' cause de back is longer , de front is a little short foo t . Dey 

take an ' run a s tring - yo ' bo '  a hole in i t  if yo ' kin , an ' yo ' wear i t  round 

LEFT FRONT FOOT - HOLE THROUGH - STRING - WEAR ABOUT 
WAIST OR NECK - WHOEVER YOU WORKING FOR - RUB FOOT 
FOR THAT PERSON - USING HEARTS COWGNE - FOR GAMBLING 

yore wais t or either 
round yore neck . All 
right , yo ' got a rabbi t  
foot den , an ' whoever 
yo ' wearin' dat foot 

fo ' , ' cause den yo ' 
up fo ' dem.  

be dealin ' wit dat person an '  yo ' goin ' keep dat foot rubbed 

(How do they rub it up ? )  
Heazots Co Zogne . 
(What wil l that rabb i t  foot do for them? ) 
Aw, that ' s  luck , sech as gamb lin' an '  all , p laying bolito • • •  [ S avannah 11 Ga • •  

( 125 2) , 212 6 : 4 . ]  
127 23 . Then yo ' take - now i f  yo ' a gamblin '  man ,  yo ' kin take a rahb�t an' 

ke tch him. Take his left front feet an ' cut i t  off  right in de knee j oint dem . 

CUT OFF LEFT FRONT RABBIT LEG AT KNEE - IN BOTTLE OF 
HEARTS COWGNE UNTIL DRY - WEAR IT FOR LUCK TO WIN 

an '  git chew a bottle of 
Hearts Co Zogn.e .- ' pa£ on 
it .  Keep it up d.l.1. �t 
git dry , yo ' take �t .-' 

put i t  right in yore fob pocke t up heah on yore pants , an ' go to a sa-e an' rub 
�t in yore han '  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Rub it in dere .  Go in dere an' win 
vhut chew wanta win . Dat de way ah did . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1303) . 2122 : 2 . ] 

12 7 24 .  (Are they different from any other kind of rabbit or DOtt) 
Jest looks de same . 
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(And where do you catch them then? ) 
Well,  yo ' kin catch ' em round the graveyard some p lace . 
(And then what would you do with that? ) 
You will take his front right foot • • •  

(Front right foot ? )  
Yes , an '  wear i t  in your pocke t .  
(Do you kill the rabbit o r  what? ) 
We ll , try to  ke tch him alive and take dat foot off  an ' turn him loose • • •  dat' s 

more better . 
(Oh ,  I see . You don ' t kill him, j us t  cut that foot while he is alive ? ) 
And turn him loose . 
(And now what did you s ay you put with that? ) 

You puts a little of  dat High John de Conkah and a little of dat perfume and 
wear i t  in your pocke t amongs t  your money . Them things supposed to be  very 
lucky . [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 466 , Doctor Paul Bowes) , 46 3 : 6 . ] 

RIGHT FRONT FOOT OF RABBIT IS LUCKY HAND GAMBLING 
127 25 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say ,  
some of ' em gambling , say 
when dey want a good lucky 

hand, why gits a 
right foot . An '  
p re tty lucky . 

- git ' em a rabbit foo t an ' put in dere [ the hand] - a rabb it ' s  
some o f  ' em gits a mole foo t .  Ah know mahself a mo le foo t is 

(What foo t do they ge t of  the mole?)  
De right foo t ,  de fron t one . 
(Which right foot do they ge t of  the rabb it? ) 
De right front foot .  [S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 8) , 1586 : 6 . ] 
12 7 26 . Them goes to work and git a rabbit - a wood rabb it foo t - and put 

s alt on it and wrop it up tight and he nevah tell you no . 

INSTEAD OF GRAVEYARD RABBIT USE A WOOD OR WOODS ONE 
WEAR RIGHT FRONT LEG FOR JOB - NO BOSS COULD REFUSE 

( The boss won ' t . ) 
No . You must go de same 
day [ you catch rabb it ] . 
I f  you kin know de day 

yo ' b irth ,  dey bery day yo ' b irth , go dat day . 
you no .  [Even President Franklin D .  Roosevelt 

(What foot do you take ? )  

President Rooseve l t  can ' t te Z Z  
could not refuse you. ] 

Right one . 
(Which one , front or back? ) 
De one in de fron t ,  de front foot . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  (543) , 6 7 7 : 4 . ] 
127 27 . Yo ' could take a rabbit foot - cut de rabb i t ' s left foot off an ' to te 

i t  i n  yore pocke t ,  i n  yore lef t  pocke t ,  an '  dey say that would cause yo ' tub-win . 
Keep yo ' lucky . 

( The left foo t - ei ther 
Yess uh ,  the back foot . 
12 7 28 . Left-hind foot 

89 1 : 6 . ]  

one ? )  
[ Fayetteville 2497 : 1 . ]  

of rabb it carry in pocket , lucky in gamb ling . [Mob ile 

127 29 . Left-hind foot of  rabb it and hawk foot , dressed in urinate and Hearts 
Co logne ;  that keeps anyone from hurtin ' yuh , all enemies away , an '  give her good 
luck . "  [Wilmington 249 : 2 . ] 

----127 30 . Git de left-bin ' laig of a rabbit foot and you git all de good luck 
in de worl ' you want . [ Jacksonville 696 : 8 . ] 

12731 . Either [you can ] take a rabbi t  tail an' i t  would make yo ' lucky . 
(Lucky for what? ) 
Oh, dat' s j es '  lucky fo ' gamb ling or anythin ' lak dat .  [Fayetteville 2534 : 4. ]  
12732 . I have heard of  a fellow ge tting a ' coon [ racoon ] an d  taking his 
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privates and wrapping it  up in a bag ,  and keep that 

RACCOON PRIVATE PARTS AND HUMAN LOVE 

RAILROAD SPIKE DRIVE AT HER DOOR TO GIVE RHEUMATISM 

nail it down at de do ' s tep , an '  when she dig it out 
her laig so she git so she cain' t walk [ she ' ll get ] 
tism . 

in his pocket , and he would 
go and take the private 
advantage of a woman . 
[Hampton , Va . , by Ediphone. ] 
12 733 . If  yo' take dis 
heah railroad spike an '  

she commence crampin' in 
see , sompin lak de rheuma-

(You would do that at the door , that is , i f  that [ she ] were your enemy , and 
that would give her those pains? )  

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1505) , 26 7 2 : 2 . ] 
12 734 . Ah ' ve heard where yo ' could wreck a train or somepin lak dat . Dat 

whut yo ' speakin ' about ?  Well,  dey tell me dat de way yo ' d  wreck de train , yo ' 

RAILROAD SPIKE DRIVEN BETWEEN RAILS OR TIES OF TRACK 
STOPS TRAIN TO INJURE A KILLeR OR TO PREVENT ESCAPE 

drive a iron [ railroad ]  
spike - lak dere be s ome
body on de train dat chew 
wanta git hurt or  somepin 

lak dat . Yo ' jes ' take an' drive a iron 
de train git tub i t ,  well ,  qui te natchly 
tuh see i t .  

spike in between de track an '  den when 
i t  would wreck it , dey not bein '  ab le 

(Drive the spike in between the track ? )  
Yeah , j es '  a long spike - anything yo ' know tuh s top dat kil ler dere from 

goin ' . See , dat ' ll wreck de train . [ Somewhere in HOODOO a woman stops a train 
at a railroad crossing by magic means . ]  [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1391) , 2495 : 1 . ]  

12735 . I ' ve heard tell of ' em takin ' soak and soapin ' the track .  Well , 
that' s to hold down t rains and - the same as zhor girl had lef ' from here . You 

BRING BACK GIRL BY SOAPING TRAIN RAILS SHE LEAVES ON 
wan t her even to come 
back or b e  dis-success ful 
w ' ere she is . Then you 

take that soap and sliCk on the side of the track [ the one she travels over when 
leaving you] on the rai l ,  top of the bal l [ top surface of  the rail ] .  And i t  say 
the way she wen t ,  she will come back - come b ack to you . [New Orleans , La . , 
(between 812-814) , 1142 : 3 . ] 

12 736 . Well yo ' know dese lit tle rats [mice ? ] be ' s  in de house . Well, yo ' 
git one of  dose an ' buy yo ' some mo ' whiskey , see . Jes ' git half a p int or a 

!!!, [OR MOUSE ] - DROWN LIVE ONE IN BOTTLE OF WHISKEY 
GIVE DRINKS TO A DRUNKARD - MAN OR WOMAN - AS A CURE 

pin t ,  but put it  in j ab  
where yo ' kin put dat rat 
in i t ,  see . Put him in 
dere ' live an '  shet it 

down an '  set it in a cornah till dat rat drown ,  see . An' yo ' git all his 
strength in dat whiskey . Yo ' take dat rat out an' throw him away or eithah 
'barn him up in de fireplace . I t  would be b est  fo ' yo ' tub burn him up , see . 

Den yo ' take dat whiskey - don ' t s train it  or nuthin, j es '  put it  back in a 
pint bottle,  see . See , j es '  lak yo ' ole lady come in , see ,  an '  she wanta drink , 
._ say ,  "Well , yo ' know ah s o  wished ah had a drink . "  Yo ' say ,  "Ah think 
a've got a lit tle drink . "  Yo ' s till continually give her a drink out of dat . 
�t' ll make bah sick but when she git b ettah of dat sicknes s ,  she won ' t nevah 
4riDk anothah drink of  whiskey . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1211) , 2048 : 11. ] 

127 3 7 .  You go an ' get you a ..!:.!!• a rat an '  jes ' i!Y the hind leg , an '  give 
die child to eat ,  an '  � your wish while they eatin' i t .  [Cure for wetting 
lied. ] [Richmond , Va . , ( 40 4 ,  "Humpadee" , female roo t doc tor) , 358: 7 . ] 
---12738 . To bring to your house , go to man ' s  house , ge t tail of [his ] � 
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shirt ,  .lli_ i t  off , take home , [put on i t ]  Luaky Heart perfwne , put rat manure 
in this and lodestone , go to eas t  corner of house [ a  house has an east s ide but 
two eas t  corners ] and bury i t ,  � [b ring ] him there . [Why the rat manure? ] 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 963) , 1555 : 5 . ] 

12 739 . Ah say yo ' kin make a family break up easy if  yo ' want tuh . Jes ' lak 
ah wanta git rid of Doc an '  his wife , make ' em fuss . Git some rattan root or 

bush an' tie it  up together 
RATTAN PLANT - BEND - PUT IN HOUSE MAKES QUARRELS an ' put i t  to dere house , or 

ei ther hide i t  j es '  anywhere 
in de house . Every t ime dey come in dey ' ll be  fightin ' an '  fussin ' . 

(Rattan . What does it look like ? )  
Yo ' know de rattan .  I t ' s sompin dat bends s o  [demons trates an arch ] in de 

woods . Yo ' know how it bends an ' twists , yo ' know. Grow in de swamps . 
(Do they make baske ts out of that? ) 
Some people do , yes s ir .  Now , i t ' ll  break up any home in de world if yo ' 

cut up dat .  Git de roo t o f  dat an '  put i t  in de house , dey shore goin ' tuh 
squabb le . [ I  am unab le to identify informant ' s  rattan. ] [Brunswick , Ga . ,  
( 1240) , 2110 : 5 . ] 

12 740 . Ge t a rattlesnake - ah heard yo ' take de rattles , yo ' know, an ' keep 
' em in yore trunk till yo ' git ten years o f  age , an ' den yo ' become wealthy . 

Cut de rattles o ff o f  ' im 
RATTLESNAKE BUTTONS 10 YEARS IN TRUNK BRINGS WEALTH an '  put dem in a trunk , 

put dem in j es '  where de 
air c an ' t strike i t .  Yo ' see whut ah mean .  Fo ' ten years yo ' ll b e  a wealthy 
man . 

(You keep them in the re ten years before you are a wealthy man . ) [ S t .  
Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 169 3 : 9 . ] 

12 74 1 .  Ah have to te ' em fo ' p ro tec tion . 
( Those rattlesnake buttons ? For what ? )  
Ah have to te ' em fo ' p ro tec tion , fo ' workin ' ' mongst mens . Now ,  ah ' m  a man 

an' mah bossman - make ' em think that he ' s  workin' . An '  yo ' can ' t  run me off . 
( That is if you want to ho ld a j ob ? )  
I f  ah wanta hold it . [Sumter ,  S .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2399 : 8 . ] 
12742 . Dey kin t ake yore shoes dat chew wear every day , if  dey kin gi t holt 

of it an' if  dey kin git a rattlesnake . Git de hai d .  Git him mad an' g i t  dat 

RATTLESNAKE MAKE MAD - CUT OFF HEAD - DRY AND POWDER 
PUT IN VICTIM' S SHOE - RUNS HIM AWAY - IN HAT BLINDS 

rattlesnake haid an '  dry 
i t .  Le t it  come s o  yo ' 
kin j es '  compound i t  up . 
Unders tand , compound i t  

up good an '  put i t  in somewhere - inside de linin ' o f  his shoe . I t  go t linin ' 
in dere , an ' i t  surely runs yo ' off . Or yo ' kin put i t  in de b and o f  yore hat . 
Either one . Den yo ' c an' t see . I t  will b lind yo ' ,  cause yo ' know yo ' sheds 
yore skin , an ' yo ' kin git  blind from i t .  Jes ' as shure as • • • •  [Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 1361) , 2399 : 7 . ] 

127 43 . I have heard that in some parts of 
seems as though they have quite a • • •  some thing 

RAXTLESNAKE HEADS CRUSHED AND POWDERED IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA - PUTS LIVE SNAKES IN PEOPLE 

South Carolina - of course i t  
against S outh Carolina - that you 
crush snake heads . One woman 
would pay so much for rat tlesnake 
heads , j ust cut this rattlesnake 
head off and make a powder from 

thea. And they would send these to the people who were envious towards the 
others , and that would cause snakes to come in their bodies . I imagine this 
powder they put in their food . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 253) , 250 : ? ]  
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12744.  Rattlesnake mahrs ter [master ] why yo ' git dat herb an '  i t  has - it 
grows kinds about lak mah finge r ,  de bot tom of i t .  De root is large , sometime 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - KEEP IN POCKET OR CHEW 
THIS ROOT HELPFUL IN GETTING JOBS OR FAVORS 

i t  dat long [ demonstrate s ] .  Well , 
yo ' git dat .  Ah mean yo ' pull dat 
up , an '  den all around dere i t ' s  
differen t colors - dis root [ ex

plains it ] dey sprinkles out dere like dat , an' dis heah at de bot tom of i t ,  
dat ' s d e  root down dere , an '  dese grows all around dere . Well , now dat' s  de 
lucky root . Yo ' put dat in yore pocket an '  use with dese  things . 

Den some time yo ' kin take one of dose [ roots ] an ' put i t  in yore mouth an '  
ch ew  it  yo ' know - when yo ' around like dat kind [bos s ? ] ,  yo ' know [he spits ] 
dere [ in his p resence ] a little bit an' dat help yo ' out a who le lots . 

(In what ? )  
In gittin '  j obs , gittin '  favors • • •  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1167 ) , 1963 : 4 . ] 
127 45 . Dey tells me of a roo t - dat ' s  a rattlesnake master . Yo ' use dat an '  

put i t  in de whiskey an' stroke his step down different ways wit  dat , an ' den 
point de way to yore house . Dat ' ll [ tha t ]  man will walk ovah dere , he ' ll go an' 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - DRESS [=  SOAK ] IN WHISKEY - GO 
TO VICTIM' S HOUSE - WITH DRESSED ROOT STROKE DOWN 
HIS DOORSTEP DIFFERENT WAYS - THEN POINT ROOT TO 
YOUR HOUSE - VICTIM WILL SOON COME TO YOUR HOUSE 
WITH OBJE CTS YOU HAD IN MIND WHILE DRESSING ROOT 

git dem things , an' come 
back to you wit i t .  
(You don ' t give this man 
any whiskey to drink?) 
No sir . 
(You j ust soak the root 
in the whiskey . )  
Den take i t  an ' go to his 
doorstep an' wipe i t  on 

dere an '  point [ the root ] de way to yore house . He come out dat do ' de next 
mawnin ' , his mind will git so fuddled , he ' ll go b ack an' git dem things an '  
bring dem to you . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 74) , 1738 : 5 . ]  

WEAR RATTLESNAKE MASTER IN CLOTH [A  HAND] AND 
EVERY MORNING RUB IT OVER YOUR FACE - GET JOB 

127 46 . Rattlesnake mars ter like 
dat is good.  Jes ' take it  yo ' 
know an '  wear i t  chew know in a 
piece of clo th yo ' know. An' 

den every mawnin ' yo ' take an' rub i t  in 
s trates ] ,  an ' den rub it  ovah yore face . 

(What will that do for you? ) 

yore han ' j es '  like dis heah [demon-

Gi t a j ob .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 117 7) , 1990 : 10 . ] 
12 747 . Yo ' kin take rattlesnake marster , spice an' yo ' kin take Hearts tl.»> 

CoZogne an '  alum an '  yo ' put dat in a li ttle bag an' yo ' kin carry it ' long �t 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - SPICE - ALUM : 3 IN CLOTH BAG 
l'HIS HAND - FEED [ TO POWER I T ]  HEARTS OWN COLOGNE 
YOU CAN GET JOB ANYWHERE AND BE THE LAST ONE FIRED 

chew in yore pocke t ,  but 
chew wanta have yo ' aa.e 
Hearts Ol..m Co Zogne al.aa&, 
yo ' know , to ' noint it �t, 
yo ' know, an ' keep dat 

liven up . [Dressing or feeding a hand as here gives i t  Ufe , power . ] AD' yo' 
kin go an ' yo ' kin gi t a j ob most anywhere . An '  when yo ' git i t  chew be de last 
one to be cut off  prac tically ,  i f  de [dey or dere ] be any cutting off be1ag dane. 

(You would be the las t one fired . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1844: 9. ] 
12 74 8 .  Get yo ' a piece o f  rattlesnake mars ter - git chew a piece of rattle

snake marster an '  some devi l ' s-shoes tring an' put i t  dere in yore bouse, OD yo ' . 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
IB HOUSE - RENTMAN WILL NEVER BOTHER YOU 

an' yo ' kin stay dere [1D the house ] 
long as yo ' want an '  he 11011' t bo ther 
yo ' - de rent JBaD WOD1 t bother you. 
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[Waycross , Ga . , (1126) ,  1832 : 2 . ] 
12749 . Yo ' take dat • • • an' yo ' puts a piece of rattlesnake mas ter , put a 

leaf of dat fern . 
( Leaf o f  that fern . )  
An '  chip off from rattlesnake master an '  put i t  into a bot tle an ' dat ' s fo ' 

good luck . Dat ' ll make yo ' peaceful at home . Dat ' ll keep yo ' in peace at home . 

A RATTLESNAKE MASTER - FERN LEAF - BOTTLED - HOME PEACE 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - BURN ROOT TO POWDER 
SPRINKLE ROUND BOSS - CHEW SHAME BRIER ROOT 

AND SPIT NEAR HIM FOR JOB - JOB IS YOURS 

[ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  
( 12 2 4) , 2082 : 7 . ]  
12 75 0 . Ah hear dat 
if a man wanted a j ob 
an ' he couldn ' t git 
none no way , he go an ' 
git one - ah ain ' t 
nevah tried i t  but ah 

hear de fac t o f  i t .  Ah don ' t  know whe ther yo ' eve r  hear te ll of  dis rattlesnake 
mars ter roo t an' burn it into a powder , an '  yo ' take dat powder ,  j e s t  lak dis 
is yore j ob heah .  Well , ah come to de j ob an' ah sprinkle dat powder round de re. 
Den ah git me some o f  dis shame brier roo t ,  a lit tle brier dat grows dey call de 
shame b rier . Ah don ' t know whe ther yo ' evah hear tell o f  it . [ For shame brier 
and i ts various names , see No . 2290 , p . 6 46 f . , v . l ,  and e lsewhere . ]  An' ah ' ll 
take dat shame brier roo t an '  den ah ' ll chew it , lak ah ' m  talkin' wid chew , 
[ and say ] "Ah wants a j ob ,  Cap tain . " Why all de time dat me an ' yo ' talkin ' 
ah b e  chewin ' dat root an' spittin ' . Dey tell me i f  yo ' do dat ,  why he ' ll do 
j es t ' xactly whut chew tell ' im to do . He ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  Or if yo ' wants 
money , yo ' take dat shame b rier root an ' dat rattlesnake marster dust , after 
yo ' pound dat root  up , ari' keep it in yore pocke t whils t yo ' talkin ' [ to bo ss ] . 
Spi t an' chew it an ' have dat dus t - throwin ' dat dust out , yo '  know. [Waycross, 
Ga . , ( 1120a) , 1799 : 6 . ]  

1275 1 .  Well de first thing would b e  if  yo ' wan ted a j ob .  An '  dat go fo ' a 
j ob ,  a favor or money or anything. Dat chew would git chew some o f  dis root 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER AND SPICE - CHEW FORMER FIRST 
HOLD JUICE IN MOUTH - SPIT THAT WHEN SPEAKING TO 
BOSS - ALWAYS TURN HEAD AWAY TO SPIT - ASK FOR JOB 

whut de ' [ they ]  call rat
tlesnake mars ter , an ' 
spice . An ' yo ' take dat 
root an' yo ' chew dat rat
tlesnake mars ter ,  but chew 

have [hold ] de spice in yore mouth . An '  yo ' spit dat when yo ' speakin ' tub him. 
' Fore yo ' consult him yo ' spi t  from him an ' nevah spi t  tuh him. Den he cannot 
turn yo ' down even [whether ] i t ' s money or j ob or whut . If he don ' t place yo ' 
den,  he will p lace yo ' [ later ] , but don ' t nevah spi t ,  j es '  spi t tuh him but 
[when] chew spi t j es '  turn away from him, turn yore haid from him an' spit . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1086 ) , 1755 : 3 . ] 

12 75 2 .  Git a roo t dey call de rattlesnake marster ,  an ' spice , an ' yo ' kin 
put dat in yore mouth an ' chew dat . If yo ' wants a favah done or anything like 
dat , spi t  toward de person-yQT be talkin ' to an1 he ' ll - can ' t not hardly turn 
yo ' down . [This informant is sep arated from preceding informant by 5 8  infor
mants and considerable time . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1135) , 1844 : 3 . ] 

12 75 3 .  De rat tlesnake master [plant not snake ] hi t go t dust i n  i t  dat will 
b lind a person . Well ,  yo ' see ,  keep i t  till it git dry . When i t  git dry j es '  

RATTLESNAKE MASTER POWDER THROWN INTO EYES - BLINDS 
shake dat dust out of it  
into sompin an' den when 
yo ' shake i t  into sompin ,  

yo ' gi ' where somebody wanta b lin' somebody wi t i t . Throw it at ' em ,  throw it 
in his face . [Whether rattlesnake master powder actually blinds , I do not know . 
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Anything into eyes would b e  dangerous . There are a number of these throwing
into-the eyes rites in HOODOO. ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1224) , 2082 : 6 . ] 

12754 . Ah heard dat chew could [ take ] a raven ' s  aig .  Go find his nes t an '  
take d e  aigs outs his nes t an '  boil ' em.  Say ,  cook ' em,  an '  return ' em back 

RAVEN EGG BOIL AND RETURN TO NEST - RAVEN GETS MAGIC 
STONE TO TEST EGG - BOILER OF EGGS STEALS LUCK STONE 

to dat nest ,  an' dat 
raven would go SOIIII!Where 
an ' git a s tone , an '  
bring i t  back an' jes ' 

put i t  in dat nes t .  Den yo ' go dere an' gi t dat s tone , an '  yo ' have all de 

luck yo ' wanta fo ' anything . [ This e gg-sub s ti tution ri te in various forms is 
told about di f ferent b irds in HOODOO. ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1174) , 199 4 : 1. ] 

12755 . Yo ' could take a razor an' put i t  in d e  center of yore b ed crossways . 
An '  if yo ' was angry with a person an '  yo ' couldn ' t gi t to them yourself , yo 1 
RAZOR WRAPPED IN PAPER CONTAINING OWNER ' S  NAME 
WOMAN LAYS IT UNDER MATTRESS AND CROSSWAYS OF BED 
HORIZONTAL RAZOR CROSSING VERTICAL MATTRESS MAKES 
SIGN OF CROSS - SHE IS CROSSING HIM - PUTTING SPELL 
ON HIM - SHE MUST SLEEP ON RAZOR - SOMEONE CUTS HIM 
RAZOR IN CENTER OF BED 4 CORNERS IS A QUINCUNX RITE 

could write their name [on 
a large sheet of paper ] 
an '  wrap this razor iD it , 
an' put i t  in de center of 
yore bed crossways an' yo ' 
go tuh bed on it that 
nigh t .  It be  between two 
mattresses or  either under 

one mattress on de springs . An '  i t  would cause them tuh git cut . But yo ' would
n ' t be doin ' anything , yo ' j es '  be  there only ; b ut by his name being wrapped in 
dis razor , yo ' could harm dem that way . 

(How do you mean crossways in the bed? ) 
If  i t ' s a long razor • • •  
[ I interrup t and demonstra te . ] 
(Here ' s  the b ed .  Do you put i t  this way or that way ? )  
Put i t  that way - crossways . 
(You put i t  across the width of the bed . 

cut? ) 
That would cause them [him] to get 

Yes , yes . [ Ther e are o ther r ites in HOODOO causing a man to be cut , sho t ,  
arres ted , etc . ] [ Faye tteville , N.  Car . , ( 1390) , 249 4 : 3 . ] 

12 756 . Yo ' git chew some red peppahs an' not no white beans , [ but ] red be� 
an '  j is '  throw dem underneat '  de house where dey go tta come out  • • •  underneat1 de 
steps fo ' 9 mawnin1 s ,  an' den de nex' [morning ] aftah dem 9 mawnin' s dey gotta 
.ave . [Algiers , La . , ( 1596) , 3001 : 7 . ] 

127 5 7 . Yo ' gi t red beans an ' yo ' git gumbo fil� an' yo ' s oak them beans iD , 
that gumbo file an ' peppah , but yo ' j is ' put the leas t watah that they ' ll j is '  

, swe�l up ,  yo ' unde rs tan ' , in that 
lED BEANS - SOAKED IN GUMBO FILE AND PEPPER file , enough to j is '  git chure 
lOLL BEANS UNDER VICTIM' S STEPS TO MOVE HIM han'  in de can or somepiD • • •  � 

chew got ' em in . An '  j is'  stlr 
' ea  up an ' throw ' em undah de s tep or in front dey do ' - anywhere so loa& as 
dey roll . [This is a PO L ling ri te . ] That ' ll move ' em.  

(Do you take any number of  red beans or j us t  a handful or • • • ?)  
No , yo ' git only a nickel' s wor th or half-a-nicke l.  Yo ' got ta have plea�, 

dey got ta have movin ' power. [That haZf-a-nicke l was and s till is a ._  es
pression to me . A gunibo is many kinds of  a thick s tew in New Orle.Ds - litiS 
!'he OriginaZ Picayune Creo te Cook Book , pp . 26-30 , the 1938 editiaa. tbe aae I 

, 
bought in New Orleans that year . File , not filet , is a powder. a .. ,...,., .. -.de 
fn:a tender sassafras leaves . Gwribo fi zJ is a special type of �- Ve have 
�ral other red-bean ri tes in HOODOO. ] [Algiers , La. , (1584) . 29S2: 4. ] 
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RED POWDER FROM GERMANY - AN INGREDIENT CALLED 
GRETNA FOR INDUSTRIAL TOWN ACROSS RIVER FROM NEW 
ORLEANS - AND SUGAR :  3 MIXED - BOOTLEGGING LUCK 
AS A GUESS I WOULD IDENTIFY SUBSTANCE AS INCENSE 

12758 . How , [ of ]  course I 
was boot legging myself and 
I had a powder that I used 
to use . Of course , this pow
der come from Germany [which 
may nor have b een true ] . 
(What was i t  called? ) 

of the powder , but i t  was mixed 
(Oh ,  you cal led it G� tna? ) 

Well ,  I don ' t  know the name 
up with a s imple thing , some G� tna. 
[ This could be something so ld by someone in 

Gre tna back in 19 38 . ] 
G� tna. 
[ I turn off machine but res tart i t  at word sugar . ] 
(Yes , and you mixed i t  with s ugar , you say ? )  
Mix i t  with sugar . 
(And i t  turned what?)  
It  would turn red ,  and after [ that ] you would burn it ,  you ' d have to  burn it 

with solid whi te paper . And after you would burn this , about ten minutes after 
that ,  you wouldn' t  have to worry . You could be sitting down and p eople would 
come from all , every direction , to your place to buy s tuff there . 

(How much did you pay for that? ) 
One dollar . 
(One dollar , I see . )  
Yes , sir . 
(They made i t  in Germany . What color powder was it ? )  
I t  was a red powder . [This is an interes ting illustration of hundreds of 

special or isolated mixtures floating ab out , compounds that never came into 
general use . I am guessing that this was a cheap incense , though a dollar dur
ing the Great Depression was money ! ]  [New Orleans , La. , ( 860 ) , 1370 : 3 . ] 

12759 . Yo ' see lak yo ' wanta break up a man an ' his wife , why yo ' kin git 
some of dis red shank root . Ah don ' t [ us e ]  it  but ah ' d  know de bush , but ah 

RED SHANK ROOT - CUT UP FINE - EVERY MORNING BEFORE 
DAY - LEAVE ON THEIR PORCH - MAN AND WOMAN SEPARATE 

know what roo t i t  is . 
See . Yo ' git dat red 
shank an '  dey tell me , if 
yo ' cut it up fine • • •  

Yo ' git  up every morning befo ' day an '  j e s ' go up an ' s Zip [ stealthily leave ] 
some of i t  on de porch . Long as yo ' do dat , dey never gi t ' long and so finally 
j es t  have to [ leave each o ther ] .  [ Red shank roo t  appears in several o ther ri tes 
but I am unab le to identify the p lant . I t  may be several different p lants in 
different parts of the count ry . ]  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 106 7) , 1728 : 7 . ] 

12760 . Yo ' kin take dis heah bush yo ' call rhubarb . Dere ' s  a root chew call 
rhubarb bush . Yo ' kin take da t bush an' mayb e ah know yore mad wit me . Ah ' 11 

RHUBARB ROOT BURIED AT GATE PREVENTS VIOLENCE WITHIN 
take dat bush an ' ah ' ll 
carry i t  to mah house an ' 
ah ' ll put i t  right down 

at mah gate . Yo ' might done sont [ sent ] me word dat chew comin' ovah dere an '  
run me away - or do somepin to me . AH 'LL GIT DAT ROOT AN '  AH 'LL PUT IT DOWN AT 
III GME,. AN ' WHEN YO ' COME IN DERE .. YO 'LL BE JEST AS FRIENDLY WIT ME AS YO ' IS 
NOV. Now , ah done seen dat tried . 

[A compliment out of  the pas t for the author ! ]  
A man sent de word by me to anothah individual dat he was gwine come ovah 

dere an' beat him or kill him,  an ' ah run back an' tole dis fellah an' he tole 
• •  "Well, ah'm gwin [ going to ] s top him. " He runs out an ' gi t  dat , kep t  i t  
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ovah in de new ground , an' got a piece of  dat rhubarb roo t  an '  buried i t  down 
at de gate .  

Mr . Wade , he come - a whi te man couldn ' t  - Mr .  Wade come up dere - found out 
about i t  so dis fellah wouldn ' t be caught , some s candal come to a head . An '  Mr . 
Wade got dere . Dis fellah he went an' got dat rhubarb root an ' put i t  down a t  
de gate . Mr . Wade drive ovah dere , got down an' come i n  de house , s ay ,  "Well ,  
S am, how come yo ' pick that [ cot ton o r  tobacca? ] ?  

He say , "Well . " An '  say , "Ah 1iecided ah wouldn ' t fool with dat . " 
Now ,  he done tole me up dere to his house [before ] he come down here an '  whup 

him or kill him. But he walked in de gate j e s t  pleasant as he wus wit me . 
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1138) , 1854 : 4 . ] 

1276 1 .  [ Roots o f  course are everywhere in HOODOO , though they are arranged 
under various other headings . Very interes ting among them are shapes such as 

ROOTS - A VAST FIELD S CATTERED THROUGH HOODOO 
a root in the shape o f  a woman 
cooked for [ female trouble ] ,  
wha tever that means ( cylinder 

702 ,  informant 564 , JaCksonville , Fla . ) ; and a roo t  in the shape of  a lizard , 
cooked and administered to remove li zard in a person ( same re ference on cylin
der 70 3) . Roo t shap es I did no t  explore very wel l .  The same thing was true of 
candle shapes . You are held in check by fear of  leading quest ions . ]  

12 76 2 .  Informant showed me 2 handS , a whi te one [ smal l  package ] for luck 
and a red one for a j ob .  These handS were called mojohs , the one for j ob cost
ing $ 3 . 00 - real money during the Great Dep ression . These hands came from per
son informant called a �ot worker.  Long story not worth trans crib ing . [Wi l
mington , N .  C ar . , ( 2 20 ) , 1 5 2 : 5+85 . ]  

1276 3 .  Someone sends patients South [ from here ] , woman roo t  doctor meets 
,!!!!!! and says , "You are in serious trouble . "  She gives patient s ome �ots to 
� and spiri t round the b ed .  This man , his boy in hospital at Raleigh , [N . 
Car . ] .  The roots  [ 3  of them] were : sweet gum , pine and sassafras . Not much 
of s tory . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 229) , 149 : 1+85 . ] 

12 76 4 .  To bring husband back the root do ctor has the woman wri te the � 
a lette r ,  address envelope ,  put on s tamps , but leaves it open so that he can 
inser t  his mediaine , seal enve lope ,  and personally mail i t .  This was a very 
common p rac tice everywhere . Somewhere in HOODOO , in Savannah [ ? ] ,  my contact 
man feared the money he was sending home to his wife would no t reach her . A 
roo t worker I had j ust interviewed went through a ceremony with the le tte r  to 
ensure i ts safe arrival . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 391) , 3 41 : 5 . ] 

12765 . Two roots  crossed and buried in front of � gave pains in feet of 
victim crossing; in this case he becoming paralized . [Wilmington 2 71 : 6+85 . ]  

12766 . Roo ts 3 :  devil ' s-shoestring , bitter apple , John de Conkah - mix with 
4 sub stances : b lack pepper , cayenne pepper , salt and sulphur : then � it, 
sweep it , and man1 11 leave . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 4 15) , 366 : 2 . ] 

ROOTS LISTED : ADAM-AN ' -EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH 
RAXTLESNAKE MASTER - SWEET ROOT - BLACK ROOT 
RHUBARB - THESE GOOD FOR ONE 'miNG OR ANOTHER 

1276 7 . You know - well, d:1s 
about - about Adam-an' -Eve. 
You see Adam is �o �taas 
[ 2  root bulb s  attached ]  � 
resent two buttons - is laCty 

but tons . I don ' t know exactly what harm in dem but dey says dey is l.ad:y bK
tons , Adam-an ' -Eve . Well you ge t dem an ' ge t dis John de Conkah - &a711 dat 
luCky - and somep in like rat tlesnake mas ter . 

(Rattlesnake mas ter ? )  
Yes , s ir ,  i s  round I think . Dere ' s  [ also ] swee t FOOt ,  it' s ._ .met stringy

lookin ' root . S ee ,  you drink dat , dat ' s medicine .  Jes '  liD ayiNhly's got a 
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pain in his stock [ stomach ? ] dat ease de pain . Well,  dat ' s all I know what dat 
intended for . Dat suppose be for medicine . 

I know b laak root and white Poo t ,  dat ' s for co lds . You cut dem up together , 
see and b ile dem and see , you make medicine outen dat . Rhubarb and some kind 
of • • • [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 505 ) , 55 3 : 4 . ] 

12 76 8 .  (Well ,  how do you get them out with pPiak le feet? )  
D e  pPiakle feet i s  shaped jes ' like my hand [demonstrates ] .  See how my hand 

is shaped . All right , you shape i t  sompin like dat an '  she [ root ] go t a bobble 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET SHAPED LIKE HUMAN HAND - FINGERS 
ALSO HAS STINGERS - HALF HOUR TO PICK OUT OF HAND 
USE ROOT FOR PASSING LIVE THINGS OUT OF A PERSON 

[bump ]  on top . 
(What? )  
See , dem little ball . 
All right . Sometime s 
you find ' em wit three 

b alls , some times dey come out wit one . She got a face in it . An '  yo ' piCks de 
tee th out . Yo ' cut i t  in half . Don ' le t de stingePB hi t chew b ecause dey 
sticks in yo ' finger an '  yo ' have to piCk at i t  all day long tryin ' to git one 
out - half hour to git one stingeP out . An '  yo ' cuts dat [ roo t ]  open an '  set 
' em on [ in]  de bes ' whiskey yo ' got an ' give i t  to eny person if dey got a cat 
[ do g ]  in ' em.  She ' ll pass ' em out . If  she go t a rat in her , dat bring it out . 
I f  i t  in yore haid , i t  come through yuh mouth - mouth , nose an ' ears . Can' t 
nowhow stay in ' em no less dan ten minutes aftah yo ' git dat medicine . Comes 
right out of  ' em.  

(What is this pPiakle feet?  A plant or a fish? ) 
Dat ' s a p lant , dat ' s root . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 19) , 614 : 1 . ] 
�2769 . (What do they do with that if  they get hold o f  your b lood? ) 
Dey kin git a hold o f  yo ' b lood an ' have yo ' kind of  paralyzed ; or have your 

b lood stuffed , by taking it  an ' putting it  in a certain place . An ' yo ' ll have 
to use pPiakle fee t an ' b loodroo t an ' b laCkroot to run dat bad blood back , an '  
to run dat evil b lood what de [ they ] wanna put dat s tuff in . 

ROOTS 3 :  PRICKLE FEET - BLOOD ROOT - BLACK ROOT 
TO CURE EVIL BLOOD PUT INTO YOU BY ENEMY 
DRAW GOOD BLOOD FROM RELATIVE ONTO A SILVER PLATE 
VICTIM OF BAD BLOOD BY CONJURE DRINKS IT 

(What do they do with your 
b lood , if they get hold o f  
i t ? )  
Oh , dey cud take dat b lood 
an ' have silver p late put 
in it [put your b lood in a 

silver p late ] .  By dat ' s chure b lood an' yo ' drawin' out de s ilver plate , an ' 
yo ' l l have someone near , close to yuh , to give dat blood back to yuh , after yo ' 
done draws i t  wit de silver p late . To have p la tes to be  drawin ' in yo ' ,  some 
of yo ' close relatives . 

(How can you get that b lood back in you , then? ) 
They drink i t .  
(And how do you fix these plates up to get that b ad blood out o f  you again? 

How do you fix those roots up ? )  
Well , you take de pPiakle fee t  an' yo ' s e t  i t  in whiskey. Yo ' take de b lood

root an ' yo ' set  ' at in whiskey - right on de pPiakle fee ts . Yo ' set  de b lack
snake roo t  right on de pPiak les feet root , an '  drink i t  three spoonful a day .  

(That gets the bad b lood out o f  you? ) 
Take de bad blood out .  
(Well this fellow that ge ts your b lood , what does he do to make it bad 

b lood? ) 
Set  i t  in a silver plate . After he set  i t  in de silver plate , de b lood draws 

in de silver p late . Den he begin to scrape . Put hot water on dere , a little 
water • an '  i t  draws da t baCk an '  it start back to yuh by some kind of  drink yo ' 
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use . Yo ' b est friend will give you dat . He cannot give i t  to yo ' , ' cause he 
cannot git to yuh . After he git dis b lood , he ' ll have to git  someone else to 
git to yuh . [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , (5 19 ) , 615 : 1 . ] 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET KILLS RATTLESNAKE DUST 
AND GRAVEYARD DIRT PUT IN YOU 
PRICKLE FEET CALLED KING OF DE WOODS 

12 7 70 .  Well ,  a person take dat -
sometime dey go t rattlesnake 
[ dust ] in i t ,  rattlesnake dus t 
an ' graveyard dust . If yo ' step 
across i t ,  i t  run in yuh . See , 

den dat becomes - grows -
So de king of de woods 

forms other rattlesnakes [ in you ] . 
to do all dat work , is pr>iakle feet  - j est as I give 

i t  to yuh . 
( That is t o  get that out . )  
To get that out . [ Charle s ton ,  S .  
127 71 .  Now,  i t ' s hard fer yo ' to 

Car . , (519 ) , 6 15 : 4 . ] 

de deadman ' s bones , yo ' gain' to use 
get de dead man ' s bone , but if yo ' kin git 
dis thing out de woods what chew call de 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET ROOT - DEAD MAN ' S BONE 
piak Ze [pr>iak Ze ] feet  too . Wal yo ' 
goin' t '  git dat deadman ' s  bone out 
de [ graveyard ] an '  yo ' ll take dat 

an '  take i t  to yo ' house . Yo ' gain' s crape dat . Now yo ' ve go t sompin ag ' in me. 
Yo ' ve got sompin ag ' in me . Yo ' don ' t want nobody to git next to yo ' . Yo ' goin'  
to  take one s crapin ' of  dat b one an ' s crape it  fer yo ' sel f  fust [ firs t ] . Yo ' 
fus t part in dat scrapin ' yo ' will bind ' em down to yo ' . 

(We ll , wha t  do you do afte r  you scrape that?  What do you do with that scrap-
ing? ) 

De fus t part o f  de scrapin ' , yo ' keep dat . 
(What do you do wi th the res t  o f  i t ? )  
When yo ' want t o  scatter i t ,  scatter i t  out do ' de no ' t  an ' de so ' t . Dat to 

hold yo ' enemy from yo ' . 
(What do you do with that pr>ickZe fee t  then ? )  
Dat pr>iak Ze fee t  - dat pr>iakZe feet  is de devil . Dat pr>iak Ze fee t  hold yo ' 

from start  to finish . Yo ' kin use dat pr>iakZe fee t  to de no ' t ' , to de s ' ut ' , 
to de west - any way yo ' wanta use it ; but chew wanta handle i t  wit care . 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 25 ) , 6 28 : 6 . ]  

12772 . Yo ' wanta git a j ob from de boss . Yo ' 
make chew a small bag an ' take an '  put nine drops 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET - BAG - HEARTS COLOGNE 9 DROPS 

take dat priakZe fee t  an ' yo ' 
of Hearts Co Zogne an ' drap it 

in yore hand . Rub yore 
pr>iak Ze fee t  befo ' yo ' go . 
An ' when yo ' go to de boss, 

yo ' go to him wit it in yore hand -
talkin ' to him, yo ' cast yore hands 
do no mo ' den say yes . 

talking to him. An '  when yo ' gits through 
out like dat [ demonstrates ] an ' he can' t 

[ Remember , you rub priakle fee t  only after you have removed the pr>iakles. ] 
(How do you use this pr>iakZe feet? )  
Yo ' go in de woods an ' g i t  dat - go i n  de wood s an '  git dat pr>iakZe feet. 

Yo ' cook da t pr>iak Ze fee t .  Yo ' kin cook it or yo ' kin use it dry . Or yo ' ld.D 
pinch off a little piece an ' rub it [ demonst rates ] .  

(Do you rub it  with that liquid , too ? Do you rub them toge ther or (leave 
them] sep arate ? )  

Yo ' kin rub i t .  After yo ' git i t  - it ' s  about dat long [ demoustrates ] .  Yo ' 
tin pinch off a lit tle b it o f  piece , a lit tle pie ce of it,  an' yo' ld.D rub it 
in yore [ demonstrates ] han ' . An '  whenever yo ' go tta go , yo ' git dat Dine drops 
of Hearts Co Zogne an ' rub i t  in yore hand like dat ,  de whole � dat chew 
ra l ki n ' to dis man.  Want dis j ob . He wil l  talk to yo ' .  AD '  quiet as yo ' done 
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open yore hand , dat odor done hits his face , yo ' see . Understand? Well , he 
gotta say yes . [ Charleston , s .  Car . , (5 25) , 6 2 8 : 8 . ] 

12 7 7 3 .  [The following ti tle is one o f  the fines t things in HOODOO. Here we 
have a pro fessional root doc tor telling us how and where to find roots in the 

woods . A little of the 
ROOTS : FORKS OF ROAD - HOW TO FIND ROOTS THERE 
SOMETHING WILL TELL YOU WHERE AND HOW TO FIND THEM 
YO ' WANTS TO KNOW HOW TO GRAB MEDICINE OUT DE WOODS? 

supernatural surrounds 
the search . Moreover he 
assumes the author wants 
to become a doctor ! Let YO ' WANTA BE A "DOCTOR"? 
me say here , as I have 

p robably said e lsewhere , at no time did I ever pretend to be or say I wanted to 
b ecome a doctor. Always I was collec ting material for a book , a usable manual 
des cribing these things for other persons . Never was there any pretens e .  We 
keep things in the natural world as far as I was concerned . The rite following 
this one , by the same doctor , should also be read . ] 

Now , dat ' s  if  yo ' don ' know nothin' . All right , yo ' go to de fo ' k  of  de 
road . Yo ' got dat prick le fee t  wit chew . Yo ' wants to git nex' to a lot ta 
folks in town . Yo ' wants to be a "doctor" ?  Yo ' wants to know how to grab 
medicine out de woods ?  Well,  to know how to git medicine out de woods , you go 
to de fo ' k  of de road an' take chure prickle fee t  wit chew. 

Well,  now it will come to yuh plain . Go across heah an' take up a certain 
piece o f  roo t .  Show yuh exac tly what it  is . Go across out in de road , de fork 
o f  de road . Yuh go an ' pick up jes ' bJhatever yuh go to look for an ' it bJil l  be 
sompin dere leadS yo ' .  Yo ' ll come back to de fo ' k  o f  de road an '  sompin bJi ll 
come to yo ' ag 'in an '  te ll yo ' to go to yo ' right when yo ' go to  your right 
yo ' ll pick up de nex '  thing yo ' knows : maybe a lobelia, hippo or five-fingah 
[ grass ] or de seven seams [ ? ] grass or de b laCksnake root . Yo ' goin ' pick i t  
up . Well,  yo ' b ring dat out but chew gotta learn den bJhat to do bJit da t  thing .  
Dere be  sompin teach yo ' befo ' yo ' gi t back dere bJhat yo ' does bJi t it .  

( I  see . Well tell me how t o  use these things . )  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 25) , 
6 30 : 7 . ] 

127 74 .  I f  I wanta harm yuh - if I wants tuh harm yuh , I ' m  goin ' show yuh de 
way I ' d  harm yuh . Now ,  ah ' ve go t somepin dat ah want s to git nex ' to yo ' fo ' . 

ROOTS 7 :  LOBELIA - HIPPO 
DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING ONE KNOT IN 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT - RATTLESNAKE ROOT 
FIVE-FINGER GRAS S - SNAKE ' S TONGUE 

Ah ' l l  come to yore house an ' sit  down an ' 
talk wit chew today . Dat to git de s ense 
to see wha t  chew , yuh notice me about ,  if 
yo ' don ' notice me too much . Den tomorrah 
when ah come baCk , ah bring my dose [mix
ture ] what I wants to gi t nex' to yo ' ,  an ' 

sprinkle i t  in yore house . An '  de day what chew go t - underst and , dat what chew 
got .  When ah leave yo ' house , [ you] will always wanta see me al l de time . 

(Well ,  what sort of dose would you fix up? )  
Well,  ah ' ll fix up sompin wit lobelia and hippo - lobelia and hippo root . 

[This may b e  my only example of Hippo , the name of the b lood flower from the 
Bahamas . ]  Now ah git b lacksnake powder or rattlesnake powder an ' tie yo ' up .  

(Rattlesnake powder? ) 
Rattlesnake powder an ' tie yuh up .  
Yo ' take dis rattlesnake powder - yo ' take it  an ' b ring it  wit chew out de 

woods an '  yo ' put one knot in it .  Git de b lacksnake-shoestring [he means ] de 
devil ' s-shoestring . T ie dat together an ' ah ' ve got chew . 

(What is this blacksnake root that you tie up ? )  
B lacksnake root ? B lacksnake root supposed to conkah anything yo ' s tart 

after,  an ' rattlesnake powder • • •  
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(Rattlesnake powder? )  
Rat tle snake powder , dat ' s  a big bush grows about dat high an '  grows about dat 

wide [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' kin take it - yo ' kin go to de woods an ' take it an ' 

put it in yore yard or  plant it in yore flowers . But it ' s  no good heah to yuh , 

yo ' go tta git it out de wood s . Git chew five-f ingah grass . I t  grows about dat 
high [ d emons trates ] . Yo ' ve seen snake ' s  tongue , ain ' t  chew? Well it j es ' like 
a snake ' s  tongue . It  grows about dat high [ demonstrates ] , from de ground an '  
i t  spread out j es '  like a snake ' s tongue . 

(Well , what do you do with that f ive- f inger 
Yo ' take dat an ' br ing it to yore house an ' 

come by . Anything dat come t o yo ' mind to do ,  
nuthin . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 5 ) , 631 : 2 . ] 

grass? ) 
conkah anybody dat chew wanta 
yo ' kin do it . Yo ' don ' t  miss 

12 7 7 5 . [Letter "S"  in this long CHANNEL DE WORLD division begins perhaps 
with the larges t sentence in HOODOO : ]  They say , if yo ' take the Twelve Apos

�: ON 12 LEAVES OF - WRITE NAME OF 1 2  APOSTLES 
WRITE LIST OF 12 ON SHEET OF PAPER - LAY 12 LEAVES 
O N  PAPER - FOLD PAPER TOWARD YOU - LUCK SEEKING JOB 

tle ' s  names l ike I told 
j oo ,  an ' write ' em on a 
p iece o f  paper , or each 
Apo s t le ' s  name on a sage 
leaf , an ' have the Apos

tle ' s  names on ano ther piece of  paper , fold them toward j oo all the t ime , an ' 
keeps ' em in your pocket an ' have ' em whensomever yo ' go for a j ob ,  they say 
he ' ll [ you will ] more than apt to be lucky . [ For sage leaves and court see aZso 
No . 9117-913 7 , some of which also contain 12 Apo s t les , v . 4 . ] [Wilming ton , N .  
Car . , ( 310) ,  2 37 : 5+85 . ] 

1 2 7 7 6 .  Git sage an ' put it in de fo ' corners of  yo ' place of bus ines s , 
dat ' ll draw customers . [Waycro s s 177 5 : 15 . ]  

1 2 7 7 7 . Wel l , yo ' have S t . Peter in yore house . St . Peter , he ' s  a good 
saint , see . [Put his p i c ture or small statue ] r ight ovah yor e  do ' .  That ' s  
luck fo ' yo ' .  [Algiers 2900 : 3 . ] 

----1 2 7 7 8 .  Well , tell yo ' how you do that . Now , if you go t a woman and you want 
her , say . Now , you and her drink out de same cup . And you ' ll drink out dis cup 

SALIVA - A SWAPP ING S P IT RITE 
and you take yore tongue , and when you dr inking 
in d i s  cup , you might slobber in de cup , and she 
[her l ip s  touch cup ] or somp in like that . Yo ' ll 

throw it up [ into air ] . She gain that [ goes up into air ] . Well , she is crazy 
about chew den . [ Two lip s  coming together , or kissing , used to be called swap
ping spit , an Irish exp res s ion according to my wife who was half Celtic Irish . 
half German . ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (595) , 628 : 2 . ] 

127 7 9 . Ah heard you could take - get some kind of o il and s tuff and use like 
that , and then , if anybody [ in the game ] had any wager in dere agains t you , or 

SALT - CIRCLED ABOUT GAMBLING ROOM OR HOUSE 
PROTECTS YOUR LUCK AGAINST STRONGER MAGIC 

you was playing against wager or 
somep in like dat , why you could 
take dat . Take a frog - use a 
toadfrog and carry ' em  in clere, 

and take that salt and 
decided to cont inue . ] 

(How do you • • • ) 

p epper and sprinkl e it • • • •  [Here I turned off aachfae ba� 

[You are having bad luck because someone : ]  
Done went to somewhere and got somepin stronger than what you 10� dere -

luck. 
�at do you do with that frog? )  

You put him in your pocke t . 
(I  see . And what about the salt and pepper ? )  
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You take that salt and pepper and sprinkle it around in your house where you 
play ing at . 

( I  see . That ' s  to break up that wager . )  
Wager that luck against you . 
(That weight [ luck] against you . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 1 7 ) , 987 : 14 . ] 
127 80 . An ' ole lady , she ' d  dead now, she tole me if a person ever git shoo 

[ gets you ] by [bad mouth or aunjure ] ,  not to say anything at all to them . Go 

IF ENEMY HAS PUT EITHER �D MOUTH OR CUNJURE ON YOU 
GO BEFORE SUNRISE TO GATE USED BY ENEMY - SCATTER 
3 HANDFULS OF SALT THERE - SAY LORD ' S  PRAYER 5 TIMES 

to work and git me a 
pocket ful o f  table salt 
and go to de gate where 
dey crosses over , ev ' ry 
night and morning , and 

j is '  throw dat salt across dere before de sunrise , and say de Lord ' s  Prayer for 
5 t imes . S oon as dat p erson goes over d ere dey can ' t harm you . [Wilmington , N .  

FIRST DAY OF EACH MONTH : BUY NEW BOX OF SALT - HOLD 
IN RIGHT HAND - THROW INTO 4 CORNERS OF THE WORLD 
= 4 CORNERS : OF HOUSE - ROOM - BED - AGAINST EVIL 

Car . , ( 2 8 8 ) , 205 : 2 . ] 
12781 . Firs t day of  each 
month buy new box of salt , 
hold in right hand and 
tkrow in every corner , all 

four corners o f  the world , [ throw in the 4 d irect ions o�'
throw into 4 corner s of 

room o r  4 corners of house ] nobody can harm you . [ Informant go t this in New 
Orleans , went there with lady fr iend for 3 days . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 969) , 
1568 : 6 . ] 

1 2 7 82 . Sal t in left shoe gives you bad luck . [Avoid this by looking into 
shoe before put t ing it on . ] [ Richmond 335 : 4 . ] 

12 7 83 . If vis itor is going to cause trouble , throw salt in front of him be
fore he ent ers doo r . [ This is unusual , rare , but certainly po s s ible . ]  [Memphis 
15 69 : 1 . ] 

1 2 7 84 . If you throw salt  into unwelcome person ' s depart ing tracks , he will 
never return . [Wilmington 189 : 5+85 . ] 

127 8 5 . To be effective buy 1 pound of new sal t , sprinkle behind unwelcome 
guest from where he was s it t ing to outs ide , then sweep out . [O ld Point Comfort , 
Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

127 8 6 . To keep undes ired vis itor away , spr inkle salt in the yard where it 
can be seen and he will no t come in . [Hampton , Va . , by Ed iphone . ]  

12787 . Salt merely thrown in direc t ion per son lives will keep him or her 
away - how long? [ O cean C ity , by Ediphone . ]  

12788 . After you throw salt behind unwanted gues t ,  sweep 9 t imes with � 
broom . [ Fredericksburg , by Ed iphone . 

12789 . Unwanted visitor will no t return if aft er his departure you wash the 
doorstep with a pound o f  salt in water . [Presumab ly this should be  new salt and 
kep t ready for the occas ion . ] ( Fredericksburg , by Ed iphone . ] 

127 9 0 . Throw sal t behind departing person and say , "Joo .&Q_ an ' nevah come 
back . " [Wilmington 1 11 : 10+85 . ] 
---r27 91 . Keep unwanted person away b y  throwing salt behind him and sweeping 
it out . [Wilmington 113 : 3+85 ; Petersburg , 423 : 3 ; Fredericksburg ,  by Ediphone ; 
everywhere . ] 

12792 . Salt behind depar t ing guest without sweeping : [ Petersburg , Va . 4 2 7 : 1 ;  
Richmond , 2 9 7 : 4 ;  Hampton , by Ediphone ; Newport News , 4 98 : 5 ;  Mob ile , 908 : 2 . ] 

12793 . "Have you some sal t  an ' sprinkle it all on him .  Get back aroun ' 
dere, j is ' keep it fallin '  off . Dat hecklin ' him an ' he cain ' t  win nut t in gam
bling . "  [Little Rock 1469 : 7 . ] 

127 94 . "Jis ' like I was settin '  somewheres playin ' a game , somebody sprinkle 
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salt  on me , thats bad luck . " [ Richmond 318 : 12 . ] 
12795 . If  you wear salt and pepp er in heels of shoes , no one can harm you . 

[ Washington , D . C . , 1813 : 3 . ] 
12 7 96 . If  people gwine put down somepin for you , you put salt and red pepper 

in your shoes • • •  you step over it , it won ' t do you no harm . [Vicksburg 1010 : 6 ;  
L ittle Rock , 14 63 : 16 . ] 

12797 . You take salt and red pepper • • •  sprinkle this place an ' they can ' �  do 
you no harm . [Vicksburg , l057 : 13 . ] 

1279s:--Burn salt and pepper in the s tove every evening at 6 o ' clock and read 
a Psalm against person trying to harm you . [Washington , D . C . , 807 : 6 . ]  

12799 . Teaspoonful each of sal t , red pepper , and black pepper , if eneaies 
in your hou s e ;  runs them out . [Washington ,  D . C . , 838 : 2 . ] 

12800 . I f  anything put down , spr inkl e salt at doorstep . [Mob ile 899 : 2 . ] 
12801 . Get choo a bran ' -new broom an ' • • •  salt • • •  when dey go out yo ' j es '  �ake 

� in your han ' • • •  an ' throw it so it will �' em as dey go out . An ' �ake� 
broom an ' sweep , dey won ' t  come back . [Mob ile 886 : 2 . ] 

12802 . Throw salt behind depart ing person , sweep 9 strokes , and he will no� 
return . [Mob ile 890 : 4 . ] 

12803 . With � package of  salt , sprinkle it behind depart ing vis itor , say, 
" I don ' t  want so-an ' -so here at mah house . " Sweep as far out as pos s ible . 
[Mob ile 942 : 1 . ] 

12804 . They throw sal t into house when they leave , sweep it out of house , 
and tell them [ unknown new renters ] to keep out . [Mob ile 87 7 : 1 . ] 

12805 . As a pro tect ion agains t conj ure ,  wear salt in lef t shoe . [ Snow Hill 
2 : 2 . ] 

12806 . Salt in right shoe protects  you from conj ure . [Wilmington 200 : 2+85 . ]  
12807 . Carry salt in pocket to ward off conj ure .  [Wilmington 122 : 1+85 . ]  
12808 . You have the idea that they put somepin down , you j is '  .B.!! some salt , 

spr inkle it over it • • •  it will kill it . [ Jacksonville 7 85 : 4 . ] 
12809 . Even if you have no suspicion of conj ure outside your home , sprinkle 

salt outs ide to be on safe s id e .  [ Petersburg , first vis it , by Ediphone . ]  
12810 . Salt sif ted about your yard in the morning kills anything put down 

overnight . [ Fredricksburg ,  by Ediphone . ]  
12811 . I have heard an old lady say that along about sundown that , if one 

should go out to the front door and throw out a handful of salt , no evils will 
approach that house over the night . [ Berlin , by Ed iphone . ]  

12812 . If  an evil person comes in your house , go to the back door with sal� 
in your hand and throw the salt � your right shoulder with your back turned 
�o the door , and don ' t look back [ at back door ] to keep from having bad luck. 
[Fredericksburg , by Ed iphone . ]  

12813 . If someone is living in the house with you and you want that person 
�o leave , throw salt behind him and sweep it behind him for 9 mornings . [Vl1-
�gton 106 : 9+85 . ]  

12814 . Throw salt under person ' s doorstep to make him �. [ Petersburs, 
2nd tr ip , 421 : 1 . / 

12815 . To spr inkle salt in a person ' s  house causes fussing in tba� house. 
[Baltimore 4 3 : 3 . ] 

12816 . Take salt , j is '  table salt and throw it all around the s�eps. aad 
�hat will make confus ion . [New Orleans 1158 : 7 . ] 

12817 . If a person come to  yore hous e an ' yo ' don ' want ' e.  dere DO .., • , 
[ �bey] said yo ' take [ shake? ] some salt down behin ' ' em an ' dey said dey 'll 
stay away . [ Fayetteville 252 7 : 18 . ] --

12818 . To keep law away , spr inkle salt at door . [ Ric� 363 : 8 . ] 
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12819 . If  you put salt in a bag and lay it � the top of  the door , that 
will keep the law away . [ Richmond 37 5 : 2 . ] 

12820 . Bathe your f eet in hot water with salt and ammonia an ' nothin [ no 
conjUPe ] can bother you • • •  if you walk on there . [New Orleans 1365 : 6 . ] 

12821 . If  you put salt and pepper under the chair on which vis itor will s it ,  
then when he leaves throw salt and pepper behind him,  he will not return . [ S t .  
James , black community or Eas tern Shore o f  Maryland , by hand . ] 

12822 . Throw salt and cayenne pepper after departing person and say without 
his hear ing you , Go out . Do this on 3 visits . [Newport News 500 : 1 . ] 

12823 . If  a person is unwelcome , throw salt and cayenne pepper behind him 
and he will not return . [Petersburg , 424 : 2 ;  Norfolk, 493 : 7 ;  Fredericksburg , by 
Ed iphone ; Richmond , 29 0 : 4 ;  Wilmington , 195 : 6+85 . ]  

12824 . Throw salt and red pepper behind unwanted guest and sweep . [ Norfolk 
431 : 5 . ] 

12825 . Af ter an undes irab le guest , sweep out salt and pepper and wish he 
does not return . [ Richmond 3 25 : 4 . ]  

12826 . Behind undesirable  departing gues t throw salt and pepper and sweep . 
[ Wilmington 116 : 12+85 . ]  

1282 7 . Behind unwanted guest throw new salt  and new cayenne pepper , and 
sweep with new broom.  [Wilmington 7 9 : 3+85 . ]  

12828 . Under chair on which undes irab le guest  s it s  throw salt and black 
pepper and sweep it out after him .  [Wilmington 74 : 1+85 . ]  

----

1282 9 . Sweep behind depart ing person , then sprinkle salt and pepper all over 
the f loor and doorstep . [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

12830 . Bury a small package of black pepper and salt at s teps to keep away 
undes irable vis itors . [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

12831 . To separate man and woman , mix b lack pepper and salt and put it in 
her window sill . [Norfolk 494 : 2 . ] 

12832 . "Sprinkle salt and pepper around there at twelve o ' clock at night , 
and they claim when they walks through this , they gets their f eet hurtin ' . They 
eventually leave there [ their home ] completely . "  [ Richmond 459 : 1 . ] 

1283 3 .  When they leave [ your house ] ,  take salt and pepper , follow them to 
gat e ,  drop these b ehind them , then sweep the house ,  and they won ' t  come again . 
[Memphis 1559 : 12 . ] 

12834 . Sprinkle salt and pepper about house at midnight . Af ter the occupant 
walks over this , his feet will begin hurting and he will move . [ Richmond 3 3 5 : 1 . ]  

12835 . Salt and pepper are sprinkled near house as a pro tection . [ Deal 
I sland 24 : 1 . ] 

1283 6 .  To  pro tect yourself , sprinkle salt and pepper at the door . [ Peters
burg 4 29 : 9 . ]  

1283 7 . A s  a protect ion , salt and black pepper are sprinkled in the house . 
[Wilmington 165 : 5+85 . ]  

12838 . Protect yourself by wearing salt and pepper in your shoes . [Deal 
Island , Md . ,  18 : 2 ;  Wilmington 175 : 3+85 ; Petersburg , 4 22 : 8 ;  Norfolk 4 26 : 4 ;  
Elizabeth C ity 511 : 4 . ] 

12839 . Salt and red pepper are worn in left shoe for protect ion . [ Wilming
ton , 168 : 8+85 . ]  

12840 . Make a ring o f  salt and pepper completely round the outs ide of your 
house for protect ion . [Norfolk 4 66 : 4 ;  Deal Island , informant 123 , cyl . 34 . ]  

12841 . Pepper and salt  thrown outdoors brings peace to the house . [Wilming
ton 200 : 3+85 . ]  

12842 . The informant did most  of  the following rite in pantomine : He mixed 
salt and pepper , divided it into 3 piles , dug 3 small trenches going straight 
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out from the door and parallel to each other , put one p ile of this mixture in 
each trench , and covered it with the word s ,  "Go devil . "  No evil person can 
cro s s  over those trenches . [ Wilmington 148 : 2+85 . ]  

12843 . As a protect ion agains t evil , wear 3 ingredient s in your shoes : � 
per , fish salt , and burnt alum . [ Freder icksburg , by Ed iphone . ]  

12844 . Protect yourself against evil work by bathing with red pepper and f ish 
brine . [ Richmond 3 2 5 : 10 . ] 

12845 . Put salt in foo t tracks to keep person from harming you . [Memphis 
1550 : 2 . ] 

1284 6 .  Throw salt down and sweep it behind unwelcome visitor . [Memphis 
157 2 : 9 . ] 

12847 . They ' d  sprinkle some salt aroun ' house an ' sulphur , an ' they kin git 
choo that way . An ' you walk into that , why it ' ll s t ick to your feet . They say 
that ' ll make s ick - that sulphur would make you sick an ' cause your bones to 
achin ' . [Wilmington 2 50 : 1+8 5 . ]  

12848 . Salt  and sulphur can be burned against any type of evil . [ Fredicks
burg , by Ediphone . ]  

12849 . To protect yourself agains t cunjUPe , wear salt and pepper in both 
shoes .  [ Wilmington 254 : 1+85 . ]  

1285 0 .  Salt and sulphur in left shoe keeps away cunjUPe . [Wilmington 
163 : 14+85 . ]  

12851 . Salt at door and sulphur burned guards against evil to house . [Wil
mington 116 : 2+85 . ]  

12852 . Burn salt and sulphur on s tove to drive away any evil . [Norfolk 49 
493 : 8 . ] 

12853 . Keep cunjUPe away by wearing sal t and sulphur in a bag round waist 
or neck. [Wilmington 171 : 5+85 . ]  

12854 . Mix salt , sulphur and lard and � it in a bag about your neck to 
protect against cunjUPe. [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

1285 5 .  They will lay sal t and sulphur � a pan l id or top , set it under your 
bed , and burn it to  run you away from the house . [Memphis 1553 : 9 . ] 

1285 6 . To rid yourself o f  an unwant ed vis itor , keep mixed salt and pepper 
handy and throw it after him or her on 3 succes s ive vis its . [Wilmington 
220 : 7+85 . ]  

12857 . You can rid yourself permanently of  an undes irable gues t by throwing 
sal t , pepper and sulphur behind him,  saying , GO you son-of-a-bitch. [Newport 
Hews 512 : 5 . ] 

12858 . An enemy can run you out of your house ,  permanently by burning in i� 
salt , cayenne pepper , and sulphur . [ Richmond 374 : 11 . ] 

1285 9 .  Dig a hole on each s ide of  the gate and into them bury salt , soda aad 
sulphur , calling the Lord ' s Name 3 times . This keeps any person with evil 
against you off  the property . [ Wilmington 205 : 3+85 . ]  

12860 . You can protect yourself agains t roots or root work by wearing sal� . 
black pepper and sulphur in your right shoe . [Wilmington 138 : 1+85 . ] 

12861 . Wear salt , red pepper and sulphur in both shoes as a protec�ioa 
against evil work . [Wilmington 208 : 2+85 ;  Newport News 506 : 4 . ] 

12862 . As an unusual method of  protecting your self against conjuratiaa, � 
salt , pepper and sulphur on top o f  your head . [A note  of mine reads : � is 
VBed in one CUPe story . Which? ] [Wilmington 119 : 6+8 5 . ]  

12863 . To protect yourself agains t walking over roots or anttbiDI plan� 
for you , grease the soles of your feet [ this for persons walkin& barefoo�] with 
a mixture of  salt , red pepper ,  sulphur and Innocent Oi Z  [ for la��er see 486 : 2 ,  
vberever that is ] and grease soles of feet . [Norfolk 488 : 5 . ] 
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12864 . You spect [ suspect ] somebody put somepin around fer you , or  give you 
to wear , sprinkle salt and pepper in this sulphir • • •  wear it in your shoes fer 9 
mornin ' s .  [Jacksonville 701 : 11 . ] 

12865 . Sprinkle sal t , pepper and vinegar in your house and on the doorsteps 
to prevent people from g ivin g you bad luck . [Washington , D . C .  822 : 2a . ] 

1286 6 .  I know an old woman that said if a man kep t on living on the place 
and go t disagreeable , she said she used to go out in the morning before day and 

walk backwards and throw 
SALTPETER SPRINKLED BY WOMAN - WALKING BACKWARD S 
BEFORE DAY - IN MAN ' S  PATH - Wl g{ING HIM TO LEAVE 

that saltpeter in his path 
in [ the form of ] a cross 
and wish him bad luck and 

he would leave that farm . They say saltpeter is a great hand to destory any
thing you don ' t like . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by  Ediphone . ]  

SALTPETER OR GARLIC IN CLOTHE S OR SHOE S - NOT TRICKED 

yore shoes , if dey ' s tryin ' tuh git chew tricked. Yo ' 
shoes - either shoe you put in - dat saltpeter in your 
go out yo ' go t dat in . 

12867 . Now , yo ' kin 
take for ins tance in 
yore clothes or in 

wear saltpeter in yore 
shoes . An ' whenever yo ' 

Then you kin put a pod o f  garlic - garlic . They don ' t nevah beat the garlic . 
They cain ' t nevah do you nothin ' atall . 

(Where do you keep that ? )  
Anywhere about . Anywhere you g o  b e  sure yo ' go t dat garlic . Morning and 

night you keep it on yore person - de pod o f  garlic . An '  dat saltpeter in de 
bot tom of  your shoe - any shoe . Jes ' go an ' sprinkle de bottom o f  yore shoe 
with saltp eter . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 663) , 871 : 1 . ] 

SALTPETER-BLUE STONE SACK IN SHOE 
WALK OVER CONJURE 

12868 . An ' dey say yo ' kin take bluestone 
an ' saltpeter , beat it up an ' make yo ' a 
kine [ kind ] of a l ittle sack yo ' know lak 
[ sack-lak yo ' know] an ' wear it in yore 

shoe an ' dat ' ll keep yo ' from ketching dis s tuf f .  
(Anything that anybody put s down for you . ) 

Yes sir . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 7 7 ) , 1 7 93 : 12 . ] 
12869 . "Get your [bath] water and bathe in it , and put a cer tain ' mount o f  

saltpeter in it , and bathe in it , and throw it  out at [ towards ] sunrise . Take 
a spell o f f  you . "  [Mob ile 978 : 2 . ] 

12870 . Saltpeter in bottom of shoes ,  "keep ' em from harming you . "  [Mob ile 
944 : 8 . ] 

12871 . Bury saltpeter at gate : "that will eat things up . "  [Mob ile 87 3 : 2 . ]  
12872 . "Anybody try in ' to harm you • • •  carry a lump of saltpeter • • •  let it dis

solve in your mouth and swallow it . "  [Mob ile 901 : 6 . ] 
1287 3 .  wear saltpeter in each shoe for succes s . [Memphis 1544 : 2 . ] 
12874 . Mix a tablespoonful of saltpeter with Jockey Club perfume an ' rub 

over hands for luck in gambling . The saltpeter kills any cunjure and Jockey 
Club sweetens the luck . [Memphis , ( 960) , 1546 : 7 .  This same mixture is used 
in a bag for the same purpose in 1546 : 6 . ] 

12875 . well , dey got a root dey call de Sampson Giant root .  
( Sampson what ? ) 
sampson Giant root .  I t ' s  a roo t ,  it ' s  imposs ible almo st to break it . Well , 

it would , could stand a tremendous pre ssure to break it , but j is '  hand it to a 
person ordinarily , they can ' t do anything with it . An '  they call i t  the samp
son Giant root.  And they claim that you kin take it and by using it through 
a perfume , or else using a p iece of gum , and you apply for a j ob ,  that nine 
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times out of  ten , whoever you ask for a j ob ,  he will write you up to go to work 

SAMPSON GIANT ROOT ALWAYS BRINGS JO B 
YOU MU Sf WALK ROUND - ENCIRCLE BO $ 

or  give you a proposition to come back 
at another time . That there ' s  no way 
to refuse you as long as you got a piece 
o f  it , and kin get around him so as to 

encircle him .  Why you go t him under your influence during that t ime .  
( You have t o  go and circle around him? ) 
C ircle and naturally he ' ll s top . And you tell him your bus iness , that you 

come to apply for a j ob .  And o f  course he ' s  more ' an apt to look over and give 
you somepin to do . That ' s  known as the Sampson Giant root .  [Norfolk , Va . , 
(4 70) ' 478 : 7 . ] 

12876 . C hew Sampson snakeroot and spit 3 times in front o f  boss  when asking 
for j ob .  [Memphis 1561 : 5 . ] 

12877 . Ah ' ve heard a person kin s t eal yore s cissors an ' put chew in bad 
luck , take yore luck from yo ' . 

----( How do they do that ? )  
Ah don ' t know how they d o  that ! [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1454 ) , 2643 : 18 . ] 
1287 8 . Yo ' take dem scissors , a brand-new pair of scissors an ' yo ' put ' em  

undah yore bed , but chew open ' em an ' put ' em next tuh where yo ' lay , an ' open 
' em an ' them scissors will bring anything back to  yo ' dat chew want [ that was 
taken from you] : money or a woman or a man , anything yo ' want back to yo ' .  

SCI SSORS - OPEN ON FLOOR UNDER BED - LUCK 
[Algiers 2994 : 12 . ] 
12879 . Take de scissors an ' don ' 
close ' em up , open dem out yo ' know , 

an ' s tick dem [ them] down j es '  undahneath yore bed . S t ick de points up lak dat 
[ demonstrates ] .  Keep yo ' in good luck . 

(Have the scis sors open and the points s t icking up under your bed? )  
Yes . Yo ' know , j es '  lak de scissors open dis way , an ' j es ' s tick dem down 

dat way [ demonstrates ] .  [Points o f  scissors s tick down into floor . ]  
Or eithah a glas s of watah . Yo ' see , dat glas s of watah , j es ' have enough 

watah in it to know dere ' s  watah in de glass undah yor e bed . Dat ' s for luck . 
(The points of the s cissors are s ticking down to the floor under the bed . )  

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1486) , 2660 : 14 . ] 
12880 . Dey take dese redhead s corpion . Ah know of  a woman blind her husband 

dataway . Take a redhead scorpion an ' git rid of yo ' data�y , too . Take a red

SCORPION - REDHEAD ONE - DRY AND POWDER 
THIS IN PERSON 1 S HAT BAND WILL BLIND HIM 

head s corp ion an ' kill it . Put hfa 
out , yo ' know , in de sun an ' let bia 
git good an ' dry . Dat head ' ll dry 
yo ' know, it  will git hard an ' dry . 

Take an ' beat it up fine an ' it be like powder . Yo ' know , mash it up . Den put 
it in de band o f  dere hat , like chew know around . 

( In side the band of  the hat ? ) 
Yes , dats right , an ' yo ' see dat sweat run down in dere eye . Blind 'a. jes ' 

as �hen yo ' come in dis �orZd. [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1021) , 1652 : 2 . ] 
12881 . Why yo ' take dis s corpion an ' kill him an ' care [ carry ] ' ia  tuh a • • •  

Jes ' lak if yo ' wanted tuh kill a person , take dat scorpion an ' some blaCk SUD

SCORP ION - BLACK PEPPER - RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
nE IT IN THERE - LET HIM SLEEP ON IT - COMMENCE 
FAILING - NO M . D .  - CAN HELP YOU - GET MAN WHO KNOWS 

powder an' aa.e red � 
per an '  sa.e paweJard 
dirt an' tie f.t dere . 
Put it on - &f.t a chance 
tub git inside his house 

an' let him sleep on it , an ' he commence failing . De doctors (M.D. '•] couldn ' t  
do anything - ain ' t nuthin d e  doctors could do - unlessen be [patient] goes tub 
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a man dat knows somep in abou t i t . [ S t .  P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 104 2) ,  1691 : 2 . ] 
1 2 8 8 2 . Scrub your home with sugar , c innamon and wint ergreen and you mop that 

out . Don ' t put no soap or no powd er , j us t  mop the p lace in . Always s tart at de 

SCRUBS: SUGAR - CINNAMON - WINTERGREEN - NO SOAP OR 
POWDER - MOP IN - NEVER OUT - FINISH BY SPRINKLING 
CINNAMON AND STEEL DUST OVER - IN 4 CORNERS OF IDUSE 
E SPECIALLY GOOD TO DRAW IN OPENERS • F IR ST  CU STOMER S 

s ill o f  the doo r , mop i t  
in . T hen after that , 
take you s ome c innamon 
and stee l dus t and sprin
kle all around int o  the 
home , j us t  s prinkle it 

into the p lace - the four corners of the hous e . And that draws openers for you 
for busines s .  [New Orleans , L a . , (804) , 1130 : 3 . ] 

12883 . You can go to that same drug s tore and you can buy s ome dus t they 
call gavan dus t .  You take this gavan dus t and you - with your overnight urine -

SCRUBS : GAVAN OR GAZAN DU ST - NOT VAN-VAN - FORMER 
A BLACK POWDER - LATTER A RED LIQUID - BUY OOTH AT 
DRUG STORE - MIX WITH OVERNIGHf URINE - SPRINKLE ON 
BANQUETTE [ S IDE WALK IN NE W ORLEANS ] AND SCRU B  IN SIDE 
ALL T liT S  ATTRACTS CU STOMER S INTO YOUR IDU SE TO BU Y  

a whole bucket ful of 
overnight ur ine . An '  yo ' 
mix this gavan in the 
overnight urine and you 
s t ir it up . And you put 
that all round the b an
que t t e  at your place . 

You s crub wi th i t . And every cus tomer that pas ses , and if they smel l i t , it  
a t t racts big a t t ention . Catch them and they come right on into the p lace where 
you is . And i f  they go t a nickel or d ime , they is going to s p end it . 

(You mean van-van or • • •  ) 
Gavan. T hey g o t  van-van and gavan , but van-van is red and gavan is b lack . 

[My t rans crib er heard this word as Gagan, Which may be the original . ]  [New 
Orleans , La . , (809) , 1136 : 5 . ] 

1 2 8 84 . S crub it out good w ith Red Seal Lye , go t the red s eal [ trademark ] on 
i t  • • •  an ' yo ' wrench [ rins e ]  it good this day - like today - and tomorrow you go 

SCRUBS : RED SEAL LYE - SCRU B TODAY - TOMORROW U SE  
9 BUCKETS OF WATER - I N  9TH BUCKET ADD SUGAR AND 
C INNAMON AND FA SE LUCK - LUCKY - CAN RENT IDUSE 

and i t ' ll be lucky and you ' ll ,  can rent the hous e . 
( What kind o f  fas t  luak? )  

there and you us e nine 
bucke ts o f  wat er . And 
the ninth bucket o f  water 
you put sugar and cinnamon 
and Burben fas t  luak in it , 

Berb - bur - I believe - Burbeans - you know that s p ells b e ans . 
(Burb ean ' s ? )  

Yeah , Burbean ' s  Fas t  Luak. 
(What is i t , an o il o r  a powder? )  
I t ' s  a oil- like . You gets that outa the drug s tore . [New Orl eans , La . , 

( 8 5 1 ) , 1 3 1 7 : 4 . ]  
12885 . Now , if you b o t t leggin ' , 

s tore . You buy you a p ound o f  that 
you want t rade . Now you go to your drug 
brown sugah , you unders tand . You get choo 

SCRUBS: 1 POUND BROWN SUGAR FROM DRUG STORE - CODF IS H 
BALL [ FROM DRUG STORE] - NICKEL ' S  w:>RTH OF PARSLEY 
OOrL THI S  IN 2 1/ 2 QUART S OF WATER - BOIL IT DO� TO 
1 QUART - CLEAN UP WEDNE SDAY - SPRINKLE FRIDAY - BUT 
BEGIN AT FRONT - COME ON BACK - CRO W IF BOOTLEGGING 

a codf ish ball - you 
know what dat codf ish , 
b ig 0 [ o l e ]  codf ish ! 
You g e t  tha t  and g e t  
you a nickel ' s  wor th 
o f  pahsley [ pars ley ] . 
Now , you gona take dat 

pahsley , codf ish ball , the sugar . You take your wat er , ab out 2 quar ts or quar t 
an ' a half . Fix what you want , any kind o f  wat er . An ' yo ' put it in a pot or 
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bucke t ,  or whatsomever will hold it . And put all that s tuff into the water and 
let it boil . Let it boil down to one quart [ the magic o f  diminishing amount ] .  
An ' use your pot every morning , like Friday ' s ,  that myst be your busy day for 
Saturday . Like Wednesday you wan ' a  take that day for cleaning up . Well , you 
take that water and git you someone to go out to clean up your place for you -
j us t  sprinkle that water - go  to the front - come to the front like this [demon
strates ] , you see ,  an ' come right on in [ from the front door , leading future 
cus tomers in] . Now , I don ' t  tell you that peop le will spend their money there , 
but I ' ll guarantee you ' ll have a crowd there an ' you won ' t have s tanding rooa. 
But somebody will spend money . You unders tand how that is ? That ' ll square you . 

S:RUBS: SCRUBBING LYE - CHAMBER-LYE [HUMAN URINE ] 
SCRUB l-ELL WITH ON PORCH - AT DOOR - ON FLOOR S AND 
THEN TAKE A BATH WITH OIL OF BERGAMINE [ BERGAMOT ] 
THIS BRINGS IN CUSTOMERS AND KEEPS THE LAW QUIET 

I do that . [New Orleans , 
L a . , ( 815) , 1151 : 1 . ] 
1288 6 . To keep the laws 
away , s t ick that lye and 
keep scrubbing lye - � 
ber-lye [ ur ine] - use that 
and scrub well with it , 

all around the door place , the 
and forwards at . And then you 

(O il of what ? )  

doors and on the porch where they g o  backwards 
- you get some oil o f  bergamine [ b ergamot ] .  

Oil of  bePgamine . 
( Berg • • •  ) 
Bergumine - oil of  bergumine . 
(What ' s  that ? )  
[Here may b e  the f irs t t ime I ever heard this troublesome word bePgamine . 

Other hearings of the word followed . The long process by Which I came up with 
bePgamot I no longer remember . Many words gave me trouble . ]  

That ' s  a oil j es t  like o il o f  c innamon . It ' s got a scent , only de scent is 
different . See . And you put that in your bath water and bathe with i t .  

(What d o  you d o  that for? ) 
What do you do that for? well , anyt ime you come in contact with the law ,  you 

kin almos t  - always square ' em up . 
(I  see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 743) , 1013 : 3 . ]  
12887 . In de bus iness line - fo ' cus tomers , if yo ' runnin ' dis place of busi

ness . Now , yo ' kin take when yo ' knock off [ clos e ]  dis place at night , put sa.e 

SCRUBS: AT BU SINES S CLOSING TIME - MOP FLOOR WITH 
�ARTS COLOGNE IN WATER - DON ' T  SWEEP D IRT OUT FRONT 
DOOR AFTER 6 P . M.  - ALL THIS MAKE S BUSINE SS PROSPER 

of dis Hearts Cotogne in 
de water an ' mop dis 
buildin ' out dat night . 
An '  don ' t sweep none of 
yore dirt out at night 

after s ix a ' clock , outa yore front atall . 
prosper mo ' • 

Dat ' ll make bus iness an ' yo ' ll 

(Brings cus tomers in . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (193 9 ) , 2 10 9 : 5 . ] 
12888 . The word seat in BOODOO means a small slip o f  paper on which a design 

or mess age is printed or written . Some hoodoo shops during the Great Depression 

SEALS : TYPE OF HAND PRINTED ON SLIP OF PAPER 
sold a printed s eal for a few 
p ennies to ent ice custa.ers into 
the shop , where they also sold 

salt , pepper , sugar , vinegar , etc . , all of  them cons idered purer and .are power
ful than in an ordinary food shop . S ome doctoPs made their own seal for clients 
or patients . And f inally the seat degenerated [ if that is the word ] to a point 
where anyone could des ign or write his own seat ! This latter word , seal , had 
become somewhat holy because  of  its us e in The Reve tation of John , las t book of  
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of the Bib le . As I said elsewhere ,  seals are hands , see No . 2 279 , p . 643 , v . l . ] 
A seal - get you some . I ' ve had one myself . 
(A what? ) 

A seal . 
(A seal ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(You buy thes e? ) 

You buy de seal .  Use ' ly kin buy one out hePe at New OPleans [what a strange 
express ion for a person in Vicksburg to use ! ] .  And after getting this seal , 
it ' s  no t suppose to be - it  supposed to be wore on you . You j us t  wear that 
yourself - [ protection agains t ]  the law • • •  

[ I  turn off machine too quickly and mus t  repeat informant ' s  words . ]  
(I t ' s  a white p iece of paper? ) 
Yes , s ir .  It ' s  got a seal [ a  des ign ] on it , but it ' s  somp in that you gets 

out ahePe at New OPleans . [Vicksburg , M is s . , (742) , 1012 : 2 . ] 
12889 . Seal ovah de do ' .  

SEALS ONCE AGAIN (What kind of a seal?  A seal from the Sixth and Seventh 
books of Moses ? )  

[ S ince these were considered by Moses , they also added to the holines s of seals .] 
Yeah .  No . De LC11JJd is mah shephePd. Ah shall not want . 
(You write that on a p iece of  paper? )  

Dat ' s  right . He made me de light . Ah 'm in gPeen pastuPe . He anoint mah head 
wit oi l .  

(And that will keep the law away , i f  you are b oo tlegging or anything . )  
Dat ' s  right . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1237) , 2102 : 2 . ] 
12890 . You kin take three mens . 
( What? ) 
Mens , like you and I .  
(Oh , take three men. Yes ? )  

Three men and in be tween these men you can j us t  say that you wanta take one 
of them mens as a trap . You wanta take this man here and trap these two men . 

SEX : SEMEN IN NEW BOTTLE OF WIISKEY - LET STAND IN 
LEFT- EAND CORNER OF A HOU SE OR ROOM 9 DAYS - SEE THAT 
MALE RIVALS AND 'WOMAN HERSELF DRINK S FROM BOTTLE 

Well , you kin give that 
man there anything that 
you wanta eat [ or drink] . 
Take a bottle of whiskey 
that ' s  never been us ed 

and you take your hand and play with yours elf unt il you discharge . [Human semen 
is common in BOODOO. ] You put it in this whiskey and you s top it up and you 
turn that down like that and leave it for nine days . 

(So that it is leaning agains t something? )  
Yes , in the corner of  the hous e - in the left hand corner of the house .  

[This is a cornering rite , very common . The left-hand corner is to the left 
as you enter hous e or room . ] 

(All right . ) 
All right , in 9 day s you take this whiskey up . At 9 o ' clock you meet this 

party and you ask him if he wants a drink .  You gotta be  sure that he do ' s  dr ink , 
and you take some and give it  to him .  And then you leave him with the bottle . 
They drink it  all up . Whatever they do with it , you see ' em drink some before 
you leave ' em .  If they got one or two men , they ' ll finely wean away from them 
men and crave to you . 

(You do this to a woman? ) 
Yes .  [New Orleans , La . , (883 ) , 1456 : 6 . ] 
12891 . I tell you how that is did . She takes some of his discharge ,  and use 
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s ome kind of solution on i t , and us e it like dat and 

SEX : SEMEN - UNKNO t-N ROOT SOLUTION KNO'to.N TO OLD MAN 
HERE - URINE - STOP UP BOTTLE - SHAKE 9 MORN INGS 
lOTH MORNING S HE  THR0\5 BOTTLE OVER RIGHT S lDULDER 
BREAKING IT - THEN SHE TURN ROUND TO RIGHT - PICK 
UP WHAT ' S LEFT - WRAP S  THEM - HIDE S - HE I S  lMPOTENT 

have you [ a  man} so you 
can ' t have no amb itions 
for her or no other woman .  
(What would she do with 
that? ) 
Jus t  take it and there 
some kind of solution that 
made up with some kind o f  

root , some kind of  root you g o  out and 
of i t .  And when she gets up she shake 

(She put s the solution together? ) 

get . I know a old man out chere got some 
dat bottle . 

Puts the solution in with the urinate ,  and with this roo t and stop it up , and 
shake dat bottle every morning for nine mornings .  And the tenth morning , ins tead 
of her shaking it , she throws it over her right shoulder and breaks the bottle . 
Then as she turns around , she turns to the right . 

(She turns to the right? ) 
Turn to the righ� when she turns , and pick that up . Just  pick up what ' s  

lef t , the roots and things o f  that kind , and takes ' em  and wraps ' em  up and 
places ' em away to some s afe place . 

(And what will that do t o  him? ) 
That will keep him from having anything to do with anybody . 
His use goes entirely away . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 4 20 ) , 37 3 : 2 . ] 
1 2 8 9 2 . I ' ve heard of a cas e of that kind , where he runs around and she don ' t  

want him to run around . You go to the drug s tore and get you some s terile cot

SEX : MAN WIPE S  WITH NEW LINEN HANDKERCHIEF - WOMAN 
WITH NEW STERILE COTTON - SHE TIE S COTTON IN CENTER 

OF HANDKERC HIEF - 4 CORNERS OF HANDKERCHIEF - AND 
CENTER COTTON PIECE MAKE THIS A QUINCUNX - RITE OF 
5 POINTS - SHE TIE S ONE SET OF DIAGONALS - 2 POINTS 
TOGETHER - THEN THE OTHER SET OF 2 POINTS - THE SE 
4 CUT-OFF END S WERE AJDVE THE KNOT - 4 END S AND 
KNOTTED BUNDLE SHE PUT S IN MATTRESS  - HE STAYS HOME 

ton . When you go to b ed 
at night , and if you have 
connection with him ,  you 
g ive him a towel to us e 
on himself , and after you 
have connect ion with him,  
let him do everything , 
don ' t you do nothing . And 
when you have f inished , 
you use that co tton ,  and 

give him a towel to us e .  You take that and get you a man ' s  pocket handkerchief . 
You take and tie it  up in the middl e  of  that handkerchief , the cotton that I ' ve 
us ed . [A quincunx rit e ,  the center o f  4 corners 1 I ' ve used the co tton myself . 
He ' ll never know the difference you see . I ' ll t ie i t  up in that handkerchief 
like this [ demons trates ] .  Be sure it ' s  linen . Get a brand-new handkerch ief and 
tie in there , and cut the ends of  that handkerchief off , open my mattress and 
put it in that mat tress ,  and he ' ll never run around no more . [New Orleans , La . ,  
(855 ) '  1 3 51 : 7  . }  

1 2 89 3 . [The se two s eparate r i t es I have left together for the sake of the 
reference ; the f irs t rite being somewhat special , the second fairly common: ] 

(1) ill,: ENDURANCE RITE - CUT OFF BOTTOM OF DIRTY 
STOCKING - USE CONNECTION [ SEMEN] ON IT - STOP UP 

LATER YOU CAN JE S '  CONTINUE - CONTINUE - CONTINUE 
(2) j!!: STOP UP MAN 1 S URINE AFTERWARD - TO IDLD HIM 

Dey ' ll take de bottoa, 
j es '  lak yo ' got a ole 
p iece of stockin' an '  
t ake de  bottoa out of a 
s tockin ' . Cut it off 
an ' let it be dirty . 

It can ' t  do yo ' no harm unless it ' s  dirty . Dey take de bottom of dat stockin ' 
an '  cut i t  out - cut de bottom of dat stockin ' out - an '  takes it an '  stops it 
up .  If dey kin g it a chance , yo ' know , when dey make connection, dey kin use 
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dat . Stop it  up , j es '  cont inue - continue - cont inue . 
Well , j es '  lak if yo ' wus a man , wus comin ' to mah hous e ,  an ' wus goin '  into 

anything wit me , yo ' know , an ' ah ' d  git chew sometime . Dere ' s  de bucket right 
dere . Make yore connec t ion [ urine ] right dere in dat bucket . Well , ah ' m  not 
go in ' make none in dere . Ah 'm put t in ' yo ' up to make it . [Then I ]  s top it up . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 7 2 ) , 215 2 : 7 . ] 

1289 4 .  I f a man have a Zaay out dere whut he consumin ' his time wit an ' she 
devo ted to him ,  well if it ever come a time when he can find no sensation wit 

SEX : MAN ' S  NATURE [ SEMEN ] AND l«)MAN ' S  [MENSTRUAL ] 
IN MATTRE SS UNDER HI S  HEAD - FEELING ONLY FOR HER 

her , well it  isn ' t but one 
thing that she had to do . 
Well , that nature that 
flows , j es '  put it on a rag 

or somepin like that an ' put it away in de bed under de mattres s j es '  so he don ' 
know it - under hi s head . well quite natural he won ' t  have no feeling fo ' no 
one else but her .  [Recording bad ,  I evidently ask Whose nature . ] 

Both of ' ems . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (979) , 1586 : 11 . ] 
12895 . I f a man has a discharge with me , why ah take mine and his bo th to 

gether an ' put it on cot ton an '  s top it up , why he ' ll nevah bother with nobody 

SEX : MAN ' S  DISCHARGE AND WOMAN ' S  DI�ARGE BOTTLED 
but j es '  me . [T his woman 
takes the man ' s  discharge , 
s emen ; but what does she 

take from herself? I mean , what does she think she takes ? There is evidence 
in BOODOO to indicate that some of these women had no idea of  ovulation , that 
she like animals lays eggs ; that that egg is not laid (or propelled) at the 
moment of orgasm . I leave this comp licated business to the medical experts . ]  
[Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1417) , 2551 : 11 . ] 

128 9 6 . Now , if you want to divorce her - if you want to break this up - if 
you get on to [ suspect ] her - you are susp icious . [ I f  you suspect she had you 

SEX : MAN HAS LO sr HI S  COURAGE BY �MAN MEA SURING HIM 
WITH STRING S HE  TIED A:OOUT HER WAIST - AS A CURE HE 
WEARS CLEAN WHITE SOC KS - BUY S  BOTTLE OF BEER - GOE S 
FOR WALK - POUR S BEER INTO LEFT SHOE - DRINKS IT ALL 
HOLD S EMPTY BOTTLE IN LEFT HAND - BRINGS BOTTLE TO 
BACK OF HIS NECK - THRO\li IT IN FRONT OF HIM - CURED 

tied up , has made you 
sexually impotent . ]  J is' 
go on , put you on you 
some clean socks , walk 
on to a beer j oint -
some place . 
(To a beer j oint ? )  
Yeah . Get you a bot tle 

of beer and go on walking . Walk far enough where you beg in to perspire and 
when your feet get hot and you persp ire , s top and s it down . Take the lef t shoe 
off . Pour this bottle o f  beer in that left shoe . Dr ink the beer out o f  the 
shoe instead of the bottle . Close the bot tle . S tand this way [ demonstrates ] 
and turn your hands [ this way ] and throw it [ bottle]  s traight out in front of 
you , with your wish [ that your impotence leaves ] .  It [potency] comes back again . 

(I see . ) 
Yes , all the affection is taken away from her . 
(I  see . Take this beer b ottle in the left hand , then , you bring it  around 

to the back o f  your neck . ) 
Yes , that ' s right . 
And take that [ bottle ]  in your right hand and throw right directly in front 

of you . )  
( I  see . And that breaks the spell o f  that string around her wais t . )  
Sure. Yes , sir .  [MY preceding comment is a good examp Ze of my using in

formation informant had given before researching began. Woman had "tied him 
up "  by meaJJUPing him with a s tring and tying it about her wais t . ] 
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(It should do it? ) 
Sure . I ' ve seen it do it . 
( I  see , I see . ) [The wish is the power ! ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . , (77 6) , 1069 : 3 . ] 
12897 . Well , if  de [ •  dey • they ] want make him s tay home , it ' s  a little 

b lue blossom grows in de woods j es '  lak de  b lossom in a woman ' s [ something ] , yo ' 
SEX : CHASTITY BELT SUBSTITUTE 

m..UE FLOWER IN WOODS 
LOOKS LIKE WOMAN ' S  NEST 

know , dat little nest o f  hern - j es '  lak dat . 
Yo ' kin take dat [ blos som]  an ' s teep dat [ in 
water ] an ' make him stay home . Yo ' kin s teep 
dat - say if he ' s a coffee drinker - an ' sweeten 
it round de home . Sprinkle it round . It ' s a 

little vine wit a blue b lossom on it . S teep it  an ' put a lit tle of dat in his 
cup . Man , he couldn ' t  put a collah an ' chain round his laig an ' pull him ' way 
from home . 

(What do they call that vine , do you know? ) 
Dey call [ it ]  a true vine , true vine . Hit ' s  wit a b lue blossom like dat 

bloss om be ' s  on a woman , yo ' know . [ Even S hakespeare in Hamlet was concerned 
with a s imilar plant . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1208) , 2062 : 8 . ] 

12898 . Woman ' s  drawers , why you gotta tie nine knots in them.  
(How do they do  that ? )  
How would j ew do it?  Jes ' take a cord , you know j es '  like dis is heah 

[ electric cord from my machine to floor plug ] . You see , dat cord . An '  t ie it 

SEX : CHASTITY BELT SUBSTITUTE - LEGS OF HER 
OLD-FASHIONED DRAWERS ARE TIED INTO 9 KNOTS 

round dere nine times . Take it 
down , s ee , and you measure i t  up 
s ide wit sompin o f  yours , and 
then put ' em  back . Well , she ' ll 

go out .  She can ' t  s leep with no man , she ' s  go tta come back . [ The magic here 
is simple and direct , the woman is unable to stretch her legs apart ! ] [ Charles

SEX : CHA ST ITY BELT SUBSTITUTE 
FLOUR - URINE - DOG BURS 

ton ,  s .  Car . , (530) , 641 : 7 . ] 
12899 . Well ,  you take flour dough . Understand , 
take flour dough - take a lit tle urinat e  tha ' 
chao use [ to work the dough ] . An ' let that 

dough dry out whare [ where ] you kin grind it into a powder-like .  Then after 
you are outs ide [ your house ] , gone away from your home - do you know the dog 
burs? Have you ever heard tell o f  dog burs? I t ' s  a little sharp bur . 

(A little bur that s ticks in you? ) 
[Dog bur is the hounds -tongue , "a coars e weed (Cynoglossum officinale) having 

tongue shaped leaves and reddish flowers succeeded by nutlets covered with barb
ed prickles • •  " ]  

That ' s  right . Put 5 burs ins ide o f  that dough with that [ urine ] and then 
when you go out , why you gon ' a  t ake that [ dough] and lay it under the bottom 
of your st eps . There ' s  no man will fool wit your woman while you ' re gone . 
[Hew Orleans , La . , (812) , 1144 : 5 . ] 

12900 . [The se following rites , except ing a few new locations of belief s  
and a detail or two , add little to  the dog rites in volume 3 ,  numbers 2408-2419 . ]  

m: MORE DOG LIVER RITES 
Dey tell me , dat i f  you having trouble in yore home 
with your family , dat if yo ' wanta ketch ' em  so dat 
yo ' know who it is yo ' havin ' trouble with , dey tell 

.e to takes yo ' a piece of dog liver an ' give it to yore wife , an ' whenever dis 
fellah come b ack in dere , why he ' ll b e  fas tened dere an ' stay until yo ' come . 
(Wilson 2 647 : 16 . ] 

12901 . If man and woman stuck [ together ] ,  rub between them with dog liver 
( to loosen them] . [ This is a sort of  hair of the dog that bit you remedy , pre
sawi ng the trouble had s tarted with dog liver . ]  [ Charleston 5 93 : 3 . ] 
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12902 . If man and woman s tuck from eating dog liver , never get them apart 
b ecause the dog has been killed ; it  kills them . [To us e the dog ' s  liver the 
animal had to be killed . The purpose of  this rite is to be rid o f  both p er
sons - murder without dis covery ! ]  [Mob ile 942 : 4 . ] 

12903 . To make the man stiak , use liver from male dog ; to aatah woman , use 
liver from female dog . [ Charleston 612 : 3 . ] 

12904 . Use male dog liver to catch man . [Mt . Vernon (on Eas tern Shore) , 
Md . ,  by hand . ] [ Presumably the woman was not caught by female liver or I was 
too inexperienced o r too much of a doubter about thes e unusual b elief s . Even 
the folklore world had never heard o f  them ! ] 

1 2905 . "Use a black dog wit a woman ; a � wit a man . Kill b lack dog after 
that [ dog ] has aopuZated, bury liver under Zeak of  house ; " woman and o ther man 
tied. [ That word aopuZated looks like my subs titut ion for a more usual word . 
The remaining part of the liver used is buried under the drainspot from the 
roof . ]  [ Charles ton 6 29 : 9 . ]  

12906 . The � proudin ' used and liver fed etc . [Vicksburg 99 7 : 5 . ] 
1290 7 . K ill � when she ' s  proudin ' ,  cook her liver , g ive it to a p erson , 

causes P. Cap. [Washington , D . C .  8 26 : 2 . ]  
12 90 8 .  Wife puts dog dung [not liver ] on rag , wipes husband after inter

cours e ; when he goes with another woman they get s tuck . [Richmond 333 : 8 ,  from 
Johnson the Indian-blackman roo t doc tor o f  Richmond , a friendly p erson who gave 
me root I carried in my recording machine as long as I used it . Supers titions ? 
Not all all . I could always pull out the root to show o ther doators , all o f  
them skeptical about i t s  worth ! Richmond 333 : 8 . ] 

12 909 .  Dog liver baked to a powder and rubber on woman ' s  vagina . [Norfolk 

Belief known at Newport News , 513 : 9 .  
Belief known in Balt imore , 4 3 : 2 .  

483 : 1 . ]  
12910 . 
12911 . 
12912 .  
12913 . 

L iver must come from bitch in heat . [ Richmond 288 : 2 . ] 

s oak it in 
well dey say dey take de snail an ' yo ' boil him - de woman do - an ' 
a rag . Boil him up good an ' den put de rag in a ,  a nice clean rag , 

SEX :  SNAIL USE IN 
in dere , den wring it out an ' let it dry . An '  den let de 
man wipe wit dat rag after dey have intercourse ,  an ' dat 
will take away his nature .  [ Snail rite were also g iven 

in No . 2458-2470 , in v . 3 , and there are probab ly a number in interviews . ]  [ Way
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1086) , 1755 : 10 . ] 

129 14 . Yo ' kin take a snail an ' put it with fresh hog lard an ' s t ew i t  down 
an ' grease a man ' s  privates with that an ' that ' ll keep him from havin ' any 
nature . [ Waycro s s  1961 : 6 . ] 

12915 . Drag snail acros s stroud of underwear , cro s s  it [make a cros s mark 
on stroud with snai l ]  [victim]  can ' t have anything to do [no sexual relat ions ] 
with anyone . Take snail and put in bottle and bury unt il dead . [ The preceding 
stroud is c ertainly � a course garment on blanket (probab ly made in S troud , 
England) and once used in North American Indian trade . ]  The meaning of the 
word is clear , the spelling is the prob lem. Yes , I frequently as ked for spell
ings . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 962) , 1554 : 3 . ] 

12916.  Snail into cup with fresh lard , boil down , use as  salve , cure for 
impotence . [Memphis 1561 : 2 . ] 

----
12917 . Snail , yolk of egg , sugar , close up , in 3 days snail d ies , use for 

impotence . [Memphi s 1564 : 3 . ] 
12918 . If  yo ' had a sweetheart an ' wanted tub be 

dealin ' s  with chure husban ' an ' yo ' kin put dat in a 
up ovah de top of yore do ' an ' he ' ll always b e  crazy 

in love , yo ' could have 
bottle an ' yo ' kin put dat 
' bout chew . 
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(Xour husband will? )  
Yessuh .  [ Surely the lover ! ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 1531 : 20 . ] 
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12919 . WOman mixes man ' s  nature [ semen ] with peach tree s ap and ties it up 
[ in a p iece o f  cloth ] to tie him up - to make him impotent with other women . 
[The magic here is probab ly based upon the fact that peach-tree sap can harden 
into a gum. ] [ Richmond 326 : 2 . ] 

12920 . His � [ s emen] beat up with banana [ phallic symbol ] and toenail 
dirt , give to woman . [Memphis 1572 : 8 . ] 

12921 . (They shoot the shadow , you say? )  
Yeah . 
well , dey do dat to harm a pusson , get him into trouble - harm ' em .  Yo ' be  

up dere - standin ' dere - o f  co ' s  [ course]  dis de individual , yo ' understand . 

SHADOW : MEASURE WITH WALKING STICK - LATER 
SHOOT IN HEART - A CAUSE OF HEART TROUBLE 

Yo ' have a walkin ' s t ick , s ee .  
While h e  s tandin ' up , yo ' b e  mark
in ' in de ground . Yo ' mark where 
his shadah is , yo ' know . Well , 

after he go yo ' know , yo ' shoot dat 
See , wheah yo ' heart is , yo ' know. 

(And what will that do to them? ) 

shadow an ' yo ' shoo t right in de heart . 

Dat give dem heart trouble . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (5 18 , Doator Nelson , see 
pp . l59 9-1600 , v . 2 ;  pp . 2260-2211 , v . 3 ;  No . 7413 , p . 3270 , v . 4) ,  6 09 : 7 . ]  

1292 2 .  J is '  take a [ gun ] shell an ' cut it open , an ' take a s ilvah d ime -
she [ sure ] it be a silvah dime . Cut it up an ' put it back in de shell an ' shet 
it back up . An ' yo ' shadah • • •  an ' he sho t  at yo ' shadah , he ' d  hi ' cheh [ hit 
you ] . Dat j es '  kill a person . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (323) , 259 : 1+85 . ]  

129 2 3 . They take the measure of your shadow and � this measure : "Yo ' 
begin to lingah an ' drindle away . " [Washington , D . C . , 824 : 1 . ] 

12924 . De way ah heard it , dey says : j es ' lak yo ' see a person ' s shadow. 
Yo ' take de measure o f  his shadow . Jes ' lak a person walkin ' along an ' he hap

SHADOW: MEASURE PERSON ' S  - BURY - KILLS HIM 
pen tuh s top an ' yore shadow' s up 
' gins t de house or • • • •  Well yo ' 
j es '  take dat width . Write it 

lak 18 inches or whatsomever : two an ' a half foo t or whatsomever yo ' see , or 
six and a half o r  whatsomever it is . Yo ' j es '  do dat an ' bury dat - de inform
ation . Dat ' s  tuh run someone , somp in other lak dat . 

(What will that do to a person? ) 
Dat will kill dem. [ S t .  Petersbur g , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 10 . ] 
12925 . If a man huntin ' a j ob an ' he wanted a j ob ,  de f irs t thing , he ' s  got

ta make de man feel he ' s  sorry fo ' him,  an ' to do dat , he ' d  have to carry on h im  
what is known a s  Shame 

SHAME BRIER:  SENS ITIVE PLANT - CLO SE S  UP IF TOUCHED 
SAY TO PLANT " BE SHAMED" AND TELL IT WHAT YOU WANT 
[FOR IDENTITY - NAME S - EXAMPLE S - SEE v . 1 ,  p .  646 f .  ] 
GET 9 LEAVES - WRAP THEM - CARRY TO PLACE FOR A JO B 

Brier . But he mustn ' t  
git de Shame Brier unt il 
it closes up . Yo ' see , 
de leaves is open , an ' 
deh , dey ' ll clo se up . 

But chew gotta pas s  de han ' ovah dere an ' say tuh de Shame Brier tuh "be shamed", 
or whatevah yo ' wanta do , yo ' tell de brier dat an ' tell de brier tuh be shamed . 
An '  den when it clo ses up - i t  will close up itself . Well , yo ' g it chew nine o f  
dose leaves . Yo ' wrap dem up an ' den take ' em on tuh where yo ' wanta go an ' den 
ask fo ' yo ' j ob .  

(That will get you the j ob . )  
12926 . Tuh make de boss  give 

yo' goin ' down dere . S ee ,  if de 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( just  before 1240) , 2106 : 2 . ]  
yo ' j obs , now . Now , if  yo ' wanta j ob an ' if 
boss is mean to all de rest  of  de  people - mean 
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to yo ' - he give everybody a j ob but chew . All right , well yo ' git chew a lit

SHAME BRIER - OR BE 'SHAMED BRIER ROOT - CHEW - SPIT 
AT BO SS ' S  FEET - SPRINKLE CAYENNE PEPPER CRO SS PATH 

tle p iece of saltpeter 
an ' put into yore pocket. 
Well , den yo ' s ee yo ' 
g it dis heah be 'shamed 

brier root , as ah tole yo ' , an ' have dat in yore mouth an ' sp it down to his 
feet s .  An ' den if he ' s very mean - if he ' s  very hard - yo ' spr inkle a little 
dis heah cayenne pepper cross  his path like if  dis he office heah . Ah sprinkle 
little dis cross  yore o f f ice where yo ' go in to go into yore place of business 
an ' ah have dat in mah mouth , an ' ah says , "Say ,  Captain . " Yo ' know it 's quite 
natural fo ' a co lored man to cal l  a white man "Captain " or "Boss� " see . Well , 
"Say ,  Bos s ,  listen ,  whut about a j ob dis mornin ' . "  Den he ' ll look around - an ' 
be done crossed dis peppah , yo ' see - he look around an ' he say� "Well�  Old Doc� 
yo ' don ' t  wanna work if ah done give yo ' a job . " Yo ' say ,  "Well , all right , yo ' 
try me . "  

He say , "Well , den go on out an ' s ee whut chew kin do . "  
Yo ' see , he done changed his mind . Yes sir , h is mind is changed completely . 

[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 656) , 941 : 1 . ] 
1 2 92 7 . ( How do they use that ? )  
well , they tell me that you have to get it at midnight . 
(This shame grass . ) 
Shame grass . 
(What does it look like? ) 

Well , it ' s ,  has thick leaf and if you run your hand over it , the leaf will 
wither up . If you put your hand over it , you can tell it . 

SHAME GRASS [=  SHAME BRIER] PICK AT MIDNIGHT - HAS 
THICK LEAF - RUN HAND OVER - IT WITHERS UP - MEN 
CARRY IT IN POCKET OR CHEW - T BEY WALKS UP TO A 
WOMAN • • •  SHE 'LL llA VE TO DO JU SE WHAT HE SAYS DO 

( I  see . )  
And you can take the root 
of that and mens carries 
it in their pockets or 
either chew it in their 
mouths . And every what 

[whatever ] they walks up to a woman and wants her to [ do ] , command her to do , 
she ' ll have to do j ust what he says do . You takes it - you can tell it . It ' s  
a herb that grows and runs on the ground like a vine , and the minute you do 
like that [ touch i t ]  the leaves will close together . 

(That ' s all he does , j ust  chew it ? )  
You chew it or either carry it in your pocket . And any time you rubs it in 

your hands and lays your hands on her body anywhere ,  she ' ll do j ust  what you 
want her to do . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 710) , 9 80 : 2 . ] 

12928 . Yo ' walk down de railroad [ track] to a bramble brier an ' when dis 
brier leaves begin tub [ turn up ] ,  yo ' gits down an ' git a piece of  de roo t . 

SHAME BRIER FROM RAILROAD TRACK - LOOK BOSS IN EYE S 
Chew j es '  a little piece 
an ' keep a little p iece 
in yore hand . Yo ' walks 

up to him an ' says , " Boss , ah ' m  down , ah want a j ob today. " Well , if yo ' j es ' 
don ' let him look around an ' yo ' keep his eye right into yore eyes [ looking 
boss in the eyes is a common feature of many j ob rites ] an ' if anything roun ' 
dere he goin '  g ive yo ' a j ob dat day . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1367) , 2419 : 12 . ] 

BE SllAME BRIER OR BE SHAME ROOT - CUT UP - SEW UP 
IN CLOTH - FEED HEARTS COLOGNE - LUCK FOR ANYTHING 

in dere an '  put dis heah Heart s Cologne wit it . 

12929 . An ' some say yo ' 
g it dis heah Be Shame Root� 
Be Shame Brier an ' git hit 
an ' cut it up an ' put it 
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Olbat do you put tha t roo t in? ) 
In a cloth an ' s ew i t  up an ' wear i t . Say dat wi ll make yo ' be lucky in any

thing yo ' put chure han ' tub do . [ Ro o t  became a normal hand for any kind of 
luck . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 107 7 ) , 1744 : 11 . ] 

1 2 930 .  Ah l earned ab out de new shing le 
l ike dat . Dey s aid dat if yo ' have - j es '  

from a hou s e , s ech as bad luck or 
like dis building heah an ' yo ' ovah 

smNGLE - NEW - TACKED ON IDUSE MOVE S PERSON WITHIN 
U SUALLY RITE KEEP S OUT SP IRIT S  - ITS U SE HERE GOOD 

yondah somewhere . Git 
chew a new shingle an '  
bring i t  an ' tack it on 

anyb ody to l eave out from d i s  buildin ' .  When yo ' 
dey said i t  won ' t b e  long b efo ' someone will take 
dey t ake s ick when dey git up , dey ' ll leave out . 

dis build in ' , if yo ' want 
tack dat new shingle on dere , 
s i ck in dat hou s e , an ' aftah 

(You tack a new shingle on s omebody ' s  hous e . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  (115 9) , 
1935 : 4 . ] 

12931 . Well , you 
time an ' mix up , mix 

t ake a man dat - a pers on what wanna have you home all de 
up [ confus ed ] from t ime to t ime dat - he would come in your 

SHIRT - WOMAN CUTS P IECE FROM MAN ' S  SHIRTTAIL - KEEP S 
mM CRO SS WITH WIFE - KEEP S  HIM COMING TO SHIRT PIECE 

home and he would git a 
p iece of  yore garment . 
Jes ' Zike you go t  dat 
shirt [ author ' s  shir t 

brings a vers ion o f  the shir t tail ri t e  to informant ' s  mind ] . I f  he [ the man we 
s tar ted with ]  would see any thing keerles s around your home { soiled clo thing ] , 
like you g o t t a  hang yore shirt [ but don ' t ] , some s tuff around no t put in de 
dirty bag . He [ the man we began with wi ll s oon b e  chang ed to a woman b e cause 
this is a shir t tail rite ] would take your shirt and carry i t  on home and take 
a small p iece out de b ack , right under de back . [Here informant changes to a 
woman . ]  And a woman - mo s t  woman do it , no man . But mo s t  women do dat to keep 
up de home when she want d i s  man . See . She would take a small p iece out of it 
and cut dat ou t dat shirt and s lap dat [ shir t ] . [ She ] come on back and put dat 
shirt back where he is . And dat man would al l de t ime be cro s s  with his wif e . 
[Woman cutt ing p iece out o f  man ' s  shir t is no t his wif e . ] No thin ' she do c ould 
sui t him. [ Charles ton , S. C ar . , ( ? ) ,  652 : 6 . ] 

12932 . Ah knows dat ' s  all right ab out de shoes . Jes ' s ay if yo ' an '  a 
woman wus in love tuhgether , an ' by s ome means dat chew think dat d i s  woman is 

SHOES : PUT ON - WALK FAST UNTIL FEET SWEAT - POUR 

WINE INTO SHOE - DRINK - SEPARATE S MAN FROM UNWANTED 
WMAN - ANOTHER DRIN KING-FROM- SHOE RITE IS NO . l 2896 

not de r ight woman fo ' 
yo ' , an ' yo ' want s  tuh 
g i t  loos e  from her , yo '  
put on yore sho es an '  
j es '  g it out an '  walk. 

Valk fas t . Yo ' know dat chure feet will perspire but no t smelly . Pull dea 
shoe off an ' po ' s ome wine in ' em an ' drink dat wine . Dat ' ll s ep arate yo ' au '  
her .  [ For ano ther dr inking-out- of- shoe ri t e , see 1289 6 , p . 4412 . ] [ B�ck. 
Ga . , (1174) , 19 80 : 7 . ] 

129 3 3 . If she ' s  got his shoes , she ' l l git de ins ide o f  dat lining in dere 
[ insole ] dat he wear next to h is f ee t . She will g i t  dat , an ' if she kiD git 
' at ,  she kin t ake ' at an ' put s ome - g i t  s ome brims tone an ' sulphur . Put dat 
in a p iece o f  rag or s ome tis sue paper f ir s t . Wrap d i s  up in t issue paper , but 
wrap coming to h er , s ee .  Wrap coming to her . Dis s ame thing , if she take it 
an' put it in under her bed , yo ' under s tand , an leave it dere fo ' nine .arnings 
under her bed or - don ' t put it under her haid be caus e dat would take as much 
effect on h er haid as i t  would his ' n .  Put i t  about d e  middle of her bed [ center 
of bed makes this a quincunx r i t e ]  ab out where · her body rests , yo ' know, fo ' 9 
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consecut ive [ days ] .  An '  ' fore dat t ime , dey say dat he will be j us t  back to her 
or goin ' crazy fo ' to g it back to her . 

(After she wraps that material up in the tissue paper , what does she do wi th 
that shoe sole? ) [My words shoe sole here confuses informant , we had been talk

SHOE S :  ][NER SOLE - BRIMSTONE - SULPHUR - WRAP IN 
TISSUE PAPER - WRAP COMING TO YOU - KEEP UNDER BED 
9 NIGHTS - DON ' T  PUT UNDER OliN HEAD - IT WILL AFFECT 
YOUR HEAD INSTEAD OF VICTIM ' S - MIDDLE OF BED MEANS 
A QUINCUNX RITE - MAN RETURN S IN 9 DAYS - A  SIMILAR 
RITE : SHOE SOLE FIX WITH RED PEPPER - BRIMSTONE - OIL 
OF RO SE - SULP BUR - WRAP - BURY AT HER DOORSTEP AND 
HAND UP IDRSE SHOE COMING IN - USE HER URINE FOR 
9 MORNINGS ON HORSE SHOE - THI S  AL SO  BRINGS MAN BACK 

ing about the inner lin
ing . Another rite for 
the same purpose now be 
gins . ] 
Dat shoe sole , after she 
f ix dat up , put it in 
some red pepper now , an ' 
brimstone , yeah . It ' s  
red pepper an ' oil o f  
rose , yeah . Yo ' git  dat 
in de drug store . [No

tice : red pepper in the drug store . ] O il of rose , wrap dat up . Course dat ' s  
liquid but chew wrap dat together an ' dat sulphur will ' solve an ' come to b e  a 
cake somp in like a flour dough , yo ' know . Yo ' understan '  whut ah mean . Yo ' 
wrap dat together an ' bury it . Bury dat at her doorsteps - at her doorstep s . 
An '  at de same t ime she wanta g it her whut chew call a horseshoe an ' f ix it up . 
Put dat horseshoe de way it ' s  coming in , not de way it ' s  go in ' out - de way it ' s 
coming in . An ' let it stay dere , an ' don ' t nevah take it  down . N ine mornings 
let it stay dere an ' aftah de 9 mornings ,  during 9 morning s ,  she must  make her 
urinate 9 mornings . Yo ' unders tand whut ah mean . But fo ' evah leave dat horse
shoe dere . When he comes back she will leave de horseshoe dere cont in [ual ] ly ,  
an '  use dat chamber lye fo ' 9 mornings right on . Keep a using i t  unt il dat 
head is on dat . Ah'm working on de hair proposition , yo ' hair dat chew asked 
me about . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1051) , 1706 : 3 . ] 

12934 . Dey take yore socks , or take de ins ide little - yo ' know it ' s  go t a 
thin sole in yore shoe - de bo ttom of yore shoe . Take dat [ insole ] out an ' 
ball it  up an ' � it in the bo ttom of yore sho e .  

(Well , what would that do? ) 
Well , that would br ing them folks back . 
(Who would do that? ) 
De p erson dat ' s  in de hous e .  
�he p erson that i s  living there would take the ins ide of  your shoe and wear 

it in their [ his or her ] shoe . Both of them? ) 
One of them - either one . 
12935 . well , j es '  lak yo ' wanta , probably,  yo ' might be goin ' out gamblin ' 

or sompin lak dat , an ' yo ' wanta have luck fo ' that , or maybe yo ' goin ' out tuh 
play cards an ' yo ' wanta have luck fo ' that . Accordin ' tuh whatevah yo ' want • • •  

Yo ' kin burn a little coal oil an ' sugah on ' em  an ' dat ' s  fo ' luck on d ice • • •  

dat ' s  fo ' a man ' s  shoes . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1518) , 2695 : 10b . ] 
129 3 6 .  Dey burn de left-footed shoe an ' dat will bring luck. 
(Where do you burn it - at any particular place or time?_) __ _ 
Burn it in dere home - in dere rooms dat chew want de luck to come into . 
(Just the shoe alone? ) 
Well , nope , s ome people use a - peels off an onion an ' a little sulphur . Yo ' 

burn it ins ide de shoe , yo ' know . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1229 ) ,  507 : 3 . ] 
12937 . Den she kin take one o f  his shoes if she in a position to have one 

an ' turn it do�t de badk do ' step undah de step , but not - j es t  take an ' turn 
it right ovah . Jest  put a little sand to each - yo ' don ' t have to bury it , an ' 
that ' ll bring him back. Dat ' s  a shore way . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1088) , 17 55 : 12 . ] 
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129 38 . They can bury your lef t shoe to make you p ine away . [ Richmond 3 74 : 4 . ] 
12939 . To bring person back home bury his or her shoe under the steps . [ Deal 

Island , Md . 24 : 5 . ] 
12940 . Inner sole o f  person ' s  shoe buried under step to hold him or her . 

[ Elizabeth C ity 491 : 1 . ] 
12941 . You can keep a person from leaving the house permanently by burying 

his inner sole under the steps . [Mobile 918 : 11 . ] 
1294 2 . If  you take inner sole o f  shoe , dig a hole under the doorstep , lay the 

inner sole in the hole and drive a tenpenny nail through it , it will drive you 
away [ j ust  as you drive the nail ] , will kill you . [Mobile 918 : 2 . ] 

1294 3 .  Person ' s lef t foot shoe bury in front of  steps with toe pointing to 
house to bring back . [Memphis 1580 : 1 . ] 

1 2944 . Take de shoe an ' bury it . Dey bury de shoe in j is ' de place where 
dey de only one has tuh travel , an ' as de sho e  rot , dey ' ll be runnin ' ' way from 
home . Take de right-foot shoe . [Memphis 1516 : 8 . ] 

12945 . Jes ' de sole o f f  de shoe - one , de right feet , an ' t ie it up in a 
p iece of  new homespun , sew it up in it , an ' bury it underneat '  de steps . Dat 
why he couldn ' t leave yo ' .  [ Sumter 2409 : 9 . ] 

12946 . Salt and pepper in a shoe buried on the " sunrise s ide" of the house 
keep s up a fuss there all the t ime . [Wilmington 274 : 2+85 . ]  

1294 7 . Put salt and black pepper in shoe and bury it under the doorstep : 
"it j is '  aworry yo ' ,  keep yo ' walkin ' ,  run yo ' crazy , an ' keep yo ' mindless . "  
[Wilmington 257 : 4+85 . ]  

12948 . Into r ight shoe put salt , red pepper , bluestone and alum , and bury 
shoe heel out and toe to house . This makes wearer of  shoe stay home . [Mobile 
906 : 1 . ] 

12949 . To bring back , a woman buried her husband ' s  shoe under the steps 
with heel down and toes up . [Wilmington 256 : 1+85 . ]  

129 50 . A woman can take a man ' s left shoe  and wear it to hold him . Or she 
can take the inner sole , dry it and wrap it � and� it up , and get a j imson 
weed , wrap it with that , bury it where man urine [ urinates ] for 9 nights . That 
keeps him . [Memphis 1557 : 12 . ] 

1 2951 . Bury left foot shoe 5 feet from doorsteps � at north corner of 
house and he ' ll come back . [Memphis , ( 9 6 0) , hoodoo woman , excellent , 1545 : 8 . ] 

1295 2 .  T o  bring o r  send away - sole o f  left shoe - dig a hole - bury with 
�he feet going away from the house - 3 to 9 days person will leave . If  to bring 
back - bury shoe with feet coming to house - and [ or ] you can tack it over facing 
of door where it ' s  covered [hidden ] and the person will come . [Memphis ( 9 7 3 , 
professional and excellent ) ,  1 5 75 : 10 . ] 

12953 .  Well , yo ' kin burn a woman ' s  shoes fo ' luck on cards . Dere ' s  differ
ent kind of  shoes for luck on either cards or dice . [Memphis 2 7 03 : 3 . ] 

12954 . Woman burns her old shoe to dust , mixes this with graveyard dirt and 
puts in a man ' s shoes :  " that would go to his brain and that would make his mind 
always stay on me . "  [Newport News 511 : 3 . ] 

12955 . Burn left shoe to ashes , add graveyard dirt , put [ bury? ] at foot be
aeath back door , " they ' ll leave town . "  [Wilmington 163 : 10+85 . ]  

1295 6 . Put salt in old shoe , name him while burning this in f ire , and he ' ll 
have to come back . [Wilmington 134 : 6+85 . ]  

1295 7 .  Get a ole shoe of  a ole man an ' burn it up , an ' then take de ashes 
an' red pepper an ' salt , an ' if de law comes , whenevah he leaves , to throw dis 
.ebind him an ' he w� come back any more . [Norfolk 524 : 3 . ] 

12958 . Tuh keeps de law away , what dey do roun ' eah [ round here] - ah know a 
lota dem burn shoes [ usually the right ] an ' make a wish , an ' take de ashes from 
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' em an ' sprinkle it all in de fo ' cornahs o f  de house ins ide . [Richmond 286 : 5 . ] 
12959 . If  yo ' take de shoe an ' burn it , dat will run snakes away . [ Fayette

ville , 2515 : 4 . ] 
129 6 0 . Take an ' burn ole shoes an ' dey say dat will keep devilment ' way from 

roun ' yore house . Ole shoes an ' sulphur . An ' burn dat roun ' dere an ' dat keep 
all devilment f rom roun ' yore house . [ Fayetteville 255 7 : 2 . ] 

12961 . Or either , if yo ' are bothered with some kind o f  spirit that comes in 
there an ' yo ' can ' t see it , why yo ' burn an ole shoe in the stove , or either put 
�ur in every corner . [ S t . Petersburg 1625 : 2 . ] 

--

1296 2 . Burn men ' s shoes for luck for gettin ' men . Put sugar on while burn
ing . [Memphis 155 1 : 6 . ] 

1 29 63 . (When do you burn your shoes ? )  
On Friday fo ' luck fo ' people come roun ' , yo ' mo ' successful in money . 

[Memphis 1515 : 11 . ] 
12964 . Put sulphur and cayenne pepper over his sho e .  Burn it . Runs him away . 

[Memphis 1560 : 13 . ] 
12965 . Burn an old shoe in store or f ireplace for luck . [This is known every

where . ]  [Wilmington 252 : 6+85 . ]  
12966 . I f  someone throws your shoe into running water , "you ' ll be forever 

running , can ' t stay satisf ied nowhere . "  [Vicksburg 1018 : 8 . ] 
1296 7 .  Throw both of  person ' s  shoes into running water to make him or her 

travei . [ Richmond 290 : 3 . ] 
12968 . If  you throw a p erson ' s  shoe into running water , it will run that per

son away .  [ Elizabeth C ity 5 9 1 : 2 . ]  
12969 . You can take that same piece , l ike I told you to [ the insole of  a shoe 

in 1347 : 1 ] put that saltpeter under , in the toe of  the shoe , and throw it in some 
running water , and you ' ll get up and start to go on - you ' d  leave home and never 
come back . That same p iece out o f  that shoe . [New Orleans 1348 : 1 . ] 

1 29 7 0 . Dey throw shoes in runnin ' watah , git de right shoe an ' throw it in 
runnin ' watah . Well , he will go ' way - he ' ll go clean away . [Wilson , cylinder 
reference los t ,  but informant , No . l500 , comes between informants 1499 ( cyl . 2 6 6 7 )  
and informant 1 5 0 4  ( cyl . 2671) . ]  

12971 . Here is one of  the wierdest and rarest  of  shoe rites : Wear the j ack 
[ s tiff  back of the heel ] straight out in your shoe for love or to keep . [The 
j ack is flattened out and worn in the bot tom o f  the shoe . Imagine the discom
fort ! ] [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  13 : 2 . ] 

129 7 2 . [They ] cut small piece o f f  the toe of your shoe , wear in bottom of 
their shoe . You can ' t leave them , j es '  keep you there under their foots . 
[ Vicksburg 1013 : 10 . ] 

1 29 7 3 . You can bring a person to you or keep a person coming to you by wear
ing that person ' s insole in your sho e . [Norfolk 5 29 : 6 . 2  

1 2 9 7 5 . A woman wears the inner sole of  a man ' s  shoe about her wais t to hold 
him .  [Richmond 353 : 5 . ] 
---12976 . Write name all over inner sole of shoe and wear to keep down and under 
control . [Memphis 1570 : 5 . ] 

1 2 9 7 7 . You take and scrape de bot tom o f  his shoe inside . Den dat ' ll make him 
evil and mean in de home . Jes ' take and put it in his bedtick , rip a little hole 
and sew it  up . [ This comes from the well-known Doctor Frank Hall of  Nansemond , 
Co . ,  Va . , in 1937 , whose words I had to take down by hand . Was man or dog [ to 
make mean) the original o f  this rite? ) 

1 2 9 7 8 . Cut a piece as big as a dime from the insole of a man ' s  shoe , and with 
new nail , nail this piece to the f loor under the carpet over which he walks . 
This keeps the man there . [Memphis 1551 : 4 . ] 
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1297 9 . If  someone cuts a piece out of  your shoe and tacks it up under the 
house ,  you can ' t  leave that house . [Mobile 903 : 2 . ] 

12980 . Left-foot shoe and sock,  ball up , nail shoe on the carbox of train 
and turn your back and say , "Goodbye . "  [Memphis 1555 : 1 . ] 

12981 . To send person away it is better to put his shoe on the train engine 
than in a boxcar . [Memphis 1551 : 5 . ] 

12982 . Take man ' s  shoes and set them under the bed like he be  fixin ' to  
come home [ toes po inting under bed ] • • •  that ' ll draw ' im .  [Memphis ( 960 excellent) ,  
1545 : 7 . ] 

12983 . Nail person ' s  shoes under steps to keep home . [Memphis 1568 : 12 . ] 
12984 . If  he is sleeping , j ust  take his left-foot shoe and turn it  down 

under the bed , right under him where he is sleeping . Or she can pull off  an 

underpiece of hers and hang it up on the bed over his head and he won ' t  wake 
�· [New Orleans , 134 7 : 10 ,  a widely known rite and o ther examples in HOODOO. ]  

SILKROOT = S ILKWOOD = MILKWEED : CHEW - SWALLOW 
JUICE - IF YOU VOMIT YOU ARE POISONED OR CUNJURED 

12985 . Take a little piece 
of  this s ilk root or piece 
of  swamp roo t and hold it in 
your mouth and chew it and 

swallow de j uice , and if you is poisoned , it ' ll make you s ick in your stomach 
and you ' ll have to vomit . If you start to vomitin ' , why they ' ve done somep in 
to you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (224) , 216 : 7+85 . ]  

12986 . Yo ' could take a dime an ' git a leaf dat nevah was scorched [ ?  some
thing meaning undamaged ] yo ' know, dat de frost  don ' t  kill . Any kinda leaf de 

SILVER DIME AND A GREEN LEAF UNDAMAGED BY FROST 
GREEN = GREEN MONEY : S ILVER DIME NOW MONEY LUCKY 

frost don ' t  kill . An ' put 
dis dime on dat leaf an ' hold 
it on dere , an ' yo ' kin keep 
dat dime near dat leaf an ' 

yo ' have de best kind of  luck . 
' long as yo ' keep dat dime . 

Put chew in real good luck . An '  yo ' keep it 

(You j us t  keep the dime , you don ' t  keep the leaf ? )  
No , yo ' don ' t have tuh keep de leaf , j es '  keep d e  dime . Keep de dime . When 

yo ' first git it , put it on de leaf an ' hold it on de leaf . Den yo ' keep dat 
dime den . Den yo ' have good luck . Keep it in yore pocket - don ' t  lose it -
keep it in yore pocket . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1093 ) , 176 2 : 2 . ] 

!OX PACKING - DIME - SALT : SEW UP IN RED FLANNEL 
A HAND TO WEAR ABOUT LEG FOR ANY KIND OF LUCK 

12987 . De best luck is a 
s ilver dime . Git chew a 
s ilver dime an ' git chew 
some dis heah stuff yo ' cut 

outa a hank [ ? ] - cheap boxes yo ' know . 
silver dime • • •  [ interviewer interrupts ] . 

(Is  it sort of  sawdus t  or shavings ? )  

Take dat dere s tuff [ packing ] an ' dat 

An ' put hit an ' de dime an ' some salt an ' a piece of red flannel , an ' sew it 
gp an '  wear it round yore laig . 

(What will that do ? )  
That will keep you lucky • • •  

[ I  ask what kind of  luck and restart machine . ]  
Any kind o f  luck - mo st  any kind o f  luck . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1094) , 1764 : 3 . ] 
12988 . Yo ' could take a lizard or a snake or a frog or anything like dat an ' 

perish it tuh death . Jes ' put it in a can or somp in ,  yo ' know, an ' let ' im  die . 
iell, when he die yo ' could , yo ' know dry it up . Yo ' could make a powder out of  
� like dat . Well , den if yo ' kin git dat in anybody ' s  food , he gonna have dem 
live things in ' im - hit ' ll come back tuh life . Yo ' see , dey grow. 

Well , not de thing dey is tuh git dat out o f  him - j es '  say , if yo ' put it in 
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' im or anybody else put it in ' im,  an ' dey come tuh yo ' [ author become a roo t 

TO REMOVE LIVE LIZARD OR SNAKE OR FROG FROM PATIENT 
WITH A NEW FILE SMOOTH MILLED EDGES OF SILVER COIN 
ADMINISTER EDGES IN FOOD OR DRINK - STERILIZE COIN 

doctor ] fo ' tuh git it 
out of ' im ,  yo ' git chew 
a s ilver piece of  money . 
An ' yo ' wash dis heah , 
every edge , if yo ' use a 

dime or a quarter or f if ty-cent [ p iece ]  or anything . Let it be solid s ilver . 
An ' hit every edge dat dey is round dere . Well yo ' give him dat s ilver [ intern
ally ] an ' dat s ilver will git dat out o f  ' im .  Hit ' ll take every bit of  dat 
poison out of  ' im . 

(You have to hit every edge . With what? ) 
Yes sir ,  hit every edge [ o f  the milled coin]  with a f ile . Git chew a brand

new f ile dat has nevah been used an ' yo ' hit every edge - j es '  a little grated 
silvah an ' [ and you give it internally to your patient poisoned by lizard , snake 
or frog ] . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189) , 2008 : 1 . ] 

12989 . Or yo ' kin take an ' go to - if yo ' believe 
hoodooing - go to them an ' yo ' tell them that yo ' are 

in the root-working or 
out looking for a j ob .  

DRILL HOLE THROUGH DIME - PULL STRING THROUGH - TIE 
ABOUT LEFT ANKLE SO THAT DIME IS HIDDEN IN SHOE 

THIS GIVES YOU WORK AS LONG AS YOU ARE ABLE ANY TIME 

Git a cotton cord string 
an ' take a dime an ' put 
a hole in it an ' put this 
string - run the string 
through that hole of the 

dime an ' j est  hang it around yore lef t  ankle . Let it hang down so it can be in 
yore shoes , hang down in yore shoes , so anyone can ' t see it . An ' yo ' keep that 
around there an ' that will give you luck to have work as long as yo ' kin any 
t ime . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 88) , 1594 : 10 . ] 

12990 . Yo ' kin take a dime an ' put it in , yo ' know , in a letter . Yo ' would 
take de dime an ' j es '  lak yo ' know somebody , an ' yo ' wanta git ' em back , an ' 

MAN WEARS DIME AND PIECE OF LODESTONE 2 OR 3 WEEKS 
THEN SENDS DIME IN LETTER TO WOMAN ASKING FOR A PIN 

j es '  keep it yo ' know 
wit a piece of lodestone . 
Wear it wit a piece of  
lodestone , yo ' know , 

' bout two or three weeks sompin othah lak dat . Put dis dime in a letter an ' 
send it  to her an ' tell her , yo ' know , j es '  lak yo ' want a p in or sompin o thah . 
An ' tell her about dat . An ' dey tell me , say ,  she ' ll come in de place or send 
de pin .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1177) , 1990 : 8 . ] 

THIN DIME IN SACK WITH CAYENNE PEPPER AND SALT 
OVER DOOR TO KEEP HER MAN FROM THE OTHER WOMAN 

12991 . Take a thin dime [well
used or old ] yo ' see an ' put it 
in a sack , an ' some cayenne 
pepper an ' sal t  in it , an ' hang 

it up ovah yore do ' .  As 
ovah de do ' .  

he come in , yo ' see , back an ' fo ' th ,  an ' j is '  keep it 

(What will that do? )  
That will s top yo ' [ him] off  from de [ o ther ] 
(From this other woman? ) 
Yessuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 927) , 1510 : 9 . ]  
12992 . You tie you a p iece of - some sugar , 

and you put you a s ilver dime in that , you see . 

woman . 

you takes a piece o f  lodes tone , 
And you sew it up . You sew it 

up in a red p iece of  flan
nel . You make it like dat 
and you carry it in your 
pocket , but you won ' t have 

SILVER DIME - LODESTONE - SUGAR - SEW UP IN RED 
FLANNEL - YOU CAN ALWAYS WIN UNLES S SOMEONE CHEATS 

no luck though if you have the cheat against you . As long as you keep the cheat 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4423 

off you , you have luck . 
(What do you mean "have the cheat against  you? ")  
"Cheat , "  of course , if  you [ someone ] put down loaded dice or anything , you 

can ' t beat it . See , you can ' t  beat anybody that have [ loaded dice ] . 
(Oh ,  they cheat agains t you . ) 
Yeah . 
(Oh, I s ee . )  
If they cheat , you can ' t beat a cheat , you see . I t  won ' t  do no good , you 

see . [This theme of "unless someone cheats " is raPe in HOODOO, since it t.10Uld 
destroy confidence in gamb ling ''hands . "] [New Orleans , La . , ( 823) , 1191 : 4 . 1 

12993 . Yes s ir ,  ah ' ve 

MAN STEALS SILVER DIME - FROM HER - PROVIDIN IF SHE 
GOT ONE - SCRATCHES CROSS MARK ACROSS ITS FACE 
BURIES IN GRAVEYARD - SHE ' LL FOLLOW HIM EVERYWHERE 

Take a pocketknife or sompin an ' cross a cross mark 
An '  carry it to de cemetery an ' bury it , an ' she ' ll 
want her tuh . 

(Whom would you s teal this dime from? ) 

heard dat yo ' take an '  
steal a d ime - a s ilver 
d ime - an ' carry it to 
de • • •  

(You steal this dime? ) 
Yes sir , s teal it  from 
someone . 
(And then you cross it . 
How do you cros s  it ? )  
Right cro s s  d e  piece . 

cross  de face [ on the dime ] . 
follow yo '  ev ' ywhere yo ' 

Anyone . I t  be best tuh s teal it  from her , providin if she go t one . 
(Oh ,  I see . To make her love you? ) 
Yes sir . (Waycross , Ga . ,  (1095 ) , 1765 : 7 . ]  
1 2 9 9 4 . If  yo '  want him tuh give yo ' his money , 

him fo ' money .  If he happen tuh han ' yo ' a silver 
all his money , sometime ask 
dime , don ' t  chew spend dat 

s ilver dime . Yo ' take 
dat silver dime an ' wrap 
it up in a piece of - it 
ain ' t co tton flannel 
either . It ' s  woolen 
stuff . Yo ' put chew two 
needles in dat , a short 

WOMAN ASK MAN FOR MONEY - KEEPS SILVER DIME - WRAP S  

IT IN WOOLEN STUFF - STICKS INTO IT  ONE LONG NEEDLE 
AND ONE SHORT [NEEDLE COMBINATION PROBABLY APPEARING 
ONLY HERE IN HOODOO ] WISH TO RULE HIM AND BRING HIS 
MONEY - FEED "HAND" OIL OF ANNIS - KEEP IT IN TRUNK 

one an ' a long one , an ' yo ' make a wish fo ' tuh 
bring yo ' dat money . An ' yo ' g it chew some oil 

(What kind o f  o il? ) 

rule him an ' fo ' tuh have him 
from de drug s to ' • • •  

Oil o f  annis . An ' keep it [wrapped up hard ] anointed wit it  an ' put it in 
de bo t tom of yore trunk , an ' he ' ll bring his money tuh yo ' .  Dat ' s  whut ah know 
' bout dat . Dat ' s  whut ah have experienced . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1544) , 2804 : 2 . ] 

S ILVER DIME FROM MAN SHE PUTS IN GLASS WITH SUGAR 
2 TEASPOONFULS - SET IN CORNER - BRINGS HER MONEY 

12 995 . Take a s ilver dime . 
Yo ' [ a  woman ] git a silver 
dime from him an '  yo ' take 
dat s ilver dime an '  yo ' put 

it in a glass  an ' put two teaspoonfuls of sugah on dat dime an ' set it back in 
a corner . If he makes any money he ' ll bring it . He ' ll br ing it to yo ' . [IM� 
phis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 2801 : 8 . ] 

12996 . Jes ' lak anybody ,  well , j es '  say if a woman have a friend or sompin 
an '  he is able tuh give her , an ' can give her , an ' hit look lak he don ' t wanta 
use her fo ' convenience ,  why she kin git a dime from him an' she kin take dat 
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WOMAN TAKES S ILVER DIME FROM MAN - FOLDS IT TO HER 
9 TIMES IN NEW DOMESTIC - WEARS DOWN DERE - PEACE 

dime an ' put it in a brand
new piece of domestic an ' 
fold it tuh her nine times , 
an ' sew it an ' wear it right 

next tuh her an ' dat ' s  good . Dat ' ll help 
he ' ll provide for her mo ' bettah .  

out a whole lo t in peace with him an ' 

(Just wear it any place on her body ? )  
Yeah , j es '  p in i t  right ins ide her o n  d e  right s ide , wear dat down dere . 
(Next to the skin? ) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2807 : 1 . ] 
1 2 9 9 7 . Dey could take his shoe sole an ' 

a s ilver dime an ' f ile it . File dis silver 
j es '  take up his shoe sole an ' take 
dime t ill • • •  Jes ' lak if he ' s  go t a 

OBTAIN S ILVER DIME FROM PERSON AGAINST WHOM YOU HOLD 
A GRUDGE - FILE DIME - FOLD THIS S ILVER DUST UP IN 
AN INSOLE FROM OLD SHOE - BURY UNDER VICTIM ' S DOOR 
AS VICTIM WALKS OVER S ILVER DUST HE BECOMES A PAUPER 

lotta money . He j es '  a 
bus iness fellah an ' some
body go tta grudge ag ' in 
him , git a silver dime 
o f  his ' n - any fren ' yo ' 
know , j es '  lak makin ' 

change .  I j es '  git holt  dis dime of  yore [man ' s ]  money an ' take it an ' file it . 
Take dis shoe sole an ' take all dis little dust offa dis dime an ' puts it on dis 
shoe sole . An ' dey ' ll take dat an ' dey ' ll go bury dat under yore steps , right 
under yore steps where yo ' goin ' walk ovah it . An ' wherevah yo ' money is , as 
yo ' go in an ' come out , yore money ' ll j es '  leave yuh - j es '  fall down , fall 
right down to nuthin . Jes ' come down to nuthin . 

(Now suppose I had this money and you were trying to do that to me . You 
would get my shoe sole , the ins ide sole or the outside sole ? )  

Yes s ir ,  take dis inside sole . 
(You sprinkle the silver dust inside of  my shoe , underneath that inner sole . )  
Jes ' take dis sole , de shoe sole - no s ir ,  [ take ] dis ins ide p iece [ insole ] . 

Yo ' take it an ' yo ' fold it  up [ certainly away from you ] dis [ inner ] sole , an '  
bury i t  under yore steps . 

(You take this from either shoe? )  
Yes sir , either shoe . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1014) , 1640 : 4 . ] 
129 98 . Yo ' go to him [ boss ] an ' yo ' have a silver dime in yore han ' , like 

you j es '  goin ' to  borrow some money from him - cause see , dat ' s  fer luck . An ' 

IN PRECEDING RITE INFORMANT ACTUALLY HAS DIME FROM 
VICTIM - PRESENT INFORMANT PRETENDS HIS DIME FROM 
BOS S  - THOUGH RITE VAGUE PROVES EXISTENCE OF 1 2 9 9 7  

he ' ll give yo ' d a t  money , 
an ' yo ' won ' t  have to pay 
it back unless yo ' wanta . 
An ' he ' ll give you a j ob 
an ' he will tell yo ' to 

go to work . An ' dey all fer yo ' if yo ' kin always keep dat silver dime in yore 
han ' like dat while yo ' talkin ' to him . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 618) , 7 92 : 7 . ]  

1 2 9 9 9 . Well , if a man want luck in gambling , wel l ,  he ' d  wanta got Lost John 
powder. [ This could be my only example of  Lost John. ] 

5 DIMES BOIL IN 2 QUARTS OF WATER DOWN TO 1 QUART 
LET COOL - INTO IT PUT : SUGAR - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE 
ONE TEASPOONFUL EACH - SHAKE WELL - RUB THI S IN YOUR 
HATBAND AND POLICE WILL NOT BOTHER YOU - YOU MAY 
SPEND THE DIMES IF YOU LIKE - CARRY LOST JOHN ROOT 
OR LOST JOHN POWDER IN YOUR POCKET FOR LUCK 

some pulverized bluestone . You take you f ive dimes 

(What kind? ) 
Lost John. 
(Lost John? ) 
Lost John powder , it ' s  
good luck . You take Lost 
John powder and you put 
it in your pocket . All 
r ight , you go get you 

and you boil that in two 
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quart s  of  water . You boil that water down to one quart [magic of diminishing 
amount. ] You put it in somep in and measure it . You put it in somepin and you 
bo il it unt il it comes down to one quart [ diminishing amount ] one quart of  
water . You gets  one quart of water , you pout one teaspoonful o f  pulverized 
bluestone , one teaspoonful o f  granulated sugar , one teaspoonful o f  sulphur , 
and well shaked [ shake well ] . You take your five dimes out o f  that water 
after it ' s  boiled and put ' em - you can use them again , you can spend them . 
[Often articles used in rites cannot be used again� they are dangerous . ]  You 
take that and you shake it up - well shaked . You can take that and rub it in 
the band o f  your hat , and you go anywhere in town and you can have luck : with 
the laws , the police , or anything like that . They ain ' t go ing to worry with 
you . 

(What do you do with that Lost John root powder? What do you do with that?)  
That Lost John root you tote  that in  your pocket . Tot e  that in your pocket . 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 831) , 1235 : 6 . ] 
13000 . Take bluestone an ' alum an ' make a - an ' take nine s ilver dimes an ' 

sew it up together , an ' anywhere yo ' go , any kind of game yo ' play , yo ' ll win 

9 DIMES - ALUM - BLUESTONE - RED FLANNEL BAG : GAMBLE 

S ILVER QUARTER OR SILVER HALF DOLLAR - GAMBLING LUCK 

all de money dey have . 
(What do you sew that 
in? )  
Red flannel . [Waycro ss , 
Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 9 . ] 
13001 . Ah ' ve heard of a 
person dat gambles , if 

dey want ' em to have good luck in gambling , take a silver quarter [ 25¢ ] , a 
silver halfa a dollah [ 50¢ ] an ' dey fix dat up in a package or rag or some 
way , an ' tote it with ' em .  Keep it on ' em an ' that will give ' em luck fo ' 
gambling . Use Hearts Cologne on it [ to f eed it ] .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1133) , 
1838 : 10 . ] 

13002 . They have live things in them , you kin take a cupful of lard , and a 
cupful o f  sulphur , and you take a cupful o f  salt . And you puts all of  that to 
about a quart of  water and let it boil . And you take a s ilver [bow or beau or 

SILVER DOLLAR [ CALLED BOW? BEAU? BULL ? ] BOIL IN CAN 
FOR HOUR - ADD CUPFUL EACH OF LARD - SULPHUR - SALT 
GIVE TO PATIENT WHO HAS LIVE THINGS IN HIM - DO THIS 
9 MORNINGS AND THOSE LIVE THINGS WILL PASS - FOLLOW 
THIS WITH A BATH OF : SALTPETER - BLUESTONE - SULPHUR 

buZZ ] dollar . 
(A s ilver what? ) 
A silver dollah , a bow 
dollah .  
(A bow dollar? ) 
They call ' em bow dollah , 
them silvah dollahs , one 

of them big round dollahs . They don ' t use ' em very much now [ 1938 ] . Well , you 
let that boil . Yo ' get a [ cove ] oyster can [ these were not the recent canned 
oysters kep t on ice ] and you let that dollah boil real good . You boil it for 
about a hour in that water . And you take that water , put it with this other 
ingredients , this cupful of lard and everything . And I mean that will certainly 
pass from you . You let ' em drink that fuh 9 mornings , see . Give ' em  a cupful 
and them live things will pass . That ' ll kill it . An ' then you take - behind 
that give ' em a bath , behind that a bath of saltp eter and bluestone and sulphur . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960 , excellent hoodoo woman who se material was lost , these 
being my original pencil ones) , 154 8 : 5 . ] 

13003 . Usin '  a buZZ  dollah - a s ilver dollah . 
(They call it a bow dollar? Why do they call it a bow? ) 
Dey always claim they could work roots with it . 
(That ' s  what they call a silver dollar : a bow do l lar - buZZ  doZLar? Do you 
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mean like a bow - like this kind of  a bow? ) [ I  demons trate either by holding 

SILVER DOLLAR [ CALLED BEAU? BOW? BULL? ]  WORK ROOTS 
WIT IT - RUB [FEED ] DOLLAR WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - PUT 
IN RED FLANNEL SACK [HAND ] WEAR ABOUT WAIST - LUCK 

and drawing a bow ,  or 
drawing design on paper . ] 
Ah don 't  know how yo ' 
spe ll  it.  I t  j es '  a bow . 
Git chew a bow dollah an ' 

go to any s to ' an ' git chew a bottle of  Hearts Co logne . An ' yo ' take this heah 
bow dolZah an ' yo ' take an ' rub it with this heah Hearts Cologne . An ' take an ' 
put it in a red flannel sack an ' wear it round yore waist , where it will ' cumu
late money to yo ' ,  bring happ iness to  yo ' ,  an ' yo ' j es '  be lucky all de t ime . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 98) , 2518 : 5 . ] 

13004 . A root doc tor when digging up cunj ure outside a pat ient ' s  home used 
a s ilver spoon ! Unfortunately this unusual procedure was not much of a story . 
A note of mine reads "of  man in Baltimore who used fork . " If I remember ex
actly the Baltimore man used a steel fork, steel being avo ided by witches and 
cunjures . [Wilmington 207 : 3 , my comment reading not much of story . ] 

13005 . I f  dere has been a man an ' Z£' been seekin ' fo ' him, yo ' take a dime 
an ' shoot it in a gun an ' yo ' ll be able tuh ketch him . [ I  forgot to ask or knew 
at the time what kind o f  man . This probably refers to f inding a drown body or 
it may mean an escaped criminal . ]  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 2572 : 17 . ] 

13006 . Git dat dime an ' j es '  keep a dime in yore pocketbook dat same dime ,  
all de t ime .  See . Dat ' s  fo ' luck. Jes ' keep dat dime . Don ' t spend it fo ' 
nuthin . 

(Any dime ? )  
Jes ' any dime . [Memphis 2817 : 2 . ] 
13007 . Dey tell me dey take a p iece of s ilver money an ' put it in a red 

sack - flannel - an ' put a p iece of garlic to it an ' tote it on yo ' .  That be 
fo ' good luck . [ Brunswick 1 9 92 : 6 . ] 

13008 . Nine silver dimes , file them , wear in NATION SACK with lodes tone for 
pro tect ion and trade . [ For the well-known nation sack , private bag worn by wo
men , see interview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , pp . l449-145 9 ,  especially p . l458 , 
vol . 2 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 96 7 ) , 1564 : 7 . ]  

13009 . Jes ' lak if yo ' didn ' t know whether � wus poisoned or not ,  but a 
p iece o f  s ilver is  de bes t . If yo ' think yo ' were poisoned an ' don ' t know 
enough fo ' shore , if yo ' put a p iece of  s ilver in yore mouth an ' hold it in 
der e ,  in de length of t ime it will turn black if dey is any poison in yo ' .  
[ Brunswick, Ga . , ( 1189) , 2009 : 13 . ] 

13010 . A dime under the tongue turns black if you are hurt.  [ Charleston 
624 : 3 . ] [ Or poisoned . ]  [Vicksburg , 1006 : 5 ;  Richmond , 2 7 6 : 3 ;  everywhere . ] 

13011 . "Hold it in your mouth • • •  if you is always hurt like dat , dat dime 
will turn bl�" [Mob ile 950 : 2 . ] - -- --

13012 . "Take a s ilver dime , if you think somebody is trying to hurt you . 
Put it in your mouth right under your tongue and you can drink and eat all you 
want . That d ime takes [ absorbs ] everything . "  [This mus t  be a unique exper
ience , to keep a s ilver dime under your tongue while eating and drinking ! ]  
[Mobile 851 : 2 .  ] 

13013 . "You take a silver dime and put it in your mouth under your tongue , 
and take a thimbleful of  sulphur , swallow it , and keep this dime under there 
about one or two hours and take it out . If  it ' s black, it ' s  bad [you are hoo
dooed ] ; if it ' s  not black [ the sickness ] it ' s  nashural . "  [Mobile 884 : 3 . ] 

13014 . Well , if yo ' git poisoned , yo ' kin take a dime an ' t ie it round yore 
laig , roun ' yore neck, an ' if yo ' poisoned , dat dime will turn green an ' it ' ll 
cure it . 
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(Do you t ie that dime - one around each leg? ) 
No sir , round de left laig . 
(And then one around the neck, too? ) 

4427 

Yes s ir ,  one round de neck an ' one round de left laig . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(1286) , 2185 : 9 . ] 

13015 . I have heard one thing how you could pro tect yourself from anybody 
harming you , that is by wearing a dime around your neck. [At the hotel in 
Petersburg , Va . ,  after dinner , from the bellboy , by Ediphone in 1936 . ] 

13016 . A dime worn on neck protects agains t hoodoo . [Wilmington 162 : 5+85 ; 
Borfolk 494 : 6 . This is everywhere . ]  

1 3017 . If  the dime tie about your neck or leg turns dark , it means you have 
been cunjured. [ Richmond 2 76 : 2 .  This is known everywhere . ]  

1 3018 . Roo t  doctor put dime on man ' s  s tomach and dime turned black . [ I  am 
almost certain he put it on the man ' s  navel , the most  logical place to lay it . ]  
[ Richmond 317 : 6 . ] 

13019 . "You takes sweet milk an ' grate a silver dime and drink off it . "  
[ S ome of the s ilver dime is f iled into sweet milk, not the whole dime . ] [Mob ile 
96 9 : 6 . ] 

13020 . Well , dey say if someone poison yo ' an ' yo ' git it in yore stomach -
yo '  take a dime an ' grind it - yo ' j es '  f ile it up into ashes an ' - take it , an ' 
dat ' ll cure it . 

An '  den if yo ' poisoned yo ' take a d ime an ' put it on yo ' or either wear it 
on yo ' an ' it ' ll turn black , den somebody poison yo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1340 ) ,  
231 7 : 11 . 1 

13021 . S ilver-dime dust taken in milk or water cures poison , which in HOODOO 
is usually ins ide the body , but it can also be skin trouble , etc . [Wilmington 
222 : 7+85 ; Fredericksburg by Ediphone ; Richmond 374 : 10 ;  Norfolk 456 : 10 . ] 

13022 . Filed silver-dime dust taken internally with sweet milk will remove 
from you live snakes , lizards , etc . [Newport News 514 : 1 . ] 

13023 . Boil silver dime and drink in water or milk for body-ailment by 
cunjure . [Wilmington 189 : 10+85 . ]  

13024 . If  you swallow grated silver dime dust - usually in sweet milk or 
water - it will protect you against poison and cunjure for 6 months . [Newport 
News 499 : 3 . ] 

13025 . A combination of s ilver-dime dust , sulphur and brimstone will cure 
cunjure within . [Wilmington 85 : 1+85 . ]  

13026 . If  you are tricked ins ide , drink tea made of  grated s ilver dime and 
gunpowder . [Vicksburg 1042 : 5 . ] 

---

13027 . If  person is poisoned , boil Brown Mule chewing tobacco with grated 
silver dime , boil teaspoonful twice a day . [Memphis 1569 : 7 . ] 

13028 . For trick or cunjure , drink 3 times daily a tea made with rainwater 
and following ingredients :  f iled dime or quarter , black pepper , salt and vine
gar , followed by a dose of  Epsom salts . [Vicksburg 1013 : 6 . ] 

13029 . This root doctor boiled 2 dimes coined in 1926 . While boiling they 
came together to show that patient was hurt.  Two dimes of any year may be used . 
[Wilmington 221 : 1+85 . ]  

13030 . You can cure internal cunjure by bo iling 3 dimes and drinking the 
water . [Wilmington 195 : 1+85 . ]  

13031 . Here is an elaborate cure : For inside cunjure , boil 3 dimes and 3 
quarters and drink the water - no f ilings , j ust  water . [Wilmington 255 : 5+85 . ]  

13032 . Boil 3 pieces of  s ilver money , money with stars on it , and dr ink the 
water for cunjure within . [Wilmington 243 : 8+85 . ]  

13033 . Boil 4 s ilver quarters and drink water if you are cunjUPed. [ Wilming-
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ton 251 : 4+85 . ] 
13034 . As a prevention of or cure for cunjure boil 5 silver dimes and drink 

the water , and wear bluestone in both shoes . [Wilmington 113 : 6+85 . ]  
13035 . As a �  for aunjure or triak , drink 3 times a day a tea made from 

f iled dime , Ep som salts , coal o il [ kerosene ] and turpent ine . [ Vicksburg 1010 : 3 . ] 
13036 . If  you are hurt , f ile port ion o f  silver quarter or 25¢ pence , boil 

this dus t and drink, and you will become well . [Wilmington 7 3 : 3+85 . ] 
13037 . To kill live things in baby , drink t ea from the dus t  of  silver half

dollar scraped upwards .  [ Vicksburg 1032 : 9 . ] 
13038 . S ilver half dollar , scrape and make pills to kill poison . [Memphis 

1569 : 8 . ] 
13039 . A dime on your leg can mean j ust above your ankle , or below or above 

your knee . When this dime turns black, it shows you have been aunjured . [Wil
mington 214 : 2+85 . ]  

13040 . Drill hole through a dime and a nutmeg and wear both about waist for 
cunjure . [ Richmond 346 : 2 . ] 

13041 . Dime may be worn about waist for cunjure . [Wilmington 106 : 6+85 . ]  
1 3042 . If  the quarter or dime t ied on your leg turns black , you are hurt . 

[Vicksburg 1018 : 7 . ] 
13043 . If  yo ' think anybody hurt chew or anything lak dat , yo ' put a dime 

round yore laig an ' if anybody done anything to yo ' ,  dat dime will turn black . 
[ Savannah 2140 : 16 . ] 

13044 . A s ilver dime is � on unspecified leg for cunjure . [Petersburg , 
Va . , 413 : 2 ;  Richmond 318 : 2 ;  Wilmington 97 : 3 ;  everywhere . ] 

13045 . The dime is commonly worn on left leg . [Wilmington 155 : 5+85 . ]  
1 3046 . Tie dime around each leg . If  they turn black , you are hurt and can 

then get a root doctor . [ Charleston 642 : 7 . ] 
1304 7 . Jes ' wear it  roun ' yore laig . Bo ' a hole in it an ' tie it round 

yore leg fo ' luck . 
--

(The dime . ) [ Florence 2181 : 6 . ] 
13048 . Use a yarn string in the hole through the dime worn on your leg . 

[Richmond 374 : 9 . ] 
13049 . Whut ah heard wus dis . Yo ' could take a silver dime , if  it ' s  any

thing yo ' could walk ovah , an ' put it � yore laig - see , each laig - an ' as 
yo ' walk ovah , dat silver dime would ketch onto dat harms , see , dat ' s  down fo ' 
�· [No t ice tho se words down fo ' you . Theoret ically 100 people could walk 
over that dime and not be hurt. The intention is for a specific person or 
perhaps a family . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1071) , 1731 : 6 . ] 

13050 . Use an old dime on bo th legs to protect self against cunjure . [ Rich
mond 369 : 6 . ] 

13051 . Sew silver d ime and lodestone up in cloth and wear on your leg , "keep 
anybody from doin ' anything to you . "  [Mob ile 945 : 8 . ] 

13052 . If  you are wearing a dime on your ankle to protect yourself and it 
turns dark, you have been tPiaked . [ Deal Island 24 : 4 . ] 

1305 3 . A dime on right ankle protects or warns against aunjure . [Wilming
ton 263 : 7+85 . ]  

13054 . A d ime against aunjure should be worn on the left ankle . [ Snow Hill 
2 : 1 ; Wilmington 7 2 : 4 . ] 

13055 . A dime on your r ight ankle turning black means yo ' have walked over 
an obj ect to aunjure you . [Newport News 513 : 6 . ] 

13056 . To � a dime on your ankle against aunjuration , the dime must be 
new and of the current year . This will turn black if you are hurt.  [ Charles
ton 5 7 5 : 4 . ] 
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1305 7 . Dime is soaked in vinegar and t ied on ankle against cunjure. [Wil
mington 12 7 : 3 . ] 

13058 .  Make 3 holes in the dime you � on ankle or leg against cunjure . 
[Wilmington 162 : 5+85 . ]  

13059 . Four dimes : wear one on each wrist and each ankle to keep from being 
hurt.  [Vicksburg 1008 : 6 . ] ----

1306 0 .  Wear dime in shoe against ounjure . [ Baltimore 48 : 1 ;  Washington ,  D . C .  
822 : 1 ; in either shoe , [Wilmington 131 : 12+85 ; in both shoes , Wilmington 73 : 1+85 ; 
these beliefs are everywhere . ]  

13061 . Wear a dime and a p iece o f  parsley under the insole of  each shoe for 
protection or cure . [New Orleans 123 2 : 4 . ] 

13062 . I f  you are tricked , wear 2 s ilver dimes , one in each shoe with a 
pinch of pepper and salt . [Memphis 156 9 : 9 . ] 

13063 . Well , ah heard dat if she make him eat out of  de fryin ' pan an ' pot , 
he ' d  s tay home . He won ' t  be so happy tuh go off . 

SKILLET OR POT - MAKE MAN EAT OUT OF - TO KEEP HOME 
(How do you mean , eat out 
of the frying pan and pot?)  
Well , wherevah it ' s  cooked , 

yo ' know, let him eat out of  that an ' don ' t  put 
eat out of de pan - de fryin ' pan or skillet or 

it into a plate - j es '  let him 
anything lak a pot . [ Fayette-

ville , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 2531 : 4 . ] 
13064 . Well , dey kin put waZkin ' spe Z Zs on you with your shoes . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Dey take j es '  one o f  your shoes an ' 

your ole clothes or somep in you wear . 
go get dem a snail , an ' den get some of 
And take and cut it  up - take some s cis

SNAIL SLIME MIX WITH PIECE OF VICTIM ' S OLD CLOTHES 
CUT UP FINE - IN BOTTOM OF HIS SHOE - WALKING SPELL 

sors and cut it up f ine . 
Take dat snail and get 
some of dat snail slime 
off  of  dat snail . Put 

dat in de bottom of your shoe and you ' ll leave dere walkin ' . 
(What do they do with those clothes they cut up ? What do they do with that? )  
Dat clothes what dey cut up . Well , you see , dat ' s  j es '  somep in t o  help dat 

snail slime , make you leave dere . 
(Well , do they put that cut-up s tuff in that shoe or what ? )  
Yas suh , dey sprinkle it in dere , j es '  cut it up f ine . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  

(538) ' 1009 : 1 . ] 
13065 . Well , you could get a snail and put some salt on it • • •  

(Now , this woman ' s  husband has gone away and she 
are going to tell her how to get this man back . [ I  

SHAlL - SALT ON - IN NEW LINEN HANDKERCHIEF - WITH 
SOMETHING OF MAN ' S  - SHE LAYS IT IN SOUTH CORNER 
OF HOUSE AND HE WILL RETURN HOME IN 3 DAYS 

does when you put salt on him . And put it in a new 
(His - I see . ) 

comes to see you , and you 
have this woman marked down 

as a woman apeciaZist. ] 
All right . )  
Get a snail and put sa.e 
salt  on it . Let it - you 
know , you know how a saail 

linen handkerchief - his .  

Tie i t  up and put i t  in d e  corner - [ here i s  a corner rite ] in de south cor
.er of  the house and let it stay there for three days , and in three days tt.e 
lie will return . 

(I see . That ' s  to get a man back . ) 
That ' s  to get one back . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 709) , 978 : 3 . ] 
1306 6 .  Yo ' know dese snails whut crawl • • •  whut dey crawl slow. Anyhow dey 

takes dat an ' dey go to work yo ' know, dey f ix it · in sompin dat way it ' ll bust 
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SNAIL - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER 
BURY AT DOOR - YO 'LL LINGER 'LONG 

out chew know . Den dey go to work den , git 
some sulphur an ' gunpowder together , an ' dey 
take it an ' carry it an ' bury it right tuh 
yore door , right where yo ' gotta step ovah 

it , yo ' know. Dat ' ll fix yo ' up . Yo ' ll linger ' long [ along ] linger ' long . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1021) , 1653 : 1 . ] 

SNAIL BURIED IN PERSON ' S  PATH 
WALK OVER - PAINS AND SPELLS 

13067 . Dey say if yo ' put a snail in a person ' s  
p a th an ' yo ' put it ' bout dat far into de groun ' 
[ demons trates ] • • •  

(Three or four inches under the ground? )  
Yeah , j es '  ' bout .  An ' he walk ovah dat , dat will 

cause dem to have aches an ' pains of all kinds . Dat will put spells on dem ,  too . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (13 9 6 ) , 2514 : 1 . ] 

1 3068 . If you wanta kill a person , yo ' gits de snail an ' gits him out o f  his 
hull [ shell ] yo ' see . An '  yo ' kin take yo ' some whiskey an '  put dat snail in 

SNAIL - REMOVE FROM SHELL - PUT SNAIL IN WHISKEY 
SET 24 HOURS - GIVE DRINK TO ANYONE YOU WANT DEAD 

dere - in dat whiskey , lak 
yo '  would put it in a half 
pint of whiskey . Let dat 
snail set in dere twenty-fa ' 

hours in dat whiskey - ah mean , take dat snail outa dere an ' strain yore whis
key . An' anybody dat yo ' give it to , dat chew want ' em - if yo ' wanta kill any
one , say , "Come on have a dr ink wit me , "  an ' yo ' po ' it out an ' dey drink it . 
Dat settles it . [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 2438 : 3 . ] 

1306 9 .  " I have heard them say that you can take a snail and put it in whiskey 
and give it to someone to drink and the snail will be alive in them and run them 
crazy . "  [ From bellboy at hotel in Petersburg , Va . , where we stayed one night in 
1936 . This is my original hand transcription . He was informant No . 33 on Edi
phone 26 . ] 

13070 . Pick up snail slime from snail track , put in whiskey , in 9 days live 
snails in person . [Memphis 15 73 : 1 . ] 

13071 . Says yo ' take a snail shell an ' dust it  up an ' put it in a lettah , 
an ' dey says when it goes to anybody an ' dey git it an ' open it , say dat dust 
git in dere eyes  it will blind dem .  [Waycross 1751 : 3 . ] 

13072 . Snail slime rubbed � the hat band or hat bow will blind a person . 
[Mobile 903 : 3 . ] 

13073 . Take him [ a  snail ] w' ahre [where ]  he drags along , and then p ick up 
his skelp [ ? ]  [ slime ]  after he drags along , and put it into some food that this 
person eats . You know they leave a slime as they pass along . Take that and 
put it into some food or put it over greens , peas , or  anything like that , and 
the person will lose their mind . [ New Orleans 1144 : 4 . ] 

13074 . You catch a snail and you split him open alive and put him on that 
toe and tie it there . Now, when you take him o ff , that corn is coming off  with 
him. 
---( I  see , that cures the corn . )  [New Orleans 1351 : 2 . ] 

1307 5 . (What do they say about the snail? ) 
I t  take ' em seven yeahs tuh go �. a road . [ This is general folklore . ] 

[ Fayetteville 2516 : 16 . ] 
1 307 6 .  Ah ' ll tell yo ' anothah tale - ah mean a j oke whut ah heard • • •  [ Fo llow

ing the j oke came an experience about 10 years before this reading . ]  Mah broth
ah in 1928 , he wuz robbed . We wuz s tayin ' close  to each othah , j es '  lak dese 
houses is , only it wuz in de country . An '  ano thah man had a boy about de same 
s ize as mah bro thah . Well dey got in a fight an ' dis man hit mah bro thah . Well 
ah ketched him, see . Ah kept him off  mah bro thah . He tole me , say , "Ah ' ll git 
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chew if it be de last thing ah do . "  
All right , dat wuz done in 1928 . In 1931 

no mistake • • • •  He [ brother ] kep t worryin ' , by 
or it wuz 1932 , if ah don ' t  make 
an ' by , he kept worryin ' • Sompin 

SNAKES 5 IN A BOTTLE - ROOT DOCTOR HANDLES THIS CASE 
worried him every night . 
An '  so dis day when ah 
left - ah wuz goin '  tub 

mah house - an ' mah sis ter an ' dem dey kept worryin ' . Den dey pass prepared 
sompin in his room.  It  wu z  in de  country yo ' know. An ' he found a vial , whut 
we call a bo ttle - a little bottle j es '  about dat high [ demonstrates ] .  When dey 
found it , it wuz somp in - a little black sompin j es '  lak a snake . An '  we taken 
it in de house an ' throw it .on de hearth an ' dem litt le snakes run all ovah, 
roun ' an ' roun ' in de fluid [ flow or ] in de bottle . [A root doctor was called 
in and he ] po ' d  ' em  out , said dey gotta leave by derself . Dat ' s  whut he tole 
mah brothah . An '  he [ doctor ] come . 

Dere wuz f ive of  ' em layin ' down side in de bo ttle shet up . Dis fellah 
took it to de fire an ' burnt it [ empty bot tle ] up . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311) , 
2222 : 4 . ] 

1307 7 .  Jes ' lak if a fellah wanta git a j ob ,  ah hear ' em ,  dey take an ' kill 
a snake an ' let him dry , yo ' know . An ' take him yo ' know, j es '  lak he git into 

KILL AND DRY A SNAKE TO ASHES - PUT IN BOTTLE 
BLOW CIGARETTE SMOKE INTO BOTTLE - STOP UP - EVERY 
TIME YOU OPEN BOTTLE - LITTLE SNAKE [OF SMOKE? COMES 
OUT - WEAR IN POCKET UPSIDE DOWN AND ASK FOR A JOB 

ashes , yo '  know an ' put 
him inside of a bottle . 
An ' take - j es '  lak a 
cigaret smoke an ' blow 
it in dat bottle an ' 
stop it up . An ' dey 

says dat every time yo ' open dat bottle , a lit tle sompin will come up out dat 
bottle lak a snake , yo ' know . Say if yo ' tote dat in yore pocket an ' tote it 
in yore pocket bottom upwards , yo ' know , dat chew could git a j ob .  But ah ain ' t 
nevah tried it . Ah had a ole fellah tell me dat once but ah ain ' t nevah tried 
it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1072) , 1733 : 3 . ] 

13078 . Yo ' ask him fo ' a j ob an ' he says , "No , ah ain ' t go t a j ob fo ' yo ' . " 
Well , yo ' go out in de woods an ' f ind yo ' a rattlesnake an ' take off dose 

rattles , an '  take an ' cut one rattle an ' bust it open , an ' git de dust out from 

RATTLESNAKE RATTLE - OPEN ONE - PUT ITS POWDER IN 
SMALL BAG WITH GUNPOWDER - TIE ON WAIST - SEEK JOB 

one dose rattlesnake rat
tles [ or buttons ] yo ' know. 
An ' git some gunpowders an '  
puts ' im in a little sack, 

an '  tie it round yore wais t an ' go back to him.  He ' ll give you a j ob ,  put chew 
to work .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1043) , 16 92 : 9 . ]  

JOHOH ! BOTTLE LIVE BLACKSNAKE TAIL IN HEARTS COLOGNE 
130 7 9 .  Ah ' ve heard dis . 
Yo ' kin j es '  run a black
snake down or ketch hia 

' live an ' cut his tail off . An '  take it [ tip of tail and blood ] an ' put it in 
a bottle of  Hearts CoZogne an ' hit ' ll make yo ' as good a j omoh as yo ' want . 

(That ' s  for luck . ) [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1095) , 1 7 65 : 11 . ] 
13080 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' kin take a snake , ketch a snake an ' git about 

a • • •  If yo ' kin , j es '  take de teeny end off a snake tail - de sharp end .  Dat 

liNG SNAKE - KING OF ALL SNAKES - CUT TAIL END OFF 
LIVE ONE - BLOOD ON DICE - CARRY TAIL END AND DICE 

lil ' point end , de tail 
end . Yeah, clip it off . 
An ' den yo ' put dat on 
de dice yo ' carry in yo ' 

pocket . An '  yo ' carry dat lil ' tail-end of  dat king snake tail with dose dice . 
(You get this though from a king snake . )  
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From de king snake . Dat ' s  conkerin ' all othah snakes . Dat ' s  de king of all 
snakes . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1415) , 2545 : 17 . ] 

13081 . Use de snake shed when 
DISHDROPPERS SHOULD RUB HANDS WITH A SNAKE SHED yo ' a great han ' fo ' breakin ' 

up de dishes . [ I  had never 
before heard this piece of ordinary fo lklore nor have I since . ]  Take a snake 
shed an ' run yore han ' s  in it , why yo ' won ' break ' em up . 

(That keeps you from breaking dishes? )  
Yes . 
(Any kind of  a snake shed? ) 
Yessuh , any kind . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1508) , 2 6 76 : 20 . ] 
1308 2 .  Rat tlesnake buttons - his rattles - j es '  cut ' em right o f f  an ' wrap 

' em up . An ' put ' em in yore [breas t ]  pocket right up ' s ide yore h ' aht an ' carry 

RATTLESNAKE RATTLES WRAPPED AND WORN OVER HEART WILL 
RATTLE TO WARN YOU WHEN DANGER NEAR - BUT YOU MUST 
KEEP OUR HAND ALIVE BY FEEDING IT CAMPHOR OR WHISKEY 

dem with you . An ' if de 
sheriff or anybody dat is 
pursuing yo ' tuh do yo ' a 
vital inj ury , dem things 
would rattle j es '  lak a 

rattlesnake would rattle an ' notify yo ' dat he ' s  near . 
(That the danger is near? ) 
Yeah . 
Den dey use a drop of  camphor on dem to keep dem kinda saturate .  Some people 

keep dem ' live - keep life in ' em .  If  yo ' haven ' t  got camphor ,  use a little 
whiskey . All dat have a tendency to keep ' em live - quickening . Dat ' s  whut 
rattlesnake rattles is fo ' . A man have given me $ 15 fo ' one . I killed de 
rattlesnake an ' cut de buttons off . Ah didn ' t know dat wus what he want with 
' em .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 995 ) , 2198 : 2 . ] 

13083 . If  yo ' didn ' t like nobody an ' yo ' wanted to fix ' em some kind of way , 
says yo ' kin go out in de woods an ' kill a snake an ' let its hide dry . An ' dey 

KILL SNAKE - HIDE POWDER IN WATER - SNAKE IN DRINKER 
say if yo ' want dem to 
have snakes in ' em,  go 
dere an ' put it in dey 

water off dat hide . Dey ' ll have snakes in ' em .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1065 ) , 1723 : 16 .] 
13084 . Take dat hair [ from an enemy ] . An ' dey take dat hair an ' put it in 

a blacksnake tail . Ketch a l ive blacksnake an ' put it in his tail an ' turn dat 

OWNER OF A HAIR IN TAIL OF LIVE BLACKSNAKE FOLLOWS IT 
blacksnake loose , an ' 
j es '  as fur as dat black
snake goes , yo ' ll [ the 

enemy ] go too . 
only example of  

1 3085 . They 
or whip it like 

Yo ' ll [ enemy will ] follow dat blacksnake . [ This could be my 
this unusual rite . ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1022) , 165 3 : 3 . ] 
say they take a rat tlesnake and kill him .  And they ' ll burn it 
that and get that dust . [Long pause . ]  

(Yes ? ) 
RATTLESNAKE DUST ON COMB - REMOVES PERSON ' S  HAIR And they put that in your 

comb or in your brush and let 
you use it in your hair . And that ' ll take all your hair off . 

( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 145 3 : 6 . ] 
13086 . Yo ' ketch yo ' a snake an ' kill dis snake . Now, yo ' if [ you ] know it 

' tain ' t but one person go in ' handle dis axe , take dis snake an ' rub dis snake 

RUB FRESHLY KILLED SNAKE UNDER AXE OR HOE HANDLE 
AND PERSON USING IMPLEMENT WILL SWELL UP AND DIE 

undah dis axe handle or 
eithah a hoe - what [what
ever ] it is . Lak now, if ah 
wus mad wit chew an ' if ah 
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know nobody use dis but chew , ah would j es '  rub dis snake on dis axe handle good . 
Oat would make yo ' swell up an ' die . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 7 ) , 2516 : 9 . ] 

130 8 7 . Belts have roots in ' em fo ' luck . Or yo ' kin git a blacksnake-skin 
belt an ' dey say dey fix it in a way - grease it - grease it with • • •  an ' yo ' kin 

BLACKSNAKE SKIN BELT - GREASED WITH ROOTS - GIVES 
STRENGTH - ARISE AT DAYLIGHT - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

git up in de morning day
light an ' do anything yo ' 
wanta do . Can ' t no man 
hole [hold ] yo ' - slick 

[ you are too slippery ] . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 1 74 0 : 4 . ] 
130 8 8 .  I remember one day I was cut in the pasture . I missed the horses . 

And I had a favorite horse by the name o f  Snap and he could run . And I went in 

HERE ' S  A HORSE-RACER SNAKE - IT 'S A TERRIBLE SNAKE 
the pasture to get him out , 
and whilst being there , be
fore I could take the bars 

down to turn the horses out , I heard this horse coming . It  was coming so dog
zerously [ dangerously ] I got out of his way . He j umped over the fence . This 
snake had him by the leg by his [ the snake ' s ]  head . His tail was whipp ing the 
horse on his side and over his belly . And this snake was a snake by the name 
of horse raaer.  It ' s  a terrible snake . He would run any horse he would catch . 
It ' s  their bus iness , riding horses . He wraps his head around the horse ' s  back 
leg and uses his tail as a whip and slashes this horse up and down the side . 
[Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  No . 2 7 ,  by Ediphone . ]  

13089 . Yo ' take if yo ' got a guitar - if yo ' got a guitar , you take dat an ' 
it has de strings on it • • . •  Have yo ' strings on de guitar an ' yo ' kin take de 

RATTLESNAKE RATTLES IN GUITAR GIVE IT A BETTER TONE 
rattles , dat ' s  if dey dry , 
de rattles of  de rattle
snake and put ' em in dat 

guitar . An ' when yo ' play de rings an ' makes 
(1368) , 2426 : 1 . ] 

a f ine music . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

13090 . Well , now this was mah experience , ah ' m  telling yo ' experiments from 
.ahself . Once ah had a hat ah give $ 7  for it . I t  was blue an ' lavendah an ' it 

SSAKE EXPERIENCE : SOMEONE DRESSED INFORMANT ' S  NEW HAT 
i11EN SHE PUT IT ON - MAH HEAD WOULD BUST OPEN - HER 
SISTER-IN-LAW DROVE HER 15 MILES INTO COUNTRY TO SEE 
aiiTE ROOT DOCTOR - MAN - "HE SAYS • • •  OH GULLY [ GIRL Y ]  
IORE HAT IS DRESSED" - RATTLESNAKE SHED PARCHED AND 
SPRINKLED IN HER HAT - ALSO SALTPETER - TOO MUCH OF 
IBE LATER - THIS WHY SHE DID NOT GO BLIND - SALT
PETER FIGHTS CUNJURE - GAVE HER BOTTLE OF MEDICINE 
ro USE - HAD SARSAPARILLA OIL IN IT - TOOK HER OWN 
BRINE EVERY NIGHT IN PAN - BEFORE SUNRISE BATHED HER 
PACE IN - AND THREW TOWARDS RISING SUN - DID THIS 
9 MORNINGS AND ALSO BATHED FEET IN HOT WATER WITH 
SALTPETER - END OF 9 MORNINGS EVERYTHING GONE - WELL 

was awful beautiful . 
An ' ah didn ' t  know 
anybody [would do suh 
a thing ] . Ah nevah 
did believe in such as 
dis . Well , we wus 
goin '  tuh a circles 
[ circus ] an ' ah nevah 
wore dat hat only when 
ah wus goin ' out to a 
dance or some kind of  
date or social like 
dat or party . Well , 
yo ' kin [ take ] dat 
hat , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 

kin dress it . But yo ' d idn ' t axe me about de hat . Yo ' axed me ' bout de hair . 
An '  dat hat was even dressed from de binding of it up heah . When ah placed 

� hat on mah head , oh mah God , looked like mah head would bus t open . Ah 
� · t know nuthin but ah j es '  thought ah had j es '  a normal headache but , oh , 
11 seemed dat p ins was in it . 

Hah sistah-in-law , she had taken me about f ifteen miles in de country tuh a 
�te man [ roo t doctor ] an ' ah didn ' t axe him nuthin because really ah didn ' t  
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know nuthin tub axe 1 im .  
He says tub me , "Oh gully [ girly ] , yore hat is dressed . "  Says , "Wouldn ' t 

chew go home an ' burn dat hat up? " 
An '  ah said , "Whut would yo ' call dressed? " 
He said , "De idea is it ' s  dressed around dat band , "  said , " it ' s got ' er • • . " 
I t  was rattlesnake • • • •  I t  was a rattlesnake had shed it [ it ' s  hide ] yo ' see . 

Dey got de shed o f  dat rattlesnake an ' dey parched it up yo ' know . Dey j es '  
beat it up an ' dey sprinkled dat � rattlesnake shed all ' round . An ' den dey put 
somepin else in dere , an ' dat took effects on mah eyes , an ' dat give me a real 
headache . 

(Do you know what else they put in there with that rattlesnake dust? ) 
Well , dey tell me dey put rattlesnake dust an ' dry saltpetah , somep in like 

dat . An ' dey said why dat it didn ' t make me go blind , yo ' know , because dey 
put too much saltpetah in it chew see . Yo ' know , saltpetah supposed tuh kill 
off any kind of germs like dat , yo ' see . 

(What did this man do to cure that? ) 
Well , ah tell yo ' whut he did . Ah don ' t know whut it was , but he give me a 

little small bot tle of medicine tuh rub mah head with . Seemed l ike it had sompin 
like sasparilla o il in it , chew know, an ' he had me tub take mah urinate an ' fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s . 

Ah take dat urinate every night an ' ah put it in a pan , a bakin ' pan by it
self yo ' know , an ' fo ' 9 mawnin ' s  befo ' de sun rise ah bathes mah face with dat 
an ' throw it out towards de sunrise ,  an ' fo ' 9 nights ah bathes mah feets in real 
ho t watah an ' saltpetah , an ' den he gives me a medicine • • .  ah couldn ' t  tell yo ' 
tuhday what it was , but in de 9 mornings , why , ah d idn ' t have dose ole bad feel
in ' - dose blind spells an ' headaches . All of it was gone away . 

(What did you do with this medic ine he gave you?)  
Ah ' no inted mah head with it . 
(And did you burn the hat too ? )  
Ah burned mah hat away . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 016) ,  164 3 : 2 . ] 
13091 . (Yes , how the quarrel started . )  
De first thing , he had a mule named Julia . When ah wuz a boy dey used to 

have gin house whut dey pull mill round tub gin co tton . See . Dey didn ' t have 
dese steam gins den . Out 

BLIND INFORMANT TELLS HOW HE WAS BLINDED IN 1904 in de country dey had eight 
mules to it [ etc . ] ,  have de 

first  mule heah , one on dat end , one ovah heah and one ovah dere , and den dey 
have two mules heah and two mules ovah dere an ' ah used to d irve de mules .  So 
his mule would bite cha an ' so ah wouldn ' t  carry his mule , so he whupped me be
cause ah wouldn ' t  carry it fo ' him . Him an ' I - his boy an ' I go t in a fight -
so ah whupped him. An ' so he whupped me again . 

(The father? ) 
Yassuh , de father - ole man Spencer whupped me . So we boys met him [ son ] one 

night an ' - ah d idn ' t hit him but ah mean de other boys [ did ] . An ' so ah lef t 
mah cap at his house . An ' mah uncle Winston tole me he ' d  taken dis [ cap ] de shed 
of a rattlesnake and rubbed de band of mah hat [ cap ] . An ' when ah sweated • • .  an ' 
when ah put it on mah haid , my eyes went an ' ah ain ' t  saw no mo ' s ince . 

(When d id this happen? ) 
1904 . 
(And this happened up in Perry county? ) 
Dat ' s Perry County , Alabama , Scott S tation . 
(Got it dry and took this dus t and put it in your hatband and made you blind?) 
Yes . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 701) , 959 : 2 . ] 
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13092 . I have heard they take the toenail , or either the fingernail , but the 
only thing I have heard , they have took the f ingernail . People have took their 

f ingernails , you under
INFORMANT ' S  S ISTER WAS BLINDED BY RATTLESNAKE DUST stand , and done used that 

by parching it , ' cause I 
have a sis ter , she got that on her face now. Well , this g irl , she had took her 
f ingernail . Well ,  her fingernail was long , and she got rat tlesnake dust and 
she had it up under her fingernail and she was talking to my sister .  And she 
j us t  done thataway [ demonstrates ] and my s is ter is blind today for hit . 

( She j ust flicked it into her eye . ) 
She j ust  slipped it right into her eye and she is blind and the doctor 

couldn ' t do her no good . She ' s  blind today and all in her she ' s dark and all 
in her [ eyes ? ] look like heavy lip s tick - all where that dus t  hit her in her 
face . [New Orleans , La . , ( 841) , 1272 : 4 . ] 

13093 . Well , they can take your clothes and they can take your hat . In oth
er words they can take your hat and they can put rattlesnake dust - you can buy 

it in this town - see , rat
RATTLESNAKE DUST TO BLIND WAS SOLD IN NEW ORLEANS tlesnake dus t , and they can 

put it in your hat . And 
when you sweat in your hat , it makes you blind . 

( I see , I see . )  [ I  heard little about selling snake dust to blind . ]  [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 782) , 1083 : 2 . ] 

13094 . Well , dey tell me if yo ' wanta harm a person dat way , dat chew kin 
kill a rattlesnake an ' let him dry till yo ' kin pound his bones up an ' make a 

dust  out of  his bones - skin 
WIND AND HANDKERCHIEF BLIND WITH RATTLESNAKE DUST an ' all .  An '  put some of de 

dust  in a han ' kerchief . 
Meet dis p erson an ' turn yore back to  de wind an ' dey face to de wind . Take de 
han ' kerchief out an ' shake it j es ' lak if yo ' were goin '  tub wipe so iled han ' s , 
an '  let dat dus t go in dere face . Dey wiZZ nevah see no mo ' .  

(That will make them bl ind . ) [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1307 ) , 2211 : 9 . ] 
13095 . Kin put different things in it to cause yo ' feet tuh swell , such as 

rattlesnake ' s  - take de haid o f  a rattlesnake an ' go out dere an ' dry it in a 

RATTLESNAKE HEAD DRIED AND POWDERED 
IR SHOES FEET SWELL - IN DRINK KILLS 

sack yo ' know an ' take dat dus t - dat aw
ful poison yo ' know - j es '  a l it tle bit 
of  dat . Dat ' s  de same way as dey do tub 
kill yo ' - right thPough dis country . 

Dey ' ll take dat rattlesnake haid an ' dry it yo ' know an ' git a dust an ' lak yo ' 
wanted a drink , dey ' d  be standin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' happen tuh po ' de likker out , 
dey drop de leas t bit of  dat in dere , yo ' know . Dat ' s  rank po ison . Yo ' drink 
dat whiskey an ' it kill yo ' an ' it hardly kin be detected . Or dey put dat in 
yore shoes an ' cause yore feet tub swell . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  ( 1240) , 2109 : 17 . ]  

13096 . They take that bow outa your hat and burn it up in ashes , burn it in 
a plate and get the ashes , and then take some snake ' s  head , any kind of snake' s 

SIAKEHEAD-POWDER WITH HAT-BOW POWDER - BLIND YOU 
head , and j us t  powder it up 
together ,  and put that in 
your hatband , and when you 

..eat , why that j us t  run down , you know, in your forehead , and it finally get 
iD your eyes and you go blind . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 738) , 1009 : 3 . ] 

ai!TLESNAKE-HEAD POWDER - SEND IN LETTER - BLINDS 
1309 7 . Jes ' lak dere lotsa 
stuff we got down heah [ in 
this part of the country ] 

� now. Yo ' call dese rattlesnakes , ah guess  yo ' know whut dey are .  Jes ' 
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take de head o f  dem an ' powdah it up , an ' even ah could send it tuh yo ' in a 
le�tah , an '  time yo ' open de lettah , soon as it hit yore eyeballs , yo ' lo se 
yore sigh� . Dat ' s  whut dey do tuh blind people - rat tlesnake dust . Yo ' nevah 
will receive yore sight any mo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1210) , 2046 : 8 . ] 

13098 . They could it it 
BURNT SNAKEHIDE ON COMB - FIRST BALD - THEN BLIND with that hair . They can 

take that hair and mingle 
it in your comb , and dress that hair under a burnt snakehide , and put that in 
[on ] your head and you ' ll go bald , and when that perspiration dries in your 
eyes , you ' ll go blind . 

(You take "burnt snakehide? " )  
Burnt snakehide . 
(You dress that with the comb? ) [DPess comb with that ! ]  
Over with the comb . See? And wrap that hair - soak that hair in water and 

something . Put it in that burnt-snakehide dus t ,  and put it - wrap it in a -
like if a person ' s  us ing the comb , they don ' t pull all the hairs left out of  the 
comb , and it ' ll take it to your head . And gradually that stuff will po ison the 
roots of your hair and run you bald . 

( I see . ) 
And if it drips in yore eyes • • •  [New Orleans , La . , ( 828) , 1215 : 1 . ] 
1309 9 .  Oh , dey ' d  run yo ' crazy in a way wit it , wit d e  dust from a rat tle

snake ' s  rat tles . Take de dust out of a rattlesnake ' s  rattle an ' put dat in dat 
bow or either sprinkle it inside of 

RATTLESNAKE-RATTLE DUST IN HAT TO BLIND dey hat , an ' if dey sweat from it , 
why it will run ' em blind . Ah know 

two-three blindin ' s heah today dat result of dat thing . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1240) ,  
2109 : 16 . ] 

13100 . Dat band aroun ' his hat , use rattlesnake dus t . Yo ' know a rattle
snake contains so many rattles tuh tell how many yeahs he is old . An '  yo ' take 
de dust outa dose ratt les an ' sprinkle it round de band of  his hat an ' he ' ll go 
blind . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) , 1521 : 9 . ] 

13101 . Well , yo ' kin take dat bow an ' yo ' kin put - if yo ' kin git hol t  of  
some rattlesnake dust out  of  a rat tlesnake ' s  rat tle an ' put it in dat  hat , it 
will run de man blind . 

(Well , j ust how would it run him blind? How would it do that ? )  
Well , j es '  a • . • yo ' wearin ' dat hat , while yo ' wearin ' dat hat yo ' sweat , dat 

scum git in his [you ] eye an ' hit ' ll blind him [ you ] . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 
1 7 3 6 : 11 . ] 

SNAKESHED DUST IN HAT BLINDS 13102 . Well , yo ' see a snake . Well yo ' git de 
shed of a snake , when he shed it , an ' j es '  pound 

dat shed up . Beat it up f ine an ' take an ' sprinkle it in yore [ victim ' s ]  hat , 
in de rim o f  y re [ his ] hat .  

( Sprinkle it under the hatband - under the sweatband? )  
Yes , right round in dere . Put i t  where he kin git i t  an ' i t  will run him 

j es ' as blind as • • •  [a bat or something else ] . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 024) , 
1657 : 5 . ] 

13103 . Take a rattlesnake she Z Z  [ shed ] . Take dat dust and f ix some in de 
linin' of his hat , right down in dere . Dat will make him go blind when he per
spire .  Dat she Z Z  [ dus t ] will go right in his eyes and den he won ' t  be able to 
see nobody else but yo ! He ' ll be blind . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 618) , 7 92 : 11 . ] 

13104 . Yo ' wanta run him an ' make him blind , why yo ' go out in any woods 
mos� anywhere an' f ind yo ' a snake sheZZ  [ shed ] . Yo ' know j es '  lak dey say he 
tn'CllJZ. outa his "she U . "  An ' slip it into his hatband . He lose his eyesight . 
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De dust from dat snake she l l  will take his eyesight . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 3 7 )  
2 7 78 : 4 . ] 

1 3105 . Dey put dus t in your hat so you ' ll go blind . Accordin ' you ' ll lose 
your hair . 

(What would they do ? How would they use the dus t that way? Have you any 
idea? ) 

Well , they ' ll go ahead and , you know , dere ' s  somepin dey calls dragon ' s  blood 
dat you get from de drug s tore . You kin get dat ole dragon ' s  blood from de drug 

store . You kin get dat ole dra
SNAKESHED AND DRAGON ' S  BLOOD IN HAT TO BLIND gon ' s  blood from de drug store 

and you sprinkle it on de inside 
of your hat , an ' a little small p iece of dis ole snake ' s  shed . Or place it in 
de b inding of  your cap or hat ,  somep in like dat . And when you begin to sweat 
den de effect will take on you , somet imes you ' ll go blind from it an ' you taken 
wit de headache . 

( I t  runs down into your eyes ? )  
Dat ' s  de idea and cause you to go blind and 

[Norfolk , Va . ,  (Doctor Paul Bowes ) , 463 : 5 . ] 
13106 . Just like I wanted to do you harm . 

some graveyard dust and - j ust like you are in 

you are taken wit de headache . 

I can get some snake dust  and get 
the hab it of , when you are cooking 

SNAKE DUST AND GRAVEYARD DUST - BLINDING COMBINATION 
anywhere you feel . L ike 
in the country we cook on 
a fireplace - like you put 

your hand up there . And perhap s you may find a brick that is loose  where I can 
stick that dus t before anybody can catch me . When you have your back turned -
and you may rub your eyes or something like that , like you rub your face some
times . They can hide that dust  in that chimney and if you should get wet on your 
hands ,  it will cause your hands to swell up , and if you get it in your eyes , it 
will cause you to go blind . [This rite given by a professional doctor. ] [New 
Orleans , (855) , 1351 : 4 . ] 

13107 . Dere is such things as dat . Dere ' s  
get it in - you get graveyard dirt and you get 

a little graveyard dirt . You kin 
de dust f rom a rat tlesnake ' s  rat

tle and make you a powder of  
it .  And den he ' d  come along 
and ' tempt to p lay with you . 

RATTLESNAKE-RATTLE DUST AND GRAVEYARD DIRT IN HAT 

Take your hat off , "Oh , dat ' s  a nice hat . "  Take your hat like dat and probably 
look at it . Put dat dust  in dere and you put your hat on . I t  may be warm or it 
may drift down your face if you perspire , or anything , run down and blind you. 
You never will see again . 

(You have this rattlesnake dust and the graveyard dust mixed . )  [ Norfolk, Va. ,  
(491) , 5 26 : 6 . ] 

13108 . An ' den yo ' kin take it again . Yo ' kin take dis graveyard dirt an' 
yo ' kin git rattlesnake dust  an ' mix it together , an ' it will run anybody � 
blind . 

(Just how would they do that ? )  
Jes ' take de rattlesnake dus t an ' de graveyard dirt an ' mix i t  tuhgetbah. 

Mix it up tuhgethah an ' git anybody hat an ' sp rinkle it in de hat dat dey sotta 
dem stone blind . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 07a) , 2 04 2 : 3 . ] 

13109 . They take the little bow out o f  the hat and after they take tbe bov 
out of the hat , they carry it to a hoodoo . And he will take snake dust - just 

CARRY IT TO A HOODOO • • •  HE WILL TAKE SNAKE DUST 
WORDS OF GOOD ADVICE - SPEAKER A HOODOO DOCTOR 

like you take dust out of a 
rattlesnake ' s  tail ,  they have 
dust in their tail - and you 
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[ the hoodoo ] put some of  that dust on it . And they can bring it back and give 
to you and that cause you to go blind . They put the bow back in your hat , don ' t  
you see , and you put that hat on and it cause you to lose your eyesight . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 1 347 : 9 . ] 

1 3110 . Dry a rattlesnake head , powder it , sprinkle the dust in the 4 corners 
of a house , and it will cause confusion between man and wife . [ Charles ton 623 : 
10 . ] 

1 3111 . If a person � a snake shed in the seams of a person ' s clothes , 1 1he 
stay chilly all de time j es '  like dat snake . [Mobile 959 : 6 . ] 

13112 . Dust from rattlesnake rattle and graveyard dirt in your shoes make 
feet swell . [Norfolk 5 26 : 7 . ]  

13113 . I f  someone sprinkles snake dust in your shoes , in 9 days your feet 
will swell and you can ' t walk . [Norfolk 515 : 3 . ] 

13114 . A snake bite can be cured by applying an egg skin . [ Richmond 2 97 : 6 . ] 
13115 . Yo ' kin take a snake shell [ shed ] an ' put it in sweet milk or somp in 

an ' give it to a person an ' it ' ll come a livin ' snakeshell in ' em .  [ Fayette
ville , 2571 : 9 . ] 

13116 . Kill a snake , he has one s traight bone in him under his ribs , let dry , 
powder ; give to anyone in water he comes alive in 18 days , in whiskey in 7 days . 
[Memphis , ( 967 , p rofessional excellent) , 1565 : 1 . ] 

1311 7 . Dey say yo ' kin take a snake an ' cut his haid off , an ' put him in de 
� an ' let it dry an ' parch it , an ' put it into sompin tuh drink , an ' dey said 
dat will create snakes in ' em .  [ Sumter 2417 : 4 . ] 

1311 8 .  Dey says dat yo ' kin take dat blood from snake an ' put i t  in whiskey 
an ' cause l ive things , yo ' know, tuh be inside of  anyone . [ Fayet teville 2535 : 
15 . ]  

13119 .  You may wear a blackstone-skin belt as a protect ion against cunjure . 
[ Richmond 285 : 1 . ] 

13120 . Take a blacksnake and skin him and take this skin and wear it as a 
belt , and they won ' t  bother you a�ch . [Who are they? Usually the belt gives 
added strength meaning bul lies won ' t annoy you .  But it could mean other snakes . ]  
[Richmond 382 : 2 . ] 

13121 . Beat up a dried rattlesnake head to a dus t and scatter this in a dus ty 
� your enemy walks . This dust will blow up into his eyes or get into some way 
and blind him . [Wilmington 225 : 1+85 . ]  

1 3122 . The dust from a snake shed or liquid dust sent to a person in a let
ter will blind him. [Richmond 300 : 7 . ] 
---1312 3 . Dust from a rattlesnake shed [ the outer skin cast off  by ecdysys ] 
� to a person in a letter will get into his eyes and blind him . [Wilmington 
103 : 6+85 . ]  

13124 . On receiving a letter , burn the handwriting and put in envelope , add 
ratt lesnake powder , and mail back to person . Opening this letter will blind the 
person. [ Charles ton 556 : 4 . ] 

13125 . The hatband is the usual place for blinding a person . Use snakehead 
powder . [Mobile 9 73 : 6 . ] 

13126 . Blind a person by put ting snake powder in his or her hat . [Elizabeth 
C ity 511 : 3 . ] 

1312 7 .  Pound up a snake shed , especially that of a rattlesnake , and put this 
in a person ' s  hat to blind him . [Wilmington 102 : 6+85 . ]  

13128 . Snake hide , make powder , put in hat to blind . [Memphis 1557 : 11 . ] 
13129 . If you mix rat tlesnake-shed powder with graveyard dirt and put it in 

person ' s hat ,  he o r  she will never get over headaches unless hat is undressed. 
[The latter word heard only several times . ] {Mobile 875 : 8 . ] 
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13130 . You take water , if you go ing to take a bath in water . You wanta hurt 
me or anything o f  that sort . Well , I ' m going to take my bath and probably j ust  

KANKEENA - WHITE POWDER - YOU GET VERY LITTLE FOR A 
NICKEL , [ IN 1938 ] - AT HOODOO DRUG STORE - THEY PUT 
IT IN YOUR BATHTUB - CAUSES ITCHING - SORES BREAK 
OUT - A M . D .  USELESS - TO CURE THIS DISORDER 
RUB WITH SNAKE OIL AND STEEL DUST - 3 TIMES A DAY 
REPEATING VERSES FROM PSALM 23 - FOR 18 OR 20 DAYS 

before I take my bath , if 
you after hurtin ' me [ that 
word after preceding hurt
ing was added by Irish 
transcriber ] ,  you would 
take , say for instance , 
this is my bathroom. I ' m 
f ixin ' to go in there to 

take my bath . Well , I liable to draw my water f irst . See , and I got my water 
took , I ' m liable to walk out . And if I don ' t do that , you take and you - before 
I go in the bathroom to draw my water , you get you some o f  the stuff you call 
kankeena. 

(What do you call that? )  
Kankeena . 
(Kankeena? )  
Kankeena. 
(Where do you get that? )  
It ' s a powder you can get it at mos t  any drug store . 
(I  see . )  
Get kankeena , it ' s  a white powder . You get very little for a niake l ,  j ust a 

very small quantity for a nickeL You gets that . Now , when you get that pow
der , you sprinkle it around that tub , all around on the edges , not to the bot
tom, but be sure it gets j ust  around the tub , like that . 

(On the outs ide or inside of the tub? ) 
On the inside of  the tub . It ' s  got to get into the water , see . Now, that 

stuff there is to take - when I bathe in the tub , this powder going to get on 
me. Now, when I get this powder on me , it liable to s tartin ' and itchin ' an ' 
everythin ' . After I done bathin ' it s tart in itchin ' . It won ' t  be the soap , 
it won ' t  be the water . I won ' t  know what it ' s  all about . See . It ' ll s tart 
•e to itchin ' , probably , I ' m liable to s tart to breakin ' [ out ] in a few days 
break all kind of  sores out on me [ quite a separation between break and out ! ] .  
See . Well , then I liable have to go to a doctor [M . D . ] to find out what it is . 
He think it ' s  my blood ' s  bad . He try to use different medicine . He wanta give 
� shots of somepin . Probably he can ' t do me no good with the shots and all 
that they gives you . Well , then , if he couldn ' t  do me no good , he done give 
� [ I turn o f f  machine to bring informant to point ] . 

(This doctor [M. D . ] couldn ' t do you any good and you go to the Cracker Jack 
Drug S tore and get the same things you said , you mentioned . )  

I ' m going to get - I ' m goin '  to get more than the one thing , I ' m goin ' to 
get some of this stee l dust.  

( I  see . )  
I ' m  go in ' to go to the Cracker Jack - I ' m usin ' stee l dust again . I ' m going 

to use the stee l dust .  I ' m going t o  get me what you call the snake oi l - they 
sells that . I ' m go ing to get that snake oil . I ' m goin ' to get stee l dust .  
Kow, when I get the snake o il and the stee l dust , I ' m goin '  to put those two 
�gether . See . I 'm go ing to use that to rub with . I rub myself with that at 
least three times a day . Now, in rubbin ' with that stuff , I says the 35th 
[23rd ] Psalms of David . See , that ' s  a prayer . You say it , that ' s  the 35th 
[23rd ] Psalm of David . I says that ! "The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not 
want . " See , as I ' m  rubbing : "The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want . "  
ADd I j us t  keep arubbin ' . See . Well , now I may have to do that , maybe nine or 
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ten days . I may have to do it for a couple o f  weeks . Eighteen or twenty days 
at the most , anyway . S ee .  Well , then I do that and as I do that every day for 
three t imes a day , I says the 3 5 th [ 2 3rd ] Psalm of David and for about twenty 
days and then I ' m over with that . See . [New Orleans , La . , (832) , 124 0 : 5 . ] 

13131 . This is done for spite , to get even , etc . Chew snakeroot and sp it 
� but not at person . If  the wind is in the proper direct ion , the smallest  
particle , even unfelt , touching victim ' s face will soon cause bumps on it . 
[ Richmond 296 : 5 . ] 

13132 . So no one can come in your house and take them {wh ile you are ab
sent ] . Well , you put some snakeroot around . That ' s  what she always told me , 
to scatter with snakeroot dus t .  They will never bother me . You buy that , yes . 
[New Orleans 1148 : 3 . ] 

13133 . Ah heard dat they have , that they sell hands . They go out and the�· 
git - they go out and they git - j es t  like a man - ah don ' t know if you have 

SNIPE - THE BIRD - THE WISHBONE [V-SHAPED ] OR THE 
FURCULUM FROM - CUT OFF SNIPE NECK - PICK BIRD LIKE 
A CROW [ I  CAN OFFER NO HELP HERE ] - TAKE - OUT BONE 
LIKE V-FORK - LIKE A CHICKEN WISHBONE - LET SET 
AWHILE - PUT SULPHUR ON - LATER RED PEPPER - FINALLY 
GUNPOWDER - RUB THE 3 INTO BONE - SAW BONE IN HALF 
SEW PIECE INTO A BAG - WEAR BETWEEN LEGS - LAW AWAY 

seen dem aroun ' dis part 
of  de country , but dey go 
out and dey git a root 
dey calls snipe root . 
Dey git dis snipe root . 
( Snipe root? ) 
Snipe root . A snipe is 
a long thing like a crane 
[bird ] . Well , you take 

this snip e ,  de snipe w' at flies . Take dis snipe and cut de snipe neck off and 
dey p ick it - j es ' like , most  like a crow or somepin l ike that . And dey pick 
dis snipe and dey cut dat bone out of it . De bone is somepin like a fork , j es '  
l ike a chicken bone . Den dey take dat bone and dey let dat bone set for awhile , 
and after settin '  for awhil e , dey take some sulphur . Take dat sulphur and place 
it on top of dat bone . After taking dat sulphur , take a little bit of red pep
pah and put on dat sulphur , a little gunpowdah and put on sulphur . Rub dat bone 
in dere . Then they will take a saw or somp in an ' cut half that bone off . Then 
take that sulphur an ' red peppah and combine it together and sew a little sack 
around it . Wear it . Don ' t wear it around de neck, let it drop between yore 
laigs . That supposed to keep de law away from de home . [Not every b ird has a 
chicken wishbone ; better check about snipe . ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 651 : 2 . ] 

13134 . I ' ve heard that choo could use snuff like this . You know, j is '  like 
a man be wit choo with a wha ' shah call ' em? Merry WidOw or cundPum { condom] or 

SNUFF AND SUGAR - A PINCH OF MIXED - IN BOTTOM OF 
CONDOM TO BE WORN BY CUSTOMER - FOR GOOD BUSINESS 

somepin like that . Well , 
take a little bit o f  snuff 
an ' a little sugar - j is '  a 
little p inch of snuff an ' a 

little bit of sugar an ' put it t ogether .  An '  put it in that , choo know down in 
the bot tom [ o f  the condom ] an ' roll it [ condom] down ordinary j is '  like it was . 
An ' j is ' let a man use that choo know ever ' time he - you know they don ' t  use 
that only when they be ' s  wit chah [ informant a woman] , but you have ' em ready 
to let them have ' em when they come to you . An ' they be comin ' to yo ' all de 
time spending money . [ I  never asked for this sort of thing , but took it down 
as a part of hoodoo life . ] [ Until I looked up this word recently I d id not know 
that it had been named after it ' s  invento r ,  an 18th century English physician , 
Dr . Condom ! ] [Memphis ,  T enn . ,  ( 962 , an excellent and reliable informant) , 
1554 : 9 . ] 

13135 . When dey git your socks - gits a man ' s  sock, chew mean? Why he can ' t  
fool wit no o thah woman . 
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SOCK AND STOCKING RITES WILL NOW BE GIVEN TOGETHER 
HERE IS ANOTHER VERS ION OF N0 . 3543 , P . 2438 , V . 3 .  
SHE TIES STRING ABOUT HIS SOCKS - ONE FOOT ON OTHER 
9 KNOTS IN STRING - UNTIE - HE IMPOTENT FOR OTHERS 

(How do they fix those 
socks up ? )  
All you got ta do is take 
dem socks an ' t ie nine 
knot in ' em .  See , j es '  
tie de foo t an ' take a 

string , a cord , an ' make nine knots to dat sock , an ' when yo ' done t ied de nine 
knots , den yo ' take all de cord off an ' shake dat s tuff up , an ' put it back 
where he kin git it to seah . See? An '  he can ' t  do anything . [ Charleston , S . 
Car . , (530) , 641 : 5 . ] 

1313 6 .  Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  sock , an ' yo ' 
it an ' burn it . Yo ' burn it in [ into ] de ashes 

take de left sock , an ' yo ' take 
an ' make a powdah outa dat , an ' 

WOMAN ' S  LEFT SOCK - MAN BURNS - SEWS UP ASHES IN BAG 
WEARS ON HIM - MAKES HER DO ANYTHING HE WANTS DONE 
MIND HIM IN ANY WAY - SHE CAIN 'T HAVE NO MAN WIT DAT 
FOR SAME PURPOSE HE CAN DUST POWDER ON HER AT NIGHT 

yo ' take it in a bag an ' 
sew dat bag up . An ' yo ' 
kin take dat powdah 
[ bag ] an ' put it on yo ' .  
Now, dat ' s  go in ' make 
her do anything yo ' want 

her [ to do ] - mind yo ' in any way . An ' yo ' kin f ix it so she cain ' t  have no man 
wit dat , de same powdah . Den yo ' kin , j es '  lak yo ' git in bed at night , yo ' 
take dat little powdah an ' dust it on her , an ' she cain ' t have - any othah man 
git up on her , he ' ll fall . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 72) , 2896 : 5 . ] 

1313 7 . If  you got a husband that runs around , [ o r ]  if a man got a woman that 
runs around , he can take her dirty stockings and wash the toe and the heel - not 

IF WOMAN RUNS AROUND - MAN TAKE HER DIRTY STOCKINGS 
WASHES TOES AND HEELS ONLY - STOPS UP WATER IN BOTTLE 
BURIES UNDER DOOR - SHE WILL STAY HOME ALL THE TIME 

the whole stocking , wash 
the toe and wash the 
heel . In about , well , 
I ' d  say about two ounces 
of water - that ' s  suf f i

cient , two ounces of water . And take that water 
stop it up , and bury it underneath the s teps and 
the time . [New Orleans , La . , {855) , 1348 : 2 . ] 

and pour it in a bottle and 
that party will stay home all 

1313 8 .  Well , dere ' s  a boy an ' a girl dat ' s  goin ' tuhgethah . See . Dey go t 
in good love . Yo ' know , she got tuh lovin ' him an ' he got tuh lovin ' her . Dey 

SOILED SOCK BOILED - WATER INTO JAR - ADD 
LUCKY POWDER - 9 DROPS HEARTS COLOGNE 
STOP UP 9 MORNINGS - WOMEN TO CONTROL MAN 

got big ages [ they were grown up ] 
yo ' see . "Oh , ah got him so ah want 
him [ to ]  stay wit me , " an '  "ah don ' t  
want him [ to go nowhere . "  [ Notice 
incomplete inf init ives . ]  Well , he 

come tuh stayin ' dere at  night , see j es '  lak man an ' wife . Jes ' stay an ' stay 
an '  s tay .  

Well , somebody else got betwixt dat , "Ah want [ to ]  tear dat up , ah don ' lak 
dat . He ain ' t ma ' ed tuh her . He ain ' t  a muah right man . He ain ' t  much good . 
Ah ' m  go in ' tear dat up . "  Undahstand . Well , so dey got mad an ' so decided dey 
want tear hit up . So dey throws bad Zuak in dey way . 

So she says , Cora says , "Well , yo ' know , he wuz so good tuh me an ' all at 
once he ' s  got bad . Ah don ' know whut in de worl ' mattah wit him . " Say ,  "Ah 
cain ' t undahs tand it . "  

"Well , maybe somebody else is got a bettah haid den yo ' are an ' to ' [ tore ] 
it up . "  

"Well ,  ah ' ll f ind out . "  Says , "Ah knows a thing or  two mahself . Ah ' ll take 
ca '  of dat . Ah ' ll take ca ' of dat . "  

Okay , all r ight . 
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She goes an ' she takes his sock - de sock he weahs - de dirty sock he been 
weahin ' . She takes dat sock an ' washes it , washes dat sock , yo ' know , in j es '  
a leetle bit o f  watah , yo ' know . Well , yo ' might say , in a boil [water j ust  
coming to a boil ] . Yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' boil it , yo ' know , an ' git  dat 
dirt off whut he ' s  been weahin ' . An ' take dat watah an ' j ah it up [ put it in 
a j ar ]  an ' yo ' put - ah dunno whut chew call dat kin ' a  powdah , it wuz a lucky 
powdah , she [ hoodoo woman ] put in dere an ' 9 drops of  Hearts Cologne . Yo ' put 
dat tuhgethah . Yo ' know, yo ' boi l  dat lil ' watah down right low, yo ' know 
till it be j es '  a lil ' bit . Den yo ' put nine drops of Heart Cologne in dat . 
Den yo ' put it in a lil ' bot tle an ' yo ' stop it up . An ' fo ' 9 mawnin ' s  yo ' take 
dat an ' yo ' daubs yo ' self wit dat fo ' 9 mawnin ' s .  Yo ' all right . Yo ' won ' t  
have no mo ' trouble . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 2521 : 3 . ] 

13139 . Yo ' kin put a man tuh walkin ' wit his socks , if yo ' kin git dem when 
dere [ dey + are ] dirty . Take a man ' s  stockin ' when it ' s  dirty an ' wash it out , 

WASH OUT MAN ' S  SOILED SOCKS - BOTTLE WATER - BURY 
WHERE HE MUST CROSS OVER IT - HE HOT-FOOTED DEN 

an ' put dat watah in a bot
tle . An ' take it an ' bury 
it where he has tuh travel 
ovah , an ' he ' ll s tart tuh 

walkin ' . His feet git hot ,  he hot-footed den . 
(You bury it out in the road somewhere? ) 

He cain ' t stay nowhere . 

Bury it somewhere whah he transfah at - goes on . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 0) , 
2 7 32 : 6 . ] 

13140 . Well yo ' take de socks tuh bring a man back 
a odd square , a odd square on yore f lo ' . A old square 

home . Now , lak yo ' got 
on yore flo ' , see , lak 
dis square heah [ square 
of linoleum in floor of  
my inteviewing room at  
the Patterson Hotel for 
Blacks where I inter
viewed in New Orleans ] .  

MAN ' S  SOILED SOCKS WASH - BOTTLE THE WATER - KEEP TO 
CONTROL HIM - AT DOOR POINT TOES OF HIS SOCKS INTO 
ROOM - HIDE THEM UNDER LINOLEUM OR CARPET AND SOON 
HE WILL COME A-HELLIN ' IF HE DOES NOT WANT TO RETURN 

All right . Well , yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' put both toes together an ' bring 
dat sock in - de feet , lak ah walk in heah . Yo ' see , de front of mah feet is 
comin ' in . Well , yo ' bring dat in an ' put dat , an ' put dat at de end , an ' yo '  
tack dat undah dere [ l inoleum] undah de carpet . Dat ' s  right . An ' he wi ll  aome 
a-hel lin ' .  Yessuh , lak if he ' s  away an ' don ' wanta come home . [New Orleans , 
La . , (1568) , 2878 : 8 . ] 

13141 . Take a man ' s sock or a woman ' s  sock 
have a fireplace , take up a brick an ' sprinkle 

an ' bury it . See , where yo ' 
sulphur an ' salt on dat brick 

LIFT UP BRICK IN FIREPLACE - LAY IN HOLE MAN ' S  SOCK 
THEN SALT AND SULPHUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - URINATE 
ON IT 9 MORNINGS AND TELL THEM WHAT YOU WANT DONE 

an ' sprinkle sulphur an ' 
salt on dat brick an ' 
graveyard dirt , an ' uri
nate on it fo ' 9 mawnin ' s ,  
an ' tell it whut chew want 

it tuh do . If yo ' want him tuh love yo ' ,  not leave yo ' ,  be right dere undah 
yore foot an ' all , he can ' t do it , ' cause he ' s  buried right dere wit dat stock
in ' an ' de minute he takes it up why yo ' kin go . But long as hit stays down 
dere , why he stays dere . 

(You bury that stocking right under that brick? ) 
Yeah , r ight undah dat brick . Anywhere where yo ' kin git tuh it an ' urinate 

on it fo ' 9 mawnin ' s .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , in the 2540 ' s . ] 
13142 . Ah experienced dat . Ah ' ve had dat done on me , take your sock and cut 

de heel out of it , a pair you been wearing . Get your so cks and cut de heel out 
of both of ' em ,  an ' take de heel and put some salt in it , snakehead or some kind 
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of worms [ to make you crawl ] . And bury de heel of dat sock under de doorstep 
and put de other part of it [ heel ] over de door , over your haid . And every t ime 

2 HEELS CUT FROM PAIR OF SOCKS VICTIM HAS WORN - SALT 
ON EACH - RUB ON EACH PIECE A PIECE OF SNAKESHED OR WORM 
[TO MAKE YOU CRAWL ] - BURY 1 HEEL UNDER DOOR - LAY 
OTHER HEEL OVER DOOR - THIS DRIVES YOU AWAY FROM HOME 

you go in and out 
dere , you gitt in ' 
dat , and first thing 
you know yo ' go in ' 
way from dere . Yo ' 
done left , you see . 

Your wife , she done put you outten from dere and you gone , and you won ' t  know 
how you gone . And you done missed your socks and everything . You don ' t  know 
nothin ' at all about it or you j est • • •  and done you dataway , but you gone - j est 
gone along . Don ' t wanta run off , but you won ' t never come back until you f ind 
it . And you f ind dat , you come back home . 

( I see . Do you put one sock down there or j ust  one p iece of the sock? ) 
A [ 2 ] p iece [ 2  p ieces are used ] . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 25 ) , 994 : 7 . ] 
1314 3 .  Yo ' kin take his sock to make ' im love you an ' yo ' stockin ' an ' put 

it [ them] together . Understand? An' puts some sugah with it . An ' take it out 

MAN ' S  SOCK AND HER STOCKING - PUT TOGETHER - SUGAR 
ON - BURY AT SIDE OF HER HOUSE - POUR HER URINE ON 
EVERY MORNING - OR TAKE HIS SOCK AND YOUR STOCKING 
ONE ON TOP OF OTHER - ROLL THEM TOGETHER - PUT RED 
ONION AND SILVER DIME WITH [MAKE 'IM GIVE HER MONEY ] 
SEW TO YOU - WISH HIS MONEY - SEW INTO HER MATTRESS 

an ' bury it on  the side 
of your hous e ,  an ' go out 
there every mawnin ' an ' 
pour your chamber lye 
there . Don ' t  you under
s tand? See , on that . 
An ' you take the sock an ' 
your s tocking an ' roll it 

together , see . Now put a red onion with it , a dime - that ' s  to make ' im  give 
her money - roll it together . Sew it to you an ' make your wish - that ' s  her , 
you see - sew it up in your mattress . That man ' ll give you money , give ' er 
.aney as long as he ' s  there . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 96 0 ,  hoodoo woman , excellent) ,  

IF YOU WALK OVER YOUR BURIED SOCK - FOOT SWELLS 
1545 : 10 . ] 
13144 . (Take his sock? ) 
De sock and bury under any 

place and you [ owner ] walks over 
(Well ,  do they bury both your 
Just one . 

it and then you swells up . 
socks ? )  

(Which one d o  they bury there? )  
De left foot . 
(All they do is j us t  bury that sock? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(And then , what happens then? ) 
You walks over it and then yo ' start to swell up . [Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 3 75 : 5 .] 
13145 . A woman keeps a man home by put t ing two of his dirty socks in the 

form of a cross under the mattress .  [New Orleans 1364 : 13 . ] 
13146 .  " Bury right sock under leaves [ eaves o f  a house? ] ,  drive 9 tenpenny 

aails in , forming a cross with the nails . Dat supposed to kill you . " [Mobile 
944: 14 . ] 

1314 7 . Git his sock or either his shirt and tear a hole in de mattress in 
4e bed and � it up in dere , if you want him to stay .  [ Jacksonville 7 87 : 4 . ] 

13148 . [ She ] take dat dirt w ' ut de [ they = she ] wash off dat [man ' s ]  sock , 
am' dey kin take yo ' in [ trick ]  yo ' wit dat . Dey [woman ] put sumpin belo�to 
� [her ] wit it an ' bury it in a certain place , an ' dat keep you [man ]  dere . 
Dat ties yo ' both together , anything close yo ' wear . Wrap dat up together and 
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then you kin [ instead of burying it ] take an ' sew it up in yuh mattres s .  
[Mobile 887 : 6 . ] 

1314 9 .  A woman can use salt and vinegar � a man ' s socks and � them up 
into the mattress to influence him .  [Washington , D . C . , 813 : 5 . ] 

----1315 0 .  Ah ' ve heard ' em say they take de men ' s  sock like that and has ' em 
dressed and then they take it an ' put it in their pillah or mat tress [ to hold 
or bring back] . [ Jacksonville 7 65 : 10 . ] 

13151 . Man ' s right sock under door or mattress [ o f  bed ] or carpet where he 
travels . Make stay home . [Washington , D . C . , 815 : 2 . ] 

13152 . If � and woman are getting along badly , she should put his dirty 
socks under the sheet and let him sleep on them . [Memphis 1545 : 9 . ] 

13153 . Take a sock of his an' burn it , burn it in her stove an ' let it smoke 
in de house , an ' i� is in de presence of her , an ' let dat smoke from his old 
sock , one of  his old socks , burn it in de house an ' let him be around dat sock,  
an ' she ' ll hold him .  [Norfolk 4 94 : 1 . ] 

13154 . Dey take a sock an ' put some red peppah in it an ' a d ime , some sul
phur an ' burn it a little bit an ' � it in de alkyhol ,  an ' dey kin do j es '  
whut dey wanta do wit chew. [Florence 2186 : 2 . ] 

13155 . If yo ' got a friend and yo ' want ' em , yo ' take de sock an '  yo ' tack 
it to de floor beneath the rug • • •  an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' urinate�that for -9--

mornings ,  an ' he ' ll stay with shah unt il death break yo ' up . [Norfolk 5 2 9 : 7 . ] 
1315 6 .  Sock o r  stocking , put in j ar ,  urinate on it , keep it hidden , make 

' em love you .  [Memphis 1550 : 3 . ] 
1315 7 .  Bury woman ' s  s tocking in fruit j ar to bring her back . [Memphis 

1580 : 3 . ] 
1315 8 .  Bury soiled sock or s tocking in bottle under house , " cause yo ' to 

linger or cause your legs or limbs to swell . "  [Mobile 9 79 : 6 . ] 
1315 9 .  S top up socks or stockings in bo ttle , throw into river or outgo ing 

tide ; "run a person away . "  [Elizabeth City 4 02 : 8 . ] 
1316 0 .  They say you can take ' em [ socks or stockings ] and put ' em in � 

ning water , stop ' em up in a bottle or • • •  like you throw the bottle into the 
river , take the t ide going out , and let it bottle [with socks ] go out with the 
t ide and run a person away . [Elizabeth City 557 : 7 . ] 

13161 . Get ' em some gun powder an ' some black pepper , an ' put in dat sock , 
an ' get ' em some salt , an ' tie dat sock 3 different knot s , an ' turn dat sock 
bo ttom upwards in-rllnnin ' water , an':YO' go in ' go crazy . They dOn't take-bUt 
� [ sock] to kill you .  [Vicksburg 1004 : 7 . ] 

13162 . Wash dirty socks an ' in this water put bluestone , pepper , sulphur ; 
throw over shoulder into running water and say ,  "Go , "  an ' don ' t look back . 
[ Richmond 303 : 3 . ] 

1316 3 . A � can keep a woman home by tying 2 knot s  in one over her stocking 
an ' slip it up � the j o ist  over where she go out the door . [New Orleans 
1366 : 8 . ] 

13164 . She ' ll s ign his name on a piece of  parchment paper , she ' ll put some 
sugar in that sock and if she have linoleum on the floor , tack it in the front 
[ of the ] door • • •  she can ' t get rid of  him .  [New Orleans 1155 : 5 . ] 

13165 . A woman nails a man ' s left sock under the door saddle with 9 nails to 
keep him home . [New Orleans 1101 : ? ]  

13166 . P in both socks together , toe to toe , put at door [ usually inside 
house ] cover up [with carpet ] ,  let toes point into house , they will always come 
back. [Washington , D . C . , 806 : 2 . ] 

1316 7 . Put right-foot sock under rug , up to door , foot walking in , man com
ing back. [Memphis 1556 : 6 . ] 
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1316 8 .  [Here is an unusuaZ fo Zding or ro Z Zing rite : ] Roll dirty sock back 
to you 3 different ways , turning the pile af ter each roll , � under steps : 
"you can ' t go off  and s tay no length of time ' fore you comin ' back to dat same 
place . "  [Mobile 952 : 1 . ] 

1 3169 . A woman rolls up a pair of man ' s socks and buries them under her 
doorstep to keep him away . [This rite comes from an excellent hoodoo woman . As 
I have said elsewhere , it took me a long time to under stand how socks could be 
buried to hold a man or to send him away . Intention of  course is the power b e
hind the purpose and wish . ] [Memphis , ( 960) , 1545 : 11 . ] 

13170 . Take your [ his ]  s tockin ' s  an ' turn ' em wrong side outwards , don ' t 
wash ' em ,  git ' em dirty , an ' fold ' em  de toe to yo ' , right on to you till yo ' 
roll it up . � ' em under your doorstep . It ' ll  bring you [him] back . [Wil
mington 79 : 2+85 . ] 

1 3171 . If you want your husband to stay at home , you get a pair of his d irty 
socks , take it [ the right ] by the toe an ' fold it up , fold it to you ,  and 
bury under your step . [Wilmington 116 : 8+85 . ]  

131 7 2 . Cut bot tom out of  man ' s  dirty sock , s tart ing from the �  and [ roll 
or f old ] coming to you , put in cloth band and wear about waist to hold man . 
[Memphis 1551 : 7 . ] 

13173 .  Take his socks • • •  fold it [ 1  or 2? ] and lay it � the door • • •  that 
will bring him home . [Vicksburg 1057 : 6 . ] 

13174 . Dirty left sock and dir ty lef t stocking , sprinkle red pepper over , 
put names of  each in , roll t ight , bury together : "makes ' em get that much 
closer to you . " [Mob ile 87 6 : 5 . ] 

13175 . Woman cut s toes from man ' s socks and wears one in each armpit to 
control him.  [Memphis 1558 : 1 . ] 

131 7 6 . Man takes both stockings of woman , must  be dirty , put on them 3 
ingredients :  salt , sugar and his urine . Keeps these [ surely p ieces of them ] 
in his pocket . She won ' t have other man . [Memphis 1545 : 12 . ]  

1317 7 . A woman cuts  a piece out of the man ' s left s ock and wears that p iece : 
11 that will drive you [ a  man] to them [ a  woman] . [New Orleans 1180 : 3 . ] 

13178 . Woman can take their [man ' s ]  socks and wear ' em round their waist 
an' you [man ] can ' t  f�with no woman ; you [ he ]  won ' t  have no nature for no 
woman . [Vicksburg 1107 : 8 . ] 

131 7 9 . You take their stocking an ' [ or ]  either you take an ' get some of 
that woman ' s hair an ' her stocking an ' � it around de wais t • • •  they kin hold 
' em  like dey wants to . [Vicksburg 1001 : 9 . ] 

1318 0 .  H e  done left home and she want him back , she ' ll get [ one of  his 
socks ] an ' � it around her waist . Get her a cotton thread string an ' tie 
9 knot s  in it , put dat around her waist .  Write his name an ' � dat in her 
shoe . An '  dat draws him.  [Vicksburg 996 : 8 . ]  

----13181 . His left sock an '  tie it up , the woman can , an ' put 9 knots in it 
an '  wear it around her waist . That ' s a good way of tyin ' him up . [Mobile 
977 :7.]"" 

1 3182 . A dirty sock, don ' t wash it , wears it around her wais t and he does 
j es ' what you [woman ] � him to do . [Norfolk 492 : 12 . ] 

13183 . Take de sock from de left foot , de man ' s  sock dat he left behind 
find dat an ' put da� her right foot , an ' den put it in her shoe an '  wear 
dat [wears his left sock on her right foo t ]  an ' dat will have a sensation to 
draw him back . [Vicksburg 1018 : 1 . ] 

13184 . She kin �  a hold o f  your sock an ' turn your sock [ inside out ] an ' 
&it de dust from under your feet . She conceals it in a bottle an ' wear s it . 
[Purpose not given but evident . ]  [Richmond 308 : 3 . ] 
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13185 . Could take one o f  your socks and bury it , say that will run you part 
crazy . [Norfolk 44 7 : 11 . ] 

13186 .  Sock buried draws person . [Mobile 96 7 : 5 . ] 
13187 . Husband ' s  left sock under door , he won ' t leave . [Wilmington 2 3 6 : 6  

+85 . ] 
1 3188 . Take your dirty sock and bury it underneath de s tep , that will make 

you stay home . [ Charles ton 623 : 5 . ] 
13189 . She keeps husband ' s  dirty so cks under door to keep him home . [Wil

mington , 72 : 7+85 . ] 
13190 . A woman buries man ' s  right sock under the doorstep to keep him home 

or to hold him.  [Memphis 1568 : 13 . ] 
13191 . P iece of  toe or heel o f  woman ' s  stocking buried under f ront step , she 

won ' t leave home . [Vicksburg 1037 : 1 . ] 
13192 . Well , shore , dey kin take your socks and put - bury yore socks under

neath the door of the house , or right where you live at , and every t ime you walk 
� that , that will keep you be  aching - nervous all de t ime . [ Charleston 
65 3 : 10 . ] 

13193 . Git dat man ' s sock dat he � an ' put it  in de stove an ' dry it up . 
Take dat dust an ' put it under de s tep - have dat w ' ere he will walk over it • • •  

he won ' t pay attention to no one else . [Jacksonville 7 86 : 1 . ] 
13194 . They take your socks , or anything that dey wear close to you , as to 

p ersp iration , an ' bur ' that into a damp place , an ' that will ca zhoo [ cause you ] 
to go into bad health . I t  will take the use from your limb . [ Richmond 2 95 : 3 . ] 

13195 . Woman with cruel husband , doesn ' t want her to go anywhere . She puts 
a teacup of  sugar in his right sock , buries where he walks over , an ' you ' s  free 
to go anywhere you want and he ' ll be pleasant for you to go . [Mobile 96 9 : 4 . ] 

1319 6 . Take man ' s right foot sock , put sugar in , s top up in bottle or j ar ,  
bury under house , he can ' t leave . [Memphis 15 60 : 11 . ] 

1319 7 .  She kin git a little salt an ' pepper , mix dat together an ' put it in 
the [ his lef t ]  sock and bury it under her floor mat , right in front o f  de door 
where he go t to come in and out , and he ' ll be ' umble unto her . [ Left foot was 
ment ioned only af ter I asked left or right . ]  [Wilmington 1 72 : 3+85 . ]  

13198 . Bury man ' s left dirty sock in walk, throw urine and salt on ; "he ' ll 
leave home and he won ' t come back any more . "  [Mobile 9 61 : 3 . ] 

13199 . Take yo ' socks if yo ' are away an ' make yo ' s tay home : that ' s  by 
putt ing a silver dime in it , an ' put 3 knots , an ' call your name , and bury it at 
de foo t of your steps ; j es '  like you cut off  a dog ' s  tail if you want him to 
stay home and mind de house . [Left foot after quest ioning . ]  [ Charles ton 615 : 2 .] 

13200 . Take your socks , the left foo t • • •  tie 9 knots  in dem an ' dey ' ll bring 
you from anyw' ure you was • • •  bury it . [ Charleston 602 : 6 . ] 

13201 . Get [ she will ] some of your [man ' s ]  socks . • .  bury it • • •  and walk over 
it • • •  for 9 mornings and make a wish [ to bring the man to you or back] an ' den 
she ' ll wear it  next to her , an ' after dem 9 days you goin '  in dere . [Norfolk 
4 7 6 : 4 . ] 

13202 . [Women] cut de right-footed toes off  [ a  man ' s  sock ] , t ie it up t ight 
an ' sew it  up t ight into a bag , an ' bury it to de foot of yo ' [ a  woman ' s  door
step ] an ' yo ' [ a man ] can ' t s tay away from her . [ To tie , to sew ,  and to bury 
makes this a tripled powered rite ! ] [ Charles ton 6 27 : 8 . ] 

13203 . Bury one [ sock] undah de front doah an ' bury a sock undah de back 
doah • • •  soz [ so that ] you ' ll s tay home . [Little Rock 145 9 : 15 . ]  

13204 . They could do somp in with a dirty sock , turn it wrongside out and 
put it under the steps , make him stay home . [Vicksburg 987 : 13 . ] 

13205 . Man turns woman ' s  s tocking inside out , buries under his step , and she 
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will come to his house anytime he wants her . [Here is a double-barrel rite , 
revers ing and burial . ]  [Washington , D . C .  82 3 : 7 . ] 

4447 

13206 . Nail right sock on new shingle and bury at your front door : "he can ' t 
leave there to save his life . "  [Mobile 8 7 8 : 12 . ] 

13207 . A woman takes a man ' s  left sock , dips  it into urine , add potash , 
soda , etc . , and sets [buries ] it on east s ide of  house . This runs the man 
away . [Jacksonville 751 : 7 . ] 

13208 . She takes his right sock, puts into it some of his right footprint , 
� sock � and buries where he will walk over it : "will keep ' em coming where 
you are . "  [Mobile 896 : 1 . ] 

1320 9 .  A woman puts needles in man ' s  sock and puts i t  under the doorstep so 
that toe points towards house - brings him back or keeps him home . [Memphis 
15 70 : 10 . ] 

13210 . Bury de socks and de shoes . • •  to keep you at a certain place . [ Jack
sonville 6 91 : 12 . ] 

13211 . Sprinkle soda at door and sprinkle ho t water over it so that it will 
s ink down into the ground . [This is done for pro tection against harm of any 
kind . Today [ 19 7 7 ] baking soda is put into refrigerators to absorb odors , 
these latter originally being caused by the devil and his imp s said popular be
l ief . In my time Red Seal Lye , a can or package bearing a red seal , has taken 
over the task of  keeping evil away . The original of the belief is under SALT -

SODA - SULPHUR list . ]  
-

SOLOMON 'S WISE STONE - MAIL ORDER HOUSE HOODOO 1 3212 . Solomon 's Wise Stone 
whut chew f ind in de othah 

cities . [You take this ] stone an ' read de 121 Psalm an ' say a prayer of earnest . 
Yo ' ain ' t earnest fo ' some things , an ' yo ' will obtain de j ob .  

(What do you do with this stone? ) 
Wear it in yore purse . Solomon 's Wise Stone . 
(Where do you get that?  Order it from some place? ) 
Yo ' order it from dis company heah in Memphis , yo ' order it from Chicago . 
(What is the name o f  that company in Memphis? ) 
[ Evidently no answer . ]  [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 8 7 ) , 1462 : 13 . ] 
13213 . When they [ children ] have it [ a  spasm] take ever ' thin ' off  [ the 

child ] an ' take those thin ' s  an ' throw ' em right in the stove an ' burn ' em up 
an ' they won ' t  have no more [ spasms ] . Make you a wish [ surely no t for anything 
you want but for the recovery of the child ] . [ Richmond , Va . , (404 , Humpadee , a 
female root doctor) , 3 60 : 1 . ] 

13214 . Get live spider , close up until he died , make dust [ o f  him] , put in 
food or drink, live spiders in you . [This is magic of death by starvation , one 
of the torture riees , such as multilating an animal by cutting o f f  a part , boil
ing animal alive (black cat lucky bone) , etc . ] [Memphis 1552 : 8 . ] 

13215 .  To keep law away , get spider or web , put in box of black pepper 
[ probably a new box ] , set anywhere in your place [ o f  business ] .  If you can't 
get spider , use the web . [The magic here : sp ider on the watch-out , the veb 
entangles . ]  [Memphis 1552 : 7 . ] 

13216 . Get cobwebs , wrap around nail , push it [ nail ] into meat to be cooked ,  
let stay in 4 or 5 hours , take it out and cook meat . Do this 5 or 6 tt.e& , if 
you want to get rid of somebody . They get so they won ' t  like you ; if !b!f stay, 
it ' ll kill ' em .  [Memphis , ( 9 71 ) , 1571 : 6 . ] 

13217 . Put it [ sp ider ] in anybody ' s  supper to eat . If yo ' look like yo' 
coo kin ' dump lin ' s ,  yo ' kin take a spider an ' put it in dis dunrpt.irl ' - 1D any
thing like dat . Well , dat ' ll make him sick an ' he liable tub kill �f . 
[This is an expression somewhere in HOODOO : I 'm gon 'a put a spider in your 
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dump Zin ' ,  meaning here , I am going to put a spideP in yoUP head , drive you 
crazy . ] [ Brunswick 2006 : 1 . ] 

13218 . Dat ' s done dis way . Say , fo ' ninstan ' now , dat a sp irit is worry in ' 
yo ' , maybe yo ' done perhaps kill somebody maybe yeahs ago , an ' dey sp irit keep 
worryin ' yo ' .  Yo ' go to a small s tream where it ' s  a bridge an ' yo ' git a 

SPIRIT : PEGGING A SPIRIT - IF A SPIRIT WORRYING YOU 

GO TO BRIDGE CRO S S ING SMALL STREAM OF RUNNING WATER 

HAVE WITH YOU 2 FAT-LIGHTER-PINE PEGS - DRIVE ONE PEG 
DOWN AT YOUR LEFT TOE - CALL SPIRIT ' S  NAME 3 TIMES 
S PIRIT BOTHERING YOU COMES AT ONCE - YOU MAY NOT SEE 

IT - THEN WALK BACKWARDS ACROSS BRIDGE - CONFUS ING 

S IMPLE-MINDED SP IRIT WHO DOES NOT REALIZE YOU ARE 
WALKING AWAY FROM HIM - HAVING CRO S S ED BRIDGE AND 
STILL FAC ING SPIRIT - DRIVE OTHER PEG AT RIGHT TOE 

THIS IS PEGGING THE SPIRIT - S INCE A SPIRIT CANNOT 

CROS S RUNN ING WATER - YOU ARE FREED FROM IT FOREVER 

ATTENTION : OUR INFORMANT SAYS SPIRIT FOLLOWS VICTIM 
ACROSS  RUNNING WATER - PEGGED ONLY BY SECOND STAKE 
OUR DOCTOR HERE IS MAGIC LAW - HE DEFIES TRADITION 

lighter [ fat-lighter 
stick] an ' peg , an ' 
drive it down at chure 
left toe , den yo ' walk 
backwards cross dat 
stream an ' drive an
o thah peg down at chure 
right toe , an ' yo ' tie 
dat spirit betwixt dere 
cross de water an ' dey 
won ' follow yo ' no mo ' .  
(What do you mean you 
tie it across the water?) 
Well , yo ' see , when yo ' 
drive de peg down , an '  
yo ' call d e  person ' s  

name three times , den yo ' know he ' s  wit chew, dat de spirit is . Den when yo ' 
walk backwards , cross de bridge , he s till following yo ' in front , but when yo ' 
s toop down an ' drive anothah peg at chure toe , yo ' ve go t him . In o thah words ,  
dat ' s  whut chew might call dat chew bury de spirits . [As I say in margin title , 
our doctor here is a law unto himself , s ince a sp irit cannot cross  running water; 
but here doctor pegs sprit across  running water so that his client can return to 
his own side of the stream . Nice wo rk ! ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , (j ust before No . l240) , 
2105 : 2 . ] 

13219 . To ketch a spirit - I know a fellow who done it . You take and you 
gets you books [ a  writing tablet ] ,  gets you a pen and ink. 

SP IRITS GOOD AND EVIL : AT NIGHT PUT IN DARK ROOM 

EMPTY EXCEPT FOR TABLE AND CHAIR - PAPER TABLET 
PEN AND INK - EMPTY BOTTLE - UNLIGHTED LAMP - GOOD 

SPIRIT WILL WRITE ALL THAT HAS BEEN AND WILL BE 

DONE TO YOU - YOU READ IT NEXT MORNING - OR EVIL 

SPIRIT WILL UPSET ROOM AND RUN YOU OUT OF HOUSE 

(You get what? Pen and 
ink? ) 
Yes , sir , pen and ink , writ
ing tablet and get you a 
bot tle . Get you one o f  
these small center tables , 
get you a chair , and put 
them in an empty room , but 

let that room be dark . And put these things in there .  Put you a light on the 
table but don ' t light the light . Put you a lamp - you know what I mean , put your 
lamp on the table but don ' t light it . I f it ' s  a good spirit , he ' ll come in there 
and he ' ll write everything that ' s been done to you . He ' ll write everything 
that ' ll be done to you , he ' ll write that down in that book [ tablet ] . Next morn
ing you get up and you ' ll f ind that in that book [ tablet ] .  You can read it for 
yourself . That ' s  what a good spirit will do . But that evil spirit , he ' ll turn 
everything over in that room , and liable to come in your room and run you out of  
there , if there is a evil spirit there . [ Rites s imilar to  present one I have 
collected under DIAGNO SIS , pp . l65-217 , v . l .  S imilar ones are scattered through
out HOODOO . In the present rite I do no t ask purpose o f  empty bot tle . Could it 
be a linger ing vestige from an earlier day , holder for a candle? I doubt it . 
That s topperless bo ttle is to entice my sp irit passing by . For catching these 
spirits with curiosities , see TO CATCH A SPIRIT , Nos . 38-47 , v . l ,  and frequently 
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in HOODOO . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 832) , 1244 : 4 . ] 
1322 0 .  You take a little - if you have a certain powder , ah don ' t [ know]  

what powder it is  that this company has - but anyhow if you use  [ you can use ] 
plain snuff . You know snuff that the people use ,  Jes ' take that in your hand 

SPIRITS :  TO CONTROL - USE SNUFF OR CERTAIN POWDER 
A LITTLE IN HAND IF YOU FEEL ENEMY NEAR - OR BURN 
LITTLE ON STOVE - WATCH IT - YOU BECOME EXCITED 
BLOW A LITTLE AWAY - CONTROL PERSON THAT WAY - NO ONE 
CAN HURT YOU - TO DRAW PEOPLE BLOW LITTLE FROM YOUR 
HAND - SAY SOMETHING - THOUGHTS ARE POWER - YOU MUST 
ALWAYS TALK TO SPIRITS - ASK THEM TO DO IT - FOR 
POWER TO DO ANYTHING SAY : POWDER [ OR SNUFF ] I WANT 
HATTIE SO-AND-SO TO DO SO-AND-SO - IN THE NAME OF GOD 
THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST - FOR GOD NOT DARKNESS 

GOD 'S OUR PAL 

hurt you - if you burn that snuff and [ o r ]  powder . )  

and put a little bit 
on that way , if you 
feel a enemy is near . 
You kin put a little 
bit on the s tove and 
watch it and you git 
all excited , see , an '  
you j es '  blow a little 
bit out there and con
trol people that way . 
( In other words if you 
put this powder on the 
stove , then I couldn ' t  

No , you couldn ' t  do anything to me . See , that would up set you , you would git 
nervous . 

Then , if you wanta draw people to you , j es '  put a lit tle on yore hand , blow 
your breath out there and say something , you see . But you have to always say 
somepin ' cause thought s are [powerful ? ] ,  whatever you say . 

For instance , now if you wanted me to do anything , you say . Ah wouldn ' t  do 
anything ' cause  ah wouldn ' t  know but chew go tta ask me to do such-and-such a 
thing . And thats it . Whatever you do , you go tta always talk to the sp irits 
and ask ' em to do it . 

Whenever you want the powder to do anything , you say , "Powder , I want Hattie 
so-and-so or Mary so-and-so to do so-and-so , In the Name of God the Father, Son 
and Ho Zy Ghost. " But it be ' s  for God and everything , but not by darkness . God ' s  
our pal . [Washington , D . C . , ( 62 7 ) , 802 : 2 . ] 

13221 . If  a man leaves home an ' a woman wants tuh make him come back, well -
vell , ah understan '  she could take de measure of  his whole body an ' dat she could 

SPIRIT : TO BRING MAN BACK WOMAN MEASURES LENGTH OF 
BIS BODY BEFORE HE LEAVES OR ENTICES HIM BACK - ALSO 
�S A SHORTER MEASUREMENT - TIES 9 KNOTS IN LONG 
MEASUREMENT AND TIES IT LENGTHWISE ON SPRINGS UNDER 
BIS S IDE OF BED - SHORT MEASUREMENT WITHOUT KNOTS SHE 
VEARS ABOUT WAIST - ALWAYS HAVE A SPIRIT TUH BACK YO ' 

UP • • •  SPIRIT DAT CHEW PRAY TUH 
SCRUB HOUSE WITH SWEETENED WATER 

take de measure of his
self , an ' tie nine knots 
aroun ' it . An ' den at 
de bed where he sleep , 
de side dat he sleep on , 
tie it de whole length 
of de bed . An '  den 
whatsomevah • • •  Yo ' know 
yo ' always have a spirit 
dat chew pray tub, well 

aze him tuh back yo ' up , yo ' 
If yo ' want dat man tuh come 
oat wit sweeten watah . 

see . An ' make yore wish whut chew want him tub do . 
back home , make yore wish an ' den scrub yore house 

(What do you do with that length from the head to the foot?  What do you do 
with that length , that s tring ? ) 

Yo ' measure it • • •  yo ' tie it  de full length of de bed , yo ' know, on de spring-
lat, from de haid tuh de foot . 

(You don ' t tie nine knots  in it do you? ) 
Yeah, nine knots . 
(And you t ied nine knot s  in the o ther string too? ) 
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No , yo ' t ied nine knots in dat s tring . 
(What do you do with that short string? ) 
Well , dat othah short string yo ' wear aroun ' yore wais t .  [Algiers , La . , 

(1586) , 2 6 95 : 4 . ] 
13222 . A true sign 

[ that of ] the bride or 
that someone is going to die in their family soon , either 
bridegroom : This is at a wedding . They ' re leaving home 

� 
SPIRIT AND HORSES AT A WEDDING , 1896 

to get the train , go ing away on a honey
moon . And the horses prance and keep 
prancing forwards then back . I knew it 

to happen in my home . A young man home from New York , he married a girl at my 
home near Elizabeth City [N . C . ] ,  and when they were leaving the church , when 
the mo ther came on out , she was the las t , something sound like a tray of glasses 
smashed down in the church . She looked back and didn ' t see anything , and came 
on out and said , "My , my , what a terrible crash . My , I didn ' t know there were 
any glasses in the church . "  She said to one of her servants , "Sarah , what ' s  
that mean?" Sarah said , "That ' s  the s ign o f  death , Miss Jane . "  And she said , 
"Now you watch it . Someone is going out of  the family soon . "  It proved to be 
true . So  when they drove off , they had a hard time to get the horses to go . 
They kept tramping and backing to and fro , to and fro . They j ust  kep t that 
going for about ten or fifteen minutes . When they did go they went all in a 
rush . In three weeks t ime this young woman was called to come back home and 
visit her mother . Her mo ther was s ick for one month and then passed away . She 
stayed a week and went on back home . In no time there was a telegram the daugh
ter was gone . She only lived to be  a married woman about one year . That was 
about forty years ago [ 1896 ] in a family I knew well . [This belief o f  course 
is not hoodoo but it happens to be  spirit lore upon which hoodoo is built . ]  
[ Informant No . 6  in New York C ity by Ediphone , she coming from near Elizabeth 
City , N .  Car . ] 

1322 3 .  You burn sulphur and nail horseshoe over door to keep ghost  [ and 
spirits ] away . [ S t .  Petersburg 1635 : 2 . ] 

13224 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  taking sugar 
de spit from mah mouth , an ' take sugah an ' 

an ' de sp it from dere mouth , j es '  lak 
mix it into a biscuit with but tah , an ' 

SPIT MIXED WITH SUGAR - IN ARMPIT - FEED FOR LOVE 
put it undah yore arm an ' 
wear it undah dere . At meal
t ime an ' give it to a man , 

an ' dat man will always love yo ' .  He ' ll give yo ' every penny he kin make , but 
chew gotta keep it  up . [ Sumter , S . Car . , (1384) , 2462 : 5 . ] 

13225 . Lak ah wus yore cook an ' ah wanted tuh gain influence wit chew some 
way , ah would f ix yore coffee or yore tea , or yore ice cream an ' sp it in it . 

SPIT INTO FOOD OR DRINK 9 TIMES - CONTROLS VICTIM 
Yo '  gotta do dat nine times . 
Yo ' go ahead , yo ' done drink 
it . Yo ' don ' t know whut 

ah ' m  doin '  an ' when yo ' do , dat ' ll give me de influence o f  yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 1144) , 1868 : 5 . ] 

13226 .  I heard a woman say • • •  ever ' time she go by a lady ' s  yard , say she j is '  
spit right in de path ever ' mawnin ' . Said she know she ' d  leave dere . Not j is '  
walk by [ back] an ' forth by her place , but ever ' time she had bus iness by dere . 
[ Richmond 318 : 14 . ] 

1322 7 .  Spit into cut 3 times for 9 mornings before pouring in coffee , he 
won ' t leave . [Memphis 1515 : 6 . ] 

1322 8 .  If yo ' wanta keep yore wife wit yo ' always - j es '  lak if yo ' got a 
wife yo ' know an ' yo ' can ' t keep her home an ' she love tuh go all de time . Jes ' 
take a brass spoon an ' dip it into yore sugah dish an ' sweeten her coffee . Yo ' 
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SPOON OF BRASS - MAN USES TO PUT SUGAR 
INTO WOMAN ' S  COFFEE TO KEEP HER HOME 

put it in dere yo ' self an ' let her take 
it herself an '  stir it . An ' yo ' evah 
will have a wife tuh stay at home . Let 
it s tay in dere a few minutes ' fore yo ' 

call her . Yo ' understan '  me , an ' yo ' ll evah have a wife tuh stay at home - wit 
dat brass spoon . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1355 ) , 2 3 75 : 5 . ] 

1322 9 .  A man kin g o  tuh work j es '  l ike yo ' workin ' 
dat man house where yo ' handle roun ' an ' drive a spear 

fo ' a man . He kin go tuh 
down fo ' yo ' sharp -
sharpen at both ends an ' 
drive it down , it ' s  not -
it ' s  sorta flat yo ' see . 
See , den yo ' sit dere an ' 

STAKE - DRIVE INTO GROUND LEVEL WITH SURFACE AT 
MAN ' S HOUSE - SHARPEN UPPER PART - COVER - HE LEAVES 

dig a hole round it 
cover it ovah where 
go t ta go . Yo ' ll be 
pins . 

enough tuh take his knife an ' whittle it up sharp . Den 
yo ' can ' t f ind nuthin . An '  yo ' ain ' t  goin ' stay dere , yo ' ve 
on p ins all de t ime . Dat ' s  whut chew call settin ' 'em on 

(You put this piece o f  woo d  down in the ground around his house? ) 
Yes sir , sharpen it tuh de  end an ' sharpen it tuh de top but chew drive it 

down befo ' yo ' sharpen it . Den yo ' take yore knife an ' sharpen de top part . 
Den cover it up . [Waycross , Ga . , (1171) , 1 9 7 6 : 11 . ] 

STAVE - DRIVE IN DOWN IN CENTER OF HOUSE OR GARDEN 
THIS IS A QUINCUNX RITE - CENTER OF PARALLELOGRAM 
MAKE WISH NO ONE CAN LIVE OR BE SUCCESSFUL THERE 

13230 . Take a stave an ' 
nail it down dere , j es '  
nail it down an ' make a 
wish . Wish nobody could 
nevah live dere again , an ' 

nobody can ' t  l ive dere again, an '  nobody can ' t  l ive dere in peace . If  dey move 
in dat house dey ' ll move out , dey j es '  can ' t l ive in dere . 

(Where do you put that s tave? ) 
Jes ' kinda in de middle o f  de lot-l ike . [Here is the center of a square or 

parallelogram, a quincunx rite . ] If  de lot got a garden or  anything yo ' know , 
j es '  s tomp it down , an ' say , "Ah wish dat nobody would nevah live an ' have suc
cess heah any mo ' ." [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 093) , 1 7 6 0 : 8 . ] 

1 3231 . You can get that party to leave you and there is no one will touch 
you . Like if you go to the druggis t and ask for some stay �y powder . It ' s  a 

STAY AWAY POWDER FROM HOODOO STORE KEEPS PEOPLE AWAY 

powder they sell down 
there and they call it 
stay � powder, l ike 

if you don ' t even want any visitors at your home , you sprinkle a little bit o f  
i t  around your window and around your door . Take a little bit o f  it in your 
hand and blow it on your doorknob , j es '  blow on your doorknob and , if any one 
know you and want to see you , they won ' t come there . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 09) , 

TO SEPARATE MAN AND WOMAN - NEW BOXES OF SALT 
lED PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - SPOOL OF BLACK THREAD 
A RAW 7 STEAK (NO . 7 STEAK = T-BONE STEAK ] - PUT 
tHESE IN MAN ' S SOILED SOCK [LEFT? ] AND TIE WITH: 
A PIECE OF THE NEW BLACK THREAD AND BURY IN YARD 

1137 : 5 . ] 
13232 . All right , ah ' m  gonna 
tell yo ' .  Yo ' take de sock,  
de dirty sock. Yo ' take de 
seven steak. 
Yo ' git a little seven steak 
wit a number seven on it . [A 

.even steak or 7 steak is a T-hone s teak , its bone shaped something l ike a 7 ! ] 
[ I t  took me some time to identify the steak ! ] 
(Where do you get that? )  
[ I  mus t  have thought this was a stake with No . 7  

doo shop ! ]  
on it , something from a hoo-



4452 - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

At de market . Yo ' git de raw meat . Git a box of  salt an ' a box of  Epsom 
salts , red peppah . Git a spool of  black thread . [ Don ' t  forget ] cookin ' salt , 
cayenne peppah . 

[ Informant does no t complete this holding two-persons-together rite . These 
articles are put in man ' s  soiled so ck and tied with a p iece of  the new black 
thread . We now come to the s eparating-two-persons rite . ] 

Yo ' wanta break this person 's footsteps [ that is , separate two persons but 
us ing their foo t s teps ] or break ' em up with that p erson an ' - yo ' write their 
names nine times across  [you write his name down 9 t imes and then cross  them 
with her names 9 times ] an ' yo ' put it . An '  then you ' ll bury it  in yore yard , 
yo ' see . 

(That heals them up . )  [New Orleans , La . , (1570) , 3884 : 2 . ] 
13233 . They take a shoe - the bottom [ insole ] out of  your shoe - and they 

can put some s tee Z dust in there , you see . SteeZ dust ! And you walk on it , 
you see . Well , that stee Z dust in there , you see , that ' s  to swell your foot 

STEEL DUST : AS ORDINARY DUST UNDER INSOLES OF SHOES 
MAY NOT SWELL UP FEET - CRIPPLE YOU - BUT STEEL DUST 
MAGIC POWDER - WITH EVIL INTENT - COULD FOR BELIEVER 

up . You see . 
(You put this in the 
bottom of the shoe , you 
say? ) 

the sole of 
get that . 

Right in the bottom of  
your shoe , you see , and you walks on it , you understand , when you 

( I f  they put that steeZ dust in your shoe , then you would see that? ) 
No , some of ' em could put it - you see that p iece what goes in the bottom 

o f  the shoe , that leather rag , they puts it under the leather [ insole ] .  See . 
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (823) , 1190 : 4 . ] 
13234 . Well , of  course , if they got you in j ail , 

somebody [ usually a hoodoo doc tor ] on the outs ide to 
o f  course , you done have 
handle that for you . Now ,  

you get you some sugar 
and you get you some STEEL DUST COMBINED WITH : LODESTONE - SUGAR - CINNAMON 

USED BY PRISONER ' S  HOODOO DOCTOR - DROPPED 9 TIMES 
WHEN PRISONER ENTERS UNTIL HE REACHES JUDGE ' S  BENCH 

cinnamon , you get some 
stee Z dust and lode-
stone . You beat that 

all in a powder ,  you see . Now , when you beat that in a powder - now they got 
you before the j udge , you have somebody come in the door , and when they [ pris
oner ] come in the door , in the j udge ' s  door - while he be coming in , he [your 
doctor ] be dropping it and he be counting nine times , long as it take you -
until you get clean up to the stand . See . Jus t drop a little of  it on the 
floor the ninth time .  I bet you walk out o f  that place . 

(But somebody else has go t to do that for you? ) 
Yeah , somebody got to do that for you , you s ee , because they already go t you 

in there . 
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (823) , 11 91 : 8 . ] 
13235 . Well , now, yo ' ll go an ' get a good gol ' ring , you know a nice quality 

of  ring an ' j es '  rub that  eye down like that [ demonstrates ] 9 mornings , 9 times , 
an' the tenth mornin ' 

STY : RUB GOLD RING DOWN - 9 TIMES DAILY ..,. 9 MORNINGS it ' ll be gone . Each 
mornin ' 9 t imes , j es ' 

like that [ demonstrates ] .  An '  make a wish , say , " Sty , go away . " [Richmond , 
Va . , (404 , Humpadee , female root  doctor) , 360 : 2 . ] 

13236 . That is only used in a drink. Now if you know a person is an ex
cessive drunkard , you know that you can always give them in something to drink 
mostly using wine , or where eggnogs or cocktails are concerned . You get a 
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lit tle bag , a little new bag - l inen or domestic white cloth , cotton . You put 
three tablespoons of sugar in this little bag and sew it up . You have seen a 
sachet bag . You make a sachet bag out of  that and wear it under the arms , where 

SUGAR : 3 TABLESPOONSFUL - SEW UP IN A LITTLE WHITE 
DOMESTIC BAG - THIS WEAR IN YOUR LEFT ARMPIT 9 DAYS 
THEM EMPTY INTO SUGAR DISH WHERE VICTIM WILL EAT OR 
DRINK IT - BUT BE SURE THAT CHEW DON 'T DRINK IT 
AT OUR SECOND INTERVIEW AFTER A FEW DAYS - 2 BAGS ARE 
MADE - ONE UNDER EACH ARM - CAN BE WORN OTHER PLACES 
AH TELL YOU IT • • •  DOES HAVE A STRANGE EFFECT ON PEOPLE 

you know nearly everyone 
will perspire under de 
arms .  
(Which arm do you wear 
it under? ) 
Under the left . You 
wear that for nine days 
and then you take this 
and add it to the per

son - well , even if they drink coffee , you mix that in the coffee . But be sure 
that chew don ' t drink it , you see . [ In hoodoo is is always dangerous to sample 
any of your own work ! ] But you ' ll put that in the sugar dish after you wear it , 
but if no t ,  if they drink , you put it in their drink . That is the way that is 
done . [ Despite this reference this rite continues as follows : Mobile , Ala . , 
( 650) , 866 : 3 . ] 

[The preceding account comes from a Mrs . Brady , a woman with great experience 
in the world I wanted to meet , she having sold curios , given advice to women in 
trouble , told fortunes , made hands , etc . In fact she became one of  my helpers . 
Unfortunately my f irst day recordings were so bad I had everyone back for another 
session . Here is what she said the secone t ime - subs tant ially the same , but of  
greater interest . ]  

Git chew a piece o f  new domestic , any kind o f  new white cloth,  and you make 
these little bags [ as I said , she made hands ] .  You ' ve seen little sachet bags . 
Put about three tablespoons of  sugar in each one and sew it up , and then you 
pin it under the pits of the arms . 

(Both arms ? )  
Sure . 
(One under each arm . ) 
There are other people wear ' em o ther places but it ' s  no t so nice . They do 

that . But ah tell you it really does have a strange effect on p eople . Ah ' ve 
seen things carried out like that - it really does . And then after they have 
worn that nine days , then it will absolutely do the work. 

(Then what do they do with that? ) 
You put it in the coffee or in wine , anything that you have to use anything 

sweet in . 
(And what will that do - hold them? ) 
It will hold them, influence them towards you . [Mobile , Ala . , (65 0 ,  Mrs . 

Brady repeating) , 964 : 5 . ] 
13237 . Wimmin use dat to trick men with . 
(With sugar? How do they do that? ) 
Jes ' p lace a piece o f  papah on de floor and dey go to de store an ' buy a 

pound of sugar . They ' ll take that and they ' ll pull off de bloomer , you know, 
an ' j es '  rub that sugar in de middle of i� , 

SUGAR PREPARED FOR SPECIAL MAN an ' put it right back in de [ sugar] dish on 
de table , an ' anybody eat dat will love ' em  

an '  become dey friend . But perhaps dere b e  around a crowd o f  people and de 
one man yo ' wanta ketch , dey might be fulla supers titions [be suspicious ] .  
Well , you f ix dat , anywhere yo ' go t dat , fer dat same man an '  yo '  choose de 
one yo ' want . He sweeten with dat sugar , yo ' know . [Charleston, S. Car . ,  
(518 , Doctor Nelson , see pp . 2 260-2216) , 611 : 3 . ] 
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13238 . In the morning when you get up to go to your landlord , the fellah 
that owns the property { you rent ] ,  you take and put sugar and { in ]  a brown 

SUGAR - IN BROWN WRAPPING PAPER FOR BLACl< MAN 
FOLD TO YOU 9 TIMES - WEAR IN BOTTOM OF RIGHT SHOE 
GO TO LANDLORD - ASK A FAVOR - HE CANNOT REFUSE 

piece of paper , wrapping 
paper . And fold it to 
you 9 times and put it 
in the bottom of your 
right shoe . And any 

favor that you ' d  ask him to do for you , he would do it . He can ' t turn you 
down whether he ' s  out [ of ] money or not . [New Orleans , La . , ( 84 2 ) , 1 2 7 6 : 2 . ] 

13239 . You go to a j ob ,  you have never been dere an ' yo ' look , yo ' don ' t  
know de man when yo ' walk in dere . Yo ' have a little sugah in your pocket . 

BROWN SUGAR SPRINKLE AT FEET OF BOSS FOR JOB 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER1 SON AND HOLY GHOST 

Let it b e  brown sugah [ if you 
are a black man ] . An ' ast ' em ,  
if somebody [ s tanding about ] , 
whoevah recommend to you [ t ell 

you ] , who is he [ the boss ] - de one dis [ dat ] de boss . An ' sprinkle dat sugah 
[ on the ground near the boss ] , say ,  De Name of de Father� de Son an ' Holy 
Ghost ,  I guar ' tee you git j ob .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 790) , 1102 : 3 . ] 

1324 0 .  Take a little 
SUGAR AND COFFEE TIE IN HANDKERCHIEF - OR BREAD - IT ' S  
POWER - IT ' S  LUCK - SUGAR IS DRAWING - SPIRIT LIKES THEM 

bit of  sugar and a 
little bit o f  coffee 

handkerchief - or bread , either 
ins ide of your handkerchief and 

(That ' s  for good luck? ) 

and t ie it  up in your 
one , it ' s  very good .  I t ' s  luck , if you put it 
carry it around on you . It ' s  very good . 

Sugar is drawing you know - they all is drawing you see , because the sp irits 
likes those things . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 2 7 ) , 805 : 6 . ] 

13241 . Sugar and cinnamon and mix it up well together and put it in your 
pocket . Jes ' like I ' d  come in here and I ' d  wanta see you , I ' d  come in and I ' d 

SUGAR AND CINNAMON SPRINKLE NEAR BOS S  FOR JOB 
have my hand in my po cket , and 
as I ' d  enter the door , I ' d  j es '  
get a little in my hand and 

sprinkle it about . And I ask you for a j ob . Well , you ' d be more than apt to 
give it to me . [New Orleans , La . , ( 883) , 1454 : 7 . ] 

13242 . Ah said , if yo ' an ' yore husban ' or yo ' an ' yore girl fren ' is in a 
argument or  sompin lak dat , an ' yo ' don ' ca ' tuh argue , g it chew about fo ' tea

SUGAR 1 TEASPOON - SULPHUR 4 - MIX 
SPRINKLE ON FLOOR TO STOP ARGUMENTS 

spoonfulla sulphur an ' a teaspoonful of 
sugar an ' put it in a rag . See , mix it 
up good an ' sprinkle a little bit ovah 
de flo ' an ' de arguments gone - it won ' t  

be no mo ' arguments . [ Sulphur kills evil , sugar is fo ' peace . ] [Memphis , 

SUGAR - SPICE - WOOD ASHES - WHERE HE SLEEPS - STAYS 
Tenn . , ( 930) , 1512 : 3 . ] 
13243 . Well , whut she 
do to make him stay ,  she 

take a teaspoonful o f  wood ashes an ' a teaspoonful 
of sugar , an ' put it in de bed whbre he s leep s  at . 
stay there . [Waycross , Ga . , (1117) , 1 7 94 : 9 . ] 

of  spice , an ' a teaspoonful 
If  he sleep on it he ' ll 

13244 . Get a pound of white granulated sugar and j ust take it and sprinkle 
�t all out � the front , and j ust sprinkle it all around inside , and that will 
saeeten [his ] disposition when he walks in . [New Orleans 1130 : 4 . ] 

13245 . Yo ' kin take sugah an ' put it in de FO ' CORNERS OF YORE HOUSE. 
Dat• n  � de .!!!!!!. at � too . [Memphis 2 715 : 5 . ] 

13246. Sweetens a person up . I f  a person keep a lit tle sugar around them, 
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why it sweeten you up . Everybody most like you . [Washington , D . C .  805 : 7 . ] 
1324 7 . Sprinkle sugar • • •  will bring peace and happiness to your home . 

[Mobile 909 : 3 . ] 
13248 . She [ hoodoo - roo tworker - fortuneteller ] told me whenever ah take 

a bath , take two tablespoonsful of sugar into my bathwater and don ' t dry mah
self . Let it dry into me . That give you luck and a good trade . [Mobile 
94 7 : 3 . ] 

1324 9 .  I f  yo ' an ' yore wife ' s  together , an ' yo ' git 
yo ' know sometimes somebody do try tuh doublecross yo ' . 

SULPHUR: BURN ON STOVE - 2 O ' CLOCK AFTERNOON OR NIGHT 
AND WIFE WILL RETURN WITHIN 5 HOURS - RITE SHOWS 
THAT DURING MY VISIT AT ST . PETERSBURG , FLA . , IN 1939  
I INTERVIEWED ON 22ND STREET - · NOT IN A MEMPHISTOWN 
AS I HAD THOUGHT OR ACTUALLY IN METHODIST TOWN AS I 
WAS TOLD ON MY COLLECTING TRIP IN 1 9 7 0  - BUT 6 OR 7 
BLOCKS AWAY AS A SORT OF SUBURB OF METHODIST TOWN 
AND NEAR NEIGHBOR OF PEPPERTOWN - WE WERE JUST A 
CROSSROAD SHOPPING CENTER - SEE ILLUSTRATION VOLUME 3 

on bad terms between -
Well , ah tell yo ' whut 

yo ' kin do . It ' s  a 
little s imple thing 
dat yo ' git from de 
drug s tore . Jes ' lak 
yo ' has a wood s t ove 
fo ' cooking , all 
right , two clock in 
afternoon or two any 
time , j es '  so it ' s  two 
clock - two clock in 
de morning or two 

clock in de afternoon - yo ' kin take - aw j es '  about a tablespoonful of  sul
phur , an ' whilst  yo ' go t a f ire in yore s tove , yo ' kin take a tablespoonful of  
dat  sulphur or anythin ' an ' put  in yore stove , but yo ' j es '  gonna put  it on 
top . An ' j es '  lak she ' s here in town , j es '  lak now, say dis  is 22nd [ S treet ] .  
All right , ovah in Methodist Town , which yo ' might say called tuh be about 6 or 
7 blocks from heah , an ' whilst yo ' be burnin ' dat sulphur , in de next 5 hours 
she ' ll come back home . Dis [place where we are talking ] is 2 2nd Street [ 6  or 
7 blocks from [ Methodist Town . All dat ' s  colored section . Wal [well ] dis heah 
[ place where we are talking ] dey call 2 2nd S treet , a suburb [ o f  METHODIST TOWN ] . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 980) , 1589 : 10 . ] 

1325 0 .  I stayed at a place up north . Every morning when I kindled de f ire 
! gen ' a ' ly made de  f ire - they had a package of sulphur there on that s tove . 
When it was ho t ,  they would sprinkle de sulphur on it , to fumigate de house 

EVERY MORNING BURN SULPHUR ON STOVE TO KEEP EVIL 
SPIRITS OUT OF HOUSE - YOU KNOW YOURSELF • • •  THERE ARE 
MORE EVIL SPIRITS THAN • • •  GOOD ONES • • •  VISIBLE ONES • • •  

WE WANT TO GET RID OF - WHEN YOU ARE HUNTING FOR 
BURIED TREASURE - MAKE A CIRCLE ROUND IT - SPRINKLE 
SULPHUR ON CIRCULAR LINE - NO SPIRIT CAN ENTER RING 

with sulphur . They said 
that kep t off the evil 
spirits and give it luck. 
(Every morning? )  
E'V'ery morning they ' 4 -�
urate dat s tove ,  wbeD 1� 
got hot ,  you know, so 
that sulphur would burn, 

they would sprinkle some o f  that sulphur on the stove . Said that kept off  the 
evil spirits and give them luck. Druv [ drove ] the evil spirits out of  the 
house , which , you know yourself , that there are more evil sp irits than there 
are good ones . We are told by the Bible that many ' s  the soul to walks this 
earth , visible or invisible . What they meant vis ible ones is the ones that 
we want to get rid of , don ' t want to be bothered with ' em .  

Well , now, we ' ll g o  back t o  d e  sulphur question . When you g o  to dig money , 
you make a circle around , all de way around de p lace yo ' goin ' to dig . Now a 
fellah tole me this to be a fact . Ah never seen it . An ' sprinkle sulphur all 
around it [ circle ] , an ' yo ' dig inside de ring of sulphur . When de evil spirit 
comes up there , he can ' t  get inside that ring over that sulphur . [Elizabeth 
City ,  N .  Car . , ( 441) , 412 : 5 . ] 
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13251 . Well , ah heard dat chew burn sulphur in yore house dat wus luck tuh 
yore enemies and den it wus bad luck tuh yore neighbors , because it ' s  ' cordin ' 

LUCK TO FRIENDS - BURN SULPHUR 12 MIDNIGHT 
BURN IT 4 IN MORNING - BAD LUCK TO ENEMIES 

tuh de way yo ' burn dat . Yo ' burn 
dat sulphur certain hours in de 
night fo ' luck fo ' yo ' friends , 
an ' den yo ' burn it certain hours 

fo ' luck fo ' yo ' enemies .  Dat means dat yo ' enemies whut chew burn fo ' dem 
will cause dem tuh be in hard luck . An ' whut chew burn fo ' yore friends dat ' ll 
be good luck, but it be certain hours of de night - from 12 to 4 in de mawnin ' .  
Yo ' burn sulphur in de night about 12 a ' clock . When yo ' burn dat sulphur why 
yo ' burn dat sulphur fo ' yo ' friend providin ' if her enemy tryin ' tuh harm her 
an ' tuh keep her enemy from harmin ' ' er .  Well ,  4 ' clock in de mawnin ' yo ' burn 
de sulphur fo ' de enemies . S ee .  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1214) , 2061 : 4 . ] 

13252 . Ah ' ve heard o f  dem us ing sulphur . Dey kin burn sulphur in a house 
fo ' good luck . An ' den , if dey uses de bluestone long wit de sulphur , an ' take 

SULPHUR AND BLUESTONE NIGHT BURN AT DOOR - BAD LUCK 
it to people ' s  house ,  dey 
take it an ' burn it in 
front of dey doorstep at 

night . 
700 : 6 . ] 

Dat will bring dem all kind o f  bad luck. [Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 562) , 

1325 3 .  De way ah heard i t  wu z  done , 
front do ' an ' at de back do ' an ' make a 

dey take an ' go round dat house at de 
straight mahk [a shallow trench with 

SMALL TRENCH MADE IN GROUND BY STICK IN FRONT OF AND 
PARALLEL TO FRONT AND BACK DOORS - SCATTER A LITTLE 
SULPHUR AND GUNPOWDER IN EACH TRENCH - LIGHT - AFTER 
THEY BLOW OUT - PERSONS WITHIN BLOW AWAY IN 3 DAYS 

stick] . 
(All around the outs ide 
of  the house? ) 
Yessuh , right down dere 
by de edge of de do ' step 
de way dey have tuh come 

in an ' out . An '  yo ' take dat when yo ' make dat mahk down dere , yo ' put s sul
phur an ' gunpowder in dat mahk an ' when dey do dat yo ' take den an ' yo ' s t ick 
f iah in next tuh de do ' step , an ' when yo ' do dat , why it blows out - blows it 
out , an ' ah heard dat in three days aftah yo ' do dat it will blow ' em cleah 
dat will blow ' em cleah intuh de distance . Dey won ' t have no mind tuh stay 
dere . 

(It  runs them out o f  that house .  
o f  each door? ) 

Yessuh .  
(Like a trench? ) 
Yessuh , j es '  a lil ' trench . 

You mean you make a straight mark in front 

(You dig a lit tle trench for that s tuff and then light it and let it go 
[ blow]  on out? ) 

Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1412) , 25 37 : 2 . ] 
13254 . You kin take gunpowder and sulphur , and if you kin get close enough 

to dem when dey go to sleep or lay down - yo ' know where de ' goin ' to lay down 

GUNPOWDER AND SULPHUR IN MATTRESS - INTO BONES 
OF PERSON SLEEPING ON - WON ' T  LIVE 6 MONTHS 

over it . And dat thing get in dere bones , see , 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , (506) , 556 : 10 . ] 

take and dust it . See , j is '  
like d e  she tt up , and dust de 
mat tress and put it back where 
de ' sleep - goin ' lay down 

and dey won ' t  live 6 months . 

13255 . You take sulphur , they tell me and mix 
rub with i t .  You kin move it [poison or cunjure ] 
cream it together and rub with it . They say that 

it together in pure lard and 
away . Sulphur and pure lard , 
choo kin get it out choo by 
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FOR POISON OR CUNJURE OUTSIDE - MIX SULPHUR AND LARD 
RUB WITH - IF INS IDE - DRINK SULPHUR AND BROWN SUGAR 

take it [ inwardly ] .  Well , that purges you , you know, 
out . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 348) , 3 9 0 : 3 . ] 

that . And [ in addition ]  
you take s o  much sulphur , 
don ' choo understand , 
with brown sugar .  You 

and git all dat bad stuff 

13256 . Ah heard dat too . Lak if  yo ' a big bootleggah an ' dere ' s  several 
people dat chew want tuh come tuh yore house , an ' yo ' wanta keep de law away 

YOU ARE A BIG BOOTLEGGER - WANT TO KEEP THE LAW AWAY 
FIRST THING IN MORNING - BURN SULPHUR AND OLD SHOES 
THAT NIGHT AT 11 O ' CLOCK GET OUT OF BED - PUT BURNT 
SULPHUR AND SHOE ASHES IN A TUB OF WATER - TAKE A 
BATH - S IT THERE [AT TUB? ] UNTIL 12 OR 1 - BURN MORE 
SULPHUR AND SHOES - PUT IN BATHWATER - RETURN TO BED 
BUT JUST AT SUNRISE "DASH" WATER TOWARDS RISING SUN 
RITE WARMS LAW ' S FEET TO GO - CUSTOMERS ' FEET TO COME 

from yore house or 
somepin lak dat . Yo ' 
take [ and ] burn dis 
sulphur an ' ole shoes 
dat will s t ink, an ' 
whilst yo ' take an ' 
burn dat sulphur an ' 
dem shoes - g it up 
firs t thin ' in de 
mawnin ' - take an ' 

burn dis sulphur an ' dem shoes an ' af tah yo ' humin ' dis stuf f , yo ' git up an ' 
take a bath round about ' leven a ' clock [ at night ] .  ' Fore yo ' take a bath , yo ' 
take dis s tuff an ' put it in de watah dat chew take a bath in . Yo ' take dis 
stuff an ' put it in yore watah an ' yo ' set dere [ unt il ] ah reckon round twelve 
or one ' clock at night . Well , yo ' g it up an ' yo ' burn dis s tuff ag ' in - dis 
sulphur an ' dis ole shoes an ' sprinkle sulphur lak dat . Yo ' git up an ' den yo ' 
put dis back in de same watah where de sulphur is . When yo ' git up j es '  about 
sunrise , j es ' as de sun in peep in ' up above de trees , an ' yo ' take dis tub of 
watah an ' yo ' go an ' po ' it out on de opposite o f  de sun - opposite where de 
sun rises , but de same s ide where de sun rise on . Yo ' take dis watah j es '  ' bout 
sunrise , dis tub of watah , an ' yo ' take an ' dash it out on de opposite side of  
de sunrise . An ' dis watah will j es '  run right on down - dat drive ' em ' way lak 
dat . 

(You do this early in the morning? ) 
Yessuh ,  early in de mawnin ' j es '  about sunrise . 
(Do you pour this water out on the side where the sun is rising up or where 

the sun sets down? ) 
Where de sun r ise - de same side de sun r ise on , de same s ide yo ' po ' dis 

watah out . 
(That brings in trade . )  
1325 7 .  All yo ' have tuh 

Yo ' ketch his [ po liceman ' s ]  

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1413) , 2542 : 3 . ] 
do is tuh git chew some sulphur an burn an ' all . 
eyes whensomevah he come in an ' look after him. an '  

IF BOOTLEGGING - BURN SULPHUR - SPRINKLE O N  FLOOR FOR 
POLICEMAN TO WALK OVER - AND CATCH AND HOLD HIS EYE 
AND HE WILL NEVER RETURN - OR IN MORNINGS BEFORE YOU 
OPEN BOTH DOORS THROW WHISKEY ON THEM FOR CUSTOMERS 

let him walk across it . 
see . 
(This burnt sulphur?) 
Yes sir , burnt sulphur . 
an ' when he c011e in yo ' 
be lookin ' after ' t.. 

Try tuh ketch his eyes . An '  he nevah come tuh yore house no mo ' . 
Or yo ' could j es '  take some - if yo ' sell in '  whiskey , each mawnin' befo ' yo ' 

open yore do ' ,  befo ' anyone come in , yo ' j es '  take j es '  a certain a.ount of it 
[whiskey ] an ' j es ' throw it ovah yore do ' ,  both doors , as de custa.ers comes in 
an ' out , see . An ' then yo ' be  f ixed - de law will nevah bother yo' .  

(You mean you throw the sal t and sulphur over the door? ) 
No , yo ' kin take some of  yore whiskey . 
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(Oh , the whiskey . That ' s  to keep the law away , too . ) 
See , when yo ' burn dis sulphur , den yo ' throw de whiskey ovah de head - yo ' 

know whut ah mean , j es '  throw some ovah de head o f  de do ' up there an ' dey 
won ' t nevah bother yo ' .  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1198) , 2015 : 10 . ] 

1325 8 .  I f  they run me out , then I will f ix that house s o  no one kin live 
in there . 

( I  see . How is that done? ) 
Well , when I move out , you understand , I would sweep up all my trash . I 

don ' t wanta leave none o f  my dirt . I ' d  take up all my rugs and carpets and 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - OIL OF CINNAMON - IN 4 CORNERS 
OF ROOM - BURN WITH CURSE - WINDOWS AND DOORS CLOSED 
DO THIS AFTER YOU HAVE SWEPT UP AND ARE READY TO MOVE 
AFTER HOUSE CURSED - MOVING IN MEANS DEATH IN FAMILY 

things , and I ' d  sweep 
the floors . I will get 
sulphur , you understand -
I will get sulphur . I 
will get de o il of  cin
namon . Yo ' know what de 

o il o f  cinnamon is . I will get cayenne pepper and I will put it in de four cor
ners of dat room , and I will l ight it and I will fasten de windows down and de 
doors down and let it burn - with a curse . No one never will move in there . As 
they move in , they move out . And if they do move in there - there wouldn ' t  a 
soul move in there what wouldn ' t have death in the family . [ In former days the 
cursing of a house like this was a serious bus iness and most people moving in 
would have had it uncursed by a doator . ]  [Richmond , Va . , (431) , 387 : 1 . ] 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - RED ONION CAN BE GOOFER DUST 
1325 9 .  (What is goofer 
dust ? )  
Well , whut dey call goofer 

dust is - dey takes sulphur , red pepper an ' a red onion an ' sew it up in a red 
p iece of flannel an ' dat ' s  whut chew call goofer dust.  [Normally of course this 
is a hand. ] 

(What do you do with that then? ) 
Take it an ' wear it in yore pocket , j es '  wear it all de t ime in yore pocket . 
(What is it supposed to do for you? ) 
Well , it ' ll make yo ' lucky an ' successful . [This o f  course is no t normal 

goofer dust ,  a dus t ;  but if it is for informant , it is . ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  
(1095) , 1765 : 12 . ] 

13260 . Yo ' take red 
all be new. Take table 

peppah , cayenne peppah , hot ,  an ' table salt . Let it 
salt j es '  new an ' dis sulphur brand-new , nevah been 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - SALT - ALL NEW - KEEP LAW AWAY 
OR FOR UNWELCOME GUEST - THROW MIXTURE BEHIND HER 
CHAIR - WHEN SHE LEAVES - THROW WAY SHE LEAVES AND 
CUSS - IF SHE DOES RETURN - DO SAME THING AND SWEEP 

opened befo ' yo ' know. 
Well , yo ' take it an ' 
mix it up , an ' yo ' j es '  
throw it all round yore 
house , an ' dat ' s  good 
tuh keep de law from 

comin ' in annoyin ' yo ' .  An '  den if a person is comin ' tuh yore house an ' yo '  
don ' t want dem tuh go dere , yo ' kin j es '  throw dat out behin ' dem in de chair 
where dey s it at in de room . Den when dey git ready tuh git up an ' go out , den 
yo ' kin take it an ' go on out an ' j es '  throw it de way dey went , an ' cuss ' em ,  
an ' dey ' ll not come back any mo ' .  Dey won ' t  come back any mo ' .  If  dey do ' , 
dey ' ll come right in an ' dey cain ' t stay dere no time . Yo ' go tta git out an ' 
sweep behin ' dem . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1452 ) , 263 9 . ] 

13261 . Carry it there and mix it up together and burn it , sulphur and gun
powder , and make enemies in the home j is '  like you and your wife , somebody want 
to git between you , they say they kin carry it there and burn it and git be
tween you . [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 249) , 245 : 6+85 . ] 
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13262 . (How can you get those live things out of a person? ) 

4459 

Now yo ' kin take j es '  lak ah tole yo ' ' bout somepin j es '  now . Yo ' kin take 
sulphur , three dips , an ' let ' em  drink it [ in water or a liquid ] an ' dat ' ll 
bring ' em up . 

(Bring tho se l ive things out? ) 
Dat ' s  right . [ Florence 2293 : 1 . ] 
132 6 3 . If  yo ' wanted tuh bring in customers , at six a ' clock in de mawnin ' 

burn yo ' a little sulphur - ' bout a teaspoonful fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' stop 
nine , an ' j es '  keep aburnin ' it lak dat , an ' yore customers will come in j es '  
plentyful .  [ Savannah 2174 : 7 . ] 

13264 . Yo ' burns dat in yore house every mawnin ' IN DE FO ' CORNERS OF A 
ROOM, de sulphur , in de fo ' corner of  a room every mawnin ' at s ix an ' every 
af ternoon at s ix .  That ' s  luck an ' draws bus iness .  That ' s  really good . 
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  (125 9 ) , 2138 : 4 . ] 

13265 . Takes a box of  sulphur an ' burn it ever ' mawnin ' fo ' ' bout 6 mawn
in ' s ,  an ' he can ' t come in . 

-----(Keep the law away . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1225 ) , 2084 : 11 . ] 
13266 . Dey builds han 's wit sulphur an ' gunpowder . Sew it up in a piece of 

flannen , yo ' know , an ' have a • • •  keep it damp [feed it ] every mawning yo ' wake 
� wit Hearts Co Logne • • •  dat ' s  de han ' dey builds fo ' luck . [ S t . Petersburg , 
Fla . , ( 1007) , 1628 : 5 . ] 

1326 7 .  (To keep these spirits away what do you do? )  
Use sulphur an ' gunpowder , j es '  rub ovah yo ' an ' burn it in de hous e ,  dey 

shore wouldn ' t  come in . 
After yo ' do dat yo ' git chew a • • •  [ I  turn on machine again to catch cus sin ' . ]  
(What about cuss ing them? ) 
Yo ' have tub cuss ' em all right tub keep ' em  away . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (121 7) , 

2069 : 3 . ] 
13268 . Sompin to make somebody stay outa dis house , if ah move out dis 

house . Dey say dat dey take sulphur an ' burns it at each one of de room. 
Close it up an ' burn it in each one of  de room , an ' nobody won ' t  rent dis 
house any mo ' .  

(Keep them from renting the house? ) 
Yes s ir .  [ Brunswick 2108 : 15 . ] 
1326 9 . Dey say if anybody have done anything to yo ' , yo ' kin take sulphur 

an '  sprinkle it all around yore house an ' bury some of it under de doors tep , 
an '  den take � o f  it an ' put it in a rag an ' � it round yore wais t .  Say 
dat ' ll kill it . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1059) , 1719 : 8 . ] 

132 70 . Burn sulphur in your hous e , don ' shoo know , an ' keep away , don ' 
chew know, de devil , dey tell me . Jis ' burn it , let de scent go all over de 
bouse . Yo ' kin drive de devil out dataway . [Richmond 390 : 2 . ] 

13271 . (How do they use the sulphur? )  
Take sulphur and a little lard and spread ' cros s  your door - doorstep every 

.arning , and it ' ll harm you . 
(I  see . You mean , if somebody did that to my door or - something to harm me� 
Yes . [Richmond 3 75 : 3 . ] 
13272 . Dey say yo ' kin burn sulphur an ' dat will keep dem away . 
(Keep the law away . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , (620) , 7 93 : 5 . ]  
13273 . (To keep them out of the house ,  from stealing anything , j es '  sprinkle 

sulphur around the house . )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville 2494 : 4 . ] 
132 74 . Yo ' kin wear sulphur in yore shoes an ' den nobody can ' t harm yo ' .  

[Vaycross 1841 : 10 . ] 
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132 75 . Sulphur worn in clothes or shoes or rubbed on hands that might 
touch conj ured articles is a protection agains t them . [Wilmington 189 : 6 . ] 

13276 . Sprinkle sulphur at door to keep out unwelcome vis itor . [Wilmington 
181 : 1+85 . ]  

132 7 7 .  Sulphur sprinkled in person ' s  depart ing tracks will keep that person 
away . [Wilmington 156 : 2+85 . ]  

132 78 . I f  somebody ' s  interferin ' 
yo ' git up yo ' go tuh de do ' an ' yo ' 

[with ] yo ' aroun ' yore home , ev ' ry mawnin ' 
make yore wishes an ' bow tuh de sun 3 times , 

SUN : IF SOMEONE INTERFERING WITH YOUR HOME - EVERY 
MORNING 9 DAYS GO TO DOOR AND 3 TIMES BOW TO THE SUN 
MAKING WISHES - ASKING GOD TO REMOVE THE EVIL SPIRITS 

an '  ask de Lord tuh re
move de evil sp irits -
tuh move away evil spir
its . An ' do that three 
times an ' do that fo 

' bout 9 mawnin ' s .  Walk tuh de do ' an ' make a bow tuh de sun . Yo ' know de sun 
is a whole lot in success ,  yo ' know. Yo ' bow tuh de sun 3 t imes . An ' aftah yo ' 
bow tuh de sun an ' [ then] yo ' axe Him [ "De Lord" ] tuh move away evil sp irits . 

(You do that three t imes for nine mornings . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1524) , 
2720 : 3 . ] 

1 3 2 7 9 . Where anyone o f f  [ away from home ] : befo ' sunrisin ' yo ' s  facin ' de sun , 
facin ' de sun , " In de Name o f  de Father and de Holy Ghos t , "  j es '  lak , "Will ie yo ' 
come home at once an ' hasty . "  Well , now he ' d  be home in 9 days . 

(You j ust  go out there once and say that ? )  
Jes ' once . Say it befo ' sunup . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1122) , 1804 : 3 . ] 
13280 . Ah went in de woods in de spring of de year - it been about three 

years ago now . If yo ' know a swallah [ swallow]  bird - do yo ' know a swallah 

SWALLOW EGG TAKE FROM NEST - BOIL - RESTORE TO NEST 
BIRD RETURNING TO NEST SEES CHANGED EGG - FLYS AWAY 
BRINGS BACK ROOT - TAKE THE ROOT - ALWAYS HAVE MONEY 

bird?  Well , yo ' kin take 
one o f  de eggs outa dere 
nest an ' bring it home an' 
boil it . An ' den put it 
back in dat nest . Well , 

when dat bird come back , she know dat egg ain ' t j es '  lak she left it . Well , she 
goes somewhere in de woods an ' get a root  an ' bring it dere an ' put it in dat 
nes t . Dat suppose to make dat egg right . An ' yo ' kin git dat an ' j es '  keep it 
in yore pocket an ' yo ' more den apt to keep a dollah all de time , ' long as yo ' 
keep it . 

(You' ll get the root out o f  the nest then? ) 
Yes s ir . She puts de root in de nest . 
(Then you go and take the roo t out of the nes t . Did you try that? Did it 

work? ) 
Yes sir , it worked . Fact ah kept money , ah reckon it musta been somepin ' . 

[Waycross , Ga . , (1087) , 1756 : 3 . ] 
13281 .  Ah hear tell if yo ' know where de swallow hatching a t  - de little 

birds hatchin ' - an ' yo ' kin git his aig while he off  his nest , an ' bring it in 

SWALLOW EGGS 3 - ROOTS 3 
an ' boil it , an ' carry it back an ' put it to de nest , 
dat yo ' kin conquer anything in de world on it . But 
ah ain ' t been able tuh f ind dat swallow. Ah been try

in ' tuh f ind dat nest  but ah ain ' t nevah found it . Dey say it be somewhere by 
de chimley somewhere - de ' claim .  [ Somewhere in text I have a note about confus
ion between chimney swift and swallow. ] Say dat b ird is a sho re fact . Say if 
yo ' git dat aig from dat bird , dat bird he ' ll come an ' bring yo ' three roots in 
de place o f  dem aig s ,  after yo ' take dem aigs out an ' boil ' em .  Yo ' take d e  aigs 
an '  dat bird ' ll come back an ' bring yo ' three roots an ' say he ' ll take dem roots  
an '  do a s  he want s tuh do . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1178) , 1 9 91 : 5 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4461 

13282 . Well , yo ' kin take a swallow' s  aig . Go to a swallow ' s  nest .  Yo ' 
know in dat swallow ' s nest  yo ' ll find a little stone . They always have a lit tle 

s tone in dere nes t .  An ' yo ' kin take 
STONE IN SWALLOW ' S  NEST KEEP FOR MONEY dat stone - dere always be a s tone in 

a swallow ' s  nest  - an ' yo ' kin go to a 
swallow' s nes t an ' take out one dose aigs an ' keep it out . Say a day or two 
days - long as yo ' wanta an ' return it back there . An ' when yo ' return it back 
dere , yo ' git dat stone an ' yo ' tote that s tone with yo ' ,  an ' dat ' cumulate all 
kinda money . Dat ' s  good fo ' money matters . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1166 ) , 1960 : 8 . ] 

13283 . Ah have heard a 
SWEAT OR PERSPIRATION - WOMAN HAS COLD BISCUIT UNDER 
ARM OVERNIGHT - FEEDS TO HUSBAND - TO KEEP HIM HOME 

s tory o f  where a lady 
take a b is cuit , yo ' know , 
an ' wear it undah her arm, 

j es '  fo ' de night ovah [ overnight ] an ' take it 
put it in a bus cuit dough an ' feed her husban ' 

(Wear it under the arm? ) 
Unah her arm . 
(Under her left arm? ) 

an ' crumb it up in a platter . Den 
with dat . Make him stay home . 

[This is no t a leading question . I merely res tart maching to add a s t atement . 
Many examples in HOODOO. ] 

(And she will  mix it into what? ) 
Mix it into o thah flour dough , lak when she git ready to make her biscuit • • •  

(Just take an old cold b iscuit and wear it under her arm • • •  ) [Wilson , N .  
Car . , ( 1506 ) , 2 6 7 2 : 1 9 . ] 

13284 . I f  yo ' girl fren ' happen to leave 
a couple of days - follow her up , den yo ' go 

yo ' lak dat , yo '  j est  follow her fo ' 
to de drug store an ' git chew some 

SWEAT FROM CHEWING GUM CARRIED AGAINST BODY SKIN 
GIVEN TO WOMAN BY MAN WHO HAD A QUARREL WITH HER 

of dis heah Beechnut Gum 
[ trade name chewing-gum ] . Get 
some Beechnut Gum an ' take it. 
Yo ' take dat gum an ' roll it 

up in yore hand j es t  lak dis heah [ demonstrates ] .  Roll it up an '  wear it to 
yo '  - close to yore skin . Wear it dere an ' j est sometime yo ' be talkin ' - talk
in' ' long wit her .  Well yo ' say , "Well , have some of dis heah . 1 1 Break it off  a 
piece an ' j est give her a p iece o f  it . An '  den yo ' nat chly [naturally ] goin ' 
tub co ' t  her an ' yo ' git her back in a minute .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (103 2 ) , 
16 78 : 3 . ] 

13285 . Den if he leaves , dat is , if he ' s  tryin '  tuh leave yo ' - if he ' s  
ulkin ' about leavin ' yo ' ,  he ' s  already talkin ' about leavin ' yo ' .  Yo ' kin take 

imMAN GIVES TO MAN FACE TOWEL SHE USED PRIVATELY 
yore towel whut chew wash yore 
face with an ' keep dat towel 
wet all de time an ' wipe be

� yore laigs an ' keep him washin ' his face with dat towel all de time . Dat 
will keep him from leavin '  yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522 ) ,  2 7 31 : 21 . ] 

13286 . Person wipes off sweat with white clo th ,  ties it up t ight - airtight 
i� - put witch hazel on , hide p ackage in bed , usually in mattress and under 
sleep ing partner . This is to hold him or her . [Wilmington 1 3 3 : 2+85 . ] 

1 3 2 8 7 . Wipe person ' s  sweat on p iece of new homespun , ball it up , and hide 
iD toe of your old shoe . [Wilmington 111 : 2+85 . ]  

13288 . Woman puts her armpit sweat in his food to hold him . [Wilmington 
1.66: 3+85 . ] 

13289 . A root doctor told me that . He said you git choo a bucket of watah 
�· a broom , an ' as they goes on out de doah , he says - like aftah dey gone out , 
� say - he j is '  go back from w ' ere they ' s  settin ' at , an ' git s his broom an ' 
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dip it in that bucket nine t ime an ' j is '  sweep with it . An ' , every time yo ' s  

SWEEPING RITE : TO INFORMANT BY ROOT DOCTOR - BUCKET 
OF WATER AND BROOM - AS UNWANTED GUEST GOES OUT DOOR 
SWEEP FROM WHERE VIS ITOR WAS S ITTING TO AND OUT DOOR 
SWEEP WHILE MAKING 9 DIPS OF BROOM INTO WATER AND 
THEN WI SHING : I HOPE YO 'LL GO AN ' NEVAH COME NO MORE 

make [ each o f ]  dem nine 
[ dip s ] , sweep it [ from 
the visitor ' s  chair ]  
right on out [ of the 
house ] and make you a 
wish : " I  hope yo ' ll go 
an ' nevah come no more . "  

He said they ' ll nevah come back to your house no more [mo ' ] .  [That all itera
t ion go and mo occurs several times in HOODOO , it appearing to be an uncon
scious folk expression . ]  [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 340  from near Sal isbury , N .  Car . ) ,  
3 74 : 21 . ] 

13290 . 
ference . 

Don ' t care what chew do - if you 
If yo ' kin s tay out of the way of  

commit murder , don ' t  make any dif
the law ,  unt il yo ' get where yo ' 

SYCAMORE SPRIG : NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO - COMMIT MURDER 
DON ' T  WORRY - IF YOU CAN STAY AWAY FROM THE LAW UNTIL 
YOU REACH A SYCAMORE SPRIG YOU ARE SAFE - STRIP BARK 
ON ONE SIDE TO GROUND AND TIE A KNOT IN IT - ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE STRIP BARK DOWN TO GROUND AND TIE KNOT 
THIS STRIPPING SHOWS THAT SPRIG IS NOT A TREE LIMB 
BUT A SAPLING - SMALL TREE NOT MUCH LARGER THAN A 
LARGE SWITCH - THIS DONE YOU ARE SAFE - RITE FROM 
DOCTOR GLOVER WHO MADE GRAVE HEADBOARD ROCK - LATER 

go in ' , why it ' s  all 
over . You won ' t  be 
harmed and they won ' t  
do any harm either . 
Yo ' go to de woods 
and cut a sycamore 
sprig and you begin 
at the top and s trip 
it right down . You 
know , it has a bark 
that will strip down 

j es '  like as if it was buckhide . S trip it right down to the ground [ this shows 
sprig is a sapling , not branch of tree ] and tie a kno t in that t ight right clo se 
to the ground , and then lay the o ther part  [ side ] down . Pull the other s ide down 
and tie a kno t-like right close to the ground . Get right up and walk right on 
o f f  about your bus iness .  You kin come right back and be ready for ano ther [ ex
perience ] .  You needn ' t  worry . 

(That will keep the law back? ) 
If  the law ' s after you , they ain ' t ga in '  bother you any more . They ain ' t  

goin ' to prosecute you any more . It  will be over . And you ' ll f ind nobody 
else won ' t  bother you . 

(That is , you take this s t ick [ sap ling ] on one s ide and then on the o ther 
s ide , and j ust split it [ bark] . )  

Yes s ir .  
[DoetoP Glover of Charles ton is speaking , the man who makes the headboard o f  

a grave rock - pp . 2258- 2259 ,  v . 3 .  In the present rite he returns to i t  later as 
follows : ]  

And p erson [your client ] get found out and you git to him,  why you don ' t have 
to worry . You j es '  get that sycamore sprig . See , go right to that sycamore 
sprig and s trip it down , one s ide first and tie it  up , and the o ther [ side ] next 
and t ie a knot into it , and go right on o f f . 

(That will clear them . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 514 DoetoP Glover) , f irst  
part  of  material 5 96 : 2 ; second part 5 9 8 : 1 . ] 

13291 . If  yo ' got a man an ' he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' wanta s top him ,  dey 
say yo ' feed him offa de fo ' corners of de table . Scrape de fo ' corners of de 

TABLE - 4 CORNERS OF SCRAPE - FEED TO MAN - KEEP HOME 

put dat in his food , an ' dat ' ll make him stay home . 

table . Git dat stuff , 
yo ' know, off  de fo ' 
corners o f  de table an ' 

[A  dog rite trans ferred to 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraf t - Roo twork - 44 63 

man ! ] [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2514 : 13 . ] 
13292 . De j ackdaw on top de house ,  you wanta git 

he make his bed up yonder [ on top of  house or nearby 

TAILED : GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE OR CASSIDIX MEXICANUS 
OF SOUTHERN U . S . A. AND MEXICO - A JACKDAW - PLACED 
HERE HAVING BEEN MISSED IN "J" - IT ' S  LITTER LUCKY 

' way from him. Jes ' l ike 
tree ] . Well , you run him 
out from dere - you don ' t  
want him.  You run him out 
from dere and git what he 
make up dere , and take dat 
and bring it down and put 

it in your pocketbook , and you got luck de balance 
(Luak the balanae of your days. ) 

o f  yore days . 

All you go tta do , wear dat in yore pocketbook . Don ' t let nobody put dere 
hand in dere but chew. [This is one of  the great rules of hoodoo , never let 
anyone touch your luckp iece . ]  [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (525) , 630 : 5 . ] 

132 9 3 . De second way yo ' use dat turp in [ terrap in] yo ' wanta git at it by 
a woman . Dere ' s a woman now and she in love with yo ' .  Now dis is de way what 

TERRAPIN - DRESSED BY WOMAN FOR MAN SHE LOVES 
THROWN INTO HIS YARD - IF HE KILL S ANIMAL - HE KILLS 
OWN SPIRIT AND MUST GO TO WOMAN AND BE HER SLAVE 

a woman love yuh [will 
do ] .  She ' ll ketch dat 
turp in and she ' ll come 
and throw it in yo ' house ,  
come and throw it in yo ' 

yard . And she done tote it in yo ' yard , yo ' may ketch him an ' yo ' might could
n ' t f ind dat turp in . Well , yo ' say , "Well , ah kill dis thing cause it been dat 
second t ime ah see him in my yard . "  But if yo '  kill dat turp in , yo ' done kill 
yo ' sp ir it , yo ' j es '  kill your sp irit and yo ' gotta go to  her . 

(How do you mean you killed your spirit? ) 
Yo ' done killed yore sp irit fer nobody but her . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 

(525) ' 630 : 4 . ] 
13294 . Ah hear a lady say she 

j es '  beat it up , j es '  grind it up 
taken a turtle aig an ' dry it up an ' put it -
j es '  lak she wus go in '  tuh make somepin out of 

TURTLE USED BY WOMAN WHO WANTED SICK WOMAN ' S HUSBAND 
HUSBAND SNATCHER DRIED AND POWDERED TURTLE EGG - FED 
IT AND TURTLE TO VICTIM - WHO WANTED TURTLE EVERY DAY 
BUT ON INCREASE OF MOON - VICTIM ' S RIGHT BREAST GREW 
STRETCHED LIKE RUBBER DOWN TO HER KNEE AND THERE WAS 
A PAIN OVER HER HEART - INFORMANT DOES NOT SAY SO BUT 
BELIEVER KNOWS POWDERED EGG BECAME ALIVE - KILLED HER 

it , a powder of some 
kind . An ' she taken d is 
turtle aig an ' she put 
it in a turtle . She 
cooked de turtle fo ' a 
lady - a sick lady -
about d is lady ' s  hus
band . She cooked de 
aig in de turtle an ' 

when de lady eat de tur tle she loved de turtle . Whenevah she eat dis turtle -
she et it every dat - it wus a certain t ime on de  moon dat de turtle would come 
in her right breas t over her heart . An '  ever ' t ime it would come out it would 
draw her [ breast? ] r ight down to her knees . It looked j es '  lak rubber - j es ' 

lak she stretch rubber . Dey take it an ' stretch it down to her knees ! 
(What time o f  the moon? ) 
On de growin ' of  de moon . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1209) , 2043 : 3 . ] 
13295 . Yeah , j es '  lak if  yo ' wanted tuh poison anybody . Jes ' lak now, it 

lak dis , if yo ' wanted tuh poison anybody yo ' kin put 9 turtles in ' em . Yo '  

9 DROPS OF DYING TURTLE BLOOD IN WHISKEY TO PERSON 
9 LIVE TURTLES WILL BE IN THE VICTIM WITHIN 9 DAYS 

g it 9 drops of dis turtle 
blood - or even 9 drop s of 
snake ' s  blood - of dis tur
tle befo ' it die ; after yo ' 

kill it yo ' know , whilst it warm. An '  yo ' put dat in whiskey - in a half p int 
of whiskey an ' dey drink it . Dey ' ll [be ] 9 of dem [ l ive turtles in them] in 9 
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day ' s t ime . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1210) , 2046 : 10 . ] 
13296 . Dese ole oak trees an ' dey burn ' em into ashes , coals . Den yo ' ketch 

a terrap in an ' put him in dese ashes , coals . An ' put dis ole terrap in in dere 

TERRAPIN - ROAST WHOLE SHELL IN OAK COALS 
EAT EVERYTHING INSIDE SHELL FOR TUBERCULOSIS 

an ' let him roast . An ' dey eat 
him ,  hull shell , entrails an ' 
all .  [HuZZ  she Z Z  could b e  con
fus ing . Victim does not eat huZZ  

and she Z Z  and entrai Ls . The shell is  huZ Zed , cleaned out , and meat and entrails 
eaten . While collect ing folkore on Deal Island in Chesapeake Bay in 1936 I 
learned that oys ters and clams are shucked a word I had always associated with 
Ind ian corn . Even so , by huZ Z ,  informant may mean WHOLE she ZZ� entrai ls and 
aZZ . ] Dat will cure dat . 

(What will that cure? ) 
Cure de consumption [ tuberculosis ] . Cure it on anybody . Ah don ' t  care who 

dey is . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1261) , 2144 : 1 . ] 
1329 7 .  Terrapin dust in a person will cause death . [Wilmington 7 9 : 4+85 . ] 
13298 . Woman had a cooter in her . [ Cooter is any o f  several turtles or tor

toises in the U . S . A . ] [Wilmington 1173+85 . ] 
13299 . Catch a terrapin , raise his shell , put person ' s  name under , return to 

water , and that person will go there and drown . [Norfolk 537 : 3 . ] 
13300 . John de Conkah , you git dat , an ' dragon ' s  blood an ' a l ittle p iece of 

lodestone [ 3  ingredient s ]  an ' wrap dat in a p iece of  flannen an ' make a [hand 

3 INGREDIENTS - FAVORITE COMBINATIONS IN RITES : 
JOHN DE CONKAH - DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - LODESTONE 
3 INGREDIENTS - WRAPPED IN FLANNEL - DAMPEN 
FEED WITH GOOD RIDING SCENT OR HEARTS COLOGNE 
AND RUB OVER FACE AFTER SEVERAL GOOD WORK DAYS 

and feed] Hearts CoZogne or 
Good Riding Scent [ the only 
appearance of this perfume ] 
an ' j es '  rub dat ovah yuh face 
after having a couple of days 
of good work , yo ' know . An ' 
j es '  rub dat ovah yuh an ' not 

only de bo ss - nobody can ' t turn yuh down . [ I  hope the reader did not miss the 
po ignancy o f  after having a coupZe of days of good work. This desire for work -
the many rites for getting and holding j ob s  - is everywhere in HOODOO. That 
hoodoo drugstore perfume Good Riding Scent is unique . ]  [Charleston , S .  Car . , 

(509) , 57 3 : 1 . ] 
JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - SWEET OIL - OIL OF CLOVES 
3 INGREDIENTS - RUB ON HANDS WHEN LAW TOO FAST 

13301 . (What would I do to 
keep the law out? )  
Well , yo ' kin use Jockey CZub 

perfume , sweet oil and [ o il of  cloves - see later ] . 
(What are these things you take , now? ) 
O il of  cloves , Jockey CZub perfume and sweet oil . 
(What do you do with those? ) 
You j ust  take them and j ust  get you a bottle o f  Jockey CZub perfume and keep 

your hands on it [have it handy ] ,  keep it in your pocket . See , when they [ the 
law ]  gets too fast , why you dampen some on your hands [ demons trates ] that o il of  
cloves , Jockey CZub and sweet o il . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (538? ) , 1009 : 11 . ] 

3 DUSTS FROM ; BAT HEART - FOWL GIZZARD - FISH GILL 
ADD 3 INGREDIENTS :  CINNAMON - SUGAR - WAR WATER 
SPRINKLE IN RIVAL PLACE OF BUSINESS BACK TO YOU 
BUSINESS PLACE AND BACK IN THROUGH YOUR DOOR AND 

RIVAL ' S  CUSTOMERS BECOME YOVRS 

13302 .  Well , even you could 
take , j ust like acros s  the 
street . That ' s  a man , he ' s  
got plenty of  customers com
ing in his place . Your 
place is over on this s ide . 
You ain ' t  got much customers. 

You don ' t  know what ' s  the matter . Every time you look around , you could see 
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off icers there . Well , this man over there , he hadn ' t oughta be there . You take 
some of this sinamint [ cinnamon] and sugar and you take and get actual bat dus t . 

(Bat dust ? )  
Bat dust . 
(Like a bat that flies around in the air . ) 
Yeah , that be ' s  up in the f ire-hearth [ chimney ] . Well , you git it and you 

take his heart and you burn it as a powder - down to a powder .  You get any kind 
of fowl , duck or chicken and kill ' em .  And you take that gizzard from a chicken , 
and you take that skin from off his gizzard , and you take it and you burn that 
down . You take the gill of  a f ish and you burns it down to ashes . You takes a 
piece of  somepin like a bar , a p iece of  b�ing ; you know , bar what you put on 
the bed for to keep the mosquito s [ away ] . 

(Mosquito bar? ) 
[ I  had never heard the word barring ! ]  
Yeah , j us t  l ike that curtain is there . 
(Mo squito bar , something like cheesecloth . )  
Yeah . 
(All right . ) 
You take that and if you can ' t get over to that p lace , you send somebody in 

there with that all mixed up in there as a powder ; you see , that bat-heart dust , 
that g izzard dust , and that fish-gill dust - with sinemint [ cinnamon ] and sugar . 
well , now , you take it and you send somebody over to that p lace . You got some 
war wateP . You get war wateP and he have it in his pocket - j us t  like if you 
got [ carrying ] something to drink . You unders tand . And you take that f ish-gill 
dust and for to keep the odor down , open that waP wateP. He goes to the lava
tory - anywhere , you see - and sprinkle it down in there . And when you leave 
out of there , pretend j us t  like there be something happen to his shoes ,  or pant s 
leg or  something of  the kind like that . He got this here stuff wrapped up and 
be got a handkerchief in hand and he sprinkle it all the way there , back into 
your place . And you couldn ' t turn [ round ] for  the people being in your place .  
And every morning , you take this stuff and from the end of  your property where 
you at , j us t  come back where you is and sprinkle it - sprinkle your sugar and 
sprinkle you sinemint [ cinnamon ] and do it j ust after - but don ' t use no waP 
�r at your p lace , that will make confusion at your place . You see . But that 
� water go ing to make confusion over to the next place , then that bring the 
custiment [ customers or custum ]  over at your place . 

(I see . Well , now do you sprinkle that stuff from his p lace over to your 
place? ) 

Yes , j us t . You ain ' t got to put it all the way - j ust  l ike you got • • •  

(He wrapped it up in this cloth , this mosquito bar? ) 
Yes , j ust  as it come through that . 
(You sprinkle this waP water over his lavatory to cause trouble and then you 

sprinkle this sweet stuff all the way over to your place? )  
Yes , j us t  every now and then you coming across the street , j ust [ demonstrate� . 
( Shake it . )  
Shake it and right into your house [ p lace of bus iness ] .  When you get to your 

iause , you turn backwards and [back ] into your door . That make a confusion -
�t war water going to make a confusion over there and that go ing to make peace 
ca.e in your place . People leaving from there coming following that luck right 
..er in your place . [New Orleans , La . , (829) , 1227 : 1 . ] 

13303 . 3 ROOTS : blackb erry , make tea , drink 3 days ; go to dogwood tree , 
Skin bark from north s ide , pulling it upward , make tea , drink 3 days ; bamboo 
�er [ like a f ishing pole ] , make !!!' drink 3 days . Then take a dose of castor 
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o il and live things in you will come out . [Memphis , ( 96 7  pro fessional and 
excellent ) , 1565 : 2 . ] 

13304 . 3 INGREDIENTS : Copperas [ green vitriol or ferrous sulfate ] ,  salt
peter , and scrape a p iece o f  s ilver money , drink and bathe in fish-brine salt 
[ salt from any salted fish] " it kill it in you any kind o f  poison like that . "  

3 INGREDIENTS :  SINNERMAN ' S  GRAVE DUST - COFFEE GROUNDS 
WAR WATER - SPRINKLE AT VICTIM ' S  DOOR - GONE IN 12 DAYS 

[Memphis 155 2 : 6 . ] 
13305 . I ' d  go to the 
graveyard where a s in
nerman buried , and get 

me some graveyard dust and some coffee grinds and put it in a bottle with some 
war water . And whilst the people be asleep , I ' d  take the war water and sprinkle 
all over the front s tep and they couldn ' t  be in there 12 days . 

(You put all these things in that bottle , in the same bot tle? ) 
In the same bottle . [New Orleans , La . , ( 848b ) , 1310 : 2 . ] 
1330 6 .  Then you can f ix what you call a scaft [ scapular ] t o  wear upon you to 

protect yourself . 
(A what? ) 

A scafle . 
(What kind? How do they f ix that? ) 
You get frankincense , frankincense . 
(What kind? Frankincense . All r ight . )  
Yes . And myris [myrrh ] . 
(And what? Muritch . All right . )  
Muritch . And you put s  it in white linen . See , 

out o f  it to wear around your neck . And you feeds 
you make a scaple [ scapular ] 
it with a oil o f  labena 

[verbena ] .  
3 INGREDIENTS :  FRANKINCENSE - MYRRH - OIL OF VERBENA 
INFORMANT CALLS FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH PACKAGE ABOUT 
NECK A SCAPULAR FOR PROTECTION - FEED OIL OF VERBENA 

(Lavena? ) 
Yes , you pours that 
upon it . That ' s  to 
protect yourself . 

See that ' s  what I knows about that . 
(Now , what do you call this vanovitch? ) 
Muritch .  
(What does i t  look l ike? ) 
It ' s  a rock . 
(A rock? ) 
Yes , it look j ust like that , but you can beat it up and make a powder out of 

it . 
( I  see , muritch? ) 
Yes , muritch and frankincense , they both look the same , but the frankincense 

is l ight looking and myrrh is brown . But they both is rocks , j ust  come in 
p ieces l ike that and larger p ieces . 

(Muritch or myrrh? ) 
Muritch ' er - ah myrrh . 
(Is  it myrrh? ) 
Yes , sir . That ' s  it , myrrhs . 
(I see . I got it . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 82 2 ) , 1186 : 6 . ]  
13307 . Well , if a woman wants tuh git rid o f  a man an ' don ' t want him tuh 

come tuh her house no mo ' ,  de f irst  thing she ' ll do , she ' ll go uptown to de 
drugsto ' an ' she git her some rock candy , an ' she git her some whiskey . Git 
dis rock candy an ' whiskey an ' mix it tuhgether , an ' she po ' s  some vinegar in . 
An '  when he come dere , she ' ll prob ' ly have him tuh sit down . An ' when he s it 
down. she prob ' ly - yo ' know a man doesn ' t pay much attent ion tuh a woman an ' 
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when he go tuh sleep dere , an ' she sprinkle dat ovah him . An '  after she sprinkle 
dat ovah him he goin ' leave her alone . He won ' t  come back to her house no mo ' .  

3 INGREDIENTS :  WHISKEY - VINEGAR - ROCK CANDY - WOMAN 
SPRINKLES OVER SLEEPING MAN TO KEEP HIM FROM RETURNING 

(What do you mean a man 
doesn ' t  pay much atten
tion to a woman? What 
do you mean by that? )  
Well , some mens doesn ' t 

a woman when dey come tuh dere house . 
Yo ' know, think dat dey [not ] go in ' do 

pay much attention tuh 
Dey j es '  know dere [ they are ]  at home . 
anything to harm ' em .  [ Florence ,  S .  Car . , 

(132 2 ) , 2266 : 6 . ] 
13308 . Well , you take the hair off  the eat ' s  

piece that woman ' s got and wrench it [ rinse ]  out 
back and you take any dirty 
in some clear water . Take that 

3 INGREDIENTS :  HAIR FROM eAT ' S  BACK - RINSE OUT DIRTY 
PIECE OF HERS - AND WAR WATER - INTO RIVER - NO MAN 

cat hair and that water 
and war water and throw 
it in the river . She 
keep no j ob nowhere , 

she can keeps no husband no time .  [New Orleans , 
13309 . Use de thresher [ thrasher ] feet . 

La . , ( 816) , 115 7 : 2 . ] 

(The feet from a thrasher , the bird . What do you do with those? ) 
Yo ' take an ' put that in a bottle . Yo ' bottle dat wit chure hair , an ' put 

milk in it , an ' yo ' put love powders in dere , an ' put sulphur in it , an ' put red 
peppah in it , an ' yo ' work it up airtight , an ' dat ' ll do de work den . Dat will 

THRASHER : FEET OF THI S BIRD IN BOTTLE - VICTIM ' S HAIR 
MILK - LOVE POWDERS - SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - CORK - PUT 
IN NORTH OR EAST CORNER OF GARDEN - LEAVE OR GO CRAZY 

run ' em away . 
(What do you do with 
that bottle ? )  
Yo ' take dat bottle 
an ' put it in de no ' th 

or de east corner of de garden.  Yeah , dat ' ll make him leave , or if yo ' wanta 
run him crazy , that will run him away . [Wilson , N. Car . , (1513) , 2686 : 12 . ] 

13310 . Dey kin take yo ' bath water - like you washes , yo ' know. Dey take 
dat . Like dey have to have somepin from yo ' ,  dey kin take dat and take a pair 

TIDEWATER - THROW INTO WHEN GOING OUT - PERSON ' S  BATH 
WATER OR CLOTHES - MIND GOES AND COMES WITH THE T IDE 

of socks of yours . And 
dey have to throw it in 
de tide going out . When 
it comin ' up it ain ' t no 

good , when it goin '  back down ev ' ry time it come up , you ' ll be all right , but 
when it goin ' back down , yo ' mind goin ' j es '  dataway . I see all dat happen .  I 
see dat an ' know dat ' s  a fact . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (near 535 ) , 64 7 : 4 . ] 

1 3311 . Take an ' write de 42nd Psalms on a tin p late an ' sleep with it under 
her haid , or his haid , an ' dey will return . 

(That is to bring a man back or  a woman back . ) 
Yes .  [Waycross  1 7 7 8 : 2 . ] 
13312 . A felon , yo ' take de live toad[rog an ' split him open an ' stick 

yore finger right in him , an ' it will cure it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1499) , 
2667 : 18 . ] 

13313 . Git choo some chewin ' tobaccah an ' j is '  
' baccah an ' chew it - dem fo ' corners yo ' chew it . 

TOBACCO : CUT SQUARE OR OBLONG PIECE - CHEW OFF THE 
4 CORNERS - REMAINDER KEEP IN POCKET - ASK FOR JOB 

one . [Years ago the old plug tobacco was cut into 

break off fo ' corners of dat 
Then put de other piece in 

your pocket , an • go clown 
there whereso.ever you 
suppose to git a job an '  
he ' ll purtty near give yo ' 

oblong pieces as purchased . 
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This is an unusual four corner rite , my only example of  it . ]  [Wilmington , N . 
Car . , (235 ) , 160 : 7+85 . ] 

13314 . You knows tobacco . Well , yo ' kin pull de ' bacco off  de stems an ' git 
a bunch of stems an ' whup [whip ] ' em [ a  child who wets the bed ] j es '  whup ' em 
with it 9 times . [ Richmond , (404 , Humpadee , female root doctor) , 358 : 8 . ] 

13315 . To get a j ob ,  chew tobacco and spit some o f  it into the back o f  the 
boss ' s  automobile . [ Presumably a part of you , saliva , rides with him constantly 
as a reminder . This sort of thing I have considered individual rather than gen
erally used rites . ] [Washington, D . C . , ( 631) , 813 : 7 . ] 

13316 . Take t obaccah an ' put it in a p int of whiskey an ' let it stay in dere 
till dat p int of  whiskey eat up dat tobaccah . Den take it down tuh give to ' em , 
dey ' ll stop . 

(To stop somebody from drinking [ alcohol ] . )  [ Fayetteville , ( 1428) , 25 7 7 : 13 . ] 
13317 . De cigar ashes - de same as ah walk in tuh take a drink . Ah ' m  used 

tuh drinkin ' heavy . Why dey ' d take de cigar ashes an ' empty it into de stuff 
[ alcohol ] an ' it would make me s ick . An ' if ah git ovah dat ah wouldn ' t  have 
no taste  for any ag ' in ,  because it supposed tuh have double de power after yo ' 
put dat cigar ashes into it . [This is believed everywhere . ]  [ Florence , (1286) , 
2184 : 7 . ] 

13318 . They smoke c igars and put de cigar ashes in de whiskey , and if you 
drink enough of it , that ' ll run you crazy . [This in some form is believed 
everywhere . ] [Richmond , ( 350) , 391 : 3 . ] 

13319 . Knock it in de whiskey . 
(The ashes from the cigar? ) 
Yes , knock it in de whiskey . Shake it up good an ' let de whiskey - it will 

eat de ashes up an ' yo ' cain ' t tell it wuz in dere . An ' den yo ' give her a 
drink of  it . An ' ah don ' t care how much - right den an ' dere dat ' s  de end of  
her . [Memphis ( 15 30) , 2737 : 11 . ] 

---13320 . [Put it in a toby , you know, somepin like that . 
(What ' s  a toby? ) 
I t  somep in make up with a lot of different things , I don ' t know . [This was 

the f irst time I had heard the word toby used , something evidently a synonym for 
a hand. What did a small j ug or mug in the shape of a stout old man wearing a 
three-cornered hat have to do with a magic obj ect carried or kept for a special 
purpo se? I had not heard this word on the East Coast of  the Southern States . 
Though I suspected and soon knew the meaning of the word , it was a long time be
fore I learned the word was of African - origin and had no connect ion with the 
well-known English toby . I was so interest ed in toby , I forgot to explain that 
second word it ! What it , evidently an ingredient , was put in the toby ? ] [Vicks
burg , Miss . ,  ( 715) , 984 : 2 . ] 

13321 . Well , you go an ' get a dog teeth [ tooth] an ' tie it on a string , an ' 
t ie it around it ' s  [ the teething baby ' s neck] an ' then you take an ' go to the 
store an ' get some sweet sp irits o f  nitre an ' j es '  rubs all on the [baby ' s ]  gum. 
[Richmond , (404 , Humpadee , female root doctor) , 360 : 3 . ] 

TOOTH LOST BY YOU - FINDER BORES HOLE THROUGH - WEARS 
ON STRING ABOUT WAIST - WOMAN TO LEFT - MAN TO RIGHT 
FINDER CAN MAKE LOSER DO ANYTHING SHE OR HE WANTS 

take yo ' and j es '  tell you to do somepin and whether 
[ they ] could t ell you to do it , and you do it . 

13322 . Take a teeth 
[ tooth] and dey bore a 
hole through it and dey 
wear it around dere 
wais t . And dey could 

you wanta do it or not ,  

(They take this person ' s tooth, whom they want to use like that . )  
Dey could wear it on dere left s ide , if it was a woman ; and if it was a man 
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dey would wear it on dere right side . [Choppy recording . ]  [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(562) ' 699 : 4 . ] 

1332 3 .  In dem times dey used to bury 
an ' dey say , "Well , we goin ' away . "  Dat 

TREASURE BURIED - MAN LEFT TO WATCH IT 

lot sa money . Dey takes a person ' long 
person whut chew carry ' long say , 
"Well , dat ' s  fine . "  
So , "Well , we go in ' away . Would j oo 
watch dis money fo ' us? "  
An ' j est  soon yo ' say , "Yes , ah ' ll 
watch it , "  somebody have a sword , 

sompin lak dat concealed , an ' cut chure haid right off . See , t ime yo ' says , 
"Yes , ah ' ll watch it , "  dey cuts chure haid right off  an ' put it down in dere 
wit dat money . Dat ' s  so nobody would go an ' git it . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1031) t 167 7 : 8 . ] 

13324 . In de ole days dere 
put money down unless dey have 

nevah wuz nobody , as ah really evah know of , dat 
somebody take keer of  it . 

TREASURE BURIED - WATCHED BY HUMAN BLOOD 
Well , dey always - yo ' know , not in 
our days anytime . Dey don ' t do dat 
now. But ah wuz learned dat dey have 

tuh kill someone an ' de blood of dat individual have tuh be somewhere neah roun ' 
dat money tuh take care of  it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1375) , 2438 : 8 . ] 

13325 . I t  some kind of  a rod dey got an ' dey say wha ' evah way dat rod turn 
it won ' t turn until yo ' git right whar de money is . An ' it will - dat needle 
point right down whar de money buried at , an ' dey go dere an ' dig it up . [Way
cross , Ga . , (1077 ) , 1 74 6 : 1 . ] 

13326 . De way ah ' ve heard it now, dey split 
ling . Dey j es '  split dat tree an ' yo ' kin take 

de tree - a little small sap-
de trimmin ' .  Jes ' lak yo ' split 

TREE : THIS IS A VERSION OF THE WELL-KNOWN SPLIT-TREE 
OR SPLIT-SAPLING RITE BELONGING TO FOLK MEDICINE 
SPLIT A SAPLING - LET ILL CHILD CRAWL THROUGH SPLIT 
TIE UP SPLIT - GROWS TOGETHER AGAIN - CHILD IS HEALED 
HAVING LEFT DISEASE IN SAPLING - LIKEWISE IN PRESENT 
RITE WOOD FROM CENTER OF SAPLING SEW INTO LOVED ONE ' S  
CLOTHES - AFTER SAPLING GROWS TOGETHER - 2 PERSONS DIE 

it - yo ' split de tree 
an ' yo ' cut out inside 
dere . Yo ' take yore 
pocketknife an ' yo ' cut 
out de trimmin ' outa 
dere . An ' den yo ' take 
dat trimmin ' an ' den yo ' 
go an ' yo ' - j es '  lak a 
person dat chew see dat 

chew kere [ care ] fo ' lak dat . Well yo ' take de trimmin ' outa dat an ' yo ' slip 
it in some of his clothes - yo ' know , anywhere in de individual ' s  clothes dat 
he wears regularly . Yo ' understand , sew it up in his bindin ' an ' dey tell me 
dat ' ll bind two [ one ) couple together [you know] make dem cleave to one another . 
Dat ' s  fur as ah evah hear of  dat . 

(What does that tree do then? ) 
Well , dat tree grows - yo ' know, hit ' ll go back together , yo ' understand me . 

[Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1135 ) , 1846 : 4 . ] 
1332 7 . Sometimes they would get some of  your hair and burn it up , or trick 

it in some way , and make you lose your mind . This and the following example are 
two early appearances of the words triak and triaking . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , 
informant 22 . ]  

1332 8 .  We call it triaking . 
{413) t 45 : 3 . ] 

[Balt imore , informant from Arundel Co . ,  Md . ] ,  

13329 . You go out here an ' git this trumpet root . That ' s  a root that grows 
it don ' t grow now ' ere roun ' here . It grows in the middle of  a pond . When you 
git to that trumpet it ' s  like a bugle . I t ' s  about that long [4 feet ] , it s tays 
green winter an ' summer . You take that trumpet root an ' you pour some water in 
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it [the flower ] from a pump . Nuthin mus ' be but de pump . An ' take that water 

TRUMPET ROOT - GROWS IN MIDDLE OF POND - NOT AROUND 
HERE - TRUMPET LIKE BUGLE - LATTER ABOUT 4 FEET LONG 
GREEN WINTER AND SUMMER - POUR PUMP WATER INTO FLOWER 
DRY - BOIL TRUMPET ROOT ALL TOGETHER - TAKE A DRINK 
GO TO CAPTAIN AND ASK FOR A JOB - UNABLE TO IDENTIFY 
'�DDLE OF POND" MAY BE MYSTIC ROOT SPECIALLY SOLD 

an ' bo il it . Yo ' see , 
yo ' boil that trumpet 
root all together . Well, 
when yo ' g it that water , 
yo ' bottle it up an ' 
take a drink . An ' take 
that trumpet an ' cut it 
up , an ' put it out there 

an' let it git dry . Either put it in de stove an ' let it dry . Well , yo ' powder 
dat up . Yo ' take that then an ' yo ' go to captain : "Captain , I ' m out of a j ob 
an '  I wan ' a j ob . "  Put some that [ dust ] on yo ' [and take a drink of  trumpet-root 
tea before you go ] an ' yo ' got a j ob .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (328) , 264 : 3+85 . ]  

1333 0 .  To drink turpentine in warm water will kill cu�iure ins ide of you . 
[Wilmington 236+85 . ]  

13331 . Either make a cross with turpent ine on the soles of  your feet � put 
3 drops of turpentine in each shoe as a protection agains t aunjure . [Newport 
News 502 : 4 . ] 

13332 . Take a teaspoonful of sulphur , tablespoonful of salt , and 9 drops of  
turpentine to � or protect against aunjure . [ Elizabeth City 394 : 4 . ] 

13333 . Ah heard that chew could take spirits of  turpentine an ' ' noint chure 
shoe sole with it , an ' de dogs nevah kin trail yo ' .  [Known everywhere . ] [Wil
son , (149 7) , 2666 : 9 . ]  

13334 . (How would you fix [ put a spell on ] her? ) 
Well , ah tell you . Ah ' d  ketch me a little sparrah - see , ketch me a little 

sparrah alive , and ah ' ll git me a little fat from a cow or fat from hog - somp in 

TWO-BIRDS RITE : SPARROW AND MOCKINGBIRD - FRY IN 
GREASE - POUR GREASE ON PIECE OF NEW HOMESPUN - WRAP 
IN ANOTHER PIECE OF CLOTH - SEW UP WITH NEW NEEDLE 
AND THREAD - PUT IN MATTRESS  - UNDER WHERE SHE SLEEP 
THROW HEARTS COLOGNE AND SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER IN 
FRONT OF AND BEHIND HER - SHE WILL THINK WORLD OF ME 

like dat - or fat from a 
chicken , eny kin ' fat 
chew know to make some 
grease an ' fry dese birds , 
see . I ' ll git dem fat an ' 
ah ' ll fry dem birds , see . 
Fry dem birds an ' ah ' ll 
take a little p iece of  

new homespun cloth , see . An ' ah ' ll take dat homespun an ' ah ' ll take dat grease , 
an '  pour it onto dat homespun , see . An '  af ter ah take dat an ' pour ' em onto 
dat homespun , why ah ' ll git ano ther [ O . K . ] p iece of cloth an ' ah ' ll wrap [wrap ] 
it see . An '  den ah ' ll take a needle an ' a spool of  thread wot [what ] nevah been 
used an ' sew dat up . See , sew it up tight with dat cloth wit de grease on it , 
so it can ' t even ket ch air . An ' ah ' ll stick dat in de mattress right where she 
sleep at , see . Ah ' ll g it a little Hearts Co logne an ' den ah ' ll put a little 
sweet spirit of  niter , see . An '  ah ' ll pour a little bit of dat on her , see . 

(On the woman herself . )  
Throw a little sweet spirit of niter in front of her and a lit tle Hearts 

Cologne in her back, on her right shoulder . An ' she ' ll think the world , de sun 
rise an '  [ go ]  down on me . 

(That is the [ another ] way you will get her . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (511) , 
576: 1. ] 

13335 . (Were you born here in Louisiana? ) 
Bo, I was born in McComb C ity , Miss issipp i .  
� City . How did you happen to learn some of these things? ) 
I had it did to me , an ' I ' se went to - to them two-headed people and they 

told .e wbat they did . Some of ' em will take you fo ' p ity ' s  sake and some of 
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them felt so  sorry for  me , you understand . 
13336 . (What kind of people? ) 
Two-headed people de ' call them . 

[New Orleans , La . , (818) , 116 8 : 4 . ] 

(TWo-headed peop le . ) [Richmond (422)  514 : 6 . ]  
13337 . Before you leave this house , you take - you slip [ steal ] one of her 

teddies , you see , before you leave this house . And when you slip - you fold it 

UNDERWEAR: MAN LEAVING HOME HIDES WOMAN ' S  TEDDIES UNDER 
RIGHT FRONT HOUSE-PILLAR - SHE IMPOTENT FOR OTHER MEN 

up tight , tight , and 
yo ' go - j ust  as you 
go out of the house ,  
you put i t  up under 

the p illar - on the right hand s ide - as you go out of the house ,  you put it on 
that s ide, up under the p illar and leave it there , and she ain ' t going to have 
the cOUPage to fool with nobody else while you be gone . [Courage here means 
sexual ability . Until he returns she is sexless ! ]  

(Do you put it under his p illow or her pillow? ) 
No , up under the house pillar . 
(Oh , up under the house p illar . I see . ) [As I have said numerous times 

these small houses on low- • • lands set a foot or more aboveground upon five 
stones or other obj ects • • • like this the perfect form for a quincunx rite . ] 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 859 ) , 1368 : 6 . ] 

13338 . You take her - you take 
that she wears , you know, that you 

a pair of her step ins or her hose , whatever 
wanta take. You take them and you put ' em -

UNDERWEAR : MAN LEAVING HOME - TAKES WOMAN ' S STEPINS 
PUTS IN THEM HER NAME 9 TIMES - PAPER FOLDED TO HIM 
9 TIMES - THEN LAYS GARMENT BETWEEN MATTRESS  AND 
BOXSPRING - NO MAN WILL WORRY HER IN HIS ABSENCE 

say if you got two mat
tress [mattres s on box 
spring s ] on the bed . You 
write her name down there 
nine t imes and you lay it 
in between there and you 

fold her - whatever you go t  to you - nine t imes . You take you a piece of paper 
and you lay it  on the spring , and you lay this to you and then you put the mat
tress  back down over that and you go anywhere you want . And I ' ll guarantee you 
ain ' t  no man in the world going go in there and wo rry her whilst you gone - and 
she ain ' t going to think about any o ther man . See . [New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 
1371 : 4 . ] 

13339 . There ' s  but one thing he can do - he can take his wife , take any 
piece of her underwear , any p iece of her underwear and wrap that up . Just  take 

it and fold it and 
UNDERWEAR: MAN MAKES AN "X" WRITING WOMAN ' S  NAME 
ACROSS IT - WRAP PAPER WITH CROSSED NAME IN ANY PIECE 
OF HER UNDERWEAR - HIDE ANYWHERE ABOUT BED - DURING HIS 
ABSENCE SHE WILL BE IN NO MOOD TO FOOL WITH NO MAN 

wrap it up late at 
night . Before he 
wraps it , take her 
name and wrap her 
name - write her 

Dame - make an "X" [ a cross ] and write her name across that "X" [ her name is 
�ssed]  and wrap it in her underwear , and wrap it good , and put it anywhere 
about her bed , with her name written in it . And put it anywhere about her bed 
where she don ' t find it , until he gets back. And she ain ' t going to be in no 
.aod to fool wi th no man . She ain ' t going to be in no mood to fool with no 
sm . [New Orleans , La . , { 828) , 1220 : 1 . ] 

13340 . Soiled underwear , cut out crutch [or  crouch ] or wash it and put dirty 
water in bottle , keep in home or � it or � it [ for  love ] . [Memphis ( 962 )  
1551 : 8 . ] 

13341 . Cut out p iece from seat o f  dirty underwear and wear in either shoe , 
control man . [Memphis ( 965 ) 1558 : 2 . ] 
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13342 . Woman sleeps on man ' s soiled underwear to 
away from other woman . [Memphis (960) 1545 : 14 . ] 

1334 3 .  She gets his underwear , cuts seat out and 
bring him back. [Memphis ( 961)  1550 : 1 . ] 

13344 . A �  can take a woman ' s  dirty underpiece 
[Memphis ( 960) 1545 : 13 . ] 

hold him or to break him 

buries at doorstep to 

and bury it and kill her . 

13345 . For love , I ' ll tell you w ' a '  you kin do . 
yellah homespun , split it , take it now. Well , take 

You kin take a piece of 
your chamber lye , dat you 

use over dat night -
make over dat night . URINE : FROM OVERNIGHT - HEAT - SPLIT PIECE OF YELLOW 

HOMESPUN - WIPE UNDER BOTTOMS OF LEFT AND RIGHT FEET 
IN LEFT AND RIGHT ARMPITS - AT PUBIC REGION - THIS 
HOMESPUN PUT IN BOTTLE SIZE OF LITTLE FINGER - POUR 
HEATED URINE IN - ADD 9 PINCHES OF LOVE POWDER 
9 DROPS OF HEARTS COLOGNE - 9 PINCHES OF SPICE 
STOP UP TIGHT - PUT 9 DROPS IN ANY FOOD MAN EATS 
AND HE WILL GIVE YOU ANYTHING YOU WANT AND LOVE YOU 

You take dat an ' heat it 
in a little pan .  Take 
dis piece of  homespun , 
wipe it under your left
foot bottom .  Wipe it 
under your right [ -foot 
bottom]  with dis p iece 
of homespun . An' den , 

after you do dat , you take it an ' wipe it under dis [ demonstrates the left ] arm, 
an ' wipe it under this [ demonstrates right ] arm. After you do dat , you wipe 
down dere [at  pubic region ] . After you do dat , why you take a lit tle bottle 
about dat long [ shows a little finger ] a l it tle vial . An ' push dat homespun , 
put it down in dere . Take dis water [ urine ] w ' ere [what ] you heat , pour it into 
dere . An '  take nine p inch of love powder , nine drops of  Heart Colognes [Hearts 
Co logne ] an ' nine p inch of spice . Why you kin put dat in dere , into dis bottle , 
an ' s top it up t ight . And any t ime you wan ' a ,  it ' ll make you come . Put dat in 
some applesauce , peas , or anything , nine drops  every time ,  an ' he ' ll give you 
j is '  w ' a '  chao want an ' love you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 320) , 25 2 : 5+85 . ]  

13346 . They take your water , you see , they stop it up in a little bottle . 
And after they stop it up , they take it and lay it up over a door where you walk 

THEY STOP UP YOUR URINE IN SMALL BOTTLE - LAY IT OVER 
DOOR THROUGH WHICH YOU WALK - AFTER YOU WALK UNDER IT 
9 DAYS - THEY THROW IT INTO RIVER TO STOP YOUR URINE 

under , and let chew walk 
under it so many morn
ings . I think it ' s  9 
mornings . After 9 morn-
ings - you see , you 

don ' t move it no more ,  it s tay where you put it . And they say take it and carry 
down to the river and throw it overboard . That ' ll stop you from making water . 
[Richmond , Va . , ( 340) , 3 7 2 : 3 . ] 

1334 7 .  Well , they can take that chamber lye , that [ is ]  the urine , get some 
cinnamon and some sugar , and mix that lye [ urine ] up with it [ 3  ingredient s ]  but 

3 INGREDIENTS : URINE - CINNAMON - SUGAR - IN BOTTLE 
DON ' T  SPIT IN IT - THAT KILLS IT - SEE NOS . l05 7-1059 
VOL . I - THROW BOTTLE WHERE IT CANNOT BE FOUND - AFTER 
URINE EVAPORATES - MAN CANNOT LEAVE WOMAN DOING THIS 

you got to be sure that 
you didn ' t  sp it in it 
because the sp it would 
cause it not to work. 
And put in a bottle . 
And they throw the bot-

tle most anywhere , anywhere you couldn ' t 
lye will dry up , it will come to be j us t  
if you want t o  leave me , you couldn ' t do 
leans , La . ,  ( 855) , 134 7 : 8 . ] 

find it . And after awhile that chamber 
the empty bottle - it evaporates . And 
it . That ' s  to hold a man . [New Or-

13348.  ( If you want to get a j ob from the boss , you try to get hold of some 
of his chamber lye and put it in a bottle airtight , and take it home and keep 
it . And that will make him l ike you and eventually he will give you a j ob? ) 
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Yes . [A  pencil note of mine reads : 
URINE OF BOSS BOTTLED AND KEPT FOR JOB "Something must have gone before . 

Something did go before but machine 
was not turned on . I am repeat ing as near as possible what informant had said . 
To bo ttle the boss ' s urine is  a rare rite indeed ! ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1509) , 
267 7 : 5 . ] 

13349 . Ef  dey kin git holt [hold ] of yo ' chamber Zye , [ you ] know whut dey do 
wit it? Dey take it an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it up airtight . Dey puts 

URINE : PUT IN BOTTLE WITH 9 NEEDLES - LIVE SPIDER AND 
WEB - AIRTIGHT BOTTLE - BURY AT LEAST 2 FEET - IMPEDES 
URINATION - GET A GOOD ROOT DOCTOR OR BE A BURNT BABY 

9 needles in dere f irs t 
wit it an ' dey put -
git a sp ider . Yo ' know 
whut a spider is -
crawls on de wall .  Dey 

git a spider an ' put it in dere [ the bot tle ] an ' dey put some spider web in it , 
an '  dey stop it [bottle ] up airtight an ' bury it down - nuthin under 2 feet . 
An '  it will lock yore bowels an ' everything up . [Several times in HOODOO I have 
explained the confusion between bowels and bladder , the present rite Zocking the 
bladder . ] An ' yo ' ain ' t goin ' git rid of dat unless yo '  git a root doctor [who ] 
know whut to do . YO ' JES ' BURNT� DAT 'S ALL - YO ' JES ' A BURNT BABY. [Once 
again , confusion between bladder and bowels was not rare . ] [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(549) , 68 7 : 3 . ] 

13350 . All r ight , he wanta pee . Ah let him come on it , heah ' s  a bucket . 
Well , ah [woman ] give him a bucket tuh pee in . Maybe ah ain ' t got no slop j ar 

WOMAN KEEPS 9 DAYS IN BOTTLE - MAN ' S  URINE MADE ONCE 
IF SHE THEN BURIES BOTTLE - HE ' S  COMING BACK TO LOVE 

an ' ah g ive him a bucket 
tuh pee in . Well , ah 
ain ' t  goin '  pee in dat 
dere . [ This is a fre

quent statement in these rites , urine on top of another urine destroys the power 
of first urine . Similarly spit into urine kills latter ' s  potency . ]  Ah take 
his watah an ' po ' it in a bottle an ' ah keep it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Maybe ah ' ll 
bury it , understan ' . He done comin ' back. If ah love him, he comin ' back.  
(Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 26) , 2724 : 2 . ] 

1335 1 .  Well , dey tell me a person ' s  chambah Zye - yo ' takes a p erson ' s 
chambah Zye - do yo ' mean tuh do good or do harm? 

URINE - BOTTLE WITH 9 NEW NEEDLES - ALTERNATING 
POINTS UP AND DOWN - BURY WHERE VICTIM WALKS 
CAUSES BLADDER TROUBLE - TO MAKE MAN STAY HOME 
BOTTLE 3 INGREDIENTS :  HIS URINE - SALT - SUGAR 
XEEP BOTTLE UNDER BED OR IN DARK CORNER OF ROOM 

(Either one . Tell one f irst 
and then the other . )  
Well , yo ' ll take a person ' s 
chambah Zye an ' yo ' put nine 
needles in dat chambah lye , 
brand-new needles . Yo ' stick 
one point down an ' one point 

up , one point down , until yo ' 
put dat chambah Zye - bury it 
' em  harm. 

g it all o f  ' em down in dere . Yo ' take dat an '  yo ' 

somewhere where dey kin walk ovah it . Dat will do 

(Well , j ust what would i t  do to them? ) 
Well - well , if yo ' wanta do good , now • • •  

(How would it harm them? ) 
Well , dat would harm ' em, dat would ketch ' em in dere bladdah .  Dat ' s  d e  way 

dat ' 11 harm dem , swell dem up down in heah . 
(How do they do them good , do you say , with chamber Zye ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat chambah Zye , if s yo ' want a man tuh s tay home , take dat 

chambah Zye wit some salt an ' some sugah an ' yo ' stop dat up . An' yo ' put dat 
undah de haid of yore bed , somewheres neah yore bed , or in a dark cornah in yore 
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room - anywhere lak dat . Dat will make him s tay home an ' quit runnin ' an ' rev
in ' aroun ' . Dat ' ll make him stay home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 13 96 ) , 2511 : 1 . ] 

URINE MADE AT NIGHT = NIGHT WATER : IN THIS URINE 
BOIL 3 ROOTS : SNAKEROOT - CHERRY BARK - CHEROKEE 
CORK THIS BOILED URINE IN BOTTLE - BURY HEAD DOWN 
VICTIM WHOSE WATER WAS BOILED CANNOT MAKE WATER 

13352 . Dey git different 
root an ' cork ' em down in a 
bottle an ' bury ' em • • •  

(And bath water? ) 
And - dat ' s  right -
bury ' em ,  and after 

' em you either stop up dere night water [or bath water ] you understand , 
git a pain in de head - sompin like dat . Dey cork dem dat way . 

(I 'm speaking now of the water you take a bath in. ) 

and you 
you bury 
or dey 

I understand. You mean de water that you taking washing in . Can ' t  do nuthin 
[no hoodoo ] wit dat . 

(But this water , the night water? ) 
Dat it [you can do something with that ] you kin bury dat . 
(Well , what sort of root do you put with that? )  
De ' goes out and gits somepin dey calls snakeroot . Snakeroot for a pain in 

de stomach - sompin like dat . Yo ' go roun ' an ' yo ' gits cherry bark and chero
kee [ cherokee rose? ] you understand , and you bile [boil ] dat together and yo ' 
put dat together , de ' fool around wit chew an ' put dat in yo ' water ,  yo ' under
stand , an ' dey ' ll cork dat bottle an ' bury it . 

(What do they do with the head after they cork it? How do you put it , down? ) 
[SORRY FOR THAT SLIP OF MINE! ]  
Turn de head down. 
( I  see . Do you leave the water run out or j us t  tight? ) 
[I WAS STILL A LITTLE INEXPERIENCED AT CHARLESTON, BUT MY LEADING QUESTION 

IS IGNORED. ] 
No , you have it fix so de water can ' t run out . 
(I  see , that will keep you from making water . )  
Yes . [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (526) , 632 : 2 . ] 
13353 . Take dere ahamber Zye an ' let it set fa ' days an ' put it in a brown 

bottle an ' bury it undah de steps , an ' den dat ' ll run ' em away from home . Dat 
run de man away . 

URINE - OF MAN AND WOMAN IN BROWN BOTTLE - UNDER 
STEPS - DRIVES MAN ACROSS WATER - WILL NEVER RETURN 

(Whose ahamber Zye do you 
put in the bottle? ) 
Yore s .  Mix some of yores 

and some of deres together - some of  de woman ' s  an ' some de man ' s  together . An '  
den dat ' ll drive him ' way from home . It st ill make him go ' cross watah an ' 
nevah come back. [Either informant dropped something out of this rite or the 
desire of the magician is sufficient . There are other examples of 2 persons 
buried together , giving victim a sense of security . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1378) , 
244 7 : 8 . ] 

13354 . They put your urine in a bottle , stop it up , and bury it "to de north 
corner of de world , your stomach will swell up" .£!_ "you can ' t make no water . "  
[Washington , D . C .  823 : 3 . ] 

13355 . They bottle your urine , write your name 3 times on paper , put in 
bottle ,  and bury at front door where you walk over it . You will suffer with 
ailments .  [Washington , D . C .  82 7 : 7 . ] 

1335 6 .  Woman puts man ' s nature [ semen o r  urine ] in 
When he leaves she turns bottle upside down so that it 
brings him back and keep s him from other woman . While 
bot tle upright . [Richmond 339 : 1 . ] 

a bottle with perfume . 
stands on its head . This 
he is with her she stands 

13357 . If  a woman bottles some of a man ' s urine with gunpowder and sweet 
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milk , and s its it in a corner , she has him cornered as long as she wants him . 
[Norfolk 491 : 2 . ] 

1335 8 .  Yo ' take it [urine ] an ' put it in a bottle an ' throw it  in de rivah , 
a runnin ' s tream.  He go wit de wind . 

(You put his chamber lye in that bottle? ) 
Yeah . [New Orleans (1560)  2882 : 4 . ] 
1335 9 .  Dey could take de watah [urine ] an ' put i t  into a bottle an ' stop it 

up tight an ' carry it , an '  dat would cut chure watah - stop yore watah . [Wilson 
(14 9 7 )  2671 : 3 . ] 

13360 . They said dey could take yore chamber lye an ' put it into a bottle 
an ' bury it under yore steps . Well , dey say dat would kill yo ' sometime or 
hurt chew, yo ' walk ovah it . Why dey got it dressed . Why dat hurt chew some
time . [Brunswick (1185 ) 1998 : 12 . ] 

13361 . If  a man bottles his own urine and buries it under his own doorstep , 
any man coming to the house during his absence will become impotent if he cross
es that door . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  9 : 6 . ] 

13362 . A man before going to work in the morning can sprinkle salt and pep
per around door and make a wish , or [ and ] can throw urine out the window . This 
he does to keep other men away : they won ' t  have any nature for his wife or wo
�' she won ' t have any nature for them . [Richmond 349 : 1 . ] 

1336 3 .  She wipes man off with dish rag , nails it under doors ill , and urin
ates on it . This is to hold him and to bring him back and keep him from other 
women . [ If you walk over or under any part of your body or anything touched 
by your body , you are in the power of the person performing the rite . ]  [ Rich
mond 302 : 12 . ]  

13364 . If dere ' s a man left 
back, an ' she ' s done ever ' thin ' 

a woman an ' is gone an ' she ca�n ' t  make him come 
she wants tub do tuh make him come back . She ' ll 

URINE HERS - SEMEN HIS - MIX IN FLOUR DOUGH - TIE IN 
HANDKERCHIEF - DROP INTO ONE OF HER STOCKINGS - CRUSH 
STOCKING UP - PUT IN CORNER BEHIND DOOR - NEVER SWEEP 
OUT - IN 9 DAYS MAN RETURNS HOME - IF MAN LEFr TOWN 
AND SHE CANNOT GET HIM BACK - SHE USES ANOTHER MAN 
MOST UNUSUAL - BUT INFORMANT RELIABLE - WHO CAN QUESTION 
HOODOO IS PLIABLE - NOT LAWS OF THE MEDES AND PERSIANS 

have tuh go tuh de 
man an ' git de man 
tuh come tuh her 
house , an '  aftah he 
come tuh her house , 
see , she takes him 
in dere an '  she 
takes an ' has intah
co ' sin ' wit him. 

Well , she ' ll have intahcos ' wit dis man an ' she ' ll git some o f  her urinate , 
some of  her [his ] s tuff . An '  she takes it an ' she takes a lil ' piece of  flour 
dough , an ' she mixes it all up wit it . An '  takes it an ' t ie it up in a pocket  
han ' ke ' ch ' ef  an ' drops it in one of her stockin ' s .  She crush d e  stockin ' all 
up an ' put s it in de cornah behin ' de do ' ,  an ' den nevah sweeps it out . An '  as 
long as dat s tay dere - she let it stay dere fo ' 9 days . In dem 9 days time , 
say he ' ll come tuh de house . In 9 days t ime no mattah how fur he is away , i f  
he kin git dere in 9 days he ' ll be dere in dem nine days .  

(This man has to come to her house f irst? ) 
Yassuh , [ otherwise ] some o thah - she have tuh git some othah man tuh come tuh 

her house . 
(Some other man would come , so she could get this other man to come back? ) 
Yassuh , j es '  lak ah went off  an ' left a girl an ' den wouldn ' t  come back tuh 

her , she ' ll git some o thah man tuh come tuh her house tuh be with her so she 
could git chance tub git some stuf f [ semen ] from him . She mix it in flour 
dough , tie it up in a piece of  han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' drop it in one her stockin ' s ,  
tie de s tockin ' up an ' throw it behin ' de do ' ,  de do ' dat he comes in all de 
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time , an ' dey say in 9 days t ime he ' ll be back. 
(1438) , 2604 : 3 . ] 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

13365 . Well , yo ' kin use it . Some use it fo ' 
de men . Mostly women use it fo ' patches fo ' men s 

URINE AS PATCH [ PIECE WORN ] OR HIDE [HIDDEN PIECE ] 
MOSTLY WOMEN USE THEM TO KEEP MEN HOME - OR IF MEN 
AWAY - TO BRING THEM BACK BY HIDE WHERE THEY SLEPT 

j es '  patches , understand , fo ' 
prob ' ly might put it on dere 

clothes , understan ' in dey 
inner garment or  somp in 
next to ' em .  Well , dis 
woman always uses her 
chambeP Zye , dey say . 

Washes dis p iece in dey chambeP Zye f irst an ' puts it near ' em in dey underwear 
or sompin lak dat , sompin dat ' s  closer to ' em .  Dat ' s  to keep dem [men ] at home , 
understan' , or even if de ' re [ they are ] gone away from home , dey use dis heah 
hide [ hidden p iece ] in an ' make ' em return home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 

URINE - ASAFETIDA - 10 NEEDLES - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 
WOMAN DOING THIS GOES OUT WITH MEN - MAN STAYS HOME 

2697 : 11 . 1 
13366 . Take chambeP Zye 
an ' assafedidee an ' bury 
that with ten needles an ' 
put that under their door-
step . 
(What is is supposed to do' 

you do , whether you want to do 
men s you see , an ' then anyt ime 
[Norfolk, Va . , ( 459 ) , 44 7 : 10 . ] 

That were supposed to make 
or not .  An '  she kin go off  an ' have her fun with 
you want to go out , you see , a big argument s tart . 

1336 7 .  I heard talk of  them using 
hoof  and you cut that up - no , it has 

the animal ' s  hoof . Well , you take the 
got to be a mule . Like they go around the 

URINE AND BEANS SOAKED TOGETHER OVERNIGHT - COOK WITH 
MULE-HOOF CUTTINGS - MAKES MAN SIMPLE - KIND TO HER 

blacksmith ' s  where be , 
been shoeing up animals 
and they cut his hoof 
off  - a portion of his 

hoof  off - every time they shoe him. They take a chunk of  that , see . And it 
gets very soft whenever you put it in anything hot .  And they will cook that 
perhaps with some beans . They cook that overnight in beans with the urine , 
that hoof  [ they soak the beans overnight in the urine ] and the next day they 
cook all that together . Well , that makes the man very s imple , and very kind 
to her . [New Orleans , La . , ( 809) , 1139 : 2 . ] 

13368 . If  yo ' wanta con ah a man , when he use de slop j ar at night , says if 
yo ' git dat an ' take it wit yo ' .  Git chew some , about three drops of  kerosene 

WOMAN TAKES MAN ' S  URINE FROM NIGHT SLOP JAR - 3 OR 4 
DROPS OF KEROSENE - FAIR AMOUNT OF SULPHUR - FACING 
STREAM THROW INTO WATER - TURN BACK - WALK AWAY - OR 
THROW OVER SHOULDER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - HE ' LL LEAVE 

about three or four drop s 
of kerosene in it . An '  
puts chew quite a bit of 
sulphur in dere , in dis 
water [ urine ] . An' say 
yo ' take dat an ' throw 

it in a stream of water , turn yore back, dey say , an ' walk away , or throw it 
over yore shoulder dis way [demonstrates ] an ' walk away . An '  say if yo ' home 
an ' dey don ' t want chew dere , why yo ' constantly will go away . [ S t .  Peters
burg s Fla . , ( 993) , 1603 : 1 . ] 

13369 . Yo ' kin take a aig . Yo ' kin take one aig an ' yo ' kin put dat aig 
intuh chambah Zye an ' let it lay fo ' 9 days , see . Well , den yo ' kin take dat 
aig s j es '  lak yo ' goin ' tuh fix a person . Well , yo ' go tuh fix ' em, well yo ' 
kin take dat aig aftah 9 days an ' yo ' kin take it an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  See . 
An '  if a person ' s aftah yo ' ,  well yo ' could - yo ' know - g it rid of  ' em .  
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URINE - KEEP BLACK HEN EGG IN 9 DAYS - VICTIM' S NAME 
ON EGG - THROW IT OVERBOARD - RUNS VICTIM CRAZY OR 
HE LEAVES TOWN - GOOD EXAMPLE OF DIGGING FOR MEANING 

(How do you throw that 
egg overboard? ) 
Yo ' throw it overbo ' d  tuh 
eithah run de person crazy 
or make ' em leave town .  
(Well , how do I know I ' ve 

got the right person? By j ust using that egg? What else do I do with that egg ? )  
Whut else? Well , ah don ' t know nuthin ' else except yo ' know, yo ' g o  some-

wheres an ' yo ' git information , see . 
(The egg is supposed to represent the person you are to send away? )  
Shore . 
(Well , how do I know it ' s  representing that person? ) 
Sign dere name on de aig . 
(Oh l Did you tell me that before? ) [Notice the answer . ]  
No , ah wasn ' t in heah befo ' tuh yo ' . 
(I  mean , did you tell me that a moment ago? ) _  
No . 
(Did you tell me you had s igned the egg? ) 
[Here is a good example of  working hard for information informant thinks you 

know . ] 
See , yo ' s ign dat person name on dat aig . 
(Any kind of  a chicken egg? ) 
Yeah, j es '  ole black hen aig . 
(You didn ' t  tell me that before , see . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . , (12 07a) , 2041 : 7 . ] 
13370 . Well , it ' s  lak if yo ' wanta have luck in business , yo ' wanta have 

luck in business , yo '  git chew some consecrated [ concentrated ] lye an ' yo ' save 

URINE - CONCENTRATED LYE - SUGAR - BOIL OUTDOORS 
SCRUB HOUSE - USUALLY FRONT TO BACK - FOR ROOMERS 

yo ' own chambah lye . If yo ' 
have roomahs in de house let 
dem save deres . See , j es '  
lak, yo ' tell ' em  fo ' in

stance whut chew want , yo ' know. Yo ' want tuh use it fo ' somep in or somepin lak 
dat . Git chure friends , if yo ' ain ' t runnin ' a roomin ' house , or e ithah fo ' yo ' 
self . Yo ' use yore chambah Zye an ' git chew some consecrated [ concentrated ] lye 
an '  git chew some sugah an ' put it in dere an ' boil it . See . An '  aftah it 
boils - yo ' gotta boil it outdo ' s , yo ' cain ' t boil it in de house - an ' scrub 
yore house all de way through wit it an ' yo ' ll have roomahs . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  
(1518) , 2696 : 7 . ] 

133 71 . Well , befo '  
befo ' sunrise - if yo ' 

sunrise in de morning - dat ' s  another luck proposition , 
got ta a ,  yourself or j es '  yore wife  or family , if yo ' got 

AS SUN RISES THROW URINE TOWARDS IT - LUCK THAT DAY 
a slop bucket dat dey use ,  
yo ' take dat slop bucket . 
No ! Yo '  do dat j es '  as de 

sun rise . Yo ' take dat slop bucket an ' go an ' throw on de ground whichever way 
de sun rise . Well dat will be yore lucky day . Yo ' can ' t help but have luck dat 
day . Yo ' do dat fo ' luck . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1031) , 1676 : 2 . ] 

1337 2 .  Take de hickory tree bark an ' beat it up right fine until it come tuh 
dust - beat it right fine . Beat it up right fine , j es '  keep abeatin ' it up 

M&R ' S  URINE ON CHEWING GUM TO WOMAN FOR LOVE 

take some Heart Perfume [ red heart s on label ] 
� a person . Dey ' ll always love ' em. 

(How do you give them that bark? ) 

right fine an ' turn roun ' an '  pee 
on dat bark . See . Let dat pee 
dry on dat bark . See . An' den 

an ' put on dat bark an ' give it 
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Well , yo ' see , yo ' take de bark an ' yo ' beat ' em up , see . Yo ' beat de bark 
up . Now listen an ' ah show yo ' . Yo ' beat de bark up good intuh a dust . All 
right , yo ' take a lil ' dat dus t ,  if yo ' got some chewin ' gum . See . Yo ' kin 
take an ' put it on dat chewin ' gum an ' seal back in de packet right good an ' 
nice , an ' say , "Have one . "  Well , see , she go tuh eatin ' dat , see . She eat in '  
dat bark an ' dat pee , dat yo ' got mixed up dere an ' she always love yo ' .  [Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1415 ) , 2548 : 6 . ] 

13373 . Ef  ah wanted a fren ' g irl , or somepin othah lak dat - a young girl ah 
wanta make an ' she left de candy or somep in lak dat . Well , ah kin take chamber 

URINE OF MAN ON CANDY OR CHEWING GUM TO WOMAN 
lye , a little thing lak dat , an ' 
ah kin give her , lessen she 
wise , yo ' see . Well , den , when 

ah put chamber lye on it , ah soon kin tackle her doum yo ' know - put mah han ' s 
on her . Well , ah put mah han ' s on her den . Ah kin give her dat chamber lye 
yo ' know, feed her on dat chamber lye - see lak chewin ' gum or candy , anything 
lak dat . Den ah kin git up to her an ' den it ' s  customary , if a man kin git up 
to a woman or sompin lak dat an ' put his han ' s on her , he believes he kin go 
further on , yo ' know . Yo ' understan ' . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1309) , 2214 : 3 . ] 

133 74 . Yo ' kin use dey chambah lye an ' boil it in his cof fee or use it in 
his tea , or eithah if he bringin ' his whiskey home , yo ' kin [ use ] it , but chew 

WOMAN BOILS HER URINE - LETS SET ABOUT 7 DAYS 
STRAINS - PUTS 5 DROPS IN HIS COFFEE - TEA 
OR WHISKEY - SHE DOES THIS TO KEEP HIM FROM ALCOHOL 

gotta boil yore chambah 
lye an ' let it set befo ' 
yo ' give it tuh him . See , 
let it set prob ' ly a week 
or somp in lak dat . An '  

den boil i t  an ' strain it by itself . See , af tah yo ' bo il yore own chambah lye , 
it forms a drugs [dregs ] lak in it , an ' yo ' po ' it off an ' strain it an ' po '  it 
den . Use it in his coffee , eithah in his tea , anything dat he drinks or eithah 
po ' it in his whiskey . Yo ' don ' have tuh po ' dat much . Ah say roun ' ' bout fo ' 
or five drops j es '  in dere tuh stop him from drinkin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 
2697 : 2 . ] 

13375 . Use chamber lye fo ' luck, chamber lye an ' lye . Scrub yore house all 
with that an ' throw it on yore front po ' ch an ' on yore yard , on de concrek in 
de front of  yore yard , where peoples have tuh walk acros s .  [Memphis 2695 : 8 . ] 

13376 . Save your urine for 9 mornin ' s  or nights , put salt and pepper in , 
sweep steps down , and sweep it up , repeat ing what you want done to bring person 
back. [Memphis 15 70 : 13 . ] 

----1337 7 .  Joo j is '  take yah ole bucket an ' urinate in it , choo know , ev ' ry 
mawnin '  dat choo git up . Don ' t waste none of it . An '  then mix yore lye or 
whatevah yo ' scrub with , an ' scrub yuh house wit it , an ' that brings luck in 
your home . [Wilmington 189 : 9+85 . ] 

13378 . Get up before 6 o ' clock, urinate in slop j ar ,  put lye in it , mop 
floor , burns a lamp , then throw urine out door , make men come in ,  don ' t  let 
woman cross [ the door ]  f irst , " that crossing de luck. " [Memphis 155 9 : 1 . ] 

133 7 9 .  I have heard that one way of  ridding a house  of evil spell s  i s  to 
take a spruce pine bush and dip it into chamber lye and beat it against the side 
of the house 7 times on 7 mornings j ust  about sunrise . [ Berlin ,  Md . ,  from Jerry 
Williams , my contact man for the Eastern Shore of Maryland . This by Telediphone 
and on my second trip to this part of Maryland . ]  

13380 . Urine kept at door keeps undes ired persons away . [Washington , D . C . , 
813 : 6 . ] 

13381 . Set or throw urine under your house [ these houses raised above ground 
a foot or more ]  9 mornings before sunrise to keep away "anybody you don ' t  want . "  
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[Wilmington 261 : 1+85 . ]  
13382 . In morning throw urine out at steps or door : " it ' ll take away the 

germs of what they put dmm. "  [Mobile 97 9 : 5 . ] S imilarly , it "keep de sin and 
de meanness  from your house . "  [Mobile 88 9 : 3 . ] 

13383 . If you take a swallow of your own urine occasionally : " they can ' t git 
up to you for any cunjuzoe or evil . "  [Mobile 968 : 9 . ] 

13384 . Yo ' know , your makin ' water , yo ' know, an ' keep it in slop bucket 
overnight . An '  then � it aroun ' an ' nobody can do anything towards yuh . 
[Richmond 391 : 2 . ] 

13385 . Or either yo ' kin use yore chamber Zye an ' throw it around a place 
j es '  where � be ' s  an ' connected with , understand , an ' dat keeps ' em away 
[ evil person , police , spirits , etc . ] [Memphis 26 96 : 9 . ] 

13386 . You can throw ur ine about house ,  inside or outside or both to protect 
bouse from evil . [Richmond 2 93 : 9 . ] 

13387 . To protect your house from anything , sprinkle urine around your 
bouse :  In the Name of the Father� Son and Ho Zy Ghost.  [Wilmington 2 00 : 4+85 . ]  

13388 . Bottle your own urine and bury it at steps to keep away unwanted per
� living in house or vis itor from coming back. [Charleston 55 6 : 9 . ] 

13389 . As a protect ion against cunjuzoe , mix urine and salt and throw it at 
door and all around the house - a circumambulation rite . [Wilmington 241 : 1 . ] 

13390 . Scrub porch with urine and red pepper , and throw some at door and in 
the yard as a protection against cunjuzoe . [Richmond 353 : 3 . ] 

13391 . When you get up in de morning , you take de night water and salt  and 
red pepper , and throw it around your door ; if they put down anything for you , it 
will never harm you . [ Charleston 543 : 8 . ] 

13392 . If  you put urine , salt and sulphur out where you think anything has 
been buried .£!. thrown fo ' you-:-"ft won ' t come to nothin . "  [ Charleston 541 : 4 . ] 

13393 . Boil on your s tove your urine , pepper , cinnamon and out side peeling 
of onion ; this keeps undesirable persons away. [Washington , D . C . , 814 : 1 . ] 

13394 . Urine , salt and pepper sprinkled at door or about the house , inside 
or out , protects  the house against any evil . [Elizabeth City 4 06 : 6 . ] 

13395 . You can throw outdoors urine , salt and pepper 9 mornings to protect 
the house against evil . [Wilmington 1 62 : 4 . ] 

13396 . Wash floor every morning with urine , sulphur and asfetida to protect 
yourself against evils and hoodoo . [Richmond 369 : 3 . ] 

13397 . Pour urine , salt , red pepper and sulphur at door to protect against 
evil and spirits .  [Washington , D . C .  208 : 5 . ] 

13398 . To keep law away : sprinkle deviZ Zye [Red Devil lye a brand name ] and 
sulphur at gate and door , and wash door down every morning with urine . [Mobile 
960: 2 . ] 

13399 . After person leaves the house ,  sweep urine and salt out the same door 
to make him drift  away . [Washington , D . C .  813 : 10 . ] 

134 00 . To draw trade , throw your urine out the door about midnight . [Wash-
ington , D . C . , 800 : 8 . ] 

----

13401 . Well , they get a hold of  fingernails and toenails , I ' ve heard , and 
they put them with the urine [word fairly rare compared to chamber Zye ] and 
Bearts CoZogne .  They say that holds them [you ] under their control , and get 
all your money , and j es '  give everything you ' ve got up to that person . [ El iz
abeth City , (438) , 556 : 6 . ]  

13402 . Take it an ' j is '  t ' row it all aroun ' yah house - j is '  de chambah 
� - to have yeh good luck . [Wilmington 209 : 5+85 . ]  

13403 . Stop that [urine ] up and put in tree and that would kill yuh too . 
[Bew Orleans 1366 : 6 . ] 
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13404 . [Put ] urinate [ urine ] and salt in [ alcohol ic ] liquor to stop drunk-
ard . [Memphis 155 3 : 2 . ] 

---13405 . Well , now , fo ' 
lost sompin from de house 

' nins tan ' , if a thief had been to yo ' home an ' yo ' has 
or dey stolen anything , yo ' go an ' cut chew three 

WAGON WHEEL : TAKE 3 SPLINTERS FROM PLACE OF THEFT 
REMOVE WAGON WHEEL - PUT 3 SPLINTERS IN HUB - RESTORE 
WHEEL - WHILE SLOWLY TURNING WHEEL BACK TO YOU - SAY 
THIEF! THIEF! THIEF! BRING BACK THE STOLEN GOODS • • •  

AS SURE AS DE VIRGIN MARY SHALL NOT BRING FORTH 
ANOTHER SON NAMED JESUS� YO ' SHALL BRING BACK DE 
STOLEN GOODS - ORIGINAL SURELY FROM A HOODOO MANUAL 

splinters off  de do ' -
de do ' facin '  or de win
dow facin ' or from de 
vehicle or wherevah yo ' 
lost it from . Yo ' take 
de wagon wheel an ' take 
de nut off  it [ axle ] an ' 
put dose three splinters 
in dere [ the hub ! ] an ' 

put de wheel back on , an ' put de nut back on it [ axle ] an ' den yo ' turn de wheel 
slower . Yo ' say to de thief , "Thief , thief , bring back de stolen goods , "  whut 
chew ' ve lost  from de house an ' . But chew turns [wheel ] gradually . Yo ' call his 
name three times , "Thief , thief , thief , bring back de stolen , "  whut chew ' ve 
los t  from de house , but chew still turnin ' - turn slow .  Don ' let de wheel s top , 
j es '  gradually turn until yo ' git through talkin ' . An ' den on de las t , yo ' tell 
de thief , "Thief , bring back de stolen goods , "  dat chew have lost  from de house . 
An '  as shuah as de Virgin Mary shall not bring forth another son named Jesus , 
yo ' shall bring back de stolen goods . "  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (just before informant 
1240 ) , 2106 : 6 . ] 

13406 . All right , fus t 
wanted me , well it ' s  quite 

of all if ah would leave town and dat lady , if she 
nachural if ah was round dere , dere was a certain 

WAGON WHEEL : WOMAN TAKES 3 SPLINTERS FROM DOOR MAN 
HAD TOUCHED IN HER HOUSE - PUTS THEM IN WAGON WHEEL 
TAKEN OFF AXLE - ROLLS WHEEL 3 TIMES TOWARD HER 
RESTORES WHEEL TO WAGON - MAN WILL RETURN IN 7 DAYS 

door dat ah would go 
through .  First of  all ah 
would take three splinters 
from dat and take dose 
splinters an ' place dem in 
a wagon wheel an ' turn it 

over three times , an ' den put de wheel back on de wagon . Well you [ I ]  will re
turn but ' course it wouldn ' t  be in a stated time , but yo ' [ I ]  would be back not 
lak today or tomorrow ,  you [ I ]  would be  back within a week [ seven days ] .  

(Which way would she turn that wagon wheel? )  
Turn it right . Case yo ' don ' t  know whut ah mean , yo ' turn it forward . 
(Turn it toward me or  turn it back toward her? ) 
Toward her . 
(That means these splinters she took from the door she puts in the wagon 

wheel and then she turns it toward her? ) 
Yes . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 9) , 1586 : 10 . ] 
13407 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s wagon wheel if it ' s  loose , an ' if yo ' want him 

tuh roll - want de man tub roll  - if his wagon wheel is on a t ire - when it ' s  

WAGON WHEEL : WOMAN USES SOME OF MAN ' S  FOOT TRACK 
AND INDIAN TURNIP IN WAGON WHEEL TO ROLL HIM AWAY 

loose - git some of  his 
[ foo t ]  track an ' j es '  carry 
it an ' git it in dere , but 
yo '  mus ' have some of dat 

Indian turnip wit it . Put it in dere , underneat '  dat rim ,  but fix dat rim in 
de tire . Or yo ' kin fix " it anywhere roun ' de wagon - anywhere . 

(What will he do then? ) 
Well , he ' ll quit mes sin '  wit chew . 
(Make him move off ? )  
Yeah , make h im  roll off , he ' ll quit messin '  wit chew . [ Evidently a woman 
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here gets rid of  a man . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361 ) , 2400 : 7 . ]  
13408 . Lak ah tell yo ' ,  yo ' take de sole [ insole ] o f  a woman ' s shoes or a 

man ' s shoes . See . Fo ' instance if yo ' don ' put it on de outs ide where de peo

PUT INSOLE OF VICTIM ' S SHOE INSIDE OF WAGON WHEEL 
ROLL IT - GIVES HIM ROLLIN ' MIND - STAYS NOWHERE 

ple would see , but yo ' would 
take it on de inside an ' as 
dat wagon wheel roll , dat
away , j es '  de same way dere 

mind will go - keep ' em with a ro Uin ' mind. Dey would be in New Orleans today 

an ' somepin would turn dem , dey git in a bad humor tuh go tuh Memphis , an ' from 
dere tuh Arkansas , an ' j es '  keep ' em always on tuh rovin ' . S ee . [New Orleans , 

WORN SOCK OR STOCKING INSERT INTO WAGON WHEEL HUB 
TURN WHEEL BACKWARDS SLOWLY 3 TIMES TO SEND AWAY 

La . , (1560) , 2856 : 4 . ] 
13409 . Yo ' take a sock dat 

a man or woman worn , an ' in
sert it in dat wagon wheel -

j es '  pull it off  de axle an ' set it  in dat wagon wheel . 
(You insert it in the hub . ) 
An ' yo ' put it back on dere an ' turn de wheel backwards slowly an ' he ' ll • • •  

yo ' turn it backwards ,  three times backwards .  
(That will send him away . ) [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1174) , 1 982 : 8 . ] 
13410 . If somebody left  home an ' chew wanta bring dem back - yo ' dunno why 

dey left an ' yo ' wanta bring ' em back . Yo ' ll go out to a lot an ' dey have wag

WHILE BOILING VICTIM ' S SHOE - ROLL WAGON WHEEL BACK 
AND FORTH AND PERSON WILL RETURN - INTENTION IS ALL 

ons , yo ' know , an ' dey let 
chure wagon stand , yo ' 
know, stand in de lot . 
Git de wheel an ' rock it 

backwards an ' farwards an ' den yo ' git a shoe dey wear an ' yo ' put it on , have 
it bo ilin '  about dat t ime , a few hours , while yo ' do dat an ' dey ' ll come back . 

(You have this shoe boiling while you are turning that wagon wheel? )  
Yes . 
(You don ' t  say anything? ) 
No , yo ' j es '  put it on an ' let it boil , yo ' know, j es '  lak ' suppos in ' yo ' go

in ' cook dinnah . Have it all cookin ' , put chure fire , an ' turn it [wheel ] an ' 
she ' ll come back . 

(Either shoe or both of  them? ) 
Yassuh .  [ Good answer to  a useless question ! ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1435 ) , 2600 : 6 . ] 
13411 . Well , in case ah wuz makin ' love or had made love with a woman , ah 

kin tell dat ah guess . Ah starts at de house an ' ah stump mah left foot befo ' 

WALKING : STUMPING TOES OR MEETING BLACK CAT 
ah git dere . Ah ' ll go right on 
an ' ah says , "Why do ah stump mah 
lef t foot?" Ah say dat in mah 

aind . See . When ah git dere ah f ind othah troubles . Ah find some othah man 
is seekin ' tuh cut off mah progress  an ' probably he will be dere when ah git 
dere , an ' ah can ' t git tuh carry out mah aims , an ' so on . Dat ' s  de sign of 
stump in ' mah left foot ' fore ah git dere . An ' now if ah stump mah right foot 
in de same direction , everything is in de cleah . 

Or , in going tuh a place in de mannah • • •  [ I  interrupt ] .  
(If  you are going to see a woman? ) 
Yessuh , in de same mannah , ah meets  a cat an ' dat cat runs out from dat s ide 

of de road from de left going tuh de right , an ' ah cut him off  before he git 
clean cross  de street or de road an ' he turns back . Now, dat mah greates t enemy 
if ah wuz right-handed . 

Dese are experiences ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now, suh . 
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Well , ah go an ' ah find mah success great . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1408) , 
25 91 : 11 . ] 

13412 . Yo ' go tuh a tree , on de west  
twin walnut - dat ' s  two growin ' togethah 

side of  a walnut tree an ' git chew a 
yo ' know. Git chew a twin walnut an ' 

WALNUT TREE : GO TO WEST SIDE OF - PICK A TWIN WALNUT 
A DOUBLE WALNUT - DO NOT SEPARATE - CUT BRANCH FROM 
TREE - PUSH LARGE NEEDLE ONCE SO THAT IT PASSES 
THROUGH HULL OR SOFT COVERING OF BOTH - THEN TURN 
DOUBLE WALNUT OVER SO THAT NEEDLE CAN BE THRUST 
THROUGH IN OPPOSITE DIRECTION - YOU HAVE MADE AN "X" 
OR CROSS - BREAK WALNUTS APART - RUN STRING THROUGH 
NEEDLE HOLES - WEAR ONE TIED IN FRONT AND OTHER TIED 
IN BACK - NEVER REMOVE EXCEPT WHEN BATHING - WHAT 
ABOUT SLEEPING? ANYTHING DAT CHEW ASK FO ' YO ' KIN 
GIT IT - PROTECTED BY : CROSS - STEEL NEEDLE - SELF 

don ' t break de walnuts  
off , break de  limb an ' 
take yo ' a brand-new 
ovahsize needle an ' shove 
a hole through it dis way 
[ demons trates ] an ' den 
turn it on its side an ' 
shove a hole through it 
dataway . Den yo ' run a 
string through it an ' 
put one heah [ demonstrate� 
an ' one behin ' yo ' heah 
[ demons trates ] .  An '  any-

thing dat chew ask fo ' ,  yo ' kin git it , but yo ' gotta weah ' em on yo ' .  Yo ' 
cain ' t take ' em off . When yo ' bathe yo ' take ' em off , dat ' s  de onliest time . 
But when yo ' git through bathin ' , yo ' puts ' em right back on yo ' an ' yo ' wash 
' em tuh church or anywhere yo ' go . Yo ' gotta carry ' em with yo ' , got ta keep 
' em on yo ' . 

(You have a twin walnut in front and a twin walnut behind? ) 
No , yo ' breaks de twins a-loose .  
(Oh , one in front and one behind? ) 
Yo ' break ' em a-loo se . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1566 ) , 2871 : 3 . ] 
1341 3 .  They say you can put some kind of  powder on you - call i t  war powdeP 

war wateP. They say you can put that down there at their door . See , you wait 

WAR WATER AT DOOR - CONFUSION INSIDE - THEY MOVE 
until they come out and after 
they come out you put that 
down there at their door . 

And when they go back in , well they will create trouble . Seems their husband 
and them will s tart to f ight and then their minds be all upsetted and they don ' t 
stay at that house no more . They moves away , you see . That ' s  how you do to get 
rid of them .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 1084 : 7 . ] 

13414 . I have heard and they said they would take and put such as war wateP 
to make you - to disturb you , see . They say they sprinkle that around your door 

CONFUSION AND MOVING CAUSED BY WAR WATER AT DOOR 
and that ' ll up set your mind 
so or somepin of the kind , if 
you walk over it ; that if you 

step in it , you walk it all through the house and everybody in there would get 
upset . And that ' ll worry them and get them all upset , their mind all upset , so 
they ' ll leave you - leave the house . [ This informant , 35 persons after informant 
in preceding rite , shows present rite a common one in New Orleans . ]  [New Orleans 
La . , ( 848) , 1309 : 2 . ] 

13415 . War powdeP - go to 
mean] some waP wateP , and you 

the drug store [ and get ] some war wateP powdeP , [ I  
go and sprinkle that around the door every morning 

WAR WATER AT DOOR EVERY DAY BEFORE SUNRISE MOVES 
before day , before the sun 
ris e .  You sprinkle that 

will get them away from there . 
Orleans , La. , ( 7 96 ) , 1109 : 4 . ] 

around the door . And that 
They tell me they cannot live there . [New 

13416 . Well , they gets that waP wateP and stop it up in a bottle and throw 
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it over in your yard . Well , dat break up peace in de home . 
(This war water. ) 

BOTTLED WAR WATER INTO YARD - BREAK UP PEACE Quite natural bottles lays around 
in de yard and gits fulla water 

sometimes . Yo ' ll never know what that bottle means . [Mobile , Ala . , (? ) , 969 : 5 .] 

BOTTLE WAR WATER & WAR POWDER - BREAK AT DOOR MOVES 
1341 7 . They take z.mo pOtcJ
ders an ' war water. You 
git it from the drug store . 

An '  take this bottle an ' put it in . Go in front of  their house an ' throw it an '  
break it . Well , it make ' em move . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 87) , 1097 : 2 . ] 

13418 .  If  yo ' want s tub make a person move lak dat , well yo ' go  an ' buy some 
war watah. Yo ' understan ' , dat war watah , an ' yo ' pass in front of  de do ' lak 

THROW BOTTLED WAR WATER ACROSS ROOF AND WISH TO MOVE 
MERELY TO BREAK AT DOOR CAUSES A DISTURBANCE ONLY 

if yo ' had tub pass in 
front of de do ' ,  an ' if 
yo ' have tub throw de 

yo ' make yore wish.  If yo ' j is '  break de bo ttle 
yore wish , why yo ' could break ' em up an ' make a 
an ' de house would be upsetted . Yo ' could upset 
(15 86 ) , 2865 : 3 . ] 

bottle across de house , 
in front of  de house an ' make 
big disturbance .  Make ' em move 
de home . [Algiers , La . ,  

13419 . If  yo ' wanta make me move . All right . Well you get some war water. 
All right . You take that and you put that in some water - half a bucket of  

WAR WATER DILUTED IN 1 / 2  BUCKET OF  WATER AT STEPS MOVES 
water - not too much . 
Well , you don ' t have 
to put it in the house 

nowheres , but put it around on the steps . [New Orleans , La . , (884) , 1457 : 2 . ] 
13420 . Well , they have war water . See , you get a small bottle o f  war water 

and sprinkle it wherever this - j es '  like if a person is - you is close neigh

SMALL BOTTLE OF WAR WATER IN NEIGHBORS SCRUB WATER 
BREAKS THEM UP WITH FIGHT S - BRINGS IN THE POLICE 

bors to them, you can put 
it in their scrub water , 
you know, when you see them 
mopp ing or anything like 

that . You kin put it in their scrub water . If not , you can take war water and 
j es '  sprinkle it around that house and the police will come there and they ' ll 
have all kinds of  confusion - they j es '  be fight ing all the t ime , will soon 
break up . 

( I  see . 
13421 . 

This man and woman . )  [New Orleans , La . , (842) , 127 8 : 3 . ] 
That war water , that confusion in the house . See , I would go by the 

house at night , understand , w ' ilst  they be sleepin ' . Understand that? An ' I 

SPRINKLE HOUSE 3 NIGHTS WITH WAR WATER - VICTIMS MOVE 
would sprinkle this 
house . [ Good heavens ! 
don ' t get any of that on 

you , all materials in hoodoo are dangerous .  See many places . ]  Jis ' like if I 
sprinklin ' the house I wouldn ' t  say nothin ' . [Does this mean s ilence is a part 
of the rite or  informant would not tell victims he was spr inkling them! ] 
Sprinkle the house fer 3 days . See , I come out late hours at night . Then 
they ' ll have to move . [New Orleans , La . , (853) , 1344 : 1 . ] 

13422 . [To make people ] get out of a house ,  you have to use war water , dirt 
dauber nest , Epsom salts and oil of lavender . 

(Oil of  lavender? ) 
Yes . [Long pause . ] 
(Yes? ) [Cont inue . ]  
And yo ' pound it all together like a flour , and you ' ll sprinkle it at the 
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WAR WATER - DIRT DAUBER NEST - EPSOM SALT - OIL OF 
LAVENDER: THESE MAKE PEOPLE MOVE OUT OF HOUSE - IF 
SPRINKLED AT FRONT DOOR OR GATE - EPSOM SALT WORKS 
BOWELS - "WAR WATER" MAKES THEM RESTLESS - OIL OF 
LA VENDER GETS THEIR MIND - SOFTEN HIM • • .  INNER MAN 
SPIRITUAL PART • • •  HA VE TO GO • • •  SLIDE OR • • •  BE RUN OFF 
PUT OIL INTO ANYTHING TO SLIP [AWAY ] - DIRT DAUBER 
NEST . • •  IS A SORT OF GROUND • • •  WHERE YOU WOULD GO YOU 
COULD NOT STAND • • .  VAN VAN IN THERE • • •  PERSON IN TROUBLE 
ALL THIS IS PART OF MAKING PEOPLE MOVE FROM HOUSE 

front door and in the 
gate . 
( In what ? )  
You sprinkle it at the 
front door and in the 
gate . 
(And the gate . All 
right . )  
That would ups tir the 
mind o f  a person . Just 
like Ep som salts works 

would work in among them people . WaP lJater makes 
your bowels , so it 

them restless in th t place . 
You see . 

(Yes . )  
O il of  lavender will get their mind . 
(Tho se are herbs? ) 
Yeah . 
(Now , what will the oil o f  lavender do? ) 
The o il o f  lavender it ' ll so ften him - the inner , the inner man , the spirit

ual part of that person . That you could - you would have to go . You would 
slide or either you would be r n off . You may put oil  int o  anything to slip 
[ away ] - you run o ff from that person . You understand . 

(Now , what else did you put into that thing? ) 
Dirt dauber nes t .  
(What would that do? ) 
Dirt dauber nest  is a part of  ground . 
(Yes ? )  
I t  may b e  made with lime , but you kin put that person to drift and you got 

nobody to • • •  j is '  like you see the dirt dauber goin ' gnawin ' -gnawin ' .  In certain 
places , that part of  your track where you put it - where you would go , you 
could not stand . 

(That would make me move out o f  that house? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(What else did you put in that mixture? )  
Epsom salt , o il o f  lavender , dirt dauber ' s  nest , and war water. 
(Anything else go in it ? ) 
Yeah , you could put van-van in that , but if you put van-van in there , you 

liable to put that person in trouble . They liable to get into the hand of the 
law .  

(I see , I see . ) 
That only a part o f  making them move . 
{ I  see . I understand . )  [New Orleans , La . , (863) , 1382 : 1 . ] 
1342 3 .  All r ight , they ' d get that Wa!' water powder . 
(WaP water powder? ) 
Yeah , war lJater powder . 
(All right . )  
And put it  underneath the sole o f  your shoe , that inner sole within your shoe . 

And you feet have to sweat - if you feet don ' t sweat , it don ' t do you anything . 
(And what if your feet sweat? ) 

WAR WATER POWDER - UNDER INSOLE - FEET SWELL If the feet sweat , it swell all up . 
(I see . The feet will swell up . )  

[Cripples a person . ] [New Orleans , La . , (884 ) , 145 7 : 6 . ]  
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13424 . There ' s  many things you can do with your socks and there ' s  bad 
things . 

(Well , suppose you tell me the bad things f irst . )  
The bad things firs t . Well , yo ' can take a man ' s sock an ' take , put war 

water in it , and write his name and perhaps a woman ' s name , and bury that , and 
it will cause them to 

MAN ' S  SOCK - WAR WATER IN - HIS NAME - MAYBE WOMAN ' S  
NAME - BURY - AWFUL FUSS - DRAG SICK LONG AS BURIED 

have terrible disturbance, 
too . That ' ll make awful 
fuss and disturbance . 

Cause them to drag sick along , 
( 82 0) , 1232 : 9 . ] 

long as that sock is buried . [New Orleans , La . , 

13425 . And I wouldn ' t  want you in 
drug store and get you what they call 

that place . You kin go to the [ hoodoo ] 
some war water and take that bottle and 

bust that bottle in front 
I BREAK BOTTLE OF WAR WATER IN FRONT OF YOUR HOUSE 
THEN I BURY BEHIND YOUR HOUSE YOUR NAME IN SALT 
IN LESS THAN 9 DAYS OWNER OF HOUSE WILL PUT YOU OUT 

o f  your place , not mine , 
in front o f  your place . 
And in busting that bot
tle , come back and take 

your name and some salt and bury it right 
of your place . 

behind your p lace - right at the back 

(Your own house , now , not the hosue of the person you want to move , but be-
hind your house . ) 

No , behind your house . S ee ,  I wanta move you . 
(Oh ,  you ' re moving me? )  

Yes . 
(And you throw this water in front of my house . Now , you are go ing to bury 

my name in salt at the back of my house . )  
At the back of  your house , see . When that salt  is  buried , in less than 9 

days you ' ll be out of  there . 
(I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (882) , 1453 : 1 . ] 
13426 . I ' ve hearn it like this : if you had a neighbor and you couldn ' t get 

along , see . You would take and get you - if you wanted them to move , you under
stand , why you could make a quarrel between the p eop le in the house an ' that 
would cause the landlord to put them out , see . Well , you would use an egg . You 

SALT - SCATTER AT THE 4 CORNERS OF THE HOUSE - NEXT 
SPRINKLE WAR WATER AT THE BACK DOOR - THEN ON BACK 
STEP S MAKE A CROSS OF SALT - THROW WAR WATER UNDER 
STEPS - AND LEAVE AT GATE A CROSS OF SALT ON GROUND 

could use salt or war 
water , see . 
(Just how would you use 
these , now? )  
Well , now , you ' d take -
you ' d get - use the war 

water which the war water would be the best . 
you use either the powder or the water. 

(Well , exp lain the war water . ) 

See , there ' s  two things you use , 

Well , you take the war water and you would sprinkle that war water. You 
would use salt - salt makes  fuss anywhere . 

(How would you use that salt there? )  
You would take and you would sprinkle that salt at the four corners of the 

house and then you ' d  take this war water and as you - if you can enter into the 
place ,  j es '  in the alley . You don ' t  have to go in the house .  Like if - like I 
enter this door here . I would walk to the back door which would be the kitchen . 
If I could get to the kitchen , I would star t to sprinkle there .  

(You say you begin at the back door? ) 
At the back door ,  yes , sir . 
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(I see . Then what do you do? ) 
I 'm going to sprinkle this water , see . As I come out , I sprinkle the water , 

letting the water run out of my hand , as I ' m  coming out the door , j es ' as I ' m 
walking [demonstrates ] and the water ' s coming out . And , when I gets to the 
door , I takes salt and I cross it [make a cro ss with it ] right at the gate . And 
at the steps , I cross  [make another cross  at ] the s teps with salt . And under 
the s teps I j es '  take and I sprinkle war water , and I take salt and j es '  throw 
it thataway , see . That ' s  all you have to do , salt and that war water. I t ' ll 
sort of confuse ' em .  You can take salt and make a confusion any kind of way . 
Now, that would start a confusion in the house with the husband and wif e . If  
it ' s  the people you don ' t l ike , see , regardless of  who they are , if  it be the 
mother and the daughter , the mother and the son , then the people that  you would 
want to get out , why that would start a confusion .  Somebody would have to go . 
See . [New Orleans , La . , ( 832 ) , 1238 : 7 . ] 

1342 7 .  People generally use this s tuff they call war water. They use the 
powder called war water. There is a liquid called � water. Now you take that 

LIQUID WAR WATER AND POWDER WAR WATER MIX - MIX THIS 
WITH EPSOM SALT - TABLE SALT - COFFEE GROUNDS - THIS 
BEFORE DAY SPRINKLE IN SOMEONE ' S YARD - RACKET THERE 

and you form it into one 
[mix war water powder and 

war water liquid ] .  Then 
you take Epsom salts  and 
table salt and coffee 

grounds . Now, you make one package of  that , you see . Just like a fellah lives 
in that yard over there , you take that before day in the morning and you sprinkle 
it in the yard . In a couple of days they have a racket in the home , you under
s tand . [New Orleans , La . , (815 ) , 114 9 : 5 . ] 

1342 8 .  Kin you understand what I say , now? 
(I understand now. ) 
To make you move out of the house ,  you go and get 

war water and you sprinkle that . And then you go to 
some holy water , see [ and ] 
the graveyard , get some 

graveyard dus t ,  and you 
go and sprinkle it with 
black pepper and salt . 

WAR WATER - HOLY WATER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - BLACK PEPPER 
AND SALT - SPRINKLED FOR YOU TO WALK OVER - SOON 
YOU ' LL NOT FEEL WELL - SO�BODY 'S BEEN SPRINKLING � 
SCRUB WITH LYE AND YOUR URINE - NEXT MORNING REPEAT 
SINCE SOMEONE WANTS HOUSE BADLY - YOU DEC IDE TO MOVE 

And you sprinkle it all 
around the step and put 
it underneath the steps . 
I f  it got a brick there, 

you put it underneath that , where they can ' t see it . And when anyone can ' t see 
it , it ' s  more better . When you come down the steps  and walk away , you ' ll cross 
over it . See , when you cross  over it , then maybe you ' ll start to go black [no t  
feel well ]  and then you ' ll come back ' round and you ' ll start to  scrubbing - get 
some lye . You says , somebody 's been sprink�ing me . All right . You ' ll go and 
get some lye and your urinate , and take it and scrub that up . Well , the next 
morning , I ' ll go back and do the same . And when you do find it , you say , "Well , 
I ' m  going to move . Somebody is sprinkling ' round here . They mus t be wanting 
the house or something . "  And I done move out of the place . So that ' s  why I 

give it to ' em and that ' s  why I move . [New Orleans , La . , (826a) , 1207 : 4 . ] 
13429 . An ' den yo ' kin take a wasps ' nest an ' put it in a � p iece of  

cloth ,  homespun , an ' � it aroun ' yo ' .  Dat will make a �  come an ' s tay 
with yo ' , �  either give yo ' his money an ' all . [Fayetteville , (145 2 ) , 2648 : 5 . ] 

13430 . If you been triaked and have dese faint ing spells - any kind of 
spells been put on you . See , dere ' s  a way fer you to do - is fer you to go to 
de person dat you think put ' em on you . Speak to him about it . Well , you see 
him den and you tell him how you been triaked and all like dat . S ay ,  dey can ' t 
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look at you straight to save his life because he put it on yo ' . Den after yo ' 

WATER [RUNNING ] - IF YOU HAVE FAINTING SPELLS - HAVE 
BEEN TRICKED - GO TO SUSPECTED PERSON - IF HE OR SHE 
UNABLE TO LOOK YOU IN THE EYE - THAT I S  CULPRIT - GO 
TO SWIFT WATER - BOIL IT WITH CAYENNE PEPPER AND 
GINGER - THAT ' S  POWER - STRONG - TAKE TO CULPRIT ' S  
DOOR - WITH SALT - POUR LIQUID AT HIS STEPS - TURNS 
TRICK BACK ON CULPRIT AND HE GETS WHAT HE GAVE YOU 

git dat , den you go to 
swift water , ah ' ve been 
told . And git dat swift 
water and bring it back 
and boil it and put cayen
ne pepper in it . See , 
cayenne pepper and ginger . 
See , dat ' s  power - dat ' s  
strong . See , dat have a 

great odor to it . Take dat and boil it and salt , an ' carry it to his doorstep s  
an ' yo ' kin take yore time . Let i t  b e  ' way in d e  night , way about twelve o r  one 
clock an ' pour it at his doorstep . An ' it will turn de trick right back on it . 
Yo ' ll git well and it will go right back on him .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 638) , 
827 : 2 . ] 

13431 . Jes ' lak yo ' may have 
place , an ' yo ' want ' em tub come 

people in New York or othah foreign distance 
home or yo ' want tub see ' em .  Yo ' take a clean 

WATER :  AT MIDNIGHT HAVE ON TABLE CLEAN GLASS FULL OF 
WATER - BEHIND THIS  SET A LIGHTED LAMP WITH PLAIN 
SHADE - AT MIDNIGHT YOU CALL ABSENT PERSON ' S  NAME : 
JOHNJ COME HOMEJ I WANT TO SEE YOU - DO THIS  3 TIMES 
JOHN APPEARS IN WATER [FOR HYDROMANCY SEE WATER p . 215 ] 

watah glass an ' yo ' 
full dat glass wit 
watah an ' yo ' take 
dat , glas s right be
bin ' de lamp - see . 
Dat lamp should be 
shaded very plain -

no flowah or nuthin ' , j es '  a plain white shade , yo '  know , a plain glas s .  Jes ' 
have it clean .  Yo ' know , sterilize it so yo ' kin see through it . An '  have dat 
glass full of watah , an ' yore lamp shade is clean so yo ' kin see through dat . 
Den yo ' take a lookin ' glass an ' put behin ' dat watah , understan ' . An '  yo ' j es '  
always say , "Come home . "  Call dem by dere name , "Come home , come home . Ah 
vants tub see yo ' ,  ah wants tub see yo ' . " An '  dey ' ll appeah right in dat watah 
behin ' dat lookin ' glass . Ah 'm  tell in '  yo ' dem things , ah ' ve done it mahself . 

(The lamp is lighted? ) 
Yessuh , gotta be l ight . An ' do it midnight in de night . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

(1343) , 2326 : 9 . ] 
13432 . Take fo ' ins tance if yo ' 

an '  yo ' done a misdemeanor ,  an ' yo ' 
married an ' yo ' go out without yore wife , 
tave a tendency to talk in yore sleep . 

W&TER - HAND HELD IN - SLEEPER TALKS IN SLEEP 
Well , if you have done anything , 
well when yo ' go to sleep an '  
begin snoring , Why s he  kitt. put 

chure hand in a cold pan of water an ' everything that chew have done , you ' ll 
tell it . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( ? ) , 158 9 : 2 . ] 

13433 . Take a glass wit some watah in it an ' yore wife is sleepin ' . Jes ' 
stick her finger down in it an ' she tell yo ' everything , every place she been , 
she ' ll tell yo ' .  But chew can ' t keep it too long , ' cause she ' ll die . 

SLEEPER ' S  HAND IN WATER TO HEAR SECRETS CAN KILL HIM 
(Why would she die if you 
keep it too long? ) 
Ah don ' t know. Dat take 

her nerve or take her breath away , but long as she sleepin ' yo ' kin go dere . 
But if yo ' ain ' t [ careful ] when yo ' git it from her , she liable tub go off [ die] . 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (12 91) , 2190 : 14 . ] 

13434 . An ' if a person ' sleep an ' be layin ' in de bed an ' yo ' want ' em tub 
talk tub yuh , yo ' git chew a pan of  watah an ' put dere han ' in it . Jes ' put 
down dere fingahs down in de watah an ' dey ' ll tell yo '  j es '  whut dey done durin ' 
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dat day . Dey talk in dere sleep . But if de wind would change de time dey got 
dere han ' in dere , well it would kill ' em .  

WHILE HOLDING SLEEPER ' S  HAND IN WATER FOR SECRETS 
IF THE WIND SUDDENLY CHANGES - SLEEPER WILL DIE 

(If  the wind outs ide would 
change it would kill them? ) 
It  would kill ' em .  [My only 
example of this belief . 

Presumably sp irit of sleeping person 
A sudden change in the wind prevents 

to recall scenes  of  day must  revisit them. 
him from returning to his body . ] [ Sumter , 

S .  Car . , ( 1364) , 2408 : la . ] 
13435 . If a woman take your underwear or 

spring [ running water ] - see , steal anything 
anything closely , an ' take it to a 
l ike the linin ' out of  yer hat , 

IF A WOMAN STEALS A PIECE OF CLOTHES FROM MAN AND 
WASHES IT IN A SPRING - RUNNING WATER - WEARS IT 
CLOSE TO HER - HE WILL ALWAYS HAVE A RAMBLING MIND 

anything like that - an ' 
wash it in spring water , 
you ' ll have a wonderin ' 
[wandering ] an ' a ramblin ' 
mind . An ' keep it close to 

her body at all times - sich as to put it on a belt an ' wear it aroun ' her 
waist - an ' that would ca zhoo [ cause you ] to have a wonderin ' [wandering ] mind . 
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 356) , 295 : 7+85 . ]  

13436 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' kin go to a 
watah - where [ there is ] a runnin ' creek -

creek an ' git some of  a creek ' s 
an ' git some of  de watah an ' bring 

WATER FROM CREEK = RUNNING WATER : BOIL IN IT JOHN DE 
CONKAH ROOT - SPRINKLE IN PERSON ' S  YARD - MOVES HIM 

it back an ' sprinkle it 
in de yard . Jes ' po ' it 
round in de yard but in 
po ' in '  dat watah round 

in de yard , yo ' gotta git some of dis heah John de Conkah . An ' take an ' boil 
dat watah good an ' boil dat John de Conkah an ' sprinkle it all round yore yard . 
An '  dat ' s tuh make any man or woman move . Move them outa de house . 

(Why do they use running water? )  
Ah don ' t know. Ah always heah people talkin ' an ' ah have used it mahself . 
[Answer to my quest ion ; run you away like running water . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

(1188) , 2003 : 4 . ] 
1343 7 . [Here is a 

do things to you like 
simple , unusual and probably rare rite : ] "If  some people 
that , an ' you in bad luck an ' things like that , well the 

WATER IN CLEAR POND - WALK ACROSS - CHANGE LUCK - RARE 
best thing to do is to 
walk acrost a pond - a 
pond where clear water 

at . You go acrost  that pond an ' it will change your luck . " [This of  course is 
a substitute for running water , the reason for the insistance on clear water . 
One hears little about ponds in HOODOO , I was not seeking general folklore . ]  
[Richmond , Va . , (361) , 29 6 : 3 . 85 . ] 

13438 . They say if you git to the thing that they have put down fer you and 
throw it in running water , it will turn back on de one that put it down fer you .  
[Richmond 374 : 8 . ] 

13439 . They say cross  water . That ' s  the only way to get rid of a spell . 
[Fredericksburg , Informant 73 , by Ediphone . ]  

13440 . If  you have a win [wen ] , you might have a win on yah - course I j is '  
tellin '  yah . When you have a win on yah , you kin take a dead man or a dead wo
man ' s hand , an ' j es '  take they hand after they done died an ' layin ' there , an ' 
do it like this [ demonstrates by rubbing imaginary wen ] 9 times . That goes 
right away . [Richmond (404 , Humpadee , female root  doctor) , 35 9 : 6 . ] 

-

13441 . Such things as dat tuh make dem bear , but ah hadn ' t seed dat . 
(How do you mean he used to whip them to make them bear? ) 
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WHIPPING PLANTS TO MAKE THEM BEAR FRUIT 
Well , yo ' take a bush lak dat dat 
wuzn ' t fruit in ' right , well yo ' j es '  
go dere an ' j es '  beat it about , yo ' 

know, ' bout de time it ' s  buddin ' out 
things lak dat . Dey say dat make de 
Car . , (1372) , 2430 : 8 . ] 

yo ' know - de berry bushes , grapevine an ' 
fruit tuh not grow so fas t .  [ Sumter , S .  

13442 . If yo ' got okra dat won ' bear , yo ' 
mawnin ' an ' go dere an ' whip dat bush lightly 

j es '  take yo ' a switch every 
an ' it s tart tuh bearin ' j es '  lak 

any othah bush . 
WHIP OKRA PLANT TO MAKE IT BEAR 

EMPTY SIFTER TURNED OVER PLANT MAKES IT BEAR 
(That okra is the same thing as 
gumbo , isn ' t  it? ) 

the plant , gumbo in the U . S . A .  usually means 
(That is to make the thing bear? ) 

[The two Afr ican words refer to 
a cooked product . ]  

Yes . 
[ Informant now gives ano ther method for making okra hear . ] 
Yo ' kin take a sifter an ' go out dere an ' yo ' sift  it ovah de okra lak dat , 

an ' if it won ' t bear , it will s tart bearin ' . 
(Do you put anything in the sifter or j us t  the emp ty sifter? ) 
Jes ' de empty sifter . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 2409 : 12 . ] 
13443 . Well ,  yo ' j es '  take any kinda switch an ' whup okrey [ okra ] stock . 

Yo ' know whut okrey is . Whup dat okery stock an ' dat ' ll make it bear okrey . 

IF PERSON MAKES YOU VIOLENTLY ANGRY - WHIP HIM OR HER 
WITH GRAPEVINE THAT HAS NEVER BORN GRAPES 

THAT PERSON WILL BECOME AMBITIONLESS - WALK BAREFOOT 

[Fayetteville 2516 : 14 . ] 
13444 . If  you got mad 
wit somebody , git you a 
grapevine , one that ' s  
never beared grapes , and 

twist that vine and go whip that person . 
won ' t be nothin , won ' t be nothin no more . 

(A tame grapevine or a wild one? ) 

They say she ' ll j ust  come to nothin -

No , this is one - you know some tame grapes don ' t bear fruit . 
(Now, how do you mean , you twist it? ) 
You j ust  take the two branches • • •  [ demonstrates ] .  
(Oh , I see . ) 
And twis t it over • • •  [ continues demonstration ] .  
(And then you whip them with that ? )  
Yes . 
(And after that this person is no good at all . )  
They ' ll be no good . 
(Well , how do you mean , "no good" - j ust  sort of  lost  their spirit or ambi

tion or what? ) 
No amb ition or nothin , j ust  walk de street barefooted , and • • •  [Petersburg , 

Va . , (443) , 415 : 2 . ] 
13445 . Yo ' kin take a rattan s tick ,  j es '  

yo ' or somepin an ' wuz doin ' some things fo ' 
lak a person wuz workin ' against 
yo ' or yore enemy , yo ' ketch ' em 

WHIP WITH RATTAN STICK PERSON WORKING AGAINST YOU 
HE WILL LOSE ALL OF HIS POWER 

out , an ' take a rattan 
[walking? ]  stick an ' whip 
him an ' dat ' ll make him lo se 
all his power . He cain ' t do 

nuthin . [ Surely working 
Tenn . , (1452) , 2 79 1 : 3 . ] 

against yo ' includes trying to hoodoo you . ] [Memphis , 

13446 . Dey say dat ' s  [whirlwind 
his wife around his stomach [around 

is ] a spirit . 
a stump? ] .  

Dat j es '  de devil whipping 
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Revah hear of  ' em doin ' anything wit dat . [ Sumter (1365)  2412 : 11 . ] 
1344 7 .  Take a horseshoe  an ' some sage leaves an ' a black cat bone an ' olive 

oil , an '  yo ' git some [whiskey ] .  
(What do you do with that? )  

Yo ' j es '  put it anywhere secretly aroun ' yore place of  business wherevah yo ' 
at [and saturate it ] .  

(You saturate it with what ? )  
Wit de whiskey , see . Dat supposed tuh keep i t  ' live an ' tuh ' tract dere 

attention , of people . It ' s  very attractive wit dat . 

WHISKEY : KEEPS ALIVE 4 INGREDIENTS USED TO BRING IN 
CUSTOMERS : HORSESHOE OVER DOOR - SAGE LEAVES - BLACK 
CAT BONE - OLIVE OIL - THESE SECRETLY ABOUT PLACE 

WILLOW TREE ROOT - GET ONE WHEN TREE BEGINS TO BLOOM 
PUT ROOT IN BOTTLE - POUR WHISKEY ON - ADD VICTIM ' S 
FOOT TRACK - SHAKE - PUT UNDER VICTIM ' S STEPS - SOME
WHERE HE CAN GET IT - THAT WILL RUN HIM OUT OF TOWN 

(If  you want to bring 
in customers? )  
Yes . [ Florence , S .  
Car . , (1295 ) , 2197 : 7 . ] 
13448 . Goin ' tuh a wil
low tree - when de tree 
first start tuh bloomin ' 
out - yo ' dig down an ' 
yo ' git one dem roots . 
When yo ' git de roots 
yo ' bring de roots back . 

Yo ' take dat roo t  an ' put it in a bottle an ' put some whiskey on it , an ' yo ' let 
dat stay in dere . Well , dat will run a person outa a house .  

(How do you do that? ) 
Yo ' take yo ' willow tree roots  an ' bring it back - bring it home - take it 

an ' put it in a bottle , a vial where yo ' kin po ' whiskey on it . An '  if yo ' kin 
git any of  de dirt where a person been walkin ' ovah - out de yard - put it right 
dere in de bottle too . Shake it an ' carry it right back dere an ' put it under 
de steps or either de gate - anywhere round dere - or if yo ' kin put it where 
dey kin git holt of it , an ' dat make ' em go ' way from town .  [Brunswick, Ga . , 
(1188) , 2004 : 7 . ] 

13449 . Well , now a persimmon - de persimmon ain ' t much good as dat . 
But de weepin ' willow tree , it ' s  mighty f ine fo ' luck. A weep in ' willow 

tree , is mighty lucky . 
(Well , how do you do that? ) 
Well ,  yo ' take dat an ' git s 

yo ' shake it dry , den yo ' j es '  
de leave of  it , de roots of it , an ' dry it . When 
put it in a bottle an ' set it up on de mantel

WEEPING WILLOW : DRY LEAVES AND ROOTS 
BOTTLE - TASTE ONCE A MONTH FOR LUCK 

p iece . About once a month yo ' take a 
taste of it . An ' ah declare hit ' ll bring 
luck in yore home fo ' hit shore brought 
it in mine . [ S ince the weeping willow 

is a tree of  
unusual , one 
known poison 

ill-omen and generally considered unlucky , our present rite is 
of defiance of fate , or one based upon contraries , or the well
kills poison doctrine . ]  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1217) , 2069 : 11 . ] 

WEEPING WILLOW: CROSS 2 SMALL PIECES OF AND TIE THEM 
TOGETHER WITH 2 LITTLE PIECES OF RED STRING - RED TO 
GIVE THEM LIFE - THEN NAIL THIS CROSS UNDER YOUR 
DOORSTEP WITH 2 SMALL NAILS [ SURELY NEW ] ONE NAIL IN 
EACH PIECE OF WILLOW - OR INSTEAD OF NAILING TIED 
CROSS - LAY IT ON THIN STRIP OF WOOD [PIECE OF CIGAR 
BOX) PLACE 2 NEW PENNIES ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF CROSS 
RAIL STRIP UNDER DOORSTEP FOR PROTECTION AND LUCK 

13450 . [As I hinted in 
the preceding rite , the 
use of weeping willow is 
rare and dangerous ,  and 
should be used by experts 
only . Here with Johnson , 
the elderly and delight
ful Indian-Negro root 
doctor of  Richmond , we 
are on safe ground . You 
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may recall he is the person who gave me a root I carried in my recording machine 
to the end ; not for luck but as a display p iece when occasion called for it . ]  

"You take two p ieces of  weepin ' willow an ' yo ' cross it [ the 2 pieces ] an ' 
tie two little red strings aroun ' it . [These 2 p ieces of string , red to give 
it life , hold the 2 pieces of willow in the form of a cross . ]  When you take 
two little , small nails , or two bran ' -new pennies are good [ to put with the 
cross ]  an ' tack it down under your doorstep an ' put a block on it . "  [Richmond , 
Va . , ( 385 ) , 333 : 6 . ] 

13451 . An '  j es '  lak a woman 
crabby an ' othah things , an ' if 

- quite natural a woman git ill sometime an '  
yo ' want her tuh stay ' way from yore house , yo ' 

WILLOW STRING ROOT : A ROOT THAT COILS LIKE THE COILS 
AT A DISTILLERY - PILE UP • • •  LAK A SNAKE - BURY ROOT 
UNDER DOORSTEP TO KEEP THI S WOMAN FROM HIS HOUSE 
SO EFFECTIVE IS THIS IMITATION SNAKE RITE - IF HE 
ASKS WOMAN BACK - SHE REFUSES - HAS BETTER HOME 
THE FORM OF ROOT - SNAKE - GUARDS INFORMANT ' S  DOOR 
A NOTE OF MINE LISTS INFORMANT AS GOOD ROOT DOCTOR 

go down an ' g it chew 
some willow string . Dat 
be ' s  a long branch - yo ' 
know , willow string 
root . Yo ' git de willow 
string root  an ' yo ' don ' t 
have tuh boil it . Yo ' 
dig it up . I t ' s  sorta 
like curls up , it ' s  a 

root j es '  crooked j es '  lak when yo ' make whiskey or somp in , j es '  lak a [ distill
ery ] worm, yo ' know, yo ' make whiskey , yo ' put sompin in de copper outfit . It  
j es '  bunch up , dat ' s de way it [ root ] do . An' yo ' take dat an ' j es '  let  three 
balls [ coils ] of it be ' s  runnin ' roun ' an ' roun ' one another , an ' it p ile up , 
yo ' know, sorta lak a snake . It crawl up , dat ' s  de way it do . An ' yo ' bury dat 
undah yore do ' steps , front do ' s teps , an ' she ' ll nevah stop dere ag ' in .  Dat will 
keep her away . Yo ' ll say to her , say , "Come back . " She say , "No ah got [a bet
ter place to live ] . "  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1438) , 2607 : 3 . ] 

13452 . Yo ' kin take a willow tree an ' git some of de bark offa it an ' t ie it 
up in a pocket hans ' cuf f an ' give it to someone an ' dey ' ll follow yo ' an ' do 
anything yo ' ask ' em to . [Waycross  (1134)  1841 : 5 . ] 

13453 . If yo ' wanta make ' em  move out? Ah tell yo ' zactly whut ah do . Ah 
git some new sparkl in ' wine an ' put it in one dese little toy j ugs yo ' git out 

WINE : SPARKLING AND NEW IN TOY JUG - BEFORE DAY POUR 
IT OUT AT THEIR GATE SAYING : THREE NAMES , DE FATHERJ 
SONJ AN ' HOLY GHOST. VANISHED ! PERSON WITHIN LEAVES 

de ten-cent sto ' , an ' go 
right dah [ there ] befo ' 
day in de mawnin '  an ' 
where he have tuh come 
out de gate , an ' po ' it 

down an ' call on de : Three Names, de Fathah, Son an ' de HoZy Ghost. Vanished ! 
It won ' be long ' fo '  de ' re [ they are ] gone . 

(You - all you do is pour some new wine down? ) 
Git some new wine an ' put it in one dem new toy j ugs yo ' see dere . An '  den 

go dere ' fo '  day in de mawnin ' - don ' t let daylight ketch yo ' ,  an ' dey ' ll go on . 
[Brunswick, Ga . , (1223) , 207 7 : 7 . ] 

13454 . An '  if yo ' wants tuh g it rid of  him an ' don ' want him nowhere aroun ' , 
go git chew a bottle of  wine , black wine , an ' git chew a little j ar of  mustard -

WINE :  BOTTLE OF BLACK - HALF JAR OF MUSTARD - BEAT UNTIL 
MUSTARD INVISIBLE - THROW AFTER MAN - WILL NEVER RETURN 

g it chew half a j ar 
of  mustard . Take 
half a j ar o f  mus-
tard into de wine , a 

quart of wine or half a gallon of  wine ' card in '  tuh how yo ' wanta use it . Take 
dat mustard an ' beat it into dat wine lak dat , j es '  cont inually beat it , until 
it all go tuhgether an ' yo ' cain ' t see it - de mustard . Take an ' sprinkle dat 
when he leaves outa yore house ,  if he ' s  stayin ' dere yo ' know. An '  when he 
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leave out , j es '  sprinkle dat behin ' him an ' let him go . He ain ' t comin ' back . 
He cain ' t come back. [The wine lead s him out , the mustard keep s him away , and 
informant is marked ezcelZent. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 2 7 75 : 5 . ] 

13455 . An '  if ah have a enemy that ' s  botherin ' me , ah supposed tuh git - yo ' 
know somebody comin ' tuh me an ' j is '  bo therin ' me all de t ime an ' ah wanted tuh 

WINE : NEW JUG OF - INTO THIS POUR NEW JAR OF MUSTARD 
POUR MUTOBE OR DOORSTEP AT MIDNIGHT TO RUN ENEMY 
NEVER LEr �IC INGREDIENTS TOUCH YOU - DANGEROUS 

run ' em away . Ah kin 
run ' em at twelve a ' clock 
in de night . Ah ' d  buy me 
a j ug of  wine an ' put a 
dime j ar of  mustard in a 

j ug of viDe, an '  po ' that j ug of wine right at de hour of twelve a ' clock right 
at de do' step , but be sho ' [ sure ] not tuh let de wine , tetch me . [There are 
nu.berous warning s in HOODOO by profes sional worker s not to let any of  the in
gredien�s used touch you . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 94 7 ) , 15 27 : 2 . ] 

WIRE :  HEW PINT OF SOUR ITALIAN WINE - BREAK AT GATE 
ap-QUARRELSOME FAMILY : "GOD DAMN YOU , GO" - THEY GO 

13456 . I ' ll go get me a 
p int of this here sour 
wine ,  the Ital ian wine . 
You go there to the gate 

and break it right at their 
in there without there be a 
quickly and mus t  repeat . ]  

gate . They come out there and fus s . Nobody kin go 
fus s , fus s .  What I ' d  do • • •  [ turn off  machine too 

(Nobody can rent that house? ) 
Nobody rent it . 
(Because there ' d  be a fuss in there . )  
Be a fuss all the time . 
(Do you sprinkle this bottle of  sour kind of wine? )  
No , j ust  break it , don ' t  sprinkle it . Just throw this bottle on the floor , 

say a bad word : "God damn , you go . "  So there ' ll be a fuss all the whole time . 
[Not on their floor but at their gate as at the beg inning of rite . ] [New Or
leans , La . , ( 8 7 7 ) , 1439 : 2 . ]  

1345 7 .  Dis puZ Zin ' bone in a chicken , yo '  take dat bone an ' yo ' do a lot ta 
different things wit dis bone . Yo ' take d is pu ZZin ' bone an ' keep it in yore 

WISHBONE OR PULLING BONE 
pocket an ' it gives yo ' good luck . Somet imes yo ' git 
a j ob or yo ' f ind money . An '  yo ' take dis pu Uin ' 
bone again an ' break it an '  stick it through de do ' 

at de f irst  man dat come in . Dat ' ll be yore husband . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1402 ) , 
2662 : 18 . ] 

1345 8 .  Wood l ice - yo ' take de wood lice an ' put it in watah unbeknows t tuh 
de o thah fellah an ' yo ' drink off it , yo ' all body ' ll be full [ of  l ice ] . [ Flor
ence 217 9 : 2 . ] 

P RECED I NG R I TE NO . l3458 ENDS HOODOO MATER I AL 

CO LLECTED BE FORE U . S . A .  ENTERED WORLD WAR I I  

RECORD I NG S  MADE I N  F LOR I DA J  197QJ NOW FO LLOW 



ST . PETERSBURG)  F LOR I DA) YEAR 1970 

F I E LD WOR K  DUR I N G J UN E  AND J U LY 

[ Before you read these following original documents - the firs t one , ROBBIE 
MIFFIN , as human and precious as anything in HOODOO - please recover some o f  the 
attending circumstances and atmosphere by rereading the first two pages of the 
INTRODUCTION to volume 3 .  I have changed that order of interviews in CONT8NTS 
of volume 4 ,  the PROPHET WARKIEE SARHEED being too long and involved for a begin
ning sample . All interviews were taken down on cassettes , informants knowing 
their vo ices were being recorded and their words would be published . Three of 
them also knew their pictures would be published , those at the end of volume 3 .  
Cassettes used here have been preserved and will be deposited with the proper 
archive . ]  

ROBBIE MIFFIN 

[ 1 1Doctor Hyat t  - I wish everyone of  those who read this interview could hear 
the recording . This lady talks with such expression and seriousness that I some
times felt I was there in the car [ automobile ] at the time of interview . There 
is no doubt she believes every word she said to you . Your comments at end of 
interview are on page 20 [of  transcrip t ] .  I think it would help you remember 
this particular person if  you read the comments f irst . "  ( signed) Mrs . Harry 
Dyel . ]  

[Mrs . Harry Dyel transcribed these casset tes as well as double-spaced much of  
HOODOO. She and Mrs . Alfred F .  Pogge appear with me in illustration 4 at end of 
volume 3 . ] 

MIFFIN How do I start the story? 
HYATT (How do you s tart the story? Well suppose you were going to tell this 

story to almost  anyone - your children or someone that came in or something of  
that sort . ) 

MIFFIN How would I tell it • • •  this s tory • • •  
HYATT (I  must get the date down before I forget it . Now I ' ll say • • •  This is 

Sunday , June 7 ,  19 70 , and Mr . Cubby and I and Mrs . Robbie Miff in are sitting iD 
our car and she is go ing to tell me a story about one of her relatives who had 
a spell put on her . ) [Our aar is the gray Chevrolet seen in the illustratiODS 
of volume 3 . ] 

MIFFIN Let ' s git goin ' . 
HYATT (All right we will get going then . ) 
MIFFIN This is about two good frien ' s .  An ' mah cousin sta ' ted co 1 tia1 

[started courting ] this lady ' s  husban ' . An ' this lady f in ' out two .ant ' s  later 
tha ' she [ cousin ]  wus co ' t in '  ' er husban ' an ' she had dis spell put on ' er.  An '  
de spell wus dese snakes an ' some othah insex . Dat whut de dO� says. 

(How many years ago did this happen? ) 
Ooooh , Miz Carrie been dead - been about six yeahs now. Ro ,  it basn' t • • •  yeah , 

about s ix .  
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(I see . Where did this happen , by the way? ) 
This happen in Savannah , Georgia . 
(Oh , in Savannah , Georgia . ) 
She came down [ to Florida ] when she got sick. Dey sent ' er down here to see 

' er bro thah . 
(I see . )  

Den ' er brothah taken ' er from here to a Poot doatoP. 
(Where did he go to , do you know? ) 
I don ' t know where dey went - some part o '  Florida . 
( Some part o f  Florida . )  
Uh huh . An '  this main [man ] worked 

dey got some snakes an ' a lat ta insex . 
snake, as rough as de snake hide . An ' 
[ Children can be heard in background . ]  
den two mont ' s  time she died . 

(I  see . )  

on ' er an ' she went back 3 or 4 times 
An ' ' er skin it turnt as black as de 

all ' er hair , bald , completely bald . 
An '  den she got so desp ' rate an ' less  

But dey did git  dese snakes an ' things out , ' cause her brothah brought de 
j ars back wid dese things , yo ' know, in it . 

( I  see . Then what happened to the woman who put this • . .  ) 
Well , de woman taken sick two mont ' s  later an ' she died . 
(Now this is the woman who put this spell on this o ther woman? ) 

Uh huh . She got sick an ' died sho ' tly aftah mah cousin Carrie died . 
( I  see . Well when the brother took this woman there - this woman was your 

cousin wasn ' t she? ) 
Uh huh . 
(When he took her there , did the roo t doctor say anything when she came in 

or what? ) 

an ' 

[What some doatoPs say on first seeing you can be interesting : see CONSULTA
TION TECHNIQUE , pp . 3 0 7- 3 2 1 , v . l . ] 

Well she went back 2 or 3 t imes an ' he had to keep workin ' on ' er .  Yo ' know , 
to try to git it  all out of ' er .  But when they f in ' ly didn ' git it  all out of  
' er she had turnt so black an ' i t  had poisoned her through an ' through . An ' so  

�tal ' ' er he couldn ' t do her any mo ' good an ' she died sho ' tly aftah .  
( I  see . And what did you say about her skin? ) 
Her skin turnt as black an ' rough , j is '  like a snake . He said she had some-

thin ' like snakes ,  somethin ' out of  a poison snake into her system .  
(I  see . ) 
(Who turned the spell back on the woman? ) 
My cousin [husband o f  cousin , Carrie ] did , he had it turnt back on ' er .  
(Did the same root doctor do that or • • • ) 

No , not de same one , but de one she wus gain ' to down here gave her de s tuf f 
dey put back on ' er up dere . 

(Oh , I see . ) 
She had to go back to Savannah but af ter dey t aken her back up to Savannah , 

dey brought ' er back down here an ' she got so s i ck an ' den dey took ' er f rom 
here back up to dere an ' she died . 

(I  see . ) 
But now de woman did confess dat she had ' er fixed by [ for ] botherin ' wid ' er 

husban' - bein ' a good frien ' to ' er now , she confes sed dat . 
(I see . ) 

Yes , she did . 
�t did they use to call this type of work? ) 
[MUtters something . ] Roots , dey call ' em  Poots. 
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(Roots . I see . What are the people who cure you? What are they usually 
called? ) 

Dey call  ' em root doctors . 
(Root doctors . I see . ) 
Yeah . Yo ' know whut specialize in things like dat . 
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(They specialize in things like that . Did you ever hear of  any o ther person 
being cured by a root doctor? )  

[And now informant gives u s  an example o f  preceding CONSULTATION T.ECBWIQVE! ]  
Well I knowed dis gurl , she an ' my son got into dis trouble togethah an '  • • •  

Lois  [ says "Lois" to Cubby ] an ' ' er husban ' put a lot ta stuff in a p illow an '  
she was - durin ' dis pa ' ticulah t ime she wu s  goin ' up t o  see i f  d is man could 

he ' p  her to get ' er son out of trouble an ' de man tol '  her - say , "Yo ' are 
dyin ' . " Say , "Woman , yo ' almo s ' dead . " An ' she said , "Dyin ' from whut? "  Be 
say , "Honey , yore husban ' done have yore bed fixed . "  An ' so she went back an '  
boy , she said she pull out some stuff she had never s een before . 

(Was it in the p illow? ) 
Inside de mattres s .  
(Oh ,  in the mattress . )  
Inside de mattres s .  She had to g it rid of  de whole mattress . Now, I def ' 

nit ' ly knowed this to happen , too . 
(Well , now what d id she git out of the mat tress? ) 
[ I  often do this sort of thing , use same word (here git) used by informant . 

I am not mocking speaker but concentrat ing on every word . ] 
She didn ' t say but she said it  wus a lotta stuff in de mat tres s . Little 

things like seed she said . 
(Seeds? ) 
Uh huh , but she went to a main [man] in Ca ' l ina , he wus a colahed guy in 

Ca ' lina . She said dis main had a lot of  hair an ' he always go ba ' feeted [bare
footed ] . 

(Who , this doctor? ) 
Yes ,  this root dOctor. 
(He had long hair ? )  
Yeah . Mattah of  fac ' s ince our son been in trouble we been try in '  to  fin '  

' im  up t o  this yeah but we haven ' been able t o  locate ' im  again . 
(THESE PEOPLE SEEM TO HIDE AWA.Y. IT 'S QUITE A JOB TO FIND THEM. ) 
But I know if Lois had f in '  ' im - now I can git de address but I don ' know 

whether Lois have found ' im  cause I won ' see ' er mothah until tomorrow . I mean 
not tomorrow - until Tuesday . 

(Now this last woman that got into trouble , was she running around with some
one? ) 

No , this  man wus j is ' so j e ' lous o '  ' er an ' didn ' wan ' ' er out wid peoples -
out wid nobody an ' he called his self fixin ' ' er j is '  fo ' ' im. 

(I  see . Well , how did your son become mixed up in this? ) 
My son didn ' git mixed up • • •  my son got in a teenage scrape , doesn ' concern it.  
(Oh , I see . You ' ve been trying to find this man • • • ) 
To f in '  somebody to he ' p  us  git dem out . Yo ' know, de people whut said could 

he ' p  yo ' .  Say dey could dress clothe s  an ' he ' p  you git ' em out [of  j ail ] . 
(Oh yes . I see . ) 
Dat ' s how me an ' ' er came in contac ' togethah . 
( I  see . Some o f  the root doctors say they can get you out of j ail too . )  
Dey can .  It  one down in Williston , Florida can git choo out . ALL .YO ' GOTTA 

IXJ IS TAKE 'IM A OL ' FIFTY-CENT - DE OLDES ' FIFTY-CENTS .YO ' CAN FIN ' AN ' HE WILL 
HE 'P .YO ' .  
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(What is his name , do you know? ) 
I don ' know his name but • • • •  Do yo ' know him? [Addresses this ques tion to 

Cubby . ] 
CUBBY I know where he is • • •  

He ' s  down in Williston . Somebody s ' posed to take me down dere , but it ' s  too 
late now. Dey done sentenced my son . Dere ' s  nothin ' I can do about it - not 
ha ' dly anymore . Although I be right upon him. Ev ' ry fourth Sunday I go up to 
see ' im  [ her son ] . 

(I  see . ) 
But this gurl is st ill workin ' on her son - hard , hard [ draws out this hard ] . 

Yo ' know Ronnie , don ' yo ' ?  [Addressed to Cubby . ] Got in dat trouble - his 
mother ' s  Lois . 

CUBBY Oh , yes , yes . I know who yo ' talkin ' about . 
Dat ' s  de one . Yo ' don ' remember the gal who wus stayin ' wit ' er? He had 

her about crazy one t ime , yep . 
(Do you know where this fellow down in Williston l ives? How far is Williston 

from here? )  [ Question addressed to Cubby . ]  
Williston is not too far . [Miff in answer s . ] 
CUBBY Will iston is about an hour ' s  drive . 
Yeah about an hour ' s drive . Because I have been bein ' so broke , but they 

tole me if I g it me de oldes ' f ifty-cent I could f in '  an ' go down dere an ' take 
it I will git little Timmy some money an ' keep me a little p iece of money . Now 
I defin ' tly know people dat go down dere . 

(Now what does he do? Have you any idea? Has anyone told you what he does? )  
Well , dat ' s up t o  yo ' an ' dis main wha ' choo do . Yo ' know wha ' choo wan ' 

did . It ' s  up to yo ' .  
(You take an old f ifty-cent p iece in silver . )  
Yeah, but yo ' got ta have dat . Have yo ' heard dat? [Again asking Cubby . ] 

Yo ' gotta git de oldes ' f ifty-cent p iece yo ' can fin ' . 
CUBBY I happen to know where he lives because I ' ve taken a fare there before . 
(You ' ve taken a fare there . To see him? ) 
But yo ' know what? I know a woman dat got ' er son dead out of  trouble go in '  

up dere - dead out .  But I ' m too late fo ' my boy ' cause I didn ' b ' lieve in d is 
an ' I j is '  couldn ' g it myself up to go ' til it wus too late . Dey sentenced ' im 
an ' ev ' rything . My son go t from 6 months to 20  years an ' he was j is '  15 . 

(Oh , that ' s  terrible ! )  
Yeah . 
(That ' s  terrible ! )  
Yeah , but he can make it out in another year if I understan '  de parole . But 

dis main is good down in Williston , Florida .  Have yo ' heard he was real good? 
[Again talking to Cubby . ]  

CUBBY Yeah , I ' ve heard he ' s  very good . 
Yeah , tha ' s  whut I heard too . 
(We ' ll have to try to see that man , Mr . Cubby . )  
CUBBY We can get down there week after next . 
HYATT TO CUBBY (All right . I ' d  l ike to see him. ) 
HYATT TO MIFFIN (Do you know the names of any other men around here? Or 

women that do that sort of  thing1 Or those who tell fortunes? ) 
Well , I tell you I could try to get to somebody . I know a lo t of people but 

I have to ask ' em yo ' know.  Becuz I re ' lly didn ' believe in ' em .  
(Well supp ose you find out for u s  and Mr . Cubby can you drive by here again? 

You [meaning Mis s Miff in]  have no telephone so you [Mr . Cubby ] can ' t call her . )  
Unless yo ' call me by dat main [man ] , yo ' know, Mr . Chuck . Of course , yo ' 
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see me all de t ime , don ' choo? [Asking Cubby . ]  
CUBBY Yeah . I see you all de time . 
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(Well , j ust tell Mr . Cubby and tell these people I 'm not a policeman , you can 
see that . )  

Dere ' s a lotta dem [ healers ] .  Dere ' s  Zeff ie Hill . 
CUBBY I was tellin '  ' im about her . 
MIFFIN Tha ' Zeffie Hill is good . 
CUBBY I was tellin ' ' im about them . Those are the people who say they heal . 

That ' s  tho se yo ' were tellin '  about comin ' in on Sundays . 
MIFFIN Yeah . Dey don ' do nothin ' but heal , give yo ' numbahs to have luck an '  

thing s .  But dese othah people - dey supposed t o  b e  good . 
CUBBY I heard al so there was some good ones down in Clewiston . 
MIFFIN Yeah , dere ' s some good ones in Clewiston , Florida . But where at in 

Clewiston ,  Florida? ) 
CUBBY I know I could f ind that out from her .  She gits in on the weekends . 

She lives in Clewiston but she lives in • • •  [Mrs . Miff in breaks in before Cubby 
finishes statement . ]  

But yo ' know whut , if Jera [ ? ] hadn ' t  o '  died - I know one lady tha ' he ' ped 
them a lot .  But Jera died and Jera always say , " I ' m  goin ' give yo ' this woman ' s  
address if anythin ' evah happen , g ive her my name an ' tell ' er I sent yo ' . "  But 
I didn ' t get to Jera before • • •  Yo ' remembah Jera Jones an ' she d ied ? [Asking Cub
by . ] She say , " I  could git yore son out of trouble . "  I don ' know why I sat down 
so long , I didn ' t have the money to pay an ' go like dey was goin ' an ' I j is '  lef ' 
ev' rythin ' in the han ' s of the Lawd . Tha ' s j is '  how I wus ' cause I didn ' b ' liev' 
in ' em ,  but now I do . ' Cause I see too many things happenin ' now. Tha ' s true , 
don ' choo think so?  [ To Cubby . ] 

CUBBY In some cases . 
In some cases , yes . [A pounding noise here - apparently it is  her children 

pounding their fist on the car door glass ] "Darrell get away from there ! "  
"Go ahead home ! "  

CUBBY I ' ve seen some things happen I can ' t  explain them myself so it would 
tend to make yo ' sorta believe it . 

(Well now let me give you an illustration - that man you talked to that said 
be was going to put wart s  on your arm . Now if you were in the proper frame of 
�d it ' s  j ust  poss ible that he could put them on you . See what I mean? ) 

Sho ' , look what I did about 3 weeks ago . I went to a house - me an ' this 
girl was goin ' wid dis same boy . Dis woman , o l '  ' nuf f f o '  my Momma now . This 
stuff from spirits from whut I know fo ' myself . Okay , dey kep ' sendin ' fo ' me 
an '  I know I don ' drink no likker . I know good and well I don ' drink l ikker . 
An ' I goes up there - sit there - de bar . Dey had a ha ' fa p int settin '  up there 
on de table an ' I said to ' er ,  I said , "Wel l ,  look , I don ' drink no likker . "  
-reah , drink some . "  An ' the devil tol ' me to drink tha ' likker an ' boy I ' m 
�ellin '  yo ' - my little daughtah could tell yo ' - I came back downstairs , I be
&in to git real s ick. She po ' ed the l ikker an ' she po ' ed the Coca Cola in. 
The Coca Cola float in '  in the l ikker an ' I came back downstairs an ' in about 30 
�utes I got deathly sick an ' I got so sick I j is '  layed across de bed . An '  
•is same little girl whut was standin ' right dere [ she may be referring to�e 
of the children who earlier was pounding car window] . I sta ' ted vomit in ' , an '  
.an ,  dese li 1 le things - white  an 1 dey are wrapt up j is '  like a worm. Jes ' 
like a worm an ' dey come outa me for about 30 minutes an ' I wus so sick! Yo ' 
kDow I got a fo ' k  an ' I took one out an ' I tried to unwrap it . Ev ' rytime I 
try to unwrap it they wrap back up an ' there ' s  about 3 0  of  ' em in dere an ' I 
wen '  to de doctah an ' yo ' know whut he tol '  me? I was l ikker poisoned ! 
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(You were what? )  
Likker poisoned . Dat likker was poison. 
(Uh huh . ) [At least I am noncommital ! ]  

An '  yo ' know right today she come right dere an ' sit 
right dere ev ' ry day . An '  I JIS ' HATE 'ER TO MY HEART. 
an '  I tol ' ' er de othah day , "Don ' t come to my house no 
be my momma an ' she goin ' wid dis young boy. 

on dat step , dat bench 
An ' I j is '  came right 

mo ' . " She ol ' ' nuff to 

(Well why did she do it to you? Is she j ealous of you? ) 
Goin ' wit de same main . I mean , yo ' know she ' s do dese hot things yo ' know, 

dese lookin ' things an ' dat woman couldn ' t  see me ag ' in no mo ' ,  ' cause dat guy 
is good an ' I could git dat money an ' a lot of women can ' t see no man takin ' 
care o f  no woman . Dere some women dat cain ' t .  AN ' RIGHT DEN AN ' DERE I MADE 
UP IN MY MIN ' UNLESS IT 1 S JESUS� BABY� DAT 1 S THE ONLIEST PERSON CAN GIVE ME A 
DRINK - JESUS. If I drink it I be by myself . It ' s  somethin ' I bought by my
self , not wit nobody ' cause I been deathly sick from likker . I won ' bother 
wit it . An' she go to dis main up here all de time but he don ' t  do nothin ' 
but heal , yo ' know? 

CUBBY Heal . 
Up in Tumesea [ ? ] ,  yo ' heard of  ' im? 
(What ' s  his name? ) 
I don ' know his name . 
CUBBY Tumesea [ ? ] ,  Georgia? 
Yeah . Doc - dey call him Doc . 
(Where is  i t  now, what ' s  the town? ) 
CUBBY Tha ' s in Tumesea [ ? ] , Georgia . 
Dat ' s  in Thomasvill e .  [Now it sounds like they are saying Thomasville . ] 
(Thomasville? ) 
Yeah . But Honey [Who is  called Honey? ] yo ' know he got his church , but he do 

not do no nasty deal . Tha ' man ' s straight . He ' s  a healer , he ' s  straight . 
(Just a healer . In other words he doesn ' t put any conditions on you but he 

will remove evil conditions . )  
He will move evil conditions but he will no t put nothin ' on you . 
( I  see . ) 
Now, I def ' nit ' ly knows dat . 
(Well ther ' e [ there are ] some o f  these people I ' d  like to talk to j us t  to get 

their experience . )  
[My desire will be granted in some of  the following interviews . ]  
Yeah . But dere ' s a lot of ' em  yo ' go to yo ' git a good cussin '  out , dat ' s 

whut yo ' ll git ' cause mos t  people don ' wan ' choo to know dey doin ' things l ike 
dis.. A lo t of ' em  don ' , do dey? [Asking Cubby. ] 

CUBBY No , dey like to keep it a secret . 
Lak to keep it a secret . 
CUBBY They have quite a few ' roun ' here , but yo ' can ' t f in '  out . 
Dere ' s a lot of ' em roun ' here . I ' m lookin ' at one dere • • •  yo ' know who I ' m 

talkin ' about , lookin ' at one dere right yonder . I mean yo ' don ' git nothin ' 
dere an '  I know yo ' don ' git nothin ' from ' er but a good cuss in ' out . Oooh,  
' cause she don ' - she will not talk to yo ' . 

(In other words you j ust have to take it along easy . ) 
Yeah. 
(And they have to really trust you and know who you are and all that sort of  

thing. ) 
Yeah, yeah. 

b ' lieve. 
Dese people roun ' here do not trust yo ' too much , yo ' d better 
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(Well , I don ' t blame them . I tell you today the way the world is • • •  ) 
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Mo s '  of ' em - yo ' tell ' em somethin ' they go on an ' tell the pollece , don ' t  
they? [ Says to Cubby . ] 

CUBBY That ' s  right . 
De poleece dey turnin ' up givin ' yo ' all kin ' a dirty things .  An '  yo ' j is '  

cain ' t blame people fo ' tryin ' to pertek [protect ] themselves . 
(Well years ago there were a lot of stool p igeons . Are they dropping out? ) 
No • • •  dere ' s a lot of ' em bein ' dropped , dere ' s  a lot of ' em bein ' kilt . 
(Well , certainly as sure as a white man came around they ran and told the 

police that some fellow was out there working • • •  ) 
Yo ' f in '  a few. Well , yo ' don ' f in ' - yo ' wus young when there wus stool 

p igeon s .  Boy , that Abraham, Abraham , u h  Alford • • •  It  was so many o f  ' em  da t  • • • 
dat fellow got kilt • • • James . Dere ' s  a lo t ' em go t kilt , them gangsters from 
Tampa had dem kilt off . Yo ' can ' t  be bothahed • • •  dose b ' lievers • • •  do se people 
don ' t b ' lieve in things . Aw, they had them dropped o f f . [She rambles on and 
on in this paragraph . I was uncertain of most  of this . Mrs . Dyel . ]  

(What about those people who give you lucky numbers? Have you ever gone to 
anyone to get a lucky number? )  

I ' ll go to one . I go out dere on Hamm Road ev ' ry week to get me one [ laughs ] .  
CUBBY The lady I took you to the other day . [Meaning Dr . Hyatt I believe . 

Mrs . Dyel . ] 
Ev ' ry week . An ' yo ' know what • • •  
(Oh , oh , which one was she ? The white woman or the colored ? ) 
CUBBY The whit e  woman . 
(Oh , she gave numbers - from Palmetto ? )  
Yes . Yo ' know I went out dere an ' yo ' know whut she tol ' me? She tol ' me 

to play a one-s ix an ' a five- s ix .  Yo ' know whut , I didn ' t have but $ 5 .  Yo ' know 
that I stood up dere an '  let dat one-six came by an ' paid $85 . I wen ' out dere 
a Thur sday an ' do yo ' know it  came out on Friday night an ' I stood up dere - I 
didn ' t have but $5 . I s tood up dere an ' said , "Dere ain ' t  go ing to be no one
six ,  de odds is too high . "  An ' here comes one-six . $ 85 • • •  I was s ick . She gave 
•e dat number . I gave ' er $2 . She gave me a one-s ix and a f ive-six .  The f ive
six came in de las ' race . $ 85 • • •  an ' I wus dead broke . An '  she gave me the two
eight , the two-eight came • • •  [ Transcriber Mr s .  Dyel says , "The paragraph was dif
ficult to transcribe . She is talking very fast . " ]  

(Well how would she get those numbers ? )  
I don ' t know • • •  she wus a min ' reader . She read ' em .  
(Do you know I talked to that woman . Yeah , isn ' t  that right Mr . Cubby? ) 
Did she talk all right?  
( She wasn ' t  do ing much talking to me . )  
She was lookin ' at yo ' do ' [ though ] wasn ' t  she? S tudyin ' yo ' ?  
(Well this is the white woman , isn ' t  it? ) 
Yeah , yeah 1 but I l ike tha ' main [man] bettah . 
(Is  there a husband , that man in the same house? ) 
Yeah . I like that main [man ] bettah than I do tha ' woman . 
(Well , I think she ' s clever . )  
She is re ' ly clevah . 
( She ' s quite a talker and quite intelligent . What was her name? Something? 

Something? )  [Name purposely omitted . ]  
Yo ' know what else she do ? Now I ' ve knowed people to git into a little 

trouble an ' dey have to pay her so much , about $ 3 7 . But she ' s  straight dey say . 
(I think she was a l ittle bit frightened about me . )  

Yeah , she prob ' ly was .  



4500 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

(She may talk to me again , I don ' t know. She was very nice about it . I 
think if these peop le knew they were not go ing to be personally involved , that 
there is no name given or anything of that sort , I think they would really talk , 
don ' t you? ) 

CUBBY Yes .  I think they would . That ' s the main problem . 
But there is so many things bein ' ga in '  on when dey wus t ellin '  de po-leece 

ev ' rythin ' - I mean yo ' can ' t blame ' em ,  can yo ' ? 
(Oh ,  I know. Well ,  how is  Palmetto? Years ago you used to always • • •  ) 
Oh, no , no . I t ' s no mo ' o '  dat now . Now , if yo ' hear of a number , ev ' rythin ' 

comes strictly f rom de dogs . Yo ' cain ' t even f in ' none ' roun ' . People got so 
bad in turnin ' dem up dey j is '  had to give it up . 

[ Cubby says something and she repeats it . I cannot tell what they say . ] 
Cubie s top an ' people stop wit it , yo ' see? 
CUBBY That ' s  right . 
When they s topped dat over in Cuba they automat ically • • •  they prob ' ly be do in '  

some kin ' o f  o l ' mes s from the dog . But they don ' bothah wit it . I don ' know 
nobody over here [ in S t .  Pet ersburg? ]  playin ' no Cuba anymo ' . Dere ' s  no sech 
word as a Cubie no mo ' .  

(Cubie ? )  
CUBBY Cubie . 
(Cubie ? What 's that ? )  
Jes ' a number , dat ' s  wha ' dey call it at Palmetto [Florida ] . 
CUBBY Jus ' a number . Jus ' a new name . 
An '  boy I used t o  know some people used to write [ or ride ] it 6 or 7 hundred 

dollars a week but all of  ' em gone , dey j es '  forgo t ' bout it . 
(People who sold number s ? ) 
If dey were throwin ' time on yo ' [ giving prison terms ] l ike dey wus throwin ' 

on dose  peop le , yo ' would ' ve stopped too . 10 or 15 and 20 year s .  Who want dat 
time? Nobody ! 

( In other words you can ' t go around to shops - years ago you could go around 
and buy numbers any place . You could get them for a penny a p iece . ") 

Ooh , no . Yo ' can ' t buy ' em here no mo ' .  Know [Do you know ] where ev ' rybody 
go at night ?  T o  t he dogs . Ev ' rybody [ go ]  to the dogs [ dog races ] now. An ' 
tha ' s fas ' money too . 

(I see . D id you ever get a lucky number that worked ? )  
Who , me? No , ' cause I ' m a lucky dreamer .  See , I can dream my own number s , 

see . I ' m my own • • •  

(What do you mean dream a number? )  
Well ,  don ' chao dream? 
(Yes . ) 
Well , I j es '  dream .  I have good dreams . I ' m a good dreamer . 
(And do you remember any number s in the dream , things of that sort ? )  
Who me? I remember ev ' rythin ' I dream.  
( I  evidently don ' t  sleep well . I don ' t remember my dreams . )  
Yo ' know wha ' I did Thursday night? I had my rent - $ 60 !  The rent man there 

put up a s ign to move . I wusn ' t workin ' . S ixty dollahs behind in de who le t ime  
I been dere . At leas ' I got my four kids home . Here he comes wit a s ign . I 
layed down We ' nesday night - I ' m j is ' goin '  to tell yo ' what I d id . An ' I wen ' 
to bed. I wus so disgus ted We ' nesday night . Yo ' know whut I dream? A main 
[man] vhut I use to go wit came an ' tol ' me , I said , "Where yo 1 been so long ? "  
H e  said , "I got in some troub le . "  I say ,  "Yeah? " I s ay , "What kin ' o '  trouble?" 
He say ., "For a cell mate . " I say , "How much did yo ' git ? "  He say , "$42 , 000 . "  
I got ready - I had $ 3 . 00 .  This j is '  to show yo ' yo ' got luck on yo ' .  [ She 
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cont inues with this s tory , speaks rap idly and in incomp lete sentences , does not 
speak clearly - impossible to transcr ibe ] • • •  an ' now I dreamed o f  tha ' number . 

(How much rent do you have to pay? ) 
[ She calls out to someone , " I ' ll see yo ' later . " ]  I have to pay $ 60 a month . 
( S ixty dollars a month? How many rooms have you ? )  
I have eight rooms . I have to pay my water b ill , $18 and $19  a month . 
(You have this whole ground floor here ? )  
I have this whole groun ' flo ' . I have to pay water bill , l ight bill , gas 

bill an ' then $60  with my own fun ' s  [ fund s ] . Ever ' thin ' belongs to me in there . 
Jes ' de emp ty house which de house a in ' t worth two cent s ,  yo ' know dat . 

(The house is  ready to fall down , huh? ) 
No , it ' s  not ready to fall down . It ' s  all r ight ' cause I l ike to keep it up . 
(Well ,  you ' re doing that - they don ' t l ike to  keep i t  up ? )  
They paint it on the ou ' side and throw some li ' le mess on it , tha ' s all . 
(Well , we ' ll have to get after some of these people . You ' ll be thinking of 

some other people for us , won ' t  you and tell Mr . Cubby? ) 
I know a lo t o '  people who know me .  
(All r ight , you think o f  some more experiences you ' ve had . ) 
I know tho se are the onliest two I know. ' Cause I didn ' t  re ' lly believe any 

o '  them ' t il I seen her . 
(Uh huh . )  
Do yo ' know how a pot looks when it gits real black when yo ' re cookin ' crabs 

or somethin? 
CUBBY Yeah , ' cause I used to work with my grandmother makin ' soaps . 
Now, tha ' s  how she had turned , black as tha ' . Tha ' how she wus , boy , an ' she 

wus sho ' ' nuff  • • •  an ' them eyes wus bloodsho t real - an ' tha ' hair wus j es '  as 
bald as a - she wus fixed l ike tha '  • 

(Did she ever go to an ordinary doctor ? )  
She went t o  an ord 'nary doctor but they couldn ' even - she went to him fo ' 

over a year . But wha ' could they do? No thin ' . They couldn ' do her no kin ' a  
good . He said dere wus somethin ' wrong wit ' er o ther than j us ' bein '  s ick . De 
doctor to l '  ' er dat he couldn ' even reach ' er case . 

(Even the root man failed , eventually. )  
No , I don ' think he failed . I think he did de bes ' he could ' cause she wait

ed too late to go to one . 
(I  see . )  
But when dis thin ' git a good hol ' on yo ' ,  yo ' don ' git cured , do yo ' ?  Not 

when it ' s  gone into yore system .  ' Cause when yore sys tem git s  po isoned dere ' s  
nothin '  can be done ' bout it ' less it ' s  - de doctor yo ' know work on it , but 
somethin ' l ike dat , like snakes bein '  put into yore laig - dose thin ' s are ba ' d  
to control ' les s yo ' git a doctor fas ' . 

(Well , how do they get those snakes into you? ) 
If  yo ' wus a frien ' o '  me an '  yo ' come into my house I ' d  automatically put 

it in yore water , yore food , somethin ' yo ' d  drinkin ' . 
(What do you put it in?)  

Yo ' put it in anythin ' that ' ll hit de stomik,  Baby . 
if it poison - yo ' could be cons ' ly [ constantly ] go in ' 
an ' goin ' wid her husban ' an '  de woman f in '  it out an ' 
an ' she ' d  slo ' ly be killin ' yo '  an ' yo ' don ' t know it . 

(Does she put real po ison in you or  • • • ? )  

Yo ' could say yo ' goin'  -
over to a woman ' s house , 
she let yo ' st ill come 

It not be re ' l  poison , it ' d  be somepin she go t from goin ' to a root doctor . 
(Oh ,  the root doctor gives you something , a dust or something of that sort ? )  
They call it dus ' , dat ' s  whut dey call it . 
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(Did you ever hear o f  goofer dust ? )  
Goofer dus ' - I he ' rd dat years ago . I used to hear my mo ther speak of  it . 
(What in the world is goofer dus t ? )  
Docto r ,  I ' m  young , I don ' know. [ Does she call me doator? ] 
CUBBY Now they call it goober dust. 
Goober dus ' ?  
(How do you spell that? ) 
CUBBY I think it G-U-B-E-R , goober dust .  ' Cause I ' ve heard it  ment ioned 

recen ' ly someone was talkin ' about it - they went to a root doctor an ' got some 
goober dust .  

(Did you remember the person who went t o  the roo t doctor and got the goober 
dust? ) 

CUBBY I know this person very well but I know he wouldn ' t  talk to you . 
I KNOW A WOMAN COULD TELL HIM "ROOTS" FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION, BUT I 

KNOW 'D SHE WOULDN ' TALK TO HIM. I KNOW DAT 'CAUSE SHE RUN DIS HOUSE AN ', BABY, 
NOT NOBODY WHITE GIT PAS ' DEM STEPS AN ' YO ' BETTER B 'LIEVE IT. Yo ' don ' git 
to dat house . She has tol ' me pers ' nal thin ' s  • • •  an ' right now she ' s  gone . Yo ' 
let me go up dere an ' steal somethin ' ,  yo ' let me roun ' de corner , steal some
thin ' . She don ' have to be home an ' I bet yo ' she come in here an ' tell me -
she be gone let ' er come back an ' she say , "Gimme my stuff yo ' got it . "  She ' ll 
tell yo ' it ' s  ' er stuff . 

(This is what we were talking about before? She does things • • •  ) 
No , she don ' do thin ' s but she knows a great deal . But yo ' don ' g it nothin 

from dat . 
(Well ,  she doesn ' t want to become involved ,  she ' s fr ightened . )  
SHE NOT FRIGHTENED BY ANY BUSINESS DEY HAS. THEY DON ' GIT INVOLVED IN ANY-

THIN ' LIKE DAT. ' CAUSE DEY 'RE AFRAID OF DE WHITE MAIN [man ] PERIOD ! 
(White man? ) 
She f rightened ' cause she don ' know if dey ' re p imp s ,  poleece an ' detectives . 
(Well , listen - at my age , j2 - I ' m  no t police or anything like that . )  
Dere ' s a lo tta colored people dat ' s  75 and doin ' a lo tta thin ' s l ike dat . 

How would dey know? Dat ' s  why dey don ' t trust nobody . 
(Well , I can prove my ident ity . Isn ' t that right , Mr . Cubby? ) 
CUBBY Yes . 
Yo ' could prove it , but how dey know it ? A lo t ta dem don ' b ' lieve it . Do 

dey? 
CUBBY No , they wouldn ' t ,  but he has a great deal of material an ' s tuff that 

he ' s  done . 
(Well , no t only that , but I have ident if ication papers - all sorts of things 

to prove my ident ity . But if a person is fr ightened a lot of that stuff might 
seem fake to them . ) 

Boy , yo ' know what?  I ' ve seen , I been places an ' I seen poleeces could ' ve 
pulled ev ' rybody out of dere an ' t ime dey go t to the steps - an ' damn if they 
wouldn ' even put dere feets on dat woman ' s  steps .  An ' dat been go in ' on fo ' de 
las ' twen ' y  years an ' ain ' t nothin ' ever happened yet . 

(The police won ' t arrest her or do anything? )  
Ain ' t  gonna do no thin to ' er !  Are yo ' kiddin ' ? 
(You call that - she dPessed them? ) 
No , she got dem dPessed to keep them away . She got them l ike that . Some 

person gave it to ' er .  Somethin ' they gave it to ' er to use to keep dem away . 
She got to git it renewed . 

COlBY Her steps are dPessed. 
Yeah. dat ' s  what I always heard , too . 
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(Now suppose a black man were do ing the same thing I am doing - would he have 
any more luck than I am having now? ) 

In some cases but they ' s  a lotta colored people ain ' t gonna give no black or 
white no info ' mat ion . 

(Has nothing to do with color at all , they j us t  want to keep quiet? ) 
They j us '  gonna keep quiet . Lemme tell yo ' I used to stay right there 

[point s ] . See tha ' end apartment , 1036? Look, las ' year a snake got in my 
house .  I ' m j us '  gonna show yo ' .  A snake - now yo ' can ask anybody ' round here . 
Now tha ' snake stayed in my house two years , I mean two weeks , an ' yo ' know wha '? 
When I firs ' saw the snake I wus gettin '  ready to go to work one Tuesday mornin ' 
an ' tha ' snake wus in my bathroom.  An ' I walked by an ' tha ' thin ' wus j us ' a 
wigglin ' . An ' , Boy , I looked down an ' he wus j es '  ' bout from this corner to 
tha ' corner . Boy , I had a nervous breakdown almo s ' . Okay , called the rent man . 
The snake got away from him - called the rent man but I saw the snake when he 
went in this li ' le hole . I kep ' seein ' ' im  • • •  an ' the boy came in - he sware he 
shot that snake all fo ' guardin ' me - prob ' ly say I shot him .  Okay we ran on . 
My children scared to stay in the house . I ' m  up all night , ev ' ry night fo ' ' bout 
two weeks . That snake , he wus suppo sed to been dead . Now tha ' guy said he shot 
him. He said he shot him .  Okay the nex ' two days I went to work. The lady said 
the snake came back out . Out of all the se peoples houses ' roun ' here . It  came 
back out [pause ] that evenin ' I was on the j ob ,  my daughter called me , said , 
"Mama the snake back in the house , he behind the refrigerator . "  Okay , I came 
right home went an ' looked behin ' the refrigerator . Say the snake behin ' the 
refrigerator an ' I know I shot at the snake an ' I swear to God by me I hit him. 
But he mus ' of  - he went into a l i ' le hole somewhere . He foun ' a li ' le hole . 
Then the rent man came . Mr . Moular , my rent man , an ' had the whole thin ' seale� 
the cabinets , cupboard and trash can . Boy , I didn ' t see the snake , it wus ' bout 
three days . Okay , went to work, went to work, my s ister looked in ev ' rythin ' 
tryin ' to fin ' this snake . Looked ev ' rywhere an ' at the end o f  two weeks the 
snake done came back . The lady said he was up under the house .  S t ill he up 
under ' er house an ' didn ' t  go into ' er house , but he went right back in my house. 
Now wasn ' tha ' strange ? He came back in my house an ' after he came back in my 
house an ' Linda wus sittin '  on the porch right nex ' to the sidewalk there , the 
snake walked in there so nice . Guess where he got up . He got up in the springs 
o f  my bed - in the spring of my bed . An ' tha ' s  where they kilt it . The las ' 
time they kilt it they kilt it in the spring of my bed . An ' when I came the 
snake wus layin ' on the sidewalk an ' honey , I wus relieved . I hadn ' t  slept in 
two weeks . Now out of  all the people the snake came - but I had to move . I 
went off . 

(That was in the house where I interviewed the old man . ) 
Yo ' know wha ' , YO ' REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE COMIN ' FROM OUT O '  TOWN, YO ' KBOfl. 

LIKE FATHER ROBINSON, REMEMBER? ONE 0 '  THOSE MEN CAME TO ME AN ' TOLE ME THA ' 
SNAKE WUS PLANTED TO COME IN MY HOUSE TO BITE ME. But the snake didn '  never 
bother anybody . He was striped . I don '  know wha ' kin ' a  snake he wus but they 
say he would ' ve bit me if he could ' ve got to me . 

(Who was Father Robinson? ) 
He used to be - Father Robinson - wha ' happened to him? 
CUBBY Oral Robinson? 
Wha ' happened to him he don ' bother ' roun ' us no mo ' .  Where is be! 
CUBBY No • • •  
(Would he be Oral Roberts ? )  
CUBBY Yes . 
(The man on the television?) 
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CUBBY Yes , that ' s  who she ' s  talking about . 
No , I ' m talkin ' ' bout Father Robinson . This is a colored man . 
CUBBY Oh, you mean the o ther one , he didn ' t have a T . V .  program. No , he had 

a radio program on TMD on Sunday . 
Yeah ,  what happened to him? He used to come down here an ' put up his tent 

an ' heal you if anythin ' wus on yo ' .  [ Cut in tape . ] 
(The preceding conversat ion is by three people , Miss Robb ie Miff in , myself 

and Mr .  Cubby . We are s itting in the car . Mr . Cubby and I are in the front 
� and Miss Hiffin in the back seat . Two or three t imes her children try to 
get in the car and she tells them to get away . Largely we ' re talking about 
future prospects more than anything else . But I may be able to get a couple 
short stories out of her material ! ! !  Before Mr . Cubby and I called upon her we 
tried to find a Bishop who was known to be a healer . He had moved and we could 
not find him. Also Mr . Cubby had talked to a man who claimed to be a healer .  
But Cubby says he didn ' t know anything , that he was out to get information for 
somebody el se . We think we know who the person was but we ' ll get in contact 
with him - the man - and see what happens . Next week, Mr . Cubby is st ill on his 
taxi j ob ,  but the week after that he will be off for a full month . We ' ll p rob
ably go to one or two small towns near here if we can f ind anyone , we ' ll see 
what happen s . )  [Cut in tape . ]  

(The preced ing , Mis s Bobby Miff in was informant #5 here in St . Peter sburg , 
Note when I s tart to transcribe this , note  we are talking about a woman who read 
my palm a week ago , the white woman. I knew there was more to her than that . I 
didn ' t insist about anything because it ' s  j us t  poss ible that I may be able to 
interview her . I don ' t know j us t  how I could manage it . The man presumably is 
her husband and so many peop le seem to think that  he is better than she is . I 
doubt whether they ' re go ing to commit themselves .  I can see in this work we are 
going to have to be very careful . Cond it ions have changed thr ough the years . 
Things are not guite as open as they were . Well , open isn ' t the word . They ' re 
really frightened because the law has come down rather heavily upon them . They 
were talking about • • • ) [Machine is shut o f f . ] 

DREAMS AND VI S IONS BY MRS . JOHNSON 
ACCOMPANIED BY SPECIAL NOISES FROM 

CHILDREN - ROOSTERS - SWITCH ENGINE - BULL DOZER 
FINALE BY POLICEMAN FOLLOWING US OUT OF TOWN 

[Although Mrs . Johnson did no t appear to have been influenced by hoo doo , her 
dreams and vis ions - like second s ight , spec ial healing power and perhap s all 
mystic gif t s - illustrate important aspects  of  our principal theme , hoodoo . 
Here we have a chance to examine a few related f ields unencumbered by magic 
rites . Also  they will assist  in answering the ques tion : how do you know whe ther 
a person is telling the truth or lying - j ust making up things ? This latter 
problem I shall discuss in the INTRODUCTION to volume 5 .  Finally , Mrs . Johnson 
unknowingly may have helped us reach Doctor Walker . ]  

[We - my assis tants Cubby and Charles , and I - were hunting for a root doc
tor or hoodoo man living acro ss Tampa Bay . All we knew about him was his name 
and town. That long and beautiful ride over water awed me ! Thirty-one years 
previously my wife and I had made this same passage by boat , as we started down 
the Vest Coas t for the Tamiami Trail . With us was that great as sis tant o f mine , 
Edward Bufford , a black man . Soon and without trouble we were in f ront o f  doc-
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tor 's house at the country-edge o f  the black dis trict . ]  
[Mr . Cubby knocked upon the door of  mysterie s .  It  opened , he entered and the 

door closed . How long he remained inside I no longer remember , but he eventually 
reported the do ctor no t home - probably in another room listening - and little 
chance we would ever see him. While s i t t ing there in the car I noticed the house 
next to the doator 's , then the next hous e ,  on the porch of  which were two elder
ly women and a small girl . After Cubby ' s  report , unrecorded , I said to him, 
"See that house with the two women and child on the porch? Drive down slowly 
until you are in front o f  them, and Charles , "  I said , " take your t ime ,  easy does 
it , talk with the women . Tell them we are collec t ing dream experiences or seeing 
things , show how the recorder works , say something to microphone , let them speak 
into it , and replay . We pay a modes t fee for t ime . "  Soon Charles waved for us 
to come in . And here is what Mrs .  Johnson said : ] 

(This is Harry Middleton Hyatt  speaking . Today is  Wednesday , June 17 , 1970  
and we are in  Palmetto , Florida . There are  6 o f  us present , three men and three 
young ladies . [They were not 3 young lad ies , but two elderly women and a girl 
7 years old , as I explain at end of  interview. ] How does that do ? Now Mrs .  
Johnson is go ing to tell me a personal experience of  hers . )  

Uh , ah had a personal • • •  now it  have been 2 yeahs ago . Ah wo ' k  ovah tuh Anna 
Maria fo ' Miz Holmes , Maude Holmes . An '  ah went • • •  ah had this vis ion tha ' 
night . Ah wus taken from mah bed [well-known theme ] an ' over to ' er house [well
known theme ] an ' de way ah wa ' ked [walked ] in de house de kitchen wus on dis side 
an ' de sto ' room wus ovah theah . Well , it wus done changed [well-known theme ] . 
Ah spoke tuh ' er an ' said , "Good Mawnin ' , "  an ' ta ' ked tuh ' er an ' ,  uh - an ' so  
dat wus in de vision . So  ah aftah while ah looked - an ' ah got a gran ' daughtah 
in company wid a boy an ' we call ' im Johnny Bob [ later calls him colahed Johnny ] .  
Well dis white boy he had j o ined de Marines an ' lef ' , had been gone ' bout a yeah 
or so , maybe two yeahs or somethin ' but ' is t ime is j is '  about up . An ' so John
� [white boy ] came an ' he had on a maroon shirt an ' EVAH TIME AH DREAM OF ENY
BODY GOT ON RED DERE 'S DEATH. Don ' t ah tell yo ' all [ the o ther elderly woman 
and young girl ] ' at ?  An ' dey know it . An '  ah said to ' im , ah seed ' im comin ' ,  
ah run tuh ' im. Ah say , "Wha ' s de mattah ,  wha ' s de mat tah? " He say , "Oh , ain ' t  
nuthin . " Well she [ the p receding Miz Holme s ]  tole me she got a bamboo [ clump ] 
out to ' er house like dat wheah dey go t  f ishin ' poles . She say , "Mamie . "  I say , 
"Mam? " She say , "Yo ' git • • •  yo ' like tuh go f ishin ' . "  She say , "Yo ' git some
body tuh cut dose f ishin ' poles an ' yo ' can have many of ' em as yo ' wan ' an ' let 
dem cut dem some too . "  So ah said , "Wha ' s de • • •  " [What are you do ing here ! ] 
He said , "Well ,  ah j is ' come • • •  " NOW AH TOLE 'IM THA ' ABOUT 1 4  YEAHS AGO an ' he 
j is '  come [ 14 years later ] aftah de chile done gone , done j o in de ahmy [ army ] , 
de Marines .  An '  [ he ]  come an ' he ta ' ked about de f ishin ' pole . Well de colabed 
Johnny [ Bob ] come an ' said , "Ah come to cut dose f ishin ' poles an ' ah wamaa bow 
wheah Miz Holmes wan ' de rubbish . "  Ah said , "Miz Holmes ,  Johnny wa ' ked by heah 
tuh cut dose poles wha ' yo ' tole me ah could have . "  She said , "Yes Mala. " Ah 
said , "He said he wanna know wheah yo ' wan ' de rubbish . "  So she said ,  "Ve.ll 
TELL 'IM FIVE� FO ' OR SIX. " WELL AH DIDN ' KNOW WHA ' SHE MEANT. An '  so ah wen '  
back to ' im  an ' tole ' im ,  ah said , "Johnny Bob . " He said , "Mam? " Ah said, "She 
say fo ' ,  five or s ix . " An ' in go in '  back to ' im ah always have a relation 
[ talk] an ' he ta ' ks tuh me . An ' he said tuh me , "Well , yo ' knocks off at 4 
o ' clock an ' de bus don ' leave ' til f ive , "  an ' says , "yo ' d  be bo.e at silt a' 
yo ' d  be out heah . " An '  so he j is '  whirled roun ' when ah tole ' ia  date' he 
wanted to know wheah when he trimmed dose thin ' s ,  wheah he gonoa put dat rubbish , 
dat stuf f . Ah said , "Well dat ' s  up tuh yo ' . " An '  so ah said ,  "'lo . "  An '  ah 
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tole ' er .  An ' he went on , come on twist on aroun ' , now come back. Now dat wus 
on a Tuesday night ah seen dis an ' ta ' ked to ' er .  We ' nesday ah had tub go tub 
' er an ' wo ' k . An ' ah said , "Good mawnin'. " Ev ' ry t ime ah hit [ reach ] de do ' dey 
be off in de living room .  Ah say , "Good mawnin ' . "  Dey say , "Good mawnin ' . " He 
in de livin ' room, he ' d  speak an ' she in de bathroom or changin ' de baby . An '  
so ah go ahead an ' change mah clothes . Well dere had been a change theah . So 
she come in , ah say ,  "Ah been here onct befo ' dis week. " She say , "No . " Ah say, 
Ah ta ' k  to yo ' . "  She say ,  "No ,  yo ' didn ' ta ' k  tub me . "  AH SAY� "AH COME IN A 
VISION. " She say , "Yo ' came in a vis ion?"  Ah say , "Yes , an ' ah ta ' k  tub yo ' . " 
An '  so ah said , "Yo ' been worried ' bout somethin ' . Wha ' yo ' been worried ' bout'!" 
She said , "No ah ain ' t been worryin ' . "  Ah say , " Study [ think it over ] , study . "  
She say , "Oh, yo ' ' membah dat ont [ aunt ] ah tole yo ' ah had ,  tha '  millionare ont 
[ aunt ] tha ' sent all dat fruit , had all dat fruit sent heah evah yeah? " Ah said,  
"Yes Mam. " She said to  me , she said , "Well , she taken deafly [deathly ] s ick an ' 
she died befo ' dey could git ' er tuh de hosp ital . "  Ah said , "Ah know ' d  theah 
wus somethin ' , ah didn ' t know wha ' it  wus . "  I said , "But theah is some mo ' tub 
dat dream. 1 1  Ah said , "Ah ain ' t satisfied ' bout it , "  ah said , " evah ' time ah seed 
it dey ' s  death . "  An ' so she said tuh me , "Well , wha ' is it ? "  An ' I tole ' er 
' bout dis boy comin ' tuh tell me ' bout de f ishin '  pole . "  So he lef ' an ' ah had 
a gran ' daughtah heah an ' ah tole ' em all roun ' heah . WHEN AH RA VE  DEM VISIONS 
AH TELL DEM ALL. So ah said to ' er [Miz Holmes ] ah say , "When yo ' heard from 
Johnny? " Huh stepgrandson wus named Johnny. She said , "Mamie , it ' s  been ' bout 
10 weeks or bet tah since ah heard from Johnny . "  Ah say , "Maybe yo ' ll git a few 
lines today . " So she went on up to de office , real estate off ice . She wo ' k  at 
de real estate office ,  yo ' can call ' er ,  dis heah ' s real , yo ' can ast ' er an ' 
she ' ll tell yuh , she ' s  white . An ' so she say s  - she come back, she say , "Mamie ." 
Ah say , "Mam? " Ah said , "Ah done tole my gran ' daughtah . "  My gran ' daughtah say ,  
"Well , Gran ' ma Mamie? " Ah said , "What ? "  Say , " Somethin ' done happen tub Johnny 
ovah in Vietnam. " Ah say ,  "Oh , no - yo ' reckon? " Said [ROOSTER CROWS] , "Yeah , 
because yore colahed Johnny come tub bring de news ' bout de white Johnny . "  So 
ah tole ' er [ROOSTER CROWS AGAIN] Thursday • • •  ah tole ' er .  We ' nesday she come 
back she says , "Mamie , ah got ' bout ten" - she took ' er fingahs like dat - "ah 
got ' bout ten words from Johnny , "  an ' said , " they goin ' out , a company of  2500 
[ROOSTER CROWS SO WUDLY THAT MRS. JOHNSON CAN HARDLY BE HEARD ABOVE THE CROWING] 
on a Marine crew [ cruis e ]  yo ' know dat ' s  go in '  an ' he wus tuh come home in two 
months but dey raised ' im, made ' im  a co ' p ' ral an ' he didn ' come cuz he said he 
would git $10 a day fo ' bein '  a co ' p ' ral - $50 a week. So his daddy saido he wus 
goin ' tell ' im tub come home but he made a change an ' so he reenlisted fo ' tha ' 
t ime . He went out dat day - he went out Thur sday . I tole ' er We ' nesday - he 
went out Thursday - he got shot in de right side . Went in heah [ demonstrates ]  
come out heah, in heah an ' out heah . Went through ' is eye . 

(Went through the left arm? ) 
An '  wen ' through de eye • • •  

(The eye . )  
An ' dey thought dat it went through de brain pans an ' he haven ' spoke yet 

an ' dat ' s two yeahs de 31st of  January - two yeahs . Dis comin ' January it will 
be three yeahs . An' she come an ' she tole me - my soc ial security check hadn ' 
come an '  ah wus worried so she go t on de telephone - dey couldn ' git a cablegram 
from ovah in Vietnam - it wus ovah in Vietnam . 

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  dey were goin ' tub war an ' de enemy sho t him in de nav • • •  yo ' know, 

--���---[TRAIN SOUNDS] an ' so she couldn ' t git a message from ovah theah , 
said she couldn ' t  git a cablegram Thursday .  H e  went out Thursday an ' so they 
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couldn ' t  g it one ' t il Friday an ' she had been callin ' heah aftah dey go t it tuh 
tell me tuh call ' er .  Well , ah wu s  out tryin ' t o  lo cate wheah de postman had 
carried mah check or had it carried to ' is house , cuz one numbah back dere is 
de same numbah as mine . 

(Uh huh . ) 
So she said , "Tell Mamie tuh call me . "  An ' ah think ah did git a chance tuh 

call ' er when de children thought of it tuh tell me it wus Monday again [TRAIN 
SOUNDS LOUDLY - MUST BE NEARBY] go in '  on t ime .  So she start s in , "Mamie , dis is 
Miz Holmes . "  I say , "Ye s ? "  She say , "Ah got sad news fo ' yo ' . " Ah said , "Wha ' 
is it ? "  She said , "Johnny got shot an ' we done got 3 cablegrams . Dey couldn ' t  
git any in Thursday but they go t ' im in Friday . " An ' ah think it wus Monday she 
wus t a ' kin ' tuh me . An '  so ah s aid , "Don ' worry , 1 1 ah said , "ah be ovah , honey , 
don ' c ry . "  [ROOSTER CROWS AGAIN. ] D en ah stah ' ed [ started ] tuh cryin ' , she wus 
on one end cryin ' an ' ah wus on de othah . Well , DE REASON AH WUS CRYIN ' WUS , 
see , DAT GAWD HAD DE FAITH IN ME TUH GO TELL DE NEWS, dat wha ' got me tuh cry in ' • 

[TRAIN BLOWS. ] An ' so ah say , "Hush , honey , ah ' 11 be ovah in de mawnin ' • " Dat 
wus Tuesday - dat wus We ' nesday ah had tuh go . So when ah wen ' dere she come 
tuh me an ' s tah ' ed tub cry in '  an ' tell in '  me . So we bo th stah ' ed cryin ' . [TRAIN 
AGAIN. ] So she said tuh me , she say , 1 1Mamie . "  Ah say , "Mam? " Ah say ,  1 1 But  ah 
ain ' t satisfied wit dat dream yet . "  Ah say ,  " It ' s  gain ' tuh be somethin ' mo ' 
tub it . "  She say , "Well wha ' it ga in ' be?" Ah say , " It ' s  go in ' be death . "  
[ONCE AGAIN THE TRAIN BLOWS VERY LOUDLY. ] She s troke mah han ' l ike dis [ demon
strates ] ,  she say , " I t  ain ' t gonna be in mah fam ' ly ,  is it - in mah house? "  Ah 
say , 1 1 In ' er house . 1 1 

(JUST A MOMENT, LET ME MAKE A COMMENT HERE. THIS COMPETITION WE HAVE IS AN 
ENGINE OUT HERE ON THE RAILROAD TRACK AND A COUPLE OF AMBITIOUS ROOSTERS OUT 
HERE IN THE YARD. [Laughs . ]  All right , go ahead , I ' m sorry . )  

Dat ' s all right . Ah say , "No , it ain ' t gonna be in yore home but yo ' gain ' 
be involved in it . "  [TRAIN SOUNDS AS THOUGH IT MIGHT BE COMING IN THE DOOR -
NOISE IS TERRIBLE. ]  So dat boy it wus dey kep ' ' im out on de watah 
' bout 15 days tryin '  tub git a chance tuh fly ovah heah in de S tates wit ' em,  
but dey couldn ' t git ovah heah [NOW THE ROOSTER STARTS AGAIN] on account of the 
oxygen tent he wus undah an ' ' is breath would sta ' t  tuh git sho ' t .  An ' dey got 
word den wheah mah gran ' daughtah ' s  husban ' wu s ,  runned into ' Coma [Tacoma ] , Wash
ington to dat base theah.  They removed dat eye whilst dey had ' im dere an ' dey 
examined ' im. [ROOSTER AND TRAIN BOTH SOUND. ] An ' dey cut in h is brain pan an '  
so she tells me , said , "Mamie , it d idn ' go in ' is brain pan dey don ' know why 
dat dat shot but he ain ' t spoke yet an ' ain ' t  said no thin ' cause ' is brain is 
not rippled , it j is '  l ike it wus when it wus set in . "  Yo ' know our brain has 
got a skin ovah it - dere ' s insertions , yo ' know. Yo ' know dat ? An ' so she 
says , " I t  ain ' t  even been ' s tubed [disturbed ] dunno why but he ain ' t spoke yec . "  
S o  from dere dey brought ' im from ' Coma [Tacoma ] Washington when he got straog 
enough tuh Smithville , Virginia , on ovah dere . An ' de daddy tole ' im  be voald 
have tuh git out - he wus wearin ' dis long hair like de Beatles yo 1 knov. Tole 
him he would hafta git out if he didn ' cut ' is hair . Well rathah den cue ' is 
hair - he go t out . An ' ' is s tep-gran ' mothah raised ' is daddy an ' ' is uncle . 
[This was before Vietnam . ] 

(That is a very good story about [ROOSTER INTERRUPTS] a personal vision you 
had . Have you ever heard any example - has anyone ever told you about an ex
perience of go ing to a roo t  doctor for help ? Have you ever heard about anything 
like that ? )  

Nope . 
(Or to a fortuneteller to have their fortune told , anything like that? Or 
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to a healer? Any stories or personal experiences along that line ? )  
Well ah have seen vis ions o '  my own . Now, this man down heah , he died heah 

no t long ago . Well ah see some thing s he [ God? ] bring it to me in mah baid . 
(What man is this? ) 
Hadley - Herbert Hadley . He died . Jean Hadley , she is de only graduated 

colahed nurse ovah in dat Wr ight woman , Greeley Johnson ' s  gran ' -
daughtah up theah . An '  so ah seed - ah wen ' tub de hosp ital an ' me an ' ' er 
[TRAFFIC NOISES ] . [There was no traf f ic - only switch engine shift ing freight 
cars and later a bulldo zer . ]  An' she ' s  low [ shor t ,  not tall ] an ' she couldn ' t  
put ' er ahm on mah shouldah an ' she taken me roun ' de wais ' .  She ' s  sho ' t  
[ short ] .  An ' ah put mah ahm • • •  she say , "Ah wan ' yo ' tuh go in de ho sp ital wit 

me , Miz Mamie . "  Ah say , "Why? " She say , "Ah got a deah , deah frien ' in theah 
an ' she ' s havin ' blood transfusions an ' ah wan ' yo ' tuh go in dere wit me . "  Ah 
say , "Wha ' s she named? "  She say , "Huh name Miz Huggins . "  Ah say , "Miz Hugg ins , 
all right . "  An ' shore nuff ah wen ' [went ] an ' Miz Hugg ins wus a great big ol ' 
bright woman an ' she had ' er neck r ight up ' long heah [ demons trates ] .  An ' ah 
went up to  ' er an ' ah say , "How yo ' feel ? "  She say , "Fairly well . " An ' we j is ' 
kep ' on wa ' kin ' on down de ward . So ah wa ' k  up an ' ah fol ' [ fold ] mah ahms lak 
dis , ah say , "Miz Hugg ins . "  An ' somp in down heah would say , "No , Herbert Hadley.• 
Ah ' d  say , "Miz Huggins . "  [Vo ice ] said , "No , Hubert Hadley . "  Ah ' d  say "Oh , 
Mam • • •  " 

(SOMETHING WAS TELLING YOU • • •  ) 
[ VOICES WERE TELLING HER ! ] 
YEAH ONE WUS DOWN HEAH AN ' ONE WUS DOWN HEAH� ONE WUS SAYIN ' "MIZ HUGGINS� " 

AN ' THE OTHAH ONE WUS SAYIN '�  "NO� IT WUS HERBERT HADLEY. " So mah daughtah , she 
loved tub visit de sick so she went ovah to dis Miz Hadley - she lived down heah 
wheah he died down dere on de cornah . [ She po ints out things . ] De road dere 
divides ' em ,  dat house right on de cornah . An' ah tol ' ' is niece up heah an ' so 
she said , " It ' s  Miz Huggins . "  She say , "Yo ' know Miz Huggins . "  Ah say , "No , ah 
don ' t . "  Ah said , "De Huggins I know wus dead befo ' yo ' all come heah when ah 
wus a chile . "  So she said , "Well ,  yo ' know Steve Huey? " Ah say , "Yeah , my 
cousin ' s son . "  Yo ' know Steve Huey , school teacher? [ Someone says , "Yeah . " ] 
An ' she says , "Yeah . " She say , "Well , he ma ' ried huh sistah . " An ' say huh 
sistah had cansah , Miz Huggins had cansah in de throat an ' [MOTORCYCLE OR HEAVY 
TRUCK NOISE ] all huh money wus gone an ' all de teachers had tub g ive d innahs -
a dollah an ' a quartah a plate to make de money fo ' de funeral . An ' ah didn ' t  
know it wus Miz Huggins . An ' ah said , "Yeah ah knowed dat mah cousin go t . "  
[CONSTANT TRAFFIC NOISE AND THE ROOSTER CROWS INCESSANTLY. ] So mah daughter 

wen ' ovah dere an ' she come back instead o f  go in '  home where she come f rom , she 
come on back, she say , "Miz Mamie , "  dey call me Miz Mamie . Ah say , "Ye s ? "  She 
say , "Yo ' wus ta ' king about Mr . Herbert , er - dey say Herbert Hadley an ' said 
yo ' said Miz Huggins . "  Said , "No , Mr . Hadley , say Uncle Herbert - his sistah
in-law tole ' im  he go t a cansah in de throat . "  Well ,  ah didn ' know it . An ' so 
he said , "Dat ' s  de way dey p it ched it - p ic tured it out to me . " He had cansah , 
so he died . So de girl come , she stopped de car right between dat mailbox an ' 
dat br idge dere [ both nearby - Hyat t ] . An ' ah wus hang in ' out clothe s  wit safe
ty p ins . She said , tole huh mama up dere , said , "Miz Mamie gonna tell me 
sompin . " Well ,  ah sta ' ted tub tell ' er but dey always ' em .  An ' 
when she wus ta ' kin ' to de preachah ah sta ' ted tub tell ' er but ah could see 
' er cunningness [ ? ] when she slumped yo ' know an ' ah wen ' back an ' tole huh mama , 
said , "Ah ain ' t gonna tell ' er nuthin , cuz she being de only chile huh mama 
had . "  An '  so ah said , "Ah ain ' t gonna tell huh . " An ' den ' er mama tole ' er .  
Den so she wus carryin ' it tub huh gran ' daddy an ' huh uncle down dere some 
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medicine from ovah at de hospital . She works fo ' de Red Cross  now. An' so she 
wus go in ' ,  she say , "Miz Johnson goin ' tell me somethin ' dis mawnin ' . "  Said she 
had tuh do my li ' le girl ' s  hair when she come from school .  An ' say , "She gonna 
tell me somethin ' dis mawnin ' . "  So she stopped an ' de car stopped an ' so she 
come on tuh de house .  She said , "Good mawnin ' Miz Johnson . "  Ah say ,  "Good 
mawnin ' Miz Taylor , how are you? " She wus a chile ah knowed huh s ince she wus 
bo ' n  but yet an ' still [SHE MUMBLES HERE AND LOUD TRAFFIC NOISES � IT IMPOS
SIBLE TO UNDERSTAND ] . An ' so she said , "Yo ' said yo ' had somethin ' a vision tub 
tell me , "  an ' said , "somebody , "  she wouldn ' tell me - it wus huh mothah . "Some
body tole me yo ' said yo ' wouldn ' tell me nuthin cuz ah ' d  give away de somethin ' 
yo ' tole me . "  Ah said , "Yeah , ah did say so an ' ah know who ah tole . Ah tole 
Mary . "  An ' she laughed an ' so she said , "Yes . "  Ah say , "Well yo ' tell huh ah 'm 
gonna whip ' er .  Ah ' m  gonna beat huh pants fo ' dat . "  An ' so ah tole huh , ah say , 
"Now , Jean , yo ' love yore Uncle Herbert ? "  She say , "Yes . "  Ah say , "Yo ' might 
as well give ' im up , yo ' ain ' t  gonna have yore Uncle Herbert long . "  [A BULL
DOZER IS MAKING TERRIBLE NOISES. ] She said tuh me , "Miz Johnson , "  she wus a 
Johnson by real . Her Mom and Daddy wus a Johnson but she ma ' ried Lewis Taylor ' s  
adopted son an ' he wus a Johnson but to be adopted into de Taylor fam ' ly he had 
tuh be adopted in as  a Taylor . An ' so she says to  me , she says , "Aftah yo ' had 
tole me den me an ' Alvin , dat ' s  huh husban ' , wus goin ' dis direction , "  say , "ah 
dunno wheah we wus goin ' an ' ah looked an ' dere wus Miz Shaeffer on de othah 
side o '  dat road . "  An ' say , " It wus a h ' aht" [ heart ] ,  took huh fingahs an ' 
shaped it - " great big black h ' aht on de do "' an '  somepin tole me , say , "dat ' s  
yore uncle • • •  " [ She mumbles - Cubby breaks in ] : 

CUBBY An ' now when yo ' get these vis ions is there sort of  like voices speakin ' 
to yo ' also ? 

Uh huh . An ' he calls me , sometimes he calls me . 
(Who calls you? ) 
Well it mus ' be Gawd Almighty , cuz wha ' he tells me - when ah wus a chile dey 

always tole my mamma ah ' d  be diffrun ' from all de res ' . Dere wus fo ' of  us an ' 
ah ' m  de baby . An ' ah tole him ah wus gonna do - ah always wan ' ed to be a Christ
ian [TRAFFIC NOISE HERE IS VERY LOUD ] an ' ah wan ' ed to live fo ' ' im .  An ' he 
taken interes ' in me an ' ah ' m  readin ' de book.  An '  ah had 3 white women an ' mah 
gran ' daughtah - my gran ' daughtah go t killed in November . An ' dese white women 
dey died an ' dese white women wan ' ed me to stay wit ' em an ' if dey had money dey 
would give it tuh me . Dey j is '  like me - j is '  took a like to me , yo ' know. 

CUBBY Did you git a vision of  your granddaughter ' s  death? 
Yes ah did .  Ah tried to show dis lady . Dere wus a angel come right dere . 

An '  mah sistah-in-law ah saw huh [ angel ] come out an ' she shout in ' right cboader 
[yonder ] cornah of  mah church . [ She point s out a church we could see . ] An '  ah 
said , "Who dat done cut a hole in de church? " An ' ah looked an ' mah sist�iD
law wus ovah heah wit huh . An ' ah say , "Lookey heah , "  ah say , " come here ah 
wanna show yo ' sompin ,  look a t  dat angel shoutin ' at de church . "  She ca.e dere 
an ' she looked at it longah den yo ' all been heah . [We could see the cburcb, per
haps 300 feet away . ]  

CUBBY She didn ' t  see it?  
Yes she did see it . He wanted me tuh show it . Ah showed it tub dat --.a 

down dere an ' huh sistah .  Yes suh , an ' anothah one come an ' ah see 'ea IO!etime 
in mah house . MAH PRESIDENT 'S DADDY-IN-LAW DIED AN ' AH SEEN 'Ell JIA 'U. ' UPON 
.'!AH WALLS LIKE DIS - two ..:. a little iow man an ' a tall man . Ah seeD · -· Wba '  
i s  dat - a car? Flakes on mah house ,  looks like men . Mah motbah died ovah here 
in mah house wheah ah live an ' so dey wa ' ked up de side of • • •  an' ah looked out 
beah as long as ah wanted , go on out tub de livin ' room, kep ' oo through de 
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diDin' room like goin ' to de kitchen an ' ah looked an ' looked an ' ah got up an ' 
ab looked an ' wasn ' no light s of  no automob ile comin ' in an ' so when we were at 
choir rehearsal dat night mah president said , "De reason ah ' m  late is dat mah 
father-in-law, he died . "  An '  so him an ' dis boy , Big Jim ,  dey call ' im ,  Big 
James , well dey lived right togethah befo ' dey lef ' heah . An ' aftah dey lef ' 
heah an ' ah went out dere tuh de pa ' k  an ' dey had purchased land - went to livin' 
togethah. De low one , he d ied this evenin ' about 4 o ' c lock an ' de next evenin ' 
dat othah one died at de same t ime .  

(How old were you when you f irst began to receive visions? )  
Ah wus ' bout - as neah as ah can think ah wus a l i ' le bit smallah den dat 

chile [ the young girl on the porch with us ] . 
(How old is  she now? ) 
Ah don ' know , honey [ author is called "honey" ] .  But ah wus a l i ' le bit 

smallah den she . 
CUBBY How old are you? [Asking child . ]  
CHILD Seven . 
(Seven . You were about six or seven then . )  
No , ah wusn ' six , ah wusn '  seven ah wu s  smallah den she an ' ah dunno whethah 

yo ' remembah it or not .  Yo ' know de colahed people dey carried dere religion 
diffrun . An ' mah daddy , all mah sistahs an ' brothahs de three wus bo ' .  He 
toted me tuh church dat night , to prayah meetin ' . An ' dey got in a r ing aftah 
dey had done prayed an ' ev ' rythin ' . An' ah wus de only li ' le chile dere . Dey 
got in a ring an ' dey j ' ined han ' s an ' dey wus wa ' kin ' roun ' , marchin ' ,  singin ' , 
Marahin ' up Si lver Hi l l [ ? ] . Ah tells ' em  all ' bout it now . An ' when ah tells 
' em about it ah think ' bout dat ring we wus marchin ' in ah wan ' to let ' im know 
' bout it but he know ' bout it . An ' ah tole - aftah den ah j is '  wen ' tuh ta ' kin ' 
an ' ah seed ' im in mah baid - mah brothah got killed ah seed ' im when dey put 
' im down de hole . Ah tole Mama ' bout it . Dey had a rope heah an ' a rope heah 
an ' ah j is '  saw ' em put t in '  ' im  in de hole . An ' three weeks aftah ah seed ' im  
we got a lettah an ' he wus dead an ' buried . Ah wus a l i ' le chile growin ' on up . 
Mah step-daddy , he wus very mean tuh me . Sometime ah could eat an ' sometime ah 
couldn ' . Ah tole ' im ,  ah say , "Dat ' s  all right . "  She ' ll tell yo ' ,  yo ' couldn ' t  
tell ' im from a white man tuh save yo ' life if he wus tub wa ' k  up tub yo ' .  Ah 
tole ' im - he cuss me out - an ' mah sistah would cuss back at ' im .  Ah wouldn ' 
cuss . Ah say , "Dat ' s  all right , yo ' ll need me befo ' ah need yo ' . " He looked at 
me an ' said , "Yo ' black son-of-a-so-an ' -so , ah ' ll nevah need yo ' . " Dat wus in 
1 913 . Ah had done grown up an ' ah ma ' ried den . Ah wusn ' t young den ah had to 
git ma ' ried ' cuz he wus mean somet ime ah could eat an ' sometime ah couldn ' . An '  
s o  i t  ranned an ' ranned , an ' ranned down me unt il 1925 . Ah wu s  in Tampa an ' ah 
comes down from Belmont [ ? ] Height s to go down tuh Madison Street an ' tuh git mah 
husban ' s money . An '  dey say , "Mr . Shelley fell wit a stroke . "  An '  he tole ' em ,  
"Mamie worries ' bout ev ' rythin ' , don ' tell ' er ,  don ' let  ' er know, she worries 
too ha ' d  [ hard ] .  Don ' tell ' er . " So ah wen ' an ' mah cousin said to me , "Why 
yo ' heah an ' Mr . Shelley fell Thursday an ' dey lookin ' fo ' ' im to die ? "  An ' so 
when mah husban ' came in , he says , "We ' ll f ix suppah an ' den we ' ll eat an ' we ' ll 
pull out from heah at 12 o ' clock tuhnight . An ' when he did he sta ' ted cryin ' 
an ' he had it  on de lef ' side an ' had to untwist ' is nose  an ' he sta ' t  tuh cryin' 
an ' he looked up aftah me . An ' ah would git down on mah knees ev ' ry mawnin ' be
fa ' ah ' d  eat an ' ah ' d  pray wit ' im an ' feed ' im an ' he ' d  look up in mah face . 
Ah heard dis thin ' , ah wus on mah knees prayin ' . An ' ah heard dis watah hittin '  
on de p illah an ' ah got up . He looked up in mah face , he says , "Mamie . "  Ah 
says , " Suh? "  He said a bunch of li ' le han ' s  don ' know wha ' we got to come down 
to , do we? "  Ah say , "All right when he say dat somethin ' peeled into me . Rem-
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embah wha ' yo ' tol ' ' im ,  he ' d  need yo ' befo ' yo ' need ' im. Had tuh feed ' im, 
had tuh put diapahs on ' im j is '  like a li ' le baby . Ah left mah home in Tampa 
an ' come heah . An ' ah say tuh Mama an ' dem ,  ah say , "Mr . Shelley gonna die .  
Yo ' all sittin '  aroun ' heah behin ' in ' is Mason ' s ,  ' hin ' in ' is insu ' ance , "  ah 
say , "he gonna die an ' if yo ' don ' catch up dese thin ' s yo ' gonna hafta pay . "  
So ah went aroun ' an ' caught up ev ' rythin ' . He wus $18  an ' somethin ' behin ' in 
de Mason ' s .  Ah caught up ev ' rythin ' befo ' an ' dat ole government man he come 
ast me , he say , "Mamie when yo ' need me , lemme know . "  So Mama an ' ev ' rybody 
come on but he died an ' ah stayed dere , me an ' mah baby stayed dere wit dose men. 
Dey d idn ' have but nine - wanted tuh g imme six .  Ah said , "No , ah tell yo 1 how 
tuh do it . Gimme two ev ' ry night an ' dat would give de othah ' s a chance tuh res ' 

while de othah two - an ' all of  ' em wouldn ' break down at de same time . Dey did
n ' have but nine . But dey did as ah tole ' em an ' ah wus heah when dey die - an ' 
mah baby . Dey say at death - when death comes , 6 inches is due tuh yo ' .  An '  • • •  

(Now wait a minute . WHAT DO YOU MEAN 6 INCHES IS DUE TO YOU? ) 
Yeah . YORE BAID GITS TOO SHO 'T FO ' YO ' WHEN YO ' DIE. YORE FEET BE COMIN ' 

OUT THROUGH DAT HAID OF DE BAID. 
(YOU GET LONGER WHEN YOU DIE? ) 
YEAH� SHURE - 6 INCHES • • •  

(You get longer when you are j ust  about ready to die . )  
No - when yo ' die . 
(Oh , when you die you get longer . )  

When mah baby wus bo ' n�--------��--����----��--���
---:Miz Mamie 

feet is j is '  as col ' . An ' ah ta ' ked tuh ' im .  �------���----�------�--�--� 
Ah say , "If  de Lawd wus tuh call yo ' 

�------���--��--����----�---------
but wha ' ah ' ve seed dat evenin ' when he were dyin ' , ah don ' like it . Ah come 
down heah dat Sunday - gonna take a nap an ' ah couldn ' take a nap . Ah j is '  look
ed up an ' ah slumbah in mah baid . Hearse come ovah - hadda fog light an ' anothah 
light an ' anothah light up dere . An ' tha ' am' ulance look like it gonna run ovah 
.e an ' a great big ole black bull wus in dat room . An' tha ' Monday - tha ' wus 
on a Sunday evenin ' an ' ah went back an ' tole Mama an ' ' em ,  "All right yo ' come . "  
Ah say ,  "All right Mr . Shelley gonna d ie an ' yo ' all gonna �----�--�---------
an '  so • • • •  If yo ' ll notice it it ' s  a c inch dat ah wus sent - come in dat room . 

(After he died or before he died? ) 
Befo ' he died . It ' s  a c inch to come in dat room. So Mama say • • •  

[ I  turn off  machine and then informant begins to talk about being born with 
a veil . ] 

(TELL ME THAT AGAIN WHAT YOU WERE GOING TO TELL ME ABOUT BEING BORN WITH A 
VEIL - THAT 'S THE REASON YOU HAD THAT GIFT. ) 

Oh yes ,  ah wus bo ' n  wit a veil an ' a frien ' of ' mine she had chilrun bo ' n  wit 
a veil . When dey git seeck [ s ick] she could tell when one git seeck it would 
be • • • 

(Well now what did she do with the veil , did she keep it ? )  
Oh yes she kep ' it in de bottom o f  ' er trunk . On accounta she would know 

she had been tol ' if yo ' keep dose - but if yo '  burn ' em up dey can ' t see 
spooks . But ah gotta daughtah can see ' em .  She can see ' em.  She wus bo ' n  wit 
it - my middle daughtah up de street dere . [SOUNDS LIKE DUCKS QUACKING. ]  Do 
you [ Cubby ] know Clara Montgomery? 

CUBBY No , ah don ' . 
Yo ' don ' know ' er .  Yo ' don ' go roun ' wit Goldie ' s  boys tuh de singin ' do yo ' ?  
CUBBY No . 
Well mah l i ' le gran ' daughtah she goes roun ' wit ' em .  Well , huh ont [aunt ] 

she wus bo ' n  wit a veil ovah huh face an ' when ah would carry huh out on de 
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po ' ch - ah d idn ' know an ' she nevah would look out in de da ' k . Af tah she ' d  git 
in huh baid she ' d  bury huh haid . 

(Why wouldn ' t  she look at the dark? ) 
' CUZ SHE CAN SEE DOSE FACES - SHE CAN SEE 'EM NOW. BUT AH DON ' WAN ' HUH TUH 

SHOW 'EM TUH ME. AH UST TUH HAVE A GRAPEFRUIT TREE DERE AN ' THIS MAN STAYED IN 
'EM. AN ' MO ' DEN 'IM� A MAN DRESSES IN BLACK IN DE CORNAH OF DAT LOT OVAH DERE 

AN 1 DEY SEE 'IM BUT AH DON 1 SEE 'IM. AH DON ' WANNA SEE 'IM. 
CUBBY I s  this because they were bo ' n  with this veil over their face where 

they can see these • • •  

Uh huh , well yo ' see if yo ' don ' do ' way wit ' em dey can see ' em. If yo ' 
burn ' em up dey cain ' t see ' em ,  dey cut de vis ion so . Ah dunno wha ' dey done 
wit mine , Mama don ' know eithah . An ' so wha ' dey done wit mine - but ah can 
j is '  see thin ' s an ' tell thin ' s an ' when enybody gonna die roun ' heah ah see 
it an ' ah tell ' em .  

CUBBY Well , now bein ' born with the veil an ' yo ' have visions - now that 
brings to min ' fortunetellers . Can you tell fortunes or anything like that? 

No , ah can tell thin ' s but ah don ' tell fortunes . But j is '  l ike ah tol ' 
mah step-daddy , "You ' d need me . "  Ah tole ' im  in 1913 but it didn ' come out 
' til 1 925 . He lived from 1 913 up ' til 1 925 an ' ah tol ' ' im  
he would need me befo ' ah need ' im. Wha ' did he tell me? "Yo ' black so-an ' -so , 
yo ' son-of-a-so-an ' -so ah ' ll nevah need yo ' . " But when he got ready tub die den 
ah had tuh put britches on ' im like a baby . He thought of it , Gawd brought it 
back to ' im  an ' when he said , "Mamie , "  crying - ah looked down at ' im an ' mah 
eyes got full of  tears when ah • • •  [ cut in tape ] .  

(We were driving past this woman ' s house and merely dec ided to stop and ask 
her if she knew anything . We saw her on the porch also a very elderly woman 
and this little g irl around seven . I call them three young women . Unfortunately 
the older woman was full of  aches and pains and we d idn ' t ask her about anything . 
After we got rid o f  the train ,  or the engine , then the three roo sters , then a 
bull dozer , that o ther noise you hear toward the end is a bull dozer . I will 
have to work over this story very carefully in order to get the essence out of  
it . We went over to Palmetto because there was a root doctor living over there . 
Mr .  Cubby went in to see whether he was home . He probably was but the family 
said he wasn ' t t here and might not get home until noon and probably wouldn ' t  be 
back until 4 o ' clock so we will try to catch this man again . We know his name 
but Cubby said tonight he would telephone him_ to see whether we could interview 
him. ) [ This notation was evidently added to the cylinder the same day , the 
night of our adventure . ]  

[We f inally got rid of  the noises by starting home . There had also been some 
noisy and no sy children at the beginning who suddenly appeared and began to play 
in front of the house . How did we git rid of them , by bribery? Later on in 
these interviews you will read Cubby and me d iscussing all these noises . A min
ute or so after leaving our informant ' s  house ,  we driving on a second-rate or 
third-rate street , Mr . Cubby suddenly remarked , "He ' s  following us ! "  His words 
sounded crazy ! Had the root doctor ' s  house or the seeing woman effected him !  
-.....,• s  following us , "  I a sked . He  answered , "The Cop ! "  Completely surprised , 
I ..bled , "Oh , No ! "  I looked up into the rear mirror . He was ! Thinking 
qaiddy Mr .  Cubby then added , "We ' ll find out whether he ' s  following us . "  With
iD a �ute , ins tead of  turning left , go ing under and then up to  the great north
south bigbway that would lead us back to S t .  Petersburg , Mr .  Cubby continued 
a1oa& our poor road . The policeman went left ! ]  

[To the reader unfamiliar with these volumes of HOODOO , there was no reason 
why I should have been afraid or annoyed by a policeman following me . Mr . Cub-
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by was also unafraid , but as  a black man and a taxi cab driver he was a little 
allergic to being followed by a policeman . One question we discussed on the 
way home , did the policeman j us t  happen to be in the neighborhood or had some
one , perhaps the doctor 's house , called in to say a suspicious-looking white 
man with two black men were in the neighborhood? I am reasonably certain that 
no one had telephoned in a complaint about the noise . The doctor , named Walker , 
will appear later in these interviews . ]  

HERMAN HENRY TALKS ABOUT ANOTHER DOCTOR BUZZARD 
ALSO HE TELLS US ABOUT HIMSELF 

[As the reader has learned , some of these interviews in HOODOO are difficult 
to understand , frequently requiring the help of special knowledge in various 
fields ,  equipment I do not possess . Our present interesting and experienced 
man became one of my 3 assistants ,  desp ite his holding a full-time and respon
sible j ob .  By being well-known and getting about he could keep his ears open 
and make enquirie s .  This interview itself was contribut ion enough . We will 
hear much concerning the man himself , as well as another Doctor Buzzard he ap
parently never saw .  P lace o f  interview is Mr . Herman ' s  home , part of a black 
settlement of small houses closely packed . A few other things I add at the end 
of  this recording after listening to it at home next morning - see f inal bracket 
at the end . ] 

CUBBY Before you get started , Mr . Henry , do you have a plug- in where I could 
plug this up ? [Mr . Henry does something . ]  That ' s  okay , I don ' t wanta • • •  

HYATT (Would your batteries work , you think? ) [All three discuss plugging 
in recorder , comments unclear . ]  [ Comment by transcriber . ]  

HENRY This plug heah , ah have de radio plugged in heah , an ' ah tell ya ' wha ' 
ah can do , ah can • • •  

CUBBY No , you don ' t have to go to that trouble . [More discussion - not 
clear . ] 

( I ' ll tell you about Doctor Buzzard . Doctor Buzzard is in my book , yes . )  
[More discussion about where to set recorder . ]  

(The vo ice you hear now is that of  Harry Middleton Hyatt and this is Thursday , 
June 1 8 ,  1970 , and we are interviewing Herman Henry . And Mr . Henry was born in 
South Carolina . We ' ll get to all this in a moment . We j ust  started to say sa.e
thing and mentioned Doctor Buzzard . I • • •  ) 

HENRY Regar ' less  of  success an ' money , ' is frien ' s ,  no mattah whut de trouble 
vus , he could always give yuh a han ' .  [ Stat ic bad here . ] 

(Uh huh . ) 
AT DE TIME AH WUS IN SUHVICE [military service ]  AN ' AT DE TIME MAH WIFE BAD 

[ she ] WENT TUH HIM - O '  CO 'SE AH KNOWED 'IS [DOCTOR 'S] COUSIN BEFO ' [ this] . All' 
SHE WAN 'ED [wanted ] ME OUT O '  SUHVICE. [THE DOCTOR 'S COUSIN WAS NOT IBFORKART' S  

VIFE BUT A MAN INFORMANT LATER CALLS MARKEE . ] Dere was a numbah o f  youag fellows 
aroun ' dat did not wan ' tuh go intuh de suhvice . An '  he hadda temp ' rary cuah 
[cure ] fo ' dat . Ah mean in 3 or 4 months dat he could give ' em  a �ure - a 
cuah would las ' dat long at keepin ' ' em out of  suhvice , called AH �A GLT LN 
AN '  AH WAN 'A GIT OUT. 

(Oh !  That ' s  great [ laughs ] .  Now what year was this? ) 
It  wus in , uh , fo ' instance see ah wen ' in de suhvice in 1938. 
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( In 1938 . ) 
' 38 an ' ' 40 .  An '  see mah wife she wus bo ' n in dis small place - li ' le 

place 15  or 20 miles apa ' t [ apart ] . Achly [actually ] huh ont [ aunt ] - see she ' s  
dead - an ' well ,  so she [ aunt ] wus a doctah . • • 

(Her aunt was a docto�? ) 
Yes , uh , so she [ aunt ] said . 
(That ' s  what she said . )  
An ' so , uh , she [ aunt ] knew a Doctah Buzzard . Achly [ actually ]  ah didn '  wan ' 

tub go in de sub;ice at dis time mahself . An ' in fac ' ah wen ' in suhvice , as ah 
said , ah stayed 18 yeahs ! [Doctor Hyatt  laughs - Mrs .  Dyel . ]  

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  o '  co ' se [of  course ] she wan ' ed me out , so she wen ' tuh Doctah Buzzard . 
(Now where was Doctor Buz zard l iving at that time? ) 
Well at dis t ime - mos ' of  de t ime ah us ' ly see 1 im in Effin ' ham.  But achly 

he wus livin ' on a l i ' le islan * . Achly he wus mo s ' ly tub 1 imself . Ah mean ya 
only make a date wit ' im. Achly ah nevah re ' ly wen ' dere wheah he wus stayin ' .  
Jis ' if ya wan ' ed a intahview, j is 1 de same as ya intahview me . Jis ' if he wan ' 
tub ta ' k  tub ya . SOMETIMES DERE 'D BE THREE OR FOUR HUNDRED PEOPLE DERE AN ' HE 
WOULD GO AN ' JIS ' DISSAPEAH. 

(Disappear? ) 
Ah mean he would go . He ' ll come an ' he ' ll be dere . An '  see , anytime ya can ' 

[ can ' t ]  j is '  walk in tuh see ' im anyt ime ya wan ' tuh , j is '  ya as a indi�ij al 
[ individual ]  all de time . He wouldn ' go fo ' dat , had tub be 50 or 60 peopl� .  

(Oh yeah ! )  
[My preceding (Oh yeah ! ) is a lit tle unseemly here . What I wanted to say 

was ,  you are confusing your Doctor Buzzard with those traveling magicians who a 
generat ion earlier , and even earlier , had called themselves Doctor Buzzard and 
had given performances in churches . After the performance they would help you 
solve your personal problems ! Later on you will meet one of these Doctor Buz
bards in the brief s tatement of CHARLIE HARMON ; and you have already met one of 
them in DOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK who makes one of those g�eat entrances mention
ed • • • says nothing, walks up to his side of the interviewing tab le, and then bZ� 
flames of fi�e out of his mouth at me . (HOODOO , p . l5 15 , v . 2) . Those 300 or 4 00 
people suggest a revival meeting by an evangelist who called himself a Doctor 
Buzzard , or again this may have been an echo from former days and the magician. ] 

CUBBY You say that Doctor Buzzard was on a islan ' ? How did you get to this 
islan ' ? 

Well ah • • •  achly now he would come an ' go . Achly it wus a mystery . [Doctor 
Hyatt  finds this remark very amusing - laughs loudly . ] [Hyatt ,  a very skeptical 
person should have controlled himself , perhaps I had been out of field work too 
long ! ] Now, see this cous in ,  Markee , see Markee wus a firs ' cousin , an ' achly 
he has some powah hisself . He couldn ' achly do de work dat Doctah Buz zar�ld 
do but he could • • •  anything • • •  

CUBBY That was his cousin? 
Dat wus ' is cous in .  An ' in fac ' ah think he ' s  heah [ in St . Petersburg , Fla . ] 

now. 
(Here? ) 
Markee , yes . An ' see • • •  

CUBBY That ' s  his firs ' cousin? 
Yeah , an ' achly ah think Fanny [ his  wife? ] wen ' ovah befo ' .  Dat wus in ' 44 

or ' 45 .  See ah wus goin ' back an ' fo ' th on leave an ' s o  many young mens , yo ' 
know, didn ' t wan ' tub go in suhvice . Dat enytime dey wen ' befo ' de Doctah an ' 
dis time he wus cha ' gin '  $ 75 .  An ' de Markee tol ' me how long dis would las ' . 
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But whethah he would give ' im de mixture , which wus $ 25 0 .  An '  dey had a invest
igation from the FBI . 

(Oooh!  Now before we forget it , what town was this  island near? ) 
It  wus off  from Coopah Rivah. Do ya know wheah Coopah Rivah is? 
(Oh yes ,  that ' s  right at Charles ton . )  
Yes , but it ' s  off by itself . Ya know . Ah ' ve nevah been dere , now. 
(Oh, you were never there . But the Doctor lived somewhere on an island off  

Cooper • • •  ? )  
Off  de Coopah Rivah bridge . [ I  had been across  it several t imes years before .] 
(Near the Cooper River bridge . Did you know the name of  the island? Did the 

island have any name? ) 
Er , yuh , Parcill [ ? ] li ' le place dey call Parcill [ ? ] Islan ' , an ' • • •  

(Parcill I sland , I see . )  
[This was not the Doctor Buzzard who d ied before World War II . ]  
An ' whut it wus at de Markee splained [ explained ] tub me - whut wus de ingred

ien ' s  it would slow yore pul se beat an ' yore hea ' t  beat . 
(Oh , he gave you a medic ine of some sort? )  
Yeah , give ya a medicine , a mixture wit sulphah in it an ' somethin ' else dat 

would las ' achly about a month or 2 months ,  see . 
( I  see . ) 
Achly it wus fo ' de hea ' t  [heart ] .  Dat ' s  why de FBI invest igated ' cause dere 

vas tub many young mens had bad hea ' t s . [All laugh . ] 
[Recording unclear . ]  

Dey cain ' t undahs tan ' why so many young men , yo ' see? 
(Yeah . Well now, only Buzzard could give these or could your cousin also 

give those? ) 
Yeah , well ah think he had dem but ah think he wus a l i ' le bit afraid of  ' em 

hisself . He wus one o '  these aides . He would set up ev ' rythin ' , ya know, he • • •  

(Oh , he was one of the field workers . )  
Yes , but ah think he had de knowle ' ge but he didn ' have as thorough knowle ' ge 

as Buzzard had . Whenevah dere wus a complicated case why he would say , er , uh , 
"We will meet at sech-an ' -sech a place . "  An '  dat ' s  de only t ime ya would see 
' fm , only on spec ial o ' casions . 

(Uh huh . Well did you ever hear of anyone meeting Doctor Buzzard or seeing 
him? ) 

---Oh , oh, oh man , ah ' ve met ' im mahself . [Laughs . ]  Shuah , shuah , shuah . 
(Well tell us how did he look? What did he look like? ) 
[RADIO CAN BE HEARD PLAYING IN BACKGROUND. ] Mos ' ly la ' ge , ah ' d say . ' Bout 

195 pounds , very dahk [ dark] . An ' as ah tol ' ya dat mah firs ' wife , he tole 
.e whut mah problem would be an ' which we wus divorced . An ' j is '  whut he did 
tell me did come true . 

( I  see . )  
An ' he tole me why , in relation tub mah wife . People say dat • • •  ah ma ' ied huh 

in Effin ' ham an ' he tol ' me how things would go an ' j is '  whut would happen . 
ACHLY IN DE SUHVICE - SEE AH WUS A SUHVIVOR OF DE PRINCETON [ ? ]  OFF DE SHIP AN ' 
!IE TOL ' ME, SAY • • •  

(WAIT A MINUTE. A SURVIVOR OFF OF A BOAT? ) 
YES, AH • • •  

(WHAP HAPPENED TO THE SHIP? ) 
THE SHIP WUS BLOWED UP. 
(OH, IT WAS BLOWN UP AND YOU 'RE ONE OF THE SURVIVORS OF IT. ) 
AH 'SE ONE OF DE SUHVIVORS OF IT. 
(WHEN DID THIS ACCIDENT OCCUR?)  
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r.r OCCUHRED IN '43.  
(In ' 43? ) 
Right . 
(Can you give me the place or the date? ) 
Ah can g ive ya de date . Let ' s  see , de date wu s ,  uh , uh , Augus ' • • •  AH THINK I:T 

JIUS AUGUS ' DE 8TH., UH, SEE UH, OUT OF ALL SUHVIVORS., ACHLY IT WUS 500 OF US ON 
DE SHIP AN ' AH WUS 'MONG DE 'l OR 8 DAT WUS SAVED. 

( 'l  OR 8?  GOOD HEAVENS! )  
7 o r  8 .  
(What happened? Was i t  an explosion ,  a submarine o r  what? )  
A SUBMARINE HIT DE SHIP. ACHLY • • •  

CUBBY WAS IT A CARRIER? 
OH., IT WUS A CARRIER., A BABY CARRIER., ACHLY IT WUS A CONVERTED TANKER. WE 

ONLY HAD 52  PLANES [SAYS PLANS] ON IT. BUT ACHLY WHUT HE SAID., WHUT HE TOLE 
WHUT WOULD HAPPEN, WHICH DID HAPPEN AN ' STILL TOL ' ME., HE SAY WOULDN 'T MAKE ANY 
DIFFRUNCE. 'CAUSE ACHLY DEY THOUGHT AH WUS LOS ' IN ACTION. MAH DEATH WUS PAID 
OFF TUB MAH WIFE 'S PEOPLE. PAID OFF. IN 9 MONTHS DEY DIDN ' • • •  ACHLY AH ONLY 
STAYED IN DE WATAH 5 DAYS IN DE RAF ' .  

CUBBY HOW WUS YOU RESCUED? 
WELL • • •  DESTROYAH [ destroyer ] .,  THE 30TH FLEET. AH WUS RESCUED. BUT SEE AT DE 

SAME TIME DEY DIDN ' HA VE  ANY RECO 'DS [ records ] ' CAUSE DE RECO 'DS WUS LOS ' ON DE 
SHIP. Dey didn ' t know whethah ah wus los '  or • • •  eithah way an '  • • •  

CUBBY Scuse me fo ' cuttin '  in , but now ah noticed you mention • • •  you say yore 
wife had gone to Doator Buzzard to get you out of  de service . Well was this the 
way he wus gettin '  you out of the service? 

Uh, sometime ah wondah ' bout dat . [HERMAN HENRY HAS A GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR. 
EVERYBODY LAUGHS LOUDLY. ] [ Comment by Mrs . Dyel the transcriber . ]  

Anyway , but ah knowed dis much dat she called ' im. De Markee • • •  ah talked tuh 
de Markee an ' s ince den ah only talked tuh ' im  once . Uh ,  ah think he knew her 
ont [ aunt ] ' cause she wus s ' posed tub be a dOatah also but ah don ' think dey ' d  
agree tuhgethah . Ya undahstan ' ?  ' Cause ya know Doatah Buzzard - achly ah know 
fo ' mahself he wus fo ' real an ' she wus j is '  fakin ' . Achly she wus good in mid
wife work ya know an ' so  fo ' th an ' she wan 1 ed tub run competit ion , ya know whut 
ah mean? She couldn ' compete wit ' im  but ah mean • • •  achly as ah see it , one way 
dat dey thought dey runnin ' competition ya know on de side . ACHLY SOME MAH BUD
DIES IN SUHVICE, NO MATTAH WHUT YORE TROUBLE WERE, IF YA SEEN DE MARKEE., UH, AN ' 
TALKED TUH "DOCTAH" BUZZARD - IF YUH TALKED TUB 'IM., DERE ONE THING DAT HE • • •  

ANYTIME., NO MATTAH WHO WUS SPEAKIN ' TUH 'IM NOW IF YUH SAID HE LIKE TUH BE AD
DRESSED TUH WHUT HE IS. NOW DIS IS "DOCTAH" BUZZARD. AH SAY., "WONDAH WHY HE 
LIKE DAT? " AH SAY., "WHY YO ' LIKE DAT? "  HE 'D SAY., "WHY., AH AM DE 'KING OF DE 
BUZZARDS. ' "  

(King of de Buzzards? )  
HE 'D SAY., "AH 'M KING OF DE BUZZARDS. " AH 'D SAY, "WHY WOULDN ' DEY LET DE 

EAGLES, ER SOMETHIN ' O '  DAT NATURE? "  HE 'D SAY., "NO, " SAY, "DE EAGLES STIRS DE 
NES 'S BUT AH STIRS DE PEOPLE., " HE SAY, "AH 'M KING 0 '  DE BLACK PEOPLE. " 

(Uh huh . ) 
AN '  AH TELL YA SOMETHIN ' ELSE HE TOLE ME 'BOUT A BUZZARD. HE SAID., "DERE 

CAll BE THINGS 50 LAYIN ' OUT ON DE GROUN ' AN ' YA SEN ' OUT A BUZZARD HE KNOW 
J/BICB ONE IS IMPO 'TANT AN ' WHICH ONE IS NOT IMPO 'TANT. 

(That ' s  right . )  [ I  haven ' t  the slightest idea what I meant by this . ]  
Be say, "Ah know how tub p ick ' em  out , "  say , " ah got a investigation . "  Well 

DO .. ttah whut de trouble is , now he know ya when ya reach ' im. [This knowing 
:JUU vheD you arrive , even before you arrive , is an old triak. ] 
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(Uh huh . ) 
CUBBY Tell me this , you say now he said he was King of the Buzzards . Did 

he use real buzzards in his work? 
Dat wus ' is slogan [unsure of word ] dat ' s  whut he love , de buzzards . He say 

dat why he uses de title . He wan ' s de clean - although they say he [ a  buzzard ] 
bad , he like clean good things . 

CUBBY But now I ' ve heard a rumor that Dr . Buzzard carries a buzzard with him. 
Oh , he always had do se li ' le three with ' im .  Oh , shuah . 
CUBBY Oh , he had 3 buzzards with ' im? 
[ 3  is new, usually 2 or 4 . ] 
Mos '  o '  de t ime , yeah . 
CUBBY Where did he carry ' em at? On his arm or did they light on his shoul

der? [Does Mr . Cubby sound a little skep tical? ] 
No , sometimes dey light on ' is shouldah an ' • • •  he played wit ' em all de time , 

see . 
(Did you actually go to his house? ) 
No , ah didn ' achly go tuh ' is house ' cause he came ovah from de islan ' . But 

ah know wheah it  wus . But de Markee • • •  ah could ' ve • • •  

(In order to meet Doator Buzzard you had to go through Markee? )  
Ah had tuh go through Markee . 
(You couldn ' t approach him personally? You had to go through Markee or some

body else . ) 
Markee , see achly de way ah - see ah usta box . Ah wus de Navy champion for 

quite a while , see . 
(Oo�h,  good . What weight were you suppo sed to be? ) 
Ah wus , er , light-heavy . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Buhman [Herman ] Henry • • •  ah think yo ' ve heared o '  me . 
(Uh huh, well yes . ) [Had I? ] 

An '  through Markee wus de f irs ' 
place dat ah met ' im. But achly see it ' s  mah wife ' s  ont by dem bein '  in de same 
place . In fac ' o '  de inciden ' dat happened between Doatah Buzzard an ' mah wife ' s  
ont . SEE DIS BABY WUS BO 'N WIT A VEIL OVAH IT 'S FACE OR SOMETHIN ' .  BUT ANYWAY 
HE HAD TUH SURVIVE [ revive? ] DIS BABY. DIS BABY S 'POSED TUH BEEN DAID. AN ' SO 
DE MARKEE WEN ' IN AN ' GOT "DOCTAH" BUZZARD AN ' HE BROUGHT DE BABY BACK ALIVE. 

CUBBY From de dead? 
Achly it wus dead . An '  so de Markee • • •  de baby wus 2 or 3 days ol ' . Achly it 

vus daid . 
CUBBY Well tell me this - was this  baby relat ion to Doator Buzzard or some

thin ' de reason he brought him back or was this • • •  ? [ Cubby appears to have 
doubt s . ] 

No , ah think he did dat tuh show dat he had de powah . 
CUBBY Have you ever had Doator Buzzard do anythin ' fo ' yo ' ?  
Shuah , shuah . Ah had • • •  see aftah ah came back • • •  an ' still an ' all dat ' s • • •  

now (unclear) 
(unclear) 

he said , "You can keep dis woman if ya wan ' ' er , "  he said , "but huh ont is de 
one dat caused yuh tuh have been sad . "  Now dis has happen tuh quite a few 
suhvice men but ah didn ' think • • •  ah didn ' evah know dat she wus ma ' ied befo ' , 
see? 

(Uh huh . ) 
An ' he related all dis tuh me - tuh me . 

she put it , j is '  havin ' huh fun , ya know. 
An ' say achly she didn ' wan ' tuh • • •  

Becuz achly she wusn ' t  but 1 9  yeahs 
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ol ' . But ah thought she wus innocen ' an ' so fo ' th , see? 
(Yeah . ) 
Achly she tol ' me dat Doctah Buzzard say ah turn dis back on yuh an ' achly • • •  

CUBBY Turn what back on yo ' ?  [ Some discus sion between Henry and Cubby but 
it is not clear . ] 

He said dis • . .  Doctah Buzzard . . . he say ,  "Dis one is a nice innocen 1 girl an ' 
so fo ' th an ' ya might love ' er ,  but ' er ont is runnin ' competition wit me . "  
But aftah he brought dat baby back • • •  he said , "Whut ah mean achly she j is ' 
greedy fo 1 money . She usta be a good workah. "  He said , "Achly whut ah do ah 
do it fo ' de good paht . " He said , "Long as it wusn ' good ya can laugh but , "  he 
said , "ah gonna turn de evil back on ' er . "  An ' she dead - she died ' bout three 
yeahs ago . 

CUBBY What evil had she done? 
Well yo ' see she had huh neice • • •  [Dr . Hyatt says something - unclear . ]  She 

had huh neice , ya undahstan ' ,  set up dese marriages an ' so fo ' th wit de suhVfCe 
man . Dere ' s anothah thin ' ah thought of , he ' s  an officah . He say , "Dere ' s  
some cases ah cain ' t take if ah cain ' t do de good part up . "  He say ,  "Ah ' m  de 
buzzard , ah ' m s ' posed tub be nasty but ah ' m  de cleanes ' thin ' in de worl ' . "  

or less . 
[ Static bad several places . ]  • Dat wus ' is phrasing mo '  

CUBBY Yo ' said somethin ' tha 1 caught my interes 1 •  He say , " I  am de clean 
part of  de worl 1 • " In o ther words ,  Doator Buzzard d idn ' put • • •  as they say , cast 
spells on de people . He d idn ' do that • • •  ? 

No , no . He removed thin ' s see but anyt ime somebody • • •  he removed thin ' s an ' 
maybe de way he did thin ' s a lotta people didn ' like it . He said , "Ah ' d  do it 
tuh help people . "  See? 

( I  see . ) 
Said now • • •  ah ' m quite shuah he had de powah to de evil . Now if he wan ' ed 

tub kill someone , he said , "Ah ' ve been offahed money fo ' dat . "  
(Uh huh . ) 
He said , "But ah don ' do dat . "  He said , "Now, if anyone else put on ya , ah 

can tell ya ah wusn ' t . But one thin ' - don ' mattah who it is ,  dis he made p lain , 
he said , "SOMETIME WHEN AH REMOVE IT FROM YA IT MIGHT GO BACK TUH WHEAH IT CAME." 
An ' he said , "Now ev ' rything , "  he tole me dis • • •  like de Markee tol ' me , says , 
"EV 'RYTHING DAT GAWD DO DE DEVIL GOTTA IMITATION FO ' IT. " He say , "Ah throw it 
back on ' em. "  Dat ' s  whut he tol ' me . Ev ' rything Gawd do . 

CUBBY SO SAY FO '  INSTANCE IF AH WENT TO ANOTHER ROOT DOCTOR AN ' AH HAD THIS 
ROOT DOCTOR PUT A SPELL ON YOU AN ' "DOCTOR" BUZZARD TOOK THIS SPELL OFF OF YOU, 
IT WILL COME BACK TO ME? 

YES, A 'WAYS COME BACK TUH DE ONE DAT PUT IT ON. [THIS THEORY IS ENTIRELY 
NEW! ] 

CUBBY OH, IT WOULD GO BACK TO THE "DOCTOR. " AN ' THAT 'S WHERE THE EVIL OF 
"DOCTOR" BUZZARD COME BY. THEY WERE SAYIN ' IT 'S EVIL BECAUSE HE WOULD RETURN 
IT BACK. 

Yes ,  an ' l ike he ' splained tub me , he say , "Lissen it ' s  no t ime fo ' doin ' 
evil fo ' evil or eye fo ' a eye . "  HE SAID, "DAT 'S HOW COME DE GOV 'MENT DON ' 
LIKE liE, SAY A LOTTA MEN DON ' LIKE SUHVICE AN ' AH DID WHUT AH DID TUB KEEP 'EM 
aJ'.l DE SUHVICE. " HE LIKE TUH PLEASE EV 'RYBODY BUT YUH CAIN 'T PLEASE EV 'RYBODY. 

(ft!n NEVER PUT BUZZARD IN JAIL, DID THEY?) 
.0� DEI COULDN ' EVAH • • •  ACHLY DEY DIDN 'T NEVAH HAVE NO EVIDENCE ON 1IM. 
(Oh, I see. ) 
See, even de FBI an ' so fo ' th come . Dey said dat he wen ' ovah to ' is islan ' . 

llarbe •Y dey achly couldn ' toucb"'i"m.  
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CUBBY You keep mentioning this Markee . 
Markee . Ah 1m quite shuah he is heah now . 
CUBBY But ah mean who is Markee? 
Dat ' s  ' is cousin , his firs ' cousin . 
CUBBY Oh he ' s  a firs ' cousin of  Doator Buz zard . 
(Doator Buzzard ' s  cousin , I see . )  
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CUBBY Tell me this now. Ah ' ve heard there are three or  four Doator Buzzards . 
But dere is only one orig ' nal . 
(One original . )  
CUBBY Was he a black man or  a white man? 
Gawd , lis ten he ' s  darkah den yuh are . [Laughs . ]  He ' s  re ' lly black dere ' s  no 

question ' bout it . 
(Do you know where he came from? Have you any idea where he was born or any

thing? ) 
Markee said he thinks he wus bo ' n  somewhere aroun ' Yamassee . Ah think it wus 

out from Effin ' ham. Yuh see aftah he came from dat envir ' men ' , as ah undahstan '  
he didn ' • • •  as MARKEE SAY� HE WUS BO 'N WIT A GIFT. He wu s  eithah bo ' n  wit i t  or 
someone taught ' im . ' Cuz he have all kin ' a medical degrees an ' so fo ' th . But 
how he practiced dis an ' got it ah dunno . Dis wus a mystery to ev ' ryone . 

(He would also heal people? ) 
Shuah , he would do it . Shuah he would heal . He said he have had de gangstahs 

an ' so fo ' th to come in an ' ask questions an ' set ' im up wit a numbah or • • •  he ' d 
nevah deal wit ' em if he knowed dey wus crooked . But no mattah whut yore help 
vus , fam ' ly problems , so fo ' th , j is '  whut ya wan ' ed .  He tried tub sat isfy de 
indivij al . HE KNEW YA BEFO ' YA GOT DERE. [ I  referred to this before . H . M . H . ] 

(I see . He knew you before you got there . )  
GAWD� HE 'LL TELL YA YORE FAM 'LY NAME� WHEAH YA CAME FROM AN ' HE ACHLY HE 

1/0ULD KNOW YA . AFTAH YO 'D MET HE 'D TELL YA� "AH KNOW YORE PROBLEMS. " 
( In other words you came there and you didn ' t  have to explain anything to him 

at all . He knew everything about you . ) 
He ' d  know somethin 1 �--�--�------------�--�--�------��--------------

[Talks so ftly and there is s tatic here . ] [Mrs .  Dyel . ]  
AN '  DE QUEERES ' THIN ' HE WOULD KNOW WHUT YORE PROBLEMS WUS� WHO YA WAN 'ED TUH 
TA 'K 'BOUT� WHO YA GRAN 'MOTHAH AN ' GRAN 'FATHAH WUS� WHUT YUH AGE. MARKEE DIDN 'T 
GIT DAT INFO 'MATION. HE WOULD TELL YA DAT NO SOONAH DEN HE SPOKE TUH YA . 

[These words of 1970  I had heard previously from my first root doctor back in 
Richmond , Va . , in 1936 , and here they are : I 'M A SON OF A MOTHER THAT COULD EVEN 
"DOWN-TELL" YOU (= SMOTHER YOU WITH WORDS) - SHE WALK IN HERE AN ' CALL YOUR NAME� 
TELL YOU WHERE YOU LIVE� TELL YOU THE NUMBER OF YOUR HOUSE� HOW MANY CHILDREN YOU 
HAD� WHETHER YOUR WIFE WAS LIVIN ' OR NOT� W 'A KIN 'A HAIR SHE HAD� HOW OLD SHE 
JIAS� W 'A ' HER NAME IS. THAT 'S THE KIN 'A MOTHER I HAD. (HOODOO , p . 93 6 ,  vo1 . 2 . ) 
This man j ust quo ted was from Greensboro , S .  Car . You will not understand HOODOO 
unless you realize my preceding first root doator is not lying . He had been 
brought up in a special atmosphere of  overstatement , sweeping ges ture , enthusi
asm , etc . Add visions , dreams , an out-worn view of the Bible and other elements ,  
and you will have a special problem . ] 

CUBBY Before we get invo ' ved wit that , I ' m  still puz zled on this gett in ' out 
of the service . You said that your wife wanted to get you out of the service . 
Did you get out right aftah this boat explosion or what have you? 

No , ah didn ' get out • • •  

CUBBY Before you go into that answer , would you answer this also with that? 
YOU SAY YOU SPENT 18 YEARS IN SERVICE� UH� AFTER 18 YEARS IT WOULD SEEM TO ME 
YOU WOULDN ' VE  [would have ] MADE A CAREER OF IT� OUT OF THE SERVICE WITH 20 YEARS. 
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WAS THIS THE SPELL THAT WAS CAST UPON YOU TO STOP YOU FROM COMPLETING YOUR 
CAREER OR WHAT? 

WELL SEE AFTAH AH HAD SPEN ' SO MUCH TIME IN DE OLYMPICS� SEE DEY GRANT ME DA!r 
MUCH TIME 'CUZ AH COULDN ' ACHLY • • •  SEE� AH COULDN ' GET ANY MONEY. 

(NOW WAIT A MINUTE� WHAT DO YOU MEAN? DID HE SAY THE OLYMPICS? )  
YES� A COUPLE O '  TIMES AH FIGHT IN DE OLYMPICS ON DE ALL-SUHVICE LEAGUE� SEE. 

BUT YA KNOW AH ' VE  BEEN IN DE RING WIT ' SUGAH RAY AN ' JAMES BOND [ ? ] AN ' BIG PAT 
ELLIS [ ? ] AN ' SO FO 'TH. SEE� ACHLY BY ME BEIN ' IN DE SUHVICE� DEY COULDN ' GIVE 
ME ANY MONEY. [NAMES UNCLEAR EXCEPT FOR SUGAH RAY - MRS. DYEL. ] 

(I  see . I see . ) 
So my said we would grant ' im dese las ' 18 months , see . So 

dat means he got 18 yeahs , see dat ' s  why dey grant me de res ' of dat tuh make 
up fo ' it , see? 

(Oh good , good . )  
Dat ' s  de only good thin ' dey achly done . See , dey wouldn ' give me any money 

b ' cuz dey wusn ' allowed tuh .  See ah wouldn ' wanna go tuh school wit no scholar
ship , but ah couldn ' ve wen ' undah de GI Bill so dey j is '  granted me dat much 
time . 

----(I  see . By the way how was Docto� Buz zard ' s  charges ,  how did you pay him? ) 
Well achly , he ' d  know - he ' d  know whethah yuh wus sincere or whethah yuh wus 

lyin ' . Ah dunno , he wus a strange one . Achly ah dunno • • •  achly ah don ' think 
he wan ' ed • • •  achly he had whut he wan ' ed .  He had ev ' rythin ' he wan ' ed .  

(Well now i f  you went to him for help and he helped you - then did he charge 
you for that ? ) 

No . 
(He didn ' t charge you? ) 
No , he didn ' charge me . 
(Did he charge these young service men for getting out • • •  ? )  
Shuah . He charged some and some he didn ' t .  
( I  see . ) 
' Cuz achly if ya wen ' befo ' ' im - he know yore condition . 
(I  see . )  

AN ' ACHLY • • •  YUH HAVE ANYTHIN ' YUH WAN '  TUH� YUH WAN ' TUH CONTRIBUTE SOMETHIN ' 
TUH 'IM OR IF YUH DON '� IT 'S ALL RIGHT. 'CUZ HE ACHLY HE KNEW • • •  

CUBBY DID HE TAKE IT IN 'IS HAN ' OR HOW DID HE TAKE IT? 
[Mr . Cubby ' s  ques tion about whether Docto� Buzzard took money out of client ' s  

hand comes from Mrs . Brooker the healer , not her interview but our comment on 
her interview, which separately follows interview. ] 

No , he had a vase he would put whut yuh contributed in dat vase an ' as he 
said • • •  Markee knowed about he sometimes would , uh , he brought characters here 
who wan ' ed tuh pay ' im ,  he say ,  "No . "  ------���--�--------------------(Recording very bad here . )  
He a ' ways wan ' s tuh deal wit de real people . He say he had evahthin ' he wan ' . 

CUBBY You say Markee lives here now. Is there any possible way you think 
that we can contact ' im, or you could contac ' ' im , or you know someone that 
could contac ' him? 

Yo ' see Markee had a daughtah , Vera . Ah think he wus heah fo ' huh graduatio� 
Dat been ' bout three of fo ' days . Achly ah seen ' im .  

CUBBY You say he was a aide to Docto� Buzzard . Do you think he ' s  here in 
this area doin ' the work or was he here , like you said for graduation? 

Ah think he is still heah . 
CUBBY Do you have any reason to b ' lieve he is probably doin ' rootwork here? 
Well ah think so . Achly ah don ' know ' is bus ' ness but ___________ _ 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Rootwork -

(Recording very bad here . )  
In fac ' de people git de wrong impression , he wus achly heah to he 'p  ' em .  

(Yeah . Well , that ' s  right . )  
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He ' s  not a • • •  he don ' let • • •  now lissen he don ' , DoctoP Buzzard , like ya said 
now, he screens ' em  hisself an ' he knowed whethah dey have good intentions or 
bad intentions . HE 'S GREAT HISSELF. HE SAYS, "NO MATTAH WHUT AH DO • • •  ABOUT 
MAH POWAH • • •  WHEAH AH GIT MAH POWAH FROM. " HE SAY HE DUNNO. HE A 'WAYS SAY, 
"AH 'M HEAH TUH STA 'T [ start ] WIT

--:-----=-.....--:---.--:---------:-:---:-:--......-: " 
CUBBY Let me ask you somethin ' now. Yo ' don ' have to answer this if yo ' 

don ' wan ' to . You ' ve been here in S t . Petersburg a long time . 
On an ' off . 
CUBBY Do you know of  any root doctors aroun ' ? Anyone who knows one? 

[ Static here ruins most  of the next few statements - can ' t understand enough 
to transcribe . ]  

CUBBY I WAS GOIN ' TO ASK YOU ABOUT BISHOP WOMACK. 
BISHOP? HE 'S A HEALAH TOO. HE MAY BE HOME BUT • • •  HE 'S A GOOD PRIEN ' 0 '  MINE 

TOO. BUT NOW IF YUH JIS ' WAN '  TUH MEET 'IM AN ' INTAHVIEW 'IM NOW. AH HAVE TUB 
BE FRANK WIT YUH - THIS MUCH NOW AH DUNNO WHUT YUH WAN ' - GOOD OR BAD. 'CUZ 
MAYBE IF AH TA 'K TUB 'IM NOW HE MAY SPEAK SOME, AH DUNNO. 

CUBBY THE REASON I ASK YOU THIS, LAS ' NIGHT WAS SOMEONE TOLE US ABOUT • • •  
YEAH, DE BISHOP IS A HEALAH. 
CUBBY WELL YOU WOULDN ' HAVE TO GO THERE WIT US, I MEAN WE WOULDN ' EVEN 

MENTION YOUR NAME OR SAY YOU WERE THE ONE THAT TOL ' US. 
IT WOULDN ' EVEN MATTAH BECUZ HE HAD A "CULTURE SECT" IN PALMETTO. HE ALSO 

HAVE TWO CHURCHES HEAH. AN ' HE 'S HEAD OF A CULTURE THEAH. 
CUBBY A culture? 
A culture , yes . An ' he • • •  
CUBBY Now • • •  a woman • • •  now I want to get back to this woman ' cause I thought 

you were talkin ' about Bishop Womack. 
No , dere • ·s a lady stayed nex ' tub yuh. Ah call huh name ' cuz achly huh bus-

ban ' died ' bout three yeahs ago or bettah .  
CUBBY [ Says something - not clear . ] 
Uh huh, on 21st • • •  
CUBBY I have two - wait a minute ah have two ladies stayin ' there . There ' s  

a lady stayed on de cornah on dis side . You mean the old lady on this side or • • •  
Now there ' s  another lady s tayin ' on the side of  me in the second house - little 
house . I live in the big house . 

Yuh know, de lady name is Davis . 
CUBBY Davis , she stays  on dis side , yes . All right , huh bus ban '

---:-
-

�-[More than one person talking - words j umbled and also static . ] 

CUBBY Do they do root work? 
Yes ,  root work . She ' s a healah . Achly she ' s a Poot � - Achly she goes 

both ways . [ They all laugh - Mrs .  Dyel . ] [ Exclude me from the laugh - Hyatt . ] 
ACHLY HUH AN ' HUH HUSBAN ', AH TELL YA, AH TELL YA WHUT SOMEONE ELSE rcJL ' liE. 

DIS IS CONFIDENT 'AL DAT AH 'M TELLIN ' YUH. UH, HUH HUSBAN ' DID SONETJJJJ' AI '  
SOMEONE ELSE "TURNED" IT "BACK" ON 'IM, SEE. 

[To turn back - to reverse the spell - is a technical term. To belie9e this 
gossip about the husband makes you a - you will soon meet him! ] 

CUBBY So  he died? 
HE DIED. HE DID SOMETHIN ' WRONG AN '  HE SAY, "ANYTIME DAT AB r.t.7RK I6 GOOD 

FAITH, AH DON ' PROMISE AH KNOW WHUT AH 'M DOIN ' . " HE SAID, "ALIIHS B1!NE11BAB 
DIS, " HE SAY, "GOOD ALWAYS DEFY EVIL, " AN ' SAY, ''A LO'l'TA PEOPLE SE1111 TUB HAVE 
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DIS POWAH BUT DEY DON ' KNOW HOW TUB USE IT. " [ Is informant talking about · husbaui 
Davis or Markee , or whom? ] 

AN '  JIS ' LIKE HE SAY, HE SAY, "REMEMBAH DIS, GOOD ALWAYS DEFY EVIL . " HE SAY11 
"NO MATTAH WHUT GAWD EVAH DONE WIT YUH DERE 'S ALWAYS SOME OF DE DEVIL 'S IMITA
TAHS. " HE SAID, "DE REASON AH LIKE DE BUZZARD IS 'CUZ DE BUZZARD THROWS IT BACK 
IN THEIR · FACE. " 

CUBBY Before we get on to somethin ' else , now you got me puzzled b ' cause MrL 
Davis she ' s been livin ' nex ' tub me since about a year ago nex ' month . An ' • • •  

[ somebody says something ] know she have a lotta company too . 
AH BET SHE DON ' LIVE WIT ANYONE. [MRS. DAVIS WILL GIVE THE REASON WHY. ] 
CUBBY No , she keeps to herself . But what I ' m  tryin ' to say is , does she 

know that you know about her? 
Right . She should know. [Laughs . ]  
CUBBY Bein ' her lan ' lord , see because I ' m the lan ' lord of  this property up 

there , I would feel sort of skeptical about goin ' to her myself , you know . 
Yes . 
CUBBY So  what I wondered was if you would confront her and explain to her • • •  

we ' ll give you a bet ter idea of this work an ' let you talk to her . 
(We ' d  like to talk to her . )  
Now yuh know she ' d  prob ' ly ta ' k  tub me an ' ah • • •  she kinda skept ical but ah 

think ah • • •  ' cause ah tell ya de Markee • • •  he knows dat ah ' m  a hones ' person an ' 
now he ' ll tell me thin ' s but he don ' t tell anyone else . Mos ' ly • • •  ah ' m  no t 
mos ' ly intahested but he tell me many thin ' s .  Whut happens if ah • • •  Mrs .  Davis • 

• •  I do go ta ' k  tub huh? 
(How are you going to handle the situation? ) 
Ah mean dat ' s  been huh life an ' huh husban ' s ,  now ah know dat . 
CUBBY I would let ' er know really that I would never reveal it . Because 

I don'  have any concern of it what soevah . 
Dis (Bad recording . ) 

(You ' re j ust  thinking of  the money end of it , for her . She ' d  want to know 
what she ' s going to get out of it , is that what you mean? Well we could do 
something about that . )  

CUBBY He [Doctor Hyat t  - Mr s .  Dyel ] would talk to her himself . I mean if 
she is willin ' to talk . 

Ah will talk tub huh • • •  how should ah put it tub huh? 
CUBBY Explain to her wha ' he ' s  doin ' . 
SHE HAS CERTAIN POWAHS. YUH WOULD LIKE TUH KNOW WHUT SHE CAN DO AN ' WHUT SHE 

CANNOT DO, IS THAT WHUT YUH • • •  ? 
(NOT ONLY THAT BUT I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW, FROM THE PROFESSIONALS, HOW THEY 

GOT INTO THE WORK - SOME OF THEIR EXPERIENCES. FOR EXAMPLE LET ME GIVE YOU A 
QUESTION I HAVEN 'T ASKED YET. WHEN YOU WERE GROWING UP AND EVEN LATER ON, DID 
"DOCTOR" BUZZARD ALSO HAVE WHITE CUSTOMERS?) [Voices are beginning to get very 
rapid . ] 

.Qh., Gawd yes , .I!!. 
(Good , good . ) 
In fac ' he had mo ' white customahs den he had black. 
(That ' s what I wanted to hear . That ' s  part of  the investigation . ) 
Shuah, shuah, he did . Gawd yes . 
CUBBY Did they have any white root doctors aroun ' ? 
As ah said dey had imitatahs . He wus , de Buz zard , he wus de • • •  yuh see • • •  Now 

achly he could , he had de powah , no mattah whut yore ailmen ' wus when yuh see de 
doctDh., be could heal yuh no mattah whut it wus . Like de doctah say , de MARKEE, 
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HE SAY DE BUZZARD COULD SEARCH YORE HEART. HE KNOW IF YORE INTENTION BE GOOD OR 
BAD. Now rega ' dless whut yore intention wus - he been offahed - he said�--�� [I could only get enough of this to get the idea Buzzard had money - Mrs . Dyel . ]  
Dis man says he got $10 , 000 in ' is pocket an ' he don ' wanna make a fool of  ' is-
self fo ' somebody else . He said yo ' go back He say , "Ah don ' 
van ' yuh money . "  De doctah kep ' so much money , he couldn ' even count it fo ' 
[ far ] as dat concerned . He kep ' money , trunks of  money . Achly at one time dey 
confronted him an ' j is '  take his money __________ �--�-------------------------

[ Impossible to transcribe . ]  
(You said he helped some of  the boys to keep them out o f  the service . Did he 

ever help boys in court scrap es? ) 
Oh , oh , shuah . He would . Do ya remembah when dis happened in At lantic C ity , 

vit de Ku Klux Klan? 
(Oh yes ,  you remember that Ku Klux Klan? ) 
Ku Klux Klan - an ' he didn ' only reveal dat de poleece chief name . Remembah 

vhen he got him indicted? An ' tol ' ' em j is '  whut ' is pa ' t  wus in de Klan an ' 
vho dey had set up fo ' ' im. Shuah . 

CUBBY Tell me dis now,  I recall back you say somethin ' about Doator Buzzard 
brought a baby back to life . How long did dis kid live aftah he brought him back 
to l ife . 

Oh, he ' s  ' bout 12 or 13  now. 
CUBBY He ' s still alive . 
Shuah, shuah. An ' achly now dis same poleece chief , he wus makin ' dis likker 

an' so fo ' th - messin ' roun ' an ' he got ' im busted . Said , "B ' cause ah could 
even tell ya who ya got sellin ' it fo ' , how long ya been selling it ." He revealed 
all dat to de FBI . 

(This is  the end of  the f irst side of Herman Henry . There are four of us 
here . You ' ve heard four separate vo ices here . I ' ll explain them on the next 
side . These four voices you ' ve heard , Mr . Cubby , Charles [ this was his first 
name ,  not yet knowing last name ] , Mr . Herman Henry and myself . Let ' s  close up 
this side - flip it over . How ' ll that be? ) 

(You see what I want primarily - now there are people that can give you one 
story and that sort of thing . I would like to interview a few professinnals -
just the way I did in that second volume - who would tell me about their work . 
I mean they don ' t have to reveal secrets  or anything . How they got into it . 
lOw sometimes a person doesn ' t know where the power comes from , you know that . 
Buzzard himself couldn ' t explain his powers ,  probably . But he could have told 
.e when he first began to feel that he had this power and he could explain some 
of his work and experiences he ' d  had and things of that sort . And , of  course , 
as you say • • •  not only are the colored people skep tical . You know when that • • •  

one from Illinois I did among the white people . When that first edit ion came 
out in 1935 I gave a copy to the library . I sent a copy to the reviews 
but not to the local newspaper . And a reporter came around and he saw this 
book. This book was right there , it was j ust for this county . He wrote a long 
review,  2 columns in the newspaper . It was a very good review but at the end he 
said , " If these things exist • • •  "most of the things ,  about 9/ 10 of the things 
vhich were said were all about white people . I had some colored people but this 
vas all about white people . )  

Shuah, shuah . 
(And he said , " If this sort of  thing is go ing on" • • •  Adams County has a won

derful school system,  "we must be  • • •  we ' re j ust like the hoodoo people of Haitii 
and the Pennsylvania Dutch . " )  

Funny thin ' happened tuh me when ah wen ' to [name of town in Hat ii) , Haitii . 
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She wus l ivin ' in de mountains an ' huh cousin [ I  mean ] ont [ aunt ] were whut yuh 
call • Ah wus goin ' tuh at dat time ' cuz we 
usta have a home po ' t  [port ] dere . An '  she wus very religious in huh way . Any
way ah wus invited tuh go with huh - which ah wen ' wit huh one night . An ' mos '  
de eldahly people , mo s ' ly young girls an ' four ol ' men would go up in de moun
tains an ' dey had a pit full of  coal fiah an ' dey had dis roostah . Ah seen 
dis - she put dat roostah in dere an ' , Gawd , dat roostah didn ' burn or anythin ' ,  
see . An ' dey sta ' ted singin ' ' bout three songs an ' dey would use it when dey 

' bout three and half hours . Ah don ' know 
whut dey would be sayin ' . An ' anyway d is whut ah seen . She wus sweatin '  an ' 
so fo ' th, ah kin ' a got ' fraid aftah she put on huh white gown . An ' ah knowed 
huh tuh wa ' k  - p ick up a sheet [ shoe? ] an ' she put dis basket on huh haid . She 
wus dancin ' in dat fiah an ' fo ' ' bout 2 or 3 hours .  An ' dey wus clapp in ' dere 
han ' s an ' makin ' some kin ' a  no ise an ' ah wus lookin ' out de winnow [ ! ]  an ' ah 
said , "Ah don ' b ' lieve dis mahself , "  yuh know. She wus dancin ' in de fiah bare
footed , yuh know. Ah said , "Ah don ' b ' lieve it . "  [ Everybody laughs . ]  An ' she 
say , "We gonna let yuh see it . "  She j us '  bowed down , got on huh knees . Ah said. 
"Wait ah don ' b ' lieve it . "  [All laugh and comment - unclear . ]  

(You touched her , huh? ) 
Ah touched huh . Ah knowed dat ' s right , Baby , dat ' s  r ight . An ' yuh know she 

wa ' ked , she bit de roostahs haid off . Evah time dey got tuh have a roostah . 
(Bit the head off  the rooster ? )  
An ' achly he fluttahed - she j us '  suck d e  blood out . D e  roostah nevah did 

burn • • •  �------�------�------�--��--���--�--�------�-------------
(Held it right up to her mouth and sucked the blood out • • •  ? )  
Dat ' s  right ah wus lookin ' at huh when she did dat . Ah wus half way ' £raid 

o '  huh. [ Everybody laughs . ]  Ah knowed dat wus fiah , nobody cain ' t tell me dat 
wusn ' . Ah stuck mah han ' in - dat wus double hot coals - dat wus coal fiah . 
[Talking and laughing . ]  

CUBBY This ritual , did you understan '  wha ' was the purpose of this ? 
Rathah den she said it wus , uh, buildin ' up huh powahs • • •  of goddess [ ? ] . 

Said dey were fightin ' off  evil . Whut she said , re ' lly ah dunno . Ah sat dere 
almos ' fo ' hours an ' re ' lly ah cain ' t undahstan '  it today . Like ah tol ' de 
Markee • • •  de Markee didn ' t even know ' bout dat . He know ' bout dose peoples an ' 
he said sometimes he got diffrun '  things from dem. He wouldn ' tell me • • •  but ah 
said dey d idn ' know whut dey wus ta ' kin ' ' bout . He said dey did . 

CUBBY This was some type of  sect?  
Yeah , cult - but he say hisself dat he has went through dat recital [ ritual ] 

hisself but ah dunno . 
CUBBY Now, I ' ve heard about these cults  an ' I read in a magazine once -

did you ever notice anyone makin ' a sacrifice  of themself? 
Well one t ime befo ' dat ah seen dem take dis baby - ah didn ' wanna see it . 

Dey laid dis baby down on 1 is back, ah heard dis baby cry , ah dunno whut it wus 
dey wus throwin ' dis on a pile or somethin ' .  Anyway dey nevah have dis tuh use 
it ' til 1 1 : 30 or 12 · o ' clock at night . [ This paragraph too diff icult to under
stand . ] 

CUBBY Oh but they d idn ' kill the baby? 
No dey didn ' kill ' em .  Ah heard it cry aftah dey throw ' im in dere . Ah 

didn' t wanna see ' em .  
CUBBY Wha t  I was tryin ' t o  get at , these cults sacrif ice , you know. 
Dis wus a - if dey p itched dat baby in yo ' d  be purif ied . An ' said it nevah 

hurt .  Mas ' of de young girls said dat made • • •  achly befo ' dey wus ma ' ied if dey 
vas .. ' ied back in the cult s  say dey had a whole lotta prost itut ion . But dey 
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wus called de clean people , dey nevah mixed wit no [ car honks ] .  Dey had to 
come from • • •  

(Out in the country . )  
Yeah dey had tuh come from j us '  from dey ' re faith . 

4525 

(Before I forget it , what did they call this type o f  work in your boyhood? 
Did they call this roo twork or witchcraft or hoodoo? What did they call this 
type of thing? I mean where you were brought up . )  

Dey were called de root of  mystery . 
(You ' re talking about Haitii , aren ' t you? ) 
Yes ah wus talkin ' ' bout Haitii den . 
( In your country where you were brought up . )  
Ya mean in Ca ' lina? 
(Yes , in South Carolina , what did they call it? ) 
Achly ah would - dey would call it hoodoo . ' Cuz dey would • • •  uh , achly dat 

nevah wus splained tuh me . It wus min ' ovah mattah .  But achly whut yore faith 
wus dat whut · · ·----�------�--�----�--��----��------���------------

CUBBY Tell me this now , hoodoo and stuf f  actually stemmed from • • •  
Dis whut ah - dis mah undahs tan ' in '  of  de whole outlet of  - heah ' s some medi

cine ah had an ' achly it do happen an ' will happen as he say would 
happen .  Now yo ' set yoreself to do good an ' evil . An ' if yo '  have in yore con-
science to do good - maybe dat do dat�--����----�--�----�--------�----

[Material is getting more and more difficult - here I can hear enough 
to understand that he is talking about somebody handling snakes . ]  

(Have you been back to South Carolina in recent years - back in your old 
country where you were brought up? )  [The voice of Dr . Hyatt is very rap id but 
because he speaks plainly I can still unders tand what he is saying mos t  of the 
time . ] 

Gawd , yes . 
(Has it changed much? ) 
Not in dat connection , it hasn ' t .  ' Cuz it ' s  handed down see , from de mothah 

to de son and daughtah an ' no mattah where she is - in college or so fo ' th ,  it ' s  
handed down . 

( I  see . Would you say that belief about the things • • •  say now for an example , 
like believing in Doctor Buzzard and his work . Would you say that that is dying 
out at all? ) 

No , ah think now mos '  of  de thin ' s he said would come true . He showed ya why 
and when . BUT AH WOULDN ' SAY IT 'S DYIN ' OUT� NO. AH 'D SAY IT IS BEIN ' HANDED 
DOWN. See b ' cuz dese people b ' lieve in tradition , see . 

(Yeah . ) 
THIS IS THE GREATEST CUAH [ cure ]  now. IT 'S BETTAH DEN MEDICINE. If dey put 

yuh on medic ine dey say , "Ah put yuh on a diet , "  say , "maybe 9 or 10 months . " 

an ' say , "yuh lose so much weight . "  But this happen now dat yuh see . AN '  BE 
SAID ACHLY HE COULD DI 'GNOSE YUH DIS MOS 'LY DEALIN ' WIT YORE MIN ' . AN '  ALSO 
IT WOULD HEAH YA BODY. 

(Uh huh . ) 
CUBBY What I ' m  tryin ' to get at is this - do you feel that - even though 

this is handed down - do you feel that the work itself is changed any! Do you 
feel that rootworkers , those who administer witchcraft  still carry on the same 
way as the people back in your time when you were a chil ' ?  Do they still work 
the same way today ,  has it changed any? 

I t ' s  still there . 
CUBBY Well now I ask you awhile back about someone else . Do you know a 
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TV repairman by the name of Andy Williams? 
Andy Williams? 
CUBBY Yes . 
Shuah man · · ·--------------�------��--------�------��---------------------
CUBBY We went out yesterday mornin ' to see if we could�--��--------------

[�tatic and interference - voice is also weak�] 
Listen an ' one o f  dose thin ' s happened tub ' im which came back on someone 

else �--��--------------------�--------��--------�--------------------
3 yeahs , he wus in de hospital an ' dey couldn ' git no di ' gnos is , x-rays or any-
thin ' . He weighed 235 , now he down to 50  lbs . Yuh speakin ' o f  Andy Williams? 

CUBBY Yes . 
Went tub ev ' ry doctah • • •  [ One of  the commonest phrases in HOODOO ! ]  
(He could tell the s tory about his own cure at least . What happened to him? 

Was a spell put on him or what ? )  
Yes , a spell wus put on ' im through ' is wife ' s  ont . An ' in fac ' it a ' mos ' 

taken ' im away . ' Til Markee got in contac ' wit ' im he couldn ' eat anythin ' ,  he 
couldn ' sleep , he couldn ' do a thin ' . In fac ' he didn ' • • •  dey had tuh git ' im  
off de bed two or three times . An ' he stayed in Veteran ' s  Hosp ital 3 yeahs , 3 
yeahs . An '  when de Markee ast ' im,  "What wrong wit yuh , Andy? "  He say , "Ah 
know wha ' s wrong . "  Dat ' s  on a Tuesday an ' like ah say 10 minutes aftah he wus 
healed he said , "Ah have tuh tUl'n dis • • •  " Achly ' is wife wusn ' - but ' is ont 
wus achly de evildoer . 'oat ' s  de only way yuh can • • •  He said , "Ah don ' wan ' any
body hurt . "  He said , "No , yore hurt . "  • • •  [Cannot understand rest of  sentence . ]  
Andy would pray an ' ev ' rythin ' but dey j is '  wouldn ' turn ' im loose . 

CUBBY How long ? 
Wusn ' ' is wife , it wus ' is ont . Yuh see , HEAH 'S [ how de ] THING WUS - SEE 

DEY STAYED, HIS ONT AN ' ALL HUH PEOPLE STAYIN ' WIT ANDY AN ' HE HAD • • •  IN PAC ' 
DEBE WUS 7 LIVIN ' IN DE HOUSE. [ Children heard in the background . ] DEY WOULDN ' 
WORK OR ANYTHIN ', DEY JUS ' LAZY. HE PUT UP WIT DAT FO ' JIB ' ABOUT 2 YEAHS. AN '  
DEM PEOPLE DIDN ' WANNA WORK, JUST SIT UP DERE AN ' EAT AN ' SLEEP. HE TOL ' DEM 
DEY HAVE TUH MOVE. ACHLY HE GOT 'EM JOBS - DEY WOULDN ' DO ANYTHIN ' .  SO HE TOL ' 
'EM TO MOVE OUT O '  DE HOUSE AN ' DAT 'S WHUT HAPPENED. 

CUBBY [ Says something . ]  
He tol ' ' em dey had tuh git outa de house an ' so ' is ont [ her aunt ] ,  she 

said , "Ah ' m  no t goin '  tuh do anythin ' tuh him . " BUT ANDY HAD MONEY DEN, SEE. 
ANDY HAD FO ' OR FIVE THOUSAN ' DOLLAHS. HE HAD BEEN DEALIN ' WIT NUMBAHS AN ' SO 
FO 'TH. [ Children are getting noiser . ] HE USTA BE A PICK-UP MAN FO ' DE NUMBABS 
HEAH IN ST. PETAHSBURG WHEN DEY 'D TRANSFER 'EM TUH CUBA, YUH KNOW, AN ' SO FO 'TH. 
AN ' SO SHE TRIED TUH • • •  AH TELL YUH WHUT SHE PUT ON 'IM, "DE SIGN OF DE PA 'M" ON 
'IM. [ Probably only time I ever hear this word . H . M . H . ] 

(The sign o f  what? ) 
De sign of de pa 'm. 
(The sign of the pabn? ) 
Yeah . 
(Yes , yes . )  [This spell would cause him to die slowly . ]  
So dat he would die slow·----------------------�----------------��--------

An '  aftah she wus so shuah . An '  as ah 
tol ' yuh, dat ' s  when whatcha callit sen '  fo ' de Markee in Cuba . Dey thought he 
vus gonna be dead an ' dat ' s  when • • •  Dat ' s  when de tol ' ' im  whut he had 
tuh do .  An '  aftah she come in �-----=----------------------------------------
·�ore wife know about it . "  He said , "Now de only way ah can git dis offa yuh -
ah can turn it back on one of  dem . " He said , "Ya have 2 mo ' days tuh turn it 
back or keep it or ya gonna be dead by Friday . "  An ' Andy wus down on ' is knees 
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aprayin ' . He tol ' ' im , he say , "Whoevah put dis on , turn ' im  back • • •  " An '  dat 
same Friday died at 4 o ' clock. 

[Voice has become so distorted I can ' t  tell who is speaking and only about 
half of what they are saying . Everybody sounds like Donald Duck. I can get 
the idea only - they are discussing possibility of  speaking to Andy and also 
Bishop Womack.  All this second side is very poorly recorded . THER8 IS ALSO 
CHILDREN HEARD CONSTANTLY IN BACKGROUND. ] 

(The bad recording on the second side of the cassette was due to the fact 
that the children were j ust out side of the house in which I was recording . They 
were making so much no ise that Cubby , who was controlling the cassette , turned 
the batteries up very high and that weakened them and that makes the voices 
sound tinny and very rap id on this side . I ' ll go through this again and I ' ll 
make comment s on it to point out what happened there . 

I must make a comment about these houses where this was yesterday . Yesterday 
was Thursday and this is the second s ide of this Herman Henry casset te . These 
houses are only about 15 feet apart . I ' ve never seen them so crowded . They are 
in little rows , short street s .  I must give a complete description of  them. I 
want to get a photograph of  the four of  us together and probably right there 
where these houses are , we ' ll see . 

I was very much imp ressed with Herman Henry . He was fascinating . It was 
unfortunate that the recording of  this second side is so bad . It isn ' t as good 
as the first side naturally but there are things on it . I think he is going to 
be quite a help to us . 

The reason we didn ' t • • •  he had electricity , but the reason we didn ' t use it 
was because he had a short and I was afraid something might happen to the 
machine . 

We also made a mistake - Cubby s tarted • • •  took his cassette and started to 
record this . I gave him some new batteries and he missed this bad side . He 
should have been recording this side . We would have had it had he tended to 
that rather than bothering about recording my machine . Well , you live and 
learn . I am going to interview Henry again . I think he knows much more than 
he has told me . 

I am making these comments on Friday morning . I ' m  going over this film .  I 
got up at 4 : 30 this morning and I ' m wait ing now for breakfast - to go out for 
breakfast . This morning I am supposed to interview Mrs .  Davis at 9 : 30 .  She 
seems to be an interesting and intelligent woman . I haven ' t  the slightest idea 
what I will get . Now, the first thing , on the way down there I must stop and 
get some batteries put in here . )  

HERE IS THE MRS . DAVIS WE MENTIONED 
IN THE PRECEDING HERMAN HENRY INTERVIEW 
SHE A HEALER LIKE HER DECEASED HUSBAND 
HAD HAD GREAT EXPERIENCE WITH PERSONS 

BELIEVING THEMSELVES TO HAVE BEEN HOODOOED 
SHE APPEARS WITH AUTHOR AMONG ILLUSTRATIONS 

AT END OF VOLUME 3 HOLDING HER GLASS PAINTING 
DESIGN SUGGESTED TO HER BY SPIRIT OR VISION 

[ S ince most hoodoo men and women - whatever name they call tbewselves - are 
also healers of  one kind or another , the following interview froa a healer of 
experience should be of  special interest .  Fortunately also ve occasionally 
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talk about hoodoo beliefs and work . To save space I have eliminated the f irst 
ten complete pages and have made a few deletions contributing little or nothing 
to our main purpose . On the other hand , almost every grunt or mumble of  approval 
or mere no ise - oh, uh , ah , huh , mm ,  hm, I see , etc . - has been retained , mine 
being my African drum-beat rhythm or Greek chorus , or as you can see , my con
stant participation all through these 5 volume s . ] 

[As I j us t  said in the preceding introductory bracket , ten pages of text pre
cede my following opening question , pages interesting but not concerned with her 
professional life . Perhaps a little doubtful about the choice of words , I now 
stumble into the question I had wanted to ask sooner . ]  

(When you were a child did , uh , did , did , uh , you ever hear any stories about 
a person having a spell put on him? And , uh had to go to some sort  of healer or 
a person who could take off  this spell? To get the spell removed? Did you ever 
hear any story along that line? ) 

YES. YES. 
(Uh , could you tell me uh • • •  ) 
AN ' AH HAVE SEEN THAT. 
(Well . • •  ) 
AN ' IT 'S ALL JIB ' REAL SIMPLE. 
(Well could you tell me uh . • •  ) 
Uh . 
(Give me an account of what you heard or saw. ) 
UH., AH IN MAH LIFE - WHEN AH MARRIED., AH MARRIED A "WITCHCRAFT MAN. " 
(YOU MARRIED A "WITCHCRAFT MAN? ") 
HE 'S KJJOWED ABOUT IT. HE KJJOWED ABOUT IT. 
(Uh , he knew all about it? ) 
He knowed all about it . 
(I  see . ) 
He was uh an ' suh some be blind , some couldn ' t hear , some had 

breakin '-out skin , looked like breakin '-out skin , an ' he would cure those people. 
(Well I have no doubt about it . )  [That he healed some of them. ] 
[What an opening for a direct question , which I did not attemp t at this time . 

She could see that both my hands were covered with breakin '-out skin ! Later you 
will hear about healer Brooker blessing them, also a hand lotion Prophet Warkiee 
Sarheed offered to prepare . ]  

He would cure those people . 
(Yeah . ) 
But he wouldn ' t  go [ to ]  the drug store an ' buy anythin ' .  
(Uh huh . Uh huh . ) 
He would go [ to ]  the woods an ' get his herbs . That cured those people sick. 
(Mm hm. ) 
An '  if they did like he told them - an ' then he could - an ' in some come to 

him an ' he could tell them , say , "Yo ' nevah get cured ' cause yo ' don ' t  do like 
yo ' was told to do . " 

(Mm hm . ) 
Say , "Ah could cure yo ' ,  but yo ' won ' t do like ah say ,  but [ there is ] one 

way to cure yo ' . We have had peoples to stay in the house with us 3 months . 
(Mill. )  
Fo ' 4 months at a time . 
(Oh. ) 

As a strangah, we didn ' t know who they were . They j ust come an ' needed help . 
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(Uh huh . ) 
But to heal those peoples an ' to make them go by his command to heal them , 

we kept ' em at our house .  
(DID UH, DID UH PEOPLE CALL HIM A "WITCHCRAFT PERSON? )  
[That could have been a dangerous que s t ion and end of  interview! Notice how 

she handles it . ] 
WELL THEY, THEY, THEY CALLED HIM A "WITCHCRAFT PERSON" THIS WAY. OTHAH 

PEOPLE WOULD DO THE DIRT AN ' HE SAID HE KNOW HOW TO WITCHCRAFT A PERSON, BUT HE 
WOULD NEVAH DO THAT. 

(Tha t ' s  right . In other words he , go [ does ] he • • •  ) 
He was a healah . 
( • • •  he was a good healer . )  
Uh huh . 
(But a lot o f  people are s cared of  you j us t  the same . ) 
Yeah , well that ' s the way it wuz . The peoples in the c ity where we went , 

were livin ' at , they didn ' t believe in it . 
(I  know. )  
Until somethin ' like that happens • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  to them [ she cont inues preceding clause ]  ' cause we was in Louisville , 

Kentucky , an ' ' um  it was a woman corned to our house and she j us t  scratched , yo ' 
know? 

(You j us t  scratch all the t ime ? )  
All the time she scratched . 
(Yeah . ) 
Jus t couldn ' t be still . So ah .said , "Oh , " ah said , "yo ' mus ' been out in the 

woods somewhere an ' got some kinda itch . " She said , "No , "  said , " this been on 
me now fo ' about 5 years , "  said , " an '  there ain ' t no cure f o ' it . "  Ah said , "Oh, 
there ain ' t no such thing" [ as no cure ] . An ' then ah said , "If  yo ' believe in 
the Almighty Gawd , "  ah says , " can cure any thin ' -....... .------"'!':---.--------
ah said , "Uh , uh , if yo ' believe in Almighty Gawd , "  ah said , "yo ' could be heal-
ed . "  She say , "Ah ' ll give a person any '-mount o ' money to take this off  • • •  " 

• • •  So mah husband come home , an ' he was off on a trip .  He wasn ' t out of town 
he was j ust gone on a [ professional ] visit . Ah told h im  [what ] ah said . He 
said , "Yo ' mean this woman said ah said yo ' see ' er? " He said , "Ah didn ' know 
wha ' to say .  Ah thought maybe she was j ittery . " Yo ' know he like to have a lot 
of fun wit ' er .  

(Uh huh. ) 
He said , "Ah thought yo ' was j us '  j ittahry . Yo ' j us '  scared of somebody an '  

[ that ]  run yo ' into the woods or somethin ' . "  She said , "No-o-o-o sir . "  He said , 
"Lady , 11 he said , "ah ' 1 1  cure yo ' • " 

(Uh huh . ) 
Said ,  1 1  Ah ain ' t gonna tell yo '  ah think ah cure yo ' • " Said , "Ah ' 11 cure yo '  ." 
[This whole statement variously phrased occurs so frequently in HOODOO it 

could be mis taken for a part o f  a lost  hoodOo-Hippocratic oath ! ] 
(Yes . ) 
She said , "Yo ' cure me , "  said , "ah give yo ' $ 500  right now. " [These large 

sums of  money tossed about in hoodoo have themselves been hoodooed ! ] 
(Uh huh . ) 

He said , "Well yo ' keep your money . "  He said , " But ah ' ll cure yo ' . "  
(Uh huh . ) 
Said , "Do yo ' drink? " [Now he ' s  imitat ing the M. D . ' s ! ] She said , "No . " He 

saicl , "Yo ' got a habit yo ' more than givin ' up . Go in ' roun ' seein ' wha ' happ en 
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to everybody . Yo ' was all Mouth A bnighty . Yo ' wants to go into othah fo ' k ' s  
business . " 

(Uh huh. ) 
Say , "Yo ' is Mouth A lmighty . "  Say , "Yo ' goes to • • •  " 
�outh AZmighty? ) 
That ' s  what he names ' er ,  Mouth A bnighty . Say , "Yo ' get stuff , yo ' s  Mouth 

A Unighty . Yo ' wanta go home an ' [ by ]  sunup yo ' be gettin '  all aroun ' to the 
court [ these people lived in a court ] .  All the way down Hick ' ry Street an ' back. 
An '  all back on Bermo Street an ' back on up to Salvo Avenue an ' back home . "  

( I  see . What were the names of those streets  now? ) 
Salvo Avenue . 
( Salvo ? )  
An ' Hick ' ry S treet , uh huh . 
(And Hickory S treet . )  
Uh huh . 
(I  see . ) 
See , Salvo Avenue was on the back o '  Hick' ry street an ' we stayed in between. 

An ' she stayed about three houses below us . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
So she say , "Yes , ah j is ' wan ' to see . "  He said , "Well that ' s  the mattah ,  

yo ' done seen too much , an ' yo ' done talk too much • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an ' yo ' ain ' t got enough friends • • •  " o 
(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  say , "but ah can cure yo ' . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
So she say , "Well ah give yo ' $500 if yo ' go an ' git this off  o '  me . "  He 

said , "Yeah , there ' s  nothin ' in yo ' , " he says , " it ' s  on yo ' . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
" S imple thing , "  he said . 
(Did she uh , did she tell him how she thought someone put it on her or • • •  ? )  
Wel l ,  she remembahed she went to this house . 
(Oh , tell me that part . )  
She said she went to this house in the mornin ' . An '  uh said this woman said 

no .  Said she asked the lady , said uh , "Did yo ' go  last night to play cards? " 
Say she tol ' her , "No , I didn ' t go to play card s . " 

(Mm hm. ) 
Say , "Ah didn ' t go to play cards . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Say , "Why ? "  Say , "Well , ah didn ' t wanna go . "  Say she tol ' the lady , "Yo ' 

been goin ' , how come yo ' didn ' t go last night ? "  Well , see the main part , she 
was likin ' this woman ' s husband . 

(Uh huh . ) 
An ' he suppose to come ovah to ' er house . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Wel l ,  he didn ' t come ' cause the wife didn ' t go to play cards , so he couldn ' t  

get away . An ' then she goes aroun ' there the nex ' mornin ' to find out how come 
she didn ' t go in ' . ' Cause ask ' er how come she didn ' t go . An '  she tol ' her she 
didn' t want to go , she didn' t care to go . Sompin tol ' her to stay home . An '  
she lied to the woman . [ "Mouth A Unighty" ] say , "ANYTIME SOMPIN TELL YO ' TO DO 
SOIIPill� YO ' BETTAH NOT DO WHA ' SOMPIN TELL YO ', YO ' BETTAH DO WHA ' YO ' WANNA 
DO. • SHE [wife ] SAID, "WELL, THAT 'S WHAT AH 'M DOIN ' NOW. AH 'M GONNA DO WHA '  
AB lrADA DO. " So then , she , this woman went on an '  had her to hang up some 
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clothes . An ' she helped tha ' , this woman hang the clothes up . An '  she said , 
"Put the clothes on the ba ' k  po ' ch in the chair . "  She say ,  "Now yo ' take those 
clothes out an ' shake ' em .  An ' put them on the line an ' let ' em  air . "  Which 
wus sunnin ' ,  dey call it . 

(Mm hm. . ) 
An '  when she shaked this clothes fo ' her , she got this  [hoodoo preparat ion on 

her ] . 
(Uh huh. ) 
It was simple . 
(What was , what was it , a dust of some sort? )  
Yes , it wus a dust . 
(A sort of  preparation? ) 

Mm, well ,  it wasn ' t  a peppahration . It was a simple thing . An '  it only put 
it on there , start scratchin ' in a certain length o '  t ime . If she had ' a  shook 
it right , she woulda had went blind . But she j is '  shook a little bit , yo ' know? 

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  so it j is '  got  enough to get on ' er .  An '  j is ' , tha ' s  where dey shake 

sompin yo ' close your eyes , try to keep it from gettin '  in the eye . So tha ' s  
the reason she didn ' go blind . 

(I  see . )  
Well , it ' s  very simple , tha ' have been tried . 
(I  see . ) 
Tha ' have been tried . Ah ' ve seen it  tried since then right in Orlando [Flor-

ida ] and ah ' ve seen it tried in Fort Meyer [Florida] . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  uh • • •  

(IS IT A PREPARATION THAT, UH SOME OTHER WITCH, UH WITCHRAFTER MADE OR DO 
YOU BUY AT THE STORE?)  

NO, YO ' SEE. YO ' DON 1 BUY A, AH MEAN • • •  WHEN YO ' BUY, UH, SOMETHIN ' FROM THE 
STORE, YO ' DON ', THA 'S NOT WITCHCRAFT, 'CAUSE WITCHCRAFT IS SOMETHIN ' EVERYBODY 
CAN 'T DO. 

( I  see,  I see , I see . ) 
An '  if yo ' go to the store an ' buy anythin ' , anythin ' yo ' go to the s tore an '  

buy , ah' m  gonna buy . An ' somebody else gonna buy . That ' s  not witchcraft .  
(And it isn ' t much good . ) 
An ' it 1 s no good . 
(Yeah , uh huh , fine . That ' s  what I • • •  ) [What I like to hear . ] 
But yo ' can buy articles from ,  uh , drug store . As if fo ' o ' f ive . I t  depend 

upon what the disease is  or of  this person . Yo ' can buy the stuff fraa 
the drug store now. An ' bein ' in the city an ' not in the country tha ' yo ' can • t  
go in the woods an ' git it . 

(Mm hm. ) 
Yo ' can buy it but yo ' got to know wha ' to ask fo ' when yo '  go there . 
(Yeah , I know. ) 
An '  then yo ' can take those , uh , 5 o '  6 items , make them togethah , put ' ea  

up an ' know how to put it togethah an ' to make it . Tha ' would cure �tcbcraft . 
But yo ' got to know. 

(You have to know these things . ) 
Yo ' got to know these thin ' s .  
( I  see . I see . ) 
AN ' YO ' GOT TO KNOW, AN ' UH, IT 'S NEVAH, YO ' ,  YO ' HAVE TO DOJI T1lESE THIN 'S 

BY YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE. IT 1 S NOTHIN '  THAT YO ' MAKES, IT 'S NO'P1IITI' THA '  YO 1 
INVENT. THA ' YO ' DON ' TRY ON YOURSELF. 
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(Oh . ) 
But yo ' got to know how fer to try it on yourself before yo ' take the , uh , uh. 

effect o '  wha ' it ' s  suppose to do . 
(On the ,  on your , on the patient or • • •  ) 
That ' s  right . 
( I  see , I see . Now before I forget it , uh , did your hus • • • •  uh , this is a 

very important question. Uh , did he uh , uh , uh , help , uh , ever cure white people 
also ? Did he have trouble? ) 

He , he didn ' t ,  uh , he didn ' t have no certain peoples .  
(Uh huh. ) 
He didn ' t have cer • • • •  he wasn ' t  • • •  

(Now what , a white person could come to him to be cured of whatever trouble 
he had? ) 

Yes . 
(Uh huh. ) 
He would cure anybody . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Anybody , didn ' t make no difference . 
(Mm hm . ) 

AN ' MAH HUSBAND HE NEVAH� THE FAMILY DO NOT CUT THEIR HAIR. 
(The what? ) 
Do not cut their hair . 
(Who doesn ' t  1 )  
HIS HAIR WAS DOWN HERE. 
(OH� YOUR HUSBAND 'S HAIR WAS DOWN TO HIS WAIST? )  
Down to his waist ,  down to his waist . 
(Oh , way down to his waist . )  
Way down . He ' d  nevah cut his hair . 
(Why , why wouldn ' t  • • •  ? )  
HIS FAMILY DON 'T CUT THEIR HAIR. AN ' ALL THE BOYS IT 'S THE SEVEN BOYS AN ' 

ONE GIRL. AN ' �  UM� THE BOYS NEVAH CUT THEIR HAIR. 
(Is  there any part icular reason for that ? )  
Hm um . Their family j is '  don ' cut their hair . [ B ible is one reason . ] 
(Uh huh, I see . ) 
AN '  ABOVE EVERY • AH HAD LEFT AN ' COME HERE� UH� THA 'S 

MAH JOB. [Healing is her j ob . ] 
(Mm hm.) 
HE TRAINED ME. 
(I see . ) 
THA 'S MAH JOB. THA 'S MAH LIVIN ' .  
( I  see , I see . ) 
IS HELP IN ' PEOPLES. 
(Helping people . )  
An '  healin ' people , tha ' s  mah livin ' . 
(Well , I uh , I ' ve ,  I uh , IN A WAY I BELONG TO YOUR ORGANIZATION. 'CAUSE WliEB 

I BEGAN MY WORK IN CINCINNATI� OHIO� 1920� UH� I WAS� I WAS� WENT THERE TO HELP 
THIS MAN HEAL. ) 

WELL� THAT 'S • • •  

(SO I ' VE  BEEN IN HEALING WORK. ) 
UH� THA 'S THE YEAR THA ' AH WAS BORN. 
(1920 OF ALL THINGS. ) 
[ALL THIS SOUNDS LIKE OLD HOME WEEK! ] 
Tba's the year . 
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(Uh , in my book, I ' m  in , I ,  uh, am one of  the first fellows in the Episcopal 
Church that brought in , brought back healing . It ' s  [healing is ] right in the 
Bible , you know. ) 

That ' s right . 
(Healing . )  
An ' ,  uh , tha ' s mah j ob .  
(Uh huh. ) 
Tha ' s mah livin ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' , uh , wha ' ah do ah ' m  not ashamed o '  it . Ah ' m  not afraid of  it . 
(Well ,  no , you , you shouldn ' t , you shouldn ' t  be afraid of or ashamed of it 

at all . )  
Ah ' m  not afraid of  it . Ah ' m  not ashamed of  it . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' it don ' make no different by who an ' where they come from . Tha ' s mah 

j ob is to help an ' heal . 
(That ' s r ight . ) 
YO ' SEE, IF A PERSON COME TO ME WITH A HEADACHE AH WILL TELL THEM SOMETHIN ' 

TO GIT THEIR MIN ' IN A RESTED TO SEE WHERE THEY STAN ' .  YO ' KNOW SOME 
PEOPLES ARE "HAPPY" - WON ' STAN ' TO BE HEALED. 

(They can ' t ? ) 
They won ' stan ' ,  they can but they won ' . 
(WHY? WHAT DO YOU MEAN STAND? )  
AH 'LL TELL YO ' WHY THA ' A H  SAID THEY WON ' STAN ' .  THEY, UH, THEY GETS TO FEAR 

US IN THEIR MIN ' THA ' ,  VH, WHAT SHOULD BE TELLIN ' THEM TO HEAL THEM AN ' HOW YOU 
BE GOIN ' ON TO HEAL THEM. THEY GET TO FEAR US11 THAT 'S NO GOOD. UH11 SOMEBODY 
DONE DONE SOMETHIN ' TO ME. [WHAT A REMARKABLE STATEMENT - A TRUTHFUL ONE ! ] 

(I  see . ) 
See? 
(I  see . )  
Tha ' s wha ' they gets in their min ' . 
( I  see . ) 
AN ' THEN, THEN THEY GETS THA ' IN THEIR MIN ', AN ' THEN THEY GO TO SAY IN ' ,  

SAID, "WELL, AH ' VE BEEN TO THIS ROOT MAN AN ' AH DONE BEEN TO THA ' ONE, AN ' AH 
DONE SPEND SO MUCH MONEY. " WHILE HERE AN ' THERE AN ' SAID, UH, "THEY AIN 'T CURED 
ME. " SAID, "SHE NO GOOD. " AN ' THA ' OTHAH PAHTICULAH PERSON • • •  [ REMARKABLE STATE
MENT CONTINUES ! ] 

(Uh huh . ) 
THEY COULD LEAVE ME AN ' UH THEY 'LL COME BACK. 
( I  know . ) 
An ' tell me • • •  [ I  interrupt . ] 
(WELL, WHY IS IT, WHY IS IT THAT SOME PEOPLE HAVE SUCH, UH, SUCH TERRIFIC 

FAITH IN A ROOTMAN? ) 
WELL11 YOU KNOW WHY? 
(NO. ) 
THA 'S SATAN. 
(Mm. ) [HERE FOR ONCE I KNOW WHAT Mm MEANS . I DO NOT BELIEVE IN SATAN ! 

NEVER HAVE ! ] 
( I  didn ' t get that one where his gran • • •  his grandmother was a what kind of 

a • • •  ? )  
His m.othah . 
(Oh , his mother . ) 
Was a midwife . 
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(Yes . ) 
But now she have retired an ' she no more midwife . They don ' ,  yo ' know • • •  She , 

she goes around [and ] trains in the S tate of  Alabama . Tha ' s  wha ' she do . 
(Oh , I • • •  I see , I see , uh huh . ) 
They still have midwives up there . ' Cause it so far out in the country from 

any place . 
(I  know, I know. ) 
They still have ' em up there . But in the State of  Florida they , yo ' know , 

the states j is '  don ' have them . 
(I  know, I know. ) 
An ' , uh, now she ' s a trainah [ teacher ] . 
(I see . ) 

TBA 'S WHA ' SHE DO� SHE TEACHES. 
(I  see , I see . ) 

AN '  YO ' WON 'T BELIEVE IT - SHE NEVAH BEEN TO SCHOOL. 
(Uh huh . ) 
AN '  SHE CAN 'T READ OR WRITE. 
(Uh huh. ) 
BUT SHE CAN GIVE YO ' A 'SCRIPTION OF A MEDICINE� AN ' TELL YO ' WHU ' TO GO TO 

THE DRUG STORE TO GET. 
(I  see . ) 
An ' IF YO ' CAN WRITE IT� SHE 'LL LET YO ' WRITE THE 'SCRIPTION. Yo ' j is '  wr ite 

wha ' she tell yo ' an ' go r ight to the drug store an ' into the drug store an ' 
fill the ' scrip t ion. 

(I SEE. WELL� THAT 'S FUNNY. ) [ FUNNY! WHAT A WORD TO USE . SURELY I SAID OR 
MEANT AMAZING! ] 

BUT SHE CAN 'T READ� SHE CAN 'T WRITE. 
( I  see , I see . You mean those , tho se people and her , they didn ' t go to school 

at all ! )  
Huh uh , huh uh, no . ' Cause , uh , it ' s  j is '  so wondahful . In our hometown they 

are buildin ' up . They have built up a lot of old houses tha ' peoples lived in . 
It  looks like they been there fo ' yeahs . Some not been there so long an ' then 
some been there real , real long , long t ime .  ' Cause we have our own timbah . They 
go an ' they cut this t imbah , then they carry it to the saw mill down there to 
Spring Hill . Then they saw it an ' come back an ' build them a little house of 
their own , an ' uh , uh , the same schoolhouse  • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  unlessin ' they tore it down this yeah - tha ' mah fathah went to school in 

is still standin ' . 
(And children are still going to school in the same place? ) 
Well , since t hey got the school in Hurt sboro [Alabama ] the school house -

they don ' have school there [ out in the country] no mo ' .  
(Oh , I see . ) 
They , they have it in town now. 
(Now they have to go to town ,  huh? ) 
They go to town. The buses come . 
( I  see . ) 
But in them times they didn ' have no buses then . 
( I  see . I see . ) 
They all went to school an ' uh the schoolhouse , uh , right there now . When ah 

wus there last year , we went through there . Are the same schoolhouse there an ' 
the onliest thin ' it need is some o '  the winda ' s - not all o '  them , j is '  some o '  
the windahs , what yo ' push out . The school is j is '  as good . Got the same heata� 
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(Uh huh . ) 
Tha ' ah went to school ,  mah fathah went to school an ' uh • • .  
(Mm. ) 
Tha ' same material , the same wood an ' ev ' rythin ' . They ain ' t  done no mo '  

buildin ' , covahed with board [ I  mean ] with shingles It ' s  still 
there . 

(I  see . ) 
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An ' so we all , uh , wus tryin ' to buy . An ' it comes so far . This mayah of 
this , uh , up to , uh , Alabama had it in his will . 

( I  see . )  
An '  the will wasn ' read ' til las ' day o '  June , in , uh , April . An ' , uh , he 

give tha ' 6 acres to the Bat tle family . 
(I  see . What family? )  
The Battle family . Tha ' s  was the name tha ' , uh , hill . They call it Battle 

Hills . 
(Oh , Battle Hills . )  
Yeah , they named it - they suppose to name it aftah tha ' place . 
(That the family name - was named Bat tle? ) 
Yeah . 
(I stayed at the old , uh , yeahs ago , at the old Battle Hotel in Mobile . 

There ' s uh • • •  ) 
Mobile , Alabama . 
(Yeah , you call Bat tle , Battle Hotel . )  
Battle Ho tel , yeah . 
(The Battle Hotel . I don ' t know whether , maybe that meant - meant the Battle 

of Mobile , I don ' t know. [NOTICE QUICK CHANGE FROM TRIVIAL BATTLE HOTEL TO VITAL 
�TERIAL. ]  Uh . Did you know that your husband was a healer before you married 
him? Or did you discover that after you married him? ) 

Well , ah discovahed it aftah ah married him . An '  the way , ah mean ah • . • •  See , 
ah tell yo ' wha ' happened . Uh , we wus kids , we come up togethah . 

(Oh , you • • •  ) 
Real little , little children . 
( • • •  you knew him from the time he was a small child? ) 
Yes . 
(I  see . )  
An ' ,  uh , he use to tell mah mothah , he come ovah there . He called me his 

little girl . 
(Mm hm. ) 
[What a chance I am giving her to relive her life to a sympathetic listener ! ]  

An ' ah say , 1 1Yo ' mah fellah . "  He let me carry him some wood . So he help me 
get in the wood an ' help me go to the spring an ' get watah . An ' so he was mah 
little fellah . 

(Uh huh . ) 
An ' mah baby s istah , his brothah was her fellah . 
( I  see . ) 
So uh , then , um , we had two girlfriends . The othah two boys was �bey fellah . 
(I  see . ) 
So one o '  them did come on a Friday evenin ' or Saturday an ' help us ge� up 

de wood an ' get up our cows an ' separate the guineas an ' from the sheep& an '  
get the turkeys all an ' put the sheeps by theyself . An ' put the goa�s by �hey
sel f .  They j is '  help us . So we called ' em our little fellah. 

(Uh huh . ) 
So as we grew up until ah reckon ah was about 10 , his gran 'mothah ,  his gran ' -
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fathah pass us [ died ] . So  when his gran ' fathah pass us , his uncle came an ' got 
mah little fellah an ' carried mah lit tle fellah away to Louisville , Kentucky 
somewhere . Ah didn ' see him no mo ' .  

(Oh . ) 
So they all made fun ,  say ,  "Oh goody , we got our little fellah . We got our 

fellah . Your fellah went away . "  [How children create rhythm ,  rhymes , et c . ] 
(Uh huh . ) 
Said , uh , "Uncle S ilas come an ' take your fellah away . "  Ah said , "Tha ' s all 

right , "  ah said , "he ' ll be back . "  Ah said , " I f  he ' s  for me , "  ah said , "he ' ll be 
back . "  

(Mm hm . ) 
All right , ah wus about 8 or 10 yeahs old . 
(Uh huh . ) 

An ' he stayed gone , not longah where he was , 35 long years . 
(Oh no ! )  
35 long yeahs . 
(Of all things ! )  
An ' those g irls what had ·the o thah [ 6 ]  brothahs for fellahs , they done mar

ried ' em. An '  they have children , they done got children . An ' they children 
done go on . An '  they done sepahrated an ' got divorced in these 35 yeahs . An ' 
so he came back in the 35 yeahs . 

(Mm hm. ) 
An '  ah happen to ask mah mothah , ah came [ home ] from college an ' ah said , 

"Well , mothah , " ah said , "ah ain ' t  go t but one mo ' yeah in college . "  An ' she 
said , um, "Well , um., when yo ' finish yo ' re comin ' back here an ' work? " Ah said , 
"Ah, uh think so accordin ' , "  ah said , "but ah don ' make much money in Florida , "  
ah said , "but yo ' know, to be aroun ' home , I will . "  So ah went on , ah said , 
"Well ,  ah , ah think ah should , um ,  go to Alabama . "  She said , "Well , do , do . "  

(Uh huh . ) 
So ah went to Alabama . On the 26th o '  May . An ' ,  um , tha ' , when ah went back 

there , uh , who but o '  all thin ' s ,  he come up [ down ] from Louisville [ after ] all 
these 35 yeahs . Ah seed him an ' uh , ah knowed him, ah thought , but it looked 
like he go t a little fat , yo ' know? An ' so ah asked mah cous in ,  ah said , "Tha ' 
look l ike one o '  the Pitts ' boys there . "  She said , urn, say . "Yeah tha ' s  the 
one o f  the Pitt s , "  ah said . She said , "He ' s no P itts ' , "  she said , " he ' s  a 
Davis . "  Ah said , "Well look , "  ah said , "Well , we called ' em the P it t s . "  

(How do you spell that ? )  
Wha ' - P it t s ?  
(Yes . )  
P • • •  i . . .  t . . •  t . • .  s .  
(P • • •  i . . .  t . . .  t . . .  s? ) 
Uh huh , Pitts . 
(Uh , P it t s  yes . )  
An ' , um ,  so she said , ah said , "Ah don ' know which is it . "  She say , "He come 

with tha ' man . " Ah said , "Well , tha ' gentleman ' s  Mistuh S ilas . "  She said , 
"Tha ' s his uncle . "  Ah said , "Wondah if tha ' s  Pitts . "  She says , "Yeah . " So then 
we went on ovah there to  him. An ' so he looked at me an ' so he said , "Oh , " he 
says , "Uncle S ilas , "  say , " here is mah lit tle girl friend . "  Say , "Here is mah 
she ain ' t no mo ' lit tle girl friend . "  Say , " I t  been 35 yeahs , "  say ,  "an '  this 
is mah girl friend . "  He says , "Yo ' marr ied now? " Ah said , "No . "  Ah said , "Ah' m 
not . "  Ah said , "Ah ' m  go in '  to college . "  Ah said , "Ah go t one mo ' yeah , fo ' to 
make the fo ' yeahs . "  Ah said , "But ah ' m  gonna take doctahrin ' . "  He say , "Doc
tahrin' ? "  Ah said , "Yes . "  He said , "Well let ' s  get marr ied . "  He said , "Tha ' s  
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right down mah alley . " 
(Laughs . )  
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So we went on an ' we made the engagement tha ' night . We give the - his aunt 
give the , uh , uh , dinnah . We made the engagement , an ' we got married . An ' , uh , 
made the engagement tha ' night , his aunt give the dinnah . An ' we made the en
gagement , we called mah mothah an ' mah mothah come up to Alabama like tomorrah . 
An ' they all agreed , an ' we made the engagement . An '  we got married tha ' nex ' 
Sunday . An ' then ah stayed on , ah went on back to college . An ' he went on back 
to Louisville • • •  

(Mm bm . ) 
• • •  with his uncle . An ' • . •  

( I  see . )  
• • •  um ,  so ah went to doctahrin ' . Seven , make it s even yeahs - would have 

been seven years , ah had two mo ' months • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  of  bein 1 seven years , from Washington University . 
(Where is Western University? ) 
Washington .  
(Yeah , D . C . ? )  
Mm hm .  
(Oh , Washington University in Washington , D . C . )  
Mm hm. [Not exactly yes . ] 
(Of all things . )  
An ' so ah got sick with , uh , ant i-paralys . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Well , at tha ' time it was not like it is now with prevented medicine an ' all 

that kinda stuff . 
(Uh huh . ) 
So then they had to put me away from the college . 
(Uh huh . ) 
See? 
( I  see . )  
So ah had a chance to get back, but ah said , "Well . "  Ah j is ' went on an ' 

took up nursin ' . An ' ah took up nursin ' an ' f inished out there . Worked with 
the doctahs an ' the , then there ' s  the surgery room • • •  :...__ ____ _ 

------- omission of 10 lines -------
Well ,  tha ' s ,  tha ' s right , tha ' s right . Now yo ' t ake when ah was in the ser

vice , see . Ah was a Red Cro s s  nurse . An ' um , ah nevah doubted mahself . Because 
vhenevah yo ' get it up here • • •  [ I s  she touching her forehead? ] 

(Mm bm. )  
It ' s  gonna be knocked all aroun ' , yo ' don ' knock tha ' out . 
( I  see . ) 
Um , we had soldiers to come in , o '  the helicoptah flyin ' in to the ship I 

vas on - "Queen Mary . " 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' , um ,  the bet ter ones [wounded soldiers ] , they look like they were goin ' 

survive , they would work on those . Well , tho se tha ' look l ike they was all 
wounded up , look like they wasn ' no hope , well they ' d do somethin ' fo ' ' em,  
hut not right  away like they would this one tha ' , yo ' know? 

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  ah would slip , j is '  to drop over , do somethin ' fo ' this [wounded ] one , 

with the prayah an ' • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
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-----the sweat . When they mash [pushed ] my [ call ] button , ah had to 
leave it [ prayer over wounded man] go , an ' go [ answer the button ] . See , they 
[ the severely wounded ] j is ' had [happened ] to be layin ' there on the bed an ' on 
the little stretchahs . 

(Yeah . ) 
An '  ah ' d leave one back in the room in the ward , snip . Why 

they ' d need me . 
(Yes . )  
An ' then , uh , soon as ah get a break ah ' d  go r ight back to this .  An '  ah have 

healed patients , boys , soldiers , an ' women , on tha '  ship tha ' they , uh had give 
up to go [ to die] . 

(Of all things . )  
But now they say ,  "Well , wha ' , how did yo ' do it?"  
(Uh huh . ) 

AH DIDN ' JIS ' GO THERE AN ' USE THE DRUG. AH CARRIED THE SPIRIT O '  THE GAWD 
WITH ME. 

(Uh huh . ) 
Tha ' s wha ' ah carried . 
(Where , were some • • •  ) 
See , they , they , they , uh , they was there . It ' s  nevah a wounded or hurt per

son or sick person tha ' don ' wanna g it well . 

me . 

(Mm hm. ) 
They wanted to get well an ' anythin ' tha ' ah done fo ' them, they believed in 

(Mm hm. ) 
AN ' THEN GAWD KNOW AN ' "DEALED IT IN ME" THA ' IT WASN ' THEY TIME. THE TIME 

THA ' AH WOULD DEAL IT IN THEM. UH� WITH A LITTLE HELP 0 '  THE SPIRIT 0 '  THE LAWD� 
THA ' THEY WOULD BE HEALED. AN ' THEY COULD GET WELL LIKE THE REST OF THEM. 

(Uh huh. ) 
An ' tha ' s wha ' ah , ah slipped [ I  would steal in] an ' do it , yo ' know . Ah had 

to slip [ in ]  an ' do it . 
(Yes , yes . ) 
' Cause they had ' em  layin ' back . [They were not in the emergency ward . ] 
(Uh huh. ) 
Workin ' on these ovah here , mayb e .  
(The easy cases you mean? They were working on  the easier cases? ) 
Yeah, the easiest cases tha ' they had . 
(Well , this one ' s gonna die anyway , we ' ll let him die . ) 
"Yeah , "  he [ another man ] says , "no hope fo ' him. " 
(Yeah. ) 
An ' ah have healed ' em  an ' then ah couldn ' t even tell it . 
(Mm hm .  Mm hm . )  
Ah took uh , uh, uh , it took, uh uh • • •  

(Well you can ' t tell it because no one would believe it . )  
That ' s  wha ' ah mean. 
( I  mean very few people would believe yo u . ) 
Ah didn ' tell it . Ah couldn ' tell it at tha ' amedietly [ immediately ] time . 
(Yeah. ) 
But when ah did tol ' it • • •  
(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  was the day tha ' ah g ive up an ' , uh , was about ready to come back to The 

States , when ah got mah discharge . Ah had every one o ' their name . 
(Mm hm. ) 
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An ' all ,  an ' ah tol ' ' em how ah did it . Ah says , "So  now ain ' t nothin ' 
yo ' all can do to me . "  ' Cause like they no way , none . 
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(Mm hm. Where did , did you ,  did your boat go over? You went over to  Europe? 
You , you • • •  ) 

Yes , we , we - well see , well , "Queen Mary" nevah was on lan ' [ docked ] only 
when we have ' cassion , when somethin ' happen to the ship . 

(Uh huh . ) 
We would go into this , close enough fo ' the hel icop tah to p ick up up to take 

us to the city . Like , uh, Josannah [ Genoa ]  Italy . 
(Uh huh . ) 
We was out an ' , uh, Josannah , Italy . We was carried to Jo sannah , Italy . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' fo ' a repair to the , uh , 
(Uh huh . ) 

_____ 6 [ ? )  on "Queen Mary . "  

But now we , they ' d  take us in 
we lan ' there in tha '  city like , 
Aroun ' about 12 o ' clock we ' d  go . 
tha ' yo ' know. 

( I see . ) 

there , oh say , l ike the helicoptah come in lan ' , 
say , 8 o ' clock this mornin ' or somethin ' .  

0 1  course we didn '  hesitate aroun ' about fixin ' 

We already had the mechanics an ' , urn ,  electronic an ' everythin ' was on there . 
(Yes . )  
So tha ' s the break tha ' they called us up .  But we was on the water all the 

time , all the time . 
(Mo st of  your work was right on the water? )  
Right on the water . 
( I  see . )  
Right on the water . 
(What d id they do? Did they , they dock the "Queen Mary" some place where you 

could get , take on the wounded prisoners or what? ) 
Well , we , we followed the , the , the watah coast . We , we fo llowed the ,  the 

gulf [of  Genoa ] .  
( I  see. ) 
An ' then the prisonahs was brought to us by helicoptah.  
( I  see . ) 
They nevah would say land here an ' they ' d  • • •  

(Oh, you were always on the ,  you ' d never land? You ' re always out in the 
water? ) 

Always out in the watah . 
(Always out in the water . ) 
Always out in the watah . 
(I  see . ) 
An' but now we , we ' d  get a break some time , an ' the helicop tah come an '  get 

us an ' take us to the clo sest town . We would , yo ' know, an ' we would get us 
sometime a couple o '  hours , maybe only half a day . Well ,  by the time we res ' a 
lit t le bit an ' call an ' have lunch an ' thin ' s .  Then we ' d  get to call him . He ' d  
come an ' we get to base an ' take us right on back to the ship • • •  

(Right back on to the ship , yeah . )  
Right back on to the ship . 
(On the ship . )  
AN ' AH WAS THERE FO ' 7 YEARS AN ' 3 MONTHS AN ' FO ' DAYS. 
(Of all t hings ! )  
An '  um • • •  

(UH, HOW DID YOU GET INTO THE SERVICE., BY THE WAY?) 



4540 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

WELL� UH� RED CROSS. 
(Through the Red Cross . )  
See , ah was always workin ' fo ' the Red Cro s s .  
(I  see . U h  huh . ) 
An '  uh , ah ' d  be called in fo ' the Red Cross  nurses . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Ah volunteered an ' went on . 
( I  see . ) 
Ah didn ' t have nothin ' to lose . 
( I  see . ) 
OR NOTHIN ' TO LEARN� AH KNOWED THA ' . 
(I  see. ) 
An ' so wha ' they wanted me fo ' , ah knowed tha ' [what ? ] .  
( I  see . )  
Ah had trainin ' fo ' tha ' [what? ] .  An ' s o  ah felt like ah couldn ' t be doing 

right if ah didn ' go . 
( I  see . ) 
So ah went . 
( I  see. ) 
So tha ' s how ah got into it . 
( I  see . ) 
But these latah yeahs , uh , now they have so much ,  uh , new stuf f .  
(Uh huh . ) 
New, uh , medicat ion .  
( I  know. Yes , ye s . ) 
New,  uh to uh, uh • • •  

(Yes , yes . ) 
-- - ---- -

• • •  o '  the morale tha ' they carries [ ? ] is on now. Well , anymore , could almos ' ,  
could hear the person all the night . Now, with medication • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  so much is differen ' , pennicillin • • •  
(Yeah, I know. A lot of things have changed . )  
A lot of thin ' s have changed in tha ' t ime . It wasn ' easy in tha ' day , we had 

to work hard . 
(Uh huh . ) 
We had to take Gawd along with us . We had to pray . 
(I  know. I know. ) 
[ Coughs . ]  [Here I change subj ect . ]  
(Did your husband ever do any preaching? ) 
He was a preachah . 
(He , his main work is preaching? ) 
Tha ' was his main work, was preachin ' an ' healin ' . 
(Uh , preaching and healing? ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(Uh huh. ) 
[ Cough . ] Ah an ' uh • • •  

(Well today I - healing has become , uh, great , uh , the ch • • •  all the churches 
have healing now. Years ago they didn ' t . )  

But today , why? • • •  But they have healin' now. An ' the peoples don ' believe 
£oday like they did years ago . 

(I know. ) 
Ia£ they didn ' have this healin ' years ago . 
(1.4 I think some people have more of the healing gift than others . I mean , 
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uh , I mean there ' s  • • •  ) 
Well , yo ' know they didn ' have it?  
(No , they didn ' t ,  uh , uh , some places they had it but , uh , uh , they didn ' t 

they didn ' t uh , go into the situat ions very much . )  
No . 
(Uh • • •  ) 
Look at mah fathah . MAH FATHAH WAS A MISSIONARY. AN ' RUN, WE GOT RUN SO 

MUCH IN SO MANY CHURCHES. DOORS SLAMMED IN OUR FACE AN ' IT WAS A SHAME. BUT HE 
NEVAH HAD THE COURAGE TO SAY, "AH WILL STOP. " HE KEPT ON 'TIL THE DAY HE PASSED. 

(You know I felt that down in New Orleans . I felt that , uh , a reason a lo t 
of  these  people , they had their own altars and that sort of thing . I felt that 
the official church was no t reaching them, you know. ) 

Tha ' s right . 
(The off icial church was not reaching them and giving them something they 

want ed . And , uh , these people couldn ' t go to the , uh , pastor or to the priest , 
uh , they would p refer to go , to come to a home like this , and where you could 
talk your problems over with an individual person who would be interested in 
you .  In o ther words , you ' re a counselor , you ' re a lo t o f  ex • • •  a lot of , uh 
experience an ' uh , they believed in the same , and the , the effectiveness o f  
candles . That was their , they , they grew up o n  that , atmosphere of  that typ e . ) 

Mm hm. 
(And that ' s  what they wanted . But it was something near to them.  The church 

seemed far away . )  
Tha ' s r ight . Tha ' s right . 
(And , uh , the church always expected of  course , a certain amount of  money . A 

lo t of  these people j ust  did not have a cent to give to anyone . )  
Now • • •  

(During , this is  during the [Great ] Depression I ' m  talking about . )  
------- 2 pages omitted -------

(By the way , speaking of money , uh, what did your , what did , uh , how d id your 
uh , husband handle , uh , uh , this , this , uh , healing business? Uh , there was • • • 

there wasn ' t any specific charge for • • •  ) 
No , no , no , no ! No , no , no , no ! [And critics once questioned Shakespeare ' s  

5 no ' s . ]  
(No , no , I mean how, well how d id he handle it ? )  
He healed the people . Said wha ' they give him okay . 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  what I wanted , yes . )  
He , uh , he didn ' nevah put no charge on ' em . 
(Yes . )  
No charge . 
( I  see . Uh huh . ) 
He healed the p eople an ' , uh they don ' have an ' they said , "Well , 

Reverend , look , ah ain ' t got anythin ' now . " 
(Did he do , d id he do , uh healing in the church , or healing services in the 

church? ) 
Yes , yes , yeah he did the healin ' service in the church . 
(And then did he • • •  then he had , uh • • •  ) 
An ' when they take up collection ' or [ for ] o '  them tha ' he healed . 
(Uh huh . ) 
They would put a penny on the table . [A basket was not passed but you laid 

gift on table as you left church . ] 
(Mm hm . ) 
If  he could , ah , ah mean , ah don ' count tha ' ut one on the 
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table . now. An ' ah know he would , he wouldn ' t  -------------------
(He uh, he uh , had the gift of  knowing . )  
He had , uh , o '  knowin ' thin ' . 
(A feeling? ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(A feeling . ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(A feeling of it , uh huh . ) 
He could point ' um  out . Tha ' s wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about . He could po int ' um  

out . 
(Uh huh . ) 

Wha ' , uh , HE COULD TELL WHO PUT SOMETHIN ' IN OFFAHRIN ' AN ' WHO DIDN ' .  
(Who didn ' t • • • •  Now • • •  ) 
AN ' THEN HE [ sp eaker ' s  husband , preacher and healer ] ,  AFTER HE TOOK IT [ chur

ch ' s free-will offering basin ]  AROUND [ the congregation ] ,  HE SAID� UH� UH� "SIS
TAB SO-AN ' -SO-AN 1 -SO [no tice 3 so ' s ] ,  BACK IN THE BACK [ o f  the church] , GOT ON 
SECH-AN '-SECH A DRESS� AN ' SECH-AN '-SECH A CULAH [ colo r ] . AH SEE A BIG CULAH 
SWEETAH WITH A HAT� BIG SO-AN '-SO GOT ON. AN ' GOT ON SECH A HAT. " SAYS� "UH 
YO 1 DIDN 1 PUT NOTHIN 1 IN THE OFFAHRIN 1

• 

11 SAYS� "YO 1 GOT PLENTY 0 1 GOOD SERVICE 
OUT O '  IT. " SAID� "UH� THA 'S ALRIGHT. " SAID� "WE� YO ' DIDN 'T PUT NOTHIN ' IN 
THERE THA ' TIME� YO ' WASN 'T INTENDED TO PUT NOTHIN ' IN. " AN ' AH SAID� "BUT WE 
AIN 'T TAKIN ' UP OFFAHRIN ' NO MO ' FO ' TO GIVE NOBODY A SECOND CHANCE 'CAUSE GAJID 
ONLY GIVE YO ' ONE CHANCE IN LIFE. " 

(Did he say this out in the • • •  ) 
Right out • • •  

( • • •  in the congregation? ) 
• • •  right out . Right out .  
(In the congregation . )  
SAY� "WE AIN 'T TAKIN 1 UP COLLECTION NO MO 1

• 

11 
(Mm hm. ) 
SAY� " 'CAUSE YO ' WASN ' INTENDIN ' TO GIVE THE FIRS ' TIME. " SAY� "NOW WE TAKE 

UP A SECOND TIME YO ' MIGHT GIVE A LITTLE. GIVE UP AN ' GO. " SAY� "BUT GAWD AIN 'r 
GONNA GIVE YO ' BUT ONE CHANCE IN LIFE. 11 SAY� "WHEN YO ' DEAD ONE TIME THA 'S ALL. • 

(Mm hm. ) 
SAID� "BUT AH 1 LL HEAL YO 1 AN 1 AH 'M GONNA CONTINUE TO PRAY FO 1 YO 1 • " SAID� 

"BUT YO 'LL LOOSE MO ' AN ' EVAH. YO ' GIVE IT TO A CERTAIN SOMEBODY GONNA GET IT 
AWAY FROM YO I THA I DON I NEED IT. " 

(Uh huh. ) 
An '  then ah come back an ' tol ' him . [ Speaker immediately corrects this . ] 
(Uh huh. ) 
[ I  mean ] They have come back an ' to l '  him • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  about this money tha ' they lo se [ in gambling ] .  
(Uh huh . ) 
An '  he said , "Well .  • •  " [ I  interrupt . ] 
(Did he , did he ever say , d id he ever say to you tha ' he had a gift of  reading 

people ' s  minds? )  
Oh yes . Yes , yes , yes . 
(Did he? Mm hm. ) 
He could do that . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He really had tha ' [ g if t ] .  
(Mm hm .  Mm hm. ) 
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Anytime tha ' a person walk in tha ' door there an ' he would tell ' em , " [ I can ] 
tell yo ' wha ' yo ' done up the s treet there" [ "while coming to see me , "  a typ ical 
root doctor ' s  greeting of patient ] .  

(Uh huh. Uh , I know some people who c laim to have a g ift of  knowing a who le 
lot about you , you know. ) 

Yes .  
(Where you come from and why you ' ve come and , uh , I know a lot o f  these people 

used to be called doctozos . They would greet you at the door and say , "Don ' t tell 
me what 1 s wrong , I know. ' ' )  

Yeah .  
( " I  was expecting you . " )  
U h  huh.  
(And all that sort o f  thing . Uh,  now some people thought it  was an act . Some 

of them,  some of them probably knew. I mean you j ust don ' t know about these 
things . You j ust , you j ust can ' t tell . ) [ For my point o f  view here , see com
ment in INTRODUCTION to this volume . ] 

Yeah , you can ' t tel l .  But a person tha '  Gawd give tha ' gift , they are no t 
afraid of it . 

(Mm hm. No . No , they ' re not . No , no they ' re not . )  
An ' they not ashamed of it . 
(No , they ' re no t ashamed o f  it . ) 
' Cause they didn ' give it to theyself . Gawd give it to them . 
[ Here was a chance to change the subj ect . ] 
(Uh, when you , when you were growing up did you , uh , did you , d id it happen 

in your t ime when you were growing up? Or did you hear the o lder people ever 
talk about some doctozo in the district who was ,  became rather important ? People , 
a lot of people went to see him.  D id you ever hear talk about a Doctozo Buzzard? ) 

Yeah . 
(You hear about Doctozo Buz zard? ) 
Yeah. 
(What did they say about Doctor • . •  ? )  
Mah gran • • •  mah gran ' mothah talked about Doctor Buz zard . 
(What did they say about Doctor Buzzard? )  
Um , an ' uh , this Doctah Buz zard suppo se t o  been • • •  s o  Doctah Buz zard , you hear 

a little bit about doc • • •  lot s  about Doctah Buzzard . An ' also the Seven Sistahs . 
( Oh,  the Seven Sisters . Yes , that ' s  r ight . )  
Uh , an ' so mah uncle , right now he ' s  s t ill there . 
(Mm hm. )  
They don ' let it go down . [It will be explained . ]  An ' now they done made it 

cement an ' paint ed black . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Down in Quincy , Florida . 
(Where? ) 
Quincy , Florida . 
(Oh,  in Quincy , Flor ida . Mm hm . ) 
Mah unc le was the f irs '  taxi drivah ther e .  [ Here is the folklore theme of 

firs t. ] 
(Mm hm. ) 
His name was Willie Glenn. 
(Willie Glenn . ) 
He is in Oaklan ' ,  California now. 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' um ,  wasn ' t many cars . So some boys had broke in a sto ' . 
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(Mm bm. ) 
At Gritteny . Stole a lot o f  j ewelry , an ' d iff-runt thin ' s  out o '  the sto ' . 

An '  got Uncle Willie to haul it  fo ' him .  But he didn ' know wha ' i t  was . He 
thought it was carryin ' a grocah [ groceries ? ] .  

(Mm hm . ) [The preceding Grit-te-ny , so heard by the transcriber , is actually 
Grit-ne = Gretna , near Quincy , Florida . ] 

So they put it all on Willie Glenn . 
(Mm bm .  O n  to your uncle , yes . )  
Yeah , said he did the whole thin ' . 
(Uh huh, uh huh . I see . )  
Yo ' see? An ' um ,  the boys stol ' this stuf f an ' carried it to a man . Sol ' 

it to a man in Mt . Pleasant , Florida [ a  few miles beyond Gretna ] . Then turn 
aroun ' , af tah they sol ' this man this stuff fo ' his sto ' , they went back there . 
An '  the man than s tashed the stuff in the s to ' . Then they went back there to 
break in the sto ' . An '  they didn ' t know the man s lept in the sto ' . 

(Mm. ) 
The man sleeped in the sto ' tha ' night . 
(Yeah. ) 
Aftah he got thru stashin ' the stuff tha ' they brought in , he j is '  said , 

"Well ,  it ' s  so close to day ah ' ll j is '  stay overnight an ' then go to work early 
in the mawnin ' . "  They goes back then . They gonna s teal the s tuff back , af tah 
they done get sol ' him the s tuf f .  An ' so he shoots about a couple o f  times . 
An ' one o '  the boys shot  him an ' killed him . 

(Of all things . ) 
So they , they did that . They got away . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' Uncle Willie done went to carry ' em down to First Street . He done went 

an ' carried ' em back downtown there , yo ' know . Back to Quincy . 
(Uh huh. ) 

----��--------------------------------------·So then they [ thieves ] uh , j is '  
kept goin ' .  

(Uh huh. ) 
They didn ' t come back no mo ' aftah they f inally had killed a man . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' they [ the law] put it all on Uncle Willie . 
(Of all things . )  
An ' so they was gonna hang Uncle Wille , least they did hang him .  
(They d i d  hang him? ) 
They did hang him .  
(Oh no ! )  
An ' he was scheduled to be hung at 10 o ' clo ck . 
(Uh huh. ) 
At Quincy , Florida , r ight on Sto Len HiLL .  
[ Transcriber has a question mark above word Sto Len and I haven ' t  t ime t o  go 

down to the safety depos it box to check it . Besides the later theme of  the 
gallows would suggest a fo lklore theme or themes app l ied to Willie . Folklore 
themes are ent irely out of  my field . ] 

(Uh huh . ) 
Down from Solomon Dairy , j is '  as yo ' comin ' out of  town .  Between Solomon 

Dairy an ' the city limits . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An '  mah gran ' mothah went to Doctor Buzzard . 
(Now what did she say? Now what d id Doctor , where did she go to? Where was 
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he living at that time? ) 
He ' s  in No ' th Carolina somewhere back in there . 
(North Carolina , some p lace . Uh huh . ) 

4545 

But ah remember she left , she went , they had him in j ail . They was scheduled 
to hang him at 10 o ' clock . She went to Doctah Buzzard • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  and when she come back , late , while dayl ight that mornin ' • • •  

(Uh huh . )  
• • •  and everybody was feared they was gonna hang old B ill . They call him 

Bill for a nickname . [The name Will ie is changed to B il l . ] 
(Uh huh . ) 
An '  uh , they gonna hang Bill . Them times they was hangin ' people , yo ' know. 
( I  know. ) 
Well ,  they was cruel aroun ' Quincy . They had j ust  gotten a town - c ivilized 

for the last seven or e ight years yo ' know . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' so they had Uncle Willie up on the gallows an ' knock the tripp er from 

under him, waitin '  ' t il 10  o ' clo ck come to knock the tripper from under him an ' 
break his neck. 

(Yeah. ) 
I t  turned dark, was a quar tah to ten . It  turned dark, yo ' couldn ' see nothin' . 

An '  nothin ' but a li ' le o le hole , a li ' le o le trough , what they fall down in , 
what yo ' fal l in . 

(Uh huh . ) 
Go t four black buzzards an ' they ' re j is '  flyin ' so thick there , yo ' j ust  

couldn ' t  see  nuthin . They say j is '  feel  them buzzard hit tin '  yo ' in the face . 
(The buz zards all around . )  
That ' s  what they say . 
(All around the p lace . ) 
That ' s what they said . AN ' AH KJiiOW TODAY HE IS NOT DEAD 'CAUSE HE CALLED MY 

MAMA AN ' THEM LAS ' WEEK. AN ' WHEN HE [ evidently Uncle Wille ] DID COME [we re
turn to the hanging ] • • •  GRAN 'MA WAS WALKIN ' AROUN ' AN ' SMOKIN ' HER PIPE WITH THE 
STUFF THAT "DOCTAH" BUZZARD GIVE 'ER WHEN SHE WENT [ to see him in North Carol ina .] 

(SHE WAS TO WALK AROUND THE GALLOWS? 
SHE WAS WALKIN ' AROUN ' THE PLACE THERE AN ' SMOKIN ' HER PIPE. 
(I SEE. ) 
AN ' THIS� THIS� WHAT HE GIVE HER� THE ONE WHAT WAS GONNA MAKE IT TURN DARK� 

THAT WUS WITCHCRAFT. 
(I  see . ) 
Before time ,  BECAUSE WHEN THEY HANG YO '� IF THEY SAID 1 0  O ' CLOCK IT HAVE TO 

BE 1 0  0 ' CLOCK. 
(I  see . ) 
AN ' AFTAH 10  O ' CLOCK� IF THEY DIDN ' HANG YO ' THEN� ONE MINUTE AFTAH 10� THEY 

HAVE TO CUT YO ' DOWN. 
(Uh huh . I see . ) 
SO IT TURNED DARK. 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' they couldn ' do nothin ' with these black birds . They looked like buz

zards . Said it turned dark as pitch.  An ' said when it did start to lighten up , 
the peoples was prayin ' an ' wonderin ' what ' s  happenin ' .  AN '  WHEN IT DID START 
TO LIGHTEN UP� IT WAS 5 MINUTES AFTAH ELEVEN. 

(Of all things . )  
AN ' THEY HAD TO CUT HIM DOWN. AN ' RIGHT TODAY� THAT POST IS THERE AN ' EVERY 
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YEAR THEY GO THERE AN ' PUT THAT BLACK STRIP DOWN THAT POST WITH NEW PAINT -
EVERY YEAR. 

(This po st is • • •  ) 
IT 'S THERE RIGHT NOW. 
(THIS POST OF THE GALLOWS IS STILL THERE?)  
YEAH, YEAH, IT 'S STILL THERE. 
(AND THEY PAINT IT EACH YEAR?) 
THEY, UH, THEY, UH, PUT IN A CEMENT POST. 
(OH, IT 'S A CEMENT POST. ) 
YEAH, THEY PUT IN A CEMENT POST, BUT IT WASN 'T A CEMENT POST THEN, IT WAS A 

TREE. 
(I SEE. IT WAS A TREE THEN. ) 
YEAH. 
(BUT NOW IT 'S A CEMENT POST. ) 
IT 'S A CEMENT POST NOW. 
(AND WHY DO THEY PAINT IT BLACK EVERY YEAR?) 
WELL, HE WAS, THEY CALL HIM "NIGGER, " YO ' KNOW HE WAS NEGRO AN ' HE 'SCAPED 

THE GALLOWS. HE 'SCAPED THE GALLOWS BECAUSE HE WAS • • • •  

(I SEE. THEY DO THAT EVERY YEAR. ) 
THEY DO THAT EV 'RY YEAR, THEY DON 'T LET - THAT 'S A, THAT'S A HISTORY. 
(OH, OF ALL THINGS. ) 
THAT 1 S A. HISTORY. 
(HIS NAME WAS WILLIE GLENN?) 
WILLIE GLENN. 
(WILLIE GLENN. WELL, THAT 'S A GREAT STORY. ) 
[The preceding Willie Glenn story sounds like the remnant o f  a folk tale , the 

theme being how a black man escaped a hanging . Is  it known? Has any o f  it sur
vived ? Somewhere in HOODOO , if I included it , we have the story of a man who 
was a stand-in for his brother at the gallows , but his brother appeared in time 
for the hanging . I did not collect fo lk tales , a separate f ield in itself . ] 

( By the way , did you , did you - d id your , uh , grandmother describe DoctoP • • •  
did she see Doctor • • • actually see Doctor Buzzard� [ I  wanted to accept her com
plete story about herself ,  not its parts . ]  

No , she , she , well , maybe .  She went to see him. 
(I  see . ) 
She left Quincy and went to him • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  to save her son. 
(I  see . ) 
So she did save him .  So if she didn ' t see him, she see some of his {Doctor 

Buzzard ' s ] work , what they say was his work, an ' it worked it . 
(I  see . ) 
' Cause he [Willie Glenn] sure is not dead , ' cause he is in Oakland , Californ� 

now. 
( I  see . And did , uh , did she , d id she pay him ,  did she pay Doctor Buzzard for 

this work? ) 
I don 1 t  know. But there is one thing that I do know - that my unc le are not 

dead . 
(I  see . How long ago did this happen? Do you have any idea? ) 
Oh, that was way back. I was ,  oh , I was about , uh, I guess I was about , I 

ougbta been about eight years old . I was about eight years old . 
(About eight years o ld . )  
Yeah. That 1 s  been a long time ' cause we hadn ' [had not ] , we had , was j is '  
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come , we use  to come , Mama use  to  bring us  from Alabama to  Gran ' ma on Christmas . 
(Uh huh. ) 

Yo ' see , that ' s  the only t ime we use to come to Florida . We at Chr istmas we 
would come to see our Gran ' ma .  

(I  see , I see . ) 
Well , he shure is livin ' , that much I know. 
( I  see ,  I see . Did Doator Buz zard have a great reputation in tho se days? )  
Wel l ,  uh , they always wasn ' t  but those two , that my Uncle I heard tell all 

my l ife . 
(Now you were talking about the Seven Sisters . I want to hear • • •  ) 
The Seven Sisters an ' Doatah Buzzard . 

[My second interview of  Mrs . Davis now begins : ]  
(June , I have to look at my wat ch • • •  What is  it - the 2 3rd? 22nd ? )  
[My ancient watch having decided t o  take a vacation in the repair shop , a 

fast-talking salesman had sold me a new watch , one of  tho se g iving you the month 
and day . The price was about $ 17 . 00 - still real dollars in those days - back 
in 19 70 . ] 

23rd [answers Mrs .  Davis ] .  
( 2 3rd , uh . I uh , last night I went out to interview a man an ' didn ' t  get , 

didn ' t get to bed until , uh , uh , 1 : 30 [much later , this being first interview 
of  the Prophet ! ]  and got up this morning at 7 : 00 .  I had 3 hours but it still 
took a lo t of  time to get ready to come here because I had all sorts of  things 
to do . I ' m  going to in • • •  continue the interview of , uh , Mrs .  Davis .  This is 
the voice of  Harry Middleton Hyatt . )  [ Cut in tape . ] 

( I  mean it ' s  no t a s tory , a true story . We • • •  ) [ I  do not know what this 
means . ]  

(All right . Did you , did you , uh , think of anything after , since I saw you 
last that you could have told me? Did anything occur to your mind? Any stories 
or anything about your experience , something of that sort? ) 

Yes ,  uh , well , ah have a lot to think [ about ] .  An ' then at tha ' t ime ah 
wasn ' t ,  exactly through with the aomp Zete true confession story . 

( I  see , I see . Now suppose you j us t  continue right where you want to . )  
Well , we ' ll start right back where we lef t  off  about the Seven Sisters . 
(All right that ' ll be f ine . ) 
Tha ' ah was from experience an ' , uh , true confession.  
(I see . ) 
In 1935 ah had a brothah, which was mah o ldes ' brothah . He passed in 1964 . 

He had a very ill sickness .  An '  um, we carried him al l ovah , didn ' seem to do 
no good from the doctahs [M. D . ' s ]  an ' all . They ' d  give him medic ine but it 
didn ' seem to do no goo d .  

(Mm hm. ) 
An ' he was tol ' to go to a �o-headed person. 
(Mm hm. Now wait a minute . Where did , where did your bro ther , where did 

this happen? ) 
In uh , Alabama . 
(Oh , this happened in Alabama . )  
This happened in Alabama . 
(I  see . ) 
So  he was tol ' to go to a two-headed person • • • 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  tha ' knowed about witchcraf ' .  
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(I  see . ) 
So they carried him ovah to Georgia . 
(Mm hm. ) 
A man by the name Carroll Thomas . 
(Carroll what? ) [ Caro l or Carro ll . ]  
Thomas . 
(Thomas? ) 
Carol Thomas . 
(Carol Thomas . Was he a white man or colored? )  
He was a colahed man . 
(Colored man. Mm hm. ) 
An ' he made him up some medicine an ' he taken , which was 2 quart . An ' the 

mo ' he took tha '  medicine the worsah he got . 
(Oh ! ) 
' Cause he had losed his faith [ in God ] . 
(Uh huh. ) 
They take him an' carr ied him back to Carol Thomas an ' Carol Thomas tol ' him 

tha ' he wouldn ' nevah be healed but he will be bettah .  [ Clever doator ! ]  
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' HE SAID HE KNOW THA ' HE COULD CURE WITCHCRAF ' BUT HE WAS BEYOND A DOUBT • • • 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  OF CURIN ' HIM. 
(Mm hm . ) 
So ah taken mah brothah an ' we brought him back home . Ah taken mah brothah , 

ah was very young - ah taken mah bro thah an ' ev ' ry mornin ' ah would go down an ' 
pray . 

(Mm hm . ) 
At 6 o ' clock in the mornin ' .  [ 6A . M .  is a magic hour . ] 
(Mm hm . ) 
Ah did tha ' fo ' nine mornin ' s .  [ Here is the 9 day ritual in hoodoo . ]  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' tha ' nine mawnin ' prayah only got him in good faith , has got him in good 

faith . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' then when ah go t him in good faith of  Gawd tha ' he can be healed • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  ah healed him. 
(I see . ) 
Ah went in the woods an ' got the herbs an ' made him some medicine an ' healed 

mah brothah . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' he was no longah crippled no mo ' . He was no longah big o l ' blue fat 

hands . He had big - his hands was swo le up an ' he couldn ' use ' em an ' they was 
blue . 

(Mm . ) 
But ah cured mah brothah . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' mah brothah lived up ' t il 60 , in the ' 60 ' s . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' tha ' , NOW AH CAN 'T DO THA ' ALL THE TIME. [A remarkable statement ! ]  
( I  see . ) 
Uh , AH HAFTA� IT COMES TO ME WHA ' TO DO AN ' WHA ' TO GET. 
(I see. ) 
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AN ' IT COME TO ME WHA ' TO GET AN ' AH WENT IN THE WOODS AN ' GOT THOSE HERBS 
AS AH SEE 'EM, THA ' THE LORD SHOWED 'EM TO ME. [GRAB-BAG MEDICINE ! ]  

( I  see . ) 
Ah made the medicine an ' cure him . 
(I  see . ) 
An ' tha ' t ime ah have tried to make tha ' medicine as a powdah , but ah can ' t 

make it . 
(Mm hm. ) 

AT ONE TIME JIS ' GO AN ' GIT THE HERBS, AH HAVE TO GET IT ONE BY ONE. 
(Mm hm. ) 
WHICH WILL BE 14  HERBS. An ' is all out the woods , fourteen . 
(Fourteen herbs? ) 
Fourteen herbs . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' is all out in the woods . SO AH WENT IN THE SWAMPS AN ' AH WORKED ON THA ' 

ONE YEAH SINCE THEN. 
(Mm hm . )  

• • •  TRYIN ' TO EXPERIMENT TO SEE WHA 1 WOULD IT DO. 
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah got all the herbs , MADE THE MEDICINE AN ' TRIED IT ON MAHSELF. 
(Mm hm. )  
An ' it worked . 
(I see . ) 

IN THIS CASE THA ' SOMEBODY ELSE CAN GO IN AN ' DO THE SAME THING, CAN GO ON 
AN ' DO THE SAME THING. 

(Mm hm. ) 
WHA ' THEY WERE CALL [ING ] WITCHCRAF ' .  
(Mm hm .  I see . Mm hm. ) 
' CAUSE THA ' WHA ' HE WAS - WITCHCRAF ' • • •  

(THIS FELLOW THOMAS WAS, WAS A • • •  [ said ] YOUR BROTHER WAS "WITCHCRAFT? ") 
YES. 
(Uh huh . ) 

IT WAS BEYOND HIS DOUBT HE [Doctor Thomas ] COULDN ' CURE. 
(Uh huh . ) 
HE HELPED HIM BUT HE COULDN ' CURE. 
(ISN 'T IT RATHER RARE FOR A "DOCTOR" TO SAY THAT HE CAN 'T CURE YOU? I MEAN 

TO BE THAT HONEST ABOUT IT? )  
WELL, NO. 
(Mm hm. ) 
The reason ah said it ' s , uh , it ' s  not rare because if a person can ' t do a 

thing • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an ' ,  uh , you ' re always know wha ' yo ' can do . 
(Yes . )  
But yo ' don ' t know wha ' yo ' can ' t do . 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. ) 
But yo ' always know wha ' yo ' can do . 
(I  see . ) 
I t ' s  a very honest for a dOctah to tell yo ' tha ' he can ' t  not cure yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
SOME DOCTAHS AH SEEN SEEIN 'S PEOPLE WAY BACK INTO MAH 

CHILDHOOD DAYS. THEY GO TO THE WITCHCRAF ' DOCTAH. AN '  THEY, PEOPLE COMIN ' 
BACK AN ' THEY SPENDIN ' THE MONEY. 
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(I  know. ) 
AH 1 VE KNOWIN ' PEOPLES TO GO TO WITCHCRAF ' TO BE HEALED AN '� UH� LOSE ALL THEY 

GOT. AN ' THEY EARIN ' IN THEY LIFE [ their lifetime earnings ] .  
(Mm hm . )  
Plantations , homes , fo ' witchcraf ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
Tryin ' to get well . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An '  it always in the mattah of  no time . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' it , they could have got well by havin ' faith.  
( I  see . By having • • •  ) 
Ravin ' faith in the Gawd . 
(Uh huh . ) 
It wasn ' not witchcraf ' .  
(Mm • • •  ) 
But • • •  

(Lack of faith. ) 
Lack o '  faith, tha ' s  all he need . Tha ' s all he lackin ' was lack o '  faith . 
(Mm hm. ) 
'CAUSE IF YO ' HAVE THE FAITH� AN ' UH� REGARDLESS HOW SICK YO ' ARE� AH 'M A 

LIVIN ' WITNESS. 
(DID THE DOCTORS GIVE YOU UP ONE TIME? ) 
THEY GIVE ME UP RIGHT THERE IN THA ' HOSPITAL RIGHT THERE! 
(RIGHT ACROSS THE STREET! )  
RIGHT THERE! 
(YEAH. THE HOSPITAL THAT ISN 'T ANY� ISN 'T USED ANY MORE. ) 
ISN 'T USED ANY MO ' .  WHICH WAS IN 1950.  
(Mm hm . )  
Ah , uh , got shot in a accident . Walkin ' along , a snipah or somethin ' .  
(Mm hm . )  
Shot  right here in mah neck [points to place ] .  
(Right there in the neck . ) 
An '  the bullet land back there [ demons trates again ] . 
(Right in the back of your neck. ) 
Right there . It  s tayed there all night . That bullet there ' til the nex ' 

Sunday . 
(Mm. ) 
An ' the doctah ' s wanted let it stay an ' ah tol ' them ah get it , to get it out. 

An ' they said if they git it out ah was gonna die . 
(They said that if you got it out that you would die? ) 
An ' if they didn ' git it out ah was gonna d ie .  
(Die? ) 
Say it  was a 50-50 chance . 
(Uh huh . ) 
So ah tol ' ' em,  "Me an ' God got the f irs ' 50 . "  So they take an x-ray . 
(Laughs . That ' s  a ,  that ' s  a good , that ' s  a good suggestion . )  
So they s tarted an ' prepared me an ' takin ' me to the surgery room at 8 : 50 

on a Sunday mornin ' , an ' they , ah stayed in the surgery room ' t il 5 : 20 .  
(Mm hm. ) 
They was tryin ' to get tha ' bullet out . 
(Mm hm. ) 
The bullet . 
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(Mm hm. )  
An '  it dropped down here . Aftah it was [ taken from my neck] part  of mah 

shouldah. This is ' catch it up an ' it dropped down in here . 
(It  dropped down into [on to ] your stomach or dropped • • •  ? )  
Right here . 
(Oh, right down between your breas ts , uh huh . ) 
In mah lungs . 
(Near your lungs . )  
Right nex ' . 
(Oh ,  of  all things . )  

4551 

An ' then they had to poke fo ' it . Wha ' they wanted to give up . They j is '  
say , if they get i t  out then dropped in a serious place down in mah lungs right 
there . Ah to l '  ' em me an ' Gawd st ill holdin ' the f ir st 50 .  

(Mm hm. Because that was really in a serious place . ) 
In a serious place . 
(And they , they didn ' t want to - did they want to take it out or j ust • • •  ? )  
They , they , they had give it up . They didn ' wanna take it out . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Aftah they , it dropped . 
(Was it the ir fault that it dropped down there? ) 
Well , no it wasn ' their fau1t . 
(Uh huh . ) 
' Cause it sucked . )  
(Oh ! ) 
As ah breathed tha ' s wha ' 

• • •  

(Oh, it sucked , oh, as you breathed ,  it sucked it down . ) 
Yeah , it sucked it down . 
(Oh, I see . I see , yes . ) 
So they take an ' pile up mah own human f lesh in the front o '  me . Tha ' s  how 

ah experienced the know-how wha ' flesh feel . How a live human • • • 

(Uh huh. ) 
• • •  body flesh feel . 
(Yeah. ) 
Like wet cotton .  
( Mm  hm . ) 
' Cause ah had a p ile in front o '  me j is '  like tha ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
They didn ' put me to s leep . [ Good Heavens ! ]  Ah wouldn ' let ' em.  [ Good 

Heavens again ! ] Ah wanted to • • • if ah went , Gawd didn ' show me no prophecy 
where ah was gonna go . 

(Mm. )  
An ' , uh , they kept me in the hosp ital af tah they got tha ' [ bullet ] .  They 

still say tha ' ah was , wasn ' gonna make it . 
(Mm hm. ) 
' Cause ah was passin '  blood then from mah min ' .  [Min ' surely means ainis

tration = menstruat ion . ] 
( I  see . )  
When they [ surgeons ] tore up [What do surgeons tear up to re-ave 

bullet from neck? ] 
(Down your lungs? )  [ Somehow the bullet got into her lungs ! ] 
Yes . 
(Uh huh. ) 
S o  they quit even givin ' me food . 
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(Mm hm. ) 
An ' uh , was a lady oppo site the bed from me in the same room , she give me 

some o '  her food ! ! !  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' they quit givin ' me food ,  they quit g ivin ' me anything . They drawed de 

black curtains aroun ' on me . Tha ' room , tha ' room tha ' ah was in , tha ' one 
right there . 

(Right across the street , you can see it from here . Right through the 
[ screen ]  door . )  

[For p icture of hospital , see illus trat ion No . 3 , vo lume 3 ,  ho spital between 
my head and Cubby ' s ! ] 

Yo ' see them two palms ?  
(Oh , yes . )  
Well , tha ' was mah room . 
(Yes , I s ee .  Uh huh . ) 
They ' d  come and they ' d s ee othah patient s an ' then they ' d  peek behind this 

black curtain with the thing on, see whethah ah was gone . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Ah j is '  layin ' there ' cause ah had faith tha ' Gawd wasn ' gonna let me go . 
(Mm hm. ) 
So  one mornin ' ah to l '  ' em,  ah said - uh , they come an ' Dr . Campbell he come 

an ' peeked in an ' also Dr . Bonanza . They come an ' they peeked in there an ' ah 
had sit up in the bed an ' braided up mah hair . See ' cause ah was paralyzed all 
ovah this side . This whole side ah was paralyzed . 

(Oh, the whole , the whole left side was sort of  paralyzed . Uh huh . ) 
An ' uh , ah had sit up in the bed an ' done braided up mah hair . 
(Mm hm. )  
An ' they looked , then they took the curtains down . Ah say , "Yo ' didn ' have 

no need to put ' em up . "  
(Mm hm . ) 
Ah said , "The Lord gonna let me stay ' cause there ' s somethin 1 he wants me to 

do an ' ah ' m  gonna do it . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , um, he said , "Ah wouldn ' have give a penny fo ' your l ife - one cent . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' they let me pay 10  years , to pay tha ' penny . Say , "Ah wouldn ' o ' gived 

it fo ' yo ' life . "  Say , "We j is '  know tha ' . "  Ah say , "Wel l The All T ime Above 
All ,  The Main Man, heaven sake , knows . He didn ' t turn His back . " Ah say , "Yo ' 
all didn ' put on the chart no feed , no nothin ' . An ' yo ' didn ' even give me any 
watah . " 

(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , "But Gawd fed me . "  
(Mm tun. ) 
Ah said , "Now ah am gain ' home tomorrow . "  An '  they didn ' want me to go home . 

Ah got up tha ' night , ah put on mah clothes an ' ah walked out tha ' hosp ital right 
there [probably pointing to it , or does she mean as soon as she put on her 
clothes ] .  

(Mm hm . )  
An ' ah ' m  st ill alive . 
(Mm hm. )  
Praise God . 
Sometime , this kinda , yo ' know feel [ what ? ] .  
(Uh huh. ) 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4553 

But my brother- in-law and my relations d idn ' t come to the ho sp ital . They ' d  
come aroun ' to the windah • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  the bolt wasn ' t  bolted then . They ' d  come aroun ' to the windah an ' peep 

into the windah . They tell me they were lookin ' any minute to hear tha ' ah 
was gone . 

(Mm hm. ) 
Got my insurance policy an ' ev ' rythin ' ready j is '  waitin '  fo ' tha ' turn o ' 

time . 
(Mm hm .  Yo ' didn ' t have any , uh , yo ' didn ' t call for any , uh , healer to come 

in to help or anything o f  that sort? ) 
No , no . 

me . 

( It ' s j ust God ' s  work. ) 
Just Gawd ' s work. 
(I  see . ) 
An ' ah didn ' call fo ' nobody ' s  but Jesus . 
(Mm hm. ) 
' Cause ah feel like the same thin ' tha ' Gawd will do fo ' yo ' ,  he can do it to  

(Mm hm. I see . )  
An ' ,  um ,  ah j is '  stayed r ight there . 
(Now, you were speaking about there ' re some things , sometimes you could do , 

then you couldn ' t do them now.  I wanted to ask you a question , do you feel , you 
know of course , you know Jesus at one place said he felt the power had gone out 
of him .  You know sort o f  l e f t  him? Have you ever had any experience of that 
type? That some t ime your power is stronger than other times and there ' re t imes 
you • • •  ? )  

Yes it is . 
(Mm hm . )  
At t imes when the sp ir it works with me , ah don ' have to even touch a person . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Jis ' go like this [ demonstrates ] .  
(Just wave your hand . Don ' t have to touch them . ) 
Don ' t have to touch ' em.  
( I  see . ) 
But ah can ' t do tha ' all the t ime .  
(You can ' t  do it all the t ime .  I see . ) 
Ah can ' t do it all the t ime . 
( I  see .  I see . D o  you , sometimes ano int people? Ano int • • •  put your hands on 

the ir head • • •  ano int them with o il or something of that sort ? ) 
No . Ah can j is ' put mah han ' s on their head . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An '  ah talk, when it come to me . 
(Mm hm. ) 
If ah be prayin ' fo ' anybody an ' put mah han ' s on those peoples • • •  

(Mm hm . ) 
• • •  then they feels the dif ' rence . They feels the sp irit o '  the Lord. 
(Mm hm. )  
From me l ike that . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  things j is '  comes to me ahead o '  t ime .  
(Mm hm . )  
An ' ah t ells the people ' bout this , "Ahhh it ain ' t gonna happen . " 
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(Mm hm. )  
" I t  ain ' t gonna happen . "  
(Mm hm . )  

AH TOL ' THEM IN 1958.  
(Mm hm. )  
AH SAY, "YO ' KNOW WHA ? "  AH TOL ' THEM IN SEVERAL CHURCHES. THEY SAID, "THEY 

NEED TO CARRY HER OFF, " SAY, "SHE 'S SICK. " 
(Uh huh . ) 

Ah said , "NO, " AH SAID , uh, ah said , "AH 'M NOT SICK. " Ah said , "but the Lord 
showed it to me tha ' in the United State tha '  we gonna have a p resident , "  ah 
said , " children gonna be comin ' home from schoo l . " 

(Do what? ) 
Ah said , "Children be comin ' home from school . "  Ah said , "They gonna come 

hollahrin ' ' bout the President dead . "  Ah said , "An ' we gonna tell ' em quit 
tellin ' tha ' lie . " 

(Uh huh. ) 
They said , "Wha ' , wha ' yo ' mean? " Ah said , "We ' s gonna have a ,  gonna have a 

Pres ident , our Pres ident gonna git killed or  assass inated . "  Well , they say , "Yo• 
don ' t know. "  Ah said , " But he ' s  not gonna be no president now, gonna be one 
tha ' we ain ' t got yet . "  

(Uh huh. ) 
An ' this was way back in SO ' s  • • •  

(Mm hm . )  
• • •  see it  j is '  as plain • • • 

(Mm hm. )  "" 
" • • •  j is '  like it was in an airplane an ' comin ' r ight down in the yard . "  
(Mm hm. )  
An '  ah said , "Ooh, " ah said , "tha ' s man comin ' out o '  an a irplane , stop the 

airplane in mah yard . "  Tha ' s the way the Lord showed it to me . 
(Mm hm. )  
Ah said , "Now look who gitt in '  out . "  Ah said , "Look at al l them tha ' 

peoples git t in '  out o '  the plane . "  An ' look like the one got out , they said , 
"That ' s  The President . "  Ah said , "Oh, yes tha ' s  the Pres ident fo ' shure , tha ' s  
ev ' rybody know Johnson . "  Tha ' s wha ' ah say , ah said , "Ev ' rybody know Johnson . "  
An ' uh, they say ,  "No , we not talkin ' about Johnson . "  Say ,  ah say , "Tha ' is 
President Johnson goin ' on there . "  

(Mm hm. )  
THA 'S WAY AH WAS TALKIN ' WITH THEM IN MY SLEEP LIKE THA ' .  AH WASN ' SLEEP 

'CAUSE IT IN THE DAYTIME AH SITTIN ' UP ON THE PO 'CH. 
(Mm hm . )  
An '  they say ,  "Yes , tha ' s the pres ident but that there are go ing to be our 

president . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Kinda bald head fellah. An ' ah seed it j is '  as  plain .  

t o  runnin ' fo ' president an ' ,  um ,  Kennedy was nominated to 
nobody gonna vote fo ' them . " Ah said , "He gonna make it . " 
make President , "  ah sa id , "but  he won ' t make it in life . "  

(Mm hm . )  
An ' he didn ' t make it . 
(Mm hm . )  

An ' so when they got 
run , ah said , "Don ' t  

Ah said , "He gonna 
An '  history prove it . 

AN ' SO WHEN THE CHILDREN COME FROM SCHOOL, THEY [ people ] SAY, "AH, WE, WHA ' 
YO ' ALL DOIN ' OUTA SCHOOL SO EARLY? "  ��--�����������������= 
THEY SAY OUR PRESIDENT GOT ASSASSINATED. AH SAID, "OH, NO. " AH SAY, "HERE YO ' 
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ALL COME AN ' TRY IN ' TO REPEAT SOME 0 '  MAH DREAM. " 
(Mm bm. ) 
They say , "No , Mam. " Said , "Miss Davis , "  sa id , "our President go t 

ated today . " Ah said , "Wha ' ? "  Ah said , "Well ,  ah had the news on . "  
" I t  j is ' happen. " Said , "They run a fresh , fresh bulletin . It  j is ' 
So then ah went in there turned it on . WELL� NOW THA ' WAS WAY BEFO ' 
THIN KIN ' BOUT RUNNIN ' .  

(Mm bm. ) 
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assas sin
She said , 

happen. " 
HE WAS EVEN 

But yo ' see , this mah t ime when the Lord g ive to me , g ive it to the President , 
uh, he give it to me . 

(Mm hm . )  
An '  uh • • •  

(Always for a good purpose? ) 
It  was always a good purpose . 
(Uh huh. ) 
So people ' s  here they don ' undahstan ' .  
( I  know . ) 
They don ' t undahstan ' ,  because • • •  

(Of course they don ' t . )  
Ah , ah , ah • • •  

(ANYONE WHO IS DIFFERENT NO ONE UNDERSTANDS. ) 
No one undahstan ' s .  
(If  you ' re a little bit different . )  
THE FIRS ' 0 '  THE YEAR WHICH WAS JANUARY 2� AH HAD A PECULIAR SPIRIT COME INTO 

ME. UNLOCKED MAH HOUSE LOOKED LIKE. 
(UNLOCKED YOUR HOUSE?) 
YEAH. LOOK LIKE AH COMIN ' TO MAH HOUSE AN ' UNLOCK MAH HOUSE WITHOUT A KEY. 
(Without a key . ) 
Tha ' s it . An ' uh , ah said , "Looka here , "  ah said , ah noticed mah 

was in the back, he runnin ' out the back do ' .  This was in January . 
run out the back do ' then he went this way . An ' Twenty-Second was a 
road with a ovahpass , ovahpas s back here . 

(Mm hm. )  

gran ' son 
An ' when he 
highway 

Down ' bout E ighteenth ,  by Tangerine , there was anothah ovahpass . There was 
3 little boys was with him.  Now this was show'd to me in  January . An ' ah  looked 
all aroun ' in the house an ' ah couldn ' see nothin ' tha ' they had took.  Ah said , 
"Well Art let me tell yo ' , " ah said , "uh,  that ' s  all r ight . "  Ah said , "Yo ' done 
went an ' broke in mah house an ' wha ' yo ' lookin ' fo ' ? " Ah said , "Ah buy yo ' 
ev ' ry thin ' yo ' want when yo ' come to me an ' ast . " But he run . This was in 
January . Ah tol ' his family , ah tol ' mah family , ah said , "Now yo ' all have to 
beware. " Ah said , "God showed me an ' , "  ah said , "now this may no t be . " ---=---
Ah said , "Now somebody gonna break in , "  ah said , "yo ' al l beware o '  wha ' yo '  
have . Get your j ewelry stuff an ' put it away , if yo ' go t ta put it in the bank 
in a safety bank. " Ah said , " ' Cause they gonna break in . It ' s  gonna be out of 
these houses , these 3 houses . It ' s  gonna be the fo ' family house . "  Ah said , 
" Somebody ' s  ouse gonna get broke in . "  

(Mm hm. )  
Mah stepsistah said , "Oh , no . "  Earl say , "No , no . "  He say , "No , yo '  musta 

had ate too much. "  Ah said , "Ah wasn ' , ah hadn ' eat . Ah wasn ' asleep . " Ah 
said , " I t  j is '  come , somethin ' come ovah me an ' ah couldn ' see nothin ' but those 
thin ' s . "  

( I  see . ) 
He said , "Oh, no . "  He said , "Twenty-Second would nevah be a highway . "  Ah 
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said , "J is ' keep on livin ' . "  
(Mm hm . )  
Ah said , "Twenty-Second are gonna be , we are gonna be fenced in back in this 

way . They gonna have an ovahpass up there an ' they gonna be an ovahpass down 
here . "  Ah said , "Jis ' keep on livin ' . "  Ah said , " S omebody house they goin ' in 
gonna get , they goin '  in an ' gonna get all the thin ' s takin ' out . "  

(Mm hm . )  
Tha ' WAS JANUARY THE 2ND THA ' AH HAD THA ' VISION. All right , in March , his 

wife , my son ' s • • •  step- son ' s  wife l ittle teenage went , teenage son went in his 
house ,  wat ched them off , went in his house . Took all his rifles , television , 
radio an ' ev ' rythin ' . An ' uh , lef ' the proof , he made a mistake an ' lef ' his 
shoes .  

(Mm. hm. ) 
Ah think they musta been tryin ' , he musta had his shoes off , lef ' his shoes . 

All r ight then here they come bring in ' back to me . Say , "Yo ' tol ' tha ' . "  Ah 
sa id , "Well , yo ' said ah had eat too much an ' it wasn ' very nice . "  Ah said , 
" It wasn ' very nice . "  

(Mm. bm. ) 
Wel l ,  seem like it wasn ' gonna • • •  All right now this one out here , he done 

went in nieces house now, the week befo ' las ' . 
(Mm. bm. ) 
Took ' er radio an ' thin ' s .  An ' she had 
(Mm. hm . )  

�------ -
An ' he broke back in again. She caught him breakin ' in��������-== 
(HAVING� IN YOUR EXPERIENCE� HAVE PEOPLE COME TO YOU AND WANTED YOU TO TELL 

THEM ABOUT THEIR FUTURE?) 
Well , yes , yes .  
(Well what ?  What d id they want to know? 

well or something of that sor t ?  Would they 
Well , ah have a lo t o '  people ' s  have got 

yo ' have 
(Mm hm

-�. ),-------

I mean , were they , would they get 
succeed in something? Or uh • • •  ) 
well o '  this , this only idea ' s  tha '  

An ' some peoples can have [ something ] j is '  as simple a s  a headache . Or some
body done somethin ' to me [ = somebody witchcrafted me ] . 

( I  know.  Oh , that ' s  common . )  
But , when yo ' sit there an ' there ' s  all • YO ' HAVE TUH 

TALK WITH THESE PEOPLES AN ' GET THEY MIN ' OFF 0 '  THAT. 
( I  see . Mm hm . )  
THA ' IS THE HEALIN ' .  
(Yes . In other words if you can ' t get their minds o f f , you can ' t  heal them? 

I s  that it? ) 
Well , yes . 
(Mm bm. ) 
IF YO ' GOT THE POWAH� YOUR POWAH. [More than getting minds off is required . ] 
(If  you ' ve got the power . All right . )  
The powah wha ' does tha ' . 
(I see . The power does  it . )  

The powah does it . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An' we have to have tha '  faith.  
(Mm hm. ) 
See? Because without faith there ' s  no nothin ' . 
{Mm. ) 
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See ,  ther e ' s no no thin ' . 
(DO YOU THINK, YOUR EXPERIENCE, SO YOU • • •  HAVE YOU EVER SEEN PEOPLE HEALED IN 

A GROUP? OR USUALLY MUST A PERSON BE HEALED SINGLY? WHEN THEY HAVE SOME OF 
THESE REVIVALS AND THAT SORT OF THING? HEALING, BIG SERVICES. ) 

YO ' CAN HEAL THE ENTIRE BUILDIN ' .  
(You can heal a whole church full o f  people? ) 
Yo ' can heal the ent ire buildin ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
BUT THEY HAVE TO COME TO THEIR MIND THA ' THEY WANTS TO BE, AN ' BELIEVE • • •  

(Mm hm . ) 
• • •  tha '  God wil l . Have a servant anointed them . A human to do as He want s 

to have done . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Yo ' see? Yo ' can heal ' em. But now stayin '  • • •  

(Mm hm. S taying healed . )  
Tha ' s it . 
(Staying healed , that ' s  ano ther , another situat ion . )  
Stayin '  healed . 
( I  see . I t ' s  only permanent under certain cond it ions . )  
Tha ' s right . 
(I SEE, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THAT, THAT SOME HEALERS, NOW THERE 

ARE ALL TYPES OF HEALERS. SOME HEALERS SAY, "WELL NOW, IF YOU EVER TELL WHAT 
I ' VE  DONE OR ANYTHING, THIS WILL COME BACK TO YOU. " YOU THINK THAT SORT OF 
THING IS POSSIBLE? )  

NO. 
(THAT 'S PART, THAT 'S WITCHCRAFT THEN?) 
YES. 
(That sort of  thing , mm hm . ) 
'CAUSE YO ' KNOW WHA ' YO ' HA VE TO DO. IF AH DO SOMETHIN ' , IF AH HEAL A PERSON, 

AN ' THEY DO AS AH TELL THEM TO DO, THEY WILL STAY HEALED. 
( Stay healed . )  
They will stay healed . 
(Mm hm . ) 
But if ah tell them not to tell nobo dy what ah did . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Or don ' t yo ' t ell nobody , don ' t yo ' tell nobody t ha '  ah healed yo ' .  
(Mm hm. )  
AH DON 'T CARE WHO THEY TELL WHEN AH HEAL. 
(THAT 'S RIGHT. I SEE. IN OTHER WORDS YOU HAVE NOTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF. 

YOU SAID THAT THE OTHER DAY WHEN I INTERVIEWED YOU. I THINK YOU 'RE RIGHT. ) 
AH DON 'T HAVE ANYTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF. 
(DO YOU THINK SOMETIMES HEALING IS SOMETHING THAT HAS TO BE DONE GRADUALLY? 

SOMETIMES IT COMES ALL OF A SUDDEN AND SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO BE GRADUALLY UH • • •  ) 
WELL, IT HAVE TO BE GRADUALLY IN THIS LIFE. THEY PEOPLE 'S WHO YO ' ARE HEALIN '. 
(Mm hm. ) 
THEY FAITH GROW SLOW AN ' GRADUALLY. 
(Mm hm. ) 
THEN AS THEY IS TO BE HEALED • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  BUT IS NOT SLOW. 
(Mm hm. ) 
IT 'S NOT, SAY IT WILL TAKE IN SUCH A TIME. 
(Mm hm. ) 
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' CAUSE WHEN IT COMES TO ME., AS IT COMES TO ME., AN ' IT GOES TO THEM., THA 'S 
WHA ' HEALIN 'S FO ' .  

(Mm hm. )  
BUT THEY HAVE TO HAVE THA ' COMPLETE FAITH THA '  THEY ARE NOT WITCHCRAF ' . 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. I see . ) 
THEY HAVE TO HAVE THA ' FAITH WITH THE ALMIGHTY GOD THA ' THEY ARE NOT WITCH-

CRAF ' .,  THEY ARE HEALED AN ' WAS HEALED WITHOUT ANY INWARD MEDICINE. 
(Mm hm. ) 
ANY TIME THA ' YO ' CAN HEAL A PERSON AN ' DON ' HAVE TO GIVE HIM NO MEDICINE • • •  

(Mm hm. )  
• • •  WELL., THEN IT JIS ' HAS TO BE THE POWAH 0 '  THE LORD. 
(I  see . )  

AN ' THA 'S THE POWAH THA ' HE DON 'T GIVE EV 'RYBODY. 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  right . )  
He don ' t give ev ' rybody tha ' . 
( I  know. ) 

AN '  WHEN HE GIVE IT TO 'EM., A PERSON., HE DIDN ' GIVE IT TO 'EM FO ' 'EM TO 
SAVE IT. 

(Mm bm. ) 
HE DIDN 'T GIVE IT TO 'EM FO ' THEM TO SAY., AH COULD DO SO-AN '-SO TO SECH-AN '

SECH A ONE. 
(Mm. )  
BUT HE WON ' APPRECIATE THA ' .  WE NOT LOOKIN ' FO ' OUR APPRECIATION FROM THE 

WORLD. 
(No , no . )  
WE., AB., AH DON ' LOOK FO ' MAH APPRECIATION FROM THE WORLD. AH DON 'T LOOK FO ' 

MAH APPRECIATION., ALMIGHTY APPRECIATION FROM GOD., AN ' [ that ] IS TO LET ME STAY 
ALIVE AN '  KEEP ON DOIN ' WHA ' AH 'M DOIN ' . 

( I  see . ) 
An' the t ime then have come tha ' the wor ld need all good thin ' s o f  informa-

t ion o '  goin' out in the wicked peoples . 
(Mm bm. ) 

AN '  YO ' CAN 'T BELIEVE IN NOTHIN ' BUT A WHOLE LOT 0 '  WITCHCRAF ' . 
(Mm bm. ) 
' Cause God is no t mocked . 
(He ' s not what? ) 
He ' s  not mocked . 
( I s  not mocked . )  
He ' s  not mo cked . He will do j is '  wha ' he say he will do . 
( I  see . ) 
J is '  wha ' he say he will do , he will do . But yo ' have to have faith an ' 

bel ief . 
(Did you ever hear that an earth person has the power to heal and they abuse 

that power? Does anything ever happen to them? Or is it taken away or does 
something happen to them? If it ' s  misused , this power of healing? ) 

If God give yo ' the powah to do somethin ' • • •  

(Mm hm . )  
• • •  tha ' s wha ' he want yo ' to do . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' s wha ' he intended fo ' yo ' to do . 
(Mm. )  
' Cause he give yo ' tha ' powah. 
(Mm hm. )  
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An' if , if , if , uh , he had ' nt had some work fo ' yo ' to do . He  wouldn ' , tha ' 
powah is a hammah . 

(Mm hm .  I s  a what? ) 
Is  a hannnah . 
(A hammer? ) 
Is a hammah . 
(Mm hm . ) 

(THIS IS S IDE 2 OF THE CASSETTE I ' M DOING NOW . Interviewing Mrs .  Davis . This 
is side 2 .  Now go right ahead . I 'm sorry . )  

An ' so the faith i s  what we must  have . 
(Mm hm . ) 
But if we go an ' ,  uh , work on this person an ' uh , ah ' ve heard of  them in mah 

life to say tha ' , uh , our , THEY COME TO ME� "AH SURE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW YOUR� 
WHAT AILIN ' ME. " AH TELL 'EM WHA 'S WRONG WITH THEM. 

(Mm hm . ) 
AN ' THEY SAY� "WELL� IF AH WERE TO TELL ME IT 'S WITCHCRAF ' �  TELL ME AH 'M 

HOODOO. THA 'S WHAT THEY TELL ME. " 
(Mm hm . ) 

AH SAID� "OH NO� HONEY� YO ' NOT HOODOO� " AH SAID� "YO ' HOODOOED YOURSELF. "  
A HEAP O '  TIME WE CAN HOODOO OURSELVES . 

(That ' s  right , yes . ) 
See? 
(Mm hm . ) 
AH SAYS� "UM� YO ' ARE NOT HOODOOED� " AH SAY� "YO ' DID IT YOURSELF. " 
(Mm hm . )  

AN ' THEY HAVE WALKED OUT BECAUSE AH DIDN 'T TALK ON THE SIDE THA ' THEY WANTED 
ME TO TALK ON. 

(They wanted you , they wanted to , they wanted to really be hoodooed . )  
They wanted , uh , THEY WANTED TO BE HOODOOED. WHA ' HAPPEN IS SOMETHIN ' WAS 

WRONG WITH 'EM� BUT THEY WANTED TO GET WELL BY THE HOODOO. THEY WANTED TO GET 
WELL OF IT. 

(Mm hm. )  
BUT THEN THEY WANTED [ to ]  RETURN IT BACK TO THE PERSON WHO TURNED IT ON THEM. 
(Oh , in other words , they didn ' t want to do anything to , personally toward 

their cure . They j ust  wanted to , to • • •  ) 
To return back . 
(Turn it back . In other words ,  to do a little magic . A little card trick 

or something? )  
Tha ' s right . Tha ' s right . 
(There was no cooperation , sp iritual cooperation with you at all? ) 
No ! no ! no ! Ah telled them ,  ah said , "No , ah don ' do tha ' . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , "Turnin ' back , " ah said , ah , ah have to t ell them sometime , ah said , 

"ah don ' know about tha ' . "  
(Yeah . )  
Ah sa id , "Yo ' have to go . "  They say ,  "Yo ' know where ah could go? "  Ah said , 

"No , ah don ' • " Ah don ' send ' em to no body tha ' ah know • • •  

(Mm hm. )  
• • •  to do somethin ' to somebody . 
(Mm hm . )  
' Cause ah ' m  no t gonna evah do tha ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
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Ah ' m  not gonna evah do nothin ' to harm nobody . 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. . ) 
If ah can ' t help yo ' • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  ah will send yo ' fo ' somebody else can • • •  

(Mm hm . )  
Tha ' s mah j ob .  
(Mm . )  
Tha ' s wha ' ah know . 
(Mm hm . ) 
AN ' UM� 'CAUSE AH WOULDN ' TURN THEY AILMENT WHA ' THEY HAD ON SOMEBODY ELSE • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • • THEY WALKED OUT AN ' LEF ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
An '  ah tol ' them they have witchcraf ' fo ' sale . 
(Mm hm . ) 
So they , f inally they would go dif ' runt places far an ' near . An ' then they 

said , "Well ,  yo ' could have tol ' me where to go . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , "But yo ' didn ' tell me wha ' yo ' want , yo ' wanted to go to do d irty 

thin ' s . " 
(Mm hm . ) 
"He want s to go to turn somethin ' back off  o '  yo ' to put it on somebody else.• 
(Mm hm. . ) 
Tha ' s the devil . Tha ' s  Satan . 
(Mm hm. ) 
UH� ' CAUSE WITCHCRAFT IS A PECULIAR THIN ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
IT 'S VERY PECULIAR. 
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah ' m  not to hurt nobody . Yo ' don ' suppose to do tha ' . 
(Mm hm. )  
BUT DEBE SOME HAD SOL ' OUT TO THE DEVIL. 
(Mm hm . ) 
IN THE PLACE 0 '  HEALIN '� THEY ARE REBUKED IN THE HEALIN ' PART AN ' GOIN ' INTO 

THEIR DEVIL SIDE. 
(The devil ' s  work . Mm hm . ) 
Then done devil ' s  work. 
(Mm hm.. ) 
ALL SECH AS GOES TO THE� UH� GETTIN ' PART OF A PERSON 'S WEARIN ' CLOTHES • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  AN '  UH� DOIN ' SOMETHIN ' WITH IT AN ' THEN GETTIN ' PART O '  HIS HAIR OR SOME

THIN ' . ALL THA ' STUFF. AN ' GO AN ' PUT IT IN THE RUNNIN ' WATAH RIVAH. AS LONG 
AS IT RUN IT� GET A TRACK AN ' PUT IT IN THE BOX AN ' SHUT IT UP AN ' THEN THROW 
IT IN THE RIVAH. 

(Mm hm.. ) 
RUNNIN ' AS LONG AS� HE CAN 'T BE STILL. 
(Mm hm.. ) 
LET 'S SAY YO ' GOT, QUIT YOUR WALKIN ' ALL THA ' KINDA STUFF. 
(Mm. )  
WELL IS� THEY, THEY BELIEVE IN THA ' KINDA STUFF. 
(Mm hm. ) 
See? 
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(Mm. ) 
BUT AIN 'T NO SUCH A THING AS THIS CAN HAPPEN. 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' all sorts  of  things as tha ' . 
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(How do they get started in believing this sort o f  thing? They learn this 
as children or what? ) 

Well , they learn this as  children . They heah things , oldah people way back.  
(Mm hm . ) 
THEY� UH� YO ' TAKE WAY BACK IN UH� OLDEN DAYS THEY BELIEVED IN "ROOTS. " THEY 

BELIEVED IN MOS ' ANY ONE O '  THE OL ' PEOPLES� THEY BELIEVED IN THE "ROOTS. " THEY 
BELIEVED IN FORTUNETELLAHS. 

(Mm hm . ) 
An ' uh , the ,  the , the gyp sies use to come aroun ' an ' in they little cart s ,  

stage coaches • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  All through the country tellin ' fortunes . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' tellin ' , an ' then aftah they leave , befo ' they come ev ' rybody happy • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  ' cause ah know no thin ' about yo ' an ' yo ' know nothin ' about me . But when 

they come an ' uh , tell mah fortune an ' they leave they got the , they 
goin ' on furthah to make some money . An ' then they go in ' on an ' ,  an ' then behin ' 
' em didn ' leave no peace . They lef ' destruct ion . Ev ' rybody mad wit one anothah , 
they f ight in ' . 

(Mm . ) 
' Cause o ' somethin ' the gyp sies to l '  ' em .  
(Uh huh . Something told them about their neighbor s . ) 
Yeah, about their neighbahs , yo ' see . 
(Mm hm .  Somebody has a spell on you . ) 
Yeah . Somebody got a spell on yo ' .  
(I ' m  no t go ing to give you their name but I ' m  go ing to describe the person . )  
Describe ' em . Well , say all such as tha ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
When they leave , "Ah know who it was . "  An '  they learn tha ' s no t ,  tha ' s wha ' 

makin ' des truction , yo ' see? 
(I know . ) 
Tha ' s destruction . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Instead o ' peace they made destruction . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An '  they believed them .  Wel l ,  out o '  all the pas ' bygone yeahs . The little 

children they come up Alden? Laten? Georgia an ' Alabama , South Carolina . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Uh, South Carol ina wasn ' t so strong . Uh , it had , p eoples had a straight 

racket . "Where yo ' go in ' ? "  "To Beaufort , South Caro lina . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
"Oh,  yo ' better not go there . "  " Goin ' to Beaufort , South Carolina. " ----

"So-an ' - so , he went to Georgia las ' week" [ to see a hoodoo doctor ] . 
(Why is Beaufort so terrib le? ) 
Well , o '  the mountains , yo ' know, an ' yo ' can f in '  anythin ' yo ' want aroun ' 

them hills an ' mountains . [ She does not know Beaufort is near the seashore ! ] 
(Right . I see . ) 
Aroun ' there they don ' think like the peoples in Florida �-----------------
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An '  yo ' can f in '  anythin ' ,  but yo ' j is '  have to know it . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  so they , they go t so one if yo ' leave to go , yo ' couldn ' t go no-

where on a vacation. Yo ' was go in ' to Beaufort ,  South Carol ina . 
(Uh huh. ) 

OR YO ' WENT TO GEORGIA . BEAUFORT� SOUTH CAROLINA AN ' GEORGIA . SOUTH CARO-
LINA AN '  GEORGIA HAVE GOT THIS WORLD ON A BOIL. 

(Mm hm .  On the what ? )  
On a boil . 
(On a boil? ) 
On a boi l .  
(Uh huh . ) 
' Cause . 
(On a boil . ) 
ON A BOIL. 
(LIKE ON A STOVE? ) 
YES. 
(Water bo iling? Yes . )  
That ' s  right . 
( I  see . ) [That ON A BOIL fascinated me ! ]  
'CAUSE THE PEOPLES ARE FEARED 0 '  GEORGIA AN ' SOUTH CAROLINA . 
(Of all things . )  

IF ANYBODY COME RIGHT IN HERE NOW AN ' THEY� IN THIS TOWN NOW� AN ' THEY 'RESTED 
AN ' HAVIN ' A LITTLE TROUBLE WITH PO LEECE • "WHERE YO ' GOIN '� TO SOUTH 
CAROLINA . "  HE [ j ailer ] JIB ' HAVE TO THROW THE KEYS AWAY AN ' SET THE JAILHOUSE 
ON 'EM. • AN ' THEY BELIEVES IN THEM "ROOTS. " 

( I  know. ) 
They believes in the roo ts . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Wel l ,  "Where yo ' come? " "Ah come from Georgia . "  Well ,  the Georgia ' s  people 

connected with South Carolina tha ' s nex ' • • •  

(Next door . ) 
[Unable to understand tape . ] 

(Mm. ) 
AH KNOW� NOW MAH HUSBAN ' ONCE UPON A TIME WAS TEARIN ' UP A CAR RIGHT UP THERE 

AT MAH BROTHAHS. 
(He was doing what? )  
Tearin ' up a ,  a ,  ' reckin ' o l '  car . 
(Wrecking an o ld car . )  
An ' ol ' , ol ' Cadillac . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' ,  uh, he said , j is ' lately he said , yo ' know mah husban ' was a very pecul

iar person. He was very peculiar . He j is '  laughed , he said , "Uh, Brothah , "  an ' 
he say , "Yeah. "  Say ,  "Yo ' know, "  say , "a lie go furthah than the truth. " Said , 
"but the truth will stand . "  

(Mm hm. ) 
Said , " But a lie ' ll go furthah then the trut h . " An ' he said , "How come he 

said tha ' , Pete . " He said , " It j is ' will . "  Said , "Now, ah ' m  gonna show yo ' 
now. 11 Said , 1 1Ah ' m  gonna take some o '  thi s  glass here , come out the wind shield 
o '  car . 11 An ' said , "Ah ' m  gonna break it up . "  An ' said , "Ah ' m  gonna go aroun ' 
an' ah'm  gonna show yo ' how many people will give me $ 25 fo ' one o '  these l it tle 
pieces here . "  ' Cause yo ' know, uh , uh , it git sof ' , some kinda o '  p last ic 
anthetic . 
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(Yes . ) 
It ' ll get sof ' 
(Mm hm . ) 
He said , "Now ah ' m  gonna show yo ' . " He got him a gallon can full o '  tha '  

pure glass . 
(Mm hm . ) 
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An ' um ,  he said , "Wha ' is tha ' ? "  He  say , "Uh, this here , "  he  had a little 
p iece in his han ' an ' l ike that . At night when they do this glittahs yo ' know? 

(Oh, I didn ' t know that . )  
Yeah, out o '  these old Cadillacs .  Tha ' s wha ' he had ol ' Cad ' , Cadillac . An ' 

he tore it up . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  uh, he said , uh, "Yeah, " he said , " this her e ,  this here stuff is money . "  

Said , "Wha ' this p iece come o f f  of , "  say , " it cos ' ovah $ 3000 . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Wel l ,  he wasn ' lyin ' about tha ' . 
(No . )  
' Cause the Cadillac • • •  

(That ' s  right . )  
See what I mean the Cadillac did cos ' ovah $ 3000 . 
(That ' s  right . )  
He said , "Yeah , but this , say , "Well how much will tha '  been?"  He 

said , "Well , this wha ' your money [ unclear ] 
"Ah need to put tha ' in mah pocket fo ' a hand . "  Said , "Yeah , anytime yo ' own one 
o '  these , "  say, "yo ' rich or eithah yo ' get rich . " 

(Mm hm . ) 
Say ,  "The p iece wha ' this come off  anytime yo ' own one o f  them , yo ' rich or 

you ' re smart rich . " 
(Mm hm . ) 
He got mo ' n  [more than] $ 2 5 . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Mo ' n  $ 35 [ this is  not an error ] .  The biggah the p iece is the mo ' yo ' pay .  
(Uh,  what was it , what was it , how was i t  put up ? I mean • • •  ) 
Nothin ' that ' s  -------
(Just , j ust  a p iece , j ust hand the piece to them and say car • • •  wrap it up 

and carry it  or something? )  
That ' s  all .  
(Just wrap it up and carry it . )  
Aftah he let ' em see t hen there ' s  no thin ' but ,  nothin ' but pure glass out o '  

this windshiel ' o '  a Cadillac . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An '  so ah think he had close aroun ' $2000 or mo ' .  
(Of all things . )  
Out of tha ' little gallon can o '  [ glass ] ,  uh • • •  

(I  see . O f  all • • •  ) 
An ' ah said , ah said , "Now, do yo ' know wha ' yo ' are do in ' ? "  He said , "Ah 

j is '  had to prove to the world , see? " "An ' ah got all those people ' s  names . "  
(Mm hm . ) 
Say ,  "Ah j is ' wanted to prove it was a fac ' , how did a person would go fo ' 

a lie . "  
(Mm hm .  Not for the truth but always for a lie . )  
Fo ' a l ie . 
(Mm hm . ) 
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He said , "Now, they won' t believe now. " Af tah they he had all the 
name . He kept all - took their name . 

{Mm hm. ) 
Wanted to s tay in touch with him . They come back, some o f  ' em gambler s ,  an ' 

some o '  ' em was a checkah playahs an ' some o '  ' em • • •  "Man ah caught the horses 
off them. An ' ah caught tha ' numbah . Tha ' numbah , ah played , ah j is ' put mah 
han ' in , put mah han' on tha ' little jomo. " 

{Jomo . )  
Little j omo . 
(Oh. ) 
Tha ' s wha ' they gonna say about tha ' numbah comin ' ' roun ' l ike that . 
(Mm hm . ) 
"Tha ' , tha ' horse come r ight on in . "  He say , " Sure ' nuff . "  He said , "Now yo ' 

g ive me $ 25 . "  He kep ' , he said , "Now , uh fac ' s  is knowin ' . Is the great est 
thin ' . Understandin ' an ' knowin ' is the greates ' thin ' in the world . "  

(Mm hm. ) 
Now, he took tha ' gallon can of  glass an ' made ovah $200 0 .  
(Of all things . Mm hm. You used the word j omo . Did they use the word j omo 

when you were young? Jomo? ) 
Yeah , yeah tha ' s  wha ' they used . 
(NOW IS JOMO THE SAME THING, PRACTICALLY THE SAME THING, AS WHAT THEY CALL A 

"HAND" A JOMO?) 
YES, YES. 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' s the same thin ' . 
(Jomo . And somet imes they call it a toby , some places . And some places they 

call it a shield, to protect you . ) 
Yes . 
{And all that sort of  thing . )  
A shiel ' is to protec ' you .  
(A shield i s  to protect  you . DID YOU EVER HEAR OF THE WORD "MIT-MAN? "  "MIT-

MAN? CALL A PERSON A "MIT-MAN? ") 
Yes ah have . 
(What does a mit-man mean? ) 
Well to mah es timat ion an ' wha ' ah know about s eein ' a mit-man • • •  

(Mm hm . ) 
• • •  tha ' s ,  uh, would be a person tha ' uh,  do ' s  anythin ' an ' ev ' rythin ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
He ' ll witchcraf ' yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He ' ll witchcraf ' ,  yo ' come to him fo ' him to wit chcraf ' me • • • 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  he ' ll witchcraf ' me fo ' yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He ' ll git a coupla hunderd dollahs outa yo ' .  
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' then he ' ll turn right aroun ' then an ' want , uh , uh , tell me he could heal 

me fo ' anothah couple hunderd dollahs . 
(I see . He ' s  a double-cro sser? ) 
Yeah he ' s  • • •  tha ' s  a mit-man. 
(Uh huh.  I see . That ' s  a mit-man. ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(Well , the reason I • • •  ) 
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H e ,  he , he admit anythin ' tha ' comes to him .  
(Mm hm. ) 
He hurt peoples , killin ' peoples , an ' evahthin ' s , see? 
(Mm hm . ) 
It don ' t make no d if f ' runt . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He ' ll put it on yo ' an ' then take it off yo ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
But it ' s  always ,  always with the same thin ' . 

4565 

(DID YOU EVER HEAR OF PEOPLE UH� OF COURSE THEY 'RE NOT CONCERNED PROBABLY 
WITH GOD� BUT THEY HAVE A SPECIAL SPIRIT THEY USE IN THEIR WORK?) 

Yes . 
(Not God but uh, some , they have a ,  a spirit that , uh only they • • •  ) 
They deal with the devil . 
(Well , only they know this particular sp irit . )  
Yes .  
( They work the sp irit . )  
Yes ,  uh, you s tate these when the sp irits they have . Once upon a t ime ah 

know this lady she had , uh , some kind o ' a sp irit , but what it was nobody could 
see it but her . 

(Mm hm . ) 
An, uh, this was in Quincy . 
(Mm bm .  Quincy , Flor ida . )  
Quincy , Florida . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Now, uh, spirit she had it was of  a sp irit that , uh, yo ' d idn ' have to , she 

didn ' have to s ee yo ' . 
(Mm bm. ) 
When . yo '  walked up on her porch she use to say , she back in there , she call 

yo ' by your natural name an ' the do ' closed ther e ,  she don ' even see yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
She say ,  "Come in . Ah ' ll be r ight out , Mis s so- an ' - so . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' she come r ight out . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' she would look at yo ' • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an' when she look at yo ' she ' d  turn off an ' she ' d  go back an ' yo ' couldn ' 

be lookin ' at her but yo ' hear somethin ' like ol ' rackety sewin ' machine . 
(Oh . ) 
Wha ' it wa s ah nevah been able to  see , able to see what it was , but ah have 

went all ovah the house .  
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' ah ain ' t see nothin ' . Like no kinda machine or .nothin ' .  So she was 

of • • •  could the sp irit tha ' she used . Then no one could see tha ' spirit 
but her . 

(Did she have a name for this sp irit?  A name? ) 
Yo ' nevah would hear her say . She wouldn ' even say nothin ' to yo ' .  
(Oh. ) 
But j is '  invite yo ' in • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an ' look at yo ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
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An ' then she ' d  go back to tha ' room an ' she would come back.  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' then yoo could hear the sp irit . There ' s  somethin ' wrong . I t ' s  a whole 

lo t o '  racket . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Jus ' like somethin ' in a can rattlin ' . 
(Mm. ) 
But she will t ell yo ' this [much] , send yo ' to a drug sto ' . She ' d  wr ite on 

a l it tle piece of papah . An ' send yo ' to the drug sto ' an ' tell yo ' wha ' to get . 
( I  see. ) 
An ' t el l  yo ' how to use it . 
(Mm hm .  Did she tell you what was ,  did she tell you what was wrong with you 

or anything of that sor t ?  Or • • •  ) 
No , no . 
( She j ust got , wrote off the prescrip tion and you took it to the drug store . )  
Yeah. I t  was only a p iece of  brown papah . She had wrote it on brown papah 

an ' have yo ' go to the drug store . 
( UH HUH. NOW DID SHE CHARGE FOR THAT? OR DID SHE TAKE AN OFFERING OR WHAT?) 
NO� THIS PECULIAR SPIRIT SHE HAD� SHE DIDN ' TAKE NO MONEY. 
(Mm. )  
BUT YO ' COULD PUT THIS MONEY DOWN. 
(PUT IT DOWN?) 
AT YOUR HOUSE. 
(AT YOUR HOUSE� WYEN YOU GOT HOME?) 
YEAH� YO ' DIDN ' GIVE HER NO MONEY THERE. SHE DIDN ' ACCEPT NO MONEY. YO ' 

PUT THA ' MONEY DOWN AT YOUR HOUSE. SHE 'D TELL YO ' SEE? AN ' THE OFFERIN ' YO ' 
GOT HOME� SAY LAY IT ON THE STOVE� OR LAY IT ON THE� SAY YO ' GOT A LITTLE MANTEL� 
LITTLE SHELF WHA ' YO ' KEEP THE ON. 

(YES. ) 
AN ' THE SILL� SAY LAY IT ON THE� UP OVAH YOUR FRONT DO ' .  JIB ' LET IT LAY 

THERE. SAY AH GET IT. 
(Mm hm. AND SHE GOT IT?) 
She lef ' . Now tha ' s  the sp ir it , tha ' s the ,  the spirit tha ' , uh , ah don ' know 

why an ' how. 
[Most of  these stories about doctors refusing fees , unless left at a certain 

place in your home are legends . Formerly a wellknown doctor with conf ederates 
in a few cit ies could exercise this rite often enough to keep his legend alive . 
There are a number of excellent stories about this fee-taking hocus-pocus in 
HOODOO ,  but I am unable to lo cate them at the moment . ]  

( I  see . ) 
But it will leave there . An ' if yo ' put it up there an ' go back an ' get it . 

Ah seen tha ' . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Jis ' l ike you ' re suppose to put somethin ' up ovah tha ' do fo ' ' uh .  
( Mm  hm. ) 
An ' ah say , "Oh,  well . "  Ah ' 11 go back an ' look the nex ' day an ' ah say , "Oh 

well ,  ah might as well  take this down . "  _____ .._[U;;;.;n;;;.;c;;;.;l;;;.;ea=r;..;.'-"]'-----
-=--

-----· 
An '  ah don ' put no mo ' up there . Yo ' will lo se your pocketbook ,  yo ' will lo se 
yore money . [ This loss of money if you fail to put the money in the proper 
place , I do not remember in the other stories . ] 

(Mm hm. ) 
Yo ' will lo se more than wha ' yo ' donated . Now tha ' wasn ' a thin ' but the 

powab o ' the Lord , or some thin ' like tha ' • Wha '  , wha ' , wha ' , wha ' happened ? 
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An ' ah have to sit down [Unclear . ]  
(Mm hm. ) 

456 7  

An '  a h  a sked her , a h  said ,  "One day yo ' are t o  leave . The God gonna call yo ' 
home . "  Ah said , uh , "Tha ' secret spirit , tha ' sp irit • • •  " 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  tha ' , uh , yo ' have , tha ' can ' t be transferred? She said , " It  canno t b e  

trans ferred f rom me . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Said , "Can ' t be transferred. " 
(Mm. )  
Say , 1 1Ah could learn yo ' anythin ' • • •  " 
(Mm hm. ) 

" • • •  but tha ' , ah can ' t  learn yo ' tha 1 • " 
(Did she , uh , she could see this sp irit? Did she ever try to describe the 

sp irit to you or what she could see? ) 
Well . • •  
(What it looked like or  • • •  ) 
• • •  she descr ibed • • • 
(Did it speak to her?)  
It speaks to her . An ' she described it to me . But still she couldn ' , um ,  

she couldn ' tell how could a h  d o  it . Get in contact with tha ' power . 
( I  know. I know . )  
' Cause she don ' t  know how she , she don ' t know • • •  

( I t  j us t  comes to her . )  
• • •  it j is '  comes to ' er .  
( I  see . )  
So  on up in the years af tahwards , somethin ' happen to me an ' , uh , it comes 

to me then , when it comes to me ah go try it . 
(Mm hm. )  
An ' it ' s all right . So then ah said tha ' s how tha ' spirit come . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' has to  be . 
(Mm hm . )  
[Herman Henry in his interview, p . 4522 , l ine 10 , when speaking o f  Mrs .  Davis , 

says about her : Ah bet she don ' Zive with anyone . We will now hear why Mr s .  
Davis prefers t o  live alone . ] 

' Cause when the spirit works into a person tha ' uh , God don ' let tha ' spirit 
into anybody [ else ] at the same time . 

(Yeah , uh huh . ) 
AN '  IT AIN 'T EV 'RYBODY THA ' WANTS THA ' SPIRIT. 
(Mm hm. ) 
' CAUSE YO ' DON ', UH, WHEN IN THESE SPECIFIC[ ? ]  SCIENTIFIC O '  THE SPIRIT CfMES 

OVAH TO YO ' LIKE THA ' ,  ALL OF YORE MORALE FROM THIS WORLD IS GONE. 
(Mm hm. ) 
IT 'S, YO ' BE 'S IN ANOTHAH WORLD. 
(Mm hm. ) 

AH DO. 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. ) 

AH BE 'S IN ANOTHAH WORLD AN ',  UH, THA 'S  THE REASON AH ALWAYS LIKE TO NOS ' LY 
BE BY MAHSELF. 

(Mm hm. ) 
OR IF AH NEVAH KNOW WHEN THEY 'RE [ the spirit ] COMIN ' .  
(I SEE. ) 
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N THEY COME AH BE BY MAHSELF [when I am alone ] AH CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE 
CAN EXAMINE THROUGH IT. 

) 
? AH CAN PLACE IT DOWN FO ' NOT FO 'GETTIN ' THE THIN 'S. 
) 
AH 'M WITH SOMEBODY WHEN IT COME� THE CHANGES� THEY SEE THE CHANGES 
� BUT AH CAN 'T TELL THEM WHA ' BECAUSE AH BE� AH 'D BE GETTIN ' SOME-

see . ) 
N '  BE COMIN ' TO ME. 
) 
CAN 'T TELL THEM. 
) 
CAN 'T TELL THEM BECAUSE AH� AH HAVE TO GET IT MAHSELF. SO IT 'S NOT 
ME A PERSON WOULD LEAVE THEY THINKIN ' THA ' YO ' ARE BEIN ' WITCHCRAF ' 
n '  or othah. IT 'S NOT WITCHCRAF ' .  Witchcraf ' is nothin ' but Satan 
o '  the Lord will  out-rule Satan ev ' ry t ime .  
ses normal consciousness , goes into a t rance , etc . ] 
ge the subj ect . ] 

When you were , when you were , uh , when you were growing up did you 
talk about - they use to say that witches rode you at night? ) 

id they call them . Hags or something of  that • • •  ? )  
hag , the ol ' witch . 

what did they do , what did they - did they do anything bes ide riding? 
itches do evil work and ride you ,  or  did some o f  them j ust ride you 

do anything? )  
t on yo ' an ' ride yo ' .  J i s '  get on yo ' an ' j is '  cut your breath off  • 

. ) 
, now that is , that is somethin ' [ that reminds me of  something ] . Mah 
ayed on the north side , there was an ' o l '  lady . He went to sleep an ' , 
is woman come an ' was comin ' down , was f lyin ' down on him to choke 
id he didn '  see nothin ' . He hit at it with his p illah an ' missed it . 
he d idn' see nothin ' An ' said he j is '  feel her comin ' down 
e ,  like a o l '  hawk or somethin ' . An ' say he hauled o f f  an ' hit ' er 
is t an ' knocked ' er neck one- s ided . [The word north is a dangerous 

she leave out something . See later. ] 
. ) 

said she got gone . Now this is brothah ;,._ ___ _ Now he -----
come home tha ' day - it rained . 

) 
he was tellin '  his wife tha ' . He said , thi s ,  ah can ' t t hink o '  this 
e ,  "O l '  lady , "  he said , "but she r idin '  me . "  He said , "Yo ' go down 
ee if she got an ol ' p ink- lookin ' dress . An ' , uh , uh • • •  " 
ind o f  looking • • • ? )  
nk-lookin ' dress .  Tha ' was ' er . "  Said , " She was comin ' out on me 
e tha ' . "  An ' said , " She cho kin ' me , "  said , "An ' ah throwed the pil

" Said , "Tha '  wha ' tha ' p illow do in '  way out there on the f loor . "  
) 
An ' ah couldn ' hit her with the p illah , "  said , "an '  ah hit her with . . . ' 
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Yes. 
(Mm hm.) 
An' tha' looked jis' like 'er. An' so mah sister-in-law she gets out then 

an' goes down there an' to the lady's house an' tell me, she says ----------
said, "Jis' started out roun' 'bout 3:00 o'clock." 

(Mm hm.) 
Well, uh, she, tha' was a spirit, tha' was Satan's or somethin'. 
(Yeah.) 
The spirit. 
(Uh huh.) 
'Cause he tol' mah sistah jis' wha' he, she had on an' ev'rythin'. Went down 

there an' she had on the same clothes tha' was in his dream [notice word dream]. 
(She actually recognized you when she, she - she actually recognized her. 

Well, now did you think she actually , did she, what, she wasn't in her own body 
was she? Or was that the spirit or what?) 

Tha' the spirit tha' some kinda o', some kinda hypnotism. 
(Uh huh.) 
An' yo' can hypnotize a person. 
(Mm hm.) 
An '  then, yo' can get him to, to turn like tha' [into a sort of spirit]. 
(Mm hm.) 
But she coulda hypnotize him an' sho' nuff she intend to choke him. 
(Uh huh.) 
An' he hit her. 
(Mm hm.) 
But they coulda been her real [I mean] they have to been her real. 
(Mm hm.) 
Fo' ' er to get that lick, yo' see? 
(That's right.) 
It have to be her real. 
(I see. Someone was telling me, uh, a woman was telling me that, that she 

went to see a, uh, a boy wanted to marry her and she didn't want to marry him. 
And he went to a root doctor and this root, this root doctor put a spell on her 
and made her marry this boy.) 

Mm hm. 
(Did you ever hear of anything like that?) 

Yes. Ah hear tell of tha'. 'Cause see, wha' happened , she put this spell on 
her, gonna make her marry this boy, but she can't make her marry but she can make 
'em stay togethah. [That is a f ine distinction from an expert.] 

(That's right. That's right. I understand now, yes.) 
See? 
(In other words you think she's probably temporarily hypnotized? Something 

of that sort.) 
Yes, hypnotized. It's all jis' hypnotized. 
(Yeah.) 
Tha's like the lady of mah uncle. Ah was about 2 years old. 
(Mm hm.) 
An', um, they always talked, layin' aroun' with mah Momma laughin ' , sit 

aroun'. So when ah became about 7 years old an' mah uncle he was courtin' the 
lady across the creek an' she like the gingahbread. 

(Mm hm.) 
So this woman liked anothah man an' ol' Uncle he :_... _______ . 
(Is that old Benny?) 
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Albany . 
(Albany , oh , oh , Albany , Georgia. Mm hm.) 
Yes . An '  this man from Albany , Georgia would come ovah ev ' ry 2 weeks . 
(Mm hm.) 
Well tha ' made mah uncle kinda stay ashy yo ' know? Stay put . 
(Mm hm. )  
So she gonna cook him a gingahbread . 
(Mm h • ) 
An ' so said ,  "Now yo ' can' t ," say , "yo ' eat it now . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
She wanted him to eat it at her house . At the time she cooked . 
(Mm hm . )  
He said , "No , " said , "ah ' m  gonna carry it home so ah can g ive this , give mah 

gran'children some . Such big pieces , big o l '  cake, we ' ll eat it tonight . "  
(Mm.) 

She said , "No, yo ' eat it now . " 
[Mm hm. ) 
An' he said , "No, ah ' m  gonna carry it  home , "  Carry it home so ' s  he could 

eat • • •  
(Mm hm.) 
• • •  an ' enj oy it with me . 
(Mm hm.) 
He come home with the gingahbread cake , gingah cake an ' got in the woods , he 

said somethin ' hit him jis' like a lick , [ it ]  say , "Don ' t  yo ' eat that bread , 
give it to the hogs . "  

Laughs [this is informant ] . 
(Oh , boy . They were doctored up for him? ) 
Yeah. He say somethin ' tal ' him j is '  l ike 

through the woods home , somethin ' said it was 
(Mm hm. ) 

[ It was . ]  
tha ' . H e  said he was comin ' 
doctahed up , give it to the hogs. 

So  she was lookin ' every minute , ah mean, whoevah eat that bread die. Tha ' s  
wha ' she was lookin' to . But he g ive i t  t o  the hogs an ' the hogs went j is '  
s traight back to tha' woman '  shouse, go t up under the woman ' s  house an ' say , __ _ 

Done so bad tha '  
(Oh.) 

[She makes mumbling sound l ike hogs.] 
people had to kill the hogs. 

She asked him, say , "Did you give tha ' bread to the hogs?" He say, "Why , 
no . "  ''Yes , yo ' did , yo ' give tha' bread to  the hogs . Them hogs about to tear 
mah house down . "  See she tol ' on her ownself . 

(Now was that supposed , that , uh , that was supposed to make that man come to 
her house? ) 

Yeah . 
(Instead o f  that the hog s  ate it and the hogs came to her house . )  
Tha ' s  it. Tha ' s  it . 
(Well of  all thing s .  [Laughs ] )  [ This is surely a folktale . ]  
The hogs came to the house an ' go t undah the house so bad ev'ry night, in 

the day t ime. They had to kill the hogs, [unclear] 
They put ' em in all kinds o '  pens , they ' d  break out o '  those pens an' come ha.e 

[As I have explained often, these houses in the lowlands are built off the 
ground; hogs , chickens , dogs , anything can crawl under them . ]  

(Come t o  her .) 
Come to her house an ' get up undah [makes sound l ike hogs again]. An' they 

bad to kill 'em. 
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(Mm hm. WELL THAT 'S, THAT 'S CERTAINLY, IS USING POWER ISN 'T IT?) 
WELL NOW THAT WAS POWAH. 
(It certainly was.) 

------- 6 unimportant lines delet ed-------

4571 

An ' uh , the hogs come right back. To show you that was the power of Satan ,  
how did the hogs know where tha' bread come from? How did the hog s  know who 
cooked tha ' bread? 

-------13 repetit ious line s deleted-------
But it' s all - when yo '  do like tha ' yo' done sol ' out your r ights to the 

devil . 
(Rights to the devil . )  
Tha ' s right . 
(You ever hear of people selling themself, how they use to sell themself to 

the , sell them, sell themselves to the devil?) 
Yeah. [unclear] why sure . 

Once belong to the church , once went fo ' the God an' then turn right aroun' an' 
waitin' fo ' the devil so they done sol ' out to the devil . 

(Did people ever use to speak about goofer dust? Now that ' s something new, 
goofer dust?) 

WELL, GOOFAH DUST CAN BE MADE OUTA ANYTHIN '. [ The preceding remark is true 
H.M.H.] WHAT KINDA "GOOFAH DUST?" IT 'S ALL IN THE BELIEF. 

------- 18 lines omitted-------
[CASSETTE ENDS - s tart s again midway side 2 of Cassette (Bl) 7/10/70.] 
• • • • •  tha1 they are witchcraf ' . 
(Uh huh.) 
But they are not witchcraf' all the time . 
(Mm hm..) 
IF A PERSON DON ' GET SOMETHIN ' IN YO ' IT'S NOT WITCHCRAF ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Of course they can burn yo ' with somethin' like hot watah or somethin'. 
(Mm hm..) 
BUT AS FOR STEPP IN' OVAH "ROOTS" THERE 'S NOTHIN' THEY CAN DO. 
(Have you ever heard of any special tricks that persons do? Uh, certain 

type s of root doctors do? Uh, to impress people?) 
Well, ah ' ll tel l  yo' • • •  
(Le t me g ive you an illustration. In L it t le Rock, Arkansas years ago , thi s  

doctor invited u s  around to his place . Ordinarily I never went around because 
I d idn ' t have the t ime. I wanted to meet  a lot of people in gene ral , some gen
eral folklore, general beliefs , o ld fashioned beliefs.) 

[This latter statement is confusing as it stands. I was seeking general 
folklore only when it was associated with hoodoo: cures , spirit lore , hag , e tc . , 
this interview of Mrs. Johnson being a good sample of  what I included outside 
hoodoo, yet a part of the attending atmo sphere. ] 

Yes, ye s .  [Get  along with the story!) 
(And I went and I waited until his pat ient was out . The patient , I saw him 

go out. And then he took a pie ce of paper and he put it in the Bible . He showe d  
me the paper, but you know i t  was a clean p iece of  paper . He put it in the 
Bible and then in about a minute he said some things over the Bible. In about 
a minute he opened up the Bible and took out the piece of paper and on it it 
says, "You are crossed." The words are written , "You are crossed." Did you 
ever hear of a trick like that? ) 

No! no! no! That was already on there mayb e ,  when he put it in there . 
['She misses the fact that I had already called i t  a trick.] 
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(Yes . ) 
But to make yo ' believe tha ' it was , he put tha '  in the Bible so tha ' 

the papah was c lean, but it wasn ' c lean when he put it in . 
-----

( [ Comment unclear . ] )  
[Opening statement unclear . ]  

an ' write on somethin ' an ' yo ' can do i t  l ike tha ' gone . 
But the minut e  yo ' lay it  down put somethin ' ovah the top o f  it an '  open up thea 

[Unclear . ]  
( [ Comment unclear . ] ) 

----�----���
--� encil , yo ' know? Everybody has them. Mo s ' ly we f in '  �o 

carry them would be, uh, a detective . 
( Oh . ) 
Uh, uh , erson . 
( I  see. I see . In o ther words i s  it a pencil? ) 
It ' s  jis ' like a pencil . 
(I see .  And uh, how do you spel l that name? Do you know? 
Well , ah spell it in my way B • • •  A • • •  o . . .  c . . . H • • •  u . . •  L • • •  I • • • G • • •  H .  
(Oh ,  that ' s  the trade name o f  it ? ) 
Yes , that ' s  r ight . Tha ' s the way ah spell it . 
( In o ther words it ' s  invis ible ink? ) 

Yes , it ' s  invisible ink . Yo ' write it , what yo ' want to writ e , an ' yo ' see 
the re's nothin ' on the paper .  

(Uh huh. ) 
But yo ' can lay it down an ' put somethin ' ovah the top of it  as if uh , yo ' lay 

it up on the table cloth or lay it up on the cup or somethin ' an ' when yo ' take 
it o f f  there , it ' s  on there . 

(Yes , uh huh . ) 
Tha ' s how, uh , lots of root dbatahs does , writes a person name . They would 

have a boostah. 
(A what ? )  
A boostah. Said , "Uh, to come down , "  said to down . An ' f in ' , uh, 

dif ' runt people ' s  witchcraf' an ' then [unclear ]  your 
name .  

(Oh ,  I see . ) 
" So-an ' -so an ' so-an ' -so come in." Well, yo ' know when they, yo ' know when 

they
�

----�
----

�
------

( I s ee .  You cal l ,  you cal l ,  you mean these circulars ?  These adver tisement s? 
He throws them around the house? ) [Booster as we soon see can also be a person 
who pZants obj ects . ]  

· 

Uh huh.  
(Or send them to , they pass them around to houses? ) 
Yes . 
(What do they call them a booster?) 
Yes . 
(B • • • 0 • • .  0 • . •  s . . .  T ,  a boost? ) 
Tha ' s r ight . 
(L ike you g ive a fellow a boost? ) 

An ' , um , ah know once there was a rootman r ight • A rootman could 
cure anything r ight there in Tamp a .  An ' he tell ev ' rybody he go to a lady or 
even a man tha ' they got needles undah they do ' steps an ' all dif ' runt places 
he could cure . He had his boo stuhs made out , mail out an ' send ' em out to 
peoples . He had a woman goin ' aroun ' with needles an ' an ' a book an ' a 
pencil . She went all down Miami , all ovah , ev ' rywhere . All ovah. An ' put 
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these , hid these on people ' s  steps an ' undah the do ' s tep an ' undah the porches , 
an ' aroun ' in the yard , undah the hedges an ' all tha ' . An ' then she comes back, 
gives him this here map , this book. 

(Oh.) 
He know j is '  wha ' side , the eas t  side or the wes '  side . How many flowahs, 

tal l  bushes , yo ' had in the yard . He goes down there an ' trailin ' the [boosteP 
a person] . "Yo ' got needles. Uh , they got themself a plant . Go t your p lant . 
They iron needles an ' ah can get ' em for such an ' such a money . "  Well , who 
wouldn't? "Yeah , well get ' em ,  ah ' ll give yo ' this . "  Then , "Well , it ' ll take 
a little time." An ' he get out there an ' gets to scratchin ' .  "Yo ' got a head
ache , tha ' s wha ' make yo ' have the headache . "  An' he go an ' get these needles. 
How come he can go an ' get ' em? Because he knowed they was there . How ' d he 
knowed they was there? 'Cause the woman went an ' hid ' em .  Well , yo '  see all 
o '  tha ' is wha ' yo '  call , not helpin ' a person . 

-------16 repetitive lines deleted-------
Tha ' wouldn ' 
(I see . ) 

happen to nobody . [These things do not happen to  people . ] 

An' as far as his knowin ' ,  he couldn' , he didn' know anythin ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
But they 
(I see . 

Well, he 
(I see . ) 

was jis' goin ' fo ' the money . Tha ' s wha ' he was doin ' . 
Then after he f inds this needle , what doe s  he do then? ) 
takes it an ' throw it in the fire an ' burn it up . 

An' then tell them their trouble is ovah . 
(What about these doctoPs that , uh , that you go , you write to them and they 

say , "Well, ah ' ll take care of it? "  You don ' t know what he does  or anything 
about i t ? )  

Well , tha ' is if yo' have faith in him ,  yo ' was already well befo ' h e  answahed 
the lettah. 

(Laughs . )  
Tha's the way ah fell about it . 
(I see . And so sometimes you ever go 

come in and he ' ll say , "I'll know what ' s  
got here j us t  at the right time. You're 

Yes , ah ' ve hear tell o '  tha ' too . 
(That seems to be • • •  ) 
Ah ' ve heard tell o '  tha ' too. 
("You're j ust hoodooed to death? ") 
Uh , yeah. 

to his house and he says , he ' ll ,  you ' ll 
wrong , I know , come in . I ,  you, you 
jus.t about dead ," you know. ) 

(I knew one chap. I think I probably told you about it . That he met the fel
low on the outs ide of the gate . "Don't you bring that mess  in here . " And he had 
a wisk broom and he brushed him o f f  before he let him into the place . )  

Yes . Now wha ' was tha ' ? That ' ,  tha ' was all night ·-------
[ This sort of thing , she says , is all darkness . ]  
(Did you ever hear that some of  these fellows dress o r  act queerly? In order 

to impres s people that they are something special, you know in the healing line?) 
Well ,  ah' ve heard tell of certain thin ' s as that . Special in the healin' 

line. But all ah evah seen of thi s  special, yo ' can give a person a medicine 
regardless o '  the circumstance , wha's wrong with him .  Yo ' got to fin' out f irs ' 
vha ' s wrong with htm afore yo ' know wha ' to make , the kinda medicine. 

{!know, I know.) 
An' then yo ' firs ' got to know how to f in '  out wha ' s wrong with him. 
(Yes.) 
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An '  uh , all ah evah seen them do , said they guarantee tha ' it will 
cure thin' . If yo ' cure some thin ' tha' j us '  like a hole in your clothes , in 
your coat there. If yo ' sew up tha ' hole tha ' s no mo ' hole . 

( I  see. ) 
May come one some p lace else • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  but not tha' one . Tha' one is cured . 
(Yes . )  
Well , tha' s  the way ah am • • •  
(Uh huh. )  
• • •  about witchcraf ' . 
(Mm hm.) 
I f  yo ' cure a person , yo ' cured him .  
(Mm hm.) 
An' he will nevah be l ike tha ' no mo ' .  
(Mm hm.) 
BUT WHEN YO' SAY YO ' CURE A PERSON AN' MAYBE 10 OR 15 DAYS OR MAYBE 3 OR 4 

MONTHS THA ' SAME THIN 1 COME AGAIN� HE NEVAH BEEN CURED TO START. 

(He never been cured from the beginning?) 
Tha 's right . 

(I see . )  
The beginnin ' h e  wasn ' cured i n  the b eg innin ' ,  but they , they believed in 

tha' j us '  ' cause it  didn ' bothah ' em.  
(I see . ) 
BUT THIS THERE SPECIAL IN FIEL' 01 WITCHCRAFT. EV'RYBODY THEY CAN'T CURE 

YO' . [No one in the witchcraf t  f ield can cure you ! ] 
(Yeah . ) 
'Cause , uh, sometime yo' can' t wait too late , yeah? If yo' eat somethin' aa• 

it ' s  workin' on yo ' an', an' intes tines inside an ' , uh, maybe yo ' ll take a lit
tle home remedy such a s  baking soda. Or a lit tle milk o '  magnesia or black draa 
[black draf t ]  or somethin' like tha'. 

(Mm hm.) 
Quite naturally all tha ' yo' took yo ' do feel bet tah . 
(Yes . ) 
Quite l ikely tha' do make yo' f eel bettah .  
(I see.) 
But s t ill yo ' not cure . 
(Yeah. )  
Well , yo ' got the wrong thin ' in tha'. Yo' got some poison yo ' eat in there. 

Well , now fo ' the las', las', fo ' a week or two yo' gonna have tha ' do se o '  
medicine yo ' took. Well , it'll flare up again. Well ,  t ha '  same stuff is 
s till in yo ' • 

(Mm hm.) 
Tha ' got to get out yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An' when tha ' git out yo ' ,  then your system get back nice an ' normal an' 

strong . 
(Mm hm.) 
Well, yo ' cured o' tha ' .  
(I see. ) 
But, AH NEVAH SEE 'D NOBODY YET TO CURE A PERSON RIGHT OFF THE BAT. 
(Mm hm.) 
Uh, eat poison, have poison into them to cure ' em right off the bat an' say 
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don't come back. THERE'S ALWAYS A COME BACK DEAL. 
(Mm hm. They want you back another time?) 
Yeah they want yo' back anothah time. MAYBE THEY TELL YO' say , "Well, it 

take," said, "well yo' got, GOT TO MAKE FOUR TRIPS OR SOMETHIN' LIKE THA ' .  " 
(I see.) 
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Well ah feel like uh, if ah knowed ah can cure yo ' ,  ah don' t  feel like tha', 
yo' got to IF AH KNOW AH CAN CURE YO' AN' AH KNOW WHA 'S AILIN' YO'� AH 
CAN CURE YO 1 IN ONE TRIP JUS 1 AS GOOD AS AH COULD IN FOUR OR FIVE. 

(I see.) 
Maybe yo'll have to take, uh, medicine so many days, or yo' will have to do 

somethin' so many days . 
(I see.) 
But yo ' can stay home an' do tha'. If yo' j is ' do tha'. 
(I see.) 
ONLIEST TIME THA' AH REQUIRE A PERSON TO COME TO RIGHT OFF an' on , IS WHEN 

ah don ' t have, ah know they ability, THEY WON'T DO LIKE AH ASK THEM TO DO. SO 
AH MAKE THEM COME TO ME. 

(I see.) 
So they can do, uh , wha' they suppose to do. 
(ARE SOME PEOPLE MORE APT TO BE WITCHCRAFT THAN OTHERS?) 
YES� YES. 
(Now, why is that would you think?)  
WELL� WHY IS THAT? 'CAUSE SOME PEOPLES ARE MO 1 WITCHCRAF' IN MIN'� Y O  1 KNOW. 
(Mm hm. ) 
SOME PEOPLES ONLY THINK THEY THINK O' EVIL SPIRIT. THA 'S WHEN THE LEAST 

LITTLE SOMETHIN' GO WRONG THEY SAY THEY'RE WITCHCRAF '. 
(I see.) 
WHY? 'CAUSE THEY GOT THA' EVIL SPIRIT, THEY DON'T HAVE THA' GOOD SPIRIT. 

THEY DON'T NEVAH THINK O' ANYTHIN' GOOD TOWARDS THEIR SOUL. 
(Uh huh.) 
THEY ONLY THINK IT'S WITCHCRAF' STUFF OR STUFF. 
(Uh huh.) 
THEY DON'T THINK OF THE GOOD PART, THEY ONLY THINK 0' THE BAD PART. 
(IN OTHER WORDS THEY'RE� THEY'RE AFRAID. THEY BELIEVE IN EVIL SPIRITS AND 

THEY'RE AFRAID OF THEM.) 
Tha's right. They believe in 'em an' afraid of 'em.  
(Uh huh.) 
'CAUSE IF YO' DON'T BELIEVE IN THA' EVIL SPIRIT IT AIN'T GONNA FOOL AROUN' 

WIT YO' 
(That's right . I see . )  
Will not come aroun' yo' . 
(I see. Do they say anything about the first time you're witchcraft ? So, 

anything about the first time?) 
Well, the firs' time a person evah git witchcraf ', the first  time. They git 

so in they min ' once time tha ' they are witchcraf' . 
(Wait j ust a moment.) 

And • • •  
(Wait jus t  a moment . )  
AN' THEY GIT IT I N  THEIR MIN 1 THA ' THEY WITCHCRAF' ONCE AN' SOMEBODY GO TO 

SOMEONE AN' TO SOME ROOT DOCTAH AN' THEY TELL 'EM THEY ARE WITCHCRAFT. WELL, 
THEN TO THEM THEY ARE WITCHCRAF' THE REST 0 '  THEY LIFE. 

(Oh yes . )  
Regardles s  wha' kinda s ickness they have , jis' witchcraf'. 
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{Uh, how's this witchcraft keep up? Do you think that the children learn it 
when they're young and they never forget it or what?) 

Well, it's comin' on time now tha' they , the youngah generation they don't 
believe in tha' witchcraf'. 

{I know. I know.) 
They don ' t  believe in it. 
{No.) 
[CYLINDER CHANGE?] 
AN' UH, AN' UH, IN THE OLDEN DAYS THEY WAS MO' WITCHCRAF' AN' THEY WAS MO' 

PEOPLE BELIEVIN' IN WITCHCRAF'. 
(Mm hm.) 
An' now they ' s the youngah generation do not believe in it . An '  if the oldah 

generation not say anythin' about witchcraf' they will not believe in it. 
(I see.) 
They, the nation o'  the world now would come on up without believin' tha' 

witchcraf' -----� 
{I see, I see.) 
But, uh, now the youngah generation today __ ��--�[u:n�c�l�e=a�r�]�----��--��

youngah peoples they would say, uh, ah'll go an ' have mah fortune tol'. Well, 
now they's youngah peoples nowadays that believe in tha'. 

{Mm hm. ) 
The one thin' fo' wha ' they want. 
{Mm hm.) 

a teenagah or maybe a man, uh, gittin1 ready to marry, he gonna ���:--
have his fortune tol' this to see whet hah he get him a good wife, or  
what , she gittin' a good husband or somethin' like tha'. But othah than tha ' 
far as witchcraf '  or doin' somethin' these youngah generation they don' t  think 
about that. 

{Uh huh.) 
Tha's not even in they motto. 
(Why is it on televis ion they have so many witch pictures?) 
Well, tha's jus' showin' wha' evil tha' the world can afford. 
{I see.) 
It ain't nothin' to it. 
{I see.) 
Ain't nothin ' could do. 
{Mm hm.) 
Like, uh , they say a witch ride yo'. 
{Yeah.) 
OH, SINCE ONE THEY USE TO SAY TO CATCH THE WITCH, UH, LIKE THE WITCH 

[bothering or riding] YO', SAY GET UP AN' TAKE YOUR [bottle] AND TAKE THE TOP 
OFF O' THE [bottle] AN' CARRY IT AROUN' YO' 9 TIMES AN' STOP IT UP. AN' SAY AN' 
THA' PERSON WILL COME TO YO' THE NEX' DAY AN 1 BEG YO 1 [to open bottle] SAY AS 
LONG AS YO 1 KEEP THE TOP ON THA 1 BOTTLE THA 1 PERSON WILL GET SICKLY AN' POOR, 
AN' THEY THEY [ begin } TO BEGGIN' YO', COME TO YO 1 BEGGIN' YO ' TO TAKE THE TOP 
OFF THE BOTTLE TO TURN 'EM LOOSE. 

(NOW WAIT A MINUTE. SHOW ME BOW YOU MEAN? YOU CARRY AROUND • • •  ) 
CARRY IT AROUN ' • • •  
{WAIT • • •  YOU TAKE • • •  YOU PUT THE BOTTLE IN ONE HAND AND YOU PUT IT TO YOUR BACK 

AND YOU PICK UP THE OTHER END AND KEEP GOING AROUND YOUR BODY 9 TIMES?) 
9 TINES. 
{BEFORE • • •  THAT'S BEFORE YOU PUT THE CORK ON IT?) 
YES. AN' THEN PUT THE CORK ON IT. 
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(THEN PUT THE CORK ON. DO YOU SAY A NYTHING WHILE YOU ' RE CARRYING THIS • • •  
JOUR HAND AROUND THAT WAY?) 
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YES, YO ' SAY, "WIDE A WAKE OL ' WITCH, AH CAUGHT YO ' .  WIDE AWAKE OL' WITCH, AH 
CAUGHT YO'. WIDE A WAKE OL' WITCH, AH CAUGHT YO ' ," 9 TIMES AN' THEN PUT THE TOP 
ON IT. THEN YO ' SHUT THE WITCH UP IN THERE. AN ' SA ID THE PERSON WHOMSOEVAH IT 
WAS THEN THA ' YO' DONE CURED HER FO ' LIFE. 

(I see .) 
A N ' LONG AS THA ' TOP WILL STAY, THA ' STOPPAH WILL STAY ON THA '  BOTTLE SAID 

THEN THA' PERSON WILL GET SICK AN ' GET POOR. AN' THEN HE'LL FIN'LY COME TO YO' 
AN' BEG YO' [to let him out]. 

( I  see.) 
Yo '  see? Well, all tha ' ,  now yo ' ,  yo ' can tell tha' to the youngah generation 

today , they take tha ' fo' fun . 
(I know. ) 
An' they don' believe in nothin ' like tha ' . But in the olden days they did. 
(I know. I know.) 
THEY USE TO TAKE A DIME WHEN LITTLE BABIES BORN, THEY TAKE A DIME AN', UH, 

GIT SOME O' THE SILVAH OFF O '  IT AN' GIVE IT TO, MAKE A TEA, GIVE THE BABY. AN' 
TAKE THE DIME AN' PUT IT AROUN' THE BABY'S NECK. 

(What was that suppose to do?) 
THA ' SUPPOSE TO KEEP THE WITCHCRAF ' OFF 0' THEM. KEEP ' EM FROM BE GETTIN' 

SO THEY CAN NEVAH BE WITCHCRAF '. 
(Oh , they did this at the birth?) 

Yes. Jis' when they was little baby real small. 
( I  see.) 

MAKE A TEA OUT O '  A [ silver ] DIME. AN' YO ' GET SOME O' THE SILVAH OFF A N' 
MAKE A TEA. 

(I see . ) 
AN' GIVE THE BABY THE TEA. A N' THEN TAKE THE DIME AN' PUT IT AROUN' THE 

BABY 'S NECK. 
(I see . ) 
He's suppose to nevah been witchcraf'. 
(I see. Where did you hear these things? Up in, uh, over in Alabama?) 
Albany, Alabama . An' ah heard some o' jus' to talk about it __ =----

Firs ' time ah heard about it was in Greenville ,  South Carolina . Mah uncle was 
talkin ' about it. 

( I  see . ) 
To anothah lady, but, uh • • •  
{Use to have a lot of those o ld sayings . )  
Yes. 
(And you know they ' re becoming rare.) 
Yes . 
(It's hard to , it's hard to find them. You said, "Wide awake old witch • • •  " 

ride what?) 
"Wide awake o l' witch." 
("Wide awake old witch, wide awake old witch.") 
Uh huh. 
(And you say that 9 times . ) 
9 times. 
(Well, that's interesting . I don ' t think I have that among • • •  Are there any 

other things they say , say or do to keep, uh , witch away from you or bad luck 
or any of that sort of thing?) 

YES. THEY, THEY, KEEP THE WITCH AWAY FROM AROUN' YO ' ,  THEY SAY TO TA KE A 
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FORK. 
(Mm hm. ) 
WITH.� U� 4 PRONGS FORK. 
(4 prong?) 
4 prong dinner fork. 
(Uh huh.) 
AN ' YO' TAKE THA ' MIDDLE ONE.� YO ' KNOW? FROM THE 1st.� 2nd AN ' 3rod ONE COUNT.� 

TAKE THA ' ONE AN' BEND IT IN AN ' THEN PUT IT UNDAH YOUR PILLOW. YO ' SLEEP WITH 
THIS UNDAH YOUR PILLOW. ALL RIGHT THEN THE WITCH WON 'T COME. THE WITCH WON ' T 
BOTHAH YO'. 

(Uh huh .) 
But, um, all those thin ' s in those days peoples believed in them an' if yo' 

believe in a thin' witchcraf' it ' ll work. 
(Mm bm.) 
O' course tha's with your min ' . 
( I  know.) 
But such as, uh, witchcraf ' ,  yo' j is '  don't have , yo' don', if they 

don' get. [it] in yo'. 
(Uh huh. ) 
They can ' t hurt yo ' . 
(What are the , what are there things. What are they - what did they 

use to, what other cus toms did they ha ve to pro tect bab ies or things they use 
to do they don't do anymore?) 

Well, ah tell yo ' the thin's they use to do fo' to protect the babies. They, 
now they don't do ' em  because, uh, tha's j us ' , uh, a few , they say tha ' the 
world now is in a dif'runt way. 

(Yes.) 
They don' believe in wha ' would hurt the babies in them time tha' it would 

hurt them now .  Peoples done thought o f  a new item now these days. 
(Uh huh.) 
A new trick. 
(Uh huh.) 
As they call it. They use to - time a baby get 6 weeks o ld they go an' then 

they have 'em christened in the church then they go an' they cant to the Rabbi . 
An' the Rabbi say the lifetime blessed prayah ovah them. 

(Uh huh.) 
An '  hang the little on his neck. 
(Uh huh . )  
Well , he's suppose to  b e  a free chile. He ' s  suppose to be free of all sin. 

He's suppose to be all beyond witchcraf' . 
(Yes, uh huh. This is the Rabbi that did that?) 
Yes.  
(For a Jewish child? ) 
Fo' a Jewish chile. 
(I see . )  
Well, now, um, sometime those children, uh, has wha ' they come up to b e  is 

they have to grow up to what they seek. 
(How can you tell what, what occupation the child is going to have when he 

grows up?) 
No. 
(Well, they use to do certain things to find out.) 
Yes, but, uh, they use to jus' like they'll put down a pencil. 
(A pencil'?) 
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An' then they'll put down a dollah bill. 
(A dollar?) 
Then they'll put down a silver 50¢. 
(A [silver piece) of  50¢?) 
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Mm bm. An' then yo', if it's a boy yo' see wha' he'll get . Mos' generally 
ev' rytime tha' boy will pull tha' pencil . 

(Mm hm.) 
Ah don' know why ,  but they do. An' if it a girl • • •  

(What' s the pencil mean?) 
Well, if it a pencil he gonna have a bus iness min'. 
(Oh, I see. And what does the other • • •  ?) 
He gonna be a bus iness man . 
(All r ight what do the o ther things mean?) 
Well, if it' s money , he's gonna be a gamblah. 
(I see . )  
If he pull tha ' money , he's gonna be a gamblah . 
See? 
(I see . And what was the other article they put down? ) 
Well they , they put down like a pencil an' a 50¢ an' a papah dollah. A girl 

now , a baby , uh, this have been tried an' peoples have bettin' money on this tha' 
it wouldn ' happen .  Put down a 50¢ an' put down a dollah, the girl baby picks 
tha' dollah all the time. 

(Uh huh . ) 
Ah don ' know how tha ' they know money. Look like they was too little to know 

money, but they did it anyhow . 
(I see.) 
Because the ways • • •  

(What does a paper dollar mean , if you pick up the paper dollar?) 
Well , the girl pick up the papah dollah tha' mean she' s gonna be home an ' 

look fo' the husban' to bring the money all time an ' not try an' even to make 
none. 

(I see. I see.) 
Tha's wha' tha' mean. 
(I see . I see . )  
Jus' • • •  

(What if a boy picks a paper dollar? What would it  be?) 
Well , he picks a papah dollah come some day he may be a millionaire . 
(Oh good , goo d ,  fine . )  
It ' s  suppose to • • • 

(He' ll make money.) 
He ' ll make money . 
(He'll make money. Mm hm. I see. Do you ever hear of a child, they do cer

tain things to them then they can grow? They use to think years ago that some
body put a spell on a child so he can't grow.) 

Uh, yes, but uh • • •  

(Did you ever hear of that?) 
Uh, uh • • •  

(People are s tunted . )  
Well , there's no such thing tha ' a person could stunt another person. 
(Did you ever hear of anything they do or • • •  ? )  
They can have an ailment a got ev'rybody in the family are tall au' 

yo ' want to your family to bein ' lowah. So when the child get 3 feet yo' 
take him to a tree in the woods an' yo' nail a nail an '  yo' bore a hole fo' it 
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an ' yo ' put the nail in the tree an' pull the hole - pull the nail out then yo ' 
bo ' this hole so he nevah would grow tall . 

(They won ' t ,  he won ' t • • •  ) 
Won ' t be  real tall . 
(This child will no t grow real tall then . ) 
That ' s  r ight . Same thin ' as when yo ' wanna s tart lowahin ' your family , keep 

them from bein ' tall , all tha ' is , uh , tha ' s from the olden days . 
( I  see . )  
But still , uh , these days ah see mighty heap o '  ' em  go an ' bore holes . 
( Laughs . )  
Mighty heap o '  lit tle ones tha ' didn '  even know about those thin ' s .  Mighty 

heap o '  lit tle midgets an ' lit tle an ' __________ __ 
(Uh huh . ) 
So tha ' s why we can not always go by wha ' we hear . We have to  know these 

thin ' s . 
(Did you ever hear about a child being b ir thmarked? The mother did something 

and the child is  marked? ) 
Yes . 
( Tell me an example - l ike you heard a story about it  - that sort of  thing . )  
Yes , yes , ah heard the s tory an' ah , uh , seen about a child being marked . Ah 

know in , uh , right out of , uh , Montgomery , Alabama was a woman an ' uh child , she 
had twins an ' one o '  ' em look j is '  precisely like , half o '  him, one part o ' , half 
o '  his face was human an ' the o thah half looked kinda like a goat . 

(Oh . ) 
Tha ' j us '  wha ' it  was the o thah half . An ' they say she marked him . Wel l ,  now 

she was carryin ' both o '  those kids at the same time . 
(Uh huh . ) 
How could she mark tha ' one an ' didn ' mark the o thah? 
( I  don ' t know . )  
See ?  
(Well ,  did they say how she marked it ? )  
Well , they say she laughed a t  the goat when they was killin ' the goat s .  
( She laughed while they were killing the goat s ? ) 
Yes , while they was killin ' the goats . 
(Uh huh . )  
Gettin '  the goats up to kill , killin ' the goats , she laughed . 
( I  see . )  
An ' said tha ' s made the mark . But look like if i t  woulda made the mark on 

tha '  par ticular twin , tha ' look like it woulda marked both o '  them . 
( I  would think so . )  
But the o thah one wasn ' . 
( I  see . How long ago was tha ' suppose  to have happened? )  
Tha ' was in 1933 . 
( I  see . I s  this in the newspaper ? )  
No , this was ah see ' d  this . 
( Oh ,  did you see the child? )  
Ah see ' d  the chile . 
(Well , what did the child look like then ? ) 
Wel l ,  it  j is '  half o '  this one s ide o '  his face looked like a goat an ' the 

o thah side was human , tha ' s all.  
(Well , the one s ide of  the face was sort of  deformed? )  
Yes , kinda deformed an ' ah mean it j us '  look j us '  like a billy goat . 
(Oh, I see . Did it  have a horn on his head? ) 
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Didn' have no horn but i t  didn ' , his ear was bent ovah like that . 
(Oh , hi s ear was bent over . )  
An' then this part o ' his nos e  j is '  like a goat . J is '  this whole side . 
(The whole s ide . )  
Formed j is '  l ike a goat . 
(I see . Uh huh . )  
But • • •  
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(Did the child make any noises or  act like a goat or anything of that sort ? )  
No, he ji s '  was a fool chile . He didn ' play with nobody . 
(He • • • ) 
He nevah when he growed up , he didn '  grow up mixin '  an ' playin ' w ith the o thah 

children . 
(Sort of queer ? )  
Jis ' queer. 
(I see . I see . ) 
An ' so, um tha ' mark on the child , uh , it has to be in hatred [ ? ] . 
(Yes . )  
Ah think tha ' , uh , the God ,  uh , do no t ,  uh , ma rk a chile . His , uh , somet ime 

tha' the, oh , parents coulda did some thin ' . [ There used to be a belief that God 
marked a baby to punish the parents . A horrible view of God ! Equally bl asphe
mous is the belief that God sends a deform ed child to give you something to  
love! ] 

(Mm hm . ) 
An', uh , the Lord ev ' ryone suf fah in the way tha ' he will have them to 

do. Now tha ' woman coulda not did nothin ' . But it  coulda been her parents or 
her grandparents . 

(Mm hm.) 
But on down the line he give her this here deformed chile . 
(Mm hm . )  
An' uh , she would have t o  s e e  tha ' chile a s  l ong a s  she l ive . 
(Mm hm.) 
See? But tha' wasn ' her s in ,  tha ' wasn ' some th in ' she done . Coulda been 

somethin'  tha ' the back [ ances tors ] done . 
(Oh, yes . )  
Because in these , them time tha ' , uh , from the generation o '  them time to 

reach back sin from the ol ' parent way back to their children ' s  chi ldr en ' s  
children . 

( I  see . )  
But now, 
(I kn ow .  
An', uh , 
(Mm hm .) 

uh , the peoples don ' t believ e  in tha' . 
I know.)  

we have to  thsse days now , we  jus ' thin k  to  ourselves. 

Think today fo' today, an ' tomo�ow fo' tomorrow. [ This sounds l ike a prov-
erb . ] 

(I see . )  
Because , uh, your sin now i s  on yo ' .  Mah sin is  on me . 
(Mm.) 
But ol ' p eoples use to come an ' shake they fingah at yo ' an ' tell yo ' such an' 

suah a thin ' ,  an ' tell yo ' such an ' such a thin'  gonna happen befo' the sun goes  
down . They see ' d  tha ' , they knowed tha ' . An ' it did  happen .  

(I see . Mm hm.) 
Why they was livin ' the right way an ' then , then they knowed tha ' God , uh , 

wha ' was gonna happen they knowed because [unclear] 
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But now these days they so wicked an ' wil ' ,  the o ldah peoples cannot tell the 
young generation no thin ' because they don ' have to or 
no thin ' fo ' the young generation to go by . 

(Mm hm . )  
So this made ,  tha ' woman yo ' see ,  uh , tha ' was way back maybe to , mighta been 

her grandfathahs somethin ' to the gran ' mothah . An' the gran ' parents trouble . 
But she the one tha ' have to suffah with i t ,  yo ' see? 

[I temporarily end interview . Several days later we begin again . ] 

(Uh,  1970, this is the voice of Harry Middleton Hyatt  and , uh , I ' m  talking to 
Mrs . Davis in order to , uh , to redo that last  story she told - couple days ago 
about the seal . )  

( This was a vision? ) 
Yes it was . Tha ' s right . 
(Get a b i t  closer. In case any b ig truck goes by or anything makes a big 

nois e ,  j us t  s top [ talking ] for a second , I mean • • •  ) 
[Let me explain the conditions . We are at the Davis home next door to Mr . 

Cubby . Without air conditioning or electric fan we had to sit near the screen 
door o f  the front porch . Highway noises and noisy sparrows in the ceilingless 
front porch were a cons tant nuisance . Mr . Cubby and I will speak later about 
this noi se problem on another cas set te . I merely ask Mrs . Davis to move nearer 
the microphone and to cease talking momentarily when a truck or rackety car 
passes . Remember , we are almos t s i tting in the s treet anyway . ]  

So tha ' was a dream [ several lines ago she agreed that it had been a vision ] 
about the seal an ' the lady was runnin ' me in mah dream.  

( I  see . ) 
An', uh , ah dreamed tha ' , tha ' she was runnin ' me , an ' then ah went to dif-

frunt places , an ' ev ' rywhere ah went seem to be tha ' she come an ' fin '  me . 
(Uh huh . ) 
So ah dream tha ' fo ' several time . On , an ' on an ' on , time aftah time . 
(Did this go for a period of weeks , days or weeks , or months , or what? ) 
Well it  went ovah a period of months . 
(Uh huh . I see ,  months . )  

An' then uh , the las ' t ime ah dream it , it  worried me so bad ah didn '  seem 
to know wha ' to s top it  from bothahin ' me . Ah didn ' know why it was • • •  

(Mm. ) 
• • •  or wha ' was it . 
(Mm hm . )  

An' ah know tha ' to mahself tha ' , uh , i t  wasn ' nothin ' tha ' ah had did to 
be uh , said as , uh , ol ' uh , chasah[? ] ins tinct .  Tha ' it some thin ' of  evil sp irit 
or somethin ' .  Ah dreamt in the night , way in the night an ' ah get up an ' go 
right an ' got this plywood an ' get me a pencil an ' drawed the picture o '  this 
woman on this seal . 

( I  see.) 
An' as ah drawed this p icture , with this pencil , ah kept it on this plywood 

fo ' 5 or 6 months befo ' ah can decide how ah wanted to make a p icture of it . 
(I see . )  
So then ah , uh , de cided to make the picture with blue Milk o '  Magnesia bot

tles, beer bot tles , an ' windah glas s from a church tha ' they repaired the win
dabs. An ' I go t the glass from,  uh, McCoy ' s  Methodis t Church . 

(I see.)  
Uh, located at 9 th S treet an ' 4th Avenue , south of  St . Peter . 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork -

(What color was that glass? )  
The glass was shadow blue . 
(Oh, mm hm, I see . ) 

4583 

An', uh, so then , uh, ah made this picture an ' , uh , did a lot o' hand paint-
in ' • • •  

(Mm hm.) 
• • •  to bring it out. 
(I see.) 
An', uh, aftah then, on down yeahs, months aftah months , it didn' seem to 

bo thah me no mo ' .  
( I  see . )  
So then, uh, ah jus' taken i t  to mahself it mus ta been some kind of evil 

sp iri t. 
(Mm hm.) 
Because ah was afraid in mah sleep. 
(I see . )  
An '  tha's why ah say i t  was a evil spirit .  
(I see, Did you have a fear, you have a fear when you're asleep ? It ' s  part 

of an evil spirit ,  is  that the idea? ) 
Yes , tha ' s wha' ah think . Uh, if part of , uh, when yo ' be afear in your 

dreams, uh, i t ' s a evil spirit . 
(Uh huh . I see.) 
I t ' s  eithah somethin ' tha ' yo' have , uh, done , uh, eithah it's somethin ' tha ' 

yo' suppose to do an' don' do . 
( I  see . I see.) 
An ' ,  uh, at the 'po inted time when yo ' do these thin ' s  tha ' , if it's some

thin ' tha ' yo' suppose to do . 
(Yeah . )  
An' ' um, this evil spirit abothahin ' yo', an ' keeps on abothahin ' yo ' ,  an' 

yo ' do these thin's , then tha ' evil sp irit - if it a evil thin' an' yo ' do tha ' 
evil thin' , tha ' evil spirit begin to disappear . 

(I see.) 
An' don' bo thah yo ' .  
( I  see. I see . )  
An' if there's a good portion par t o' the spirit if yo ' do tha' it still won' 

bo thah yo ' anymo' eithah, because tha' is j is' a remindah. 
(I  see . )  
Tha ' s the way ah figgah ,  tha' it j us' a remindah, 
(I see,) 
(Now Mrs . Davis has retold that s tory and I want to make this 

a notation that after she told that story, uh , we are having her 
s tory because the tape sort of j erked. And some of the parts of  
los t on the original tape . But after the s tory we went outside . 
the picture and we went out and we photographed it. And this is 
in the I llustration. Now did you tell me, was it connec ted with 
that you saw? This woman with the seal?) 

Yes . 
(You saw a light first? ) 

addition here, 
retelling the 
the s tory were 

She showed me 
the photograph 
the light that 

Yes, yes . Ah saw the light then ah followed the light. Ah followed the 
light an ' suddenly the light disappeared an' ah go t los' . 

(You got lost? ) 
Go t los' because no mo' light to see. An' when ah was followin' the light 

ah thought it was someone tha ' was comin' up in the service as ah was . An '  ah 
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was tryin' to catch up with them. Well, finally they lef ' me by mah home. 
[What service? Military service?] 

(Oh , I see.) 
An' then the light disappeared . When the light disappeared then ah was 

comp letely los ' .  
( This has something to do with the seal, woman in the seal story?) 
Well, no , no . 
(This is  a different story?) 
This is a dif'runt story. 
(This is a different story , I see . I see . )  

CUT IN TAPE 

(You have never done this type of painting , this glass work b efore? ) 
No , tha' s mah firs ' .  
(Well , how did you happen to think about doing this? ) 
Well ah, ah don ' know , it j is '  come in mah min ' . Tha ' s why ah kept it so 

long . 
(I see. ) 
Decided wha' colah would bring it  out wha' could ah do it the cheapest way . 
(I see . Now is this the, this is, is this what you call the • • •  ?) 
Shadow blue. 
(Shadow S • • •  H • • •  A • • •  D • • •  O • • •  W ••• shadow blue?) 
Tha ' s right . 
( I  see. Shadow blue , not shallow?) 
Shadow. 
( Shadow, shadow blue.) 
Tha's right . 
( It ' s  a light , sort of a light grayish b lue . )  
Yes . 
(And here ' s  a very dark b luish glas s ,  which is the , uh • • • ) 
Milk of Magnesia bottle . 
(That's the Magnesia bottle . What ,  how did , what did you , what did you stick 

this in on the wood? ) 
Uh, tha ' s  with plain , uh, cement glue . 
(Oh, cement glue , you put on the wood . ) 
Tha ' s  r ight . 
(Then you put these pieces of glass to make the outline . )  
Tha' s right. 
(First  you made the outline in p encil.)  
Tha ' s right . 
(And then you , it took you a long time to know what to do • • •  ) 
NO� NO� NO� NO. NOs IT DIDN' TAKE ME NO LONG TIME WITH THE PENCIL. (5 no's 

in 1 line!!] 
( I  know. ) 
Tha ' j is ' right away with the pencil . 
(But it  took you some time b efore you decided to fill it with glass or • • •  ? )  
Well it took me a time befo' ah decided wha ' colah tha '  ah wanted in the 

cheapes t  way. 
(Oh , I see . And some of  this, some of this red and yellow and green , those 

are put in by ordi • • • • •  with ordinary paint?) 
Yes, ah had them hand painted . 
(I see. And , uh, by the way this, this picture of this woman was a white 
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woman that was after you . ) 
Yes , yes , tha ' s the way i t  was .  
(Yes , I see . Now, what about those horses ? )  
Well , tha ' s the hors e ,  the , the horse dream was a dream tha ' , uh , uh , the 

dream tha ' he had , me an ' mah bro thah . An ' so uh , WE HAD THE SAME DREAM AT THE 
SAME TIME AN ' WE WAS IN DIF 'RUNT PLACES. 

(Oh ,  yes . Uh huh . ) 
An '  so he was tellin ' me his dream about the ridin ' the hors e ,  the horses 

come an' uh , he was on the horse so now the horse was white . An' they was a 
black one , so , uh , they give him a choose to wha ' horse he wanted an ' so he 
choose the b lack horse . An '  the same did ah . 

(Mm hm . ) 
But when we got to thi s gate we was on the white horse . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' so then we , uh , got togethah , I an ' him an ' we dis cus s this dream tuh

gethah . 
(Mm hm . )  
An '  he s aid , "Well , i t ' s the same thin ' . "  So  he said , "Uh , "  to me , said , 

"Uh , what yo ' think about it?"  Ah said , "Ah don ' know . "  Ah said , "Well , look 
like we woulda choose the white horse . "  HE SAID, "WELL, IN MAH DREAM, " HE SAID, 
"AH CHOOSE THE BLACK HORSE, BUT WHEN, UH, GOT TO THE GATE THE HORSE OUT FROM ME 
WAS A WHITE HORSE AND THE BLACK HORSE WAS BEHIND. " 

(Mm hm. ) 
AH SAID, "WELL, WHEN AH GOT TO THE GATE AH CHOOSE THE BLACK HORSE AN ' WHEN 

AH GOT TO THE GATE AH WAS ON THE WHITE HORSE AN ' THE BLACK HORSE WAS BEHIND. " 
AN ' AH SAID, "WELL, WHA ' SIGN IS THA ' ? " HE SAID, "WELL, ALL AH GOT TO TELL YO ', 
UH, KNOW ABOUT IT IS SOMEBODY GOING. " AH SAID, "WELL, YO ' DON ' KNOW. " HE SAID, 
"WELL, THERE 'S SOMEBODY GOIN ' . " 

(Mm hm. ) 
AH SAID, "WELL. " SO THEN HE WENT. 
(Mm hm .) 
SEE, HE PASSED AWAY. 
(I see . )  
But tha ' was ,  uh, about ,  uh , ovah a year an ' 6 months • • •  

( I  see . )  
• • •  befo ' he did pass . 
(Now he , you both didn ' t go to a gate . You went to a gate . )  
Went to the gate , see ah was on this horse but they gave me a choose which 

horse tha ' ah wanted to r ide . 
(Yes . )  

An '  ah wanted to r ide the black horse . 
( I  see . )  
But ah go t  on the black horse an ' ah was ridin ' the black horse but when ah 

became ,  got to the gate where they ' re suppose to go in it , the black horse had , 
what ah was on, turned white an' the black horse was behind me . 

(Mm hm. I see . )  
So the horse , uh ,  change the colah whilst  I was on there an ' ah nevah knowed 

it ' til ah got to the gate . 
( I  see . I see . And he , he , he didn ' go to the gate . He did some thin ' else . 

Did he go to a gate? ) 
He went to the ,  he went to the gate but the black horse suppose to went 

to the watah . 
( I  see . )  
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An ' the white horse went to the gate but tha ' s when we choose the black 
horse . Because of the black horse . We dreamed the same thin ' . 

( I  see . What about the black horse with the white stripe  around i t ?  What 
was that? ) 

An '  he changed all ovah . 
(Oh ,  he changed all over . )  
Changed all ovah . 
(Oh, that was at the beginning . )  
Tha ' was at the beginning . 
(That was your dream? ) 
Mm hm. 
(When you first dreamt it , it  was a black horse with a white stripe around it .)  
Tha ' s right . 
(And then he changed to what?)  
To white . 
( To a white horse . )  
To white , tha ' s the onlies t part  tha ' had the white s tripe aroun' it . Well 

he didn ' t have anythin ' to do with the white one . Ah nevah remembah him changin' 
white ' til ah got to the gate . 

( I  see . I see . )  
An '  then he had changed . 
(And then , then you had that dream and then you talked to your brother and 

then • • •  ) 
Say he had the same one . 
(He had the same dream except • • •  ) 
The same dream . 
(Same dream except that , uh • • •  ) 
He was goin '  to the watah an ' ah was goin ' on to the gate . 
(You were going to the gate . I see . He was going to the water and you were 

going to the gate . And what did you say , what , what did you say that the mean
ing was , uh • • •  ?) 

Wel l ,  the meaning was ,  we was , we the government was suppose to  call . 
But we didn ' know . An' , uh , we wanted to discuss , we did discuss in real life , 
ah an ' him about this . 

(Yes . )  
An '  ah asked him tha ' , uh , wha ' he think about the dream? He said , "Well , ah 

don '  know , " said , "one thing all ah got to say about the whole thin ' , "  said , 
" somebody go in ' . Then ah will go to the meet in ' . "  Ah s aid , "Well , yo ' go to 
the meetin ' an ' ah gonna go . "  So we didn ' think anymo ' about it . 

(Mm hm. )  
An ' he lef ' an ' went back to where he lived at an ' ah was s till livin ' here , 

see? 
( I  see , ·I see . )  
An ' , uh , when he came back he came back here to live . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' , uh , we often on carried an ' on about this dream . 
( I  see , I s ee . )  
So fin ' ly when he said , uh , "Wel l ,  somebody goin' . "  An ' ah s aid , "Well ,  ah 

don ' know wha '  yo ' mean about . "  An '  he said , "Well ,  somebody go in ' • " He said 
he feel it . 

( I  see . )  
An '  so he did go . When he did pas s ah said , "Ah will have no mo ' o '  tha ' . "  
( I  see . I see . )  
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Tha ' was the , uh , the • • •  
(This happened only a few years ago ? )  
A few years ago . 
( I  see . ) 
He passed all o f  us goin ' . Uh ,  a year ago . This August will be the , August 

11 of this year will be 2 years . 
(Oh , yes . Uh huh . And that other , this picture was about a couple of years 

ago too wasn ' t  i t ? )  
Yes . Yes . 
(Uh huh . ) 
All that was , uh , all in the same year .  
( I  see . Do you , do you have , did you have , uh , a number o f  dreams about 

horses during your lifetime ? )  
Well , in mah lifetime , uh , ah have , uh , lots of vision dreams of  things about 

horses . 
{Uh huh . )  
An ' then , uh , about,  uh , swimmin ' in the watah . Horse is swimmin ' in the 

watah an ' ah am ridin ' him but ah seem to , ev ' rytime ah see somethin ' like tha ' ,  
the Lord shows me somethin ' like tha ' his , his are ,  uh , um, kind of a 
token of a dream. 

(Oh yes . ) 
One mean ahead of time ah ' m gonna lose somebody out o '  mah family . 
( I  see . )  
Someone outa mah family gonna pass . 
( I  see . )  
So , uh , when ah have those dreams , ah , ah , ah wat ches ' em  ah gets up an ' ah 

puts ' em down sometime on [paper ] an ' ah watch dose dreams . 
(Mm hm . )  
Sometime it be a year . Sometime it  be 2 years . 
( I  see . )  
But if somethin ' pass  j is ' exactly like the dream. 
( I  see . ) 
So whenevah something pass it  don ' t bothah me . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
An' all o '  mah , uh , death tha ' ah ' ve had in mah family ah don ' seem to take 

it hard because , uh , ah know one day we was born to die . 
( I  see . )  
An ' , uh , the Lord showed i t  to me ahead . 
( I  see . )  
An '  now ah don ' worry about i t .  
( I  see . Well , that ' s  fine . Now I think • • •  [ this must b e  the end of  the in

terview . 1 
[But let me add a final word about this dream or vision picture , comparing it 

with one of  several retold or warmed over s tories . They are never quite the same 
as the originals . Take a look at margin title PROFESSOR FRANK OF NEW ORLEANS 
(No . 42 7 ,  p . l2 8 ,  v . l) . This  story as it stands is excellent , but much of the 
teller ' s former awe and details were los t by repetition. As you can see by the 
whole interview,  our second version here would no t be a XEROX copy of the first  
one . And that firs t one I remembered quite well . No , I was not trying to trap 
my informant by re-recording and comparing . That I had never done . Doubter 
that I am ,  I s till realize , "The wind bloweth where it listeth • • •  so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit . " ]  

[Now turn the page for the psychic experiences o f  a white school teacher . ] 
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THIS WHITE WOMAN AN ACCREDITED SCHOOL TEACHER 
THEN WORKING IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY 

DESCRIBES OCCASIONAL GLIMPSES OF SPIRIT WORLD 
A RARE AND POIGNANT EXPERIENCE 

[My only j us tification for including this interview in volume 5 is the spirit 
basis o f  the hoodoo field itself , spirits permanently o ccupying the first 164 
pages of HOODOO to emphasize this point and thereafter s cat tered throughout 
these 5 volumes . In addition , informant actually tells about a childhood ac
quaintance who frequently came to school crying - the reason being hoodoo . This 
interview was recorded in the director ' s  or informant ' s  of fice , my assis tant Mr . 
Clarence Cubby being with me and absent only several minutes while he went to 
our car for ano ther cassette . ]  

[You will notice Mr . Cubby does not ask a question during the interview . He 
will give his reason later when we alone discus s the mat ter . But we should also 
know he is  the son of a clergyman , has himself p reached and expressed the possi
bility of  entering the ministry . He realized at once this was not our ordinary 
interview but a pas toral visitation - I am an Episcopalian clergyman , you know , 
and was wearing a clerical collar . And finally , I did not seek informant ; she 
asked for an interview through Mr . Cubby ' s sister . ] 

HYATT (This is July 2 ,  1970 , S t .  Petersburg , Florida . Mr . Cubby and I are 
going to interview a teacher , a teacher about an experience she had . Now will 
you please tell j us t  what happened? ) 

TEACHER This took place at my mother ' s  house . They leased this great , huge 
Southern Colonial home in the middle of an Orange Grove in Indian River country . 
I ' m  giving you the background because it is peculiar to this true story , the 
setting is important . 

I t ' s a very large three-story home . And they were new to the locale , so they 
had heard no thing or no s tories or anything about the home or the territory . 
This was a former home of  a senator , Florida senator , who is deceased now - for 
the pas t  couple of years , I guess about the time this happened . [He had died 
several year s before this happ ened . ]  And we moved into the home . I was staying 
there with my mother at the time . In fac t we were there a couple of weeks b efore 
we started ob serving very s trange things that we couldn ' t explain . I ' m going to 
tell them to you in the way that we , I can rememb er that we noticed them . 

And the f irst thing was that my daughter was visiting me and we were sitting 
in the f ront b edroom - the house is built in wings - and she came and sat by my 
bed . And she was from Orlando and she said , " I' m  going back later today . "  And 
I said,  "That ' s  j us t  great . "  I said ,  "Come on lie back down it ' s  early . Let ' s  
j ust take a leisurely morning . "  So , about that time we heard brakes screaming 
and squealing and all kinds o f  terrible no ise out in front . And this is right 
off a very busy highway , a main highway . 

So we j umped up and ran outside and there was nothing in sight , no thing at 
all - there was nothing , no commotion , no traffic or anything . So we went back 
in the bedroom and had been s itting there a few minutes and all of a sudden this 
terrible noise again. We thought that someone had thrown [ something ]  through -
we have about ten or twelve p icture windows on two of  the wings on each side of  
the house . 

And we thought someone had thrown something agains t the window and crashed 
it , because you could j ust  hear glass tinkling for age s  you know . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4589 

So we ran out again , ran back over to the window , went outside , went all 
around the house . There was nothing . She said, "Mother somebody here don ' t 
like me . "  She says , " I ' m  gonna leave . "  And we left ' cause we were new at the 
house you know. And this was a big j ol t . But it was j ust too real b ecause we 
thought we even f el t  the vibrations . So she left . 

And about two , five minutes later the driveway that she had pulled [her car ] 
out in and circled the house , there was a terrible collision there , j us t  as she 
had cleared it and gotten away from there . And possibly , if she ' d  been leaving 
a little later , you know, she could have been involved .  And [ formerly ] there 
were three people killed [ there ] and o f  course they wound up in our front yard 
because they hit a tree . Now , there ' s  an old legend to this tree . 

This senator had a will drawn up that no one could ever cut these oaks down . 
They frame the house at bo th ends . And the highway came around there and he did 
no t want them removed . Bu t eventually there were so many people killed there 
and - within a two week span we saw sixteen people killed f rom those trees . And 
the s trange thing is there was - this all took place months later that things be
gan to fall in p lace . [Months later " things began to fall in place . " ]  

A man came out to fog the area [ to do something with the vegetation spray? ] . 
And he told me a lit tle tale about why he thought the senator wanted these trees 
there was a matter of spite . And there had been many people killed on them be
fore we even moved there and when the senator did l ive there . And they had tried 
to ge t him to have them taken out b efore and he wouldn ' t . And I couldn ' t  tell 
you how many lives , but I can tell you one s that I know about . And I can only 
tell you what we were told , there were a great number of  people killed on this  
tree . 

(Was it  j ust one tree? ) 
No there was a tree at each end of the house . Now when I say house I ' m 

speaking of the grounds . This was an e s tate , mind you , and a b eautiful orange 
grove . But bordering this were these two gigantic oaks at each end of the prop
erty . And af ter this , after the third acc ident , af ter we lived there , the high
way patrol got a petition and went to Tallahasse and i t  took an act of Congress 
or Legislature of some kind and they j us t  set the will aside . And they did re
move the trees . And it did seem to break the accident problem.  

But the hous e  itself had many we ird things .  And we had been there only a day 
or two until we kept f inding , starting from the kitchen , thru the dining room 
and the butlers pantry , and on through to the staircase - and the hous e was all 
carpeted - lit tle tiny spots of fresh blood . This would be in the morning when 
we would get up . And we remembered having seen it before but nobody ever got 
curious enough to investigate . We thought something was being tracked in you 
know . _ So after the third or fourth morning my mother got down and she called 
me and she said , "Ernestine , I want to show you something weird . "  Said , "Look 
at this . "  And she had wiped some up on her fingers ,  then she had gotten a tis
sue and blo t ted i t ,  and we dis covered that it was really blood . 

So we had a do g ,  and this is ano ther tale , but it is all intermingled . 
So we did not know that the dog had been in the house and my mother s tarted 

investigating each member of the house , ques tioning , "Have you had the dog in
side?"  It  turned ou t the dog had not been inside . We thought possibly he had 
a bur in his foot or an inj ured foot [ to cause the blood ] . 

So  we saw to it  that the dog did not come into the house . And this continued 
for some time , for a mat ter of weeks every morning when we get up . And then 
that would go away . During the day these things , these spo ts would disappear . 
But the next morning they would be fresh . And f resh enough that you could actu
ally wipe this b lood up . 
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(And you saw this? )  
Oh yes , I saw this . 
(Mm hm. ) 
The entire family saw i t .  And my father refused to believe what he saw .  And 

then there were numerous people who did see it . 
(Mm hm . ) 
And we were all , we saw it but we didn ' t try to clar ify it in our minds . It 

was something you couldn ' t explain . So we didn ' t try to . And my mo ther opened 
a bus iness  wi thin s everal miles of the house .  Eventually some things were to ld 
us that begin to tie in . But we knew no thing of this at the time . 

(Mm hm. ) [ These 3 Mm hms mean I do no t believe in the supernatural , even God 
is natural . Informant had these preceding experiences and more to come , but how 
and why I must leave to the experts . ]  

And let s see , the next s trange thing was • • •  

(Now was there a story behind this blood? ) 
Well I ' m gonna tell you what we know of  the background . 
( Good . )  
The next thing that we had any problem with or that star tled us I was talking 

to - my mo ther was up stairs and I was sitting downstairs . And I thought for a 
minute that my mo ther was talking to me . And then I realized it was exactly the 
way my mother spoke but it wasn ' t her voice , it was a man ' s voice I could hear . 
And it seemed to come from the dining room but only above the dining room [ and ] 
ups tairs . And it took a while for it to soak in that this really wasn ' t  my 
mo ther , because the information and everything was the same as she us ed . And 
even used my name , called me by name and said something to me . And f inally when 
it dawned on me it couldn ' t be her , I wen t to the s tairs and said , "Mother were 
you talking to me ? "  11No , "  she said she wasn ' t .  "Why?"  Well I didn ' t exp lain 
to her then but later I did . 

And as i t  turned out this had happened to other people in the family . None 
of us want ed to tell anybody else because we couldn ' t  explain to anyone . 

A few days or evenings later about 11 o ' clock one evening she was going to 
this place , her business was on the highway and it was opened all twenty- four 
hours a day . So she was going in one evening and she called me up here , she 
said , " I  don ' t know but I ' ve got a strange feeling , "  she says , " there ' s  somebody 
around here . "  And she said , " I ' ve looked and looked and , "  and she said , "I don ' t 
have an exp lanat ion . But I ' d  like for you to be here wi th me un til I ' ve finished 
dres sing . "  

So I sat down in a chair facing the hall . As I looked out into the hall i t  
was a bedroom , another bedroom door in my v i ew ,  that belonged t o  my s ister and 
the door was open , but all of a sudden the door s lammed until it split the frame 
around the door . And o f  cour se thi s  s tartled us and we screamed . So  I ' m fairly 
scientific in mind . And I thought that there was a draft and someone had lef t  a 
window [ open ] , this was in the wintertime and the house was clo s ed and heated . 
So we went in , we went through the en tire bedroom . Under the beds and the b i t  
through the closet , everything . No windows open , nothing , no draft .  So we 
closed the door this time and came back and oh , within five minutes the door 
slammed open again and it had a good sturdy lo ck and [ it was an ] old fashion 
heavy door . And it opened again �nd slammed with a violence . And we didn ' t 
tarry long . We managed to get out and go to where my father was . And we told 
him of  course he fel t this was j us t  something that couldn ' t be explained . 

This particular thing didn ' t happen again but , enough , wait a minute . [ She 
pauses thoughtfully . ]  The , this did happen again , too , because my mother found 
that if she burned a light in this room that this did no t happen . This is how 
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it was . And as long as there was a light on , everything was at peace . But if 
she ever closed that door and there was no light in that room,  then there were 
very weird things . 

All right , so now let me tell you we began to f ind , the next thing my mo ther 
thought was she should have a good dog for protection . So she went out and 
bought the mos t  vicious German shepherd . He was suppose to be trained . And 
the dog came to us in this manner . But within a couple of  nights he was a com
p lete coward .  He would hide behind all the trees . Tuck his tail between his 
legs and let out a yelp and j us t  holler . And j ust  go and hide any place under 
the house , behind the tree . You should see the grounds because they were , there 
was an old swamp way back in back of the house . And you would hear some very 
eerie noises . But this dog ,  I remind you , had been trained as a watch dog and 
a killer . He was a vicious dog . Then he got so he wouldn ' t  eat , he refused to 
eat . And he acted like he was grieving or some thing , he really just acted scared 
to death , j ust to tell the truth about it . My mother had to lock him in the 
utility room because she was , she felt so sorry for him. And he withered away 
until we sent him back because we were afraid he was gonna die . He was dying 
really . And he became vicious again , healthy , and well , when he left the grounds. 

So this is where we began to get the first inkling as to anything about the 
house . And we were discussing it with this engineer from the NASA program. 

(Now, s top right there . How long ago did all this happen? ) 
Well it was when this was very , after , this property [ in which they lived] was 

across  so you could see this b ig building [at NASA program] you know the world ' s  
larges t building? 

(Oh yes . This happened only a few years ago then? ) 
Oh this has only been , lets see , three , three or four years ago . 
( Oh ,  this whole s tory happened only three or four years ago ? )  
Oh yes . 
(Oh that ' s fine .  All right go ahead now . ) .. 
So , we knew that this , this engineer that came into this place , we knew that 

he had, he was a scientific engineer from the NASA program. We knew that he had 
resided in there [ this very same house ] for a short while . And we come to find 
out that was one of the reasons that they decided to leave was b ecause of the 
things that I ' ve been telling you abou t .  But we didn ' t  say anything . We didn ' t  
tell them any of our s tories . We j us t  mentioned that we had a dog that was sup
pose to have b een trained and that he became ill , and a very frightened dog . 
And he started laughing . 

And then he proceeded to tell us that he had two dogs there for the same pur
pose , and that he almost los t both of his dogs . And he said , "You ' ve been by my 
house , "  and he said , "you ' ve seen those dogs that j ump  at the fence and that ' ll 
cut your throat if you get near ' em. "  And we said that we had passed and had 
noticed the dogs , becaus e  you couldn ' t ignore them. And they were in this huge 
fenced-in compound . And then he said,  "Those were the same dogs that I almos t  
los t a t  the house . "  H e  said , "My dogs wouldn ' t  eat . "  He said , "They were 
frightened and hid all the time . "  

S o  this is how we got to talking to him. Then we came to find out this much 
about the background of the house . The senator had had three wives there and 
two were deceased . One had been an Indian woman and she was an alcoholic and 
had died in the one bedroom ups tairs . The way we unders tood i t .  And this is , 
the rest  of  this is why we had to be very negative about our parties involved .  
But there was a rumor that h e  was very ill-tempered t o  his wives , and the third 
wife is s till living . And that she had a friend and eventually the senator was 
poisoned. Now this was told us a number of  times by people in the town , a very , 
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very small town , they are really s tretching it  to even call it  a town . And 
p eople who were in a position locally , doctors and so forth , wanted to know if 
there was a possibility for the , you know , it wasn ' t on the record - I think 
it was hear t failure or some thing . 

But he did die there . And she inherited a tremendous amount of money and 
property at this time .  But he died right there at the hous e also . And from 
what we , the descriptions we heard of  the type voice he had and all , i t  was pos
sible that he may have been the person we talked to . But my mother i s  a very 
det ermined , s tronger woman . She said , "Well they j us t  don ' t want us here , so 
we ' re gonna wait it out . We didn ' t come here to hurt anybody [ she laughs ] and 
we ' d  like the place, so we are going to stay .  Maybe after awhile they ' ll decide 
they like us . They ' ll put up with us here . "  This is exactly what we did . We 
lived there and we let them know that whoever was around or what ever was around , 
that we didn ' t want to be in fear of them , and we didn ' t want them to fear us . 
That we hoped we could work it out to be  congenial ,  because there was a large 
inves tment involved . So we did it . Things quieted down . Strange things still 
happened every now and then , voices , and knocking at the door . 

My father , my father f inally , by the way , over a period of two years , my 
father finally heard enough to convince him that there was something he couldn ' t  
exp lain in the house . Because he got up out o f  bed too many times and went to 
the door to answer someone that he couldn ' t see . 

( I  see . Now do your father and mother still live in the house? )  
N o  they have j ust recently moved . 
( I  s ee . They didn ' t move because of the • • •  ? ) 
No , be cause they finally became compatable wi th whatever was there . And there 

were time s that people , vis itors would comment and • • •  

(And is the house s till there ? )  
Yes . 
{And as far as you know , have people been living in the house1 ) 
I don ' t know this because they j ust recently within the last two months moved 

out . 
(Oh I s ee .  Very recently . )  
Ver recently . So I did no t know . 
(Before you moved there , where do you p eople come from? ) 
We ' re native to Orange County . 
(Oh, here? )  
We ' re native Floridians . 
(Yes , you ' re r ight from here . I see . I see . Now, did you ever have , any of 

you or your parents ever have any experience similar to this before that? )  
No thing that I would call s imilar . The only thing that we ever had , and the 

reason that we were aware , we believe that there are things that we don ' t under
s tand too well in the spirit world . Now , now my father won ' t tell you that . He 
will tell you that he doesn ' t  understand . But he don ' t like the word spirit . 
He obj ects to it  vio lently . But he did have to acknowledge the fact . I have a 
brother who is twenty- three years old ,  he was killed in an accident . And this 
was before they had moved to the property I was j us t  telling you about . 

And for some time after he was killed , he had a habit of walking up to the 
door and ring i t  [ b ell ] to the tune of " Shave and a haircut two bits . "  [ She 
actually sings th is ! ]  Ring the doorbell or he would pound with his two fists 
every time he come in and out of the door . It was j us t  a little ritual with him.  

(I  see . Well how ' d he  do  that ? Show me . )  
Well , if he was knocking on the door , he ' d  go [ she pounds her fists  rhythmi

cally - you can hear them! ] to make the pause there . It was easy to distinguish . 
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It  was his li ttle code for  letting us  know that he  was coming in and out and 
o ften he would do this on the doorbell . Sometime he would do both .  Because he 
was very mischevious , a great huge boy . And for some time after he had been 
killed we would s till get the signal thru the night or daytime . It didn ' t  seem 
to have any , particular pattern that we could distinguish . My father , my mother 
told my father about it several times . And he didn ' t believe it but eventually 
he heard i t .  He answered the door , looked , and went around the ground s .  So out
side of this [ sighs ] at the time they were living at another hous e , we don ' t know 
what the tie-up was . 

But ,  I really shouldn ' t tell this because it ' s  too prepos terous , but my mother 
had a beautiful red scarf that she was very fond o f . She wore it with white . 
She and my dad were going some place in the car one Sunday afternoon . And she 
said all of a sudden she looked down in her lap and there were pieces of i t  
[ laughs , seems a little embarrassed t o  tell this ] being snipped o f f  and falling 
into her lap . And she was driving , my mother was driving , so she didn ' t pay too 
much attention to it . 

(And you mean these p ieces were dropping into her lap ? )  
Yeah, my mother and father both saw i t .  
(And while she was driving? ) 
While she was driving the car . 
( Couldn ' t she , could she hear scissors or anything? )  
No , no . 
(Just  pie ces falling off as if they ' d been cut . )  
Falling o f f . I said , "Well , mother , were they ragged or frayed?"  You know 

sometimes when we tear a piece of  material you ' ll have frays . She said , "No , 
j us t  exactly as if a sharp knife or scissors had cut them o ff . "  [ She laughs 
again ! ] And she said , now father said ,  "Oh, Myrt ,  why you ' re crazy ! "  

( Did he see this ? )  
She told him and she said , "Well look over here in my lap . "  And so my dad 

turned and looked and sure enough there were pieces of  this scarf falling into 
her lap . And she said by the time , the trip took I think she said an hour or so , 
by the time they arrived she said [her lap evidently filled ! ] .  We laughed and 
teased her so until we all cried . But by the time they got there the scarf had 
been cut off  almo s t  to her chin . Said it looked like she almost had a bow tie . 
[Both laugh ( teacher and Hyatt) . ]  This was so wild we couldn ' t  believe it . She 
said,  "You come on upstairs and I ' ll show you what ' s  lef t  of it . "  And it had 
b een a long full scarf [ laughing ] .  

(Of all things . )  
I laughed and said , "Mother , you know my brother had certain things he liked 

and he didn ' t like . "  And I said , "He was so mischevious that ' s  j ust his way 
telling you he didn ' t like your tie . "  And my father ' s  so funny , you know. He 
saw what had happened . But it ' s  j us t  too much to comprehend . You can ' t  explain 
it . So now outside of these incidents , though , nothing unusual . 

(Have you ever had any personal experience? I mean, by yourself ? )  
Yes , but I don ' t think , I almost classify myself as a medium . But not until 

I was in my twenty ' s . And this comes and goe s with me .  
(Well  now, when did you first  sense this ? )  
With myself? 
(Yes . How old would you say you were? ) 
Oh, probably twenty-two . But I ' m aware of it maybe for three or four years 

or a year and six months . Then nothing for maybe three or four years . I t  has 
been almost  a year now . Well I can tell you some of  the things that happened in 
my new home . I have divorced and remarr ied in the last two years . And the man 
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that I ' m  married to isn ' t too aware of things . But he knows that I do say 
s trange things and tell s trange things that he has seen happen , you know , after 
I had told it . 

(What do you mean he ' s  aware? Does he know that you ' re a medium? ) 
No he didn ' t at firs t ,  i t ' s  j us t  that I would tell him the names o f  some o f  

the people he knew , or the ages , something that was going to happen . And at the 
t ime I would tell i t ,  there was no way I could know . 

(I  see . And what did he , what did he think about this ? )  
Well he ' s  a very broad-minded and intelligent person and to him he was inter

es ted rather than frightened . Which mos t  people are fr ightened when you tell 
them something they don ' t understand . Instead of  being frightened I found that 
he was extremely interested . 

(I  under s tand . )  
And this was new to him. Completely new . He had never been around anyone or 

discussed spiritualism or anything . I don ' t call myself a spiritualist and I 
really don ' t call myself a medium. 

(You ' re a spiritualis t ? )  
No , I say I don ' t call myself that . 
(Oh, you don ' t . )  
No , no , no , no . 
(Your father doesn ' t  like that word ? )  
No , no , no . And I ' m ,  I have no obj ections to it . I j us t  don ' t classify my-

s elf that way . 
(But you , you do say that you have at times medium power? )  
I have p sychic powers . 
(You have psychic powers at times . ) 
I don ' t know any o ther word to exp lain them. 
(Well now, does this power , is i t  like the bat tery here in this cassette that 

I ' m  not using? Does it  get s tronger sometimes ? )  
Well yes . 
( Then it ' s  weaker ? )  
Oh yes . 
(And can you f eel this • • •  ) 
Sometimes I feel things , sometimes I see i t ,  sometimes I hear it . I t  always 

comes to me this way , from this side [ demons trates ] . 
(Well wait a minute . That ' s  on your , that ' s  from uh • • • ) 
From the r ight s ide . 
( From the right side? Where ' s  i t  come to the right side of your head? ) 
Yes . 
(At any particular locality? ) 
No , I j us t  visualize it  or see or hear from the right side . 
(You see or hear i t  from the right side . ) 
Sometimes I see things . 
(Never from the left , never from the lef t side? ) 
No , never , never . 
( I  see . Can you give me an example? Give me an illus trat ion of something? )  
Well , the only thing that I can tell you i s  a lot o f  times when I some times , 

I ' m going to sleep . I first see a , a bright light . But it ' s  in a confined area . 
Something maybe like a light bulb shines in the dark. See? It glows and • • •  

( I  see . This happens at night or in the daytime? )  
No , it doesn ' t seem to make any difference when . 
(It doesn ' t make any difference . )  
I can be wide awake maybe even talking to someone . 
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( I  see . Well , would the room b e  dark or j ust the light , the l ight would j ust 
outshine everything? )  

Pos s ibly this is true . I 'm no t sure , I never even paid that much attent ion 
to it . But this is , you asked for an example , I will give you an example . 

(An example , yes , let me have an example . )  
I woke up one morning at about four o ' clock in the morning . And I ,  first  

of all  a glow . And then I saw my father-in-law become very , very desperately 
ill . I could see the pain in his face . And he was a man who didn ' t l ike to 
complain or talk . And he kind of got a grin to let me know that everything was 
all right , but that he was desperately ill . And he did die of a heart attack . 

I mean I saw it happen . So I was still s itting on the side of the bed and I ,  
I shook my husband . And woke him up and I said , "Now the phone is fixing to 
ring . "  I didn ' t see anybody about the phone . This was something that was im
printed or knowledgable to me . I have no explanat ion for the reason I did . And 
I said , "Don ' t  b e  alarmed , "  I said , "It ' s  your father , "  and I said , "he j us t  
passed away . "  And I said , "I  would rather tell you than the phone ring . And , 
you know, hear it that way . "  So I hadn ' t  even f inished the conversat ion when 
the phone did r ing . And I couldn ' t  move . I was too weak . 

And this is ano ther thing . I do become real weak somet imes , when I see 
things . So anyway . • •  

(Sometimes you become very weak af t er or during? ) 
No , I ' m not aware of it unt il afterwards .  
(Afterwards .  Not aware of it until afterwards ? )  
And he ran t o  the phone and I heard him scream ,  you know , "My dad is dead . "  
And two weeks later at the same almo s t  identical t ime [ a  warning ] presented 

itself to me in the same way . This was not even anyone that I was well acquain
ted with . It was an acquaintance , the father of a friend of the family . And I 
saw the same thing happened at the same time , the same way , and it was true in 
the same way . So then maybe a period of years will go by and I don ' t . • .  

( I  see . Do you ever , uh • • •  Have you ever sat for anyone? )  [What do I mean 
here? ] 

No . 
(This is all entirely personal? )  
Yes , and not even in my family too much , b ecause I think they realize a lot 

of  it . But like most people they ' d  rather not try to f igure things out . 
( I  see . I see . )  
Now, my husband , he knows , he teases me , sometimes calls me a witch . Because 

when I first met him I was operat ing under very , very s trong ESP . I don ' t  know 
what . 

( I  see . )  
But I would be  talking to people in groups and things would come to me . He ' s  

go ing to be  so-and-so of  age when he passes and he will be killed in a certain 
way or die in a certain way . Things j ust , j us t  a cons tant roll l ike a movie 
screen . 

(Did these things come suddenly? ) 
Yes . 
(They come suddenly . )  
Yes . 
(Does everything seem to be blacked out and then this comes in clear? ) 
No . No . 
(Or does it come gradually? ) 
Superimposed on something else as a rule . Other than the things in my s leep 

as I was speaking of . 
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(Are your pictures distinc t from the beginning? Or are they sort of  blurred , 
then they b ecome clear? ) 

Well , I guess the one • • •  
(You don ' t  change f rom one s tate to the o ther completely? All at  once as far 

as you know? ) 
No , I don ' t think so . 
(There ' s  a gradual changing ? ) 
Well I don ' t know . They j ust , I think they stop as suddenly as they come . 
( I  s ee . )  
But as far as its fading out , you know . No , I don ' t think so . 
( I  s ee . )  
And they are usually f leet ing [ recheck original cylinder ] .  
( I  s ee . )  
And once in a great while I get an extr emely depressed feeling . For ins tance , 

I knew my b rother was going to b e  killed before he was killed . And I grieved and 
grieved and carried it so long unt il I couldn ' t s tand i t  anymore . And I think my 
mo ther had this too , but she ' s like I am , she doesn ' t  talk about it too much . 
But I finally had to go to my mother and tell her that I couldn ' t  s tand it . I 
walked the f loors at night . I couldn ' t sleep , I couldn ' t eat for three weeks . 
I knew he was going to be killed . 

(Jus t a moment . )  [To  teacher . ]  
(How much have we on there? ) [ To Mr . Cubby . ] 
CUBBY About f ive minu tes . 
(Wil l you go out and get another cassette?  I think we only had this one s ide 

here . You b etter get a ninety [minutes ] they ' r e in that sack . 
CUBBY They ' re in some kind of sack . 
(They were in one of  tho s e  sacks . You ' ll f ind them . ) 
[ Mr .  Cubby l eaves . ]  
( I  was going to ask you [Teacher ] something else [ before the interruption ] .  

Wait a minute !  [ I  want to  record a note . ] 
( I  j us t  sent Clarence out t o  get another cassette . ) 
( There was something I was go ing to [ ask you before the interruption ] .  Have 

you had any , you look thoroughly heal thy phys ically , have you had any phys ical 
ailments of any sort in the last few years ? )  

Not unt il about four , about four months ago I found out I d o  have a very 
ser ious heart cond t ion . 

(You have a heart condition? ) 
Yes , but this is  something new .  I have not had i t  chronically . This j ust 

developed . 
(And did you go to a heart [ specialis t ] ?  What did you do? Firs t  you went 

to • • • ) 
I went for a check up . Six months b efore I had gone for a checkup I had an 

EKG and everything . I was in perfect health . So I had one as a routine check
up because it was required for my insurance and so forth . And found that I had 
a very serious hear t  condition and I ' m  under medicat ion now for th is .  But I ' m 
feeling f ine . But without the medication I would b e  in bad shape . 

( I  see . I s ee . Now before this you had no trouble at all as far as you 
know? ) 

· 

Oh no . 
(This news came to you as sort of  a shock? ) 
Right . 
(As your heart was in bad shap e ,  d id he have any suggestion to make that it  

had been , was a condit ion he thought long s tanding? Or something recent ? )  
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No , he thought , he , he feels and has asked me many ques tions about what he 
thought might have brought me to this condition as if an emotional uh • • •  

(That ' s  why , that ' s  what I 'm trying to get at . )  
• • •  s train • • •  
(That ' s  what I 'm trying to clear . ) 
• • •  could have produced this , b ecause I had the same test  j us t  months before 

and my heart was in good shape . 
(Another doc tor did tha t ? )  
Yes . Ano ther doctor gave me a clear b ill . 
(A month before? ) 

Well no t a month before but four or f ive or six months b efore . 
(So  then that would have been about eight or nine months ago . ) 
Right , from this time back . 
(With the firs t doctor . Now, were both these doctors ordinary prac tit ioners ? ) 
Yes . Well no , you couldn ' t ,  one ' s a gyne cologist and the other is uh , M . D .  
(Who was the gynecologis t ? ) 
The f irst doctor . 
(The first doctor . )  
Whom I go t  a c lear b ill from . 
(Why d id you go to him? ) 
Well , why did I go to him? He was my doctor that I had for years and years 

and years . 
(Oh I see . I s ee . )  
I ,  I am suscep tible  to extreme headaches . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
And he had treated me for these . 
(How long , how long have you had these headaches? ) 
Oh , all my adul t  life . 
(All your adul t  l ife . You never , you never had any headaches as a growing • •  ? ) 
Child? Oh no . 
(Did you have any , your medical his tory , adolesc ence up to your marriage . 

How was that? Did you have any trouble? ) 
Fine . No . 
(No? Good . I see . I see . )  
I was a very healthy girl and I ' m very healthy now except that when I had • • •  
(Well you certainly look healthy . )  
Yes . [Laughs . ]  I ' m very active , I ' m very energetic . 
( I  s ee . )  
And I j ust  take care o f  myself .  And I feel f ine . 
( I  see . You have , have you ever tried to work out any explanat ions for this 

condition you have? Have you read any books on ESP , anything o f  that  sort? ) 
Very , very , very f ew .  
( I  s ee . )  
If I can get hold of  something scient if ic • • •  
{Mm hm . ) 
• • •  or by someone that I respect . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Uh ,  I ' m interested in it . And I read it . But I have very little time . It  

is a fasc inating subj ect to me b ecause , no t b ecause , I ' ve j ust accepted the 
things that have happened to me . 

(I  see . ) 
And the things that I ' ve seen and felt , uh , no t with fear or anything , but at 

t imes it  got to be  annoying , because I ' d had somebody hurdling books off  my 
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shelves at  night and weird things l ike this happening for a couple of years . 
But , uh , as far as myself is concerned uh , I became interes ted when I s tarted 
dat ing this man who was a medium . 

(Oh he was a med ium. ) 
Oh yes . And he had such fasc inating powers you wouldn ' t  b elieve . But I have 

seen them . I ' ve watched him - for instance in my living room one night . We 
were watching T . V . and my whole family was there , and were all talking , and all 
of a sudden , he gets these very weak spells , and the sweat poured off of him and 
he asked for a pencil and paper . And he sits there and writes . This is why Duke 
Univers ity was so interested in him .  

(Now wait a minute . How much • • • ? )  [Hyatt again asks Mr . Cubby about tape 
t ime . ] 

CUBBY You ' ve s t il l ,  she ' s  got about four minutes . 
( I  wondered about Duke Univers ity . Did he go up to Duke Univers ity? ) 
Many times . He went every , uh , let ' s  see he usually went in summer . Evident

ly they have a summer session . I b el ieve he went in the summer and then he d id 
go several fall sessions . And would stay for a period of  s ix months at a time . 
He has done this for years . 

(Where d id he work - whom did he work with? You know? ) 
Was it Rhine?  
(Rhine . )  
Rhine is the only name that comes to my mind . But he would write in foreign 

languages that he did not know . He had only had high school education . And he 
would take these , he would save these letters and take them to Duke with him . 
And they could interpret these letters . 

(Did he , did he at any t ime ,  of course I dont know , this is ent irely out of 
my f ield . I don ' t know what they ask up at Duke , but d id he at any t ime receive 
any letters ? Did he know where they came from? ) 

No , he only received the vibration , the messages . He p icked up the messages 
by vibrat ion . He wrote down what he - oh , and this is another s trange thing . 
He didn ' t write them out , you know, in a long hand . But they were always coded , 
and somet imes three or four pages long , sometimes a page long . 

(Well ,  did he decode them? ) 
He didn ' t ,  he didn ' t  even attemp t to ' cause he d idn ' t know what they were . 

He didn ' t  know what they were saying or supposed to say . He had nothing , [ no ]  
interpretat ion of it . 

(Did they decode these  up at Duke? ) 
Yes ,  they were able to . Sometimes they were in Greek and Lat in , very compli

cated [ ? ] .  Sometimes it was poetry , things o f  this nature , apparently from a pro
fessional type person . 

[ S ince my informant has mentioned the names Duke University and Rhine , both 
well known , let me say what is obvious , I have no way or reason to check the 
truth of the preceding information about them . My informant could be mistaken 
or her medium friend a fraud , perhaps deluded . Both may be hones t  about exper
iences . S ince these  volumes of HOODOO are much concerned with the psychic worl� 
I merely report b el iefs and manifestations about spirit s . Whether informant is 
telling the truth , lying or making up things , I have discussed in the Introduc
tion volume 5 . ] 

(Well ,  as long as you ' ve b een so confident ial with me about that , af ter my 
wife ' s  death , I found some letters [notes ] that she had written ,  and I think 
this was before I met her . She had had quite an experience . Her f irst husband 
d ied and she wrote a series of automatic letters [notes ] . At the moment I ' ve 
forgotten how many there are . I would say maybe ten , eleven or twelve ; I don ' t  
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know . I think they ' re great psychological documents [ if you know their back
ground . ]  I was very much inclined to put them in a separate appendix to that 
work I did up there but I was so t ired when that book was completed . I worked 
on that for years . Those two volumes . [ I  am speaking about the f irst  two vol
umes of HOODOO. ] That ' s  tremendous work . ) 

I guess so . I guess so . 
(And the Introduction , I have a long Introduction in there . I t ' s  not satis

factory because it doesn ' t ,  it says - one way it says what I wanted to be said , 
but in ano ther way I had a lot of technical problems , I wanted to  talk about I 
d id not put in there . )  

Uh huh . 
(And the fact is I ' m going to , as soon as I get b ack to real work again , I 

want to begin to put these notes together so that I can really write a proper 
Introduction for those two volumes . )  [Here I have no idea of  a third volume ! ] 

Have you put any interpretation on them yourself ? 
[ I  thought she meant the two volumes ! ]  
(No, my business  of  course is no t to interpret . )  
No , but you know of some of her personal things . [ She is more interested in 

the letters or notes . ]  
(Have you here in S t . P etersburg , have you met any people who have medium 

powers? )  
No . 
(You never tried to s eek out any of them? ) 
No . No . 
( I  see . Have you ever gone to a fortuneteller ? )  
No . 
( I  see . Have you ever gone to a spiritualist church? ) 
Yes , only twice . 
(Here in S t .  Petersburg ? )  
Wel l  no . 
(Or out in o ther places . )  
You ' ve heard of Casa Dega? 
(Yes , yes . [ I  have completely forgot ten about what it was . ] I see . And was 

there any particular reason why you went ? )  
Yes . Through this acquaintance of mine . I told you about , from Duke Univer

s ity , because there were very interes t ing speakers there from New York and places, 
and when we knew they were going to be there we went . 

( I  see . Who at Duke was handling , who was his go-between? ) 
The only name that comes to me is Rhine . And this is the only name that I can 

rememb er . 
( I  see . In o ther words , your husband always went up there ; no one came to see 

him where • • •  [ he lived ] . )  
This wasn ' t my husband . This was during the period I was d ivorced and I was 

j us t  dating this man . 
(Oh , oh , you were • • •  ) 
Uh huh . This was not my husband . 
( I  see . Uh huh . This man that you met . And is he still going up to Duke 

University? ) 
Oh yes . 
(You s till know him? I mean • • •  ) 
No , I haven ' t  had any contact with him now for about three years . 
( I  see . But he ' s  probably , I know they have a great , a great many people go 

up there . I do know that . )  
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He , I will tell you something weird about him .  When h e  would be  at Duke 
University and if he was coming back through town ,  he would let us know in some 
way at home . My oldest daughter , for instance , one night was awakened by h im 
calling . Not me , he didn ' t  contact me . And he , she could hear him calling . Or 
sometimes all the books on the book case would be  hurled across the living room 
floor and we would j us t  laugh and say , "Well , he ' s coming back in town . "  Evi
dent ly he ' s  through at Duke Univers ity for now . " [ She laughs . ]  And he would 
come b ack , he would be  back the next day or so . And I said , "Why in the name of 
heaven can ' t you j us t  call me on the t e l ephone ; you don ' t have to throw my books 
around or s care my daughter out of her wit s , "  you know . And he would laugh and 
he said , "This is more int eresting , you know . " 

(Did he claim to do that? ) 
Oh yes . 
(Oh he claimed he d id that • • •  ) 
Oh yes , he could start a mo tor that was completely dead . And he could j us t  

stand there • • •  
(Did he say how he did it? Did he concentrate ? )  
Right . 
(Did he concentrate upon you people • • •  ) 
Oh yes • 

• • •  ( and try to work his will , use his will-power in connec t ion • •  ? )  
He connec ted to give us messages . He didn ' t try to control any of  our 

actions . No . 

(Not contro l  your actions but try to ge t in touch with you ? )  
Yes . 
(And give you a mes sage ? )  
And did . 
( I  see . I s ee . Did you know anything about his background ? )  
No . 
( I  mean had he always had th is gift or • • •  ? )  
He said he was twelve years o ld and the f irst thing that he ever knew that 

his fa ther ' s  automob ile , his father was a Baptist , an ordained Baptist minis ter . 
And of course you know how his father feels about this thing , like mos t  peop le 
And so he kept mos t  of it to himself . And he said he was twelve years o ld and 
was standing by his father ' s  automob ile and it wouldn ' t s tart , they had car 
trouble . And he s tood there and concentrated on that , by sheer will power , men
tal power some way . Anyway , he s tarted the motor revolving , or what ever you 
wanna call it . And he d id s tar t the motor and has b een ab le to do this ever 
since . With almost any kind of  machinery . Or s top it in the same manner . I ' ve 
seen him do it or I would be reluc tant to mention it . 

(Did your mother see things or hear things when you were a child? Did your 
mother ever have any • •  ? )  

I don ' t know that she did when I was a child . But I have l ived in Philadel
phia and S t . Louis and nor thern Minneapolis and nor thern cities , and I would 
receive a telephone call from her and she would say , I know s o-and-so-and-so is 
happening because I saw it or felt it or heard it . And she ' s  usually bat a 
thousand , it was really , you know , wha tever she was concerned about would be 
happening . 

(Do you feel like you could have inherited or that unintentionally without 
noticing it that you acquired this , a gift or this facility through your mother ? 
Or is it a separate , is it a separate entity? ) 

I really don ' t know . 
(Uh huh . )  
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I don ' t know , uh • • •  

(You never thought about it one way or the other . )  
Yes , I have thought about it but , if she , I don ' t think hers was as s trong 

as mine although a lot of t imes there are • • •  [voice fades - machine no ises ] .  
(What? ) [Hyatt not hearing asks - (Dyel) . ]  
• • •  a lo t of  t imes the impression we ' d  both get were coordinated . We ' ll both 

come up , for instance , for my brother . I told you that I knew he was going to 
b e  killed . I knew he wasn ' t  going to die . But I knew he was going to be killed 
in some manner although I surely didn ' t know how . And when I went to talk to my 
mother about it she had the same thing , the same impress ion and was convinced of 
the same thing . And it did happen a short t ime after • • • •  It  was an acc ident . It  
wasn ' t  an illness .  

(Have you ever had the f eeling any time in your life that someone was trying 
to do something to you? Or make you do something you d idn ' t want to do ? )  

No , never . 
(Have you ever felt , now as Mr . 

have b een happening to us . I lost 
things would happen . Somebody put 
thing like that? ) [Anyone putt ing 
too , I would say . ] 

Cubby and I have felt 
my car key , all sorts 
a hoodoo spell on us . 
a spell on me is j us t  

al l sorts of  things 
of things . Little 

You ' ve never felt any
talk , with Mr . Cubby 

I can ' t say that , no because I don ' t think my luck runs bad in ser ies or any
thing like that . I can tell you some mischievous things that happened that I 
chalk up to my brother ' s  vibrat ion or spirit or whatever . 

(Well now , let  me hear that . )  
For ins t ance • • •  

[Mr . Cubby interrupts . Will  we mis s  my brother 's vibration? ]  
CUBBY We j us t  d id one s ide . 
(We did one s ide . This is the second side . We did one s ide altogether . This 

is the second side of a tape . This is a second s ide , a continuation of the 
teacher . )  

( In the f irs t place before we go ahead , you are a teacher? ) 
Yes . 
(What do you usually t each , as a rule? Grade s chool teacher? )  
Well I have , I was principal in [ name unc lear ] b efore I came here . We had up 

to the sixth grade . And I have taught my , uh [ something? ] pre-s choo l ,  which is 
what I ' m doing with several girls now [ this summer ] . 

(What kind of school? ) 
Pre-school .  
(Oh , pre-school .  That ' s  wonderful . I think that pre-school is very impor

tant . )  
Well it ' s  that to me . As I say it is my favorite and I have had experience 

with children up to the 6 th grade . But this is my love . 
(Because there is where they ' re made or ruined before they ever go to s chool  

at  all . )  
They have such percept ive minds and if we can give them something to live 

with • • •  

(They ' re made or broken before they ever go to schoo l . )  
You ' re right . 
(And of course one thing is , if they don ' t have the proper psychological 

background and physiologica l ,  as far as food and shelter is concerned , they ' re 
going to be • • • ) 

I t  takes both . 
(Yes , they ' re going to b e  ruined before they get here [ in preschoo l ] . ) 
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They need all kinds of  nourishment . 
( I ' ve always said the best teachers should b e  r ight down at the bottom . ) 
I t ' s  too bad people do no t realize this , because they ' re going to , if you 

have given them something to cope with in this world when they ' re smal l  then 
[ two uncertain words ] aren ' t going to be quite as impor tant as they ' re older 
as when they ' re young and forma t ive . 

(They mus t  learn to make j udgements . )  
Right . 
(At the moment ,  the thing is , all of  us are being brainwashed . )  
Lack of leadership , people can ' t think for themselves anymore . 
(They don ' t think f or themselves , they ' ve been brainwashed . )  
Right . 
(Now there is something I was going to ask you • • •  ) 
[ Fortunately we now return to her brother I had forgotten about . ]  
I was going to g ive you an example o f  mis chievous things . 
(Oh yes ,  what your brother did to you . )  
I didn ' t feel that anybody ever put a curse on me . 
(Yes . )  
And although I ' m not sure that I don ' t believe it can ' t be  done . 
(Yes . )  
I don ' t know about it . 
(Yes , yes . )  
I have no s trong opinion , but there was a per iod  of  about 3 days my windshield 

visor and my mirror would j ust be flipped continously until it  was an aggravat ion. 
And I had it checked , there was nothing wrong with the screws or the bolts or a 
anything else and when I ' d  be  driving along all of a sudden the mirror would 
f l ip to night . You know you ' d  have a day and night [ s ide ] . 

(Yes , we ' ve had , we ' ve j ust got to  have ours f inished • • •  repaired , another 
hoodoo bus iness . )  [Both laugh . ]  

And there was nothing wrong with it you know? And at the same time all sorts 
o f  little weird things . I was j us t  dating my present husband , see , and I receiv
ed a let ter and he says , "What ' re you do ing to me? " He says , "I . . •  " He works 
for a ut ility company in town .  And he said , "Somebody keeps turnin ' on , [ she 
laughs ] they have a two-way radio on the truck . He said , "Somebody keeps turnin' 
the radio on when I have it off . And when I have it off  they turn it on . "  And 
he had witnesses to it , some o f  the people he was working with . [ Hyatt laughs . ]  
And I laughed because I was going through this in my own , in a different county 
even , see? And my air conditioner would be working b eaut ifully and all of a sud
den it  would click off . You could hear it  click off . The controls would be o f� .  
So  I went and I had it checked . They said , "I  don ' t know what ' s  the mat t er with 
your air conditioner . There ' s  nothing wrong with this air conditioner . " I said , 
"Well the s illy thing is j us t  temperamental . " S o  all this worked together and 
was affecting two people in different p laces although we were connected . And 
that j ust mischievous type things but no • • •  

(Have you ever tried to get an explanat ion for any of these things ? )  
No , no t really . 
(Wel l  I , of  course ,  am a very skept ical person . I don ' t say that things • • •  ! 

mean I have to know if the door begins to open and close I have to go over to  
see what it is . [ Something] or whether it ' s my eyes , something of that sort . )  

[ I  did no t tell them that this was an actual experience before my marriage 
while s t ill living in lodgings on Wellington Square , Oxford , England . Late one 
night when reading for p leasure , I happened to see the door of my livingroom 
slowly open and c lose a mere fract ion of  an inch , doing this several t imes . 
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Without taking my eyes  off the door , I walked over to invest igate . The door re
mained closed and s t ill locked . The supernatural? Nonsense ! Fatique? Eyes ? 
You take a guess , ]  

(Now I had an experience two nights ago . I was probab ly j us t  a lit tle bit 
nervous , I don ' t know . And I kept my , I keep my bedroom door locked , and I 
thought I ' ll l eave the light on in the living room . And I turned on the l ight 
and s tarted back to the bedroom and the light went out . )  [ Hyat t laughs . ]  

Mm hm . 
( S o  I went back in and it came on again . So I j us t  screwed the bulb back 

in . )  
Mm hm . 
( I t  was a weak connection , that sort of thing . Now that ' s  • • •  ) 
Often many thing s are explainable . 
(They are exp lainab le a lot of times . )  
You ment ioned , did I invest igate . I invest igated as far as checking the nuts 

and bo lts . Things that I can see and do myself . As far as s i t t ing down worry
ing about it and wondering what caused it . No . I laugh them off  and go on , be
cause when that ' s  gone something else will come . 

(How many children have you now? ) 
I have two g irls at home . The o ther children are grown . 
( I  see . )  
I have one in high s chool and one in j unior high . 
( I  see .  Have any of  the children tendencies like yours? ) 
No . 
( I  mean do they see things or hear things or • • •  ? )  
The only thing that I can say about my children , my oldes t daughter , this 

f riend of mine would contact when he was coming to town . And she would tell me . 
When she was a child , this pas t by the time she was able to talk prolifically ,  

she could s ee into clos ets and through packages . I t  didn ' t mat ter how they were 
bundled and wrapped , or where they were s tored . And she would stand at the door 
and tel l  you she wanted so-and-so-and-so . And I would say , "Well , what do you 
want? " "You know that , "  oh , let ' s  say a do ll , "that doll up there . "  And I said , 
"There ' s  no do ll up there . "  And she said , "But it is , it ' s  in that box . "  Only 
this was in baby lingo . "In the box in the so-and-so colored paper . "  And maybe 
the box would be inside the paper bag or this and that and the other . And the 
child had no way to know there was a dol l  up there . This happened s everal times 
when we were vis iting Iowa . We were spending Chris tmas there . 

And she had thes e gifts that they brought  in and put on the closet shelf . And 
she hadn ' t even been home when they were brought home . Had not been with us when 
we shopped . And she s tood there and named of f these things she could s ee in the 
dark and I think often small children do . I noticed they get along better in the 
dark than adults . But this  seemed to las t with her until she was in school and 
then tapered off  to nothing . 

(Yes , I see . ) 
I don ' t believe she ' s that way at all anymore . 
(Have you ever known anyone that has thought he had a spell put on him? Have 

you ever known of anyone? )  
No . Except in high s chool there was a g irl that we were all very fond o f .  

She was the captain of the softball team and so  forth . Happy-go-lucky type of 
gir l .  But every so often she would come into school s t ill crying , with her eyes 
swollen and j us t  be  a complete total wreck and I would say , "Kitty what in the 
world is wrong with you? "  "My grandmother p u t  a voodoo on me , "  she would say . 

(Was it a white girl1 ) 
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Yes . 
(Put a voodoo on her? ) 
Yes . And uh • • •  
(Now where was this?  Where did this happen? ) 
This was At lanta , Georgia in high schoo l .  
(Oh , Atlanta , Georgia in high school . )  
And this was from an educated family , they weren ' t illiterate people at all . 

And I said , "Kitty there ' s  no such thing . You know you don ' t believe it . "  
And yet she would go on and tell me little bad things that happened to her . 

She would have d ispleased her grandmother . Her mother and father were dead , I 
think . And her grandmo ther was rais ing j us t  she and her s is t er . 

(Tell me the whole s tory . This is very int erest ing . )  
Well , I don ' t know too much about it excep t that I felt very s orry for her 

because she would be upset for 2 or 3 days and she would j us t  really be almo s t  
hys t erical . And she would say ,  "Well , I know I ' m going to  g e t  hUl't b efore the 
day is over . "  Of course , this is a psychological thing where she could have done 
it herself after so long a t ime . But she would tell me how her dolls caught f ire 
and things l ike of  this nature . 

(Mm hm . )  
And I had no way o f  checking up and my family had always told us that things 

l ike that were something you read about . They didn ' t exis t ,  you know? 
(Her dolls caught fire? ) 
Yes . 
(Did they burn? ) 

Mm hm . That ' s  what she t o ld me . 
(How old was she at  the time when the do ll • • • ? )  
At this t ime she was about 13 . 
(And she never said how her grandmo ther had put a spell on her? ) 
Yes , she said she used dolls and s tuffed pins in them and things like this . 
(And what • • •  she took the dolls and stuck pins into the dol ls ? )  
They were voodoo dolls . 
(Voodoo? ) 
That ' s  the f irs t ,  my f irs t exper ience or introduction to anything concerning 

voodoo . 
(You mean the grandmo ther had dolls • • • ) 
Right . 
(And she s t uck p ins into the doll? ) 
Mm hm . 
(Well ,  how did she know the grandmother wasn ' t  doing it  agains t somebody else?) 
Wel l ,  the grandmother was displeased with her and told her she would put a 

curse on her . 
(Oooooh ! )  [ A  long drawn out , ooooh . ] 
The grandmo ther told her . She l ived with her grandmother . 
(Oh , then she d id have a curse put on her then , if her grandmo ther told her 

that ! )  
As far as she was concerned she sure did . And her sister also . There were 

t imes when her older s is ter would b e  ups e t  and , wel l ,  they told you , "Well , "  
she said , " I can ' t tell you s ome of the things that happened . "  You know she 
was j us t  concerned about it . They were very real to her whatever it was . 

(As a teacher what would you advise in a s ituation like that ? Where would 
a child go like that to explain his home s ituat ion? ) 

You mean regard ing • • •  ? 
(Yes . Where do you go? I mean what court is going to  take into cons iderat ion, 
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hoodoo has b een • • •  it ' s  illegal . I mean there is no law . ) 
I don ' t think you are going to get very much attent ion to i t ,  do you? In my 

experiences as a teacher for years , thes e are things that people really rather 
no t discuss  and really rather say than it is something else . 

(But it does , but it does go on . )  
Oh , i t  does go on . 
( I t ' s  amazing how much of  this does go on . )  
Yes , it does . 
(And these children they could have their lives ruined by this sort of thing . )  
Why she was an emotional wreck . 
(Yes , and whether the grandmother d id this sort of thing , of  course I don ' t 

know . S ome t imes the grandmother may be  a little queer in the head . )  
I t  didn ' t matter whether she did them or no t because she convinced these 

children that she was doing it . 
(The girls thought she did . )  
As I said even though the grandmo ther may not have b een able phys ically or by 

power to put a curse on them , she had them in such a state of mind they could 
have hurt themselves . 

(That ' s  r ight . )  
S o  I would never say it can ' t be done . 
(And those  girls some day are going to bring up o ther girls and they ' re go ing 

to have the same problems . A vicious cycle . )  
They will either be more vicious with their children or they will maybe b e  

over pro tect ive . They could g o  one way or the other . 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
They ' re not going to b e  in between • • •  
(Yes . )  
• • •  and they ' re no t going to be very open minded about it  probably . 
(No , no . )  
I ' ve heard many tales but this is [my ]  only personal experience . 
(Have you ever heard , have you ever heard of any other tale . I mean not a 

personal one , but I mean some story that someone has told about someone having 
a s imilar experience ? )  

Mm .  Yes , but not personal enough to repeat it , j us t  • • •  
(What was it about? ) 
The only thing that I ever heard about and this was an acquaintance that I 

did no t know the parties involved .  And the sister was j us t  wither ing and griev
ing away because she knew someone had put a ,  supposedly put a curse on her and 
there was property to be inherited by the person that put the grief on her . 

( I  see . )  
She did grieve herself , in other words , she withered away . 
( I  s ee . )  
And she did die and the o ther person did inherit the property . [Laughs . ]  

[Have you noticed these bracketed "laughs ? " ) And there ' s  no legal recourse there 
because • • •  

(No , you can ' t prevent a thing • • • • Did this s is ter go to the doctor? ) 
No , no , No . [Unclear . ]  • 

(A hoodoo doctor? )  
No , she didn ' t go but someone had supposedly had been able to do i t  to her . 
( I  see . ) 
No , she didn ' t go to anybody . 
( I  wonder , have you ever been to a psychiatris t ? )  [ Here it is at las t ! )  
No , but I have dated , I ' ve dated a psychiatrist and we talked many t imes . 



4606 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(Was he the common psychiatris t who kidded that he needed a psychiatris t ? ) 
[Hyatt laughs . ]  

Well I think mos t  of  them do after they practice a while anyway . I wouldn ' t  
put him in that category . I would say this about him ,  he was very open-minded 
and broad-minded . 

( I  think he should be  open-minded and should have a sense of humor . )  
Uh huh . ) 
(No t that there ' s  anything humorous about it . )  
He didn ' t try to put everything in a category as many of them did . To say 

that if  you believed one thing that meant you were so-and-so . He was not the 
type of person . 

(Yes , yes . In o ther words , it wasn ' t  a pigeon- ho le psyaho Zogy . Here you 
come to me , here ' s  the prob lem and I p ick out , well that ' s  number 8 or it ' s  num
ber 35 . That is no t the answer because each one has an individual problem . ) 

That ' s  how I felt . We used to sit  and talk for hours about it and he seemed 
to be very interested in things that we have no s c ientific answer for . 

(Do you think a psychologis t could help in this sort of  thing ? )  
You mean where somebody had put a spell or a curse on another person? 
(Yes . )  
I t  would depend too much on the individual , their background and so forth . 
(Well , I think in the first place you would have to know a whole lot about 

the atmosphere of  the spell-put t ing . If  you j us t  get it out of a boo� a lot 
of  these things • • •  ) 

I s tarted to say , what would a psychologis t know about it ? 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
He would have to know the child from, the person from infancy , the persons 

that were involved with him • • •  

(And all the social background around him . ) 
And he would have to have experienced something in this l ine as far as the 

voodoo ritual and all himself • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  to be an author ity on it . So I would be reluctant to refer anybody to a 

psychologis t . 
( I  see . Have you ever known the name of any , what would you call them'l 

Wit ch doctors or that sort o f  thing'l )  
No , huh uh . 
(I ' ve now I ' ve talked to one or two [ here in S t . Petersburg ] .  Some of  

them are good . Some [ in my complete experience ] are rather clever . I won ' t say 
they are s carce as hen ' s teeth but they are diff icult to get  near . )  

Well they have an edge on you [ she laughs ] they know some things you don ' t 
know , see? They may know your name b efore you get there . [ Bo th laugh . ]  

(Well , we are j ust  b eg inning to break the ice , it takes some time . )  
Let me ask you a question • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  now s ince you have met some of  them , do you think they use their powers in 

a pos itive way rather than always a negative way? Or do you think mos t  of it is 
negativism? 

(Well , I think this , I think like everything else , I think you will have to 
put them in two categories . Those that are fakes and those that believe in what 
they say . )  

Well , leaving the fakes aside , what do you think? They do use their power in 
a good way sometimes or • • •  ? 

(I think mos t  of  them do . What they call good ways , rather negative . But as 
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one o f  them down in New Orleans said to me , said , "Sometimes you have to do 
d irty work in order to do good work . " )  

Ac comp l ish the good work . 
(Now , of course , that depends upon what you ' re doing . )  
Wel l  that person is interpreting what ' s good or bad • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  and if he has a good mind

�
--

�
--

��
--------

�
-

(Yes , in other words , they all play God a t  times . )  

4 6 0 7  

Right , they ' re deciding who needs the favors and who needs to b e  punished . 
(And I know in the old days , as I said about my father- in-law although he  

didn ' t know what he was doing • • •  ! never knew the man , he  was s t ill alive but he 
was in the hospital with cancer . I never knew him . He was a very ab le man , but 
an o ld tyrant in a way . I mean this is it . He was an Irishman , he was born in 
Ireland . He worked his way up from the bottom .  When you work your way u p  from 
the bottom you are inclined to be a l it tle  bit , you don ' t see any , you don ' t ex
cuse the o ther fellow ' s weakness because you have fought you way up to the top . )  

Righ t ,  you ' ve done all the taking you ' re going to . 
[Hyatt laughs . ]  ( So this problem ,  for examp le , in connection with my wife , 

she was the oldes t child and the daughter • • •  ) [ Someone knocks at the door . ]  
(Yes , come in . )  [ Someone opens door and says something but is too far from 

microphone to be audible . (Mrs . Dyel . )  Doub tless ly a member of  the teacher ' s 
s taf f . (Hyatt . ) ] . 

(Thanks for checking in on her . You ' re quite wise , we might have run away 
with her . [ Laughs . ]  I think it ' s  a good idea always to check wha t ' s  going on 
because I have had some tremendous experiences . I ' ve never been frightened at 
all . I would say once I was frightened [ s tunned would be better ] when I had a 
run-in wi th the police over in Memphis . I was working in a colored ho tel gett ing 
this material from the and the doctors and you don ' t tell these f ellows 
[ po licemen ] , "Now lis ten , I ' m not taking any [money ] • • •  ! have a legal right to 
be here if I want to , thi s is a free country . "  Because they would beat you up 
and say I was res is ting arres t . )  

It ' s  no t really a very free country anymore . 
(No , it isn ' t and I was one of  the f irst persons to do this type of work . I 

worked in negro homes and negro hot els . I felt that if I ' m going to • • •  well , I 
d id with the white people also . I f elt  that if I want a favor from these p eople 
I ' ll go where they live , you s ee . )  

I suppose they think from a white person you are going to come nearer get
t ing the truth . A white person may feel compelled to garnish things a l it tle 
bit  and make it more presentab le ,  you know . 

(Even somet imes when they are going to [ tell the truth ] people garnish it 
with folklore , in terms o f  psycho logical act ions which are true . Do you see 
what I mean? ) 

Uh huh . 
(Although they ' re exact  details . I ' ve had many stor ies told t o  me that are 

folk s tories , b een in folk s tories for a couple hundred years and yet the fellow 
told this about his old unc le , you see . ) 

Uh huh . 
( I t  was in pioneer times and he came up and here was this empty log cabin so 

he s tayed in it for the night and in the nigh t  a man came and said , "Follow me 
and I ' l l show you where money is buried . "  Well that theme appears in many 
stor ies . )  

Uh huh . 
(Now , he isn ' t lying . He heard the s tory as a boy and he ' s  confused it , he 
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thinks it was about his uncle . See what I mean? ) 
Uh huh, yes . 
(Now these stories , again this is a f ield for the expert . I s imply record 

them, you see . ) 
[ For folktale personalized , see s tory of  Willie Glenn, uncle of preceding in

formant Mrs . Davis . This was told in connection with Doator Buz zard , Willies 
escape f rom the gallows , and a memorial pole in Quincy , Florida - see pp . 454 3 ,  
line 24 to 4546 , line 30 , volume 5 . ] 

Yes . 
(Of course ,  I have my own opinions about things and here and there I ' ll ex

press a personal opinion . Now is there anything further you want to contribute 
to this conversation? ) 

No , I think that ' s  about all I have to say about this but I ' ll tel l  you about 
something s trange that ' s  happened in the last nine months where I live now . 

(Oh , I see . )  
We bought a b eautiful new home on the south s ide o f  town and to my knowledge 

there ' s  never been a death there or anything else , b ecause in talking to the 
neighbors they ' ve f illed us in on people who had lived there previously . 

( I  see . Did you ask to b e  f illed in or did they j us t  volunteer? ) 
Just  volunteered , neighborly chat . We had b een there poss ibly two months and 

I was in bed one evening and in the middle of the night , I ' m guess ing , maybe 
1 : 00 o ' clock . I heard these children giggling and laughing and as I told you 
I have two daughters at home and they each had their own bedroom . 

(Oh yes . )  
And they continued and I thought what in the world are those g irls doing up 

this late . S o  I looked at  the clock and it was a late hour and I got up out of 
the bed and they were s t i ll chatter ing and laughing away . It sounded like girls 
voices or young b oys . I would have supposed they were about the age o f  my chil
dren . I went into the hal l ,  they were each in their own bed sound asleep . So  I 
looked up and down the s treets to s ee if there was a car parked or kids walking 
in the street or something . No . So I went back to b ed and maybe a week or two 
later , the same thing occurred about the same time . I checked the girls again . 
No thing . It  happened the third time and it  woke up my husband and he heard it 
and asked me to go see what in the world the g irls were doing up that time of 
the evening . Same thing , nothing . And this was in the wintertime , the windows 
were closed , you know . 

(Uh hum . )  
So  in the spring we were s it t ing in the living room facing , we have a s creen

ed in porch with windows coming into the living room . We were s itting there and 
we heard these kids laughing and chattering . It  sounded like outs ide , j us t  out 
the door . So we waited and waited and they d idn ' t come in . [ Someone knocks 
again to tell her she is wanted on the telephone . She asks who it  is and t ells 
them she will  call her back . ] And so  they didn ' t come in and they didn ' t knock 
and in a few minutes my husband said , "Don ' t worry they ' ll come on in in a min
ute . "  So we heard the door open and they s tood on the porch . And I said , "Oh , 
that must  b e  Marcy [ ? ]  and some of her g irlfriends

·
, they ' ll come in . "  They were 

s t il l  laughing and playing , you know , and we ' re sitting there watching the door 
and wait ing for them to come on in . And when they didn ' t come in I said , "Oh 
for p ity sakes , go to the door and tell them to come on in . "  And so he got up 
and went to the door and nobody there . Nobody there . He turned on all the 
f lood lights and the car lights , went all the way around over the yard . Nothing . 
And we had no knowledge o f  anyone having lived there or anything else , I 'm j us t  
telling you what happened . 
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(What did he seem to think about i t ? )  
What did I think about i t ?  
(No , h e  heard a l l  this t o o  and • • •  ) 

4609 

Yes , yes . He was j us t  as as tounded , you know , as anybody could b e  and he has 
no explanation for it . He knows that there was someone there laughing and play
ing . 

(Uh huh . )  
But there wasn ' t  anyone there . Well , it ' s  j us t  that s imple . We tried to ex

plain it s ome other way but there j ust  wasn ' t  any other way . S o  he is convinced 
there was someone there laughing�------------�[�S�c�r�a�t�c�h�e�d�·�l ____________________ __ 
We j us t  accep t  it  for what it was . 

(Uh huh . ) 
Now this has b een , I guess 3 or 4 months ago . We have not seen or heard any

thing s inc e .  
(Would you b e  int eres ted in becoming a ? being interviewed by Duke Univer---�--

s i ty? ) 
I don ' t think so . [ Too much s tat ic . ] 

When they are working on someone they have to be able to record things at c ertain 
times and know when the flow is coming and I never do . 

( I  see . I see . Of cours e ,  what they have up there , I don ' t know . I don ' t 
know, but they have all sorts of measuring devices and they go into the laws of 
probab ility and that sort of thing . Now, of course , s ince the computers  they 
have become a tremendous program I suppos e . )  

I unders tand that they have expanded . 
(And I think, as you have said - of course I 'm in no condition • • • •  Do they know 

anything about you at all ? )  
No , no . 
( I  see . I thought maybe this man you knew several years ago might have sug

gested that you had some sort of • • •  ) 
No , no . Well he want ed me to go up with him but I j us t  wasn ' t that interested 

in it . 
( I  see . )  
I t ' s j us t  something I live with and there has b een t imes when it ' s  really b een 

a nuisance to me to have so many things crowd in on me . 
( I  see . )  
So I have repressed them and pushed them away so much until really they are 

not as def inite a part of my life as they have been in the pas t .  
( I  see . }  
Because you can imagine if you have a family and a j ob and I ' m  going to col-

lege too , you don ' t have , you only have so  much time . 
(You ' re s till going to college? ) 
Oh yes , I ' m taking chi ld psychology again this year . 
{ I  see ,  uh huh . Is  this a summer experience or is this a part of a whole year 

program? ) 
This is the end of our program until S eptemb er . 
{Until Septemb er? ) 
We run from September until July . 
( Oh ,  you do? That ' s  quite  a program . ) 
Yes . 
(And are these underprivileged children? ) 
Yes . 
(Are the mo thers allowed to come? ) 
Oh anytime , they ' re welcome to come . 
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( I  hope you will explain to these women • • •  you s ee now, I didn ' t want to in
vo lve you in any ques t ions that might embarass you . I didn ' t  know what I might 
ask . I didn ' t know what you had to say .  Do you see what I mean? ) 

Uh huh . 
(Now about your background , are you from old Amer ican s tock? ) 
Yes . 
(As far as you know? ) 
Yes , on both s ides . 
(On both sides . I mean , some of your ancestors fought in the Civil War and 

all that ? )  
Yes , yes . My grandfather was killed at Chickamauga and my mother ' s  family 

is Irish and father ' s  s ide is • • • 
( Irish ?  Now you say on her s ide is Irish? That isn ' t recent Irish is i t ? )  
They are par t  of  the o l d  family , the original�-----
(Oh ,  they ' re o ld [ deleted ] . Well , they ' ve been here a long t ime then . ) 
Uh huh . 
( That would b e  • • •  I mean there is no recent immigration ? of that sort . 

I mean this is o ld American stock . ) 
----

No , no . We ' ve been here ever s ince I can find out . 
( I  s ee . I see . ) 
In fact I think my great great granfather was a Cherokee Indian and my o ther 

grandfather fought in the C ivil War . 
( I  s ee , I see . A lot of people in this country have a little Indian b lood . 

I ' m  supposed to have a litt le mys elf . I go back to colonial Maryland . )  
You look English to me . 
( I  lived in England f or a long whi le . )  
Oh . 
(Will you hand volume 1 to me pl ease? [ I  speak to Mr . Cubby . ]  I j us t  want 

to show her • • •  I j us t  want to show you this one page . ) 
Okay and then I guess I ' ll have to  go they are all waiting for me . 
(Yes , yes . Here close that off . [Meaning - turn off tape . ] )  
THIS INTERVIEW ENDS HERE. ABOUT AN HOUR LATER MR. CUBBY A ND I AT HIS HOME 

DISCUSS OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE TEACHER. 
( I  s ee . Now we will go on to the s econd interview we had this afternoon [ the 

one ] with the teacher . We ' ll call her the teacher b ecause she is a t eacher , and 
a very int eres t ing one . How old a woman would you say she was ? )  

Mmmm, I would say roughly uh , early forties - mayb e  middle forties . 
(Middle f or t ies . And [ no is e  here but can ' t tell what exactly - by transcrib

er ] .  Now let ' s  not have any • • •  you j us t  s imp ly can ' t keep it quiet . [ We have 
returned to Mr . Cubby ' s home . ] We must keep the interview going so I can get 
away . Come in ! [ Dr .  Hyatt s ays to  someone . ]  Now , have you s een her before? 
Have you seen the teach er b efore? ) 

No . That is , well , I have s een her on one occas ion but not to say to know 
her . 

(Uh huh . ) 
I had s een her at a glance before at my s is ter ' s  house but • • •  
(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  never before person ' ly had I • • •  

(You ' d  seen her at your s ister ' s  home? ) 
Yes . 
(Your sister works with her ? )  
Yes , that ' s  correct .  
(On this [very speciaZ - not name of ] proj ect . What sort of  impression did 
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you have of  her before? What was your impress ion of her b efore you interviewed 
her today ?  I mean from the knowledge you had . )  

Well , b efore today she seemed like quite a interes tin '  person . She seemed to 
be well-educated and , well to  be , uh , I would say renowned , someone renowned . 
Becaus e she • • •  the atmosphere aroun ' her was all glorif ied , yo ' know? It  was 
somethin ' to be honored • • •  looked upon . 

( I  see . ) 
She carried herself in a very high manner.  
(I  s ee .  Dignified . And she let  the work s t and out glamorous ly . )  
That ' s  true . 
(And her helpers admired her . )  
Yes . 
( I  see . Now what d id you think o f  her interview today ? )  
I think it was very good . I think she was very s incere . She was very hones t 

and she was very much concerned about hers elf , really . About the things she told 
us about herself , she was concerned . But I think she was afraid to really check 
into it and s ee if she do have , uh , high unnatural powers or things of this s or t . 
That ' s  the impress ion she lef t upon me today . I mean there were many things I 
s tarted to ask her but I f elt that I would be  imposing upon her , yo ' know , to ask 
these ques tions . Because she would always get to a point where and , uh , she 
would drop off because it would be j us t  l ike she was s ay in ' somethin ' she didn ' 
want anybody outs ide of her life to know about . 

(Uh huh . )  
S o  that ' s  why I held back on a couple of questions . 
(Wha t  would you say about her personally . What about her p ersonally? ) 
Well ,  she ' s  very neat in appearance .  She was • • •  
(Ab le? ) 
Able . Yes and she was • • •  
(What about her personality ? ) 
Outstandin ' • 

(Outstanding personal ity . )  
Outstandin ' personality . 
(Yes . )  
I mean she ' s j us ' got what yo ' would say such a frien ' ly atmosphere aroun ' 

her ' t il you can ' t help but like the person . 
(Mm . )  
I mean even if yo ' don ' know them . Even if the day b efore we even int erview

ed her . The way she carried herself • • •  the manner she carried herself and the 
way she talked to yo ' . 

(Uh huh . ) 
As though there was no barriers b etween anyone ,  yo ' know? ) 
(Uh huh . )  
That she had known both of us all her l ife or somethin ' . 
(Yes , yes . )  
When she f irs ' s tarted to talk . 
(Very friend ly , yes . ) 
Very friendly . 
(A very abl e  woman, no doubt about that . )  
[ Beyond the Hyat t-Cubby dialogue , let me say in conclusion , I had done all I 

could professionally as a clergyman , I had indirectly recommended a psychiatrist . 
Indirectly I say because she did and would res ist any attempt to remove her fan
tas ies or whatever word a p sychiatris t uses . ] 

[ If you turn this page , you will meet the Great Prophet , Warkiee Sarheed . ]  
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I AM PROPHET SARHEED - WARKIEE SARHEED 
HEALAH AN ' MIRACLE WORKAH 

VOICE OF TRUTH 
WHEN AH BE ROUN ' THUH PEOPLE 

THA ' KNOW ME WELL 
THEY DON 'T LIKE TUH MEET ME 

TOO EARLY OR TOO LATE IN THUH EV 'NIN ' 
YES� THEY SAY,. "HE KIN TUH ' DOCTAH ' BUZZARD" 

AN ' THEY STILL IF AH GO TUH SUT CA 'LINA 
AN ' GO ON ONE SIDE OF THUH STREET 

A LOTTA OLDAH PEOPLE THEAH THAT REMEMBAH ME 
THEY 'LL GIT ON THUH OTHAH SIDE 

[Here is the famous Prophet who appears with me , the author , in that colored 
photograph of us at the end of volume 3 .  Pleas e do no t call that red head-cov
ering he wears a turban , because this is his individual seeing and hearing hat , 
wh ich mus t be  made in a cer tain des ign ,  f rom certain material , of  certain co lor , 
with certain rites . I would be safe in saying he is the only person in the world 
who could make it  or use it . When this hat is upon his head his eyes and ears 
become a t t uned to things unseen and unspoken . How an ordinary Kodak , mine and 
an inexpensive one , could have taken that famous picture mus t rema in a mystery . 
Three times I met the Prophe t ,  naturally in three different places , and three 
times I interviewed him .  D o  you remember how Hamlet shifts his ground in the 
presence of the sp irit? And the f irst time I saw the Great Presence was after 
midnight ! ]  

[ Truthfully , after dark would have sa t i s f ied magic requirements , after mid
night was merely human error , Mr . Cubby ' s .  That night , July 22 , 1970 , I had 
gone to bed about 10 : 30 .  Sometime a f ter 11 : 00 the t elephone rang and the vo ice 
was Mr . Cubby ' s ,  "The Prophet will see you at once  if you can come . I could b e  
ther e in 15 minutes . Mr . Herman will s tay with him,  Charles will be with me . "  
These latter two had been working on the Prophet for some t ime to arrange a 
meeting . I must  have said come at once . Within 1 5  minutes I was ready . Then 
followed 30 , 45 and almo s t  60 minutes and no Mr . Cubby ! I became worried . He 
a pro f e s s ional taxicab d river could not be los t ! But he had b een ! We star t ed 
out a f t er midnight heading for a place near 22nd S treet , a distric t that was 
tough and dangerous even in daylight ! You will hear more about it la ter . ] 

[Within 15 minutes we suddenly stopped in front o f  a house quit e  back from 
the s t reet , a former white mans ion no doub t , having an extra-wide front door op en 
and through which the hall light would guide us forward .  There was nothing else 
to see,  except a dis tant and dim s t r ee t  lamp . Not a sound disturbed the still
nes s , yet this was a heavily populated section of  the community . Even b efore 
we reached the door we could smell inc ense burning . Its odor became almost  suf
f icating after we entered . ] 

[ Ins ide the door and straight forward were extra-wide s tairs , treads at leas t  
5 feet long , which led up to the second floor . At the top o f  the stairs w e  turned 
right becaus e we saw Mr . Herman , who would almo s t  immediately introduce us to the 
Prophet who soon entered from a room across the hall . Incense was burning every
where , also several white candles . There was no altar , the Prophet wore no 
sacred vestments .  After all , we were in a kitchen . ] 

[Then we crossed the hall into a small b edroom with 2 uncomfo r table chairs . 
The Prophet sat in one , I as gue s t  o f  honor sat in the o ther , Cubby and Charles 
chose the edge of the bed , and Herman ' s  rest ing place I no longer remember . 
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Several times Mr . Cubby had to leave for 5 or 10 minutes to seek fresh air out
side . I also suspected , though I did not ask , he had departed to see whether 
our car or any part of it was s t il l  there ! ]  

[ Though the Prophet does no t  mention it , I had not missed the symbolism .  From 
darkness we had entered the light , had b een purif ied by incense ,  had struggled 
upward , and had f inal ly greeted a Mas t er ! Prepare ! Be Worthy ! ] 

HYATT (The voice you hear is that of Harry Middleton Hyatt .  I am a clergy-
man of the Episcopal Church . I ' m  retired . )  

WARKIEE SARHEED How you spell Hyatt?  
HYATT (H-Y-A-T-T .  Harry Middleton Hyat t . )  
WARKIEE SARHEED Uh hum . Ret ired minis t er? 
HYATT (That ' s  right . I come from I ll inois . )  
WARKIEE SARHEED Come from I llinois . Uh , Doctah Hyatt ,  b efo ' we go into , all 

along , this is being reco ' ded as yo ' unders tan ' .  
(Yes . )  
Uh, why is it yo ' innahres ted , so innahres ted in thuh mahm that yo ' say his 

name , or yo ' know of as Doctah Buz zahd? 
(Becaus e , I have written - d id you see the book that I d id , the two-volume 

work? ) 
Ah haven ' t  seen anythin ' atall you ' ve done , sir . 
[Mr . Cubby had these two volumes for show purposes but even he had j ust met 

Warkiee Sarheed . ]  
(You didn ' t see the book? Oh , I ' ve done a two-volume work on hoodoo . )  
Voodoo ? 
(No , this • • •  ) [ I  evident ly wr ite word HOODOO on p iece of paper . ] 
Hoodoo? 
(Hoodoo , and • • •  ) [ I  write . ] 
Witchcraf ' • • •  

( • • •  Wit chcraf t and Rootwork • • •  ) [ I  write . ]  
Rootwork • • •  

( • • •  and Conj uration • • •  ) [ I  write . ] 
Conj u ' ation . 
(That ' s  right . )  
So  y o '  intahrested in thes e thin ' s  • • •  

(The second volume of  that is made up entirely of interviews with dOctors , 
with root doctors . ) 

I see . Yes . 
(Conj uremen . )  
Right . 
(Some of them are good . )  
Right . 
( I  worked in New Orleans , and I worked across the river in Algiers • • •  ) 
Yes . 
( I  did Waycross ,  Georgia .  I d id Brunswick . I did South Carolina , I did 

Charles ton . Twice [ I  did South Carolina ] . I wanted • • •  you know scholars are 
interest ed in this now .  Do you realiz e that? )  

I t  is true becaus e ,  yah s ee they have thuh , cause they b egan tub see that 
thes e thin ' s  does work. [They certainly work on the believer ' s  mind ! ] 

(They want to know what ' s  going on . )  
Right . 
(And the troub le is , they let it go too • • •  they should have been doing this 
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years ago . They missed a lot of these o ld- t imers , you know . ) 
Well . • •  

(These old- t ime root people who went out into the woods and gathered their own 
roots and that sort of  thing . Before they were , , . a lot of  thes e original rootmen 
before they were corrup ted by a lot of  innovations • • •  ) 

True . 
(You see? That sor t  of thing . ) 
That ' s  true . 
(Befor e  advert is ement [ by curio mail-order f irms ] and all that sort of thing . )  
Now, ah can s ee ,  when ah speak tuh yo ' , in p lain English , yo ' have tole me who 

yo ' were , yo ' tole me yo ' are writin '  a book • • •  

( I ' ve already writt en the book • • •  ) 
• • •  writ ten a book, that yo ' intahrest ed in some mo ' what yo ' call fac ' s .  
(That ' s  r ight . )  
Now , thuh things tha ' ah could 

intahrested , orig ' nal man dat dey 
in Beaufort County , Sou ' Ca ' lina . 

( I s ee . )  

tell yo ' , concernin ' thuh mahn tha ' yo ' are 
called Doctah Buzzahd . He lived his las ' yeah 

His name was a nickname dat dey gave ' im .  

But now yo ' s ay dat yo ' d o  not know his name . 
(That ' s  right . I do not know his actual name . ) 
Do yo ' wan ' ' is name ? )  
(Yes ! I think it ' d b e  f ine to have his name . )  
His name . Wel l ,  ah will give yo ' his name . HIS NAME IS STEPNEY ROBERTS. 

Now, theah [ there are ] many p eople tha ' yo ' prob ' ly s aw in Beaufort ,  Sou ' Ca ' 
lina are youngah . Ah am only s ixty-one mahself . Ah bo ' n  Octobah thuh twenty
s eventh , nineteen hunderd and nine . 

( S ixty-one ! )  
Yes . Ah am s ixty-one yeah o le .  
(You ' re young ! )  
Ah have live thuh mos ' of mah life in thuh Unided S tates . My mothah is bohn 

[born]  in Sou ' Ca ' lina . 
( I  see . )  
My fathah bo ' n  in Akiba [ ? ] Afr ika . 
(Oh yes . )  

This is in Ghana on thuh wes ' cos ' . 

Uh ,  uh , uh , in thuh b eginnin ' was not intahrest ed as many people are not now 
about hoodoo or rootwuk, cause of thuh li ' le educetion .  We believed , as thuh 
mos '  Wes t ern believe , tha ' this was all mat tah of supahstitiousness .  

( I  see . ) 
Tha ' there was no real base tub these thin ' s ,  tha ' thuh thin ' s would not hap

pun . It  was j usta f igament of thuh min ' . But as t ime wen ' along , an ' ah see 
this man tha ' yo ' call Doctah Buz zahd , doin '  miracal thin ' , such as thuh healin ' 
of thuh human body , wit ' is han ' o f  diffrun ' types of oil or bath , like ah do 
somet ime . He taught me b ecause this mahn eliterete.  An' thuh reason I became 
very c lose  to ' im is b ecause ah could read . An ' thuh liter ' ture he had , some 
of it come from Algiers . This is in Louis iana . Y o ' undahs tan ' ,  State of Louisi-
ana . 

(Oh , yes . )  
An ' he taught me some of thuh innah secrets , some of thes e ah have lost 

through thuh yeahs by doin '  o thah thin ' s .  
( I  s ee . ) 
An '  in the las t , uh s eventeen yeah , ah have b een workin ' exclusively in thuh 

fiel ' of Voodoo , or Hoodoo , as yo ' called it , an ' witchcraf ' . But I do not have 
time now to work wit ev ' ry or anybody . Yu ' see is b ecause ah say on thuh bot tom 
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of mah card that I produce result or refund yore money . [ For a reproduct ion of 
the Prophet Warkiee Sarheed ' s  profess iona l card , see Illustrations at end of 
volume 3 . ]  

(I  see . I see . )  
Yo ' see . Now , it ' s  not so much about me . This is what Stephney could do . 
(I  see . )  
He could work some miracals . I nevah knew thuh great secret of  how he would 

take thuh j ug of watah an ' do thuh same thin ' as Our Lawd and Savior Jesus Chris t  
did . He make a good drinkin ' wine . Yo '  see? 

( I  see . ) 
I heah many people talk about how he did this , ah do not know how he managed 

to  train these fowls - he had foah [ four ] - tha ' they was lak tame chickens . 
(Now were these chickens or were they buzzards? )  
They was nat ' ral buzzahds . What choo call o thah name for the buz zahd? 

There ' s  ano thah name for thuh buzzahd . 
CUPPY Vultures . 
Vulture . 
(Oh , vultures . I see . )  
Yes . Yes . They had been trained [ to row a boat ] .  Ah don ' t know how he man

aged tuh do this . Tha ' thuh foah o f  them could bring two people across thuh 
[water ] at  tha ' t ime . Now [ at present time ] yo ' can go on thuh road • • •  

(Oh yes . )  
In 19 2 7  yo ' couldn ' have gone on thuh road . Yo ' see , yo ' d  have tuh come 

across thah l i ' le ,  thuh watah , a stream of watah ; a purty good-size canal . He 
would be on thuh o thah s ide of thuh home . Ah wish yo ' could see thuh o le house . 
Thuh ole house s t ill stand . 

(Old house . Urn hum . )  
This ole house . ' Rig ' nal house where he lived an ' died . Ya heah what ah 

said? 
(I hear . ) 
Thuh ' rig ' nal Doatah Buzzahd . His daughtah lived theah . An '  he did many 

thin ' s .  Now, yo ' ask me , "Whut yo ' call many thin ' s ? "  
(Now, what I want you t o  t el l me i s  how you happened t o  meet Doator Buz zard . )  

Ah met Doatah Buzzard because Doatah Buz zard • • •  
( I  mean how old were you and how you happened to meet him . ) 
Oh ! Ah was about uh , maybe wel l ,  ah know who he was , ah even see him when ah 

was a l i ' le boy . ' Cause we ' ve vis ited his home . 
(Ooohh ! I see . Your mo ther was born in S outh Carolina? ) 
Right . 
( I  see . Oh , near Beaufort [ Bu ' fert ] . )  
[ Beaufort , North Carolina , pronounce bo ' fert . ] 
Right . Li ' le place they call Grace Hill . 
(Oh , Grace Hill . )  
Out from Beaufort south of  Burton goin '  tuh Charleston . Yah see? 
(I see . ) 
An ' , uh , this is our fam ' ly ,  thuh Fritz , thuh Browns and thuh Warrens . An '  

thuh Rob erts . 
(Oh yes . )  
Now, thuh only one l ivin ' , tha ' is , mah cous in , his daughtah . Tha ' ' rig ' nal 

fam' ly of  thuh Roberts . She is thuh only one l ivin ' tuhday . As she was livin ' 
in , uh , 1969 . Yah see? Ah have not b in [ been ]  tub So ' Ca ' l ina since then . Oh , 
ah say ah was about , when ah began tuh undahs tan ' tha ' he was a mysterious mahn , 
ah ' magine ah was about nine yeah ole . About nine yeah ole . 
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(Were you afraid? Did • • •  were the children afraid of  Doator Buz zard ? )  
No , he luv childrun . 
(No ! No ! )  [ He does not understand what I mean . ] 
He luv childrun . He luv people gener ' ly ,  but he was a mahn tha ' did thin ' 

tha ' had tub be done . An ' thuh f irs ' , thuh cleares ' incadent [ incident ] in mah 
min ' is tub remembahin ' a man who got shot at Bethel Church . A mahn go t sho t . 
An '  they arres ' this mahn . An ' thuh talk wuz tha ' if he saw Buz zahd , tha ' he 
wouldn ' t go tub prison . An' he did no t go tuh prison . But yah see when yah go 
back this fah an ' remembahs an ' yo ' have no t kep ' up wit this thin ' , maybe yuh 
own work . I would haf ' tuh go tuh Beaufort an '  see mah cous in . An '  maybe pull 
out some o '  thuh o le records . Some of  it ' s  mah own writin ' . Mah own writin ' , 
yah see . An ' uh • • •  Thuh thin ' tha ' yo ' have been tole . Now , this does no t come 
from me , lookin ' at yore work . It come from mah own special min ' . [ I t  certainly 
does ! ] I t  tell me , tha ' yo ' haf ' no t re ' lly , as of yet , learnt any great s ecret 
about Doatah Buzzahd . 

(No , I haven ' t  learned any great secrets about him . ) [ I  am no t quite certain 
what I mean here . The Prophet would have been surprised to know how much mater
ial there is about Doator Buzzard in these volumes of HOODOO. ] 

Yah see , because thuh people tha ' yo ' met were too young tub know him . An ' 
thuh people tha ' knew him, they only knew him by wo id of  mout ' ,  nuthin by touch 
or see wit theah phys ical eye . This makes a dif f ' runce . [He is saying here 
that he is the only person who actually knew Rob erts , one of the Doator Buz zards . ]  

(What about his personal appearance? ) 
Yah mean ' is appeahence? 
Physical appearance . )  
Uh , Doatah Buz zahd was a black mahn , wit extrem ' ly red-lookin ' eyes an ' had 

a deep seemin ' ly ,  a fo ' eign [ foreign = faraway ] look . Yo ' know whut ah mean by 
fo ' eign , like he was always lookin ' beyond whut he ' s ,  yo ' re lookin ' at . [ The 
preceding red- Zookin ' eyes was a special f eature of roo t doctors , see margin 
title RED EYES , p . 29 5 , v . l . ] 

Yah see? 
( I  see . ) 
An '  dis is thuh thin ' about it . An ' thuh only t ime - now ah was one of thuh 

f ew tha ' ah knowed he ' lowed [ allowed ] in his innah o f f ice . 
(You were one of the people he liked . )  
Ah ' d  say his fav ' rit e . [ Remember it  is one o ' clock in the morning , candles 

are burning and incense is choking us ! ]  
(Good . )  
One of his fav ' rite cous ins . 
(Good ! Good ! )  [ Somewhere else in HOODOO Doator Buz zard has a cousin , where? ; 

a son p . 895 , l ine 4 9 ;  a s is t er ,  p . 895 , line 1 7 ; see future Index . Doator Buz
zard is a complicated legend . ]  

One of  his fav ' rite cous ins . 
(You were r elated to him? ) 
Ah ' m  a f irs ' cousin, ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now . 
(Fir s t  cous in ! )  
I mean tuh tell yah , s ir ,  now tha ' this is no • • • I believe bec ' use  l ike ah go 

home , if ah want ed tuh go up tub Beaufort , ah go dere in three days . [ Three days 
is magic time , the trip could have been made in two days . ]  Ah would go tub thuh 
co ' thouse [ cour thouse ]  an ' git  tha ' info ' ma t ion , fo ' one [ a  p erson] because they 
had many cases theah he ' d  won . [Prophet is saying Buz zard appears in courthouse 
records ! ]  An ' long t ime they keep him from goin ' ' round thuh cB ' thouse .  [ O ther 
traditions say Doctor Buz zard never appeared but sent substitutes : snakes , b irds , 
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etc . ] 
( I  see .  They wouldn ' t  let him in the courthouse? ) 
Aftah awhile they begin tuh know ' im , when they had a case tha ' he was goin ' 

' roun ' theah . They move ' em ' roun ' away , from ' roun ' the co ' thouse . But yah 
could always len ' [ borrow] his fowls [ buzzards ] .  This is whut ah could nevah 
undahs tan ' ,  thut mis ' try [myst ery ] . [ Borrowed buz zards ! Even the Prophet could 
no t b elieve this ! ]  

(Oh ! How ' s  that? Now tell me what they say he did . )  
He didn ' t tell me how he d id this . 
(No , but what do people think he did? ) 
He would tell at a cert ' in time , tha ' a cert ' in mahn would go [ to ]  tha ' co ' t 

[ court ] . Prob ' ly would visit  thuh co ' thouse thuh night befo ' . An ' we would do 
s ome work theah . Theah are many thin ' that ' ll work fo ' yah an ' will work against 
yah . Ah cannot say [ tell you ]  all of these  things . Ah know s ecret about spidah 
web an ' graveyahd dirt he ' ps [helps ] a man in trouble . Ah know a s ecret about 
aig , fresh hen aig , that ' ll stop cert ' in type of trouble . Yah s ee? But dab 
who le poin ' about it , fo ' awhile , he was mo s ' ly feahed [ feared ] ' aroun ' in Beau
fort County [ South Caro lina ] . An ' in Chatham County [ Georgia ] . This is Savannah, 
yo ' know . Savannah is in Chatham County , 44 miles from Beaufor t .  

( I  see . Why were they afraid of him? ) 
Well , like ah said b efo ' , uh , yo '  know , thuh word o f  mout ' .  People talk about 

dub mahn tha ' does diffrunt thin ' from othah people .  
( I  know ! I know ! ) 
Yuh see whut ah mean? 
( I  know . If you are different . )  
J is ' diffrunt . Jis ' l ike it  is wit me , now . When ah ' m ,  when ah be roun ' thuh 

people tha ' know me wel l ,  they don ' like tuh meet me too early or  too late in 
thuh ev ' nin ' • 

[ Hyat t  laughs . ] 
Yes , they say ,  "He kin thuh Buz zahd . "  Yah s ee , an ' they s t ill , if ah go tub 

S ou '  Ca ' linah , ah go on one s ide of thuh s treet an ' a lat ta oldah people theah , 
tha ' remembah me ,  they ' ll g it on thuh othah side.  Do yah see? 

(Of all things ! )  
Do yah see whut ah mean? They s ee that ah have mys terious • • •  [Mr . Cubby inter-

rupts  and kills the great mys tery ! ]  
(What ? )  [Hyat t talking to Cubby . ]  
CUBBY I t ' s  all r ight [ referring to time on tape ] . 
( Is it s ti ll all right ? )  
CUBBY I mean , I ' m only about through • • •  it ' s lookin ' all right . 
HYATT ( I t  [ tape ] looks al l  r ight ? )  
CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT [ to Prophe t ] . I know what you mean because I remember when I was a boy 

[ in second grade at Jackson S chool and o ccas ionally passed B les s ing Hospital ] I 
was afraid o f  hosp itals , and when I got to a hospital I ' d  walk across the street ,  
I didn ' t walk r ight by on the s idewalk in front of the hospital , I went on the 
o ther side of the s treet . Well , they were j us t  beg inning to talk about germs 
f ly ing around in the air and all that sort of thing , so I played it saf e .  

PROPHET Well , that i s  certainly very int eres ting . 
(Now, suppos e  in the old day I went to see Doc tor Buz zard .  Could I get to 

him? ) 
No , no t dyrekly [ dir ectly ] .  
( I  couldn ' t get to Doctor Buz zard ? ) 
Thuh only way yo ' get tub h im ,  if he see yuh - now ah use this term see , 
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' cause like ah tole this mahn [Herman ] awhile ago , when he [Herman went outside 
to ] look fo '  yuh . Wha ' did ah tell yuh , mah bro thah? 

HERMAN Said , an [Hyatt ]  had tub come tub yuh , yo ' had tub be • • •  [ Herman s tarts 
to tell too much ! ]  

PROPHET Ah ' m  not talkin ' dis pahticlah ques tion • • •  Ah ' m  askin ' whut ah tell 
yuh about thuh t ime they would come heah [when Mr . Cubby and I would arrive ] . 

HERMAN Oh ! Ten • • •  yo ' said ten minutes . 
PROPHET [ speaking to  Hyat t ]  Within the sight o f  [ inside of ] ten minute yo ' 

would be heah . [Notice how the Prophet turns Mr . Cubby ' s  get ting- los t mis take 
into an aggrandizement of his own foreseeing power ! ] 

Ah didn ' t have tub worry whethah yo ' was comin ' • Ah don ' t  know how ah really do 
the se thin ' s , but ah knew i t  would happun in thuh time ah say . I t  really works . 

HERMAN Within s ix minutes . 
(Yes , well , that ' s marvelous , that ' s  wonderful . )  
Yah see • • •  

(He [ Buzzard ] knew in advance • • •  ) 
He knew tha ' he had someone across thuh rivah .  Wha ' we call across was j is ' 

li ' le canal . Den he would s en '  fo ' him . 
(Whom would he send? ) 
Oh , he sen ' one o f  those , he sen ' one thos e  foah red , uh , Buz zahds they call . 
(You mean he sent the buz zards across the • • •  ) 
Yeah , they fly . Yo ' know they go , they go , j is '  f ly on thuh boat . He tell 

' em mahn name , whut tub do an ' this ah couldn ' t undahstan ' .  
(You mean the buzzards go t in the boat? ) [What a tongue- in- cheek ques t ion ! ]  
How do yah think they oah [ oar (row) the boat if they didn ' t  get in ] ?  
( I  don ' t know . ) 
Row . Ah don ' t know eithah . Ah don ' t know , ah f iggah it mightah been some 

type of prop . An ' he had this uh , yuh know thuh [ through ] yogi [ he says yoger ] 
does a lotta things , too , yo ' know , thuh people tha ' believe in yogi an ' work 
this thin ' . I t ' s  min ' ovah mattah . I t  must ' a [mus t have ] been some poss ' ble  
way dat he  had uh, had trained ' em tha ' they could get  each one - get tub a 
certain oah , yah see , an ' thuh boat would begin tub move . An '  when they git 
ovah theah , ah don ' t know whut would hap ' uned ovah thuh [ o ther ] side , ah ' ve 
been only this side . An ' ah see tha ' one would f ly aroun ' an ' they p ick out 
cert ' in people an ' they pick one o '  two an ' they cro s s  back [ over the canal or , 
channel ] . Now , dose would be thuh one he see tha ' day .  

Yo ' couldn ' t walk in theah an ' j is '  say , "Ah go tub see • • •  " Like yo ' walk 
in tub see • • •  yo ' know people don ' t walk in tub see me . Re ' lly dey be , come 
f irs ' , dey come in an ' registah , yo ' know . 

But , uh , ah have way a [ of ]  co ' mun ' catin ' wit S tephney Roberts . When ah 
have a b ig prob lem .  [ Remember , Roberts has been dead for some years ! ]  When 
ah have someone in ser ' ous trouble , like murdah , or rap e ,  or arsonry ,  a ser ' ous 
crime . Then ah have way of co ' mun ' catin ' wit ' im . 

(Is  he alive? You say? ) 
Listen to what ah 'm sayin ' tub yo ' , "No . "  Ah wan '  tub be fair , b ecause yo ' 

can f ind dese thin ' s out , ah don ' t want tub lie because • • •  

(No , no , no . )  
• • •  embarr ' ss in ' tub mah fam ' ly . An ' then even whut ah may be talkin ' about 

may be embarrassin ' tub them in thuh future if they should read it [ in your 
book ] but den we won ' t  min ' this b ecause thuh truth yo ' kin f in '  out . 

(That ' s  it . That ' s  i t . )  
That ' s  whut ah wan ' choo tub have . 
(Yes . I want the truth . ) 
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We haven ' t  t ime fo ' people tub t ell falsehoods about thin ' s they can tell 
thuh truth about . Whut ah say tub yuh , thuh term o f  co ' mun ' cat ion , if ah have 
problum tuhnight tha ' ah do not know how tuh solve , ah will fast two days . Ah 
will take three pennies an ' a hen aig if ah go tub tub r ivah . From thuh rivah 
ah ' ll go tub thuh cemetery , ah will fin '  a cert ' in grave , a cer t ' in grave . When 
ah use thuh term "a cert ' in grave , "  ah say a cert ' in grave . Theah ah wil l leave 
thuh three pennies an' thuh aig . Ah will go back two days [ goes back on third 
day ] . Ah p ick up thuh aig an ' thuh three penny . Ah bring ' em an ' put ' em  undah 
mah bed heah . [ Cubby and someone else were actually sitting on edge of bed - a 
very small room , ] An ' he [Doctor Buzzard ] come an ' visit me j is '  as plain as yo ' 
are . An ' thin ' s he • • •  show me whut tub do or tell me , ah do j is ' that an ' ah win 
thuh case . 

( I  see . )  
[ Is this man lying? No t too much ! He lives in a world of his own ! ] 
This is thuh reason ah don ' t ah don ' t take no cases fo ' les s than this • • •  yo ' 

know 21 hunderd ,  13  dollah an ' 1 3  cent [ $ 2 11 3 . 1 3 ] . Unless ah take a b ig murdah 
case . fo ' • • •  [ For other examples of 1 3  c ent s or odd fees see elsewhere in HOODOO. ] 
Ah don ' t take all thuh money ' till thuh people git resu ' t . Ah take a paht [ part ] 
of  i t  then . [There are several stories in HOODOO about accepting only odd sums 
of money . ] 

(How much money do you charge ? ) 
Fo ' a murdah trial , firs ' degree murdah , ah tell thuh mahn tha ' ah get him 

free .  Ah tell ' im  thir teen hunderd thirteen dollah an ' thirteen cent on some 
cases . Then on o thah cases , ah tell ' im twenty-one hunderd , thirteen cents . 
[ I mean twenty-one hunderd ] thirteen dollah an ' thirteen cent . But in all of 
these thin ' s ,  ah do not evah take all thuh o fferin ' ' ti l  aftah they have had 
concrete resu ' t of mah work . Do yo ' see whut ah say tub yo ' ?  

( I see . ) 
If  a mahn brin '  all thuh money heah tuhnight [ he chants some words ] .  Excuse 

me now, this is Arabic , speakin ' tuh thuh Great Gawd of Gawds . [ Chants more 
words . ] Uh, ah will tell yo ' this , tha ' uh , somet ime thuh spirit tells yo ' tub 
hol ' up an ' wait awhile an ' see . [We have the words recorded . I doub t Arabic , 
more likely mumbo jumbo . ] 

( I  see . ) 
An ' ah speak now , an ' ask them if , whut evah our , our convahsation has been , 

an ' if it ' s  fo ' good , ah want tub show it in a lit tle smoke - not a big explo
s ion - in thuh Name of  thuh Great Gawd of Gawds , thuh same Gawd tha ' to ld uh 
Moses tha ' Ah Am .  We ask yo ' tuh show us if we are right or good [ in doing what 
I am doing , telling secrets to a stranger ] .  

[He is lighting a flare or something dur ing this ( says Doctor Hyatt) . ] 
[ Incense I think, says transcriber Mrs . Dyel . ]  
[We shall learn more about this later .  While addressing the Great Gawd of 

Gawds , he also appears to be talking to the Spirit of Doctor Buz zard . ]  
Ah wil l  tell yo ' now [he says to Sp ir it ] evahthin ' tha ' not very cleah tub 

me , because it ' s  too much to think about . Ah don ' t know, ah see an ' ah do not 
see c leahly . Whuthah all of yuh convahsat ion whuthah this ' ll be good , whuthah 
[whether ] a big inves tiga t ion because yo ' know thuh gov ' ment prac ' ly killed mah 
cous in [Doctor Buz zard ] hahm ' im  fo ' income tax . Ah don ' t  know whut trouble his 
daughtah may be in caus e ah haven ' t  see her since ' 5 9 ,  ' 69 .  Please excuse thuh 
mis take ' 69 .  He [Hyatt ]  say yo ' [ Buz zard ] have somethin '  tha ' may be he' pful 
[ helpfu l ]  tuh lot of people . An ' ah could g ive freely . But ah will wait an ' 
see . How yuh spirit is an ' yuh real ' ty [ reality? ] of voice tuh thin ' s  tha ' he 
done . Theah are thin ' s tha ' he [ Buz zard ] did tha ' no othah mahn had done in 
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thuh Unit ed S tates or thuh Wes t ern Worl ' , we believe . [He s tops the soliloquy or 
prayer . ] 

(How ' s that [ tape I ask Mr . Cuppy ] . Is  that near the end? That ' s  only a 
thirty minute s ide . )  

(Before we leave this , pardon me for the interruption , bef ore we leave this , 
is this any special type of incense that you ' re using here in the shell? [ He is 
burning incense in a shell . ] Does it have to be any type , any particular type 
of  shell? ) 

Not necessar ' ly . Ah use these shells b ecause they keep it cool . 
( I  see . I s ee . ) 
If yo ' have thuh right incense an ' it [ have ] been bless - it [ this incense ]  

have been consecrated for cert ' in thin ' s  - then theah , ah use thuh shell because 
yah s ee it no t tub burn fas ' on thuh table , or in glass , it may break glas s , de
pendin ' on thuh stren ' th of it . 

(Now what do you mean about the government getting af ter DoctoP Buz zard? ) 
He owned a lotta propahty at one time . An '  they begin to hound ' im  fo ' income 

tax . They b egan tub hound ' im fo ' income tax . Mahn il ' iterate . He don ' t undah
s tan '  like o thah people an ' he don ' t know where tub turn tub because  he didn ' t  
think he had too many friends . He f iggahed thuh las t  t ime thuh people was usin ' 
' im when he went tub his so-called frien ' s they , they did like thuh mos t  frien ' s  
wil l  do , they back away , because if he didn ' t have thuh knowledge of thuh gov ' 
ment , some twenty yeahs ago we have now . Right? 

(No . You ' r e  r ight . You ' re right . )  
See? So when we say thuh gov 'ment aftah yo ' ,  we think yo ' sho '  [ sure ] goin '  

tub j ail . 
( I  know .)  
An '  yo ' git oldah , an ' yo ' don ' t  have someone tub s t ick in close tub yo ' ,  den 

yo ' don ' t know which way tub turn zackly [ exactly ] . 
( I  know . ) 
So yo '  become l ike o thah people yo ' b ecome nervous , undecided . Even tho ' yo ' 

know thuh greates ' of secrets , but yo ' didn ' t always wan ' tub leave ' em  ' cause 
yo ' didn ' t think they ' d b e  appreciated . 

( I  [ speaking to Mr . Cubby ] was telling him [Prophet ] about the • • •  you never 
showed him my books did you , the two volumes ? )  

CUBBY No , I have them in the car though . 
(You ' d like to see those books?) [Addres sed to the Prophet . ] 
Ah would frankly l ike to see ' em .  
(Well g o  down and get them [ to Cubby ] . I ' ll show you [ to the Prophet ] pictures 

of some of - some of , coup le of my contac t men . )  
[ Cubby returns with the two volumes . ] 
Uh , heah is what happuned theah? [Asks the Prophet . ] 
( I ' ll show you . I got DoctoP Buz zard in there . Show you DoctoP Buz zard in 

there . )  
Who ? Didn ' t know his [ real ] name , how do you know it ' s  DoctoP Buzzahd? 
[What are you going to do with a question like that at 1 A.M.  in the morning 

and under such unusual circumstances? ] 
(Well , I don ' t know . This is what people to ld me . I never met him person

ally . )  
Well,  I ' ll tell yuh whut happuned theah . Uh, yo ' want [ to know] thing ·when 

yuh goin '  sell a book . 
[Another problem for such a session ! ) 
(Now there again , I ' m not selling the book ! ) 
I undahstan ' yo ' prob ' ly givin ' them away ? 
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(I ' m  not selling the book at all . This is  entirely a work for  scholarship . 
I t ' s  - the book is b eing sold by American University of Washington ,  D . C  and for 
a fund . )  

I see . 
(A research fund . Uh ,  all I get , all I get from this - expense !  All I get 

are expenses ! I don ' t get anything out of the books or anything at all ! That ' s  
all ! I ' ve been working on b lack and whites for years trying to - this is a 
study of their thoughts , the supers titions , everything .  This is folklore . I t ' s  
ca lled folklore . )  

Folklore? 
(Folklore . )  
Ah undahs tan ' folklore quite well . 
[ From the preced ing discuss ion and elsewhere ,  there is no doubt in my mind , 

after the publication o f  the f irst two volumes of  HOODOO , I had no int ention 
of actually attempt ing another volume . True , I was trying to collec t new mater
ial in Florida , but this as well as unused material at  home would be  left to the 
Library of Congress . S ince I could no t poss ibly keep Mrs . Pogge busy , she had 
accep ted a teaching position b eginning S ep t ember , 1 9 7 0 . ] 

(Now , I ' ll tell you [Mr . Cubby ] what I want you to do here , look in the Index 
o f the 1st  volume and see what • • •  Doc tor Buz zard is down here . Here you [ who ? ] 
handle this and listen to the conversat ion . What ' s  this , the second volume? ) 

CUBBY No that ' s  volume one . 
(That ' s  volume one . Now , I ' ll show you that . "Doctor" Buz zard ' s  name in 

here . )  
No , yo ' show me some one yo ' call "Doctah" Buz zahd . 
[ Perhaps the early morning hour , incense , everything now comes out ! ] 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  right . That ' s  all r ight . Now you call , you call your

self so-and-so . I ' m taking your word for it . I can ' t prove it ! )  
That ' s  right , but we can prove that what I • • •  [ I  ignore this . ]  
(Now , here ' s  a map - here ' s  a map of  the places where I collected , every state 

in the South [ except Texas ] .  That ' s  a map . Every state in the South . )  
Yeah , now I don ' t see Beaufort  deah . ! l !  
(Well no , I didn ' t collec t any • • •  I wasn ' t  • • •  ! mentioned Beaufort several 

places in the book . But I didn ' t collec t anything there because no one , this ,  
this Roberts or Rob inson was , was , had had a stroke and I couldn ' t  get anything 
out of him .  There was ano ther man there , I forgot , I ment ioned in there • • .  ) 
[ This man Roberts  I ment ion is surely the Roberts or Doctor Buz zard he is talking 
about ! ! !  1 

Um hm . 
(Let me show you , let me show you what I have there about • • •  ) [ I  am turning 

pages of 2 volumes trying to f ind mater ial about Buz zard . ]  
Um hm .  Which one of  you gent lemen have a c igarette please . 
[ Cubby mumbles . ]  
(My f ingers are so bare [ skin rubbed off ] I can ' t [ turn pages o f  the two 

HOODOO vo lumes . Here ' s  another reference to the conditions of  my hands ! ] .  
Here ' s  a ,  I have , I call him • • •  here ' s  Doctor Robinson, Jacksonville . Did you 
ever hear of Doctor Small of Florenc e , South Caro l ina? ) 

Yeah . 
(There was a Doctor Harris of • • • Doctor Buz zard o f  Beaufort , page 891 . That ' s  

in volume 1 .  891 , 892 • • •  [ turning pages ] . )  
Is the recordah s t ill on? [Who says this ? ] 
(Here , look, look right here . Look down there . )  
PROPHET Let ' s  see what it says here . 
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(All r ight , you go right ahead . Be delighted to let you see what I have to 
say about Doctor Buz zard . )  

[ Long pause . ]  [ So we cont inue until I find something suitable to say . ] 
Um hm . No . No good . This is all right fo ' readin ' , it ' s  no good atal l . A 

mahn could no t a done whut he done an ' be o f  faith . One time thuh mahn owned 
mos ' of Beaufort County , period . These thin ' s  I t el l  yuh could f ind • • •  [ in the 
Beaufort County courthouse he was going to say ] . 

( I  never said , I never said that Doctor Buz zard • • •  ) 
An '  this is whut ah ' m  goin ' tuh say tuh yo ' ,  yo ' know • • •  

[ Both talk at same t ime . ] 
We ' re not talkin ' about this , say yo ' uh , let ' s  s ee wha ' it says heah • • •  roo t 

specialis ' in innaview sect ion . Uh ,  Beaufort , yo ' know . See Doctor Buz zahd at 
Beaufort .  Tha ' s a fairy tale . Yo ' know. [Doctor Buzzard was not in the town 
of Beaufort , but he was in Beaufort County . ]  

(Well , that ' s ,  I d idn ' t say that • • • ) [He does not understand that I report 
what people tell me , I do no t make it  up ! ]  

[ Proceeds to read from text ] • • •  "s tory , go down to the sea . All right . Thuh 
boat capsizes with f ish , well , about three or fo ' day , what did dey f ind ? Thuh 
boat when dey see de boat , thuh boat come dripp in ' [ drifting ] up to de dock wit 
f ish in dat boat an ' dey ,  when de boat comin ' up to de  dock , thuh buzzahd done 
eat de fish . Uh ,  evah s ince tha ' day , he says , Buz zahd done , what done rowed de 
boa t ,  he rowed de boat to Beaufor t . "  Buz zahd , ah nevah s een him on a boat in 
mah life . [ It does  not say in the t ext that the Doctor himself was in a boat . ] 

(Well,  lets • • • I 'm not saying • • •  ) [ I  merely mumbl e . ] 
Ah undahs tand yo ' very cleahly . Yo ' tole me how yo ' get yuh resahch . 
(No , no , I ' m  no t saying this . This is what some person said . )  
Yes . 
(That ' s  all I can do . )  
Um hmmmm. Now • • •  

[ I  f inally think of  something to say ! ] 
(That ' s  the r eason I ' m coming to you now, to  get the truth . )  
I f  yo ' wan ' thuh trut ' . 
( I  want the truth . )  
Ah have thuh record , I don ' t have it in mah • • •  [ rummages around in his pockets ! 

We are in the pres ence of an expert ! ] .  
(Yes . ) 
Ah could eas ' ly get it if ah was in Beaufort . Yo ' know? 
(Yes . )  
Ah could go to Beaufort to uh , get uh , info ' mation , that  ah want about thuh 

man whose propah name was S tephny Robots • • •  R-0-B-E-R-T-S . Robahts . An ' ,  uh , 
' is ole home s t ill s tan ' , it  did in ' 69 .  An ' ' is daughtah s till l ive . She an ' 
huh cous in . 

(Did anyone ever carry on his work aft er he died . )  
Wel l ,  ah am s u ' posed to b e  carryin ' on thuh basic paht [ par t ]  in the f iel ' of  

healin ' . 
( I  see . ) 
But , now theah is a mahn tha ' does this woik but no one can see  ' im in thuh 

Unided S tate unless ah recommend ' em pers ' na ' ly an ' then it may take from three 
tuh s ix mont . If he should see ' em .  

( I  s ee . )  
He may not think thuh t ime tha ' he would take wit ' ' em  is wo ' th [worth ] his 

t ime . 
( I  see . I s ee . ) 
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N o  one , no one , no t even his  s is tah can s ee ' im tuhday wit ' out mah recommend-
ation . He is a third cous in [ of mine ] but yah s ee wit ' in thuh las ' five yeahs . 

(I  s ee . )  
Do yah s ee? [ I see very well . ] 
(Did Doctor Buz zard take any peop le to train them in this work? ) 
He t rained me in some way . 
( I  s ee . ) 
He trained me . [No tice how eas ily he changed and increased the value of  

trained ! ]  Ah lef t Washington , D . C . in 1939 . An' ah came tuh s tay three yeahs 
[with Buz zard ] .  I learnt duh s ecrut of healin ' . Ah learnt duh s ecrut of how 
tuh cure ole so ' s .  Yo ' don ' t • • •  ' s tand [ understand ] yo ' see  p eople wit so ' s  tha ' 
they nevah would git  wel l? 

(The o l d  sores on the l eg • • •  ) 
On thuh leg , on thuh body some place . 
(Oh yes . I s ee . ) 
Get well . 
(I see . Like bed sores . )  
Right . Yes . Bed so ' not so bad ; yo ' j es '  wash [with ] cert ' in thin ' an ' dey 

git well r ight away , but wit othah so ' s  it , dere not cure fo ' , it  s eem tub 
thuh doatah can ' t f ind a solut ion . 

(I  see . ) 
Sometime dey say dey been hurt.  Yo ' wouldn ' t believe this , yah see ,  how like 

it is . Ah, if ah don' t wan ' yo ' t o  evah come back ag ' in ,  when yo ' leave tub
night ah do somepin , yo ' could nevah come in ag ' in ,  ag ' in .  

( I  see . ) 
Ah do this wi t a small box of lye . 
( I  see . )  

Yo ' undahs tan ' whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yah? 
(I  understand , I understand . )  
S o ,  this is thuh thin ' tha ' ah don ' t undahstan ' all thuh mysteries of it , but 

ah do know from prac tice tha ' it works . 
(Now ,  how did a person, [ if ]  a person wanted , was in trouble,  want ed to see 

Doctor Buz zard to work f o r  him ,  how did he do it in the old days? How would he 
get to see him? ) 

Now , nine [ t imes ]  out of  t en thuh person was in bad trouble would be in j ai l .  
S ome o f  thuh rel ' t ives would come . 

(How is that ? [ I  ask about casset t e . ] That can ' t be s t il l  • • •  ) 
CUBBY Yo '  got j es '  about ano thah minute . 
(All  right , then you turn it over , f lip it over then . All right . " Sorry" 

[ to Prophet ] .  Ah , now , they s end somebody that ' s  in the family . Wel l ,  how 
would they get to  him? ) 

At tha ' time ,  if he f iggah thuh case was worthy of ' is service • • • •  He would 
t el l  ' em  tuh bring um somethin ' belong tub this individ ' al , say a sho e ,  sock or 
even a suit of c lo thes . An ' what he did wit tha ' is a secret . But ah have 
tried it an ' ah s ee tha ' it  does work . 

( I t  does work. ) 
Um hm . 
(Now ,  when they came to him did he ever refuse to take people , to take cases? )  
Um hm .  
(He refused t o  take cases ? ) 

Many of ' um  too small .  He tole me these secrets . He says , "The po ' wil l  
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always b e  with yo ' • • • •  If yo ' are goin ' to wo ik, g ive all tha ' choo have tuh 
people yo ' work fo ' , if dey abal [ able]  to pay . " There [ then ] they come a cas t ,  
or a case , tha ' choo know thuh circums tance , was • • • cause this troub l e ,  then 
he ' p  this person . If they ' re hungry nevah turn ' em aroun ' . Now ,  this is the 
way he worked . Like ah ' m  s ayin ' tuh yo ' .  

(Al l right , I wanted to ask you about this . There was some talk that some 
of  these doators� Doator Buz zard , one for example , some of these  other doators 
that you didn ' t pay them ,  they say [ t el l ]  you go on home , and you put the money 
on the mantel or the middle of the table or something , I ' l l p ick it up . That 
you? ) 

Oh , yo ' mean like put thuh money in thuh han ' ?  
(Yes . ) 
Oh , yo ' don ' t have tuh put duh money in thuh han ' yo ' can put it anywheah , 

aroun ' thuh wel l ,  undah thuh s teps . 
(And you ' d be  thirty miles away? ) 
Thirty ?  What do yo ' mean thirty? Doesn ' t make no d iffrunt [ how far away 

the money is ] .  I don ' t know this secret how he able to get this money . 
(He got his money • • •  ) 
It would come t o  h im .  
( I t  would come to him. ) 
Yo ' undahs tan '  whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yuh? 
( I  unders t and . )  
Somet ime he tell ' um  tuh put it in thuh whut they call thuh night pot . Yo ' 

know whut a night pot is?  
(Oh ! )  [I  assure you I was not shocked ! ] 
An '  they wrap it [ payment ] up in a l eaf of  thuh Bib le . Ah don ' t know how ex

ac ' ly he was able tuh do these thin ' s  b ecause this was beyon ' mah imag ' nation at  
thuh t ime .  [ No tice how he qualifies everything - at thuh time , leaving an "ouet '  

for  a future occasion . ]  An' when ah las ' talk wit him concernin ' these thin ' s ,  
he said , "Son , "  says , " this will come tuh yo ' if yo ' j us '  keep thuh faith . " 
Then ah say , "Well,  if all ah need is faith ah think ah have a lot of  this , "  ah 
say , "but , uh , these mus '  be some material thing tha ' is used in ordah tuh ,  uh , 
get this . "  He said , "Make yore body magnetic , "  meanin ' tha ' it would draw . 

(Oh , that ' s  a good idea , make your body • • •  ) 
Do yah undahstan ' ? Yo '  b ecome magnetic . 
(Yes , yes . ) 
Yo ' see b ecause when ah a lot ta time when people come b efo ' me , an ' they are 

ill , thuh only thin ' ah do f o '  maybe tuh f irs ' seven minutes in mah offic e  chere 
[ chair ] or wheah ah be in Jacksonvil le or Miami is ah have ' em  sit in uh chere 
[ chair ] . An' ah take ovah their min ' an ' heal their illness from j is '  mah own 
conce ' tration on whut they have . 

(I  see . )  
This has lef ' me a numbah a t imes very ill mahself a few days . 
(We ll , they said that in the early church they had healers , and they had 

people that would take of f  spel ls , and sometimes the spell would go on to the 
fel low who took it off . ) 

Um hm .  
(Do you hear that somet ime the spell can be  trans ferred t o  something e lse? 

To a person,  or animal or thing? ) 
Yeah , yo ' take it from ,  like yo ' know, yo ' see in your Bible theah whut Jesus 

saw this man was very ill .  Yo ' r emembah thuh mahn who was very ill?  They cal led 
' im  Legion , didn ' t they? 

(That ' s  r ight . )  
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An '  in ordah tha ' this evil spirit would leave him , he had tuh do somep in 
tha ' put in thuh swine . 

(That ' s  right . ) 
An ' they all wen ' down thuh bank [ o f  the river ] an ' drown themselfs . 
(That ' s  absolutely right . )  
Ah mahsel f ,  when ah do small thin ' s  - if yo ' don ' t mind , let me hold thuh 

microphone . Untie one of these knots . I t ied three li ' le kno ts theah , j is '  
untie one please . 

(Untie one of  them? ) 
Yes , if yo ' will . 
(All right , f ine . ) 
[ Can hear dog barking . ] 
Eh , yo ' looked tuh see theah was three tied? Theah are three . 
(There are three . )  
O . K . I see yo ' begin tuh unt ie thuh middle one . 
(That ' s  • • •  s tart to untie the middle one . ) 
Um hm . Thank yo ' so kin ' ly .  D id j oo have any special reason for untying 

thuh middle one? 
(No . )  
No thought at  all came in yore min ' ? 
(No . )  
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Yore mind is now , is thinking about travelin ' . Yo ' got a j ourney in min ' .  
(Well , I have a j ourney in mind , yes . I have to go home , it ' s  quite a long 

j ourney . )  
I t ' s  true . 
[ For some reason the unt ied kno t experiment d id not work . ] 
( Perhaps I ,  I ' m sorry I didn ' t bring ano ther book of mine . My f irs t book 

was about the Churah of Abyssinia [ t itle o f  book ] . I was the first  man to write 
about the Churah of Abyssinia [ Ethiopic Church as a whole ] and that ' s  black 
people . ) 

Right . 
(And in there , I have in this , I have a bookplate [ I  must  be showing him my 

bookplate ] .  You know, the libraries , in the front of  the book , they have a 
bookplate . They , Library of S t . Petersburg , and that sort of  thing .  And some
time s  they have a design , or picture of  the library or something . Well , private , 
a fellow has a few private books and he calls it his library , you have a l it tle 
bookplate ; l ike a little , lit t l e  s quare- l ike , that with glue on the back , and you 
stick in your book . And it reads , "Ex Libris" . "Ex1 1  = from among the b ooks , 
then 1 1of"  is unders tood , of , Harry Middleton Hyat t . And , for years , I wanted 
one of these . And I couldn ' t design it . And when that book [HOODOO ] was com
plet e , I had the des ign . And you know what the des ign is?  I have the , the 
circle of the zodiac . Zod iac . And inside of another circle , on top of it is 
the name of  my • • •  FoZkZore from Adams County IZ Zinois . And down below here is 
a half c ircle , is HOODOO� CONJURATION� WITCHCRAFT� ROOTWORK • • .  the other book . 
You see? Now , there isn ' t  any line in there ,  you can go in and out ; these are 
two open circles , a double circle , two open c ircles . )  

Right . 
(Now, I ' m at the bot tom o f  the Zod iac , b ecause I am P is ces . ) 
Um hm. I ' m S corpio . 
(The fish , I am a fish , I ' m facing bo th ways . You know what that means? They 

can say ,  1 1 0h you ' re wishy-washy , "  you know ,  but that doesn ' t mean that at  all . 
This means that  I ' m trying to see on all s ides of the quest ion , trying to get to 
the truth . There ' s  balance there . Didn ' t  I open this middle knot ? )  
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Yes . 
(You see . )  [ I  am g iving you a little of  your own medicine . ]  
Yo ' see yo ' said then that yo ' have s trong min ' about j ourney , yo '  said tha ' 

yo ' was going home . [This shows that after 4 weeks in Florida I felt my return 
home was a necessity . ] 

(That ' s  right . )  
It ' s  a long ways off , 
( It ' s  a long way • • •  ) 
Thuh spirit reveals these thin ' s t ub me . Now , I would re ' lly l ike fo ' yo ' 

tuh have thuh real fac ' s .  Ah would like tuh see thuh pichuah of  dis mahn yo ' 
call Doctah Buzzahd . Ah don ' t  know wheah tuh f in '  it  in yore book . 

(No , I haven ' t a p ic ture of Doctor Buz zard . But I have some other pictures 
in there . )  

Now, uh , tha ' they call thuh mahn Doctah Buz zahd . 
(Um hm . ) 
Yo '  s ee ,  when yo ' , when yo '  in Beaufort , Sout ' Car ' lina ; Savannah , Georgia ; 

Charleston,  Sout ' Car ' l ina , an ' was fortunat e  enough tuh meet thuh right people .  
(Um hm . ) 
Tha ' re ' lly knew, because sometime people are s cept ' cal of why we uh , s eek 

cert ' in types of info ' mation . 
( I  know they are . ) 
Yo ' have explained tuh me an ' ah see tha ' this would be of  good t o  comin ' 

generation . 
(That ' s  right . ) 
They will be enlighted by yuah work . 
(That ' s  right . )  
In othah word , it seem tub me tuh b e  a human ' tarian [ pronounced human ' tarian ] . 
(That ' s  right . )  
• • •  uh kinda undahtakin ' .  An ' er , uh , ah would like tuh investigate mahs e ' f  

an ' s ee if it ' s  pos ' ibl e .  That ah could get a ' rig ' nal p ich ' ah of this mahn . 
Yo ' remembah a long time ago , they took pich ' ah ,  yo ' know on thuh ole plate . An '  
on thuh ole frame they hang ' em on thuh wall . An ' i t  may b e  pos ' ble tha ' his 
daughtah could still have one . Ah do not remembah seein ' one in theah home when 
ah was theah las ' . Ah ' m  wonderin ' tha ' she might have one , yah know? An '  this 
would not be a hard thin ' for me t uh get a copy . Yo ' see , espish ly [ especially ] 
aftah ah explain tuh her . Because in thuh days tha ' we are thinkin ' about , an ' 
thuh t ime a roo t doctah was cons idahed a very lowly person , A person tha ' sol ' 
himself tuh thuh Devil . [ Bo th say in unison ! ]  [Amaz ing ! ]  

(You ' re right . )  
Fo ' this reason , yo ' see if  yo ' notice on thuh top of mah cahd [ card ] , yah see 

heah ah says tha ' John 14 : 14 :  "If yo ' should ask enythin ' in mah name , ah will do 
it . "  Yuh s ee? When yo ' have Bible inscriptioned on yah cahd , uh , in yah , inj ec ' 
this in yuh convahsation , thuh people tuhday have a dif ' runt , uh , feelin '  tuhward 
these thin ' s .  

( I  know . ) 
Because they come an ' they know wheah ah ' m at  tuhnight , re ' l ly it ' l l b e  crowd

ed out chere yo '  know? An '  b elieve it or not ,  would yah b e l ieve it , ah see more 
white than ah do colahed . 

( I ' m  glad you said that . }  
Yo ' undahs tan ' ? For s ev ' ral reason • • •  

( I ' m  glad you said that . )  
There ' s  two reasons ah do this . Yo ' s ee uh , in Ghana , many people tuhnight 

are hungry . An '  theah ' s twenty-one of us tha ' are workin ' heah . An ' we spec ial-
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iz e .  Ah ' m  thuh one tha ' specialize in thuh spiritual f iel ' , [ being ] ordain mini
s tab , an ' a healah . B less wit ' thuh talen ' s [ talents ] from mah very b ir th . Or
dain tuh he ' p  an '  heal people . An ' advice dat ah g ive , dey say it very f ruitful . 
Ah wish somet ime yo ' have t ime tuh read , tuh heah a lettah .  Ah would like yuh 
tuh r ead one if yo ' could see well ' nough tuh read . Heah one come tub me from 
one lady , or mahn . Ah think this mahn . Heah , dis came from mahn ovah dere . 
Heah is thuh mos ' movin '  let t ah .  I t  came f rom a lady ovah theah in X [well
known city in Florida ] . This is thuh b e t tah lettah , but this mahn heah , he in
nahrested in numbahs . This woman innahr es t ed too , but , ah • • •  

(This is in X Florida? ) 
X . , Florida , das right . 
(What ' s  this , ninet een , eigh t , what ' s  that da t e  on there? ) 
Let ' s  see . Let ' s  s ee .  This is , uh • • •  
(You read the letter for us . )  
April s event een , nineteen seven ' y .  Dear Prophet Wakiee Sarheed : Ah am Mary 

Wilson , Doetah James E .  Carter ' s  mothah . Mah son James [ epilep t i c ]  he had ' no
thah one of tho s e  spells . An ' fel l  out [ down ] an ' it was kinda hard on h im .  
This t ime , he chewed up h i s  tongue , chewed his tongue u p  a bit . But h e ,  uh ,  
but he i s  much b e t t ah now . Thanks thuh Lawd fo ' tha ' . Ah need yo ' tuh he ' p  me 
If yo ' wil l ,  p lease . Ah don ' t have eny money tuh send wit this lettah , but ah 
wan ' yo ' tuh send me a numb ah . An '  if it come out , ah will sen '  yuh some money . 
Mah son , James E .  is a dbetah. Thuh younges ' specialize in thuh [ field? ] .  Ah 
don ' know wha ' yo ' call this in thuh women ' s  f ield , he specializ e in women ' s  
a ilmen ' . His ' rig ' nal o f f us [ of f ice ] is in , uh Palm Beach , Florida • • •  [ letter 
continued lat er ] . 

(You mean an M. D . ? )  
Yeah . [ I  doubt it . ]  
(An M . D . ? )  
CUBBY Gynecologist ?  
Yeah, thas r ight gynecologis ' ,  yeah tha ' s r ight , wit womens • • •  spec ialize . 
( Is he colored or whit e? ) 
Colahed , colahed . 
[ Letter cont inues : ]  He rec eive thuh numbahs yo ' s ent me . He played them in 

on one house , an ' it came ou t  on thuh o thah hous e . He played it Tuesday an ' he 
d id not come out , but it came out Sataday . But he d id ' n '  not play it Sataday . 

[ All laugh . ] 
He worr ie d ovah it so much , undahs tan '  ah think it caus e him tuh have tha ' 

spell . So p l ea s e  l et me heah from yo ' soon . From Mary Wilson . Ovah . Yo ' can 
call me if yo ' wish at 461-5832 . We git many let tahs • • •  

( This is from X . , Florida . ) 
Florida . From Mary Wilson . She ' s  s t il l there . [An original copy of this 

let ter is g iven at the end of HOODOO , vo lume 3 . ] 
(Now how did she get your name? )  
Well , her son , when he had his troub l e , h e  s en '  f o ' me in Wes ' Pa ' m  Beach . 

An ' uh , he was a dOatah , he had a li ' l money , an ' ah went tuh s ee whut his 
troub le was .  They had him changed wit a ' bort ion . 

(Ooooooooh ! Now , uh huh . ) 
Yah see what ah ' m  sayin ' t ub yah? 
(Ooooh-ooooh, I see . )  
Big trouble ! S o  he remembahed me . 
( I  s ee . )  
When thuh Lawd b less ed them not tuh have a long t ime [ in j ail ] . 
( I  s ee . ) 
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An '  he free now on parole . He only got thirty mont ' s .  Yah know? 
( I  s ee . ) 
An '  he did tha ' foolishly becaus e he couldna [ could not ? ] spen ' two hunderd 

an ' f if ty-five mo ' dollah an ' he wouldna [would not ]  got a day . 
Sometime a mahn love thuh money too good tuh git thuh bes ' o '  service [ bes t 

of service ] .  Do yah see what I ' m sayin ' tuh yah? 
( I  certainly do ! )  
How in the woil ' [world ] can ah survive wit mah twelve chilun [ children] if 

ah don ' make money? 
( I  don ' t know. ) 
Yah see? I don ' flavah mah work at all .  Yah s ee ,  dey pay or don ' receive 

anythin ' from me . 
( I  s ee . )  [ That if the cl ient had paid $ 250  more money he would have gone 

free - so says the Prophet . ]  
Yah s ee .  But now , tha ' is thuh reason ah tell thuh people cleahly on thuh 

bottom of  mah cahd , yo ' notice , ah say it cher e , uh , let ' s  see how ah say it 
theah, uh [ quot es : ] See me , ah t ell yo ' thuh caus e of  yuh trouble an ' how tuh 
ovahcome them . Ah do what o thahs c laim tuh do . Many talk about thuh mitmahn 
or rootmahn . Don ' t b e  fooled . Ah produce resu ' t or refun ' yo ' money . 

[ Cubby laughs . ]  
(Before we go , one o ther step we all want to know what ' s  a mitman? ) 
Mitmahn is a mahn like dis : Yo ' come in contac ' wit people who propos e [ pre

t end ] tuh know a lot ' bout diffrun ' thin ' s . But they do not have a spir ' tuaZ 
eye .  They do no t heah wit a spir ' tua Z  eah [ ear ] . Therefo ' they can no t s ee ,  
nor can they heah . I f  they can not s ee or heah , how can they he ' p  yo ' ?  

( I  s ee • • •  ) 
Yo ' follow this . Then they j is '  say he ' s  a mahn tha ' look in yo ' han ' an ' 

tell yo ' damn lies , ' scus e thuh express ion, an ' take yo ' money . 
(Well now , has this anything to do with , he ho lds out his mit , his hand ? )  
Yo ' hand . 
(Palm reader? )  
Yeah ! Pa ' m  readah . 
( I  heard that expression , the doctor gave me that expression in Little  Rock , 

Arkansas . It ' s  the only time I ' ve heard it . )  ( I  surely mus t  mean the f irst  t ime 
I heard it . ] 

Mitmahn 
(A mi tman. ) 
Yeah , well you see • • • 
(So  they sort of look down upon a mitman. ) 
He ' s  a swindler , tha ' s  all . He ' s a swindlah , my brothahs . 
J is '  a swindlah , yah s ee? Mahn come heah , like yo ' say .  Well mah han ' s eem 

tuh give me a lil ' troub l e .  Well , now ah have some o r l  [ oil]  across thuh street 
ah don ' t keep it  heah because it ' s  j is ' tuh valuable  tuh keep in heah in cas e 
people come up yuh know? I don ' t know if they ' l l break in because ah ' ll only be 
heah one or two nights a week, yah see .  [As I may have said somewhere the Pro
phet heads a small commune and lives among his peop l e , a commune of persons who 
have s eparate homes . ]  When ah want tuh study , ah have some prob lum • • •  a plac e .  

Heah ' s  wh a t  happuned . Ah say when yo ' take this orl yo ' , yo ' use it  fo ' 
[ for ] three days . An ' if yo ' don ' t f in '  some concre t e  resu ' t - heah go ahead 
brothah - s ome concrete resu ' t of yo ' b ein ' aid by this , then yo ' don ' t owe me 
enahthin ' . But if yo ' b een aid bah [by ]  it , then yo ' owe me s evendy sevun [ 7 7 ]  
dollah an ' thirteen c ent . 

(Why the thirt een cents ? )  [ The payment to doctors o f  odd sums was once com-
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mon . There are examp les of  it i n  HOODOO. ] 
Well , this is a secret . Ah cannot t ell tha ' at this time .  We will tell yo ' 

prob ' ly at anothah t ime if we should see yo ' ag ' in .  
(Now, are you going to b e  back here?  You ' re going away . Are you go ing to be 

back soon? ) 
Wel l ,  uh , what chew mean , soon? 
(Well , I don ' t know how long I ' m going to be here . I will probably be here 

until the 18th ,  you know. ) 
Until the 18 th . 
(Next month [ July ] . You ' re going to be  back in a couple of weeks , aren ' t 

you? ) 
Ah ' ll b e  back ' fo '  then , if there ' s  anythin ' on bus iness . 
(Oh well , I want to s ee you again , then . )  
Yeah , if there ' s  anythin ' on busines s .  But now , uh , if yo '  rea ' ly wan ' some , 

uh , s ee in the co ' se of yeahs , so many li ' l thin ' s , innah thin' s ,  that could b e 
impo ' tan ' , an ' intahresin ' if ah would go tuh B eauf or t , Sou ' Car ' ina . Then ah 
could do some inves tigation on mah own . An '  then we could have s omep in yah know, 
ah might say mo ' concret e .  Uh ,  mah t ime , this is wheah [=  �hy here ] ah make it 
very cleah about mah t ime , s ince ah have already cut down [ s eeing people ] . Ah 
have cut off three people tuhnight ah would have seen ,  because this mahn [Hyatt ] 
worried me , ah don ' t  know [why ] tub see y o ' . An '  ah cut them off b ecause , uh , 
ah wanted tub s ee whut was so  impo ' tan ' about Doatah Buz zahd . 

(Wel l ,  the only thing important about Doator Buz zard was that you knew him . )  
Oh ! 
(That ' s  the important thing . )  
Ah s ee .  Ah s ee .  
(You see , I have never , there ' s  no contact . Mo s t  o f  these people have heard 

stories about him, you s ee? ) 
Right . Right . 
(And the nearer you can get to the man , the more you know about him ,  the 

near er you are to the truth . )  
CUPPY There ' s  no hearsay . [ Thanks for the ass is t . ] 
There ' s  no hearsay about it at al l . 
(Did you ever hear o f , was there a Doctor Harris? Something about Doctor 

Harris some place? ) [ There is a cons id erab le amount of mater ial about this man 
in HOODOO. ] 

Florence , Sou ' Ca ' lina? 
( South Carolina . ) 
There was a mahn theah many yeahs ago , he pass ed many heahs ago . He was a 

mahn when ah was j us '  a boy . 
(Was he a whit e  man or  a colored man? ) 
This mahn was a white man . [He passes the t es t ! ]  
(This man was a whit e man ! Doator Harris I )  
Yeah , but yah see whut happun when theah be  a g ood doatah in a local ' ty an '  

somebody come from a long d istan ' an ' do not know him ,  then tha ' somebody take 
ovah an ' ' personate him .  

( I  know , I know . ) [ And I did know . The many Doctor Buzzards proves this ! ]  
Do yuh s ee whut ah mean? Tha ' whut we call mitmahn. Undahstan '  brothah? 

Like it is wit me now . Ah was in Jacksonvill e ,  an ' ah was broadcas tin '  on WTMP . 
An ' uh , a lady came ovah tuh thuh office an ' say , "No , yo ' not thuh Sarheed . Ah 
know , ah lookin ' f o '  Sarheed . "  Then ah say ,  "Well , yo ' have tuh show me who is 
Warkiee Sarheed . "  Yah know? Ah say b ecuz yo ' gove ' ment wouldn ' give me thuh 
wrong ident if ications . Yah undahs tan ' ?  



4630 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

( I  understand . )  
Yah think they give me thuh wrong identif ications? Uh? 
(They certainly wouldn ' t . )  
Uh ,  on thuh Social Secur ' ty cahd , thuh mahn say ,  "Yo '  go ahead an ' s ign it , 

this is f o '  mah ICS • • •  [ He hands something to me . ] 
(That ' s  right , that ' s  right • • •  International Correspondence School has been 

enrolled as a s tudent of • • •  That ' s  true . ) 
An ' [would] these people have me payin '  thuh money thuh wrong way at Fidil ' ty 

Bank? Ah am Sarheed . Ah am Thuh Great Warkiee Sarheed . But yah s ee ah ' void 
people a lot ta time because they worry me too much . An '  have too many problems 
an ' too less o '  money [ they do not have much money ! ] .  Yah see? Yah undahs tan ' ?  
Ah won ' t b e  bothahed wit their foolishness , yah s ee? This is mah social s ecur ' ty 
cahd , yah s ee ,  mah bank book wheah ah send in mah money tuh thuh school when ah 
pay . Ah ' m  su ' pos e tub pay whut?  Seventeen dollah an ' nine ' y  one cent . Right?  

(That ' s  right . )  
Twent ieth of each mon ' • Now heah ' s mah lessons head . Yah know . Heah ' s thuh 

package tha ' came from thuh s choo l .  
(Oh, yes . ) 
Yah s ee? Heah . 
(Oh yes . That ' s  interes ting . )  
Yah s ee we need mo ' buildahs . We need people tub undahs tan ' archite ' ral blue

prin ' read in ' • 
(That ' s  right . )  
An ' in thuh buildahs trade an ' we are able tuh he ' p  someone els e .  Ah help 

three boys tuh learn tuh b e  good buildahs . Yah see? Then ah ' ve he ' ped somebody 
tub stay away from thuh j ails , stay outa thuh s treet robbin ' an ' shootin '  an ' 
riding [ ? ] all thuh time . 

(That ' s  righ t . Everyone should try to help someone else - if it were j us t  one 
person . Do something . And , in other words we want knowledge .  That ' s  what I ' m 
trying to  get here . Get near the truth . On this . Well you talk about root work 
and conj ure ,  these p eople they ,  even me . You know they , when I was , they thought 
I was a det ec t ive . They thought , you know one person,  one woman up in South Car
olina, I think it was , said I was a German spy . This was the Second World War . 
German spy ! ) 

We don ' t worry • • •  
( I  wasn ' t  getting it from the local police , here the f ederal government could 

b e  after me with that s ort  of  thing going around . I have it in the book .  Oh 
s ay • • •  ) 

Mah social s ecur ' ty cahd ! Did ah put it • • • 
(Here . No , no , it ' s  r ight here . Wait . It was right there . Right with your 

what-chuh-call it . It  was r ight there . )  
Oh yeah ,  ah see . 
( I t  was right there . )  
[No one laughed ! Heat and incens e and in my case uncomfortable chair had re

duced everyone to mere survival . A Mas ter of Mys t eries los ing anything was too 
unbelievabl e  to be taken seriously . ] 

Theah we are .  Yeah . Whut ah ' m  s ayin ' tuh yo ' • • • 

(Don ' t loose your Social S ecurity Card or they ' ll put you in j ail for not 
registering for the draf t or something . ) [ Even that went unno t iced . ]  

Yeah , dey do now, dey don ' t bothah me wit this b ecuz , uh , they know tha ' ah , 
uh, he ' ped ' em  in many ways . Ah pay mah tax . Ah pay mah rent on mah farm, pay 
mah taxes theah , an ' of course ah have manah [many ] people ,  yah see we , we ac
cep t  so much of , we say ,  but then we give out so much in char ' ty .  
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( I know . I know . I know . ) 
Yah see , we don ' t evah turn too fah [ far ]  away from thuh Bible . 

4 6 3 1  

(That ' s  right . You have to have the spirit behind or you won ' t  do anything . )  
Yeah , yah s ee ,  if ah , if a mahn come ovah heah tuhnight an ' ah see tha ' uh , he 

has thuh wrong spirit fo ' me tuh converse wit him ,  ah ask him tuh come back at 
anothah time . 

(That ' s  right . )  
Maybe when his sp irit has changed or mine has changed . We don ' always know 

which spirit is thuh one tha ' is innahferin ' wit tha ' work . But thuh mos ' im
po ' tan ' thin ' is this : [ chants words ] Abadula , anothah great mahn but he not in 
America now . He comes an ' go . Yah see? But when yah speak o f  me , an ' yo ' s ee 
me put on thuh head [hat ? ] of  thuh cahd [ card? ] " from Ghana , "  but ah raised 
aroun ' Beaufor t ,  S ou '  Ca ' lina and Selma , No ' t ' Ca ' lina . Do yah s ee? 

(Yes . )  [A few unimportant deletions follow . ] 
No , no , no , conj ah workahs wit voodoo , yeah , they wan ' tub know thuh secret , 

they wan ' tub know thuh secret how ah tel l yo ' , if yo ' go t enemies comin ' tub yuh 
home . Ah tell yuh how tuh s top ' em .  They wanna know secrets of  how tha ' chew 
have sometime mahn have domestic problum . He say , "Theah some mahn tha ' s  comin ' 
tuh mah hous e .  Ah can ' t ketch ' im . " Ah tell him ah get a hickery stick , an ' 
show ' im how tuh use it . Then i f  he , thuh mahn he ketch mahn in his hous e ,  if 
he come in theah . Ah don ' know whethah he comin ' or not but yo ' say comin ' .  Ah 
say well , if he do come , yo ' ll ketch ' im theah . Yo '  see? But ah also try tuh 
advise a mahn tha ' it ' s  so easy tuh get in trouble .  Ah tell ' im  tha '  yo ' kin get 
in trouble so easy . So if yo ' happun tub ketch mahn , ah wan ' yo ' attention . 
Some of ' em  say ,  "Well , ah ' m  gain ' kill ' im . "  Ah say , "Wel l ,  no , ah won ' let yo ' 
kill dis mahn ' cause tha ' cause too much trouble an ' cause tub chilrun too much 
embar ' smen ' [ embarrassment ] . 

(That ' s  right . )  
Ah say , "Why don ' yah do this . Ah ' ll show yo ' thuh mahn an ' let yo ' keep ' im  

away . Now, ah ' 11  show yo 1 when he leavin '  • " Tha ' s whut ah do . Tha ' is thuh 
reason tha ' yo ' heah , if yo ' should heah me when ah be ovah in Orlando , soon , ah 
hope , on thuh 3rd of July . If Mr . Jackson ovah theah wil l turn on , yo ' wil l heah 
me an ' heah thuh people say , right aroun ' me heah , neah . We have people tha ' 
come an ' ask advic e ,  they know ah ' m  heah . But sometime ah s l ip in see , because 
ah don ' like tub be  bothahed too much , cause lottah time ah like tuh study an ' 

meditate .  
CUBBY May I ask a ques tion? 
Yo ' will , if ,  ah ' ll be glad tub answah if ah can . 
CUBBY Uh ,  what would have happened , what would have happened if he [Hyat t ]  

had untied an end knot?  [What a delayed ques t ion ! ] 
Ah migh ' would ' ve told ' im somepin diffrunt from whut thuh question ah asked 

at thuh t ime . Yo ' remembah whut ah tole ' im at thuh time? 
CUBBY Yes . 
About even though ' is convahsation was divided becuz he was talkin ' wit me 

he ' s  gain ' back ovah some trips he ' s  a lready made an '  one he ' s inten ' tuh make . 
This is mah • • •  ah don ' know • • •  

(Well , I ' d  certainly be  going back . I ' d  already made • • •  I mean the book is 
full of them . And I ' ve been going over those  for the las t  few years . )  

Um hm, yah see • • •  
(And I ' m forgetting ·a lot about some of  these things . I 'm out now to sort o f  

refresh [my memory ] . Now tell m e  something . D o  white people and black people 
in bel ieving this , having faith in this [ hoodoo ] ?  How , how are they [ in num
b ers ] ?  How do they stack up ? Some people say it ' s  about 50-50 . That 50% of 
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the colored people will b elieve in the s tuff [what a word to us e in Prophet ' s  
presence ! ] . I have in the books , 50% of the white people will believe in it . 
That is . largely a question of  economic , your lack of educat ion • • •  ) 

Uh huh . 
( • • •  or your experience ,  something of tha t sor t . What do you think about 

this ? ) 
Now ,  those who come , ah can only speak person ' ly about • • •  

(That ' s what I want you to  do . )  
Tho s e  who come befo ' me on bus iness , big bus iness , are mos ' ly lawyahs , doc-

tabs , teachahs • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  Do yah see? 
(Um hum . )  
People that ah s ay in uppah mi ' le [middle ]  class . 
(That ' s r ight . )  
An ' even some highah. Po l ' tit ians . Po l ' titians • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  come , they are intahres ' ed in thuh vo te . [They come to learn how the elec

tion will  turn out . ] 
(Yes . )  
They won ' t ,  see ,  ah chahge [ charge ] a mahn , maybe ah charge a mahn , if he ' s  

a b ig ' nough pol ' tician , an ' he said , "Ah ' m  runnin ' fo ' mayah of S t .  Petersburg . "  
If  ah tell him tha ' ah ' ll get chew e lected , ah won ' leave outa this room or of
f ic e  or wheahevah ah gonna work from .  Ah ' m  gonna work from Jacksonvi ll e ,  uh 
work all thuh way from uh Spartenburg , Sou ' Ca ' lina . Do yah s ee it?  But den ,  
ah do somepin in thuh city . Ah do somep in all in thickly pop ' lated places wheah 
ah think people will vot e . Ah f in '  out two days befo ' thuh election , lak they 
go tuh cas t thuh ballet . Then yo ' know dey s et up these vot in ' booths an ' thin ' s .  
It ' s  when ah g o  by theah , theah ' s  somep in ah d o  theah tha ' ah ' m  sure tha ' outa 
ev ' ry ten go in theah , seven ' l l  vot e  f o '  mah mahn ! 

(Good ! )  [Al l  laugh . ]  
Yah see becuz ah chahge ' em  enough money ; see , ah might chahge ' im  $ 20 , 000 

fo ' tha ' work . 
(They should have paid you over in Alabama this las t election . )  
No , ah didn ' t bothah wit him b ecause • • •  

[ Hyat t laughs . ]  
But ah ' ve b een on very good cases . Ah ' ve worked fo ' govahnahs . Ah ' ve worked 

fo ' Senatahs , state an ' United S tate Senatahs , yo ' know , he ' pin ' ' em on these 
thin ' s .  But now we can no t go on into mah pahtic ilah work unless yo ' have yore 
own prob lum . 

( I  s ee . I understand . A special prob lem . ) 
Ah have a repetation [ ? ]  is what counts .  Yah s ee ,  if ah did no t  do these 

thin ' s ,  then ah could not s tay an ' be free tuh go an ' come as ah wish . 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  right . ) 
Do yuh fellah this ? 
(What I have been t elling these young men here , what I came to f ind out was 

your connection with Doctor Buz zard and whether • • •  ) 
He ' s  mah cous in • • •  
( • • •  you could tell me something about Doctor Buzzard , not any part icular 

formula that you might use in a par ticular case , see . ) 
I undahs tan ' yah very cleahly . 
(Spec ial formula . Now , if a person comes , each person is a different problem .) 
Right . 
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(You see ,  when I talk to people , each per son has an individuality of his  own . 
I don ' t lump them all together . ) 

True . True . 
(Each person , I - years ago we were coming back from Cincinnati to New York 

City ,  and my wife was transferring some bonds from the bank she had in C incin
nati to New York and she didn ' t want a lot of people to  know her business send
ing them through the banks , that sort of thing , so she put them on her person 
and then going back on the train , she took a drawing room - to keep her locked 
in , you see . )  

Right . 
( So ,  she told me they were on her in cas e o f  a wreck or something . There was , 

here was the porter ,  the steward of  the car when we got in . He showed us where 
we would s tay .  And uh , Oh ! I t  was a long train ,  13 or 14 Pullmans , and , we 
went into the dining room . And this was some time later , an hour or so later , 
and , I saw , he came through the d ining room .  I s topp ed him for a moment and 
said , "By the way , when you get ready to - we are going back to the c lub car 
later on - when you g et ready to do up the berths , I ' ll s leep in the upper berth, 
not in the side berth . You know, there ' s  a little  s ide one . And my wif e  said 
[ af ter he lef t ] ,  "Will you answer a quest ion? "  And I said , "Well , I ' l l try to . "  
It ' s  very difficul t ,  she a lways did cros sword puzzles and I very s eldom could 
answer anything . And she s aid , "How d id you recogniz e that man? You only saw 
him once when , when we got on the train .  How did you recognize him? " There 
were forty or f if ty colored men on this train .  [ That number is a l ittle exces
s ive but on that special night train to New York City there was an extra large 
crew . ] Well , I said , "I looked at him . " ) 

Urn hm .  [The Prophet is not impressed . I am not trying to impres s  him ! ] 
( I  looked at him. ) 
Um hm .  That ' s good enough in lo tta cases . [ Good ! ]  
( I  mean I saw him ,  of course I rememb ered him. ) 
Um hm ,  Uh mmmm. [ Better ! ] 
(The ' re [ there are ]  some people I ' ve worked with , if I - if I me t that man 

whose p icture is in that book , if I met him tomorrow , I ' d  probably recogniz e 
him . Of  cours e he ' d  be  thirty years o lder . )  

[ This could be  s tretching it a li t tle too far .  But it is  amaz ing how out in 
f ieldwork I concentrated on the person before me . The Prophet decides to  change 
the subj ec t ! ] 

Um hm .  Stephany Robaht , whom yo ' have heard about , s o  much about Doctah Buz
bahd , mah own person ' ! - ah thought of ' im as bein ' a mysterious man , but he 
worked thin ' s fo ' good to he ' p  p eople . 

(He never did evil . )  
He didn ' do evil for evil , but he could . 
(He could do it . )  
He could do it becuz he had thuh powah . He would say , "Well , ah put it in 

thuh c em ' t ery or in thuh s ea . Whutevah devilment had been done to yo ' rathah 
then [ than ] tuh hurt anothah human b ein ' . Um hm .  But i f  h e  promise tuh make 
a prof it , ah heard many of them say today , many aroun ' in Beauf ort County , they 
only play becaus e of his advis e .  

So in mah conclusion at this t ime about S tephany Roberts , who ah know , an ' yo ' 
call Doctah Buz zahd , he was a wondahful , a mys t er ' ous man in thuh fiel ' of  hoodoo 
or voodoo or what cha might • • •  [We run out of tape ! ] 

HYATT (Now you were , you were mentioning the 7th [ s ide? ] .  We are continuing 
on the 3rd s ide here [ impos s ib le ] and uh , this is the 9 th [ side ] . Here again 
let me get the date down . This is uh • • •  ) 
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CUBBY This is 2 2nd of June . 
HYATT (This is June 22nd .  What ' s? Monday night ? )  
CUBBY Monday night . 
HYATT (Monday night . ) 
CUBBY Um hum . 
HYATT (And uh 1 9 70 . )  
CUBBY 19 70 . 
HYATT (And the f ive o f  us are here in the room : My three contact men and the 

Doctor [ the Prophet ] here and I . )  
Um hum . [ This mus t b e  the doc tor , the Prophet himself . ]  
[ I t  was after 2 A . M .  and we have b een working under unusuaL conditions ! ]  
(And now you were speaking about the Seven Sis ters . And you mentioned Maria .  

Was it a Maria? ) 
[He c laims to have met the s is ter Maria in San Franc isco in 1948 . All this 

is of l ittle interes t . ] 
But there ' s  one thin ' ah think tha ' she [ the one o f  the so-called 7 Sis t er s ] 

tol ' tha ' theah was nevah - she ain ' t nevah had no seven s is tahs , b lood sistahs . 
She had two s is tahs workin ' fo ' ' er an ' three othah girls , yo ' see? Foah , foah 
o thah girls , yo ' know , to make [ the seven ] . But they were not ,  yo ' know , b lood 
sistahs . 

(They weren ' t blood sisters . Now , d id they all work together ? S eparately 
or what? ) 

Well , each had theah own room .  
(Oh , they were in the same house? ) 
Thuh same house .  
(Each one had uh • • •  ) 
Own room . Othah words thuh way she explain tuh me , when sometime when yo ' 

wit people they are like_!__yo '  know? Yo ' don ' get down to thuh real basic 
thin ' s because yo ' have yuh individ ' al problum tha ' yo ' re intahrested in . 

(They say all sorts of things about the Seven Sis ters . That one of  them,  
you saw the one to two to three to  four r ight up to s even . ) 

Right . 
(You had to s ee all s even of them . And each one had something . )  
Somethin ' diffrun ' an ' new . 
(Different . They sp ec ialize in it . ) 
This one come , she give yo ' a bath . The othah would give you some type of 

oil . The o thah may g ive yo ' some type of urb [ herb ] .  The o thah may tell yo ' 
somepin tuh do . An '  thuh othah [ last one ] may j is '  look at yo ' an ' say , "Yo ' 
ready tuh go home . "  [ Laugh . ] Now yo ' see? 

[Leave three blank lines . Unintelligib le . ] 
(Did one of them hold out her hand? )  
She might have ah don ' t  know . [Al l  laugh ! ] But yo ' know how like ah say , 

yo ' got yuh own problums . 
Uh hm . Jis ' recently heah they wro t e  these books heah whut they call , Thuh 

Las t Ten Book o '  Thuh Prophe ts .. Yo ' see in modern times unless yo ' spec ' lize 
in yore work yo ' cannot be successful . If yo ' cannot produce resu ' t  yo ' don ' t 
have any b ig income , yo ' know . So yo ' f in '  in all these thin ' s we have some 
pa ' ts of it heah whut we call Thuh Ten Los t Books of thuh Prophe ts . Now this 
is bah Louis D .  Clarhmont [ C lairmont ] ,  yah see . Now he wus sup ' osed tuh go tuh 
one of tho s e  two-haided men in dose  days in olden times • • •  

[ The Prophet evidently shows me some pamphlets or paperbacks - all apparently 
by Louis D .  Clairmont - I now name : ] 

Ancient Books of Magic 
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The Ten Lost Books of the Prophets 
MosesJ So lomon and Jesus of NazaPeth 
Book No . 6  [or does this Pefer to one of these ? ]  
The Mas ter 's  Course of Legends and Hypnotism 
Legends of Incense3 Herbs and Oi l Magic 
The Home Herb Doctors 
How to Ge t the Winning Number 
The Seven Keys to Power 
[Author is Inventor of Hyptnopoo ls • . •  poo ley ? ]  

4635  

I don ' t know [ says the Prophet ] whut this hypnopooley means but  it ' s  a powah
ful thin ' ah imagine . [ Everyone laughs . ]  

Now in mah s earch in books fo ' knowle ' ge we foun ' , as yo ' said befo ' , tha ' 
they did not leave much . They did not leave anythin '  pahticulah ' cause yah s ee 
these books tha ' we have heah - heah is the books I have read mahs e ' f  Ancient 
Books of Magic3 the Mas ter 's Courses in Hypnosis • • .  ! didn ' t  read tha ' [ coughs ] .  
Excuse me p leas e .  Legends of Incense3 Herbs and Oi l Magic. We foun ' a li ' l e 
somep in in tha ' . But whut yo ' don ' f ind is thuh fo ' mulah . These thin ' s [ form
ulas ] are pas sed on from ear to ear , see? 

(Yes . )  
[My "yes" here merely means " continue . " There is no s ecret knowledge handed 

down from the ancients " ear to ear" through the ages . Two lines preceding my 
"yes , "  the Prophet complains "whut yo ' don ' f in '  (here) is thuh fo ' mulah . "  I t  
is unfortunat e ,  perhaps fortunat e , that the Prophet did not put o n  his seeing 
and hearing hat during the interview - did he have it on , I have forgotten .  He 
would have known that in his hands he had held the only collection of formulas 
ever put together . What would he have said of  the 5 volumes? ] 

Now ,  aside from S t epney Roberts which we ' riginal ' y talked about as Dr . Buz
zard , uh, ah don ' t know • • •  l ike ah tol ' yah , Maria tol ' me s omepin tub do about 
thuh girls , thuh two girls came [ out to be with him in California ] . Tha ' s  true . 
Ah ' m  a witness tub this .  If thuh girl was alive today she would say she was a 
witness . She say , "Ah don ' t know why thuh hel l  ah come tuh yo ' • " Because ah 
wus pur tty mean in mah young days about women , yo ' know. 

(Oh ! [ Both laugh . ]  You didn ' t  need any • • • ) 
Ah didn ' t need eny reason to whip the ox if they do wrong but ah treat ' em  

nic e ,  yo ' s ee .  [ No t  too clear . ] We had a big f ight tha ' s  thuh r eason we wasn ' t  
togethah then . An ' if ah did whut Mar ia tol ' me to do . Thuh cards ( g irls ? ] came 
from Dill ion , Sou ' Ca ' lina [ to ]  San Francisco , California . Couldn ' t hardly pro
nounce thuh name . Yo ' see whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yah? 

(Uh huh . ) 
So as ah said befo ' , an ' if ah have not said it , ah would like tuh at  this 

point . Whethah yo ' bel ieve or do no t b el i eve , if yo ' have been tol ' a secret 
how to make thin ' s  come tub pass an ' yo ' have made yuh body magnetic , theah is 
nothin ' tha ' yo ' canno t do . All thuh [ al though ] thin ' s they said Jesus did mahn 
[man ] could still do it , if he only do one thin ' , git  control of  se ' f .  Don ' care 
whut would happun . Ah might git in troub l e  fo ' shootin '  mahn . Ah don ' have tuh 
g it angry tub shoot  ' im .  H e  have vi ' lated some of  thuh common laws o f  livin ' , 
has become necessary tuh shoo t ' im ,  an ' he gonna shoot me if ah don ' t shoo t  ' im . 
Ah gonna be thuh firs ' one to put somepin tuh his haid tub heal ' im too . I t ' s  
a mattah of chas tization . Ah chas tiz e ' im in ordah ah may be able tuh save his 
lif e .  Do yo ' see whut ah mean? 

( I  s ee . I see . ) 
S o  ah deal hardah wit mahs e ' f than any o thah problem tuh keep mahse ' f  from 

g it tin ' too angry or eatin ' too much or drinkin ' [ too much]  or thuh main thin ' 
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is talkin ' [ too much ] . 
Ah ' ve been told an ' ah mus ' tell yuh theah ' s  ano thah mahn we will talk about , 

I hope at a latah dat e .  
( I  hope s o  too . )  
He l ived in Emporia , Virginia . His fam ' ly s t ill  lives . He got childrun an ' 

his wife , a young wife , still  live theah an ' she wants me tub come an ' work wit 
her but yo ' know ah always thot tha ' since Gawd was so kin ' tub give mahn domin
ion ovah thuh ear th but if he should have wif e of ' is own an ' he wanted tub t each 
her some secrets o f livin ' , then he could do this . But to say tub co-opera te and 
work in this way wit a woman , ah don ' t think ah need her because it would come 
t ime ah have somep in impo ' tan ' tub do , she may take off  her panties or somepin 
an ' would ' tract mah attention from mah work . 

[ Everyone laughs . ] 
(There are problems in this work, aren ' t there? ) 
There come a t ime when ah have tub s it heah an ' ah take one o '  these small 

l i ' le can ' les , yo ' see all ' em us ed ' cep t mayb e one or two . One of  ' em haven ' t  
been us ed . Ah would light a can ' le heah an ' ah ' d  do somepin tub thuh can ' le an ' 
ah ' d  wake up somebody mayb e in Richmon ' , Virginia , Washington , D . C .  or Philadel
phia an ' ah ' d tell ' em  somep in . They ' d remembah whut ah tole ' im becaus e they ' d  
write  me , tell me somep in whut they dreamed . 

( Uh huh . )  [ Here is the real doator ! I had one in Florida years before who 
could shoot an arrow and kil l a person in New York City . ] 

Yah see .  Well ah can ' t have woman aroun ' me , put t in '  huh ahms on me , ah don ' 
need tha ' . 

( In other words you have t o  concentra t e . ) 
Tha ' s reason ah hide away heah , yo ' see? 
This woman [ his secretary or  receptionis t ? ? ]  knows if they got somepin impo '  

tan ' .  She knows where tub f in '  me . She will come an ' ask me if ah wan ' tub talk 
wit someone • • •  or would ah • • •  

(Yes , I see . )  
Like thuh lady tuhnight she called ovah from Tampa . Ah tole huh , "No , ah 

wouldn ' t be able tuh bothah wit her ' cause she ain ' t got no big cas e ,  she ' s  
sellin '  whiskey , yo ' know . 

[Author laughs . ] [Was this tens ion? Or a play on word aase of whiskey ! ]  
It  wouldn ' t gonna bring but 113 p it iful li ' le dollahs , yo ' know . 
[ Author laughs again . ] [ Notice the 113 . ] 
[ Long pause . ]  [ There should have been a long pause . ] 
It has b een wunnerful ta ' kin ' wit yuh up tub this point . Ah am sorry ah 

cannot at this time say eny mo ' ' bout thuh Seven S istah trut ' fu ' ly b ecause ah 
didn ' t know tha ' much about ' em .  Ah only met one of ' em in p erson . Tha ' was 
Maria Whit ley an' so ah cou ldn ' say much . Ah meet thuh woman once or twice an ' 
yo ' see each time they have a l i ' le pahty . 

(You haven ' t  read all these? [ I  refer to the preceding pamphlets . ]  Thes e 
books were published in New York City . The D-0-R-E-N-E , Dorene Publishing Com
pany , Inc . , 14 72 Broadway . ) 

Wan '  tha ' address ? 
(That is the address , 14 72  Broadway . Did you get much of these books ? I 

mean usable s tuff or was it mostly talk? ) 
Heah ' s  whut happened . Thuh mos ' of  them , they have a passage . No , this is 

whut ah ' m  ta ' king about , thuh diffrunt Psalms . Now in these books , Thuh Lost 
BOok of the Prophets , the only thin ' tha ' ah had an ' ah had this befo ' ' cause 
ala feuD' it in Seven and Si:r: books of Moses [Si:r:th and Seventh Books of Moses } .  
Ah � found it in the Seventh , Eighth , Ninth and T enth Book of Moses , yah see . 
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[This is probably the only t ime I ever heard of  the Ninth and Tenth books . ]  
Then yah know • • •  
(They had taken it out of  some other books . • •  ) 
Right . 
( • • •  and put it in here . )  

4 6 3 7  

Right . But yah see thuh secret of  thuh Psa ' m ,  yo ' s ee ,  thuh meanin ' o '  thuh 
psa ' m ,  thuh secret of thuh psa ' m  were meant tuh teach yo ' certain psa ' ms tuh do 
certain thin ' s .  Fo ' ins tan ' this is P sa ' m number 18 [ he shows this in one o (  
his pamphlets ] :  "If  robbahs are ' bout tuh at tack yo ' ,  pray this psa ' m  quickly 
but £everly [ fervently? ] wit ' thuh prayah belongin ' to it wit ' conf idance [ con
f idence ] in the beholdah ' s  name of ' Ligah [ Elij ah ] . Lij ah tha ' is mighty , all 
merc ' ful an ' compassionate Gawd . Thuh robbah will leave yo ' sud ' nly wit ' out 
inflictin '  thuh slightest inj ury upon yo ' .  Thuh lettahs necessary tuh make thuh 
holy name of Gawd are contained in thuh words • • •  " Not goin '  tuh tell yo ' about 
tha ' foolishness theah but heahs [ this is ] thuh prayah . Now , how in thuh hell 
yo ' gain ' to pray • • •  excuse the expression , when yo ' don ' know thuh 18th Psa ' m an ' 
yo ' re goin ' tuh be  robbed an ' yo ' don ' have yo '  Bib le . How yo '  go in ' tuh do it 
then? 

[ Everybody laughs . ]  
So yo ' see whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yah? So whut they do is sell yo ' one set o f  

books advahtis ' ment of  o thah books . So yo ' be buyin ' books thuh res ' o '  yo ' 
days an ' not get eny info ' mation . Ah was s eekin ' info ' mat ion . 

(Not learn a thing . In o ther words these are sucker books . ) 
Tha ' ' zackly whut they are . Yo ' see , but yo ' spen ' a la tta money on these 

thin ' s ' cause yah see ah wanted tub f in '  out mo ' an ' mo ' .  
(They ' d ge t more out o f  my books than those . )  
Right , right , right . 
[ Author laughs . ] [Why , I would no t know . ] 
So whut we did , ah f in '  out tha ' mahn . Ah say yo ' don ' wan ' tub do too many 

thin ' s enyway . Yo ' don '  wan ' tub ' cummulate too much an ' make people wanna kill 
yah . 

(Yes . ) 
Yo ' don ' wanna be so po ' they hate yah . 
[Author laughs . ] 
So whut yah do yah try tub live an ' he ' p  othahs tub l ive comfor ' bly , peaceably 

in theah homes an ' wit their neighbahs . An ' these are thuh thin ' s tha ' Sarheed 
teach . He tells ' em  tha ' he will tell ' em thuh cause of their troub le an ' how 
tub ovahcome them . Then ah do whut othahs claim tub do . 

(That ' s r ight . ) 
Excep ' ah do it  s incerely wit thuh undahs tandin '  tha ' they come tuhnight . If  

they have $20 , 000 , ah charge ' im $ 1000 for whut ah wan ' tuh do  or will do fo ' 
' em . Ah would not accep ' all this money ' til  they have seen s ome concrete re
su ' ts from thuh work ah promised tuh do . Then ah def ' nit ' ly wan ' thuh res '  o f  
mah money . We won '  have eny troub le theah . 

[ Everyone laughs . ]  
(We ' re talking to a rich man here . A man that throws around thousands of  

dollars . )  
No , no , ah j is '  say we do this • • •  hand me ano thah cigaret t e  will yo ' please 

s i r ?  [Mr . Cubby hands him a c igarette and extends a l ighted match . ] Ah ' ll go 
ovah an ' g e t  mine in a minute .  Ah was supposed to sit  theah , ah j is '  come ovah 
heah to meet  thuh mahn • • •  [mumbles and talks too fast ] . Heah ' s  whut happuns . Ah 
f in ' by he ' pin ' o thahs tha ' yo ' only he ' p  yorese ' f .  

( I  think you are absolutely right . )  
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Yah see ah git pleasure out of  he ' p in '  othahs . But now when they come heah , 
they j is '  wanna gamble , tha ' s their bus ' ness . [ They come to Sarheed for lucky 
numbers . ]  

(Uh huh . ) 
Now theah ' s some people in this same , in this same b lock right down thuh 

s treet here las ' week they couldn ' have bought groceries if ah had not had com
pass ion on ' em .  Yo ' undahs tan ' compass ion? 

(I understand . )  
When they come an ' tol '  me , say ,  "Sa ' heed ah hat e  tuh bothah yo ' .  People tell 

me yo ' don ' t give num.bahs . "  Ah say , "Well ah don ' but ah f iggah thuh num.bah ac
cordin ' tuh thuh name an ' thuh month in which yo ' were bo ' n .  Mos '  people ah do 
this fo ' , if they really are in need Gawd b lesses ' em .  

(Yes , yes . )  
He have many ways tuh bless . 
( I  see . That ' s  right . )  
An ' tha ' s whut ah do . Yo ' d  be su ' prised how many t imes ah have done this fo ' 

people who re ' ly have tuh go borrow money they played , but when thuh num.bahs 
came they had thuh right one . 

(Yes , yes . )  
Now here ' s  a mahn already wit money an ' ah f iggah an ' tel l  ' im it look good 

fo ' 2 days , 2 weeks or somepin like tha ' . An ' it may be  a yeah befo ' his num.
bah even come out . 

(That ' s  right . )  
He don ' need no mo ' money . 
(That ' s  right . )  
Heah ' s  a woman wit 2 childrun , hungry . Gawd ' s  gonna f eed those childrun . 
(That ' s  right , right . )  
Well yo ' ve got tuh g ive this way , yo ' see . 
(Right , in o ther words ins tead of  asking for the real gifts of  life they are 

only throwing their health and their money away . Truly a shocking thing . )  
True , but now don ' evah think in yo ' min ' , yo ' heah it say , yo ' heah thuh mahn 

say , "Well ah can 01'088 yo ' up so bad until yo ' won ' evah get s traightened out 
again . Now he can ' t do tha ' , re ' lly . 

(Uh huh . ) 
But he can 01'088 yo ' so  bad yo ' may not see thuh person tha ' will s traighten 

yo ' out . [ Laughs . ]  Do yo ' s ee? Yo ' can b e  s traightened ' cause Gawd Almighty 
is thuh powah . An '  mahn is thuh instrum.unt thro ' which Gawd works . Yah see ,  he 
always tells us • • •  heah • • •  Ah would like tuh read this one l i ' le  part in this book 
fo ' yo ' an ' maybe yo ' pass  it on tuh somebody tha ' might undahstan '  these thin ' s .  
I t  says in thuh 3rd chaptah o f  Amos an ' thuh 7 th verse , says , "Surely thuh Lawd 
will  do nothin ' but he reveal his secret unto his servant , the prophet . "  Tha ' s  
all , Gawd works thro ' mahn . Each of  us • • •  

(That ' s  right . )  
• • • his instrumunt . 
(How is he going to work with man? He has to work through man . ) 
Tha ' s  thuh only way . An '  thuh people look fo ' thuh wrong thin ' . They take 

t ime out when they should b e  lookin ' fo ' a j ob ,  they down on their knees prayin ' . 
Now lis ' en tuh this ca ' ful ' y .  Ah have no obj ection of  good prayah but make it  
short ,  if yo ' have some bus ' ness tuh ' tend tuh , don ' t lose too  much t ime prayin ' . 

(That ' s  right . I agree with you . )  
Yah undahstan '  whut ah ' m  sayin '  tuh yah , because yo ' have tuh g it out heah an ' 

contac ' people in ordah tuh git these b less in ' s . 
(Even Jesus didn ' t like prayers too long . )  
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No ,  no , look at "Our Fathah which art in heaven , hallow ' ed be thy name • • •  " 
(Yes . Short prayers . And I say the same thing about s ermons . If  you can ' t  

say it in 15 minut es you can ' t say it in 2 hours . ) [Laughs . Who? ] 
A frien '  of mine , Rev . Jackson ask me tub speak a word or two up heah on thuh 

street . Ah don ' like tub do this but it does tel l us tub go intuh thuh highways 
an ' hedges .  An ' thuh worse place • • •  we do need a lo tta prayah up heah on 22nd 
[ S treet ]  on certain blocks up theah , yah know? Sure ' nuff need some prayah up 
theah . 

[Hyatt laughs . ]  
[No wonder I laughed ! Some of  those blocks up there were so tough you prayed 

even when you rode through them in daytime ! ]  
So ah wouldn ' turn the mahn down . Ah went up theah ah talked about 12  minutes , 

yah know? 
(That was fine . ) 
An ' tha ' s all . Ah j is ' say • • •  
(They can remember that . )  
Yo ' can remembah some of  thuh thin ' s ah t ell  yo ' [ Herman and Charles ] this 

af t ' noon i f  yo ' will think . Yo ' say yo ' have prob lums but yo ' canno t solve them 
by keep on dr inkin ' . 

(That ' s right . ) 
Thuh more yo ' drink thuh biggah thuh prob lum will git . 
(Yes , yes . ) 
Yo ' may fo ' get it fo ' a f ew minutes but when yo ' sobah up again yo ' got tu 

same problum, double whut it was b efo ' . Becaus e yo '  done spent money yo ' could 
have bought some grocer ies wit . [ Later in one of our talks Mr . Cubby and I dis
cuss this problem of thes e two men . ] 

[ Everyone laughs . ] 
[And so in laughter we broke up about 3 A . M .  All 4 of  them escort ed me home , 

Mr . Cubby choos ing every dark s treet he could find . What a night ! ]  

SECOND INTERVIEW AND IN DIFFERENT HOUSE 

HYATT (All right ,  now . Is  it starting a tape? All right . All right , now . ) 
CUBBY Well yo ' know tuhday is , uh • • •  Yo '  want tub trade chairs wit me pleas e ,  

a h  gotta g i t  closah tub thuh light . Uh , tuhday i s  June 24 th [ 19 7 0 ] . 
(That ' s  right . ) 
PROPHET June thuh 24th . We had planned tub see yuh , let ' s make no mistake ,  

on June 2 8 ,  which would be Sunday ,  but due tub c ircums tanc e  which ah am proud o f  
in a sens e ,  becuz yo ' see , ah had tub atten ' tub while ah was ovah theah foun '  
out i t  had been changed ovah fo ' good . Ah returned ahmediately tuh thuh city . 
An '  as ah look ovah whut ah had tub do ah forgot tha '  ah had promised tub be  wit 
a Rev .  G . C .  Jackson on Sunday an ' he ' s goin ' tub Lauterdal e [ Fort Lauderdale] 
Florida . But this is not so inthahrestin ' yo ' about dis but that ' s  thuh reason 
ah had tub change this so ah d id not want tub mis s yo ' on talkin ' . An ' ah think 
theah was a thin ' ah thought about aftah ah lef ' yo ' , it came tub mah min ' ' bout 
Stephanie Roberts . 

(Good . )  
An ' ah thought about one of  thuh most  intahres t in ' thin ' tha ' had evah hap

puned in mah life an ' maybe in his l if e ,  is theah was a incudent ha ' puned .  Ah 
could not f in '  thuh yeah . Ah called a lady in Savannah - Matildy Murphy - tub 
try tub fin '  out thuh exac ' date an ' yeah when this incudent ha ' puned ' bout 
somepin involvin ' a accident . St ephanie , which yo ' all call Doctah Buz zahd , he 
have accident , yo ' know , li ' le minah accident in Savannah . So dey put thuh mahn 
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in j ail .  Yo ' follah this? 
(They put him in j ail? ) 
Yes , but lissen tuh this ca ' ful ' ly though . They put him in j ail  • • •  So this 

is how ah remembah now so cleahly . Ah had tuh take him three leaves of sage 
an ' this vehy aftahnoon . He walked [ free ] r ight down West  Broad S tr e e t  leadin ' 
this j ackas s . Yo ' know whut a j ackass is don ' yah ?  

(Yes , I know . ) 
An ' this thin ' s cared thuh p eople almos ' tuh death , theah . Can yo ' undahs tan ' 

whut ah ' m sayin ' tuh yah ? 
(I  do unders tand . ) 
Thuh man , ah don ' t know whut he did wit this sage , but anyhow they talk about 

it even now, an ' dey don ' l ike tuh discuss it . Ah tried tub g1t in touch wit 
this lady so that ah could get her tuh go tuh thuh co ' thouse tuh try tuh f in '  
somebody but ah don ' t remembah those peoples names . So long back , yah see . But 
thuh mahn walk outa thuh j ail . An ' they saw him up thuh street leadin ' a j ack
ass right down Broad S treet . West  Broad , yah know , wit a mule . Yah know, this 
is a mys terious thing , j is ' like somepin thuh yogi does , yo ' know . 

[ The Prophet underestimates me with this preceding story about sage leaves . 
Thirty years before our second meeting I already had collected sage-leaf rites 
used in court cases , 9117-91 3 7 ,  pp . 36 9 3- 36 9 9 , v . 4 ,  and there are probably others 
in these HOODOO volumes . Is the Prophet making up a few things as he goes along? 
Some things , yes . That is his bus iness , to create a r ite  to meet an emergency , 
if he has a r iteless situation . ]  

(We we ' re - all of us we ' re interested in that letter you r ead - you know you 
showed it to me and you read . And , you know , I would like with your permiss ion , 
very much to use that letter , not the private names in there , because somebody 
could sue you , you know , but I would like to have those copied , you know , by 
pho tos tat or Xerox . They do that in a couple of minutes . ]  

Here is thuh lettah . [ Do not underes t imate the Prophet . ] 
(There is the letter . You [ to Cubby ] read it . Here is the letter , right here . 

Oh yes , two pages . Now wait , here ' re two pages to this letter . And here is the 
envelope . And this envelope is • • •  Here , you read this envelope Mr . Cubby . )  

[ A  copy of this letter is among the illustrat ions at the end o f  volume 3 . ] 
(Now there , we ' ll have to block out that return address .  What we wanted to 

do , we ' d  like to use this as an illus tration . And it ' s to you . And we ' ll block 
this out so nobody can come back • • •  ) 

Ah don ' mind yuh us in ' mah name . 
( I  know, but I can ' t use her name . And what we ' ll do we ' ll block out her 

name , her s ignature here ; al l we do is j us t  put a little piece of  paper right 
over that name • • •  a li t tle narrow piece of  paper . And also her son , his name , 
Doctor whatever it is . This is a very int eres ting letter by the way . You know 
that? No t only becaus e the l et t er is interesting i t s elf , but because it ' s  ad
dressed to you . The envelope I want . I want il lustrations . Now that was one 
thing I missed in my older wo rk . You learn about these things . I t  takes years 
to learn about thes e things . ) 

Fo ' ty , let ' s  s ee ,  fo ' ty-seven yeah , ah been workin ' in de f ield of heal in ' 
an ' miracle work. Yo ' don ' t  call it "root work" any more becuz it soun ' too 
vulgar . 

(That ' s r ight . ) 
An '  yo ' d  b e  suhprised at  thuh people tha ' now they , whut we cal l  thuh egrant 

[ ignorant ] mahn , he don ' even have thuh money or t ime tuh inves t igate  ' bout him
s e ' £ .  

(That ' s  r ight . )  
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But thuh mo ' intelligent people are thuh ones we come in contac t  wit . This 
lady ' s f�om thuh co ' t  today an ' she is a council heah in S t . Petahsburg , thuh 
j uvenile co ' t  [ court ] . Ah may us e her name because she is a public servant . 
She is thuh name of  Mrs . X .  An ' she had trouble f indin ' a g irl tha ' she released 
some two weeks ago from thuh d etent ion home . So she ' s been tryin ' tub get in 
contac ' wit me so when she did she want ed tub f in '  this chile befo ' thuh chile 
gots in furtah trouble . When she came here ah took thuh chile ' s  name , an ' this 
key an ' thuh B ib le . An ' ah asked her ques tions tuh f in '  out • • •  [A  number of 
Bible-and-key rites appear in HOODOO. ] 

(Did she come here herself ? )  
Mrs . X • . .  

(Came right here? ) 
She is , yes s ir ,  she is thuh co-couns ler head in S t . Petahsburg . One of thuh 

j uv ' nile counslers . But she could not fin '  this chile because thuh chile was re
leased from thuh detention home an ' had thuh ins tructions tuh go tuh her muthah ' s 
[mother ' s ] .  But thuh chile had not been tuh huh muthah as yet . So Mrs . X .  b e
came a li ' le worried about huh . Ah b ecame worried about this chile b ecuz she 
was ovah tuh mah o thah place ritht acros s  thuh s tree on E ighteenth Avenue , an ' ,  
uh , she was complainin ' about huh stomic . Yuh s ee? So we found her r ight down 
thuh s treet chere . Ah d idn ' t know zackly wheah she was in thuh beginnin ' but 
yah s ee thuh sp irit r evealed tub me wheah she was at  an ' thuh vicinity wheah she 
was at , so ah asked thuh lady , ah said yo ' go theah an ' ' quiah from thuh lady 
tha ' answah thuh do ' . An '  she may b e  ab le tub give yo ' a descrip tion of  thuh 
chil e  an ' draws me up tuh her a dif ' rent name . An ' ah do know now tha ' they d id 
fin ' thuh chile .  But when ah call thuh chile , this g irl was about 19  yeah o le .  
But she is have a kinda defec ' mine-like . An ' always seekin ' s ome attention . 
Theahfo '  she would be  easy tuh git in trouble . Now ah have ' nothah lettah heah 
from othah mahn . 

(Well , I ' d  like to see  that . )  
Says , "Deah s ir ,  Prophet Warkiee S arheed , ah am writin ' yo ' tuh s en '  yo ' some , 

tuh s en '  me some help . Ah ' m  Raymon ' Smith thuh young man yo '  talk tuh in Fort 
Pierce • • •  Uh, thuh Sunday mawnin ' . Ah did , ah did have tuh leave tuh go tuh work , 
so yuh tol ' me tuh write yo ' , an ' yah will s end me some,  huh , somepin tuh help 
me . With love . Ah gave yah thuh money ah had so ah am sendin ' yuh ten dollah . 
Ah do believe in yah . From whut yah said tuh me is thuh truth . Ah am lookin ' 
tuh heah from yuh soon . Yours truly , Ramon ' Smith , bo ' n  May thuh 19 , 1935 . 
He resigned hims elf theah . I f  ah made mis take on thuh money , on thuh money , on 
thuh month , ah made a mis take on thuh month on thuh money ordah . "  That ' s  a s im
ple mat tah . He made a mis take when he wrote thuh damn money ordah . He wanted 
me tuh cash it  s ee? 

( I  see , I s ee . ) 
We don ' t have no trouble . That by a mahn name Ramon ' Smith . Now let ' s  see 

heah ' s one ,  heah ' s one from • • •  whut ah got all ovah this lettah . Now sometime 
ah keep ' em , some time ah j is '  t eah ' em up an ' throw ' em aways yuh know? 

(Well , any of these  ltters we ' ll block out the name but your name we ' ll leave 
in . )  

Baltimore .  Baltimore . Is tha ' Baltimo ' theah? Tha ' s Baltimo ' ,  Maryland , 
isn ' t it ? 

(Yes , this is from Baltimore , yes . )  
This mahn is , uh • • •  

(Read the envelope there , what does it say? ) 
CUBBY J .A .  Holtahman - 0000 E . OO S treet - Baltimore , Maryland . 
PROPHET Yeah , this fellah is a fellah min ' s tah , so he writes me : 
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Mah dsah Brothah� it was indeed a great pleasUX'e tuh heah from yah. Ah know 
yah are doin ' fine an '  in thuh greates ' hea lth .  Ah was veah muc:h su 'prised tuh 
heah from yuh but it wus indeed veah heart wahmin ' .  Ah rec:eived thuh lettah 
thuh day oldah sistah an '  fathah were heah. Me from thuh homelands . Ah would 
like fo ' yuh tuh send me some of yuh aahds tuh distribute them out so people who 
are intahested in rec:eivin ' a b lessin ' fo ' peop le� who are intahrested in re
c:eivin ' a b Zessin • • • This is wha ' this brothah says tuh me • • •  Ah would have anBWah 
yuh Zettah soonah but ah had a ac:c:ident on mah job� broke mah right ahm� right 
wris ' • • • God! Ah don ' see too weU .  So ah 'm gettin ' mah daughtah tuh write this 
fo ' me . Ah would like tuh rec:eive a b Zessin ' mahse 'f. An ' aZ.so ah woul-d like 
fo ' yo ' tuh stay in touc:h with eac:h of us� with me� meac:h of us • • •  Ha , ha , ha . 
[ Prophet laughs at "meach . " ]  Yo ' know ah have a big fam ' ly now. Six boys an ' 
fo ' girls . Three c:hil lun in high sc:hoo Z .  But so fah we are doin ' fine . Ah 
wouZd c:ome tuh • •  � Ah wouZd Zove tuh heah from yo ' in thuh neah futuah . Mah wife 
an '  aZ.Z  thuh c:hi Z Z.uns sen ' their Zove . Now, let ' s  see what he says heah • • •  That 
[ blessing ] whut yah sent  me� was verah good� but a Zi ' Ze Zate . Ha , ha , ha . 
Says it ' s  verah good but a l i ' le late .  Huh? Thuh Zast ah rec:eived. Verah glad 
tuh heah from yuh . Yuh know ah have not seen yuh in e Zev 'n yeah. Send me a 
pic:hUX'e of yo ' se Zf; o e fo ' framin ' .  Ah pZan tuh go home fo ' fathah ' s  day in 
June� an '  take � thuh fam ' Z.y .  Lookin ' tuh heah from yuh soon. Jesse A .  Ho Ztahman. 
P. S. Roughin ' it  here now an ' [ at ]  Carmonwe Z Z. .  ·Whah [where ] is this Cromwell ? 
Ah could nevah undah [ stand? ] • • •  f rom thuh State Hospit ' l . He , uh , b een dere 
' bout week now . Yeah . 

( Is this an old friend or does • • •  ) 
Yeah , yeah h e ' s a brothah ministah . Minis tah yah see . Known htm as a kid 

yah know . Brothah Jesse • • •  Brothah Jesse A. Holtahman . Bo ' n  Feb ' ry thuh f i ' th , 
nineteen thirty-two . Here s ee .  Ha , ha , ha . They write me becuz they • • • I t ' s  
not so intahrest in ' , tha ' was j is '  good tuh heah from him . He say what ah said 
was good fo ' him . 

(That ' s  f ine . ) 
That ' s  thuh , that ' s  thuh thin ' tha ' ah ' m intahrested in . Tha ' we have an ' 

get resu ' ts . [Mr .  Cubby offer s  a cigaret t e to the Prophet . ]  Heah , yo ' goin '  
s taht me smokin ' ag ' in , huh? Don ' staht me smokin ' ag ' in .  I was tol ' [ if you 
smoke too much you get ] cancah of thuh throat . Thank yuh very much .  

CUBBY You ' re a healer , you can s top that cancer . 
Ah, ah b elieve so . Ah believe so with Gawd ' s  help . 
(Does a doctor , you know, that even you now • • •  Physic:ian heal thyse Zf, you 

know doctors are not supposed to work on thems elves . Do any of them? ) 
No , that ' s  true .  
(Or anyone in the immediate family . ) 
Now. Ah believe , we said thuh o thah day when we talk wit yah ah want yo ' tub 

excuse me if ah j is '  fo ' git some li ' le thin ' s  • • •  
(Oh, if you repeat yourself it ' s  all right . )  
I t ' s b ecaus e ,  yah see when yuh come in contac ' wit so  many diffren ' people , 

tha ' have so many diffrun '  problums • • •  

( I  know . ) 
• • •  It is kinda hard somet imes tub j is ' , yo ' know , mah immediate days , yestah

day , tuhday ah know whut ah do . But now mah min ' - welfare an ' people do need 
a id . An '  when they ' re very po ' • • •  

This is where ah give mah all tuh he ' p  ' em . Yo ' s ee it? 
(I  see . ) 
An '  this is whut ah call char ' ty but ah think we tole yuh tha ' when we saw 

yo ' las' , tha ' we were goin ' tub tell  yuh ' bout a mahn . Ah don ' have nothin ' 
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on heah [ the black cloth on which he records everything ! ] .  Ah j is ' , ah know ' is 
name is Rit t ,  Arthur Ritts , [ not the name . ] Imporia [ Emporia ] , Virginia . This 
mahn while he live was one of thuh greates ' men . Ah said ah could per son ' ly say 
ah knew p erson ' ly ,  yah s ee .  He was ' bout , ah ' d  say ,  neah thuh calibah mahn tha ' 
Stefney Roberts , tha ' we call Doctah Buz zahd was . An '  his work , but thuh ' mazin ' 
thin ' ' bout , heah ' s a mahn tha ' mos ' ly work exclusively wit a graveyard . He 
worked wit graveyahds doit [ dirt ] , he had a big trunk full o '  nothin ' but grave
yahd doit . Do yah see whut ah mean1 

( I  s ee . )  
He did many thin ' s .  An '  tub mah absolute knowin ' ,  ' cause ah have a t ip on it , 

' cause ah had a case mahs elf , which at tha ' t ime ah didn ' know thuh zact [ exact ] 
s ecret , how tub handle . I t  was a cas e  of movin ' a enemy from aroun ' o thah people 
who was tryin ' tub go up [ in the world? ] .  So ah went tub him tub talk ovah this 
s ituation an ' he was ill , was layin ' on ' is baid . He tole me whut tub do . An ' 
ah did zackly whut he tole me tub do . Ah had thuh client tub bring me some earth 
tha ' thuh person had walked on . An ' ah used some of  this graveyahd dirt an ' an
othah thing . An ' in s even days tha ' he promis ' ,  thuh work was done . Thuh people 
took thuh move . Now these are thuh myster ious thin ' s ' bout this type o '  work . 
Now yah take thuh earth a mahn walk on or a womahn walk on an ' use it a cert ' in 
way , when someone takes an ' puts it in a bo ' tle . When ah put it in bot ' le ,  ah 
puts this graveyahd dirt wit it . Ah make mah wish • • •  ah stop it up loosely • • •  ah 
take it tub runnin ' watah • • •  With this othah person ah throw it ovah . Jis ' as 
sure as ah throw it ovah , they will move . 

(This man, uh • • •  ) 
Oscar Ritt s ?  He was , uh , ninety-seven yeah ole , ' bout , when he died . 
(Have you any idea when he died? ) 
Yes indeed,  ah know def in ' ly .  He died in 1962 . Ah don ' t [ know] the ' xact 

month , but it was March or April . He was very ole man . But yuh wouldn ' believe 
him even if yo ' seen him ,  even on his sickbed when he was very ill thuh las ' 
t ime ah saw him .  Ah us e tub communicate wit his wif e .  In fac ' , he b eg me tub 
come ovah theah an ' take ovah his chair . Yah see,  this is too bindin ' . ' Cause 
ah do lots  a'  travelin ' ,  yah know? But ah mean on business . In fac ' , ah have 
tub go tub do mah own thing in anothah plac e ,  is becuz there ' s  a cert ' in - ah 
can do somepin s ittin ' heah . Many thin ' ah do sittin '  right heah or in mah 
othah place on Sev ' nth Avenue , but theah are some things ah have tub go in per
son . In ordah tub ca ' ry out orahs [ orders ] then [ than ] tub reveal thuh absolute 
s ecret , ' caus e ah have gave oath , when ah learn thuh s ecret tha ' ah would not re
veal cert ' in s ecrets . Yah s ee? 

(I  see . ) 
So ah have tub go mahself . Like on a big co ' t  [ court ] case like ah have in 

Virginia , like ah say ah go Tuesday . Ah ' ll prob ' ly leave heah somet ime Sunday , 
Monday night . Ah ' ll go ovah wit this mahn on Sunday . An ' yo ' will ,  uh • • •  We 
have promise tub free a mahn who lives in Virginia . Tha ' s mah promise tub thuh 
people • • •  Richmond , Virginia . Thuh mahn is chahged wit murdah . In thuh firs ' 
degree . An ' this thin ' came out in thuh mattah of pass ion-like ,  yah s ee? Mahn 
an ' wife get angry or somepin . Yah s ee? They ' re li ' ble tub do anythin ' in pas
sion . But truthfully speakin ' only a lil ' chile ' bout s even yeah ole was neah 
nuf [ enough ] tub git any pahts of thuh convahsation an ' then she was so ' cited 
[ excited ] until she re ' lly do not remembah . So thuh s tate does not have a wit
ness . Dey do have thuh mahn an ' thuh gun . But they don ' t have anythin ' else 
re ' lly tub go on . But this is not wha ' they gonna do . We hear they have a 
neighbah tha ' heard ' er pleadin ' fo ' him not tub shoot her thuh third time . She 
believe she heard thuh gun shoot two times befo ' . An '  her ' d  thuh woman says , 
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' co ' se this is wha ' she t es tify in puliminary [ pr el iminary ] hearin ' , tha ' she 
heard thuh womahn say , "Yo ' kilt me awlready , why shoot me agin? " Yah s ee? 
Now dis is a bad statemen '  ag ' ins t mah c lient . But , uh , ah don ' have no prob
lum theah becuz yah see ah will s en '  ' er away . Ah will send her away three day 
b efo ' thuh trial . Ah will send her away . Ah don ' t mean give her thuh money . 
Ah will deman '  she leave thuh co ' nty [ County ] of Richman ' an ' thuh City of Rich
man ' , Virginia . An '  she will  go . 

( She will go . )  
An '  thuh state take ma ' be s ix ' y ,  nine ' y  days ' cuz they goin ' look fo ' her , 

but they won' t fin ' her . When they f in '  her she ' ll have amneaz er [ amnes ia ] .  
She won ' b e  able  tuh appeah as a witness agins t mah client . S ee? So we ' ve 
awlready tol ' ' im  wha ' we would chahge him .  We didn ' t chahge him but twenty- one 
hunderd thirt een do llah an ' thirteen cent , yah see , tuh gu ' rantee his freedom . 
An '  of co ' se if we don '  grant , he don ' t g it his freedom , he don ' t  owe this . Ah 
refund him all thuh money he given me ' cept  fo ' a hunderd thirteen dollah an ' 
thirteen cent . 

( I  s ee . ) 
Yah s ee ah use tha ' fo ' a li ' le expens e somet imes . They re ' l ly pay thuh ex

pens e , but ah know ah not go in '  tuh have tub r efun ' it ' cause we goin ' free him . 
Yah see whut ha ' pun in a case like tha ' it  become nes ' sary tuh take thuh min ' of  
thuh witness es an ' thuh j udge • • •  [He speaks to a man wandering about ] ,  "Go right 
ahead mah bro thah . Go right ahead . Go right ahead . He ' p  yo ' self . Yo ' know 
wheah tuh look in thuh Frig idare . Ah think its ovah on tha ' side • • •  tuh thuh 
right . 1 1 

(He needs a doctor . He goes to  the toilet every f ew  minutes . )  [ Both laugh ! 
What a cra zy thing for  me to say to a healer ! This was one of  his patients ! ]  

(Before I forget it , you were cooperating with another dbctoP up there . )  
In Sou ' Ca ' l ina? 
(Yes . )  
This thuh mahn tha ' S tephney Roberts , known as Doctah Buz zahd re ' l ly train . 

He is thuh mahn tha ' has thuh mastah s ecrets of those things • • •  
( I  s ee . ) 
• • •  an ' it ' s  imposs ' ble fo ' any one ,  as long as ah am in thuh Unided S tates , 

tha ' he has no t already seen befo ' he an ' ah b egan tub associate , fo ' dem tub 
see ' im, unles s  they f irst contac ' me . 

(This is the man that ' s  working with you in South Carolina . )  
Sou ' Ca ' lina . In othah words he ' s  not whut yah say workin ' wit me . Heah 

whut he does . He will see only these people  on mah recommendation . 
( I  see . I see . ) 
If anyone should call an ' say they wan ' tub s ee him . "Do yo ' know Sarheed? 

Have yo ' contacted Sarheed? "  Then if they have , then ah will say , "Yes , this 
person has contac ' me . An '  they have problum. Tha ' yuh person ' ly should s ee 
' em . "  An '  then he see them ,  yah s ee . Heah this mahn, he ' s not too ole , he ' s  
about 82 . Some thin ' l ike tha ' . Now , many people roun ' heah , people here all 
theah lives , do not know him, becus ar ig ' nal ly [ or iginally ] he came from Hait i ,  
tuh thuh Unided S tates . An ' s ee h e  worked on a fahm theah wit S tephney [Rober t s ]  
fo ' yeahs , on S tephney ' s  f ahm .  He came an ' worked . Jes ' like David did . Yo ' 
remembah how David had t ub work tub git  his wives ? 

(Oh yes . ) [ Confus es David ' s  and Jacob ' s  wives ! Laban with Jethro ! ]  
He had tub work fo ' Jefro so long? Yah see whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout ? In 

ordah tub obtain this knowledge tha ' this mahn want , he had • • •  tuh come • • •  an ' 
stay • • •  an '  beg • • • an ' plead , an ' show hisse ' f  wo ' thy tuh learn • • •  thuh innah 
secrets . 
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Now, Duvalier yuh know, thuh Pres ident of  Haiti ,  he has some o f  these great 
secrets hisse ' f .  But , he would not allow me tuh come tuh thuh country , he said , 
becuz he had heard tha ' ah was a unus ' al wizahd . An ' he said if ah come in his 
country , tha ' ah may end up b ein ' wit some of  his people , but we didn ' have this 
in min ' at all , we went there j is '  want ed tuh see . Wanted tuh see . 

(Just a moment . What are they playing , what sort of  instrument is that ? )  
CUBBY Gitah . ' Lectric Gitah . Gots a loudspeakah . 
(Oh , got a loud speaker , yes . )  
CUBBY Hoodooed again ! 
(What? Hoodooed again ! Man , I don ' t  know what we ' re going to do here . We 

were one place • • •  three roosters would crow all the time we were talking . And 
they were crowing loud . ) 

[We turn off  the machine for a minute or two , forget ting Hai t i . ]  
Oscar Ritts , thuh one thin ' ah saw ' im did tha ' , uh , was excitin '  tuh me . In 

fac ' he taught me , thuh innah secret about thuh use of  dif f ' runt awls [ oils ] . 
How tha ' yo ' use ' em fo ' dif fern ' reasons . Fo ' a ins tance ,  we use this fo ' one 
thin ' . 

(That ' s  dark o il . )  
We use this one fo ' anothah thin ' , yah see . Like , yo ' say , take bath , ano int 

yo ' self wit i t . 
( I  see . ) 
Mahn tha ' does this , he go out in thuh s treet , in twen ' y-fo ' hours , if he do 

whut ah tell him , uh , he won ' t  have a accident , won ' t  any enemy attack him wif 
[with ] any type o '  weapon - fo ' twen ' y-fo ' hour , yah know , aftah he take this 
cert ' in type of bath . In ordah tuh be sure when ah sell a bo ' tle of  oil like 
this tha ' it would do as ah say ,  ah try each of  them mahse ' f  fo ' various reason . 
Then ah have concrete proof o f  theah merits an ' whut they will do . 

( I  see . Do you put up your o ils in bottles o f  that size as a rule? ) 
Sometime . Yah see , this o il heah come from [names a city in Africa I can ' t 

unders tand ] Africa . Was not made in thuh Unided State . An '  whut happen heah 
tuh this pahticulah one heah • • •  

(What is the • • •  is that purplish? ) 
Yah ,  purpl eish-like . 
It  has a vehy good aroma . Yuh may smell it . 
[ Sniffs . ]  (Oh yes . )  
Yah may smell it . 
( Smell  i t  Mr . Cubby . )  
CUBBY Oh yeah . 
Yo ' may smell it • • •  let them have i t  ovah theah . 
( Charles is going to  smell it now . )  [ Charles does not appear elsewhere in 

interview . ] 
Whut ha ' pun heah , yah would be  su ' prised • • •  it take ' em  nine yeah tuh make one 

quart of this pahtic ' lah type of oil . 
(That purple o il . )  
Purple-looking o il . 
(Have you names for these oils ? )  
Yeah , now this i s  whut we call a SPECIAL OIL . 
(HDumn. ) 
This IS SPECIAL . 
(I  see . )  [ He didn ' t  l ike my Hmmm! ]  
S-P-E-C-I-A-L . SPECIAL OIL . Now, thuh mos '  intahrest in '  paht about it , as 

yo ' know , ah hope yah do know, if ah don ' t ,  let me t ell  yuh somepin ' bout it . 
In thuh country , in Ghana , in the city of [Acadia? ] we have many p eople theah 
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tha ' they say tha ' work in mirac ' las ways . Tuh make this oil , an adult person 
will have tuh continue tuh stir it , nevah stop . Thuh whole nine yeah somebody 
stirin ' continusly . Until • • •  thuh main importan ' paht about it - some pahts o f  
it , tha ' they u s e  in theah , come from thuh human body . D o  yah s e e  whut a h  mean? 

( I  understand . )  
S ' pose a chile is ill-ly formed when he ' s  bo ' n .  
(What ? )  
A chile is ill-ly formed . 
(Oh ! I see . ) 
Ill-ly form in some degree . 
[Here comes the masterpiece ! ]  
Now, they see tha ' this chile will die soon anyway . So whut they do they git 

cert ' in pahts from this chile an ' drop it in thuh pot . Yuh see , they git o thah 
pahts from othah anumals . Maybe a paht come from thuh lion or some pahts might 
have come from thuh t igah . Thuh flesh an ' all these thin ' s are put in this one 
pot . An ' contin ' usly add a l il ' watah , contin ' us ly stir , an ' it comes out wheah 
theah ' l l  be j is '  one quaht [ quart ] .  One quaht . When this quaht is made , they 
take it tuh Abadoola , magic words and Abadoola , a livin ' Gawd . A l ivin ' Gawd . 
An ' Abadoola says a special  prayah , an ' afa ' [ after ] , then , he give it back tuh 
those who may distribit [ distribut e ]  it . But in ordah tuh obtain a bo ' tle of 
this size , it  cost yah three hunderd an ' nine ' y-nine dollah an ' one penny . Now 
yo ' haftah [ have to ] yo ' haf tah go an ' git thuh nine ' y-nine dollah . Yo ' ll have 
tuh git this from somebody who give it tuh yuh as a offahin ' , j is '  g ive it tuh 
yah . Yo ' don ' tell ' im why yo ' wan ' it . It may take yo ' 3 week or a month tuh 
git thuh nine ' y-nine do llah . But yah not s ' pose tuh git anyway but offahin ' . 
I t  may be  all dimension o '  coins . Yuh see? Becuz yo ' ll put on , as [ you ] should 
do , an ' it ' s  t ime now tha ' ah put on . As yo ' should do , yah put on yuh gahment , 
yuh native gahment . An ' yah go tuh thuh diffren ' vil lages . An '  yah may speak 
wit some of thuh eldah peoples . An '  then yuh speak wit some of thuh youngah 
ones . An '  if yuh tell them tha ' ah have a mission tuh , tha ' ah mus ' fulf ill in 
ordah tuh git a special bles sin ' , an ' ah need aid awful badly - again Abadoola 
and mag ic words . Then they says tuh yuh , we are wit yuh . We will he ' p  yo ' .  An '  
then they will call a lil ' gathahin ' o f  thuh people in thuh commun ' ty ,  or in 
thuh village , an ' they will chip in [ each g ives something ] .  Maybe yah git j is '  
three dollah . Maybe fifty people give yah three p itiful dollah . 

( Is it all right? S till all right? ) [ I  am asking about the cassett e . ] 
An '  when they , uh , do this , then they will bid yuh fare thee well wit a li ' le 

food , an ' sometime they give yuh live chicken . When yuh entah thuh nex ' village , 
yo ' do as they have tole yo ' in this village , becuz yo ' may be  goin ' intuh o thah 
territory . When yo ' g it intuh thuh village , yo ' turn this roos tah loose , a live 
chick ' n yah see , an ' when thuh lil ' chilrun see thuh roostah runnin ' ,  they will 
try tuh capchur e ' t [ capture it ] foah [ for ] yo ' .  Is  becuz they think tha ' yo ' 
have big prob l ' m  someplace else , an ' they want tuh he ' p  yo ' ,  b ecuz yo ' are a 
s trangah in their village . 

( I  see . )  
An '  there yah go an ' do thuh same thing as in thuh las ' village . Ya ' tell 

' em  why yo ' re theah, an ' they will go an ' have anothah lil ' meet in ' . An ' as ah 
said , when yo ' git thuh nine ' y-nine do llah , then yah can add yore own three hun
dred do llah , [ from]  yo ' pocket or wherevah yo ' have yuh money . An '  yo ' will go , 
wheah yo ' been direc t ' d  an ' yo ' tell ' em  whut yah want thuh oil fo ' .  If  yo ' 
wan' it fo ' anythin ' , yo ' name nine thin ' s ,  yo ' will use it fo ' . Yo ' may name 
any nine thin ' s ,  tha ' yo ' will use it any nine t imes . But there ' s  one thin ' , yo ' 
cannot do . Yo ' cannot evah give ' t  away . Whutevah yah do yo ' cannot give ' t  away . 
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So • • •  we obtain a bo ' t le of  oil . Now see mah oil heah is verh low , but chah see 
ah have ' no thah bottle in anothah place . Ah do not keep this oil aroun ' . If 
thieves come in they may p ick it up . An ' yo ' keep j is '  a few drops aroun ' , yah 
see ?  

( I  see . )  
Three drops will do mos '  anythin ' yo ' wan ' t ' do .  
(Just a minute before I forget . Is the other side clear , usab le? ) 
CUBBY Yes . 
( I  think we ' d  better turn it over . )  
CUBBY You ' ve got about a minute . 
( I ' ll close this off then , j us t  a minute . Now before , when we turn to the 

next s ide  I ' d  like you , b efore I forget it , what is the siz e  of that bott le? 
How many ounces ? Any idea? ) 

This is about a ounce an ' a ha ' f  bot t le ,  ah might imagine . Ounce an ' a ha ' f  
bottle maybe .  

(Yes . Small bottle,  very small bottle . Now about this these are your garments. 
Your robes and things ? ) 

[ The Prophet should have displayed the garments back in that long paragraph 
where  he says , "Yah put on yuh gahment , yuh native gahment . " ]  

Right . 
(What do you call the p ink headgear you have on now? ) [ Imagine my calling 

this sacred garment headgear ! ]  
Yez zzz  • • •  this is NOT a turban . 
(No ? )  
This is a p lain seein ' an ' hearin ' ha t ;  yah s ee when ah put this on , i t  was 

special made fo ' me . 
(Oooh . ) 
Spec ial made fo ' me . 
(I  s ee . ) 
So now when ah put this on ah don ' stumble again in mah convahsation or talk . 

Is becuz ah have already asked thuh livin ' Gawd , Abadoola tuh direc ' mah min ' now 
tha ' ah go back in hist ' ry .  An ' f in '  some of  th ' innah s ecrets about some of  
thuh people ah know in Amerikah . He hoid [ heard ]  me ahmediately when ah spoke 
tuh him an ' put on mah hat . He know ' d  then , that ah have nothin ' els e tuh do , 
but all mah concentration now is on ahmediate thin ' at han ' . 

CUBBY Interview Warkiee Sarheed . 
(All right , go r ight ahead . )  
PROPHET We , uh , yo ' are intahrest ed about thuh people , ah ' ve b een goin '  ovah 

names in mah min ' tha ' ah know person ' ly .  Ah know there ' s  many whit e  people in 
thuh f iel ' of  Hoodoo as yo ' called it . 

( Oh absolutely . )  [Many white p eople work in the f ield . ] 
But these tha ' ah know, is this one tha ' ah had p ersonal dealin ' s wit , such 

as , they always seek tuh buy thuh healin ' awl [ o il ] . This is no t a healin ' awl 
here . As ah said befo ' , this is a special awl . 

(A special oil . ) 
There many purposes it can b e  us ed fo ' . One of thuh main things fo ' it is , 

is tuh keep thuh human body • • •  magnetic . That it will draw . When yo ' draw,  as 
Jesus said in his word ; if yo ' draw people t ' yah , then they wil l lift yo ' up . 
Ya ' undahs tan ' ?  

(I  understand . )  
People are magnetic . They have in paht , thuh same thin ' tha ' thuh flowah has , 

thuh aroma , will make all tuh be at ease  tuh a g iven extent . This is why yo ' can 
fin '  it so comfor ' ab le in this vehy shabby place - is becuz we have prayed heah , 
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we did o thah things , tha ' each person we have tuh intahview or talk wit on bus ' 
ness , wil l  thuh f irs ' thing b e  at eas e .  In ordah ah will be able tuh read theah 
[ their ] innah min ' . Tha ' theah problums would be  so ' ved [ solved ] through me . 
Now the ' re [ there are ] o thah people which ah know of in thuh Unided S tate tha ' 
are , or have thuh rep ' ta tion as bein ' vehy good in theah work. An ' ah will men
tion one mahn , at Jonathanvill e ,  Georgia . Yo ' prob ' ly heard of ' im .  His name 
is Dallas Mo ' [More? ] . Yo ' evah heard of  Dal las Mo ' ?  

(More? )  
Tha ' s right . 
Yo ' evah heah of  a mahn name Dallas Mo ' ?  
(No . No , but I knew a woman, More , over in • • •  ) 
Well let me tell yo '  this , in thuh Unided State now, in this paht of thuh 

Unided S tat e ;  has in Jonathanville , Georgia . If yo ' would go theah yo ' would 
f in ' at  least  uh hunderd or mo ' cahs [ cars ] theah now wantin ' tuh see him .  

(Now is h e  a whit e  man or a colored man? ) 
Yes , he ' s  a colahed man . Tall , dark-skin man . With full eyes . 
(What do you mean by full eyes? )  
His eyes are l ike rabbi t ' s  eyes • • •  big eyes we call it . 
(Oh , I s ee . ) 
Big eyes ! Big eyes ! B ig eyes ! 
( Big eyes . )  
Yeah . Big eyes .  So  whut happen heah d ey tell me , tha ' he is • • •  ah ' m savin ' 

this lettah fo ' yah . 
(Yes , do save that • • •  ) 
This is thuh one ah wan ' tub put away . 
(Now, wil l  you take charge of  that Mr . Cubby . Get copies of that . )  
CUBBY An ' ah ' ll return i t  to you [ the Prophet ] . 
(Yes , return it to him. ) 
Wondahful ! Wondahful ! We trus t yo '  so vehy much . We trus t yo ' so vehy much . 
(Well , thank you ! ) 
Trust yo ' vehy much . 
(And this man here [ Cubby ] is a man to b e  trus ted . )  
Thank Gawd l Yo ' don ' t f ind many young man like this tuhday ,  aroun ' us yah 

know? They eithah too fancy or too smaht [ smart ]  or too dumb tub do anythin ' 
good . But when they go t equalibrum [ equilibrium] thems e ' f s an ' believ ' n  [ b e
lieve in ] princ ' ples , then yo ' can always he ' p  this mahn, an ' this mahn can 
help yuh , if necessary . 

(Do you know how I found him? ) 
Uh , uh . 
( I  was going into the bank . The First National Bank, it ' s  at Fourth and Cen

tral Avenue .  And I was looking around . I brought a recorder down [ to Florida ] . 
I was very , very t ired . I had j us t gotten these two vo lumes out . I was j ust 
dead . And I said , "As soon as I freshen up a bit , I ' m  going to make a new sur
vey in depth of what ' s  going on today .  I ' ve material to do a third volume • • •  ) 

Wunnnderful ! 
(And I hope that third volume ' s b et t er than the other two . See that ? But , 

to do that I ' ve got to have a firs t class experience of my own and first class 
people to work on .  Interview f irs t class peopl e .  Now, not everything everybody 
t ells us is going in there . Unders tand? )  

Ah undahs tan '  yo ' cleahly . 
( Special people .  We want the truth . And f irst  class s tuff . )  
Certainly . 
( So • • •  the quickest  way to get into work without wasting time and money • • •  ! 
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look around for a man , a man you have to  j udge his charact er and quickly - more 
or le�s . I ' ve o f t en  used a waiter in the hotel . )  

Uh hm . 
( Summer resort , something of that sort . I used a taxi man or a man who has 

driven the car for my wife and me . And , so , I was going into the bank and here 
was a yellow cab standing in front and there was a whit e cabman there . And I 
wanted to drive over to Tampa primarily to see the old Columbia Res taurant , over 
there where my wif e  and I had been [ taken ] years before [by her sister and broth
er-in-law] and I asked the pr ice . Things looked a l ittle  bit expens ive . I need
ed some money anyway so I didn ' t  take the cab . So  I went in to get some money 
from the bank and when I came out , the taxicab was still  there . Yellow Cab was 
still there . And I thought it was the same f el low . Now I had a lit t le money in 
my pocket and I thought , "Well ,  now I ' ll take that fellow af ter all . "  So I got 
down to this taxicab , looked in to make c ertain • • •  it isn ' t the same fellow at 
all ! It ' s  this man [here ] . Isn ' t that wonderful? And you know what I think 
about that?  I think he was s ent ! )  

Tha ' s the way Gawd does things . 
(An apos t le - the word apos tle  means send. You [ addres s ing Mr . Cubby ] were 

s ent . You ' re not s ent to waste  your time or something • • •  ) 
No ! [ says the Prophet ] .  
(Here is a great opening for you , a great privilege for you , something you ' re 

going to • • •  Now it ' s  diff icult to make a lot of these people understand that , you 
know what I mean . ) 

Ah undahs tan ' yo ' vehy cleahly . We know tha ' when they are s ent an ' they come 
tuh yo ' .  They work, they fit  right in . I t ' s  like a puz zle tuh work , if it ' s  a 
correc ' p iece it fit  right in thuh s lot . Do yah see? Thuh same thing is wit 
people . When yo ' are dealin ' wit them . If yah have thuh right person fo ' thuh 
j ob ,  thuh j ob is done eas ' ly ,  smoothly . So dis is thuh way • • •  this is thuh thang 
[ thing ] that ' s  impo ' tant . That is whut keeps thuh univers e  in orbit , b ecause 
thuh harmonious way it revo lves around thuh sun .  

(That ' s  r ight . )  
Ah mean all thuh planets .  We took thuh who le universe .  Yah see this mahn 

was a mahstah [mast er ] math ' matician . In ordah that these thin ' s continue tuh 
revolve an ' nevah have a coleesion [ co llis ion ] . But evahthin ' tha ' mahn has 
mad e ,  some thin ' happuns tuh it . But when Gawd connec ' mahn , an ' mahn tuhgethah , 
it is always f o '  good . When Gawd connec ' ' im .  S omet ime de devol [ devi l ]  con
nee ' ' em  tuhgethah too , yah know . 

(Oh ! )  
Ah have p eople connected tuh thuh devol sent ovah tuh me , yah know . Thes e 

are hindahin ' [ hindering ] .  But when yo ' have like yo ' said , an ' apos tle .  An ' 
this kinda incudent [ incident ] this is  whut yo ' call unusual incudent fo ' taxi 
tuh be sittin '  in this same plac e ,  in thuh place where o thah cab sittin '  an ' yo ' 
look an ' s een this mahn sittin '  • • •  This is thuh mahn ah need tuhday , tuh help me 
wit this ah want tuh do . An ' theah yo ' have it . 

( I  have great • • •  ) 
Hones ' mahn ! Hones ' mahn ! 
(Now in my no t es • • •  ) 
Int elligen ' mahn ! 
[ Thanks for the praise ! ]  
( I ' m  go ing to explain how I found him . ) 
So wundahful . So wundahful . 
(Now something else ,  how I found him .  Amaz ing things . I t ' s  an amaz ing s itu

ation . )  
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Now, ah goin '  tub [ do ]  this . Ah j is '  g ive yo ' thes e  li ' le sketches f o ' thes e 
peopl e . Yo ' may not have a chance , b ecuz truthfully speakin ' ah doubt vehy ser
iously yo ' b e  ab le tub see some of them . 

(Give me a sketch of some of them . ) 
Well , what ah say tub yuh is this . That uh , uh , uh , uh • • •  They have not give 

me pahmission tub use theah name but they are public people an ' servants .  An '  
they wil l  t el l yo ' o f  fo ' people now . Two will b e  two white women tha ' ah know . 
One is in city of  • • •  Huh name is Madame Appel [Apple] .  

(Madame Appl e . ) 
App el . A-P-P-L-E . Appe l .  But befo ' w e  g o  any fur thuh , let m e  read j is '  this 

one verse . 
(Yes do . )  
Ah will not read all of  this , b ecuz it ' s  not al l tha ' long , but this is whut 

i t  says heah • • •  "Take heed that yo ' do not yuh alms befo ' men tub be seen of ' em 
o thahwise yo ' have no rewahrd of yuh Fathah which is in heaven . Therefo ' when 
thou doest thou [ thou own] alms do not sound a trumpit  b efo ' thee as thuh hypoh
crites do in thuh Synagogue , an ' in thuh streets that they may have a glory of 
men . Vere ly ah say untuh yuh , they have theah rewahrd ,  but when thou does t ahms , 
let not thuh lef ' han ' know whut thuh right han ' doith . " This is why , now we 
t alk ' bout these people ,  we put on thuh g love . Ah don ' know whut they are do in ' . 
But ah do know • • •  

(You have a glove on your right hand . )  
Right . Ah have a glove on mah right han ' . Ah have us ed this glove almost  

thir ty-f ive yeahs . 
(There' s  a big ho le . Couple of b ig ho les • • •  ) 
Big holes in it . This comes from time aftah time ,  c ert ' in times ah have cer

t ' in works ah haf ts use ag ' ins ' ' em  an ' tub perf o ' m  thuh works . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Fo ' ins tant breakin ' thuh bone , yah know, l ike ah break thuh bone , from ah 

dawg [ dog ] that has been captah { captured ] in ordah tub take a spell offa person 
fo ' some reason or ' nothah . Then ah hafta use knife . So when holdin ' this in
s trumen ' when doin ' thuh cuttin ' , it caus e from t ime tub time ,  it ' l l weah . 
Thirty-f ive yeah a long time tub have anythin ' . Ah ' l l draw it up some . Yo ' 
can tell it o l e ,  real ole.  

(Does that glove have any special name? )  
Thuh glove itse ' f  is only a covah in ordah tub fol low thuh scriptah where it 

says , "Let not thuh lef ' han ' know whu t thuh right han ' doin ' • • •  " 
( I  s ee. ) 
So  if  ah have thuh han ' covahed , this han ' ain ' t  got no bus ' ness knowin ' whut 

this han ' is doin ' . 
( Good ! Good ! )  
Now yo ' undahs tan ' me , ah hop e . 
( I  certainly do . ) 
Yah s ee ,  Sarheed does not have t ime fo ' playin ' , becuz there are too many 

people in thuh wor l '  are playin ' wit othah peoples life an ' money . 
(That ' s  right . )  
This is no good . )  
(No . )  
Yo ' s ee if theah was not mo ' good in thuh worl ' ,  then theah was evol [ one] 

then thuh worl ' would soon go down . But Gawd has p icked it so thuh good ovah 
powah thuh evol now. Yah s ee theah are many people come tuh me an ' t ell me ah 
have been tuh, ah called huh name, this lady Appel , say ah been tub Miss Appel , 
look like theah ' s nothin ' rea ' ly come about . Ah say have yo ' been tub see Miss 
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Mary at Summahhill? Lives in Summahhil l ,  Florida . 
( Summerhill ,  Florida . What would that be near? ) 
This is neah out neah Sanford [ ? ] .  Ah ' m  from Sanford , Florida . 
(Out in Sanford . )  
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Out neah Sanford , a plac e near Summahhill in Florida . Says no , ah haven ' t  
been theah, but they have gone both of them places . Wel l ,  now fo ' awhile she 
did a great work in thuh f iel ' of  healin ' .  But choo s ee even a person b ecomes 
sometimes successful in one thing , ins tead of stayin ' there , then they b egin tub 
indulge in evahthin ' .  Yo ' s ee they ' gin tub wanna do evahthin ' .  They not abo l  
[ ab le ]  tub d o  evahthin ' .  We have a talent in mah cas e ,  ah spent mah lif e  in 
thuh f iel ' of healin ' an ' help in ' people  in troub le .  But ah had tub b e  taught 
des e thin ' s .  So yo ' s taht ovahnight ,  an ' yah do some thin ' s yo ' learnt or whut 
choo heard an ' nevah had a chance tub ·tes t  them, then yo ' will know zackly whut 
yo ' are doin ' . So , people come an ' dey go an ' dey ' re not successful so dey come 
tub Sarheed , but yo ' s ee when they come tub Sarheed , they know tha ' Sarheed does 
not have time f o ' foolishness or play .  Dey need not come . Say ah been da [ there 
to ] see Miz Appol , or Miz Mary or ah went tub Georgia tuh see Dallas MO [More ] ,  
or ah went [ to ]  thuh folk mahn ah called dis colahed [ colored ] mahn , who lives 
in Florida , his name is Jeff S ims . He got a big fahm, coupla fahms up aroun ' • • •  

theah he got thuh lahge followin ' of people . 
CUBBY Forgive me , let me inj ect something here . That ' s  the man we were sup-

posed to go down by Willards ton to s ee .  He j ust  called his name , Jeff S ims .  
(That is Jeff S ims . )  
Yah , Jeff S im .  
( Do you think w e  could s ee him? ) 
Wel l ,  ah tell yah that truthfully speakin ' yo ' might be  able tub see Jeff , 

but if yo ' go tub s ee Jef f , yo ' have tub have a offahrin ' ahmediately when yo ' 
entah his place but chah s e e ,  ah went theah , becuz thuh , thuh people dat go tub 
' im  come fo ' o thah bus ' ness es , yah s e e .  Yo ' might not evon [ even ] have time , 
evon take time , truthfully speakin ' . Ah don ' t r e ' ly have thuh time ,  but aftah 
he prepahed [ prepared ] me he kept tellin ' me , an ' • • •  

( Is he fair ly good or not ? )  
Wel l ,  only thin ' ah kin say , might b e  wit ' im ,  that only that ah , uh , [unclea� 

a long time ago , was own person ' ! affairs we don ' t like tub discuss this . We 
will discuss this is yuh l i ' le  bus ' ness heah . 

(Yes . )  
We [ did something ] becuz we had southern people comin ' in tub diff ' rent types 

of illness yah see,  thuh mos t  uh , common thing , aftah a mahn pass say f o ' ty yeah 
ole he s eem tub began tuh , isn ' t so wonderful theah . Spirit of  Gawd can travel 
through body an ' min ' . His , his nature seems tuh b e  leavin ' , yah see . I t ' s  a 
common thing wit a mahn af tah he pass es fo ' ty mahk . 

(Yes . )  
So when yah have this kinda thing yo ' don ' t know whut tub do . So dey sneak 

an' dey s en '  f o ' Sarheed say when thuh doctor says tuh me • • •  Yo ' know ah don ' t 
go no f ifty dollah , two dollah . Ah go fo ' two , three hunderd dollah .  Depends 
on whut choo wanna do . Mahn got a bad cas e of natuah [nature ] he seems not tub 
be ab le tub get an erection . How old is he , is he fo ' ty-five? Is he fifty-f ive 
or is he s ixty? Does he have h igh-blood presshah? Does he have sugah diabet es ?  
If  he d o  no t have high-blood presshah , sugah d iabetes , ah give him s ecrets of  
how he can do  tub restoah ' is mahnliness .  So  this why ah sell  ' im  thuh big bot
t le of oil . Yah see ,  ah pay , fo ' a bot tle like this , ah pay 3 hunderd an ' 99  
dollah an ' one c ent . When ah s el l  him big bottle l ike thuh same s iz e  bottle f o ' 
special healin ' purposes , ah chahge him f ive hunderd an ' 79 do llah an ' thirteen 
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cents . Becuz yo ' will make lots of money if yo ' can do thuh wo ' k .  Plus ah t el l  
' im some othah thin ' s tuh do tuh accomplish his obj ectives bot t le wit 
' im,  yo ' know? Then if they come tuh me person ' ly ,  then ah tell them somepin 
tuh do ; an ' we don ' t chahge ' em  tha ' much , ' cuz they are ill .  Yah s ee wha '  ah 
say tuh yo ' ?  Becuz they are ill . 

( I  s ee . ) 
An ' right heah , if ah may say this , ah have b een re ' lly thinkin ' about , yo ' 

talk about yuh eyes , yah s ee? If  ah had not been suc cessful wit a mahn that had 
terrible cas e of ulcers . Terrible case of ulcers . He p lanned tuh go tuh thuh 
hospit ' 1 .  Take this big operat ion . Ah tole ' im,  ah say ,  "Ah ' 11 f ix yo ' somepin ." 
Ah say , "Yo ' know it ' s  ag ' ins t de law tuh f ix medicine but ah fix it sometime on 
cer t ' in cas es . "  Ah say ,  "Here whut ah will do . If yo ' will try this whut ah f ix  
fo ' yah thuh allotted t ime ah ask yah tuh try it , " ah say , "  aftah thuh third day 
yo ' ll fin '  great r elief . "  Ah say ,  "When yo ' try thuh allo tted numbah of days , 
an ' if yo ' still think yo ' have tuh go  tuh thuh hospit ' l , "  ah say , "ah will  pay 
yuh hospit ' 1 bil l . " This wus a white mahn . He is thuh bus ' ness managah of 
Union 000 , the AF of L CIO in Somewher e ,  Florida . In thuh yeah 196 2 . He tried 
thuh remedy that ah gave ' im .  Ah f ix ed a l i '  l e  small bot ' l e  o f  medicine fo ' ' im .  
Ah imagine ,  ah would say i t  would b e  about this content o f  this s i z e  bot ' le .  An '  
only tha ' he would staht us in ' one drop , an ' each day would increase one mo ' drop , 
fo ' a cert ' in numbah o f  days . When yah get tuh drop nine , yah wouldn ' t  use t en 
drops , yah would s taht wheah yah s topped , there ' s  nine an ' yuh come back down : 
eight , seven , six ,  five, fo ' ,  three , two , one . An ' thuh work was done . 

(That bot t le is about the s ize  of the other bottle , about a two-ounce bo t t le , 
would you say ? )  

This i s  p rox , approximently [ approximately ]  a two-ounce bottle . But what 
come in heah [ this bottle]  d ey call Heahts [Hearts ] Co logne . This somepin yo ' 
kin buy in thuh drug s to ' mos ' anywhah . 

( I  s ee . )  
I t  is a good , about thuh b es '  puah o i l  yah kin buy in thuh wes t ern worl ' .  
(Wait now ! Wait , you went up and then you came down . Is there any r eason 

for that? )  
Yes . Theah is two reasons fo ' it . One of thuh main reasons is , is becuz yo ' 

know, illness , thuh mos ' t ime ya ' b elieve thuh doctah will tell yah thuh mos '  
illness staht heah , up in thuh , thuh haid [ head ] s ee? Then , if yah have some • • •  

ins ide , an '  intahn ' lly [ internally ] somepin tha ' is bothahin ' yo ' ,  it is neces
sary then fo ' yo ' tuh go up , an ' then in ordah tuh git this away from thuh body , 
whut choo wanna do is have a bowel movement , excrement . An '  it comes down an ' 
out . 

(Out ? Where does it go , out of the bowels , you mean ? )  
This , this i s  whut happuned ,  this p ahticlah incudent , b ecuz this mahn has 

t errible cas e of ulcer s . 
( I  see .  I s ee .  Oh  yes . )  
An '  uh , s ince tha ' t ime he has had , ah had mah own uh couz in . He come tuh me , 

he said , "Ah heard about some thuh things yah d id about this healin ' . "  said , " ah 
don ' believe in tha ' kinda s tuff mahn . "  He says , "Tell me what do yuh do ? "  Ah 
said , '�ell , in some cases ah go tuh a tree an ' cut a c ert ' in numbah of bahks 
[ p ieces of bark] off of it , an ' us e it . "  

( Certain number o f  bark? ) 
Bahk . Lak ah go tuh a gum tree , ah ' ll git so many slices off  that tree ; 

this ' d  b e  a paht of thuh bahk . Well now ,  ah may boil this an ' make a tea . Then 
ah may j is '  t ake it an ' wrap it in a c ert ' in type of cloth . An '  may bur ' it in 
a cert ' in p lac e -in ordah tuh obtain a cert ' in obj ective in thuh f iel ' of healin ' . 
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Like yo ' heah of people tha ' have these asmy [ asthma ]  at tacks , wel l ah f ix a 
SEAL . Yo ' undahs tan ' ,  a SEAL is somepin lak [ like ] this . 

(Now wait . He ' s  showing us • • •  ) 
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Ah showin ' yo ' a SEAL. This is a MASTAH [MASTER ] SEAL. This means tha ' , as 
long [ as this ] seaL ,  ah have thuh message in heah , well ah say now , uh , twen ' y
two , ah about twen ' ty-two yeah o le when ah get ' em  an ' ah had ' em  s ince then an ' 
this thuh mos ' impo ' tan ' paht about it . S t ephney Roberts , wha ' yo ' cal l  Doctah 
Buzzahd , is thuh one tha ' gave me thuh see [ s ight ]  of how tuh make this thin ' . 
This is no t thuh same c loth is been on all these yeahs . Evah so often thuh clo th 
wil l weah out , but thuh message within is thuh same mes sage . Now , ah can explain 
tub yah becuz it ' s  mah own person ' ! thing . With this pahticilah seaL , any mahn 
that ' d  weah this , or any woman who ' l l weah this , they do not have tuh worry about 
whut their daily bread wil l  be . They do not have tub worry wheah they gonna s leep 
outdoah , or if they should travel . Tha ' they would be  successful whethah they 
hitchhikin ' or on yuh own convenience .  Yo ' s ee? In o thah words , yo ' have a seat 
tha ' thuh whole wor l '  is yours tuh us e as yo ' s ee fit . But ah have been advised 
tub us e thes e things spar in ' ly an ' wisely . 

(May we see that s eal again and we will des crib e  it to  the microphone. )  
Yes . 
(This seal is on a chain . )  
On a chain . 
( It ' s  on a mesh chain . ) 
Um hm . 
(And how large would you say that s eal is here? ) 
Well , the s eal in heah • • •  
CUBBY Half inch in diamet er . 
About halfa inch in diametah . Yeah , about a inch in, uh , wel l ,  that ' s  about 

a inch an ' a ha ' f  thuh way it go , yah see? It ' s  not so vehy • • •  
(Now , is that outs ide ;  it reddish , is that red? ) 
That is red . I t  mixed co lah , if yah not ice , it ' s  black , an ' red , an ' look 

like a l i ' le gray maybe on dis pahtic lah p iece of cloth . 
(Now, there ' s  s omething wrapped up in ther e . ) 
Theah is a message  in heah . 
(Well now y ou say message . Is  that written on a piece of paper? )  
It  writ t en o n  a p iece of papah . What w e  cal l pa ' chmen ' papah . 
(Parchment paper . ) 
Pa ' chmen' papah is a special papah tha ' was used in anci ent t ime by de oracal 

[ oracle ] . Do yo ' undahs tan ' ?  Oracal was de people that uh , would tell - Oracal 
tole yo ' de truth . [ Beware of  something . ]  

(That ' s  right . )  
Yo ' follah this? )  
(Yes . )  
So  now , when ah was given thuh s eal;  this is whut we call thuh same kinda thin ' 

tha ' uh , Jacob , supposed tub have done it tuh his son . Suppose , in olden t ime 
thuh fathah used tub b less his son , thuh oldes ' s on . 

( Oh yes . )  
An '  give ' em this special bles s in ' . Well , dis is mah special b less in ' . This 

is thin ' dat cuz [ cause ]  me nevah tub f eah travelin ' ovah deep watah , or ridin ' 
on f as ' planes , or trains , but ah don ' like tuh ride fas t  in automobiles . Yah 
see,  becuz ah believe , an '  ah hope yah believe wit me tha ' yo ' kin hurry yo ' s elf 
away from this worl ' . 

( I  do . )  
People can , yo ' know ,  die ' fo ' [ before ]  yore t ime , cuz ah been in two acci-
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dent s , one of them was vehy s erious , but ah was not hurt bad . Second t ime .  
CUBBY Excuse me , Prophet Sarheed , do that have any pahticlah reason f o ' b eing 

dat shap e ,  it ' s  shaped like , like a sugah bag . Yo ' know how a sugah bag looks ? 
Yes . Yo ' asked a vehy good ques tion. Let me see now when ah turn it aroun ' . 

Let me s ee an ' show yah somepin .  Ah take it off . 
(He ' s taking i t  off  over his head now . ) 
Ah am takin ' it off . Ah only take it off  on a case like this , this wheah yo ' 

have a c losed inspection , yo ' s ee? An ' of co ' se [ course]  theah ' s  no r eason why 
yo ' can ' t f eel it . I t ' s  a little damp now , yah see ,  from perspiration . 

( I  s ee . )  
Yah s ee that? An ' uh , evah so offen ,  mabah [mayb e ]  about another six or 

seven month , thuh c loth will weah off . But chah s ee ,  ah will g it anothah p iece . 
I t  may not b e  zackly thuh same , it ' ll be  thuh same thing . I t  will b e  b lack, be  
some red ,  an ' it ' ll  be some white ,  an' grey should be ,  see . Somet ime yuh have 
troub le findin ' this pahticlah type of cloth . But each of this ,  yah see ,  thuh 
red paht  of it is a symbol of freedom . It  repres ents thuh sun in ouah [ our ] 
universe .  Thuh othah two colahs , thuh black an ' thuh white is a d es cription of  
mah orig ' nal gahment . Thuh b lack body an '  de puah [ pure ] heart an ' mahnd [mind ] . 
S o  yah see whut ah ' m  sayin ' tub yuh? 

[ HYATT AND CUBBY IN UNISON ] Yes . 
Do yo ' undahs tan ' me cleahly? 
(Oh yes . )  
Tha ' thes e c loths which have a symbol  a lso , but thuh main thing about it is 

thuh freedom paht [ part ] .  An ' then yo ' remembah yuh orig ' nal beginnin ' an ' then 
how yo ' did b egin ,  b ecuz yo ' know when yo ' were small yuh didn ' t  have no hat e .  
Yo ' all had nuthin but lov e .  

(Had n o  f ear . ) 
Had no f eah . Yo ' s ee whut ah ' m  sayin ' , f o ' thuh pureness of it?  Well in this 

ah have no feah of whutevah ah decide tub do , ah wil l accomplish mah obj ective . 
Ah wi ll do it without f eah b ecuz ah know it wil l  b e  successfu l .  

(Now you are putting that [ s eal ] over your head . ) 
Ah put it back on always . 
(And why do you put it inside then? ) 
Ah put it ins ide b ecuz it ' s  close tuh mah body . It ' s  c los e tuh mah body . 
(Oh , I see . )  
An '  mah body ' s  always magnet ic . 
( I  s ee . )  
Magnet ic . Ah don '  care how many peop l e  come aroun ' • • • 
( In o ther words , you ' re not hiding it , you are put ting it there because • • •  ) 
Becuz it ' s  c losah tuh mah body , yah see .  It ' s  not a mattah of  people say yah 

can ' t touch it . Yah kin touch it all yuh want , it doesn ' t do any habm [ harm ]  tuh 
me . But whu ' happun wit thes e pahticulah thing is , thuh secret about tha ' has 
long b een tole tha ' they have thuh l i ' le thing wrapped up fo ' an instant . Yah 
s ee ,  Sarheed , ah am Warkiee Sarheed . Ah am a healah an ' a mir ' cal workah . Ah 
work mir ' cals when ah wan ' tub work ' em fo ' o thah people .  Ah work mir 1 cals fo ' 
mahself . Now, yah take off yuh glove becuz we ahlready mentioned thuh names o f  
thuh peopl e  we have in min ' [mind ] tub talk about . But w e  d i d  n o t  want tub hurt 
in callin ' theah names s ince ah might be sayin ' somepin might be wrong . So ah 
don ' t have this han '  tub ' flict [ inflict ] somep in bad on dis one . Now yo ' see , 
ah ' ll show yo ' anothah somep in heah . Yuh see,  ah believe in tuh work . Ah know 
thin ' s  will work fo ' me or ag ' ins t me , whethah ah believe or don ' believe . Now, 
we have beah, we have three types of herb . 

(Now, what do you call this , this is a little bag about • • •  ) 
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This is whut they call , commonly call - this is whut choo call yah han ' .  
(This is a hand. ) 
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This is whut yo ' call a han ' . Now whut this han '  is heah fo ' ,  this han ' is 
tuh keep who may seek secretly tuh defeat  me . Yo '  s ee in this work if yo ' become 
well-known an ' successful , an ' do thuh things that yo ' say othah so-called doa
tahs - let me speak about thuh mitt-man. They know a l i ' le ,  few things . Well , 
then they ' ll go tuh o thah [ hoodoo ? ]  people tuh try tub have them hurt choo , See , 
they can ' t  put no spell on me . 

( I  see . )  
See , as long as ah carry this , they can ' t put no spell on me . They can ' t  take 

mah [ foo t ]  track an ' do anythin ' wit me ; if they do , they ' ll git confused . See ,  
if this huppun [ happen ] tuh come in mah pocket an ' ah goin ' some place that ' s  not 
r ight , well this thing ' ll go tuh movin ' aroun ' so that  i t  touch me , yah see . 

( I t  warns you in a way , ) 
Yeah it  tells me ah ' m  in dangerous terr ' tohy [ territory ] so ah be  cahshus 

[ caut ious ] how ah walk . Ah don ' t  j is '  walk all aroun ' evahwheah , yah see . Do 
yah undahstan ' whut ah ' m  say in ' tuh yuh? 

( I  see . )  
So now, ah had tuh test this tuh f in '  out , but ah walked ovah • • •  ah think ah 

have somepin heah now ah kin show yuh whut ah dug up . Yo ' don '  mind • • •  Yes , ah 
think , yes ah have somepin heah now ah might show yuh . 

CUBBY Uh , j us t  on that last thing he j us t  showed us , a brief description . 
I t ' s ,  it ' s  odd . It  looks l ike uh , a baby sock . I t  puts yah • • •  

( I t  looked l ike a little sack , like a little sack , j us t  l ike a lit t le baby 
sock , like a litt le bag of • • • •  What color was that bag? Was it p ink or red ? )  

CUBBY P ink . 
PROPHET Which one was this?  
(That hand. ) 
CUBBY Your �ing hand. 
Yes . Warnin ' me of dangerous terr ' tohy . This is thuh kinda , wel l , it didn ' t  

make much diffrunce about dis colah . I t  kinda • • •  

(Well , now could you make one l ike that  for somebody else ? )  
That don ' t mean • • •  yo ' could . Ah tell yo ' three o f  thuh thin ' s  in i t ,  thuh 

thir ' , [ I  mean ] thuh fo ' th ah wouldn ' t  describe right now , cuz ah would put it  
i n  secritly [ s ecretly ] so tha ' choo would have thuh powah , b ecuz yah see , if  ah , 
if yah knew all tha ' was in yer life tuh come , then yo ' d  may be frighten . 

( I  know . ) 
[We now s t art  into a sec t ion about �oots . ] 
Ah may b e  fr ightened , so whut ah do , ah tell yo ' in heah , ah have duh mal e 

Adam ,  a herb . 
(The male Adam? ) 
Herb . Adam an ' Eve herb is a male an ' a female . Now , theah are many people 

tha '  don ' know thuh diffrunce between thuh two , yo ' see , an ' if yah have males 
heah , it no good tub yah . Yo ' go t tuh have this union [of sexes ] .  Yo ' have 
thuh male an ' thuh female .  

[ For  Adam and Eve , sometimes mistakenly Eve and Adam , see Nos . l0609-10630 , 
v . 5 ,  and many places in HOODOO. ] 

(Can you tell them apart ? )  
Dat only if yo ' know herbs . Yah got tub know herbs . Yo ' know anyone [ ever

one ] cannot tell ' em , but af tah ah , well , show yah , then yuh would know it , too . 
( I  see . )  
Now , ah also have whut they cal l ,  this herb , they call thuh han '  �oot. Han ' 

tha ' shaped zackly like a person wit foah f ingahs , l ike a han ' , only thing it  has 
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foah fingahs . This pahticlah herb has foah f ingahs . Yah see? Then there ' s  one 
they call Conkerin ' John , no t High John thuh Conkah. High John thuh Conkah is 
s ' pose [ supposed ] tuh be thuh mas tah of  all thuh o thah herbs . 

So this is , uh , John , yah know we cal l him Lil ' John [ Little John ] . Some 
people call him • • •  

[Mr . Cubby lifts up two fingers . ] 
(Two minutes ? Little John? All right . )  
CUBBY Two minutes . 
Call ' im Lil ' John , Cu 'in '  [ Curing ] John . Some people do cal l  ' im Cuin ' 

[ Curing ] John. But yah see ,  ah don ' , ah put ' im here . Yah see? An ' ah have 
thuh othah paht , Devil Shoes tring . This is a masser [mahs tah or mas ter ]  herb ; 
this is thuh herb tha ' ev ' ry human b ean [ b eing ] tha ' does a lotta travelin ' 
should carry wit ' em . He should carry a p iece in his pocket i f  goin ' tuh go 
huntin ' , in ordah that a snake will not b ite yuh . Yah see? Yo ' remembah a lat
ta people go ' roun ' s t eppin ' on snakes an ' nevah git bitten ,  but they have thuh 
secret . If they have thuh , uh , they have thuh Devil ' s  Shoestring , they don ' have 
tuh worry ' bout snake bitin '  ' im .  No snake goin ' bite ' im ,  yah see . 

( I  see . I s ee . ) 
CUBBY We goin ' close out now . 
(We ' re going to close  out now . Now ,  r emember this , that • • • • The prophet here , 

the dOctor , has g iven you [Mr .  Cubby] that lett er , and we must have that done as 
quickly as possible . Why no t do that tomorrow? Go down and have a copy made of  
the outside and of  the two pages ins ide , you see?  We bet ter have two copies , an 
extra copy made , you know what I mean? They should be on Xerox , that ' s  the bes t 
place . You f ind out what  they use down there . And another thing is , I think we 
ought to , later on , ask the , when you return it , or we ' ll keep it . I ' l l tell 
you , if we keep i t , and if you [ the Prophet ] don ' t obj ect , could I turn that in 
to the Library of  Congress ? )  

Yo ' re welcome to , perfeckly . 
[ I  remember nothing about this letter . Did we keep i t ?  Send it to Washing

ton? Do I s t il l  have it?  This is not the let t er among the Illustrations in 
volume 3 . ] 

CUBBY Now today is the • • •  

(This actually is • • •  ) 
CUBBY The third side . 
(No , we d id three s ides for him . The last  you know , the last t ime . ) 
CUBBY Yeah ,  but - on the 24th , this is the third one on the 24th . 
(Oh, this is  the third one? ) 
CUBBY Yes . 
(Have we done two sides here? ) 
CUBBY Oh yes . 
(Oh, we have? ) 
CUBBY This is the third s ide . 
(This is the third sid e  for the day , for the 24th . Al l right go ahead . )  
Well at f irs ' yo ' ask me a ques t ion an ' then befo ' ah answah this quest ion 

ah like to say somepin tuh yuh person ' ly Mis tah Hyatt . 
(All right . )  
What ah suppose tuh tel l yo ' a f ew moments ago about thuh eyes . An ' uh , ah 

hear yo ' speak about operation . Well ,  ah hope befo ' yo ' go this t ime that ah 
have chance tuh talk wit yo ' person ' ly an ' privatly about this . J is ' today . On 
June thuh 24th . Becuz we do not know def ' nit ' ly when we may see yuh ag ' in .  

(Um hum . I see . )  
Now, yo ' speakin ' ' bout thuh tribal uniform . Thuh tribal uniform tha ' thuh 
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tribal Shibar weah . Thuh gahment fo ' thuh men an ' some of  thuh women are of  a • • •  
( I s  this a black tribe? ) 
Yes . 
I t  is my fathah ' s  tribe which is considahed mine . 
Yo ' s ee my fathah as ah to le yo ' befo ' is bo ' n  [ born] in Africa . Mah mothah 

bo ' n  in Sou ' Ca ' lina . 
S tephany Roberts fathah , yo ' see,  an ' mah mothah ' s  mothah were sis tah an ' 

brothah . [This makes Prophet and DoatoP Buzzard f irst cousins ! ]  
Wha ' ah tell yo ' ' bout thuh tribal dress , we weah a robe wit thuh undahpan ' s .  

Thuh basic gahment is o f  a b lack an ' it has a wide white l ine . [ Someone knocks 
at the door . ] Yes ? 

CUBBY [ handing cassette recorder to the Prophet goes to the door . ] Someone 
wants to see you [ prophet ] out s ide . 

PROPHET Pleas e ,  will yo ' [ either to me or to Charles who was there earlier 
(p . l61 o f  transcr ipt)  hol '  [ hold ] this [ Recorder ] j is '  a minut e .  [To Cubby ] 
See if it ' s  important will yo ' pleas e .  

CUBBY Yes . 
PROPHET [ To Hyat t or Charles ] Cut this [ recorder ] off  fo ' a moment will yo ' 

please? 
CUBBY [ To Prophet ] Did you want us tub leave now? 
[Now remember , the recorder is supposed to have been stopped , yet we now hear : ]  
PROPHET No , ah ' d  [ I  would ] appreciate yo ' stay ; this would be  a great  experi-

ence fo ' Mis tah Hyatt . 
[Mr . Cubby on returning from the door evident ly closes out our first cassette 

and begins another one , the third side of  the interview . That is how the tape 
starts again . ] 

PROPHET [ Surely to us because my r ecorder would not have p icked up voices at 
the door . ]  Ah would like yuh tub say yo ' ve [ you have ] nevah b een heah . [Pre
sumably we are not to reveal we have been present while a doatoP privately exam
ines a pat ient . Prophet now talks to man , having brought him into room . ] 

How are yo ' feelin ' ? 
Fine . 
Yes , uh , yo ' j is ' wanna see me a minute? Please . Jis ' any t ime .  Excuse me . 

Step right in here ,  if yo ' don ' min ' . 
HYATT (Oh , here you are .  How are you? ) 
MAN I thought I ' d  f in '  him fo ' yo ' see • • •  
(Did you know anybody • • •  p eople came ? ) 
MAN Well I ' ve seen them b efo ' , us ' ly he had j is '  Like if there was 

somepin wrong wit yo ' ,  yo ' have to see ' im . 
( Oh ,  I see . ) 
[ Conversation cut • • •  ] 
Yo '  know doctah all thin ' s - Gawd is , sit [ said to patient ] right in this 

chair right heah please . Sit  right theah . Yo ' see in all thin ' s  Gawd is a good 
Gawd an ' wha ' we do heah we f ix so tha ' yo ' [ pat ient ] see me tuhmahrah mawnin ' 
at 8 o ' c lock .  Yo ' gonna be all right . Ah don ' have no worry ' bout whatevah 
else b e .  Yo ' j is '  go on an ' when yo ' git  home j is '  put yuh han ' in a li ' l e col ' 
vatah , an ' while yo ' do tha ' ah ' ll do  somepin heah . An ' ah believe yo ' will be 
all r ight but ah s t ill would like fo ' yo ' tub see me at  8 o ' clock tuhmahrah 
mawnin ' , 8 o ' c lock tuhmahrah mawnin ' .  

[Another man in the conversat ion now , s ignif ied by number 2 . ] 
Yes [ says a s econd patient or s omeone who came with f irst pat ient ] .  
PROPHET = SARHEED How d id yo ' know tha ' Sarheed was here? How d id yo ' find 

out tha ' ah was here ?  
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PATIENT 2 I had one of  yore cards . 
Yo ' have one o '  mah cahds . Ah s e e .  An ' so yo ' have prob ' ly s een o thah 

p eopl e [doators ] an ' wha ' d id dey do fo ' yuh, anythin ' ?  Whut ah tole thuh lady 
tuh t ell yo ' some time ago , d id it help yo ' any? [ Is this an inconsis tency? ] 

PATIENT 2 Yeah . 
Ah j is '  want ed tuh know . Ah 'm so glad tuh heah this . This is a wonderful 

thin ' . An ' Gawd b less yuh . 
PATIENT 2 Ah will be back tuhmahrah mawnin ' .  
Okay . Ah will be heah . An ' then we will go intuh d etail an ' we gonna cleah 

up this cond ition fo ' evah an ' evah . Becuz we will take yo ' tuh thuh rivah an ' 
it will take it on away . An '  Abadula [ his "mag ic " words again] will help me tuh 
make yuh body healthy an ' wel l ag ' in . So don ' worry about it , Sarheed will help 
yo ' .  Tuhmahrah mawnin ' at  8 o ' clock ah will see yo ' heah . 

PATIENT 2 I trust in yo ' . 
Thank Gawd fo ' yo ' . Mmmm. Uh , ah t ell yo ' thuh truth s e e ,  uh , ah am sorry 

we have li ' le interruption . But when a person is ill if yo ' r emembah Our Lawd 
an ' Saviour Jesus Chris t ,  He nevah did passed up a person tha ' was ill , did he? 

(That ' s  r ight , that ' s  right . ) 
He did somethin ' fo ' all o ' them if He could . 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
Ah don ' even ask ' em ' bout whethah yo ' have money , We don ' care whethah yo ' 

have money . Gawd has bles s ed me wit this . Gawd has b lessed me wit this b ecuz 
ah do whut ah say othahs claim tuh do . 

(Just  one moment • . •  ) 
CUBBY Ah don ' think they missed all of it . 
(Not all of  it ? )  
CUBBY Oh . 
( I  don ' t  think al l of it . )  
Try it . [ Prophet? ] 
(Let ' s  s ee ,  before the seal we mis s ed something right there . We ' l l have to 

go back . ) 
CUBBY The formula . 
(Yes , let ' s  have the formula . )  
PROPHET Oh yes • • •  
(Well he l ef t  and you kis s ed the s eal before you gave me the formula . ) 
Wha ' ah was go in '  tuh do fo ' this mahn , then ah said his condit ion has come 

from a pers ' nal intahco ' se .  
(Oh yes , uh huh . ) 
P ers ' nal intahco ' se wit woman . An ' he ' s  b een arossed up phys ic ' ly an ' ment ' 

ly .  Ah says tha ' then ah was goin ' tuh f ix somepin . Aftah he take bath . Ah 
will get a hen egg . Ah will get a small paht  of a piece of livah from a live 
chicken . Ah ' ll go f in '  a live chicken some plac e ,  ah ' ll cut thuh back o '  thuh 
[ l ive? ] chicken open .  Ah will take out thuh l ivah , a paht of it ah will us e 
thuh clear paht . Ah will boil it a cer t ' in length o '  t ime .  E ithah heah or a t  
thuh othah plac e . Which plac e ,  ah tell ' im tuh see me - ah may go tuh o thah 
place . Ah may require d if ' runt containah tuh bo il in theah . 

' Cuz how much diff icult ? s tay . ? clean up , it ' s  no t importan ' .  So 
wha ' ah do  theah , about thuh time when thuh sun is goin ' down . Ah will be 
standin ' at thuh bank o '  thuh bay [ Tampa Bay] wit this in a glass containah . 
An ' ah will throw it like this [ demons trates ] ovah mah lef ' shouldah , ah will 
throw this bot ' le as far as  ah can [ d emonstrates ] . 

(Just like that . )  
Ah make wish tha ' thuh cond it ion be cleart up . Ah don ' have tub worry , ah 
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know it will be cleaned up . I t  is  heah tha ' ah have tuh kiss mah s eal , b ecuz 
ah have tol ' maj ah [maj or ] secret an ' truth tuhgethah . [ KISS - KISS - KISS . ]  

(And you kiss  it [ seal ]  three t imes ? )  
Now we always d o  this i f  b e  necessary tuh g o  into any pers ' nal thin ' o '  de

scribe how cert ' in thin ' will be done . But ah wan ' yo ' tuh please undahstan ' me 
cleahly , tha ' thah ' s always one ingred ient we have tuh l eave out on describ in '  a 
fo ' mula . [This , as far as I remember is my f irst encounter with such a rule . ] 
Ah cannot tell yo ' exac ' ly everythin ' ah use .  But if we were here when this b e  
worked , yo ' would s e e  what a h  would b e  do in ' . But yo ' would not know the name 
of these diffrunt thin ' s tha ' ah b e  workin ' wit . This is impo ' tan ' becuz as yo ' 
know thuh great cavelet tes [ ? ] . They could not write these secret s out . They 
had tuh pass ' em from eah tuh eah by word o ' mouth . An ' so when ah make oath 
' bout thuh work , ah keep this oath . Ah keep this oath . 

(You make an oath to someone that you will no t reveal the secrets ? ) 
Cert ' in secret s . 
( I  see . And who do you say these great , what were these great what ? ) 
Great Sarheed o '  Great Abadulah . 
Abadula is de livin ' Gawd . Tha ' ah know person ' ly .  
( I  see .  Um hum . Now was there something else we had missed or not? ) 
CUBBY The formula an ' the kiss in '  o '  the • • •  

(We have that . )  [Kissing of the sea l . ] 
CUBBY An '  about the dishrag . 
PROPHET Ah was t ellin ' him how tha ' some people be arossed up in the ? 

yo ' see ? They have woman get thuh d ishrag an ' they wipe thuh ? Or mahn do 
thuh same thin ' tuh woman . [We have many many of these dishrag rites in HOODOO . ] 
This bequeaths theah natuah [nature ] an ' then so long thuh way she sleep wit this , 
mayb e undah thuh side o '  this b ed , heah . An ' aftah while mahn have sluggedness 
[ sluggishness ] .  He will want tuh lay [ stay ] aroun ' her . He will wan ' ? tuh go 
away [ he will not want to go away ] . He only wan ' tuh deal wit j is '  one person . 
This person who have perfo ' med this pecul ' ah kin ' of  act . So tha ' s al l tuh tha ' . 
It ' s  j is '  a dangahous thin ' in thuh f iel ' , ah don ' use this at all . Ah do no t 
try tuh hurt anybody in thuh natuah [nature ] depahtmen ' prob lem , ain ' t verah 
wis e .  But ah help evahone tuh come befo ' me tuh some degree . 

THA ' IS THUH REASON AH BELIEVE SO SINCERELY THA ' AH COULD HELP YO ' WIT YUH 
EYES. BECUZ AH WILL FIX 'EM THA ' YO ' WILL ANOINT YUH EYES - READ A CERT 'IN 
VERSE FO ' SEVEN TIMES. AN '  AH DEF 'NITLY BELIEVE1 ALTHOUGH AH COULD NOT MAKE IT 
OVAHNIGHT. IT TAKE SOME TIME WITH THESE THIN 'S BECUZ IT TAKE1 AH HA VE  TUH FAST 
AT LEAS ' TWO DAY BEFO ' AH COULD STAHT ON IT. AN ' THEN YO ' USE THIS. AN '  THEN 
AH AM POS 'TIVE1 AH HA VE  NO DOUBT WHATSOEVAH THA ' AFTAH YO ' HA VE FOUND THA ' YUH 
VISION WOULD BE CLEAH THAN THEAH 'S BEEN A LONG TIME. THEN IT WON ' T  BE NECESSARY 
TTJH GO THRU THIS OPERATION. 

(I SEE. ) 
THIS OPERATION 'S ALWAYS BAD. ESPECIALLY AT A CERTAIN AGE YO ' SEE? AH WISH 

YO ' COULD TRY TUB A VOID IT. IN FAC '1 AH1 AH WOULD UH1 AH RE 'LY WOULD FIX THIS 
FO ' YO ' IF YO ' WOULD BE SO KIN ' IN JIS ' TUB PAY FO ' TWO 0 ' THUGH INGREDIENT AH 
WOULD USE. IT DOESN 'T COS ' VEHY MUCH. AN ' THEN1 AFTAH YO ' SEE RESU 'T� THEN 
AH WOULD APPRECIATE A REAL GOOD OFFAHIN ' .  YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' ?  

(I UNDERSTAND. ) 

Ther e ,  now he [ patient ] want tuh say somethin ' tuh yo ' • • •  [ paus e  in conver
sat ion ! ] 

(Uh , I was , we backed away . I d idn ' t want to b e ,  s tart any commo t ion of that 
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kind . ) 
Yes , true,  But sometime it  happun yo ' see this mahn came in ill ,  yo ' would 

? to some t ime ? 
(Oh that ' s , I
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_
t __ t. hat was a great opportunity [ to meet hoodoo doctor and 

patient ] . That ' s  the f irst t ime I ever saw it done . )  
Ah imagine yo ' see thuh same mahn ' bout an hour an ' a half from now , yo ' will 

see a great diffrunce in his attitude an ' his change ,  b ecuz ah j is ' worked a 
great work right befo ' yuh eyes , whethah yo ' know it o '  no t ! ! !  It ' d  be s imple 
[ the eye operat ion I suppose ! ] . 

(Yes , I see . ) [And I did see ! ] 
But ah knew wha ' ah was doin ' . Ah undahstan ' .  Ah felt thuh condit ion ahmedi

at ely . Ah seen tha '  he was CPossed up in his min ' an ' in his body . Phys ' ca ' ly 
an ' ment ' ly .  An '  we knows wha ' tub do tub straight en it out . It ' s no b ig thin ' 
o ' hurry . But it ' s  a ,  it ' s  a maj ah s t ep in , ah call it , human relation , when yo ' 
can resto ' a mahn ' s  health without spendin '  lot  o '  money fo ' thuh doctah b ill . 

Now when thuh man is able tub work ag ' in he ' ll g ive me a big donation . Yo ' 
see? 

( I see . ) 
Ah won ' ask fo ' it [ his fee ]  he ' ll come back . 
(What did you do • • •  ? )  [What do I mean ! ] 
Yo ' be su ' prise . Somet ime ah come heah , ask me tub stay a week , an ' ah come 

heah an ' theah ' s  money all undah thuh do ' .  An '  then Gawd wil l thank me . Yo '  
see? This is thuh thin ' tha ' makes me keep on goin ' at 61 . Ah won ' stop . But 
ah am lookin ' fo ' a young mahn tha ' has thuh r ight [ att itude? ] .  Thuh r ight out
look on life  tub impaht wit him some o '  thuh s ecrets tha ' ah have learnt in 47 
yeahs in thuh work. [ This sentiment or bait is surely thrown in Mr . Cubby ' s  
direction ! ]  

Yo ' see? Becuz wit ' out this many people would be in worsah shape than they 
are tuhday . This is tub me l ike yuh book is tub yuh . I t  is somep in tha ' will 
he ' p people along through thuh yeahs . 

(That ' s  right ! That ' s  right ! )  
Will he ' p  them on through thuh yeahs . When they look intuh whut had happun , 

how it happun , they will s ee tha ' ther ' ah [ ther e are]  stil l men tha ' have thut 
same touch tha ' Jesus had tub resto ' health tub thuh ill , fo ' thuh earthly thin ' , 
plus it give ' em a sp irit o f  Gawdliness . This is important too . We nevah fo ' get 
tha ' Gawd is thuh Mas tah . An ' we j is '  thuh ins trumen ' thru which he work , yo ' 
know. 

(Did you ever - before I forget it - d id you ever have any contact with a 
white ,  a white root doctor of any kind ? )  

Yes . 
(We know about Harris of  cour s e ,  up in uh • • •  ) 
Yes . Yes . 
(Was it  near - Florenc e? • •  ) 
Tha ' s  right , Sou ' Ca ' lina . Well now theah was a ole mahn name Turnah Eas tmahn . 

Co ' se he passed in 1948 . He was in a li ' l e  place called Sniff iel ' ,  Naw ' Ca ' l ina . 
He was a mahn tha ' was fahly good in thuh work . Ah mean tha ' in this pahticulah 
paht . [ PROPHET now speaks to someone who has either entered or pas sing by . This 
man will be deno ted by #3 . ]  Did yo ' want tuh speak tub someone? 

N0 . 3  No , no . 
CUBBY We give him some ad dres ses f rom Mr . Henry or somebody else���? ____ __ 
Oh ! Ah see , ah see . Wond erful ! Wonderful ! So wha '  happun theah uh , we tried 

h�. Ah heard ' bout tha ' he could f ix it so tha ' a person could go in thuh wood 
[or woods ] an ' make wha ' they call moonshine . An ' Mr . Turnah Eas tmahn , he spe-
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cialize in keep in '  thuh poleeces away from his s t ill . So ab wondah how could 
this be done . So ah went tub him an ' ab talked wit him an ' he tol ' me tba ' ah 
could g ive yo ' this secret fo ' $ 68 . 13 .  So  ah bought thuh secret . Then mahself 
t ried it . We foun '  thuh man knew zackly wha ' he was talkin ' about , becuz ah went 
right away an ' made a hunderd dollah tha ' same aftahnoon by go in ' tub a mahn tha ' 
was runnin ' whiskey still . He had b een raided abou ' two weeks befo ' , so ah tole 
him ah would do somepin in thuh woods aroun ' his s till , tha ' thuh poleece would 
not bo thah him fo ' 35 days . An ' only 35 days he would be  able tub regain his 
los ' by havin ' f irs ' s t ill cut up , yo ' know? So he was one o '  thut greates t one 
ab evah went tub about anythin ' . This is thuh only thin ' ah ask about , thuh form
ula f o '  this particulah secret . 

( I  s ee .  I see . ) 
An '  it thuh magic ,  it ' s  a magic circle , yo ' make a magic circle . Yo '  leave it 

so they have openin ' tub go out . [Magic c ircle also used in f inding treasur e ;  
examples i n  HOODOO. ] Each person tha ' come in mus ' come thru this paht iculah 
l i ' le path . Each person go out mus ' go out thru this path . Yo ' always l ead it 
so it  go tub thuh watah . [ Does the outer circumference actually touch water ?  
This would keep sp irits out at least , s o  they say . This is surely a treasure
hunt ing rite . ] Tbub poleece will nevab come theab undah 35 days , see? 

(Oh that ' s  good . )  [ It keeps the police out 35 days ! ]  
Even if ah tell in thub days he could run . Aftah 35 days yo ' on yuh own . An ' 

af tah 35 days yo ' bettah not , yo ' bettab move , ' cuz he be theah . He been lookin ' 
at yo ' all thuh time ,  he j is '  won ' come in . Do yah see? This is some o '  thuh 
wha ' ah call maj ah s ecrets o '  witchcraf ' an ' hoodoo work. 

(Before I forget it . Did you ever hear of a ,  he was an elderly man . Oh , I ' d  
say 30 years ago probably . A man by the name of  Jones . Who ' s  said to have been 
a doator around Beaufort . Jones , a man named Jones? ) 

This Jones , ah don ' know him person ' ly becuz aroun ' Beaufort yo ' f in '  sev ' ral 
people call themself dbatahs . Yo ' undahs tan ' doctah , they say • • •  

(Now, I don ' t know this . I had a long s tory told about this and I think the 
man , the man telling it , I think was a root doc tor hims elf . He said he studied 
with Doator Jones , be was his grandfather and all that sort of thing . ) 

Oh yeah . 
(But even if he was making up things , he was making up using the true atmos

here , everything about hoodoo you see? I mean he had some connection with it . 
I wonder if Jones ever lived . )  

Ah don ' know . 
( I  think he was describing his own work, largely . )  
He could have been . 
(Disguising himself . )  
Could have been .  
(Pretending his grandfather did it . )  
Could have b een . 
(This  man when he worked he put on a black gown , he put on a ,  he used b lack 

gloves . )  
Yeah . 
(That ' s  my only example of that being used . )  
Yeah . 
(But when it comes to types of garments , all sorts of garments have been used . )  
Um hm .  That ' s  true . 
[ Somehow I do not think the Prophet was interested in my talk about other 

doctors ! ]  
(All sorts of  colored robes and that sort of  thing . )  
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Tha ' s true . Thuh only time ah person ' ly us e a robe is when ah might be able 
tuh speak befo ' a congrahgation . We use eithah green ,  yellah , or black . But 
very seldom we use thuh black . We use mos ' ly thuh green or thuh yellah . An '  
sometime we use plain white . Now ah would like tuh describe somethin ' tuh yuh 
concernin ' thuh connection o '  these two thin ' . We gonna hol ' it tightly becuz 
we not goin ' tuh, we don ' have tuh do it becuz we ' ve kilt all thuh devilmen ' 
tha ' was put intuh this . Yo ' know this , this is a bone . Yo ' can turn on this 
light if yo ' will? 

CUBBY Over here? 
Yes . 
( I s  this a rabbit foo t ? )  
U h  huh. No , this i s  not a rabbit foo t . 
(O . K. )  [ ! ! ! ]  
This is bone ah • • •  

(Oh this is a bone . It ' s  a bone . )  
It ' s  a bone . 
( I  see . ) 
Well yo ' see thuh bone with this hair . Yo ' no tice this l i ' le sprigs o '  hair 

heah, undah this bone . 
(Oh yes . ) 
This bone was planted in thuh plac e ,  front o '  mah place at 0000 Kings Road in 

Jacksonville ,  Florida . Thuh pu ' pose o '  thuh bone an ' evahthin ' was tha ' ah would 
move from theah , becuz o '  j ealousy o '  a mahn concern ' a woman tha ' he liked . He 
thought tha ' ah was tryin ' tuh do somepin ag ' ins t him .  But thuh woman was not 
intahrested in tha ' at  all . She was intahres ted in ' er daughtah , which he didn ' 
know about . But he put this theah tha ' ah would walk ovah it . An ' thuh purpose 
o '  me walkin ' ovah it would ' ave been .4h would become cripple in mah right foo t . 
Especially aroun ' thuh ankle paht . Yo' s ee how thuh knuckle paht , it was turned . 
S e e ,  when ah got neah this place ah s tarted in thuh off ice . An ' ah was warned 
tha ' ah was f ixin ' tuh go intuh some kind o '  devilmen ' ,  ah call it . So  ah backed 
away an ' ah got a f lashlight out o '  mah cahr an ' ah looked an ' when ah s t epped 
ovah this - about as close from heah tuh theah wheah this turn , wheah this knuckle 
paht . When ah spose tuh go ovah thuh s tep ah d idn ' step . Ah can step on it now , 
becuz ah have decontaminated [ it ] . 

(Oh ! ) 
Yo ' undahs tan ' contamination? Means ah ' ve took away thuh foolishness tha ' 

they ? • An ' they had this , uh , buried in sulphah , graveyahd dirt . An ' uh , 
dead mahn ankle bone . Yo ' know yo ' goin ' tuh cemetery an ' they ' ll d ig up a 
bone • • •  

( Is this a dead man ' s bone here now? ) 
This is not a mahn ' s bone , this is a animal bone . 
( I  see . ) 
I t  may come from a small dog or some o thah small animal.  Ah do  not know 

zackly which animal it came from .  But this othah part , tha ' was wrapped in it , 
aroun ' it wit this claw ,  was sulphah , graveyahd dirt an ' a dead man ' s  ankle bone . 
An '  it  had been beat intuh a powdah . With this if ah should have s t epped ovah 
it no t bein ' warn tha ' ah was into a dangahous zone , ah could have pos s ibly been 
crippled . Yo ' s ee? 

(I  see . ) 
Thuh same thin ' will occur if they try tuh put po ison in thuh watah tha ' ah 

might drink . If  ah should have small drink o '  whiskey they , ah be  warn not tuh 
drink . So wha ' ah do in some cases , if ah be want in ' a glass o '  watah , ah ' ll 
make it cleah, ah say , "Will yo ' please j is ' uh , uh give me thuh glas s yo ' have . 
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·yo ' get yo ' a glass o '  watah. 1 1  
self , if yo ' know it ' s  poison . 
walk on these thin ' . All this 

(I see . ) 
When yo ' are hindahed , let ' s  

would heah tha ' ah thuh healah , 
know , ah would b e  foolishness . 

(It  certainly would . )  

Yo ' see ah know yo ' not gonna drink poison yuh
So this is thuh way we b e  warn so tha ' we don ' 

be  tub hindah yuh . 

say if ah sa id , tuh say this aftahnoon tha ' yo ' 
Sarheed , was ill b ecuz ah drank poison . If  ah 
Fo ' me tub drink poison , wouldn ' it? 

Well , then ah have tuh have way , lak othah p eople,  tub b e  warn o '  these thin ' s .  
So beah wha ' we have heab . This is thuh li ' le thin ' tha ' warns me no t to eat 
dangabous thin ' s .  Not tuh eat contaimnated [ contaminated ] food . 

(That ' s , that ' s  the hand that warns you? ) 
This is thuh han ' tha ' keep s me safe . 
[This hand I think we saw before . ] 
( I t  j umps in you • • •  ) 
In mah pocket , it makes this li ' le feelin ' in mah flesh , j is '  lak ah put it  

in  this  right pocket all  thuh t ime . An ' ah  keep it heah at all t imes . 
Okay , if ah go tub a s trange plac e tuh s leep ,  thuh firs ' thin ' ah do is lay 

on thuh bed ,  wit this in mah pocket bef o '  ah tu ' n  back thuh covahs , b efo ' ah 
take mah bath ,  any thin ' , so tha ' if bed is not correc ' ly fix ,  if someone has 
slep ' theah befo ' me , if theah ' s  anythin ' theah tha ' would hurt me or habm me , 
mah min ' an ' mab body , ah ' m  warned . An ' somet ime in a hotel , ab say , well ah 
have paid fo ' thuh room ,  ah don ' think ah ' ll spen ' thuh night . An ' ah go . Do 
yo ' see? Yo ' see they do these thin ' s yo ' know. That ' s  why we b e  caut ious 
wheah we stay an ' how we s t ay .  

( I  see . I see . ) 
Yo ' see we don ' have any foolishness heab nor thuh othah place wheah mah in

nab o ff ice at , yo ' know? Then people  come in if they be  ill ah let ' em  lay 
across thuh bed . Cert ' in types ill , but befo ' ah let them go al l ,  let them be 
clean .  Ahmmediately . We don ' wait aroun ' two , thre e days b ecuz it ' s  too dan-
gerous . 

( I  see . ) 
Now uh, whoevah fixed this knew whut they were doin ' , but ah was in mah own 

inves t igation.  Ah f oun ' tha ' an eldah man had fixed this concoction fo ' this 
youngah man. An ' tub man paid him a purty good price fo ' it . So wha ' ah d id ,  
ah didn ' know who he was , but ab would know him if he come b efo ' me . S o  ah 
said tub mah frien ' an ' one o '  mab dec iples . Ah said tuhmorrah , ah ' m  gonna 
bring this mahn heah tub thuh off ice tub f in '  out wha ' his prob lum is . So ah 
didn ' have tub do much investigatin ' .  Thuh mahn tha ' ah tole this tub is Willie 
B. He is in charge o '  mah place in Jacksonville .  He says , "Now Prophet how yo ' 
gonna do this ? "  Ah said , "Ah ' m  gonna read somepin from thuh 16th Psa ' m" [Ps1 ' m 
for Psalm ] . 

(Ummm. )  
Ah ' m  gonna take some gZory watah an ' wash mah body an ' mah han ' s  an ' especially 

mah haah . Ah said , "An ' when this mahn appeah befo ' me in mah dream or in mah 
sleep , then ah will deman ' ' im tub come heah . " Ah said , "He ' l l b e  heah tuhmar
rab evenin ' befo ' thuh sun go down . An ' when he come he wi ll admit tha ' he him
s elf place this in front o 1 mah do ' • " An' thuh mah came . AH SAID THUH MAHN CAME! 

(Um hum . )  [He does not r ealize how careful ly I follow every word of his ! 
This has always been my practic e  out in the f ield . ] 

An ' when he saw me be ack [ ac t ] as if  he was a friend . 
(Um hum . )  [Notice how I r espond more frequently ! ]  
Then ab tole him, "Brothah , yo ' have nuthin tub feah , "  ah said , "becuz yo ' 
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can see tha ' ah am not cripple .  Tha ' ah have full use of  mah limbs . " 
(Um hum. ) 
An ' ah also have this . But ah d idn ' have it in mah han ' then . Ah was workin ' 

on it , ah was c l eanin ' it up , yo ' s ee? 
(Yes . )  
Ah s aid , "Ah also have this . "  Ah said , "Yo ' evah s een it befo ' ? " He said , 

"Yes s ir . "  He start tuh cryin ' lak a li ' le chile [ child ] . 
(Uh huh . ) 
He says , "Yes s ir . " Ah said , "Well now ,  ah don ' have any pers ' nal  d ealin ' wit 

yuh woman.  She ' s  intahr es t ed in huh daughtah . "  Do yo ' know huh daughtah? " He 
s aid,  "Ah didn' know she had one . "  

(Urn hum. ) 
Yo '  s ee an ' ah went an ' tole him wha ' thuh s tory wuz . He said , "They tole me 

tha ' yo ' from Africa an ' tha ' yo ' was a wit chcraf ' workah an ' tha ' yo ' was gonna 
take her wit yo ' when yo ' leave here . "  

(Um hum. ) 
So  ah f iggah she wouldn ' wan '  a cripple ole man . I f  she want ole man at all 

she wouldn ' want one tha ' s  cripple . I t ' s  a logical way o '  thinkin ' .  
[ Hyatt  laughs . ]  
A log ' ca l  way tuh think . Would yo ' think so?  
(I  would think so . )  
An ' so ah tole ' im, "No , this is not as it  is now . If  yo ' will give me a of

fahin ' ah will t ell  yo ' wha ' tuh do tha ' yo ' an ' thuh woman will be tuhgethah as 
long as yuh wan '  tub at all t imes . "  He say ,  "If yo ' do tha ' , ah ' ll pay anythin ' 
yo ' chahge . Ah don ' have much money now but ah have a ring . "  He have a ole di ' 
mon ' ring on , it was about three karat , fo ' [ four ] karat . Ah don ' know wha ' thuh 
karats in thuh rings be . Ah s ays , "Well , uh wha ' would yo ' pay fo ' this ? "  He 
say ,  "Anythin ' yo ' chahg e . " Ah said , "Will $ 2 1 7  b e  too much? "  He said , "No s ir , 
if ah have thuh woman. "  Ah said , "Yo ' will have thuh woman . "  [ Al l  laugh . ]  Yo ' 
s ee? So ah say , "Yo ' come an ' bring me a paht o '  this . "  He say ,  "How much could 
ah g ive yo ' now? " Ah say , "Wha ' do yo ' have? " He open his wallet an ' he looked 
in his wallet then he wen ' in this l i ' le pocket up heah , he pull it out , he f in
' ly count it up . He had $86 . Ah says , "Well ,  now yo ' make this $111 . An ' yo ' 
go  an ' bring me these three thin ' s .  Ah wan ' yo ' tuh go wheah yo ' live , if yo ' 
got sugah in thuh house bring me a t easpoonful o '  sugah , a small j ah o '  honey . 
An ' a l eaf from a f ig tree .  This i s  all ah want yo ' tub bring me - wit thuh 
$111 . Yes . An ' ah give yo ' thuh woman if tha ' wha ' yo ' wan ' • " 

(Um hum. ) 
So tha ' s  whut ah did . But ah tell yuh a paht o '  wha ' ah did tuh this . Ah 

wro te  thuh woman name on thuh f ig leaf . Yo '  know thuh fig tree ' s thuh mos ' im
po ' tan '  [ important not impotent ] tree . I t is thuh only tree tha ' beahs thuh 
fruit befo ' it has thuh leaves . 

(Oh . ) 
Did yo ' know tha ' ? 
(No , I didn ' t know that . )  
Well,  yo ' watch this when yo ' see it ag ' in .  Thuh fig tree is thuh only tree 

tha ' beahs thuh fruit befo ' it  puts on thuh l eaves . Now, theah is a reason , they 
tell me , about this . If yo '  remembah , our Lawd an ' Saviour Jesus Christ , one day 
was uh, hungry on a j ourney an ' he went tuh thuh f ig tree tuh reach in tuh s ee if 
he could f in '  a f ig tuh eat . Jis ' a lonely f ig .  An ' theah wasn ' t  any figs on 
this tree . So he cursed thuh f ig tree . So now, if yo ' or ah should go tuh a f ig 
tree, we would not have tub feel , we will know tha ' it have all leaves at  a c er
t ' in t ime but thuh fruit is already theah, b ecuz it put thuh fruit up f irs ' - yo ' 
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can see thuh fruit befo ' yo ' s ee thuh l eaves . 
(Um hum . )  
Watch this . 
(Um hum . ) 
Inves tigate this . 
(Yes . )  
Ah wan'  yo ' tuh do , take a li ' le t ime an'  invest igate evahthin ' we talked 
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about . Becuz fo ' this reason. Yo ' have t ruth . Yo ' have truth tha ' yo ' can use . 
(Um hum . ) 
Truth tha ' othah people wil l  s ee ,  as some thin ' s ah might say they would try . 
(Um hum . )  
Now fo ' thuh full fo ' mula . We to le yo ' we wro t e  thuh g irl ' s  name on thuh f ig 

leaf . Tha ' is true . We use thuh sugah , an ' this we have this man tuh take it 
tub ant bed .  We let this stay fo ' cert ' in numbah o '  days . An '  aftah then he 
takes , see thuh ant in eat in ' thuh sugah off thuh leaf will also eat thuh name . 
But r ight aroun ' thuh bed yo ' will see it p i le up . So  he goes an ' gets this dus ' . 
He put it in a glass containah an ' h e  screw thuh top on it real t ight . An '  he 
bur ied it ups id e down in thuh p ath so he can walk ovah it . All his walkin ' J 
mos ' ly s omet ime durin ' thuh day , he' ll walk ovah it . Fo ' thuh f irs ' nine day 
he' ll  walk ovah it evah day . Af tah then he wa lk ovah it occasion ' ly .  It ' s  al l 
right , got it upside down . 

( I  see . ) 
An ' thuh woman would do j is '  like he tell  her tuh do . 
( I  see. ) 
He [ she? ] become like a chile . 
(I  see . ) 
Obed ient , permiss ive . An ' he himself will become mo ' prospahous becuz he ' ll 

be at mo ' ease when he ' s  workin ' [ won ' t worry about some other man being with his 
woman or wif e ] . 

(There ' s  one thing before I f orget it . You ment ioned g Zopy water. ) 
Um hum . 
(Do you make your own , what is • • •  ? )  
GZory watah , ah do not make thuh whole g Zory watah.  Ah get a cert ' in numbah 

o '  drops  o '  oil . An ' a concentrat ed watah . An ' ah keep it . An '  then this , ah 
us e ,  uh , s ag e .  Sage is a wondahful thin ' . Sage is a wondahful thin ' . Sage 
does many thin ' s f o ' yuh body , f o ' yuh min ' , an ' esp ec ia ' ly when yo ' re in trouble, 
or about tub be invo lved in some types o '  troub le .  

(Well I think we , wha • • •  are we get t ing near the end o f  that ? )  
CUBBY It ' s  about maybe three minutes . 
(Now what s ide is this? The third s ide  for the day ? )  
CUBBY Yes . 
(Good . Now, well I think we ' ll c lo s e up then . We can always s ee this man I 

hope , again I hope . But we would be • • •  ) 
PROPHET We have tub let Mr . Cubby contac '  me . Ah think ah g ive him t elephone 

numbah . 
(Wel l ,  he ' l l  s tay in contact • • •  ) 
CUBBY [ says something unclear . ]  
PROPHET Yo ' have a t elephone numbah? [ It was through a swit chboard . ] 
(Yes . Yes . He' ll stay in contac t with you . ) 
[ To ]  f in '  where ah be , if ah 'm no t heah . Wherevah ah be this lady will know . 

Then she will info ' m  me tha ' some ? an ' ah ' ll make mahs elf available tuh yo ' .  
(Well ,  I ' ll tell you . If you shou ld f ind any more let t ers , int eresting let

t ers - t�is one we have now I think is very g ood , it ' s  rather special . )  
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Mum huh . 
(And I will bring , we ' ll bring the copy around to show, j us t  to  show you how 

it  wil l look reproduced . You see what I mean? ) 
Um hum . 
(Now ,  I ' ve had thes e  two different , these two special experiences here . One 

is , I actually saw a pat ient , a genuine pat ient . )  [ Arranged perhaps , but still  
a patient . ]  

Yes . 
(A doctor interviewing him . ) 
Yes . 
(And we actual ly have a letter that he has received from a client [ ! ] .  In ad

dition to these o ther things , I think that the two int erviews so far have been 
marvelous . )  

CUBBY Oh yes ! 
(That ' s  my op inion • • •  ! spent the whole  morning working over what you did be -

fore . I would have gotten through half of the f irs t ,  first , f irst  • • •  ) 
CUBBY S ide .  
( S ide . ) [ I  mus t  have been tired ! ] 
PROPHET Ah hope tha ' it was uh • • • 

( I  thought it was very good . )  
Thank you . 
(You see,  I have to transcrib e  it . I write under diff iculty with my hands 

this way . ) [ I  was wearing a Dermaglove at l east  on the right hand . ]  
Um hum. 
( I  want to get everything as near per f ect as poss ib le . )  
Um hum . 
(Get the truth . Be sure I get the right words in there ,  you s ee? ) 
This is thuh impo ' tan ' paht about mah convahsation wit yo ' . 
( That ' s  right . )  
On this pahticulah thin' . Becuz yo ' s ee ,  Sa ' heed is 6 1  yeah ole now. Be 6 2 ,  

October 2 7 th ,  19 70 . An '  a s  thuh t ime g o  ah have a lready been tole tha ' in this 
life span tha ' ah would not • • •  [Pause in tape and end of interview two . ] 

THIRD INTERVIEW IN THIRD DIFFERENT HOUSE 

[As usual we begin our third interview at a new meeting place , our third , 
but comments within the text and memory will show that interview 3 started at 
the wrong t ime , on a ho t day , facing a very noisy s treet . Mr . Cubby and I while 
s i t t ing on the front porch fighting off flies could see and hear three young men 
inside who would certainly remain , if no t in the interviewing room , at  least a 
few feet away through an open door . Even before the delayed P rophet arr ived Mr . 
Cubby and I had decided to transf er the interview to his home if possibl e . ] 

HYATT This is July 11 , 19 70 , I am interviewing the Prophet at the home of 
Mr . Clarence Cubby , Saturday morning . 

PROPHET At this t ime ah am to say what we call devotion service . So we read 
a scripture ,  we burn incent . [ He uses 3 colors of incense .  We see pink and green 
but not the purple in accordance with his principle of always wit hholding a part 
of the necessary informat ion . He l ights p ink inc ense on a clam shell . This 
lat ter has a deep furrow cut on the underside to deepen the bless ing . ] This we 
believe has a special meanin ' tuh this home , an ' we ' re askin ' in ouh convahsation 
tha ' thuh home be blessed . An ' whutevah yo ' an ' ah should do or discuss will 
have meanin ' fo ' o thah people ,  tha ' they too will be bles t . An ' ah also wan ' tub 
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wash mah han ' s from thuh o thah thin ' s ah have done s ince thuh t ime ah saw yo ' 
las ' . So ah will read now a po ' t ion of thuh 2 7 th P salm : The Lord is my Zight an ' 
my sa Lvation; whom shaZ Z I fear? [ The Prophet says to Mr . Cubby , "Ah canno t see ." 
I say to Mr . Cubby , "Read it for him . " They both read to the end . ] Then the 
Prophet says : "All o '  these thin ' s tha ' we [ healers ] talk about in thuh word o '  
Hoodoo , Voodoo , an ' Witchcraf ' is built roun ' thuh Bible tub keep [ actually to  
make ] it  a religious cer ' mony . 

PROPHET Yo ' are intahrested in complet in '  yuh work , yo '  have questions tuh 
ask . It s eems to be  very deep . Ah am willin' tub answah thuh question if ah 
can , or if Abadulah [ chants ] he say tuh me it is all r ight tuh answah , ah answah 
thuh quest ion . The ' ah some questions ah cannot answah , even though ah know thuh 
answah ah could not give direct answah . [ The incomplete answer is the escape 
route for all profess ional hoodoo persons , fortunetellers and mos t politicians . 
The Prophet is a mas ter o f  t his device . ] 

HYATT Well , what is the problem? Why can you not g ive a direc t answer? I 
mean is it a s ecret of some sort ? 

PROPHET It is a secret because in thuh time of  ancient Egyp ' an ' Jahrulsalahm 
an ' thuh Holy City of Mecca , the oracles [ people here rather than statement ] .  
These people are suppose  tuh have big min ' [minds ] tuh undahstan ' ,  tuh heah an ' 
see wit innah eye . An ' they d id not write anythin ' in books , so thuh thin ' we 
learn o '  great secret is han ' down from mout ' tuh eah . An ' we take oath ' bout 
certain thin' but we do no t repeat , but we will use fo ' thuh ben ' f it of mahnkin ' 
if it be  in our powah . 

[ The preceding claim to secret knowledge and wisdom handed down from the 
ancients by word of  mouth to a chos en f ew is both ancient and false .  But t o  
pretend that a n  organized group of dedicated men used this sacred material for 
the benefit o f  mankind was a little too much . Remember , the day was hot and 
had s tarted badly . ] 

HYATT I see . I see . I see . A moment ago you were saying these people 
[ hoodoo and roo t  doctors ] travel round from one place to the o ther , you can ' t 
get them into a union .  In o ther words there is no union of  • • •  They don ' t belong . 
Each fellow works on his own . Isn ' t that [ true ] • •  ? 

PROPHET Tha ' is true an ' they ' ave a sp irit  of  s elfishness . He [ I ]  mean they 
can only do thin ' , if he can do anoththin ' at  all , fo ' person ' l ga in .  He have 
not thuh group , ah mean thuh human group in min ' . [ He changes small group hoodoo 
doctors to human group ! ] When we sp eak of  thuh human group we mean thuh mahnkin ' , 
p eriod ! Yo ' see it , so we say ,  he have a gimmick.  He move from one place tub 
ano ther . [ By changing heaZers to all  mankind he is now ready to accus e anyone . ] 
He may be  a preachah, he may be a teachah , he could be a writah . [ But these 3 
do not claim a secret knowledge or ancient wisdom ! ]  But they spread thuh same 
type o '  propaganday an ' they leave [ behind them ]  thuh same brand o f  hurt , tha ' 
have been lef ' fo ' yeahs an ' yeahs on othah people . 

How, lak [ like ] it is wit me , ah do no t need tub talk loud now . It ' s  calcu
lated , undahstood , that ah would entah room where ah s tayed foah [ 4  or for ] days 
wit ' out food or watah an ' ah ' ve ate three t imes s ince seven o ' clock this mawnin ' 
an ' s till a l i ' le hungry [ fas ting was an ordeal for him ] .  B ecuz ah says , ah 
could not do dis thin ' , unless ah was able tuh get this p erson min ' [mind ] tub 
believe tha ' Gawd was able tub heal ' er .  An ' as soon as she said tha ' , if yo ' 
[ Prophet ] could stay without pain heah in this room ,  thuh way ah been carr ' in '  
[ carry ing ] on , [ she]  say yo ' must be fo ' real . An ' then ah read a paht o f  thuh 
17th chap tah of Mat thews . Ah took this li ' le small chicken no t j is '  big enough 
tub eat yet • • • Ah cut out his tongue • • •  made a tea .  Aftah she drank a li ' le t ea 
an ' ah ano i ' t ed her laig wit it , she j umped up an ' she walked • • •  She said she wa ' 
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havin ' nuratit [neuritis ? ]  in her hip . 
An ' anoahtime ah see sulphah in thuh humahn body ah know tha ' somepin is bein ' 

done in thuh fiel ' o ' witchcraf ' again ' them . Yo ' don ' t use sulphah fo ' people 
[ in cures ] .  If  ah see sugah or honey ah know tha ' somep in good be done fo ' yo ' .  
But when yo ' see  sulphah, b e  cautious how yo ' walk , how yo ' step . 

[ I  bring up the question of hoodooed people coming to him for heal ing . ] 
PROPHET Yo ' know it  s trange thinkin ' about these thin ' s .  Tha ' is why we 

always have , nevah do anythin ' wit ' out ah have a Bib l e . Ah also always have 
black clo th .  [Mr . Cubby and I will discuss this b lack cloth at  end of interview.  
It  repres ents ]  as it was when mahn f irs ' b egan . He  say evahthin ' was dahk tuh 
' im . An '  li ' le by li ' le it began tuh lighten up . Mahn began to undahstan ' . An ' 
yo ' see we keep movin ' it , becuz we f in '  tha ' mahn is shif tin ' . [Amazing ! Our 
Prophet has usurped the roles of the 3 Fates , he being the recorder and controller 
o f  history if not its maker , and therefore my last doctor returns to my f ir s t  doc
ter who calls himself the B�ck Jesus (v . 2 ,  p . 939 , line 51) . ]  

HYATT When you are healing , do you keep doing that , what you ' re doing now? 
PROPHET If ah had a chance ah ' d  put thuh c lot ' some pahts o f thuh body , some 

pahts o f  thuh fac e .  We keep it neah us at all t imes . These thin ' s we keep [ near 
us ] at all t imes . [ These 3 things are Bible,  clo t h ,  and sea t he wears about his 
neck . ] Ah seen s ev ' ral o '  them [ s eals ] . Ah take s eal No . l3 • • •  diggin ' [ treasure]  
from thuh eahth [ earth ] . But we don ' need richness ,  Doctah . Our richness comes 
when we he ' p  a lot ta people an ' give them satisfaction . Heal theah bodies . Make 
theah home more prospahous . Make their envahonment mo ' conducive tuh peaceful 
living . 

PROPHET Ah taught awhile whut d ey call read fortune . Evahone can do this , 
but he hafta [ have to ] be in such a way tha ' he can interpetate [ interpret ] thuh 
vibrat ion. When ah come in contact wit person,  ah g ive them somep in, maybe a 
spoon or anythin ' o f  metal . Ah let ' em  ho ld it awhile , while ah write  thuh name , 
thuh date of b irth . Af tah they han ' it back tuh me ,  then through this spoon or 
whutevah a h  give them tuh hol ' , yo ' [ pat ient ] gonna think back. As soon as yo ' 
look back l i ' le thin ' tha ' happen in yuh life  yo ' will goin ' begin tuh reg ' s tah 
[vibrations ] .  [All this palaver is lead ing up to having my mind read . I am not 
vezy good at this sort of  thing , pret ense or acting . ] 

Lak ah say tuh yuh , lak if yo ' remembah an ' it was 1937 [ 33 years ago ] yo ' 
had a b ig meeting , an' yo ' had thuh desiah tuh get up an ' make a speech [ I  never 

had that desire in my life ! ] .  But yo ' j is '  didn ' t get thuh courage tuh get up 
an ' make tha ' speech . Doctah Hyatt ,  think about it . 

(Yes , uhm hum . ) 
Jis ' think about it . Go ovah yuh min ' [mind ] . Count thuh yeahs , ah wanna 

know . Ah wusn ' t  theah . Yo ' was at a meet in ' an ' yo ' wanted tuh make a c ert ' in 
type o f  speech . Yo ' wanted tuh say somepin but yo ' d idn ' t get up an ' say it . 
Fo ' some reason yo ' j is '  held back . Think about it , ' 3 7 ,  1937 . Tha ' s  whut ah 
heah r ight now. 

[ Then I had a surpris e ,  reading my words 7 years later . ] Something ' s  int er
f er ing with my thoughts !  Now , what could that be?  Whe ' re my vib rat ions ? Well ,  
uh • • •  ' 37 ? "  [ The great showman came back brilliantly ! For the f irst t ime I learn 
he d id not like our changing interview places . ]  

PROPHET Yes , here ' s  what happen . 
HYATT Yes . [ Did I get a surpris e !  His own vibrat ions ! ]  
PROPHET Af tah yo '  were dis turb ed when yo ' came ovah on 18th Avenue [ this 

morning ] ,  an ' yo ' had mad e  [ up ]  yore min ' [mind ] an ' yo ' j is '  was not suah [ sure ]  
whethah or  not we ' d  [ he would ] be agree ' ble [ to transf erring the interview to Mr . 
Cubby ' s  home ] . But we try tuh make it now . I t ' s  much bettah . It ' s  much mo ' 
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comfor ' b le [ here at the Cubby home ] . An' uh , we don ' t have thuh same type of  
nois e .  [ This man i s  a clever showman . ]  W e  s t i l l  have noise but o f  a d ifferent 
kind . [ He fails to mention the 3 intrud ers and the flies . ] Even so , ah d id not 
think of this [ affront ] but whut is happenin ' now . Yo ' will begin in a few min
utes tub relax ! [You would think I had been in a trance ! ]  

PROPHET Yo ' keep expec tin ' someone tub come . No one is comin ' . Tha ' yo ' in
vited them . [ I  or Mr . Cubby or both invit ed whom to the Cubby home? ] Ah have 
no t [ invited them] because ah wasn ' t heah befo ' . 

HYATT No , no , no , we haven ' t .  [ Actually I did not know what he was talking 
about . ]  

PROPHET Ah s t ill am intahr es ted tub f in '  out an ' wheah , whut this meet in ' 
[ in 19 37 ] yo ' was at . I t  could ' ve been a church bo ' d  meetin ' . But it was 
somep in yo ' had in min ' tub say but yo ' didn ' t . Yo ' wouldn ' t get up an ' speak 
out . In latah yeahs this kin ' of work, yo ' ? yo ' s elf yo ' coulda he ' p  [ helped ] 
some p eople if yo ' had spoke out at tha ' t im� [ Another little veiled criticism 
of me . He actually believes what the vibrat ions said about 1937 ! ] Think about 
it , yo ' may tell me latah on down thuh line.  It  may come tuh yuh . 

HYATT Before I forget it I wanted to ask you about students , that  you some
times took a s tudent . 

PROPHET Ah t each them [ to ]  interpretat e vibrations . An ' ah will t ell yo ' 
then . All r ight , yo ' have touch of  mah han ' . Right ? [ He touches my hand . ] 
Now, yo '  don ' havetah [ have to ] ask me about tha ' . When yo ' have a unusual feel
in ' . Yo ' said [ say ] it tuh thuh person tha ' yo ' are teachin ' , "Whut do yuh rel
lah [ really ] feel ? "  Do yo ' feel thuh phys ' cal f eelin ' or is it  a spir ' tual thin ' 
tha ' yo ' feel wit ' in? Tha ' yo ' cannot exp lain . Then ah know this person is a 
bo ' n  [ born ] readah . [ Student is g iven letters and numbers . ]  So A is one , fo ' 
mah� B is two fo ' womahn an ' mahn. Yo ' s ee it ? An ' C is  intahpatat ion [ inter
pertat ion ] of thuh feelin ' tha ' yo ' have . An ' this mean tha ' yo ' feel tha ' this 
mahn when he f in '  [ f inds ] 3 li ' le pricks comin ' tub thuh min '  [mind ] , this mahn 
is havin ' domestic  probl em .  Yo ' haf tah [ have to ]  put thuh comb ' nation tub thah 
math ' mat ic ' ly an ' a ' ph ' betic ' ly in ordah tuh get a undahstandin '  of  whut ' s  goin ' 
on . This is not ezakly [ easy? ] because we take uh loose p ins , we take needl es , 
we take othah li ' le  thin ' s ,  a f ile . An '  we make this feelin ' come • • • an ' then 
yo ' answer • • •  thuh A-B-C of yore life . Yo ' s ee uh, this is thuh third t ime yo ' 
seen thuh same thin ' . [He shows me something and I say ,  "That ' s  right . " What 
had I seen 3 t imes ? The black cloth? ] Yo ' have domes tic problem yuhs elf , long 
time ago . [His guess would have been r ight 99 t imes out of 100 , but I nevah had 
a domestic problem in my life ! This t ime I do not answer "No , "  I merely say , 
"Unman . " ]  Not very long , but it ' s  longah d en yo ' know. It ' s  not yestahday but 
it ' s  few y eahs back, yo ' have domest ic problem.  [Again I answer "Uhmmm. "  Watch 
him carefully . ] Yo ' was cons idahin ' somep in, gettin ' in wit some group of people , 
like a su ' roundin '  of sadness - no t ezakly sadness . If  ah may explain it in bet
tab words . Let me look heah an ' s ee .  [ Long paus e . ] Oh yeah . Who was this ? 
Res ' home . Whut about res ' home? 

(Res t home? ) 
Res ' home . Yo ' have A-B-C . [ He ' s  reading my vibrations ! ]  
(Yes . ) 
Now it A,  it ' s B .  
(Um hum . )  
Now it ' s  C ,  it ' s domest ic .  
(Um hum . )  
An ' condition . An ' it seem tha ' yo ' decide , say , "Well ,  let ' s  go heah an ' res ' 

awhile • • • Ah j is ' t ouch yuh han ' . ' ' [He touches my hand for more information . ] 
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PROPHET Do ctah Hyat t ,  will yo ' please tell me somep in about this?  Did yuh 
have plans in min ' ? Is it someone in a res ' home? Friend? S is t er? Wife? 
Close  relative? 

HYATT Myself . 
PROPHET Re ' lly? Ah mean Doctah, yo ' know yo ' ,  uh , ah ' m  not uh , Gawd ! 
HYATT No . 
PROPHET Ah am j is '  p lain Sarheed . 
[ He want s and needs an out. I now give it to him . ] (Well , I t ell you before 

my wife d ied , we were trying to f ind a nursing home . )  
PROPHET This is uh somep in like a res ' home , is it [ not ] Mr . Cubby? [Mr . 

Cubby does no t answer but I do . ]  
Yes , Yes .  
PROPHET Ooooh ! [ Sarheed laughs , is pleased , has an out ! ] Doctah Hyatt , will 

yo ' [ now] bel ieve tha ' Sarheed can undahs tan '  an ' heah thuh feel in ' when ah touch 
yuh han ' ? [ He touches my hand again, perhaps to s top the vibrat ions ! To add to 
his triumph I add (That ' s  right . )  A f inal word about vibrations : ]  An ' in mah 
min ' ah s eek thuh paht o f  thuh body tha ' is g ivin ' thuh troub le . An ' as soon as 
thuh vibrat ion tel ls me , say it ' s  in his uppah ches ' , then ah put mah han ' theah . 
Ah don ' t f eel all ovah thuh body .  

HYATT What part o f  the body is the vibration coming from? 
PROPHET From thuh min ' . It ' s  mo s '  of thuh time , thuh mos ' people who give 

vibrat ion becuz we dwell so much on thuh hahrt [ heart ] .  Yo ' know thuh hahrt is 
paht of thuh lef ' s ide . [You may recall in the Teacher ' s  interview , all psychic 
sensations or appearances came from her r ight side , v . S ,  p . 4594 , line 3 7 . ] An ' 
thuh mos ' strong vibration came from up heah in this paht of thuh haid . [ I  say , 
"On the lef t-hand s ide . " ]  Right ovah heah - see heah , neah thuh t emple? 

HYATT Please not e ,  Mr . Cubby , that the Sarheed is wearing his orange - what 
do you call it , turban? You d id call it a "s eeing hat" onc e ,  didn ' t you? 

PROPHET Ah s ee wit this hat on,  ah see an ' heah • • •  t ell me tha ' when ah have 
thuh hat on , he [ Abadoola ] will block out all othah thin ' from mah min ' ' cept 
bus ' ness • • •  will be  successful fo ' who evah ah do it fo ' .  He said it would b e  no 
hol es in mah life though they [ ho les ] be in gahments an ' in cloth .  Yah see,  tha ' s  
thuh way my lif e ,  yo ' know, Doctah? [ Sarheed laughs . ]  Some s ecret areas . [ He 
shows us a c lo th with holes in it . We now describe the Prophet ' s  sacred scarf . 
Lat er Mr . Cubby and I when alone wil l talk about it . ]  

HYATT Mr . Cubby , here you hold that cloth.  Can you straighten it out? [ It 
is s traightened out . ] It ' s  a square p iece of [ Sarheed says , " Black s ilk . Yo ' ll 
fin '  tha ' it  got 3 holes . Can only see one at a time . " ]  Very small mesh . It ' s  
about 2 feet and 3 feet , two by three . It  has 3 ho les in it . The Prophet has 
showed you two . Different size holes . And al l the t ime that you [Prophet ] are 
working , you are f olding this over , in and out among your f ingers of both hands . 
And occasionally you t ie knots . You don ' t  actually tie them, you more or l ess 
half-tie it and then you untie it . And do you manipulate this all the t ime you 
are reading vibrations ? 

PROPHET AH AM JXJIN ' THUH SAME THIN ' YO ' ARE DOIN '� MAH DOCTAH. 
HYATT WHAT 'S THIS? 
PROPHET AH AM RECORDIN ' OUR CONVERSATION! AN '  AH RUN IT BACK TUH YUH JIS ' 

AS YO ' RUN ON YO ' TAPE. 
HYATT GOOD! GOOD! 
PROPHET [ Laughs . ]  Tha ' s whut ah ' m  doin ' , ah ' m  recordin ' . 
HYATT That ' s  wonderful ! [Prophet laughs again . ] 
PROPHET Yo ' didn ' know this , did j ah? [He is delighted . ]  Yo ' see ,  a min ' 

[mind ] have tuh know how it  work . 
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HYATT Look at the modern comput er . They say ,  wel l ,  how can God remember all 
thes e p eople . [ Hyatt laughs . ]  Look at what this [ the Prophet ' s ]  comput er remem
bers . This computer remembers everything you put in there . It will remember for 
a thousand years . The mind ' s  a comput er . Jus t think what the mind of God is ? 
So we are j ust beginning to understand what ' s  going on . [ The Prophet , being a 
pract ical man ,  is not impr essed by my vision of  cont inuing d iscovery and history ! ] 

PROPHET Um hum. Yo ' see ah have tub put it down , because as soon as ah go 
an ' make mah repo ' t - lis ten whut ah say cahfah ' ly [ carefully ] . Thuh report will 
b e  made tub an ' organahzation. We wil l  abdo ? [Abdoola? ] meet in the month of Ram
adam • • •  thuh people s taht pilgriges [ pilgrimages ]  tuhward thuh holy city of Mecca . 
Ah will not go . But b efo ' this time ah will meet wit some of mah people an ' they 
will wanna know whut ah did ovah heah . An ' they will an ' lyz e  [ our ]  convahsation 
[ on the sacred cloth ! ] whethah it was good or bad . [ Hya t t  says , "Good . " ]  Or 
whethah ah was s e ' f ish [ s elfish ] or tryin ' tub get some out of gain or pers ' nal 
[ aggrandizement ] yo ' know. Ah want yuh tub say , if yo ' should evah read or heah 
me speak on thuh aiah [ air ] . AN ' AH SAY THA ' AH AM WARKIEE SARHEED# THUH VOICE 
OF TRUTH# HEALAH AN ' MIR ' CAL WORKAH# FROM AKIRA# AFRICA . AH WANT ALL OF THOSE 
FROM MAH COUNTRY UNDAH THUH SOUND OF MAH VOICE. 

PROPHET Th i s  will cause me tub be happy becuz they wil l  know tha ' ah have 
not done anahthin ' but good fo ' us , fo ' them , an ' fo ' all mahnkin ' wheahevah we 
met them. An ' we are so glad tha '  yo ' have thuh spir ' t  tha ' yo ' have . Vibration, 
yuh pers ' nal  vibration , Mis tah Doctah Mid ' ton Hyatt ,  if ah may use yuh propah 
name . Yuh vibrat ion is vehy good.  Yo ' ve a deep [ long drawn out d-e-e-e-p ] feel
in ' fo ' ' umanity . Period ! Yo ' wan ' othah people tub prospah by thuh mis takes 
tha ' some o ' those othah peop Ze made in yeahs past . 

HYATT [ Interrupts  for annotation. ]  Before I forget , no t i c e  again , Mr . Cubby , 
that this s ilk cloth he has , he weaves i t  in and out around his f ingers . Look , 
it goes one finger , then it goes every other f inger , then he goes back and weaves 
it the other way . CUBBY Um hum . HYATT In other words it ' s  like weaving c loth,  
a loom . I t ' s  weaving isn ' t it?  

PROPHET Tha ' s true . HYATT Are you weaving , are you weaving a person ' s for
tune? PROPHET No , i t ' s  not exactly a fo ' tune . It is a reco ' din ' of ouh convah
sation . [ Prophet laughs . He had told me this b efore . I was no t trying to trap 
him into another answer , b ecause he could probably be do ing several things with 
the same obj ect or c eremony . ] 

HYATT In your younger l if e ,  at the b eginning of your work, did you have other 
methods of telling a fortune? [Yes he had , but cards almost made him a gambler 
and the crys tal bal l did not interest him . H e  took up vibrations . He speaks 
about the " this great ALL MIN ' IN ALMIGHTY GAWD and THUH UNIVAHSAL MIN ' O '  AL
MIGHTY GAWD . Then, "When yo ' feel tha ' yuh han ' has been blessed , then yo ' can 
go an' do whut yo ' wanna do . " ]  

HYATT Well now , what about thes e b ooks that they s ell , these  witchcraft books ? 
Are they any good for learning? 

PROPHET They don ' g ive any fo ' mulah , Doctah . They give yo ' good readin ' . 
They always refah back tub thuh Bib le ,  even tub thuh Koran . An '  they ' ave thuh 
Tab l ets which is thuh Jewish Bib le . An ' uh , they all refah yo ' back tub diffrun ' 
books . An ' thuh ma in thin ' about it , ah cannot say it would he ' p  [ help ] some 
people . But yo ' don ' learn any s ecrets , becuz they don ' put ' em  in thuh book. 

HYATT Just a moment . What do you call that in your hand ?  
PROPHET This they call thuh mystic pindU Zem [ p endulum ] . W e  a s k  ques t ions . 
HYATT Hold that over so  I can d escrib e  it before you t ell me about it . This 

is very interest ing , it looks like a plumb l ine . It ' s  a chain about a foot long , 
small mesh chain . The plumb is white,  and it looks plas t ic . Now you read my 
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mind or I read your mind ! You ' r e coming back to something I was going to ask you . 
Have you ever heard of a Jack? 

PROPHET Not exakly . Yo ' explain tub me , please . 
HYATT A Jack is , they ' re various var ieties , but it ' s  usually s omething that 

swings back and forth . It t el ls you yes or no . I t  swings away from you and back 
to you, or it swings across in front of you . When it swings around in a circle 
it  is cal led to channe l or channe lling the �Pld. 

PROPHET Now lemme explain how this works . [Demonstrates . ]  
HYATT Let me get this . I f  it  means yes , it will go out from you and back to 

you ; if it means no ,  it wil l go back and forth across  your front . Out and back 
to you is called "north and south ; back and forth across your body is called 
" east and wes t . "  [ As the reader can s e e ,  these two movements o f  the pendulum 
or Jack , make the s ign of the cross . For the Jack , see THE ''JACK-BALL " MAN , 
pp . l59 3- 15 9 9 , and MOJOH EXPERT , pp . l24 7-1268 , both in vo lume 2 . ] 

. 

[ A  final word about Jack , who happens to  b e  your alter ego , a s el f  that usual ly 
does what you want or command . When Jack swings in a circle , this is called 
" Channel de World , "  it being of course the modern round world . But Jack , by 
whatever name or d esign , also channels the ancient world when he swings eas t and 
wes t or north and s outh, or away from and back to you , or across you parall el 
to your front . In this lat t er case ,  Jack is swinging to the 4 s ides of the an
cient world , usually in HOODOO called t he 4 corners of the earth (Reve lation of 
St. John the Divine 7 : 1) .  How o ld is this swinging devise anyhow? ] 

[ Suddenly we are surprised by a strange sound ! ] 
CUBBY The man decided to  cut the lawn . [ Thos e  pictures at end o f  volume 3 

show you the " lawn . " ]  
HYATT Hoodooed again ! How long is he going to be out there? 
CUBBY About f ive minutes . 
HYATT Let us j ust cut it [ record er ] off  for about 5 minutes • • •  You b ecame 

acquainted with some of these superstit ions ? )  
PROPHET Ah saw ' em  in what they cal l ,  a li ' le place t hey call Baton Rouge 

[ capital of the S tat e of Louis iana and seat  of  Louis iana State University , on 
the east  s id e  b luf f s  of  the Miss iss ippi R iver , 7 8  miles up-river from New Orleans . 
The plac e is scarcely little today , 1 9 7 7 ) . 

HYATT Tell me about the ceremony you saw ther e .  
PROPHET W e  saw the one o f  The Los ' [Lost ]  Ange l .  This was a cer ' mony by 

people who deal in witchcraf t an ' voodoo work . These thin ' s are always held in , 
neah a cem ' tery . They do not ho l '  ' em in thuh home . They have one where • • .  
[Ho odooed again ! Low talking on tape ! Can hear something about numbers coming 
up : "You ' s  Sa ' heed" (was this group in or near a cemetery asking for his help ? 
He rep lies ) "Ah ' m  no Gawd .  Ah don ' know whut thuh dogs gonna do ' cuz dog is 
liable to  fal l  in h is track an ' die • • •  Ah don '  know whut he ' s  gonna do . " ] [We 
do know the Prophet gave numbers ,  see let t er at end of volume 3 ,  but they may 
have b een for something els e .  For a graveyard rite with a group of  p ersons in
volved , see ZateP int erview by Miss Jones regarding Prof essor P ickens . ]  

HYATT Have you ever had anyone come to you with a problem l ike someone was 
killed and want you to find the killer? 

PROPHET We say take a bundle of foddah. Yo ' undahs tan ' whut foddah is , is 
thuh leaf from thuh corn [maize ] .  They put [ it )  in a li ' le small packet [ or bun
dle ] an ' throw it in thuh watah . An '  they say thuh direction this go would indi
cate thuh direct ion tha ' this person has gone , that has commit t ed this crime . 
Thuh direction thuh foddah floats is thuh direction thuh killah took . [ This 
water rite sounds more l ike one to recover a drown body . ] Write  his name on 3 
things ; a spoon , a knife ,  an ' ah axe hammah thuh bes ' yuh can - thuh name need 
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not show cleahly . Take these 3 art icles tub a g um  tree . Put these 3 things high 
on th�h sout ' s ide o '  thuh tree , if he ' s  travelin ' nawth [north ] . Thuh foddah 
tol ' yuh thuh direction . [ Complete details as usual are no t g iven . ] 

So  now yo ' go t tub make a terrible decis ion heah . Yo ' say [ to yourself ] ah 
canno t bring back thuh daid , why should ah hahm thuh livin ' • • •  An ' if ah see this 
person gonna hurt someone else , then ah quickly will bring him back , if they can 
pay fo ' it . Ah don ' bring him back fo ' fun Doctah . [Laughs ] • • •  Ah say , "If  yo ' 
got tub ' ave , yo ' think yo ' get revenge this way , whut is it wo ' th tuh yuh? " Ah 
say , "Well ,  this will cos t  yo ' maybe $ 71 3 . 13 , "  an ah staht off  wit $ 313 . 1 3 .  When 
thuh person had been returned , then ah will welcome thuh res ' , thuh bes ' yuh kin 
pay .  Tha ' is nuthin , tha ' is no t happun tub thuh decease ' .  It ' s  only his rela
tives . They want revenge .  But thuh only reason , thuh only free case ah evah 
did  this wus becuz we see tha ' this person had attitude in min ' , if he cont inue 
tub run on he would hurt o thah people . So he put yuh in a protective place [ you 
had to pro tect other people ] .  Some people need medical car e ,  they don ' need be 
in a pen ' ten ' ry [ penitent iary ] . But if thuh police [ don ' t ]  capture ' em,  they 
l i ' ble tuh go out an ' kill two or three o thah people , innocent p eople . 

HYATT Did you ever hear that somet imes they do something to the murdered 
body to bring back the killer? 

PROPHET Yes , mahn tole me ' bout they bur ' thuh body face down wit thuh per
son [ killer ' s ]  name on some s ilk hanky at his mouth . Ah nevah tr ied it . 

[ The Prophet now describes the "mad-dog spell , "  something I had never heard 
before . ]  

PROPHET This boy ' s  [man ' s ]  cousin ast  me if ah could do somepin ' bout it . 
He [ her cous in ] was gonna kill his wif e  an ' he was runnin ' lookin ' fo ' Hat t ie 
[ his wife ' s ]  sistah . Ah could please get him so thuh police could catch him. 
She ' d  [man ' s ]  cousin give anythin ' .  So ah didn ' t charge her much , Doctah , ah 
was too upset . Ah heard thuh [wife ' s ]  s tory . It was so sad . She said , "All 
ah merely wanted tuh do was j is '  go tub thuh church an ' heah thuh preachah 
preach . She ' d [ she had ] come back an ' cook an ' feed thuh two children an ' her 
husban ' . An '  this mawnin ' he get up an ' kill ' er becuz she say she wus gain ' 
tuh church bah (by ]  all means . Then he say he gonna kill huh sis tah . Now ah 
said , "This mahn is somep in wrong wit him . "  So shore ' nuff he d id ' ave this 
spe ZZ. of thuh mad daJJg. 

PROPHET See , h e  had thuh spe L L  o f  a mad dawg on him ,  j is '  becuz he had mis
used anothah man in thuh Logwood. Yo ' know Logwood where they cut logs . They 
cut logs tuh haul ' em  out an ' make lumbah . He bad hahmed thuh othah mahn , tha ' 
man ' feelin ' in thuh woods . An ' thuh mahn wus not brave enough or didn ' t have 
thuh courage enough tuh kill ' im . So he [ the harmed man] get thuh spe L L  o '  
thuh mad dawg put on ' im. Make somebody else kill ' im .  [ The victim went to a 
root doctor or hoodoo to have the mad-dog spe L L cas t . ]  Yo ' see , when mad dog 
went bah [ by ]  yuh house , yuh don ' t have tub shoot him .  Yo '  hol lah out thuh do , 
say ( yell ] ,  " Tha ' s a mad dawg . "  

CUBBY Suddenly speaks and agrees , "RIGHT ! "  
PROPHET Some�ody else go out , hallah , say , "Tha ' s  a mad dawg ! "  He don ' go 

two block or three block [ squares ] til ' somebody shoot him down . So thuh mahn 
[ killer ] had thuh mad dog spell on him .  So aftah ah seen this ah said , "Ah 
ain ' t gonna do nothin ' ' til  ah ket ch ' im firs ' . "  Then ah catch ' im through 
this ah tell yuh, wit this axe hammah ,  thuh knife an ' gum tree an ' othah thin ' s  
tha ' ah mentioned . 

PROPHET B ennet sville , Sut Ca ' ina , ' bout 40  miles from Dillon . Then it ' s  
not far from Florence . This is thuh home of  thuh man they call the Great Gamb
Lah. Charlie S lo thahs { Smo thers ? ]  thuh great roo t doctah [ near Dillon ] made 
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thuh richest man in Florenc e ,  Sut Ci ' lina , Goat Brown . Yuh nevah heard of  Char
lie S . , did yuh? [No , I never did . ] Charlie not so wel l .  He ' s  an ole mahn . 

HYATT YOU WERE DESIGNING THAT WITH YOUR CLOTH AROUND YOUR FINGERS! 
PROPHET YES, YES . WHAT AH CALL 'IS NAME. AH WANNA SEE IF AH CAN TRY AN ' 

BRING 'EM UP !  Yo ' see? [Thank Heavens ! At this po int neither elderly man 
knocked on the door nor squeeky voice was heard .  That traff ic outside , only 15  
feet away would have frightened any spirit . But the P rophet did g ive me elabor
ate directions for f inding Charlie S ' s  home out in the country . ] 

PROPHET Charlie S .  wus thuh mahn tha ' showed me about this devil shoestring . 
Yo ' see thuh devil shoestring , a snake won ' t bite yo ' in thuh fores ' . It  keeps 
' em  away . Ah didn ' b ' lieve it at f irs t . Now, ah t ell yuh whut ah didn ' t do , 
Doc tah .  Ah didn ' t g o  out theah an ' investigat e tub exten ' tha ' ah done got me 
a lotta snakes an ' s t ep on a rattlin '  snake bed . This is down ' round Green Co ' t  
Springs , what they call Sand?  Ridge . This is in Florida . Ah know theah was 
snakes theah in 1934 . So tha ' ah know anothah thin ' , ah tried on dawgs .  Yo ' 
have this devil shoestring , yo ' take a small p iece an ' yo ' chew it , spit a l i ' le 
j uice in yuh han '  [he spits ] , wipe it on yuh face , on yuh hair an ' on yuh clo ' s  
[ clothes ] an ' go bah [ by )  thuh bahdest dog . He ' ll bahk but he is  not gonna bit e 
yuh . 

HYATT Was Brown in South Carolina some place? 
CUBBY Tampa [ Florida ] . Yes , that ' s  • • • 
PROPHET Ah said Goat Brown . 
CUBBY Right . 
[ Did Goat Brown b ecome such a well-known successful gambler that o ther gamblers 

were us ing his name? )  
HYATT How long ago has this been that he made all this money? 
PROPHET Through thuh yeahs in thuh early ' 30 ' s ,  when theah wasn' t  much money 

tub spend . When they paid o f f  thuh bonus in 1937 . An ' las ' t ime ah saw him • • •  

in Sut Ca ' lina in tobacco s eason an ' they was havin '  wha ' they call skin game • . .  

he was a s teady winnah . P eople would come from miles aroun ' • • •  othah gamblahs 
woul ' come tuh test ' im .  [ P rophet laughs ] "Aren ' t people s illy sometime? " 

HYATT I t ' s  certainly very foolish , at least . 
PROPHET [ Laughs . ] Charl ie Smo thahs was thuh Doctah tha ' suppose tub giv ' n  

Goat thuh han ' [ for gambling ] .  Through this han ' ,  Goat Brown, thuh gamblah , made 
he [ himself ] an ' Charlie both famous-like . [ Charlie so ld more handS at greater 
prices ! We return to Roots . ] An '  thuh s ecret of it is how yo ' dig it . This is 
whut Charlie Smothahs taught me , how to dig it . Yo ' s tart tuh d iggin ' in S ept
embah . Yo ' kin also weigh these thin ' s ,  if yo ' don ' undahstan ' ' erbs . Yo ' have 
tub weight them becuz if yuh don ' , yo ' may no t get some tha ' has any powah tub 
it . Yo ' have tuh learn bah handlin ' diffrunt ' erbs tuh fin '  thuh weight . This 
pahticulah thin ' tha ' yo ' can not always explain b ecuz it come from yuh pers ' nal 
f eelin '  o '  thuh thing . Ah may put it heah an ' feel one thin ' - see how ah go t 
thuh fingahs there? 

HYATT Yes . 
PROPHET Then ah may put them heah an ' ah feel ano thah thin ' . 
HYATT Different , different , on a different • • •  
PROPHET Vibrat ion . 
HYATT On the different parts o f  the root?  
PROPHET Right . Right . Right . 
HYATT All roo ts ,  every root , do you have to dig it at the certain time , spec

ial time , or j us t  certain root s ?  [There is a cons iderable amount o f  palaver 
about roo t s , but the Prophet is not exactly a roo t  man . ] Any particular t ime 
of the day [ for digging ] .  
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PROPHET No , anythin ' tha ' yo ' are doin ' fo ' good or ben ' f ic ' al tub thuh 
human race should be staht befo ' 12 o ' clock [ noon . This time and purpose to 
rise with the sun is well-known in general folklore ] .  

[ We reach Adam-and-Eve ,  one o f  the bes t-known roo t s , somet imes mistakenly 
called Eve-and-Adam - see Nos . l0609-106 30 in this volume 5 and els ewher e . ] 
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PROPHET This is thuh thin ' a h  d o  not undahstan ' ,  tha ' there ' s  a Adam o n  i t  
an ' there ' s  a Eve o n  it , but Eve i s  always largah than Adam . [ Surely the Prop
het could have thought of  pregnancy or Eve may have been a b ig eater . ] S ome 
give diffrunt reason . Some say becuz Gawd gave Adam thuh men o '  thuh earth an ' 
Eve came by an ' tole ' bout this apple . Tha ' s  buZ Z ! Yo ' know whut ah mean . So  
it mebbe [may be ] has a barin ' [ bearing ] on  mahn ' s min ' [mind ] , of  alumnus [ ac
cumulation ] o '  his thinkin ' [ through the years ] when it come tub womahn . 

HYATT What do they look like? 
PROPHET Wel l ,  this one look like , yo ' seen thuh small green p eanut • • •  (Yes . )  

• • •  when it ' s  real small on the vine • • •  (Yes . )  • • •  it looks somepin l ike tha ' , excep ' 
it has this li ' le ben ' [bend ] , a li ' le wrinkle thin ' . Yo ' use this [Adam-and
Eve ] in makin ' a han ' fo ' success . [ For Adam-and-Eve see No . l092 , p . 410 ; 1 708 , 
p . 5 2 0 ; 10609-10 6 3 0 ,  these latter in vol . S ,  and many places in HOODOO. ] 

PROPHET We only mentioned three group s  of  [ roots ] Doctah . We mentioned thuh 
Devil Shoes tring , Adam-and-Eve , an ' High John and John thuh Conkah. 

HYATT What ' s  the difference between John the ConqueP and High John? 
PROPHET High John some people call ' im Chewin ' John. Tha ' s  wha ' a lotta gam

blahs us e ,  cuz [ caus e ]  tub bring back good luck . John thuh Conkah suppo s e  tub 
be thuh boss [ root ] . This is whut we t ell yo '  tha ' go es wit thuh Irish potato . 
Ah have seen thuh ' erb itself [John the ConkeP ] .  In fact ah kept one fo ' about 
13 or 14 yeah , an ' when ah lost it , thin ' s  began tuh fall down fo ' me . But ah 
fix this o thah han ' ,  like ah tole yo ' ah have han ' ,  yo ' know . Yo ' seen it haven ' t  
yuh? 

HYATT Yes . [Does he mean the MASTER SEAL he wears about his neck , p . 4653 , 
line 4 £ . ? ]  

PROPHET Ah s een it [ the secret ingredient , roo t , in the Master S eal ] an ' ah 
wrap it up , yo ' s ee ,  becuz ah think next 2 4 th [ of July , 19 70 ] , ah ' m  not sure 
whethah 24th or 25th , ah plan tuh go to King ston , Jamaica . [ Laughs . ]  This is 
peculiah thin ' . But yo ' have tuh keep yuh word . Ah am gonna pres ide ovah thuh 
meet in ' o '  thuh las ' inaukarated [ inauguration ] ,  whut yo ' call initiated witch
era£ ' workah . 

HYATT Um hum. [This could mean anything , surely doubt  here . ] 
PROPHET Ah would preside ovah thuh meetin ' . 
HYATT Um hum . 
PROPHET This will be a s trange experience fo '  me , but they have ask me tuh 

come , an ' always we try tuh promote good relation between thuh two or three 
country tha ' we are always in : Jamaica , Unnided S tates an ' Ghana . Yo ' s ee? So 
ah go ovah theah . [He has two paper bags . ]  Ah show yo ' somepin . We always have 
thuh same thin ' . We don ' have tuh change evahthin ' .  Keep all thin ' s tuhgethah 
fo ' this reason . [ He shows me something . ]  

HYATT This is  a hand. 
PROPHET This is hand ah had befo ' . But [ the reason ] ah put ' im in this thin ' 

is becuz - looky heah, yo ' have a unahfo ' m .  S ee ,  i f  a h  g o  ovah theah [ to Jama
ica ] wit too diffrunt thin ' , an ' thuh people s ee me in costume [ or custom? ] they 
may not let me through . If ah show ah ' m  equally balance ah can explain . 

HYATT I see . 
PROPHET Do yah see it?  
HYATT Yes , you have two handS there . 
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PROPHET No , it ' s  - yeah , two han 's .  This is wha ' we call mah radar , mah 
radar fo ' pro tec t ion . If ah come tub this mahn ' s  doah an ' somep in ' s no t right 
theah , l ike ah tell yo ' ' bout thuh [ something ] .  Yuh remembah? [ I  answer "No . " ]  
Yes , ah did Doc tah . Yo ' have tuh l Thuh mahn buried a bone [ from the graveyard , 
buried it under his s teps ] .  

HYATT Oh yes , that ' s  right . 
PROPHET Remember? Ah showed yuh thuh bone . 
HYATT Now, what else have you in those bags there? 
PROPHET Oh [ laughs ] ah don ' ' ave anythin ' but a l i ' le  wr it in ' papah , li ' le 

incent . Ah don ' t  have much o '  enythin ' ah don ' have tub bring • • •  [ !  now say some
thing he did not expect , despite his mag ic equipment . ]  

HYATT I think we have [ about f inished the interview] . How about [ addressed 
to Mr . Cubby ] taking our photograph b efore the Prophet leaves?  How about it?  
[Mr . Cubby does not  answer . ]  

HYATT [Answers for Mr . Cubby . ]  You [ to P rophet ] want our photographs toget
her? 

PROPHET Doctah Hyat t ,  it ' d  be a pleasuah tuh see mahself someday standin ' 
b es ide yo ' • • •  

HYATT That ' d  be f ine . 
PROPHET • • •  an ' we are workin ' in diffrunt ways , but bo th fo ' humahnity . 
HYATT That ' s  right • • •  if Mr . Cubby takes our picture together then I want you 

to take Mr . Cubby and me together . 
PROPHET Oh, that ' s  wonderful ! 
HYATT That ' s  why you get interlocking - that ' s  gonna be a tr iumverate here ! 
PROPHET Wonderful ! Wonderful ! 
[And so the three o f  us walk out in front of  Mr . Cubby ' s  home and have our 

p ictures taken ! For these , as I have said elsewhere , see Illus trat ions in vol ume 
3 .  ] 

[ Here we s tart the f ifth cassette  s ide of  interview 3 .  The fourth cassette 
s ign is mis s ing or it may be  the later mat erial titled INTERVIEW 4 . ]  

PROPHET Wheah we j is '  lef ' a f ew minutes ago [much longer than that , the 
place of no ise , f l ies and the 3 young men ] , ah have 3 new pennies , yo ' know in 
a j ah [ j ar ] . An ' ah wish yo ' d , Mr . Cubby , if yo ' have a minut e ,  yo ' have a cahr , 
[would be  so  kind to g i t  it ] .  Ask ' er would she please s end me this li ' le con
tainah wit three new pennies in it ? Ah would l ike to see them mahs elf . Ah have 
not looked at ' em this mawnin ' . Ah would like f o ' Doc tah Hyat t tub s ee this . 
Then when ah see this ah ' ll explain tub yuh . [ He laughs . ]  It  wil l  only take a 
minute or two , wouldn ' t  it?  It it ' s  not too much askin ' o '  yuh . 

HYATT Go r ight ahead and g et i t . 
CUBBY All r ight , I ' ll j is '  leave this [ recorder? ] here . [Mr . Cubby soon re

turned the woman was not home . ] 
[ The f if th s id e  of the cass ettes had little material . One of the cures was 

new . ] 
PROPHET If ah am goin '  tub s ee a s ick person an ' if ah am wa lkin ' an ' stamp 

mah lef ' toe , ah don ' go  ahmed iately tub this house .  Ah ' l l go somewheah else an ' 
wash mah han ' s ,  an ' read a Psa ' m  out o '  thuh Bible ,  befo ' ah entah thuh home of  
thuh person t ha ' s  vehy ill . If ah s tamp thuh r ight ah know tha ' whutevah ah do 
in thi s  home will be  good . [This is an o ld belief in a new dres s . ] 

I use it [woo d  from a lightning-struck tree] one t ime fo ' a lady tha ' had bad 
so ' [ sore ] on ' er neck. Use a l i ' le hawg lawd an ' some brown sugah , an ' made a 
kin ' a pod of  it an ' put it on thuh s o ' [ sore ] wit p iece o '  bahk from this light
nin ' -struck tree . Kep ' it theah fo ' maybe 21 days . Took it o f f  an ' thuh so ' 
was s t ill there . Ah j is '  fo ' got all about this foo lishness , went back tub mah 
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own rem ' dy [ and here it is : ]  Ah go t some awl [ o il ] , sulphah an ' brown sugah , 
wro te 9lst  Psalm on papah , s ewed this up in a white cloth an '  tied it roun ' thuh 
woman ' s  neck . Nine days aftah then tha ' so ' put on a scab . Aftah 2 1  days theah 
was no real serious hurt in ' . 

HYATT Is  the white clo th necessary? 
PROPHET Yes , this is s ign o '  pureness .  [Mr . Cubby mentioning the doodlebug , 

the Prophet gives me a belief connecting it with witchcraf t . ] People use tuh 
believe a lo t of thin ' s  ' bout them .  If  yuh bury ' em  undah yuh [ another person ' s ]  
do ' s tep , tha ' whutevah yo ' was doin ' goin '  up [ j ail ] , tha ' yo ' was soon l ik ' ly 
tuh go down an ' away . They put ' em theah wit a wish on ' em tha ' he would leave 
yuh house . Yo ' dig ' em  [ doodlebug ] out o '  thuh hole , keep turnin ' until yuh get 
him tub turn toward yuh . Then yuh tell ' im tha ' yo ' wanna move ' em [ someone ] an ' 
put it undah thuh house o '  [ or ]  thuh s teps . Yo ' turn his head thuh way yo ' wan ' 
thuh people tuh go . Always t ell these animals , give them a command . 

Ah use thuh toad frog somet ime . Yo ' know tha ' people don ' know tha ' toad frog 
got a s tone in his head? [As old as Shakespeare at leas t . ]  Well this s tone will 
do many thin ' . But , if ah have neighbah tha ' is runnin ' convahsation tha ' ah 
don ' l ike ,  ah git thuh toad frog . Ah take a sheet o '  this writin ' papah , ah 
write thuh name " Bless b e  thuh Gawd o ' Gawds . "  Ah write thuh name o '  thuh p er
son tha ' yo ' wan ' tuh stop talkin ' ag ' ins ' yuh or slandahin ' yuh on this papah 
9 time . Ah take mah needl e ,  ah sew it up [ in the frogs mouth? ] .  Ah take thuh 
frog in a brown papah bag tuh deep watah an ' ah throw ' im as fah as ah can in 
thuh watah with the command tha ' he take this convahsat ion away from me , or who
evah ah workin ' fo ' .  An ' ah leave the res ' tub Gawd Almighty ! 

Ah wish yo ' could go o '  [ o r ]  see in this l i ' le town o '  [ o f ]  S ebrun? [ or ]  
Seeville , Flordia . Theah was a mahn theah , ah can use his name freely cuz yah 
see when mahn owe me money don ' pay , Doctah , he don ' have no mo ' rights really . 
Ah j is '  let ' im l ive cuz he ' s  a human bein ' . Lissen heah , ah wish tha ' yo '  
could talk tuh thuh peop le tha ' have been befo ' me . Even lady this mawnin ' 
[ the house we lef t because of  conditions and the 3 young men ] , she , one o '  huh 
sons theah was in trouble [ so Mr . Cubby and I were j us t if ied in leaving ! ] .  ,But 
ah ' m  gonna get o f f  thuh subj ec ' . Ah ' m  gonna stick with B . J . O .  [ the preceding 
man who still owed him money ] . 

All right , ah tol ' thuh lady tuh bring me huh husban ' shoes down tub a li ' le 
jip joint. She d id this . Ah wrote a message [ on the leather ] in thuh shoes . 
[P rophet laughs . Here are words written in shoe : ]  Gawd is a good Gawd� an ' he 
stays in thuh b Zessin ' bus 'nes s .  Ah said take thuh shoes back tub thuh house an ' 
set ' em in thuh do ' wit thuh heels turnin ' outwahd [ so that he could soon walk 
in through the door ] . An ' when yo ' walk in tuhnight , yo ' tell yuh husban ' [ in 
j ail ] tub come on home . This was on Thursday . Ah promised he ' d  b e  home Monday 
befo ' thuh sun went down . Sunday night af tah 9 o ' clock thuh j ailah called ' er 
tuh come pick ' im up outa the De Lan ' j ail . 

See wha ' ah said? Brothah , tha ' li ' le town was crazy . Heah wha ' ah say? 
From Jacksonvill e ,  Delao ' , o thah way [ everywhere ] yo ' can think in tha ' vicinity, 
ah s tayed down theah maybe 90 days . An ' thuh people were so crowded tha ' ah 
hadda [ had to ] go out in thuh fores ' , took a b lanket an ' went out in thuh woods . 
An '  lay out undah some t rees an ' get some res t . Lot o ' ' em  be comin ' out theah 
knockin ' on thuh do ' [ where I l ived ] an ' ah couldn ' get any res ' theah [ in the 
hous e ] , cuz they j is '  knowed this mahn was goin ' tuh thuh pen ' tent ' ry .  But he 
didn ' t go . Yo ' know, he s t ill ain ' t paid me all mah money . He had been a sol
dier , he had a good bus ' ness , whiskey an ' beer , wasn ' t l egal , got some money 
from the gove 'ment , an ' built this beautiful home . That crea ted quite a mi te 
o[ jea Zousy ! 
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Doctah , these thin ' s soun ' sissy . But yo ' know, yo ' open up a po ' l i ' le toad 
frog  head an ' take out his big stone , an ' then yo ' go an ' cat ch a chicken an ' put 
it in thuh chicken head . Then yo ' f in '  a small what we call a puppy in this paht 
o '  thuh lan ' , an ' yo ' cut off  thuh chicken head an ' cook it wit thuh frog s tone 
in theah an ' try tuh make a soup fo ' thuh li ' le puppy tuh eat . If thuh puppy 
don ' t eat it , then yo ' shore got tuh f in '  somebody gonna eat it in the animal 
worl ' .  

HYATT What is that supposed to do ? 
PROPHET This will guarantee tha ' yuh home will not b e  destroyed by watah o '  

f iah . 
HYATT [ One thing we do know about the Prophet , he never tried this rite . 

There is  no s tone in the frog ' s  head . ] 

FOURTH INTERVIEW AND MR. CUBBY 'S HOME 

HYATT Friday . July 1 7 , 1970 . 
P rophet and I are here at [ home of  

PROPHET I am Prophet Sarheed . 
At dis time we will have ouh [ our ] 
Isaiah • • •  r eads • • •  

S t . P etersburg , Florida . Mr . Cubby , the 
Mr . Cubby ] • • •  
Warkiee Sarheed . Healah an ' miricle workah • • •  
devot ion reading • • •  from thuh 4 5 th chaptah of  

HYATT You said you always began with a devotional reading out of the Bible • • •  
Does that mean that anyone that comes to you for help , you always begin a devo
tional reading this way? • •  

PROPHET Ah always do • • •  [ S ince ] thuh t ime ah saw yo ' las ' , ah had opportunity 
tuh talk with I saac • • •  He is the man that gave me permiss ion • • •  ! am allowed this 
morning tuh reveal tuh yuh s even s ecret if ah so des iah • • •  Ah ' ve also been advised 
an ' told tuh say • • •  that on this pahticlah work [HOODOO volumes ] will be thuh 
greates ' of  all thuh work tha ' choo have done even though yuh d id many thin ' s  
good in thuh schools an ' fo ' thuh s choo ls an ' fo ' many people .  An ' it has not 
yet b een f eld [ f elt ] duh [ the ] magnatude of  yuh work an ' yuh eff i ' t  [ ef fort ] has 
not yet been ahpreciated . But , ah have been tol '  tha ' this wlll be  • • •  new area 
in undahstan ' in '  thuh folklure • • •  [ I  heard something s imilar to this from a woman 
over in Memphis , 30 years before ! ]  • • •  BUT I HAVE ALSO BEEN ADVISED TO SAY TUH YO ' 
THA ' CHOO TUH TAKE A LI 'LE RES ' • • •  AH PERSON ' LY KNEW THA ' CHOO HAVE NOT BEEN DOIN ' 
SO WELL. YO ' TOLE ME ABOUT CHURE EYES, AN ' YORE HAN 'S. YO ' SAY THA ' THIS CON-
DITION KEEP COMIN ' BACK • • •  AH AM SU 'POSED TUH HAVE SOLUTION THA ' WILL HEAL THU ' 
HAN ' • • •  AH ALSO HAVE A SOLUTION THA ' WILL HE 'P THUH EYES TUH THUH EXTENT IT WILL 
NOT BE NECESSARY TUH HA VE  OP 'RATION • • •  IT HAS WORKED FO ' MANY PEOPLE • • •  SUFFRUN 
WIT CATAHACTS • • •  AH 'M CONFIDEN ' THAT IT WOULD WORK FO ' YUH. WHEN Y0 1 ARE READY 
WE ARE READY. IF YUH WANNA RECORD IT, WE HAVE SOME FOlJM [form ] OF IT WRITTEN 
OUT SO ' LY BECUZ THE ' AH [ thePe a.I'e ] SO MANAH [many ] THIN ' THA ' YAH CANNOT REMEM-
BAH, BECUZ NEITHAH OF THESE HAVE COME UP AT ONE PAHTICLAH CASE. WOULD BE DIF-
FRUN ' TIME FO ' DIFFRUN ' REASON • • •  

(Who is Isaac? )  
Isaac i s  mah absolute superiah in thuh Unnided S tates • • •  Isaac i s  thuh onah 

[ only ] man in thuh Unnided States tha ' ah person ' ly f eel has a superiah knowledge 
of mah own in duh f iel ' of workin ' mir ' cles • • •  

(OOOOH , I see • • •  ) 
He lives in no particular place , he moves around . Yes [ but when he is home ] 

he l ives in Hinton Head Is land , in Sout ' Ca ' lina • • •  o f f  the coast of  Beaufort 
[ County ] • • •  

Yo ' kin have peace or love wit anyone . Yo ' read 44th P salm .  Then ano int 
yuhself wit gZoPy watah . Whut is sold in the Unnided States is an imatat ion . 
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This is made exclusively i n  Afr ica an ' China . This is used with rain water , 
brown sugah , honey an ' what they call balm - yo ' prob ' ly read about it many 
times in thuh B ibl e . Yo ' ano int yo ' self 2 t ime a day wit thuh glory watah . 
Aftah 9 days yuh wish will b e  grant ed . Formula No . 2 , if yo ' desiah tuh move a 
per son outa town . Yah burn Drive Away Evi l  Incense daily . Yo ' wash yo ' flo ' 3 
t imes a week wit this �ive Away Evi l Flo ' Wash.  Yo ' bur ' [ bury ] a containah of 
Spiritua l Powah Oi l in yuh yahrd . Spiri tual Powah Oi l os anothah one of  tho s e  
myster ious thin ' s from thuh Eas ' . This is only us ed in a t ime when yah wan ' tub 
move somebody . This doesn ' t  mean tha ' person becuz they a r e  lahnownah [ land
owner ] or becuz they are po licemahn or sherif or whut evah he may b e ,  if yuh wan ' 
' im tuh move outa thuh c i ty or thuh town wheah y o '  live - yo ' do as ah am f ixed 
tuh say . Yo ' bur ' thuh spec ' al o il in yuh yahd [ yard ] . This is one t ime yo ' 
don ' t us e it on yuh . Yo ' throw , make yuh wish sign in thuh direct ion of yuh en
emy an ' repeat thuh Laud Prayah . They move outa town , they canno t stay . 

An ' thuh thin ' s we have heah , thuh r eason I saac has given me permiss ion tuh 
use ' em ,  b ecuz we have tried ' em. We know tha ' it works . Thah [ ther e ]  is no 
" ah b elieve , "  " ah hope , " or "ah wish . " We know tha ' it wil l work.  

[ All thes e  preceding subs tanc es show the inroads commercial hoodoo suppl iers 
have made into what was once a f a irly s imp l e  pra ct ic e o f  us ing s imple mater ials 
at hand . Everything has b ecome commercialized . ]  

Theah come a time yah wana [ want to ] s top peopl e from talkin ' about us in a 
slandahus way . Yah f in '  yah a lahge [ large ] toad frog . Yo ' wr ite thuh name o f  
thuh slandah [ slanderer ] on papah wit lines o n  it . Put papah in f rog ' s mout ' ,  
sew i t  [ mouth ] up . At sundown , take frog , throw it in deep watah an ' don ' look 
back . Thuh nois e  of  slandah ' us convahsat ion ag ' inst  yuh will s top , will ceas e 
in 7 days . 

Get a new deck o f  playin ' cahds . Yah take out thuh s ix o f  di ' mon ' s an ' thuh 
f ive of di ' mon ' s . Yah write thuh name of thuh person ovah it tha ' can g ive yuh 
a j ob .  Sprinkl e a little b luestone on papah . Put papah between thuh two cahds 
an ' yuh s ew  it up [ sew 2 cards together ] .  Now bluestone is thuh thin ' we s ee 
of t en heah but a lot ta peopl e  don ' know thuh use of  it . This its e ' f  is a small 
containah wit a li ' le b luestone . Ah bought i t  espec i ' ly tuh show tuh yah . 

HYATT Oh yes . This is powdered blues tone . 
PROPHET Yah sprinkle it on thuh table an ' yah take this papah an ' yah put it 

between these two cahds . Yah take needle an ' thread , black or whit e . An ' this , 
when yo ' have sewed i t ,  yah put it in thuh r ight shoe an ' yah weah it . Yah may 
go tub thuh j ob this mawnin ' an ' thuh man said , "No , ah don ' ' ave anythin ' fo ' 
yuh tub do . "  [ Go back each day . ] In f ive days he will hiah [ hire]  yah . P eriod ! 
We ' ve had thuh exper ' ence heah in this city . He to le me he wanted a j ob an ' ah 
said , "Wheah yuh wanna work? " Said he ' d  already been theah an ' thuh mahn tole 
' im  he d idn ' t need enaone [ anyone ] . Ah tole him tub bring me a deck of cahds , 
2 1  dollah thuh next mawnin ' . Ah f ixed it f o ' ' im .  H e  went fo ' thuh j ob an ' 
thuh man of fahed tuh let ' im  go tuh work tha ' day . He said he excit ed . He nev
ah had - yuh s ee thuh people nevah had a mir ' cl e  happun in theah lives . It 
somethin ' t ub make ' em  excited about . This is thuh thin ' , ah say , make some o f  
u s  tha ' work in thuh f ie! ' of mir ' cles - or witchcraf ' a s  they say somet ime rel '
tiv ' ly speakin' diffrun ' - is becuz evrahthin ' tha ' we wan ' can b e  had , if we 
have t huh one thin ' , thuh key tuh open thuh do ' [ door ] wit ouh min ' an ' thuh 
comb ' nation tha ' will make us mo ' magnetic tuh who evah we go tuh . 

[ The Prophet was rather pleas ed with hims elf . That was more than I could say 
about myself . ] 

One have domestic probl em, the othah have cahr [ automob ile ] paymen ' problems , 
othah have home paymen ' problem. Thes e thin ' we [ I ]  don ' have too much tuh worry 
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about . Yuh s ee?  Becuz heah when ah s it in mah chair , wheahevah ah b e , an ' uh 
co ' se this ' bout thuh fo ' th or f i ' th [ chair ] yuh s ee me in . An ' now when yuh see 
again , ah hope we do not , tha ' yuh will be in contact , b ecuz it ' ll be necessary 
tha ' theah will  be questions tha ' come tub yuh min ' , tha ' yuh will ask me tuh 
answer . Yo ' can write me an ' ah ' m  gonna give yuh address • • • I t ' ll be wheah mah 
fahm is is in No ' th Ca ' lina . Don ' let me fohget it . Heah yah wanna put it on 
t ape . I ' ll write it on papah an ' [ you can ] put i t  on tape . 

PHOTOGRAPH OF AND FAREWELL TO PROPHET 
OUR COMMENTS ABOUT HIM 

[ I  had always considered that colored pho tograph o f  the Prophet and me a t  the 
end of volume 3 to be a part of our great farewell after three interviews in 
three different houses , but I was surprised recently when I began final work on 
the transcrip tions . There was a fourth interview ,  unless this latter is actually 
the miss ing fourth part of  interview 3 despite its  later date , July 1 7 . The 
question is unimportant and I do not have t ime to reexamine and restudy the cas
set tes at the bank . ] 

[After the preceding photograph had been taken by Mr . Cubby and the Prophet 
had snapped one of Mr . Cubby and me , we reentered Mr . Cubby ' s  house where I 
thanked the Prophet and payed him with cash and an Amer ican Express check , not 
having enough cash with me . At our f irst  meeting I had given the Prophet cash 
long aft er midnight , these being the reasons he asked to  ride along with me on 
my way home and then to  b e  let out at his home near 2 2nd S treet . ]  

[ Here is what the Prophet had said about a portion of  that well-known s treet : 
A friend of mine# Rev .  Jaakson ask me tuh speak a word or two up heah on thuh 
stree t.  Ah dOn ' like tuh dO this but it  [Bib le ] does te ll  us tuh go into the 
highways an ' hedges . An '  thuh worse p laae • • •  we dO need a lottah prayah up heah 
on 22nd [Street ]  on aertain bloaks up theah, yah know? Sure 'nuff need some 
prayah up theah {Hyatt laughs ] .  See p . 4 6 39 , v . S ,  lines 4-9 .  Remember , I had 
worked on 2 2nd S treet 31 years before in the Clark Hotel  (see illustrat ion at 
end o f  vol . 3) when there was open country about , but it  was considered a lit t le 
tough even then . ] 

[ Af t er thanks and payment we drove the Prophet over to the black supermarket 
on 2 2nd S treet - said to be owned and managed by a black man - to s ee that his 
check was cashed and he reached home safely . We waited outside . Within a f ew 
minutes we saw approaching our car a black man Mr . Cubby identif ied as the owner 
and manager . As soon as he saw me in the car he waved both hands towards me 
meaning "Everything ' s  all right , s tay right there . " I waved back , reversing my 
hands , "Come on down and stay a minute . "  He stayed two . I told him why the 
Prophet was there and showed him the f irst two volumes of HOODOO that had j us t  
been published . As h e  was l eaving my final words made  him laugh , "We were here 
two weeks ago during the shoot ing . " A few more minutes and the Prophet came out 
with his money . Ins tead of  our taking him home he had decided to  shop around in 
the supermarket . We exchanged goodbyes and successful futures . ]  

[No wonder the supermarket owner and manager had laughed . That shoot ing af
fair two weeks previously had been quite an experience and s ince it happened 
while we were interviewing a young man in the car , it became a legitimate  part 
of f ield work .  We were sitting there in a store parking lo t ,  the back o f  my car 
to the t raf f ic of 2 2nd Street , when I heard a mo torcycle backf ire . Mr . Cubby 
exclaimed , "That ' s  a gunshot ! "  Within a few s econds  there was another shot and 
then a third . One minute later traffic had stopped , people  from the s tores had 
f illed the street , a police s iren could be heard . The nearby int ersection soon 
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showed even the cross  s treets crowded .  We could not move away . ]  
[ Here could have been a crowd turned into a mob had a fals e  rumor b een circu

lated . Fortunately we heard the news almos t at onc e .  A former employee of  the 
meat market having concealed a large p iece of meat on his person had j ust  left 
the market when he s aw a spotter [ ins ide guard ] coming af t er him .  He began to 
run but the 3 shots up into the air during the brief chas e s topped him . ] 

RETURNING TO CUBBY 'S HOME COMMENT ON PROPHET 

HYATT • • •  Interview with Sarheed . We went to his house .  In the f irst place 
he s eems to live in any numb er of places , doesn ' t he? 

CUBBY That ' s  true .  
(Now was this woman wher e  we  went today [ third interview]  was she supposed to  

be his  secretary? ) 
Yes , that ' s  his secretary , Miss Kedd . [ Not  sure of  this name . ] 
( I  s ee ,  I s e e .  It was a very main highway . The no ise was terrif ic and on the 

front porch the f lies a lmost  ate you alive . It  was a hot , steamy day - morning . 
And inside there were tho s e  three young f ellows loung ing around . What about these 
interferences we had while int erviewing? What was your impress ion? Every place 
you go the place is j ammed up . Did they come in b ecause we arrived or what? ) 

Wel l , . !  don ' t believe in hoodoo but I ' d  say we were being hoodooed or some
thing because  it seemed like no mat t er where we go or how quiet it is at f irst , 
before the interview has ended , somewhere along the l ine , someone is go in '  to 
come aroun ' or we ' re gonna get quite an int erference or no ise of  some sort . Now • • • 

(Take today we had to come back here [ to Cubby ' s  hous e ]  to interview the man 
[ the Prophet Sarheed ] . )  

We had to come back to my hous e . 
(Now what happened? Tell what happened after we came back here . )  
After we got back here ,  a friend o f  mine I hadn ' t  seen in months - we used to 

work together - he decid ed for some odd reason to stop by and s ee me this morning . 
An '  then by the time we got rid of  him an ' got deep down into the interview ,  un
expectedly the lawn man came an ' he wasn ' due ' til Monday , but for some odd rea
son he came t oday ,  which is very unusual . I mean once he says he ' s  comin ' one 
day that ' s  the day he usually comes . Then I was also thinkin ' too that I wonder 
if these people wanta know what ' s  goin ' on . They see a strange person,  yo ' know . 
A couple s trange p eopl e  come to a place an ' ever ' one wants to get nosy an ' come 
an ' see what ' s  goin ' on.  

(Would you say that my being a white  man and having a clerical co llar on has 
anything to do with that? ) 

In a f ew cas es I would say yes . An ' then in some ins tances I would say no . 
Now I think pos s ib ly people are wonderin ' because they s ee you and I together 
ever ' day • • •  

( I  see . ) 
• • •  an ' they don ' really know what ' s  goin ' on . An ' they see  it ' s  [ your auto

moible has ]  an out-of-state tag , an ' mayb e this causes a couple of  people to 
come aroun ' • 

( I  hope they don ' t think you are a cr iminal and I ' m hunt ing for you or s ome
thing [ laughs ] . )  

Wel l ,  they see that you are clergy , an ' I don ' know , people ' s  min ' p lays 
tricks on them a lot ta t imes . It ' s  hard to say what they are probably thinkin ' .  

(What did you think of  the Prophet today compared with his other interview? 
Keep that very near you b ecause you are talking very low [meaning microphone ]  
and it ' s  difficult t o  transcribe . )  
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Compared to the o ther interviews I would say today was not his bes ' day . But 
I mean we did get better details today . I don ' t think it was his best interview 
today . I s t ill think he s till has a li ' l e bit in reserve . It might have been 
the surroundin' s ,  yo ' know . It  wasn ' one of  his local e ,  wasn ' some place he was 
use to . But I still felt  that he reserved hims elf , although he did let go in 
bet t er details in some things than he done before an ' I think it could have been 
a li ' le bit better . But all in all I think i t  was a very good interview . 

(It  gave us some new material . I got some more details in about that b l ack 
p iece of cloth . It ' s  only a very nervous habit of his . It shows a very involved 
mind . ) 

I noticed also • • •  
( I  would say he ' s  rather nervous . )  
He is • • •  ' cause I know when we were comin ' over he didn ' t have the black han ' 

kerchief but h e  was forever twiddlin ' his f ingers . Yo ' know how you ' d  grab one 
f inger an' yo ' might pull it . An' if yo ' not iced he kep ' diggin ' his f ingernails 
into the palm of his han ' , probably pickin ' off  skin, I don ' know . It seemed 
l ike it was a nervous habit he had . An ' poss ' bly it could be nerves or it could 
be j us '  one of his habits that he ' s  p icked up . 

(Yes , I don ' t know what that would indicate to a psychiatrist . Then of course 
remember we took the Prophet ' s  pic tur e .  You took the Prophet and me together and 
then he took you and me together . And then what I did with his money . I gave 
him half in cash and half in travelers check . And then he [we ] went over here 
to Gregory ' s  to have it cashed and all of a sudden , oh , about 5 minutes , he 
[ Gregory ] came out and wanted to be certain that I had g iven him the check, you 
know. It was all very pleasant . Gregory - it was all satisfactory as soon as 
he saw me . And then I opened up the back of the car and told Gregory what I was 
do ing . I said if you see me around • • •  Oh , I told him I was there the day the man 
did the shooting . )  

Oh,  yes . 
(Yes , I said this isn ' t my f irst time here .  I ' ve been by that place almo s t  

every day f o r  a month . I thought I might as well tell him what I was do ing so 
I showed him the books . You ' d  think I was go ing around advertising myself , but 
it seems to pay of f better than trying to be private . ) 

I think since you ' ve been advertis ing yours elf lat ely , things  have beg in to 
p ick up j us t  a little - not a great deal , but I mean it ' s  not as rough as the 
first few weeks or so . An ' also I have a notation • • • 

(You keep that [microphone ] you ' re talking . )  
I have a notat ion here where you wanted to make a comment on the three holes 

in the han' kerchief . 
(Oh ,  the 3 holes in the handkerchief . Well it ' s  going to b e  diff icul t f or 

me to describe . It isn ' t a handkerchief it ' s  almo s t  more like a • • •  ) 
A scarf . 
( • • •  a scarf . I would say it ' s about 2 feet wide and 3 f eet long , or mayb e 

about 2 1/2  f eet long . It ' s  a thin mesh an ' it ' s  supposed to be s ilk . He wraps 
it in various ways . You see he ' ll do this l ike warp? move? You see . [ I  am 
demons trat ing . ]  Around this and then he ' ll come back and do it the other way . 
Then sometimes he ' ll go all the way around that like this [ demons t rat es ] and 
then he ' ll t ie it . And then he ? and the knot would come unt ied . He ' d  
[ I  would? ]  say well fellow , from looking at this , is ill ,  isn ' t too well .  Then 
of course he said to us , he ' s  recording things . Shows his mind is somet imes on 
this thing . Like people have a tic  you know, they j ump or the eye twitches . 
I t ' s  entirely a nervous thing . Now I don ' t know , I think I have enough of  it in 
to put it all together and get some kind of descript ion in there . )  
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That turban that he wears - you know his seeing and hearing hat as he calls 
it . 

(Yes . )  
I was wonderin ' what that thing was made o f . I t  seems to be out o f  the same 

material almos ' as the scarf . 
( I s  it , I don ' t know . ) 
I t  seems • • •  
( I ' d  think he could get a better looking turban than that . He could get a 

real turban . Tha t looks more like a • • •  I don ' t know what it is , S imple S imon 
the p ieman ' s  hat or something . He ' s  had a lot of experience . I think some of 
the s tuff is dreamt . Oh yes , his being every place , Algeria and all around the 
world and that sort of thing . But that ' s  something else again . That ' s  window 
dress ing . We ' ve met him now at four different places , haven ' t  we? )  

An ' we went to - let ' s  s ee - 6 diff eren ' place s a t  least .  I ' ve been to 6 
differen ' places trying to catch him .  Each t ime you know you s top at a place 
they say ,  "Well he haven ' been here today , go to this addres s . "  They g ive me 
a differen ' address ,  you go there they say , "Well , he haven ' t  b een here , go this 
o ther place . " I wonder if these guys are in the same l ine o f  work he ' s  in 
theirselves . They need these many places as a hideaway for the type of bus ines s 
they ' re in . 

( I  don ' t know , would it be cons idered illegal here in S t . Petersburg ? )  
I don ' t think s o  because he had those c irculars . 
(Well yes , he does everything in the name of God . It ' s  part of his religion . )  
An ' he do esn ' charge a fee • • •  well in a sense he do , he would charge a fee be-

cause he did say he would charge us so much . 
(Yes . But he couldn ' t  collect - like a gambler ' s  deb t . )  
But I was wondering too when he says something that he was goin ' to Jamac ia , 

uh , for some sort of conference .  
(Well now he may think he is . You never can tel l . ) 
I think he was very much s incere l ike he really thinks that is where he ' s  

goin ' . I wonder if these guys min ' is re ' lly affected . I mean they get so deep 
in the work themselves they believe they are gonna do things that they really 
no t gonna do . 

( I t  becomes a reality . He wasn ' t  dr inking was he? I didn ' t  smell any l iquor , 
he seemd to be quite  clear in his mind . He was born in the lowlands o f  South 
Carolina , he knows many more superstit ions . Of course he says he doesn ' t  believe 
them now but I was trying to f ind out whether they were ? in his work . But he 
used a lot of the old remed ies that are known every p lace . Wel l let ' s  call that 
o f f  temporarily . )  

HEALER BROOKER BLES SES AUTHOR ' S  SCALY HANDS 
ALL AILMENTS EVEN HOODOO CAUSED ONES 

SHE CLAIMS TO HEAL WITH METHODS 
S IMPLE AND GOD CENTERED 

[ I f you had turned the pages of my second interview with Prophet Warkiee S ar
heed , you would have seen the short section of capital letters in italic type on 
page 4659 . This latter was merely one attempt of his to make medicine and ho Zd 
ceremony that would cure the cataract in each of my eyes and also the t roubled 
skin on my hands . By the way that skin d isorder began only af t er I had reached 
Florida late in Apr il 19 70 and had reentered hoodoo f ield work ! Both these ail-
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ments would force me home at the end of July to stand in l ine wait ing for two men 
behind whose names were the let ters M . D . ] 

HYATT This is July 2 ,  1 9 70 , 
that of  Harry Middleton Hyat t .  
ing to interview Mrs .  Brooker . 

BROOKER That ' s  right . 

S t . Petersburg , Florida . The vo ice you hear is 
Today is Thursday . We [Mr . Cubby and I ]  are go
You are a healer? 

HYATT What state do you come from? 
BROOKER Georgia . Cochran near Macon , reared in the country . Marr ied when I 

was 14 years old . I s tarted mah work tuh know, tuh let people know that ah was 
somethin ' at the age of 9 .  Ah heals with mah right hand . Ah heal with olive 
oil . Ah does many great thing with olive oil . If it wasn ' t  fo ' mah Heavenly 
Father , ah couldn ' t do the work ah do . Ah nevah wro te a letter tuh let people 
know ah ' m  in the town . Ah nevah put up a sign that ah ' m  in the town .  Ah be 
there fo ' one o '  two day an ' evahbody know ah ' m  in town .  Ah nevah put [ out ] 
cards in mah lif e .  If yo ' wan ' it priva ' ly ah ' ll g ive it tuh yuh priva ' ly .  If 
yo ' wan ' it all in the church an ' [ or ]  this room was ful l ,  ah j is '  take this 
[ right ] han ' an ' heal evahbody in here . Ah pray the 2 3rd P salm where evahbody 
can heah me . Ah prays the Lawd ' s  Prayah wheah evahbody can heah me . But when 
ah ' m  askin ' fo ' a condition , yo ' don ' t heah me . 

HYATT Your f irst healing then was near your home town • • •  as a child . How 
did it come to you? 

BROOKER In a dream . Ah seem like ah was undah a t ent • • •  it was j is '  one per
son undah theah • • •  ah begin tuh talk • • •  a li ' l person undah this tent . It was a 
man . He say , "Wha ' do yo ' wan ' ? "  Ah say ,  "Ah wants tuh know , do ah haf tah 
preach?"  He say , "No . "  He say , "Yuh right hand • • •  lay hands on the s ick an ' 
heal . "  That ' s  all he tole me . 

HYATT How did you know about healing before that ? Had you s een people heal? 
BROOKER No , ah nevah s een nobody.  Mah father was a missionary Baptist  [ also ] 

mah mothah [ did this give her a disliking for preaching ? ] .  We reared in de coun
try ,  we nevah played , ah nevah played wit no othah chile . Then ah begin tuh tell 
' er about this dream ah had .  She say ,  "Yo ' is gonna be mah good chile . "  

HYATT You were how o ld when you actually started to heal people? 
BROOKER When ah started talking tuh peoples ah was around 12 yeahs ole . Ah 

was neah 13 yeahs ole when ah begin tuh talk tuh grown people . But ah ' d  always 
do l i ' l thin ' s fo ' childrens . Anyone hurt they leg or somepin ,  ah could eithah 
spit on it an ' heal it or eithah lay evaht in '  on it an ' it would heal it . 

HYATT Did you use either hand ? 
BROOKER Ah use mah r ight hand . If ah ' m  gonna s top the blood , an ' ah ' m  now-

where about yuh , ah has a prayah an ' it ' ll s top . 
HYATT Did you ever f ind that these old cures come in handy in your work? 
BROOKER Ah knows nuthin about them an ' ah use nuthin but olive o il .  
HYATT Did people ever come and t ell you that  they were tricked, hurt , hoo-

dooed , witchcraft  or any of that sort of  thing , that they wanted to be healed? 
BROOKER Uh huh [ yes ] . 

. 

HYATT They told you that?  
BROOKER Yes . I f  a person come to me I will heah their s tory about what ' s  

wrong with them or wha ' thuh doctah say . But when ah tetch yo ' an ' ask Gawd fo ' 
yuh condit ion , ah ' m  gonna get yuh condition in duh [ the ] vis ion . If  yuh hurt 
[ hoodooed ] an ' ah see it won ' t do tuh tell yuh , ah won ' t tell yuh no thin ' . Ah 
j is '  go ahead an ' heal yuh . But ah heal wit watah or o live oil . Tha ' s mah 
healin ' • • •  Ah says mah prayahs ovah yuh an ' yo ' can go • • •  an ' yo ' can come back 
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the next day an ' then ah ' ll talk • • •  
HYATT What about this vision? Would you try to recons truct that condition 

that I went through or what ?  
BROOKER If  yo ' tole me yo ' was hurt ,  a h  would take yuh work until ah know . 

Ah ' ll s i t  from one tuh two or three night s ,  an ' den when ah come outa that div
ision yo ' come back an ' talk tuh me . If none of  that yo ' tole me was true , ah 
don ' evah say nuthin els e  about it . Ah j is '  talk tuh yo ' from what ah s ee . An ' 
if it ' s  a hard cas e ,  yo ' stay unto me ah will heal yuh . There is mighty few 
peoples tha ' can do wha ' ah [ emphas izes word ] can do wit olive oil . Yo ' know 
ah got tuh have powah tuh do this work. As ah t ell the med ical doctahs , they 
wants tuh know from me somet ime about certain thin ' s .  Ah say ,  "Well , ah could 
t ell yuh how ah do it , ah could let yuh see me heal , but yo ' ain ' t  got no powah 
tuh heal ! "  

HYATT You consecrate your own o il?  
BROOKER Tha ' s  right . 
HYATT 

·
Do you know anything about o ther healers at al l? 

BROOKER Ah ' ve seen othah healahs but they [ their ] work , don ' t know nuthin ' 
about ' em .  Thuh mos ' healahs a h  evah talked tuh was p eoples comin' b y  go in '  
from town tuh town. Some of  them have asked me to work wit them . Ah tole them 
ah always work bah [ by ]  mahself . When ah was in New York, ah met uh man tha ' 
said he was a healah , Bobby Andahson. He had a group of people . He t r ied to 
hiah me to be  one of his healahs • • •  tuh heal an ' bring him the money . [ Brooker 
laughs . ]  Somet imes it ' s  all r ight to tell a person wha ' s wrong wit ' im ,  an ' then 
somet ime ah nevah tell ' im . 

HYATT Suppos e  you got a letter , the p erson couldn ' t  come to you , could you 
heal at a distance? 

BROOKER Ah kin do this , if yo ' got a telephone , ah j is '  say mah prayahs fo ' 
yo ' an ' yo ' WILL [ emphasizes word ] get bet tah . 

HYATT Could a person write you a l et t er for help? 
BROOKER Ah would writ e him a letter back an ' ah ' ll g ive ' im a prayah . Say 

that prayah evrah mawnin '  or at night or at 12 o ' clock ' cuz ah ' m  gona pray ' long 
wit ' im .  

HYATT Have you ever r eceived l et ters from people? 
BROOKER Oh yeah , thousan ' s  of  ' em . 
HYATT Have you preserved any one letter? 
BROOKER No , not of my healin ' persons . 
HYATT Suppose some came to you in witch rid ing? 
BROOKER I ' ve had two or three come to me an ' say about these thin ' s ,  but ah 

say yo ' might f ind a spiri tuaL person could help . 
HYATT What do you mean by a spirituaL person ? 
BROOKER A spirituaL person is no t gif ted . Ah ' m  gifted ,  but ah ' m  not a 

spiri tua l .  Ah was i n  a meet ing one t ime , a lit tle while i n  Miami . They talked 
to the dead . [ By spiri tua L person she means spiritua lis t. ] 

CUBBY That ' s  the same Rev .  Robinson the one who works with [ somebody? The 
Prophet ? ] .  He ' s a spiritualis t .  Suppos ed to commune with the [ d eparted ] spir it . 

er? 
HYATT Do you ever feel at times your power get s weaker and sometimes s trong-

BROOKER Evah s ince ah ' ve been usin ' this hand it ' s  been the same . 
HYATT You ' ve never had a failure o f  any kind , of healing someone? 
BROOKER Unless they fail me . [A  great answer ! ]  
HYATT Now,  how could they fail you? 
BROOKER By not comin ' tuh me or by no t doin ' what ah tell ' em tuh do . No t 

readin ' thuh poht ion of [ portion of ] Scriptures ah t ell ' um  tuh .  
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HYATT Suppose a person came to you , does a person have to b elieve in you , 
in your powers ? 

BROOKER If  ah move your miser ies , what else you gonna do? Anahbody [ anybody ] 
if he want can go through thuh world do in ' great things wit this [ gift ] an ' some
bodah gonna say , "Ah went tuh ' er but it d idn ' do .!!!! [ emphas iz es ] no good . " 

HYATT I notice you are wearing a cros s .  Does that have anything to do with 
your work? 

BROOKER No , that ' s  nothin ' to do with mah work . The company tha ' ah gets mah 
oil  from ,  they s ends me lit t le ole crosses , lit tle ole whatnots . 

CUBBY There ' s  something that ah b een wondering about for a long t ime . Now a 
healah, they have powah to  heal . Do yo ' ever become s ick yo ' sel f ?  

BROOKER S ick mahs elf ? Yes ! 
CUBBY Do you heal yourself or do you haftah go to ano thah healah? 
BROOKER No , ah nevah been tuh ano thah healah in mah l if e .  Jis ' one [ once ]  

o n  two doctahs . Ah ' ve got , a h  has a doctah , al l right . [ Sound of  door opening . 
She says , "Go in nex ' do ' . " ]  Ah had blood po isonin ' in this leg , but it seem 
tuh me the do ctahs [M . D ' s ]  was goin '  let it get in mah body . 

HYATT Did you go to a doc tor  [M. D . ] about it?  
BROOKER Oh , I was in [ hosp ital ] when this blood poisonin ' struck me  right 

there . Ah j is '  went out of mah mind . An '  when ah knowed anythin ' ,  they had me 
in Mount [Mound ] Park Hosp ital . So  when ah waken , ah f ind ah was in the hos
p ital an' ah said to thuh nurse , "What is ah do in ' heah?"  An '  she say , "Yo ' come 
heah yest iday . "  Ah say , "Wel l ,  ah go t tuh go home . "  So when mah childuns come 
in , ah to le ' em ,  ah say , "Ah wanna go tuh Mercy Hosp ital . " An ' so this colahed 
doctah [M . D . ] got thuh whi t e  doc tah tuh r elease me tuh go tuh Mercy Hospital . Ah 
didn ' go tuh Mercy , ah come home .  Heh ! Heh ! Ah j is '  doin ' tha ' fo ' thuh doctah 
tuh releas e me . An ' this leg was about that lahge [ demons trates ] .  Ah j is '  took 
mah oil an ' said mah prayahs , talked wit God , nex ' mawnin ' it [ leg ] as j is '  lak 
it is now ! ! !  An ' somet ime , things tha ' thuh medical doctahs can ' t reach , it 
takes me [ emphasized ]  some time to r each : like T . B . ,  asmie [ as thma ] . Oh , it 
don ' t take me long tuh take ci ' h  o '  [ care o f ] asmi e .  

CUBBY Miz Brooker ah was amazed the o ther day , when w e  [ Cubby and Charles ] 
f irs t talked to you . It  s truck my interest when yo ' said something to Charles . 
Yo ' told him about an ailment tha t  he had . Now this was something that no one 
knew , and I was goin ' to ask you . Do you have some kind of perceptive power 
where you can s ee things about a person without them even t elling you? 

BROOKER Un huh . Somet ime ah can look at yah an ' t ell what ' s  wrong wit yah . 
An '  then, when ah know what ' s wrong wit a person , ah lays han ' s on ' im . An ' if 
ah lay han ' s on yuh , yuh ain ' t got tuh tell me wha ' s  ailin ' yah . When mah hands 
s top , they s top on tha ' place .  Ah can tell  yah yuh s ick his t ' ry :  enlahged heart 
condition , an ' asmie , cansah [ cancer ] . 

HYATT Jus t a moment .  What did she say Charl es had? 
CUBBY You told him there was something on his back. And he does have . I 

don ' t know what they call it . It ' s  a big b lack spo t on the back . The doctor 
said he was goin ' to have to  operate .  It ' s  some kind o f  growth that gets under 
the skin. A b ig knot , • •  When we got in the car , Charles showed me the place on 
his back an ' we were wondering how does she know , b ecaus e he said that the only 
person that r eally knew anything about this was the doctor he had s een in Chicago, 
who told him they would have to operate . 

BROOKER See it is been on Charles evah s ince he came out de army .  I t  could 
be muscle strain an ' cused [ caused ] a blood clot tuh come . An '  it would be  bet
tab fo ' him tuh let thuh doctahs operate an' take it out . An '  then ,  if he could 
come tuh me ah would heal ' im . 
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HYATT Then you could make it a permanent cure , not j us t  a temporary cure . 
[ Tactfully spoken but your , or the Lord ' s  bles s ing would have been bet ter . ] 

BROOKER Yes , it would be [ answering my actual words ] . 
HYATT [A s econd man enters the room and goes into the kit chen . ] If  this 

person wants to s it down [ in the room] it ' s  quite  all right with me . 
BROOKER They got crabs here • • •  [ Her husband and this man had been out aft er 

crabs . Momentarily we talk about crabs . ]  
CUBBY You ever had anyone come to you and fake ailment?  
BROOKER Oh yes , ah ' ve had that plentah o '  t ime when ah be travelin ' .  
THIS INTERVIEW ENDS HERE. THAT AFTERNOON AFTER MR. CUBBY AND I HAD INTER-

VIEWED THE WHITE TEACHER WE RETURN TO HIS HOME TO DISCUSS BOTH INTERVIEWS. 
HYATT Mr . Cubby and I are going to make a few no tes or comments about the 

two interviews we had today . At the moment it ' s  fairly quiet but we will prob
ably have a lot of competition . We ' ll begin with the f irst woman we had today , 
Mrs .  Brooker . Tell me what you told me before , what she said when you asked 
her to be interviewed by me . 

CUBBY She told me that  she had to consult the spirit to  see if it would be 
wise for her to give in to this interview . And as she ' fore stated , she wanted 
to meet you p erson ' ly and j udge you also before she would f in ' ly make this deci
sion • • •  Charles and I s topped over there a week ago . I showed her the books 
[HOODOO , v . l & 2 ] . Just  before we got ready to leave she told [ Charles ] that 
he had a problem on his back that he was concerned about and she could help him 
if he would come back . I t  turned out he did have something that  was wrong with 
his back. How she knowed about it , I don ' t know . 

HYATT Now, today , what did she do at the very end as we lef t ?  After we had 
stopped the interview and we couldn ' t take down her words ?  I said I would give 
her an offering . 

CUBBY She tol ' yo ' no t to , she could not take the offerin ' . 
HYATT Wait a minute !  Wait a minute ! We can ' t compete with these things . 

[Mo torcycles in background . ]  Al l right . 
CUBBY She told you she couldn ' t  take the offerin '  in her han ' , to place it 

on the table . She considered this a bles s in ' not a offerin ' . An ' after that 
when yo ' attemp ted to shake her han ' goodbye , she took her lef ' han ' an ' plac ed 
it in the pa ' m  of your han ' • • •  Lef ' han ' under your [right ] • • •  

HYATT The left under , that ' s  right . 
CUBBY An '  the right han ' over the top . 
HYATT And the r ight hand over the top of  my hand . 
CUBBY Then she begin to say a prayer . 
HYATT She said a prayer • • •  a fairly long prayer . She bles sed me and all sorts 

of things and • • •  

CUBBY Blessed the work [we were doing ] . Then she prayed fo ' the heal in ' o f  
your han ' s .  

HYATT Oh , that ' s  right ! She prayed for the healing of my hands ! Well , I 
think • • •  [ this ] is about all we need to say about her .  

CUBBY Yes . I think the impres s ion itself that she set upon us was somewhat 
unique . I think at the end it gave a better - in reality it  gave a bet ter under
s tandin ' o f  her and her work. At the very end ,  what she did , rather than the 
whole  int erview itself . I think that was the mos t  important part of  it all .  If 
we could have gotten that on tape it would have been something wonderful ! 

HYATT Yes . That ' s  unfortunate that we didn ' t get that on tape but it was 
there . She ' s s incere in her work . She knew almos t nothing about hoodoo work or 
anything o f  that sort . Evidently she doesn ' t handle anything of that sort . 
She ' s a plain healer . 
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CUBBY Oh yes . One thing though that I no t iced about her , she was very hon
est .  When she d idn ' know about somethin ' ,  she didn ' say what she had heard from 
someone else . She would say , I don ' know about it . Somethin ' l ike - she did 
get right to the point . One good thing about it , she did seem to be quite hones ' 
about everything . 

DOCTOR WALKER WAS A MYSTERY FROM HIS BIRTH 
NO ONE INCLUDING HIMSELF KNEW HIS ORIGIN 

MASTER OF ROOTWORK AND WITCHCRAFT IN CHILDHOOD 
TAUGHT BY GRANDMOTHER KNOWN AS THE WITCH 

WHO LIVED IN LARGE HOUSE CALLED WITCH 'S CASTLE 
WITH A STRANGE LIVING COMPANION - A BIRD 

HALF OWL ON ONE S IDE - HALF BLACKBIRD ON OTHER 
MEANING WISDOM AND POWER OF DESTRUCTION 

DOCTOR REFUSED TO SEE ME - ACCEPTED MY ASSI STANTS 

[ I  am delighted that  the doator decided to avoid me . The amaz ing react ions 
of my two assistant s , ex-army men and city dwellers , to what they hear and see 
surpasses any mat ter-of- fact s tatements I could have reported . The s ecret of  
that  half owl and half b lackbird - called a fami Liar in wit chlore - is examined 
in large type near end of int erview itself . Desp ite Walker ' s  original claim of 
a mys t er ious birth, he r eveals later that his parents were prac t i t ioners o f  this 
craft .  Among o ther examples of  family inheritance see MY FIRST DOCTOR , vo l . 2 ,  
p . 9 3 6 , 1 . 36-39 . Cubby , Charles and I the day af ter this int erview d iscuss it at  
end of present text . ] 

CUBBY Today is Friday , June the 19 th , 1 9 7 0 . We are now in Sarasota , Flor ida , 
intahviewing the Doator Zemah Walkah [Zemar Walker ] from Palmet to , Florida . The 
voices tha ' yo ' will heah on this tape will be the vo ices of Clarence Cubby , 
that ' s  mys elf , othah contac ' man, Charles Willis [ previously called Charles ] ,  a 
an ' the voice of  Doator Walkah hims elf . 

Doator Walkah at this time what ah want yo ' to do primarily is to give us an 
undahs tandin ' of  how yo ' got into the work of  witchcraf ' an ' root work . An ' a 
little  bit of the background o f  where yo ' come from an ' the things of  this sort . 
By this t ime yo ' may have the mike . 

[Doator Walker speaks very s lowly , paus ing af ter each word . ]  
WALKER TO SAY THAT, HOW AH GOT INTO THIS WORK, I CAN 'T REALLY DWELL TOO 

MUCH • • •  IN TELLIN ' YO ', BECAUSE AT THE AGE OF ABOUT FIVE YEAHS OLD I HAD COMPLETE 
KNOWLEDGE OF ROOT WORK AN '  WITCHCRAF ' .  DEALIN ' IN THIS WORK. DIDN 'T START REALLY 
UNTIL ABOUT THE AGE OF ELEVEN . NOW TO EXPLAIN HOW I GOT INTO THIS. MAH GRAND-
MOTHAH, WHOM PEOPLE CONSIDERED TO BE A WITCH, SHE LIVED ALONE. YO ' KNOW HOW 
PEOPLE ARE. THEY SAY YOU 'RE A WITCH, BECAUSE YO ', YO ' DON 'T MINGLE WITH OTHAHS. 
NOW MAH GRANDMOTHAH WAS VERY POWAHFUL. SHE WAS A GIFTED WOMAN. SHE HAD POWAH 
UNLIMITED • • •  SHE HAD DWELT IN THIS WE SHALL SAY A CASTLE - NOT REALLY A CASTLE, 
IT WAS A LARGE, HUGE HOUSE. BUT THE PEOPLE CALL IT THE "WITCH 'S CASTLE. " SHE 
HAD ALL SORTS OF ANIMALS AN '  IN THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY IT WAS RELATIVELY YO ' 
WOULD SAY, HARD TO SEE ANIMALS AROUND, SUCH AS DOG, AND CATS AND BIRDS. 

CUBBY Yeah .  Mr . Walker , j ust  where were yo ' born? [Notice  the Mr ! ]  
WALKER Well not really , as the record show ah was born in D ilton [not in 

ZIP CODE DIRECTORY ] Mis s is s ipp i ,  howevah , these records weren ' t  made until ah 
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was el even or twelve , aftah mah grandmo thah died , but ah will tell yo ' this , no 
one knows where ah came from [ a  mys tery f rom the s tart ! ] .  

CU�BY Excuse me Mr . Walkah , how d id yo ' get your first clue that yo ' had 
this powah? 

WALKER This was not a clue . 
CUBBY Mr . Walkah yo ' say this is no t a c lue but yo ' have these powahs . Now 

would yo ' explain to us then how yo ' got the powah? 
WALKER WELL, YO ' SEE, YOUNG MAN, THESE POWAHS WERE TRANSFERRED TO ME, AN ' AH 

'FORE [BEFORE ] STATED MAH GRANDMOTHAH WAS A VERY POWAHFUL WOMAN. MAH GRANDMOTHAH 
CALLED ME TO HER SIDE AT THE AGE OF ELEVEN, SHE CALLED ALL OF THE KIDS IN MAH 
FAMILY AROUND. SHE CALLED MAH MOTHAH AN ' MY FATHAH, AND BY THE WAY, MAH PARENTS 
ALSO DEALT IN ROOT WORK. BUT SHE TOLD US THAT SHE WAS ABOUT TO LEAVE THIS WICKED 
WORLD • • • TO PART [ DEPART] TO A BETTER LAND, AN ' THRU THIS SHE TOLD THEM THAT THE 
POWAHS IN HER WOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO ME. 

WILLIS Mr . Walkah were the powahs transf erred to all the sistahs and brothers 
or j ust yo ' ?  

WALKER NO, THE POWAHS WERE TRANSFERRED ONLY TO ME. NOW AH DO HAVE A SISTAH 
WHO CAN TELL FORTUNES, BUT THE POWAH OF THE WORK • • •  OF ROOT, WITCHCRAFT WERE ONLY 
TRANSFERRED TO ME. YO ' SEE WHEN MAH GRANDMOTHAH PASSED AWAY, IT HAS BEEN A 
MISTRY [MYSTERY ) TO EVERYONE. WE CALLED AN ' HAD THE UNDAHTAKAH TO COME AND GET 
HER BODY, BUT AFTAH EMBALMING THE BODY, IT DISAPPEARED FROM THE MORGUE. 

WILLIS Well , uh j ust  how did your gran' mo thah die of  old age or what ?  
WALKER NO, AH DON 'T THINK IT WAS OLD AGE • • •  THOUGH AT THE TIME OF HER DEATH 

SHE WAS NINETY-SIX YEAHS OLD. YO ' SEE SHE FORETOLD HER DEATH. AH THINK THE 
POWAH IN HER WAS GETTIN ' TOO STRONG FOR HER FEEBLE BODY. THIS IS WHY SHE TRANS-
FERRED THEM TO ME. THIS IS WHAT CAUSED HER DEATH. 

CUBBY Mr . Walkah , now j ust  a moment ago yo ' said that the undertakahs aftah 
comin ' an ' gett in '  yore grandmo thah , that he embalmed her an ' she disappeared . 
Explain that to me j us t  a little bit more . 

WALKER Well yo ' see no one knows where she disappeared . See her undertakah 
embalmed her , and the last thing they remembahed was that her p�t blackb ird flew 
into the funeral parlah someway . There were no doors or anythin ' open , but they 
saw the blackbird in ther e ,  an ' as they chased the bird , leaving her there on the 
tab l e ,  the bird suddenly disappeared , an ' my grandmo thah disappeared also . 

CUBBY Yo ' say the bird disappeared an ' your grandmothah also?  Well do yo ' 
think the bird probably ate your grandmothah up or  somethin ' ?  What , what, what 
do yo ' think about it?  

WALKER Wel l ,  ah don ' t think that the bird ate her up • • •  ah know, but this • • •  

is something ah can not reveal to yo ' .  
WILLIS But , excus e me a minute Mr . Walkah . Have yo ' evah s een this bird 

befo ' the t ime tha ' she disappeared? 
WALKER Oh yes • • •  the bird • • •  my grandmothah always kept along with her • • •  no 

mattah where she went . 
WILLIS Yes , Doctah. Exactly what kind of  b ird was it ? 
WALKER Have yo ' evah seen a b lackbird? If  yo ' have seen an owl it  was a 

combinat ion o f  a blackbird an ' a owl . [ Someone was experimenting with genes 
before genes were discovered ! ]  

CUBBY A combination of  a blackbird an ' an owl yo ' say? Are they , was it , 
ah mean how was it?  Ah mean was it , d id it have an owl ' s head or was it j ust 
mixed . Ah mean , ah guess ah would say its parent , one was a blackbird and the 
othah was an owl or somethin ' of this sort ? 

WALKER No , if yo ' take a bird • • •  an ' cut it down the centah , take one half , 
make it an owl , an ' the othah side a blackbird an ' put it togethah , then you 
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will have • • •  the type of  bird that ah speak of . 
CUBBY Well , was this bird , was this bird unknown in these days or was it  

frequent to s ee a bird like this o r  somethin ' of  this sort ? 
WALKER No , this is concurred [ unit ed ] only by mah grandmother [ she was the 

only person who could put two b irds together ] .  As ah told yo ' she had unnatural 
powahs . Powahs to do anythin ' she wanted to do . [HE BEGINS HERE TO MOAN AS HE 
TALKS AND HIS VOICE TREMBLES. ]  AH FEEL THE SPIRIT COMING OVAH ME • • •  AH MEAN 
THERE 'S EVIL HERE ! THEY 'RE TRICKERY • • •  SOMETHING IS WRONG! SOMETHING� SOMETHING 
IS WRONG! 

WILLIS How do you mean somethin ' is wrong? 
[Walker cont inues to moan and talk almos t  tearfully . ]  
CUBBY We ' re not trickin ' yo ' or anything . Ah mean as we explained to  yo ' 

befo ' , this is all l egitimate .  
WILL I S  That ' s , we  j ust  compiling some incidents that happened . 
WALKER NO� BUT THE SPIRIT TELLS ME� THAT I� I AM IN� AH CAN 'T EXPLAIN. [ Con

t inues to moan and talks almost tearfully . ]  
CUBBY AT THIS POINT WE 'RE GONNA HAVE TO JOURNEY BACK TO SARASOTA� AH 'M SORRY� 

TO PALMETTO WITH MR. WALKAH� HE FEELS THAT THE SPIRIT IS TELLIN ' HIM SOMETHIN ' .  
WE 'RE GOIN ' BA CK TO GET WITH HIS ASSISTANT� WHILE HE WARDS OFF THIS EVIL SPIRIT 
THAT IS COMIN ' OVAH US AT THIS TIME� WHICH HE SAYS THAT HE FEELS. SO WE 'LL BE 
BACK WITH YO ' AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE VOICE YO ' HEAR NOW IS THE VOICE OF 
CLARENCE CUBBY. WE 'RE BACK IN SARASOTA NOW AN ' IN� AH 'M SORRY� WE ' VE BACK IN 
PALMETTO� AH KEEP SAYING SARASOTA . BUT THE VOICE THAT YO ' HEAR NOW IS VERY� 
VERY DISTURBED� BECA USE AH JUST WITNESSED� WITNESSED SOMETHIN ' THAT AH NEVAH 
SEEN BEFO ' IN MAH LIFE. 

WILLIS [ Cannot understand words but sur ely something similar . ]  
CUBBY That ' s  true . 
WILLIS [ Again no t unders tandable . ] 
CUBBY BUT WHEN WE GOT BACK HERE MR. WALKAH HAD US TO COME BACK TO HIS HOME. 

AND HE CONSULTED WITH HIS ASSISTANT� WHICH BY THE WAY IS HIS SON. HE TOLD US 
TO WAIT HERE IN THE LIVIN ' ROOM� WHILE HE AND HIS SON WENT IN TO WARD OFF THESE 
EVIL SPIRITS. AN ' HE TOLD US WHILE HE WAS IN THE [ OTHER ] ROOM TO WATCH THE 
FLOWAHS. 

WILLIS "Watch the f lowahs ! "  He said , "Watch the flowahs ! "  
CUBBY "Just watch the flowahs tha t  are there in the livin ' room . " He g ive 

us no part iculah reason fo ' watchin ' them . 
WILLIS ALL THREE VASES� ALL THREE VASES. 
CUBBY ALL THREE VASES� TWO [ THREE VASES ] VASES OF FLOWAHS. ALL ASSORTMENT 

OF FLOWAHS. AN ' AS THEY WERE IN THIS [ OTHER ] ROOM WE COULD HEAR THEM MUMBLIN ' 
UH • • •  

WILLIS MEDITATIN ' .  
CUBBY TALKIN ' AND SPEAKIN ' .  SOUNDED LIKE DIFFERENT TONES OR SOMETHIN ' .  BUT 

THE MINUTE THEY FINISHED� THE VOICES� THE FLOWAHS ALL WILTED AN ' DIED! 
WILL I S AH COULDN 'T BELIEVE IT! 
CUBBY NOW� NOW� NOW THAT IS AMAZING! AH MEAN THIS IS THE FIRST TIME AH EVAH 

WITNESSED THAT! 
WILLI S WITH MAH OWN EYES ! 
CUBBY YEAH! So  right now b efo ' Mr . Walkah talks to us we ' re gonna have his 

son to say a few things to yo ' .  
WALKER ' S  SON Well , mah fathah, like he told yo ' from the beg innin ' ,  he has 

enormous powahs . He knew that somethin ' was wrong . 
CUBBY What? Ah mean could yo ' exp lain to us . Ah ' d  like to  know what was 

wrong . Ah mean, because he said that there was evil among us . Ah mean could 
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yo ' explain to us what was wrong? 
WALKER' S  SON No , ah can ' t .  
CUBBY Well , could yo ' explain to us about these flowahs? Why these  flowahs • • .  

WILLIS Withahed an ' d ied? 
WALKER' S SON B ecause  evil spirits carry a certain degree of envahment [ en

vironment ] against flowahs . No tice that in every home what has flowahs that 
stand up beautiful , the family is happy an ' the family is prospahous . 

CUBBY So in othah words you ' re sayin ' that if you ' re happy then you ' re 
evil? That only evil people are happy? 

WALKER ' S  SON No . 
CUBBY Well , will yo ' ansah this ques t ion fo ' me? Do your family s eem to be 

a happy family? 
WALKER ' S SON Yes , mah family ' s  happy . 
WILLIS Tell me this now. What would have happened if the flowahs didn ' t 

wither while yo ' were meditatin ' ? Would anythin ' wrong of God [ unclear ] ?  
WALKER' S  SON He was s erious • • •  
WALKER [ Seeing his son in trouble comes in . ] Wait , son, let me explain that . 

Yo ' s ee ,  when yo ' cast out evil somethin ' mus t die . There was life and there was 
evil . Thos e  flowahs were life . Tho s e  evil spirits that followed us here , leave 
in the life of those flowahs • • •  

CUBBY [ Tries to speak . ] 
WALKER • • •  evil • • •  [ interrupted by Willis . ] 
CUBBY Mr . Walkah • • •  Wait j us t  a minute Charles [Wil lis ] let him [Walker ] 

f inish . 
WALKER As ah said , if either o f  yo ' had been evil , yo ' would b e  d ead now . 
CUBBY Yo ' mean when yo ' ward off  an evil spirit that whatevah • • •  
WILLIS I s  alive • • •  

CUBBY And evil is dead ? 
WILLIS Well , wel l ,  can yo ' t el l  me this? Suppose that those flowahs were 

not in the house? 
WALKER Yo ' say suppose the flowahs would not a [ have ] been in the house ,  

is that correct? 
WILLIS Y es ,  I mean you said somethin ' mus t  die . S eems to me if the flowers 

weren ' t in the hous e • • •  oh , oh but you said if there ' s  an evil among us we might 
die.  But not b eing evil we would have s tayed? Would that be right?  

WALKER [ Talks very sof t ly . ] That correct . UH, AH AM FEELIN ' • • •  A MESSAGE 
IT 'S COMIN ' TO ME NOW! LET MAH SON TALK WITH YO ' A MINUTE. [ The doctor tries 
to get away a few minutes to think . ] 

CUBBY WELL JUST, JUST A MINUTE NOW. BEFO ' ,  BEFO ' YO ' SAY ANYTHING MR. 
WALKAH AH 'D LIKE TO KNOW A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT HIS, THESE FLOWAHS. [MR. 
WALKER GOT OUT OF THE ROOM TOO FAST! ] YOUR FATHAH JUST SAID, THAT IF EVIL HAD 
BEEN IN US WE WOULD HAVE DIED. YET WHEN WE HAD HIM IN SARASOTA, NOW [AT THAT 
TIME] HE SAID THERE WERE EVIL SPIRITS AMONG US, YET WHEN WE COME BACK TO THE 
HOUSE THE FLOWAHS DIED. THE FLOWAHS WERE NOT WITH US IN THE CAR. SO CAN YO ' 
EXPLAIN THIS? AH MEAN WHAT, WHAT HAPPENED? THIS, THIS UH, THIS, THIS, THIS 
THING BUGS ME. YOU KNOW IT, IT 'S GOT ME A LITTLE LEARY BECAUSE AH DON 'T UNDER-
STAND NOW • • •  [MR. CUBBY IS VERY MUCH UPSET! ]  

WILLIS [TRIES TO SPEAK BUT IS TOO NERVOUS. ] 
CUBBY Yeah . How, uh , the sp irits , the evil spirits  or whatevah it was , was 

among us and we d idn ' t have the flowahs with us ? Why did the flowahs die? 
WALKER ' S  SON L ike mah fathah to ld yo ' ,  when yo ' re castin '  out evil spirits 

somethin ' must die . 
CUBBY Well , why did it have to b e  the flowahs ? Why couldn' t it , why couldn ' t  
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it , why couldn ' t it have been a ,  a cat or snake or dog or somethin ' ?  
WILLIS  Y eah , why did it have to be  that?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yo ' might have known and noticed that in every garden of res t 

[ cemetery? ] there ' s  always flowahs . 
CUBBY Oh yeah ! That ' s  correct . Well , in o thah words , flowahs , yo ' think ,  

a h  mean a h  don ' t wanna t o  • • •  

WILLIS In o thah words a spirit , some type of  sp irit dwells in flowahs . Is  
that what yo ' re sayin ' ? 

CUBBY Or are yo ' sayin ' flowahs is a symbo l of  d eath or somethin ' ?  
WILLIS Yeah . 
CUBBY What are yo ' really sayin ' ? Will yo ' explain a little  bit , little 

bet tah for us ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Ah ' m  s ayin ' that flowahs is a symbo l o f  l ife an ' death . 
CUBBY Oh , of life an'  dea th .  
WALKER' S  SON Mm hm .  Yo ' g ive flowahs t o  people who are s ick . Yo ' g ive 

f lowahs to tho s e  who have gone to res t .  
WILLIS Ah b eliev e ,  ah believe kinda of  f lowahs a s  immortal . I n  othah words 

yo ' re sayin ' flowahs is  some sort of  a word of  God .  S ome rel igions symbol of 
God . 

WALKER' S  SON Oh, no ah wouldn ' t  say that . 
WALKER [ Suddenly returns to waiting room .  This lat t er was certainly wired 

so  that he could lis ten to  the conversation within . P erhaps it was actually re
corded . An intercommunication sys t em ,  legal or ill egal is almos t  a safety meas
ure for any well-known palmis t  and o thers alone with al l sorts of strangers . To 
yell for help may not be pos s ib l e .  Evid ently Walker thought his s o n  need ed help . ] 

Well [ says Doator Walker ] let me • • •  int erc ed e  here a minute .  The reason those  
flowahs died was that someone associa t ed with this evil spirit is a great lover 
of f lowahs . Ah d id not return the sp irit of death on them .  Ah returned the 
spirit of death on the source that was closest to them .  

CUBBY Yo ' returned it  to , yo ' said ,  yo ' return the spell t o  that which was 
c los est to them? And you say they are a lover of flowahs . So what you are say
ing is that , uh • • •  

WILLIS Will all dere flowahs wither too or • • •  I mean at dere house? 
WALKER Yes . That was to get it  back from whence it came . 
WILLIS Now , Mr . Walkah , what about the flowahs that is growing , that is 

roo t ed in the ground? At the part iculah frame of  heal th? S ee Doatah? 
WALKER No . Yo ' see  ah warded off  this evil . It  was no t a strong evil , 

therefore all o f  the cut flowahs d ied . 
CUBBY Wait j ust a minute ! Wai t  j us t  a minute ! Ah think this tape is runnin ' 

a little low on this s id e  so we gonna close out side one of  the interview with 
Mr . Walkah. An ' uh before we close out Mr . Walkah ah want yo ' on the othah s ide 
o f  the tap e ,  on s ide two , to g ive us some exper ienc e yo ' ve had in root work.  An ' 
we want to briefly interview your son about how he got into the work - on s ide 
two . So  at this time we gonna turn ovah the tape to s id e  two and continue this 
interview with Doatah Z emah Walkah and his son , which [who ] will no t reveal his 
f irst  name to us . [ "This tape ends with very strange  noises . No t sure what : 
large animal growls?  traff ic? maybe j ust machine nois e but very s trange , "  s ays 
transcriber . ] 

CUBBY The voice you hear now is the vo ice of  Clarence Cubby . WE 'RE ON SIDE 
TWO OF THIS TAPE WITH THE INTERVIEW OF DOCTAH WALKAH AN '  HIS SON. WE WON 'T BE 
ABLE TO GET "DOCTAH" WALKAH HIMSELF ON THIS SIDE OF THE TAPE, BECAUSE HE JUST 
HAD A RUSH OF PEOPLE TO COME IN WHO WANTED TO GO INTO CONSULTATION WITH HIM! 
[THE DANGER SIGNAL HAD BEEN GIVEN BEFORE "DOCTOR" WALKER HAD LEFT HIS CONSULTA-
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TION ROOM! ] But we do  have his son here whom we  w i l l  speak to  an ' f ind o u t  how 
did he get into the work , an ' the work that he has done an ' things like this . 
So the voic es that yo ' hear again is the voice of C larence Cubby , the o thah con
tact man, Mr . Charles Willis , and Doctah Walkah ' s  son , whom we can ' t reveal his , 
get to revea l  his f irst name , becaus e he is a s tudent in high school , and he r e
fus es to be r evea led . S o  at this time , Mr . Walkah we ' d  like fo ' yo ' to tell us 
how yo ' got s tart ed in the work an ' a little about the work and t hings of this 
sort . So in your own way would • • •  

WILLIS A f ew incidents , at least a f ew p eop l e you run a servic e for , we ' d  
like to know something that yo ' d id to help? 

CUBBY So at this t ime it ' s  all yours . 
WALKER ' S  SON EVERYTHIN ' THAT AH KNOW, IT WAS TAUGHT TO ME BY MAH FATHAH. 

BUT AH WAS BORN WITH A VEIL ON MAH FACE AN ' AH POSSESS POWAHS OF MAH OWN. 
CUBBY Yo ' say yo ' were born with a veil on your face? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY OH YES. WHAT TYPE OF POWAHS DO YO ' HA VE? 
WALKER ' S  SON POWAH? WOULD YO ' LIKE FO ' ME TO BLIND YO ' RIGHT NOW? 
CUBBY BLIND ME? NO, NO, NO, DEFINITELY NOT. DEFINITELY NOT. [LAUGHS. ] 
WILLIS ONLY WANT TO KNOW WHAT KIND OF POWAHS YO ' GOT. [LAUGHS. ] 
CUBBY AH MEAN YO ' DON 'T HAVE TO REVEAL THE POWAH TO ME. AH WOULDN 'T LIKE TO 

BE BLIND. [LAUGHS. ] BUT YO ' DO HAVE THE POWAH TO BLIND PEOPLE AND THINGS OF 
THIS SORT? 

WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY Now let me ask yo ' a quest ion right here then.  Have yo ' evah used 

your powahs fo ' evil? Or do yo ' use ' em  j us '  fo ' good to help people? 
WALKER ' S  SON Fo ' good . 
CUBBY Only f o ' good ? 
WALKER 1 S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Oh ! 
WILLIS Well,  excus e me , Mis tah Walkah . Ah was tol ' fo ' peopl e tha ' was born 

with veils could see spirit , is tha ' true? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes , it ' s  tru e .  
CUBBY Have yo ' evah seen any spirits ?  
WALKER ' S  SON O h  • • •  qui t e  a f ew .  
WILLIS Ah mean , what form are they in , mean do yo ' s ee ' em a s  animals or o r  

some kind o '  form yo ' s ee in s torybook or what?  
WALKER ' S  SON No , yo ' s ee s p irits of people by wha ' yo ' thought o '  them when 

they was here .  If  yo ' thought o '  a f ellah a s  bein ' d irty a s  a dog , perhap s yo ' 
may see him as a dog . 

CUBBY Oh yeah . Wel l ,  that maybe • • •  

WILLIS Tell me this . At any time that yo ' s een a sp irit can yo ' recognize 
the person from tha ' form? Is tha ' pos s ible? 

WALKER ' S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well , t ell me this . Now yo ' said somethin ' about yo ' thought o '  a 

p erson as bein '  as dirty as a dog yo ' might s ee them as a dog . Wel l ,  do they 
have a human face? Do they have their r egulah face an ' a dog ' s  body or do they 
have a dog face an ' yo ' j us '  know tha ' s  them? 

WALKER ' S  SON He was righ t .  He has the face of a human an ' the body of a dog . 
CUBBY Have yo ' evah s een anyone as a dog ? 
WALKER ' S  SON No , ah haven' t .  
WILLIS Wel l ,  can yo ' talk to these sp irits in a type o '  way? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yo ' communicate with ' em , yes . 
CUBBY Now, b efo ' we go  too far ah wanna ask yo ' about somethin ' .  Have yo ' 
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evah, l et ' s  see,  tha ' would be your great-grandmothah then . Would tha ' b e  his 
great grandmothah? Yo ' know his fathah ' s  grandmothah? [ Quest ion direct ed to 
Wil lis . ]  

WILLIS 
CUBBY 

spirit ? 

His fathah ' s grandmothah , his great-grandmothah . 
Yeah , yeah . Well have yo ' evah seen your great-grandmo thah in a 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes , ah have . 
CUBBY Wel l ,  how did she come to yo ' ?  
WALKER ' S  SON As a b ird . 
CUBBY As a b ird ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Oh ! hm .  Wel l ,  well we won ' t dwell on this too much . We gonna l et yo ' 

go ahead at your own way an ' t el l  us some , some • • •  
WILLIS S ome o '  the incidents .  
CUBBY Some o '  the experiences you ' ve had? 
WILLIS In this work. 
CUBBY An ' the things  tha ' yo ' have done fo ' people ,  because yo ' know, as yo ' 

fathah explain to us , tha ' yo ' had done a lot o '  his work.  An ' yo ' say yours elf 
tha ' yo ' have powah , so we wish tha ' yo ' would tell us a few o '  the thin ' s ,  tell 
us anythin ' yo ' want , know about , yo ' want us to know about the work. 

WALKER ' S  SON Well , there ' s  a couple o '  thin ' tha ' ah can ' t r eveal , but ah 
tell yo ' one s ervice tha ' ah rendahed . A lady came t o  see mah fathah an' he 
wasn ' t  here .  By me being his ass is tant , ah rendahed the service mahs elf . She 
had a probl em  about her husban ' . He would get paid , he wouldn ' come home , an ' 
he stayed out with a certain woman, day in an ' day out . So aftah hearin ' the 
lady ' s  s tory , ah tol ' her to go an ' get the liver of a cat . 

CUBBY Yo ' said the l ivah of a cat ? Why did it  have to be a cat? 
WALKER ' S  SON Jus ' like ah tol ' yo ' at the b eg innin '  there are c ertain thin ' s 

tha ' can ' t be revealed . 
CUBBY All right , okay . 
WALKER ' S  SON An' she brought this cat livah to me . Ah kept i t  fo ' three 

days . 
CUBBY Yo ' kep t it fo ' three days ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . An '  af tah she came an ' picked it up , she kept it fo ' 

three days in her freezah . 
CUBBY Mm .  She had to keep it , she had to keep it three days?  
WALKER ' S  SON Y es . 
CUBBY Now , ah no t ice  yo ' said tha ' yo ' kept it fo ' three days f irs ' , an ' she 

kept it fo '  three days? Was this all part  of , was this necessary? • • •  

WALKER ' S  SON Quit e  necessary - quit e ,  quit e �  necessary . 
CUBBY Oh yeah ! All right . 
WALKER ' S  SON An ' she went an ' bought some pork livah . 
CUBBY Did yo ' hav e ,  did yo ' t ell  ' er to do this ? Did yo ' have her to buy it? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes , ah did . 
CUBBY Oh , yes ! [ These two words can be sounded in many ways ! ]  
WALKER' S  SON An ' ah had her • • •  ah had her to cut • • •  to take this cat livah an ' 

.ate gravy - make gravy . An ' s immah the gravy fo ' three minutes . 
CUBBY Well lemme ,  b efo ' yo ' go  on any furthah with your s tory . Now ah no

ticed everythin' is go in ' in thr ee ' s .  
YALKER ' S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Uh would yo ' care to  explain t o  us why everythin ' had to be in three ' s .  

Ah see yo '  said yo ' kep t the eat ' s  livah fo ' three days an ' she kept  it fo ' three 
darB· Yo' bad ' er to make gravy out o '  this cat livah an ' s tmmah it f o '  three , 
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three , wha ' yo ' say ,  three minutes ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well now , this pork livah tha ' she bought . Wha ' was the purpose o '  

this pork livah? Wha ' she do with this?  
WALKER ' S  SON She  use  the pork livah to help make the gravy an ' to covah up 

this cat livah . 
CUBBY Oh yes , well did she cook the pork livah? 
WALKER ' S  SON Three minutes . 
CUBBY Oh, she cooked the pork l ivah f o '  three minu t es too? 
WALKER 1 S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well with this done , well did she cook the pork livah with the cat 

livah or cook the cat livah s epretly [ separately ] . 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes she did • • •  she cooked it tuhgethah . 
CUBBY Oh she cook it togethah . All right , go ahead , ah didn ' t mean to in

t errup t yo ' .  But ah was j us '  tryin'  to get uh • • •  An '  aftah makin ' this gravy , 
which she simmahed fo ' three minutes , she was to feed it to him every third day .  

WALKER ' S  SON Every third day . 
CUBBY Oh yes . 
WALKER ' S SON Mm hm .  Well , she went accordin ' to wha ' ah had tol ' ' er .  Ah 

even explained to ' er wha ' was gonna happen ovah a per iod of f ourteen day . 
CUBBY Ovah a period of  fourteen days . 
WALKER ' S  SON An ' aftah fourt een days seven mor e  days was to follow in accord

in ' . 
CUBBY Uh huh . 
WALKER ' S  SON Which is twenty-one days .  An ' there is three s evens in twenty-

one. 
CUBBY That ' s  correct . 
WALKER ' S  SON Uh huh . 
CUBBY Wel l ,  what d id happen? What d id happen? 
WILLIS Yeah . 
WALKER ' S  SON Her husban ' , each day tha ' she would f eed this to him,  he b egan 

to g et smallah an' smallah an' weak, in his s i z e .  
CUBBY O h  yes . 
WILLIS Well d id he , d id he s top runnin ' aroun ' or j us '  what? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . S eems as dough [ though ] he r ealized tha ' wha ' he done was 

wrong . 
WILLIS Well , did he  evah r egain tha ' weight ?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
WILLIS ' Cause ah know yo ' remembah yo ' said yo ' d id no evil to people , yo ' 

only did good . 
CUBBY Wel l ,  well when did he r egain his weight? 
WALKER ' S  SON Aftah twenty-one days ! ! !  [What a clever answer ! ]  
CUBBY Oh yes , af tah de twenty-one days . 
WALKER 1 S SON Mm hm .  
CUBBY Well , uh Mis tuh Walkah , yore fathah to l '  u s  tha ' as Mistah Wi llis was 

sayin' ,  yo ' did no evil , yet yo ' took weight off o '  this man an ' yo ' took, took 
everythin ' .  He had it pretty rough with this . What was the purpose o '  doin '  
this ? If this , if this wasn ' t  evil then • • •  explain it to me a little b ettah . Ah 
mean, ah can' t get an ' undahs tandin '  o '  wha ' yo ' re sayin ' becaus e • • •  

WALKER ' S  SON This wasn ' t  do in ' him any type o '  harm. This was tryin ' to help 
h im .  

CUBBY O h ,  helping . him . Save his family . 
WALKER ' S  SON Save his family . 
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CUBBY Well in your experiences have yo ' evah done harm to anyone? Have any
one evah come to yo ' to put evil spells on peopl e? Have they come fa ' yo ' to 
remove evil spells? 

WALKER ' S  SON Remove . 
CUBBY Oh, that ' s  all yo ' do is remove evil spells?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Yo '  don ' cas t any? 
WALKER ' S  SON No . 
CUBBY Well now , wha ' would yo ' think of  a person that come to yo ' fo '  yo ' 

to blind anothah person . When yo ' say yo ' have this powah to blind somebody? 
Would yo ' ,  would yo ' bl ind them? 

WALKER ' S  SON No . 
CUBBY Yo ' would not ?  
WALKER ' S SON No . 
CUBBY Well , could yo ' remove this blindness from a person? Like yo ' tal ' 

me j us '  now when ah ask yo ' uh about yore powahs . Yo ' ask me would ah like fo ' 
yo ' to blind me . Could yo ' remove this bl indness from me if yo ' put it on me? 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes ah could . 
CUBBY Would it take a few seconds or would it take a period o f  t ime? 
WALKER ' S  SON A period of  t ime .  
CUBBY A period o f  t ime . 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY But yet yo ' could remove it?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well , ah don ' think ah want yo ' to blind me . Ah think maybe • • •  

[ Laughs . ]  
WILLIS 
CUBBY 
WILLIS 
CUBBY 

Walkah? 

Ah wouldn ' t wanna try it . [Laughs . ]  
Oh , why don ' t yo ' let him blind yo ' ,  Mr . Willis ?  [ Laughs . ]  

No . [All laugh . ] 
Well is there anythin ' else tha ' yo ' would like to tell us Mis tah 

WALKER ' S  SON No , ah ' ve gone as far as ah can . Ah would really like to  help 
yo ' a little more , but ah have went as far as ah am permitted to  go . 

CUBBY Well , uh bein ' s tha ' your fathah ' s  in consultat ion with othah people 
now , do yo ' think tha ' it would be possible if we could interview him again an ' 
get a deepah undahs tandin ' ?  • •  An '  wha ' we would really like to  find out ,  maybe  
yo ' could tell  us , if  yo ' get  yore fathah ' s permission ,  yo ' know . The things 
he has done , ah mean . Yo ' know some o '  the things tha ' he has done , don ' t yo ' ,  
in his work? 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY How long have yo ' been workin ' as your father ' s  assis tant? About ten 

years?  
WALKER' S SON Yes . 
CUBBY How old are yo ' now? 
WALKER ' S  SON Ah ' m  nineteen .  
CUBBY You ' re ninet een? So at the age o f  nine years yo ' s tarted? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well how do yo ' feel about this work? Do yo ' think , since yo ' ve been 

workin ' in it , do yo '  think tha ' root work has changed very much or has no t 
changed at  all? 

WALKER ' S SON Yes it has changed . 
CUBBY It has changed? 
WALKER ' S SON Yes . 
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CUBBY Is it fo ' the good or the bad? 
WALKER ' S  SON Fo ' the good . 
CUBBY Fo ' the good? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY MR. WILLIS, WOULD YO ' LIKE TO ASK HIM SOMETHIN ' ?  
WILLIS NO, AH WAS STILL THINKIN ' MORE ABOUT THOSE FLOWAHS. IN FACT AH 'M 

THINKIN ' BOUT THOSE FLOWAHS. [EVERYONE LAUGHS. ] 
CUBBY WELL, AH MEAN AH AM CONCERNED ABOUT THOSE TOO. 
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WILLIS AH WANNA TALK TO HIM AGAIN. AH REALLY CAN 'T UNDERSTAN ' THOSE FLOWAHS. 
THAT 'S WHAT 'S GOT ME. 

[ Somewhere in HOODOO we have another flower tr ick , f lowers spring up out s ide 
a house overnight .  This too happened in Missis sipp i ,  see Index . ] 

CUBBY Well  look anyhow , while ah ' m  talkin ' to yo ' here .  We want to g ive yo ' 
a little token of , let ' s  see , appreciat ion fo ' yore time , so ah guess we , let ' s  
s ee .  Wha ' should we give him , a l i t t l e  token of his , yo ' know fo ' the t ime we • • •  

WILL I S  Well , ah give him the • • •  give him tha ' . 
CUBBY Okay tha ' s good . We ' ll • • •  here ' s a l i t t l e  token fo ' yo ' .  An ' we ' ll 

g ive your fa thah a l i t t l e  s omet hin ' .  An ' we would like to int erview yo ' some 
o thah t ime . 

WILLIS AH 'M STILL THINKIN ' ABOUT THOSE FLOWAHS. 
CUBBY AH, AH 'M FLABBAHGASTED RIGHT NOW. AH, AH 'M WONDAHRING HAVE YO ' EVAH, 

LEMME ASK YO ' ONE OTHAH QUESTION BEFO ' WE, BEFO ' WE CLOSE THIS OUT. HA VE YO ' 
EVAH HEARD YOUR FATHAH TALK ABOUT YOUR GRANDMOTHAH? AH KNOW HE SAID THA ' SHE 
DISAPPEARED AN '  THE BIRD DISAPPEAHED, AN '  THEY ' VE  NEVAH LOCATED HER OR ANYTHIN ' .  
HA VE THEY EVAH, YO ' KNOW, SEEN HER IN A VISION OR ANYTHIN ' OF THIS SORT? 

WALKER ' S SON THEY HAVE LOCATED THE BIRD. 
CUBBY THEY LOCATED THE BIRD? 
WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY WELL, DO YO ' Kl!IOW WHERE THEY LOCATED THE BIRD? AH MEAN IS THE BIRD 

STILL ALIVE ? 
WALKER ' S  SON NO HE 'S NOT. 
CUBBY WELL, HOW DO YO ' KNOW THIS IS THE SAME BIRD? 
WALKER ' S  SON WELL BY THIS LITTLE RING THA ' MAH GRANDMOTHAH, GREAT- GRANDMOTHAH 

AH SHOULD SAY, HAD ON THE LEG OF THE BIRD. 
CUBBY AH YES. 
WILL I S  UH HUH. 
CUBBY VERY GOOD. THIS WAS HOW THEY IDENTIFIED IT? WELL, WHERE DID THEY FIND 

THE BIRD? 
WALKER ' S SON WELL, HE WAS ON AN OUTHOUSE. AN ' AH GUESS YO ' KNOW WHA ' THEY IS? 
CUBBY OH YES, WE KNOW WHA ' A OUTHOUSE IS. [LAUGHS. ] 
WALKER '  S SON UH HUH. 
CUBBY WELL, WELL TELL ME THIS • • •  YOUR FATHAH TOL ' US EARLIAH THA ' THIS BIRD 

WAS HALF AN ' HALF. HE WAS HALF BLACK BIRD AN ' HALF OWL, AN '  THA ' YOUR GRAND-
MOTHAH MADE THE BIRD. HAD YO ' EVAH SEEN THE BIRD BEFO ' THEN? 

WALKER ' S  SON NO. 
CUBBY HAD YO ' EVAH SEEN A PICTURE OF HIM OR ANYTHIN ' ?  
WALKER '  S SON YES. 
CUBBY DO YO ' ALL HA VE A PICTURE OF THIS? 
WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY UH WELL AH WAS WONDAHRIN ' .  NOW WE, WE UH • • •  

WILLIS [Words not clear . ] 
CUBBY THEY HAVE A PICTURE OF IT. 
WILLIS ARE YO ' ALLOWED TO SHOW THA ' PICTURE TO ANYONE? 
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WALKER 1 S SON NO. 
WILLIS A H  SURE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT. 
CUBBY AH WOULD TOO. 
WILLIS AH WONDAH., WOULD YOUR FATHAH PROB 'LY LET US SEE THE PICTURE? 
WALKER ' S  SON NO. 
CUBBY YO ' HAVE SEEN THE PICTURE THOUGH YOURSELF? 
WALKER 1 S SON YES. MANY TIMES. 
[ Mixed species of animals of  course is an ancient theme , the mermaid for ex

ample :  lower body of f ish, upper body of woman. And anyone brought up on fairy 
tales knows that a wicked witch use to change a prince into a frog , whose  only 
chance of resuming his own shape was to f ind a girl who would fall in love with 
him.  But to create a b ird , one half of it  owl and the other half of it black
bird , with the d ividing l ine running down from the center of  the head to b etween 
the feet - this is something for the geneticist s of the future . I suggest that 
our imposs ible bird is a known folk- tale theme or a theme in the process of b eing 
created . Mr . Cubby suggests  why the bird r everted to a blackbird . I suggest the 
blackb ird was a tame crow kept in the house and the owl remaining wild lived in 
the attic of this large house ,  and gossip did the res t .  O r  - heaven forbid - the 
docto'l" may have manufactured the tale .  ] 

CUBBY This would • • •  Well look man, wouldn ' t  he int erview with the Rev . Mistah 
Hyatt , who we ' re workin ' fo ' , the gentleman who is comp iling this informat ion fo ' 
the book, as we explained to  your fathah? But we would l ike very much if yo ' 
would talk to your fathah about it • • •  

WILL I S  Interviewing by Mr . Hyat t . 
CUBBY Yeah , ah wish he would approve of  talkin ' to Mr . Hyatt . Ah mean ex

plain to him tha ' poss ibly they have thin ' s ,  yo ' know, of  interest tha ' he could 
t ell Mis tah Hyatt . An ' we could no t ,  we wouldn ' t  think to covah . Ah mean be
caus e he ' s  very much more experienced in this than we are , 

WILLIS True.  
CUBBY Yo ' know, he could ask him thin ' s .  Yo ' know he could ask • • •  
WILLIS We wouldn' t  know what to ask • • •  

CUBBY Because yo ' know Mr . Willis hims elf is a root doctah . [ Author Hyatt 
doubted this . ] Did yo ' know that? 

WALKER ' S  SON No , ah d idn ' t .  [See Wil lis or Charles material in his later 
interview. ] 

CUBBY Well , he is a root doctah himself . An ' this , about this pictur e .  Ah 
mean ah' m  sure Mistah Hyatt would nevah reveal seein ' it , if your fathah would 
let him s ee it . Ah mean, ah ' m  sure he would be very much interest ed in seein ' 
it . Wel l ,  do yo ' think yo ' prob ' ly could talk to him? An ' see what he would 
say an ' get in touch with me? Yo ' know mah phone numbah an ' everythin ' ,  tha ' s 
correct ?  

WALKER ' S SON Yes , ah ' ll talk to mah fathah . 
CUBBY Well , ah guess we bettah clos e this tape out now, b ecause we j ust 

about covahed all we could , cause without your fathah now, him in consultat ion 
an ' everythin ' ,  ah don ' t think there ' s  anythin ' else  we could covah . [Yet here 
at the very end came a surpris e ! ] 

WALKER ' S  SON YO ' WAS ASKIN ' ME ABOUT THE BIRD., WHEN THEY FOUND HIM. 
CUBBY Yes ? 
WALKER ' S  SON WHEN THEY FOUND HIM HE WAS A BLA CKBIRD. 
CUBBY AH., HE WAS A COMPLETE BLACKBIRD THEN? 
WALKER ' S SON COMPLETELY BLACK. 
CUBBY WELL WAIT A MINUTE NOW. HAD HE CHANGED TO A COMPLETE BLACKBIRD? 
WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
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CUBBY THERE WAS NO HALF AN ' HALF OF HIM ANYMO ' ?  
WALKER ' S  SON HE WAS A COMPLETE LITTLE BLACKBIRD WITH OWL FEET. 
WILLIS WHA ' , WHA ' COLAH WAS HE? 
CUBBY YEAH? 
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WALKER ' S  SON HE WAS HALF BLACK OF BLACKBIRD. THE OTHAH HALF WAS BROWN, WITH 
A DARK TAN LIKE AN OWL . 

CUBBY NOW THA ' S  AMA ZIN ' . NOW HE HAD TURNED TO A COMPLETE BLACKBIRD YOU SAY? 
WILLIS IN OTHAH WORDS HE HAD LOST HIS OWL FORM? HE HAD LOST THA ' FORM OF AN 

OWL COMPLETELY? 
WALKER ' S  SON YEAH. 
WILLIS WELL, NOW WAIT A MINUTE, WAIT JUST A MINUTE. IF YO ' THINK BACK NOW. 

AH REMEMBAH YOUR FATHAH SAID THAT YOUR GRANDMOTHAH DIED RIGHT AFTAH SHE TRANS
FERRED HER POWAHS TO HIM? 

WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY AN ' THIS BIRD, AN ' OWL IS WISE. YO ' KNOW THA ' DON ' T  YO ' ?  
WALKER ' S SON YEAH. 
CUBBY SO POSSIBLY HIS GRANDMOTHAH MUST HAVE LOST HER WISENESS WHEN SHE TRANS-

FERRED IT TO HIM. AN ' THIS IS WHY THE BIRD, YO ' THINK THIS IS WHY THE BIRD • • •  

WILLIS WHY THE BIRD LOST HIS OTHAH FORM? 
CUBBY • • •  LOST HIS FORM [AS ] AN OWL ?  
WALKER ' S SON YES. 
CUBBY Ah yes . Well look, yo ' talk to your fathah fo ' me an ' here ' s  a l it

tle somethin ' els e [ extra money ] fo ' yo ' .  An ' yo ' talk to your fathah an ' we ' ll 
get back in contact with yo ' . An ' would yo ' give this ,  this to your fathah also ? 
Give this to  him [money for father ' s  part in int erview] . 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY An ' uh the othah [money previously g iven] is f o ' yo ' .  A l it tle token 

of appreciation fo ' this . An ' yo ' talk to him an ' yo ' g ive me a call any t ime , 
day or night . An ' let me know if he ' ll talk to Mis tah Hyat t .  Ah would like very 
much fo ' him to uh talk to Mis tah Hyatt ,  ' cause  he [ your father ] could t ell him a 
lot more thin ' s an ' he [ Hyatt ] could f ind out more than we can , because the ques
t ion tha ' we would prob ' ly ask him wouldn ' t  be of very much interest to people . 
An ' like ah say b efo ' , Mr . Hyat t would know wha ' would be of interest ,  an ' ah 
mean wha ' would be important things to ask. So at this t ime we gonna close out 
this tape an'  the interview with Doctah Zemah Walkah an ' with his son , who we 
j us t  interviewed on this side . So this is the vo ice of C larence Cubby an ' the 
vo ice of contact man Charles Willis closing out s ide two of the tape of the in
terview of Doctah Walkah an ' his son in Palmetto , Florida . 

CUBBY AND CHARLES AND I DISCUSS WALKER 

HYATT This is j us t  a comment about the cassette you made on Doctor Walker . 
You did that Friday?  

CUBBY Friday , yes . 
HYATT Friday night [when I listened to the tape ] I thought it was extremely 

interest ing . Now what I did Sunday when I left here [ Cubby ' s  home ] I took a nap 
for about an hour , then I started to listen to this cas s et t e  and a half and I 
transcribed it roughly . There are places where you have to go back sometimes 
two times and play it to get the exact wording and where the end was a litt le 
bit weak. I think we can get all the words . I was very much interested at that 
place where all of a sudden he [Walker ] saw the sp irits ,  very dramat ically , you 
see .  The sp ir its  are beginning to bother him, he smelled trickery and that sort 
of thing . Now, do you think that was a part of the busines s to get you back to 
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the house to try that f lower trick? 
CUBBY I think very much so . 
HYATT Wel l ,  what do you think about it  Charles ? 
CHARLES OR WILLIS Ah think it wus . 
HYATT You think it was ?  
CHARLES Ah think it was j us ' t o  get u s  to g o  back t o  the hous e to watch the 

flowahs . 
CUBBY Actually I think what it wus , at j us '  about that po in ' he had found 

we were bein '  truthful wit ' im . 
HYATT I see .  [ Birds ( sparrows ) can be heard chirp ing loudly in background . 

Thes e were in the c eilingless front porch . ] 
CUBBY An ' there wus no longer any need to continue to invest igat e us , yo ' 

know . I guess he felt he • • •  gained confidence wit us . This wus the po int where 
we went back to the house . The guy was re ' ly [ really] well he seemed re ' ly ,  
r e ' ly • • •  I dunno , how yo ' say when the spirit r e ' ly come over yo ' ,  yo ' know when 
yore eyes rol l back. 

HYATT Well he put on a good act what ever it was . You f elt  he was rea l ly 
s eeing sp irits or felt them or something of that sor t ?  

CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT I think you also put on a good ac t although it was very sincere . You 

got a lit t l e  bit ho t under the co llar . Didn ' t he? [ As king Charles . ]  He d idn ' t 
like for him to say he was trying to  trick him .  I thought it was very good , 
d idn ' t you? 

CHARLE S  Yeah , yeah . 
HYATT What did you think of the situat ion at that time? Of course ,  I didn ' t 

see the man . What did he look l ike? 
CUBBY Oh , he was a lit tle short , dark-complected man . He seemed very f ierce 

looking . He looked like he had lived a rough l if e .  He had cuts and scrapes on 
his face and he was dressed wit a b lack tam on ' is head - looked like a tam.  

HYATT Like a what ? 
CUBBY A tam, yo ' know these hat s  yo ' pull down on the s ide of the head . 
HYATT On the side of the head . Something like a beret ? What do you call 

them? 
CUBBY Like a beret , yes . 
HYATT Yes , a beret or something of that sort . 
CUBBY Then I think it was a big di ' mon ' [ diamond ] look like a d i ' mon ' -

might have been cut glass . [ Static here . I think Mr . Cubby is descr ib ing a 
ring Walker was wearing . ]  He was dressed - I would say he was dressed rather 
expens ively . He had a black s ilk suit on,  black shirt an ' white t ie ,  his b lack 
beret an ' everythin ' . He was really somethin ' to s ee .  

HYATT D o  you think h e  was try ing t o  look pro fess ional - like a pro fess ional 
man? 

CUBBY I think he was try in ' to look more ,  let ' s  see,  I say a little more 
exclus ive-like ,  yo ' know. Like he was way up in the worl ' , l ike he was someone 
who almos t owns the worl ' .  

HYATT I see . 
CUBBY He wore the best o f  everythin ' .  Everythin ' he had on was s ilk j us t  

about , 
HYATT 
CUBBY 

Oh,  good , good . 
Look like he was experienced , he was makin ' a pret ty good l ivin ' at 

whatevah he was do in' . 
HYATT I see .  Do you feel • • •  now , there toward the end , people came , he had 

t o  see them and you talked to the son,  his son s t il l  in high s chool .  Do you 
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think tho s e  people • • •  that it was planned for them to come while you were ther e 
or do ·you think they ac tua lly came? 

CUBBY We dis cuss ed this , Charles and I ,  on the way back. I think they had 
thes e peop le already scheduled for thes e  hour s and he knew this but he wanted us 
to be to the hous e j us ' to  see the flock that was comin ' . Jus ' to see that he 
had • • • 

HYATT Other people  coming . 
CUBBY Right . 
HYATT I s ee .  
CUBBY Jus t  to validate hi s • • •  

HYATT That you weren ' t do ing him - any special favor to him. 
CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT Now what about the boy? 
CUBBY The boy? Oh , heavy-s et . I ' d  say about 190 . 
HYATT A heavy-set boy . Was he short like his father? 
CUBBY No , he was tall and there was not very much resemblance at all because 

the boy himself was light-complect ed . He [ f ather ] was very dark-complected . 
HYATT I s e e .  I s ee .  I was very much int eres t ed when he said , "Do you want 

to b e  b linded? " Would you want to be bl ind ed? [Hyat t laughs . ] And you laughed , 
you didn ' t seem frightened .  

CUBBY I was f rightened but I d idn ' t want ' im  to know I was fr ightened . [ Al l  
laugh . ] 

HYATT A 19 year old boy , what do you think? I don ' t recall some of the thing s 
he said . H e  s eemed rather mature for 1 9  wouldn ' t you say? 

CHARLES Y eah . He had l earnt a lo t  in 19 yeahs . He seemed to b e  bettah 
schooled than av ' rage 1 9  yeah old s . 

HYATT He seemed even mor e  matur e ,  didn ' t he , to you? 
CUBBY S eemed like he had a gr eat deal of  experiences , he knew a lot more 

about things than o ther guys his age .  He seemed very mature .  
HYATT I n  o ther words he grew up o n  this sort of  thing his father d id . 
CUBBY What did he say?  He was 10 or 8 or s omethin ' when he started in? 
CHARLES Yeah . 
HYATT So  he would have around 8 or 10 years o f  i t . 
CUBBY I mean that was • • •  I think that was part of his matur ity b ecause  its • • •  

HYATT Do you think that the boy didn ' t tell everything he knew? 
CUBBY I think he held back b ecaus e he s eemed to b e  holdin ' back , sayin ' only 

what he was to l '  to say . 
HYATT Wel l I think,  under the circums tances , two strangers  - I think both o f  

them did fa irly well don' t you o r  not ?  
CUBBY W e  had been over a coupla [ couple of ] hour s . We j ust about s earched 

up and down before we could get him to t ell us anythin ' . Just about • • •  he looked 
us over pret ty much so . [ This s ta t ement unclear - static on tap e . ]  

HYATT He d idn ' t want to t alk to you at al l? 
CUBBY Well I think he wanted to talk but he didn ' want us to know that he 

wanted to talk.  
HYATT I see . 
CUBBY Want ed to  be sort o f  res erved . 
HYATT I see.  
CUBBY I had to p ersuad e • • •  wel l ,  I didn ' wan ' to say that he was eager to  

talk . The way he act ed he want ed to  show us  that it didn ' mat t er whether he  
talked or not ,  tha t  he could do without us , yo ' know . 

HYATT Yes , I know . Wel l af t er all these thing s  are really problems . I ' m 
not going to  see tho se same f ell�ws again , I ' m go ing t o  see a different man . 
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Wil l I see the same two? [ Cubby answers but he is not clo s e  enough to micro
phone and does no t come through plainly . ]  Wel l ,  who ' s  coming today?  [ Cubby 
says something here again but it is unclear . ]  The man you interviewed is coming? 

CUBBY I t  might be the same one . He tol ' us he wasn ' t  the same one , says he 
is the [ emphasiz es the word the ] Walker ! ! !  

HYATT So we don ' t know exactly who is coming ? 
CUBBY No we don ' t know exac ' ly .  We wil l know the car when we s ee it and he 

knows us when he sees us . 
HYATT I see .  Chances are he ' ll br ing his son along . 
CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT Goo d .  
CUBBY His sons seems very much indep [ in depth]  i n  the work . 
HYATT I think he is very serious about it . I was • • • 

CUBBY He ' s  short , he ' s  short-stated , he ' s  right to the po int . That ' s  it , 
yo ' can ' t get him to really g ive you a detailed answer . 

HYATT Uh huh. I think what we ' ll have to try to do , I ' m  certain , as I say 
it is not so much the actual formula . Well you take , say 10 guinea s eeds or 
something like that and gr ind them up . Now if there is a formula you do this 
every other 3 days - that sort of thing . You say you take 12 guinea seeds , then 
the next 3 days you take off 9 - that sort of thing . If you get a good formula 
you have something . Do you see what  I mean? I mean it ' s  of interes t .  But usu
ally the formula is b et t er if you have a story or an actual experienc e  of some 
kind with it , you see . [Negot iat ions cont inued but we never saw the Walkers 
again . ] 

WOMACK THE BISHOP - TEMPLE FOUNDER - SPEAKS OUT 
LASHES OUT - REMARKABLE HUMAN DOCUMENT BY ONE 
OF THE GREAT PERSONS IN THESE VOLUMES OF HOODOO 
YOU WILL SEE HIM WITH ARM ABOUT ME - BOTH OF US 
WE STANDING AGAINST HIS TEMPLE BUS AMONG THOSE 
ILLUSTRATIONS AT END OF VOLUME 3 - WE ARE ON 
HIS PROPERTY � ITS LARGE HOUSE SHELTERING A FEW 
UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE - ONE OF WHOM WE SHALL MEET 
PATIENTS OFTEN KEPT IN HEALER ' S  HOME p . 45 2 8 ,  L . 49 
WOMACK AS HEALER MET PERSONS UNCURED BY HOODOO 
DOCTORS - THUS HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH HOODOO WORK 
HOW HE BECAME A BISHOP NO ONE COULD EVER GUESS  

HYATT I think on  this first  s ide we  ought to have something about you person
ally . Was this a gif t ?  Did you feel i t  early in life? Did it come [ suddenly ] ? 
Did anyone help you? A great many people start out of course preaching , then all 
of a sudden they turn into healer . I began work in the Ep iscopal Church in 1920 . 
I was one of  the f irst healers in the Episcopal Church ,  only I was do ing it - I 
had the Ep iscopal Church b ehind me . But when I started out [ in spiritual healin� 
it was s trange . We had people from all over C incinnat i and across the river in 
Kentucky . That church was j ammed every Thursday night . I didn ' t ,  the Rector had 
charge , he put me in , I didn ' t know anything about it . I mean this is how , some
body , you have to begin . You have to learn as you go along . [See vol . l ,  p . XXIV 
6 th paragraph through f irst paragraph p . XXV . ] How did you l earn? D id you learn 
as you went along ? Was there a gift ? Was there a revelation from God?  You t ell 
us about your l if e .  Take your time . There ' s  no hurry . 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4 703 

BI SHOP WOMACK Ah was born in Leesburg , Florida , 13th day of February , 19 16 . 
An ' we lef ' theah at the age of  foah yeah o le ,  came tub St . Petersburg , Florid a ,  
stayin ' heah wit mah mothah an ' fathah . W e  went down i n  Lake Wales , Florida in 
1920 . We lived theah fo ' about n ineteen yeahs . An' aftah that , comin ' up through 
school ,  af tah that t ime ,  ah began tub go out . We cadd ied , worked hard durin ' 
[ Great ] Depress ion , ten cent a '  hour fo ' the gol f  course  undah administration of  
Rogah W.  Baxton . So af tah that  ah l ef ' an ' went up in New York an ' worked in 
Fishers Island , New York, around Connecticut . [ Fishers I sland , 8 miles long , 1 
mile wide off northeas t  end o f  Long Is land , and off the south coast of  Connecti
cut , from which it is separated by F ishers I sland Sound , the island a summer 
r esort  and part of New York State . ] An ' durin '  that t ime , we comin ' along , met 
frien ' s .  [ Great ] Depress ion hit , so we went intuh othah sources tub try tub make 
obstacles meet . An ' through in that meetin ' that we began tub survive . Then 
went on wit this cookin ' at Mountain Lake Club . That  was down at Buck Towel in? 
Mountain Lake , [ Cavellein? ] they called it at the t ime . 

HYATT This Mounta in Lake , New Jersey ?  
BISHOP WOMACK Mountain Lake , Florida . So , growin ' o n  up , well a h  know at 

the age of thirteen ah saw Jesus appeah befo ' me . At the age of twen ' y-three 
ah saw him ag ' in appeah befo ' me . An ' ah was draf ted intuh the Unnided [Unit ed ] 
State Army , went in theah , came out wit uh small pension . An ' , when ah got outa 
the servic e ,  on dub count [ on account ] of  mah skin [ being b lack] ah couldn ' t  get 
a decent j ob .  S ee ah appl ied fo ' j obs , nobody can g ive me a j ob an ' , when ah did 
get a j ob , ah got it wit some people an ' they gave me $25 a week fo ' bein ' a 
f irs ' -c lass meat cuttah .  Ah had a fam ' ly tub support . An ' this man , he would 
look at people an ' [ as ]  they come in he would smile at ' em ,  look at ' em wit his 
eyes an ' his face he ' s  laughin' ,  an ' he would cut they throats  on the scales . 
An ' fo ' $ 2 5  per week ah had tub steal somewheah aroun ' about 500 or 200 or 1000 
dollahs [ for the boss ] . That shor t-cuttin '  people in the groc ' ries-meat depart
ment . An ' ah couldn ' t  make no money at it , so this man made me b ecome a thief -
a liah an ' a thief . An '  ah would take an ' s t eal an ' put meat ' roun ' mah wais ' 
an '  outsmart ed ' im . An ' when mine got f il led up , mah Frigidaire , then ah went 
down the road an ' began tuh sell it , that ah can have money tub pay mah insurance 
an ' buy c lo thes fo ' mah fam ' ly . 

An ' af tah that ah met a man one day , he came in an ' he called me Brothah 
[ emphas izes BROTHER] Womack . An ' af tah he called me Brothah Womack , he had a big 
s eegah [ cigar ] in ' is mouth , an ' had half of  that . An ' he was a big boy , a gang
stab .  He shook mah han ' an ' he lef ' me a 500 dol lah bill in mah han ' . He tole 
me tub meet ' im  Friday evenin ' . No quickah than ah get off  from work , s even 
o ' clock he was theah , wit him an ' his c ' ose  [ clos e ]  partnahs . We went out on 
the Davis Islan ' , an ' we had a big d innah out theah . Then he gave me a bow- tie 
of  three b il ls which was a hundad ( hundred ] dollahs each . [ Gave him 3 $ 100 bills 
t i ed together like a bow- t ie . ]  Well , ah was feel in '  good . So then he gave me 
a j ob .  A big j ob that ah ' ve had contac ' s . An ' ah contac ' an ' stayed wit this 
man ' til one day ah heard a voice say ah was anointed tub preach the Go spel . 

An '  ah talked back tub the vo ice an ' said , "Ah would rathah b e  a dog , than a 
preachah . "  An ' why ah said that , becuz ah have found out , people say they are 
religious an ' they gamblah , they l iah , they whol7emongah , they cheatah , they beat
aha , an ' the mos ' thing dat ah f ind dat a church ' ll �o mo ' robbin ' than look like 
tub me the gangstahs would . So ah d idn'  want tub b e .  So fo ' about s ix mont ' s  ah 
was [would ] go around tub the diff ' ren ' big men an ' we would drink, big t ime ! 
Preachahs was gamblin ' , they playin ' the dogs , playin ' the horses , playin ' Cuban 
numbahs , an' so enahway , ah began tub f eel a spiritual guidanc e .  Ah would s ing 
an ' pray daily , but ah s t il l  would drink an ' run aroun'  wit the othah men ' s 
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wives although ah had a wife of  mah own . An ' yet , s t ill , that one day , mah mo
thah tole me , said , "Son,  yo ' ve go t tub b e  sanc t if ied an ' f illed wit the Holy 
Ghos t·, an ' that wit f iah . " An ' this was on Chris tmas Day , 1946 . Ah tole mah 
mothah , ah said , "Mothah , yo ' saved , yo ' say yo ' sanc tify , "  ah said , " so let 
evrah individual celebrate l ike they want tub cel ebrat e . " Tha ' s  what ah to le 
mah mothah . Ah kis s  mah mothah . Ah walked out . Go in ' ovah tub ano thah preach
ah ' s  house that we would s tart tub drinkin ' a l i ' le bit , prepar in '  fo ' the b ig 
ceremony on the Chris tmas evenin ' .  

An ' when ah s tart ed ' cross the road , ah got knocked out sure ' nough . Some
thin ' hit me . An ' when this thing hit me an ' ah aros e ,  people were standin ' ovah 
me . An ' ah said , "Who in the hell hit me? " Ah heard a voice said , "Ah hit chah . 
Go home an ' cal l  Jesus . "  An ' when ah went home , ah called Jesus . Mah wife was 
right behind me say ,  "Wha '  the mat tah darlin ' ? "  Ah say , "Damn if ah know. " But 
somethin ' got aholt of me . An ' ah began tub say ,  "Jesus , "  goin ' from room tub 
room . We had a three room hous e .  An ' ah was wandahin '  an ' ah called unt il ah 
gave out . Ah went tub sleep . Aftah ah went tub s leep , that aftahnoon ah woke 
up between f ive an ' s ix o ' clock . Ah took a bath . Evrahthin ' looked d iff ' ren ' . 
An ' ah asked , "what ' s  goin '  on around heah? Ah look at  the c louds , they diff ' 
ren ' , yo ' diff ' ren ' . " Ah say , "What ' s  wrong ? "  An ' when ah ask ' er what ' s  wrong , 
she say ,  "Ah don ' know honey , ah don ' see no diff ' ren ' . "  Ah s ay ,  "Well , hel l ,  
let ' s g o  tub the barroom an ' get drunk. Ah ' m  gon ' a pitch a bi tch tuhnight . "  
Ah was a s innah . See? But mah name was on the churchouse rol l .  Ah was a big 
Christian in the church when ah found that ah was a s innah . An ' then , we went 
tub the barroom an ' ah bought a f i ' th o '  whiskey . 

An ' aftah ah bought this f i ' th of  whiskey , it was "Ole Thompson , " an ' we 
went ovah tub the preachah ' s  hous e an ' ah b egan tub s et up theah . When ah wanted 
tub drink, ah opened the whiskey . They drank it all up b ecuz ah say i t  s tinks 
[ I  t ook none ] so they looked on me an ' say ,  "What ' s  wrong ? "  Ah s ay ,  "Ah don ' t 
know. Ah can ' t s tan ' it . The odah is bad . " Ah pul l ,  ah went in mah pocket an ' 
ah pull out a bill . An ' ah g ive it tub this man.  "Yo ' go ahead an ' buy me an
othah f i ' th o f  whiskey b ecuz ah ' m  gonna call up the brew ' ry ,  the stillery [ dis
t illery ] an ' let ' em  know , come out an ' bring me a cahload of  whiskey becuz tub
night is the t ime that we are goin '  tub pitch a bitch . "  An' tha ' s  j is '  what ah 
said tub ' em . An ' so he went an ' bought ano thah f i ' th of  whiskey . When he did , 
j is '  bef o ' he got in, the powah fell on me an ' ah began tub s ing ,  "Precious 
Lord , Take Mah Han' An ' Lead Me On. " Then the preachah ' s  wif e  ast me , "Why are 
yuh s ing in ' that?  We can f eel the powahs of  God in yo ' .  God a in ' t nuthin ' tub 
play wit . "  Ah say ,  "Y '  all [ you all ] can ' t t ell me a damn thin ' • " Ah say ,  "Y ' all 
drink, yo ' play numbahs , yo ' whohhous e [whorehouse ] , yo ' do anythin ' yo ' wan ' a . "  
An ' who knew that was me? An ' ah said , "The pot can' t call the kett le black b e
cuz we all is in the same catagory . "  

AN ' SO THAT TIME� WHEN HE GA VE ME THE FI ' TH O '  WHISKEY� THE MAN CAME� HE SAID� 
"YOU LOOK LIKE A BISHOP ! "  AH SAY� "AH DON ' T  WANNA HEAH A DAMN THIN ' YO ' HA VE  
TUH SAY. CAN ' T  NOBODY TELL ME NUTHIN. IF GOD AN ' A H  GONNA WORK OUT SOM 'IN '� 
LET US WORK IT OUT ALONE. " SO� AT THA T TIME� WHEN HE GA VE ME THE WHISKEY� AH 
COULDN ' T  OPEN IT. AH FIN 'LY COUDN ' T  OPEN THIS WHISKEY. AH ASK SOMEBODY FO ' A 
KNIFE. A MAN GA VE ME A SWITCHBLADE KNIFE. WHEN HE DID� AH STARTED TUH CUT IT 
OPEN� THEN THE KNIFE JUMPED OUT OF MAH HAN ' .  IT WAS DANCIN ' ALL OVAH THE TABLE� 
AH MEAN JIB ' DANCIN ' .  AH SAID� "LOOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. Y 'ALL LOOK� AH WANT 
Y 'ALL TUH LOOK AT IT. " 

CUBBY You say the knif e  was dancin ' ?  
BISHOP THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' .  THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' ON THE TABLE. AN ' AH 

SAID� "LOOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. " AT THAT TIME AH LOOKED AN ' THE WHISKEY WAS 
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OPEN, THEN THE KNIFE JUMPED OUT OF MAH HAN ' .  IT WAS DANCIN ' ALL OVAH THE TABLE, 
AH MEAN JIS ' DANCIN ' .  AH SAID, "WOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. Y 'ALL WOK, AH WANT 
Y 'ALL TUH LOOK AT IT. " 

CUBBY Yo ' say the knife was dancin ' ? 
BISHOP THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' .  THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' ON THE TABLE. AN ' AH 

SAID, "LOOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. " AT THAT TIME AH LOOKED AN ' THE WHISKEY WAS 
OPENED AN '  [BOTTLE ] SAY, "POW! "  IT [ CORK] SHOT [OUT ] JIS ' LIKE DYNAMITE. AN ' 
AH GRABBED THE GLASS, AN ' WHEN AH GRABBED THE GLASS TO DRINK, AH HEARD A VOICE 
SAY, "YO ' LL NEVAH DRINK ANOTHAH DRINK. " AN '  THAT TIME AH LOOKED UP, AH HEARD A 
NOISE COMIN ' . WHEN AH LOOKED UP, LOOKED LIKE THE HOUSE WAS OPENED. AN '  FIAH 
CAME RIGHT DOWN ON ME. [THIS WAS HIS CONSECRATION AS BISHOP! ]  

Sure ' nuff . The f iah came on me . An ' when that powah came on me , ah saw 
f iah comin ' . Ah went tuh hollahin ' , "Get back!  God damn yah , get back ! Get 
back ! God damn it ! God ! Get back!  1 1  An ' ah tried tuh run. An ' ah was picked 
up . An '  when ah was picked up the tongues [ of f ire ] changed . Ah began tuh ,  look 
like, ah don ' t  know, it j is '  somethin ' got ovah me . An' when ah did , people say , 
"Oh , look ! He ' s  goin ' crazah [ crazy ] . He ' s  goin '  crazah . "  An ' ah j is '  began 
tuh pr each , an' ah preached about three hours an ' a half , an ' mah mo thah an ' ' em  
all run out there an ' a lot ta peopl e  from [ St . ] Petahsburg , Tampa , some from 
Jacks onville ,  lotta friends . They know cuz ah was go ' na  have a big party . An ' 
' s tead of they drinkin ' they wus fallin '  out undah p rayah . Ah called the town 
tab prayah . An ' so we had a big prayah meetin ' at that time . 

AN ' THEN AFTAH THIS, AH WENT BACK TUH THE CHURCH [ WHERE HIS NAME WAS ON THE 
BOOK ] AN '  AH TOLE MAH PASTAH THAT AH WAS CALLED AN ' CHOSEN TUH PREACH THE GOSPEL. 
AN ' WHILE HE AN ' AH SITTIN ' DOWN TALKIN ' ONE TUH ANOTHAH, THEN IT WAS ONE OF THE 
STEW 'DASSES [= STEWARDESSES, PRONOUNCE LIKE 2 WORDS STEW-DASSES ] THEAH AN ' THEY 
TOLE ME, SAY, "WELL, YO ' JIS ' RIGHT, NOW TUH LET 'S HAVE A BIG TIME, ' CUZ ONE 
CLEAN SHEET CAN 'T SOIL ANOTHAH. BUT WITH OUT [FROM OUT ] OF ME IT [THE ANSWER ] 
CAME, "AH DON ' T  KNOW, BUT THE TWO CLEAN SHEETS MAKES A HELLUVA [HELL OF A ]  
STINK. " [FOR THAT PRECEDING PROVERB ONE CLEAN SHEET, SEE "TWO CLEAN SHEETS CAN 'T 
DIRTY ONE ANOTHER. /' No . 3088, p . 908, vo � . 1, Zines 3'9- 40 ] .  AN ' "AH DIDN 'T BITE 
MAH TONGUE TUH TELL 'IM! " [THE PREACHER AND ANOTHER SAYING! ] .  SO HE SAY, "WELL, 
YO ' CAN 'T PREACH IN THIS CHURCH. " BUT AH WENT HOME. AH TOLE MAH MOTHAH AN ' AH 
TOLE MAH WIFE, BUT AH HEARD A VOICE SAY, "AH HAVE CHOSEN YO ' TUH PREACH MAH GOS
PEL. " THEN THE PREACHAH CAME AN ' SAID, "YO ' MUST GO TUH COLLEGE, THAT YO ' MIGHT 
BE ABLE TUH LEARN TUH PREA CH LIKE OUR ORGANIZATION WANTS YO ' TUH PREACH. " BUT 
INSTEAD, AH HEARD GOD. HE TOLE ME TUH BUILD HIM A TEMPLE. 

An ' when God tole me tuh build ' im a t emple ,  ah s tarted tuh go down an ' in
quiah how can this be . But ah f ound out that God didn ' t want me tuh inquiah from 
anybody how H e  want me tuh do it . Al l ah had tuh do wus wait on time an ' have 
faith in God . So at tha t  pahticulah t ime, that ah had fa ith in God , a woman came 
ovah tuh me one day wit ' in about three weeks an ' she had a lot [ vacant p iece of  
land ] an' her boyfr ien ' had got in j ail an ' she say she didn ' t  have a frien '  no 
wheah an ' asked me would ah buy this lo t .  Ah tole her yes . Somethin ' j is ' spoke 
tuh me , " Buy the lot .  This is the work of God . 1 1 An ' s o  when ah tole her ah ' d 
buy the lot ,  she sold me the lo t .  Not knowin '  that ah had tub g et a buildin ' 
permit , ah got mah bro t hah- in- law an' ah , aftah we got the lot , we start tub 
diggin ' out the foundation . Then, when we d id ,  we has a lotta diff ' ren ' denom
onation [ denomination]  of church ohganizat ions . They s igned a permit [ petition] 
tuh the City of Tampa [ S t .  Petersburg ] Florida fo ' me not tuh build a church 
theah . An ' they say that ah wus crazy . 

AN '  SO ONE DAY, AS WE WUS OUT THEAH WORJ<IN ' ,  THE STORM CAME UP, RIGHT IN THE 
DAY, 'ROUND ABOUT NOON, WIT THE SUN SHIN IN ' REAL HOT. BUT THESE MEN WERE COMIN ' 
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DOWN THEAH� PROB 'LY TUH BEAT [ US ]  OR WHATEVAH THEY WANTED TUH DO� BECUZ THEY HAD 
GUNS AN '  ALL O '  THAT. PEOPLE SAY THAT AH WAS A FANATIC. AN ' SO WHEN AH SAW 'EM 
COMIN ' �  GOD SENT A HAIL [STORM] 'ROUN ' ABOUT THIRTY YARDS WIDE AN '  JIS ' ABOUT 
'ROUN ' ABOUT FIFTY OR SIXTY FEET LONG� JIS ' ON THE OTHAH SIDE OF ME AN '  THEY WAS 
ON THAT [OTHER] SIDE� SO AH WENT BACK TUH MAH HOUSE. 

An ' when ah went there , ah tole mah wife what had happened . An ' she said , 
"Well , j is '  go on lay down theah an ' pray . "  So when the storm wus ovah , ah went 
down tub the c ity an ' ah asked ' em  fo ' a permit an ' the inspectah say , down there 
say , "Yo ' must be a fool . Get outa here . We don ' want yo ' in here . What the 
hell yo ' come here talkin ' ' bout buildin '  a church . Yo ' ain ' t know nuthin about 
no God . "  Ah said , "Well , all right . "  So ah cried , an ' ah walked back home . 

AH STAYED PRAY IN ' BEFO ' GOD AROUN ' ABOUT EIGHT OR NINE MONTHS - FAST IN ' AN ' 
PRAYIN ' .  GOD SAID� "SET OUT THAT TIME TUH HEAL. "  GOD SAID� "MARK THAT TIME TUH 
PROPHESIAH. " AN ' IN HEALIN ' AN ' PROPHESIAHIN ' A LOTTA PEOPLE CAME FROM FAH [FAR ] 
AN '  NEAH WIT ALL KINDA DISEASES. AH DIDN 'T KNOW ENAHTIIN ' ABOUT THIS. NOBODY 
HAD TAUGHT ME ENAHTHIN ' .  AN '  PEOPLE WOULD COME. AN '  DURIN ' THAT TIME THAT AH 
WAZ BLESS WIT MANY, MANY DOLLAHS. AN '  THE LORD SPOKE TUH ME IN THE TENTH MONTH, 
AN '  TOLE ME TUH GO DOWN TOWN AN ' TELL THE INSPECTAH THAT IF THEY DIDN 'T GIVE ME 
A PERMIT� IT WAS GOIN ' TUH RAIN DOWN FIAH, AS IT DID IN DAYS OF SODOM AN ' GOMOR-
RAH. AN ' JIS ' AS GOD SPOKE TUH ME� AH WENT DOWN AN '  TOLE THOSE MEN. THEN THE 
PERMIT THEY GA VE ME� VOID AGAINST A CHURCH [SIGNED] DEMPSTAH. AN ' AH HA VE THAT 
TUHDAY� UPSTAIRS. 

HYATT Against  a church what ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Vo id . V-0-I-D . 
HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Void against a church . 
HYATT Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK See [ signed ] Dempstah [ Demp s t er ] . 
HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK That wu s  the City Inspectah at this t ime . 
HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK The Buildin ' Inspectah . An ' he let them know if God - he tole 

me if God tole yo ' tuh build it , build it , but if God say yo ' don ' build it , yo ' 
can ' t build it . SO AH WENT ON AN '  BUILT THE CHURCH - ONE MAN WITOUT ASKIN ' ANY
BODY FO ' A DIME. AH WORKED THROUGH PROPHESY AN '  HEALIN ' .  AN ' PEOPLE WOULD COME 
IN AN '  JIS ' BLESS ME AN ' THAT. AN ' AH BEGAN TO GO ON� AN ' GO ON, AN '  GO ON, IN 
MAH MINISTRY AN '  TEACHIN ' AN '  PROPHESIAHIN ' [PROPHESYING ] .  THEAH 'S MANY FALSE 
ACCUSATIONS HAS COME AG 'INST ME. AH BEEN CAST IN JAIL, AH 'S BEEN NEVAH FOUND 
GUILTY OF ANY CRIMES. THEY KLU KLUX [KLAN ] CAME FO ' ME� BUT AH STILL PREACHED 
THE GOSPEL. 

An ' by faith that ah have found out , wit ' in God , that all things is poss ib le . 
All things ! An' we might heah , ah ' ve heard a lot of  preachahs that say they 
nevah d id this , an ' nevah did that , but we all has been sinnahs . Even much of 
the Psalms , the P salms , the f i ' th ,  e ighth song of David , s econd verse , ah say , 
" From our mothah ' s  womb that we wer e born liahs . An ' waved our han ' s when we wus 
born into this world . "  [Psalm 116 : 1 1? ] .  So within me , ah have found out in mah 
religious work, that the dead has b een rais ed . The blind - heah [ i s ]  a man right 
heah [ points to him ]  was blind . Has muscle neurosis an ' couldn ' t  eat . [We shall 
meet this man later . ] An ' when he eat , the food would come back outa his s tomach. 

But by the layin ' on han ' s is the only thing tha ' which will let a man know 
tha ' he ' s d irec ' ly in the spirit o f  God when yo ' are in the Presbyterium [ ? ] . NOT 
THROUGH WITCHCRAF ' NOR VOODOOISM, BUT BY THE POWAHS OF GOD. AN ' THAT WOULD BE 
MADE MANIFEST HEAH� OR THAH, WHEREVAH GOD IS. AN '  AH HAVE FOUND THIS. THE 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS, IS LEADIN ' MO ' OF US TO HELL AN ' DESTRUCTION. EVEN MUCH 
IN OUR SCHOOLS AN ' COLLEGES OF TUHDAY, THE EDUCATION IS NOT THE ANSWAH. CHRIST 
IS THE ANSWAH, BECUZ 0 '  ALL THE EDUCATION YO ' CAN FIN ' THAT PEOPLE HA VE, AN ' 
THEY SAY THEY HAS, YO ' CAN FIN ' THAT THERE 'S TOO MUCH A VAR 'ATION FROM GOD. 
UNLESS AMERICA DO COME BA CK  TUH GOD WE ALL GONNA LIKEWISE PERISH. 

That ' s  the experience that  ah ' ve had . Ah ' m  Int ahd enominat ion Minis t er ial 
Allianc e.  Yo ' had a Meth ' dist talkin ' about the Bap t is t ,  the Bap t is t  s ay it 
about the Meth ' dist . They are so much depahted , they are divided . Cath ' lics . 
Ah go amongst  the Jews , the wimmins have me t ub pray fo ' ' em . The Jews don '  
believe i n  Chris t , but they s ay they believe i n  God . But the B ible says in 
Numbahs , the 6 th chaptah , in the 2nd and the 3rd verse ,  "When a man he mus t make 
a vow, tub be come tub God , don ' drink no wine , no strong drinks , neither no 
liquah , the dif f ' rence between ho ly an ' unholy . "  An' now we walks down the 
ais l e ,  say this is the Lord ' s  Suppah , "As much as yo ' do this yo ' showin ' his 
suffahin ' an' death , until He come . "  Well , the man now say God is dead . Bu t if 
we gonna say we can eat the Lord ' s  Suppah showin ' his suf fr en [ s uf f er ing ]  an ' 
death,  Go d is d ead .  Where is the resurrection say , when yo ' has put on Christ , 
that ' s  all we need . We don '  need anythin ' but a do llah tub live in this worl ' . 
Natu ' lly so . But s p ir ' tu ' l ly so , that we all need tub come back tub the spir ' 
tu ' l  f old . It  r emind me o ' the t ime when N icodemus , he had all the things that 
he needed , all he wanted . He had men t ub say , " Come . "  He had men tub say , "Go .

1 1 

He had the p owah tub f iah an ' hiah . But one t ime h e  f oun ' out that wit all that 
he had he was lac kin' at s omethin ' . An ' that wus Christ . We need Chris t . An ' 
ah f oun ' tuhday that mos '  we ministahs we need Chr is t . We drink, we chew ,  we 
smoke , we whoremongah, we lie , there ' s  all kinda evil communica t ion ag ' inst us , 
r ight in the b ody of  Chr is t . An ' we say that we are Chr is t ians . 

An ' tuhday that ah ' ve found we are get t in '  worse .  We do worsah, worsah than 
the maf ia gang , whethah we wan ' a believe it or no t .  They say the maf ia gang : 
an' the maf ia gang this , the maf ia gang that . But when it comin ' tuh help in so 
many polit ica l  affairs , who do we have tub back us up f inanc ially ? This is some
thin ' tub think about . Do yo ' think the s e  men is runnin ' fo ' o f f i c e ,  if they 
make that , where are they gonna get the money f r om? This is s omethin ' tub think 
about . Ah have been out theah intuh the f iel ' . Ah ' v e  worked wit tho s e  b ig men . 
An ' those men will g ive so many thousands of do llahs tub the Red Cross , tuh give 
so many thousands of dollahs fo ' a man ' s runnin ' f o ' offic e .  This one backin ' 
up the three r ing s . One back up a man ovah heah . One back up a man ovah theah . 
An ' then - but when we get greedy an ' cal l our s e lves , if yo ' don ' pay it , yo ' re 
f r ee tub put this man in off ice an' ah get greedy enough tuh go an ' try tuh ovah
r ide yo ' .  Then yo ' know good an ' wel l what ' s  goin'  tuh b e  the consequences . 
S ee? So this is it . 

An ' it ' s  the same way they are worsah in the churches of tuhday as a whole . 
Ah don ' mean tuh say one , b ecuz they are commercial iz in ' . Nothin ' but money : 
money , mo ney , money . An ' what we need today is Chr is t . An ' if we don ' t go back 
intuh the old landmark, ah believe it j is '  like the B ible said , "Fol lah peace wit 
all mankind , " Hebrew 12 : 14 ,  "An ' holiness  witout which no man shall s ee the 
Lord [ ref er ence correct ] .  

CUBBY I s , excuse me . Bishop Womack . Could you in any way g ive u s  any spe
c if ic example that  you healed? 

BISHOP WOMACK Oh healed ?  Wel l ,  we will have heah Brothah James Knowles , 
Brothah Knowles . We ' ll have heal S is tah Dix . This woman heah [ living in mah 
home with o thers ] .  S he ' s  a woman who had T . B .  Yah s ee what ah ' m talkin ' about ? 
[ On my s econd vis it I entered his home and met the people l iving with him . ] 

HYATT Oh yes . This f ellow right her e .  
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B ISHOP WOMACK S ee ,  an'  this Brothah Knowles [ he is present dur ing interview] . 
He  could come an' he has a testimony fo ' his own . He s tays heah [ in my home]  an' 
he was blind . An ' the doctahs gave him up . Muscle neuroshia [ ? ] .  This was af tab 
the , the big p ines [ ? ] .  An ' he ' s hadda test ify . Ah had anothah lady wi t the name 
of Mo thah Webb . The doc [M. D . s ]  they gave her up . An ' [ they ] said that she was 
dead . Nuthin they could do . But God has b lessed her . She b een heah , that been 
fo ' yeahs an ' she s t ill heah wit us . 

HYATT Some o f  thes e ,  some of the s e  people l ive here with you , that  you heal? 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh yes . 
HYATT Oh yes . Um hum . Have you something like a monast ic ord er? Is it a 

group living together? 
BISHOP WOMACK No , no , no , no . They live , listen ,  ah mean that , ah got , we 

got lettahs ah showed the s e  brothahs heah , from Chicago an ' they s en '  from Cal i
forn ' a ,  all ovah , wheievah ah have been . Oh , we could get all kinda t es t imony 
that ' s  how God has blessed an ' healed these  peopl e .  

HYATT Well , I would like , i f  it ' s  pos s ibl e ,  I would l ike tuh hear one o f  
those  peop le ' s  - now wait , not at the moment , but later on . Now, how much t ime 
have we there [ on the cass et t e ] ? 

CUBBY Ten more minutes . 
HYATT About t en mor e  minutes . Have you ever had any exper ienc e ,  I don ' t mean 

personally , but have any p eople  who have? [ This is a touchy ques tion to bring 
up ! ]  Usually to put spells , hoodoo spells on you , or witchcraf t ,  we should talk 
about wit chcraft .  I mean, can you handle witch - people say tha t , now I ' m not 
saying whether they are witaharafters , I don ' t know . Now, what is your experi
ence about healing witchcraf t?  

BISHOP WOMACK Mah , well mah experience heah the othah day , was a woman heah,  
her name was Frankie Davis . An ' she had a snake heah [ demons trates the place ] . 

HYATT A snake , right from her knee in her thigh . [ This is no t a snake birth-
mark or tattoo but a live snake in her thigh ! ]  

BISHOP WOMACK Right heah . 
HYATT In her hip . 
BISHOP WOMACK Right heah . An ' so she s tr ipped naked , when she came tuh me , 

the thing was about tuh kill her .  An ' what ah mean tuh tell yah, that ah have a 
cons ecrated watah that had went befo ' God an ' prayed . An '  when yo ' look at the 
watah , right in theah now, in mah offic e ,  it seem like it ' s  a c loud . An ' all ah 
do , went in there an ' prayed . An ' j is '  annoint ' er .  An ' ask in the name of 
Jesus that this would be cast  away . Yah s e e ,  as a ministah , yo ' r e s ' po s e  tuh 
rebuke Satan, cast out Satan as though Jesus Chr ist d id when he met this man wit 
demons in ' im . An ' if we are gonna be  like Christ , an ' as Christ ,  then we have 
the powah tuh do the same thing . All r ight , then we have had people • • •  

HYATT Well now, j us t  once again . Did she t ell you how she , d id she say how 
she got this in her , or  somebody did something to her ?  

BISHOP WOMACK Some woman did this ovah i n  Methodist Town ,  becuz she took her 
man . An ' she tr ied tuh run her crazy , an ' was about tuh run her craz y .  An ' so 
she come out heah . We have sev ' ral cases of  tho s e  [ hoodoo spell s ] that come out 
very often .  

HYATT Well , I like t o  hear these cas es . Now these are , these are clinica l  
cases you know, like medical cases , and they ' re very intere s ting . Now about this 
woman . Did she say how this snake was put into her ?  Did she have any idea? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well yo ' know, there is , now this , ah know this . Yo ' can take, 
ah was on a revival once an ' ah was so d eep in God an ' the Sp irit spoke tuh me 
one mawnin ' , "Get up . "  An ' this was in Tompkins Spring . An ' the Lord wil l  l et 
me see j is ' how that these people does a lot of  these  thing o '  witchcraft . Yo '  
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go out , an ' this is mah experience ,  ah s een this an ' knowin ' this fo ' mahs elf • • •  

HYATT This is good . 
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  YO ' TAKE AN ' GO OUT INTUH THE CEMETERY AN ' YO ' WILL FIN ' 

ALL KIN 'A LI 'LE INSECTS OUT THERE. LI 'LE SNAKES. SWIM� SOME PEOPLE CALL 'EM 
LI 'LE BEETLES AN ' WHAT NOT AN ' FROG. AN ' YAH CAN TAKE THOSE THIN 'S AN ' IF YO ' 
WOULD EVAH TAKE IT IN WINE, SEE THAT 'S WHY IT IS BAD TUB DRINK WIT YUH SO-CALLED 
FRIEN 'S. THEN THEY PUT THIS IN� THEY PUT IT IN THE DRINK AN ' YO 1 SWALLOW THAT. 
SOME POCKETS INTUH YUH BODY THAT THIS GOES IN AN ' THIS GERMINATES RIGHT THEAH 
IN YO ' BODY AN ' BECOME LIVIN ' .  THAT 'S WHY THE BIBLE SPEAKS SO MUCH AG 'INST 
WHOREDOM. SEE? ADULT 'RY. BECUZ� AH ' VE  SEEN PEOPLE "DRESS" [PUT HOODOO PREPAR-
ATION ON ] ONE ANOTHAH. WOMEN 'LL "DRESS� " THEY LIKE THESE MEN. THEY [ WOMEN] RUN '-
NIN ' ROUN ' AN ' THEY HATE THEY [HUSBAND ] �  WIVE [ WIFE ] �  THEN THEY 'LL "DRESS" 'EM 
THROUGH SEX� THROUGH THE PENIS. AN ' THEN WHEN THEY [HUSBAND ] GO AN ' PUT THAT 
INTO THEAH� YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' ME� INTAH THE WOMAN [THE WIFE ] THEN IT FALLS INTO 
THIS POCKET. IF YO ' EVAH WORKED INTAH WOMEN AN ' WHAT NOT, YO 1 KNOW� AS A DOC-
TAB� WE MINISTAHS HA VE A LOT OF THINGS TUH DO. WELL, THEY HAS POCKETS ALL RIGHT 
UP INTUH THEY WOMB. JIS ' AS SOON AS Y 'ALL [YOU ALL ] PUT THAT IN THEAH� THEN THAT 
LI 'LE HEAT - YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' ME? IT UH� THIS EGG [OF WHATEVER INSECT OR ANIMAL 
USED] WILL MATURE RIGHT IN THEAH. AN ' WHEN IT MATURE� AH DON ' CARE IF IT SNAKES 
OR WHAT� PEOPLE CAN PUT ALL O '  THAT [IN YOU] THROUGH SEX. SEX IS A BAD THING. 
IT REALLY BAD THING. YO ' BETTAH BELIEVE THAT. AN '  THEY 'LL "DRESS" YOUR PENIS. 
AN '  A WOMAN • • •  [ Cubby interrup ts . ] 

CUBBY The best way to get i t  in • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK Witchcraf t • • •  

CUBBY Through your body is through your mouth • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK THAT 'S THE WAY YO ' GET IT� THROUGH YOUR MOUTH, THROUGH THEAH. 
THA 'S RIGHT, YAH SEE. AN ' WHEN THEY GET THAT IN, THEN YO ' GOT TO HAVE SOMEBODY 
STRONG ENOUGH WIT THE POWAHS OF GOD, THAT WE HAVE. TAKE AN ' - AH ' VE  PUT MAH 
FINGAHS UP IN THEAH AN ' YO ' CAN FEEL. AN '  THESE THINGS HAS BIT ME ON MAH HAN '  
AN ' CAUSE BLOOD TUH COME OUT THEAH. SEE? THEY HANG RIGHT ON TUH YAH. BUT YO ' 
TAKE AN ' JIS ' HOLD THAT LIKE THIS [DEMONSTRATES ] AN ' YO ' CAN PRESS THA ' OUT. 
BUT YO ' VE  GOT TUH HA VE  THE POWAHS OF GOD. [IF ]  YO ' DON ' DO THAT, SOMETIMES 
PEOPLE MAKE SOLUTIONS TUH GET IT OUT. BUT YO ' GOT TUB GET, BE SURE YO ' GET THE 
FEET AN '  ALL. AN '  THA 'S WHY WE ' VE HAD A LOT O '  THOSE CASES TUH COME TUH US. SO� 
WHEN IT COME TUH WITCHCRAF ', IT 'S A LOT OF THAT. AN '  IT 'S NOTHIN ' BUT THE POWAH. 
AN '  THEN YO ' HAVE NOW� IF YO ' EVAH WANT TUH CAUSE PEOPLE TUB BREAK UP, THEY 'LL GO 
AN ' GET GUINEA PEPPAH AN ' SALT. GUNINEA PEPPAH. GUINEA PEPPAH. 

HYATT Guinea pepper . 
BISHOP WOMACK Guinea peppah . 
CUBBY What is , what is this pepper? 
BISHOP WOMACK I t ' s  somethin ' that brings confusion intuh the min ' . Yo ' can 

take that , break up any home in the worl ' .  It ' s  somethin ' ,  it , it , it ' s  very , 
it carr ies an evil sp irit wit it . It ' s  specia ' ly grown that it might destroy 
the work of the min ' of man . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  

HYATT Is it a drug ? [ I had heard of it before , see p . 5 70-5 7 1 , Nos . 1948-1952 , 
vol . l ,  and els ewhere . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK No , it ' s  yo ' get this grind [ ground ] . It ' s  a li ' le bit of • • •  

HYATT Seed or something? 
BISHOP WOMACK L ittle bit of  seed . Li ' le bit j is '  about the size  of a BB 

[ bee-b ee] ball [ or shot ] . 
CUBBY Oh yeah . 
BISHOP WOMACK S ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? An '  yo ' grin '  that up . An ' yo ' 

can j is '  take an ' throw that , yo ' know , j is '  throw that in yuh house l ike that , 
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throw it in yuh bed . An '  then evrah t ime somebody swept , or yo ' move , that 
dus t ' ll come up . See , it ' s  evil . Yo ' see what ah ' m  talkin ' about? So yo ' has 
all tha ' diff ' ren ' stuff tuh contend wit . 

HYATT I know. 
BISHOP WOMACK AN ' YO ' DON ' NEVAH KNOW IT UNTIL YO '., THE PERSON GET IN AN ' 

BEGIN TUH STUDY GOD 'S WORK. SEE? AN ' SPIRITUAL WORK., YO ' GOT TUH BE MORE BRIL
LANT DEN THE COMMON MAN. THE COMMON MAN ' LL KILL YAH., SEE WHAT AH MEAN? BUT YO ' 
COTTA GET SO THA ' WHEAH YO ' CAN WORK ON THAT COMMON MAN. AN ' WHEN YO ' BE., GET 
ON THA ' COMMON MAN., NOTHIN ' CAN OUTDO THE SPIRIT OF GOD., BECUZ IT 'S POWAH. 

HYATT I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK All powah is in God . See the Devil don ' have no powah , unless 

God g ive it tuh ' im . An ' God is no t goin ' tuh give the Devil no powah ovah his 
people . See? That is the thing what we got tuh look at . So , this wheah the 
witchcraf ' come in . Ah don ' care what it is , but yo ' can put it intuh a body . 
Of sex , yo ' know, from Genesis to Reve Zation it tells about adultry an ' a man 
shouldn ' t go to but one woman . An ' a lotta mens at times when they do clamp 
that on yo ' [woman ] j is '  l ike when yo ' take a dog . A dog , when she is  in heat 
an ' goin ' wit dogs , yo ' take an ' run yuh han ' here intuh that dog theah . An '  
yo ' can take an ' go home an ' put it right ovah huh [ her ] . See what ah 'm  talkin ' 
about ? Put it on yo ' wife dere . An ' if a man goes wit ' er [with her ] he be
comes as a dog . 

HYATT S tuck together . 
BISHOP WOMACK Stucks togethah . Yeah , sticks togethah . These kinda thin ' s 

that yo ' haftah be very ca ' ful - very , very ca ' ful . An ' duh way that yo ' go out . 
A lottah people don ' evah know these thin ' s .  But if evrahbody know it , see , it 
would be a terrible t ime .  Tha ' s why yo ' fin '  people right in heah now , that ah 
have doctah heah . That he come heah , that somebody bewitched him .  An ' a woman 
had a car theah . They hadda Twelve Apostles , but they didn ' t know what tuh do . 
An '  yo ' don ' take the 12 Apos tles of  God an ' do d irty work .  See what ah ' m  talk
in ' ' bout? But they had the Twelve Apo stles of God an ' they had that filled wit 
peppah an ' salt . An ' they put it intuh this woman ' s  car , an ' she had a wreck , 
l iked tuh kill herself . An ' she ' s  only ? • They came here , but while dey did 
that , we took this stuff out an ' put a consecrat ion in theah an ' had a prayah fo ' 
God . Yo ' undahstan '  what ah mean? Then yo ' get incense - incense ,  myrrh , aloes . 
An ' incense which the woman use tuh wash Christ ' s  feet , which they went down an ' 
put intuh the sepulcher . The Devil , no s tink odor. Well , when yo ' do these 
things , co ' se yo ' got tuh know these things . Yo ' ve go t tuh get on the spiritual 
[ s ide? ] o '  the light tuh know these things . Yo ' undahstan '  me? The colah [ col
ored ] man , the colah man can ' t do these things . 

HYATT No? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' got tuh get deep intuh God tuh wheah yo ' can feel powahs 

of God . Yo ' see what ah mean? An ' when yo ' can feel the powah of God , it ' s  
j is '  the same as though yo ' flyin ' a kit e .  Yo ' can fly a kite an ' maybe j is '  • • •  

HYATT Other side of  this cassette . Speaking now, this is the Reverend Harry 
Middleton Hyatt ,  and I ' m  with Mr . Cubby and Mr . Charles , and the Reverend Doctor 
Womack . Bishop Womack . The Right Reverend then . The Bishop Womack . What was 
your first name? 

BISHOP WOMACK Clarence C .  
HYATT Clarence C .  Womack . 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  right . 
HYATT He told us about where he was born and when he was born . But now I 

want to ask you about those - how did that woman , how do these people , these 
wit ch doctors get the Apostles in this woman ' s  car? How do they do that? Did 
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she know? 
BI SHOP WOMACK Well it ' s ,  it ' s  they got tub have some frien ' s ,  yo ' know , what 

yo ' may say spys . Yo ' remembah they - Rahab the Harlot .  Remembah she was a 
great whore an ' evahthin ' ,  but that woman had God in her . Yo ' remembah that when 
she seen thes e two spys comin ' an ' runnin ' from that hos t  o f  army of devils , that 
she wen ' in herself . It  had tub be GOd touchin ' .  That inward man [woman here ! ] 
was touched . An ' when that inward man [woman] was touched she had these men tub 
come in an ' they , she concealed these men . An ' all o '  her frien ' s ,  she turned 
' em down . Takin ' a chance of givin ' up her life of the worl ' to become a ' postle 
o f  Jesus Christ . [This is stretching things a b it ! ] So , ah think that when we 
look intuh these things , then we has a bet tah view of  life that the t ime gon ' a  
come an ' it mus ' come , that when a man mus t  change his way , see , if yo ' wan ' a  
make it . An ' that ' s  what ah can s ee about Rahab the Harlot . 

HYATT Now did they , you said , in putting these Apo s tles ' [ names ] on the 
cards , did they write the Apo s tles ' names on a p iece o f  paper , or [ here ] pictures 
of ' em or • • •  

BI SHOP WOMACK Yo ' take a leaf , yo '  could take uh leaf , uh what yo ' call a f ig 
leaf . Yo ' could take a p iece of  pahchment papah . Yo ' remembah the time , ah 
think in I Timothy , 4 th chaptah in ' roun ' about the 13th verse , that when Apos t le 
Paul , he had j is '  left Troas an ' he left his cloak theah . An ' when he lef ' the 
cloak theah he wrote back to Titus . Yo ' remembah? [ The cloak in II Tim . v . 13 . ] 

HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' he tole him tub bring the cloak that which he lef ' at Troas 

an ' the books an ' especially the pahchment . Well , yo ' know , take good pahchment 
is made out of deer-hide . An ' there are many things that yo ' could do by wr it
in ' , an ' all the lettahs was write on pahchment , yo ' remembah? 

HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' right today there is many things that we can use as apo s

t les of  Jesus Chris t ,  an ' write on pahchment tub do great works , through the 
powahs o f  God , if yo ' know. Yo ' see? That ' s where the ministry come in tub 
study , no t tub take the Gospel down to sat isfy people . Speak the truth an ' speak 
as an oracle of God . An ' when a man speak as an oracle of God , regardless tuh 
what the church think about choo . See wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about? Yo ' can outlive 
them, ' cuz yo ' belong tub the church that Christ died fo ' . 

But organizat ions , ah don ' t know whethah God evah been in ' em  any mob .  I f  he 
has once b een in ' em ,  He don ' har ' ly b e  in ' em anym� , becuz there ' s  no brothahly 
love no moh. We go then an ' says we has f ellahship one wit anothah tub see what? 
See? What ' s  so-an ' -so  got on? What ah ' ve heard ' em  ask the ques t ion : What d id 
the dog s  throw last night? What was the numbah? What did you write in for the 
Church? The church now is in the worl ' y  lus ' [ lus t ] .  I t ' s the house of commer
cializ in ' , not the House of Prayah . But remembah in Isaiah , I think about 5 7 ,  
5 6  and 7 [ 5 6 : 7 ]  that Jesus said , "Mah House shall be called a House o f  Prayah 
for all nations . "  Well ,  yah see where all nat ions if they could get tuhgethah 
we won ' have the strife an ' the torment wit race tuhday . We won ' have those 
bloody wahs o f  hate . This man wan ' a  become powahful wit dominion of  the worl '  
becuz that wasn ' given tub ' im tub start wit . God gave evrah man a supply as He 
d id see f it .  But now that we got the s e  wahs an.' thin ' s comin ' on , we not ice that 
in the Temple they talkin ' about commercializin ' tuhday , but they did it when 
Jesus was here . Ah think about the 21st  chaptah in the 13th verse of  the Gospel 
of S t .  Matthews . Yo ' remembah that when Jesus came intuh the Temple they was 
sellin '  an '  rattlin '  [ confusing ] folks tuh hell an ' doin '  all o '  this thing . An ' 
Jesus j is '  went in theah, took a rope an ' ovahturned the tab les an ' went tub beat 
the Devil out of  theah . Say ,  "Make not Mah Fathah ' s House fo ' a house of  merch-
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andis e but fo ' a House of  Prayah11 [ Mat . l3 : 21 is correct ! ] . But see , we are go in '  
intuh the merchandise catagory o f  tuhday when these thin ' s shouldn ' t  be . We must 
come back tub prayah . 

HYATT Before I forget it , you were talking about thes e people try ing to put 
you in j ail and all that sort of thing . D id you ever have any trouble with hoo
doo people , voodoo ; witch people , witch? Ever had any trouble with them? Did 
they ever call you a witch people , witch? Ever had any trouble with them? Did 
they ever call you a witch doctor or anything of  that sort? 

BI SHOP WOMACK Well , I mean , as far as calling me a root man • . •  
HYATT Well , that ' s something dif ferent . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah , the root man becuz people don ' realize  what the roo t man 

is . 
HYATT A doctor , well a doctor can us e root s . I mean an ord inary medical man 

can use roots , med icine , drugs and that sort of  thing . 
BISHOP WOMACK But let ' s  look at from this angl e .  
HYATT All right . 
BISHOP WOMACK Revelations , the 22nd chaptah in the 16th [ actually 18th] verse . 

The Bible said , "Ah ,  Jesus , have s et mah angl e  tub tes tify these things intuh the 
churches . That ah am the root an ' off spring of David an ' the Bright in the Morn
ing star . " So  if a man is a root man he go t somethin ' • He got somethin ' the 
average man don ' t have . 

HYATT That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK BUT WHEN YO 1 COMIN ' DOWN TUH CUNJURE, VOODOO, AN ' WITCHCRAF ' • • •  

HYATT OH YES, TO CUNJURE • • •  
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  THESE ARE THE THIN 'S THAT WHICH AH FIGHTS AG 'INST AN ' THESE 

ARE THE THIN 'S THAT PEOPLE COME TUH ME ABOUT TUH HELP THEM. AN ' EVRAHBODY KNOW 
WHEN HE NEEDS HELP, WHEN THEY GOT LOBSTAH AN ' FROGS AN ' ALL THESE DIFF 'REN KINDS 
OF THIN 'S INTUH THEY BODY. AH HAD A MAN UP HERE, A WHITE FELLAH, HE COME UP HEAH 
FROM WILDWOOD. AN ' AH GOT FROGS AN ' SNAKES OUT OF ' IM .  AN ' HE BROUGHT ME NICE 
SUMS OF MONEY BUT AH GAVE IT BACK TUH 'IM BECUZ AH DIDN 'T KNOW WHETHAH THE MONEY 
WAS COUNTAHFEIT OR NOT. YO ' SEE WHAT AH MEAN? BECUZ YO ' GOT TUB BE SO CAREFUL 
ABOUT THESE THING 'S. 

HYATT Now, you were talking about a white man . You have , what percentage of  
white people would come to you in comparison with colored people? Ten percent 
of white people? Or I ' ve b een told [ by tho s e  who ] talk about peop le who believe 
in witchcraf t ,  that sor t of thing , that a colored man 50 percent , and some s aid 
white man 50 percent . A lot of people believe in that , you know? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well yo ' know , this is  the way thin ' s that operate . The white 
man have the money , the black man don ' t .  The whit e  man come , he can pay yo ' . 
But the average black p erson come here , it ' s a dollah , two dollahs , that ' s  the 
best they can do . 

HYATT That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK But the white man come an ' it ' s  a hundred tub hundr ed an ' f ifty 

dollahs . Yah s ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about ?  Right now ah got a b eautiful twenty 
do llah gold p iece ovah theah [ in the hous e ] . It ' s consecrated fo ' him becuz he 
tole me himself . Now they has these spir itualists . White people they calls ' em . 
Voodoo doctahs . An ' witch do ctahs . Which they studah lotta o ccult powah . An ' 
this white man , right in this town, he ' s an outs tandin ' man , a b ig man in this 
town. His boy got intuh trouble . An ' af tah his boy got intuh, he went tub s ome 
of these whi t e  people an ' he to ld me he spent ovah $40 , 000 . S ee what ah mean? 
An' they couldn ' t do nuthin fo ' him .  S o  he came out here b ecuz somebody s ent 
h� tuh me an ' $60 he left wit mah wife . An ' his boy is a free boy tuhday . 

CUBBY Did you get him out of prison or something? 
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BISHOP WOMACK Keep him from goin' tuh j ail b ecuz prayah change thin ' s .  S ee 
yo ' can reach , prayah can reach yo ' anywhere . Yo ' s ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about?  
When yo ' pray an ' ask God  tub let the j udge tub be  lenient , s e e ,  wit such-an ' 
such a person , yo ' prays fo ' this j udge . S ee wha ' ah ' m talkin ' about ? An ' when 
a man can pray , an ' yo ' can feel that unct ion of Gawd , that spiritual powah com
in ' down , it goin ' tuh that man. 

As well as Jesus said in the 2 2nd chaptah , think 15 an ' 21  an ' 22 . [ The Bish
op would have been correct had he switched the numbers to 15 : 22-28  of Matthew , 
s tory about the Canaanite woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit or d evil . 
This s tory given at an earlier date by Mark 7 : 24-30 . ] Yo ' remembah how this 
woman had been so r ich.  An ' she had all the money an ' all the doctahs an ' all 
the palmists  an ' all the sooths ayahs as long as she had all huh money . That they 
would go theah tub see huh , they was great frien ' s .  S o  she put evrahthin ' ahead 
o '  God . But one day - see God knew how tuh touch all of us . So this woman loved 
her daughter Sapera [ unnamed in Bible ] above God . An ' one day a spell of s ick
nes s f ell on huh daughtah . An ' when the spell of s ickness fell on huh daughtah, 
she got broke . She didn ' t have no friend in the worl ' .  S ee? An ' Jesus was 
pass in '  through that day . An ' as He an ' His disciples was goin ' through , she 
hollahed , "Oh Lord . Oh Lord have mercy on me . "  Jesus cont inued to go on , as 
though he went ' round about two or three blo cks . Then this woman cried out 
again, " Oh Lord , Thou Son of David ,  have mercy on me . "  So P etah hollahed , "Lis
t en tuh huh callin ' us . "  P etah d idn ' t have nuthin but he was fellahin ' Chris ' .  
So Jesus immediat ely turned aroun ' an ' went back tuh this woman , an ' looked on 
huh an ' tole huh, " It ' s  not lawful tuh g ive the ho ly bread tub the dogs . "  But 
this woman, she knew what she was talkin ' about . An ' Jesus knew [ what ] she was 
talkin ' about . But He wan ' a s ee how ' umbl e  she was . She tole Jesus , she said ,  
" Lord , the mastah give the dogs the crum ' s from His table . "  Yo ' see what ah 
mean? "An ' ah ' m  your dog [ ! ] . Ah ' ve ' umble mahself . S ee ,  now ah 'm askin ' Yo ' . " 
An' Jesus said , " Glory tuh God , halleluiah ! Ah haven ' t found no mo ' faith in 
Isra ' l than ah have found in this woman . " Huh . "At this very hou ' [ hour ] thy 
daughtah is made whole . " 

See? ' Cuz when yo ' can pray , an ' yo ' can reach God through prayah , yo ' can 
t ell  it . Yo ' can f eel that spiritual unction . Ah don ' car e who it is . An ' when 
yo ' can feel it , then yo ' know God have answah prayah . IF YO ' DON ' FEEL THAT 
SPIRIT 'AL POWAH� YO ' STAY THEAH [where you were ] AN ' ' UMBLE YO 'SELF. ' CUZ A 
LOT OF TIMES WE GOT TUB I ' ON [IRON ] THE WRINKLES OUT O '  OUR LIFE: WE MIGHTA TALK 
TOO MUCH, WE RAD MIGHTA HEARD TOO MUCH� WE MIGHTA HA VE SEEN TOO MUCH. But then 
if we gonna have faith , let us have faith in God an ' not in man . S ee?  We must  
have the faith . 

CUBBY Before you go • • •  
HYATT Let me hear your ques t ion . 
CUBBY Oh , I was gonna ask him about this Apos tles . Yo ' have me a little 

s tummed [ stumped ] . You s tart ed to explain it an'  then we asked yah anothah ques
t ion about it . Were you , were you saying that you know when the people put the 
Twelve Apostles in the car? Do yah have to get something that s ignif ies one o '  
the Apostles , yo ' know , something that dealt with the Apostles in the Bible to 
represent them? Yo ' know, when they do this do they [ use ] l ike uh f ig ?  Yo ' said 
somethin ' about a f ig l eaf . [ Usually the names o f  the 12 Apostles are assoc iated 
with sage l eaves : Nos . 8480 , v . 4 ; 9124-9137 , v . 4 ;  and elsewher e . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK Now wait .  Yo ' see , here ' s  the thing about that . When it 
[ thes e  rit es are ]  comin ' down, a lot of peopl e that ' s  ignorant , they heah things . 
As though yo ' an ' ah discussed this mawnin ' about men , say they ' re preachahs . 
An ' they are commercializin ' .  Well yo ' know , tha ' s f alse . 
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CUBBY Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK We know that . But now these people has heard somethin ' ' bout � 

yo ' can take the Apostles an ' do all thing s . 
CUBBY Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' s ee what ah mean? So then tuh get. this woman ' s  money , ah 

mean this woman spen ' hundreds of  dollahs . See wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about?  Go in ' 
tuh Louisiana , go in '  tub Mississipp i ,  go in'  tub Carolina , an ' up intuh Wes t Flor
ida an ' Georgia . They do es this al l the t ime becuz these people does a lot o '  
work o f  stealin ' . Yo ' know , yo ' got a lot of  people here , don ' do nothin ' but 
go ' roun'  an ' s t eal fo ' a livin' - tub go intuh othah towns . Ah ' ve had ' em  tub 
bring mink s to les an ' all the s e  thin ' s here but ah s aid , "Brothah , yo ' re wrong . 
Don ' bring ' em  this way . "  An ' they will sell them fo ' $ 300 , a $ 30 , 000 [ $ 13 , 000? ] 
stole . An ' all this kinda stuff . But peopl e ' ll say ,  Wel l ,  we ' l l take the Apos
t les . See what ah mean? An ' yo ' ll do this an' do that . But it ' s  not so . S ee ,  
yo ' do not take the Apostles an ' do any wrong things .  But if yo ' ign ' ant tub the 
fac ' , yo ' see what ah ' m  talkin ' about , if yo ' ign ' ant tuh the fact , yo ' don ' know 
any bet tah . 

HYATT In o ther words , if a person came to you and wanted you to put a spell 
on someone , you wouldn ' t  put a spell on anybody . 

BISHOP WOMACK Ah couldn ' t  do it . 
HYATT You couldn ' t do it . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah couldn ' t do it . 
HYATT I see . That ' s  the thing . 
CUBBY You can only remove the spel l .  
BISHOP WOMACK Ah can remove the spel l .  
HYATT You can remove the spell , yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' see ,  God say , "Woe be  intuh yo ' tha ' say , God is evil an ' 

evil is good . "  Yah s ee? Ah ' m  a true bo ' n  child of God . An ' ah couldn ' t  love 
nobody more in mah family but more than ah love yo ' .  See ,  God d ied fo ' sinnahs . 
See,  this is wheah the church come in . A lot a people say they d idn ' t go tub 
church ' cuz yo ' s a Cath ' lic . Yo ' s ee wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about ? Yo ' s  a Presby
t erian, yo ' this an' yo ' that . But , yo ' see ,  we got ta get outa this s tuff , re
gahdless of where yo ' begin tub ' ff i liat e yo ' self wit . Don '  car e who , what 
church yo ' go tuh . Yo ' mus ' be  r ight . 

CUBBY May I ,  may I ask you a ques t ion? Now what is the maj ah diff ' rence be
tween root work and witchcraft? 

BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  yo ' take , well yo ' s ee ,  that p eople call roo t work witch
craft becuz they nevah has been taught . If yo ' will accept  the p recepts of  roots , 
yo ' look at  this tree . Wit ' out this tree,  wit ' [ out ] the roots i t  couldn ' t  sur
vive . Wit ' out the root bein '  in yo ' ,  yo ' couldn ' t  survive . Yo ' undahstan ' what 
ah mean? But people haven ' t been taught . Ah j is '  said , yo ' are the roo t an ' the 
offspring of David . Tha ' s  Jesus Christ . An ' we are the offspring of  Chris t .  
Yo ' see  what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? All right . BUT NOW WHEN IT COME INTUH WITCH
CRAP ' ,  THIS IS THE STUFF THAT PEOPLE GO AN ' USE AN ' MAKE UP. SEE? THERE 'S NO 
NEED IN SAY IN ' AH CAIN ' T MAKE UP WITCH CRAP ' .  AH KNOW WTS ABOUT WITCHCRAF ', FAH 
[FAR] AS THA ' CONCERNED. BUT GOD HAS SHOWED ME THESE THIN 'S. BUT AH DO KNOW HOW 
TUB STAY ' WAY FROM IT. It ' s  the bes t thing fo ' yo ' tuh be a good Samaritan ,  than 
it is fo ' yo ' tuh be the devil of a Samaritan . Yo ' s ee what ah mean? S ee ,  the 
Devil can do many thin ' s .  But it won ' hold out . Soon o '  latah it ' s  gon ' a  ki ck 
back on yuh . An ' when it ' s  kick back on yuh , then it ' s  woe ,  see . God said , "Woe 
be untub him that say good is evil an ' evil is good . 1 1 

CUBBY Excuse me a minute . Uh , I wondah roots yo ' have to mix some kind 
o '  potion or somethin ' don ' t yuh [with] roots . Is  tha ' r ight? In  ordah to do 
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a person bad , you have to use some pot ion or somethin ' , some formula? Is that 
right?  

BISHOP WOMACK It us ed tub b e  through witchcraf ' .  Now get this thin ' right . 
Witchcraf ' .  Wit chcraf ' is what yo ' can take an ' use thin ' s o '  the worl ' tub do 
a lot o '  • • •  

CUBBY Mat er ial thing s . 
BISHOP WOMACK Y eah . Us e material thin ' s .  But when yo ' comin ' down tuh the 

roo t , uh roo t , uh , yo ' survive as a terrain. Yo ' s ee right here . Roots  have got 
all this s tuff livin ' .  The grass an ' what not .  But witchcraf ' wil l kill yo ' . 
Wit chcraf ' will destroy yo ' . Yo ' see what ' m  talkin ' about ? I t  makes yo ' 
scratch . I t  makes yore min ' veah [veer ] away from the thin ' s  that is right . 
Yuh undahstan' what ah ' m  talkin ' about? Then thes e thin ' s yuh , then it  can eat 
choo up so  bad an ' yo ' s cratch an ' yo ' dig . That ' s  witchcraf ' .  S ee? It ' s  only 
witchcraf ' o f  the roots . An ' if yo ' the root of Chris t ,  then yo ' gon' a bring 
forth fruit . But wit chcraf ' ll demo lish yah from the face o '  the earth . 

CUBBY In your heal ing , B ishop Womack, do you use any oil or anything ? 
BISHOP WOMACK O il? Yes , ah do . We take pure olive oil . Ah call [ recal l ]  

in James 5 : 14 ,  " I f  any among you are s ick, afflic ted let ' im  call fo ' the eldahs 
of the church , then he anoint yuh wit o il an' yo ' pray ovah ' im . Let ' im  s ing 
songs an ' make merry . "  The B ib le say he shall b e  healed an ' if he has commit t ed 
any s in it will be forgiven tub ' im .  Tha ' s  from James 5 : 14 [actual ly James 5 : 13-
15 ] .  Well , yo ' see,  if yo ' gon ' a  use the Bib l e ,  use the Bible . S ee ,  we takes 
an ' consecrate oil . Ah has a consecrat ion oil . Like ah told Brothah [ Knowles ] 
heah. Tha ' ' no int . See  what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? We have people ' no int in '  day 
aftah day fo ' prayah . Day aftah day ah got many people how b ecuz they are pos
sessed wit demons . Lot ta people come here is possessed wit demons . But ah know 
if ah was tuh take an ' let ' em  pray an' ' no int an ' use cons ecrate [ d )  watah an ' 
o il ,  it doesn ' t make me no diffren ' . Ah have been in places an ' ah us e o il an ' 
people say ,  "Oh that oil  wil l  bewitch the man ' s mind . He this an ' that . He heal 
but he heal through that  o il .  The man got somethin '  in the oil . "  But ah been 
places , yo ' know in an ' out a lot ta small town ,  an ' ah don ' t know but yuh have 
tub use what God have g ive yo ' tub use .  An ' people would go in, an ' they would 
be acomin ' from the spring an ' they have watah . An ' they have a basin theah tuh 
wash yuh han' . AN ' THE LORD JIS ' SPOKE TUH 'EM, SAID, "LET 'EM BRING WATAH. " 
AN ' AH JIS ' HAD WATAH LIKE THIS AN ' WASH MAH HAN ' . AN ' IN THE NAME OF JESUS, 
SHO ' ENUFF, AH JIS ' THROW THE WATAH. PEOPLE JIS ' FALL OUT, SCREAMIN ' AN ' HOL
LAHIN ' UNDAH THE POWAH OF GOD. God use His people as yo ' , as He s ees f it tub 
live clean . Yuh see the third chaptah of James , uh [ I  mean] Amos 3 and 7 :  "The 
Lord God wlll do nothin ' , but He revea leth untuh his s ervants the prophet s � 
[ Quotat ion accurat e . ] Like yo ' s ervants of  God , then God reveal these things 
unto yuh . God f inished His work. S ix days He made an ' did all the work,  an ' 
the seventh is the , He res ted untuh the Lord thy God . But chah s ee we have so 
many people tuhday don '  know how tub rightly divide the word or t ell yo ' ,  "Honey , 
yo ' j is '  wait on God . God gonna make a way some how . " But Jesus said , "Ah am 
the way . "  Yuh see  what ah mean? Yo ' an'  ah are suppose tuh work. GOD IS NOT 
GON 'A GO AROUN 1 HEAH AN ' DOIN ' WHAT YO ' ALL DOIN ' THIS MAWNIN ' .  

CUBBY That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK He give this Brothah a revelat ion that He  might get yo ' ,  man . 

That choo may go out an ' do the thin' s [ o f  God ] . See , we are taught wrong in 
our churches mos '  evrahwhare .  THAT 'S WHY SO MANY PEOPLE IS, BECOME TUH BE NOTH
ING. THEY SIT DOWN AN '  WAIT ON GOD. AH DON ' WAIT ON, AH DON ' WAIT ON GOD FO ' 
ANYTHING. WHY SHOULD AH WAIT ON GOD WHEN GOD HAS PREPARED EVRAHTHIN ' AH HAVE FO ' 
ME. IF AH SEE SOMETHIN ' AH WAN ' ,  HAVE FAITH IN GOD AN ' GO GET IT. 
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CUBBY Uh , cutting in on you for a minute . 
B ISHOP WOMACK Yes ?  
CUBBY I notice you said something again about wat er . And b efo r e ,  you men-

tioned something about some wat er that you had consecrated . 
BISHOP WOMACK Cons ecra t ed ,  yes . 
CUBBY Uh , wha ' do yuh use this f or?  
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' know, j is '  l ike if yo ' would come [ to me] j is '  l ike this 

lady . If a p erson is us in ' , workin ' by the spirit of God , they has a spring up 
here somewhere , they call the S even Springs . 

CUBBY Oh yes . 
HYATT The S even Springs? 
CUBBY The S even Spring s ,  yes . They hadda • • •  

HYATT You know where  that is?  
CUBBY I don ' t know the exact locat ion of it , but ah ' ve heard of  it . 
BISHOP WOMACK S even Springs is somewheah out between Wildwood an ' Okelah [ ? ] .  

S omewheah out theah b ecuz ah had a white lady , ah mean she come tuh me an ' she 
was possessed wit demons , uh big woman in this town (which town? ] . An ' she come 
out very regulahly . An' people had huPt [ hoodooed]  ' er verah much . An ' ah don ' 
know, but ah have r ead lots about watah . Watah is good fo ' this an ' watah is 
good fo ' that . An ' so she wen ' up an ' brought this watah from the S even Springs . 
She brought me about foah gallons . An' ah had a woman tuh tell me in Tampa the 
othah day that how she ' s  been drinkin ' this watah an ' say that , "Ah don ' undah
s tan ' it , "  say , "What is in this watah? What is it ? "  Well , what do ah know 
what ' s  in the watah . It came from the spring . Tha ' s not mah business . God 
mad e  the watah . Ah don ' know what  kinda chemicals is down theah . An ' they don '  
need me t ry tub tell yo ' that ah  know what kinda chemicals are in  the watah , when 
God made that watah . But He made it fo ' a special purpos e .  Yah s ee what ah 
mean? Now, ah have been tole that peopl e from all ovah goin ' tuh this plac e ,  up 
theah tuh the S even Springs , they don '  know whethah there ' s uranium theah . They 
don'  know whethah ' s  the Ind ians has l ef t  treasur es theah . But they ask me tub 
come go an'  ah prob ' ly b e  leavin ' nex ' week an ' ah ' m  goin ' up there becuz there 
are some outs tandin '  people , money people . An ' they say we will give yo ' a third 
if yo ' j is '  come up an ' j is '  tell us what it is an ' if yo ' do , we gonna build a 
b ig intahdenomination c entah up theah . An ' gonna build a motel an ' plac e fo ' re
tard ed children . Becuz the peopl e who send in '  fo ' me , they got the money , an ' 
they can get a grant . S ee? Ah mean, as long as a person stay ' umble b ef o ' God 
an ' do what God say do , there are many blessin ' s fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' not even ab le tuh 
put the b less in ' s , accordin ' tub Malachi 3 : 10 .  God said He ' l l open up the windah 
out o f  heaven, po ' yo ' out a blessin ' s ,  that choo wil l  not have room enough tuh 
receive it [ quotation correct ] .  Well s e e ,  ah believe that . SEE, AH KNOW THE 
WORL ' .  AH TOLE YO ' MAH HIST 'RY 0 '  LIFE. TRA VELIN ' FROM COAST TUH COAST. AH 
KNOW THAT. BUT SEE NOW, THAT 'UMBLIN ' MAHSELF. AH 'M A ' UMBLE CHILD THAT AH 
MIGHT SEE A BETTAH SIDE OF LIFE, THAN AH DID WHEN AH WAS ON THE ROUGH SIDES OF 
LIFE. 

HYATT Before we go on, you mentioned about the S even Springs . Treasur es . 
Did anyone ever come to you and say they knew where there were some buried treas
ures and ask you to help them dig , get it or locate it or dig it up ? Or anything 
of that sort?  

BISHOP WOMACK No , they j is '  asked me , would yo ' mind come , go in '  an ' s it t in '  
there.  Ah have tole them s o  many thing s .  AH COULD TAKE YO ' IN THERE AN ' BEGAN 
TUB PRAY AN ' HAVE MAH BIBLE RIGHT, AH COULD TELL YO ' MUCH ABOUT YOUR LIFE. SEE 
WHAT AH MEAN? 

HYATT I s ee .  
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BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  it . Becuz f irst thing , ah consult God about yo ' . S ee ,  
an' tha ' s why ah can say , people is people .  Ah don '  care what colah yo ' ar e an ' 
what not .  Yuh b lood is red . The Bible say , Acts 17 : 26 :  "Out o '  one blo od God 
mad e  all nat ions to dwell upon the face of the Earth [ quotation correct ] . " So 
we want to s ee the blood of Jesus . An ' Acts 2 : 42 :  "An ' all o '  God ' s  people 
continued into one doctrine . "  Is that right or wrong? [ Quotat ion approxi
mat ely correct for chap t er and verse . ] 

HYATT That ' s  true .  
BISHOP WOMACK Wel l yuh s ee ,  that ' s  what the Bible said . 
HYATT Well the reason I asked you this , sometimes when they ' re digging up 

this treasure they , they want a preacher to  come , to be reading the Bible or 
pray ing or something while [ they are digg ing ] . They ' re afraid of  the spirits . 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , that ' s  the thing about it . Peopl e  are afraid o f  the 
sp irits .  Ah went out one night wit a man, an ' ah think it was out from Hysperdes 
[Hesperides ? ]  an ' ah had this much experience . We had some dogs , we was huntin ' . 
An ' ah don ' know, but the dogs beg in tub bark an ' hollah an ' run tub an ' fro . 
An ' , but we all was s innahs out d ere . We say we was Chr istians , we all were 
sinnahs . An ' do yo ' know, ah saw somethin ' f ell out the tree? An ' when it 
did , the dog ran down theah at it an ' when,  when they came back they hoopin ' an ' 
hollahin ' . An ' mah f athah say , "We bettah get outa heah . It  look like somethin ' 
j is ' went on ovah our head ! "  Like this . An ' we go t nervous . An ' we went tub 
j umpin ' ovah the fence an ' evahthin ' ,  an ' mah fathah an '  all o '  them got scared 
an ' went tuh the highway . An ' ah went tuh the car . An ' ah had tuh drive the 
car becuz they ' re spirits whethah people believe it o r  no t . There are spir its . 
[ For s imilar hunt ing stories , especially the opossum, see Nos . 2 34-23 7 , p . 65 , and 
probably els ewhere . ]  

But thes e people want me tub go down tuh the S pring . They b elieve ah have 
enough of God in me , an ' ah know ah have enough God .  I f  ah can s et heah , ah can 
c011DD.une wit God . Yuh s ee in Psalm 4 an ' 4 ,  David s ay ,  "How ah lie down an ' ah 
commune with God [ this vers e says " commune with your own heart" ] . Then ah think 
Solomon was one amongst the greates t  men, tha t  was evah down heah j is ' naturally 
s o  [without any command from God ] that he said how he stayed theah , Songs [Song 
of So lomon ] 1 and 18 , how he communed with God . [ S ince ther e is no Song of Songs 
or So lomon ' s  Song 1 : 18 or chapter 18 , we mus t assume the Bishop means the whole 
song or book.  Though the Chris tian Church for c entur ies has wrung its hands in 
despair trying to allegorize the human love of this love classic , the Bishop 
rightly sees human love as communion with God ! ]  

Then we read in the 1 2 th chaptah of Acts Apos tles where , when Peter was theah 
communin' wit God , an ' they had kil led James j is '  b efo ' Eas tah . Yo ' s ee what 
ah ' m  talkin ' about ? An '  by him communin' wit God , then God sen '  an' angel from 
heaven an ' unloo sed him [ from prison ] an ' say , "Ris e ,  an ' get outa heah quickly . " 
An ' when he went , yo ' know, he went tub this house wheah these mo thahs wuz havin ' 
prayah . So this is the thing , that what ah mean tub say , that we need tuh come 
back [ to a bet t er religion? ] , Yo ' s ee , if yo ' gonna be  a minis tah ,  ah think the 
Bible says in Acts 20 : 28 ,  " Take heed therefo ' unto yo ' self in which the Holy 
Ghost has made yo ' ovahseeahs tub f eed the Church of  God" [ this is near enough 
to original ] . So see,  it ' s  onlah [ only ] one church, as far as ah ' m  concerned . 
S ee? An ' then when a man has gone in it , yo ' don ' have tuh realize  [what does 
rea lize mean here? ] that nothin ' yo ' gonna speak or say , Becuz yo ' know ah think 
the 14th chaptah o '  St. John in the 16th verse  he say ,  "An '  ah pray tub the fa
thah that He would give yo ' anothah comfo ' tab" [ ref erence 0 .  K. ] .  An ' the 26 th 
of the 14 th chaptah say , "The Comfo ' tah which is the Holy Ghos t  shall lead , 
guide , an ' t each yuh all things at tha t  present hour [ reference O . K. ) .  An ' 
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that ' s  why ah say , here is the thing that nobody don ' have tuh tell a child of  
God yo ' be wit the conversation.  An ' theah is somethin '  that choo could feel . 
Shore ' nuff through God ' s  anno inted an ' these people has been ' roun ' me . [ Is 
he calling hims elf God ' s  annoint ed? ] They have seen so many miracl es wrought , 
until they want me tuh j is ' come an ' sit  down . An' if ah would s et down there 
[ at S even Springs? ] an ' commune , ah wil l know, Brothah . Nobody don ' haveta tell 
me . Ah would know . 

HYATT Um hum . By the way , these people that read your palms an ' all that 
sort of  thing , tell fortunes . They somet imes look in a crystal ball . What do 
you think about that?  

BISHOP WOMACK I think they are great . An ' ah ' l l tell yuh why ah think they 
are great . Ah have no r ight • • •  

HYATT I mean,  I ' m not asking you to critic ize  or anything . 
BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! Ah ' m  j is '  gonna say this . Why ah say they are 

great , that we must firs ' look at the Bibl e .  Now this is of the wor l ' .  Yo '  see 
what ah mean? An ' yo ' know we have a lotta people in the world , don ' t we? Now 
when we go intuh , now this is where a lotta this swin ' le an ' cheatin '  an ' a lot
ta robb ' ry an ' brib ' ry comin ' in. Yo '  mus ' remembah in the 2nd chaptah of Danie t ,  
that the soothsayah , the palmis t ,  an ' all tho s e  wis e men • • •  

HYATT Yes , yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  yo ' remembah that . Yo '  remembah that how, that they was 

Nebuchadnazah ,  these was a nebuchadnazah men , weren ' t they? 
HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Nebuchadnazah knew God , but he wan ' ed [wanted ] tuh use hims elf 

mo ' then the God of  Shadrack , Meshack and Abend igo an ' Daniel . An ' yo ' remembah 
that when these palmists an ' evahthin ' ,  tha t  when he had the dream • • •  

HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ya ' remembah? Nebuchadnezzar had the dream .  An ' when he had 

the dream , he j umps in an ' then he call all his soothsayahs , his palmis ' s ,  his 
!__an ' what not ,  all these great men. An ' when he asked them tuh interpretate 

the dream , nobody can interpretate it , could they? Huh? But thes e ,  these lit
t le fellahs that which had s tayed b ef o ' God prayin ' , they didn ' t go an ' drink 
the wine an ' becuz they knew bettah .  They j is '  use their body as a livin ' 
sacrif ice . An ' by us in ' their body as a l ivin '  sacrifice , then this man said 
one day , leas ' no [ none ] o '  you can int erpretat e mah dream , ah 'm gon ' have all 
of  yo ' kil led . So befo ' they had him killed , one man said this . "That li ' le 
fellah that yo ' got up theah , that little boy yo ' got up theah, "  says , "why don ' 
chah call them an ' talk tub them? " Is  tha ' r ight? Wasn ' t  it ? An ' he called ' em  
an' he talked tuh ' em. But when he talked tuh o le Daniel , then he gave Daniel 
the name ; was Beltashasar [ Belteshazzar ] yo '  remembah? 

HYATT Umn. 
BISHOP WOMACK Then he took Daniel , an ' as he talked tuh Daniel , then Daniel 

tole ' im ,  he said , "Now , wait king . Befo ' yo ' destroy it , ah wan ' tuh go , Y9 ' 
know an ' on tuhmarrah ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yah yuh dream . An ' on the nes ' [ next ] 
day , he called him an ' tole him all his dream an ' tole j is '  how he was gonna b e  
found wantin ' . Tole him how he was gon' a g o  out an ' eat grass , out wit cows an ' 
evrahthin ' .  Al l tha ' happened , didn ' it?  Well yah see ,  when it come tuh the 
warley [worldly ] things , it proves tuh yo ' that these men was all r ight . S ee? 
But then, the powah of God is more,  becuz the powah o f  God saved the men. Yah 
undahstan' what ah mean? 

HYATT Um. 
BISHOP WOMACK He cannot des troy thes e men, b ecuz thes e chil ' ren what s tayed 

befo ' God prayin ' , an' j is '  drinkin ' bread an ' watah . Not worryin ' about al l 
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the wine an ' all the bes t o f  food an ' evrahthin ' .  The powah was in him becuz 
he s tayed befo ' God , prayin ' . AN ' THIS IS WHAT AH SAY TUHDAY� THAT WE NEED IT 
VERAH MUCH. WE NEED MEN TUH GO BACK. AN ' LES ' [LET US] HAVE PRAYAH� BECUZ IF 
WE DON '�  WITCHCRAF ' IS TAKIN ' OVAH THE WORL ' .  SEE? 

HYATT YOU THINK WITCHCRAFT IS GETTING WORSE? 
BISHOP WOMACK WITCHCRAF ' IS WORSE AN ' WORSE AN ' WORSE ALL THE TIME. 
HYATT Hum • • •  
BISHOP WOMACK Worse an ' worsah all the t ime . Wit chcraf ' is gett in '  worsah 

' cuz the day that yo ' have no preachahs , yo ' have no teachahs , ah ' ll tell yah 
what . Yo ' j is '  travel around up the worl ' theah , way up theah in Wes ' Florida , 
an ' go up in Georgia an ' Ca ' lina an ' yo ' b e  surpris ed tuh see the cars wit num
bah foah l icense on their tuhday . 

HYATT Number four? 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s [ that is ] right . Tha ' s  numbah foah , S t .  Petahsburg , 

P inellas County . 
CUBBY Yeah , they , they go up theah ' cause that ' s  where a lo t o f  the root doc-

tabs , witchcraft workahs out there . 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s right . Witchcraf ' people . Yes . 
HYATT Well , who the • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK Yes . Breakin ' up the families . Tha ' s  why yo ' have so  many 
homes broke up . An ' yo ' [will ] have mo ' .  

HYATT Wel l  where , where are these doators , where are they up there? In these 
places ? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , j is '  var ious p laces . 
HYATT Well , why don ' t they have people down here take care of  ' em? 
B ISHOP WOMACK Well , it ' s  no t many men go in ' a  sacraf ice they life fo ' God .  

S ee ,  yo ' got tuh d ie fo ' the rudiment thin ' s o f  the wor ld , the element thin ' s o f  
the world . Yo ' mus ' d ie .  

HYATT An ' this all ,  but they all think they go up t o  Georg ia , South Carolina , 
somebody ' s  bet ter up there • •  , 

BISHOP WOMACK Oh , they all think s o  until they done lest [ los t ]  all their 
money they spend on ' em,  then they come here . 

HYATT Ha , ha . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yah see what ah ' m  talkin 1 about ? 
CUBBY Right back from where they lef t . 
BISHOP WOMACK Turn right back an ' come here an ' ah makes ' em pray . Tha ' s  

where ah come in at . AH MAKE 'EM PRAISE THE LORD RIGHT IN THEAH� SHOUTIN ' AN ' 
DANCIN '� PRAISIN ' GOD FO ' HIS ALMIGHTY POWAH. 

HYATT They are looking for magic results . 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s right . 
HYATT They don ' t want to do anything for them [ results ] ,  they don ' t want to 

cooperate by praying . 
BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! No cooperat ion, yo ' know, yo ' don ' have no prayah 

meetin ' in no church no mo ' .  Yo ' know they go , " Fathah in heaven we thank The e ,  
beep , beep , beep ! "  Thats it . Yo ' s e e  what ah mean? But the o l d  time , yo ' know, 
we s tayed on our knees t il ' yah felt somethin ' . An ' when yo ' felt that thin ' , 
then yo ' survived . People used tuh walk days an ' nights ,  glorifyin ' God , but 
right now they go tuh church an ' from the church they leave there an ' go tuh the 
barroom . They pull off  their robes , they get drunk. They pull o f f  their robe 
an ' leave them in the barroom . See, these are the thin ' which is destroyin ' the 
freedom of America . So we gonna have tub have some dras t ic dis astah . An ' God 
gonna let it come upon us , that  somebody gon ' a be saved . See ,  how this is the 
thing which we is confrontin ' tuhday . An ' we gon ' a have tub be verah careful . 
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HYATT How? What? 
CUBBY I didn ' t wan ' a ask a ques tion.  I was gon ' a  tell yo ' to ask him about 

this altar , yo ' know, that mos t  of the healers us e .  Yo ' prob ' ly could explain 
it tuh ' em  [ him ]  better about the altar . 

HYATT Well , a person in healing , some people us e altars . But that ' s  primari
ly down around new Orleans where they ' re in a Roman Catholic atmosphere ,  where 
people have more belief in the altar an ' the use of  candles . Now the people 
around here also us e candles but we use  them in a little bit  different way . It 
all depends on what you are us ing . You [ the Bishop ] primarily are using prayer 
alone . That ' s  the main thing . 

A f ellow was t elling us the o ther day about his grandmother who had ab il ity 
to do roo t work and all tha t  sort of thing . And they called her a witch.  The 
people didn ' t know what she was doing . She was associated with a blackb ird that 
was half  blackbird and half owl . Did you ever hear of  that ? Then when she died 
the undertaker put her on the table and was get ting ready to lay her out and this 
blackbird-owl got into the undertaking parlor and al l that sort of thing and when 
they went in there this blackbird-owl had left and this woman had d isappeared . 
Now he ' s  trying to say some way that she and that blackb ird , they are connec t ed 
in some way . 

CUBBY The blackbird was a spirit  of  her , is that i t ?  
HYATT O h ,  the blackbird ' s  probably a part of her , her sp irit or [ famil iar ] 

something of that sort [ accord ing to bel ievers ] .  
BISHOP WOMACK Well you know people who have sold theirself out to the devil , 

anything can happen .  S ee ,  you must remembah this . 
HYATT Yes . [And now follows a very unusual version of  the disappeaPing 

hitchhikeP ! ]  
BISHOP WOMACK Now ah wuz comin ' out o f  Wil ' berry intuh Tampa one day an ' 

there wus a ole lady that ah saw an ' she asked me tub let ' er ride intuh Tampa 
wit me . 

HYATT Uh huh . [Here comes a new and interes ting vers ion of  a story I f irst  
heard on the East ern Shor e o f  Maryland in 1936 . See margin title SUDDEN DIS
APPEARANCE , Nos . 7 3 & 74 , p . 30f . , vol . l . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK An ' when ah got j is '  about intuh Tampa ah looked an ' ah didn ' t  
see this woman . 

HYATT In your car? 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah didn ' t  even see ' er .  Ah d idn ' t even see this woman an ' 

tha ' happen on s ev ' ral occasions . 
HYATT This is s ide three of  cas set tes . We ' re recording Bishop Womack ' s  ex

periences and beliefs and we ' re go ing to talk now . He says he does use an altar . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
HYATT How? Tell me again . Begin there with Reve lations . That was very 

int eres t ing . Repeat the Reve lations , then bring in the altars and candles . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah have an altah in mah hous e .  An ' the reason that ah have 

an altah in mah hous e ,  that Jesus said in Reve lations , ' roun ' about the 22nd 
chaptah, the 1 7 th an ' 18th verse ,  he said , " If any man should add tub the pPoph
esies book , he ' s  gon ' a add the plagues which is in it . An ' if any man shall take 
away from the pPophet ' s  book , that he is gon ' a take out [ b e  taken out o f ]  the 
book of life . [Preced ing reference is Rev . 22 : 18-19 . ]  So in mah exper ience , an ' 
ah mean true experience ,  that he says this in the 8 th chaptah o f  Reve lations [ ? ]  
b eginnin' f rom 1st throughout 5 t h [ ? ]  verse , "An ' where they opened the seal of  
God , he said , the s econ ' angel brought in myrrh , he brought incens e an ' canel
sticks . "  Well we know that canelsticks [ candles t icks ] yo ' us e for canels [ can
dles ] . [ As you know, there were no candles and candles ticks in Biblical t imes , 
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as these words in the King James version of the B ib le sugges t ,  candles no t yet 
having been invented . This is why the English and later the American Revised 
Vers ions changed the word candle to lamp , normally a small clay bowl with handle 
and spout , and float-wick in o l ive o il . ] An ' this incens e .  An ' so , when yo ' go 
befo ' God an ' yo ' pray , befo ' God evah mo ' nin ' [morning ] anoint yuh head wit oil . 
Any man can do it , if yo ' was tub take this incens e an ' wit chere canels . TRERE 
IS A CANEL FO ' POWAH� A RED CANEL FO ' POWAH. THE WHITE CANEL IS FO ' PURITIES. 
THE GREEN CANELS ARE FO ' MONEY. PURPLE CANELS IS FO ' BRING IN ' PEOPLE DOWN FROM 
A HIGH STATE� REPRESENTIN ' TRE ROAD TUH JESUS. Wit all these d iffer en ' thing s ,  
ah mean ah can g o  along o n  an ' j is '  tell yo ' the contents o f  the many thin ' s that 
which ah have had experience.  Yo ' can burn canel when yuh chil ' ren are sick ,  an ' 
when loved one is  go in ' befo ' the j udge an ' what no t ,  an ' God will have mercy an ' 
compas sion , becuz the Bible says , that when yo ' do thes e thin ' , heaven is opened 
an ' the saints of God , the prayah goes up through the smoke , then yo ' know good 
an ' well yo ' an ' ah don ' know wheah the smoke is goin '  tub,  but then God honah 
that through his saints . But we not ice that o thah churches an' thin ' s has used 
lot ' a  canels an ' ah think that this has been a great bless in '  through the Cath ' 
iic organization all the way down in mah experienc e .  Fo ' it ' s  finances [ finan
c ial ] affairs they will us e this - in they s ervices , which ah don ' blame . It  
is really good an ' y ' all  can try it . All , y ' al l  can try it when yo ' go home an ' 
yo ' will f in '  that  when yo ' will pray , that yo ' grow s trong in powahs wit God .  
S ee? 

HYATT By the way , have you ever , as far as you know, have you ever had any-
one o f  the Roman Catholic faith come to you? 

BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
HYATT For advice? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . Yes . 
HYATT Wel l ,  tell me about an exper ience of that type . I mean are they sup

pos ed to come to you? Isn ' t that commit t ing a sin against their church , or what ?  
BISHOP WOMACK Well l et me t el l yo ' somethin ' that ah have found out about 

man . We have all had a weakness in our l ife , an ' has a s ick mess . Ah don' care 
what kinda organization yah be in, there ' s  a s icknes s  ' mongst all . An '  ah have 
had Cath ' lics come tub me becuz ah was in a great healin ' meetin ' . An ' durin '  
the healin ' meet in ' , thes e people wa s  out theah . An '  they didn ' have any money 
j is '  like the othah people didn ' t have none , but yet s t ill they d idn ' wan ' a suf
fah . So when they came in - an ' we had such a great heal in'  meet in ' - then they 
went back tub the pries t an '  they tole me they was gain ' , b ecuz we had Scriptures 
there on what we was doin ' . So  when they went back tub the pries t , the priest 
say , "Well , if yo ' wan ' a go  wit the Bishop Womack yo ' j is '  go on wit ' em . "  Say ,  
"We don ' have no doubt o '  what the man is doin ' , "  he said , " but this not our way 
o '  doin ' thin ' s . 1 1 Well that was very hones t ,  ah think, in them comin ' back an ' 
the pries t sayin ' it . 

HYATT Uh huh, f ine . 
BISHOP WOMACK All r ight . It the same way about Jews . Ah deal wit a lot o '  

Jews . Ah was ovah theah in Tampa the othah day intuh the S t . Joseph ' s  Hospital . 
That ' s  the one ah think ah had been in Buffalo [New York] . An ' intuh thes e dif
f ' ren'  places there are qu ite [ a  number ]  o '  Jews ah have dealin ' wit . Now, they 
don ' supposed tub eat any po ' k  they said . S ee what ah mean? An ' they don'  b e
lieve in Jesus Christ .  Now that what they tell me but they believe in God . 
Well , though they believe in God an ' no t in Jesus Christ , but they have me tub 
come in an ' pray fo ' ' em  becuz ah b elieve bo th . Ah believe Jesss  Chris t  is God ' s  
own son.  An ' ah believe wit ' in mahself , acco ' din ' tub S t .  John , 10 an'  30 , 
that Jesus said , "Ah an ' Mah fathah is One . " [Refer ence corr ec t . ] Ah believe in 
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the 1 7 th chap tah of St .  John, that when Jesus prayed the prayah , said , "Lord , 
make us One" [ verse 11 ] . An ' that ' s  what ah wan ' a  be . Ah wan ' a  be one wit the 
brothahhood . So , an ' when this woman would get s ick, they sen '  fo ' me . Ah hap
pened tuh be  in the hosp ital o thah day ovah theah an ' the rabbi was theah . An ' 
when the rabbi was theah , he went fo ' a check.  [ Be careful Bishop ! I am sure 
you mean he went to aheak her heal th and not to receive a aheak meaning money ! ] 
She didn ' ask him tuh pray , but befo ' ah lef t  she asked me tuh pray fo ' ' er .  An ' 
ah picked up her in mah arm [ put an arm about her ] an ' ah prayed fo ' ' er - this 
was a Jew woman - in the Name of  Jesus . An ' when ah prayed fo '  ' er she said , 
"Thank you . "  Then she gave me a check of $ 3 . 00 .  She say , "Ah f eel a lo ts bet
tah . " Well now she has been operated on an ' she ' s do in ' f ine . An '  when ah go 
ovah theah , then she said uh , "Ah so thank God yo ' didn ' t tell  ' em we eat in ' ole 
spare ribs an ' ham an' all that kinda s tuf f . " So yah s ee ,  in mah way of s eein ' 
l ife we don ' have no thin ' but a bunch of hypocrites in all thes e churches . Yuh 
s ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about .  

HYATT [ To b e  certain I understood , I return to the check ] . D id you say 
something about the Rabbi going for his check or something? 

BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  when she went over there .  That ' s  what he went for , his 
check . 

HYATT Oh , he went for his check . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' he said , "Blah , blah ,  b lah ,  b lah , blah ,  b lah , blah ,  b lah , 

blah , " in prayah , then said , " The check . " An ' when he lef ' out , then she ask me 
tuh pray fo ' ' er .  [All laugh . This probab ly included me . The Bishop was an 
actor , and thes e 9 bZahs were too much to remain s ilent . ]  An '  ah put mah arm • • •  

HYATT She gave him his check, maybe she was afraid no t to , and then - but 
she really want ed you to do the praying ?  [ Continues to laugh . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK Yeah , she really wanted me tuh do the praying . An ' us , ah 
mean, an ' by doin ' the prayin ' , wel l  ah mean she comes ovah tuh mah house right 
now. An ' she ' ll be ovah, this week suppos ed tuh be comin ' up . An ' she come 
ovah an ' they sit  down an '  they talk a lots wit me becuz , ac cordin ' tuh the J ew

ish faith its [ the faith is ] undahneath the laws of  God . An ' we no tice in Num
bahs the 6th chaptah in the s econd an ' the third verse , "Now [ if you gon ' a be so 
technical ]  God tole yuh don '  drink no l ikah , no wine or no strong drinks . "  [ Ref
erence correct . ]  Now God said that . But when yo ' go ovah theah , ah been ovah 
uh they b ig feasts . An ' yo ' know what they have? They have nuthin but wine of  
all kin ' an ' smokin ' o f  all kind an ' they have cakes an ' grapes . So , yo ' see 
when it comin ' down tuh diagnoshin ' [ diagnos ing ] man , as ah have had experience 
in it , ah don ' pay man no min ' , don ' care who he i s , whethah he ' s  pries t ,  bishop , 
or the ? • Ah don ' pay none o f  ' em  no min ' . Only one thing ah see .  Ah wanna 
s ee God in ' im , an ' by his works . That ' s  why ah think Jesus made this statement 
so plain . When they say becuz he was a Jew an' this an ' that yo ' come tuh con
demn the laws of Moses . But Jesus say in John roun ' about 7 : 16 says , " I f  yo ' d  
[ you had ] knowed Me , yo ' d  [ you would ] known whethah it was Mah doctrine or 
whethah i t  was o '  God . "  [ It was ac tually John 7 : 17 . ] He said , "Did not Mos es 
give yo ' the law an ' yet none o f  yo ' kept the law? Why go  about to kill me? 1 1  
[ John 7 : 19 . ] What ah feel though , this what we should [ do ]  is l et our work shine 
b efo ' men. Evrabody has the same min ' an ' same conscience whethah we use it or 
not .  An ' if we wuz tuh do that - don ' yo ' know if yuh hand was cut off  tuhday 
an ' yo '  see  yuh bab ies out d ere,  some a lov ed ones - yo ' see  them out there wit 
their leg cut off  - yo ' know good an ' well yo ' want somebody tuh do somethin ' 
good fo ' it . But undahneath the law,  we are suppo s ed tuh go an ' s tay in our 
hous e an ' when the day of the f east , we supposed [ to ]  go out theah an ' get s tuff 
an ' bring it in, but we don ' go out on the Sabbath day . 
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HYATT Yes , I know . 
BISHOP WOMACK But tuhday we has a greatah thing in the Sabbath that ' s  the 

Lord wit ' in [ within ] man . An ' if we got Chris ' wit ' in us , then we wan ' a  let our 
light so shine . So ah don ' pay no ' tent ion hardly tub what man say ,  regardless 
about his relig ion affiliation . Religion is only a duty . James 1 : 2 7 an ' 28  say 
religion is a duty . Tub vis it the widows an ' do benevolence tub the orphan , then 
rendah yo ' know untuh the sick . Vis it the s ick an ' all this diff ' ren ' thing 
[ reference is somewhat s imilar ] .  But tuhday we hardly have these kinda people . 
Now that ' s  religion . Religion does not mean tub say that we are born by the 
spirit of God . So the thin ' about it , we mus t eat the whole book , if yo ' an ' ah 
wan ' a be very successful in this sp iritual warfare . Then we are one . We are no 
more s eas [ ? ]  by the Gentiles . But when a man b ecome in the body of Christ , then 
we are drafted [ grafted? ] through the spirit of God that , that makes us a Jew 
through the body of  Jesus Chris t .  Now [ that is ] accordin ' tub Ga latians , the 
3rd chaptah in the 8th an ' the 9 th verse [ quotation correct ] .  An ' then the Bible 
say in the lOth verse that , " Cursed be evrahone of  yo ' that continyah intuh the 
law an ' do not evrahthin ' that ' s  written intuh the Book of the Law . " [Quotat ion 
correc t . ] But who could keep the law? The f irs ' fruit , the f irs ' dove , the f irs'  
book , the f irs ' ram .  Who could keep the law an ' offah up a bull an ' actions unto 
God? Well yuh see , this is not it . 

HYATT TO CUBBY Just a moment . Remind me when we leave , I want to get a p ic
ture o f  the Bishop , the Bishop and me together . And then the three of us togeth-
er . 

BISHOP WOMACK Right , that ' d be good . 
HYATT Sure . I think so , I real ly think so . And Brother Knowles has a par

t icular case  • • •  l et him explain it in the recording himself . 
BISHOP WOMACK [ shouts ] Brothah Knowles ! Come ' re !  But it ' s  so many people 

been healed . He has been blind fo ' several yeahs , yah think a that ! Fo ' s everal 
yeahs ! An ' ah mean he coudn ' see an ' couldn ' walk .  An ' that ' s  j is ' only a touch 
o f  the powah of God . He j umped up an ' began tub run [ aft er he was healed ] . 

HYATT Do you think that some , some healers are fakes ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah know they are . Ah don '  have tub think that . 

seen diff ' runt men that use oil tub bewitch the min ' s of  people . 
fo ' med that they put somethin ' in o il that make the people go out 
somethin ' colorless ,  a clor ' fo ' m [ chloroform] yo ' know? 

HYATT Oh ! 

Ah know ah ' ve 
An '  ah was in
their min ' , 

BISHOP WOMACK An ' all those  diff ' run ' thin ' s an ' put evil spirits in there . 
S ee ,  ah mean , we are livin ' an ' in a day , it is some way it wuz in the day when 
God tole Moses tub go down amongs t  Pharaohs . Yuh see , he did the same thin ' , 
both o f  ' em.  But one thing about it , wit God yo ' can j is '  assume , yo ' can j is '  
des troy all the works o f  the Devil . Yuh see? So that ' s  what this thing cons ists 
o f  tuhday .  Ah mean wit men comin ' here wit all kin ' o '  wit chcraft wit men an ' 
women . An ' whatevah they do tub people ,  ah could lay mah han ' on yuh . S ee what 
ah ' m  talkin ' about ? IT IS THE POWAHS OF GOD, GLORY TUH GOD, GO THROUGH MAH BODY. 
SEE! FROM THE FATHAH. BY LIVIN ' A CLEAN LIFE IS JIS ' TUH FIN ' THE TRUTH. 

KNOWLES AMEN. 
BISHOP WOMACK SEE, WHEN YO ' SPEAK THE TRUTH, THE TRUTH MAKE US FREE. 
HYATT THAT 'S RIGHT. 
BISHOP WOMACK SEE? SO NOW THAT 'S WHA T WE ALL GON 'A HA VE  TUH DO. STAND IN 

TRUTH. 
HYATT NOW WHO, WHO IS THIS? IS BROTHER • • •  
BISHOP WOMACK BROTHAH JAMES KNOWLES. 
HYATT THIS IS BROTHER JAMES KNOWLES? K-N-0-W-L-E-S? 
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BISHOP WOMACK THAT 'S RIGHT. 
KNOWLES YES, YES, YES. 
HYATT NOW, WILL YOU TELL HIM - YOU SPEAK TO HIM AND TELL HIM THAT WE 'D LIKE 

TO HAVE, HOW DID HE GET THIS. WAS HE BLINDED, DID YOU SAY? 
BISHOP WOMACK He was blind . An ' he couldn ' t even walk . 
HYATT Do you know? Does he know how he , does he have any idea how he was 

blinded? Or anything? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , muscle neurosis destroys the body of  a man . 
HYATT I see .  
BISHOP WOMACK S ee .  An ' as a doctah [M . D . ] will tell  you • • •  

HYATT This wasn ' t a spell put on him . 
BISHOP WOMACK This is j is '  a ord • • •  a nat ' ral , nat ' ral , nat ' ral d is ease .  
HYATT Natural disease . And then what happened? 
BISHOP WOMACK What happened tuh Brothah Knowles ? 
HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , he had a cousin , an ' his cous in ' s name wus S is tah Gladys 

Davis at this puhticulah time . An ' she come tuh see me about her bein ' heal . 
An ' she ast  me , say , "Ah have a cousin , Bishop , that ah wan ' choo tuh pray fo ' . " 
She said , "Would yuh go out there?" An ' ah tole her no , ah wouldn ' t  go anywah . 
Ah said , "Ah feel like this . Tha ' cha all have a miss ion tuh do . An ' if yo '  go 
on an ' do yuh mis sion, ah will do mine . But ah ' m  no t goin ' out . "  An ' so she 
say , "Well , would yo ' pray fo ' ' em? " Say , "Ah know God will heal him ' cuz ah 
look at the miracles have been done . "  We has been on the f iel ' diff ' run ' times 
tuhgethah an ' she have saw de blind receive dere s ight an ' all mannahs o '  d is
seases healed . Anyways ,  that aftahnoon , ah tole her , "Will yo ' have him theah?"  
An ' so they went by  an ' they got him an ' they p icked him up  in  the  cah [ auto
mobile ] ,  an ' then they put the wheel in the back of the cah - wheelchair . An ' 
so , when they put the wheelchair in the cah , we went on ovah tuh the Temple . 

So when we got tuh the Temple that night , he was j is '  so despond en ' , yo ' 
know, the way he didn ' wan ' a even much l ive . An ' so  then ah said , " Son, " when 
they brought [ him] in the church , they carried him an ' s i t  him in a wheelchair . 
An ' ah said , " Son , "  ah said , "How yah doin ' ? "  He saz [ in mimicking tone ] , "Ah 
don ' know how ah ' m  doin ' . "  Ah says , "Wel l ,  ah wan ' a ask yo ' one ques tion . Do 
yo ' know Jesus? "  He said , "Ah [ still mimicking ] ,  been a Presbyterian fo ' thirty 
yeah • • •  " Ah said , "Yo ' s  a Presy as s [ says as 2 words ] .  Now look at  your con
dition .  Ah wan ' a know do yo ' know Jesus ? Ah don ' wan ' a know what church o ' gan
ization,- cuz ah ' m  not interes t ed in tho s e  thin ' s .  Jesus heals an ' Jesus save . "  
An ' so he says , "Y�s s�h . " Ah said , " But do yah know ' im? " He says , "Ah don ' 
know . " Ah said , "Yo ' will know ' im . "  An ' when ah tole ' im  he will know Jesus , 
yo ' know he kinda go t angry wit me . An ' ah loves fo ' a person tuh get angry . 
That ' s  the t ime yo ' can cas t the Devil out of  ' im .  [ALL LAUGH . ] 

An ' so ah went tuh the peano [ piano ] an ' ah b egan tuh sing , "Presious Lawd , 
Take Mah Han ' . "  That ' s  what ah said . An ' so  when ah was singin ' that , ah noticE. 
he was like a ,  some LittLe 'possoms [ ? ]  one time went b Lind, an ' it looked l ike 
they was s ittin ' fo ' somethin ' .  An ' ah said tuh ' im ,  "How yah feelin ' now? " 
He said he don ' know how he felt . So ah went an ' asked God , "Remembah me Jesus . "  
Ah said , "Ah wan ' cha ' tuh s ee me as though yo ' was on the cross dyin ' fo ' all 
we s innahs . An ' when ah spoke that word , the Powah was ,  j is '  drove me up an ' ah 
go t up an ' went , layed mah han ' s ,  sho ' ' nuff ,  on his head , an ' ah said , " In the 
Name of Jesus , ah comman ' this damnable sp irit tuh come out . "  An ' when ah d id ,  
ah s tood theah an ' ah felt the unct ion , an ' when ah 4id , that t ime ah moved mah 
han' an ' he j umped an ' ran all aroun ' the church , prais in ' an ' glorifyin ' God . 
An '  when he went , ah tole ' em  tuh bring ' im  back . He b egan tuh shout . Ah said , 
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" Br ing ' im  back an ' set ' im ovah heah . " An ' ah began tuh talk tuh ' im an ' he 
began tuh look roun ' l ike this [ demons trates ] tuh try tuh catch mah vo ice .  An ' 
ah says , " Son, yah blin ' ? "  He sayd , "Ah can ' t s ee . " An ' ah went , threw mah han ' 
on the man ' s fo ' haid an ' ask God tuh remove this b l in ' ness fo ' ' im .  [ The pre
ceding little opos soms sound like a folk tale . ] 

HYATT You mean you put your hand right over on his , his forehead? 
BISHOP WOMACK Right on ' is fo ' aid . 
HYATT Yes , uh huh . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' ah as t God tuh remove this demon. An ' when ah did,  ah say , 

"What do yo ' see now?" Ah knew God had touched ' im ,  b ecuz He [ God ] t ouch me . 
An ' when he did , he say , "Ah can s ee somethin ' look like trees movin ' . "  Well , 
that ' s  the same way this woman say when Jesus touched ' er .  She could see som ' um  
[ something ] like trees movin ' [Mark 8 : 24 ] . [ The Bishop becomes s o  involved he 
changes the blind man of Mark into a woman ! ] An ' he said that . An ' so that 
t ime ah say , "Well ,  thank yo ' ,  Jesus . "  An 1 he said , "Thank yo ' ,  Jesus , "  an ' he 
said , "Ah can see .  Ah wuz blind , but now ah see . " An ' so tha ' is the way this 
happen tuh ' im . An ' he been go in '  evah s inc e .  An ' he is here f o '  a tes t imony 
fo ' hisself . 

HYATT Well he certainly is ! 
B ISHOP WOMACK Yeah , so he can see ,  he can walk . 
HYATT How long ago did this happen? 
BISHOP WOMACK This been happen now, how long?  [ Question evident ly address ed 

to Knowles . ]  About two yeahs?  
KNOWLES I ' s  [ it is ] a longah [ t ime ] . 
BISHOP WOMACK Two or three yeahs ? 
KNOWLES Two o '  three yeahs . Three yeahs . 
BISHOP WOMACK [ Calls someone ] "Honey ! "  [Whistle , whis t le ]  "Mother ! [His 

wife . ] How long has Bro thah Knowles been healed ? "  [ Pause . ] 
WOMAN ' S  VOICE 1966  
B ISHOP WOMACK ' 66 .  
HYATT Oh ! ' 66 .  
B ISHOP WOMACK Yes . Well , yah know , ' eres so many things happenin ' ,  ah fo ' 

gets about , ah • • •  
HYATT Oh , I know . You should  keep a diary . 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh , yo ' know , it ' s  so  many names in theah right now.  An ' ah 

should keep a diary , but yo ' know, ah has nevah been a person look l ike tuh care 
about diaries , becuz ah ' m  goin' all the t ime .  

HYATT I know , I know . Well I ,  I f ind i t  very difficul t t o  write  up things 
that happened too . I mean your mind is thinking about other thing s , that ' s  
something , sort of a j ob for a bookkeeper . 

BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  what ah mean. Yo ' need a bookkeepah . Ah had a s ec
retarah , they used tub keep it down , but ah mean people is comin ' this day , tub
day , an '  right behin ' one ano thah , an ' God is j is '  usin' me , an ' a man o f  God , 
re ' ly [ really ] ah ' ve had one t ime I think about 29 7  people [ in a day? ] .  

HYATT Well now , t ell me about your temple , for example , what was [ is ]  the 
name of  the T emple? 

BISHOP WOMACK God ' s  T emple . 923 N inth S treet , S outh . 
HYATT S t . Petersburg , Florida . 
BISHOP WOMACK St . Pet ersburg , Flor ida . Tha ' s  right . 
HYATT Have you a s et form of  s ervice in there? Now , you have a service every 

Sunday ? Or during the week? 
B ISHOP WOMACK Sunday and Tuesday and Thursday . An ' ah ' m  hopin ' tub go intuh 

a revival from Sunday on.  



4 72 6  - Memo irs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

HYATT This coming Sunday? 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s right . 
HYATT And then what?  Will you have it every day then? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah , ah have it day an ' night , b ecuz we are goin' tub have a 

heal in ' meetin ' an ' a �d-Gospe Z preachin ' revivaZ.  
HYATT Are you having somebody come to help you or are you going to do it by 

yourself? 
B ISHOP WOMACK Well , mos ' ly by mahself becuz yo ' j is '  don '  have too many heal

aha an ' what no t . Now if anybody come - whose so evah [whosoever ] will - let ' im  
come . 

HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK AN ' WHATEVAH THE LAWD LEAVE 'EM, BUT AS FO ' AS ME SENDIN ' OUT, 

GETTIN ' OTHAH PREACHAHS, AH HAVE DONE THAT, BUT IT 'S NEVAH, YO ' DON ' EVAH ACCOM
PLISH ANYTHING THAT WAY. 

HYATT Does anyone ever get up and want to tes tify or preach or something of  
that sort?  

BISHOP WOMACK Oh yes - yes , yes , yes . We have ' em get up an ' test ify . 
HYATT And you let them , unless they become too much of a - well suppos e a 

person gets up and tes tif ies a lot of things that you wouldn ' t  approve of or 
something of that sort?  

BISHOP WOMACK Wel l , ah don ' har ' ly evah run intuh that . Ah mean that • • •  

HYATT Then you don ' t have that trouble . 
BI SHOP WOMACK No , ah nevah har ' ly run intuh that , b ecuz they know ah ' m  a man 

s tan '  up fo ' what the Word says . An ' they has a made-up min ' befo ' d ey come 
heah . 

HYATT Chances are they will behave themselves at a meet ing of that type . 
BISHOP WOMACK Very nicely . Very nicely . 
HYATT YOU TXJN 'T HAVE ANY SET FORM OF SERVICE? DOES HE [DO YOU]  LET THE SER-

VICE MOVE THE WAY THE SPIRIT TELLS THEM? 
BISHOP WOMACK THE SPIRIT LEADS. WHATEVAH THE SPIRIT LEADS, THAT 'S IT. 
HYATT I SEE. I SEE. 
BISHOP WOY..ACK AH HA VE  NO FO 'M OF FO 'MALITY ABOUT GOD 'S SERVICES BECUZ AH 

FEEL LIKE, YAH KNOW, THAT HAS DESTROYED THE CHURCH OF THE LIVIN ' GOD TUHDAY. 
YO ' GO TUB CHURCH, YO ' KNOW YO ' GOIN ' THERE. YO ' GO IN MAYBE TUH SING A SONG. 
YO ' SING A HYMN. AN ' THEN YO ' READ THE SCRIPTAHS. THEN YO ' PRAY. AN ' THEN 
THE PREACHAH GET UP TUB SAY WHAT HE HAS TUB SAY. THEN YO ' SING ANOTHAH SONG. 
YO ' TAKE UP A COLLECTION AN '  THAT 'S ALL. BUT THAT HAS KILT THE CHURCH TODAY. 
THAT 'S A FO 'M [FORM] OF GOD, BUT NOT ACCORDIN ' TUH GODLINESS. 

HYATT Do you feel that p eopl e  should be  p ermitted to express themselves any 
way they want to , more or less , in a church s ervice? 

BISHOP WOMACK I feel that they should . 
HYATT Wel l ,  at  Corinth you know , they spoke wi th tongues .  You know back in 

pioneer days in this count ry people used to - they had jerks . The Shakers used 
to shake - you know , they danced .  Dancing in the church . There was dancing back 
in the Middle Ages . 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , let ' s  remembah this . In the !50 th Psa ' m ,  God says , 
"Praise Him with evahthin ' . Prais e  Him wi th the danc e ,  the harp , the Zitah [ ? J , 
pra ise ' im  wit evahthin 1 • " 

HYATT That ' s  r ight . 
BISHOP WOMACK An' if God ,  Malachi three an ' six ,  the Lord said , "Ah ' m  the 

Lord thy God an ' ah change not . "  [ Reference correct . }  An ' now it ' s  j is '  the 
same as yo ' say yah took prayah out the schools . They rais e hell f o '  pray in ' 
in the schools , now yo ' got hell in the s chools sure enuff . S ee what ah 'm  
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talkin ' about ? 
HYATT I know .  
BISHOP WOMACK But now , yah , me between [ between you and me ] yo ' cut the 

freedom an ' this why ah don ' t b elieve in all this preachin ' stuff tuhday . 
HYATT The spirit mus t  express itself ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Let the spirit express itself as it see fit . 
HYATT That ' s  right . 

4 7 2 7  

BISHOP WOMACK Yah s ee .  An ' a s  for u s  speaking i n  tongues , Chris t spoke in 
tongues on the cross . 

HYATT That ' s  right . [ I  am merely agreeing with him here .  This was not 
speaking with tongues . ]  

BISHOP WOMACK Eli ,  Eli , bla , blah , whew ! Jesus have mercy ! Chr is t spoke in 
tongues on the cross , becuz he was dyin ' fo ' mah an ' yuh s in .  An ' ah ' ve foun ' 
this out . In mah experience , THE NIGHT THE LO 'D JIS ' KNOCKED ALL THAT OUTA ME 
[p . 4 705 ] ,  AH SPOKE IN TONGUES. IT 'S NOT OFTEN. BUT WHEN AH GET SO HIGH INTUH 
THE SPIRIT SOMETIMES, AH BEGIN TUH SPEAK THINGS AH DON ' KNOW NOTHIN ' ABOUT, BUT 
PEOPLE BE 'S HEALED. Ah seen ' em speak in tongues . It ' s  no t a mattah , but it ' s  
let t in '  yo ' know that choo have died from the rudiment thin ' of the worl ' . 

HYATT Sometimes if you are speaking in tongues , can some other person explain 
what you are saying ? 

BISHOP WOMACK Ah have been a intahpretah . Now, we must take the Bible fo ' 
what the Bible says . All right , yo ' take I Corinthians , 14 , 2 7 , and 2 8  [ ref
erence correct ] .  Yo ' take Galatians , the 3rd chaptah , the 4 th chaptah , the 11th 
an ' 1 2 th vers e .  Now God say He gave ' em  • • •  Now this is fo ' the church . He said , 
f irst apostles , then t eachahs , then healahs , then evangelists , then interpretahs . 
So now, if we not gon ' a have any intahpretin '  in the church , we s t ill ain ' t got 
the church . S ee wha ' ah mean? So now , if we gonna preach the Bible about Jesus 
Chris t save , ah don ' see why should we wan ' a cond em '  the intahpretah of  the 
church . The intahpretah was their livin ' God , when the Son of God was bein ' , 
givin ' his life fo ' yo ' an ' ah . An ' in this intahpretation it  was [ chants words ] 
"Eli , Eli , mah God , mah God , why has Thou fo ' saken me? "  So ah f eel  like we 
should let a man know what thus says the Lord , an ' then yo ' be free tuh s erve 
God like yo ' wan ' a .  If yo ' don ' believe in it , it s till don ' make the word of  
God is not right . 

HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah believe in freedom of evahthin ' .  Ah don '  b elieve in b ein ' 

a hypocrit e ,  s ee? If , if the Holy Spirit would fall on yo ' ,  on h im ,  on me , an ' 
God was manifes ted , let that be God work. Evahbody no fool now, yo ' know . 
Dur in ' the back [ backwards ]  time , all nat ions undah heaven was theah an ' the 
Holy Ghost  fell on it an ' begin tuh speak in uttahrance of tongues . An '  den yo ' 
take uh , Isaiah , the 28th chap tah an ' 11th [ lO th ]  verse .  Well yo ' know b eg in
nin ' from the f irs ' , it says , "Line upon line an ' precepts  on precepts .  Becuz 
the prophets an ' the apostles , all of them ' as erred through wine an ' s trong 
drinks" [ Isaiah 2 8 : 7 ] . Now if they erred through wines an ' s trong drink, then 
he said , "Line upon line an ' precepts upon precepts [ Isaiah 2 8 : 10 ] . Here a lit
tle an ' there a lit tle,  an ' wit the s tammahin ' of  the lips , an ' the utterances 
of tongue will he speak to this people [ Isaiah 28 : 10-1 1 . ] Talkin ' about the 
Gentile race . S ee what ah ' m  talkin'  about? He ' s  bringin ' the Gentile race in
tub one body , of the Jewish faith that has b een b elieve in the Lord an ' Saviour 
Jesus Christ . S ee? That ' s  the bat t le . But when Jo el said this [ chapter ] 2 : 15 
tole us j is '  how tuh go about this religion warfare . An ' when p eople gon ' a say 
we are crazy , they say that on the day when Christ ' stablish the Church , they 
sayed he was drunk . But Peter was theah up in Acts 2 an ' 1 7  [ 2 : 15-16 ] said , 
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"These are no t drunk as yo ' think they are . But this is that which is spoken 
by Joel an ' the prophets . "  [ Joel says ] "IN THE LAS ' DAY_, " SAYS GOD_, "AH 'M GON 'A 
PO ' OUT MAH SPIRIT AG 'INST ALL FLESH. " HE DIDN ' SAY WHITE_, BLACK_, YELLAH_, BROWN_, 
OR EVRAH OTHAH COLAH_, OR RED. HE [JOEL ] SAZ_, "AH 'M GON 'A PO ' OUT MAH SPIRIT 
AG 'INST ALL FLESH AN ' YUH SONS AN ' YUH DAUGHTAHS SHALL PROPHESY [JOEL 2 : 28 ] . "  
BUT TUHDAY WE HAS NO PROPHECY IN THE CHURCH. YO ' KNOW WHY? ISAIAH SA W THE DAY 
THAT THE CHURCH IS COMIN ' TUH NOTHIN ' BUT JIS ' A WINE BIBLAH 'S HOUSE. HE SPOKE 
IT RIGHT THEAH IN ISAIAH THE 56TH CHAnAH BEG INN IN ' FROM THE 9TH THROUGHOUT THE 
1 2TH VERSE [REFERENCE O. K. ] HE SAY_, "WHOM SHALL HE TEACH KNOWLEDGE_, WHOM SHALL 
HE MAKE UNDAHSTAN ' DOCTRINE. " THESE MEN NOW DEY SCARED TUH PREACH GOSPEL_, BECUZ 
THEY KNOW THE PEOPLE AIN 'T GON 'A GIVE 'EM THAT MONEY. [All laugh . ]  

S ee? An ' by the people no t g ive them money , they got evrahthin ' in there fo ' 
evrah game of  their own quartahs . De Bible says they take an ' give ' em  wine tub
day . Talkin ' about the Lord ' s  Suppah . An ' they go r ight outa that an ' do much 
more abundantly . In o thah words they say they the fathah o '  the church ,  then 
they go out an ' have they own daughtahs an ' the deacons go r ight out an ' have 
dere own mo thah . Now this is what the Bible says . Ah mean , le ' s  [ let ' s ]  take 
the Bible  fo ' what it say .  S ee? I f  ther e ' s a weakness now , theah ' s  no sp irit 
in theah . An ' ah have f ound that very much in the o ' ganizations which ah ' m  
aroun ' . I f  the man come in theah , the Baptist get tuhgethah - s ee ah ' m free an ' 
they know ah ' m fr ee fo ' n , ' cuz they can ' t b eat me wit the Gospel becuz ah ' ll 
whoop ' em on they haid . Ah mean , ah ' ll put i t  down on theah . So ah ' ll l is t en 
tuh this group heah . They ' ll get off an ' say , we are this an ' we are that ovah 
theah an ' we • • •  but the Bib le says we should be one . See? We oughta be one in 
Chr is t ,  j is '  l ike ah mean a husban ' an' a wife .  This is a great myst ' ry accord
in ' tuh the t eachin ' of  Paul in the 15th chaptah o f  I Cor inthians . This we speak 
of is a great mys tery , not only a marriage in , in flesh , but a marriage in spir it . 
Now , this is  what the church , the worl ' needs . [ Surely 1 Cor . l5 had great influ
ence on the Bishop , certainly he  is a black P aul ! ] 

HYATT I haven ' t heard anything from you [ Cubby ] in a long time . Now what 
sort of  ques t ion have you? 

CUBBY I was sitting here , gathering a little , a few quest ions . I wanted to 
ask the Bishop , in your experience  with healing . You were  t elling us this mor
ning , you know about the woman that had cancer or something . 

BISHOP WOMACK Yeah . 
CUBBY They had given up her for dead . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah . 
CUBBY I wish , I want you to go over this again for us . That was very much 

of interest to me . 
HYATT That ' d b e  f ine . Will you tell the whole story? 
BISHOP WOMACK All right , j is '  a moment , I wanna say this too . J is '  now y o '  

a s t  me somethin ' . It came ovah me twic e about this woman . This woman was Fankie 
[ Fannie? ]  Davis . He tha ' which yo ' know wit the Apo s tl es . S omethin ' y ' all asked 

me concernin ' the Apos t les . Did we get that straight ened out ? 
CUBBY No , I asked you , you know . You said the people wantin ' t o  us e the 

Twelve Apos tl es in root work. So what I was tryin ' to f in ' out , did th�y use 
somethin '  that would represent each Apos tle , to say that this was the Twelve 
Apostles ? Say somethin ' that [was ] associated with the Apos t le? Mayb e this 
Apostle you ment ioned [ had ] s omethin' [ to do ] about leather , about I mean deer
skin. Mayb e one Apost le here an ' a f ig leaf . Maybe an Apo s t le ,  yo ' know , � 
dealt with somethin ' that had t o  do with the f ig leaves . He mighta prophes ied 
with the f ig leaves • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK Mr . Cubby , it ' s  j is '  a ma ttah of undah the law ,  back in there 
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[ in those t imes ] that there ' s  many things that were used in the o thah country . 
Yah see what ah mean? But the Apostles , they preached the Gospel . They went 
t

"
rom house tuh house daily breakin ' the bread which was the word o f  God .  An ' 

that ' s what they used . BUT WHEN COMIN ' DOWN TUH LETTAHS, THEY USE PAHCHMEN ' FO ' 
THE LETTAHS. YAH SEE? AN '  TUHDAY THAT [IS THE REASON? ]  YO ' AN ' AH CAN TAKE 
PAHCHMEN ' AN ' COMMUNICATE WIT GOD. AN ' WHATEVAH THE WRD, THE LORD WILL SPEAK, 
TUH YUH IN A WHISPAH, IF YO ' EVAH GET THAT DEEP IN SPIRITUALISM. See? An ' yo ' 
kin take an ' write a many thing , but it  will be directly from the word o f  God . 
That choo can keep this bro thah , that choo can help him . You can pray that 
prayah to ovahcome the min ' , the bewi tched min ' in which people has cast upon 
you .  AH HAVE "PRAYAH HAN 'KACHEFS" FO ' PEOPLE AN ' AH SEN ' THEM ALL OVAH [THE 
COUNTRY? ] .  AN '  WHEREVAH THEY ARE FOUN ' BY THESE DEMONS, THAT THEY BE RELIEVED 
THROUGH ONE BOTTLE O '  OIL AN ' A "CONSECRATED HAN 'KERCH 'EF. " YAH SEE, THIS CON
SECRATED HAN 'KERCH 'EF AN ' TOWEL ARE, WE SUPPOSED TO GO IN FAST AN '  PRAY. I 
THINK YOU READ IN THE 19TH CHAPTAH OF THE ACTS APOSTLES AN '  BEGINNIN ' FROM 'ROUND 
ABOUT THE, THE 1 1TH AN ' 1 2TH VERSE [REFERENCE CORRECT ] WHERE GOD WROUGHT MIRACLES 
THROUGH THE HAN 'S OF PAUL. YOU REMEMBAH? 

HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Through han ' kerch ' efs an ' towels , aprons an ' thin ' s .  Well now , 

if we gon ' a l ive clean , if  we gon ' a  be holy people , shouldn ' t we do the same 
thing in the chur ch? S ee ,  this was given to the church . 

HYATT That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK Well s ee , p eople is no t gon ' a preach this thing an ' teach this 

th ing in the church , b ecuz yo ' don ' har ' ly have no preachahs an ' thin ' in the 
chur ch .  Furs ' [ f irst ] thin ' that they wil l tell yo ' is that ah have , was talkin ' 
this on Sat ' day , "WELL, GOD DIDN ' GIVE EV 'RY MAN THE SAME KIND O '  GIFT. " NO, 
GOD DIDN ' GIVE A MAN A GIFT, BUT HE GON 'A ONLY TUH YORE ABIL 'TY - THAT WHICH YO ' 
CAN UNDAHSTAN ' .  BUT SO MUCH OF US DON ' WANNA UNDAHSTAN ' NOTHIN ' BUT JIS ' THE 
"GREEN POWAH" [ GREEN PAPER MONEY ! ] • SEE? WE LAYED ON OFF THAT POWAHS OF GOD 
FO ' "GREEN POWAH. " IN TIMOTHY SIX AN '  TEN SAYS THE LOVE OF "GREEN POWAH" IS SIN. 
[ I  Timo thy 6 : 10 :  "For the love of money is the roo t  o f  all evil , "  King James 
Version . The New English Bible , New Testament - Oxford University Press & Cam
bridge Univel'sity Press, 1961 - has no t  changed the trans lation : "The love of 
money is the root of a l l  evi l "  adding only "things . " ]  S ee what ah ' m talkin ' 
about ? 

HYATT Now wait a minut e .  With those prayers you have , do you have a printed 
prayer that you give a person? A prayer that ' s  printed that you give to a per
son? 

BISHOP WOMACK No . 
HYATT YOU SAID A HANDKERCHIEF OR SOMETHING? 
BISHOP WOMACK YES, AH HAVE HAN 'KE ' CH 'EFS. 
HYATT NOW, WHAT ARE THEY SUPPOSED TO DO WITH THAT HANDKERCHIEF? 
BISHOP WOMACK YO ' CAN JIS ', YO ' CAN CARRY IT IN YOUR WALLET. YO ' CAN CARRY 

IT ON YORE BODY. WE HAVE A LOTTA PEOPLE. AH HAD A • • •  
HYATT WELL THE HANDKERCHIEF IS A SPECIAL, A HANDKERCHIEF THAT YOU BLESS? 
BI SHOP WOMACK YES, A HAN 'KE ' CH 'EF AH BLESS. 
HYATT YOU ESPECIALLY BLESS? 
BISHOP WOMACK BLESS. 
HYATT AND THIS IS SUPPOSED TO - COULD IT BE USED IF YOU HAD AN AILMENT OF 

SOME SORT? 
BISHOP WOMACK RIGHT,. RIGHT, RIGHT. YOU BE HEALED. Lis ten .  It ' s  j is '  the 

same , a ministah of God is j is '  the same as the • • •  now theah ' s  an automobile l ike 
that . We go t automobiles ' round heah . Yah see what ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout ?  An ' 
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theah ' s  one thing that yo ' can take from that  automobil e ,  ah don ' t care what choo 
paid the price fo ' it , how it look, it ' s  no good . An ' yo ' know what that is ? 
Tha t ' s  the bat t ' ry .  The batt ' ry carr ' s  the powah . Is  that  right or wrong? Well, 
yah s ee .  RALLELUIAH! The ministah of God cares [ carries ] the powah . I t ' s  no t 
that what ' s  gon ' a  do , but it ' s  what ' s  behind theah. Yah s ee what ah mean? 

HYATT Um hum. 
BI SHOP WOMACK Ah have talked tuh God . [ Shudders ] .  HALLELUIAH! Ah have 

talked tuh God about these thin ' s .  An ' by me talkin ' tuh God an ' God says thes e 
heah is b less ' ,  then they bless . Yo '  j is '  got tuh live that close tuh the Lord . 
S ee?  

HYATT You know they ' re ac tually bles sed . A lot o f  clergymen b less something , 
but it  really isn ' t bl es s ed .  

BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! H e  j is '  g o  - yo ' got tuh suffah . YO ' KNOW� WHEN 
AH GIT READY TUH BLESS THOSE THINGS� SOMETIME IT MIGHT TAKE THREE TUH PO ' TUH 
FIVE DAYS. AN '  WE GO INTUH THE TEMPLE IN HYMN AN ' PRAYAH� PUTTIN ' THEM THEAH ON 
THE ALTAH BEFO ' GOD. DO YAH SEE WHAT AH 'M TALKIN ' ABOUT? 

HYATT Um hum . 
BI SHOP WOMACK An ' bro thah , the powahs o f  God ! WE HAVE LIVED SO CLOSE TUH 

GOD., UNTIL YAH CAN SEE THE - WE HAVE FLOWAHS SOMETIME - AN ' YO ' CAN SEE THE 
SPIRIT OF GOD GOIN ' THROUGH THE FLOWAHS THAT THEY MAKE. IT 'S A WONDAHFUL THING 
TUB BE SPIRITUAL WIT GOD. S ee ,  God is a sp irit . An '  we that 7JJorship God� 7JJor
ship Him in spirit an '  in truth [ John 4 : 2 3 ] . Ah think the 8th chap tah o '  Romans 
say to be culminded [ carnally minded ] is death.  [For to be oarna Z Zy minded is 
death; but to be spiritua l ly minded is Zife and peace . Romans 8 : 6 . ] An ' we have 
so much o '  culminded until people don ' pay [ attention to ] these things in they 
mind anymore tuhday , becuz it ' s  no miracles bein ' wrought amongs t us . 

HYATT I s ee .  Do people write  in t o  you for advice? 
BISHOP WOMACK Many . 
HYATT Many write to you for advice . 
BISHOP WOMACK Write fo ' advice . 
HYATT And you answer the let ters?  
BISHOP WOMACK Answah the let tah . 
HYATT And what if they want an appointment with you? Will you make an ap-

pointment with them? 
BISHOP WOMACK Anytime that ah will be avail ' ble . 
HYATT But you will no t visit their homes or anything?  They mus t  vis it you? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , ah don ' preach a visit in theah home . 
HYATT Well , I think you ' re right . 
B I SHOP WOMACK Now ,  ah ' m  gon ' a tell yo ' why ah don ' preach a vis it in de home . 

Ah was in a home on sev ' ral occasions an ' people were • • •  [ end s ide 3 cassette ] . 
HYATT And [ now ] we want to sort of take up the important things we may have 

miss ed .  Now have any of you anything to suggest?  
CHARLES [ las t name Willis ] Yes , I want to ask him ,  I wanted him to explain 

mor e  about this lady he picked up between Wildwood and Tampa . 
HYATT Oh yes , we forgo t all about , oh yes . We forgo t . Yes , t ell  about that . 

[ Once more we return to the vanishing hitch-hiker theme , see p . 4 7 2 0 , line 2 7f . ] 
BISHOP WOMACK It was b etween Wil ' berry an ' Tampa . Yo ' know, it was a woman 

theah an ' ah saw [ her ] on two or three dif ' ren '  o ccas ions , an '  she was comin ' in 
tuh Tampa . An ' ah ' ve heard people say that they ' ve picked up a woman an ' she . 
would j is '  transfo ' m  herself an '  be invisible . An ' say , "Don ' p ick ' er up . "  
Well ,  ah saw this woman on s ev ' ral occasions , yo ' know , b ein ' s ah was bein ' 
t rans ferred from Polk County in tuh Tampa . So one day ah was theah by a gas 
station an' the woman ask me could she ride along wit me . An ' ah tole her yes , 
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I ' d  be glad . Ah say , "How far yo ' wanna go? "  She say , "Ah ' m  gon ' intah Tampa , 
where yo ' are goin ' . "  Ah said , "How do yo ' know ah ' m  goin ' tuh Tampa? " She say , 
"Ah saw yuh on s ev ' ral occas ions goin ' tuh Tampa an ' yo ' pass by me . "  An ' ah 
said , "Wel l ,  get in . We has a thoroughly undahs tandin ' ,  since yo ' know me an ' 
ah don '  know yo ' . " An ' [ she ] said , " S o  yo ' won '  tell , ah ' m  not gon ' a  tell yo '  
mah name ,  but ah know yuh name . "  An ' she did know me . An ' we talked fo ' about 
twen ' y minut es . An ' she was tellin ' me diff ' ren '  thing s .  

HYATT Was she s itting on the front seat with you? 
BISHOP WOMACK No , she s ittin'  on the back s eat . 
HYATT Oh ! She was s itting on the back seat . 
BISHOP WOMACK S ittin '  on the back s eat wit me . 
HYATT Not with you in the back seat ! 
BISHOP WOMACK She - no ah was drivin ' the car . 
HYATT You were in the front s eat driving the car and she was sitting on the 

back seat . O . K .  
BISHOP WOMACK Ah kep ' mah mirrah [ turned ] back there becuz since she know so 

much , she dido ' wan ' a sit in the front . Well yo ' know , that ' s  naturally , yo ' 
know, a white woman at that time .  

HYATT Oh ! She was white? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah whit e ,  she wasn ' t co lored . [ Laughs . ]  
HYATT Oooooooh . Ooooooh . [Whatever this means ! ]  
BISHOP WOMACK So  ah d en '  tried tub deman ' her tuh sit  up in the front . What 

[because? ] which ah don ' like fo ' nobody j is '  one person s it t in '  in the back of 
the car wit me when ah ' m  up theah alone . An ' uh , so she was tell in ' me thin ' s  
that she knew an ' what all had happened roun ' theah . An ' she as t me , did ah evah 
heah o ' this . Do ah believe in witches an ' witchcraf ' .  An ' so ah tole her , 
"Well , ah tell yah about me , ah can ' t say wha ' ah believe in. " An ' ah didn ' t 
care tub discuss that becuz ah wasn ' t involved in that . So , she tole me a s tory 
about a woman , how she could transfo ' m  her s elf . An ' she began tuh tell me about 
how people had sole [ sold ] out tuh the Devil . An ' she said that choo could take 
a cat eye , a cat eye , some t ime o '  the month an ' would knock it out of  it  [ the 
cat ] an ' put it out in the sun [ to dry ] . An ' • • •  

HYATT An eye from a live cat? [ Somewhere in these volumes is another rite 
about the eye from a cat , or else  informant confused eye of  cat with a cat ' s-eye , 
certain gems exhibit ing a chatoyant lus t er ,  especially a variety of  chrysoberyl . ]  

BISHOP WOMACK A live cat . An ' so she tole me what ah could do wit that 
thing , but choo know , when she was talkin ' , ah began tub kinda f eah huh , becuz 
all the things she - was kinda thin ' s tha ' ah have nevah heard . An ' tole me 
about , yo ' could take a pole cat an ' a buz zahd an ' dif ' ren '  things she say tha ' 
yo ' can do . She s ay ,  "How would yo ' like tuh • • •  

HYATT • • •  the buzzard lat er , pardon me . 
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  she say , "How would yo '  like tub take an ' sell out tub the 

Devil?"  Say , "Yo ' can get all the money an ' ev ' rythin'  yo ' want . "  An ' so she 
say ,  "Don ' yo ' remembah a man come tub yo ' in Lake Wales , Florida , an ' he was a 
great gamblah? " An ' ah b egin tub wondah about huh , this woman . Becuz this man 
was s o  smaht [ smart ] ,  we would gamble tuhgethah, we was boys , but we would be  
gamblin ' .  An ' ah  was always watchman, yo ' know, ah was kinda ' fraid b ecuz this 
man ,  he could make all the points on the dic e .  He could make all the , all the 
cards an ' he would take an ' j is '  like yo ' would play foah j acks - yo ' know , foah 
suits tuh a deck .  But he would take this an ' let choo have duh [ the ] j ack o ' 
di ' mon ' s ,  an ' yo ' have the queen a '  hearts  an ' yo ' have the king of  spades , an ' 
he ovah theah had the king o f  clubs . An ' this man while yo ' shuffelin '  cards an ' 
evahthin ' ,  then when yo ' look , as he go t playin ' one king , yo ' played it an ' then 
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he want choo tuh win . See ,  then yo ' all gon ' a  be buddies . Then theah ' s three 
kings ovah this man head . If  yo ' playin '  the king of clubs , then the king of 
spades , the king of  hearts an ' the king o '  di ' mon ' , that ' s  ovah yore head . Well , 
ah look a t  the cards like that , choo know what ah mean , but he got people spell
boun ' . They lookin ' down . He let ' em  catch him fo ' a li ' le bit o '  money an '  
then they lookin ' all up on this man heah . Yah see what ah mean? IT TAKE TWO 
TUH PLAY THE GAME. THAT 'S THE NAME OF THE GAME. [ Chuckles . ]  An ' so , this man 
would , this man would • • •  

HYATT WHAT 'S THE NAME OF THE GAME? TWO TUH PLAY THE GAME? 
BISHOP WOMACK TWO TUH PLAY THE GAME. 
HYATT Oh . 
BISHOP WOMACK S ee? An ' so ah was watchin ' . Wel l ,  ah wa ' n ' t [ was no t ]  gon ' a 

s t ick mah neck in theah . So  this man would have a lotta money . An ' he had a 
li ' le box ,  j is '  about like this yo ' have here [ tape recorder ] .  An ' on it  was a 
t indah box . An ' he kep ' tha ' full o '  gol ' [ gold ] money - f ive-hunda ' d-dollah 
bills an ' thousan ' -dollah bills . An ' he would go in evrah aftahnoon that he 
would take an' go tuh a tree an ' we would watch him .  An ' so he say , "Ah know 
y ' all be watchin ' me . "  Ah said , "Yeah , ah sure would like tuh get some o '  that 
money . " [ Hyatt ?  laughs . ]  So one day ah was wit a frien ' of mine . So one day , 
we was kids comin ' up , yo ' know young , young , young men . An ' so one day ah saw 
this man an ' ah know the man bury the thing by the tree . An ' when we wen ' out 
theah , around three or foah of  us , an ' we saw him goin '  way down the road tub
wards Hipperdes [ Hesperides? ] .  An ' we wen ' out theah an ' we went tuh diggin ' .  
An ' went tuh diggin ' , tha ' man was s tan ' in ' up theah lookin ' at us . S ee? Oh 
yes . He was j is '  that quick . He say , "Here ' s  what chore [ you are ] lookin ' fo ' . " 
He said , "Now ,  if yo ' wan ' a  be smart , ah could f ix yah tuh be smart . "  Ah said , 
"Ah don ' wan ' a  be that smart . "  [ Hyatt ?  laughs . ]  So , ah said , he said , "Yo ' want 
mah money , "  he say ,  "yo ' do what ah say . "  But yo ' know, ah always had the f eah 
b ecuz ah have heard people talkin ' about witches an ' what not .  But ah know that 
this man wasn ' right . But cha know this white woman tole me all about i t .  This 
[man] was a colah • • •  

HYATT A colored man? 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s r ight . She tole me all about this man . An ' ah don ' 

care,  if yo ' an ' him playin ' cards , head an ' head, s ee .  He watchin ' yuh min ' 
t ill he git choo where yo ' know yo ' can beat ' im . Yo ' b eat , won some money from 
' im .  An ' then while he go t a j ack o '  di ' mon ' , yo ' done . Yo ' done . Yo ' call 
yuhself smart . An ' he know· he ' s  smart . An ' yo ' cal l yuhs elf tuh uns tack the 
cards tuh the j ack , uh the queens . An ' yo ' know in three o '  foah cards he goin '  
fall . But ins tead o '  him fold in ' , yo ' lookin ' at him an ' yah b et tin ' all  the 
money he go t ,  an ' he lookin ' at choo in the face lak this , an ' there all the 
o thah three cards ovah yah head . Well , yah see ,  this is a smart man. S ee .  
Well , this woman was talkin ' all about that kind a s tuff an ' when she was talk
in ' ah would lis t en at ' im an ' somethin ' j is ' , yo ' know , fell on me . An ' ah was 
won ' ahin ' . An ' she said , "Well , ah will see yo ' ,  an ' yo ' not gon ' a s ee me . "  Ah 
said , "Yes mam . " An ' that t ime mah min ' j is '  go t right dead an ' drivin ' the car 
fas t , goin '  on intah Tampa . An ' when ah got tuh Tampa fo ' about a s ix-mile 
Creek ,  or that ' s  the only place ah was gon ' a s top , b ecuz ah was dr ivin ' aroun ' 
80 , 90 miles an hour . Yo ' know , ah drive fas t .  An ' when ah got up theah , ah 
went tuh talkin ' to her . Ah say , "Mam , "  ah say , "yo ' say yo ' wan ' a  get out 
here? " An ' when ah looked back, ah didn' t s ee no woman. See what ah ' m  talkin ' 
about? 

HYATT Uh huh . 
BI SHOP WOMACK So , yo ' have al l kin ' s of  peop le in this worl ' ,  can do all 
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kin ' s of tricks . See? All kin ' s of  tricks . So ah foun ' out this in mah lif e ,  
ah don ' deal wit them. Ah have no dealin ' wit them . If  ah run intuh them , yo ' 
undahs tan ' what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? Ah , the furs ' thin ' ah ' m  gon ' a  try tuh do , 
stay away from roun ' those kind of  people , becuz it ' s  no t so good fo ' yah . 

HYATT Um hum, 
BISHOP WOMACK See ,  they , their spells bind yah , they really spellbind yah 

mind . 
HYATT TO CUBBY You heard a trick the o ther day , you saw a trick. The flower . 
CUBBY We saw ,  we ac tually s aw a trick the o thah day about some f lowers  with

ering away . I s t ill haven ' t  figured i t  out yet mahself . You know what , how did 
it happen o r  what . A gentleman told us to wat ch the flowers . He wen ' into the 
[ ano ther ] room, he did s ome thing in another room . Soon as he stopped ,  the flow
ers died . Three vas es , 

HYATT These are cut flowers or po t ted flowers? 
CUBBY Yeah , they were cut flowers . They were all in wa tah vas es . You know , 

vases for water . Well , see they have • • •  He wuzn ' usin ' the power o '  God . 
BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! Ah seen many things . Yah s ee . See wheah that 

is , it ' s  the Devil theah . That ' s  the o c c ul t  powah . But wheah theah is life , 
yo ' don ' see that kin ' o f  stuf f . Theah ' s  a feelin ' , yah see .  Yah don ' feel the 
powah o '  God in that way , like yo ' would in mine . Mah powah . Yah s ee what ah ' m  
talkin ' about ? An ' then , WHEN AH 'M ROUN ' THAT TYPE OF PEOPLE3 IT 'S SOMETHIN ' 
LIKE THIS - GOD LET ME KNOW3 YO ' KNOW. THESE HEAH PEOPLE ARE CROOKED. AH HA VE  
NUTHIN TUH DO WIT 'EM. AH HA VE A LOTTA PEOPLE SOMETIME TUH COME3 BUT THE MOS ' 
OF THEM THEY FEAH ME BECUZ AH 'BUKE [REBUKE ] 'EM. AH ' VE HAD MANY OF THEM TUH 
COME TUH ME EVEN MUCH AS TRY TUH KILL ME3 FAH FAR AS THAT CONCERNED. "POISON " 
ME. BROUGHT BIG BLA CK SATCHELS [ ? ]  IN THEY BOSOM. But they don ' have no powah . 
They don ' have no powah . But chah see , that ' s  why ah said yo ' eithah go t tuh 
ble clean an ' not part clean . Yo ' can ' t serve two mastahs . Yo '  know the Bib l e  
says in Matthew 1 5  an ' 1 4 ,  "No servant can s erve two mas tahs . 1 1  Yo ' eithah love 
one or hate the o thah [Matt .  6 : 24 or Luke 16 : 13 ] . S ee? So it ' s  no need tub try 
tuh serve two . I f  yo ' gon ' b e  a minis tah of  God , drop all the things . 

HYATT DO YOU THINK TODAY THAT THE WITCHCRAFT PEOPLE3 THE CONJURE PEOPLE -
ARE THEY INCREASING? ARE THEY DYING OFF? 

BISHOP WOMACK THEY ARE INCREASIN ' .  Becuz heah is the thin ' tha ' which yo ' 
will fin '  out f rom the likin ' o f  do in ' what God say do . Yo ' see what ah ' m  talk
in ' about ? Man is goin '  intuh violent ? mo ' an ' mo ' ev ' ry d ay . UH YO ' SEE THE 
WIMMINS TAKIN ' OVAH3 AN '  UH MOS ' LY DOIN ' THE PREACHIN ' .  THE WIMMIN MOS 'LY TAKIN ' 
OVAH. THEY SEPARATIN ' MEN AN ' WOMENJ AN ' WOMEN IS GOIN ' IN LINE WIT WOMEN. NOW 
THIS IS IN ROMANS3 THE FIRST CHAPTAH BEGINNIN '  FROM THE 24TH THROUGHOUT THE 26TH 
VERSE [REFERENCE O. K. ] .  NOW THEY GOIN ' TUH HAVE SEX MO ' WIT ONE ANOTHAH. THEN 
THEY HEAHIN ' ABOUT THIS VOODOOISM. THEN THEY GOIN ' 3  THEY ARE STUDY IN ' 3 THEY GOT 
SCHOOL ALL OVAH IN CHICAGO AN ' DIFF 'REN ' PLA CES LIKE THA T3 AN '  THEY GOIN ' AN '  
STUDY MO ' ABOUT WITCHCRAFT THEN THEY EVAH HA VE DONE BEFO ' J THAT THEY CAN MAKE 
MONEY ON THE EASY STREET. SEE3 NOBODY DON ' WAN ' A WORK NOW. It ' s 

. j is ' the same 
as people , they wan ' tuh b ecome a Chris t ian , but they don ' wan ' a  die . But they 
go t tub die from things o f  the worl ' an ' the only way yo ' die , tha ' sacrif icin ' 
yuh body tuh Christ  daily . But how many people wan ' a  die from the big times o '  
the worl ' ?  Huh? From drinkin ' an ' from goin ' out ,  socializin ' self intuh the 
worl ' . But yo ' s t ill in the church , we are all Christ ians . 

HYATT By the way , do peop le - years ago there us ed to be  in almos t  every town 
a drugs tore that did a lo t o f  under- the-counter selling of things , equipment -
conj ure equipment an ' things of  that sort . Are they s t ill in business , or have 
they gone into another type of business?  
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BISHOP WOMACK Well , when it comin ' • • •  

HYATT They us ed to call them curios . Somet imes they used to call themselves 
curio [ dealers ] .  

BISHOP WOMACK Cur ' os ?  Well , tuhday tha ' yo ' has a lot of cur ' o  s tores , a 
many of  them . An ' the reason yo ' have a many cur ' ah s tores is becuz ' ers 
[ there ' s ]  lat ta thin ' s they have in theah is good . 

HYATT Um hum, I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK Very good fo ' the body . 
HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK AH KNOW OF SO MANY THIN 'S THAT THEY SELL IN CUR 'O STORES� THA ' 

WHICH EVRAHBODY WOULD NEED. 
HYATT I SEE. 
BISHOP WOMACK BECUZ TUHDAY PEOPLE CAN WOK ON YO ' AN ' BEWITCH YO ' .  
HYATT I SEE. 
BISHOP WOMACK SEE. AN ' THEY 'LL LIE TUH YO ' AN ' YO ' KNOW THEY ARE WRONG AN '  

THA ' BRINGS THE EVIL SPIRIT WIT ' IN YO ' .  WELL� WHEN YO ' BARG 'IN WIT THE VOODOO 
PEOPLE� THEN YO ' BECOME PART 0 '  THAT� YAH KNOW. BUT THEN THEY CURIO STORES HAS 
ALL KIN ' O '  BLESS THINGS� CONSECRATED. IS MADE THAT IF YO ' ONLY KNEW WHAT CHOO 
GET� YO ' CAN GO IN THEAH AN '  KNOCK THAT OFF. 

HYATT Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Right in the cur ' o  s tores . 
HYATT Did you [ say ] people j us t  look at you and put a spell on you? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well yo • know this has happened ovah in England . Yo • know that 

this happened in the largest cath-a-cleral [ cathedral? ]  church it was in England . 
[ Surely he does not mean the murder of the Archb ishop of Canterbury in his own 
cathedral ! ]  That when in theah an ' bewitched a who • s  leadah an ' tore up , de
stroyed the temple of thousands of peoples . Yo ' see people carries that o ccult 
powah , some people j is '  stays there an ' j is '  use the Name of  Gawd in vain. An ' 
tuh us e dif f ' ren '  oil an ' cat-eyes [ =  certain gems ] an ' all these diff ' ren ' thin ' s .  
Ah don ' know , ah don ' har ' ly discus s  about ' em becuz , yo ' know, it ' s  j is '  some
thin ' tha ' s  unclean . [ The church in England and the people that stay in it  is a 
confus ion. J 

HYATT This is unclean . 
BISHOP WOMACK These thin ' s that p eople wil l do as they did into the days when 

Pharoah was tryin ' tuh subdue an ' conkah the worl ' .  But , but God had a man in 
theah an' his name was Moses . An ' he wen ' down an ' watch Israel be destroyed . 
A chile of  God can destroy all thos e diff ' ren '  things . But choo got tuh stay wit 
God . Yo ' can ' t play God tuhday an ' say the Devil tuhmahrah . Yo ' got tuh s top 
all the wicked thin ' s .  If  yo ' wan ' a serve God ,  serve God .  

HYATT Well now , what about your speaking about these churches ? What about -
there are a lo t of healing churches around . Do they a ll heal in the same way? 
Have they dif ferent ways of  healing? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , if any man heal an ' he don ' heal by the powahs o f  God • • •  

HYATT What about these P entecos tal churches? Do they do any healing ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes , some of  them . Some of ' em  have healin ' , but they j is '  

about like o thah people now , the Pen ' ecos ' al churches . They went down an ' seek 
fo ' the high powahs of  God but they go t so now they commercializ e .  

HYATT They ,  they , i n  o ther words they ' re become too respectab le? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes ! Yes ! 
HYATT Not ready tuh get down on your knees , why then you ' re  j ust - you ' re 

out of it . 
BISHOP WOMACK They gon ' an ' mess up they nice , f ine clothes . An ' t eah up 

they stockin' s until all o f  ' em  j is '  about the same now : Pen ' ecos ' al ,  Methodis t ,  
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Bap t ist , Cath ' lic an ' all . They j is '  about becuz ah have vis it ' em an ' be wit 
the minis tahs an ' holiness is r ight if no man don ' live it ! 

HYATT Unnn. 
CUBBY Before we get a little too far , I ' d  like for you tell us , tell it about 

thi s experience with the woman.  You know, that was dying in the hospitals ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh yes . 
CUBBY Because tha t  was very interest ing . 
HYATT Tell me , tell me the s tory about the woman who was dying in the hos-

pital . 
BISHOP WOMACK Now which one? Ah tole yo ' about two . 
CUBBY I b el i eve this one had cancah . 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh , this Mo thah ah . This woman , her name was Mo thah Lillie Mae 

Billingsl ey .  Ah think this doctah was Dr . Z abah who operated on her . She had a 
tumor an ' a cancah all this tuhgethah . 

HYATT Now, who operated upon her? 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah think it ' s  Do ctah Zabo ' , she told me . An ' they say that she 

had tuh go becuz , ah mean yuh know , becuz she ' s  an aged woman an ' all that cor
rup tion an ' stuf f . They say they took out a whole bucket ful l o '  s tuff out a 
her . Well , yo ' know , that ' s  a big cancah , ah mean it growed up in her stomach . 
An ' so that day roun ' about 1 2  o ' clock mah wife called me an ' tole me that Mothah 
Billingsley is leavin ' heah fas ' , an ' they wazn ' t  gon ' a  even much g ive ' er no 
treatment becuz it was unnecessary . An ' ah s aid , "Well ,  if that ' s  the t ime fo ' 
her tuh die,  l et ' er go ahead an ' die , "  ah said , "becuz ah ' m  busy . "  Ah had a 
group of people prayin '  fo ' ' er an ' workin ' intuh the Temple . An ' so ah didn '  
heah from mah wife no mo ' ' t il  aroun ' about 3 o ' clock . Ah think it was about 
5 minut es tuh three . She called me , she say , "Honey . "  Ah said , "Yes . "  She 
said , "Please come . "  She said , " I f  yo ' come , ah believe Mothah Billingsley ' ll 
come back tub life . "  She said , "They pronounced ' er dead , but pleas e come fo ' 
mah sake , an ' some these othahs . 1 1 An ' yo ' know , ah went ovah theah an ' ' er 
tongue was way out . Her eyes was opened [ he demons trates ] .  

HYATT Opened j us t  l ike that ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Tongue out . 
HYATT Her tongue was out .  
BISHOP WOMACK An ' she was stiff . Dub nurse say ,  " She ' s dead . "  An ' ah went 

ovah an ' ah knowed ah was a prayin ' man , an ' ah wen ' ovah an ' ah j is '  took mah 
han ' an ' lay it upon her ches ' l ike this [ demons trates ] that po ' ole - she j is '  
as cold as ice . An ' ah asked God Almighty , ah said , " Fathah , ah know that Thou 
know me . An ' ah want yo ' tub give her l ife . " An ' t eahs come in mah eyes . An ' 
the Spir it say ,  " Lay han ' s on her . " An ' ah j is '  layed mah han ' s on her like 
this [ demons trates ] .  

HYATT The Spirit told you . 
BISHOP WOMACK Tub j is '  lie [ lay ] han ' s on her . An ' when ah lay han ' s  on her , 

at  that time ah can s ee her movin ' an ' ah called her . 
HYATT You see the eyes beginning to move? 
BISHOP WOMACK They had moved , begin tub move an ' ah called her . An ' all the 

nurses were theah an ' they looked on . An ' when ah said , "Mothah B illingsley , 
speak tub me . "  An ' that time , looked l ike she tryin '  tub move her tongue . An ' 
her tongue began tub go back l ike this [ demons trates] . 

HYATT Back into her mouth. 
· 

BISHOP WOMACK Back intuh her mouth . An ' that  time the nurs e hollah ' d ,  "Bring 
the Zife watah ! "  An ' they ran in an ' got one o '  these little bo ttles , yo ' know , 
watah . An ' they put in theah . An ' Mothah B illing sley survived . An '  she s erved 
God fo ' about s even , eight yeahs befo ' she pas s ed .  
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HYATT You called her Mother what ?  
BISHOP WOMACK Mothah Lill ie Mae Billingsley w e  called her . She was a 

"Mo thah" of the church . A f ine ole lady .  
HYATT Mother of  what church? 
BISHOP WOMACK She ' s  o f , o f  mah church . 
HYATT One o f  the Mothers of  your church , I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes , yes . An ' ah mean that . Then she l ived fo ' ' bout s even 

or eight yeahs aftah that . An ' then God saw f i t  tuh take her . 
HYATT What title,  sort of t it les do you have in your church? Now , you ' re 

a Bishop . 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  right . 
HYATT Now ,  who comes under you now? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , we has a Juniah B ishop , an ' then we have Eldahs . An ' 

from Eldahs down tuh Deacons . An ' then Miss ionaries . Yes . 
HYATT I see . An ' then you had Mothers . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
HYATT Well now, what ' s  the duty of  a Mother? 
BISHOP WOMACK THE DUTY OF A "MOTHAH" IS TUH TRAIN AN ' TEACH THE YOUNGAH WOMEN 

HOW TUH LOVE THEY HUZBAN ' AN '  BE DISCREET AN '  CHASTE, KEEPAHS AT HOME, AN ' TUH 
BRING UP CHILRUN [ CHILDREN ] IN THE FEAH OF GOD. 

HYATT I s e e .  
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  what a Mo thah is fo ' . 
HYATT I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK Although yo ' very s eldom fin'  any , but tha ' s what they ' re 

[ Mothers ] fo ' in the church . That ' s  mah teachin ' .  
HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  i n  the 2nd chaptah o f  Titus j is '  how Mothah ' s  s ' pos ed 

tuh conduct herself : r 'Aged women • • •  that they may teach the younger women to b e  
sober t o  love their husbands , t o  love their chil dren . T o  be dis creet , chas te , 
keepers at  home , obedient to the ir own husbands , that the word o f  God be no t 
blasphemed . "  Titus 2 : 3- 5  King James Vers ion . ] 

CHARLES Yeah , I wan ' a  ask a quest ion we were discus s in '  on .  You have L . L . D . D. 
{An error in printing , should have been L . L . D . , D . D . ] behin ' yore name . We , we 
f igur e out what D . O .  mean , but we coul ' n ' f igure out what L . L .  mean. 

BISHOP WOMACK L . L . D . ? 
CHARLES Yeah L . L .  • • •  [Neither ment ions printer ' s  error . ]  
BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  if ah had it . But ah don ' have no Doc tah Divinity . 
CUBBY No , i t ' s a ,  we were talking about ano thah Rever end . 
CHARLES Ano ther Reverend ?  
CUBBY Reverend Robinson . He ' s suppos ed to b e  a • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK L . L . D . ?  
CUBBY L . L . D . O .  
BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  yuh know that mean a Doctah o f  Divinity . Yo '  don ' undah

s tan' me . Uh, they feel like , that they are more than great an ' outstan ' in '  men . 
CUBBY They , they go to college • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK They go to college , yo ' undahs tan '  me , an ' a l o t t a  them men 
don ' even go tuh college . They j is ' buy their way . S ee , this thing is ah fo ' 
tole [ foretold ] yah . I t ' s  got  tuh b e  commerc ial iz e .  They ' ll go  an ' they ' ll sell 
a man a I . L . D [ ? ]  or L . L . D .  [ D . D . ? ]  fo ' 250  or 500 do llah . That ' s  in o thah words 
tuh make him gr eat in , intuh the sight o f  the peop l e ,  but not intuh the sight of  
God . All that is no thin ' but j is '  a bunch of  phonyism , yo ' know. Becuz if yo ' 
can ' t mat tah - have the mat erial in yuh tuh materialize , it don ' amount tuh nuthin 
no way . 
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CUBBY I think right now would be  a good t ime t o  let Bro thah Knowles g ive us 
a personal tes t imony . 

HYATT All r ight . Now can you explain to [ him] , we want a personal t es t imony 
from • • •  [Notice how I let Cubby take over for experience . ] 

CUBBY SPEAKING TO KNOWLES We want a tes t imony o '  you . Tel l  me how the Lord 
bless you . 

KNOWLES [ Knowles speaks with much diff icul ty and has a very no ticeab le speech 
impediment - speaks haltingly . ]  Ah ' m  very thankful for mighty b less in ' . God 
b less me,  He b less me . Ah j is '  s tayed s tarin ' [ he merely stared with his eyes ] 
in the hospital , layed dere an ' d idn ' t do nuthin , ' cep ' [ except ] ah j is '  layed 
dere an ' ah prayed on . Ah know about the powah of prayah . God took me up , took 
me to the B ishop , the Bishop . 

CUBBY Bishop who ?  
KNOWLES Yes , Bishop Womack . 
HYATT B ishop Womack? 
KNOWLES Yes . Real , rea l .  All my lif e ah remembah s eein '  people hearin'  

preachahs an ' things , but the B ishop Womack is rea l .  I s  real ! God took m e  to 
him an' God took me to  that mighty man in the church . An ' that mighty man prayed 
an ' layed han ' s on me . An ' ah , ah who couldn ' t  walk an ' who couldn ' t  see an ' 
do none o '  the things that othah people do . Meant nuthin to me . Wit me , it 
meant no more - wintah an ' summah meant nuthin to me at all , ah couldn ' feel . 
Mah bowels wouldn '  even move , move from mah mout ' .  Ah had , didn ' love l if e ,  no . 
Ah d idn ' love lif e ,  no . But God did all this fo ' me . An ' ah , aftah he took an ' 
touch me , ah became alive,  ah live . Now, now as a person tha ' loves lif e ,  ah 
live , ah walk about an' God has taken me up , now ah can go on. Ah can go on 
b ecuz ah ' ve come a mighty dis tance an ' ah ' m  goin ' on.  Yet , mah mothah ' s  still 
alive,  but she hates me fo ' no t dyin' , she didn ' get any insurance money . Ah 
hadda wif e  an ' the wif e hat es me for not dyin ' . She was tryin ' tuh make me die . 
She didn ' t get any money an ' she j is ' , j is '  hated me . Ah ' ve learned a lo t about 
p eople . P eop le do many things  tha ' yo ' ,  yo ' don ' know . Yo ' don ' know. Yo ' 
only know if yo ' are gettin'  God . Well yo ' know that . Now God has put me in 
this holy place . Yo ' know ah was dere s tayin '  at mah mothah ' s  but God took me 
up an ' He ' s  brought me tuh this place right cher e .  

HYATT Right a t  this  property? Right here? 
KNOWLES Right chere . Right chere . 
HYATT You ' re living in the same house with the B ishop now? 
KNOWLES Yeah , at the Bishop ' s  hous e .  Right on the side o '  the B ishop . An ' 

God brought me here . An ' ah ' m  goin ' tuh s tay . Yo ' know, ah like the idea of 
livin ' an ' livin ' good . Ah like that , it ' s  good . An ' now , God-put , ah ' m  gon ' a 
s tay r ight whah [where ]  God put me . Ah ' ve foun '  Him an ' He took me up an ' ah ' m  
goin ' on,  lif e i s  goo d .  Life i s  good if yo ' get in God . Life i s  good , good fo ' 
yo ' ,  good tuh yuh . 

HYATT I s ee .  
KNOWLES Good . An ' ah ' m  goin '  tuh stay whare God had put me , becuz it ' s  so  

wunnerful , becuz ah enj oy it so . 
HYATT TO THE BISHOP Does he ever preach? Or j ust  gives testimony . 
BISHOP WOMACK He gives s trong testimony . 
HYATT He gives strong tes t imony various places . 
KNOWLES Thank you , Jesus . Thank you . 
CUBBY I think you oughta know durin ' this , durin '  this tes t imony , he ' s  got 

teahs in his eyes . 
HYATT Uh , yes . Mr . Cubby wants me to no te  here that , while you were tes t i

fying , tha t you have tears in your eyes . You know , I don ' t s ee too well . 
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KNOWLES Ah , ah, ah have , ah have nevah cried b efo ' , befo ' , b efo ' ah got God .  
Ah had , ah didn ' even know how tub cry . An ' knew, knew , uh uh . Ah didn ' t know 
about cryin '  at all . Ah , uh , tears come b ecuz ah have God now . T ears can come . 
An ' it ' s  a wunnerful f eelin ' . But b ef o '  ah didn ' know . 

HYATT I s e e .  
KNOWLES Y e s  s ir .  
HYATT Well , I think that ' s  f irst  clas s testimony . That ' s really testimony . 
KNOWLES Thank you , Jesus . 
HYATT And thank you very much f or tes tifying . 
KNOWLES Thank yo ' f o ' listenin ' . 
HYATT Well , I always , I l is t en to people becaus e I learn from people . That ' s  

the only way you l earn. 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  true . 
HYATT I don ' t care who they are.  Everybody knows something . 
ALL IN UNISON . Yes . 
HYATT Everybody has an experience to  tell you that ' s  worth listening to . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah . 
HYATT TO CUBBY How is that s ide? 
CUBBY ABOUT FOAH OR FIVE MINUTES. AN ' BY THE WAY, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY SOME-

THING BECAUSE I KNEW THE MAN WHEN HE WAS IN GOOD HEALTH. I JUS ' RECO 'NIZED HIM. 
I BEEN KNOW IN ' HIM ALL MAH LIFE. 

KNOWLES YES ! YES ! 
CUBBY JAMES KNOWLES, I BEEN KNOWIN ' HIM ALL MAH LIFE. 
KNOWLES YEAH. 
CHARLES TO KNOWLES WERE YOU MUCH SMALLER? 
KNOWLES YEAH. 
CHARLES YOUR FACE JUS ' CHANGED. I JUS ' RECO ' NIZED HIM WHO HE REALLY WAS. 
CUBBY IN SCHOOL. 
HYATT YOU REALLY KNOW HIM? 
CHARLES HE WAS IN SCHOOL ALONG WITH ME. 
HYATT OOOH, YOU WENT TO SCHOOL WITH HIM. 
CHARLES SURE. 
HYATT OF ALL THINGS ! THIS IS CHARLES SPEAKING NOW INTO THE MICROPHONE. 

WELL, THAT 'S INTERESTING. YOU SEE THE WORLD, HOW THE WORLD DOVETAILS? 
HYATT This is Monday , June 22nd .  We , Mr . Cubby , Charles - 19 70 [ b efore I 

forget it ] Charles , mys elf , B ishop Womack and one of B ishop Womack ' s pat ients , 
Knowles . What ' s  his name? 

BISHOP WOMACK James Knowl es . 
HYATT There are f ive of  us sitting here und er the trees , under the tr ees on 

the B ishop ' s  .property , and we have done f our sides of two casset t es about the 
Bishop ' s work and some of  the aspec ts of his life , and before we leave , we ' re 
going to take a p icture of the Bishop and me f irs t , and then o ther pictures . 
Let ' s  put it that way . And we ' l l ,  b ecaus e I don ' t know how many pictures are 
on that f ilm .  Now if there ' s  anything you want to add [ spoken to  Mr . Cubby ] . 

CUBBY No , there ' s  nothing that I want ed to say . 
HYATT All right , is there  anything ? Well , I will add this : that I ' m very 

grateful to the B ishop for talking to me and telling me about his work , and I 
think we ' re going to , I ' m going to b e  here a few more weeks , s o  I do hope I ' ll 
have a chance o f  talking to him again. 

BISHOP WOMACK Amen . 
HYATT All right . I ' ll be talking to him again . And this has really been 

an experience . And everyone is different . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
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HYATT Everyone i s  different . We a l l  have , we all have gifts , even - never , 
never look down upon anyone or underes timate anyone . 

BISHOP WOMACK Amen . 
HYATT I don ' t  care who it is , b ecause some , that fellow, he may be , he may 

be one of  the greates t  men on Earth . He may , you don ' t  know anything about him .  
BISHOP WOMACK Amen . 
HYATT That ' s  r ight . Will this close out s ide four? How much more have we 

there? A couple of minutes? 
CUBBY About a couple of minutes . 
HYATT All right we ' ll close this out then . May the Lord be praised and bless 

everybody . 

MIS S  JONES GETS MARRIED - MOTHER-IN-LAW CONDUCT 
DRIVES HER TO PROFESSOR PICKENS - SPIRITUALIST 
AND HIS GRAVEYARD RITE FRIDAY BEFORE SUNSET 
ACTION BASED ON THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF JESUS 
ALSO PRAYING AGAINST AND SP ITTING RITE AT DOOR 
INFORMANT ALSO CURED BY DREAM ABOUT GRANDMOTHER 

[ This interview was taken by my as sis tants Charles and Cubby . The former , 
after sounding out informant on his own , decided he and Cubby could handle the 
s ituation alone . After lis tening to a result quite worth-while , I saw no reason 
for another interview by me . Privately Mr . Cubby agreed . Only here and with 
preceding Doctor Walker were interviews ever taken by an ass is tant . ]  

CUBBY June 2 5 , 19 70 . We are now at the home of Miss __ __ Jones . We are 
in S t .  Petersburg , Florida . Thank you for remindin ' me Mr . Charles . Miss  Jones 
is goin ' to tell us some personal experiences she had had in her lifet ime . 

JONES Well this is one tha ' is very , very interes tin '  an ' very , very dif
fl icult fo ' me ' cause it had a very , very deep bearin ' on my life . 

I wus born here in S t . Petersburg , Florida , January 17 , 1924 . My mo thah an ' 
fathah are here right now . As I wus sayin ' I went to Detroit , Michigan in 19 39 . 
There I met this fam ' ly ,  the Jordans . An ' I b ecame involved with Hubert Jordan . 
An ' his mothah , she d idn ' like me atall [ a ' tall • at all ] . An ' she says to me , 
"Well , I don ' ' preciate yo ' foolin '  wit my son ' caus e  yo ' are not of my faith , "  
says , " ' cause yore mo thah , "  says , " she is a sanct if ied p reachah an ' we don ' be
l ieve in holiness preachin ' . "  An ' she said , "We don ' b ' lieve in lady ministahs . "  
So I says to her , "Well it ' s  not a mattah of what yo ' b ' lieve in , "  I says , "Hu
bert  has as t me to marry ' im . " She says , "No , yo ' won ' marry ' im . " I says , " I  
think I will . An ' j is '  t o  show yo ' tha ' I will I ' m goin ' to tell ' im ,  yes . "  
She says , "Well it will be to  yore sorrow . " [ Coughs . ]  

So we got married ' caus e I wus pregnant by ' im .  Why it wus a rough ordeal . 
Naturally aftah we wus married we stayed in ' er house ! Then the war came an ' he 
went to servic e .  So I said , "Well , I ' m pregnant an ' I ' m goin '  to go home to my 
mo thah an ' fathah . " She said , "No , yo ' re no t s ' pos ed to go home , yo ' re s ' posed 
to s tay wit me ' cause yo ' re married to my son . "  I said , "No , I ' m  go in ' home . "  
I says , "My mo thah is go in '  to come an ' git me . "  Which my mothah did . My mo thah 
came an ' got me an ' I came here [ home to S t . Petersburg ] .  I birthed my daughtah 
wus three months ole I went back to Detroit  so she could see ' er o thah gran ' 
mo thah . My mo thah said , "Yes , go on. " 
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An '  when I went back up there I says , "Well , "  I wrote an ' tol e my dad tha ' I 
would git a j ob an ' tha ' his [ husband ' s ] mothah would take care of  my daughtah . 
So I went to Gen ' ral Electric in Bridgeport , Connecticut to work . I wus workin '  
from 3 t o  11 ev ' ryday . I ' d  come home say about a quartah to 12 o ' clock at night . 
I 'm t ired , res ' -broken - I need to go to sleep . She [mother-in-law] say , "No , 
here ' s y ore baby yo ' have to take care of ' er . " Well , naturally a l i  ' le baby -
yore t ired , they ' ve got to sleep in bed wit yo ' - I j is '  couldn ' go fo ' it . So 
I says , "I ' m  tired . "  I wrote  [ Hubert ] an' tole him,  " I ' m  workin ' an ' I ' m takin ' 
care of  d e  baby . "  I said , "Yore mothah , she is of no ' sistance to me , "  an ' I 
say , " I ' m  workin ' from 3 to 11 , I git home ' bout a quartah to 12 o ' c lock , then 
Harriet ' s  [ the baby ] gotta git in d e  bed wit me an ' I ' m skeered I ' ll roll ovah 
[ on her ] or somethin ' ,  so I ' m gon ' a  let my mamma have ' er . "  So he said , "Tha ' s 
a good idea . "  

[Presumably the mother-in-law and baby also went to Bridgeport , ]  
So she [mo ther-in- law] said , "No , yore mo thah ' s  not go in '  to have Harriet . "  

That ' s my gran ' baby . " I said , "Well , I ' ll show yo ' what I 'm gon ' a  do . "  I said , 
" I 'm gonna call my mothah , tell my mothah the s ituation an ' I ' ll bet my mothah 
will come . "  She said , "Well ,  yo ' ll b e  sorry if she comes up here to git the 
baby . " So I called my mothah an ' tole her the situation . I say ,  "Mamma , I ' m 
workin ' awful hard an ' I ' m not able  to work hard an ' take care of Harriet . "  An ' 
I come home no latah than 12 o ' clock at night Harriet is gotta be in bed wit me . 
I ' m tos sin ' tryin ' no t to git  on her . "  I said , " Pl ease come an ' g it ' er . "  

My mothah came . So she an ' Mrs . Jordan got in a argumen ' .  Mrs .  Jordan says , 
"Well , yo ' can ' t  take my gran ' baby . "  Mamma says , "Well she ' s my gran ' baby too , 
my daughtah birthed ' er . "  "No , yo ' can ' t take ' er . "  My mothah says , " I ' m  gon ' a  
show yo ' wha ' I ' m gon ' a  do . "  She says , "Git dressed Mary , let ' s  go . "  My mamma 
grabbed my daughtah , I packed my thin ' s .  She says , "Wait a minute , " she said , 
"no mat tah wha ' yo ' do , " say ,  "yo ' can take tha ' baby out o f  here but , "  said , 
"Mary will nevah raise ' er . "  I say , " One thin ' I don ' care if I don ' raise ' er ,  
yo ' won ' raise her . " My mamma says , "Yo ' sure won ' , ' cause I ' l l  raise ' er . "  So 
that ' s  j is '  wha ' happened . 

An '  then aftah my husban ' came from the war he said , "Well? "  I said , "No , 
it ' s  no need fo ' no thin ' . "  I said , "Harriet is wit my mamma an ' she ' s  happy an ' 
she ' s  goin ' to  college an ' ev ' rythin ' so j is '  call it  quits . "  He said , "Well , 
I ' ll give yo ' a divorce . "  I said , "No , I ' ll j is '  git a legal s ep ' ration . "  So  
tha ' how it ended . 

I wus out there - I wus l ivin ' in New York ag ' in .  [ The time in these inter
views is often d ifficult ! ] So mah aunt , mah mamma ' s  sistah ,  she says , "Oh ,  
sometimes I have s ech t er ' ble headaches . "  S o  I tole her , "Maybe yo ' should go 
ovah an ' see Professor P ickens . "  Now he l ives at 0000 South 20th Street , Phila
d elphia , Pennsylvania . An ' , uh , we went to Philadelphia . He has seances ,  yo ' 
know . An ' he tole mah aunt an ' me . So I asked too , wha ' ' bout mahself an ' 
ev ' rythin ' ?  So he says , "Whenevah yo ' see tha ' trouble is followin ' yo ' an ' j is '  
takin ' ovah , " he says , " ev ' ry Friday b efore d e  sun go down , carloads , carloads . . .  " 
Pickens takes ' em  to the cemetery .  

CUBBY Carloads?  
JONES Carloads o f  p eople . They go to see  1 im on ev ' ry Friday an ' they all 

go there an ' they be all lined up in cars . He takes ' em to the cemetery to a 
new grave . An ' yo ' s ' pose to write a l ettah . Yo ' write , Dear • • •  say somebody 
dat was very d eah to yo ' . Yo ' know , like now my gran ' mothah . I know my gran ' 
mothah ain ' t al ive an ' I love her dearly , yo ' know . He say , "Write to her or 
whoevah yo ' wan ' to . "  I don ' know [ Recording unclear . ] 
But he say , "Write yore own lettahs , put ' em in a envelope an ' seal ' em up . When 
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we get to the cemetery ev ' rybody line up an ' go an ' throw the envelope into 
the • • •  11  

CUBBY Grave? 
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JONES • • •  grave .  An ' ev ' rybody turn aroun '  an ' go home . Now tha ' s  the way 
he has rituals . 

CUBBY Yo ' write a let tah to someone who ' s  deah to yo ' .  Yo ' write a let tah 
to somebody dead ? 

JONES To somebody dead an ' then he git  all those cars , hundreds of people , 
an ' then they drive right out to de cemetery . An ' yo ' j is '  throw the envelope 
in this new grave . He knows when this fun ' ral gon ' a b e ,  s e e . I wrote to my 
gran ' mamma .  I , so they tole me . Naturally I don ' know , but my mamma said 
when I wus bo ' n I f ell into my gran ' mamma ' s  arms . I know she wus dear to me . 
So I wro te to her . So I don ' know why , but anyway I ' m s t ill al ive ' cause then 
I couldn ' hardly walk ' cuz I was paralyz ed . 

CUBBY Oh , yo ' was paralyzed at this t ime? 
JONES Yeah , I wus in a wheelchair - j is '  hobb l e ,  I j is ' wus walkin ' wi t a 

cane . No , it was crutches . 
CHARLES S ' cuse me , do yo ' think a curse wus cas t when you • • • ? 
JONES Yeah , I b ' lieve tha ' . 
CHARLES By yore gran 'mo thah? 
JONES No . By mah mo t  bah- in-law . 
CHARLES She wus tryin ' to git  revenge? 
JONES Revenge fo ' me takin ' my own daughtah from ' er .  Yeah ' cuz she tol ' me 

an ' mah mo thah when we ' s  walkin ' out , she s aid , "Yo ' won ' be happy wit ' er , yo ' ll 
nevah raise ' er . "  I say , " I  don ' care who raise ' er , 11 I say , "yo ' won ' . "  

CUBBY Did yo ' evah have a chance t o  raise her yoreself? 
JONES No . 
CUBBY Yo ' didn ' t? 
JONES No , but see I didn '  care ' cuz mah mamma raised ' er .  
CUBBY Where is  she now? 
JONES In Providence , Rhode I sland . Happ ily married wit two li ' le g irls . 
CUBBY Miss Jones now you mentioned about the • • • what ' s the man ' s name again 

in Philadelphia ?  
JONES Pro f essor P ickens . 
CUBBY Was he sort o f  a roo t doctor himself or somethin ' ?  
JONES Yeah . 
CUBBY He was a root doctor ? 
JONES Yeah, yo ' know naturally nobody ' d go out in the graveyard unl ess • • •  
CUBBY Well , wha ' did he advise yo ' to do? 
JONES He advised me - he say , "Now look , if you s tay dere wit yore mothah-in

law an ' yore husban ' , "  say ,  " the lady has yo ' well insured an ' yo ' worry yore
self . J is ' go on home an ' git away from Connect icut . [ Here again mother- in-law 
must have gone to  Connecticut with her . ] He say , "Well , let yor e mothah raise 
yore daughtah so she ' ll know yo ' re her mothah an ' her fathah an ' yo ' won ' have 
no man ovah yo ' . "  An ' I nevah had no man ovah my daughtah . "  

CHARLES Oh .  
JONES Only int imate p eople can hurt • • .  see , yo ' know, i t  i s  written in the 

Bible , "Watch yore close  frien '  ' cuz yo ' • • •  " It ' s  somebody clos e to yo ' tha ' 
wan ' s to do yo ' phys ical hahm . P eople tha ' not person ' l don ' wan ' a  bothah yo ' . 

CHARLES Do you know any pa ' t ic ' lah incident whare it d id happen? 
JONES Well I ' m t ellin ' yo ' ' bout my aunt . My Aunt Fanny , my mo thah ' s  s is tah . 

She said tha ' s  wha ' she an ' ' er husban ' wus sep ' rated . In Georg ia years and 
years ago . She said this woman wus go in ' wit her husban ' . Tha ' soon as she go 
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to work he go to this lady ' s  hous e .  He pretend to be a preachah . [All laugh . ]  
Yo ' s ee ,  as soon as she go to work he go ovah to visit wit the s is tah ' s ,  readin ' 
t he B ible an ' Mamma say he go to this pa ' t iculah woman ' s  house ev ' ryday an ' sit 
up there an ' eat chicken . [All laugh again ! ] Yeah . Mamma say the lady wus a 
beautician . Cosme tologis t ,  yo ' know , beaut ify . 

CHARLES Hair s tylis t .  
JONES Y eah , she wus my aunt ' s  frien ' . Right now my aunt is baldheaded as my 

hand . 
CUBBY Well what d id her husban ' do , cut her hair out an ' cas t a spell on her? 
JONES No , the lady . 
CHARLES Well , wus she a POOt �OPkah? 
JONES She wus somethin ' ' cause she shorn my aunt ' s  hair an ' it ain ' t nevah 

come back yet . The man , husban ' j is ' went on away wit this woman . Yeah , an ' she 
ain ' t nevah been the same . Said she loved ' im  so d eah . S ee tha ' s  why I ain ' t 
lovin ' nobody so d eah .  They went on away an ' my aunt ' s  ha ir come [ f ell ] out an ' 
she j is '  went on to New York . She ' s  been in New York evah s inc e .  But she say 
she nevah trus ' a man . She nevah married no more . J is ' went away lef ' ' er l i ' le 
g irl an ' her li ' le boy . [He]  went on away wit the beautician . 

CUBBY Mr . Willis [ Charles ] you want ed to ask a quest ion? 
CHARLES Oh yes , I wan ' ed to ask yo ' whethah - I know when I intahviewed yo ' 

before yo ' said somethin ' ' bout wha '  yore cousin obs erved . Somethin ' ' bout Poots. 
JONES Oh well , it wus healin ' . Yo ' know tha ' wus a lady tha ' healed . She 

wus in the roo t bus ' ness yo ' know. She was a midwife an ' she b ' lieved in the 
supahnatural .  An ' my cousin , she - she come an ' tol ' me ' cause I wus all mixed 
up aftah tha ' . S o  my cous in she come to me an ' say , "Well , whut yo ' int end to 
do ? 11 I say , "Well , I a in ' t  intend in '  to do nuthin ' now . "  I say , " I ' m  disgus ted," 
I say , "I ' m  s ep ' rated , I ' m gain ' to s tay heah an ' work.  I ' m goin ' save some 
money an ' then I ' m gain ' some place . "  She said , "Well , "  she say , " I ' m  ga in ' ask 
the spirits , "  she say ,  " the spirits give me lat ta info ' mat ion ' bout d iffrun ' 
people . "  So I went an ' I talked to them . The spirits say the b es ' way to sur
vive - say yo ' re a woman , an ' say mos ' ly don ' be bothahed wit [men ] . 

She [ healer ] say , always if yo ' goin '  some place , whenevah yo ' leave a per
son ' s house always look back an ' spit . My gran ' mothah use to always do that too . 

CHARLES Look back and spit?  
JONES Yeah , ' cuz see when yo ' go  to  some p eople ' s house they don ' wan ' yo ' 

there . Mah gran ' mothah said dat dey ' d  come to de do ' - j is '  like yo ' go to a 
person ' s house an ' dey ' d  say a pPayah agains ' yo ' an ' [ she spits ] spit at choo . 
She say when yo ' leave a p erson ' s  house yo ' say a prayah an ' spit back [ demon
s trates ] . 

CHARLES Ovah the same shouldah . 
JONES Yeah ovah yore lef ' shouldah . 
CUBBY Did you ever have vis ions? Have you ever had vis ions or • • •  

JONES No , I nevah had no vis ions . I ' ve had dreams . Well , they say a dream 
is a vis ion . Now when I couldn ' walk when I wus in Wayne Diagnostic • • •  tha ' s  a 
hospital in Detroit . I wus in the wheel chair . An '  I knowed it had to be a 
dream ' caus e my gran ' mo thah wus dead then . But she came to  me in my dream an ' 
rubbed my legs . 

CUBBY Rubbed your legs ? 
JONES Yeah . She came to me an ' rubbed my legs . An ' say , "Now g it up Mary 

an ' go home . " Now I can see my mamma had come an ' • • •  
CHARLES Wus yo ' dreamin ' then? 
JONES I wusn ' t asleep , it had to be a vision ' cuz I wusn ' asleep . An ' the 

nurse came in an ' I tol ' ' er ,  " I  gotta git  up an '  go to the ba throom . " She says , 
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" I ' ll wheel yo ' in . "  I say , "No , I gonna git up an ' go myself . " 
CUBBY Were you able to walk then? 
JONES I got up . 
CUBBY You got up an ' walked to the bathroom . 
JONES I walked to the bathroom . 
CUBBY On your own? 
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JONES On my own . I put my han ' s  on the B ib le • • •  my gran ' mothah • • •  I had ' er 
tuh rub my legs . She tol ' me to g it up an ' go home . 

CUBBY Now this state of bein '  paralyz ed - it came from a spell yore mother
in-law had put on you? 

JONES Yes , yes , uh huh . 
CHARLES Wha ' yo ' re sayin ' - af tah yore vision an ' yore gran ' mothah came an ' 

rubbed yo ' laigs • • •  

JONES I got up . She tole me , "Git up . "  Hones ' to Gawd , she d id . She tole 
me , "Git up , git  up an ' go home . " 

CUBBY Have you had much trouble s ince then? 
JONES I haven ' been paralyzed . 
CHARLES Yo ' can still walk good ? 
JONES I ' m goin '  on ' bout my bus ' nes s . Go in ' ' roun ' - look at my han ' s 

wavin ' good bye • • •  

CHARLES Wunnaful .  [Not ice  she did not get up to walk and interviewers did 
not ask her to . ] 

JONES Uh huh , tha ' s  wunnahful .  
CHARLES Have you ever had any more experiences - havin ' dreams wherein maybe 

yo ' foresaw someones ' death or maybe somethin ' else has b een wrong with you? 
JONES No , ' cuz - not unless ' n  I been drinkin ' [ laughs ] . 
CHARLES Yo ' papa ' s  not d ead? 
JONES No , my papa an ' my mamma runnin ' aroun ' in a 646 [ 1964 - 6 cylinder 

automobile ] .  Right now my mamma ' s  up in New York City havin ' a ha Z Ze Zuiah time . 
CUBBY One o thah thin ' before we close out that has taken my attent ion an ' 

this is Doctah Pickens . Well do you know whether he was called a root doetah 
or what did they call him? 

JONES THEY CALL 'IM A SPIRITUALIS ' .  
CUBBY OH� A SPIRITUALIST. 
JONES YEAH. 
CUBBY BUT HE DID DEAL IN ROOTS? 
JONES YEAH BUT HE WORKED IN A CEMETERY MORE 'N ANYTHIN ' .  [ALL LAUGH. ] AIN 'T 

NOTHIN ' OUT THERE BUT A WHOLE LOTTA ROOTS. [LAUGHS LOUDLY. ] THA 'S RIGirr. YO ' 
KNOW YO ' SELF. YO ' GO OUT THERE EARLY IN THE MAWNIN ' BEFO ' [ unclea r ]  
-===-=------=AN ' YO ' WRITE SOMETHIN ' AN '  THROW IT IN THERE [A NEWLY DUG EMPTY 
GRAVE] . 

CUBBY WELL TELL ME THIS THOUGH� WHAT I 'M TRYIN ' TO GET TO, YOU SAY THE PRC
FESSOR HIMSELF - WOULD HE HAVE SOMEONE COVER THESE LETTERS UP WITH PAPER? I 
MEAN WITH SAND SO THAT WHEN THE PROCESSION GOT THERE THEY WOULDN 'T SEE THE LET
TERS IN THERE? 

JONES NATCHURELY. 
CUBBY AN ' THE CASKET WUS BURIED RIGHT ON TOP OF IT. 
JONES ON TOP OF IT. SEE� OKAY YO ' GO OUT THERE - HE 'D SA:! SOME KIN 'A BENE

DICTION OR SOMETHIN ' AN ' YOU THROW 'EM IN 'ERE� THEN THIS GUY WOULD COME AN ' 
COVAH 'EM OVAH WIT SAND. 

CUBBY Did you have to have a special reason for goin ' there? 
JONES Yeah , yo ' had to have a reason . If yo ' was goin ' wrong an ' yo ' know 

someone who could f ix i t  fo '  yo ' in the supahnatural worl ' ,  already gone on . 
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Yo ' haf ta have conf idence .  
CUBBY Oh yeah . Then you would do this to bring someone livin ' clo ser to yo ' .  

Say fo ' instance if I was yore husban ' an ' I was strayin ' away or somethin ' an ' 
was runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' wanted to draw me back to yo ' ,  closer - this was what 
you • • • •  An ' he would have some type of  services over thes e letters . 

JONES Oh yeah ! 
CUBBY As though he was buryin ' that actual person . 
JONES As though he was communin ' wit ' em . 

I MEET CHARLES FOR THE FIRST TIME 
LATER WE LEARN LAST NAME WAS WILLIS 
LIVE FROGS IN HIS GRANDMOTHER ' S  LEG 
DISEASE CALLED "FROGGED" - RARE WORD 
OTHER RITES - LAST ONE COMPLICATED 

[Although this meeting occured 7 years ago in 1970  about June 15 , I do not 
remember it at all , except one sunny afternoon Mr . Cubby and I s topped off a 
main highway among a few s cat tered p ines and a water view . After our present 
conversation which shows Charles familiar with root work , I employ him as an 
ass is tant for Mr . Cubby . ]  

HYATT I ' m s itting here in Optimo Park in St . P etersburg . Mr . Cubby has left 
my companion and me [ for about an hour ] . We ' re sitting here in the front of  my 
car with the air conditioner on and we ' re looking out at the palm trees and the 
water - that sort of  thing . Now my companion is going to tell me a story that 
happened when he was a boy in Georgia , a s tory about him and his grandfather and 
spirits . 

CHARLES Oh this is aroun ' 1938 in Tipton , Georgia . Well mah fathah , mah 
gran ' fathah wus known to see spirits . He always tole me he could see ghosts an ' 
so forth . An ' he always kept a horseshoe nailed up on the do ' .  Ah ast him wha ' 
wus it fo ' .  He tole - said it  wus fo ' deterrent o f  the spirit s , to ward off evil 
spirits . So one night the dahk caught us out in the fiel ' as we wus comin ' home . 
An ' he said , "Wait , ah saw a ghost ,  a ghos t  pass ' cross the road . "  An ' hark ! 
The mule s topped , raised his fron ' laig up an ' wouldn ' move . [ Or was the mule ' s  
name Hark? ] So mah [ grand ] fathah whipped ' im ,  whipped ' im ,  an ' he s till wouldn ' 
move . So he got tired an ' wai t ed a while . Aftah we waited fo ' about a halfa 
hour the mule walked on o ff . We got almos ' to the house , ah ' d  say ' bout a third 
of a block , he said , "Ah saw it ag ' in ! "  ' Bout tha ' t ime the mule stopped ag ' in .  
W e  only stopped ' bout 10 minutes , then h e  kep ' goin ' maybe 10 o r  1 2  paces an ' he 
s topped ag ' in . Mah fathah , mah gran ' fathah said he saw it ag ' in .  So he go t off  

. the wagon an ' went into the house an ' tole  mah gran ' mo thah to  give ' im  some 
snuff .  So aftah he chewed the snuff he spit in a can an ' then he got some grub
worms . Tha ' s  a worm fo ' the use of f ishin ' . [ These latter were kept handy , not 
freshly dug . ] An ' he put it in the snuff spit an ' put it  undah the do ' s tep .  
Then he got back on the wagon an ' this mule went on into the yahd . So he tole 
mah gran ' mo thah , says , "He ' s af tah me . " She says , "Who ' s  aftah yo ' ? " [ Grand
father says ] , "Ah saw ' im ag ' in tonight . "  Mah gran ' mo thah tole ' im, she said , 
"Yo ' know wha ' to do ' bout tha ' . "  He said , "Ah know wha ' to do . "  So the nex ' 
day he got some crickets an ' he baked ' em in the oven , an ' he got some corn 
shucks an '  dried ' em  an ' sewed ' em in a bag , about 10 of ' em  an ' hung ' em  on a 
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big tree . An ' a while latah he ' s  on the same mule an ' he saw the same ghost but 
the mule kep ' goin ' . He said , "Now he ' s  ' fraid . "  An '  aftah then , ah say ' bout 
a coupla days latah we saw i t  once mo ' an ' we nevah saw it ag ' in .  [ No t ice the 
s imp le and easily obtained materials . Old-time subs tances eas ily found and free !]  

HYATT Was this ghos t someone that he thought p ersonally was after him? Was 
it an impersonal ghost  or was it somebody that didn ' t  like him? Or j us t  a ghost?  

CHARLES No , he thought it wus a guy he always had a gru ' ge ag ' ins ' . They 
had a gru ' ge ag ' ins ' each o thah . An ' the guy got kilt - a mule kicked ' im in 
the haid . 

HYATT Oooh , I see . Was that the reason for the mule lif t ing up his leg , I 
wonder? [ Did someone cause the mule to lift its leg ? Was someone get t ing even? ] 

CHARLES Yes , tha ' s wh ' ah think . The guy said before he died he ' d  come back 
from ' is grave an '  g it ' im .  [Who? The grandfather or person causing the mule 
to kick? ] 

HYATT Uh huh . That was r eally somethin ' ! How did the mule lift up his l eg ?  
Did he lift up one leg ?  

CHARLES He l ifted up ' is fron ' paws firs ' an ' try t o  kick but he wu s  onto the 
wagon an ' he j is '  kicked ' is back laig s , not too high . He lift his fron ' paws up 
as if to stomp . 

HYATT I s ee .  D id your grandfather say that mules could s ee spirits ? 
CHARLES He said mules could re ' ly s ee sp irits . He said all mul es could . 
HYATT I see .  Did he ever say anything about other animals s eeing s p irit s ?  
CHARLES He said a dog in a way can. H e  can smell , only way h e  can , smel l a 

sp irit . He know ' d if one ' s  roun ' . He star ts howl in ' .  One night a dog wus 
howl in ' in the night at mah gran ' pah ' s house .  Ah say ,  "Why ' s  he howl in ' ? 
[ Grandfather says ] , " ' Cuz he s ees a sp ir it . "  He say , "Yo ' go to the windahs 
an ' look . " Ah say ,  "Ah see . "  [ I  see = I unders tand , not I see the spir it the 
dog is barking at . ]  

HYATT Could your grandfather normally see spirits?  Did he have a gift o f  

seeing them? 
CHARLES Yes , said he always did . 
HYATT Always [had ] seen spirits . 
CHARLES Tha ' why he wus paht iclah watchin ' fo ' de sp irit , ' cuz de man prom

ised ' im  from death tha ' he would come back an ' git ' im .  
HYATT Oh, I s ee .  Now you heard that woman this morning tell us she had this 

oa Z Z .  D id you ever hear any stories about caZZs?  I mean, people being gifted 
t o  see sp irits or anything of this sor t ?  

[ I  am dwelling on this subj ect b ecause spirits and hoodoo apparently run in 
families . ]  

CHARLES No . Mah gran ' fa thah tole me he had a midwife when he wus bo ' n .  He 
said , uh the day he wus bo ' n  the midwife to l ' ' is mo thah , said , "Your son will 
be mo ' gif t ed den the r es ' o f  the kids . "  He wus about the f i ' th son . [ Is he 
trying to say s eventh son? ] She say ,  "Dis son gon ' a be dif f ' run ' . "  In fac ' she 
wus the type tha ' could see spirits huhself . So she knew he wus d iff ' ren ' from 
all the res ' she had delivahed . 

HYATT I see . 
CHARLES Becuz he said he s tahted preachin ' when he s tahted talkin ' good . 

Ah ' d  say ' bout s ix yeahs ole . He wus d iff ' ren ' . He ust to  lay up in bed at 
night an ' cry when all the res ' of the kids be ' s leep , ' cuz he could s ee spirits . 

HYATT D id you people live out in the country from T ipton , Georgia? 
CHARLES Yes , Tip ton . 
HYATT I came through it  coming down here on the highway . When you were a 

small child did you hear much about roo tworkers or that sort of  thing? Was there 
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much talk about it?  Did you ever hear a story of s omeone who had a spell put on 
him and went to someone to have it taken off?  

CHARLES Yes , mah gran ' mothah tole me she had a lady who hated ' er an ' she 
wus a real roo tworker . 

HYATT Oh , she was a roo tworker , the lady who hated her? 
CHARLES Yes . She had frogs in huh laig , she say . One of ' er laigs wus al

ways bad . Ah as t her why one laig wus much largah then de othah one . [ Elephan
tias is ? ] .  She always had trouble wit de same laig . She said dis roo tworkah tole 
' er she crippled ' er fo ' life an ' she said ' bout a month af tah she tole ' er tha ' , 
' er right laig s tahted hurtin ' an ' it s tahted swellin ' . She went to de  doctah 
an ' de doctah nevah could undahs tan ' wha ' wus wrong . He couldn ' f in '  anythin ' 
wrong . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CHARLES An '  she contacted ano thah lady an ' she tol ' ' er she had frogs in ' er 

laig . Some way she had put frogs in ' er laig . 
HYATT Put frogs in her leg? 
CHARLES Small frogs . So the othah lady tol ' ' er she had been frogged [my 

only example of  this word ! ] .  
HYATT She had been frogged? 
CHARLES YES, BY SOME STRONG ROOTWORKAH. SHE [GRANDMOTHER ] SAID SHE TRIED 

EV 'RY REMEDY IN THE BOOK. THIS OTHAH LADY [SECOND ROOTWORKER ] SAID SHE COULD GIT 
RID OF IT. SHE COULD TRY. BUT WHEN SHE DID IT WUS VERY POWAHFUL, STRONGAH DEN 
SHE WUS. EV 'RY MAWNIN ' WHEN SHE GIT UP, FILL 'ER MOUTH FULL OF SNUFF, DRAW A 
CROSS ON DE GROUN ',  TURN AROUN ' 3 TIMES AN ' SPIT IN DE MIDDLE. AT NOON DE SAME 
THIN ' .  AN ' EVEN IN '  DE SAME CROSS TURN AROUN ' 3 TIMES AN '  SPIT RIGHT IN DE MID
DLE OF DE CROSS. [ For drawing a circle on the ground , making a cross  into its 
center , and spitting into this center of  this cro s s  see Vance Randolp h ,  Ozark 
Magia and Fo lklore , Dover Edition , 1964 , reprint of Columbia Univers ity Press , 
194 7 ,  p . 271 , 2nd paragraph . ]  

HYATT Good ! Good ! Good ! 
CHARLES She say ' er laig s tahted dryin ' up aftah ' bout 4 or 5 weeks . 
HYATT Good , good . Now b efore the spell was put upon your grandmother , her 

legs were all right ? 
CHARLES Yeah , perfec ' ly .  
HYATT Oh , p erfec tly all right . And the leg j us t  • • •  

CHARLES She ust to plow .  
HYATT What ! 
CHARLES She p lowed wit de mule befo ' den .  
HYATT Oh , she plowed with the mule . 
CHARLES Yes , han ' plowed . Yo ' know wha ' han ' plowed is? 
HYATT Oh yes , and put the mule in front to pull it . 
CHARLES Yeah , she wus a s trong lady . 
HYATT I see .  She was s trong . When you were a boy did they ever use oxen 

or  was that more down in the lowlands along the coast?  
CHARLES Uh , wait , neah de  tracks . Ah think it wus r ight by de railroad 

tracks . Ah ' d  say ' bout halfa block from ' em .  De way ah undahs tood it . 
[ His answer is irrelevant , does not understand what I mean . I ignore answer . ]  
HYATT Uh huh. I see . Well now this woman who cured her actually cured her 

despite the fact that the o ther rootworker was stronger? 
CHARLES She wus s trongah but she didn ' know she wus doin ' it . 
HYATT Oh , I see . 
CHARLES If she had known she could prob ' ly have stopped it . 
HYATT Oh, now I unders tand . Now I see how you g et around that . That ' s  great. 
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Well I have had these cases where one roo t  doctor was stronger than the other 
one . There ' s  an old s tory told • • •  tell me how you heard it . About two root doc
tors get t ing into a r� at sometime and one wants to prove that he is s tronger 
than the o ther one • • • •  You may be able to get it together later on • • • •  So many 
people who have heard a good spirit story or a s tory l ike this , somebody having 
a spell put on them or taking a frog out of the leg , that  sort of thing . [ Cut 
in tape . ] 

HYATT Now what was it , the grandmother • • •  

CHARLES Mah gran ' mothah said tha ' she knew a frien '  o '  ' er ' s  who had a war t  
put on ' er b y  a rootworkah . This same lady tha ' cured ' er ,  she went t o  ' er to 
get it removed .  De way ah undahstood i t  she had i t  removed wit urine from a 
skunk [ poleca t ]  which is hahd [ hard ] to g i t . [ I  never heard that one before ! ]  

HYATT I imagine • • •  

CHARLES Took ' er about a yeah or two to git it , she f in ' ly got it . But , but 
de lady tha ' re ' ly had de curse  put on ' er by a rootworkah she d idn ' t know dat 
she wus gonna do it . She f in '  she done have the warts , she done de j ob well . 
But aftah ' bout a yeah or so she got hol ' o '  dis skunk urine , urinat ion • • •  

HYATT Well , did she herself have to get i t  or did she buy it from someone? 
CHARLES De roo t lady got it fo ' ' er ! ! ! !  
[ The word root lady is rare compared to roo tman or rootworker . ]  
HYATT Oh, the root lady got it for her . 
CHARLES Yeah , she made some - I dunno wha ' • • •  

HYATT I see . That ' s  an unusual cure . That ' s  unusual . You know in that 
book of mine , Fo lklore from Adams County Illinois , I have over 700 wart cures 
and there ' s  no skunk urine . Tha t ' s  a new one to me . Absolutely new .  

[ Informant says something I cannot understand . ]  
HYATT I would think after all that trouble  something would work.  Now who 

put thes e warts on her , one roo tworker? 
CHARLES Yeah . 
HYATT And another roo tworker gave her the cure for it?  
CHARLES Yeah , gave ' er de cure fo ' it . 
HYATT Gave her the cure for it . That ' s  great ! 
CHARLES She wus a frien ' o '  ' er an ' de o thah was a • • •  

HYATT An enemy? 
CHARLES • • • to mah gran 'mothah an ' a lotta people d idn ' t  know she wus a root-

workah . 
HYATT Oh , I see . 
CHARLES But mah gran ' mothah an ' ' er frien '  did . 
HYATT I see . 
CHARLES Tha ' s  why when the known rootworkah put the curse on mah gran ' mo thah , 

mah frien '  she f igured she had [ unclear ] she nevah knowed becuz she knew they 
wouldn ' leave de li ' le town an ' go any place but she didn ' know anythin ' ' bout 
the othah rootworkah dere . In the meantime dey had a chance to git de cure . 
[ The roo tworker who cured the grandmo ther belonged to the town but was no t known 
to be a roo tworker . ]  

HYATT That ' s  good . There are so many - you know it ' s  amaz ing • • •  o f  course 
that book of mine has the greatest collection of cures [ am I trying to impress 
a prospective help er? ]  that has ever b een published . We j ust  went after that • • •  

OF COURSE NO MAN DOES ALL THIS ALONE. YOU ' VE  GOT TO HAVE A LOT OF PEOPLE HELPING 
YOU. YOU CAN STAND OUT HERE ON THE CORNER AND ASK SOMEONE� SAY NOW, "WELL TELL 
ME A SUPERSTITION, " THAT SORT OF THING - THAT 'S FINE. YOU CAN STAND THERE A 
COUPLE OF YEARS AND YOU WILL GET THOUSANDS OF THEM BUT WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO 
GET? YOU ARE GOING TO GET HUNDREDS, AND HUNDREDS OF THEM ARE GOING TO BE THE 
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SAME THING OVER AND OVER. 
CHARLES Thats right . 
HYATT YOU JUST HAVE TO KEEP AFTER THIS THING AND KEEP AFTER IT AND IT 'S 

AMAZING HOW MANY DIFFERENT THINGS THERE ARE. THESE CURES - YOU COULD DO A BOOK 
ON JUST CURES. This type o f  cur e you have j us t  given me . [Pleas e note : I am 
no t talking to the learned academic world , I am talking to a prospec t ive worker ! ] 
Do you know anything or any o ther cure that someone worked? 

[ Informant ' s  reply unclear . ] 
HYATT What about wean ing children - tha t  sort o f  thing ? Now when d id you 

f ir s t  beg in to know anything about roo t doc tors and roo tworkers ? When did you 
really first become interested in the work? 

CHARLES Oh • • •  from my midwife . S he knew quit e  a bit ab out roots an ' ah ust 
to visit ' er a lot . 

HYATT I see . 
CHARLES SHE SAYS SHE GITS DIFFRUN ' KIN 'S OF ROOTS AN '  SO FORTH� SHE DRIES 

'EM OUT� SHE BURNS 'EM� SHE INHALES THE SMOKE� AN '  IF SHE WANTS TO PUT A CURSE 
ON SOMEONE SHE SAYS A FEW WORDS WHILE DIS IS BURN IN '  AN ' SHE 'S INHALIN ' DE SMOKE 
AN '  MOS ' OF DE TIME IT WORKS. [ THIS IS NEW� ALSO UNUSUAL. ]  

HYATT I s ee .  I see . 
CHARLES She tole me oncet - she said somebody had did ' er some d irt . She 

sa id , "Ah t ell yo ' one thin ' ,  Charles , she ' l l be sick ' bout d is t ime t omorrah 
night . " An '  re ' ly she wus s ick. 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CHARLES She had a headache an ' couldn ' t  s top it . 
HYATT Did she t ell you what she did?  
CHARLE S No , she burnt some kin ' a roots , inhaled it an ' say a few word s , she 

say . She j is '  us e ' er [vic t im ' s ] init ials , she nevah call ' er name . [ Init ials 
alone are ra ther rare . ]  

HYATT Oh ,  always us e her initials , never the name . 
CHARLES Nevah d e  name . 
HYATT I see . 
CHARLES Now as she talk s he inhale de smoke den blow it out . She say a f ew  

word s . Ah nevah could undahs tan ' wha ' she say in ' . 
HYATT I see . 
CHARLES But re ' lly she had a vi ' len [ viol ent ] headache de nex ' day . Ah made 

sure , ah go to de house an ' see [ ! ! ! ] .  
HYATT B efore I forget it , I do want , if pos sible - I would like to talk to a 

couple of people who sell - no t engaged in the work primarily , but who sell curi
o s . Who s el l  roo t s  and lucky perfumes and things of tha t sort , or lucky art icles . 
I have a copy at home o f  this wo rk [HOODOO ] and I ' ve loaned it to Cubby . And l et 
Cubby le t  you look through it . You ' re gett ing the idea now , the sort o f  things 
that go into this thing ? 

CHARLES Yeah . Here ' s anothah cure she to l ' me - wha ' cause s  palsy , people 
to shake l ike d is . 

[NOW COMES ONE OF THE MOST COMPLICATED RITES IN HOODOO ! ] 
CHARLES YES� SHE TOLE ME SHE HAD A CURE FO ' DAT TOO. SAID SHE COULD TAKE 3 

GRASSHOPPAHS AN '  TAKE ONE HA.ID OFF AN '  THROW HIS BODY AWAY. PUT DE TWO GRASS
HOPPABS IN DE SNUFF CAN AN ' DE HAID OF DE OTHAH ONE. YO ' HOL ' IT DERE� PUT A 
TOP ON IT� LET IT STAY FO ' 'BOUT 4 DAYS. DEN YO ' TAKE ANOTHAH ONE OUT� TAKE 
'IS HAID OFF AN '  THROW DE BODY AWAY� PUT DE HAID IN DERE WIT DE WHOLE ONE� PUT 

A TOP ON IT 4 MO ' DAYS. DEN SHE TAKE DE HAID OF DE LAS ' ONE, THROW DE BODY 
AWAY. PUT DE 3 HEADS IN DE CAN, SHE LEA VE IT DERE PO ' 3 DAYS. WHEN DEY GOT THE 
SHAKES� DE PALSY.� SAY YO ' TAKE AN ' PUT ONE HAID UNDAH 'IS TONGUE FO ' 4 DAYS� PUT 
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DAT BACK IN DE CAN. PUT ANOTHAH ONE UNDAH HIS TONGUE FO ' 4 DAYS, PUT DAT ONE 
BACK IN DE CAN. TAKE DE THIRD ONE AN ' PUT IT UNDAH DE TONGUE FO ' 4 DAYS, PUT 
DAT BACK IN DE CAN. LET 'EM STAY FO ' 4 DAYS, TAKE DEM OUT AN '  CHEW 'EM. 

HYATT Do what to them? 
CHARLES CHEW 'EM UP. 
HYATT Ob , chew them up . 
CHARLES FO ' 4 HOURS. 
HYATT For 4 hours . 
CHARLES DEN SPIT 'EM OUT. SAY MOS ' DE TIME DEY GO AWAY. 
HYATT I see .  
CHARLES YO ' NOTICE IT 'S ALWAYS TWELVE, SHE ALWAYS KEEPS IT 3 OR 4 - THEM FO ' 

[FOR ] DAYS. SAYS DE 1 2  IS FO ' DE 1 2  TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 
HYATT Ub bub . 
CHARLES TWELVE GATES OF JERUSALEM. DAT 'S WHA ' SHE ALWAYS TAUGHT ME. 
HYATT Ub hub . 
CHARLES AN '  1 2  DESCIPLES. 
HYATT Ub bub . 
CHARLES SEE AN ' DAT WILL GIT RID OF PALSY. S 'POSED TO STOP 'EM. 
HYATT I s ee . Now there we have a very interes t ing • • •  notice the magic rite 

there . 
[ Cut in tape . ] 
[ The preceding speaker is named Charles . We do not know his last name but he 

is a professional root doctor . He worked with us today for the f irs t t ime and I 
think be is going to be very good • • •  we ' ll s e e .  End of  tap e . The preced ing com
ments were added later in the day . Later too , I realized Charles was not a pro
fessional root doctor , and we learned h is last  name was Will is . ]  

CHARLIE HARMON REMEMBERS A DOCTOR BUZZARD 
BACK IN 1903 - ONE OF THOSE BUZZARDS WHO 
GAVE A SHOW - TOOK UP A COLLECTION - THEN 
TOLD FORTUNES - SOLVED PROBLEMS - HEALED 

[ This Dootor Buz zard goes back into the 1890 ' s  and perhaps the 1880 ' s .  Here 
is the best-known name of an actual person or persons in hoodoo and rootwork , 
and yet the orig inal man and his imitators remain almost unknown . Surely there 
must b e  ref erences to them in early newspapers , court records , etc .  Some of the 
references in this present hoodoo work are : p . 89 lf . , v . l ; p . l030 , v . 2 ;  1255 , line 
7 ,  v . 2 ;  p . 1414 , v . 2 ;  p . l447 , line 7f , v . 2 ;  p . 1515 , v . 2 ;  p . 1600 , S t one , nephew of 
Buz zard ; p . 4513f . , Herman Henry and Buzzard , v . S ;  and p . 4612f . ,  Prophet Warkiee 
Sarbeed and Buz zard , v . 5 . ] 

HYATT Will you t ell me what you told me b efore? 
HARMON Yes . 
HYATT This was when you were a boy . 
HARMON Yeah . 
HYATT What happened ? 
HARMON He was a great man ! He was a great man ! He can show yo ' lots of 

points . Show yo ' ' bout how to handle money , how to git money . Show yo ' lotta 
tricks about money . 

HYATT How long ago d id you say this happened ? How old are you? 
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HARMON Ah ' m  82 yeahs old [ in 1970 ] . 
HYATT You ' re 82 years old . 
HARMON Will be  thuh 12th of June . 
HYATT Did you ever see old Doctor Buzzard ? 
HARMON Yes , ah saw ' im sev ' ral t imes . 
HYATT How old were you when you saw him? 
HARMON Ah wus about 15 yeahs old , ah guess . 
HYATT About 15 . What sort of a man • • •  what d id he look like? 
HARMON He wus a big ole dark - high-tone man . 
HYATT Was he heavyweight? 
HARMON Purt ty heavy , about 175 . 
HYATT Was he very black? Or l ight ? 
HARMON He wus sorta dark man . 
HYATT Sort of  a dark man . What d id the children think about him? 
HARMON Oh thuh chilrun kin ' a ha ' fway skeered of ' im . Yo ' hollah , "Here come 

Doc tah Buzzard , "  they break an ' run . 
HYATT They ' d  start to run then . [ Laughs . ]  How long has he been dead , would 

you say? 
HARMON Ah ' d  say about 50 some yeahs . 
HYATT Fifty some years . He wasn ' t  born in that part of the country was he , 

as far as you know? 
HARMON When ah f irs ' knowed ' im  he wus aroun ' there . Ah dunno if he wus bo ' n  

aroun ' there or not .  
HYATT I see . He d idn ' t die there either? 
HARMON No , he didn ' die there . 
HYATT He d idn ' t die there? 
HARMON He lef ' there . The nex ' t ime ah heard he wus dead . 
HYATT You said something about • • •  he gave p erformances in churches , you said? 
HARMON Yes , he ' d  go aroun ' churches an ' big meetin ' s .  He ' d  go aroun ' there 

an ' make pahformances - speech somethin ' nothah . 
HYATT I see . Now show me what he d id about that money . Show me with your 

hands ther e .  
HARMON H e  take thuh money , he ' d  throw i t  up . Throw his han ' s  up an ' then he 

hol '  his han ' s out an ' thuh money comes fallin ' down in his han ' s .  It wus silvah 
money . 

HYATT S ilver money . 
HARMON Wouldn ' t  have nothin ' but when he bring his han ' s down • • •  

HYATT He ' d  have some money in his hands ?  
HARMON Take his hat o f f  his head - [money ] fall in his hat , big hat . 
HYATT Did money fall into his hat ?  
HARMON Fall in his hat . An ' he ' d  take it out , throw his hat up and throw it  

away an ' it fall right back down again in his hat . 
HYATT In his hat ,  of  all things . How d id he get paid? Did he take up a 

collection or anything ? 
HARMON He ' d  take his hat aroun ' , hold it out , people throw money in there . 
HYATT Uh huh , I s e e .  
HARMON Then i f  yo ' wan ' to f in '  out anythin ' yo ' have to pay ' im  to t ell yo ' 

wha ' it is . He ' d  t ell  yo ' fo ' tune . [ Other magicians and showmen d id the same 
thing ; s ee references already given . ] 

HYATT Oh , he ' d  t ell your fortune too? 
HARMON He ' d  tell yore fo ' tune an ' yo ' d  pay ' im  to tell it . 
HYATT Did people seem to think he was pretty good or what?  
HARMON Y es , lo ts of  ' im b ' lieved in ' im . 
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HYATT Just the colo red people? 
HARMON No . Colored and white bof [both ] . They ' d crowd aroun ' ' im j is '  like 

it wus a show to see his tricks . [An amazing statement ! His real tricks they 
did not see ! ] 

HYATT I see . I see . By the way that word trick , what did they mean by that 
word trick when you were a boy? What did they mean tricks ? 

HARMON Tricks ? 
Yes . HYATT 

HARMON Oh , well they trick yo ' or they kil l yo ' . Yo ' can be tricked yo ' 
know . 

HYATT Yeah .  
HARMON Yo ' know • . •  
HYATT Yes , does that mean the same thing 
HARMON Yeah , i t ' s all de same . 
HYATT Could he take these tricks o f f  you 

thing of that sor t , as far as you know? 

as hzut? A spell put on you? 

if you had one put on you or any-

HARMON Ah heard tell o f  ' im  takin ' ' em 
me fo ' ah wusn ' big enough whare he could . 
Nonsense ! Even babies were tricked. ] 

off befo ' ,  but he nevah took none of  
[ Harmon was too  young to be tricked? 

HYATT I see . You told me something else  about Doctor Buzzard . I ' ve forgot
ten now what it  was .  

HARMON Maybe - that I could think o f  he could tell yore fo ' tune , whether yo ' 
gotta long life or a short life . 

HYATT I see . How d id he tell it?  
HARMON By lookin ' at yore han ' . 
HYATT By looking at your hand , I s ee .  He told fortunes that way . Did he 

have a crys tal ball as far as you knew , or anything of that sort ? [ This is no t 
a leading ques t ion , it is merely a conversation p iece to keep interview alive . ] 

HARMON Seems to me like he had somethin ' no thah . I t ' s  been so long now I 
can ' t remembah now whut it wus . [A good answer . Why l ie about it . ] 

HYATT I see . 
HARMON But ah do remembah he had somethin '  no thah he ' d  rub in his han ' s .  
HYATT Did you ever hear of  ano ther Doctor Buzzard anywhere or was this the 

only one you ever heard o f ?  
HARMON I t ' s the only one a h  evah heard o f .  
HYATT The only one you ever heard of . I s ee .  [This man was born and lived 

his earlier l ife  in Georgia . ] 

CLARENCE CUBBY AND OLD MAN WITH CROSSED FORKS 

HYATT This is info rmant No . 2 , introduced to me by the Rev . Mr . Cubby [ he 
had done some preaching ] .  Here ' s  really an old timer . He comes from up in 
Georgia . He ' s  going to tell me the story about he once sold himself to the 
devil .  Is that the s tory you ' re going to tell me? 

INFORMANT Yeah , yeah . Well ah would say this , ah was wid de devil to s tart 
wid .  Yes , ah wus wid de devil to s tart wid . Yeah came up like dis . But after 
dat • • • 

HYATT Uh huh . 
INFORMANT Ah made a change . 
HYATT I see , 
INFORMANT Now since dat time ah learned a whole lat ta tricks .  
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HYATT Done a lot  o f  tricks ?  
INFORMANT Ah learned ' em but ah don ' fool wit ' em ' caus e ah sold out to d e  

devil . Ah wan ' yuh tuh git  dat too , yo ' know . 
HYATT Now will you tell the Rev . Mr . Cubby and me one of the tricks ? If 

there ' s  anybody listening we ' ll tell them to leave so it  wil l be  a secret if 
you don ' t want to tell anybody excep t  us . 

INFORMANT De devil s tuck 2 fo ' ks in a path fo ' me [ demons trates ] .  One prong 
one way and one de o thah . Ah gonna do de short one fo ' yo ' .  All right , by me 
knownin ' some t ' ings o f  de devil ah saw de fo ' ks .  It  was at night . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
INFORMANT But Gawd abled me to see ' em .  Ah see ' d  de fo ' ks j is ' like dis 

[ demons trates ] .  Yo ' couldn ' miss ' em goin ' on , yo ' couldn ' miss ' em comin ' . 
HYATT Your hands - your f ingers locked together , that ' s  • • •  
INFORMANT Oat ' s  de way de fo ' ks were . 
HYATT That ' s  the way the forks were , I see .  
INFORMANT All right , an ' ' er ,  ' er ,  one de devil ' s  spirits said tuh me , "Now 

if yo ' ain ' t gonna do no hahm turn aroun ' and back up to de fo ' ks an ' pick ' em 
up . "  

HYATT Uh huh . 
INFORMANT Co ' s e dat ' s  been proved but anyhow ah turnt aroun ' , backed up to 

de fo ' ks an ' picked dem up - p icked ' em up an ' wen ' on to whare ah sta ' ed [ s tart
ed ] . All right , dere ain ' t nuthin happened [ up ]  tuh [ this ] day along dat line . 

HYATT How did those forks get there? Do you think that some enemy of  yours 
planted them through the devil or the devil himself did it?  

INFORMANT No de devil ' ims e ' f [ hims elf ] didn ' do  it . Some of de devil ' s  
elves . 

HYATT Oh,  I see . 
INFORMANT Now lissen ,  de devil ' s  got elves , yo ' know dat . Yo ' should know 

it . 
HYATT Yes . 
INFORMANT Uh , de devil don ' do nuthin now , but his elves . Gawd don ' do 

nuthin now , He got spirit s .  
HYATT I see ,  I see . 
INFORMANT Oat ' s  right . I know de book [What book? ] 
HYATT Now lis ten ,  tell me something . You knew some of  those old-time people . 

What did they do to pro tect themselves from evil? Did they wear anything , eat 
anything or carry any roo ts or anything of that sort in the old day when you were 
a boy? 

INFORMANT Now I tell you whut in my boy days , co ' se dat been de yeah ' 80 [ in 
1880 ' s ] . In mah boy days dey didn ' t b ' lieve in dat so much roo ts as fo ' ks 
[ folks ] do now . [Years ago a healer or doctor dug his own roots . Commerce in 
selling root s  spread the prac tice . ]  

HYATT Oh they didn ' t believe so much in root s ?  
INFORMANT No . Ah t ell yo ' whut dey do . Dey wud lay off dere food fo ' 3 ,  6 

or 9 days . Yo ' heah me now? An ' go tuh Gawd an ' consu ' t  wid Gawd - wouldn ' t  
eat or drink. 

HYATT I see , I see .  
INFORMANT An ' den when dem 9 days - whichevah dey sot [ s et ] ' em as ide tuh do 

dey go tuh ' im an ' when dey do it Gawd g ive dem dere des ires . 
HYATT Now tell me one thing - you came from up in Georgia - where in Georgia 

did you come from? 
INFORMANT Neah Malka [Mauk? ] Georgia . 
HYATT Near Malka? , Georgia . 
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INFORMANT Malka? , Georgia [ unclear ] �--���------�����--�--�--�----�--------
HYATT What did those people call that special kind of  work where they put 

tricks and roots on you - that sort of  thing? What did they call that?  Did they 
use the name hoodoo in those  days when you were a boy ?  Did you ever hear the 
word hoodoo much? 

INFORMANT Well , dey had 2 or 3 names . Now one was a hoodoo er . 
HYATT Yes , hoodooer . [All evidence from older people along east coas t back 

in 1 9 30 ' s  int erviews said "hoodoo" t erm no t used . ] 
INFORMANT One wus hoodooer an ' one wus thoughts . 
HYATT Thoughts ?  They put their thoughts on you? 
INFORMANT Yas , dey pray tuh Gawd an ' like Gawd said tuh Leo [ ? ]  Gawd wan ' s 

somp in tuh happen . Ah ' m  ta ' kin ' tuh yuh now . Gawd let ' s  sompin tuh happen . 
[ Surely this is "praying agains t" known in Georgia , Florida or elsewhere ; in 
fact throughout the his tory of Christ ianity . Actually it  is putting a curse on 
a person you do not like and asking God to do your dirty work . ] 

HYATT Did you ever hear them calling it  wit chcraf t  up in Georgia? 
INFORMANT Yeah . 
HYATT They call it witchcraft?  
INFORMANT Yeah , dat  happen down 

few minutes ' cuz • • •  [We were sitting 
HYATT Yes , yes , go right ahead . 

in Egypt . Would yuh ' scuse me j is '  fo ' a 
out on f ront porch . He goes ins ide . ]  

[Doesn ' t  return - rest of  tape blank . ] 

MR .  DIXON AND MI SS WILLIAMS BY CLARENCE CUBBY 

HYATT Now the next voice you hear will be that of the Rev . Mr . Cubby [he had 
done some preaching ] who is go ing to tell me a s tory about a doctor who lived 
j us t  about a hundred f eet from where we are sitting [ at Mr . Cubby ' s  home in il
lus tration at  end o f  vo lume 3 ]  right here across  the s treet . The hous e is no 
longer there . Now this is s t ill Sunday , May 3 1 ,  1 9 70 . Mr . Cubby here ' s  the 
microphone . 

CUBBY Thank you Mr . Hyatt . The o ther day on Wednesday when I met Mr . Hyat t 
in front of  the Firs t Nat ional Bank, and immediately I recognized that he was a 
clergyman , and he asked me about taking him aroun ' town for about an hour . Upon 
get tin ' in the cab we began to talk about folklore an ' he explained to me about 
his int eres t in folklore .  I s tart ed to t ell ' im about the s tory about a gentle
man who used to  live not too far from me , about 100 yards from where I live , a 
Mr . Huey Dixon.  Ev ' ryone cons idered him a roo t doctor . He was a weird man in 
his own way . His home was built  on a old-fashioned s tyle , way back [ from the 
street ] an ' it was complet ely surrounded by hedges and shrubbery . The house 
couldn ' be seen from the s tr eet . The kids in the neighborhood always called -it 
the haunted house .  Mr . Dixon was a man who they say worked re ' lly in roots an ' 
craft ' an ' s tuf f l ike that . The people in the neighborhood were re ' lly afraid 
o f  ' im .  There were rumors goin ' aroun ' that the women were pay in ' ' im to put 
roots out for their husban ' s who were playin ' aroun ' with o ther women, gamblin '  
or doin ' whatever the women didn ' desire their husban ' s  to do . There was also 
a sayin ' that after Mr . Dixon was run outa town by some of  the men in the neigh
borhood an ' on a full-moon night you could s ee him s tandin ' on the corner of  
19th Street and Melros e  Avenue South here in S t .  Petersburg . On some occas ions 
I ' ve had an opportunity as a kid to sneak into Mr . Dixon ' s  yard , an ' as any 
energet ic boy would do , climb up to the window an ' try to peek in . We noticed 
the windows had thes e very b lack and thick curtains and shades up to them an ' 



4 754 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyat t Foundat ion -

you couldn ' t  see very much at all . You couldn ' t even s ee pas t the window s ill . 
However I am not sure that Mr . Dixon was a roo t doctor . But there has been on 
occas ion tha t  dogs and cats and other animals have fallen over d ead in his yard . 
He told us that he had cas t a spell on them an ' made them die . That ' s  why I 
think everyone in the neighborhood was afraid o f  him. [ Po ison d id this trick. ] 

HYATT Good . 
CUBBY At this t ime that ' s  j us ' about all I can t ell you about Mr . Dixon b e

caus e he re ' lly kep ' to himself  an ' there wasn ' very much you could learn about 
' im.  An ' everyone was afraid to vis it him .  I think he had no vis ito rs at all . 
The home that he had has b een torn down an ' the city has put the p rope r ty up for 
sal e .  No longer is there a trace of Mr . Dixon . 

HYATT Good .  Good . Mr . Cubby is going to cont inue r ight now. All right 
there you are .  

CUBBY There ' s  a old neighborhood rumor goin ' on aroun ' about a Miss Williams 
who lives at 1911 Melros e Avenue South . I knew Miss Williams ever s inc e I was a 
kid . I grew up near her . She was a very weird person also . She kep ' to her
s elf . She b eli eved s trongly in God . She always said that if anyone ever drink 
alcoholic b everages or anything of this sort they could never l ive in her house 
after she died . This house at 1911 Melros e  Avenue South is  s t ill s tandin ' . Miss 
Williams has been dead over 7 years . There has been numerous famil ies who have 
tried to live there but none were able  to l ive there because they were run out at  
night . I know for a fac ' that doors are openin ' , lights have turned on without 
p eople turnin ' the switch ,  becaus e I lived r ight across the s treet at f irst ' ,  at 
1910 Melros e .  However , now my father res ides there .  There is  one gentleman that 
I believe could tell you bet ter than I can b ecaus e he l ived next door to her . No 
one out of  the • • •  I ' d  say 15 or 16 or 17 families mayb e ,  have tried to live there
has been able to s tay in that house over a period of 3 days . All the families 
that have moved there have either had t o  l eave that same night or some stayed 2 
days and 3 night s , the 3rd day they were gone . I beli eve that  possibly there is 
a spirit in the house because I ' ve seen even af ter I ' ve grown up that the lights 
will come on at  night , the doors will open . You can hear voices in there . You 
can hear j us '  as though someone was carryin ' on church services in the hous e and 
there ' s  no one in the house .  The house is s t ill s tandin ' vacant . She has a 
bro ther who lives in the back of the house ,  in a l it tle one room cot tage that he 
has . He has never been able to s tay in the house ,  though the house was willed 
to him.  He continues to fix it up as though someone l ives there but there is no 
one that res ides in the Williams house .  This is the end o f  my s tory . 

HYATT Have you ever heard - you ' ve told that ghost  s tory - have you ever heard 
there is some thing you can do to run the ghost  out of the house or pro tect  your
self agains t the ghos t or something o f  tha t  sort?  You know of anything l ike tha t ?  

CUBBY I ' ve heard once that you could burn some type o f  incense .  An '  the s tory 
tha t  goes to get rid of  the spirit o f  Miss Williams is that if this hous e is re
done that  her spirit would go away . But her bro ther has tried repeatedly to re
model the house . He ' s  never completed one thing he ' s  done . As much as he ' s  got
ten to do is paint the house , put in new windows . He ' s  never been able to t ear a 
s ingle board from the house . 

HYATT They ' ve never been able to tear a board off  the hous e? 
CUBBY Not a s ingle  one . He says that  everytime he tries to tear a board 

away it seems as though it ' s  the hardes ' thing in the world to do . He ' s had on 
one occasion to  s lip from a ladder while tryin ' to do something . He felt  that 
she possibl e shook the ladder . This is his own belief . 

HYATT That ' s what he thinks . Well that ' s  good , that ' s  a good addit ion to 
the story . 
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Ti rl s wi l l  s e r v e  t o  in t r o d u c e  t o  y o u ,  
DR . H .  ! .1 . HYATT ,  who has be en gi ven pe i'l"'li � s i on 
t o  '1o rk in the c o l o r e d  d i s tri c t  of thi s  C i t y , and 

Yrho i s  g a t h e rin g in f o rrm t i on f o r  n b o o k  on f e l l-: -
lo r e . 

b'IJV : G  

Af ter that experience on my f irst  trip to Memphis 
(see Introduction vol . l , p . XXXIII , where I forgot 
to add margin title MEMPHIS , TENN . ) , I decided to 
ob tain permiss ion from the police to work in a city . 
For this purpos e  I carried all sorts o f  l et t ers and 
documents , but the best of  them were former police 
permits . Even so , on my s econd trip s  to Memphis 
and New Orleans , I had my New York City bank obtain 
the permit through their local correspondent bank . 
Actually I remember having an interes ting chat with 
the Chief in Memphis . Though we had a work permit 
for Raleigh , N .  Car . , Edward and I decided agains t 
it . And remember all this happened before Selma . 

• 



H. M .  PAFFO R D .  Ci t y  1\a .. g e r  C .  E .  L A Y T O N ,  M a y o r  C.  0 .  PA R K E R , C l erk  a n d  Tre . .  _ 

C I T Y  O F  W A Y C R O S S  

C O M M I S S I O N E R S :  W .  A .  YA W N ,  Chief  of Pol ice  
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L. B .  H A R R E L L  
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W AY C R O S S .  G E O R G I A  

F ebruel"f 2'!1 ,  19.39 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

H .  C .  THAC KSTON,  Chie£  F i re Der
T. H. M I LL E R , C i t y  M aroball  
F .  B .  M c D O N A L D ,  Jr. , C i ty Attoraey 
M A C K  B A R N E S ,  C i t y  R e c or d e r  

D R .  R O B E R T  WALK E R ,  C i t y Pbye ic:i• 

This will serve t o  introduc e to you, Dr . H. II. Hyatt , 

who has been given permis si on t o  work in t he colored di strict 
of this City , end who is gat hering information for e. b ook on folk-
lore . 

' /  
i.,-

/ : .{ • ..-r·--d ' .,. u . .  "1 
W .  /A. " Yawn , 
Chief of Police 
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THE CITY OF B RUNSWIC K .  GEORG I A  

Mar ch lO th , 193 9 

Thi s w i l l  intr oduce to t o  yor�. , DR . �:·.' . !f.. HYATT , 
who has been gi ve n permi s s ion to wor k amo n g  the co lor e d  
pe o p le o �  thi s  C i ty ,  an d  who i s  gathe ring informat ion on 
the e ar ly hi s tory and tr adi t i ons o� the co lor ed peo ple . 
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TO WHOM I T  MAY C ONC ERN : 

R O B ERT M .  H ITCH 
M A Y O R  

PO LICE D E PA RTM ENT 

.Yarch 16 th 1 9 39 .. 

Dr . w .  M .. Hyat t ,  ha s  pe rmi s s i on to work amo ng the 
c o lored popula t i on of Savan nah ,  who i s  ga the r i ng i nf o rma t i on 

o n  the early hi story and tra d i t i ons of the c o l o red p e o pl e . 

J. C .  t.A ,- r; , _ 
C. H I F.' P'  OF or r •  -

J O ii ... J .  C L .O. '  
C A PT A I N  o .- � 
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CITY OF FLORENCE 
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TO WHOM IT MAY OO NC ERN :  

Ma r ch 31 , 19 39 

Th i s  wi ll introduc e t o  you , Dr . w .  M .  Hya t t  
wh o la s  be e n  given P3 rmi s s io n  t o  work a:u. ong t he c olore d 

pe ople of th i s  C i ty ,  and who is ga th e r ing infor ma t io n  on 

the e a rly h is to ry and t ra d i ti ons of t he c o l or e d  peo ple . 
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